—— 4 Wm. Reynolds, of Utah, writes: 


_. dollars for you. 


Christian tactics of to-day. Are they any better in 


-spirit than the old Inquisition? Are they not as 
bruts ` \ cruel, and as cowardly? Has 
Chris | this, that its young disciples 
must BL io the name of lady and gentle- 
man | hts of their neighbors ? 

Ir 2 7 00 b young people will regret their 
actio) , roughly understand its nature 
and i T7 eying the commands of their 
minis ‘ed themselvs in a very unfort- 
unate world. They hav done that 
for w] 


. Ua VE 3 pecting Chrigtian will condemn 
them: slit Edit upon his religion. In the 
light of publicity and universal comment these young 
people will be ashamed of their discourtesy and will 
hereafter be wiser and sadder also. They hav simply 
disgraccd.themselvs, disgraced their cause, and hav 
certainly shown the meanest and most contemptible 
spirit of persecution. However, Goshen has the salt 
of the earth—a few good Liberals whom this experi- 
ence of “Christian charity” will only stimulate to 
greater activity. Dr. North, C. J. Soutant, and others, 
‘among the best citizens of the place, are a noble com- 
pany of Liberals, and this land of. Goshen will yet 
develop out of its strata of barbarism and, no doubt, 
become a bright and shining light from its lofty seat 
of new and better things. I expect to return to Tor- 
rington and Winsted, in the vicinity, and giv other 
lectures, for all about that region there is thought, 
culture, and progress, and though Conneeticut has 
been the home of “ the Blue Laws" it is not altogether. 
stratified into orthodox bigotry ; but the many streams 
are flowing, and the soil is becoming enriched, and the 
summer’s glory will eventually burst forth. I hay 
lost no heart or hope with this unpleasant experience 
of Christian behavior, for whom the gods wish to de- 
stroy they first make mad, and verily this petty per- 
secution shows a great deal of idiotic madness, which 
portends destruction. 
The following letter from Samos Parsons givs good 
encouragement to the work from the land of gold: 
SAMUEL P. PurNAM, Dear Sir: I see you hav a great work 
laid out for the coming year. I hope our brother Freethinkers 
throughout the country will be liberal in their subscriptions 
in carrying on the work, especially since Colonel Ingersoll 
has made such a magnanimous offer. You can depend on 
me to do all that my means will warrant. I send you $20 
now, and about next July wil send you $20 more. I send 
you a list of names of such as should subscribe, and you can 
send them circulars. All honor to your leading men in New 
York who giv liberally. Sad to lose our good Elizur Wright. 


May success attend your efforts. Iam with you. 
Respectfully yours, Samos Parsons. 


:. Yhavbeei writing all over our territory for ideas as to how 
best to utilize your visit here. There is a splendid field for 
effort. I inclose to you a letter received from Idaho. i 


This is the letter: 


Drar Mr. RzwoLps: I’see by the Investigator you hav 
put aman to work in Utah. I wish we had some one here, 
for we hav plenty of timber to work on. There are six sub- 

'. scribers to the Znvestigator, and some to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
in this little burg, and all the churches hav failed as yet. I 
hav now almost completed building a hall which will-be free 
for Liberals to speak in, and for a Liberal Sunday-school, 
when we get a leader to put it in order. The town has just 
built a school-house, and, as I gave the ground, I had it fixed 
so that no preacher could use it for the promulgation of his 
creed. We want a leader to make a'grand success of our 
cause in this place. Yours truly, JAMES WARDWELL. 


Dr. Edson Smith writes from Santa Ana League: 


The Liberals of this place are by no means dead yet, though 
few in numbers, but strong in spirit, and rich in hope that 
truth will prevail. Please accept our hearty thanks for your 
efforts to advancé the cause of Liberalism throughout. our 
land. When you visit the coast do not fail to come and 
- strengthen us, and set the people to thinking about the vital 
question of our prosperity. Inclosed please find $2.35 from 
the League, to be applied in aid of the lecturing fund. More 
to follow next month. D. Epson SurrH, * 

Secretary of Santa Ana Liberal League. / 


From Texas we hav the following: 


: m 
Dear Sr: Isecin Tug TEurH SEEKER that you desire to: 


^* correspond with Liberal friends in regard to your proposed. 


Western tour. Iam glad to learn that you will visit our state, i 

and take thc libérty to send the names of Liberals in different 

places... Be sure not to leave us out at Norse, Texas, though 
. we liv in the country. We will be able to “scare up" a few 
I shall consult friends at once. 

Our state being generally a new field, missionary work för 
Liberalism is necessary in order to inspire people with suff- 
cient moral courage to express their honest convictions, cre- 
ating discussion, investigation, and public interest in oar 
cause. - 

Iam satisfied that you will find work enough here, and ai 
confident that you will accomplish much for the permanent 
advancement of Liberalism in our state. 

Fraternally yours, 


I hope that all Liberal friends will follow the exam- 
ple of these good workers for our cause and do w 
* They can in their own neighborhood for the advan: 


T. THEO. Cotwiox. 


ment of the movement. ; 
all the names’ and -addresses of those who will be 
interested in the coming year’s work. I cannot how 
decide just when I will begin my Western lecture 
tour, but I desire to be in correspondence with all 
: ‘friends, especially in Texas, Utah, and Cahfornis. I 
"wish to make an extended tour and become pe son- 
ally aequainted with Liberals in all sections, for thus 
the ties of fellowship are strengthened. "Phe more 
we know of each other the stronger we shall preme, 
for instead of diversity there will be unity. Tkeve~ 
.0 doubt that the coming year's work will. dc 


as delegate 


.| Episcopalian denominatio: . 


| 
Please send to the secretz.-y 


to consolidate. the working forges of Liberalism, in|. 
| America than that of any previous.period.. When this’ 


is. &6complished the results will; be a hundredfold 


| increased in the political and socisf"world. 
I want to lecture at every possible, place between 


New York and California, large or small, in à hall or 
in a private dwelling, and I hope that the Liberals 
everywhere wil endeavor to hav this lecture tour of 
benefit to themselvs by making arrangements for 
some kind of a meeting. Aa M 

On Sunday, December 27th, I had the pleasure of 
lecturing before the Friendship Liberal League of 
Philadelphia. Good audiences were present, and the 
addresses on “ The Demands of Humanity,” and “ The 
American Secular Union," were well received. The 
Liberals of the city of Brotherly Love hav passed 
through many changes and struggles. The “ broth- 
erly love" is a^ altor^ther so manifest as it might 
be in this orthodox community. ` In spite of all, how- 


ever, the sociéty flourishes, and will continue so to: 
Its president, Mr. Riley; its secretary, George | 
‘Longford; Prof. Wm. Seymour, Mr. W. Borrow, 


do. 


Mrs. Emily Ji Harker, and others, are too devoted to 
the cause to allow any. difficulties to deter. The 
League is cóvdially in sympathy with the state and 
natioisl-mo . ^nt Preparations are being made 
for & grand 'ebration on Jan 31st, Sunday 
evening, ai: dress will be delivered by 
Professor £ (8 wil no doubt be a very 
successful: [ 
y Convention to beheld at 


Pittsburgh Yi hoped that this state. 
Conventio: upulse to the Liberalism of 
Pennslyva d build up Secular societies. 
Such Com .., be held in every state, and 


the local v aw pusr 
that the national wc - éan be most successfully ad- 
vanced, and public intere ‘excited, Professor Sey- 
mout; the presider'.^f i} ^ tate Leagué is a most in- 
defatigable worker "id “ciently supported, will 
do valuable work. | It v oe a good thing to get 
him and Harry Hooyer, tsburgh, into the field for 
constant effort. Tass :.do much for the organi- 
zation of the now too. .uely &eattered elements of 
Secularism. There is jneed. of it least two such 
workers in every state in the Onion, and if they could 
be maintained in such seitvice, the cause would be ad- 
vanced as never before. Mt is only by constant in- 
stead of occasional effort that the success of Secular 
principles can be achieved. ` "aug. P. Purnam. 


. The progress of the Sunday o;ening movement in 
this city is seen bv the following rom the New York 
Limes: We aes 

: 4 

Beyimd 4 formal acknowledgment of the receipt of his 
communication making knewh thetwishes of fifteen thousand 
taxpayers who desire that the Park inuseums shall be open to 
the public on Sundays, S. P. Putnam bas heard nothing from 
the trustees of the 
ican Museum of Natural History. p: . 

Referring to the matter yesterday, hé said: **In view of the 
fact that the American Museum of Natural History has asked 
for an appropriation of $200,000 for the enlargement of its 
building, the labor organizations of the city are taking action, 
in the interest of the rights of labor/'io-protest against the ap- 
propriation of any mofe money fox the support of these mu- 
seums. The greater part of the bbrden of taxation falls upon 
the working people, and they shod receive part of the ben- 
efits that are derived from the apphopriations of public funds. 
As the case now exists they cannot receive any considerable 
benefit from the museums unless, they are opened free of 
charge on Sundays. The workingmen desire the prosperity 
of the museums, and that they UM be supported by the 
city, but only on the condition that they be open Sundays. 
Hundreds of signatures to the petition of the American Secu- 
lar Union are received dọ’ A: petition has just been re- 
cvived from the pianomak: ‘th nearly one thousand names. 
4. petition has also been s, «nih the name of the Rev. R. 
Heber Newton, and many» ^ersof his congregation. The 
liberal clergymen, togethe. ch those of the Cathglic and 
zenerally, favor the Sunda 

‘ed it from their pulpits. It 
is only a question of time as  .eceiving hundreds of thou- 
sands of names to the petitior It is hoped that the directors 
of«he museums will take immediate action, and state what- 

er difficulties there may be to the opening on Sundays in 

‘der that these difficulties may be at once removed. It 
seems, however,.to be the policy of the directors to delay 
action. There is no reason why the petition should not be 
immediately presented, and an answer given." 

‘The 7'imes editorially ^ "ds: - 

it must be evident to the tr «ees of the public museums 
that public opinion will befo, 1ong insist that those institu- 
ticis. shall be opened on Sundays. The only question re- 
maining seems to be whether the.trustees will yield 
fully to the wishes of a great raaiority of their fellow-citizens, 
or whether they will wait to be dragooned, into consenting. to 
t^e Sunday opening. The objection that/some of the bene- 

^tors of the museums would object to the exhibition of 
sheir contributions on Sunday can be readily overcome at no 
great expense by furnishing a separate apartment fo} such 
contributions. The statue of 'the late William E. Dodge is 
one of the works that would appropriately decorate such a 
chamber. At present that statue stands out of doors where 
it can be seen all day, and no precautions hav been taken to 
shroud it from the public view on Sunday. 

e 


Lectures and Meetings. 


. LrBERALs in Kansas, Missouri, and Arkansas, desirous of 
lectures during the winter and spring, can get terms and 
dates of E. C. Wa!ker. * addressing him at Valley Falls, 
Kansas. Ha’ ' t and a great variety of subjects. 

ae 1 re-engaged for the month of 
church of Alliance, Ohio. Par- 
^etures will address her there. 


opening movement, anu hav 


‘sor Seymour -was also chosen | 


-orward. It is by this means |... 


etropolitan Museum of Art, or the Amer-. 


T&Ce- 


. ^A Suggestion of Religious Despotism; 
On Thursday morning I received a letter from Mr. 
jS. R: Witherill, the leading merchant and one of the 
. most'influential and respected citizens of Jobstown: 
| . JossrowN, N. J., Dec. 22, 1885. 
C. B. Rxerworps, Esg., My Dear Sir: Your lectures hav 
caused quite an excitement here; certain parties, prompted by 
sectarian hate, bigotry, and prejudice, hav used their influ- 
ence with William Griswold, the superintendent of the Ran- 


cocas- Stock i 
him to issue orders to his foreman to hav all the men dis- 


charged who took any activ part at the lectures or became, 


members of the Jobstown Liberal League. 

Is it not the duty of the officers of the American Secular 
Union to inform Mr. Lorillard of the facts? If he is in favor 
of muzzling his men we would like to know it, and hav the 
union publish him to the world, and the Liberal lecturers 


call:attention to his despicable tyranny and injustice at every - 


place they lecture. ee 
What we wish is to bring this matter before Mr. Pierre 
Lorillard,.as we think if he knew he would be held responsi- 
ble, he would, if not in favor of it, revoke the order at once. 
Hoping. this may be set right, I remain, yours fraternally, 
s S. R. WITHERILL, 
Secretary of Jobstown Secular Union. 


Immediately on receipt of this letter, as chairman 
of the executiv committee of the American Secular 
Union, I hastened to the house of Mr. Pierre Loril- 
lard, 389 Fifth avenue, New York.. He was notat home, 
and I learned it was very uncertain when he would be 
there, as his time was much occupied at Jersey City, 
Jobstown, and other places. I then at once mailed 
copies of the following letter, ome addressed to his 
residence in this city, and another to his place of 
business in Jersey City: 

x a New York, Dec. 24, 1885. 
M, PIERRE LORLLARD, Esq., Dear Sir: -I respectfully call your 
attention to the following extract from a letter just received: 

i * Jossrown, N. J., Dec. 22, 1885. 
**0. B. Reynoxps, Esg., My Dear Sir: Your lectures hav 
caused quite an excitement here. Certain persons, prompted 
by sectarian hate, bigotry, and prejudice, hav used their in- 
fluence with Wm. Griswold, the superintendent of the Ran- 
cocas stock farm, owned by Pierre Lorillard, and induced 
him to issue orders to his foreman to hav all the men dis- 
charged who took ‘any activ part in the lectures, or became 

members of the Jobstown Liberal League: 

* S. R. WirHERILL." 

The objects óf the Jobstown Liberal League are to afford 
better facilities for attaining scientific education and sociabil- 


ity; especially advocating and enüeavoring to secure the’ 


*"Nine Demands of Liberalism,” thus insuring to all equal 
rights and privileges regardless of religious faith or the lack 
of it. : ; 

In behalf of liberty and justice the American Secular Union 
requests that you will immediately revoke the arbitrary and 
outrageous decree of your superintendent, Wm. Griswold. 

Please notify me of your action in the matter. Relying on 
your prompt compliance, Very respectfully qus 

" Cuas. B. REYNOLDS, 
Chairman Ex. Com. Am. Secular Union. 

December 29th Mr. Lorillard wrote me: p 

CnuanLEs B. RxvworLps, Ch. Ex. Com. American Secular 
Union, Sir: I consider your letter impertinent. -I hav never 
issued such an order, directly or indirectly, and Mr. Griswold 
denies the statement. 

There seems to be a misunderstanding in this mat- 
ter somewhere, and I recommend the secretary of the 
Jobstown Union to find out where it lies. I will 
then, when we know the truth, take such action as is 
necessary.  . , C. B. Rzyuorps. 


——————— — 9 -99—————————— 
Ben Wade and Bob Toombs, 


This is the story of the quarrel between Senators 
Wade and Toombs as I heard it from the lips of the 
former in 1864: 

Senator Toombs was a legislativ bully. He as- 
sailed-Stephen A. Douglas one day in such an abusiv 
manner that Mrs. Douglas left the Senate gallery in 
tears. By and by Mr. Wade began to giv the 
Georgian bully some hard hits, going’ so. far as to 
Shake his fist in the face of Mr. Toombs, whose desk 
was close by, and saying, “Cowards, are we? Cowards!” 
By this time some began to expect a duel, and James 
Watson Webb, who had fought one in New York, 

. waited upon Mr. Wade for the purpose of offering his 
Services as second in case of a challenge. But not 
knowing much about the senator’s fighting qualifica- 
tions he asked him what he intended' to do if chal- 
lenged? “Do? said Wade, “why, I intend to kill 
him." “Ah, indeed,” said Webb, “then I suppose 
you ean shoot.” “Shoot? 
and Toombs knows it. Let him put a piece of paper 
of the size of a dollar over his heart, and if I don't hit 
it with a rifle, then I'm a coward. But Toombs won't 
challenge me, he knows he'll get killed.” 

For two or three days after that Toombs was busy 
all the time writing and franking documents, without 
ever looking up. At the end of the third-day he 
yawned and stretched himself, and then casting a 
glance at Wade, he said, “I don't see the use of a 
man's making a damned fool of himself." Burr. 

Washington, D. C., Dec. 27.. 


———M——————$9—9—99—— ——— ———- ^ 

, Hon. W. H. HEnxDoN, for nearly twenty years law partner 
of Abraham Lincoln, writes as follows concerning Rems- 
burg’s ‘‘ Sabbath-Breaking:” ‘‘It seems to me that he has 
exhausted the subject of Sabbath-breaking. The language 
of the book is plain, the ideas clean-cut, and the argument 
unanswerable., He has left nothing untouched for others to 
use on future occasions. The historic fact that he brings for- 
ward that the Christian world has adopted the old pagan day 
of the sun for its holy day is well timed and proves that no 
one day is more sacred than another. All days are sacred. 
God, the infinit energy, makes no pets." 


arm, owned by Pierre Lorillard, and induced | 


Why, of course I can, . 


| 


An Extraordinary. Book—IV. 

ARE MOST OF THE LATIN AND GREEK CLASSICS, TOGETHER 
- WITH ALL THE WRITINGS OF THE CHRISTIAN FATHERS, 
FORGERIES OF THE FOURTEENTH, FIFTEENTH, AND SIX- 
TEENTH CENTURIES ? 

The pretended heresies were developed after a de- 
signed order. The first heretics against the Trinity 
introduced either eight Æons, as Ptolemæus, or 
thirty, as Valentinus, or three hundred and sixty-five, 
as Basilides. Then Marcion and Manies were made 
- to talk foolishly about God the Father; then Arius 
. about the consubstantiality of the Word ; Nestorius 
about the unity of Christ; Eutyches, about the two 
natures of Christ; Sergius and Pyrrhus about a two- 
fold will; the Iconoclasts about the worship of im- 
ages; then whether an image of Christ could be 
called an image of God, and then began a disputa- 
tion concerning the presence of Christ in the eucha- 
rist, a controversy about predestination, etc. 

When I deny that the Arian, Pelagian, or any other 
heresy existed, I do not say that.there were no here- 
tics; but if there were those who held the sentiments 
ascribed to Pelagius and Arius, I say they were Athe- 
ists and simpletons. If anyone wants to propagate 
Atheism, he ought to do it ingeniously. ] 

I venture to say that itis easier to prove the whole 
of the ancient writings supposititious (with the ex- 
ceptions named) than any particular one; for their 
&greement among themselvs is far more apparent to 
the critical eye than the impiety of any one of 
them. The abolition of the writings falsely ascribed 
to the Fathers would be the extinction of all heresy., 

Some may ask, How is it possible that the Atheisni 


which you claim to hav discovered in these writings |. 


has escaped the notice of learned theologians in former 
times? I answer by a like inquiry: How happens it 
that in our own time, when there are so many no less 
clever scholars, and when much finer books are pro- 
duced, and are more easily read and understood on 
account of the introduction of typography, yet the 
same forgery escapes the observation of these men? 
The fraud was not detected before our time because 
no one, without first reading those writings carefully 
and critically, could be made to believe that they 
were all supposititious and false. And until our 
time most of them were hidden away in libraries. 

Enough has now been said, I trust, to enable the 
reader of this introduction (prolegomena) to see that 
the fabrications of so many works, dogmatical, his- 
torical (so-called), and ecclesiastical, intended, if pos- 
sible to utterly destroy all religion. In my treatis 
on the ancient coins of the kingdoms of France I 
showed that this impious system was meditated and 
begun in the reign of Philip Augustus (1180-1223) ; 
that it was more fully developed under Philip the 
Fair (1285-1314), and Valesius (1328-1350), and that 
it then increased prodigiously and continued through 
a period of over 150 years. à 

Here ends this remarkable book, published in 1766 
and little noticed by scholars. Being written in 
Latin, it has been almost a sealed book, for the task 
of reading such a work is seldom undertaken even by 
college professors of dead languages. And yet the 
principal part of college education is the pretended 
acquisition of ability to read Latin and Greek. Oh, 
. what a delusion, especially if Hardouin is only half 
right, as we suspect he is! The learned and sensible 
historian, ‘Buckle, could find but little use for the 
Latin authors, and considered them unprofitable 
reading. Hardouin would hav agreed with Buckle 
on that point, and could hav given him the best of 
all reasons for despising classical literature. If Har- 
douin.is right, the principal use of Latin and Greek 
is to make college pedants. | 

In the summer of 1883 we proved in Tus Taur 


SxEKER that the letters of Pliny to Trajan were|. 


forgeries; but because Tertullian refers to two of 
those letters we were compelled to date the forgery 
about the year 200, unless the passage in Tertullian 
should happen to be an interpolation, in which case 
the forgery of the letters might be assigned to the 
third or fourth century, because Eusebius quotes 
Tertullian on Pliny. But if Hardouin is right, then 
it follows that the Letters to Pliny were forged after 
the thirteenth- century, about the time that the works 
of Tertullian and Eusebius were written. 

But again, if Hardouin is right, all the hitherto 
pretended early testimonies to the existence of Christ 
and Christianity must be assigned to the fourteenth, 
fifteenth, and sixteenth centuries. That is to Say, 
the.two passages in Josephus concerning Christ were 
not interpolated in the time of Eusebius, who first 
quotes them; nor was the passage in Josephus con- 
cerning John the Baptist interpolated in the time of 
Origen, who first refers to it; nor was anything con- 
cerning Christ or Christianity written by Pliny or 
Tacitus in the second century, but the Letters of 
Pliny, as. well as the Annals of Tacitus, were forged 
by Benedictine monks or other Catholic savants after 
the thirteenth century. In short, if Hardouin is 
right, historical Christianity is unsupported by any 
early contemporary record whatever, unless it be such : 
as the Jews hav in the Talmud and Toldoth Jeshu, 
which unmistakably describe a Jesus stoned and 
hanged for sorcery a hundred years before the time 
of Pontius Pilate, "ANTICHRIST, 


ot. sharin ME 


—7 THE TRUTH SEHKER, JANUARY 2% ro. 


| Miss Gardener's Address to the Clergy and Others, | ax pe 
licly, and are already in the hands of several thousand "=, 


Up to the present time I hav tried to reply person. 


ally to.each one who has favored me with a letter o 


thanks, criticism, or. praise of the little book, * Men} 
‘Women, and Gods, and Other Lectures,” just pub 
lished, but I find that if I continue to do this I shal 
hav but little time for anything else. 

. The very unexpected welcome the little book ha 
received prompts me to take this plan and means o 
replying to many who hav honored me by writing mé 
personal letters. First, permit me to thank those wh 
hav written letters of praise and gratitude, and to say 
that although I may be unable to reply in a privat 
letter, I am not indifferent to these evidences of yo 
interest, and am greatly helped in my work by ie 
sympathy and encouragement. I hav also received 
most courteous letters from various clergymen who! 
disagreeing with me, desire to convert me either by 
mail or personal (private) interviews. l E 

It is wholly impossible for me to grant these re- 
quests, since my time and strength are demanded in 
other work, but I will say here what I. hav written to 
several of my clerical correspondents, and desire to 
say to them all: — Dos : 

_Although I cannot enter into private correspond- 
ence with, nor grant personal intervi ws to; Such a 


number of your body, I am ent ng to respond 
in a public way to any strictr wy work which 
come under the following 


1. On page.14 of iha to my book, 
Gelenel Ingersoll Says: “N g can answer 


her arguments, —E'—es ll the priests 


= = 


THE IRSN 
[From the TRUTH i, KER ANNUAL for 1886.] 


A 


in the world cannot lain away her objectiotg.' 
There is no explanation.. They should remain dumb 
unless they can show that the impossible is the p '^b- 
able, that slavery is better than freedom, that po 


iGIN (CLosEp). : | 


nswer them publicly, since they hav been made pub- ^. 


people, who could not be reached by their eloquence - ~ 


if it were poured out on my devoted head in the pri- " — y- 


vacy of my own parlor (or writing-desk). SRM 

Therefore, gentlemen, permit me to say to you: all ^ 
that which I hav already written to several of you `. 
personally—that I shall maintain that Colonel Inger- ... ` 


sol's paragraph, quoted above, expresses my own ~ 


views and those of a great many other people, and 


will continue so to do so long as your efforts to re-- : << 


fute it are only whispered to me behind a fan, or in the 
strict privacy of a letter marked “private and pers- 
sonal.” : i Y ee 
The arguments I hav given against the prevailing. 
Christian dogmas and usages, which you uphold, are 
neither private nor personal, nor shall I allow them | 
to take that phase. Life is too short for mié to spend 
hours day after day in sustaining in private a publi 
argument which has never: been (and, in my opinion . 
never will be) refuted. And it would do no good to} 
the thousands whom you are pleased to. say will be’: | 
led led astray by my position. You hav.a magnificent . 
opportunity to lead them back again by honest public ` 
letters, or lectures, or sermons, not by an afternoon's : 
chat with me. ar EE 
And, while I recognize the courtesy of your press- : 
ing requests (made, without exception, in the most. ~ 
gentlemanly terms) to permit you to meet me person- 
ally and refute my arguments, I feel compelled to 
say that, unless you are willing to show the courage 
of your convictions (and the quality of your defense) 
to the public, I fear they would hav no weight with 
me, and I should hav wasted your precious time as 
well as my own, which I should feel that I had no ^ 
right to do, nor to allow you to do without this frank 
statement of the case. i S 
Now, do not suppose that I hay the slightest objec- 
tion to meeting the clergy personally and socially. 


Upon the contrary, many of my friends` are clergy- i. 


men—even bishops—but candor compels me to state 
that up to the present time not one of them has 
(either privately or otherwise) been able to answer 
either of the first two lectures in that little book, and 
as to the third one, no one of them, in my opinion, 
will ever try to answer it. i 

Time -will show whether I am right in this... 

In the meantime accept my thanks for your interest, 
and believe me, Sincerely, Heren H. GARDENER. 


————— A »——————————— 
The Gospels of Hate and of Love. | 

In his “Religion of Amity and the Religion of 
Enmity" Herbert Spencer says that primitiv humen- 
ity had but one religion, and the humanity of the re- 
mote future will hav but one. “The two," he de-. 
clares, *are opposed; and we, who liv midway in the 
course of civilization, hav to believe in both—the 
religion of amity, and the religion of humanity." Of 
course, both are not called religions, but he speaks of 
things as he finds them rather than of names. ` 

How true all this is! A code obtains which, six 
days in a week, sneers at honesty of expression 
as well as of execution, and on the other day moral- - 
izes upon the righteousness of candor and the need 
of truth in every-day life. To be in harmony with 
the world one must practice deceit and believe in its 
opposit; must preach sincerity and practice prevari- . 
cation. Strife is right on Saturday and wrong on` 
Sunday. Business duplicity and simulation, political. 
cant and dissembling, circumvention, charlatanism, 
and empiricism blend harmoniously as the virtues of 
the sexanary existence, the other day being ostensibly 
devoted to the negation of the six-day polity. The 
latter condition is the outline of the religion of peace 
at a paradox, warring with strife. Thus one day in 
seven we try to make ourselvs believe that we believe 


~] in fidelity. It is a desperate struggle, in which.con- 


science seeks existence as well as potency. 

“This is the age of hypocrisy,” declares a philoso- 
pher. Soit seems. To be in harmony with environ- . 
ment one must be a numskull or a dissembler. To 


amy is the friend of woman, that. the innocent tua | doubt is bad, but to giv expression to doubt is un- 


justly suffer for the 


Now, whenever any one of these gentlemen “who; 
wish to convert me will. 7 
in this brief paragraph; whenever they will in print or. 
in public refute the arguments to which he refers, 
and to which they object, I shall not be slow to re- 
spond to the same. 

2. It must be argument, not personal abuse, ar J it 
must be conducted in a courteous manner and to 

8. It must proceed upon the basis that I am 
honest, as earnest, and as virtuous in my motivs an 
intentions as they are in theirs. 

Now, surely these gentlemen cannot object to 
these simple requirements, and since some of them 
are men whose names are preceded by a title and fol- 
lowed by several capital letters (ranging from D.D. to 
O.S.F.—which I, in my ignorance, guess at as meaning 
Order of St. Francis, but shall like to be corrected if 
I am wrong) they must believe that to answer the 
arguments themselvs is bot 7 aggy, 

If they do not so beliey 
to occupy the positions .. 
they do so believe it wj 


soht 


ow that the colonel is wrong; 


sth guilty, and that to persecute for, [pardonable. 
opinion’s sake is an act of love and worship." T 


Still worse is it, to propagate, organize,and build. 
Iconoclasm is heresy; reconstruction is damnation.. 
Not only is this true of the so-called Christian world, 
but of the Secular. Reformers, even, are lamentably 
lacking in liberality. So long has oppression swayed 
that liberty is still.an almost unknown quality; it is © 
not understood. It isinterpreted to mean license for 
one and restriction for another. The Deist is shocked 
at the blasphemy of the Atheist. The Materialist 
^d Agnostic snub each other. Spiritualism and hyp- 
K $5 draw their skirts close about them, and tread 


Ay by on the other side., Hylo-idealism sniffs 


iupatiently at the priests and- the mediums, and yet; > 
tie novitiate sees them as a unit in essentials, and as 
viin fragments in non-essentials. The monogamist 
bhnehes with horror at polygamy and shuns the po-: 
lygamist, and none of the three dare admit sympathy 
for or fellowship with the Freelover. The labor- re- ` 
former fears politics, and the politician despises’ the 
relormer. The wage-worker .hates the millionaire, 
anil the latter sneers at the former and asks him wha; 
b “ig going to do about it; plans by the million 
compromise, but not one for strict equation. 


pets ihe 


: -= eapitalist seeks to pauperize the laborer, and the 
- «laborer hopes to swap conditions. 


Neither seeks ex- 


` -act justice, and therefore they battle against the tem- 


pest. But to tell either side the truth is worse than 
‘heresy. Truth crushed to earth they fear not, but 


. truth with radiant wing they evade. 


` erance ! 


5 . Shelley. 


Oh, what a world of misery there is in man's intol- 
“T am a social outcast, a Pariah,” exclaimed 
His family forbid the mention of his name, 
_held no communication with him during the last five 
years of his life, his early friends had no sympathy 


^. with his writings, the press denounced him, and others 
_ Yemonstrated with him. And yet-his crime appears 


to hav been his writings, which were, as Trelawny 
declares, “the pure outpourings of his inward mind." 
He was the victim. of the religion of hate. It has 


. eursed the world since the crucifixion on Calvary— 


"aye, and long before. 
the unjust; the glorious sun shines upon them all. 


The rain falls on the just and 


Nature does not discriminate. Only in the exponents 
of the religion of enmity is. found the-concensus of 
the competent. We who liv in this age must either 
practice this religion or meet rebuffs and sneers at 
every corner, and eke out existence from hand to 
mouth. The gospel of peace-and equity hasgbut one 
chance in seven. And even then its inculeation is at- 


. tempted only through precept. 


' policy dictates that of enmity. 


‘They who can catch the glimmerings of the gospel 
of the future must either pose as martyrs, or accept 
as sacred and true the primitiv gospel of hate and 
strife. Conscience appeals for the religion of amity; 
Here and there the 
warmth of love is faintly felt, and perhaps the glow 


4, of the seventh day will, in time, do for every-day 


Mr. Bradlaugh Says He Will Take His Seat. 


Toe 


affairs, But not yet. Patience, martyrdom, and 
‘work must long intervene. W. T. D. 


From an Interview wiih a Sun Correzponde nt, 


_ Having left the Atlas omnibus, which runs between 
Swiss Cottage and the city at Circus road, once a 
busy thoroughfare of St. John’s Wood, I inquired at 
20, a corner house, the ground floor of which is oc- 
cupied by a music-seller, if Mr. Bradlaugh was at 
home. “Yes,” replied a tidy maid. 
` I gave her my card, and was soon introduced into 
a large room with walls lined with books. Mr. Brad- 
laugh was sitting at a writing table with his back to 
an alarming fire. The lamp was lit and the curtains 
drawn, for the afternoon was dark and stormy. . The 
fifth-time elected member of Northampton was hard 
at work, but on seeing me, and knowing I had come 

-for the. Swun,he got up and shook hands with a cheer- 
ing weleome. Mr. Bradlaugh has been in America, 


«and likes the Americans. 


C. He was. b 
high, with’ 


: - the mouth large, with thin lips. 


orn in September, 1833. He is six feet 
large shoulders. 'The hair is gray and 
‘brushed back. The eyes are small, but piercing, and 
The whole face and 


i head make one think first of a bulldog, and next of a 


Collect here in this room Mr. Gladstone, Lord Har- 


fridr. He wears no beard or moustache, and looks 
blown, but not broken up. His voice is fine-toned, 
- and his elocution incisiv. He impresses one as a man 
of unconquerable persistence, with his gameness 
sobered down by a great deal of Yankee shrewdness. 
He must hav been uncommonly strong. When a 
' private in the Seventh Dragoon Guards he challenged 
one of the best boxers of the regiment, who was for- 
ever teasing him, and repeatedly Imocked him down. 
Close to the desk where he was writing on my arrival 


`- the ex-trooper keeps as a relic of the past hard times 


an Arabic vocabulary, which, having been found 
among his scanty chattels by his fellow recruits when 
sailing to Dublin to join their corps, created such a 
fancy among them that they actually began to play at 
football with it. : 

Mr. Bradlaugh is a widower. He livs with his 
daughters, two tall, good-looking, and lettered per- 
sons, who share all the doctrins.of the great Atheist 
agitator, and aid to blaze them forth in books and 
orations. ` 


“Well, Mr’ Bradlaugh,” I began, “ what do you : 


think of the elections ?" w” 
** Well, sir," said he, “I don't think badly of them 


after all, and if they are not better Mr. Parnell is. re | 


sponsible for it. He is now Messrs. Parnell..chur- 
chill & Co. This is not merely a most unhóly alli- 
ance. Itis a most foolish one, both for Ireland and 
England.” 
* Were you not surprised at seeing the long list of 
Conservativs elected by London and many of the ‘ig 
towns ?” “ge 
“Not very. Mind, in most of the districts retéifed. 
to the Tories had their strongholds. Yet we hav 
turned them out of not a few of them. Look at the 


.. desperate contests in the metropolis alone, at Fins- 
. bury, at South St. Pancras, Bermondsey, Southwark, 


all ending in our favor. Then consider this, that the 


Radicals had generally to fight it out single-handed. 


- = There is a break in the Liberal party. The Whigs 


: are dead and gone, and Liberals do not all agree. 


tington, Mr. Chamberlain, and Mr. Goschen, and. 
there is hardly any subject on which they woul, 
cord.” 


now and then go among their slaves? 


.* But, then, don’t you think 
eve of a very serious crisis?" j F 

* Yes, but not on the eve of ‘an imminent one, as 
many believe. This, you likely know, is the -land of 
compromise. There will still be many compromises 
before we reach the final goal.”/ 

“Then those are wrong whọ fear or desire a rev- 
olution ?" : ` 
“To hav a revolution you must hav men to make 

Where are. they ?" s 
* To tell you the truth, I cettainly had thought you 
would be one." : 

*I don't want to achieve a revolution only to be 
hanged. I would only start one that I would ‘feel 
able to conduct to a sy&cessful issue and that would 
bring lasting good to tne people" - 

“I hav often listened to you at the Hall of Science, 
at Trafalgar Square, at Hyde Park, and I had pre- 
sumed that you and your auditors. would carry every- 


it. 


. thing before you.” 


“I believe if I had asked them to follow me any- 
where, they would hav done so; but it would merely 
hav cost me my neck, which would hav helped no- 
body." ` 2 

But I thought you were a republican ?” 

* And so I am, but if in order to spring a republic 
in this country to-morrow I had only to place your 
visiting-card in.the nearest letter-box, I would not do 
it, for I do not want to establish a republic in this 
country for one day, but forever.” 


THE IRON VIRGIN (Oren). 


^ [From the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL for 1886.] 


: * You think that England will eventually become a 
republic?” 

.* Yes; undoubtedly; but when, I don't know—per- 
haps in ten years, perhaps in sixty.” 

“T do not quite see why the Radicals are so strong 
against the queen, considering that she does not 
seemi to care much for the aristocracy, and mostly 
associates with her servants and such people.” 

“Did not your Southern planters think it useful to 

* What will be the effect of 
the nation?” 

“None; what does she do?” ^" , 

“Will you follow Mr. Gladstone if he comes to 
office?” 

“Of course. We differ, but I like him.” 

. “Would you follow Mr. Chamberlain?” 

After a little hesitation, * Yes," was the reply. 

“Would you follow Lord Hartington?” | 

“Yes,” was the immediate answer, and Mr. Brad- 
laugh added: “You must hav noticed that I answered 
your third query much quicker than your second. I 
must explain. Mr. Chamberlain would rush head- 
long against our opponents. Lord Hartington 
would cajole them. You are straightforward people 
on the other side of the'Atlantie, and you will not, 
perhaps, und^ ' this, but you gët more here by 

ial er :ault." " 
with the 


a 


her majesty's death on 


church?” 


this country is on the | 


“Leave it’ alone for the present. Parsons hav 
been doing wonderful work for us lately. If I had 
laid’ out all the money needed to buy them off, I 
could not hav disestablished: them at a faster rate: 
Besides, there are 21,000 of them, and it would be 
stiff labor to work them out at a stretch.” | 

“Will you sit this time in the House?” 

“I will.” moe 

“But then it might mean the use of strong meas- 
ures, as you hav exhausted, I believe, all the legal 
means.” - 

“Not at all. You are mistaken.” * 

As I was taking leave of him, Mr. Bradlaugh, as- 
suming a most solemn tone, quite in dissonance with 
the light one he had used, and raising: himself to his 
full hight, said: “I am tired, fifty times more tired . 
than I can say, sir, of the struggle, but I mean and . 
tell you that somebody shall be made to pay for it 
before it is over. And mind, this is not confidential." 


Notes From the Field. 

To raz EprroR or Tue TRurH Seexer: I hav at 
last got settled down to work in the self-appointed 
mission of canvassing Illinois in the interests of the 
Secular Union. And alfhough I find it a difficult 
task, and one that poorly remunerates the laborer, 
yet I hav a large enough hope to believe that if we 
cast our bread upon the waters, we, or others who 
come after us, shall reap the harvest. Last week I 
visited several small towns not far from Chicago, and 
lectured to small audiences with good results. Our 
Liberal friend, C. E. Tetley, of Hegewich, invited us | 
to visit that place and giv the nativs one or two Lib- 
eral lectures. We very cheerfully accepted the invi- 
tation, and on the 10th and 11th inst. explained some 
features of the Secular Union. It is a matter of re- 
gret that, among so many good Liberals as there are 
here, none of them take any of the Liberal papers. 
We hope that this may not be the case much longer. 

We made the acquaintance of Peter Hill, Ernest 
Steller, H. Thedou, and J. Christ. The latter, I un- 
derstand, makes no claims of relationship to the 
Nazarene. On the 18th and 14th I spoke at Car- 
penterswille. We should doubtless hav had large 
crowds to hear us had it not been for the great snow 
storm that was on, blocking up the roads. 

We were kindly entertained by Delos Dunton and 
family. Our next stopping-place was Algonquin, 
but as no hall could be had, we could not, of course, 
hold forth. Mr. Robert Phillips and family made us 
welcome for the day, and on parting assured us 
that the latch-string would always hang out for us. 

At Dundee we were persuaded by William Smith, 
a kind gentleman and genuin Liberal, to stop over for 
a day or two and giv a talk in his parlor, which we 
very cheerfully did. We formed the acquaintance of 
several earnest. Freethinkers, and as many more who 
made loud professions, but when the time came to 
act were not to be found. i 

Notwithstanding this, I predict that Dundee will 
hav a good Liberal society before many years. Iam 
soon to start on a long trip over the state, stopping 
at the following places: Braidwood, Gardner, Dwight, 
Streator, Varna, Lacon, Minonk, Dana, Bloomington, 
Farmer City, Clinton, Decatur, Assumption, Pana, 
Shelbyville, Matoon, Kinmundy, Centralia, Tamaray, 
St. John's, Belleville, Carrolton, Whitehall, Franklin, 
Girard, Auburn; Petersburg. W. S. Brrr. 


Hard Upon Judge Benedict. 

Those readers of Taz Truru Srexer who hav been 
interested in the account of “Persecution in Au- 
stvalia,” and who hav any sense of humor whatever, 
cannot fail to see something grimly ludicrous in the 
situation. Just think of it! After Judge Benedict 
had made all sorts of effort to hav it appear that D. 
M. Bennett was “obscene ;" after he had lent himself 
to the most outrageous perversion of justice ever 
Imown since the days of Pontius Pilate, and sacri- 
ficed every principle of integrity, and decency, and 
honesty for the sake of getting an Infidel into prison, 
here comes a little whiffet of a collector, away down 
in Australia, and insists that the printed report of 
the trial of D. M. Bennett is “obscene.” It would be 
funny to now what Benedict thinks of this state of 
affairs, just as a matter of curious interest. Is this 
the reward that Benedict has earned, after sacrificing 
so much, after all his labor and pains, after his suc- 
cess in managing the trial all his own way, so that his 
victim had nothing to say about it whatever, now to be 
informed by a contemptible customs collector in a re- 
mote corner of the world that his trial, the work of 
his own hands, which he was at so much pains to fix 
right, is obscene? Well, well! What turn will the 
obscenity craze take next? Ep. W. CHAMBERLAIN. 


“= — 4p 
The Promis of 1886. 
Now the New Year is upon us with its promises sublime, 
‘And we ask what it will bring us down the corridors of time. 
Is there life within its waters; is there healing on its wings? 
And will wisdom and contentment come with other useful 
things ? ; , 

Shall we don anew our armor, wipe the rust from off our blade, 
And go forth to fresh achievement in the line of progress made? 
Yea, these shall come from effort, and our joys be multiplied, 
They &re casual little blessings in the coming days descried. 
But the brightest, gladdest promis of the happiest New Year 


Is—A new TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL is shortly to appear. 
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Now 1s THE Time ror RENEwArs, and we hope all 
will. be prompt. 
year, the subscription list must be lengthened. 
We will renew one old subscription for a year, 
and send Tue TnurH SEEKER to one new subscriber 


If we gre to print pictures this 


for a year, for $5. Will not everyone, in renew- 


ing, try to get.a new subscriber? 


And in renewing inclose 25 cents for the Trura 


SEEKER ANNUAL for 1886. 
———— — $—9——————— — 


The Truth Seeker. 


À Happy New. Year to our friends, and many of 
them! May peace and prosperity “be and abide 
with you all now and forevermore!” as the ministers 
say. 

Tug Truru Seeker makes its New Year's calls this 
year in a new dress. The old one was so badly worn 
that it had to be cast aside, though we can ill spare 
the money the new one cost. 

In this number also we begin the publication of 
pictures. That on the first page is from the artist 
who on previous occasions has done such good ser- 
vice with his pencil. The Iron Virgin cuts are from 
photographs brought from Nuremberg by Mr. Charles 
Eckhart, and engraved for the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 
The picture on the last page is from a French book, 
* Gros-Jean et Son Curé,” published by the-“ Libraire 
Anticléricale," of Paris. These pictures, with perhaps 
the exception of the Iron Virgin, need no comment. 
This Virgin is a relie of the Inquisition—of those 
‘times when the Christian church had full control of 
the world. At present she stands beneath the town 
hall of Nuremberg, Bavaria, in a vaulted chamber en- 
tirely dug out of the living rock, except the roof, 
which is formed of hewn stone. On the opposit wall, 
suspended by an iron hook,is a lamp, which, when 
lighted, shows the goodly proportions of “Our Lady.” 
On the instant of touching a spring the image flings 
open its arms, which resemble the doors of a cup- 
board, and which, as may be seen, are stuck full on 
the inside with poniards, each about a foot in length. 
. Some of these knives, it will be noticed, are so placed 
as to enter the eyes of those whom the image enfolded 
in its embrace; others are set so as to penetrate the 
ears and brain, and others to pierce the breast. The 
person upon whom all other means except reason had 
been exhausted, and who still refused to be a Cath- 
olic, would be led along the tortuous passage and 
ushered into this vault, where the first object to greet 
his eye, the pale light of the lamp falling upon it, 
would be the Iron Virgin. He was bidden to stand 
in front of the image. The spring was touched by 
the executioner, the Virgin flung open her arms, and 
the wretched victim was forced between them. An- 
other spring was then touched, the Virgin closed 
upon her victim; a strong wooden beam, fastened at 
one end of the wall by a movable joint, the other 
against the doors of the iron image, was worked by a 
screw; and as the beam was pushed out, the spiky 
. arms of the Virgin slowly but irresistibly closed upon 
the man, goring him with their poniards. When the 
unbeliever was silenced, if not convinced, it was not 
necessary that the executioner should put himself to 
the trouble of making the Virgin unclasp the mangled 
carcass of her victim; provision had been made for its 
quick and secret disposal. At the touching of a third 
spring the floor of the image slid aside, and the body 
of the victim dropped down the mouth of a perpen- 
dicular shaft in the rock. Looking down this pit, one 
can see at a great depth the shimmer of the water. 
' A canal had been made to flow underneath the vault 


where stood the Iron Virgin, and when she had done 
her work upon those who were delivered over to her 
tender mercies, she let them fall with quick descent 
and sudden plunge into the canal underneath, where 
they floated to the Pegnitz, and from the Pegnitz to 


"arguments" such as these that the. church was 
built up and established. The Iron Virgin is no 
longer a factor in polemics, but her prototype, the 
Virgin Mary, still bears rule with an influence not less 
fatal to the mind than the embrace of the iron woman 
in the torture-chamber of Nuremberg was ‘to the 
body. The myth and the monument should go 
together. They should take their places in the mu- 


against a revival or survival of the superstition and 
brutality in which mankind has sunk under the con- 
trol of religion and ignorance. 

We like the picture department. Through it we 
believe we can do a great amount of good. We think 
pictures also add to the attractivness of the paper, 
and, in conjunction with the able writers who freely 
giv their services to the cause, make Tue Trura 
Serxer one of the best journals on the continent, and 
worthy the support of every Freethinker. Of course 
we hav not reached perfection in this, the first num- 
ber, nor hav we attained our ideal. Like almost 
everything else, the artistic work for Freethought must 
grow. Never before in this country, until Tae TRUTH 
Seeker began, has the artist's pencil supplemented 
the Freethought writer's pen, and we find that artists 
capable of aiding in this work are very few. But they 
wil grow to it, and if we are supported by our 
friends, the fruits of their growth wil be gathered 
for these columns. And right here we acknowledge 
with thanks the promis.of $15 from Mr. Charles Eck- 
hart and the payment of $1 by Mrs. Slenker toward 
the illustrations. This is pleasant indeed, and we 
hope others may be induced by their example to aid 
alittle—at least to the extent of getting a new sub- 
scriber. 

The articles in this cation of Tur TRUTH SEEKER 
are exceptionally good. What a magnificent tribute 
is that of Colonel Ingersoll to Elizur Wright—of 
tender greatness to heroic worth! ' The other com- 
munications are also of sterling merit. Everyone tells 
something new, or teaches some useful lesson. The 
“Letters from Friends” are various as the experi- 
ences of the writers, and each is the honest thought 
of an honest man or woman. Woman, too, is strongly 
defended and represented in this issue of the paper, 
and we are vain enough to think that in Tae Trours 
SEEKER, of all journals, she finds her best friend. ~ 

Considering ‘everything, we are satisfied that we 
begin 1886 in good style. We shall continue to im- 
prove as the means present. 

—*-—9—— 


The Catholies and Public Schools. 


The people of the Argentine Republic hay recently 
had an issue forced upon them very similar to the issue 
just met by the French government. The popula- 
tion of the Argentine Republic is mostly Roman Cath- 
olic. Nunneries are the principal product of this re- 
ligion in the country. Popular education is very 
poor, and but a few years ago only twenty-eight 
thousand out of a population of about two millions 
could write. Lately, however, the government has 
established normal schools and imported’ teachers, 
mostly ladies, from this-country. A majority of these 
"teachers are Protestants. This process of education 
has been going on for some years, under the consti- 
tution adopted in 1862, which guarantees freedom of 
the press, of religion, of association, of oducshon, 
and equality before the law. 

Last year the serpent appeared, and the serpent’s 
religion was Roman Catholicism. A series of dis- 


patches hav been received by the secretary of state. 


of this country, which describe the fight now being 
waged in the Argentine Republic between the gov- 


ernment and the church. As long ago as April, 1884, 


Dr. Clara, a Catholic ecclesiastic and acting bishop at 
Cordova, issued a pastoral letter prohibiting, among 
other things, the sending df Catholic children to 
schools where Protestant teachers were employed. 
The national government, considering it an act of 
disrespect and insubordination, took the matter up, 


| and after the exchange of, several notes between the 


minister of education, the gover of ‘the province 
of Cordova, and Dr. Clara, refer: ^ *torney- 
general for his opinion. The 
long report giving a full rev 


‘could disciplin and dismiss. - 


the Rhine, and by the Rhine to the ocean. It is by |: 


seums, there to stand as a warning and an admonition | 


the state and the ae givs ‘the épinion that the x 
government which confirmed . church’ nominations’ ar 
President Rocca ac- : 
cepted this opinion as sound doctrin, and issued'à ... 
decree dismissing Dr. Clara. This was followed by à 
sharp discussion in the press and also in Congress; ' . 
where a resolution was introduced calling for all the :- 
correspondence. Notwithstanding the decree, Dr. 
Clara refused to accept his dismissal, and continued 
to exercise the functions of his priestly office. He. - 
even issued a second pastoral, in which he asserted : 
that it was his duty to obey instructions from Rome. 
rather than the laws of the national government. 
People are now divided into two parties, clerical... 
and anti-clerical. Congress passed a bill, which had 
been introduced at a previous session, providing that 
in the schools of the national capital there should be 
no sectarian test or teaching. In the discussion of- 
the budget of the minister of education and worship 
a hot debate took place on a section relating to the 
suppression of the seminaries for the education of 
priests, and Minister De Wild made it known that 
the president, by withholding supplies, was deter- 
mined “to press the question to the point of separa- 
tion of church and state. 
Dr. Maltera, the apostolic delegate, anathematized .- 
the normal school at Cordova, of which Miss Clara 
Armstrong, an American lady and a Protestant, was . 
directress ; and having been requested by Miss Arm- 
strong to remove the anathema, consented on condi- `` 
tion that she secure certain pledges from the minister ` 
of worship. This she attempted to do, but was 
sharply reprimanded by the minister, who told her 
that the government employed her to.teach sciences, 
and that Dr. Maltera had no authority to interfere. . 
The -minister called upon Dr. Maltera for an ex- ` 
planation of his interference with the laws and 
authorities of the country, and as the explanations 
were not made, the minister sent the apostolic dele- 
gate his passports and required him to leave the 
country within twenty-four hours. The order was 
complied’ with. ME 
“It is quite probable" writes Mr. Osborn, our 
minister at Buenos Ayres, in his last dispatch,» that 
the president sent in a message asking Congress to 


approve a call for a convention to amend the:Consti— ~~ 


tution in order to relieve the state from the*church.” ` 

One of the early incidents of the struggle was a 
procession of more than one thousand ladies of the- 
first families of Buenos Ayres, which marched to the 
Senate and presented a petition, signed exclusivly by 
women, praying for the rejection of a pending Dill, 
already passed by the lower house, which prohibjied 
the teaching of religious dogmas in common schools. . 
A vote was immediately taken by “smart judgment,” _ 
and the bill was rejected by one vote. 

This account, condensed from Mr. Osborn’s reports 
by the Sun’s Washington correspondent, needs but 
little comment. It is but cumulativ testimony . 
that the Catholic church is inimical to every govern- 
ment that is not subservient to the pope. The state- 
ment of Clara that he considered it his duty to obey 
instructions from Rome rather than the laws of the 
country, is conclusiv upon this. And Clara is but 
one instrument out of millions the pope uses. We 
are having in this country the same interference with 
our publie schools, and upon Americans is bound. to 
come sooner or later the struggle now going on in 
this South American republic. The Catholic church 
is the stronghold of treason, and she i is undermining 
ow state through her priests. Par ochial schools are 
going tp all over the country, in which children of 
Roman Catholic parents are being instructed in their 
dut; to Rome before their country. It is only a 
few weeks since, at the dedication of a parochial school 
in St. Louis, for the completion of which nine hun- 
dred scholars had been waiting unschooled, the Rom- 
ish orator said: 

“Bye Catholic people of America are not here on n tolerance, 
asm^ny seem to suppose; they are here heirs to that freedom 
purchased by our fathers, and they are entitled to équal - 
rights with all men, and if one of these rights is taken from 
u$, all are in danger. The Catholics are robbed of their 
rights in this matter of schools, and I demand for them the . 


' total abolition of the school system (as it exists), and. in its 


stead that the state pay to the church out of the school fund 
an amount commensurate with the number of her children; 
and proportionate to the whole amount collected for school 
purposes." . 

Up in New Hampshire, a puritanical state where 
Roman Catholies are ineligible to state offices, the 
"wiest of a city endeavored to hav himself elected. to 

school board, that he might run the schools. He 


“| flea; -and to-be PERA he has built a eoa 
\-ekiool almost in his own door-yard, and withdrawn 
; all the Catholic scholars from the public schools. He 


.. French voters, to force the city to giv him a per cap- 
V^. ita share of the school fund raised by taxation. 
`< There are but few things in the world more cer- 
ain than that Roman Catholicism will ruin this coun- 
try if unopposed by true Secular methods. 
ls l . Where Was God? 
'^/On Friday, Dec. 18th, near Wilkesbarre, Pa, 
twenty-three men and boys were imprisoned by a 
cave-in .at the Nanticoke mine of the Susquehanna 
¿Coal Company. Within forty-eight hours the mine 
“was filled with water and gas, fumes. 
These men and boys are all dead—either dosi 
or suffocated. There was no earthly help for them. 
All that man can do is to dig out the remains. ` 
- The little village of Nanticoke is made up of coal- 
miners and their families. It is impossible, say the 
^ ' dispatches tothe daily press, to describe the conster- 
nation, the dismay, the agony, of the surviving friends 
of the dead miners. The whole population was out 
on the streets discussing in the wildest manner the 
situation, and exclamations of despair and cries of 
agony were heard on every street corner and in al- 
most every household. Relativs of the unfortunate 

miners were in the wildest agony, and several were 
seized with convulsions. 

Aloft, above the blue of the evens say A Chris- 
tians, on a golden throne sits an omniscient and om- 
nipotent God. Being omniscient, he knew of the 
cave-in. Being omnipotent, he had the power to save 
the men. 

Why didn’t he do it? 


Agnosticism in a Chicago Court. 


. The oath question has conie up ina practical shape 
ii Illinois, and the Supreme Court of that state will be 
¿lled upon to decide whether an Agnostic is a com- 
petent witness. On the 21st ult. Robert Hertel was 
being tried in Chicago. Mr. Eugene Prussing was 
an essential witness, and the prosecution would fail 
without his evidence. When he was called Hertel’s 

“counsel; Mr: Dikeman, interrogated him. 

Mr. Dikeman: Do yuu believe in the inspiration of the 
Holy Scriptures ? 

Mr. Prussing : No, sir. 

` Dikeman: Do you believe in the ever-living g God? 

Prussing : No, sir. 

Mr. Dikeman then claimed that under the laws of 
Illinois Mr. Prussing was not a competent witness, 
and read the the statute, the constitution, and several 
_rulings upon the question. The state's attorney and 
Judge Shepard were both taken by surprise, and the 
question was held under advisement. 

The next morning Mr. Prussing, with an armful of 
law books, entered. the court room. Judge Shepard 
said that he regretted that he had been unable to find 

‘authorities which fully satisfied his mind, and he 
would like to hear argument. 
Mr. Prussing: / l 

Do you believe in an overruling Providence, call it by what- 

€? ever name you please, God or anything else, which makes a 
‘man accountable in a future existence for sins and crimes 
* committed here? 

5j Mr. Prussing: I hav no positiv belief in the existence of a 
!^ God. My position is that I do not know whether God exists 

ornot. I neither affirm nor deny that proposition. 

Judge Shepard: Do you believe in a future state of exist- 
ence? . 

Mr. Prussing: 

_ know. 

Judge Shepard: Do you believe in any ‘future state of ex- 
istence in which you may be punished Lor the sins or crimes 
committed in this world? 

Prussing: I simply do not know anythin, ; about it. 

: Judge Longnecker, for the prosecution : \ you consider 
the oath required of you binding on your con; ience? 

Mr. Prussing : I do, most certainly. 25 

Defendant's Counsel: What is the test by which you feel 
your conscience bound ? 

Mr. Prussing: Because the oath is prescribed by law and 
the statutes of the state. None other. 

Counsel for the defendant argued against the com- 
petency of Mr. Prussing, reading copiously from the 
coustitution of the state and decisions of various 
cases, and called particular attention to the fact that 
Mr. Prussing admitted that the only test of his re- 
sponsibility was that he would not commit pésjury, 
and thus lay himself liable or amenable to theZitate 
law. 

“Mr. Prussing made an argument on is own behalf. 
He asserted that the constitutions of Illinois of 1818 

Ls -f 


I neither affirm nor deny it. I simply do not 


£ 


i 


' proposes, through his power over the Irish and 


and 1848 Pied religious aa ` This was- 
opposed by the common law. The Pilgrim fathers 

came to this country because they, wished to be freed. 
from the exaction of the common-law. They wanted 
freedom to worship as they deemed best. The devel- 
opment of knowledge and science; produced Atheists, 
and a form of affirmation was made to suit their cases. 
During the past -fifty years there had arisen a large 
group who were called Agnostics. 


Judge Shepard asked } 


know whether there was any God or not, but be there 
.one or be there none, they would act in accordance 
with the dictates of their own consciences, 

After showing that all the cases cited were decided 
under the constitution of 1848, which without doubt 
refused the testimony of those who did not believe in 
God, Mr. Prussiüg said: 


“ In 1868. Robert G. Ingersoll was the chief law officer of 
the state of llneig—its attorney-general. He made the re- 
mark that if he was the sole witness of a most diabolical 
murder, the assassin would go unhung and unpunished, be- 
cause under the laws of the state its attorney-general would 
not be competent as a witness bécause he did not believe in a 
God. The effect of this remark, and the wide discussion 
which followed, was seen in the constitution of 1870, and the 
blot was forever effaced from the statutes of the state. The 
Bill of Rights, in the constitution of 1870, says: ‘And no 


person shall be denied any civil or political right, privilege, or | 


capacity on account of his religious opinions.’ In his capac- 
ity as a witness he was protected by the constitution.”. 


Judge Shepard said the question was one of great 
importance, and should receive longer study. If the 
position of the defense was. correct, a large number 
of people would be ineapacitated-&s witnesses. He 
was inclined to the belief that the constt&ution of 1870 
stepped in to aid this class of persons. ^ He would 
decide that Prussing was competent to testify. The 
defense noted an exception, and the question will go 
to the Supreme Court of Illinois. 

————— 9 9—— — — —— 


 Good-Night and All Hail. 


Deo. 31, 1885. 
As Voyagers, standing on. the after-deck 
Of ocean-ship.at evening, see their wake 
Lit up by setting sun, while crystals fleck 
‘The rolling waves that into brilliants break ; 
So do we, gazing o’er the year just past, 
Discern its tide made radiant with that sun 
Whose beams are on the troubled billows cast 
In kind word spoken and in good deeds done; 
And, missing shadows in its golden light, 
We say: Ah: glad Old Year, good-night, good-night. 
Jan. 1, 1886. . 
And now 'tis morning; there is light ahead ; 
The sun new-risen sheds its rays again. 
The dead shall chant the requiem of the dead, 
The living sing forever life's refrain. 
The old is gone, and, weeping, all the earth 
Hath said * Farewell!" The newer day is here. 
Let Captain Time with joy record the birth, 
While all the voyagers to its name giv ear. . 
That name is PRocnEss. Let no mortal fail 
To say: Ah, glad New Year, all hail, all hail! 
— 9 9 — 


Editorial Notes. 


Tue disappointment complained of in the following letter 
from one of our correspondents : can possibly be allayed by 
Mr. Jamieson : 

- - * DELAVAN, MINN., Dec. 10, 1885. 

“ Mn. Eprror: Last winter Mr. W. F. Jamieson delivered 
two courses of lectures in Delavan. Again, in the month of 
June, he gave lectures at Mapleton, Sterling, and Good 
Thunder. is lectures were well attended and well sup- 
ported throughout. The Liberals were extremely well 
pleased with Mr. Ji amieson, and he in turn appeared to enjoy 
his visit to this vicinity very much, remarking to a number, 
before leaving, that he was never better used by any people 
than by the "Liberals of this section. Before leaving, Mr. 
Jamieson arranged a discussion with Elder Hill, an Advent- 
ist preacher, who preaches at Good Thunder. Everybody 
looked forward to the discussion with more than ordinary in- 
terest, as Elder Hill is quite an able debater, and of course no 
one [doubted that Mr. Jamieson would make it lively for 
At the last moment Elder Hill received a letter from 
rJJamieson saying that unless he would agree to charge an 
entfance fee he would decline the discussion. 


fot. to “declining the debate, for the Herd never ask 
ovjisiders to help “defray their expenses. Had Mr. Jamieson 
in ormed his Liberal friends that it would be necessary for 
tem to bear his expenses, the amount could easily hav been 

ised aud the appointment kept. Some of the Liberals de- 
clare that they would sooner hav paid the whole bill them- 
selvs than hav had a backdown before the church people. By 
this strange conduct of Mr. Jamieson, the Freethinkers hav 
been made the laughing-stock of the community. Whenever 
an Infidel opens his mouth now, he is met with the taunting 
query, ‘ How about the great Infidel debate ? If this is the 
way we are to be used by: our lecturers, what can we expect 
in the way of advance? 

*Inclosed you will find a copy of the answer to Mr. 
Jamieson’s backdown by Elder Hill, and published by the 
Mankato Free Press, which I hope you will find space to 
print along With what I hav written. By so doing you will 
greatly oblige many subscribers to your valuable paper. 
“JAMES GEDDES.” 


Mr. Geddes writes rather harshly, but is not so severe as the 
minister, whose letter we hav no room to print. As Mr. 


Jamieson is a poor man, it can hardly be expected he can 


They did not] 


| pear his expenses in these debates, aaa, allowing it allto be . 
as Mr. Geddes says, Mr. Jamieson can only be blamed for not 
notifying the Freethinkers that he would hav to be remuner- 
ated. But let us hear Mr. Jamieson’s side of the story. 


Iw protesting against the confiscation of Mormon property 
by the United States, ** Monsignor X" in Liberty once more 
shows his hatred toward the Freethinkers by saying: 

** Where are the so-called Liberal papers while this infamy 
is going on? From the newspapers, those professional pub- 
lic harlots, I expect nothing. But where are Wakeman, 
Palmer, Ingersoll, Underwood, and the rest? One man, 
Horace Seaver of the Investigator, has indeed spoken, and 
says substantially, ‘Go for them, Grover" . Shame on you, 
Seaver, and all your hypocritical tribe! Your ‘Freethought’ 


| is a lie from top to bottom.” 


If Mr. Appleton will take up his TRUTH SEEKER of Decem- 
ber 19th, he will find a very energetic editorial protest against 
the confiscation—about the first protest in the country, and 
two weeks ahead of our Anarchistic antagonist. We strongly 
suspect, however, that no number of Freethought protests 
would induce Mr. Appleton to forego his fortnightly growl. 
at. Freethinkers. 


IN one way this half-holiday reform may hav an important 
bearing upon the question of opening museums, etc., on Sun- 
day. It is now argued that working people hav no oppor- 
tunity to visit such places, and that the esthetic and educa- 
tional advantages to be derived from pictures and statuary 
can only be secured to them on Sunday. But if people of the 
working classes generally cease work on Saturday at noon, 
«his argument will lose its force.—JY. Y. Tribune. 

The Tribune is mistaken. As we hav before this pointed 
out, should all shops and stores close at 12 m. Saturdays, the 
time is not sufficient to enable the workmen to reach home, 
change their clothes, and visit the museums. The museums 
must be open on Sundays for the laborers to derive any ben- 
efit from them. 


——————————————— 


Tue Boston correspondent of the Evangelist reports that a 
week or two since, Mayor Grace of this city wrote to Mayor 
O’Brien, of Boston, inquiring as to the advisability of open- 
ing the Metropolitan Museum of Arts and Natural History on 
the Sabbath; to which the Boston mayor, aftcr proper 
inquiry, made answer that keeping open the Boston Museum 
of Fine Arts on Sunday had proved entirely satisfactory to 
the trustees, and explained that the Sunday attendance was 
chiefly from classes who could not leave their work on week 
days, parents and children ‘attending together, and that the 
visitors were in general an orderly, quiet, and well behaved 
people... 


‘(One of the nicest story-books for children that we hav 
seen,” says the Fall River Times, ‘is entitled, ‘The Story 
Hour,’ by Miss Susan H. Wixon, of this city. We hav not 
| had time to giv it careful examination, but a cursory glance 
satisfies us that it is one of the best books for the little folks 
that is in the market.” 


AcoonbINe to the Liberal Club program, the Rev. Mr. 
Lloyd is to occupy the evening of Jan. 29th, and the birthday 
celebration of Thomas Paine will be deferred until the Sun- 
day evening following. It would be more in consonance 
with eternal fitness if the dates of those two events were 
transposed. 


Taur Marquis of Lorne, Coloncl Ingersoll, Millionaries 
Astor and Carnegie, an Irish member of Parliament elect, 
John Boyle O'Reilly, Cassius M. Clay, Sir John Macdonald, 
and Frank B. Sanborn hav articles in the January number of 
the North American Review. = 


W. H. Burr, of Washington, has in press a pamphlet with 
this title: ‘‘Bacon and Shakespere: Proof that William 
Shakspere could not write. 'The sonnets written by Francis 
Bacon to the Earl of Essex and his bride, a. n. 1590. Bacon 
identified as the concealed Poet Ignoto, a.D. 1589-1600.” 


Tue late king of Burmah, the wicked and wily Theebaw, 
was a Sunday-school scholar, educated by a missionary of 
the Church of England, Dr. Marks, of the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel, and was ato one time a promising 
pupil. 


Grorer PAppixaTox, of Fresno City, Cal., wÉnts a copy of 
Tux TRUTH SEEKER of date of October 3d. Not having one 
to spare at the officc, we giv his desire this publicity that 
some charitably disposed person may relieve him. 


Tur Home Advocate, of Mapleton, Iowa, announces itself 
as the champion of Freethought. No doubt the Advocate can 
do a great deal of good in its state, and we congratulate the 
editor on his adherence to liberty. 

> 


An Answer at Last. 
From Liberty. 


The New York Trurn SEEKER makes an effort to auswer 
“Xs” editorial, .** Institution-Ridden.” Doubtless “X” 
will giv this effort due and satisfactory attention hereafter. 
Meantime I may remark Tne Trurn SEEKER’s statement that 
when the Anarchist proposes to imprision a thief without his 
consent, he proposes to set up an institution as really a gov- 
ernment as any we now hav. Now, it scems to me that just 
the opposit is the truth, and that the Anarchist, in proposing: 
to imprison the thief without his consent, is fighting precisely 
on the line of no-zovernment. Why? Because in the case 
supposed the thief is the government. 


Mr. Tucker is developing remarkable powers as a 
humorist. He cannot mean this as a serious argu- 
ment: It must be a joke. 

A —e > ——— — 

Senp to Tux Truru Seeker office for a catalog of 
the books we hav for-sale. The catalog is sent free 
to any address upon application. 


Enters from p 


Sax Frawoisoo, CAL., Nov. 26, 1885. 

Mr. Eprrox: Inclosed you will find the name and address 
of a new subscriber to your valuable paper. l 

Iam writing these lines on Thanksgiving day, and, taking 
a retrospectiv view of the past year, I fail to see that I hav 
anything to be particularly thankful for, unless it be the 
physical benefit I hav derived from following the advice laid 
down in that valuable little book, ‘‘ Directions for Cleansing 
the Blood,” by Prof. Nathaniel N. Pierce, a notice of which 
I first saw in Tux TRUTH SEEKER. At that time I was suf- 
fering from a severely acute attack of sciatica, and was under 
the care of three well-known physicians, whose nostrums I 
swallowed and whose advice I was guided by in every way 
without obtaining any relief.. I dispensed with their services, 
and after trying Professor Pierce’s ‘‘ Hot-water Cure” for 
about four weeks, I experienced decided relief, and at the 
expiration of about four months was entirely convalescent. 

I am not writing with any idea of puffing Professor Pierce, 
but in the hope that it may chance to meet the«ye of some 
other sufferer who, following my example, may experience 
the same relief that I hav. Wishing your paper every suc- 
cess, I remain, W. C. Lyon. 


BELLEVILLE, Kax., Nov. 22, 1885. 

Mr. Eniror: We hav just had the pleasure of listening to a 
few lectures by that able and logical reasoner, Mr. J. L. An- 
drew. His subjects were, ‘‘ Modern Infidelity,” ‘“ Christian- 
ity and Modern Civilization,” and ‘‘ Liberty and Law.” To 
say they-were ably handled would scarcely do justice to the 
speaker. His logic is clear, forcible, unanswerable. No 
cant, ridicule, or bitter sarcasm escaped his lips, but a calm, 
convincing flood of arguments flowed so easily forth that the 
mind of the listener became fairly bewildered. He is surely 
doing much good, and is eminently capable of confounding 
the defenders of orthodoxy, and should, if possible, be kept 
constantly at work in the Liberal field. 

His audiences, when here, were quite small, owing princi- 
pally to shortness of time and imperfect circulation of notices 
of the meetings. We hope at no very distant day to again 
listen to. Mr. Andrew while he is inspired by‘the presence of 
crowded houscs. Yours, Dr. H. Parrick. 


ALEXANDRIA, Ont., Dec. 14, 1885. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $3 for my TRUTH SEEKER. If, 
“in consequence of its being illustrated, it costs more, I will 
remit the balance. I hope it will be illustrated, and the 
more of the right kind of pictures the better. I don’t care 
how much more it may cost, but am sorry to say I am not in 
` a position to canvass. The locality is not favorable and my 
occupations are too great. Work, work, and work, in a 
busy office every moment of six days in the week, and I 
most always hav to put in a good day’s work on the seventh 
to catch up, as my occupations are too much for one, and 
not quite enough to demand an assistant, and I am one of the 
kind of men that cannot bear neglect of duties. 

The best I can do for your paper is to giv it away as soon 
as I hav read it. I hava pretty good opportunity to do so, 
being in a railroad depot; besides, I often mail it to parties 
Iimagin may thereby be induced to subscribe, but what the 
result is of my distributing my paper in these ways I never 
know. However, it is the best I can do. I do it with a 
. good intention and some hopes it may do good to your paper 
in particular and to the cause of universal mental liberty in 
general. If the paper is illustrated I will hav still more confi- 
dence in its mission work, and will realize more pleasure in 
dispersing the papers. 1 attended part of the Albany Con- 
vention; sickness prevented me from attending all the meet- 
ings. You will probably remember me asking you if you 
were Mr. Macdonald, at the entrance of the hall, in the after- 
noon of the first day. I heard Mr. Palmer deliver his lecture, 
** The Aristocrat.” It is certainly a very good lecture, but it 
would take a good many such lectures to wake up thc people 
to the fact that the morals of the people are being led in the 
wrong direction, and that the treasures of the world are being 
amassed into the wrong chest. Consequently, though I con- 
sidered the lecture very entertaining, I was hardly satisfied 
with its occapance of that valuable time. Ido not grumble, 
but I think and hav feelings like all men, and I am disposed, 
if you will allow, to giv my fellow-readers of THe TRurH 
SEEKER an idea of the impression I got at the Convention. 
Isaw Mr. Mitchell, and bought his papers and read them. 
In my estimation the man or woman that finds any objection- 
able reading in Mr. Mitchell’s paper is nothing short of a 
bigot. If such pretended Freethinkers as those who bitterly 
denounced Mitehells paper are, as they claim, emancipated 
from slavish prejudice, I don't want to know or see any- 
thing like what they must hav been in the first place. But 
while I see no objectionable reading in Mr. Mitchell’s Re- 
former, I consider it a dead failure, as it advocates some prin- 


ciples that cannot and will not be listened to for probably fifty | 


ora hundred years to come. 
good man ; 


I believe Mr. Mitchell a very 
in fact, I believe his only fault is being too good 


for this Christian community of strife, ambition, and’selfish- 


ness, but under cxisting circumstances I don’t like him as an 
editor, and furthermore I did not like to see him sell his paper 
there. It gave him a degraded appearance that brought dis- 
credit on him. While I see nothing bad in Mr. Mitchell's 
paper, I cannot help approving of Mr. Palmers note in the 
press stating that it was not the organ of the association. I 
think such a notice was nceded. Mr. Palmer, I consider a 
very able man, but I would as soon read his lecture as hear 
him deliver it. I was well pleased with Mrs. Krekel's spcech. 
She is an able speaker, and I always like to hear an intelli- 
gent woman speak in public anyway. Dr. Brown enter- 
tained me very much. I don’t call him an orator, but he is a 
genial, pleasant gentleman. I also took a great fancy to Mr. 


many admircrs here. 


Ms 
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AT did not es him Eh much, but he looks to 
me to be the embodiment of goodness, honesty, and charity. 
I did not hear Colanel Ingersoll, but I heard Mr. Watts, and 
as I had heard Mr. Ingersoll many times before, I preferred 


“Wakeman. 


to hear Mr. Watts, as I could not hear both. Mr. Watts is a 
great man, of great capacity and grand appearance.. He 
lacks nothing of an accomplished lecturer—knowledge, 
spirit, voice, and manly stature. 
has it all. While I call the colonel the best orator I ever 
heard, I cannot say that Mr. Watts is inferior to him. The 
two are not alike, do not speak or look alike, but each in his 
way is equally a great man. 

Those are all the speakers I heard. I was. not in good 
health, and consequently not in very good spirits.. It was 
probably owing to that that I was not very successful in in- 
troducing myself to friends with whom I had imagined my- 
self very intimate, though 1 had never seen them in person. 
I recognized every one whose. picture I had seen in the 
ANNUAL. I made myself known to three or four, among 
them Mr. Remsburg. They did not kick me, but, probably 
owing to the low state of my spirit at the time and my nat- 
ural shyness, the accolade I received as far as I went, very 
Soon suggested me to retire without further intrusion. My 
best success was with a gentleman whom I did not know by 
name, by sight, or by ‘‘ picture.” 

On leaving the hall after the morning meeting, I wandered 
aimlessly about the city; until I got pretty tired of waiting 
for the afternoon meeting, and there was about two hours 


more to wait when I met this gentleman at the door of the' 


hall where the afternoon meeting was to be, and somehow I 
engaged in conversation with him, and the remainder of the 
time passed very pleasantly. Whoever he was—I do not 
know his name—I found him very precise and moderate in 
conversation, but level-headed and very interesting, and an 
advocate of universal mental liberty. 


Respectfully, Cuas. LAPEROHE. . 


MisNEAPOLIS, Kan., Dec. 18, 1885. 

Mr. Eprror: We hav just had a course of lectures delivered 
by the successful lecturer John E. Remsburg. The scholarly 
arguments and pleasing style of this gentleman won him 
His arguments are logical, convincing, 
unanswerable; his style plain, pathetic, eloquent, and full of 
happy surprises. He is just the man for the work in which 
he is engaged. The Liberal world can justly feel proud of 
such an advocate of freedom. His lectures here were pre- 
eminently gratifying to-Liberals, and we hav consummated ar- 
rangements to hav him here again at an early date. 

Mr. Remsburg was to giv us lectures on the following dates, 
Dec. 14th, 16th, and 17th, but, owing to influences from 
which we: ‘could not emerge, we were cheated out of his lect- 

ure ‘‘ Bible Morals,” which was to hav been given on the 16th. 
The Opera House had been engaged by. the county for a term 
of district court, but, upon the assuránce of the judge that 
there would be no night session, we engaged the house for 
the respectiv dates.above mentioned. Onthe 15th Mr. Rems- 
burg delivered his lecture, ‘‘Sabbath-Breaking,” to a large 
and appreciatiy audience. Next morning the judge seemed 
to hav been informed the nature of the lectures he had given 
way too, and he at once expressed his disapproval of such 
arguments, saying ‘‘ that they were intended to break down in- 


stitutions nnder which we had lived peaceably for hundreds of- 


years." This man, like many other dwarf-minded judges, de- 
lights to assume a haughty air of importance and *'bull- 
headedness.” He concluded to hold court on the night of the 
16th, and all the angels of hell could not persuade him to keep 
his word of assurance to the contrary. We tried him, but all 
our appeals were in vain. He held his court, and our lecture 
for that night had to be omitted. Happily for us, the court 
docket was exhausted«early next morning, and we became in full 
possession of the house, and had the lecture, ‘‘False Claims,” 
on the 17th. The so-called judge was actuated in his course 
through malice aforethought, premeditated and pre-existing 


. prejudices, which are the highest qualities of an orthodox 


judge. Such a prejudiced mind is placed into power in this 
district to mete out justice. A pretty spectacle, indeed, but 
such may be expected from those who are reared by orthodox 
creed. We hav a board of school directors here, also, of the 
same faith. We first thought to hav our lecture in a school- 
room of capacious size, which had for some weeks been used 
for Methodist revival powwows, but, upon inquiry, were ip& 
formed that the school-room could not be had for such‘ spur- 
poses—Infidel lectures. Our schools are orthodox, too. The 
Bible is a text-book in them, and the Lofd's Prayer is T- 
quired to be repeated every morning: ‘by "juvenil classes. 
This prayer is not only repeated by diem, but, they arę`re- 
quired to place their hands together; | poise them afront, “gast 
their eyes aloft, and assume; ghastly aspéót, then iB'cáncert 
repeat the words, imitating as near as possible. the faci). ex- 
-pressions of a teacher standing before them in this aw 
tude. 
public schools some Liberals think: we are advancing. 
Liberals should awaken from their conservativness, 
take a bold and fearless stand for the right. Get up a club in 
every town, Village, and hamlet. Employ. lécturers, mike 


-thë lectures free to the public, and thereby make the. com- 


munity better to liv in. For every lectuter we hav to-day 
there should be a hundred more. Giv steady work to a thou- 
sand lecturers, men and women, for ten years, and we will 


hav a happier and better people everywhere. 
2 Warren REED. 


Burr Oax; Mion., Dec. 24, 1885. 
Mx. Eprror: Last week one of our local papers contained 
the following: ** At a revival meeting of the Nashville (Barry 


county) Methodist Episcopal church, the other night, Levit- 


icns McKinnis went violently insane, and, imagining that 
Rev. Mr. Grinnell was the devil, made a savage assault upon 
him, but was captured and confined before doing any serious 
damage.” 


Like Colonel Ingersoll, he | 


And notwithstanding all these disgusting scenes ii our: 


. It is safe to say. that the reverend ETE had been 4 : 


grossly slandering the devil up there at Nashville... Probably ;. i 


‘he had been giving the people large chunks of Genesis, ànd f 


poor Leviticus went wild at the thought of Deuteronomy, and ; 


when he got his blood up, there was a hasty Exodus of-large | 
This crazy man deserves - 


Numbers of that congregation. 
much sympathy. A heavy load of guilt rests on his parents. 
People who can in cold blood condemn. one of their own 
progeny to wear the name of Leviticus in broad daylight, cán. 
never expect to hav anything better than a second-hand 
jewsharp to play on when they get'up there near the great 
white throne. 

But seriously, this Grinnell ought to be £t T and.con- 
fined before doing any [more] serious damage." : 

If Leviticus ever recovers his wits, he ought to apologize 
to his Satanic majesty for declaring in public that he (old: 
Nick) looks like à Methodist preacher. : 

About how many years is it likely that the queer ‘old gen- 
tleman from “way down in Maine” will keep on whining’ 
about the Albany Convention affair that invested him with 
a little notoriety? In Tur TRUTH SEEKER of December. 
19th, the queer old gentleman said he was ‘‘ proud. to. say 
that he ‘‘solda very grand poem, entitled, ‘The Reign. of 
Love and Freedom,’” etc. I imagin that a majority of Tar 
TRUTH SEEKER readers are willing to take his word for what 
grandeur there may be in that poem, without hankering ex- , 


cessivly for the sight of acopy. But in the postscript to the |’ 


queer old gentleman’s letter, we get a little of his superlativly 
pure. and only genuin Liberalism, the Liberalism .of a 
** World's Reformer.” 

He says: ‘‘ Why were the inspired pages of Tam TRUTH 
SEEKER soiled with the account of that trickster and fraud, 
Truesdell ?” : 

Iam glad to know that the pages of your paper are not in- 
spired, and I hav utterly failed to'see where and when it has | 
been proved that Truesdell is a trickster and fraud. — . 

Begin with the New Year and giv us something new, Sew- 
ard, and leave out the inspiration. We can get enough of 
that in the Bible. N. G. Wy 


Roouesrer, N. H., Dec. 20, 1885. - 
Mr. Eprror: As yet I hav not read Remsburg's “t Bible 


Morals” or ** Sabbath-Breaking,” therefore inclosed you will A 


find amount for the same, as I would very much like to 
peruse them. Remsburg is a noble, brave warrior. How I 
should like to hav him go through New England on a lectur- 
ing tour; it would do an immense good. The large and bet- 
ter class are ready to listen to, such a lecturer. Church 
going is an old, worn-out entertainment. We hav lots of 
churches, but as a rule very thinly attended; we hav four 
Protestant and two Catholic churches in Rochester, but 
when Colonel Ingersoll lectured to us last month we had 
more to hear him than all the Protestant churches combined | 
can get out on Sunday. His subject was, ‘‘Myth and 
Miracle,” and he handled it most grandly; the impressi 

left was so good that people even now are;not done com- 
menting upon it. One of the clergymen undertook to reply 


to it, and in regard to ‘‘ Myth” agreed with the colonel; then * 


he tackled ‘‘ Miracle,” but made a poor job of it. Well! 
"what about illustrating our Bible? I am a little afraid that 
some of your readers do not realize what it will cost to do it; 
neither do I, but I do know that it will cost a goodly sum; 
but, however, if it can be done, I should be as glad as any. 
one of your readers, and will hold myself in readiness to do 


my share as far as my circumstances will admit. Yours for 
truth and progress. E. J. Foss. 
NonrHFIELD, Minx., Dec. 14, 1885. 


Mx. EpiroR: The closing of the old year and the dawning 
of the new reminds me of my duties, and one of my duties is 
to help your paper spread the light, that others may see the 
road that leads to a better and happier life to-day, ‘‘and to- 
day when to-morrow comes still." ` 

The grand old Trura SEEKER has stood like the giant 
oak, immovable, unyielding to the storms and threatened ` 
destruction by its opponents, the enemy of truth, when it was 
yet but a mere twig in the battle of existence; when it was 
left as it were like a ship in mid-ocean without a rudder, 
the captain hurled behind the prison bars to swamp him and 


| the paper, if it were possible; but stalwart men with earnest 
:| hearts stood at the helm until all was safe. 


And to-day THE 
TRUTH SEEKER stands a living monument/ with no fear or 
danger of being crushed for its bold defiance to assert its 
right to liv and proclaim its messages to the world. I feel 
like exclaiming, as did a reverend the other night at the ded- `. 
ication of the Young Men’s Christian’ Association building, 
“I feel like congratulating myself that I am here." I feel 
like congratulating myself that Iam on board Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER on a life voyage. 

The closing of this-year reminds me, too, of the events that 


hav occured, the great changes that hav taken place in the 
‘death of so many of the great men. 


And our heroes, one by 
one they fall, like autumn leaves, to be numbered among the 
past. And how sudden was the exit of some, almost ‘‘in the 
twinkle of an eye!” Wonder if these are the “judgment 
day?” And yet the world moves on as though nothing had 
happened. But to our world much has happened, and more’ 


is missed, and 1885 will be long remembered by many as not .- 


a very ‘‘ Happy New Year." But such is life; we know not 
what the morrow may bring forth. 7 
In Tug TRUTH SEEKER of November 28th I read: ‘‘ Shall we 
hav pictures? First page to be wholy devoted, with several 

others about half the size on different pages.” 
Why, Mr. Editor, what are you going to do with all the in- 


;tellectual material that stamps upon the brain the pictures of - 
knowledge of how to form character, of how to develop men 


and women into the religion of humanity, the production of . 
pur thinkers, the solid rus from the brains and m‘nds 
of our modern heroes? Will Tug Trurn SEEKER exchange 


E 


. these for pictures? Surely if there is not room enough. now 


to publish the transactions, lectures, etc., at conventions ànd 
.. congresses, how and where of pictures? I hav no war with 
< “illustrated papers, but can we afford the change in as valuable 


~a paper as THE TRUTH SEEKER? - | . 
. These few remarks are no commands, nor even suggestions, 
only a few thoughts from one who hopes for the most good 
-to your many readers. I am with you in all that is progres- 
siv and elevating. à S. J. LeNONT. 


Texas, Mron., Dec. 11, 1885. _ 


Mr. Eprror: Allow me to congratulate you on your success 
in maintaining free speech in the reliable old TRUTH SEEKER. 


. -~ Long may it liv to demonstrate to the world that a paper can 


^ 


— 


-—7 


`` and so much the worse. 


VR 


. 


be kept to the line of equal rights. ` 


_ I take it for granted by all that whenever a person comes 


before the public orally, or by writing, they become. public 
"property, liable to be questioned or criticised as anyone may 
be moved to do. . 

Your issue of December 5, 1885, contains an article by Ella 
E. Gibson, headed, ‘Remarkable Seances in Barre, Mass." 
I agree with Sister Ella that if Mr. Truesdell did not perform 
the manifestations attributed to the spirits of the dead, as he 
said he did, he is a base liar and fraud, and a man that should 
and will be despised by all thinking people. 

Now the question arises, Is the charge against Mr. Trues- 
dell, of fraud, trickery, and slanderous insinuation, true or 
false? Let his own experience as a medium tell; let thou- 
' sands of men and women, scattered over this country from 

Maine to California, who hav witnessed independent slate- 


writing, tell; yes, let Ella E. Gibson tell, if she will credit her 


own senses instead of Mr. Truesdel!’s assertions. 
Mr. Truesdell may be as mean as he claims to be, and in 
fact T do not doubt it, but when he undertakes to create a sale 


- for his book by throwing mud at Mrs. Simpson, of Chicago, 


and other reliable mediums whose character is above reproach, 
* he shows a depth of depravity seldom witnessed in modern 
times. Zu 
.I know that independent slate-writing is a fact, that the 
communications, showing intelligence, are written without 
the aid of any visible human hand; so does Mr. Truesdell 
know it; so does Ella E. Gibson know it. Now, what is the 
object of the article referred to? Simply this, to create a sale 
for Truesdell’s book. ; 
‘Sorry to accuse a woman of prostituting her pen to such 
low mud.slinging, but if she does she must suffer thé just 
retribution of her own act. 
 Ywilladd in conclusion that I am convinced by my own 
observátion that mediumship does not depend on a truthful 
character. I hav no doubt that Mr. Truesdell is à medium, 
: L. S. BURDICK. 


BLACKBORN Minne District, Ivano T., Nov. 21, 1885. 

Mk. Eprror: If possible, allow me a little space in the 
` grand Truri Senker. Iam not very mad, but want to fight 
anyway. However, I do my fighting with the pen instead of 
the sword; nobody will be killed in this battle. In your 
issue of November 7th, I notice a very bigoted and fanatical— 
"not to say “ malicious "—article, replete with misrepresenta- 
tions, written by E. T. Slight, of Watsonville, Cal. Said E. 
T. Slight attacks Mr. T. Winter, of Cincinnati. He (or she, 
as I know not the sex) asserts that Mr. Winter is ** supersti- 
‘tious, dogmatic, and egotistic,” and abuses him generally, 
simply because he is an outspoken, genuin Materialist. Now, 
in the light of the evidence, Mr. Winter is perfectly right in 
teaching Materialism, because there is no mind without mat- 
ter, and every atom of matter is just that much evidence in 
favor of Materialism. Matter is certainly capable of correct 
and perfect reasoning, as is demonstrated by the human brain. 
The argument of Slight is slight indeed to any person that 
has read Mr. Winter's articles on Materialism. In fact, it is 
no argument whatever, but simply a repetition of misrepre- 
sentations and slander. Because said Slight cannot disprove 
the teachings of Materialism (and no one can as long as mat- 
ter exists), he puts forward a list of abusiv epithets, and at- 
tacks the character of Mr. Winter by comparing him as 
similar to Guiteau, the Christian murderer. Among other 
things said by said Slight, is that ** T. Winter is doing more to 
‘create bad feeling between Liberal Spiritualists [How Lib- 
eral ?] and Materialists than an army of Jesuits.". Now, E. 
T. Slight, you being a Spiritualist, you are most respectfully 
asked to speak for ‘‘ Spiritualists "^ only, and not for the 
Materialists of whom you know nothing! You say that 
* you despise bogus scientists as much as you do bogus 
mediums,” etc. Then by your own logic you either don’t 
know what science means, or else you are obliged to despise 
yourself, for all science i$ based upon Materialism. f 
. Spiritualism is the very hight of deception, and is no 
more in harmony with science than theology is in harmony 
with science. The fact is, science, or the teachings of nat- 
ure, show {hat both Spiritualism and theology are as false as 
false can be. Both are lies, and won't stand the light of 
science. Neither can show any facts, but are upheld by the 
mere assertions of impostors. Why do you turn down the 

lights at your so-called seances ? Is light fatal to spirits? 
Are you afraid of the truth? You bewail, it seems, that 
T. Winter has no friends, save yourself. Are you right sure 
youare his friend? Your letter don’t show it. 


no friends.” He may hav more than you think, and far bet 
ter ones, too, than the so-called Spiritualist who claims to be 
afriend. Anyway, a man who holds to nothing but demon: 
strated truth can very likely get along quite well without 1 
the people in the world being his friends. He has nothing 
fear, unless he is to believe some of the lies that Spirituali¢s 
practice in that circle where the lights are turned down. 
Winter, I think, values truth far more than friends; so dq@’t 
be alarmed. The truth, and not ‘ promoted: falschoods,} is 
what the world needs now. The churches hay for these | 


Let me tell; 
you to not let that trouble you, because, as you say, ‘the ea) 
H 


many centuries been dispensing. the latter to its:credulous 
dupes, and. the effects we all see—a world of ignorance, 
fanaticism, superstition, deception, tyranny, and oppression, 
so much that I say, if there be a God, damn him for this injus- 
tice. I worship no such monster, nor hav I any love for such 


a fiend of unrighteousness. - The devil cannot be worse, and. 


my vote is for the latter if either. I wish to say to E. T. 
Slight that.‘‘ slander and misrepresentation" like he givs to 
Mr. Winter will convert no Materialist to Spiritualism. It 
takes facts, and not slander nor abuse. You might as well 
try to make a Christian out of Colonel Ingersoll or püt-the 
world. into a half-bushel. I shall make no attempt to defend 


Mr. Winter, for I think he has the truth on his side and can | 


ably defend himself. E. T. Slight can no more prove that 
Materialism is false than he can destroy the universe or de- 
stroy even one single atom of matter in the universe. You 
may try, but so far as success is concerned, you might as well 
spend your time praying to God. Beware how you treat the 
matter of Materialism. "There may be, and I think there is, 
far more and greater power in this so-called (by Spiritualists) 
“vile” matter than they ever dreamed of. You may claim 
that you hate and detest it, but I find that you Spiritualists, 
like the Christians, who say they too hav an immortal 
soul, find that none of you seem very willing to die. You 
send for the doctor when sick, and if you were to be put to 
‘death I am quite sure that you would do just as much kick- 
ing as any Materialist. Why is this thus? I ask of you brave 
(?) Spiritualists. It seems to me that -you are all a fine sam- 
ple of genuin hypocrits, no more, no less. You Spiritualists 
hold that mind is independent of matter, yet you are afraid of 
death. You remind me of the polygamous Mormons in 
Utah; they say that they hav perfect faith in the Lord; that 
he will protect them, has done so and will do so, yet when-the 
United States marshal puts in his appearance hunting polyg- 
amists they show more faith in Uncle Sam than they do in 
the Lord, by getting away on thejump! Just so with an- 
"other class that we will call a mongrel set of *'fools, hypo- 
crits, and. impostors;" they claim different, of course, but 
their actions giv the lie to their profession. Yours for truth 
and true men and women, Cras. F. BLACKBURN. 


MeErrrRILL, Micu., Dec. 7, 1885. 
Me. Eprror: I would like the privilege of replying to J. D. 
Mallonee’s letter in Tue Trura Seeker of Nov. 28th. He 
says, “ I accord to woman all the rights I claim for myself, 
and one more, the right to be protected—protected from the 
necessity of participating in the public affairs of the nation.” 
Very well; let us see what rights he, as well as other men, 
claim for themselvs. They claim the right of ballot, whereby 
they can make all laws to govern woman as well as man; to 
levy all taxes upon the property of our country, whether 
owned by man or woman, and, just or unjust, they must be 
paid, or the property sold. They claim the exclusiv right to 
manage the family.finances. If a woman wants a little 
money, she must go to hér husband and ask him for it, and, 
in nine cases out of ten, gets a reply similar to this: “ What 
do you want to do with money now? It was only a few days 
ago that I gave you fifty cents. Women are so extrava- 
gant!” I will illustrate by giving a little incident that oc- 
curred in mj store a short time ago. A gentleman came in 
to do a little trading, buying several things, and then called 
for ten cents’ worth of bird-seed, saying, ‘‘ My wife must. hav 
seed for her bird, if we go without everything else,” while 
among his purchaseé was fifty cents’ worth of tobacco. What 
a time there would be heard if the married women were 
spending as much each day for something as useless and de- 
grading as our would-be lords and masters spend for tobacco 
and liquor! How would they like to ask their wives for each 
penny they had to spend? It matters not how hard a wife 
may work, how economical she may be, striving to make one 
dollar take the place of two; at work all the hours of even- 
ing while her lusband, with his slippers on, is'seated in a big 
chair, reading the news, smoking his pipe, and endeavoring 
to make himself comfortable. It all amounts to nothing. If 
the husband dies, the wife has the use of a third of the prop- 
erty accumulated. If the wife dies, the husband takes the 
whole of it: These are some of the rights that J. D. Mallonee 
accords towoman. He also says, * My wife has sufficient 
confidenc? in my ability not to demand the right to buy her 
individual coal or to ask to do her individual voting.” This 
may be true. She possibly cares to do neither. But because 
Mrs. Mallonee does not care for the ballot is not just cause 
why other women who do care should be denied. If there is 
but one woman in this broad land of ours who wishes to vote, 
she should hav that right, and be protected in it the same as 
aman You hav no right to deny her this privilege. The 
onlyexeuse you hav for doing so is, “She is a woman.” 
Then again, he says, Why do you never talk of carrying a 
musket, serving in the militia, police force, ete.?” Now, I 
wghld like to ask Mr. Mallonee why he is not a policeman. 
There is no mau who is compelled to join the police force; it 
igfrom choice. Could our sex abuse the ballot any more 
in two-thirds of the men do theirs? How many men are 
there who will sell their ballot for a glass of whisky or a few 
hillings in money? Could women do worse? It is plain 
Ho be seen from his letter that he is afraid of the intellect of 
woman, if she is allowed the ballot. Again, he says, *' Strong- 
‘minded girls usually die old maids.” There may be some- 
thing in this, but how many women are there, scattered over 
this beautiful land, who would hav been far better off and 
much happier if they had never married, but had been strong- 
minded enough to hav been old maids, instead of having a 
husband to say to them, ‘‘I will tell you all it is best for you 
to know, and when I say go, you can go, but if I say stay, 
you must stay.” J. D. Mallonee calls himself a Liberal, but 
how he can consistently do so and hang to the teachings of 
Paul, is hard to tell. Paul says: * Wives, submit yourselvs 
unto your husbands as unto the Lord. For the husband is 
the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church. 


Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the 
wives be to their own husbands in everything” (Eph. v, 22, 
93, 94). If a young girl is thrown out in the world with no 
source of maintenance, what hav the men in their kindly pro- 
tection left for her to do to enable her to get the necessities of 
life with? Oh, she can work by the week; just see the wages 
she can get, from one to two dollars per week,.and she only 
has to work from five o’clock in the morning till nine at 
night, or if she hav education enough she can teach school, 
but no matter how good a school she keeps, shé must not 
expect to get as much pay as a man who does the same 
work. I made teaching my business when I was young, 
and it was admitted that I taught a better school than they 
had ever had taught by a man, but they said, “ We can 
not pay you as much, for you are à woman,” thus making it 
an offense to be a woman. In how many instances hav I 
known it to be the case, where a man had both boys and 
girls, for him to keep them in school until about sixteen 
years of age and then say, ‘“‘ This is learning cnough for my 
girls, but the boys must go to college,” or they must learn a 
trade, or hav & profession, or go into business of some sort, 
but the girls are left with nothing to do but look out and 
marry well. If the father dies the bulk of his property is left 
to the boys. The girls do not need any; they must marry 
for theirs. "ni 

This is one great reason why there are so many unhappy 
marriages, and so many girls who take upon themselvs the 
duties of a wife when they are scarcely more than children. 
This is the reason why only *strong-minded girls are old 
maids." In my girlhood I belonged to the church and was a 
firm believer in the Bible (and of course did not believe in 
woman suffrage), but, thanks be to Spiritualism, I threw off 
the yoke of the church and Bible, and I think if J. D. Mallo- 
nee would throw Paul's teachings overboard it would make’ 
him a true Liberal. I am now a hardware merchant, doing 
all the business pertaining thereto, also looking after the wel- 
fare of my home and children, and [ do not think it makes 
me any less a woman for so doing. I calculate I hav the 
same right to do this another woman has to sell millinery 
goods. I say let each and all, old and young, men and 
women, do as they wish, so long as they do not trample on 
the rights or liberties of another. Mrs. F. D. Huxr. 


CANTON, ILL., Dec. 8, 285. 

Mr. Eprror: It was my intention in this article to answer 
Mr. Mallonee, whose article appeared in your paper of Nov. 
14th; but my husband makes a practice of giving away his 
papers, and unfortunately disposed of the one I intended to 
keep. I can remember only two of his points: First, the con- 
tentment of his wife in being sole controler of home and do- 
mestic affairs. Now, I will concede that Mr. Mallonee is onc 
who considers his wife an equal partner, and treats her in the 
best husbandly manner that she may still be content to giv 
him the sole control of governmental affairs. In other 
words, she becomes, through his kindness, a willing slave. 
Many of Africa's sons and daughters were just such slaves, 
and some of them, when their liberty papers were read to 
them, shed tears of deepest sorrow at leaving their old nus- 


ters. Kind masters were scarce in slavery times, but no 
more so than to-day. Mr. Mallonee is only an exceptiona 
case. All over this country vile haunts are kept, mostly by 


men—saloons, gambling dens, dens of harlotry, and dram 
shops—where the intemperate husband spends the hard 
earnings of his wife, which he takes from her by brute force, 
together with his own. Under these difficulties she must sup- 
port her family, large or small, by bending over the wash-tub 
by day and the needle by night, while he may go to the ballot 
box and deposit a vote to continue this vile outrage. Then, 
the widow who owns a small house and lot—in town, per- 
haps, for there she can more readily find work—is taxed fifty 
per cent higher, according to the value of her property, than 
the lawyer and robber of the poor who livs in a brown-stonc 
front. 

But this is only the sympathetic side of the question. Men 
argue the incapacity of women to hold office because of their 
domestic alliances. Now, when women are teaching from 
district to state normal schools, and are not infrequently 
superintendents and principals of seminaries, teaching 
the opposit as well as their own sex, and yet the 
land is filled with good wives and mothers, while many 
-women follow the various professions, is it not reasonable to 
suppose that only those with sufficient experience and proper 
freedom would accept the nomination for an office? 

I believe Mr. Mallonee states that all strong-minded women 
are old maids; that is, they prefer celibacy and freedom to 
conjugal ties to become the slave of man, physically and sex- 
ually, for, once entering that state, they are debarred from 
every right that goes to make up human happiness, so that 
they may add as much more to that of their masters. Ilis 
arguments go far to prove that woman should become the 
political equal of man, for if equality had been dealt ont to 
them, they would undoubtedly hav been mothers to-day, and 
it is such mothers we want to raise the next generations. 
Strong-minded women are more essential than strong-minded 
men in raising future statesmen. Here Mr. Mallonee loses all 
sight of the science of physiological Jaws. It is plain that 
should man render to woman all her rights, he would still be 
in advance, having had so much experience, of which she his 
been deprived. And this change, through the Jaws which 
govern reproduction, would evolute much better yonng men, 
who would conie into being without the instinct that some 
other person was superior to them, but would be ruled by 
conscience—that self-reliant monitor withiu of justice, reason, 
and common sense—equal with all others, and superior to 
none so far as rights are concerned. And husbands would 
take more interest in their wives than having a good meal 
ready on a cold day. He would not excuse himself by going 
to the club-room to talk politics, but would delight. to share 
his leisure with his wife in discussing topics of vital impor- 
tance to them and their posterity. Mrs. Joux W. ABBOTT, 

or, Mrs. FLORA A. AnBorr. 
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Ohildren's Corner. | 


Edited by Miss Susan HB. Wixox, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


** Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour.” 


A Vision of the Future. 


Once I dreamed that I flew out afar through the. 
skies, 
To the planet-fringed border of space, 
Where the ages I saw with my far-seeing eyes 
Roll over our own pjanet’s face. 


There was no sudden crash in the doings of men, 
For they to the changes were blind ; 
But the nations went down and came upward 
again 
Transforming the work of mankind. 


As the cycles of time to eternity fled, 

The laws and the codes of the world 
Were flung to the past to remain with the dead, 
~ Who were into oblivion hurled. 


No longer the thief or the murderer played 
On mortal’s historical stage ; 

Religion and churches were silenily.laid 
In the dust of a barbarous age. 


Benevolence swaying the nations of earth, 
War's billows no longer I saw. 

The era of glory had taken its birth ; 
Golden Rule was religion and law. s 
Osceola Mills, Pa. Wu. Scorr. 
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Baby Lillian. 


In the garden 'mid glory and bloom 
Was the patter of Lillian’s feet, 

And a blossom or fruit was the same, ~ 
A something “ Dest pity to eat.” 


Two years was her measure on earth, 
But we listen with joy and surprise, 

As she gathers the fruit to her hand, 
“ O-o—igirt it lovely ? ” she cries. 


She saw the green globes as they hung, 
And slowly, with patience, she learned 
To.wait for the ripening fruit, 
"Till the colors in brilliancy burned. 


"Mid the cherries or strawberries lost, 
We search for her hither and yon, 

When, with fingers and lips all aglow, 
She cries, “ All the ripe ones is gone.” 


And the rosy-cheeked apples were picked 
By her fingers, so tiny and small 

That both of her hands were employed 
To encompass a single red ball. 


She fancies the blaze of the stars, 
For the shine was maturity's type, 

And she startled us all by the quest, 
“Can we eat up the stars when they's ripe?” 


Ah, darling, we hope you may feast 
Upon dainties celestial and rare, 

And the glories of worlds beyond reach 
Be as free to your touch as the air. 


Who knows but in ages to come, 
When no longer the mortal debars, 
As an essence eternal, at last 
You may gather the fruit of the stars? 
Isaac A. Poor. 


A 
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The Hindoo New Year’s Day. 


I believe that all people who count their 
days and months celebrate the first day of the 
year as & holiday in some form or other. 
Some fill it with religious rites, as the Chinese ; 
others with social observances, as the Amer- 
icans, and others again do not forget to sànc- 
tify their business interests in the name of the 
gods, while social hospitalities are made to 
contribute to the same end by filling custom- 
ers with good cheer. . With the Hindoos the 
celebration of New Year's Day includes all 
these three forms, and a fourth, for that is the 


great day for offering prayers and gifts on be- 


half of the spirits of departed ancestors, at the 


.same time that the future is looked after by 


keeping on good terms with the present. It 
is, in fact, observed as à connecting link be- 
tween the past and the future: Everybody is 
expected to be at once devout, joyous, and 


.hopeful on that day. The departed ghosts 


hav their offerings of rice and banana, the 
children rejoice in sweets; young folks go 
about making calls, and the business men 
open their books for the ensuing year. An- 
other name for.New Year's Day in the lan- 
guage of the Hindoos is the “Day of New 
Books.” 

This day comes off about the 15th of April 
of the Christian year. It is also the first day 
of the summer months of India.. A set of 
ceremonies is performed and continued by the 
well-to-do throughout the first month, whose 
meaning is to show the ways and means of 
making charity to the neighbors and to the 
poor most useful and acceptable during the 
ensuing hot days. Water-pitchers made of 
earth or metal are consécrated with their cov- 
ers filled with fruits, peas, and molasses, and 
are then distributed among the family grocer, 
barber, washwoman, and other dependants 
and poor neighbors. Those who can afford 


continue these gifts from time to time during 
the first month, with the addition of fans, um- 
brellas, and summer clothing. . Benevolent, 
people lay the foundation stones of charitable 


institutions, such as ‘asylums and dispensa- 


ries, on the first day of the year with religious 
observances. . Tanks for public use are also 
begun to be dug on the same day, and rich 
and poor plant trees by the highways to giv 
shade to the sun-burnt traveler. "There is a 
summer practice in country districts of India, 


where shops and inns are rare, of supplying. 


tired wayfarers with cold water and peas and 
molasses, free of charge. It is begun on New 
Years Day. Small houses can be seen atin- | 
tervals on the highways of travel, kept up at 


| the cost of rich men, or by some old couple 


who wish to secure happiness in the life here- 
after by spending their last days and small 
savings in relieving the sufferings of summer 
travelers. 
vites the wearied passer-by and. offers him the. 


cooling refreshment and. rest for his tired: 


limbs. Large tubs full of water are kept out- 
side near: the door for.-the use of cattle and 
passing animals. 


not burdened with the cares of the household, 
hav a peculiar summer hospitality of theit own, 
confined to their own class. Each lady invites 
another of about her own age to be her visit- 
ing guest every afternoon of the month, begin- 
ning from New Year's Day. When the guest 
arrives, the hostess performs the toilet for her, 


perfumes her dress and hair with scents, and | 


finally treats cher to sweetmeats and fruits. 
Aí the end of the month she presents her 
guest with a new dress anda small sum of 
money. As the Hindoo female dress is made 
of only one piece of cloth, it does not-cost more 
than a small fraction of the price of an ordi- 
nary American lady's dress; and thus all young 


Hindoo women in moderate circumstances can | 


enjoy this luxurious method of cultivating | 


friendship. The hostess; in thé supposed in- | 


stance, is herself the guest of another young 
friend, whom she visits either before-or after 
she attends to her own, while her guest of the 
present year may be her hostess of the next. 


-So it is all made up even. 


Little unmarried girls also learn in the first 
day and month of the year to keep themselvs 
busy with thoughts upon a very important 
affair. Marriage is the great idea about girls 
that troubles the heads of their parents, as it 
fills their own minds so soon as they begin to’ 
think. Every Hindoo girl must be married, 
though widows are not alowed to marry again 
—thus every woman being given one chance. 
There are lots of widows in India" who may 
never remarry, but ho old maids; and a Hin- 
doo girl is as much afraid of being left a widow 
asan American girl of growing up to be a 
spinster. Little girls, therefore, try to appease 
the cruel god of death, Pluto, so that he may 
not carry off their would-be husbands, by the 
ceremony of the Jama-pooker, or death's tank 
(Jama meaning the god of death, Pluto). It 
is performed in this way: A little tank, about 
six inches or one foot square, is dug in the 
courtyard of the house. It is filled with fresh, 
cold water every morning. Fish and -croco- 
diles made of clay are sunk in it, while the 


newest flowers cover its body and sides. In 


the center is placed a clay image of Pluto. 
‘The worshiper gets up-in the morning before 
sunrise, washes herself clean, and puts on a 
newly-washed cloth. She then sits. by the 
side of the tank, with her face toward the ris- 
ing sun, and: begins pouring cold water on the 
clay god, thus to cool his ever-angry head. 
After the bath the god receives an offering of 
eatables and flowers, while the devotee says 
the following prayer: 


“I pray thee, O Pluto, 
Don’t make me a widow. 
TII marry but once, 
But will not hav a dunce. 
May I dine on cake and cream, 
And ever liv in a golden dream.” 

But the most important ceremony of the 
Hindoo New Year’s Day comes off in the 
evening in the shops of the tradespeople, the 
ceremony from which, as I hav mentioned be- 
fore, the day has received the second name of 
the ‘‘Day of New Books.” There is no 
business during the day, but in the evening 
all the shops, newly repaired and cleaned 
whenever means permit, are illuminated and 
made to wear a festiv show. : A rich feast of 
sweets and fruits is spread in the inside, 
while music tempts the guests—the custom- 
ers of the shop—to come in and partake of 
the good cheer. But things in this world are 
seldom so pleasant as they at first seem. At 
the entrance to the shop, behind the counter, 
sits the book-keeper, or the master himself, 
with his new ledger opened, a new pen in his 
hand, and a new ink-bottle filled with the 


E 


The host in one of these houses inz 


business. 
keeper-does every morning after the opening 


the déity's name. © 


the limb was-amputated above the knee. 
dear little man stood it bravely, but the long 
ride, the terrible nature of the accident, and 
long delay, left him very weak and exhausted. 
Little Howard's chances for living or dying 


fellow to go through life with one leg.' 


newest ink. There he is, ready: to make en- 
tries of all receipts from his guests in pay- 
ment of debts of the past year. 
_sidered- both mean and inauspicious for a 
guest not to deposit at least one silver piece. 


Those who are not indebted put in something | 


as an advance for their future custom, but 
usually everywhere there are more debtors 
than creditors. Practically, this custom is a 
means of collecting debts by bribing one’s 
customers with social hospitality, and, as a 
rule, most people do not grudge paying off a 
portion of their accounts in a way that makes 
itleastfelt. Once, however, the entry-money, 
so to call it, has been paid, the guest may 
ake himself completely easy with his sur- 


roundings and enjoy to his fill. Those who: 
cannot make up the deposit.money hav to' 


send in excuses of “hot weather,” or ‘‘ ex- 
haustion from making calls,” etc., for it would 
seem so mean to stay away from a.trader's 
hospitality for fear of being obliged to pay a 


just debt, often in not more than only a frac- 


tion. Indeed; very few are found delinquent, 
tand the. plan on the whole works. very well. 


: "The practical Yankee might on this point take 
Young married Jadies-without children, and, 


à lesson from^the Hindoo, who is generally 
thought to be: ;given up altogether to mere 


meditation. 1 : 
,Such is New: Year's Day in India, begin- 


ning with the worship of dead forefathers and 
ending with making ready.for the next day's 
The -first thing a devout shop- 


of his new books: is to credit a small: sum to 
the. name of his- patron deity. The total 
amount is collected at the end of the year, and 
scrupulously spent in charitable offerings ‘in 


AMRITA LAL Roy. 
aS — ——-.. 


Don't Meddle with Firearms. 
We often read of accidents happening to 


children who play with guns and pistols, and 
sometimes those who do.are maimed for life 
or killed outright. ~ The best plan for children 
is to avoid touching a gun or pistol, for they 
are liable to be dischar ged i in handling, and the 
mischief they do can never be undone. 
are led to these remarks by a recent letter from 
one who has occasionally f furnished interesting 
matter for the Children’s Corner. 


We 


He writes: ** About a month ago, little How- 


ard [his grandson] importuned his papa to let 
him go with two of their neighbors gunning. ' 
When about to return home, and ten milés 
away, Mr. P——’s gun exploded, and the con- 
tents entered the dear little boy's knee, de-- 
| stroying the joint, breaking the kneepan, split-. 
ting the lower bones, and tearing off the flesh 
in strips. 
geons were summoned, and a telegram sent to 
Howard’s uncle, who is:also a physician and 
surgeon. When he arrived, he, as well as the 


When they.reached home the sur- 


others, saw at once what was to be done, and 
'The 


were then about equal. When the operation 
was over, and the little sufferer placed safely 
in bed, then his friends broke down, and wept 
as if their hearts would break. "When his 


auntie saw him the first time after the ampu- 


tation, he held out his little hand and said, 
‘Well, Aunt M——, this is pretty bad fora 
He 
said it would make no difference so long as 
he was in bed covered up, but when he got 
well he was afraid the boys might laugh at 
him.” | But we are sure no sensible, true- 
hearted boy would laugh at'such a misfortune. 
The boys will be sorry, and try to be gentle, 
and careful not to injure dear little Howard in 
playing their boyish games. We are all so sorry 
for this trouble that has comé upon him so 
early in life, but we are glad his life is spared, 
and we trust-he will yet be a great blessing to 
his friends and the world. "Weassure Howard 
he has all our sympathy,.and we hope he will 
hav good courage, and bear his trials bravely, 
like a dear good boy that he is. 

Of course Howard was not to blame for the 
accident, for it might hav injured one of the 
men had either been in the way when the gun 
exploded. But some boys get injured by the 
careless use of guns and pistols, and we never 
like to see one in the hands of an inexperi- 
enced person. They are dangerous, and the 
best way. is to let them severely alone. 

8. H. W. 


Our Puzzle-Box. 


1.—MATHEMATIOS. 

A cask has two spigots, one exhausting at 
the rate of one gallon per hour, the other one 
quart per hour. When one-fifth of the water 
is exhausted, the small spigot has been turned 
on three times as long as thelarye one, but in 


ien minutes more the large ¢ e has feen- 


2 . \ 


U 


It is con-. 


. Something she loves with all her heart, 


A fluat chiwh sened tismot worgs owt bertyhe. 


|I. A. Pool, G. H. Scheel. 


-derstand it and he said he would explain if to 


}swered in your honorable ‘‘ Corner.” 


‘late for Christmas week.—En. C. C. 


türied. on half 88 long : 
long would it take to empty the: cask; botl 
being turned on at once ? Wus Noort: 


2.—MATHEMATIOS ° Č 
Write in „figures thirteen thousand fal 
hundred and eleven. |oW M. Soort. 


3B. SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT. 
- All matter, when in motion, stays so until E 
comes in contact with other matter. Now,if. 
an iron ball were suspendéd i in a vacuum by: 
means of a magnet, 4. e., if it were so ar-. 
ranged that the ] power of the magnet would: 
counteract the power of gravitation, and if. 
the ball were put in motion on its axis, would" 
it ever stop? If so, what would Dun ho 
- Wm.. Soorr. 


4.—RIDDLE.: 


` Please solve my riddle, puzzlers smart, 
. And giv Miss Wixon strange delight; 


And hates the same with all her might. 
Tsaao A. Poor. 


5. —-PI. 
Ader ot eb uert ginthon nac eden a eil 


G. 


: WiLLIAMS. veu 


ANSWERS vo, PUZZLES IN OHILDREN'S onNE, 
DEO. 19, 1885. 


1. ‘A. $85; B. $25. ves 

9. Behead, headdress, Dresden; deny, i ic 
Season, sunset, settee; teaspoon, Bpoonbi 
bilbo, boasting, stinking. . 

8. Fire-arms. QUEE 
Solvers of puzzles two weeks. ago, whose 
names came too late for insertion last week: 

Solvers last week: 
G. W. Williams, Kate Brandon. : 


ET 


` The “Jasper Nodule” prize puzzle. offered 
by L A. Pool has been correctly solved by. 
Etta Phillips. 

Sotution: A Toll-gate. Atoll. Poll. Gate 
(obs.) for goat. Agate, the gem, and a kind: 
of type. A,.the negativ or Greek prianya asc 
well as indefinit article. T M E. 

——————— 9-4 — —— — 
Correspondence. 
Fwetiry, Mo., Dec. 12, 1885: wok 

Miss Wixox, Dear Friend: I seat myself _ 
this morning to write you a few lines to ` 
rectify my mistake in my other lettef I wrote. ` 
Ma says that all little folks make mistakes 
more or less, and sometimes more than less, `, 
and I am no ‘exception to the rule. My birth- ` 
day has passed: since I wrote to you; I was A 
eleven years old. I go to school. I study ° 
reading, arithmetic, geography, grammar, ánd«, 
spelling, and'T am asfar advanced as any of 
my age and size. We hav a literary here... 
every Friday night. I received my calendar .. < 
in good time and order, and was well pleased `` 
with it, but I could not understand it, and I . 
got my teacher to look over it, and he can un- ^ 


me. Nothing more at present, only I reniain. 
your friend, as ever; VioronRiA GRUBB.» 
[All are liable to mistakes, and Victoria's; 
are not serious ones. We are pleased to i 
reckon her with our good girls.—Ep, C. C-] :-. 
New BnAuxrzLs, TEx., Dec., 1885. . 
Drar Miss Wixon: Be not angry with J. ae 
Jones or with me.. Love is for all living the ^^ 
highest happiness and also the cheapest DNI n 


The poor and rich, the sick and sound; : 
Can hav a feeling heart, 

For young and old there is no bound 
To love the good on earth. 


I hope you may find this, if notin a diétion- . 
ary, nevertheless right and able -to þe: an- - 


Forever yours truly, TE: 
Eptscopus INFIDELIS. 
(Now, J. Jones, we hope you are satisfied. `. 
The above is a very wise, good, and true... 
answer to your question, ‘‘If love is not a 
puzzle, what is it ?"—Ep. C. ©] 


Mary B.-F.—Your poem was received too: ~ 


Monwgomery, N. Y., Dec. 18, 1885. 
Miss Susan H. Wixow, Dear Friend: We . 
take THE TRuTE; SEEKER, and find much pleas- 
ure and profit in reading its many pages, és-. 
pecially in the Children’s Corner, whicli- -` 
affords us much amusement on Sunday . even. 
ings. “ 
‘Although we are not exactly: children, we 
are all (four males) Freethinkers, and the only- . 
outspoken ones in this vicinity. There are. 
others, but silent ones. Still; our cause is.ad- 
vancing. - ise 
Yours, respectfully, Wm: 8. GALLOWAY. : 
[It is brave to be steadfast ‘to principle in 
the midst of opposing influences, but it t pays 
in the end to be true.—Ep. C. C.] | ren 
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TO REV. L. A. LAMBERT'S >». 
“NOTES ON INGERSOLL 
By B. W. Lacy © 
A thorough exposure of the - Catholic ` priest's 4 
sophistry, unfairness, aud histor- ^ 
ical misstatement. ae 


Price, Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 € ents, x 
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7 


enis for The Truth Seeker. _ 
`L. York, San Jose, Oal. - 
DIAS et) CANADA, 

; B. Cooke, 170 1-2: Yonge st., Toronto. 

ames Foster, Welland, Ont. : 

A orbit , ILLINOIS. - ; 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street., and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. - . , 

deer ue dd INDIANA. 
;.R, Monroe, Indianapolis. - 
JT; P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
AUAN a uu 7 s UKANBAB.. 707 
“Obris. Brown, Burlington. 


ES 


P. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna) 


Mis) =- ' 
bd . MASSACHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
NN ^' f  -MIOHIGAN, 
zi "A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
SD. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. ; 
. Bwan.& Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 


T MISSOURI. 

Dr. Wolff, 620 North 5th street, St. Louis. 

Joseph L. Andrew, Liberal. 

ET _» NEBRASKA, - ` . 

Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So, 14th st., Omaha, 

ue sos v^ v. ^ NEW YORK’ 

- Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
T OHIO. 

` N. Hexter, 303 Superior street., and Van Epps 

_. & O0., 259 Superior street, Cleveland. 

Mee Bo eee OREGON, 

.. Wm. Chance, Astoria. 

>A. Erwin, Lebanon. . . 

B; ;F. Hyland, Corvallis. 

^ ^. PENNSYLVANIA. : : 

* ^: George Longford, 25 Otter st., Philadelphia. 

H.: Clay Luse, Waynesburg. : 


r..J; H. Rhodes, 505 1-2 North 8th st.,; Phila. 
^ “WB, Schade, 3706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
: “. + 2.27 o TENNÉBBEE. i 
7 Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 
n “ie » UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City." 
“Sa D. F. Keeler, Park City. 

^W. F: Reybould, Salt Lake City. 

-. John A. Jost, Ogden. 2d 

ica ; VIRGINIA. 
: Mig. Elmina D. Slenker, Snow ville. 

PORE WASHINGTON, D. C. 
‘Brentano Bros. 


CEN ENGLAND. a 
~ Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
5. “London, 


DA double-page picture contrasting science and 
~ theology,-showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how’ the other: has 
always opposed it. The German-American thus 
:„ describes it in detail 


. ` The paimy days of the church witness the burn 
. ` Ang at the stake of Bruno, the pope and priests wit 
m messing the burning of the heretic with expressions 
5s: V0fjoy. . Galileo is represented sitting in his study 
=.. -, the pope holding the sword of inquisition over his 


7 .: philosophy. Martin Luther is represented tacking 
| up his “ Right of Private Judgment.” Behind him 
_: Stands the. pope with the bull of excommunication 
^v ;drawn, and beside him the headsman's block and 
ito |, ax of infallibility, In their study are Morse and 
“co! Stephenson applying their inventions to practical 
^2. "teste, and 1n the rear of them the Presbyterian pul- 
oo" Spits are filled by two of the broadcloth gentlemen 

>. "denouncing the inventions as‘* Thwarting the will 
“of God,” and branding these men and their inven- 
"tions as “ Heralds of Antichrist.” Ingersoll stands 

~“ on a platform apparently delivering his lecture 

^- 6 Which Way?’ which he holds in his hand.. Tal- 
|: mage approaches the platform at the colonel’s back, 
`.. pulling after him, by the arm, the chief of police, 
who holds in his hand the warrant Of arrest for blas- 

.. phemy. The colonel seems to take no notice of the 
: "0"! . Spleeny, cadaverous form ascending the platform at 
"^. `. his rear. Then come the modern teachers of salva- 
tion, the Salvation Army, With thelr drums, bones, 
tambourines, and streamers, (and screamers, too), 


"m 


‘ also a fac simile of our crazy army. A group of like-. 


as “nesses of the teachers of science, Haeckel, Humboldt, 
"UL cóc Darwin, Tyndall, and Huxley, is also shown. The 
likenesses throughout are remarkably correct. As a 

`- pictorial history the caricatures contain volumes. 


|n. 1 Price, six copies, 30 cents ; “one dozen, 50 cents 

77 7: twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
... $8. We wish that the friends of Freethough 

. « © would distribute thousands of these telling pic 
ores. 7 i 


^... THE MODERN BALAAM. 
Dos X. Showing the Balaam of modern times to be tlie 
:.' "priests. It is a.splendid pictorial argument. Price 
^.^ - per.dozen, 30 cents; per hundred, $1.50. 
ME Address THE. TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
cibum ce 33 Clinton PL, New York- 
a Se SSO NO RR 


Ds HISTORY 
nos 7 s OF THE 
-. INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Se dme l Of Europe, 
57 Č By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D. 
^7 ^ 5. Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3. 


1 ^-^ Address THE TRUTH SERKER. 
f tf: > 33 Olinton Pl.. New York city 


< The Perpetual Calendar. 
ELS Working the Year of Science 
© And the Common Computaticns. 
An Almanac Forever 
\howing the day of the week for any day or 
month for all time past and present ana 
rome, and other useful information. Price, 
sents; three for $1. - mE 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


vassers address L. Martin, Brunswick, Ga. 


(E TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 
go Price, 25 cents 
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~” head, and to save his life being forced to recant his [^ 


z 


PRICE, €L95. 


= FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH. 


By SUSAN 


M 0 2— 


** Between the dark and the daylight, when the night begins to Jower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations that is known as the children’s hour,” 
LONGFELLOW, 


Author of APPLES OF GOLD, ALL IN A LIFETIME, Etc. 


H. WIXON. 


; ‘NEW YORK: | | 
PUBLISHED BY THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
22 CLINTON PLACE. 
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THE STORY HOUR 


RELIGION OF HUMAN TY, 


` sist at a systematic reading of the 


- Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Blble.—The 


FouwpED sy ÀvausrE Comrs. 


The Society of Humanity, in the name of M. 
Pierre Laffitte, the venerable successor of Auguste 
Comte, and the Positivists and workingmen of 
Paris, to the working people of New York city and 
vicinity, s 
Greeting: ino b : 

All who are desirous of acquiring a knowledge of 
the philosophic and religious teachings of Auguste 
Comte are hereby invited without distinction of 
creed, nationality, color, or social condition to as~ 


* GENERAL VIEW OF POSITIVISM." 


_ The reading will commence next Sunday morn- 
ing; 10 o'clock, at 97 Market st., and will be contin- 
ued évery Sunday until completed. No collection. 


1ti RICHARD K. FOSTER, Librarian. 


^ ‘THE 
SHAKER EYE and EAR BALSAM. 


SIXTY YEARS’ INVARIABLE SUCCESS. 
Best known remedy for all afflictions of these or- 
EYES, WEAK EARS, DEAFNE 


gans. WE. 3 m VESS, 
and CATARRHAL AFFECTIONS immediately 
reached. FAILING SIGHT prevented. AR- 
ING OR DRUMMING OF EARS will cease. One 


box tells the whole story. | - 
Price by mail, 30 cen: 
G. A. LOM 


The Bible Analyzed. 


John R, Kelso, A.M. 


CONTENTS: 
The Old Testament.—The New Testament.—The 
Oreation,—The Deluge.—The Exodus,—The. Mira- 
eles of the Bible.—The Errors of the Bible.—The 


Heaven and the Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 
he Bible.—The God of the Bible.—-The Messiah or 
avior. 
Crown octavo, 833 pp, Splendidlyexecuted. Sent 
by mail. post paid. Price. $3.00. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH, 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBER1 6. ADAMS. 


Cloth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office. 


(Mention this Paper.) 


POCKET ATLAS 


Of the 


WORLD. | 


Containing 
COLORED MAPS OF EACH STATE AND TERRI- 
TORY IN THE UNITED STATES; also 
MAPS OF THE OHIEF GRAND DIVISIONS, WITH 
COMPLETE INDEX OF EVERY COUNTRY ON 
THE FAOE OF THE GLOBE. 
Maustrated by more than One Hundred 
Colored Diagrams, Tables, Ete. 


The POCKET ATLAS OF THE WORLD con- 
tams 128 pages. Six pages are given to title, 
index, etc; 65 pages are full-page colored maps, 
and 57 pages are reading matter, colored diagrams, 
etc. The book is new throughout, everything be- 
ing made expressly for it. The binding is flexible 
Leatherette—an imitation of Russia; gold side 
stamp, round corners, and red edges. 

Sent by mail to any address upon receipt of 
50 cents, by 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


i 33 Clin: on Place, N Y. 
0 


Bible Fabrications Hefuted 
. and 
The Errors of the BibleExposed 
BY 0. B. WHITFORD. M.D. 
- Price, 15 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
D 83 Clinton Place, New York. 


FUL House=§1200 


: | oxa emal 


Eis E= PLAN; 
* * * This marvelous house has been built more than 
800 tines from aur pians; itis so wel! planned thatit affords 


ample room even for & là fami ist flcor shown 
above; on 2d floor are 4 bed rooms and in attic 2 more. 
Plenty of Closets. The whole warmed by one chimney. 
d large illustrations and full description ofthe above 
as well as of 39 other houses, ranging in cost from $400 up 
to $6,500, may be tound in *SHOPPELL'S MODERN LOW- 
Cost’ HOUSES," a large quarto pamphlet, showing also 
how to select sites, get loans, &c. Sent postpaid on re- 
ceiptof50c. Stamps taken, or send $1 bill and we willre- 
turnthechange. Address, BUILDING PLAN ASSOCIATION, 
24 Beekman St., (Box 2702,) N. Y. 


J. E. REMSBURG. 
Revised and Enlarged. ; 
Price, 10 OTS SINGLY; 75 OTS. PER DOZ. 
AS A 
MISSIONARY DOCUMENT 
IT IS UNEXCELLED. 


Among the subjects considered by Mr, 
Remsburg are: : ; 

The Church and Morality; Criminal Statis- 
tics, showing the creeds of the prisoners in 
the penitentiaries; the Church and Civiliza- 
tion; the Church and Science; the Church 
and Learning; the Church and Liberty; the 
Church and the Antislavery Reform; the 


| Woman's Rights Movement; the Temperance 


Reform; the Church and the Republic. 

These pamphlets should be circulated by 
the thousand. Let every reader send fora . 
Aozen atleast, Address . 

THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
88 Clinton Place, NEW YORK 


" š 


Two New Pamphlets 
CHARBUES. WATTS. 


The American Secular Union: Its 
Necessity, and the Justice of its 


- Nine Demands. 
(Dedieated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll): 
CONTENTS: 


Introduction. (I.) The Necessity for the Amer- 
can Secular Union having Principles upon which 
all [Secularists] can agree. (II.) The Twofold 
Nature of the Advocacy Adopted by the Union. 
(IIL) The -Catholicity of the Nine Demands and 
the Ground to be Covered. (IV.) An Exposition 
and Defense of Each of the Nine- Demands. 
(V.) An Appeal to Secular Fidelity. . 

32 pages in cover. Price Ten Cents. 


‘SECULARISM : 


Destructiv and Constructiv. 
CONTENTS: 

Introduction. Secularism: Its Nature and Ne- 
cessity. Its Destructiv Aspect. (1) Biblical 
Idolatry. (2) Natural Depravity (3). Theolog- 
ical Supremacy. (4) The Alleged Fall and Re- 
demption of Man. The Constructiv Aspect of 
Secularism. (1) That the True Guide in Human 
Actions is Reason Assisted by Experience. 
(2) That Supreme Attention Should be Given to 
the Facts and Duties of Existence, Regardless of 
any Considerations of a Life Beyond the Present. 
(3) That Science is a more Trustworthy Pro- 
vider for Man than Relying for Help from any 
Supernatural Power. (4) That Morality is of 
Natural Growth, and has no Necessary Connec- 
tion with Any of the Theologies of the World. 
(5) That the Best Preparation for a Life Su- 
perior to this is the Wisest and Noblest Use 
of the Existence We Now Hav. 


22 pages in cover. Price Ten Cents. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli- 
eal Works 
By THOMAS PAINE, 
t The Author-Hero of the Revolution." 


Price, Single copies, 20 cents, Eight copies 
for $1.00. 


THis CRISIS. 


By Thomas Paine.. 
Speaking of this work in connection with the pro- 
posed independenceof America from Great Britain, 
Washington wrote: “A few more such flaming 
arguments . . . Will not leave numbers at a loss 
to decide on the propriety of & separation.” 


Price, 35 cénts. 
For either of these works, or any of Paine's 
writings, Address THE TRUTHSEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place, NewYork. 


SEND TO ELMINA FOR THEM. 
DIANA.—A startling book! Original 


in theory, scientific in treatment, and unobjection- 
able in language. None should marry without read- 
ing‘ Diana.” Sexualsatisfaction through magnetic 
influence. Love rendered permanent and lasting. 
Third edition, enlarged, revised, and improved. 
Price, 25 cents. 


SOCIOLOGY.—Consisting of essays, 
poems, short lives of Land R«formers &nd other re- 
forma ory topics; worth $2; bound in cloth and sold 
for 60 cents. Written by Masquerier, a good old man 
who has spent a lifetime in trying to help humanity. 


THE DARWINS.—By Elmina. Price, 


60 cents. “I have read ‘The Darwins,’ and am 
pleased with it; and so are all to whom I have lent 
it. Were such works more plenty, Christians would 
be less numerous.”—D. Nielson. Three books for 
$100, and Green's Freethought Directory, price, 
$2 00, sent also for $1.10 $2.10 for all four. 


‘Address MRS. E. D. SLENKER, Snowville, Va. 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
A HISTORICAL SKETCH. 


By G. F. RINEHART. Price 25 cts. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
88 Clinton Place, NEW YORE. 


THE TRUTH ‘SEEKER, JANUARY 2, 1886. 


A Dilemma. 


Why cannot I know my ending, 
Or is there an end at all? 

I'm puzzied to know the wherefore, 
The span of life’s so small. 


When I trace my first beginning 
Tm puzzled the worst of all, 

For I seem to hav lived forever, 
A beginning I cannot recall. 


I go back to my first recollections 
To discover a fragment of truth, 

But that period of life is silent; 
Life's riddle begins in you 

Were it wise, then, to seek the unknowable, 
Or grapple with the winds that blow; 

Or examin the world in detail, ; 
To learn something I ne'er can know? 


Could I grasp the whole of creation, 
Or toy with the stars above, 

Ishould only hav this revelation : 
That the essence of life is love. 


Mr. Watts and the Nine Demands. 


Ihav several times of late been called upon 
to explain to a hostil audience the mean- 
ing, purpose, and bearings of the Nine De- 
mands. I hav never felt that I did it, well, 
nor that I met clearly many of the mental 
objections raised by my hearers. I confess 
that Ibav never heard them explained to my 
own satisfaction. I do not wish to be 


understood, when I, say this, as meaning. 


that I do not see their justice and understand 
their necesssity;.but this is as a person who 
is on that side. Now, I always try to see 
every subject from the other side, and to pre- 
sent it in such a way as to carry conviction to 
myself if I were on the orthodox side. 

Now, from this outlook I say I confess that 
I hav never yet heard or read what wholly: 
satisfied me as a fair, full, and happy presen- 
tation of the claims of these Demands to gen- 
eral recognition and acceptance. In other. 
words, I hav not yet seen them in what I be- 
lieve to be their best clothes and their fairest 
face. This being the case, I hav read quite 
closely all that I hav seen upon this subject 
in the hope that each time I would find just 
what I wanted and so.be able myself to deal 
more successfully with the subjects hereafter. 
Therefore was I much pleased yesterday 
when, with the compliments of Mr. Charles 
Watts, I received in my mail two little pam- 
phlets, one of which was on this subject. 

I hav this moment read it, and while it 
comes nearer than anything else I hav yet 
read upon the subject to meeting my neces- 
sities, I am only fair to my own mental ob- 
tuseness when I say that I std feel that their 
very best clothes hav not yet been put upon 
all of those nine infants. . 

Several of them look better to me than they 
ever did before, for which I most heartily 
thank Mr. Watts, but I am still laboring under 
the belief that if I were'a ‘‘ Christian legis- 
lator" I would not be hit very hard by the 
charms of the others. 

In other words, I hav not seen these Demands 
clothed and illustrated in what I should call a 
+‘ taking" way, if one chanced to be by edu- 
_cation or prejudice on the side opposed to 
them. 

I do not say that this may not hav been 
done, I only say that I hav not. had the pleas- 
ure of seeing or hearing it, and my own in- 
genuity in this direction impresses me as par- 
ticularly lame. 

The eighth Demand impresses me as one 
susceptible of many and apt illustrations, and 
yet it comes out, even in Mr. Wattss paper 
(as it seems to me), always a little wanting in 
forcefulness, and aptness, and amplitude of 
illustration from a Christian's outlook. 

I trust that. Mr. Watts, and other able 
writers upon this subject, will not infer that I 
intend any-adverse criticism upon their work. 
Upon the contrary, I am peculiarly pleased 
with Mr. Watts’s success in this particular 
work, but Iam simply stating my own diffi- 
culty, and my own desire to-see something 
yet a little fuller, plainer, more striking, if you 
please, upon one or two points. 

I was a trifle amused by one-point in Mr. 
Watts’s work. After a very beautiful, force- 
ful, and direct exposition and explanation of 
the position accorded to women by all real 
Liberals; after showing that no one who 
understands the first principles of justice 
could ask for himself rights and privileges 
which he is unwilling. to allow to women, he 
unwittingly shows that the old ‘‘ Adam" is 

, still contending for lodgment in his soul, or 
rather that he kas- lodgment there all un- 
‘known to his antagonistic host. 

I am sure that Mr. Watts does not even 
know this himself, and it is for that very rea- 
gon that I take the liberty to mention it right 
here to show him (and others) how deeply 
rooted is masculin egotism, and how all un- 

: consciously do the freest of men forget that 


‘tend us to believe that there are no ** honest” 


-all; or else it is simply the force of masculin 


‘are persons at all, fully twenty-three hours 


cisiv, full of sound logic, and. comprehensiv 
to the very core of the subject treated. It is 
the best thing I hav ever read on the Sunday 


be posted on this matter, the way to do that: 
isto read the evidence as prepared by com- 
petent authors, and this work of Mr. Rems- 
burg’s contains the gist of the whole Sabbath, 
affair from the beginning to the present time. 


this little volume, and gain new inspiration | 
from its eighty-three pages to work for the’ 
emancipation of Sunday from all superstitions 
and frauds, until it becomes, in the grandest 
sense, the people's day, ‘‘ the golden clasp that 
pinds together the volume of the week.” 


little lecture trip (which has been duly re- 
ported to you, I see, in your letter depart- 
ment) I found in my mail a copy of ‘‘ Sabbath- 
Breaking," 
burg. 


repays the reader for the time and money ex- 
pended upon it. 


for use in pioneer work. ` 


profound, but upon these subjects that class:| 


facts in the case, while ‘“ the million” neither. 
know nor will they ever learn from “ solid" or: 


woman is an object of serious and equal con- 
sideration at all. 

It is just this little paragraph to which I 
refer.” “In this country caste is abolished 
and political emancipation achieved. In the 
eyes of the law every man is equal to his fel- 
low-man; every honest person [the italics are 
mine] has a voice in the government anda 
share in making the laws by which he is gov- 
erne” 

Now, I don’t believe that Mr. Watts can in- 


heard of his learned critic. 
who can do only the heavy work to keep at it. 
women in America, so I judge that it is his 


opinion (in common with the church dictum 
and legal records) that she is not a person at 


and. inclination so to do. 


egotism which has to be waked up every 
morning afresh to the startling fact that man 
is not ati of humanity, and that, after all, 
most likely women are folks; that ‘ polit- 
ical emancipation has been achieved" by only 
one-half of the citizens of America, and caste 
does still cut a rather lively figure in a soci- 
ety where one-half forgets that the other half 


afterall. Iheard a young inam say, only. the 
through Spencer.” .** Hav you read Ingersoll ? Hd 
Tasked. ‘‘ Well, I should thinkgo, and Tdon't. 
See. any use in fooling with, those dry, old fel- 
lows a year or two: to get what he: givs, in. one: 
lecture,” said he. e 

So with Mr. Remsburg’s works. 


out of every twenty-four. l 
The other hour is occupied in telling woman 
that:sheis an angel. HELEN H. GARDENER. 


Book Notices. 


SanBATH-BREAKING. By John E. Remsburg. 
New York: The Truth Seeker Company. 
Pricé 25 cents. : 
When anything written by John E. Rems- 

burg comes before my vision I always antici- 

pate a treat, and am never disappointed when 

I lay his work down. 

** Sabbath-Breaking ” is like everything that, 

I hav seen from its author's pen, clear cut, in- 


* digging” to obtain into the small compass 
of his little pamphlets and dressed it up in 
simple language and in a style easily grasped 
by his readers or his audience. 

.In my opinion no better missionary tracts 
can besent out by the benevolently inclined 
than Mr. Remsburg's par pamphlets. .H.H.G.. 


. I hav received from the Truth Seeker Com- 
pany a pamphlet of something over eighty 
pages, bearing the title, ** Sabbath-Breaking.” 
I would like to say to the readers of THE 


or Sabbath question. And as we all wish to 


bath;. with its exactions; the Christian Sab- 
-bath, its origin; the character of Constantine, 
its founder, and the Puritan Sabbath, with all 
the enormities and cruelties practiced upon such 
‘persons who hav failed to keep the day as the 


Every man, woman, and child should read: bigots who hav been in power hav required 


like to go: before the New York legislature 
armed: with this little book of indisputable 
facis and unanswerable arguments, and if 
there were not a majority of Christian minis- 


Susan H. Wixox. ters members of that body, I should hope to 


Upon my return here some days ago from a 
could use the time of Sunday as best suited 


his or her inclination. The price of the pam- 
phlet is 25 cents. Its worth as a campaign 
document is not to be measured in money. 
Lucy N. Corman. 


with the compliments of Mr. Rems- 
I had not read it before, although I had séen Syracuse, Dec. 13, 1885. 
so many notices of it, and although I always 
knew that whatever Mr. Remsburg writes well 


ST. MATTHEW BEFORE THE COURT. 

By some circumstance the report of the | 
trial of. this famous saint got mislaid since 
last summier, when it was received by me, 
and has only just come to light. 

l:took.it up to glance over its pages, and 
instead, read it thoroughly, to the end, inter- 
“ested with the method of treating an old stóry, 

They bring much needed information with, admiring the ability and ingenuity of the pros- 
in the range of the many on a plane easily nn-:|-ecuting attorney, Secularist, and laughing 
derstood and remembered. Mr. Remsburg:):till I. shook myself at his grim satire and com- 
makes no effort to display his own learning at} ‘plete winding up of the poor prisoner, St. 
the expense of simplicity and clearness. "Matthew, who is certainly found guilty of 

Profound works are all very well for thé)-forgery; but as he turned state's evidence and 


His writings impress me as peculiarly fitted . 


They are simple, direct, clear, forcible, and. 
dignified, without being ‘‘ heavy." 


-told all about the wicked transaction, he is 
allowed to go free. 

Matthew is ‘‘ hauled over the coals” in the 
court; ina very clever manner, and the whole 
trial is well worth reading. 

“St. Matthew Before the Court” is for sale 
by the Truth Seeker Co., and nobody will 
regret. the slight outlay for its perusal. 

8. H. W. 


“The Next World Interviewed,” so far as 
mechanical appearance goes, is a handsome 
book, and contains 252 pages. Itis by Mrs. 
S. G.. Horn, being alleged communications 
‘from people long since passed to dust., The 
general method of the work is after that in- 
| ventéd by the Star Publishing Company, of 
Springfield, Mass., i.e., persons who were 
"Materialists in life are Spiritualists in death 
and, through a medium, confess their error in 
"believing that having died a person is neces- 
‘sarily dead. If the book is true, this absurd 
"belief is fülly exploded. Among the persons 
1 "interviewed? are Harriet Martineau, who 
thority.” from ancient literature. "|; contributes an article on the entertaining sub- 

They do not appear to discover. that whil “| ject of ‘ Life in the Spirit World; ” Titian givs 
they are laboring toimpress the world by their'|:somne ** Art Notes;” Fenimore Cooper tells an 
scholarship and profundity he has laughed | Indian story; Herodotus talks on ** Prehistoric 
the whole matter out of court and: left them: Man;” Dean Stanley discusses ‘‘ Spiritualism : 
neither client, council, nor case. : “the True and the False;” the pope sends out 

They do not appear to realize that while „an encyclical on “Bless, and Curse not,” and 


of readers are few, and they already know the: 


philosophical writings. 
I believe that I do not say too much when 
Isay that most of the people whom I meet: 
socially are, at least, of average intelligence: 
and mental power, yet not one in fifty of them’ 
could be induced to read Darwin, Haeckel, : 
or Frederic Harrison, and that one already |. 
knows the false claims and impositions of ihe 
church. : 
Therefore it is most important to make use 
of the more easily assimilated mental food of- 
fered by such writers as Mr. Remsburg. .. 
A mistake is very often made in thinking 
that dull or heavy works show a greater degree 
of scholarship, just as stupidity frequently: 
passes for dignity, or silence for wisdom. 
There are Liberals who, proceeding upon: 
this basis, say "Ingersoll is superficial,” be-: 
cause he is humorous, and because he doesnot: 
lie awake nights trying to drag in an: ‘au. 


they dis and build and plan and ‘construct 
essays of the hypercritical type to prove to an 
already convinced audience (or else to no audi- 
ence at all) the philosophical inconsistencies 
of transubstantiation, he has lightly shot the 
prop out from under it with a little arrow of 
wit or ridicule in the presence of an.audience 
so large and so busy that it has never even 
It is all vety well 
(and no.one recognizes it more than I) for those | 


Let them boom away with their great hundred- 
pound balls once an hour if it-is their. pleasure 
If they. hit a man 
fairly there is no doubt that he will be pulver- 
ized, but in the mean time the Gatling gun and 
the flying artillery hav brought down several 
thousand who, if not mashed quite so flat, are 
‘sufficiently disabled for all practical purposes, i 


other:-day, that he “simply. could not wade 


"| quainted with. 
He has 
brought ‘what it would take a vast deal of 


TRUTH SEEKER that the whole subject is so į 
thoroughly disposed of by the author that! 
nothing. remains to be said. The Jewish Sab-' 


—all this and much more is in this little book. | 
If I were young enough for the task, I would! 


so act upon it that it would set about abro- |- 
gating the Sunday laws, so that all citizens: 


various other more 6r less intelligent. tho 

dead persons add their mite to make up the fi 
volume. Thomas R. Knox, 818 Broadway; : 
should be addressed for information as to the is 
price of this remarkable book.: 


RATIONAL Communism: The Present aad i 
Future Republic of North America. - By A` 
Capitalist. A handsomely printed cloth- ^ 
bound book of 448 pages. -Price, $1.50. 


One of the leading signs of the times is the 
great attention which. is given to social. «^ 
problems, and the number of persons seeking’... 
for a remedy for the evils with which society — 
is now afflicted. The author of this work’ 
thinks he has: round it in Rational: Com- E 
inunism. 

As a picture of the evils of. the aa 
system it is certainly a success. It takes, ` 
one after the other, the leading causes of 
trouble and shows their unsatisfactory results. ^. =. 
As to the efficiency of the proposed remedy,’ ~ 
we do not feel competent to judge. Before. 
Rational Communism could. be established, 
men would hav to change their character, and 
they would no longer be the men we -are ac- . 
For our part, while we be- 
lieve that co-operation and Communism are 
improvements on the actual competitiv sys- . 
tem, yet we also believe that before they can 
be made successful on a large scale, a regular ^ 
training will hav to be gone through, which - 
can best be had in small associations. 'The 
book is both interesting and useful, and we 
hope will meet with a large sale.among per- 
sons interested in social studies.— The Soctol-. : 
ogist. 


Referring to the as mentioned work, the = 
author, though he makes no claim to great ^ 
learning and scholarship, is evidently a man ^ - 
of superior intellectual strength—one whohas . . 
had an activ experience in the “struggle for ` 
existence" and found his ‘‘ fitness ” to survive ; 
by surviving. He is gifted-with a good heart,. .. : 
we think, a lively imagination, and power to : 
transfer his fancies into living, stirring words.. `` 
He presents the reader with a matter-of-fact 
and truthful description of the present repub- . 
lic under our every-fellow-for-himself system, ` 
which he denominates one of “ spoilation,” 
and then givs a fancy picture of what he  - 
imagins the future republic will be under a - 
co-operativ community system which he 2E 
thinks will follow. We hav grave doubts eT 
to the possibility of his '' vision”, ever er coming 
to pass, and we hav still graver doubts as to 
whether, were it to ever come to pass, it . 
would bring about that moral and” social im- . 
provement which he predicts. Having thus | 
expressed our doubts on these points; we 
take pleasure in assuring our readers that the 
moral tone of the work is unobjectionable, 
and the most partisan opponent of the 
theories advanced therein can not fail to find 


Í it a very entertaining and instructiv work. -— 


ia cima lh ic 2 


VOLTAIRES ROMANCES. 


CONTENTS: | Pigs 
The White Bull: A Satirical Romance. : 
Zadig; or, Fate. i 
The Sage and the Atheist. 
The Princess of Babylon. : 
Tho Man of Forty. Crowns. À DU 
The Huron; or, The Pupit of Nature. A 
Micromegas. E - 
The World as it Goes.. 
The Black and the White. 
Memnom the Philosopher. |... - 
Andres Des Touches at Siam... - D 
The Study of Nature. . - PES 
A Conversation With-a Chinese, 
Plato’s Dream. * 
A Pleasure in Having No Pleasure, 
An Adventure in India. LM 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, n pape 

6T engravings. Price, . cloth, 

boards, $2.00. Half calf: or: aut 
morocco, marbled edges, 4.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, ' 


le ." Paper, 50cts; cloth; $1.00 
In five. lectures, comprising, ‘The: Gods,” 


Contents: ‘The Ghosts,” “ Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,” * The Declaration ‘o: 


Independence,” ‘‘ About Farming ín Illi 


um i ij Poco * A Tribute to Ebon’ 
"ils sd" (€. f an E 
- jSeme Mistakes of Moses. 
V ~ Cents; cloth, $1.26: E 
^". -Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 
057787 plain cloth, $1.26. : 
... What Must We Do to be Save 
^. per, 25 cents, i 

--The Christian Religion. Ry 
u om Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah S. Black 


.10 cents. $1.00 per doz. post paid." Printed: 


in large, clear type, and containing 

as could be delivered in two ordinary ; 

ve This makes a grand missionary documi 
oo. c^ Liberals should scatter it generous 


- Vindication of Thomas Paine from: 


so the attacks of the New York Obs 
wc Robert G. Ingersoll. Price, 10 cents; 
. Address on the Civil Rights B 

. Large size octavo, paper, 16 cents. - 

B The Busts of Voltaire, Paine and] 
'.^ , gersoll. Cabinet size; true to life, 
price $1.50 each. Every admirer of these 


apostles of Religious Liberty should have- 


` , these busts. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll.| 


. Superb photographs, 22x28, $5; ° panel, 

; 10 1-2x1T, $3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cts.; 

Exod “ecard, 20 cents. PE 
~~) Lagersoll's Lectures Complete. ` 

E Bound in one. volume. To meet the demand 

for Mr. Ingersolls works, the publisher has 

had all his lectures, except the latest on-Or- 

:  thodoxy," bound in one beautiful volume, in 

. half ealf, library style, and containing over 


< low price of $5. , Sent by mail postpaid. 
Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersol's “Tribute to 
i His Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the 
Tk “ Grant Banquet Toast,” and the recent ad- 
V^ .' dress over “Little Harry Miller's Grave,” 
] that they hay been printed on heavy toned 
paper, 18x22, illuminated border, and in 
large, clear type, suitable for framing, and 
the four will be forwarded to any address, 
: i prepaid, for $1, or either one for 25 cents. 
" i Pros- Poems and Selections, -This 
“i new book isa gem. It is^a model in évery 
7 respect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the 
celebrated ‘‘ Decoration Day Oration,” never 
before published, and all the famous “ trib- 
- utes” heretofore printed in various shapes, 
but never brought together till now, many 
other gems, selected from the speeches, ar- 
guments, lectures, letters, table-talks, and 
day-to-day conversations of the author. The 
work is designed for, and will be accepted 
by admiring friends as a rare personal sou- 
venir. To help it serve. this purpose, a fine 
steel portrait, with autograph fac simile, has 
been prepared especially for it. Price, in silk- 
cloth, beveled edges, gilt back and side, $2.50; 
m half-calf, mottled edges, elegant library 
~, style, $4.50; in full Turkey morocco, gilt, ex- 
quisftely fine, $7.50; ín full tree calf, highest 
possible style and finish, $9. 
Sent on receipt of price, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Olinton Place, New York. 
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UNIVERSAL HISTORY 


HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS 
AND FOR SELE-INSTRUCTION. 


` "By Prof. H. M. Cottinger, A.M. 


. . Freethinkers will find this, for an outline 
. history, the best for their use, as Professor 
Cottinger is a Freethinker, and in his reports 

of the church’s actions has stated facts with a 
^1 , truthful freedom not found in ordinary his- 
2M tories. He dates his work from the beginning 
^^. of histofical certainty and not from the mythi- 
"cal Eden, as do most ** universal" historians, 
and brings it down to 1883, with a brief men- 
tion of subsequent important inventions and 
discoveries. 


Be TESTIMONIALS: 
This book is just what the busy world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of history from 2,000 
‘years B.0, on up to 1883, all in a nut-shell,.—ZEimina 
Stinker. ` E 

“AS a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place; in the family it would be no less 
important, a8 conveying information that all should 
be acquainted with.—Susan Wiron. . 
.; Mr, Cottinger’s intentions in writing this book are 
excellent, and hisstandpoint admirable. It may be 
_ commended as fulfilling its purpose of a concise and 

. interesting historical text-book. — Milwaukee Sentinel, 
j j Price, Cloth, $1.50. 

For Schools, in Quantities, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


" 


: Humboldt,” “Thomas Paine,” “ Individual- 
"dy, and “Heretics and Heresies.” - ^; 


The Ghosts. Paper, 50cts; cloth, $1.25 |. 


à S 

- “The Grant Banquet," The Rev. Alexander 
Clark,” “The Past Rises before Me Like, à 
Tüger- 


Paper, 50. 


E Prof. George P. Fisher. Paper, 5 
"o s. cloth, $1. : ". 
Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, :paper, 


: 1,300 pages, which is sold at the exceedingly | 


OCIA 


S 


CONTENTS: Economie Schools: a brief re- 
view of their Origin and Growth; Rise and 
Growth of Capitalism; Unearned Increase: 
profit, interest, rent; Conservation of Wealth; 
Tools and Improved Machinery; The Nature of 
Wages; Private and Social Wealth; Land Own- 


PRICE, CLOTH, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 33 Clinton Place, New York City. 


RATIONAL GOMMUNISM, 


THE PRESENT 
AND 


PUBLIC OF NORTH AMERICA. 
BY A CAPITALIST. 


A Book Advocating Associate Life as a Remedy for Poverty, Vice, and Crime. 
the present conditions of society in this country, pointing out their.imperfections, and showing how 
it is almost impossible that the people should be other than poor and vicious under our present sys- 
tem. The remedy, the author thinks, is in communal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of the 
future Republic of North America, as it will be when society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously and interestingly written. 

Contents: The titles of some of the chapters are: Present External Appearance of Our Re- 
publie; Government and Laws; Finance; Public Improvemenis; Production and Distribution; 
Education; Morality and Religion; Marriage and Divorce; Life in the New Republic; Life in the 
Bxisting Republic; Examination of the Objections to Communism; Methods Proposed for the: 
Transition from the System of Individual Property to a System of Collectiv Property; Danger. 


THE FUTURE RE 


Price, $1.50. 


Published and for sale by the Truth Seeker Company, 33 Clinton Place, New York City. 


BIBLE MORALS. 
TWENTY CRIMES AND VICES SANCTIONED 
BY SCRIPTURE. 


l'alsehood and Deception—Cheating—Theft and Rob- 
bery—Adulterv and Prostitution - Murder—W ars of Con- 
quest and Extermination—Despotism—Intolerance and 
Persecution—Injustice to Woman-Unkindness to Chil- 
dren—Cruelty to Animals—Human Sacrifices—Cannibal- 
ism — Witchcraft — Slavery —Polvgamy — Intemperance- 
Poverty and Vagranev — Ignorance and Idiocy — Qb- 


scenity. 


Price, Single Copies, 25 cents; 


Special Discount on Larger Quantities. 


The Sole Factors and 


Exact Ratios in Its Acquirement ‘and Apportionment 
By J. K. INGALLS 


BY JOHN E. REMSBURG.. 


L 


ership; Private Property in Land; Capital and 
the Productiy Factors; Partnership and Co-op- 
eration; Law of Contracts; Money and Credit; 
Of Value or Economie Ratios; Taxation as a 
Remedy; Reforms, not Remedies; Suggestions 
to Legislators; Conclusion. 


$1.00. 


Tt deals with 


6 Copies, $1.00 


Holiday Good 


e A erty ae momen 


| for instruction, and by the afflicted for relief. 
-will penefit all.—London Lancet. 


j 


All my Liberal friends are reminded that if they 
Will kindly favor me with their orders for holiday 


‘gifts. Iwill: guarantee -to undersell any other firm 
¿f or cheerfelly refund cash upon return of goods. 
.My stock embraces all that is elegant, rich, and 
‘new in the market, as well as.a full line of good 
medium-grade goods, viz,, genuin diamond rings, 
|pibs, éar-drops, studds, 


collar buttons, elegant 
diamond-set watches, gold and silver watches of ev- 


ery_grade, chains, bracelets, gold &nd best gold- 
plated jewelry, gold pens, gold and sliver headed 


canes, opera glasses, gold spectacles; solid silver and f 


| plated ware, plush and art goods, etc. , etc. 
> i ft 


And what is a nicer 
present for either 
your lady or gentle- 
man friends than 
one of my latest im- 

«ə proved model badges 
in solid gold, artis- 
tically enameled in 
three colors? Price, 
$3, $3.60. $4, With 
genuin diamond in 
rising sun, $8 and $10. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN 
Rochelle, Ill. 


| A STANDARD MEDICAL WORK 


For YOUNG & MIDDLE-AGED MEN 


=< ONLY $31 BY MAIL, POSTPAID. - 


: ———/ 
. -KNOW THYSELF, 45577» 
A Great Medical Work on Man 
Exhausted Vitality, Nervous and Physical Debility, 
Premature Decline in Man, Errors of Youth, ana 
the untold miseries resulting from indiszretion or 
excesses. A book for every man, young, middle- 
aged and old. It contains 126 prescriptions for all 
acute and chronic diseases, each one of which is in- 
valuable; 80 found by the author, whose experi- 
ence for 28 years is such as probably never before 
fell to:the lot of any physician. 300 pages, bound in 
beautiful French muslin, embossed covers, full gilt, 
guaranteed to be a finer work in every sense—me- 
chanical, literary, and professional—than any other 
work sold in this country for $2.50, or the money 
will be refunded in every instance Price only $1.00 
by mail, post paid. Illustrativ sample 6 cents. 
Send now. Gold medal awarded the author by the 
National Medical Association, to the president of 
which, the Hon. P. A. Bissell, and associate officers 
of the Board the reader is respectfully referred. š 
-Tho Bcience of Life should be read by the young 
It 


X 


hood 


"There is no member of society to whom The 
Science of Life will not be useful, whether youth, 
parent, guardian, instructor, or clergyman.—<Argo- 
naut, 

Address the Peabody Medical Institute, or Dr. W. 
H. Parker, No. 4 Bulfinch Street, Boston, Mass, 
who may be consulted on all diseases requiring . 
skill and experience. Ohronic and obstinate dis 
eases that have baffled the skill of an E A Loner 
physicians & specialty. Such treated 8u c- 


tellure." mention this paper. 1y14 1 HY SEL F 


DR. R. P. F 


ELLOWS 


is a regularly educat- 
ed and legally quali- 
fled physician, and 
the most successful 
as his practice wil, 
preve, He has for 
twenty years treated 
exclusivly all diseases 
of the Sexual Organs, 
in the cures of which 
he stands preeminent. 
SPER MATORRHGA 
and IMPOTENCY 
as the result of self. 
abuse in youth and 
sexual excesses in ma- 
$ turer years, causing 
night emissions by 
dreams, loss of sexual 
É s  power,rendering mar- 


riage improper and unh Upy,etc., are cured per 
manently by an outside application in sixty days 
NO STOMACH MEDIOIN USED. It is one of Dr 
Fellows’ valuable discoveries, which is entirely un 
known to the medical profession, It is not a catch- 
penny get-np, Such as a pad, belt, pastille, nor mag- 
netic appliance, but simply a medicine to be applied 
externally on the parts affected, which cures by 
abserption, ‘Seid five 2-cent stamps for his *'Pri- 
vate Counselor,” giving full information. Address 
Dr. R. P. Fellows, Vineland, N. J., and say where you 
saw this advertisment. 


From the Ironclad Age. 
'“ Dr, Feliows is an outspoken Infidel, therefore na 
¿heat or humbug, The Freethinkers of the land 
‘hould giv the doctor their patronage.” y8 


RUPTURES CURED 


myMedical Coinpound and Improved 
Elastic Supporter Truss in from 30 to 

90 days. Reliable references given. Send 
atamp fo: circular, and say in what paper 
you saw my advertisement. , Address Gent. 


ST. A. eines Em HR ville Jafe Go. M, 


GERMAN SIMPLIFIED. 


An easy and practical new method, adapted for 
self-instruction as well as for use in schools. To 
consist of about twelve numbers. Eleven numbers 
now published. Sent to any address on receipt of 
‘he price, 10 cents per number, by THE TRUTH 
3EEKFER CO. 

*'TThese books contain a wealth of knowledge for 
ee Albany Union. 


BIBLICAL ANTHOLOGY 


A Collection of Passages 
~ Illustrating the 
Purity and Morality of The Bible. 
Price, paper, 35 cents; flexible cloth, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Hews of the Week 


TuE pope id seriously ill of kidney disease. 

Tne. population of Chicago is now placed 
at 750,000. 

'lTHERE is to be a crematory built in the 
Pére la Chaise Cemetery at Paris. : 

Tur number of deaths from small-pox in 
Montreal during the late epidemic was over 
three thousand. 


Tue Newark, N. J, children iens to Paris 


to be treated by M. Pasteur for hydrophobis 
are progressing favorably. 


ABoUT $112,000 is now the grand total of 


the Grant monument fund. ‘The sum of $500 | : 


has lately been received. from: China. 


Tug architect of Mrs. AD T: ` Stewarts 


cathedral at Garden City, L.-I., has been! 
obliged to bring suit to recover r pay. for his ^ 


services. 


A BIG amount of money is being sübecribed 
in this country for the benefit. of Parnell; the 


Trish politician, lately returned to the English : 


Parliament. ' 
THERE were but twenty arrests in , this city 


on the 27th for violation of the Sunday excise.|. 


law. The facilities for getting a panne, “how- 
ever, were never bettor. 


Tins is the London Times recine for solv- | 
** Expel the Parnellites’ 


ing the Irish problem: 
from the House of Commons, and establish 
martial law in Ireland.” 


Aveust Sriss, the prominent Chicago Free- 
thinker and Socialist, last Monday addressed 
an audience of Congregational ‘ministers of 
that city on the aims of Socialism. 


Pastor Downs, of Boston, has begun legal 
proceedings to regain possession of the 
Bowdoin Baptist church, from whese pulpit 
he has been expelled for immorality. 


Pore Leo is said to hav an income of 
$1,500,000 annually, and it is stated on the 
authority of Monsignor Capel that the pope's 
personal expenses are limited to $2.50 a day. 

Sitas E. CHEEK, a prominent real estate 
ngent at Clinton, Mo., has fled to Canada, 
being a defaulter for over $10,000. He left 
this note: “I am a thief, scoundrel, knave, 
and liar." E E 

Tne Rev. Howard Crosby has written a 
letter to John Swinton's Paper recommending 
legal limitations of individual wealth. He 
should write another recommending equal 
taxation of all wealth. 


A RATHER repulsiv novelty. is shown in a 
London theater, and is called ** A Dance in 
Sheol.” Those who hav seen it say it ought 
‘not to be performed anywhere outside the 
place from which it derives its name. 


Curiststas falling on Friday, Catholics were 
allowed to eat meat on that day without im- 
periling the salvation of their souls. This 
comes about through a special dispensation of 
the pope, which does not apply to New Year’s 
day. 

© AN unruly lot of Christians caused a riot in 
Detroit, Mich., last Saturday. They were 
the congregation of a Catholic church. The 
police had difficulty in suppressing the dis- 
turbance, and the militia were held in readi- 
ness to assist. 


New ENGLAND societies in various places 
hav recently met to celebrate the landing of 
the Pilgrim Fathers,now happily deceased. 
The societies hold their celebrations on 
diverse dates, as they cannot agree exactly as 
to when the Pilgrims landed. 

Ir was a sad case, that of the Rev. John R. 
Elmore, a Baptist minister residing near Clay- 
ton, Ia. Two months ago he was expelled 
from his pulpit for bigamy, and the night be- 
fore Christmas he went to his neighbor's fish- 
pond, cut a hole in the ice, and drowned him- 
self. 

Tne Western Union Telegraph Company 
sent out its linemen on Christmas morning, 
and they cut six miles of the wires of the 
United Lines Telegraph Company. Arrests 
will be made when the offenders are discov- 
ered. The trouble is over the question who 
owns the poles. 


Tue Dutch Reformed ministers who lis- 
tened to John Swinton Jast week on the labor 
problem held another meeting on the 28th to 
discuss what he had told them. The most of 
them agreed that Mr. Swinton did not repre- 
sent the “best class” of Socialists, to which 
the religious Mr. Henry George belongs. It 
was the. duty of ministers, they thought, to 
take advantage of the present agitation and 


pour into the bleeding wounds the healing: 


truths of the gospel. 


„Cheer set before them, the priest said to the rabbi : 


däs and Ends | ; 


“JT wounpN/T worry about the cholera, dear,” : 
said a lady.to her husband; it isn't at all likely it 
will reach this country." *I don't know about 
that,” he replied, nervously; “it might reach us 
any moment, and we might hav a frightful time. 
I— think I had better pay the back pew rent any- 
way.” 


Tae Rev. Dr, Duryea is in favor of Sunday’news- 
papers. He says: “If people won't go to church, 
they must do something, and a good newspaper is 
better than a bad book." Stil if the fishing is 
good, a man can worry through the day very nicely 
without a book or newspaper. We don’t suppose 
the reverend gentleman ever thought of that. 


Mrs. COLONEL YrnGER recently called on Rev. 
Surplus Eel. ‘Parson, I want you to come right 
off to my sick husband. He has got the smallpox.” . 
* Why don't you go to your family pastor? You. 
don't belong to my congregation,” replied Parson | 
Eel. 
very good man, and it would be a pity for him to | 
die, so I thought Il come for you. You never | 
would be missed; you never would be missed, Par- t 
son Surplus Eel. 


WE are gratified to learn that Mr, Hormusjee 
Edulgee Kotwai, of Bombay, has been presented 
with a silver medal by Mr. Shapurgee Sorabjee 
Bengalee, and a revolver by Mr, Khan Bhahrdur 
Dadhabboy Pudumjee, in honor of having killed his ! 
one hundredth tiger. It seems rather odd, though, 
that his daring achievement was not also recog- | 
nized by some trifle from our old friend Bohdugger | 
Munkyrench Jujupahste Bhoy Sorghumgee Hum- | 
drum Bojum. He must hav been out of town. 


In a certain small town the members of the vari- ; 
ous religious sects were very tolerant toward each | 
other. The clergymen, in particular, ‘were very | 
friendly. On the occasion of the Jewish rabbi's | 
silver wedding, he invited the Protestant clergy- | 
man and also the Roman Catholic priest. When 
the reverend clergymen were enjoying the good 


“T know that you are a very liberal-minded gentle- 
man, but could you bring yourself to eat pork?" 
“Certainly I could relish some ham, at least on 
one occasion.” “ And that would be?" “ At the mar- 
riage dinner of your reverence." 


DERE’s a mighty lot o' people wats got heaps o? 
common sense, 

Dat ain't alluz perticular about dere mood and 
tense; : 

You passes lots of pretty girls dat/s hid behind a 
veil, i 

And dere's piles of sponsibility rests on an iron 
rail. : 

Taint the bigges’ slickes' hoss dat makes the | 

- quickés! time; i 

Taint alluz from de riches’ man the poor one gits © 
de dime: i 

It’s a mighty slender policy to go far out to sea | 

In a boat wat's rotten to de core, to show how brave 
you be. | 


“You see, Parson Eel, my own pastor is a | 


Too big a crop e apples is a-gwine to büst de 
limb; 

An’ de gal’s lips. allus tast’ best wen dë light is 
kinder dim. 


'SCIPTURE DANGEROUS TO FOLLOW. 

“ And what did the preacher say to-day, Hiram?” 
said Mrs Sparks to her husband, as he came home 
from the Christmas service. 

“ He said that every mari should love his neigh- 
bor——” 

* Love his neighbor !" shrieked the wife. 

“That’s what I said, Emily, and it’s what he 
said.” 

“You can’t get me to believe a word. of that, 
Hiram Sparks. The preacher never said any such 
thing, for he knows as well as I do that our neigh- 
bor is a grass widow, and he knows me well enough 


i to know that you wouldn’t be able to get to church 
- for a month after trying on that little game while 


Im around. A nice man he is, I must confess, to 
be giving such advice as that to an old codger like 
you.” 
THE DEACON OF THE FOLD. 

A bashful man was Benny Jones, 

Who had such winning ways 
That folks were never weary while 

Their words were in hig praise. 


He was never known to chuckle; no, 
Not even when a child; 

And was known to all his neighbors as 
The man who never smiled. 


He had no naughty longings for 
The wicked ways of youth, 

And his candor was a lesson i . 
To the enemies of truth. 


He was so very zealous in 
His piety, we're told, 
"That the vestryinen appointed him 
The déacon of the fold. 


The ladies fairly petted him, 
He led in all the psalms, 

And the parson looked upon him - 
As a shepherd ‘mong his lambs. . 


But ah, the wily serpent came, | 
With sweet, deceptiv tongue, 

And Jeft two Bibles lonely in 
The class where Benny sung. 


For one Sunday morning early 
*Twas reported by a few 

That the parson’s wife was missing 

- And the parson's money, too, 


And as Ben was minus also, 
"T'was conjectured at the time 

Both had sailed in search of converts 
To sone less enlightened clime, 


That deaconship is vacant now— 
It has been so of late— 

And this is what old Parson Brown 
Has written on his gate: 


* My brethren, shun the Evil One, 
Keep clear of all his wiles, ` 
And on an equal footing hold 
The man who never smiles.” 


| | was no bed for him. 


` Gems of hong. l 


to. meet the demand of the times. To ignore thosb 


| results of modern historical research which show 
“| that all religions are of one family and origin, and. 

| hav been subject alike to natural conditions of dei Os 
`| velopment, and that each and all of them arelim*' © 
;;| ited and provincial.in character, is to manifest not. 
:| only an incapacity to solve the religious problem of 


our age; but even:a failure to see what the real-re- 
ligious problem of.the age is. 


of Philosophy, that“ it is safe for young people to 


3 go to the Concord School without imbibing any 
E “heresies,” he unconsciously.declared the fatal .° 
| limitations of the school on the side of religious 


philosophy. „The robust minds among the young 
men and young women of our age are not afraid of 
“heresies;” they hav already largely imbibed:them 
and they will justly be suspicious of the thorough- 
ness of any school which promises to fence them in 
a “safe” place here heresies cannot come.—W. J. 
Potter. -` * 


religious and devout of all tlie pagan philosophers; 


standing isnot to be ascribed to the deity, and that 
our most perfect worship of him consists, nob in 
acts of veneration, revérence, gratitude, or love, 
but in a certain mysterious self-annihilation or 
total extinction of all our faculties. These ideas 


acknowledged that, by representing the deity as so 


‘\inteligible. and comprehensible; and so similar to 
Fa human mind, we are guilty of the grossest and 
ikmost narrow partiality and make ourselvs the. . 

<f model of the whole universe.—Hwmes Dialogs 0n . 707 
y | Natural Retigion: — 


THERE never was, I fancy, an organization less 


Friday, as it was a day of bad-omen for beginning 
a journey, he replied, laughing, “Superstition is 


1. very picturesque, and I make it at times stand me 


in good stead, but I never allow it to interfere with 
interest or convenience." -Basil Hall reports Scott's 
having told him, on the last evening of 1824, when: 
they were talking over this subject, that, having 
once arrived at a country inn, he wag told there 


said he. “No,” said the people of the house, “none 


. Hap: John Knox's religion been of a milder and 

more genial: ‘character than that tanght by John. 

"Calvin, or.had he. no religion at all, he. would 

7| doubtless hav had more humanity and hav been & ocv. 
il botter man.—D. M. Bennet. ` = i. es 


Ir is.not too- much to say that; at this day; any - ^ 
~| philosophy which sets out with the premis thatany 
:4-one of the historical religions is absolute truth fails 


When Mr: Alcoti- 
said, in his closing address at the Concord School. : 


Tux ancient Platonists, you know, were the Mosi i 


susceptible to fears or superstitiohs than Scott's ' 
“own, When a friend jokingly urged him, within a 
few months of his death, not to leave Romeona ' 


5 


yet many of them, particularly Plotinus (205-270 ' i 
Sb A.D.) expressly declare ‘that intellect or under- : 


are perhaps too far stretched; but still ıt must be. 


“Noplace to lie down at all?” 


except a room in which there is a corpse lying." " 


“Well,” said he, **did the person die of any conta- 
gious disorder?” “ Oh, no, not.at all" said they. 


TiN 


“Well, then,” continued he, “let me Dur RENE 


bed." “So,” said Sir Walter, “I laid me down and 
never had a better night’s sleep in my life. D—HUWt- , 
ton’s Scott. 


A srLLY mouse, thinking each thing a cab, 
Fell into a helpless worriment thereat; 


But, noticed by a wizard living near, ` 
Was turned into a cat to end its fear. 


No sooner was the transformation done, 
Than dreadful terror of a dog begun. 


Now, when the wizard saw this latest throe, 
“ Here, be a dog,” said he, “and end your woe.” 


But though a dog its soul had no release; 
For fear some tiger might disturb its peace. 


Into a tiger next the beast was made; 
And still twas pitiful and sore afraid, 


Because the huntsman might, some ill-starred day; 
Happen along and take its life away. 


“Then,” said the wizard, turning to his house, 
“You hav a mouse's heart—now be a mouse.” 


"Tis &o with men; no earthly help or dower 
Can add one atom to their earthly power: 


Them from their smallness. nothing can arouse— 
No art can make a lion from a mouse. : 
—J4oel Benton, 


“Tr heaven is our T asked Calvin, ‘what is 
the earth but a place of exile? Only because God 
has placed us in this world and.appointed us our 
functions therein, must it also be our endeavor to 
fulfil the same; it is solely the divine command 
which imparts a true value to our earthly voca- 
tions, which are of themselvs devoid of value.” 
This is clearly a miserable compromise; if our 
earthly occupations are valueless in themselvs, this 
value cannot be imparted to them from without; 
but if they do possess such value, it can consist in 


nothing but the moral relations which are implied . 


by them. Man’s earthly existence bears its own 
law, its rule of guidance, its aims and ends in- 
cluded in itself.—Strauss’s Old and New Faith, 


SUPERSTITION, without a veil, is a deformed 
thing; for as it addeth deformity to an: ape to be 80 
like a man, so the similitude of superstition to rer 
ligion makes it the more deformed; and as whole- 


some meat corrupteth to little worme. 80. good - 


othy P 


forms and orders cor: Tupt into a number of 
observances. There is a superstition in avd 
superstition, where men think to do best if tl 
farthest from the superstition formerly reg 
therefore care would be had (as it fareth in 
ings) the good. be not taken away with t 
which commonly is done where the people% 
reformer.—Bacon’s Essays, , 


A REVELATION is only a revelation.to the indi- 


vidual to whom (if such a thing bé possible) it is 
made. His aecount of it to another is not revela- 
tion; and whoever puts faith in that account puts it 
in the man from whom the account comes; and 
that man may be deceived or he may hav dreamed 
it; or he may be an impostorand maylie, There is 
no possible criterion whereby to judge of the truth- 
of what he tells; for even the morality of it would 
be no proof of. revelation.—Paine's Age of Reasons 


i 
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dlotes and Clippings. 


In Hartford, Conn., Sunday newspapers 
cannot be sold on the streets after 10 a.m. 


Tuis week is appointed by the Evangelical 
Alliance as a week of prayer. We shall wait 
patiently for the results. 


Tue trustees of Parson Newman's old 
church on Madison avenue are anxious to sell 
the edifice, being deeply in debt. They say 
the building would make a good theater. 


Jesus Curisr was born nearly nineteen 
hundred years ago in a world full of violence, 
hypocrisy, wrong, and suffering Alas! it is 
very much the same world now.—John Swin- 
ton, 


Tue grinding of the crown glass disk of the 
immense lens of Lick Observatory at San 
José, California, is well under way at Cam- 
-bridge, Mass. Yet a whole year’s work re- 
mains to be done before it can be finished. 


JupeE CULLEN of the Supreme Court has 
just decided, in the suit of Holland against 
Smyth, that money left to be spent for pray- 
ers after a person's death is a valid bequest. 
As long as we hav laws by which the dead 
‘can control the living, Judge Cullen's decision 
is sound. 


. Tue Rev. W. H. H. Snyder, a Presbyterian 
preacher of Harrisburg, Pa., has been asked 
to resign. He is accused of plagiarism, hav- 
ing preached one of Talmage's sermons in- 
stead of his own. They must hav customs in 

. Harrisburg different from those of Brooklyn, 

* where Talmage preached the sermon origin- 
&Hy and was not molested. 


Tue faith-cure humbug is rampant in Swe- 
den, Afellow-named Boltzin is its prophet. 
The Stockholm police were compelled re- 
cently to interfere to prevent the overcrowd- 
ing of his “ Hotel Zion.” In Narkoeping a 
hotel-keeper . advertised rooms where one 
might ‘‘be alone with God” at a low price, 
including service and cure with board. 

Taur pope has just given $100,000 to the 
College of the Propaganda, which is equiva- 
lent to his taking money out of one pocket 
and putting it into another. This $100,000 
is the proceeds of the pope’s personal pres- 
ents. As Brother Joachim has been pope 
but a few years, this shows that presents flow 
to the Vatican with considerable celerity. 

Mr. LaAsovohERE, editor of London Truth, 
seems not to appreciate as some people do the 
English ecclesiastic Canon Farrar, who has 
lately visited America and carried away a 
pocketful of dollars. He says of the canon 
that he ‘ often talks and writes nonsense-and 
twaddle, and during his tour in the United 
States he seems to hav surpassed himself.” 

A Baptist paper recommends to sleepless 
preachers the delivery of two sermons on each 
Sunday as & soporific. One afflicted sub- 
scriber replies that his pastor has tried this, 
but that the soporific influence was shed 
rather on the hearers than on the sermonizer. 
He adds that if the preacher knew how mad 
the people were at him for preaching such 
sermons he would stay awake all night. 

Tus is the latest report of progress of 
Christian missionary work among the hea- 
thens: 
Mombasa, in Central Africa, has seized Bishop 
Huntington, who has been engaged in mis- 
sionary service, and will probably put him to 


UNCLE SAM IN DISTRESS. 


Cxorvus oF TrumpeTers ror Revenue Onty: “God, our country, and an appropriation.” 


*"TLowpox, Jan. 1st.—The king of’ 


death. No reason is given for. the act.” 
Mombasa is not in Central Africa; it is on 
the cast coast, but this should not detract 
from the accuracy of the report, or deter us 
from sending more missionaries to’ Africa to 


preach to the monkeys. 


OocasIonaL churchgoer (to minister): **' That 
was good advice you gave this morning, Mr. 
Goodman, about laying up treasures where 
neither moth nor rust can corrupt, and where 
thieves cannot break through nor steal.” 
Minister (earnestly): ‘It was, indeed, sir, and 
I trust you will profit by it." Occasionah 
churchgoer: ‘‘I intend to. Every cent I can 
raise goes into land. Moth and rust can’t 
hurt land, and no thief can steal it.” 

Cartes Ransom, a notorious New York 
gambler, died recently. In the Worlds obit- 
uary notice the following surprising statement 
is found: ‘It is said that the Rev. John P. 
Newman, known principally as General 
Grant’s pastor, was an intimate friend of the 
gentle-mannered gambler.” It would be in- 
teresting to the student of morals to know if 
either of these two men was influenced for 
evil by contact with the other, and if so, 
which 

Tue certificate of incorporation of the Insti- 
tute of Social Science has been filed in the 
county clerk’s office. Its object is to promote 
the investigation, elucidation, propagation, 
and practice of social science in all its branches 
by lectures, discussions, essays, books, and in- 
stitutions, and such other methods as the in- 
stitute may determin. The corporators are 
Parke Godwin, Alexander S. Webb, Joseph 
H. Rylance, John C. Zachos, Graham Mc- 
Adam, Thaddeus B. Wakeman, and Justus 
O. Woods. 


Tur bill making it legal to marry a deceased 
wife’s sister will be again presented to the 
coming British Parliament. -This "bil has 
been urged for a long time by widowers hav- 
ing eligible sisters-in-law, whom they made 
the mistake of not marrying in the first place. 


Tue latest grievance in Boston is the dis- 
position of the grocery-keepers to keep their 
places open on Sundays. This is corrupting 
the average head of the average Boston 
family, who now neglects to lay in his prov- 
ender on Saturday, and goes about buying the 
necessaries of life on Sunday. 

Ar a late mecting of the Presbyterian Synod 
of New York, a resolution was introduced to 
be acted upon next year, which urges: ‘‘ The 
imperativ duty of opposing the attitude of 
indifference to religion which appears in our 
public school manuals and in the educational 
work of our reformatories, and at the same 
time of using all proper means to secure the 
incorporation with the course of state and 
national instruction of the following religious 
truths as & basis of national morality, viz: 
(1) The existence of & personal God. (2) 
The responsibility of every one to God. (3) 
The deathlessness of the human soul as made 
in the image of God, after the power of an 
endless life. (4) The reality of a future 
spiritual state in which every soul shall giv 
&ccount for itself before God, and shall reap 
that which it has sown." It has since been 
proposed to add a fifth subject for teaching, 
viz: (5) The Decalog, interpreted both by 
the Sermon on the Mount, and by the life and 
example of Christ, as the standard of moral- 
ity." The Presbyterians will find it much 


-easier to put these teachings in the school. ` 


books than to make the scholars believe them, 


¢ 
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Camnunications. 


The Two Isms. 


Apart from the numerous minor isms now existing 
throughout the Christian world, the two principal 
ones are Catholicism and Protestantism. These con- 
stitute the religious faith of Western Christendom, 
and are regarded by their respectiv adherents as 
being unequaled in grandeur and unsurpassed in 
potency for good. In many respects the two isms 
differ from each other, but in their opposition to Sec- 
ular philosophy there is really very little difference 
between them. The antagonistic lines that separate 
the consistent Catholic from the sincere Protestant 


present a strong refutation of the alleged harmony of | 


the Christian faith, while the history of each of their 
systems is pregnant with facts showing kow adverse 
both are to the development of personal independ- 
ence and mental freedom. It would be sad, indeed, 
to think it even possible for the dark nightmare of 
Rome to again overshadow the nation. Its record 
has been one of relentless fanaticism, leaving behind 
it marks of woe, misery, and intellectual prostration 
wherever it has had full opportunity to exert its 
power. It would also be despairing to many of us 
to believe that Protestant inconsistency and assump- 
tion would remain permanently in our midst. Con- 
templating the present condition of Christendom, how 
largely it is permeated with skepticism, the power of 
science, and the influence of secular literature, -it- re- 
quires but little prophetic insight to see that the time 
is not far distant when reason and justice will triumph 
over traditional belief and theological domination. 

There is a striking difference between the two isms 
in the relativ. devotion of the adherents to their re- 
spectiv faiths. The devotion of the Catholic is far 
more intense than that of the Protestant. Entering 
a Catholic church at the celebration of high mass, the 
visitor is forcibly struck with the reality of the belief 
of the superstitious worshiper. This unaffected de- 
votion goes on accumulating from the moment of the 
entrance of the celebrant priest, sprinkling the devo- 
tees with “holy water,” until the solemn moment 
when the casket in the altar is opened and the sup- 
posed body and blood of the son of the Virgin are 
elevated. True the devotion does not long continue, 
neither is the influence, as a rule, very lasting, for fre- 
quently an hour after the congregation is dispersed 
the devotee who had so recently taken the sacrament at 
the mass, and confessed his sins, will at once open a 
. new account by entering into a fight. with the first 
person who shall dare to offend him. In southern 
climes it is quite usual for dark-eyed Spanish and 
Roman ladies to confess and attend mass in the morn- 
ing, and in the afternoon to engage in very question- 
able flirtations in the Prado at Madrid or the Corso at 
Rome. Still, the ceremony is real so long as it lasts, 
and the same fervor and devotion will be again exhib- 
ited at night, when the votary kneels before the 
shrine or picture of his or her particular saint. 

In Protestant worship there is nothing to equal 
this consistent and heartfelt reverence. The nearest 
approach to it in our midst to-day is the fanatical 
evolutions of the members of the Salvation Army, 
who are always taxing their lungs at the expense of 
their reason. Fora true sample of Protestant wor- 
ship we must attend the various churches and chapels, 
where the proceedings would lead us to suppose 
that we were either in a theater, a mechanics’ insti- 
tute, or at the meeting of the shareholders of a rail- 
way company, who were filled with gloom at the pros- 
pect of little or no dividends. Their religion is like 
their Sunday clothes; it is put on on Sabbath morn- 
ing only to be taken off in the evening. It is a thing 
of fashion and convenience, consulted on one day and 
ignored on six. With the Catholic it is different. 
When he s religious he is al} religious. His whole 
being is wrapt up in his faith and all else is for- 
gotten. 

A most objectionable feature common to both isms 
is that of persecution. But even here there is a dif- 
ference favorable to Catholic consistency. By its 
own principles the Catholic church is intolerant of 
independent opinion, and, therefore, a persecuting 
church. Protestant and Catholic accept the Bible as 
an inspired and authoritativ rule of faith and life. 
They differ, however, in this: The Catholic alleges 
that it is not the only rule, and the Protestant asserts 
that it is. The former avows that the church is in- 
spired and authoritativ, while the latter positivly de- 
nies this. The Catholic church claims infallibility, 
and acts logically and consistently from this unfor- 
tunate premis. It holds the right to close the 
mouths of all heretics who deny its authority or dis- 
pute its cardinal tenets. It has no faith in liberty of 
speech and individual judgment. Of course, there 
are some semi-Catholies living in partially free coun- 
tries, such as America and England, who are slightly 
contaminated with “heresy,” and who cannot accept 
their faith in this undiluted form. But take real 
Catholics in Rome and Spain, and there the orthodox 
principle is carried out in its most consistent form. 
Protestants, while deploring this Catholic persecu- 
tion, boast of their “right of private judgment,” and 


tant judgment. 


yet they are continually violating its very principle. 
‘With them private judgment means orthodox Protes- 
Their conduct in this particular has 
been thus aptly described in a poem, entitled * Thé 
Dogmatist’s Creed :” 


Believe as I believe—no more, no less; 
That I am right, and no one else, confess; 
Feel as I feel; think only as I think; 

Eat what I eat, and drink but what I drink; 
Look as I look; do always as I do. 

And then, and only then, 

Will I fellowship with you. 


That I am right, and always right, I know, 
Because my own convictions tell me so; 

`~ And to be right is simply this: To be 
Entirely, in all respects, like me. 
To deviate a hair’s breadth, or begin 

. To question and to doubt, 
Or hesitate, is sin. 


Ireverence the Bible, if it be 

Translated first, and then explained—by me. 
By churchly laws and customs I abide, 

If they with my opinions coincide. 

All creeds and doctrins I concede divine, 
Excepting those, of course, 

Which disagree with mine. 


Let sink the drowning, if he will not swim 
Upon the plank that 1 throw out to him; 
Let starve the hungry, if he will not eat 
My kind and quantity of bread and meat; 
Let freeze the naked, if he will not be 
Clothed in such garments 

As are cut for me. 


"Twere better that the sick should die than liv, 
Unless they take the medicin I giv; 

’T were better sinners perish than refuse 

To be conformed to my peculiar views; 

"Twere better that the world stand still than move 
In any other way 

Than that which I approve. 


Another objectionable feature of the two isms is 
that of priesteraft. This is an evil which is supposed 
by Protestants to belong almost exclusivly to Cathol- 
icism. But unfortunately it is also a Protestant 
institution. Glancing at the various congregations of 
the lesser towns or cities, how many of the members 
thereof are there who think for themselvs or who are 
free from the influence of their ministers? They be- 
lieve what they hear, not because they hav reasoned 
thereon to test its truth, but because the local clergy 
uttered it. A skeptical clergyman will, as a rule, 
make a skeptical congregation, and a bigoted minister 
will beget bigoted followers. Protestants are, in fact, 
as much abject slaves to the Bible as Catholics are to 
the priests. With most of them, if they are consis- 
tent, the “inspired book” is a master whose truth 
they dare not question. If it can be proved that the 
Bible teaches a particular doctrin or principle, no 
matter how absurd the one and how illogical the 
other, the orthodox believers dare not reject it. 

Protestantism, it is true, has one advantage—its 
followers are more easily converted from their faith 
than are those who believe in Catholicism. The re- 
ligion of the “Reformed Church” sits but lightly 
upon its professors. The more a man’s belief is com- 
bined with sincerity, the more difficult it is to con- 
vince him of his error. Hence Secularism gets fewer 
converts from the Catholic than it dees from the 
Protestant church. The faith of most of the Prot- 
estant sects is so inconsistent that to some it is too 
contracted and to others it is too plastic. -About two 
hundred years ago John Dryden, the poet, wrote the 
following lines in reference to the Protestant clergy- 
men: : 


Your church’s substance thus you change at will, 
And yet retain your former figure still. 


And again he says: 


The church.her old foundations has removed, 
And built new doctrins on unstable sands. 


These lines describe admirably the respectiv par- 
ties of the High Church and the Low Church, which 
exist far more extensivly in the old country than they 
do in America. They hav indeed “ changed the sub- 
stance” of belief while they seek to retain their 
“former figure.” What a curious and “happy fam- 
ily” the Protestant church presents, with its many 
sects differing from each other as to what should be 
included or excluded in the term Christianity! There 
is no such diversity to be found in the Catholic 
church. She is united although her members are far 
more numerous than those of her offshoot. 

At the present time the conflict between Protest- 
antism and Catholicism is raging as furiously inside 
as it is outside of the church. Between Freethought 
and Roman Catholicism there is no logical position; 
it must be either science or faith. The Ritualistic 
movement in England isa fruitless attempt to blend 
a little of each. An anonymous poet has thus stated 
the Ritualist’s case : 


What is a Ritualist? Ah! there we find 

A question, but no answer to our mind. 

He is no Papist; to the creed and name 

Of Anglican divine he puts his claim. 
- And yet no Protestant; his acts deny 

The faith to which such name we should apply. 
** To be or not to be?" he seems to ask 

(And finds the problem no easy task) 

Whether ’tis better to espouse the cause 

Of Rome, or bow to orthodoxy’s laws. 


Perplexed, he gazes where a gulf divides 
Two different and antagonistic sides. 

Firm to the one his principles prevail, 

His wishes follow the opposing scale; 

He'd he a Papist, but the mighty force 

Of duty stern forbids so bold a course; 

In short, between the two he makes his way 
Like the proverbial ass amid the hay. 


Knowing the nature of the two isms, we, as Secu- 
larists, should strive to avoid the influence of both. 
Standing upon an impartial pedestal, we can discover 
some rays of hope from the fierce war going on be- 
tween these two theological gladiators. Protestant- 
ism, as a state-protected religion, is doomed in Eng- 
land, and as a specially favored religion its death knell 
wil shortly be tolled on American soil It may 
struggle for its life, and possibly for a time it may 
survive, but its state-favored injustice will be of short 
duration. The day is close at hand when the church 
wil hav to exist, if at all upon its own resources, 
without being exempted from its just and fair share 
of the taxation of the country. 

Although, perhaps, the day is far distant when the 
power of Rome will entirely cease, indications are not 
wanting of her falling off Thousands of Catholics 


‘are every year emigrating to this Western Continent, 


where, under the influence of freedom, the chains of 
the church are being loosened.. As the present gen- 
eration dies out, it will, in all probability, be replaced 
by a population born on American soil, where the old 
Catholic ideas will be unable to thrive. Protestant- 


ism is dying of its internal inconsistency, while ' 


Catholicism is losing ground through its external 
consistency. Thus the power of theology is declin- 
ing; those who rely upon reason find refuge in Free- 
thought, and those who rest upon faith shelter them- 
selvs in the shade of Catholicism. 


Amid these changes and this decay the principles of — 


the American Secular Union maintain a dignified and 
progressiv course. In France, Germany, England, 
India, and the United States, Liberal principles are 
gaining noble triumphs on every hand. In France the 
priests hav lost much of their power and influence over 
the intelligent portion of the masses. The literature of 
Germany indicates the growth of skepticism in that 
country of mental freedom, while from India we hear 
of the rapid growth of Freethought views. The 
colleges of Calcutta and Bombay are, by a course of 
Secular training, educating the Parsees and Ben- 
galees out of their old notions of supernatural de- 
pendence. In England the school board has taken 
the place of the church, and theology has had to 
yield to the claims of science. Thus while the Free- 
thought ship sails majestically into the haven of 
safety, the Christian bark is at sea, being tossed to 
and fro with the waves of discord and doubt. The 
craft is composed of too flimsy material to enable it 
to withstand the shocks of nineteenth-century civili- 
zation. Already the orthodox vessel is divided; ere 
long it will float down the stream of time into the 
harbor of worn-out dogmas; and there, in its inac- 
tivity, surrounded by folly and superstition, it will 
remain as a monument of intellectual weakness and 
misguided devotion, while throughout the land will 
be heard the voice of truth proclaiming the victory 
of a progressiv philosophy over theological restric- 
tion and priestly usurpation. CuanLES Warts. 
—__—>-+-e—_____—__ 


Father Hardouin 
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The statement that Father Hardouin's book, “Ad ` 


Censuram Scriptorum Veterum Prolegomena," has 
been little noticed by scholars may seem to some in- 
correct, but it is nevertheless true. The Parlement 
de Paris, in 1708, suppressed his book, entitled 
* Chronologie ex Nummis Antiquis," etc. This work 
was duly assailed by contemporary critics. The author 
of “Tacitus and Bracciolini,” 1878, says: s 

* But wedded to his opinions, and stubborn in the 
maintenance of them, Hardouin reproduced the least 
reprehensible (?) in his ‘Ad Censuram Scriptorum 
Veterum Prolegomena. From the manner in which 
he has been replied to by scholars all over Europe, 


‘especially in Holland, France, and Germany, conspic- 


uous among whom for pith of argument stand Bas- 
nage, Leclerc, Lacroze, Ittig, and Bierling, nobody at 
the present day considers that what he said about the 


monuments of antiquity is worthy of the slightest at- . 


tention, though everybody acknowledges his wonder- 
ful memory, sagacity, ingenuity, and mastery of all 
kinds of literature, especially history and chronology, 
and above all theology, of which he was a professor.” 
Now, ‘let the reader mark the fact that the five 
scholars above named all died between 1710 and 1739, 
and therefore knew nothing of Hardouin’s posthumous 
work, “ Ad Censuram,” which was not published until 
1766. And if in this last work he reproduced his 
“least reprehensible opinions" what must hav been 
the character of those expressed in his earlier work? 
The fact is, every article that we hav seen about Har- 
douin is full of error, showing how little the writers 
knew of his real opinions. They all say that Cicero 
was one of the four Latin authors admitted by Har- 
douin to be genuin. He did name Cicero at the out- 
set, but in his last work he substitutes Plautus for 
Cicero. They all say that the wholesale fabrication 
of ancient writings was all assigned by Hardouin toy 


* 
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devil. 


chief that created it. 


: of the intellect. 


Death is the opposit of life. 
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the thirteenth century. In his posthumous work he 
repeatedly says that the fabrication was begun after 
the thirteenth century and continued on into the six- 
teenth. 

It is never safe to judge an author by what the re- 
viewers say. Hardouin was, undoubtedly right in 
part; the only question is how extensiv was the liter- 
ary forgery? Similar frauds are continually being 
perpetrated in our time, and many of them are suc- 
cessful. In ancient times and before the revival of 
learning the chance of detection and exposure was far 


less. f : ÅNTICHRIST. 
——-0->— 


The Devil. 


In a local paper I read a poem evidently the re- 


sult of an irresistibly poetic mind. The poem, which 
is entitled, “The Devil,” challenges any one to ac- 
count for the evils in the world, if there is no devil. 

"That such thoughts should receive poetic form is a 
disgrace to any age, and a “scandalous outrage” to 
the nineteenth century. : 

Should it be impossible to account for the evil 
without the supposition of a devil? Let us see: 

In the first place, look at the origin of the Biblical 
He came directly from heaven, the eternal 
abode of purity and virtue—a bright, beautiful 
heaven, inhabited by beings entirely pure and holy— 
a place in which God is the center and “all in all;" 


‘where all were made by one perfect, omniscient, 


omnipotent God, who coüld not misconceive or make 
mistakes. Those beings he had placed about him in 
his glorions, incorruptible abode were likewise per- 
fect—not a shadow of difference in their composition 
—all created to glorify and make “comfortable” the 
palace of their matchless maker. 

In such a place, and without predisposition to sin, 
how could those angels fall? That they should fall 
must either be admitted as an impossibility, or that 
“heaven of purity” could not hav been so free from 
sin or temptation as one might suppose. 

Tf neither sin nor the elements of sin existed be- 
fore the fall of the angels, it must hav been their 

Yet thé Bible states that “all 
things were made by God, and without God nothing 
was made that was made.” 

Therefore, if sin did not exist before the fall of the 
angels, God is not the only creator of all things 
“that were made.” 

But perhaps sin was not made—only a conception 
How astonished God must hav been 
upon discovering that one of his creatures had con- 
ceived a new idea!—one of which he himself pre- 
viously had been ignorant! For, if the fall of the 
angels was the origin of sin, as orthodoxy claims, and 
if nothing existed that could become sin, it must hav 
been an entirely new idea to God. If it were not, 
God, who first had the idea, must “accidentally” hav 
transplanted it into the prince of devils, showing an 
imperfection in his charveter. 
intended that sin should'come into the world. And 
if sin was primarily in God’s thoughts, we hav it 
directly from him. 

The above scriptural quotation seems to make two 
grand classes of all things—that of things “made,” 
and that of things “not made.” If sin, which is an 
abstract quality as much as virtue, belongs to the 
class “not made,” then virtue also evidently belongs 
to that class. > It makes no difference, therefore, how 
sin came into existence; if the devil originated it, he 
stands beside God as an originator of something of 
that which exists—hence, rightfully shares with God 
the honor which the majority of men seem to confer 
upon him. 

God is eternal; God is virtue—virtue, accordingly, 
is eternal. No one denies that. God is omniscient; 
from all eternity, therefore, he must hav had the 
idea of sin, or he were not omniscient. Sin could not 
hav come to the world without a precursory idea of 
it. It must consequently hav been a sin in Alpha to 
hav had such an idea; and, if omniscient, God must 
be charged with the sin of transplanting the idea of 
sin. 
From these arguments it appears, first, that it would 
be impossible for the angels, under the described cir- 
cumstances, to fall, and that the supposition of a 
devil is simply preposterous; secondly, thatif the angels 
really fell, the kingdom of heaven must hav been less 


- purethan supposed ; thirdly, that if we should concede 


the possibility of such a fall without preéxisting 


causes we must attribute to the devil a power of or- | 


igination which God alone is said to possess ; fourthly, 
that God was either not omniscient or he was the first 
one having the idea of sin; and, if to the devil js not 
to be attributed such creativ power, sin came, through 
the thought, from Good—a horrible supposition! 

These incongruities are evidence of how unreliable 
is the Biblical account of the origin and cause of the 
evils in the world. Now it remains to giv a more 
rational explanation. a 

We know that almost everything in existence has 
an opposit. So of animals, plants, electricity, ete. 
Cold is a negativ opposit of heat. Where there is 
no heat, cold predominates. If there were no cold, 
there were no need of sun or fire, except to giv light. 
In the beginning every- 
thing upon earth was lifeless, Then life with its 


Never could he hav 


power came and made earth beautiful. Darkness is 
the opposit of light. Without darkness and cold the 
sun and other luminaries would be without a mission. 
Thus evil is the negativ opposit of good. Where the 
beneficent sun of goodness does not shine, the hor- 
rible darkness of evil predominates. But where Good- 
ness, with her precious, smiling countenance, makes 
her appearance there evil must shrink away. Prob- 
ably I shall scare people out of their wits by stating 
that there are things which God neither has made nor 
can make or annihilate. One of these is space. God 
could fill it up, mayhap, but space would after all be 
there. God is eternal; he must hav had somewhere 
to stay; space is therefore eternal. Another thing 
which God neither has made nor can annihilate, I 
suppose, is himself. 

Darkness, I venture to believe, is eternal and has 
no originator. It is passiv; at the approach of light, 
darkness must retreat. God existed in space. It 
was cold and dark. He possessed light and heat. 
Space was cold, dark, and comfortless (evil). God 
possessed light, heat, and goodness. He said, “ Let 
it be light, warm, and good;" and so it was—not 
everywhere, to be sure, but in parts of the universe. 
Darkness, cold, and evil are relativs. A man habit- 
ually in the cold and dark becomes cold, dark, evil. 
Light, heat, and goodness are relativs; light and heat 
are the parents; goodness, the son or daughter. A 
faithful associate of the parents gets the son or 
daughter—becomes good, if all other things are 
favorable. 

But sun-heat and sun-light alone are insufficient. 
Our nature is such that we need spiritual heat and 
spiritual light, in order to be of any account. False- 
hood and ignorance are spiritual darkness. If there 
is darkness anywhere, there will soon be cold and evil. 
Truth and intelligence are spiritual light, spiritual 
sunshine. Where there is sunshine, it will soon be 
warm and—good. 

It is certainly not to be wondered at that there is 
so much evil in the world, considering that, for cent- 
uries, each successiv generation, if instructed at all, 
has been instructed in doctrins which, though clev- 
erly adjusted and put together, rest upon a false basis; 
and it is not necessary, but unreasonable, to suppose 
that a devil ‘must exist on account of the evil. The 
human race?is advancing. The spiritual forces, 
intelligence and truth, hav long since begun their 
invasion of the territory formerly and yet in great 
part occupied by their negativ opposits. But false- 
hood and ignorance, darkness and cold, are as yet 
in the majority; therefore it often looks so hell- 


ishly dark. However, it is breaking of day. Dark-. 


ness is compelled to retreat farther and farther, and 
when it grows warmer, evil must take its departure. 
When we shall hav arrived at a point of intellectual 
and moral development where people will attend 
schools, not merely to get fat offices and days of ease, 
but to find out their own personal worth, and be able, 
in new settlements or neighborhoods, to establish 
societies that will keep pace with the advancement of 
older places, and not complain because fortune did 
not lift them to the hights of glory; when people 
learn to see the question of Christianity squarely in 
the face; when they shall be able to discriminate be- 
tween the true and the false in the book claiming 
inspiration for its origin; when their eyes shall be 
opened and they be permitted to see how shamefully 
they hav been deceived by their own credulity; when 
& thorough knowledge of the laws of nature shall be 
their inheritance, and they become as wise as intelli- 
gent—then darkness will disappear and evil will 
shrivel and wither away, and it wil become warm, and 
the beneficent and genial smile of goodness will beam 
forth from every nook and corner, and trees and 
flowers, and waters and meadows, and the rugged 
mountains and deep valleys, will smile and sing ring- 
ing songs of honor to the all-wise and perfect god of 
goodness. " SAMUEL GARBORG. 
9 
Comte’s Positiv Philosophy. 

The third stage, the positiv or real, in which the 
mind confines its search to the marks of relations; 
traces facts to more general facts, whereof they are 
but particular cases; these to others more general 
still, so that its perfection, toward which it tends 
incessantly (although quite probably it will never 
reach it), would consist in the power to represent the 
different observable phenomena as particular cases 
under a single general fact, like that of gravitation, 
for example. 

The positiv or real explanation of facts has substi- 
tuted itself step by step for the theological and met- 
aphysical as the progress of inquiry brought to light 
‘an increasing number of the invariable laws of phe- 
nomena. 

Comte was the first who ever attempted the com- 
plete systematization of the positiv or real mode of 
thought, and the scientific extension of it to all ob- 
jects of human knowledge, and in doing this he has 
displayed a quantity and quality of mental power, and 
achieved an amount of success, which is simply max- 
velous. . 

The generalization which belongs to Comte, and in 
which he has not been at all anticipated, is that every 


distinct class of human conceptions passes necessa- 
rily through all these stages, beginning with the the- 
ological and proceeding through the metaphysical to 
the positiv or real, the metaphysical being a mere 
state of transition, but an indispensable one, from 
the theological mode of thought to the positiv or 
real, which is destined finally to prevail, by the uni- 
versal recognition-that all phenomena without excep- 
tion are governed by invariable laws, with which no 
volitions, either natural or supernatural, interfere. 

When men believe that if .you wish for something 
on seeing a piebald horse, the wish will be realized; 
when they believe that if thirteen people sit down 
together at dinner, one will die before the year is out; 
when they believe that if anyone be bitten by a dog, 
he will suffer hydrophobia should the dog be after- 
ward attacked by that disease; when they believe that 
a peculiar conjunction of the stars will rule their des- 
timies—in all these and similar instances people's 
minds are in.the theological stage; they conceive nat- 
ure as indefinitly variable. History is crowded with 
examples of this conception. In poetry, in litera- 
ture, in daily life, we constantly find traces of this 
primitiv spontaneous mode of conceiving of things. 

To take an illustration, inthe camp of Agamemnon 
an epidemic breaks out, the men die by scores; but 
as the dreadful arrows of death are invisible, a terri- 
fied army attributes the pestilence to the anger of of- 
fended Apollo, who avenges an insult to his priest by 
the “clanging of thesilver bow.” This explanation, so 
absurd in our age, was acceptable to the facil ac- 
quiescence of that epoch, and expiatory peace offer- 
ings were made to the offended deity in a case where 
modern science with its sanitary commission would 
hav seen bad drainage or imperfect ventilation. 

But to prove that the theological stage is not 
thoroughly and universally passed, we need only 
refer to the monstrous illustrations of our own days, 
when learned men, the teachers of our own people, 
gravely. attributed the cholera to God's anger at 
England's endowment of the Maynooth Roman 
Catholic College. 

There was a church in Sienna which had often 
been injured by lightning. A conductor was set up 
in defiance of the “religious world,” wherein it was 
regarded as the “heretical stake.” A storm arose, 
the lightning struck the tower, crowds flocked to see 
if the church was spared, and lo! the very spider- 
webs upon it were unbroken. Here we see science 
correcting the mischievous prejudices of theology. 

The same tendency to look beyond the fact for an 
explanation of the fact, to imagin an agency super- 
added to the phenomena, is visible in the metaphys- 
ical period. " 

The notion of invariableness is admitted, and to 
explain it- some “entity” or “principle” is imagined. 
Thus Kepler imagined the Rura of planetary 
movements was owing to the planets being endowed 
with minds capable of making observations on the 
sun's apparent diameter, in order to regulate their 
motions so as to describe areas proportioned to their 
times 

When men put up prayers for rain in fine weather 
they are acting upon the theological conception that 
these phenomena are not the resultant of invariable 
laws, but of some variable will. 

The clergyman refusing to pray for rain * while 
the wind is in this quarter” naively rebukes the im- 
propriety of the request. 

In the final and positiv stage men accept nature as 
she presents herself, without seeking beyond the 
facts for fantastical entities. It was formerly be- 
lieved that basilisks existed in cellars which had been 
long closed; they were invisible, but their look killed 
whoever it fell upon. Since it has become more 
generally known that fermentation is produced by 
noxious air, whose weight causes it to accumulate in 
low places, we recognize the destructiv agent, and 
drive it away by means of fresh air. There you hay 
an example of the two conceptions, metaphysical and 
positiv; the one seeking its explanations in an un- 
known entity, basilisk; the other, in known laws of 
nature’s processes. 

History shows us the gradual dispersion of super- 
stitions and fantastic creeds before the light of cer- 
tainty which science carries everywhere. In the pos- 
itiv stage the invariableness of phenomena under 
similar conditions is recognized as the sum total of 
human investigations. Beyond the laws which regu- 
late phenomena it is idle to endeavor to penetrate. 


-So completely are men in the theological and meta- 


physical stages with respect to the science of society 
that, ignoring all laws and conditions of growth and 
development, they almost universally believe in the 
absurd notion of a political change being wrought by 
an alteration in the government, or by the adoption 
of some scheme or constitution. 

For example, they believe that all that is necessary 
to make society republican is to adopt republican 
forms, not seeing that when these forms of govern- 
ment are given to a nation, instead of growing out of 
the national tendencies and ideas, they are merely 
new names given to old realities. 

The belief is a remant of the old theological me- 
chanical conception, which supposes man to be ex- 
ternal to the social organism Instead of being an in- 
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tegral portion of it. We must replace this mechan- 
ical by à dynamical conception, and understand that 
the social organism has its laws of growth and de- 
velopment like the human organism. 

Toronto, Dec. 26, 1885. R. B. BUTLAND. 


—6—9-— 


Vieter Hugo and the Bishop. 


An article in the London Freethinker says that in 
1878 the centenary of Voltaire's death was celebrated 
in Paris, and Vietor Hugo delivered the splendid 
oration* which we hav published. The bishop of 
Orleans addressed a remonstrance to Victor Hugo on 
theoceasion. The following letter of Victor Hugo's 
to the bishop will show the kind of sympathy this 
great republican had for leading churchmen: 

Monstetr: You are guilty of imprudence. You remind 
those who might hav forgotten it, that I was brought up by 
a churchman, and that if my life began in prejudice and ter- 
ror, it was the priest’s fault, not mine. That sort of educa- 
tion is so fatal that at nearly forty years of age, as you point 
out, I was still under its influence. 
before. I don’t dwell on it. I hav a certain contempt for 
mere futilities’ You insult Voltaire, and you do me the 
honor to revile me. That is your affair. You and I are two 
men, better or worse; the future will decide between us. 
The moral sense is so imperfectly developed in you that you 
reproach me with the very act which does me honor. You 
undertake to read me a lesson. By what right? Who are 
you? Let us come to the point. Let us see what a thing 
your conscience is, and what mine is. A single comparison 
will suffice. France has lately passed through an ordeal. 
France was free. One night a man treacherously seized her, 
overthrew her, and gagged her. He began his reign—since 
reign it was—by perjury, ambush, and massacre. He pro- 
longed it by oppression, by tyranny, by despotism, by an in- 
describable parody on religion and justice. He was at once a 
monster and a pi, . For him were sung the “Te Deum,” 
the “ Magnificat,” the “ Salvum Fac,” the ** Gloria Tibi,” and 
the rest. Who sang them? Ask yourself. The law 


abandoned the people to him, the church surrendered to him- 


the almighty justice; honor, country gave way before that 
man. He trampled under foot his oath, equity, good faith, 
the glory of the flag, the dignity of man, the liberty of the 
citizen; that man’s prosperity perplexed the conscience of 
mankind. This lasted nineteen years. During that time you 
were in a palace; I was in exile. Sir, I pity you. 

Vioror Hvao. 


* This oration is for sale at the 'TRUTH SEEKER office, with 
the original French and the English (translated by James 
Parton) on opposit pages. 'The price of the pamphlet is 10 


cents. 
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Sweeping Reform Demanded. 


Of God above or man below 
What can we reason but from what we know? 

We know that all the corporations and all the em- 
ployers of labor wish to get, and screw hard to get, 
it as cheap as they can. To what a figure would they 
crush it down no man can tell, if the labor unions, 
under all their various forms and in all their various 
localities, didn't unite to stand in their way. Their 
theory is this: “ We screw down ten cents a day on, 
say, five thousand coal-miners, or other workers. It 
will hot be much to each man, and it will be $500 a 
day to the company. That will count up to $150, 
000 a year, and will be a great help to the dividends." 
They tried it on the railroad hands some years ago, 
resulting in the heroic revolt which, through blood 
and flame, took possession of the Pittsburgh fortifi- 
cations. The corporation counted up a loss of four 
millions, and modestly called upon the city and 
county to pay their loss. Those resisted, and a trial 
in the courts ensued, which disclosed an amount of 
rottenness in the legislature of Pennsylvania. and in 
the press of Pennsylvania, never before dragged out 
to public view. Ten cents a line for harmless little 
paragraphs, $100 to $200 for leading articles—meas- 
ured by circulation and “influence”—such was the 
sweeping sale of the press—all the press, or was 
there some of it not worth buying? The tariff for 
“honorable” legislators did not vary much—$100 for 
a silent vote, for a speech and a vote $200, were the 
ruling figures, The theory of the railroad rogues 
was, * We run no risk in screwing down wages. If 
our men should rise and wreck things, the state will 
hay to make our loss good." Such was and such is 
the orthodox ereed of indeed all the corporations of 
whatever kind. 

Before the great famin swept out of Ireland three 
millions of the population, a sober, steady day laborer 
would be very glad indeed if he could get eight pence 
a day, one dollar for a whole week's wages, year in 
and year out. He never got more than tenpence a 
day, which would bring the week up to a dollar and 
& quarter. But that was rare and uncertain, and 
there were frequent days in which he could get no 
work and no wages at all It grew a little better 
when the landlord famin kiled off the laborers in 
1848. I say “the landlord famin,” because the grain 

'erops and the beef, the butter, bacon, fowls, eggs, 
everything but potatoes, was a good crop as usual 
But all those things had to be sold—were seized at 
the point of the bayonet—to feed the debauch of the 
scoundrels who called themselvs “lords of the soil.” 
The same scoundrels that are now sticking themselvs 
into the soil of America. 

A double hunger afflicts the corporations. One to 
devour all the natural wealth of the country, the other 
to digest it by cheap labor. A few falsehoods and a 
“divide” in Washington has given them the natural 
wealth. And their hunger for cheap labor had been 


All that has been said | 


partially allayed' before now only for the front pre- 
sented by the labor organizations. I say “partially 
allayed,” for it can only be satiated by the millions 
ready to pour in as soon as sent for from the celestial 
millions of ten cent laborers on the other side of the 
Pacific. 

If the lands and the mines are legally plundered 
from us, what is to prevent this consummation? 
Nothing, for certain. The money—the educated 
force—whether in pulpit, press, or platform, will be 
on one side, a disjointed and dynamitical discontent 
on the other. A scene not only may, but logically 
mast, ensue before which our civil war will pale into 
an unseen silence. Nothing to prevent it only a re- 
sumption of our lands, our waters, and our minerals. 

Tuos. Ainge DEVIR. 
——— — — ——$—9————— — ——— 
Converting the Hebrews. 


The Hebrew Christian Mission of this city filed ar- 
ticles of incorporation week before last. The trus- 
tees are well-known Christian ministers, one of whom 
says that the mission is only a sort of trusteeship for 
the church of the Rev. Jacob Freshman, the con- 
verted Jew. 

This Mr. Freshman is the gentleman challenged in 
these columns some few weeks since by Mr. Benjamin, 
another Hebrew gentleman, to prove his new faith. 
Mr: Benjamin is still of the Jewish faith, though lib- 
eral and broad in his thought. He is intensely dis- 
gusted with Mr. Freshman for his apostasy, and has 
sent us the following letter to supplement his chal- 
lenge: 


To rae Eprrog or Tae TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: That Rev. 
Freshman should fail to take up the gauntlet and come up to 
the scratch of my religious challenge is natural enough, for 
the very name of your paper is enough to nauseate him, as 
“truth” to him is repulsiv. Besides, since the challenge 
would add nothing to benefit himself, it lost all the charms 
for him. As for the glory of the thing, his only glorification 
is in Christ for so many dollars and cents. 

In order not to be looked upon by your many readers as 
the ancient St. Paul before his conversion, I will state that I 
look upon Christ as a great’ reformer and benefactor of hu- 
manity, when not allied to bigotry. My sole antagonism to 
ignorance and want of principle, actuated by the love and 
respect I bear toward true and pure Christianity, prompts me 
to guard it against the wolves in sheep’s clothes like Fresh- 
man & Co., who stick like leeches to the purses of their 
dupes. This convert fraternity history points out to us as 
leeches sucking the life-blood of thousands, nay, hundreds of 
thousands, of innocent Jews during the Middle Ages. ^ : 

The disgraceful and falsifying blood accusation could be 
also traced and placed at the feet of the converts who, be- 
cause of their external Jewish appearance, mingled unsuspi- 
ciously in the synagogs, where they slipped in a bottle of 
blood in the ark, then swore before the authorities, and 
aroused the fury of the mob, that the bottle with its contents 
in the ark belonged to Christian children. As to the result in 
consequence, one only need look at the European cemeteries, 
including.my nativ country, dark Russia, where rows of 
graves are assigned to those martyrs. 

Again, in this glorious country of the brave, whose soil. is 
too sacred to serve as a receptacle for the perjured blood- 
accusation statements, the Freshman clique is hired by Chris- 
tianity as walking advertisments to proclaim the following 
good tidings: A man commiting a cold-blooded murder, an 
after administering the sacrament to him on the scaffold, his 
blood-stained soul is eagerly sought after by winged angels, 
who tenderly carry it to the celestial abode, there to join its spir- 
itual fellow-murderers, already regaled with their wings and 
harps. If the murderer happens to hail from the sunny land 
of the Alps he joins the Italian Colony, who, through the 
free use of the stilletto while on earth, are swarming over 
the heavenly avenues as over the streets of Mulberry and 
Crosby. All these, with the mark of the noose yet on their 
necks, are playing and dancing to the tunes of their agonized 
victims, who, previous to being murdered, might hav partic- 
ipated in the reading of Secular literature like Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER and Sunday papers, but now are weeping and gnash- 
ing their teeth while being roasted, broiled, or fried in 
sheol ! : 

Like specialties prevailing with the secular merchant, so 
does the religious soul-trader Freshman boast of his specialty, 
encouraging his dupes that the Jew—even of the Montefiore 
type, whose prolonged life of charity, endeavoring to allevi- 
ate suffering humanity, irrespectiv of race or color, even re- 
membering those outside of his pale in his will—the hireling, 
ignorant Freshman seals the doom of the Jew by assigning 
him to the darkest and hottest cell in sheol, for no other 
crime than that the Jew, as a rule, is a loving husband and 
father, maintaining stately buildings of love and humanity 
for the sick, orphan, aged, and infirm, incurable, etc., yet 
never signs pledges nor enlists in Salvation Armies. Above 
all, since the Jew never died on the scaffold, he naturally 
failed to receive the sacrament. This is beyond the endur- 
ance of the ignorant Saint Freshman, who slams the gates of 
heaven in the face of the unchristianized Jew, thus excluding 
him from the sacred concert performed by a powerful orches- 
tra of harps and hand-organs in the the heavenly Murderers’ 
Row. 

The most unpardonable crime the counterfeit Christian 
Freshman attributes to the Jew is that his clear head makes 
him close-fisted toward the conversionists. Thus, according 
to the gospel of Saint Freshman, he administers the rebuke 
uttered by St. Matthew, ‘‘ Depart from me, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels. 
For I was hungered, and ye gave me no meat; I was thirsty, 
and ye gave me no drink.” 

If such a clique as Freshman & Co. are made to represent 
Christianity, is it to be wondered at, the timidity it displays? 
Why, the greatest acrobatic Brooklyn divine religiously :ad2 
vocates the arrest of a great thinker for permitting his mind 
to dictate to hismouth. But the Brooklynite spiritual clown 
forgets that the body, but not the mind, could be arrested. 

As the present subject with me is almost inexhaustible, I 
will not further obtrude inyself on your numerous intelligent 
readers. A. BENJAMIN. 


* Senn to Tue Trurx Seeker office for a catalog of 
the books we hav for sale. The catalog is sent free 
to any address upon application, 
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News and Notes. 


The question, Shall the Central Park Museums he 
open on Sunday? now engages the publie mind. 
Morris K. Jesup, president of the Museum of Nat- 
ural History, has written a pamphlet to show why 
they should not. be opened, and I hav written the fol- 
lowing, which, I think, shows wherein Mr. Jesup’s 
argument is weak. It was printed in the New York 
Times last Sunday : 


The recent. agitation among all classes of taxpayers, and 
especially the laboring elements, advocating the opening of 
the Park museums on Sundays, caused Mr. Moria K. Jesup, 
president of the American Museum of Natural History, and 
Mr. Daniel Huntington, vice-president of the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, to combine their views on the subject in the 
Shape of a printed pamphlet, written by Mr. Jesup, the sub‘ 
stance of which was contained in his statement made before 
the Board of Estimate and Apportionment at Mayor Grace’s 
office. Their views are not acceptable to those who advocate 
the opening of the museums on Sundays, and when in Feb- 
ruary next the museum trustees meet, a lively time will 
occur. Mr. S. P. Putnam, who is the conspicuous champion 
of the trade assemblies and the American Labor [Secular] 
Union in this cause, said yesterday : 

“ Morris K. Jesup, in his pamphlet just published, makes 
the following objections : 

** First—Sunday opening would be a violation of contract, 
to which I say: The contract reads as follows: ‘ That the 
exhibition halls of said building shall on Wednesday, Thurs- 
day, Friday, and Saturday of each week and all legal-and 
public holidays, except Sunday, be kept open and accessible 
to the public free of charge from 9 o'clock a.m. until half an 
hour before sunset, etc.’ The contract does not call for the 


opening of the museums on Sundays, neither does it forbid ' 


the opening. It simply leaves the matter with the directors. 
There is no legal obstacle whatsoever to Sunday opening. 
There is no contract to the contrary. According to the con- 
tract the directors are not obliged to open the museums on 
Sundays; neither are they obliged to keep them shut. Evi- 
dently the difficulty is not in the law, but in the will of the 
directors. 

** Second—Mr. Jesup affirms that the working people do 
not desire a Sunday opening. To sustain this position he 
quotes largely from English politicians and newspapers. He 
has not quoted the views of an American newspaper or rep- 
resentativ workingman. It is not to be supposed that this 
question, which concerns New York city, is to be settled by 
what certain politicians and newspapers and some working, 
people on the other side of the water say. The American 
people can decide the matter for themselvs. As a matter of 
fact, the working people of New York city, by resolution 
and petition, hav expressed a very strong desire for Sunday 
opening. Mr. Jesup shows the weakness of his case by 
quoting only from what some „English workingmen hav de- 
clared. In England there is a union of church and state. In 
America there is not. The circumstancés are different. Some 
English working people, no doubt, favor a union of church 
and state, but does it follow that American workingmen are 
of the same mind? Let the workingmen of America speak 
for themselvs, and they will do so if Mr. Jesup will giv an 
opportunity for the presentation of petitions and resolutions. 

4 Third—Mr. Jesup says that Sunday opening will make 
Sunday a working day. It will do nothing of the kind. It 
will make it a better holiday. Mr. Jesup wants a ' rest day,’ 
whatever that may be. The choice, however, is not between 
a ‘rest day’—that is, a religious holy day—and a working 
day; but between a ‘rest day’ with the ‘rest’ enforced by 
law and a holiday with the privilege of spending it as the 
people please. Sunday should be a holiday, a day of recre- 
ation, not a day when all. paths but that to the church-door 
and saloon are shut, but a day when all paths but that to un- 
necessary labor are open. So far as possible, it should bea 
universal holiday for the good of humanity. In no way will 
the Sunday opening make of Sunday a day of labor. The 
more instrumentalities there are for Sunday amusement and 
recreation of an innocent character the much less likely is it 
ever to become a working day. 

*t Fowrth—WMr. Jesup says that Sunday opening will weaken 
the motiv for the Saturday half-holiday. Byno means. The 
motiv for both is the same. The true humanitarian believes 
in shortening as far as possible the hours of labor. There is 
no conflict between the Saturday half-holiday and the Sunday 
holiday. What makes for the onemakes for the other. The 
reason for both is identical. Perhaps some clergymen are in 
favor of the Saturday half-holiday in order to keep intact the 
ecclesiastical Sabbath. "They use the Saturday half-holiday 
as a sort of bribe to the working people to let the gloomy or- 
thodox Sunday remain. If this strategy fails, of course the 
motiv for the Saturday half-holiday will be weakened. I do 
not see any other way for it to be weakened by the Sunday 
opening. The more cheerful Sunday is made the better 
chance there is for Saturday. The museums would not be 
available to the working people on a Saturday half-holiday. 
The hours of labor close at 1 o’clock. The museums close 
half an honr before sunset. Certainly this in winter weather 
would leave but little or no time to go home, dress, and reach 
the Park, and, when it might be reached, less thañ an hour to 
inspect the museums. The working people should hav a 
whole day like Sunday to reap the benefit of seeing the mu- 
seums satisfactorily. : 

* Fifth—Mr. Jesup says that the Sunday opening makes 
an additional expense. This is a very little difficulty. If the 
directors will open on Sunday they will find ample support 
both from the public treasury and by private contributions. 
The force of this objection is entirely lost from the fact that 
Mr. Crimmins offered to pay the whole additional expense, 
and the offer was refused. Mr. Jesup’s difficulties are all 
assumed. There is no legal obstacle. The people desire the 
Sunday opening. It will make Sunday a better day. It will 
help the Saturday half holiday, and the expense can be easily 
met. The real difficulty is with the directors themselvs. 


j 


Y : EP ; 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 9, 1886. 


21 


They do not want to open the museums on Sunday, and 
therefore they seek for reasons not to open; but the reasons 
in favor of opening are simply overwhelming.» What I want 
to know is, wil the directors giv an opportunity for these 
reasons to be presented, or do they purpose to ignore the ex- 
pression in favor of Sunday opening by the citizens of New 
York?” 

Mr. Putnam has the hearty support of the trades’ assem- 
blies in support of his efforts. > 


In regard to the above the Firmes editorially re- 
marks: - 


We do not see how any impartial person can fail to agree 
that Mr. Putnam has the better of the argument. The rea- 
sons put forward in the pamphlet to which he replies are not 
strong from the point of view of public policy. If the con- 
tract under which the museums are now managed forbids a 
Sunday opening, a new contract can be made. Whether or 
not the working people, meaning the people to whom Sunday 


is the only day of leisure, desire the opening of the museums + 


is a question upon which it is quite idle to speculate. It 
can be settled only by experiment. If, after the museums 
had been opened on Sunday long enough for the fact of the 
opening to be generally known, the attendance did not equal 
the attendance on weck days, it might fairly be said that the 
people who could not go on week days would not go on Sun- 

ay. The additional Sunday labor caused by the opening of 
the museums would be so trifling, in its relation to the com- 
munity at large, that it is not worth considering. It would 


. amount to a fraction only of the labor now: employed on Sun- 


day in any line of horse-cars. The objection upon the score 
of expense seems to be disposed of by the offer of a single 
citizen to defray the whole cost of trying. the experiment of 
Sunday openings. : 

These are the chief reasons given by Mr. Jesup and Mr. 
Huntington for objecting to open the museums on Sunday. 
They are so inadequate that Mr. Putnam’s conjecture that 
they are pretexts is not unwarrantable. The real reason we 
may assume to be a conscientious objection to ‘‘ secularizing 
the Sabbath.” This objection justifies any person who enter- 
tains it not only in observing his Sunday in the manner which 
he believes to be commanded.of him, but in refusing to be an 
activly consenting party to the observance of it in other ways 
by other persons. If officers of the museums should hold it 
to be their duty to resign rather than to acquiesce in the Sun- 
day opening, they would be within their rights, just as they 
would be within their rights in resigning from the director- 


_ Ship of a horse railroad company that ran its cars on Sunday, 


or of a club that opened its doors to its members on that day. 
They would transcend their rights only when they attempted 
to impose their own views upon people who differed with 
them. When the existing Sunday laws were enacted the 
whole community held the same view about the observance 
of Sunday that is held by those who now oppose the opening 
of museums and libraries on Sunday. The opposition can 
not be justified except upon the ground that that view is not 


: only the true one, but that it ought to be enforced upon those 


who dissent from it as well as upon those who agree with it. 


This is a ground tliat comparativly few people will now be- 


ready to take. 'Those who do take it are bound by it, it 
seems to us, to oppose & great number of practices in which 
they now acquiesce. 


After receiving several thousand names to a peti- 
tion, some of the directors state such a general peti- 
tion will do no good, but that they might pay atten- 
tion to one signed by “heads of families,” or by those 
who “helped to found the museums.” This is a 
strange way of dealing with a question in which all 
citizens are interested, and in whose decision all 
should hav à voice. The most prominent men in the 
city hav signed the petition. Is not this enough? 
It is evident that the directors do allow their re- 
ligjous opinions to influence, and having conscien- 
tious scruples against Sunday opening, they mean to 
prevent it by all sorts of delay and the multiplication 
of difficulties. The discussion has now spread be- 
yond the bounds of New York city, and the whole 
country is becoming interested in the progress of the 
agitation. The following is from the Philadelphia 
Press: 

They hav very little public spirit in New York, and they 


.rise superior to local pride on the idiotic theory that it is pro- 


vincial. But they hav something that is either a real public 
opinion or a very fair substitute therefor. For years now this 
public opinion has demanded the opening of the museums 
and picture galleries on Sunday, and especially the opening 
of the Central Park Metropolitan Museum of Art on that 
day. For years the trustees of this institution hav opposed 
the notion, and against their fiat the appeals of the. press and 
the public in general hav been as powerless as were the pros- 
ecutors of General Di Cesnola. -Recently the president and 
Vice-president made public a statement of their reasons for 
preferring to keep the museum closed. These are in turn 
answered by Mr. 8. P. Putnam. There are various questions 
of detail none of which amount to much, as they could 
readily be arranged if the trustees would consent to try the 
experiment demanded. This they will not do simply and 
solely because they believe Sunday is becoming more and 
more & day of diversion rather than devotion, and, disapprov- 
ing this, they propose to stand in the breach as long as possi- 
ble. Their consciences, which will not let them yield, prob- 
ably prevent them from resigning and making room for 
directors who hav some idea of the functions of a museum 
and do not consider it a light and trivial place in which the 
Sunday that many now spend in the parks or in gin-mills or 
dance-halls would be frittered away. In Philadelphia we do 
not believe public piety has suffered since the Academy was 
opened on Sunday. y 


The discussion of the Nine Demands is becoming 
more: general every year. They cannot be ignored. 
The decision of the Supreme Court of Iowa, the 
case of Mr. Prussing in the Chicago courts, the 
opening of the museums, ete., show how impossible 
it is to escape these advancing issues. There will be 
no cessation until these Nine Demands are acceded 
to, and if the friends of progress will only make good 
use of the opportunities daily opening for discussion 
and work, the total triumph of the principles of 
Secularization is only the question of a few years. 
We hav compelled the orthodox to a defense. This 
is the first step to victory. Samvst P. PurNAM. 


Religious Perseeution at Jobstown, N. J. 


The following letter tells its own story: 

New York, Jan. 2, 1886. 

PIERRE LongnurAmD, Esq., Dear Sir: I gladly apologize for 
seeming to entertain the thought that you could be guilty of 
such despicable tyranny as to persecute any one on account 
of his honest convictions, no matter how much they might 
differ from your own. 

Your sense of justice will prompt you at once to recall the 
expression ‘“‘ impertinent,” in regard to my letter to you, 
when you learn that William Griswold says: *'T did not write 
any order to hav men discharged; the foreman who. did it, 
did it on his own responsibility." 

Ihav just received the affidavit of one of your employees 
(dulv sworn before Wm. C. Curtis, justice of the peace, 
Burlington, N. J., Dec. 29th, 1885), '' 0, on his oath, saith 
that one John G. Gardiner at that time in the employ of P. 
Lorillard as foreman in the said Lorillard's garden, did come 
to him on or about the 21st day of December, 1885. The 
said John G. Gardiner told him that he had orders to dis- 
charge all persons that joined Jobstown Secular Union." 

This proves my letter, instead of ‘being impertinent, was 
alike very pertinent and necessary, since such an order hav- 
ing been issued by those you had placed in authority, you 
alone had power to revoke it. 

The American Secular Union appeals to your sense of 
liberty and justice, and requests vou to immediately revoke 
the arbitrary and outrageous decree to discharge all your em- 
ployees who take part in, or join the Jobstown Secular Union, 
or any orders to that effect, issued by your foreman Gar- 
diner, or any other person. 

Hav the kindness to promptly notify me of your action in 
the matter. Respectfully yours, C. B. REYNOLDS, à 

Chairman Ex. Com. Am. Secular Union. 

It is clearly proven that the religious bigots did in- 
duce the issumg of orders that the employees of 
Pierre Lorillard, who dared to participate in the ex- 
ercises of the science school, or join the Jobstown 
Secular Union, should be discharged. This attempt 
at terrorism was all the more infamous since it was 
unauthorized. To the laboring man with a family of 
little ones; ór with an aged and infirm mother, or 
little orphaned brothers and sisters dependent on him, 
there can be no more terrible threat than loss of em- 
ployment in the midst of winter, for it means suffer- 
ing, privation, and misery to his loved ones. 

Such a scheme of terrorism is worthy of the atro- 
cious cruelty that invented the horrible implements 
of torture used by those devout daughters of the 
church—Bloody Queen Mary, and her most Protest- 
ant Christian sister, Queen Elizabeth. 

Some of the Jobstown Christians seem to be actu- 
ated by the same spirit as the Pilgrim Fathers, who, 
themselvs fugitivs from Protestant persecution, as 
soon as they gained the power, hung the Quakers, 
and whipped the Baptists at the cart-tail, for daring 
to differ with them on points of Bible faith. 

I$ would seem incredible that Baptists, who hav so 
denounced their fellow-Christians of different faiths 
for persecuting Baptists, should themselvs take the 
initiativ in persecuting men and women for desiring 
to attain scientific knowledge. 

But we find all devotees of the Bible, no matter 
what their sect of denomination, become inoculated 
with the like persecuting spirit, and, whenever they 
hav the power, are prompt to exercise it. Read Deut. 
xiii, 6-10; Gal. i, 9; John xv, 6; Gal i, 8; 1 Cor. v, 5. 

The Christians of Jobstown had no cause of offense 
against the Secular Union, for it was only just organ- 
ized; their excitement and ire was not’ because in my 
lectures I had spoken harshly. It isadmitted I spoke 
in the kindest, most considerate, and gentle manner. 
I made no assertions, no denunciations, but simply 


{read texts from the Bible designed to prove that. 


Saturday, the seventh day, was enjoined on all God’s 
true people to the end of time; that the observance 
of the seventh day was the sign between him and his 
people; that God declared “his covenant he would 
not break nor alter the thing that had gone out of 
his lips;’ that Christ declared “Till heaven and 
earth passed, not the dotting of an ¿ or the crossing 
of a ¢ should be changed in the law of ten command- 
ments ;” that the spirit of God commanded James to 
write, ^ Whoso offends in one point is guilty of all ;” 
that obedience was the great test, the only true wor- 
ship, and that Paul declared, “ Whose servants ye are 
to obey; his servants ye are whom ye obey;" that 
there was no authority for Sunday observance except 
that of the pope and the holy Roman Catholic church, 
and therefore obedience of Sunday keeping was ex- 
alting the pope above God. 

Several Christians admitted they had been de- 
ceived in regard to what the Bible taught on this sub- 
ject. Hence the ire of the bigots. They could not 
justify the dogma of their creed, but they could 
attempt terrorism, and. could persecute those they 
could not convince. 

On the Sunday evening I refuted the assertion that 
Secularism destroyed all virtue, order, and society, 
and encouraged crime. I showed Secularists were 
not responsible for Nothingarians ; that the one great 
principle of Secularism was justice; its motto—its 
first principle and desire—was to secure to all equal 
rights and liberty, regardless of religious faith or 
the lack of it; to learn what is right and do it ; secure 
our happiness by promoting the happiness of others. 

I refuted the assertion that Infidels were very 
ignorant of the Bible and the character of, God 
therein portrayed ; read the text showing the cruel, 
revengeful, vindictiv character of God, as given in 


the Bible, and appealed to the Christians if there was 


not some mistake of the translators, for not one pres- 
ent would or could adore such a being as the Bible ` 
described God to be. I read to them part of Mat- 
thew xxvi where Jesus himself declares the genuin 
Secularist shall hav glad welcome into heaven, for 
the question would not be, “ Did you believe right?" 
but “ Did you liv right?” 

Among Liberals, I am aware I present the hard 
facts in all their appalling hideousness, but in new 
fields I yield to none in care while endeavoring to 
awake to thought, to avoid arousing ire or prejudice. 
Could they hay refuted my argument, explained away 
the damaging effect of the texts quoted; could they 
hav satisfactorily answered the questions of awak- 
ened minds among them, they had not resorted to 
forged orders and attempts at terrorism and persecu- 
tion. 

This is not a mere local question, but a matter of 
vital import to every lover of right and liberty in the 
United States. If such terrorism is exercised on 
these employees unrebuked, how long ere every big- 
oted employer will dictate to all in his employ what 
religion they shall believe, what church they shall 


attend, what priest or parson they shall support, what 


faith their children shall be educated in ? 

Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty. 

Iam glad Mr. P. Lorillard denies ever having au- 
thorized such an infamous order and resents the mere 
imputation of a possibility that he would sanction such 
infamous tyranny, and Irejoice that the matter assumed 
such shape as to render necessary the publication of 
all the facts, for now the heretofore most lukewarm 
Liberal cannot be longer blind to the necessity of 
union and efficient organization as the best means of 
protecting and defending the right to religious lib- 
erty and to effectually resist the encroachment of the 
bigoted, pliant tools of the church to coerce obedi- 
ence to her insolent dictation. I hope the prompt 
and public disavowal by Mr. Pierre Lorillard of any 
such order as that the church devotees induced his 
foreman to issue may put an end to all trouble and 
anxiety on the part of his employees at Jobstown, and 
that the Jobstown Secular Union will fulfil its glo- 
rious mission of eradicating superstition, inspire the 
study of science, and induce all to love and practice 
justice. C. B. REYNOLDS. 

i 


What a Yarn! 
From the Oshkosh, Wis., Daily Northwestern. 

At the Congregational church on Sunday morning 
Professor Towle, in alluding to the efficacy of prayer, 
told how, in a time of great drouth in the state of 
Ohio, President Finney of Oberlin College prayed for 
rain, and prayed so effectivly that before the service 
was half over rain descended in torrents, although 
when service commenced the sky was clear and 
cloudless. 

— M eO 
Lectures and Meetings 


W. S. Bri will giv a course of Freethought lectures at 
Atlanta, IH., Jan. 15th, 16th, and 17th. 


C. B. Reynotps left New York last Monday night for Balls- 
ton Spa., N. Y., the home of Mr. William Thorpe, who be- 
came a Freethinker by his steps being (providentially ?) 
directed to where a page of Tune Truru SkExxa was lying in 
the street. From Ballston Spa Mr. Reynolds goes to Troy, 
and opens Saturday evening, the 9th, with his stereopticon 
exhibition. 


Ox Christmas Day, near Winfield, Kan., J. E. Remsburg 
experienced his fifth railroad wreck. He escaped unharmed, 
and, though delayed ten hours, reached Weir City in time to 
fill his engagement. Saturday evening he lectured on “ Sab- 
bath-Breaking,” and on Sunday the Weir City band tendered 
him their services, preceding his evening lecture with an 
hour's concert. The parsons there feel that something should 
be done to stem this tide of Sabbath desecration. 


Lasr Sunday morning the Society of Humanists, or the 
Positivist Prolectaires of New York, as they variously style 
themselvs, met at 97 Market strect in one of the few remain- 
ing Dutch edifices along the East river front. 'The meeting 
was held in a loft littered by the implements and appliances 
of the painter's art, and was composed of a group of mechan- 
ies engaged in the study of the writings of Auguste Comte, 
the founder of the Religion of Humanity. Mr. McCulloch, 
a sturdy-looking Highlander, read one of Mr. Frederic Harri- 
son's Positivist prayers. The president of the society, Hugh 
McGregor, standing at a table adorned by a fine portrait of 
the deceased Henry Evans—the first Positivist workingman 
in New York—delivered an animated address on the sub- 
ject of the previous Sunday's reading: **'The objectiv basis 
of Positivism, or the order of the external world as revealed 
by science." "The audience then commenced the reading of 
a chapter of the ** General View of Positiviem,” cach person 
in turn reading a paragraph. The book was now in the 
hands of a youth of eighteen, and now in the hands of a man 


. of eighty years; now in the hands of an American, and next 


in the hands of a Russian, or an Englishman, or Swede, or à 
Frenchman. Among the audience was Mr. Claude Rodd, 
of the London Positivist Society, who delivered a prayer, and 
Mr. Gottfried Brandt, of the Stockholm, Sweden, group. 
“This meeting," said President McGregor, ‘‘I regard as one 
of the most remarkable evidences of the mighty forces that 
are fast crushing out the last remnant of an obsolete and 
effete theology." ' 
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Communications. 


Conscience is Sick.—The Disease and the Remedy. 


There is much complaint that people are not so 
conscientious in the civilized world as they ought to 
be so late in the nineteenth century of the Christian 
era. .I believe this complaint is well-founded, and, 
recognizing the truth of the adage, “In the multitude 
of counsellors there is wisdom,” will venture a few 
suggestions that hav occurred to me in explanation. 

Within the past twenty years I hav heard many 
men and women, of full average intelligence, and 
members of high standing in Christian churches, say, 
in effect, that if it were not for the trinity. of fear of 
hell, hope of heaven, and the love or fear of à God 
who will everlastingly punish or reward, they believed 
they should be terribly wicked, and would hav no 
motiv to be good. In the mean time I hav been mak- 
ing inquiries, as opportunity offered, of Christians 
and outsiders who professed to believe in the Christian 
religion, aitd expect to procure tickets to heaven be- 
fore the last train starts; and I conclude from their tes- 
timony that such fear, hope, and love constitute the 
main part of the motivs of average people to do right 
and abstain from doing wrong. In the mean time I 
hav also been a frequent and attentiv listener to or- 
thodox sermons, and am sure that I am fully within 
bounds in saying that in them, on an average, fear of 
hell and hope of heaven, as incentivs to do good and 
abstain from evil, hav been urged in the ratio of 
ninety per cent against the field. And it must be 
conceded by all investigators that in the past Chris- 
tian teachers and believers relied less upon, and had 
a dimmer conception of, any other motivs to good 
conduct than they do now. f 

With all deference to whom it may offend, I feel. it 
my duty to say that we might as well expect to grow 
fat on pigs by feeding them sand and saleratus, as to 
grow a healthy conscience on any such a diet. 

' And as, during the last two thousand years, con- 
science appears to hav been fed on little else, it is a 
wonder that it is not even smaller, weaker, and leaner 
than it is. Indeed; to me, it seems wonderful that 
there is now even so much of a trace of conscience 
left as there is said to be of the tail of the lower ani- 
mal from which, according to the Darwin theory, man 
is supposed to hav developed, since it is a demon- 
strated fact that long disuse of any function, faculty, 
or member of mind of body will utterly destroy and 
eliminate it. Therefore the practice of doing good, 
or abstaining from evil, from any other motiv than 
the natural consequences of such actions, must prove 
the death-warrant of conscience, and will, in time, 
cause the species to become extinct. There would 
certainly be no serious difficulty in hiring criminals 
by the regiment to be good, i.e., to observe all doc- 
trinal or biblically prescribed formalities of goodness, 
so long as their employer should pay them satisfac- 
torily, especially if at the same time they were made 
to believe that so soon as they quit the good work 
they would be broiled in hell forever. But, in the 
nature of things this mode of inducing or forcing vir- 
tue would make only hypocrits. It could not in the 
least improve conscience. It would not even be likely 
to induce a particle more of skin-deep goodness than 
was thought necessary to secure the pay. And if the 
contract permitted them to put off the work until 
"they were ready to commence it without affecting 
their pay, these employés would be apt to continue 
their deviltry as long as possible, for what to them, 
from force of habit, had come to be the fun of the thing. 

But how shall we make conscientious men and 
women by any other method? What is there to 
build upon? Now, and as I think all can under- 
stand, there are some sounds and combinations of 
sounds that are agreeable to a healthy though un- 
cultivated ear, and others that are disagreeable. 
Follow the hint given by this fact, and gradually in- 

` troduce variations with prudence and judgment, and 
this ear, or those of the successors of its possessor, 
through the law of hereditary transmission, will, in 
time, as surely be brought to the highest stage of 
musical culture, along an ever-widening path of pleas- 
ure, as effect follows cause. i 

So with conscience—which is but another name 
for that faculty or quality ‘of mind which, when 
properly educated and blended with the other facul- 
ties, also healthy and harmoniously developed, and 
all up to concert-pitch and in perfect tune; points out 
the best and most pleasant way of life, not only for 
the individual performer, but the way which, if he 
follows it, will confer the greatest benefit on all his 
influence reaches. And as to the lowest savage there 
are sounds that please, and sounds that displease, 
and hence some foundation to build a perception and 
love of and skill in music upon; so there is always 
some foundation to build a perception and love of 
good, or hatred of evil, upon. At first, the savage or 
child—which is but a savage—may be able only to 
distinguish good and evil actions as they are imme- 
diately productiv of bodily pleasure or pain to him- 
self alone. ‘Then, very gradually, as the reasoning 
powers are developed, he may comprehend the fact 
that some actions which giv him immediate pleasure 


| or pain are always followed by secondary opposit 


consequences, far overbalancing the first effect; as 
in ease of his gorging on palatable but unhealthy 
food, or having a,diseased limb amputated. Here is 
a starting-point. A little farther on, if he is keptin 
the road, he will be able to look still farther and per- 
ceive that an action, or word, or law that at first and 
in itself givs only unalloyed pleasure to him, may, by 
its reflex -or remote effects through other persons, 
always cause him great pain or disadvantage, as in 
case of a priest or ruler who should attempt to take 
all that his subjects raised instead of a tithe, where- 
by, whether he starved his subjects or caused them 
to rebel and kick him out of office, he would soon 
find himself deprived of his robes and compelled to 
root or die. Still farther on—much farther—I think 
he would clearly see that anything tending in the 
slightest degree to really improve the condition. of 
the meanest and most remote individual of his race, 
would tend to increase his own and evéry one's 


safety, welfare, and happiness, and vice versa. - And, 


then, he would naturally govern his conduct accord- 
ingly. And is not-such a state of conscientious de- 


velopment attainable without fear. of hell hope of 


heaven, or love or fear of a “God of vengeance who 
will repay?” Ask “heathen” Marcus Aurelius, who 
seems not to hav been actuated by any such motivs. 
He said: * One man when he has done a service to an- 
other is ready to set it down to his account as a 
favor conferred. Another is not ready to do this, 
but still, in his own mind, he thinks of the man as 
his debtor, and he knows what he has done. A 
third, in a manner, does not know what he has done, 
but he is like a vine which has produced grapes and 
seeks for nothing more after it has once produced its 
proper fruit. As a horse when he has run, a dog 
when he has caught the game, a bee when it has 
made its honey, so a man when he has done a good 
act, does not call out for others to come and see, but 
he goes on to another good act, as a; vine goes on to 
produce again the grapes in season. 

“Must a man, then, be one of these who in a man- 
ner acts thus without observing it? Yes". And 
again he asks, * What more dost thou want when 
thou hast done a man a service? Art thou not con- 
tent that thou has done something conformable to 
thy nature, and dost thou seek to be paid for it, just 
as if the eye demanded recompense for seeing, or the 
cultivated ear for hearing sweet music?” This is afairly: 
developed blossom of a conscience reared upon its nat- 
ural mother’s milk—.e., attention to the laws of cause 
and effect. And here isa blossom of what I will call a 
conscience formed by the machine method—the 
heaven and hell forcing method, and one of the best 
thoroughbreds. It is in the language of the late 
“eminent divine,” Jonathan Hdwards—i.e., “ The 
damned shall be tormented in the presence of the 
holy angels, and in the presence of the lamb, so will 
they be tormented in the presence of the glorified 
saints. Hereby the saints will be more sensible how 
great their salvation is. Zhe view of the misery of 
the damned will double the ardor of the love and 
gratitude of the saints” [machine-made saints] i» 
heaven!” And here is this machine-made saint’s 
(Edwards’s) conception of the punishment for the 
slightest unpardoned fault of .wife, or child, or 
mother, which his ideal God, that he thought worthy 
of love and worship, will inflict, and the view of which 
punishment over the heavenly walls will, in his opin- 
ion, double the ardor of the love and gratitude of all 
machine-made saints in heaven, ĉe.: * The world will 
probably be converted into à great lake or liquid 
globe of fire, in which the wicked shall be over- 
whelmed, which shall always be in tempest, in which 
they shall be tossed to and fro, having no rest day or 


. night, vast waves or billows of fire continually rolling 


over their heads, of which they shall ever be full of a 
quiek sense within and without; their heads, their 
eyes, their tongues, their hands, their feet, their 
loins, and their vitals shall forever be full of glow- 
imelting fire, enough to melt the very rocks and 
elements. Also they shall be full of the most 
quick and lively sense to feel torments, not for 
ten millions of ages, but for ever and ever; without 
any end at alll’ Does not the contemplation of 
such a conscience as is here unavoidably implied, and 
of which there are now thousands of copies in Chris- 
tendom, constrain the most hardened to exclaim, 
“O thou comparativly kind, considerate, and merci- 
ful devil, who (according to the myth) had pity and 
compassion on our race, and put it on the way of 
knowledge when thou sawest God would keep it igno- 
rant, and who thus gave us all that is or can be worth 
having in life, death, or immortality, what do you 
think of the conscience of a God who would thus 
punish his helpless children for a sin of their first 
parents, or of that of any he might favor, who would 
hav ‘the ardor of their love and gratitude thus 
doubled?” Does any one want a conscience that 
would not scorn and even defy them both? I cer- 
tainly do not. And I am sure that any blossom less 
lovely than that suggested in the quotation from Mar- 
cus Aurelius is not a mature thoroughbred of its kind. 
I believe that any one less repulsiv and horrible than 
that suggested by the quotation from Jonathan Ed- 
wards (and which might easily be matched by quota- 


‘scientious actions. 


tions from the most popular preachers of the day) is 
immature, a hybrid, or of a different species alto- 
gether, mistaken for the genuin machine-made con- 
science, for such a conscience is the natural offspring 
of that method. i 

But, after all, genuin conscience is but con(with) 
science (with science), always with it, always a part of 
it, so that neither can exist—at least, in a high degree 
—without the othér. The eminent scientist, Profes- 
ror Riley, has lately declared that “ sciencé, no mat- 
ter in what fine-sounding names we clothe her, or 
how high above the average understanding we stilt 
her, is, after all, but common sense employed in dis- 
covering the hidden secrets of the universe and turn- 
ing them to man’s wants.” . 

Is not this an apt, common-sense definition of sci- 
ence? And is it not equally applicable to conscience? 
And does it not follow that conscience and science— 
i.e., knowledge—if different at all, are yet the same, 

as is said to be the case with the persons of the 
trinity? And is it not almost demonstrated that 
as knowledge approaches completeness, it must neces- 
sarily tend to blend, culminate, lose, and in a man- 
ner forget itself in some such conscience or 
character as was suggested by Marcus Aurelius in 
the quotation above? If so, then the chief end of 
man should be, not to glorify any God—not a per- 
fect God, for he could not need, desire, or even toler- 
ate it, as he would be rendered positivly imperfect by 
it, as a perfect house would be rendered imperfect by 
any addition, or as a perfect man would be annoyed 
by the continual fawning of a pup. And certainly 
we should not worship or glorify a cruel, whimsical, | 
capricious, jealous, exacting, incapable God, that had 
been outgeneraled and beaten all along the line every 
day since the dawn of creation (by a “poor devil”), 
for such would be only worthy of contempt or pity. 
But then man’s chief and sole end and aim should be 
to get knowledge and understanding, to the end that 
he, his neighbors, his country, his race, and all things 
and beings affected by him, here and everywhere, 
now and forever, might derive from his existence the 
most and highest happiness and benefit such exist- 
ence were capable of conferring. So long as a nation 
shall depend upon imported music-boxes, to be wound 
only when there is company for music, that nation 
will not develop musicians. No more, in my judg- 
ment, can a nation develop conscientious citizens so 
long as, and to the extent that, it depends upon an 
unnatural imported machine-method of inducing con- 
We hav long been encouraging 
the development of musical talent by natural methods, 
As one result we hav musicians who are cheap at 
thousands of dollars per night. 

We hav long been discouraging the development of— 
conscience, by the only methods capable of develop- 
ing it, and as one result, a man of more than fifty per 
cent of Marcus Aurelius’s ideal would starve or be in 
the poor-house in any average community in less than. 
a month in Christendom, and a character like Christ's 
would, in less than twenty-four hours, be " knocked 
out,” left naked in the street, put in jail, or crucified, 
according as it were his day for turning his other 
cheek, giving his cloak also, raiding the stock ex- 
change, reproving the scribes and Pharisees, or get- 
ting up a corner on mess-pork by bedeviling the 
farmers’ hogs with devils, which, it would seem, 
might better hav been utilized in killing wolves, bears, 
and snakes. But Jonathan Edwards—what of him? 
I believe he would still draw as well as ever; or, at 
least, in the full proportion that machine-made con- 
science has not been hybridized by the pollen of 
common sense—or, I should say, as yet un-common 
sense. Sam Jones draws, also Spurgeon, Moody, et al, 
who giv the Jonathan Edwards style of hell straight 
and from the word Go. 

Then let the light be turned on, for it is not only 
the panacea for dwarfed and perverted conscience, but 
‘it is the universal and only panacea for all the ills the 
children of men and women are heirs to—nof the 
dim, one-sided light from the dark lanterns of any 
creeds or ologies, which seek to, and can only, per- 
petuate their existence by illuminating their own nar- 
row points while keeping all else in outer darkness— 
but the broad, unobstructed light of nature. Assuch 
light prevails, all narrow creeds and ologies, all 
superstitions, will die or hunt their holes as do the 
owls and bats, that thrive only in the darkness, when 
the morning dawns. Then peace, good will, and uni- 
versal welfare will take their place and prevail. “Get 
wisdom and get understanding."* 


Pitt, O. Cyrus SEARS. 


. . 

*I do not know, nor do I care, what idea Solomon wished 
to convey by the use of these words. But the idea I wish to 
convey is that wisdom may be regarded as the tools of the 
mind, and understanding as the ability to use these tools to 
best advantage. For, as one may hav the finest set of me- 
chanical tools without the ability to make a decent bootjack 
with all of them, so he may hav vast stores of wisdom, ?. ¢., 
know a multitude of facts, fancies, mathematics, philoso- 
phies, languages, etc., etc., without the ability to do himself 
or anyone a bootjack’s worth of good with all of them, and 
be likely to cut his own fingers, or split some friend’s head, 
whenever he tries to use them; while some ‘‘ uneducated boor 
who never went to school" is actually revolutionizing things 
with a few rusty tools or ideas he has picked up by the way- 
side, but which he has lcarned how, and when, and where 
use to best advantage. ` ' 


' demand at a time? 
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Liberal Leaves. 


Will a few suggestions on the best way to spread 
our Freethought principles be in order? 


The Situation. 


Taking a general view of the influences at work 
directing and molding the opinions of men, and which 


at are we doing to reach the young? Hav we|are to result in benefit or. damage to humanit 
: : l y, we 
done our whole duty toward the children, and the sfind that of priestcraft. When they do not dictate 


young men and young women ? r 


Since I hav been in the lecture-field I hav seen å 
generation file past me. When I began “ preaching 


the gospel" of Liberalism men and women who are 


twenty-five years old now were babes then, and I am 
not as old as Methuselah was. Where are those 
babes to-day? With the exception of death’s share, 
the bulk of them bow the knee at superstition’s shrine 
—the cross of Christ. A few hundred thousand hav 
dropped out of the procession of millions who carry 
on their shoulders the Christian church. Are there 
one willion activ Antichristians in America? I do 
not know. If there are even one hundred thousand 
men and women who do not fear the church’s epithet, 
* Infidel,” but rather proudly wear it, what are they 
doing to make their work effectiv? How meager 
our effort to savé the children from Christian super- 
stition! We lecture to full-grown men and women, 
whose plaudits over our radical utterances “ make the 
welkin ring,” while the wise-as-serpent, crafty Chris- 
tians empty the cradle to fill the church. We talk 
about our “ Radicalism.” We are not Radical enough 
yet, if Radicalism: means going to the “root of 
things,” and it does. We need to reach out for the 
children. Let us take the children for Freethought 
and we will take the world. How shall it be done? 

For nearly ten years we hav had a national organ- 
ization. Through it we hav “demanded” that there 
should be no religious exercises in the public schools. 
We may hav accomplished something in this direction 
—a little, a very little. The pious teacher still shuts 
the belated children out in the cold while he “ ad- 
dresses the throne.” Here and there is an “ungodly” 
but moral neighborhood where Liberals hav been 
numerous and aggressiv enough to make their de- 
mand for secular teaching felt. 

Had we not better concentrate our forces upon one 
Is this not as urgent as any of 
the Nine? Let us secularize the common school. 
Our lecturers cannot do this work. They can help. 
The Liberal people must do it without depending 
upon any class or organization. It is no small job 
that is before us. To abolish religious exercises from 
the common schools is a herculean task. We should 
get an adequate conception of the work which is 
before us, and then labor for its accomplishment. 
This will be.a good test of our real strength. 

Now we came to the nub of my story—the “ ways 
and: means.” 

Liberal lecturers are abundantly able to hew out 
their own: pathway through any orthodox wilderness, 
without taking one dollar from the National Secular 
Union. Instead of receiving pay from the Secular 
Union, every lecturer, I believe, will take genuin 
pleasure in soliciting funds for its treasury as soon as 
I state my proposition, which is this: 

Let the funds belonging to the American Secular 
Union be devoted entirely to the printing and cir- 
culation of Liberal leaves. Let them be strewn like 
leaves of the forest, all over the country. Let the 
lecturers co-operate in this work by distributing 
“leaves” at all their public meetings; this labor on 
their part to be free. . 

: Let us spread them so fast and so continuously 
that the “tracts” of the American Tract Society will 
be covered out of sight. ; 

My suggestion is that leaves should not exceed 
eight small pages—from two pages to eight. Avoid 
prolixity, aim at brevity. Doubtless this matter will 
be in the hands of a publication committee. 

It seems to me that the first work to be done 
should be for the children—free the free schools 
from Bible reading and other religious exercises. 
Let this be effected by the free circulation of Liberal 
leaves among the children themselvs, as well as their 
parents. The leaves should be matter-of-fact, sensi- 
ble appeals to the reason of child and adult. 

The committee of publication should call to their 
aid, as writers, the best among scientists and Free- 
thinkers generally. Our Freethought women are fit- 
ted by nature and education to assume the initiativ 
in this practical work—Susan H. Wixon, Elmina D. 
Slenker, Dr. J. H. Severance, Helen H. Gardener, and 
others. - 

The cream of our Liberal literature can be culled 
from the pages of Tur Trora Szexer, Boston Jnves- 
tigator, Banner of Light, and other Antichristian 
publications. 

Let our purpose be openly avowed. Hav the 
children and all mankind understand our object from 
the start, which is to purge the common schools from 
religious exercises, and the school books from theo- 
logical clauses. Then, when Secular schools will be 
an accomplished fact, the church will not say of the 
reform, “See what the church has done!” 

I am “on the wing” in the lecture work, but shall 
be pleased to hear from Liberals. I may be ad- 
dressed at Lake City, Minn., from which point my 
mail is forwarded to me. “Let us reason together.” 

W. F. Jamtzson. 


personally, they manage to make agents of govern- 
ment officials, hence we hav in this country the presi- 
dent issuing under the seal of the government a proc- 
lamation pertaining to religious rites and ceremonies, 
thereby not only misrepresenting republican princi- 
ples, but contemning that unbiased suffrage power 
which elevated him to the highest office within its 
gift. Taking the key from the president, state and 
municipal officers are in turn found playing into the 
hands of priestcraft with the implicit understanding 
that a good word will flow out from the pulpit, and, 
through a miseducated class, redound to the benefit 
of the politician. While this ball of self-aggrandize- 
ment is being tossed back and forth high above the 
people, they are admonished to view the exhibition 
with uncovered heads, in humility and admiration. 
The human race, if they would know it, hav no in- 
terest in common with the office of priesteraft. When 
a beast of burden carries a man there is compensation, 
for the man feeds, shelters, and cares for the comfort 
of the beast, but in the former case man clothes, feeds, 
shelters, and reverences the priest, and receives prac- 
tically nothing in return. . . 

The governments of both England and Italy are 
acting agents of priesteraft, and hav agreed, says the 
North German Gazette, upon joint action to reconquer 
the Soudan. If this attempted subjugation of the 
Soudan is not practically in the interest of Christian 
priesteraft, why do the minions of Catholic Rome 
join the hosts of Protestant England? Joint action 
in this particular case is considered advisable as a 
matter of policy. Christian priests’ jealousy of mo- 
hammedan priests’ success has reached a point where 
it can bury the hatchet of sectarian war long enough 
to jointly wreak vengeance upon so powerful a relig- 
ious rival There must hav been a tacit understanding 
with the French government that Catholic and Prot- 
estant priestcraft was to extend its influence by the 
subjugation of Anam, for we heard no protest against 
the inhuman butchery of the Chinese on their own 
soil from either church. But when it became appar- 
ent that the barbarous and inexcusable invasion of a 
neighboring country was having a contrary effect, we 
get the following from official sources at Rome: “Up 
to November Ist, in the vicarate of Cochin, since 
France commenced war, nine missionaries, seven na- 
tiv priests, sixty catechists, two hundred and seventy 
members of religious orders, and twenty-four thou- 
sand Christians hav been massacred; two hundred 
parishes, eleven orphan asylums, and ten convents 
destroyed, and two hundred and twenty-five churches 
burnt.” From the above we conclude that God's 
patent cultivator, the Christian religion, has struck a 
snag both in China and Egypt. W. W. Jupsox. 

Kansas City, Mo. 
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What is Money? 


The advocates of unlimited silver money, like the 
paper inflationists, think.that by adding to the 
amount of the currency you increase the wealth of 
the country. They cannot see that the currency of a 
country is merely the representativ of its wealth. If 
you double the amount of currency, either with paper 
or cheap silver or any other metal, you merely double 
the amount necessary to represent a certain amount 
of real wealth. Your currency only represents half 
as much; the real wealth—the product of the soil and 
necessities of life—is not changed in value. It is the 
representativ that is changed, and it takes two dollars 
instead of one to buy the same article. 

And if you inflate the currency with silver and leg- 
islate to make it of equal value with gold, you giv the 
foreign merchant the chance of selling his goods at 
the inflated price and taking his pay in gold or its 
equivalent, thus practically reducing the tariff on his 
goods to the amount of the difference in the price of 
silver and gold in his country. We put on a tariff 
that shuts ourselvs out of foreign markets and then 
use a cheap currency that admits foreign goods prac- 
tically with but little duty, and this we call states- 
manship. 

Some argue that we always hav had a silver cur- 
rency, and why not hav it now, when silver is plenty 
and cheap? Do they know how small an amount of 
silver dollars were made since the government was 
founded, until the last few years? We always had a 
silver currency for small change, and it is a necessity, 
but even it was usually Mexican picayunes, bits, and 
quarters, and they were not legal tender for anything 
over five dollars, I believe. Some men talk about 
raising silver to par with gold and keeping it there. 
They might as well try to stop the Mississippi river, 
with the mines continually increasing the amount, as 
they are sure to do, and while it is used as money 
standard it wil inevitably drive the gold out of the 
country and leave us nothing but a continually ex: 
panding currency for ourselvs, which in any dealings 
with other countries where they hav a staple cur- 
rency would not be worth fifty cents on the dollar. 

` J. D. 


Mental and Moral Attitude. 

I am sometimes at a loss to. understand why pro- 
fessed Liberals exhibit such petulance of spirit be- 
cause others wili persist in believing certain things 
that they deem dangerous and superstitious. 

Iam led to these remarks through reading “ Let- 
ters from Friends,” and observing how much of this 
petulance is manifested against Spiritualism, which one 
writer recently affirms is “the greatest humbug of 
the age," and which, Materialists will continue to de- 
clare, unfits its believers in a great measure for attend- 
ing to the more important duties of the hour. 

As an outspoken Spiritualist on all occasions that 
are necessary, I wish first to thank all honest Materi- 
ahsts heartily for the good service they hav rendered 
us in compelling us, in a certain sense, to sift the 
chaff from the wheat. Having done this, and having 
sought at all times to be just to every honest phase 
of thought, as wellas to intelligently inform myself 
regarding the mental positions of the different Lib- 
eral schools, my main purpose is always to accept the 
truth, as I understand it, and to defend it according 
to the measure of my abilities. . 

While others, honestly, without doubt, come to a 
different conclusion, after an experience of over thirty 
years in the study, examination, and observation of the 
labors of Spiritualists and Spiritualism, and after 
reading extensivly the writings and objections of its 
opposers, my convictions are unchanged that it has 
been the grandest liberator of the century; that it 
has done more than any other reform to cripple or- 
thodoxy, liberate woman, and make respectable the 
teachings of an Ingersoll, in less than half a century ; 
more than Materialism, and science, and the more Lib- 
eral forms of Christianity did in two hundred years. 
Even now, it is this school in the main, or those who 
believe in more than “ one world at a time,” that has 
the courage to face the question of physiological re- 
form, and who dare to hunt down the sham practices 
and pleas of popular purity, which, in the name of 
law, makės the present marriage system a means of 
enslaving woman and ministering to the baser in- 
stincts of man. 

“ By their fruits ye shall know them.” Tested by 
this rule, none are- superior to the Spiritualists, and ~ 
as a class, I think none equal in attending to the 
duties of the hour. Such is my experience with 
Spiritualistie families; and why not? They realize 
that we are as much spirits now as ever; that heaven 
is a-condition, not a locality; that we are surrounded 
with angels in and out of the form, and that the great 
object of existence is the growth and grandeur of 
each individual soul into a noble, generous, and just 
individuality. i 

While I know that there is a large host of noble 
workers who esteem all such opinions weak and use- 
less, I also know that vastly the larger per cent of 
the world’s great reformers hay been persons of kin- 
dred spiritual sympathies and tendencies. 

As I look over my list of personal friends and 
acquaintances, with whom I hav mingled and labored 
for forty-five years, there is this consciousness, that 
the Quakers or Friends, including the Shakers and 
the Spiritualists, hav been the most thorough workers 
for human deliverance. 

Among the names I most delight to honor are 
Lucretia Mott, Amy Post, Mrs. Severance, L. Maria 
Child; Susan B. Anthony, Wm. Lloyd Garrison, 
Phillips, Parker, Pillsbury, Bennett, and a great host - 
of others, not forgetting the beloved Whittier—all 
never-tiring toilers for human redemption, and all 
having at least, or more than, a conviction that con- 
tinued life and usefulness, after we hav cast off the 
earthly tabernacle, is one of the conditions of nature. 

If asked for my reasons for thus believing, my re- 
ply is this, that what we hav observed and witnessed 
of the phenomena at our home and at other places, 
as well as what we hav gathered from reading and 
social intercourse, has been of that nature that Trues- 
dell’s “Bottom Facts,” and the asseverations of Mate- 
rialism do not affect. Evidence that came through the 
mediumship of wife and myself, where trickery and 
deceit were out of the question, preveuts us from 
doubting continued progressiv life when we pass the. 
bound of our earthly careers. < 

A mere statement of any particular class or phase 


| of the phenomena would serve no good purpose as a 


means of convincing those who oppose us; for itis 
so easy, like Thomas Winter, to call it all bosh, all 
ghostly nonsense, or, like the charitable Liberal who 
of late says it is the “greatest humbug of the age.” 
Suffice it to say, it is true to us, and a source of con- 
tinued joy and peace. The dear mother who left the 
farm in 1846 does not seem afar off; she seems ever 
near, and under the inspiring influence of her death- 
less affection I meet, the more hopefully, whatever 
the present hath in store, or calleth upon me to per- 
form. My highest ambition is to see the reign of 
justice triumphant, where men will no longer, ani- 
mated by their littleness, deny to woman all they 
claim for themselvs, and where reformers will not, 
through moral cowardice, and in. obedience to the 
dictum of Mrs. Grundy, put off any longer the dis- 
cussion and agitation of any and every question that 
has for its object the well-being of our race. 
Lockport, Li. Gxonez Lynn. 
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Mr. Jesup and the Museums. 

The pressure upon. the directors of the two 
museums in Central Park to open their doors upon 
Sundays has induced Mr. Morris K. Jesup, presi- 
dent of the American Museum of National History, to 
publish a pamphlet upon * The Museums in the 
Park. Should They Be Opened on Sunday?" Mr. 
Jesup's argument is also adopted by the managers of 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art, so that the publie 
now has before it all that the managers of both 
museums can say against Sunday opening. 

The arguments of Mr. Jesup are very weak, and he 
could hav saved himself much trouble by giving the 
real reason why he and his colleagues object to Sun- 
day opening by simply writing, “ We do not want to 
open the museums." That would cover all the 
ground. However, since be has not been honest 
enough to do this, we will note the main points of 
his ostensible reasons. The first is: 


* 1. Good faith in carrying out the contract between the 
city and the museums, under which the museums are con- 
ducted, seems to forbid their being opened on Sunday." 

To sustain this he quotes from the contract with 
the city the article governing the opening of the mu- 
seums: i ‘ 

“That the exhibition halls of said building shall, on 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday of each week, 
and on all legal and public holidays, except Sundays, be kept 
open and accessible to the public, free of charge, from nine 
o'clock a.m. until half an hour before sunset, under such 
rules and regulations as the party of the second part shall, 
from time to time, prescribe; but on the remaining days of 
the week the same shall be open only for exhibition to such 
persons, upon such terms as the said party of the second part 
shall from time to time direct. But all the professors and 
teachers of public schools of the city of New York, or other 
institutions of learning in said city, in which instruction is 


‘given free of charge, shall be admitted to all advantages 


afforded by said party of the second part, through its mu- 
seum, library, apparatus, and collections, or otherwise, for 
study, research, and investigation, free of any charge there- 
for, and to the same extent and on the same terms and con- 
ditions as any other persons are admitted to such advan- 
tages aforesaid." t 

Mr. Jesup construes this to mean that the museums 


shall not be opened on Sunday. Any unprejudiced 


person, however, can see that the city only says to 
the managers: “You shall keep them open on 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, and 
public holidays, but you need not on Sundays.” 
Evidently the drawers of the contract regarded Sun- 
day as a public holiday, and on account of its fre- 
quency absolved the managers from keeping open the 
museums on that day.. The exception cannot be 
tortured into a prohibition. But if it could, it is 
very easy to amend the contract. 

The next argument of Mr. Jesup is the expense. 
He claims that the museums are mainly supported by 
private subscriptions, and the subscribers will not 
contribute if the buildings are opened Sundays. 

This expense account seems slightly mixed. Time 
and again the directors hav said that the city contrib- 
utes about $12,000 annually to each of the museums. 
Inasmuch as the annual appropriation is $15,000 for 
each museum, we do not see any sufficient reason for 
stating the amount at $12,000. Again, turning to 
the City Record, the official journal of the munici- 
pality, we find that the employees of the museum are 
on the city pay-roll On page 7 of the supplement to 
the Record of December 29, 1885, the comptroller 
reports that, under the New York city consolidation 
act of 1882, he has paid as follows : 


July 3 Pay-roll Laborers, etc., for two weeks, 
ending June 27, 1888. iud. a $8.95 

97 |Pay-roll, Employees, Metropolitan Mu-i 
seum of Art, June, 1885............... 1,711.74 

Aug. 5 Pay-roll Employees, American Museum 
of Natural History, June, 1885...... 1,613.30 

14 |Pay-roll, Laborers, etc., for two weeks 
ending August 8, 1885 ................ .78 

15 |Pay-roll, Employees, Metropolitan Mu- 
seum of Art, July, 1885............... i 1,691.74 

19 |Pay-roll, Employees, American Muse-| 
um of Natural History, July, 1885.| 1,821.60 

Sept. 14 |Pay-roll, Employees, Metropolitan Mu-i 
seum of Art; August, 1885.......... 1,641.74 

22 |Pay-roll, Laborers, ete., for two weeks 
ending September “1, 1885..7...... 29.59 

26 |Pay-roll, Employees, American Muse- . 

um of Natural History, Aug., 1885. 1,821.60 
Total.::. roo etie i toten ~ $10,841.04 


Here is over ten thousand dollars paid within 
three months by the city. At the same rate the city 
would pay over forty thousand per year to the sup- 
port of these institutions. We must confess that we 
do not understand the fiscal relations of these mu- 
seums and the city. 

-Mr. Jesup’s third argument is that “it is not for 
the interest of the people, especially of the working- 
men, to open the museums on Sunday.” 

Of course Mr. Jesup knows ‘better than the work- 
ingmen themselvs what is good for them, but we 
really wish he would let them speak for themselvs. 
The Central Labor Union of this city, which repre- 
sents over 25,000 workingmen, hav passed a resolu- 
tion asking for the opening, and several smaller unions 
hav followed suit. One of the many petitions which 
will be presented to Mr. Jesup and his fellow-direct- 
ors, if he will allow the opportunity; is signed by one 
thousand workmen in the piano trade alone. Either 
these thousands of laborers err, or Mr. Jesup is mis- 
taken about what is good for workingmen. 

For his fourth argument, Mr. Jesup says the Eng- 
lise people do not open their museums on Sunday. 
To strengthen whatever argument there may be in 
this he cites several pages of English opinions as to 
the beneficent influence of the “ divine" Lord's day. 
This is bosh. Whether the working people of Eng- 
land wish their museums opened or not on Sundays 
is no concern of Americans. American working peo- 
ple do wish their museüms opened, and it is their 
right to hav them opened. If a closed English mu- 


'seum is an argument against opening ours, then an 


open museum in Boston is an argument for opening. 
But what do we care what the English clergy think ? 

One reason heretofore given by Mr. Jesup we do 
not find in this pamphlet. It is that donations hav 
been made to the museums with the stipulation that 
the museums should not be opened on Sunday. On 
this point he contents himself with saying: 

“I hav been looking over the names of those who hav 
given [to the musenms] this large sum of money, exclusiv of 
the city. I hav no right to speak of them, or of their relig- 
ious belief, but from what I know of their views, I am per 
suaded that the very large majority of these subscriptions 
hav come from those who desire to see the Lord's day ob- 
served and protected." 

From this we are led to believe that Mr. Jesup’s 
previous statements were in the nature of general ob- 
servations and not exact facts. And from his pam- 
phlet the general reader will certainly conclude, with 


us, that the only obstacle to opening the museums on 


Sundays is the lack of inclination on the part of Mr. 
Jesup and his fellow-directors. 
—— ———— A O ——— 
Generous New York ! 

The comptroller's report of the money spent in the 
city of New York for the quarter ending September 
30, 1885, makes a huge paper of sixty-six finely 
printed pages. It is interesting reading for tax pay- 
ers, and not the least interesting portion is that re- 
lating to the support of asylums, reformatories, and 
charitable institutions. We condense: 


Children’s Fold. 
For maintenance of children during quarter end- 


ing June, 80, 1885... — $9,997.48 
Foundling Asylum of the Sisters of Charity. 
For maintenance of children during June and -> 
July;-1889.. eese retro eet Ra gerne en ee ano iS 41,159.14 
Hebrew Benevolent Sootety. 
For care of children for quarter. ending June, 
1885, and amount omitted by mistake during : 
the year 1884.............. sene . 11,624.44 
Deaf Mute Institution. 
For support of pupils for quarter ending June  ' 
SEL. pe CREE 8,110.42 
Institution for the Blind. 
For suppor of pupils for quarter ending June 
MIO 1,800.00 
Institution for Deaf and Dumb, 
For support of pupils from April 1 to July 1, 1885 8,188.28 
New York Juvenile Asylum. : 
For — of children for May, June, July, and 
; Durus pM 88,979.80 
New York Infant Asylum. 
For ‘maintenance of inmates for June, July, and 
AMI GUS baccesdieskeececsscorsetecdeveccveesscteredecstaves, 19,9 1.19 
New York Catholic Protectory. 
For maintenance of children June, and July, 1885 87,542.58 
Nursery and Childs Hospital. 
For support of inmates during May, June, and 
July; 1885. eosin reves etras oye Fita nouos 25,562.89 
Protestant Episcopal House of Mercy. 
For support of inmates........... eere 244.41 


Roman Catholic House of the Good Shepherd. 
For support of inmates for quarter ending June 
80, 1885 
Shepherd's {ola (Protestant Episcopal). 
On account of appropriation for the year............ 1,250.00 
St. Joseph's Institution. 


For 30. 1655 of inmates for quarter ending June 


8,970.85 


Five Points House of Industry (Protestant). 


For Ried of inmates for quarter ending June 


30, 2,592.88 


PE Jor Befriending Children and Girls. 
For the four months ending August 81, 1885....... 8,861.01 


$198, 001.93 


This total is a very respectable sum to be given 
private religions institutions for the support of in- 
mates who could be cared for much cheaper, if not 
better, in places provided by the state. But so long 
as there are votes to be had by appropriating the 
city’s money to “charitable ” institutions we suppose 
the practice will be continued. ^ 

The only way to reform it is to change the laws of 
the state. 


e e 


Happy. 


Our esteemed contemporary, the Jndependent, has 


hit upon an easy plan for preparing editorial New 
Year greetings. On the first day of January, as ev- 
eryone knows, the correct thing to say upon meeting 
a friend is, “Happy New Year!” “It is right and 
manly,” concedes our religious contemporary, “ to 
desire happiness.” But if the world is to be truly 
good and happy, the heavenly father must be con- 
sulted. Having got thus far on his manuscript, the 
editor opens the Concordance at his elbow, turns the 
pages by Hab, Ham, etc., until he reaches Happy. 
Then his real labor begins, and he gets the Bible and 
copies: 

‘« Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, 
whose hope is in the Lord his God. 

“ Happy is the man that findeth wisdom and the man that 
getteth understanding. 

** He that hath mercy on the poor, Aappy is he. 

“Behold, appy is the man whom God correcteth: there- 
fore despise thou not the chastening of the almighty. 

‘But, and if ye suffer for righteousness’s sake, happy are 
ye; and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled. 

'* Tf ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye: 
for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you. 

** Happy is he that condemneth not himself in that thing 
which he alloweth. 

** Whoso trusteth in the Lord, Aappy is he. 

** Happy is the man that feareth always. 

‘Behold, we count them happy which cndure. 

** He that keepeth the law, happy is he. 

** If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them, 

** Happy is that people whose God is the Lord.” 


The labor of underscoring all this, that the compos- 
itor may put it in italics, exhausts the editor, and he 
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closes his leader, thereby shortening it to the com- 
prehension, and no doubt to the happiness, of the 
reader, who can spend the remainder of the day in 
reading a poem, specially cabled to the Independent, 
which appeared two years ago in the Youth's Com- 


panion, published in Boston, Mass., U. S. A. 
3 —— — — — 


A New Cure for Hydrophobia. 

A clerical correspondent has sent to the Freemans 
Journal (what a name for a Catholic. paper !) what 
that paper calls a “ valuable suggestion” concerning 
hydrophobia: Whether there be a natural remedy or 
not, he says, there isa supernatural remedy, well known 
in Holland and Belgium. “It is the intercession of 
St. Hubert !” 

Saint Hubert, the correspondent explains, was 
bishop of Maestricht in the eighth century, and the 
faithful of Belgium and Holland possess unwavering 
faith in his intercession. In the Ardennes, he says, 
there is a place of pilgrimage dedicated to Mr. 
Hubert, called * Lille St. Hubert." A stole of the 


. saint is kept here, “ out of which threads are contin- 


ually drawn, but which, it is said, never grows less in 
size.” Certain obligations are imposed on the pil- 
grims, the fulfilment of which guards them against 
the danger of hydrophobia. It is well, the editor of 
the Freemans Journal quotes commendingly from 
his correspondent, that this special devotion to St. 
Hubert should be made known. “St. Hubert is a 
much more real person than M. Pasteur. But to 
many M. Pasteur, of whom we now hear so much, 
is very real, while St. Hubert is vague. We hav a 
thousand times more faith in St. Hubert's interces- 
sion than in M. Pasteur’s inoculation, unphilosoph- 
ical as this assertion may seem to those scientists who, 
blind themselvs, are wholly led by half-blind senses." 

'These words bav the real oid genuin Roman Cath- 
olic ring. The papists hav a cast-iron creed, a part 
of which is the belief in saints and the efficacy of 
their. intercession with Mary, who influences her son, 
who in turn prevails with his supposed father. They 
are faithful to their creed in all its subtleties, dog- 
mas, and absurdities. Though we may reasonably 
doubt whether the educated editor of the Freemans 
Journal believes in the nonsense of his .correspond- 
ent, we may be positivly certain that the majority of 
his readers do. And we may be just as sure that 
the editor and his priestly. colleagues will use the 
superstitious faith of the Catholic populace to fur- 
ther the purposes of Rome as we are that St. 
Hubert’s stole cannot hav thousands of unreplaced 
threads drawn from it without diminishing the orig- 
inal size of the stole. 

If this tale came from the South of France, where 
the wooden-shod and leather-headed peasantry be- 
lieve all the tales of apparitions of the Virgin and 
holy water cures the priests choose to tell them, it 
would be hardly worthy of notice. But it does not. 
It is told by an American priest to the American 
editor of a paper published in America for American 
readers. It is true the claims of these people to be 
Americans may rest on naturalization papers, but all 
the same they are here to stay, and they hav a vast 
influence in American affairs. To what depths of 
superstition they are sunk, then, cannot be a matter 
of no consequence to patriotic people. It is a matter 
of immense consequence. 

When the archbishop of Montreal told his followers 
that the small-pox epidemic was a curse sent by God 
to punish them for holding an ice-carnival, and gave 
as the remedy more frequent and fervent prayers to 
the saints, it was thought that * his grace’s” asininity 
could wt be paralleled. But it has been; and the 
archbishop of Montreal and the editor of the Free- 
man's Journal (which, by the way, is one of the 
foremost Catholic papers of the country) must be 
harnessed together. And if the teachers hav such 
long ears, to what length must not the auricular ap- 


pendages of the scholars reach ! 
to 
Editorial Notes. 

Irnaoa, N. Y., has about 10,000 inhabitants, and a very 
liberal estimate finds only half of them at church on Sundays. 
The Rev. J. F. Clymer, Mcthodist, of the place, says there 
are five reasons why this is so: 1. Poverty; 2. Pride; 3. Ab- 
sorption in business; 4. A spirit of retaliation; 5. Infidelity. 
Regarding this last Mr. Clymer said: ‘‘ Human learning is 
thrusting the dagger of skepticism into the heart of the min- 
isters. Many of the educated classes are casting the shadow 
of doubt on the divine origin of Christianity. Their influence 
is felt through the press, the popular lecture, our schools, 
colleges, and in the higher forms of social life." To clinch 
his argument on this point4Mr. Clymer told the following 
story: “A lad of fourteen years, when questioned by a min- 


there is a chapel dedicated to the Prophet Elias. 


ister as to his faith in the Bible and in God, very haughtily 
replied: ‘The scientific difficulties in the book of Genesis 
make it impossible to believe that the Bible was true." 
While we may sympathize with the minister, who knows less 
than a fourteen-year-old school-boy, we really cannot blame 
the people of Ithaca for remaining away from religious ser- 
vices presided over by dunces. 


Tue Rev. Kristofer Janson, who distinguished himself by 
preaching the first gentlemanly sermon about Colonel Ingersoll 
that ever was delivered in a pulpit, sends to the Old Curiosity 
Shop the following stories: ** A farmer down in Iowa writes 
to me: * The minister of the Norwegian Lutheran Synod tried 
recently to impress upon me that a man could very well be a 
Christian if he drank himself drunk sometimes. That the 
farmers here practice this, his good counsel, you may see 
from what one of them said when I spoke of calling you down 
for a lecture: ‘‘ No, I prefer to go to a saloon and drink up 
those cents rather than to throw them off to this Kristofer 
Janson."' Another acquaintance of mine told me that he 
knew a farmer who wanted to be considered very religious, 
and who condemned all music as a sin. This farmer went to 
town and visited all the saloons, so that his comrade scarcely 
could get him home to the hotel. Coming there, he escaped 
without his boots, mingled in a quarrel, and was brought 
once more to the hotel after having obtained a sound thrash- 
ing. When his comrade the day after upbraided him for his 
behavior, he only answered, ‘ Yes, all of us sin, but it is still 
a comfort that we hav our faith left A lady of Minneapolis 
has told me that every time she engages servant girls she 
asks them if they belong to any orthodox society, and if they 
answer in the affirmativ she dismisses them at once, because 
she has had very sad experiences. A servant girl had stolen 
from her, and when she said to her that such an act was not 
in accordance with her Christian confession, the servant girl 
answered: ‘If we never should sin, of what use then was Je- 
sus Christ tous? He has atoned for all our sins.’ This old 
faith must be very commodious.” 


Tue American miners, writes Frank Wilkeson, are a bold, 
honest, hospitable race. They despise all sorts of meanness. 
They regard cowardice as a sin, and their saying, that the 
Lord hates a coward, is. their faith. The larger portion of 
these men do not believe ina hereafter. They believe that 
men should not shirk danger; that they should not lie or 
steal; and that comrades should stand by one another to the 
death, and that the weak should not be oppressed. They also 
believe that American miners, well armed and decently 
mounted, can go anywhere and accomplish anything. Lands 
inhabited by hostil Indians are not sacred to these men. If 
they hav reason to believe that mineral lies in territory 
claimed by the Sioux, or Crows, or Apaches, they go there to 
see if the report is true. No danger deters them. No prob- 
ability of death causes them to hesitate. They instantly de- 
cide that the possible reward they may secure is worth risk- 
ing their lives for. These are the men who hav discovered 
the mineral wealth of the West. These are the men who hav 
explored the rolling, storm-tossed sea of wooded hills that 
extended from the northern Rocky Mountains to the Pacific 
coast. They hav found whatever is of value in the far West. 
Their ranks are constantly recruited by additions from West- 
ern agriculturists. The ranks of the hunters of timid, inof- 
fensiv Chinese are not recruited from the American miners. 
There was not an American-born miner in the cowardly mob 
that attacked aud murdered the Chinese miners in Wyoming. 
J hav been informed, on good authority, that there was not 
an American miner in any of the mobs that attacked the Chi- 
nese miners in Washington territory. 


THE publication day of the Labor Union, Grand Rapids, 
Mich., this year fell on Christmas day, and the editor wrote 
a little sermon: ‘‘ All the world over to-day, wherever Chris- 
tians are found, on land and sea, among rich and poor, this 
festival is welcomed and enjoyed as is no other in the whole 
year. And yet, viewed from a purely human standpoint, no 
other single event in the world’s history has been the precur- 
sor of so much misery to mankind as the birth of that little 
child in the obscure village of Bethlehem. Announced ages 
before as the coming restorer of freedom and . prosperity to 
his people, heralded as bringing to mankind peace and good 
will—the result was a flat and fearful failure. His own peo- 
ple, unable to understand him, refused to believe in him and 
at last judicially murdered him. The church subsequently 
founded in his name and" professing to practice and inculcate 
his doctrins hastened to ally itself with the then greatest 
tyrant and meanest murderer in all the world, the Emperor 
Constantine; and as they had’ been persecuted and oppressed, 
the Christians became in turn persecutors and oppressors. 
And it seemed that almost simultaneously with the advent of 
the new religion what civilization and ‘ good will’ there was 
on earth took fright and fled away, and left that long night- 
mare of centuries known in books as the Dark Ages. As 
that era of gloom and despair slowly passed away, a feverish 
activity took its place, and the church of Christ directed that 
activity into those gigantic forays of slaughter and pillage 
called the Crusades.” 


Ir appears, says the Pali Mall Gazette, that there are still 
some Christians in the Russian empire who retain one char- 
acteristically pagan custom of their forefathers—the sacrifice 
of beasts as a part of public worship. 
Petersburg Zeitung stated that this practice was in use on 
certain occasions at Wyborg, in Northern Finland, among 
the Karates, who are devoted adherents to the orthodox 
church. The Sviet now states that the same ritual survives 
among the orthodox islanders of Mantschinschart, about 
twenty-five versts from the Monastery of Walaam, where 
Several 
times every year three oxen, and sometimes more, are brought 


by Christian pilgrims to the chapel, in the front of which | 


Not long ago the Sz. - 


they are solemnly slaughtered amid the ringing of bells. 
The dead beasts, however, are not now burnt, as they 
formerly were, but are boiled, and the pilgrims, together 
with the villagers, make a hearty dinner out of the sacred 
flesh. 


A Russian artist, M. Vereschagens, has painted, and ex- 
hibited by means of photographic copics all through Austria 
and Hungary, two pictures, entitled respectivly ‘‘The Resur- 
rection” and “The Holy Family." In these compositions . ` 
Christ is depicted as a merely human and historical person. 
They are very realistic, and their intent is to show that Christ 
accomplished his miracles by trickery and without superhu- 
man power. The pictures hav terrribly shocked the church 
dignitaries, and an expiatory mass has been celebrated in the 
Stephankirche in Vienna to ward off the evils that the exhi- 
bition of these pictures would otherwise bring. In Hungary 
Cardinal Haynald, archbishop of Calocza and Bacs, and the 
leading members of the Magyar nobility hav given notice that 
they will withdraw their patronage from any institution in 
Buda Pesth which exhibits Vereschagens’s pictures. The 
imperial government at Vienna has taken up the question, 
and, as a test case, has ordered the prosecution of the Rus- 
sian artist’s Vienna agent for selling photographic copies of 
the objectionable pictures. If we can obtain a copy of these 
pictures, our readers shall hav an opportunity of seeing what 
shocks the good Christians of Europe. We fancy they can 
bear the sight without fainting. 1 


A vERY good illustration of the injustice of exempting 
churches from taxation is the riots that hav been intermit- 
tently going on for some weeks in the Polish congregation at 
Detroit, Mich. The bishop dismissed the pastor for immor- 
ality and financial dishonesty, but the pastor would not be 
dismissed, and instigated his parishioners to violently oppose 
any change. Scores of people hav been severely wounded in 
the riots, and one man was shot dead. It has been necessary 
to station some scores of policemen around the church and 
the bishop's residence. The church’s property is protected at 
an expense to the city of several thousands of dollars, but 
not one cent of public revenue is ever derived from the 
church. We fail to see how pecuniary injustice can extend 
much further than this. 


Lawyer Epwarp W. CHAMBERLAIN reports that Mr. Burn 
ham Wardwell is at the Putnam House, Fourth avenue, be- 
tween Twenty-sixth and Twenty-seventh streets. He is still 
suffering from the terrible starving and freezing inflicted 
upon him in Dedham jail, Mass., and during the whole of 
last week was confined to his bed. His many friends, how- 
ever, says Mr. Chamberlain, will be gratifled to know that 
he is surrounded by sympathetic people, who are doing all 
that kindness and humanity can do to mitigate his sufferings, 
and if there is any virtue in good nursing, the noble old man 
will soon again be in the field to continue his battle against 
cruelty and inhumanity in the treatment of prisoners, pau- 
pers, and the insane. 


—————— 


Tux police justices of this city held their annual meeting 
last week to talk over the subject of crime in the metropolis. 
It appears by their discussion that the police justices con- 
template with a good deal of uneasiness the recognized fact. 
that crime does not lessen in the midst of large and increasing 
communities, New York being no exception to the general 
rule, and they are at a loss to account for it. But if they 
were philosophers, as well as magistrates, they would find 
the solution much easier. Statistics prove that crime, with 
the exception of ministerial slips, is the direct result of hard 
times. Preachers, however, commit crimes because a great. 
many of them are hard cases. 


Moopy is a literal interpreter of the Bible. In one of his 
sermons in Brooklyn some time since he gave his audience 
this bit of cultured rhetoric. It is exactly orthodox in the 
importance it attaches to belief:*' That thief on the cross 
—he wasn’t saved by works, was he? He had a spike 
through both hands; he couldn't work for salvation. Anda 
nail through both feet; he conld not walk to Christ for salva- 
tian, even if it was to be had that way. But there was no 
spike through his heart; he could believe." 


Tne Industrial Appeal, of Ottumwa, Ia., says: '* The Ap- 
peal is a paper that goes to the homes of all classes of read- 
ers. The liberal-minded Christian and the Freethinker both 
fill up on our excellent mental nourishment. To the latter 
class we recommend the New York Trurn SEEKER as à pa- 
per that will satisfy the most liberal-minded truth seekers of 
these very progressiv times.” 


* Yov, gentlemen, hav been preaching for years,” said 
August Spies, the Socialistic agitator, to a lot of Chicago 
ministers, the other day, ‘‘and, except in a few individual 
cases, what hav you accomplished? Nothing that I can see. 
There is as much suffering and as much stealing as there ever 
was." ; 

Last ‘‘ Hospital Sunday " the contribution of the Episcopal 
church of the Nativity amounted to the magnificent sum of 
three dollars. The Episcopalians claim exemption from tax- 
ation on the ground that churches are charitable institutions! 


FRrEETIUNKERS throughout the state who hav circulated 
petitions to the legislature for the taxation of church property 
are requested to forward them to us at once that they may 
be pnt in shape to present to the new legislature. 


Hien license has decreased the number of saloons in Chi- 
cago from 13,000 to 9,000, and added nearly $1,300,000 to the 
revenues of the city. This is a strong argument in favor of 
high license. 

Toss of our. subscribers in the city who hav petitions for 
the opening of the museums on Sunday are requested to send 
them at once to this office. 
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Letters from friends. 


Ermos, Texas, Dec. 28, 1885. 
Mr. Enrror: Please find inclosed $8 to pay my subscrip- 
tion for the year 1886. I cannot do without Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER. I think it the best paper I ever read, though it is all 
'I can do to pay for it on account of poverty. Butit is doing 
good in this country. Isend each number out on missionary 
work, and it does its work well wherever it is read. Free- 
thought advances slowly here, but, I think, surely. Iremain 

Yours, etc., Henry Moopy. 


SNOWVILLE, VA., Dec, 21, 285. 
Mr. Enrror: I inclose $1 from Mr. Slenker for Campaign 
Fund, and $5 for myself, $4 of which you will place to my 
credit on account, and $1 for helping to illustrate Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER. I wish Icould giv more toward this good work of 
picture-making, but I hav too many calls upon my slim funds. 
Ispend very few dollars for my own special benefit; it nearly 
all goes to the public, one way and another, as well as my 

spare time and brain-work. Affectionately, ELMINA. 


Sr. Josgrn, Mo., Dec. 24, 285. 

Mr. Eprron: Please find inclosed $5 on Tung TRUTH SEEKER 
for one year to a new subscriber, and on account for same. 
Hope you will alter your plan of make-up, and giv a table of 
contents of subjects in each number. It will save consider- 
able time in finding items of importance to many readers, 
and we will do all we can to increase the circulation. This is 
the only thing that we think the paper now lacks, and hope 
it will be illustrated. This is the fifty-eighth person we hav 
induced to subscribe in our twelve years. 

Wishing you a prosperous New Year, 


BALLSTON Spa, N. Y., Dec. 28, 285. 
Bros. Somersy AND MacpomNaLD: Please find inclosed $3 
for subscription to your valuable paper, Tug TRUTH SEEKER, 
for 286. Mrs. Thorpe and myself could not keep house 
without it, hence it will be a welcome visitor as long as I am 
able to pay for it. I hav been trying to get a few more. 
names, but it seems tome that there are too many gods in 
Ballston. After Brother Reynolds has been here there may 
not be quite so many. I hope not. We are doing all we can 
for mental liberty. Hoping you all had a merry Christmas 
and will hav a happy New Year, and that Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER may liv long and be powerful in doing much good in 
the cause we love, Yours in the cause of humanity, 
E Wm. Tuorre. 


Jos. F. Dunn. 


Buruweron Juncrion, Mo., Dec. 17, 1885. 

Mr. Eprror: As my time expires the 1st of January, 1886, 
I hasten to renew, and send you one new solid subscriber. 
Inclosed find $5, which place to our credit. 

Professor Jamieson has been with us this fall, and after de- 
livering five or six lectures, met Elder Grubbs, a Campbellite, 
of Kentucky, in a six-session debate, and if ever a man got a 
good “ grubbing," the elder got it. Mr. Jamieson is shaking 
the dry bones of orthodoxy all over Northwest Missouri 
worse than Joshua's rams’ horns ever shook the walls of 
Jericho, and it is quite common to hear the old devilish spirit 
of persecuting Christianity crop out in such words as, ‘‘ He 
ought not to be allowed to speak such sentiments," or, ** He 
ought to be burnt at the stake,” and many other expressions 
that only intolerance could suggest. 

Although there are no organizations in this part of the 
state, the Agnostic element is very large, and lecturers draw 
good houses. 'The only drawback is that the many wait for 
the few to do all the financial part of the work. 

Itake great pains to leave my Liberal papers where they 
will be found by orthodox friends, and if it is thought that I 
don't notice it, the papers general somehow walk away 
and are read. One of the most eager persons to read THE 
Truru SEEKER is a Covenanter God-in-the-Constitution min- 
ister, who has of late abandoned his eternal-punishment-pre- 
destination-foreordination and infant-damnation theory, and 
is fast approaching the light of Liberalism. Every subscriber 
should circulate his papers where they would do the most 
good, and induce everyone to read. As to illustrating THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, I would say that I am more in favor of in- 
creasing the circulation, so that the price could be lowered 
and brought within the reach of the many poor. 

Yours fraternally, Geo. W. May. 


East Ropman, N. Y., Dec. 24, 285. 

Mr. Eviror: One more paper and the time for which I hav 
paid is up, but I hav not the money to remit just now, and 
will hav to ask you to continue sending it (if you think you 
can trust me), and I will send the amount just as soon as I 
can spare the money, or until I can sell my hops. 

Farmers are hard up; most farm produce depends upon 
foreign demand to establish our prices. They (foreign coun- 
tries) hav stimulated production in their provinces of such 
products as they most need, until they are not compelled to 
buy nearly as much of this country (which has put on a tax 
sufficient to boycott their goods) and what they do buy is at 
lower prices. I think that prices will be lower next year 
than this, for the reason given above; Imay be mistaken, I 
hope so at any rate. 

The manufacturer’s cry of ‘‘ protection for the laborers” 
puts me in mind of Patrick Henry’s speech in which he says: 
** Yes, such protection as wolves giv to lambs, covering and 
devouring them.” 

Quite a portion of the Democrat party started out a couple 
of years ago to revise the tariff and check the robbing of the 
masses for the especial benefit of the wealthy few, but I 
guess they sold out to the few; it looks so, to say the least. 

Protectionists say that ‘‘ high tariff builds up the manu- 
factures and givs employment to countless laborers here,” 
but when they hav got them built, and the natural law of 


supply and demand comes in to reduce prices and giv the 
people the benefit of their competition, they shut down from 
a third to one-half of the time, that their goods may be con- 
sumed at the protection prices. Now when are we (con- 
sumers) to get the benefit of this ‘‘ building up of home man- 
ufactures?” It is very much like building competing lines 
of railroad, and after they are done the people begin to look 
for the great benefits they hav been told would arise from the 
competition. They (the railroads) pool their earnings and 
continue their exorbitant rates, and we are left out in the 
cold to whistle for the benefits, and we can whistle until the 
Methodist's hades freezes over, and we can walk over on the 
ice for all they care. The laborers are thrown out of em- 
ployment and suffer for the necessities of life, or are reduced 
in pay until they are just as bad off, and if they strike, they, 
the manufacturers, will import laborers from other countries, 
which show just how much they sympathize with the laborer. 
Bosh! it is all moonshine. 

How much money can I make out of protection ? that is all 
there is of it. ‘Well, there is more sense in the Catholic 
movement toward accomplishing their ends by the means they 
employ than there is in the protectionist's method of benefit- 
ing the country, and they will succeed long before the for- 
mer gets his eyes open to the facts in the case. They (the 
Catholics) hav withdrawn their children from the common 
Schools here and established a parochial one, whatever that 
is. Then they got up a fair and raised money enough to sup- 
port it, the prominent business men of town aiding, that they 
may not be boycotted by them, and shelling out liberally that 
they may be patronized by them and considered very gener- 
ous and almost & Catholic. And not a warning voice from 
the press of Watertown. Buildings hav been erected by the 
town sufficiently commodious and equipped to accommodate 
all of its children, but now they need not be so large or as 
many teachers employed. 

The free school system has received a blow that will impair 
its usefulness; but then, the Bible had a place in every one 
and Protestant teachers to expound its meaning. There is 
not much difference between them, only the Catholics are 
better organized and can succeed in imparting more su- 
perstition to the pound than the Protestants can. 

Now, about those pictures I should say, if money comes in 
sufficiently, put in a picture once ina while, and whenever 
able send out *' missionary tracts" to those who will scatter 
them broadcast over this church-ridden country. There are 
many who do not know anything but what their good shep- 
herd tells them, and we know that they are honorable men 
and wouldn't lie. 

Heywood and Mitchell knew that their course at the state 
Convention would not meet with favor from a great majority, 
of the Convention, and then to take the course they did shows 
them in no enviable light. As high-minded and noble men 
they stepped down and out in the estimation of a great ma- 
jority of the Liberals of the country. Let them go. If they 
will issue a call for a convention and promulgate their mental 
idiosyncrasies as the prominent object of said convention, 
they could judge of their popularity by the numbers present, 
and then, perhaps, they could see themselvs as others see 
them. Hold a convention, please do, gentlemen, and not 
make a stink wherever you go, and you will be credited as 
more honorable, if your ideas do not meet with an over- 
whelming success. M. E. Ross. 


LzgxiwGTON, Ky., Dec. 8, 285. 

Mr. Eprror: At present we are having a refreshing season. 
For the past three weeks the community has been burdened 
with one of those old-fashioned ‘hell-fire Methodist revival 
meetings. These meetings are presided over by one Rev. H. 
C. Morrison. 'To insure good houses he was advertised far 
and near as the eloquent ‘‘boy preacher.” Right here it 
might be well to remark that ‘‘ boy preachers” are becoming 
quite fashionable. Morrison is the third “boy” that has 
been developed during the past two or three years. But one, 
to judge from his looks, is bound to acknowledge that he is 
rather an old boy, for, to all outward appearance, he is a 
youth of at least thirty-five or forty years. This boy makes 
no pretension to education. .He knows nothing, he says, 
about geography, arithmetic, history, or grammar. In fact, 
the only thing the “ boy” does know is theology, and very 
little of that, if we are to judge from his alleged sermons. 
And thus does the old saying hold true, that the Lord always 
chooses the ‘‘ weak vessels of the earth to confound the 
mighty.” The ‘‘boy’s” conversion, to say the least, was 
something remarkable, if not miraculous. Being originally 
a farm hand, or, as he himself puts it, a ‘‘ plow-boy," the 
Lord suddenly and without warning called him to the minis- 
try while working in the fields one day. This is'rather a. 


_weak story, but I suppose we shall hav to accept it, consider- 


ing that it is inspired like all other pulpit lies. If I were a 
profane worldling, I would say that the ‘‘boy” had the al- 
mighty dollar in view at the time of his “ call,” and that his 
** conversion" is simply a business affair, or, to put it more 
properly, a change of business. 

-Monday evening, Nov. 80th, was set apart for men only, 
ladies, of course, being excluded. Several Liberals attendcd, 
though out of curiosity only. The ‘‘boy” opened fire by 
‘saying he had no desire to frighten men into the church, but 
if they did not accept the savior (and he might hav added, 
the devil, too, for if you accept the **son," you are bound to 
accept his brother also), they would surely go to hell, and 
there burn in everlasting fire. Horrible news for the sinners! 
But none died from fright. ‘‘Some people," went on the 
“boy,” “ask why we don't preach something new. My 
friends, there's nothing new to preach. It's the same old 
gospel. God's plan of salvation remains just the same, and 
so does hell; and you men who refuse the savior will find 
that my words are true when you land in hell.” A friend, 
Mr. Charles C. Moore, formerly & preacher, but now an out- 
spoken Freethinker, and editor of the Daily Observer at this 


place, remarked that it was something strange why ministers 
will persist in preaching an angry God and an endless hell. 
“Such ministers," he said, “must be bad, wicked men at 
heart.” Brother Moore's statement is true, but it is easily 
explained. 'The devil is just as essential to the Christian 
scheme of salvation as Christ is himself. If there was no 
devil, there would be no sin, and consequently no use for the 
priest. If the devil must go, so must Christ; and if Christ 
must go, so must his gospel and the priest who fattens on 
that gospel. Remove the devil and his lake of fire, and you 
remove the priest. It is utterly impossible for the latter to 
do business without Beelzebub and his brimstone pit. You 


had just as well talk about life existing independent of the - 


sun as talk about the sky-pilot preaching the gospel inde- 
pendent of his Satanic majesty. They are “pards” in the 
t“ divine plan,” and inseparable. 


Some time ago some one C. Fannie Allyn, I believe, sug-. 


gested that Miss Susan H. Wixon write a story for Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER columns. It was a good suggestion, for, with 
her well-known reputation as an authoress, the brilliant and 
gifted editress of the Children's Corner could write a story 
acceptable to all classes of readers. And I feel safe in say- 
ing that there is no one, not even a Christian, who would 
not read a story frdm the pen of this accomplished writer 
and kind-hearted lady. Her high literary attainments, her 
intellectuality, and her attractivness as a writer and novelist, 
together with her thorough understanding of human nature, 
unquestionably (I was going to say, imperativly) demand 
that she favor us with a romance. If her duties as editor 
of the Children’s Corner will permit, by all means let us hav 
a serial from her gifted pen. Yours, for the story, 
D. B. Cozies. 


Toronto, Dec. 19, 1885. 

Mr. Eprror: On Thursday evening last Mr. Charles Watts 
lectured on ** English Politics and their Effect upon Ireland," 
in Temperance Hall in this city. The audience was small, 
but @ more appreciativ one it would be difficult to find. The 
lecture was à carefully studied chapter of historical incidents, 
clear and perfectly lucid in depicting the effect of English 
misrule of the past on the present &nd future of what Mr. 
Watts eloquently described as the warm-hearted and impres- 
sionable people of Ireland. Any attempt of mine to describe 
the lecture would but do Mr. Watts an injustice; therefore, I 
will content myself by saying that of the many discourses it 
has been my good fortune to listen to by Mr. Watis this 
lecture named above by far transcends anything I ever heard 
upon the subject named. Iam notalone in giving this un- 
qualified approval; the audience returned an upstanding and 
unanimous vote of thanks, and before leaving the hall Mr. 


Watts was enthusiastically requested to repeat his lecture in. 


the same place at an early date, due' notice of which is to be 
given. A large committee was at once formed for the pur- 
pose of making arrangements for what promises to be one of 
the largest mass meetings ever held in the city of Toronto on 
the subject named. Yours sincerely, J. lox Evans. 


Crvomwnati, O., Dec. 28, 1885. 

To Hiram Van Pzrr, Cleveland, O.: As you wish to be en- 
lightened on the subject of hair-snakes, and as I hav not seen 
any reply to your letter of October 12th, I hav concluded to 
grant your request. 

If you had examined those hairs with a microscope, you 
would hav discovered that there was no new creation or evo- 
lution about them, but that they were covered with the slime 
of the dirty and stagnant water, and that millions of little 
animalcule had attached themselvs to the hair and carried it 
along, which gave it the appearance of life. The flesh which 
you thought you were stripping off the hair-snake was only 
the slime and dirt of the water and millions of these animal- 
cule, with which the stagnant water is filled where the hair- 
snake is found. Yours respectfully, C. D. WALLAGE. 


Lake Breeze, O., Nov. 19, 1885. 
Mr. Enrron: I want to get the papers containing an 
account of the Albany Convention and also the Cleveland 
Convention. I hav seen a copy or two of Tue TnvrH 
SEEKER, and like it first-rate, all but the spelling. I don't 
think you can bring the general public up to your standard. 
You may be able to change their religious views, but you 
can't their spelling. Don't undertake too much at one time. 
It distresses me to read misspelled words if I know they are 
misspelled. It may be foolish, but I can’t help it. Inclosed 
please find 25 cents, for which please send me your ANNUAL 

for 1885. Yours respectfully, Watt Roo. 


STEUBENVILLE, O., Dec. 27, 1885. 

Mr. Eprror: It seems to me that Mr. Watson and some 
others take à wrong view of the rights of others at conven- 
tions of the League, or American Secular Union. They seem 
to think because we claim to be Freethinkers (although we 
publish to the world the Nine Demands that we are working 
for) that everybody, the advocates of every ism, hav a right 
to take up the time of our conventions to air their own pe- 
culiar doctrins on any and all subjects. This seems to me to 
be very unreasonable after the officers of the Secular Union 
hav spent money and time to advertise a meeting of the 
Union to advance our own ideas; after delegates hav spent 
money to attend, and taken two or three days to try and ad- 
vance the cause we are organized for. A crowd of cranks of 
all kinds might take up the time of the convention, and the 
business for which it was called could not be attended to at 
all. Mr. Watson complains that the time of the Cleveland 
Convention was taken up with the program, and when any- 
one attempted to break in upon it they were sneered at by 
some and laughed at by others. And why should they not 
be? Whatright has anyone to break in on a convention of 
any kind to discuss matters entirely foreign to the object of 
the convention? Besides, the trut@of the matter is that no- 
one not properly sent as a delegate to represent some branch 
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of the League, or Union, has any right to speak without ask- 
ing leave of the delegates present. ‘‘ Listening to twaddle,” 
may be very well occasionally, but at a convention of that 
kind is not the place. If Freelovists, Spiritualists, and or- 
ganizations of any other isms want to air their views, let them 
hav conventions every week if they want to, but I do not see 
that they hav any right to force their ideas on the Secular 
Union. J. Downes. 


Syracuse, N. Y., Dec. 29, 285. 

Mr. Eprror: Allow me to say to Mr. Mallonee, through 
your paper, that it will be well for him to go to a woman's 
school and learn what the law is in regard to woman's prop- 
erty rights before he makes another statement so entirely 
false as that in his open letter to me of December 26th. He 
says, ‘In all the states the laws are in favor of the wife;” that 
` the husband is obliged to support her to the best of his abil- 
ity, and when he dies she is his heir for life. This is totally 
false; there hav been many changes iti the laws of several of 
the states in the past twenty or thirty years in regard to the 
rights of a wifc or widow, but they need a good deal of doc- 
toring yet, and let my friend be assured that there are women 
enough at work to bring about further changes in the near 
future, as they worked in the past and succeeded, even 
though good men like our friend in Cleveland declared them 
** out of their sphere,” and, more dreadful still, threaten them 
with old maidism, and pronounce them Freelovers. I wish 
he, Mr. Mallonee, had defined Freelove; I am sure as I un- 
derstand the definition, he himself advocates it, where he 
says: ''Any man or woman who needs law in'the family, 
that is, man-made laws, had better draw out of the contest; 
they are uot Liberals, they never will be, and the sooner they 
join a church the better for the cause of liberty." Now, for 
the life of me, I do not see why our correspondent is not, ac- 
cording to his own showing, a full-fledged Freelover—but he 
is a man, and it may not hurt à man to be called what is by 
some people considered a wicked name; I mean people who 
hav not seen this, last definition. Mr. Mallonee thinks if 
* our girls were taught that a true wife and a true mother 
were the highest type of womanhood, there would be fewer 
unmarried women seeking employment. 2 

There hav been for several years past a great many married 
men seeking employment. Would teaching them that 
the highest attainment for man is to be true husbands and 
fathers giv them employment? Perhaps it would be well to 
begin your teaching with your ownsex. But to be serious, 
my brother, 'tis too late in the nineteenth century to call the 
** woman's rights reform” ‘‘twaddle,” or to seek to circum- 
stribe the sphere of woman. She was permitted to learn the 
alphabet, she has found out her capabilities, she believes 
fully in the right to a voice in the laws that govern her, she 
knows tlie power that money givs, she knows how, and is 
willing to earn it for herself; all she asks is “ equal rights 
and fair play,” and Mr. Mallonee is almost the only one of 
the professed Freethinkers who writes himself in opposition. 
Our late ex-president, good and trne Elizur Wright, used to 
say the woman’s rights reform was the reform of reforms. 
My article is long enough; if Mr. Mallonee finds it difficult to 
see the laws that I complain of, I will help him to find them 
in some future time. Faithfully, Lvox N. Cotman. 


LOUDONVILLE, N. Y., Dec. 28, 1885. 

Mr. Eprror: Our TRUTH SEEKER came to-day, and to-night, 
after reading the tale of ‘‘ Roger the Cat” to my little daugh- 

_ ter (omitting to read the expression ‘‘O Lord) I settled down 
for a good hour of steady reading, which I hav enjoyed im- 
mensely, and now I feel just like ‘‘ speaking out in meetin’.” 

I am anxious for information. Mr. Mallonee says in his 
letter to Mrs. Colman: ‘‘A woman without a dime marries a 
man worth a million. Immediately he becomes responsible 
for all her debts. He is compelled to support her to the best 
of his ability, and when he dies she is his heir for life." Yes, 
she is heir for life to the amount of one-third only of his pos- 
session should he die without having made a will. Is not 
that the **law of the land ?" 

I remember reading of a case where a woman toiled many 
years with her husband to obtain a home of their own. Fi- 
nally they succeeded, but had enjoyed it but a few years 
when the husband died one day, struck down without warn- 
ing, and without having made his will. They had no chil- 
dren, and the law gave her only one-third of his possessions, 
and, as his nearest relativs claimed the other two-thirds, the 
poor woman was compelled to ** move out,” and see the home 
she had toiled for sold. Now I want to know, Mr. Editor, 
ifthat could really happen. Is that thelaw? If so, please 
inform Mr. Mallonee that we hav found one law which does 
not favor women. 

What falacy! Well, pray, Mr. Mallonee will you—can 
you explain to me why it is that, as a rule, a man can almost 
invariably command twice the salary that a woman does for. 
the same work? 

Oh, pshaw! that sounds like real orthodox cant: “ If 
more of the girls of America were taught that a true wife, a 
true mother, were the highest types of womanhood, there 
would be fewer unmarried women seeking employment. 

Let me tell you, sir, the veal fact of the case is that if there 
were only more male children born and raised, there ‘‘ would 
be fewer unmarried women seeking employment.” What is 
a poor woman to do if she has lost father and brother, and 
no man has asked her to be a wife anda mother. The land 
is full of “true wives and mothers” who are toiling daily for 
** daily bread ” for the little mouths, and whose hard earnings 
go many times into the saloon-keeper's till, while the true 
husband and true father (F) has ever ready a sneer for ‘an 


: old maid." 


Had we more true fathers and true husbands we should 
hav fewer aching hearts among the living and fewer broken 
hearts hidden under the sod. 

A woman whoowns her thousands or millions, be she sin- 


T 
gle or married, must pay taxes the same as a man, yet can 
hav no voice in framing the laws of her land nor in choosing 
the men who shall. E: 

Evidently Mr. Malloneee is a true husband with a “ true 
wife," who has made him ‘her god and her king,” therefore 
he has not realized the truth of the saying that ‘‘ one half the 
world does not know how the other half livs.” 

**A lot of twaddle about ‘slaves to man,’ ‘ woman's 
wrongs,’ and other nonsense,” may probably unfit her for the 
duties of life, but the idea that she has a right to vote for the 
men (or women) who are to make the laws by which she is to 
be governed never unfitted any sensible woman for the duties 
of life. Theres ‘‘ twaddle” and twaddle, you know. 

I am.a Freethinker, but not a Freelover, and hav not the 
slightest sympathy with their views, believing in marriage 
and home as a grand and sacred institution. Like many oth- 
ers, I hav been interested in the discussions of the ‘‘ Albany 


arrest.” "Mr. Palmer has my hearty approval of the course 
he has pursued. He is evidently a person of refinement. 


| The Freelove element has done so much to retard our prog- 


ress. Knowing their views on certain matters are so distaste- 
ful, they will, forgetting all the ‘little niceties” of life, 
crowd inand make trouble. I always feel so indignant when 
I think of Mr. Bennett’s imprisonment! It brings to mind 
the picture of the grinning ape, using the poor cat's paw to 
draw the chestnuts out of the coals. 

Yet I hav no doubt there are some among them pure and 
conscicntious in their views, but it’s like Mormonism, where 
a man, à good Mormon too, clings to his one wife and takes 
no other. Some people do not always practice what they 
preach, you hav probably observed. 

My best wishes for Tue Trura SEEKER, and I wish you a 
Happy New Year, you and all the office. 

Sincerely, Winerorp V. ASPINWALL. 


CarLisTOGA, CAL., Dec. 30, 1885. 

Mr. Eprror : In answer to Mr. Mallonee I should say, bar- 
ring that particular resolution at the Convention, I think you 
are wrong. First of all, if women are citizens, the suffrage is 
their right. Second, they are our peers by nature if not by 
opportunity, and are entitled by nature to equal rights, op- 
portunities, etc., whether they care to avail themselvs of thcm 
or not. 

If Mrs. Mallonee is content to hav you represent her, that 
isher business. But many women prefer to represent them- 
selvs. Many hav been badly treated by their male represen- 
tativs, and for anyone to yield a part of her rights or freedom 
irretrievably, isto enslave herself to that extent. If she has 
the right to think for herself, naturally the right to act should 
go with it, else she is fettered, and many useful thoughts and 
impressions are ‘‘born to blush unseen, and waste their 
sweetness on the desert air.” 

The confidence and sweet assurance that my husband will 
watch over my political and legal rights is often lost. Hus- 


band dies or gets drunk; brothers and fathers are dead,. 


drunk, or hav wives and other daughters to represent. And 
you know how well they do it. Of course, women suftrag- 
ists talk about the right to cast a ballot. That is because 
they are denied that right. And if that right granted neces- 
sitates their carrying arms, their husbands, brothers, fathers, 
and lovers will hav a golden opportunity to show their chiv- 
alry. I would grant the ladies the right to vote, and claim 
the right of protection if Ineeded it. Has it really proved à 
failure wherever tried ? And if it has, that is no valid reason, 
for self-government often failed before our Ametican attempt. 
Isay attempt, because it is only partial yet, 

The probability, or certainty if you will, that orthodoxy 
will use the new element to ontflank Secularism is not a ques- 
tion of right but expediency; and to my mind it is the only 
good leg the opposition has to stand on. 

The idea that women might beeome mental duplicates of 
men does not strike me as very bad. Would not the effect 
be a little reversed, too? 

Still, the greatest liberty consistent with the good of others 
can be met in no other way. To vote or take part in the 
government of the country will not destroy any natural func- 
tion of their bodies; it will not change their sex. And why 
they should be less useful, less thoughtful, or less lovable, I 
do not comprehend. I know that men claim that they will 


cease to be virtuous, affectionate, womanly, etc. But I can- 
not view it that way. ; 
*Strong-minded girls usually die old maids.” Are yon 


sure? Well, maybe they get as much pleasure out of life 
that way as if marrred. You might find double the number 
of weak-minded ones anxious to be free, if that is any argu- 
ment. . 

Iam willing to trust the women, nature, and freedom, and 
fight for them if necessary. J. C. WEYBRIGHT. 


New Grasgow, Va., Dec. 20, 1885. 

Mr. Evrror: Although but a new reader of your valuahle 
paper, I would like to make one or two suggestions through 
your columns, and trust that, if not acted on, they will at 
least be received as sincere. First, I would thank you for 
the good work you are doing in publishing such works as’ 
“ Rational Communism,” which is so able a work that I 
fancy it is written by Lyman Abbott, and if you would pub- 
lish a few extracts from it (such as chapter IX. and X.) it 
would hav a much larger sale,-for anyone reading that much 
would wish for more. Another point is the disposition to 
quarrel, among Liberals, on unimportant points. This is 
wroxXg, and can only lead to the hindering of our cause. It 
is bad enough for religious people to spend time, money, and 
brains fighting over some dogma or creed, without having 
our (at present) small force wrangling among ourselvs, and 
we should apply to those who advance what we think wrong 
ideas on love or other conduct the rule we want all others to 
apply on religious subjects—will it stand the test of common 
sense? If not, and your opponent thinks it will, why, drop 


the matter at once. The last thing I wish to mention is the 
subject of illustrating your paper. Don’t. The illustrations 
will cost more than the same space in reading matter, and 
though they may attract some, I fear they will not convince 
any. For years I hav been a subscriber to the New York 
Sun, but I fancy there are many like myself who had much 
rather hav it without illustrations. For instance, its story © 
* Snow-Bound at Eagles.” "We all know what a coach looks 
like, how men on horseback appear, or how a girl would look 
sitting on a bed, etc., etc. Where is the mental. benefit de- 
rived from the above? J. WHIDDEN GRAHAM. 


MILWAUKEE, Or., Dec. 17, 285. 
Mr. Eprrog: In your issue of December 5th appeareth 


John Hindman, ‘ Surveyor and Civil Engineer," and offers 


two years’ subscription to your paper to anyone ‘‘ who will 
prove, by geometrical calculation, that the sun is over twelve 
thousand miles from the earth." I take it for. granted that 
Mr. Hindman, being a civil engineer, knows approximately 
how much a degree measures on the surface of the earth. 
He knows, for instance, that in going north the north star will 
appear to rise about one degree for every 70 miles, and conse- 
quently that the computation of the earth's diameter at about 
8,000 miles is nearly correct. Now, let him place himself in 
northern Mexico, or some point 23 degrees north latitude, 
where in the long days of summer the sun at noon will be di- 
rectly overhead; then, if the sun is only 12,000 miles from thc 
center of the earth he will be at noon only 8,000 miles, or one 
diameter of the earth, away. Hence the apparent diameter 
of the sun would be one and one-half as great at noon as at 
sun-rise. As there is no perceptible difference, the sun is not 
only more, but immensely more, than 12,000 miles away. 
Q. E. D. 

Again, a circle with a radius of 12,000 miles has a diameter 
of 24,000 and a circumference of 75,000 miles. If the sun is 
only 12,000 miles from the earth and covers only about 80 
minutes, or half a degree, or one 720th of a circumference of 
75,000 miles, his diameter is only about 104 miles, instead of 
800,000 miles, as astronomers compute! But the shadow of 
the moon in an eclipse sometimes comes to a point before it 
gets to the earth, showing that the sun is larger than the 
moon, but in a total eclipse the moon's shadow is sometimes 
180 miles across. “But the moon's shadow being a cone, the 
moon itself is much more than 180 miles in diameter. The 
moon covers about half a degrec, or a 720th of its orbit. 
Hence we hav 720x180—129,600 miles for the circumference 
of the moon's orbit. The radius of that, or the distance of 
the moon, would be. at least 21,600 miles. But the moon 
passes between the earth and the sun, hence the sun is still 
farther away, and therefore more than 12,000 miles. Q. Æ. D. 

If the moon, which is nearer than the sun, was only 104 
miles in diameter, one would only hav to go 104 miles on the 
surface of the earth to giv the moon a change of position 
among the stars of half a degree, or her apparent diameter, 
instead of over 2,000 miles, as is now the case. 

Venus passes around the sun in an orbit inside that of the 
earth. When she is between us and the sun she is fre- 
quently hidden by the moon. Hence when the earth and 
moon and sun are in a line there is more than half the diam- 
eter of Venus's orbit between thesun and moon. But Venus 
is sometimes 47 degrees from the sun. Hence Venus must be 
more than two-thirds as far from the sun as theearth. Hence 
if you add Venus’s distance to the moon’s, you will hav the 
sun over 36,000 miles from the earth. This is no attempt to 
compute the distance of the sun, but to show friend Hind- 
man that the solar system is no such little orrery as he sup- 
poses. Ifthesun were the distance and size he supposes, 
it would be no wonder that God occupied nearly six days in 
making this big earth, and only a part of one day in making 
the sun, moon, and stars, and setting them in the firnament. 
It would not take much of a god to stop such a little billiard 
ball as that for Joshua to finish his fight, or to set it back 
twelve degrees to illuminate Hezekiah’s boil while they cured 
it by applying grape juice. Astronomy is no guess-work. 
Let friend Hindman study Proctor, beginning with the little 
problems, and he will find no ground for disputing the big 
ones. D. PRIESTLEY. 


Cusseta, Ga., Dec. 18, 1885. 

Mr. Epnrrog: I see my subscription has about run out. 
Please giv me credit for the inclosed amount. I am sorry to 
see so much division among Liberals. Some of them remind 
me of the Hardshell Babtists down here: they strike at every 
thing that comes within reach, especially whisky and Spirit- 
ualism. The Constitution and laws of the United States giv 
men the right to make and sell whisky, and then tax it ninety 
cents per gallon, and the state of Georgia can confiscate it. 
If that is not robbery between the two governments, I don't 
know what it is. We hav fought for state sovereignty and 
‘lost, then we took an oath to support the Constitution and 
laws of the United States. . Now if the states can over-ride 
the Constitution and laws of the United States,what guarantee 
of protection hav we for anything ? i lost $20,000 by that 
foolish attempt at state rights in 1865. 

I was in hopes never to see it tried again. The Methodists 
here, and a good many others, claim that Prohibitionists are 
led by Providence. Well, Providence is a dangerous leader; 
he led Booth, Freeman, Guitean, and all those prowling hypo- 
crits that liv off the labor of other people. 

I hope in the future we:may be more agreed. Churches 
here are anything but prosperous; numbers of them are 
abandoned. The gain of the Baptist the last year is only two 
per cent; Methodist no better; the others all dying out. One 
of the judges of the Supreme Court of Georgia is as strong a 
Materialist as I ever saw. He says religion will do for women 
and negroes, but not for white. men. Lawyers are almost 
universally Infidel; so arethe doctors. 

Hoping you may hav a Merry Christmas and prosperous. 
journey through life, I remain, W. F. MoULDER. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixow, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. f 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


. Beauty. 


Tve seen the form of faultless mold, 
By artless elegance controled 
In every movement made; 
In charms 80 rich fair Venus’ art 
Could scarce one absent grace impart, 
With all her skill arrayed. 


Ive seen bright eyes, whose gentle beam 
An angel’s brow might well beseem, 
So mild their witching gaze; 
Soft cheeks I’ve seen of fairer hue 
Than Eden’s brightest rose e’er drew 
From morning’s purest rays. 


Not graceful form, nor starry eye, 
Nor rosy cheek of loveliest dye, 
All cast in beauty's mold, 
' Hath such rare power to touch my breast 
As (on some calm, sweet mien impressed) 
The beauty of the soul. 


Rude Time the casket may devour, 

But far beyond his ruthless power. 
Its fadeless gem endures; 

So age may bend the fairest form, 

And mar each bright external charm, 
Soul-charms age but matures. 


S. BREWER. 
————— —- $—9—————————— 
Biographieal. 
HYPATIA. 


Alexandria was, as is well-known, at one 
time the great seat of learning, the intellectual 
capital of the whole world. It will always 
be celebrated as the birth-place of some of the 
noblest and greatest of mankind. In Alex- 
andria was born in the year 370 Hypatia, 
daughter of Theon, the famous mathematician 
of that period. He educated his daughter in 
mathematics and philosophy, taking great 
pains with her training. Little is known of 
her mother, but we infer that she must hav 
been a woman of noble qualities to be the 
parent of such a daughter as Hypathia, who 
was of that high order of intellect which 
absorbs knowledge readily, grasping and re- 
taining all that came in her way. 

She was sent to Athens in her early days 
and studied under the Neo-Platonist Plutarch, 
who taught philosophy and expounded the 
ancient oracles of Chaldea. 

Under his instruction and guidance she ex- 
amined theurgy, the supposed art of com- 
municating with the gods. 

Finishing her course of study, she returned 
to Alexandria, a lovely, highly-educated, and 
most accomplished woman. 

She was one of the most beautiful of her 
sex, witty, eloquent, and possessing the most 
pleasing, gentle, and attractiv manners. With 
all her wit, beauty, and eloquence, she was 
neither vain, haughty, nor self-conceited. 

She became a teacher, reopening the school 
of Plotinus, and soon became surrounded by 
& class of students, eager to learn of one so 
gifted and learned in the sciences. 

She was called the ‘Mistress of Philoso- 
phy,".and became the literary belle of Alex- 
andria. Undoubtedly, she was the best 
educated woman of her time, and drew 
around her the savants and wise men of the 
city and surrounding country, among them 
the wise and learned Orestes, governor of Alex- 
andria, who often consulted with her and de- 
ferred to her opinions in state matters. 

Naturally, a woman of her beauty and rare 
abilities had many admirers, and many lovers 
sought her hand in marriage. But she turned 
from them all and resolved to devote her 
time and talents to teaching philosophy and 
mathematics. 

It was unusual for a woman to teach in 
those days, and, as she did not accept the 
teachings of Christianity, she provoked the 
animosity of those Christians who were then 

: in power. They declared she rebelled against 
*he authority of St. Paul; as she did, for Paul 
had said a woman should not teach, but 
should sit in silence and subjection. Because 
Hypatia disregarded this edict and was a 
a pagan in religion, she became an object of 
spite to the bigots of the church. Not con- 
tent with ridiculing her and applying to her 
the most opprobrious and false epithets, they 
resolved to put her to death, because she 
taught among other things that monasticism 
was silly and ridiculous. 

Hypatia, notwithstanding the threats made 
against her person, pursued the even tenor of 
her way, studying and teaching every day. 

Cyril, who at that time bishop of Alexan- 


. pounder of its doctrins. 


\ 
dria, instructed his followers to silence the 


famous teacher, and told them what to do to 
carry out a most diabolical plan. 

One day as she was returning from the acad- 
emy where she taught she was seized by a 
party of monks, dragged from her carriage, and 
stripped naked in the public streets. They 
then forcibly carried her fainting form into a 
church, which was called Cesareum, and 


there murdered her, scraping the flesh ; 
her bones with sharp shells. After this was 
done they took her bones to a place called Cin- 
aron and burnt them. 
It was as if Philosophy was struck dumb at 
the martyrdom of this lovely and eloquent ex- 
Literature was man- 
gled with her sweet and attractiv person, and 
lay prostrate through that night of woe and 
despair very appropriately called the t Dark 
Ages.” The indignation of her followers was 
so great at this cruel and most dastardly treat- 


ment of Hypatia that Christianity afterward 
changed the story of her horrible death to make 


‘| it appear that she perished in the cause of re- 


ligion! And in the Catholic church to-day 
She is numbered among the saints, known to 
followers of that religion as Saint Catharine of 
Alexandria! 

Her martyrdom occurred in the year 415, 
and is among the cruelest and wickedest events 
that mark thehistory of the Christian religion 
in its early days. Of her writings—and it is 
believed she wrote many treatises on philo- 
sophicsubjects—only an astronomical table is 
preserved. 

She was a brave, pure, true woman, more 
than ordinarily gifted and eloquent, the most 
intellectual and attractiv champion of Free- 
thought in the fifth century. Let us, while we 
lament her tragic and untimely end, emulate 
her virtues and gather inspiration from her 
courage and truthfulness, nor ever forget to 
honor Hypatia, the philosopher and Free- 
thinker of Alexandria. S. H. W. 

eor 
Wonders of the Ocean. 
PEARLS. 

Pearls, those beautiful, solidified drops of 
dew, are products of the ocean, the secretions 
of the pearl oyster. This animal is unlike the 
oyster we use for food. Its shell is lined with 
a white, silky, iridescent substance called 
nacre. | 

Pearls are formed from the sàme material, 
only, in place of being deposited upon the 
valves in layers, it is gathered together and 
condensed in small globules which develop 
themselvs on the insides of the shells, or in 
the fleshy part of the mollusks. 

Generally there is some little particle of a 
foreign substance which serves as a nucleus 
to the concretions. It may be the egg of a 
fish, or a fine grain of sand around which is 
deposited in layers the highly-prized gem. 

The Chinese, and other Eastern people, turn 
this fact to account, and introduce into the in- 
side of the body of the oyster a round grain of 
sand, glass, or metal, which in time yields a 
pearl. Whole chaplets are sometimes pro- 
duced by inserting grains of quartz connected 
by a thread. 

These are used by religious persons to count 
their prayers. My dear children, is it not one 
vast pity that so many lovely things of earth, 
sea, and sky should be made emblems and in- 
struments of superstition? Imagin yourselvs 
with a string of beads in your hands; you are 
hungry, you go to your father and ask for 
food, you slip a bead down on your string; 
you ask again, then slip another bead; he pays 
no attention; you ask many times, earnestly, 
pleadingly, slipping a bead through your 
fingers every time, till the whole number of 
forty or fifty beads hav passed along the 
string; your father has paid no attention 
whatever to you. He is certainly very un- 
kind. Every good, sensible person will say 
so. Yet we are told that God, to whom these 
people pray, counting their beads over and 
over, is à kind father, but he acts just like 
the cruel father whom yon hav asked for 
bread. I hope no children who read our good 
Libcral, common-sense papers will ever tease 
God for things they can get by their own en- 
deavor, and, indeed, for no other things; it is 
lost time and wasted force. 

If you remember this, and act accordingly, 
it will be as a valuable pearl of wisdom to you. 

Coming back to our sea pearls, I must tell 
you how they are obtained from the depths of 
the ocean. The oyster is procured by diving. 
The divers divide themselvs into groups of 
five men each, who labor and rest alternately. 
They dive down from forty to sixty feet, often 
further, and remain down from thirty to eighty 
seconds. Each man has a stone fastened to 
one foot to make him descend rapidly. Hav- 
ing reached the bottom he throws himself on 
his face and gathers all the oysters within his 


` 


reach, then pulls a cord attached to his person 
as a signal to the men above, who quickly 
draw him to the surface. 


A good diver will go down fifteen or twenty. 


times in succession. The labor is extremely 
severe; sometimes as the diver comes above 
the water blood will issue from his ears, nose, 
and mouth; he is also in danger of being de- 
voured by sharks, which lie in wait near the 
diving-places. . a 

At noonday a gun is fired from the shore as 
a signal for all the boats to come in, so all the 
oysters may be searched for pearls; this must 
be done before night sets in, in order to pre- 
vent robbery. Yet, with all care and watch- 
ing, a diver will sometimes find a valuable 
pearl and swallow it in a “ jiffy ” when no one 
sees him. Of course, it is indigestible, and 
passes through the alimentary canal, and is 
again found by the cunning thief. 

After the pearls are taken from the shells 
they are sold by weight; those taken from the 
bodies of the oysters are the purest, and are 
termed paragons, or virgin pearls. In cleans- 
ing them they are placed in sacks with pow- 
dered nacre, and worked to polish them. 
They are then passed through a series of 
sieves, in order to sort them according to size. 

The shah of Persia has, perhaps, the rich- 
est pearl in the world; it is valued at $900,000. 

Denver, Col. Mrs. BUOKNER-JOHNSON. 

———— HÀ — —— 
About the Moon and Earth. 

Professor Ball, the astronomer, tells us that 
the ocean tides, which are caused by the 
moon’s attraction, operate as a brake upon 
the rotation of the earth on its axis. The 
moon is very slowly receding from the carth, 
and as the earth’s daily revolution is being 
continually retarded, the days are growing 
longer in the average. The matter is not 
likely soon to become a factor in determining 
the time or wages for a day’s work, since the 
day only.lengthens about one second every 
thousand years. The change, however, is 
constant, and will go on until the earth ceases 
entirely to revolve. Some fifty million years 
ago the moon was so close to the earth as al- 
most to touch it, and spun around the earth 
every three hours. It is one of the gratifying 
facts that while many of these calculations 
can be made with great exactness, the cir- 
cumstances are such that an error of a few 
thousand centuries is of no particular conse- 
quence. 


Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—A PALINDROMIO SQUARE. 
A professor of Hebrew, and Latin, and Greek, 
A nativ ot Friesland, for the first you must 
seek. 
The Bible translation in Dutch he compared 
With other translations and ** original word,” 
Wherein he so forcibly showed the great gain 
Of using the Hebrew and Greek to explain, 
That thereafter a knowledge thereof was 
required 
By some synods of those who to pulpits 
aspired. 
No Moodys, or Joneses, or Jaspers they sent 
To.explain what the great Jewish ‘‘ Jabber- 
wock " meant. 
Had these synods for natural sciences held 
The Cooks and the Talmages, too, were ex- 
pelled. 
Contemporaneous with Bruno divine 
He died in the Era of Man twenty-nine. 
Anything very minute is the second, 
A small man or creature, a dwarf, Milton 
reckoned ; 
"fis only a drop of the limitless tide ; 
To animaleule and such things applied. 
Tis a small kind of type, or yet, if you wish, 
We'll call it a minnow, a very small fish. 
Yet a second, my first you must never sup- 


pose, 

For he had outgrown his smal! clerical 
clothes. 

A genus of tropical plants is the third ; 

A sour-sop, perhaps, is a more common word. 

The fourth, and the second, the last and the 
first, 

By pairs are the same, each the same, too, re- 
versed. 

No matter which side of the square is below, 
To the left or the right, down or up you may 
o. 

din, Ta. 


J. K. P. BAKER. 
2. —RIDDLE. 
What root is stronger than oxen? 
I. A. Poot. 


3.—MATHEMATIOAL. 
A’s money, plus four-fifths of itself, equals 
B's. What per cent must B lose to hav the 
same as A? Wo. Scorr. 


4.—MATBEMATIOAL. 
$1,200, placed at compound interest for the 
term of five years, amounts to $3,000. What 
is the rate per cent? Q. W. WILLIAMS. 
Aledo, Tù. 
3 
ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN'S OORNER, 
DEO. 26, 1885. 
2.—19.39x. 


8.—“ Every honest miller has a golden 
thumb.” 

4.—A hog’s head. . 

Sotvgers.—Alex. Calder, Kate Branton, O. 
F. Whipple. 


Chat with Puzzlers. 

Lenna G. ATwoop.—You solved the prob- 
lem correctly. We would be pleased to hava 
longer letter from you for our correspondence 
column. i 


J. K. P. B.—We are glad to hear from you 
again. We all miss you when you are not in 
the Puzzle Box. The absence of one of our 
best puzzlers ig explained by the fact that he 
has turned astrologer! We shall expect our 
horoscope will be cast without delay. 


Episcopus.—Seven is thc ‘‘ lucky number,” 
and Pauline is right—the girls do hav the 
hardest lot. We are overrun with communi- 
cations and puzzles, und all are welcome, but 
some must wait. In the mean time, let no one 
get ‘‘ miffed,” or get ‘‘hoppin’ mad" at trifles. 
We never will hit anybody’s ‘‘ crazybone" or 
tread on literary corns if we can help it.—Enp. 
C. C. : 

to —À—— —— 
s 


Correspondence. 


On1., Dec. 5, 1885. 

Dear Miss Wixon: My father and mother 
read THE TRUTH SEEKER, and they hav four 
little Infidels that read the Children's Corner, 
of which I am the eldest except one. I never 
see any letters in the Corner from southern 
California, so I thought I would write you one 
if you think it is good enough to print. We 
came down from Dakota two years ago be- 
cause my father was sick. Father and I and 
a little brother came around the Southern. 
route. We were ten days on the cars. We 
saw lots of Indians and cowboys, and I went 
up to thefort at Yuma. We saw big herds of 
cattle, sheep, and goats. We had lots of fun. 
My mother and sister and eldest brother came 
by the Northern Pacific three months after we 
did.: This is a very nice country. We can 
get fruit every month in the year. We hav 
oranges ripe now, but we miss the snow and 
ice. We never hav any here, so we missed 
the fun of skating and sleigh-riding down- 
hill, but we get lots of other things to make 
up for it. We all go to school now. The 
school is kept in one room of the Methodist 
College. 'The teacher used to march us all 
into the chapel for reading and prayer. My 
father stopped us and she did not go.in any 
more and got awful mad. We play at noon a 
game of ball and hav a good time now. I 
must close, and if this is any good I will try 
again some time. Iam only twelve years old, 
and never tried to write one like this before. 
I don’t know whether you can read it or not. 

LUTHER JOHNS. 


[A very good letter, Luther. . Let us hear 
from you again.—Ep. C. C.] 


Oax Point, W. T., Dec. 21, 1885. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: If you are not too 
much annoyed with letters from young misses 
like myself, I thought perhaps you would like 
to hear from some one out here. My father 
has taken Tur Truru SEEKER for the last 
six years, and we all like it very much. Jam 
ten years old, and go to the district school in 
summer, and in winter we hava teachcr at 
home. 'This last summer we had a lady 
teacher, and a very religious one, too. My 
sister and I hav always taken pieces out of 
THE TRUTH SEEKER to speak in school on Fri- 
days, and on one occasion this lady told us to 
hav some good pieces, for she expected 
visitors. My sister spoke ‘‘Mr. Tubbs’s 
Christmas," and I spoke the ‘ Young In- 
quirer," both pieces taken out of. the TRuru 
SEEKER ANNUAL. The lady was so shocked 
that she afterward would allow us to speak 
only such pieces as she gave us. 

Dear Miss Wixon, we are having a very 
pleasant winter out here. We hav flowers in 
bloom in our garden, and plenty of wild 
flowers all around us, and only three days be- 
fore Christmas. I wish you and all connected 
with Toe TRUTH SEEKER, a Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year. Very respectfully, 
from your little friend, Lizzie Lawson. 


[We are never annoyed by letters from our 
friends. We are always pleased to hear from 
them, especially when they are as interesting 
as the above. Lizzie’s teacher probably has 
not had the advantage of reading so excellent 
a paper as Tue Truta SEEKER, or she would 
not be so bigoted. We are sorry for her and 
hope that time will set her right. We thank 
you, Lizzie, for your kind wishes, and trust 
there are many happy years before you and 
all our friends and readers.—Ep. C. C.] 


FronsNoE, Wis., Dec. 8, 1885. 
Dear Miss Wixon: When papa brings 
home Tur TRUTH SEEKER I am always glad to 
look over the Children’s Corner. I am only 
nine years old. I amin the fourth reader at 
school. Ilove my teacher very much, and think 
you must hav been ateacher some time, as you 
like the children so much. Some of the puz- 
zles I can make out with papa’s help. I 
write letters tomy grandmas and cousins, and 
uncle; some are in Colorado and some are in 
Ohio. I guess you will get tired reading such 

a long letter, so I will close. 
From your little friend, Ora Marsu. 


(You are right, Ola dear, in thinking we hav 
been a school teacher, and we are still teach- 
ing a large school in the Children's Corner, 


and Ola is one among our bright little 
scholars.—Enp. C; C.] 
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Agents for The Trath Seeker. 


CALIFORNIA. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 


CANADA. ] : : 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto.  . I ` 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. " 
ILLINOIS. z ^ . 


F. F. Follet, 302 State street., and Brentano 
-Bros., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis, 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
KANSAS, 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 
MAINE, 
B. O. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
Mills). 
MASSACHUSETTS. l 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
MIOHIGAN. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
S. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. 
Dr. Wolff, 620 North 5th street, St. Louis. 
Joseph L. Andrew, Liberal. 
, NEBRASKA, E ` 
Thos, Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
‘NEW YORE, 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
OHIO 
N. Hexter, 303 Superior street., and Van Epps 
& Co., 259 Superior street, Cleveland, i 
. OREGON. 
Wm. Chance, Astoria. 
A. Erwin, Lebanon. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
George Longford, 25 Otter st., Philadelphia. 
H. Clay Luse, Waynesburg. 
Dr. J. H. Rhodes, 505 1-2 North 8th st., Phila. 
W. F. Schade, 3706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
TENNESSEE. 
Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 
." UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
D. F. Keeler, Park City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
: VIRGINIA. 
Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker, Snowville. : 
à WASHINGTON, D. C. 
Brentano Bros. 
ENGLAND. f 
Watts & Oo., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. : 


^ —WHTA KH^ | 


A new book by Owen E. Longsdorf, of interest 
to all Liberals and lovers of thought. Neatly 
bound in cloth, gilt edges, on fine heavy paper. 
Price one dollar, postage free. 

Address the author, 12 Louisa street, Williams- | 
port, Pa. 3teow8 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 


Friendship Liberal League No. 257, of Philadel- 
phia, will celebrate the 149th anniversary of the 
birth of the Author-hero, 

THOMAS PAINE, 
January 31st, 1886, in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood streets, at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m., to consist of 
addresses, recitations, vocal and instrumental 
music. Entertainments freé. 
Supper at 5:30 p.m. Tickets for supper, 25 cents. 
Liberals throughout the state invited. f 


AGNOSTIC ANNUAL 
FOR 1886. 


CHAS. A. WATTS, Editor. 


CONTENTS: Agnostic Religion, by, R. Bithell, 
B.Sc., Ph.D.—Shifting the Center of Gravity, by 
C. N.— Misconceptions of Agnosticism, by Charles 
Watts—A Household of Unfaith? by G. M, MceC.— 


Is Agnosticism, of Necessity, Anti-Christian? by 
W. Stewart Ross (Saladin)—Legend of the Devils 
Dyke, Brighton, by Julian.—iimotional Agnosti- 
cism, by W. A. Leonard.—Agnosticism and Popu- 
lar Christianity, by Col. R. G. Ingersoll.—The Spe- 
cial Senses, by H. J. Hardwicke, F. R. C. S.—Not 
- Left comfortless, by F. J. Gould.—The Morals of 
Agnosticism, by Ignotus.—The Eternal Curse, by 
William, Maccall—The Catholicity of Agnosticism 
by Winifred, Lady Robinson.—Christianity an 

After, by Charles C. Cattell.—Unpalatable Truths, 
by F. Sydney Morris.—Opposit Poles of Thought, 
by I. Evan-Jacob, B.A.—Fortune and the Mendi- 
cant, by Thomas Mead. : 


PRICE 85 CENTS. 
HISTORY 


OF THE 


INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 


Of Europe. 
By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D. 
Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
33 Clinton PL, New York city. 


The Perpetual Calendar. 


Working the Year of Science 
And the Common Computati ns. 
An Almanae Forever, 
Showing the day of the week for any day ox 
the month for all time past and present ana 
to come, and other useful information. Price, 
40 cents; three for $1. 
: Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
Canvassers address L. Martin, Brunswick, Ga. 


For sale at this office. 
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PRICE, 81.25. 


- Fon CHILDREN AND YOUTH. 


By SUSAN 


Author of APPLES OF GOLD, 


H. WIXON. 


ALL IN A LIFETIME, Sie. 


—9— 


WITH NEARLY ONE HUNDRED ILLUSTRATIONS. 


REN 


** Between the dark and the daylight, when the night begins to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations that is known as the children's hour.?? 


LONGFELLOW. 


NEW YORK: 
PUBLISHED BY THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


THE 
SHAKER EYE and EAR BALSAM. 


SIXTY YEARS’ INVARIABLE SUCCESS. 
Best known remedy for all afflictions of these or- 


gans. WEAK EYES, WEAK EARS, DEAFNESS, 
and. CATARRHAL AFFECTIONS immediately 
reache 


. FAILING. SIGHT Wri ioe ROAR- 
ING OR DRUMMING OF EARS will cease. One 
box tells the whole story. . 
Price by mail, 30 cents. 
1061 G. A. LOMAS, Shakers, N. Y. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always Opposed it. The German-American thus 
describes it in detail 


The palmy days of the church witness the burn 
ing at the stake of Bruno, the pope and priests wit 
nessing the burning of the heretic with expressions 
ofjoy. Galileo ls represented sitting in his study 
the pope holding the sword of inquisition over his 

. head, and to save his life being forced to recant his 
philosophy. Martin Luther is represented tacking 
up his “ Right of Private Judgmeut." Behind him 
stands the pope with the bull of excommunication 
drawn, and beside him the headsman' s block and 
ax of infalibility. In their study are Morse and 
Stephenson applying their inventions to practical 
tests, and in the rear of them the Presbyterian pul- 
pits are filled by two of the broadeloth gentlemen 
denouncing the inventione as ‘* Thwarting the will 
of God,” and branding these men and their inven- 
tions as “Heralds of Antichrist.” Ingersoll stands 
on a platform apparently delivering his lecture 
“« Which Way?" which he holds in his hand. Tal- 
mage approaches the platform at the colonel's back, 
pulling after him, by the arm, the chief of police, 
who holds in his hand the warrant of arrest for blas- 
phemy Thecolonel seems to take no notice of the 
spleeny, cadaverous form ascending the platform at 
his rear. Then come the modern teachers of salva. 
tion, the Salvation Army, with their drums, bones, 
tambourines, and streamers, (and screamers, too), 
‘also a fac simile of our crazy army. A group of like. 
nesses of the teachers of science, Haeckel, Humboldt, 

` Darwin, Tyndall, and Huxley, is also shown. The 
likenesses throughout are remarkab'y correct. Asa 
pictorial history the caricatures contain volumes. 


Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish that the friends of Freethough 
would distribute thousands of these telling pic 
ures. 


THE MODERN BALAAM. 
Showing the Balaam of modern times to be the 
priests. It is a splendid pictorial argument. Price 
per dozen, 30 cents; per hundred, $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton PL, New York. 


22 CLINTON PLACE. 


POCKET ATLAS 


Of the 


WORLD. 


Containing 
COLORED MAPS OF EACH STATE AND TERRI- 
TORY IN THE UNITED STATES; also 
MAPS OF THE CHIEF GRAND DIVISIONS, WITH 
COMPLETE INDEX OF EVERY COUNTRY ON 
THE FACE OF THE GLOBE. 
Illustrated by more than One Hundred 
Colored Diagrams, Tables, Ete. 

The POCKET ATLAS OF THE WORLD con- 
tains 128 pages. Six pages are given to title, 
index, etc. 65 pages are full-page colored maps, 
and 57 pages are reading matter, colored diagrams, 
etc. The book is new throughout, everything be- 
ing made expressly for it. The binding is flexible 
Leatherette—an imitation of Russia; gold side 
stamp, round corners, and red edges. 

Sent by mail to any address upon receipt of 
50 cents, by 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 

33 Clin'on Place, N Y. 

40 


Bible Fabrications Refuted 


and . 
The Errors of the BibleExposed. 
BY 0. B. WHITFORD M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 
ww» Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 
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* * * This marvelous hou*e has been built more than 
800 ti.nes from our p ans; itisso well planned thatit affords 
ample room even for & large family. lst floor shown 
above; on 2d floor are 4 bed rooms and jn attic 2 more. 
Plenty of Mosets. The whole warmed by one chimney. 

Large illustrations end full description of the above 
as well as of 39 other houses, ranging in cost from $400 up 
to $6,500, may be found in “SHOPPELL’S MODERN LOW- 
Cost Housss,” a large quarto pamphlet, showing also 
how to select sites, get loans, &c. Sent postpaid on re- 
ceiptof50c. Stampstaken, or send $1 bill and we willre- 
turnthechange. Address, BUILDING PLAN ASSOCIATION, 
(Mention this Paper.) 24 Beekman St., (Box 2/02) N. Y. 


[FALSE CLAIMS 


—BY-- 


J. E. REMSBURG. 


Revised and Enlarged. 
Price, 10 OTS SINGLY; 75 OTS. PER DOZ. 
AS A 
MISSIONARY DOCUMENT 


IT IS UNEXCELLED. 


Among the subjects considered by Mr. 
Remsburg are: 

The Church and Morality; Oriminal Statis- 
tics, showing the creeds of the prisoners in 
the penitentiaries; the Church and Oiviliza- 
tion; the Church and Science; the Church 
and Learning; the Ohurch and Liberty; the 
Ohnreh and the Antislavery Reform; the 
Wowan’s Rights Movement; the Temperance 
Reform; the Church and the Republic. 

These pamphiets should be circulated by 
the thousand. Let every reader send for a 
lozen at least, Address 


THE TRUTH SEEHER. 
33 Clinton Place. NEW YORK 


Two New 


B 
CHARLES WATTS. 


The American Secular Union: Its 
Necessity, and the Justice of its 
Nine Demands. 

(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll.) 
CONTENTS’ 

Introduction. (I.) The Necessity for the Amer- 
can Secular Union having Principles upon which 
all [Secularists] can agree. (II.) The Twofold 
Nature of the Adyocacy Adopted by the Union. 
(1I) The Catholicity of the Nine Demands and 
the Ground to be Covered. *(TV.) An Exposition 
and Defease of Each of the Nine Demands. 
(V.) An Appeal to Secular Fidelity. 

32 pages in cover. Price Ten Cents. 


SECULARISM : 


Destructiv and Constructiv. 
CONTENTS: 

Introduction. Secularism: Its Nature and Ne- 
cessity. Its Destructiv Aspect. (1) Biblical 
Idolatry. (2) Natural Depravity (8). Theolog- 
ical Supremacy. (4) The Alleged Fall and Re- 
demption of Man. The Constructiv Aspect of 
Secularism. (1) That the Trne Guide in Human 
Actions is Reason Assisted by Experience. 
(2) That Supreme Attention Should be Given to 
the Facts and Duties of Existence, Regardless of 
any Considerations of a Life Beyond the Present, 
(3) That Science is a more Trustworthy Pro- 
vider for Man than Relying for Help from any 
Supernatural Power. (4) That Morality is of 
Natural Growth, and has no Necessary Connec- 
tion with Any of the Theologies of the World. 
(5) That the Best Preparation for a Life Su- 
perior to this is the Wisest and Noblest Use 
of the Existence We Now Hav. : 

22 pages in cover. Price Ten Cents. 


- PAINE'S AGE OF REASON 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli- 
eal Works 
By THOMAS PAINE, 
“The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single copies, 20 cents. Eight copies 
for $1.00. 


x ud 
THE CRISIS. 

By Thomas Paine. 
Speaking of this work in connection with the pro 
posed independence of America from Great Britain, 
Washington Wrote: “A few more such flaming 
arguments . . will not leave numbers at a loss 

to decide on the propriety of a separation.” 


Price, 35 cents. 


For either of these works, or any of Paine’s 
writings, Address THE TRUTHSEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


SEND TO ELMINA FOR THEM. , 
DIANA.—A startling book! Original 


in theory, 8clentific in treatment, and unobjection- 
able in language. None shouid marry without read- 
ing‘: Diana." Sexual satisfaction through magnetic 
influence  Loverendered permanent and lasting. 
Third edition, enlarged, revised, and improved. 
Price, 23 cents. 


SOCIOLOGY.—Consisting of essays, 
poems, short lives of Land R- formers and other re- 
forma ory topics; worth $2; bound in cloth and sold 
for 50 cents. Written by Masquerier, a good old man 
who has spent a Lifetime in trying to help humanity. 


THE DARWINS.—By Elmina. Price, 


50 cents. “I have read ‘The Darwins’ and am 
pleased with it; and £0 are ali to whom I have lent 
it. Were such works more plenty, Christians would 
be less numerous. '—J2. Nielson. Three books for 
$100, and Green's Freethought Directory, price, 
$2 00, sent also for $1.10 $2.10 for all four. — 

Address MRS. E. D. SLENKER, Snowville, Va. 


INTELLECTUAL DEYELOPMENT 
A HISTORICAL SKETCH. 


By G. F. RINEHART. Brice 25 cts. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 OlInton Place, ` NEW YORE. 
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Poetry. 


The Sphinx. 


The mystery of good and il, 
The mystery of joy and woe, 
Love’s ecstatic, burning thrill, 
Pain’s keen darts and quivering throe; 
Life, and bliss, and harmony, 
Death, and fear, and misery, 
Instinct, thought, and human brain, 
. Spirit, heaven, or future pain; 
God, or law-evolving Chance, 
Design, or atoms’ whirling dance, 
What we guess, and what we know, 
Whence we came; and whither we go, 
Skiey worlds, and monads small— 
‘Riddles one, and riddles all. ^ 


In our hands one only clue, 

What seems right to bravely do. 

Revealed shall all riddles be 
; . Only to Sincerity. J. Wm. LLOYD. 
E ————— $9 99———————— — 


‘Keep Moving. 
The swallow feeds on tireless wings; 
“ Honey costs work,” the worker sings; 


No good comes save what effort brings— 
Keep moving. 


Slowblood mopes through life’s monotone, 
Nor sees his path with pearls bestrewn. 
These gems alertness gets alone— 
Keep moving. 
In youth’s unrest, its grief and glee,- 
."'Tentativ evolution see, 
- Building the man that is to be— 
Keep moving. 


The rivers seaward ever flow, 

; Singing and shining as they go; 

Still pools are pestilential, so— 

Keep moving. 
The earth hath its diurnal whirl, 
The moon is night's revolving pearl, 
The outer orbs a stellar swirl— 

: Keep moving. 

The winds from many quarters blow, 
"The clouds float o'er us fleet or slow, 
The tides incessant ebb and flow— 

Keep moving. 

' Wouldst fain see superstition die? 
Nail priestcraft’s sanctimonious lie? 
See knowledge beam from freedom’s eye? 

i Keep moving. 
Dost long for lucre, power, or fame? 
(A gilded life, a sounding name?) 
A lover, love t—whate'er thy game— 

Keep moving. 

James P. Kenyon. 

———— —$9-$-499— —————- 


Book Notices. 


Soorar WeEALrH: The Sole Factors and Exact 
Ratios in its Acquirement and Apportion- 
ment. By J. K. Ingalls. New York: The 
Truth Seeker Company. Price $1. _ 

We hav received from the TRUTH SEEKER 
office, 33 Clinton Place, New York city, a 
book of 820 pages, showing the cause of. pov- 
erty and wealth: ‘‘The Sole Factors and 
Exact Ratios in its Acquirement and Appor- 
tionment," by J. K. Ingalls. It shows how 
nations hav fought, the stronger oppressing 
the weaker, and appropriating their wealth; 
the tendency of our own country to the same 
barbaric action, on account of the extravagant 
growth of wealth and the increase of poverty. 
No action of our government to equalize the 
toiling multitude with those who toil not, by 


giving them a fair proportion of the land of 


our country. Itisa work that Congressmen 


/ and legislators should rcad and apply the 


remedy for those they profess to. represent, 
and avert the impending crisis of desolating 
wars. It isa book that all who can should 
read, and particularly the very wealthy of 
our country, who are in the greatest danger 
should an outbreak of the masses occur. Al- 
mighty Nature proclaims the equality of man, 
ad they who trample upon her laws must 
suffer the penalty of her omnipotent tribunal. 
If the wealthy bring on their own destruction, 
then there is no power on earth to prevent it. 
No law will prevent a sweeping tornado in its 
course.— Liberal. 


In this fresh contribution to the ever in- 
creasing volume of literature on economic 
questions, the author endeavors to show that 
land and labor are the only factors in pro- 
duction, and hav no exchangeable ratio to 
their own products; that labor, divorced from, 
or disinherited, of the land, is only an ab- 
straction without productiv power, and that 
land without the application of labor is un- 
productiv of economic values; that the whole 
device of income without work is fraudulent, 
and that all exchanges which involve pure 
profit, rent and interest, to the extent that 


they involve them, are no economic ex- 
changes whatever, but the fraudulent or haz- 
ardous obtaining of something for nothing. 
Mr. Ingalls asserts that ** we are living under 
a system of capitalistic aggrandizement, or 
commercial monarchism, which has no par- 
allel in the history of our race.” He believes, 
however, that there is a principle of law 
which will giv an equitable share of the pro- 
ducts of industry to each who shares the 
labor, and that to discover and record this 
law is the true province of the legislator.— 
Chicago Evening Journal. 


Men, Women, anD Gops. By Helen H. Gar- 
dener. With an Introduction by R. G. 
Ingersoll. Price $1.00; paper 50 cents. 
The Truth Seeker Company, 33 Clinton 
Place, New York. - 
Miss Gardener is a young lady who has a 

mission, and this mission is to help women to, 

lift themselvs up from the position of de- 
pendence in which they now are, and the 
first step she takes to advance that work is to 
show the fallacy of Bible teachings as regards 
women, and the dependent position which 
they.must forcibly occupy so long as they per- 
mit these teachings to control their conduct 
and to regulate their social status. In pursu- 
ance of her object she has delivered several 
lectures, which are reprinted in the work be- 
fore us. These lectures rank far above the 
average and will take place among the best. 

They are not only logical, practical, and 

sprightly, being enlivened by a keen’ wit and 

much latent humor, but there is an earnest- 
ness in them that makes itself felt in every 
word, and sends.them home to the hearts of 
the hearers. : 

One feature specially pleases us. Miss 

Gardener does not abuse the men for women’s 


position and beg for better treatment. She 
calls upon the women to dare to think and act 
for themselvs, and to gain the place which 
rightly belongs to them. She recognizes, if 
not in so many words, yet by the whole tenor 
of her arguments, that this world is a place of 


“conflict, where each must bear his part—in 


thinking as well as working—but she indig- 
nantly throws off the fetters which the Chris- 
tian religion has twined around her, and which 
forbid women to act and to think as their in- 
telligence and their desires would prompt. 

hile the matter in these lectures is all 
good, we feel that it is specially good as com- 
Ing from a woman, for it is a sign that the 
good work is progressing and that the seed is 
bearing its fruits. It is indeed progress that 
a young, refined, handsome woman should 
dare to mount the rostrum and address large 
audiences in behalf of her sex and to impeach 
before the bar of reason the false teachings 
which hav been so effectual in keeping women 
in their position of industrial, political, and 
social dependence, and it is the more encour- 
aging that, instead of being frowned upon and 
discouraged, Miss Gardener should be wel- 
comed by large audiences, her lectures com- 
mented favorably upon by the leading papers, 
and reprinted in the handsome form presented 
in the book before us. 

We hope and believe that the book will 
meet with a large sale. It contains a hand- 
some picture of the gifted lecturer, and issuch 
a book as all thinking women ought to own 
and feel proud of as containing an earnest de- 
fense of their rights by one of their own num- 
ber.— The Sociologist. : 

* Men, Women, and Gods” is the title of a 
recent work by Helen H. Gardener, who will 
be recalled as having lectured in this city some 
time ago. It has an introduction written by 
Robert G. Ingersoll, and is dedicated to Mrs. 
Ingersoll, to whom the author refers as ‘‘ the 
brave, happy wife of America's greatest orator 
and woman's truest friend." Miss Gardener, 
we believe, is in some sense a protégé of In- 
gersoll, who “backs her up” in her views of 
things. The book consists of three lectures, 
in which the author.ventilates her opinions of 
the Bible, and of the trcatment and condition 
of women as related in that volume, and 
through the various records of the world's his- 
tory. Colonel Ingersoll declares that the 
writer of the book has ' read the Bible with 
open eyes," with vision unclouded by the mist 
of sentimentality, and has had the courage to 
tell the result of her investigations, and that 
no human being can answer her arguments. 
It certainly is a red-hot book. It contains a 
picture of the author and her autograph. Pub- 
lished by The Truth Seeker Company, New 
York.— Syracuse Herald. 

“Men, Women, and Gods, and Other Lect- 
ures,” by Helen Gardener, with an Introduc- 
tion by Col. R. G. Ingersoll. Well, well! 
This is quite superb! Every woman who is 
tired of slavery, and thinks the orthodox Bible 
is humiliating her too much, to require her to 
“ ask her husband at home " on matters where- 
in she is better posted than he is, should hav 
this book. The author handles the clergy and 
the system of Christianity with a master hand, 
and has the faculty of getting at the point by 
short cuts—just like a woman. She tells of a 
clergyman who was giving his ‘‘ reason for op- 
posing medical or scientific training of any 
sort for women.” He said: ‘‘ Her whole en- 
ergy and force of action (outside of the family) 
must be expended on religion. If she were 
allowed other fields of action or thought, her 
energy, like that of a man, would be with- 
drawn from and fatally cripple the church.” 
Which the author meets in those few strong 
words: ‘“ To me, however, it seems that any 
organization that finds it necessary to cripple 
its adherents in order to keep them, has a 
screw loose somewhere,” 

This book would be a splendid present to 
prepare for Christmas time. It would be a 
splendid missionary performance for a few 
ladies to unite and make a present to their 


preachers in cases where they will be able to 
appreciate it. For gentlemen no more useful, 
captivating, and elevating selection could be 
made for a Christmas present to ladies than 
this. The paper, the printing, the whole get 
up of the book, including the portrait of the 
author, is splendid.—Wonconformist. 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS. 
The Heathens of the Heath. A finely 


written Radical romance. By Ww. Mce- 
DoxmNELL, author of Exeter Hall, Family 
“Creeds, Day of Rest, etc. 500 pages. 
Ne reduced. Paper, 80 cents; cloth, 
1.25. ; i 


Family Creeds. By Wizziaw MoDon- 
NELL, author of ‘Exeter Hall.” Price, 
cloth, $1.25; paper, 75 cents. 


Exeter Hall. “One of the most excit- 


ing romances of the day.” Price, paper 
60 cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal 
to George Eliots works. By FREDERIKA 
MAGDONALD. 404 pages, $1.25. ù 

The Outcast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story. From the London edition. 
By Wrrwoop Ruang, author of Martyr. 
dom of Man. 30 cents. ` : 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 


SUBJECTS : 

PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
Some 12mo volume of nearly 1000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in English or German. 
À. new cheap edition at only $1.50. ; 

SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, 
the Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome 
Monkey. By Dr. E. B. Foote; five volumes, at 
$1 each, or $5 per set; or five volumes in one 
for $2. 

SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR the YOUNG. 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (‘The 
fifth volume of Science in Story.”) 50 cents. 

HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready 
Recipes. A-valuable reference pamphlet of 128 
pages. By Dr. Foote. 26 cents. 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam- 
phlets) By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz: “ Bacteria in 
their Relation to Disease," presenting the germ 
theory, advocating personal and publie hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; “ Health in the Sun- 
beam," considering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and well By mail, 10 cents each. 


HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). ‘The 
Law of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages, 
cloth bound, $2; ‘ Heredity,” by Loring Moody, 
159 pages, cloth, 75 cents; ‘‘The Law of Hered- 
ity,” by F. H. Marsh, 10 cents; " The Alphabet 
of the Human Temperaments,” with illustrations, 
by Dr. E. B. Foote, 10 cents; '‘ Generation be- 
fore Regeneration,” by Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 10c.; 
“Reports of Conventions and Parlor Meetings 
during 1882,".10 cents; " Third Annual Conven- 
tion of the Institute of Heredity, May 29, 1883,” 
10 cents, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE RISE OF 


[INTELLECTOAL LIBERTY 


. From Thales to Copernicus. 


By FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND, Author of 

‘ '' The Reign of the Stoics.” 

“ This is a book not only to be read once, but to 
be kept and referred to, and pondered over from 
year to year. It isa guide-book of Liberalism 
through the past centuries prior to 1600, the era 
of Copernicus and Bruno. It does not take the 
place of other histories like Gibbon, Hallam, or 
Lecky, but it makes them intelligible by pointing 
out the white light that has been cast upon the 
lurid clouds of ignorance, superstition, and cru- 
elty, from the little stream of Freethought that 
has flowed in its ragged, broken, and obstructed 
course down through the ages which now liv 
only as our realm of Memory and Admonition.” 

Octavo, 458 pp. PRICE, $3.50. 

— Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


KERSEY GRAVES'S WORKS. 


Sixteen Saviors or None. By Ker- 
8EY Graves, author of the World's Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors; The Bible of Bibles, 
and Biography of Satan. Paper, 75 cents; 
eloth, $1. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelations, containing a descrip- 
tion of twenty-seven bibles and an expo- 
sition of two thousand biblical errors in 
science, history, morals, religion, and 
general events. Also a delineation of the 
characters of the principal personages of 
the Christian Bible and an ‘examinatio 
of their doctrines. Price, $2. A 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Do- 
mains. Price, 35 cents. 


The World's Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
iors; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing new and startling revelations 
in religious history, which disclose the 
oriental origin of all the doctrins, princi- 
ples, precepts, and miracles of the Chris- 
tian New Testament, and furnishing a 
key for unlocking many of its sacred 
mysteries, besides comprising the history 
of sixteen oriental crucified gods. $2.00 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKERS 
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Ingersolls Works. 


The Gods. Paper, 50cts; cloth, $1.00 
In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods," 
“ Humboldt," “Thomas Paine," '‘ Individual- 
ity," and “ Heretics and Heresies.” 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50cts; cloth, $1.25 
Contents: “The Ghosts,” “Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,” “The Declaration of 
Independence,” ‘* About Farming in Illinois,” : 
“The Grant Banquet," The Rev. Alexander ` 
Clark,” “The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream," and “ A Tribute to Ebon C. Inger- , 
soll.” 

Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50 
cents; cloth, $1.25. : 

Interviews on Talmage. Paper,50 cta. ; 
plain cloth, $1.25. T 

What Must We Do to be Saved! Pa- 
per, 25 cents. 


The Christian Religion. Ry R. G. 
Ingersoll Judge Jeremiah S. Black, and 


Prof. George P. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; 

cloth, $1. . . 
Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
. 10 cents. $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed 


in large, clear type, and containing as much 
as could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 


Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by 
Robert G. Ingersoll. Price, 10 cents. 


Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 


Large size octavo, paper, 15 cents. 


The Busts of Voltaire, Paine and'In- 

: gersoll. Cabinet size; true to life, 
price $1.50 each. Every admirer of these 
apostles of Religious Liberty should have 
these busts. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
Superb photographs, 22x28, $5; panel, 
10 1-2x17, $3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 ets.; 
card, 20 cents. 


Lngersolls Lectures Complete. _ 
Bound in one volume. To meet the demand 
for Mr. Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has 
had all his lectures, except the latest on “Or- 
thodoxy," bound in one beautiful volume, in 
half calf, library style, and containing over 
1,300 pages, which is sold at the exceedingly 
low price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 

Tributes. ‘There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s ‘Tribute to 
His Brother,” " The Vision of War,” the 
“Grant Banquet Toast,” and the recent ad- 
dress over "Little Harry Miller's Grave,” 
that they hav been printed on heavy toned 
paper, 18x22, illuminated border, and in 
large, elear iype, suitable for framing, and 
the four will be forwarded to any address, 
prepaid, for $1, or either one for 25 cents. 


Prose Poems and Selections. This 
new book isa gem. It is a model in every 
respect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the 
celebrated ‘ Decoration Day Oration,” never 
before published, and all the famous “ trib- 
utes” heretofore printed in various shapes, 
but never brought together till now, many 
other gems, selected from the speeches, ar- 
guments, lectures, letters, table-talks, and 
day-to-day conversations of the author. The 
work is designed for, and will be accepted 
by admiring friends as a rare personal sou- 
venir. To help it serve this purpose, a fine 
steel portrait, with autograph fac simile, has 
been prepared especially for it, Price, in silk- 
cloth, beveled edges, gilt back and side, $2.50; 
m haif-ealf, mottled edges, elegant library 
style, $4.50; in full Turkey morocco, gilt, ex- 
quisitely fine, $1.50; in full tree calf, highest 
possible style and finish, $9. 

Sent on receipt of price, 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
93 Clinton Place, New York. 


UNIVERSAL HISTORY 


HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS 
AND FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. 


By Prof. H. M. Cottinger, A.M. 


Freethinkers will find this, for an outline 
history, the best for their use, as Professor 
Cottinger is a Freethinker, and in his reports 
of the church’s actions has stated facts with a 
truthful freedom not found in ordinary his- 
tories. He dates his work from the beginning 
of historical certainty and not from the mythi- 
cal Eden, as do most ‘‘ universal” historians, 
and brings it down to 1883, with a brief men- 
tion of subsequent important inventions and 
discoveries. 

TESTIMONIALS! 


This book is just what the busy world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of history from 2,000 
years B.C. on up to 1883, all in a nut-shell.— Elmina 
Slenker. 

As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place; in the family it would be no less 
important, as conveying information that all should 
be acquainted with.—Susan Wizon, 

Mr. Cottinger’s intentions in writing this book are 
excellent, and hisstandpoint admirable. It may be 
commended as fulfilling its purposeof a concise and 
interesting historical text-book. —Milwaukee Sentinel. 

Price, Cloth, 31.50. 
For Schools, in Quantities, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRUTH SEEKER TRACTS. 


[Please Order by Number.) 
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3 Discussion on Prayer. Bennett z 
"1 The Story of Creation. Bennatt d oinera 
8 The Old Snake Story. ^ *- 
9 The Story of the Flood. a 
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15 Come to Dinner. n ike Syphers:-. 


16 Fog Horn Documents. “u 25 
17 The Devil Still Ahead. " s 
18 Sulpped Up A in La E 
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31 The Great Wrestling Match. '**  .. 
22 Discussion with Elder Shelton. Bennett.. 


ett 
24 Christians at Work. Wm. McDonnell....... 
25 Discussion with George Snode. Bennett.. 
2 Underwood's rayer 
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83 What has Christianity Done Preston.» 


$9 The True Saint. S.P. Putnam... 
40 o Bsp Nature versus the Bib 
GIB.....ee dessen now 
41 Our Kccleslastical Gentry. Bennett. 
42 Elijah the Tishbite. ny att 
43 Christianity a Borrowed Syst 
44 Design Argument Refuted, 
45 Elisha the Prophet. Bennett. 
46 Did Jesus Really Exist? ** . 
47 Cruelty and Credulity of the 
Daniel Arter...... E EROR 
43 r'reethought in the Hen 
49 Sensible Conclusions. E.E, Guild.... 
50 Jonah and the Big Fish. Bennett.. 
51 Sixteen Truth Seeker Leaflets. No.1... 
53 Marples-Underwood Debate. Underwood.. 
63 Questions for Bible Worshipers. e EY 
64 Án Open Letter to Jesus Christ. Bennett.... 
55 The Bible God Disproved by Nature. W. É 
Coleman ge B 
86 Bible Cont ee 


Te. 
61 History of the Deyil. Isaac P ad 


68 Ruth's Idea of Heaven and Mine. 
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Paine’s Anniversary. C. A. Codman........ ie 
72 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. Bennett... 
"S Foundations. John Syphers........-..««-.--- ves 
7á Danielin the Lyon's Den. Bennett. 


E. Hour withthe Devil. ^ * ...... 
g Reply to Erastus F. Brown. D. M. Benne 


$9 The Belstionship of Jesns, Jehovah, and the Vir- 
Mary. . E. Coleman........ mom 


. Bennett. ..... eese. coso 
84, Moody's Sermon on Hell. Rev. J. P. Hopps ` 


ODdon..........eee eee cepe rt trennt ntn 
B datter, Motion, Life, and Mind. Bennett........ 
86 An Enquiry About God's Sons. D. M. Bennett... 
87 Freethought Judged by its Fruits. Underwood 
B8 David, God's Peculiar Favorite. E. D. Slenker. 
89 Logic of Prayer. Charles Stephenson............- 
90 Biblo-Mania. Otto Cordates......... e eses eese 
91 Our Ideas of God. B. F. Underwood. ............. 
92 The Bible; isit Divinely Inspired? Dr. D. Arter. 
93 Obtaining gardon for Sins. Hudson Tuttle....... 
84 The New Raven. Will Cooper........sccccsccceee 
95 Jesus Christ. Bennett.. 
96 Ichabod Crane Papers... 
97 Special Providences. W.S. 
98 Snakes. Mrs. E. D. Slenker...... 


99 Do the Works of Nature Prove a C ? Sciota. 
100 140th Anniversary of Thomas Paine's Birthday. 
Bennett e£ ais... .... cese ener 


` 302 The Old Religion and the New. W. S, Bell...... 


103 Does the Bible Teach us all we Know? Bennett 
104 Evolution of Israel's God. A, L. Rawson........ 
105 Decadence of Christianity. Capphro.......... . 
106 Franklin, Washington, and Jefferson Unbeliey- 


ers, Bennett............... . 
107 The Safe Side. H.B. Brown. 
108 The Holy Bible a Historical 
110 Invocation to the Universe. Bennett.. 
111 Reply to Scientific American. Bennett 
12 Sensible Sermon. Rey. M. J. Savage. 
118 Come to Jesus. Bennett...... NEM 
4 Where Was Jesus Born? §. H. Preston.. 
5 The Wonders of Prayer. Bennett.... 
116 The Sunday Question. Bennett....... 
117 Constantine the Great. 8. H. Preston........... i 


121 Ingersoll's Review of his Re rs 
122 The Great Religions of the World. B 
123 Paine Vindicated. Ingersolland the Observer.. 
124 Sinful Saints. Bennett........ m 
325 German Liberalism. Clara Neyman.... me 
Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. B. F. 
Underwood ...............--.. Nem 
127 Tyndallon Man's Soul........ eves 
129 Who was Jesus Christ? Coleman. 
180 The Ethics of Religion. Clifford. 
181 Paine was Junius. W.H. Burr...... 
182 My Religious Belief. Ela E. Gibson. ș 
133 The ‘Authority of the Bible. . Underwor 
184 Talks with the Evangelists.......... . 
185 Ia There s Future Life? Bennette...... 
136 Zorauemada and the Inquisition. Bennett.. 
137 Christian Love. C.L. James............. 
188 Science of the Bible. John Jasper. 
199 Massacre of St. Bartholomew. 
140 Astro-Theology......- e eeeneoe 
34i Infidelity. H. W. Beecher 
142 Synopsis of All Relig 
143 Chang Wau Ho. El 
144 The Comstock Laws 
145 U You Take Away My Religion, What Will You 


(MEN WOMEN, AND GUDD 
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a STANDARD MEDICAL WORK 


8 d j : i 
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i BY HELEN H. GARDENER. | For YOUNG & MIDDLE-AGED MEN 
Hd » X WS Introduction by poe ONLY 31 BY MAIL, POSTPAID.  . 
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d ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. % / 


KNOW THYSELF. 4 
A Great Medical Work on Manhood 

Exhausted Vitality, Nervousand Physical Debility, 
Premature Decline in Man, Errors of Youth, and 
the untold miseries resulting from indiscretion or 
excesses. A book for every man, young, middie- 
aged and old. It contains 125 prescriptions for all 
acute and chronic diseases, each one of which 1s in- 
valuable. So found by the author, whose experi- 


ence for 23 years is such as probably never before 
fell to the lot of any physician. 300 pages, bound in 


In connection with another firm we have just published Helen H. Gardener's first volume. 
Helen H. Gardener was first introduced to the public by Col. Ingersoll, since when she has 
won a place in the hearts of all Freethinkers by her ability, and by the bmilliancy of her. lect- 
ures. The contents of the volume are: 


MEN, WOMEN, AND GODS: Introduetory;| mies; Geographical Religion; Revelation; Evi- 
Accident Insurance; Chiefly Women; Why! dence of Faith; Did He talk? What You 
Women Support It; What It Teaches; From| May Think; Intellectual Gag-Law; The Vi- 
Moses to Paul The Fruitof the Treeof Knowl-| carious Theory the Cause of Crime; Revision; 
edge; Knowledge Not a Crime; As Much In-| The Church’s Money-Box; Shall Progress Stop? 
spired as Any of It. l d: HISTORICAL FACTS AND THEOLOGICAL 

VICARIOUS ATONEMENT: Fear, Beginning | FICTIONS: Church Fictions; Historical Facts. 


w 


to Think; Creeds; Self-Control What We Need; | . —(Civilization, Comparativ Statūs, Women as | beautiful French muslin, Sihossen covere, tull gtlt, 
icari isti à ati iy , uarantee e ner wo! nse—me- 
Vicarious Atonement Not a Christian Inven-| Persons, Education, As Wives, Not Woman's hant iite and Professional—than any other 


work sold in this country for $2.60, or the money 
will be refunded in every instance. Price only $1.00 
by mail, post paid.  Illustrativ sample 6 cents. 
Send now. Gold medal awarded the author by the 
National Medical Association, to the president of 
which, the Hon. P. A. Bissell, and associate officers 
of the Board the reader is respectfully referred. 

The Science of Life should be read by the young 
for instruction, and by the afflicted for relief. It 
will benefit all.—London Lancet. 
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x Science of Life will not be useful, whether youth, 
a S I ` L H a parent, guardian, instructor, or clergy man.-—Argo- 
3 d * naut. "^ 
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1 Wages; Private and Social Wealth; Land Own-|to Legislators; Conclusion. 
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Odds and j Grids. ! 


How waived &hiter -load the” people of t England 
would hav tö Garry to-day; how-much ‘better off 
might be her poorer classes; "had sha ‘not spent the 
thousands ofi ions ` in war that she-has;to say 
nothing of the Hundreds of thousands that hav 
laid down their lives for glory! True, she would 
hav fewer colonies than she has now; her domin- 
ions would not extend:all around the globe; but it 
is very probable that her people” would be happier. 
—D. M. Bennett. 


Tre deity is known to us Guy by his production; 
and is a single being in the universe, not compre- 
hended under any species or genus, from whose ex- 
perienced attributes or qualities we can, by anal- 
ogy, infer any attribute or quality in him. As the 
universe shows wisdom and goodness, we infer wis- 
dom and goodness. As it shows a particular de- 
gree of these perfeetions, we infer a particular de- 
gree of them, precisely adapted to the effect which 
we examin. But further attributes, or further de- 
grees of the same attributes, we can never be 
authorized to infer or suppose, by any rules of just 
reasoning. Now, without some such license of 
supposition, it is impossible for us to argue from 
the cause, or infer any alteration in the effect, be- 
yond what has immediately fallen under our ob- 
servation.—Hume’s Essays. 


THE manner in which a nation in the aggregate 
treats animals, is one chief measure of its real civil- 
ization. The Latin races, as we know, came forth 
badly.from this examination; we Germans, not 
half well enough. Buddhism has done more in 
this direction than Christianity, and Schopenhauer 
more than all ancient and modern philosophers to- 
gether, The warm sympathy with sentient nature 
which pervades all the writings of Schopenhauer, 
is one of the most pleasing aspects of his thoroughly 
intellectual, yet often unhealthy and unprofitable, 
philosophy. —Strauss’s Old and New Faith. 


T wounp noi enter on my list of friends, | 

Those grand with polished manners and fine sense, 

'The man who needlessly sets foot upon a worm. 

An inadvertent step may crush the snail 

That crawls at evening in the public path 

(A necessary act incurs no blame), 

But he that has numanity, forewarned, 

Will step aside and let the reptil liv; 

For they are as free to liv and to enjoy that life, 

As God was free to make them at the first, 

Who, in his sovereign wisdom, made them all. 
—Cowper, 


Tux question is not concerning the being, but 
the nature of God. "This I affirm, from the infirm- 
ities of the human understanding, to be altogether 
incomprehensible and unknown to us. The es- 
sence of that supreme mind, his attributes, the 
manner of his existence, the very nature of his 
duration; these and every particular, which re- 
gards so divine a being, are mysterious to men. 
Finite, weak, and blind creatures, we ought to 
humble owrselvs in his august presence; and, con- 
scious of our frailties, adore in silence his infinit 
perfections. They are covered in a deep cloud 
from human curiosity. It is profaneness to at- 
tempt penetrating throug)i these sacred obscur- 
ities; and next to impiety of denying his existence 
is the temerity of prying into his nature and es- 
sence, decrees and attributes.—H*mes Dialogs on 
Natural Religion. 


Tux doctrin of demonism led to the witchcraft 
horrors, and cost the lives of untold thousands of 
innocent human beings during a period that has 
been justly called the age of insanity. During the 
twelye centuries, from the first Council of Nice to 
the dawn of Western rationalism, a sane inhabi- 
tant of Christian Europe must hav felt like a philos- 
opher caged in a lunatic asylum, and subjected to 
the control of a brainless and heartless keeper. . . 

: The god of nature bears witness against the God 
of Galilee. To all who hav eyes to see and ears to 
hear, skepticism has become a religious duty. It 
was once blasphemous to deny the trinitarian dog- 
ma, it is now blasphemous to defend it. The 
slanderer of nature has ceased to be our God. 
The men who were killed for ‘‘ heresies” against 
the Christian creed hav become martyrs of a higher 
religion.—etic L. Oswald. 


'To-pay I hav got out of all trouble, or rather I hav 
cast out all trouble, for it was not outside, but 
within, and in my opinion. Take away thy opinion 
and then there is taken away the complaint, ‘I 
hav been harmed.” Take away the complaint, “I 
hav been harmed,” and the harm has been taken 
away. Begin the morning by saying to thyself: 
* I shall meet the busybody, the ungratful, the ar- 
rogant, the deceitful, the envious, the unsocial— 
all things happen to them by reason of their igno- 
rance of what is good,” — Antoninus 


ÅMBITION, My son, says the paternal editor of the 
Boston Transcript, is what other people hav; itis a 
very bad element in anybody’s composition: ; Never 
be ambitious, my gon, but simply show an honest 
and praiseworthy desire to excel. 
see the difference, aud will act accordingly: 


' Sone person who deserves to be hanged has writ- 
ten the following reasons why women are called 
ducks: Because they are not all tame. Because 
there is a good deal of sport to be got out of the 
wild ones. Because they may be captured. :Be- 
cause they may be sold. Because, as proved by 
the results of public examinations, they may be 
plucked. Because, as we can see in the illustrated 
newspapers, they may be drawn. Because they 
may be beautifully done, a good deal of butter be- 
ing usually employed in the process. Because they 
are often well basted. Because they are always 
dressed in some fashion for dinner, 
hav long bills, 
them in the market. 


GOING TO CHURCH.—A DOMESTIC FARCE IN ONE SCENE; 


Dramatis Persone,—The dro family, consist= 
ing of A. Juggins, senior, di 
gins, Emma, Rose, and Florrie. 


Scene, a parlor; time, Sunday evening at "6: :80. 
Family discovered conversing. 

Mr. J.: “Well, my dears, it is half-past six, we 
must see about being off tochurch. I suppose you 
are all going as usual?” 

J..dr.: Oh, I can’t go to-night; I “hav Promised 
to meet Tottie at seven o’clock, and I wouldn't dis- 
appoint her for the world." (Fastens his masher. 
collar, at the imminent perii of cutting his [2/7] "oat, 
and evit hastily.) 

Mar. J.: “Well, Augustus has gone after that bar- 
maid of his; but I suppose we can make up a party 
to do the respectable thing at St. Cucumber’s. (Zo 
wife) Are you going, my dear?” 

Mns. J.: .*I hav a beastly headache, and that 
horrid organ always makes it worse. PU stop at 
home to-night.” ` 


' MR. J.: “Another deserter! Well, what do you 
girls say?” 
Rose: “I’m sure I sha’n’t go. My dress is a 


shabby old thing, and my bonnet is not fit to go 
outin. Last Sunday Mrs. Pieces wore a new three- 
ply bombazin jacket, and had a Guinevere hat 
trimmed with green baize ruching. She put on 
airs because I hav worn the same old bonnet for 
two months, and I nearly died with vexation as I 
sat next to her. I’m not going to church to look a 
fright, and St. Cucumber’s must worry along with- 
out me till you let me hava new dress and a hat 
like Mrs. Pieces’, So there!" (Tears ad tib.) 

Mz. J.: “Well, I will see about the finery. But 
you will go, Florrie, won't you?” 

FLORRIE: “I can’t to-night, papa. I hav prom- 
ised to accompany Jenny Jumper to hear the Rev. 
Silas Windbag, the Roaring Devil-smasher of the 
Alleghanies. I wouldn'& miss him ‘for anything. 
He is over here on a preaching tour, and is such a 
dear man! He preaches in a tent, and when he 
gets excited he makes the roof flap. Jenny heard 
him last Sunday, and she says he gave her a cold 
chill fourteen times in the hour. I must go, and I 
shalt.” 

Mr. J.: “All right, trot away. He'll be smashing 
devils somewhere else next week, and then per- 
haps the old shop and old Mr. Snuffleton will be 
good enough for you. Well, Emma, you and I 
must go together,” 

- Exma: “O yes, papa, I will go' with pleasure. 


'The Rev. Emanuel Duck is to preach to-night, and |: 


Iam dying to hear him again. He is a perfect pet 
of a man, and has such lovely white teeth! I 
never enjoyed a sermon so much as the one he 
preazzse last Sunday, on—on—I forget what it was 
on; but his dear blue eyes were fixed on me all the 
time, and his sweet tenor voice went straight to my 
Soul. I shall be ready in half a minute!” 

Mr. J.: “What! Is that clerical masher, Duck, 
going to preach to-night? That simpering, oily, 
painted tailor’s dummy going to hold forth? He's 
only put up to catch the silly girls; his sermons are 
Simply bosh and water. If old Snuffleton—who 
does, at least, send you quietly to sleep—intends to 
sail his ship with Captain Duck at the helm, here's 
one of his crew who takesaleap overboard! *Dear 
blue eyes! indeed! (Sarcasticalty.) Never heard 
of any flighty fool of a girl who wants to be Mrs. 
Emanuel Duck, hav you?” " 

Ena (indignant): I didn't expect you would 
insult the curate and your daughter! It’s too bad. 
(fears adlib., as before.) 

Mr. J.: * What! another grand display of foun- 
tains? Well, Pm off to the Pig and Whistle to hav 
a chat on politics with old Jawkins. Shan’t be in 
tileleven!" (Exit and curtain.) 

NorE.—The Established church of England is 


the bulwark of our glorious British constitution.— 
G. S. in London Freethinker, 


Of course”you. 


Because they |: 
Because there are always plenty of {>> 


to junior, Mrs. Jug- |. 
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States. By M. E. Biuumoes. Shows how 
thick and. fast the ‘godly. hav fallen from 
grace. Price, 25 cents. 


Deity Analyzed and the Devils De- 


fense. 
Joan R. Kerso, A.M.: These are rmong 
the ablest lectures ever delivered, and 
should be read by everybody. $1. 50. 


Last Will and Testament of Jean 
` Meslier, a curate of a Roman church 
in France, containing the best of his writ- 
ings. 25 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. A radical novel 
of marked ability. By FREDERIKA Mac- 
DONALD. 404 pages. Price reduced to 

$1.25. 
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or Physiognomy Illustrated. The 
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trated. by 260 wood cuts. By Joszpx 
Srwws, M.D. 650 pages, 8 vo. Cloth, 
$3.00; leather, $4.00; morocco, gilt 
edges, $4.50. 
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10 cents. 
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Pocket Theology. By Voras. Com: 
prising terse, witty, and sarcastie defini- 
tions of the terms used in theology. The 
only edition in English. 25 cents. 
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the Bible.—The God of the Bible,—T'he Messiah or 
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“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.’ 
By B. W. Lacy. 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priest’s 


sophistry, unfairness, and histor- 
ical misstatement. 
Price, Cloth, 31; Paper, 50 Cents. 
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‘His Char - 
From the Analysis 
of Religious Belief. : By Viscount AMBER- 


Erri. From’ the Englisli; Very Rich.. 


In Six Lectures by Col: 


Bews of the Week. 


Tus: Grant- monument fund is more than 


ms 
lishment 4 in “Whitechapel,. “London, has bon 


Loss, £60,000. 


"TTyPnvs féver is prevalent in the Albany 
penitentiary. Eleven deaths hav occurred, 
and-there are now sixty patients. 4 


burnt. 


BiarsE's book, t Twenty Years of Con- 
_ gress,” is practically complete, and the second 


volume is announced for the latter part of this 


month. 


THeRE were in this. city last year 80,088 
births; 35,696 deaths; 11,716 marriages; 159 
foundlings; 74,872 arrests, 54,888 of whom 
were-women; and 281,170 immigrants arrived. 


* On-account of the prevalent hydrophobia 


‘ ‘care, the municipal authorities of New York . 


iav established" a dog-pound, and policemen 
pare instructed to kill or JE capture all unmuzzled 
. dogs. : 

FREDERIOK FISHEL, of this city, stole $75,- 
000 from his employers, spent it on a woman 
and on cards and the races, and ran away to 
Canada. He- is now a prisoner at the police 
central office. 


Tue proposition is up to divide the territory 
of Dakota and make the southern half a state. 
Dakotians are greatly excited over the matter, 
and many of them are at Washington to look 
after their interests. 


Tue total number of business failures in the 


.| United States in 1885 was 10,637 against 10,- 


968 in 1884. The amount of money involved 
in the failures for 1885 was little more than 
one-half that of the previous year. 

Errors are still. being made to recover the 
bodies of the twenty-six miners who were im- 
prisoned and suffocated by the recent accident 
at the Nanticoke, Pa., coal mine. 
pected that a month will be required to reach 
the. bodies. 


Tre Rev. Dr. George R. Bristor, whose 
sixteen-year-old servant, Ida Downs, accuses 
him of criminally assaulting her, received 
three persons into the Spring Valley Methodist 
church last Sunday, and administerer the 
communion service. 

Tue New Year struck New Yorleamid great 

oise made by innumerable horns, whistles, 
and bells. The old habits of making calls 
and filling up with exhilarating fluids was 
widely observed. On January 2d the streets 
were thronged with ladies making calls on 
one another. 


Governor -Hitt of New York was inaugu- 
rated on New Year’s Day. The ceremonies of 
the occasion were conducted with a ‘‘Jeffer- 
sonian simplicity " which excelléd in magnifi- 
cence and ornate display those attending the 
inauguration of any of the forty-seven pre- 
vious governors of New York. 


Tue Rev. Mr. Gray, of Millerton, and Miss 
Rachel Nicolson, of Fox Harbor, N. 5., came 
to New York and put upat a hotel last Friday 
night. Saturday morning the woman was 
unconscious from inbaling gas, and it is sup- 
posed that she blew her light out instead of 
turning it off. She is recovering, and Mr. 
‘Gray says he will marry her as soon as she is 
well enough. 


Tux children who went from Newark, N. J., 
to Chemist Pasteur at París to be inoculated 
for hydrophobia are now on their way home. 
M. Pasteur thinks they are out of danger. 
There is to be a Pastcur institute in America 
where the great chemist's researches may be 
Jaid before physicians here. Articles of in- 
corporation of such an institute hav already 
been signed. ` 

'Tomry-g1GHT men hav lost their lives in 
constructing the new Croton aqueduct in 
Westchester county, this state, commenced 
last year. The grand jury fail to find evi. 


` dence of any criminal carelessness on the part 


of those in charge of the work. It is said that 
in the construction of the Hoosac tunnel in 
Massachusetts the loss of life was sixty-eight 


4 men to the mile. 


PRESIDENT CLEVELAND in à reU t letter to 
a New York man says: ‘‘I don’t "Bunk there 
ever was a time when newspaper lying was 
so general and so mean as at present, and 
there never was & country under the sun 
where it flourished as it does in this. The 
falsehoods daily spread before the people in 
our newspapers, while they are proofs of the 
mental ingenuity of those engaged in news- 
paper work, are insults to the American love 
for decency and fair play of which we boast,” 
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“THE SPIDER AND THE FLY” 


pts dotes and Clippings. 


Tux Philadelphia Academy of Science has 
just receiv:d a bequest of over $51,000, yield- 
ing a present incomé of $1,500. 

Miss Jane Banororr, Ph.D., has resigned 
a professorship in the Woman’s College of 
Evanston, Ill., to accept the Chair of History 
in Bryn Mawr College. 

- Mors people die in one year from trichi- 


. niasis than in twenty years from hydrophobia. 
Yet the owners of hogs pay.no tax, buy no. 


muzzles, and hav no hogs shot down. 

A Louvre man who has no late night- 
work away from ‘home. calls for a tax of $100 
on ‘pistols. The Courier-Journal thinks a 


. better scheme would be to raise the “price of 


whisky to $100 a drink. 
Tur St. Louis Globe-Democrat says that 


: while there may be reason to think that small- 


pox has been sent upon Canada as a punish- 
ment for her sins, it is very difficult to believe 
that she is so desperately wicked that she 


. should be required at the same time to en- 


dure a series of lectures by Joseph Cook. | 


True treasury department has denied the 
application of the Rev. Ladislaus Grabowski, 
of Polonia, Wis., made to the president, for 
the free entry of a, confessional &nd other 
articles imported at Néw York for the use of 
his church. The articles in question consist 
mainly of tulle in the piece, embroidered with 
metal, chandeliers with lustred crystals or 


glass, and finished materials for the construc- 


tion of confessionals. It is held that these 
articles are not embraced in any of the pro- 
visions of the free list exempting regalia, 


statuary, etc., imported for religious societies, 
from payment of duty. 


CmaPLAIN Bass, of the penitentiary in 
Brooklyn, says that twenty years ago only 
five per cent of the prisoners had previously 
been Sunday-school pupils, but that now 
seventy-five per cent of actual and-suspected 
criminals hav been such. Another minister, 


"Mr. Crafts, givs an account of an inebriate 


asylum where the per cent is eighty ; and an- 
other of fallen women, where all hav been in 
Sunday-schools. 

Iw the investigation being made of the con- 
duet of the excise commissioners of New 
York city in licensing immoral resorts, Mr. 
R. A: Gibornz-a wine-dealer who: supplies 
liquors to the Haymarket, one of the most in- 
famous of the city's dives, answered thus a 
question as to whether the women he had 
seen in frequent visits there appeared to be 
reputable: ‘‘In my judgment, as a good 


Christian, I ought not to say anything about 
the character of women of whom I know , 


nothing." i 

Tur Congo Free State. has entered the 
postal union. 
from five to fifty centimes has now been 
adopted, and five different postage stàmps 
issued, all bearing the profile of King Leo- 
pold and the words, ‘‘ Etat Independent du 
Congo.” 
transacted in Brussels by four ministers, who 
preside over the departments of justice, 
finance, foreign affairs, and commerce, and 
the interior and police. The state is divided 
into four administrativ districts, each having 
a governor, and all being under the charge of 
Col. De Winton, the administrator-general. 
The four governors hav had several years’ ex- 


A list of postal rates ranging : 


The business of the new state is | 


perience on the Congo, and were among the 


- most trusted and enthusiastic of Stanley's 


lieutenants. 


A: DREADFUL famin prevails in Eagle Island, 
-Treland. : Last year's. potato crop was the 
most scanty known for many years, and of 
the few potatoes gathered one-half were dis- 
'eased. "Many hav implored the Dublin Castle 
authorities to assist these poor people to earn 
& living by building certain much-needed 
_public works. The only reply of the officials 
was: “ The poorhouse is open." This reply 
is as absurd as it is brutal. The nearest poor- 
! house is thirty miles distant from there, and 
| if crowded to th» roof could not hold one- 
sixtli of the people who are now facing star- 
vation. ' z 
A CORRESPONDENT of the Church Standard 
writes on Dr. Farrar’s sermon in Trinity 
church, saying: “I would like to strip off 
mere verbiage and ingenious alliteration, and 
ask what Canon Farrar. meant when he said 
that God is ‘not coffined in ancient creeds.’ 


Jf the English language means anything, these 
i words express contempt for the ancient 
creeds. If such works had been uttered by 
Robert Ingersoll, I should not hav been in the 
least surprised, as he has never professed to 
believe in the ancient creeds. As a church- 
man I believe in no other God except the God 
set forth by the Catholic church in the an- 
cient creeds. And yet, according to Canon 
Farrar’s rhetoric, my deity is not a living 
God; for a coffin incloses only the dead, 
whether gods or men. Iask you, Mr. Editor, 
in all sincerity, what do you think of such an 
expression concerning the creeds of the 
church from one who professes to be a priest 
of the church?” 


Tue Evangelist says: ‘‘ When we are say- 
ing to ourselvs, Peace and safety, we are in 
the greatest danger; for another cloud rises 
and darkens the land. It is the shadow of 
Nihilism—not Russian Nihilism, which aims 


.only at the overthrow of political institutions, 


but something far more destructiv, as it aims 
at the overthrow of our religious faith. A 
generation ago much was said of the danger 
of German Rationalism, as in the generation ' 
before much had been said of the danger of 
French Infidelity. But America has pro- 
duced a form of unbelief that throws these . 
into the shade—a skepticism which strikes at 
faith even in God the father almighty, and in 
life everlasting. It is cold-blooded Atheism 
which stalks abroad in this land of the Pil- 
grim fathers." i 


** Business,” says M. J. Savage, ‘‘ has done 
more to make the world truthful than all the 
instituted religions of the past put together. 
Jt is feared that religion has not been very 
potent in this direction. The one thing that 
was needed to giv mankind a sense of brother- 
hood was that races should know each other; 
and the one thing that has helped on this mu- 
tual acquaintance more than all else is com- 
merce. The world’s business, then, has done 
more for philanthropy, for justice, for deliv- 
erance from oppression, than all other agen- 
cies combined. Through a large part of hu- 
man history the intensely religious ages hav 
not been distinguished for social purity, for 
truth-telling, for honesty, for kindness, or for 
justice. And in no great commercial city of 
Europe or America is a business man trusted 
any sooner to-day because he is a church- . 
member or is prominent in any religious 
movement." i 
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Communications, 


Institutions.” 


Monsignor Capel recently delivered a lecture on 
this subjeet in California, in the course of which he 
said: 20 í 

There are, at the lowest calculation, from eight to twelve 
millions of Catholics in the land who areas true to American 
principles as the needle is to the pole, and who are daily in- 
creasing in number and in influence, and to say that the 
teaching of the Catholic church to such people is dangerous 
to the American republic is a declaration so false that he who 
makes it should be branded as a public enemy, a disturber of 
that peace which should be the bond of union in American 


«The Catholic Church the Mainstay of American. 


‘society. 


Is the lecturer simple enough to believe that Amer- 
icans hav forgotten the past history of the Catholic 
church, of her Inquisitions, her -autos-da-fé, her 
wholesale murder of those who disbelieved in her 
pernieious doctrins? Does he forget that his church 
teaches it as a paramount duty of her supporters that 
they must yield implicit obedience to a foreign poten- 
tate, the pope, and that wherever the church has ob- 
tained a footing it has invariably bred dissension, 
disruption, and disunion, and has never been at ease 
until those governments were totally overthrown and 
the cross—that emblem of superstition and cruelty, 
along with disease and moral death—substituted in 
their places? Again, he says: 

The teachings of the millions of Catholics in America—so 
far from. being dangerous to the integrity of American insti- 
tutions,-or their preservation—is the firmest chain that can 
link American citizens together, and thus the Catholic church 
becomes at: once the strongest mainstay of the American re- 
public. "The enemies of the church and the American auton- 
omy are constantly crying out that Catholicity is a foreign 
religion for the reason that Catholics render obedience to the 


pope. But who can tell the world what relizion is pecu- 
liarly American in its invention? : 

Spiritualism is about the only form of religious frenzy 
which America has developed thus far—Ejpiscopalianism, 
Methodism, and all other isms having been imported into this 
country from England or some other portion of Europe; 
hence all forms of religion are alike foreign, and thus the 
charge against Catholicism—as being alone foreisn—is as 
false as it i&fraudulent. 


Does Capel forget that Pope Gregory VIL, other- 
wise known as Hildebrand, who came into power by 
poisoning his predecessor Alexander (1073), and who 
died in exile for his many crimes (1085), had drawn 
up in. the year 1075 a declaration of papal rights 
which hav been enforced with vigor by the succeed- 


ing popes (as long as they had the power) and hav 
been submitted to by papists as ordinances from } 


God ? . "There are twenty-seven of them, and perfect 
beauties at that. Space will not permit mention of 
them all, but I will select just a few directly bearing 
on the subject under discussion: 2. The title uni- 
versal belongs.to the Roman pontiff alone. 7. The 
pope has power, according to circumstances, to make 
new laws, to create new churches, to transform a 
chapter into an abbey, to divide a rich bishopric into 
two, and to unite two poor bishoprics. 8. He alone 
has the.right to assume the attributes of empire. 
12. He has aright to depose emperors (and presi- 
dents‘ also, I suppose). 16. No council can call itself 
general without the order of the pope. 17. No chap- 
ter, no book, can be reputed canonical without his 
authority. 19. He cannot be judged by anybody. 
22, The Roman church is never wrong, and never 
falls into error. 27. The pope can release the sub- 
jects of bad princes from all oaths of allegiance (of 
course all princes who were not papists were bad). 

These absurd, wild, extravagant, and wicked -pre- 
tensions were acquiesced in.and submitted to by the 
court of Rome, and are to this day contended for, 
and would be enforced, in this country, had that de- 
testable monster, the papal church, the power to do 
so. Neither Spiritualism, Materialism, nor any other 
ism, originated in this country, but be it said to the 
honor of the supporters of all except Catholicism 
that their belief does not exact allegiance to a foreign 
spiritual prince, as Romanism does. A Romanist 
cannot be true to his teachings and be a devoted cit- 
izen of this country—an utter impossibility. He 
further said: 

Our blessed redeemer cannot be called a foreigner in any 
portion of the world formed ont of nothing by the hand of 
God. Nor can the religion he formed be called foreign, ex- 
cept by those fanatics who are ignorant of her teachings and 
her history. The twelve apostles were not looked upon as 
foreigners by the nativs of the lands they visited, nor wasthe 
Catholic church which they refresented thus rebuked by the 
peoples among whom they were called to preach God's truth. 
‘The church was commanded to teach “all nations," hence 
her home is in all lands, as she represents God’s kingdom in 
every clime comprised within the entire universe. Long be- 
fore the caravel of Columbus touched the shores of America, 
and long before Protestantism was known in the world, re- 


. publics had existed in Europe, and were never menaced in 


their principles or disturbed in their progress by the presence 
of the Catholic church in their midst. The church of God is 
consonant with all kinds of governments; she can exist under 
monarchy or republicanism, and so long as she can exercise 
her religious mission she heeds not what form of civil organ- 
ism surrounds her. In the opinion of the speaker, the best 
forms of government were a limited monárchy and a repub- 
lic, with a preference for the latter; but popes and priests 
hav nought to do with any form of government, so long as 
such civil rule is. not antagonistic to the divine Jaw 


As the Catholic church was not founded until after 
the year 324 4.»;, itis rather presumpttous for Capel 
‘to claim that the apostles represented it in their 
travels. 
of ‘any European republic that existed during ‘the 
period that Romanism held sway?’ History does. not 


record: the fact. - It-must: hàv:been-in the wilds: of 


‘Asia or Africa, where thè. blighting- influence of 
popery could never reach them. How can the church 
of God be consonant with all kinds of governments; 
when heretical rulers (all. outside of popery) are de- 
nounced with the bitterest hatred by that very 
church? That church has manufactured “ divine 
law” to suit its own convenience. Is the man for- 
getful, ignorant of history, or a falsifier? He con- 
tinues thus: i ae 


The moment an American Catholic child reaches the age of 
reason, it is taught by the church that it has certain duties 
to perform toward God, its neighbor, and its country. It is 
told that it:must love God, be just to its neighbor, and be 
true to its nativ land. In this way Catholic children are 
molded into model American citizens, possessing that indi- 
vidualism which is so characteristic a feature of the citizens 
of this country. Moreover, the church, inculcates the value 


of virtue and morality into the breast of every child educated : 


under her supervision. She teaches that the family isthe 
fundamental basis of the strength and perpetuity of any gov- 
ernment, no matter by what name they may be designated. 
The family was founded by Almighty God, and ** what he 


had joined togetherlet no man put asunder.” Such is the | 


teaching of -the church, and in thus instilling into the minds 
of the youth of America a love of God, a friendship for their 
fellow-citizens, arid a patriotic ardor for American principles, 
the Catholic church proves herself the mainstay of American 
institutions. gay : z 
From the moment the child of a Romanist mother 
is born into. the world, the offices of the priest are 
called into action—aye ! long before that ; the mother 
is “churched” and is well-versed into the “patent 
morality" of Romanism. The abuses and crimes of 
the confessional are vivid in her memory; and asa 
natural consequencé become interwoven with the very 
existence of the embryotic child... Those are the 
seeds of that. “virtue and. morality" of. which this 
traveling falsifier "speaks so glowingly. .Where can 
children be found ‘that are more disrespectful to their 
parents, more lawless in their acts, more criminal 
than the children of Romanisfs, taken as a whole? 
In support of Capel’s declaration that the. church. 
is the champion of -virtue‘and morality, I will make a 
few extracts from the “ Sacred Roman Chancery,” in 
which is. contained the -exact sums to be levied for 
the pardon of each: particular sin. As long as par- 
dons are in the market, so long will crime be ram- 
pant: f d CE 
Robbing a church ...... $9.25. Priest to keep a concu- ` 


SIMON ..... sees .22.90| DIME .........eenennee 2.25 
Perjury, forgery, lying. 2.00 | Ravishing a virgin....... 2.00 
Robbery .........e 3 Murder of father, moth- 
Burning a house A er, sister, brother, or 
Eating meat in Lent... 2.76, wife ..... eee 2.00 
Killing a layman.......... 1:75 | Nun, for frequent forni- 
Striking a priest.......... 2.75 | . cation in or out of . 
Procuring abortion...... 1.50} nunnmery.................. 5.00 
Dead men excommuni- Marrying on forbidden 
cated....... eese 8.00|  days............... ss 10.00 


All incests; rapes, adulteries, and fornications committed by 
a priest with his relations, nuns, married women, virgins, and 
concubines, with the joint pardon of all crimes together, $12. 
. The above are selected from. Hawee's “Church 
History," Smith's * Errors of the Church of Rome,” 
Watson's “ Theological Tracts,” and Moshiem’s “‘ Ec- 
clesiastical History.” It is somewhat strange that 
the priests should deny that indulgences are granted, 
and yet print a book with all the rules, regulations, 
grades of crime, and prices attached thereto, for the 
guidance of those priests. 

Passing over his frivolous remarks about divorce, 
family ties, etc., I come to where he says: 

The Infidel element of our day has transferred the power 
which comes from God to the people. But we must not bé 
deceived by the specious assertions of such transposers of 
truth. Every man—from the president to the humblest— 
derives whatever power he possesses, in the family or the 
nation, from almighty God, and to him must he render an 
account of his stewardship. There were fully forty thousand 
Catholics in America during its struggle for independence, 
and to à man they were found on the side of American lib- 
erty. Catholic France, Irelànd, and Poland sent their sons to 
help in the holy cause of this nation's freedom. Washington, 
the father of his country, had so high an opinion of Catholic 
aid and valor in that memorable struggle that he highly eu- 
logized the Catholic element for its assistance, both by land 
and sea, in the cause of liberty and right. . And even at this 
day the Catholic element is most prominent.in the military 
defenders of this country. . At every military post Catholics 
are found who are ready to imperil their lives.in defense of 
liberty's flag against any foeman, whether foreign or domes- 
tic. 

His assertions about man getting his power from 
God is mere balderdash and not worth noticing. He 
prates about the Romanists’ services during the war 
of Independence, and their. present loyalty to the 
United States government. A military life is an easy 
and a lazy life in time of peace; and that is why so 
many of the “faithful” are found there. Again, many 
of them. hav no trades (except praying and preying), 
and thus enlist in the army.- Their services in the 
Revolutionary wars was more the result of hatred to 
England than of patriotism for the United States. I 
suppose it was patriotism which brought them over 
here to fight for King. George III. in 1776 to '83. 
During the Civil War the South furnished as many 
Homanists in proportion to its population, to fight 


Can Capel inform us the name and location. 


iof other governments even in modern days. 


‘crime. E 
‘Greek church. When the truth is told about her. - 
"past and present crimes the cry is raised of “ bigots 


against and destroy the government, as the North did 


to uphold it. And as for loyalty, and. citizenship, 


many of them only acknowledge it and claim’ protec: ` 


tion of the United. States government. when- their. 


lives are iv danger as a forfeit of outraged law in' 


foreign countries. The talk about Romanists being 


loyal is a glaring falsehood. ‘Americans are not so’. 
foolish or blind as to believe Capels glowing hes. : 
Washington warned bis countrymen to “‘beware of 
foreign influences and powers.” 
further. EN > 

The Catholic church impregnates the mind of every child ur 
jn her schools with a love for virtue and hatred of vice. The -` 
old republics of Rome fel through the vicious customs of; 
their citizens, and if we in America are not careful, history : 


He says: . 


will repeat itself in our downfall, just as it did in the dissolu- 


wealth, unlimited luxury, and unbridled sensuality are the 
worst foes af Christian governments in these times, and ‘the 


‘countries that are honey-combed by such vices are on the... . 
verge of that, precipice down which other nations as great ag- 5. 
ours hav fallen. - The Catholic church, therefore, again proves p< 
herself the truest friend of this republic by constantly raising .. 
her voice in the school-room, the pulpit, the press, and on" 


the platform, teaching the youth and the adult alike the grand 
lessons of Christian virtue, true patriotism and morality, by 
which alone mankind can transmit to posterity the civil 


power of Christian government. For performing this grand ' 7.4 
-duty the church is assailed by bigots, and traduced by thitly-^ .: 


disguised traitors. l . 


Let us examin and see how much virtue is taught ` D 
by the papal church. Infanticide: is justified by tle: | 
holy fathers (in order to hide their own crimes) |," 


Seventy-two theologians of the Jesuits hav taught 
regicide. 


faith hav taught the right to murder. “ A-priest who: 


| commits adultery is not criminal in killing the hus- 


band who assails him” (Rev. Father Jesuit Henrique's 
* Moral Theology," vol i book 4). Seventy-five theo-. 
logians hav taught theft. I could quote many more 
“holy teachings,” but it is not necéssary. Capel talks 


of ill-gotten wealth, etc. How does the humble fol- ° 


lower of the meek and lowly lamb of God afford to 


pay ten dollars per day for accommodations in the - 


Palace Hotel at San Francisco? If he is desirous of 
finding “ unbridled sensuality,” he can find oceans of 
it in the convents. A nation that is honeycombed 
with Romanism will soon be honeycombed with 
Look at Ireland, Spain, Italy, and Russia— 


and thinly-disguised traitors.” - But I care not. Ro- 


manism must be destroyed or it will destroy our gov- ` 


ernment, the ‘object it is ste&lthily aiming at. He 


ended his *talking-machine speech" by denying that ` 


the church took any part. or interest in politics, but 
that her whole aim was to build up virtue, morality, 
and honesty, and repeating the false claim that “the 
Catholic Church was the mainstay of American insti- 
tutions.” 
pose.) Safeguard of morality in the United States 
forsooth ! 
manism is the great and secret enemy of human 
liberty. - ^. Emaxom M. Jones. 
; OOO 


_ Radicalism and Negation. 


With much. interest hav I read “A. B. B.’s” late ar- 
ticle on “ Constructiv Liberalism.” 


pungent style. Our age has but one Arthur B. Brad- 
ford, whom I knew near twenty years ago, as he and 
I were associated on the „Christian Leader, in the: 
Free Church, battling against “ the sum of all villain-- 
ies." The brains which kind nature has given us, 
and a sincere love of and diligent search after truth, 


hav most happily brought us together on a firmer - 


ground than when we thus stood in the Free Presby- 


terian church. Then it was on assumptions, now On. : 


science. 
While his article clearly shows: the mountain we 
hav to remove and the. means essential to effect it, 


his faith in its being done, I fear, is too nearly of. 


the mustard-seed kind. Negativs are easier than 
affirmativs, and on the whole of more importance. 
The old*Jewish Decalog has at least eight negativs 
to two affirmativs ; thou shalt not, rather than thou 
shalt. With this Mr. Bradford agrees. The blows 
that bring down are better and easier than those 
that build up. Were it possible for Samson to hav 
pulled. down the pillars and the mighty temple, 
crushing the thousands under it, the work was prob- 
ably of more value to-his kind than that of building 
it up. The thousand million dollars in slaves, cursed 
and cursing the heart and the life out of our repub- 
lic, as Mr. Bradrord finely says, was destroyed in. a 
moment by a dash of Mr. Lincoin’s pen. So is the 
dash of a thousand pens—-Mr. Bradford’s not the 


* 


least—destroying the curse of superstition and . 


emancipating human minds. Not only are the 
shackles of priestecraft breaking from the minds of 


our countrymen, but in England, France, and yet. 
faster, in Germany. The rays .of science from Ber- , 


lin are ‘dissipating the gloom of superstition rapidly, 
and happily education means liberty. The twain are 
so joined together that no man may' put them asuh- 
der. Our free schools are freeing minds. 


Let us follow Capel. s 


Ill-gotten ... 


(The Fifteenth Amendment, àlso, I sup- 


‘Without the inr - 
tials, I should hav known its author by his peculiar 


Our text - 
books on geography, astronomy, and geology are im- .' 
bibing the nebular theory- Geology versus Genesis _ 


Thirty-seven theologians of the Roinish. , 


When did you find it out, Capel? Ro-- =. 


Oy 2 R 


< ds bound to win. Before Mr, Bradford shall. take his 


2, JANUARY 


last sleep; we hav reason to hope that evolution will 


^ be taught in our schools, as Woodrow had.to teach it 


to his Christian students. | 
prevail, and even when crushed to earth it will rise 
again so much the mightier. AN S 


' need. be, suffer for its sake. 


` vestigation. 


Truth is mighty and will 


AJ we need do is to learn it, proclaim it, and, if 
Our war is far nobler 
‘and our victory surer than the many waged with car- 


‘nal weapons. ‘The Bible is too full of absurdities to 


stand for a moment before common sense; honest in- 


us “lay on, McDuff, and damned. be him who first 


» ‘eriés, Hold, enough." . , 
. "Assumptions and credulity, which mean a want of 
common sense, make up Bible religion. 


These are 


~ nearer nothing than something. . At best they are no 


- than. the time taken to. put them on. 


. ures. 


more than untempered mortar, ready to fall off faster 


They are, too 
thin to do much harm, or to be in any wise formid- 


: able. - The Bible dogmas never hay been nor. ever can 
~ þe more than half believed. They are quite too light 


to. gravitate any, dangerous distance into the mind. 
Not one Catholic in ten thousand really believes the 


"wafer to be the body of Christ, or the winé his blood. 


‘Freeman, of Pocasset, tried hard to believe in the 
Abraham and Isaac story, in the resurrection of his 
‘murdered little daughter, but all in vain. If he 
effected a partial, superficial belief, it all went off, as 
she did not, could not, come to life. - His-terrible ex- 
periment has done more to -make Infidels ‘than our 
articles, since the tragedy has reached the religious 
‘mind, beyond our writings or even Ingersoll’s lect- 
As hydrophobia dreads water, so this sickly 


". faith of Christians dreads common sense discussion, 
. and well it may, since in our age of investigation it 


of other patent facts, we may well take heart. 
“withstanding the eighty thousand educated and sal- 
aried’ priests in the devils service, Mr. Bradford’s 


. never effected it. 
: after death the body goes into vegetables, and. as they 


cannot wholly escape it. The refuge at the horns of 
the altar is playing out. As a confirmation of the 


/, position that errors cannot be believed as truth, let 


anyone try his own mind. For thirty years I tried, 
for instance, to believe in bodily resurrection, and yet 
Seeing that in less than a century 


are eaten into other animals, it is impossible not: to 


` perceive that no body is left on which Gabriel’s horn 
... Can. act. 


b Were it possible for Joshua to prostrate 
the walls of Jericho, it is possible for him to hav pros- 
trated them had there been none. Let the old 


slaughtering savage general come forth and try his 


horns, if they may be resurrected, on wall-less Jericho, 


' and the failure will make him, as he ought to be, the 


butt of ridicule. In view of all this, and. thousands 


Not- 


earthquakes of science are sure to sink them. Indeed, 
‘no more than a little surface tremor is needed to 
frighten and put them to flight. . Webster compared 


` Calhoun, struggling in his slough of nullification, to 


& steed sunk in the morass, where every effort at ex- 
frieation but sunk him the deeper. So of clergymen; 


- let them try, and try, and try again, that much deeper 


in the slough of error and fraud must they sink. Not 
'so much our noble Lincoln as our ignoble Davis freed 
our millions of slaves. The Confederate fire-eating 
effort, this silly man at its head, unshackled the op- 
pressed slaves quite sooner than had the peaceable ad- 


` ministration of Mr. Lincoln had the South kept its 


"East Eleventh street. 


peace. Then let us duly appreciate every effort for 
truth and freedom, freely giv to sustain our journals, 
redouble our diligence, and defy a second edition of 
the Spanish Inquisition. W. PERKINS. ' 
Ocala, Fia. ' 


: ———9-9— 
.. Roman Catholic Mummery. 

On a recent Sunday.morning a man wearing a 
Wettstein Freethought badge pin was walking along 
As. he came opposit the door 
of St. Ann’s Catholic. church, the rain began to fall, 
and he went in to get out of the wet. He was 
obliged to buy a ticket before entering, at an expense 
of fifteen cents. Young women who looked as if the 
fifteen cents was all the money. they had or were 
capable of earning paid the same. It is a mistake to 
say that salvation in free. MAL 

St. Ann's church, architecturally, is somewhere be- 
tween a jail and a theater. Its interior is about as 
cheerful as a grave. The ticket bought at the door 
landed the visitor in a seat well forward. Here, 


‘watching the rest as they came in, he discovered that: 


he had omitted a ceremony which seemed an impor- 
‘tant feature of the program. This was kneeling at 
the door of the pew and saluting the altar before en- 


` tering—a performance which goes under the term 
., genuflexion. 
The thing is done becomingly.or not according to the 


The visitor had neglected to genuflex. 


', gracefulness of the devotee; the young fellow who 


got into the slip with the writer dropped upon his 


' knees with a tough swagger, and made a motion 


toward the altar as though about to say, “ Well, here's 
lookin’ at yees.” In each pew is a low bench running 
the whole length of the pew: It is so arranged that 
the worshiper can glide from: his seat of knowledge 
to his knees with a very slight effort. : l 

: The altar, at the further end of the chürch, re- 
sembled an enlarged soda fountain. Above the altar 


Hence, with our downward strokes, let | 


ike small-pox? 
the disease itself without being fed upon unpalatable 
‘food, having no care or medicin, and last and worst, 


n 


gaslights were burning at the end of lóng taper: 


shaped things made in imitation of candles. Over 
and back of these a picture of .a naked man nailed to 


‘a cross added its cheering influence to the scene; and 


still further up a: stained-glass: window displayed 
and jack in a eucher deck. 

. Soon the stage around the altar began to be peopled 
with absurdly and fantastically dressed. persons. 
There were boys in red robes, young men. in Mother 
Hubbards, and a lusty priest habited in an embroidered 
curiosity that, hanging from his shoulders fore and 
aft, made him look like one of those ‘traveling adver- 
tisers who walk the streets sandwiched between two 
signs. These individuals all appeàted suspicious of 


three likenesses that might pass for the king, queen, | 


-the altar’s intentions toward them. They, acted as if- 


they were afraid of it, and, whenever passing the ar- 
rangement, they kept an eye on it as if the thing were 
liable to jump at them. . The boys got upon the stage 
by entering a side door of the auditorium and march- 


ing up a short flight of steps where the leading mu- 


sician usually sits. The priest came on from the flies. 

When the congregation had all arrived: and . done 
their devoirs toward the altar, there were perhaps 
three hundred people present, two hundred and fifty 
of whom were women... The music which opened the 
services was good. ‘Instead of reading the Bible the 
priest gave out some Latin extracts from a large book. 
His words were delivered with an abominable nasal 
drawl, called intoning,- which was most -offensiv 
to the ear. This driveling exercise was interspersed 
with music and a quantity of ridiculous mummery 
incapable of description. A second curiosity, in the 
form of à priest older and fatter than the first, read. 
announcements, marriage banns; if that is what they 
are called; and the namés- of persons ‘who needed 


praying for. To these he added a tedious sermon con- 


sisting of remarks on the worthlessness of this world, 
the glory of the next in case you; got-into the right 
berth—otherwise it would be hot—and the duty of 
supporting the Catholic church. To this end a col- 
lection was immediately taken up. .The visitor felt 
that the fifteen cents he had paid at the door was 
ample remuneration considering the quality of the 
entertainment, and he therefore refrained from put- 
ting any money into the box which the usher held 
out to.him on the end ofa stick. .. — : 

| In the place of a benediction the; priest dismissed 
the congregation by maneuvering his fingers across 
his front, following the lines of an imaginary Gross. 
. All along through: the service, barring the sermon, 
which lasted an hour, the audience knelt and arose 
by turns; the women slipped their beads- along the 
string, and all did the best they could:to wallow in 
the dust. The man with the badge pin appeared to 
be the only spectator; the rest performed, and it 
gave him a shaky sensation to watch them. He felt 
somewhat like a man who has a watch which he knows 
is right, but which disagrees with the timepieces of 
all his neighbors. The Catholics are yet. in the mid- 
dle of the slough of superstition. “If any one doubts 
this, let him attend a Catholic service. Idolatry, 
paganism, religious abasement, could not sink lower. 
If Jesus Christ had run across one of these religious 
insane asylums in his day, he would hav cleared the 
house with a club. 


9 aa 
Where Are Your Gods and Ghosts? — 

_ Friends, every now and then we read of some ter- 
rible scene of human woe and misery, something’ so 
utterly heart-rending and horrible that we are sick 
unto. death to think of “man’s -inhumanity. to 
man;" and we wonder how it. is possible for anyone 
to be so callous, crüél, and brutal yet no! brutes 
often shame such deeds as men damn themselvs in 
doing! A 2 20. 1 

When I read the terrible sufferings of, the small- 
pox patients in St. Roche’s Hospital, my first thonght 
was, And all this was done under the guard and 
guidance of the mother superior and. the nuns, who 
hav for ages, in: all climes and countries, been called 
so. merciful, tender, and: unselfish in caring for the 
sick and suffering! Verily, thieves, robbers, and 
outcasts, would hav shown more merey than these 
Catholics hav done... 2 i l i 

The Sun says “the fault is due in no respect to 
the sisters,” and then tells us that-when an attendant 
brought a few.ragged blankets for additional cover- 
ing “the nuns were not 40 know of it, or they would 
raise hell with him.” And one poor demented patient 
was even put iti ‘thé wood-shed to be out of the way, 
and this was ordered by the lady superior. She must 
indeed. be a strange “lady,” and what must the 
others:be if she is *superior?'. -> >w ie 

' Tf thousands of dollars are freely given to send re- 
lief to the sufferers who voluntarily seek the North 
Pole, why should only eight dollars a month be paid 
to women to. nurse: the victims of a terrible disease 
And isit not énough to suffer from 


not one drop of water for days, till insanity set in, 
and death came to end itall? ., .- 
"Think of these things, my friends, and ask your- 
selvs what your gods were doing that they lifted no 
finger to help, that they inspired no benevolent ones 


to send food, money, and medicin. Were they count- 
ing hairs and feeding sparrows? And the guardian 


spirits we hear so much of? Why did they not ` 
“materialize” food, dtink, and mediein, blankets, and — 


wife, your nother, your ‘heart's darling, and your 
spirit had been witness to the terrible pangs of thirst, 
would you not hav ministered unto them? Would 
you hav waited for a medium and a dark closet? 

: I tell you, my friends, one such a narrativ as this 
of. St. Roche's Hospital is enough to kill all belief in 
gods and ghosts in all reasoning minds. Garfield’s 
death in the face of millions of prayers made many 
an Atheist, and this case of St. Roche’s Hospital will 
make many more of them. The poor priest-ridden 


people will learn that they themselvs must become. 
gods; and if they want happiness and heaven, they 


must work for them here and now; work for the 
highest good of all; must become themselvs what 
they admire and adore in their gods. “Blessed are 


the merciful” buj the gods they adore must be mer- . 


eiful men, and not the heartless gods—wretches— 
who can allow and witness such hospital horrors. 
Oh, how long it takes to mold a race into humanity, 
love, and kindness! . | 
i Long, long, long a- i : 
The fruit of all the Old S 
Ripening to-day in thee.— Whitman, 


Snorwville, Va. ELmINA DRAKE SLENKER. 
P 
; Religious Agitation. 
We of the Secular Union are charged by our. 
enemies with doing nothing for Secularization. Here 


‘is an editorial which happened to appear in the 


Detroit Hvening News during my recent stay in that 
city. The writer, Mr. Judson Grennell, is also one 
of the leading contributors to the Labor Leaf, and is 
one of the most logical, concise, and clear writers 


| on all social problems to be found in Michigan. The 


Rev. Z. Grennell, his brother, is the high-salaried 
pastor of one of the most fashionable churches in 
that city. Don’t think he pays much pew rent in his 
brother’s church. He says: 

The agitation for a religious revival all over the country as 
well as in Detroit will doubtless be followed by an agitation 
on the part of Freethinkers against the church. When the 
reaction from the excitement produced by what is termed 
“a spiritual awakening” comes, which awakening is too 
often nothing but a passing excitement instead of a change 
of heart—a breaking away from evil practices and the lead- 
ing of the converts! thoughts and desires into new channels— 
the énemies of the church will reap their harvest. Physical 
depression will succeed. physical exaltation, and in the place 
of faith will.arise doubts, so that after tlic religious will come 
the irreligious revival, and instead of only three hundred 
Liberal Leagues in tbe country there will probably be five 
hundred or one thousand. ; os 

For the hold Liberals, Freethinkers, Atheists, Infidels, or 
whatever they. may call themselvs, hav on the public, the 
churches are in a measure to blame. They hav taken advan- 
tage of their numbers and influence to perpetrate a wrong on 
the community in general; and on those who -happen to 
think differently from them as. regards religious beliefs in 
particular. This wrong is the exemption of church property 
from taxation, which is a semi-official way of uniting church 
and state. E : 

Eversince the National Liberal League came into exist- 
ence, nearly ten. years ago, through the attempt of the Na- 
tional Reform Association to ** put God into the Constitution 
of the’ United States,” there has been a steady. growth of 
societies formed to fight the church. ‘Prof. Francis E. Ab- 
bot, now, or until recently, of Harvard University, was in 
1872 the editor of a paper in Toledo called the Zndev, and he 
formulated Nine Demands which hav generally been accepted 
as the platform ,of the Liberals. The first plank redds: 
“That churches and all other ecclesiastical property be no 
longer exempt from taxation,” and on this, more than on all 
the other cight combined, hav the Liberals been able to rally 
the greatest number of adherents. Other demands are that 
ministers be no longer employed in a spiritual capacity by 
the civil or military authorities; that appropriations for sec- 
tarian institntions, whether of a religious or educational char- 
acter, cease; and that ‘our entire political system be 
foünded and -administered on a purely secular basis." In 
short, they call for the complete separation of church and 
state, and they proclaim that until this is done they will un- 
censingly endeavor to overthrow the chureh by attacking 
both its govermnent and its dogmas. 

, As proof that there is a union between church and state in 


"the United States, Freethinkers point to the fact that the gov- 


ernment appoints Christian ministers and pays them out of 
thé public purse.to offer prayers in legislativ halls; that it 
salaries en to teach tlie, Christian religion to soldiers and 
sailors; that it bestows upon religious institutions millions of 
the public money; that it causes the Bible to be read in the 


public schools; and that it-sets aside one day as a particularly: 


holy one, in ebedience, to.the demands of the church. 
Whether these constitute a. union of church and state, it is un- 
necessary to argue. Suffice it to say they do not constitute 
such a union as the publie generally hav in mind when 
speaking of a state religion. But it is a fact that the ex- 
emption from taxation of over $700,000,000 of church prop- 
erty in the United States is a wrong that needs righting in 
the interest of the churches themselvs. 

Perhaps if our churches would, in the matter of taxation, 
acknowledge the correctness of the position taken by their 
enemies; and consent to- pay their share of the burdens of 
government, they would be morc successful in winning souls 
to Christ and in filling their houses of worship with scekers 
after truth. ^ At least they would wrest from the Freethinkers 
one of their most cffectiv weapons. The strength of a chain 
is shown by its weakest link. The vulnerability of a ship of 
war is regulated by the part that is most liable to present to 
the enemy the best chance of penctrating it. So it is with 
the churches. One of their weak spots is their freedom from 
taxation, whereby injustice is done, and most of their efforts 
in behalf of public morality are made abortiv. 

: E. A. STEVENS. 
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, News and Notes. 


The immediate duty of every Freethinker in New 
York is indicated by the following from R. B. Jack- 
son, of Long Island. Push with all possible rapidity. 
the petitions for church taxation, ete., in order that 
action may be taken this winter before the Senate 
and Assembly at Albany. Co-operate in every county. 
Will the Liberals of Long Island please communicate 
with Mr. Jackson, so that by joining forces more 
work can be accomplished? As fast as signatures are 
received, forward to the Trura SEEKER office, or to J. 
J. MeCabe, corresponding secretary of the New York 
State Freethinkers Association, 85 Van Woert street, 
Albany, N. Y. An effort will at once be made for the 
introduction of a bill to carry out the measures asked 
for by the petition. 

SEAFORD, QUEEN’s Co., N. Y., Dec. 29, 1885. 

Mz. S. P. Putnam, Dear Sir: In TRE TRUTA SEEKER of 
Dec. 5th you say to the Freethinkers of the state, ** Pash the 
petitions for church taxation, etc., rapidly.” I hope our 
friends throughout the state are acting on the suggestion. If 
anyone will take an activ part in circulating the petitions, 
he will soon become convinced of the urgent necessity for 
prompt and vigorous action. If I mistake not, they will dis- 
cover that nearly the whole power and influence of the 
churches are used to oppose our just demands. 

We are circulating the petitions in this neighborhood, and 
although the influence of the one (Methodist) church in this 
place is against us, we are meeting with very good success. 
I hav confined my efforts so far to this (first) election district 
of this town (Hempstead). Ithink I could perhaps help Mr. 
Carman in his district (the second). At any rate, I am will- 
ing to try if he wishes me to. In the adjoining town of Oys- 
ter Bay I can perhaps aid in the work. If you know of any 
person or persons in that town who are engaged in circulat- 
ing. the petitions, will you be so kind as to open the way for 
me to communicate with them and ascertain if I can assist in 
any way? Yours. respectfully, - R. B. Jaoxson. 


The following address from J. J. McCabe, corre- 
sponding secretary of the New York state Freethink- 
ers’ Association, contains good words, not simply for 
the Liberals of New York state, but for those of 
every state in the union. Harmonious action is the 
need of the hour. With my whole heart I would 
emphasize this address. Let Liberals in every place 
come together, if only a few in number, and work for 
the common end. Im all the history of American 
Liberalism there never was a better opportunity for 
united and successful effort. 


NEW YORK STATE FREETHINKERS' ASSOCIATION. 
AriBANY, N. Y., November, 1885. 

Dear Frienp: This year will be memorable in the annals 
of. Freethought in this country. The well-paid propagators 
of superstition, falsehood, hypocrisy, and religious cant hav 
determined that. the office of the theological impostor shall 
continue to be respected by mental slaves and feared by those 
who hav been liberated from the bondage of priestly tyranny. 

It is the duty of those who hav been awakened. from the 
hideous nightmare of superstitious fear, with its devils, vin- 
dictiv gods, and slimy assassins of manly honesty and honor, 
to do what they can to eradicate superstitious fear from the 
minds of all men, women, and children with whom we come 
in contact. In order to giv force and vitality to the cause of 
mental libery, Freethinkers in every locality should try to 
organize societies, no matter how small the number at the 
start. Notify those whom you know to be Liberal or opposed 
to theological dogmas. Either act yourself or select. some 


of the Menominee and other tribes of Indians is located near 


other person to act as president. Hav some one to act: as | school also under the public patronage, and is paying it be- 
secretary. Calk your society by whatever name you choose, | 
but if agreeable to a-majority, call it. the Secular society of 
your locality. If you-hav no rent to pay for the place where 
you meet there is no use of charging members for initiation 
or dues. Let each member of your society do what he or 
she can in the matter of enrolling members of your town or 
county organization. If the number in any one locality is: 
too small to make it an object to meet. once & week, try to 
meet at least once in each month. After you hav organjzed 
your society please inform me by letter and I will try to send 
reading matter for distribution. In the mean time do all you 
can to encourage our people to support the editors and pub- 
lishers of those newspapers and magazines that indorse and 
support the National Secular Union. 

& In union there is strength." Divided and fragmentary 
efforts, if continued, will keep Freethinkers in the same posi- 
tion they hav always occupied, namely, that of an unorgan- 
ized band of skirmishers. : : 

. The resolutions adopted at the last state Convention hav 
struck the priestly orders with terror. They now see that 
the work of aggression has commenced. The changing of 
the name of the National Liberal League to that of the 
American Secular Union has put the great questions in which 
we are interested in proper shape. e are taxed to support 
$800,000,000 dollars of church property. We are taxed to 
support sectarian education in schools, asylums, juvenil re- | 
formatories, and penal institutions. Therefore we should 
welcome, cheer, and strengthen the hands of the apostles of 
Secularism. Out of the sixty million inhabitants of the 
United States, thirty-five millions are not connected with any 
religious organization. The majority of these are Liberals, 
Freethinkers, and Secularists. They are not interested in the 
welfare of any church. The scientists of the country are 
with us in heart, and are only waiting for the rise of the 
Secular tide to enter the field against priestcraft. 

If man or woman ever had a glorious cause in which to 
labor and make sacrifices, it is the cause of Secularism. It 
is written that Jesus said.that he did not come to bring peace 
into the world but a sword; to put the parents against their 
children and the husband against the wife. Now, if Chris- 
tianity has been conducted on this principle for 1,800 years— 
and we all know by personal experience that it has—are-we 
who are in possession of the truth going to allow the propa- 

ators of a barbarous superstition to ride over us rough-shod ? 
Thiope not. Therefore let all Freethinkers labor enthusiast- 
ically to organize societies; repel cheeky and ignorant secta- 
rian pretensions with rational arguments, kind acts, and good 
behavior. Allow no priests or ministers to baptize your chil- 
dren or to pray or preach ever your dead. 

In any locality where the number of Freethinkers is small, 
weekly meetings could be held at the homes of the members 
of the society, changing about from one place to another. 
In any town where there is a hall that can be occupied for 
such purposes, Liberal speakers should be invited occasion- 
ally. i 

The petition for the taxation of church property should ob- 
tain as many signatures as possible. Any person who wants 
these petitions will please write to the undersigned. 

Again let me say to you, do what you can to help the cause 
of mental liberty, justice, and universal brotherhood. . ; 

Taars truly, J. J. MoCans, Corr. Sec. 


I would call attention to the following important 
communication from W. S. Wood, of Wisconsin, an 
old and reliable worker in the ranks of Freethought. 
The facts which he relates of the action of the eccle- 
siastical forces should arouse Liberals to vigilance. 
The evidence is multiplying that there is a wide and 
determined effort to capture the instrumentalities of 
education for the benefit of the church and theology: 


SuawaNo, Wis., Oct. 7, 1885. 

SaAMuEL P. Purnam, Esq., Sec. National Liberal League, 
My Dear Sir: There is a matter of importance that I wish to 
call your attention to for consideration at the meeting of the 
League (not to add to the Nine Demands), which might be 
covered by a resolution, perhaps, so as to get the subject 
prominently before the people. It is the liberal and scandal- 
ous way in which our government is farming out the Indian 
children—the wards of the nation—to the different sects to 
be stuffed with catechism, bigotry, myths, and superstition 
at the public expense, under the disguise of being ‘‘ educated” 
at sectarian schools. - 

I refer now more particularly to that most bigoted and 
despotic of all the sects in denying the right of private judg- 
ment—the Catholic church—because I happen to be near 
where the tyrannical rule of that church is put into practice 
under my observation. Instance: The Green Bay Agency 


what the church dictates, among which is enmity to public 
schools, to say nothing of the catechisms, infallibility of the 
pope at Rome, and the way to count beads. 

It was over two years. ago that I saw a boast in Catholic 
papers that the church was getting over $100,000 a year 
to * educate ” Indian children, and since then hav séen scores 
of notices where the government had placed Indian children 
by the scores and fifties in the Catholic schools in the West- 
ern states and territories, and appropriated large sums for 
their pretended ‘‘education.” The church maintains a 
** Catholic bureau " at Washington to negotiate in these mát- 
ters, and bring the influence of the church to bear on corrupt 
politicians to effect its object. . 

What right has the government to use the public money to 
promote religious bigotry, and teach sectarianism of the Cath- 
olic or any other stripe? I venture to say that the Catholic 
cliurch, for purely sectarian purposes—or perhaps any other 
sect—will undertake the education of the entire youth of this 
eountry if the government will foot the bill with the people's 
taxes. ` 


all tribes, as the best means of progress and development— 
educating in what will be useful in making them. intelligent 
citizens, in the. arts of industry and usefulness, the whole 
scope of secular education, but not in farming them out to be 
crammed with theology and priestcraft, which has only been 
the cause of oppression, war, and persecution in all past 
history. ; 

Government can educate the Indian youth as cheaply as and 
better than it can hire it done. Then let this infamous work 
be stopped. Let the country be waked up to the danger of 
enlisting more of the ignorant classes to strengthen the effort 
being made for the union of “ church and state.” The scram- ` 
ble of the last administration to capture the Catholic vote is 
only equaled by the present one to recapture that which was 
lost in the appointments because they are Catholic. It is 
high time the people’s attention was called to this thing 
which the corrupt and unprincipled political office-seekers 
after power are doing on every hand. And there is no more 
fitting agency to do it than the Liberals of the country, who 
ought to be above party and mere political scramble when 
the civil and religious liberties of the country are thus threat- 
ened. : ` 

When a political party, as in the case of the Democratic 
party of Iowa and Ohio, as jt has done this year, dares to 
nominate à candidate for governor who is in favor of taxing 
church property, the Catholic church takes a hand in politics 
in a most lively way. This is manifest in the Catholic Citizen 
of this state, which is a strong Democratic paper, and circu- 
lates largely in both the above states. It advises all Cath- 
olics to vote against and defeat these Democratic candidates 
for governor. ; f 

I hav long been of the opinion that the Liberalists will 
never make their influence felt and useful until they organize 
8s a voting party or become more independent of party pol- 
itics than they are now, in seeking the nomination and then 
the support of known Liberals. : 

But to return to the purpose of this letter—the subject of 
government support of sectarian éducation of the wards of 
the nation. Let Liberals everywhere, especially in the terri- 
tories, watch the extent of the practice, and report through 
Tre TRUTH SEEKER, and the country will be surprised to 
learn how the -people’s money is being used by their chosen 
agents to get and retain power by corrupting the very 
sources of our safety. 

In haste, very truly yours, W. S. Woop. ` 


The above letters show the interest and enthusiasm - 
there are for the cause for which the American Secular 
Union is organized. The question simply is, Shall 
we be united among ourselvs? . Any professed Lib- 
eral who labors to create discord is worthy only of 
the utmost condemnation. He is doing more injury 
than it is possible for any Christian to accomplish. 
The Christians are our open enemies, and we know 
how to meet them and their efforts. But he who, 
under the guise of Freethought, seeks to distract our — 
forces, confuse the minds of the people, and. bring . 
up false issues, should receive the condemnation of 
everyone who desires the progress of Secularism. 
There are ways by which honest and fair criticism 
can be expressed, and by which wrong can be righted, 
without an indiscriminate and calumnious attack. He 
who lends himself to any such method of redress is 
the ally of the church. He is the “ cat’s-paw” of the 
Christian. He covers himself with infamy. The 
action of the American Secular Union is open as the 
day. There is no concealment. To every proper 
tribunal there will be a strict and fair reckoning of 
accounts. 'The thing to be settled, the important 
thing for Liberals, is this: Arethereenough honorable, 
generous-minded, just, and earnest men and women in 
this country to maintain a strong, united, and victo- 
rious organization? Or is the body of Liberals in this 
country to be distracted, like so many theological par- 
ties, with petty quarrels? I myself hav faith to believe 
that the good and noble will triumph—that the spirit 
of harmony will prevail. Never was there a brighter 
prospect than now for the union of Liberals. I hope 
that every man and woman who realizes the greatness 
of the interests at stake will rally and do the very 
best work he or she can do for the common cause. 
The attacks made upon the Union should only influ- 
ence its friends to be more devoted and more deter- 
mined to see that its platform shall become the law 
of American politics. SamurL P. PurNAM. 
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Albany Secular Society. 


At the annual election of this society, held January 
3, 1886, the following officers were elected: J. J. Me- 
Cabe, president; Mrs. H. A. Iliohan, first vice-presi- 
dent; W. Dickson, second vice-president; C. Herbert 
Luck, corresponding secretary; J. J. Jansen, finan- 
cial secretary; C. L. Edinger, treasurer; Thomas 
Dugan, custodian. C. Herpert Lucr, Sec y. 


here, in this county, upon an Indian reservation, including 
also the Oneida tribe in Brown county. The tribe in this county 
for some twenty years hav been under the '* missionary " in- 
fluence of Catholic priests, who never exhibited any special 
interest in their “education ” until some two years ago when 
the government instructed its agent to erect a large building 
at an expense of ten or twelve thousand dollars, as a public 
school for the education of the youth of the agency. As soon 
as the priests found they could not control the scliool they 
began the erection of a large school-building of their own, 
and pushed it with such vigor as to complete it before the 
government did its building. The government school was 
to clothe and feed and lodge.as well as to educate. The pu- 
pils of its school and the India youth were delighted at the 
prospect. 

But, Lo and behold! when the school was ready to open, 
the priests had forbid them fo attend it on.penalty of losing 
their souls in hell, and had also exerted such influence upon 
the parents as to make them prevent their children from at- 
tending any but the Catholic school. 'Thus the good inten- 
tions of the government was defeated by the priests whom 
it permits to stay among the tribe, and fill them with preju- 
dice and hatred toward public schools, which they represent 
as Godless cesspools of infamy, and unfit places for the edu- 
cation and advancement of their children. The government 
was virtually booted off the reservation, and the agent had to 
go to other tribes not under Romish influences to find stu- 
dents to occupy its building—except in cases of some half- 
dozen which hav since been taken &way through the influ- 
ence of the priests. 

A few months ago a new agent, whose appointment was 
asked for by Mrs. General Sherman, of St. Louis, on the 
ground that he was a Roman Catholic, has been appointed, 
&nd the superintendency of the public school has since been 
placed in the hands of a Catholic. It was formerly in the 
hands of a friend of our public schools. 

But to cap the climax, in the political scramble for Catholic 
votes and influence, the government has placed the Catholic 


tween ten and twelve thousand dollars a year to ba taught. oe 


I am decidedly in favor of educating the Indian youth of ~~~ 
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_ he Division in the Philadelphia Union. 


To vse Epiror or Tn; Trora Serxer, Dear Sir: 


' Within the last few weeks we hav had some hard 
battles to fight with certain members who had openly 
. avowed they would “rule or ruin." 


Thesé members 
were bitterly opposed to paid lecturers in the first 
place, and.in the second place would ignore all al- 


. legiance to the American Secular Union and the 


Nine Demands of Liberalism, declaring as far back 
as August last that if lecturers were paid from 
the treasury of the League they would not pay their 
dues. The above declaration they faithfully kept 
until, according to our by-laws, they were dropped 


` from the roll of membership, and excluded from a 


voice in the business meetings of the League by a 


Majority vote of the members present in good stand- 


ing. This resulted in several of the friends of the 
disturbers resigning from the League, and, having in 
their possession the new charter purchased by the 
League for the purpose of holding property under 


‘the laws of the state of Pennsylvania, they went 


secretly, through the following week, and formally 
oreanized themselvs into a legal organization, rented 
the hall over the heads of the old organization, and 
even declared Friendship Liberal League No. 257 
dissolved. But the founders of No. 257, who think 
more of honor than of law, determined to sustain the 
Nine Demands of Liberalism, and maintain their al- 
legiance to the American Secular Union. Hence 
they went and secured another hall, took the treas- 
ury with them, and in loyalty to the great body of 
Liberals throughout the country, hav been doing 
since what little they can to spread the Gospel of 
Humanity by engaging the officers of the American 
Secular Union to, present before the citizens of our 


' great city the objects and aims of Secularism. On 


December 13th ult. we had with us Brother Reynolds, 
chairman of the American Secular.Union, who gave 
us two excellent addresses. In the afternoon he 


lectured on the “ Defense of the Devil,” which lecture 
. was received by his hearers with overwhelming ap- 


preciation. In the evening his subject was, “ The 
Nine Demands of Liberalism,” which also gave 
great satisfaction and won for the speaker a triumph 
over the prejudices that had been implanted in the 
minds of some of his hearers through the influence 
of those who were opposed to the platform of the 
Union and its officers. On the 27th ult. we were 
favored again with the gentle, though logical and 
zealous, edits of Samuel P. Putnam, secretary of the 
American Secular Union, who lectured to a large and 


appreciativ audience in the afternoon upon the 
“Demands of Humanity,” and in the evening upon: 


the “Aims and Objects of the American Secular 
Union.” His subjects were handled in a very mas- 
terly manner, and all who listened to the discourses 
not only expressed great satisfaction, but also a desire 
to know more of Secularism through the same channel. 
And now let me close my remarks by stating that on 


the 31st of Jan., 1886, we shall hold our Paine cele- 


bration at our new hall, Broad and Woods streets, 
when we hope to hav a feast both for the body and 
mind, consisting of addresses, recitations, music, 
vocal and instrumental, also a supper for the hungry, 
and hope that in the future we may realize for Lib- 
eralism what we now desire, viz., harmony and 
prosperity. Yours for truth and freedom, 
Philadelphia, Pa. Pror. W. Seymour. 


——— — t$ M9 —— —— 


The Liberal Club. 


* Oratory is simplicity, began Dr. P. P. Field, of 
Boston, in his address upon “The Physiology of the 
Voice, and the Delsarte Philosophy of Expression," 
before the Manhattan Liberal Club on Friday even- 
ing January 8th. 

The evening was a cold one, but not sold enough 
to prevent a large audience from being in attendance. 

:“ The man with the badge-pin" was not there, so 
“An Occasional” had to do the duty of reporting the 
deliberations of the club. 

President Wakeman first announced an unusual 
amount of good literature on the table, particularly 
two numbers of Tar Trurs SEEKER, onë of which con- 
tained a tribute of respect to Honorable Elizur 


Wright, from Col. R. G. Ingersoll, and also an article 


f by your humble servant" upon the question, “Is it 
Safe to Emancipate Women?’ Mr. Wakeman char- 
acterized that number, as many others had already 
done, as one of the best evér published, which was 


` saying much considering it was Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
he was speaking of. ‘There were also,” he said, ‘four 
. petitions upon the table to be signed by those who 


had not already done so; one for the taxation of the 
churches; one for opening museums on Sunday; one 
for the repeal of the Comstock Bills [not laws]; one 
for enfranchisement of women." 

Dr. Field went on with His address. His exposi- 
tion of the philosophy showed that Delsarte had in 
the domain of expression, including that of voice, at- 
titude, and gesture, made the same discoveries that 
Mr. Andrews has in regard to the universe as a 
whole, or as far as we know it, and of each and every 
domain of the universe, viz., that there is a funda- 
mental threefold distribution to be made. Other 
philosophers, Delsarte included, discover the fact in 


‘a series of revival meetings there. 
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different domains of this threefold distribution, while 
Mr. Andrews goes further and shows that it is an in- 
herent law of nature that it should be so, and that 
nothing can exist upon any other plan. 
The full significance of this may not be apparent 
to the superficial observer, or to anyone until he un- 
dertakes to solve some one of the many problems 
facing the community to-day. Then he may realize 
their importance. Ask one, for instance, how he can 


reconcile the Anarchist and the Socialist, for recon- | 


ciled they must be in order to hav a harmonious 
society, and I think he will givit up as an unsolvable 
conundrum, unless he understands these inherent 
principles of all being, and that society must be 
constructed upon the same basis, and upon the right 
balance of these principles in actual working. Then 
he will see that the state Socialist will hav to recog- 
nize the principle of freedom or individuality, and 
consequently the individual and the free play of the 
individual cannot be ignored, and the Anarchist will 
hav to recognize that the principle of order or gov- 
ernment, ‘or superiorities, etc., etc., cannot be ignored. 

Dr. Field’s address, illustrated as it was with 
charts, was extremely interesting, as was evidence 
by the' interest of the audience. Doi 

Instead of the usual discussion following, various 
persons read passages furnished them by Dr. Field 
to allow opportunity. for analysis and criticism of 
voices, and faults and failings of voices. Dr. Field 
said he found not one bad voice, and many good 
ones, which leads one to ask if Liberal thought has 
any effect upon the voice. He said also that all 
the voices might be improved by proper culture, and 
for this purpose he proposed to form a class espe- 
cially for Liberals. ; 

But the most notable event of the evening was the 
complete conversion of Mr. Wakeman to the idea of 
the normal aud legitimate necessity of culture in elo- 
cution, and his open confession thereof. “ Hitherto,” 
he said, “he had considered elocution and the teach- 
ing thereof a fraud and hypocrisy, because it had 
no foundation, but Dr. Field had shown a scientific 
basis for his system, therefore he indorsed it.” Af- 
terward he was heard to say that he hoped to get his 
daughter into the school. Altogether, the Liberal 
Clubees had reason to be well satisfied with the 
evening. 

$i 
A Brand-new Miracle. 


To tae Eiprrog or Tar Trora Seeker, Sir: I send you 
an account of a miracle which I clip from one of our 
St. John's papers. . It has one advantage over the 
miracles of.old, for we know something about the 
man. NEN i 
He is a man of God, full of faith and prayer, and 
if God answers prayer there is no reason why an 
Almighty God could not cast out of a man a quart 
or two of cabbage as easily as he cast out a legion of 
devils eighteen hundred years aġo. Jonah prayed, 
and was cast out of a four-inch hole onto dry land, 
and yet there are some who will not believe this little 
cabbage miracle, because it is not in the Bible! Itis 
not treating Mr. Welch fairly, for he has the credit of 
having performed another miracle six months ago. 
He commanded a sick woman to arise, and she 
* arised.” M. Bascock. 

THE MIRACLE. 
From the Mason, Mich., News. 

A gentleman from Holt was in this office within the past 
week and gave us the following account of & miracle said 
to hav been performed in Delhi by Rev. Mr. Welch, leader of 
the. praying band that has recently conducted so successful 
Mr. Welch, according to 
the gentleman's narrativ of the occurrence, was dining at the 
home of a German family near Holt. Among the other deli- 
cacies on the table was a copious supply of sauerkraut. 
When Mr. Welch was asked to partake of this he replied that 
it was a dish of which he was especially fond, but that the 
Lord had forbidden him to eat it, and he dared not disobey. 
But after smelling the fragrance of the kraut and feeling a 
strong temptation to partake of it, he finally decided to ask 
divine permission to indulge for this once. So, leaving the 
table, he prayed long and earnestly to be allowed to eat of 
the kraut for which his soul so strongly yearned. At last he 
arose With the assurance that his request was granted, and 
that he might eat. After that the kraut was not refused, but 
Mr. Welch partook to his heart’s desire. 

That evening, when he came to conduct his revival service, 
the reverend gentleman was smitten with sore gastronomical 
distress. Something in his stomach hung heavy as lead. He 
had no doubt what it was; it was the sauerkraut which he 
had wickedly asked to eat, although conscious when he prof- 
fered his request that it was forbidden him. Now, in pun- 
ishment of his indirect disobedience, it was lying in his 
stomach an indigestible mass. His pain was so great that he 
could not well conduct the meeting, so he prayed again that 
the kraut might be removed from his stomach to that of a 
young man in the audience, who, in the successful conduct 
of the meeting, was willing to carry the clergyman’s load. 
Our informant assures us that in answer to Mr. Welch’s 
prayer, his stomach was relieved entirely, but that the young 
man at once became exceedingly ill, and after experiencing 
exceptional pains and sickness in his stomach, went out of 
the church and threw up a large amount of sauerkraut. The 
miraculous part of the occurrence became most apparent 
when the young man confessed that he had eaten no kraut 
within six months, and that his stomach was entirely at ease 
until Mr. Welch’s pains commenced to disappear. ow the 
pickled cabbage could hav appeared in his stomach except 
through the intervention-of some supernatural agency, is the 
problem. - : 

The gentleman who related the above is an old resident of 
Delhi, and a gentleman of ündoubted veracity and candor. 


remarkable incidents in connection with the remarkable meet- 
ings which Mr. Welch has conducted. i 


Lectures and Meetings. 

C. W. SrEwaRT writes: ‘‘When I took up your New 
Year's number the first thing that greeted my eyes was your 
superb cartoon representing the danger that threatens Lib- 
erty. This gratified me, for it givs evidence that Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER has enlisted the potent element of art in the cause of 
mental freedom. Next came Colonel Ingersoll’s splendid 
tribute to Elizur Wright, which will find an echo in the heart 
of every true Liberal. Then came T. B. Wakeman’s unan- 
swerable argument on the suffrage question, which thoroughly 
disposes of every objection to that movement. And so on 
to the very last page. I found the entire number filled with 
matter that makes it worth a whole year’s subscription, and 
I felt very much as a preacher is supposed to feel during a 
successful revival. I wanted to shout, ‘Glory!’ Never in 
the history of Freethought has there been such a demand for 
work. I hav already received more calls than I can possibly 
fill during the remainder of the season, and all the speakers 
seem to be equally busy. My third month with the society of 
Ottumwa will close January 31st. Preparations are now 
being made to celebrate the Paine anniversary in an appro- 
priate manner. It is grand to liv in this age and breathe the 
air of liberty, and realize that the noble souls who toiled fór 
the just and true did not labor in vain." 


J. E. REMsBURG's recent tour through Kansas appears to 
hav been one continual ovation. Immense audiences greeted 
him nearly everywhere, many going from ten to fifty miles 
to hear him. At several places the bands volunteered their 
services. Referring to his Concordia speech in opposition to 
the Bible in the public schools, the Kansas Blade says: 
** The lecture delivered by Mr. John E. Remsburg at the 
Opera House, Monday evening, was just what every person 
who knows him expected it would be—a forcible presenta- 
tion of the objections Liberals hav to the Bible in the schools. 

The lecture was pronounced by many persons who 
were not supposed to be Freethinkers a masterly argument 
against the Christian claim, while Liberals regard it un- 
answerable." Of his lectures at Minneapolis, the Minneapo- 
lis Democrat says: ‘‘ Mr. Remsburg's lecture Tuesday evening 
was well attended. The large audience last [Thursday] night 
is the best commentary upon his eloquence and merit as a 
speaker." At Newton Mr. Remsburg gave a course of lect- 
ures. In addition to a lengthy synopsis of the first lecture of 
the course, ‘‘Sabbath-Breaking,” the Daily Republican of 
that city contained the,following: *'*Professor Remsburg’s 
lecture at Music Hall last evening was well attended, consid- 
ering the inclement weather. The audience was composed 
of the thinking, reasoning people of the community. Mr. 
Remsburg’s subject was ' Sabbath-Breaking, on.which he 
discoursed eloquently for an hour, bringing some powerful 
arguments and undisputed authority to bear in support of his 
claims." On each of the following evenings the Opera 
House was packed with an audience numbering nearly one 
thousand. At the close of his engagement here Mr. Rems- 
burg was waited upon by a delegation comprising some of 
the wealthiest and most influential citizens of Newton, who 
wished to secure his services for a year. As an inducement 
they offered to pay him & salary equal to the highest salary 
paid by the churches of that city for a minister. 

————— ——9-$-99— — —— 
Giv the Museums Equal Rights with the Saloon. 


Of the “ Sunday question” the Church Standard says it is 
** not easily settled on any basis that requires the recognition 
of Sunday as any other than a weekly holiday recognized by 
law. That it is to be in any sense a holy day, which the 
civil authorities are called upon to recognize in even the 
most limited form, is the cause of much of the confusion in 
the minds of many persons, whose religious insticts are un- 
doubtedly much offended by the idea of what they regard as 
a desecration of the Sabbath.” And after saying, ‘‘Abstract- 


‘edly we should regret as much as they anything that would 


tend to destroy thatreverence for a sacred thing which even' 
as yet clings to Sunday in the minds of many who hav lost 
most other sense of such kinds of obligation," it asks: “ Is it 
well to insist on the keeping up for a time by the arm of the 
law a state of things that must pass away whenever the direct 
question comes up for settlement, V hy is. Sunday to be ob- 
served? Is it wise for those who hav' religious scruples to 
insist there shall be no yielding in this matter to the not alto- 
gether unreasonable requirement that one part of the provis- 
ion made by law, and made at the expense of the whole 
community for their instruction, or their amusement, or their 
benefit, shall be free to all upon that one day upon which the 
greatest number can avail themselvs of it? When so many 
and such objectionable places are open on Sunday, and the 
civil authority.is either pewerless, or unable, or unwilling, to 
close them, it may be doubted whether one that is not at all 
objectionable might not better be opened." : 
— 9 —— ——— ———— "m 

SomE time ago we printed a list of amounts as. ^d for from 
this city by the managers of the different asylums, . *^rma- 
tories, and charitable institutions for the current year. "he: 
total was $1,094,002.90. Our accommodating board of esti. 
mate and apportionment in their final estimate hav raised this 
to $1,905,073.50. The tax-paying public is not informed for 
what purpose this extra $111,070.60 is to be used. It seems 
that our municipal government think the people of New York 
will stand the most reckless extravagance. New York is the 
most extensivly taxed city in the world. Paris taxation is 
$5.40 per capita; Berlin, $7.95; London, $7.40; Brooklyn, 
whose people are complaining loudly, pays only $10.88; but 
New York citizens pay between $30 and $36 per capita. 
The general extravagance of our rulers is shameful and this 
particular item for religious grist-mills outrageous. Think 
of every man, woman, and child in the city being compeile d 
to annually contribute a dollar to support a lot of religious 


He did not giv the story for publication, but as one of the | harpies who make a business of charity! 
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Faith and Morality as Factors in Salvation. 


The meaning ot the term J’aigh, as used in this 
article, is belief and trust; that of Morality, good 
conduct in this life. =< ne 

The elementary principle of all the religious teach- 
ing of the Bible, and the various churches based on it, 
is faith. This faith is the child of education, and kas 
not any necessary connection with moral virtue. 


Fanatic assassins and sensual idolatérs hav often dis- | 
played a faith unsurpassed by any Christian saint. An | 


equally vehement faith has, in many instances, in- 
flamed the persecutor with zeal and armed the martyr 
with endurance. Saul, the Hebrew zealot, breathing 
forth threatenings and slaughter against the infant 
Christian church, was imbued with a faith as strong as 
that of Paul the Apostle. He would hav suffered for 


the Jewish law and traditions as much as he afterward | 


suffered for the sake of Christ. Some of the most 
eminent Bible saints, whose pious and godly lives are 


emphatically indorsed by the God revealed im the | 


Bible in terms of the highest commendation, accord- 
ing to the statements of the same book, were men 
of the grossest habitual vice, with scarcely a re- 
deeming moral trait.in their character. This isa very 
strong assertion, but it is thoughtfully made, and its 
proof is at hand. 

For our edification and spiritual comfort, let us 
carefully examin the Bible account of the life of the 
godly David, to the spotless purity of whose life an 
all-wise and all-good God gave this explicit testi- 
mony, saying, “I hav found David, the son of Jesse, 
a man after mine own heart, which shall fulfil all my 
will” (1 Sam, xiii, 14, and Acts xiii, 22). After David's 


death, we are informed that God himself, by the | 


mouth of the prophet Abijah, pronounced this glow- 
ing eulogy on the perfect life of his servant David: 
“Who kept my commandments, and who followed 
me with all his heart to do only that which was right 
in mine eyes” (1 Kings xiv, 8). And again, to 
silence every possible objection to the holy purity of 
this man whom God specially delights to honor, we 
are told in 1 Kings, xv, 5, that “ David did that which 
was tight in the eyes of the Lord, and turned not 
aside from anything that he commanded him all the 
days of his life, save only in the matter of Uriah the 
Hittite.” In accordance with this exception, I will 
not charge David with this sin in the following brief 
review of some of the most prominent actions of his 
pious life, as depicted in the inspired pages of God's 
most holy word. (Chiefly condensed from Bradlaugh’s 
Life of David). 

. While this pious man was living in exile through 
fear of Saul, there gathered around him four hundred 
people, composed of such as were in distress, discon- | 
tented, and in debt (1 Sam. xxii, 2). Captain of these | 
men, he and they led a waxdering life, and sometimes | 
exacted a kind of blackmail from persons of property. | 
For permitting. Nabals possessions to escape un- | 
robbed the upright David demanded compensation. | 
As Nabal did not comply with this unjust demand, 
David resolved to murder him and all his household | 
for their wieked reluctance to quietly submit to his 
extortions. Before David did this, Nabal’s wife saw | 
David and compromised the matter with him. Hei 
accepted her person, and ten days afterward poor 
Nabal was found dead in his bed (1 Sam. xxv). 
Shortly afterward David, now at the head of six hun- 
dred brigands, went and lived during sixteen months 
under the protection of Achish, king of Gath. 


of neighboring places, killing the unfortunate people, 


and leaving neither man nor woman alive to informi 
And às be always | 


Achish of his depredations. 
walked in God's ways, to whom lying lips are said to | 
be an abomination, he lied to the king to hide -his | 
base actions (1 Sam. xxvii). Still his conduct must 
hav redounded to the glory of God, whose ways are 
not as ours. Shortly after this the Philistines went 
to war with the Israelites, and the unpatriotic David 
' offered King Achish the help of himself and his band 
of men to make war on the people of his own coun- 
try; but ‘the Philistines had the honor to reject the 
traitor's aid, and thus save David from the consum- 
mation “yf his base offer (1 Sam. xxviii, 12; xxix). 
When he became king over all Israel, we are told that 
he eaptured the stronghold of Zion, and on that day 
proclaimed that “ whosoever getteth up to the gutter, 
and smiteth the lame and the blind, that are hated of ; 
David's soul, he shall be chief and captain "(2 Sam. 
v, 8). Joab goes up first, to smite the lame and the | 
blind, and becomes chief, by odious * merit raised to | 
that bad eminence” (1 Chron. xi 6) And God is! 
represented as being well pleased with this inhuman | 
-conduct of the brutal monster David, who for the 
barbarous murder of these poor helpless persons re- | 
warded Joab with the leadership of the armies of 
God's favorit people. David himself seems to hav 
been quite vain of his physical perfections. This we 
are led to infer from the fact that, on tbe occasion of 
a wonderful religious revival, he slipped off most of |! 


While | 
residing there, this holy man robbed the inhabitants | 


i permitted. In this condition he danced and shouted 
| before the admiring gaze of his subjects. He seemed 
! specially delighted to make what in this Infidel age 
| of the.world would be called an indecent exposure of 
his godly person in full view of the young women of 
the congregation. Michal, probably the most. mod- 
est of his many wives, saw him go through this little 
performance, and, in that tone of cutting sarcasm 


“How glorious was the king of Israel to-day, who 
! uncovered himself to-day i the eyes of the hand- 
! maids of his servants, as one of. the vain fellows 
i shamelessly uneovereth himself” (2 Sam. vi, 20). 
|The Lord seems to hay, been highly pleased with 
i David’s conduct on this occasion, and punished 
Michal for her reproof -of David by inflicting upon 
her the then dreaded curse of childlessness (2 Sam. vi, 
13, 23) (Kelso). This exemplary man, after God's 
own heart, whose holiness should mantle the cheek 
of Infidelity with the burning blush of shame, ac- 
cording to Psalms xxxviii, contracted a disease that 
| made him roar and left neither soundness in his flesh 
! nor rest in his bones. Butto the honor of this chosen 
vessel of grace be it told that in this severe affliction 
| he remained so divinely saturated with Bible piety 
that: he was still able to triumph over his light afflic- 
tions, which in the end worked for.him a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory. From the 
depths of his misery he rejoicingly. exclaims: “In 
thee, O Lord, do I hope!" Certainly ; why should 
you not hope inthe Lord? You need not despair, 
holy David.. By faith take a dip in the cleansing 
blood of the “lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world” (Rev. xin, 8) This will be your passport 
through God's great bankrupt courtof salvation, and 
you will come out as good as any new-born Method- 
ist saint, ready to join in singing the heavenly song: 
o Iw steal, I will rob, and Pll murder, 
Or do any dark deed that I will, 
Just ceasing in time to be sorry, 
And Jesus will settle the bill! 

And there wili be abundance of joy in the Jewish- 
Christian heaven, “more than over ninety and nine 
just persons which need no repentance” (Luke xvi, 

We are told that David repented and was. for- 
given for having committed the crimes of murder and 
adultery in the case of Uriah and his wife, and that 
‘the good .God, who is all-just, killed an innocent 
child which had no part or share in its father’s dread- 


from the. womb of Uriah’s wife (2 Sam. xii, 14, 15). 
After this, David became more cruel and merciless 
than before, for we are informed that he now sawed 
people with saws, cut them with harrows and axes, 
and made them pass through brick kilns (2 Sam. xii, 
31) .David had sworn to Saul that he would not 
cut off his seed, 4 e, he would not destroy Sauls 
family (1 Sam. xxiv, 16-22). But he now took two of 
Saul’s sons, and. five of Sauts grandsons, and gaye 
them up to the Gibeonites, who hung them. In this 
way the godly David kept his sworn promis to Saul 
(2 Sam. xxi, 4-9). The anger of the Lord being 
kindled against Israel, and he, wishing. some excuse 
to punish the descendants of Jacob, moved David to 
number his people (2 Sam. xxiv,1). In the account of 
the census which David caused to be taken, there is 
a trivial disagreement to. the extent of 270,000 sol- 
i diers between 2 Sam. xxiv, 9, and.1 Chron. xxi, 5. But 
| my Christian friends. must not let either common 
sense or such:a slight inaceuracy as this stand be- 
tween them and heaven. David, it seems, did wrong 
in numbering his people, though we are never told 
in the account given us of his life that he did wrong 
in robbing and murdering their neighbors, or in pil- 
laging peaceable people. The king having done 
wrong, an all-merciful God brought a pestilence on 
the people and killed 70,000 of them for an offense 
which their ruler had committed and in which they 
had no share (2 Sam. xxiv, 15). : 

David at last grows old and weak, and his death 
hour comes. Oh! as the hart panteth for the water 
brooks, so panteth the Christian heart for the pre- 
cious consolation of the dying words of the Psalmist. 
What pious instruction shall we not derive from the 
death-bed scene of him “who found favor before 
God” (Acts, vii, 45-46; “obtained a good report 
through faith" (Heb. xi, 32, 39), and was indorsed 
by Paul as having been a “man after God's own 
heart" (Acts, xii, 22). Listen to the last words of 
Judah's expiring monarch. Let my Methodist friends 
who, in their pious zeal, regard an Infidel as “below 
the brute,” and who hav heard their ministers retail 
the pious frauds and forgeries perpetrated with ref- 
erence to the death-beds and dying words of the 
great, the generous, the witty Voltaire, who laughed 
superstition into fits ; the manly, self-denying, incor- 
ruptible Thomas Paine, who regarded the world as 
his country, and whose religion was “to do good ”— 
come with me to the death-couch of the special favor- 
it of God. Bathsheba’s son, Solomon, ‘stands by 
his side. What does the dying David say? Does he 
talk of, cherubs, angels, and heavenly choirs? Nay, 
none of these things pass his lips. Does he make a 


his clothing and returned to the primitiv fashion of | 
Eden as closely as the degenerate custom of his time | 


confession of his crime-stained life, and beg his son 
to be a better king, a truer man, a more honest citi- 


which offended wives. know so well how to use, said, | 


ful crimes, and never chose that it should be born. 


zen, a wiser father? Nay, not so. No word of sor- 


row, no sigh of regret, no expression of remorse, es- Pi 
What. does the dying David say?— ^ 
this red-handed robber, whose life has been extolled’ ^ 


capes his lips. 


and guarded by “our father which art in heaven ;” 
this perjured king, whose dying lips hav found favor 
in the sight of God, and who, when he dies, is safe . 
for heaven. Does David repent? Nay, like the rav- ' 
enous tiger or wolf, which, once tasting blood, is made 


more eager for thé prey, he yearns for blood; he ui 


dies, and with his dying breath begs his son to bring 
the gray hairs of two oid men—one of whom he had 
sworn not to killodown to the grave with blood. 
Yet this is the life and death of God's anointed king, `` 
the chief of God's chosen people (1 Kings ii, 1, 10) — . 
While David is spoken of by Deity as obeying all - 
the statutes and keeping all the commandments of 


God, we are astonished to find that murder, theft, | Dur 


lying, licentiousness, treachéry, and perjury are 
among thé crimes that may be laid to his charge. - 
David was a liar, God is a God of truth ; David was `. 
cruel and merciless, God is merciful and long-suffer- 


ing; David was a thief, God says “Thou shalt not 


steal ;" David was a murderer, God says, “ Thou shalt - 
do no murder;” David accepted the person of Nabal’s 
wife, God says, “ Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's 
wife.” Yet, notwithstanding all these things, the 
Bible assures us that David was “a man after. God’s 
own heart.” i T. 

Had this saintly man any redeeming moral traits 
in his character? Was he a good citizen? If so, 
the Bible is silent about every action that would 
justly entitle him to such an appellation, and instead 
has given us the record of his attempted extortion in 
the case of Nabal, and has furnished us with a notice 
of his horde of followers—outlawed, discontented, 
and in debt. Was he even grateful to those who, 
aided him in his hour of need? Nay; like the torpid 
serpent which, half frozen by the wayside, is warmed 
into new life in the traveler's bosom, and then treach- 
erously stabs him with its poisoned fangs, so David 
robbed and murdered -the friends and allies of the 
king of Gath, who had given him refuge from. the 
pursuit of Saul. Does his patriotism outshine his 
many vices? Not even this. David was a heartless 
traitor, who volunteered to serve against his own ' 
countrymen, and would hav done so had not the 
Philistines rejected the traitor's aid. "Was he à good 
king? His crimes brought a plague and pestilence 
on his subjects, and his reign is a continued succes- 
sion of wars, revolts, assassinations, plots and’ coun- 


terplots, while his whole life is a dark blot on the ` 


page of human history. 
While Christian apologists make no direct attempt 
to justify David’s general conduct, because none can 
be made, they yet, in palliation of it, sometimes 
charge Infidels with putting an unfair interpretation 
and coloring on several of the scriptural passages re- 
lating to him. This charge is emphatically denied. 
It is the Christians themselvs whom necessity has 
driven to do this, in order to gloss over and hide in : 
some small degree the odiously bad character of the 
sweet and pious singer of Israel All that has been 
done in this article has only brought forward his 
robbing, murdering, lying, cruel, licentious, unpatri- - 
otic, and perjured traits of character as the Bible it- 
self has painted them, and contrasted them with 
other statements of the same book respecting him 
and some of the leading principles of social morality 
—two classes of statements so utterly opposed to 
each other as to render it impossible for any truthful 
being to reconcile them. Consequently, to claim di- . 
vine inspiration for the contradictory book which . 
contains them is a gross libel on all truth and justice. 


All exalted and noble conceptions of right conduct’ . 


unanimously swear that David was not a man after 
the heart of any just being, and that the book which 
asserts that he was a good man, as the Bible does, 
originated in barbarism, and has not even a civilized 
man for its author. ` : 

In this brief review of the life of the man after 
God’s own heart, it has been shown that the New 
Testament indorses the statements of the Old re- 
garding his holy character. Now it is a well known 
fact that in the great? school of life, where all are 
scholars, Example has always been the great teacher 
of the unreasoning multitude which form the bulk of 
its students. In her commanding presence, rational 
precepts, however wise and good, stand neglected in 
the shade, unknown or forgotten. Scorning reason, 


‘she says to one, * Go," and he goeth; to another, 


“ Come,” and he cometh, and to her obedient ser- 
vants, “ Do these things,” and they are done. Hence, 
when the borrowed deity of the Christians and the 
book which they devoutly believe was inspired by 
him, condescend to honor, praise, and magnify the 
character of a man like David as a life-long incarna- 
tion of every virtue pleasing to God (save in one in- 
stance), is it any wonder that so many church mem- 
bers are so woefully deficient in the practice of jus- 
tice, mercy, and truth, and nearly every other virtue 
which adorns and ennobles human life? In this sad 
state of things, reason, honesty, truth, and charity . 
are at a heavy discount, and blind faith and hypoc- : 
risy at a high premium in the stock market of the 
Christian church. Wherever she possesses acommand~ 


l perish by the wayside, while the Christian priest and 


. influence for over eighteen hundred years; and the 


- iżed hypocrisy on one hand, and blind belief on the 
. other. Is it any wonder, then, that ignorance and, 


` holy fever of blind zeal for the glory of God, slams 
: ` the door of every office of trust, honor, or emolu- 
 , ment at his disposal in the face of men of known and 


~~ ceased to believe in the inspiration and healthy moral 
‘influence of a book which sanctions with the highest 


. _ nent in wickedness and worthy only of being held in 
- everlasting shame and contempt. 


: the church’s enmity against all in 
; . who denounce her shams to wear the bandage of 


.faith over their eyes, take a sectarian bit in their 


^ ‘backs and drive them with the lash of starvation in 
` this world, and threats of hell in the next, into some 


. compelled to bear the kieks and spurns of holy 
' ignorance and sanctified hypocrisy—that, reduced to 


, other side? 


as Lot, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and David-:all emi- | 


. least surprised that so many believers grace our pen- 
itentiaries and prisons, or, according to their own dy- 


. charitable to the poor and suffering, every way a good 


‘skeptical as to the inspiration of the Bible, or even a 


-and sentenced by the judge to forfeit his life. 


.his execution he is visited by the clergy, repents, ac- 


"been forgiven, and that within a few moments he will 
, be with his maker in heaven. 


. other man’s soul to heaven, to spend eternity iu 


‘not be called a just man who would undertake to 


‘mon Sense). 
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ing influence, the religious bigot, animated with a 


acknowledged moral worth and intellectual ability, 
because they are honest enough to say that they hav 


praise the character of such aman as David, whose 
whole life, though crowned with faith, was pre-emi- 


“From pulpit and 
press, from tongue and pen, still lows £he venom of 
pendence of 
thought and expression which do not cvincide with 
her irrational creeds and dogmas.” If she only had. 
her former power she would compel the honest min 


mouth, bow the abject knee in the superstitious dust 
of a by-gone age, let pxiesteraft mount their servil 


one or more of the popular churches of the day. Is 
itany wonder that patient merit in many instances is 


rags and penury, it is often left uncared for to 


Levite, dressed in the finest clothing, and faring 
sumptuously every day, scornfully pass by on the 


Christianity has oceupied the throne of power and 


net results of her work in all these centuries is organ- 


church bigotry, acting on the said Christian princ: 
that “the end justifies the means,” still lead men, ; 
Paul (Rom. iii, 7), to lie for the glory of God, a: 
like him (God), be known by them “ breach’. 
promis” among their neighbors (see Num. xiv, 34)? 
‘When we consider the evil and widespread influence 
of the bad examples of celebrated Bible saints such 


E 


nent for faith and wickedness—we are nc Mn the 


ing confessions and their attending minister's assur- 
ance, swing from the gallows into that heavenly land 
of pure delight where it is alleged that sin and evil 
had their birth, and Bible saints immortal reign. 
For of such is the kingdom of heaven. : 

«To illustrate what Christianity teaches regarding 
the relativ value of good works and faith as factors-in 
salvation, we will take the case of a man who is peace- 
able, law-abiding, a kind father, a good neighbor, and 


citizen in the, community in which he livs. He en- 
deavors in all his transactions to do justly and love 
mercy. But this individual is not a religious man in 
the church sense of the word. He has never experi- 
enced what it calls ‘a change of heart,’ possibly he is 


future life. During a dark night, on his way home, 
where a fond wife and prattling babes are eagerly 
watching for his coming, a brute, in the shape of a 
man, with bloodthirsty instincts, and for the sake of 
a few dollars, knocks him down with a club and leaves 
him on the highway a corpse. The villain is arrested, 
tried by a jury of twelve honest men, found guilty, 

ur- 
ing the interval between his sentence and the day of 


cepts Christ as his savior, professes religion, receives 
the sacraments of baptism and the Lord's supper, 
and declares himself accepted of God. 

“He ascends the gallows steps with a firm tread, the 
New Testament in his hand, prays fervently, and just 
before the fatal drop falls assures the gaping crowd 
that he has found peace in Jesus, that his sins hav 


According to strait- 
jacket Bible Christianity, the soul of the murdered 
man. has gone to perdition, there to suffer the ever- 
lasting punishment declared against unbelief; the 


praising the Lord of hosts and feasting his eyes on 
the never-ending miseries of the unfortunate victim 
of his crime. This revolting doctrin givs the pre- 
mium of everlasting happiness to a man whose whole 
life, except the last few hours, was spent in infamy 
and erime, aud punishes him whose whole life was a 
model of virtuous conduct in the endless torments of 
hell. Virtue passes for nothing, and vice, at_last 
crowned with faith, gets the sugarplums. The Bible 
and the Christian call the God, whom they represent 
as acting in this manner, a just God; but he could 


follow his example. No wonder that there is so much 
wickedness in the Christian world, that believes in a 
God having such a character, and that it is his pre- 
cept which commands them ‘to be perfect ‘even as 
their father in heaven is perfect’ (Matt. v. 48)” (Com- 


And now one word in conclusion. The writer de- 
sires to be regarded as having no warfare with men, 
but only with principles whieh he believes to be per- 
nieious. Hating rheumatism, he has nothing but 
sympathy for theunfortunate person who has it. He 
believes that the relation of people to each other is 
as men, and to everyone who is willing to allow oth- 
ers every liberty and right whieh he claims for him- 
self the writer extends the hand of fellowship and 
good will. A. DrrwonrR. 

Cedar Hill, Tex. Q0 oa 

oO — ——— — 
The Sum of All Folly. - 

If we could get all our goods by wishing for them, 
would it not be better than by toiling and spending 
money ?. If foreign ships brought all kinds of manu- 
factures here and gave thém away, who would object? 
No sane person, surely. Now, because foreign ships 
come here and offer half their goods for nothing (or 
all of iem so cheap that it amounts to the same 
thing), a: ;ertain few object, and put such a heavy fine 
or tax on their imported goods as to keep them from 
coming here. The same wicked selfishness that has 
upheld persecution, tyranny, slavery, war, despotism, 
now upholds the tax on trade and decries cheap im- 
ports. If slavery was “the sum of villainies,” our 
tariff is the sum of all stu‘vidities. 

A sample, of the execrab::, hypocrisy of protection 
is seen in the silk business. “American industry is 
not to be allowed to compete with foreign pauper 
labor" No! no! A heavy tariff is put on imported 
silk manufactures, so that a few thousand persons in 
silk factories, not over ten thousand in all, and mostly 
children i2; girls, may get big wages ostensibly, but 
in reality to favor a half-dozen éixgioyers. They are 
American laborers, and theirs is an industry par ex- 
céllence. They -must be protected, and more joy is 
made over. their paltry product ten thousand times 
than over all the results of agriculture itself, whereas 
in fact the hens of any half-dozen counties surpass it. 
But the poor creatures who try to produce the raw 
silk here are left to compete with Chinese and Ital- 
ians, in their foreign homes, who work for ten to 
twenty cents per day. Get into a factory and work 
up the raw-material, and you become an industry and 
are to be protected ; but go out and toil to create the 
wealth out of which the manufacture exists, and you 
are a nonentity, except for taxation. 

There is something so unutterably foolish in thé 
belief that wages are higher because employers make 
higher profit, that one knows not how to expose it. 
But, says a large manufacturer to me, we don’t pre- 
tend to pay more wages because we make more profit. 
The point is just this—if you don’t protect us we 
can’t pay at all, or can only offer so little wages that 
our workmen will leave us and go at farming. 

And that is just the truth. Your occupation is no 
business at all It is beggary, alms, and extortion. 
Good heavens! To believe that a vast number of 
people can do prosperously what no one can do with- 
out ruin. One man can not neglect his proper busi- 
ness to make his own shoes, wagons, harness, etc. 
But several millions can despise the opportunities 
that are all around and under foot; can waste mill- 
ions’ worth of raw material, the product of their own 
hard toil or of countless ages of nature’s storing, and 
can violently displace, pervert, or prevent the natural 
evolution of labor by vast numbers of their citizens 
—all to make a little silk and keep a dozen steel rail 
mills going, and a few hundred woollen factories and 
some thousand or two of other mills, foundries, etc. 

The waste and neglect of raw material in the West 
and South is something stupendous, all because 
manufacturing is invited or forced into departments 
that are unnatural to our present development. 
Manufactures should develop naturally, just as the 
flour mill follows upon the thresher. Natural home 
demand is the parent of manufactures, not a demand 
forced by embargo on ports and a robber tax. Hostil 
states blockade each other’s ports to ruin or distress 
the foe. A robber congress has put an embargo on 
our ports, and punishes the smuggler as the belliger- 
ent punishes the blockade runner. Were we of the 


West under another flag, how long would we tolerate 


a tariff by the nation owning the ports that compels 
our products—the exports—to pay it? 

Although we are near sixty millions of people, we are 
not as great a nation as we were in 1860 with thirty 
millions. We are not so compactly settled as we 
were in 1850. Since 1865 the whole continent has 
been opened up by railways, and we are relativly a 
more dispersed, thinly-settled nation. In 1875 lands 
had fallen lower than for many years, owing to the 
countless millions of acres opened up by transcon- 
tinental railways and by the homestead laws. We 
were more crowded in 1860, and our manufactures 
had increased in less than ten years some eighteen 
thousand in number, and the investment one hundred 
per cent. From 1870 to 1880 we added less than 
eighteen hundred to the number, and only thirty-five 
per cent invested capital. From 1850 to 1860 was 
our free trade era. Then the agricultural implement 


| business originated, created its own market by ex- 


periments in the fields, and grew to enormous pro- 
portions. In our then comparativly compact older 


settled conditions the word tramp was as unknown as 
the thing; the tramp was the creature, in England, 
of her corn laws, and filled her highways by armies in 


‘1816-48 


I hav stated solid facts. 
there will no more be heard of strikes, labor riots, 
Communism, Socialism, or tramps, until our lands are 
settled up, and some other bad laws are felt. 

: Hott. 
Freethought and Aristocracy. 

It is well known that popular opinion sustaining 
capital against wages; aristocracy against the masses 
and the reforms they attempt; church. policy with its 
ostracizing power in society; municipality and court 
against civil and moral justice, Freethought and free 
speech, and. that this opinion is what sustains the 
demoralized democracy in favoring all these oppres- 
sions. Need it be plainer stated that this popularity 
is the executiv despotism of to-day? Then, how 
paradoxical the motiv, how fatal the effort to advance 
a counter movement by its standard of honor? 
Simply bowing to its authority, and laying our cause 
at its feet. Freethought allowed to all cannot affil- 
iate with aristocracy, save on the hypothesis that the 


masses freely think out the condition, and chose the 


slavery of obedience to a clan of rulers. That state 


not anticipated, leaves the phrase, “Aristocracy of ` 


Freethought” a silly solecism, an ironical test of the 
people’s logical ability. But the finest scholarship 
and best skill in using language cannot devise a form 
of sophistry and paint it to mystify the mockery, or 
puzzle an average reasoner. It is well that existing 
ideas find open airing and honest criticism, all with- 
out personal pique, Liberals who are sure that they 
know should in kindness say that flattering flour- 
ishes, as of triumphal pride, appear insincere in our 
case, are unadapted to present needs ; and wasted time, 
enerey or means, are suicidal in all applicable senses. 
Let us glance à moment at the plausible feature in 
the aristocratic proposition. Merit and service are 
qualifying tests. Deciding arbiters are implied— 
various minds will be authorized. Doubtless the 
author of the idea, with ability to. prove his gener- 
osity and win good regards, will be considered 
soundly competent. S. Mitchell, with a life of meri- 
torious labor and benign service in many reforms, 
will be named prince of the compact. Ezra and 


Angela Heywood, having shown what the deep, , 


blighting wrongs and cruelties of this vicious age are, 
and what measures will abolish and regulate blessings 


equally—having well served the nation by defending : 


themselvs through dire persecution, and in that de- 
fense spared others the pain of similar injustice— 
having thus merited public and personal thanks, will 
be by acclamation pronounced king and queen of the 
nobility. But they will decline the vain proffer, say- 
ing, Away with the signs of caste and coercion, we 
are citizens of a fraternal republic. No test can ap- 
ply but the old one of inherited vampirism. Good- 
ness and greatness love level plains where they can 
cheer the depressed and inspire the low; they abhor 
a gulf between them and the unfortunate. If by 
serving justice we ever merit and achieve a real re- 
publie, it seems likely that seekers for delectable po- 
sitions willsomewhere consort with the like-minded, 
and that those who hav severed the roots of the 
tyrannic upas til they hav freed a country, will 
accept the name radicals. 

The secretary of the national department says, 
* Committees and papers, not conventions, are places 
to discuss secular affairs.” Search in that plan for 


good features is haply successful. I educe this: Ex-. 


pensiv conventions are useless; each state will call a 
meeting when and only when seen useful, and for 
such purpose as can serve the cause. Auxiliaries 


will make corresponding secretaries, and these, in a ` 


state or section, will constitute a council to consult 
together by advice of their business committees, and 
see to actiy efforts in that section. Ten thousand dol- 
lars can pay twenty supervising organizers for as many 
states. These will co-operate with councils. Papers 
will inform all states what each state is doing—if Tus 
Truta Szexer overflows, its counterpart, the Zruth 
Teller, should be opened; for we, whose hearts are 
breaking in love for our ravished country, must speak. 
The warning of our veteran Pillsbury, is pertinent ; 
implied duties appeal for attention. If this widely 
settled incubus be not changed to invigoration, not 
only pens of fire, but words of flame and hands of 
steel, will be the call. M. E. Trrrorsox. 


—9—9—9- 


Golden Comfort. 


With the new generation the Christian church has 
not the influence that could be wished. One thing 
in our favor is that it is fashionable to go to church 
nowadays. All the very rich people in New York— 
the Astors, Vanderbilts, and Goulds—go to church 
regularly.— Rev. Dr. Haines. 

--9—— 
Sauce for the Goose is Sauce for the Gander. 
From John Swiutows Paper. 

If the president is to be empowered to appoint 
trustees for the Mormon chureh, Senator Edmunds, 
how about trustees for other churches? 


39 


Abolish this tariff, and . 
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Se SS R 
Persecuting the Mormons. 

Mr. Powers, one of the federal judges of Utah, has 
begun the crusade against Mormonism. He refuses 
to naturalize a Mormon alien on the ground of his 
belief as a Mormon. 

In answer to questions by Judge Powers, the ap- 
plicant for naturalization papers stated that he was at- 
tached to the principles and laws of this country; that 
he proposed to obey these laws, those relating to po- 
lygamy and cohabitation included; that he believed it 
right for a man to hav living and undivorced more 
than one wife; and that this belief would prevent 
him from rendering a verdict of guilty in a polygamy 
case, if he was called as a juror in such a case, even 
if the proof should show the prisoner guilty beyond 
a reasonable doubt. 

Upon this last statement that he would not, as a 
juror, convict for polygamy, Judge Powers refused 
the alien his papers. The qualifications for natural- 
ization are that it shall appear to the court that, 
“during the preceding five years, the applicant has 
behaved as a man of good moral character, attached 
to the principles of the Constitution .of the United 
States, and well disposed to the good order and 
happineés of the same.” It is not possible to stretch 
this language to cover belief. The United States 
district attorney prosecuting a man for polyga- 
mous living might object to such a juror as this 
-alien, on the same ground that prosecuting attorneys 
now object to a juror who is opposed to capital pun- 
ishment when trying a murder case, but a judge can 
not constitutionally refuse naturalization papers to 
such a man with any more justice than he could to the 
man opposed to capital punishment. 


to hav waited for Congress to authorize him to ex- 
clude a man from citizenship because of his belief, 
and not enter upon a little one-horse Christian cru- 
sade of his own. And we think that Congress will 
also do well to obey the first article of the amend- 
ments to the United States Constitution, which pro- 
hibits Congress from making an establishment of 
religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof. 

But this is not all, nor is it the worst. The Senate 
has passed the Edmunds bill to take the management 
of the temporal affairs of the Mormon church out of 
the hands of the church trustees and invest it in a 
board of trustees appointed by the president, “by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate.” The 
Mormon church is incorporated under territorial laws 
and its business is conducted by thirteen trustees. 
Senator Edmunds proposes to appoint fourteen. addi- 


| tional trustees, presumably from the Christian church, 


certainly inimical to Mormonism. These fourteen 
trustees are to report every year to the Interior de- 
partment. It wil be seen that the government's 
trustees would control the organization by outvoting. 
the church trustees on every question. The thirteen 
church trustees would of course hav no power by the 
side of the fourteen trustees representing the govern- 
ment at Washington. This is to be done because 
some of the members of the church hav violated a 
law of Congress concerning marriages, and because 
the church has sanctioned the marriages which are 
forbidden by law. 

In the debate upon this bill some remarkable words 
of bigotry were spoken. Mr. Morgan addressed the 
Senate in support of an amendment offered by him 
providing for the disposal of the property of the 
Mormon church according to the rules and princi- 
ples of the common law, as in the case of the dissolu- 
tion of a corporation. He felt, he said, that we 
ought to strike the Mormon church organization out 
of existence. It was as à shrewd temporal organiza- 
tion that it had gained so much power. Its emigrant 
arrangements, its tithing capacity, its money power, 
and generally its organizing vigor had been the won- 
dér of our time. Instead of appointing trustees for 


; | the management of these temporal matters, Congress 


should cut up the organization root and branch. Mr. 
Maxey supported the bill, he said, because he held 
that Mormonism was a mere cover for licentiousness. 
He thought the judiciary committee had diserimi- 
nated with great skill between religious. liberty and 
secular license. Mr. Edmunds said that the trustees 
appointed by the president were to see that the 
church money, which is enormous, should not be ap- 
plied to the propagation of polygamy. But in the face 
of the words of the bill Mr. Edmunds’s statement is’ 
dishonest. The sections of the bill applying are: 


** Tenth—Authorizing fourteen trustees to be appointed by 


the president, by and with the advice and consent of the Sen- | 
| ate, to take possession and control of the property and affairs 


of the corporation of the Mormon church and wind up 
its affairs. 

* Eleventh — Authorizing the attorney-general to sue for and 
escheat to the government all property of the Mormon 
church corporation in excess of $50,000 of value in real prop- 
erty, eXcept buildings used exclusivly for purposes of relig- 
ious worship, and devoting the funds realized to common 
school purposes. 

** Twelfth—Disincorporating the Mormon ‘Perpetual Emi- 
gration Fund Society,’ winding up its affairs and devoting its 
funds to common school purposes." 


There was but little opposition to the bill Mr. 
Callsaid he did not believe that Congress had the 
right to destroy the religious establishment of the 
Mormons. The practice of polygamy did not author- 
ize us to violate the Constitution of the United States 
by legislating in regard to an establishment of relig- 
ion or take private property for public use. Refer- 
ring to Mr. Edmunds’s point that it was not the re- 
ligious but the temporal concerns of the church that 
were to be administered by the trustees provided by 
the bill, Mr. Call inquired what would be thought of 
Congress if it should undertake to administer, by 
trustees or otherwise, the property and temporal 
affairs of, for example, the Roman Catholic Church. 
He read from early Puritan laws to show that in the 
seventeenth century the Quakers were denominated a 
“damnable sect,” and that all the persons who en- 
couraged their entry in the colonies were subject to 
a fine of £100, as well as imprisonment. Mr. Teller 
said he was as* anxious as any man to see polygamy 
extirpated but wanted to see it done under the form 
and under the color of law. Polygamy was a crime, 


We think it pgp hav been well for Judge Powers | but not a greater crime than murder, not a greater 


ES 


a 


of Ga.; 


crime than rape. 


Mr. Teller was willing to “ put the 


knife in,” but wanted to do it in a manner authorized .. -°- 


by our Constitution and laws. He believed the old 
law had enough authority in it to enable the govern- 


ment to complete the end in view in this matter, but - 
.for fifteen years the government had made practically 


no effort to enforce the old law. He regarded 


Joseph Smith as an arrant knave, and his system as an - 


odious oligarehy and despotism that must be wiped 
out. But if we could justify the transgression of law 
in this instance we could in others. 
owed our liberties to fredom of speech and worship. 
We were departing from that ground when we passed 
such a bill as that under consideration. The Mor- 
mon has as much right to proclaim his faith as “ the 
distinguished man who denies the divinity of Christ." 

When the debate closed the bill passed by the fol- 
lowing vote, and it now goes to the house for action 
thereon: EAS 

*"YgAs.—Messrs. Allison (rep.), of Ia.; Beck (dem.), of 
Ky.; Berry (dem.), of Ark.; Chace (rep.), of R. I. ; Cock- 
rell (dem.), of Mo. ; Coke (dem.), of Texas; Colquitt (dem.), 
Conger (rep.), of Mich.; Cullom (rep.), of Ill; 
Dawes (rep.), of Mass.; Dolph (rep.), of Ore.; Edmunds 
(rep.), of Vt. ; Eustis(dem.), of La.; Evarts (rep.), of N. Y.; 
Frye (rep.), of Me.; George (dem.), of Miss.; Harris (dem.), 
of Tenn.; Harrison (rep.), of Ind. ; Hawley (rep.), of Conn. ; 
Ingalls (rep.), of Kan.; Jackson (dem.), of'Tenn.; Logan 
(rep.), of Ill. ; McMillan (rep.), of Minn.; Manderson (rep.), 
of Neb.; Maxey (dem.), of Texas; Mitchell (rep.), of Pa.; 
Morrill (rep.), of Vt.; Palmer (rep.), of Mich. ; Payne (dem.), 
of Ohio; Platt (rep.), of Conn.; Pugh (dem.), of Ala.; 
Sawyer (rep.), of Wis.; Sherman (rep.) of Ohio; Spooner 
(rep.), of Wis.; Van Wyck (rep), of Neb. ; Walthall (dem.), 
of Miss. ; Wilson (rep.), of Ta., and Wilson (dem.), of Md. 
Republicans, 24; Democrats, 14. Total, 38. 

Nays.—Blair (rep. ), of N. H.; Call (dem. ), of Fla.; . Gib- 
son (dem.), of La.; Hampton (dem.), of S. C.; Hoar (rep. J 
of Mass.; Morgan (dem.), of Ala., and Vance (dem.), of N. C. 
Republicans, 2; Democrats, 5. Total, 7. 

If the house shall concur in this measure and the 
president shall sign the bill, the United States gov- 
ernment will be fully embarked in the religious busi- 
ness, with a church organization on its hands, and 
next we shall be having Congress passing laws as to 
what a man may believe. The Constitution is not of 
a straw's weight with the Christian bigots who see in 
the rival religion nothing but evil. 
- Mormonism is an imposition. 
about that. But so is Christianity and so are all other 
supernatural religions. A- great many thousands of 
people, however, cherish Mormonism as sincerely, 
and believe in it as devoutly, as a great many thou- 
sands cherish and believe in Christianity. The Consti- 


tution of.our country was framed to protect all alike, - 


and throw the strong. arm of the law around all be- 
liefs, allowing everyone to exercise and support his 
own preferred religion, be it Christianity, Mormonism, 
or Mohammedanism. Congress has no more right to 
usurp the control of the Mormon property than it has 
to confiscate the Broadway building of the Method- 
ist Book Concern. 

Polygamy is immoral. That is unquestionable. 
But it ill becomes those Senators who keep mistresses 
to rave about immorality. There is à command in 
the book these Christians-for-votes-only profess to 
revere that the beam in thine own eye shall be re- 
moved before much fuss shall be made about the 
mote in the neighbor's. In New York fornication is no 
crime, and a man may hav forty practical wives if he 


can support them, and thirty-nine hav had no cere. 


mony performed over them. Hundredsand thousands 
of the business men of this city—church-members, 
too—cohabit with more than one woman. Why not 


appoint trustees for the property of all the churches , 


whose members are guilty of adultery, if that im- 
morality is sufficient excuse for Congressional interfer- 
ence? Senator Edmunds's bill provides that “ the law- 
ful wife of a man charged with the crime of polyg- 
amy may be compelled to testify against her husband 
as to all matters except confidential communications 
made by him to her.” Put the lawful wives of thou- 
sands of New York citys or Washington's solid men 
on the stand, compel them to testify to all they know 


except the confidential communications of their hus- ' 


bands, and a state of affairs would be revealed beside 
which the polygamous trials of Utah would be insig- 
nificant. Why should sexual promiscuity be a crime in 
Utah and not in New York? 

As to the property question, there was not a word 


said in the senatorial debate about the danger to the © 


country of allowing the Mormon hierarchy to con- 
tinue to control their own revenues that will not 
apply with tenfold more force to the Roman Catholic 


Mr. Call said we | 


There is no doubt | 


f te 


. of the Freedom of Worship bill. 


other state-paid officials. 
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"hierarchy, and with equal force to the Methodist. The 


revenues of these two churches are simply enormous. 
They control millions upon millions of property, and 
thousands upon thousands of voters.- Already they 
manage the temporal affairs of such communities as 


they hav a majority of voters in, precisely as the 


Mormon church influenced the affairs of Utah. Let 
Congress, if it shall determin to violate the Consti- 
tation, and set up gospel-shops, take hold of the 
enormous abuse of wealth and power perpetrated in 
every large city by Protestants and Roman Catholies 
alike. It is cowardly to pitch into only one sect just 
because it is not the prevailing sect, and is powerless 


before the mighty American nation. 


: 2 —9—9—9— 
Is He Owned by the Church? 


Governor Hill, in his message to the New York 
legislature, devotes two paragraphs to “religious 
liberty; . 

“ I reiterate the recommendation contained in my previous 
annual message in favor of such wise and. judicious legisla- 
tion as may be necessary to effectually and. impartially en- 
force that provision of the Constitution which declares that 
‘the free exercise and enjoyment of religions profession and 
worship, without discrimination or preference, shall forever 
be allowed in this state to all mankind.’ 

“ The duty of the legislature to enforce this constitutional 


guarantee of religious liberty -by appropriate legislation, . 
` whereby all just complaints which hav arisen in regard to its 


violation in some of the penal and charitable institutions of 
our state may be effectually remedied, is clear, and admits of 
no discussion. It is to be hoped that such proper action may 
be taken as, upon a thorough investigation of the subject, 
may seem to be justly demanded." 

This is a recommendation in favor of the passage 
Mr. Hill was the 
favored gubernatorial candidate of Tammany Hall. 
Tammany Hall is a thoroughly Roman Catholic insti- 
tution. An interesting question-is, Was Governor 
Hills aid to pass this bill one of the conditions of 


Tammany’s support. 
— oer 


What Americans May Expect. 
M. Goblet, the minister of public instruction and 
ecclesiastical affairs of France, is in favor of the state 


. voting stipends to the priests, because they then are |. 
publie officials and can be disciplined. The advan- 


tage of this position was demonstrated recently. 
During the’ late elections for members of the 
Chamber of Deputies, a horde of Roman Catholic 
priests dictated to their parishioners how they should 
vote. The matter coming to the notice of M. Goblet, 


the pay of thirty-nine priests was stopped. The 


bishop of Pamiers thereupon began a sharp corre- 
spondence with the minister. The bishop main- 
tained the right of priests to interfere in politics, and 
said that the state was making systematic attacks 
upon the church which could not be submissivly re- 
ceived by the clergy. M. Goblet remained un- 


moved. The pope then protested to the French 


government against the action of M. Goblet, as an 


infringement of the provisions of the Concordat. 
December 15th the matter was brought before the 
Chamber of Deputies by M. Goblet, who stated that 
he would uphold the church, but he would exact from 
the clergy the same obedience that was exacted from 
M. Goblet’s course was 
approved by a vote of 331 to 167. It was resolved 
thereupon that M. Goblet’s speech and the result of 
the vote should be printed and placarded throughout 
the country. 

The Evening Post of this city has obtained a 
copy’of the catechism for the instruction of Roman 
Catholics in France, called, * The Voter's Duty," from 
which it translates the following: 

** Q. Is it, then, a serious fault to vote wrong? A. Would 
you dare to think that it is not a fault to vote wrong? With- 
out wrong voting at the elections should we hav witnessed 
the expulsion of the religious orders? Should we be under 
the yoke of compulsory and godless schools? Should we 
witness the subjection of the judges to the will of an impious 
government, of a ministry of Freemasons ? 

* Q. Is an elector, then, bound to confess his having voted 
wrong? A. Certainly, since it is a grave fault. He is bound 


- to confess, to repent, to correct himself, and to repair as far 
' as he can the sad consequences of his offense. 


** Q. Some say that the priests go out of their province in 
speaking of tlie elections in their teaching. Is this true, and 
in accord with Catholic doctrin? <A. Since it is.a rigorous 
duty of conscience to vote right, a duty of which each elec- 
tor owes an account to the supreme judge, the priests hav 
the right, and. itis their duty, to recommen?-he voters to 
vote according to their conscience purified by religion, for 
candidates who giv guarantees that they will defend right 
principles, and not vote bad laws. The provincial council of 


. Turin recommends the priests to instruct their parishioners 


on the obligation of voting and voting right." 


In publishing this the Post says: “ What this 
French experience illustrates and enforces is ‘the 
danger of all connection between the church and the 
state—the danger, that is, of' any state of things in 
which the clergy hav anything to hope or fear from 
legislation. As long as they hold anything either in 


‘the way of power, privilege, or emolument, which the 


legislature has bestowed or can take away, and are 
compelled to' defend themselvs from attack’ with 
every weapon within, their reach, the more pious and 
zealous they are, the more fiercely and bitterly they 
will fight." 

We agree with the Post, rather than with M. Goblet. 
If by constitution and perpetual prohibition the 
church can never obtain a penny from the state, the 


motiv.for interfering in polities will hav been re-| 


moved. Dollars and cents and power are at the bot- 


tom of all ecclesiastical machinations. 
oe 


A Word to Our Disputatious Correspondents. 


The following from our esteemed friend, J. W. 
Truesdell, explains itself: l 
“Syracuse, Dec. 31, 1885. 

“Eprror or Tug Trura SEEKER, Sir: In your issue of 
the 19th inst: Mr. Seward Mitchell, after thoroughly venti- 
lating his own peculiar views on various subjects, and de- 
manding the same rights for others, closes his strange letter 
as follows: ; 

**PS.—Why were the inspired pages of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER soiled with the account of that trickster and fraud, 
Truesdell? I was disgusted with every word. A person 
who will pen and send to such a grand paper as Toe TRUTH 
gres such a villainous affair as that is no true friend of 

ny good cause.’ I 

“The above quotation calls for a reply from the editor, 
but as you hav thus far paid no attention to it, with your 
permission I will respond. - 

“T fully agree with Mr. Mitchell in his high estimation of 
Tae TRUTH SEEKER. Its pages are indeed inspired, for the 
very reason, in my humble judgment, that the editor is lib- 
eral enough to giv the public all sides of all subjects, when 
they are presented to him in a clean and courteous manner; 
but when Mr. Mitchell declares that the inspired pages of 
Tue Trura SEEKER are ‘soiled’ by the true statements re- 
ferred to, or by any report emanating from the gifted pen of 
so refined a lady as Ella E. Gibson, his words betray more 
animosity than honest opinion. 

“Mr. Mitchell has the undisputed right to believe, as he 
expresses himself in an autograph letter before me, that 
‘ Spiritualism false is far better to humanity than Material- 
ism true.’ He has also the right to think that any person 
who does not subscribe to the above sentiment is a ‘ detesta- 
ble fraud,’ and that he is, himself, a true Liberal and a truth 
seeker (!). , 

`“ He has an undoubted right to think of Miss Gibson as he 
likes, but when he became rash enough to write her the fol- 
lowing postal card, to say the least, he exhibited exceeding 
bad taste. Here is the card, verbatim ad literatim : 

** * Not private. ELLA E. Greson: As I read your comniu- 
nication in Tue TRUTH SEEKER about that detestable fraud, 
Truesdell, my whole being burnt with deep indignation. It is 
a shame to fill the grand inspired pages of Tae TRUTH SEEKER 
with such abominable stuf. I would cut the accursed thing 
out if I could without spoiling the paper. I hav not one par- 
ticle of faith in the honesty of Truesdell or the writers in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. Indignantly, © SEWARD MrrOHELL. 

“ * Newport, MAINE.’ : 

** Zisop's wolf, as he washed his carcass in the brook that 
flowed from himself down to the lamb, appeared as harmless 
and innocent as a dove, but when he boldly charged the 
lamb with ‘soiling’ the water and making the stream unfit 
for his royal (!) use, the true character of the brute was at 
once revealed. 


** Mr. Mitchell has the right to believe in absolute freedom: 


for himself in all things, including * Freelove;' he may even 
go so far as to think that a free parlor entertainment consist- 
ing of a few feats in legerdemain, and the explanation 
thereof, is a ‘ villainous affair,’ and the reporter of the same 
*is no true friend of any good cause, but when he publicly 
expresses these strange and inconsistent views through the 
columns of Tue Truth Seeker, it ill becomes him at the 
same time to charge any other person with 'soiling its 
inspired pages.’ Joun W. TRUESDELL.” 


We regret that we allowed Mr. Mitchell to use in 


| these columns the words objected to by Mr. Trues- 


dell. They are not true, and they are harsh and dis- 
courteous. The controversy between Materi lists 
and Spiritualists has been gradually growing warmer 
and warmer, and we were scarcely aware of how 
really hot it had become until the limit was over- 
stepped by Mr. Mitchell. 

We hardly think it necessary to say that we believe 


in free discussion of all subjects, for we hav shown 


our faith by our works in printing the hundreds of 
conflicting communications that reach us every year. 
And we propose to continue the same course. We 
do not care to what conclusion a writer may arrive. 
The idea with which manuscripts sent to us are judged 
is, Has the writer something to say? does he know 
how to say it? and will it interest the readers of Tux 
TaurH SreKer? We never allow our own opinion of 


shall be printed. This feeling induces us to allow ` 


the largest possible latitude to our correspondents, 
and in this case has caused us to do an injustice to 
two worthy individuals. To prevent a recurrence of 
this, we warn our disputatious friends to be in the 
future more careful of their language. Take pattern 
after our law-makers at Washington, who in their 
speeches manage to convey to the public the opinion 
that their opponents exist only because the sheriff 
has failed to perform his duty, but never transcend 
the usages of debate. As Speaker of a very large 


house, we shall send the sergeant-at-arms after the. 


next debater who uses unparliamentary language. 
i — eem 


A New Messiah. 

Those who hav been earnestly looking for the com- 
ing of the messiah will be pleased to learn that he 
has arrived. Naturally enough, he has communicated 
with Tur Trura Seexer. His name is Lewis the 
Light, and this is his invitation. The perspicuity of 
it will be at once remarked: 

“Oh, come to your savior, come, 
_ Away from the bug he calls hum. 
Behold, he stands, with outstretched hands— 
Lumpty tum, tootlee tum tum.” 

Like his predecessors, Lewis has not been accepted 
by the religious world with that avidity which his 
divine mission, it would seem, should warrant. 
Wishing the editor of this paper a Merry Christmas, 
he writes: 

“Dec. 22, 1885. 

* EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I've just been crucified by 
the damned hypocrits at a Christmas festival, Calvary Pres- 
byterian church—-crucified bf rejection, as Jesus prophesied 
I should on Calvary, and sealed the testimony with his blood 
to save me. Do you tumble? 

“The end is not yet. Now, why in hell don’t you fellows 
hurry up and fire Me as a red-hot shot into the churches and 
say, ‘Take your damned messiah; we don’t want Him? And 
as I swear, ‘Surely I come quickly,’ so will I bounce the 
wolves, hirelings, and robbers, to whom I only said, ‘Occupy 
till I come.’ Now git! * LEWIS THE Lieut, 

** The 2-edged Sword.” 
_ Passing over the profanity of the above, with a 
shudder of séveral distinct shuds, we hav to confess 
to ignorance as to the present whereabouts of this 
new savior, as his letter givs no information on that 
subject. In this regard we resemble the wise men 
from the east. That Lewis recognizes the fact may 
be seen by his query, “Do you tumble?" It will be 
recalled that our prototypes desired to fall down and 
worship. . 

The gospel according to Lewis the Light comes in 
the form of -a diminutiv pamphlet bearing the title, 
“ Bible and Hymns,” dedicated to the All in All that 
may gather together in One. The Hymns are rather 
inferior to the Bible. Here are a few lines of one of 
them, called, * Paradise Regained :" 

** My love she livs that I feel and see, 
Hark to the trumpet call! 
She whispers that she will be true to me, 
Over the garden wall!” 


The “Bible and Hymns” is accompanied by this 


note: 
“I send you My messianic Bible. 
for she is à sweet young thing. 


Please review tenderly, 
Don’t frighten her with 


rough vulgarity. Nothing stronger than hades and whisky ' 


should be used in this pious era. Tue BRIDEGROOM. 

* N.B.— She is not copyrighted.” l 

The career of our messiah, we learn, has not been 
altogether different from that of the Galilean, as he 
has been arrested. His antecedents are also similar, 
since his father was a Jew and carpenter, and he is a 
carpenter also. Let not Lewis be discouraged. 
Some 1886 years ago aman was born in Palestine 
who made claims similar to his own. He was abused 
then, but to-day he has a large and distinguished 


circle of admirers. 


————9— 
Editorial Notes. 
E. C. WALKER has resumed the junior editorship of Lucifer. 
Mr. Walker is an interesting, and, on subjects where his 
premises are correct, a logical, writer. 


Tre Independent says: “If one week of prayer has not 
sufficiently humbled and quieted down our impatience,” then 
“Jet the week go on indefinitly until we get news from 
heaven.” It occurs to us that if our religious contemporary 


keeps the world on its knees till that time it ought to pur- . 


chase an extraordinary number of very soft cushions. 


Tur World unkindly calls Mr. Jesup's argument against 
opening the museums on Sunday a labored essay, and retorts 
to his statement that if the museums are opened poor people 
will be compelled to work by ironically observing that if 
these poor people “are paid for their labor we presume 
that will be some consolation.” The World is right. There 
are thousands upon thousands of people in this city who 
would be glad to work on’ Sunday if they could get paid 


| the truth or falsity of the argument to determin what | for it. 
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Letters from Sriends. 


Brooxtyn, Dec..31, 1885. 
I hav looked over the last TRUTH SEEKER with 


Mr. EDITOR: 


pleasure. You hav made a great improvement. The new 
dress is beautiful, and the illustrations superb. 
Yours ever, P. EckLER. 


Farr River, Mass., Jan. 4, 1886. 

Me. Evitror: Tug Trurn SEEKER in its new dress and pic- 
torial embellishments is admirable. Pictures convey many 
lessons that we learn by a glance, as it were. They often 
make a deeper impression than the printed word, and you hav 
made a great hit by introducing them into Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER, for not only will they be of use to the grown reader, 
but children who cannot understand the thoughtful essays of 
older minds will readily grasp the meaning of ‘“ Liberty in 
Peril,” ** Apparition of the Virgin,” and other representa. 
tions, or these can be explained to the youthful observer, and 
‘thus great facts may be implanted upon the brain, never to 
be effaced. The greatest foe to American libexty is Roman 
Catholicism. "The people, in their indifference, sleep above a 
powder magazine, liable to explode sooner or later, when 
Catholicism will show itself in all'its hideous array. I trust 
tliey may awake before it will be everlastingly too late. I 
thank you for your friendliness to woman. All our Liberal 
papers, I believe, notably the Investigator, are favorable to 
woman's advancement. Susan H. Wrxon. 


Ayer, Mass., Jan. 3, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: Please send me ‘‘ Men, Women, and Gods,” 
the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL, and ‘The Story Hour.” 

To the picture enterprise I donate $1. Your artist givs us 
very spirited pictures of the past, present, and prospectiv. 
It seems to be the problem of the present or not far distant 
future to decide which shall cover our national banner—the 
stripes, the symbol of the past, or the stars, the symbol of 
the future. In the past church and state gave stripes. heavy 
stripes, and not a single star of hope. Now our flag displays 
both. Which shall prevail? This is the question of the 
hour. How gladly would the church party hav the eagle— 
the ensign of liberty—fold its wings and like the owl perch 
upon the dead tree of freedom, prophetic of perpetual night; 
death to every aspiration that. beats in the human breast. 
They would roll the world into the past again, and hedge 
about the path that leads to heaven. Don’t forget the price 
of liberty. Yours ever for freedom, E. Myriox. 


New BRAUNFELS, Tex., Dec. 5, 1885. 
Mr. Enrror: I hav the honor herewith to pay you $7. You 
may count $3 my further subscription for 1886, $1 my an- 
nual duty as member of the American Secular Union, and $3 
from a new subscriber. 
I like Tur TRUTH SEEKER, because it has room for every 
honest opinion, and defends the truth as far as possible. Dr. 
York, now in Australia, givs in No. 47 a very clear and inter- 
esting declaration of his opinion about Spiritualism. 
In regard to our government, I may ask, Is it not a shame 
that the government of the richest people on earth circulates 
a clepreciated silver dollar? Is it not twice a shame that the 
same dare write on this swindle dollar, ‘‘In God we trust?" 
` O. ye proud Americans, how are ye nevertheless so despicable ? 
Ye cheat yourselvs and others willingly, and permit your 
government to adore an official god of which your sworn 
Constitution knows nothing very explicit! Are your first 
` officers, so doing, not counterfeiters and swindlers, or only 
fools and cranks? Away with them. 

* Eid und Treue und Gewissen werden wie Papier zer- 
rissen !” Yours truly, Wo. Herr. - 


Ricusure, N. Y., Dec. 29, 285. 

Mr. Eprror: I see it is time for renewals, so I inclose 
money-order for myself and three new subscribers, which 
please send to the inclosed addresses. I hope you will re- 
ceive support enough to warrant illustrating the paper. 
Please send me a copy of“ Age of Reason and Examina- 
tion of Prophecies,” which, I think, stands without a peer 
as. a missionary document. Wishing Tur Trorn SEEKER 
success, I remain 

Yours, for universal mental liberty, 


R. P. Barron. 


SuNowYILLE, VA., Jan. 4, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: We are pleased ever so well with illustrations 
in Tur Teruran SEEKER, and hope to hav plenty of them. 
They impress all who see them. People will look at a pict- 
ure who will not take the trouble to read. The reading of 
the frontispiece of the last TRUTH SEEKER is emphatic. I 
hope we shal hav many such. I am telling all my corre- 

spondents to help about the pictures. ELMINA. 


Sorprers’ Home, Wis., Dec. 21, E-M. 285. 

** General Lew Wallace, author of ‘ Ben Hur,’ then an un- 
believer, was riding with Colonel Robert Ingersoll, the noto- 
rious Infidel. In course of the conversation, Ingersoll said 
to the general, ‘If you want to hav no doubt as io the false- 
ness of the Bible, take it and read it with care.) Acting upon 
this suggestion, he did so; the wonderful truths were all- 
convincing, and he was speedily converted to God and gave 
the world the book which has so stirred the students of liter- 
ature of the day, ‘ Ben Hur. "— 7e Living Church, Chicago, 
Dec. 5, 1885. 

Mr. Eporron: Cannot the veriest simpleton read the Chris- 
tian lie upon the face of this uninteresting tale? If Wallace 
was an unbeliever, why should his friend Ingersoll advise 
him to waste his time in poring over the filthy pages of the 
Bible in order to become one? Would he not hav known 
that bis friend bad read its contradictory and obscene pas- 
sages before in order to hav become an unbeliever? And if 
Wallace had sense enough to write anything about ‘‘ Ben 
Hur," Ben Bolt, or even Ben Butler, would he not hav be- 


come desperately enraged at this insult from Ingersoll? Alas 
for the champions of superstition! They must now resort to 
the foulest of falsehood in order to. score a point. ` 
e ‘And even editors they hav been kenned, 
In holy rapture, 
A rousing whid at times to vend, -~ 
And nail’t wi’ scripture.” i 


O shades of Paine, Washington, and J efferson, look down 


with scom and contempt upon these false friends of human- 
ity, vampires of society, enemies of civilization, the editors 
of the Christian press! 

Find inclosed twenty-five cents for *' Bible Morals.” ‘Tt I 
had a dollar, I would hav six copies. I believe I could sell 


them here. NzrLsoN Hunv. 
i í MILWAUKEE, Onz., Dec. 15, 1885. 
Mz. Eprrok: You will find inclosed another greenback, 


which squares up arrearages to Jan. 4, 1886. By that time I 
probably may make a new discovery, and shall want to write 
again. My discovery this time, made within the last. two 
years, is the true cause of that horrible disease, consumption. 
It is the poison from copper extracted by acids; so don't boil 
your cider in copper kettles, nor make your sauces therein. 
And another thing—the. cure of small-pox. Take common 
unslaked lime, put a pailful of it into a half barrel; add to it 
two pails of water; stir it up, then let it settle till the water 
is clear. Let the patient use this lime water freely as a drink, 
also wash in it. By doing as this directs the patient will 
never pit nor be confined to his bed. The Castillion. Indians 
knew this method of treatment, and used it, to my certain 
knowledge, fifty years ago. E. W. Cressey. 


Sourm LowELL, ALA., Dec. 20, 1885. 

Mr. Eptror: I am a Spiritualist, and I take Tax TnurR 
SEEKER. I am glad you do the editorial work, for it suits 
me. I take your paper because I can read two sides of many 
questions—Materialism and Spiritualism, Prohibition and 
Non-Prohibition, Greenbackism and the banks in opposition, 
labor and its opposit, tariff and less tariff, etc., etc. And not 
the least is the light you giv on Romanism and its attempted 
control in this country. 

But the principal reason why I take your paper is because 
you prove the great difference there is in the causes that im- 
prove man's condition between church and science, or belief 
and knowledge. While church and belief command and dic- 
tate, science and knowledge call and prove. 'The church 
makes faith the ultimate; science uses reason, both induc- 
tivly and deductivly, and knows as the ultimate. 

We hav extremists in both classes, but in the class of science 
they are the surface students, who conclude before solving 
the problem. Weshould use the known in going near truth. 
We hav not made all the discoveries that can be known in 
any branch of science, and we should be tolerant of others' 
ideas and charitable to the surface student. The better we 
understand material science, the easier it will be to learn dy- 
namic science. All truths must be connected. It should be 
our aim to keep the chain whole; then we can retrace our 
steps and not get lost. 

I like J. D. Shaw’s address in particular, Ingersoll is 
always good. Many others giv me much thought, 

If laborers could be employed at good wages, and the evil 
habits among them banished, knowledge would increase. 
And this is what TuE TRUTH SEEKER is trying todo. I hope 
to'be of use to you in this work. , Dr. J. K. DzanTE. 


URBANA, KaN., Dec. 28, 285. 
Mr. Eprror: I suppose that a great many of our Liberal 
friends think that the sunflower state of Kansas is asleep, or 
that the how! and clamor of Methodist revivals hav so en- 
veloped her that our voices cannot be heard. Now, we are 
neither asleep nor Methodistically inclined. Although you 
hav seldom heard from us, we hav been at work with the lit- 
tle strength that we hav. A little over a year ago nine per- 
sons of this vicinity banded themselvs together for the pur- 
pose of carrying on the work of Liberal reform. That little 
band, the first Liberal League of Neosho county, now num- 
bers twenty members. That number we hope to double be- 
fore the year 286 has run its course. In this short time the 
League bas done good work. It has checked the previously 
rapid spread of superstition which threatened to ingulf the 
minds of young and old. Its position now is such that it 
commands respect, and the name “‘ Infidel” has lost its hor- 
rors. The League very much desires to hear from all Liberal 
organizations of Kansas as a matter of mutual development 
and co-operation for more effectiv work. You will hear 
more of us. Yours, for humanity, Maurior D. Leany, 
Bec. First Lib. League of Neosho Co. 


Uxrox Crry, Mion., Dec. 30, 1885. 

Mn. Eprror: My subscription having nearly expired, and 
having come to the conclusion that I cannot yet afford to 
drop your paper, the best Liberal journal with which I am ac- 
quainted, and the best, perhaps, in the world, please find 
inclosed $1.50 to pay for it six months longer. For five 
years I hav been a constant and interested reader of your val- 
uable paper, and can say that I heartily indorse the principles 
upon which it is conducted, also the doctrins and measures 
it advocates. Some five years ago I was led, through the 
instrumentality of lectures and your paper, up out of the 
mysticisms and absurdities of orthodoxy into the paths of 
light, truth, and reason, in which patbs your noble paper has 
constantly encouraged, strengthened, and confirmed me, so 
that now Ihav not the least desire or intention to return, like 
the sow, to wallow in the mire. 

Within the last five or six years we hav been favored with 
several good lectures. Messrs. Underwood, Jamieson, 
Watts, Chainey, and Remsburg all hav held forth in this 
city, with good results. 

And now may your grand paper cease not its effectiv blows 
until every vestige of the effects of priestcraft has been swept 


from the universe and all humanity possessed of mental free- 
dom and Rationalism. M. BURLINGAMF. 


~ Arpany, N. Y., Dec. 8, 1885. 

Mr. Eprror: Please allow me a little space in your col- 
umns. I do not trouble you very often. , In Tue TRUTH .- 
SEEKER of Nov. 28th your correspondent, in answering my 
question, takes a stand decidedly against woman suffrage, 
which places him in a very peculiar position. When he 
opened his speech at the Convention by saying, ‘‘ The just 
right: to govern. comes from the consent of the governed,”. 
and afterward opposed a resolution favoring woman suf- 
frage, I had hoped he only opposed it as a plank in the 
American Secular Union, but in his letter he informs us that he 
is opposed to it éz toto. Now, a man sailing under that 
motto in his speech, who turns around and contradicts himself 


by expecting one-half of the population to be governed with- Pa 


out their consent, ought to hav the mantle of charity to cover - 
him for a few minutes at least. He overlooks his dwn in- 
consistent position by asking me or anyone else to giv a log- 
ical reason why that resolution should hay passed. Although 
that is not really the question at issue, I will giv my reason; 
and it is this: The American Secular Union believes in im- 
partial justice to all, and in refusing justice to their wives 
and mothers and daughters of tlie land, would place itself in 
thé same position as your correspondent, inconsistent with its. 
aims and work. And if such intellects as Messrs. Ingersoll, 
Watts, Putnam, Palmer, Mrs. Krekel and others found it 
proper to hav this resolution adopted, I, for one, will not 
find fault with it, for we know in whom we hav put our 
trust. 

We find ourselvs classed with Freelovers And Anarchists. 
But it is evident in your correspondent’s case that prejudice’ 
commits a multitude of sins toward the woman suffragists. 
As far as I know them, they believe in the. sacredness 
of home, and the love of one man and of one woman. We are 
also informed that your correspondent carries the pocket-book, 
although he givs the wife the perfect right to be mistress of 
the house. I hav always had the humble opinion that the 
one who carried the cash was in full possession. _ His wife, 
he ‘says, has no desire toward tlie ballot-box—which shows | 
good sense, having your correspondent for husband; she would 
perhaps be a duplicate in case she did vote. I hav often 
heard that opposing husbands hav wives that do not care for 
the ballot, but on interviewing the wives, we find a different . 
conclusion if the husband is not present. He also says: 
** Your wo;san suffragists are always talking about the right 
to cast à baliot. Why not talk about carrying the musket, 
serving in the militia, or be in the police force?" In this 
question the gentleman givs us a view of his true inwardness; 
so to speak, namely, that he believes in physical force instead 
of intellectual, in club rule instead of the torch of reason on 
Mr. Wettstein’s badge. We generally find the ignorant be- 
lieve in a government based on the club, but the Liberal- 
minded, the intellectually strong, and the -strong-minded 
women want to see reason enthroned. 

And when the club is ushered out, and reason ushered in, 
the world will befittoliv in. . As Mr. Wakeman says in his 
“ Scientific Gospel:" ** As the era of wars, revolution, and 
conquest wil hav passed away under the Republic of Man, 
every people will become industrial instead of, military." 
That is where all Liberals should work for. Has he served 
in our late war, carried a musket, and been on the police 
force? Ordid he not smell any more gunpowder than I did? 
And does he vote all the same? Has he ever seen. prison- 


‘birds that left their striped suits behind them a few days be- 


fore election march to the ballot-box and cast a vote for the 
rulers of his wife and mother? Has he ever imagined him- 
Self in our position on election-day, when these restored citi- 
zens, some of their hands stained with the blood of their vic- 
tims, go to the ballot-box and vote for law-makers to govern 
women's property as well as men's, denying the law-abiding. 
women of the nation a voice or an opportunity to call a halt ? 
Is there a woman who does not feel the insult that all these 
law-breakers are exalted above them and say by their ballot 
who shall rule over them? In the state of New York over’ 
180 of these men cast ballots at the last election. Can 
anyone see and hear all these things without feeling that a 
great injustice is done to the women of the land? Let us 
look at it with an unprejudiced mind, if possible, and 
we Shallsee no evil results in granting justice, but a great 
evil in refusing it, to law-abiding citizens. : 

We are always talking of the ballot, he says. That is true, 
because that unlocks the door to the inner chamber where all 
these unjust laws are made, and is the key to the science of 
government, in which all sensible beings should be interested, 
in order to remove the laws that exalt the murderer and thief 
above the true and loving wife and mother. Yes, I believe 
and talk about the ballot, and for good reasons. When we 
walk about in the world with oureyes open we cannot help 
seeing all these things. But then he says strong-minded 
girls generally die old maids. Has he ever met a strong- 
minded girl? I hope not—that the y hav all been weak- 
minded. 

What would become of the Liberal work if strong-minded 
girls should all marry? Suppose our Miss Susan. Wixon had 
been swallowed (Jonah-like) by some individual, and become 
a duplicate, instead of this beautiful writer and intellectual 
woman, who takes such interest in other people's children, 
to write beautiful books for them, and conducts the Chil- 
dren's Corner in such an able manner. What a loss it would 
hav been to the Liberal cause! And that other unmarried 
angel (as Beecher calls them), Miss Ella Gibson, of Barre, 
who will ever regret that she spent her whole life in working 
for her fellow-beings, to lift up to a higher plane of useful. 
ness the ignorant and wronged in this world of ours, who is 
is still engaged in that work of emancipating the intellect and 
making everyone do their own thinking, and work for better 
conditions and the universal brotherhood of man? Is, in your 
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correspondent's mind, marriage the only calling of girls? Oh, 
what a mistake! when we look on those sisters who work 
` out the salvation of so many who are not so fortunate as to 
, hav the brains to do it with. How many are there living in 
double wretchedness who-would choose single blessedness, if 
possible! “Has the géntleman never heard of people being 
unequally yoked together? Or does he believe that only mår- 
' riage is bliss? I think a strong-minded girl often meets a 
wegk-minded man, and for that reason prefers to be single. 
If people talk carelessly and act without forethought upon this 
Important and sacred question, it is an easy thing to marry 
in haste. But if they look upon.it as for a lifetime, and the 
happiness’ of two beings included, and the well-being of 
. their offspring considered, it takes a well-balanced mind to 
ponder over it, before rushing into wedlock. All will rise up 
and call them blessed, these workers in the field, Miss Gibson 
‘and Miss Wixon. Does any person call that an argument 
—“ that strong-minded girls die old maids?” ^ — 
I will,close by wishing the American Secular Union a. long 
Me, also all unmarried angels, and Tue TRUTH SEEKER and 
. your correspondent especially. 


Respectfully, Mus. HENRICA ILIOHAN. 


. . Pire, N. Y., Dec. 28, 1885. 
- Drgp.—Thursday, Nov. 26th, at his residence in Eagle, 
Wyoming county, N. Y., Richard Slusser, aged 82 years and 
.96 days. ' 
Another veteran from the ranks of truth— 
Yet he battled for the right, 
While he lived, with all his might, 
And his mind went-ever seeking after truth. 
Many years before his death 
He had, breathed a freeman’s breath, 
After slaying.all the doctrins of his youth. 

The deceased had for many years been a subscriber to this 
paper. He was a deep thinker, and at the advanced age of 
eighty-two his mentality seemed unimpaired. He was a gen- 

. erous friend tó the unfortunate, and in the community where 
— he was known his word was considered as good as a bond. 
He raised a family of six children, thrce girls and three boys, 
all of whom are Liberals, and five of whom survive him. 

A Davarrzn. 


. Weir Crry, KAN., Dec, 90, 1885. 

Mr. Eprron: I first saw Mr. Remsburg at Bismarck Grove 
Convention in Kansas, in September, 1880. He was a quiet, 
unassuming man, and was selling his first book, on Thomas 
Painc. I was favorably impressed with his spirit and man- 
hood. Hearing that he was to be at Weir City, nine miles 
from me, I induced four of my friends and neighbors to take 
a team and go over with me to hear Mr. Remsburg. For 
myself, I went, not so much to learn his thoughts on ‘‘ Bible 
Morals "—that was the subject—as to compare his matter and 
manner with his organism. He has a good physical as well 
as mental organism; an organism solid, firm, persistent, of 
good, enduring, wearing material; good heart and lungs; 
good digestion, and which seems to hav been comparativly 
well used. Ais perception is immense; his store-house of 
.facts and history capacious and full, His chain of logic and 
his conclusions and results are based upon facts, which he 
givs in great abundance and order, and are therefore irrefu- 
table. In a quiet, unassuming manner he introduces his 
hearers at once to his subject, and givs them facts, history, 
and rational deductions therefrom. His voice and tones are 
pleasant, his enunciation and expression clear and distinct, 
his description easy and plain, his language precise and com- 
prehensiv, and there is no redundancy of words, no flourish 
of manner or gesturc for effect, and yet the effect is pro- 
, duced. When by his memory he caused the panorama of 
past history to pass before the mental vision of his hearers, 
and they saw in all their horrid reality-the vices, the crimes, 
the tortures, the mnrders, and damnable deeds of both Prot- 
estant and Catholic persecution; when he vith impressiv 
words held up to his hearers the millions of men and women 
writhing in the agonies of torture and death at the hands of 
their relentless Christian enemies, it was enough to arouse 
the humanity and moral indignation of everyone who had a 
spark of manhood and sympathy. Ah! thought I, how little 
d» the great mass of both Protestant and Catholic dupes and 
devotecs know of the past inhuman and infernal deeds of re- 
ligious fanaticism, bigotry, and superstition, as the result of 
godism, priestcraft, and kingeraft ! 

I cannot too highly recommend Mr. Remsburg to the pat- 
ronage and employment of the Liberal and humane public. 

J. H. Coor. 


JANESVILLE, Wis., Dec. 30, 285. 

Mz. Eprror: Ina late TRUTH SEEKER is a letter from Ella 
Gibson, in which she claims to hav been convinced through 
the trick performances of Mr. Jolm Truesdell that the greater 
share, if not all, of spiritual manifestations are tricks of fraud- 
went mediums. Now, then, I hav no wish to discuss this 
question further than to ask these fraud-hunters to explain 
the phenomena frequently occurring in private families through 
the mediumship of children too young to understand the arts 
of conjurors or counterfeiters. In many intelligent families 
these child-mediums are found, of whom: the public knows 
nothing, through whose organisms are given convincing 
tests of spirit identity. 

For years I knew intimately a young girl who was the em- 
bodiment of simple, childlike honesty, and who was a 
medium from babyhood up to the time of her death, which 
occurred at the age of twenty-three. Scores of intelligent 
men and women, among them reverends or ex-reverends, as 
well as students and skeptics, were convinced of a future 
life by spirit tests given through this girl medium. I lived 
neighbor to her for several years, and was a frequent witness 
of the phenomena given through her mediumship. She was 
so perfect an instrument that, without a moment’s preparation, 
in the midst of work or play, shé would be controled by 


some power outside and beyond her own volition and intel- 
ligence. - Fraud was out of the question in her case. What 
power, then, was it that acted upon or through this young 
girl? Will Truesdell & Co. please answer? ; 

Foolish question to ask of those who are not truth seekers 
but fraud-hunters, and the sad part of it for themselvs is 
that so long as they act from that motiv they will find what 
they séek, upon the general principle that ** like attracts like." 
The brightest and best things of this life are often counter- 
feited, whether théy be material scrip and coin or the mani- 
festations of spirit forces, which are the vitalizing fore2s 
of all that is genuin in human life and expression. 

g Yours for truth, Mrs. Ervika WHEELOOK. 


1 


Mr. Vernon, Inp., Dec. 24, E.M., 285. 
Mr. Eprror: Arthur C. Everett, late of the Labor Advocate, 
has just started a new form of his old paper in this city. It 
is now the Rights of Man. Nearly all of the Freethinkers of 
thiscountyareweak. They hav never been organized, havhad 
no disciplin, and hav seen no service. Those most willing to 
make sacrifices for the cause are our poverty-stricken wage- 
workers. Mr. Everett is one of the most heroic and unflinch- 
ing workersin our ranks. His Jabors hav been met with op- 
position, persecution, and threats. To-day I suggested to 
him to make his paper a little milder; to educate his home 
readers by easy stages up.to his standard. He intimated 
that if they could not swallow full-fledged Infidelity, he 
would never serve them with a hybrid compromise. Said 
he: ** If I hav. to run a policy paper I will stop right where 
I am.” His answer had the right ring. I respected him 
more than I did the instant before he uttered it. . Thousands 
of Liberals may read these lines. I hope all of you who can 
will favor him with a yearly subscription. Do this much for 
the Rights of Man, for a cripple, and for humanity. His ad- 
dress is lock-drawer N, Mt. Vernon, Indiana. 
i Cuas. O. Rowe. 


411 Prive st., Eau CLAIE, WIS., Dec. 14, 1885. 

Mr. Eprror: I much envy the faculty for saying much in 
a few words possessed by my courteous opponent, L. Joy, 
but fear I.cannot emulate it, because more words are needed 
to giv reasons than to make assertions. Mr. Joy says that 
government should be credited with the good parts of civili- 
zation because, with few exceptions, it is in harmony with 
them. Ifthis were true it would leave the question open, 
which was effect, and which cause? But I deny that it is 
true. One of the good parts of civilization is productiv in- 
dustry. In Europe, at this moment, full three million men 
inthe best part of their lives are kept by thc government 
from productiv industry that they may collect taxes and kill 
each other. Surely, thisis a prettylarge exception. But to 
the soldiers you must add all whose labor is consumed by thé 
army, all the lawyers, judges, policemen, excisemen, land- 
lords, etc., in order to see how far the government is from 
being in harmony with this good part of civilization; which 
should be credited, not to it, but to the needs and intelligence 
of individuals. Peace is a good feature of civilization, but a 
very limited knowledge of history is enough to teach us that 
almost all wars (Ishould say all of them) spring from the 
ambition of kings and politicians, and not from any bad feel- 
ing between the populations wbo had to fight. Peace, thére- 
fore, so far as it prevails, is not to be credited to govern- 
ment, but to production and trade, on whici. as above 
Stated, the military or governing class hav always been a 
heavy drag. Freethought is a good feature of civilization, 
but all governments, our own included, support some system 
or systems of superstition; and all systems of superstition 
not persecuted by some other which happens to be more in 
favor, hav been most loyal champions of government. The 
freedom and equality of the female sex is a good feature of 
civilization. But though Mr. Joy doesn’t see it, it seems 
absurd to repeat that the only way woman's f@-dom was 
ever promoted is by making her more free, and&ihat the only 
way to make it complete is to make her free entirely. This 
is so bald a truism to me that if Mr. Joy thinks it a paradox, 
Ishould suggest that he devote a few paragraphs to explain- 
ing his theory of logic before he applies it any further. Mr. 
Joy says that. those evils which exist in spite of Jaw are not in 
harmony with government às a rule. Again I differ with 


him. Petty theft is one of those evils which law preposes to 
correct. But I suspect if law would stop encouraging big 


steals, small ones would stop themselvs. Adultery and pros- 
titution are contrary to law, but the abolition of legal mar- 
riage would stop them both, and nothing else will. Murder 
is contrary to law, but to stop it effectually abolish law, and 
giv us the freedom of Wyoming or Arizona, where murder 
does not mean some expense and inconvenience, but the next 
tree. Sneaking out of debt is an evil the law proposes to 
prevent, but the only debts people always pay promptly are 
those which the law will not enable them to collect by suit. 
Mr. Joy says that the origin of law is in Social usage, but he 
neglects to observe that social, like legal, tyranny is the work 
of a few officious, pragmatical individuals. He seems to feel 
keenly the despotism of Mrs. Grundy. Did it ever occur to 
him to ascertain who the local Mrs. Grundy is? As our 


-statutes can be traced to scurvy politicians whose only talent 


was that of bamboozling people, so the edicts of that Vehme 
which ostracizes individuals in any town or village emanate 
from other individuals for whom no one has any personal re- 
spect, aud whose power consists solely in a knack of insinua- 
tion. We need a wholesome spirit of rebellion against these 
self-constituted tyrants, for, like the ghosts one sees on a dark 
road at night, they are formidable only to fear and supersti- 
tion, and will turn into harmless hitching-posts if one goes 
boldly up to them. I am sorry Mr. Joy should praise me 
for saying nothing about * legal robbers” or dynamite. Our 
bosses are legal robbers, and dynamite (judiciously used) isa 
very good * prescription” for the lawyers’ itch. 
: C. L. Janes. 


New Publications. 
The annual issuc of the ‘Amerikanischer Turner-Kalender ” 


is out for 1886, printed in German as she is wrote. The 
Freidenker Publishing Co., of Milwaukee, Wis., are responsi- 
ble for it. 


. Progress ix a monthly Freethought magazine, published at 
28 Stonecutter-street, London, Eng.; G. W. Foote, editor. 


Each number contains able articles on religious and scientific, 


The subscription price is $1.50. 


The Kansas Blade, the official paper of Cloud county, has 
issued an almanac for 1886 containing many illustrations of a 
miscellaneous nature, and advertisments telling the wayfarer 


where to go to get anything he wants that he doesn’t see. 
Also a calendar and remarks on different subjects. It is 
given away, we believe, to subscribers for the Blade. : 


subjects. 


Charles A. Watts's **Agnostic Annual" for 1886 sustains the 
reputation for ability established by its predecessors. Par- 
ticulars as to its contents and price may bé obtained from the 
advertisment. We like to encourage the publication of Free- 
thought annuals, and believe that the best encouragement is 
a good example which givs others a goal of excellence to 
strive for. That is one reason, among others, why the TRUTH 
SEEKER ANNUAL is published. Price 25 cents. 


Farmer Isaac W. Griscom, of Woodbury, N. J., has em- 
bodied his ** View of a Protectiv Tariff” in a substantial 
pamphlet of fifty pages which he sells for thirty-five cents. 
Although a farmer, he has thought about things, and knows 
how to express himself in plain English, but does not lay 
claim to ornateness of style. He is a free trader, and if thére 
were not so many strong arguments on the other side his 
book would be a clincher. Send to Farmer Griscom for it. 


Mr. Owen E. Longsdorf is one of those persons who in some 
way or another get into what Mr. Mantilini would term a 
‘‘demd state.” He calls it the Dim Region of Dreams, and 
says if there is any place in all the wide universe: more de- 
lightful he knows it not. Mr. Longsdorf has evidently never 
attended a meeting of the Manhattan Liberal Club, but ht 
should liv in hope. We are led to make these observations 
by the appearance of a book from this gentleman's pen en- 
titled ** Ziita Kii.^ He wrote it while in one of his states. 
Those having a curiosity to read ‘‘ Ziita Kii” should send one 
dollar to the author, 12 Louisa st., Williamsport, Pa. The 
book looks well. 

On the fly-leaf of a book entitled “ The Spirit of the New 
Testament," dedicated ** to my other soul, from whose im- 
mortal love the persecutions of earth hav failed to separatc 
me," we find this inscription printed: ‘‘The Eternal Soul, 
* In the beginning, God.'—The Emanation, ‘ The Spirit of God 
moved upoxeihe Face of the Deep.’—The Materialization, 
‘Man from tue Dust of the Earth.—The Unfoldment, ‘ The 
Kingdom of God is within you.’—-The Perfect Conception, 
‘Behold, a Virgin shall conceive.— The Revelation, ‘ The 


seed of the woman shall, bruise the Serpents Head.'—The: 


Regeneration, ‘The Two shall be One.’—Thé Sublimation, 
‘The last Enemy that shall be destroyed is Death." Boston 
Mass., Cupples, Upham & Co. Price $1.25. 

AN elegant pamphlet is one entitled, ‘‘ In Memoriam : Wil- 
liam Wagner,” being Judge R. B. Westbrook’s memorial ad- 
dress at the opening of the spring course of lectures of the 
Wagner Free Institute of Science in Philadelphia, 1885. Pro- 
fessor Wagner was a liberal-minded German, a friend of 
Girard, and a man who by his religious views received the 
name of “Infidel.” If there is a creator he could lay his 
hand to no better work than creating more Infidels like Pro- 
fessor Wagner. The Wagner Free Institute of Science was 
inaugurated May, 21, 1855, and dedicated to the advance- 
menti Natural Science. The entire benefaction is estimated 
at half a million dollars. The founder provided that there 
should be no religious tests among those who were to share 
his bounty, and cautioned his trustees against the introduc: 
tion of “ religious brawlers” in its direction. He was a 
Deist. Judge Westbrook’s Memorial Address does credit to 
himself and honor to his subject. 

We are always pleased to receive books for review from 
Messrs. Fowler & Wells, because they are usually accom- 
panied by printed notices of themselvs more comprehensiv 
and impartial. than we could write without first reading the 
book. The notice does not involve extra expense. The 
latest volume from that firm is entitled “A Lucky Waif: A 
Story for Mothers, of Home and School Life." Ellen E. 
Kenyon is the author. The review which accompanies it 
says: ‘This work, with its graphic pictures of home and 
school life, is full of suggestion for mothers and other home 
educators who feel the grave responsibility of their relation 
to the little people intrusted to their keeping. Written in 
the form of an attractiv story, it follows its principal actors 
from childhood to maturity; and as their budding characters 
develop under the pen of the author, we are led to observe 
the effects of good and bad culture upon minds of consider- 
able natural diversity." Printed in the best style. Price $1. 

* American Money " is the title of the latest effort of Mr. 
John George Hertwig, whose address is post-oflice box 706, 
Washington, D. C. It is a well-gotten-up pamphlet of 23 
pages. Price, 15 cents. We cannot do better than to copy a 
portion of the notice of the book kindly furnished us by the 
author. Ile says: “ The author is of the opinion that the 
United States notes should be redeemed by correct silver dol- 
lars and retired, but that for deposits, made with the govern- 
ment by the people of such correct silver dollars, silver 
certificates, and for deposits of gold coin, made with the gov- 
ernment by the people, gold certificates should be issued by 
the government to the people, asa circulating medium in the 
denominations of the present United States notes, according 
to the option of the depositors of the gold and silver coin. 


He thinks that, for the purposes of saving and accumulation, : 


the American people should hav in their possession as much 
gold coin and as many correct silver dollars as possible, and 
that, for the purposes of trade and commerce, they should 
hav an amply suílicient paper currency, consisting of gold 
and silver certificates, redeemable on demand in the respectiv 
coin, deposited for the same with the government.” 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixow, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


The Children. 


How shall I find the words to tell 

The thoughts that in my mind are posing, 
That poesy with its magic spell 

Half hides, and yet is half disclosing ? 
They seem to come in troops as gay 

As do the little lads and lasses, 
When at the merriest hours of play 

Joy-freighted every moment passes, 
Whose sunny smiles are followed after 
With frequent ring of merry laughter. 


As poesy paints the charming scene 
Of childlike innocence and beauty, 
We pray that nought may intervene 
To mar the claims of love and duty ; 
That children all may learn to know 
Their true relations to each other— 
That none there is too poor or low 
But is some sister or a brother; 
That foulest rags may be but liding 
The white souls underneath abiding. 


Who seeks to warp the youthful mind ` 
With superstitious, baleful teaching, 
Obstructs the paths the soul should find 
In its aspiring, upward reaching. 
Who say our loved ones are depraved, 
That God in his divine endeavor 
Decreed who should be lost or saved, 
To dwell in hell or heaven forever, 
Prove they are dupes to a delusion, 
Qutwrought from errors in profusion. © 


Earth's little ones are pure and fair, 

Needing our constant, careful training, 
And yet our better angels are, 

And ever thus through life remaining. 
Their innocence and beauty keep 

Our hearts aglow with pure emotion, 
Teaching who sow true love shall reap 

The harvest wealth of true dev won; 
Tis thus the children are our teachers, 
And better fax than credal preachers. 


They are the sourte of untold joys 

In nature’s lavish, generous measure, 
Proving all noble girls and boys 

A mine of never-failing treasure ; 

These fill our cups of human bliss 

And keep our wayward feet from straying, 
Tempting with many a honeyed kiss, 

That on their young, sweet lips are playing, 
And through the clouds of life’s repining 
We find this cheery, silver lining. 

So thus, dear children, you can see 

The place you hold in love’s dominion, 
With what you aré, and what may be 

In every true soul’s just opinion ; 


' And as the passing years unfold 


To each the duties that are waiting, 
Keep warm the heart, bar out the cold 

That falsehood brings through its misstating ; - 
Then will your lives grow braver, better, 
In truth, in spirit, and in letter. 


Lockport, It, Nov. 17, 285. 


A Sea-side Hermit. 


His name was crab—H. Crab—and he lived 
in a snug little cabin at the foot of a big rock 
on the border of à bay; and the name of the 
rock was Jumbo. Mr. Crab was the funniest 
old hermit that ever you saw. He used to sit 
in front of his house, like any old man bask- 
ing in the sunlight on his own doorstep, and 
there he would sit for hours watching for sea- 
spiders and little baby fishes that every day 
the rising and receding tide brought to his 
door for food. 

“Tt is better to be born lucky than rich,” 
he would probably think, if he thought at all, 
as he swallowed his dinner, and then with a 
whisk of the broom which was attached to 
to his body he would sweep the sand from 
his one-roomed house, and crawl inside for 
an afternoon nap. 

He was such a curious-looking fellow, was 
H. Crab. When he was inside of his house 
you would never know he was there at all, 
and he would dodge inside as often as his 
quick eye detected anyone approaching. And 
when he went abroad his house went also. 

It was so funny to see him traveling, and 


GEORGE LYNN. 


he could move quite rapidly on his six stout | 


legs, and rattled along on the pebbly beach 
like a horse-car on Broadway. When, one 
day, Mr. Crab saw us, half a dozen girls and 
two boys, coming- along innocently enough, 
what did he do but jump back into his man- 
sion as quick as a wink, and bar the en- 
trance with his biggest big claw? But Isabel 
Johnson had clapped her eyes upon him, and 
she exclaimed : 

* Oh! Oh! Oh! Do look, look, look!” and 
snatching Mr. Crab, we all gathered around 
her to examin the newly-found specimen. 

‘t What do you suppose made the thing 
creep into such an old shell as that?” said 
Johnny Skinner. 

* Why, 'tis a hermit crab; don't you know 


anything, John Skinner?" and little Sally 
Downs assumed an air of importance because 
she knew something that some of the others 
did not. ; 

* Come out here; we want to see you,” said 
Tom Beers, poking at the crab with a stick. 

* He never will come out that way, I can 
tell you. Sixty horses could not draw him 
out unless he had a mind te come of his own 
accord," declared Sally. ' 

“Put him in a dish of water and he'll run 
out quickly enough," said Nina Marsden. 
“ Pve seen hermits like that before.” 

So they picked up an oyster-shell and put 
the queer little creature in it, and then dipped 
up some water, and Mr. Hermit Crab imme- 
diately began to swim about, be and his 
dwelling-house, but when one touched him, 
in'he went instantly, barring the doorway 
with his claw. : ‘ 

“ Now, you see,” said Sally, ‘‘ his long tail 
is very soft and delicate, and, without some 
protection, the young eels and minnows dart- 
ing around here would snap off that dear little 
tail inno time. I suppose his mamma told 
him to get one of these cunning winkle-shells 
and liv in it, and then he would not get hurt, 
you know. There is something fixed on pur- 
pose on the end of his tail, by which he fas- 
tens himself to his shelly house, and when he 
grows too big for the shell he gets out of it 
and into another biggerone. It is because he 
livs in a shell house by himself that he is 
called a hermit.” . 

The children carried their hermit home and" 
placed him in the oyster-shell, well supplied 
with water, on the red seat on the piazza, and 
went off to pick berries. 
turned, what do you think ?—there was Polly, 
the parrot, who had opened the door of her 
cage and walked out to view the new speci- 
men, quietly engaged in chewing it up! 

* Now, isn't that too bad?" they all ex- 
claimed. ** Polly, you're an old fraud !" 

Polly laughed immoderately. ** Ha, ha, ha! 
Mince pie good!—goody, goody, goody!” 
said she. ‘Polly wants pie—more pie! 
more pie!” and thus she went on laughing 
and chattering. . 

“J should call it crab pie," remarked Isa- 
bel, “and you've eaten it, Polly, house and 
al” g - 

** She does not care anything about hermits, 
or, in fact, about any of the wonders of the 
sea or land, while to us it is allso entertaining 
and interesting. But never mind! perhaps 
ye shall find another hermit by the sea some 
time.” And Sally tried to appear patient and 
unconcerned, as they all walked off together 


| down the plank walk that led to the village. 


S. H. W. 
oo ———- 


Our Puzzle Box. 


1.—CHARADE. 
Add a betrothal to a cup of tea; 
Twill giv you something quite too sweet for 
me. I Poor. 


2.—ENIGMA. 
In win, not in loose; 
In plan, not in roose, 
In go, not in come; 
In wine, not in rum; 
In rose, not in pink; 
In skate, not in rink; 
In old, not in new; 
In lamb, not in ewe; 
And all combined, plus final 1, . 
A friend of mankind's name will spell. 
A. GUE. W. 
3.—PRIZE RHOMBOID. 
Dedicated to Wm. J. Burns. 
Read across.—1. A blanket. 
i 2. A marine chætopod worm. 
8. An article of dress. 


4. A noted Roman theologian. | Brrnzear. You will hav to try again as well 


5. An animal. 
6. A scraper. 

Read down.—A letter, a prefix, a color, a 
name of certain plants, Span- 
ish weights, each, a tract of 
land, to trend flax for use, hav- 

. ing a cord-like appearance, a 
prefix, a letter. * 
** Puzzledom in a Nutshell” for first correct 
solution. ' H. E. JvuERGENS. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
4,—JOHN BROWN’S TEN LITTLE INJUNS.—A NU- 
MERIOAL POSY. 

Whoop! John Brown he had a little Injun! 

One, two, three, four, five little Injuns, 

Six, seven, eight, nine, ten little Injuns— 
Ten little Injun boys! 

The one, two, three, he said was the last; 

With his four, five, siz, he heard a blast; 

By the five, sia, seven, he held them fast; 

Seven, eight, nine, little men, at last— 

l Ten little Injun boys! 


Ten, one, two—just half a score; 
Ten, eight, nine—but ten, no more; 
Ten, four, two—ten as before ; 
Thus by tens we count them o’er— 
Ten little Injun boys! — , 


When they re- 


Siz, four, three, seven, eight, nine—these 
Are the aborigines, 
Now by each deed of kindness shown, 
By every sign to friendship known, 
Joining hands and circling round, 
Ten dear men indeed are found. 
Len little Injun boys ! 

Irwin, Ia. J. K. P. BAKER. 
j 5.—A FLOOK OF BIRDS. ` 

In the following sentences are concealed 
the names of thirteen birds: 1. Has Winifred 
started tó town? 2. The widow rents the 
farm upon which she livs. 3. We aver this to 
be a fact. 4. What wil you read, dear? O, 
** Bingen on the Rhine." ^5. If you can use a 
scalpel I can. 6. Let him come before us and 
pipe right merrily. 7. He took the rope with 
him. 8. Caspar rowed him across the bay. 
9. Years ago I saw her on the stage. 10. 
Sleep, love! rest peacefully. 11. News from 
the Merrimac, awful news. 12. He is still 
smarting under the lash. G. W. WILLIAMS.. 


6.— CONUNDRUM. 


| department. 
for the first solution of a puzzle that reaches : 


one-half miles. I’ve been to the Forest. and 
Springs, bnt never was to the Geysers. 

I wish very much to hear Colonel Ingersoll 
lecture. 
ago last November, but I could not go then. 
I'm sorry he does not come every year. 

Miss Wixon, I want to offer & suggestion . 
for your consideration relating to the ‘Puzzle 
A prize is sometimes offered 


you. Those near- headquarters get their pa- 
pers earlier than those at a distance, and be- 
ing as apt at solutiou, perhaps, and so much 
nearer you, their answers can reach you first, 
even though they may hav been obtained’ 
later. ; 2 : 
_ Lthink those at a distance hav less oppor- 
iunity to compete for prizes on that account. 
I am not expert at solving problems, still, I 


| hav noticed some prizes that I would hav 


been pleased to compete for, but for the fact 
that we get our paperso late, and then the 
answer would be much later reaching you. ` 
Please do not consider this in the light of a 
complaint, but as a friendly suggestion. . 
I will close by wishing you a Happy New 
Year. Yours truly, ` 
A. Lur WeysBrenr. 
P.S.—I will send you two puzzles, one 


Why is this mouse like a storm that is at its 
hight? . : 


7.—WORD SQUARE. 


Easy one for litte folks. 


8.—cONUNDRUM. 


Here’s a well-known beverage, 
And here’s a well-known tool; 
Each is prepared for human use 
By following the same rule. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN'S CORNER, 
JAN. 2, 1886. 


1.—70 hours. 2.—14,211.  4.— Children's 
Corner—Children Scorner. 5.—Dare to be 
true—nothing can need a lie; a fault which 
needs it most grows two thereby. 


[Panxnunsr, New York city. The “catch” 
you refer to represents Maiden Vane, and it 
is said nothing is made in vain. See?—SUE 


as Ruth.—Ep. C. C.] 
a ——— — — - 


Correspondence. 


CALISTOGA, CAL., Dec. 25, 285. 

Dear Miss Wixon: As you published my 
other letter, I’m encouraged to try again. I 
liv at the head of Napa Valley, at the foot of 
old Mt. St. Helena, which is 4,400 feet high. 
There is good evidence of its having been a 
volcano. TE »" 

Our place is chiefly adapted to the growing 
of fruit. We hav almost every variety, from 
the apple to the fig. 

We hav had little frost so far this winter. 
There are green tomatoes on the vines in the 
garden, the Madeira vine is still green, and 
the roses are still in bloom. You see by this 
that our winters are very mild. But, so far, 
this winter has been the wettest one we hav 
had since we hav, been in California. My 
little brother Lewis has a rain-gage, and up 
to date we hav had 2 1-4 inches of rain. 

The scenery here is very picturesque. I 
wish you could see the great blue mountains 
east of us and the green hills at the foot of 
them. The Petrified Forest is seven miles 
from here; the Great Geysers, twenty-six 
miles; and the Hot Sulphur Springs, two and 


| children coming into it. 


from my brother and one from myself. 
A. 


[Thanks for your interesting letter. We 
are always glad of suggestions, and should 
more prizes be offered in the Corner, we will 
see that ample time is allotted, that all may 
hav a chance of trying. The ferns you sent 
are suggestiv of green fields and a green cli- 
mate. We' thank you for them and for puz- 
zles.—Ep. C. C.] 


Mi.rorp, Mass., Dec. 30, 1885. 

Dear Miss Wixon: My papa has taken 
Tug Truri SxkkxR two years, and this is the 
first time I hav written to you. I am ten 
years of age, but many people say I am very 
small for ten years. I tell them if they had 
to make my dresses à half inch or an inch 
longer every month they would not think so. . 

I had ten Christmas presents, and gave only 
three. I gave mamma a nice pocketbook and 
à pincushion. Papa had a linen handkerchief. 

I gotothe Park Grammar School, in No. . 
8, which is next to the lowest room. 

I think the answer to the conundrum is 
‘‘hog’s head." Your constant reader, 

GRACIE FAIRBANKS. 

P.S.--If you don't like the writing please 
tell me so if it is printed. G.A.F. . 

[Why, Gracie dear, the writing is very 
good for a girl of ten, and we would like to see 
it often.—Ep. C. C.] 


CALISTOGA, CAL., Dec. 25, 285. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I am not a little’ girl, 
nor a big girl; in fact, I'm no girl at all—[’m 
a boy, and a big boy at that. Maybe I've no 
business in the Children’s Corner, but having ` 
been a child, and being fond of children, an 
pleased when they are enjoying themselvs, I 
came in this evening to say “ howdy” to all 
the TRUTH SEEKER children and yourself. I 
am glad they hav such a genial editor for 
their Corner, and also glad there are more 
I think if they be- 
come well acquainted with its contents they 
will be better prepared for a pleasant and use- 
ful life. l 

Good food for the mind is much like good . 
food for the stomach, that is, it makes it 
strong, healthful, and useful. . 

Having said so much, I will bow myself 
out, with the hope that, if Pm nottoo big, 
you willlet come in to see again. 

Wishing you alla Happy New Year, I am, 
etc., UxoLreE Jonn. 
N.B.—Should these items be of use to you 
use them and weleome; otherwise allow them 
to ornament the waste basket. I do not want 
to intrude. . J. C. WzvBxieuT. 

[No intrusion. We are all children to- 
gether, big and little, and all are welcome in 
the Corner. Thanks for your interest and 
kind words. Come again.—Ep. C. C.] 


HE CANARY. A New and Remarkable Work 
on the Care of the Pet Canary. By mail, 50 
cents. Contents table mailed free. Lady Agents 
Wanted. Murray Hill Publishing Co., 129 East 
SUCRE New York. 


THE RISE OF 


INTELLECTOAL LIBERT 


From Thales to Copernicus.. 


By FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND, Author of 
* The Reign of the Stoics.” 

“This is a book not only to be read once, but to 
be kept and referred to, and pondered over from 
year to year. Iv-is a guide-book of Liberalism 
through the past centuries prior to 1600, the era 
of Copernicus and Bruno. It does not take the 
place of other histories like Gibbon, Hallam, or 
Lecky, but it makes them intelligible by pointing 
out the white light that has been cast upon the 
lurid elouds of ignorance, superstition, and cru- 
elty, from the little stream of Freethought that 
has flowed in its ragged, broken, and obstructed 
course down through the ages which now liv 


only as our realm of Memory and Admonition.” . . 


Octavo, 458 pp. PRICE, $3.50, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


He lectured at Napa City a year ` 


 Watts—A Household of Unfaith? by 


1 
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CALIFORNIA. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 


. : CANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto. 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 

: ILLINOIS. 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street., and Brentano 
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INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
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Chris. Brown, Burlington. 
^5 
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B. O. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 


Mills). 
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A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
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: MISSOURI. 
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Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
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Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
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N. Hexter, 308 Superior street., and Van Epps 
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WOMAN. 


‘Toa the Past, Present, and Future. 


| 
BY A. BEBEL. i 
Translated from the German by Dr. Adams Wal- 
ter. 272 pages; cloth, 75 cents; paper, 30 cents. 
“Capital,” a criticism on Political Economy. By 
Carl Marx. First English translation. Published 
in 27 parts, 10 cents per part. Subscription, $2.50. 
“ Anti-Syllabus.” By Lily Curry. Price, 3cents. 
LABOR NEWS AND PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION, 
. 705 Broadway, New York. 
i Fun list of Labor Publications mailed free.) 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 


Friendship Liberal League No. 27, of Philadel- 
phia, will celebrate the 149th anniversary of the 
birth of the Author-hero, 

THOMAS PAINE, . 
January 31st, 1886, in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood streets, at 2:30 and 7:30 P.M., to consist of 
addresses, recitations, vocal and instrumental 
music, Entertainments free. ` 
‘Supper at 5:30 P.3t. Tickets for supper, 25 cents. 


Liberals throughout the state invited. 
3t2 


THE 


AGNOSTIC ANNUAL 


FOR 1886. 
CHAS. A. WATTS, Editor. 


CowTrENTS: Agnostic Religions. by, R. Bithell, 
B.Sc., Ph.D.—Shifting the Center of Gravity, by 
C, N.—Misconceptions of Agnosticism, by Charles 
by G. M, MeO,— 
Is Agnosticism, of Necessity, Anti-Christian? by 
W. Stewart Ross (Saladin)—Legend of the Devil's 
Dyke, Brighton, by Julian.—Emotional Agnosti- 
cism by W. A. Leonard.— penosticiem and Popu- 
Jar Christianity, by Col, R. . Ingersoll.—The Sp - 
cial Senses, by H., J. Hardwicke, F. R. C. S.—Not 
Left comfortless, by F. J. Gould.—Ihe Morals of 
Agnosticism, by Ignotus. —The Eternal Curse, by 
iliam Maccall—The Catholicity of Agnosticism 
by Winifred, Lady Robinson.—Christianity, an 
After, by Charles C. Cattell.—Unpalatable Truths, 
by F. Sydney Morris.—Opposit Poles of Thought, 
by P. Evan-Jacob, B.A.—Fortune and the Mendi- 
cant, by Thomas Mead. 


PRICE 25 CENTS. 
HISTORY 


OF THE 


For sale at this office. 


INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 


Of Europe. 
By JOHN WILLIAM: DRAPER, M D, LL.D. 
Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


att 33 Clinton Pl.. New York city 


TRAVELS IN FAITH, 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT 6, ADAMS. 


Oloth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office. 


PRICE, 81.25. 


THE STORY HOU 


.FoR CHILDREN AND YOUTH. 


By. SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Author of APPLES OF GOLD, ALL IN A LIFETIME, Etc. 


—-—— 


WITH NEARLY ONE HUNDRED ILLUSTRATIONS. : 


** Between the dark and the daylight, when the night begins to Iower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations that is known as the children's hour.?? 
LONGFELLOW. 


NEW YORK: 
PUBLISHED BY THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
22 CLINTON PLACE. 


THE 
SHAKER EYF and EAR BALSAM 


SIXTY YEARS’ INVARIABLE SUCCESS. 


Best known remedy for all afflictions of these or- |. 


WEAK EYES, WEAK EARS, DEAFNESS, 
and CATARRHAL AFFECTIONS immediately 
reached. FAILING SIGHT prevented. v 
ING OR DRUMMING OF EARS will cease. 
box tells the whole story. , 

i Price by mail, 30 cents. 
10t1 G. A. LOMAS, Shakers, N. Y. 


A SURT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 


gans. 


One 


theology, showing how the one has labored for. 


human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it. The German-American thus 
describes it in detail 


The palmy daysof the church witness the burn 
ing at the stake of Bruno, the pope and priests wit 
nessing the burning of the heretic with expressions 
of joy. Galileo is represented sitting in his study 
the pope holding the sword of inquisition over his 
head, and to save his life being jorced to recant his 
philosophy. Martin Luther is re presented tacking 
up his * Right of Private Judgmeut.” Behind him 
stands the pope with the bull of excommunication 
drawn, and beside him the headsman's block and 
ax of tnfalllbillty. In their study are Morse and 
Stephenson applying their inventions to practical 
tests, and in the rear of them the Presbyterian pul- 
pits are Gilet by two of the broadcloth gentlemen 
denouncing the Inventions as** Thwarting the will 
of God,” and branding these men and their inven- 
tions as “Heralds of Antichrist” Ingersoll stands 
oua platform apparently delivering his lecture 
“Which Way?” whicb be holds in his hand. Tal- 
mare approaches the platform at the colonel’s back, 
pulling aiter him, by the arm, the chief of poltce, 
wh" holds in his hand the warrantof arrest for blas- 
phemy Thecolonel seems to take no notice of the 
spleeny, cadaverous form ascending the platform at 
his rear. Then come the modern teachers of salva- 
tion, the Salvation Army, with their drums, bones, 
tambourines, and streamers, {and screamers, too), 
also a fac simile of our crazy army. A group of like- 
nesses of the teachers of science, Haeckel, Humboldt, 
Darwin, Tyndall, and Huxtey, is also shown. The 
likenesses throughout are remarkab'y correct. Asa 
picrorial history the caricatures contain volumes. 


Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish that the friends of Freethough 


_ would distribute thousands of these telling pic 


ures, 


THE MODERN BALAAM. . 
Showing the Balaam of modern times to be the 
priests. Itis a splendid pictorial argument. Price 
per dozen, 30 cenis; per hundred, $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton PL, New York. 


POCKET ATLAS 


Of the 


WORLD. 


Containing 
COLORED MAPS OF EACH STATE AND TERRI. 
TORY IN THE UNITED STATES; also 
MAPS OF ‘THE OHIEF GRAND DIVIS'ONS, WITH 
COMPLETE INDEX OF EVERY COUNTRY ON 
THE FACE OF THE GLOBE. 


Illustrated by more than One Hondred 
Colored Diagrams, Tables, Etc. 


The POCKET ATLAS OF THE WORLD con- 
tams 128 pages. Six pages are given to title, 
index, etc.; 65 pages are full-page colored maps, 
and 57 pages are reading matter, colored diagrams, 
etc. The book is new throughout, everything be- 
ing made expressly for it. The binding is flexible 
Leatherette—an imitation of Russia; gold side 
stamp, round corners, aud red edges. 

Sent by mail to any address upon receipt of 
50 cents, by 

THE TRUFH SEEKER CO., 

j 33 Cha:on Place, N Y. 

0 


Bible Fabrications Refuted 
and 
The Errors of the BibleExposed, 
BY 0. B. WHITFORD. M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. : 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


Vice s ES ran. 
This marvelous house has been bullt more than 


aan 
300 times from our pians; isso wel? planned that it affords 


ample room even for a lar; family. lst fı or shown 
above; on 2d floor are 4 bed rooms and in attic 2 more. 
Plenty of Closets. The whole warmed by one chimney. 

La illustrations and full description ofthe above 
as well as of 39 other houses, ranzing in cost from $300 up 
to $6,500, may be lound in **SHOPPELL'S MODERN LOW- 
CosT HOUSES,” a large quarto pamphlet, showing also 
how to select sites, get loans, £c, Sent postpald on re- 
ceipt of60c. Stampstaken, or send $1 bill and we willre- 
turnthechange. Address, BUILDING PLAN ASSOCIATION, 
(Mention this Paper.) 24 Beekman 8t., (Box 2/02) N. Y. 
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[FALSE CLAIMS 
R. 


—BY— 


J. E. REMSBURG. 


Revised and Enlarged, 
Price, 10 OTS SINGLY; 75 CTS. PER DOZ. 
AS A 
MISSIONARY DOCUMENT 


IT IS UNEXCELLED. 


Among the subjects considered by Mr. 
Remsburg are: | 


The Church and Morality; Oriminal Statis- ' 


tics, showing the creeds of the prisoners in 
the penitentiaries; the Church and Civiliza- 
tion; the Church and Science; the Church 
and Learning; the Church and Liberty; the 
Ohnreh and the Antislavery Reform; the 


Wowan's Rights Movement; the Temperance | 


Reform; -the Church and the Republic. 

These pamphlets should be circulated by 
the thousand. Let every reader send for a 
dozen at least. Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
88 Clinton Place, NEW YORK 


Two New Pamphlets 


BY 
CHARLES WATTS. 


The American Secular Union: lts 
Necessity, and the Justice of its 
: Nine Demands. 
(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll. 
CONTENTS’ » 


Introduction. (I.) The Necessity for the Amer- . 


ean Secular Union having Principles upon which 
all [Secularists] can agree. (1L) The Twofold 
Natüre of the Advocacy Adopted by the Union. 
(TIL; The Catholicity of the Nine Demands and 
the Ground to be Covered. (IV.) An Exposition 


and Defense of Each of the Nine Demands. 


(V.) An Appeal to Secular Fidelity. i 
32 pages in cover. Price Ten Cents. 


SECULARISM : 


Destruetiv and Constructiv. 
CONTENTS: 
Secularism: Its Nature and Ne- 
cessity. Its Destructiv Aspect. (1) Biblical 
Idolatry. (2) Natural Depravity — (3). Theolog- 
ical Supremacy. (4) The Alleged Fall and Re- 
demption of Man. The Constructiv Aspect of 
Secularism. (1) That the True Guide in Human 
Actions is Reason Assisted by Experience. 
(2) That Supreme Attention Should be Given to 
the Facts and Duties of Existence, Regardless of 
any Considerations of a Life Beyond the Present. 
(3) That Science is a more Trustworthy Pro- 
vider for Man than Relying for Help from any 
Supernatural Power. (4) That Morality is of 
Natural Growth, and has no Necessary Connec- 
tion with Any of the Theologies of the World. 
(5) That the Best Preparation for a Life Su- 
perior to this is the Wisest and Noblest Use 
of the Existence We Now Hav. 

22 pages in cover. Price Ten Cents. 


INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
A HISTORICAL SKETCH. 


By G. F. RINEHART. Price 25 cts. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Place, NEW YORE. 


Introduction. 


The Perpetual Calendar. 


Working the Year of Scierce 
And the Common Computat:. ns. 

Au Almanac forever. 
Showing the day of the week for any any oi 
the month for all time past and present ana 
to come, and other useful information. Price, 
40 cents; three for $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 
Canvassers address L. Martin, Bruuswick, Ga. 


FREETHOP aT NOVEL». 
The Heathens of the Heath. A finely 


written Radical romance. By Wm. Mc- 
DowwELL, author of Exeter Hall, Family 
Creeds, Day of Rest, etc. 500 pages. 
Price reduced. Paper, 80 cents; cloth, 
$1.25. 
Family Creeds. 
NELL, author of ‘Exeter Hall.” 
cloth, $1.25; paper, 75 cents. 
Exeter Hall. “One of the most excit- 
ing romances of the day.” Price, paper 
60 cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


By Wizziw McDon- 
Price, 


‘Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 


A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal 
to George Eliot's works. By FREDERIKA 
MacDoNALD. 404 pages, $1.25. 

The Outcast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story. From the London edition. 
By Wriwwoop RzapzE, author of Martyr- 
dom of Man. 30 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 
Price, 25 cents. 


` Poetry. 


Strong-Minded Girls. 
They are brave and they’re true; they’re good as 
they're wise, 
Their friendship is ever a joy and a prize; 
For when the storms come, and adversity’s near, 
They stand bravely by without shadow of fear; 
And all the way through life’s noisiest whirls, 
They’re constant and kind—these str ong- minded 
girls. 


They “buy their own coal” and get their own 
living, 

No one to them need be constantly giving; 

Since they know how to work, to think, and to 
plan, 

Equally as well as the “muscular man” 

Who walks with a cane, and a gay mustach twirls ; ; 

These smart, energetic, strong-minded girls. 


; 


They teach by example, by precepts of grace, 

^ How grandly to occupy each his own place; 

While for weak-brained women and men of no 
Sense, 

They oft are à shield—a tower of defense. 

Oh, their‘ worth is far more than diamonds and 
pearls. 

Our brave-hearted ones—our strong-minded girls! 


Without them the world would a sorry place be, 

Its slaves would hav never a thought to be free; 

On the seas of life they would lazily float, 

With no wish to act, to speak, or to “ vote.” 

In this changing world. with its swift-rushing 

^o  gwirls, 

They’re the treasures of life—our strong-minded 
girls, Susan H. Wrxon. 


—À-$9—9— 
The Lay of the Revivalist. 


Im the great revival preacher, every one has heard 
of me. 

I’m the would-renowned exhorter from the wilds of 
Tennessee ; 

And whenever I am mentioned, giv my name the 
proper twist, 

This is Reverend Giascutis, styled the Boy Re- 
vivalist. 

True, I am a boy no longer, for my hair is turning 

LAY; 

But there's money in the notion, so don't giv the 
snap away. 

T hav always been a Christian, and when I was but 
a lad, 

Though I lied and stole and cheated, and did other 
things as bad, 

I believed in God and Satan, serving both of them 

-on shares, 

Going regular to meeting, wherc I often rose for 
prayers ; 

And there’s nothing so disgusting as an Infidel to 


me, 
For, the fear of hell denied us, where would all the 
sinners be? 
Td a wife when I was younger, but I left heri in the 
lurch, 
For she was an unbeliéver, and would never go to 
church. 
* Be not yoked with unbelievers,” is amongst the 
scripture’s charms, 
So I turned her from my doorway with a baby in 
her arma. 
Now, they say, she sells her sirtnbcains to buy my 
youngster bread; 
And but for the love she bears him she were num- 
bered with the dead. 
Maybe it had better be so, but I pray she may be 
spared 
To accept the blessed gospel and not perish unpre- 
pared. ' 
Yes, it goes against the doctrin that we ministers 
profess, 
Though ’twould prove to be quite common if the 
truth were known, I guess ; 
But I’ve dropped the marriage racket, finding this 
is better sense : 
Take a wife where'er you ‘tar ry and yowll thus 
avoid offense, 
Once; before I went to preaching. I had taught a 
Sunday-school, 
Scattering saving grace around according to the 
gospel rule ; 
Roon my piety was noted, which no other’s could 
surpass, 
And they made me superintendent of the women’s 
Bible class. 
Everybody in the parish had in me such confi- 
dence, 
That in taking up collection I would gather in the 
pence; 
And the same I did sequestrate, and I almost blush 
to tell, 
When I left that place the people missed the dea- 
con’s wife as well, 
But I soon grew’ weary of her; rather, she got 
tired of me, 
fo she went back to the deacon, and ’tis said they 
both agree 
That Christianity’s a humbug, and they'll never 
more part 
Jn the spreading of the gospel—may God grant 
them change of heart. 
Tam wheat and they are tares gone to swell the 
devil’s grist, 
Jm the Reverend Giascutis, styled the Boy Re- 
vivalist, 
There is nothing hits me closer than a woman 
who's aggrieved 
With the conduct of her husband, and who thinks 
she is deceived; 
She is misery embodied, I am balm etui: 
And my style of consolation never fails where it is 
tried. 
But I wander from my subject, I am bound for 
realms of bliss, 
There is but one way to get there, and that single 
way is this: - 
Who believes not, he shall perish; who has faith, 
he shall be saved; 
Human hearts are desperate wicked, we are totally 
depraved. 
Who can doubt that blessed doctrin? surely none 
with common sense, 
Pleading at the court of conscience; here’s myself 
in evidence. Dorr. 


i 
Obituary. 


At his residence, in Troy, N. Y., on Sun- 
day, Dec. 27, 1885, died William H. Peck, 
aged sixty-eight years. The funeral occurred 
Wednesday, the 80th. At the request of Mr. 
Peck, no- minister presided at the service. 
Daniel E. Ryan, of this city, one of Mr, Peck’s 
closest friends, paid the last tribute to the’ 
dead. The following is a synopsis of what 
he said, and a short sketch of Mr. Peck’s life : 


* A merry Christmas and a happy New 
Year to all the world." > These were the last 
words and this the splendid sentiment that in- 
spired the pen of him around whose mortal 
remains we are assembled to pay his memory 
the tribute of our love and respect. With 
this kindly greeting to us all as a final adieu, 
to show us that his heart beat responsiv to 
our own in thoughtful love, he lay down to 
rest and passed as peacefully into eternal 
mortal sleep as ever blessed the happy inno- 
cence of childhood. His last message was 
also, as it proves, a signal to us that the end 
was near at hand, and to draw our hearts 
nearer to his own. It now becomes our duty 
in the presence of what we are taught is 
deaih, to sum up his life's work, and pass- 
ing final judgment, place the verdict on his 
loving heart, now still forever. 

To us who may fortunately be Liberals, 
dissolution, not death, may conie as a calam- 
ity, as it does to other mortals; but never as 
a punishment from an angered God, and al- 
ways as a visitation from nature, that de- 
mands the return of all that springs from her 
bosom, that in its proper harvest she may 
treasure the seeds for a new and more perfect 
life. 

In casting the.balance, has the life of our | 
loved friend come to a ripened harvest ? 

These are the facts jotted down some years 
ago by his direction, when he realized that his 
illness would result fatally, and. probably ‘in 
the near future. On that occasion he said it 
was and would be his last wish that I should 
conduct his funeral services, and that no-Chris- 
tian minister was to be permitted to de’so un- 
der any circumstances. It is my sad and yet 
my pleasant duty to now fulfil this obligation, 
feeling that there are many here who could 
render larger justice from longer acquaint- 
ance, but. ihe sentiments I will utter. 'spring 
from my heart in a spirit of genuin love for 
the man and faith in his superior manhood |. 
and principles. 

We now pass to the facts of ‘his life, and 
their value to humanity: 

William H. Peck was born at Salisbury, 
Conn., Sept. 15, 1817, and settled in Troy 
1830; was reared in the orthodox church of 
belief, and his mind became interested early 
in religious matters. He became a convert to 
Universalism at the age of sixteen years, 
through reading a sermon by the Rev. Thos. 
Whittemore, of “Boston, on the parable of the 
rich man and Lazarus. As a result of his 
study and interest, he was duly admitted a 

reacher by the Hudson River Associatioun of 
Univorsalists and contributed a number of 

ages to their papers. 

Pir. Peck was personally wellacquainted with 
all the patriarchs of that belief from Clement Le 
Febere, Hosea Ballou, Thos. Whittemore, to 
E. H. Chapin, but felt ‘constrained, and aimed 
for larger mental and religious liber ty. 

A copy of the Boston Investigator contain- 
ing a critical notice on a book by the Rev. 
John Prince entitled, ** A Lecture on the Bi- 
ble," fell under his attention about this time 
and, becoming possessed of the book, he be- 
came an open Liberal, and ever since he has 
been activly identified with the Freethought 
movement. In that relation he numbered 
among his friends the leading men and women 
advocates known as Liberal editors, lectur- 
ers, and orators, and his activ spmpathy was, 
so well known and understood that he Per 
in a quiet and. unobtrusiv way, known as 
patriarch among tbe Liberals. 

The late D. M. Bennett, proprietor of THE 
TrutH SEEKER, sought him first of all on vis- 
iting New York with the idea of founding |: 
that great journal, and his sympathetic spirit 
no doubt fortified Mr. Bennett’s aims and 
hopes to push ahead. 

He became identified with the practice of 
medicin just previous to 1848 and was known 
in northeast and central New York and north- 
west Vermont as Dr. Peck. During 1848, in 
partnership with Dr. J. C. Kelly, he ‘practiced 
medicin in Boston at 54 Tremont street. 

About this time psychology assumed a gener- 
ally absorbing interest to the public, and, leav- 
ing medicin, "he took up with the idea and 
traveléd extensivly as a lecturer and operator. 

During this period an interesting episode 
wasa discussion on psy chology he held at Bris- 
tol, Vt., with the Rev. Elder Morgan, in the’ 
Baptist church of that town on a night when 
the temperature was twenty degrees below 
zcro. 

Plenty of people came from a distance of 
thirty miles in wagons to hear it, and excite- 
ment ran high on the subject. Subsequently 
at a lecture in Vergennes, Vt., he was interro- 
gated as to the “Rochester Knockings, " and: 
expressed faith in their being facts, and in ac-: 
cord with nature. In 1852, at Troy, he calleda 
meeting to discuss Spiritualism, which was 
held in the old Bethel church, Gen. Veilé be- 
ing chairman. The mectings excited general 
interest, and were continued for thre eeks 
with much success. 

Following this he went to Ne’ 
became activly connected wi“ 
press as a writer, but fina": 
produce commission by 


ork and 
“fie public 
.ent into the 
s permanently. 


vemains of our brother. 


While connected with the press he aided to 
form an anti-Sunday League and was one of its 
founders. Its object was to write up the mat- 
ter through the papers, journals,.etc., and to 
spread Liberal ideas thr ough pamphlets. He 
furnished a series of articles. thoroughly e 
haustiv of the subject, addressed to the 
Dr. Spring, and published in the New York 
Sunday Despatch, and many other papers. 
He was the last of nine kindred spirits who 
made a compact to successivly attend each 
others’ funeral. The last one to depart pre- 


| vious to Mr. Peck was the Rev. C. Chauncy | 


Burr, a famous Universalist preacher. They 
were life-long friends and congenial compan- , 
ions. 

Having stated the facts as he gave them to 
me, it is for me to bear living witness to the 
good work of his life, and with you, his old 
time friends and relations, to' lay our verdict 
of Nobly done! on his loving heart, and thus 
secure his life and ‘the manner of his death 
from all possibility of Christian calumny or 
misstatement. To us Liberals or Infidels the 
treasures of such a man’s life we must lay up 
here on this earth, for it is just the living of 
such a life that helps to broaden this world 
into a comparativ heaven. He was in all 
things an honest man. He did not believe or 
disbelieve in God; his loving nature prompted 
him to hope for a spiritual future, but he had 
no convictions on the matter. He had no 
faith in Christ.except as a mythical personage, | 
but said that- if he existed as stated in 
scripture, he was a true reformer, and as H 
inan. met the fate that the church always 
metes out to those who attempt to fight its in- 
tolerance—martyrdom. In fact, he regarded 
Christ as the grandesi Infidel that ever lived. 
fle passed as truly to mortal death.as he lived, 
a child of nature, believihg to the last that 
natural laws only redeem everything. 

Dear friends, these are the main facts of his 
"ife. If you think that in his humble sphere 
ais work was of limited effect, you are mis- 
taken. He, in his early days, with a few 
other noble men and women, was a pioneer 
man almost limitless forest of bigotry, sur- 
rounded by the giant oaks of superstition, in- 
tolerance, persecution, and social ostracism. 
it is the work of the brave few like him that 
hav felled these monsters and left the ** clear- 
ing" almost free for the multitudes like us, 
who hav.felt little of the fray, and enjoy 


‘much of the blessings that bring us just-within 


the bounds of perfect liberty. 

The good life of such men as Mr.Peck shames 
Christians into the fear of being illiberal, and 
it turns the gaze of malice and the finger of 
«corn from the honest, upright Freethinker 
‘nto the mirror of nature. 

With this tribute I speak for wife, children, 
triends and acquaintances—for humanity and 


pod myself. 


Farewell, dear friend! Thine be an hon- 
ored, eternal rest. We say with thee, as thou 
lidst to us, ** A merry Christmas and a happy 
New Year £o all the world!” 

At the grave Mr. Ryan said: 

“o mighty pirit of the great universe! 
witness that we herewith consign lovingly to 
the bosom from which, he sprang the mortal 
He is thine—in the 
order of nature we return him to thee. I in 
the name of mother, of father, of brother, 
son, daughters, and friends return him to thy 
last embrace. Adieu, sweet-hearted friend, 
3 last farewell.” 


—9-9—49-— 


Book Notices. 


SocrAL WEALrR: The Sole Factors and Exact 
Ratios in its Acquirement and Apportion- 
“ment. By J. K. Ingalls. New York: The 
Truth Seeker Company. Price $1. 
This book is a work on political economy, 
nnd is really an inquiry into the causes of 


poverty and want, and into the defects of our ; 


social institutions which permit some men to 
necumulate such large fortunes from the labor 
of the lower classes. 

One hundred years ago political economy 
was an unknown science. Since then, Adam 
Smith, followed by other writers, such as Say, 
Ricardo, Mill, hav laid the foundation of this 
science. But their work is not complete, for 
they hav failed to potht out the remedy for 


the industrial diseases of society, so much so 


that their followers are all partisans of the | 
“let alone" policy, and can offer nothing | 
better than the trite comfort that the evil will 
work itself out in time. Such conclusions do 
not satisfy the more generous and sympa- 
thetic individuals who see so much misery, 
und cannot see any improvement as years pass 
by, and there has arisen a number of men who 
hav tried to diagnosticate the social diseases 
and to point out the proper remedy. Most of 
these men hav made no preparation for the 
work they hav undertaken, and hav no knowl- | 
edge of. the subject of which they propose to 
treat. Not so with Mr. Ingalls. His work 
shows all throughout a complete mastery of 


| his subject, a clear perception of the necessity 


of an exact definition of words, and a careful 
and persistent thinking over of the many sides 
of this difficult subject. 

While Mr. Ingalls passes in review all the 
social factors, and is opposed to profit, rent, 
and intcrest, he finds the greater social evil in 
unlimited land ownership, and favors leaving 
** occupancy and use” asthe only title to land. 


vy 


Ho: is too wise a man to urge it asa patent 
remedy, and especially does not dwell upom 


the many practical difficulties which such a 
system would create if put in effectiv-force, 


x- | no more than he tries to show where the in- 


centiv to accumulation of the capital neces- 
sary for production would be found if rent, 


profit, and interest were. abolished; but he <, 


mainly aims to educate, and there, are many 
true hits at existing fallacies found all through 
his book. It isa | book for thinkers, contain. 
ing many truths which we had never Bed 
stated in print before. 

To ourselvs, who look upon all social insti- 
tutions as a growth; who believe that justice 


and natural Tights hav no hand in shaping the : 


laws of men, but that they are shaped by the - 
necessities of civilization; who believe Yat 
while rent, profit, and interest are really as 
unjust as "Mr. Ingalls represents them, they 
are a necessity of progress and will endure as 
long as progress requires it, we see in this 
book another of the many signs of the times 
that unlimited land ownership has had its day 
and that, as civilization can be better advanced 
by a more equitable distribution of the soil, 
the public mind is being slowly prepared to a 
change in the system of land*tenure. :- 

We earnestly recommend ** Social Wealth ” 
ito all persons interested in social problems. 
‘They will find therein the thoughts of a man 
‘whose opinions are worth having, and, whether ` 
they agree with him or not, they "will find that 
his arguments are entitled to respect, and that 
knowledge can be gathered from them... ` 

We wish also to 8 say a word of. commenda- 
tion for the typographical work on this book. 
We hav received many books published by 
the Truth Seeker Company, and their work 
has steadily improved, till now it is equal to 
any in the Union. It givs us much pleasure 
to see this leading Liberal house taking a 
stand which, we hope, will place them on an 
equal footing with the leading publishers of 
New York city. And we know of no way by 
which the Liberals can better help themselvs 
and help their cause than by subscribing to 
Tur Truta SEEKER and buying liberally ot 
their publications, — The Sociologist. 


RELIGION OF HUMANITY, 


Founpzp BY Aveustz COMTE. 


The Society of Humanity, in the name of M.: 


Pierre Laffitte, the venerable successor of Auguste 
Comte, and the Positivists and workingmen of 
Paris, to the working people of New York city and 
vicinity, 
Greeting: 

All who are desirotis of acquiring a knowledge of | 
the philosophic and religious teachings of Auguste 
Comte are hereby invited without distinction of 
creed, nationality, color, or social condition to as~ 
sist at a systematic reading of the 


“ GENERAL VIEW OF POSITIVISM.” 


The reading will commence next Sunday morn- 
ing, 10 o'clock, at 97 Market st., and will be contin- 
ued every Sunday until completed. No collection. 
162 RICHARD K. FOSTER, Librarian. . 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON 
The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli-. 
' eal Works 


By THOMAS PAINE, 
“The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 


Price, Single copies, 20 cents, _ Bight copies 
for $1.00. 


m n 
THE | CRISIS. 

By Thomas Paine. 
Spedire oi of this work in connection with the pro- 
posed independenceof America from Great Britain, 
Washington wrote: “A few more such flaming 
arguments . . will not leave numbers at a loss 

to decide on the propriety of a separation.” 


Price, 35 cents. 


For either of these works, or- any of Paine’s 
writings, Address THE TRUTHSEEKER, . 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


SEND TO ELMINA FOR THEM, 
DIANA.—A startling book ! Original 


^in theory, scientific in treatment, and unobjection- 
able in language. None should marry without read- 
ing “Diana.” Sexual satisfaction through magnetic 
Influence. Love rendered permanent and lasting. 
Third edition, enlarged, revised, and improved. 

Price, 25 cents, 


SOCIOLOGY.—Consisting of essays, 


poems, short lives of Land Reformers and other re- 
forma ory topics; worth $2; bound in cloth and sold 
for 50 cents, Written by Masquerter, a good old man 
who has spent a lifetime in trying to help humanity. 


THE DARWINS.—By Elmina. Price, 
50 cents. ''I have read ‘The Darwins,’ and am 
pleased with it; and so are all to whom. I have lent 
Were such works more plenty, Christians would 
oe less numerous.”—D. Nielson. Three books for 
$100, and Green's Freethought Directory, price, 
$2.00, sent also for $1.10 $2.10 for aM four. 


Address MRS. E. D. SLENKER, Snowville, Va. 


The Bible Anar. 


John R, E uo! A.M. 


CONTENTS: , 
The Old Testament.—lhe New Testament.—The 


cles of the Bible.—' The Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Bible.—The 
Heaven and the Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 
the Bible.—The God of the Bible,—The Messiah or. 
Savior. 

Orown octavo, 833 pp. Brjendtaly executed. Bent 
by mail, post paid. Price, $3.00. 


‘ 


Oreation,—The Deluge.—The Exodus.—The Mira- . 


ea 


The Brain and the Bible. By E»cin| 


Ps The Legends of the Patriarchs. 


ie 


m 
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FREETHOUGHT WORKS, 


PUBLISHED AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE. 
Resurrection of Jesus. 


vised edition. . 25 cents. ` ü 


. Revelations of Antichrist, An ex- 


` haustiv work proving conclusivly that no 


-such person as Jesus Christ existed in the 


reign of Tiberius, but that a Jesus, the 
Son of Mary, was stoned and hanged 


about a century before, and. that his dis. 


ciples; Simon Kepha, alias Peter, and the 
apostle Paul, both lived and died before 
the Christian era. 446 pages'and full in- 
dex. - Price, $2. : 


. The Anonymous Hypothesis of Cre- 


ation. A. Brief Review of the so- 
called Mosaic. Account. 


By Jamus F. 
Furniss. Cloth, 50 cents. : 


O. Beart, With a Preface by RoBERT G. 

IwcznSoLnL, who says of it. “This book, 

written by a brave and honest man, is 

filled with brave and honest thoughts. 

The arguments it presents cannot be an- 

swered by all the theologians in the 
“world.” Price reduced to $1. 


The Creed of Christendom. Its 
foundation contrasted with its super- 
structure, By W. RAvHEONx GREG.. One 
of the clearest and ablest works ever 
written. $1.50. ; 


The Essence of Religion. 
German of L, FEvERBACH. Authorof th 
Essence of Christianity, etc. In cloth, 
reduced to 50 cents. 


The Godly Women of the Bible. A 
History of all the women who figure in the 
Bible. Sharpand telling iu style. Paper, 

| 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. f 


The Heathens of the Heath. A finely 
written Radical romance. By Wm. Mc- 
DoxNEzLL, author of Exeter Hall, Family 
Creeds, Day of Rest, etc. 500 pages. 
Paper, 80 cents; cloth, $1.25. 


The Holy Bible Abridged. Contain- 
ing the choice passages and lovely mor- 
ceaus particularly pleasing to Comsroox. 

:169 pages. Paper, 30 cents; cloth, 50 cts. 


The Jamieson-Ditzler Debate. <A 
nine-days' debate on God, the Bible, 
Christianity, and. Liberalism. Between 
W. F. Jameson and Rev. Jacos Drrznmm,: 
D.D. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


B 
. BARING-GoULp. $1.50. The Ona 
tionalist, in speaking of it, says: ‘‘ There 
. are few Bible readers who hav ^ot ‘at some 
time wished for just suchavolume. Itis 
a thoroughly interesting book, and will 
be. seized with avidity by all students c. 
the Bible. 


The Martyrdom of Man. Embracing 
the four divisions of War, Religion, Lib- 
erty, and Intellect. A work of rare merit, 
and written in a superior style. By Wrw. 
woop READE. New edition. 544 pages. 
Price reduced from $3 to $1.75. 


The Old Faith and the New. A Con- 
fession. By Davin FRIEDERICH STRAUSS, 
-author of the **New Life of Jesus,” etc. 
Authorized translation. from the sixth 
German edition. By Marampz Burmo. 
Two volumes in one. The translation 
revised and partly rewritten, and pre- 
ceded by an American version of the au- 
thors ''Prefatory Postscript." Strauss 
is too well known by thereadersof Amer- 
ica to require a single word to be said in 
his praise. Pricgf$1.50. ' > 

The Outcast. A deep, finely-written 
Radicil story. From the London edition. 
By Wixwoop Reape, author of “ Martyr- 
dom of Man.” 30 cents. 


The Pro and Con of Supernatural 
Religion. Both. sides fairly and 
ably presented. By E. E. Gump, ex- 
Universalist clergyman. Paper, 30 cents; 
cloth, 50 cents. j 


The Radical Pulpit. Comprising:dis- 
courses of advanced thought. By OB. 
FT'hüoruiNGHaM and Fenix ADLER, two of 
America’s clearest thinkers. By O. B. 
Frotnincuam: The New Song of Christ- 
mas, The Departed Years, Life as a Test 
of Creed, Apocryphal Books of the New 
Testament, The Sectarian Spirit, The 
American Gentleman, The Language af 
the Old Testament, The Dogma of Hell, 
The Value of the Higher Sentiments, The 
American Lady, The Consolations of Ra- 
tionalism. By Fzrrx ADLER: The Ethics: 
of the Social Question, Emancipation, 
Lecture at the Second Anniyersary of the 
Society for Ethical Culture, Our Leaders, 

', Hav We Still a Religion? Conscience. 
.? Price, in cloth, $1. : 


The Real Blaspheniers. By. Col. J. 
R. Kerso, A.M. Price, 50 cents. 


Truth Seeker Collection of Forms, 
Hymns, and Recitations. Con- 
taining forms for organizing societies, 
marriage, funeral services, naming of in- 
fants, obituary notices, epitaphs, etc. 
Also 525 Liberal and Spiritualistic hymns 
for public meetings, funerals, social gath- 
erings, etc. To which are added beauti- 
ful recitations for various public occa- 
sions, 550 pp. Cloth, 75 cents- 


Showing the 
contradictions and doubts. in, which: the 
« subject is involved. By W. S. BELL. Re- 


From the | 
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tian 
Sundav Laws. 

Price, 25 Cents; 

Address 


ures. The contents of. the volume are: 


MEN, WOMEN, AND GODS: Introductory; 
Accident Insurance; Chiefly Women; Why 
Women Support It; What It Teaches; From 
Moses to Paul; The Fruit of the Tree of Knowl- 
edge; Knowledge Not a Crime; As Much In- 
spired as Auy.of It. : i 

VICARIOUS ATONEMENT: Fear; Beginning 
to Think; Creeds; Self-Control What We Need; 
Vicarious Atonement Not a 


tion; Twin Monsters from Thtellectual Pig- 


CONTENTS: Economie Schools: a hrief re- 
view of their Origin and Growth; Rise and 
Growth of Capitalism; Unearned Increase: 
profit, interest, rent; Conservation of Wealth; 
Tools and Improved Machinery; The Nature of 
Wages; Private and Social Wealth; Land Own- 


tem. 
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ASRS IA X A-BREA 
BY JOHN E. 


AUTHOR OF " LIFE OF PAINE,” “FALSE CLAIMS" “ BIBLE MORALS,” ETC. 


This is the best and most thorough work ever written on the Sab- 
bath from a rational point of view. 


LARGE AND HANDSOME PRINT. 


The question is discussed under the following heads: 


Origin of the Sabbatic Idea—The Jewish Sabbath—The 
Christian Scriptures and the Sabbath — Examination of 
Sunday Arguments—Origin of Christian Sabbath—Testi- 
mony of the Christian Fathers—The Sabbath during the 
Middle Ages-The Puritan Sabbath—Testimony of Chris- 
Reformers, Scholars, and Divines— Abrogation ot 


MEN, WOMEN, AND GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER. 
Introduction by. f 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
In connection,;with another firm we have just published Helen H. Gardener’s first volume. 


Helen H. Gardener was first introduced to the public by Col. Ingersoll, since when she has 


won a place in the hearts of all Freethinkers by her ability, and by the briliancy of her lect- 


ristian Inven-, 


Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 Cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


SOCIAL WEALTH: 


The Sole Factors and . 
Exact Ratios in Hs Acquirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS 


PRICE, CLOTH, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 33 Clinton Place, New York City. 


RATIONAL GOMMUNISM, 


THE PRESENT 
AND 


THE FUTURE REPUBLIC OF NORTH AMERICA. 
BY A CAPITALIST. : 


A Book Advocating Associate Life as a Remedy for. Poverty, Vice, and Crime. 
the present conditions of society in this country, pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 
it is almost impossible that the people should be other than poor and vicious under our present sys- 
The remedy, the author thinks, is in communal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of the 


rIgG 
KIN G. 


REMSBURG, 


Six Copies, $1.00. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton PL, New York. 


mies; Geographical Religion; Revelation; Evi- 
dence of Faith; Did He talk? What You 
May Think; Intellectual. Gag-Law ; The Vi- 

: carious Theory the Cause of Crime; Revision; 
The Church’s Money-Box; Shall Progress Stop? 

HISTORICAL FACTS AND THEOLOGICAL 
FICTIONS: Church Fictions; Historical Facts 
—(Civilization, Comparativ Status, Women as 
Persons, Education, As Wives, Not Woman's 
Friend, Morals). 


ership; Private Property in Land; Capital and 
the Productiv Factors; Partnership and Co-op- 
eration; Law of Contracts; Money and Credit; 
Of Value or Economic Ratios; Taxation as a 
Remedy; Reforms, not Remedies; Suggestions 
to Legislators; Conclusion. 


" 


$1.00. 


[oed 


It deals with 


future Republié of North America, as it will be when society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously and interestingly written. 

Contents: The titles of some of the chapters are: Present External Appearance of Our Re- 
publie; Government and Laws; Finance; Public Improvements; Production and Distribution; 
Education; Morality and Religion; Marriage aud: Divorce; Life in the New Republic; Life in the 
Existing Republic; Examination of the Objections to Communism; Methods Proposed for the 
Transition from the System of Individual Property to a System of Collectiv Property; Danger- 


Prce, $1.50. 


Published and for sale by the Truth Seeker Company, 33 Clinton Place, New York City. 


BIBLE MORALS. 


TWENTY CRIMES AND VICES SANCTIONED 
l BY SCRIPTURE. 


Falsehood and Deception—Cheating—Theft and. Rob- 
bery—Adulterv and Prostitution-Murder- Wars of Con- 
quest and Extermination—Despotism—Intolerance and 
Persecution-—Injustice to Woman—Unkindness to Chil- 
dren—Crueltvy to Animals- uman Sacrifices—Cannibal- 
ism — Witcheraft — Slavery -Polygamy — Intemperance, 
Poverty and Vagrancy — Ignorance and Idiocy ~ Ob- 


scenitv. 


Price, Single Copies, 25 cents; 


Special Discount on Larger Quan'jities, 
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BY JOHN E. REMSBURG, 


] 
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Holiday foods! 


AM my Liberal friends are reminded that if they 


will kindly favor me with their orders for holiday 
gifts I will guarantee to undersell any other firm 
or cheerfully refund cash upon return of goods. 
My stock embraces all that is elegant, rich, and 
new in the market, as well as a full line of good 
medium-grade goods, viz., genuin diamond rings, 
pins, ear-drops, studds, , 
diamond-set watches, gold and silver watches of ev- 
ery grade, chains, bracelets, gold and best gold- 
plated jewelry, gold pens, gold and sliver headed 
canes, opera glasses, gold spectacles, solid silver and 


collar buttons, elegant. 


plated ware, plush and art goods, etc. , etc. 


‘And what is a nicer 

present for either 

S ; your lady or gentle- 
^ man friends than 


one of my latest 1m- 

proved model badges 
in solid gold, artis- 
tically enameled in 
three colors? Price, 
$3, $3 50. $4, With 
genuin diamond in 


Nagy ouo PAP Rochelle, Ill. 
A STANDARD MEDICAL WORE 
For YOUNG & MIDDLE. AGED MEN 


ONLY $1 BY MAIL, POSTPAID. 


A Great Medical Work on Manhood 


Exhausted Vitality, Nervous and Physical Debility, 
Premature Decline in Man, Errors of Youth, and 
the untold miseries resulting from indiscretion or 
excesses. A book for every man, young, middle- 
aged and old. It contains 125 prescriptions for all 
acute and chronic diseases, each one of which 1s in- 
valuable. So found by the author, whose experi- 
ence for 23 years ig such as probably never before 
fell to the lot of any physician. 300 pages, bound in 
beautiful French muslin, embossed covers, full gilt, 
guaranteed to be a finer work in every sense—me- 
chanical, literary, and professional—than any other 
work sola in this country for $2.^,0r the money 
will be refunded in every instance. Price only $1.00 
by mail, post paid.  Illustrativ sample 6. cents. 
Send now. Gold medal awarded the author by the 
National Medical Association, to the president of 
which, the Hon. P. A. Bissell, and associate officers 
of the Board the reader is respectfully referred. 

The Science of Life should be read by the young 
for instruction, and by the afflicted for relief. It 
will benefit all.—LZondon Lancet. 

There is no member of society to whom The 
Science of Life will not be useful, whether youth, 
parent, guardian, instructor, or clergyman.—<Argo- 


ut, 
"e ddress the Peapody Medical Institute, or Dr. W. 
H. Parker, No. 4 Bulfinch Rtreet, Boston, Mass, 
who may be consulted on all diseases requiring 
skill and experience. Ohronic and obstinate dis 
eases that bave baffled the skill of SHE A other 
physicians & specialty. Such treated Buc- 


era innon wis paper yia | H Y SEL F 


DR, R. P. FELLOWS 


is a reguiarly educat- 
ed and legally quali- 
fied physician, and 
the most successful 
as his practice wil, 
prove. He has for 
twenty years treated 
exclusiviy all diseases 
of the Sexual Organs, 
in the cures of which 
he stands preeminent, 
SPER MATORREGA 
and IMPOTENOY 
as the result of self- 
" abuse in youth and 

* sexual excessesin ma. 
turer years, causing 
night emissions by 
dreams, loss of sexual 


Fellows’ valuable discoveries, which is entirely un 


known to the medical profession. It is not a catch- 
penny get-np, such as a pad, belt, pastille, nor mag- 
netic appliance, but simply a medicine to be applied 
externally on the parts affected, which cures by 
abserption, Bend five 2-cert stamps for his ''Pri- 
vate Counselor,” giving ful information. Address 
Dr. R. P. Fellows, Vineland, M. J.,and say where you 
saw this advertisment. 

, B.—Dr. Fellows begs leave to say that he is 
an Infidel of the most pronounced character. Dro. 
Liberals, your patronage is solicited. 


BUPTURES GUREDS 


my Medical Compound nnd Improved 
Elastic Supporter 'Pruss in from 36 to 
90 days Reliable references given. Jend 
stamp coz circular, und say in what paper 
pou caw my advertisment. Address 
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GERMAN SIMPLIFIED. 


An easy and practical new method, adapted fore 
self-instruction as well as for use in schools. To 
consist of about twelve numbers. Eleven numbers 
now published. Sent to any address on receipt of 
the price, 10 ceuta per number, by THE TRUTH 
SEEKER CO. 

«These books contain a wealth of knowledge for 
self-instruction.”—ED. Albany Union. 

Stf 


BIBLICAL ANTHOLOCY 


A. Collection of Passages 
Tllustrating the 


| Purity and Morality of The Bible, 
6 Copies, $1.00 | Price, paper, 35 cents; flexible cloth, 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Tue usual daily report of arrests of Nihil- 
ists in Russia continues. : 

Tae mayor of Des Moines, Iowa, . has 
ordered the closing of every saloon in the 
į lace. i : 
Hyprornosra, with proposed. remedies, 
prominent among which is the discovery of 
M. Pasteur, forms the talk of the hour. . 


- In Germany. police measures for the repres- 
sion of Socialists are approaching in severity 
and cruelty those of Russia against the Nihil- 
ists. " ` f 
Ar San Salvador, Bahama Islands, several 
hundred young girls are infected with an epi- 
demic of religious hallucination, seeing holy 
visions, and falling in hysterics. -~ 
Tue long-expected winter cold came on the 
9th inst., accompanied by & storm that pro- 
duced great damage throughout the country 
and wrecked many vessels on the coast, with 
great loss of life. 


ArrER a close fight for the mayoralty of 
Toronto, Can., between the Prohibitionists 
and liquor-dealers’ party, the candidate of the 
former has been elected. Many women elec- 
tioneered for him. 

A DISPATCH from Washington says: ‘‘ The 
great mass of matter presented to Congress 
now comes from jobbers. Their claims and 
schemes hav just as much time, accorded to 
them as honest measures of national impor- 
tance.” ME 


PARNELL has gained strong support in the 
present Parliament, and, while once despised, 
insulted, and denounced, is now eagerly 

"sought and propitiated. Home rule for Ire- 
land, it is now conceded by all, will soon be 
obtained. 

Tur Gibbs Investigating Committee, an able 


Hews of the Week, 
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body which has been for some time examin- 
ing into the abuses of the New York city gov- 
ernment, and devising remedies therefor, has 
prepared a number of radical reform bills to 
be submitted to the legislature. 


So many of.the “ pillars” of the Presbyte- 
rian Brick church, on Fifth avenue, this city, 
derive their incomes from the liquor traffic 
that the pastor Was obliged to address them 
on. the “subject on Sunday the 12th; urging 
them to abandon such business. 


ANOTHER Visitation of Providence. On the 
11th ult., in New York city, Mr. James S8. 
Noyes was killed by falling through an eleva- 
tor shaft of the Park Bank building, while on 
his way to the fourth story to pay his sub- 
scription to the Christian at Work. 


Tue legislators of N. Y. state are now en- 
deavoring to find some method of supplying 
work for convicts other than the old contract 
system. All recognize that the convicts can- 
not be keptidlc without extravagant expense 
to the state, and cruelty to themselvs. 


PRESIDENT CLEVELAND’s indignant denuncia- 
tion of newspaper lying is now learned to hav 
been occasioned by the circulation of a 
slander, absolutely baseless and invented, set- 
ting forth in detail the contents of two dis- 
graceful letters claimed to hav passed between 
him and Mr. Jos. Keppler, of this city. 


LAND-AGENTS advertising extensivly in 
Northern papers and making extravagant 
representations of the advantages of Florida 
land are denounced by recent writers in New 
York papers, who charge that they are swin- 
dlers, and their lands, both in Florida and 


throughout the South, barren and worthless. | 


Tue Rev. Dr. Bristor, of Spring Valley, 
N. Y., is on trial for seducing sixteen-year- 
old Ida Downs. When she attempted to re- 
veal it he beat her and threatened to hav her 

"sent to jail. In reproaching him with the 
deed she said, ** Dr. Bristor, God was watch- 
ing you." “Yes,” replied he, “thats all 
right." 


Ow Dec. 31st the engineers of the New 
York city Elevated Railroad Company pre- 
sented to their superintendent a petition ask-. 

. ing respectfully for a reduction of their hours 
of labor in accordance with a former promis. 
The superintendent promised to consider the 
matter, sent around a petition to the engin- 
eers for signatures of those “loyal” to the 

‘road, and securing none, on the. 6th ult. 
closed the Second and Ninth avenue lines. 
The public were greatly incensed over the 
stoppage of these lines, Railroad Commis- 
sioner O'Donnell claiming that it violated 
the company’s charter, and the alarmed cor- 
poration immediately reinstated the men and 
started their trains again. 
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** How the Old Thing Works" for the benefit of the church. 


Odds and (nds. - 


Canon Farrar came to this country for a rest, 
and took away twenty-five thousand dollars. He 
will take the rest on his next visit. Í : 


THERE may be sermons in stone, as Shakspere 
says, and there may not be, but judging from some 
big salaries paid some big preachers there is no 
doubt about there being “rock” in sermons. 


AN eminent statistician has calculated that a man 
spends nine dollars per annum more than a woman. 
This may be accounted for on the ground that a 
man generally has to buy his wife’s clothes as well 
as his own. 


*Jusr borrowed $900 on my note,” said young 
Hardup, “and I feel like a great man’s monu- 
ment.” “Hows that?” said his friend, ‘cause 
somebody else has to pay for it?” “Oh, no; not 
exactly that; but Pve got such a good start on 
paper.” 


Ons of the stockholders in a New York brewing’ 


company asked the president: “Don’t you think 
the advance in hops wil hav some effect on our 
stock?” ‘Humbug! The little amount of hops 
we put in our beer is not going to affect the shares 
of stock.” 


“Wyar did you do the first time you got into a 
battle? ” said a young lady to an old soldier. ‘Of 
course you didn't run!” **Oh, no, I didn’t run, 
miss; not at all But if I had been going for 
& doctor, and you had seen me, you would hav 
thought somebody was awful sick." * 


Nick young man (lecturing to a Sunday-school) : 
t Now, is there any little boy or little girl, who 
would like to ask any questions? Well, little boy, 
I see your hand; you needn’t snap your fingers. 
What question would you like to ask?” Small boy: 
* How much longer is this jawin’ goin’ to last? ”— 
Chicago Rambler. 


Mr. Avucur (to Miss Societe, as he calls her at- 
tention to a young lady near by): ‘There is evi- 
dent enjoyment. Miss Couleur appears charmed 
with young Ultradude, does she not?” Miss So- 
ciete (smiling brightly) : ‘Oh, one cannot tell any- 
fhing by a woman's expression. She knows how to 
look amiable when she’s being dreadfully bored.” 


No novelty to her.—‘‘Here is a curious case, 
ma’am,” said the superintendent of the insane 
asylum. “This man imagins he is the motiv power 
that-runs the world. He's perfectly harmless, 
though, but he thinks the world wouldn't move 
without him. Very queer notion, isn't it?" “I 
don’t know about that; my husband has got just 
the same notion in his head." 

NO NEED OF IT. 

The maid expects 

Her beau to-night, 
And fills the stove 

With anthracite, 
Because the air 

Is raw and damp, 
But quite forgets 

To fill the lamp. 


= 


“Ys,” said Mrs. Bennington, “my son, George, 
is getting to be quite an artist." “Does he affect 
any particular school of art?" asked the visitor. 
“He paints religious pictures mostly, I think. 
Isn't ita Madonna that George is painting now, 
Mr. Bennington?” asked the old lady, turning to 
her husband. '*Yes," said the old man, ''it's a 
Madonna—a prima donna.” - 


Now the maiden and the youth, 
Love to sit and spoon, forsooth, 
By the fireside where brightly burns the 
log. . 
- While her father, raging wroth, 
Thinks how soon a piece of cloth 
Will be taken from his trousers by the dog, dog, 
dog. 


Mamma (reading) : “ And Daniel was cast into the 
the lions’ den; but they did not harm him for——” 
Little Billy (bursting into tears): “Oh, ooo! I 
thought the lions were going to eat him.” Mam- 
ma: “But the naughty lions did not eat good 
Daniel, my own tender -hearted little lamb." Lit- 
tle Billy (angrily) : * But I wanted the lions to eat 
Daniel; I hate Daniel; besides, it would hav been 
more exciting.” —Life. 


log, log; 


MINISTER: “ Johnny, your mother says that she- 
gave you ten cents one day last week to buy candy 
with, and that you kept it until Sunday, and put 
it in the plate at church." Johnny: “Yes, sir.” 
Minister : ** You acted the part of à very good boy. 
Now, can you tell me what good thoughts prompted 
you to giv the money to the church, instead of 
buying candy with it?” Johnny: “Yes, sir; cause 
I couldn't spend it in candy, as it had a hole in it.” 


AT the revival; Preacher: “Young men should 
never go to a place where they would not take 
their sisters. Is there a Christian young man in 
the audience who thinks he may safely break this 
wise rule?” Young man under the gallery stands 
up. Preacher: “And what is the place, my 
young friend, which you think yourself justified in 
visiting, and yet to which you would not think of 


taking your sister?” Young man: “The barber- 
shop, sir.” ! 


“Yers, sir,” said the druggist, “ this Sunday law 
is one that cannot be too strictly enforced. Itisa | 
plot on the fair fame of American institutions that 
drinks should be sold indiscriminately on the Sab- 
bath, and that saloon-keepers should be allowed to 
keep,open their doors. John,I think it will be 
your turn to tend store next Sunday. Put the 
soda-water sign out as prominently as you can. 
We wouldn't do enough business on Sunday to pay 
expenses, if it wasn't for that soda-fountain." 


‘Ont of Brown's little nieces’ holiday books is a 
scripture picture-book. Her mamma was explain- 
ing to her an engraving, representing the three 
Eastern monarchs bowing down before the manger 
at which two long-eared beasts of burden were 
quietly feeding. “Good draw, wasn’t it?” said 
Brown. “Good draw? What do youmean?” said, 
his indignant sister-in-law. ‘Why, yes,” replied 
the unconscious innocent, “three kings to a pair 
of jacks; pretty good, I call it.” And he walked 
away, humming softly. 


|| Gems of Ghonght. 


I pray.thee, then, wear not one mood alone, . : . 
That what thou sayst is right, and nought but that, ` 
For he who thinks that he alone is wise, i 
His mind and speech above what others boast, 
Such men-when searched are mostly empty found; ` 
But for a man to learn, though he be wise, ; 
Yea, to learn much and know the time to yield, _ 
Brings no disgrace. 5 
-—Plumptre's Sophocles’s Antigones. 

: For law, alike as a profession and an instrument 
of mental disciplin, Burke had always the profound 
respect that it so amply deserves, though he. Baw.. 
that it was not without drawbacks of its own. 
“The law," he said, in his fine description. of 
George Granville, in words that all who think 
about schemes of education ought to ponder, “isy 
in my opinion, one of the first and -noblest of hu-. 
man sciences; a science which does more to quicken 
and invigorate- the understanding than all the 
other kinds of learning put together; but it is not 
apt, except in persons very happily born, to open _ 
and liberate the mind exactly in the same propor-_ 
tion.—John Morley's Burke. , 

Ever remember that thou art human, not merely 
a natural production; ever remember that all. 
others are human also, and, with all individual dif- 
ferences, the same as thou, having the same needs 
and the same claims as thyself, This is the sum ' 
and substance of morality.—Strauss. 

To expect that twelve men, taken by lot out of 
a promiscuous multitude, should agree in: their 
opinion upon points confessedly dubious, and upon 
which oftentimes the wisest judgments might be 
holden in suspense; or to suppose that any real 
unanimity or change of opinion in the dissenting ` 
jurors could be procured by confining them until 
they all consented to the’ same verdict, bespeaks 
more of the conceit of a barbarous age than of the 
policy which could dictate such an institution as 
that of juries.—Paley’s Moral and, Political Philos: 
ophy. : z po Sr ONE 
IN every point, of view in which those ‘things 


. 


called “miracles” can be placed and considered, -' 


the reality of them is improbable, and their exist- 
ence unnecessary. , They would not answer any 
useful purposes, even if they were true, for it. is 


, more difficult to obtain belief in a miracle than in 


a principle evidently moral without any miracle. 
Moral principle speaks universally for itself. 
Miracles could be but a thing of the moment, and 


seen by but a few. After this it requires a trans- É 


fer of faith from God to man to believe a miracle 
upon man's report. Instead, therefore, of admit- : 
-ting the recitals of miracles as evidence of any ` 
system of religion being true, they ought to be. 
considered as symptoms of its being fabulous. It 
is necessary to the full and upright character of 
truth that it reject the eruten, and itis consistent. 
with the character of fable to seek the aid that ' 
truth rejects.—Paine's Age of Reason, E 

I NEVER could discern in Shelley any more than : 
two fixed principles. The first was a strong, irre. 
pressible love of liberty; of liberty in the abstract, ` 
and somewhat after the pattern of"the ancient re~ 
publics, without reference to the English constitu- 
tion, respecting which he knew little, heeding it. 
not at all. The second was an equally ardent love 
of toleration for all opinions, but more especially 
of religious. opinions; or toleration complete, en- 
tire, universal, and unlimited, and as a deduction 
and corollary from which latter principle he felt. ` 
an intense abhorrence of persecution .of every 
kind, public or private.—Hogg's Liye of Shelley. 

No matter to what end the soul may exist after 
death, exist it must, because it cannof die. Man’s 
body is material, extended, and composit—suscep- 
tible in consequence of dissolution and destruc- 
tion. But the soul is immaterial and simple—ex4 
empt, therefore, from dissolution and death. This 
was the ancient pyschology, already exploded by , 
Kant. All these alleged properties of the soul, 
whence its immortality is' deduced, are “most ar- 
bitrarily attributed to it. We hav learned from 
closer observations in the domain of physiology 
and psychology that the body and soul, even if we 
continue to distinguish between them as two sep- © 
arate essences, are nevertheless so nearly united, 
the so-called soul so entirely conditioned by the: 
nature and circumstances of its material organ; the 
brain, that its continuance is unimaginable with- 


outit. The so-called spiritual functions develop, ~ 


grow, and gain strength along with the body, es- 
pecially with their distinctiv organ, the brain ; de- 
cline in sympathy with it in old age, and suffer. 
corresponding disorders in case of cerebral affec- 
tions—in such wise, moreover, that the derange- 
ment of certain mental functions corresponds to 
that of certain parts of the brain. But a thing so 
clearly and completely bound to a physical organ- 
ism can as little exist after the latter's destruction 
as the center of a circle after the dissolution of. ` 
the circumference.—Strauss’s Old and New, Faith, 


Tuer study of theology, as it stands in Christian 
churches, is the study of nothing; itis founded on 
nothing ; it rests on no principle; it proceeds by 
no authorities, it has no data;it can demonstrate. 
nothing ; and it admits no conclusion. Not any- 
thing can be studied as a scheme without our being 
in possession of the principles upon which it is 
founded, and as this is not the case with Christian 
theology, it is simply the study of nothing.— 
Paine's Age of Reason. ae 

Ir observation, experience; and history teach | 
anything clearly and unmistakably, it is that the 
strongest and fost intense faith. in religious 
dogmas may coexist with the grossest immorality. 
We see it exemplified in the lives of men to-day. 
It has been so in the past.. “A wager might be’ 
laid," says Mommsen in his “ History of Rome,” 
“that the more base any woinan was, the more’ 
piously she worshiped Isis.” The Corinth of an- 
‘tiquity was as full of religion as of vice. The, 
Byzantine empire under Christianity existed 
nearly eleven centuries. Faith abounded and 
Materialism was unknown. Yet of that empire 
Lecky says: “The universal verdict: of history i8 


that it constitutes, without a single exception, the 
most thoroughly base and despicable form that. 
civilization has yet assumed. "— Underwood's Essa. 
and Lectures, : ' 
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six years.— Rev, J. M. Buckley. 


Joles and Clippings. 


Tux Rev. Mr. Jardine, of Kansas City, Mo., 
having been exposed as a man of most corrupt 
morals, committed suicide last-week by tak- 
ing chloroform. 


AMERIGANS are sending money to Ireland, 
and Ireland sends it to the pope. It would 
be worth something to know which takes the 


~ most money out of Ireland, the landlords or 


the church. 

Iris reported that the editor of the new 
edition of Webster’s Dictionary, President 
Porter of Yale, has decided to admit ‘‘ bull- 
dozing,” “ boycott,” and ‘‘ dude" into its pre- 
: eincts, but is hesitating about ** mugwump.” 

Tuis is not a religious century, says Rev. 
Hugh O. Pentecost, but it certainly is a phil- 
After that utterance his fur- 


of religion fell rather fiat upon the congrega- 
tion. 

“War do they do when they install a 
minister?" inquired a small boy. , “ Do they 


ES put him in a stall and feed him?” “Nota bit,” 


said the father, "they harness him to the 
church and expect him to draw it alone."—/,t. 
Paul Globe. i 


NOSTRADMUS, the French astrologer, proph- 
esied that the world would come to an end 


i whenever the feast of St. George should fall 


on Good Friday, the Feast of Mark on Easter, 
and Corpus Christi day on St. John’s day, 
Such is the case this year. Those who are in, 
arrears, and who do not relish the thought of 
going to heaven in debt, should waste no time 


in settling up. 


The Methodist Foreign Mission has collected and spent over $19,000,000 in sixty- | 
: i 
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Eight hundred starving paupers found within the limits of four blocks in an east 


side street in New York. 


* Hav you ever seen Mr. Sullivan on the 
stage ?" asked a Boston lady of Young Knick- 
erbocker. .'*No, I hav not,” he replied, “I 
never admired a slugging exhibition.”  Slug* 
ging exhibition !” exclaimed the Boston girl. 
** Mr. Sullivan is posing as & Greek god.” 


` Tus editor of the Fargo, Dak., Argus says: 
* We can accommodate ten thousand girls 
with husbands in Dakota:on ninety days’ 
notice. We hav published two thousand 
letters from as many young women, and made 
as many matches.” Young woman, go West. 


Dr. Brisror, the Spring Valley, N. J., 
pastor who is under bail charged with assault- 
ing a young girl, did not preach last Sunday. 
His church has failed to take advantage of the 
immense service his notoriety would enable 
him to do the cause of religion, and has sus- 
pended him. 


To the list of funny typographical errors is 
just added the announcement of the Brooklyn 
Union that ‘‘at Worcester, Mass., a creation 
society has just been ‘organized, with a list of 
officers whose names are significant of wealth 
and intelligence.” The Union meant to say 
“cremation.” ` 


We should judge by this that the Indus- 
trial Appeal, of Ottumwa, Ia., is not getting- 
its full share of financial support: ‘After this 
number of the Appeal there will be no issue 
for two weeks. We will remain in our office 
during the holidays, ready to receive money 
due on subscription. Anyone paying us a 
dollar or more during the next two weeks 
will, if he dies before the editor of the Ap- 
peal, be entitled to, and receive, at least. half 
a column obituary notice. Those who are 
ambitious for posthumous fame will take no- 


tice of this. Now, all those that hav confi- 
dence in our abilities as a eulogist, or our 
accomplishments as an ingenious or unscru- 
pulous romancer, will come in and pay up.” 


Tue Daily News, of Danville, Il., reports 
that four people in Blount township hav lost 
their reason through the effects of a revival 
and subsequent assiduous reading of the Bible. 
If this case is reported to the United States 
Senate perhaps that august body will appoint 
trustees for the Blount township church. 


** Wg hav seen of late years,” says the Rev. 
Wm. M. Taylor, of New York, “an entire 
change of front in the army of unbelief. The 
point now attacked is not so much any one 
of the doctrins of revelation, as whether there 
is any revealer; not so much any one of the 
difficulties connected with the administration 
of God, as whether God, in any personal 
sense, exists at all.” 


Pror. J. D. Dana, the gcologist of Yale, is 
delivering lectures on evolution and Genesis 
in the Peabody museum at New Haven, Conn. 
In his first lecture he claimed that the story of 
creation told in Genesis was all the information 
we hav on the subject, and that that story was 
true because it was inspired; otherwise it 
would not be found in the Bible, which he 
holds in the ‘‘ word of God !” 


“Iy six days,” said Deacon Buerag, ad- 
dressing the Sunday-school, ‘‘God made the 
earth. Now, dear children, what did he do 
the seventh day?” No answer. ‘I willask 
you, Johnny Sharpe,” continued the deacon, 
pleasantly. ** After working six days of the 
week, what do people do on Sunday?” 
* Pleathe, thir, replied Johnny Sharpe, 
promptly, ‘‘ they mostly lay street railroath.’ 


Tur Lancet hopes against hope that boys 
who smoke will draw a lesson from the case 
of a twelve-year-old lad in London, who died 
ih consequence of smoking a pennyworth of 
double twist. ‘‘We may at least,” says the . 
venerable editor, advise every sensible boy : 
to regard tobacco as & poison." 

Tur Norristown Herald has noticed that 
“ the clergy are much more forcibly reminded 
of the ‘ uncertainty of life’ when a millionaire 
dies suddenly than when à poor man ürops 
dead." 'To which it may be added that ac- 
cording to the same clergy the Christian virt- 
ues shine mueh more conspicuously in the 
career of him who has donated the most lib- 
erally toward their support. 

ABOUT as tall a story as imaginativ newspaper 
reporters usually start upon its rounds is the 
one from Wake county, North Carolina. The 
story runs that John B. Sturdivant, a sixteen- 
year-old youth, has been called to preach the 
gospel. The boy is subject to fits. His 
father says that one night, while four strong 
men were endeavoring to hold him, he shook 
them off, sat down at the organ, and played 
sweetly, something he never did before. At 
the close of the tune he made a profession of 
religion. A week ago the boy announced 
that God had deprived him of sight in order 
to convince the people of his divine mission. 
He would, he said, hav his vision restored on 
Friday. This, according to the dispatch to 
the Herald, was done. The boy now has 
hundreds of believers. This is certainly a 
very able piece of work on the part of the re- 
porters, and their great foresight in locating 
the occurrence in an inacessible portion of 
North Caroling stamps them as men of 
genius. — 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, Ji 


© Gommanications. 


— 


Letters to a Catholic Friend. 
I. 
Friznp D. C.: Some months ago, when my Aztec 
articles appeared in Tug Truru SEEKER, you wrote 
me claiming that al my authorities were either gar- 


bled or false; that I had gone out of my way to in-. 


sult your religion, and also intimated charges which 
our early friendship should never hav allowed you to 
. entertain. On its receipt, I wrote taking exception 
..tó your position, and accepting your. invitation to a 
discussion through the publie press, knowing that, as 
a representativ Catholic, you would express the views 
of the intelligent laity, and the only condition I 
made was that we should agree “that a belief never 
changes a fact.” After over four months of corre- 
spondence you suddenly, and without any satisfactory 
reason, changed front and declined the controversy, on 
the ground that you could not persuade any Catholic 
paper to publish it, and you did not care to hav your 
name appear in an Infidel sheet. Your very Chris- 
tian objection, when crystallized, means that an In- 
fidel would be honored by seeing his name appear in 
a Catholic paper, and a Catholic would be disgraced 
by writing for an Infidel’paper, even if in so doing 
he were defending his religion. I will not take ex- 
ception to this position, but really I was in hopes 
that a controversy on these subjects would be of more 
service to the readers of your papers than the latest 
news from Ireland, boycottings, murders, ete., with 
which they are usually filled. Neither is it my pur- 
pose to ask what is the real reason for this change of 
base, but I will content myself with intimating that 
the mildness of your last letter, in contradistinction 
to the violence of the first, might suggest a slight 
attack of fear, for it is “hardly presumable that you 
hav allowed.your ghostly adviser to deter you from 
defending in public what you advocate in private. 

I regret also that all those authorities whom you 
proposed to quote should remain hidden and un- 
known to fame in the recesses of your library, and 
that the series of “undisputed facts” you said you 
would present should not be given to your co-relig- 
ionists, and thus strengthen them where they are so 
lamentably weak. 

I hardly know, my friend, what your clique will do 
now that you, their champion, hav taken water; but, 
as tbis is not a personal quarrel, and I recognize the 
power behind the throne, by permission of Brother 
Macdonald I will answer you through his columns. 
See that those interested with you receive a copy, 
and lest your goed name should suffer, only use your 
initials. 

One of my remarks to which you take exception is 
* that, surrounded by the mists and myths of Chris- 
tianity, there is not a scintilla of historical evidence 
to prove that Jesus Christ ever lived," and you pro- 
posed quoting the testimony of the early writers, 
which you claim should be satisfactory to any rea- 
sonable man. If I had had the power to force you 
into a position, this would hav been the one, for it 
was by reading these worthies that I first had my 
eyes opened to the true status of your church. 
Yours is the course always taken by theologians, be- 
cause they think that no one will take the trouble to 
wade through the interminable arguments and vapid 
reasonings of these early saints. 

When the question, “ What is the source of faith ?" 
was put to the assembled wisdom at Trent, the 
answer, “ Scripture and tradition,” met with almost 
unanimous approval, and your historians even go fur- 
ther, and rely almost entirely on tradition. 

“Tradition is the foundation of the scriptures,” 
says Cardinal Baronius, “ and surpasses them in this, 
to wit: that the scriptures cannot subsist unless for- 
tified by tradition, whereas tradition has sufficient 
force without scripture." “ We shall endeavor to 
prove,” says Bellarmine, “that the scriptures with- 
out the traditions are neither sufficient nor simply 
necessary.” Coster remarks that “the excellence of 
the non-written word far surpasses that of the script- 
ures ;” and Lindanus goes still further, for he says: 
“Scripture is a nose of wax, a dead letter, and that 
kills; a very husk without a kernel; a leaden rule; a 
school for heretics; a forest that serves as arefuge for 
robbers.” l 

So, as far as Catholic authority is concerned, you 
are abundantly fortified in your position; therefore, 
without further parley, let us examin the teachings 
and personal experiences of these early writers whom 
you value more than those inspired ones selected by 
your God in person. As you are a lawyer, I lay down 
as a proposition that we can hav no surer guide than 
the law of our country, and quote the decision of 
Judge Wallace, of the United States Circuit Court, 
in the Bell Telephone case. In reviewing the testi- 
mony of Drawbaugh, the judge says: “ Where a wit- 
ness falsifies a fact in respect to which he cannot be 
presumed liable to be mistaken, courts are bound 
upon principles of law, morality, and justice to apply 
the maxim, falsus in uno falsus in omnibus.” 

Therefore, when a man advocates what is manifestly 
false, the presumed sanctity of his character does not 


prevent his pais considered unreliable; and if it would 
not be fair to apply the above rule, on the ground 
that he may in perfect honesty advance as a fact that 
which appeals to him as such, and yet be mistaken, 
it would be equally unfair to claim that if, in a num- 
ber of facts attested to by him and his witnesses, 
common sense and a knowledge of natural laws 
should decide he was mistaken in the great majority, 
he is of necessity correct in the small balance, 
simply because it is impossible for him to be mistaken 
in every statement. 

I deny that the crudeness of the age and i ignorance 
of the writers are sufficient excuse for the uttering of 
a palpable falsehood, as your commentators claim; 
for the attestation of a fact requires no learning; 
simply ordinary comprehension joined to a love of 
truth. Therefore, I hold that the truthfulness of a 


writer's assertions concerning a marvelous occurrence | 


depends on the evidence adduced, both in regard to 
the probability of its having happened and the credi- 
bility of the attesting witnesses; and that the credu- 
lity of the acceptor guarantees neither the probability 
of the occurrence nor the truthfulness of the writer 
and his witnesses. 

The first testimony is from Clement, called your 
second pope. He represents himself as a Roman 
citizen seriously perplexed by pondering on the mys- 
teries of life. He heard of some one in Judea preach- 
ing of the kingdom of God, and set out to make his 
acquaintance. Adverse winds drove him to Cesarea, 
where he met Peter, who was about to hold a contro- 
versy with Simon Magus, which resulted in the con- 
version of ten thousand, but particularly of two, 
called Niceta and Aquila. Then Clement confided 
his private history to Peter. In his youth his 
mother, being warned in a vision (he does not say of 
what, or how he became acquainted with it), sailed 
away from Rome without acquainting anybody with 
her reason, taking his infant twin brothers with her. 
His father went in search of them, and he (Clement) 
had never heard from any of them since that day. 
Shortly afterwards he and Peter visited an island, 
where they found a beggar woman, who proved to be 
his mother, and, wonderful to relate, Niceta and 
Aquila turn up as the long-lost infant twins. One 
day, while walking on the sea-shore, they met another 
old beggar, who turned out to be the father. The 
family became Christians, and after Peter was hung 
up by the heels, Clement became pope. This gentle- 
man claimed that “Judaism and Christianity are sub- 
stantially the same;" that it was immaterial whether 
one received Moses or Christ; that the prophet was 
twice born—first as Adam, and then as Jesus; but 
“that he only revealed himself to holy men and in- 
spired them.” 

A few years ago there was a discussion in Tagai 
to your first pope, Peter, and it was held that he had 
never been in Rome, and that the story of his martyr- 
dom was a pious fraud. As your pope claims to be his 
direct descendant, the Jesuits were instructed to de- 
fend the papal claims. It was shown that tradition 
placed his death in a.v. 66. According to the Acts, 
he was either in Jerusalem, Cesarea, or Antioch, till 
52. Paul, writing to the Romans in 57, does not 
mention him, though he salutes by name twenty- 
seven members of that church. In 62 Paul wrote to 
the churches of Philippi, Ephesus, and Colosse, and 
although entering into details, he does not mention 
Peter; and in 66, the year of his martyrdom, in 
writing to Timothy from Rome, he speaks of his pe- 
culiar position, sufferings, etc., and says all men for- 
sook me, except Onesiphorus—not one word of 
Peter. 

The Jesuits were so completely cornered, they were 
obliged to confess that their mainstay was the “ Re- 
cognitions,” by Clement, and argued that if they 
could prove that Peter had been in Rome only one 
day, the apostolic succession would be assured: I 
became so disgusted with the fall from a pontificate 
of twenty-five years to a few hours that the discussion 
had no further charms, and I ceased following it. 

St. Ignatius was arrested in Syria, and sent to 
Rome to be cast to the wild beasts “on account of 
his testimony to Christ; and being carried through 


‘Asia, under a most rigid custody, he fortified the 


different churches in the cities where he tarried. He 
exhorted them to adhere firmly to the traditions of 
the apostles, which, for the sake of greater security, 
he deemed it necessary to attest by committing it to 
writing.” The “Acts of Martyrdom” credit him with. 
having suffered Dec. 20, a.p. 116, and that, when a 
child, Jesus held him in his arms. His three epistles 
are in high repute in your church, but I question 


their authenticity on the following ground: That an’ 


old man of ninety years, carried through Asia under 
the most rigid custody, would hav neither time, abil- 
ity, nor disposition to write them. 

St. Polycarp was an early martyr. Only one of his 
epistles is extant, and though he testifies to having 
heard parties say that they had heard other parties 
say they had seen Jesus, yet his testimony is inad- 
missible from a Catholic standpoint, as he states, 
* By grace we are saved, not by works." While mak- 
ing him a saint, you repudiate his teaching, and if the 
papal anathema be retroactiv, it is very questionable 


‘fruit. 


the angels mixing with the daughters of men. 
style of reasoning “ Why animals were divided into’ 
‘Clean and unclean;” “ Why the gospels should be 


if this jae mabye be in n the company o th 
Papias was a disciple of Polycarp. ` 


He say 8 that x 
Matthew made a collection of Christ's sayings and. 


doings in the Hebrew, and everyone translated.it as 


he was able. He gave it:as the direct teaching. of 
Polycarp, received from St. John himself, that Jésus 
did not die till he was over fifty years old.. All the 
fathers who came after him, except Irenæus, claim he 
forged this testimony; that, being hard- “pressed by 
the Valentinians, who asserted the ministry of Jesus 
to hav lasted only one year, he had manufactured. it, 
and given St. John as his authority. Even Eusebius 


admits that he was “a weak and silly man, whose.» 
writings consist of strange parables and doctrins and. 


fabulous stories.” Most people will agree with Eu- 


sebius when they read of the number of dead: re-. 


stored to life, and how the saints could drink poison. 
without harm. 
* treasure held in earthen vessels." 


Next comes Justin Martyr, the great apologist; 2 


Your church calls his epistle a. 


He claimed for himself “ the gift of expounding the’: 


scriptures, granted by special grace of God.” 


tery of the Cross.” In his expoundings he derives 


Satan from Sata, an apostate, and nas, a serpent, but vu 
his admirers say that, as he never claimed to be a. E 
Mar- ra : 
tyr taught that when God created the world, hecom-. `: 


philologist, his mistake is thus accounted for. 


There `. 
seems to be no evidence other than his simple word | >% 
to prove this assertion, for, feeling bound to accept it i. 
as true, your commentators are exercised over his . 
many arguments, but particularly that on the“ Mys- =- 


mitted it to the care of angels, who fell in love with . 


the daughters of earth, and by them had children ` 


called Demons. In regard to the Septuagint version 


of the Bible, he says that seventy men were shut up ~ P 


in separate cells: ‘by King Ptolemy, and were obliged 
to translate. the book without having aecess to one 
another. 
agreed verbatim et literatim. He avers that he saw 


These seventy.translations, when finished, : 


the cells in which the men were confined, and, after | 


calling God as witness to the truth of his story, adds 
the following piece of historical information: "That it 
was Herod, king of the Jews, who sent these sev- 
enty men to Ptolemy. As Ptolemy had died three 


hundred years before Herod was born, your theo- |^ 


logians always skip that passage. Martyr. was. also 


-the foundation of what is known as ‘the * devil 


theory.” He gravely assures us that the devil, hav- 


` 


ing gained an imperfect knowledge of the: prophecies 


in regard to the advent of the messiah, contrived an 


exact resemblance between the myths, Bacchus; Her | 4 


cules, and Esculapius and Jesus, so that when Jesus 
did come, the people refused to accept him. 


* Hitherto shalt thou come, but no farther, arid . l 


here shall thy proud waves be stayed,” are the words . £ 


the writings of Irenæus. 
of theological controversies," adds another. 
writings he makes it clear that he stood in immediate 
relations to the apostles,” remarks a third. “The 


‘of a celebrated Catholic commentator, addressed to - E 
the crities of the early fathers, when they came to, ^: 
* He is the terminus a quo ~ 
“Tn his: 


preciousness of his writings bears no proportion to- 


their bulk.” “Behold the light of the Western 
world!” ‘Well, allow me to giv you a quotation from 
this terminus æ quo. 
God, he says: “First of all the First-Father was 
united in conjunction with his Thought ; then the only 
Begotten, that is, Intelligence, with Truth; then word. 


with life, and man with church. These Eons being ` 


In describing the origin of Mas 


sent forth for the glory of the father, and desiring: of. - : 


their own accord to honor the father, sent forth emis- 
sions by conjunction. Word and life, beside man and 
church, sent forth ten other Eons, whose names are: 


The Deep and Mingling, the Undecaying and Union, - 


the Self-existent and Pleasure, the Immovable and 
Blending, the Only-Begotten and Happiness.” Ihav 


Szzkz& will await explanations. His prophecies are 
more understandable, but just as correct as his the- 
ology. .He says: “The day of the Lord is as a thou- 


no comment.to make, but the readers of Tue TauTH - 


sand years, and in six days created things were fin- 


ished ; it is evident, therefore, that the world will 
come to an end in six thousand years.” He then 
describes the millennium, giving as his authority St. 
John and “ special revelation:" “ The days will come 
in which there will grow vinyards, each having ten 


‘thousand vine stocks, each stock having ten thou- 


sand branches, each branch ten thousand shoots, each 
shoot ten thousand bunches, each bunch ten thousand, 
grapes, and each grape squeezed shall yield ` twenty- 
five measures of wine; and when any of thè saints 


go to pluck a bunch another ‘bunch shall cry out, ‘I.~ 


am better; take me and bless the Lord through me." E: 


And thus he speaks of every vegetable, grain, and, .'f 
` He also avers to the truth of. the Septua- - 


gint story, advocates several books since decided 
apocryphal by your church, and repeats the legend of 
-His 


four, no more, no less," and on the “ Law of: Moses," 

would not commend itself to one of our schoolboys, 
and is a sad commentary on the sanity of the writers 
of “the purest age of the world." His véracity as 


‘an eye-witness may be very reasonably called into 


“burn him and formed an arch over his head, and the 
.^ executioner then thrust a sword into his side, where- 
.; upon a dove flew out of his body, and so much blood 
-, came that the fire was extinguished and the air was 
^.filled with sweet-scented perfumes. In speaking of 
_ this romancer, one of your commentators says: “One 
..; firm abutment rests upon the apostle John, the other, 
': aB. Secure, rests upon the well:known Irenæus.” Can't 
«you do better in abutments than this? — . 
o Tertullian was an outspoken advocate of your 
theory, and his attestation of miracles is commented 
on as "simply an excess of zeal.” He states that 
. God appeared to a certain sister and gave her, the 
.. exact length and width of the veil she should wear, 
*.' , and from the frequency of the visits of God to. vari- 
‘'* ous saints in Africa, one would imagin that the God- 
. head was on very intimate and social terms with all 
the African tribes. His argument “Why the number 
' of the apostles was exactly twelve," shows that the 
mantle of the earlier writers fell on worthy shoulders. 


His testimony in regard to the existence of Jesus |. 


will, no doubt, commend itself to your. intelligence. 
_.“T find no other means to prove myself to be impu- 
dent with success, and happily a fool,” says he, “ than 


ne? l by my contempt of shame; as, for instance, I main- 


tain that the son of God was born. Why am I not 
ashamed of maintaining such a thing? Why! but 
because it is itself a shameful thing? I maintain that 
the son of God died. ‘Well, that is wholly credible, 
because it is monstrously absurd. I maintain that, 
-after having been buried, he rose again, and that I 

_ take to be absolutely true, because it is manifestly 

` impossible.” His idea’ of the trinity differs some- 
what from yours, for in his article against Praxeas he 

" gays: “ They are three, not in condition but in de- 

` _ gree; not in substance but in form ; not in power but 
. in aspect.” This enthusiastic African is frequently 
^, quoted by your theologians, and Neander says of 
him: “Tertullian’s mind had acuteness, depth, and 
dialectic dexterity.” In after life he became a fol- 
lower of Montanus, and loudly proclaimed: that this 
gentleman was the Holy Ghost. He thus just 
escaped being read into your list of saints and 


martyrs. 
- (TO BE CONTINUED NEXT WEEEK.) 
i ee 
LI The Revised Bible. 


From the Boston Herald. , 

That the ecclesiastical committees in Europe. and 
America, who hav for a number of years past been 
employed in producing a revised edition of the Old 
and New Testaments, embody a large amount of 
trained intellectual force cannot be denied. They are 
doubtless naturally good and strong men, whose 
minds hav been warped by bad training. 

Supposing there exists in or behind the universe a 
supreme personal intelligence, by whom these testa- 
|." ments were originally given as a revelation of his 

^" rights and our duties to him and other persons, the 

revision at this late day was not only a waste of energy 
‘and precious time, but a presumptuous, if not 
blasphemous, folly. It intimated that the divine 
author undertook what he was incompetent to per- 
form, that the book, as a revelation, was a failure. 
It only revealed the maker quarreling with his own 
* work. It belittled the infinit. 
: Supposing the Bible ‘simply a human production, 
like the Tliad of Homer or the plays of Shakspere, 
manifestly it needs revision more than either of those 
works—weeding out much that is tedious, pueril, 
immoral, and unreasonable from what is wise, good, 
and beautiful. And especially it needs so revising 
that no statement of any important fact in one place 
shall be flatly contradicted in another; as, for- ex- 
ample, the statement in the 24th chapter of Exodus, 
9tb and 10th verses, that Moses, Aaron, Nahab, 
Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel saw the 
God of Israel—feet and all—is flatly contradicted in 
the first chapter of St. John’s gospel, 18th verse; 
and the immorality of St. Paul is flatly contradicted 
by the author of the book of Ecclesiastes. 

But hardly a word of correction in this respect has 
been made; no light has been added ; no absurdity has 
been retracted; no example or justification of tyranny 

or crueity has been expunged. “Hell” has been 
` changed to “sheol” or “hades” in many places, 

but in at least two it is left as itwas. Its locality, 
whether geographical, geological, or astronomical, is 
as doubtful as ever. In the revised text men still 
‘liv more than nine hundred years before they die. 

Noah, at the age of six hundred, embarks in a three- 

story barn, 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet 

high, and takes with him his wife (who must hav 


been at least one hundred years old), his three sons 


' and their wives, a pair of every species of unclean 
beasts on earth and seven pairs of the clean, to say 
nothing of fowls and creeping things—six healthy 
persons, besides, the old folks, to take care of a men- 
agerie many times larger than Barnum’s for a rather 
tempestuous voyage of more than forty days and 
forty nights. What a time they must hav had of it, 
especially with the creeping things! Shade of Mun- 
chausen, what a credulity it must take to swallow it— 
even as an allegory! The interpreters feel obliged to 


question when we read in his description of the Inár- 
: tyrdom of. Polycarp that the flames refused to. 


resort to the miraculous to help it out. It would seem 
to common sense that Jehovah would hav glorified him- 
self more by saving his friend Noah and his family, 
with the lions, tigers, and hyenas, from drowning by 
a whole-cloth miracle, than by obliging the old man 


.to commit such a. blunder in the art of navigation! 


The * New Church " insists that the whole thing has 
a “spiritual sense.” Tt surely has no other. 

As the book of Genesis was not canonized, and 
probably not written, till after the Jews “hanged 
their harps on the willows” of Babylon, the remnants 
of the ark had perished before they could be looked 
for, so that theology is destitute of that sort of evi- 
dence which geology is able to present. Nevertheless, 
the revisers, taking it for either credible history, or 
useful, pertinent, and intelligible allegory, may well 
leave the story of Jonah unrevised. They make the 
poor fellow, who rebelliously declined to prophesy 
against Nineveh, pray out of .the fish’s belly in good 
Hebrew poetry, which they translate thus: 

. I called by reason of my affiiction unto the Lord, 

And he answered me; ; 
Qut of the belly of hell cried I, 
d thou heardest my voice. 
This is the plainest scriptural localization of the 
much-dreaded place, and it is to be feared that many 


unfortunate mariners and some less worthy European 


tourists hav gone thither—not long to stay, I trust. 

‘As to the text, Exodus xxii, 18, which did duty in 
Salem, Mass, less than two hundred years ago, the 
revisers hav expended energy enoügh on that to 
make it read: “'Thou shalt not suffer a sorceress to 
liv.” This is possibly a slight improvement, for the 
English word sorceress seems to include the vice of 
gambling along with that of pretending intercourse 
with evil spirits. But why should the death sentence 
be leveled only at females, while male gamblers are 
so much more abundant? The revision is out of 
date, any way, for sorceresses, if anyone knows who 
they are, almost the world over, are not now put to 
death. Since the death of Rev. Cotton Mather -and 
the discontinuance of the holy Inquisition, the plan of 
reforming this world and peopling the next, based on 
this text, has fallen much into decay. Those higher 
authorities hav dwindled into personalities no larger 
than Anthony Comstock, and, if possible, the still 
smaller one, a Methodist minister who became secre- 
tary of the United States interior department. If the 
God who gave this commandment, so revised and 
enlarged, shall get into the Constitution, the question 


will arise with these pious servants of his, whether | 


there is any reason in the holy scriptures why they 
should not, at the public expense, kill all the members 
of the stock exchanges? 

The revision of 'the Bible, so as to giv it the exact 
‘sense of its various discordant writers, if it could 
possibly be done, was not worth doing. It required 
more than human inspiration to do it, and intelligent 
men hav ceased to believe in inspiration, human or 
divine. We Americans know nothing against the 
linguistic abilities of the American scholars headed 
by Drs. Schaff and Day, but cannot believe them 
specially inspired by anything like supreme intelli- 
gence, or, indeed, by any such degree of intelligence 
as would be competent to rule that very small speck 
of the universe which lies within the vision of ordinary 
mortals, and still less do we believe in such inspira- 
tion for the revising board which met in Jerusalem 
chambers, Westminster Abbey. The American com- 
pany for the revision of the Old Testament has shown 
its superiority to the British by appending to the 
work of the latter fourteen pages suggesting more 
than five hundred readings which it prefers to theirs, 
and some of them in better taste. A work worthy to 
be called a revision has not been done, nor attempted. 

The new book is but the confession of the fact. 
The changes are trivial. It is better so. For, not- 
withstanding the fact that many parts of the book are 
not fit to be read in schools or public assemblies, it 
is worth having in libraries, just as it has been ever 
since the days of pious King James. It is one of a 
series of writings reaching back almost to the inven- 
tion of alphabets, which, though by no means strictly 
historical, illustrates early history, and the way in 
which traditions, crude, magnified, and distorted, 
were made to answer some of the purposes of history. 
They show us perhaps more vividly than real history, 
had it been possible to write it, could hav done, how 
the human race outgrew its cannibalism and made 
paradises out of the dismalest jungles, showing that 
it can and will yet make a heaven upon earth prefera- 
ble to what the canonized prophets described in their 
new Jerusalem. ie i 

And then for the Bible poetry, it is still more pre- 
cious and valuable, for some of it is among the grand- 
est ever produced, because in the upward struggle in 
the human mind the imagination always goes fore- 
most. The bad morals and senseless miracles, though 
sandwiched in à barbarous fashion among the best 
maxims, apothegms, and proverbs of all ages, unless 
made a part of juvenil education as so much divine 
instruction, need not corrupt the young. The bar- 
barous origin of the book being known, the wisdom 
it contains will be prized by force of contrast. 

Its worst faults are condoned by the most re- 


ligiously orthodox, -because they assume that the 


creator of the universe was its author—assume it in 


spite of his setting in that book the worst possible 
example for moral beings to follow. If Judge Har- ' 
lan had applied to many books of the Bible the criti- 
cism which he did to the * Leaves of Grass,” he would 
hav purified his department from every officer who 
had subscribed to a Bible society or taught in a Sun- 
day-school. He consigned to poverty and the peril 
of starvation a man of genius whom he acknowledged 
to be acompetent and honest officer, for writing a 
book which makes the creator a kind father to all his 
children instead of a merciless tyrant to most of 
them. He violated, in the most flagrant possible 
manner, that clause of our national Constitution which 


distinguishes us from all the considerable nations of 


the earth, and the worst of itis that in doing it he 
had the approbation and support—not of any such 
person as Jesus Christ, I gratefully concede—but of 
the so-called Christian churches of the United States. 

As a purely human book the revisers hav left the 
Bible almost precisely as they found it. It is not 
damaged by making it appear better than it was, ex- 
cept in a very few matters of literary taste. About 
all they hav ventured to do is to remove from the 
text—and in one case out of five or six they hav left 
it in the margin—an expression abhorrent to the 
taste of that fastidious lady, Mrs. Grundy, in fact, a 
word generally considered vulgar, though still re- 
tained in Webster unabridged, and in two places (2 
Kings xviii, 27, and Isa. xxxvi, 12) they hav substi- 
tuted for it a word which does not convey the sense, 
while leaving in the same verse another word equally 
vulgar, and, under the circumstances, more disgust- 
ing. 

I appeal to all thinking men and women, and espe- 
cially to the consciences of the revisers themselvs, 
whether, considering the pressing wants of mankind 
for more knowledge of the nature of things, more 
justice, more kindness, and less strife of classes, this 
is not a waste of mental energy, scholarship, and 
inventiv faculty. Would not the invention of an im- 
proved soap or a better washing-machine do more for 
the happiness of the average family than the wh&le 
of this Bible revision will ever do—seeing that its 
chief improvement is the substitution of the phrase 
“man child” for that by which the Hebrews distin- 
guished between the sexes—unless, forsooth, the 
revision is to result in exploding the Bible theology? 

We are asked by those whose palpable interest it 
is to check the progress of Freethought, and keep 
mankind the dupes of an absurd religious theory, 
“Tf you set aside the Bible and its divine inspiration, 
what will you put in its place?’ This question, ad- 
dressed to the unthinking, is by far their strongest 
plea. It comes too late. The Bible, as an authorita- 
tiv and infallible guide of human conduct—and in no 
other sense is it proposed to displace it—has already 
been set aside. Science, witty inventions, and better 
books, to say nothing of the dissensions of -its advo- 
cates and interpreters, practically did it more than 
fifty years ago. Salvation armies cannot replace it. 
Millions of money may restore the sight of it—the 
outside of the volume—in every hotel, rail-car, 
steamer, and log cabin, but not much awe of it. 
There is in its place more knowledge of the universe, 
more reverence for its order, movements, and laws, 
more worship of the infinit beauty of its endless re- 
volving and progressiv life, than the Bible ever re- 
vealed or produced, and better rules for the conduct 
of human beings than were ever condensed into com- 
mandments by the imaginary God who ordered Abra- 
ham to make burnt sacrifice of Isaac, and Moses to 
kill the worshipers of the golden calf. f 

There is beginning and perceptibly advancing in 
this life a better salvation than that invented for tke 
unknowable next, by the ingenious and fanatical Paul, 
out of the vostly ritual of the Jewish priesthood, and 
the mythical sufferings and resurrection of the man 
of Nazareth. Were this not so no revision of King 
James’s text would hay been attempted. It indicates 
the expiring throes of priesthoods as governing 
powers in this world. The time has come for every 


‘sane human being to be his or her own priest—the 


time for all priests to make themselvs as useful as 
possible to other people—the time for humanity to 
take the place of religion, and all the religions to ac- 
cord, what Protestant Christians never did, the right 
of private judgment—for men to be never enemies, 
but brothers. Freethought, free trade, self-govern- 
ment, universal co-operation—working inversely as 
the square of the distance, to be sure—justice, and 
human kindness, are the destiny of the future, and, 
instead of destroying social organization and intro- 
ducing universal brigandage, will finally make the 
cosmopolitan state itself better without a church than 
the Christian or any other church has ever been. 
September, 1885. Exizor WRIGHT. 


———— — $—99———————— 
This is Not the Way Christ Dealt with Money Changers | 


A little while ago the Episcopalians were tackling the 
wicked men of Wall street, and now the Methodists hav set 
up a *' mission ” for the conversion of the same moneyed sin- 
ners. Dr. Pentecost, the ring-master of the circus, uses the 
meetings to “refute the arguments of Infidels against the 
Bible.” We sympathize with the business men of Wall 
street. 


The Liberal Club. 
It was with more than usually bright anticipations 
of pleasure that the man with a badge-pin took his 
way toward 220 East Fifteenth street, where was to 
be held the 395th regular meeting of the Manhattan 
. Liberal Club. Some little time had elapsed since he 
had last attended, but all the old familiar forms were 
there, large as life, and several degrees more natural. 
Treasurer Morris greeted him cordially as he assimi- 
lated the visitors bright and shining quarter. Mr. 
Putnam was writing his name on the back of some 
tickets to the approaching Paine celebration, and 
said he was glad the man with the decoration had 
come, because the lecture would be a fine one. The 
' lady secretary made everyone buy a TRUTH SEEKER or 
a ticket to either the Sunday night dancefor the benefit 
of the workingman's free library, at 141 Eighth street, 
or the Paine Festival. Only a few escaped this levy. 
President Wakeman read the usual notices of 
meetings to be held elsewhere, and passed such re- 
marks about them as he deemed appropriate. Among 
other things, the intelligence was given out that Pro- 
fessor George Vaughan, of Virginia, would lecture 
somewhere or other on “ Practical Communism by a 
Practical Communist.” It would undoubtedly be 
comparativly a treat to those who failed to hear it. 
N.B.—Mr. Wakeman did not say this. It is thrown 
in by the writer. It is understood that the remarks 
about Professor Vaughan which hav appeared in these 
reports are the cause of his absenting himself from 
the Club; from which it is to be seen that the hum- 
blest writer may not exercise his pen in vain. 
` An audience was present that filled all the seats 
except one beside a nice-looking young lady, and the 
reporter appropriated this one without delay. But 
he shortly wished himself out of it, for his neighbor 
watched him so closely as he made his pothooks that 
it broke him up, and at this writing he finds it diffi- 
cult to read his notes. The responsibility for any 
inadvertence will therefore be readily adjusted. 
rofessor Gunning, of Cambridge, was introduced 
as the lecturer of the evening. Mr. Gunning is a 
typical scientist, and resembles Professor Tyndall in 
appearance. His voice is full and pleasing, and he is 
as familiar with his subject, seemingly, as it could be 
possible for a lecturer to become with anything so 
complex as “The Origin of Man as Disclosed by 
Science.” A black cloth was arranged upon a frame 
attached to the piano, and the speaker began by 
drawing on this an outline of a primitiv brain, and ad- 
ding to it until it represented the brain of man. Then 
the professor made a picture of a manlike ape and 
introduced him to the audience. This creature was 
found on the west coast of Africa. The next step 
higher was illustrated in the nativs of the south coast 
of Africa. The one was almost a physical duplicate 
of the other. The ape lacked the power of speech, 
but the ‘ glick-gluck” of the gorrilla was the root of 
the language of the Hottentot. The opponents of 
evolution had contested the relationship of the nian 
and ape, and had abandoned one point of defense 
after another, until finally the hippocampus in the 
brain of the human became their last resort. Pro- 
fessor Huxley had discovered this characteristic in 


the head of a monkey, and the last ground for dis- 


puting the kinship had vanished. | 

The speaker alluded to the muscles lying near the 
surface of the bodies of animals by which they could 
twitch their skin to drive away flies, Human beings 
hav vestiges of these muscles beneath their skin, but 
they hav gone out of use because the body is pro- 
tected by clothing. They are still functional in the 
unclothed face. Everyone has employed them to 
scare flies off his forehead. We also hav dormant 
muscles once used to move the ears; but when man- 
like animals became lords of the forest and had no 
further need to turn their ears to detect the approach 
-of an enemy, fearing none, these muscles became 
useless. A link between the bird and the fish is the 
nictitating or winking curtain which the shark draws 


over his eye, not being able to close that organ other- 


wise. Birds hav this nictitating curtain, or thin film- 
like web. So has the opossum. The next order 
above the opossum is the half ape, then the higher 
ape, then the manlike ape. In these latter the cur- 
tain gradually disappears, until, in the corner of the 
human eye, only a vestige of it is discernible. The 
man-like ape will imitate nearly all the acts of man. 
It will smoke like him, be sick after the first trial ; 
and, like him, it will get drunk, but shows its superi- 
ority by not delivering a temperance lecture the next 
day. In some of the wild races of men the pliable 
prehensil foot is still retained; also the “climbing 
muscle,” both relics of arborial life. It is not 
claimed that man is the offspring of the ape; only 
that man and the manlike ape spring from one an- 
cestral body. 

. Professor Gunning dwelt at some length on the 
unity and similar characteristics of all organic things, 
and said, as an illustration, that an anesthetic pro- 
duced the same slumber in the simple protoplasm or 
yeast bleb that it did in the brain of a human being. 
The lecturer closed with the expression of some 
tentativ views on the soul, in the present and future 
existence of which he is a believer.: The president 


then said the floor was open, and admonished those 
present to let not the time run to waste. 

Mr. Putnam improved the opening to suggest 
remuneration for the speaker, and fifteen dollars was 
the result of the collection immediately instituted.. 

Dr. Atkinson followed. He complimented the 
performance of Mr. Gunning, and then passed to 
Some general remarks. The reporter watched at- 
tentivly to catch the central thought, but failed to 
grasp it before the doctor made his obeisance and 
sat down. a : 

Mr. Rosenbourgh arose to discuss the problem of 
the human soul. If man had a soul, so had the man- 
like ape. Otherwise it was a thing with which man 
had invested himself. To this latter view Mr. 
Rosenbourgh strongly inclined. He believed it was 
invented by priests and rulers to gain control over 
their subjects by threatening or alluring them with 
future punishments and rewards. 

Dr. Gunn was solicited to speak, but he declined 
on the ground that at the next meeting he was going 
to talk all the evening. 

Vice-president Dr. Foote, Jr., addressed himself to 
the question of rudimentary organs, drawing an out- 


‘line sketch of the appendix vermiformis, which is a 


small sack opening out of the large intestin. In this 
sack some hard substance was liable to lodge and 
produce peritonitis. The object or utility of the ap- 
pendix vermiformis had never been made clear by the 
researches of science. The doctor showed further 
that the ear-moving muscles were still functional in 
some cases. He presented his left ear to the 
audience’ and flapped it slightly without apparent 
fatigue. 

Dr. P. P. Field, the apostle of the Delsarte philoso- 
phy of expression, spoke of the necessity of physical 
culture. The difference between man and brute lay 
in the fact that man had a straight and upright spine, 
which no beast possessed. Speaking of the long arms 
of apes, the doctor closed his hands and touched his 
clenched fists to the floor without bending the knees. 
This eame from suppleness of the muscles of the 
back, which should be cultivated. 

Mrs. Emertz here arose to inquire whether the 
doctors were to hav a monopoly of that platform. 
“Dese chendlemans forgots somedings,” said the 
lady in a charming dialect, and with a clear and com- 
prehensiv misunderstanding of the subject; “off dot 
corilla hass vunst broduzed a man, vy dowd he him 
agen braduze vunst more, aind it ?" 

Madam Delescluze supported the position of the 
previous speaker. She renounced all relationship 
with the gentleman whose likeness Professor Gun- 
ning had drawn on the chart. The descent of. man 
from the ape was not yet proved, and she demanded 
the benefit of the doubt. Hoping for better things, 
we should cling to that; hope with desperation. 

Mrs. Leonard was not ashamed to acknowledge 
kinship with her grandfather, “I like to watch the 
monkeys in the Park,” she said; “and I discover 
characteristics in them which I hav myself.” About 
the soul, Mrs. Leonard continued, we should trouble 
ourselvs but little, but the body should be cultivated. 
Humanity, she believed, was capable of rising to 
great achievements, even to the overcoming of death. 

Mr. Wakeman, at the request of Professor Gun- 
ning, closed the discussion. He held that the con- 
clusions of the lecturer were indisputable. We were 
just beginning to realize the possibilities of human- 
ity and to work in the direction of a heaven on earth. 
It should be remembered that the soul had. been 
spoken of and dealt with by Mr. Gunning only tenta- 
tivly, not scientifically. The hope that must be clung 
to with desperation could not tell a very flattering 
tale. Science must giv the final verdict. 

Madam Delescluze: “ You forget that science deals 
with the material, not with the essence.” 

Mr. Wakeman: “ Produce the essence and science 
will deal with it.” : 

The Masonic society which holds meetings in the 
hall over that occupied by the club here began, ap- 
parently, the initiation of a member, the noise 
created by the goat making further discussion imprac- 
ticable, and as the hour was late the audience were 
dismissed. l 

Lectures at the club for the rest of the month will 
be as follows: Jan. 22d, “The Truth about Alcohol 
Out of and In the Human System,” by.R. A. Gunn, 
M.D. January 29th, the Paine celebration takes 
place, and an elaborate program has been prepared 


for the occasion. f 
e 


Profitable Charity. 


Verily the church hath a long head. The constitu- 
tion of New York State having ruled out any special 
appropriations to sectarian institutions, the Catholic 
Protectory and Juvenil Asylum (Protestant) arranges 
with the liberal dispenser of the public funds to take 
care of unfortunate children at the rate of $110 per 
year, and according to Taz Taurum SErxer list of ap- 
portionments for charitable institutions, the Protec- 
tory will make provision for 2,200 and require an 
appropriation of $242,000. It would be interesting 
to know how much actual profit there is in this 
“charitable” business. We may arrive at some idea 


of this from the thirty-third annual. report of the 


Children’s Aid Society, from which we learn that that: |... 


society has cared for over 13,000 children at an aver- 


age of only $37.90. If the children of the various. | : 
lodging houses of the Aid Society cost only about $40 . > 


per year, either they must be kept on very short. 
rations, or in order to spend $110 on the children. of 


the Protectory the latter must liv high and be fed on | 


the fat of the land. It is, however, more probable...“ 


that this is a profitable business which is. being: 


worked for all it is worth in the name of charity, 


sweet charity. Of the $242,000 given the Catholic . 
Protectory, it may be assumed, or at least inferred, . 


that one-half is.clear profit, the actual disposition of, 
which it would be difficult to discover, and. the same 


is to be said of the $104,000 allotted to the New York. 


Juvenil Asylum—a Protestant institution and busi- 
ness competitor of the ‘Protectory. MUT ys 
. E. B. Foors, Jr. - 
. Cost the Limit of Price (2). - g 
While generally approving the views of Mr. Lloyd 
in a late Trura Szexer, I protest, if you allow, against 
mixing up with Anarchism this equalitarian and arbi- 
trary ruling, incompatible with the free range of per- 
sonal contracts. The proper sphere of cost limitation 


is the protectiv union store, where it is-provided for ` 


by the joint stock partnership of the associated cus- 
tomers. There it is definitly based upon the cost of 


purchased goods, and substitutes a definit salary for |. - 


the speculativ profits of the merchant, no longer an 
intermediary owner. Warren, without the support 
of a stockholding company, illustrated the feasibility 
of this method, whose success at Rochdale has given 


it a great run in England and also on the continent . 


of Europe. No doubt sensible Anarchists may adopt 
this commercial method, and may develop from it the 
feature of a labor and produce exchange currency 
independent of specie or government money. For 
this it is only necessary that the stock company 
should embrace a sufficient number and variety of 


producers to substitute exchange for importation and .- 


reduce outside purchases to an insignificant figure, 
or else export as well as import. Between such or- 
ganization of the cost limit in commerce, and its 
affirmation as an ethical principle in all contraets for 
mutual service, there is an important difference. An- 


archism cannot take for grantéd that Anarchists will. 


choose to forego natural advantages of faculty, 
strength, skill, and judgment, and adopt in exchange 
of services the time table level of hour for hour. 
Whether from a generous carelessness, or from relig- 
ious principle, some persons of superior faculty may 
be satisfied with their recognition by honors, without 
profits, and the spontaneous evolution of this type of 
character will be more frequent in proportion as the 
means of livelihood are facilitated by the abolition of 
monopoly and extortion. Also in proportion as wealth 
is socialized by architecture, public gardens, galleries 
of art, libraries, games, music, and the drama, the 
motivs for private advantage in the exercise of talents 
are lessened.. Anarchists may contemplate such 
equalitarian tendencies with complacency, but. An- 
archism does not prescribe them. mas 

Anarchism opposes arbitrary government, class 
privilege, the monopolies of the means of subsistence 
by use of the soil and of machinery. These iniqui- 
ties abated, we remain in presence of very unequal 
faculties directed toward the acquisition of property; 


and whose more liberal education concerns the future : 


of society. ; 

Let us scrutinize the economic value of the cost 
measure in exchange of services or products. It as- 
sumes that labor is the basic factor, but this labor 
cost is a highly variable element of price. Skill les- 
sens it, and judgment in the use of faculties, as well 
as invention, may in great measure obviate the cost 
of labor. Now, as skill and judgment are always 
most desired, and as from their comparativ rarity they 
are less subject to reductiv competition than simple 
labor, they may please to demand and obtain more 
than compliments and honors. Skill is judgment in 
the details of execution giving either a greater quan- 
tity or a better quality of product with the same or 
less labor cost at the time. This skill may be either 
a natural endowment or the result of previous perse- 
vering and. laborious disciplin. Persons equally 


skilled in presence of a given work are very unequal - 


then in the labor cost antecedent. 

Strength is analogous to skill, and its differences 
between men baffle all attempts to appreciate cost by 
effort in the most ordinary physical labors. What is 
hard to one is easy to another, and averages must be 


arbitrary in their bearings on the individual. Price ` 


results from the comparison of desires between the 
bargainers, as is sensible in transactions by barter. 
The basis of price is demand. Demand proceeds 
from the purchaser; it is constituted by his desire for 
an object, modified by his means of payment. But 
as, with the same demand and means, there may be 
choice among offers of service, their competition re- 
duces price. We trace this back to the producer's 
desire for other values which he may acquire with 
the price received. When these are necessaries, his 
offer of labor-cost is limited only by life, and the 


Y 


` vised. : 


' Marx, although not: speculating upon the contin- 
uance of the wage labor system under capitalism, yet 
- seems to hav written under its influence when he cal- 


. eülates the hour rates of payment in divers occupa- | 


tions by'the relativ averages of life in each. But is 
it to be supposed that with free access to the soil and 


_ wholesome farm work, workmen would be found en- 
‘listing for consumption by breathing steel dust, or 


for ‘paralysis and colica pictonum by working in 


' white lead ? 


What will. Rothschild's quicksilver mines be worth 


. tp him without the privileged monopoly that he de- 


tives from government, and the other monopolies 


` that push labor into his hades? . Such industries 


must either be abandoned, or hygienic methods de- 


For the services of science and art, compensation 
by the hour is simply absurd, and as intellectual labor 
is favorable to longevity, so upon this plan the Hum- 
boldts, Agassizes, and Darwins ought to be rated 
lower than the average mechanic. : 

It is felt thz such systems are only viable in little 


- corners, ani that a country adopting them would 


pow 


A 


soon be deserted by its talent and enterprise. They 
bear the stamp’ of petty despotism, and if feasible in 
exchanges of factory labor, this is because of a disci- 


` plin like the equality of drilled soldiers, which, though 


congenial with state Socialist ideas, is antipodal to 
Anarchism. The system of exchanges by equal hours 
of work supposes a continual preoccupation with 
bookkeeping, as well as conscientiousness and reli- 
`. ance on the conscientiousness of others—an industrial 


.' world going by-clock-work, the apotheosis of medioc- 


riby over the grave of ambition; speculation of closet 
philosophy which the passions will explode. 
EDGEWORTEH. 
— 
The Chicago Union. 


The Chicago Liberal League met on Friday even- 
ing, January 8th, and reorganized under the name of 
Secular Union. Although it had adopted the name 
of Secular Union since the last Convention held at 
Cleveland, it had never until now been organized 

„under that name. . A new election of officers took 
place, the following persons being elected: Mr. Chas. 
Orchardson, president; Mrs. A. M. Freeman. first 
vice-president; Mr. L. H. Sawyer, second vice-presi- 


- dent; Mr. C. A..Fraenkle, third vice-president; Mrs. 


` Ella LePage, secretary; Mr. A. M. Freeman, financial 
secretary; Mr. E. A. Stevens; treasurer. The Union 
here is upon a much better basis than ever before. 
The attendance -at our meetings is increasing, and 


|: in time we expect to be recognized among the best in 


"S 


f \ 


the land. Last Sunday evening we had a lecture 
from Mrs. A. M. Freeman on, “ Things I Can't Un- 

` derstand,” which was a very able and eloquent appeal 
io the judgment and common sense of those present 
How any man or woman can listen to the absurd 
stories of the Bible as shown up by the lecturer, and 
go away unconvinced of the absurdities of their re- 
ligion, is more than I can understand. The attend- 
ance at Mrs. Freeman’s lecture was large, consider- 
ing the very cold weather, as it was the coldest night 
we hav had this winter. 

‘On Paine’s anniversary, we are to hav an enter- 
tainment and dante. The oration of the evening is 
to be delivered by Mrs. A. M. Freeman, and we hav 
some very fine talent selected for our music and 
recitations. We are working hard to make this a 
grand success, and. all indications are that we will do 
80. Erra Ls Paar, Secretary. 

Chicago, Jan. 12, 1886. 


$9 — — — —— 
A Reminiscence of Elizur Wright. 


: In 1846 a few of the old Liberty party refused to 
“fuse” with the Free Soilers and Barn-Burnérs, and 
met in national convention at Buffalo in June of that 
year. Our leaders were Gerrit Smith, Elizur Wright. 
George Bradburn, Beriah Green, William Goodell, 
and Frederick Douglass. We not only adhered to 
Abolitionism, but went in for free trade, land reform, 
woman suffrage, etc., etc. 

By the way, this was the first convention, so far as 
I am, aware, to put forth in its platform (penned by 
Gerrit Smith) the doctrin of woman suffrage. This 
it did in terms square, bold, and unequivocal. And 
in that little band of stern radicals there was not.a 
dissenting voice. The * Woman's Convention," which 
‘has had the honor of being the first to announce 
woman suffrage, met the same year, but not till sev- 
eral weeks later. 

We nominated Gerrit Smith for president. After 
the nomination Elizur Wright gave us the following 
impromptu : 

Smiths hav wrought since time began, 
Sometimes forging chains for man; 
Ours who now the anvil smites, 

Cuts the chains from human rights. 
We will blow for him to strike, 

For he treats all chains alike ; 


Severed by his trusty hand, 
Fall they both from limb and land. 


Francis Barry. 
Kent, Ohio. 


~ eheapest-liver will be employed. This is the Chinese | 
*' and * contract labor "'issue. ` 


‘the benefit of the American Secular Union. 


. The Campaign Fund. 


Previously acknowledged.......... NET Rasa senes o ded $1,796.57 

Dallas (Texas) Secular Society (charter fee, per 
George Cretien).;..............eeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeneee 5.00 
Jas. Wardwell........ 1.00 
Louisa A. Tourley................. eese 1.00 
CoB. De Mott. reris cere neben 1.00 
Mrs. C. F. De Mott............eeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeer 1.00 
Henry H. Geer. iere eseese ene ec e eene e 1.00 
Joseph Carman... asesi scosese ians iannis 1.00 
Mrs. Joseph Carman................... eene 1.00 
Totals $35 7g costae vecead stes esee aei eet $1,808.57 


" ————— 49$ 9—— ———————— 
Grand Paine Celebration, 


Friday evening, Jan. 29th, 
At German Masonic Hall, No. 220 East 15th street. 
"Address by T. B. WAKEMAN: 
* THE POLITIOAL AND 8O00IAL DREAMS OF THOMAS PAINE.” 
i To be followed by a 
Brilliant Musical and Dramatic Entertainment, in which the 
following will take part, already well known 

in Liberal circles: 

Joseph Frankel, Gustave Frankel, Mrs. L. McCune, Mrs. 
Fannie Cummings, Frank Fitch, the Krahmer brothers, Miss 
Annie Lenont, 
others. ' 

The admission will be 25 cents. The proceeds will be for 
Every New York 
Liberal should take special interest in this celebration, both 
to honor the memory of i : 

. THOMAS PAINE 
and raise funds for the carrying on the work of the Union, 
especially to enable it to push the movement for the opening 
of the museums on Sunday, which is gaining great force, and 
will no doubt result in a noble triumph for Secular principles. 
So it is earnestly requested not only. that every Liberal man 
and woman come, but.make an effort to hav others come, so 
that a large number may be present and a great impulse re- 
ceived for the work of Liberalism. 


All friends wi be interested in the following news 
from Nova Scotia, from one of the members of the 
Union who on the frontier line keeps the battle going. 
He shows how much is yet to be done, and what great 
promis there is for the future: 


New Grascow, N! S., Jan. 5, 1886. 

Dzar Frienp Purnam: Your letter of Dec. 3d was re- 
ceived in due time. I cannot say that Freethought is making 
much progress in this vicinity. This portion of Nova Scotia 
is very orthodox, and there are but few Liberals. I know of 
only two or three outspoken: ones in all Eastern Nova Scotia, 
and I am well acquainted in every part of it. I know quite 
a number who are secretly with us, but who, owing to the 
state of society, hav not the courage to say so. I am often 
surprised, when I am talking to persons who are thought to 
be good Cristians, to hav them tell me that they hav their 
doubts, and that they cannot believe that God did the dread- 
ful things charged against him in the Bible. I think if we 
can only make Liberalism fashionable, that we shall be sur- 
prised at the number who are with us. 


I attended the Congress at Cleveland, and listened to a | 


number of addresses and Colonel Ingersoll’s lecture. I think 
he is one of the grandest men living. I hav read all his pub- 
lished works. Long may he liv to champion the noble cause! 
I think Mr. Shaw’s address was splendid, and think it should 
be published in pamphlet form and widely distributed. I 
should like a quantity of them to distribute. If you hav any- 
thing that I can do to help along the good work, don’t hesi- 
tate to Command me, for, remember, I am not afraid. I 


would send some cash for literature to distribute, but Iam a |. 


subscriber to the Boston Investigator and I circulate a good 
many back numbers of that paper, and that takes all the cash 
I hav to spare just now. I feel much interested in your 
present work of getting the museums, etC., open on Sunday, 
and wish you success. They certainly can’t keep it off much 
longer. I hav many a battle with the Christians here, and 
yet I can’t trace the loss of a cent in my business or a single 
social slight to my advocacy of Freethought. I may be ex- 
ceptionally fortunate, but such is my experience, and my 
views are well known to all with whom I come in contact. I 
get Tug TRUTH SEEKER regularly. . Wishing you and yours 
a happy and prosperous New Year, and success to Liberal- 
ism, Yours very truly, .F. M. Borpen. 


' Friend Reynolds, in Utah, also sends messages 
from another field of progress. Evidently the western 
branch of Liberalism has plenty of life in spite of all 
the difficulties that surround it— perhaps because of 
those very difficulties which exist in a new country fi 
has more of the spirit of go-ahead. I hope the tre- 
mendous fervor.of the West will pulse through and 
break up into new forms the too much stratified life 
of the East. 
Charles F. Blackburn, of Kaysville, Utah, writes: 


A few days ago I took one hundred copies of Investigator 
and THE TRUTH SEEKER and distributed them to quite a num- 
ber of the “Saints.” It remains to be seen whether the 
* Holy Ghost" or the papers will beat in the ease. I hav 
strong faith in the papers. 


Geo. C. Viele, of Fillmore, Utah, writes: 


Friend Rxyworps: I called à business meeting of the Union 
here for the purpose of laying before it the matter of Mr. 
Putnam's tour. We came to this conclusion, that there are 
not more than four or five of us to do anything; therefore, 
we cannot pledge any money, but would see that Mr. Putnam 
was received at R. R. terminus and conveyed here and lodged 
free of charge while among us; and further we would find a 
hall for him in which to speak, and see that his coming was 
advertised properly. ` Beyond this we will do all we can, and 
we would like to hav Mr. Putnam with us. But little may 
seem to be accomplished at the time, still that little may make 
a ripple on the water that will touch some distant shore, or 
rouse some drowsy sentinel. There never was, in my esti- 
mation, a time when there was such urgent need of light in 
these valleys as just now; and a judicious outlay would un- 
doubtedly bring a rich reward. I think we could make Utah 
one of the most Liberal places in the Union. The Nine 
Demands do not interfere with any man’s religious rights. 
They proclaim equal liberty to all ; special privileges to none. 
It givs one & chance to form any theory he please, so he 
does not practice that which infringes the liberty of his 
neighbor. 


There are many hundreds of places like Fillmore 


adam Delescluze, Prof. P. P. Field, and | 


where there are a few Liberals who would like to hear 
a lecture from those who represent the Freethought 
of the country, but who cannot pledge anything above 
expenses for such a lecture. It is to such places that 
the secretary desires mainly to go in order to unfold 
the material so that a larger work may come in the - 
future. For this purpose we hav the campaign fund 
so that by a combination of all the Liberals of the 
land these weak places may be built up to strength 
and progress. Where Liberals are sufficiently pros- 
perous to guarantee a fair remuneration to lecturer, 
they can secure the services of such lecturers as 
Remsburg, Reynolds, Burnham, Bell, Jamieson, Watts, 
Prof. Gunning, Helen H. Gardener, and Mrs. Krekle, 
who must, in almost every case, receive something 
above the expenses. When this cannot be done with 


justice to all, let the few but earnest Liberals who 


are willing to do what they can apply to the secretary 
of the Union, who will do all in his power to traverse 
these pioneer fields through the opportunity offered 
by national co-operation. 

A. Larsen, of Deweyville, writes: 


I had almost hoped that Mr. Putnam might be with us this 
month in order that we might hold our Convention on the 
29th, the anniversary of the birthday of the noble hero, 
Thomas Paine. But we will not stop agitating, and some- 
time during the winter me must hold the meeting. 


W. O. Williams, of Taache City, writes: 


I hav called on some Liberals, and spoken to them about 
organization. I hav promises from two Liberals to aid in 
the matter. I am told that there are other Liberals in the 
neighborhood, and I will hunt them up. We may be able to 
organize here this year, for I find the interest in Liberalism 
increasing. 


R. Clawson, of Ephraim, writes: 


Frienp Reynotps: Your letter of the 31st.is before me. I 
must say that it givs me renewed hope and determination to 
strike for freedom when I read your letters in connection with 
encouraging words from other friends. I hav been doing 
what little I can to spread Liberal ideas, and circulate 
Freethought papers and pamphlets. I hay gained some 
ground, and some good and true friends, and a host of 
fanatical enemies. However, the prospect for the future is 
bright. There are a good many Freethinkers in this county. 
What is wanted is some interesting speaker to stir us to ac- 
tivity. I hope that Mr. Putnam will come. I want him to 
deliver lectures all through this county. He will be appre- 
ciated by the majority of the people. 


Robert Wilson writes from Ogden: 


Liberal friends here will make arrangements for Mr. Put- 
nam’s lecture. We must giv it as large an advertisment as 
possible, so that its influence may be felt. Yes, we need 
organization in this territory, but to accomplish that we must 
hay assistance, and a united force. 

With such calls as these, and a wide field, the sec- 
retary must go to Utah, and this he will do as soon 
as he has delivered his ammunition to the directors 
of the museums and the legislature at Albany. Then 
for the boundless West with all its glorious possibil- 
ities. The world is a-making there, and we must 
put in the element that shall constitute it the grand- 
est cosmos in the history of the world. AE 

The Hornellsville Secular Society has organized 
with the following officers: Louis Dieger, pres.; 
Chas. J. Patten, 1st vice-pres.; Carl S. Hendershott, 
2d vice-pres. ; Chas. Couderman, sec.; Stephen Cas- 
ton, assist.-sec; Geo. Couderman, treas, Charles 
Couderman writes that the organization is progress- 
ing finely. 

The Dallas Secular Society has organized with the 
following officers: President, J. C. Hart; vice-presi- 
dent, R. Edmonds; sec. and treas., George Critien ; 
executiv committee, J. Jackson, R. R. Herned, R. 
Edmonds. ; 

The secretary writes: “We meet every Sunday at 
3 r.m. The majority of those who attend the meet- 
ings are quite interested in the movement.” i 

So far this, year there are 100 annual members, 10 
new life members, and 3 new societies. This shows 
that success is bound to come, and the record for 
this year will no doubt be better than that of any 
previous ‘year. The world moves, and the American 
Secular Union moves with it. 

Prof. W. D. Gunning lectured last Friday evening 
before the Liberal Club to a large and delighted 
audience. He is one of the most interesting and 
best-equipped speakers on the Liberal platform. He 
is a thorough-going radical thinker, one of the fore- 
most scientific students in the country. His language 
is felicitous and full of meaning. He givs light and 
color to dry scientific data. Every Liberal organiza- 
tion in the country should secure his services upon 
the platform, both for their own benefit and for the 
noble presentation of truth, as we understand it, to 
the general public. 

I lectured on Sunday evening before the New York 
Spiritualist Association on * The Demands of Hu- 
manity.” Dr. Gunn and Burnham Wardwell followed 
with interesting addresses, in which the wants and 
social needs of man to-day were eloquently em- 
phasized. 

The Central Labor Union, backed by 50,000 work- 
ing people of the city, hav forwarded to the Amer- 
ican Secular Union a series of resolutions to be pre- 
sented to the directors for the opening of the 
museums on Sunday. The working people realize 
where truth and justice are, and will be our allies to 
the end. SauvEL P. PUTNAM. 


aot 
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Communications. 


The Religion of Humanity. : 


The first New York celebration of the “ Festival of 
Humanity" was held under the auspices of the Soci- 
ety of Humanists on Friday evening, Jan. 1, 1886, at 
the establishment of M. Van den Nyden, 102 West 
Eleventh street, New York city. 'The dining room 
was most artistically decorated. Between seventy 
and eighty persons sat down to a substantial repast, 
and when the cloth. was removed, toasts were, re- 
sponded to by Mr. Claude Rodd, Edward King, and 
others. The president, Hugh McGregor, in response 
to the toast of the London Positivist Society, read 
the following address written specially for the occa- 
sion by Mr, Frederic Harrison: 


Newton HALL, LowpoN, ENGLAND, 
Newton, year 97, Dec. 16, 1885. 
I 


It was with no small pleasure that the Positivist 
Society of London heard of the intention of their 
Positivist brothers in New York to meet at the open- 
ing of a new year, that they might commemorate the 
onward march of humanity, confirm their hopes and 
their belief, and kindle anew the sense of sympathy 
and brotherhood. A faith in the power and destinies 
of our common" humanity would be a truly ridiculous 
affectation if it were consciously confined to one cor- 
ner of the civilized world, or to one country, or race, 
or class of men. It is not so with us. The living 
spirit of humanity kindles in all to whom it comes a 
natural and instinctiv feeling of our human brother- 
. hood, in the glow of which all kinds of divisions, 
limitations, exclusions, antipathies, fade away. Hu- 
manity creates a brotherhood purer, deeper, and 
stronger than ever was yet dreamed in any religion, 
in any patriotism, in any community. For, alone of 
all the harmonizing forces, humanity repudiates all 
kinds of exclusion, of race, of country, of class, of 
sect. The theologies, and Christendoms, and God- 
hoods of old time hav taught men many good things, 
and hay inspired many noble deeds; so too hav patriot- 
ism and Socialism, and many another form of generous 
fraternity and equality. But they hav all taught men 
as well to hate and attack all those who refused to 
stand within their fold. Christians burn with hostil- 
ity to the Infidel; Deists despise the heathen; patri- 
ots curse the enemies of their country; Socialists 
preach the extermination of the rich ; and the brother- 
hood of man in the mouths of Anarchists too often 
means the slaughter of their own fathers’ sons. Even 
the republic, that name of the activ commonwealth 
sacred in the eyes of all Positivists after humanity it- 
self, too often requires a rooted hostility to other 
types of society. Humanity alone is able to embrace 
all human good or force, to unite all men, and to fuse 
all classes, all sects, and all peoples. Humanity is far 
more than the brotherhood of man, for it reminds us 
of all the human races in the past, as well as in the 
future. It is coextensiv with the planet itself, and 
coeval with civilization in the sum. 

Hence it is a comfort and an inspiration to all of 
us who seek to renew our lives by the light of trust 
in humanity to feel that in so many countries and 
cities there are gatherings of men and women, meet- 
ing on the ‘same day, with so many languages, and 
with past. history so different, but all converging to 
one idea, and filled by the same hopes. In London 
we meet at several places; in Manchester, in Liver- 
pool, in Birmingham, in Newcastle-on-Tyne, in Leices- 
ter, and in many other spots; so too in France—in 
Paris, in Havre, in Rouen, in Bordeaux, in Lyons, in 
Marseilles; in Holland; also in Denmark, in Sweden, 
in Hungary. So, too, in Russia our devoted friend, 
Mr. Frey, is carrying on his courageous teaching. 
Across the Atlantic, in the Eastern and in the far 
Western states and territories, and in Canada, the 
same spirit is at work; and in sundry places in In- 
dia, in China, and in Japan. 

We meet to fill our minds with the immensity of 
humanity amongst living men, and also with the per- 
manence of humanity, since the days of therude men— 
men who lived in caves and fought bears and mam- 
moths; and with the boundless future of humanity, when 
all these miserable distinctions of church, sect, class, 
nationality, association, and party shall be enlarged 
into the supreme brotherhood of Humanity ; when the 
color of the skin, or the function in the public work 
of industry, or the dross of gold or land-wealth, or 
the language spoken, or the area of our city or state, 
or the faith that we acknowledge, shall no longer 
separate man from man, but all men shall be equally 
children of our mother Humanity, and classed only by 
the value of their service given to Humanity. . 

n. 

In the aceounts we hav received in London of the for- 
mation of the Positivist group in New York, nothing 
has given us greater satisfaction than to see that it is 
entirely spontaneous, free, and self-formed. In our eyes 
all healthy Positivism is essentially spontaneous and 
free. Itis the only really spontaneous religion now 
extant. Itis not and cannot be a faith or supersti- 
tious dogma, imposed by authority from without, and 


accepted or submitted toin blind trust that good will 
come out of obedient discipleship. All modern relig- 
ions are so taught and propagated. And most.mod- 
ern systems of political or social regeneration are im- 
posed from without by eager and powerful natures 
acting on weaker ones, in blind trust, or with, at best, 
belief in a doctrin that is very simple and easily 
grasped, right or wrong. 

Positivism, by its nature, is nothing of the 
kind. It means the acceptance, upon conviction, of 


"positiv truths, all at any time capable of demonstra- 


tion. “Positivism” is a French word meaning the 
“habit of trusting to what has been and can be 
proved.” Positivism, to translate it freely, means 
“the scientific faith; the habit of resting our lives 
and our beliefs on solid, provable certainties that we 
can understand and teach to others.” Hence it ex- 
cludes all blind trust in authority, and all cut-and- 
dried formulas. No man can be a real Positivist un- 
less he is convinced of certain scientific truths; and 
as these truths are numerous and lie in many differ- 
ent spheres, partly intellectual, partly moral, partly 
practical, and belong to philosophy, to politics, and to 
personal duty and conduct, no man can be a convinced 
Positivist all of a sudden by such an inspiration or 
emotion as what is called “conversion” in religious 
communities, and sometimes in Socialist commu- 
nities. Positivism does not jump down a man’s throat 
or flash into his brain in a minute. It is a habit of 
mind, a frame of heart, a type of character, slowly 
formed by reflection, practice, and experience. The 
Christian missionary is fond of converting a whole 
meeting in asermon or two. The converted believer 
cries out (often in a state of mere excitement), “ Lord, 
I believe; help thou my unbelief!” and he would find 
it very difficult to put in rational words what he be- 
lieved; or what he ought to do in consequence of his 
belief. The whole thing is a rather hysterical spasm, 
and thus it is that after a few loud sermons and some 
louder and noisier hymns, and often drums, whole 
crowds of people, bad, good, and indifferent, are said 
to be converted in a week. Some of the political and So- 
cialist propagandists act in a similarly spasmodic way. 
Now, Positivism, being in its terms “ scientific con- 
viction,” and practical purpose of living a definit 
life to a given end, does not seek to convert in this 
way. Conviction must ripen slowly, and character, 
to be efficient, must be formed by effort and practice. 
And a humane heart and spirit must come by a long 
habit of humane sympathy in act, word, and thought. 
A true Positivist would rather say: “Humanity, I 
believe, after examination ; and what I do not under- 
stand I do not believe, but I will try to understand 
by further inquiry, and in the mean time I will try to 
act up to what I do understand.” That seems to me 
more the key-note of a Positivist prayer, meaning by 
prayer, “ The inward resolution to act outwardly up 
to our highest ideal of right.” . 

We never seek to hasten a Positivist conviction. 
It would not be conviction if we did. Most of our 
most zealous brothers hav deliberately occupied 
themselvs for years in reflection and in satisfying 
their minds. Nor do we care if we only number here 
and, there a few hundreds. Those few hundreds, if 
they hav conviction and energy, will impress their 
belief on others by thousands and thousands. We 
are not in a hurry, and wish to avoid all pressure on 
others. We do not seek to disturb any man’s sin- 
cere religious belief if he is comfortable in it, and it 
enables him to liv a right life. We do not think that 
those who are not Positivists are going to hell, or are 
in a bad way, or are not doing their duty to human- 
ity in honest ways as usefulcitizens. All honest men 
are servants to humanity, all are children of human- 
ity, and all are promoting the ultimate triumph of 
humanity, whether they know it or not, and whether 
they cling to one of the old beliefs or not. After all, 
the simple spirit of the gospel is a part of the Re- 
ligion of Humanity, and so is the sympathetic spirit 
of Socialism. Both Evangelicals and Socialists 
would be better and stronger men, I think, if they 
gave up the cruder and narrower dogmas that sepa- 
rate them from their fellows, and if they could recog- 
nize the larger truths and inspirations of humanity. 
But in the mean time, though they cling to a narrower 
platform, we can recognize the good in them. Posi- 
tivism, in fact,is the most free, the most sure, the 
most spontaneous, and most humane form of all be- 
lief, because its true dominant ideas are scientific cer- 
tainty and humanity as a whole, and these two ideas 
exclude all superstition, coercion, dogmatism on 
the one side, and all sectarianism and sectional prej- 
udice on the other. 

IIL. 


But, when we speak of conviction and scientific 
certainty, we assuredly do not mean that Positivism 
can only admit learned persons, or that it is merely a 
new kind of philosophy. On the contrary it is es- 
sentially a moral and social regeneration, based on 
philosophical certainties, and leading to political and 
practical reforms. But the philosophy is merely in 
its doctrinal basis, and the political reforms are in its 
future hopes and ideals. On the one hand, it does 
not mean that all Positivists must be philosophers, 
nor that all regeneration must lie in political reforms. 


The center and essence of Positivism lies in a-hu- .' 


spirit of its cardinal precept, “Life for. others.” 


“ Liv for others" is the core of the Religion: of: 


Humanity, and everyone with a good heart and manly : 


character can act up to this without being a philos-^ 
opher, without being learned, or rich, or powerful . 


The most hardly-worked toiler, the most ignorant. 
the most unhappy, can act up to this, do their duty, 
and feel happier and nobler by doing it. 


family, friends, comrades. We hav parents, sisters, 
brothers, wives, children, companions, fellow-citizens. 
We can, most of us, help our own family, do our 
duty in our own homes, improve our own knowledge, 
bring up our own offspring, influence our own 
neighbors, animate our fellows, work for a great 


cause, and feel the nobler for a great ideal by trying’ © 
to know humanity better, to liv more vividly the | 


lives of servants of humanity, and by sustaining our 
purposes by the hope of humanity. If we do this 
honestly, unfl.nchingly, and intelligently, then we are 
good Positivists, and none can be better. 
But, although Positivism has a central essential 
precept, Liv for others, and a central dominant ideal, 
Humanity, it is not to be supposed that this is all, 
and that it stops there. . This is enough for those 
whose lot is at present so hemmed about by hard 
necessity that they can get at no more. But it is 
only enough, whilst others are working to get at 
more, and to make Positivism a reality as a whole. 
Positivism is not to be reduced, like the gospel of 
Christ, or the Sermon on the Mount, to & simple pre- 
cept such as “ Love and fear God, and do unto your 
neighbor as you would be done by.” Positivism in 
saying, “ Liv for others," has expanded all this into 
a set of solid and practical precepts adapted to our 
life at home, in publie, in industry, in education, in 
polities—showing what we ought to do and why we 
ought to do it,in our conduct toward our parents, 


wives and husbands, children, friends, and the pub- : 


lie. It has shown what we ought to learn, wherein 
and how to learn it, how and in what spirit we ought 
to work, what the state ought to do for us, and what 
we ought to do for the state. Altogether, it has 
offered a complete practical sketch of the best type 
of home, of education, of work-shop, of farm, of 
school, of church, of health, of republic, of club, of 
government, of senate and representation, of munici- 
pality and city. It givs a type of the way in which 
citizens may liv a healthy, moral, industrious, useful, 
religious, social, and patriotic life. Al this is not 
imposed by authority of any pope, priest, king, or 
dictator, but a free scheme of life to be accepted on 
conviction, resting on evidence, argument, and proof. 
No man is asked to adopt it, unless or until it satis- 
fies his reason and his sympathies. Nor is it con- 


'| tended, as we contend in Newton Hall, that.all this 


mass of educational, social, political, and moral pre- 
cept has to be formally acknowledged as binding be- 
fore any man can be reckoned areal Positivist. That 
is not how we read Auguste Comte, or teach his 
reading to others. We say, here are the types of life 
he recommends, and here are the reasons on which 
he recommends them. ‘You can adopt them as far as 
you are honestly persuaded, or can follow his reason- 
ing. If that reasoning does not convince you, do 
not pretend that it does. But the scheme holds 
together all of a piece, that you cannot pick out here 
and there bits that you like, that it all rests on a mass 
of ideas in history, science, and philosophy to which 
you probably never gave a thought in your life. Wait, 
ponder, inquire, and compare, mindful always that a 
regeneration of human life and thought was not de- 
signed by Auguste Comte exactly according to the 
point of view of American citizens in the year 1886 ; 
that there were tens of thousands of years of human 
life before 1886, and millions and millions of keen, ear- 
nest, brave souls who lived neither in America nor 
in Europe. 

We do not ask a convinced Positivist to.acccept all 
that may be found in the mass of Comte’s writings. 
That we think would be treason against Positivism 
and scientific proof. It will be enough if a con- 
vinced Positivist intelligently accepts the great Pos- 
itivist precepts with all that they imply. In the moral 
and essential sphere, “ Liv for others,” liv in activ em- 
ployment of your social faculties and instincts. In 
the intellectual world, rest in “ Order and progress ;” 
that is, rest in demonstrativ knowledge and in view 
of human improvement. In the political and social 
sphere, “ Liv without concealment;" i. e., make your 
life a pattern to your neighbor, and seek to guide 
him through his reason, and never to effect a good 
end by secrecy, fraud, or conspiracy. 

In behalf of our London Society of Newton Hall, 
I offer you a brotherly welcome in your young move- 
ment, and wish you a good work of it in the name of 
Humanity. ‘Freprric Harrison, 

President Positivist Com. of London. 


SEND to Tux Trura Suexer office'for a catalog of 
the books we hav for sale. The catalog is sent free 
to any address upon application. 


We, most. . 
of us, however hard or lonely be our lot, hav homes, . 


| mane life of sympathy and practical duty—in -the : m 


The Bruno Statue. 


The.opening of the year is the proper time for a 


^ further report in regard to the Bruno statue at Rome. 
‘The. subscriptions received will: be found below, 


amounting to a total of $251.88 on the second instal- 
ment, which, with the first instalment of $200 (for- 
warded), makes $451.88. This leaves $548.12 to be 


“subscribed before the $1,000 promised from America 


is made up. 

As to the nature and progress of the undertaking 
at Rome, an accident has enabled me to lay before 
the public. very satisfactory information. The acci- 
‘dent was the loss of a letter to me from the committee 
at Rome. This led me, about two months ago, to 


A write to our fellow-citizen, Daniel G. Thompson, Esq., 


well-known in our city as a lawyer, and to our schol- 
ars as the author of a very able work on Psychology, 
and coner books, and who was then at Florence on 
his way to Rome. I requested him to make thorough 
inquiry as to this whole undertaking, and particularly 
„as to the four points which are covered by his report. 
We could not hav had a more competent or a more 
devoted inquirer. He was afforded every facility by 
Judge Stallo, our minister to Italy; by many well- 
known citizens of Rome, and especially by the com- 
mittee itself, and he writes as follows: 


? Rome, Dec. 20, 1885. 

I met with Dr. Giovanni Amici, the secretary, and about 
a dozen other members of the working committee, with 
whom I had a very pleasant interview. They showed me the 
"books, with the amount you sent credited, and informed me 
that a letter had been sent to you acknowledging the receipt, 
and answering your inquiries. I gather the following as the 
results of my attention to the subject: 

1. The local members of the International Honorary Com- 
mittee are men of high character and position. The list in- 
cludes some.of the very best men in. Rome. How far they 
are giving personal attention to the scheme I do not know. 
The work is mainly done by the Committee Universal Cen- 
tral, consisting of students. These young men I met and 
was much pleased with their appearance. .I presume they 
consult with the members of the Honorary Committee, and 
act under the advice of the latter. Of course these students 
hav their careers yet before them, but they are all men of 
respectable standing. 

9. No application has been made to the authorities for per- 

miission to erect the monument. The explanation of this 
which was given to us by the committee is that they.hav no 
apprehension of a refusal, but they desire to wait until 
enough is subscribed to substantially insure the success of 
the enterprise before applying for the requsit leave. Already 
they hav on their books about 9,000 francs, and they expect 
to need from 25,000 to 80,000. . It is the opinion here that no 
difficulty whatever will be experienced in getting the consent 
of the municipality to the use of the Campo de Fiori for this 
purpose. : 
. 8. The time of commencement and completion is thus as 
yet left indefinit. It will depend upon the success of the 
subscription. This insured, there is little doubt of the work 
being pressed by the committee, whose members seem very 
enthusiastic. 

4. The Campo de Fiori is for Rome a more than usually 
large public square entirely inclosed with building. It is n 
a very good part of one of the poorer quarters of the town. 
There are some fine buildings not far off, but none imme- 
diately upon the square. It might perhaps be compared to 
Tompkins Square in New York, although there is no park 
and the square is much smaller; but i mean as to relativ 
character of the surroundings. There is one line of omni- 
buses passing, though no tramways, but many other ve- 
hicles of all sorts constantly. It is used for a vegetable 
market on one side. There is a fountain near the center, but 
no other embellishment. The Bruno monument will look 
well there. The square is large enough to giv a good effect. 

I believe this covers the points respecting which you 
wished for information. I see no reason for abating any 
effort you may be putting forth, or for doubting that the 
scheme will go through. 

I encouraged the committee all I could by words and also 
by a small subscription. Judge Stallo, too, said he thought 
he should send them something. 

The address of the committee seems to hav been changed 
to No. 119 Governo Vecchio. They hav a room at the latter 

lace. 
g I leave Rome in a day òr two, but if I can serve you fur- 
ther in this or anything else, I am always yours to command. 
Sincerely yours, Danie, G. Tuomrson. 
T. B. Wakeman, Esq. 


The letter of the committee referred to by Mr. 
Thompson was received by me a few days before his 


. eame to hand. The information it givs is so similar 


to his report that it is only proper to add a few 
additional items: 

i. They assure us that the municipality has been 
thoroughly sounded on the subject, and that there is 
no doubt that the site for the statue will be for- 
mally granted just as soon as the fund collected is 
large enough to insure its erection. When this grant 
is made, the statue passes under the protection and 
guarantee of the city, and its safety and permanence 
are secured ever after. The plan of having a corporate 
society to own the site and statue is not practicable 
under Italian law. i 

2. The idea that the papacy could at any time or 
in any way prevent the erection of this statue, or 
cause the removal, is scouted as absurd. (Such a re- 
sult, it seems, might occur in America, but not now 
in Rome.) : 

3. The work has been laid out and the design 


. much improved by the artist, owing largely to the 


enlarged contribution promised from America, for 
"which the committee express their warmest gratitude. 

4. The time of the erection depends upon the in- 
crease of the subscription. They still hope to lay 
the corner-stone this winter, and to hav the inaugura- 


“tion on the anniversary of Bruno’s execution, Feb. 


/[16, 1887, at which event they 


; hope and expect 
America to take part. - 

So much for Italy. In this country we hav made 
but little progress with the subscription during the 
last three months. The amounts should be increased 
much more rapidly. They will be at once deposited 
so as to be perfectly safe, and will be reported at 
Rome so as to count as a part of the subscription on 
the strength of which the grant of the site is to be! 
obtained. As soon as the grant is made the amount 
wil be forwarded. The money will in this way at 
once urge on and secure the purpose for which it is 
given, without being beyond control, until the grant 
of the site is actually secured. 

Two events remain to be mentioned: the sudden 
death of Hon. Elizur Wright, who was a member of 
our committee, one of our most liberal contributors, 
and one of the most earnest promoters of our under- 
taking. Even the busy world stopped a moment to 
add its tribute of respect to the works and memory 
of this good and glorious old man. But to those who 
had become accustomed for years to look to him for 
help and cheer in every word and work for liberty, 
at home or abroad, the loss is irreparable. He had 
been so long with us that we had forgotten to expect 
his death. He had already joined the immortals by 
his deeds before death came to make his immortality 
secure. His spirit will liv with and work for us in 
our efforts to make liberty a reality by reversing the 
sentence of Bruno and placing his statue in the 
Eternal City ! ! 

We hope that Mr. Walter C. Wright, in every 
sense the son of his father, will take his place on our 
committee. 

The other untoward event we hav to note is the 
unfortunate illness which has prevented Col. R. G. 
Ingersoll from giving his lecture upon Bruno and 
from using his voice in public lectures at all of late. 
That this disability is temporary all friends of liberty 
will rejoice to hear. But we cannot ask him to lect- 
ure on Brurio, as he has promised to do, when he is 
unable to keep his own engagements. 

Prof. Thomas Davidson has engaged to lecture for 
the fund in Brooklyn, and may in Boston and else- 
where if sufficient results are assured. ‘He may be 
addressed at Orange, N. J., and his lecture on Bruno 
will be an event never to be forgotten in the life of 
anyone who is privileged to hear it. 

Theresult is this: If we wish the Bruno monument 
erected over the place of his execution we must go 
right on putting up the money, and it will be done! 
The friends of liberty in Europe and America must 
do it. Let those who hav contributed, or hav not, 
lay the matter before their friends and send forward 
their subscriptions to me as early as possible. They 


will be reported at Rome so as to obtain the grant of 

the site, and be forwarded as soon as the grant is 
T. B. WAKEMAN, 

Authorized Agent, 93 Nassau st., New York. 

New York, Jan. 4, 1886, Era of Man 286. 
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W. H. Kouther.... 1.00 
Mr. and Mrs. © 1.00 
S. P. Putnam... 2.00 
Owen T. Davies 1.00 
W. H. Blow 1.00 
Hussels & Brown 1.00 
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R. Rowland... 1.00 
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John P. Roe, of Cleveland,............ ETATE 5.00 
Heretofore acknowledged on second instalment...... 191.43 
Totala anea atasa e eE $251.88 


The Great First Cause. 


A friend says, “ Why not call the first great cause, 
God?" To this query there are many objections. 
First, there is no single cause that is first or last. 
Where there is no beginning there can be no first ; 
matter, being eternal “with all its powers and potency, 
cannot possibly hay any first, middle, or end.” 

The whole universe of matter, of suns, stars, and 
planets, seems to be composed of the same elements. 
And every atom of matter is instinct with life and 
energy. l 

Behind the atoms there is no one “great first 
cause,” because there is no behind to that which has 
no beginning. Weall hav a desire to know the begin- 
‘ning and the end. The science of teleology, of final 
causes, has a charm for the thinker, but it is impossi- 
ble to search out what has no existence, and therefore 
the first cause and last cause are names that hav no 
meaning (as regards the vast whole). They are also 
almost meaningless when used in connection with 
single identities; for causes are so linked and com- 
bined that no one cause ever acts alone. No energy 


is created or lost; it is only transmuted or changed. 
All is conserved, and so, where nothing is created or 
lost, there is no need for a God. 

The word god has millions of meanings. A friend 
was looking over my album one day and saw the pho- 
tograph of an old man. He suddenly exclaimed, 
“That picture represents God as I always see him in 
my mind—even to his very dress.” 

Nearly all who believe in a God make him anthro- 
pomorphie, and indeed it is impossible to think of a 
“Superior Being” and hav him aught but human. 
All gods that are not beings are baseless shadows of 
nothingness. A en 

To love and worship we need a being, and one of 
feelings like our own. Each man's god is only a 
Superior image of his own best self. 

This is why I want the very name erased from ex- 
istence, and only matter left as the cause of all that is. 

We do not want the “ Unknowable, the “ All 
Being," the “Omnipresent Power, “The Deity," 
* The Infinit Person," or any other “Intelligent De- 


signer.” These are all mere names of some “ being" 
that we repudiate. We want only matter and its 
evolutions. 


We want what is, and not what dreamers fancy may 
be. It takes no God behind each atom or life-cell to 
form living organized existences. 

The living energy and life in matter is all-sufficient 
for everything that is or will be. On our little earth 
progress seems to be the rule, and day by day human 
nature is improving—growing more kind, intelligent, 
tender, and humane. 

As the love of cruelty dies out, wars and punish- 
ment will cease, and love and fraternity will grow and 
increase till men and women will be better than any. 
God ever conceived of by the grandest mind yet 
evolved from the elements. Exava D. SLENKER. 


a a A 
Watch Them. 


Several years ago, some time in 1865 or there- 
about, all books and small packages were carried by 
express companies. The companies reaped millions, 
and exacted without limit or conscience. They 
charged for carrying a Missouri Report, one volume, 
from St. Louis to this village three dollars. This was 
the last straw that broke the asss back. Conse- 
quence was row, newspaper controversy. Express 


| agent from Iowa came down to see Missouri man 


whose hog and hominy rations had made him dyspep- 
tic and quarrelsome. Perhaps also he was not “‘trooly 
loil.” Anyhow, agent assured man ’twas “all right, 
charges regular and customary.” Man “cussed.” 
Agent laughed at him. That laughter suggested 
an idea, and the man told the agent his “ company 
should suffer for it." This put agent into such 
ecstasy that he returned to Iowa roaring and laughing 
all the way, first having requested man to inform him 
when “ the sufferings would begin." l 

It happened the man had a few friends in Congress. 
Among others was his good old friend, Daniel S. Nor- 
ton, senator for Minnesota, and a true man of the 
people. He wrote to Mr. Norton and asked him to 
get up a bill to permit the people to send books, 
packages, etc., of a few pounds weight, by mail. Mr. 
Norton pushed through a bill, just as Congress ad- 
journed, to allow several pounds to pass through the 
mail far a sum ridiculously low. The result was, the 
mails were burdened, and express companies lost 
millions. Man wrote to agent and asked if the com- 
pany’s “sufferings had begun.” Postmaster Cress- 
well was besieged by the express companies to hav 
bill repealed. He used all his efforts to hay it done, 
but instead of repeal it was modified. The people 
had a taste of this great blessing. For this one act 
the memory of the Hon. Daniel S. Norton deserves 
to be held in sacred remembrance by all people. Let 
it never be forgotten. But now, to-day, the express 
companies, through one of their hired agents in high 
place, are working to deprive us of this great bless- 
ing. He has asked Congress to repeal a beneficent 
act because it does not pay as yet. It don’t pay be- 
cause not one in a hundred knows of the privilege. 
If anything, the rate should be lowered. 

The express companies which rob the railways of 
their legitimate business would deprive the people of 
this great privilege of sending packages of books and 
merchandise, etc., by mail. 

It does not look well for our Democratic party that 
no sooner is it in power than one of its highest offi- 
cials abuses his trust to plead in the interest of one 
of the most grasping, heartless of corporations. Not 
a word has he for the welfare of the people under 
the act. “It don’t pay.” No! It don’t pay the ex- 
press companies. 

Now, Mr. Editor, and you, ye grand old audience 
of truth seekers—many tens of thousands ye are— 
I appeal to you. Watch this game! Write to your 
Congressmen and Senators. You can doas much as 
“any other man!” That is what your Senators and 
representativs are there for. Unless you do so, be 
sure the privilege will be taken from you. Already a 
disposition is shown in Congress to table and swamp 
every motion for the benefit of the poor women and 
children of our country, for those who are by four- 
fifths majority the masses. Horr. 
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Now is tae Time rog Revewats, and we hope all 
will be prompt. If we are to print pictures this 
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Trinity Church’s Pest Holes. 


The Constitution Club met on the evening of Jan- 
uary 6th to hear the report of a committee appointed 
last November to “ examin into the condition of the 
tenement houses of New York city.” Dr. R. A. 
Gunn is chairman of the committee. He had, he 
said, made some notes of his explorations, which he 
would read : 

“ I hav been practicing,” he said, ‘‘ in this city for over ten 
years, and hav become thoroughly acquainted with the tene- 
ment house question. What Iam going to tell you now is 
not, however, what I hav seen in past years, but what has 
come under my eyes in the past four weeks. In the first 
place, the law requiring the name of the owner or agent of 
the property to be posted in the hallway of each tenement 
house is, so far as I hav seen, never complied with. For this 
reason it is generally very difficult to find who is responsible 
for the terrible state of many buildings. 

**Ihav learned, however, that Trinity church is the owner 
of the worst tenement houses in the city. "Trinity church has 
the universal reputation, I find, among the wretched people 
who are forced to Jiv in such places, of being the hardest and 
the meanest landlord in New York. The policy of the Trin- 
ity church corporation is to never make repairs on a tene- 
ment house they own, but to let it actually fall to pieces, until 
no one, however wretched, can livin it. Then the corpora- 
tion tears it down and builds a store or warehouse or a com- 
parativly expensiv flat house. But it never spends its money 
to improve the condition of the poor. I may seem to be mak- 
ing sweeping accusations, but I know whereof I speak. Let 
anyone who wishes to verify my statements go, for example, 
to the building No. 34 Laight street, which is owned by Trin- 
ity church. The building runs through to Vestry street, and 
is inhabited by two hundred people. On the ground floor, 
on the Laight street side, is a liquor store, although Trinity 
church professes never to rent it to liquor-dealers. The 
building is in the most terrible condition imaginable. The 
floors of the halls are covered with filth from overflowed 
sinks and closets. The halls are so dark that it is almost im- 
possible to see one’s hand before one’s, face. The stairways 


are broken. The skylights on the top floor are kept fastened, 
and how any human being can liv in such a den it is difficult 
to imagin. 

** No. 68 Watts street is | another tenement house owned by 
Trinity, and rented to its occupants directly from Trinity’s 
office. My attention was called to it by an outbreak of 
scarlet fever some months ago. The father of the sick chil- 
dren went to Trinity's office and complained of the defectiv 
plumbing. He was told that if he didn't like it he could get 
out. 'Phe'cellar, gentlemen, was filled a foot deep with 
sewage that had leaked from the broken sewer pipes. The 
floors of the halls were so covered with filth from the same 
source that it deadened the sound of one’s footsteps. The 
board of health was notified and was forced to order Trinity 
to make some repairs, as scarlet fever was a contagious dis- 
ease. 

‘It has, however, been my experience,” contiuued the 
doctor parenthetically, ‘‘that the board of health is an 
expensiv and useless institution. Time after time I hav 
notified them of glaring nuisances, and in almost every case 
my complaints hav been treated with supreme indifference. 
The great majority of my colleagues throughout the city will 
agree with me that this has also been their experience as far 
as the board of health is concerned. But to return to the 
tenement house question. On King street, between Varick 
and Hudson, is a whole row of wretched tenements owned by 
Trinity church. They are in the most deplorable condition, 
and their wretched occupants said that it would do no good 
to ask that anything be done, for they had asked in vain over 
and over again. At No. 522 Washington street is another 
specimen tenement which Trinity owns. Its condition is 
almost as bad as the rest of which I hav spoken.” 

Trinity church, it will be remembered, is the cor- 
poration which holds some $15,000,000 worth of 
property, $9,000,000 of which pays no taxes. The 
corporation derives an income of some $400,000 per 
annum from its holdings, most of which is paid by 
the tenement houses. The policy of the directors is 
to receive all and giv nothing. A few years ago 
about all of the houses owned by Trinity were let for 
gin-mills and infamous, houses, but of late years the 
corporation has claimed that none of its property was 
occupied by other than reputable people. The in- 
vestigations of Dr. Gunn—who, by the way, has for 
many years been a subscriber to Tar TRUTH SEEKER— 
conclusivly prove that in making this claim the 
secretary of the corporation has been wilfully mis- 
taken. 

A friend givs us the further information that dur- 
ing the recent cold snap in this city a tenant of 
one of these wretched Trinity church dens was 
ejected for non-payment of thirty dollars rent, and 
his family and his few household goods placed upon 
the sidewalk. This was done under the personal 
inspection of one of the directors of the corporation. 
In another house owned by Trinity, the stairways 
were in such a rotten condition that a woman fell 
through, bruising her leg and causing an abscess to 
form upon her thigh. Since then, our friend, a mem- 
ber of the Constitution Club, says the corporation 
has expended a few dollars in repairing the stairway. 
How many more of such cases will come to the light 
through the investigations of the club is, of course, 
not known, but it is believed there will be many. 

The barbarity of this Christian association control- 
ing such an immense amount of property is revolting. 
The Constitution Club wil hav earned the heartiest 
thanks of all decent people if it can force these fol- 
lowers of the “meek and lowly Jesus" to pay some 
attention to the commonest requirements of civiliza- 
tion. 

——— — — 9-9— —— —— —— 

Bradlaugh in Parliament. 

A despatch from London, dated the 13th inst., 
describes the swearing in of members of the new 
English Parliament. We clip that portion relating 
to the taking of the oath by Charles Bradlaugh: 

‘There was a crush of members offering themselvs to take 
the oath on the meeting of the House of. Commons to-day. 
They were sworn in in batches. Among the crowd was Mr. 
Bradlaugh, who cordially shook hands with the speaker. 
Mr. Peel, before the swearing in of members began, said it 
was his duty to iuform the house that he had received a let- 
ter from Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, chancellor of the exchequer 
and Conservativ leader of the House of Commons, regarding 
Mr. Bradlaugh, and giving a historical retrospect of the lat- 
ter’s case, which, Mr. Peel said, need not be read. The lat- 
ter also said that Sir Michael Hicks-Beach thought that Mr. 
Bradlaugh should not be allowed to take the oath without 
the house being afforded a chance of expressing an opinion 
on the subject. He believed that the house, when fully con- 
stituted, would decline to sariction the administering of ‘the 
oath to Mr. Bradlaugh. My. Peel said that he was unable to 
recognize anything done by a previous Parliament in regard 
to the case of Mr. Bradlaugh, and he (the speaker) was 
powerless to prevent him from taking the oath. He could 
take the oath and take the risks of the law if any were in- 


volved. Mr. Bradlaugh stalked the floor of the house ina 
defiant manner, kissed the Bible unctuously, shook hands 


* 


with the speaker smilingly, and drove away directly after 


being sworn im. He was heartily” cheered. as he depts 


from the building by a large crowd of his supporters who. 


were gathered outside. There is a growing desire among 
the Conservativs not to exclude Mr. Bradlaugh from the 
House of Commons. It is believed that the government will ` 
not insist upon excluding him ‘unless urged to do so.” 

In a letter to the Pall Mall Gazette, Mr. Biad 
laugh says: “I hav always believed the Parliament- 
ary oath to be fully, completely, and unreservedly ,. 
binding upon my conscience.’ 


As a lawyer winning his case we must congratulate. E 
From the stand- 
point of a Freethinker we do not precisely under-. 


Mr. Bradlaugh upon his success. 


stand his position in this last statement. 
oe eg ge 
The Museums Again. 

The Christian papers and preachers of this city 
hav suddenly awakened to an intense interest in the 
workingman. They all want him to hav a Saturday 
half-holiday, so he can visit the museums and feast 
his eyes on the treasures contained therein. This 
interest is commendable, but suspicious. The suspi- 
cious part is that every time they urge the Saturday 
half-holiday they denounce the movement for the 
Sunday opening of the museums. 

The latest examples of this suspicious interest in 
the horny-handed laborer are the Christian Advocate 


and the Independent—both able journals in their: 


way, but monstrously unfair toward opponents. 
Three ways of opposing the Sunday opening of the 
museums hav been developed during the past two 
months. 
Union. The second is to quote from English author- 
ities that workingmen do not want the museums 
opened. The third is to say that as the museuins 
are partially supported by private donations, the 
donors should be allowed to control the museums. 


The Christian Advocate dwells upon the first two 
Mr. Buckley opposes 


of these so-called arguments. 
the Sunday opening because Mr. Samuel P. Putnam: 
is urging it. He dislikes Mr. Putnam because back 
of him is the American Secular Union, with Robert 
G. Ingersoll as president, and back of the Union are 
the Infidels of the country. 

To this, of course, there is but one reply. It is 
true. But if the Infidels are the only advocates of a 
public benefit, so much the better for the Infidels, 
and so much the worse for the Christians. 
however, history repeating itself. 

The Advocates second point, quoted from Mr.. 
Jesup’s pamphlet, that the English people do not: 


open their museums on Sundays, is entirely irrel- 
In England. 


evant, and scarcely worth noticing. 
church and state are directly united, and the church; 
largelv controls the will of the people. To say: 
the English people do not want the museums: 


opened on Sundays is to say that the church does: 


not want them. We in this country do not want, 
and. do not care for, the opinions of the English. 


clergy. But that Mr. Jesup may be entirely wrong,: 


and that the English people really do desire to hav 
the museums opened, is not impossible. 
this from the London Truth: 


** The Manchester Art Gallery was last Sunday thrown open - 


to the public free of charge, and over twelve thousand arti-: 
sans availed themselvs of the opportunity of visiting it. 
These numbers speak for themselvs, and prove strongly that 
the working classes are only too glad to improve their minds 
when the chance is given them on a day on which they hav & 
few hours to call their own. And here is another proof that 
the privilege was not in any way abused. All the catalogs 
which were lent were returned at the door with one single ex- 
ception, and that was sent back by post on the next day." 


The Zndependent bears down upon the dollars and 
cents side of the question. Taking Mr. Jesup's pam- 
phlet as authority, it thus states the case: 


‘“ The collections on exhibition in both the Metropolitan 
Museum and the Museum of Natural History hav been made 
by private gentlemen, at their own expense. By agreement 
with the city, and for the benefit of the city, the city provides 
& place for their exhibition—good buildings and good loca- 
tion. The city also appropriates fifteen thousand dollars a 
year, exactly, to the support of the museums. This is used 
in part for salaries, and in part to keep the buildings in.re- 
pair. Less than half the expense of equipping the museums 
is paid by the city. Thus the Museum of Natural History 
has received during its existence, omittiug value of public 
land on which it stands and building, a total sum of $430,- 
888.18. Of this $$110,722.99, or a little more than one-quarter, 
has come from the city. The rest has come from generous 
private patrons. It costs twenty-five thousand dollars a year 
for the current expenses of this museum, and of this ten 
thousand dollars has to be paid by members and trustees. . 

- The city has not organized the museums, has not pro- 
vided the objects on exhibition, and pays but three-fifths of 
the expense of kecping them open.” 


The first is to abuse the American Secular. 


It is, 


We copy. 


ba 


“could scarcely be made. 
"Sióh of the truth is the little parenthetical sentence, 
x omitting value of the. publie land on which it stands 


"hav eost the city an enormous sum. 


more misleading, not to say dishonest, statement 
The most protuberant eva- 


and building,” and the mori: decided insinuation that 


'; both museums cost the city but $30,000 per year. 


In the first place, the buildings: for the museums 
New York is: 
now paying interest on $958,000.00 worth of bonds, 
representing money, given to the Metropolitan Mu- 
seum of Art, and the American Museum of Natural 
History. We do not know precisely how this has 
been divided“ between the two, but as the Metropoli- 
tan Museum received one year $162,500.00 for enlarg- 
ing the building, it is presumable that the Natural 
History Musenn has receiyed that much less than the 
Metropolitan. * Taking. the $162,500.00 from the 
$958,090.00 given to both leaves $795,500.00 divided 


. between them—if the division has been fair. This 


would giv Mr. Jesup’s institution $397,750.00. Add 
to this the $110,722.99 which he acknowledges hav- 


ing received from the city up to January 1, 1885, and 


we hav $508,472.99 against $320,115.19 received from 
all other sources. It will be seen, therefore, that’ in- 
stead of the city having ‘paid but a little more than 
oné-quarter of the expense of Mr. Jesup’s museuin it 


, has paid nearly two-thirds of the total expense of 
' building and running tlie museum. 


The other point in the Independents editorial is 
that it costs $25,000 per year each to run the mu- 
seums, of which the city pays only $15,000 to each.. 
Again is the statement misleading. Allowing that it 
costs $50,000 per year to maintain both institutions, 
we affirm that the city spends more than four times 
as much upon the museums as do the “generous 
private patrons." The trustees and the “generous 
private patrons” contribute about $20,000 annually 
to the support of the institutions. The same institu- 
tions cost the municipality of New York $84,580.00 
annually. The stock of these institutions is in three 
issues, as follows: 


Principal. 


Interest. 
At 4 per cent,. $2,000.00 $80.00 
re e 291,000.00 14,550.00 
£g i. $s 665,000.00 39,900.00 
Total, ; $958,000.00 $54,530.00 


Add to the interest on the stock of these museums 


the $30,000 given to them annually, and we hav 


$84,530.00 as the annual cost to the city of the insti- 
tutions which, according to the Christian president of 
the American Museum of Natural History, and his 
Christian echoes in the city, are chiefly provided: for 
by“ generous private patrons.” . O Humbug, what a 
snug nestling-place thou findest in the church ! 

And now, in addition, comes Mr. Jesup asking for 
$200,000.00 more for his museum. We are afraid 
this straw will break the. camel’s back. Already the 
museums cost the tax-payers $84,530.00 per year, and 
they get no good from them, because the doors are 
locked on the only day the most workers can spare 
the time to visit Central Park, but Mr. Jesup mod- 
estly asks them to take on the extra burden of $12,- 
000.00, annual interest on another issue of stock of 
$200,000.00! But before recommending this grant 


‘we recommend our Board of Estimate and Apportion- 


ment to carefully read these resolutions from the 
JDoycotter, a journal representing the Central Labor 
Union, an organization numbering from thirty to 
forty thousand workingmen: 

** WHEREAS, Expenditures for the use of museums, libraries, 
and other institutions which are not open on Sunday, are 
not for the benefit of the working people, inasmuch as they 
cannot enjoy these institutions unless they are open to the 
public on that day: 

t Resolved, That we protest against the granting of anymore 
sums of money from the public treasury for the support of 
the American Museum of Natural History and the Metro- 


: politan Museum of Art while they are closed on Sunday, and 


taxpayers are deprived of the benefit of the funds thus 
appropriated. 

‘Resolved, That, as workingmen, we especially protest 
against the appropriation of $200,000 for the enlargement of 
the American Museum of Matural History, except on the 
condition that it is open on Sunday. 

** Resowed, That these resolutions be sent to the board of es- 


.. timate and apportionment as a protest against such expe’ di- 


tnres, where the rights and enjoyments of the working” >- 
ple, who bear the greater part of the burden of taxation, 3 
‘not considered.’ 

We recommend, also, that the arrogant officials of 
the museums pay a little more heed to the expressed 


wishes of the people of this city, or what the’ sity is 


|-limber the press, truth’s mightiest engin. 


“now doing for the institutions. under their manage- 


ment may be undone. If the trustees.do not grant 
the secretary of the American Secular Union a hear- 
ing upon the petitions now in his hands, or if:they 


point-blank refuse to open the museums, it seems to | ; 


us that public sentiment will compel the politicians 


to refuse any further aid from the city. If the pres- | 


ent'movement shall hav no. beneficent. fruition, an- 
other and another will be organized. When the peo- 
ple thoroughly understand their wrongs, they are 


| very apt to see them righted. 


—49—9—^— ` 
Editorial N: Pe ü 


: Tur editor of the Journalist, in k 


newspapers,” observes: .“ The truth in a nutshell is, that the 
world moves... Its news must be gathered and printed at 
légst once, sometimes twice, and occasionally three or four 
times, a day. Prejudice and theological batteries cannot un- 
Doctors of divinity 
well know, but hate to confess, that the progréssiv American 
editor is a more influential teacher to-day than any of the 
surpliced cranks who disgrace the pulpit and mire réligion by 
hypocritical acts and words. Striving against the inevitable, 
they blindly aim to prevent Freethought, and would dictate 
to men and women of culture what brain nourishment is re- 
quired, and when it ought to be taken. Out upon Such cant 
and Phariseeism! The accepted and veceptable newspaper 
of this era is a daily. Its has no vacations. Its calendar is 
an unbroken year. Holidays it ignores (save to report their 
haps and mishaps), and the Sabbath is only one day of seven 


in a week of events which the people expect to hav published. | 


As the Ministerial Union ‘is lagging so far behind the age, 
I summarily jerk it before the bar of public opinion.” We are 
afraid Mr: Forman will injure the sensibilities of some of the 
clergy by these rather frank remarks. © ` 


Lasr summer several murders were committed in Texas in 
a yery mysterious manner. This winter two other crimes of 
of the same nature hav followed. The authorities hav been 
unable to trace the murderers, whose work was performed in 
& peculiarly cruel way. One woman had a sharp instrument 
driven into her ear, penetrating the brain. A servant-girl 
was brained with a hatchet. Others were put to death in 
various fiendish ways. 
were convinced, they found the. murderer in the person of a 
Mexican who is crazed by religion., He is, he says, controled 
by the Almighty, who moves him and directs his actions, and 
one of the directions is to go out. at night and draw blood. 
Probably he has been a Roman Catholic, and believing that 
the ancient bloody work of this church was the. Lord's 
doings, is trying to emulate the pices examples of numerous 
churchmen. : 


ae ee 

Tue Whitminster Secular School, founded by Mr. Glegg 
Bullock, a wealthy English gentleman, and under the super: 
vision of the editor of the Secular Review, is in a very flour- 
ishing condition. T. Evan-Jacob, thé principal, writes to 
the Review that the merits of the school are being widely rec- 
ognized, Professor Huxley being among those commending 
the institution. '* We are," says Mr. Evan-Jacob, “a god- 
less, prayerless crew,” but every day's work of the school is 
commenced with this exhortation: “ Be good, be honorable, 
be true, and let your speech be pure." If the boys follow 
out this exliortation, there can be no fear for their future. 
They will be of much greater worth to the world than the 
goody-goody young hyposrits graduated from theological 
seminaries. 


Tue publishers of the Popular Science Monthly hav notified 
us that General John Newton, chief of engineers, United 
States army, originator of the plan and director of the work, 
has prepared a complete account of the operations for the 
removal of the obstructions at Hell Gate, from thcir be- 
ginning to the explosion of Flood Rock, in October last, 
which will appear with full and new illustrations 8s the lead- 
ing article in the February number of the Popular Science 
Me romthly y. 


Tus Denison, Tex., Sunday Gazetteer acknowledges having 
receiyed from this office a ‘‘ valuable little work entitled 
‘Social Wealth,’ written by J. K. Ingalls.". The editor has 
read it and “ finds it brimful of information,” and proposes 
to review it extensivly in his subsequent issue. As the Sun- 
day Gazetteer is edited by men whose good opinion is worth 
having, this will encourage Mr. Ingalls. 


Tue government of Russia is very loyal to Greek Cathol- 
icism, and forbids dissenters to print within the realm any 
books upholding their religious ideas. But, not practicing 
the precept of Jesus to turn the other cheek when smitten on 
one, the dissenters.hav established a large printing-house in 
Roumania, from which vantage-point they are flooding Rus- 
sia with pamphlets. 


A CLERGYMAN in Massachusetts is said to hav unexpectedly 
become heir to half a million of dollars. The Independent 
hopes that he will keep right on preaching the gospel of 
Christ, and. doing all he can to save sinners, but THE TRUTH 
SEEKER will wager ducats that he won't. Clergymen care 
very little for sinners when their own bread and butter is se- 
cure. 


Tue Christian at Work thinks that the Christian who 
asked for the enforcement of the old Maryland statute that 
punishes by boring with a red-hot iron a hole through the 
tongue of the blasphemer, when Cc:onel Ingersoll first lect- 
ured in Washington, was ‘‘over-zealous.” A trifle, we should 
say! : 


giving valuable space to. 
what the Ministerial Union, a Philadelphia coterie of evan. | 
| gelical imbecils, has lately voted to remark about Sunday 


Last week, the authorities of. Austin: 


Tus last allocution of Mr. Joachim, otherwise professional 
dope Leo XIIL., meets with disfavor at the. German capital. 
The German rulers think that the deference shown. Mr. 
Joachim in asking him to arbitrate in the disputé over the 
Caroline Islands has puffed him up with vain conceit. 


Ec Congregational clergymen. of Connecticut are endeav- 
pring to suppress Sunday newspapers. So far they hav met 
with no success. , But suppose the Sunday newspapers 
should set out to suppress the Congregational clergymen? It 
wouldn’ t take long for them to do it. 


: A RELIGIOUS journal broadly insinuates that in their mis- , 
S oai efforts the various denominations care more for de- 
nominational triumphs than for spreading the gospel—‘more 
for the sect than for the sinner.” No doubt, no doubt; ’tis 
buman nature. PME 


: THE Rev. A. T. Pierson estimates the cost of each convert 
£o: Christianity in “heathen” countries at $80, ** while the 
&verage cost of each convert in Christian lands exceeds 
tn ^. Wethink he has put the price of the heathen too low. 


: Tux Rev. Mr. Downs's latest. aphorism is that ‘‘ The mo- 
ment a man becomes a Christian he is exposed to fire." Let's 
see: Mr. Downs began to be fired at when he committed 
adultery. 


|: For the first time since the Reformation . Scotland has re- 
.furned a Catholic to Parliament. It is believed that John 
. Knox turned over in his grave when he heard of it. 


: Tur death of Vanderbilt, says John Swinton, will not ma- 
terially lessen the price of members of the legislature in open 
market at Albany. 


— e i — 
Lectures and Meetings. 
.i W. S. BELL gave four lectures at Atlanta, Illinois, on the 
15th, 16th; and 17th inst., and another of five lectures at 
Minier on the 19th, 20th, 21st, 22d, and 24th. Letters will 
reach him addressed to 802 State street, Chicago, Il., care of 
F. F. Follet. 


: Owrne to the severe blizzard which swept the Missouri 
valléy during the first days of January, E. C. Walker was de- 
layed in opening the midwinter campaign, but finally got off 
on the 11th inst., and is now at work in central Kansas, and 
is ready to fill lecture Ere e anywhere in the state. 
Address him at Valley Falls, Kansas 


J. E. Remszune is still at work in Kansas. His program 
for January is as follows: Republic City, 9th, 10th, and 11th; 
Lincoln Center, 18th, 14th, and 15th ; Minneapolis, 16th, 17th, 
and 18th; Niles, (Sunday afternoon) 17th ; Delphos, 19th and 
20th; Enterprise, 21st; Newtus, 22d; Halstead, 23d and 
94th; Council Grove, 25th, 26th, 27th, 28th, 29th, and 30th. 
Mr. Remsburg will come East again about the first of Febru- 
ary. His engagements extend up to April, and he can accept 
no more calls at present. 

: Tue Liberals of Linesvile, Pa., and vicinity will hold a a 
four days’ meeting in that place, beginning Saturday. evening 
Jan. 23d. The object of this convention is to advance Free- 
thought and present the Nine Demands to the people. The | 
convention will close on Tuesday night the 26th with a ball. 
and supper. Among the speakers will be Chas. Watts, W. 
F. Peck (speaker and singer), Harry Hoover, Rev. J. B.. 
Frost (Unitarian), O. P. Kellogg, and others. The Linesville 
Liberal League extend a cordial invitation to Liberals every- 
where to be present and help giv the meeting emphasis. 
People from abroad will be entertained free as far as possible. 


` W. F. Jamizson abandons his Texas trip in expectation of | 
a debate at Omaha, Nebraska, and to giv the Minnesota Ad- 
ventisis their fill of debate. He proposes twelve nights’ de- 
bate with Elder Hill, if the Adventists and Freethinkers can 
arrange the preliminaries. Jamieson has just closed lis 
lecture engagement in Dexter City, Mo., and says he found a 
royal band of Liberals there. The bitterly cold weather ' 
militated, however, against a large uttendance. Seven lect- 
ures were given instead of the five as announced. He will 
remain another month in Missouri, and invites Liberals of 
Kansas, Missouri, and Nebraska who want lectures to write 
him at once at Joplin, Mo. 2 
R. B. Borraxp, of Toronto, writes: ‘‘ Charles Watts has 
been handling the Irish question, home rule, etc., to the 
great satisfaction of the Toronto public as expressed in the 
daily press, and since he cannot induce the Christian preach- 
ers to come forth from their hiding-places in the cowards’ 
castles, the pulpits, and meet him face to face on the public 
platform, he has taken occasion to answer the sermon of a 
popular divine in the Temperance Hall to a large audience, 
and with crushing effect. On Monday and Tuesday, Jan. 
25th and 26th, Mr. Watts speaks at Linesville, Pa.; Sundays, 
Jau. 81st and Feb. 7th, at Pittsburgh; Sundays, 14th and 
91st, at Chicago. Friends in the West requiring Mr. Watts's 
services should send applications at once to his permanent 
address, 82 Berkeley street, Toronto, Ontario, Canada, or to 


the Truri SEEKER office. 
— eoo 


Mr. Parton and the Sabbath Question. 

James Parton thus commends Remsburg’s *'Sabbath- 
Breaking :” 

** Excellent, bold, direct, indes: 
pact little book upon ' Sabbath-Breaking.’ 
break —oh, break it all to pieces! 

** T feel more and more, as I hav felt for forty years, that ` 


our evangelical Sabbatarian religion is the most pernicious 
influence human nature was ever subjected to since its evo- ` 
lution. It is a blighting curse upon men, women, children, 
and nations. It bars our road to true greatness as it has 
Holland's and England's. He is the true patriot who wars 


| upon it.” 


I mean this com- 
Break, break, 


Letters from pru 


New York, Jan. 16, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: Friday, the Sth, at 11 r.m., I left New York 
for Troy. In this case it was a cold night when New York 
was left. The air was full of grit that came sweeping down 
the street like a sand-blast, polishing the sidewalks and pave- 
ments, and filtering assiduously into the ears of the pedes- 
trians. I was going to Troy to help Mr. Reynolds run his 
stereopticon, and having got a check put on the big trunk 
marked ** C. B. Reynolds, Illuminated Paintings,” I climbed 
into à car. It was a sleeping car prepared to be occupied in 
that capacity. On account of the size of the berth Iremoved 
my shoes before entering it. A young woman came along 
and popped hastily into the berth opposit mine and some 
_ two and a half feet distant. Soon I hear sounds of a strug- 
gle. Isitthe blizzard toying with the roofs of houses and 
tops of chimneys? Itisnot. Itisthe young woman trying 
to get out of her clothes in preparation for sleep. The strug- 
gle continues till far toward morning. It is no small athletic 
feat for & man to shed his duds in one of these railroad berths ; 
what it must be for à woman is more a matter of speculation 
than of certainty. 


Arriving at Troy Saturday morning, I expected to meet 
Mr. Reynolds at the depot. He was not there, but the storm 
was, and the snow blew through the long building as though 
the structure were the nozzle of a big bellows filled with flour. 
I waited in the depot for an hour, amusing myself by looking 
out upon the scene of desolation which the streets of Troy 
presented. At the end of that time I chartered a vehicle on 
runners, navigated by & somewhat mercenary Trojan, and 
drawn by a pair of Trojan horses that would hav caused the 
priest Laokoon considerable deeper misgivings than those he 
experienced at the sight of their great prototype. This vehi- 
: ele took me to where Robert Wade livs on Tenth street ; then 
it took Mr. Wade and myself to where Professor Nelke was 
shoveling snow off the sidewalk. The professor explained 
that he was fond of shoveling snow, and as-it did not come 
in the summer he took advantage of the winter months to 
gratify his desire for that kind of recreation. Professor Nelke 
told us that Mr. Reynolds was boarding with the estimable 
Mrs. Simmons, who keeps an establishment for hungry 
people on Fulton street. We repaired to Fulton street. A 
nymph from the Emerald Isle said Mr. Reynolds had gone to 
the depot, and there we cornered him. He was accompanied 
by his son Clinton, à strapping youth of seventeen. The ex- 
reverend expressed no contrition for not having been at the 
train two hours before. Ifear that his fifteen years in the 
ministry had the effect to indurate him. 


All through that day the storm raged. We got our para- 
phernalia conveyed to the Spiritual Parlors on Broadway—a 
hall occupied by the Liberals and Spiritualists; spread our 
screen, and trimmed the stereopticon to bear on it, manu- 
factured the gas necessary for the illumination, and then, 
when evening came, we waited for the crowd torushin. I 
may say here that the crowd failed to rush our way. Mr. 
Reynolds had expended about twenty dollars in advertising 
the exhibition, and all the papers had given him good notices. 
He had also distributed a few free tickets. We were an- 
nounced to begin at 7:30. At ten minutes before eight one 
man came timidly in on a complimentary ticket. Three 
more followed, each bearing a complimentary ticket. Then 
four other men came and paid a quarter apiece, and a boy 
deposited ten cents with the treasurer. This was our audi- 
ence—small but intelligent, and critical to a high degree. 
The Liberals of Troy were not represented that evening, ind 
but two Spiritualists materialized. As Professor Nelke 
would remark: ‘‘ Er kam in sein Eigenthum, und die Seinen 
nahmen ihn nicht auf;” which being interpreted means that 
he came to his own and his own received him not. At eight 
o’clock sharp we darkened the hall, and turned on the pict- 
ures. Mr. Reynolds described them briefly, and the audience 
looked on. There was no chance to find fault with either the 
views or the lecture. 

The door receipts were $1.10. 

When Mr. Reynolds went back to Mrs. Simmons's that 
night it cannot be said that he was in the exalted mental 
State to which the sudden acquisition of wealth sometimes 
raises a man. Still he was not discouraged. 

The next day he addressed the Secularists in the same hall. 
His subject was that old serpent which is Satan and the 
devil. It is a powerful lecture, and I enjoyed it very much. 
Wherever Mr. Reynolds goes he carries a banner with ** Sus- 
SCRIBE FOR Tux TRurA SEEKER” painted on it in big letters. 
He had this nailed up beside him on the platform, and pre- 
faced his remarks by calling attention to it. The result was 
several subscribers. I met here a number of people whom I 
was glad to make the acquaintance of. Among them were 
Mr. Hiram Wilbur, who presides at the meetings, Mr. Mor- 
rissey, Mr. Edgar Brown, Mr. Jeffers, Mr. Wattenburg, and 
others. These are subscribers to Tue TRUTH SEEKER. They 
inquired with solicitude for the man with the. badge-pin. 
The opinion was expressed that a meeting of the Liberal Club 
was worth going a long way to attend. This opinion I did 
my best to confirm. 

The address of Mr. Reynolds was cordially received. 
Nothing was heard but expressions of delight, and I cheered 
myself with the thought that the lecture would repair the 
disaster of the night before. You can therefore imagin that 
a cold chill struck me when a member arose to ** move you, 
Mr. President, that in default of other remuneration, @ vote 
of thanks be tendered the speaker for the admirable address 
to which we hav listened." The motion prevailed, but Pro- 
fessor Nelke wouldn't hav it; so he opened a subscription 
list, and & comfortable sum was shortly subscribed. 

Jn the evening Mr. Reynolds went to Albany with Mr. 


7 


Wade, and addressed the Secularists there both to their satis- 


faction and his own. 

The weather continued terribly cold. The ; air was sharp 
enough to cut hair with, and breathing it was like drawing a 
wire through the lungs. .The snow had put a high collar on 
all Troy, and the inhabitants of the city of shirts were happy. 
Monday evening we had over a hundred beautiful views 
ready to exhibit. A dozen people were present, enjoyed the 
entertainment, and went away delighted, promising to come 
again and bring their friends. Total receipts, $3.50. 

At this juncture affairs began to wear 8 serious and frown- 
ing aspect. The receipts did not pay for the gas required to 
illuminate the paintings. Expenses were accumulating with 
a dogged persistency with which it was impossible to inocu- 
late the receipts; and, worse than all, here was one of the 
best shows possible on earth going along with nobody to 
look at it. Mr. Reynolds was not discouraged, but he said 
he believed the people of Troy had no desire to be either 
amused or instructed. The proposed prize fight between 
Paddy Ryan and John L. Sullivan had the public eye, and 
nothing would be permitted to intervene. It was certain, too, 
that “Spiritual Parlors” was not a favorable place for the 
materialization of audiences. 


Tuesday our lecturer was struck with the thought that 
perhaps the inhabitants of Coxsackie might relish a stereop- 
ticon entertainment, and away to Coxsackie he went. Ashe 
passed out the door he casually observed that he might not 
return until the next day, in which case he would expect me 

to ‘do the cackling.” The subject for that evening was 
* Japan, China, and Italy." Now, as you know, I was born 
in America, and hav not paid particular attention to the study 
of oriental customs, habits, and scenery. Besides, I am not 
an orator, as Brutus is, and possess none of those arts which, 
in conjunction with gall, secure the attention of an audience. 

The afternoon wore away and Reynolds didn’t come. I 
made a hasty list of about one hundred views, and arranged 
them beside the stereopticon. At eight o’clock Reynolds 
still tarried, and we had a larger audience than we had seen 
before. Fifteen minutes past eight, and the void remains 
unfilled. With a large effort I gathered myself up, resusci- 
tated my vocal organs from somewhere in the region of 
my boots, and broke ground by explaining why Mr. Rey- 
nolds was not there. Then I lowered the gas and dodged 
behind the screen where the stereopticon was and passed in 
the views. The first one had a picture of a nest with some 
open-mouthed young birds in it. Those, I took it, repre- 
sented the audience. Next I gave them a picture of D. M. 
Bennett, and explained about his going around the world and 
obtaining these views. The third picture gave us a scene in 
Japan. In this Land of the Rising Sun I got lost, tangled up 
in its jungles, buried under an eruption of its volcanoes, and 
its people looked contemptuously at me out of their oblique 
eyes. We wandered around Yokohama, Kioto, Nagasaki, 
Kobé, and other cities. From Japan we skipped across the 
sea to China, loafed around among the temples and tombs 
there, and then slid off to Italy. Scenes here became more 
familiar—the leaning tower of Pisa, views of Venice, the 
Rialto where Antonio guyed Shylock; St. Peter's at Rome, 
the Forum, the Coliseum, the amphitheater, and all the other 
interesting structures that went toruin before my day. Like- 
wise I gave them Pompeii—which word perhaps I did not 
pronounce right; and colonnades and temples beyond num- 
ber. A fact which I did not divulge to my audience was that 
the views were as novel to me as they could possibly be to 
any one else, that being the first time I had ever seen them. 
How the persons present enjoyed the entertainment I had no 
means of knowing beyond an occasional furtiv snicker when 
something of a less depressing nature than usual was said. 

At the close one lady said it was real nice, and another said 
the entertainment was pretty good, but that it would prob- 
ably hav been a great deal better if Mr. Reynolds had been 
there. 

Wednesday morning the wanderer returned. Nothing of 
a very attractiv nature had been held out to allure him into 
any of the propinquous towns, and he concluded to stay in 
Troy. Ileft him and his boy Wednesday afternoon prepar- 
ing fora matinée. Clint has had no experience in running 
the instrument, but he worked last fall with a threshing- 
machine, and it is said he can feed as fast any two men can 
cut bands; hence I infer he will hav no difficulty with the 
stereopticon. Before I got out of Troy I consulted perhaps 
a half dozen nativs to find out why they were so apathetic 
toward so good an entertainment. The verdict unanimously 
condemned the hall as being inaccessible, and in addition 
there is, as a reporter of the Telegram said, a strong prej- 
udice here against Spiritualism. The town is full of the 
Holy Ghost. The “ Spiritual Parlors ” are enough to kill any 
entertainment held in them. If the public had known how 
few of the Spiritualists showed up at our exhibitions, they 
might hav buried their prejudice. Professor Nelke, how- 
ever, a Spiritualist, worked for us, as I may say, like a 
Trojan, and left nothing undone that he could do. But 
prejudice against the hall, coupled with inaccessibility, did 
its perfect work, and the public wouldn’t come: Mr. Rey- 
nolds may yet return, like Mazeppa, and bring their houses 
down every night. . 


These pictures should be shown all over the country. 
They make a most instructiv evening's entertainment, and 
Mr. Reynolds is a lively and interesting talker. My experi- 
ence in Troy has confirmed my previous estimate of him— 
that he has come into Liberalism to stay. There may be 
honester and earnester men in the work than he, but I hav 
never seen them, and, owing to the precariousness of our 
earthly tenure, I don't expect I ever shall. 

My trip to Troy has been worth something to me, if it has 
not materially boomed the cause.. A thousand incidents oc- 
curred that will furnish food for cheerful reflection. Besides, 
I met with the Freethinkers there, and I giv you my word 


they are ‘people worth knowing. 
stance, to meet a man like Mr. Hiram Wilbur. . 


liberty as fresh and inspiring now as ever, The Liberals at 
Troy hav a pleasant meeting-place, when you get to it, and 
hav considerable home talent. There seems to be no reason 
why the Secular Society of Troy should not grow. There is 
certainly room enough, and, I should say, sufficient ne- 
cessity. i 
Anyway, I took home with me from Troy a subscription to 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER, and orders for several ANNUALS, besides 
bringing a mind stored with large and silver-plated chunks of 
experience, GEORGE MACDONALD. 


VINELAND, N. J., Jan. 2, 1886. 
Mr. EDITOR: 
continue my TRUTH SEEKER. And while I hav my pen in 
hand I wish to say a few words on Mr. Wakeman’s review of 
‘Rational Communism.” The two last paragraphs of that 
review are in my opinion untrue and unjust to Herbert 
Spencer, and misleading to some of the readers of Tue 
TRUTH SEEKER. I consider the philosophy of Herbert Spencer 
far in advance of the teachings of any one of this or any other 
age, and for anyone to say that the sociological teachings of 
Mr. Spencer are worthy only of contempt is misleading to 
those not acquainted with the writings of Mr. Spencer, and 
a reckless assertion to those who are. If ‘‘A Capitalist,” or 
Mr. Wakeman, attempts to build a square society from 
unsquare men they will find that Mr, Spencer’s teachings are 
worthy of some respect. P. ROTHWELL. 


Barre, Mass., Jan. 1, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: In answer to L. S. Burdick in to-day’s issue— 
for I wish to be prompt and brief—let me say : 

First, Y will “ tell,” as he requests, again, as I hav done 
already, in Dec. 5th in those “ Remarkable Seances,” that I 
did not take ** Mr. Truesdell's assertions," but the evidence 
of my “ own senses instead.” 

Second, It is all right for L. S. Burdick to speak for himself 
and assert: “I know that independent slate-writing is a 
fact,” if he does know, but what right has he to affirm; ‘So 
does Mr. Truesdell know it; so does Ella E. Gibson know it ?” 
I know that Ella E. Gibson does not know it, notwithstanding 
the positiv assertion of L. S. Burdick to the contrary. 

And, Third, I know further that she is willing to “suffer 
the just retribution of her own act,” in ** prostituting her pen 
to such low mud-slinging (?),” as he terms it. 

Fourth, “Now, what isthe object of the article referred 
to? Simply this, to create a sale for Truesdell’s book." In- 
deed! Mr. Truesdell is not a dead-beat, dependent on the sale 
of ** Bottom Facts” for a living. He could giv away every 
copy and never feel the loss. My object in having the seances 
was to satisfy myself; in publishing them, to enlighten others, 
as I stated in the article. Yours composedly, 

Erra E. Gissox. 

P.S.—Thanks to N. G. W.,of Burr Oak, Mich., for his very 
sensible article in to-day's issue. E. E. G. 

Sr. Carnerine’s, Mo., Dec. 80, 1885. 
I need not say to you that I admire Tun 
Inlooking over your sübscription list you 


Mr. EDITOR : 
TRUTH SEEKER. 


will find that I hav been a subscriber from the first number - 


published in Paris, Ill., never having missed but one number 
in that time, and hope I may never miss another one while I 
liv, which may not be long. When my subscription fails to 
come to time you may make up your mind that is the last of 
the Mohican. For forty years I hav been what is termed an 
Infidel, never trying to conceal it, especially from preachers, 
who claim to know something about the Bible. 

The average Christian knows but little of what is in the 
Bible. When the brothers talk to me about sinning against 
God I say to them, ** I know nothing about your God; there 
may be one and there may be a thousand; I hav no evidence 
of any; but if thereis a personal God and I hav ever sinned 
against him, and if I know just how I hav done it, I will try 
and make all reparation in my power to undo what Ihav done." 
In looking over my past life I think of but one thing that 
Idid derogatory to his character. 
days, when I accused him of being the author of the Bible. 
But my early | edueation ought to be. a good excuse for me. 

W. E. CRANDALL. 


LowkELL, Mass., Jan. 5, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $5 for two years’ subscription. 
I am very glad that you hav decided to illustrate your pa- 
paper, and hope its circulation may be greatly increased 
thereby. I will recommend it to all Liberal friends with 
whom I meet, and do the best I can to get some of them to 
subscribe. Yours respectfully, N. D. Bursam. 


La Cresornt, Miny., Dec. 30, 1885. 

Mr. Eprror: I received a couple of copies of your paper a 
few days since and must say that I appreciate it very much. 
The biography of the late Elizur Wright, who spent the best 
efforts of his life in the interest of four millions of human 
beings as against the tyranny of masters, is good. It will 
bring to the minds of many who are prejudiced by the belief 
that thejranks.of Freethought are destitute of prominent men, 
that one of the most conspicuous leaders in the strife for 
emancipation was a Liberal, who with Wm. Lloyd Garrison 
and Wendell Phillips form a trio of Liberals who shed more 
light upon the horrors of slavery than all the sermons thun- 
dered from the oracles of superstition; who originated and 
supported the grand theme of emancipation.which orthodoxy 
never dreamed of ; who labored away the better years of their 
lives in the interest of a cause which they believed both 
just and noble. 
scale—sixty millions against four millions. “Yes, Mr. Editor, 
you hav entered upon the work of liberating sixty millions 
of human beings from the wretched confines of intellectual 


lt is. encouraging, forin-^' k 
He has been .. 
a Freethinker for fifty years, and he finds the idea;of mental . 


Inclosed find one dollar, for which please . 


Seeing is knowing, is it not? | 


That was in my younger ` 


This is just your mission—but on a larger . 


~A 
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i 
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slavery—from the disease of superstition—from the seeming 
hereditary creeds of Christendom. Work on, and may you be - 


trading, or to find social enjoyment. 


‘them. 
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A. D. CAMPBELL. 


heartily supported by your followers. 


Brooxtyn, Dec. 22, 1885. 
Mr. Eprror: I think it would be useful for a great many 
Freethinkers, and the Freethought propaganda, if adherents 
of Freethought could meet with as much material advantage 
and welfare as possible, and if every Freethinker could be 
informed as to the best place to secure a situation, to do his 
In order to carry out 
such a plan it would be necessary, for instance, to establish 
colonies of Freethinkers, and to strengthen the colonies 
already existing; to provide Freethinkers with as many vacant 
placés as possible; to protect inventors, authors, artists, if 
they : are Freethinkers. I my it would be the best to estab- 
lis? an international agency for that purpose, which could be 
kept up by small fees. 
To any gentleman or lady who would like to join me in 
such an undertaking I shall be glad to giv information. 
I am at home from 11-12 A.«., from 4-6 and 8-9 P.M. 
D Dr. Baran, 162 Union street, Brooklyn. 
The other Freethought papers are requested to copy. 


SPRINGVILLE, Uran, Dec. 12, 1885. 

Mr. Eprror: It isa hard matter to sell any of our Free- 
thought publications here, for the people are so bound by 
prejudice, and so full of superstition, there seems to be no 
room in their hearts for anything of a pure and truthful 
nature. But whenever I g^t a chance to sell any of the little 
books hought of you I do so, and then send and replace 
I spoke to one merchant here about keeping and sell- 
ing FreetLodght publications, but he declined. I think the 
trouble is ‘that our merchants are afraid to hav our reading 
matter in their stores; they doubtless think they would lose 
many of their customers thereby, and most likely this Free- 
thought business has got to be too strong food for them as 
well aghe most of their customers. With the exception of a 
very #w, the people here decline to assist me in the spread of 
Freetnought—they fear the power of these Christian organi- 
zations. Still there isan element of Freethought here, and 
even now it has its effect on the community. I don’t expect 
the Christian to like me so long as I pick at his idols, yet I 
intend to treat all civilly and kindly; show them the better 
way when they desire to investigate. But there are some 
people who know all there is necessary for them to know; it 
is embraced in their creed, and they want no more. They 
claim to get truth from the right source and to know that 
their church is the only true one, and that God acknowledges 
it as his own, and they all do, so far as I know. 

I send a bill of what is wanting this time, and $4.15 to pay 
for it. Respectfully, Luxe Wm. GALLUP. 


EUREKA, CAL., Dec. 17, 1885. 
Mr. Eprror: Being unemployed this winter, and a friend 
having loaned me several numbers of Taz TRUTH SREKER, I 
hav enjoyed a literary feast such as seldom falls to the lot of 
a poor wage-worker. It contains so many logical and con- 
vincing proofs of the utter falsity of Christian dogmas that 


had I not lost faith in them years ago I certainly should do so 


now. Among other things I hav been specially interested in 
the conclusions arrived at by Materialists and Spiritualists, 
both having very able advocates. I long since evolved in my 
mind a theory-that differs from them both, which may inter- 
est some of your readers, and, to those who think me wrong, 
induce them to set me right. Regarding the words mind, 
soul, or spirit as synonymous, definitions to the contrary not- 
withstanding, I hav and do still believe in a nature mind. 
The Materialist describes it as inherent force or motion, the 
Spiritist calls it spirit, but I call it an activ intelligent princi- 
ple that: permeates everything, like electricity. And though 
it may lie dormant like a person in a trance, or like the veg- 


: etable kingdom in winter, for a long period of time, yet it 


‘mistake, to me, to speak of only three kingdoms. 


does recur and spring into activity from time to time. To 
illustrate, when a person sleeps he loses consciousness (that 
is to say, it lies dormant), but it cannot be said that his con- 
sciousness is dead or annihilated. If nature does not think, 
how then was it possible for her to evolve laws and eternally 
enforce them so as to bring forth such a vast multitude of 
diversified objects—-as grasses, trees, flowers, fruits, etc., 
with their innumerable variety of shapes, colors, shades, 
and tints in the vegetable kingdom, not to mention the ani- 
mal and mineral kingdoms? And here let me say it seems a 
Would it 
not be more proper to say the feathered kingdom, the finny 
kingdom, and the insect kingdom, instead of saying the 
feathered tribe, and so on? But, to resume the subject, I ask 
is it possible that nature could do these things without intel- 


. ligent design? I also believe that inasmuch as it takes so 


many drops to make the ocean, and so many atoms to com- 
pose the earth, so our minds are individual elements of nat- 
ure’s intellectual consciousness, and our bodies a combina- 
tion of elements of matter that, in the event of death (change), 
separbte and mingle with other elements, and form other ob- 
jects. And. how do we know that nature, in secreting 
seed in the animal organism, does not also secrete the intel- 
ligence (mind) of those who hav lived on earth heretofore, 


. and thus liv in this life again, only under different circum- 


stances, and occupying a different tenement (body)? Again, 
those forms of matter which manifest difference of race may 
attract those intelligences which will exhibit sympathetic 
traits of feeling common to both, and I conceive it possible 
that our individual minds can unite with vapory substances, 
and appear visible to our sight under certain conditions, al- 
though the conditions at present required are crude and per- 
plexing. Yet more intelligent conditions may, in time, be 
discovered, just as machinery and improved implements hav 
supplanted the rude implements and crude methods of past 
ages. Perhaps learned and scientific men may consider my 


idea inconsistent and foolish, and may, like several men I 
hav known, prefer & knave to a fool, though I think that 
amounts to offering a premium on deceit, trickery, and 
theft. A fool is often a simple-minded, honest man, but a 
knave never. The above are the characteristics of a knave, 
and he will always practice them when an opportunity offers. 
We should pity a fool, but despise a knave. So I hope those 
who consider me a fool will act accordingly. 

I will now write a few lines about the land question. I 
think Henry George’s book, ‘‘ Progress and Poverty,” is a 
masterpiece, and, leaving out his religious views, only lacks 
execution. Mr. Malcolm has also written some sensible let- 
ters on the subject, and you said it is something to be hoped 
for but not realized, but I don’t see why. All newly dis- 
covered truths are repelled by the masses because of their 


‘prejudices, but by persistent effort in teaching them they 


gradually relax their intolerance, and appreciate their benign 
influence. I think it the duty of those who hav means, leis- 
ure, and the cause of humanity at heart, to try and educate 
and stimulate the people with the fire of patriotism for their 
own mental, social, and political freedom, and that of every 
individual in the United States. The Secular Union hav a 
heavy burden, and they are wrestling with it vigorously. But 
I do wish it would not break their backs to carry two more 
straws, 7.¢., woman suffrage, and non-vested rights in land. 
Alas! the people are in a state of apathy, and those who are 
said to be the servants of the people hav usurped the sovereign 
power of the people, and wield it to the misery, degradation, 
and premature death of the laboring classes. H. DELMAR. 


SPokaNE FALLs, W. T., Dec. 26, 285. 

Mr. Eprror: Tug TnorH SEEKER of the 19th inst. makes 
very sensible remarks upon the *'Suppression of Mormon- 
ism." One sentence in the final paragraph, however, con- 
tains the germ of what is more dangerous to free institutions 
than would be a score of Salt Lake cities. The sentence in 
question asserts that ‘‘ Congress may deal with the inhabit- 
ants of Utah as citizens, or, if they break the laws, as 
criminals." 
from which Congress gets authority to meddle with inlabit- 
ants anywhere except in the District of Columbia? 
Congress has always, legislated for the territory.” So it has. 
Thomas Paine says that wrongs contemplated for a long 


time assume a superficial appearance of being right, and the 
Constitution says that “the powers not delegated to the 


United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the 


states, are reserved to the. states respectivly, or to the peo- 
Congress shall hav power to dispose of and make all 
needful rules and regulations respecting the territory or 
The inhabit- 


ple. 


other property belonging to the United States.” 
ants are not property, and social affairs are not property. 


If Congress may make laws without Constitutional sanc- 
tion for one purpose, or upon one pretext, then ‘‘ Good-bye 
No one can tell to what extent the usurpation 


Mary Ann." 


may be pushed. Joun F. WATKINS. 


Dexter, Me., Jan. 8, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $2 on my subscription. 
I am in arrears please let me know. 
with your able paper. 
for your paper it is very interesting to me. 
great pleasure in reading Colonel Ingersoll’s lectures. 
word is to the point; not & word lost. 
Elizur Wright ! 
for your paper. 
inhabitants, with six churches. 
am surrounded by humbug and superstition. 


fully indorse the sentiments of your paper. 
views exactly. S. M. IxeALrLs. 


Brunswick, Mo., Jan. 1, 1886. 
Mr. Eprron: Please find inclosed $1 for 
Book” and the ‘‘ Besant and Hatchard Debate.” 


Why don’t your lecturers make their passage east and west 
from St. Louis to Jefferson City and up on the north side of 
the Missouri river to Kansas city some time, for God knows 
if he knows anything about it, this north side has as much 
need of the Gospel of Humanity as any place on the patron 


that I hav evcr seen. On that route to Kansas are Jefferson, 


Moberly, Salisbury, Keetsvillc, Brunswick, Carlton, Kansas 


City, ete. 


And of Brunswick I can say, of my own knowing, they 
There are a number of 


hav never had a Liberal lecture here. 
still Liberals here. Our mayor and the editor of our local 
paper, the Brunswicker, are certainly Liberals, together with 
a number of others, but Mother Grundy is supreme here. A 
revivalist by the name of Misanhamer left Brunswick a few 


days ago after having administered the Holy Ghost to 305 of 


this community. Come over into Macedonia and help us. 
If there is any balm in Gilead let there be a physician that 
knows how to apply it. 

Please say to Brother Reynolds that I hope he may come 
next summer to Brunswick with his Tent. I hav not the 
pleasure of his acquaintance, but think he in part is pon. 
sible for naking my daughter follow the law instcad of the 
gospel, but I will forgiv him, with all my heart, if he will 
come here with his Tent next summer. His board will be 
free with me as long as he will stay, up to three years, and I 
will do all I can to help in the cause. Wa. TYLER. 


BALLSTON SPA., N. Y., Jan. 10, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: Mr. C. B. Reynolds gave two lectures in this 
place January 5th and 6th. They were entitled, ‘‘ Bible 
Sabbath” and ** Honest Answers to Christian Lamentations.” 
Only a few were present, but they were thinkers. Brother 
Reynolds has sown seed that will take deep root, and if he 
comes here next summer with the Tent he will find plenty of 
hearers, as there are many people who now wish they had 


plied to the Campaign Fund. 


in Tue TRUTH SEEKER. 


Will Tug TRUTH SEEKER point out the source 


* But 


When 
I cannot dispense 
You hav so many able men writing 
I hav taken 
Every 
What a tribute to 
Ishould like to get some new subscribers 
I liv in a town of about three thousand 
You can easily judge how I 
I am now over 
seventy years of age, and by observation and experience I 
They are my 


“ Infidel Text 


heard him. One reason why they did not is that all the God- 
houses in town were having a week of prayer, but I am ex- 
pecting to hear from him soon, and then I will try to fix a 
date that will not conflict with the Lord’s anointed. Hoping 
we shall hav the pleasure of hearing Brother Remsburg, and 
that you and THe TRUTH SEEKER pne may enjoy a happy 
New Year, I am as ever, 


Yours in the cause of Humanity, Wo. THORPE. 


WoopnsTock, Vr., Jan. 11, 1886. 
I send you an order for ten dollars, to be ap- 
Yours, ete., 
Joun D. Powers. 
Isend two dollars for the pictures 
J. D. P. 


Mr. EDITOR: 


P.S.—A second thought : 


Mownoneaueta City, PA., Jan. 7, 1886. 
Mr. Eprron: On Monday evening, December 28th, Prof. 
W. F. Peck delivered his famous lecture in Jr. O. A. M. 
Hall on ** Evolution versus Creation.” The attendance was 
small, but well pleased, and should Professor Peck visit this 


town again a large attendance will greet him. 
R. F. Hi. 


Newsoreu, N. Y., Jan. 10, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $1, according to promis, 
for pictorial department. 
I had intended making some reply to Miss H. Gardener, on 


‘her sex being omitted, or excluded, as she terms it, in the 


Nine Demands. I thought the whole human race came 
under one head, but I do not think I should be able to cope 
with her, and do not wish to provoke argument. 
Your last picture is pretty hard on the blowers. 
Rurvus W. MIDDLETON. 


BRATTLEBORO, Vr., Jan. 2, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find 75 cents, for which send 
me Tue TRUTH SEEKER, on trial, for three months. 

It was not until quite recently that I knew of the publica- 
tion of so valuable a journal as Toe TRUTH SEEKER, my 
friend A. L. Frisbie, one of your subscribers here, being the 
first to call my attention to it, he kindly loaning me a copy to 
read. And I wish to say that in Mr. Frisbie you hav a stanch 
advocate of Freethought, a tried and true man, who dares 
think, speak, and act, regardless of the clergy and of public 
opinion. If we had more men like him it would not require 
many years to revolutionize the religious world. Unfortu- 
nately, however, Brattleboro, although the oldest settled 
town in the state, and with a population of six thousand, is 
very conservativ, there being nine churches within its limits. 

These are also supplemented by a branch of the Salvation 
Army from Brooklyn, N. Y., and a Young Men's Christian 
. Association. But what a travesty on religion is this army of 
bummers and chronic deadbeats! How proud the sanctified 
devotees of Christianity must feel of such an attachment! 
Slang, cast-iron cheek, and the holy Bible seem to be their 
stock in trade. They lie in wait for the weak-minded, and 
hav succeeded in capturing a few imbecils, but it is rather 
up-hill work for them, and sooner or. later they will hav to 
‘move on.” They implore everyone to put his trust in 
God, but when they first struck this place they immediately 
sought the protection of the police, showing how little con- 
fidence they had in the almighty themselvs. A Swede, two 
niggers, à variety actor, and several fallen women hav joined 
this religious show, and they make night and day hideous 
with their incessant howling and baboonish conduct. One 
woman sent her daughter away from. home to prevent her 
from joining the army, and then became a member herself. 
Last week they were unceremoniously fired out of several 
billiard saloons which they visited, but that had no percepti- 
ble effect on them, for they were just as defiant and persis- 
tent afterward in their efforts to intrude themselvs where 
they had been kicked ont as though nothing had happened 
to them. Talk about gall—if you want the genuin thing, 
join the Salvation Army. 

A few Sundays since, the Baptist divine, Rev. F. S. Tower, 
informed his congregation that the number of Freethinkers 
was decreasing. He also said that they were trying to over- 
throw the church and government, all of which his credulous 
dupes swallowed whole, as they would a sugar-coated pill. 
Was one of these ‘‘ public charges" ever known to tell the 
truth, anyhow? If Mr. Tower will take pains to instruct 
himself in regard to Freethought statistics, he will probably 
be somewhat surprised to learn that there is considerable ac- 
tivity among Freethinkers yet, and that instead of their num- 
bers decreasing, they are increasing, and, further, that it is 
the Catholic and Protestant churches combined that are try- 
ing to destroy this government by attacking the Constitution 
of the Uuited States, and not Freethinkers, as this quibbling, 
canting, indigent church mendicant very well knows, if he 
knows anything. Let this reverend prevaricator and falsifier 
of Freethinkers post himself in regard to the same before at- 
tempting to tell others that which he knows to be a ite. The 
world to-day is groaning under the curse and burden of an 
army of just such men as this dominie, and always will, un- 
til it refuses to longer support them in their fruitless en- 
deavors to Christianize the world. S. H. Farr. 

— e $-9————— —— 

WE regret to hear that Mr. Charles Watts has been confined 
to his bed for some time with sickness which at one time as- 
sumed a rather serious aspect. 'The illness was brought on 
through a chill caught in the Canadian provinces. Several 
lecturing engagements had to be canceled. Fortunately Mr. 
Watts has quite recovered, and is about to start upon his 
tourin the States. Friends West requiring lectures should 
communicate with Mr. Watts at 82 Berkeley street, Toronto, 
Ont., Canada. AJ his letters will be forwarded to him with- 
out delay. 


a EEG 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 23, 1886. _ 


Children's Corner: 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixon, Falt 


River, Mass., to whom alt CORI EERIE Hor 
this Corner should be ‘sent. : 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
'That is known as the Childrens Hour » . 


The Private's Glory. 


Sweet little major, he mounts my knee, 
And the tender blue eyes look at me; 
“Tell me, popsie, just.once more, 

What did you do when you went to war?” 


And then I tell of the autumn day 

When the Forty-seventh marched away; : 
How Cromwell died at Jackson town, 

And Miles on Corinth field went down: . 


“But how many rebels, tell me true,  . 

Did you kill, then, and the whole war through ?" 
And I tell him then, with eager zest, 

How Jo. Reed blew up a limber chest. 


But the major sticks to his question still, 
* How many rebels did you kill?” 

So I told him how, near the set of sun, 
The charge was made and the battle won; 


And how, the day. McClure was shot, 

When Vicksburg’s fight was fierce and hot, 
Brave Sain Law took C Company in 

Through flame and smoke and the batteries’ din ; 


How over our heads the battle broke 

With screaming shell and sabre stroke, 
And he wanted to know, the little elf, 

“ But how many men did you kill yourself?” 


‘Say, tell me, popsie, say you will— 
How many rebels did you kill?" 
So I told him the truth as near as might be— 
As many of them as they did of me. 
—AR. J. Burdette. 
a 


New Year Resolutions. 


There were three little folks, long ago, 
Who solemnly sat in a row, 

On a December night, 

And attempted to write 
For the new year a good resolution. 


* T will try not to make so much noise, 
And be one of the quietest boys,” 
Wrote one of the three, 
Whose uproarious glee 
Was the cause of no end of confusion. 


“ I resolve that I never will take 
More than two or three pieces of cake,” 
Wrote plump little Pete, 
Whose taste for the sweet 
Was a problem of puzzling solution. 


The other, her paper to fill, 

Began with, “ Resolved, that I will—” 
But right there she stopped, 
And fast asleep dropped 

Ere she came to a single conclusion. 


———————9-99— — — ——— 
Quite a Story. 

Once there was a man. whose name was 
Phipps—William Phipps. He was born of 
poor parents away up in the state of Maine, 
in the year 1651. 'The family was large, Wil- 
liam being one of twenty-six children, twenty- 
one of them boys. He used to tend the sheep 
when a lad, and also do little chores about 
the farm whiere he lived with his father. At 
eighteen he learned the trade of ship-building 
and at twenty-two he went to Boston, and it. 
was then he learned to read and write, and, 
with the exception of some arithmetic, this 
was about all the book education he received. 
But he hada good deal of nativ talent and 
shrewdness. It was about this time he mar- 
ried a widow with some means, which she 
used to set him up in business, But he did 
not seem to succeed very well and failed. 

“ I guess I can go to sea,” he said, and he 
took what little money he could scrape .to- 
gether and bought 8 vessel. Some one had 
whispered in his ear that there were vast 
treasures hidden underneath the big foaming 
billows, and that recently a noble Spanish 
bark had been lost on the Bahama coast, and 
solid gold and silver bars had gone to the 
bottom with her. He made up his mind to 
go and search for the buried treasure. With 
a stout heart and brave purpose he started on 
his self-imposed mission. But he was doomed 
to disappointment. He lost his vessel and 
never found the treasure. . 

Some old sailors spun a long yarn about a 
ship that had been wrecked fifty years be- 
fore, away on another coast, and she was 
said to be more weighted’ with gold and 
silver than the one he had been in search of. 

Most of the people thought it was only an 
idle tale, a made-up, fairy-like story, but 
Captain Phipps believed it to be true. And 
what did he do but go to England, march 
boldly up to King James, and, telling him the 
story of the sunken treasure-ship, ask him 
to let him hav a craft to go'and get the 
buried gold and silver? 

The king listened, and finally let him take 


| a vessel called the Rose Algier, in which to 
go and bring back the great bags of gold that 


Phipps was so confident. was to be had for the 
going where it was. He set sail with bright 
hopes, and was gone two years and did not 
find a thing. The crew became discouraged 


‘| and told him he had better turn pirate: -ihat 


he could find plenty of treasures on top of 
the water, and that he would never find any 
under it. But Captain ‘Phipps had no inten- 


tion of turning pirate and hoisting the black. 


flag, and, as his men were so uneasy, he 
sailed back to England with thém. 

He was not: discouraged, however, and 
wished to try his luck again, but the king 
would not furnish him with another vessel. 
The duke of Albemarle then came forward 
and said that he himself would bear the ex- 
pense of another trip. So away went Cap- 
tain Phipps once more in search of buried 
treasure. i 
.. Arriving at the spot where he believed the 
sunken ship lay, he sent down a diver to 
see what he could find. Up he came pant- 
ing, with a handful of seaweed, and declar- 
ing that he had touched a Spanish g gun. 

“Go back and try again !” said Captain 
Phipps. Down, deep down under the waters 


| went the diver, and tlie next time he came up 


‘he brought a silver bar. 

. “Hurrah! Hurrah !” said the gallant cap- 
‘tain. “We hay found the long-sought treas- 
ure, and our fortunes now are made.” 

Down went the divers again and again, and 
every time they came up they brought treas- 
ures of all kinds—silver pitchers, silver bas- 
kets, a solid silver table, great boxes full of 
silver and gold coins, bags of gold, caskets of 
gems, and a cross of solid gold set with rare 
and costly jewels. 

When he sailed back to upland you can 
imagin how proud and happy he was with 
his ship-load of treasures. The duke of 
Albemarle received him with open arms, and 
when the treasure was counted it was found 
to be worth more than three hundred thou- 
sand pounds—some assert that its value was 
really much more. than two millions of dol- 
lars. 

For his share, Captain Phipps ‘received a 
hundred thousand dollars, was made .a 
knight, and appointed high. sheriff of New 
England. 

Sir William Phipps returned therefore with 
great honor to his nativ land, and became af- 
terward governor of Massachusetts. 

He was very pious and belonged to the 
North church: in. Boston, where Cotton 
Mather was minister. He believed. in witch- 
craft, but his last act while he was governor 


| was to issue a general pardon to. all who had 


been accused and convicted of. that curious 
offense. He died. in England in 1694 at the 


| age of forty-four. 


He had a great deal of Puritanic zeal, but 
was not more süperstitious than the pcople of 
his time. He was à man of good intentions 
and great perseverance. The history of his 
life reads like a romance, and it verifies the 
old adage that “Truth is stranger than 
fiction." 
ee 

The Wonders of an Egg. 

Everyone who eats an egg eats a sermon 
and a miracle. -Inside of that smooth, sym- 
metrical, beautiful shell lurks a question 
which has been the Troy town for all the 
philosophers dnd scientists since Adam. 
Armed with the engins of war—the micro- 
scope, the scales, the offensiv weapons of 
chemistry, and reason—they hav probed, and 
weighed, and :experimented, and still the 
question is unsolved, the citadel unsacked. 
Professor Bokorny can tell you that albumen 
is composed of so many molecules of carbon, 
and nitrogen, and hydrogen, and can persuade 
you of the difference between activ and pas- 
siv albumen, and can show by wonderfully 
delicate experiments what the aldehydes hav 
to do in the separation of gold from his com- 
plicated solutions; but he can't tell you why 


from another a bantam.: 

You leave your silver spoon an hour in 
your egg cup and if is coated with a com- 
pound of sulphur. Why is that sulphur there? 


the bones of the future hen. There is plos- 
phorus also in that litttle microcosm, and the 
oxygen of the air, passing through the shell, 


unites with it, and the acid dissolves the 
shell, thus making good, strong bones for the 
chick, and at the same time thinning the 
prison walls. Chemists know a good deal 
now about albumen, and if they cannot tell 
us why life differentiates itself therein and 
thereby, they can tell you how not to spoil 
| your breakfast _ by overdoing your egg. 


from one egg comes a ‘‘little rid hin," and 


Wonderful that evolution sliould provide for: 


The Size and Power of the Sun, 
. The sun is the life of us all. It keeps the 
world going. All terrestrial energy is but 
solar energy at second-hand. I will not dis- 
cuss the distance of the sun, its dimensions, 
etc., and the methods of ascertaining them, 


although I might make a very .interesting- 


lecture from that point of view; but I will be- 
gin at once by stating a few facts, which are 
essential to an understanding of the sun's.con- 
stitution. In the first place, then, the size of 
the sun is something enormous-—absolutely 
beyond our power of conception. It is a 
great þall about 860,000 miles in diameter, or 
110 times the diameter of the earth. Perhaps 
that means nothing to you; but just for a 
moment imagin yourself at the center of the 
sun, if it were possible for^you to liv there. 
Suppose tle earth were placed'in the center 
of. the sun, where would the: moon come? 
Why, it, would be only a little more than half 
way to the solar surface. If the earth were 
at the center of the sun, the moon would cir- 
cle around the earth about half-way from the 
center of the sun. to its surfacé. The radius 
of the sun is about. 430,000 . miles, and the 
distance of.the moon from the earth is only 
:940,000 miles; .so that if we lived in the cen- 
ter of the sun its shell would make an admir- 
able sky for all the lunar motions. Next, the 


sun is about a million and a quhrter times the’ 


bulk of the earth.: Take 1,800000 earths and 
roll-them into one ball, and it would make a 
‘sphere about the size of the sun; but the sun 
is not correspondingly massiv, for it'is only 
about 230,000 times as heavy as the earth. It 
follows, of course, that it is not so dense as 
the earth; it is only about one-quarter &s 
dense, or a little more than the density of 
water. A bushel of sun would weigh only 


about a quarter as much as an average bushel | 


of the earth. "The sun, therefore, cannot well 
be a solid substance, Itis nota ball of rock 
like the earth, but probably a greát bubble—a 
mass of gases surrounded by aishell of cloud. 
Its power of attracting bodies!is very great, 
of course, because its mass is'so enormous. 
On the-surface of the sun a body would weigh 
nearly twenty-eight times as much as on the 
earth, so-that if I were'on the ‘surface of the 
sun I would be crushed. . I could hardly lift 
my hand to my head, for the fórce of gravity 
would be twenty-eight times as strong as it is 
here, and it would increase the weight so that 
a pound here would weigh twenty-eight 
pounds there. Of course, you will see at 
once that this is & very important fact, as 
bearing on the constitution of the sun.— From 
a Lecture by Prof. C. A. Young. 
o a ———- 
. Our Puzzle Box. 


1.—SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT. 

If à person who was born blind, and who 
had known the shape of objects only by the 
sense of touch, should bc restored to sight, 
could he tell a sphere from a cube without 
| touching it? Wx. Scorr. 

9.—CHARADE. 
In possession, I register one ; 
By permission, my second is done; 
With the two I am one for a meal, 
Either swine-flesh, or mutton, or veal. 
Isaac A. Poot. 


3.—ANAGRAM. 


“Though Barbarism jeers Renk bangs.” 
West Union, 0. J. F. BEOR. 
4. —MATHEMATIOS. 

.There is a square field such that the num- 
ber of rods around it are cqual:to the number 
of acres within it. How many acres does it 
contain? G. W. WILLIAMS. 

5.—A SHARP-SHOOTER’S INVOLVED CHARADE. ` 

Make a mark a mile wide, 

Half a mile to each side, 

And fire in—the center—precise ; 
Only fire in reverse, l 

And the whole will rehearse 

And the name of your gun it supplies; 

Irwin, Iowa. J. K. P. BAKER. 
ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN THE CHILDREN’S CORNER, 

JAN. 9, 1886. 


L—AMAMA 


2.—An onion-—-It draws tears (steers). 3.— 


44 4-0 per cent. 4.—20 1-2 per cent. 
SoLvxns.—Joseph F. Levy, G. W. Williams, 
W. R. King. 


(I. A. Pool will please accept our thanks 
for box of valuable geological specimens. 
Also our thanks are due E. W. Phillips for 
elegant paper-cutter and _ ink-eraser.—Ep. 
c. ©] 

Another Prize, 

A copy of Edwin Arnold’s “ Light of Asia” 

is offered for the best poem contributed to 


inch than you ever heard of. 


the Children’ 8 Corner within a inonth of. this i 


date. 
pa — 9 .———— 


Correspondence. 


LEIGHTON, Ara4., Dec. 18, 1885. 

Dear Miss Wixow: I thought that I would 
write to you again, as I saw my other letter 
published in THE Trutm SEEKER. I like to 
read the Children’s Corner. J think. it is very 
interesting. Papa has taken Tus Trora 
SEEKER ever since I could read, and how 
long before I can’t remember, and I hope he 
will keep on taking it. I havn't been going 
to school very regularly this fall because 
had the whooping-cough, but I clerk in the 
store, for the fall here is the busiest time. 
Papa thinks I am great help to him. 

If you hav got time, please accept this i in- 
vitation: I will now invite you to come and 
see us. But the most attention we can giv 
you will be to show you the negroes. e 
can show you more negroes in a week than 
you ever saw, and more religion to the square 
They (the col- 
ored people) are very religious. If you come, 
I will hav them sing religious songs for you. 
Here is a part of one on a piece e of paper. 
This is all for this time. I hope I hav written 
this so you can read it. From your friend, 

LIBBIE A. TRAUTMAN. 
S,—1f I were there I could sing it better 
ae I càn write it. . 
A NEGRO SONG.  . . à 
“Some go to church 
` Dressed so fine, 
Dey ain't got Jesus 
In day: mind. 


CHORUS. 
** Heah Gabil blow 
In dat morn: 
“ In dat mornin’ 
Bright and fair, 
In dat mornin’ . 
Bright and fair, 
Gwine.to hitch 
Up my wings and try de air. 
CHORUS. 
** Heah Gabil blow 
In dat morn.” 


s 


[Libbie’s letter shows her to be bright and ` 


intelligent, liberal-minded and useful. Tns 
TRUTH. SEEKER and all our Liberal papers are 


-educators, and we are glad for those who hav 


the privilege of reading them. We should 
like. dearly to: visit Libbie some time, and 
hope we may in the future hav that pleasure; 
and we shall certainly enjoy hearing .the 
negroes chant their weird melodies.—Ep. 
C. C] 
BEEBE, Miom., Jan. 4, 1886. , 
Dear Miss Wixon:- As I see so many little 
correspondents in the Children’s Corner I 
thought I would write too. Iam eleven years 
old. I hav two brothers and two sisters. 
The oldest and youngest are boys; the young- 
est is twenty months old, and can ta]k every- 
thing. I wish you could see him; we think he 
is awful sweet. Papa got the TRUTH SEEKER 
ANNUAL for 1885. It is very nice, and we ad- 
inire the pictures very much. And; when 
Reynolds was at Ithaca he got Remsburg's 
^ Bible Morals” and “ False Claims." Papa 
and mamma went to hear Mr. Reynolds lect- 


‘ure; they said he lectured very nicely. I 


hope my letter will be printed. ' I will try and 
do better next time. Grace Q. Perr. 


[We are glad to read such a good letter as 
the above. Grace is having the advantage of 
healthy reading matter, and we trust and be- 
lieve she will grow up to be a truly noble 
young lady. We hope she will write again. 
Thanks for the motto card.—Ep. C. C.] 


PriexsTON, Misy., Jan. 5, 1886. 

Drar Miss Wixon: As I see so many little 
correspondents in the Children's Corner, I 
thought I would write too. I liv on a farm 
near the. Pipestone quarry.. The Indians 
come here every summer and dig pipestone, 
and make their pipes and tr inkets. 

Pa takes your paper, and four other Liberal 
papers. My pa writes poetry sometimes; he 
wrote a legend of the Pipestone ‘quarry. I 
think it is nice. 

Iam ten years old, and this is my first let- 
ter. If youthink it is worth publishing I will 
try and write again. ^ Your friend, 

Eva Wurrenmap. 

[It is a nice letter for the first one. We 
shall be glad to hear from Eva again.—Ep. 
C. C.] 

Pipersrows, Mins., Jan. 6, 1886. - 

Dear Miss Wixon: I'am visiting with my 
Aunt Eva, and she wrote a letter, so I thought 
I would write a little. I am six years old, 
and go to school every day. I liv a half- mile 
from the school-house. I liv in Pipestone. 
Pa does not take Tus Truru SEEKER, but I 
hav seen the Children’s Corner, and think it is 
nice, and thought I would like to hav my 
name in the paper, too. I don’t want to make 
my letter too long. Yours with love, 

Epira WHITEHEAD. 

[ We hope to hear again from Edith. 
time write about your pets and playmates, 
ihe school and your lessons: Ep. C. C.] 


THE TRUTH SEEKER | ANNUAL, 


Price, 25 centia. 


Next | 


HE TRUTH SEEKER; JANU 
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gents for the Truth Seeker. 


CALIFORNIA. 


: Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 


CANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto. 


' James Foster, Weland, Ont. 


ILLINOIS. : 
F. F.,Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 
' Bros., Chicago. : 

INDIANA. 


J. R. Monroe, Indianapolig. 


T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 
" MAINE. 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
` Mills). 
MASSACHUSETTS. 


Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 


MIOHIGAN. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
S. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
: MISSOURI. 
Dr. Wolff, 620 North 5th street, St. Louis. 


^. Joseph L. Andrew, Liberal. 


NEBRASKA. 


: Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 


NEW YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 865 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 
OHIO. 
N. Hexter, 303 Superior street, and Van Epps 
& Co., 259 Superior street, Cleveland. 
i OREGON. 
Wm. Chance, Astoria. 
A. Erwin, Lebanon. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
" PENNSYLVANIA. ; 
George Longford, 25 Otter st., Philadelphia. 
H. Clay Luse, Waynesburg. 
Dr. J. H. Rhodes, 505 4-2 North 8th st., Phila. 
W. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
TENNESSEE. : 
Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 
UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
D. F. Keeler, Park City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. . 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
f VIRGINIA. 
Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker, Snowville. 
A WASHINGTON, D. C. 
Brentano Bros. 
ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. 


PERSONAL. 


À man 42 years of age, a Liberal not wealthy 
but having some means, would like to correspon d 
with some lady who is also a Liberal, not over 35, 
of goed family, fair education, and willing to 
work. .Best of references fives and required. 
Object, marriage. Address C. W. P., 

Care TRUTH SEEKER Office, 


214 33 Clinton Place, New York. 
HISTORY 
OF THE 
INTELLECTUAL DEYELOPMENT 
Of Europe. 


By, JOHN. WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D. 


Revised Edition—9 vols—Price, $3. 


j Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
tf 83 Clinton Pl., New York city. 


The Perpetual Calendar. 


— Working the Year of Science 
` And the Common Computations. 
An Almanac Ff orever 


Showing the day of the week for any day of the 
month for all time past and present and to come, 
and other useful information. Price, 40 cents; 
three for $1. ` 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Canvassers address L. Martin, Brunswick, Ga. 


POCKET ATLAS 


Of the 


WORLD. 


Containing’ 


COLORED MAPS OF EACH STATE AND TERRI- 
TORY IN THE UNITED STATES; also 
MAPS OF THE CHIEF GRAND DIVISIONS, WITH 
COMPLETE INDEX OF EVERY COUNTRY ON 
THE FACE OF THE GLOBE 


Illustrated by more than One Handred 


. Colored Diagrams, Tables, Ete. 


The POCKET ATLAS OF THE WORLD con- 
tains 198 pages. Six pages are given to title, index, 
etc. ; 65 pages are full-paged colored maps, and 57 

ages are reading matter, colored diagrams, etc. 

he book is new throughout, everything being 
made expressly for it, The binding is flexible 
Leatheret&e—an imitation of Russia; gold side 
stamp, round corners, and red edges. 


Sent by mail to any address upon receipt of | 


50 cents by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
‘ 33 €linion Place, N Y. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


OR, 


MEN or Business Wuo Dip SOMETHING BESIDES 
Maxine Money. 


A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 
BY JAMES PARTON, 


This book contains 400 pages, plainly priuted, 
treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 
helped the world; together with eight portraits. 
Mr. Parton’s works need no commendation. They 
are standard. 


Price, - =- - = - $1.25. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
, 83 Clinton Place, New York. 


„AJ in a Lifetime. 


S P. Putnam’s W orks. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
. Its Scientific Solution; with some Criticisms of 
-Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
** & prose epic of the war, rich wit 
and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day."—JoAn 
Swinton's Paper. x 

Golden Throne, a Romance. “'The 
author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is within him. The bookis filled with 
manly thoughts, expressed in manly words— 
the transcript of a manly mind. Every Liberal 
should read‘ Golden Throne.’ »—ÍNGERSOLL. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 


shown there is much in harmony between 


them. Price, 10 cts. : 


Prometheus. A poem. *Itiscrammed | ^ 


with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”—Dr. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 
other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 
For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER Co. 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


Charles Watts’s Works 


The History of Freethought. Bound 
in cloth and lettered. Price,$1.95. CowTENTS: 
Section I. Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section ll  Whatit 
Owes to Mohammedanism. Section IIT. Free- 
thought Martyrs and Confessors. Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Sec- 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


The American Secular Union; its 


Necessity, and the Justice of its Nine Demands. : 


(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll.) 
32pagesin cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 


tiv. 22pagesin cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Christ'an Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the f* Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh. | Con- 
tents: The Origin of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and_ its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. 

Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are published at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS BACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible: Freethought and 
Modern Progress: Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
larism; Science and Bible Antagonistic; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. For all of 
the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. e^ 


FREETHOUGHT NOVEL-. 
The Heathens of the Heath. A finely 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonnell 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day o 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 

Family Creeds. By William McDon- 
nell author of “Exeter Hall" Price, cloth. 
$1.95; paper, 75 cents. 

Exeter Hall. * One of the most excit- 
ing romances of the day." Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. ] 

Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
À Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot's works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404 pages. $1.25. 

The Outeast. A deep, finely written 


Radicalstory. From the London edition. By 


Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. : 


30 cents. 
À Romance. By 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. “The great charm of 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 


personages are those one meets with in com-. 


mon life, and, are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 
ect to find, in such a marked degree, even 
rom so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks.” Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ELEMENTS 


UNIVERSAL HISTORY 


HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS 
AND FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. 


By Prof. 4. m. Cottinger, A.M. 


This book i8 just what the busy world of to-day 
necds—a perfect compendium of history from 2,000 
years B.C. on up to 1883, all in a nutshell.—Et- 
mina Senker. : 

As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place; in the family it would be no 
less importaut, as conveying information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan Wixon, 

Mr. Cottinger’s intentions in writing this book 
are excellent, and his staudpoint admirable. It 
may be commended as fulfilling its purpose of a 


concise and interesting historical text-book.— |. 


Milwaukee Sentinel, 
Priee, Cloth, $1.50. 
For Schools, in Quantities, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
Bible Fabrications Refuted 
and 
The Errors of the Bible Exposed 
BY O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 

Price, 15 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York, 


incident |. 


`| to sick and well. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. | 

The Greatest of all Anti-Bibti- 

z cal Works, .. o 
©. By THOMAS PAINE, 


“The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, ra cunti Eight copies for 


THE CRISIS. 

By Thomas Paine. 
Speaking of this work in connection with the 
roposed independence of erica from Great 
ritain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 


flaming arguments . . . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 


ration.” s 
Price, 35 cents. 
For either of these oe any of Paine's 


writings, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
T 33.Clinton Place, New York. 


- THE RISE OF 


INTELLECTUAL LIBERTY 


From Thales to Copernicus. 


| By FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND, Author of “The 


Reign of the Stoics.” 


“This is a book not only to be.read once, but to 
be kept and referred to, and pondered oyer from 
year to year. It is a guide-book of ‘Liberalism 
through the past centuries prior to 1600, the era of 
Copernicus and Bruno, It does not take the place 
of other histories like Gibbon, Hallam, or Lecky, 
but it makes them intelligible by pointing out. the 
white light that has been cast upon the lurid 
clouds of ignorance, superstition, and . cruelty, 
from the little stream of Freethought that has 
fiowed in its ragged, broken, and obstructed course 
down through the ages which now liv only as our 
realm of Memory and Admonition.” 


Octavo,.458 pp. PRICE, $3.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. ` 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 


SUBJECTS : 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one: hand- 
some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3,25—in English or German. 
‘A new cheap edition atonly $1.50. .. 

SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B. Foote, Five volumes, at$1 each, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2. 

SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth 
volume of “Science in Story.") 50 cents. 

.HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes.. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages. 
By Dr. Foote. 2cents. |. . . $05 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (Dime ` Pam- 
phiets).. By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, advocating personal and public hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; “Health in tbe Sun- 
beam,” considering the blue-glass cure—of value 
y mail, 10 cents each. 


HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). **TheLaw 


| of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pa. es; cloth 
y 


bound, $2; “Heredity,” by _ Loring Moody, 159 
ages, cloth, 75 cents; * The Law of Heredity,” by 
ESE Marsh, 10 cents: “The Alphabet of the 
: Human Temperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; “Generation before 
eration,” by. Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; “ Re- 
ports of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
eri 10 cents. ; URS Annaa Sonvennon of the 
nstitute of Heredity, May 29, cents. : 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


THE 
SHAKER EYE and EAR BALSAM 


SIXTY YEARS’ INVARIABLE SUCCESS. 
Best known remedy for all afflictions of these or- 
WEAK EYES, WEAK EARS, DEAFNESS, 
immediately 
reached. FAILING SIGHT. prevented. ROAR- 
ING OR DRUMMING OF EARS will cease. One 
box tells the whole story. .. ; 
Price by mail, 30 cents 
10t1 X 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY, 


theology, showing how the one has labored’ for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it. 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents; 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish that the friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


THE MODERN BALAAM. 


Showing the Balaam of modern times io be the 
priests. ` Itisa splendid pictorial argument. Price, 
per dozen, 30 cents; per hundred, $1.50, 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER ÇO., 
33 Clinton Pl., New York. 


KERSEY GRAVES'S WORKS. 


Sixteen ‘Saviors or None. By Krr- 
sry GRAVES, auther of the World's Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors; The Bible of Bibles, and 
Biography of Satan. Paper, 75 cents; cloth, $1. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thousand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
delineation of the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christiau Bible and an ex- 
amination of their doctrins. Price, $2. 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 35 cents. y 

The World’s Sixteen Crucified Sav- 

. lors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing new and startling revelations in 
origin of all the doctrines, principles, precepts, 
ud miracles of the Christian New Testament, 
and furnishiug & key for unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 
history of sixteen oriental crucified gods. $2. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
33 Clinton Place, New York, 


RY 23, 1656. 


Regen-. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and |. 


religious history, which disclose the oriental | 


ei 


TRUTH: 
A Poem in Three Parts. 
BY E. N. KINGSLEY, Truth Finder. 


SECOND EDITION. 


Price, % cents., ` THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York. < . 


CHRISTIANITY = 
4 REWARD FOR CRIME. 


Substantiated by the Bible. 
2 BY 
O. B. WHITFORD, M. D. 
Price. 10 Cents, | Per Dozen, $1.00, 


Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
. ` 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


REPLY 
TO REY. L. A. LAMBERTS 
“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.” 
| By B. W. Lacy. 


A thorough exposure of: the Catholic priets’s 
sophistry, unfairness, aud histor- 
. ical misstatement. 
Price, Cloth, si; Paper, 50 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and 
Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 


life, price, $1.50 each.. Every admirer of these 
aposties of Religious Liberty should hav these 
usts, ' T 


fron-Clad and Manna Series. 


IRON CLAD SERIES. 
Atonement. Charles Bradlaugh. 5cents. 
Secular Responsibility. G.J. Holyoake. 5 cts. 
Buddhist Nihilism. Prof. Max Muller. 10 cents. 
Religion of Innumanity. F. Harrison. 20 cta. 
Relation of Witcheraft to Religion. Lyall. 

15 cents. F 
Essay on Miracles. Dayld Hume. 10 cents. 
© Land Question. Charles Bradlaugh. 5 cents. 


Were Adam andi Eve Our First Parents? 
Charles Bradluugh. 5 ceuis. 


Why Do Men Starve? Charles Bradlaugh. 5 cts, 


Logie of Life, Deduced from the Principle of Free. 
thought. G.J. Holyoake. 1U cents. 


A Pica for Atheism. Charles Bradlaugh. 10 cts. 
Large or Small Families? A. Holyoake. § 
cents. ` 


Superstition Dispiayed, with a Letter of Wm. 
Pitt. Austin Holyoake. § cents. 


‘Defense of Secuiar Principles, Chas. Watts. 
§ cents. ` 


1s the Bible Reliable? Charles Watts. 5 cents. 
The Christian Deity. Charles Watts. 5 cents. 
Moral Value of the Bible. Chas. Watts. 5cta, 


Freethought and Moderm Progress. C. 
Watts: 5 ceuts. 


Christianity: Its Nature und Influence on Clviliza- 
tion. Char'ez Watts, 5 cents. : $ 


Thoughts on Atheism. A. Holyoake, 5 cents, 


Is There a Moral Governor of the Uni- 
verse? A. Holyoake. 5 ceuts. 


Philosophy of Seeularism. C. Watts. Sots. 
Has Man a Soui? Charles Bradlaugh. 5 cents. 
Is There a God? Charles Bradlaugh. 5cents, 
Labor’s Prayer. Charles Bradlaugh. 5 cents. 
Poverty; Its Cause and Cure. M,G.H, 10 cents. 
" Science and Bibie Antagonistic. C. Watts. 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. Charles 
Watts. 5 cents. d 
Logic of Death ; or, Why Should the Atheist Fear 
to Die? G. J. Holyoake. 10 cents. 
Poverty; Its Effects on the Political Condition of the 
People. Charles Bradlaugh. 3 cents. 
d MANNA SERIES. 
New Life of David. Charles Bradlaugh. 5 cents. 
200 Questions Without Answers, 5 cents. 
Dialogue Between a Christian Mission 
ary anda Chinese Manaarin. i) cents. 2 


Queries Submitted to the Bench of Bish- 
ops by a Weak but Zealous Christian. 10 
cents. ; 


Search After Heaven and Hell, A. Holyoake 
5 cents. i . 

New Life of Jonah. Chas. Bradlaugh. Scents. 

A Few Words About the Devil. Chas. Brad. 
laugh. Scents. 

New Life of Jacob. Charles Bradlaugh. 5 cents. 

Danieithe Dreamer. A. Holyoake. 10 cents. 

Specimen of the Bible. Esther A. Holyoake. 
10 cents. 

Acts of the Apostles; A Farce, A. Holyoake. 14 
cents. 

Ludierous Aspects of Christianity. A. Hol 
yoake. 1(¢cents. 
.Twelve Apostles. Charles Bradlaugh. 5 cents. 

Who Was Jesus Christ? Charles Bradlangh, . 
cents. 

What Did Jesus Teach? 
Scents. 

New Life of Abraham. Chas. Bradlaugh. 5 cts 

New Life of Moses. Charles Bradlaugh. 5 cents. 

A Seentlar Prawer. A Holvonke Per doz.. ete 


Charles Bradlgugh 


LÁ PLAN, 
tmore than 
300 times from our pians; 7te<«o well piaane titt it attords 
ample roum even for a large family- dst ù or shown 
above; on 2d floor are 4 bed rooms and m attie 2 more. 
Plenty of Closets, The whole warmed by one chimneys. 
Large illustrations and fnll description of the abet? 

as well as of 39 other houses, ranging in cost trom $400 up 
to $6,590, may be bound in “SHOPPELL'S MODERN LOW- 
Cast Horses,” a large quarto pamphlet, showing also 
how to select sites, get loans, £c, Sent postpaid on re- 
ceipt of50c. Stampstaken, or send $1 bill and we wilire 
turnthechange. Address, BUILDING PLAY ASSOCIATION, 
, (Mention this Paper.) 24 Beekman St., (Box 2702) N. Y. 


THE TRUTH SEE 


a 


Poetry. 


Exeelsior. 


The subjoined poem appeared recently in the 
Halifax Chronicle. Itis by an eminent Nova Sco- 
tian Freethinker, who, though self-taught, is famil- 
iar with Greek and Hebrew, and can converse in 
several modern languages. Although at present 
employed in the comparativly obscure, though 
honorable and useful, vocation of a country school 
teacher, it is to be hoped the world of letters will 
yet hear more of this accomplished writer and 

rilliant conversationalist.—R. J. MOFFAT. 


Mit Jedem Schritt wird weiter .. 
_Die rasche Lebensbahn; 
Und heiter; inimer heiter 
Steigt unser Blick hinan.—Goethe. 


'The age of the gods is past, 
The reign of man is begun, 

And the specters are vanishing fast ` 
"Neath the still ascending sun. 


The apostles of fear and of force, 
Though armed with celestial right, 

Hav finished the shameless course, 
Hav lost the unnatural fight. 


Opinions, once rooted as deep, 
And overshadowing all, 

Hav felt the morn breezes sweep 
And are swaying to their fall. 


Old power, once held to be firm 
As the everlastifig hills, 

Is reluctantly nearing its term 
As the popular mandate wills. 


Less bitter the sectary’s strife, 
More wholesome the social breath, 
As the growing hope in life 
Is supplanting tlie hope in death. 
No tyrant’s mock thunder e'er stilled 
The watchword by Liberty given 3 
‘But her mission will not be fulfilled 
Till the last ancient fetter is riven; 


Till not one heart that has bled 
Shall longer be trampled down 
And not one human head 
Shall put itself up for a crown. 


Cape Island. <M. H. Nickerson. 
————————4-$-99— — ———— 


A Mountain Out of a Molehill. 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: 
I notice that I am accused of “ backing down” 
from a debate with Elder Hill. Well, if my 
unwillingness to bear all my own expenses 
for a journey of several hundred miles, and 
receive no compensation for time devoted to 
such work, is a ‘‘back-down,” so be it. 

Tug TRUTH SEEKER says: ‘‘ Allowing it to 
be as Mr. Geddes says, Mr. Jamieson can 
only be blamed for not notifying the Free- 
` thinkers that he would hav to be remunerated. 
‘But let us hear Mr. Jamieson’s side of the 

story.” 

Well and truly stated. I would hav been 
to blame if I had not notified the Freethink- 
ers that I would hav to be remunerated. 
That is just what I did do. I offered to come 
and hold the debate for less than I receive for 
a course of lectures occupying the same 
length of time. In other words, I was will- 
ing to contribute $10 for the sake of having 
the debate with the Adventist. Indeed, I hav 
not been able to coax an Adventist into de- 
bate for the past eight years, and only one 
since I debated with Elder Miles Grant in 
Salem, Mass., in 1874. . : 

I stated to Mr. G. W. Rima, a stanch 
Liberal, what I could do, and suggested that 

an admission fee would probably defray the 
expenses of the debate. It was understood 
among the Liberals generally, in that part of 
the country, that I could not come and debate 
for nothing any more than I could travel over 
the United States and lecture for nothing. 
Nor did the Liberals expect me to do it. 
During the summer, fearing that the Ad- 
ventists might seek to avoid the debate, I 
wrote several times inquiring about the pros- 
pects of a war of words. I wrote to the elder 
also, and to this day not & line in reply hav I 
received from him. Mr. Rima wrote me, 
stating that the Adventists refused to allow an 
admission fee to be charged, although they 
were to receive one-half. He then said to them 
thatifthey wouldhold the debate at Sterling 
Center'instead of Good Thunder the Liberals, 
' who are quite numerous at Sterling Cen- 
ter, would bear the expenses by subscription. 

As the two places are but twelve miles apart, 

I believe, there was no valid objection to the 

change if they were as anxious for the debate 

as they try to make people believe. 

Up to the matter of admission fee, we 
agreed to everything they required. They 
refused to agree to anything we wanted. We 
asked nothing of them which Christians, really 
desirous of debating, hav not again and again 
consented to. I wanted to meet them then, 
while I was on the ground. They put it off 
four months, and then objected to every plan 
we could devise to bring about the debate. 
I could obtain not one word from my would- 
be opponent until the time appointed ex- 
pired, when he develops an astonishing eager- 
ness for the fray, and publishes far and near 
his wonderful victory in a battle w hich did 


not come off. I hav had several Christians 
fail to meet me according to: agreement, two 
this very season; one of. them last week tele- 
graphing me that he could not debate with 
me. 
over it. 

Hereafter I will insist that Christian con- 
troversialists comply with the usual ordér and 
rules of debate. It is difficult to get any of 
them to agree to a complete arrangement be- 
forehand. . 

.Now, what wil be thought of our- Chris- 
tian valiants when I tell your readers that my 
Liberal friends hav been trying their best to 
bring them to toe the mark? Under date of 
December 25th, friend Rima writes: “I wasin 
conversation with an Adventist who said he 
*was very, very sorry that the debate had 
fallen through, we were so anxious tó show 
the frailty of one side and the genuinness of 
the other.’ Now, professor, mark the change 
of the falsifiers. I remarked if they would 
but grant us one desire we would meet them 
without fail. I would sign an agreement 
under a forfeit. 
it moved to Sterling Center. Well, he did 
not know whether Elder Hill would care to 
debate now since he had been fooled once. 
He hardly thought they would accept the 
proposition. Ah! I said, you are not so 
anxious, after all, to hav the prophecies an- 
alyzed, and this Jesus Christ business de- 
bated. I am yours fraternally, 

“G. W. Rima.” © 


Now I come to Mr. Geddes, an earnest Lib- 
eral and a good man; but in this instance he 
renders judgment against me without waiting 
to hear the other side of the question, or 
rather listened to the other side, but not 
to our side. Liberals usually want to hear 
both sides before they decide. He says: 
“Had Mr. Jamieson informed his Liberal 
friends that it would be necessary for them to 
bear his expenses, the amount could easily hav 
been raised and the appointment kept." 

Mr. Rima, who had the business manage- 
ment of my series of lectures last June, 
knows just what was expected. What Mr. 
Geddes thinks I ought to hav done I did do. 
In the whole transaction I left not a single 
prop on which to rest a single objection by 
Freethinker or Christian, friend or foe. Mr. 
Rima, who'had the matter in charge, did his 
best to bring on the debate. i 

Mr. Geddes says “ the amount could easily 
hav been raised.” Yes, if the debate could 
hav been held at Sterling Center, or perhaps 
at Delavan, or Mapleton, or Mankato, or any 
other point where. Liberals are numerous 
enough to pay a lecturer for his time. At 
Good Thunder there are but few Liberals. 
Knowing this, and knowing that there was but 
one chance left for. them to avoid a debate, 
the Adventists greedily seized upon it for the 
sole purpose, it would seem, of blowing their 
hor. - 

Mr. Geddes says: ‘‘Some of the Liberals 

declare that they would sooner hav paid the 
whole bill themselvs than hav a back-down 
before the church people." 
: It is a pity those Liberals were not sooner 
discovered. I know Mr. Rima as one of the 
most fearless of Freethinkers and an excel- 
lent business man. In a business capacity he 
travels many miles almost every day. Yet 
henever met with any Liberals ‘‘ willing to 
pay the whole bill themselvs." 

I regret that my old friend, Geddes, has al- 
lowed himself to be deceived by the Advent- 
ists. 'Their aim has been to make it appear 
to the community that the Infidels dare not 
meet them. There is not one word of truth 
init. Everywhere I go I challenge the clergy 
to meet me in debate; invite them to occupy 
half the time during my course of lectures 
even. Do you suppose they accept? Not 
once in a score of towns. They either hold 
opposition meetings (as they are doing at this 
very time in Dexter, Mo.), or else wait until I 
am away filing other engagements, when 
they roar in their pulpits and tear Infidelity 
to tatters. Is it reasonable to expect that a 
lecturer can then travel half-way across a 
continent, at his own expense, to debate with 
some obscure preacher who probably has 
never been heard of outside of his own 
county? I am always ready to debate when- 
ever and wherever arrangements can be 
made. I hav just closed a twelve sessions’ 
debate, two hours each, in Maitland, Mo., 
with one of the biggest guns of the Campbell. 
ites, Dr. D. R. Dungan, of Des Moines, Iowa. 
Some of the more sanguin Christians were so 
sure that the Lord and.victory were on their 
Side that they prophesied that Jamieson 
would not appear after the first day's battle. 
I managed to be on hand through the entire 
twelve sessions. It is as impossible to stop 


I never thought of “ rushing into print ”- 


I explained why we wanted: 


Christians from boasting as roosters from 


crowing. The Christians sent six hundred 


miles, to Lexington, Ky., for the president of 
a college, Prof. I. B. Grubbs, to meet me at 
Burlington Junction, Mo. - We debated six 
nights. I met Rev. J. W. Damon at Savan- 
nah, Mo., four nights. These encounters hav 
all taken place within a few weeks. I men- 
tion them to show how terribly frightened I 
&m when a Christian Goliath unsheaths his 
controversial sword. The public love debate; 
but no better than I do. At the one just held 
in Maitland the church was packed after the 
first session; nine out of ten, Christians. 
People were in their seats sometimes two 
hours before the advertised time. No better 
opportunity can a Freethinker hav for show- 
ing the weakness of the Bible and the Chris- 
tian religion. If the Christian yearns to ex- 
pose the frailty of Infidelity, we are willing 
that he should hav the chance. : 

Afer all the Adventist flourish of trumpets, 
J am satisfied that all the Freethinkers can 
neither coax, drag, nor drive them into de- 
bate. Iknow them of old. "With them it is 
* all cry and no wool," with very few excep- 
tion. Elder Hill may be one of the excep- 
tions. We will see. I hav never in all my 
travels found Christians so eager for debate as 
they appear to be. I hope it is not all seem- 
ing. : 

I therefore say to my Liberal friends in 
Delavan, Sterling Center, Good Thunder, 
and Mapleton that, as there are Liberals found 
who are willing to defray the expenses of a 
debate; and throw the doors open to the pub- 
lic, I will meet Elder Hill in a debate of 
twelve nights. We do not want a mere skir- 
mish of five or six hours. 

1. I accept the elder's question, **Is the 
Bible a Divine Revelation ?" 

2. The usual rule of half-hour speeches 
each evening, two-hour sessions, affirmativ 
opening, negativ closing, to beadopted. This 
brings the disputants into close quarters. 

8. To prevent dodging or evasion on the 
part of either disputant, I submit this rule, 
laid down by a Methodist clergyman in his 
debate with me: ‘“ Any categorical question 
asked by either disputant must be answered 
by his opponent on the spot without equivo- 
cation.” I will abide by that rule. Let us 
see which of us avoids the conflict. 

4. Each disputant shall select his own mod- 
erator, they two to choose a third party, who 
shall preside as chairman of the debate. 

§. The moderators shall preserve order, 
suppress undue manifestations of applause, 
and decide points of order when appealed to 
by either disputant. 

I appoint, as my moderator, Mr. G. W. 
Rima, of Sterling Center, Minn. 

If my opponent chooses, I will accept the 
affirmativ, or laboring oar, for the first six 
nights, or the last six, on this form of the 
question: The Bible is of human origin, and 
its teachings are immoral. 

I will affirm that during one-half the debate, 
my opponent to affirm his proposition the 
other half. 

To my Liberal friends I say, I will come 
and hold the debate for less than half price. 
For a debate of eight sessions I receive $100 
and traveling expenses. I will hold a debate 
of twelve sessions for $75, and bear my own 
traveling expenses. 

The debate ought to be held in a large place. 
But I leave that with the Liberals and Chris- 
tians to decide. 

If Elder Hill and his friends refuse to meet 
us on these just terms, I throw the challenge 
down to any other denomination. 

I would be glad to hav THE TRUTH SEEKER 
print the elder's letter, and then I would like 
to hav the privilege of answering it. Chris- 
tians expect more favors from Infidels than 
Christians are willing to grant. Can't we 
afford it? I havn't seen his letter. Let us 
hav it. It is doubtless an invaluable addition 
to classical literature. W. F. JAMESON. 

Lake City, Minn. 


^ — WOMAN, 


In the Past, Present, and Future. 
BY A. BEBEL. 


Translated from the German by Dr. Adams Wal- 
ter. 272 pages; cloth, 75 cents; paper, 30 cents. 


“ Capital,” a criticism on Political Economy. By 
Carl Marx. First English translation. Published 
in 27 parts, 10 cents per part.. Subscription, $2.50. 


“ Anti-Syllabus.? By Lily Curry. Price, 3cents. 


LABOR NEWS AND PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION, 
705 Broadway; New York. 
ud list of Labor Publications mailed free.) 


f OSEE THE Se TENE, 
TRAVELS IN FAITH, 
From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT O. ADAMS. 

Oloth. $1.25. For Sale at this Office 


Ingersolls Works. - 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth; $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, 
* Humboldt," Th 
ity,” and ** Heretics and Heresies.” 


The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 


Contents: “The Ghosts,” “Liberty. for Man, E 


Woman, and Child," “The Declaration of In- 
dependence,” * About Farming in Illinois,” 
“The Grant Banquet,” “The Rev. Alexander 
Clark,” “The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream,” and ** A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll.” 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts;_ 


cloth, $1.25. 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts;. 


plain cloth, $1.25. 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 


per, 25 cents. 


The Christian Reli 


Ingersoll, Judge Jeremia 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 


ion. 


10 cents, $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in, 


large, clear type; and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the Sam Franciscan. 5 cents; 50 
cents per dozen; 9b copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 
Millions of these should be circulated by Free- 

inkers. 


Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 


ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 10 cents. 


Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 


Large size octavo, paper, 15 cents. 


Ingersoli's Lectures Complete. 
Bound in one volume, i 
for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on ‘ Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beantiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over.1,800 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingiy low 
price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. ` 


Tributes. 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s “Tribute to 

is Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “Grant 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over 


“Little Harry Miller's Grave,” that they hav’ 


been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suita- 
ble for framing; and the four will be forwarded 
to any address, prepaid, for $1, or either one 
for 25 cents. 


Prose Poems and Selections. 


new book is a gem. 


purpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph . 


ac simi repare: 


especially for it. 
eveled edges 


gilt back 


rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in fn 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 
Sent on receipt of price, 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
Superb photographs, 22x28, $5;: panel, 1034x17, 
$3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents; card, 20 cts. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
88 Clinton Place, New York, 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 
Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents pér dozen, Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in, the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform ; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
Church and the Republic s 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture: Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating; eft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o 
Conquest and Extermination; Despotism; In. 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children ;, Cruelty to Animals; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft ; 
Slavery ;. Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents}; 6 copies, $i. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Soriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
un 

bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws. Price, 25 cents ; six copies, $1.00. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De. 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson and Unbeliever- 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts.; 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty, Tells the stor 
of the ‘Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead- 
‘ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. Choice extracts from “Common Sense,” 
“ American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly. bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. : 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers’ Convention, J anuary 29, 1884. Price, 
10 cents, 

For all the above works address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York, 


“The Gods” ` 
omas Paine,” “ Individual- 


By R. G... 
8. Black, and Prof. 


To meet the demand . 


There hav been so many. 


This 


ay, Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- ` 
e 


v 


i 


' Advancement of Science. 


| Nathaniel Vaughan. 


. The 


FREETHOUGHT WORKS, 
Published at Taz Trurs Szexzr Office. 


The In- 
augural Address of. Prof. JOHN TYNDALL, 
delivered before. the British Association 
for the Advancement of Science. With 


Portrait and Biographical Sketch. Also 


containing opinions of Prof. H. Herm- 
HOLTZ, and articles of Prof. TYNDALL and 
Sir Henry Tompson on prayer. Price, 
cloth, 50 cents. Inaugural Address alone, 
in paper, 15 cents. 


 Amberley's Life of Jesus.. His Chai- 


_ acter and Doctrins. From the Analysis 
of Religious Belief. By VISCOUNT AMBER- 
LEY. Paper, 35 sents; cloth, 60 cents. 


Chronicles of Simon Christianus. 
His Manifold and Wonderful Adventures 
in the Land of Cosmos. A new scripture 
(evidently inspired) discovered by I. N. 
Fiver. From the English. Very Rich. 
Price, 25 cents. : 


Crimes of Preachers in the United 

States. By M. E. Bruixes. Shows how 

. thiek and fast the godly hav fallen from 
grace. Price, 25 cents. 


Deity Analyzed and the Devil’s De- 
fense. In Six Lectures by Col. 
Joan R. Kuso, A.M. These are rmong 
the ablest lectures ever delivered, and 
should be read by everybody. $1.50. 


Last Will and Testament of -Jean 
Meslier, a curate of a Roman church 
ii France, containing the best of his writ- 
ings. 25 cents. 


A radical novel 
of marked ability. By FREDERIKA Mac- 

—ponatp. 404 pages. Price reduced to 
$1.25. 


Nature's Revelations of Character; 
or Physiognomy Illustrated. The 
science of individual traits portrayed by 
the temperaments and features. Illus- 
trated by 260 wood cuts. By JosEkPH 
Srwws, M.D. 650 pages, 8 vo. Cloth, 
$3.00; leather, $4.00; morocco, gilt 
edges, $4.50. i 


New England and the People up 
There. A humorous lecture. By 
Gzorez E. Macponatp. 10 cents. 


Pocket Theology. By Vorrams. Com: 
prising terse, witty, and sarcastic defini- 
tions of the terms used in theology. The 
only edition in English. 25 cents. 


Question. Settled. A Carefu 


Comparison of Biblical Modern Spiritual. 
ism. By Moses Hurr. Cloth, $1. 


The Roaring Lion on the Track. By 


M. Bascock. Price, 15 cents. 


The Philosophy of Spiritualism, and 
the Philosophy and Treatment of Medio- 
mania. By Freperic R. Marvim, M.D. 
Cloth, 50 cents. 


A Business Man’s Social and Relig- 
ious Views. Bold and trenchant 
blows against theology and inhumanity. 
Price, $1. 


Alamontada, the Galley-Slave. Trans- 
lated from the German of Zschokke by 
Ina G. Mosuen, LL.B. A deeply philo- 
sophical narrativ, intensely interesting. 
Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents. 


Beyond the Veil. Claimed to be dic. 
tated by the Spirit of Paschal Beverly 
Randolph, aided by Emanuel Sweden- 
borg, through the mediumship of Mrs. 
Frances H. MoDovaarn and Mrs. Luna 
Hurcsinson, with a steel engraving of 
Randotph. Price, $1.50. 


‘Career of Religious Ideas; Their Ul- 


timate the Religion of Science. By Hup- 
son Turre. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 
cents. Í : 


Ecce Diabolus; or, The Worship of 
Yahveh or Jehovah Shown to be 
the Worship of the Devil, with observa- 
tions on the horrible and cruel ordinance 
of Devil Worship, to wit, Bloody Sacri- 
fices and Burnt Offerings. By the Very 
Rev. Evan Davies (Myfyr Morganwg), D. 
D., LL.D., Arch-Druid of Great Britain, 
Translated from the Welsh by Morton, B. 
C. Price, 25 cents. 


Eight Scientific Tracts. 20 cents. 
Gottlieb: His Life. A Romance of 
Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Beautifully 


written. By S. P. Pernam. 25 cents. 
Hereafter. A Scientific, Phenomenal, 


and Biblical Demonstration of a Future 
Life. By D. W. Hurt. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 


issues of the Age. Consequences In- 
volved in Modern Thought. A work 
showing much study and great familiar- 
ity with other writers and thinkers. By 
Henry C. Pepper. Price, $1. 


Jesus Christ. His life, miracles, teach- 
ings, and imperfections. By W. B. Bru. 
26 cents. 


John’s Way. A pleasing domestic 
. Radical i a By Mrs, E. D. BLENEEB. 
15 cents. 


MEN, 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER. 


WOMEN, AND GODS: Holiday Goods! 


TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 28, 1 886. 


Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


. 


In connection with another firm we have just published Helen H. Gardener's first volume. 
Helen H. Gardener was first introduced to the public by Col. Ingersoll, since when she has 
won a place in the hearts of all Freethinkers by her ability, and by the brilliancy. of her lect- 


ures. The contents of the volume are:" 


MEN, WOMEN, AND GODS: Introductory ; 
Accident Insurance; Chiefly Women; Why 
Women Support It; What It Teaches; From 
Moses to Paul; The Fruit of the Tree of Knowl- 
edge; Knowledge Not a Crime; As Much In- 
spired as Any of It. i 

VICARIOUS ATONEMENT: Fear; Beginning 
to Think; Creeds; Self-Control What We Need; 
Vicarious Atonement Not a Christian Inven- 
tion; Twin Monsters from Intellectual Pig- 


mies; Geographical Religion; Revelation; Evi- 
dence of Faith; Did He talk? What You 
May Think; Intellectual Gag-Law; The Vi- 
carious Theory the Cause of Crime; Revision; 
The Church's Money-Box; Shall Progress Stop? 

HISTORICAL FACTS AND THEOLOGICAL 
FICTIONS: Church Fictions; Historical Facts 
—(Civilization, Comparativ Status, Women as 
Persons, Education, As Wives, Not Woman’s 
Friend, Morals). ` 


* 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 Cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


SOCIAL WEALTH: 


The Sole Factors and 


Exact Ratios in 


Its Acquirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS 


CONTENTS: Economic Schools: a brief re- 
view of their Origin and Growth; Rise and 
Growth of Capitalism; Unearned Increase: 
profit, interest, rent; Conservation of Wealth; 
Tools and Improved Machinery; The Nature of 
Wages; Private and Social Wealth; Land Own- 


ership; Private Property in Land; Capital and 
the Productiv Factors; Partnership and Co-op- 
eration; Law of Contracts; Money and Credit; 
Of Value or Economic Ratios; Taxation as a 
Remedy; Reforms, not Remedies; Suggestions 
to Legislators; Conclusion. 


PRICE, CLOTH, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 33 Clinton Place, New York City. 


ATIONAL GOMMUNISM, 


THE PRESENT 
aat 


THE FUTURE REPUBLIC OF NORTH AMERICA. 
BY A CAPITALIST. 


A Book Advocating Associate Life as a Remedy for Poverty, Vice, and Crime. 


It deals with 


the present conditions of society in this country, pointing out their imperfections. and showing how 
it is almost impossible that the people should be other than poor and vicious under our present sys- 
tem. The remedy, the author thinks, is in communal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of the 
future Republic'of North America, as it will be when society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously and interestingly written. 

CONTENTS: The titles of some of the chapters are: Present External Appearance of Our Re- 
public; Government and Laws; Finance; Public Improvements; Production and Distribution; 
Education; Morality and Religion; Marriage and Divorce; Life in the New Republic; Life in the 
Existing Republic; Examination of the Objections to Communism; Methods Proposed for the 
Transition from the System of Individual Property to a System of Collectiv Property; Danger. 


Price, $1.50. 


Published and for sale ‘by the Truth Seeker Company, 33 Clinton Place, New York City. 


“A REMARKABLE BOOK,” d¥aitugn, Soot 
land; a graduate of three universities, and retired after 50 years’ practice, he 
WE writes: **'E'he work is 


riceless In value, and calculated to re- 


M:enerate soclety. It is new, startling, and very instructivo.” 


hi Lt is the most pepular and comprehensive book treating o! 


MEDICAL, SOCIAL, AND SEXUAL SCIENCE, 


P roven by the sale of Half a Million to be the most popula R 
| R eadable because written in language 
| nstructive, practical presentation of '' M. 7 
V aiuable to invalids, showing new means by which they may be cure D 
proved by editors, physicians, cler en, critics, and liberat | 
Orough treatment of subjects especially important to young me N 
**wants to know, you know," wil find it interestin Q 


oR 
T 
] E veryone who 


lain, chaste, and forcibl E 
cal Common Sense? medi A 


t 4 Parts, 35 Chapters, 936 Pages, 200 Illustrations, and 
A N just introduced, consists of a series 

af] A N E FEATURE, of beautiful colored anatom- 

j ical charts, in five colors, guaranteed süperior to any before offered in a po 

ular physiological book. and rendering it again the most attractive and quic 
selling 

in work for A GENT S 
Sf hours" Many agents take 50 or 100 at once, at special er Send for terme. 

a 16-page Contents Table of Plain Home Talk, rei 

E R EE-—$5 Pirenlars, and a sample of Dr. Foote's Health 

Standard Edition, $3.25 } Same print and illustrations, the 

Popular Edition, 1-50 


MURRAY HILL PUB, CO., 129 (N.) East 28th St, New York. 


S who havealready found a gold mine init. Mr. 
Koehler writes: ‘*I sold the first six books in two 


d, white and 
Monthly. 


difference is in paper and binding. 


THE 


AGNOSTIC ANNUAL 


FOR 1886. 
CHAS. A. WATTS, Editor. 


Conrents: Agnostic Religion, by, R. Bithell, 
B.Sc., Ph.D.—Shifting the Center of Gravity, by 
C. N.—Misconceptions of Agnosticism, by Charles 
Watts—A Household of Unfaith? by G.M, McC.— 
Is Agnosticism, of Necessity, Anti-Christian ? by 
W. Stewart Ross (Saladin)—Legend of the Devil's 
Dyke, Brighton, by Julian.—Emotional Agnosti- 
cism, by W. À. Leonard.—Agnosticism and Popu- 
lar Christianity, by Col. R. . Ingersoll.—The Sper 
cial Senses, by H. J. Hardwicke, F. R. C. S.—Not 
Left comfortless, by F. J. Gould.—The Morals of 
Agnosticism, b notus.—The Eternal Curse, by 
William. Maccall—The Catholicity of Agnosticism. 
by Winifred, Lady Robinson.—Christianity an 
After, by Charles C. Cattell.—Unpalatable Truths, 
by F. Sydney Morris.—Opposit Poles of Thought, 
by T. Evan-Jacob, B. A.—Fortune and the Mendi- 
cant, by Thomas Mead. 


PRICE 25 CENTS. For sale at this office. 


HE CANARY. ANew and Remarkable Work 
on the Care of the Pet Canary. By mail, 50 
cents. Contents table mailed free. Lady Agents 
Wanted. Murray Hill Publishing Co., 129 East 
Sn Street, New York, 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 


Friendship Liberal League No. 257, of Philadel- 
phia, wil celebrate the 149th anniversary of the 
birth of the Author-hero, 

THOMAS PAINE, 
January 31st, 1886, in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood streets, at 2:30 and 7:30 P.M., tO consist of 
addresses, recitations, vocal and instrumental 
music. Entertainments free. 

Supper at 5:30 r.m. Tickets for supper, 25 cents. 


Liberals throughout the state invited. 


"ZIITA KIL” 


A new book by Owen E. Longsdorf, of interest 
to al Liberals and lovers of thought. Neatly 
bound in cloth, gilt edges, on fine heavy paper. 
Price one dollar, postage free. ; 

Address the author, 12 Louisa street, Williams- 
port, Pa. 3teow2 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 
Price, 26 cents. 


. All my Liberal friends are reminded that if they 
will kindly favor me with their orders for holiday 
gifts I v T gee oe to undersell any other firm 
or cheerfully refund cash upon return of goods 
My stock embraces all that is elegant, rich, an 
new in the market, as well as a full line of good 
medium-grade goods, viz.. genuin diamond rings. 
pins, ear-drops, studds, collar buttons, elegant 
iamond-set watches, gold and silver watches of 
every grade, chains, bracelets, gold and best gold- 
plated jewelry. gold pens, gold and silver headed 
canes, opera glasses, gol 


spectacles, solid silver 
and p. 


ated ware, plush and art goods, etc., etc. 

d what is a nicer 
present_ for either 
your lady or gentle- 
man friends than 
one of my latest im- 
proved model badges 
in solid gold, artis- 
tically enameled, in 
three colors? Price, 
$3, $3.50, $4. With 
genuin diamond in 
Tising sun, $8 and $10. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN 
Rochelle, Ill, 


A STANDARD MEDICAL WORK 
For YOUNG & MIDDLE-AGED MEN 


ONLY $1 BY MAIL, POSTPAID, 


A Great Medical Work on Manhood 


, Exhausted Vitality, Nervous and Physical Debil- 
ity, Premature Decline in Man, Errors of Youth, 
and the untold miseries resulting from indiscre- 
tion or excesses. A book for every man, young, 
middle-aged, and old, It contains 125 prescriptions 
for all acute and chronic diseases, each one of 
which is invaluable. So found by the author, whose 
experience for 23 years is such as probably never 
before fell to the lot of any physician. 300 pages, 
bound in beautiful French muslin, embossed cov- 
ers, full gilt, guaranteed to be a finer work in every 
sense — mechanical literary, and professional — 
than any other work sold in this country for $2.50 
or the money will be refunded in every instance. 
Price, only $1.00 by mail, post paid. Illustrativ 
sample 6 cents, Send now. Gold medal awarded 
the author by the National Medical Association, to 
the president of which, the Hon. P. A. Bissel, and 
associate officers of the Board the reader is respect- 
fully referred. . 

The Science of Life should be read by the youn 
for instruction, and by the afflicted for relief tt 
will benefit all.—London Lancet. 

There is no member of society to whom The 
Science of Life will not be useful, whether youth, 
parent, guardian, instructor, or clergyman.—Argo- 

taut. 

Address the Peabody Medical Institute, or Dr.W. 
H. Parker, No. 4 Bullfinch St., Boston, Mass., who 
may be consulted on all diseases requiring skill 
and experience. Chronic and obstinate diseases 
that have baffled the skill of all other sy A į persi- 
cians a specialty. Such treated suc Ce88- 


Qul dene a THY SELF 


R, P, FELLOWS 


is a regularly educat- 
a lega] 


DR, 


" ed an y quali- 
fied physician, and 
the most successful 
as his practice will 
prove. He has for 
twenty years treated 
exclusivly all diseases 
of the Sexual Organs, 
in the cures of which 
he stands preeminent 
SPERMATORRH@A 
and IMPOTENCY 
as the result of self- 
abuse in youth and 
sexual excessesin ma- 
B turer years, causing 
night emissions by 

zi Eu" dreams, loss of sexual 

" . b = power, renderin, 

marriage improper and unhappy, etC., are cure 
permanently by an outside application in sixty 
days. NO STOMACH MEDICIN USED. | Itis one 
of Dr. Fellows’ valuable discoveries, which is en- 
tirely unknown to the medical profession. It is 
not a catch-penny get up, such as a pad, belt, pas- 
tille; nor magnetic appliance, but sim ly a medi- 
cin to be applied externally on the parts affected, 
which cures by absorption. Send five 2-cent stamps 
for his * Private Counselor," giving full informa- 
tion. Address Dr. R. P. Fellows, Vineland, N. J., 
and say where you saw this advertisment. 


N, B.—Dr. Fellows begs leave to say that he is 
an Infidel of the most pronounced character. Bro. 
Liberals, your patronage is solicited. 


The Bible Analyze. 


John R. Kelso, A.M. 


OONTENTS: 

The Old Testament.—The New Testament.—The 
Oreation._The Deluge.—The Exodus.—The Mira- 
cles of the Bible.—The Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Bible.—The 
Heaven and the Hell of the Bible.—-The Sabbath of 
‘he Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 


Savior. 
Crown octavo, 833 pp, Splendidly executed. Bent 
by mall, post paid. Price. $3.00. 


BIBLICAL ANTHOLOCY 


A Collection of Passages 
Illustrating the 
Purity and Morality of The Bible, 
Price, paper, 35 cents; flexible cloth, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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The Reception Committee. 


IN THREE, PARTS. — Puck. 


N 


N 


Voice From WrirHIN.— My friend, 
you forgot to say grace.” : 


Gems of Thought. 


Odds and Ends. 


THE Christians surely hav very few stones to 
throw at the Mohammedans on the score of massa- 
cres and persecitions.—D. M. Bennett, $ 


EvER remember that thou and everything thou 
beholdest within and around thee, all that befalls 
thee and others, is no disjointed fragment, no wild 
chaos of atoms or casualties, but that it all springs 
according to eternal laws from the one ‘primeval 
source of all life, all reason, and all good. This is 
the essenge all religion.—Strauss. 


Ir everything that happens is God's will, 
Both good and ill, 
Then say wherein 
Rests man's responsibility? "Though sin 
Go hand in hand with him through ways of shame, 


Is man to blame? : 


If everything that happens is God's will, 
Both good and ill, 
What credit hath 
That man who ever shuns the evil path, | 
And treads with feet that do not hesitate 
9$ * The true and straight? 


. Do the things external which fall upon thee dis- 
tract thee? Giv thyself time. to learn something 
new and good, and cease to be whirled around. 
How much trouble he avoids who does not look to 
see what his neighbor says, or does, or thinks, but 
only to what he himself does, that it may be just 
and pure Antoninus. 


Cosmo, duke of Florence, had a desperate saying 
‘against perfidious or neglecting friends, as if their 
wrongs were unpardonable. ‘You shall ‘read,” 
said he, “that we are commanded to forgiv our 
enemies; but you shall never read that we are com- 
manded to forgiv our friends.” But yet the spirit 
of Job was in a better turn: “Shall we,” saith he: 
‘í take good at God's hands, and not be content to 
take evil also?” and so of friends in a proportion. 
~—Bacon's Essays. : : 


ALL things whatsoever ye would that men should 
do to you, do ye even so to them. Not every 
one that saith unto me Lord, Lord, shall enter into 
the kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth the will 
of my father which is in heaven. Many will say 
unto me in that day, Lord, Lord, hav we not 
prophesied in thy name? and in thy name cast out 
devils? and in thy name done many wonderful 
works? And then will I profess unto them, I 
never knew you; depart from me, ye that work 
iniquity.”— Jesus, 


Bunxz thought about life as a whole, with all its 
infirmities and all its pomps. With none of the men- 
. tal exelusivness of the moralist by profession, he 
fills every page with solemn reference and meaning; 
with none of the mechanical bustle of the common 
politician, he is everywhere conscious of the mas- 
tery of laws, institutions, and government over the 
+ character and happiness of men. Besides thus dif- 
"fusing a strong light over the awful tides of human 
circumstance, Burke has the sacred gift of inspir- 
ing men to use a grave diligence in caring for high 
things, and in making their lives at once rich and 
austere. Such a part in a literature is indeed high. 
We feel no emotion of revolt when Mackintosh 
speaks of Shakspere and Burke in the same breath 
as being both of them above mere talent, And we 
do not dissent when Macaulay, after reading 
Burke’s works over again, exclaims : * How admir- 
able! The greatest man since Milton "—John 
Morleys Burke. 


THERE is no method of reasoning more common, 
and yet none more blamable, than, in philósoph- 
ical disputes, to endeavor the refutation of any hy- 
pothesis by a pretense of its dangerous conse- 
quences to religion and morality. When any opin- 
ion leads to absurdities, it is certainly false; but it 
is not certain that an opinion is false because it is 

: of dangerous consequence. Such topics, therefore; 
ought entirely to be forborne, as serving nothing 
to the discovery of truth, but only to make the 
person of an antagonist odious.—Hume on Liberty 
and, Necessity. i 


does transparent mean a’ cross, parent?" 


Ox the face of it, it would appear to be some- 
what personal on the part of a California preacher 
to mention the purchase of a mule by a brotier 
minister as a “remarkable instance cf self-posses- 
sion.” 


Tue editor of a Rockbridge, Va.,-newspaper is 
also a preacher. . When.a form is pied, or.a compos- 
itor makes a little error which takes a column of 
the paper to explain, he goes upstairs and: delivers 
a sermon in the composing-room. Don’t mention 
it. But although distended by a big moral, the: 
Story is a lie. 


* MOTHER,” said a little girl, looking up from her 
book, “what does. trarisatlantic mean?" ‘Oh, 
across the Atlantic, of course. Don’t bother me; 
you made me forget my count.” ‘Does trans 
always mean across?” ‘If you don’t stop bother- 
ing me with questions you'll go to bed." “Then 
Ten 
minutes later she was resting in her little couch. 


TEN LITTLE BIGOTS. 


(The appended verse is republished by request 


of an esteemed reader.] 
Ten little Bigots chalked out a line, 


|. One couldn't toe it, then there were nine. 


Nine little Bigots full of zeal and hate, 
One asked time to think, then there were eight. 


Eight little Bigots fencing roads to heaven, 
One cut across the roads, then there were seven. 


Seven little Bigots, at each other shying bricks, 
One’s pet creed. was smashed, then there were six, 


Six little Bigots fighting who should drive, 
One got down and walked, then there were five. : 


Five little Bigots wrangling more and more, 
One heard of Darwin, then there were four. 


Four little Bigots still could not agree, 
One kicked his catechism, then there were three. 


Three little Bigots, madder yet they grew, 
One cried, “Damn it all!”.then there were two. 


Two little Bigots, each with loaded gun, 
Aimed one at the other, left was only one. 


One little Bigot, crowing all alone, ` 
Tackled Bob Ingersoll then there were none. 


THE GREAT REVIVAL SCHEME. 


“Dis heah is er great vival dat we'se got on 
han’, Brother Marcus,” said Parson Hickney, ad- 
dressing a co-laborer in a great cause. x 

“Yas, indeed; yas,indeed. Itdo me er heep er 
good ter see all dese ole sinners 'fessin' de Lawd, 
sho’s yer born’d it do.” 

* Me, too, Brudder Marcus. 


dar,” he added, 
“Yas, Brudder Marcus, we’se gwine ter git our 
^vard fur all dis good work we’se doin’. Say, deah 
brudder, whut does de c'leckshuns ermount ter dis 
ebenin’ ?” ; 

“Ten dollars an’ er quarter.” | : 

“T thanks de Lawd fur dat, too. Say, Brudder 
Marcus, we ain’ gwine ter steal dat money, is we?" 

* No, indeed.” 

* Jes’ gwine ter joy ourse'fs er leetle arter sar- 
vices, ain’ we?” ; 

* Dat's all.” : 

* Dar's plenty red plan'ation liker down de street, 
ain’ dar?” . . : 

“Plenty o' hit.” - 

* Gwine ter git some, ain! we?” 

“Deed we is.” 

“ Fine vival dis, Brudder Marcus." 

“Monstrous.” i 

“ Am we’se thankful.” 

“We is dat.” : 

“Wall, let ’em sing er nuder hime an’ den we'll 
go. Sing er nuder hime, please. Brudder Jake, 
please start de chune an’ de Lawd'll jine in arter er 
while."—Arkansas Traveler, ^ -- i 


It do "pear like de | 
day o' de penycost hab come at de las, an’ I. 
thanks de Lawd furit. Start up er nuder hime, : 
turning to the congregation. | 


A PERSON of inelegant Leisure, who had deserv 
edly gained the Reputation of being the Laziest 
man in all the Town, became such a Nuisance to 


| his neighbors that they determined to bury him 


unless he would, undertake to Do Something for 
himself. As he resolutely. refused to make an 
Effort, they placed him in a coffin and bore him 
toward the Graveyard at the Head of a Procession. 
A benevolent Farmer, unwilling to see a Fellow- 
Creature buried alive, stopped the procession and 
offered to giv the. poor unfortunate a Bushel of 


Corn if he might be allowed to liv. When this gen-. | 
erous offer was repeated to the would-be Corpse, |. 


-he partly raised his Head out, of the Coffin and 
languidly inquired, «Is it shelled?” The benevo- 


lent Fa ‘was obliged to admit that it was not 
shelled. Then," replied the Person of Inelegant. 


Leisure, “let the Funerai go on.” 


TRUTH. SEEKER LIBRARY. 


“he. World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers. : 
thrce hundred of the most distinguished 
teachers and philosophers (who were not 
Christians), from the time of Menu to the: 

` present. By D. M. BzwsETT. 1,075 pages, 
8vo. Oloth, $3.00; leather, $4,00; moroc- 
co, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Champions of the Church; Their | 


Crimes and Persecutions. Bio- 
graphical sketches of prominent Chris- 
fians. A companion book to ** The World's 
Sages,” etc. By D. M. Bewnerr. 8vo., 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 


and Modern Times. Vol. I. givs 
a full account of all the gods the nations 
of the earth hav worshiped, including 


Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, Jesus | 


Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 835 
pages, 8vo. Vol. II. describes fully al 
the religious systems of the world, includ- 
ingJudaism, Mohammedanism, and Chris- 
lienity; the latter occupying 372 pages, 
going fully into its merits. 949 pages. 
By D. M. Bennett. Written in prison at 
Albany. In cloth, $3.00 per volume, or 
$5.00 for the two volumes; in leather, 
$7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, $8.00. 


Supernatural Religion. An inquiry 
into the reality of divine revelation. . De- 
cidedly the most thorough and exhaustiv 
work on the claims of supernaturalism 


ever written. By F. W. Newman, Emeritus - 


Professorof the London University. 1,115 


pages,8vo. In cloth, $4.00; leather, $5.00; 


morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 
The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 


Including The Age of Reason, Examina- 
tion, of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop ot 
Llandaff, Letters to Mr, Erskine, Essay 
on Dreams. Letter to Camille Jordan, 
The Religion of Deism, Common Sense, 
The Crisis, and The Rights of Man; the 
wholer  'eded by the Life of Paine, and 
a Steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; morocco; 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


Analysis of Religious Belief. An 
examination of the Creeds, Rites, and 
Sacred Writings of the world. By Vis- 
count AMBERLEY, son of the late Lord 
“ohn Russell, twice Premier of England. 
Jomplete from the London edition. 745 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
snorocco, gilt edges, $4.50. $ 


—— a iea, —— 4 ———— 


The foregoing volumes are called ‘The 
Truth Seeker Library.” ‘If all are ordered to- 
gether and sent by express, one dollar will be 
deducted from the price of each. 


| fámin. DE See 
.. Last week sleighing. was: good. in and . 


| ance Union at Chickering Hall last 
| He said America was the drunkest people on 


‘The Biographies ol], 


| ens of the Week, 


THERE is great suffering in Ireland: from 


around New York: : 


ABour $115,000 has been subscribed to the 


Grant monument fund.. ` : 

THE health.of Pope Leo is in a bad way 
He has trouble with his kidneys. 

Tug New York cigar-makers arc on strike, 
and a general lock-out is looked for.’ ` 


ADDED to its small-pox epidemic,. Montreal, 


Can., has just had a half-million dollar fire. 
J. E. Munsox, a stenographer, has invented 


jand patented a machine for setting type by 
> | electricity. . Nd “Ges eg rn 


ALMosT a water famin was caused at Cleve- 


i| land, ©., last week by slush clogging the 
| supply shaft. 


A MINE at Almy, Wyo. Ter., exploded 


` | from fire damp last Saturday, and thirteen 
'| men were kiled. ' 


‘A YPE-SETTING tournament just held at 


. | Chicago was won by Barnes, of New York, 


Champion McCann taking second place. 


Henry Norman. Hopson, the distinguished 
Shaksperian scholar, died at Cambridge last’ 
Sunday. He was seventy-two years old. 


Tur Newark children who were bitten by a 


| mad dog, and who were sent to M. Pasteur 


at Paris to be treated, hav returned in excel- 

lent health. . ; 
Jor Coox spoke to the American Temper- 

unday. 


.the planet. . 


THE value of taxable real estate in New _ 
York city, as estimated. by the tax: commis. 
sioners, is $1,206,112,404. "Thisisanincrease ` 


of nearly $88,000,000 over last year, | - 
. Miss Karnarwe Bayar, eldest daughter 


of T. F.. Bayard, United States secretary of | 


state, was found dead in her bed last Saturday. 
The cause of her death is unknown. ~ 


_WE stop the press to announce that the 


Rev. James C. Clarke, Methodist, ‘of Hazle- 


ton, Pa., has been acquitted by a church 
committee of the charge of stealing eggs. -. 


quarters in Chicago and capital of . $10,000,- 
000, will prosecute the claims of Professor 
Gray to priority in the invention of the Bell 
telephone: ^ ^ 7 TER S 

Pros. O. S. FowLER, the phrenologist, was 
arrested in Buffalo, N. Y., last week for il- 
legally practicing medicin. Mr. Fowler is 76 
years of age, and belongs to the well-known 
firm of Fowler & Wells. . 


UxnzR the head, ‘‘ Two Infidels,” the New 
York Sun of the 15th says: ‘Colonel Robert 
Ingersol and the Rev. H. W. Beecher were 
unanimously elected members of the Thirteen 
Club on Wednesday evening." 


Tue dynamiters of Chicago are endeavor- 
ing to get up & scare by announcing their 
preparation for blowing up the Illinois mili- 
‘tia, but the world at large does not enthuse, 
and moves on with its accustomed indiffer- 
ence. ML 

Tar people of Baltimore desire a delivery 
of their mails on Stinday, and efforts hav been 
made to procure it, but without effect., Post- 
master General Vilas refuses the petition 


the community. 


A MONUMENT to John C. Calhoun.is pro- 
jected at Charleston, S. C. It is to be 33 feet 
high and 30 feet squareat the base. Calhoun 
(1782-1850), it will be remembered, was a 
nativ of South Carolina. He was twice vice- 
president, and a statesman of eminent attain- 
ments. 

Tue preliminary investigation into the case 
of the Rev. Dr. I. C. Pershing, president. of 
the Pittsburgh M. E. Female College, began 
on Tuesday, and will continue a week'or per- 
haps longer. The trial will be of interest to 
all Methodists in the country. The charges 
are embraced under the general head of con- 
duct not in accordance with the rules of the 
church. ' 


Sr. Mary’s Catholic church at Fort Wayne, 
Towa, is a wreck. On Jan. 13th a steam 
boiler in the building exploded, and a loss of 
$65,000 was the result, when a little watch- 
fulness on the part of the Catholic god might 
hav saved the whole business. The. lament- 
able feature of the affair is that one of. the 
doors fell upon a thirteen-year-old school girl, 


illing her instantly. 


A yew telephone. company, having head ' 


out of respect to the alleged moral sense of . 
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THE JUDGMENT OF HISTORY. 


| Hotes and Clippings? 


AN experienced vocalist has, it is said, dur- 
ing fourteen years cured any number of cases 
: of obstinate cough by prescribing the free use 
of raw oysters as a diet. 
tried. 
Tue vicar of Masham, England, thus con- 
cluded a sermon to his flock: ‘‘And now, 
friends, which is it to be—Salisbury, Church- 
ill, and heaven, or Gladstone, Chamberlain, 
and hell?” 
Gin Fun, a San Francisco lanndryman, has 
joined the Anti-Coolie League, and posts over 
the door of his washee-house the sign: ‘The 
Chinese must go. None but Melican man em- 
- ployed here.” 

** Now, sir, you are better," said a Boston 
faith doctor to a patient he had becn treating; 
“tell me just how you feel.” 


how much is your bill ?" 

“The announcement diat Bradlaugh was 
cheered on going to the House of Commons 
indicates,” says the New York Times, ‘that 
the British mob has a keener sense than Brit- 
ish society of what fair play requires. It had 
already been explained that Lord Salisbury’s 
government did not intend to oppose the ad- 
mission of Bradlaugh. But the confession 
that Bradlaugh is entitled to sit is a confes- 
sion that he was entitled to sit in the last 
Parliament. That confession, in turn, is a 
confession that he has been tle victim of a 
series of outrageous and scandalous persecu- 
tions which hav disgraced the House of Com- 
mons more deeply than any other of: ac- 
' tions for many years. The least that DE 


The remedy is easily | 


** Well, sir," 
replied the victim, ‘‘I feel like a damned fool; 


house can in decency do for Bradlaugh is to 
reimburse him by bill for the heavy and 
almost ruinous expenses lie has incurred in 
defending what is now acknowledged to be 
his right. He cannot be compensated by 
cheers alone.” f : 

A MAN in Minneapolis sued a church for 
$20,000 because he fell down a. stairway 
which he took to be a dark closet. He lost 
his suit. The jury took the ground that if a 
man insists upon going to church, he must 
put up with the consequences. 

A country clergyman was one day cate- 
chising his flock. The sexton, being some- 
what badly posted, thought it best to keep a 
modest place near the door. But the clergy- 
man observed him, and, divining his object, 
called him forward. ‘‘ Jolin,” said he, ** what 
is baptism?" ‘Ou, sir," answered John, 
scratching his head, ‘‘ye ken—it’s just sax- 
pence to me, and fifteen pence to the pre- 
centor.’—Redruth Times, Eng. 

Aw Alabama negro,about to be hung for 
a horrible crime last week, made the usual 
meet-me-on-the-golden-shore speech, conclud- 
ing with the following brilliant remark: “I 
mus’ leabe ye bekase de Lawd nceds me, de 
angels am er callin me, de redecmed am 
singing hallelujahs, and de grand choir needs 
one moah harp.” Then the sheriff moved the 
crank, and the heavenly necessity went to 
his reward; or, as Zezas Siftings puts it, he 
“ played on an instrument of one string with 
the bridge down." 

A PETITION for the introduction of crema- 
tion was recently laid before the German 
Reichstag, containing 23,365 signatures. The 
petition was signed by 1,942 physicians, 1,046 
lawyers and professors, 1,015 government 


officials, 849 school-masters, 10 Protestant 
clergymen, 3 rabbis, 861 women, and 6,000 
workingmen. The remaining names were 
those of merchants, manufacturers, trades- 
men, and others. It will be seen that, as 
usual, the clergy are miles in the rear in this 
progressiv movement. 


A WRITER in the Peoples Health Journal 
tells of a debilitated patient who did not 
do at all well on beef-tea, but was easily re- 
stored to health on a diet of bean soup. The 
only remarkable thing about this, says the 
Sun, is that the patient ever expected to de- 
rive strength and nourishment from beef tea 
alone. Considering that we hav upward of a 
hundred thousand ,doctors, and that a very 
large proportion of them are fully agreed that 
beef tea is almost valueless, except as a stim- 
ulant, it is surprising that people continue to 
look upon it as a food. 


Tur London Daily News reports that in ; 


Paris decorativ artists and sculptors are pre- 
paring to adapt themselvs to the crematory 
movement, which has now in its favor a 
vote of the municipal council adopting the 
plan of a mortuary furnace, and granting a 
site in Pere Lachaise, where it will operate 
early in 1886. The expense of cremation is 
not, it is settled, to exceed fifteen francs. The 
municipality will, at a future sitting, vote the 
construction of a sort of lay temple, where 
families will be allowed to keep urng, or other 
funereal vessels, containing the ashts of dead 
relativs. This will not necessarily do away 
with any religious ceremony short of that of 
consigning the dead to consecrated ground; 
put, as M. Koechlin Schwartz says, there is no 
reason why urns may not be consecrated, or 


why Protestants, Catholics, Jews, and Free- 
thinkers may not build a vast mausolenm in 
which the ashes of thousands could be depos- 
ited in beautiful vessels without injury to the 
living. It is probable that, cremation being 
now legal in such an art center as Paris, new ` 
and beautiful forms of artistic decoration will 
grow out of it. The time for the combustion 
of an adult at Pere Lachaise will be two hours. 


‘A PETITION is being circulated in Boston for 
signatures, which states that ‘‘the right of a 
citizen of Massachusetts to obtain justice 
ought not to be impaired on account of the 
theological opinions of his witnesses,” and 
asks that the clause of the public statutes of 
that state which says that the evidence; of a 
person's *disbelief in the existence of God 
may be received to affect his credibility as a 
witness" be repealed. This clause is unjust, 
not to Atheists only, but to all suitors in 
Massachusetts courts; for their interests are 
liable to be injured by allowing the religious 
opinions of witnesses to affect the credibility 
of their testimony. 


Tue repetition of the sectarian troubles 
which agitated Long Island City some years 
ago, and which culminated in the exclusion 
of the Bible from the public schools, is threat- _ 
ened. <A large number of the taxpayers of the 
first ward wish to know by what right the 
priests of the St. Mary’s Roman Catholic 
church, Hunters Point, are allowed on cer- 
tain church holidays to go to the school and 
march the Catholic children from their class- 
rooms and lead them across the street to the 
church to hear;nass. As the Catholic chil- 
dren form seve ity-five per cent of the attend- 
ance, some vf the class-rooms are entirely 
emptied on such occasions. 


` 


Communications. 


Letters to a Catholic Friend. 
TI. 


St. Clement of Alexandria was a stanch advocate 
of spurious books, and quotes freely from the “ Sibyl.” 
In fact, most of your early fathers insist that the 
“Sibyl” was inspired of God and confirmed by 
authority of St. Peter and Paul. Is was held to be 
equally authentic with the gospels, and, as will be 
seen hereafter, was quoted as late.as the fourth cent- 
ury to prove that Jesus had once lived. The inter- 
polations bearing on Jesus hav been proven beyond 
the question of a doubt; not one Christian commen- 
tator of any note denies it. Among them I find the 
following: 

With five loaves and two fishes, 

He will satisfy five thousand men in the desert. 

Then, gathering up the fragments which remain, 

He will fill twelve baskets for the confirmation of many. 
‘Also an acrostic, theinitial letters being : * Jesus Christ, 
Son of God, Savior, Cross." So you see, my friend, 
even in those early days, there was a question as to 
his existence, else why these forgeries? Archbishop 
Wake, no mean authority on these matters, says: “ In 
the early days many spurious books were forged and 
published by the fathers, who did not scruple to 
quote them as true and genuin.” St. Clement wrote 
a commentary on the scriptures called “Hypotyposis.” 
Your church, ages after it had canonized him, de- 
clared that it was Infidel in its tendencies, and Pope 
Benedict XIV. anathematized the saint and struck 
his name off the calendar. 

Origen comes,next.. “He was,” says Rev.’ Dr. 
Lardner, “a bright light in the church of Christ and 
one of those rare personages that hav done honor to 
human nature" He was the first author to giv a 
distinct catalog of the books of the New Testament. 
He taught that “Christianity and Paganism, when 
rightly understood, differed in no essential points, but 
had a common origin, and were really one and the 
same religion.” He claimed that the father existed 
before the son, but that no human mind can compre- 
hend “ how the unbegotten god is made the father of 
the only begotten son.” This is precisely the posi- 
tion which Infidels take, and is the reason why they 
do not bother themselvs about the unknowable. 
Origen harps upon the Old Testament, and when 
pushed has recourse to faith. In the much-vaunted 
work, “ Origen versus Celsus,” he puts up his man of 
Straw and knocks him about at pleasure; but when 
Celsus objected to the reappearance of Jesus after 
death, and asked why he did not appear publicly, all 
your great authority could say was that “none could 
see him except those who received eyes capable of 
such sight." He admits that Baxnabas's statement 
in regard to the mental and moral status of the apos- 
tles was cortect—they being noé only very wicked 
men, but the scum of creation, and claims that the 
Christians of his day were performing greater works 
than Jesus. In the excess of zeal he construed too 
literally the passage in Matt. xix, 12, as he had a half- 

‘dozen lady amanuenses. Sober second thought, too 
late, however, caused him to regret his action. Tired 
of defending that which, if true, should hav been 
self-apparent in those early days, he relapsed into In- 
fidelity. Your church still quotes him. 

St. Hippolytus is indebted to Baron Bunsen for 
his present prominent position in church circles, as 
the baron found his * Refutation of All Heresies” 
in 1842 at Mount Athos. As life is short and space 
in Tax Truru Seexer valuable, I will simply giv you 
one short quotation and remark that if you were my 
direst foe I might hope that you would be condemned 
to read his work—I don’t say understand it, but read 
it. “Now this sole and supreme God,” says he, 
* first by reflection begets the word, not the word in 
the sense of speech, but as the indwelling reason of 
the universe. Him alone he begat out of things ex- 
isting; for that which was, was the father himself, 
the being born of whom was the cause of all things 
produced.” I desire to treat your holy writers re- 
spectfully, but let me ask you, as a lawyer, if a client 
of yours had written the above, would you object to 
a commission de lunatico inquirendo? 

St. Cyprian is the next on the roll of honor—' Cy- 
prian the bishop." ‘There were bishops before 
him, there were bishops after him, but never has one 
so magnified the office as this bishop of Carthage." 
He was over fifty years old when he *joined the 
church." In less than two years he became bishop. 
He had been a roué and was considered one of the 
hardest cases in the city. In his epistle to Donatus 
he claims to hav “ been born again, and set free from 
the bondage of his sins." His biographer Pontius, 
in extenuation of his early life, says, “ The doings of 
aman should not be reckoned from any other point 
except from the time he is born of God.” He was a 
man of great wealth, which he distributed among the 
poor as soon as he had a change of heart, but when 
he -had attained the bishopric his property was re- 

. stored to him, so it was claimed, by a signal exhibi- 
tion of divine providence. He made the eucharist 
his hobby. He says that a nurse took a child of 


Christian parentage to a heathen temple, where the 
priest gave it some bread dipped in wine, the re- 
mains of a sacrifice. The mother, ignorant of this, 
brought the child to him, to partake of the eucharist, 
but the child was seized with fits and showed signs 
of a guilty conscience. After some trouble, the dea- 
con succeeded in pouring a few drops of consecrated 
wine into its mouth, but “the holy eucharist could 
not remain in a body so defiled, and. burst out of the 
child’s polluted bowels.” The number of instances 
given by Cyprian of how people suffered for having 
received the sacrament unworthily should hav satis- 
fied every inquiring mind of those days. One well- 
authenticated instance would answer to-day. Cyprian 
was what might be called an involuntary martyr. 
Twice he ran away and hid himself, leaving his flock 
to the persecutions of the pagans. His various 
epistles to the lambs who had been caught and were 
awaiting sentence, exhorting them to stand steadfast, 
suffer tor the truth, and gain their crowns, are cer- 
tainly, under the circumstances, very amusing. How- 
ever, from him I glean one fact, that in his day Rome 
was simply a bishopric, with no claims to supremacy, 
and he addresses its bishop as “ colleague.” In his 
27th epistle he says, “ The church is founded „upon 
the bishops, and every act of the church is controled 
by them.” His remains are preserved in Arles, hay- 
ing been carried there, so it is stated, by Charle- 
magne. The cathedrals in Venice, Compiegne, and 
Rosnay also claim the honor of possessing his entire 
skeleton. 

St. Athanasius has enough theological glory in 
being the formulator of the creed which bears his 
name. The day for its defensehas gone by. There- 
fore I'll pass it without comment. He vouches as an 
eye-witness to the truth of the records of Anthony, 
and that Satan visited the staint, admitted he felt un- 
comfortable while in the saint’s presence, and that 
by his prayers he had deprived him (Satan) of the 
power of injuring mankind. Athanasius declares that 
an angel supplied Anthony every day with a half loaf 
of bread and a half pitcher of drinking water, and 
whenever anyone visited him, the angel, without hav- 
ing been previously notified, brought the same allow- 
ancefor the visitor. His writings are filled with the 
wondrous doings of the monks, who were his firm 
friends, and defended and protected him during his 
several banishments. But impartial history has de- 
clared that these monks were disgustingly filthy in 
their habits, as, among other things, they were not 
alowed to bathe themselvs. Athanasius boasts of 
Anthony’s holy horror at even the sight of bathing 
water, *by which, except under the direst necessity, 
his feet were never contaminated.” Is it not barely 
possible, my friend, that this is the reason why the 
devil felt so uncomfortable in his presence ? 

Epiphanius, styled the “father of all bishops, a 
shining star among them; the pattern of ancient 
sanctity, and man of God-blessed memory,” confines 
his attention principally to miracles. Besides the 
usual run, he testities that several fountains and 
rivers were annually turned into wine. This was 
particularly the case with the river Nile in Egypt. 
There can be no doubt of the truth of this. He is 
not quoting on information derived from others, as 
he solemnly asseverates that he himself frequently 
drank the wine from the fountains and rivers. He is 
one of the stanchest advocates of the existence of 
Jesus, and as T am pleading my side of the question, 
I feel that you will excuse my not quoting his con- 
clusiv arguments. They would surely convert every 
reader of Tue TRUTH SEEKER. i 

St. Ambrose, a lawyer by profession, was sent to 
Milan as governor. Shortly after his arrival the 
bishop died, and he was elected to the vacancy. Not 
being a Christian he was baptized, and immediately 
assumed the Episcopal robes. His works are many 
and cover almost every subject, but it is evident that 
all he knew of your religion or mysteries was due to 
their approximation to those of the pagan worship 
he had just left. Your church claims that the very 
moment he was invested with the Episcopal power, 
‘his mind was divinely illuminated,” but as I am. 
personally acquainted with several who hav been 
anointed with holy oil, knew them both before and 
after the ceremony, and hav never noticed any special 
illumination that I can now remember, either the 
story must be incorrect, or the oil, owing to age, has 
lost its power. Certainly Ambrose’s works, so far as 
they treat of your mysteries, show no. more knowl- 
edge, cogent reasoning, common sense, or illumina- 
tion than those of the earlier writers. His works on 
morals are good, necessary, and well-timed, else the 
history of those days mislead me. Theologically 
speaking, you are welcome to whatever comfort you 
may gather from his writings. Like Cyprian, he ex- 
tolled the sacraments, dwelt on them continually, and, 
among the thousand and one tales, relates that a per- 
sonal friend was once shipwrecked. . Taking a piece 
of the eucharist, which the faithful always carried 
around with them in those days, he tied it in a hand- 
kerchief around his neck, and though he could not 
swim, boldly plunged into the raging sea. A special 


wave took him on its crest and carried him safely 


ashore. The other equally marvelous stories are 


credible. ' 


Eusebius, the father of ecclesiastical history, comes : qi 
He is the mainstay, of commentators, as he. .': 


next. 
was the compiler of the writings of many of the early 
fathers, which most probably would hav been lost 


but for his mention of them. I wish every intelligent ` 


Catholic would carefully read his history, as it goes 
further to prove my proposition than any other work 
I hav as yet met. 
study Book I., chap. ii, entitled, “Summary View of 
the Pre-existence and Divinity of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ," in which you will find the cur- 
rent views and early teachings of your church. Then 
compare them with what is now taught, and ask some 


‘priest the cause and necessity for the change. © Do 


not let him put you off by saying it is an uninspired 


work, and that the church recognizes the writer only + 


as & historian, for Eusebius is quoted as the pillar of 
early Christianity, and compiler of all the so-called 


presumably as well authenticated as this, and ju b as 


I would be pleased to hav you . ' 


facts attesting to the divine origin of your. religion. . 


Read his admissions in chap. ii that “the name of 
Jesus,as also that of Christ, were both known and 
honored from ancient times.” In chap. iv he admits 
that “the religion announced by Christ was neither 
unexpected nor strange ;” and this read in connection 


with an essay by one of your early bishops, Faustus, : 


who said, “Do you receive the gospels? Undoubt- 
edly I do. Why, then, you also admit that Christ 


was born? ‘Not so; for it by no means follows that ` 


in believing the gospels I should therefore believe 
that Christ was born,” should satisfy any ordinary 
man that your. Christ was simply an idea suggested 
by the meaning of the word anointed. The term was 


applied even to Cyrus, else your records are untrue;- 


and every high priest was a Christ. Every petty 
ruler was also a Christ, and as he could not hope to 
hold his power over the people without the assistance 
of the priests, the addition of a little sacred oil to the 
coronation ceremonies invested him with supernat- 
ural powers, and the superstitious credulity of -the 
masses, ineuleated by the priests, helped on the 
fraud. Eusebius says that in his day the term Christ 
was applied to every faithful follower of the church. 
Possibly, my friend, if he had had your late personal 
experiences with a very pious deacon of the Method- 


ist church, he would not hav attached the name - 


Christ *to every pious person." In speaking of the 
Essenes, the monks of Egypt, he says: “The sacred 
writings used by this sect were none other than our 
gospels and the writings of the apostles.” As it is a 
historical fact that the Essenes were in existence 
several hundreds of years prior to the Christian era, 
the advent of Jesus must therefore be proven from 
some source other than “our gospels.” The reputa- 
tion of Eusebius is not of the most savory nature, 
and his veracity may very reasonably be called into 
question, even by Infidels, since the Rev. Dr. Lardner 
and other orthodox commentators hav declared as an 
interpolation the passage in Josephus attesting to 
the existence of Jesus, and carried its perpetration 
home to the very door of this “greatest of ecclesias- 
tical historians.” R 

As I bav already made this letter too lengthy, I 
will carry my further remarks over to my next. 

Yours truly, McArruur. 


—9—9—»-— 
Religious Toleration. 


It seems to be an admitted rule that eccentric per- 
sons are always in the wrong. Happy, therefore, 
must we think it, considering that the concurrent 


testimony of physicians and philosophers adjudge all | 


men to be more or less insane ; that society, 1n obedi- 
ance to secret laws of affinity, resolves itself into dis- 
tinct circles, allowing each prudent lunatic to revise 
the display of his aberrations for congenial company 
and to enjoy his madness without forgetting his self- 
esteem. I plead only for the protection which this 
paragraph provides in the presentation of my thoughts 
upon the topic heading this paper. It is a wonder 
that the advocates of religious toleration hav never 
considered that, perchance, in this wide world there 
may be some aside from religionists who need tolera- 
tion. Seemingly, this divine thing, religion, is the 
specialized thing which is ever in need of toleration, 
recognition, and protection. The devotees of this 
divinething must be tolerated under all circumstances. 


It is a crime for any one to entertain an adverse’ 


opinion—this thing must be protected and tolerated. 
With consummate impudencethis demand is made by 
the devotees of religion. I am not sure but this 
point is wisely taken. A divine thing is certainly 
sorely in need of protection and toleration. Its pre- 
sumed author, seeing that he is in need of the devo- 
tion of these religious devotees, might reasonably 
enough demand that his divine religion should hav 
toleration of all nations; this it has had to a very 
large extent. This government, in its gracious 
liberality, has extended its protectiv toleration to all 
kinds of religions and religious practices, but, for 
some unaccountable reason, it never thought that 
there might be citizens of this nation without 
religion, who, in fact, might need the same kind of 
toleration granted to these religionists, especially 
when we remember how intolerant these devotees 


` . practices. 


hav beén through allhistory We hav had. enough 
+ religious toleration specialized—let us hav a little for 
. the men and women who are so unfortunate—or for- 

"$unate, as the case may be—to hav no religion at all. 
`: These tolerated religions in this country are so in- 
famously intolerant toward those who do not believe 
. in the divine thing that they are ready to deny to 

‘them the rights of an American citizen. The most 
disreputable knave, being religious, can be heard in a 
' court of justice, while à man every way trustworthy 
and honorable is excluded, and a hearing is denied 


.' him in this.Same court of justice, he being without 


religion. Is there anything more contemptible than 
this? And yetit is often repeated in our halls of justice. 
, This is not all that this tolerated, intolerant religion 
demands. It also demands that the condition of 
truth-telling is that you shall swear by the pains of 
.hell, and a being who will inflict the same. The time 


wo cds when we ought to hav toleration for decency, 


~ though it does not come in the dress of hypocrisy. 
Let us hav toleration for worthy men and women who 
. cannot swear by the gods, neither heaven nor hell. 


2. This wholesale religious toleration in this country is 


one of the great causes of crime and indecent 
It is a fruitful source of crime, inasmuch 
as this toleration concedes to the superstitious bigot 
the unmolested right to flaunt in the face of manli- 
ness a bloody scheme, a bloody victim, sin-atoning 
blood, sin-washing blood, innocent blood for the sins 
of guilt, and the acquittal of the guilty thereby, and 


*. consequently the encouragement of crime. 


"The world’s history demonstrates this: Crimes— 
ninety-nine per cent of all crimes—are from this ini- 


En munity from guilt through this bloody scheme, and 


still the cry is more toleration for these bigots. Yes, 
toleration for crime—that is what it.is. I deny that 
any authority in this country has the right to tolerate 
or in any way protect crime.. There is no liberty in 
such protection. There is no liberty in such tolera- 
tion. Tolerate Freeman in his religious rite to kill his 
daughter. Tolerate the Mormon in his religious rite 
of polygamy. Tolerate the priesthood in wringing 
from their stupid devotees the secrets of their lives. 
Tolerate the incarceration of women in nunneries. 
Tolerate inquisitorial fires and hells where crime for- 
ever goes unpunished. Tolerate forced fastings and 
rites which are in violation of the common decencies 
of life. Tolerate baptism in ice-cold water. Tolerate 
the lawlessness of the Salvation Army and the free 
Methodist ; and thus we find that every kind of fool- 
ish, harmful, and wicked practice isin vogue among 
these tolerated religious outlaws, and decency has no 
hearing or toleration unless it comes under some of 
these abominable superstitious religions. Let us hav 
toleration for science, philosophy, and investigation, 
though they chance to come with-uncovered and un- 
baptized heads. I ask those who are in the interest of 
freedom—not that of anarchy—but freedom, which 
` demands that no practice among these tolerated re- 
ligions shall be tolerated or allowed that is inimical 
to the health of this community, or. the interest of 
^. the commonwealth, ought not this nation to reserve the 
. right to abate a nuisance at all times and in all places? 
A nation should protect itself against all foes, and 
should not permit any religious or other practices 
that are indecent and tend to promote crime. It 
should protect its subjects against ecclesiastical dom- 
inations and the enforcement of a religion upon the 
people which will tend to make them less loyal and 
less competent to defend the honor of the nation. 
All of this must happen when their religion binds 
them to amy foreign prince or potentate on earth or 
in heaven. Allegiance, first and last, is due the nation 
which will protect its subjects in the use of their con- 
stitutional rights, but to tolerate those whose prac- 
tices are in violation of decency and tend to crime is 
quite another matter. In this wholesale toleration, 
this nation, by its indifference, has placed itself in 
criminal league with that very element which, some 
day not in the far future, will cost the nation dearly 
in its best blood. The Republican party is bidding 
for the Protestant vote by criminal neglect of re- 
ligious usurpation ; and, on the other hand, the Demo- 
cratic party is bidding for the Catholic vote, through 
like criminal neglect of religious usurpation. Re- 
' ligions should hav no more toleration in their bad and 
criminal practices than the thief when he steals. The 
nation proposes to protect the people against con- 
tagious diseases. In this the state, through munic- 
ipal law, assumes the right to protect even against 
that which religions hav ever claimed is the work of 
Gods, and to prevent plagues, famin, and pestilence, as 
far as possible ; and, we ask, why not enter a legislativ 
protest against these religious indecencies, and that 
under the sanction of the national authority? Can any 
one render a good reason why the national govern- 
ment: should permit an infringement upon the rights 
of the children of this nation, from whom our future 
lawmakers must come? Robbed by religions of the 
birthright of freedom, priestcraft challenges their 
rights from the day of their birth. A nation in self- 
protection must prohibit this priestly interference 
with the children of this republic. It is an unpar- 
donable offense. It is high treason committed 
against an innocent childhood and the mothers of 
hat childhood—horrid mutilations, mental and 


physical. Every’ priest, 
the unmitigated j contempt ofa all manhood ‘and. 
womanhood for this treason which,they are con- 
stantly committing against the children of- the 
nation. They should not be allowed to look upon 
the innocent face of a child with these rites of sav- 
agery in their hands. Tolerate-religions in these foul 
practices? It is adamnation thus to do. To tolerate 
in this government these imported filthy customs 
from the rotten carcase of a dead theology, is to 
tolerate a stench full of pestilence and danger to the 
stability and advancement of this nation. St.’ 
Patrick saints and Orangemen saints meet religiously, 
and the result is murder ; but the religion guilty. of 
these foul murders must ‘be tolerated and protected. 
These Poles, coming here full of religion, fight over 
their religion and commit murders, all for Christ's 
sake; but this vile religion, guilty of the crime of 
murder, must be tolerated and protected. 

These representativs of a foreign religion and a 
foreign God should not be allowed to bring their 
religion or their Gods with them any more than they 
should be allowed to bring their contagious diseases 
along. If any are to be excluded, there would be 
less danger to the nation in the exclusion of the for- 
mer than the latter. They should at least be re- 
quired to leave their scalping-knife and other instru- 
ments of butchery at home with their dead gods. 

Such people should not be allowed, when they be- 
come citizens of this nation, to worship any foreign 
gods. They should worship the gods of this country 
—American gods; they are bad enough for all prac- 
tical purposes.- Is it not in violation of this nation’s 
protectiv decency, when those who hav found asylum 
here are disturbers of the peace through the importa- 
tion of habits and customs nativ in despotic govern- 
ments, but only elements of discord and danger here? 
Importation should be denied to all of these, whether 
they come in a religious or a political form. The 
most of our riots and crime come from these sources, 
and they should not be tolerated in these disturbing 
practices. 

But here is another religion bound by a foreign 
potentate — protected in its rite—that will not allow 
fighting for the honor or defense of the nation; and 
thus we pass from one to the other, and we ever find 
that they are an element of weakness to this nation. 
Would you by national legislation prohibit the relig- 
ious devotees in their worship? No, by no means; 
but these practices to which we hav referred, and 
there are many others which are not healthful or in- 
nocent—all, at any rate, that lead or tend to inde- 
cengy—ought to be abated, should not be tolerated any 
more than any other crime. Whenever they inter- 
fere with childhood, enforcing vows, baptism, or mu- 
tilation, then they should be pronounced criminal or 
a nuisance; and if criminal should be punished, and 
if the latter, abated. It may be assumed that relig- 
ions are nseful, and therefore should be tolerated and 
protected. So faras they are useful, that is allright, but 
chis is not the point in debate. Itis the unuseful, harm- 
ful, and indecent practices of these religions of which 
we complain Religion cloaks crime, and tends in many 
cases to develop the vilest traits in human character. 
To illustrate: Take that man in Cincinnati who mur- 
dered his wife. Listen to his last speech before he 
was hung. Of course he, by priestly intervention, 
was washed white in the blood of the lamb, and hence 
when he mounted the scaffold he was nearing heaven. 
Only the fall of the trap, and he was there. And this 
is what he said : “I hav only one thing to regret, and 
that is that I shall not meet my dear wife in heaven.” 
A religion capable of making such a consummate vil- 
lain of a man as this is hardly a useful religion. But 
it may be said this is not the work of religion, but the 
abuse of it. But we cannot separate religion from 
its historical features. Its value must be taken in the 
light of its history. And what is that history but 
one of infamous deeds and bloody crimes? In its 
name sixty millions of human beings hav been mur- 
dered. 

This is essentially religious. 
without crime in its practices—that is, as & rule. If 
there is, then it has stolen the wrong name. We 
cannot concede the claim that religions are so far 
useful as to offset the evils in the practice of the 
same, without swindling history. But let us enlarge 
upon this, and inquire as to the benefit religion has 
rendered this government that it should demand tol- 
eration and protection and thus specialize itself. I 
confess that the criminal statistics of this country 
fail to show that any good -has been rendered this 
nation by religion. The penal institutions of this 
land hav been and are largely supported for criminal 
religionists. No mathematics but divine mathematics 
can figure a useful factor out of these statistics. The 
insane and penal institutions hold a large percentage 
of criminals, whereas less than one-fourth of the en- 
tire population of this country are classed as religion- 
ists. This only shows very justly that tle laws of 
this country do not protect religionists any more 
than others whose crimes come within the provisions 
of the statutes, but we claim that the criminal prac- 
tices of religion should be punishable under statu- 
tory enactment like all other crimes, and the fact that 
they are religionists should not shield them. We 


There is no religion 


Christian or Jew, deserves | would not jn any form limit the freedom of the peo- 


ple in belief or unbelief, or in the expression of the 
same. This should be conceded to all, and this is 
what we demand. The right thus to do, without 
fear or harm from any source, must be admitted. 
Black, white, yellow, or brindle, the right is, and 
ought to be, the same. We ask not for toleration, 
only that which is equally granted to all But this 
is not enough for religionists. They want toleration 
and protection on the ground of their religion. We 
say, No! If this is conceded, then it would be only 
just that others should be tolerated and protected on 
account of not having any religion. 

This is not conceded, however, in our courts of 
justice, and this is the ground of our complaint—not 
that we demand toleration.and protection on the 
ground of being not religious, and we would not hav 
it conceded to religionists on account of their relig- 
ion—but on the ground of equality under the laws, 
as American citizens. We demand that the national 
government shall protect its citizens against the 
invidious distinction made in our courts of justice, 
so-called. But what is there in religion, at any rate, 
legitimatizing these invidious distinctions? An honest 
man, disfranchised because he will not consent to act 
the hypocrit, is frank to confess that he cannot affirm 
or deny what religionists affirm as to the being of 
a God. This honest confession makes him a crim- 
inal. If he will only falsify his conviction by his lips, 
then his word is taken, he is trustworthy. But in 
telling the truth, there is no toleration for him. The 
religionist must falsify when he affirms his belief in 
this being whom he says created the universe, for 
they hay ever told us in their creeds, and by the word 
of mouth, that this being of whom they affirm is 
incomprehensible. Who can affirm or deny an attri- 
bute, good, bad, or indifferent, belonging to, or not 
belonging to, an incomprehensibility? The man who 
refuses to affirm or deny according to this confession 
of the religionists is much nearer the truth than he 
who affirms. He who affirms falsifies, as he falsifies 
when he says he, she, or it is incomprehensible, but 
his word is the embodiment of veracity, while he who 
confesses that he does not know is the incarnation of 
vileness, and the courts of so-called justice bid him 
step down and out! Tolerating such a religious fraud 
as this is an infamy which the English language can 
not express. A man that would indorse this infamy 
ought to spit upon the stars and stripes and seek for 
some savage hut where he could lie down and rot. 
But it may be said that this incomprehensibility is 
known in part. If this is true, then two parts are 
more than one, and thus you see that a relation is 
established between the parts, which reduces that 
incomprehensibility to measurement through its 
parts, and thus we see at once that the story of this 
incomprehensibility is a falsehood, and hence its 
utter ruin. Its infinity is veiled within the terms of. 
the limited. 

But religion, in fact, can plead for no reality only 
that coming in the line of inheritance. The relig- 
ions of this world hay a genesis in no way unlike 
that which gave us hands, feet, eyes, and ears. All 
of these came from the lowest structural forms. 
Many things in this genesis are harmful. Our hopes 
are contained in the wisdom which will come to us as 
the result of having learned the methods of nature, 
and in the application of the same to all of those 
which are the gifts of the lower forms. In time we 
will drop them off as we hav in the past disposed 
of useless members. And thus it will be in time 
with the diseases which we hav inherited, and it is 
impossible not thus to class religions. They are like 
the muscle which once moved the ear, which is now 
human, but not thus when that muscle was activ. 
Religion, like that muscle, is an arrested develop- . 
ment. It belongs to a dynasty which is dead. It 
does not belong to rational thought. It is atrophied, 
and has an expression in those fragments of the hu- 
man race whose development has been forevér 
arrested, and it points to extinction. It cannot hava 
resurrection. This is the divine thing that is toler- 

ted. And, as we look upon its slaughtered heca- 
tombs, we are convinced that, were they all collected, 
they would build a monument whose top would reach 
the. Christians heaven—at least, the Bible heaven. 
Iam aware that we hav modern religionists to whom 
ny arguments do not reach. All I hav to say is, I hav 
been dealing with religion proper, which is a divine 
thing. J. H. BunsnaM. 


S- 


e e-o 
CremexT or Romz.—The name of Clement does not 
appear in either of the two epistles ascribed to him, 
but is added at the end of the first in the only man- 
uscript extant, the Alexandrian, which is assigned to 
the fifth century. The second epistle was first men- 
tioned by Eusebius. It is now universally regarded 
as spurious. The only primitiv preachers named in 
the first epistle are Paul, Kephas, and Apollos (chap. 
xlvii. In another place (chap. v) Paul and another 
apostle are mentioned as martyrs, and as all the let- 
ters of the name of the other apostle are obliterated 
but the last two, os, it has been assumed to be 
Petros. But is it likely that the author would write 
Kephas in one place, and Petros in another, refer- 
ring to the same apostle?—Antichrist. 


The Liberal Club. ; - ^. 


- It was bad weather that prevailed on the evening 
‘of Friday, the 22d. The air was full of dampness 
and the streets were slushy. But this state of affairs 
madé no difference in the attendance at the 396th 
regular meeting of the Manhattan Liberal Club held 
that evening. Interest in the club has risen superior 
to all outside influences, and no interruptions are rec- 
ognized. .An earthquake intervening would be called 
to order by the president, and then business would 
proceed. The visitor who arrived later than eight 
o'clock had to search for an empty chair and then sit 
on a campstool. 

No minutes of the previous meeting were read. 

The secretary had so large an armful.of Truvrs 
Sesxer Annvazs for 1886 to carry that the minute 
book was left at home, as of less importance. When 
this was explained to the chair by the secretary, the 
chair admitted that the secretary's action was 
regular. : 
The lecturer for the evening. was Dr. R. A. Gunn, 
and the subject was “Alcohol Out of and In the 
Human System." The doctor led off with a brief 
history and description of alcohol. It originated 
away back in Arabia, and is a colorless, limpid liquid, 
of agreeable taste and odor. Its component parts 
are hydrogen, carbon, and oxygen. Its effects are 
hilarious. The use of it is almost universal, and the 
habit of getting fullis older than history. Among 
the claims made by Dr. Gunn were these: that alco- 
hol in the system was necessary to sustain life; that 
it is produced by digestion, being found in the excre- 
tions of those who hav never drank it; that it pos- 
sesses such medicinal properties as to make it almost 
indispensable to the physician; that as a food it will 
sustain life for months; that in the decline of life it 
is a useful stimulant, and that more injury than good 
would follow its total abolition. The doctor ad- 
mitted the harmful and dire effects of excess. There 
would be less drunkenness among working people 
if their social condition were improved. Crime is not 
so largely due to the use of liquor as is supposed. 
From twenty to fifty per cent.of the-inmates of pris- 
ons are drinkers. So are about the same per cent of 
church-members. Fanatical crusades against liquor, 
Dr. Gunn believed, would never hav the effect to re- 
strain intemperance. Lecturers on the subject are 
usually sentimentalists, and hav no practical knowl- 
edge of it. 

Dr. Gunn’s address pleased some of the audience; 


' others, including the president, did not like it at all. 


Dr. Weeks was the first to respond to the ‘chair- 
man’s invitation to discuss the question. The doctor 
said he didn’t like to appear forward, but if he didn’t 
come in then he might not get a chance at all. Dr. 
Weeks had not much respect for the opinions of sci- 
entists. They were all pollywogs. There were as 
yet no frogs among them. Quoting from the poet, 
Dr. Weeks said, “A little learning makes a man a 
a fool.” Alcohol was an irritant, not a stimulant. 
At the end of ten minutes the chair hit the speaker 
on the elbow with its mallet, as an indication that his 
time was up. 

Mr. Minchall, a young Englishman, made some 
astonishing statements about the process by which 
alcohol is produced. He said that in fermentation a 
‘small insect absorbed something or other, and voided 
alcohol; so that the best champagne was merely the 
fluid excretion of an animal. Mr. Minchall seemed 
to possess considerable uncoordinated knowledge of 
chemistry. His statements were wholly contradictory 
to those of Dr. Gunn. 

Dr. Lambert felt called upon to flatly contradict 
Dr. Gunn’s assertion that all practicing physicians 
‘found alcohol indispensable. He instanced Dr. Davis, 
of Chicago, editor of a medical journal, who, with a 
wide practice, for the past twenty years has prescribed 

.no alcohol. Adulterated liquors was no more poison- 
ous than pure alcohol. The doctor then related a 
dream. He went to heaven, and St. Peter objected 
to admitting him because he was an M.D. Peter 
said that M.D.’s and D.D.’s were rare in heaven for 
the reason that they had done so much harm in ad. 
ministering wine as medicin and at communion. No 
drunkard should enter the kingdom, much less the 
manufacturer of drunkards. Dr. Lambert then went 
on to relate that St. Peter inquired after Mr. Wake- 
man; but the chair here told the doctor he was out 
of order and made him stop. 

Dr. Eccles said that everything we eat turns into 
alcohol. Digestion is fermentation, and there is an 
alcoholic stage to it through which food must pass, 
becoming an acid, the same as cider has its fermented 
aleoholié stage before it becomes vinegar. Food that 
goes into the mouth as starch leaves the body as car- 
bonie acid, and there is no way of going from starch 
to-carbonie acid except through alcohol. Dr. Eccles 
showed casually that Mr. Minchall did not know what 
he was talking about. 

Dr. Gunn, in closing the discussion, could not see 
that the remarks of his critics were worthy of much 
notice. These men were mere theorists, not practical 
experimenters. Mr. Minchall’s notion about the pro- 
duetion of aleohol would not be advanced by any in- 
telligent person. Dr. N. S. Davis was known to Dr. 


"| Gunn. “They had met in co 


| audience, he said, in substance : 


preseribed alcohol. . He was one of those doctors who 
had made no progress in anything for forty years, and 
still prescribed calomel and jalap whatever the dis- 
ease. The medical journal edited by him was.the 
object of just criticism by the whole profession on 


account of ‘its chemical, medical, grammatical, and 


typographical blunders. Besides, Dr. Davis was a 

temperance . fanatic, and his opinions were formed 

without an impartial examination of the facts. 
The arguments, one way and the other, left the 


listener to settle by personal experiment whether. 


alcohol was a useful thing or not.’ Dr. Gunn was 
apparently better fortified than were his critics, both 
by facts and experiment,.as he admitted that he 
sometimes took a little aqua fortis, and had no doubt 
that many in the audience had done the same thing: 

The next meeting, falls on the birthday of Thomas 
Paine, when there are to be exercises of an interest- 
ing character. Following that comes Mr. Reynolds's 
illustrated lecture, Sunday. evening, the 31st. The 
man with the badge pin will worry the stereopticon, 
and he cordially solicits the attendance of all those 
who delight to see a fellow-being in trouble. 

—9—$—9— 


A Meeting of the Sabbath Committee. 


The New York Sabbath Committee is an organiza- 
tion said to bé composed of laymen of different de- 
nominations, who hav devoted themselvs to defend- 
ing the puritanical Sabbath. The committee is, how- 
ever, only a jack-in-a-box worked by a string. The 
ministers hold the string. The Rev. W. W. Atter- 
bery is secretary. i 

One of the strings now being pulled is the circu- 
lating of Morris K. Jesup’s pamphlet against the 
opening of the museums. The Rev. W. W. Atter- 
bery (layman, of course) is the distributor. Last 
Sunday the committee held a public meeting at 
Chickering Hall. Between two hundred and fifty 
and three hundred people were present, mostly old 
men with egg-shaped heads, who were evidently 
living along to save funeral expenses, middle-aged 
ladies very pious, young ladies who had nowhere 
else to go, and young men who had followed the 
young ladies to see that no harm came to them. 
This meeting was not advertised as a protest against 
opening the museums on Sundays, but that is what 
it was, and an exceedingly weak protest it turned out 
to be. When Felix Adler spoke in the same hall in 
favor of opening the museums, over twelve hundred 
people listened to him. Neither was this meeting 
advertised as a religious gathering. But the adver- 
tisment was deceptiv. The meeting was all piety. 
After a prayer by. Rev. Mr. Schaff, a former secretary 


-of the committee (layman, of course) Mr. John E. 


Parsons came to the front. He said the committee 
is composed wholly of laymen, and its work wholly 
unsectarian. All the committee wanted was to pre- 
serve the Christian Sabbath. He then announced a 
hymn, one verse of which ran: 
O day of rest and gladness, 
O day of joy and light, 
O balm of care and sadness, 
Most beautiful, most bright ; 
On Thee, the high and lowly, 
Bending before the Throne, 
Sing, Holy, Holy, Holy, 
To the Great Three in One. 


When the choir and audience had sung two verses 
of this, Mr. Parsons pulled the string which stopped 
the organist, and said that the Rev. W. W. Atterbery 
(layman, of course) would tell the audience what the 
work of the committee was, Mr. Atterbery said the 
committee was comprised wholly of laymen. He 
would read a letter from Archbishop Corrigan, which 
he did as follows: 


452 Mapisox Av., New York, Jan. 22, 1886. 

Rev. W. W. Arrersery, Secretary, etc., Rev. and Dear 
Sir: In reply to your polite note of yesterday I beg to say 
that I hav a previous engagement for Sunday evening. 

As I understand it, the movement for opening the museums 
on Sunday, though advocated in the interest of the working 
classes, is really the entering wedge of a larger and insidious 
design which aims at throwing open also on that day the 
theaters, drinking saloons, and other places of amusement, 
and so gradually do away with everything that givs the Sun- 
day a sacred character. _ 

If this view be correct, as there is good reason to believe it 
to be, the question becomes a very serious one, which de- 
serves most attentiv consideration. ; 

To visit the museums on Sunday is in itself harmless. To 
destroy the generalreligious observance of Sunday would be 
a national calamity. To weaken and endanger its sacred 
character would be most undesirable, for we all know the 
tendency of human nature, and how hard itis to recall the 
due observance of the day once the old landmarks are broken 
down. : 
_. lam, reverend and dear sir, very respectfully yours, 

n M. A. Corrigan, Archbishop. 

Rev. W. W. Atterbery (layman, of. course) con- 
cluded by quoting Renan’s sentiment that “ Chris- 
tianity is dead; it has lost its Lord's day." 

The Right Rev. W. C. Doane, D.D., of Albany, came 
forward and grasped the reading desk. Mr. Doane 
wore his Episcopalian uniform, knee breeches and cas- 
sock, and when he had stretched himself across the 
reading desk and put one shapely leg in view of the 


. To open the museums is in itself harmless, but when this is 
done to satisfy some people, will you not be compelled to 


ultation, and Dr. Davis | 


The sale of: 
liquor on Sunday must be prevented. 
movement and the Saturday half holiday must not be lost .. 
sight of. They-will do much toward a proper observance of ; 
the Sabbath. Museums can be seen at night, and they should ` 
then be opened. Our churches should be made more at- `- 
tractiv and the stranger received at all times with a hearty ^ 
welcome. . : Se us 


Congressman Breckinridge followed Mr. Doane. `` 
Mr. Bréekinridge's principal claim to distinction is ^ 
that he fought in the Confederate army. He looks . 
like a twin brother of Samuel Colgate. He said that 
opening the museums on Sunday could not be a minor 
matter in a concatenated system. The observance of.: 
the Sabbath must be maintained, and it would. be. 


He talked for three-fourths of an Kour, but this is all ^. 


he said. 
While Mr. Breckinridge was talking Howard 
Crosby came in and took a back seat, from which he 
gradually worked forward, until at the close he was 
down in the front. Mr. Crosby said he would not 
say a word for.a million dollars. He wanted to say, 
though, that there are no two bigger liars in the 
world than those who humbug the laboring man with 
the cry, “Down with the Sabbath, it is the badge of 
slavery !” and “Hurrah for the saloon, it is the hall . 
of liberty" Two classes only advocate these lies. 


First, the lazy class, who don’t want to work; and, - =; 


second, the greedy class, who want seven days’ profit 
out of six days work. "oF ‘ 
Mr. Parsons (who was about the only genuin lay- 
man taking part in the proceedings) asked the audi-. 
ence to join in singing the doxology, and remain 
while Dr. Crosby pronounced the benediction.” The | 
doxology runs in this wise: : 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise him all creàtures here below, 
Praise him aboye ye heavenly host, 
Praise father, son, and Holy Ghost. 
Mr. Crosby then shut his eyes, leaned on the read- 
ing desk, and, with a supplicating look at the chan- 
delier in the ceiling, asked the divine blessing on the 


audience, including the wicked secretary of the Amer- ` 


iean Secular Union, and the totally dépraved editor 
of Tue TaurH Szexer. The young men then selected 
their girls, and, presumably, went home. . , 

To an outsider the meeting presented all the ap- 
pearance of a “ fizzle.". There were but few, compar- 
ativly, present; there was no enthusiasm ; ‘the argu- 
meníts'were of the trashy religious sort, and exceed- 
ingly weak. The purpose of the committee was 
transparent—but it miscarried. The effort might as 
well hav been confined to some church, for all the 
effect it will hav upon public sentiment. If it is the 
best the committee can do, it will giv Mr. Jesup and 
his fellow-directors of the museums very little excuse 
for keeping the museums closed on Sundays. 


ARGUMENTS BASED ON FACTS. 
From the New York Herald, . 

Again I see there is an effort made to open muse- 
ums, libraries, and art galleries in New York on Sun- 
days. The non-success of the movement heretofore 
is owing chiefly to managers and trustees yielding 
too readily to religious prejudice, and if it is to suc- 
ceed at all, they must not be weighed down. by mis- 
taken notions.  . : 

Frequently it is said that there is no need of Sun- 
day opening; that those for whose benefit it is 
intended care very little about the matter, and would 
not avail themselvs of the privilege should: it be 
granted. ' ; 

Experience shows differently. It shows that all 
libraries, museums, and art galleries that hav granted, 
* Sunday opening” their use is comparativly greater 
than on any other day. Clerks, salesmen, and sales- 
women, shop boys, and shop girls—in fact, all those 
who are engaged in exaeting avocations or household 
duties during the week, are concerned in it. That 
numbers who are weary in mind and body through 
the week would. avail themselvs of a chance for im- 
proving their condition morally and mentally is evi- 
dent by the success attending those now open in 
Boston and Worcester, Mass.; Bridgeport, Conn., 
and various other cities. Managers or librarians of 
any of these institutions will show, too, that many 
who hav no pleasant homes and are without mental 
food accept Sunday opening as a happy boon. But 
should only a small number desire Sunday opening 
it ought to be granted as a matter of justice. It is 
notright to keep them from what they help to pay 
for. The wage earner can take recreation or relaxa- 
tion only on days of leisure, but the well-to-do can 
take it any day. On Sundays, if they want to read, 
or study literature, art, or science, they do so, and do 
not question themselvs as to whether or not they are ` 
doing right; and if they wish to indulge in riding or . ` 
visiting or a so-called sacred concert they do so. 
Let the people hav an opportunity of entering amid 
cenes of interest and influences that humanize and 
civilize. E kg 

I hav been thanked often for the privilege of com- 
ing to the library and reading-room here in Bridge- 


port on Sundays, and hav been told that the “ direct- - | 


The early closing .. 


gnever rendered ‘a’ greater help to morality " than 
when they granted Sunday opening. Even ministers 
and the strictly pious hav become so favorably im- 


^" pressed that the thought of closing it on Sundays 
'" | would meet with a bitter protest from them. It was 


. Director and Librarian Bridgeport 


iried.as an experiment. The experiment proved a 
success and became an established fact. , 
rE W. J. Huts, 

Public Library, 


^ "Bridgeport, Conn. 
l SUPERSTITIOUS OPPOSITION. ` 
From Heber Newton’s sermon last Sunday. 
In our own city every effort rationally to use Sun- 


, day for the physical and mental improvement of the 
“people is met still with the sincere and earnest but 


noné the less superstitious opposition which similar 


efforts would hav met with from the scribes and: 


Pharisees in the age of Jesus. When it is proposed 
“to open our libraries or our museums on Sunday, the 
churches which bear the name of the saintly Sabbath- 
breaker of Judea interpose'on behalf of that Jesus to 
perpetuate the very superstition which he lost his 
life in combating. There is still need for those who 
discern the significance of his example and who be- 
lieve in the principle which he enunciated, to lift up 
a calm and earnest protest in his name against this 
lingering superstition. f 
It stands in the way of the physical. progress of 
man. There are hosts of our fellows to whom it is 
the one chance for an outing into the fresh air—the 
one chance to build up their bodies toward the meas- 


© "ure of a perfect manhood. The superstition of the 


LEE 


z 


: has been facilitated by these conditions. 


. Sabbath stands in the way of the intellectual pro- 


gress.of mankind.. We hav a number of libraries in 


` this city. “How many of them are opened on Sun- 


day? It is the religious sentiment of this city which 
. turns the key of their doors in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Our young men and women may not become 
saints by frequenting libraries, but will they not be 
more likely to grow into noble manhood and woman- 
hood as they learn to think and read, and thus climb 


- from the life of the animal to the life of intellectual 


being ? 

The superstition of the Sabbath stands in the way 
of the moral progress of mankind. No one who 
studies our social problems calmly and thoughtfully 
can fail to recognize ás the most alarming danger of 
our time the gulf that is opening even more and 
more widely between the classes of our society. 


Everything that tends to foster among our working 


: people the notion of class privilege is making against 
the truest morality in our midst. It is the wealthy 
people whose homes are private libraries and galler- 
ies of art who, unconscious of the seeming hypocrisy, 
protest against the opening of our libraries and mu- 
seums to those who can afford no library and can 
buy no pictures. 
dangerous fires to-day. : 

The superstition of the Sabbath stands in the way 


. of the religious progress of man. This superstition 
"of the Sabbath very largely aids im continuing the. 


undue emphasis which ecclesiasticism has always 
laid upon secondary elements of religion. This su- 
perstition of the Sabbath, now as of old, endangers 
religion by caricaturing God, and by drawing above 
the life of his children the dark clouds from which 
men shrink back into the sunshine of life. What sort 


- of a God is he whose inalienable prerogativs can 


be encroached upon By a walk in the fields upon a 
Sunday? l ? a 


THE WICKED INFIDELS AT THE BOTTOM OF IT ALL. i 
From Mondays Mail and Express. 


* In this period, midway between two presidential 
campaign, everything favors a development of moral, 

religious, and social questions. The rapid rise into 
prominence of the discussion of Sunday observance 

It has also 
been favored by the organization of the most aggres- 
siv Infidelity and Atheism of the time into a propa- 
gandist machine called “The American Secular 
Union,” of which Ingersoll is- president, and whose 

: Secretary, Mr. S. P. Putnam, has been the circulator 
of almost all the petitions for opening the Museums 
of Art and of Natural History on Sundays, as a part 
of the war of the Secular Union against everything 
that has been held “sacred.” One of the main 
avowed objects of Mr. Ingersoll and Mr. Putnam's 
Secular Union has been and is to secularize the Chris- 
tian Sabbath. 


—29-$—9-— 


Sound Sense. 
From a Baptist Paper. 

The so-called ** Freedom of Worship Bill” is to be pressed 
on-the legislature again this winter, and the only hope of its 
being defeated is in the united effort of all who are opposed 
to the sort of ‘‘freedom” Rome claims. Her idea of ‘‘free- 


dom of worship” is making other people giv way to her, and 
pay for her arrogance besides. While under this bill there is 


to be ** no'additional expenditure on the part of the state,” a^ 


large charge for priestly services can be put on the city. The 
attempt to make it a misdemeanor if the managers of the 
House of Refuge, and like institutions, do nqt provide altars 
and other appliances for celebrating mass is worthy of the 
palmiest days of Romish rule, 


. CHARLES B. 
D Ch: 


Sabbatarianism is feeding very 


ROBERT G: INGERSOLL, President. 
Vice-Presidents: 


HORACE SEAVER, 
WILLIAM ALGIE, 
ROBERT C. ADAMS, 
Titus L. Brown, 


CHARLES WATTS, 
Jonn E. REMSBURG, . 
THADDEUS B, WAKEMAN, 
MATTIE P. KREKEL, 
JAMES PARTON; HELEN'H. GARDENER. 
SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, Sec., - COURTLANDT PALMER, Treas., 
33 Clinton Place, New York. :850 Broadway, "New York. 
REYNOLDS, E. M. MACDONALD, 
air. Ex. Com. Chair. Fin. Com. 


The Campaign Fund. 


Previously acknowledged.............. eee 


$1,807.57 
Hampton Steele................. ` : 


1.00 


Nellie E. Crouch................ 8.00 
Graham A. Pearce..... 1.00 
Mrs. James Beveridge.. 1.00 
Mrs. Agnes Pearce........:...ssss esee .50 
Andrew Beveridge............... eese eene 2.00 
James Simpson,...weiccccsecseccesebeceeeees .50 
James Beveridge.............. eese 1.00 
Alex. Beverid e.........ccoccccsseccossccssoseversncensacccee 2.00 

"Total; (52s tec ree E $1,819.57 


News and Notes. 


Let all the Liberals of New York city and vicinity 
remember the Thomas Paine celebration on. Friday 
evening, Jan. 29th, at German Masonic Hall, 220 


East Fifteenth street. Come and do honor to the 
memory of the hero, and help swell the funds for 
carrying on the work of opening the museums on 
Sunday. The question is being diseussed, and pul- 
pit and platform begin to feel the waves of agitation. 
Some wise preachers hav spoken in favor of this 
movement on fundamental humanitarian principles. 
The New York Sabbath Committee take the other 
side. They held one of their semi-occasional meet- 
ings on Sunday evening at Chickering Hall, which, 
out of a sense of duty, in order to know how much 
ammunition the enemy really had, I attended. The 
audience was small, and, as the New York Merald of 
Monday says, the arguments were weak. 

The only argument put forward against the open- 
ing of the museuins was that it would be an “ enter- 
ing wedge." It was granted that in itself it was an 
innocent thing, but human nature was such a ter- 
ribly uncertain and depraved affair that if you 
granted a harmless pleasure, there is no knowing 
what may happen. It is the Inquisition over again 
in a milder form. It is assuming that mankind is 
desperately wicked and must be kept in a strait- 
jacket. A little freedom, however innocent in itself, 
must not be allowed for fear of consequences. Men 
and women and children must be punished, not for 
what is actually done, but for what the theologians 
think they will do, like the parental disciplinarian 
who punished his boy every morning, not because he 
had done anything wrong, but because the father 
was quite theologically certain that the boy would do 
wrong before the day was over. Such is the pitiful 
and weak position of those who would close the 
museums on Sunday. Quite antediluvian, I should 
say, in their ideas of morality, quite on a par with the 
logic of the good old Presbyterian deacon who didn’t 
want a stove put in the church to keep the people 
warm. ‘This was an “entering wedge.” There was 
no knowing what direful consequences might happen 
if the congregation received a little warmth on this 
side instead of waiting until they got too much of it 
on the other side of Jordan. The “entering wedge” 
argument is the hight of dogmatic folly. Every- 
thing must be accepted by the morality of common 
sense for what it is in itself, and not be rejected for 
some fancied abuse that may result. Do the right 
oe and its legitimate consequences will always be 
right. 

The following letter, received among others from 
the members of the Legislature at Albany, shows the 
exceedingly muddled condition, mentally, of many of 
our politicians on the fundamental question of Amer- 
ican politics. The propositions involved are those 
referring to the taxation of church property: - 

ASSEMBLY CHAMBER, ALBANY, Jan. 24, 1886. 

SAMUEL P. Purnam, Esq., My Dear Sir: Yours of the 22d 


received and contents noted, as well as inclosed circular. 
In answer I would say that, while I am liberal in my relig- 


ious views, I am no Agnostic, and cannot favor the proposi- + 


tions in your circular coutained. ` 


Yours very truly, H. C. Howe. 


What has Agnosticism to do with these proposi- 
tions? No more than astronomy or geology, and the 
honorable member might just as well hav said that he 
could not favor these propositions because he was not 
an astronomer or a geologist. 
are founded upon the Declaration of Independence 
and the Constitution of the United States. The 
most eminent Christians hav favored them, not be- 
cause they were Christians, but because they were 
keen-sighted men, and understood the principles of 
American. government. These propositions aré 
purely political propositions and hav nothing at all to 
do with religion per se either for or against. They 
simply demand justice-and equality before the law of 
every citizen. What has this to do with Agnosti- 
eism? The philosophy of the universe is one thing; 


`The American Secular Union. | 


These propositions 


the philosophy of human rights is another. There is 
no direét logical connection between the two. Ag- 
nosticism may tend to make a man more Liberal, so 
that he sees no importance in the spread of a certain 
theological belief, but it is still to be hoped that one 
may be a Theist and a Christian, and yet deal justly 
with his fellow-men on purely humanitarian grounds. 
We assure the gentleman that he need not be an Ag- 
nostic or any other kind of a heretic or unbeliever in 
order to support these propositions, but simply a 
wise student. of the Declaration of Independence, and 
an honest politician. : 

F. K. Blue, secretary of the Liberal Secular Union 
of Liberal, Mo., writes of the efforts that are being 
made in that “Infidel” town for mental and moral 
improvement. Meetings are held every Sunday. Jay 


Chaapel has delivered lectures on religious and 


social errors; habits injurious to the individual; the 
cultivation of our finer sentiments—love of musie, 
art, poetry, beauty, etc. The audiences are appre- 
ciativ, and the work is encouraging. l 

I want to call particular attention to the illustrated 
lecture of our friend, C. B. Reynolds, next Sunday 
evening in this city, when the Liberals of New York 
purpose to giv him a rousing benefit, and thus show 
their appreciation of his services in the field of Lib- 
eral advancement. The illustrated lectures them- 
selvs are very interesting, and will constitute a new 
and attractiv feature of the lecture platform. Mr. 
Reynolds has expended a great deal of labor upon 
these lectures, but it is labor which must in the 
future produce valuable results. By means of these 
lectures a large number of those who are indifferent 
to the ordinary discourse will be brought in and, 
along with the entertainment and pictures of the world 
as it is, receive many new ideas in the direction of 
Liberal progress. There should be various instru- 
mentalities for the presentation of Freethought, and 
this adopted by Mr. Reynolds is one of very great 
importance, and encouragement should be given to it 
so that Mr. Reynolds may find permanent employ- 
ment. I hope for a full house next Sunday evening, 
and ask all Liberal-friends to come so that an im- 
pulse can be communicated to the labors of Mr. Rey- 
nolds that will make them more beneficial and in- 
spiring to our scattered forces wherever the illumi- 
nating rays may flash. Again, I say, do not fail to 
giv a Happy New Year's greeting to the Chairman 
of the Executiv Committee of the American Secular 
Union next Sunday evening. Samuzn P. Purnam. 

orm 
Lectures and Meetings. 

SEVENTY-FIVE miles by team across the prairies of western 
Kansas in the great January storm has been one of the in-. 
teresting features of Remsburg’s wintcr campaign. 


E. C. WarkEn lectured at Empire, Kan., Sunday, Jan. 24, 
forenoon and evening. His trip to Arkansas is postponed 
until March, and he desires a few more engagements for that 
month in that state and Southern Missouri. His permanent 
address is Valley Falls, Kan. 


Tne Liberals of Pennsylvania will hold a state League 
convention at Pittsburgh on Saturday and Sunday, the 30th 
and 81st. The-state meeting will be in Maltby Hall, 76 Fifth 
avenue at 10 A.M. and2p.m. each day. Saturday evening 
will be given up to a Paine celebration at Brooks's dancing 
academy, consisting of music, addresses, recitations, etc., 
and concluding with a social. On Sunday at 3 p.m. Charles 
Watts will deliver the closing lecture on ‘Science: Its 
Struggles and Triumphs.” 


W. F. Jamieson is having fine audiences in Joplin, Mo., 
and very friendly notices from the daily press. He was de- 
livering lectures in Joplin’s new theater, a handsome place 
for meetings, and when last heard from there was talk of a 
debate with one of the most popular preachers in the city. 
He was announced to deliver three lectures in Carthage, 
Mo., January 25th, 26th. and 27th. Jamieson is now on 
his wav northward, and will lecture on his ronte in Nebraska, 
Iowa, Dakota, and Minnesota. Address, Lake City, Minn. 


Mr. Ron» sends us the following report of the meeting of 
the Society of Humanists: Notwithstanding the severe 
weather that prevailed last Sunday, the members of the 
Society of Humanists met as usual at the paint shop of Mr. 
Foster to again continue the reading of the ‘‘ General View 
of Positivism.". Mr. Hugh MeGregor made a few observa- 
tions on what had been read on the previous Sunday, and 
brought out very clearly the Positivist idea that society is 
composed of separate organisms, meaning the family and not 
of individuals. The meeting opened and closed with a 
prayer, as is always the custom. All men who are interested 
in the Religion of Humanity, and who feel the need of the 
moral regeneration of this world, are invited to attend these 
meetings which are held at 10 a.m. every Sunday at 4 
Market strect, New York city. 

+ 
E Sunday in Scotland. 


A strange illustration of the idolatry of Sunday appears in. 
the Rev. Dr. William Ross's recent volume of Scottish local 
history, “ Aberdour and Inchcolme,” where a kirk session 
took à remarkable view of the comparativ guilt of. Sabbath- 
breaking and criminal offenses. Dr. Ross makes this quota- 


„tion from the minutes of the kirk session of Aberdour for 


August 30, 1724: “ It being reputed that David Allan, Robert 
Thompson, and John Reid had broken the Sabbath day, by 
stealing apples on that day, they were cited, and compearing, 
they all acknowledged that it was only cleven of the clock on 
Saturday night, and that>they were very sorry it should so 
hav happened, and promised never to border so near on that 
day again; and were exhorted to carry as Christians, to be- 
have themselvs as those that know that God would not let. 
them go unpunished that break his day without serious re. 
peutance.” 


^ THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Communications. —, 


What is Money? 


A writer in Tae Teura SEEKER of January 9th, 
over the signature of * J. D.,” makes such strange as- 
sertions in reference to the functions of money that I 
feel impelled to answer him. He says: ‘“ The advo- 
cates of unlimited silver money, like the paper in- 
flationists, think that by adding to the amount of the 
currency you increase the wealth of the country.” 
This assertion is not corroborated by my observation. 
As a rule, this class maintain that money, whether 
made of paper, gold, or silver, is not wealth or value, 
as those terms are usually understood and applied. 
Gold or silver is wealth, but when made into money 
it is no longer wealth. Its money quality must be 
destroyed if its metal quality is ever utilized. All 
that givs gold or silver value is its metal quality, and 
not its money quality. 

Again, “J. D." says: “If you double the amount 
of currency, it takes two dollars instead of one 
to buy the same article.” In other words, if all the 
currency of the country were destroyed but one dol 
lar, that dollar would buy all the property of the 
country. If by doubling the currency its purchasing 
` power diminishes one-half, then by diminishing the 
currency one-half its purchasing power doubles. 
And if this process should be repeated, it don’t take 
much ciphering to discover that the last dollar would 
be able to purchase countless millions. Hence “J. 
D.’s” reasoning is fallacious. j 

Again I quote: “We put on a tariff that shuts our- 
selvs out of foreign markets, and then use a cheap 
currency that admits foreign goods practically with 
but little duty, and this we call statesmanship.” We 
put no tariff on exportation. Nearly all the countries 
of the world admit our surplus products free of duty. 
If it were possible for our statesmen to do what “J. 
D.” charges them with doing, then that would be 
what I would call shrewd statesmanship. We should 
get something for nothing. We would encourage 
foreign merchants to ship us their merchandise, but 
would discourage shipments in return to pay for the 
same. The basis of all exchange is commodity for 
commodity. If shiploads come to us, and none go 
out, then we are so much ahead. 

One more quotation: “ While silver is used as 
money standard, it will inevitably drive the gold out 
of the country, and leave us nothing but a continually 
expanding currency for ourselvs, which, in any deal- 
ings with other countries where they hav a staple 
currency, would not be worth fifty cents on the dol- 
lar" Now, suppose the gold is driven out of the 
country, is it to be supposed that a single ounce of 
it will go without its bringing us an equivalent there- 
for? In other words, if we exchange our gold for 
tea, coffee, or other foreign commodities, are we not 
getting value received? Gold is a production of this 
country, the same as cotton, wheat, petroleum, etc 
We expend labor in these productions, and exchange: 

_the productions for other productions which we pre- 
fer, and thus are benefited. When we exchange iron 
metal for foreign merchandise it is heralded as a sign 
of prosperity. Where, pray, is the difference when 
we exchange gold metal? A commodity is a com- 
modity, whether it be gold, iron, silver, or petroleum, 
and when we exchange these commodities for other 
commodities the only vital question involved is whether 
we get a day's labor for a day's labor. If silver be- 
comes so plenty with us that it passes for fifty cents 
on the dollar, where does the ruin comein? In other 
words, if we should discover silver mines so that the 
metal could be turned out at the rate of a pound 
where we now get an ounce, who is that going to 
hurt? Iam quite sure it won't hurt me. It is said 
he is a benefactor who makes two blades of grass 
to grow where one grew before, and if sixteen ounces 
of silver can be produced where one ounce was pro- 

duced before, some of us people who now eat with a 
tin spoon may be able to enjoy the luxury of a 
silver spoon. There are some people who get terribly 
muddled over a variable dollar. Some years ago, 
when greenbacks were about ninety cents on the dol- 
` lar, a lawyer friend of mine purchased a draft for one 
hundred dollar on some foreign office, which he pro- 
posed sending to a member of his family then travel- 
ing abroad. I happened to enter his office as the 
draft lay upon the table before him, and, as I hap- 
pened to belong to the fraternity of Greenbackers, he 
remarked to me: “See here what I hav to pay for 
the foolishness of you Greenbackers. That hundred 
dollar draft cost me one hundred and fourteen dol- 
lars.” I very coolly remarked: “What of it? Did 
you pay more or less than it is worth?" He replied: 
* Why, I paid some ten or twelve dollars more than 
I need to hav paid if greenbacks were not at a dis- 
count. I answered: “If you hav got half an hour 
to spare, I'll take that kink out of your head." And 
Idid take it out of his head. I challenged him to 
find the man who had got his ten or twelve dollars. 
There was no more profit to the exchange broker at 
that time than there is to-day. He soon discovered 
his error and acknowledged it. Underneath all ex- 


change is the fundamental basis of commodity for 


commodity. I am not unmindful, however, of the 
mischief which may be created by the variable dollar, 
but of that I may treat at another time. ` 
Chicago, Iu. " J. K. Maar. 
— 9—————— 


European Ideas. 


The idea that our founders established a free gov- 


ernment far in advance of anything ever before expe- 
rienced simply because they had broken loose from 
the control of Great Britain, was certainly most 
erroneous and deplorable-—deplorable because it left 
the people to regard great evils as among the privi- 
leges of freedom, and checked reform. 

The thirteen colonies had already derived from 
Europe for over a century some very bad laws, cus- 
toms, and opinions on religion, government, and 
economy. First, their idea of military organization 
was and remains to-day entirely the same as exists in 
Europe. Our military system is unworthy of a free 
people. Second, we retained many-ideas of religion 
as we received them from Europeans. Even to-day 
a large part of intelligent Americans would gladly 
see “ God in the Constitution" and the enforcement 
of Sunday observance. Third, we retained slavery, 
and encouraged it by legislation, extended its area 
vastly, and nearly one-half of our people fought to 
the death to retain it. Fourth, we hav the same sys- 
tem of raising revenues that was cunningly devised by 
kings and aristocrats, whereby to tax enormously the 
common people and relieve the wealthy. We hav 
gone further, we hav used the device to build up and 
protect monopolies. The idea of so interfering with 
human freedom as to tax imports to keep them out 
is intolerable to the natural mind. Not for one hour 
would we endure it were it not that we hav become 
familiarized with it, as we were with slavery. 

Strange, what a mighty educator or miseducator 
is law! We see to-day thousands: of men who would 
be shocked at the thought of restoring slavery, yet 
who not long since were either its apologists or ad- 
vocates. So if once free trade is established here, 
all these people who are now ignorantly upholding 
protection would look amazed at any proposal to en- 
slave them under a protectiv tariff. The idea that 
we must not buy any article of commerce without 
paying a great fine! We are far from being a free 
people. Horr. 

———_—____~99-<¢-—________—_ 


What Will the Weather Be? 


I hav long been convinced that simply knowing 
and teaching the size, distance, mass, cycles, and 
axial and orbital velocity of the planets of our solar 
system, and the size, composition, rotation, ahd com- 
parativ mass of the sun, is of very little practical 
value. As if this great luminary, 750 times larger 
than all the planets and planetoids that sail around 
him, were swung in the heavens merely to astonish 
and bewilder! Yet this is the sum of what astron- 
omy teaches to-day. Is it not astonishing that pro- 
found men, such as Herschel, Newton, Laplace, 
Olmsted, and Proctor, never divined the reciprocal 
electro-magnetic action of the sun and his family of 
worlds in the production of storms, cyclones, and 
earthquakes, when planets pass 80, 170, 260 and 350 
degrees on their orbits? Proctor, however, is be- 
ginning to get a little light in this direction, as indi- 
cated by his article on “Auroras and Comets.” I 
hav studied this problem carefully, made many baro- 
metrical observations, estimated the force of heat on 
»quatorial and other waters, trade winds, etc.; stud- 
ied storms, cyclones, sun-spots; noted the electric 
chrills that sweep over telegraph wires, interrupting 
nessages, setting fire to tables, and melting the con- 
Jucting wires, while the electric storm was advanc- 
ing, and all synchronous with solar outbursts, caused 
by the return charges of devitalized electricity from 
Jupiter, Saturn, and Uranus, and augmented by the 
return charges of inferior planets. I hav also noted, 
and, by the aid of others in the same line of research, 
proved conclusivly, the location of storm points as 
designated. I would modestly call the attention of 
astronomers to these laws regnant in our family of 
worlds. This view givs us a living, stirring family of 
worlds—an electro-magnetic life, pulsating through 
the entire organic domain. In a former article, pub- 
lished in the Missouri Republican, I gave planetary 
distances, except Neptune, which is 2,850,000 miles 
from the sun, and his cycle 166 years. The sun’s 
axial and the planet’s axial and orbital motions giv a 
clue to the generation and development of electric 
energy, the production of heat, clouds, and storms, 
Vulcan, the recently discovered planet, ete. 

I wish to say a few words to all interested. Look 
out for potato rot in 1886. An excess of electricity, 
with much warmth and moisture, is the cause. 
Heavy rains, hot days and nights at the time of ma- 
turing, on low, rich, and tenacious soils, will kill po- 
tatoes in afew days. Sandy and gravelly lands, with 
porous subsoil to quickly filter out water, are better: 
Water has great attraction for electricity. Plant 
early, and only early kinds; keep free from weeds, 
and as soon as they cook mealy, although tops are 
green and skin tender, dig and handle carefully and 


store in dry and cool cellars and. shield from light. . 
Tested forty years. Farmers, brother-Liberals, try “ 
it and report. . D. -Hiesm, M.D. | 5 
* Burton, Jan. 11, 1886. "t 
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Commiseration of an Anarchist. 


Vice is the wrong you do yourself. Crime is the |. 
wrong you do your neighbor. Excepting accidental \: 
hurts, these are the only human agencies that destroy `. 
human happiness. Ignorance is their mother, and *: 
she is a most prolific breeder. Want is her favorit ^. 
condition and prepares the way for her guilty chil- 3: 
dren. Vicé is passiv, crime is activ. The educator 
may show the vicious a better way and the moral 
revivalist exhort him him to take it, but the criminal 
must be restrained by physical force. Atl crimes are 
violations of individual liberty, and all violations of : 
individual liberty are crimes. 

Liberty is not the natural complement of life, but it 
is the rightful one. We cannot argue for liberty be- 
cause it is a decree of nature, for it is not; nor be- 
cause it is the will of any god, for it is not, but 
because it is the only condition in which lifecan be ^. 
enjoyed. I would a thousand times rather hav one. ` 
master than two, for then I would fight him until I 
was dead or free. But when every man I meet, who 
is over a certain age, isa bit of a haughty ruler, I `` 
know of no egress of escape, and my chains tinkle on | 
with a merry ringing tone, and seductivly invite me 
to enter for the spoils. : 

There can be no ruler without a subject. Every 
subject is a slave. Governments are held upon the . 
aching backs of slaves.: There they were built and- 
there they rest and ride. He who is loyal to a 
government is so much of a slave, else how could ‘he 
be governed. The free man governs himself. He is 
neither master nor slave. It is the province of the 
state to preserve individual liberty, but it does not 
do this. The people hav harnessed themselvs up, | 
built an office in the coach, seated an officer in the  - | 


office and given him the lines. What wil he do? 
Why, drive of course; and as it is some one else's rig, : 
he “don’t care .a d n for horseflesh” either. >` 
Why should he? 
When every citizen of the world loves liberty well ` 
enough to battle for his brother’s freedom, then the _ 
state wil hav to go. But, now, the slave crouches. 
under the shadow of his master's frown and waits for 
the millennium to free him! How foolish! It seems 
so funny to pass that throng and see Putnam and 
Macdonald sitting there awaiting the good time.  . 
coming. My fellow American slaves, let me whisper —- 
something in your ears. The millennium of which you ` 
speak will never come to you while you wear your | ,: 
chains. But some people are satisfied with anything 
if they can only boss a squad. S. V. Lumxey. 


o 
Our London Letter. 


The result of the elections, though not so satis- 
factory as the friends of freedom and progress could 


desire, has yet been felt as a heavy blow to the cleri- 


cal party. The agricultural voters were continually 
being told, previous to the pollings, that the parson’ 
was the best friend they had both in health and sick- 
ness, in adversity and trouble ; but it turned out that 
the laborer was not to be caught by fair words and 
promises for the future, and so he voted in his own . 
favor and against the oppressor. Consequently the 
clergy cannot help seeing that their power is drawing 
rapidly to: an end, now that they are successfully 
assailed in their strongholds; and to avert the evil 
day—for disestablishment and disendowment are 
within measurable distance—some of the bishops are 
leaguing together with many of the most influential 
of the rank and file to take steps for cleaning out the... 
Augean stable; but they will find their scheme of ref- . 
ormation is rather too late in the day to avail them - 
anything, and the power they hav exercised so long 
and so unmercifully will soon be taken from them ; 
and as the vast majority, from their training and 
traditions, are incapable of earning an honest living, 
they will have to go the way of all useless lumber. 

As this is the week of “universal” special prayer, |. 
no doubt many supplications wil be offered up by - 
the anointed ones for help against the adversary ; and, 
though their successors may suffer, the prayer of the 
present unjust steward with regard to disestablish- 
ment will be, “Not in our time, O Lord!" I expect 
they will find they are leaning on a broken reed, and 
they will get as much assistance as the priests of Baal 
are reported to hav received. The time they hav 
held pre-eminence has been long enough to show what - j^ 
they are, and the opportunities they hav had to help  F 
and relieve suffering humanity hav been thrown away, ` 
and it would be useless and wicked to giv them 
another chance. They will never improve themselves 
or their system, and the only effectual remedy will be 
to improve them off the face of the earth. Plenty of 
them will still find admirers in sufficient numbers to 
minister to their luxuries and make their paths through : 
life pleasant, but a goodly number will be in no re- 
quest; and when such is the case, nq doubt the stock 
exchange will get an augmentatior: of members, and 
still be able to gain a living by fleecing the unwary | 


T 


„iea slightly different manner to which they hav 
hitherto been accustomed no doubt, but the result 
wil bé pretty much the same, and the employment 
congenial. i 
' A rather bulky pamphlet has been written by the 


promoters of the Japanese nativ village established . 


. 1^' m London, giving a history, past and present, of 
^^ Japan, and I notice that the religious question is 
- "entered into. The writer of the introduction is a 
Japanese woman, and she claims to be the only one 
~.. "who has embraced and appreciated the blessings of 
Christianity," and signifies her intention of eventually 
returning to her nativ country to explain its beauties 
and the religious liberty enjoyed .here. I don’t 
' know what her idea of religious liberty may be, but 
she certainly cannot hav read or heard much of the 
doings of the clerical members of the church as by 
law appointed. Perhaps it may he only a little joke 
on her part, or a bid for the patronage of the relig- 
ious portion of the community. I should certainly 
; be inclined to look upon it as-an artful advertisment, 
more especially as she only admits the Protestant 
section as being the true church. Doubtless if the 
‘show was exhibiting in Spain or Russia it would be 
asserted that the Romish or Greek churches were the 
only genuin articles, all others being counterfeits. 
The simple-minded Jap has quite as good an eye to 
business as other individuals who claim a greater 
amount of: civilization. 

Several efforts hav been made to draw Charles 
Bradlaugh, and find out his intentions regarding 
what action he will take at the assembling of Parlia- 
ment, but he does not quite seem inclined to divulge 
his plans, and thereby shows. great wisdom. The 
‘enemy would be only too glad to be forewarned, and 
it would gcarcely answer to let him know what will 
be done. It is to be hoped he will be able to take 
his seat without difficulty, and if so the forthcoming 
Parliamentary debates will be rather more interesting 
reading than they usually are. Progressiv literature 
in this country is steadily increasing in circulation, 
and this appears to be the rule wherever aggressiv 
Freethought is establishing itself in the colonies.: I 
hope you find your list of subscribers continually 
being augumented, for so interesting a journal only 
has to be seen to be appreciated . 

London, Jan. 6, 1886. 

áo ————— 
Opinions of the Press. 
From the Liberal. 


Tae TRUTA SEEKER came to us last week illustrated with 
two good cartoons. ; 


Adding to The Truth Seeker’s Worth. 
From Rights of Man. d 


Tue TRUTH SEEKER comes out the first of tlle year with a 
new dress, adding illustrations, which adds to its worth as a 


representativ Freethought paper. 
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What is a “Splinter? New Dress ? 
' From the New Thought. 

Tux TRUTH SEEKER comes out illustrated, and with a brand, 
splinter new dress. It was always a good-looking and able 
paper, but now looks and is better than ever. E. M. Mac- 
donald is probably the most able editor in the Libera] ranks. 

Still Duproving. 

. From the Nonconformist. 

The New York TrurTH SEEKER begins the New Year witha 
complete new dress of type, and several illustrations. The 
first page contains a large fine engraving from the pungent 
genius of our old friend Watson Heston. Tur TRUTA SEEKER 
is improving. 


No; We Do Not Fear the. Hebrews. 
From the Hebrew Standard. 

Tur TRUTA SEEKER, which appears in an elegant-new dress, 
has in its last issue a vigorous cartoon, entitled, ** Liberty in 
Peril.” It is a sermon in itself and we are glad to note that 
the artist does not see in Judaism an element of danger to the 
rights of the people. Itis.a truthful compliment which we 
fully appreciate. 


Mr, Walker Knows the Artist, 

From Lucifer. i 
And now comes TuE TRUTH SEEKER in a new dress, and 
embellished with four pictures, the first of which is by our 
Western artist friend, Watson Heston, of Carthage, Mo., and 
is fully up to the high standard of conception and artistic ex- 
cellence by which we hav come to recognize Mr. Heston's 

productions. Success to the new enterprise. 


E 


An Envious Contemporary. 
i From Light for Thinkers, 
Tue TRUTA SEEKER put on a new dress with the advent of 
the New Year. It really looks so neat that we feel envious. 


It is a hopeful sign for all of us, when our Freethought and. 


spiritual brethren are able to put on style. Tue TRUTH 
STEKER is also launched into producing illustrations which 
are more radical than elegant. It intends to show up the 
ridiculous and unjust in religion, and evidently is going to 
do it. $ 


The “N. D. C.” Also Fighting Catholicism. 
t From James A. Bliss’s N. D. C. Awe. 

Tor TaurH Srexer, No. 33 Clinton Place, New York city, 
Jan. 2d, comes to us ina new dress and finely illustrated. The 
illustration upon the first page, entitled, ‘‘ Liberty in Peril,” 
is worth the price of a whole year's subscription. Every 
member of the N. D. C. should send ten cents for that especial 
copy, for there is nothing that can so perfectly illustrate the 
work of the National Developing Circle as that particular 

_ picture. Theillustrations upon pages 6 and 7, ** Holy Virgin,” 
will show you what we escape for our outspoken sentiments 
by having been born in the nineteenth century. Lay on, 
Brother TRUTH SEEKER, you are in the true field of reform not 
one moment too soon, : 
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; called government. 


A Tree-Climbing Fish. 

Of all land-frequenting fish, however, by far the 
most famous is the so-called climbing.perch of India, 
which not only walks bodily out of the water, but 
even climbs trees by means of special spines, near the 
head and tail, so arranged as to stick into the bark 
and enable it to wriggle its way up awkwardly, some- 
thing after the same fashion as the “looping” of 
caterpillars. The tree-climber is a small, scaly fish, 
seldom more than seven inches long; but it has 
developed a special breathing apparatus to enable it 
to keep up the stock of oxygen on its terrestrial ex- 
cursions, which may be regarded as to some extent 
the exact converse of the. means employed by divers 
to supply themselves with air under water. Just 
above the gills, which form of course its natuval 
hereditary breathing apparatus, the climbing-perch 
has invented a new and wholly original water-cham- 
ber, containing within it a frilled bony organ, which 
enables it to extract oxygen from the stored-up water 
during the course of its aérial peregrinations. While 
on shore it picks up small insects, worms, and grubs; 
but it also has vegetarian tastes of its own, and does 
not despise fruits and berries. The Indian jugglers 
tame the climbing-perches and carry them about with 
them as part of their stock in trade ; their ability to 
liv for a long time out of water makes them useful 
confederates in many small tricks which seem very 
wonderful to people accustomed to believe that fish 
die almost at once when taken out ‘of their nativ 
element.—Popular Science Monthly. 

: oero 


The Opposition. 
AFFLICTED WITH BLIND-STAGGERS. 
à From Liberty of Jan. 9th. 

The editor of Taz TRUTH SEEKER is a great bouncing good 
fellow. He snuffs the air as though it belonged to him. 
There is not a mean spot in him, and he would spurn to de- 
scend to such dishonest tricks asa certain old fox in the 
Freethought line in Boston is capable of. Neither does he 
pretend to '‘ culture,” and puts on none of those dainty, 
mincing airs which certain Free Religious sepulchral high 
priests masquerade in, as forms hardly risen from the dead. 
For ordinary purposes he is a good, square, level-headed fel- 
low, and publishes the best Freethought journal in America. 

But he is, alas! no philosopher. Giv him a good rounded 
philosophical statement, and he will prance around it like a 
monkey, chattering such disconnected and inchoate things 
-that it is very hard to get a grip on him. Yet, if he is hon- 


| est, he is worth saving; hence from time to time I. hav tried 


to show him how utterly illogical he is in fighting the church 
while at the same time defending the state, when the two are 
simply different arms of one identical body. 

In attempting to criticise my late article, ''Institution- 
Ridden,” he steps into a clam-hole and gets over his head. 
Then how he does flounder and splash! After calling my 
analysis of true social law a mere ‘‘ bundle of assertions,” he 
says that Anarchy is unfitted for anything short of the millen- 
nium, and makes Mr. Tucker say that it is ‘‘impossible of 
realization." 

Mr. Macdonald. does admit, then, that at the millennium, 
which occurs about a thousand years from now, Anarchy 
will be in order. This is certainly no mean compliment to 
Anarchy. If Anarchism were radically wrong, it could not 
liv so long and capture the world just in proportion as prog- 
ress moves. What progress hav the old left-handed guns 
such as are still wielded in the 'TRuvR SEEKER office made in 
the last four thousand years? Priests were never so nu- 
merous and so fat as they are to-day. And yet in one thou- 
sand years Anarchy is to take the field and priestcraft be no 
more. Friend Macdonald, you had better get on board our 
train, considering the slow progress of your old team through 
several millenniums. 

When the editor of ThE TRUTH SEEKER asserts that full 
voluntary individual co-operation would be an institution as 
fully as any, I pass such ignorance gently by with a recom- 
mendation to consult Webster’s unabridged, if nothing better 
is at hand. 

Our friend asserts that ‘‘ the best of governments is a nec- 
essary evil, yet that it /s necessary no man in his senses can 
deny." But why is this true of civil governments and not of 
theological? The vital point, which will not go into Friend 
Macdonald's brain, is that civil government and theological 
are one and the same thing. Upon this plain proposition the 
whole inconsistency of his position hinges. Both rest upon 
authority. Both are defended as conservators of good order. 
Each invokes the other when violence is threatened. Each 
advertises itself as a restraining force. Both assume to be 
instituted of God. Both levy compulsory taxes. Both hav 
pains and penalties for disobedience. Neither eoncedes the 
right of private judgment, when expressed in acts. Both 
are monopolies of natural wealth and the means of well. 
being. There is, in short, nota single principle that applies 
to one that does not exactly fit the other. Why, in all con- 
sistency, then, condemn the one and defend the other? Why 
a theological Anarchist and a civil politician? "Why skepti- 
cism here and cringing faith there? This is the one point 
that I cannot hold these Freethought people to. They dodge 
and splatter and hide everywhere. Macdonald in his silly 
and incoherent reply to me. talks exactly like the editor of 
Zion's Herald when replying to him. ` 


Editor Macdonald’s greatest fear of Anarchy lies in his, 


dread of thieves. What is a thief? Is it not he who takes 
your property without your consent? What power is 
chiefy engaged in this business? He knows it is the so- 
Yet he sticks to it that the public wel- 
fare calls for these governmental thieves. In saying that the 
government is the people, he says that the people are thieves. 
What people? Does he mean everybody? Still more does 
he insult the people by saying that, if they do not want to be 
robbed, they can modify the thieving institution. Hav the 
people, then, been engaged in setting up an institution to rob 
themselvs? 

According to Mr. Macdonald it is the “public welfare” 
that demands a government. Who is this individual, Public 
Welfare, and who gave him the right to demand anything ? 
Individuals just as good and wise as Editor Macdonald de- 
clare that Public Welfare demands that we should not hav a 
government. Public Welfare, then, seems to be talking both 
waysat once. Heison both sides of the fence. He demands 
of Macdonald that we hav a government, and he demands of 


me that we Ago» not a government. :He seems to be about as 
irresponsible and uncertain a nonentity as that other incom- 
prehensjble thing, **the people." Cannot Editor Macdonald 
giv us some accurate description of these two great poten- 
tates of his? Are their pictures to be found in any thieves’ 
gallery, or their biographies in any known library ? 

Editor Macdonald's libel on nature is about the blànkest 
piece of pessimistic savagery that I hav seen for many a day. ' 
He says that nature is as vicious as God, which is equivelent 
to saying that the existing Christian God is as good an ideal as 
nature is capable of producing. Hence he charges upon 
nature all the crimes and cruelties executed by the God of the 
Spanish Inquisition. Could I believe that Friend Macdonald 
had sunken [s/c] so hopelessly low as this, I should despair of 
him. The fact is that, when he gets tangled up in his own in- 
consistencies on this subject of Anarchism, he becomes mad. 
If there is no more virtue in natural law than in the God of 
Scripture, where, then, are we to look for help? Nothing is 
left us, I fancy, but Macdonald’s brain. It were indeed a 
hard outlook. 

Try again, Brother Macdonald. I repeat that you are 
worth saving. The fact that you-lose your head on this one 
subject of Anarchy alone shows that your conscience is ill at 
ease in your ridiculous position. There is no use of monkey- 
ing with this subject of individual liberty. You want to 
make liberty a sectarian thing. You cannot do it. Your 
arguments for full individual liberty on the theological side 
are pure Anarchism, and yet you say that Anarchism is non- 
sense when another takes them out of your mouth and ap- 
plies them to civil affairs. In setting up this war with your- 
self and chasing your own tail, you get dizzy and lose your 
head. Ido not know where it will end, but shall still labor 
and pray for your soul’s conversion. 


A Truth Seeker! Pah! 
. From the same paper of the same date. 

If '* X," before writing the foregoing editorial, had seen 
Tae TRUTH SEEKER of January 2d, he would not hav done 
Editor Macdonald so much honor. Not seeing it, he has 
given him a certificate of character far beyond his deserts. 
The paper of the date mentioned contained the following: 


AN ANSWER AT LAST. 
From Liberty. 

“The New York TRUTH SEEKER makes an effort to answer X's! 
editorial ‘Institution-Ridden.’ Doubtless ‘X?’ will giv this effort 
due and satisfactory attention hereafter. Meantime I may remark 
THE TRUTH SEEKER’s statement that when an Anarchist proposes to 
imprison a thief without his consent he proposes to set up an insti- 
tution as really a government as any we now hav. Now, it seems to 
me that just ihe opposit is the truth, and that the Anarchist, in 
proposing to imprison the thief without his consent, is fighting pre- 
cisely on the line of no-government. Why? Because in the case 
supposed the thief is the government.” 

Mr. Tucker is developing remarkable powers as a humorist. He 


cannot mean this.as a serious argument. It must be a joke. ’ 


Readers of Liberty will remember that the passage quoted 
by Trae TRUTH SEEKER was the beginning of a paragraph the 
remainder of which was devoted to the seemingly paradox- 
ical statement that ‘‘ the thief is the government,” showing 
that he is such because he embodies the governing principle, 
invasion, and that those who resist him, either individually 
or in association, do not embody that principle at all, but the 
opposit one, self-defense. Of course, persons unfamiliar ' 
with Anarchistic thought, seeing the unexplained statement 
that the thief is a government, would set its author down for 
a fool, whereas, if they should see the explanation, they | 
would.recognize the idea as an intelligible one, whether it 
commanded their approval or not. 'This Macdonald knew; 
so, seeing the chance to play the pettifogger, he improved it. 
He did not want his readers to understand me, but snatched 
at the opportunity of causing them to misunderstand me, in 
order to avoid confessing his own error, not being sufficiently 
ardent in his search for truth to pursue the latter course. 
Hence he descended to this despicable trick, such as ** X," in 
the kindness of his heart, supposes him to be incapable of. 
Tur Trorm SEEKER begins the New Year with new type. It 
needed a change of dress badly, but it needs a change of 
heart more. . 


er 
Why Are Ministers’ Sons Hard Cases? 

A subscriber in Vineland, N. J., asks: 

*CWhy is it that so many ministers’ sons are such bad boys 
and such hard cases as men ?” 

Not all of ministers’ sons are thus bad, but many of them 
are. The reasons are as follows : 

ist. The average minister is a tyrant in his family. Im- 
agining himself to be better than other men, he tries to rule his 
boys with a rod of iron. He denies them access and partici- 
pation in games, the delight of all people of all ages in all 
countries. He forbids cards, checkers, and such harmless 
home amusements. He freezes them up Saturday night or 
Sunday morning, and stands them back till Monday. His 
life is so often and so greatly different from his ‘sermons that 
the boys notice a failure to connect and get out as soon as 
they can. : 

9d. Boys inherit from their mother. Many a wife of a 
minister knows that there is about nineteen miles dilference 
between her husband in bed and in the pulpit—that he is 
not a sweet saint, a neat man,or a loving husband and parent. 
Her ideas reach into the minds of her boys. She knows that 
in a great many cases her husband is a fraud to a certain ex- 
tent. Her boys know it and kick out. His attentions to other 
women often worry her and thus impress the child before its 
birth, and thus the world jogs on. The sense of honesty 
there is in every human being is disturbed by the difference 
between profession and possession, and the boy is led astray. 
' The average minister gets so near to God, as he thinks, that 
he isa long way from his children. Noman can influence 
children unless he is of them, with them, and for them. 

We knew & minister years ago, & cold, psalm-singing 


Bible-banger, who preached what he said was religion. 
During the week he would bruise and torture his cows and a 
horse that was afraid of him; would pound his pigs over the 
head with a shovel because they came to the trough for feed; 
would jaw his wife, horsewhip his boys, strip all the clothes 
from his daughters, and lock them in a bedroom to keep 
them from going to the neighbors to play with other little 
girls. Asfast as his boys grew up they plunged into the 
world, finding the lowest kind of a hell-hole to be a haven of 
happiness in comparison to what they had at home. One of 
his daughters committed suizide, and his wife died of a broken 
heart. His home rule was simply beastly, brutal, and his 
boys became, one à professional gambler, the other a thief 
who is now serving a term in the Michigan state prison.— 
Pomeroy s Democrat. 
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Religious Toleration. 

J. H. Burnham has on another page a remarkably 

able article under this heading. But. we fear that 
‘Mr. Burnham’s intense hatred of religious intolerance 
has led him to go to an unusual extreme. It is very 
true that the Christian church is outrageously in- 
tolerant toward Freethinkers ; it is very true that the 
Mormon and Catholic churches are strongholds. of 
treason and hot-beds of immorality; it is very true 
that the confessional is an infamous religious scheme ; 
itis very true that the practices of religious fanatics 
many times are conduciv to the grossest vice, but 
nevertheless the law that should attempt to stamp 
out the religion that led to these things would be 
monstrously tyrannical. Neither can we assume, as 
does Mr. Burnham, that religions are useful and 
should therefore be taken cognizance of by the state. 
In his catalog of religious things not to be tolerated 
Mr..Burnham has included not only such acts as Free- 
man’s and such immorality as polygamy, but also the 
ridiculous antics of the Salvationists, the hysterical 
shoutings of the Free Methodists, and the almost 
suicidal rite of baptism in open air in mid-winter. 
Mr. Burnham, too, has almost gone to the length of 
advocating the prohibition of foreign beliefs. 

All this is wrong. The state has no right to in- 
quire into a man’s beliefs. The state has no right to 
prohibit any act not vicious or criminal. The state 
has no right to interfere with any person who is not 
trespassing upon the rights of others. A man in this 
country has a perfect right to be a fool—with the 
qualifying adjectiv usually written with a dash—that 
is to say, he has a right to be stupidly religious. If 
a person wishes to shout in a Free Methodist meeting 
let him; that is his business, If he wishes to walk 


through the streets dressed fantastically, shouting for 
Jesus, thatis his right. Ifa man wants to cut a hole 
in the ice and stand in the water, all right ; his relig- 
ious insanity will sometimes keep him warm. If aman 
thinks eternal happiness wil be secured by telling 
another man how many times during the month he 
has lied, we see no legal objection. , Let immigrants 
bring with them the largest assortment ‘of religious 
beliefs they hav; they cannot corrupt current Chris- 
tianity, any more than a rotten egg can be addled. 

In dealing with religion the state should be neutral 
—and neutral not only among religions, but among 
no religions. " The state should never spend a cent 
for religion, nor for no religion. 
missionary purposes nor for the propagation of any 
special ideas. When Freeman killed his daughter 
the state had to incarcerate him in a lunatic asylum 
for the protection of others. But it would be a 
dangerous stretch of power to incarcerate all his co- 
religionists because they might become insane. The 
state may prosecute a polygamous Mormon, but not 
all Mormons because they might sometime become 
polygamists. The stateshould prosecute a priest who 
uses the confessional for the accomplishment of crime, 
but not all priests, unless they are actually criminals. 
The state should rescue from nunneries all women who 
are detained against their will, but if a woman volun- 
tarily chooses to immure herself we do not see how 
she is to be légally prevented. When a Salvation 
Army “ officer” or a Free Methodist class-leader has 
ruined one of his female converts, the state may pun- 
ish him; but we do not see the justice of going to 
the next “officer” or next class-leader and saying, 
* Here, that fellow is a scoundrel; perhaps you are, 
too,” and summarily ordering his “army” to disband, 
or the Free Methodists to disperse. If the state 
shall, as Mr. Burnham advises, tolerate nothing “ that 
is inimical to the health of the community, or the in- 
terest of the commonwealth,” then who is to judge— 
especially as to what is in the interest of the common- 
wealth? If the majority should chance to be of such 


| fellows as the writer of the following in the Westerly 


(R. I.) Call, what would become of Mr. Burnham ? 
This is in answer to an article in the same paper 
favoring the taxation of church property : 


“ I answer that the existence of tle churches is as neces- 


-| sary for the public welfare as the existence of the public 


schools. We might as well tax one as theother. Our safety 
as a nation depends upon the churches and schools. We 
could not get along without them. It seems to me that it is 
policy to encourage and foster them in all possible ways. 
One of the easiest ways is to exempt them from taxation. 

If any man wants to get a proper return for the aid 
which he, by paying a little over tax, givs, let him go to 
church every Sunday, and take his pay in listening to the 
religious teachings he will there hear. It will not hurt him. 
There is little doubt in my mind that a law compelling church 
attendance on the part of all would be conductv to the public 
good. The church wishes to make this nation a 
Christian nation. Those who are not believers in our creed 
and faith are at liberty to depart for other quarters. 
hope the day is not to come soon when churches and church- 
members will be thought to be entitled to no more rights than 
unbelievers. If it does, what profit will it be to belong to 
the church, or even for the church to exist? I say not tax 
the churches.” 

No, friend Burnham, it won’t do—to borrow Mr. 
Ingersoll’s expressiv phrase. If the real simon-pure 
Christians had the majority, you and we would hav to 
depart for other quarters. The state must not inter- 
fere with religious convictions nor with religious 
practices unless those practices are immoral or crim- 
inal. As we hope for justice, so must we render it. 
Education, science, philosophy, and investigation, 
“uncovered and unbaptized," must be the weapons 
against religion. To use the law against it is to re- 
peat the tyrannical action of the church which forces 
us through legal machination to support what you 
not inaptly term a disease, inherited from undevel- 
oped ancestors. 
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Two Entertainments. 

The first is on Friday evening, January 29th, in 
honor of Thomas Paine. This will take the place of 
the regular Liberal Club program, and will consist of 
an address by T. B. Wakeman, followed by a inusical 
and dramatic entertainment in which Joseph Frankel, 
Gustave Frankel, Mrs. L. MeCune, Mrs. Fannie Cum- 
mings, Frank Fitch, the Krahmer brothers, Miss 
Annie Lenont, Madam Delescluze, Prof. P. P. Field, 
and others, wil take part. The admission will be 


twenty-five cents. The proceeds will be for the 


benefit of the ‘American Secular Union. 
thiriker in New York should attend. 
The second will be on Sunday evening, January 
31st, at the Liberal Club (220 East 15th street) This ' 
is a benefit which the New York Liberals tender to - 
C. B. Reynolds, previous to his departure for the. 


The state is not for 


lecture field. On this occasion Mr. Reynolds will 
exhibit ovér one hundred colored views of London 
and Paris, which he will describe in his unique and 
picturesque style. 
thought missionary field (if we may so call it) during 


the past year entitle him to the thanks and assistance ` 


of all, and we hope the hall will be crowded. The 
entertainment is guaranteed to be worth double the 
twenty-five cents charged. The proceeds will be for 
the benefit of the lecturer. Let them be large, that 
he may go on his way rejoicing. ` 


Two Anarchistic Gentlemen. 
We print in “The Opposition” this week two 


editorials from Liberty in reply to our brief criticism ` 


of Anarchy in Tue Trurs Szexer of December 19th. 
The first is by “ X.," Mr. Henry Appleton, the second 
by “T.,” Mr. Benjamin R. Tucker, editor and propri- 
etor of Liberty. For Mr. Appleton’s personal com- 
pliments we ‘are obliged. "We' extend to him the as- 
surance of our distinguished consideration. For his 
derogatory estimate of our philosophical capacity we 
do not care à pin. The editorial epidermis long ago 
became callous. We entered into friendly discussion 
of Anarchy because we desired to know just what 
Anarchy is, and what its advocates want after they 
hav overthrown the state. Up to date we acknowledge 
our ignorance, notwithstanding Mr. Appleton’s rather 
wind-millish endeavors to save us. We hav, indeed, 
obtained two ideas from Mr. Tucker upon the sub- 
ject, the first being that Anarchy is “individual in- 
itiativ and voluntary cooperation,” the second is that 
a thief stealing én honest man’s property is the gov- 
ernment. That is all, and the game is hardly worth 
the powder. From Mr. Appleton’s brilliant little 
essays no satisfaction whatever has been derived. 
His defense of anarchy has degenerated into badi- 
nage and epithet hurling of a not very witty nor con- 
vincing sort. When we ask him what Anarchism 
proposes to do with abusiv ruffians who invade other 
people’s rights he retorts, “ You're institution-ridden !". 
When we press him further he howls, “ You're afflicted 


with blind-staggers !” just asif we were a horse. What . 


use is it, then, to attempt to reason with a “ philoso- 
pher " like that? 

In our last to Mr. Appleton we said that Anarchy 
was unfitted for any age we could conceive of short 
of the millennium, and straightway he has it that we 
admit that in a thousand years Anarchy will prevail. 
A philosopher who could draw that inference from 


1 | that statement ought to be at once translated to the 


millennium. He is of a too logical turn of mind to 
linger here. . Then, again, what has the fatness and 
numerousness of priests to do with the question of 
whether or not Anarchy is a feasible institution? Is 


an inch of fat on a priest’s ribs an argument in favor - 


of no government? Or shall we hav no cakes and 
ale because there are numerous priests with distended 
waistcoats? Another statement of our philosopher: 

** When the editor of Tug Trurn SEEKER asserts that full 
voluntary individual coóperation would be an. institution as 
fully as any, I. pass such ignorance gently by with a recom- 
mendation to consult Webster's unabridged, if nothing better 
is at hand.” 

Well, we hav a Webster—revised edition, with 
five thousand new words—and it says that an “‘insti- 
tution” is an established order, or method, or cus- 
tom. Now, if a voluntary individual cooperation is 
neither a method nor a custom, then what in the 
world is it? We pass that phase of Mr. Appleton’s 
foolishness by without further comment. ` 

To our opinion that no man in his senses can deny 
that government is necessary our helter-skelter phi- 
losopher of Boston asks: “ Why is this true of civil 
governments and not of theological?’ and adds: 
“The vital point is that civil government and theo- 
logical are one and the same thing.” This is non- 
sense. 
which men hav instituted for their own protection 
against undeveloped or wrongly developed animals. 
It is coóperation of the people to achieve certain ends 
relating to secular affairs. When Mr. Appleton 
walks down to the Newsman office he treads a pave- 
ment provided by cooperation of the people—other- 
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Mr. Reynolds's efforts in the Free- . 


A civil government is that form of society . 


.- "wise, a municipal government. 


" slush of the street. 
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To be consistent (be- 
cause he asserts that the government has no right to 
tax him for this pavement), he ought to walk in the 
When he returns home late at 
night his way is lighted and his person protected by 
the same government. Again, if he is willing to push 
his logie to the extreme, he must; carry a lantern or 
else find his way over unpaved streets in the dark. He 
should not take advantage of what other people hav 
done unless he is willing to pay his portion. Civil gov- 
ernment—or society in its corporate capacity-—per- 
forms a thousand necessary acts which individuals 
cannot do. It protects us from outside invasion ; it 
givs us astable currency in place of wildcat issues by 
irresponsible parties ; it givs us schools, instead of hav- 
ing each family teach its own children; punishes domes- 
tic wrong-doers, cares for the poor, the i insane—imper- 
fectly, we admit, but still better than individuals can— 
and in all these is but the servant of its creator, the 
people. The people can change or abolish it, if they 
choose. ‘The people are alone to blame if their ser- 
vants, chosen to administer the government, steal 
from them. The people of New York city, for in- 


‘stance, are phenomenal in their idiocy in allowing 


their officials to abuse their trust as they do. 
But ecclesiastiacism—what is it? An institution 
of scheming men who gull the masses, and by alliance 


. with political schemers fasten themselvs upon the 


necks of the people. Eoclesiasticism does not sub- 
serve one useful purpose. Civil government does. 
Civil government should be reformed, not abolished. 
Ecclesiastical government should be abolished, be- 
cause it is a burden from which no good is derived. 
Civil government deals with this world, which we 


. know is here; ecclesiasticism deals with an unknown 
world. It is necessary that this old world should be 


righted; the other we can attend to when we reach it. 
The government of the United States does not as- 
sume to be instituted by God, but by the people. 
Ecclesiasticism cannot levy taxes of itself, but only 
through abuse of power by those chosen by.the people 
to administer the affairs of society. This abuse should 
be reformed, and will be when enough of the people 
realize its monstrous injustice. 

These points we hav pressed upon Mr. Appleton’s 
attention several times, but he never attempts to an- 
swer them. He is lost in the clouds of his own 
crankiness, and will hav nothing to do with facts. 

There is nothing in his further remarks concerning 
the individual Public Welfare, or Tan TRUTH SEEKER 
editor’s pessimism, that calls for comment. Public 
welfare, in the opinion of Mr. Appleton, is only his 
assertion against ours. If he can deceive anyone 
with such a definition, that person is not worth sav- 
ing. In his comments upon what he calls our pes- 
simistic view of nature, Mr. Appleton givs a splendid 
epitome of his method of argument. He asserts we 
“ charge upon nature all the crimes and cruelties ex- 
ecuted by the God of the Spanish Inquisition.” Now 
just analyze, as it were, that “reply.” 1. We never 
wrote or thought any such thing; 2. Nature is in- 
capable of artificial cruelty; and 3. God had noth- 
ing to do with the Spanish Inquisition. Men, and 


men only, perpetrated the cruelties, and it was as an 


ecclesiastical government that they did them. Civil 
government destroyed the Inquisition. And so it is 
all the way through Mr. Appleton’s alleged argument 
—kthere is no honesty, no regard for facts, in it. 
* Gratiano speaks an infinit deal of nothing, more 
than any man in all Venice; his reasons are as two 
grains of wheat hid in two bushels of chaff; you shall 
seek all day ere you find them; and, when you hav 
them, they are not worth the search." 

Mr. Tucker, our other opponent, is evidently in a 
state of mental exacerbation. Without doubt he is 
angry.. Yet why should he be? In all our con- 
troversy, he has never done more than jerk out from 
our criticisms of Anarchy a single sentence to be- 
labor. We did not complain, because our statements 
are self-supporting. But when we giv the whole sub- 
stance of his remarks, the very kernel, he waxes in- 
dignant, and says we hav made him outa fool. We 
can only reply, in the words of the Hindoo poet, 
* You say it, and not I.” But we never intended to 
injure the fine sensibilities of our Boston friend, 
and to make amends we giv herewith the props 
depended upon by him to support the assertion 
(which, standing ‘alone, he admits is foolish) that 
“the thief is the government: 

** A> government is any power which seeks to impose its 
will upon others and steal away their rights, "The very first 
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act of nearly all governments is precisely:that of which the 
thief is guilty—the taking of property without the consent 
ofthe owner. 'They who resist the highway robber are just 
as truly opposing government as they who resist the tax-col- 
lector. And when the compulsory state resists the highway 
robber and imprisons him, the spectacle is furnished of one 
thief struggling with and punishing another. When a thief 
attempts to take the propertx:of another, he undertakes to 
govern, to impose his x47" nd if the intended victim and 
those whom he can get to help hini offer any resistance, they 
become rebels against government, and so far Anarchists. 
So, when the state attempts to collect a tax, or when it im- 
prisons D. M. Bennett in the Albany penitentiary for express- 
ing his opinions, it undertakes to govern, to impose its will; 


and the victims of this thief and tyrant are likewise rebels, i 


and so far Anarchists; if they resist. The Anarchist is op- 
posed to all thieves and all governments because they are in- 
vaders, and against all of them.he claims the right of self- 
defense. To call the exercise of this right government is: to 
betray an entire misapprehension of the nature of govern- 
ment. Those who voluntarily associate to exercise this right 
are as far removed from the institutions called governments, 
which assume to control.the conduct of everybody within 
their so-called jurisdictions and to make them pay the cost 
of this control, as the sun is from the earth." 


If this betters Mr. Tucker's position in the slight-. 


est degree, weare glad of it. We do not want to take 
an unfair advantage of him. But it would, we be- 
lieve, be impossible to underrate the reasoning pow- 
ers of a man who can see in “sneak-thief” or 
“highway robber” a synonym for “government.” 
When a thief breaks into Mr. Tuckers hallway and 
takes his overcoat from the rack, is he seeking to 
govern Mr. Tucker? ‘Rather, is not the thief afraid 
Mr. Tucker will seek to govern him by shutting him 
up in jail and controling his actions for a term “f 
years? We hav been referred to Webster for defini- 
tions. Mr. Webster says Anarchy is a “state of 
society where individuals do what they please with 
impunity.” Is not this thief a practical Anarchist? 
and in punishing him is not Mr. Tucker acting the 
part of government? Although Mr. Tucker is physic- 
ally capable of coping with the strongest thief, yet 
suppose he were not, and should call to his aid the 
sinewy “ X.,” would not their united efforts be a co- 
operation corresponding to the municipal govern- 
ment? Carrying the simile further, suppose both 
* X." and Mr. Tucker disliked to engage in physical 
struggles, and out of their wealth hired their eminent 
townsman, Mr. John L. Sullivan, to grapple with the 
purloiner of goods, would they not be exactly in the 
position of the people of the state, and would not 
Mr. Sullivan be their executiv officer, precisely as the 
police and the militia are the excutivs of the state 
and municipality? Supposing, further, that it became 
their method or custom (we hav been referred to 
Webster for definitions) to hire their police work 
done, would not they then hav an institution, and is 
not the state an institution? 

The whole trouble with these Anarchists is that 
they will persist in setting up the “state” as some- 
thing outside of the people, an entity, a governing 
force in itself, having no connection with the gov- 
erned beyond collecting its taxes. This, im this 
country, is all wrong. Government is a means used 
by the people for performing those things necessary 
for the good of the whole, and which can be better 
performed by thus cooperating than. individually. 
When our Boston friends see this, they will stop try- 
ing to abolish the state and set about reforming 
those abuses which hav crept in owing to the grasp- 
ing propensities of unscrupulous men, which pro- 


pensities, born of the struggle for existence, and per- 


petuated by a selfish theology, would make that state 
of society where individuals did with impunity what 
they pleased a literal hell on earth—formless chaos 
and chaotic form. 

In an effort for such a reformation we should be 
pleased to cooperate with these friends to the fullest 
extent of our power. 


<4 0 
Lotteries. 
Senator Wilson, of Iowa, has reported favorably, 
from the committee on post-office and post roads, the 
bill introduced by him to prohibit the mailing of 
newspapers and other publications containing lottery 
advertisments. It is intended to close the United 


States mails against the transmission of lottery adver- 


tisments of every kind and character. ‘“ Without 
some law,” thereport says, “ the msidious temptations 
contained in the cunningly devised lottery advertis- 
ments will continue to invade every state, family, shop, 
and office, every place of business or of pleasure, or 
public and private resorts, in spite of the efforts whiclr 
the states hav made to prevent it^ | 


“Freedom of.the press,” the report concludes, 
“was not guaranteed for the purpose of intrenching 
in our system an enemy to its better conditions ; on 
the contrary, it was established for the purpose of 
promoting such conditions. If it be prostituted to 
the base purposes of crime, and the demoralization of 
the people, to the swindling devices of the manip- 
ulators of lottery schemes, surely Congress may say 
that it shall not be entitled to use the instrumentality 
of the mail to effect its needs. Evil agencies in 
society are sufficiently activ and effectiv of harmful 
results in spite of all that is done to restrain them, 
without being reinforced by a doctrin and. practice 
which would intrench them in the constitutional 
guarantee of freedom of the press and assure them 
immunity in the use of the mail.” 

It is difficult to say anything against the bill of Mr. 
Wilson’s, for the incompetent reasoners of the press 
and pulpit will at once clamor that its opponents are 
friends of the lottery thieves. Yet for all that, it is a 
bad bill, and should not pass. To admit the principle , 
that Congress has the legal right to inspect the con- 
tents of a mail pouch is to open the doors for abuses 
most widespread and flagrant in character. If a 
paper may be denied carriage through the mail be- 
cause of an advertisment of a lottery swindle, it may 
be denied the privilege because of advertisments of 
other swindles—land swindles, quack medicin adver- 
tisments, bogus investment schemes, and so on to 
the end of the chapter. Again, such a law would do 
no good, for the lotteries could seal up advertis- 
ments printed on slips, and the law could not reach 
them. And a Congressional statute that can be 
thwarted by a two-cent stamp, it must be admitted, is 
of very little weight. . 

The leather bags used to convey mail matter are 
not likely to hav their morals corrupted by the 
character of their burdens. The people who print 
and those who receive objectionable matter are the 
injurers and the injured. If the United States 
government is constitutionally permitted to regulate 
the morals of the citizens, let the conductors of lot- 
teries and the fools who spend their money in them 
be the ones to feel the effects of law. 

But we never could find in the Constitution any 
grant from the states giving the general government, 
at the instance of a church tool, the right to legislate 
upon the morality of the people, amd the best con- 
stitutional lawyers agree that the state is the proper 
power to restrain vice, if it be a vice for a fool to send 
his money to a knave. 


—-9—9— 

REFERRING to Remsburg's lecture on ** Sabhath-Breaking,” 
in Sarnia, Dr. Pace, the United States consul there, said: **I 
hat the best of reasons for knowing that many came for the 
express purpose of preventing the lecture and breaking np the 
meeting. 'lhe speaker, however, was equal to the occasion. 
His first sentence silenced them, in ten minutes they were 
applauding him, and throughout the mecting he remained 
master of the situation." 

———— 9$ —————— 

Tug Salt Lake Tribune is opposed to Mormonism, aud 
argues: 

‘Were a neighbor of Senator loar to go to England or 
France and in a court there renounce his allegiance to the 
United States government in particular and tender his first 
fealty to the empire of Great Britain or the republic of 
France, and then returning to the United States attempt to 
vote in Massachusetts, Senator Hoar would be among the first 
to exclaim against it and to point out the absurdity of a man . 
assuming to ‘de a citizen of two countries at the same time. 
But there is no Mormon who essays to vote in the United 
States who is any more a citizen than would be that Massa- 
chusetts man on his return from Europe.” 

This is a very good slap at Romanists, yet we doubt if the 
Senate would entertain a motion to confiscate the property of 
the Roman Catholic church. 

2 


We are glad to receive such testimony as this to the char- 
acter of the books the Truth Seeker Company is publishing. 
J. C. Underhill writes it to John Swintoms Paper: ‘ Please 
allow me to recommend to your readers J. K. Ingalls’s re- 
cently published book, ‘ Social Wealth? As one who has for 
years made a special study of political economy, having 
waded through the principal writings of most of the more 
noted authors, American and foreign, it is my opinion that 
Mr. Ingalls has, in this little volume, set forth more sound 
sense, more bed-rock truth, more real economic science, than 
is contained in all the dismal volumes written by the regular 
orthodox school of political economists from Adam Smith 
down—down to that pigmy of political economy, Professor 
Sumner, who wrote about * What Social Classes Owe ta Each 
Other,’ and demonstrated therein how much he doesn’t know. 
As an earnest and honest essay toward the coming political 
economy—or, rather, social or industrial science—which 
shall harmonize with justice and ethics (which the orthodox 
political economy does not), ‘Social Wealth’ is worthy of a 
place in every social reformer's library, side by side with 
Henry George's ‘ Progress and Poverty. T hope it may hay 
a great circulation, for it is worthy." 
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Letters from friends. 


Ortawa, O, Jan. 12, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: I am pleased to believe there are but few 
who can think as our friend J. W. Graham does of Tug 
TRUTH Seexer’s illustrations. For my part, they are im. 
mense. Each illustration speaks volumes, and can be read at 
a glance; they are multum in parvo. Why, my most strait- 
laced orthodox friends will take time to read the pictures, 
even & Catholic priest. Iam sure to leave the paper lying 
around my office in such à manner that anyone coming in 
cannot help seeing, and as stated, reading, the illustrations. 
Orthodox, as you are aware, are a very peculiar people of a 
peculiar organization, and cannot be induced, at once, to 
take strong pabulum as found in every article of T. B. Wake- 
man and men of that sort. Now, those illustrations are 
quickly read, easily digested, and in my opinion will reach 
the comprehension of those outside of our Liberal ranks, 
quicker and more of them, easily digested and assimilated, 
than the distribution of one hundred TRUTH SEEKERS unaided 

by illustrations. ` C. E. B., a Veteran. 


Burr Oax, Mion., Jan. 18, 286. 

Mr. Epiror: I cannot keep still any longer. I must write 
to express my unqualified, enthusiastic approval of your pic- 
torial venture. 
the attractivness of the paper. When I first see a new one I 
feel like throwing up my cap and giving three hearty cheers. 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER has never said or done anything that 
gave me the entire satisfaction that this new feature givs. 
My hatred of the holy Roman Catholic church is beyond ex- 
pression in words, and every check to its power givs me a 
corresponding degree of pleasure. Long life to the artist, 
Mr. Heston, and ** more power to his elbow!” I hope that 
some good Freethinker of equal artistic ability will be ready 
to take up the good work when Mr. Heston shall hav to lay 
it down. No one should begrudge the space, for there is plenty 
of reading in your paper exclusiv of the first page. Every- 
one whose reading is not very limited knows that the great 
illustrated papers wield an immense influence on & variety 

*of subjects. Pictures appeal directly to the feclings, while 
the reason must be approached by means of the written dis- 
course. Both are required when the. most effectiv work is 
desired. 

Michigan, you see, is coming to the front as a new “holy 
land.” A state that can produce salt and lumber and sauer- 
kraut miracles is not to be sneezed at. I see that the Mason 
News classes sauerkraut among the ''delicacies." Perhaps 
it is a delicacy (though it never. happened to strike me that 
way), and perhaps that is the reason that the Lord forbade it 
to Mr. Welch, fearing that the holy man might become fastid- 
ious and sensual. But this kraut business givs rise to some 
rather troublesome queries. After this leader of the pray- 
ing band” had *' prayed long and earnestly to be allowed to 
eat of the kraut,” and **arisen with the assurance that his re- 
quest was granted," why was he “smitten with sore gastro- 
nomical distress?” Did the Lord wilfully deceive him—just 
to hav a little fun with him and see him squirm—or was it a 
case of violated contract, wherein Mr. Welch devoured half 

‘a bushel of kraut when the Lord meant to limit him to a 
peck? Those who hav been ''born again” say they know 
when their prayers are accepted. Why didn’t this reverend, 
raving, roaring revivalist know how things would work? 
Either his boasted ‘‘ assurance” was false or the Lord de- 
ceived him. The saints may take which horn they please. 
What use was it for Mr. Welch to pray ‘‘long and earnestly” 
if he was to be punished just the same as he would hav been 
if he had taken the kraut without any prayer? Why did he 
pray to hav his mass of disgusting sauerkraut transferred to 
that young man’s. stomach, well knowing that the young 
man’s best girl would be likely to attribute the trouble to 
forty-rod and giv him the cut in consequence? But a young 
man who is willing to carry such a ‘‘clergyman’s load” as 
that ought to be sleeping quietly under the daisies before an- 
other revivalist comes around. The kraut seems to be satis- 
factorily accounted for, but ‘‘ our informant” does hot state 
whether or not the young man’s dose of whisky and onions 
was transferred to the preacher’s stomach as a substitute for 
the rejected cabbage. 

The Mason News says: ‘‘ How the pickled cabbage could 
hav appeared in his stomach except through the intervention 
of some supernatural agency is the problem.” ‘Yes, but did 
it appear in his stomach? If so, to whom? Who saw that 
kraut when it was in the young man’s stomach? That is 
question No. 2. A suspicious flimsiness, a sort of looseness 
of parts, as it were, characterizes the whole story. I think 
that a colored individual of Herculean proportions will yet 
be discovered in the fence that surrounds this miracle. If 
Mr. Welch intends to continue the miracle business, I hope 
his soul will not ‘‘so strongly yearn” for sauerkraut again. 
He ought to go a little above that when he wants to astonish 
the nativs with a miracle. Those who hav not seen the ac- 
count of the miracle should refer to THe TRUTH SEEKER of 
Jan. 16th. N. G. W. 


STEUBENVILLE, O, Jan. 17, 1886. 

Mr. Enitor: I was more than pleased with the cartoon in 
your issue of yesterday the 16th. It strikes at the most im- 
pending danger to our republican institutions. The Catholic 
church is a political association whose primary object is to 
keep the masses in ignorance; and since the church has in- 
structed its subjects, both male and female, to vote at all 
elections for the benefit of the church, it will be tenfold more 
dangerous. They will endeavor to get representativs of the 
ehurch on school boards, and in every office where they will 
hav a chance to further the’ interest and power of the church. 
I think you would add to the interest of the {cartoons if you 


The illustrations are an immense addition to- 


ree- 


would, after the style of Puck, write a few lines on the sub- 
ject of them -on the second: page, though yesterday's needed 
nothing to'help it along. Generally, however, a few words 
from your pen might add considerable to its. effect. In to- 
day's issue of the Pittsburgh Dispatch, I find the following 
from ‘‘ Bessie Bramble” on the Edmunds bill to suppress the 
Mormons. She complains that his bill only disfranchises the 
Mormon women and not the men, and says: 

“ As it is, his bill provides for the punishment of the inno- 
cent while the chief sinners go free. Is it not plain that the 
territorial government of Utah should not be controled by 
the Mormon church? Church and state should be entirely 
separated. Such separation is one of the foundation prin- 
ciples of the government of the country, and that a church 
usurps power both political and ecclesiastical in one of the 
territories under the Wnited States government, shows that 
strong measures are necessary. Instead of holding allegiance 
to the government, the thousands of emigrants who now 
people Utah are bound to support Mormonism and the Mor- 
mon church. Should these people be endowed with the 
privilege of the ballot, to use it for the interest of the church 
and the perpetuation of polygamy, is the question? The 
legislature of Idaho seems to hav grasped the situation when 
it disfranchised all persons of Mormon belief and disqualified 
them from holding office.” 

Now, I would ask, does not all this apply to the Catholic 
church quite as forcibly as to the Mormon? There perhaps 
is not a genuin Catholic in the country who would not boldly 
tell you he would obey the church, or in other words the 
pope, before he would the state. They take the oath of al- 
legiance with that reservation and giv their allegiance to the 
pope above the state in all countries. Then why pick out a 
mere handful of Mormons to disfranchise because they set 
their church above the state, when at the same time we are 
welcoming hundreds of thousands who giv their allegiance 
to a church a thousand times stronger and more dangerous, 
which lets our occasion slip to get an advantage over the 
Constitution and the state, and wages open warfare against 
our public schools ? 

Inclosed find twenty-five cents for the TRUTH SEEKER AN- 
NUAL for 1886. J. Downes. 


GiwEon, Kan., Dec. 31, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: The last of another year has come, and ere 
this reaches you will be gone forever. Inclosed find $3 to 
renew me for one year. I could not do without the: grand 
old Truta# SEEKER. It should be illustrated. 

Times are duller than ever, and they seem to get worse. I 
believe it is due to to the damnable policy of those in power. 
We people of the West want silver money on an equality with 
gold. 

We hav had several religious revivals in this neighborhood, 
one by the Methodists, lasting four weeks. They had 
crowded houses every night, and by hard work managed to 
gather in fifteen, twelve of these having previously been con- 
verted and backslid. In just one week one of their converts 
went toa dance. His father followed, and vowed if his boy 
danced he would hav to dance over his dead body. The boy 
danced, however, but not over the father’s corpse. After 
the revival the citizens. had a meeting to express their opin- 
ions on religion and dancing, and we must say the Method- 
ists caught a little sheol. Why can’t we hav Watts or Put- 
nam to lecture at Lawrence, a town of 10,000 inhabitants? ` 

Keep the torch of reason burning, 


For the people they are trang, 
Learning every day. J. W. WATKINS. 


BRATTLEBORO, Vr:, Jan. 7, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: Please giv me credit for inclosed amount and 
forward your paper as per address. 

It givs me much pleasure to be able to add my mite with 
the rest toward the support of so able an exponent of Free- 
thought as is your paper; and in connection with the effort 
now being made to make it an illustrated paper, you may 
depend on me for $5 for that particular purpose. I know of 
no better way to reach the masses than through the pictorial 
press, and the vast amount of good results to be accom- 
plished that way is incalculable. Your issue for January 2d 
is highly commendable, and should be read and circulated 
far and near by everyone who subscribes for it. | 

I hav just finished reading Miss Helen Gardener’s book on 
** Men, Women, and Gods,” and can honestly say that it is a 
book worthy of perusal by every wife and mother in the 
land. It should be on the center-table and in the library of 
every family throughout the United States. Miss Gardener 
handles her subject well, and her logic is sound and her ar- 
guments unanswerable. She should be encouraged in her 
noble endeavor.to free her sex from priestly thraldom, for 
she has dared to ‘‘ beard the lion in his den” and has come 
out unscathed. All honor and praise to this brave little wo- 
man. May she liv long enough to realize her fondest hopes 
and may her efforts be crowned with success, is the sincere 
wish of one who believes in the untrammeled rights and free- 
dom of every man, woman, and child, Gods or no Gods. 

MAZZINI SEVERANCE. 


THAOKERVILLE, CuicKAsAWw Nation. Dec. 29, 285. 

Mr. Eviror: Grover Cleveland and his cabinet regard the 
Indian question as a great problem. Thomas Jefferson and 
Thomas Paine declared all men born free and equal—whites, 
Indians, and negroes. The first failure in the problem was 
when George Washington made the treaty with the Indians. 
He should hav made them citizens. The next was when An- 
drew Jackson set apart this territory for the Indians (1830). 
His humane policy was for us to starve. I was here three 
years before I ever got a full meal—Oklahoma. All that has 
been said about Payne and Couch is not about Oklahoma at 
all. I will cite to you the eighth article of the treaty of 1866 
between the United States and the Chickasaws and Choctaws. 
The Choctaws, Chickasaws, Creeks, Cherokees, and Sem- 
inoles are the different tribes or nations to which the land is 


by incorporating our Nine Demands. It will be for the gen-^ 
eral interest of all of the Indians to hold their land in'sever- 
alty.. Holman and Atkins, while on their tour of inspection 
through the Indian country, if they were sober enough, while 
standing on the rear platform of a train saw about ten miles 
of the Chickasaw nation about Colbert Station. Now, I'm | 
not dictating terms to Congress, but, will hav to abide by 
their decision. They profess to deal “justly by the Indians. 
I am a Chickasaw. : |i. H. Love. 


NEVINVILLE, IA., Jan. 7, 1886. 
“Mr. genos: I hav secured a couple of new subscribers 
for your paper at Cromwell, Ia., to whom you will please ` 
send it for one year, and find inclosed $5. I suppose two new 
ones are as acceptable as one old'one. Consequently I gave 
them the benefit of your offer. I hope to be able to send you 
some more names ere long, and you can count on me for life. 
I think the pictures are an improvement, and add to the at- 
tractivness of the paper. For the other $2 please send me 
the inclosed list of books and missionary tracts for the benefit 

of a Methodist revival under operation at this godly town. 
It seems to me as if a list of all the subscribers to your 
paper would form a more complete Freethought directory 
than one prepared under H. L. Green's system, in which the 
names of many are inserted who are not activ Liberals. This 
difficulty would be avoided in the former, and all would ap- 

preciate one of that kind. ' Yours, F. I. Green. 


Lavra, O. Jan., 10, 1886. 
Mr. EpiroR: Yours of recent date at hand, and please find 
inclosed $5.00, and also accept thanks for waiting. Your 
illustrations are the best thing yet in Freethought literature. 
Keep it up by all means if you can afford it. Your pictures 
stir the blood in the most pronounced Liberals, and they will 
certainly reach and effect those who will not read. 
Yours truly, J. P. BRANDON. 


WATERLOO, IND., Jan. 10, 1886. 
Mr. Eprron: Please find $5, which implies there is one 
new subscriber, and one who, I believe, has come .to stay. 
These pictures, talk very plainly. They are all that I ex- 
pected. If I should suggest any improvement in No. 1, it 
would be to name the limb that elevates and supports the 
clergy. True, the goddess is placed in a very unfavor- 
able condition. Yet her face indicates more fear of her care 
from the enemy that hides behind the almighty dollar. In 
No. 2; Uncle Sam seems sufficient for the present besetment, 
if Gabriel does not come to their help. He is sound on the 
goose. Lectures are what are wanted now to letinthe truth 

and light. E. R. SHOEMAKER. 


Horxintoy, R. I., Jan. 8, 1886. 

Mr. Evrror: There is an old Scottish story which com- 
mences by saying that “ Gilbert Ainslie was a poor man, and 
he had been a poor man all the days of his life, which were 

not few, for his thin hair was now waxing gray.” 

This is an exact description of my own condition, which, I 
hope, sufficiently explains why I hav received and read your 
paper a full year without having forwarded the pay. ‘‘ When 
my years were few” I learned to practice self-denial, and to 
enjoy life although compelled to confine myself to its absolute 
necessities, dispensing with all its luxuries. And yet afterall 
that I hav learned in life’s hard school I am not quite equal 
to the task of denying myself the inestimable privilege of a 
weekly perusal of your paper. Still, I shall regard it as an 
act of kindness on your part to discontinue it whenever you 
become entirely discouraged about ever receiving your pay. 
I am so frequently amused at the arguments of my Christian 
friends that were I but capable I should occasionally send you 
something about these productions. PELEG Kenyon. 


Gipson, Pa., Jan. 5, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: Please credit me $5 of the inclosed remit- 
tance, $7, on subscription, and for the balance send a copy . 
of A. J. Davis’s late work, entitled ‘‘Beyond the Valley,” 
one copy of Paine’s ‘‘ Age of Reason,” and balance in such 
tracts for distribution as you consider most efficient for doing 
missionary work among those who are just beginning to use 
their reasoning faculties. Captain Case, an old Universalist, 
and resident of this place half a century ago, used to remark 
that it would not do to feed babes with strong drink. The 
Universalists of that time were almost as radical as the Lib- 
erals of to-day, but, like the Unitarians, could not endure the 
odium of being called Infidels. They were sufficiently strong 
to build a comfortable church here, which is now unnoc- 
cupied. Many of the old members continue to take the 
Christian Leader, not yet comprehending that a disbelief in 
the. miraculous conception and vicarious atonement, which 
they all entertain, utterly divorces them from Christianity. T 
had delayed renewing my subscription, hoping to be able to 
induce some of them to subscribe, but conclude to, renew 
now, and afterward distribute the circulars you sent me, and, 
if possible, get some subscribers. Josuua Burrows. 


THE LAST WAS NOT THE LAST. 
Crvcinwatti, O., Jan. 14, 1886. 

Mr. Eprtor: I am the last man on earth to quarrel with 
tongue or pen, neither will I, no matter who slings mud at 
me; my principles stand far above all low manifestations. The 
honest truth will stand as a wall of adamant, and all the 
superstitions of earth can never overthrow it; no argument 
or test is required to firmly establish Materialism. Grand old 
nature stands at its back, and no powers of men or gods can 
ignore or refute its undying philosophy. 

Thanks to my Materialistic brother, Chas. F. Blackburn, of 
Idaho Ter., for his able defense of the honest convictions of 
my true inwardness. His good opinions are highly valued, 
and I trust thousands of others are blessed with the light of 
reason to an equal degree to guide thém out of the old ruts 


to be divided in severalty. This act should be Secularized | of supernatural superstitions, one of which is modern Spirit- 
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ualism founded on that ancient fraud known by the name of 
sorcery. But, sir, the time must. come when all this dark- 


ness of mind under the influence of all kinds of religious 
quackery will vanish, and bright and glorious reason will 
usher in the only solid truth, Materialism. , Then, sir, fraud, 
hypocrisy, and the many evils springing therefrom will be 
extinct, and manhood and womanhood will stand erect; and 
neither bow nor cring to priest éraft, medium craft, or any 
false and blighting craft which robs mankind of mind and 
money. T. WINTER, Materialist. 
P. S.—I do not envy E. T. Slight, of Watsonville, Cal. I 
regret that his mind is so small and so low down in the dregs 
of depravity as to make him capable of insulting and abusing 
aman who never did him a wrong. I hope he will liv to 
know better. ' W. 


Oszorn, O., Jan. 11, 1886. 
"Mz. Eprror: You will find my remittance, to be disposed 
of as per inclosed. We cannot afford to let THE TRUTH 
Sxurker die. Our brave men hav to die; another oné, 
Elizur Wright, is gone, and Ingersoll is growing old, and his 
battles too will soon be over. Oh, that others equally able, 
- earnest, and brave may arise to fill their places! But’more 
important still that Tmz TRUTH SEEKER, Investigator, and 
such papers become permanent and lasting institutions. 
S. F. WOODWARD. 


ALTON, Ont., Jan. 197 

Mr. Eprror: As many of your readers are aware of the 
fact that during the last six weeks Mr. Charles Watts has 
been lecturing in Canada, it may be interesting to giv a brief 
account of some of the good work done by him during that 
time. His lecture engagements in Toronto and Hamilton hav 
been marked with ail the success that he could wish for. In 
fact, his Toronto audiences hav increased with a rapidity 
that is causing some alarm to the goody-goody shepherds of 
the orthodox folds. 

Apart from his lecture on Secularism and its general prin- 
ciples, he delivered two lectures on Home Rule and the Brit- 
ish House of Lords that hav been very favorably commented 
upon by the leading Toronto dailies, and he has been solic- 
ited by some of the Irish societies of that city to repeat the 
same lectures at an early date. 

ı Outside of the two cities aforesaid he has been breaking 
considerable new ground in the rural districts of Ontario. It 
was my good fortune to occupy the chair on the occasion of 
his giving two lectures in the town of Ayr, Waterloo. county. 

Ayr is a pretty and thriving town on the river Nith, and is 
the center of one of the finest agricultural districts in Canada. 
As the name would indicate, the population is mainly Scotch, 
and the town has upon it the impress of the leading charac- 
teristics of the people from thé land of the bluebell and the 
heather. Industry, thrift, and cleanliness are everywhere 
visible, and theve is not another town in Canda where so 

` many men ow the houses in which they liv. 
-account for the air of thrift that surrounds the humble homes 
of average workingmen in+this locality. Ayr is well repre- 
sented in manufacturing interests, two large iron foundries and 

` two splendid flouring mills (whose products are distributed 
all over the dominion) giving employment to a large number 
of mechanics, and assisting in a great measure the prosper- 
ity of the town. It is well represented in educational in- 
terests. ; 

Its public school is a large and substantial building where 

.& number of excellent teachers are employed to teach the 
young idea how to shoot. Its mechanics institute, library, 
and reading-room are second to'none outside of any city in 
Canada. There are a few Secularists here, who for more 
than a quarter of a century hav asserted their individuality 
and maintained their right to do their own thinking, in spite 
of the strong orthodox tendencies of this truly Presbyterian 
center. Prominent among those veterans in our cause may 
be mentioned William Becket, John Rewick, Peter and 
Thomas Hope, and James Brown. They are all men well- 
advanced in years, having passed on life’s highway the stone 
that marks the highest point, and the shadows are now fall- 
ing toward the east. But they are all worthy Secularists, 
who wear the white flower of a blameless life, and are citi- 
zens above reproach. 

The most activ Secularist in Ayr is Robert Manson, a man 
in the prime of life, and a thorough worker in the glorious 
cause of Secularism and universal mental liberty for the sons 
and daughters of men. It was through his exertions that 
arrangements were made for the delivery of the first two lect- 
ures on Secularism ever given in Ayr. They were delivered 
in Reid’s Music Hall on the evenings of January 13th and 
14th, and, taking all things into consideration, they were the 

, most successful lectures ever given in defense of our common 
cause outside of a city in. Canada. The seating. capacity of 
the hall is about 450. When we left the hotel to go to the 
hall the evening of the first lecture, we found the Salvation 
Army kneeling in the snow at the door (cool work with the 
thermometer at zero) praying for us and warning the people 

` to avoid the devil and Watts. 

Notwithstanding this, the hall was fully two-thirds filled, 
and from the excellent order that prevailed and the frequent 
applause that greeted the lecturer it was made apparent that 
“Secularism, Destructiv and Constructiv,” found a response 
in the heart and brain of the majority of those who were 
present. Thesubject for the second lecture was, ‘‘ Unbelief: 
What.It Is and What It Has Done for Humanity.” At 8 
o'clock the hall was filled, and Mr. Watts seemed to be in- 
spired by his splendid audience. He excelled all his previous 
efforts and delivered a two-hour lecture that was repeatedly 
interrupted with rounds of applause. I will not attempt to 
giv even a brief sketch of the lecture. It must be heard in 
order to be appreciated. It fairly bristled with logic, and 
shattered the foundations of orthodoxy in many a brain that 
previously accepted the old Jewish story without for one mo- 


This fact will 


ment questioning the palpable absurdities and nonsense that 
Soon become apparent to an inquirer after truth. After the 
lecture an informal reception was held in one of the parlors 
of the Hilborn House, and Mr. Watts had an opportunity of 
making the acquaintance of a number of Secular frends who 
had com» from some of the neighboring villages to hear him. 
seme from Eastwood, a distance of seventeen 
miles, and were so well pleased with the lecture that they 
insisted on- Mr. Watts delivering a course of lectures in that 
place in the near future. Arrangements were also made for 
another lecture in Ayr and one in Galt. If the Secularists of 
Canada were thoroughly organized and in perfect harmony 
with the spirit of progress, a good lecturer could be kept in 
the field constantly and local organizations could be made 
excellent training schools for thé young people that are grow- 
ing up in Secular homes. Mr. Watts's lectures are well cal- 
culated to bring about this desirable object, and itis to be 
hoped that more new ground will be opened up by him be- 
fore the month of June, when he intends to return to Eng- 
land to spend the summer months. WiLLIAM ALGIE: 


Looxine Grass, ORE., Jan. 1, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: I send you $8.25, which apply on Ingersoll's. 
Lectures complete and the ANNUAL. 
one year’s subscription to the paper. 

As I hav received letters of inquiry from friends about 
Oregon, I would like to say a few words in reply through the 
columns of your paper. To persons with moderate means 
we say, you can secure land at reasonable prices and where 
the climate is much milder than in the same latitude East. 
Skilled laborers with capital could find employment here by 
engaging in some of the many manufacturing industries that 
hav been so sadly neglected here in the past. The tourist 
and pleasure-seeker, with time and money to spend, we 
think would be amply repaid by the change of scenery both 
hereand on theroute. As to persons looking for free homes, 
we think there is little to encourage them in coming West at 
this late day... It is true, there is some vacant land, but it is 
mountainous and unfit for settlement. I will say that the 
writer has been a resident of western Oregon for thirty-three 
years, but hav not had the benefit of the donation or Home- 
stead law. I hav paid for every foot of land owned by my- 
self, for the simple reason that the good land was all taken 
when I came here. 

There is another class—the common laborer, with a family 


| dependent upon him. Recollect you will meet the China- 


man here; that you will hav to put yourself in competition 
with him in the field of labor. This you cannot do, of 
course, unless you adopt his mode of living, which no re- 
spectable person can do. 

In writing these few lines I hav been actuated only by a 
desire to benefit that class who expect to help and better 
their condition by going West, and as much as we would like 
to see the country settled up with industrious and honest 
citizens, still we are not justified in deceiving people by false 
statement, and thereby misleading them, to accomplish that 
result. | 

To our Liberal friends who want to come West wesay: Do 
not put too much confidence in the descriptiv circulars that 
„are sent broadcast over the country to encourage emigration, 
and which generally make very flowery statements. Here I 
will make an illustration: The statement is made that Oregon 
has a large area of unoccupied land. This is true so far, but 
uothing is said about the quality or location of this land. 
The fact is, this large body of land is embodied in two great 
ranges of mountains averaging in width from fifty to seventy- 
five miles and running the entire length of the state. 

Yours fraternally, FRAZIER WARD. 


Osnxoss, Wis., Jan. 11, 286. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find one dollar for Helen H. 
Gardener's book, ‘Men, Women, and Gods;” ‘‘ Common 
Sense," by Thomas Paine, and the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 
for 286. 

Well, I went to chyrch last evening, as my wife was gone 
to visit a sick lady some distanceaway. The Free Methodists 
hav just put up & brand-new church only a few blocks from 
my house, so I went there. Now please tell me what isa 
Free Methodist, for I never heard of a Methodist being free, 
or anyone else that belonged to any of the churches, for that 
matter. Well,in his sermon, the preacher told us that any 
man or woman who was not a Christian was a slave. Now, 


| how did he come to know so much about slavery—and he 


did not seem to be overstocked with brains either? His 
text was from the 11th chapter of Matthew, 28th, 29th, and 30th 
verses, which says, ‘‘ Take my yoke upon you and learn of 
me, for I am meek and lowly of heart." Now, would it not 
look more meek if some one else had said that for him? But 
there was one thing I liked about that preacher—his sermon 
was only half an hour long. I counted every person in the 
house, and there were twenty-nine of the male persuasion and 
twenty-one of the female persuasion, and about twelve of the 
men were Freethinkers. I had only got comfortably seated 
when they passed the hat around for a collection, and yet the 
preacher said he was independent, for God took care of him 
and his family, body and soul. Well, after the meeting was 
over, I saw some of my Liberal friends there, and while we 
stood in a little knot, shaking hands with each other, the two 
preachers came around, and one put out his hand to me and 
said, ‘‘ What is your name ?" I told him it was Hare. “Do 
you know the Lord?” said he. “No, sir, I hav not the pleas- 
ure of his acquaintance.” Then he took the hand of a saloon- 
keeper and also asked his name, but the saloon-keeper said : 

** You hav no use for me, for I sell whisky.” -‘‘ Why do you 
sell whisky ?' said the preacher. “I hav to or go to the 
poorhouse,” said the other. ‘ Well,” said the preacher, ‘‘I 
should rather go to the poorhouse than to sell whisky.” 
** Well. that is a matter of taste,” said the other. Then the 
preacher said he would rather hav religion than be president 


Credit me also with’ 


out,” and I held the fort. 


of the United States. ‘‘ But,” said I, ‘‘ there is not so mcn 
money in it. and money makes the mare go. Do you read 
the New York Trurs SEEKER?” said I. “No,” said he. 
** Well,” said I, ** you ought to read it, for it is the best pa- 
per in the country, for it keeps you’ posted i in everything.” 
Then he invited us to come again, and we all' started home. 
I am throwing your paper around wherever I think it will be 
read, and what few books I hav are loaned out all the time. 
I think thosé pictures are just grand. I notice that Mr. M. 
E. Rose says in his letter, ‘‘ Put them in once in a while,” 
but I will go him one better and say twice in a while. 
Happy New Year to you all. Geo. M. Hank. 


SwEETLAND, Iowa, Jan. 12, 1886. 

Mr. Ebrron: Inclosed please find postal order for $5— 
$2.50 to renew my covenant with you; $2.50 for one new sub- 
scriber. I was born and reared near Blairstown, N. J., a 
country that has more superstition and ignorance to the 
square mile than any other country Ihav any knowledge of— 
the home of the late Rev. Jacob S. Harden, who has preached 
in my father's house, and who murdered his wife and was 
executed at Belvidere, N. J. So you see if Iam not a de- 
vout Christian it is not on account of my early training. 
I was at one time elected school director. The Bible was 
used for the first lesson every day. I politely requested the 
teacher (who, by the way, was a clergyman's daughter) not to 
instruct my children in Bible lessons. That brought down 
the church people's indignation. They said they would 
meet and kick me out. I said, ''Gentlemen, just kick me 
They concluded that what could 
not be cured must be endured, and. we had no Bible in our 
school for over four years. I did not start to write my 
autobiography, but I want to keep before the people the idea 
that our public schools must be kept free from religious 
creeds. Joun N. NEWMAN. 


Bramrron, Jan. 6, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: I hope you will excuse me for troubling you 
with these few remarks respecting your paper. Asarule I 
am much pleased with it; still, there are exceptions. There 
has been much correspondence concerning Spiritualism that, 
Ithink, cannot be anything but objectionable to the majority 
of your readers. There are two letters in your issue of Jan- 
uary 2d—one by L.S. Burdick, the other by C. F. Black- 
burn—which surely can be of but little interest to the general 
reader. The latter one, I think you will admit, is in part in 
very unsuitable language. I sometimes put my paper in the 
hands of Methodists, but such as this I cannot use in that 
way, as it would besure to cause much prejudice, and make 
them worse enemies. I believe Blackburn's remarks as re- 
gards God and the devil, or any such language, will do the 
cause of Freethought much harm, and, in my opinion, your 
valuable space might be more profitably used. As regards 
your illustrations, I fully agree with your correspondent S. J. 
Lenont, in your paper of January 2d, and conclude with his 
finishing remarks. Epwarp Date. 


MILWAUKEE, Wis., Jan. 10, 1886. 

QUESTIONS FOR ComsERVATIVS: Are you who claim men rep- 
resent women politically dishonest, or are you ignorant? Do 
you know itis not, nor can it be, done, and yet talk the reverse 
for effect, or are you so stupid that you suppose our govern- 
ment is based upon the principle of proxy representation, 
and if'so, will you please inform us how many perrons one 
ballot can represent ? 

Will you who are so anxious to advertise yourselvs as not 
believing in Freelove please inform us what kind of love you 
do believein? If you hav any love and it is not free of course 
it is for sale, hence we can but infer that men and women 
who disbelieve in freedom of the affections must believe that 
it is a merchantable commodity. 

I, for one, am proud to write myself down as believing in 
the broadest possible freedom in every department of being, 
and that my liberty can be justly limited only by the equal 
liberty of some other individual, said individual being the 
proper person to make complaint of infringement. IfI use 
my liberty unwisely, I must suffer the consequences of a 
violation of natural law. Freedom and responsibility are 
commensurate. JunrgT H. Srverance, M.D. 


Fort Wayne, IND., Jan. 9, 1886. 
Mr. Epviror: Within please find $5, to apply as directed. 
Talmage has been to our place this winter. He came, he 
saw, he captured (that is, the moncy). After weeks and 
weeks of advertising through our dailies, the enterprise 
failed. The gentleman that brought him here has lost money. 
So much for the great light of the cross. A few nights fol- 
lowing there was a pugilistic contest, and the management 
cleared some $500. How is that ? 
I would like to do more by getting subscribers for your 
paper, but times are so hard. I send you one name, and hav 
the promis of more for the future. J. S. F. 


ATLANTA, ILL., Jan. 18, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: We hav been having a grand meeting here. 
A few of the old patriarchs of Liberalism and defenders of 
that man who proclaimed the world his country and ''to do 
good his religion,” hav been gathered together to listen to 
that which is not repugnant to their reason nor offensiv to 
their sense of justice. Prof. W. S. Bell, of Chicago, was our 
exponent. Mr. Bell has been fortified in his position by an 
experience of five years in the ministry—an experience that 
certainly better fits him for an expounder of the truth of Lib- 
eralism. His lectures were largely attended, and by very 
orderly and aitentiv auaiences. Friday night's theme was 
*t Liberty and Morality ;” Saturday, ‘Common Sense ;” Sun- 


day afternoon, ‘‘The Author-hero—Thomas Pains,” and at 
night, * The Gods." All of these different subjects were 
handled argumentativly, courteously, and ably. No offense 
was given to saint or sinner, and the result i iberalism will 
grow in Atlanta. . H. GARDNER. 
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River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in tle day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour." 


Boy Lost. 
Hav you seen my boy around this way ? 
He slipped from my arms one summer day, 
But Inever dreamed he was going to stay. 


The skies were bright, 'twas early June, 
And earth was glad with the birds in tune— 
They caught the airs of its mystic Rune. 


A wonderful child, or so we thought him, 
And many clever things we taught him 
When to our hearts in joy we caught him. 


His sisters, Polly and Geraldine 
(Two sweeter fairies never were seen), 
Played on the grass the trees between. 


And infant strife arising there, 
He sought me at my rocking-chair 
With a light hand laid upon my hair, 


Or upon my neck, if the cloud stayed long, ` 
Craving the boon of a baby song, 
And his heart was healed, and naught was wrong. 


How well I remember his childish ruse 
Of made-up frowns when told the news 
That Jamie usurped his waiting shoes ! 


That he was surprised was plainly true, 
And we looked for the tears like morning dew, 
But the mist cleared wp and he laughed anew. 


And gazing down on this tiny prize, 

A new light shone in his baby eyes— 
Pride of ownership without disguise. 

“Tt isn’t our baby, we needn't cry,” 

He wisely said when a hearse passed by— 
He counted the cost with an older sigh. 


Can you giv no trace of this boy of mine? 
Yow ll surely Know him by this sign— 
His lips were red as the autumn wine, 


While his eyes were blue, and his hair was gold, 
His hands might serve as the sculptor’s mold, 
And his breath was sweet as a rose-leaf's fold. 


“Grown,” do you say? How strange 16 seems! 
Ah, well! the world with sorrow teems, 
And time dispels our dearest dreams. 
Clearwater, Neb. Mary Barnp-FiNCR. 
eo 


“Jack.” 


He wore a pair of tattered pants, 
A ragged round-about, 

And through the torn crown of his hat 
A lock of hair stuck out; 

He had no shoes upon his feet, 
No shirt upon his back; 

~ His home was on the friendless street, 

His name was ** Little Jack." 


One day a toddling baby boy, 
With head of curly hair, 

Escaped his loving mother's eye, 
Who, busy with her care, 

Forgot the little one, who crept 
Upon a railroad near, 

To play with the bright pebbles there, 
Without a thought of fear. 

But see! around a curve there comes 
A swiftly flying train; 

It rattles, roars! the whistle shrieks 

* With all its might and main; 

The mother sees her child, but stands, 

.  Transfixed with sudden fright; 

The babe clasps his little hands, 

And laughs with low delight. 


Look! look! a tattered figure flies 
Adown the railroad track ! 

His hat is gone! his feet are bare! 
"Tis ragged “ Little Jack !” 

He grasps the child, and from the track 
The babe is safely tossed— 

A slip ! a cry ! the train rolls by— 
Brave “ Little Jack ” is lost! 


They found his mangled body there, 
Just where he slipped and fell; 
And strong men wept who never cared 
For him when he was well. 
If there be starry crowns in heaven 
For little ones to wear, 
The star in “ Little Jack's ” shall shine 
As bright as any there !—Fugene J. Hall. 
9 — 


A Great Hero. 


On the 29th of January, 1787, there was 
born in Thetford, Norwalkshire, England, one 
of the greatest and noblest men that has ever 
breathed the breath of life—Thomas Paine. 
He grew from babyhood to boyhood, went to 
school, studied the usual common branches, 
learned to ‘‘ read, write, and cipher,” and left 
school at thirteen. Then he worked, in his 
father’s shop at stay-making for three years, 
when, becoming tired of the dull routine of 
his life, he went to London—ran away from 
home, perhaps. Boy-like, he rambled about 
the city, seeing the sights and working occa- 
sionally, until finally he shipped on board 
a privateering vessel. 

At twenty-two he went into business: on his 
own account, and then marricd handsome 
Mary Lambert, but she died within a year, 
and parting with her was the first great sor- 
row of bis life.  Atfer this he became a 


| Atheistic, but it is not so. 


teacher, as well as a close student of- the 
natural sciences. d i 

Time ran on, until he met with Benjamin 
Franklin, then embassador from this country 
to the English government, who advised him 
to go to America, which he did at a time 


.| when the young American colonies were dis- 


senting from the oppressiv yoke of British 
rule. 

Paine took sides with the colonies, and 
wrote his pamphlet, ** Cominon Sense," which 
struck the key-note of our American Inde- 
pendence. The young heart of the nation 
was thrilled by his brave words as it had 
never been thrilled before. : 

It was this wonderful man who first wrote 
the words ‘‘ The Free and Independent States 
of America," who first roused the people to a 
sense of their situation, and to an understand- 
ing of what this country might become freed 
from the thraldom and tyranny of kingly 
rule. 

When the Revolutionary war was fairly 
begun he wrote leaflets entitled '* The Crisis,” 
inspiring and encouraging the soldiers as 
nothing else had done or could do. "The first. 
number commenced: ‘These are the times 
that try men's souls. 'The summer soldier and 
the sunshine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink 
from the service of his country, but he that 
stands it now deserves the love and thanks of 
man and woman." 

He was. generous in money as well as in 
mind, and when the troops were suffering for 
supplies, and General Washington himself 
was almost discouraged, this brave, whole- 
souled philanthropist headed a subscription for 
the soldiers with five hundred dollars, his en- 
tire salary fora yearas clerk of ihe general 
assembly of Pennsylvania. 

It is thought by some, and not without 
reason, that Paine was the Author of the Dec- 
laration of Independence, as that document 
would seem to indicate that the same mind 
that evolved ‘‘ Common Sense,” ** Crisis," and 
the “ Rights of Man,” and first suggested in- 
dependence, also framed and constructed the 
sentences of its declaration. 


When peace was at length secured in 
America, this noble man, learning that France 
was in need of patriots in her defense, imme- 
diately offered his service in her behalf. 
Franklin asked why he should leave so: soon 
the land he helped to make free, and said, 
** Where liberty is is my home." Paine at 
once replied, ‘‘ Where Liberty is not, is my 
home,” meaning that where it was not he 
would assist in securing it. He was elected a 
member of the National Assembly of France, 
and because he opposed the death of the king 
(Louis XVI.) he incurred the displeasure of 
the other members, and they contrived to hav 
him arrested and confined in jail at Luxem- 
bourg. The Americans in Paris demanded his 
releasc and styled him * the Apostle of Liberty 
in America." Robespierre intended that he 
should die by the guillotin, but, by an un- 
foreseen circumstance, his lifc was saved, 
though it was nearly a year beforc he was lib- 
erated from prison. 

He wrote the “ Age of Reason,” a part of 
it in prison. 'This work was denounced as 
More properly, it 
is Deistical, announcing his belief in a God 
and a future existence. On account of this 
book he has been abused, traduced, slan- 
dered more cruelly than any other person that 
has lived. He has not deserved the wanton 
and wicked assaults upon his name and char- 
acter, for he was a truly good, true, and 
noble-hearted man, and one of the best friends 
America or any country in distress ever had. 

He said, ‘‘ The world is my country; to do 
good, my religion." He returned to this 
country in 1809, and, after spending a few 
days with his friend, Thomas Jefferson, he 
retired to his farm at New Rochelle, which 
had been presented to him by government. 
He died in 1809, calmly, peacefully, as he had 
lived, the same faith cheering him in death 
tliat had helped him in life. 

He was twice married, but was tbe father 
of no children. That he loved children we 
may know by his endeavors in securing polit- 
ical peace and justice for them, and also by 
his trying to erase a cruel and barbarous re- 
ligion from the world. He said, * Any sys- 
tem of religion which shocks the mind of a 
child cannot be a true system.” 

A beautiful memorial buildiag was dedi- 
cated to his memory in Boston, Mass., on the 
29th of January, 1875. It is called the 
** Paine Memorial and Home of the Boston 
Investigator." 

People are slowly learning the virtues of 
this great reformer and friend of humanity, 
and when his vast work for America is duly 
recognized, a mouument will be raised to his 


memory higher than that: of Washington, 
inore glorious than that proposed for General 
Grant. But more beautiful and enduring 
than marble or granit is the deep apprecia- 
tion of his services and worth in the heart of 
every truth-loving and patriotic citizen of 
this country or any other. S. H. W. 
to —— ——— —- 
Qur Puzzle Box. 
1.— PECULIAR SENTENCE. 


What is peculiar about this sentence: Evil 
did I ere I did live? Wo. Soorr. 


2.—ARITHMETICAL. 
* What principal sum, payable in three añ- 
nual payments at 8 per cent.interest, hav- 
ing each year's payment of principal and in- 
terest alike, will produce $332.96 for the 
interest? Isaao A. Poor. 


3.—GEOGRAPHICAL AND GRAMMATICAL. 


There is a volcano spelled with eight let- 
ters. The first, second, and third spell some- 
thing familiar to Irishmen. The third and 
fourth spell a verbin the imperativ mode. 
The second, fourth, and seventh are interjec- 
tions. Where is it, and what is its name ? 

Rarru E. WEYBRIGHT. 


4.—EASY DIAMOND. 


Central word the same either downward or 
across. 


5.—-CONUNDRUM. 


Come guess what sport is meant, 

Which these three girls do represent ? 
ANSWERSTO PUZZLES IN THE CHILDREN’S CORNER, 
JAN. 16, 1886. 

1.-T—affy. 2.-Ingersoll. 4.-Endearment. 
5.-1. Redstart. 2. Men. 8. Weaver. 4. 
Robin. 5. Pelican. 6. Owl, Sandpiper. 7. 
Pewit. 8. Sparrow. 9. Heron. 10. Plover. 


il. Macaw: 12. Martin. 6.-Because it is 
going to abate (a bait). 
. 7T.—T IE 
ICE 
EEL 


8.— "Tis plain enough to anyonc 
Whose mind is not confused, 
Both ax and coffee must be ground 
Before they can be used. 
[We are obliged to decline several good 
articles on aecount of their extreme length. 
Communications for the Children's Corner 


should be ‘‘short and sweet," wise and 
bright.—En. C. C.J 
— € 9 
Correspondence. 


BanrsroN Seva, Jan. 18, 1886. 

Dear Miss Wixox: I thought I would 
write you for the first time, as 1 see othér lit- 
tle girls write. Well, what I hav to say is 
that we &re all Liberal at our house. Pa 
takes Tur Trurn SEEKER and H. L. Green's 
Magazine, and ma takes the Zrenelad Age. 
Pa has got D. M. Bennett's library, so we hav 
lots of Liberalbooks. Mr. Reynolds was here 
week before last, and we had a grand time. 
We think he is a nice man and is doing great 
good. Ian twelve years old and hav a little 
sister who is nine years old, and we read 
“t The Story Hour.” Pa says when times are 
better he will get us the ‘‘ Apples of Gold,” 
which Ihope will be very soon. Isend you 
& card with my name on and my love, if 
you will please accept them. J made out to 
sell five copies of Tas Truru SEEKER, with a 
good deal of trouble and many times going. 

Yours truly, SADIE THORPE. 


[The world will see some splendid women 
by and by, when our little girls are grown. 
Meta, Katie, Sadie, and the others whose let- 
ters hav appeared in the Corner show that 
they are being well brought up. We hav 
often heard of Sadie’s papa—that he is a 
brave, true man. Her mamma, too, we feel 
sure is good and true, and we wish to be re- 
membered to them. Thanks for the pretty 
card and remembrance. Love to little sister, 
also._-Ep. C. C.] 

ScaxDiA, Kax., Jan. 3, 1886. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write to you for the first time. We do not 


i take Tus Trirn SEEKER, so it is very seldom 


'| thick before. 
morrow. Two men froze—one family and 


read the Corner with profit. 


that I get to see a copy of that good paper. 
My pa takes the Boston Investigator. I love 
to read the children's department in it. I like: 
to read the pieces and letters in Tre Trurir 
SEEKER, too. Mr. J. L. Andrew lectured: 
here two nights. He was thought a very able 
speaker among the many Liberals here. I 
would love to hav your picture very much, 
but do not know how much it costs. We hav 
many pictures of Liberals. I go to school and | 
study reading, writing, spelling, arithmetic, 
grammar, and geography. My teacher’s name 
is G. M. Culver. e isa graduate from the 
state university of California. Well, I will 
close for this time. 

Hoping you had a merry Christmas, I re- 
main, Yours truly, Mera L. TAYLOR. 

Doper Crry, Kax., Jan. 11, 1886. 

Dear Miss Wixox: I see all the other little 
girls are writing, and I thought I would 
write, too. Papa has a timber claim out on 
Duck Cregk—has lots of trees on it. Once 
papa, manuna, my little sisters, and myself 
went out there, and coniing back the carriage 
upset and all fell out, but no one was hurt. 
Papa has been here quite a while, and says 
we hav had the biggest snow-storm ever was- 
We could walk on top of the barn yesterday. 
Some gentlemen, young ladies, boys, and 
girls went coasting. We did it just the same 
as pictured in the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 
The ice is fourteen inches; it was never so 
I will be ten years old to- 


five children. 
Papa says he wants to see me in the Corre- 
spondence. Ever your friend, ' 
KATIE COLLAR. 


Oxana, Nes., Jan. 11, 1886. 

Dear Miss Wixon: Mamma got me the 
“Story Hour" for Christmas. She, and 
papa, and I, and sister think it is very nice. 
My. favorit story is the ‘Bumble Bees 
Thanksgiving.” 

Papa says he likes Tus TRuvE SREKER best 
of any paper he takes. . 

I aminthe fifth grade at school, class B.. 
My teacher's name is Miss Briggs; she is very 
kind. She lives right across’ the street from 
us. School begins at nine o'clock in the 
morning, and half-past one in thc afternoon. 
We do not hav recess in the afternoon and we 
get out at half-past three. : 

I hav learned ** Mr. Tubb’s Christinas,” and 
the ‘‘Children’s Hour." Nothing more at 
present, only I remain your friend as ever, 

MAGGIE GRIFFITH. 

[We are glad you are pleased with the 
* Story Hour," Maggie, and we are glad, too, 
that you hav a kind teacher in Miss Briggs. 
Children learn faster with an agreeable teacher 
than with one who is disagreeable.—E». C. C.] 


B. F. Robbins writes: “I notice the Chil- 
dren’s Corner is as bright as ever. Yoursis a 
great work, inasmuch as you giv.shape and 
tone to the young mind that in the future will 
‘pan out” immensely, and save many from 
the bonds of superstition. Not that you 
should choose for them their religion; for 
they should be left to do that themselvs, and, 
in nine cases out of ten, they would repudiate 
all forms of superstition. Without flattery, 
your thoughts and methods, as seen in Tur 
TRUTH SEEKER, cannot be bettered. I always 
My little girl is 
pleased enough with the ‘Story Hour,’ and 
learns verses from it for recital in school.” 
[We are grateful to our friend for apprecia- 
tion, and will only say that our heart is in the 
work we are doing, and we hope always to 
deserve the commendation of our friends and 
readers.—Ep. C. C.] ` 


- TRUTH: 


A Poem in Three Parts. 
BY E. N. KINGSLEY, Truth Finder. 


SECOND EDITION: 


Price, 25 cents. . THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
38 Clinton Place, New York. 


CHRISTIANITY 


A REWARD FOR CRIME. 


Substantiated by the Bible. 
BY 
O. B. WHITFORD, M. D. 
Price, 10 Cents, | Per Dozen, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
: 83 Clinton Place, New York. 


REPLY 
TO REY. L. A. LAMBERT'S 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.’ 
By X. W. Lacy 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic, priets’s 
‘sophistry, unfairness, and histor- 
ical misstatement. 
Price, Cloth, 31; Paper, 50 Cents 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Busts of Voltaire. Paine, and 


Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 

life, price, $1.50 each. Every admirer of these 

apost es of Religious Liberty should hav these 
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. Agents. for the Truth Seeker. 
CALIFORNIA. —* 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. : 
OANADA. 

W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto. 
James Foster, Weland, Ont. l 
ILLINOIS. 

F. F. Follet, 802 Státe street, and Brentano 

Bros., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 


. KANSAS. 

Chris. Brown, Burlington. 

MAINE. "n 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
Mills). 

. MASSACHUBETTS. 

Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 

MIOHIGAN. 


A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. ' 
S. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. 
Dr. Wolff, 620 North 5th street, St. Louis. 
Joseph L. Andrew, Liberal. i 
NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 
OHIO. 
N. Hexter, 308 Superior street, and Van Epps 
& Co., 259 Superior street, Cleveland. 


OREGON. 
£ storià 
A. Erw *Lébanon. 
B. F. Hýland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 


George Longford, 25 Otter st., Philadelphia. 
H. Clay Luse, Waynesburg. 
Dr. J. H. Rhodes, 505 4-2 North 8th st., Phila. 
W. F. Schade, 8,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
` TENNESSEE. 
Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 
UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
D. F. Keeler, Park City. ; 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
Jolm A. Jost, Ogden. 
VIRGINIA. 

Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker, Snowville. 

WASHINGTON, D. 0. 
Brentano Bros. 


ENGLAND. f 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. 


PERSONAL. 


A man 42 years of age, a Liberal, not wealthy 
but haviug some means, would like to correspond 
with some lady who is also a Liberal, not over 35, 
of good family, fair education, and willing to 

` work. Best of references ives and required. 
Object, marriage, Address C. W. P., 

: Care TRUTH SEEKER Office, 
9t4 83 Clinton Place, New York. 


“HISTORY ^ 
` OF THE 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe. 


By JC™N WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 
Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


POCKET ATLAS 


WORLD. 


Containing 
COLORED MAPS OF EACH STATE AND TERRI- 
TORY IN T Ü TES ; also 
MAPS OF THE CHIEF GRAND DIVISIONS, WITH 
COMPLETE INDEX OF EVERY COUNTRY ON 
THE FACE OF THE GLOBE 
IHustrated by. more thao One Handred 
C€oiored Diagrams, Tables, Ete. 

The POCKET ATLAS OF THE WORLD con- 
taius 128 pages. Six pages are given to title, index, 
etc. ; 65 pages are full-paged colored maps, and 57 
pages are reading matter, colored diagrams, etc. 
The book is new throughout, everything being 
made expressly for it. The binding is flexible 
Leatherette—an imitation of Russia; gold side 
stamp, round corners, and red edges. 

Sent by mail to any address upon receipt of 
50 cents by 


THE TRU*H SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, N Y. 


Bible Fabrications Refuted 
and 
The Error: of the Bible Exposed, 
BY 0. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
38 Clinton Place, New York. 


EAU PIPL HOUSE» $1200 


4 


i PLANS 

* * * This marvelous house has been built more than 
300 ti ues from our p nus; $t isao well planned thatit affords 
ample room even for a large family. lst fl or shown 
above; on2d floor are 4 bed rooms and tn attic 2 more. 
Plenty of Closets, ‘The whole warmed by one chimney. 

Large illustrations and full description’of the above 
as well as of 39 other houses, ranzing in cost from $400 up 
to $6,500, may be iound in “SHOPPELL’s MODERN LOW- 
Cost HOUSES,” a large quarto pamphlet, showing also 
how to select sites, get loans, &c. Sent postpaid on re- 
celptof50c. Stamps taken, or send $1 bill and we willre- 
turnthechange. Address, BUILDING PLAN ASSOCIATION, 
(Mention this Paper.) 24 Beekman St., (Box 2702) N. X. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli- 


Price, Single Copies, r4 conta: Eight copies for 


cal Works. 
By THOMAS PAINE, 
* Thé Author-Hero of the Revolution." 


THe CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 


‘Í proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments 


j [s ger not leave nüm- 
ers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 


ration." * 
Price, 35 cents. 


For either of these works, or any of Paine's 
writings, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. : 


THE sis oF 


INTELLECTUAL LIBERTY 


s to Copernicus. 


From:™ 


By FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND, Author of “The 
< Reign of the Stoics.” ` : 


**'This is a book not only to be read once, but to 
be'kept and referred to, and pondered over from 
year to year. It is a guide-book of Liberalism 
through the past centuries prior to 1600, the era of 
Copernicus and Bruno. It does not take the place 
of other histories like Gibbon, Hallam, or Lecky, 
but it makes them intelligible by pointing out the 
white light that has been cast upon the lurid 
clouds of ignorance, superstition, and cruelty, 
fror the little stream of Freethought that has 
flowed.in its ragged, broken, and obstructed course 
down through the ages which now liv only as our 
realm of Memory and Admonition.” 


Octavo, 458 pp. PRICE, $3.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL | 


SUBJECTS: 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
some i2mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in English or German. 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. 

SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B. Foote. Five volumes, at $1 each, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2. 


SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG.. 


250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (Lhe tifth 
volume of “Science in Story.") 50 cents. 

HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages. 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam- 
phiets). By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease," representing the germ 
theory, adyocating personal and publie hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; “Health in the Sun- 
beam,” considering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and well. By mail, 10 cents each. 

HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). ‘‘ The Law 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages, cloth 
bound, $2; “Heredity,” by Loring Moody, 159 
pages, cloth, 75 cents; “The Law of Heredity,” by 

. H. Marsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 
Human Temperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; * Generation before Regen- 
eration,” by Dr, E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; * Re- 
ports of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
1882," 10 cents; * Third Annual Convention of the 
Institute of Heredity, May 29, 1883,” 10 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE 
SHAKER EYE and EAR BALSAM. 


SIXTY YEARS’ INVARIABLE SUCCESS. 

Best known remedy for all afflictions of these or- 
gans. WE EYES, WEAK EARS, DEAFNESS, 
and CATARRHAL AFFECTIONS immediately 
reached. FATLING SIGHT prevented: 
ING OR DRUMMING OF EARS will cease. One 
box tells the whole story. | 

Price by mail, 30 cents 
101 G. À. 


LOMAS, Shakers, N. Y. 
í Y HIT j 
Ü SILURI. 
A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it. 
Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents; 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
We wish thatthe friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


THE MODERN BALAAM. 


Showing the Balaam of modern times to be the 
priests. Itisasplendid pictorialargument. Price, 
per dozen, 30 cents; per hundred, $1.50. 
' Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Pl., New York. 


KERSEY GRAVES’S WORKS. 


Sixteen Saviors or None. Br Kers- 
SEY Graves, auther of the World’s Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors; The Bible of Bibles, and 
Biography of Satan. Paper, 75 cents; cloth, $1. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thousand biblieal errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also'a 
delineation of the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of theirdoctrins. Price, $2. 


Biography of Satan’; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 35 cents. 

The World's Sixteen Crucified Say- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 
origin of all the doctrines, principles, precepts, 
and miracles of the Christian New Testament, 
and furnishing a key for unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 
history of sixteen_oriental crucified gods. $2. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


l8. P. Putnam's Works. 


"The Problem of the Universe, and 


Waifs and Wanderings, à New Ameri- 


Golden Throne, a Romance. “The 


Ingersoll and Jesus. 
Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 


FREETHOUGHT WORKS, 
Published at Tug Truru Srexer Office. 
Sepher Toldoth Jeshu; or, the Book 

of the Generation of Jesus. First trans- 
lation into English of à remarkable He- 
brew document, giving the original from 
which the story of Jesus was made up. 
20 cents. 


Sixteen Saviors of None. By Kersey 
Graves, author of the World’s Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors; The Bibles of Bibles, 
and Biography of Satan. Paper, 75 cents. 
cloth, $1. 


Six Lectures on Astronomy. 
Pror. 2. A. Proctor. 20 cents. 


Socialism: Reply to Prof. Roswell 
D. Hitchcock. The Professor’s 
sophistries fully exposed. Paper, 25 
cents; cloth, 50 cents... 


Superstition ; The Religion of Believe 
or be Damned, an Open Letter to the St. 
John’s School Board. By M. Bazscockx. 
25 cents. 


The Adventures of Elder Triptole- 
mus Tub. Containing startling 
and interesting disclosures about hell, its 
locality, magnitude, climate, employ- 
ments, etc. By the Rev. Gro. ROGERS. 
15 cents. 


The Besant- Hatchard Debate. A 
two-nights" Debate between Mrs. ANNIE 
Besant and Rev. A. Hatcuarp on The 
Jesus of Nazareth a Historical Character, 
and the Influence of Christianity on the 
World. Held at the Hall of Science, 
London, December, 1880. 25 cents. 


The Clergyman’s Victims. A Rad- 
ical story vividly portraying the wrongs 
‘committed by the professed men of God. 
By Mrs. J. E. Barr. 25 cents. 


The Contrast: Evangelicalism and 
Spiritualism Compared. By 
Moses Hurr. Paper, -60 cents; cloth, $1. 


The Darwins. A domestic Radical 
story. By Mrs. ELMINA DRARE SLENKER, 
author of John's Way, Studying the Bible, 
and numerous essays. 257 pp. Paper, 
50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Ghost of St. Johns. 


cock, 25 cents. 


The New Dispensation; or, The Hear. 
enly Kingdom. W, Hom. Price, 
95 cants. - 


Proceedings and Addresses at the 
Watkins Convention. 400 pages 
of éxcellent Speeches and Essays, Price 
reduced to $1.00. 


Pyramid of Gizeh. The Relation oí 
Ancient Egyptian Civilization to the 
Hebrew Narrativ in Genesis and Exodus, 
and the Relativ Claims of Moses and the 
Pyramid to Inspiration Considered. By 
Van Buren Denstow, LL.D. 25 cents. 


Religion Not History. An able ex- 
amination of the Morals and Theology of 
the New Testament. By Prof. F. W. 
Newman, of the London University. 25 
cents. 


Outline of the French Revolution: 
Its Causes and Results. A clear 


Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


.can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
** A prose epic of the- war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day.”—/Jonn 
Swinton’s Paper. 


author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is within him. Thebookis filled with 
manly thoughis, expressed in manly words— 
^ the transcriptof a manly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ "—INGERSOLL. $1. 


A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean: Reformer, wherein it is 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 


By 


with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty."—Dm. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


other Agnostic Poems. _ Price, 10 cts. 
For:all of the above address 
THE TRUTH-SEEKER CO. 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


The History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and lettered. Price, $1.25. CowTENTS: 
Section I. Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section ll. Whatit 
Owes to Mohammedanism. Section III. Frec- 
thought Martyrs and Confessors, Section LV. 
Freethongh'in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeent.:."ind Eighteenth Centuries. Sec- 
tion V. H;:shonght Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Centuzy. i 


The American Secular Union; its 
Necessity, and the Justice of its Nine Demands. 
(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll.) 
82 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Christ an Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the ‘Christian Evidence Society." 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh. _ Con- 
tents: The Origin ot Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies ; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 

Sceularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price; 75 cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are published at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS EACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity ; 
Moral Value of the Bible: Freethought and 
Modern Progress: Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
larism; Science and Bible Antagonistic ; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. For all of 
the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


By M. Bas- 


The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 
written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonnell 
anthor of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 

Family Creeds. By William McDon- 
nell, author of “Exeter Hall.” Price, cloth. 
$1.25; paper, 75 cents. f 

Exeter Haili. “ One of the most excit- 
ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 | 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 

Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot's works. By Frederika Macedon- 


eee D and comprehensiv portrayal of this inter 
The Outeast. A deep, finely written esting portion of human history. By W. 


Radical story. From the London edition, By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 


30 cents. 
All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
“The great charm of 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. € 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 
ect to find, in such a marked degree, even 
rom so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose briliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks." Price, 


S. Betz. 25 cents. 


Outlines of Phrenology. By F. E 
AsPiNWALL, M.D. - Most acceptable tc 
Liberals of anything of the kind pub. 
lished. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Blakeman’s 200 Poetical Riddles. 


Price, 20 cents. 


$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
— ROSEO PAINE'S WORKS. 
H A P T A | N S 0 F N D U S TR Y: Paine’s Theological Works, includ. 
OR, l ing The Age of Reason, Examination of 


Prophecies, Letter to the Bisnop of Liam 
daff, Reply to Mr, Erskine, Letter to Ca- 
mille Jordan, ete., etc., with a life of 
Paine, and a steel-plate portrait. 12mo 
In paper covers, $1.00; cloth, $1.50. 


Paine’s Great Works (complete) 
in one volume. Cloth, $3.00; leather, 
$4.00; morocco, $4.50. 


Paine’s Political Works, including 
Common Sense, The Crisis, and Rights of 
Man. Cloth, $1.50. 

The Age of Reason. An investiga- 
tion of true and fabulous theology. 
Wihout a peer in the world. Paper, 2 
cents, or 5 for $1. Cloth, 50 cents. 


The Age of Reason and An Exam- 


ination of the Prophecies. Pa- 
per, 40 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Common Sense. Paine’s first work. 

a 15 cents. 

The Crisis. Containing numbers from 
I. to XVI. inclusiv. Paper, 40 cenis; 
cloth, 75 cents. 

The Rights of Man. For the op- 
pressed of humanity. Paper, 40 cenis: 
cloth, 75 cents, 


MEN or Business WHo DID SOMETHING BESIDES 
MAKING MONEY. 


A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 


BY JAMES PARTON, 


This book contains 400 pages, plainly printed, 
treating of forty-six characters in history who hay 
helped the world; together with eight portraits. 
Mr. Parton’s works need no commendation. They 
are standard. 


Price, - - - - - $1.25. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


WOMAN, 
In the Past, Present, and Future. 
BY A. BEBEL. 
Translated from the German by Dr. Adams Wal- 
ter. 272 pages; cloth, 75cents; paper, 30 cents. 

“ Capital,” a criticism on Political Economy. By 
Carl Marx. Tirst English translation. . Published 
in 27 parts, 10 cents per part. Subscription, $2.50. 

* Anti-Byllabus.? By Lily Curry. Price, 3cents. 


LABOR NEWS AND PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION, 
i 705 Broadway, New York. 


qun list of Labor Publications mailed free.) 
3 $ 


CHE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 
. Prios, 26 cents, 


THE TRUTH SEEKE 


Poetry. 


There Is No Rest. 


“There is no death,” the poet sings, 
As lofty dreams inspire his breast ; 
O spirit of the tuneful strings, 
I answer—neither is there rest ! 


There is no rest! the mills of change 
Grind on—the gods are at the wheels! 

The same fierce impulse, swift and strange, 
We feel, that every planet feels. 


There is no rest! not even sleep 
Is shorn of its mobility ; 

The red floods through the body sweep 
Forever, like a tided sea. 


There is no rest! the granit grinds 
To dust, within its marble glooms; 
Decay’s pale worm incessant winds 
Its way through Fame’s emblazoned tombs. 


There is no rest! eem Love hath wings 
That wearilessly fan the air 

In his leal-hearted wanderings, 
So fetterless, so free from care. 


There is no rest! the long gray caves : 
Of death are rife with force and heat, 
Nor Fancy pauses till she paves 
The floors of heaven with flying feet. 
There is no rest! no sure repose 
For souls above, nor souls below ; 
Life's tide forever ebbs and flows, 
And man must either come or go. 
And so, through all the universe, 
. Arhythmic motion, faint expressed, 
Runs onward like an epic verse, 
Voluminous—there is no rest ! 


—J. N. Matthews. 
e —9-9————— ———— 


` An Unfortunate Fanatic. 
‘Well, Jen, be you a-goin’ to take in the 
circus to-night ?” 
** Where's it to be, Jim? 
nothin’ of it.” 
Jenny put asmoking dish in front of J. sf 
h 


I hadn't heard 


then sat down opposit, while he looked wfth 
great satisfaction from the plate upon w ch 
he had already deposited a fuming heap of 
the savory stew, to his wife's pretty, sensitiv 
face. No man was better contented with his 
lot than Jim Ayer, painter and plasterer, car- 
penter and tinker in general. No man with 
more reason to be, either. There was not a 
thriftier housewife than Jenny there, in her 
neat navy blue print dress, and the pink bow 
at her throat, in all the village, nor a tastier, 
either. 

“By gosh!” Jim would observe, with a 
shining face that would hay served excel- 
lently to adorn the advertisment of some pat- 
ent stove polish,.or other highly reflectiv and 
luminous agent, ‘‘ the way that little woman 
makes them there zeraniums and things 
bloom in them pots, and the way she just 
makes the house look as cheery and neat as a 
—as a bird’s nest ”—at a lossfor a comparison 
—‘‘do beat all!” 

Jim had had his day when the public house 
of an evening had received him oftener than 
could hav been accounted for his good. Still 
his transgressions of that kind had sprung 
more from a love of jovial good fellowship 
than from anything more serious, and since 
his marrying and ‘‘ stiddying down” no more 
hard-working, sober, pure-living fellow was 
there to be found in all the township. Jenny 
had not only made him comfortable and 
happy, but her pretty home instincts had re- 
fined him as well. She had an untutored re- 
finement herself. You might see it by the ex- 
pression of her delicate, somewhat dreamy 
face. f 

'* Well, taint a reg’lar circus," explained 
Jim. “Its the new parson, or whatever he 
be. Dunno but he's one o' them Salvation 
fellers. He's goin' to preach, and they do say 
he's got the gift o' the gab, powerful; so I 
thought if you was minded, we'd take it in.” 
` Jenny thought she was minded, and then 
she “ tidied up ” while Jim smoked his pipe. 
When she came out with her little new hat on 
her head she looked so pretty and bright that 
the happy Jim caught her and gave her a 
sounding embrace. 

The revival meeting was presided over, as 
it turned out, by neither a ‘‘ parson " nor a 
** Salvation Army” disciple. The man was a 
dark, strenuous figure, in the vigor of ma- 
turity, with a decided, albeit wholly un- 
trained, natural eloquence. He had personal 
magnetism, and that force of religious enthu- 
siasm—or is it frenzy ?—-which, different in 
degree, has under other circumstances 
brought forth Savonarolas, Arbueses, John of 
Leydens. His exhortations led not in the 
way of merciful promises. 'They thundered 
out anathemas and such visions of avenging 
black pits as the uncultured human mind has 
in all times grasped at with a marvelous min- 
gling of fear and morbid, excited avidity. 

Reuben Cane had many rapt and perchance 
trembling listeners that night, but none more 
powerfully moved than Jenny Ayer. 


She was very silent as they walked home. 

When Jim suggested jovially that they round 

| off the evening’s ‘‘ spree” by his fetching a 

jug of ale, she, for the first time, entered a 
species of demur. 

*''That preacher said, you know,” she be- 


| gan, “that we eat and drink too much, to 


the—to the damnation of our souls, Jim." 

“ Oh, come, now!” exclaimed Jim. '* You 
ain't a goin’ to be takin’ everything them 
preachers says so dead serious? It can't be 
done, nohow.  Preachin' and listenin’ be one 
thing and livin’ is another." - 

** Well, I dunno as we're right," said Jenny; 
dubiously, and with some rigidity, looking 
pensivly before her. 

Jim was a little annoyed. He didn't care 
about the ale, but, in a vague and indistinct 
way, he was made uneasy, and, as he would 
hav expressed it, he was ''rasped" by his 
wife's tone. It was quite new. He stamped 
about a little and then broke out, trying to 
laugh it off : 

“Tf goin’ to that feller's preachin’s goin’ to 
kinder upset you $0, Jen, I guess you'd better 
stay away next time. He ain't a bad lookin’ 
chap, and if so be you’ve taken such a shine 
to his holdin’ forth, you'll be takin’ a shine to 
his phiz next thing!” 

It was not a delicately expressed joke, but it 
was not an indelicately meant one, as Jenny 
well knew. Rather was it a jocose effort to 
restore the harmony which somehow seemed 
to hav suffered a jar between them for the 
first time. But Jenny appeared absent-minded, 
and failed suitably to respond. 

She did not take her husband's advice about 
going to the revival meeting another time. 
Rather did she return.again and again. 
be sure, she was one of many. 'The men of 
the village, those who had not yet comc under 
Reuben Cane's strong influence, grumbled 
that the ‘‘ women folks had gone clean daft.” 

Jim did not say much. He had wanted to 
broach the subject a hundred times, but some- 
thing always seemed to freeze histongue. He 
was palpably growing less and less at ease, 
He had the thwarted, estranged, defrauded 
sensation which creeps benumbingly over us all 
when we look on and see one near and dear to 
us changing subtly into something unfamiliar. 
For Jenny was changing in these days. She 
began neglecting little housewifely duties in 
order that not one of Reuben Cane's denun- 
ciatory utterances might be missed. Once or 
twice, when Jim came home tired and in 
want of her gentle customary welcome, good 
fare, and well-cooked dinner, he had been left 
begging for all three, owing to unusually 
prolonged sessions in the hall where Cane 
gathered together potentially repentant sin- 
ners. . 

One evening that this occurred the brewing 
storm suddenly broke. Not that Jim was 
abusiv at first. All provocation considered, 
he bore himself very patiently. But when he 
spoke of the exhorter Jenny’s face grew cold. 

** It ain't for sinners such as you be, Jim, to 
be judgin’ such a holy man.” l ; 

“ Holy man be —— !" cried Jim, now fairly 
exasperated. ‘‘I ain’t a-goin’ to hav him and 
his jaw comin’ between husband and wife, 
and upsettin’ things.” 

** He ain't a-comin’ between us." 

* Hebe just that! Kin you say that you've 
bin just—just the same since he come?" 

“(Tf I aint it’s because you ain't willin’ to 
come with me in this new life. It’s because 
you're sot in your sin. If you'll come with 
me to Brother Cane and find religion, we can 
be as we was before. But if you won't —" 

** Well, what if I won't?" jeered Jim, tak- 
ing up the phrase in her pause. 

** Then we can't be," concluded Jenny. 

* And is that the last word you've got to 
say on this ere subject?" queried Jim, iron- 
ically. Alas! poor, foolish Jenny! Could slie 
hav chosen à more inopportune moment to 
push her proselytizing or done it more clum- 
sily ? 

“I ain't got nothing more to say,” she re- 
plied; and with that Jim raged from the 
house, banging the door after him. 

In their four years of married life they had 
had no quarrel before. It set Jim’s blood on 
fire. He was a headstrong, impetuous fellow, 
but he loved his wife dearly, and the thought 
of the influence that ‘‘jawin’ ass of a parson” 
had obtained over her drove him nearly wild. 
His mind was quickly made up as to the 
course he should pursue. He would go to 
Brother Cane (he brought the name out even 
in his thoughts with a satirical intonation) 


and tell him to quit, right then, cramming- 


any more of his religion down his wife's 
throat. Untutored as Jim was in the reading 
of motivs, and all at sea in this new disturb- 
ing element in which he found himself 


To |. 


it was this morbid, emotional religionism 


which had turned Jenny's brain, and not any. 


attraction toward the exhorter a3 a man. 
“ Brother Cane,” às it chanced, was not at 
home. He had gone four miles out to see à 


man ':as was took bad,” said the old woman 


who opened the door. 
couple of hours. 

Jim had no mind to relinguish his purpose 
of seeing the brother that very night. He 
could wait. But neither did the idea of going 
home attract him. He remembered his ne- 
glected dinner, and the cold hearth, and Jen- 
ny's colder face when she had called him a 
sinner, with a too vivid sense of retrospectiv 
grievance. The public house stood hospit- 
ably open, and he was sure of a warm wel- 
come there anyway. Moreover, he took a 
perverse pleasure in thinking that Jenny 
would know he had gone in—would reflect 
that, indirectly, his lapse was of her doing. 

The warm welcome was not wanting, and 
when Jim came out again the two hours had 
passed. Other things had passed, too, by the 
way of his lips, and although it cannot be 
saidathat Jim Ayer was drunk, he was dis- 
tinctly in that condition when to trifle with 
him became a more or less dangerous thing. 

He reached Reuben Cane’s door just as a 
buggy drove up and the latter got out. In 
the dark he stumbled against Jim, and then 
looked at him keenly as the light of the open- 
ing door illuminated the painter’s flushed face 
and hot eyes. Jim Ayer feit himself at a dis- 
advantage under that look, and no more was 
needed to break down the last barrier of re- 
straint. He stepped menacingly nearer. 

* What do you want?” said Reuben Cane. 

«What do I want? What do I want? I 
want you to stop a-settin’ my wife against me, 
and filli her head with notions that ain't got 
no sense in them! I want you," his voice 
rising higher and higher, **to let her alone, 
do you hear ?” 

“Youre drunk, my good fellow,” said 
Brother Cane, coolly; “PU talk to you at 
some other time, when you're sober." . 

He made às though to go into the house. 
Like lightning Jim's brawny hand was on his 
coat collar. 

“You ain't goin’ to get off like this,” he 
hissed, his eyes starting ominously out of his 
livid face. 

Cane was as powerful à man as liis antag- 
onist. 'The spiritual life had not yet tamed 
every human impulse in him. He wrenched 
himself away with flaming eyes. Then—who 
knows how such things liappen?—Jim Ayer 
had raised the heavy stick in his hand, the 
blow had crashed down on Reuben Cane's 
temple, and a dark form lay stretched upon 
the steps of the house. 


Jim Ayer stood there as though bereft of 


He would be back in a 


sense, hearing, or power of locomotion. "The. 


animal instinct to run, to bide, the impulse of 
the criminal, did not even assert itself. 'They 
made a good deal out of this in the defense 
afterward. It was a strong argument im 
favor of his having been temporarily crazed, 
that he should hav stood there motionless, 
looking down on the man he had murdered, 
while the old woman, who had been Cane's 
housekeeper, drew the.whole village about 
her with her frantic shrieks. 

It was not adjudged murder in the first de- 
gree, after all. The sentence was imprison- 
ment for life, instead. 

` “That won't be long," said Jim Ayers 

counsel, when it was all over. ‘‘The man 
won't liv the year out, or he'll be transplanted 
to the insane asylum, if he does." 

He was a rising young lawyer with a relent- 
less passion, and he had taken a strong liking 
to the criminal. f 

* By Jove,” he exclaimed, with a sort of 
fury, * when I think of all the circumstances 
—of a happy, peaceful«house, of a fine, honest 
fellow ruined, disgraced—damned, by heaven 
—by the idiotic emotionality of an ignorant 
woman, I—" 

He set his teeth. 
complete itself. - 

** These are the things that make me believe 
in a hereafter, he subjoined brusquely. 
“ There is a time when the complexity of such 
things is made clear—when the guiltless are. 
found more guilty than those who do the 
deed—-or there is no justice in this whole 
scheme of life.” 

You will perceive that this young lawycr 
was indeed very young, as I hav said. 

He was right about Jim Ayer. In less than 
a year the murderer of “that powerful 
preacher, Brother Reuben Cane,” was re- 
moved to the asylum for the insane, and 
there, after a somewhat longer lapse of time, 
died. ) 


The sentence would not 


launched, his instinct told him correctly that 


should 


_- It ismore than doubtful if Jenny Ayer, even 
in a degree, ever appreciated to its full the 


fearful tragedy of that wrecked life. She 
mourned for Jim, but with an appalling sense 
that he had been stricken down by heaven 
directly in outraged vengeance for his sins. 
This fe¢ling seemed to creep in and chill even 
the springs of retrospectiv tenderness. Grad- 
ually she came to think, perhaps, more of the 
martyred saint, Reuben Cane, than of the 


once loving and beloved husband, by whose 


hand the martyrdom had been consummated. 
If. she had been a great lady she would hav 
been a bigot and a devotee. As it was, Jenny 
Ayer went about a gentle, dreamy, abstracted 
figure, punctual in attendance on all religious 
services, surrounded at all times with a sort 
of Sabbatarian stillness. Her atmosphere 
suggested a faint chill. When she went by, 
though she sometimes smiled upon them, the 
children would shrink a trifle away, apd 
nearer to their mother’s skirts. —Selected. 
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Book Notices. 


MEN, Women, AND Gops, and Other Lectures. 
By Helen H. Gardener. With an Intraduc- 
tion by Col. Robert .G. Ingersoll. 
168 pp. Yew York: Truth Seeker Co. 


This book is very neatly printed and bound, 
and typographically does credit to the art pre- 
servativ. But the outside of the platter is 
not wherc the attraction lies. That is between 
the covers, on every page sparkling with 
brilliancy and cutting deep with keen sar- 
casm and effectiv wit, with vigorous attack 
on sacred things and unsparing exposure of 
the weak points in theological dogmas and 
scripture inspiration. It is a remarkably 
brilliant book, by a woman with a mission, 
which she executes with unrestrained ridicule 
and onslaught upon the Bible, especially its 
teachings regarding women.—Day Star. 


Miss Susan H. Wixon’s '* All in a Lifetime” 
is a splendid book, full of incident and dra- 
matic situations following closely upon each 
other. THe fidelity to New England dialect 
and characteristics show the writer to hav 
been a close observer of the habits and man- 
ners of those among whom she is living. Her 
descriptions, therefore, are exceedingly inter- 
esting. But the interest it may excite in the 
reader is tlie least valuable part of the book, 
unless we may consider that that interest is 
the vehicle by which may be conveyed to 
minds not otherwise receptiv many a wise 
lesson. 

The author's purpose manifestly is to arouse 


thought upon important subjects without ex- 
citing antagonism, and she touches cleverly 


* tree- 


unconscious part that had been hers in the - 


12mo,. 


all the vital reforms of the day with great in- - 


genuity, weaving them into her charming 
story. The humane purpose of the book can 
not be too highly applauded. While the most 
important problems are discusssed in an at- 
tractiv way, the reader cannot fail to be fas- 
cinated with a splendid romance as well as 
with the keen insight of the author and 
the choice literary merit of her work. Asa 
means of broadening the mind of a young 
person little disposed to earnest thought the 
book is of great value. I take it this was the 
author’s motiv in the writing, and this is the 
point which she has achieved with eminent 
success. It is especially a work which Lib- 


* ral-minded people should select for holiday 


-eading for their young friends.—ZEd. W. 
Chamberlain, in the Investigator. 
ELEMENTS 
or 
UNIVERSAL HISTORY 
FOR 


HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLIOS 
AND FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. 


By Prof, Hi, M. Cottinger, A. M. 


This book is just what the busy world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of history from 2,000 
years B.C. on up to 1883, all in a nutshell.—Z- 
mina Stenker. 

As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place; in the family it would be no 
less important, as conveying information that all 
e acquainted with.—Susan Wixon. 


Mr. Cottinger'sintentions in writing this book 
are excellent, and his standpoint admirable. It 
may be commended as fulfilling its purpose of a 


concise and interesting historical text-book.— . 


Milwaukee Sentinel, 
Price, Cloth, $1.50. 
For Schools, in Quantities, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Perpetual Calendar. 


Working the Year of Science 


And the Common Computations. ` 


An Almanac Forever 


Showing the day of the week for any day of the 
month for all time past and present and to come, 
and other useful information, Price, 40 cents; 
three for $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Canvassers address L, Martin, Brunswick, Ga, 


, 


i 


P ser, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 

comprising, “The Gods,” 
‘thomas Paine,” * Individual- 
1 etica and Heresies.” 


The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25, 
- Qontents: ** The Ghosts,” * Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,” “The Declaration of In- 
dependence,” “About Farming in Illinois," 

^ ©The Grant Banquet,” “The Rev. Alexander 
Clark,” “The Past Bises before Me Like a 
Dream,” and “ A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll.” 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
. cloth, $1.25. i 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 


per, 25 cents. ! 


The Christian Religion. By R. G. 
Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah S. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. - Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10 cents, $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
& Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents; 50 
cents per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 
Millions of these should be circulated by Free- 

inkers. 


Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
_ ert G. Ingersoll Price, 10 cents. 


‘Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 


Large size octavo, paper, 15 cents. 


Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. __ 
Bound in one yolume, To meet the demand 
for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on “ Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 


Tributes. There hay been so many 
applications for Mr, Ingersoll’s ‘‘Tribute to 
8 Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “Grant 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over 
“Little Harry Miller's Grave,” that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suita- 
ble for framing; and the four will be forwarded 
to any address, prepaid, for $1, or either one 

` for 25 cents. ‘ 
This 


Prose Poems and Selections. 
new bookisa gem. It isa model in every re- 
spect. In fact, oue of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated “ Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “ tributes” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lectures, 
letters, table-talks, and day-to-day conversa- 
tions of the author. ‘The work is designed for 
and will be accepted by admiring friends as a 
rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 
purpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
tac simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half-calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree 
calf, highest possible style and tinish, $9. 

Sent on receipt of price, 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
Superb i0tographs, 22x28, $5; panel, 10x17, 
$3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents; card, 20 cts. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 

|. Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality ; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman’s Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
Church and the Republic. 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture : Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating; Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery,and Prostitution; Murder; Wars of 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism; In- 
tolerance and Persecution;.Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children 3, Cruelty to Animals; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; ‘The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sun ay Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; ‘Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
AW. rice, 96 cents; six copies, $1.00. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash" 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson and Unbeliever- 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound; paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cta.; 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
igious and Political Liberty. Tells the stor 
of the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead 
ing traits of his character and genius, and.vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. Choice extracts from ‘ 
** American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason " are given ; also, tributes to Paine's 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 


steel portrait of Paine. Price er, 5 ; 
cloth, 75 cents. ` papery ee cents 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers Convention, Jj anuary 29,1884. Price, 

cents, 
For all the above works address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York, 


The Gods. 

|: In five lectu 
'* Humboldt 
ity,” and * H 


hgersoll's Works. 


MEN, 


"The Story Hour. 


Common Sense,” 


H 


WOMEN, AND GODS. 


BY HELEN H: GARDENER. 


Introduction by 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


In connection with another firm we have just published Helen H. Gardener’s first volume. 
Helen H. Gardener was first introduced to the public by Col. Ingersoll,. since when she has 


won. a place in the hearts of all Freethinkers by her 


ures. The contents of the volume are: 


MEN, WOMEN, AND GODS: Introductory; 
Accident Insurance; Chiefly Women; Why 
Women Support It; What It Teaches; From 
Moses to Paul; The Fruit of the Tree of Knowl- 
edge; Knowledge Not a Crime; As Much In- 
spired as Auy.of It. 

VICARIOUS ATONEMENT: Fear; Beginning 
to Think; Creeds; Self-Control What We Need; 
Vicarious Atonement Not a Christian Inven- 
tion; Twin Monsters from Intellectual Pig- 


ability, and by the brilliancy of her lett- 


mies; Geographical Religion; Revelation; Evi- 
dence of Faith; Did He talk? What You 
May Think; Intellectual Gag-Law; The Vi- 
carious Theory the Cause of Crime; Revision; 
The Church’s Money-Box; Shall Progréss Stop? 
HISTORICAL FACTS AND THEOLOGICAL 
FICTIONS: Church Fictions; Historical Facts 
—(Civilization, Comparativ Status, Women as 


Persons, Education, As Wives, Not Woman's; 


Friend, Morals). 


Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 Cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


SOCIAL WEALTH: 


a The Sole Factors and 
Exact Ratios in Its Acquirement and Apportionment, 


By J. K. INGALLS 


CONTENTS: Economic Schools: a brief re- 
view of their Origin and Growth; Rise and 
Growth of Capitalism; Unearned Increase: 
profit, interest, rent; Conservation of Wealth; 
Tools and Improved Machinery; The Nature of 
Wages; Private and Social Wealth; Land Own- 


PRICE, CLOTH, 


ership; Private Property in Land; Capital and 
the Productiv Factors; Partnership and Co-op- 
eration;. Law of Contracts; Money and Credit; 
Of Value or Economic Ratios; Taxation as a 
Remedy; Reforms, not Remedies; Suggestions 
to Legislators; Conclusion. 


$1.00, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 33 Clinton Place, New York City. 


RATIONAL GOMMUNISM, 


THE PRESENT 
AND 


THE FUTURE REPUBLIC OF NORTH AMERICA. 
BY A CAPITALIST. 


A Book Advocating Associate Life as a Remedy for Poverty, Vice, and Crime. It deals with 
the present conditions of society in this country, pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 
it is almost impossible that the people should be other than poor and vicious under our present sys- 
tem. The remedy, the author thinks, is in communal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of the 
future Republic of North America, as it will be when society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously and interestingly written. 

ConrEnts: The titles of some of the chapters are: Present External Appearance of Our Re- 
public; Government and Laws; Finance; Public Improvements; Production and Distribution ; 
Education; Morality and Religion; Marriage and Divorce; Life in the New Republic; Life in the 
Existing Republic; Examination of the Objections to Communism; Methods Proposed for the 
Trausition from the System of Individual Property to a System of Collectiv Property; Danger. 


Price, $1.50. 


Published aud for sale by the Truth Seeker Company, 33 Clinton Place, New York City. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


For Children and 
Youth. By Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
stition. Lhe Only Ilustrated Freethinkers 
Children's Story-Book everissued. 66full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heavy 


toned paper, broad margins, uminate 
covers; 4to. 224 PP., bds., $1.25. . 
Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browue. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 
t 


e Young Folks. By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second lias been issued at a reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photograph of the author which adds very 
much to the value of the volume. 


Blakeman’s 200 Poetical Riddles. 


Price, 20 cents. 
By 


The Youth's Liberal Guide. 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M. Price; $1.00., This 
volume aims at the education of youth in the 
principles of Freethought, at the same time 
that it inculcates moral duties and human 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason and 
common sense. Address , THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. . 


THE 
FREETHINKER » MAGAZINE 


for January is out, and the contents are as follows: 
An Address, by A. B. Bradford.—The Chureh, by 
J. J. McCabe.—Spiritualism, by William Henry.— 
A Plea for Anarchy, by John A. Broadbeck.— 
Christmas, Original Poem. By J. J.' McCabe.— 
A Modern Queen of Reason, by Uncle Lute.—Ex- 
tracts from Letters.—This Magazine, by the Ed- 
itor.—Elizur Wrighé Dead, editorial.—Consolation, 
editorial,—Book Review, by the editor.—All Sorts, 
by the editor.—Freethought Directory.—Advertis- 


ing pages. This magazine is to be published as a 
monthly. Price, 25 cents a single number; $2 per 
year. tt51t5 


myMedical Compound and Improved 
lastic Supporter Truss in from 30 to 
O days Reliable references given, Jend 
stamp roi circular, and say ir what pape 
you saw my advertisement, , Address ($32. 


SW. A iage Sith wt aea A, ALR, 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 


Friendship Liberal League No. 257, of Philadel- 
phia, will celebrate the 149th anniversary of the 
birth of the Author-hero, 

THOMAS PAINE, 
January 31st, 1886, in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood streets, at 2:30 and 7:30 P.M., tO consist of 


addresses, recitations, vocal and instrumental }- 


music. Entertainments free. 
Supper at 5:30 P.a. Tickets for supper, 25 cents. 


Liberals throughout the state invited. 
8t2 


THE 


AGNOSTIC ANNUAL 


FOR 1886. 
CHAS. A. WATTS, Editor. 


Contents: Agnostic Religion, by R. Bithell, 
B.Sc., Ph.D.—Shifting the Center of Gravity, by 
C. N.— Misconceptions of Agnosticism, by Charles 
Watts—A Household of Untaith? by G.M, McC,— 
Is Agnosticism, of Necessity, Auti-Christian ? by 
W. Stewart Ross (Saladin)—Legend of the Devil's 
Dyke, Brighton, by Julian.—Emotional Agnosti- 
cism. by W A. Leonard.—Agnosticism and Popu- 
lar Christianity, by Col. R. G. Ingersoll.—The Spe- 
cial Senses, by H. J. Hardwicke, F. R. C. S.—Not 
Left comfortless, by F. J. Gould.—‘The Morals of 
Agnosticism, by Ignotus. The Eternal Curse, by 

ilham Maccali—The Catholicity of Agnosticism 
by Winifred, Lady Robinson.—Christianity and 
After, by Charles C. Cattell.—Unpalatable Truths, 
by F. Sydney Morris.—Opposit Poles of Thought, 
by I. Exan-Jacob, B.A.—Fortune and the Mendi- 
cant, by Thomas Mead. 

PRICE 25 CENTS. For sale at this office. 

HE CANARY. A New and Remarkable Work 

on the Care of the Pet Canary. By mail, 50 
cents. Contents table mailed free. Lady Agents 
Wanted. Murray Hil Publishing Co., 129 East 
math Sees New York. 

8 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 


Price. 25 centr, 


| by mail, post paid. 


All my Liberal friends are reminded that if they 
will kindly favor me with their orders for holiday 
gifts I uarantee to undersell any other firm 
or cheerfully refund cash upon return of goods. 
My stock embraces all that is elegant, rich, an: 
new in the market, as well as a full line of good 
medium-grade goods, viz., genuin diamond rings 

ins, ear-drops, atudds, collar. buttons, elegant 

amond-set watches, gold and silver watches of 
every grade, chains, bracelets, gold and best gold- 
plated jewelry gold pens, gold and silver headed 
canes, opera glasses, golá spectacles, solid silver 
and plated ware, plush and art goods, etc., etc. 
d what 18a nicer 
present for either 
yourlady or gentle- 


f S : 
PN ys fps man friends than 


one of my latest im- 
proved model badges 
in solid gold, artis- 
tically enameled in 
three colors? Price, 
$3, $3.50, $4. With 
genuin diamond in 
rising sun, $8 and $10. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN 
e Rochelle, Ill. 


- 


A STANDARD MEDICAL WORK 
For YOUNG & MIDDLE AGED MEN 


ONLY 31 BY MAIL, POSTPAID. 


A 


KNOW THYSELF. € 


A Great Medical Work on Manhood 


- Exhausted Vitality, Nervous and Physical Debil- 


ity, Premature Decline in Man, Errors of Youth, 
and the untold miseries resulting from indiscre- 
tion or excesses. A book for every man, young, 
middle-aged, and old. It contains 125 prescriptions 
for all acute and chronic diseases, each one of 
which is invaluable. So found by the author, whose 
experience for 23 years is such as probably never 
before fell to the lot of any physician. 800 pages, 
bound in beautiful French muslin, embossed cov- 
ers, full gilt, guaranteed to be a finer work in every 
sense —mechanical literary, and professional — 
than any other work sold in this country for $2.50 
or the money will be refunded in every instance. 
Price, only $1.00 by mail, post que Illustrativ 
sample 6 cents; Send now. Gold medal awarded 
the author by the National Medical Association, to 
the president of which, the Hon. P. A. Bissel, and 
associate officers of the Board the reader is respect- 
fully referred. j 

The Science of Life should be read by the youn 
for instruction, and by the afflicted for relief. tt 
will benefit all.—London Lancet. 

There is no member of society to whom The 
Science of Life will not be useful, whether youth, 
parent, guardian, instructor, or clergyman.—A7go- 


naut. 

Address the Peabody Medical Institute, or Dr.W. 
H. Parker, No, 4 Bullfinch St., Boston, Mass., who 
may be consulted on all diseases requiring skill 
and experience, Chronic and obstinate diseases 
that have baffled the skill of all other E physi- 
cians a specialty. Such treated suc! AL Ce88B- 


nie.” Mention this paper. Iyi [HY SELF 


DR, R. P. FELLOWS 


is a regularly educat- 
ed and legally quali- 
fied physician, and , 
ihe most successful 
as his practice will 
prove. He has for 
twenty years treated 
exclusivly al] diseases 
of the Sexual Organs, 
in the cures of which 
he stands preeminent 
SPERMATORRAGA 
and IMPOTENCY 
as the result of self- 
abuse in youth and 
$ sexual excesses in ma- 
turer years, causing 
night emissions by 
: dreams, loss of sexual 
y A power, rendering 

ge improper and unhappy, etc., are cure 

ermanently by an outside application in sixty 
Gays. NO STOMACH MEDICIN USED, Itis one 
of Dr. Fellows’ valuable discoveries, which is en- 
tirely unknown to the medical profession, It is 
not à catch-penny get up, such a8 a pad, belt, pas- 
tille, nor magnetic appliance, but simply a medi- 
cin to be applied externally on the parts affected, 
which cures by absorption. Sendfive 2-cent stamps 
for his “ Private Counselor," giving full informa- 
tion. Address Dr. R. P. Fellows, Vineland, N. J., 
and say where you saw this advertisment. 


N. B.—Dr. Fellows begs leave to say that he is 
an Infidel of the most pronounced character. Bro. 
Liberals, your patronage is solicited. 


The Bible Analyzed. 


John R. Kelso, A.M. 


CONTENTS : 

The Old Testament.—The New Testament.—The 
Creation.—The Deluge.—The Exodus.—The Mira- 
eles of the Bible.—The Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Bible.—The 
Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 
the Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 
Savior. 

"DIO WI octavo, 833 PR. _ Splendidly executed, Sent 

rice, $3.00. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. 4 


Cloth, $1.25, For Sale at this Office. 


B Hlews of the Week, 


Tag poorhousé at Jackson, Mich., burnt ^ 


on the 24th, with fatal results to five inmates. 


Tue police of London are exercising extra- ; 
ordinary vigilance in expectation of dynamite | 
outrages. . . . : 

Mr. Joacar Proórs health is said to be. 

‘improving. Pecci is an Italian gentleman 
doing business as pope of Rome. 


Tug Grant monument fund grows slowly. 
Less than $200 was subscribed last week, | 
making the total about $114,200. : 


THIRTY-NINE employees in the ‘Orrell coal 
mine at Newburgh, W. Va., were killed by | 
an explosion of gas on the 21st inst. j 


j 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
| 
i 


JupGe Brewer, of Kansas, has decided | 
that the state must pay for a brewery made | 
worthless by the passage of a prohibitory law. ! 

TuE cold wave reached Virginia the latter 
part of last week, and there is great suffering 
among the poor, who are ill provided with 
winter clothing. 


Tut Rev. Jacob Freshman last Sunday 
baptized into the Christian faith two men! 
alleged to hav been Jews. Mr. Freshman | 
is himself a converted Jew. s 


JAMES FANNING, a compositor in this city, i 
having consumption and knowing he could 
liv but a few weeks, shot himself.last Satur- 
day in a philosophical manner. : 

Tur Hartford Courant reports that the 
Yale College boys hav voted to hav college 
prayers at 7:80 instead of 8:10, in order to 
** facilitate the athletic interests." 


Tne Rev. John O. Bache of this city, has | 
sued the Rev. D. Brainerd Ray for $50,000. 
The charge is slander, Mr. Ray having said 
in three different places that Mr. Bache is a 
licentious aud immoral person. E i 


QuEEN Vicrorta opened Parliament one 
day last week, and her speech was read. She 
opposes the granting of home rule to Ireland. 
lt is thought this may lead to violent out- 
breaks among her disaffected subjects. 


Jons H. Powent, the newly elected mayor : 
of Newport, R. I., is enforcing the Blue Laws 
of that city. He has closed all the places of 
business except the churches, and will not 
even allow the newsboys to vend their papers. 


Tie members of St. Lukes Episcopal 


* church in Baltimore are scandalized to hear | — 


that their curate, the Rev. Mr. Sylvester, re- 
cently left Halifax, N. S., between two days, 
leaving a large number of unpaid bills at his 
tailor's and other places. ` 


Proressor Dana lectured again before the 
young men of Yale College last Saturday on 
evolution. He claimed that evolution was 
not necessarily Atheistic, but devoted con- 
siderable of his time to explaining the neces- 
sity for a God as an assistant to nature. 


Tue recent big freeze extended over ‘nearly 
all of the orange-growing portion of Florida, 
and totally destroyed the crops, as well as 
young trecs. There are fears that the 
bearing trees are also killed, which would be 
a death blow to the industry of the state. 
Much sickness is caused by the cold weather. 


Governor MoEswEny, of Louisiana, has 
just pardoned from thé penitentiary the Rev. 
Ben. Jenkins, who was serving a life term 
for the murder of the Rev. J. Lane Borden 
two years ago. Jenkins alleged at the trial 
that Borden, who was principal of a female 
seminary, had seduced a young woman to 
whom he (Jenkins) was engaged to be mar- 
ried. 


Somr weeks ago the Rev. Andrew Gray, of 
Millerton, N. Y., and Miss Rachel Nicolson, 
of Fox Harbor, N. S., came to this city and 
took rooms at a hotel. In the morning the 
young woman was found unconscious from 
having inhaled gas. She was taken to a 
hospital and has recovered. 'The preacher 
says they came to New York to be married, 
, but now that Miss Nicolson is well again he 
seems to be in no hurry to hav the ceremony 
performed. 


Freperick P. Buppey, of Jersey City, 
N. J., who has just given up his position as 
keeper in the state reform school for boys at 
Jamesburg, says that the institution is a col- 
lege of crime, that the elder boys teach the 
younger ones all kinds of vices, and that 
when the boys leave the institution at the ex- 
piration of their terms they are weak in mind |. 
and body and morally corrupt. “If I had a 
boy ten years old," he said, “and had the 
choice of sending him to the Jamesburg re- 
form school or burying him, I would send 
him to the grave." 


4 


JESUS AND THE MONEY-CHANGERS. - 


Turn the rascals out. |. 


THe man who can write love letters without 
making an ass of himself has kept the matter very 
quiet. : $ 

WHEN a Chinese laundryman becomes a member 
of the Sunday-school, he does it that his sins may 
be washed away. 


A PAPER in Oswego mentions that James Clark 
and wife“ were born, died, and were buried on the 
same day.” The life of this remarkable couple 
must hav been exceedingly brief, 


* WuAT is the first thing you would do, Jones, if 
you were stung by a hornet?" asked Smith; who 
had been reading an article on the treatment of 
stings. “Howl,” replied Jones, solemnly. And 
the conversation abruptly ended. NT 


“Upon what peculiar feature are your principal 
colleges in the United States founded ?” asked an 
English tourist of an American; ‘I see that Pres- 
ident MeCosh has resigned from Princeton.” “It 
is copied closely from the. English system of gov- 
ernment.” “How so?” “ Why, when your gov- 
ernment finds itself beaten in a Parliamentary 
division, it gracefully resigns, don't it?" ‘ Yes.” 
** Well, when one of our college base or foot ball 
teams is vanquished, the whole faculty resign, 
throw up the sponge, and step a good way down 
and along way out. See?” 


Lone and wearily had his anxious wife waited, 
when at last the husband entered, and, with his 
frame convulsed with anguish, threw himself into 
a chair, and, burying his. face in his hands, 


groaned, * We are ruined; to-morrow’s sun will |. 


see the proud name of Jenkins among the list of 
bankrupts ’ Then out- spoke the noble wife: “Say 
not so; my dearPeter; allis not lost. We hav gone 
without ice for the last three months, and here is 
the money you gave me for the iceman,” and she 
placed fifty thousand dollars on the table. The 
worn, weary face of"the husband lighted up with 
joy as he exclaimed, ** Maria, you are a daisy; if 
we had gone without gas for the same time, I 
would hav retired from business.” 


THE DAYS OF FORGETTING. 
“Traveling along in the rural districts of ‘old 


' Kaintuck," said the preacher, “I stopped over 


night at the house of a good widow. She, being in- 
formed that I was a preacher, invited or called on 
me for family prayer. Selecting an easy lesson in 
the scripture, and reading it in my clearest ac- 
cent, I offered a short prayer. There is always a 
solemn interval between a ‘family’ prayer and the 
resumption of conversation. 
esting intervalmy good sister thought she ought 
to say something bordering on veligion, therefore 
began as follows: 


** Brother Jay, don't you think them fellers in ' 


the time of our savior was mighty fergitful?: 


During this inter- 


MINNS 


“ * Don't know that I call to mind anything so 
very forgetful on the part of our forefathers,’ 


‘said I. ` ` 


“Wely said she, ‘just you turn to the first 
chapter of Matthew; don’t it say.as plain as. can 
be that Abraham forgot Isaac, and Isaac forgot 
Jacob, and Jacob forgot Judas and hig brethren, 
and so on through a great long list ?’ 

“t You are right, sister, there does seem to be 
a wholesale forgetting along there,’ and I did not 
stop to correct her idea of the genealogy.. 


THE CHURCH CHOIR. 


(Some distance aster Tennyson.) 
Half a bar, half a bar, 
Half a bar onward! 
Into an awful ditch 
Choir and preceptor pitch; 
Into a mess of pitch 
They led the Old Hundred. 


Trebles to right of them, 
Trebles to left of them, 
Bellowed and thundered. 
Oh, that preceptor’s look 
When the sopranos took 
Their own time and hook 
From the Old Hundred ! 


Screeched all the trebles here, 
Boggled the tenors there, 
Raising the parson’s hair, 

While his mind wandered. 
Theirs not to reason why ` 
This psalm was pitched too high; 
Theirs but to gasp and cry 

Out the Old Hundred. 


Trebles to right of them, 
Tenors to left of them, 
Basses in front of them, 

- Bellowed and thundered. 
Stormed they with shout and yell; 
Not wise they sang; nor well, 
Drowning the sexton’s bell, 

While all the church wondered. 


Dire the precentor’s glare, 
Flashed his pitchfork in air, 
Sounding fresh keys to bear 
Out the Old Hundred. 
Swiftly he turned his back, - 
Reached. he his hat from rack, 
Then from the screaming pack 
Himself he sauntered. 


Tenors to right of him, 
Trebles to left of him, 
` Discords behind him, 
Bellowed and thundered. 
Oh, the wild howls they wrought! 
Right to the end they fought ; 
Some tune they sang, but not, 
Not the Old Hundred. , 
"E —Lapeer Ledger. 


` UNTIL the religion of humanity sha! pervade +h 
-world, persecution will never cease 


. M; Bennett, 


THE greatest sacrifices ever made. are offeréd in 


mortal flesh holds dearesb;.no danger is too dan- 
gerous, no suffering too stegn, to bear, if religion 
say the word.. Simeotithe Stylite will stand ‘years 


tear off his palpitating Hesh, to serve his god. 
The pagan idolater, bowing down to'a false image 
of stone, renounces his possessions, submits to bar- 
barous and cruel rites, shameful mutilations of his 
limbs; givs the first-born of his body for the sin of 
‘his soul; casts his own person -to destruction, be- 


loch, demands the sacrifice. The Christian idola- 


| ter, doing equal homage to a lying thought; givs 


up common sense, reason, conscience; love of. his 


| brother, at the same fancied mandate; is ready to 


credit most obvious absurdities ; accept contradic- 


| tions; do what contlicts with tle moral sense ; be- 


lieve dogmas that make life dark, eternity dread- 
ful, man a worm, and God a tyrant.—Theodore 
Parker. nee 


O Jesus! if thou wilt nôt save my soul, A 
Who may besaved? Who isit that may be saved ? 
Who may be made a saint if I fail here? 
Show me the man hath sutfered more than T. . 
For did not all thy martyrs die one death ? 
For either they were stoned, or crucified, 
Or burnt in fire, or boiled 1n oil, or.sawn E 
In twain beneath the ribs; but I die here 
To-day, and whole years long, a lite of death. 
Bear witness, if I could hav found a way 
(And heedfully I sifted all my thoughts) 
More slowly-painful to subdue this home 
Of sin, my flesh, which I despise and hate, 
Ihad not stinted practice, O my God! ` 

i —Tennysons Stylites, 


WE are born to be, if we please, rational creat- 


80, and we are-indeed so no further than industry 


; | and application hav carried us.—Locke, 


I say, deliberately, of everyone who does realize 
the misery there is in this world and remains in- 
differént to it; who enjoys his own share of the 
good things of this life, without. helping his 
brother; who does not stretch out his hand to hft 
the fallen or raise his voice.on behalf of the down- 
trodden and oppressed, that that man is living a 
life which is the very antithesis [opposit] of a di- 
vine lite—a lifé which has in it no beanty and no 
nobility, but is selfish, despicable, and mean.--Mrs. 
A. Besant, 


Ir such there breathe, go, mark him well ! 
For him no minstrel raptures swell; 
High though his titles, proud his name, 
Boundless his wealth as wish can claim, 
The wretch concentered all in self 
Living shall forfeit fair renown ` 
And doubly dying, shall go down : 
To the vile dust from whence he sprung; 
Unwept, unhonored, and unsung. 

f —Sir Walter Scott. 


Tur prevailing theology represents God as a be- 
ing whom a good man must hate; religion is some- 
thing alien to our nature, which can only rise as 
reason falls. A despair of man pervades our the- 
ology. Pious men mourn at the famin in our, 
churches; we do not believe in the inspiration of 
goodness now; only in the tradition of goodness 
long ago. For al theological purposes, God 


-might hav been buried after the ascension of Je- 


sus. We dare not approach the infinit one face to 


| face; we whine and whimper in our brother's 


name, as if we could only appear before the om- 
nipotent by attorney.—Parker. 


Can it be that the cause of truth requires so 
many falsehoods and contradictions to sustain it? 
—D. M. Bennett. 


Joun SELDEN (1584-1654) was an illustrious Eng 
lish scholar, lawyer, and antiquarian contempo- 
rary of Milton’s. The only one of his works that is 
now valued or read, except by specialists, is his 
“Table Talk,” of which Coleridge says: ‘ There is 
more weighty bullion sense in this book than I can 
find in the same number of pages of any unin- 
spired writer." This is rather an exaggeration. 
Like Coleridge’s own “Table Talk,” Selden’s has 
many hits, palpable hits, but also many misses. 
Luthers “Table Talk? is the only other work 
under the same title; it is still worth reading, 
though he spends too much time with the devil !— 
Bylac, ; 

CHRISTIANITY did not bring high moral precepts 
into the world, nor will they disappear from the 
world along with it. We shallretain all that was 
really achieved by Christianity, as we hav retained 
what was accomplished by Greece and Rome, with- 
out the form of religion in which that kernel re- 
posed.as in its husks. Thus only shall we succed in 


‘discarding at the same time the narrowness and 


the partiality which adhered throughout to the 
doctrines of Christianity.—Strauss’s Old and New 
Faith. . ` 


You attribute personality and consciousness to 


God, but what, then, do you call personality and . 


consciousness? That, no doubt, which you hav 
found in yourselves, become cognizant of in your- 
selvs, and distinguished by that name. Butif you 
will only giv the slightest attention to the nature 
of your conception, you will see that you do not 
and cannot conceive of this without limitation and . 
finality. By attributing that predicate to this 
being you in consequence make of it a finite one, 
a creature like yourselvs; you hay not, as was 
your wish, conceived God, but merely the multi- 
plied [enlarged or amplified ?] representation of 
yourselvs.—Fichte. ; 


SuaxsPERE and Bacon were not independent 


phenomena, brought together by an accidental co- ` 


incidence. They were rooted in the same soil, and 
the impulse, though it led to different manifesta- 
tions, was ultimately derived from the same 
sources.—Leslie Stephen. 


e 


the name of‘ religion.’ For this- a: man will forego . 
ease, peace, friend, society, wife, and child, all that, 


long on his pillar’s top; the devotee of Buddha wil 


cause he dreams Baal or Saturn, Jehovah or Mo-. 


ures, but it is use and. exercise only that make us * 
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-“TEHE-R-OMANG-A-T.H OLIC PANDORA’S BOX. 


It is fabled that a box containing innumerable evils was presented to Pandora by Jupiter, from which, when opened, countless ills and diseases issued fo: 


Hope alone remaining for the consolation of the race. 


afflict mankind, 


dlotes and Clippings. 


Tur divorce cases in Lane county, Oregon, 
for 1885, outnumber the list of marriages 
twelve to one, according to the San Francisco 
Bulletin. 


of the pulpit of the 
Hoboken, N. J. Th 
the spirit was weale,/ 
got involved in a sca. sl. 


Ey el tage church of 
e/ . was willing and 
che Rev. Mr. Hunt 


“Drip you ever see anything like this ” 
said a young lady to her escort, at a church 
fair where raffling was in progress. ‘Only 
once." '' When was that?" '' Well, I was 
on & Western train one time when it was 
robbed." 


THE Builington Free Press relates ‘that a 
_ philanthropist asked the daughter of a rich 
manufacturer, who employs hundreds of men, 


if she ever did anything for her father’s hands. 


. * No," was the reply, “but I rub mine with 
glycerin and oatmeal every night." 


" Rurus, wuz yer to de chwch dis morn- 
im?" “Dars jis whar I wuz, Clem.” “I 
hope yo’ drawed in much profit fom de sar- 
bice, Rufus." '' What yo’ mean, sah? Jes’ 
yo’ take notice, Mr. Clem, dat w’en we plays 

keards in de quiah durin’ sarbice we jes’ 
' plays fo’ 'musement, an’ nuffin’ mo’.” 


ANOTHER Victim has been sacrificed upon 
-the altar of the Christian idol—the Bible. 
"Mrs. Maidén, the wife of à young farmer near 
Decatur, Ill., about the middle of last month 
began reading the Bible, undér the delusion 
thatit was true. In one week the book had 


done its perfect work, and Mrs. Maiden was. 


insane. Her first act of violence was to at- 
tempt the destruction of her two children by 
dashing them upon the floor. Her husband 
subdued her after a violent struggle, and she 
was taken to Decatur for treatment. The 
portion of the Bible which crazed Mrs. 


[Maiden was Jeremiah. 
Tur Rev. Dr. Hunt has been drepi out |y 


** AnD now, my dears,”. said the Sunday- 
school teacher, *I hav explained to you all 
the different forms of religion ; tell me which 
of them you like the best?” There was a 
long pause and then Master Johnny said: 
** Well, Pd rather be a Baptist in summer and 
a Mormon in winter.” “Im afraid we 
shout hav to call you an Optimist, then,” re- 
plie the teacher. And so Master Johnny 
went home and said: “Pa, what's an Optim- 
ist?” **An Optimist? ‘Well—er—hum; an 
Optimist is a sort of—er—well, perhaps you 
had better look in the dictionary for a concise 
answer.” And so they hunted up the diction- 
ary and at.last found: Optimist, a beigyer 
in Optimism. And Master, Johnny thanked 
his papa and said he was so glad to know! 


Tur Gananoque, Ont. „Reporter says: ** The 
Rev. J. W. Jeffrey gets off some queer ideas 
in the course of his speeches. Last Monday 
evening, at Kingston, he told his yadience 
that some years ago he arrived in Kingston, 
and was at that time ‘seriously debating in 
his mind whether to remain a Christian or go 
back to Infidelity.’ If he had said he had de- 
bated as to whether he could make more 
money while living a Christian life, or by fol- 
lowing practices which he knew to be wicked, 
his state of mind could be understood; espe- 
cially as he added that the receipt of favors 
from his Christian friends decided him to re- 


Walk during the court’s recess. 


main ‘steadfast to the faith. It is nonsense 
to say that a män can choose deliberately 
whether he shall believe in Christianity or be 
an Infidel. If the evidences of Christianity 
convince his mind of its truth he will. believe 
and cannot help himself; and if he is not con- 
vinced he cannot believe, let him ‘ deliberate’ 
as much ashe will But when it comes to 
profession and practice, many men cdn, and 
do, make it a matter of policy." 


Tux Syracuse Standard relates that recently 
Roscoe Conkling and Colonel Ingersoll took a 
They in- 
tended to bring up at Louis Windbolzs for 
lunch, but missed the place, and strolling on 
in East Washington street they entered an- 
other restaurant, which is one of the cheapest 
of the cheap. It is so cheap, in fact, that 
Superintendent of the Poor White sends im- 
pecunious individuals to it for meals at the 
expense of the county. Just pfter Mr. Conk- 
ling and Colonel Ingersoll had sat down and 

alled for oysters, Superintendent White 
walked jn with the most woebegone. and 
altogether wretched tramp that ever set foot 
in the city. The tramp took a seat at the 
next table to that used by the distinguished 
lawyers, and ate a plate of beans, supple- 
mented by a bowl of soup. He gleaned from 
their ¢:nversation who his neighbors were, 
and as they rose he turned and said: ‘‘ Gen- 
tlei-en, won't you join me in ponies E 
“Th join my friend.in giving you a quarter,” 
said Ingersoll. ‘Thanks, gentlemen, thanks. 
Ah! When shall we three meet again? Sen- 
ator Conkling and myself may possibly meet 
in heaven. But as for you, Mr. Ingersoll, ah! 
who can tell?” The tramp had forgotten the 
words of Christ: ‘‘Inasmuch as ye hay done 


it unto the least of one of these, my brethren, 
ye hav done it unto me. Come, ye blessed of 
my father; inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world.” But 
then a good many. ministers commit the same 
oversight. 

Tue Boston Evening Record is informed 
that the faith cure is showing some remark- 
able developments in Chicago. One woman 
has been cured of a tumor by having a verse 
of scripture read to her onceaday. They 
are now experimenting on a broken leg with 
more heroic doses—half a chapter twice a day 
—and are confident of final success. l 


Persons calling themselvs ‘‘ Daniel’s Band” 
hav been engaged in revival work at Wind- 
fall, Ind., for a few weeks past. The result is 
given in the Indianapolis Sentinel by a corre- 
spondent from Windfall: ‘‘ Harmon Haxton, 
aman about forty years of age, having a fam- 
ily, began to take part in the mectings about 
a week ago, and fell in a trance, as they said. 
He never entirely recovered his mind. He 
was taken to his home, where he remained a 
few days, growing worse, became insane, and 
is now confined in the Tipton county jail for 
safety. A lady by the name of Hankins, liv- 
ing near Tipton, attended a meeting last 
night, went into a trance, became wild and 
unmanageable, taking three or four to hold 
her, and she left town in a wagon in that con- 
dition. A Mrs. Mary A. Brown, a widow 
lady of this place, who has long been a mem- 


ber of. the Methodist church, went into a 


trance at her home while the meeting was in 
progress yesterday. She remained several 
hours in that condition. It is reported that 
she is not in her right mind, and has to be 
watched.” 
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Selection. 


The Interpreters of Genesis and the 
ters of Nature: 

A REPLY TO MR. GLADSTONE'S “DAWN OF CREATION AND 
‘OF WORSHIP." U 


Interpre- 


; From the Nineteentn Century. : 
Our fabulist warns “those who in quarrels inter- 


"pose" of the fate which is probably in store for them; | 
and, in venturing to place myself between so power- 


ful a controversialist as Mr. Gladstone and the emi- 
nent divine whom he assaults with such vigor in the 
last number of this Review, I am fully aware that I 
run great danger of verifying Gays prediction. 
Moreover, it is quite possible that my zeal in offering 
aid to a combatant so extremely well able to take 
care of himself as M. Réville may be thought to 
savor of indiscretion. . "A 

Two considerations, however, hav led me to face 
the double risk. The one is that though, in my 
judgment, M. Réville is wholly in the right in that 
part of the controversy to which I propose to restrict 
my observations, nevertheless, he, as a foreigner, has 


very little chance of making the truth prevail with 
Englishmen against the authority and the dialectic 
skill of the greatest master of persuasiv rhetoric. 


among English-speaking;men:of our time. As the 
queen's proctor intervenes, in certain cdses, between 


‘two litigants in the interests of justice, so it may be” 


permitted me to interpose as a-sort of, uncommis- 
sioned science proctor:.. My second excuse for my 
. meddlesomeness is. that important questions.of nat- 
ural science—respecting which neither of the combat- 
ants professes to speak as an expert—are involved in 
" the controversy; and I. think it is desirable that the 
‘public should know what it is that natural science 


- really has to say on these topics, to the best belief of 


one who has. been a diligent student of natural 
science for the last forty years. i NNE 
The original: Prolégomènes. de 


translation of M..Réville’s work; published, in Eng- 
land under the auspices of Prof. Max Müller, with 
very great interest. It puts more‘fairly and clearly 
than any book previously known. to me.the viow 
which.a man of strong religious feelings, but at the 


same time possessing the information and the reason- | 


ing power which enable him,to estimate the strength 
of scientific methods of inquiry, and the weight’ of 
scientific truth, may be.expected..to. take of the rela- 
tion between science and religion. ` 

In the chapter on “The Primitiv Revelation," the 
scientific worth of the account of creation given in 
. the book of Genesis is estimated in: terms which arè 
as unquestionably respectful as, in my judgment, 
they are just; and, at the end of the chapter on 
“ Primitiv Tradition," M. Réville appraises the value 
of pentateuchal anthropology in a way which I should 
hav thought sure of enlisting the assent. of all com- 
petent judges, even if it were extended to the whole 
of the cosmogony and biology of Genesis: 


As, however, the original traditions of nations sprang up 
in an epoch less remote than our own from the primitiv life, 
it is indispensable to consult them, to compare them, and to 
associate them with other sources of information which are 
available. From this point of,view, the traditions recorded 
in Genesis possess, in addition to their own peculiar charm, 
a value of the highest order; but we cannot ultimately see 
in them more than a venerable fragment, well deserving at- 
tention, of the great genesis of mankind. ` > 


Mr. Gladstone is of a different mind. He dissents 
from M. Réville's views respecting the proper estima- 
tion of the pentateuchal traditions no less than he 
does from his interpretation of those Homeric myths 
which hav been the object of his own special study. 
In the latter case, Mr. Gladstone tells M. Réville that 
he is wrong on his own authority, to which, in such 
a matter, all will pay due respect; in the former, he 
affirms himself to be “ wholly destitute of that kind 
of knowledge which carries authority,” and his rebuke 
is administered in the name and by the authority of 
natural science. i ns fe 

An air of magisterial gravity hangs about the fol- 
lowing passage: ` PU ' 


But the question is not here of a lofty poem, or a skilfully 
Constructed narrativ; it is whether natural science, in the 

patient exercise of its high calling to examin facts, finds that 
the works of God cry out against what we hav fondly be- 
lieved to be his word, and tell another tale; or whether, in 
this nineteenth century of Christian progress, it substantially 
echoes back the majestic sound, which, before it existed as a 
pursuit; went forth into all lands. ^ = 

First, looking largely at the latter portion of the narrativ, 
which describes the creation of living organisms, and waiv- 
ing details, on some of which (as in verse 24) the Septuagint 
Seems to vary from the Hebrew, there is. a. grand fourfold 
division, set forth in an orderly succession of times as 
follows: on the fifth day. 

1. The water-population, 

2. The air-population, 
and, on the sixth day, 

3. The land-population of animals, : 

4. The land population consummated. in man. : 

Now, this same fourfold order is understood to hav. been so 
affirmed in óur time by natural science that it may be taken 
as a demonstrated conclusion and established fact (p. 696). 


“Understood?” By whom? I cannot bring my- 
self to imagin that Mr. Gladstone has made so solemn 


.schel, and Dr. Whewell in support, of his case. 


? histoire. des: Relig-: 
ions has not come in my.way; but I- hav read the | 


and authoritativ a statement on a matter of -this im- 
portance without due inquiry—without being able to 
found himself upon recognized scientific authority. 
But I wish he had thought fit to name the source 
from whence he has derived his information, as in 
that case I could hav dealt with his authority, and I 
should hav thereby escaped the appearance of making 
an attack on Mr. Gladstone himself, which is in every 
way distasteful to me. A l : 
For I can meet the statement in the last paragraph 
of the above citation with nothing but a direct nega- 
tiv.. If I know anything at all about the results 
attained by the natural science of our time, it is “a 
demonstrated conclusion and established fact" that 
the *fourfold order" given by Mr. Gladstone is not 
that in which the evidence at our disposal tends to. 
show that the water, air, and land populations of the 
globe hav made their appearance. 
Perhaps I may be told that Mr. Gladstone does giv 
his authority—that he cites Cuvier, Sir John Her- 
If 
that has been Mr. Gladstone's intention in mention- 
ing these eminent names, I may remark that, on this 
particular question, the only relevant authority is 
that of Cuvier. But, great as Cuvier was, it is to be 
remembered that, as Mr. Gladstone incidentally re- 
marks, he cannot now be called a recent authority. 
In fact, he has been dead more than half a century, 
and the paleontology of our day is related to that of 


.his very much as the geography of the sixteenth 


century is related to that of the fourteenth. Since 
1882, when Cuvier died, not only a new world, but 
new worlds, of ancient life hav been discovered; and 
those who hav most faithfully carried on the work of 


the chief founder of paleontology hav done most to 


invalidate the essentially negativ grounds of his spec- 
-ulativ adherence to tradition. 

If Mx. Gladstone's latest information on these mat- 
ters is derived from the famous discourse prefixed to 
the Ossemens Fossiles, I can understand the position 
he has taken up ; if he has ever opened a respectable 
modern manual of paleontology or geology, I cannot. 
For the facts which demolish his whole argument are 
of the commonest notoriety. But before proceeding 
to consider the evidence for this assertion we must 
be‘clear about the meaning of the phraseology em- 
ployed. 

I apprehend that when Mr. Gladstone uses the 
term “water-population” he means those animals 
which in Genesis i, 21 (Revised Version) are spoken 
of as “ the great sea monsters and every living creat- 
ure that moveth, which -the waters brought forth 
abundantly, after their kind.” - And I presume that it 
will be agreed that whales and porpoises, sea fishes, 
and the innumerable hosts of marine invertebrated 
animals, are meant thereby. So “air-population” 
must be the equivalent of “fowl” in verse 20, and 
“every winged fowl after its kind,” verse 21. I sup- 
pose I may take it for granted that by “fowl” we 
hay here to understand birds—at any rate, primarily. 
Secondarily, it may be that bats, and the extinct pter- 
odactyls, which were flying reptils, come under the 
same head. But whether all insects are “creeping 


“things” of the land-population, or whether flying 


insects are to be included under the denomination of 
* winged fowl,” is a point for the decision of Hebrew 
exegetes. Lastly, I suppose I may assume that 
*]and-population" signifies “the cattle" and “the 
beast of the earth," and “ every creeping thing that 
‘creepeth upon the earth," in verses 25 and 26; pre- 
sumably it comprehends all kinds of terrestrial ani- 
mals, vertebrate and invertebrate, except such as may 
be comprised under the head of the “ air-population." 

Now, what I want to make clear is this, that if the 
terms, "*water-population," air-population" and 
* Jand-population," are understood in the senses here 
defined, natural science has nothing to'say in favor 
of the proposition that they succeeded one another 
in the order given by Mr. Gladstone; but that, on 
the contrary, all the evidence we possess goes to 
prove that they did not. Whence it will follow that, 
if Mr. Gladstone has interpreted Genesis rightly (on 
which point I am most anxious to be understood to 
offer no opinion), that interpretation is wholly irrec- 
oncilable with the conclusions at present accepted by 
the interpreters of nature—with everything that can 


be called *a demonstrated conclusion and estab- |- 


lished fact" of natural science. And be it observed 
that I am not -here dealing with a question of specu- 
lation, but with a question of fact. 

Either the geological record is sufficiently com- 
plete to afford us a means of determining the order 
in which animals hav made their appearance on the 
globe or it is not. If it is, the determination-of that 
order is little more than a mere matter of observa- 
tion; if it is not, then natural science neither affirms 


nor refutes the “ fourfold order,” but is simply silent. 


The series of the fossiliferous deposits, which con- 
tain the remains of the animals which hay lived on 
the earth in past ages of its history, and which can 
alone afford the evidence required by natural science 
of the order of appearance of their different species, 
may be grouped in the manner shown in the left-hand 
column of the following table, the oldest being at the 
bottom: . - 


FORMATIONS. |. __ FIRST KNOWN APPEARANOE OF 


Quaternary. ` : Vau SA ut CH 
“Pliocene. i j 
Miocene. 
Eocene. . Vertebrate air-population (bats). 
Cretaceous.. os Pag fioe unn 
Jurassic. Vertebrate air-population (birds and pter- .. ^ 
Triassic. odactyls). 95 ts . 
Upper Paleozoic. "EV à oue 
Middle Paleozoic. | Vertebraté land-population (amphibia, © =` 
Lower Paleozoic. |  veftüia[?]). AUT 
Silurian. Vertebrate water-population (fishes). ` 
Invertebrate air and land population (fly- 

ing insects and scorpions). -> L5 : 

Cambrian. | Invertebrate water-poptlation (much ear- As 


'| lier, if eozoon is animal). 
a x xm 


In the right hand column I hav noted the group 
of strata in which, according to our present informa- 
tion, the land, air, and water populations appear for 
the first time ; and, in consequence of the ambiguity 
about the meaning of “fowl,” I hav separately indi- 
cated the first appearance of bats, birds, flying rep- . 
tils, and flying insects. It will be observed that, if 
“fowl” means only “bird,” or at most flying verte- ` 
brate, then the first certain evidence of the latter, in , 
the Jurassic epoch, is posterior to the first appear- 
ance of truly terrestrial amphibia, and possiby of true. . 
reptils, inithe Carboniferous epoch (Middle Paleo- . 
zoic) by a prodigious interval of time. 

The water-population of vertebrated animals first 
appears in the Upper Silurian. Therefore, if we 
found ourselvs.on vertebrated animals, and take 
“fowl” to mean birds only, or at most flying verte- 
brates, natural science says that the order of succes- 
sion was water, land, and air-population, and not—as 
Mr. Gladstone, founding himself on Genesis, says— . 
water, air, land-population. If a chronicler of Greece 
affirmed that the age of Alexander preceded that of 
Pericles, and immediately succeeded that of the "Tro- 
jan war, Mr. Gladstone would hardly say that this . 
order is “ understood to hav been so affirmed by his- ' 
torical science that it may be taken as a demonstrated 
conclusion and established fact.” .Yet natural sci- | 
ence “ affirms” his “four-fold order" to exactly the. 
‘same extent—neither more nor less. 

Suppose, however, that “fowl” is to be taken to 
include flying insects. In that case the first appear- 
ance of an air-population must be shifted back for 
long ages, recent discovery having shown that they 
occur in rocks of Silurian age. Hence there might 
still hav been hope for the fourfold order were it not . 
that the fates unkindly determined that scorpions— 
“ creeping things that creep on the earth” par eacel- 
lence—turned up in Silurian strata nearly at the same . 
time. So that if the word in the original Hebrew . 
translated “fowl” should really after all mean “ cock- 
roach "—and I hav great faith in the elasticity of that 
tongue in the hands of biblical exegetes—the order 
primarily suggested by the existing evidence: ' 

2. Land and air-population, 
1. Water-population, 
and Mr. Gladstone’s order: 
3. Land-population, 
2. Air-population, 
` 1. Water-population, : 
can by no means be made to coincide. As a matter 
of fact, then, the statement so confidently put for- 
ward turns out to be. devoid of foundation and in. 
direct contradiction of the evidence at present at our 
disposal.* l 


If, stepping beyond that which may be learned from: oe i f 


the facts of the successiv appearance of the forms of 
animal life upon the surface of the globe, in ‘so far 
as they are yet made known to us by natural science, 
we apply our reasoning faculties to the task of find- 
ing out what those observed facts mean, the present. 
conclusions of the interpreters of nature appear to be 
no less directly in conflict with those of the latest in- 
terpreters of Genesis. 

Mr. Gladstone appears to admit that there is some 
truth in the doctrin of evolution, and indeéd places it ` 
under very high patronage: 

I contend that evolution in its highest form has not bcen & 


thing heretofore unknown to history, to philosophy, or to the- 
ology. I contend that it was before the mind of St. Paul 


when he taught that in the fulness of time God sent forth his -` 
usebius, when he wrote the ‘‘ Preparation for' ' 


son, and of 
the Gospel,” and of Augustine when he composed the ‘‘ City ` 
of God” (p. 706). 

Has any one ever disputed the contention thus 
solemnly enunciated that the doctrin of evolution was’ - 
not invented the day before yesterday? 
ever dreamed of claiming it as a modern innovation? 


* It may be objected that I hav not put the case fairly, in- 
asmuch as the solitary insect's wing which was discovered 
twelve months ago in Silurian rocks, and which is at present 
the sole evidence of insects older than the Devonian epoch, 
came from strata-of Middle Silurian age, and is therefore . 
older than the scorpions which within the last two years hav 
been found in Upper Silurian strata in Sweden, Britain, and 
the United States. But no one who comprehends the nature 
of the evidence afforded by fossil remains would venture to 


say that the non:discovery of scorpions in the Middle Silurian 


strata up to this time affords any more gronnd for supposing 

that they did not exist than the non-discovery of flying in- , 
sects in the Upper Silurian strata up to this time throws any, 
doubt on the certainty that they existed, which is derived 

from the occurrence of the wing in the Middle Silurian. In 

fact, I hav stretched a point in admitting that these fossils 

afford a colorable pretext for the assumption that the land 

and air-population were of. contemporaneous. origin. 


Has any one .. 
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... Is there any one so. ignorant of. the history of phi- 
., .losophy as to be unaware that it is one of the forms 

. in which speculation embodied itself long before the 
^ time either of the Bishop of Hippo or the Apostle to 
: the Gentiles? Is Mr. Gladstone, of all people in the 
"^world, disposed to ignore the founders of Greek phi- 
losophy; to say nothing of Indian sages to whom evo- 
lution'was a familiar notion ages before Paul of Tar- 
sus was born? But it is ungrateful to cavil at even 


— «the most oblique admission of the possible value of. 


^^ one of those affirmations of. natural science which 


`., really may be said to be “a demonstrated conclusion: 


and established fact." I note it with pleasure, if only 


ution as applied to animals, Mr. Gladstone's gloss on 
: Genesis in the following passage is hardly happy: 
God created— : " , 

(a) The water-population; 

(b) The air-population. - 

And they receive his benediction (verses 20-23). ee 

Pursuing this regular progression from the lower to the 
"higher, from the simple to the complex, the text now givs us 
the work of the sixth ** day," which supplies the land popu- 


lation, air and water having been already supplied (pp. 695,” 
` 696). s 


The gloss to which I refer is the assumption that 


.' the “air-population” forms a term in the order of 


“progression from lower to higher, from simple to 


/' éomplex—he place of which lies between the water- 


-+ population below and the land-poplation above—and. 
- I speak of it asa “gloss” because the pentateuchal 


writer is nowise responsible for it. 


- ` But it is not true that the air-population, as a 
'. “whole, is “lower” or less * complex" than the land- 
' population. On the contrary, every beginner in the 

study of animal morphology is aware that the organ- 
' ization of a bat, of a bird, or of a pterodactyl, pre- 
supposes that of a terrestrial quadruped,.and that it 
is intelligible only as.an extreme modification of the 
organization of a terrestrial mammal or reptil. In, 
^ the same way, winged insects (if they are to be 
counted among the *'air-population") presuppose in- 
sects which were wingless, and therefore, as “ creep- 
ing things,” were part of the land-population. Thus 


theory is as much opposed asobservation to the ad-: 
mission that natural science indorses the succession: 


‘of animal life which Mr. Gladstone finds in Genesis. 
On the contrary, a good many representativs of nat- 
' ural science would be prepared to say, on theoretical 
grounds alone, that it is incredible that the “ air- 
population" should hav appeared before the “ land- 
population," and that if this assertion is to be found 
. in Genesis, it merely demonstrates the scientific 
worthlessness of the story of which it forms a part. 
. Indeed, we may go further. It is not even admis- 
. sible to say that the water-population, a sa whole, ap- 
._. peared before the air and the land-populations. Ac. 
: cording to the authorized version, Genesis especially 
mentions among the the animals created on the fifth 
' day “great whales,” in place of which the revised 
version reads '' great sea monsters.” Far be it from 
me tọ giv an opinion which rendering is right, or 
„whati w either is right. All I desire to remark is, 
. thatil whales and porpoises,dugongs and manatees, are 
to be regardéd as members of the water-population 
"(and^df they are not, what animals can claim the 
designation?) then that much of the water-popula- 


u. tion-has-as certainly originated later than the land- 


population as bats and birds hav. For I am not 

' aware that any competent judge would hesitate to 
admit that the organization of these animals shows 
the most obvious signs of their descent from terrest- 
rial quadrupeds. : 35 . 

A similar criticism applies to Mr. Gladstone’s as- 
sumption that, as the fourth act of that “ orderly suc- 
cession of times," enunciated in Genesis, * the land- 

. population consummated in man." 
. If this:means simply that man is the final term in 
. theevolutional series of which he forms a part, I donot 
"suppose that any objection will be raised to that state- 
ment on the part, of students of natural science.. But 
“ifthe pentateuchal author goes farther than this, and 
intends.to say that which is ascribed to him by Mr. 
' «Gladstone, I think natural science will hav to enter a 
` caveat. . It is not by any means certain that man—I 
mean the species Homo sapiens of zoological termin- 
ology—has “consummated”: the land-population in 
the sense of appearing at a later period of time than 
any other. Let me make my meaning clear by an ex- 
. ample. From a morphological point. of view, our 
beautiful and useful contemporary—I might call him 
colleague—the horse (Equus caballus), is the last term 
of the evolutional series to which he belongs, just as 
Homo sapiens is. the last term of the series of which 
he is a member. If I want to know whether the 
species Equus caballus made its appearance on the 
surface of the globe before or after Homo sapiens, 
deduction from known law does not helpme. There 
is no reason that.I know of why one should hav ap- 
peared sooner or later than the. other. If I turn to 
' observation, I find abundant remains of Zguus cabal- 
lus in Quaternary strata, perhaps a little earlier. The 
existence of Homo sapiens in the Quaternary epoch 
“is also certain. Evidence has been adduced in favor 
. of man’s existence in the Pliocene, or even in the 
Miocene epoch. It does not satisfy me; but I hav 


for the purpose of introducing the observation that 
sa if there is any truth whatever in the doctrin of evo-. 


88 


'no reason to doubt that the fact may be so, neverthe- 


less. Indeed, I think it is quite possible that further 
research will show that Homo sapiens existed, not 
only before Equus cabalius, but before many other 
of the existing forms of animal life; so that, if all the 
species of animals hav been separately created, man, 
in this case, would by no means be the “ consumma- 
tion" of the land-population.: : m 

^ Iam raising. no objection to the position of the 
fourth term in Mr. Gladstones “ order ”—on the 
facts, as they stand, it is quite open to anyone to 
hold, as a pious opinion, that the fabrication of man 
was the acme and final achievement of the process of 
peopling the globe. But it must not be said that 
natural science counts this opinion among her 


ie demonstrated conclusions and established facts,” | 


for there would be just as much, or as little, reason 
for ranging the contrary opinion among them. 

It may seem superfluous to add to the evidence 
that Mr. Gladstone has been utterly misled in sup- 
posing that his interpretation of Genesis receives any 
support from natural science. But it is as well to do 
one’s work thoroughly while one is about it; and I 
think it may be advisable to point out that the facts, 
as they are at present known, not only refute Mr. 
Gladstone’s interpretation of Genesis in detail, but 
are opposed to the central idea: on which it appears 
to be based. * UU l 

ge must be some position from which the rec- 
ontilers of science and Genesis will not retreat; some 
central idea the maintenance of which is vital and its, 
refutation fatal. Even if they now allow that the 
words *the evening and the morning" hav not the 


least reference to a natural day, but mean a period of, 


any number of millions of years that may be neces- 
sary; even if they are driven to admit that the word 
“ereation,” which so many millions of pious Jews 
and Christians hav held, and still hold, to mean a 
sudden act of the deity, signifies a process of gradual 
evolution of one. species from another, extending 
through immeasurable time; even if they are willing 
to grant that the asserted coincidence of the order of 


nature with the “fourfold order” ascribed to Genesis | 


is an obvious error instead of an established truth— 
they are surely prepared to make a last stand upon 
the conception which underlies the whole, and which 
constitutes the essence of Mr. Gladstone’s “fourfold 
division, set forth in an orderly succession of times." 
It is, that the animal species which compose the 
water-population, the air-population, and the land- 
population, respectivly, originated during three dis- 
tinct and successiv periods of time, and only during 
those periods of time. 

This statement appears to me to be the interpreta- 
tion of Genesis which Mr. Gtadstone supports, re- 
duced to its simplest expression. “Period of time" 
is substituted for *day;" “ originated” is substi- 
tuted for *created;" and any order required for that 
adopted -by Mr. Gladstone. It is necessary to make 
this proviso, for if “day” may mean a few million 
years, and “creation” may mean evolution, then it is 
obvious that the order (1) water-population, (2) 
air-population, (8) land-population, may also mean 
(1) water-population, (2) land-population, (8) air pop- 
ulation; and it would be unkind to bind down the 
reconcilers to this detail when one has parted with so 
many others to oblige them. 

But even this sublimated essence of the penta- 
teuchal doctrin (if it be such) remains as discordant 
with natural science as ever. 

It is not true that the species composing any one 
of the three populations originated during any one of 
three successiv periods of time, and not at any other 
of these. e i 

Undoubtedly, it is in the highest degree probable 
that animal life appeared first under aquatic condi- 
tions; that terrestrial forms appeared later; and flying 
animals only after land animals; but it is, at the same 
time, testified by all the evidence we possess that the 
great majority, if not the whole, of the primordial 
species of each division hav long since died out and 
hav been replaced by a vast succession of new forms. 
Hundreds of thousands of animal species, as distinct 
as those which now. compose our water, land, and 
air populations, hav come into existence and died out 
again, throughout the eons of geological time which 
separate us from the lower Paleozoic epoch, when, as 
I hav pointed out, our present evidence of the exist- 
erice of such distinct populations commences. If the 
species of animals hav all been separately created, 
then it follows that hundreds of thousands of acts of 


“creativ energy hav occurred at intervals throughout 


the whole time recorded by the fossiliferous rocks; 
and, during the greater part of that time, the “ crea- 
tion" of the members of the water, land, and air pop- 
ulations must hav gone on contemporaneously. 

If we represent the water, land, and air populations 
by a, b, and e respectivly, and take vertical succession 
on the page to indicate order in time, then the fol- 
lowing schemes will roughly shadow forth the con- 
trast I hav been endeavoring to explain: 


Genesis (as interpreted Nature (as interpreted. 
by Mr. Gladstone). by natural science). 


bbb c.a b2 
EE c a? bh 
aad b at 
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‘that which it attacks. 


So far as I can see, there is only one resource left 


for those modern representativs of Sisyphus, the rec- 


oncilers of Genesis with science; and it has the ad- 
vantage of being’ founded ona perfectly legitimate 
appeal to our ignorance. It has been seen that, on 
any interpretation of the terms,“ water-population " 
and “land-population,” it must be admitted that 
invertebrate representativs of these populations ex- 
isted during the lower Paleozoic epoch. No evolu- 
tionist can hesitate to admit that other land animals 
(and possibly vertebrates among them) may hav ex-. 
isted during that time, of the history of which we 
know so little; and, further, that scorpions are ani- 
mals of such high organization that it is highly prob- 
able their existence indicates that of a long antece- 
dent land-popuiation of a similar character. 

Then, since the land-population is said not to hav 
been created until the sixth day, it necessarily fol- 


lows that the evidence of the order in which animals 


appeared must be sought in the record of those older 
Paleozoic times in which only traces of the water- 
population hav.as yet been discovered. 

Therefore, if anyone chooses to say that the 
creativ work took place in the Cambrian or Lauren- 


tian epoch in exactly that manner which Mr. Glad- 


stone does, and natural science does not, affirm, nat- ` 
ural science is not in a position to disprove the 
accuracy of the statement. Only one cannot hav 
one’s cake and eat it too, and such safety from the 
contradiction of science means the forfeiture of her 
support. 

‘Whether the account of the work of the first, sec- 
ond, and third days in Génesis would be confirmed 
by the demonstration of the truth of the nebular hy- 
pothesis; whether it is corroborated by what is 
known of the nature and probable relativ antiquity of 
the heavenly bodies; whether, if the. Hebrew word 
translated “firmament” in the Authorized Ver- 
sion really means “ expanse,” the assertion that the 
waters are partly under this “expanse” and partly 
above it would be any more confirmed by the ascer- 
tained facts of physical geography and meteorology 
than it was before; whether the creation of the 
whole vegetable world, and especially of “ grass, herb 
yielding seed after its kind, and tree bearing fruit,” 
before any kind of animal is “affirmed” by the appar- 
ently plain teaching of botanical paleontology, that 
grasses and fruit-trees originated long subsequently 
to animals—all these are questions which, if I mis- 
take not, would be answered decisivly in the negativ 
by those who are specially conversant with the sci- 
ences involved. And it must be recollected that the 
issue raised by Mr. Gladstone is not whether, by 
some effort of ingenuity, the pentateuchal story can 
be shown to be not disprovable by scientific knowl- 
edge, but whether it is supported thereby. 

There is nothing, then, in the criticisms of Dr. Réville, 
but what rather tends to confirm than to impair the old-fash- 
ioned belief that there is a revelation in the book of Genesis 
(p. 694). . : 

The form into which Mr. Gladstone has thought 
fit to throw this opinion leaves me in doubt as to its 
substance. I do not understand how a hostil criti- 
cism can, under any circumstances, tend to confirm 
If, however, Mr. Gladstone 
merely means to express his personal impression, “‘ as 
one wholly destitute of that kind of knowledge which 


-carries authority," that he has destroyed the value of 


these criticisms, I hav' neither the wish nor the right 
to disturb his faith. On the other hand, I may be 
permitted to state my own conviction that, so far as 
natural science is involved, M. Révilles observations 
retain the exact value they possessed before Mr. 
Gladstone attacked them. 

Trusting that I hav now said enough to secure the 
author of a wise and moderate disquisition upon a 
topic which seems fated to stir unwisdom and fenat- 
icigm to their depths, a fuller measure of justice than 
has hitherto been accorded to him, I retire from my 
self-appointed championship, with the hope that I 
shall not hereafter be called upon by M. Réville to 
apologize for damage done to his strong case by im- 
perfect or impulsiv advocacy. But perhaps I may be 
permitted to add a word or two, on my own account, 
in reference to the great question of the relations 
between science and religion, since it is one about 
which I hav thought a good deal ever since I hav 
been able to think at all, and about which I hav ven- 
tured to express my views publicly more than once 
in the course of the last thirty years. 

The antagonism between science and religion, 
about which we hear so much, appears to me to be 
purely factitious, fabricated on the one hand by 
short-sighted religious people, who confound a cer- 
tain branch of science, theology, with religion ; and 
on the other by equally short-sighted scientific people 
who forget that science takes for its province only 
that which is susceptible of clear intellectual compre- 
hension, and that outside the boundaries of that prov- 
ince they must be content with imagination, with 
hope, and with ignorance. 

It seems to me that the moral and intellectual life 
of the civilized nations of Europe is the product of 
that interaction, sometimes in the way of antago- 
nism, sometimes in that of profitable interchange of 
the Semitic and Aryan races, which commenced with 


S 
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the dawn of history, when Greek and Phomician | 


came in contact, and has been continued by Cartha- 
ginian and Roman, by Jew and gentile, down to the 
present day. Our art (except, perhaps, music) and 
our science are the contributions of the Aryan; but 
the essence of our religion is derived from the 
Semite. In the eighth century s.c. in the heart of 
a world of idolatrous polytheists, the Hebrew proph- 
ets put forth a conception of religion which appears 
to me to be.as wonderful an inspiration of genius as 
the art of Pheidias or the science of Aristotle. 

* And what doth the Lord require of thee, but to 
do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with thy God?” 

If any so-called religion takes away from this great 


saying of Micah, I think it wantonly mutilates, while 


if it adds thereto, I think it obscures, the perfect 
ideal of religion. ‘ 

But what extent of knowledge, what acuteness of 
scientific criticism, can touch this, if anyone possessed 
of knowledge or acuteness could be absurd enough 
to make the attempt? Will the progress of research 
prove that justice is worthless and mercy hateful? 
Will it ever soften the bitter contrast between our 
actions and our aspirations, or show us the bounds of 
the universe, and bid us say, ^ Go to, now we com- 
prehend the infinit ?" 

A faculty of wrath lay in those ancient Israelites, 
and surely the prophet's staff would hav made swift 
acquaintance with the head of the scholar who had 
asked Micah whether, peradventure, the Lord further 
. required of him an implicit belief in the accuracy of 
the cosmogony of Genesis! 

What we are usually pleased to call religion now- 
adays is, for the most part, Hellenized Judaism; and 
not unfrequently the Hellenic element carries with it 


a mighty remnant of old-world paganism and a great | 


infusion of the worst and weakest products of Greek 
scientific speculation; while fragments of Persian and 
Babylonian, or rather Accadian, mythology burden 
the Judaic contribution to the common stock. 

The antagonism of science is not to religion, but 
to the heathen survivals and the bad. philosophy un- 
der which religion herself is often well-nigh crushed. 
And, for my part, I trust that this antagonism will 
never cease, but that to the end of time true science 
will continue to fulfil one of her most beneficent 
functions, that of relieving men from the burden of 
false science which is imposed upon them in the name 
of religion. 

This is the work that M. Réville and men such as 
he are doing for us; this is the work which his op- 
ponents’ are endeavoring, consciously or uncon- 
sciously, to hinder. T. H. Hoxzey. 


—— e -9— — ———— 

-~ Mr. Reynolds's Benefit. 

‘Between one hundred and fifty and two hundred 
people were in the hall of German Masonic Temple 
last Sunday evening at eight o'clock. They had come 
to see Mr. Reynolds's illuminated paintings and to 
giv the lecturer a benefit. It was a good-natured 
audience, ready and anxious to be pleased, and ap- 
preciatiy to a high degree. When the gas was turned 

ts off and the hall 
darkened prepara- 
tory to showing 
the pictures, the 
audience cheered, 
so that the ap- 
plause began be- 
fore the exhibition 
did. The lecture 
was on London 
and Paris, but in- 
cluded some 
gece Scotland and Ire- 
toy land. Rather more 
than one hundred 
views were given 
Je with fine effect, and 
the spectators expressed their delight both by clap- 
ping their hands and by complimentary remarks. 
The author of these lines was behind the screen 
where the stereopticon was, and inserted the views 
into the machine. His only bad break was showing 
the Grand Opera House in Paris for the church of 
the Madeleine, and the church of the Madeleine for 
the Grand Opera House. Mr. Eckhart, who has 
been all over the world, including Paris, drew the 
writer's attention to his error, and various other per- 
sons remarked the inaccuracy. The audience dis- 
cussed the matter briefly, and the lecturer said that 
all, having paid their money, would be permitted to 
take their choice, which settled the question pleas- 
antly, and things thereafter proceeded smoothly. It 
is unnecessary to say anything about the. pictures: 
they were something superb. : 

The lecture lasted an hour, and everybody was 
sorry when it was ended. The benefit to Mr. Rey- 
nolds amounted to above $45.00. It would not be 


doing violence to the truth to say that this made| 


him happy and that his gratitude to the New York 
friends is very sincere. On Monday he went to Vine- 
land, N. J., and from thence he goes wherever there 
may be a call Success should go with him, and it 
will if it likes to travel in good company. 


of. 


"The Liberal Club and Paine Celebration. 


THOMAS PAINE. : 

“ With his name left out, the history of Liberty cannot be 
written.” ` : : 

. The Signal Office prediction held out a hope of 
fair weather on the evening of Friday, the 29th, but 
instead of that it rained. Nevertheless, all the peo- 
ple that German Masonic Temple was capable of 
holding came together that night to telebrate the 
one hundred and forty-ninth anniversary of the birth 
of Thomas Paine; and a gratifying fact is that half 
or more of them were ladies. There was an admis- 
sion fee of twenty-five cents, and the president of the 
club had expressed the fear that this might abate the 
ardor of some and cause a small attendance. Such 
was not the case. It had no effect whatever. Many 
even regarded the fee as too small, and Mr. Eckhart 
paid a dollar and would take no chánge. 

Mr. S. P. Putnam, secretary of the Secular Union, 
was master of cermonies. His likeness will bé found 
at about this 
place. The pict- 
' ureis notas hand- 
some as the orig- 
inal, but the auto- 
graph under it is 
done a good deal 
better than Mr. 
Putnam usually 
writes it. There 
is a sadness, too, 
. about the artist's 
likeness which is 


; foreign to the 
" genial secretary, 
though it does 


not badly repre- 
sent the look of anxiety he wore on Friday night 
until enough people had arrived to insure a success- 
ful meeting and to meet the twenty dollars’ prelim- 
inary expenses which Mr. Putnam had generously 


‘paid from his own purse. 


The first event was what the secretary introduced 
as a breeze of music in the form of a duet which the 
deft fingers of Mrs. McCune and Miss Annie Lenont 
drew from the piano. George Krahmer recited an 
original poem, after which Mr. Putnam announced 
a speech from Mr. Wakeman, whom he introduced 
with appropriate words. The president of the club 
was greeted with a burst of applause which could be 
surpassed only by the bursts that followed when his 
stirring references to Paine aroused to activity the 
enthusiasm of all ` 
present. Mr. 
Wakeman always 
makes a good 
speech, and his 
audiences are al- 
ways sure that he 
wil. It is his 
ability to surprise 
them with some- 
thing a great deal 
better than they ÆJ 
are looking ‘for YN 
that givs him his ` 
crowning excel- 
lence. This was 
one of the occa- i 
sions when he more than fulfilled the anticipations of 
even those who were confident of his making a great 
speech. Mr. Wakeman’s picture is given above and 
his address is given below. He said: 

Mr. PRESIDENT, LADIES, AND GENTLEMEN: Yes, it is too 
true: Republics are ungrateful. This is their misfortune— 
inevitable under the law of evolution. The greatest benefac- 
tors of our race are its prophets and reformers. Such they 
could never be except as iconoclasts, breaking the ancient 


idols of ignorance, prejudice, and.vested rights. No wonder 
that the stones they cast at the old idols are often returned 
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upon themselvs! "But fortunately by the same law the duty, - a 


or rather let us say the privilege, falls upon time and poster- 
ity to repair the ingratitude; not only to do justice to our 
saviors maligned or slain, but to accomplish the far weightier: 
task of taking up and continuing their purposes of benefl. , 
cence till they are finally realized. l 


From this platform such justice year by year we hay 
sought to render, .on his birthday, to the memory of the 
hero-author of the great political and social revolutions of.. 
the last century, Thomas Paine. Here we hav in days past . 
repeated the eventful story of his life, stranger and more in.’ 
teresting than fiction. Here year by year we hav brushed 
away the falsehoods of slander, or the trivial defects which 
obscured his glorious career, until his form has begun to 
stand forth again in the true perspectiv of time as the real 


.| author of American liberty and independence, without-whose 


pen Washington would hav drawn the sword in vain. This’ . 
&ct of justice is due from every American to the man to 
whom perhaps more than to any other one man our greát re- 
public owes its existence. . 

This is simple justice, but it is not all that even gratitude 
requires. Under.the law of evolution the more important 
duty remains of comprehending his designs and of continu- 
ing his career, until they are realized. Are we not standing 
faithless and idle while the great purpose, the mighty mis- 
Sion, of Paine and his compeers remains unfulfilled? ' Shall 
the blood, the terror, the sacrifices of the age of the great . 
revolutions be lost by-the apathy of those unwilling to appre- 
ciate or unable to realize its mighty plan ? 

The best answer to this question, the best lesson for this 
hour, is to recall in heart and mind the sublime political and 
social dreams which Thomas Paine cherished as the hope of 
mankind, and to which he devoted his life. His dreams we 
may well call them—not that he entertained them alone or . 
originated them all, but because he represented and embod. 
ied them most consistently, devotedly, and thoroughly in 
America and Europe, and but for the selfishness, stupidity, - 
and hatred of the English aristocracy he would hav realized 
them in his day and generation. He was in inspiration and 
in deed the knight-errant of liberty, the stormy petrel of rev- 
olution, who roused the peoples of America, England, and 
France as never before. The last quarter of the last century 
was his seed-field, and from his sowings the first crop has but 
partially ripened in America. From 1770 to 1800 was the 
age of activ revolution, but it was yet more. It was the age 
of great dreams, ideals, hopes, purposes, and plans. The 
great philosophers and statesmen of that day saw full well 
that a new era—The Age of Reason and of the People—had 
begun, and that time had called upon them to act not self- 
ishly for the present only, but as the architects of the true 
Temple of Humanity, the political and social future of the 
civilized world. They were men of wonderful foresight, en- 
ergy, and ability, but they could do no more than to sketch 
the outline and lay the foundations of the mighty structure, 
and leave the plans for future generations to continue. We 
are neglectful of the highest duties as citizens of America and 
the world if we neglect to carefully trace and study the grow- 
ing plan laid out by the fathers of ournew era—neglectfal, if 
we fail to see where death or the brute force of tyrants tore 
their hands from their work—recreant, if we fail to gather the 
recourses of our greater opportunities toward the completion 
of-their mighty design. i 

Be not misled by those who may say that social evolution 
is a growth, and that it will accomplish all needful beneficent 
results, without regard to individual effort-or conscious coöp- ' 
eration, over political or social designs, past, present, or 
future. The soul and mainspring of human growth and 
evolution is the human will. Only by human prevision and 
coöperativ effort can evolution hereafter be a providence 
working for highest welfare, the good of all. It is wicked 
and childish in this age of the world, in which humanity has: 
reached its majority, to trust only to blind, brute evolution, 
the law of natural selection, or the law of the natural survival 
of the fittest, which means only the fightiest. The human 
will, the moral power, the power of agreement, is the grandest 
factor in evolution, and under that moral, beneficent, guid. 
ing intelligence, it can only peacefully and beneficently work 
out the destiny mankind. : 

So thought and taught those who were the great American 
inspirers and monitors of the people in our Revolution— 
Thomas Paine, Benjamin Franklin, and Thomas Jefferson. 
What, then, were their dreams, ideals, and plans? Were 
they such as did or could die with them, or were they funda- 
mental, ever-enduring; the common foundation of human 
peace, progress, and welfare ? . | 

Thomas Paine was the representativ man. He of all men 
dreamed the prophetic dreams of his age most clearly and 
fully. What were they? For his first dream, open to the 
first paragraph of his ** Common Sense.” It is the Dream of 
Liberty—that society, as the word implies (from Latin, 
socius, & companion) should be and must be made a com- ` 
panionship, instead of a tyranny, a compulsion, a govern- 
ment, over man. The consent of'the governed is the pre. 
requisit of government. How beautifully he elaborates this 
fundamental postulate of the new era! Not even hav our 
Anarchists and Nihilists seen more clearly than he that co- 
operation, voluntary and free, should take the place of gov- 
ernment by compulsion; that taxation should rest upon the 
needs and consent of the people, and that a true republican 
democracy must in the end be the only stable, economical, 
and needful form of administration of public affairs, leaving ' 
the individual as free as possible in the enjoyment of all of 
his rights, privileges, and duties. Government by authority 
of the great, or of the past, or by the grace of God, must end. 
Government of, for, and by the people must take its place. 

Here was born the tricolor motto: Liberty, Fraternity, | 
Equality, which circles the world, and which by the degree of 
its realization measures the progress of the people. Under 
this ideal dream he foretold and labored for the destruction 
of every form, of tyranny, force, compulsion, and slavery 
over the bodies, souls, lives, and minds of his fellow-men. 
He struck, therefore, at once and with all his might and won- 


‘derful skill, at the great citadel of human tyranny, the Mon- 


archy and Aristocracy of Great Britain. They were, as he 
saw clearly, the great enemy. Could they be overthrown, 


'{ this ideal Dream of Liberty might be eventually realized. 


They held then, as now, the center of the great inertia of the 
past against which the surging waves of the new era of 
thought and human aspiration hav beat for a hundred years 
but not wholly in vain. 

But how was this dream of Liberty to be initiated and up- 
held? By founding, out of the thirteen scattered, half-rebel- 
lious colonies of America a, glorious republic, which should 
hav a federativ and a national character. 

This was the Second and the grand Political Dream of 
Thomas Paine. Read the conclusion of '‘Common Sense 
and the first and fifteenth numbers of the '* Crisis," and (re- 
membering the date)'see how grandly and constructivly the 
Spirit of Liberty was to be embodied in the wonderful polit. 


os 


^ THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


America, free and independent." 
builder of iron bridges, was he more clear, practical, and 
, constructiv than in his political efforts to realize this repub- 
- liean dream as the body of liberty. ` 
` In 1775 the American people were prostrate before the 
‘British throne, humbly praying for more favorable terms of 
. conciliation. In afew short months 100,000 copies of ** Com- 
. mon Sense " had raised them to their feet as free and inde- 
pendent citizens of a hoped-for republic of independent, free, 
. United States, which by their own brave hearts and arms, 
..and such aid as they could get from France, they determined 
. to make a reality. He first clearly projected the independ- 
ence and the fedeftion of the United States, and called them 
. into being asa nation. If he did not write, he dictated the 
' very phrases of the immortal Declaration. He inspired the 
people to demand it and to stand by it. It is unintelligible 
until ** Common Sense " is read before it, and so is the Con- 
stitution of the United States until the ** Crisis,” ‘and espe- 
cially the fifteenth number, is read between it and the great 
‘Declaration. He who does not read these epoch-making 
; . documents together will never understand either, nor the 
T spirit of the American Revolution, and without understand- 
` ing that, he will miss the true line of the political and social 
5. . evolution of the world. For Paine and his Republican corm- 
» ` peers founded the '* Free and Independent States of Amer- 


ica” as the cornerstone of the greater confederation of the: 


world. Notice as you read his works how perfectly cosmo- 
politan they are. He speaks always as a citizen of the world, 
beseeching Americans to make their land a home for liberty, 
- which had been cruelly banished by tyrants from the old world. 
NS But from this her home he always promised that she should 
2 return again to Europe to expel the tyrants and disenthrall 
mankind. D 
This western home he taught, by ‘‘a happy invention” taking 
the advantage of the happy accident of the independence and 
.Severance of the colonies? should be made by joining them 
into a federal republic. Thus could be secured for general 
PE and national purposes of protection and administration the 
>- | strength and utility of the mightiest empiré, and not limit at 
all, or but little, the freedom of the separate states, the town 
meeting, the fireside, or.the individual. Each individual 
could thus hav his power and sovereignty combined for his 
; general‘and special welfare in the most practical forms. Thus 
soo; the federal republic, composed of republican democracies, 
could be at once a nation and yet the home of liberty, util- 
ity, strength. He had hoped that our federal government 
would hav been simpler than it is—with one house of Con- 


gress who should choose the Executiv. But the great organ- 


<. 77 izing’ chiefs, Washington, Hamilton, and Madison, thought 
a stronger government was necessary, and so they gave us & 
Senate, an independent president, and a college of electors. 
These are all impediments to the will of the people. In 
time, will not the simpler republic of Thomas Paine and 
Thomas Jefferson prevail as stronger and better? But such 
as it was he gave to it his heart’s adoration. He was over- 
joyed and could scarcely believe it when he saw his dream 

. realized. Not only was America “independent and free," 
but if so much had come true, why not the rest of his dréam 
—the federal republic of the civilized world? Instead of 
* Rule Britannia," he wrote his new song in this strain : 


4 Hail! great Republic of the world, 
Which reared her empire in the West ! 


° D . 


May ages as they rise proclaim 
The glories of thy natal day, 
And states from thy exalted name 
Learn to rule and to obey. 
. Be thou forever great and free, 
The land of love and liberty.” 


so 7 .Q Now we must turn to the still greater chapter in his career, 
] his Third Great Dream, the Federal Republic of the civilized 
nations, and the consequent emancipation of the peoples, and 
the disarmament and peace of the world. Open the fifth 
chapter of his ‘‘ Rights of Man," and you will see his plan 
disclosed.thus: Could the alliance then existing between 
‘America and France.be extended to republicanized England 
and Holland, his plan would be as good as accomplished. 
These nations.could disarm except a navy of police. The 
other nations would from their interest soon be obliged to 
* join this confederation, and the peace, progress, and liberty 
of the world would be advanced five hundred years in a life- 

time! g 


Was this dream wild and chimerical? Not more so than- 


the dream of American liberty and independence when he 
wrote ‘‘Common Sense.” The times were ripe for mighty 
changes. America was ready. . France was in alliance with 
` her, and ablaze with revolution. Holland must follow her 
AA example. The plain people of England were in sullen revolt. 
Such facts were his call to a higher stage of action. His 
Dream of Political Liberty.and Federation must be realized 
for the World as it had been in America. 
. Therefore, he left others to frame the Constitution in 
E America, and returned to his nativ England, ostensibly to 
De place an iron bridge over the Weir, but really to construct a 
federation of republics which should be the grand security 
for the liberties, rights, and peace of mankind forever. : 
His reply to Edmund Burke—the first and second parts 
of his ‘‘Rights of Man"— was to do for England what his 
“Common Sense” and “The Crisis" had done for us. 
Burke aroused the aristocracy and ''quality" of England 
&gainst the French Bévolution: Paine aroused the common 
people in favor of liberty. .I hav come to bring you liberty 
and your rights, he said. Listen to me! 
a phenomenal success and a circulation quite similar to his 
earlier works in the colonies. But the people were not ready. 
They had no arms nor chance to meet or organize, or to act 
politically. Church and king sat combined’ like an incubus 
upon the popular will. Prosecutions against the publishers 
and readers of Paine’s works followed many and fast, but 
still the good work went on for awhile hopefully. Mean- 
. while Paine was called to France, by the voice of the nation, 
| to aid in establishing the Revolution and consequent consti- 
tution which was a material part of his great plan. The im- 
portant part which he played in those grand events in France 
came to be nearly lost to history. But by the diligence of 
Hon. E. B. Wasliburn, our minister to France in 1880, the 
main facts and documents hav been recovered, and were 
printed in Serbner's Monthly of that year. They are greatly 
to Paine's credit, and show conclusivly that the Revolution 
and consequently his great plan of international confedera- 
tion failed because his advice was not taken. The cause of 
European liberty was lost, he wrote to: Danton, because of 
the foolish execution of the king, and the insane rage of 
Marat and the Jacobins. Danton and he who had, as mem- 
bers of the same committee in the National Assembly, framed 
the glorious constitution of the year 1792, were soon in 
prison. The European Dream of Paine closed with Danton 


ical fact first by him described as * The United States of 
Never, not even as the 


His pamphlets had ` 


under the guillotin; and Paine, escaping the sáme death by 
the special providence of having his prison door open when 
the chalk-mark of the condemned was placed upon it, was 
left by the negligence of Washington to nearly a year's im- 
prisonment, and a prison fever from which he barely escaped 
with his life. : f S 

He was finally returned to. his place as member of the 
National Assembly, but. the tide which, wisely taken at its 
flood, might easily hav. floated into existence the Republic of 
the United States of Europe, had receded mot to rise again 
for a century. ` i e . ` 

We all. know how the new era was strangled by reaction. 
We hav had since a hundred years of-what, in Darwinian 
phrase, may be called a period of arrested political develop- 
ment. In France the Corsican bandit, Napoleon, sacrificed the 
Revolution to his selfishness. Then came the Bourbons, then 
the Orleanists. In England the very effort to put down the 
Corsican caused military efforts that equally suppressed the 
dream of liberty." In America the Federalists came to the 
front in politics and in society, and they were soon succeeded 
by the slaveholders’ aristocracy in the name of Democracy. 

But Liberty has had her sleep of a hundred years, startled 
only by the shock of 1848. It has been the reign of the brute 
forces which overwhelmed Paine and the revolutions of the 
last quarter of the last century. But the signs portend that 
the last quarter of the present century will be also a period of 
rapid evolution or otherwise of revolution. Look at France. 
There at last a republic is on its feet, looking toward greater 
liberty. In our republic, designed .by Paine as the prelude 
to the Republic of Man, mark, that slavery, which Paine, as 
the forerunner of the'Abolitionists, was the first to oppose, 
declaring as he did that man never could hold property in 
man—slavery, with its aristocracy that rendered all of his 
dreams impossible in America, has disappeared, though at a 
ene and necdless cost of blood, toil, and treasure. Not 
only hav the Federalists gone, but their ‘‘ Republican ” imi- 


‘tators cannot longer withstand a revival of democracy and 


reforms which are rendering the government more popular 
and administrativ. But chiefly the Federal plan of union of 
independent states has been vindicated and extended. This 
policy was first proposed by Paine in his ‘‘ Public Good” 
(1780). He proposed to make the territories of the states 
general domain, encouraging its settlement and admission 
into the union as separate states. This was done, and thus 
North America has grown to be a mighty empire of repub- 
lics large enough to be in fact'and influence the model and 
the corner-stone of the federated world. 

But has England made no progress? Her queen is but a. 
figurehead or symbol. The House of Lords exists by toler- 
ance of the Commons elected by a suffrage gradually becom- 
ing universal. Her colonies hav grown so large that they 
are separated dominions, and tend to subvert or to transform 
the empire itself into a federation. At this crisis Ireland de- 
mands home rule, which seems to be impossible except upon 
the federal plan. She must manage her affairs as the states 
of our union do theirs. But how is this possible without 
some general alliance with England and Europe for protec- 
tion, administration, and commerce? And to crown it all, 
Charles Bradlaugh, the republican, of all English statesmen 
the inheritor of the policy of Thomas Paine, has finally taken 
his seat in the British Parliament. His first act has been 
what? To introduce a bill to break up the parks of the aris- 
to¢racy,-and to open all unoccupied and unused lands to use 
by the people. Thus the time is coming when a man in Eng- 
land shall be of more worth than a deer! 

[Touching Paine's politico-economical views, the speaker 
here showed that Paine had foreshadowed much that is at 

resent taught by the foremost social reformers, including 

r. Henry George. For lack of space this portion of the 
address is regretfully omitted. Mr. Wakeman then pro- 
ceeded:] | : 

And again, he drifts toward the emancipation and eleva- 
tion of women. But time will not permit the substance of 
his works in one address. "They hav been neglected long 
enough. Let them be opened anew, that his plans may be as 
seed for the future. 

But to do that, notice that he, of all men, has preéminently 
the rarest of gifts— practical common sense—which arises 
from the fact that he sprung from, ever represented, and 
spoke for the common or “plain people," as Abraham Lin- 


coln called them. The younger Pitt was called the G1eat 


Commoner of England,.but in a higher and truer sense 
Thomas Paine was the Great Commoner of the world. The 
common people of America, England, and France (where his 
great works were translated) understood him at once, and 
they love him to-day. No name mentioned at their meetings 
is surer tban his to be greeted with applause. They know 
that he told them the truth and what was really for their and 
for their children’s good. Allof his great plans are expressed 
in homely style, and ciphered out so as to be plain and prac- 
tical to the average mind, and of his sincerity, there could be 
no doubt, but that, as he said, he never wrote Put he dipped 
his pen into his heart. SM 

Thus his career is representativ. It was the nucleus where 
centered the great ideas and impulses of his age, and whence 
by continuous evolution they are living and working on to 
realize his dream of the new order, the new political and so- 
cial life of man. For he dreamed the dream of the regener- 
ated world, which was his country. 

This brings us to the last of the dreams we can touch, his: 
Dream of Emancipated Religion. When you look at it from 
the elevation of our time, it seems as though nothing but 
multitudinous nonsense had ever been written or said about 
Thomas Paine's religion or want of religion. He saw and 
felt that all of his great dreams could not be realized until 
the common people could be relieved of the superstitions of 
Bible theology and the exactions and fear of the priesthood. 

Hetook that theology upon its own pretenses and teachings, 
and exposed it by such masterly common sense that his bat- 
tering-ram would swing freely through most of the churches 
to-day. For they cannot but admit that in substance the 
learning and research which he had not hav since proved that 
his main claims as to the Bible and church theology are true. 
For who now claims that the Bible was infallibly inspired ? 
Who now says that the law of evolution shall not be applied 
toit? But the real religion of Thomas Paine was not in his 
so-called anti-theological works, as most seem to suppose. 
There is just where it was not. His real religion was that of 
Science, Goodness, and Humanity. He wrote about and 
against theology chiefly to get his real Religion of Humanity 
before & people freed from the old superstitions. It is note- 
worthy that this very name, ‘‘the Religion of Humanity,” 
occurs in his seventh ‘‘ Crisis" in the highest sense. We 

enerally suppose that this phrase came to. us from the great 
Positiv philosopher of France, pe cu Comte, who died in 
1857. But Paine directly charges that the Indian savage way 
in which Britain was carrying on the war was a violation of 
the “ religion of Humanity,” as if that were the highest obli- 
gation conceivable, Will some one tell me where the phrase 
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had been previously used in the English language? But 
Paine did not simply use the phrase once. His career was a 
singular illustration of its substance and spirit. In his letter 
to.the Abbé Sieyes (1791), as in many other places, his motiv 
of life and action is declared to be his ‘‘attachment to hu- 
manity,” and the “anxiety which I feel within myself for the 
dignity-and honor of the human race.” ] 

Such was the mainspring of his conduct among the three 
great nations he sought to bless. His, letters to Dundas, 
Onslow, and Danton are full of this spirit, and of indignation 


.at the folly and brutality which violated it. Never did a 


more disinterested man liv. He gave his salary to our sol- 
diers, made nothing from his works, and only in his old age, 
when fever and toil had made him an invalid to be cared for 
and pitied, as he was not, did he seek a place to lay his head 
or grow chary of his means of livelihood. Strange that the 
professed followers of the fabled reformer in Judea, eighteez 
hundred years ago, should revile Paine and notsee that he, and 
not they, can most safely appeal to the example of him who 
lived and died for the world; who went about doing good. 
who suffered persecution and revilings from those he labored 
to bless and save, and finally died in ignominy from their 
neglect and ingratitude. But the time has come, not only 
for justice and appreciation, but for completion of his career 
of beneficence. ‘The world needs a revival of the spirit of '76, 
the spirit of federal republicanism. Our reformers need to be 
enlightened as if by the camp-fires by which Paine wrote the 
“Crisis” at Valley Forge. They need not learning, not - 
ability, but the enthusiasm of the Religion of Humanity by 
which he was inspired. By that our republic was reared, 
and by that it must be purified, saved, and perfected. 

By that, too, the still greater dream of the peace and wel- 
fare of the world must be secured in the Federal Republic of 
That is the true Temple of Humanity, and the true 
Positiv Polity of the Future must be in completing its organ- 
ization. That is the ideal to which every emancipated soul 
looks forward with all the ardor with which the worshipers 
of old gazed toward the East. Even now we can see that the 
pillars of that grandest structure of Man are being prepared 
and are slowly rising in every part of the civilized world. 
Soon the connecting federal arch, grand as the sky, will be 
thrown over all, spanning all as one sublime and peaceful 
home of Man! 1 

` Sure as Law, and Hope, and Effort, this great Temple shall 
rise some day by the River of Time! Then, when all na- 
tions, and races, and tongues shall surge through its gates 
and listen to its anthems of joy and peace, each generation 
will ask, to whom do we chiefly owe this mighty temple, and 
our liberty, peace, and prosperity, so different from the 
times of old? "Then the true historian will raise his finger 
slowly up the line of glorious benefactors engraven on its 
‘walls, till, among the very highest of all, he points to a name 
flashing ever brighter in the light of the love and gratitude of 
mankind—the name of THomas PAINE! 

. The speaker's allusion to Paine as the man who 
had made it possible for Bradlaugh to sit in the 
House of Parliament, and who dreamed of Home 
Rule for Ireland, called out demonstrations of ap- 
plause hearty and long-continued. This was very 
grateful to the orator, but what pleased him partic- 
ularly, he said, was a present of three splendid king 
apples from the Paine Farm, which were sent by the 
admirers of Paine at New Rochelle, and presented by . 
the veteran mariner Captain Loyd. 

A song by Mrs. McCune, who is indeed a fine 
singer, formed an appropriate interlude between 
oratory and elocution, as a teacher of which Mr. Put- 
nam introduced Madam Delescluze. “We are having 
all the world here to-night,” he said; ‘‘let me present 
to you France.” The madam met with a warm wel- 
come, to which both her talents and her acquirements 
entitle her, and recited the poem, "How the King 
Lost His crown." She was récalled by unanimous 
acclaim, and responded with “The Rat and the 
Mouse.” 

Mr. Fitch, a gentleman from Massachusetts, per- 
formed a flute solo so acceptably that the audience 
would be satisfied with nothing but a repetition; 
Miss Viva Longford gave “The Curfew,” and Mrs. 
McCune rendered another song. Then Professor 
Field recited “How the Parson’s Horse Won the 
Bet,” and followed it, when recalled, with a humorous 
reading about “Sunday Newspapers,” being a dis- 
cussion of that subject between a compositor and a 
preacher, in which the comp. had much the better of 
the argument. 

Dr. Lambert here arose to move a vote of thanks 
to Mr. Wakeman, the orator of the evening. Not 
only was it the best speech Mr. Wakeman had ever 
made, but it was the best the doctor ever heard, and 
he had listened to both Webster and Calhoun. The 
motion was carried with a tremendous “ Aye!” 

The entertainment concluded with a sketch from 
Dundreary by the Krahmer brothers and the Misses 
Longford. Somebody remarked that dreary very well 
described the way it was done; but then, criticism of 
anything of this.sort is always unkind, and punning 
is reprehensible anyway. 

It was eleven o’clock when the audience got ready 
to go home. Everything had passed off according 
to the program, barring the non-appearance of 
Joseph and Gustave Frankel, and 
everybody -was more than satis- 
fied. The entertainment netted 
$29.75, which goes into the 
treasury of the American Sec- 
ular Union. Thus the honor- 
ing of Paine is made a means 
toward the end to which he de- 
voted his life. 

————— 9M» ——————— 
An Unwarrantable Inference, 

Some people are very ignorant in religious matters. 
Because the pews in Professor Swing’s church hav been sold 
Texas Siftings thinks Mr. Swing must be very hard up. 
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Communications. 


.An Examination of Church History. 
BEING LETTERS. TO A CATHOLIC.—TIII. 


Frizxp D. C.: Possibly, if you were to read these 
early fathers, you would see that the further we re- 
.move from the scene of operations, and when these 
stupendous miracles depend, not on living persons, 
but on relics and sacraments, that your writers be- 


come more and more dogmatic in their claims for. 


the existence of Jesus, and less clear, if possible, in 
their reasonings. , : 

St. Hilary of Poictiers devoted himself to proving 
the existence of the Trinity, and wrote twelve books 
on the subject. He claims that this mystery “is suf- 
ficiently taught in the office of baptism,” which seems 
to me to be an open question, for how can ducking a 
man under water satisfy him as to this mathematical 
impossibility? I will admit that he might be’ in- 
duced to confess it if he understood in advance that 
he was to be kept under the water till he had ac- 
cepted it. Hilary quoted the saying in Genesis, 
“ Let us make man in our image,” in proof of there 
being more than one person speaking.. But it is 
possible for a man to prove too much, as this quota- 
tion is one of the thorns in the side of your 
church. In trying to prove the godhead of Jesus, 
he cites the testimony of the demons, and in answer 
to the objections of the Arians who quoted in proof 
of Christ's inferiority, his saying, ^ My father is 
greater than L," he givs the following piece of reason- 
ing, which certainly should immortalize him: “ This 
is rightly said, because he is the father of the son, 
who, however, cannot be declared according to his 
appearance the slave of the father. But the father is 
greater than the son, because he givs to him what he 
himself is: the son is thus not less than the father, 
because he possesses all that the father is.” | 


Properly speaking, Constantine the Great should 
be inserted hereabouts, because he was a strong sup- 
porter of your theory. This gentleman, to whom 
Christianity is more deeply indebted than to anyone 
else, not even excepting its founder, has a very. un- 
enviablereputation. Seven murders, and among them 
his own wife and son, are laid at his door. Blessed with 
celestial visions, he stamped Christianity with the 
official seal of the empire and made it the fashionable 
religion. The Council of Nicea was convened in 325 
(the year he murdered his son) by his express com- 
mand, in order to prove the existence of Jesus and 
settle the difference between “ Homoousion” and 
“ Homoiousion,” which, though it apparently consists 
only of an i, still “is almost, invisible to the nicest 
theological eye.” Being emperor, it might naturally 
be expected that he would cause the records of the 
empire to be searched, and the testimony of Josephus, 
Tacitus, and other writers, had they been in existence 
at that time, and all other documentary evidences, to 
be produced; but in his address he rested his claims 
entirely on the “Sibyl” and a passage in the “ Bucol- 
ics” of Virgil. The first, as already stated, has been 
proven spurious, and the second, if quoted to-day, 
would not convince the greenest. bucolic. Notwith- 
standing his perfect faith in the existence of Jesus; 
that his saintly mother, Helena, had discovered the 
true cross, he was not baptized till he lay on his 
death-bed. Even as to this we hav only the testi- 
mony of Eusebius, and if your chronicles be correct, 
that is false; for an inscription in the church of St. 
John Lateran, at Rome, proclaims that he was bap- 
tized by Pope Sylvester, and your infallible popes 
Adrian I., Nicholas I., Leo IX., and others, indorsed 
this statement from the Vatican. As this legend 
brought in its train the fictitious “Donation,” your 
church has been obliged to disavow it, and therefore 
it is an open question whether he was ever baptized. 
The Greek church canonized him, and celebrates 
May 21st in his honor; but your branch was more 
fortunate in its action, for, after duly considering his 
fictitious donation, by a judicious compromise it ex- 
changed holiness for greatness. 

Jerome, though born of Christian parents, was not 
baptized till he reached manhood, and was ordained 
a priest without the power.to perform the priestly 
offices. Before his time there had been no author- 
ized version of the scriptures, each translator adding 
or deducting as suited his own peculiar form of be- 
lief. There were three editions of the Septuagint, 
each differing from the other on many essential points 
and held as authentic respectivly in Palestine, Alex- 
andria, and Constantinople. Rome does not appear 
in the list. Jerome undertook the task of reconciling 
these various versions, and you are now reaping the 
benefit of hislabors. Although he wrote many works 
encouraging young women to embrace a life of 
celibacy, he traveled all over the East with a pretty 
and wealthy widow named Paula, and became so en- 
amored of her that he styled her “the mother-in-law 
of God.” He was always quarreling with some one, 
and became such a general nuisance that his co-re- 
ligionists destroyed his monastery at Bethlehem. 
Even St. Augustine felt constrained to ask him to 
keep quiet, and for the sake of peace he was allowed 


to inflict.a mother-in-law on God, and his version of 
the scriptures on your church. When Jerome came 
on the scene he was too ill-tempered to follow in the 
well-beaten track of the earlier writers, so he struck 
out boldly in favor of centaurs, satyrs, and fauns, 
who, he assures us, used to present themselvs to the 


saints and admit that they were the heathen gods. | 


Even these ex-heathen gods, if we can credit Jerome, 
were in favor of the existence of Jesus, and I respect- 
fully submit, my friend, that you were derelict in 
your duty asa good Catholic when you neglected 
quoting them among your authorities. Jerome says 
that Anthony once met a satyr in the desert who in- 
formed him that he had been deputized by his tribe 
to wait on the saint and ask his prayers to “our com- 
mon Lord and master, Jesus Christ, whom we know, 
to hav been sent for the salvation of the world." He 
also relates that a terrible dragon once laid waste a 
province. It was so large that with its breath alone 
it sucked in whole oxen and sheep with their keepers. 
St. Hilarion was called on by the few remaining in- 
habitants, and he ordered a pile of wood to be pre- 
pared and then commanded the dragon to ascend it. 
This he meekly did, and was burnt in the presence of 
all the people. I could fill twenty columns of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER with like stories, all vouched for by 
this gentlemen, whose translation of the Bible your 
council of. Trent decided to be “the only authentic 
version, and the church its only legitimate. inter- 
preter.” i f 


“For all the other great fathers we hav found 
some distinctiv title. This man is simply Augustine, 
too large a figure in the ecclesiastical world to need 
defining,” so sings your church. The great- St. 
Augustine, whose ponderous tomes fill the beholder 
with awe; whose learning is considered second only 
io that of the Creator; whose name is never to be 
mentioned except with the deepest humility and rev- 
erence, and to question whose authority was seri- 
ously considered by many theologians to be the * sin 
against the Holy Ghost," without a smile on his face, 
informs us that * as to the fable of the antipodes, that 
is, that on the cther side of the earth there are men 
who walk with their feet opposit to us; this is not 
credible.” In describing demons, he says: “ They 
are suspended in the air head downward;" and “as 
to devils, who are spirits, being burned with a mate- 
rial fire, we say that this can and will be effected 
in some wonderful and ineffable way." He claims 
that “ Christ is the only mediator.” The angels are 
powerless, and he does not even mention the Virgin. 
He disputes your present position, in fact, the very 
foundation of your religion, for he says: “God 
speaks to man not by vibrations of the air, not 
by visions, but by the truth.” For lucidity, 
compactness, and comprehensivness, let me attract 
your attention to the following: “Mam is the 
image of the trinity, because, first, he is; secondly, 
he knows that he is; thirdly, he delights in this 
knowledge.” In his essay on original sin he remarks: 
* All men were in that one man who sinned, since we 
all were that one man. For although the particular 
form in which we as individuals were to liv was not 
created and distributed to us, yet the seminal nature 
was there from which we were to be propagated, and 
this, being vitiated by sin, and bound by the chain of 
death, and justly condemned, man could not be born 
of man in any other state.” His works on the “ Im- 
mortality of the Soul” and “ Of the Quantity of the 
Soul” must be read to be appreciated. Augustine 
also testifies to miracles performed by some holy 
earth brought. from Jerusalem; that the relics of 
Stephen raised four people from death; that the rela- 
tivs of two other dead men sent their garments, which 
were rubbed on the relics, and immediately the own- 
ers were restored to life, and, after giving a long list 
of other miracles, concludes by apologizing for relat- 
ing so few instances, when so many well authenti- 
cated ones are at his command, and hopes he will be 
held blameless for this manifest dereliction of duty. 
He also assures us that when he assumed the bish- 
opric of Hippo he went out to preach the.gospel, and 
found a nation of men who had no heads, and a short 
distance southerly of them another nation who had 
only one eye, and that in their breast. He devotes 
two volumes to the miracles performed by Stephen’s 
relics. This Stephen is credited with being your first 
martyr, and the wondrous tales of the doings of his 
bones (if they be his, which is a questionable fact, as 
they were not discovered till two hundred years after 
his death, and then in a vision to a monk) hav been 
refused credence even by the credulous Spaniard ; as 
one of his proverbs says: ‘Whosoever pretends to 
hav read all the miracles of St. Stephen, he lies.” As 
Augustine did not become a Christian till he was well 
advanced in life, and he and his natural son, Adeo- 
datus, were baptized together, it might hav been bet- 
ter for your church had he remained a pagan, now that 
printing has placed his works within the reach of 
all. ‘The high encomiums passed on him hav at- 
tracted attention to his works, and the student is now 
able to determin that this great pillar was a veritable 
Munchausen. 

In his theology Chrysostom does not differ mate- 
rially from those who preceded him. He grasps at 


the unknowable and. succeeds .in still. further mysti-. 
fying everything he touches. He was most certainly 
one of the most credulous of men, and gulped down 
anything and everything that was reported to him.: 
He is filled to repletion with the recital of the many `: 
miracles performed every day by the relics of the . 
martyrs in casting out devils and raising the dead. 
He lays particular stress and attests most solemnly : 
to the wonderful doings of one Babylas in particular, ` 
Yet the Benedictine monks; notwithstanding his high. . 
position in your church, both as a saint, an inspira- ` 
tional writer, and a pillar of early Christianity, wlien : 

they published an edition of his work, felt it neces- ` 


sary to notify the reader that “it is written iñ a de- . 


clamatory style, overflowing with rhetorical figures, 
and for the most part destitute of truth." This is a 
quarrel in your own, family, my friend; I side with | 
neither—I am simply recording. 2 vn 


Theodoret, the great Theodoret, “ whose testimony 
cannot be slighted without shaking the credit of all 
human testimony,” certainly takes the palm for mar- 
velous stories. He says that when the Emperor 
Julian attempted to consult the Pythian Apollo of . 
Daphne, the oracle commanded him to remove the | 
remains. of Babylas (the gentleman Chrysostom 
vouches for) which were lying in the neighborhood, ` 
eise no communication could be given. ‘When I read 
this, I thought it strange that under the circum- 
stances Julian should not hav returned to your -` 
church, as he had studied for the priesthood—some : 
say, even entered it.» But, I suppose, as he had been, «: 
there, he knew how these miracles were manufact- 
ured. The saints in the days of Theodoret were ter- 


ribly thick-skinned, as he tells us that one Theodore, . ` : 


*having been scourged without intermission from 
the dawn of' day till its close," by order of the Arians, 
did not suffer one pang, but rather regretted the ces- 
sation of the whipping. His description of the 


attempt to rebuild the Temple was possibly written ' 53 
after he had quenched his thirst from one of Epipha- . ... 
He says that although. .; 


nius's miraculous fountains. t 
“innumerable multitudes of men” were engaged in 
the work, the excavated earth “returned during the . 
night to its former location.” And for two nights in 
succession * the figure of the savior's cross appeared . 
in the heavens and the garments of the Jews were 
covered with crosses of a blackish hue.” What aw- 
fully perverse fellows these Jews were! Theodoret 
has immortalized a monk called Simeon—who, by the 
way, is also one of your saints, and the. patron of 
athletes. Simeon, he says, lived thirty years on a . 
pillar over fifty feet high and less than four feet in ` 
circumference, where he spent his days and nights in 
prayer, continually bowing his head till he touched 
his toes. Lest the story may seem improbable, he 
assures us it was easy for Simeon to perform this 
feat, as he ate only one meal.a week, and that a very 
light one of bread and water, and consequently had . 
not mnch of what Washington Irving has since called : 
“rotundity of the belt.” One day, in company with : 


a friend, he attempted to count the number of bow- . 


ings made by Simeon, and grew tired when they had ^ 
reached 1,234. This gentleman was unfortunately 
cut. off in the flower of his youth and full odor of 


sanctity. The devil became jealous, and, assuming ..... i 


the disguise of an angel, drove up ina fiery chariot 
and invited him to enter, promising a free ride to 
heaven. As Simeon raised his foot to enter the char- ; 
iot, Satan, taking a mean advantage of his being off 


his guard, struck him on the thigh and disappeared. 


The blow produced an ulcer and death ensued. The- 
odoret also assures us that Hunneric the Arian hav- : 
ing ordered the tongues of some of your co-religion- 


ists to be cut out at the roots, the sufferers did not . a 


lose the power of speech. Possibly feeling he- had 
not done justice to the subject, he adds that “ one of 
the victims, who had been dumb from birth, was able 
to speak fluently immediately after the operation." 


The principal theological work of this gentleman : E 


* whose testimony cannot be slighted without shak- . 
ing the credit of all human testimony" is entitled, 
* Cure for Heathen Falsehoods." ` P 
But why go on any further in this line? Are you 
not satisfied by this time that there is an original 
basis for Baron Munchausen’s tales? It would be im- 
possible to enter fully into the miraculous claims of 
your early writers and keep within space limits. I 
hav quoted only the principal ones, and then simply 
skimmed the surface; and I would observe right here 
that these quotations are fair examples, and ‘hav not 
been selected in order to carry a point. They are. 
sufficient to show you the mental and moral status of ` 
your early saints, and you can determin for yourself ` 
how much credibility should be attached to men who `. 
affirm that holy oil raised the dead, cast out devils, 
cured all diseases; that monks raised -the dead, 
walked on water, turned rivers from their natural 
courses into new channels by simple word of com- 
mand, caused inundations of waters to rise to the 


roofs of churches without entering the doors, which... 


stood open, made decayed trunks instantaneously 
blossom into vigorous trees, crossed rivers on the 
backs of crocodiles, and on the warmest days cooled .. 
themselvs by sitting inside a fiery furnace—all 
vouched for by eye-witnesses, and God—your God— 


. ried on to verify the statement. Yet. you desire 
me to believe these men; to discard my reason and 
‘-. pin all my hopes to a religion which is bolstered up 
- by such lies—for they are lies.. Well I can't. If 
there is à God and he cannot manifest himself except 
owen such men as these, I must decline accepting 


` When I learn that one Gregory had so much 
| power over the devil that on one occasion, after driv- 
"ing him from a temple and being requested by the 
: pagan priest to allow him to return, the saint wrote 
. 0h a piece of paper, “Gregory to Satan: “Enter,” and 
that the devil immediately returned, I question the 
fact, but neither the imagination nor the object of 
.the writer; and when several others of your pillars 
insist that another saint could discover from the 
smell of the bodies or clothes of the men, or even of 
any object they touched, to what particular demon 
they were subjected, I tell you plainly that I feel to 
-agree with Suetonius, Tacitus, and Pliny that your 
religious progenitors were a “stupid, credulous, im- 
. pious sect—the prey of crafty impostors.” There’is 
one point on which I can agree with your early 
writers.. All urge reform among the clergy—I hav 
failed to find one exception; and if your religion con: 


a first-class Roman Catholic |, 
(TO BE CONTINUED NEXT WEEK.) - 
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The S. S. Y. — 
The Society for the Suppression of Vice held its 


twelfth annual meeting at the hall of the Young 
Men's Christian Association on Tuesday evening, the 


27th. The society has its headquarters in that place | 


: 80 as to be near its work. 
As usual, a ticket to the entertainment. was sent to 
‘Tse Truru Seeker office, and the vice-editor scooped 
itin. The same bizarre old man who took tickets at 
‘the door last year,was at his post. 
fellows gave out circulars of the work accomplished 
by the society since its inauguration. "The circular 
gave out thenumber of tons of immoral matter which 


Comstock had seized. It was something appalling to- 


those who did not know that when Comstock tackles 
a dealer he seizes his whole stock and weighs it, 
stereotype plates, printing material, and imposing 
stone. He would weigh the building if he could get 
`o it on scales. "Whether.or not the dealer is found 
guilty, or the matter shown to be obscene, the stock 
seized is not returned, but goes in to make up the 
sum total of “work”. accomplished by the society. 
At eight o’clock a number of queer looking individ- 


. uals filed through the committee room, and developed. 


onthe stage. President'Colgate opened the meeting. 
This is the crafty old gentleman who once advertised 
vaseline for “immoral” purposes, and by the aid of 
his society might hav had a monopoly of the business 
only that some officious person mentioned it ‘to the 
. . district attorney. Mr. Colgate invited all present to 
‘join the Rev. Mr. Wight, of Hoboken, in prayer. 

: , Mr. Wight took the“tloor and proceeded to enlighten 
the deity after this fashion: * O Lord, our God, we 
' adore thee as the high and lofty one that inhabits 
eternity, and because thou rulest over us. We re- 
jnice that in this world of sin and misery thou art 
-tting up thy kingdom of righteousness and salva- 

Z^ “tion against which no weapon can be formed that 
shall prosper.” Anyone who is familiar with the 
prayer style can finish this one out as well as if it 
.were printed. It ended hke this: “We confess our 
sins before thee, and to thee ascribe all that is good." 
Comstock sat just behind Mr. Wight, and did not 
look altogether pleased to hear the almighty getting 
all the praise. He therefore reported. The first 
stickful of the report was pious twaddle. The Lord 
had been his strength and shield and had delivered 
him from many trials. To him be the glory. Then 
Mr. Comstock did a little blowing on his own ac- 
count. His report showed that he had operated 
chiefly among gamblers. Mr. Comstock was not so 
reckless in his language as he has sometimes been. 
He denounced neither the police nor the district at- 
torney, and even endeavored to convey the idea that 
opposition to Comstock rule had practically ceased. 
Still he had passed providentially through great dan- 
ers. For instance, an infernal machine had been 

, left in the building, evidently designed to injure him, 
* but by the blessing of God it did not explode. The 


facts about this “infernal” machine are that it was | 


‘left in another part of the building from that occu- 
pied by Mr. Comstock; it contained less than eight 
ounces of powder, and if it had exploded, it would 
hav. injured no one a dozen feet away. Many people 
believe that Comstock sent the machine to himself, 
and that the loudest report it was capable of afford- 
ing would be heard in the secretary's:annual screed. 
. The event of the evening was Killaen Van Rensse- 
laer. He is the treasurer. The wobble to. Killy's 
jaw is something outside even the -suburbs of mere 
descriptiv writing. It might be imitated by placing 
a hot potato in the mouth and talking through a fun- 
nel. Mr. Rensselaer said that the society was 
$1,246:87 in debt, and needed $9,000 to carry on its 
work another year. The treasurer here made a little 
speech. He had to mourn the loss of the late Wil- 


sisted of this alone, everyone of us Infidels would be: 


Two young. 


the dry-goods man. 
customed to contribnte extensivly to the treasury had 
been thoughtless enough to die. What the treasurer 
wanted was some one to take the place of those men, 


not so much as ornaments to the society as contribu- 


tors to its funds. z = 

_ Bishop Huntingdon, of Central New York, being 
introduced by Mr. Colgate, said he had heard that 
this was an unpopular society, and he did not know 
but that explained the presence of so large an audi- 
ence. The bishop believed it to be the duty of 
parents to keep their children ignorant of everything 
except good. They ought not to know that there 
was evil in the world. It was the object of this so- 
ciety to cooperate with parents to preserve this 
ignorance. Mr. Huntingdon’s speech was not, inspir- 
ing, and. the Rev. Mr. Wight got tired and. went 
home before it was finished. - The speaker invited all 


‘to chip in to support Mr. Comstock, a man as pure as 


St. Anthony of old, who, as beautifully represented 
by the artists, ground his nose into the dirt rather 
than look at a nice girl em deshabiile: If Bishop 
Huntingdon had: been aware that Comstock had just 
seized as indecent the artist's illustration of his great 
prototype, St. Anthony, he would probably hav omit- 
ted this allusion. - The bishop then innocently added 
that he was willing to stand by the doings of this 
society. oe 13 

A collection followed the bishop,,and the alacrity 
with which some young men got upon the floor with 
baskets showed that this was not an altogefher un- 


looked-for exigency. ; 


Comstock read a letter from Elbridge T Gerry, 
“president,” as the reader had it, “of the Society for 
the Prevention of Children.” J. Hyati Smith, the 
preacher-politician, made a few remotis. "Smith has 
the appearance of a man afflicted with some func- 
tional derangement. “Comstock,” said Mr. Smith, 
“is an angel of purity.” 

. The Rev. Mr. Smith's speech exhausted. the re- 
sources of the meeting. The audience went home 
&nd the members stayed behind to look over such at- 
tractiv things as Mr. Comstock had been able to col- 
ect since the last anniversary. 
— eo 
True Liberalism. 


Qut of the advanced civilization of the century has 
grown the living, progressiv spirit of Liberalism, or 
its synonym—Individualism. The fact has just 
dawned upon the human race that there are rights of 
conscience as well as rights of property, and that the 


principles of liberty embrace not only the physical 


but the psychical world as well. No mind can be ab- 
solutely free when harrowed and repressed. within the 
circumscribed limits of a creed. No mind can be 
free that precludes the possibilities of mistakes, and 
infallibility is only another name for patent ignorance. 
When a man raises his conceptions to the universe in 
its immensity, and then considers its constituent ele- 


ments in minutiz as atoms of the whole, he has at- 


tained the ultimatum of logical acumen, and the 
proper exercise of his mental faculties affords him the 
best criterion of opinion. When a man subscribes 
his name to certain articles of faith, asserts their in- 
fallibility, and perverts his reasoning faculties by re- 
pressing natural doubts that operate as the advance 
guard of the marshaled forces of intellectual develop- 
ment, he is a mental pigmy, a moral plebeian in the 
domain of thought. He has proclaimed himself below 
par in the circulating medium of civilization, and is 
not the proper person to mold and fashion the opin- 
ions of others. The word “creed” presupposes a 
mental contour beyond which the subscriber cannot 
reach—a mental horizon from which has set forever 
the sun of progressiv thought: Noman can be grand 
and great unless he has-enlarged his conceptions and 
moral and intellectual attainments to a realization of 
the human race in its aggregate as well as its individ- 
ual constituency. He must consider the geograph- 
ical situation of the different races, the climatic influ- 
ences to which they are subjected, their habits of 
thinking and of living, and derive therefrom by the 
method of induction the fact that environment molds 
the opinions of nations as well as of individuals, and 
that all ideas that are the result of local influences 
must from their nature be narrow and local in their 
application. . ; 

Most theological questions are local in their nature. 
The inhabitants of the Polar regions regard hell as 
cold and icy, and now we are becoming of the same 
opinion. Blasphemy is a geographical question, and 
religion a birthright. We hav Christians that are 
‘such because born in America, and educated under 
Christian influences. They come by their religion as 
naturally as though it were a hereditary disease or 
physical deformity. Had they been born in Arabia 
they would hav been Mohammedans, in ‘Chima or 
India, Confucianists or Buddhists. They might hav 
been Brahmans had not the simple accident of birth 
made it otherwise. With these facts in view is it not 
better to enlarge our minds to the contemplation of 
all before we subscribe to any articles of belief? 
There are thousand of people who pretend to be Lib- 
ergis who present the deplorable aspect of bigots as 


liam E. Dodge, the block-tin man, and H. B. Claflin, | narrow and contemptible as a theological mummy. ` 
These and others who were ac- | They hav mistaken their calling, and are hugging a 


delusiv phantom. The true Liberal is broad, not 
narrow ; generous, not selfish. He must, of necessity, 
be a man of brain, a student, and, a thinker. He 
must keep forever in his view the guiding star of rea- 
son. He must be conservativ, not aggressiv, and, 
above all, he must be constructiv as well as destruc- 
tiv. He must be a strict adherent to principle, 
careful and preservativ of his own rights, and con- 
siderate of the rights of others. He must guard 
carefully the sacred right of opinion, and forever hold 
himself open to adverse opinions, and present him-- 
self a martyr at the altar of conviction. True Lib- 
eralism is a recognition of the liberties of man, physi- 
cal and intellectual. It is a recognition of the 
equality of the human race, and the common frater- 
nity of man.. The true Liberal is a man in the grand- 
est, broadest, and best sense of the word. 

as eM G.. F. RINEHART. 

ro — ——— 
Annihilation. . l 

To me annihilation is unthinkable, and therefore cannot be 
true. —Lu. . l . ‘ 

Annihilation, as well as chance, is often brought. up 
as an argument against the idea of there being no 
God and no future. Now; we, as Materialists, no 
more believe in annihilation than.we do in chance. 


All is governed by law, and there is consequently no 


room for chance. All matter, with its powers and 
potencies, is eternal and there is no room for anni- 
hilation.. We use the words “chance” and “ annihi- 
lation" in a restricted form. We do not giv them 
their full and complete meaning. -~  . 

: If we throw a handful of pebbles at a small target 
set up in the distance, it is a chance if a single pebble 
hits it. Yet every pebble goes to its destination ac- 
cording to laws. If one hits the limb of a tree and 
is diverted from its course, it is done according to 
laws of cause and effect.. 

We burn up a handful of letters. To all intents 
and purposes we annihilate them as letters, but noth- 
ing is really destroyed. The ink and paper are only 
changed into something else. 

Just 80 when we die. We are not annihilated; we 
are only changed into lifeless clay. Though this clay 
has life in every particle of it; yet as an identity we 
are dead and gone forever and forever. 

Our minds, being born of our senses, from impres- 
sions conveyed to, the brain by the nerves, become 
lifeless also when the nerves cease to make impres- 
‘sions upon them. So what is there to liv after death 
and still be us?. What was there that lived before. 
our birth and was still us? 

A minute speck or cell of protoplasm, that must be 
greatly magnified before we can see it, unites with 
another speck of the same material and this com- 
pound all develops into an individual human being. 
What was there in those two microscopic specks that 
had ever existed before asus?  Nothingatall They 
were only the beginnings of life. Why, then, should 
we expect to be perpetuated after death? . 

All things hav but one life or identity. The mill- 
ions and billions and trillions of human beings who 
lived. before us are gone to their long last sleep. 
The millions-now living will also soon sleep; and thus 
countless crowds yet to come will sleep in their turn. 
Why expect them to awake any more than the flea, 
bed-bug, or gnat? ‘True, they are of a higher organ- 
ism, of a grander evolution, but, after all, they are 
mere specks in the great universe of life—specks that 
come, go, and pass away forever. Because a few 
dreamers fancy facts proving that death does not end 
all; because a few events, occurrences, and, seeming” 
miracles take place which as yet science has failed to 
explain by known laws of philosophy, is no reason 
that we jump to the conclusion that the dead liv and 
their spirits are all around us. If spirits were here, 
and were able to do one hundredth part of the mirac- 
ulous things claimed by believers as being done, ten 
thousand times as much would be done as is now 
pretended to be done. Seaver claims that Thomas 
Paine would visit him and Mendum at Memorial 
Hall; I claim that D..M. Bennett would visit the 
Trura SEEKER office and the dear ones he so long 
labored with there. 

Even I should not thus hav been left to preach 
and teach Materialism all these years, when just one 
good proof would hav made me a believer. 

Snowville, Va. ErwiwA DRAKE SLENKER. 

—2*)5—$—99—— 


Tue Apostouic Faruers.—The name “apostolic 
father” is given to the immediate disciples or fellow- 
laborers. of the apostles, and, in a more restricted 
sense, to those of them who hav left writings behind 
them. There are at most only six, namely, Clement, 
Barnabas, Hermes, Ignatius, Polycarp, and Papias. 

Only the first two of these fathers are now 
claimed to hav written in the first century. But as 
to thein, few claim that Clement wrote prior to A.D. 
95, or Barnabas before 100.— Antichrist. 
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Sunday Newspapers. 

The Star of this city—a Sunday newspaper— 
had last week a clerical symposium on the subject of 
Sunday newspapers. Just why the Star should seek 
an expression of opinion from the. ministers on this 
subject, itis difficult to see. Ministers do not now 
represent public opinion, nor are they adequate meas- 
ures of public sentiment. The opinions gathered by 
the Star, however, are interesting as representing all 
shades of Christianity, and showing just what a 
stumbling-block real ey is in the way of the 
‘people. 

The Rev. Morgan Dix, Episcopalian, is decided in 
his opposition to the Sunday newspaper, principally 
because it distracts people’s thoughts from the serious 
problem of sheol. Dr. Van Dyke, Presbyterian, of 
Brooklyn, agrees substantially with Mr. Dix. Dr. 
Tiffany, of this city, likes the Sunday papers. He 
finds them healthful and instructiv. Robert Collyer, 
Unitarian, reads his paper on Sunday, and thinks the 
talk of stopping the Sunday newspapers is too much 
like the story of the old lady with the broom who 
tried to keep the Atlantic ocean away from her door. 
Howard Crosby, of course, is opposed to Sunday 
papers, but says the Monday newspaper—upon which 
the labor is performed on Sunday—is a matter be- 
tween a man and his God. Henry Ward Beecher 
reads papers on Sunday when he can get the time. 
Reverend C. C. Hall, Presbyterian, of Brooklyn, says 
Sunday newspapers should not receive the patronage 
of religious people. Theodore Cuyler, Presbyterian, 
advises the young men of his congregation to shun 
the Sunday paper as they would grog-shops. He de- 
mands that whatever impedes the progress of Chris- 
tianity shall be obliterated, and considers Sunday 


champion and ringleader of all social evils. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, FI B 


papers to m a fearful inipediment. 
Deems, who calls himself independent in theology, 
denounces. Sunday issues, principally for the reason 


that his church being in a neighborhood of poor peo- d 


ple his would-be church attendents hav to sell Sun- 
day papers for alivelihood. Presbyterian Mr. Shedd 
would not hav his people read Sunday papers, nor 
even Gibbon's History, but only the Bible and works 
of similar import. “Christian people, he says, 
“should constantly commune with the spiritual 
world, and their thoughts on the Sabbath should be 
distant from all that leads to worldly channels." 
Roswell D. Hiteheock, Presbyterian, saves his con- 
science, and the Sunday papers too; by purchasing 
and reading them on Monday morning. The Rev. 
Philip Schaff, chairman of the American Bible revis- 


ion committee, thinks that the millions of men and. 


women throughout the country are corrupted by 
reading Sunday papers. He himself, however, re- 
mains uncorrupted, for his newsboy is ordered never 
to leave a Sunday paper. on his doorstep. Mr. Hun- 
tington, Episcopalian rector, admits that if the theory 
held by some, that the church is only another name 
for the nation, were correct, the Sunday paper might 
not betan unmixed evil. As this theory, however, 
does not obtain to any great extent, Mr. Huntington 


is dubious about secular reading on Sunday. Dr. | 


Thomas Armitage, Baptist, says: “It seems to me 
that it's the Monday and not the Sunday newspaper 
that deserves the condemnation of religious people. 
The Sunday issue is prepared nearly wholly on Sat- 
urday, but the Monday paper requires labor on the 
Sabbath. Crush the Monday newspaper and you ac- 
complish more than by exterminating the Sunday 
paper. It is in the construction of the former that, 
from early dawn until the last hour of Sunday, edi- 
tors, reporters, compositors, and pressmen are en- 
gaged, and thus are deprived of the opportunity to 
visit and worship in the churches.” Mr. Armitage 
sighs for the adoption of a custom current twenty- 
five years ago in the South—no Monday papers. 
Mr. Talmage’s views are not clear on the subject—in 
other words, he does not know what his richest pew- 
holders think. Justin D. Fulton, Baptist, regards 
the Sunday paper as “one of the mightiest foes to 
the Christian religion and to the church, and no 
drapery that you can adorn it with will successfully 
hide that fact.” Rev. Edward Beecher has ofttimes 
been solicited to-write for Sunday papers, but has 
always refused. Naturally, he thinks, the papers are 
degenerating, and cannot long survive. Vicar-Gen- 
eral Quinn, Roman Catholic, does not care whether 
his people read Sunday papers or not. He seems 
reasonably certain of the strength of the grip’ his 
church has upon its members. Rev. E. B. Coe, 
Dutch Reformed church, condemns the issue of Sun- 
day papers because of the. great inroad they make 
upon religion. Rector Samuel Corke never allows 
a Sunday newspaper in his house, and hopes that 
none of his parishioners do. In this hope he is prob- 
able deluded. Rector Arthur Brooke follows suit, 
but admits that his conduct leads to embarrassments. 
“Rum, Romanism, and Rebellion” Burchard holds 
the honest opinion that Sunday newspapers are a 
nuisance, and should not be tolerated in a Christian 
community. Dr. Talbot W. Chambers, Presbyterian, 
thinks the editors of Sunday newspapers are dishonor- 
ing God. He is opposed to them. Rev. I. J. Lans- 
ing, Methodist, acknowledges the church’s inability 
to cope with the evil, but disapprovesit. Rev.Henry 
J. Van Dyke, Presbyterian, has not sufficient piety to 
stand the Sunday paper, and refuses to be led into 
temptation by taking it. Robert S. MacArthur, 
pastor of Calvary Baptist church, is sorry that sec- 
ular papers are tolerated on the Sabbath, for their 
existence is contrary to God’s law. Rector William 
F. Morgan is on the fence, but leans to the conserva- 
tiv side. He reads no paper on Sunday. Christian 
doctrins, he says, are all against such desecration. 
Rev. H. S. Carpenter would prefer no Sunday papers, 
but as he cannot help himself ne would like to see them 
all religious. Joseph Fransiola, Catholic priest, has 
no objections to reading the religious articles in the 
Sunday papers. Because no Sunday paper enters 
the house of Episcopalian Houghton, he is of the 
opinion that the circulation of Sunday papers is fall- 
ing off, and thereat he rejoices. Presbyterian Vincent 
is solidly against our Sunday papers. In the opinion 
of G. L. Taylor, Methodist, the Sunday paper is the 
The 
Rev, Mr. Chadwick, another Methodist, has four rea- 


Rev.. Charlés 


sons why he is opposed. to Sunday papers. - 
is, their publication breaks the fourth commandment. 
The other three are like unto the first, John R. 
Paxton, Presbyterian, believes in Sunday newspapers, 


also in opening the museums and libraries Sundays. ' 
He is a bright and shining exception to his brethren. | 


Out of this lot of thirty-four preachers, four are in 
favor of Sunday papers, two indifferent, one unde- 
cided, and twenty-seven opposed. The majority is 


large enough to justify the conclusion that the church _ 
But there is one thing these twenty-seven ` 


opposes. 
hav overlooked. While condemning the publication 
of Sunday papers, they hav each done their best to 
make one issue of the Sunday Star interesting read- 


ing. 
a 


A New Book. 


No controversy of recent times has excited such in- 


terest as hav the recent papers of Hon. W. E. 
Gladstone, Prof. T. H. Huxley, and Prof. Max. 
Müller in the Nineteenth Century, and Mrs. E. Lynn 
Linton in the Gentleman’s Magazine. The recent 
bitter political contest and the present struggle of 
parties in the English Parliament hav not rendered 
the public indifferent to the mightier, if less noisy, 


warfare between modern science and the Mosaic the- .'- E 


ory of creation. In “The Dawn of Creation and of 


Worship" Mr. Gladstone has said the best word for . l 
Christianity; in “The Interpreters of Genesis and: 


the Interpreters of Nature” Mr. Huxley has phrased 
the latest revealments of science. We giv this week 
Mr. Huxley's paper. Lack of space prevents the pub- 
lication in these columns of Mr. Gladstone’s. But 
we shall issue the whole controversy in book form, 
giving Mr. Gladstone's first; Professor Huxley's, 
Professor Miller’s, and Mrs. Linton’s following. in 


the order named. We shall publish them, without 


note or comment of our own, under the title of “ The 
Order of Creation: The Conflict between Genesis 
and Geology." The book will be ready about Feb- 
ruary l5th, in paper and cloth oren price 25 and 
50 cents. 


Produce the Figures. 

The Independent of last week contained this: . 

-“ We wish to excite no prejudice against THe TRUTH 
SEEKER on the ground that it boasts of being an Infidel jour- 
nal. If its arguments in favor of the Sunday opening of the 
museums are good then we would hav them carry. We will 


presume is means to be fair; but we can easily show that it 


is not. It quotes from us: 


‘Less than half the expense of equipping the museums is 
paid by the city. Thus the Museum of Natural History has 
received during its existence, omitting value of public land 
on which it stands and building, a total sum of $430,838.18. 
Of this $110,722,99, or a little more than one-quarter, has 


come from the city. The rest has come from generous pri- ` 
It costs $25,000 a year for the current expenses ` 


vate patrons. 
of this museum, and of this $10,000 has to be paid by mem- 
bers and trustees. . The city has not organized the 
museums, has not provided the objects on exhibition, and 


pays but three-fifths of the expense of keeping them open.” . 


“Tur TRUTH SEEKER thus comments: 


** A more misleading, not to say dishonest, statement could 
scarcely be made, The most protuberant evasion of the 
truth is the little parenthetical sentence, ‘Omitting value of 
the public land on which it stands and building,’ and the 
more decided insinuation that both museums cost the city 
but $80,000 per year. 

** In the first place, the buildings for the museums hav cost 
the city an enormous sum. New York is now paying interest 
on $958,000.00 worth of bonds, representing money given to the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, and the American Museum of 
Natural History.” ' 


* How easily this is answered! We did omit the cost of 
the buildings. And so we omitted, on the other side, the. 


-value of the gifts presented, which are enormous in quantity, 
amounting to hundreds of thousands of dollars, and much 


exceeding the value of objects bought by the trustees. THE 
TRUTH SEEKER continues: 

‘The other point in the Zndependents editorial is that it 
costs $25,000 dollars per year each to run the museums, of 
which the city pays only $15,000 to each.. Again is the 
statement misleading. Allowing that it costs $50,000 per 
year to maintain both institutions, we affirm that the city 
spends more than four times as much upon the museums as 
do the 'generous private patrons. The trustees and the 
* generous private patrons’ contribute about $20,000 annually 
to the support of the institutions. The same institutions 
cost the municipality of New York $84,580 annually." 


“It thus adds $54,530 annual interest on bonds issued for 
erection of museum buildings to the $30,000 paid by the city 
for running éxpenses of the museums. Very good.’ Then it 
seems the city has not paid the $958,000. but has borrowed 
it, andonly pays the interest. 'The trustees and donors of 
the museums preferred to pay down their cash, and pay no 
interest. If Tur Trurn SEEKER wil count both the money 
the city has borrowed and has not paid, and the interest it 
has paid, we will count, for the trustees, the money they hav 
paid, and the interest which they hav lost, and which would 
hav accumulated if they had, like the city, given borrowed 
money. Let ushav things even ‘on both sides. On the whole 
it will turn out that the city has given less than the trustees. 
In return for what the city has given the museums are kept 


Thess. 


E 
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open free four days out of seven. That is fair. If anything 


more is asked it is not.to be demanded as a right." 


Firstly, as the preachers say: The point now made 
by the Independent that the donations of “ generous 
private patrons" largely exceed the objects of interest 
purchased by the trustees may be true, but as no evi- 
dence is presented, we cannot admit the claim. And 
if it be true, it is of no consequence until the donors 
express themselvs against Sunday opening. s 

Secondly. It makes no difference that the. cost of 
the buildings is still a debt owed by the city. The 
stocks are dhe in 1908, and will, of course, be paid. 
The contract of the city with the museums of which 
Mr. Jesup is president was entered into in 1877. 
Averaging the issues of stocks, and dating them from 
1880, would make twenty-three years of interest to be 
paid by the city—reaching the enormous sum, at 
simple interest, of $1,253,890.00. . Adding the $958,- 
000.00 which the city must pay in 1908, will giv us 
$2,211,890.00 expended and to be spent, whether or 
no, upon the museums exclusiv of the $30,000 a 
year for running expenses. Will the Independent 
claim for the trustees that they hav spent or will spend 
so much for the museums? They can withhold their 
donations at any time; the tax-payers of the city 
cannot. The city hus practically paid the money, 
and nothing is gained by evading the question in the 
manner of the Independent. 


The Independent givs no figures of what the trus- 
tees hav given the museums. Until it does we must 
maintain that the city pays more than the’ trustees, 
and we use the Museum of Natural History and. the 
figures of its president as proof., The building cost 
the city $958,000.00. As we stated in the editorial 
which the Independent is criticising, we do not 
know precisely how this has been divided between 
the two, but as the Metroplitan Museum received 
one year $162,500.00 for enlarging the building, it is 
. presumable that the Natural History Museum has 
received that much less than the Metropolitan. Tak- 
ing the $162,500.00 from the $958.000.00 given to 
both leaves $795,500.00 divided between them—if 
the division has been fair. This would giv Mr. 
Jesup's institution $397,750.00. Add to. this the 
$110,722.99 which: he acknowledges having received 
from the city up to January 1, 1885, and the $5,000 
per year (1880—1885— $25,000.00), which the city 
pays more than do the trustees, and we hav $533,- 

.472.99 against $320,115.19 received from all other 
sources. This is the excess in cash and stocks ($213,- 
357.80) which the Museum of Natural History has 
cost the city up to date over what it has cost the 
“generous private patrons”—that is, if the division 
of the stock has been equal. The Independent can- 
not deny this. l 

Neither cennot it deny that the city is spending 

$84,530.00 annually on account of these institutions 
—$30,000 for running expenses and $54,530.00 for 
interest. As the trustees claim to spend only $20,- 
000 at the outside (and much of this is recovered 
from the sale of guide-books, donations, etc.) we do 
not see how our contemporary has at all disturbed 
our figures. The allusion to what the trustees hav 
lost in the way of interest on their cash donations is 
altogether too vague a claim,- So far we hav seen no 
figures of what the trustees hav given. Mr. Jesup 
lumps it with donations from “patrons, fellows, 
members,” and we may be excused for surmising 
that the generosity of the trustees has been much 
less than he would hav the public believe. 

What we would like to see is the donations of the 
. city and of those who believe in the opening of 
the museums on Sundays contrasted with the dona- 
tions of those who, like Mr. Jesup, do not. 


to 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Q. Ropp, reporter for the Society of Humanists, sends the 
following: At the meeting of the Society of Humanists last 
Sunday morning Mr. Hugh McGregor, in a rather short but 
beautiful address, explained how the feeling of patriotism, 
or love of country, was the connecting link between family 
love and love of humanity. He also read a portion of the 
New Year address given by Mr. F. Harrison at Newton Hall, 
London, from the Utica Morning Herald, Jan. 21, 1886, 
which was very welcome and interesting to all who were 
present. A few pages of the ‘‘ General View of Positivism ” 
"were read, and the meeting closed in the usual manner. All 
those who are interested in Positivism, and who are con- 
scious of the need of moral regeneration in this world are 
cordially invited to attend these meetings, which are held 


every Sunday at 10 a.m. at No. 97 Market street, New York | 


city. 


1 Earlville, Ill... 


J. E. Rzuenuxo left Atchison for the East on the 3d inst. | guished president, Colonel Ingersoll, and he knows that I am 


The following is his program so far as arranged : . 
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Battle Creek, Mich... 
Wayland, Mich .:.. 
Hastings, Mich... 
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Holland, N. Y... ..Mon., Tues.. 22d, 28d. 
Java Village, N. Y... 
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a firm believer in a future state and the enforcement of the 
observances against which you protest. Very respectfully, 
: “N. M. Curtis.” 


I would like, in all sincerity, to know what a ‘‘future 
state” has to do with purely political measures. The Nine 


....Thur., 18th. | that he who believes in a future state has a right to rob the 


man who does not? Doeshe mean to say that the non-believer 
in immortality has no rights that he (Mr. Curtis) is bound to 


Wed., Thur, Fri, 94th, 25th, 96th. | respect? What has faith to do with this matter? Would 


Mr. Curtis enforce by law his creed concerning future life? 


Warrensburg, N. Y......Mon., Tues., Wed., Mar. 1st, 2d, 3d. | Does he not admit my right to an honest difference of opin- 


Cohoes, Ne dT -Thur., 4th. 
Sacos Me..c [eise sites seco eoo sdovecsvecetsensscessessteees Sat., 6th. 


Portland, Me....... 
Boston, Mass............ 
Providence; Eis: Tex oerte rere tee ates M 
‘Meriden, Conn ..-Tues., Wed., Thur., 9th, 10th, 11th. 
New York ws? vs ....Fri., 12th. 4 
Baltimore, Md...........cccccsssecccecceeseseceeeeseeee ...Sun., 14th. 

In addition to the above Mr. Remsburg will speak in 
Greenwich, Mass.,; Salamanca, N. Y.; Naples, N. Y.; Kent, 
O.; Perrysburg, O.; Tontogany, O.; Carey, O.; Bradford, 
O.; Spiceland, Ind.; Burr Oak, Mich.; Paris, Ill; Chebanse, 
Ill; Cleopatra, Mo.; Maitland, Mo.; Quitman, Mo.; Robin- 
son, Kan.; Morrill, Kan.; Republic City, Kan.; Cawker City, 
Kan.; Council Grove, Kan.; Brookville, Kan.; Urbana, Kan.; 
Halstead, Kan.; Newtown, Kan. The Liberals of New 
York city will note with pleasure his engagement with the 
Liberal Club for the second Friday in March. - 
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Oliver Gardner, SE 1... reet vector tuens esses .95 
Thos. Monaghan, ** ' 5.00 
John Alberger, “ 2.15 
Chas. Stowater, ‘ 1.00 
William Mansfield ** —........... eese 1.00 

"Total, ccc: 1222 ee 33s ees te eee T $1,933.02 


Prenes Pam.—A. VanDeusen, $100.00. 


PARTIOULAR Nottor.—I would like the addresses of Mr. 
Russell and Joseph Burgess who contributed to the Cam. 
paign Fund at Cleveland Congress.—S. P. P. 
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News and Notes. 


AJl over the land the Paine festivals hav been held and a 


ion with him? Does he not believe that every man is equal: 


` -before the law, whatever his religious belief? Is not this the 
...Sun. (10:30 A.ar.), 7th. , ig i i 
pus (1:80 x "th. | fundamental principle of the Constitution of the United 
on., 8th. | States? Does Mr. Curtis oppose this principle? Would he 


put authority into the hands of those who believe with him 
to make laws against the rights of those who do not? 

If. Mr. Curtis is à genuin American, if he believes ig the 
Declaration. af Independence and the Constitution of the.. 
United States, he must admit the political equality of all, 
without reference to creed. . If this is so, why, then, should 
he base his opposition to the Nine Demands upon the fact 
that he believes in a future state? He might as well base his 
opposition upon the fact that he is fond of beefsteak and 
plum-pudding. Beefsteak and plum-pudding hav just as 
much to do with the Nine Demands as a belief in a future 
life, and one might just as logically affirm that the American 
Secular Union is organized to destroy a fondness for beef- 
steak and plum-pudding as to say that it is organized to de- 
stroy a belief in à future life. The Union has no such pur- 
pose. It has nothing to say against this belief, no arguments 
to bring. It leaves this question entirely, as it leaves a thou- 
sand other questions, to a man’s own reason and taste. If a 
man is happy in this belief, let him believe, if he can do so 
with intellectual consistency. I hav not the slightest desire 
to take away anyone's comfort in this belief. I should as 
soon think of interfering with a man’s diet as with his indi- 
vidual notions of the hereafter. The American Secular Union 
has a radically different purpose from destroying faith in im- 
mortality. -It is for liberty and justice here in this world be- 
tween man and man.’ If Mr. Curtis will read the Nine De- 
mands he will find nothing to which any just-minded citizen 
can object. The Union deals entirely with this world, and 
no other, either for or against. It bases rights of citizenship 
upon maphood and not belief. If all the Demands were 
granted, how would the '* future state? suffer? If a fact, it 
would still remain, like the law of gravitation, a fact still. 
Mr. Curtis will hav just as good a pair of wings, just as good 
a harp, just as white a raiment, in heaven if he will grant the 
Nine Demands on earth. He won't lose a whit of his glory 
in the ** future state” if he will be just to his neighbor now. 

I ask Mr. Curtis to carefully read these Demands and see if 
he can find anything that will lessen the dignity of God, if 
there is one; that will make heaven less comfortable, if there 
is one, or take one fiery spark from hell, if there is one. 


new impulse been given to Freethought by the memory of | God and the angels, and heaven and hell, so far as they are 


this hero. New York fell into line, and.held a most success- 
ful meeting. Mr. Wakeman’s address was one of the'best 
ever delivéred upon the subject, and gave.new views of the 
illustrious reformer: The receipts were $49.75; the ex- 
penses, $20; leaving 29.75 for the Campaign Fund. 

.. Mr. Reynolds's lecture-on Sunday evening quite delighted 
his audience, and we welcome this new instrumentality for 
the inculcation of Liberal ideas.. Mr. Reynolds enables us 
to travel over the world in a short space of time and under- 
stand it better than evei&before. ; 

SAMUEL FIRTH. 

Samuel Firth, a veteran Freethinker and Secularist, died 
at Trenton, N. J., on Sunday, Jan. 24th, and was buried on 
Thursday, Jan. 28th. The services were conducted by Sam- 
uel P. Putnam. A large number of friends and citizens were 
present, and attested the worth of his life. He has resided 
for the.last twenty years in Trenton, and won the confidence 
and respect of all his neighbors of. every creed, and was 
thoroughly respected throughout the city. He was born at 
Halifax, England, sixty years ago, and from the age of 
twenty-five years has been a constant worker in the Secular 
ranks. He organized several Secular and scientific Sunday 
schools while in England, and his work is still remembered, 
and its results apparent, in old England. 

His life and character are a noble testimony to the value 
of Secular philosophy. He met the suffering of his last days 
with wonderful fortitude, and death came to him as a sweet 
rest. He leaves behind a wife and five children, all of whom 
are in sympathy with his intellectual convictions. At his 
grave the following words were said : 

“ Death is inevitable. We cannot resist it; we must sub- 
mit. Death, however, is the teacher of humanity; it teaches 
us to be more kind, more humane, more friendly, more de- 
voted to the ‘welfare of each. Because we shall see the face 
of the loved one no more, hereafter the mother will be more 
dear to the children, and the children more blessed to the 
mother. f . 

“ Farewell, kind husband, and loving father! 
upright citizen and gentle neighhor! Farewell, thou seeker 
for the truth and worker for the welfare of the race! Dust 
shall return to dust, but thou shalt still be welcome in the 
affectionate remembrance of wife aud children, of friends 
and neighbors, of the world, which is better and happier 
because thou hast lived." 


POLITIOS AND A FUTURE LIFE. 
The following strikes me as being somewhat Pickwickian: 


* ASSEMBLY CHAMBER, ALBANY, Jan. 29, 1886. 

* SAMUEL P. Purnam, Esg., Dear Sir: I hav your letter of 
of the 22d inst., with form of of petition stating measures 
respecting which your friends desire legislativ action. In 
reply to your inquiry I hav to state that I am not in sym- 
pathy with the purposes or principles of your Union. I hav 
the pleasure of a personal acquaintance with your distin- 


Farewell, 


realities, will go on in undisturbed serenity while justice is 
achieved on earth. There is nothing in the Nine Demands 
that any sensible Christian will not agree toif he is a fair and 
square man. I don’t want Mr. Curtis or others to dodge the 
issue and fly off to a future state, where of course it is im- 
possible to corner anybody, for the territory of the hereafter 
is so big that one can cut up all sorts of logical maneuvers 
and find a way of escape from every blunder. I do not care 
to discuss the “future state” with Mr. Curtis. Will he 
please to come to the state of New York—that’s the state we 
are in now, and I will ask him on the ground of political jus- 
tice to make some solid this-world objection to the Nine 
Demands, something based on human rights, on the Consti- 
tution of the United States, on the Declaration of Independ- 
ence. If he will do this he will present something preémi- 
nently worthy of consideration ; but to say that he opposes 
the Demands of the Union on the ground of his belief in a 
future state is equally as wise as-to oppose them on the 
ground of his fondness for beefsteak. The things are not 
cognate. There is no relation in word or thought. As one 
can subseribe to the Demands and eat all the beefsteak he de- 
sires, so he can subscribe to the same and hav all the belief 
in immortality that he desires. The American Secular Uuion 
will not interfere with the physical or spiritua' luxury of any. 
It only insists that he shall not steal his beefsteak nor eujoy 
his spiritual food in a magnificent temple which does not pay 
its fair share of that taxation which should be equally levied 
upon all property. 

I hav no doubt that when Mr. Curtis fully understands the 
scope of the Nine Demands he will cordially assent to them, 
since they are perfectly just to every man, and will not in the 
least prevent his ardent mind from passing beyond ''the 
flaming bounds of space and time." 

* 4 BUSYBODY NOBODY," 


Ifeelexceedingly honored. The Rev. Carlos Martyn, who 
preaches:in a gorgeous edifice that never could hav been 
built excent by the unjust exemption. of property from tax- 
ation, in his sermon last Sunday calls the secretary of the 
Union “a Busybody Nobody." Wheu the priests begin to 
howl and call names, it is evident that there are ‘‘ bloody 
noses and cracked crowns” somewhere in their ranks. A 
fellow feeling makes them wondrous—ugly. Wouldn’t the 
the Rev. Carlos like to put on the thumb-screws? Alas, for 
him! they will simply remain as one of the curiosities of the 
museum, to be sometime viewed on Sunday by a far greater 
number than his own congregation. This is what troubles 
the clergymen, that the skull of a gorilla dead for a thousand 
years shall excite a greater interest than their own sermons, 
and hav a larger and more enlightened congregation, on the 
very day set apart for the priest to earn his own bread and 
butter, the amount of which depends upon the number of his 
auditors, Of course, the ministers do not like such competi- 
tion. SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 
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Letters from friends. 


Conoorpra, Kayn., Jan. 20, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: Find inclosed one dollar as a contribution to- 
ward embellishing TEE TRUTH SEEKER. J. M. Hacaman, 
Ed. Kansas Blade. 


VERSAILLES, IND., Jan. 20, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: A few days ago I subscribed for one year to 
THE TRUTH SEEKER and paid my $3, this sam being what I 
regard as high, for a paper furnished to the Liberals ought to be 
cheaper, sectarian papers being generally issued for a price 
averaging far lower than this. But now it comes to us illus- 
trated; and, by the way, the pictures are far better than any 
writing or print that could.occupy their place. They tell it 
all in a way, too, that cannot be answered or denied: I am 
real glad of this, and hope now that the subscription list will 
grow until it is large enough to justify the reduction of the 
subscription price to $2. Right here I would suggest, could 
not ux TRUTH SEEKER issue a prospectus, on a single sheet, 
about 8x10 or 8x12 inches, of proper design, offering to send 
the paper, say three months as a trial, for such sum as you 
might wish, and inclose one such prospectus with each pa- 
per to each one of your subscribers? I believe in that way, 
with slight expense, we might soon double your susbcription. 
Of two of your old subscribers from this place one has 
died, and the other has removed. The remaining one—your. 
servant—is almost discouraged. We hav here a fine hall, a 
county seat town off the railroad five miles, but not a Liberal 
lecturer is ever heard or seen here. I wish I had the address 
of some one who would come into southeastern Indiana and 
assist in waking up the dry bones of orthodoxy. There are 
many good towns in this part of the state, and I can't see 
why all our men pass us by. If we can't do better, we will 
hav to wake up ourselvs and organize home talent, and make 
or deliver our own lectures and speeches. Long liv the 
illustrated TRUTH SEEKER! Yours in truth, : 
f ADAM STOOKINGER. 


Cœur D'ALENE, Ipano TER., Jan. 11, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: I hav had the pleasure of reading your paper 
for the last six months. I will just make this remark: Your 
illustrations are immense. People who don’t, can’t, or 
won't read, must see, if they hav eyes, and the story is told 
just the same. 

When I was a child, back in the state of Maine, I was 
afraid to go into the cellar without a person with me. Now, 
in this age, a child of Idaho would go five miles in a dark 
night, through forests infested with wild beasts, to do an er- 
rand. Such publications as Taz TRUTH SEEKER hav brought 
about this change within the memory of 


4 Your servant, Taos. S. DALY. 


l Maitianp, Mo., Jan. 17, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: We hav just had a debate here between W. 
F. Jamieson and Elder Dungan, twelve sessions, two hours 
each, in which the Infidel carried off the palm. The Chris- 
tians were jubilant at first, but now they are as quiet as 
lambs, and many feel that the elder has tone home ‘‘a wiser 
and a sadder man,” while such remarks as the following hav 
been heard from some of them: ‘‘I do not like to say the 
Infidel won, but Dungan ought to hav come better prepared.” 
After Jamieson had laid down some twenty principles of 
Liberalism, and accepted all the good things of the Bible, it 
was evident to a close observer that Dungan had struck some- 
thing he was not looking for, while this position of the Infi- 
del, as the exponent of Liberal principles, was a general sur- 
prise to the Christians, they believing, as they had been 
taught, that there was nothing good in Infidels, and their 
teachings were bad, and the burden of the elder’s efforts was 
to try to sustain this prejudice in the minds of the people, 
but it was no go. Infidelity is much more respected and 
widely defused in this section than ever before, or would hav 
been by other means than the debate. The utter failure, by 
one of their best men, to successfully defend Christianity 
and the Bible against Liberalism has had a profound impres- 
sion, and dealt a blow from which superstition in this section 
will never recover. They.retaiued the elder for a week to 
try to heal up the wound by means of a revival, but the re- 
sult was of little value to them. The subjects of the debate 
was: ‘‘Infidelity is better calculated to advance mankind 
physically, morally, and intellectually, than Christianity;” 
Jamieson affirmed. 2. “The Bible is the best guide in 

morals, and agrees with science ;” Jamieson denied. i 
I like the idea of illustrating Tug TRUTH SEEKER. The 
pictures contained in the last two issues will do more to 
dffiuse the true situation among the masses than the finest 
articles by our best writers. Count my vote as one for illus- 

trations. Yours fraternally, Dr. H. B. MAXWELL. 


J VINELAND, N. J., Dec. 15, 1885. 

Mr. Eprror: Our brethren of King Solomon's Lodge, of 
Toronto, Ont. (it seems from yours of December 5th), hav 
expelled one of their members for holding Agnostic views, and 
are sustained by the Graud Master, who, in turn, says he is 
sustained by grand lodges elsewhere. 

Next W. C. Bryant, a master Mason of fourteen years’ 
standing in Ithaca Lodge, writes a faithful and truthful criti- 
cism of the proceedings, and sends to the secretary of the 
Toronto Lodge. Next the master of this lodge sends a copy 
to the master of Ithaca Lodge, and Bryant is expelled. 

Here it seems that Freemasonry and Freethought are up 
for trial, and the trial has come none too soon. . These lodges 
assume that Freemasonry belongs to Christianity. This I 
deny. Freemasonry claims its birth long before that of 
Christianity. But even if it were older, it would hav no more 
right to control Masonry than to control the United States, 
formed long after Christianity was inaugurated. 


Š Se S 
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Now, let me ask you, my dear brethren, did you ever un- 
derstand that a belief in Christianity, or in a God, or any 
‘number of gods, was necessary in order to become a Mason? 
Near sixty years ago I was made an Entered Apprentice 
Mason in Watertown, Jefferson county, N. Y., and in a few 
years raised to the Royal Arch. I never was a Christian. 
I never saw a God of any kind, and I never believed in one: 
As far as I know, the majority of Masons were not Chris- 
tians. f 
. Now, what is it best to do about it? Shall we commence a 
war for Masonry? Will it pay? Isit worth it? If we can't 
sustain it without fighting, let it go, or let the Christians hav 
it, for they are the bloodiest fighters in the world. Let us 
take an account of stock, and see if it is worth fighting for. 
What does Masonry claim? First, that it is the oldest insti- 
tution in the world (the fig-leaf apron that Adam wore was a 
token of Freemasonry). Supposing it was, would that bene- 


‘fit us now? Are old things better than new? Are not rail- 


roads andtelegraphs ahead of any and all previous institu- 
tions of the kind? ` 

Freemasonry has boasted of its great charity to all, and es- 
pecially to its own members and their families. Now, what 
are the facts? Are there no institutions being introduced 
among us as benevolent and useful as the Masonic? 

I am obliged to say that I cannot recollect of our lodge 
ever giving one dollar to Masons, their families, or any other 
persons. The great sums paid into the lodges by the breth- 
ren are said to be squandered extravagantly and often in dis- 
sipation. Of this I know nothing personally, but fear there 
is too much truth in it. JOHN GAGE. 


. ; MiwNEAPOLIS, Kax., Jan. 19, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: The talented lecturer, J. E. Remsburg, 
favored us with three more lectures on the 16th, 17th, and 
18th inst. On the last-named date we organized a Secular 


‘Society, and we are now ready to receive and distribute Sec- 


ular literature. E 

Iam in favor of a bold, vigorous, and steady advocacy of 
the Nine Demands. Liberals should unite into a harmonious 
union in behalf of these demands. Other questions may be 
discussed, but it is of paramount importance that we do not 
break off more than we-carry, for too great a burden retards 
progress. After the Nine Demands triumph, other questions 
will receive more attention than it is wise to giv them now, 
in connection with the demands decided upon. It is impor- 
tant that we use wise discretion, and make our steps do eff- 
cient and progressiv work. The Nine Demands are just, and 
the introduction or association of other demands together 
with them would probably only serve to retard the advance 
of these special ones upon which so many truth seekers agree. 
Let us force these demands to an issue.in state and national 
politics as quickly as possible. After this aim is accom-. 
plished, and the questions be in issue before the people, con- 
servativ, non-committal policy: men will be forced to lay aside 
their mask of deception and fear, and giv expression to their 
honest convictions, and our cause will at once become 
popular. s 

The pictorial feature of Taz TRUTH SEEKER is a happy hit. 
The truth has been discovered; now illustrate it. Object les- 
sons are quick education. Warren REED, E 

: Sec. Minn. Secular Union. 


Onraow, Mo., Jan. 19, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: The trouble with Lewis the Light (see issue 
of Jan. 16th) is that his story is not antique enough, although 
antic. Just wait long enough and his dreams, related as 
hearsay, will become fundamental to the faith of millions— 
for does not Christianity rest on the statement that Christ was, 
first, conceived by the Holy Ghost; second, born of the Vir- 
gin Mary? Withdraw those two, and what becomes of all 
the fabric of Christianity? Now, this Story was floating 
around as hearsay when the men who penned the gospels 
seized on it. It will not be pretended that Christ is the wit- 
ness, for even if he told it, he being authority, *' his witness 
is untrue.” It simply stands on a dream of the venerable Jo- 
seph, reported as hearsay. The dreams of the Uncle Joes of 
to-day who marry virgins and find them ‘‘ great” are laughed 
at by the boys. So was this one's by his contemps. Shove a 
fancy back only a few generations and it becomes a solemn 
fact. 

I particularly like our TRUTA SEEKER because it admits the 
freest discussion on all topics. A publisher myself, nothing 
pleases me better than for anyone to attack my most cher- 
ished opinions through my own paper. It isremarkable how 
few people comprehend Liberalism. Almost everybody de- 
fines orthodoxy as his own ‘‘ doxy " and heterodoxy as some 
other man's '' doxy," as the good bishop did. We all natur- 
ally incline to be narrow, and it requires trained effort to keep 
out of our selfish ruts. The art of logical discussion should 
be taught in our common schools, but it is now wholly neg- 
lected. Truly yours, CLARKE Irvine. 


Burr Oax, Mion., Jan. 25, 286. 

Mr. Evitor: This is a country of free (?) speech and equal 
rights, and as an illustration of that fact let me tell the TRUTH 
SEEKER readers what happened here. 

Burr Oak has a little weekly paper called the Acorn. In 
the issue of Jan. 21st there appeared a contribution from 
some raving Christian imbecil who asked for space to “ giv a 
few thoughts in answer to the question which seems to arise 
in the minds of a great many people as to whether death is 
the end of this mortal career, or whether there is a life be- 
yond." .There was not a word in the article that even re- 
motely approached an argument. It was simply an outburst 
of the stereotyped idiocy that may be heard at any revival. 
As an indication of the mental condition of the aforesaid 
contributor, I will quote this: ‘‘ After having read the word 
of God, I found that it agreed with my experience, and for 
that.reason I accepted it and firmly believe every word of it.” 


And this: 


of me." Here is another: ‘‘ Is it any wonder that there are 
so many disbelievers, when we get. from the pulpit that we 


who he is I hav not yet learned. Other quotations appear in 
my answer. Of. course I would not descend to a discussion 


encourage the people to giv it some special thought. "That 


brief reply and handed it to the publisher 6f the Acorn, at 
the same time asking him if he would publish it. After ex- 


amining it, he declined, on the ground that it would hurt his 
business, at the same time stating that he had no personal 
objection to it whatever. I think itis high time that the 
Liberals of Burr Oak and vicinity should inform.the Acorn 
man that he must either look to Christians and hybrids en- 
tirely for his support, or else publish a notice that no contri- 
bution will be received from anyone that touches on any 
religious question. It seems to me that the duty of Liberals 
in this vicinity is plain. I inclose the copy intended for pub- 
lication in the Acorn, which please publish with this. 
l A . N. G. W. 
THE LETTER. 

Ep. Acorn: Last week '' A Well-Wisher" asked for a lit- 
tle space “to giv a few thoughts” in answer to a very im- 
portant question. Well, I read the article through, but did not 
discover a single trace of a ‘‘ thought” in answer to the ques- 
tion which the writer set out to discuss. A plain question 
then arose to my mind, namely, why did ‘‘ Well-Wisher ” ask 
for space for a certain purpose and then ignore that purpose 
entirely? ‘‘ Well-Wisher" says, “I would simply say that 
death is not the end of life, but we hav a soul that will con- 
tinue to liv through all eternity, either with God in heaven or 
with devils in hell." 
task indeed! It is simply" a repetition of the Christian 
doctrin of future reward and punishment, and.has been heard 
and read by almost every person in this country a thousand 
times before. But the. writer of these lines, being a very 
humble and ignorant individual, desires to ask ‘‘ Well- 
Wisher” whether she (no man ever wrote. that communica- 
‘tion) considers the above-quoted. statement an answer to the 
question whether there is or is not a future life, a heaven and 
a hel? ‘‘ Well-Wisher” declares positivly that no false 
teacher in this world or a hotter one can ‘‘ blow ” her experi- 
ence out of her. If any person has been trying to blow ex- 
perience or anything else out of ‘‘ Well-Wisher,” that person 
certainly ought to apologize for such rudeness, but still I 
can’t see that any amount of blowing, on either side, proves 


anything. This article is not written for the purpose of de- 
nying any doctrin, nor for ridiculing the Christian or any 
other religion, but, being an anxious inquirer after truth, I 
simply ask that writers on all subjects shall giv what they 
believe to be sound reasons for their faith in any theory ad- 
vanced by them. I ask this in the interest of all who are 
honestly seeking information. ‘‘ Well-Wisher” also says, 
“I am neither a fanatic nor a fool.” That may or may not 
be true. Unsupported by proof, it is open to question, but, 
‘whether true or not, it throws no ray of light on the question 
at issue. But I think the real animus of ‘‘ Well-Wisher's " 
article is contained in the sentence that plainly implies strong 
censure of some member or members of the clergy. It is 
quite evident that, in ‘‘ Well-Wisher's " opinion, some rever- 
end gentleman has been preaching heretical doctrin and de- 
Serves & plain rebuke. . Perhaps some minister will rise and 
throw some light on this point. It is of great interest, both 
to church-members and outsiders, to know whether ‘‘ Well- 
Wisher’s” implied charge against at least a part of the Chris- 
tian ministry is or is not true. Wett- Wisner No. 2. 


Burrato, N. Y., Jan. 30, 1886. 

Mr, EpiroR: The most interesting part of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER to. me are its discussions, and in its impartiality 
it merits. its name, and has my love and preference over all 
other publications. Perhaps the most interesting question it 
discusses is Spiritualism, and although it pains me to see the 
old spirit of intolerance pervades some of the correspondents, 
I read all, and would suggest to the participants: Giv us 
your best thought and most convincing argument; discus- 


sion evolves truth and ever results in good; a little ridicule | 


may spice an article, but personal abuse is very poor argu- 
ment. And while we claim the privilege to speak of Chris- 
tianity as a fraud, and its ministers as humbugs and hypocrits, 
let us not get mad if our own pet theories are handled with- 
out gloves. This idea was suggested by reading the post- 
Script of a late letter from our old friend, Seward Mitchell, 
wherein he speaks of that ‘‘fraud and trickster, Truesdell,” 
and his exposure of Spiritualism as a ‘‘villainous affair." 
Now I sympathize with Brother Mitchell in many respects. 
But while granting Brother Mitchell the right to his ideas, 
and the expression of those ideas, as well as combating all 
ideas which he believes detrimental to his fellow-man, I 
must claim for myself, Mr. Truesdell, and all the rest, the 
same rights; and while Ido not approve the tactics of Mr. 
Truesdell, I am aware that the opponents of slavery were not 
always particular as to the method they adopted. I would 
suggest to Brother Mitchell the magnanimity of A. Ward, 
when he says: “I wil not call -that man a liar and a hoss 
thief who says my show is a humbug.” 
an Anarchist. So am I, but warfare is against all authority, 
whether of this world or the world tocome. For the life of 
me I cannot see why a man has not as good right to govern 
and control his fellow-man before as after death; and in this 
respect Spiritualism is slavery. Webster defines slavery as 
“tlhe state of entire subjectiou of one person to the will of 
another.” Is not this a definition of ''spirit-control" for a 
practical demonstration? I would refer the reader to Dr. 
Chesebrough’s article in THe Truta Srexer of March 21, 
1885, wherein he claims that Mr. Truesdell is acting under 
spirit control. Talk about the credulity of the fourteenth 
century! Can anything equal this? And yet it ‘seems to be 


quite a general belief among Spiritualists. I hav in mind 
this moment a young man, son of wealthy Spiritualists, 


"When I- talk of experience I know what Tum. 3 
talking about, and all the forces ‘of the false teachers of this . '. - 
world and the regions of the damned could not blow it out. ' 


cannot hav experimental knowledge of an.instantanebus re- - 
demption from sin?" "This isa slap at some preacher, but . 


with such a specimen of the genus homo (?), but as she, or . 
it, had brought up the subject I thought it a good chance to ` 


crushing article was signed, ‘‘ A Well-Wisher.” I wrote a 


To ‘‘simply say” that is à very easy : 


Brother Mitchell is. 
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whose home has been the resort of the best mediumistic 
talent in the country. But with all his facilities for seeing 
and hearing, he is a Materialist and disbeliever in disem- 
. bodied spirits. Of course the explanation is easy enough to 
his relativs and friends. One of those provoking “ Diakkas,” 
whose chief business in life, or death, rather, is to deny their 
own existence, has got hold of him. Not with so tenacious 
a grip, it would seem, as they hav on Truesdell; his respect 
for his parents and friends overcomes their evil influence to 
_such an extent that he is enabled to keep quiet on the sub- 
ject. I will not deny that it is 
“ A beautiful belief that ever round our head, 
On angel wings, are hovering the spirits of the dead.” 
But-when you come to “ Diakkas,” no, thanks! Ill take 
none in mine. Is it any wonder that a theory which leads to 
such a-conclusion should excite no interest in scientific 
minds? Science is practical; what cannot be demonstrated 
cannot be utilized, and should be rejected. It is about as 
practicable as the god idea: My worthy relativ, a firm be- 
Hever in “spirit power,” tells me'the wonders she has seen. 
A lily freshly plucked was thrown upon the table, a chunk 
of gold-bearing quartz dropped upon the table, being brought 
from mines in Nevada, I believe. Now I had been reading 
of a case of starvation in our city of plenty, and the idea was 
suggested, if gold could be brought from Nevada, or a lily 
from a neighboring conservatory, why not a loaf of bread 
from the bakers? But no, our spirits are too busy. with the 
tricks of the cabinet. As Ingersoll said of God, “ he is too 
busy watching the sparrows fall and numbering the. hairs of 
our head to succor the needy.” 
were not favorable; our spirit friends can only act under cer- 
tain conditions. Just so; then our spirit friends must enjoy 
3 themselvs hugely in the ‘‘summer-land,” with their hands 
d lied and their friends starving. I hav no evidence as to the 
truth or falsity of Spiritualism; I believe it to be the twin of 
witcheraft; both the children of Christianity and the Bible, 
and probably just as true as any of its systems of theology. 
Dio Lewis says: ‘‘ All Christians believe that the spirit livs 
: after the body, and it is a precious tenet of their faith that 
their departed ones are ‘ministering spirits,’ ever. watching 
over their earth friends. Spiritualists say that they believe 
s: this Christian faith is true, and they add that they believe 
PT. these ministering spirits can and' do speak to us. This 
: : would hardly seem to be an unpardonable departure from 
oe ee the Christian faith. The bitterness of Christians toward 
: Spiritualists is queer." And, I would add, the bitterness of 
Spiritualists toward Christians seems a little unfilial, to say 
: . the least. 
i Notwithstanding Brother Mitchell regards Materialism as 
cold, and dark, and dreary, it seems to me to be the only 
sure foundation; and if we cannot build thereon pleasures 
sufficient unto this life, who's to blame? The prospect, as 


mountain: of faith, but then it is solid ground, while the 
‘other is à mirage;" and, unless it.is better to believe a false- 
hood that promises great joy than accept the truth without 
any promises, it seems to me we should study, investigate, 
and extract what joy we may from the known, and not spec- 
ulate on or trust in the unknown. Yet I am aware that 


"D f “ Faith, fanatic faith, once wedded fast 
H To some sweet falsehood, hugs it to the last.” 


I would not disturb the faith, if I could, or lessen the com- 
fort of Brother Mitchell in his hopes of immortality; I only 
ask his patience and forbearance when I express the grovel- 
ing wish to be at rest when I die. Likc Shakspere's cobbler, 
I would ‘‘ meddle with no tradesman’s matters, nor woman's 
matters," after passing to that ‘‘ undiscovered country from 
"whose bourn no traveler returns." 

And it would seem that I am not alone.in this. The Buddh- 
ists, we are told, take comfort in their hopes of annihilation. 
Think of it, brother. It is enough to giv one the ague en- 
tirely. Millions on their knees praying for eternal rest and 
oblivion after death. i . 

** That which began in him when he began 
Is finished; he hath wrought the purpose through 
Of what did make him man. ; 
Never shall yearnings torture him, nor sins 
Stain him, nor ache of earthly joys and woes 
Invade his safe eternal peace; nor deaths 
Andlives recur. He goes 
Unto Nirvana. He is one with life, 
Yet livs not. He is blest, ccasing to be. 
. . . . The dewdrop slips 
Into the shining sea.” 

In the same paper that Dr. Chesebrough outlines some of 
the teachings of Spiritualism, Brother Mitchell says, ‘‘ There 
never was à Spiritualist—no, not one—who ever taught the 
doctrin, Believe or be damned.” Then follow these words 
which I emphasize, “Jf human brotherhood ever comes to this 
earth it will be by thie teachings of Spiritualism, or tt will never 
come.” This may not mean ‘believe or be damned,” but it 
is evident we must believe or not be blessed— with human 
brotherhood. i 

Shakspere’s Portia says, ‘‘I can easier teach twenty what 
were good to be done, than be one of the twenty to follow 
mine own teachings.” I thjnk it isso with Spiritualists. At 
least.I hav seen no evidence in their gatherings and conven- 

hae tions which leads me to believe that universal brothethood 

er depends upon universal Spiritualism. Brother Mitchell givs 

expression to that superiority which is the boast of all sys- 

' tems of religion. Christ said his teachings must be accepted 
or “hell would be to pay.” 

I regard Spiritism as mental slavery, and, therefore, de- 
grading; asa cloak for devi try, and, therefore dangerous; 
as impracticable, and, therefore, useless. 

As Ingersoll says: ‘‘I attack the monsters, the phantoms 
of imagination, that hav,ruled the world; I attack slavery; 
I ask for room for the human mind. Why should we 
enslave ourselvs? Why should we be the slaves of phantoms 


| cover their eyeless sockets with their fleshless hands, and 


Ah! but the ‘ conditions” 


Mrs. Besant says, ‘‘ may not be as wide as that seen-from the | 


barism was the womb of these shadows. In the light of 
science they cannot cloud the sky forever. I plead for light, 
for air, for opportunity. I plead for individual independence. 
I plead for the rights of labor, and of thought. I plead for a 
chainless future. Let the ghosts go—justice remains. Let 
them disappear—men, women, and children are left. Man 
1s greater than these phantoms. Humanity is grander than 


these religions, and: dogmas, and theories, are but the mists 
and clouds, changing continually, destined to melt away. 
Let the ghosts go, we will worship them no more. Let them 


fade forever from the imagination of men.” 
A. L. BALLOU. 


Lorus, Car., Jan. 3, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $6. Apply $8 on my 
subscription to Taz TRUTH SEEKER, the best paper published, 
"and apply balance as per inclosed list, and if there is any 


—phantoms that we create ourselvs? The darkness of bar- 


change coming, send small missionary documents to balance. 
With best wishes for the success of your paper and all con- 
nected with it, I am, as ever, 

Yours truly, 


Er Paso, Texas, Jan. 14, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: Please find inclosed fifty cents for two co pies 
of the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL for 1886, and one dollar for 
some of the smaller Truth Seeker Tracts. MET 

The Freethinkers of this town, or at least a few of them, 
are now making arrangements to get Mr. J. D. Shaw, of 
Waco, Texas, to deliver a course of lectures here. Texan 
Liberals should organize local societies wherever possible, 
and induce this gentleman to make a lecturing tour all 
through the state. Mr. Shaw is editor and publisher of -a 
Liberal monthly paper, the Independent Pulpit, which should 
be on the reading table of all Secular societies in America, 
and in every Seeular home: The subscription for one year 
is one dollar. ' 

If the Secularists of the South were better organized we 
could also get some of the northern Liberal lecturers to visit 
us, Mr. 8. P. Putnam having already promised to do so, and 
I hav reason to believe that Mr. J. H. Burnham, of Saginaw 
City, Mich., could be induced to come amongst us '* preach- 
ing the good word." By the by, how is it that Mr. Burnham's 
name is pot oftener mentioned in Tug Truru SEEKER? I 
consider him one of the best lecturers we hav, especially 
well versed on scientific subjects, and is well able to make 
the latter understood by persons who hav not studied such 
previously. I think our friends of Pittsburgh and Toronto, 
who had the benefit of his lectures during last winter, will 
support these statements. Cunas. PETERS. 


G. W. RAMSEY. 


Burr Oak, Mion., Jan. 8, 1886. 

Mr. EprroR : Inclosed find $10.10, which please apply ac- 
córding to the accompanying order. And whileIhav my 
pen in hand, I will, as you requested some time since your 
patrons should do, express my opinion upon the, propriety 
of illustrating THE TRUTH SEEKER. ; 

My humble and individual opinion is that the space occu- 
pied by the pictures would be better used in pen illustrations 
&nd exposures of the many religious and superstitious evils 
and tyranny yet in practice in all the Christian lands, and es- 
pecially so, if by so doing it would increase the price of the 
| paper, which is already of such dimensions that it too often 
proves to bea wall that one can neither climb over, break 
through, or go round, when soliciting new subscribers. My 
voice, however, is but one, and that a small one. AsIhav 
taken & through ticket I shall not disembark or change pilots 
until Iland at my final and everlasting resting-place, which 
cannot be far distant, as I hav already seen threescore and 
fourteen summers. ` Yours ever for the right, 

. M. P. THURSTON. 

[It is a mistake to suppose that the price of subscription to 
this paper is to be raised on account of the illustrations; 77 
will remain the same, and reference to our terms on another 
page will show how to get the paper very cheap.—En. TT. S.J 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., Jan. 28, 1886. 
Mr. Enrron: TRUTH SEEKER ANNUALS for 1886 at hand. In 
my humble opinion they are splendidly got up. And I think 
they will hav a large sale among the Freethinkers throughout 
the country. IfI could not get another I would not sell 
mine atten times its cost. I prize it highly for the pictures 
it contains of our real saviors of humanity. 
l Gro. LONGFORD. 


SMITHVILLE FLATS, N. Y., Jan. 15, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: I inclose $6.25—$3 for myself another year ; 
$2 for the new subscriber, which I donate to illustrate your 
paper; 50 cents for Helen H. Gardener’s new book, ‘‘ Men, 
Women, and Gods;” 25 cents for the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 
for 1886, or last year’s, if it is better than this, or both if you 
choose; and 50 cents for “ Sabbath-Breaking" and *' Bible 
Morals,” both by John E. Remsburg. 

I can cheerfully join with others in saying I am pleased 
with the paper and think it is improving. The illustrations. 
are perfect; the expressions of the faces portray the exact 
feeling désigned. When Mr. Bennett started around the 
world I made him a present of $10, I think, and donated two 
new subscribers, one of which you will probably always keep. 
The other was the Universalist minister that married us in 
church, a kind-hearted fellow, and I thought he would take 
it kindly, but I hav lost his friendship for life. So you see 
they feel just as badly about having the Bible fraud exposed 
to the rising generation as the rabid orthodox do. Science is 
king, and I rejoice that it is being unfolded so fast. "Tis 
cheering to notice, too, the approach of woman's emancipa- 
tion. Many years ago I said, Now tbat the black slave is 


free, why not emancipate the white ones—the mother, wife, | 


and sister of our law-making men, and all others? It is so 
humiliating not to be represented anywhere, when all that is 
noble and good in humanity ebbs and flows through woman! 
The mother is the world’s champion umpire to-day (if they 
only knew it, and what a pity they do not!), and time will 
define it so. One thing more. I am sorry that the Liberal 
element is not -all of the same good quality, so it can blend 
more harmoniously in every part of the work. I care not 


all the creeds, than.all the books. Humanity is the sky, and “what name they go by, only that they be honest, virtuous, 


true, and good. I never thought that to be truly Liberal we 
would hav tosindorse the unclean or anything that shocked 
our sense of propriety. Sincerely, M. M. T. 


MawMorg Hor Srrines, Wy. TEk., Jan 20, 1886. 
Mr. Eviror: Tae TRUTH SEEKER of Jan 16th came to- 
night. I take back all I may hav said derogatory of an illus- 
trated TRUTH SEEKER. ‘‘The Spider and the Fly” is splen- 
did. Our whole house was in rapture over it. ‘Cute and it 
cuts,” said one. ‘A black hole of despair.” The words of | 

Castelar were quoted: ‘‘The Rome of Cæsars would hav 
made the whole world a camp. The Rome of the popes 
would hav made the whole world a monastery.” Watson 


Heston has our most hearty thanks. Let us hav more. I 
will try and get more subscribers. 
Your editorial on Mormonism is “away up.” The boom- 


erang wil hit more than Mormonism. Iam glad you gave 
the ‘‘yeas” and ‘‘nays.” We will see what the House will do 
with it. Keep to the high altitude of constitutional freedom | 
for all. The Mormon who marries is a thousand times bet- 
ter than the Mormon of New York city who seduces and then 
abandons his victim to be trodden under foot. Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER is more than a. truth seeker, it is the justice seeker. 
Very sincerely yours, G. L. HENDERSON. 


Denver, Cor., Jan. 19, 286. 
Mz. Eprron: Inclosed please find $8.00 for dear old 
TRUTH SEEKER for present year. The pictures are grand, 
“ The Spider and the Fly ” is so realistic that one shudders as 
one beholds. The picture speaks volumes. Mr. Heston's 
pencil is doing brave work; the same amount of space for 
the pen could not tell ** the old, old story," one half so well. 
** The Maneuvers of the Last Hour!” was there ever sucha 
grim sarcasm on je donne à l'eglise?". In these two pictures 
our ‘‘Christian friends" hav a most direct and concise 
answer to Robbie Burns's prayer, 
“O wad some power the giftie gie us, 
To see oursels as ithers see us.” 
May this New Year hold much of good for Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER, its workers and friends, is the warm wish of 
Mrs. Buoxner-Jounson, M.D. 


Sr. Tuomas, ONT., Jan. 25, 1886. 
. Mr. Eprron: Please send me the inclosed list of books, 
pamphlets, etc., an order which we hope to supplement by a 
larger one after we are organized, as we expect to be by the 
time Mr. Reynolds reaches here with the stereopticon next 
month. I received your blanks, and will endeavor to in- 
crease the circulation of the grand old TRUTH SEEKER. 

The illustrations are splendid. They speak volumes. One 
thing more and your paper would be perfect--namely, an in- 
dex to the articles. It is growing with me to be more indis- 
pensable every week. I keep a very few—send them all out 
to do missionary work, together with pamphlets, leaflets, etc. 

As a sample of the intellectual food our young argbeing 
fed with see the following: A few weeks ago the Pregbyte- 
rians of this city got a new minister, the Rev. Dr. Archibald, 
a young man, who, in a sermon to young inen, ''un- 
guardedly," in eulogizing the power and influence of Chris- 
tianity, among other things equally false, said: ‘‘ Nine new 
churches in America every day throughout the year were ded- 
icated to the cause of Christ, and not one temple that he 
could remember reared by Infidels dedicated to the goddess 
of unreason. One in Boston and one in New York had been 
opened some time ago; both were now closed—the former 
sold under the hammer of the sheriff. And he knew of no 
other temple dedicated to the dissemination of Infidel princi- 
ples." Again: ‘‘ Where were the colleges, asylums, refuges, 
and orphanages started by Infidels? Nowhere!  Philun- 
thropic work and the work of raising fallen man were done 
only by the followers of Christ.” ; 

I, in an open letter (published in same paper his sermon 
was published), the day following, challenged him to—either 
through the press or on public platform—meet a representa- 
tiv Infidel and produce evidence of the truth of his false 
assertions. Touching the philanthropy of Infidels, also of 
the sale of the Paine Memorial Hall, ete., I said the Paine 
Memorial Hall was still owned by Infidels; meetings held 
there every Sunday, two and three together, with meetings 
through the weck. The Boston Investigator published in 
that building. There was also a large stone hall built and 
owned by Infidels, and dedicated to the Goddess of (Un) 
Reason in the town of Alton, Ont. I also gave that list of 
Infidel charities published in the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL for 
1885, and closed by saying: ‘‘ If the other parts of your ser- 
mon bear the same relation to truth as those parts I hav crit- 
icized, I leave an intelligent public to judge its value.” 

To say that my letter raised a commotion among thie 
“ unco’ guid” is putting it mildly. I hav been congratulated 
by more.than one Christian for having published my letter, 
but not a sound has been introduced by this true disciple of 
Paul, this lying, false coward’ of the coward's castle, who 
believes in lying forthe glory of God. But, asI believe, & 
white-headed follower of Christ anonymously replied with 
the “Mary Roscoe story " of the horrid death-bed scenes and 
recantation of Thomas Paine. I replied to him, asking him 
to, over the name his father gave him, repeat the above as 
true, and I would prove this equally as false as I had the as- 
sertions of Dr. Archibald. That gun, too, is spiked now. 
Mr. Archibald has not had the honesty or gentlemanly prin- 
ciple to say he was misinformed, or challenge the truth of 
my statements and figures. "The reason is obvious. . 

n conclusion, I heartily indorse every word of the article 
by W. F. Jamieson in Tue Trorm SzrkzR of January 9th. 
We must capture the young before reason can ever occupy 
the position now occupied by superstition. Vy 

Yours, for the abolition of Bible reading and other religious 
exercises from our public schools, D. Nzirsow. 


Children's Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixon, Fail 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in tlie day's occupations e 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Be True. 


Young friends, to whom life’s early days 
Are bright with promis all, 
And to whose view the glowing rays 
Of hope unclouded fall ; 
To counsel each to choose the good, 
Throughout the coming years, I would 
A precept giv to you: 
Observe, if you success would win, 
The wealth of worth embodied in 
Two little words: Be true. 
Be true to right : let justice still 
Her even balance claim ; ' 
Unawed, unbribed, through good or ill, 
Make rectitude your aim. 
Unswayed by prejudice, thy mind 
Each day submitted claims will find 
To champion or deny; 
Then cast, acording to thy light, 
Thy influence on the side of right, 
Though all the world goes by. 
Be true to truth : the proudest name 
That sterling worth may win 
Is soiled and tarnished past reclaim 
Where falsehood enters in. 
No gem that arduous toil may find, 
In learning's fields, adorns the mind . 
Like truth’s pure, shining ray. 
And from her presence error’s crowds 
Of worshipers disperse like clouds 
Before the rising day. 
Be true to reason : let her light 
Be ever glorified. 
And make through life her beacon bright 
A fixed, enduring guide; 
False views of life young faith may blind, 
False creeds allure the youthful mind 
And its adherence win, 
But reason's steady light to thee 
An oracle of truth shall be— 
A monitor within. 
Be true to self-respect : the world 
May judge thy motivs wrong, 
And slander’s poisoned shafts be hurled 
Where virtue moves along. 
Keep thou the upright ways that find 
The approval of thy own good mind— 
“To thine own self be true ;” 
So shalt thou proudly walk erect, 
And, conscious of thy own respect, 
Make others’ honor due. 
These are the virtues, these the ways, 
That bring their own reward ; 
And to observe them all thy days 
Keep constant watch and guard. 
He who from these his guidance takes 
Givs to the race the hope that makes 
The march of man sublime; 
And each good deed, each wrong withstood, 
8, in its influence for the good, 
Throughout all coming time ! 
Middle Falls, N. Y. D. Lovis BopGE. 
I —9—4—99— — — — — 


A Boy's Fortune ;-or, the Sign of the 
Golden Sheep. 


Once there was & boy who, when about 
fifteen years old, thought he would like to go 
and seek his fortune. He lived on a little 
farm with his parents and brothers and sis- 
ters, away down in Maine, and the big, 
bustling, far-off world appeared very bright 
and dazzling to his boyish eyes. He hun- 
gered to see it, to be onein the great, stirring, 
toiling mass of mankind; and, besides, he 
wanted an education, a better education than 
he could get working on the farm, with only 
a few montlis’ schooling each year. 

Perhaps you will think it very hard that 
his father wanted two hundred dollars in 
money for his time till twenty-one, if he went 
away, but that was the custom of those days, 
and the boy agreed to pay his father that sum 
for the chance of seeing the world and earn- 
ing his own living. This boy had never 
worn any other than homespun clothing, that 
is, clothes spun and woven into cloth by his 
mother at home. His wardrobe was not ex- 
tensiv, either, for it was all tied up in a hand- 
kerchief, and that was homespun, too, when 
he started out to seek his fortune. 

A brother took him in a sleigh fifteen miles 
on his journey, then bade him good-bye, and 
left him to pursue his way on foot to Port- 
land, then fifty-four miles distant. On he 
trudged with stout heart, for he was young 

. and brave, and was on a voyage of discovery. 

** Why didn't he ride?" you ask. Well, he 
had only nine dollars and he wanted to be 
prudent and make his money go as far as he 
could. 

One night he slept in a hotel, and break- 
fasted the next morning early on crackers and 
milk’; but, after traveling awhile, he was so 
hungry that he had to hav a more substantial 
breakfast, which he obtained at Gorham 


Corners; then on he went again, getting quite 


„tired and weary, but never losing hope or 
courage, all the way to Portland, where he 
engaged passage on a steamer for Boston, as 
this place was the Mecca of his hopes. 

His scanty purse was almost depleted when 
he arrived there. The streets were full of 
people and everything was new and strange. 
He applied again and again for some work to 
do, but the brown-eyed, flaxen-haired boy, in 
his homespun jacket, stood a poor chance in a 
big city where there were plenty of boys with 
friends to help them to chances. 

His father had often told the children at 
home about the time when Ae had worked for 
a morocco dresser in Cambridge, who had for 
a sign a golden sheep. That sign had often 
glittered before the boy's eyes, and now 
seemed to lure him on like a star of promis. 
So on he pressed toward the sign of the 
golden sheep, which he found readily enough, 
still swinging and sparkling in the sunlight. 

“t My father worked here once,” he thought. 
“Surely they will be glad to hav his son 
work for them.” N 

But no—they didn’t want any more help; 
and what did they care for the son of a for- 
mer workman? 

The golden sheep lost its fascination as he 
turned disconsolately away. He would be so 
glad to work—to do anything he could get to 
do. His money was all gone, too, and he 
was hungry and cold, and nobody can won- 
der if he was a little homesick and lonely. 
After a while he did find employment, but he 
fainted at his task, having been long without 
food and comfortable shelter. Of course, 
they did not want a sick boy to work, and 
again he started on a search for employment. 
In a factory where hinges were made he was 
asked, 

** Can you make hinges?” 

“Yes,” was the quick reply; ‘‘if somebody 
will show me how to make one hinge.” 


He required but little showing, and soon 
made a hinge to suit, but the old workman 
appearing at the forge, there was no place 
for him, and he again started in search of 
honest labor. 

Sometimes he found what he sought for a 
short period, and once a dishonest employer 
wronged him out of a whole month’s pay, 
which was a serious loss to one whose time 
was actual bread and. butter. These were 
dark and troubled days, but the brave boy 
never once lost his courage or faith in ulti- 
mate success. 

From town to town he wandered, pleading 
for work of any kind. One Sunday found the 
young hero, tired and hungry, in the town of 
Abington. The rosy diadem of the great 
world had almost grown to a crown of thorns 
that pierced his brow as he looked into the 
many strange faces on their way to church or 
Sunday-school. Finally he met an old gentle- 
man whose face shone kindly beneath his 
broad-brimmed Quaker hat, and he ventured 
to ask him if he knew where a boy could find 
employment. He did know, and directed 
him to & manufacturer of shoes. | 

The manufacturer, whose name was Shaw, 
and his wife received the weary stranger 
pleasantly, and promised him work on the 
morrow. He staid in this place quite a while, 
and learned to make shves. Industrious and 
prudent, in two years he had saved two hun- 
dred dollars to pay his father, and had some- 
thing left beside. 

Do you think he had forgotten his plan of 
an education? By no means. Soon he be- 
came a student at Gould’s Academy, three 
miles from his old home, to and from which 
he walked to school, learning his lessons on 
the way, and by candle-light at home. He 
had to pay his board, for his father was verv 
strict in money matters, but when his money 
was exhausted he went to work and earned 
more. 

With him difficulties existed to be over- 
come, and right bravely did he surmount 
them all. f 

In his heart, quick to feel for others’ woes, 
was implanted sympathy for the. toilers of 
earth, and for the down-trodden and oppressed 
of all natious. He became, as he grew into 
manhood, interested in the antislavery move- 
‘ment, and, in the face of severe opposition of 
friends and kindred, he boldly spoke ringing 
words for the enslaved, declaring their equal 
right to liberty and happiness. 

This then unpopular doctrin repelled many 
from him, but he knew he was right, and 
bravely pursued his way, finished his course 
at school, studied law, and, mastering it, was 
straightway admitted to practice in the 
courts. The storms stil] beat upon him, how- 
ever, for where they raged the hardest there 


he chose to be, battling ever for truth ang 


freedom. Those who know him best loved 
and trusted him most. His unswerving hon- 
esty gained him choice friends, and when his 
old employer, Mr. Shaw, died the final settling 
of his estate was placed in the young lawyer’s 
hands as one worthy of all confidence and 
trust. Other business of a like character has 
been entrusted to him, and every duty was 
discharged with the utmost fidelity. Once a 
mob surrounded his house, clamorous for a 
slave woman who was stopping there on her 
way from slavery to Canada and freedom. 
Calmly this heroic gentleman met the furious 
crowd and sent them quietly away. : 

So emphatic was he against another kind of 
slavery—that of intoxicating liquor—that 
three times the adherents of whisky and the 
dram-shops set his house on fire. 

A short timé since he was nominated for 
representativ to Congress, and .had he beeu 
elected no braver, truer man would hav met 
him on the floor of the nation’s capitol. Now 


I hav been telling you of no fictitious char. | 


acter, but of a ‘real, living man, who has 
arisen froin homespun and a lowly condition 
to a position of eminence and trust. How 
did he do it? I'll tell you. By patience, 
perseverance, energy; by integrity, sobriety, 
honesty, and a correct and honorable dealing 
with all persons. The sign of the golden 
sheep, that lured him on in boyhood, has lost 
its gleam and brightness before a more beau- 
tiful, more glittering symbol—the sign of the 
golden truth—that has never left him for aday 
or an hour. 

In the glory and splendor of mature life he 
is awake to every movement that would 
benefit humanity, and is quick to catch the 
inspiration of each passing hour. The work- 
ing man has no better, no truer friend on 
earth, and ‘ the cause that lacks assistance” 
need never look to him in vain. He is one of 
the true and noble men who make the world 
better for living in it. His fortune is in the 
virtues, the qualities that belong to a true 
manhood, and his example is a beacon light 
to travelers on life’s highway. If you should 
go to Chicago, where he livs, I hav no doubt 
he would be glad to see-you, and tell you 
more of his eventful history. His name is 
A. J. Grover. 


Her Picture. 


It is framed in satin and cherry, 

And stands on a shelf in my room; 
The eyes are as brown as a berry, 

With a sparkle that scatters the gloom. 


In the cheeks there’s a hint of a dimple, 
And a gracefulness lies over all, 

From the make of the bonnet, so simple, 
To the knob on the blue parasol. 


The face is as fair and as sunny 
As the figure is stately and bold, 
And when I am counting my money 
I reckon her in as pure gold. 
-4—9—9— 


Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—A METAMORPHOSIS—AND AN INFERENCE. 
Let two score men and two 
Stand in a line to view, 
If from their midst one go away, 
There’s not a single man to stay; 
For metamorphosed now they stand, 
Just two score ladies in a band. 
Nine tailors go a man to make— 
To form one woman here you take 
One man and just one fortieth more, 
Or forty-one to make two score. 
** Logic is logic"—so say I, 
** And figures," so they say, ' can't lie;" 
Letters to form the words combine, 
Each written word truth’s visual sign— 
Yet so am I, a man of beard, 
By these smooth-faced Delilahs sheared. 
Irwin, Ia. J. K. P. BAKER. | 


2.—What is the difference between six 
dozen dozen and a half dozen dozen ? 
Wm. Scorr. 


The central picture represents a familiar 
household vessel, and the surrounding ob- 
jects, what it might contain. 

ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN THE OHILDREN’S CORNER, 
JAN. 23, 1886. 


1.—No. 2.—Haslet. 3.—John E. Rems- 


burg’s ‘‘ Sabbath- Breaking. » 4.—89500. 
Minie—rifle. 

So_vers.—Edward Bamback, G. W. Wil. 
liams, Wm. Scott. 


J. K. P. B.—Your answer to “ Something 
to Think About ” is too long and too meta- 
physical for the minds of our children. 
* Little craft must keep near the ' shore." 
—En. C. C. 

—— 
Correspondence. 


THOROLD, ONT., Jan. 18, 1886. 
Miss Susan Wixos, Dear Madam: 1 hav 
Seen so many little pieces in the Childfen's 
Corner that I thought I would send one too. I, 
take great pleasure in looking at those funny 
pictures of people with horns and tails, the 
like of which I never saw before. 'This is my 
first time of writing to you, so I will close. 
Yours truly, Jounny MoGirr. 


Coton, Micn., Jan. 18, 1886. 
Dear Miss Wixow; I liv with my grandpa 
and grandma, and grandpa has taken THE 
TRUTH SEEKER for a “good. many years. ` And 
we all like it ever so much. I read the Chil- 
dren’s Corner; and I see so many letters from 
the little ones, and as you allowed Uncle 


5.— 


à 


John in the Children's Corner, and as I am . 


nine years old, T thought you would allow me 
there too. My parents liv ten miles away in 


‘the country on a farm, and I stay here so I 


can go to school.. We "had two weeks’ vaca- 
tion through the holidays, and father came 
after us so we could spend the holidays over 
at home. We had a nice time. I hav a little. 
brother, who will be six years old the 22d of 
February; and I hav a little sister, who will: 
be two years old in June. We all had lots of 
presents at Christmas time. The baby's stock- 
ings were such tiny things she borrowed a 
pair ot grandma s and got them full. to the 
top. e think she is very cunning. She 
talks a little, and when she wants anything to 
eat she says, ‘‘ Please, ma, pie.” 

Now, if you think this nice enough to put 
in the paper, I hope to see it there. Please 
find inclosed one of my cards. Yours truly, 

Frano B. CORNWALL. 


LısErRTY, Mo., Jan. 22, 1886. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I read in TuE TRUTH 
SEEKER that you liked for girls and boys to 
write to you, and so I thought I would write 
a few lines. I am eleven years old. 
the public school. I liv close to school. I 
hav recited several speeches taken from THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. I once took one to my 
teacher and she said it was not suitable for 
me; I asked her why,but she did not say 
why. lliv in the shadow of Williams Jewell 
College, where they manufacture Baptist 
preachers. There are few Liberals here, and 
we hav a hard road to travel. I am in the 
fifth reader. Ilike my teacher, though she 
is & Christian lady. e hav entertainments 
the end of every month. My pa has taken 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER several years, and I like 
to read the Children’s Corner. We girls hav a 
nice-time sliding and skating, for we hav 
plenty of snow this winter. 
written enough. 

Yours respectfully, 


1 


NELLIE Hares, 


Gares, TENN., Jan. 19, 1886. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write a few lines to yous I am just thirteen 
years old. Iam not experienced in writing 
letters. Pa is the only man in Gates that 
takes Tug TRUTH SEEKER. It is only lately 
that I got interested in it. Ilike to read the 
Children's Corner very much; it is very in- 
teresting. 'There are not many that can be 


| persuaded to read it, but pa loans his papers 


out sometimes, when he can persuade people 
to read them. If this escapes the waste 
basket I will try and write agàin, and will do 
better next time. Yours truly, 

Harry J. WINMAN. 


Sabhath-Breaking. 


By JOAN E, REMSBURG, 


Author of “False Claims,” “Bible 


Morals,” Etc. 


The best and most thorough work ever written 


on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 


view. 


Large and Handsome Print. 
SINGLE COPIES, - - 7 
Six Corrzs, - - m : 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
38 Clinton Place, New York. 


$1.00. 


HE CANARY. A New and Remarkable Work 
on the Care of the Pet Canary. By mail, 50 
cents. Contents table mailed free. Lady Agents 
Wanted. Murray Hill Publishing Cor 129 East 
Rih Sireeh New York, 


I go tọ- 


' believe I hav 


25 cents.’ 


: above; on 2d floor are 4 be 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


+ OALIFORNIA. ` 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
OANADA. : 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto. 
James Foster, Weland, Ont. 
: ILLINOIS. ; 
F. F. Follet, 802 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. l 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
. KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 
: MAINE. : 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
Mills). 
MASSACHUSETTS. ` 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
; MIOHIGAN. 
À. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. 
Dr. Wolff, 620 North 5th street, St. Louis. 
Joseph L. Andrew, Liberal. 
i ' NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YORK. 


` Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 


Chas F. Gaul, 865 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 
OHIO. 

N. Hexter, 303 Superior street, and Van Epps 
& Co., 259 Superior street, Cleveland. 
OREGON. 

Wm. Chance, Astoria. 
A. Erwin, Lebanon. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

George Longford, 25 Otter st., Philadelphia. 
H. Clay Luse, Waynesburg. 
Dr. J. H. Rhodes, 5054-2 North 8th st., Phila. 
W. F. Schade, 8,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 

TENNESSEE. : 
Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 

UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
D. F. Keeler, Park City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. . 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
VIRGINIA. ! 


` Mrs. Elinina D. Slenker, Snowville. 


WASHINGTON, D. O. 
Brentano Bros. 


ENGLAND." 
o Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet. street, 


London. 


PERSONAL. 


A man 42 years of age, a Liberal, not wealthy 
but having some means, would like to correspond 
with some lady who is also a Liberal, not over 35, 
of good family, fair education, an willing to 

rk, 


` wO. Best of references give d A 
Object, marriage. Address č Wo B required 
are TRUTH SEEKER office; 
2t4 33 Clinton Place, New York. 
HISTORY 
OF THE 


INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 


Of Europe. 
By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 
Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


POCKET ATLAS 


Of the 


WORLD. 


Containing 


COLORED MAPS OF EACH STATE AND TERRI- 
TORY IN THE UNITED STATES; alsó i 
U 
THE FACE OF THE GLOBE -` om 
Illustrated by more than One Hondred 
Colored Diagrams, Tables, Ete. 

The POCKET ATLAS OF THE WORLD con- 
tains 128 pages. Six pages are given to title; index, 
etc. ; 65 pages are fuli-paged colored maps, and 57 

ages are reading. matter, colored diagrams, etc. 

he book is new throughout, everything being 
made expressly for it., The binding is flexible 
Leatherette—an imitation of Russia; gold side 
stamp, round corners, and red edges. . 

Sent by mail to any address upon receipt of 
50 cents by 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


33 Chairon Place, N Y. 
Bible Fabrications Refuted 


and À 
The Errors of the Bible Exposed, 
BY 0. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 
Price; 15 cents. 
_ Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


FAU] 
3A 


lt more than 
300 tinea from our p.ans; it isso rel! planned that it affords 
ample room even for a large family. Ist fl or shown 
rooms and in attic 2 more. 
Plenty of Closets. The whole warmed by one chimney. 
Large illustrations and full description ofthe above 
as well as 0139 other houses, ranging in cost from $400 up 
to $6,500, may be found in “‘SHOPPRLIZ8 MODERN LOW- 
Cost HOUBEN,” a large quarto pamphlet, showing also 
how to select sites, get loans, &c, Sent postpaid on re- 
ceipt of50c, Stampstaken, or send $1 bill and we willre 
turn the change. Address, BUILDING PLAN ASSOCIATION, 
(Mention this Paper.) 24 Beekman 8t., (Box 2702,) N. Y. 


.| and, 


The Perpetual Calendar. 
Working the Year of Science 
And the Common Computations. 
An Almanac * orever 


Showing the day of the week for any day of the 
month for all time past and present and to come, 
and other useful information. Price, 40 cents; 
three for $1, 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Canvassers address L. Martin, Brunswick, Ga. 


UNIVERSAL HISTORY 


HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS 
AND FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. 


By Prof, H. M. Cottinger, A.M. 


This book is just what the busy world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of history from 2,000 
years B.C. on up to 1888, all in a nutshell.—El- 
mina Senker. 

As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place; in the family it would be no 
less important, as conveying information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan Wixon. 

Mr. Cottinger’'s intentions in writing this. book 
are excellent, and his standpoint admirable; It 
may be commended as fulfilling, its purpose of a 
concise and interesting historical text-book.— 
Milwaukee Sentinel. , 

` Price, Cloth, $1.50. 
_ For Schools, in Quantities, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRUTH: 


A Poem in Three Parts. 
BY E. N. KINGSLEY, Truth Finder. 


SECOND EDITION: 


Price, 25 cents, . THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
: 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


CHRISTIANITY 


A REWARD FOR CRIME. 


Substantiated by the Bible. 
BY 
O. B. WHITFORD, M. D. 
Price, 19 Cent-. | Per Dozen, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
f 83 Clinton Place, New York. 


, REPLY 
TO REY. L. A. LAMBERT'S 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL,’ 
By B. W. Lacy, 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priets’s 
sophistry, unfairness, and histor- 
ical misstatement. 
Price, Cloth, 31; Paper, 50 Cents 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and 


Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 


life, price $1.50 each, Every admirer of these 
apos es of Religious Liberty should hav these 
rusts. 


THE 


SHAKER EYE and EAR BALSAM.. 


SIXTY YEARS’ INVARIABLE SUCCESS. 

Best known remedy for all afflictions of these or- 
gans. WEAK EYES, WHA 
. CATARRHAL AFFECTIONS immediately 
reached. FAILING SIGHT prevented. ROAR- 
ING OR DRUMMING OF EARS will cease. One 
box tells the whole story. 

Price by mail, 30 cents. 

tott G. A. LOMAS, Shakers, N. Y. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it. .' 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents; 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish that the friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


THE MODERN BALAAM. 


Showing. the Balaam of modern times to be the 
priests. Itisasplendid pictorialargument. Price, 
per dozen, 30 cents; per hundred, $1.50. 
Address T TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Pl., New York. 


KERSEY GRAVES’S WORKS. 


Sixteen Saviors or None. By Ker- 
SEY GRAVES, auther of the World's Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors; The Bible of Bibles, and 
Biography of Satan. Paper, 75 cents; cloth, $1. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thousand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
delineation of the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of their doctrins. Price, $2. 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 35 cents. : 

The World's Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 
origin of all the doctrines principles, precepts, 
and miracles of the Christian New Testament, 
and furnishing a key for unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 
history of sixteen oriental crucified gods. $2. 

dress THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


K EARS, DEAFNESS, 


S. P. Putnam’s Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 


Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; Pape r, 50 cts, 
* A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
&nd dramatic power; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day.”—Jonn 
+ Swinton's Paper. 


Golden Throne, a Romance.. “The 
author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is within him. The book is filled with 
manly thoughts, expressed in manly words— 
the transcript of a manly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ "INGERSOLL. $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
Shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”—Dr. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 
other Agnostic Poems. _ Price, 10 cts. 
For ali of the above address : 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


The History of Freethought. Bound 
in cloth and lettered. Price,$1.95. Contents: 
Section I. Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section ll. Whatit 
Owes to Mohammedanism. Section IIT, Free- 
thought Martyrs and Confessors. Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Sec- 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


The American Secular Union; its 

Necessity, and the Justice of its Nine Demands. 

‘(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll.) 
382 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22pagesin cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Christian Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh. Còn- 
tents: The Origin of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
. Duties. Price, 75 cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are published at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS EACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible: Freethought an 
Modern Progress ; Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
larism; Science and ible Antagonistic ; 
Girlie iS anon at AP he 

e above works address - 
ER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


FEEETHOUGHT NOVELS. 


| The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonnel 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 

est, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 


Family Creeds. By William McDon- 
nell, author of “Exeter Hall.” .Price, cloth. 
$1.25; paper, 75 cents. 


Exeter Hall. “ One of the most excit- 


ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot’s works, By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404pages. $1.25. 


The Onteast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story. From the London edition, By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 


30 cents. 

All in a Lifetime, A Romance. By 
Miss Susan H. Wixon. “The great charm of 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 

ect, to find, in such a marked degree, even 
from so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethoughtranks." Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


OR, 
Men or Business WHo Dip SOMETHING BESIDES 
Maxine Money. 


A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 
BY JAMES PARTON. 


This book contains 400 pages, plainly printed, 
treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 


'| helped the world; together with eight portraits. 


Mr. Parton’s works need no commendation. They 
are standard. 
Prici, - ~ - - - $1.25. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


WOMAN. 


In the Past, Present, and Future. 
BY A. BEBEL. 
Translated from the German by Dr. Adams Wal- 
ter. 272 pages; cloth, 75 cents; paper, 30 cents. 


* Capital," a criticism on Political Economy. By 
Carl Marx. First English translation. Publishe 
in 27 parts, 10 cents per part: Subscription, $2.50, 
“ Anti-Syllabus.” By Lily Curry. Price, 3cents. 
LABOR NEws AND PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION, 
705 Broadway, New York. 
^ (Full list of Labor Publications mailed free.) 
atf ` ; 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 
Price, 25 cents, à 


o3 


.FREETHOUGHT WORKS. 
For Sale at Tae Trove Szzxer Office. 


Essays on the Sacred Language, 
Writings, and Religion of the 
Parsis. By Marres Hava, Ph. D., 
Laté Professor of Sanskrit and compara- 
tive philology at the University of Mu- 
nich. An account of the ancient Zoroas- 

+ trian religion and literature. Price, $4.50 


Essence of Christianity. By Lupwia 
FruzRBACH. Translated from the Ger- 
man by Grorce Error. Price, $3.75. 


Exeter Hall. A Theological Romance. 


“One of the most exciting romances of 
the day.” 


80 cents. 
(d 


Faith and Reason. A Concise Ac- 
count of the Christian Religion, and of 
all the Prominent Religions before and 
since Christianity. With elaborate Index, 
17 pp. By Harsey R. Srevens, Extra 
cloth, 12mo. 441 pp. Price, $1:50. 


Family Creeds. By Ww. McDonnett, 
Author of ‘Exeter Hall.” Price, cloth, 
$1.25; paper, 75 cents. 


Festival of Ashtaroth. A tale of 
Palestine, founded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. By A. C. 
MrppLETON. Price, 10 cents. 


Figures of Hell; or, the Temples of 
Bacchus, Dedicated to the licensers and 
manufacturers of beer and whisky. By 
Mrs. ELIZABETH 'THowPSON. A book full 
of facts and figures in regard to the 
liquor traffic. Price, $1. 


Genesis I-II: An Essay on the Bible 
Narrative of Creation. By A. R. GROTE, 
A.M: Price, 50 cents. 


Golden Mean on Temperance and 
Religion; or, Common Sense in 
Eating, Drinking, Thinking, and Living. 
By Joun E. Burton. Price, 10 cents. 


Golden Throne. By Samvex P. Por- 
NAM, Author of “Prometheus” ‘‘ Gott- 
lieb," ‘Ingersoll arid Jesus." A Radical 
Romanco of pioneer life, delineating the 
virtues of natural humanity as opposed 
to the hypocrisy of a supernatural relig- 
ion crowded with incident and full of 
progressive ideas and the poetry of the 
future. Price, $1.00. - 


Price, paper, 60 cents; cloth, 


Good Sense, or Natural Ideas opposed 


to Supernatural. ‘Translated from the 
French of Baron D’Houpacn, author of 
the ‘‘ System of Nature.” Price, $1.00. 


Gospel of the Kingdom, According to 
the Holy Men of Old. By the author of 
‘ Samson, a Myth-story of the Sun.” 
Two volumes of poetry. Price, 50 cents. 


Government. An Essay by CmanLEs 
Moran. Price, 20 cents. 


Half Hours with Some Ancient and 
Modern Celebrated Freethinkers: 
Thomas Hobbes, Lord Bolingbroke, Con- 
dorcet, Spinoza, Anthony Collins, Des- 
cartes, M. de Voltaire, John Toland, 
Compte de Volney, Charles Blount, 
‘Percy Bysshe Shelley, Claude Arian 
Helvetius, Francis Wright Darusmont, . 
Zeno, Epicurus, Matthew Tindall, David 
Hume, Dr. Thomas Burnet, Thomas 
Paine, Baptiste de Mirabaud, Baron de 
Holbach, Robert Taylor, Joseph Barker. 
By “Iconoclast,” Conzins and Warts. 
Price, 75 conts. 


Heathens of the Heath (the). By 
Wa. McDoNNELL, Author of ‘* Exeter 
Ball.” Price, $1.25. 


Helvetius; or, The True Meaning of 
the System of Nature. Translated from 
the French. ‘Price, 20 cents. 


Heroines of Freethought. Contain- 
ing Biographical Sketches of Freethought 
female writers. By Mrs. Sarna A. UNDEB- 
woop. Price, $1.75 


Historical Jesus of Nazareth. By 
M. ScuuusinczR, Ph. D., Rabbi of the 
Congregation Anshe Emeth, Albany, 
Now York. Extra cloth, 12mo, 68 pages. 
Price, 75 cents. 


History of Moses, Aaron, Joshua, 
and others, deduced from a review of 
the Bible. Also remarks on the morals 
of the Old and New Testaments, and 
some of the ancient philosophers. By 
J. M. Dorsey. “Price, 75 cents. 


History of the Christian Religion to 
the Year 200. An exhaustive ex- 
amination of the proofs of the authentic- 
ity of the books of the New Testament, 
showing conclusivly that the canonical 
gospels were unknown up to A.D. 170. By 
Judge Omas. B. Warre. 450 pages, 8vo. 
Cloth, $2.25; sheep, $3.50; half morocco, 
$4.00. 2 


History of the Council of Nice, >. 
- 825 with a Life of Constantine the Great, 
y and a general exhibition of the Christian 
religion in the days of the early fathers. 

By Dean Duprey. $1. 


Humanity and the Progress of In- 
térnational Law. By Epwarp W. 
SEARING. 15 cents. 


IE Poety. 


The Village Oracle. 


Beneath the weather-beaten porch 
That shades the village store 

He sits at ease, an aged man 
Of three-score years or more. 

That ample seat for him is placed 
Beside the open door. 


His face is very keen and shrewd, 
And piercing are his eyes, 
As with an air of prophecy 
He scans the cloudy skies; ~ 
And children look with awe on him, 
„For he is weather-wise. i 


And jolly farmers, riding by 
On loads of fragrant hay, " 
Call out, ** Good morning, Uncle Dan !" 
And, ' Will it rain to-day?” 
While boys who would a-fishing go 
Await what he will say. 


“ Wall, ef the wind should change abou 
[They listen eagerly, E 
But he is very slow and ealm, 
For thus should prophets be] 
Mebbe them clouds will bring us rain, 
But I dunno,” says he. 


And ever, as the seasons come, 
And as the seasons go, 

The oracle is asked the signs 
Of Wind, or rain, or snow; 

But still he never hesitates 
To answer, “I dunno!” 


— er 


Gold. 


Man's evil passions gave to gold 

The mighty charm it claims to hold. 
Vice and gold, both hand in hand, 
Receive the homage of the land, 
While simple virtue's honest face 
Can find on earth no resting-place. * 


Saints and sinners fight and pray— 
The prize is gold, gold alway. 

They ask a blessing from above, 
And yet they make their god of love 
Pave the streets of his abode 

With sordid, vile, accursed gold. 


Gold that crowds the church’s aisles, 
Gold that builds sin’s stately piles, 
Gold for love, gold for hate, 

Gold for pride, gold for state, 

Gold for sickness, gold for health, 
Gold for life, gold for death! 


Gold that fires the murderer’s brain, 
Gold that breaks the captiv’s chain, 
Gold that turns young hearts to stone, 
Gold that blights where’er ’tis known, 
Gold to barter, gold to sell, 

Gold for heaven, gold for hell! 


—J. H. Hollins, 
OS 


Book Notices. 


Heres H. GanpENER, My Friend for Free- 
dom: If I could speak the words in my heart 
after reading your new book, ‘‘ Men, Women,. 
and Gods,” which you so thoughtfully and 
kindly sent me, how gladly would I proclaim 
them to the world, with the hope that all the 
jdeals your fancy has pictured, and all the 
good your heart has wished for, might be- 
come realisties. It is not needed that the 
genius of the young womanly woman ‘be 
praised, whose fair hand has showered upon 
the pate of superstition such golden nuggets 
of truth, for it is so emphatically apparent in 
and between the lines that unbiased intelli- 
gence will be delighted and feasted. 

I hav read no work for years with so much 
pleasure and satisfaction. 

“ Historical Facts and Theological Fic- 
tions,” the last lecture in the book, I had the 
pleasure of listening to at the Albany Conven- 

. tion. 

Prior to reading ‘‘Men, Women, and Gods” 
I thought I hated superstition, believed my- 
‘self versed in the so-called sacred writ, and 
alive to its errors and fanaticisms; flattered 
myself that I entertained grand ideals of man 
and his possibilities to an exalted estate on 
earth without the assistance of faith in the 
unknowable; supposed I was in favor of 
every liberty for woman which her advanced 
intelligence could conceive, and her purity of 
heart and purpose could desire; believed I 
saw the necessity of checking the encroach- 

. ments of priestcraft upon mental and physi- 
càlliberty; and I felt that I knew the ethics 
of humanity to be a grander and more com- 
forting a theme to base a religion upon than 
faith in the efficacy of vicarious atonements. 
But now I hav taken a step in advance, and 
feel stronger and happier than before. I 
would that every human being could and 
would understandingly read '*Men, Women, 
&nd Gods." "Very truly, : 

Lucius C. Wesr (** Uncle Lute”). 


Mz. Eprror: I hav just read with much 
satisfaction one of your latest publications, 
“Men, Women, and Gods,” by Miss Helen H. 
Gardener. The introduction by Col. R. G. 
Ingersoll is pointed with facts and rounded 
with grace, and he is there, as everywhere 
else, on,the side of justice and humanity. 
What do women not owe him for the death- 


blows he has dealt their masters—gods, 
priests, and church ? | 

Like him does Miss Gardener launch out 
into the sea of wrongs in which womanhood 
strugeles—reaching out her small but steady 
hand to rescue her sisters from the false edu- 


cation and religion which enslave them. Her. 


stories of the cruelties inflicted on her sex by 


those twin monsters, church and priest, are’ 


horrible enough to open the eyes of-the dead, 
and her statements are backed with proof 
which all intelligent people must accept. Yet 
so dead are many to the physical, mental, and 
spiritual.outrages perpetrated upon. them by 
man that they will not realize their position, 
even when so fully explained. Her state- 
ments are so comprehensiv that her readers 
hav no excuse for stumbling blindfold over 
the world any more. If this brave little 
author could only make the knowledge of the 
truths regarding woman's position fashion- 
able, how rapidly eyesight and understanding 
would improve! For another evil of our false 
education is that fashion must reign though 
reason be stultified. Alas! for the, weakness 
of human nature! We all hav our infirmities, 
but I am thankful that among my own I can- 
not class the Christian superstition. Iam no 
idolater, and worship neither man nor man- 
made gods. 

Miss Gardener's book is peculiarly fascinat- 
ing and brilliant; forcible enough to be mas- 
culip, yet delicate and modest enough to be 
womanly in the truest sense of the word; 
combining sufficient of the male and female 
characteristics to make a perfect success of 
her work. . I am proud of the production be- 
cause it was written by one of my own sex. 
Could 1 hav my wish, every woman in Amer- 
ica should own a copy, and all the clergy 
should hear it read aloud by a woman, just 
before their sermons were delivered. I think 
it would be a great inspiration(?) in. their 
work. Uf ‘ 

I am so pleased myself with ‘Men, 
Women, and Gods” that I fear I hav monop- 
olized too much of your valuable space, but 
my appreciation of Miss Gardener’s work 
must be my excuse: Truly, ' 

Cairo, Ii. "5 AMARALA MARTIN. 

Mr. John E. Remsburg, the well-known 
author and lecturer, of Atchison, has favored 


the Gazetteer with a copy of his new book, 


entitled; ‘‘The Sunday Question.” This is 
the most exhaustiv treatis on the origin and 
history of the Sabbatic idea as applied to the 
observance of one day in seven, especially in 
its application,to the first day of the week, 
that has come under our observation. Most 
of us were taught, when children, that the 
*Sabbath-breaker" was an awful criminal; 


‘to play on Sunday was not to be tolerated. a 


moment, and we would not hav been sur- 


prised to hav seen the boy or girl who did | 


visited by some dire calamity for so grievously 
tempting providence. And yet how few are 
aware that there is no command in the New 
Testament to observe Sunday as a holy or 
even a rest day! To Constantine and the 
pagan priests who preceded him, and sub- 
sequently to the edicts of the Catholic church, 
are we indebted for this custom of resting 
and worshiping on ‘‘ the glorious day of the 
sun.” Paul did not require his followers to 
observe the Jewish Sabbath, which he said 
was done away with under the new dispensa- 
tion, and he knew no Sunday Sabbath. The 
fragments of Jesus’s teachings that hav come 
down to us contain nothing that would in- 
dicate he considered one day any more holy 
than another, while he was an open violator 
of the Jewish Sabbath. There is no question 
about Sunday having been a great holiday 
with all nations whose religion was Sabian in 
its origin. The several days of the week 
were dedicated to the seven planets, Saturday 
to Saturn, Sunday to the sun, Monday to the 
moon, etc., and the evil influences believed 
to emanate from Saturn the Greater Infor- 
tunate, as he was termed, in all’ probability 
gave rise to the custom of refraining from 
all labor on that day. But the subject cannot 
be propery discussed in a brief newspaper 
article. e advise those who wish to pur- 
sue the investigation.to read Mr. Remsburg's 
book. It can be had of the Truth Seeker 
Publishing Company, New York. Price 
25 cents.— Dennison Sunday Gazetteer. . 


* Intellectual Development,” by G. F. 
Rinehart, of Colfax, Ia., is an interesting, 
comprehensiv, and well-written book. Few 
will begin it without reading to the very end 
and wishing for more. 

It commences the childhood of the race and 
follows the intellectual growth of each nation, 
showing the causes why and causes why not. 
It is a thoroughly Materialistic work. Speak- 
ing of the pioneers of human thought, he 
says: ‘‘ Darwin, the true child of Nature, and 
one who knew more about his mother than 
any other child she ever had, has contributed 
more toward an intelligent solution of the 
* whence! of human existence than all other 


hinkers who lived and died. Twenty-two. 


the development of the minds of. humanity 


| The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli- 


| bound, $2; ‘* Heredity,” by, Lorin: 
cloth 


‘years of thoughtful silence was required for. 
the maturity of his'‘ Origin of Species,’ but 
his book stands. He builded better than he 
knew, and to-day his theory of ‘development’ 
has passed into established science. It is 
maintained by every thinker of consequence 
on the globe. The time is near at hand when 
to deny evolution will be as idiotic as to deny 
the rotundity of the earth.” : 
“The doctrin of ‘development’ was ap 
proached by Lucretius. It lingered in the 
dreams of Epicurus. It was a possible 
phantom in the mind ot Bruno. Aristotle 
had proclaimed it, Goethe had attained it, and 
Lamarck, Wolff, Wallace, and Spencer had 
superseded Darwin in its application’ and 
enunciation. Evolution is not new. ‘It is 
just newly established. No one ever brought 
to it the mass of information accumulated by 
Darwin. . : i 
* None had removed it from the realms of 
necessary demonstration to the domain of es- 
tablished science. . 
«The doctrin of evolution is now an estab- 
lished fact: Darwin, Huxley, and Haeckel 
made it so." E ici ` 
Indéed, I hav. marked so much of the book 
as excellent that I hardly know where to stop 
quoting. Yet I must giv a few ideas more, 
showing that matter is all. there is: 
** Creation is the result of the inherent prop- 
erties of matter. Matter and force are one 
and inseparable, and ‘force >is just as much 
& property of matter as form, density, or 
inertia. ^. Mind is molecular motion in 
the brain, or nerve force. Each thought is: 
accompanied bya disturbance and readjust: 
ment of the molecules of the brain." pex 


Ihope friends ‘will order this epitome of 


from the Truth Seeker Company, and scatter 
the books far and wide as an antidote tó the 
theologies and mythologies of the world, as 
well as spiritologies. Price 25c., and, well 
worth it. ELMINA D. SLENKER. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


.cal Works. 
-+ By THOMAS PAINE, . 


“The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, ean” Six copies for 


THE CRISIS. 


By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . . Will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 
ration." 


Price, 35 cents. 


For either of these works, or any of Paine’s 
writings, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


THE RISE OF 


[INTELLECTOAL LIBERTY 


From Thales to Copernicus. 


By FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND, Author of “The 
Reign of the Stoics.” 


“This is a book not only to be read once, but to 
be kept and referred to, and pondered over from 
ear to year. It is a guide-book of Liberalism 
hrough the past centuries prior to 1600, the era of 
Copernicus and Bruno, It does not take the place 
of other histories like Gibbon, Hallam, or Lecky, 
but it makes them intelligible by pointing out the 
white light that has been cast upon the lurid 
clouds of ignorance, superstition, and cruelty, 
from the little stream of Freethought that has 
flowed in its ragged, broken, and obstructed course 
down through the ages which now liv only as our 
realm of Memory and Admonition.” 


Octavo, 458 pp. PRICE; $3.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, - 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 


SUBJECTS : 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM-. 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in English or German. 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. i : 

SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B. Foote. Five volumes, at $1 each, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2. 

SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound, (The fifth 
volume of “Science in Story.") 50 cents. 

HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages. - 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. d 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam- 
phiets). By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, advocating personal and public hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; “Health in the Sun- 
beam,” considering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to gick and well. By mail, 10 cents each. 

-HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). ‘‘TheLaw 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages cloth 

oody, 159 


Ages, 75cents; “The Law of Heredity,” by 
E H. Marsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 
Human Temperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; * Generation before Regen- 
eration,” by Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; ** Re- 
ports of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
1882,” 10 cents; “Third Annual Convention of the 
Institute of Heredity, May 29, 1883,” 10 cents. 

; Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


T 


Advancement of Science. 

- „augural Address of Prof. Joxw TYNDALL, 
delivered before the British Association 
for the Advancement of Science, With 
Portrait and Biographical Sketch. - Also 
containing opinions of Prof. H. Hurnw- 
HOLTZ, and articles of Prof. TYNDALL and 
-Bir Henry TuHowPsoN on prayer. "Price, 
cloth, 50 cents. Inaugural Address alone, 
in paper, 15 cents. . 


Amberley’s Life of Jesus. His Char- 
acter and Doctrins. From the Analysis 
of Religious Belief. By VISCOUNT AMBER- 
LEY. Paper, 35 cents; cloth, 60 cents, 


Chronicles. of Simon Christianus. 
' His Manifold and Wonderful Adventures 
in the Land of Cosmos. ` A new scripture 
. (evidently inspired) discovered by I. N: 
Fimer: From the English. Very Rich. 


Price, 25 cents. ` 


Crimes of Preachers iu the United 
States.: By M. E. Bxrrioes. Shows how 
thick and fast the godly hav fallen from 

. grace. Price, 25 cents. : 


Deity Analyzed and the Devil's De- 


fense. In Six Lectures by Col. 
Joun R. Kerso, A.M. These are nmong 
the ablest lectures ever delivered, and 
should be read by everybody. $1.50. 


Last Will and Testament of Jean 
. Meslier, a curate of a Roman church 
in France, containing the best of his writ- 
ings. 25 cents. j 
Nathaniel Vaughan. A radical novel 
of marked ability. By FrepERIKA Mao- 


DONALD. "404 pages. Price reduced to 
~ . $1.25. ; 


Nature’s Revelations of Character; 
or Physiognomy Illustrated. The 


science of individual traits portrayed by 


the temperaments and features. Ilus- 
trated by 260 wood cuts. By JOSEPH 
Sous, M.D. 650 pages, 8 vo. Cloth, 
$3.00; leather, .00; morocco, gilt 
edges, $4.50. i Le V 
New England and the People up 
^ ‘Phere. . A humorous lecture. By 


Gzorcr E. Macpowarnp. 10 cents. 


Pocket Theology. By Vorramz. Com: 
prising terse, witty, and sarcastic defini- 
tions of the terms used in theology. The 
only edition in English, 25 cents. 

By 


The Legends of the Patriarchs. 
S. Barre-Gourp. $1.50. The Congrega- 
tionalisit, in speaking of it, says: ‘‘ There 


are few Bible readers who hav otatsome  ' 


time wished for just sucha volume. It is 
a thoroughly interesting book, and will 


be seized with avidity by all students oz ` 


the Bible. 
The Martyrdom of Man. Embracing 


the four divisions of War, Religion, Lib- 
erty, and Intellect. A work of rare merit, 
and written in a superior style. 
woop Reape. New edition. 544 pages. 
Price reduced from $3 to $1.75. 


The Old Faith and the New. A Con- 
fession. By Davin FRIEDERICH STRAUSS, 
author of the ‘‘New Life of Jesus,” ete. 
Authorized translation from the sixth 
German edition.. By MATHILDE Burp. 
Two. volumes in one. The translation 
revised and partly rewritten, and pre- 
ceded by an American version of the au- 
thors '*Prefatory. Postscript.” Strauss 
is too well known by the readers of Amer- 
ica to require a single word to be said in 
his praise. Price, $1.50. oe JE 


The Outcast. A deep, finely-written 
Radical story. From the London edition. 
By Winwoop Rrape, author of **Martyr- 
dom of Man.” 30 cents. 


The Pro and Con of Supernatural 
Religion. Both sides fairly and. 
ably presented. By E. E. GurD, ex- 
Universalist clergyman. Paper, 30 cents; 
cloth, 50 cents. : ! 


The Radical Pulpit. Comprising dis- 

' courses of advanced thought. By O. B. 
FroruincuHamM and Farm ADLER, two of 
America’s clearest thinkers. By O. B. 
FnaorHINGHAM: The New Song of Christ- 
mas, The Departed Years, Life as a Test 
of Creed, Apocryphal Books of the New 
Testament, The Sectarian Spirit, ‘The 
American Gentleman, The Language of 
the Old Testament, The Dogma of Hell, 
The Value of the Higher Sentiments, The 
American Lady, The Consolations of Ra- 
iionalism. By Tzrix Aprer: The Ethics 
of the Social Question, Emancipation, 
Lecture at the Second Anniversary of the 
Society for Ethical Culture, Our Leaders, 
‘Hav’ We Still a Religion? Conscience, 
Price, in cloth, $1. 


The Real Blasphemers. By Col. J. 
R. Kerso, A.M. Price, 50 cents. 


Truth Seeker €ollection of Forms, 
Hymns, and Recitations. Con- 
‘taining forms for organizing societies, 
marriage, funeral services, naming of in- 
fants, obituary notices, epitaphs, etc. 
Also 525 Liberal and Spiritualistic hymns’ 
for public meetings, funerals, social gath- 
erings, etc. 
ful recitations for various public occa- 
sions. 6550 pp. Cloth, 75 cents. 


FREETHOUGHT WORKS, 
Published at Tum TaurE Srkkr& Office. 
The In- 


By WiN- - 


To which are added beauti-. 


What Must We Do to Be Saved 


per, 25 cents, : 


The. Christian Religion. 


Ingersoll's Works. 


The Gods.. Paper,'50 cts; cloth, $1 
In five lectures, comprising, “The. Gods,” 
e Humboldt,” “ Thomas Paine,” In 
ity,” and ** Heretics and Heresies.” `; 
The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth; 1: 
Contents: “ The Ghosts,” “Liberty -for’ Man, 
Woman, and Child,” * "Ihe Declaration: of: In- 
dependence,” “About Farming in “Tlinois,” 
“The Grant Banquet,” *' The Kev. Alexander 
Clark,” “The Past Bises before Me. J 
` Dream,” and * A Tribute to Ebon C. Inge 
Some Mistakes of Moses. Pape 
- cloth, $1.25. i 
Interviews on Talmage. Pape 
plain cloth, $1.25. 


By Ri G. 


could be. delivered in two ordinary: lectures, 
. This makes a grand missionary document. 
"Liberals should scatter it generously. i53 ^o^ 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 


Vindication of Thomas Paine from: 


Address on the Civil Rights: 


` 


Bek a 


'.. thinkers’ Convention, 


a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the pditor of the san Vere b^cents; m 
cents per dozen; copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 
Milions of these should be circulated y Free- 

nkers. i s 


the attacks of the New York Observer, b 


ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 10 cents. 


Large size octavo, paper, 15 cents. 


gersoll’s Lectures Complete. : 
ound in one volume. To meet the: demand 
‘for Mr. Ingersoll's works, the publisher has had; 
all his lectures, except the latest on’ “Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over: 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedirn NW 
price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 


Tributes. There hay been go many. 

: applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s “Tribute: to 

is Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “Grant 

. Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over 

“Tittle Harry Miller's Graye,” that-they hav 

been printed on-heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- : 

minated border, and in large, clear type; suita- 

ble for framing, and the four will be. Forwarded 

to any address, prepaid, for $1, or either-one; 
for 25 cents. Pay 


Prose Poems and Selections, This 
_new book isa gem. It is a model in: every; re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besidés' the. cel-: 
ebrated “ Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “ tributes” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but/never. 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments; lectures, . 
‘letters, table-talks, and -to-day conversa- 
tions of the author: Thework is designed for 
and be accepted by admiring friends asa 
rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 
urpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
ac simile, has been repared egpeci, for i. 
' Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half-calf, mottled edges, êle- 
gant library-style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in f. tree 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9..." 
Sent on receipt of price, 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 


Superb photographs, 22x28, $5; panel, 10x17. 
$3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents; card, 20 cts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


a 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works. + 


i : | 

False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. ! 
Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen. ' Asa 

Missionary Document it is unexcelled. 


: r ong 
. the subjects considered by 


Mr. Remsburg are: 


The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, } ' 


showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- | 
itentiaries ; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
Church and the Republic. 


als. Twenty Crimes and, 

Sug loned by Scripture: Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating; Theft and. Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children; Oruelty to Animals ; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy ; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sun ay Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; ‘The 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws. rice, 25 cents; six copies, $1.00. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De. 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash. 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson and Unbeliever 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
b cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts. 


Thomss Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
Jigious and Political Liberty. Tells the stor 
of the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. Choice extracts from ** Common Sense,” 
“ American Crisis,” ‘Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine's 
character from moré than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 


cloth, 75 cents. 
The Apostle o iberty. An address 
: all, before the N. E. Free- 


delivered in Pain 
anuary 29, 1884. Price, 


i8. o 
all the above works address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OQ., 
33 Olinton Place, New York, 


10 cen 
For 


-| PRIGE 25 CENTS. 


Transition from the System of Individual, Prop 
Pnice, $1.0. ' . l 
Published 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
Youth. By Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
stition. he Only. Illustrated Freethinkers' 
Children's Story-Book everissued. 66full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large Hype, hes". 
toned p&per,. broad margins, uminate 

covers; 4t0. 224 pp., bds., $1.25. 


Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
rowne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


B: 
Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 
e Young Folks, By, Miss Susan H. Wixon. 


Second edition. Price; $1.25. This very excel-|' 


lent work for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
Second has been issued ata reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has & 
photograph of .the author which adds very 
much to the value of the volume. E 


Blakeman’s. 200 


Price; 20 cents, 


The Youth’s Liberal Guide. By 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M, Price; $1.00. This 
volume aims at the education of youth in the 
principles of Freethought, at the same time 
that it inculcates moral duties and human 
rights from a standpoint of pure. reason and 
common sense. Address THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. 2 i 


AGNOSTIC 
FOR 1886. 


CHAS. A. WATTS, Editor. 


. QowTENTS: Agnostic Religion, by R. Bithell, 
B.8c., Ph.D.—Shifting the Center of Gravity, by 
A N- Mişoonceptions of Agnosticism, by Charles 
Watts—A Household of Unfaith? by G. M. McC.— 
Is Agnosticism, of Necessity, Anti-Christian ? by 
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Existing Republic; Examination of.the. Objections to. Communism; Methods Troposed for the 
erty to a: System of Collectiv Property; Danger. 


and for sale by the Trüth Seeker Company, 33 Clinton Place, New York City. 


TOLTAIRE’S ROMANCES, 


“CONTENTS :' 


The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.—Zadig; 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princess 


of Babylon.—The 


Man of Forty Crowns. The 


Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Microniegas.— 


The World as it Goes.— 


The Black and the White. 


—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 


With a Chinese.—Plato’s Dream.—A 


Pleasure in 


Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. _- 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid paj er. With 67 
engravings. Price, cloth, bevele oards, $2.00. 
Half calf or half morocco, niarbled edges, $4.00. 
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RUPTURES CUREDA 


myMedicel Compound and Improved 


lastic Sup orter Truss in from 30 to 


95 


‘All. my Liberal friends are reminded that if they 
will:kindly favor me with their orders for holiday 
gifts I will guarantee to undersell any other firm 
or cheerfully refund cash upon return of goods 
(My stock embraces all that is elegant, rich, an 
mew in the market, as well as a full line of good 
medium-grade goods viz., genuin diamond rings. 
ins, e&r-drops, studds, colar buttons, elegan 
iamond-set watches, gold and silver watches of 
every grade, chains, bracelets, gold and best gold- 
plated jewelry. gold pens, gold and Silver headed 
icanes, opera glasses, gold spectacles, solid silver 
and plated ware, plush and art goods, etc., etc., 
y EE d what 18a nicer 
: present for either 
yourlady or gentle- 
man friends than 
one of my latest im- 
proved model badges 
in solid gold, artis- 
tically enameled, in 
three colors? Price, 
$3, $3.50, $4. With 
genuin diamond in 
rising sun, $8 and $10. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN 
Rochelle, Ill. 


ASTANDARD MEDICAL WORK 
For YOUNG & MIDDLE AGED MEN 


Us ONLY 31 BY MAIL, POSTPAID. 
EN,” ii 


/ / 


1A Great Medical Work on Manhood 


|. Exhausted Vitality, Nervous and Physical Debil- 
Hity, Premature Decline in Man, Errors of Youth, 
Hand the untold miseries resulting from indiscre- 
H tion or excesses. book for every man, young; 
B middle-aged, and old. It contains 125 prescriptions 
Nfor: all’. acute and chronic diseases, each one of 
3 which is invaluable. So found by the author, whose 
W experience for 23 years is such as probably never 
Ui before fell to the lot of any physician, 300 pages, 
X bound in beautiful French muslin, embossed cov- 
ers, full gilt, guaranteed to be a finer work in every 
|| sense — mechanical literary, and professional— 
3 than any other work sold in this country for $2.50 
or the money will be refunded in every instance. 
Price, only $1.00 by mail, post, paa Illustrativ 
sample 6 cents. Send now. Gold medal awarded 
the author by the National Medical Association, to 
the president of which, the Hon. P. A. Bissel, and 
associate officers of the Board the reader is respect- 
fully referred. . - 
The Science of Life should be read by the youn 
'for-instruction, and by the afflicted for relief. it 
! will benefit all.—London Lancet., 
| : There is no member of society to whom The 
Science of Life will not be useful, whether youth, 
parent, guardian, instructor, orclergyman.—Argo- 


naut. . i 

Address the Peabody Medical Institute 
H. Parker, No, 4 Bullfinch St., Boston, Mass., who 
may be consulted on all diseases requiring skill 
and experience, Chronic and obstinate diseases 
‘that have baffled the skill of all other), E A physi- 
cians a specialty. Such treated suc 1 k C e88- 
fully, without an instance of fail- 


jure. Mention this paper. 1y14 J H Y $ t L F 


DR. R. P. FELLOWS 


is a regularly educat- 
ed and legally quali- 
fied physician, and 
the most successful 
as his practice w: 
prove. He bas for 
twenty years treated 
exclusivly all diseases 
of the Sexual Organs, 
in the cures of which 
he stands preeminent 
SPERMATORRH@A 
and IMPOTENCY 
as the result of self- 
abuse in youth and 
sexual excesses In ma- 
turer years, causing 
night emissions. by 
dreams, lossof sexual 
; g . power, renderin 

marriage improper and unhappy, etc., are cure 

ermanently by an outside a pplication in sixty 

ays. NO STOMACH MEDICIN USED. | Itis one 
of Dr. Fellows’ valuable discoveries, which is en- 
tirely unknown to the medical profession. It is 
not a catch-penny get m such as a pad, belt, pas- 
tille, nor magne uo appliance, but simply a medi- 
cin to be apphed externally on the parts affected, 
which cures by absorption. Send five 2-cent stamps 
for his * Private Counselor,” giving full informa- 
tion. Address Dr. R. P. Fellows, Vineland, N. J., 
and say where you saw this advertisment. 

N. B.—Dr. Fellows begs leave to say that he is 
an Infidel of the most pronounced character. Bro. 
Liberals, your patronage is solicited. 


The Bile Analyzed. 


John R. Kelso, A.M. 


or Dr.W. 


f 
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CONTENTS : 

The Old Testament.—The New Testament.—The 
Creation.—The Deluge.—The Exodus,—The Mira- 
cles of the Bible.—The Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Bible.—The 
Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 
the Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 


Sayior. 
Crown octavo, 833 pp. . Splendidly executed. Sent 
by mail, post paid. Price, $3.00. 


TRAVELS IN FA'TH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. 
Cloth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office, 


AooorDine to the Hawiiy 
are eight times as many bo 
women. iu : 

A oHUROH in Westfield, Maps., 1 is, ‘giving 
chromos as an inducement for outsiders o: 
attend the evening services. 


Taur bankers and some others are making 
war on the Bland silver dolar because it con- 
tains only .79.50 worth of silver.; 5 -u55 


ALL the theaters in Chicinnati, 0., except 
two were closed last Sunday: through the in- 
tervention of the ‘‘Law and Order League. ws 


Dr. J. M. Gorman, a well-known physician : 


of Nashville, Tenn., cut his:throat last Satur-. 


' day and lay down in bed beside his wife to 


die. 


Tue breaking of a levee on Roberts sland, 
Cal., flooded 35,000 acres of land; 12,000’ ‘ef! 
which was in wheat. The damage . is. resti, 
mated at $600,000. : . 

Four men were hanged at “Warsaw; i in- Rub 
sia, on the 29th of January. Their crime was 
belonging to a society called the. Proletariate, 
which is composed of Socialists.’ m 


Mxwszns of the Salvation Army at Joliet, 


Nl., hav been arrested for. disturbing the | 
They raise the cry of religious ; 


public peace. 
persecution, and receive: some sympathy. - 
Mrs. Bayar, wife of Thomas. F: Bayard, 
secretary of state, died in. Washingtón, ^ ‘Jan. 
81st.. 
her dáughter's sudden death two weeks Ago. 


Ex-Banxer Fisu is out of- the Auburn. 
prison on a vacation, and is stopping in ex-. 


pensiv rooms at the Murray Hill: Hotel.: Hef 


is needed as a witness in a. case soon to. > be: 
tried. ` 

FiRx-ENGINE No. 7 in this city. has a 'diplóina 
in its house showing that it can hitch up and 
get on the way to a fire in 1$ seconds, beating: 
the best records of other engins by, one-half 
of a second. 

Aw absurd bill has been intredriogd into the 
Connecticut legislature, the object: `of- which. 
is to prohibit saloon-keepers ;from ’ having: 
a screen next to the bar to hide pemenn 
from sight from the street. ord a 


Tur Rev. George F. Babbitt, of the Maiden: i 


Universalist church, has decided. that univer- 
sal salvation is a mistake. He has resigned his 
charge and will join some denomination that: 
believes in hell and damnation. 


A OIROULAR, evidently written by Gorsuch 
the Anarchist, was circulated in Chicago last 
week, calling upon workmen to arm them- 
selves to redress insults' which hav been | 
offered the Socialists of that city. 


Ir is intimated from Rome that John J. 
Williams, of Boston, is likely to be created 
Cardinal as well as Mr. Gibbons, of Balti- 
more, so that America will hav two cardinals 
in the place of McClosky, defunct. : 


Tux grand total of the New York Grant 
monument fund at last accounts was $114, 
818.26.. A bill is to be laid befórc the na- 


: tional legislature asking for an appropriation 


of $500,000 for the New York memorial. 


JacoB ScHAEFER, of New York, and Mau- 
rice Vignaux, the French champion, played 
a 8,000-point game of billiards last week for a 
stake of $5,000. Schaefer won the game by 
162 points, and received $1,500 gate money. 


PIERRE LoRiLLARD, the stock-raiser, has an- 
nounced his intention of retiring from the 
turf. In a recent letter in the North American 
Review Mr. Lorillard proclaimed himself the 
workingman’s friend and a modified Socialist. 


Tur Medical Era says that “the water 
drunk by Philadelphians, owing to the pres- 
ence of cemeteries near the river, is a product 
of the rainfall into the Schuylkill, mixed with 
a large proportion of the distillate of the 
bones of their ancestors.” 


Six women and one man were publicly 
baptized amid floating ice in the Schuylkill 


.river at Reading, Pa., on the 80th- ult., by a 


Mennonite preacher. The male convert ac- 
cidentally tripped the minister during the 
service and both went under the icy. water to- 
gether. 

SoME years ago Peter Dwyer, a disreput- 
able citizen, experienced religion and turned 
over a new leaf. Simultaneously: with his 
change of heart he changed wives, deserting 
his own wife and taking another man’s. 
Then he hired a hall and set up as an evan- 
gelist. After numerous escapades with wom- 
en, he has now disappeared and taken with 
him two female members of his flock. 


NS 


Her death was caused. by the shock "of | 


— Quis and ra 


with the following variations’: **Giy us this day 
‘our daily bread, or biscuit. and honey, if you 
please. i 


t THERE are two sides to thé tied qnestion, fel” 
low-workmen,” shouted a póliticál speaker, “and 
my record shows you which side I stand upon.” 
:“ The buttered side,” vociferated: some of his fel- 
low-workmen. 


JonwNx (just after Sunday-schoo)) : * Say, Jack, 
what is a sockdolager?” Jaek: '* Why, don't you 
know? ‘It’s what they. sing jn church when they 
get ready to go home. The minister gets up and 
says, ‘Let us now sing the sockdolager.?” ^ 


ALITTLE girl, aged nine, called her father to her 
bedside the other evening. * Papa,” said the little 
diplomat, “I want to ask your advice.” ** Well, 
.my little dear, what. is it about?” 
think it would be best to giv me on my birthday?” 


PAPA : “Bertie, your mother tells me you Struck 
the little Bird boy on the way home from the Sun- 
day-school to-day.: Now, that was very naughty, 
and if I hear of you doing it again, I shall hav to 
teach you a moral lesson by the use of the rod,” 
Bertie: * But, papa, he tore my new coat.”. Papa :. 
“What! 


him?” . 


The ghost he didn’t yield— 
' Above his heart, and in his bosom pocket, 
A Bible was his shield. 


A marvelous deliverance, and worthy 
Of any poet’s rhyme— 
But just suppose that mortal. had been reading ` 
' His Bible at the time! 


Ir was one of the pastor’s best sermons, and he 
was describing heaven. It was a place of marvel- 
ous; matchless, transcendent beauty, he said. All 
the mansions were of red brick, with solid white 


knobs, and white marble steps, with angels contin- 
ually scrubbing them through all the countless 
ages of eternity. ‘tEloquent preacher,” said the 
stranger in the deacon’s pew, at the close of the 
service. 
said the deacon, “somebody told you.” 


A MINISTER, . , having. taught: his. little.. girl the. 


Lord's Prayer, was surprised to hear her repeat it | Preacher’: 


** What do you | 


.He ruined that $12 coat? Bertie,Iam 
surprised you didn't chastise him severely. "Why | 
didn't you throw your ponte schon book at. 


ONE day a flash of lightning. struck. a ‘mortal; Pc 


hutters, four inches thick, no cornice, brass door | 
i 1 4 i ' That’s my case toa dot! Pm called the wickedest 


* Philadelphia man, ain't he?" “Ah, 


Tug. ; 
‘knowledge; avery effort. man’ kas mate i it the. hr d 
for more "freedom: ‘and less faith, has placed the 
world ahead one-step, and if it has seemingly re- 
lapsed; yet we know by the progress made to-day 
“that it has still gone steadily though slowly on- 
ward toward the goal of universal liberty. —D. M. 
Bennett. ` ; 


Ir onlyipeople would take the trouble of thinking 


Q 
éven Fovoked; "into trying to realize that which ~~ 


‘they. say. they believe; then the foundations of the 
reli 


a HE pirituál Jöadërs of ‘every nätion—obedisnt 
-souls'into. whom the. spirit enters and makes them. 
soh: of God: and prophets—see the meaning which 
‘the ‘popular. ‘notion’ hides; . they expose what is 
‘false, proclaim the.eternal truth, and as their rec- 
-ompense ‘are ‘stoned, exiled, or slain. But the 


1 


m tchof mankind i is over the tombs. of the proph- 


rath is not silenced with Aristotle, nor 
vith. igoras, nor slain with Socrates. 


see an ad ay Parker. 


"LAM not without hope, O judges, that: it is & fa- 
bible circumstance for methat I am condemned 
to die; for one of these two things must necessa- 
{ rily happen; either that death will deprive me en- 
Airely of all senses, or else that by dying I shall go 
from. hence into, some other place. Wherefore, if 
rly extinguished, and if death is 
esp which, is sometimes so undisturbed 
ithout the visions of dreams—in. 
gods! what gain it is to die! 
f days can be imagined which 


WHERE) Y addy. ‘are and beaming tapers join 
‘To-cheer the ‘gloom,: ‘there studious let me.sit 
And hold high converse with the ae dead. 


0; firmly good i in a corrupted state, 
Against the Taige of tyrants single stood, 


be wisest of mankind ! Í 
i: DARE —fhomson’s Seasons. 

Im almost "needléss to observe that no wicked- 
: mess gould ever: justify. punishment without an end, 


‘ 4 ‘that: i8, punishment for punishment’s sake, and 


Ar the: revival. 
never go to & place’ ‘where they’ would not take their 
sisters. Is there'à: Christian young man in the 


&udience who, thinks: he may safely break this wise: | 


rule?” Young: man’ under the gallery. standing up.. 
“And what is this, place, my young . 
friend, which } you ‘think ‘yourself justified in visit- | 


| ing, and yet to' which you. would not ‘éscort your 


sister m Young man: “-‘The barber shop,’ sir.” 


Now the man ‘riseth, up in the morn ing 
And readeth the newspaper - 
With the Florida, advertisment; jt 

.. And he bloweth in 
Ten dollars. 
For orange groves in that sunny clime. - 
Then he goeth to Florida. 
And he meeteth with swamps ; 
Likewise alligators; 

' Moreover snakes ; 
Also malaria ; 
And three-ply desolation gener vd 
And he sayeth to himself, ; 

* Lo, thus early in the morning, .. 0t. 
Even-in the wintry a.m.. 
I truly hav been. 
Sold."—Puck. 


| A OMAN with a grip-sack in his hand halted before . 


a Detroit fruit-stand and priced a choice variety of 
Peaches. When told-that they were twenty cents 
& dozen he whistled to himself, "walked -softly 
around, and finally asked, “Are you a Baptist?” 
“ Hardly.” “Neither am I. I didn’t know but 
that if we belonged to the same denomination you 
would throw off a little. Do you lean on the Meth- 
odists?" :“ Can't say that I do." “Thats my 
gase. Inever did take much stock in the Method- 
ists. Twenty cents a dozeu is an awful price on 
those peaches, considering how tight money is. I 
expect you are a Universalist, eh “No.” **Nei- 
theram I. Can't you say fifteen cents for a dozen 


; of these?" “Hardly.” **Aren't you an Episcopa- 


lian?" “No, sir.” “Neither am I, but I was 
afraid you were. I’ve been a.sort o’ looking you 
over, and Ishouldn't wonder if you trained with 


| the United Brethren. Come now, own up.” “I 


never attend that church," was the steady reply. 
‘Nor do I, either. Say; what are you, anyhow?” 
“Im a hard-baked old .sinner.”. ‘No? Whoop! 


man in Washtenaw county. I knew there was a 
bond of sympathy between us, if we could only 
find it out. Now do you say fifteen cents for a 
dozen?” The fruit-dealef counted them out with- 
out a further objection. 


‘that the creation of human beings whose existence . 
terminated in torture would be itself a far more- 
terrible: crime ‘than: any which the besest of man- 
Lt.—.4 mberley's Analysis. 


AriüoUoE dn: all ‘moral and religious systems 
there i is-a’‘great mixture of important truth; and 
‘although it-is in consequence of this alliance that 
‘errors.and absurdities are enabled to preserve 
"their hold of thé belief, yet it is commonly found 
that in proportion as.an established creed i is com-. 
plicated, inits dogmas and in its ceremonies, and 
in proportion ‘to the: number of accessory ideas: 
which it. has grafted upon the truth; the more dif- 

, ficult it-is for those who hav adopted it in child- 
1 hood to emancipate themselvs completely from its 


; influence ;.and in these cases in which they at last 


succeed, the greater is their danger of abandoning, 
| along with their errors, all the truths which they 
;had been taught to: connect with them.—Dugaild 
Stewart. 

CHRISTIANITY was rather too hard upon the old 
superstitions, even whilst pressing many of: them 
‘into its service. Why should religion be deprived 
forever of the element which the Greek sense of 
beauty contributed to art and poetry? Why 
should our devotions be attenuated with the mea- 


`| ger and repulsiv forms due to the medieval imag- 


ination? Let us hav a judicious eclecticism, such 

as is.already provided in art, where classical and 

medieval revivalisms appear to subsist in friendly 

rivalry. The public mind is already prepared for 

the change, : The popular commonplace is that all 

religions: come to the same thing, though dissev- 

ered by a few external excrescences. The spirit is 

one though its manifestations are many. , A new. 
Eiseniken [bed of peace?] may be proposed with 

more hope of acceptance when theologians hav 

once recognized the. truth, already perceived by: 
the multitude, that, one set of dogmas is. pretty 

much as good as another.—Leslie Stephen. 


‘Iv we reason only from established facts, we 
must conclude that the hypothesis of a golden age, 
a garden of Eden; a perfect condition of man on 
the earth in ancient times, is purely gratuitous. 

The kingdom of heaven is not behind but before 
us. No one can determin, by historical evidence, 
what was the primeval state of the human race, or 
when or where or how mankind, at the command 
of God[(?), came into existence. —Lheodqre Parker. 


. WHATSOEVER thy hand findeth to do, do ‘it with 
thy might; for there is no word, nor device, nor 
knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave. whither show 
goest. — Ecclesiastes tg, 10. 


OR, | those parsons l: I hate "em all,” Bays Mis- 
tress Beatrix, clapping her hands together; “ yes, 
whether they wear cassocks and buckles or beards 
and bare feet. There’s a horrid Irish wretch who 
never misses a Sunday at court, and. who pays me 
compliments there, the horrible man; and if you 
want to know what parsons are, you should see 
his behavior and hear him talk of his own cloth. 
They're all the same, whether they're bishops, or 
bonzes, or Indian fakirs. They try to domineer, 
and they frighten us with kingdom-come; and 
they wear a sanctified air in public and expect us 
to go down on our knees and ask their blessing; 
and they intrigue and they grasp and they back- 
bite and they slander worse than the worst court- 
ier or the wickedest old woman.”—Thackeray’s Es- 
mond. 
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THE EFFECT OF CATHOLICISM UFON THE AZTECS. 


lotes and Clippings. 


InFIDELs are wrong when they assert that 
death ends all. Death does not begin to end 
the Gaines case.—JVew Orleans Picayune. 

Tix Sun notes that the opening by Queen 
Victoria of the eleventh Parliament -of her 
reign is a circumstance a parallel to which 
cannot be found since the time of Henry VI. 


Tux police of Brobklyn stopped a Parnell 

fund concert last Sunday evening by the en- 

. forcement of the law against Sunday theatri- 
cals. The churches gave concerts and shows 
as usual. 

‘Justice Maxon, of a Chicago police court, 
has sued the Rev. Dr. A. E. Kittridge (Pres- 
byterian) for libel, placing the damage at 
$27,000. It is said that the reverend gentle- 
man lied about the justice. ` 

Parson NEWMAN, Grant’s pastor, preached 
in a Methodist pulpit last Sunday evening. 
Thé sly old parson is trying to pass himself 
off as a follower of Wesley, but he will not 
be able to deceive the Rev. Mr. Buckley, 
‘editor of the Advocate. 7 

GENERAL Butter, in a recent talk with a 
reporter, condemned boycotting as a means of 
defense against employers. He had a notion 
that the solution of tlie labor problem would 
depend upon the election of some ‘proper rep- 
resentativ to the presidency,” 

Mz. Poor, professional pope: doing busi- 
mess at the Vatican i in Rome, was last week 
attacked with syncope, which means a tem- 
porary suspension of the action of the heart 
and other functions, and had to be carried to 
his chamber, where he shortly recovered, 


A Mains farmer astonished even the nativs 


| by his ingenuity in keeping warm. ‘On the 


forward part of his sled was rigged a small, 
tight shanty, in which were a comfortéble 
seat and a hot stove. Twosmall holes admit- 
ted the reins, and a pane of glass let him see 
whither he was going. 


CANADIAN lumber-dealers are now glad to 
buy the black walnut fence-rails which farm- 
ers split and used as they would any other 
timber twenty or thirty years ago.. The long 
exposure has seasoned the wood thoroughly, 
and it is valuable as material for chair legs, 
spindles, and other small articles. 


Tug New York Times is authority for: the 
following information: ‘‘ Col. Robert G. In- 
gersoll is to open à law office down in Wall 
street, and New York in all likelihood will be 
his permanent home for many years to come. 
He has established his family on Fifth avenue, 
and in addition to his law practice he is said’ 
to he devoting himself to literary work which 
will be given to the public before long in the 
form of à good: -sized volume, His theme is 
kept.a secret, only friends being able to con- 
jecture the subject.” — 


AN anti-treating bill has passed one branch 
of the Washington territory legislature, It 
prohibits any person from treating or enter- 
taining ‘‘gratuitously.any other person or 
persons to or with spirituous or malt liquors; 
wine or cider, or any other beverage what- 
ever, in any publie barroom, saloon, beer 
hal or grocery in this territory, or in any 
other public place of resort and amusement." 
The penalty is a fine of not less than $5 or 
more than $25, or imprisonment not less than 
five or more than twenty days, or both. 


Tur pope considers that England has not | of God. Unsectarianism would crystallize 


behaved well to him in the matter of estab- 
lishing diplomatic relations with the Vatican. 
It is'a matter for query to the general reader 
why there should be any relations between a 
political government and a religious hier- 
archy anyway. The pope has what would in 
the slang phrase be called a terrible ‘‘ gall." 


Tue bronze statue of Daniel Webster to be 
presented to the state of New Hampshire by 
Benjamin P. Cheney, of Boston, will soon ar- 
rive in Concord. It is eight feet high and 
made of Munich bronze. The dedicatory ex- 
ercises will take place on June 17th, the Bun- 
ker Hill anniversary, and President Bartlett 
of Dartmouth College will deliver the oration. 
President Cleveland and Cabinet, members of 
Congress, and state:gavernors will be invited. 


A FATHER had been lecturing his young 
hopeful upon the evils of staying out late at 


J night and getting up late in the morning. 


"You never will amount to anything,” he 
continued, ** unless you turn over a new leaf. 
Remember that the early bird catches the 
worm," **How about the worm, father," in- 
quired the young man, “wasn’t he rather 
foolish $ö get up so early?" 
plied the old man solemnly, '*that worm hadn't 
heen to bed at all. He was on his way home.” 


* Wnar Place Should Religion Hav in the 
Colleges?" was discussed one evening last 
week before Mr. Courtlandt Palmer’s Nine- 
teenth Century Club by President Eliot of 
Harvard College and President McCosh of 
Princeton College. President Eliot thought 
they should be either without religious teach- 
ing or wholly unsectarian. President Mc- 
Cosh thought it was of vital importance that 
young men should be trained in a knowledge 


** My son," re- 


into Agnosticism. 


A- DISPATOH from Montreal to the World of 
this eity givs an account of the funeral of 
Joseph Doutre, the celebrated advocate. The 
funeral occurred on the 6th inst. 'The dis- 
pateh says: “Joseph Doutre, the man whose 
fearlessness in the celebrated Gnibord case 
made him famous the world over as an ad- 
vocate, was buried quietly to-day in the Prot-. 
estant cemetery, ‘behind old: Mount Royal.” 
With the eccentricity of & profound Free- 
thinker he had bequeathed his body for the 
interests of science to the medical branch of 
McGill University, but this was.ignored by 
request of his widow, and with the full con- 
sent of the college authorities. The body 
was followed to the grave by Freethinking 
members of the learned societies and personal 
friends. No religions ceremony was held. 
This remarkable man was the son of a beadle 
of the Notre Dame Cathedral, and educated 
for a priest. But his mind drifted into Liber- 
alism, and he joined the bar, where he soon 
gained distinction. He fought the influence 
of clergy in elections and secured the aboli- 
tion of feudal tenure ‘x thc Province. His 
fame rests on the well-known Guibord ease. 
With Joseph Guibord and many others 
Doutre belonged toa Freethinking club called 
the Institute Canadien. It was ordered by 
the church to destroy its heretical library, 
and when Guibord died he was refused burial 
in consecrated ground. Doutre fought the 
case at the Vatican and in England, and com- 
pelled the church to giv Christian sepulture 
to his friend. He died, as he had lived, 
a Freethinker, declining all overtures of the 
church.” 
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Communications. 


An Examination of Church History. 
BEING LETTERS TO A CATHOLIC.—Iv. 

I do not think it is worth while to go.into your 
New Testament evidence. It has been written up so 
frequently that it has become almost an eyesore. 
You see, my friend, the difficulty lies in the fact that 
your religion is founded on a dream, and is sup- 
ported by innumerable dreams. Your catechism tells 
you not to believe in them, for it is sinful; yet, if 
Mary had not dreamed, she might hav thought Jo- 
seph the father of Jesus; much misery would hav 
been spared the world; you and I would hav been 
the best of friends, and I would hav been saved 
many days of hard work looking up your authorities. 
But Mary’s unfortunate dream has upset everything. 
If she had been directed in her dream to select the 
proper parties to record her son’s doings, much 
trouble might hav been avoided. Just look at the 
simple recital of a woman anointing Jesus—the evan- 
gelists hav so mixed matters that whole libraries hav 
been written to support the hypothesis of Jerome 
“ that it was the same woman who anointed his head 
and feet.” Look at the simple story of his entry into 
Jerusalem—it is such a tangled web that all your 
commentators hav been unable to determin whether 
he rode on the ass or her colt, or on both, and hav 
compromised by declaring that “he first mounted 
one and then the other.” 

These ignoramuses of evangelists even claimed that 
Jesus declared that Moses and the prophets:had tes- 
tified of him. But, says one of your commentators, 
in despair, “ Since the evangelists did not think it 
necessary to giv a precise account or deduction of the 
several prophecies which were alleged by.him in proof 
of that declaration, it is sufficient to take it just as 
we find it, as being true in general.” But what are 
we poor Infidels, lacking. the eye of faith, going to 
do? Even your own Grotius, whose authority you 
cannot question, remarks, * When the evangelists cite 
the prophets in this loose and general manner, it fre- 
quently indicates a sense picked up from many sepa- 
rate passages, rather than from any single text.” 
Now, if you will allow me as much latitude, nay, only 
a tithe of it, PU agree to take any 300-paged book, 
written on any subject, and prove conclusivly the 
existence of one, three, or a million gods, or none. 

The difficulty is that you stick too closely to that 
romancer Matthew. He commenced wrong. The 
idea of placing Jesus’s birthday in'a rainy month and 
calling a lot of herdsmen as witnesses! He should 
hav remembered that the cattle had been housed for 
nearly two months. Why didn’t the Virgin post 
him? She was there when Jesus was born, and knew 
all about it. Then, the year should hav been defi- 
nitly determined upon, for we are skirmishing from 
4 pc.toa.p.15. Then Luke must mix up matters, 
contradict Matthew, and say he was born in a man- 
ger and not in the house, and that unfortunate Ter- 
tullian comes right in on top of them and says it was 
a cave and that the mysteries of Adonis were prac- 
ticed there even during his time (4.». 200) in honor 
of Jesus. Then they mixed his genealogy—one giv- 
ing the mother's and the other the father's family tree. 
And then that unlucky Matthew comes in again and 
says he was born during the reign of? Herod, know- 
ing very well, as he was inspired, that Luke would 
say that it was when Cyrenius was governor of Syria, 
and Cyrenius was not governor until ten years after 
the death of Herod. No contemporaneous historian 
mentioned the “slaughter of the innocents,” not even 
Tacitus, “who had stamped the crimes of despots 
with the brand of reprobation." 

Then, again, he was not well advertised, for Justin 
Martyr had to remark, “ Whilst our Lord's miracles 
are preserved by tradition alone, those of Apollonius 


of Tyana are most numerous, and actually mani- 


Jested in present facts, so as to lead astray all be- 
holders." Even Simon Magnus had a good manager, 
and his show paid, and the people erected a statue to 
him. But I blame Matthew more for finishing up as 
he did. He had no originality. In this business 
originality almost always leads to success. The scene 
on Calvary was all right as far as it went, but the 
attendant wonders—there is the]. trouble. They 
were a blank to the outside world, though every 
ordinary convulsion of nature was duly chron- 
icled. The darkness was not original, as Virgil 
claimed that it happened at the death of Julius 
Cesar. The Hindoo, Persian, and Egyptian sav- 
iors all went to hell, and Horace claimed the 
same for Mercury. Then, the ascension into heaven 
was an old affair, as it had been accredited to 
Zoroaster, Esculapius, and others, and Jerome says 
that even in his time the pagans celebrated the resur- 
rection of Adonis. 

I tell you, my friend, Matthewis to blame. Under 
pretense that Jesus’s birthplace had been foretold, 
he romances again, and says: “ He came and dwelt 
in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken by the prophets—He shall be 
‘called a Nazarene.” How careless this was; an in- 
habitant of Nazareth is not a Nazarene, and there is 


| no such prophecy in the Old Testament ; and in con- 


sequence your church is obliged to come out and say: 
* Either Matthew's memory failed him in the recital, 
or he cited it imperfectly. or inaccurately, on purpose 
to reprove the scribes and pharisees for the same 
loose and negligent method of interpreting the scrip- 
tures, in which they had frequently indulged them- 
selvs.” So this little joke of Matthew has caused 
serious trouble. If I had been writing that story I 
would hav been in dead earnest all the time. 

Look at Peter and Paul. 'They can't keep their 
little quarrels to one another, but must blazon them 


to the whole world. The result is that both had to’ 


admit themselvs to be untruthful; if the quarrel had 
ended there it would hav been all right, but Paul 
must get wrathy and directly charge Peter with 
lying. Peter, remembering the cock story, very 
wisely kept quiet. The whole affair might hav died 
out if-St. Clement had not raked it up, and said it 
was not our Peter but some other Peter. This 
called Jerome and Chrysostom on the scene, and, for 
the first time in his life, Jerome agreed with someone 
else. They declared that the quarrel was “wholly 
feigned and dissembled," because by this means 


Peter, could “insinuate himself into the favor and 


esteem of the Jews, and thus'the more easily draw 
them to God," This was very rational explanation 
and suited everybody till another unfortunate slip 
being made, some busybody attracted the attention of 
St. Augustine to it. The saint was at that time busy 
writing his “De Civitate Dei,” and he hastily wrote 
an opinion, justifying it as “useful and seasonable 
lying.” 

You sée, my friend, all the early fathers being in- 
spired and in daily communion with the godhead, 
felt so sure they were right that they taught all their 
converts that they had “nothing to do with curiosity 
or inquiry, but when they had once become believers 
their sole business was to believe on.” And this be- 


‘came so engrafted on your system that even the re- 


formers, Protestants if you like, found it absolutely 
necessary to couple it with their reformed system. 
Only a short time ago Rev. Dr. Cuyler was reported 
to hav said ina Baptist minister's convention: “ Breth- 
ren, if we hav any doubts keep them for the study; 
don’t bring them into the pulpit. There are many 
things we do not comprehend. Who can compre- 
hend the trinity? Who doubts it? I do not under- 
stand it, but I believe it. . People say, ‘Do you 
preach that which you do not understand? , Cer- 
tainly I do. I preach incarnation; I do not under- 
stand it, but I believe it.” Now, if the doctor be cor- 
rectly reported, I personally hav no objection to his 
continuing on his present line. It is, I think, the 
natural outcome of the situation caused by the teach- 
ings of the early fathers, and he is at least honest in 
his declaration. And if he chooses to preach on a 
subject concerning which he knows nothing, and 
people are willing to pay. to hear him, that is their 
business, not mine. But I started to.make a com- 
parison. Now, none of your early writers claims to 
hav seen Jesus, and their testimony, if you are in- 
clined to value it, is at the best but hearsay evidence. 
Their character for truthfulness is summed up by 
that celebrated ecclesiastical historian, Dr. Mosheim, 
when he says: “The reader will find them all, with- 
out exception, disposed to deceive and lie whenever 
the interests of religion require it.” 

So the testimony of your early saints in regard to 
the existence of Jesus would be just as valuable to 
me as would be the testimony of the Rev. Dr. Cuyler 
on the incarnation. 

In my next I willreview your remarks about the 
Council of Trent. Yours truly, McAnrraur. 

. ooo 


What is the Matter? 


One man cries silver; another, no silver; a third, 
more currency; a fourth, protectiv tariff; a fifth, 
more protection; a sixth, eight hours, higher wages; 
a seventh, sees all our troubles in the usury on 
money, bonds, etc.; while the eighth cries, “ Rent, 
rent, rent is the underlying secret." Well, all can't be 
right. As to rent, land is cheap, squatters abound, 
and suffer with the rest of us; as to currency, the 
hardest times known hav been felt where money 
was so superabounding you could pickitup. And 
where money fails its place is taken by bonds, checks, 
drafts, credits, orders, clearing-houses, ete., which do 
money’s work, just as a rock or bit of iron will do 
the hammer’s work. So all this blather about money 


and lands in our country is blatherskite. Granted, 


that restrictions in trade cause regular crises; that 
specie basis is monopoly of money, and makes us the 
serfs of a money power; but we might be well-fed, 
comfortable serfs, and should be, here, in such a new 
nation, where land is so abundant and cheap. 

No. There is an underlying cause. Our case is 
not little crowded. England's.or Germany's. It is 
more like Ireland's, inasmucl: as about all the surplus 
earned by labor is slowly absorbed by absentees, who 
never redistribute, save at distant points. 

Our railway system is controled by able men, but 
you shall find that about all the improvements in it 
are toward taking more from us, tempting or com- 
peling us to more use. Very different from the 


postal service, or even the street railway service.. ` 


Pools are.made, palace cars, and Mann boudoirs, etc., 


but no reduction within the easy reach of the vast S. 


masses, women and children. 
Had the post-office service grown to its present 
proportion and necessity with dear postage, what 


should we do? Yet the need of using the railroad : 
and telegraph presses more and more on our more : 
common life. The very men who work on the roads . 


finally spend most of their wages traveling. The 
country people take the purchase money for seed to 


pay railroad fare on some desired journey, and ho dis- — . 7 


tribution, to speak of, occurs. If so, if I tell facts, 

any fool could infer consequences. It’s a running 

sore, and “gets no better, fast." | Horr. ~ 
+ 


Freethought in Australasia. 


The struggle for liberty has advanced another stage. 


in the backward colony of Victoria.. One point hav 
the bigots lost; one point hav the Freethinkers 


'gained—and that is the right to charge for admission 


to their Sunday lectures. For many months past a 
series of prosecutions hav been pending against Mv; 
Joseph Symes for lecturing at the Melbourne Hall of 
Science on Sunday evenings, upon which occasions 
charges had been demanded for admission. One 
method after another. had been tried by the advocates 
of existing myths to put a stop to the utterances of 
the Freethought lecturers, but each had signally 


failed, and .the would-be inquisitors, driven to des-. 


peration, appealed to the government, by means of 
their newspapers and deputations, to extend its 
mighty power in helping to stamp out that unbeara- 
ble menace to superstition, the free expression of 
opinions. The result was that Mr. Symes has been 
attending the police court and the Supreme court to 
answer the charges against him, witnesses pro and 
con hav been called and re-called, the case has been 
heard and re-heard, and thelawyers paid and re-paid. 
And all for what, or rather, with what result? Sim- 
ply that our most arbitrary and tyrannical govern 
ment has been driven to make the humiliating admis- 
sion that it i$ unable to obtain a conviction because 


a jury cannot, be obtained which will agree upon it. : 


Twice has the case come before the Supreme court ; 
twice has a jury of twelve men been locked up for six 
hours to find a verdict; and twice hav the persuasiv 
powers of Mr. Symes prevented them from coming 
to a unanimous decision in the matter. A third trial 
had been called for, but the authorities hav formally 
announced that it will not take place, and Mr. Symes 
is at liberty to carry on the same system as hitherto. 
This is a great victory to achieve in our slavish com- 


munity, and although it has not yet affected any of : 


the institutions except the Hall of Science, it. will 
‘probably not be long before it is taken advantage of 


by others; and before long Melbourne may, like Syd- . 


ney, hav five or six Freethought lectures running 


each Sunday, instead. of one, or at most two, as at 


present. 
In the fight for the freedom of the press, Mr. 


Symes has not been so successful as in the fight for  ; 


the freedom of the platform. The jury had found a 
verdict against him for neglecting to find the £600 
securities against “ blasphemy " and sedition " as re- 
quired by the act, the penalty being fixed at £25. 
The full court, to whom several technical points had 
been reserved for consideration, decided against the 
defendant, thus making the verdict of the jury hold 
good, and Mr. Symes, from a legal point of view, 


indebted to the government to the amount of £25.. 


This he said he had no intention of paying, and he 
has kept to his word. On the 9th inst. he received 
an official memorandum from the crown solicitor ask- 
ing him to forward the amount, together with an ad- 
ditional sum of £100, 19s, 5d., for costs of the 
action, to which he sent a polite reply, giving an ac- 
count of his estate, which he told them he had kept 
as near zero as possible “Don’t you wish you may 
get it?” said he, and he concluded the note with this 
significant postscript: “TU pay the money at the 
resurrection if you and your clerical masters care to 
demand it." And there the matter stands. 
Melbourne has been fortunate during the last few 
weeks. It has actually had two theaters open each 
Sunday night for the delivery of Freethought lect- 


ures. This addition has been made by Dr. J. L. | 


York; who has just paid his promised visit to Mel- 
bourne, and delivered his four lectures: ‘The 
Science of Life; or, How to Be Happy;” “ Individ- 
uality, Love, and Marriage;" “Thomas Paine and 
Jesus of Nazareth as Saviors of the World;" and 
* fomanism vs. Reason; or, the Auricular Confes- 
sion" He alsolectured on Christmas night, in the 
middle of a sacred concert, upon “The Reign of the 
Common People.” Dr. York's lectures hav been very 
well patronized by the Melbourne publie, and his 
jocular style, his merry mood, and his “ Yankeeisms,” 


hav attracted the sympathies of many of his hearers , 


who would be repelled by the bitter, earnest language 
of Mr. Symes. In fact, Dr. York might be summed 
up as a Freethinking Optimist, and Mr. Symes as a 
Freethinking Pessimist—such, at least, is my opin- 
ion. Dr. York, however, has not planted his foot in 
congenial soil in visiting Melbourne—Liberalism not 


. successful. 


.tioned against redelivering the lecture. 
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: yet having been transplanted to these shores. The 


religious characteristic of Victorian. society is that it 
is split up into clearly defined and rigid sects—Chris- 
tian, Spiritualistic, or Secularistic as the case may be 
—and the result is that those who cherish Liberal 


' principles as of superior import to their own particular 
` opinions are isolated and rarely known to one an-: 


other, and toleration is scarcely ever'dreamed of. 
This Dr. York proposes to remedy as soon as pos- 
sible by starting on a sound basis a Liberal‘ associa- 


2 _ tion of. Victoria, somewhat similar to the one at pres- 


ent existing in New South Wales. 


Mr. Symes has temporarily discontinued his series |. 


of lectures in Melbourne; his many legal struggles 
hav necessitated his taking a holiday for a few weeks. 
In the mean time the Hall of Science platform will be 


.., filled by Mr. W. W. Collins in his stead. This gen- 


tleman, who made his debut in Melbourne on Sunday 
last, has come out to Australia under engagement to 
a syndicate of Freethinkers in New South Wales. 
He brings with him a good reputation, together with 
the special recommendation of Mr. Charles Brad- 
laugh. The theater was packed to hear his opening 
lecture, which.was keenly appreciated by his hearers. 

Mr. Charles Bright has introduced a novelty into 
Freethought lecturing by bringing the magic lantern 
to its aid. He has been delivering a series of lectures 
in Sydney, New South Wales, upon “The Gods and 


Goddesses of the World,” freely illustrating them 


with dissolving views. The lectures hav met with a 
fair measure of success, and are shortly to be re- 
peated in Melbourne: 

Mr. Thomas Walker, who has so long held the 
boards in Sydney, has now taken a trip to New Zea- 
hind on a lecturing tour, which promises to be very 
The prosecution against him for lectur- 
ing, when in Sydney, upon Malthusianism, and illus- 
trating the same with physiological and anatomical 
diagrums, terminated in his acquittal owing to some 
technical inaccuracy in'the summons, He was cau- 
He. has 
stated, however, that he intends to re-deliver it, not 


: only in Sydney, but in New Zealand also. 
"C In my last letter I told you that a Freethought 


hall company. had been started in Melbourne, with a 
proposed capital of £25,000. This, however, appears 
to hav been premature, nothing further having been 


heard of it beyond the preliminary meeting at which 
, & provisional directorate was formed, and a number 


of shares called for. Steps hav been taken in à some- 
what similar direction, however, the Australian Sec- 
ular Association having just purchased a piece of 
ground (situated in one of the suburbs of Melbourne, 


and at a very short distance from the city) on which 


it is proposed to build the long-looked-for Free- 
thought hall—the land alone costing about $16,000 
of your money. 

. There are two obituary: notices to chronicle, and 
both aré of a literary character. The first is the de- 


. cease of the admirable Wanganui (N. Z.) paper, the 


Freethought Review, and the other is the same, or a 
similar, fate which has befallen the Melbourne Uni- 
tarian organ, Modern Thought. The latter has gone 
to its grave in hopes of a resurrection in a few 


‘months, but there is little to warrant the realization 


of such a hope. 

The other new venture in the Freethought period- 
ical line, the Rationalist, of Auckland (N. Z.) is pro- 
gressing wonderfully. Its circulation and influence 
are rapidly on the increase; it has started a plant 


“and machinery of its own; and it has floated a limited 


liability company with a capital of £2,000 (nearly 
$10,000) to run it. The company, which is entitled 
the “ Rationalist Newspaper Company, Limited,” is 
to take full possession of the paper and plant and all 
connected with it during the present month. It is 
proposed to send agents and canvassers for advertis- 
ments all over New Zealand, and to enlarge the pa- 
per at an early date. ; 

A subscription has been started in Australia in aid 
of the fund for the Bruno statue at Rome, but un- 
fortunately the time is too limited, and “funds” are 
far too numerous, owing to recent prosecutions, to 
admit of a large amount being raised. The amount 
collected up to the present time amounts to about 
$30, but probably a lot more will come to hand at 
the last moment. Mr. Symes lectured on “ Giordano 
Bruno, the Atheist Martyr,” a few weeks ago. The 
lecture, which was most opportune, was one of the 
most instructiv and most telling that has been heard 
in Melbourne for some time. 

It is needless to say that the politicians are as busy 


‘as ever botching and manufacturing laws, and the 
. officials equally as busy in putting them into practice. 


Some little interest was caused in Melbourne a few 
weeks ago when it was learned that the custom-house 
authorities had seized a case of books and pamphlets 
which were being imported by Mr. Terry, of this city, 
from the Truth Seeker Company. Objection was 


taken to “An Open Letter to Jesus Christ,” by D. 


M. Bennett, and the report of the “Trial of. D. M. 


,Bennett” for sending “objectionable” matter through 


the mails. Consequently the whole: shipment was 
seized, and would hav been confiscated (as were the 
Freethinkers some time ago in this “free country”) 


had not. Mr. Terry severely protested both by letters 
to the press, and letters to the authorities. The re- 
sult was that the whole case was delivered up to him, 
with the exception of the two books I hav named, 
and the volume of Truth Seeker Tracts containing 
the “Open Letter" . i 

And once more sending you my best wishes, be- 
lieve me, Yours sincerely, D. A. ANDRADE. 

South Yarra, Melbourne, Dec. 28, 1885. 


j 
The Day We Celebrate. 
IN CHICAGO. 


The Chieago Secular Union, with its customary 
enthusiasm, suitably commemorated the anniverrary 
of him to whom America owes her greatest debt of 
gratitude, Thomas Paine, on Friday last. l 

A literary and musical program of an exceptionally 
high order had been arranged, and everything passed 
off to the satisfaction of the most critical and exacting. 

Our president’s brief opening address was in 
Orchardson’s happiest mood. Miss K. Shaunessy, 
who presided at the piano, is the most artistic pianist 
I hav heard in this center of musical culture, and in 
the duet performance, "The Mocking Birk,” her accom-. 
plished pupil, Lizzie Blunt, gave evidence of unusual 
capacity. : 

The oration by Mrs. A..M. Freeman®proves this 
lady's limitless capacity. Few, after ajtriumph of 
a year ago, would attempt another jtribute, on 
the same subject, for fear of repetition, neverthe- 
less, her last apostrophe was more than eulogy, 
expressed more than vindication—it was a brilliant 
piece of retributiv justice, almost an apotheosis. La 
Rochefaucauld says, ** True eloquence consists in say- 
ing all that is necessary, and nothing but what is nec- 
essary.” This seems to be the secret of Mrs. Free- 
man's splendid success. 

Professor Scully, formerly of the Illinois Institute 
of Elocution, rendered the “Closet Scene from 
Hamlet" in & manner that would make Booth or 
Irving envious. Chicago's great baritone, J. H. 
Rogers, sang “The White Squall” in surpassing 
style, both as to compass and vocalization. “Too 
late for the Train,” by Miss Bessie Allen, whom 
Professor Lyman has had in training for years, and 
whom he considers his most successful pupil, was 
given in ah inimitable style, and scored an encore. A. 
D. O'Neill, Jr., sang the “Old Rustic Bridge by the 
Mill,” in a most acceptable manner. Oliver Wendell 
Holmes’s *How the Old Horse Won the Bet” was 
the difficult selection Mrs. Josephine Tarbell gave 
with extraordinary elocutionary power, which is not 
surprising when we learn that this lady, now study- 
ing for the stage, has already received flattering 
offers from Lawrence Barrett and other leaders of 
dramatic art. 

An original poem by our secretary, Ella Le Page, 
proved a palpable hit, and her cultured yet naive de- 
livery an agreeable surprise. The poem deals with 
the doubts and fears a lady of orthodox proclivities 
experiences while listening to Freethought lectures 
and debates, and which she communicates to her 
* John” with much foreboding. It bristles with 
irony, sarcasm, and humor, and should be published 
for use at Secular celebrations. The entertainment 
concluded with a song by little Bebee Smith, a young 
prodigy, who was enthusiastically encored. 

The floor was then cleared for dancing. Several 
Secularists, known chiefly for forensic eloquence or 
profound research of philosophic subjects, found 
“ gurcease from sorrow” over suffering and supersti- 
tious humanity by shaking their heels with unalloyed 
happiness till early in’ the morning. The tendency 
of Freethought -is to make old men young again in 
the enjoyment of happiness, and young men old in 
knowledge and experience. All endeavored not only 
to enjoy themselvs but to make their neighbors par- 
ticipants in the joy that was unconfined. 

To the arduous labors of Mr. A. M. Freeman is 
largely due the success this anniversary proved. 
And allow me to acknowledge the debt we owe 
Messrs. E. S. McLeod, A. D. O'Neil, Chas. A. 
Fraenkel, Annie Foster, and L. H. Sawyer, also of 
the Entertainment committee. That they may not 
grow weary in well-doing is the earnest hope of 

: E. A. STEVENS. 


IN PHILADELPHIA. 


The one hundred .and forty-ninth anniversary 
of the birth of Thomas Paine was celebrated by 
Friendship Liberal League and Friendship Liberal 
League, No. 257, two distinct organizations. The 
exercises under the auspices of Friendship Liberal 
League were held in.Memorial Hall, corner of Ninth 
street and Girard avenue. The room was prettily 
decorated with flags, pictures, etc. On the wall 
back of the speakers’ platform hung an oil painting 
of Paine, flanked on either side by portraits of George 
Washington and Benjamin Franklin. The three 
pictures were inclosed by two columns, surmounted 
by an arch, all made out of different colored tissue 
paper, fastened to the wall. The arch had inscribed 
upon it in gilt letters the motto: “The world is my 
country; to do good my religion.” A plaster cast 


P 


assisted 


bust of Paine stood upon a pedestal in front of the 


platform. 


In the afternoon the exercises included instru- 


mental and vocal music, an oration by C. H. Osgood, 
president of the League, and recitations by Mr. 
Maltby and Mrs. L. Zane. 
were oxations by J. Philips and J. C. Hannon. 


In the evening there 


J. C.:Hannon acted as master of cermonies, being 
@y a committee comprising Wm. H. Bishop, 
C. H. Osgood, C. A. Rice, and C. W. Tweedy. About 


half-past five o’clock supper was served in. another 
portion of the Memorial Hall building. 


The members of Friendship Liberal League, No. 
257, conducted their exercises at Industrial Hall, 
Broad, near Vine street, with the president, E. B. 
Riley, presiding.. The room was appropriately deco- 


rated, Portraits of Henry George, D. M. Bennett, 
8nd others were hung on the walls. 


A picture of 
Thomas Paine hung behind the platform, and was 
surrounded by flags. Above it was the inscription, 
“The world is my conntry; to do good my religion. 
The author-hero Thomas: Paine.” Under the pict- 
ures of Bennett and Ingersoll were other inscriptions. 

. The afternoon exercises were opened by the presi- 
dent, who made an address, in which he alluded to 
Paine, and explained the nature of the League, which 


had, he said, “no positiv religious opinion, but ac- 


cepted all thoughts that were built upon reason.” 
The program included vocal and instrumental music, 
addresses by J. Wesley Shaw, James Buckle, and 


Damon Y. Kilgore, and recitations by Mr. Kershaw, 


R. Jauncey, and H. V. Hetzel. 

The evening program consisted of music, addresses 
by C. M. Read, Mrs. Rhoades, and the president, and 
recitations by Wm. Barrows and others. 


THE CELEBRATION IN MILWAUKEEE, WIS. 


The anniversary of the birth of Thomas Paine was cele- . 
brated at South Side Turner Hall on the evening of the 29th 
ult. About three hundred persons, including many ladies, 
listened to three orators and a number of declaimers. Music 
was furnished by Duncker's band, and the Socialistic male . 
chorus sang two songs. . 

Robert Schilling was the president of the evening. Among 
thirteen vice-presidents on the stage were four ladies. Mr. 
Schilling made a few remarks, and then introduced T. W. 
Williams. In the course of his remarks, the latter said: 

** In 1776, after the battles of Lexington and Bunker Hill, 
four of the masterspirits of the movement had met together 
to determin upon what course to pursue. John Adams, 
Benjamin Rush, Benjamin Franklin, and George Washing- 
ton were the four who held the destiny of this continent in 
their hands. Franklin was the first to.speak. ‘ What is to 
be the end of this? he asked. ‘Is it to obtain justice of - 
Great Britain, to change the ministry, or to reduce the taxes? 
Or is it for——.’ Here he pauz‘d, not daring to complete 
the sentence. At this critical(:.oment Thomas Paine, born 
in England, was introduced. He understood the cause of the 
doubt and gloom which lay like an incubus upon all present, 
and, rising to his feet, broke the silence with this startling 
announcenient: ‘ Gentlemen, these states of America must 
must be independent of England! That is the only solution 
of this question!’ He had voiced a sentiment which all felt, 
but none had dared to utter.\.The spell was broken. The 
words acted like an electric shock. All sprang to their feet 
'as if ready to cry ‘ treason, treason!’ but the words were not 
uttered, and Thomas Paine proceeded to paint the glorious 
destiny of America. George Washington was the first to 
spring forward end grasp both his hands and entreat him to 
publish his views in book form. We celebrate the 149th 
anniversary of his birth to-day. : 

** Tt must not be inferred that Tom Paine was content with 
writing in defense of civil rights; every stroke of his pen 
was supplemented by one with the sword, and what he 
wrote in ink he was ready to seal with his blood. He was 
not only the author of the Revolution, but served in the army 
during the whole war of Independencc. He stood the ac- 
knowledged leader of American statesmanship. The tribute 
of his greatest enemy was in these words: ' The cannon of 
Washington was not more formidable to the British than the 
pen of the author of ** Common Sense.”’ 

* Paine was by no means so far advanced as the majority 
of eminent thinkers of to-day whose religious views are 
scarcely inquired into. Even after he had written his “Age 
of Reason’ he delivered a discourse which would not hav 
done discredit to an orthodox minister. As to his averred 
recantation on his death-bed, it is simply an invention. So 
far as he had any religion, he was a Deist. He was mortal 
and had his faults like other men, but these we prefer to for- 
get and remember only the good he did. He has lain in the 
grave for seventy-five years, but in the productions of his 
matchless pen he will still liv and exert an influence upon the 
world when it has forgotten that his defamers ever existed." 

C. Hermann Boppe, of the Freidenker, said that Thomas 
Paine did not as yet occupy the place in American history 
that his genius and services entitled him to. He compared 
the names of Paine and others like him tostars in the present 
political and social night. The day would come. A man who 
very much resembled the American wasCarl Heinzen. They 
both championed freedom and the rights of the masses, and re- 
pudiated the folly that nations should hate and make war on 
each other. Thomas Paine's activity redounded as much to 
the benefit of England as America, and, through the medium 
of France, to that of the world. He desired not only the 
freedom of America, but of the whole world. Unlike the 
people, the nobility and royalty presented a solid phalanx to 
defend their interests. Even in this country it would be bet- 
terif there was less veneration shown for great men of the 
stripe of Bismarck. Thomas Paine was one of the first think- 
ers who dared assail the model state of England. Mr. Boppe 
thought that he had made only one mistake, to attach too 
much faith to the system of representativ government. There 
was but little difference between the American president and 
the English queen, except that the former had more power. 
Mr. Boppe dwelt on what he considers the imperfections of 
the American government, and quoted some of Paine's sug- 
gestions to help the working classes. Paine's religious teach- 
ings the speaker did not consider radical in the light of the 
present time. He believed in a God and hoped for immortal- 
ity, but rebelled against the intolerance of thg church. 

Mrs. Juliet H. Severance thought there was need that a 
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Thomas Paine rise up to-day to show the people the dangers 
that threaten them from the politicians and monopolists. 
Otto Soubron read an original poem. 


PAINE CELEBRATION AND PENNSYLVANIA STATE LIBERAL 
LEAGUE CONVENTION AT PITTSBURGH, PA. 


The Convention was called to order by the president of the 
League, Prof. William Seymour, at 11 a.m., Saturday, Jan. 
80, 286, in Maltby Hall, Pittsburgh, Pa. Mr: Harry Hoover 
was appointed secretary pro tem., and read the minutes of 
the last meeting at Altoona, Pa., Jan. 30, 285, which were 
approved. On motion, it was agreed that all delegates pres- 
ent be accepted, whether bearing formal credentials or not. 

Adjourned to 2 p.m. 

At the afternoon session the following officers were elected 
for the ensuing year: 

President, Win. Seymour, of Philadelphia, Pa. ; vice-presi- 
dents: George Thorn, Clearfield, Pa.; George Longford, of 
Philadelphia, Pa.; F. A. Pierce, Pittsburgh, Pa.; secretary, 
Harry Hoover, Pittsburgh, Pa.; treasurer, S. F. De Jones, 
Pittsburgh, Pa; executiv committee: Roman Staley, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.; A. Cuthbert, Butler, Pa.; Wm. Burrow, Phila- 
delphia, Pa.; George Starkey, Scranton, Pa.. Henry Luse, 
Clarksville, Pa.; Frank Bacon, Pittsburgh, Pa.; W. E. 
Baker, Tarentum, Pa. ; finance committee: G. W. Baldwin, 
Linesville, Pa.; Simeon Nixon, Butler, Pa.; R. H. Wolfe, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. ; D. M. Miller, Etna, Pa. SAN 

The name of the League was changed to “ Pennsylvania 
Secular Union," and Prof. William Seymour elected state 
lecturer and organizer. : 

On motion, the organizer and secretary were empowered to 
collect all moneys and. report quarterly to the executiv com- 
mittee, said report to be published in Truth. 

The following resolutions were passed : 

Resolved, That all members of every organized society 
throughout the state be recognized as members of the state 
Union, and that a tax of twenty-five cents per year for each 
member of every local society be paid into the treasury of the 
state union on or before the first day of May of each year. 

Resolved, That in districts where there are no societies or- 

anized, any individual may become a member of the state 
Gnion by the payment of one dollar for one year. Should 
there be an organization effected in his or her district dur- 
ing the year, said payment entitles them to charter member- 
ship in the local society, without any other initiation fee. 

Resolved, That any member of any local society may be- 
come & representativ member of the State Union, and be en- 
titled to a voice in the business meetings of the same, by the 
payment of one dollar for a certificate. 

Resolved, That all moneys paid into the treasury of the 
State Union be expended for propaganda work in building 
up local organizations, spreading Liberal literature, and ad- 
vancing the cause in the state of Pennsylvania exclusivly. 

At 7:30 p.m. Brook’s Dancing Academy was filled with a 
happy throng, anxious to honor the author-hero of the Rev- 
olution. The exercises were opened with music by Staley’s 
orchestra. 

The first speaker of the evening was Mr. Harry Hoover, 
his subject being, ‘‘The Verdict of History in the Case of 
Thomas Paine,” and was followed by Prof. Wm. Seymour 
on “Secularism.” He also paid a just tribute to the man 
who first wrote ‘‘The Free and Independent. States of 
America.” . 

After some neat recitations by Miss Miller and Master Ar- 
thur the floor was cleared and dancing began, which was 
continued with zest till midnight. 

On Sunday, the 31st, a1, 2 p.m. Maltby Hall was densely 
packed to listen to Charles Watts and Dr. E. A. Wood. Af- 
ter a duet by Mr. G. R. Griffith and Miss Mary Jaseples Dr. 
Wood spoke on the ‘‘ Sunset of Superstition in Medicin.” 


- The doctor appeared to be at home on this subject, and 


treated it to the satisfaction and edification of all present. 
Charles Watts took for his subject “The Struggles and 
Triumphs of Science," and, although having just arisen 
from a sick bed and still suffering, he delivered a most elo- 
quent and powerful discourse. Mr. Watts spoke again at 
7:30 p.m. in Wilson's Hall in Alleghany City on ‘‘The True 
Philosophy of Life.” This closed the Paine celebration at 
Pittsburgh. Harry Hoover, 
Sec. Pittsburgh Secular Society. 


IN OGDEN CITY, UTAH. 
From the Ogden Daily Herata Refused pubtication in the Ogden News), 

Yesterday (Friday) Ogden city did itself proud with the 
most numerous aud successful Liberal demonstration ever 
given in Utah. It was not of a political or partisan complex- 
ion. Its scope was wider, its aim higher. It was in the 
spirit of the words of the man who was commemorated— 
‘The world is my country, to do good my religion.” 

Half a dozen settlements, at least, furnished liberal con- 
tingents of men and women of Freethought, who came to 
worship at the altar of reason, and bow in homage to the 
sanctuary of freedom. James Horrocks had freely given the 
use of his spacious and well-appointed hall on the corner of 
Fifth and Young streets, and in the afternoon there was a 
joyous and plenteous picnic partaken of by the families of 
invited guests from the city and the country. It was a soci- 
able prelude to the more serious and momentous program of 
the evening. 

Near on eight o’clock the well-lit and handsomely deco- 
rated hall was crowded with an assemblage of between two 
and three hundred people, from the hoary-headed veteran to 
the toddling infant. It was, we believe, the most numerous 
gathering of the sort ever witnessed in Utah, giving evidence 
that the leaven of Freethoughtis fermenting among the masses. 
C. P. Lambert, chairman of the committee on arrangements, 
called the assembled multitude to order, and gave out the 
opening song, ‘‘ Longing for Home,” which expresses senti- 
ments holier than any denominational hymn. He then, with 
a few appropriate remarks, introduced John A. Jost, the vet- 
eran Freethinker, who had been chosen orator of the day. 
In an elaborate address, a large part of which was in fluent 
blank verse, the speaker delineated the course and work of 
Thomas Paine through his disinterested life-struggles in be- 
half of humanity and against both kingcraft and priestcraft. 
He laid especial stress on the injustice of posterity in neglect- 
ing to do honor to Paine, whose pen had been as mighty in 
the establishment of liberty on this soil as had been Wash- 
ington’s sword. The whole oration, couched in eloquent 
language, breathed forth a noble aspiration toward the final 
emancipation of mankind from all unworthy fetters and fol- 
lies. It was listened to with rapt attention, and rewarded 
with hearty applause. 

After a fine instrumental piece by Miss Fellows, who ex- 
hibited considerable skill on the organ, a recess was taken 
for fifteen minutes. On resuming the program, John Ford 
sang the thrilling and ever popular song of “A Thousand 
Years,” the&horus joining with him in his excellent rendi- 
tion. After a few remarks by Leo Hefeli, James Horrocks 


delivered “The Slave's Dream," in good strong voice, with 
excellent effect. Ed. Mann, of Hooper, then ascended the 
rostrum, and paid a powerful tribute of thanks to Thomas 
Paine for what he had done for the political freedom of this 
(his adopted) country, and the intellectual emancipation of 
the whole race. 

Wm. Jones, the well-known venerable "Welsh veteran of 
South Weber, made his feelings known in a few but well 
pointed remarks, wherein he established Paine's just (though 


unjustly withheld) claim for the victorious 'consummation of: 


the purposes of the revolution. In a sweet and pathetic 
voice, Mrs. Hamlin sang, ‘‘ Whet the Rover Comes Again,” 
receiving well deserved applause from the audience, whose 
interest in the proceedings had by this time become fully 


captivated. C. W. Hestmark was greeted with applause |. 


when he took the stand and acknowledged the blessings that 
.'Thomas Paine's writings and teachings had proved to him 
aad his family—teachings which lead only to freedom, virtue, 
honesty, and happiness. 

The speech-making part of the program had come to an 
end and the beautiful art received some more attention by 
Mrs. John Ford, who rendered the soul-stirring song of 
** Close the Shutters, Willie's Dead," in a most charming nnd 
touching style, calling forth an encore to which she responded 
with the song of ‘‘ The Newfoundland Dog," which she gave 
with exquisitly worked-out pathos. ’ 

The time was far spent, the hours had flown by on invis- 
ible wings without being noticed. Entertaining and instruc- 
tiv M LE the meeting had proved, it had to come to a close. 
Votes of thanks were extended to the liberal owner of the 
hall to the managers of, and speakers and singers at the 
celebration, etc. f 

A motion was made and carried to the effect that the Lib- 
erals of Weber County continue these gatherings around the 
shrine of Freethought, and form in a compact organization 
for the defense of independence on religious matters. The 
chairman made some appointments for an initiatory com- 
mittee, and the celebration came to an end, all the partici- 
pants dispersing with the feeling of having spent a useful, 
ever memorable evening. 
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The Liberal Club. 


Last Friday night was a bad one to be out. The 
weather was so cold that everything creaked and 
cracked and' popped under foot, and a fine snow 
blew across the pedestrian's face and sandpapered 
his nose. Considering the state of the weather the 
man with the badge-pin was more or less surprised 
to find that a large number of persons had preceded 
him at the 398th regular meeting of the Manhattan 
Liberal Club. These stood around the steam heater 
to get warm. Dr. Eccles was warming himself up 
by attempting to demonstrate to Dentist Andrews 
the vital necessity of gold as-a money standard, 
and Mr. Wakeman experienced some difficulty in 
calling him to order so as to open the meeting. 

The chairman first said that the last. issue of Tus 
TRUTH SEEKER was remarkable for its report of the 
Paine celebration and its illustrations. Everyone 
should read it. Dr. Lambert was the speaker of the 
evening upon the question of aleohol. He proposed 
to treat the subject scientifically. Charts were hang- 
ing on both sides of the platform to aid the doctor 
in carrying out this design, but he referred to these 
but briefly, confining himself mainly to reciting the 
constitution of various substances including, inci- 
dentally, alcohol. The point which he wished to im- 
press was that all forms of intoxicating drinks were 
unhealthful, and that adulterated liquor was no 
worse than pure liquor. Some time was spent by 
the speaker in describing what he called a Torgulis. 
The Torgulis, he said, was an animal developed in 
fermentation which eats sugar and passes alcohol. 
There were seven million Torgulises in an ordinary 
yeast cake. The effect of alcohol on the system is to 
cause a series of microscopic explosions. Alcohol 
goes through the part of the brain most used, be- 
cause the blood vessels are larger there. Thus a 
man shows up in his true light when filled with fire- 
water, and hence the origin of the saying, Jn vino 
veritas. : 

By some preconcerted arrangement Dr. Eccles was 
the protagonist. Mr. Wakeman said that a black- 
board would be necessary to illustrate Dr. Hccles’s 
remarks, and Deacon Deane roused one out of the 
little room beside the stage and set it on achair. On 
the upper part of this the speaker made some myste- 
rious marks mixed with capital letters and superior 
figures. Then on the lower part of the board he made 
some more of the same. By reducing these to their 
lowest terms, inverting the divisor, and canceling 
common factors, the doctor reached some result or 
other which he announced with great energy, and the 
audience applauded, though what it was all about no- 
body seemed to understand. In an eloquent manner 
the speaker denied that Torgulises were animals; 
on the contrary, they were surrounded by cellulos. 
Dr. Lambert was entirely wrong in regard to the 
penicillium glaucus, or words to that effect. Alcohol 
produces a hobnailed liver. The medical terms used 
in this report are not vouched for. The writer inter- 
cepted them with his ear as they cavorted down the 
aisle, but some of them got away. Those captured 
are not found in the dictionary, encyclopedia, or con- 
cordance. ' ; 

Mr. Wakeman followed Dr. Eccles and supported 
Dr. Lambert; The fact, he said, that alcohol was 
produced in a lower stage of digestion showed that it 
could not be fit for food; and the fact that it was 
thrown off by the stomach and not allowed to pass 
into that portion of the digestiv organs where food is 
assimilated proved that there was no nourishment or 
stimulant in it. It was merely an irritant. 


For some reason or other Mr. Wakeman here re- 
peated the charge, for which there is no foundation, 
that Paine, whose birthday had just been celebrated, 
was a victim of strong drink.. It is reported that the 
Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they said, 
* Behold a wine-bibber and a glutton,” yet there are 
few Christians who hav faith enough in the Bible to 
believe that Jesus Christ was a drunkard. The cases 
of Paine and Christ are parallel, and the accusation is 
as unjust in one caseas in the other. There hav been 
able liars in all ages of the dim and misty past, and 
some still survive. 

Dr. Lambert closed the discussion with further 
reference to his charts, and by replying briefly to Dr. . 
Eccles. But it was getting late, and the audience 
gradually dissolved and flowed out through the door, 
so that when the meeting was dismissed there were 
few present to enjoy the benediction. 

At the next meeting Madam Delescluze will talk 
about “ Oratory and Dramatic Reading.” She isa- 
student and teacher of those arts, and she will there- 
fore speak, as Mr. Andrews says, under the fire of her 


-own guns. It is safe to promis that the occasion will 


be one of great interest. The following week Henry 
Appleton, of Boston, will talk about “Scientific An- 
archism ;" and next the Rev. William Lloyd will dis- 
course upon “ Personal Immortality in the Light of , 
Science.” These two last lectures being mainly upon 
speculativ subjects, a large field for discussion will be 
opened. All for five cents. Presbyterians admitted 
without any cents. 

Latzr.—aAn Irregular Meeting of the club was held 
at the office of Tue Truru Szexer Monday morning 
at 11 o'clock. There were present Messrs. ‘Scott, 
Somerby, Sutherland, Richards, of Kansas, and the 
attachés of the book-store. The financial problem 
was ably discussed. Mr. Scott defended the silver 
dollar. Mr. Sutherland opposed, and was in a fair 
way to suppress his opponent when the timely inter- 
vention of Mr. Richards reinforced the silver man. 
Mr. Richards proved to be a person of great. elo- 
quence, and Mr. Sutherland suffered the fate he had 
come so near inflicting upon Mr. Scott. An adjourn- 
ment was then had. There was no admission fee 
charged. The writer was not present; this report is 
obtained from the bookkeeper, who witnessed the 
proceedings with great glee. 

— eee 
Lectures and Meetings. 

Tus Newark Liberal League will celebrate its eighth anni- 
versary on February 15th, at its hall, 177 Halsey street, cor. 
Market, by a musical and literary entertainment, followed by 
dancing. Madame Elizabeth Delescluze, W. G. Mayo, Wm. 
Whittick, H. G. Avery, Miss E. L. Simmons, and the broth- 
ers Frankel will contribute to the enjoyment of the evening. 
All are invited. 


Tue Industrial Appeal says of C. W. Stewart's recent dis- 
course in Ottumwa, Iowa: ‘‘ The lectures Professor Stewart 
delivered at Liberal Hall last Sunday, morning and evening, 
were ne plus ultra. Many of his hearers went to him in the 
evening and complimented him personally on the excellence 
of the entertainment. In our opinion Mr. Stewart is the most 
accomplished and instructiv lecturer the Liberals hav ever 
had in their hall. We wish he could be retained during the 
entire winter." 


Mus. F. C. Rexxorps made a beginning as a Freethought 
lecturer at Jobstown, N. J., last Sunday afternoon. Her sub- 
ject was “Reasons for the Religion of Humanity.” Mr. 
C: B. Reynolds spoke in the evening on ‘‘ Salvation." These 
two evangels of Frecthought will make engagements to lect- 
ure Sunday afternoons and evenings, and will devote their 
efforts to circulating Liberal literature, obtaining subscribers 
to Tou Trurn SgEKER and other papers, and building up local 
unions. They will lecture on week-day evenings in any 
place, in public hall or private house, where there is a likeli- 
hood of starting a small or large society or science school. 
They can be addressed in care of this office. Immediate ap- 
plication sliould be made. 


Me. Cnarizs Warrs, having thoroughly recovered from 
his recent sickness, left Canada last Saturday we: k for Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., where he lectured two Sundays to crowded audi- 
ences, and on Monday and Tuesday at Alliance, O. He is 
now in Chicago, where he will deliver four lectures, after 
which he speaks in several Western cities. In April Mr. 
Watts returns to Canada to fill the engagements he was ne- ' 
cessitated to cancel in consequence of his illness. He will 
then come East previous to going to England to fetch his 
wife and family. Mr. Watts's lectures in Ayr seem to hav - 
been most successful, judging from the opinion of the local 
press. The Ayr Recorder of Jan. 21, 1886, says: '* The two 
lectures given in Reed’s Hall last Wednesday and Thursday, ` 
evenings by this talented Secularist were well attended, espe- 
cially Thursday evening meeting. Mr. William Algie, of 
Alton, presided very efficiently on both occasions. To 
say that the lecturer is a vigorous speaker of rare elocu- 
tionary abilities, great intellectual attainments, one capable 
of presenting his views in the strongest possible light, is 
only an imperfect testimony to Mr. Watts. No matter how 
his hearers may differ from his views on theology, they must 
admit that his expositions of skeptical Freethought hav em- 


bodied in them some of the most rhetorical utterances and 
seductiv logic that it has ever been their privilege to listen 
to." Friends in the West wishing to communicate with Mr. 
Watts should address him, up to March 6th, care of Mr. A. 
D. O'Neill, 107 Park ave., Chicago, Ill. After that to Mr. 
Watts's permanent address, 82 Berkeley st., Toronto, Ont., 
Canada. 
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ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, President. 
Vice-Presidents: - 


Horace SEAVER, 
WILLIAM ÁLGIE, 
ROBERT C. ADAMS, 
'Trrus L. Brown, 


CHARLES WATTS, 
Joun E. Remspure, 
THADDEUS D. WAKEMAN, 
MarTIE P. KnEKEL, 
JAMES PARTON, HrxLEN H. GARDENER. 
: BAMUEL P. PUTNAM, Sec., CoURTLANDT PALMER, Treas., 
i 38 Clinton Place, New York. . 850 Broadway, New York. 
CHARLES D. REYNOLDS, ' E. M. MAQDONALD, 
] Chair. Ex. Com. Chair. Fin. Com. 


The Campaign Fund. | 


Previously acknowledged $1,938.02 
Daniel De Milt (paid)....... 1.00 
John Engstrom (pledge) ............... eese 25.00 

WGC oe seta, Pres acta a $1,959.02 


"e: Paip.—Morris J ohnson, $5.00; Samuel D. Moore, 
PARTIOULAR NOTICE. 
I would like the addresses of Mrs. Russell and Joseph Bur- 


gess, who contributed to the Campaign Fund at the Cleve- 
land Congress. 


Correorion.—The name Samuel Sharp on the list of con- 
tributors at the Cleveland Congress should be Simeon Sharp, 
Salem, O., who contributed $10. 
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News and Notes. 


The following from Canada is a note of encour- 
agement indeed, and the vigor of old age is still an ex- 
ample for youth: 

: WELLAND, ONT., CAN., Jan. 27, 1886. 

My EsrEEMED Frienp Purnam : I would like to say some- 
thing in tlie way of encouragement in the good work you are 
engaged in, in trying to get the museums, etc., opened on 
Sundays for the benefit of à class of people with hard hands 
and few friends. 

Wealth procures friends and all the good things of this life, 
while the poor toiler's time is fully occupied in procuring 
bread, and too often comes short of that. His opportunities 
for recreation, enjoyment, or improvement are but few. His 
situation calls for help, and who so likely to heed his call as 
humanity? I need not say persevere in your work ; you will 
do that. By nature you are fitted for the work better than 
many are. If you accomplishit you will hav your reward, 
and if not it will be so much done in the way of education 
upon the subject. I can hardly be selfish upon this subject ; 
at the age of fourscore years I may not visit the museums. 
Iam one of the toilers, à poor but rich man, so inclosed find 
one dollar to help in the work. Desiring your encouragement 
and success, Iam, Yours very respectfully, Joun Ray. 


The following is equally cheering—the great West 
joins with the solid North: 


S. P. PurNAM, Esq., Dear Sir: I am with you with all my 
‘heart for the good cause that the American Secular Union is 
advocating, and if I was able I would giv $1,000 to push the 
battle for freedom. You may put me down:;for $25. I shall 
also try to do what I can among friends. l 
Very truly yours, JOHN ExasrROoM. 


The fiews from Denver shows that a good field is 
open there : 


S. P. Purnam, Dear Sir: Y hope you will deliver a few 
lectures in Denver. I know they will be appreciated. There 
is no city in the West more thoroughly in need of a move- 
ment like that in which you are engaged. It has been nearly 
two years since we had a Liberal lecturer here. This isa city 
of about sixty tliousand inhabitants and fifty churches. 

Our Christian opponents are working hard this wintcr, 
holding revival meetings nearly every week, but with very 
poor success, as I can testify from my own observation, and 
as is also shown by an address delivered before the Young 
Men's Christian Association convention by the Rev. Cameron, 
a prominent D.D., who has been assisting in these revivals, 
and who says ‘‘ that at the present time not more than three 
per cent of the young men of Denver are church-members." 

Hoping that you will favor us with a visit, 

. Yours truly, Frep. WARREN. 


They are evidently busy at Fillmore City, Utah, 
and it is well that what they are doing should be 
known. Let some of the rearward ranks close up 
with quicker step when they see what this gallant 
troop is accomplishing : 

f FLLMoRE Crry, Uran., Jan. 27, 286. 

S. P. Purnam, Dear Sir: Branch 76 of the American Sec- 
ular Union held its annual clection Jan. 10th, with the fol- 
lowing result: president, John Kelly; secretary, Geo C. 
Veile; treasnrer, Geo. Greeway; editor, A. L. Robinson; 
and librarian, Edwin Bartholomew. We hold regnlar mect- 
ing every Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock. The young form 
part of our andience, from whom we get select readings, rec- 
itations, and essays. They also help answering questions, 
which are always given out the previous Sunday and must 
be answered in writing. We also hav songs and music, and 
a short lecture from some of the older persons. Our order of 
business is: first, roll-call; second, reading minutes of pre- 
vious meeting; third, answering questions; fourth. debate 
or essays; fifth, select reading; sixth, recitation; seventh, 
lecture not exceeding thirty minutes; eighth, new business; 
ninth, select reading; tenth, recitation; eleventh, song and 
music; twelfth, adjournment. Weare taking pattern after 
the church—we begin to train from the cradleup. They say 
there is no other way, and we believeit. Henceour program. 

Respectfully, Gero. C. VELE, Secretary. 


The following waft from the big prairies of Illinois 
givs good music for the Union: ` 


Mzonanicspura, ILL., Jan. 91, 1886. 
S. P. Purnam, Dear Sir: Received charter all right. Hav 
just organized and elected our officers. President, A. H. 
Martin: vice-president, John Thompson; secretary, W. A. 
Beck; treasurer, C. B. Hall. We hav a very good organi- 
zation, all our present members are live men. We expect to 
hav soon a strong society. W. A. Brox. | 


Montana wheels into line: 


S. P. Purnam, Dear Sir: Your communication of 28d inst. 
received. I am making effort for combined territorial move- 
ment to contribute to Qur national fund. I am not dis- 


couraged, knowing, as I do, that there is a predominant Lib- 
eral sentiment prevailing in our territory, only awaiting 
proper methods to be aroused to action. 

My experience as a member of the national executiv com- 
mittee has convinced me that it is impossible for any one 
man with time and attention divided between work for our 
cause and his personal business to accomplish what is needed. 
Solid and permanent work must be done in the organization 
of societies, and to keep them alive. If these societies can 
hav a strong man upon whom to rely, who will champion 
their cause and fight their battles, it would inspire all with 
confidence. I firmly believe that Montana could sustain an 
able lecturer, and contribute financially to the national cause. 
This I hope will sometime be done. 

Pay us a visit, if only as a John the Baptist to prepare the 
way for the real Christ of a permanent Liberal organization. 
Yours truly, Tuomas BURKE, 

Chairman of Committee of Montana Territory. 


I now expect, without fail, to begin my Western 
lecture tour in March. I expect to be in Chicago the 
third Sunday in March, and from there go westward 
via Omaha and the Union Pacific to Salt Lake City. 
I desire all Liberals on this line of travel to make 
arrangements for lectures. Pay the expenses of a 
hall and advertising, and I will come. If you cannot 
secure a hall, hav a meeting in your own houses. 
Parlor. lectures are of great benefit, and will be the 
beginning of much enduring Liberal- progress. I 
shall remain in Utah about a month, probably the 
latter part of April and first week in May, and hope 
to visit every county in the territory. 

Attention, Liberals of Utah, and don’t fail to hav 
one meeting and more, if possible, in your county. 
We hope to strike Montana and the Pacific states. 
J. D. Shaw is making arrangements for a State Con- 
vention in Texas, which wé expect to attend during 
the summer. There is plenty of work, but we can 
not do it alone. The Liberals must, in their own 
vicinity, push the enterprise. And furthermore, all 
the Liberals in the country who desire to see our 
cause advanced in every placeand organization begun 
and perfected, are solicited to unite in making con- 
tributions for the pioneer work. I shall go into 
many places where only the hall-rent and advertising 
expenses can be guaranteed. Of course, something 
more can be given when interest and enthusiasm are 
aroused. Such a lecture-trip as I propose, however, 
cannot by any means be a money-making one, and 
therefore only through national cooperation can it be 
a successful undertaking, giving promis for larger 
attainment in the future. So I hope for a gener- 
ous response from the Liberals of every state and 
section furnishing the sinews of war, so that the 
secretary of ‘the Union shall not be obliged to leave 
any field on account of insufficient remuneration. 
The.Liberals of New England, of New York, of Penn- 
sylvania, of Illinois, etc., can aid the Liberals of Utah, 
and giv them, by their generous aid, an opportunity 
to grow and become a political and social power. 
This outside assistance wil be of immense benefit. 
The great social and political problems of Utah can 
only be solved by the triumphs of Liberalism. 

Mormonism is founded in the Bible, and only by 
the overthrow of the authority of the Bible can this 
mingling of superstition and enthusiasm be cleared 
of its errors, and what is absolutely humane and 
truthful in it remain to be of service to the civilized 
world. I want to lift up the banners of Freethought 
in this country in behalf of publie virtue, of moral 
progress, of intellectual advancement, of social nobil- 
ity. Liberalism should be a practical power in poli- 
tics and society for the selection of what is best in 
the prevalence of an enlightened reason. Only thus 
can the mighty problems which now press upon the 
troubled way of man be answered with clear and de- 


cisiv wisdom. Samvet P. PUTNAM. 
— 9 ———— ———— 


Thomas Paine's Religion of Humanity. 


Several years ago I underscored the words “Re- 
ligion of Humanity" in Paine's *Crisis" No. VII. 
Brother Wakeman now notices the expression, tells 
us that the general supposition that it came to 
us from Auguste Comte is a mistake, and raises the 
question whether it was ever used by anybody before 
1778, when “Crisis” No. VII. was written. ; 

Before O. B. Frothingham left the pulpit he pub- 
lished a volume of essays entitled, “The Religion 
of Humanity.” And that phrase has long been a 
favorit one with advanced religious teachers of the 
Frothingham type. Theodore Parker, I presume, 
used it frequently, and yet when he was invited in 
1843 to attend the celebration of Thomas Paine’s 
birthday, he excused himself by saying: '* With 
what I understand to be the spirit of his writings on 
theology and religion, I hav not the smallest sym- 
pathy." Pes 

« Education consists in getting rid of prejudice,” 
said the late Wendell Phillips. It was one of the 
best things he ever said, and yet when the same brill- 
iant orator affirmed that Buddhism stole its ideas 
from Christianity, he showed that his own education 
was not half completed. The wolf in the fable, 
seeking a reasonable excuse for devouring the lamb, 
accused him of riling the water. The lamb replied, 
* Water does not run up stream." Then the wolf 
said, “ You insulted me last year." “Not so," said 
the lamb, “for I was not born till this year." But 
the cultured lamb, being unable to overcome the 


prejudices. of the uneducated wolf, got eaten up. 
The late Rev. W. H. Channing once characterized 
Thomas Paine as “the turkey-buzzard of literature.” 
Nowhere in Paine’s writings can be found such a 
foul epithet as that used by the aforesaid clerical 
champion of the Religion of Humanity. Theodore 
Parker lived long enough to think better of Paine’s 
religious writings, 'and had his life been prolonged to 
threescore and ten, like that of his disciple, Chan- 
ning, it is quite likely that his education would hav 
been more nearly completed. Bonn. 
———— — —4-$-9À——— — ———— 


Kansas Statesmen. 


To-day, January 29th, is the quarter-centenary of 
the admission of Kansas into the Union. During 
this period nine men hav been elected to the office 
of governor: Robinson, Carney, Crawford, Harvey, 
Osborne, Anthony, St. John, Glick, and Martin. It 
is a notable fact that out of these nine governors not 
one was a church-member. St. John ought to hav 
been, but was not. During the same time we hav 
had eight United States senators: Lane, Pomeroy, 
Ross, Caldwell, Harvey, Crosier, Plumb, and Ingalls. 
Of these eight senators, not one, with the exception 
of Pomeroy—an exception most cheerfully chroni- 
cled—was a church-member. 

It must be refreshing to the Religious Amendment 
fanatics to know that of the two Kansas politicians 
who hav so zealously espoused their cause the one 
was a bribe-giver, the other a bribe-taker. Is this an 
index to what may be looked for when this amend- 
ment is carried? When this party triumphs—when 
‘none but religious men are elected to office,’ will 
bribery cease to be a barrier to political preferment? 
It may be argued that the incentivs to bribery would 
in a measure cease because “ Christian statesmen” 
aspiring to official positions would no longer be com- 
pelled to match their money against Infidel brains. 


J. E. REMSBURG. 
—9 + ~~ i à 


Answers to Inquiries. 
C. Ornotp.—There is no truth in the clippings yon send. 


Orar Orsen Ray.—We hav not seen the resolutions to 
which you refer. 


S. M. Barker.--You will find a full account of “How 


Voltaire Died” in the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL for 1886. 


Mrs. M. E. Arcarparp.—‘‘ Last Words of Infidels” is a 
Christian * yarn." See ‘Paine Vindicated," by Colonel 
Ingersoll, and TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL for 1886 for account 
of Voltaire's death. 


E. CHANTLER.—If you wish to know just what Clark 
Braden is get from the Index office “The Kind of a Man 
Clark Braden Is,” by B. F. Underwood, and from L. L. 
Luse, of Wilber, Neb., ‘ Braden Unmasked.” You might 
also inquire of G. H. Walser, Liberal, Mo. 


J. B. Travers.—We preface the detailed answer to your 
questions by the general statement that the Rev. Mr. 
Sweeney, of the Christian church, is a liar. 1. Mr. Bennett 
was not ‘‘kicked out of a church." 2. He never had any- 
thing to do with Paine Hall, which building is not now a 
Bible repository, but. is completed, owned by Freethinkers, 
and held as a worthy monument to Thomas Paine. 9. In re- 
gard to Paine, get ‘‘ Paine Vindicated," by Colonel Ingersoll. 
4. The slander upon Mr. Ingersoll’s relativs is infamously 
false, and the author deserves a cowhiding. 


J. W. W.—1. No; wheat does not turn to chess. . 2. The 
origin of Christmas is pagan. The ‘“‘ heathen” nations re- 
garded ‘the winter solstice as the beginning of the renewed 
life and activity of the powers of nature—in other words, the 
birth of the sun. The church adopted the custom, only call- 
ing it acelebration of the birth of Christ. 8. Yes; we be- 
lieve that as the terms of the public debt make it payable 
either in silver or gold, the government can honestly pay it 
insilver. The output of $$150,000,000 would, it seems to us, 
make better times. A man who owed a large debt, upon 
which he was paying interest, yet kept a vast amount of 
money stowed away in his safe, drawing nothing, would be 
regarded as a poor financicr. 

+o 


ELLA E. Pace, sceretary of the Chicago Secular Union, 
writes: “ The charge is often made against Freethinkers that 
their work is destructiv, and not constructiv. That this 
charge is not true, the Secular Union of Chicago had illustra- 
tion last Sunday night. Mr. E. A. Stevens delivered before 
it his new lecture, ‘ God in the State,’ and it was admitted by 
the large and appreciativ audience present to be tlic clearest, 
most practical, and strongest prescntation of the Nine De- 
mands that has yet been given to our socicty. Mr. Stevens 
cited the various states where discrimiuations arc made in 
favor of believers as against Freethinkers; where church 
and state are practically united, the amount of untaxed prop- 
erty held by theological organizations, the stealthy and suc- 
cessful work of the Catholic church to obtain political power 
in this country, and the inevitable future of ignorance, tyr- 
anny, and oppression for the people if this work is not coun- 
teracted by a united and determined effort on the part of the 
Liberal element of the country. Mr. Stevens’s lecture should 
be published, and thoroughly circulated among the people, 
ag it makes a strong appeal in regard to the danger threaten- 
ing our liberties through the activ aggressivness of Roman- 
ism, a religion, as he demonstrated, the more dangerous as it 
is foreign to our soil. Asa deserved tribntc to an earnest, 
vigilant worker, I send these few lines.” 
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"What is Secularism? 


Secularism is the term applied to a system of eth- 
ical principles begun to be advocated about 1846 by 
G. J. Holyoake. As the system has a considerable 
number of adherents, and comes not seldom into 
public notice, a brief account of its leading doctrins 
is here given. 

The secular is defined as that which pertains to 
‘this life, and is treated as a thing apart—as inde- 
pendent of, rather than as necessarily opposed to, any 
other mode of thought and duty. 

Secularism, as regards opponents, claims that to 
ignore is not to;deny. As the geometrician ignores 
chemistry or metaphysics without a thought of deny- 
ing them, so Secularism, which concerns itself with 
this world, refuses to be held as conflicting with that 
* other-worldliness" which, if demonstrable, must be 
based on an experience to which Secularism makes 
no pretension, and toward which it considers itself to 
incur no responsibility. Secularism commences by 
laying down the proposition that intelligent sincerity 
is sinless. It does not maintain that even intelligent 
sincerity is errorless, but that it is without conscious 
guilt, even when it is, as it may be, dangerously mis- 
taken. 

The conscience thus educated, thought may be en- 
trusted to inquire, and the search for truth may be 
begun. 

Secularism takes the term “Freethought” as ex- 
pressing the central idea which it inculeates. It de- 
fines Freethought as the unrestricted application of 
the powers of the intellect to any subject, the absence 
of any threat or penalty, legal, spiritual, or social, for 
the exercise of thought.. The Freethought it incul- 
cates is not lawless thought; it is guided by metliods 
of logic, limited by evidence, checked at every step 
by experience, which is omnipresent, and corrected 
by the results of science. . ub 

Freethought is not the rebellion but the judicial 
action of the understanding. Reason, the faculty of 
following the pathway of facts, does not despise intu- 
ition, nor instinct, nor the voice of nature, nor au- 
thority. It uses but revises them. It does not pre- 
tend to be infallible, but to be the best arbiter we 
hav. 'To the conception of Freethought is also nec- 
essary the free publication of opinión, for no one 
could profit by the thought of other minds unless it 
was freely communieated. Hence the diffusion of 
thought becomes an obligation on each thinker, and 
silence or supineness a social crime. Again, Free- 
‘thought that would command respect must be sub- 
mitted to free criticism. Thought is often foolish, 
often mischievous, and sometimes wicked, and he 
alone who submits it to free criticism givs guarantees 
to society that he means well, since by criticism comes 
the exposure of false or foolish opinions; and the 
right of criticism is the sole protection of the public 
from error., , , 

Freethought must end in the free action of opin- 
ion, since he thinks to no purpose whose thought 
is inapplicable to conduct, and he withholds the sign 
of his own sincerity who does not unite his thought 
with action. 

Such is that education in Freethought which Secu- 
‘larism attempts. It holds that skepticism is the 
pathway to . afirmativ truth. So far from being a 
crime, skepticism is scrutiny. So far from being the 
' end, it is the beginning of inquiry—the first condi- 
tion for the recognition of. unknown truth. He who 
would be master of his own mind and know what is 
in it, and would hav no principles there but those 
which are pure, true, and reliable, must refuse to be- 
lieve anything until he is compelled to believe it, it 
being no more safe to keep one’s mind open to all 
notions than to keep one’s door open to all comers. 

It is clear that the use of Freethought may be a 
nuisance, a terror, or an outrage, unless courtesy 
takes care of it. Therefore Secularism provides that 
advocacy shall be directed to the exposure of error 
and the elucidation of truth, without moral imputa- 
tion upon those whose opinions are controverted, and 
contends that all advocacy wanting in consideration 
toward others shall be regarded as a crime against 
Freethought. The quality of the thought, and not 
‘the motiv of it, is the proper and sufficient subject of 
discussion. 

Secularism further imposes upon the action of 
Freethought the limit that everyone shall concede to 
others the liberty he claims for himself, and shall 
permit to others, and shall recognize in each individ- 
ual, liberty of action in all things by which others 
are neither injured nor damaged. 

Secularism, regarding the one object of all Free- 
thought as the attainment of truth, finds in the study 
of nature its immediate sphere of exercise. Free- 
thought is prompted by a desire to fathom the know- 
able, and nature and human life are the immediate 
sources of truth and duty which it most concerns 
man to master. Therefore respect for this life, re- 
spect for pure physical conditions, respect for the 
moral capacity of human nature, are conditions of 
Secular belief. l 

Secularism is not committed to denying that there 
is other good—it does not meddle with that question; 
it says whether there be other good or not, the good 


of the present life is good, and it is good to seek that 
good. It holds that the secular is sacred, and seeks 


“to find that material condition in which it shall be. 


impossible for a man to be depraved or poor.” 

It does not say that all things are material, or that 
there are no spiritual agencies; it does not enter 
upon these propositions, but confines itself to show- 
ing that there are material agencies in this life, what- 
ever else there may be, and that these, as far as they 
can be discovered, are the calculable forces of this 
world, which cannot be neglected without folly or 
hurt, and that it is wisdom, mercy, and duty to at- 
tend to them. 

Without entering upon the question of the inter- 
ference of providence, Secularism contends that 
science is practically the providence of life; that con- 
science is higher than consequence; that. deliverance 


from calamity is more merciful than any system of 


consolation which only acts when calamity has oc- 
curred; and that it is not the pursuit of happiness, 
but the performance of duty, which is the end of life. 
Secularism proceeds in the path of Positiv Philoso- 
phy, not asking for errors, but for truth; not busy- 
ing itself with negations, but with affirmations. In 
sacred writ it seeks for guiding truth and thought 
which commends itself to reason and experience, ac- 
cepting the intrinsically true without entermg upon 
the vexed questions of inspiration or authenticity. 
Whatever principles Secularism inculcates, they are 
affirmativ in their nature, relate to the welfare of hu- 
manity, and are determined by considerations purely 
human. 

There is unquestionably a vast outlying class in 
every European country, and especially in our Indian 
territories, who are without the pale of Christianity. 
They reject it, they dislike it, or they do’ not under- 
stand it. Secularism is intended for these, and for 
all who find theology indefinit, or inadequate, or 
deem it unreliable. 'The object of Secularism is to 
afford these classes & knowledge of principles ad- 
dressed to their common reason and intelligence, by 
an appeal to principles of a Secular nature, common 
to humanity in every state and clime. It may bea 


misfortune that the principles of Theism, or the. 


acceptance of the Bible, cannot be rendered promptly 
acceptable to them. Since, however, this is not the 
case, it must be of advantage to interest them in 
rules calculated for the moral guidance of their con- 
duct. Upon these Christianity may be, if shown to 
be tenable, subsequently superinduced. 

The principles of Secularism are intended to con- 
stitute an education of the working-classes, which be- 
gins with their reason, grows with their intelligence, 
and ends only with death. l 

Secularism is not an argument against Christianity; 
it is one independent of it. It does not question the 
pretensions of Christianity, it advances others. Sec- 
warism does not say there is no light or guidance 
elsewhere, but maintains that there is light and guid- 
ance in secular truth, whose conditions and sanctions 
exist independently, act independently, and act for- 
ever. Secular knowledge is manifestly that kind of 
knowledge which is founded in this life, which relates 
to the conduct of this life, conduces to the welfare of 
this life, and is capable of being tested by the experi- 
ence of this life. Geometry, algebra, botany, chem- 
istry, navigation, political economy, ethics, are sec- 
ular subjects of instruction (distinct albeit from Sec- 
ularism, which includes the education of the. con- 
science). They are founded in nature, they relate to the 


uses of this life, promote the enjoyments of this life, |’ 


and can be tested by personal experience. That 
which is secular can be tested in time ; that which is 
theological is only provable after death. Ifa sum in 
arithmetic is wrong, it can be proved by a new way of 
working it; if a medical recipe is wrong, the effect is 
discoverable on the health ; if a political law is wrong, 
it is sooner or later apparent in the disaster it brings 
with it; if a theorem in navigation is erroneous, 
delay or shipwreck warns the mariner of his mistake; 
if an insane moralist teaches that adherence to the 
truth is wrong, men can try the effects of lying, when 
the disgrace and distrust which ensue soon convince 
them of the fallacy; but if a theological belief is 
wrong, we must die to find it out. : 

The standard of Secularism is utilitarian. Utility 
is made the test of:right, not the utility which is sen- 
sual and selfish, but that which takes into account the 
highest attributes and noblest aspirations of human- 
ity. It is not the agent's own happiness, but the 
happiness of others, which the utilitarian is bound to 
promote. The adoption of this rule makes intelli- 
gence a necessity. Secularism is not skeptical. It 
seeks'everywhere positiv truth and regards doubt as 
a difficulty and a danger. It is not infidel, for that 
is a state of mind treacherous to the truth, and truth 
is the first'thing? to which Secularism teaches allegi- 
ance. 

It is not Atheistic, Atheism being alien to Secular- 
ism, which concerns itself with the affirmativ. Secu- 
larism might call itself religious, if it were allowable 
to use the term without including some distinctiv 
theory of Theism, which is equally excluded from the 
subject-matter of Secularism, as not coming within 
the region of positiv knowledge. 


Nothing in Secular morals can be insisted upon 


with effect save those statements which appeal to the 
common experience, and with which you can dare the 


judgment of mankind; but if that may be called re- ,—— - 
ligious which appeals to demonstrativ intelligence, '- 
‘which addresses itself to the conscience, which incul- 


cates love, and truth, and justice; which claims ser- 
vice and endurance from all men; which places hap- 
piness in duty, and makes the service of humanity the 
one object of life and the source of consolation in 
death, then Secularism. may be so defined, and in this 


sense it has been described in the following defini- 


tions: 

Secularism is the religion of the present life; it 
teaches:men to seek morality in nature, and happi- 
ness in duty; guiding the conduct and educating the 


conscience of those who do not know, or’ who, from. 


conscientious convictions, stand apart from. Chris- 
tianity. Secularism teaches a man to acquit himself 
well in this world as the purest act of worship, to 
study the truth, to judge by reason, to regulate 
human interests by considerations purely human, and 
to act on that rule of utility which conduces to the 
greatest good of others ; thus endeavoring to deserve 


another life by the unresting pursuit of duty in this. 


—Chambers's Encyclopedia. 
+e 
Canadian Notes. 


The Toronto branch of the Canadian Secular 
Union held their annual meeting and election of 


officers at their rooms, Grand Opera House, on Sun- . | E 


day, January 17th, with the following result: Presi- 
dent, J. A. Risser; first vice-president, George Pid- 
dington; second vice-president, F. Strange; secre- 
tary, J. Preistman ; financial secretary, George Beals ; 
treasurer, Alexander Earsman; who, with the follow- 


ing committee form the executiv committee for the. 


coming year: Scott, Jopling, Harrison, R. Earsman, 
Kelly. Secretary's address, 76 Richmond street East. 

The election of friend Risser to the office of presi- 
dent is one that reflects credit upon the members and 
does honor to one who is in every way worthy, and 
who has done perhaps more than anyone else in Tor- 
onto for the good of Secularism and the cause in gen- 
eral. With the pioneer of Canadian Secularism, Wm. 
Algie, as president-of the Union, and friend Risser as 
president of the Toronto branch, together with the 
able executiv just elected, and such valuable addi- 
tions to the ranks as Messrs. Scott, Preistman, and 
Jopling, it will indeed be strange if the coming year 


does not prove the most successful in the history of. 


Canadian Freethought. 

The executiv committee held their first meeting 
Wednesday evening, and proceeded to appoint sub- 
committees and make preparations for activ work as 
soon as they take possession of their new quarters, 
which they expect will be about the first of February. 
Among the committees appointed is one on public 
lectures, composed of Messrs. Scott, Preistman, and 
J. Harrison, chairman. Any communications on the 
subject of lectures addressed to him at 103 Hazelton 
avenue, Toronto, will receive prompt attention. 

Mr. Watts lectured here on Monday evening, Jan. 
llth, under the management. of a committee com- 


posed of some of the officers of the Irish National 


League, the president and secretary of the Toronto 
Trades and Labor Council, and members of the 
Secular Society, in the new Temperance Hall; sub- 
ject, “Home Rule for Ireland, and the House of 
Lords.” 

This lecture was delivered on a former occasion, 
and repeated at the request of afew of the gentle- 
men above mentioned, who happened to be present, 
and who, in moving a vote of thanks to the lecturer, 
expressed the opinion that it was the grandest ex- 
position of the true state of affairs in Ireland they 
had ever listened to, and one that should be heard by 
all friends of liberty. After consulting his friends, 
Mr. Watts consented. The lecture was well adver- 


tised by bill posting and through the press; it was ` 


brought before the Irish societies and trades unions 
by the members of those bodies who were on the 


committee, and there was every reason to expecta _ 


crowded house at the lecture; but there is an old 
saying that “man can appoint and God can disap- 
point,” and if God didn’t do it on this occasion, 
his self-appointed agents did. As soon as the lecture, 
was announced the clergy and the Irish societies took 
fright. ‘It was Watts, the Infidel, who was to lecture 
and nothing good could come from a man who was 
opposed to God and religion.” 
when the hour for the lecture arrivéd there had been 
barely enough tickets sold to clear expenses. How- 
ever, the lecture was given, and the audience fully 
made up in enthusiasm what they lacked in numbers. 
It was one of Mr. Watts’s best efforts, and well 
deserved the hearty applause which he received 
throughout. At the conclusion of the lecture the 
president of the Irish National League, in a few well- 
chosen remarks, moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Watts, 
which was ably seconded by the secretary of the 
same body, and carried unanimously by a standing 
vote, every one of the two hundred present rising at 
the call of the chairman. 

The lecture committee held a meeting on the even- 


The result was that ` 


a 
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ing following that of the lecture at the rooms of Mr. 
O'Connor, Queen. street, where Mr. Watts, who was 
present by invitation, was presented with a neat 
purse (which had been subscribed the night before) 
by the committee, as a token of their appreciation of 
his efforts in the cause of humanity in general and 
of the Irish people in particular. After spending a 
very pleasant evening, during which friendships were 
., formed which may bring about great good in the 
future, the committee separated, well pleased with 
the work accomplished. ; 

This is perhaps the first instance on record in 
Toronto where the friends of political liberty on the 
one hand and the friends of mental freedom on the 
other hav tried to work together in harness, and the 
` result must be considered highly satisfactory. It is 
a good and promising sign where men of extremely 
opposit religious views can unite and work together 
for the common good, and proves the truth of the old 
‘adage that blood is thicker than water. 

Mr. Watts lectures here this (Sunday) evening, on 
the French Revolution, after which he goes to the 
States for two months, and, as at present arranged, 
returning in April. . 

The Toronto friends propose to celebrate Paine's 
birthday with a social, which will be the last in their 
old quarters. It is also proposed to hold a celebra- 
tion on the occasion of taking possession of their new 
rooms, the particulars of which hav not yet been 
arranged, but which will be duly advertised. 

Toronto, Jan. 24, 1886. J. Nosranan. 


C 
Change of Fashion in Virgins. 


It seems that some curates are too fast for their 
pious congregations. D Agriculteur de la Haute 
Saone records a curious scandal of the village Lure. 

Last Sunday the curate unexpectedly announced 
to his fiock that he had condemned the old Virgin 
which had adorned the chapel for the last sixty years, 
. and was going to replace her by a new one, a Virgin 
of Lourdes, where they sell the miraculous water and 
the best chocolate. The old folks are in quite a stew 
about this. They say if the old Virgin is of no ac- 
. count, then what becomes of our prayers to her? 
She was good enough, they say, for our old curate, 
M. Guiron. Comparisons are odious. The new cu- 
rates orthodoxy is seriously questioned. Such an 
innovation may disturb the pious faith in relics. It 
is true that the priest recreates God in the real pres- 
ence at each communion service, but it seems that 
_ the rite of transubstantian was omitted at the installa- 
‘tion of the new Virgin. Another heterodox idea of 

this curate was in offering her to his flock free of 
charge. That is making goddesses too cheap. The 
value of mediation is estimated by its cost to the 
purse of the mediated sinner. The greater faith and 
piety of Catholics is proportional to the greater en- 
forcement of collections, and the method by which all 
the important events of life, including death and 
burial, are rendered tributary to the church, 
EDGEWORTH. 


—9—9—9— 
Let Polygamy Die Gradually. 


The Mormon church came into existence a: good 
many years ago, and now that it has grown to a for- 
midable size, it is proposed “by Senator Edmunds to 
wipe it out of existence at one grand sweep. Like- 
wise slavery came into existence a good many years 
ago, and it was suffered to go unmolested until it 
had reached monstrous proportions, and then it was 
wiped out of existence at one grand sweep. What 
did it cost? Take a history of the late war and read 
of the human butchery and the destruction of prop- 
erty that were kept up on a grand scale for four 
years. To sum it all up, you find that it cost 
nearly a million of lives and billions of property 
to effect the removal of slavery; and the result 
is, the negroes, notwithstanding they hav their free- 
dom and the privilege of voting for the Republican 
party, are worse off to-day than they were before the 
antislavery agitation commenced. It takes time to 
remove any evil. It takes time for a boil to get well, 
but it is better to giv it time, and help it along, than 
to cut it out and wait still longer for the wound to 
heal. 

Slavery could hav been removed gradually and 
peaceably. It could hav been done without bringing 
financial ruin to the South, and it could hav been 
done in such a way as to prepare the negroes for 
freedom instead of turning them loose without edu- 
cation or means of. support. i 

The Republican party, which claims the glory of 
having abolished slavery, now proposes to take hold 
of the “other twin,” and achieve some more glory. 
The Republican party is in a very bad way, and some- 
thing must be done. The “bloody shirt" is worn 
out, and they must hav a new one. Senator Ed- 
munds comes to the front with a bil to do away 
with the Mormon church and confiscate its property. 

- This, of course, means bloodshed, but then you know 
‘bloodshed always goes along with glory. The Re- 
publican party must hay a new lease of life, and if it 
costs a few hundred thousands of lives and billions 


when we consider the glory. of having the “ grand- 
old party" in power again. 

. Now instead of compelling the Mormons to fight 
for their religion, suppose we endeavor to solve the 
difficulty peaceably. In my opinion it would be 
wrong to break up mafriages, even polygamous mar- 
riages, that hav been contracted in accordance with 
religion and custom. Suppose we put a stop to any 
furthér polygamous marriages, and let those already 


contracted remain as they are, and the next genera- 


tion would see polygamy a thing of the past and 
that without interfering with established domestic 
relations. In the mean time, if any parties already 
bound in polygamous marriages desire to obtain their 
freedom, they should be given a divorce on the 
ground of polygamy. 

We would hav considerable more faith in the 
motives of the Republican party, and of Senator 
Edmunds in particular, had they not shown them- 
selvs in favor of the wholesale immigration of the 
Chinese, with the “twin relics” slavery and polygamy 
in full force and practice. Coxe Ewine. 

1 Ot 

Conclusion of a Remarkable Introduction. 


Courtiand Palmer at the first of this season's sessions of the Nineteenth 
Century Club. 


In concluding this introduction, I would dwell for 
a moment on one more point, and I do so in order to 
correct a somewhat prevalent misunderstanding. 
Even yet, certain of the unco guid who are pleased to 
regard themselves as par excellence, the aristocracy— 
even yet, such ones, or some of them, at least, are 
disposed—and honestly so, I presume—to look some- 
what askance upon us. . They take us—if they take us 
at all—as they would a dose of medicin. ` To these I 
would say that it is not so much as a Liberal reformer 
as it is as an aristocrat that I hav founded this club. 
As far as in. me lies I would be an aristocrat of the 
aristocrats. This, I know, sounds like braggadocio, 
so I must define what I mean by aristocracy. I do 
not mean the aristocracy that bases its pretensions on 
mere birth and wealth. I mean the aristocracy of 
culture, the aristocracy of art, the aristocracy of good- 
ness, the aristocracy of faithful and fruitful service to 
humanity. There is but one gentility, gentleness; 


‘there is but one nobility, nobleness. 


I hate with all my hatred the social phariseeism, 
whose daily prayer ascends: “I thank thee, Lord, 
that I am not as other men are;" and which, like the 
Levite of old, * passes by on the other side.” Hence, 
“our set,” as such, will hay, with my consent, no 
hold upon this enterprise, “Our set” may hav its 
use and place, but this club has no place or use for it. 
Instead of “ our set,” I would see every worthy set 
included here, to form in their ensemble a beautiful 
and harmonious mosaic. The gentleman of the future 
is to be an inclusiv, not an exclusiv man. As Emer- 
son says: “The exclusiv excludes itself" There- 
fore, Mrs. Grundy, I trust, will never receive a notice 
of election here. I hope she will not even obtain a 
ticket of admission to any of our exercises. Should 
she ask any of you to let her in, tell her she had bet- 
ter go to hear the Mikado, or to see Dixie in 
“ Adonis.” The aristocracy of which I speak is the 
only aristocracy consistent with democracy. Against 
any other kind, against any meaner kind, the people 
are sure, sooner or later, to rise to assail and to over- 
turn it.. In this high sense let us become, if we are 
not now, the real leaders, the veritable aristocracy of 
New York, and, through association with similar socie- 
ties, the essential aristocracy of the United States and 
of the world. Through good luck or good manage- 
ment we hav scored a success. By continuing the 
courageous prudence which has characterized us in 
the past, we can develop this enterprise into an in- 
stitution possessed of its own club house independent 
of my own or of anyone’s special personality. This 
is what I would see. 

The club of the future, my friends, is not a man’s 
club or a woman's club, but a man's and woman's 
club, designed, first, for high humanitarian endeavor ; 
second, intellectual culture, and third, for social 
recreation. 

oeo — — — — 
A Social Dream of Thomas Paine. 
The omitted, Portion of Mr. Wakemaws Paine Address. 


Thomas Paine forecast the true line of political evolution. 
Our statesmen, reformers, Socialists, philanthropists are 
at fault in not taking up the great movements of the 
present as continuations of the great designs and revo- 
lutions of the last century—traced nowhere more clearly 
than in the conclusion of the ‘‘ Rights of Man.” As there 
shown, so now, liberty, peace, prosperity, and relief from 
crushing taxation are impossible except under a federation of 
the civilized nations. Now, as then, America, France, Eng- 
land, and Holland, could (should they try) compel such fed- 
eration by force of public opinion, and an appeal to the mani- 
fest interests of all other civilized peoples. Now, as then, 
the great obstacle is the Tory aristocrcy of England. Let 
England become a republic, and soon, very soon, home rule 
would be the fact in every land, and federation would make 
mankind a family of nations. Thus the political dreams of 
Thomas Paine would be realized! Until the government of 
these personal dynasties is broken in Europe, what possible 
escape is there from armies and their officers, nobilities, priv- 
ileges, taxes, slavery, cruelty, superstition, and ignorance? 
The priests, and officers, and tax-gatherers continue the 
policy of the feudal system cast into the forms of national 
governments. While that continues, liberty can only wlis- 


of dollars’ worth of property; what does that signify | per, suffer, and die—or fly to America. - Paine was right, then, 
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that liberty can only exist when secured and protected by 
the democratic republic in federation with similar republics. 


-The first step of progress must ever be those of political 


emancipation, as the frame-work, security, and guarantee of 


all other reforms. 


This brings us to refer briefly to his Social Dreams, which . 
revolution should in his view render possible. Open at his 
pamphlet, ‘‘ Agrarian Justice,” and you will strike at once 
his solution of the most important social problem of civiliza- 
tion. He shows that in the lower forms of human society 
land is communal and social, and has no value nor ownership 
except by the user, because everyone has all he wants. , In 
civilization, however, the increase of population enables but 
a few to actually occupy the land, and thus they usurp 
and expropriate the many from all interest in the land, 
which is the common right and inheritance of all, and 
which has its chief value because the many are extruded 
from their right to it. The owner so-called, even when the 
user really adds but little to its value by his improvements, 
and only temporarily. But the wrong does not end here. 
All there is of riches, wealth, or capital, though not land, 
comes from land and labor.. Wage-labor is only paid enough 


,to keep itself alive, and its surplus of product is held by the 


'owners of the land or of capital, as rent, or profit, or interest. 
Thus, he says, civilization tends to defeat itself—the rich to 
become richer and fewer, the poor to become poorer and 
more. ‘The result is seen in ever-recurring rebellions of the 
outs against the ins, by strikes, violence, and agrarian laws, 
and various means of re-appropriation. Thus progress and 
poverty ever go hand in hand as civilization advances. 

Does this remind you of the speculations of Mr. Henry 
George? Does it remind some of you of the plansthat hav 
been presented by me at certain sociological and other meet- 
ings through the last five years in this city, whereby, by 
means of wages, salaries, and pensions, especially to women, 
the redistribution of the products of labor is sought to be 
achieved more justly and equitably? 

Of course, I cannot answer for Mr. George, but I must can- 
didly confess that, upon a review of Paine’s ‘‘ Agrarian Jus- 
tice” within the last year, the old motto came forcibly to 
mind—‘‘ Cursed be he who has said my good things before 
me.” Only we should say blessed, not cursed; for the step 
that follows is surer and firmer than the step that leads. Let 
those who wish to pursue sociological speculations intelli- 


‘gently commence where Paine left off; that land belongs to 


the people fundamentally ; that wealth is social in its origin 
because the product of labor, recent or remote; that it should 
be redistributed after being gathered as rents, profits, inter- 
est and taxes; that this redistribution should be made in the 
interest of the public welfare by means of wages, advances, 
salaries, and pensions. This seems to be his plan concisely 
stated. We wait for some one to rise and show a plan that is 
more just and practical. Of course, the figuring used by 
Paine to illustrate this plan is now out of date, but the plan 
itself seems to be the only feasible one of the hundreds pro- 
posed to remove human poverty and misery. Attention to 
it may yet be an incalculable blessing to mankind. 

From his tracts on finance it is clear that, in his view, the 
money of a people should belong to the people, and be under 
the control of their government instead of usurers or specu- 
lators. 


e 
, All Are Invited. : 

To the friends of individual liberty, the supporters of free press 
and free mails, and the foes of Comstockian laws and meth- 
ods, greeting : 

The National Defense Association, with which you were 
formerly acquainted, and to whose funds for the defense of 
earnest Liberals you contributed generously, has not been 
dead nor'sleeping. It has been for two or three years qui- 
etly, steadily, and with very little expenditure, holding meet- 
ings, watching the operations of the enemy, and in all cases 
of injustice and oppression affording such assistance as it 
could in the way of giving good points or such advice as the 
experience of its members made possible. Its useful docu- 
ments hav been distributed where they would be likely to do 
the most good, and now they are running short. Much ma- 
terial or history has been accumulating which ought to ap- 
pear in convenient printed form to be used as ammunition 
while the battle goes on, and to those who may not hav been 
in a position to know of it we will say that assaults upon per- 
fectly legitimate domains of literature and art continue. The 
enemy with whom our valiant leader, D. M. Bennett, so hotly 
contended is yet on the war-path, yearning for the scalps of 
progressiv men, but we feel that the unflinching soul of D. M. 
Bennett still goes marching on in the hearts of those who 
backed him up in liis great trial, and we trust that a goodly 
number of them stand ready to aid in à work in which he 
would be activly engaged were he among us—the protection 
of principles of individual liberty, at least to the extent that 
we know them to be guaranteed by constitutional provisions. 

** Eternal Vigilance is the Price of Liberty "is the motto of 
the Defense Association, and we are vigilant. We hav acted 
as wide-awake pickets at the posts of danger, but we now 
need the sinews of war to enable us to throw hot shot in the 
enemy’s camp and hold them at bay. It is for this we invite 
subscriptions from those who several years ago exhibited so 
generous and patriotic a spirit. Let those now send who 
never sent before, and those who used to send now send the 
more. We will not only duly acknowledge contributions, 
but in course of time we will render to all's *^scribers an ac- 
counting of our actions, and prove to them as we hope that 
we shall hav acted wisely and to some effect. Though we 
were compelled to chronicle the death of our noble president, 
Hon. Elizur Wright, but a few weeks after he had written 
accepting the position, we hav voted to retain his honored 
name at the head of our list of officers for one year at least, 
for the mere name of such a leader is a tower of strength, 
and an incentiv to continued and earnest devotion to the 
cause with which he was in full sympathy. 

Contributions may be forwarded to our treasurer, E. W. 
Chamberlain, 120 Broadway, New York; the secretary, E. B. 
Foote, Jr., 120 Lexington avenue, or in care of the Health 
Monthly. E. B. Foote, JR., Secretary. 

E. W. CHAMBERLAIN, Treasurer. 


—9—9—9— 
Doubted! 
From. the Jewish Reformer. 

Progressiv and enlightened Judaism, stripped of its oriental 
garb, freed from its shell which now threatens to smother the 
long-hid precious kernel, rid of all its shackles, is destined to 
win the entire world for its sublime and simple truths. 

3 ———— 

To the Swansea (England) school board, the Rev. Canon 
Richards made the exhortation: ‘‘ Put only the New Testa- 
ment in the hands of the children; don’t'giv them the Old if 
you hav any regard for their morality.” Comment is un- 
necessary. : 
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eg pe 
Two Preachers Who Ditfer. 

Years ago old Jacob Harsen left the Bloom- 
ingdale Reformed church a large lot of land at 
the upper end of New York. As the property paid 
no taxes, and the city grew rapidly in that direction, 
the real estate turned out to be a bonanza for the 
Reformed church, and last fall a $300,000 edifice was 
erected from the proceeds of the sale of the land. In 
this building the Rev. Carlos Martyn preaches to a 
handful of people. On Sunday, the 7th, he undertook 
to explain to them why the museums should not be 
opened on Sundays. There were three sorts of 
people, he said, who were advocating such opening. 
The first class is men and women born abroad, the 
second class ‘is Europeanized Yankees, and the “ third 
class i$ alittle knot of open and avowed Infidels and 
Atheists, organized under a propaganda called the 
American Secular Union, whose president is the 
notorious Colonel Ingersoll, and its secretary a busy- 
body nobody—S. P. Putnam.” 

This is encouraging. When the clergy can do or say 
nothing else, they take to calling names. Being des- 
titute of reasons why the museums should not be 
opened, Mr. Martyn seeks to excite the prejudice of 
his people against the petitioners, and thinks he 
scores a point in calling the secretary of the Amer- 
ican Secular Union a busybody nobody. Such talk 
only shows Mr. Martyn’s bad breeding, the weak- 
ness of his cause,'and the damage done him men- 
tally by his religion. 

In striking contrast to the meager audience in the 
Reformed church and the intolerant language of its 
pastor, are the immense attendance at Heber New- 
ton's church, and the sensible remarks of Mr. New- 
ton-in favor of Sunday liberty. The subject was 


| holiday. Rest involves recreation. 


“The true Sacredness of Sunday,” asa text for 
another sermon on the museum question. Every 
seat was filled, and many sat upon the chancel steps. 
* Sunday," said the preacher, “is the -workingman’s 
The true Sab- 
bath has always carried in it more or less of this 
idea of recreation. The Catholic church has always 
preserved this aspect of Sunday. It was reserved 
for Puritanism to reverse the ancient idea of heresy, 
and make it consist in eating a warm dinner and in- 
dulging in a hearty laugh on Sunday. In. this rec- 
ognition of Sunday as a feast day or festival is in- 
volved the whole question of the lawfulness. of 
innocent amusements or pure pleasure on that day. 
Our Sunday is sacred to worship. But worship cov- 
ers a far larger scope than most men suppose. In 
its highest form known to us worship is the emotion 
kindled by noble thought, the light and warmth from 
the fire kindled in the mind. And so I say that our 
day of worship is sacred to the intellectual education 


|of man. Weare not compromising with conscience 


or yielding a dangerous concession to popular clamor 
in advocating the openings of libraries and museums 
on Sunday afternoons and evenings. We are urging 
a legitimate and historic use of the day which is 
sacred to the higher life of the intellect.” 

Between the Rev. Carlos Martyn and the Rev. R. 


H. Newton there is a vast intellectual chasm. 
————— ——9-$-9———— — —— 


Mr. Burnham Hardly Meant What He Said. 


Our esteemed friend Burnham sends us the fol- 
lowing in reply to our criticism of his article upon 
religious toleration in a late issue of Tus Trora 


SEEKER: 

** Mr. Eprrong, My Dear Friend: I hav read with care your 
friendly criticism on my article on ‘ Religious Toleration.’ 
Iam happy to inform you that I heartily indorse the most of 


it. Iconfess, however, that I am ata loss to know where: 


you find your data for your criticism. Iam sure that it is 
not in the paper to which you refer—that. is, only to a very 
limited extent. You say: ‘Neither can we assume as does 
Mr. Burnham that religions are useful.’ Mr. Burnham’s ut- 
terances are too well-known to be guilty of this assumption. 

Only in accommodation to others, I said that ‘it may be as- 
sumed that religions are useful.’ I assume that religions are 
not useful, nor do I believe that they are in any way useful; 

but if they are in any degree, I do not make war upon them 
or meddle with them, nor with the opinion, or belief, or hon- 
est conviction of anyone. All of this is stated in my article. 
It is the bad, the criminal, in the practice of beliefs that I 
object to. I am fully of the opinion that those religious 
practices to which I referred in my article are thus classed. 
They are bad as criminal to a greater or less extent. Your 
reference to the Mormons certainly must be called a mistake. 
My reference to Mormons was only to polygamous Mormons. 
I may very likely differ with you as to the criminal charac- 
ter of the practices of religions. I only plead for the interven- 
tion of statutory.enactment in those cases which are either a 
nuisance or criminal in practice. Many practices are toler- 


| erated on the ground of being religious which would not be 


upon any other ground. This is why I demand we should 
hav provisions made in the statutes for the punishment of 
such criminals. Reference to foreign religions and gods—I 
hardly thought anyone would take it very seriously. , Many 
of the rites of religion would not hav been tolerated only that 
they are religious. Mutilations would demand the extreme 
penalty of the law, as would polygamy, had they not been 
religious, and the former I think a greater sin than the latter, 
because it is a crime against an unresisting and speechless 
childhood, and thus it is with all religious rites. It makes 
unsuperstitious decency shudder, these vile practices per- 
formed in the name of the filthy gods of religion. The one 
religious practice of the Mormons is now to be suppressed by 
the strong arm of the nation, while sacred lying and sacred 
gambling, and filthy, degrading religious practices, are al- 
lowed to take place on the ground of home and fashionable 
religion. I say No; let them be punished just as you would 
punish the Mormons, If religion will not conform to 
decency in its practices, I do not see how anyone can tolerate 
it. J. H. BunSHAM." 


The best way to show our friend how mistaken he 
isis to quote his own words. In his communication 
in Tae Trots Seeker of January 30th he said: 


“I deny that any authority in this country has the right to 
tolerate or in any way protect crime. "There is no liberty.in 
such protection. There is no liberty in such toleration. 
Tolerate Freeman in his religious 7?te to kill his daughter. 
Tolerate the Mormon in his religious rite of polygamy. 
Tolerate the priesthood in wringing from their stupid 
devotees the secrets of their lives. Tolerate the incar- 
ceration of women in nunneries. Tolerate inquisitorial 
fires and hells where crime forever goes unpunished. Toler- 
ate forced fastings and rites which are in violation of the 
common decencies of life. Tolerate baptism in ice-cold 
water. Tolerate the lawlessness of the Salvation Army and 
the Free Methodist; and thus we find that every kind of 
foolish, harmful, and wicked practice is in vogue among 
these tolerated religious outlaws, and decency has no hear- 
ing or toleration unless it comes under some of these abom- 
inable superstitious religions. I ask those who are in the in- 
terest of freedom—not that of Anarchy, but freedom, which 


demands that no practice among those tolerated religions shal 
be tolerated or allowed that is inimical to the health of this com- — 
munity, or the. interest of the commonwealth—ought not this 
nation to reserve the right to abate a nuisance at all times’ 
and in all places?" : 

It seems to us that in the above Mr. Burnham is 
pleading against the toleration of the practices men- 
tioned, and we candidly confess we see no reason 
why a man should not fast if he wishes to, or why a 
Free Methodist should feel the strong arm of the 
law. And,as we asked before, who is to say what is for 
the health of the community, or in the interest of the 
commonwealth? Again, Mr. Burnham says: 

“These representativs of a foreign religion and a foreign 


| God should not be allowed to bring their religion or their 


gods with them any more than they should be allowed to 
bring their contagious diseases along. If any are to be ex- 
cluded, there would be less danger to the nation in the exclu- 
sion of the former than the latter.” 

Again: 

“Such people should not be allowed, when they become 
citizens of this nation, to worship any foreign gods. They 
should worship the gods of this country—American gods; 
they are bad enough for all practical purposes. Is it not in 
violation of this nation’s protectiv decency when those who 
hav found asylum here are disturbers of the peace through 
the importation of habits and customs nativ in despotic gov- 
ernments, but only elements of discord and danger here? 
Importation should be denied to all of these, whether they come 
in a religious or a political form. The most of our riots and 
crime come from these sources, and they should not be tol- 
erated in these disturbing practices.” 


We think we hardly need remind Mr. Burnham 
that governmental interference with habits and cus- 
toms approaches dangerously near to despotism. 

And once more: 


“ Whenever they [religious devotces] interfere with child- 
hood, enforcing vows, baptism, or mutilation, then they 
should be pronounced criminal or a nuisance; and if criminal 
should be punished, and if the latter, abated.” 


And lastly: 

‘It may be assumed that religions are useful, and there- ` 
fore should be tolerated and protected. So far as they are 
useful, that is all right, but this is not the point in debate.” 

These are the sentences in Mr. Burnham’s article 
to which we took exception, arguing that not religions 
should be dealt with by law, but only those religious 
criminals who hav interfered with the rights of others. 
But if Mr. Burnham did not mean what the above- 
quoted sentences say, then we can only deplore the 
faulty method of expression he uses, which conveys 
to the reader the opposit of the idea he intends. 
Whether the blame is with our esteemed friend 
Burnham or the English language we are not pre- 
pared to say. We are glad to note, however, that he 
has not availed himself of the immense advantage he 
might hav gained by laying the blame all on the 
printer. 
Marriage of a Catholic. 

À very amazing instance of ignorance and faith on 
the part of a Roman Catholic woman has afforded the 
newspapers of this city considerable spicy fun. At 
the same time, the affair well illustrates the folly of 
allowing ecclesiastics to interfere in temporal matters. 

Maud Miller is a daughter of Joaquin Miller, the 
poet. Sheisalsoa Roman Catholic. Some time ago 
she married a son of the well-known theatrical man- 
ager, Mr. Steele Mackaye. Her husband, Mr. Arthur 
Mackaye, not providing for her, she went upon the 
stage to earn a living. While thus engaged, she met 
a Mr. Loudon McCormick, with whom she fell in love, 
and recently married, without, however, procuring a 
divorce from Mr. Mackaye, or compassing his death. 
The reason she givs for her bigamous action is that 
her husband, Mr. Mackaye, was never baptized into 
the Catholic church, and therefore her marriage with 
him was null and void, though regularly performed 
by a priest. To sustain her in this queer position 
she quotes the written opinion of one Father Pres- 
ton, of this city, to whom she wrote concerning her 
alliance with Mr. Mackaye.. His answer was that so 
far as the church was concerned she had never been 
married to Mr. Mackaye. With childish ignorance 
of law and a devout woman’s faith in the church, she 
thought this settled the matter, and took a second 
husband. 

Naturally, the first husband sues for divorce, and 
one would suppose he would hav no trouble in pro- 
curing it—least of all that she would contest the pro- | 
ceedings. But here the amazing part of the religious 
comedy comes in. Her lawyer contests the divorce 
on the ground that there never was any marriage, and 
of course no divorce can be granted where no mar- 
riage occurred. The claim is made that Mackaye 
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induced Miss Miller to marry him through fraud and 
misrepresentation, and that the marriage ceremony 
was for that reason null and void. The allegation of 
fraud is based upon the statement made by Mackaye 
before the marriage that he had been baptized and 

sehristened in the Roman Catholic faith. Miss Mil- 
ler’s council asserts that Mr. Mackaye had never been 
baptized or christened! : 

Of course the laws of this country are not yet so 
‘religious that a failure to comply with church regula- 
. tions can make a civilly legal marriage null and void, 
.and Miss Miller can hav no case. The statute grant- 

ing priests and ministers power to unite men and 
women in marriage says nothing about such union 
being incomplete because of the failure of one party 
to comply with certain Catholic mummery. So long 
as there are no civil impediments the ceremony is 
binding. It is surprising that a lawyer should even 
think of setting up such aclaim. Miss Miller's coun- 
sel must imagin he is living in some South American 
country where the church is also the state. 

But it all goes to show how incomplete the educa- 
tion of a woman is under Roman Catholic instruc- 
tion, and what a state of affairs we should hav if 
Roman Catholicism could get control of the country. 


—— e 
Homeopathy and Catholicism. 

The Roman Catholic papers of England are dis- 
cussing a very serious problem for them—a problem 
whose consequences are tremendous and far-reaching, 
even to the next world. Upon the solution of the 
question depends the eternal happiness or misery of 
thousands of Roman Catholics, and the transient fat- 
ness of homeopathic physicians’ purses. The discus- 
sion is, as the cable informs us: 

** Whether homeopathic globules are either food or drink. 
If they are, one cannot be taken before Holy Communion. If 
they are supposed merely to dissolve in the saliva, and be- 
come a part of that, then, it is argued, they can.” 

Our readers will see at once the importance of a 
right decision upon this question. If by any means 
a bit of food should get into the stomach of a Cath- 
olic before he partakes of the communion, he is ‘a 
doomed man, unless he pays the priest to giv him an 
indulgence, or dispensation, or absolution. If the 
little harmless-looking globule should be food, then 
the man who takes it is a goner. But this puts a sick 

“man ina tight place. If the medicin it necessary to 
save his life, and he takes it, his soul is gone., If he 
does not take it, his body is gone. Either way, he is 
in ‘a predicament, and he must make up his mind 
which is worth the most to him, his soul or his phys- 
ical life. But if on the other hand the globule assim- 
ilates with the fluids of the body, then he can hav 
both his soul and his body. The church ought 
really to resurrect some of the Jewish physicians and 
chemists she. once burnt to decide this question. 

But what is the use of paying a man for making 
infallible decisions if the old gent at Rome cannot 
settle the matter off-hand? And considering the 
great stakes involved, he should decide that homeo- 
pathic globules bear no resemblance whatever to 


food. It makes no difference whether they do or 


not—the decision must be made for the greatest good 
of the greatest number. A fact should never be 
allowed to interfere in religious matters. 


E 


————r-9-—————— 
Doing a Good Business. 

Under the provisions of section 210, chapter 410, 
Laws of 1882 (New York city Consolidation act of 
1882) police magistrates are permitted to commit chil- 
dren to the care of various so-called charitable insti- 
tutions. For this care the law allows the managers 
to charge $2 per weëk. Under this law the Board of 
Estimate hav appropriated from the Excise fund the 
following amounts to pay last September's bill: 


Institution of Mercy............. eee M $7,981.71 
St. Joseph's Asylum................. .. 8,080.14 
St. Stephen's Home for Children. .. .. 8,882.79 
Mission of the Immaculate Virgin..................... 8,155.48 


Missionary Sisters, Third Order of St. Francis.... 3,784.86 
Asylum Sisters of St. Dominio. ................eeeesse 8,216.57 
. Dominican Convent of Our Lady of the Rosary... ^ 2,965.71 
Association for the Benefit of Colored Orphans... 945.85 


1,158.14 
178.86 


St. James’s Home.......... —— 
Association for Befriending Children and Young 


St. Ann's Homo. ..... esee meret eene 
American Female Guardian Society and Home 


for the Frieridless. .......:.-.cseseeesesesscesceseeneces 829.57 
Asylum of St. Vincent de Paul.. 471.48 
St. Agatha’s Home for Children. 1,076.43 
St. Michaels Home......................-- 388.29 
Hebrew Sheltering Guardian Society.... 3,161.71 


Ladies Deborah Nursery and Children's Pro- : 
[rc E" 


TSE ene xen E al cita e fere 844,690.06 


8,859.05 


252.57 


From the Excise fund was also voted. $230.96 to 
the * Home for Fallen and Friendless Girls.” Out 
of the special appropriation which was included in 
the final estimate for the year 1885, entitled, “ For 
the Support of Chiidren Committed by Magistrates 
to various Charitable Institutions in the City of New 
York, at a per capita allowance of $2 per weeis—De- 
ficiency for year 1885,” the above tabulated institu- 
tions hav drawn for October, 1885, $47,586.35, and 
for November, 1885, $46,573.64. For the same 
months the “Home for Fallen and Friendless Girls” 
has drawn from the Excise fund $498.49. 

"These institutions seem to'be doing a very good 
business, and their profits ought to be large enough 
to enable them to pay their taxes. But would it not 
be a stroke of economy on the part of the state to hav 
the children committed to the Children's Aid Society, 
which supports them at an average rate (as Dr. 
Foote, Jr., pointed out in Tus TRUTH SzEkzR of Jan- 
uary 28d) of $37.90 per year, instead of to these 
religious corporations which charge $104.00 annually? 

One of the sections of the petition to be presented 
this winter to the legislature of this state asks for 
the repeal of the laws appropriating money from the 
public treasury for the support of the institutions 
founded and managed chiefly by sectarian denomina- 
tions. In considering this clause, the legislature 
could not do better than to appoint a committee to 
investigate these institutions trafficking in charity. 
A thorough investigation would, we believe, reveal a 
thoroughly rotten system. 

<0 -— 
Editorial Notes. 

We acknowledge with sincere thanks the donations of J. 
G. Rodman, of Locust Valley, of $4.50, and Newton White- 
head of this city, of $4.75 toward illustrations. 


Rev. Mx. TALMAGE was in Washington recently, and took 
advantage of the visit to pray to the senators. He had an 
audience of four. The rest entered the Senate chamber after 
the prayer was finished. 


Mr. Josepn Cook, the Boston Monday lecturer, informs 
the universe that “the chief trouble of Ireland is that 
itis Ireland." "The chief trouble with Joseph Cook, retorts 
the Sun, is that he is Joseph Cook. If he had been some- 
body else he would hav had sense. 


'(TALMAGE lectured in this city last week upon '*'The Ab- 
surdities of Evolution." He said that the human race is 
going backward instead of forward. We admit that Mr. 
Talmage's existence is an argument in favor of this theory; 
but then, one swallow doesn't make à summer. 


Ir is in and by these (Christian) schools that the Catholic faith, 
our grontest and best inheritance, is preserved whole and entire.— 
eo XIII. 


This is the office of the Christian school—the preservation 
of the Catholic fatth.—Catholic Union and Times. 

Precisely. We all know that, and it is just the reason why 
the American pcople do not propose to divide the school 
money. 


One of the sharpest of THz Truru Seeker contributors 
writes: ‘‘I see that Tucker and Appleton gave you ‘fits’ in 
Liberty. Y hav heretofore regarded Appleton as an able 
writer, but when I found him capable of giving utterance to 
this absurdity, ‘ Civil government and theological are one 
and the same thing,” I concluded I had been vastly over- 
rathig him as a reasoner.” As we said, our correspondent is 
very sharp. 


* Now that the bitter cold weather has come, and thou- 
sands of wretched men and women and children out of em- 
ployment, it is pleasant to think,” says Helen Wilmans, * how 
warm and comfortable they can keep, leaning up against the 
oütside walls of the magnificent church buildings of this and 
other cities. If it were not for this they would be tempted to 
warm themselvs about the stoves iu the saloons and dance- 
houses. What a glorious boon to humanity the religion of 
the churches of to-day is, anyway!” 


Too much Christianity is not good for ignorant negroes. 
One of them went “up to the Lord” on the 25th ult., at 
Henderson, Ky., because he had too much faith in biblical 
promises. A week ago last Sunday morning Calvin Simpson 
visited the house of Mrs. Graves, an aged woman living with 
her invalid son and two daughters. All were in bed, the 
hour being one o’clock. He broke down the door, and the 
language he used left no doubt of his intention. The women 
ran screaming from the house, habited only in their night 
clothes. The son ran to a neighbor's. Simpson followed the 
old lady, and struck her upon the head with a club, crushing 
in her skull. The girls hid under a bridge. The son brought 
the neighbor, who seized Simpson, and, with the help of 
others who had become aroused, lodged. him in jail. The 
next Sunday morning abou. ^fty men visited the jail, took 
Simpson from his cell, and led him out toa grove a short 
distance from the town. The leader of the men then asked 
him whether or not he was the murderer of Mrs. Graves. To 
this Simpson answered “ Yes” in a sullen tone. To the ques- 
tion as to his reasons for committing the murder he replied: 
“The Lord commanded me to kill her, and I had to mind 
him." **Up you go to the Lord, then,” replied the leader. 
Simpson was told to do what praying he desired to, and he 
began by declaring that he had a commission from God and 


praying that his life might be spared by divine interposition. 
The divine interposition not arriving, the negro was swung 
up and some fifty bullets lodged in his body. The people 
around Henderson regard his religious professions as sham, 
but we see no more reason to doubt the reality of his Chris- 
tianity than that of Freeman. 


AT the request of the Sabbath Association, Mayor Smith, 
of Philadelphia, last week issued a proclamation calling the 
attention of the people of that city to the law of 1794, forbid- 
ding any worldly employment or business on Sunday. The 
Sabbath Association thought this would scare the people 
of Philadelphia into going to church, or at least into closing 
their stores. But the proclamation had no effect whatever. 
Proprietors of cigar stores, barber shops, and confectionery 
stores continued to do business in the usual way. Milkmen 
and newspaper carriers went absut thcir usual avocations 
without fear of the vengeance of the Sabbath Association. 
The published penalty of.a fine of $4 or a six days' impris- 
onment in the House of Correction for any violation of the 
obsolete and almost forgotten law, did not seem to hav any 
terrors for the class of people whom the Sabbath Association 
desire to reach, and we recommend the association to estab- 
lish an inquisition. 


A LETTER in the New York Times of February ist reveals a 
funny state of affairs at the Young Men's Christian Asso- . 
ciation in this city. The writer says: 

* Being a strauger in New York, and wishing to read 
the “North American Review, Y called at the library of 
the Young Men’s Christian Association, Twenty-third 
street and Fourth avenue, hoping to find it there. I 
was told by the librarian in charge that his instructions 
were not to let any one hav it or any book of fiction to 
read on Sunday. But he condescended to say that, if 
1 would tell him what particular article I wanted to read, he 
would see if it was admissible for me to hav the inagazine for 
that purpose. I had seen-a good deal of narrowness in the 
work of this association elsewhere, but thought if Mr. Vander- 
bilt had provided so liberally for the New York Association in 
his will it might possibly be different. In the library or read- 
ing room were fifteen or twenty persons reading the good 
books selected for them, and the only English magazines 
were the Presbyterian and Methodist reviews, and Home Mis- 
sionary reports.” 


Once in a while we find a sentiment in church papers that 
we can heartily indorsc. Here is one from the Christian 
Advocate: 

“Of all absurd methods of trying to convince men aud 
women of scnse of anything, a list of the opinions of great 
men.seems to us among the most absurd. No man’s opinion, 
except as an expert in matters of fact that no one but an ex- 
pert can understand, is of any value except to children and 
weak-minded persons, only as the reasons upon which that 
opinion is founded are valid; and every man of sense must 
judge those reasons for himself before he adopts the opinion, * 
no matter who holds it.” 

This is a good decal truer than gospel. But iu arguing 
with Infidels Christians wil ransack the graveyards of the 
world for names of those who hav been believers in their par- 
ticular superstition. But. they might as well bring the 
tombstones from which they get the names and set them in a 
row before the Infidel to convince him. For, as Dr. Buckley 
says, there is not one thing so impracticable, so monstrous, 
so pernicious, that some men or woman of great intellect and 
learning hav not believed in it. : 


Se 

Or the thousands of dollars subscribed to relieve the vic- 
tims of the recent earthquakes in Spain, a correspondent of 
the London Times is unable to find that more than a frac- 
tional part was ever applied to the object for which it was 
intended. The correspondent says: ‘‘It was explained to 
me that the late archbishop had received a great deal of 
money for the victims of the earthquake. No account, how- 
ever, is forthcoming of the expenditure. The present arch- 
bishop is equally reticent.. On the other hand, extraordinary 
activity is displayed throughout the province in the restora- 
tion of churches, convents, and other religious establish- 
ments. These works are not limited to the edifices damaged 
by the earthquake, but many buildings that were only injured 
by the effects of time and neglect are now being renovated. 
I was shown two such structures in Granada. People hav 
not failed to wonder how it is that buildings which had been 
left to their fate for so many years happen to be repaired 
within a few months after the reccipt of the subscriptions for 
the earthquake." 


Tus New York Tribune says: 

it Sigma! writes to Tue TRUTH SEEKER that during the last 
few months he has been endeavoring to ascertain how and by 
what means he was converted from Christianity to Infidelity. 
‘ And, strange as it may appear, he states, ‘I hav come to 
the dispassionate conclusion that the simple reading of the 
Bible has done it. Indeed, that reminds us. Some nights 
agoa policeman ran across a chap uptown, where a great 
building is being erected, who was vigorously assaulting an 
immense block of granite with something which he held in 
his hand. '* What arc you doing there? sharply inquired 
the policeman. ‘Strange as it may appear,’ was the chap’s 
reply, as he held up the remains of a cooked vegetable, ‘I 
am trying to pulverize this granit block with a boiled car- 
rot.’ » 

This is a very brilliant hit; though where it hits we are 
unable to see. It reminds us, however, of the little girl's 
argument against Atheists. The story says: “A little 
western prodigy of a religious turn of mind, aged three years, 
has given forth the following moral lecture in tlie shape of a 
story: ‘Once there were two colts. One of them belonged 
to a man who had a God and the other belonged to a man 
who didn’t hav any God. One of t, em looked over the fence 
and didn’t hav anything to eat. His man didn’t hav any . 
God. The other colt eat lots and lots of grass in his pasture, 
and he grew, and grew, and grew, until he got a tail and a 
buggy to him. His man hada God." If the Zribune writer 
and the little girl continue their efforts, Infidelity and Atheism 
will soon be unknown. 


Y 
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Letters from friends. 


Cuicaco, Irr., Feb. 3, 1886. 
Mr. Eprron: The editorial, **Religious Toleration,” in your 
issue of January 80th, is so in accord with my sentiments 
that I cannot forbear thanking you for expressing the same so 
admirably. How often hav I insisted, “The state has no 
right to prohibit any act not vicious or criminal. The state 
has no right to interfere with a person not trespassing on the 

rights of others." E. HOPKINS. 


Fareo, D. T., Jan. 24, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: Inclosed please find: $8 on account of Truri 
SEEKER. The paper comes regularly, and I cannot say too 
much in praise of the policy pursued by you in your effort 
to present to the people of this and other couatries the great 
truths embodied in our principles as Liberals. We must be 
up and at work. The daggers that are being thrust by the 
monstrous church are striking at the vitals of all our public 
institutions.  'Their effect is already too plain. We must 
organize and prepare for the conflict, and fight the battles of 
right against wrong. 

Our good friend, E. A. Nugent, called on us last evening 
to consult as to what would be the best course to pursue. 
We first decided to organize at the earliest day possible, be- 
cause in unity alone there is strength. 

We decided to obtain the name of every Liberal in this city, 
then distribute Liberal literature among them—Tns TRUTA 
SEEKER to everyone if possible—then call a meeting, and or- 
ganize a branch of the American Secular Union. We hav 
plenty of materialat hand to draw from, which wc hope to 
demonstrate to you at a later day. ^ We hav men of brain, 
weight, and influence. We hav the church also, with all its 
glory, superstition, and ignorance in our midst to comfort, 
but we are determined to be fearless and outspoken, and 
battle for the right and stand by the consequences. 

Very truly yours, JOHN PETERKIN. 


New York, Jan. 30, 1886. 
Mr. Epiror: Inclosed please find check for $5. Send me 
one ALMANAC; the balance I donate to Tug TRUTH. SEEKERS 
pictures. Newton WHITEHEAD. 


JoriET, ILL., Jan. 18, 1886. 
Mr. Epitor: I don’t know as I can say anything to ex- 
press my views as to the merits of your TRUTH SEEKER, but 
Iam surprised at some of your correspondents who claim to 
be Liberals, and claim that they are right and every one that 
don't think as they do is all wrong. Do they ever think 
that there are no two faces alike, or any two minds alike; 
that we are all differently constituted, and therefore it is sim- 
ply impossible to think alike? If they are as Liberal as they 
claim to be, why not concede to others what they claim for 
themselvs? It make no difference what a man or woman 
believes, if they are honest in that belief. Belonging to a 
certain church or belonging not to any, makes a man no bet- 
ter. It is a matter of his own choosing, and he is responsi- 
ble for his own choosing, and no one else. I like Miss H. H. 
Gardener's writings very much, and shall send for her book 
very soon. 
I wil try and be more punctual in the future. 
you long life and success in your noble undertaking, 
Yours for universal liberty, : J. T. MirrsPAven. 


Wishing 


Osnxosu, Wis., Jan. 80, 1886. - 

Mr. Epiror: Well, sir, I went to church again last Tues- 
day evening, to hear the Free Methodist, and after the meet- 

ing was over I had a tilt with the preacher just before start- 
ing for home. That evening he gave out word that he would 
visit any one at their homes if they wished him to do so, and 
after the meeting was over I handed him my card, and in- 
vited him to come and see me. ‘‘ Are you a Christian ?" said 
he. ‘‘ No, sir,” said I. ‘‘I am one of the strongest Infidels 
you ever saw." “ Well,” said he, “may I pray in your 
house if I come?" ‘‘ No, sir," said I, ‘for I want no such 
foolishness in my house; but I hav some very good reading 
.matter there, such as Thomas Paine's works, Colonel Inger- 
soll’s works, together with the New York TnurH SEEKER and 
many other Liberal works. I also hav the Bible there, and 
if you will come, I think I can amuse you very well for an 
hour or so. And,” said I, *I will giv you the first chance to 
convert me, and if you make a failure on me, then I will try 
and convert you.” ‘‘ But,” said he, “I can’t convert you?" 
“How do you know?” said I. ‘‘You hav not tried yet.” 
“ But I know I can’t,” said he. ‘“ Well, then,” said I, “ giv 
me a chance on you.” **Oh, you can't convert me,” said he, 
* and if you will not let me pray in your house I will not 
come and see you.” *'Did you ever get anything you prayed 
for?" said I. ‘‘ Yes," said he; “God cured me of a very 
bad cold one time." ‘‘ Well,” said I, ‘‘some old woman 
would have done as well as that for you. But I never got 
anything that I prayed for, and I can make as good a prayer 
as you," Then I bad him good-night, and went home. 

But the next evening I went there again, and took THE 
TRUTH SEEKER with me, and after the meeting was over I 
went to him and said: *' Since you will not come and see me, 
I will make you a present of this paper, if you will read it.” 
“ Oh, I hav seen plenty of truth seekers,” said he, ** but it is 
not the truth they are after." “I beg pardon, sir," said I, 
“but it is the truth they are after, and nothing else; and you 
will find more truth in that one paper than you will find in 
your whole Bible." 'The next evening I went there again, 
and when an opportunity offered I asked him if he had read 
that paper. ‘‘ Well, no," said he. *'Ifound that it smelled 
of tobacco, and.I put it in the stove." ** ATU" said I, * that 
was only an excuse for not reading it," for I am very careful 
of my reading matter, and no tobacco had been: near it. 
Just then another man came up and spoke to him, when he 


turned upon him and said, “ I will not talk with you; you | 


are drunk." Now,I will swear on. the Bible, or the TRUTH 
SEEKER ALMANAC, that the man was not drunk, and had. they 
bcen out of doors the man would hav knocked him down for 
his insolence, and I would hav said, "Tis well.” 

Ihav never been to that church but what he has insulted 
me as well as others. The first evening I went there he 
asked me my name, and I gave it to him, but he was not 
gentleman enough to giv me his, and the last evening I was 
there I took occasion to remind him of it. ‘‘ If I approach a 
stranger, and wish to learn his name,” said I, * I will first 
tell him mine, and then ask for his name. I can' at least 
teach you what the character of a gentleman is." 

Ishall probably not go there any more; for I do not "wish 
to be seen in such company. I get THe TRUTH SEEKER every 
Saturday night, so you see I am prepared for church every 
Sunday. This Free Methodist preacher finally told me his 
name, Rev. Mr. Sheppard, and said he was from Illinois, and 
I guess it must be so, for all he does is to make a noise. 
Talk about shonting, he only seems to be mad because he 
cannot make more noise; but he don’t get many converts, 
and this is a good season, too. 

Please do not forget my books. 


Yours always, Gro. M. Hare. 


Mipp.ezory, Ixo., Jan. 29, 1880. 

Mr. Epitor: Please allow me a word in the hair-snake dis- 
cussion. A hair-snake occupies the same position in evolu- 
tion that all the lower animals do. According to J. D. Steele, 
F.G.S., and many other authors who are regarded as stand- 
ard, they hav an origin entirely different from that given by 
your subscribers, a hair never forming even a part of the ani- 
mal under consideration. The above author says: ''The 
hair-snake is so called from the erroneous notion that it orig- 
inates from horse-hairs soaked in water. Probably by the 
eggs being eaten the larvee obtain access to the bodies of 
grasshoppers, etc., and, coiling up within the cavity, reach a 
length of ten times tenfold that of their host. At maturity 
they desert the insects at whose expense they hav been nour- 
ished, and seek the water to lay their eggs and die.” The 
above is quoted verbatim from Steele’s ‘‘ Zoology,” and more 
authority might be easily given to show: that a hair never did 
or could change or be changed into an animal—at least it 
could not without the process of digestion and assimilation. 
As the exact origin of the animals under discussion is not 
very well understood, even by our best naturalists, it is evi- 
dent that the description of them given by Messrs. Wallace 
and Van Pelt hav but a single merit, viz., the introduction of 
the subject and consequent inculcation of truth in the minds 
of the many readers of the much-valued TRUTH SEEKER. It 
will also be noticed that, while they are both positiv of the 
origin, naturalists are not quite so certain, and say '' prob- 
ably.” Are there not cases on record, regarded as authentic, 
of hair growing after death, the hair using the decaying” 
body in its growth, the same as vegetation uses the nutriment 
in the soil? Here it becomes, or at least acts the part.of, a 
plant, while Mr. Van Pelt, of Cleveland, would hav it change 
to an animal. C. D. Wallace’s description of the “‘ hair- 
snake” given in Tue TRUTA SEEKER of January 9th will not 
bear investigation. Would the millions of animalcule that 
make their home in the ‘‘slime and dirt," as he asserts, hav 


the power to move the hair? If they could, would their 


movements be in harmony or unison? Would they not exert 
their millions of movements in as many different directions, 
making an equilibrium, so that hair, mud, and all would re- 
main in a state of relativ rest forever if there be no other dis- 
turbing cause? Would not this be in accordance with one 
of the first laws of motion, made known tothe world by 
Sir Isaac Newton? Again, does the sponge (which is not an 
animal, but a colony of animals, or ‘‘ subaqueous city," as 
Huxley remarks) hav the power of locomotion?. Or is not 
man the only animal having sufficient intelligence to take 
possession of a home and then transport it about with him ? 
And finally, is the sacred, old, and identical story of Samson 
and the foxes in accordance with the well-known and fixed 
laws of nature? If it is, so is friend Wallace's, and vice versa. 
M. R. TEEsDALE. 


FARMINGTON, O., Jan. 18, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: Apropos of Mrs. Wheelock’s letter in the last. 
TRUTH SEEKER, I wish to say that thirty-five years ago I lived 
neighbor to a good Methodist family, in which was a girl not 
over four years old that had not attended school, and in her 
normal state knew nothing of writing, and yet, under some 
influence that would come upon her, she would write; and 
the writing so done would claim to come from the dead, so- 
called. I tested her myself. The writing would be short. 
sentences addressed to friends, and signed by some deceased 
person. f 

Now, in the light of facts like these, and ten thousand oth- 
ers, it is the grossest assumption and inconsistency for Trues- 
dell, Miss Gibson, Elmina, etc., to assert that Spiritualism is 
fraud. Let them meet our facts. I must say that the disre- 
gard for facts and logic which some of our Materialist friends 
evince is some palliation for severe language, to say the least. 
Do you say we are credulous? Let us see who is credulous. 
You admit—we all admit—that Truesdell takes a clean slatc, 
puts a bit of pencil on it, and ties a slate on this, or puts the 
first slate tight up under the table-leaf, and writing is done 
on the slate. Ella tells us she is sure, yes, she may say she 
‘knows Truesdell did it." Elmina gets the name “D. M. 
Bennett" under the same circumstances, and ‘‘ Truesdell did 
it.” We say spirits did it, using for the purpose an element 
they find in Truesdell that they do not find in all—in fact, in 
few—and utilizing a law which we, as yet, do not under- 
stand. Now, in all candor, I ask, who is most credulous? 
Why, my dear good sisters, if you see a man tugging away 
at his boot-straps, and he, by common consent, rises up in 
the air, you at once say, ‘‘ Of course he raised himself," if so 


saying (and so '* believing, ? of course) is necessary to serve 
the cause of Materialism ! 

Why do we say it is spirits? Elmina pas told us; “D. M. 
. Bennett" on the slate; ‘‘H. W. Curtis," a deceased brother, 
on a slate in my possession, with a glass screwed over it to 
preserve it; and the slate full of writing, and this slate I 
washed with a'wet towel, and no one touched it but myself, 
and I held another slate over this as tightly as the glass now 
is, while the writing was done. Here are the sublime facts,. 
my sisters, before which we rest. Truesdell knows full well 
that I hav given the true version. 

From the time of the Twing rap till now, and be the phe- 
nomena of whatever phase, it has evcr claimed to be spirits. 
It is not mundane. Are we then such fools? My dear 
friends all, you will hav chance to work for Liberalism after 
you hav thrown off the mortal coil. E. F. Curtis. 


Proa, Uran, Jan. 20, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: Seeing nothing: from Peoa in your highly- - 
prized paper, perhaps it wowld not be amiss to drop a few 
lines. E 

I hear from a friend that S. P. Putnam will be around here 
this winter. Would that he was here, and could stay in this 
polygamy-ridden country for at least six months. I think he 
ċould make more converts in that time than the Mormons 
could in the Sandwich Islands in that many years. 

Three years ago there was not a person in this town that 
dare say he was (what they call us now) an Infidel; but now 
there area good many. But most of them are mighty timid 
for the reason that they are depending on the community 
in a measure for their livelihood. | 

I think the people of Utah are opening their eyes a little 
since hearing Liberalism, and if we could hav some of our 
good speakers here it would do much good. 

I am of the same opinion as our friend W. F. Jamieson. I 
think we ought. to do more than we hav been doing for the 
children, and a better idea could not be hit upon than sowing 
broadcast Liberal leaves, such as would set them to thinking. 

The saints are in a pickle in Utah about the new Edmunds 
bill, and hav not got over the scare of the old one yet, as the 
underground railroad is loaded all the time with God’s chosen 
people (the polygs). 

Hoping we may see S. P. Putnam soon, I remain, 

Yours, as ever,- H. B. Wrieur. 


OGDEN, Uran, Dec. 30, 285. 

Mr. Eprron: I thought it my duty to write you concerning 
our missionary work and what appears to me as our further 
prospect in Utah. Knowing the space in Tur TRUTH SEEKER 
to be valuable, I shall be as brief as possible. What we need 
in Utah is a territorial Union, organized under the auspices of 
the American Secular Union. We are all well aware that or- 
ganization is the indispensable condition of effectiv action. 
It should be borne in mind, though, that organization can 
only utilize elements already existing, 7. e., in order to hav a 
right organization, we need the right kind of men and women 
to form it; thus if the individuals are not in any respect 
right in character and development, they are unfit material 
to enter into true organization, and wherever wè find a man 
who claims to be emancipated from the religious creeds and 
dogmas, but who proves himself in his freedom selfish, who 
takes no interest in the world's well-being, who will associate 
with nobody in behalf of progress, whose sympathies are shut 
off and his purse-strings tightened against every appeal for 
coóperation and help in the emancipation of his fellow-beings 
from the thraldom of their religious superstition, such a man 
is unfit material to enter into true organization. He is quite 
as unlovely an object to look upon as the orthodox Christian 
fanatic who is weighted down with his religious dogmas. 
For my part, in choosing, of the two men I would prefer the 
Christian by far, for then we would know what we would hav 
to contend with. I am sorry to say we find quite a number 
of this class of men in: Utah, and a great many of them call 
themselvs Freethinkers. This kind of Freethinking is no 
benefit to humanity. The world would be much better with- 
out it. I will state here that on my missionary trip through 
southern Utah I found some men who imagined that to be a 
Freethinker was all that was necessary. But we find that 
there are other things that are equally, and some even more, 
necessary than Freethinking. Radically right thinking 
means a vast deal more than merely Freethinking.  Free- 
thinking may think right or it may think wrong in the exer- 
cise of its freedom. . Again, our Freethinking may be useless 


‘or injurious rather than beneficial, unless it is right thinking 


or critically exact, end this is what we find to-day—that all 
of our leading reformers and agitators are men that are prac- 
tically and radically scientific, not teachers of wild specula- 
tions and that which is unthinkable, but are.teachers of the 
definit knowledge of. principles, laws, and methods. I shall 
now speak of another class of Freethinkers in Utah, and I 
am sorry to say that they are few and far between. Now, 

thisis the class of men and women who are composed of the 
right kind of material to form into a true organization. They 
can realize the benighted condition of their fellow-beings. 
They hav the true spark of humanity within them. They are 
ready and willing to do all they can in reason, and in some 
instances they do more than. they really should—+. ¢., I mean 
according to their circumstances—to liberate their fellow- 
beings from the thraldom of superstition. If we had enough 
of this kind of material to form a territorial organization, I 
would hav no fear for our cause in Utah. The men that we 
can tie to here, generally speaking, are in moderate circum- 
stances, and some very much so, and the only prospect that 
I can see for our cause in this benighted, priest-ridden terri- 
tory in the future is to get assistance from somewhere, in 
order to start the ball a-rolling until such time, at least, that 
we number sufficient to form a territorial Union. Now, here 
is a grand opening for some of our philanthropists who has 
the means to spare and who is desirous for the spread of 


‘matter, Ingersoll’s lectures, etc., for distribution. 
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Freethought. There is no place in the world that needs it 
more than this benighted territory, Utah. Their names would 
go down to posterity as benefactors. Now, to be plain in 
this matter, all that is wanted here is sufficient means to hire 
a Radical lecturer, one who is well acquainted with the tenets 
of Mormonism, and means at his command to hire halls to 
lecture in. He should be well supplied with Freethought 
If sucha 
man could be kept in the field say fot twelve months, with a 
fair salary and traveling expenses paid, and thus lecturing, 
discussing, and traveling from place to place so as to keep 
the pot continually on the boil, I bav no doubt in my mind 
that at the end of the twelve months we would hav a strong 
territorial Secular Union firmly established, and a large sub- 
scription for our. papers. Then we would beable to hold our 
own and assist the general cause, instead of being beggars. 
Persons coming to Salt Lake City, or Ogden, can form but a 
vague idea of Mormonism. : In order to find out the manners 
and customs of the Mormons they must go to the outside set- 
tlements, of which there are a good many, stop a while, and 
associate with the people. By this means they would soon 
learn what Mormonism is and its power. The Mormons are 
like other Christians in this practice of putting the best in 
view. "They will tell you that they believe in being as wise 
a8 serpents and harmless as doves, but let me tell you they 
are very far from being harmless. 'The Mormons as a mass 
are credulous and very tenacious. They are generally well 
posted in the Bible, and can. get away with any of the Chris- 
tians with regard to it, and when arguing with Christians they 
invariably take the Bible in its literal sense, and thus you will 
readily see that none of the Christian sects are able to hold 
their own with them. They take this course, though, only 
when it suits them. They are up to all the trickeries of 
Christianity, I can assure you. Besides places of worship or 
meeting-houses, as they call them, I will state here, they hav 
also temples, but they are only used on special occasions and 
for special purposes. On Sundays their meeting-houses are 
generally well filled with the credulous mass listening with a 
feeling of awe to some elder, priest, or apostle who is rolling 
his eyes upward, imploring vacuity and nothingness to feed 
and clothe them, to confound their enemies, and to bring the 
wisdom of the wise to naught (climax), with emphasis, and, 
** O Lord! thou knowest that no man can serve two masters." 
Generally speaking, though, the Mormons are honest in their 
belief, and they will often come with sentences like this, 
strongly emphasized: ‘‘I know that Mormonism is true. I 
know that John Taylor is a prophet of God, and I know that 
he is God's vicegerent upon the earth." You can see by this 
the kind of material we hav to work amongst. 

But when they do get their eyes opened, they invariably 
make good Infidels and good citizens. Problem: How can 
a man be a true citizen to a Secular form of government and 
at the same time be a sworn citizen to the/ingdom of God or 
an autocratic government? It is absolutely impossible. 

If this kind of Christianity is not checked and kept down, 
it wil only be a matter of time before it will fill our free 
country with a strong smattering of the worst kind of trai- 
tors. 

I will draw my letter to a close, or it will occupy too much 
of your valuable space, but before doing so I will make an 
appeal to, the Freethinkers, Spiritualists, Materialists, aud 
Agnostics of Utah. I think that the time has come when we 
should wake up to a true sense of our duty, be on the alert, 
and coóperate, work with zeal and with a pull all together. 
Although few are we in numbers, yet by using proper tactics 
we can accomplish much. This we should. always bear in 
mind, that all of the Christian sects are our “sitter enemies. 
We can look for no favors from such quarters whatever. 
We should distribute all the Freethought matter possible 
among our neighbors, and get all the subscribers we can to 
our cause. For ours is the holiest and noblest cause that a 
man can belong to. It is for the emancipation of our fellow- 
beings from the slavery of supevstition, and let our main ob- 
ject be, and as soon as practicable, to organize into a territo- 
rial Secular Union. By this means we will grow stronger 
and stronger, and we would soon become a power that would 
be felt and respected in this territory, instead of being, as we 
are, scattered with our energies, ostracized and ignored. 

Yours fraternally, Roserr Wirsox. 


y Ermo, ARK., Jan. 28, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: In Tue Trurn SEEKER of the 9th inst. ap- 
pears an article from our friend, Mr. D. Priestly, of Milwau- 
kee, Oregon, which I suppose he intended for an answer to 
my proposition published in Tue Trurn SEEKER of Dec. 
5th, 1885. In that proposition I said that I would pay the 
subscription price of Tur Trurm SEEKER two years to any 
person who would prove by geometrical calculation that the 
sun was over 12,000 miles from the earth. I say so yet. It 
must be a geometrical calculation shown by figures and dia- 
gram, based on known facts, not by a train of imaginary 
reasoning based on imagination and the theory of astronomy 
which was advanced near 2,000 years ago by persons who 
thought the earth was fiat. . 

I hav. not yet said what I thought the distance was from 
theearth to the sun. I make these propositions simply for 
information, not to call down upon myself an avalanche of 
personal irony from persons who are inclined to use that in- 
stead of fair argument. It seems reasonable that if there 
ever was à geometrical diagram illustrating the distance that 
intervenes between the earth and sun, it would still be 
extant, and could be produced by some of the scholars of our 


. country. Mr. Priestly says that astronomy is no guess-work. 


This I admit in part. As to the relativ movements of the 
heavenly bodies, as they are generally termed, astronomy is 
no guess-work; that can be determined to the fractional part 
ofa minute. But this is accomplished entirely by their rela- 
liv movements, not by their supposed distance. Iwould say 
this, that there are some things advanced in the teachings of 


astronomy which I am loth to believe, such as this: First, 
That the earth travels in its orbit at the rate of 65,000 miles 
an hour. If this were the case, it looks reasonable to suppose + 
that the earth would be void of atmosphere, as that would 
trail behind and be left in the wake. A cyclone traveling 
150 miles an hour carries nearly everything beforeit. Second, 
It is said that light travels 185,000 miles in one second, and 
that there are planets so remote from us that it takes light 
traveling at that rate 60,000 years to reach us. "This seems 
to be drawing it rather fine. My philosophy is this, that 
light and sight travel at the same speed. A man would be 
very old, and.then hav to be able to prolong his sight to 
several generations of his posterity before these remote plan- 
ets would be visible. Third, It is hard for me to accept the 
prevailing theory in regard to the distance from the earth to 
the planets. It is said that it is 2,000,000,000 miles to the 
pole star, yet when we travel north one geographical degree 
the pole star seems to rise about one degree. The pole star 
is not visible at à point farther south than forty degrees south 
latitude. These things being the facts, it is easy to estimate 
the approximate distance to the North Star. For fear that I 
am occupying too much space, I will close by saying that I 
will, by the first of next April, prepare and send to youa 
diagram illustrating the reasons that I hav for doubting the 
truth of the supposed distance that intervenes between the 
earth and sun. In the mean time I am not much afraid that 
my friendly correspondents will force me into very deep 
water in this matter. Joun HINDMAN, 
Surveyor and Civil Engineer. 


SorprERS' Home, Wis., Jan. 26, E.M. 286. 

Mr. Eprron: It was Ben Franklin that startled a plunder- 
ing world with the wonderful announcement that ‘ honesty 
is the best policy.” Now, as the Congress of the United 
States are a part of this plundering world, would it not be at 
least prudent in our statesmen to heed this gentle admonition 
of the great Infidel philosopher? Would it not be wisdom in 
them to call a halt in their reckless career for place and 
power, when they are tempted to pander to the most corrupt 
elements of society and waste the people’s wealth upon the 
rich and aristocratic? Do they not know that through their 
bogus legislation millions groan under the iron hand of oppres- 
sion, and thousands perish for want of employment? Did it 
add one jot or tittle to the honor of ex-President Grant to giv 
his wealthy widow $5,000 a year of the people’s hard-earned 
money? Did it add one jot or tittle to the comfort of Mrs. 
Grant, who had already been more than provided for? Our 
government has run the gantlet of a vicious mob of plun- 
derers for a quarter of a century, and when she escaped that 
G. O. P., though bleeding from many wounds, the people 
rejoiced at her deliverance. But, alas! she has fallen into 
the hands of a fresh horde of plunderers, and the end is not 
yet. - Yours for the best policy, Netson Hunt. 


. Scoron Rios, O., Jan. 2, 1886. 

Mz. Enrron: I received a copy of Tug TRUTH SEEKER of 
December 26th, and was much pleased with it. I am a 
school-teacher and a Freethinker. I am a young man twenty- 
two years old, and some of my friends think that I hav taken 
a bad step, but it was through investigation I became what I 
am, and not ignorance of facts. When lI was a boy I read 
the Bible as many do at the present time, that is, without 
reasoning, but believed it all, because it was found in the 
Bible. JI think we should read the Bible as we do any other 
book, and accept that which is truth and reject the error. 
The great trouble with folks is that they think the Bible is 
infallible and a true guide in all things; but it has long since 
been proved to be fallible, and contains error. Oh, the doc- 
trin of hell is, to my sense of justice, worse tlan the old 
Spanish Inquisition. In short, all that I can say for it is that 
I do not respect a man that believes such a doctrin. Folks 
are too apt to close their reason and open their Bible, and so 
believe it all because they did not giv it à moment’s thought 
as to whether it was true ór not. For my part, I will nm my 
chances, and liv in strict óbedience to the laws of nature and 
the religion of humanity, which is sovereign justice, which 
ought to be the essence of all religions. 

I will write again when I get older in the cause, and more 
in love with nature. I remain as evera firm friend to the 
cause, and think your valuable paper would be an educator 
and a safe guide. . 

Inclosed you will please find $1 for your paper till that 
time expires. ALvA Koons. 


MELVIN VILLAGE, N. H., Jan. 28, 235. 
Mr. Eprron: Please find inclosed $83 with the name and 
address of a new subscriber. I am in hopes to send you 
some more names soon. "There are quite a number here who 
indorse the sentiments of Tne TRUTH SEEKER, but dare not 
be outspoken enough to take an Infidel paper. Hoping that 
the circulation of your paper will be increased, and that the 

cause of Freethought will prosper in the future, 
Iam yours truly, Mrs. Mary A. Horne. 


WaxsttP, Urau, Jan. 19, 1886. 

Mr. Evrror: Is it not strange what ridiculous things peo- 
ple will believe and do when they are under the influence of 
a religious craze? For instance, ‘‘ us Mormons” do not get 
our lives insured, as we use a ‘life preserver,” which makes 
Utah a poor field for insurance companies. It is a very 
simple and inexpensiv device, and I do not think it is pat- 
ented. It simply consists of two three-cornered holes cut in 
your underclothes, one on the breast and onc on the knee. 
The only difficulty you will hav in procuring L. P. drawers 
and undershirt is to hav the ‘‘ presto change" said aright 
over your initiatory suit, which must be said in some of the 
temples here., It is true that a party of saints were blown 
up (L. P. underclothes and all) near here last week, and 
that trees fall on us, lightning strikes us, assassins kill us, 
we drown and smash in railroad accidents, etc., etc., the 


same as you poor folks who do not wear the life preserving 
underclothes, and still they will not see the fallacy or absurd- 
ity of such claims, but are rushing to the temples all the 
time to go through their mnmmery. They are also married 
there at the same time for all,eternity (?) (bad for a fellow 
who happens to get a scolding wife). You remember when 
Christ was cornered on the problem of ‘‘ who would hav the 
woman—in the sweet by and by--who had seven husbands 
here," he kept up his reputation of being smart by answer- 
ing, ** There is no marrying or giving in marriage there.” So 
on that passage our temples do a land office business, as 
none of them want to be without a good supply of wives 
there, although at present the efficient United States officers 
here make it risky to indulge in plural numbers now. 
l Wa. REYNOLDS. 


West CHESHIRE, Conn., Jan. 26, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: Please send by mail to me the following: 
* Meh, Women, and Gods," by Helen H. Gardener; ‘‘ Sab- 
bath-Breaking,” and “ Bible Morals,” by Mr. Remsburg, for 
which find one dollar’s worth of paper in this. 

T think Miss Gardener is the smartest writer you hav in the 
camp. Iread her address to. the clergymen and others to 
discuss the point in public. I think that the most sensible 
thing she- could do under the circumstances. I like Miss 
Gibson, too; I think both are splendid, peerless women, and 
Ihope they may both liv long enough to see woman man’s 
equal in all things under the law, as she is now his superior 
in many things. In morals, virtue, and temperance, she is 
man’s superior. But I must say I was happily surprised to 
find that woman eould reason as well as a man if she only 
has a chance, as Miss Gibson shows plainly in her comments 
on the acts of old Bible characters. I wish we had more 
such women for teachers, I think we might sooner look for 
the millennium. I admire her fairness in investigating Mr. 
Truesdell. I read Mrs. Slenker's pieces with pleasure. I 
may say that since I commenced reading Tre TRUTH 
SEEKER I hav believed more than ever in woman's rights as 
equal in all things before the law. Oh, how I wish we had a 
few rich men in the faith of regenerating the world to Free- 
thought. If I had a million of money I would hire all such 
women as Miss Gardener, Miss Gibson, and Mrs. Slenker to 
go out as home missionaries to convert our home people. It 
seems to be women's place to act as teachers. I like Colonel 


| Ingersoll, Mr. Watts, Remsburg, Putnam, and all our men 


lecturers and writers, but somehow I like the women's senti- 
ment the best. Could you not get more of the Frcethought 
women to write for THE TRUTH SEEKER ? 


Yours in the faith forever, L. P. A, 


New Graseow, N. S., Jan. 81, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: I was much pleased to see in a recent issue 
of your paper a letter from Dr. Baran advocating the estab- 
lishment of colonies of Freethought. I hav often thought 
of this, and believe it would do more than anything else to 
advance the cause of ** Universal Mental Liberty." If such 
a colony was formed in an agreeable part of the country, I 
for one would locate there. I believe in this way we could 
prove to the world that Freethinkers as a rule are better liv- 
ing people than those who profess Christianity. I would 
like to see, through the columns of your valuable paper, the 
opinions of Liberals on this question. Whatis your opinion? 
Another thing I would like to mention, and perhaps it has 
been done although I hav not seen it. I think it would be a 
good plan to ascertain, as near as possible, the number of 
outspoken Freethinkers in the United States and Canada. 
Now that the American Secular Union has lecturers in nearly 
every state in the union, and portions of Canada, I think it i 
could be done without much trouble, and I believe that the 
advantages we would gain by our strength being known 
would pay for the trouble. I would also like to see a Liberal 
political party as soon as possible. 
Very truly yours, 


MoCusE, Kax., Jan. 24, 1885. 
Mr. Eprron: My Trurn SEEKER still comes to hand. I 
want to say to my Liberal friends, let us stop calling each 
other hard names or quarreling among ourselvs. We hav 
enough to do to fight the enemy. M. 8. Gowrx. 


+ 


F. M. BORDEN. 


DANVILLE, Ix»., Jan. 25, 1886. 
Mr. Epor: Find inclosed $5, which please place to our 
credit for subscription on Tar Trurn Seeker. We like your 
paper much as a fearless advocate of human rights, also the 
fair and impartial manner of treating all your correspondents, 
however they may differ. As long as the paper pursues its 
present liberal course consider us not only subscribers, but 

firm advocates of human rights. Fraternally yours, 
Mns. L. H. GURLEY. 


Lone Laxe, Minyx., Jan. 16, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: I do not pretend to be a censor of your pa- 
per, but I do claim to hav some understanding of the amen- 
ities of life and the usdges of civilized journalisin, and I say 
that when you published that low, senseless diarrhea of 
abuse in the issue of Jan. 2d, signed by Chas. F. Blackburn, 
you violated those usagés to the extent of offending not only 
all of your Spiritualist readers—and I believe they constitute 
the majority—but every decent Materialist as well. At first 
I could scarcely believe the evidence of my eyes that TRE 
TRUTH SEEKER would lend its columns to the publicity of 
such billfngsgate-—there surely must be some mistake about 
its getting in. You cannot efford to publish such a produc- 
tion, which, if it had not the respectability afforded by your 
columns, would be beneath the notice of every self-respecting 
person.. I like your paper in general, so I will not say, 
* Stop my paper," although when I read the thing in ques- 
tion I came nearer to it than I ever before thought I could 

come. Jos. H. LYDIABD. 
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Children's Larner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Honr.” 


The Seasons. 


SPRING. 
When the spring has come again, 
With the sunshine and the rain, 
And the violets are peeping through 
The earth; 
Then the birds with joy will sing, 
To welcome in the spring, 
Making all things joyous with 
Their mirth. 


When the rills begin to flow, 
And the grass begins to grow, 
And the trees are putting forth 
] Inleaf; 
When lovely Nature wakes— 
Our life of hers partakes, 
So beautiful are her gifts : 
Beyond belief. 


SUMMER. 

When spring has come and gone, 
Then summer-time will dawn, 
And farmers’ boys will rake the fresh 

Mown hay; 
With the ripe corn and the wheat; 
Amid the clover blossoms sweet, 
The busy bee is humming all . 

The day. 


In the summer’s fiercest heat, 
To the woods we oft retreat, 
And watch the flickering sunlight 
Come and go, 
On many a knoll and nook; 
Watch it sparkle in the brook; 
As it bubbles and it splashes 
In its flow. 


AUTUMN. 

When the summer’s passed away, 
Then autumn comes 80 gay, 
And is the glorious time of all 
i The year; 
She to all of earth will giv 
Half her life that we may liv, 
And she of all the seasons is 

f The peer. 


When the golden and the brown 
And the crimson shower down, 
' You see, and love, and want to 
; Gather all; 
Nature shows what she can do, 
In the old, but ever new, 
Changes of her colors in 
The fall. 


WINTER. 
Then cold winter will be here, 
Merriest time of all the year, 
When we gather round the firelight’s 
Cheerful blaze, 
While outside the wind will blow, 
Drifting high the spotless snow, 
Making things sparkle to 
Our gaze. 


And it covers everything— 
The filigree work of the great frost king, 
And we wonder which we would hav 

Always here, 
The budding spring, the summer heat, 
The golden fall, the winter's sleet ; 
Which of all the seasons do we hold 

Most dear? 

Mrs. FLona W. 'THoMAS. 
———— 9-9 — — — — 


Àn Engineer's Story. 

A few years ago the writer was employed 
on one ot the great Western railroads in the 
capacity of an engineer. We were running 
in what we call the chain-gang, the first in the 
first out. Our road was one of the loveliest 
in the country—through valleys where the 
neat farm building and the sleek herds of cat- 
tle and shcep spoke of thrift and comfort, 
then through woods where no habitation 
would be seen save that of some wood-chop- 
per or tie-maker, ornamented with coon-skins 
stretched to dry on the rough, unhewn logs 
of which its walls were composed. Emerg- 
ing from the wood or timber, the road for 
miles skirted the banks of one of our largest 
Western rivers, while on the other hand high 
bluffs reared their peaks hundreds of feet 
above the level of the river, and in many 
places would actually overhang the road, in 
consequence of which the road was very 
crooked, and after heavy rains was dangerous 
to run on dark nights, on ‘account of earth- 
slides and huge masses of rock that would be 
washed down the ravines and lodged upon the 
track, or the bridges that might be washed 
away. Every few miles, where the people 
could find a place on the hill-side to build a 
few houses would spring up little towns, and 
that youmay better judge of the places where 
they would build a village, I will say that 
often a building would be three stories in 
front, while you could step from thc ground 
onto the roof at its rear. 


At the time of which I write business was 
good, and the roads were doing their utmost 


blockades; consequently every man was 
worked early and late, night and day. Often 
the engin men and conductors would not 
hav an opportunity for sleep or rest, except 
as they sat on some side-track, awaiting an 
opposing train. On one occasion we had 
been perched up in the cab for the space of 
over sixty hours, getting down only to oil the 
machinery or get a bite to eat at the lunch 
counters kept at different stations along the 
road, and we were about worn out. 

It was nearing dusk as we approached the 
end of ourrun. The sun had gone down be- 
hind banks of heavy black clouds, and, as we 
pulled the long train into the yard, the rain 
began to fall in that quiet, easy manner that 
givs promis of a dark, gloomy, disagreeable 
night. 

But we did not heed it then; our only 
thought was- to register our trip. and find 
some place to stretch our weary limbs and 
rest till morning, 

I will tell you how we were sorely disap- 
pointed. While we were reporting work to 
be done on engin, orders came to send the 
engin to R—— for stock train. 

There was one engineer to go out ahead of 
us, and he was called. In a few minutes he 
was in the house, looking sad and broken- 
hearted, for his little girl, à beautiful child of 
seven years, was very ill and not expected to 
liv through the night. 

We knew instinctivly that he longed to 
stay with his sick child, and worn out as we 
were, and terribly exausted, we volunteered 
to take his run. What did that mean? It 
meant 268 miles, or about twenty-four hours 
without sleep. Our orders read, ‘‘ Eng. v. 
Eng. 894. Run wild from W. to R. O. K.— 
A. T. I., Supt.” 

We had passed over nearly half the distance 
and arrived at Junction M. There was no 
green light out, so we hurried on, but we 
knew that we must hold at the next station to 
meet express, or to get orders torun on her 
time to the next, still eleven miles on. Every- 
thing went well for a few miles, when I 
found that Ihad more than I had contracted 
for to watch ahead and keep thc others 
awake. 
keep awake myself, filled a short, black clay 
pipe and lay back on my seat sure that I 
would not close my eyes, for in three minutes 
we would be on the siding where we could 
get a few moments’ rest, but I did close my 
eyes, and when my head fell forward and. 
struck the framework of the cab I awoke. 
There was no station in sight; Ilooked out, 
and almost beneath us, by the aid of head- 
light, the water of the river was plainly 
visible. We had passed and left the station 
eight miles behind. I woke the fireman and 
looked at my,watch. It was three miles to 
the next station, and in five minutes the ex- 
press was due to leave there. I put on steam; 
should she be one ortwo minutes late we 
would make it. At this station, and about 
an eighth of a mile from the depot, was a 
curve in which stood a large elevator, ob- 
structing the view of men on opposing trains. 
We were almost there. I reached for the 
whistle lever, when around the curve shot 
the rays of light from the engin ‘of the ex- 
press. To stop our engin, reverse, and start 
to back was the work of a moment. ‘ Jo,” 
I said, ‘put out that headlight!” which he 
did in very short order. The coming train 
was then about a quarter of a mile ahead of 
us, and running at a full rate of speed. We 
had ten miles to back and keep out of the 
way, and to gain enough time to allow us to 
get into the switch; then commenced such a 
race as I would never run again to hold a 
position on any road. Backing at a high rate 
of speed is very dangerous, the tender is so 
short and jumps around, and there is nothing 
to hold it steady. But we made it, and when 
the express drew up to the station we were 
ready to register verbally, and compare time 
as though we had sat there for hours. We 
had been reported as having run through 
against grcen signals, but the conductor told 
the operator that he must hav been dreaming, 
as we had sat there for a long time, and that 
it was a pity for one so young to be so ad- 
dicted to strong drink that he should imagin 
he saw engins and trains running wild with- 
out ahd against orders ! 

Of course the operator was right, and we 
knew it, and had the matter been looked up 
and proven, it would hav lost us our position 
and debarred us from ever finding cmploy- 
ment on other roads. | 

But nothing was ever said about it—as the 
officers of the engin department knew how 


to keep the freight moving, and thus avoid | 


I got down, threw in a few coals to | 
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it was, and they were. short of competent 
men and did not like to lose one. 

But I am taking too much of your valuable 
space and will only say that little Gracie 
Reed did not die, but that the last time I saw 
her she was a fine little girl of eleven years, 
and, like her father and mother, was a Free- 


thinker. B. I.G. 
M ——9— 9 — — — — 


In the Nursery. 


Shoulder to shoulder they march along; 

To the rollicking air of an old camp song; 
Jasper is captain, eager and grand, 

And he pompously issues his words of command ; 
First in the ranks comes curly-haired Ray, 

With bright-eyed Bennie and sweet little Fay, 
And following close, with martial tread, 

Are blue-eyed Bertie and Baby Fred ; 

* Forward ! march !? and away they go, 
Shoulder to shoulder, to meet the foe. 


Shoulder to shoulder they drowsily lie, 

While mother sings softly a lullaby. 

Jasper and Bennie are deep in thought, 

And Ray still muses on battles unfought, 

And little Fay wonders, with half-shut eyes, 

** If birdies ever fly up to the skies ;” f 

While Baby Fred’s soft, tiny hands unclasp, 

And from mother’s strong fingers loose their grasp 

Shoulder to shoulder, away they creep f 

To the Palace of Dreams, in the Land of Sleep. 

—Our Little Ones. 

1 


Our Puzzle Box. 


1.—PUZZLE. 
Ohw wetes si elfi nehw ehop is ghih, 
Dan optins su to eth olga 
Werhe lasepures adcen ni eryve yec, 
Nad sojy retih gwins fulndo. 
Overton, Ga. Sur BELL. 
2.—ENIGMA. 
Iam composed of 17 letters. 
My 10, 18, 4, 8, is what none of us would 
like to be called. 
My 1, 7, 17, is an organ of the human body. 
My 6, 5, 2, 11, denotes sex. 
` My 9, 12, 16, is a useful tool. 
My 15, 5, 6, 11, is a coin. 
My 9, 8, 17, is necessary to life. 
My whole is the name of a friend of Miss 
Wixon. Para A. 
Westboro, Mass. 
3.—-OHARADE. 
A bright red jewel is the whole, 
Latin diminutiv for coal; 
A boil of long continuance sore, 
Malignant, without central core. 
Its first, a vehicle on wheels, 
Or carriage for railways, reveals. 
Its second serves at night for bed, 
By day it serves for seat instead ; 
A wooden case—it may be said 
To be as well sweet cake or bread. 
Your parent’s brother is its third, 
And these combine to make one word. 
Irwin, Ia. J. K. P. BAKER. 


4.—MATHEMATIOS. 

If a boy be seventeen years old to-day, how 
much money must be put at compound inter- 
est so that it will amount to $5,000 when he 
is twenty-one years old? Wm. Soorr. 

5.—MATHEMATICS. 

If sixteen rails fence a rod, how many acres 
in that square field of such extent that every 
rail will fence an acre? G. W. WILLIAMS. 


6.—REBUS. 


Motto for young}jworkers. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN THE OHILDREN'S CORNER, 
JAN. 80, 1886. 
1.-It reads the same both ways. 2.-2,099. 
8.-Bogosloo, one of the Aleutian islands. 


5.-Deer-stalking (dears talking). 
SorvEns.— Willie Alexander, Edward Bam- 
bach, D.D., Wirtemburg. 
——1—9— 


Correspondence. 


CnaTHAM, N. Y., Jan. 24, 1886. 
Dear Miss Wixow: My papa takes THE 
TRUTH SEEKER and mamma reads the Chil- 
dren’s Corner to brother Robbie and me. I 
never hav seen a letter from Chatham, so I 
will send one. Iam six years old and hav 
never been to school, only to mamma, but am 
nearly through with the Second Reader. 
Yours with love, Linus L. BROWNING. 


ONEIDA, ILL., Jan. 28, 1886. 
Miss Susan H. Wixon, Dear Friend: I 
thought I would write you a letter. My 
father has taken Tig TRUTH SEEKER as long 
as I can remember. I like the Children’s 
Corner very much. I am nine years old. I 
hav been going to school a month this term. 
Schoolis going to last two months more. I 
hav two sisters and five brothers. I hav one 
little cat —she is yellow. I can play with her. 
Ihope my letter will be published if you can 

read it. I must stop now. Good-bye. 
Epity REES. 


GEORGETOWN, Cor., Jan. 28, 1886. 

Drar Miss Wixon: I thought I would like 
to write you a letter. : 
` Iam nearly nine years old. I go to school 
every day. I-am on. page 108 of Swinton's 
Second Reader. I want to tell you of our 
pets. We hav a lot of chickens, and a fine 
old cat, twelve years old. He is tamer tlian 
some cats. He lets the canaries 


back and he never hurts them. e hav a 


parrot, and I hav finefun with him; he bites. 


my hair and hegs for butter and pie. He gets 
on the end of papa's walking-stick to play 
with me. Last summer he used to fly on the 
mountain and go around with the pigeons 
and go in their box. He would look at their 
little babies, and fight the old birds, and 
would not let them goin. He is very fond of 
a bath. He has a whole bucket of water to 
splash in. 

Mamma takes Tur TRUTH SEEKER, and I 
should like to see my letter in it, if you think 
it nice enough. WILLIE WeEsroorr OLD. 


Westzoro, Jan. 29, 1886. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I ought to hav written 
you before, but I go to school now, and don’t 
hav time to write. To-day I am at home with 
a cold, so I thought I would write. I got 
the handkerchief all right. I think it very 
pretty. I sent you a penwiper—did you get 
it. Papa sent for Tux TRUTH SEEKER from 
Dec. 1st for three months, so as to. be sure 
and get December 19th, but he got all but that. 
Papa wrote out an enigma for me last 
night, and I am going to send it to you tofind 

the answer. EvizA May ALEXANDER. 
(Thanks for the nice pen-wiper. We did 
not know who sent it till we received your 


letter.—Ep. C. C.] 


J. E. REMSBURG'S APPOINT- 
 MENTS. 


J. E. Remsburg left Atchison for the East on the 
3d inst. The following is his program. so far as 
arranged : : 

Albany, Mo... Thur., Fri., Sat., Sun., Feb. 4, 5, 6, 7. 
Brookfield, Mo.............Mon., Tu, * 8,9. 
Mechanicsburg, Ill. Wed., Thur., Fri., ** 10, 11, 12. 


Geneseo, Sat., Sun., *' 18,14. 
Earlville, Ill... m Wed., “ 15,17 
Paw Paw, Il Tu., “ 16. 
Battle Cree. Thur. ‘ 18. 
Wayland, . Fri., 19. 
Hastings E ....BSat., Sun., '* 20, 21 
Holland, N -Mon., Tu., * 29,23. 
Java Vill ur Pii A 24, 25, 26. 
"Oy, un. : 
Warrensburg, “ Ley Wed., Mar. 1. 8, 3. 
ohoe8, le ... Thur, © 04 
Saco, Me Sat., * 6. 
Portland, Me.........: Sun. (10:30 A.w.), * v. 
Boston, Mass. .......... Sun. (7:30 P.M.) * "7. 
Providence, R. L................. on. * 8. 
Meriden, Conn....Tu., Wed., Thur,, Mar. 9, 10, 11. 
New Vurk. teer renes tarn x Fri; “ 12, 
Baltimore, Md................... Sun, “id | 
In addition to the above, Mr. Remsbur will 


speak in Greenwich, Mass.; Salamanca, a 
aples, N. Y.; Kent, O.; Perrysburg, O.; Tonto- 
ony. O.; Carey, O.; Bradford, O.: Spiceland, 

fad; Burr Oak., Mich. ;, Paris, Ill.; Chebause, 

Til.; Cleopatra, Mo.; Maitland, Mo. ; Quitman, 

Mo.;. Robinson, Kan.; Morrill, Kan.; Republic 

City, Kan.; Cawker City, Kan.; Council Grove, 

Kan.; Brookville, Kan. ; Urbana, Kan. ; Halstead, 

Kan. ; Newton, Kan. . 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli- 
cal Works. — 
By THOMAS PAINE, . 


2 “The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, aue. Six copies for 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 
ration.” 

Price, 35 cents. 


For either of these works, or any of Paine’s 
writings, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place; New York. 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 
SUBJECTS: 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote.’ In one hand- 
some i2mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in English or German. 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. 


SOIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, thc 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. D, Foote. Five volumes, at$1 each, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2. 


SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fitth 
volume of *Sciencein Story.") 50 cents. 


.HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages. 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam- 
phlets) By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “Bacteria 
im their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, advocating personal and public hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; “Health in the Sun- 
beam,” considering the blue-glass cnre—of valuc 
to sick and well. By mail, 10 cents each. 

HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). ‘The Law 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages, cloth 
bound, $2; “Heredity,” by Loring Moody, 159 
pagos, cloth, 75 cents; “‘ The Law of Heredity,” by 
*. H. Marsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 
Human Temperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; ‘ Generation before Regen- 
eration,” by Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; “ Re- 
ports of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
1882," 10 cents; “Third Annual Convention of the 
Institute of Heredity, May 29, 1883,” 10 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. t 
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Mills). 
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S. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. : 
Dr. Wolff, 620 North 5th street, St. Louis. 
Joseph L. Andrew, Liberal. 
f NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 865 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 
OHIO. 
N. Hexter, 303 Superior street, and Van Epps 
& Co., 259 Superior street, Cleveland. 
OREGON. ` 
Wm. Chance, Astoria. 
A. Erwin, Lebanon. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
George Longford, 25 Otter st., Philadelphia. 
H. Clay Luse, Waynesburg. 
Dr. J. H. Rhodes, 505 4-2 North 8th st., Phila. 
W. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
TENNESSEE. 
Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 
- UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
D. F. Keeler, Park City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
. John A. Jost, Ogden. 
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Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker, Snowville. 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 
Brentano Bros. 


kd 
Joseph Marsh, 


ENGLAND. . 
Watts & Co., 1% Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. 


HISTORY 
OF TRE . 
" INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
` Of Europe. 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 
Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


tf 33 Clinton Pl., New York city. 
i Of the 
Containing 
COLORED MAPS OF EACH STATE AND TERRI- 
TORY IN THE UNITED STATES; also 
THE FACE OF THE GLOBE Oe 
Illustrated by more thas One Handred 
Colored Diagrams, Tables, Ete, 

The POCKET ATLAS OF THE WORLD con- 
tains 128 pages. Six pages are given to title, index, 
etc. ; 65 pages are full-paged colored maps, and 57 
pages are reading matter, colored diagrams, etc. 
The book is new throughout, everything being 
made expressly for it, The binding is flexible 
Leatherette—an imitation of Russia; gold side 
stamp, round corners, and red edges, 

Sent by mail to any address upon receipt of 
50 cents by 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CoO., 

33 Clin on Piace, N Y. 


Bible Fabrications Refuted 
and ; 
The Errors of the Bible Exposed, 
BY 0. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 
Price; 15 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


THE 
SHAKER EYE and EAR BALSAM. 


SIXTY YEARS’ INVARIABLE SUOCESS, 


Best known remedy for all afflictions of these or- 
gans. WEAK EYE RS, DEAFNESS, 
and CATARRHAL AFFECTIONS immediately 
reached, FAILING S revented. ROAR- 
ING OH DRUMMING OF EARS will cease. Ono 
box tells the whole story. . 

Price by mail, 30 cents. 
10 G. A. LOMAS, Shakers, N. Y. 


DEA 
Me 


Lente) 

* * * This marvelous house has been built more than 
^ 800ti;nenfrom our p ans; itis so well planned that it affords 
ample room even for a large family. Ist fror shown 
above; on 2d floor are 4 bed rooms and in attic 2 more. 
Plenty of Closets. The whole warmed by one chimney. 
Large illustrations and fal) description of the above 

as well a8 of 39 other houses, ranging in cost from $400 up 
to $6,500, may be tound in **SHOPPELL'S MODERN LOW- 
Cost HOUSES," a targe quarto pamphlet, showing aiso 
how to select sites, get loans, &« Sent postpaid on re- 
caipt ofB50c. Stamps taken, or send $1 bil) and we will re 
turnthechange. Address, BUILDING PLAN ASSOCIATION, 

, (Mention this Paper.) 24 Béokman £t., (Box 2702.) N. Y. 


Price, Twenty-Five Cents. 
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ELEMENTS 


UNIVERSAL HISTORY 


HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS 
AND FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. 


By Prof. it. M. Cottinger, A.M. 


This book is just what the busy world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of history from 2,000 
years B.C. on up to 1888, all in a nuishell.—Et- 
mina Slenker. , 

As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place; in the family it would be no 
less important, as conveying information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan Wixon, 

Mr. Cottinger’s intentions in writing this book 
are excellent, and his standpoint admirable. Tt 
may'be commended as fulfilling its purpose of a 
concise and interesting historical text-book.— 
Milwaukee Sentinel, 

' Price, Cloth, $1.50. 
For Schools, in Quantities, $1.00. 
Address THE. TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRUTH: 


A Poem in Three Parts. 
BY E. N. KINGSLEY, 7r th Finder. 


SECOND EDITI: 


Price, 25 cents, . THE TRUT SEEKER CO., 
: _ 83 Clinton Place, New ork. 


Dallath- Breaking 


Author of “False Claims,” “Bible 
Morals,” Ete. 


The best and most thorough work ever writtcn 


on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 


view. 


Large and Handsome Print. 


SINGLE COPIES, E qu 
Six Corrs, z 2 = 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


25 cents. 
$1.00. 


CHRISTIANITY 


A REWARD FOR CRIME. 
Substantiated by the Bible. 
BY 


O. B. WHITFORD, M. D. 
Price, 16 Cents, | Per Dozen, $1.00, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 
REPLY 
TO REV. L. A. LAMBERT'S 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.’ 
By B. W, Lacy. 
A thorough exposure of the Catholic priets’s 
sophistry, unfairness, and histor- 
ical misstatement. 
Price, Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 Cents 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 


| always opposed it. 


Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents; 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copics for 
$3. We wish thatthe friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


THE MODERN BALAAM. 


Showing the Balaam of modern times to be the 


priests. isa splendid pictorial argument. Price, 
per dozen, 30 cents; por hundred, $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


83 Clinton Pl., New York. 


KERSEY GRAVES’S WORKS. 


Sixteen Saviors or None. By Ker- 
SEY GRAVES, auther of the World's Sixtcen 
Crucified Saviors; The Bible of Bibles, and 
Biography of Satan. Paper, 75 cents; cloth, $1. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 


thousand biblical errors in science, history, | 


morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
delineation of the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of their doctrins. Price, $2. 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Ficry Domains. 
Price, 35 cents. 


The World’s Sixteen Crucified Say- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 
origin of all th doctrines, principles, precepts, 
and miracles of€the Christian New Testament 
and furnishing a key for unlocking ‘many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 


history of sixteen_oriental crucified gods. $2. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
83 Clinton Place, New York, 


S. P. Puinam's Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
“ A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day."—John 
Swinton’s Paper. 


Golden Throne, a Romance. “The 
author certainly has genius. The divine crea-. 
_tiv spark is within him. Thebookisfilied with. 
manly thoughts, expressed, in manly words—. 
the transcript of a manly mind. Every Liberal. 
should read Golden Throne.'"—IwGERSOLL. $1.. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation: 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In-. 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is: 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. ^ 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”—Dr. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 
other Agnostic Poems. _ Price, 10 cts. 
For all of the above address 
HE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


The History of Freethought. Bound 
in cloth and lettered. Price, $1.25. CONTENTS : 
Section I. Definition of Freethought and its 
Karly Struggles for Life. Section ll. What it 
Owes to Mohammedanism. Section IIT, Free- 
thought Martyrs and Confessors. Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Sec- 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


The American Secular Union; its 
Necessity, and the Justice of its Nine Demands. 
(Dedicated to Colonel Bobert G. Ingersoll.) 
32 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv.. 92 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Christian Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction .by Charles Bradlaugh. | Con- 
tents : The Origin of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Value of, Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Seeularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are published at the low price of FIVE. 
CENTS EAOH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity ; 
Moral Value of the Bible: Freethought an 
Modern Progress ; Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
larism; Science and Bible Antagonistic; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption, or all o 
the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS, 
The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonnell 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 


Family Creeds. By William McDon- 
nell, author of ‘Exeter Hall,” Price, cloth. 
$1.25; paper, 75 cents. 


Exeter Hall. “ One of the most excit- 
ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents, 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot’s works. By Fredcrika Macdon- 
ald. 404 pages. $1.25. 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story. From the London edition, By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man’ 


30 cents. | 
All iu a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
“The great charm of 


Miss Susan H. Wixon, [ 
this novelis its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and, are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 
ect to find, m such a marked degree, even 
trom so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks,” Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


OR; 


MeN or Business Wuo Dip SOMETHING BESIDES 
Maxine MONEY. 


A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 
BY JARE» PARTON, 


This book contains 400 pages, plainly printed, 

treating of forty-six characters in history who bay 

helped the world; together with eight portraits. 

Mr. Parton’s works need no commendation. They 
are standard. I 

Prie., - - - “ - $1.25, 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
83 Clinton Place, New York, 


WOMAN, 


In the Past, Present, and Future. 
BY A. BEBEL. 

Translated from the German by Dr. Adams Wal- 
ter. 272 pages; cloth, 75 cents; paper, 30cenís. 
“Capital,” a criticism on Political Economy. By 

Carl Marx. First English translation. Published 

in 37 parts, 10 cents per part. Subscription, $2.50. 
* Anti-Syllabus.” By Lily Curry. Price, 8 cents, 

LABOR NEWS AND PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION, 
705 Broadway, New York. 
cu list of Labor Publications mailed frec.) 
atf 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL, 
“Price, 25 cunts, 
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Book Notices. 


Common SENSE IN THE CARE OF THE PET 
Canary. By. Mrs. M. E. C. Farwell, as- 
sisted by Mr. Canon Rittenhouse and Mrs. 

~ Helen Francis. . Appendix by E. B. Foote, 

a M.D. Murray Hill Publishing Co. Price 
50 cents. For sale at this office. 

The first book we pick up from the deeply- 
loaded shelf is this brilliantly-covered book 
of 185 large pages. If by following the rules 
of the book as handsome birds can be raised 
as adorn its two outside pages, the 50 cents it 
costs wil be extraordinarily well expended. 
The inside of the book tells how to buy, keep, 
feed, tame, mate, and breed canaries; how to 
nurse them and cure their ails; how to treat 
their many peculiarities of temper, habits, 
etc., and all else pertaining to the pet canary's 
life. Not being a practical bird-keeper, how- 
ever, we are no authority on the subject, and 
borrow the opinion of Dr. Footé, in whom 
we hav great confidence. He says: ‘‘ This 
little volume from the pen of Mrs. Farwell is 
& production of the heart as well as the brain. 
The milk of human kindness has trickled 
down the pen and mingled with every drop of 
ink as the manuscripts were indited. The 
gifted author loves birds, and has had & long 
experience in the management'of an exten- 
siv aviary. Her affection for the bird and 
her experience in the care of it are embodied 
in the pages of the book. 'The most minute 
rules are given for mating, for the care of the 
cage, for the preparation of the food; and 
finally plain and easily-obtained prescriptions 
are given for the care of the bird when sick. 
This portion of the work is very thorough, 
and takes in all the ails to which the little 
bird-life is predisposed. "The book is invalu- 
able not only to amateurs who keep a bird or 
two, but for those who raise birds for the 
market. The low price of the book brings it 
within the reach of all. Those who are fond 
of stories exhibiting the wonderful intelligence 
of animals, even if they hav no canaries, 
would enjoy reading this book, as it abounds 
in fascinating little narrativs of canaries which 
hav been so trained as to exhibit intelligence 
only a little inferior to that shown by the 
human mind." 


‘Goon SzxsE; or, The Religion of Christ is the 


Religion of Reason. An Infidel’s Plea for 

Christianity. By C. M. Clark, Seward, 

Neb. Price 10 cents. For sale by the 

author. 

Mr. Clark thinks that Christ pointed out the 
best way for mankind to liv in this world— 
the way that would produce the most virtue 
and happiness; and that if there is another 
world, the life recommended by Jesus would 
produce the best results there if there is any 
difference. We can agree better with Mr. 
Clark in his criticisms of the different churches 
than with his estimate of the value of Christ’s 
teachings. Mr. Clark is a Communist, and 
because Christ taught that method of life Mr. 
Clark allows his sympathy to override his 
judgment. Measured by utilitarian standards 
most of the original teachings of Christ are 
immoral. 

Muooa 80053; or, Threads of Prehistoric and 
Present History Concatenated. By T. M. 
Kelly. Price 50 cents. Sold. by the author 
at Oak Bar. Cal. 

Mucca Scob, the person, not the book, is 
an aborigine resurrected by Mr. Kelly, who 


learns from him many things which he con- 


siders important truths. The book ‘‘is de- 


: signed to entertain and instruct you, whether 


you be philosopher or fool." Whether it ful- 
fils its mission or not is for each individual 
reader to say. We think not; but it may. be 
because we are not a fool, and we hav Mr. 
Appleton’s word for it that we are no philos- 
opher. 


IxquiRENDO Isranp. By Hudor Genone. ` G. 
P. Putnam's Sons. Price $1.50. For sale 
at this office. : 

** Inquirendo Island ” is à satire upon those 
religious sects who pay much attention. to 
the ‘‘mint and cumin” of religion, but neg- 
lect the ** weightier matters of the law.” The 
tale is that a young man from New York 
went out sailing and was blown away from 
home, and finally landed on an. island. whose 
inhabitants refused to believe that there was 
any other country than their own. Itis in 
describing their customs and beliefs that the 
author satirizes the Christianity of to-day. 
He is, however, very careful to say that he 
believes in religion, putting just enough her- 
esy into his work to make it readable, and 
enough pandering to Christian prejudices not 
to destroy the sale of his work among re- 
ligious people. The book contains some good 
writing and sharp hits, and closes with con- 
siderable pious hog-wash, 


l 


Bacon AND SHAXSPERE. Proof that William 
Shakspere could not write. 
` written by Francis Bacon to the Earl.of Es- 
sex and-his Bride, a.p. 1590. Bacon identi- 
fied as the concealed Poet Ignoto, a.p. 1589- 
1600. By W. H. Burr. 
For sale at this office. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER readers will remember 
the Shaksperean papers contributed to these 
columns some few months ago, and which ex- 
cited a great deal of interest. Mr. Burr, the 
writer, has collected some of. these, added to 
them ** proof that Shakspere could not write,” 


and: other literary discoveries concerning. 


Shakspere, and put them into an attractiv 
pamphlet with colored cover. Concerning 


the matter of the work Mrs. Elmina D. Slen-. 


ker writes: 


“Wm. H. Burr, of Washington city, has 
written a startling book, that will revolution- 
ize much that has passed into history as truth 
and fact. He has unearthed indubitable 
proofs that the great and world-renowned 
poet, William Shakspere, whose alleged works 
hav been pronounced as superior to anything 
else ever written upon this planet, could: not 
even write his own name. No one can read 
this little book and fail to see that Mr. Burr 
has ten. times over made out his case, unless 
said reader wilfully shuts his eyes to all evi- 
dence and clings blindly to preconceived opin- 
ions and is, in fact, a bigot 

“ Who, convinced against his will, 
Is of the same opinion still.” 


based upon bed-rock. You cannot get be- 
hind, under, over, or around his defenses. 
They are insurmountable and impregnable. 
He proves that the so-called Sonnets of Shak- 
spere were written by Bacon to the earl of 


Essex and his bride a.p. 1590, and that Shak- |. 


spere at that time was a mere nobody. Even 
his daughters were uneducated women. Ju- 
dith in 1611 witnessed two instruments by 
making her mark, and Susannah in 1642 
showed herself equally illiterate. If you want 
real history, read Wm. H. Burr. If all histo- 
rians had his pertinacity, perseverance, pa- 
tience, and purity of motivs, we should hav 
more reliable and readable histories of our 
past. Those who desire to know the real 


facts, the truth as'to whether Bacon was the | 


bona fide Shakspere, will find it in this book 
or not at all." 


Mary JoxNEs; or, The Infidel School-teacher.- 
The Handsomest Woman. By Elmina D. 
Slenker. W. S. Bailey’s Liberal Press, 
Nashville, Tenn. , Price 20 cents. Sold at 
this office. 
Under the title of ** The Thinker Library,” 

Mr. Bailey; publisher of the Nashville Liberal, 

has issued these two stories in one pamphlet 

volume.. Almost every Freethinker in the 
country has read the pen-productions of Mrs. 

Slenker, and feels for her a tender regard, for 

the good work she has done for Freethought. 

Mrs. Slenker does not set up for a novel- 

writer, and her ‘‘ plots” are not intricate and 

her ‘‘ situations” are not dramatic. Never- 
theless, she tells a simple story in a way inter- 
esting to thousands, and conveys at the same 
time many moral lessons, with common-sense 
objections to the prevailing system of religion. 

Her books hav.done a very great amount of 

good, and we sincerely hope that this one will 

command a wide sale. 


Tur BrAurIFULSNOw. Duet for Soprano and 
Alto. Words and music composed by Wm. 
McDonnell, of Lindsay, Ont. For sale by 
Strange & Co., 120 King st., west, Toronto, 
Ont. 


Everybody has read poems entitled, ** Beau- 
tiful Snow,” but we do not suppose one per- 
son in ten thousand knows who wrote the 
original, and a query to that effect is as likely 
to go unanswered as is another common ques- 
tion as to the identity of the individual who 
inflicted a blow upon William Patterson. 


. The words of the original ‘‘ Beautiful Snow” 


were first published by Mr. McDonnell in 
1841. Since then scores of imitations hav ap- 
peared. The same year the verses were set 
to music in England and sung with great ap- 
plause at the London concerts. . Mr. McDon- 
nell, however, did not like the music, and, 
being a musician himself of no inconsiderable 
talent, has written music for the song, which 
is now printed in Toronto. Mr. McDonnell 
is author of ‘Exeter Hall," ‘‘ The Heathens 
of the Heath,” and ‘‘ Family Creeds,” which 
are among the most interesting of Freethought 
novels. i 


FreetHoveut: Its Rise, Progress, and Tri- 
umph. By Charles Watts. New York: 
The Truth Seeker Co. Price $1.25, 

Of this book Helen H. Gardener writes: “I 
am very often asked by Liberals where to find 
certain statistics and records in the past of 
our movement, or from whom they can be 
procured. 

“I hav said that I had 
more directly with this phase of the work 
than any one else, and that his lectures and 
debates, so far as I had heard him, usually 


The Sonnets ! 


rice 25 cents. | 


ard Mr. Watts deal | 


deal to a certain extent with the history of the 
cause. MOST ; i : 

.*In debate or controversy Mr. Watts im- 
presses me às standing alone in his peculiar 
ability and forcefulness. i 

“I hav never heard’ his equal in this de- 
partment of the Freethought work: Once or 
twice as I heard him I hav, although on his, 
side of the case, felt heartily sorry for his ad- 
versary, and like calling.a halt in what seemed 
almost a case for the Society for the Preven- 
tion of Cruelty to Animals. ` 

. “As I'say, therefore, this seems to me to 
be, Mr. Watts’s distinctiv pointof superiority, 
but he is also very able as a lecturer, and asa 
writer he is forceful and logical. 

“ Those who hav not read his ‘ History of 
Freethought' hav, therefore, in store. for 
themselvs a real pleasure and much useful in- 
formation. T } 

“Tt is not a book that one will run over 
hastily or lightly, but is what its title says— 
a ‘text-book for Freethinkers.’ 

“Tt will giv them many of the records of, 
which they stand in need in their battle with 
superstition. . . 

“Jt recounts some of the fierce battles 
which science had with the church in her day 
of power, and proves with what potent agen- 
cies she upheld ignorance and dwarfed the |. 


| intellect of the whole Christian world. 
* Whatever Mr. Burr writes is always |: 


“It shows how, with a.devil borrowed 
from the pagan world, she succeeded in nour- 
ishing, long after he should hav died, the 
only real devil that this world has ever known 
—the devil of ignorance. 3 

** Tt punctures many of the air-castles of the 
clergy, and leaves in à collapsed state many 
of their favorit balloons. ` f 


Read it if you want to inform yourself | 


in a ‘text-book of Freethought,’ and if you 
wish to know the able English debater also as 
a writer and a student of history." 


Men, Women, AND Gons, and other Lectures. 


By Helen H. Gardener. Introduction by R. 
G. Ingersoll. The Truth Seeker Co., New 
‘York. Price, cloth, $1; paper, 50 cents. 


Mrs. Elmina D. Slénker says: "It is with | 


extreme pleasure that I speak a few words in 


recommendation of Helen H. Gardener's book, 


* Men, Women, and Gods." It isa brave and 


‘beautiful book, and one well worthy of the 


brave and beautiful author, and I prophesy 
for it & success few other books of the age 
wil obtain. We hav'so few young women 
writers among us that this very fact will 
attract attention to the work. Youth and 


beauty generally win, and, when combined 


with genius, talent, wit, humor, and solid 
sense, they must be triumphant. It is an 


honest book, and written for a purpose—writ- 


ten earnestly, thoughtfully, and kindly, and 


yet so strongly and solidly logical as to be in- 


controvertible in its arguments against Bibles, 
creeds, and churches. It is one of the most 


effectual pleas against the old Jew book as a 
defamer and degrader.of woman, and it is full 
to the brim of sound, logical, good sense ideas 
in favor of her perfect equality with man, giv- 
ing oceans of proof that while the Bible is 
held in law and public opinion as the first and 
best: of books, woman will continue to be a 


slave to man, and & victim to his caprices, 
whims, and passions. I hope every Liberal 
woman will buy the book, read, and circulate 
it, emulating our *Heathen Helen' in doing 
good work for freedom, and for this world." 

Of the same work we clip the following no- 
tice from the Banner of Light : 


“The author of these lectures has been 
termed by the New York Sun, and not inaptly, 
‘Ingersoll done in soprano.’ Large audiences 
hav greeted her &ppearance on the public 
platform. She analyzes the teachings of the 
Bible and their effect upon the condition of 
women in language epigrammatic, witty, elo- 
quent, and pathetic by turns in the lecture 
that furnishes the title of the book, and in like 
manner, which partakes largely of that of the 
great iconoclast who supplies the introduction, 
treats upon ‘ Vicarious Atonement,’ ‘ Histori- 
cal Facts and Theological Fictions.’ . A. por- 
trait of the author faces the title page.” 


The Chicago Times is one of the most 
awake and independent newspapers in. 
America. Its daily circulation is 48,000 
copies; its Sunday circulation is but a few hun- 
dred less than 50,000. The daily edition is 
never less than ten pages, while its Sunday 
edition often reaches twenty. Helen H. Gar- 
dener may therefore congratulate herself that 
her book has induced so widely read a journal 
to giv its world an opinion so damaging to the 
claims of Christianity as the following notice 
of ** Men, Women, ard Gods:” 

** Men, Women, &nd Gods, and Other Lect- 
ures,” by Helen H. Gardéner, is a duodecimo 
volume of about 160 pages, containing three 
lectures with an appendix, setting forth some 


-ical Fictions.” 


-of the authorities from which the lecturer 


draws some of her niaterial. 

^ The first lecture givs the title to the book, 
the second is on ‘‘ Vicarions Atonement,” and 
the third on: ‘‘ Historical Facts and Theolog- 
: All are keen, vigorous, and acrid attacks on 
the Christian. church forms .of theology. 
They can scarcely be said to be attacks on 
religion or religious feeling, since the: flower . 
of that plant is charity of thought and action, . 
and in this Miss Gardener sees the highest 
end of man's emotional side, as in absolute 
freedom of investigation and opinion. she 
sees the. highest end of his intellectual side. 
Her leading purpose seems to be toshow that - 
women, of all persons, should least support 
thé Bible and the churches which 'hold it in 
reverence. = : . * 

The first lecture is a surprisingly bitter and 
Scathing denunciation of ihe Old Testament 
as the sum. of all cruelty and brutality. to- 
ward women, and she makes up a startlingly 
strong case from the pages of the book itself. 
If any one does not think the case can be: 
made strong let him read carefully this book. 
and also the thirty-first chapter of. *‘Num- 
bers.” : : 

"The second lecture arraigns vicarious atone- 
ment as an inexcusable injustice in itself, 
weakening and corrupting in its influence, 
like indiscriminate almsgiving, and points out 
that is not peculiar to Christianity, but is 
found in some form in every religious system 
known to history. 

Both these lectures are strong productions, 
but are disfigured with a good .deal of flip- 
pant phrasing, designed, no doubt, to catch 
the popular attention by tickling the popular- 
ear. The lecturer’s strongest work is done in ° 


-the third lecture, where her purpose is to . 


show that our civilization is in no sense based 
upon Christianity, and that the Christian re- 
ligion has especially not contributed to the 
elevation of woman in any respect. Here she , 
drops largely her flippancy of style and settles 
down to earnest work. 1 
Civilization she holds to be chiefly the 
creature of environment, the basis of which, 
in this world, is in climate and soil. In 
support of her view. of the position of 


-woman she quotes largely from Sir Henry 


"Maine, showing, among other things, that the 
position of woman in Roman law and usage, 
before the introduction of Christianity, was 
in advance of what it is even now in some re- | 
spects, and that the tendency of the canon 
(church) law was invariably to force her 
back into the degradation from which she had 
been rescued by & long and painful social 
evolution. 

In this lecture, too, she answers the ques- 
tions as to what she would substitute for the 
sanctions of Christianity, and she takes con- 
siderable pains to show, what one would 
think need scarcely be insisted upon in our 
day. that the morals of civilization—morals in, 
general indeed—are.not at all based in or de- 
pendent upon religion, certainly not on Chris- 
tianity, since the so-called *' golden rule,” 
the highest principle of morality, antedates . 
Christianity a thousand years. e ^. 

But space fails to more than thus meagerly 
call attention to this remarkable book. One 
can only express a regret that its vigor and, 
suggestivness are weakened .by the flippancy 
of manner alluded to. Its material is quite 
worthy of being freed from trifling of this 
kind, although it must be admitted that there 
are minds whose attention cannot be so well 
gained in any otlier way. m 

Without saying anything about Miss Gar- 
dener's “ flippancy "—which is mighty enter- 
taining—or dwelling especially upon the 
many commendatory paragraplis m the 
notice, there is one point we would call at- 
tention to, and thàt is the opinion that in this 
age of the world.the claim tbat religion is the 
basis of morals is hardly worth serious refu- 
tation. The clergy and religious people gen- 
erally hav insisted ‘so loudly upon the claim 
that they hav made a good many—including 
some Freethinkers, who ought to know bet- 
ter—believe in its truth. Over and- over 
again hav we pointed out how Utilitarianism 
isthe only philosophical and scientific basis 
for that general good conduct which goes by 
ihe name of morality, and that religion— 
**certaihly not Christianity "—has no legiti- 
mate claims'to be called the conservator of 


‘morals. Weare very glad to be able to add `; 


so influential a journal as the Chicago Times 

to the list of exponents of the Freethought 

side of the question. 

Sooran Weatta: The Sole Factors and Ex- 
act Ratios in Its Acquirement and Appor- 

'tionment. By J. K. Ingalls. 12mo; cloth, 

pp. 820. New York: The Truth Seeker . 

Co., 88 Clinton Place. . 

The author maintains that we are living 
under a system of capitalistic aggrandize- 
ment, or commercial monarchism, that has 
no parallel in the history of mankind. His. 
aim is in this volume to direct the attention 
of all to what appears to him to be true, 
namely, that there exists a natural relation 
between the worker and the soil—a principle 
of law which will giv an equitable share of 
the products of industry to each who shares 
the labor. Intelligence—an exact and system- 
atized knowledge of the great governing laws 
of life—he considers to be the only solvent of 
the great problems of the age--Banmner of 
Light.. a7 : : 


ead 


Ingersolls Work 
The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, 


In five lectures *The G 
[D Humboldt T 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 5( 
cloth, $1.25. E : 
Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 5 
plain cloth, $1.95. ae NU 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? 
oe per, 25 cents. QUE 
. "The Christian Religion. By :R 

' Ingersoll Judge Jeremiah 8. Black; and : 
George F. Fisher. "Paper, 50 cents ; cloth; 


Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, pa 
10 cents. $1.00 per doz. post paid. Print 
large, clear type, and containing as: mu 
could be delivered in two ordinary ‘lect 
This makes a grand missionary ‘docu 

- Liberals should scatter it generously: 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answe 
a Number of Vital Questions Propound' 
the editor of the San Franciscan, B cer 
cents per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copi 
Millions of these should be circulated: by 

, thinkers, x : 

Vindication of Thomas Paine .: 

the attacks of the New York Observer, by: 


ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 10 cents. ^ 


Address on the Civil Rights ] 
Large size octavo; paper, 15 cents, ©... : 


Ingersoll’s. Lectures Complete. 

und in one yolume. To meet thé de: 

for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher ha 

8 lectures, except the latest on.**C 

doxy,” bound in one beautiful 

calf, ‘library style, and containing over 

pages, which is sold at the- exceedingly 
price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 


- Tributes. There hav been. so.m 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s “Tribu: 
_ His Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “G 
- Banquet Toast,” and the recent address 
& Little. Harry Miller' Grave,” that thes 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, 
minated border, and in large, clear type, 8 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwa 
to any address, prepaid, for $1, or either 

for 25 cents. ys an 


The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, . 


Ingersoll. Cabinet size; iru 

life, gace $1.50 each. Every admirer of 

apog es of eligious Liberty should hav 
rusts, i 


Photographs -of Colonel Inger 
Superb photographs, 22x28, $5; panel, 10: 
$3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents; card, 9i 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 

! 33 Clinton Place, New 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged: 


Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen. Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
e Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
- the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform ; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
Church and the Republie.: 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture: Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating; Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars 0 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; [Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals ; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperahce; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents ; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. ` 


Sabbath-Breaking. .This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
. Babbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 


volume, in 


OTK. ` 


Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation: of Sunday 
Laws. Price, 25 cents; six copies, $1.00. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De. 

1 cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson and Unbeliever- 

. Pame and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
< B cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz, 40 cts. 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
.. ‘ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the stor, 
of the Author-Hero's life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the agpersions cast upon 
it. Choice extracts from ‘ 
“ American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine's 
character from' more than one hundred noted 
. persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing & handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents}. 


cloth, 75 cents. 
The Apostle of Liberty. An address 


delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkera! Convention, 7 anuary 29, 1884. Price, 
cents, i 
For all the above works address , 
; THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


The 
/ : Working the Year of Science 
/ And the Common Computations. 


An Almanac Forever 


Showing the day of the week for any day of the 

. month for all time past and present and to come, 

and other useful information. Price, 40 cents; 

three for $1. : ^ 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

Canvassers address L, Martin, Brunswick, Ga. 


Common Sense,”. 


Perpetual Cal-ndar.’ 


Agnosticism, b 
: William Maccalt 


—— — € ow 


THE FUTURE REPUBLIC OF NORTH AMERICA. 


BY, A CAPITALIST. . 
A Book Advocating Associate Life as à Remedy for Poverty, Vice, and Crime. 


It deals with 


the present conditions'of society in this country, pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 
it is almost impossible. that the people should:be:other than. poor and vicious under our present sys- 
tem. The remedy, the author thinks; is in communal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of the 
future Republic of North America, as it will be when society. shall-be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The-book is vigorously and interestingly written. 


Contents: The titles of some of the chapters are: Present External Appearance of Our Re- 


public; Government and Laws; Finance; Public Improvements; Production and Distribution; 
Education ; Morality and Religion; Marriage and. Divorce; Life in the New Republic; Life in the 
Existing Republic; Examination of the Objections to Communism; Methods Proposed for the 
Transition from the System of Individual Property to a System of Collectiv Property; Danger. 


Price, $1.50. 


^ Published and for sale by the Truth Seeker Company, 33 Olinton Place, New York City. 


. BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
Youth. By Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
stition, The Only Illustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children’s Story-Book ever issued. . 66 full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heavy 
toned paper, broad margins, uminated 
covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1.25. 


Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 
the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 

. the Young Folks. By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for yomg masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued ata reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
‘photograph of the author which adds very 
much to the value of the volume. 


Blakeman's 200 Poetical Riddles. 
Price, 20 cents. ; i B 
y 


Tbe Youth's Liberal . Guide. A 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M, Price; $1.00. This 
volume aims atthe education of youth in the 
principles of Freethought, at the same time 
that it inculeates moral duties and human 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason an 
common sense, Address THE TRUT: 
SEEKER. : 


- FOR 1886. 
CHAS. A. WATTS, Editor. 


CONTENTS: Agnostic Religion, by. R. Bithell, 
B.8c., Ph.D.—Shifting the Center of Gravity, 
Watts—A Household of Unfaith? by G. M. McC.— 
Is Agnosticism, of Necessity, Anti-Christian? by 
W. Stewart Ross (Saladin)—Legend of the Devil's 
Dyke, Brighton, by Julian.—Emotional Agnosti- 
cism, by W. A. Toonard. Agnosticism and Popu- 
lar Christianiiy, by Col. R. G. Ingersoll.—The Spe- 
cial Senses, by H. J. Hardwicke, F. R. C. S.—Not 
Left comfortless, by F. J. Gould.—The Morals of 
i Tgnotus,—The Eternal Curse, by 
he Catholicity of Agnosticism, 
Robinson.—Christianity an 
. Cattell.—Unpalatable Truths, 
osit Poles of Thought, 
oriune and the Mendi- 


For sale at this office. 


by Winifred, Lad: 
After, by Charles 


by F. Bydney Morris.— 
by T. Evan-Jacob, B.A.— 
cant, by Thomas Mead, 
PRICE 2 CENTS. 


by: 
[e N- Misconceptions of A nosticism, by Charles }. 


Hig, SES TOUT AIRE’S ROMANCES. 
AGNOSTIC ANNUAL! 


.of Babylon.—The Man of 


CONTENTS : 

The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.—Zadig ; 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Prinsess 
í T Forty aroman The 
H ; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas.— 
The World as it Goes.—The Black and the White. 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des. Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato’s Dream.—A_ Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid paper. With 67 
engravings. Price, cloth, beveled boards, $2.00. 
Half calf-or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


myMedical Compound and Improved 

lastic Supporter Truss in from 3Q to 
90 days. Reliable references given. Send 
atamp for circular, and say in what paner 
you saw my advertisement, Address Capt, 


Y. A. Collings, Smithville, Jefferson Co. N. Ta 


ij jeweled, $19; same, adjusted, $99. In filled 


|| $31. 


ments. 
| $32, 15 jewels. For 14 karat cases add $8. 
i| equally low. Watches cleaned, $1; springs $1; and 


i|: bound in beautiful French muslin, embosse 


DR. R, 


111 
W l ' 
Popular Jewelry Store, Rochelle, IH. 


. Genuin diamond jewelry; fine gold and silver 


4 watches, chains, bracelets, gold and plated. jew- 
‘| elry, silver and plated ware, optical, art, and fancy 
‘I goo! 


8. 8 oZ., coin silver, Elgin watch, $9; 4 OZ., 
$10.50; 40z., stem wind, 11 jeweled, $14.50; same, 1» 
0. 
cases; warranted 20 years, 7 jeweled, stem. wind, 
$21; 11 jeweled, $23.50; 15 jeweled, $28; adjusted, 
Best filled cdbes add $4.50, Ladies’ filled, best 
cases, $20, 7; $22, 11; and $80 for 15 jeweled move- 
Ladies’ solid gold, 10 k., 322, 7; sb 1; 
ents 


returned per registered mail. Best spectacle in 


i| the world, $1. All goods must suit or cash back. 


p ft And what isa nicer 

KE TS : present for either 

p QWSA eS 7 your lady or gentle- 

z id 3 man friends than 
QM ouem ~ one of my latest im- 
UA ut proved model badges 
in solid gold, artis- 
tically enameled in 
three colors? Price, 
$3, $3.50, $4. With 
genuin diamond in 
rising sun, $8 and $10. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN 
Rochelle, Ill. 


| A STANDARD MEDICAL WORK 
! For YOUNG & MIDDLE-AGED MEN 


: ONLY $1 BY MAIL, POSTPAID. 
ILLUSTRATIVE SAMPLE FREE TO ALL, 


RN 


n Manhood 


` Exhausted Vitality, Nervous and Physical Debil- 
ity, Premature Decline in Man, Errore of Youth, 


4) -and the untold miseries resulting from indiscre- 


tion or excesses, book for every ‘man, young, 


i middle-aged, and old. It contains 125 prescriptions 
ij for all acute and chronic diseases, each one of 


which is invaluable. So found by the author, whose 


i| experience for 25 years is such as probably never 


before fell to the lot of any physician. 300 pages, 
cov- 
ers, full gilt, guaranteed to be a finer work in every 
sense —than any other work sold in this country 
for $2.500r the money will be refunded in ever 
instance, Price, only $1.00 by mail, post paid. 
Iliustrativ sample free to anybody. Send now. 
Gold medal awarded the author by the .National 
Medical Association, to the president of which, the 
Hon.P. A. Bissel, and associate officers of the Board 
the reader is respectfully referred. 
he Science of Life should be read by the young 

for instruction, and by the afflicted for relief. lt 

l beneit A Lancet fo 46 aint 

There is no member of society to whom The 
Science of Life will not be useful, whether youth, 
parent, guardian, instructor; or clergyman.—Argo- 


naut. 

Address the Peabody Medical Institute, or Dr.W. 
H. Parker, No, 4 Bulltinch §t., Boston, Mass., who 
may be consulted on all diseases requiring skill 
and experience. Chronic and obstinate diseases 
that have baffied the skill of all other physicians a 
specialty. Such treated succe ssfully, without an 
instance of failure. Mention this paper. 1yl4 


P. FELLOWS 


is a regularly educat- 
ed and legally quali- 
fied physician, and 
the most successful 
as his practice wi 
prove. He has tor 
twenty years treated - 
exclusivly all diseases 
of the Sexual Organs, 
in the cures of which 
he stands preeminent 
SPERMATORRHGA 
and IMPOTENCY 
as the result of self- 
abuse in youth and 
sexual excesses in ma- 
turer years, causing 
night emissions by 
Sv dreams, loss of sexual 
fa power, renderin 
marriage improper and unhappy etc., are cure 
ermanently by an outside application in sixty 
ays. NO STOMACH MEDICIN USED. | Itis one 
of Dr. Fellows’ valuable discoveries, which i8 en- 
tirely unknown to the medical profession. It is 
not a catch-penny get up, such a8 & pad, belt, pas- 
tille, nor magnetic appliance, but simply & medi- 
cin to be applied externally on the parts affected, 
which cures by absorption. Send five 2-cent stamps 
for his * Private Counselor,” giving full informa- 
tion. Address Dr. R. P. Fellows, Vineland, N. J., 
and say where you saw this advertisment. 


NEN, N 


N. B.—Dr. Fellows begs leave to say that he is 
an Infidel of tle most pronounced character. Bro. 
Liberals, your patronage is solicited. 


eS 


Tho Bile Analy 


John R. Kelso, A.M. 


CONTENTS: f 

The Old Testament.—The New Testamer...—The 
Creation.—The Deluge.—The Exodus.—The Mira- 
cles cf the Dible.—The Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Dible.—The 
Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 
the Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 
Saviar. 

Crown octavo, 803 PR. 7 
by mail, post paid. Pri 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. 
Cloth, $1.85. For Sale at this Office. 


Splendidly executed. Sent 
ce, $3.00. 


Quebec’ will extend $4,000 relief tb 
fishermen. noRS 
Tus. Rev. W. H. H. Murray: 
preacher, is lecturing in New ‘Hampsbire, 
-where he is regarded as a great.orator. 


. Tae drivers on several horsecar lines in this 
city struck one morning last week for shorter 
hours. They won the strike before noon. : 

Massaonuserts is endeavoring to pass a 
law making it a criminal offense to sell or giv 

‘tobacco to any boy und?Ezetsiggn years of age. 

Tue Rev. Father Gurad, of Hoboken, has 

‘become insane, and will be sent to the insane 
asylum: at Morris Plains. He ig thirty-five 
“years old. 

"WarrAcE Ross and Fred Pláisted, ‘the oars- 
men, say. they will row through the Niagara | 


rapids next August in a boat which they. are 


having built for that purpose. : 


Lorp SALISBURY, of England, ' recently re- 
ceived a deputation of unemployed workmen, | 


and promised to giv the subject of the-pres- | 


ent distress his earnest attention. 


THIRTY-THREE Women, of varying ages,; 


were examined last Saturday: by the civil-ser- ; 
vice examining’ board for appointment ` a8 
inspectresses in. the ‘Custom House: 


Tar Rev. James G. Armstrong, of Atlanta, 


has been suspended for a period of timé not | 
An ecclesiastical court -| 
found him guilty of violating his. ordination | 


to exceed ten years, 


vows. 


"Tux chief religious event 4n Poston Jast, | 


week was the legal attachment of the. Bow-' 
doin Square church by Pastor Downs. | Mr. | 
Downs’s salary is in arrears and’ he takes this | 
method to recover it. i 


Rams hav’ been made by United States! 
marshals on the residences of George Q. Can- | 
‘mon, at Salt Lake City, where he keeps his | 
43uumerous assortment of wives. ‘The women | 
sare wanted as witnesses. 

Mar. GLADSTONE has again come to the top: 
„as prime minister of England. John Morley, ] 
the Positivist, is chief secretary of Ireland. 
Henry Broadhurst, a. workingman, is under 
;seeretary for the home department. 


, Unire the average minister, the Rev. Me. 
‘Skillman, of Philadelphia, believes that God 
thas called him to leave the ministry, and he 
ihas therefore resigned his charge. His con- 
gregation fear that his mind is unbalanced.. 

' Tux Rev. George R. Bristor, of Spring Val- 
Jey, under indictment for rape, has become a 
Congregationalist, and will start an independ- 
ent church. Those of his congregation who 
believe in sustaining the time-honored pre- 
mogativs of a Methodist pastor will stand by | 

"Tur Chinamen are being driven out of 
Seattle, W. T. Last Sunday gangs of Ameri- 
. eans went through the place gathering in the 
celestials, putting them aboard a steamer, and 
paying their fare to San Francisco. It is 
said to be the work of the Knights of Labor, 
but the truth of that statement is uncertain. 


Tue latest result of the search for salva-| 
tion has been developed at Wiliamsport, Pa. 
Jerome H. Smale, of that city, has eloped 
with a Miss McKee. Both were pillars in the | 
Salvation Army. Miss McKee is described | 
as a good-looking, buxom young woman. | 
Smale has hitherto been a respected citizen, | 
and leaves behind a wealthy and very devoted | 

` wife. Mrs. Smale has the sympathy of all | 
her neighbors, by whom she is much re- 
; spected. | 

JLonpon was the scene of a great riot last 

“Monday. A mob of some fifty thousand 
-,men, composed mainly of unemployed. work- 
‘\ingmeg, marched through the streets break- 
ing windows and pillaging shops and houses. 
‘They were led by so-called Socialists. The 
„police were powerless to oppose the mob. 
“There were no fatal results, but many inof- 
‘fensiv persons were maltreated by the rioters. 
After dark the mob dispersed.and the city 
quieted down. 


Lasr Saturday the remains of the late Presi- 
dent Garfield were placed in a sarcophagus 
and returned to the yault in Lake View Cem- 
etery at Cleveland, ©. The sarcophagus is 
said to be the handsomest one ever made in 
this country. It is of bronze, weighing 450 
pounds, and costing $2,000. It is hermetic- 
ally sealed, and it is not expected that it will 
ever be opened. The remains will lie in the 
wault until they are placed under the monu-: 
ment which is to be erected to the memory of 
the dead statesman. 


© Odds and Ends, i 


- 


Dr. HAMMOND says: “In another thousand 
years we will all be bald.” Well, in another thou- 
sand years we won't care if we are, ` 


A TASTE for painting? I don’t know; 
He may, perhaps, be full of it; 

He did his best to paint a cow, 
Ah! well! he made a bull of it. 


A BurLINGTON man has given up bantering his 
wife. He laughed at her for using cosmetics, and 
she informed him that when he stopped painting 
his nose she would stop painting her cheeks. * 


A FRENCHMAN fresh from Bordeaux, 

À sleigh-riding thought he would geaux. 
So he purchased a sleigh, 
One bright winter deigh, 

To glide o'er the beautiful sneaux. 


CAPTAIN Burnaby, who was killed in the Soudan, 
left a novel behind him, but the chirography of 
the manuscript is so hieroglyphical that no one 
can read it. If Hugh Conway had been as thought- 
ful, the reading public would hav heen deprived of 
about fifty of his novels since his death.. 


Å LITTLE fellow who had been taught to pray at 
evening for uncles, and aunts, and cousins, be- 
sides his own family, one evening, when very tired, 
stopped after praying for father and mother, 
grandma and grandpa, and then remarked: “I’m 
not going to do any more praying outside of our 
family, let them do their own praying. » 


Morr street Sunday-school school teacher (to 
Wun Lung. & new recruit): “Do you understand, 
Wan Lung; the beautiful song we hav just finished, 


*Where, Oh Where are the Hebrew Children 


Wun Lung; "Yep, me undlestland,” Teacher. 


. “ Where are the Hebrew children?” Wun Lung: 


** Heblew childlen down on Blaxtee stleet.” 


Tur infant class of a Sunday-school were being 


drilled by the teacher on the early life of Christ. 
“Johnny, can you tell me where Christ was born ?” 
said she, “Easton,” replied the youth. “ Why, 
no, Johnny,” said the amazed young lady, “Christ 
was born in Bethlehem.” ‘ Well,” said Johnny, 
“J knew it was some place on the Lehigh Valley 
Road !” 


Bd Gnranpmamara,” said a Murray Hill young lady 
indignantly, * Clara Van Spuyton says that you 
and grandpapa kept a corner grocery store when 
you were young.” ‘She is mistaken,” said grand- 
mamma. ‘I knew she was, the mean, spiteful 
thing! The idea!” ‘Yes, she is mistaken," went 
on the old lady retrogpectivly, “It wasn't on a 
corner.” 


“ Govas drops, five ceds a backidge! Greatest 
thig id the world for a gold id the 'ed! Odely five 
ceds a backidge !” A red-nosed, watery-cyed man, 
with a fiannel muffler around his neck, stood on 
the corner of Eight and Chestnut streets this 
morning offering cough-drops for sale. ‘Why 
don’t you take some yourself?" asked the News 
man. (You seem to be pretty. well stopped up in 
the head," “The bad I worg for wode led be,” was 


the àiswer, with a 


| ant?” 


UERBO M ej 


ou sell to. others qu. Doe, sir: He pays: be ¢ eggs- 

ira Tot: to dake ady.?. * What for!” Oh;” was 
snime, “s0 as T cad stad. end 
here as a horrible table p 


“Say, Spook, what makes you go to church 
rainy Sundays, and' stay at home when it is pleas- 
“Greater inducements rainy Sundays.” 
“ Greater incentiv to spiritual meditations, hey ?" 
** Well hardly that, exactly.”. ‘Pray, then, what is 
the nature of: that ‘inducement. of which you 
speak?" “A fine assortment of hosiery to look at; 
you. know.” 


What, wont let y you tala t the. medicin l 


“ Waar is the breed of your calf ?" said a would- ` 


be buyer to a farmer.. “ Well," said the farmer, 
“all I know about it is that his father gored a jus- 
tice of the peace to death, tossed a book-agent into 
the fence corner, stood a lightning-rod man on 
his head, and his mother chased a female lecturer 


two miles; and if that ain't breed enough to ask 


four dollars on, you needn't take him.” 


` A GENTLEMAN, recently caliing at a boarding- 


house, left his umbrellain the hat-rack with a card 
on which was the following: “Belongs to a man 
who ‘strikes a forty-pound blow. Will be back in 


five minutes.” When he returned, the umbrella ` 


was gone, but in its place was a scrap of paper 
bearing the words: “Taken by a man who walks 
five miles an hour. Won't be back at all.” 


* Ag me !" sighed the lean man, “if I were a fat 
man; 
How happy the world would seem !” 
“ S'death !” moaned the fat man, ‘ how happy you 
thin men! 
- OLord! If I could be lean !” 


So thus doth the lean. man envy the fat man, 
While the fat man fain would be lean ; 
Oh, happy am I, not fat nor lean man, 
Only betwixt and between. 


. WHAT GRIEVED HIM MOST. . 

Minister : * And: you feel an awakening within 
you, my friend 2” 

Penitent printer : *I do gir. I feel that I hav 
been a great sinner, a very great sinner, Im 
afraid there's no salvation for mo." 

M.: ** Come, come, my fricnd, do not be despon- 
dent. You know the lines, being a printer, about 
the vilest sinner returning. I think you are in.a 
hopeful condition, a very hopeful condition.” 


P. p.: “Ah! but I've been such a Sabbath- 
breaker." . 
M.: “Working on a Sunday paper, I presume." 


p.: *Oh, no. The men who work on Sunday 
papers don’t break the Sabbath. 
done on Saturday night. I work on a daily paper 


Their work is- 


and the Monday morning issue is all set up on - 


Sundays. But Pm determined to leave the busi- 
ness; PU break the Sabbath no more by setting 
type.” 

M.: “I rejoice to fmd you in such a frame of 
mind. You will be a bright and shining light in 
‘the church one of these days. And you hav had 
to set type on Sundays, my poor friend—reports of 
dog fights, puglistic mills, and so forth, I supposet? 

P. p.’ (weeping bitterly): “No, sir; principally 
reports of ministers’ sermons in solid nonpareil." 


4 


as been ‘called the: mildest ; 
he early reformers, heartily 
ming of Servetus, which naturi i: 
nquiry, If ‘the mildest-manered . 
ed party approved of bürning, ^^ 
| to wha extremi es would not the passionate: ones - i 

; Bennett. s 


Yr mén would. only be as real inside the church ~ 
as they are outside ; if they would only think and 
niean what ‘they gay, the pitiful burlesque would ` 
n end to, and they would no;/:/5 
offer ùp: that sacrifice of lying lips, which | 
: » san abomination’ to the “Lord.”= 


í giia haxa ata bargkini ea "so 
th. Jehovah in a thoroughly business-: -` 
“If-God will be with me; ete. Then; ^. 

] ord be:my God, ete” (Gen; xxviii; 10-92). °° 
| The adoption.of Jehovah as Jacobs. God beitig thus ©. 
panty, epe .on.the performance of that 
in the- 'contraot. mores 


inv oked the gods of their enemy to 
e Helesguare ed city, and join them; 


a for his own divine service 


me it was regar dod as the. mark’ 
lever to despair of ‘the’ fortunes 
the good. citizen of the world, 


j 


despair `of the ‘fortunes of the `. 
1l act upon the conviction that 
and corruption. must gradually 


ed, the more we shall- perceive of 
; order and of: benevolent design in.,the universe, — 
| Dugalà. Stewart, 


‘I NEVER: have any thoughts working i in my head, 
or. any new project start in my mind, but my 
` wishes: carry: me immediately to you, and I desire 
‘to lay them beforg you. [This letter is addressed ` 
to-Mr. Molyneux, an Irish gentleman, who did 
‘himself great: honor by discovering the value of 


Iy 
ship.] ` You may ae think.that this carries a. 
` pri etty severe reflection on my country or myself, 
that in itIhav not a friend: to communicate my.~ 
. thoughts with. I'cannot much complain of want : 
-of friends to other purposes, but a man with whom |’, 
j One can freely seek truth, without any regard to ^... 


^ old or new; fashionable or not fashionable, but 


‘| truth merely for truth’s sake, is. what is scarce to | 
be found i in an, age. —Locke’s Familiar: "Letters, ^ "n 


. Many of the philosophers , of the gentiles hav B 
/written"much concerning the immortality of the " , 
soul, and in numerous books hav. they left it on 
record that the soul is immortal. But when you 
come to the resurrection of the flesh, they donot -> 
hesitate, but openly deny that, contradicting it to ^.^ 
such a degree that they declare it impossible for, ] 
this terrene flesh to rise to heaven.—st. Augustine, E s: 


PLINY, reckoning up those ‘things which he 
‘thought not to.be in the power of Göd, mentions 
these two ; “ Mortales wternitate gonau and vevocau 
defünctos (to endow men with everlasting life, — 
and to recall the dead to life again).—Pearson on 
the Creed. 


Oxe of the most curious blunders regarding or- 
thodox Christianity is that it has tended to the 
elevation of woman. As a matter of fact, the 
Eastern ideas about women are embodied in .Chris- 
tianity, and these ideas are essentially degraded 
and degrading. From the time when Paul bade 
women obey their husbands, when Augustine’s . 
mother was beaten, unresisting, by Augustine's . 
father, and when Jerome fled from woman's ,. 
charms, and monks declaimed against the daugh- oy 
ters of Eve, down to the present day when Peters 
authority (and Paul’s still more surely) is used 
| against woman suffrage, Christianity has consis- `, 
tently regarded woman asa creature to be subject 
to man because, being deceived, she was first in 
transgression.—Mrs. A, Besant’s Path to Atheism. 


Tur Roman. Catholic system is shaken off with 
much greater difficulty than those which are 
taught in the reformed’ churches, but when it, 
loses its hold of the mind it much more frequently s 
prepares the way for unlimited skepticism, = a 
4 Dugald Stewart. yer 


Hrxpoos.and Persians, Egyptians and Greeks, 
hav thought of God and the invisible as eàrnestly 
as theIsraelites, and what the men of greatest piety 
and genius among these people hav believed, what 
the founders of religion or the philosophers among 
them hav declared, so far as it has been preserved . 
io us in writing, not only in their sacred books 
but elsewhere too, furnishes us no small amount a 
‘that might, safely be placed by ihe side. of many 
portions of the Old Testament at lenst.—47'e Bible 
Jor Learners. 


Ir man is the same in al ages, , differing only in’ ` 
degree of development, and this clement (ie. the : 
| sonse of religion) is natural to him, then we must 
expect: to find such expressions of it in the poets 
and philosophers, in the religion of India, Greece, 
and Rome. Men of the same Spiritual elevation 
gee everywhere the same spiritual truth. If the 
doctrin of monotheism proceeded from tradition 
alone, then it must be more clear and distinct as. 
we appr oach the source of the tradition. But this 
is notoriously contrary to facts. —Theodor e Parker. o, 


Hg. who would adorn " 
His envied temples with the Isthmian crown, - a 
Must either win, through effort of his own, ru 
The prize, or be content to see it worn j 
By more deserving brows. — Wordsworth, . 
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. Hales and Clippings. 


. RmopESs & MoCLUuRE, literary pirates of 


_« Chicago, hav printed Revivalist:Sam Jones’s 


sermons and copyrighted them against the 
author. McClure is himself a preacher. 


Ir an S and an i and an o and a u, with an æ 
at the end, spell ** Su,” 

And an e and a y and an e spell '* i," pray 
what is a speller to do? ` 

Then if also an s and an 2 and a g and an Aeg 
spell “ cide,” 


There's nothing much left for a speller to do 


but to go and commit Siouxeyesighed. 
—Chicago News. 


THE new chaplain of the New York Senate 
is reported to be a sentimental parson from 
the rural districts. His prayers are, exceed- 

: ingly short, and giv wide and complete satis- 

. faction. With his short task performed and 
himself free, hc hangs about the ladies in the 
Senate chamber. When there is a scarcity of 
ladies needing his kindly services, the minis- 
ter joins the senators at their cigars in the 
smoking-room, where he does not disdain to 
puff a good Havana with the rest. For all 
these valuable services only five dollars a day 
comes:out of the state treasury. 


Neary every religious denomination in 


Connecticut was represented at a hearing Fcb- 


ruary 4th by the legislativ Committee on rail- 
roads on a bill restricting the running of Sun- 


. / day trains between 9 A.M. and 8 P.M. There 


appeared to be no objection to the Sunday 
through expresses between Boston and New 
York which traverse the state late in the after- 
noon, except from one speaker, who expressed 


surprise that clergymen were willing to com- 
promise on such a violation of the Sabbath. 
This man forgets that clergymen, like politi- 
cians, will be satisfied with what they can get 
if they cannot get all they want. 


Tue trouble in the church at Spring Valley, 
N. Y., where the Rev. Mr. Bristor preached 
before he was arrested charged with rape, is 
causing great complications. The congregation 
has split, some joining the Congregational 
denomination. The two sects. boycott each 
other in trade. Methodist Burr is shunned, 
and ex-Methodist John C. Wood reaps 
the benefit. ''Bristors friends refuse to 
drink anything but Congregational coffee," 
says one of the Van Houten Hall devotees, 
‘Cor to use any but Congregational crackers. 
and cheese.” - Whether Mr. Burr will adver- 
tise ** Methodist mackerel and mowing ma- 
chines ” retnains to be seen. The trial of, Par- 
son Bristor for rape will begin on February 
28d at New City. 4 


ANDREW CARNEGIE, the Pittsburgh multi- 
millionaire, Socialist, and Freethinker, began 
his career as a messenger boy in the office of 
the late Col. Thomas A. Scott, and afterward 
became an operator in the telegraph depart- 
ment of the Pennsylvania road. He was an 
expert sound reader, and one day, when on a 
locomotiv -near the telegraph office at Al- 
toona he heard the news come that a train had 
split in two on a sharp grade a few miles 
away, and that part of the train was coming 
along like lightning. Young Carnegie told 
the engineer of & passenger train which was 
waiting on the track, which the fugitiv train 
would pass over. There was just time enough 
to switch off the passenger train before the 
runaway came rattling on. 


Tue editor of the Estelline Bell, of Dakota, 
intimates that the “tame young man” and 
the played-out politician from the East make 
a mistake when they go to that state with the 
avowed intention of becoming Congressmen. 
He says, delicately: ‘‘ There is no opening 
here for any of these embryotic or ruined spec- 
imens of humanity outside of the cemeteries. 
If the verdict of the community in which you 
now liv seems to be that you hav not enough 
ability to throw stones at the chickens, don’t 
come out here, where, owing to excessiv and 
exorbitant freight charges, cartridges with 
which to practice on you, cost two cents 
apiece.” 

Mr. Paire D. Armour is a very generous 
man. A clergyman in whom he had confi- 
dence one day asked him for $80 to relieve a 
poor woman whose new-born baby was lying 
naked in her one room, where there was 
neither fire nor food. The money was at 
once handed to the parson, who afterwards 
returned it with a note saying that he had 
*: discovered that the woman Was of ill-repyte 
and the child the result of sin.” Mr. Armour 
at once sent word to Mrs. Armour, who gave 
the starving mother and child ample assist- 
ance, while her husband, stamping with rage, 
shouted to his clerk: “H that d——d scoun- 
drel comes in here again, throw him out.” 


AN English paper says that the Hindoos are 
again complaining about the poor quality of 
idols furnished them by the Birmingham man- 
ufacturérs. It seems that these manufactur- 
ers hav been producing such ugly styles of 
idols that eveh the most religious Hindoo can’t 
worship them with any fervor. Moreover, 
they are made out of cross-grained, knotty 
wood, and are painted with cheap mineral 


‘served to the states. 


paint which m hot weather comes off when 
the devotees kiss them. The Hindoo is very 
patient, but it does rile him when the paint of 
a high-price god sticks to his lips. If Bir- 
mingham does not manufacture better idols 
there may be a rcligious revolution in India. 


‘Mr. Rexp, of Maine, who has introduced 
a bill ii Congress for a constitutional amend- 
ment granting to women the privilege of vot- 
ing, is going a long distance to reach an ob- 
ject easily attained,” says the Fort Worth 
Gazette. “A constitutional amendment is 
not necessary to giv women the right to vote. 
In no place does the Constitution prohibit 
them, from voting. On the contrary, a rea- 
sonable interpretation of that instrument favors 
the view that it contemplates a universality of 
suffrage not limited by sex. If Mr. Reed 
wants woman suffrage, a simple law of Con- 
gress will giv it.” The Gazette is wrong. 
The framers of the Constitution never con- 
templated woman suffrage. They had not 
evoluted far enough. And all rights not 
granted ta the general government are re- 
It is a very erroneous 
idea that because the general government is 
not prohibited by the Constitution from doing 
a certain thing it therefore has the right to do 
it. Exactly the reverse is true. Unless the 
Coustitution empowers the general govern- 
ment to perform an act, the right to do it is 
reserved to the states. Congress cannot pass 
a law compelling the government of Texas to 
receive the votes of the women. One of two 
things must occur. Either & constitutional 
amendment must be passed, or the states 
must legislate upon the question. And one 
or the. other of these cannot be done too 
quickly. 
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Communications. 


An Examination of Church History. 
BEING LETTERS TO A CATHOLIC.—V. . 
Frienp D. ©.: If there bea period in the whole 
history of your church that you, as an intelligent 
man, should deplore and be anxious to hide, it is that 
of the Council of Trent, which formulated every 
point of your faith, from original sin up, decided def- 


initly on your present Bible, and made rules for the: 


government of the clergy and the laity. I know 
‘your doctors point to it with pride, and the laity ac- 
cept its decisions as having emanated from God him- 
self. But how many of either class are aware of the 
nature of the arguments, and the manner in which 
they were used, before even the simplest form be- 
came a dogma? 

There were two acknowledged historians, Sarpi 
and Pallavicini; and when the edition of Father 
Paul Sarpi appeared, then, and only then, did your 

- church realize the position she occupied. She had 
claimed that the Council was composed of the great- 
est minds. in Christendom; that the most perfect 
unanimity of feeling had been expressed; and one 
doctor, a Jesuit, grew so enthusiastic over the sub- 
ject that he assured his hearers if the entire wisdom 
of the balance of the world had been concentrated in 
one person, he would even then hav been immeasur- 
ably inferior to the meanest mind there. 

But Sarpi’s history changed all this. Being a very 
accurate account, compiled from the minutes, it 
showed each actor in precisely the position he had 
chosen to assume, and gave the principal arguments 
just as they were delivered. Europe then learned 
why certain dogmas had been decreed, why others 
had been refused, why changes had been made, and 
who effected them—in short, the political undercur- 
rent was laid bare. Decrees which in their original 
might politically affect a kingdom were softened 
down to meet the wishes of the king, and not one 
point of doctrin—mind, I say positivly, not o»e point 
—was declared as having been instituted by Jesus 
till it had first received the sanction of earthly po- 
tentates. 

The reading world was surprised to find that your 

most important dogmas, even in their remodeled state, 
were passed by a bare majority, and if the respect- 
able minority had been treated with ordinary courtesy 
and their arguments not interrupted by shuffling of 
feet, loud cries of dissent, and other signs of disap- 
proval such as are to be met at ward meetings, the 
result might hav been different; that the fathers re- 
‘sorted to all manner of tricks and dodges to carry a 
point, and money and politieal or religious prefer- 
ment were openly used to convince the wavering or 
reward the adherent. 

Your church promptly consigned Sarpi’s work to 
the Index, and the Jesuits were called on to help the 
holy see. A vast amount of material and thirty 
years of time culminated in the history of Pallavicini. 
Although he twisted and turned things to suit his 
purposes, invented scenes when such were necessary 
to carry a point, placed constructions on utterances 
which the context would not admit, and were pal- 
pably foreign to the intention of the speaker; used 
every device to protect the church, yet even his work 
failed in its object, for one of your doctors says: 
“Sarpi has been put on the Index; Pallavicini ought 
to be there.” 

Does not this speak volumes? From 1520 to 1545 
your church had been arranging for this council. 
When they met, the bishop of Bitonto, the chosen 
orator, opened by saying: "The moment is come. 
God must speak, and he will speak." And after ex- 
horting them to repent of their past sins so as the 
more worthily to receive the Holy Ghost, he added: 
'* But were you even to remain in impenitence, do not 
go on to imagine that thus you would hav it in your 
power to shut the mouth of God. Happen what 
may in that respect, the Holy Ghost will find it easy 
to open yours and employ it in his service.” They 
sat, off and on, for twenty years, and when the pro- 
ceedings are published by the accredited agents they 
are placed among the prohibited books, and you, as 
a good Catholic, cannot read the speeches delivered 
by the Holy Ghost, your God. The arguments 
formulated in heaven with an eternity to prepare 
them cannot stand the test of human criticism. Did 
ever an Infidel intimate worse than this? Do you 
not think your trinity is to be sympathized with for 


having such a numskull among them as you repre- 


sent their third person? I should like nothing better 
than to place either Sarpi’s or Pallavicini’s history in 
‘the hands of every intelligent Catholic; then Mother 
Rome would hav fewer adherents. 

When the opening day arrived, three bishops were 
on the spot, and they Italians. So this great 
ecumenical council adjourned for nine months, and 
when they reopened twenty-five were in attendance. 
The great universal church represented by twenty- 
five prelates and seventeen of these bishops in parti- 
bus infidelium—gentlemen without dioceses or mem. 
bers of the popes household. Not an English 


French, or German delegate. Only during one ses- 


.| sion did the votes rise to 450, and 270 of these were 


Italians; and when the decrees were signed in 1563, 


255 signatures attested to the ecumenical nature of 


this council. The votes on the various decrees ran 
so peculiarly that they reminded me forcibly of the 
tactics of the celebrated 306 at Chicago, when Conk- 


ling tried to foist Grant for a third term; and on 


more than one occasion the German delegation ad- 
vised their sovereign that owing to the Italians vot- 
ing in a body they could not press the reforms they 
were pledged to advocate. 

Each Italian was bound by the following oath, 
which he took when consecrated as a bishop within 
the papal dominions: "I engage to preserve, to de- 
fend, to augment, to advance the rights, the honors, 
the privileges, and the authority of the holy church, 
and of our Lord, the pope, and not to take part in 
any deliberation, any act, any transaction against our 
said Lord or the said church.” 

How many Catholics know that there was a schism 
even at this council; that a portion removed to 
Bologna, where, having thirty-four members out of 
an original sixty, they declared themselvs ecumenical, 
and threatened to anathematize those who.remained at 
Trent; that the war between the two bodies, each 
presumably directed by the Holy Ghost, became so 
fierce that Paul IIL had to threaten both, and with 
the greatest difficulty prevented 'a serious disaster ; 
that the bishops in partibus sent by the pope to the 
council were so numerous that Paul IV. complained 
that their living cost him 3,000 crowns a month, and 
urged it as one reason why the council should hasten 
its actions; that the votes on many occasions were 
almost a tie, that on divine right being 66 to 71—the 
negativ all Italians? 

People who hav read the history of these times 
quietly smile when they hear your priests speak of 
the calm dignity and Roman firmness of Paul, in his 
dealings with the Protestants—how he besought 
them, with tears in his eyes, to return to the true 
fold, and thus save their immortal souls, “ but never 
did he waver for one moment, or jeopardize the trust 
deposited in his hands by our Lord and savior, Jesus 
Christ." 

Yet the doings of this pope, as recorded in the 
council, inform us that he empowered his three 
nuncios, whom he sent to Germany, to remove every 
kind of excommunication and censure, even for “ big- 
amy and perjury." 
their orders could wear their old monastic dress 
under their secular garb, and for those who were 
married he would make a special enactment to cover 
each case. The laity were to hav the disputed cup 
provided they would admit the host contained all the 
necessary elements, i.¢., both body and blood Not- 
withstanding these, concessions, Pallavicini says the 
papal offers were so illy received “it was evident that 
all efforts would be useless unless they were sup- 
ported with arms.” And what was the cause of this 
apathy on the part of the Protestants? Not a re- 
form was granted, though every Christian pewer had 
been outspoken in demanding them. The several 
popes who reigned during the council promised to 
commence by reforming their own courts, but under 
various pretexts the time was put off. Some evils 
were mitigated to a small degree—the lower order of 
clergy being curtailed of some of their privileges, 
but the great scandals which caused the Reformation 
remained untouched. 

It would be useless to enter into the details of the 
formulation of your various sacraments, unless you 
be wiling to defend them, which I feel to say you 
will not; but if you will, I would promis to quote 
only those arguments of your own doctors recorded 
by Sarpi and Pallaviemi, and, moreover, will allow 


you to choose which historian is to act as our guide.. 


In event of not hearing from you, I will prepare an 
article and uncover the true nature of these ' * abso- 


| lutely indispensables." 


Now, let us glance at your rosary, which I imputed 
to the Aztecs. Its origin is credited to St. Dominic, 
but many of your writers say this is not certain. 
Some ascribe it to the time of the Crusades; and the 
Mohammedan of to-day tells his beads, claiming they 
were instituted by the prophet. The Brahman points 
back to the mists of antiquity as his source, and it was 
the popular form of devotion among the Aztecs. There 
is no doubt that your church did not possess this de- 
votion till after the first Crusade, and then only in a 
crude form. Its present condition was not attained 
till after the Mexican conquest. Hence my inference. 

You also object to my remarks about the sale of in- 
dulgences, though not many years ago you showed 
me a relic, consisting of a bone of some saint, which 
your cousin brought from Rome: There was at- 
tached to it an indulgence of seven days every time 
you said seven paters and seven «ves. It had cost 
you ten dollars, and the case in which the relie lay 
was not worth more than one dollar. Now, what was 
the balance for? You may disguise it under any 
name you please—an offering—but viewed in à com- 
mercial light, it would be called a sale. We Infidels 
call it a sell, and a very bad one, not so much as to 
the amount involved, but that an intelligent man like 


Those monks who had renounced: 


you should. allow yourself to be hoodwinked e a 
parcel of Italian lazzaroni. 

I once-attended one of your missions held under 
the auspices of the Jestiits, Father Damon presiding. 
After the sermon I followed the crowd into a side- 
room, and there found several tables crowded with | 
rosaries, medals, pictures, ete., which I was assured 
were specially blessed, and each had an indulgence: at- 
tached. I invested one dollar in a pair of beads 
which the Holy Father himself had blessed, but the 
instructions in regard to gaining the indulgence I hav 
forgotten. A few days afterward I called at a Cath- 
olic emporium in Barclay street, looking for a certain ` 


book, and saw a pile of the same kind of. beads of ' D 


which I had bought a sample at the mission. 
were quoted at twenty cents. 
tention of the clerk to the difference in the price be- 
tween the store and the church, and was informed 
that the increase was necessary because the pastor 
had charged them 75 per cent on the gross sales, 
and that one-half of it went to the Jesuit Damon and 
his erew. Yon can draw your own inferences. 
(ro BE CONTINUED NEXT WEEK.) 
29—9—— 


Our London Letter. 


The decision of the speaker in the House of Com- 
mons was a sad blow to the hopes of the Conservativs: 
and religious bigots, as 'they appeared to be fully under 
the impression that they had only to offer opposition, 
as on former occasions, to prevent Charles Brad- 
laugh from taking the oath and his seat as a properly 
qualified member, and their disappointment must hav 
been felt very keenly when the speaker stated that 
he had no offieial kmowledge of what took place in the 
previous parliament on this question. Probably the 
Tory party were of opinion that by withdrawing their 
candidate for the speakership, and allowing a Liberal 
to oceupy the post without opposition, they were en- 
titled to his gratitude, and that he would therefore 
play into their hands. The bigots cannot conceal 
their chagrin, and declare they are not going to let 
the matter drop, but will.proceed against the, to them, 
obnoxious member, and do their best to ruin him. 
Of course, the irrepressible Henry Varley is well to 
the front, and rushes into print in the form of penny 
pamphlets, as usual As his effusions are well circu- 
lated among the “unco guid,” his elegantly-written 
articles are a source of profit, and if he can serve the 
Lord and himself at the same time, doubtless both 
parties are well satisfied; and no one of any conse- 
quence is likely to take much heed of his virulent 
attacks, and no harm is done except to himself through 
becoming confirmed in a habit of slandering better 
men than himself, and there can be few worse than 
a liar, though among the godly, as long as lying is 
for the greater glory of God, it is a vitae and not: a 
vice. . i 

The old falsehood is dragged out again that Brad- . 
laugh refused to take the oath on his first appear- 
ance in the house, and that he wrote a letter to the 
papers stating that the oath had no binding value to 
him; and though this statement has been over and 
over again shown to be entirely without foundation, 
it is still brought forward with as much regularity as 
the Christmas pantomime. 

The examination now being held to inquire into the 
working of the Royal Liver Friendly Society has shown 
the purity of the motivs which govern the proprietors 
of religious papers. It has been publicly stated, and 
I hav seen no denial of the charge, that a Roman 
Catholic journal, and also one known as the Protes- 
tant Standard, the latter paper being especially bit- 
ter in its attacks on Freethought and Freethinkers, 
hav inserted in their columns articles extremely favor- 
able for this society, which were compiled by the man- 
agers whose acts are now being called in question, and 
received an extra payment for these notices. If such 
a thing had been done by a Secular journal, the 
whole of the religious press would hav combined to 
show up the enormity of the transaction, and Secular- 
ists would hav been held up as awful examples of the 
lowest form of vice; but under the circumstances the 
most that now can be said is that it might perhaps be 
considered as a slight indiscretion, and was doubtless 
the fault of some junior clerk accepting the advertis- 
ment without reading it. Itis a great blessing to 
be a true believer. 

It is both interesting and instructiv to read Mr. 
Stead’s account of his imprisonment in Holloway 
Jail, and compare it with the experience of the three 
blasphemers in the same prison. Those who were 
condemned for expressing a difference of speculativ ` 
opinion from the majority were treated as criminals 
worthy of severe punishment, and the one who was 
found guilty of abducting a young girl (whether 
rightly or wrongly does not enter into the present 
question) was imprisoned as a first-class misdemean- 
ant, and every comfort supplied him, with permission 
to receive visitors whenever it suited him, and every 
facility afforded him to carry on his editorial duties. 
He states in his experiences as a prisoner that he was 
so comfortable that he enjoyed himself much more 
than for years past, and that it wasa pleasant change, 
and suggests the formation of a company to start a 
place of retreat for editors and literary men generally 


They 


I then called the at- > 
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^on the same principle, which he is confident will 


prove a paying concern. His extreme piety has been 


. evidently of great service to him, but those who assisted 
. him in his work hav, unfortunately for them, been 
` placed on a very different footing with regard to 

‘their prison treatment. 


Probably they had not “ the 
fear of, the Lord” so prominently before them, and 
hav suffered from divine judgment in consequence. 
Godliness is a great mystery, as it. appears you 
can hav too much of it as well as too little. A case 
was reported to-day of a man who was converted re- 
cently, and attached himself to the’ High Church 
party, and then became a Roman Catholic, but after- 
wards returned to his first love, which appears to 
hav been too strong for him, for before he could take 
up another department of the one true church, he 
committed suicide, probably with the idea of going to 
headquarters to find out which wasáhe genuin branch 
of the upas-tree. Christianity appears to hav the 


effect of making its adherents either mad or idiotic,. 


and yet professors of this glorious creed wonder why 
there can be any Atheists, not recognizing the fact 
that there are a few people who prefer keeping in 
their right senses. J. D. 
London, Jan. 28, 1886. 
an a a —————— 


The Man from the Moon. 


A great many years since, before the Black Friday,. 
there was frequently seen strolling about Wall street 
a man whose strange appearance and conduct in- 
dieated him no ordinary personage, as his searching 
and anxious manner denoted him a stranger to his 
surroundings. On moonlight evenings he would seat 
himself on the steps of the Exchange, gazing for long 
hours at the moon with a yearning expression upon 
his countenance. His extreme humbleness and inno- 
cence of manner, forbidding distrust, attracted the 
attention of the money-changers. He could speak no 
language known to the denizen of Wall street. The 
entire vocabulary of cosmopolitan New York was ex- 
hausted upon him in vain. The only reply elicited 
was a vacant yet not an unintelligent stare. He evi- 
dently could hear, but could not understand. A 
venerable and inquiring-minded Sage of the stock 
market became much interested in the stranger, and 
employed a learned linguist to either ascertain what 
language he understood or teach him English and 
find from whence he came. 

The waif took kindly to his tutor, learning with 
great rapidity and delight, and he was soon enabled 
to inform his teacher, pointing upward, that he 
came from the moon!. “I had long looked upon 
your beautiful planet,” he said, “until at last curios- 
ity overcame discretion and I made the venturesome 
leap. It had not occurred to me that the people of 
one planet would be so unlike the people of another. 
I found myself a hermit in a crowded city. I could 


. not return, and was very unhappy until you, my dear 


friend, taught me the means of conversing with your 


. people." 


All this was communicated to the venerable Sage, 
his benefactor. The Sage was in an ecstasy of de- 
light. “Is it possible,” quoth he, “that this good 
man is from the moon? He must come to my house. 
He shall write a history of his planet. We will gob- 


‘ble up the mountains and make a corner on moon- 


light, to the envy of the damsels on Fifth avenue. 
We will hay telegraph communication. Yea, I must 
monopolize this person from the moon, or some 
sharper man will get him. Bring him at once to me. 
I will teach him all else he'll need to learn." 

Pursuant to this object the Sage taught the Man 
from the Moon the first thing on this planet was to 
get money; the next to keep it; that ninety and nine 
in a hundred of the people of this world hew wood 
and draw water; that the odd one enjoys the fruits 
of the labor; that to enjoy life you must hav money, 
and all other things would follow. Nevertheless, he 
could get no communication from the moon, and the 
scheme was abandoned as not practicable. But he 
opened for his charge an office in Wall street. The 
Man from the Moon became a name in financial cir- 
cles. His astuteness in getting the products of labor 
was phenomenal. He could master all competitors, 
for he had been in the moon and knew it was not 
green cheese. He soon owned houses, steamboats, 
railroads, and lands, but he did no useful work to ob- 
tain all these. John Swinton made mathematical cal- 
culations proving that he would own the entire planet 
and all therein contained in two thousand years. 

A change in our friend's life now took place. He 
was to be married. He asked the advice of the Sage 
and was told it was going through too much to learn 
so little. But the Man from the Moon went adverse 
to his friend's advice. He had met the ladyat a full- 
dress party in a gown too short at one end and too 
long at the other. He wasinfatuated. She declared 
her love to be of long duration, having often gazed 
at his manly face in the moon with admiration. He 


.-'was led like a lamb to the slaughter, standing dumb 


before his shearers. 

Ere many moons two young satellites appeared— 
one he named Saturn, the other Venus. 

Now came another change in the life of the Man 


| from the Moon. Riding out one day with the Sage, 


they chanced to drive through Greenwood Cemetery. 
“What a beautiful place!” he exclaimed. “But what 
mean these blocks of stone to mar the beauty of so 
lovely a spot?” 

“Tt is a cemetery.” 

“T do not understand you.” 

“Tt is the place where we bury our dead.” 

“You are incomprehensible,” replied the Man from 
the Moon. l 

The Sage explained that after a certain period all 
must die and their bodies return to the earth from 
whence they came. 

* And did you come from the earth?” inquired the 
astonished foreigner. : 

“Certainly; you are the only one who came from 
the moon." Í D eos 

“I am dumbfounded!” the man replied. “And 
how long do we liv on your planet?” . 

“The average age among laborers,” the Sage re- 
turned, “is thirty years; we who neither toil nor 
spin are allotted threescore and ten. Some liv a lit- 
tle longer; more die sooner.” - 

* And then what?” 

“Well, the body crumbles to its nativ element; 
the soul goes to God. If we hav been good in this 
life we hav a life in another world without an end, of 
everlasting happiness. If we hav been wicked we 
inherit a life.of misery and are cast into a lake of 
fire where we burn forever without ever burning up.” 

“Tell me, my friend,” urged the Man from the 


Moon, “how to shun this lake of fire; and what is. 


this mystery, the soul? Of what use is all my 
hoarded gold if my fate for the future is depending 
on such a contingency as you tell me?" 

. The Sage could giv him no definit explanation of 
the soul, and referred him to Dr. Talmage who was 
engaged in that line of trade. Making haste in 
keeping with the importance of his subject, the 
moon-dweller rushed to see the priest. The priest 
was glad to see the magnate from Wall street aud 
former inhabitant of the moon. He astonished his 
earnest listener with his knowledge, not of this world 
but of other worlds. He handed him the Bible. 
“This, my friend, must in the future be your guide 
to eternal happiness, and you must be born again." 

“How can I be born again ?" 

* You must believe, and you are in the second 
birth and your soul is saved." i 

“Tell me, what is this soul?” 

“Tt is the soul; this is sufficient for you, in. your 
present condition, to know. What you want now is 
to believe and be saved, for he that believeth not is 
damned. You hay the Bible to read, and me to ex- 
plain. It will be your own fault if you are lost.” 


He read to the inquirer the gospel law that God. 


gave the life of his only son as proxy to. save souls 
whom the devil had run away with. Then he said, 
* My friend, do you believe ?” i 

* Yea, I will believe.” 

“You are saved, Now I will read you Christs 
law. It is this: ‘Sell all thou hast and giv to the 
poor; hate father and mother, and love your ene- 
mies.’ ” 

Our friend went to his home, greeting his better 
half as follows: “My dear wife, I hav hastened home 
to warn you to flee from the wrath to come. You 
hav a soul to save. You must be born again or you 
will go where the fire is not quenched.” 

And these signs followed him that believed: His 
wife decided that he was crazy, and sued for divorce 
and alimony. His son had been a stax in the politi- 
cal horizon, and retired in disgrace to the forest of 
Maine. His daughter fluttered a brief period asa 
meteor on Fifth avenue, and then sucumbed to the low- 
neck dress system. He went to the stock board and 
put everything he possessed on the market, but the 
brokers supposed it another ruse to beat them, and 
wouldn’t buy. He then placed all in the Marine 
Bank, and nothing remained for the poor. He caught 
his former friends by the coat-tails, begging of them 
to save their souls—''this night thy soul may be re- 
quired of thee.” He was decided to be crazy. Tal- 
mage was disgusted at his practical ideas of salvation, 
and refused him an interview. He went to the Sal- 
vation Army in poverty. They read to, him “Take 
no thought of the morrow,” and made him a corporal. 
He was arrested as a nuisance, and sent to the Island. 
When released he went to Rome to see the pope, 
who, he was told, possessed the only true Bible. 
The pope could not be seen—it would dispel the 
mystery. From Rome he went to Asia, where he was 
told to believe in Allah, and Mohammed his prophet. 
He went to Jerusalem; there they informed him that 
Christ was a humbug, the real messiah was yet to 
come. Sick and weary he sailed for America in a 
ship loaded with Mormon converts; went to Utah, 
and was told that, to be a true Mormon, he must hav 
a dozen wives. This was the straw that broke the 
camel’s back. “No more wives in mine," said he. 
He shook off the dust of Utah from his feet and came 
to New York, being gathered in by the Shakers, and 
soon death ended his uncertainty. "What he had 
dreaded most came, and his last words were, “ Be- 
lieve in nothing you cannot weigh in a balance or 
measure with a rule." Paxton. 


Wealth and Death. 


Back to the remotest period of the world's history 
wealth and power hav been the ambitious aim of 
mankind. We are told it is necessary as an impulse 
to advancing civilization, to growth and importance 
as a nation, and the weak must make way for the 
strong; that even over the dead bodies of the fallen 
in the struggle may be reared à mighty nation, rich, 
proud, and invulnerable. This sounds well in a 
general way, and may rouse the patriotism of some 
men to an extent that will make them content to eat 
the husks while others consume the corn. 

But is it not strange that after thousands of years 
of existence, and numberless examples of the utter 
vanity and futility of riches as a power, the world 
struggles to-day for their possession just as cruelly 
and remorselessly as at any time in the past? That 
any man, or set of men, hav any inherent or God-given 
right to any more of this world's goods and benefits 
than another is denied by the very nature and consti- 
tution of mau himself. Every man who labors is en- 
titled to just as much as a rich man can use for his 
natural wants, and if the latter uses more than that, 
itis wasted; if he hoards it, it is worse than wasted ; 
it becomes a menace to the liberty and rights of 
others. 

* Moneyis power;" itis monarchical power; it holds 
within its metallic grip à large majority of the inhab- 
itants of this world who themselvs tighten its hold 
by yielding to its behests. They curse its power, 
they fight it in sections, a sort of skirmishing on its 
picket lines. But they hav never massed their army 
for a general attack, and when they do they will see 
how true it is that “ capital is timid;" the enemy will 
capitulate at once, and no blood need be shed. I 
think we are nearer to-day to general organization 
than ever before. 

We must not forget that it is the principle of jus- 
tice we are fighting for, and not men, Our laws, cus- 
toms, habits are so thoroughly impregnated by cent- 
uries of practice, and rights,of property hav been so 
jealously guarded, that to whisper against their con- 
tinuance is regarded as nihilistic and revolutionary. 
The workers of this country are not Nihilists ; they want 
something, and that something is not chaotic disrup- 
tion, but a fair day's pay for a fair day's work. It is a 
hopeless task to appeal to the generosity or human sym- 
pathy of the gentlemen who hold the money-bags; the 
metal of their coin is softer than their hearts. But 
if they could only see how like a short dream life 
really is, that tey, with all their money, will soon be 
no more than the smallest drop of water in the great 
ocean of eternity; if some magic word could bring 
them to a realizing sense of the foolishness and in- 
humanity of their attitude, then there would be jus- 
tice in deed and not in name for all men. 

There is a feeling in all men of a dominant power 
(creator if you will) who created all things; a feeling 
of awe at the immensity of creation, of humble trust 
in his goodness, and of faith in ultimate happiness in 
the hereafter. Far be it from my thoughts or aim to 
shake that faith, or disturb any man in his religious 
beliefs of a creativ God. But when so-called expo- 
nents of the laws of God tell any man that it is God’s 
will that he should labor and starve and murmur not, 
that he should obey the laws and question not, it is 
perfectly safe to assume that he is either a liar or a ` 
fool, either of which is immaterial if you believe him. 
God's laws of equality, of never failing love and 
tender care, are written in every book of nature, which 
is ever open to us. The flowers are given the even- 
ing dew, birds their food and shelter from the storm, 
flowers bloom and birds sing their gratitude to God ; 
but men, to whom the earth is given, fight for the 
possession of more than they hav any earthly use for. 
Many tire of the struggle and lill themselvs, some 
become disgusted with existence and rush to death, 
others adopt open thievery (not having the brains to 
do it in a legal covert way), and go to prison. Some 
starve, others feed the body at the expense of the 
soul; some revel in a palace, others die in a hovel; 
and if this world is not a hell it is the ante-chamber 
to it, made so, not by God, but by men who are strug- 
gling, pushing, crowding, rushing pell-mell after a 
bauble, which, reached at last, grim death steps up, 
takes it from their unwilling hands, and pushes them 
back into their graves to rot. 

We are all brothers with one common origin, one 
common destiny. Would that this Babel of cross 
purposes, this fiend of selfishness, would giv way to 
the God of love. Heaven is where we make it; it can 
be made here in this world, and this little breath of 
existence can be a pleasant journey with congenial 
friends to the borderland of the unknown country 
* from whence no traveler returns.” Why should we 
fight? Why envy one another? Why plume our- 
selvs above our neighbor? Of what avail is it? Let 
us know, ye millionaires, who are already in the 
rotunda of death, what has it profited or what will it 
profit you? |. Wa. ALLEN SMITH. 

196 Broadway, New York. 


Senp to Tue Tavurg Szexer office for a.catalog of 
the books we hav for sale. The catalog is sent free. 
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The Liberal Club. 


The windows of heaven were open all last week, 
and the rain kept up a steady squirt through them: 
Friday evening it let up a little while, and people 
went to the Manhattan Liberal Club. The 399th 
regular meeting was held that night, and there was 
an audience large enough to fill the hall. 

At a little past eight. the president imposed silence 
upon the assemblage, and introduced the secretary, 
who read about what had occurred the week before. 
The report contained a sarcastic reference to the ex- 
treme tenuity of the address to which it referred, and 
the chairman rose to explain that the secretary had 
taken a wrong view of it. The great importance of the 
question involved justified its extended treatment by 
the speaker. 

The lecturer of the evening was Madam Henri 
Delescluze, on the subject of “ Oratory and Dramatic 
Reading." Being introduced as an old and stanch 
friend of the club, Madam Delescluze said : 


If you look into a dictionary for the definition of the word 
‘oratory " you will find it to be the art of public speaking. 
Mark well the word art. Oratory is not mere sound and 
fury, signifying nothing, but “ the art of public speaking." 
If you look further for the definition of the word ** art," you 
will see that it is “a system of rules; acquired skill? We 
are told by the same authority that an “orator” is “an 
eloquent public speaker; a petitioner." If still curious, and 
wishing to be strictly accurate, you search for the word ‘‘ elo- 
quence,” you will discover that it is ** beauty, power, and 
appropriateness of language." 

Oratory, then, is governed by a system of rules, and to be 
an orator is to be able to speak with power, beauty, and 
skill. To be able to speak thus requires in the speaker an 
infinit variety of ideas, the habit of thinking, and a vast store 
of acquired knowledge. So much for the intellectual part. 
Then comes the art of elocution. Webster or Worcester 
will tell you that ** elocution is the proper pronunciation aud 
delivery of words." 

'To be an orator in the true sense of that much abused and 
misunderstood word is therefore no easy thing. It includes 
a mastery of logical analysis, of ideas, thoughts, sentiments, 
and feeling, a knowledge of human history and human char- 
acter, and the power and skill of presenting these in a manner 
that compels attention—that holds and moves an assembly. 
In addition to his intellectual equipment the orator must un- 
derstand how to use his voice, the wonderful organ of com- 
munication between him and his hearers. He must know 
what the six general divisions of the art of elocution are, 
namely, articulation, accent, emphasis, inflection, modula, 
tion, expression. A man thus equipped is armed and girded 
for battle. Woe to the adversary who ventures to attack 
him without being equally well provided for the encounter! 

“ Oratory,” says Dr. Johnson, “is the power of putting 
down your adversary's arguments." Speech is the most 
powerful of all means whereby one human being can move 
another. He who would move the multitude must hav 


** Wit, and words, and worth, 
Action, and utterance, and the power 
To stir men’s blood.” 


Hazlitt, the celebrated English critic, once walked six 
miles on a country road with Coleridge, who was a preacher 
as well as a great poet. He says of the eloquence and charm 
of his voice: ‘‘I could swear that the very milestones had 
ears, and that Harmer Hill stooped with all its pines to listen 
to the poet as we passed." 

Every other art is known to require study—laborious study 
and diligent practice; but every man thinks he can read— 
one of the most difficult of arts, requiring taste, feeling, 
judgment, sensibility, passion, culture—and almost every 
man is sure he can please as a public speaker. In fact, in 
our country, where freedom of speech is universal and power 
resides in the people, every citizen ought to consider it a 
duty to know how to speak intelligently and passably well 
on public affairs. The country school trustee who, visiting 
a neighboring town at a school examination and being invited 
to make a few remarks, said, ‘‘ Well, gals, you spells well, 
and you reads splendid, but you hain’t sot still,” was not a 
worthy representativ of the general intelligence of the hum- 
blest of his townsmen. 


Mrs. Delescluze here read a number of selections 
to illustrate the oratorical, descriptiv, eccentric, and 
sentimental styles of reading. She urged upon all 


_ the importance of knowing how to speak in public on 


the stage. 

The chairman invited any elocutionist present to 
occupy the platform. Dr. Field, who teaches the 
Delsarte system of elocution, accepted the invitation. 
The doctor finds a philosophy at the, bottom of the 
art of expression, even to the expression of applause. 
For instance, the clapping of hands was the refined 
way of showing approbation, while jiggling the heels 
was in no wise cultured. The writer noticed that 
some of the audience thumped the floor with their 
umbrellas, and he was in hopes that Dr. Field would 
classify that sort of demonstration, but was not 
gratified. 

Mr. Joslin, of Cleveland, Ohio, said he was no 
orator, and his knowledge of orators had not placed 
them in an elevated position in his estimation. As 
an example, Demosthenes, though he aroused the 


„Greeks to deeds of valor, was the first to run when 


the Macedonians came into the neighborhood. Pat- 
rick Henry was not a trained orator. He was an idle 
young man, and lay around the brooks of old Virginia 
all day fishing, and never got a bite. A case came up 
about the stipend which the farmers paid the clergy. 
They wanted to pay it in tobacco, and the clergy 
wanted cash. They went to law. The farmers re- 
tained young Henry as counsel. He studied law for 
six weeks, and then went into court. His father 
was on the bench, and the young man was so awk- 
ward that the old man hung his head. The clergy 
nudged one another and winked. But Patrick soon 
recovered his nerve, and warmed to his subject with 


| such good effect that the clergy left the court in 
affright. Not only did the young advocate win the 
right of his clients to pay the clergy in tobacco, but 
he caused the stipend to be abolished altogether. 
Ail this with no training as a speaker. 

Robert Blissert followed. He made no pretensions 
to oratory, he said. He wished merely to make a few 
remarks about orators. In the days of the American 
Revolution it was the oratory of Pitt that stimulated 
the English to pause. Oratory was the index to the 
art that, moves the lips to speak. Mr. Blissert re- 
peated part of a speech by the Irish orator, Grattan, 
which probably lost none of its original effectivness 
by being given with a fine brogue. 

Madam Delescluze here returned to the platferm, 
and read a poem. It was one which the man with 
the badge-pin wrote some time ago and sold toa pub- 
lisher for two large silver dollars. The speaker had 
selected this poem because it was the production of a 
friend of the club; and on account of the expressiv 
way she rendered the lines they were received by the 
audience without protest. When the reading was 
over, to the great relief of the writer, who never felt 
willing to rest his reputation on that performance, 
the speaker turned to the defense of oratory as an 
art, and made further remarks that were agreeable to 
listen to. - 

Mr. Wakeman, by request, closed the exercises. 
Oratory, he said, had usually been on the side of the 
losing cause, and there were many causes that would 
be forgotten but for the oratory they evoked. Ora- 
tory has been the voice of Liberty. In reference to 
Cicero, who had been mentioned, Mr. Wakeman said 
he was one of the greatest men of antiquity. Hewas 
a believer in the religion of humanity and the federa- 
tion of the world. His works were for a long time 
practically suppressed, and he was maligned, misrep- 
resented, and put to a cruel death. Mr. Wakeman 
professed to hav little faith in any except natural 
oratory, and believed that whatever was in a man 
would come out. As for himself, he had never stud- 
ied the art of expression, but had always talked from 
the shoulder. Mr. Wakeman from his innocence of 
dramatic art belongs in the category with the man 
who expressed great surprise upon learning that he 
had been talking prose all his life without knowing it. 

After the meeting a complaint was entered with the 
secretary that last week's account of Dr. Lambert's 
lecture did injustice both to the speaker and to Tue 
Truru SEEKER, and the opinion was also expressed 
that these reports should be judiciously edited, and 
the lines tightened somewhat upon the writer. This 
is a good suggestion. The man with the illuminated 
insignia confesses with appropriate grief that on 


some occasions he is entirely unable to catch on, and. 


that Drs. Lambert and Eccles furnished one of those 
occasions. ,If some arrangement can be made with 
the editor of this paper whereby these reports can be 
pruned of their superfluous foliage, it would no doubt 
serve the cause of strict accuracy, but a large reward 
would be necessary to bribe people to read them. 

On Friday evening, the 19th, Henry Appleton, of 
Boston, will talk about Anarchism, Students of that 
grotesque philosophy will find in this speaker one of 
its ablest representativs. 

— om 


Chicago Letter. 


Entering the hall last Sunday (Jan. 31st) in which 
we held meetings continuously for over four and a 
half years, I was handed the following brief but ex- 
pressiv note: 

Fort Drarsorn Lopar, I. O. O. F.,) 
Cricago, Jan. 27, 1886.) 
To the Liberal League. 

GENTLEMEN: You are hereby notified to vacate Fort Dear- 
born Hall, after Sunday, Jan. 31st, as it has been decided not 
to rent the hall hereafter to any tenants except secret soci- 
eties. By order of the board of trustees. 

[Seal.] J. A. Wurst, Secretary. 

This gave us no time to arrange for a hall for to- 
day's meeting (Feb Tth), and had it not been for 
our generous friend, A. D. O'Neil, who offered us his 
fine hall free of charge, we should hav been effect- 
ually left out in the cold—a serious predicament with 
Charles Watts coming next Sunday. The hall is all 
that could be desired, being fitted up with parlor, 
ante-rooms, and banquet hall, but it is a long way up 
town, and that may militate against attendance. We 
learned long ago that there were quite a number of 
church-members belonging to the various lodges 
meeting in our old quarters, who hav been howling 
loud and long against our “desecration” of their hall 
Sunday evenings, but for years the sympathy of the 
lodge was with us, and they were outvoted on every 
occasion, as our money was. considered as good as 
that of others. For occupancy of the hall we hav 
paid some fourteen hundred dollars, and we lately 
hay felt too secure in our quarters. That is the time 
when the enemies of liberty always gain victories, 
The Christians now “hold the Fort "—Dearborn. 

ANOTHER ASSAULT ON LIBERTY. 

Lately I notice that “ The American Literary Union 
and Pure Literature Bureau” is making an energetic 
canvass among our merchants for money. The osten- 
sible purpose of this bureau “is to prevent the sale 
and circulation of impure and pernicious literature” 


on all lines of travel, railroads, steamboats, stores, 
public libraries, cities, and towns. In a pamphlet of 
over forty pages, which is being distributed in our 
business houses, they boast that thé society regulates: 
the sale of literature over 50,000 miles of railroad in 
the United States and Canada, and prints forms for 
signature by which newsdealers are pledged to ex- 
clude certain publications of vicious or vulgar ten- 
dencies. Here is their definition of what is vicious 
or vulgar: “The common law of Great Britain or the 
United States is founded on the Christian religion. 
Whatever is against general Christianity is therefore 
unlawful; it is so treated by the courts in Canada, 
and should be in the United States, as in the case of ` 

Infidel books, lectures, ete.” and further declares 
that “all works, and speeches, and acts assaulting . 
general Christianity are vicious—superlativly vicious 
—and associated with, and directly at work in ‘multi- ` 
plying and extendihg the grossest vulgarity.” 

Under this covert pretense of bringing about a 
purer literary atmosphere, the malicious fangs of the 
theological bigot are plainly. discernible, by its 
indorsement of a remark of some pious Boston peda- 
gog to the effect that “the public library is a curse 
to the school-children.” This is surely a clear case of 
atavism—reproducing their fifteenth-century procliv- 
ities. What with the public school and the public 
libraries, these intellectual fossils are having a hard 
time. Not content with their espionage of the mails, 
this society propose a system of Christian boycotting 
which shall cover the whole domain of the publication 
and distribution of literature. They propose to form 
the religious conviction for the individual—not the 
individual to form it for himself or herself. They 
hav no confidence in the untrammeled, progressiv 
intellect; their faith is in ignorance. ) 

e Liberals, as long as this cancerous superstition is 
allowed to spread itself by subsidy from the state, in 
the remission of its taxes, it considers itself not only 
backed by the state but a part of it. We should 
renew our efforts to show that the state’s province is 
with men, not with gods; with knowledge, not be- 
liefs; with rights and necessities, not with fancies. 
From man’s ambition to defraud and govern this 
theocratic principle draws its great vitality. No 
wonder railroad magnates try to foist on their em- 
ployees these Christian influences, as it is far easier 
to govern through promoting spiritual fears than 
even by the exercise of arbitrary force. The latter 
course is likely to arouse intelligent antagonism ; the 
former is insidious subjugation and intellectual death. 
As intelligence can never be permanently enslaved, if 
reason can be dwarfed a victory for monopoly is 
gained. Thus complete mental liberty is the super- 
structure on which alone all religious, political, and 
social progress rests. Remembering these truisms, 
let us renew our efforts for complete secularization, 
where the state shall neither demand religion, dictate 
religion, nor support religion—neither proscribe, 
favor, nor recognize any religion whatever. 

We hav two slander cases in this city in which 
reverend “gentlemen” are defendants. This shows 
how the apostles of “good will” to men are doing 
their master’s work. 2 ; 

Soup and religion are being dispensed at the 
Adelphi Mission. Thats a good deal better than 
“hell and damnation,” and is largely patronized by 
the free-lunch fiends, who heartily approve of this 
sort of evangelical work. 

Mamie Kearney’s mother protested in Judge Pren- 
dergast's court against her daughter being sentenced 
to the orphan asylum (Protestant) at Evanston, as 
she had been brought up in the Catholic faith. -She 
is said to be dissolute. The court thereupon pre- 
scribed a Catholic orphan asylum and announced that 
hereafter the question of religion would always be 
considered in this class of commitments. Does this 
justice think his function is to dispense denomina- 
tionalism? This is another phase of church and 
state government, and should be stopped. 

E. A. STEVENS.. 


—*9-$—9-— 
Still Ringing. 

T left Chicago on New Years, and hav been ringing 
my Liberty Bell nearly every night since. Jerusalem! 
What cold weather we hav had. I found my bed so . 
cold some nights that I could not sleep, and when I 
cannot sleep life is not worth the living. 

As you are well aware, I am a self-appointed mis- 
sionary for the state of Illinois, and if the work I 
hav been doing for the past six weeks is not of the 
most approved missionary pattern, I would like to 
know it. Thav given lectures where the people did 
not know what Liberalism meant—whether it was 
an animal or something good to eat. J hav lectured 
where I got nothing at all for my services. I gave 
two lectures to pretty fair-sized audiences, and re- 
ceived the sum of twenty-five cents. Oh, ye gods! 
think of it. At another place sixty-five cents was the 
gross receipts of the evening. I could mentiona few 
more instances of similar character. The man with 
the badge-pin will doubtless sympathize with me. 
Let us shake, brother. ; 

I would not hav the readers of Tum TRUTH SEEKER 
think that Illinois can entertain its Liberal mission- 
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, aries no better than the above instances would indi- 
. cate. Wehav met with some of thenoblest Liberal men 
and.women during our past six weeks’ campaign in this 
state that we hav ever had the pleasure of knowing. 


They hay entertained us kindly and made us happy, | 


and in most cases we found a warm bed and plenty 
to eat. E 
It is true, however, that in the filthy lucre business 
, the hard times hav prevented them from attempting to 
build up anything like a Vanderbilt fortune for me. 
And I can’t say that I was greatly disappointed. 
I think I hav sown the good seed broadcast, hav en- 
joyed myself; am fat, good-natured, and do not find 
any reason to complain of the Illinois Liberals. It 
is those other fellows, those who pretend to be Lib- 
erals, but who in reality are nothing. When I find a 
man who takes Tur Tnur& SxzxxEn, Jnvestigator, or 
-lge, I feel safe in tying up to him for my lecture 
arrangements. But à man who can, but won't, take 
à Liberal paper ought to—reform and take one. 
After my lecture at Cerro Gordo, a churchman 
jumped upon a chair to say something, and among 
the questions he propounded to me was, * What kind 
of people does Liberalism produce?” My friend, H. 


O. Gaston, answered promptly by striking his. hand | 


upon his breast and saying, * Here's one—pays a 
hundred cents on a dollar." 'The man of God step- 
ped down and out, utterly routed by the reply and 
deafening shouts of laughter and jeers of the crowd. 

No; Liberalism is not dead in this state, but it 
seems rather sleepy and needs: a revival. 

It seems to me that it would not be a bad idea to 
invest some of the funds now being contributed for 
the spread of Liberalideas to the work in this part 
of Liberaldom. Illinois is a proud state and won't 
stand a great deal of foolishness. 

Letters addressed to me at 302 State street, 
Chicago, Ill, wil! be promptly forwarded to me. 

Kinmundy, Lil. W. S. Bett. 

—— t$ $4 9— ————— — 
Thomas Paine. 

The works of Thomas Paine are being more care- 
fully read of late even by professed Liberalists than 
formerly. When speaking of Mr. Paine in truth, it 
begets a kind of exasperation at his detractors, the 
savage Vendu m that is ignorantly being made 
uponhis name. The organized orthodox priesthood we 
could be made to pardon, but for the pretended Lib- 
eralis& we hav no sympathy. In truth some of these 
assumed Freethinkers are just as bigoted as the 
veriest Methodist granny that ever screamed in a 
class meeting. 

-My aunt Phebe is one of this kind of Freethinkers 
or Materialists. She is a kind-hearted soul, and is 
overflowing with suggestions for the amelioration of 
suffering humanity. But she seems to overlook the 
fact that although the world is progressing, it is only 
progressing with her in one direction, and she starts 
from a very gross base line. She is a professed 
Atheist, and believes in individual annihilation, al- 
though she says “she would giv her last dollar could 
she be assured a continued existence.” My aunt 
Phebe is a brave heroin, and although the term 
Atheist has become obsolete since the invention of 
the term Agnostic, she still sticks to the old term. 
She is determined to die game. 

She is a great admirer of Thomas Paine—as what 
Freethinker is not? But she was completely dumb- 
founded when for the first time the following passage 
was shown for her observation from Paine’s “Age of 
Reason”—the first part—which, in fact, looks like an 
approximation toward Spiritualism: 

Any person who has made observations on the state and 
progress of the human mind by observing his own can but 
hav observed that there are ġoo distinet classes of what are 
called ‘‘ thoughts :” those that we produce in ourselvs by re- 
flection and the act of thinking, and those that bolt into the 
mind of their own accord. I hav always made. it a rule to 
ireat those voluntary visitors with civility, taking care to ex- 
amin as wellas I was able if they were worth entertaining; 


and it is from them that I hav acquired admost aii the knowl- 
edge that I hav. 2 


But I hav ever been charitable to old Aunt Phebe. 


In truth, the human mind has been likened to a | 


sponge; it is capable of absorbing just such. a 
quantity and quality of fluid and no more. But, as 
Mr. Paine remarks, we must not quarrel with nature. 


While on the subject of reform, is not Tue Tavra. 


SEEKER rather transcending its duties by assailing 
the natural instincts of our nature by endeavoring to 
squelch man's universal hopes of immortality? To 
expose the frauds of priesteraft in its ten thousand 
outcroppings is one thing, and meritorious; but to 
hold up to derision man's natural hopes seems to me 
both unwise and unjust. i D. Bruce. 

Brooklyn, E. D. 

P.S.—For one, I think your published cartoons, 
displaying the absurdities of the Bible, the grave sol- 
emnities of priestcraft, and the snaky encroachments 
of the Catholic church, hav an eloquence far superior, 

-for common thinkers, to the pages of cool logic. 
D. B. 


[We were not aware that Tue Truru Srexer had 
been endeavoring to “squelch man’s universal hopes 
of immortality.” When and where was it, Mr. 
Bruce *—E». T. 8.] 
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News and Notes. 


The following resolutions passed by the Albany 
Secular Society are a good record of its work for the 
past year: . 


At a meeting of the Albany Secular Society held Feb. 7, 
1886, the following resolutions were unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That the Albany Secular Society as an expression 
of gratitude tenders its thanks to the following-named ladies 
and gentlemen: To Mr J. J. McCabe, who delivered ten lect- 
ures; Professor Gunning, who delivered six; Mr. Joseph 
McDonough, five; Mr. Fero, five; Howard Williams, four; 
Mr. Wetmore, three ; Mr. Dederick, two; Mr. S. P. Putuam, 
two; Mr. Schell, one; Rev. Chas. P. McCarthy, one; Mrs. 
Tliohan, one; Miss H. H. Gardener, one; Mr. Alexander, 
one: Mr. Dodge, one; Mr. Jansen, one; Mr. Lynch. one; 
Professor Vaughn, one; Mr. Goodfellow, one; and to Messrs. 
W. H. Williams, Coleman, and Luck, who on four Sundays 
read interesting articles from Freethought publications; and 
to Messrs. McDonough, Dederick, Wetmore, Pangburn (died 
since), Dickson, Dugan, Luck, Van Wie, Jansen. and Mrs. 
Iliohan, who helped to make our meetings sources of pleas- 
ure and edification. After the New York State Freethinkers' 
Convention adjourned, which was held in our city last Sep- 
tember, many of. the Albany clergy took upon themselvs the 
task of criticising the work of the convention and the lect- 
ures delivered. thereat, one of them going so far as to attack 
the character and life-work of Voltaire, Bolingbroke, Hume, 
Rousseau, Paine, and others. The arguments advanced by 
these reverend gentlemen were fully and satisfactorily an- 
swered from our platform, and in the columns of the Albany 
newspapers (Press and Hapress) by Messrs. McCabe, McDon- 
ough, Schell, and Jansen. And be it further 

Resowed, That our thanks are due Mrs. Iliohan and Mr. 
Adam Strever for their labor in behalf of the Liberal Sunday- 
school; and to the Sunday-school scholars, whose recitations 
and vocal and instrumental music made our entertainments 
successful. We also take this opportunity to. tender our 
thanks to the newspaper press of the city for their many acts 
of kiadness during the past year. 

The foregoing has been drawn in accordance with report 
of secretary for the year 1885. C. H. Luck, Secretary. 


We hav quite interesting notes from the Hornells- 
ville Society, as stated by its activ secretary, Charles 
Couderman : i 

HonxELLsvILLE, N. Y., February 8, 1886. 

SAMUEL P. PurxAM, Dear Sir: Inclosed please find a copy 
of Hornellsville Liberal League constitution. Allow me to 
giv à short comment on the success of the undertaking. 

About two months ago I started out with a blank to secure 
names tostartan auxiliary League. I succeeded in receiving 
some fifteen signatures, with a corresponding amount of con- 
tributions. Success fell in our path, and we were given free 
use of a capacious room in a centrally located brick store, 
owned by J. D. Couderman, one of our members. As luck 
would hav it we pitched our tent next-door neighbor to a 
German church, separated only by a single partition. H 

We meet every Sunday evening the same time that thé 
Germans are engaging in their ceremonies, which comes 
handy, as you will observe farther on. 

I spared no pains in advertising it. in the town papers, 
stating the subject for consideration, and politely inviting the 
interested public to represent their respectiv sides. We hav 
by this mcans attracted considerable attention and a goodly 
supply of the public:every evening anxious to attend through 
curiosity or to eugage in the discussion. 

We hav received several new members, that swell our 
membership to about twenty. We hav lengthy and interest- 
ing considerations every Sunday evening, in which all seem 
to take pleasure iri pre-arranging their thoughts for the com- 
ing debates. Ithink I can safely say that our League is the 
most successful society organized in the city. 

I must mention a word about our music. As large gath- 
erings require music to put on a finish I brushed the dust off 
from the old violin, and started to make a musical crusade. 
We found that our membership roll contained some four mu- 
sicians, two violin, one flute, and one banjo player. We or- 
ganized and prepared to open the meetings right next to the 
reverend Dutchmen, who, through their solemn recitations 
indistinctly creeping through the wall, wonderfully aided the 
banjoist in his endeavors to keep a strong accompaniment. 
That we call our German accompaniment. 

We are to consider the church and state affair next meet- 
ing, when we expect something fine. 

Yours truly, CHARLES CoUDERMAN. 


The Pioneer Secular Union of Johnson, Wyoming 
Territory, has been organized: President, Gus. 
Hogan ; vice-president, Robert Stewart; treasurer, 
George Ohlman ; secretary, F. D. Hunt. 

The respect and power which the outspoken Free- 
thinker will in the end attain, is shown by this ex 
tract from the Medina county News. Judge Lewis 
has for years been an ardent friend and supporter of 


Colonel Ingersoll, and unflinching advocate of Liberal 
principles : 

The January term of the Court of Common Pleas of this 
county adjourned Monday, February ist, Judge Lewis pre- 
siding. It has been the longest term of court held in this 
county for many years, and a large amount of business has 
been disposed of. Judge Lewis is an able judge, and is 
growing rapidly in public esteem as an upright and fair 
jurist. His rulings are fair, his decisions prompt, and his 
jury charges are considered eminently fair by the members 
of the bar. Ý 


I hav just been reading Mrs. Slenker’s “Infidel 
School-Teacher,” and find it quite interesting, and a 
good book to distribute. Mers. Slenker always knew 
how to put her ideas, and in this book the school- 
teacher does not lack any of her power and vivacity. 
Mrs. Slenker appeals entirely to the reason, and her 
plain and convincing arguments are well adapted to 
any mind that is open to the truth. If there were 
more school-teachers like the one depicted by Mrs. 
Slenker, who hav knowledge and know how to im- 
part it, the education of the race would be much bet- 
ter than it now is. To show what nature really is, 
what our true relations and obligations are, and what 
we best can do should be the object of instruction, 
and we are glad that Mrs. Slenker has undertaken in 
her clear and vigorous style to point out some of the 
good things that can be done in this direction. - 

I shall begin my lecture tow next month with 
Pittsburgh and Chicago, and thence westward by way 
of Omaha and the Union Pacific Railroad to Salt 
Lake. Will not all Liberals on the line of this route 
make an effort for lectures in their vicinity, and in- 
form the secretary at once of what arrangements will 
be made. Sunday, the 21st, I speak before the Al- 
bany Secular Society on “ Church Taxation." 

SamurL. P. Putwam. 
———— — $49 ———— —— ——- 


Huxley and Gladstone. 


To tae Epitor or Tue Tnaurg SEEKER, Sirs I am 
greatly pleased to note in your last issue that you 
intend to bring out the discussion on the Mosaic cos- 
mogony by Gladstone, Huxley, Max Miiller, and Mrs. 
Linton in a pamphlet. This will be an excellent 
propagandist pamphlet to place in the hands of cer- 
tain “cultured” and educated people who could not 
be persuaded to read Tur TRUTH SEEKER, the Investi- 
gator, or any such papers. 

I beg to bespeak for the forthcoming brochure a 
very wide circulation in the Liberal constituency, and 
then, of course (and through them), outside of Lib- 
eraldom. Let every reader of Tur Trurs Srrcer be 
prepared to get one or more copies for circulation as 
soon as the pamphlet issues. The very names of 
these distingutshed writers—especially at this critical 
juncture of Gladstone's life—will certainly compel at- 
tention. Get out your pamphlet as soon as may be, 
and get it abroad. ALLEN PRINGLE. 

Selby, Ont., Feb. 10, 1886. 

oO tO —_—— 
Nothing but a Sunday-school Story. 

The often published story of the introduction of 
Thomas Paine by Benjamin Franklin to George 
Washington and Benjamin Rush in 1775, and the 
startling announcement made by Paine that “America 
must be independent of England,” has no shadow of | 
foundation. It was invented by a writer of romances. 
Paine surprised Franklin with his publication of 
“Common Sense.” Burr. 


—9-$—— 
Remsburg and the Clergy. 

Tig more liberal clergymen of Kausas, recognizing in or- 
thodoxy the enemy not of Freethought merely, but of liberal 
Christianity as well, hav accorded J. E. Remsburg a hearty 
support this winter. -Rev. C. H. Rogers, Universalist, of 
Seneca, and editor of Our Mission, denominates his lecture 
on ‘‘Sabbath-Breaking” ‘‘clear-cut logic." Referring to his 
book on ‘‘Sabbath-Breaking,” he says: ‘I think it is timely 
and important, especially at this time when the wretched 
farce of ‘God in the Constitution’ is being enacted." Rev. 
P. W. Hull, Christian, of Concordia, and an old friend of Mr. 
Remsburg's, was largely: instrumental in bringing him to 
Concordia to lecture on * Bible Morals.” After hearing the 
lecture he said: ‘‘You are doing a good and needed work, 
and I wish you Godspeed.” The Rev. F. S. Gibbs, pastor of 
the Universalist church of Delphos, tendered Mr. Remsburg 
his pulpit for the delivery of ‘‘ Bible Morals” and ‘‘ False 
Claims.” He presided at the meetings, and heartily indorsed 
the lectures. ‘‘ Bible Morals” he pronounced ‘‘a fair, honest, 
and lucid exposition of the subject.” With “ False Claims” 
he was particularly delighted, the more espicially becausc 
the most bigoted orthodox minister of the town, with a por- 
tion of -nis flock, had been inveigled into the church. The 
Rev. Father Bishop, the oldest Universalist clergyman of 


H PR 
Kansas, also commended ‘‘False Claims," corroboratii:z 
many of the charges made against the church. 


———————— 9 9—————————À 
Good Lord! Good Devil! 

Cherry Bob, of San Antonio, the proprietor of a saloon, is 
moved by the announcement that Messrs. Moody and Sankey 
are to visit that city to publish the following card: ‘‘ Editor 
San Antonio Light: Fellow saloon-men! Now tnat Moody 
and Sankey are expected to visit us, would it not be advisa- 
ble to get the inside track of them by closing our establish- 
ments on Sunday and keep sacred the Sabbath? Fellow 
saloon-men! let us close our doors on the Sabbath; let us 
keep sacred the seventh day; we will lose nothing by it, but 
would be held higher in the estimation of our fellow citizens 
and receive the credit of the outside world." 
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Communications. 


What is Money? 
In Tus Truru Serxer of January 9th, “J. D." says: 


The advocates of unlimited silver money, like the paper in- 
flationists, think that by adding to the amount of the cur- 
rency you increase the wealth of the country. They cannot 
see that the currency of a country is merely the representativ 
of its wealth. If you double the amount of currency, either 
with paper or cheap silver, or any other metal, you mercly 
double the amount necessary to represent a certain amount 
of real wealth. Your currency ouly represents half as much ; 
the real wealth, the produce of thé soil and necessities of 
life, is not changed in value. It is the representativ that is 
changed, and it takes two dollars instead of one to buy the 
same article. f . 

We know and agree to this, that it is true; logic- 
ally, therefore, the money-kings, banks, all those who 
hav money hoarded, and bond-holders, object to coin- 
ing more silver, as it will reduce the value of their 
wealth, but a plethora of currency is for the interest of 
all classes except the rich. “J. D.” ought to read 
Senator Beck's speech on the silver question and the 
Congressional debates going on now. On all the 
greenbacks is printed, “ This note is a legal tender at 
its face value for all debts, publie and private, except 
duties on imports and interest on the publie debt." 
All bonds were bought with this money, then worth 
in gold about forty to sixty cents a dollar, and it was 
then understood, as the great commoner, the late 
Thad. Stevens, asserted, that they were to be ‘paid 
again in it; but after the war the powerful influence 
of the banks and money kings brought to bear on 
Congress changed the contract, and a law was passed, 
in the interest of this class, that the bonds shall be 
paid fo coin, in standard money, gold and silver. 
Then the present silver dollar was standard money of 
112 grains. Had the administration, especially the 
secretary of the treasury, done its duty according to 
law, all bonds would hav been paid in gold and sil- 
ver; and if the interest of the people had been at 
heart, instead of that of the banks and money kings, 
the secretary of the treasury would hav called in all 
the bonds due that he was able to pay for with gold 
and silver, instead of burying such an immense sum 
for years and years for the people to pay interest of 
millions of dollars on. No honest man with debt acts 
like this. 

The tariff is a protection to the manufacturer, but 
to say that it is in the interest of the laborer is sim- 
ply a delusion, as the laborer has to contend against 
free trade in labor. 

The rich and strong are protected, and the poor 
and weak are down-trodden. When will it change? 


When? Then, again, tariff is an obstruction to prog-, 


ress, for it is a hindrance to reach a common brother- 
hood. If a nation discriminates and obstructs the 
commerce against other nations, it is only natural 
that they will retaliate, and in the long run all lose. 
Therefore am I for progress. | Frep. Kozzrx. 


“J. D.” IN REPLY TO MR. MAGIE. 


J. K. Magie, in answer to J. D., who says the infla- 
tion of the currency makes it of less value, says, *In 
other words, if all the currency of the country was 
destroyed but one dollar, that dollar would buy all 
the property in the country." He forgets that 
in that case we should hav no circulating medium and 
would be. thrown back on barter pure and simple. I 
hav read somewhere of a supposititious case of a large 
number of people being placed on a hitherto uninhab- 
ited island, and they concluded they must hav a cu- 
culating medium or representativ of value to help in 
the exchange of commodities, but had neither gold 
nor silver on the island. But there was a limited 
amount of cockle shells. They decided to use them 
as money. All went on smoothly enough till a few 
fellows who did not like to work, loafing around the 
island, came across a cave that was full of cockle 
‘shells. They kept the secret to themselvs and com- 
menced paying good prices for every commodity in 
the market, and the workers were well pleased to get 
Such a good price for their product, till finally every- 
thing of value was in the hands of the sharpers, who 
reveled in their wealth while the masses were literally 
starving. Then the sharpers raised the price of every- 
thing enormously till they had the bulk of the cockle 
shells back in their cave, and nine-tenths of the prop- 
erty still in their own hands, and still gathered into 
their barns nine-tenths of the productions of the 
laboring masses, a8 long as they were fools enough to 
take cockle shells for money. This seems to me about 
the way the silver kings are managing at the present 
time.’ 

The intrinsic value of anything is represented by 
the amount of labor employed in the production of it 
and its usefulness, and as long as gold is scarcer and 
harder to get, it will be more valuable than silver and 
less fluctuating in price; and the great necessity in a 
representativ of values as a circulating medium is 
stability, therefore gold is the more desirable medium 
of exchange. For small amounts silver is, because of 
its bulk, better than gold, as fractions of a dollar in 
gold are too small for convenience. The United 
States government issued but a very small amount of 


silver dollars until: the few men who hav gobbled up namiters; a faith, a hope, a superstition, handed 


the silver mines by gambling and other means had 
made themselvs a power in the country and bought 
themselvs senatorships and places in the House of 
Representativs by their silver cockle shells. 

J.. K. Magie again quotes: “ We put ona tariff that 
shuts ourselvs out of foreign markets, and then use a 
cheap currency that admits foreign goods practically 
with little duty, and this we call statesmanship ;” and 
adds, “ We put no tariff on exportation.” We know 
that, but we do what practically is the same’ thing; 
we put a tariff on everything the manufacturer uses, 
so that it is impossible to compete in foreign markets 
with other nations that get all their raw material free, 
and thus confine him entirely to the home market, 
which by our improved machinery is soon overstocked, 
which causes the competition to be so great that, with 
all the duties which the consumer has.to pay, it ruins 
the manufacturer and sucks the blood out of the farmer 
and producer. He says, “Suppose the gold is driven 
out of the country, don’t we get value received for 
it?” I answer, No; we pay the foreigner in gold or 
its equivalent in his own country, and he pays us for 
what he gets in the currency we hav made a legal 
tender among ourselvs—cockle shells, or silver-coin, 
worth now a fraction less than eighty cents. J.D. 


* EDGEWORTH " IN REPLY TO J. H. WOOD. 

A political Aladdin, in resting from your labor, 
your imagination, under the same sort of reaction 
from the facts which spreads sumptuous banquets in 
the dreams of starving men, assumes the helm of that 
power to which it is enslaved, and, wielding the bal- 
lot-as a talisman, creates money by fiat. “Much, as 
easy as little, since it is but the cost of the paper, and 
this prevents the capital of faith from rusting by in- 
action. I know not that somnambulists fatten on the 
feasts which the magnetizer evokes by a similar fiat, 
but I would not depreciate the pleasures of illusion. 

Social illusions, besides, may be realities for indi- 
viduals. Many real fortunes were made by adroit 
speculation on the rise and fall of stocks during that 
greenback or fiat money period which Mr. Wood 
fondly caresses in his memory. During a flush of 
currency the business mind is excited, capital flows 
out more freely into enterprise, more labor. is em- 
ployed, and, as to wages, it must be the fault of con-. 
tract if their sum does not rise to more than com- 
pensate for their lesser purchasing power: These 
temporary phenomena own a moral force distinct 
from the material basis of the currency; they will be 
the same whether this is flushed by an immigration 
of capital, or by the discovery of treasures, or by 
fiatism. The difference between these motivs of ac- 
tivity is felt at ulterior periods, when collapse and 
bankruptcy reveal the spurious. Labor less em- 
ployed, reductiv competition among laborers, then 
determins fall in wages. Fluctuations of currency for 
a people isolated from the rest of the world would be 
chiefly injurious by the advantage they giv to the 
genius of speculation over honest effort, and by the 
ill-considered rush into enterprises that will come to 
grief, like parallel railroads, sinking capital, not only 
that of money, but of labor unproductivly employed. 
In our actual conditions of commercial intercourse, 
the embarrassment, during collapse, is increased by 
the fact that while shin-plasters sufficed for our home 
circulation, our specie drifts off to foreign faithless 
markets, those of Europe especially, which need less 
of what we produce, and which supply us with lux- 
uries. 

Is a fiat currency without other basis than faith on 
the part of its receivers? That depends on the 
nature of its investments, on the continuance of the 
‘government that issues it, and on taxation which may 
liquidate it. ; 

When the Confederate government first issued fiat 
money, one of my neighbors had recently purchased 
a farm on terms of credit. He was making his first 
crop onit.. The armies, consuming, destroying, and 
not producing, increased the demand for this pro-. 
duce. By the sale of his supplies then, the first 
season, the purchaser paid for the farm with money 
not at par with specie, and which soon became worth- 
less. Had the Confederacy succeeded it might hav 
saddled upon labor the liquidation of this fiat money, 
received back as taxes, then destroyed. The transac- 
tion just mentioned illustrates the advantage to 
debtors of flushing the currency; but to what 
debtors? Not to those who owe abroad. The 
national war debt, whose burden of interest is crush- 
ing us, is largely owned abroad, its contract calls for 
specie, fiat money here is repudiation, only in a 
sneaking way. I favor repudiation, but openly, 
squarely, on the ground that all war debts, like 
gambling debts, ought to be forfeited. To lend a 
people funds for the purpose of injuring a neighbor 
people is as bad as to put weapons in the hands of a 
maniac or of a hired assassin. Besides, were the 
debt an honorable one, it has already been paid and 
overpaid by instalments of interest, the continuance 
of which is the establishment of economic slavery. 

After just critical reflection upon war debts as well 
as upon our “ national banks,” Mr. Wood speaks of a 


“remedy proposed by Socialistic, Communistie dy- 


down from ancient dreamers.” DEN 

This is unintelligible, as the class of Socialists 
mentioned propose no other remedy than simple re- 
pudiation of the debt. This is implied at least in the: 
evolution at once political and economie by which the : 
beatified proletary is to be lifted into the state sad- ` 
dle; but I speak of the matter as an outsider. . 

Farther on, Mr. Wood, who shows a laudable ani- 
mosity against the great blood-sucker, interest, makes 
the strange acctisation against me of “ proposing that 
all go into the banking business, and all speculate on 
each others necessities, which is just as sensible as 
the idea of cooperation.” 

Well, it is difficult to'imagin anything more sensi- 
ble than coóperation, provided its aims, like that of 
the Labor and Produce Exchange Bank which I ad- 
vocate, are to secure to labor the fruit of its earnings. 


In exchanging labor or values we necessarily do 


speculate on each other's necessities, but in a manner 
that is mutually beneficial. While accepting the 
words in their true sense, I can but regret with Mr. 
Wood that a sinister meaning has been imparted to 
them by the actual system of exploiting labor, of 
cheating in trade, and everywhere seeking self-inter- 
est at the. neighbor’s expense. “Let the galled jade 
wince, our withers are unwrung.” 

Between Mr. Wood and myself, or the Anarchists 
who repudiate Communism, the points of, agreement 
are: . 

1. The annulment of the war debt. 

2. The abolition of usury. ' 

3. The abundance of a currency without intrinsic 
value. . 

The difference between us regards the means of at- 
taining these ends. We probably agree that the 
third is necessary to the second, and would facilitate ' 
the first, but Mr. Wood must hav a Deus ea machina, 
a power above economic society, while I expect the 
desired result from the organization of spontaneous 
activities of commerce liberated by removal of the 
incubus called government, a God created by man- 
ipulation of the ballot-box to replace in providential- 
ism the dethroned Jehovah. 

“Let there be. light, and there was light." Let 
there be money, and money shall abound. Let: all’ 
that requires thought, plan, wisdom, combination, be 
done. for that baby, the people, retaining it in passiv- 
ness, in heedlessness, in obedience to authority, lest 
from thought it should pass to action, and refuse to 
be taxed for the support of parasites. The idea of 
representing one’s property on paper at one’s own 
discretion! Why, that it is horrifying. You might 
as well expect us to talk in Alwato. Yet that is suf- 
ficient not only to make money plentiful, but to giv 
it the soundest of natural bases. 

Mr. Wood and many others who cling to the for- 
lorn hope of radical reforms by the instrumentality 
of the ballot, subjectivly attribute to us, whom I 
may designate as the constructiv school of Anarch- 
ists, or simply as the party of personal liberty, dis- 
abilities analogous to those which they experience. 
I mean of obtaining the consent of the whole nation, 
or even of a majority duly expressed through repre- 
sentativs. They are completely in error, but I grant 
that this error may hav been countenanced by 
Messrs. Tucker and Appleton in repudiating segre- 
gativ action, by which, and only by which, as I con- 
ceive, our ideas can receive a limited and colonial, but 
sufficient, illustration. 

‘Practical earnestness can adapt itself to circum- 
stances; it needs no futil bravado in refusing to pay 
taxes, and does not experience the absolute necessity 
of blowing up the capitol. Itis not even necessary 
to be an Anarchist in principle, or to understand any- 
thing beyond one’s immediate interests, in order to 
cooperate activly with our self-regulating finance, of 


which a protectiv union store will afford the initial in- 


stitution, carrying out the original conception of Jo- 
siah Warren, with industries sufficiently varied. It is 
probable that a collateral illustration may be afforded 
by the autonomy of Sinaloa, and this quite uncon- 
sciously. * EpczwonTH. 
to — ———— 


Why New York's Taxes Are High. | 


À very important report was received by the New 
York legislature on Monday of last week. The re- 
port was in response to a resolution passed three 
weeks ago at the suggestion of Mr. Van Allen, call- 
ing for a full statement from the New York tax com- 
missioners of the real estate exempt from taxation in 
New York city. i 

By this statement it appears that in the First 
ward $20,201,500 of real estate is exempt. Included 
in this amount is the Trinity church property, St. 
Peters School, the Custom House, Sub-Treasury, 
and the piers and bulkheads along both rivers which 
belong to the city. The assessed value of the Trin- 
ity church property is $3,750,000, St. Peter's School, 
$80,000, and the government property, $4,200,000. 

In the Second ward $958,000 of real estate is ex- 
empt, all of which is city property, with the excep- 
tion of a Methodist church in John street, valued at 
$30,000, and land owned by the Roosevelt Hospital. 

In the Third ward $3,487,000 is exempt. The 
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.' most, of this is city property. St. Pauls church, 
. valued at $1,750,00,*is exempt in this ward, as well 


as St. Peter's in Barclay street, valued at $215,000. 
The total amount of exemptions in the Fourth 

Ward is $6,058,000. Among the land outside of city 

property exempt are that of the Roosevelt Hospital, 


- $60,000; St. James's church, New Bowery and James 


street, $156,000; Madison Street church, $50,000; 


. Baptist church, on Oliver street, $75,000; Episcopal 


church Mission, Pearl street, $15,000; Howard. Mis- 


. Sion, $50,000; Children's Aid Society, $10,000; Jew- 


ish Cemetery, $20,000; News Boys’ Lodging House, 
$40,000; Brooklyn Bridge, $5,000,000. ea 

In the Fifth ward $2,122,000 of real estate is ex- 
empt outside of éity property, among which are the 
following: Baptist church, Varick street, $50,000; 
St. John’s Episcopal church, $200,000; and New 


‘York City Mission, $5,000. The city property in- 
-~ cludes the Chambers Street Hospital, two schools, 


one public park, an engin-house and some two dozen 
piers and bulkheads. 

In the Sixth ward $32,265,000 of real estate is ex- 
empt from taxation. Among the exemptions are: 
New York Dispensary, $50,000; church of the Trans- 
figuration and school, $70,000; Roosevelt Hospital, 
$20,000; Five Points Mission, $75,000; Children’s 
Aid Society, $50,000; House of Industry, $20,000; 


St. Matthew's church, $145,000; the Post Office, 


$9,000,000. The old State Arsenal, corner of Elm 
and White, is among the exemptions. Among the 
city property are the Tombs, four schools, the new 


"Court House, City Hall, and Register's Office. 


In the Seventh ward $1,504,000 of real estate is 
exempt. Among the exemptions in this ward are 


- the Catholic Institute, $50,000; Lutheran church, 


Monroe street, $15,000; Sailors’ Home, Cherry street, 
$200,000; Reformed church, $8,000; St. Theresa 
Academy, $35,000; Baptist church, Gouverneur 
street, $25,000; All Souls’ church, Scammel street, 
$300,000; Olive Baptist church, $30,000; Hebrew 


Free School, $12,000; Sisters of Charity, $24,000; 


Childr-n’s Aid Sociéty, $25,000; St. Theresa’s church 
and School, $130,000. : 

In the Eighth Ward $13,846,000 of real estate is 
exempt. Among the exemptions are the German 
Catholic church, $150,000, and the Methodist church 
$35,000. 

Real estate is exempt in the Ninth ward to the 


amount of $8,217,660. The prominent exemptions | 


are: St. Joseph's church, Sixth avenue, $75,000; St. 


. Vincent's Hospital, $145,000; Gansevoort Market, 


$275,000; Jefferson Market, $800,000; St. Luke's 
Cemetery, $56,000. A large number of city piers 
and bulkheads are also exempt in this ward. 

In the Tenth ward, $1,188,000 is the amount ex- 
empted. Among the exemptions are the Methodist 
church on Allen street, $75.000; Ludlow street Jail, 
$150,000; Essex Market $200,000, and Livingstone 
street Synagog, $75,000. 

Real estate valued at $1,864,500 is exempt in the 
Eleventh ward. The exemptions include Roman 
Catholic church on Stanton street, $100,000 ; Roose- 
velt Hospital, Houston street. $87,000; St. Bridget’s 
Catholie church and property, $75,000; Children's 
Aid Society, $65,000, and St. Francis’s Hospital, 
$240,000. © 

In the Twelfth ward $42,300,800 is the total 
amount of property exempt. Included in this large 
sum are St. Joseph's Asylum and School, $225,000; 
Grace Episcopal church, $125,000; St. Cecilia’s 
Roman Catholic church, $50,000; St. Andrew’s 
church, $85,000; Magdalen Asylum, $75,000; All 
Saints’ Roman Catholic church, $224,000; Academy 
of the Sacred Heart, $774,000; Home for Aged Fe- 
males, $100,000; Leake and Watts Orphan Asylum, 


$450,000; Trinity Cemetery, $225,000, and New. 


York Juvenile Asylum, $200,000. 

The total amount of property exempt in the Thir- 
teenth ward is $1,051,000. Included in this is a 
Baptist church in Suffolk street, $75,000, and St. 
Mary’s Catholic church, $14,000. 

In the Fourteenth ward $925,500 is the amount of 
real estate exempt. Roosevelt Hospital has $224-, 
000 ; Tract Society, $45,000, and the old St. Patrick's 
cathedral at $160,000 are among the exemptions. 

In the Fifteenth ward, $3,848,000 of real estate is 
exempted. This includes the Astor Library, $150,- 
000; St. Joseph's Home, $100,000; Clinton Hall, 
Eighth street, $125,000; Grace church, $350,000, and 
Presbyterian church, Fifth avenue, $175,000. . 

A total of $2,344,500 is exempted in the Sixteenth 
ward. Included are, the Sisters of Charity, Fifteenth 
street, $104,200; St. Peter’s church, Twentieth street, 
$125,000, and colored church and school in Twenty- 


' fifth street, $75,000. 


, In the Seventeenth ward $6,287,500 of real estate 
is exempt. The following are included: St. Augus- 
tines church, Houston street, $150,000; Marble 
Cemetery on Second street, $100,000; German 
Roman Catholic school, Second street, $150,000; 


' Roman Catholic Cemetery in Eleventh street, $200,- 


000; Grace church chapel, $60,000; Cooper Insti- 
tute, $800,000. - 

In the Highteenth ward $19,350,000 is the amount 
exempted. Among the exemptions are the following: 


Masonic Hall, Sixth avenue and Twenty-third street, 
$600,000; Academy of Design, $275,000; Young 
Men’s. Christian Association, $600,000; Fourth 
Avenue Presbyterian church, $300,000; Calvary 
church, $300,000; St. George’s church, $300,000; 
Society of Friends, $500,000; Presbyterian church, 
$200,000; Young Women’s Christian Association, 
$200,000; College of St. Francis Xavier, $550,000; 
Episcopal church, $100,000; . Jewish Synagog, 
$275,000; Holy Trinity church, $130,000; Free 
Academy, $200,000; Trinity chapel and school. 
$275,000. 

. Property worth $55,163,500 is exempt in the 
Nineteenth ward. Among the exemptions are the 
Colored Home and Asylum, $200,000; Hospital for 
Ruptured, $160,000; New York State Woman's Hos- 
pital, $450,000; Hebrew Synagog, $200,000; St. 
Vincent Ferrers church and school, $300,000; Seventh 
Regiment Armory, $650,000; Mount Sinai Hospital, 
$276,000; Foundling Hospital, $600,000; German 
Hospital, $300,000; Holy Trinity Dispensary, $40,- 


000; St. Bartholomew’s church, $350,000; Columbia 


College, $750,000; Orphan Asylum, Fifth avenue 
and Fifty-second street, $1,200,000; Lenox Library, 
$750,000; Roman Catholic cathedral, $2,000,000; 
St. Luke’s Hospital, $120,000. 

In the Twentieth ward $57,815,000 is exempt. 
Among the property is that of the German Catholic 
church, $250,000.; School of St. Michael's, $550,000 ; 
Protestant Episcopal church, St. Chrysostom, $170,- 
000; Institution for the Blind, $150,000. : 

In the Twenty-first ward $8,548,000 is exempted. 
Among the property exempt is St. Stephen's Roman 


.Catholie church, $350,000; Protestant Episcopal 


church, Transfiguration, $250,000, and First Baptist 
church, $400,000. í 

In the Twenty-second ward, $41,426,000 is ex- 
empt. The following are among the exemptions: 
Calvary church, $250,000; Central Presbyterian 
church, $150,000; School and church of Holy Cross, 
$175,000; Roosevelt Hospital, $600,000; Church `of 
St. Paul the Apostle, $500,000; New York Orphan 
Asylum, $300,000, and House of Mercy, $150,000. 

In the Twenty-third ward $1,458,000 is the amount 
exempted. The principal item in this ward is New 
York city. property. The North Brothers’ Island, 
$150,000 ; Ursuline Convent and Academy, $90,000; 
and a Dutch Reformed church, $800,000. 

In the Twenty-fourth ward, $2,496,300 of real 
estate is exempt from taxation. Among the property 
exempt is Home for Incurables, $150,000 ; Sisters of 
Charity, $800,000; Woodlawn Cemetery, $600,000; 
St. John’s College, $400,000. 

GRAND TOTAL OF EXEMPTIONS. 

The total amount of the exemptions for the twenty- 
four wards is $277,619,160, classified as- follows: 
City property, $188,136,730; United States property, 
$13,350,000; church property, $42,137,500, and 
miscellaneous property, $33,994,930. 

The report is signed by Commissioners Coleman, 
Donnelly, and Feitner. 


The Cause in Toronto. 

Mr. Watts lectured on Sunday evening, January 
94th; subject, “The French Revolution,” and con- 
sidering the state of the weather he had a large 
audience. Snow had fallen during the day and 
night before to the depth of about eighteen inches, 
and was still falling; the churches were nearly all 
empty (so the papers said next day), and yet the 
body of the large Temperance Hall was well filled to 
hear Mr. Watts deliver his last lecture of the present 
course. These Sunday lectures seem to be growing 
in public favor, if increasing numbers in attendance 
are any indication, but being debarred by law from 
charging an admission, and being obliged to depend 
upon collections, which, as a rule, barely pay for hall 
and advertising, there is consequently a heavy drain 
upon the pockets of the members. However, it is 
expected that this difficulty will be partly obviated 
by the society having taken new rooms where they 
will hav a lecture hall of their own capable of seating 
four hundred people, and where there will probably 
be an income from sub-renting. 

A great moral wave has set in here. Three weeks 
ago we had an exciting and in some respects a rather 
remarkable municipal election ; it was in fact a con- 
test as regards the mayorality, between common 
sense and fanaticism, between the business men and 
the ministerial association, aided by the teetotalers 
and the Salvation Army, and the goody-goody party 
came out on top by a large majority. We are now 
expecting a revival of the old Connecticut blue 
laws. The successful candidate has gone in for 
wholesale reform; everything is to be regulated 
with a view to making Toronto (as he puts it) “ the 
most God-fearing city on this continent.” The Sun- 
day laws and the liquor laws are to be strictly en- 
forced. The newsboys and bootblacks, the cigar 
stores and eating-houses, the skating rinks and pea- 
nut stands, are all to be licensed and inspected at 
stated intervals, and—angels and ministers of grace 
de fendus!—the aldermanic council is to be opened at 
every session with prayer. Speaking of Sunday 
laws, if Brother Reynolds is pining for martyrdom, 


tell him to come here next summer and set up his 
tent, and Tll wager that he gets not less than six. 
months. 

“Betcher life,” this is to be the model city of the 
universe. No street cars on Sunday. Oh, no! Mr. 
Howland says “the Sawbath will not be desecrated 
in that way” while he is in office. He says in one 
of his campaign speeches: “I am a Christian ; elect 
me and hav your Sunday kept holy. We hav seen 
the result of running street cars on Sunday in Chi- 
cago, and we will soon see the result of their running 
in Hamilton” (he don’t say what the results were or. 
will be). Again he says: “Toronto is the most law- 
abiding and God-fearing city in Canada, and I would 
rather hav it so than to hav it the most prosperous 
city in the world;” and he told his admiring audience. 
in the next breath that “the city government had ` 
been run for the last few years by bummers, heelers, 
and scalawags.” To an inquiring mind the question 
might here occur: If the city has become the most 
law-abiding, God-fearing, etc., under the rule of bum- 
mers, heelers, etc., why change things? Why not 
let them keep on running it? If his honor's exec- 
utiv ability is no better than his logic, may the fates 
defend us through his administration. 

To show how consistent those Christians are, it 
may not be out of place to state that the election 
took place on Monday, and that this gentleman who 
is so anxious to avoid Sabbath desecration allowed 
his election committee to organize their forces and 
arrange their Monday’s work adi day Sunday. They 
also distributed some thousands of dodgers among 
the churches, and to people going to and coming 
from church, calling upon them to support their can- 
didate. 

Had the other side resorted to such means it would 
hav been very wrong—shocking, in fact; but this 
was done in a good cause, and the end justified the 
means. Let us pray. 

Secularism in Toronto is by no means a bed of 
roses to its adherents. Only a few months ago a 
member of the Toronto scciety was expelled from a 
Masonic lodge on a charge of being a Secularist and 
an Agnostic. Nothing else could be brought against, 
him. Even the Toronto Freemason, a paper which has 
shamefully abused him throughout the whole affair, 
was compelled to admit in its last issue that “the 
gentleman is a good citizen, and respected by all who 
know him.” You may hear more of this case in the 
near future. 

` And now two other members of the Secular So- 
ciety, Messrs. Charles Hicks and George Beals, hav — 
been thrown out of employment, dismissed from their 
-situations in the dead of winter without a moment's 
notice, for no other reason than their being members 
of that body. Their late employer admitted that he 
had no other fault to find with them, but, with a heart 


so filled with the love of God that it contains no par- 
ticle of the milk of human kindness, he refused even 
to giv them a recommendation to another place. 

Both of these gentlemen were depending on their 
weekly salary for their support, with,in the case of Mr. 
Beals, a wife and family to provide for. My. Hicks 
had served the “ house" in which he was employed 
faithfully for six years, and had every reason to ex- 
pect better treatment, but faithful servitude must 
sink before a sense of religious duty. The city is in. 
the hands and under the control of religious bigotry, 
and we cannot tell whose turn will come next. 

Here is à sample of what the Toronto people may 
expect during the next' twelve months: The Rev. 
Johnson Vicars, who is one of a number of clergymen 
who claim exemption from just taxation because they 
are clergymen, has presented a little bill to the city 
council for damages on account of a defectiv drain. 
For cool “cheek” this takes the whole bakery. Here 
are a few of the items: “To use of means at present 
and in future for eradicating the malarial poison from 


our constitutions and restoring us to health, $300.” 
“For loss occasioned to the London Jews’ Society 
through being unable to preach, $150." And, “ for 
loss of time whilst urging the corporation to grant. 
compensation, $25.” And so on, to the amount of 
several hundred dollars. This is not a joke, but 
Punch in all its glory never contained anything more 
funny. They hav their innings, and evidently mean 
to “make hay while the sun shines” on the get-all 
and pay-nothing principle. “And they did spoil the 
Egyptians.” Toronto. 


—29-$—— 
Is Professor Sumner a Heretic? 

The Nes York Sun thinks that the social teachings of 
Professor Sumner, of Yale, are strongly Atheistic, and asks, 
* Can he be anything else thau an Agnostic?” His lectures 
to the students, the Swn says, are directly at variance with 
the theories of theology and the whole spirit of Christianity, 
for he teaches flatly and with cruel emphasis that the sci- 
entific doctrin of the survival of the fittest should be applied ' 
to human society with all its logical consequeuces. The 
weakest must go to the wall, says Proféssor Sunmer, and the 
strongest must succeed among men as among beasts. The 
sentimental view of social questions he laughs at as unworthy 
of sensible and educated men, who, according to his notion, 
should watch without a quiver the progress of the struggle 
which is “hurrying on the survival of the fittest.” 
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A Great Injustice. 

The Christian residents in Turkey are suffering 
under Oriental tyranny and injustice, and it will not 
be surprising if President Cleveland is asked to send 
-some ironclads up the Bosphorus. 

. The grievance of the Christians is the recent mod- 
ification by the Porte of the law of blasphemy. This 
law has hitherto been one of the most important 
of the code for those who hav to bring their 
wits to bear in overthrowing an adversary. When- 
ever a man had a quarrel and encountered difficulties 
of fact in getting the law after his enemy, it has been 
customary to charge him with blasphemy. If two 
witnesses would testify that the culprit used blas- 
phemy, the matter passed at once out of the domain 
of the ordinary courts and became a state cause, 
which needed no trial, but in which the Sublime 
Porte itself had the decision of the length of time 
that the blasphemer must expiate his fault in prison. 
The privilege of thus punishing an antagonist in a 
losing cause has hitherto been enjoyed by all classes 
alike, and God and Allah were both secure against 
the evil tongues of the community. 

But a change has come over the Porte. Recently 
a Turk was charged with blaspheming God, and the 
case went to that sublime body for adjudication. To 
the horror of the worshipers of God the Porte decided 
that to blaspheme God is not blasphemy, but only a 
looseness of language, and issued orders that here- 
after no one shall be held to be guilty of blasphemy 
unless he shall hav blasphemed the name of the 
Prophet Mohammed. The Christians of the empire 
regard this as an unfair regulation. No Moslem is 
likely to insult the name of his own prophet, while 
missionaries engaged in converting the Turks are al- 


most certain to refer in terms of derision to Allah 


and his prophet, Mohammed. This new interpreta- 


tion of the law, therefore, is expected to bear heavily 


upon the Christians, who are deprived of the right to 
abuse the Moslém God, while the ribald heathen 
can scoff at Jehovah to his heart’s content. 

Certainly it is too bad. Perhaps, however, the 
Porte only meant to show how true is Colonel Inger- 


soll’s statement that blasphemy is but a question of 


geography. 
The New Book. 


Since we announced in Tue Trutsa SEEKER of Feb- 
ruary 6th a new book, “ The Order of Creation: The 


Conflict Between Genesis and Geology,” being a dis- 


cussion in the Nineteenth Century between W. E. 


Gladstone, T. H. Huxley, Max Müller, and a paper 


in the Gentleman's Magazine by Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 
ton, the controversy has grown considerably, and the 
book has grown with it. So has the price. In the 
January number of the Nineteenth Century Mr. 
Gladstone replied to Mr. Huxley's reply, M. Réville 
to Mr. Gladstone, and in the February number Mr. 
Huxley closes the discussion. The addition of these 
three long papers will swell our reprint to a hand- 
some 12mo book of nearly two hundred pages, the 
price of which will hav to be 50 cents in paper covers, 
and 75 cents in cloth. The chapters of the book are: 
“The Dawn of Creation and of Worship,” by W. E. 
Gladstone; * The Interpreters of Genesis and the 
Interpreters of Nature," by Professor Huxley ; * Post- 
script to Solar Myths," by Max Müller; *Proem to 
Genesis," by W. E. Gladstone; * Dawn of Creation: 
An Answer to Mr. Gladstone," by M. Réville; “Mr. 
Gladstone and Genesis,” by Professor Huxley; “A 
Protest and a Plea,” by Mrs, E. Lynn Linton. 

This is by considerable the biggest discussion with 
which the Christian legend has been honored, and the 
conclusion is eminently satisfactory to truth seekers. 
The book will be out about March first, and those 
who earliest favor us with their orders will be earliest 
served. 


— e 
The Plain Way Out of It. 
The legislature at Albany is still in trouble about 
the “Freedom of Worship bill,” or rather its ghost, 


'| for itis stated that it will not be introduced this ses- 


sion. It lies in abeyance to await a more favorable 
time. The snake is simply scotched. However, an 
attack was made upon the appropriation for the 
House of Refuge, on the ground that it did not giv 
sufficient “freedom of worship.” The attack was 
vigorously opposed, and some very good Secular 
principles advanced. One speaker declared, “If this 
body is not here to enact laws for the body politic, 
but to pander to sectarian prejudice, the sooner it 
adjourns sine die and disperses the better.” To this 
we Say amen. H 

Right here would hav been a fine opportunity, 
had any member of the assembly been sufficiently 
wise, and bold enough, to suggest a way out of all 
these religious difficulties which still continue to 
haunt our legislation—namely, that there shall be no 
appropriations of money from the public treasury for 
the support of any institutions founded and managed 
chiefly by sectarian denominations. Politicians do 
not seem to realize that so long 'as such appropria- 
tions are made there is a practical union of church 
and state. As the matter now stands there are relig- 
ious services at the House of Refuge. It is not a 
thoroughly secular institution. The juvenil Protest- 
ant criminal can be sent there, and hav the benefit 
of his religion in full, but the Catholic cannot—he 
cannot hav the benefit of mass. It seems reasonable 
that if the one can hav what is for the “salvation of 
his soul,” the other should hav the same. The Prot- 
estant has the advantage in the simplicity and cheap- 
ness of his religious services. It does not make 
much show, and costs comparativly little to read the 
Bible, and pray, and listen to a sermon. Hence this 
intrusion upon secular principles is not much no- 
ticed. The mass, however, is a very imposing affair. 
It is expensiv in its paraphernalia. It brings out the 
religious element quite prominently. Hence there is 
opposition at once. The cry is, There is a union of 
church and state. Evidently there is, but essentially 
there is no more union .of church and state in the 
celebration of the mass than in the conducting of the 
Protestant religious services, and we can but sympa- 
thize with the demand of our ,Cathclic fellow-citizens. 
It is just that if the state allow the one it should 
allow the other. If the state givs religious satisfac- 


tion to the Protestant, why should it not dothesame | 
to the Catholic? Where is the line to be drawn? At 
Biblexeading? Why there?. Because that is à com- 
mon act in which all can unite.. This is not so, for 
there are many who do not desire the. Bible-reading. 
Where, then, shall the line be drawn. Simply at 
every religious service. This settles the difficulty, 
and there can be no quarreling. 

If religion is to be given in any kind of doses to 
our criminals, let the various sects who hav followers 
in this class furnish it freely and voluntarily. Let 
them not tax the state to provide any part of this. 
spiritual pabulum. The state cannot enter into that 
sort of business. It cannot assume that religion will 
do any service to the state. If religion kept people 
from violating the laws, the state might hay some 
ground for patronizing it; but the very fact that the 
people with religion hav committed crimes plainly 
shows that religion is not a preventiv, and therefore, 
since it has not made a man moral outside of prison, 
it will not make him any better inside of a prison. 
The state cannot use religion, even if it were bene- . 
ficial, for it must, if it is beneficial, be a matter of in- 
dividual conviction, and that is something which the 
state cannot deal with as a part of its machinery. 
Of course the state, in its relations with the criminal 
classes, must look to reform and moral motiv. It 
does not punish merely for vengeance, but, if possible, 
after the punishment is inflicted, to make the offender 
a good citizen. The criminal should be subjected to 
humane influences. He should be placed, if possible, 
where his better nature will be developed, but his 
better nature is not his religious nature, but his 
human nature, and is to be developed by purely sec- 
ular motivs. This basis is universal, and on this 
basis the state can work to some advantage for the 
welfare of prison inmates, but the very moment it 
trenches upon the domain of religious instruction it 
is in infinit difficulty. If it takes one religion, then 
it must take all; if it assumes one religious ‘service, 
then it must assume all. The Protestant cries that 
to make provision for the celebration of mass is a 
| palpable union of church and state. 
might answer, Bible reading is equally so; it is a 
Protestant religious service, adapted to the Protest- 
ant; why should not the Catholic hav that which is 
adapted to him. So far as justice is concerned, if 
one is granted, the other should be also. The fact 
that one is simple and the other complex and impos- 
ing does not change the logic. Both are parts of a 
religious service, and in a secular government must 
be remanded to purely individual and voluntary effort. 

The government does not discuss religion—it sim- 
ply ignores it. It is not a part of the state program. 
It must be omitted on all occasions. Thus an infinit 
amount of discord.is avoided. If religion can do any 
good it will still hav ample opportunity. Each church 
can do its work without hindrance. There will be 
no quarreling. The moment, however, the state in- 
terferes to patronize any sort of religious instrumen- 
tality it touches a spring that unloses countless 
streams of discord. There is a theological war at 
once in the arena of the legislativ halls. “Touch not, 
taste not, handle not,” should be the state motto as 
to all religious affairs. Total abstinence is the only 
safe, wise, and prosperous course. It is evident, 
however, that our law-makers hav much to learn. 
They hav not yet attained to the simplicity of a sec- 
ular state. In fact, we can apply to them the old 
Scripture phrase, “They are double-minded and so 
unstable in all their ways." They never look straight 
ahead, but always around—to see what is expected 
of them. Hence they do not see the plain way out 
of a difficulty. A 


5 >< 
More Canadian Superstition. 


From Montreal comes a tale of a peculiarly me- 
dieval character. It is related that about midnight 
last Saturday “a most remarkable phenomenon was 
witnessed in the heavens. It appeared on the west- 
ern horizon and rose to the north 79 degrees, where 
it assumed the spectacle of the heavens opening and 
shooting forth a stream of livid, rose-colored light.” 
Naturally enough the superstitious population of 
Montreal were frightened. The Catholics thought 
the last day had come, and kneeled upon the streets 
praying for salvation from their sins. Two police- 
men were arresting a prisoner at the time “when 
the astonishing display from the heavens paralyzed 
them for the moment, and they both knelt. and re- 
turned thanks to heaven for their preservation, Two 


The Catholic .;. - 


citizens. 
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` Catholics. thought it was the day of judgment, and 


from some cause.or other fell dead." , 
Probably Montreal is the only city on the western 
continent the major portion of whose population can 
be frightened— two to death—by a red streak in the 
sky. We venture to say, however, that a few pre- 
served their equanimity. They are the members of 
the Montreal Pioneer Freethought Club. t 
eg ee 


To Which School Shall the Children Go? 


. We hav received received the following query, 
which is difficult to answer without perhaps stirring 
up a family trouble: 

‘POUGHKEEPSIE, Feb. 8, 1886. 

: “Mr. Eprron: What is the law of this state regarding the 
attendance of children at school? Is it the father or mother 
who has the right to school the children, supposing the 
mother is religious and wishes the children to go to a re- 
ligous school, and the father is a Liberal and wants them to 
attend the public school? 

“Is there any law on the subject of church and Sunday- 
‘school? If aman is Liberal, he will say to his children, ‘If 
you want to go to church and Sunday-school, go; if you 
don’t want to go, stay away.’ But has the mother a right to 
compel the children to attend church and Sunday-school ? 
Has the husband a right, as head of the fainily, to teach his 
Liberal views in place of the wife's compulsory doctrin? < 

[21 J. G. ” 

The abore leligs indicates a jar in some Pough- 
keepsie family, and we do not wish to make it louder. 
But the law is clearly on the side of the father. He 
has the legal right to bring his children up as he 
pleases as regards their mental training. As relig- 
ious schools are notoriously valueless, children should 
attend the public schools. They will obtain in them 
all the religion they can stand and yet grow up good 
As for Sunday-schools, we think a father, 
by judicious teaching, can easily overcome their per- 
nicious influence. But only to avoid a family separa- 
tion, should the father yield. Both parents might 
let the children choose for themselvs. In this par- 
ticular case, however, we think behind the mother's 
„wishes is the influence of a priest. If so, that priest 
Should be made to understand that he will greatly 
oblige by keeping his nose out of family affairs. 

In a word, while the father has the clear legal right 
to educate his children as he pleases, he should do 
everything compatible with honor, and without sac- 
rifice of principle, to preserve peace in the family. 

——— 9 9— —— 
Churches in Michigan. 


The Detroit Evening News is sévere upon the 
churches of Michigan. Ostensibly berating them for 
their lack of success, and condemning almost without 
measure their methods, it furnishes the unbelieving 
person who will not be enticed into them the strong- 
est kind of reasons for his course. The churches are 
not worth joining, even as social organizations. 

The facts which the Mews givs regarding the 
churches are these: One denomination in Michigan 
last year, the Baptist, expended in salaries and ex- 
penses $264,294 and received 806 additions to their 
membership—an average cost of $327.89 apiece. 
Outside of this there was also raised $53,840 for the 
support of the Sunday-school, home and foreign mis- 
sions, and other church interests. Of the 378 Bap- 
tist churches in the state 187 report no baptisms— 
“a humiliating disclosure,” says their state organ. 
Taking the membership of the principal Protestant 
churches in the state—the Methodists, Baptists, Con- 
gregationalists, Presbyterians, and Episcopalians—it 
is found they number 142,159, which is an increase 
over 1884 of 3,611. Their expenses doubtless aver- 
aged as high as the Baptists, which makes an aggre- 
gate of $1,084,000. Now, when it is remembered 
that there were in 1884 over 1,855,000 persons in Mich- 
igan, that out of this there are not over 150,000 Prot- 
estants of all denominations, and who had less than 
4,000 additions to offset the 50,000 yearly increase in 
population, can the present church methods, ques- 
tions the News, be called anything else, in their 
attempts to reach the masses, than dismal and 
lamentable failures? 

It will be noticed, too, that in the above figures the 
losses by deaths, “moved away,” and other causes, 
are not given. The further question may rationally 


.be asked, then, was the total number of converts 


equal to the losses? But when the entire country is 
taken into consideration, the News finds the disparity 


- in numbers between what it naively calls the elect and 


the lost to be “simply appalling.” By the figures 
from the church's own statistics the News finds there 
are over forty-three millions of people in this country 


“with no church relations, aii such as doom them, 
with the heathens, to eternal and endless punishment.” 

All this is very sad, fròm the standpoint from 
which the News pretends to view the question. But 
there is a balm in Gilead for the soul of our fright- 
ened contemporary. It is this: It makes not. the 
slightest difference in the world whether or not there 
is even one church-member in Michigan, nor whether 


| the churches spend one or a million dollars for each 


convert, so far as the “eternal and endless” punish- 
ment of that person is concerned. Heaven and hell 
are states of mind, not localities either in the beyond 
or in the bowels of the earth, and these states of 
mind are in the people here on earth, according as 
their deeds are good or evil. The matter of most 
importance to Michigan is to raise honest men and 
women. Having “ done all to stand” by filling her 
borders up with these, she need care nothing about 
the scarcity of communicants on the church rolls. 
REES T CON N 


Editorial Notes. 
ARTHUR C. Everett has been forced to suspend his Rights 


of Man. 


Among the “ religious notes” of an exchange we find the 
statement that there are at present more than three hundred 
preachers, exclusiv of Catholic priests and Mormon elders, 
now before the courts, chiefly for crimes against women. 


A polickMAN, of Fresno City, Cal., lately went insane and 
was found by a citizen up a tree in his orchard. He was 
persuaded to come down, like Zaccheus, and announced 
himself a new Jobn the Baptist. He was committed to an 
asylum. , 


WirH the March number, which is the beginning of the 
fourth volume, J. D. Shaw will double the size of his Inde. 
pendent Pulpit. The price will be raised to $1.50. The 
Independent Pulpit has always been interesting, and now 
that the size is doubled the subscription list ought to be. 


‘Tne Gup or Kinpvess” is the name of an institution 
belonging to the Methodist New Connection of Great Britain. 
The object of the organization is to develop a spirit of kind- 
ness among brethren and sisters of the denomination es- 
pecially, and among all Christians generally. This is 
certainly a much needed guild. 


James A. Briss has changed his Spirit Voices from a 
monthly to a weekly called the JV. D. C. Axe. The object 
of the National Developing Circle is to increase the visible 
supply of mediums, ànd thus work for the good of Spiritual- 
ism. Mr. Bliss also vigorously attacks the Catholic church, 
wherein he has our heartiest sympathy. 


Tug Young Men's Christian Association of. Néw Haven has 
asked the legislature to exempt its property from taxation to 
the amount of $50,000 because it is a religious concern. The 
Ansonia Young Men’s Christian Association also demands 
$15,000 exemption. The Senate passed the necessary resolu- 
tions to comply with these unjust demands, and the Huse 
will probably follow suit. 


Tie Valley Falis Lucifer has a new press. While the 
paper presents a neater appearance than usual, Mr. Harman 
explains that he has not got all out of the new press there is 
in it on account of the unfavorable weather. Wesympathize 
with Mr. Harman in his struggles with the Kansas blizzards 
that freeze his press up, and advise him to put some printer’s 
varnish ora spoonful or two of turpentine in his ink. That's 
what we did when we ran a country press. 


Tne Tulare, Cal., Democratie Free Press is a cautious jour- 
nal, as we judge by the following : ‘‘ A gentleman sent to the 
Free Press some copies of Tne Truru SEEKER, a journal of 
Freethought and free expression. The Free Press is not a 
theological journal, hence will not criticise the columns of 
Tux Tavra Seeker. We are certain that the cditorial mat- 
ter referred to will be praised by Freethinkers generally and 
condemned by all believers in the established religion of the 
age. Typographically the paper is a model of neatness.” 


Tue Catholic Union and Times rejoices that in Mr. Glad- 
stone’s new cabinet John Morley is made chief secretary of 
Ireland. It says: ‘‘If Ireland must hav such an official 
pending the winning of her national independeuce, wc know 
of no one better fitted to fill the duties of that position in a 
wise and humane manner than John Morley.” Is Mr. Cronin 
not aware that John Morley is an Infidel? Or has it come to 
this, that, weary of looking for justice from Protestants to 
Catholics, Mr. Cronin turns to an Infidel as the embodiment 
of justice? 


TuznE is probably as much heresy of one kind and an- 
other to the square inch in Massachusetts as in any Eastern 
State. Yet therc are laws on Massachusetts’s statute books 
which, if enforced, would make life decidedly uncomfortable 
for the ‘‘Modern Athenians.” Last weck a petition to the 
legislature was presented asking for the repeal of the old 
Blue laws. Among them are these: No. 1 makes it an of- 
fense to be present at any unlicensed entertainment, other 
than sacred, on either Saturday or Sunday evening. No. 2 
prohibits all labor or the keeping open of any shop, except 
in case of necessity or charity, on the Lord's day, and forbids 
dancing on that day, the penalty being #50 for each offense. 
No. 8 forbids traveling, except in cases of necessity or char- 
ity, on Saturday evening or Sunday, and fixes a tine for any 
landlord who on that day entertains, or allows to be about 


his place, any persons other than travelers, strangers, and 
lodgers. Nos. 10 and 11 make catching fish or shooting 

game on Sunday a finable offense. No. 18 exempts the Jews 
from the provisions in these laws. 


* T erv my soul and my heart to God, and say good-bye to 
everybody,” were the last words of Charles Hermann, of 
Buffalo, hanged last Friday for murdering ‘his wife. “Before 
he left his cell for the scaffold he partook of the sacrament, 
and his last words were preceded by a prayer from a clergy- 
man. If we may be permitted without blasphemy, we wish 
God much joy with such brutes as Hermann. The com- 
pany in the other fellow’s place is morc select without them. 


“ Ture is only a thin plank,” says the Freeman's Journal, 
“ between Protestantism and Infidelity. Let us do nothing 
to make it thinner. What of Catholic tradition remains in 
Protestantism has helped to keep society from utter corrup- 
tion in this land of freedom. Better that Protestants should 
be intolerant and bigoted, and honest in their belief, than 
that they should become pagans, burning incense to Joss 
and kneeling at high mass with equal reverence. The only 
breakwater against the tide of Agnosticism is the Catholic 
church, which teaches that education cannot be divorced 
from the Christian religion.” For which reason the Catholic 
church ought to go. 


Tax following is from the Ironclad Age: 


* Brother Byers is clamorous for a book that will giv the 
amount and value of church property in the United States of 
America, and he ought to hav it—so had every man. Any 
man having knowledge of such a compilation will do well to 
postal-card this office." 

If Brother Byers and Doctor Monroe wil! consult the 
TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL for 1886 they will find what they want. 
Every Freethinker should hav all the issues of the ANNUA!., 
for in them is a vast amount of information, statistical and 
rhetorical, which is invaluable. 

Is the proper column thc poetically inclined of our reuders 
may find the advertisment of a new poem by 8. P. Putnam, 
entitled, ** Adami and Heva." It is the story of the Indian 
garden of Eden, older by thousands of years than the Old 
Testament tale. Brahma, waking from ‘the dull blauk of 
incommunicable sleep,” makes up his mind to make a world 
and a manand a woman. The legend relates that he put the 
man and woman on the island of Ceylon. Adami and Heva 
had their courtship and then they were married by Brahma 
himsclf, who said to them, ** Remain here; you must never 
leave thisisland." But aftera while Adami grew restless and 
said to Heva, “I believe I'll look about a. little. ” He went. 
to the northern extremity of the island, where there was a 
narrow neck of land connecting it with the mainland, and 
looked across. The mainland appeared more beautify) than 
the island, and he finally persuaded Heva to accompany him 
across, he carrying her on his back. When they got over 
they heard a crash, and, looking back, discovered ‘that the 
neck of land had fallen into the sea. Then Brahma cursed 
them both. Adami spoke up and said, ‘‘ Curse me, but 
curse not her; it was not her fault, but mine." Brahma 
softened a little and said he would save Heva but not Adami. 
But Heva was a true wife, and wouldn't hav itso: “If thou 
wilt not spare him, spare neither me; I do not wish to liv 
without him; Ilove him." Brahma, however, sent them out. 
into tbe world, but promised to watch over them and their 
children. This was better behavior all around than we read , 
of in the Genesis copy, and shows that the mythologists of 
India had better ideas of manliness and godliness than the 
ancient Jewish writers. Mr. Putnam has written this story 
up in the superior poctic style for which he is noted, and had 
it published by the Truth Seeker Company, and now wishes 
to sell it for ten cents per copy. And while we do not. usually 
invest heavily in poetry, we can recommend this with a clear 
couscience as being a beautiful myth beautifully related. 
Courtlandt Palmer says it is incomparably thc best production 
of the author, and that is saying a great deal. The philoso- 
phy of the poem is that love is the mightiest force in the 
world, beside which even the power of the supreme Brahma 
was a valueless thing. This is illustrated by ITeva’s rejection 
of paradise without Adami: 

** Thou hast been just, Great Brahma. Thee J praise: 

But I would render back thy precious gift. 
Take thy fair Eden—I will walk the earth 
To death’s dark door with him I love alway. 
Adami is my life; my heart is there, 
Beating with his whatever fate may do. 
Better with him all suffering and all woc: 
Better with him the labor and the pain; 
Better with him the wildest path forlorn; 
Better with him the thunder’s blasting force. 
Than all that thou canst giv with him a away. 
Justice is thine, O Bralma; love is mine for aye.” 


For the rest of the poem, which is all as good as this, the 
reader is respectfully referred to the pamphlet, 
00 


Lectures and Meetings. 


W. F. Jameson is having crowded houses in Ebony, Mo.. 
whcre it was supposed the people were so pious that they 
would not listen to a Freethinker. He next goes to Silver 
City; after that to Minnesota. Liberals of Wisconsin, Min- 
nesota, and Dakota should address him at Lake City, Minn. 


CnarLes Warrs's lectaring engagements are as follows : 


Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 20th and 21st, Chicago. Mon- 
day and Tuesday, Feb. 22d and 23d, Palo, III. Wednesday, 


Thursday, and Friday, Feb. 24th, 25th, and 26th, Wyoming, 
I). Sunday, Feb. 28th, Davenport, Iown. All communica- 
tions as to lecturing engagements with Mr. Watts should be 
sent to him, up to March 6th, cave of. Mr. A. D. O'Neill, 107 
Parke avenue, Chicago, Il. After that date, No. 82 Berkeley 
street, Toronto, Ontario, Canada. : 
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Letters fram friends. 


Saginaw, Mion., Feb. 3, 285. 
Mx. Eprror: I think that your illustrations are superb. I 
hay no doubt the influence consequent thercupon will tend to 
make the old Truty SEEKER still morc popular than ever. I 
hope that you will hav a.thousand new subscribers at least. 
J. H. Burynam. 


CHARLOTTETOWN, P. E. Isvanp, Jan. 25, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: For inclosed $1 please send the TRUTH 
SEEKER ANNUAL for 1886, and apply balance to assist in the 
illustration of the paper, as should the illustrations, of which 
I cordially approve, be continued, I intend to contribute an- 
other dollar on my subscription to .the paper to help to mcet 
the extra expense. And believe me ever, with i increasing re- 

spect. and sympathy, Yours, Jas. B. Gay. 


OTTEMWA, IA., Jan. 30, 1886. 
Mr. Eviror: Shake! I felt like jumping as high as the 
mythological cow of the nursery rhyme when I read your re- 
ply to Tucker & Co. Go for them, for they are doing truc 
Liberalism more harm in a day than the rest of us can undo 
in a year. 
and the outsider who is seeking for truth is often driven from 

the pursuit by the wild vagaries of the Anarchists. 
Truly yours, C. W. Srewarr. 


Aver, Mass., Feb. 10, 1886. 
Mr. Epirox: I think my dollar given for the picture de- 
partment wisely spent. Such illustrations are powerful argu- 
ments. They daguerreotype the subject on the mind more 
ihan any sermon of words can do, and which few memories 
can hold. These pictures are arguments that children can 
comprehend and remain a lifelong history. They will stim- 
ulate ‘ eternal vigilance.” Liberals, save your pew-rent and 
support Tne TRUTH SEEKER. Erian MYRICK. 


ViNELAND, N. J,, Feb. 10, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: Those impressiv illustrations you are now 
publishing add greatly to the valuc of Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
The majority of persons are more deeply impressed through 
their eyes than their ears. As this is the case, what a won- 
derful educator the future issues of the grand old Tuurn 
SEEKER are tobe! It is my wish that the paper may increase 
greatly in circulation, and that it may liv for years teaching 

humanity how to get rid of the curse of superstition. 
Dr. R.P. Feriows. 


Wimor, O., Jan. 26, 1886. 
Mr. Epiror: I inclose you $4, three for Tae Truru 
SEEKER; for the balance please send last ycar's TRUTH SEEKER 
ANNUAL, and as many of J. E. Remsburg's ** Sabbath-Break- 
ing" work as the money will pay for. I suppose I will not 
likely patronize Tux Trurn SEEKER many years more, as I 
an now iu my seventy-seventh year, which will make, when 
this year is up, threescore and seventeen years, which will 
preclude the probability of seeing many more. I am getting 
too old to get around very well. otherwise I would try to 
get you some subscribers ; but subscribers are hard to get, as 

money is scarce here. JAMES ALLEN. 


: Vernonia, Or., Jan. 25, 286. 
Mr. Eprron: I see by the card you sent me that you hav 
received my moncy for my subscription for 1886. I want 
you to send me your catalog of books for sale. I think we 
will need some of them here. This is a backwoods place, 
and in the winter the back of the mud is away back from the 
top of the ground. Just after Christinas two young Metho- 
dist students came in here and told the people that Jesus 
Christ had been killed for them. It raised quite an excite- 
ment, and you could sec people in sleds pulled by oxen 
splashing through the mud, going from house to house, by 
appointment beforehand, to tell each other about his death. 
Tam glad you hav started in on pictures. I put each one 
up in a frame, and it is fun to see Christians look at them. 
They appear to hav the same influence on them that a red 
rag has on a bull. O. CHERING TON. 


Avrora, O., Feb. 2, 1886. 
Mr. Eprron: Another fearless and untiring hand has gone 
to rest. The mother of the writer died on the eve of Janu- 
ary 16th after a painiul sickness of three months. Her name 
was Louisa Fenton. She was the mother of nine children, 
seven of whom survive her, the writer being thc oldest of 
her family. She has always been a diligent and faithful 
woman in her family duties—one of the hardest-working 
women I ever knew, always at work, trying to bring com- 
fort to some one save herself. She was always at homo, 
never running the strects, as many do, to flirt and flame 
about. She never was a member of any religious denomina- 
tion. For several years slie had been a Spiritualist. On be- 
ing asked the question, ** Whom do you want to speak at your 
funeral?" she replied, **I don’t want any orthodox.” "There 
was *o orthodox employed. Mr. O. P. Kellog, of East 
Trumbull, O., a well-known Spiritualist lecturer, delivered 
the discourse, which was fitting. The lines of Scotland's 
pride are not inappropriate : 
* Happy, ye sons of busy life, 
Who, equal to the bustling life, 
No other view regard! 
Een when the wished end's denied, 
Yet while the busy means are plied, 
They bring their own reward.” 
lt is often asserted by Christians that unbelievers in their 

rcligion are afraid to dic. This foolish and silly lie is un- 
worthy of any notice whatever. I saw my mother daily for 
the last hundred days of her life, and I ean truthfully testify 
that T heard her say again and again that she was ready, and 
even anaious, to die, Why should those who hav devoted 


Their devilish trash is thrown in my face often, 


their lives to benefit others dread to “lie down to pleasant 
dreams." If good deeds will not bring us happiness in time 
or eternity, then let our fate be what it will hereafter, let us 
do our duty here. And if al mankind would so justly and 
untiringly perform their duty as did the one wlio now sleeps 
beneath the flakes of snow, justice would be more evenly 
distributed among mankind. B. O. Fenton. 


West EwosaunGn, Vr., Feb. 1, 1886. 

Mu. Epiror: I hav been a subscriber to your valuable pa- 
per but a short time, and during this short time hav gleaned 
many benefiting ideas and solid truths. Iliv in à community 
where nothiug is taught, and hardly anythiug read, but or- 
thodox principles, and anyone who does entertain Liberal 
ideas is looked upon as a dangerous person in society. What 
a state of affairs this is! and will this civilized country ever 
be rid of this mental slavery, the greatest enemy to the ad- 
vancement of scientific education? 

If you hav room in your paper, I wish you would publish 
the statistics of the growth of orthodoxy in this country com- 


pared with the growth of population, and also giv us the: 


Nine Demands of Liberalism for the benefit of new subscrib- 
ers. What a feast it would be if we could hav a good Lib- 
eral lecturer for a night or two! It would be like an oasis in 
a desert. Yours, etc., C. H. BzssEY. 


STRASBURG, ILL., Feb. 6, 286. 

` Mr. Epiror: W.S . Bell arrived here Feb. 4th at 2 P.M., and 
made the acquaintance of nearly all our business men and 
many ladies. His pleasant countenance made a good im- 
pression. In the evening when he went to the hall he found 
the seats all occupied, and many standing. His lecture, 
“Liberty and Morality,” was delivered pleasantly, though 
earnestly. Near the close of his lecture there was a slight 
rustle of calico, caused by the deacon’s wife and the minister’s 
wife setting an example for children by hastily leaving the 
room and stopping the speaker in the middle of a story he 
was telling to. show that bad parents generally produced 
bad .offspring, and that a child that had a bad start in the 
world could not be improved by pounding. 

The ladies were not insulted by any language used by the 
lecturer. The Liberals of Illinois should keep W. S. Bell in 
the lecture field all the time. There is uot a minister that 
can come in here aud get a convert that is of age, or a minor 
that will stick. We are totally depraved. 

Yours truly, 


_ A. York. 


d JoPriN, Mo., Jan. 29, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: This, the anniversary of Thomas Paine, 
America's grandest and purest patriot; a man revered by 
the mentally disenthralled thousands of our nation's son's 
and daughters; a man that future generations will engraft in 
the hearts of the millions yet to be; a monument more endur- 


ing, a purer, deeper revcrence than that accorded either Con- |. 


fucius, Mohammed, or Christ; a name that can only be as- 
sociated with the most disinterested; the purest, loftiest, 
noblest purpose; a name without -a parallel in advocacy of 
human right; a name without a peer in brilliant, fearless 
wealth of brain and purpose; our nation's first; the world's 
grandest champion of universal mental liberty—is a fitting 
time to affirm renewed allegiance to the cause which he so 
fearlessly, so grandly championed. 

It is fitting, while reflecting over the grandeur of this grand 
man at this date, that I renew also my allegiance to that 
noble, fearless old advocate of Thomas Paine’s principles, Tne 
Trutu SEEKER, that for so many years, laden with the cream 
of Liberal thought, has been a welcome weekly visitor at my 
humble home. Yes, Friend Macdonald, you are doing a 
grand, a noble work. Your management of Tue TRUTH 
Seeker interest in the Freethought publishing department, 
your efforts in disseminating our humanitarian literature, 
your defense of the right and fight against the wrong as you 
see it, is good enough for me, and I sincerely hope that you 
may liv to gather from the tree our beloved Bennett planted, 
and so carefully and ably fertilized and pruned by you, its 
ripe and mellow fruit, and feast thereon, 

Long liv and prosper Tae TRUTH SEEKER. 


Wa. M. Carrer. 


Errswowrn, Kas., Feb. 2, 1886. 

Mn. Eprror: Yesterday my husband sent you a post-office 
order for five dollars for Tue Trurn Seeker up to 1887, and 
ten cents for Remsburg’s ‘False Claims." Wc hav a few 
Liberals in our town of about fifteen hundred citizens. I 
hav lived here since 1868. J am a Spiritualist, but a Liberal. 
My husband is very Liberal, and we wish and hope that if 
Mr. S. P. Putnam travels over the Union Pacific while on his 
way to Colorado, he will stop of at Ellsworth. I do not 
know as we can make it profitable for him, but even a visit 
from a Liberal would encourage us; and here let me say, any 
Liberals traveling in this vicinity will be welcome guests at 
our house, which is situated on the Smoky Hill river. We 
liv in a square frame house on the bank of the river, across 
the street is a square, stone house. We liv on Douglass 
avenue on the west side of the street. It is the second street 
west from the depot. Turn south from railroad track; in- 
quire for John Metzger. I hav been to church four times in 
fourteen years. The last one I attended was the Episcopal 
Methodist, Rev. W. A. Seville. He remarked that all In- 
fidels were taught Infidelity beforc they became Infidels, and, 
said he, ** What is more natural than for a child to kneel at 
its papa's or mamma's feet and repeat its evening prayers.” 
I was so disgusted that I got up and went home.” A few 
days later some ladies called at my house, and during the 
conversation one of them asked ine why I left the church so 
suddenly. I told her that I expected the minister to tell the 
truth and if he did not I would not stay and hear him. For 
me, I was always a natural Infidel, and I believe every per- 
son would be if it were not for their teaching while young. 
Oh, how I wish we could see a nation that had not been 


taught the dogmas of the church. Jet Liberals see to.it that - 
they educate their childrens in Liberal knowledge and litera- 
ture. SARAU METZGER. 


A LETTER FROM A CLERGYMAN. 
Cuartorre Harsor, Fra., Jan. 20, 1886. 

My Dear EprrOon: I do not wish to raise a discussion for 
notoriety, as some do, but I am anxious to learn all I can. I 
wish to say a few things, and hear your opinion. Now, be- 
fore I come to any point that I would like an opinion on, I 
will say that I wish church and state to forever remain as far 
apartas Zand A. First, I believe there is no death of any- 
thing, but everything is and always has been evoluting. 
Second, I don't believe there ever was any place of punish- 
ment, call it what you may. I hav reasons too numerous to 
meution for such belief, but one is that spirit, being of lighter, 
material, would naturally consume the sulphur. Then, I be- 
lieve in science, and that science is truth. I believe that we 
hav about one thousand worlds in our star or solar system, 
and our sun and system is one of cighteen millions that de-, 
scribe their circle around the pole ; that there hav already been 
four thousand such grand divisions discovered and still no. 
end to sp: and million of suns and each 
surrounded by a thousand opaque worlds; that each and all 
are in a constant state of evolution and all’ are describing a : 
circle around some greater head. I believe that God is the 
power, call it what name you will, that fills all space, that 
givs each and every thing an understanding according to its 
merit or capacity, from the sinallest, where fifteen million can 


‘dwell in'a drop of water, to the largest world that floats in 


space. I don't believe there is any darkness only as a thing 
gets in its own light. As the spirit is the light of the body, 
so when evil passions get in our light theu great is our dark- 
ness within. 

I do not believe in the AETA of the Bible; still, I be- 
lieve man may derive great knowledge from a proper study 
of the book, laying aside the unbelievable and believing such 
things as agree with science and history. I believe public 
prayer is directly against the commandment of Jesus and that 
public blessings are a humbug; but I believe it our duty to 
spread the light of knowledge, of science, reason, and truth, 
in all places where darkness and superstition abound. I be- 
lieve any man should not be allowed to preach, unless he is 
competent to teach, and that the Bible ought not to be 
brought into the school-housc only on the Lord's day, or such 
days as are set apart for worship. Then the school-house 
should be the meeting-house, and when such services were 
over should again return to accommodating the little ones as 
school-house, and that the preacher should hav no salary, but 
the teacher should be properly paid. 

I don’t believe any set of people hav a right to say how or 
when another person or sect shall worship, for God judges 
the one as well as the other while doing our duty here, and 
hereafter. For my part, I can't say what will become of us, 
but we will certainly evolute. I believe there is some way 
that knowledge can be made manifest by spirit to us in the 
flesh. I will cite one among the many I might speak of. In 
the battle of the 28th of July before Atlanta it seemed to me 
that something told me to move or I would be killed. I was 
lying on my face beside Nelson St. John, of Co. G, 8th Iowa 
Infantry, when this feeling came on me and I said, ‘‘St. Jolin, 
move over that way a little.” He said, '' What for?’ I said, 
“Move or PII get on your back.” He laughed and said, 
‘Get on." I raised myself upon his back, when that very 
instant a shot raked the full length of where I had lain. I 
dropped down in my place, when $t. John laughed again and 
said, ** Who in hell told you that shot was coming?" I told 
him I felt it in my bones. Many similar occurrences hav 
taught me to believe in some kind of spirit power. Ihav been 
warned from the mobs or Kuklux of this state years ago by 
the same power. 

And now, Mr. Editor, without worrying you, I wish to 
ask, What is your opiuion of this spirit power? I never at- 
tended a Spiritual meeting in my life. Ialways thought the 
greater portion of them were humbugs. I hav been commis- 
sioned by different churches to preach. I never took a cent 
for such services. My last commission is from the St. John's 
Baptist church of Jacksonville, Fla.. I hav taught school, 
mostly colored, for the last ten years, but being crippled in 
the late struggle at the battle of Kenesow, and thus far never 
having succeeded in getting a pension, I find it very hard 
scrabbling to liv, and am-not able to buy such books as I 
would wish to study. Therefore I hav thought I would 
write this letter to you, meaning no offensc and sceking no 
notoricty. Yours truly, Rev. S. B. Honrsvur. 


MILWAUKEE, On., Jan. 26, 286. 

Mr. Eprron: In Tne TRUTH SEEKER of Dec. 5th, is a 
curious communication from Mr. Hiram Van Pelt, which: 
may remind us that there are superstitions in the domain of 
science as well as religion. He says: ‘‘ I hav seen three liv- 
ing creatures called horse-hair snakes, . . . and onc of them 
I caught, and with my thumb and finger stripped the flesh 
off the hair, and sure enough there was the real horse-hair, 
and a good strong one too.” He seems to realize that he did 
a cruel thing, but if he had only thought to put the hair 
back in the water it would hav been all right. This accre- 
tion around a horse-hair, of animals without any fathers or 


‘mothers, may be a valuable discovery if they prove edible- 


One would only hav to put a horse’s tail to soak over night 
to strip off meat enough for a whole family, and then he - 
could soak it again. This reminds onc of the Irishman who 
on eating his first car of green corn, handed thc cob back to 
the waiter and politely requested him to put some more peas 
on his stick. But this is not the most wonderful of Mr. Van 
Van Pelt's discoveries. A fellow who came to a hotel where 
Mr. Vau Pelt was stopping seems to hav been shedding his 
hair rather freely. From fifty to a hundred of them were 
left in a wash-dish containing water, and in about six hours 
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'.in' the dark, these hairs were developed. into living animals, 


** clothed with flesh, nerves, joints, and life.” 
It is interesting to note what sort of statements honest, in- 


. telligent people will make in regard to what ought to be plain 


e 


. on Lewis river had heard them several times. 


matter of fact. Mr. Hipshier, a preacher of the sect known 
as ‘Soul Sleepers,” and who, three years ago, was a county 
commissioner of Furnas county, Neb., told me that he had 
secn Venus pass between us and the moon, and that he could 
plainly distinguish it across the moon’s disk. Mr. B. (a eap- 
tain in a Wisconsin regiment during the war, and 'now & 
commissioner in a county in Washington Ter.) assured me that 
he had developed horse-hairs into life many times. He said 
it took several days, and that they would cometo life quicker 
in milk than in water. Several others who were present 
made similar statements. Mr. B. also knows that night- 
hawks are whip-poor-wills. Heand Mrs. B. hav frequently 
seen them light down and sing right before their eyes. It 
availed nothing to urge that the two birds were not only of 
different species, but of different genera—that the night- 
hawk has long wings : and the whip-poor-will short ones, and 
that they differ in their habits. When I asked why night- 
hawks do not sing on this coast, where they are so numer- 
ous, he replied that they did occasionally—that a man over 


These animals are technically called gardiaceidw. .In-the 
larvee state they inhabit crickets, grasshoppers, etc. Tenny 
says: ‘They are often called hair-worms, and persons igno- 
rant of their history suppose them to be horsc-hairs trans- 
formed into worms." . 

All advance in science has been made on the assumption 
that the operations of nature are uniform. Diligent research 
with microscopes and with the most delicate chemical ap- 
paratus has discovered no deviation from this uniformity. 
Miles iu depth of stratified rocks, containing a record of mill- 
ions of ages, with the remains of countless species of plants 
and animals, furnishes evidence of this uniformity. The 


‘closest. scrutiny with microscopes, magnifying a thousand 
diameters, has not led to the discovery of a plant which was, 


not developed from a previous plant, or germ, or seed; or an 
animal which did not come from a similar animal, or from 
an egg. Every part and organ of an animal contains the his- 
tory of a series of wonderful transmutations produced by the 
accumulation of minute changes through long periods of time. 
Every instinct and mental trait of an animal is the effect of 
environment or the result of experience on itself or ancestry. 
The eyes of animals are produced by light acting upon cer- 
tain nerves, and hav been gradually perfected from a rudi- 
mentary condition through geologic ages. 

Now those hairs in that wash-dish must hav had a very 
limited’ experience, and their inheritance was nothing. Of 
course if they had been acquainted with Mr. Van Pelt, and 
knew what a cruel man he was, and how he had served their 
unfortunate kin of the horse’s tail, their fears would hav been 
explicable. 


I question no man’s word. If some good and truthful man 


should tell me that he had thrown a sailors rope into the 


water and the next morning found it turned into a python (a 
big knot in the end of the rope forming the head), and that 
he had stripped off the flesh and returned the rope to the 
sailor, I should neither question the integrity of the witness, 
nor experience any belief of his story. But that story would 
seem just as true and conformable to the laws of animal 
growth as the story of the horse hair. 

Not only are the organs of animals slowly perfected by use, 
and each added improvement inherited, but organs and mem- 
bers also deteriorate by disuse. The fish of the Mammoth 
and other caves hav only rudimentary eyes which hav been 
skinned over and are useless. The pythons and boas hav 
rudimentary limbs under. their skins, and man has rudimen- 
tary muscles which are uscless to him, but which he inherits 
from ancestors who used to wag their ears. 

All these effects, which paleontological history shows re- 


“quired the influence of the sun for countless ages-to accom- 


plish, our friend declares were produced in six hours, in a 
wash-dish, and in the dark. 

That is a good subject to practice on to develop faith. It 
is well attested by good witnesses who could hav had no mo- 


| tiv to misrepresent, and who are suffering martyrdom, to a 


limited extent, in attestation of the truth of theirstory. Now 
if any one imbucd with the principles of science can succeed 
in believing it, I do not see why he cannot successfully 
wrestle with transubstantiation, the miraculous conception, 
the resurrection, and thus save his immortal soul. 

D. PRIESTLEY. 


Denver, Ia., Jan. 6, 286. 
Mx. Eprrog: In number after number of our paper I look 


in vain in “Letters from Friends” for letters from .the 


Are the friends of THz Trura Seexer in 
Iowa all dead? Perhaps the hardest blow the Liberals of 
the West hav received.cime from their friends. But they 
will liv through it:” If they don't write, they do ‘a heap” of 
thinking, and some day you'll hear from them. Iowa doubt- 
less contains as many Liberals, in proportion to her popula- 
lion, a ‘any other state, but her auxiliary Leagues were first 
non-gon., and now non est. Too much “E” and “u” and 
Comstock “ taffy.” 

Mr. Editor, did a farmer ever tell you how much hay Noah 
and his boys put into the ark for his grass-eating animals to 
feed upon during his 400 days’ voyage? They would require 


Hawkeye state. 


at least 400 tons, and, unless the hay was pressed, this would 


fill 120,000 cubic feet. The haying season was a long one. 
That “black boy," Ham, ran the Champion Mower with a 
span of long-eared donkeys; Shem and Japhet, did the haul- 
ing with Buck and Bright; while the old man used Jack be- 
fore the sulky rake. Two of the young women helped to 
mow away the hay in the ark, while the other helped her 
mother-in-law. do the house- work. 

l hardly dare tell you who did ‘all the feeding in the ark, 


or who cleaned out all the stalls therein and carried the filth 
up three pairs of stairs; and threw it out of the small window. 
I don't know how much kerosene oil they used, but I do 
know I wouldn't like to be-fooling around all the animals 
jn total darkness, for the ark was pitched inside and outside, 
excluding every ray of light except from a small window at 
the top. Nor can I tell you how much the eyes of any of the 
inmates of the ark were worth after being excluded from the 
light for four hundred days and nights. But as all vegeta- 
tion was killed by the long-standing salt water, the greatest 
fun was when Noah drove all the blind creatures out of the 
ark, with nothing to eat except one another. No wonder 
Noah got ona bust. ‘‘Sacredly” yours, M. FARRINGTON. 


Freeman, Mo:, Feb. 286. 
Mr. Eprror: Though still hybernated, as the only means 


of self-protection against the Kansas blizzards that persist in 


playing jayhawker, by raiding over into Missouri, still my. 


Faber is sufficiently animated in the Florida climate produced 
by the Missouri hickory (not administered asin the whilom 
days of boyhood, but burnt in a stove instead) to again 
materialize in a friendly letter. 

And I hav news, too, that is of interest to niyself if to no 
one elsc. You see I had my Agnostic lecture—‘‘ Views 
from the Outside ”—all ready to deliver, and was invited to 
do it.at the Paine anniversary Gelebration at Liberal, Mo., 
when, lo and behold ! I found that man sometimes proposes 
while the doctor disposes, for an M.D. came to our ranch 
on Sunday, January 24th, bringing a little ten-pound male 
Infidel in his saddle-pockets, and completely breaking into my 
arrangements, or desires rather, concerning Liberal and the 
29th ultimo. So I had to write Brother Thayer for a post- 
ponement on my. part, but I guess the celebration was ,» suc- 
cess all the same. I dislike to be imprisoned when so many 
others are in the field, still “ Barkis is willin’,” considering the 
cause. In other words, Iam proud of my boy (my first- 
born), and will hav to name him Thomas Paine to get eveu 
with him for cheating me out of the Paine participation at 
Liberal. 

A short timc ago I had a letter from W. F. Jamieson, writ- 
ten from Joplin, Mo., concurring with me in some views em- 
bodied in a letter to him based on a communication of his in 
Tre Trova SEEKER of January 9th, entitled ‘ Liberal 
Leaves.” 

I think friend Jamieson sounded a keynote in that article, 
and I further proposed the form of the leaflet should be ac- 
cording to his primary suggestion, that is. of two leaves, or 
four pages, those distributed on the first visit of a lecturer to 
be devoted wholly to destructiv work, having on onc page 
some of the barbarous absurdities of scripture correctly 
quoted, aud on the opposit page the argument in simple lan- 
guage, devoted to childish comprehension, such as the 
writers named by Brother Jamieson kuow so well how to get 
up—the Wixons, Slenkers, Gardeners, and others. Of course, 
there are mauy, very many things in the Bible that we can 
not thüs print, because of the danger of shocking our ortho- 
dox authorities into locking us uplike Bennett. However, 
there are still plenty of passages free from obscenity that 
could be used to disgust any intelligent school-boy or girl 
with the ** false claims” of a book they hav been taught to 
hold sacred. 

These are passages the wily priests never allow the tender 
lambs they herd into the Sunday-school tosee. Their lesson- 
papers, cards, tickets, and so on, only contain the nicest and 
least objectionable extracts, and the lambs are never referred 
to such passages as Kings, xxxvi, 12; 2 Kings, xviii, 27 ; nor 
are they cited to David's list ot unnamable crimes, from rob- 
bery to murder and adultery. 'The spiders in sable are too 
sagacious for that. But they first entice them into Sunday- 
school with pretty music, books, pictures, clothes, and a 
greater annual bribe of picnics in summer and Christmas- 
trees in winter. It is only when thoroughly indoctrinated 
from youth to manhood that they can be crammed with the 
whole book as of “ divine" origin. 

Now, let us fight it out on the line laid down by the oppo- 
sition, and carry out Jamieson’s suggestions. Of course, it 
will produce a howl of protest, and may in some instances 
provoke violence. But they must take their own medicin, 
thesc fosterers of superstition, for they do not hesitate, nay, it 
is even their boast, to entice the children of Liberal parents 
into their Sunday-schools, and stuff them with dogma and 
nonsense. Let Liberals return the compliment, and fight 
them with their own weapons. 

And suppose it requires martyrdom—I do not mean to the 
death, for they dare not kill us—suppose it means opposition, 
social ostracism, and all manner of proscription they can ex- 
ercise under the law, is any afraid? Docs dread of this social 
repudiation, and an occasional treat to frec eggs und rotten 
cabbage, deter anyone from fearlessly doing his duty? If so, 
such à weakling had best join a church and be altogether 
“ respectable.” 

But the time is close at hand when even the dangers hinted 
above are not to be feared. By acting on Jamicson’s plan, 
lecturers will be fast killing the prejudice that cudangers, 
and paving the way for their own support in this worthiest 
cause, independent of aid from the Union. 

This letter is too long, but I can not close it without refer- 
ence to the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. just received. It is 
certainly “a daisy,” and contains more valuable matter to 
the square inch than any similar publication extant. I hav 
not had time to read it all, but hav looked through it, and 
wish it were in the library of every Liberal in the land. 
Looking over the ‘‘ subjects of illustration” and portraits, so 
many of whom are Infidels, gave me an agreeable conscious- 
ness of being in good company. Surely no one:can blush to 
be found in the same category with such names as Huxley, 
Hume, Darwin, Rousseau, Castelar, and the twenty-five other 
illustrions names you present that are famous as poets, his- 
torians, scientists, or reformers. 


| this planet? 


And so I close, wishing you a prosperous year for THE ` 
TRUTH SEEKER, and that the cause of mental liberty embodied 

in the Nine Demands may take giant strides till the end is 
reached. T. M. Horne. 


Paotric, Mo., Dec. 17, 1885. 

Mr. Epitor: The Masonic lodge has expelled two of its 
members for their avowal of a non-belief in à God. Now the 
thought arises in my mind, Has Freethought its greatest 
enemy in the church itself or in these large and ipfluential 
and powerful organized bodies who are bound by an oath to 
believe in a God (at least, such is the condition for member- 
ship)? Members of the church itself hav no such extra bind- 
ing—are freer in that respect. I think, since I hav my 
thought called to it, that such is the case. Almost every man 
you meet belongs to onelodgeor another; in fact, lodges and 
members are more than the church itself. Here in this small 
place, of at most 1,500 inhabitants, we hav at least three 
lodges, besides members belonging to outside lodges. We 
hav also five churches, Roman, Presbyterian, Baptist, ) Meth- 
odist, and colored. 

I think I see the reason now why there is such hesitation. 
in accepting Freethought papers. I hav given my paper to 
men whol know don’t believe much in church doctrin ; 
don't go to church themselvs—someé of them not even their 
wives or children; but yet dare not say aught against them 
or take and subscribe for Taz Trutm SEEKER or any of the 
Freethought papers. Reason in things—or reason at all—is, 
after all, no greater in the average lodge man than in the av- 
erage church man. 

No matter about the apparent opposition by the church ;- 
the lodges are its greatest bulwark, its greatest savior. 

Yours for being wide awake, A.H. K. 


West Union, O., Feb. 3, 1886. 
Mr. Epiror: In a late issue of your paper I saw a very 
formal, logical reason for the preacher’s bad boy. It was 
good. But I like my reason better, viz.: The preachers al- 
ways turn their children over to God’s care, and he is a poor 
hand to raise children. D. P. W. Eycer. 


Laxe Crry, Iowa, Jan. 30, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: Many thauks for your beautiful ANNUAL. 
But as thanks will not make the mare go, I send money for 
the one received and threc more I want for friends. I do not 
think anyone can afford to do without the Annua. for ten 
times its price. I should like a ** Balaam" picture or two and 
also a ** Mother Superior," as I gave mine to a preacher who 
did not hav sand enough to attack Remsburg when herc, but 
waited till he was hundreds of miles away and then took 
refuge in the coward's castle, the pulpit, and threw stones at 
his betters, not even telling a single truth in all his discourse. ' 
We gave him an invitation to discuss the inspiration of the 
Bible with one of our leading Liberals, but he thought best to 
decline. I thought him wise for once in his life. But is not 
such conduct rather small? 

Well, we still think Tug TRUTH SEEKER a grand paper, but 
hope the day will never come when such noble old men as T. 
Winter will. be expelled from its columns. He has forgotten 
more than many of the persons abusing him will ever know. 
They cannot answer his arguments. They hav never yet been 
touched. Hence the abuse. J. L. Towrk&rNs. 


Grand Istanp, N. Y., Jan. 25, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: As the Catholic church is pushing her Free- 
dom of Worship bill, would it not be a good idea to mect her 
on her own grounds, and use the same instruments she uses? 
I hav been thinking, if we rely on beating her back with 
petitions, she will get her work in before we get started. 

She virtually boycotts all the politicians she can't use; why 
should we not boycott all those she does use? Why not kecp 
a black-list of all those members of the legislature that pros- 
titute themselvs to her for political advantage, and let them 
know we intend to lop off their heads politically if they pre- 
sume to introduce measures of that nature into the legisla- 
ture, or vote for such measures when introduced? This, I 
believe, would dampen their audacity more than anything 
else we could do under the present circumstances. The con- 
vict forfeits every claim to liberty when he renders his incar- 
ceration necessary for the public safety. If the Catholic 
church can't restrain her adhererts from committing acts of 
violence upon other people, why should she be allowed to 
enter our penitentiaries to mock justice by stufting criminals 
with superstition she could not keep under moral restraint 
when at large. If she furnishes a larger percentage of the 
criminals confined in our reformatory institutions than other 
people, according to numbers (and she certainly does), why 
should she be allowed to further tamper with them? "The 
fact that nine-tentlis of the criminals come out of these places 
worse than they went in shows the futility of the presence of 
Christian priests and ministers in these institutions. There- 
fore, all clergymen, whether Catholic or Protestant, should be 
interdicted by law from meddling where they only demoral- 
ize. Why should a priest be allowed to break the force of 
the law by strutting upon the gallows with a murderer to 
trifle with him, by pretending to absolve him from his sins, 
and giving him a free pass into the New Jerusalem ? 

Can anything be more presumptuous or more demoralizing ? 
A man is found guilty of wilfully premeditated murder, and 
a judge condemns him to die. Then a Christian priest. st ps 
in and asks God to forgiv a crime that chills the finest feelings 
in man, and for which any earthly judge will shrink from 
granting a pardon. ‘Now, if this God exists, does not he 
know euough to attend to his own business as a great. judge 
in matters of absolution without taking lessons of a priest ? 
Does this God authorize priests to peddle indulgences and 
grant absolution to the worst class of criminals that blacken 
Yours for justice, WALTER SIMMONDS. 
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Children’s Qarner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixow, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom. all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 


Come list to the song of the captiv, 
Come listen with sorrow-bowed head; 
Oh, list to the notes so pathetic, 
More sad than the wail o'er the dead. 
It pours out in eloquent music 
Each sorrowful, heart-breaking word—' 
More sad than the grief of Aurora, 
The song of the poor captiv bird. 
Come list to it soon in the morning, 
Its voice is so shrill and so clear ; 
And every rich droplet of sorrow 
In melody falls on the ear ; 
** My heartfelt desire is freedom, 
‘That liberty nature doth giv, 
Still, still, tis bereft of all pleasure, 
And parted from freedom I liv. 


“At morun when the bright ray of Plrebus 
Is kissing the dewdrop so fair, 

Ilong to be out among flowers, 
T long to soar high in the air. 

You say I sing happy and cheerful, 
But dive to my heart's bleedlng core, 

You find that I sing of my sadness— 
My song is my sorrow’s outpour. 

** Hope comes not; I know that this prison 
Will still be my terrible doom; 

My heart is in sorrows dark mansion, 
O'erhung with the thickest of gloom ; 

You know you hav stolen my freedom, 
You know Iam doomed to remain. 

Right here, without hope, without pleasure, 
Where nothing befalls me but pain. 


* You know that through bars of my prison, 
When music and harmony swell, 

I look and can see the gay songsters 
Where pleasure and liberty dwell. 

You know that I long to be with them, | 
To drink of the moruing’s fresh breeze, 

And hop among leaflets aud branches— 
Yon know that my home is the trees. 

“Vou know that my wings arc enfeebled, 
So uselessly folded so long ; 

And yet you, most cheerfully happy, 
Can praise my most sorrowful song. 

Yes, daily my one hope is blasted, 
That hope for my song to impart 

My sorrow; no, you will not hear me. 
You know not the words of my heart. 


** Oh, tell me why am I imprisoned, 
What terrible crime hav I done 
That all my whole life should be wasted 
In prison alone, all alone? 
Oh, tell me would you like such pleasure, 
Oh, would you be happy and gay, 
Oh, could you sing blithely and cheerful 
In solitude day after day ?" 
Daruina BELL. 
—— rl ee 


Little Lena. 


Little Lena Maxwell, whose father was 
dead, and whose mother, for the lack of em- 
ployment better adapted to one of her strength 
and capacities, supported herself and Lena 
by washing for other people, stood in the cen- 
ter of a group of girls just outside the school- 
room door. - 

* Rag-bag! rag-shag!" sang first one and 
then another, and afterward all together in 
that monotonous, aggravating tone children 
sometimes assume. 

Mrs. Maxwell could not afford to dress her 
little girl as richly as those of her more 
wealthy neighbors. 

She wore to-day a faded print dress, per- 
fectly clean, and neatly mended in several 
places. " 

‘Tami not ragged,” said Lena. 

** Oh, no," exclaimed Vida Way, pointing 
to the patches; '' patch! patch !” 

“Oh, yes, yes!” screamed all; “ patch! 
patch! patch!” 

At that moment the school-bell rang and the 
children hastened to the school-room, but 
Lena was too grieved to attend the afternoon 
session and started toward her home, while 
those most distant from the door threw after 
her scveral stones, calling, ‘‘ Patch! patch!” 

One of the stones hit her arm, and another 
the back of her head, and she went sobbing to 
her weary, toiling mother. 

“ I think you ought to be ashamed of your- 
selvs,” said Lilly Preston, a sweet, blue-eyed, 
fair-haired little girl, who had not joined in 
the cruel sport. ‘‘ One of those stones hit her 
head—perhaps it will kill her.” 

They paled a little at this, but there was 
time to say no more ere they entered the 
school-room. 

The next morning Lena was still absent 
from school. Inquiry was made for her by 
the teacher, but no one seemed to know, and 
Lilly volunteered to call at: Mrs. Maxwell’s at 


noon, as her house was near,by, and inquire 
the cause of Lcna's non-attendance. 

“Isaw Dr. Munson's team outside the gate 
as I came by this morning,” said Benny Jones. 

The children looked a little anxious and 
frightened as they remembered the stones they 
had caused to hit her the day before. At 
noon Lilly reported Lena to be very ill with 
brain fever. 

The next morning the teacher called the 
School to order and said: ‘‘ Before you take 
your hooks I will tell you about Lena. Shc 
is very ili—so ill that her life is despaired of. 
She is delirious, and screams at times, as she 
lies in her bed moving her head restlessly from 
side to side and tossing her arms about, ‘O 
mamma! the little girls are throwing stones 
atme. Iam not ragged—I am not rag-shag— 
don't throw any more—oh, it hit me! it hit 
me! They call me Patch—oh, the rocks! 
the rocks!—don't let them hit me again!’ 
How must the little girls who threw those 
stones and called her names feel ? 

“They surcly cannot fecl happy at being 
the cause of so much suffering and misery for 
a poor little girl and her mother, and all be- 
cause the little girl was not dressed as finely 
as themselvs. Then how will they feel if she 
dies 2” 

Again the children paled, and some of them 
cried. 

** You cannot undo the wrong, but you well 
know that Mrs. Maxwell's poor health has 
prevented her from earning a suficient 
amount of money to pay rent, buy food and 
clothes, and this accounts for Lena's shabby 
appearance at school. 

‘ Now, to show your sorrow for what you 
hav done, I think it your duty—you who hav 
pelted her with the stones—to go to your 
parents and tell them the whole truth, and 
ask them to pay the doctor’s fees and provide 
a good nurse to assist Mrs. Maxwell in caring 
for Lena. I will also suggest that Mrs. Max- 
well be supplied with plenty of groceries, as 
she can earn nothing while her child is so 
ill.” 

The repentant children did as they were 
counseled by their teacher, and the parents, 
grieved at the wrong done by their children, 
at once consented to the reqnest. 

When Lena was convalescent—for she did 
not die—the children went into her room and 
asked to be forgiven, which Lena was very 
willing and glad to do, and gave them alla 
loving kiss.  . 

Lilly Preston lingered a few moments after 
the others were gone.. Lena put her thin 
arms around her neck, saying: . 

“I cannot help loving you a little the best, 
for you never called me names, or threw 
rocks at me, but always spoke to me so 
kindly, and gave me such sweet smiles." 

Little children, be kind to your playmates. 
Injure them not with tongue or hand, and if 
onc of them is shabbily dressed, or scarred, 
or deformed in any manner, take extra pains 
to be kind to them, and help them to forget 
it. . BADIE A. Maaoox. 

— eor 
Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—-PUZZLE. 

A and B bought a melon for cight cents ; 
A paid five cents, and B three cents. They 
sold half of the melon for eight cents, and 
the remaining half they ate equally. How 
much did each receive? , Ws. Scorr. 

2.—PALINDROMIC SENTENCE. i 


A wild ox with a lengthy mane 
Is found on central Europe’s plain. 
"Tis Poland's bison, and some claim, 
From it our common bovins came; 
But Cuvier thinks, however linked, 
Their species must be quite distinct. 
Though head and neck, you see, be naught, 
Yet in this oz-bow they are caught; 
Its body, as this riddle goes, 
Is only an old Latin's nose. | 
Upon this beast our Susan find, 
But sitting with her face behind. 
: Mazeppa-like must Susan ride. 
And tbis wild ox must be her guide: 
So, Susan dear, where e'er you roam. 
I'll write for you this Palindrome— 
Balaam oncc tried its worth at least: 
* Susan forever obey— This. Beast.” 
Irwin, Ja. J. K. P. BAKER. 


9.—INVOLVED ‘CIIARADE. 


A word of four sylables is seen, 
By conimon folks not used, I ween. 


The first is known of many kinds; 
Though never seen, one often finds 
That, like a ladies fancy fixin's, 

It costs him like the very Dickens. 


The second is a certain gait, 
Not patent, but improved of late. 


The third and fourth, oh my : I must not tell; 
Or you would guess it sure as— well, ' 

We'll say, * As surc as fate.” 

But pshaw! Pve told you now, 

My caution comes too late. i 


The man that sometime had the whole 
Performed on him so queer, 

Has met my gaze, since childhood’s days; 
I see him every year. ` 


He is a second Joseph, too, 

For calmly he does stand, 
Although a beauteous maiden sits 
And beckons with her hand. 


In his presence love must reign, 
For plainly can be seen 

The lion and the playful lamb, 
With children in between. 


When I was young I used to think 
He surely would get shot, 

But still the darts of envy point 
Right to the same old spot. 


Midst all his foes and troubles great , 
He seems to hav no wish, 
Unless it is to calmly point 
And say, “Just see my fish." 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Esprit Forr. 


4.—REBUS. 


Four different kinds of noises. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN THE OHILDREN'8 CORNER, . 


FEB. 6, 1886. 

1.-Porty-two men, by deleting the central 
letter; is changed to forty women.  2.—12. 
3.-Tumbler—ice-cream, milk, water, wine, 
honey, beer, grucl, tea, jelly, vinegar. 

Sotvers.—Nettie Olds, I. A. Pool, W. R. 
King, V. K. Hausen. - 

[B. W. Brockway, Jr., 5. Allen, Mich.— 
We hav not space to giv forms of solution. 
Write to the author at Escanaba, Mich.—Ep. 


C. C.] 


- ——9—9— 
Correspondence. 


Havana, Cuna, Jan., 1886. 

BrLovEp Miss Wixon: Having, in com- 
pany with my papa, set out upon a five years’ 
tour around the world, I hav concluded to 
write you for the Corner from various points 
of interest at which we may sojourn. 

At some places we expect to remain some 
mouths, and expect to arrive at the antipodes 
some two years hence. In 1884 we traveled 
some time in Europe, but merely on business. 
This time it will be on both business and truth 
seeking. 

This Island of Cuba is blessed with all. the 
natural advantages that could be desired, but 
it is governed by a people so bigoted and bar- 
barous that, while it is the most prolific and 
genial spot on earth, there is much misery and 
destitution among the people. I went the 
other day to see a bull-fight. In the arcna, 
and to fight with the bnll, was one of the 
noblest of harmless animals—a horse. The 
bull gored the horse, tearing open the abdo- 
men, and the intestins fell out upon the 
ground, and the noble steed, with his cars 

uid back, and in terrible agouy, ran about 
treading upon his own intestins, while the 
barbarous dignitaries of the government sat 
clapping their hands and applauding the 
shocking spectacle. Is not that barbarian ? 
Be it remembered that the officers of our gov- 
ernment at Washington are fully aware of 
these Europcan barbarities being enacted in 
America, and not even a protest ! 2 

This, too, is a country that has been poi- 
soned with human slavery. The last fang of 
the venomous reptil is now receding from the 
body politic. Next year the very few per- 
sons that are still in a kind of remunerated 
slavery here will be free. That is to say, as 
free as one can expect to be under a military 
despotism. In 1868, when the Cubans re- 


Imagination, yon will say, but what would 


belled against Spanish despotism, they pro- 
claimed freedom to all the slaves. How dif- 
ferent was the case with the: rebels at the 
South in the United States in 1861! What a 
great difference between those two Declara- 
tions of Independence! One for the aboli- 
tion of slavery, the other for its perpetuity. 
Truly ‘‘there is just as much difference in 
some folks as there is in anybody." I could 
téll you much of interest about this country, 
but am aware that your limited space in the 
Corner will not permit. : I would like the full . 
and plainly-written address, in an envelope 
bearing a'5 cent.stamp and inclosing a 5 cent 
stamp, for return postage, of all persons who 
would like to Hear and receive relics from me 
from various points on our tour around the 
world. Till the 15th of next March my ad- 
address will be Ejido No. 2, Havana, Cuba. 
Hoping this may interest our friends who 
may like to hear from boys, and that it may 
find you in health, comfort, and prosperity, 
Iam, For Miss Wixon aud the Corner, 
Gzo. Sam. NEWTON. 


[We shall all be delighted with the sketches 
of travel that our young Cuban friend pro-, 
poscs to giv us ou his five years’ trip around 
the world, and we thank him for his kindness 
and courtesy toward the Comer. We wish 
him and his papa a: pleasant and instructiv 
journey and safe return home. The story of : 
the bull-fight is awful to think of. We trust. 
our readers will always be merciful and hu-. 
mane to our dumb friends, the animals, who 
cannot speak and defend themselvs against 
the brutality of man.—Eb. C. C.] 


HARRISBURG, Ps., Jan. 27, 1886. 
Dear Miss Wixon: My husband and I 

both feel as if we had known you personally, 
although we hav never seen you. We hav 
your picture in the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL of 
1885, and my son who is only five and a half _ 
years calls it “ his lady," and when we read: 
the Children's Corner of that esfimable paper, . 
we fell that we can almost hear your voicc. 


we be if it were not for imagination? It 
makes beautiful the most prosaic, and clothes 
in living beauty the most inanimate. Of 
course were it not for, this great gift of ours, 
church and priest could not hold sway. But 
they work in the imagination of the ignorant ; 
no matter how wcll educated the people who 
“ believe? may be, their imagination is held 
in check and allowed to run in one channel 
only, that of religion.. We hav cause every 
day to be thankful for being Liberals ‘and In- 
fidels. Iam afraid I am tiring you with a 
subject you hear over and over again, but be- 
lieve me that every one heard from is one 
more added to the list of those seeking the, 
truth, I take the liberty of sending an 
original poem, and hope you will find it 
worthy of acceptance. Yours in the cause of 
justice, truth, and right, 
Mrs. FLona W. Tuomas. 


WHEATLAND, OR., Jan. 28, 1886. 

Dear Miss Susan H. Wixow: I am one of 
the readers of the Children’s Corner, and see- 
ing no letter frorn Oregon, I thought I would 
write you a few lines. As it has not been 
long since old Santa Claus was around, I will 
tell you what he brought me: Majolica 
sugar-bowl, pair of mittens, collar, two hand- 
kerchiefs, a dollar, and fascinator. I believe 
that is all. I hope he has visited all the 
homes of'all other children. We liv near the 
bank of the Willamette river—the boats 
come past nearly every day. The river gets 
so low in summer that the boats cannot come 
up. There isa large amount of wheat ship- 
ped from here in the autumn, although it is 
not a very large place. As I cannot think of 
any more interesting news to write I will 
close, wishing. you good success with the 
Corner. Yours truly, 

Maupin WILLIAMSON. 


; New Ross, Inn., Jan. 28, 1886. 
Drar Miss Wixon: As I hav seen so many: 
little girls writing to you I thought I would 
try. I will do my best. I am ten ycars old. 
T hav a little brother seven yeurs old. I go to 
school every day, only when I am sick. . It 
is very cold now. I didnot go to school to- 
day, for I hav been sick. My teachcr’s name 
is Eva Jackson. She is a good teacher, and 
she is as strict ns she can be. My little 
brother's teacher's name is Fanny White. 
She is good. I went to her for part of the 
winter,but I got too far along with my les- - 
sons, and I had to goin the other room. I 
study arithmetic, reading, spelling, geogra- 
phy, and grammar. I had a little pet kitten 
but it ran off. Papa got me the ‘Story 
Hour” for a Christmas gift, and he kept.it 
over to his brother's till Christmas. My. 
uncle put a pair of vases on the tree for me, 
and mamma put a scrap-book on. I hav it 
nearly full of pictures. I hav. Aunt Elmina’s 
picture, and I pasted it in my scrap-book. 
Well, I zucss I must close for this time. 
Yours truly, NELLIE BRUSI. 


Cie rias, N. Y., Jan. 28, 1886. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I hav four Holstein 
calves. I hav them all named, and help take 
care of them when it is fit for me to go out. 
I hav good times riding down hill with sister 
Lillie. I do not go to school, but study at 
home, and am nearly throngh the second 

reader. Iam eight years old. : 
Yours truly, RonBrE C. BROWNING. 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


CALIFORNIA. 
Dr. J. L. York, Sar Jose, Cal. 
: CANADA. 
^W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., 
James Foster, Weland, Ont. - 
X ILLINOIS. 
F. F. Follet, 802 State street, and Brentano 
Bros. , Chicago. 
g INDIANA. 
^ R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 
MAINE. 
B. Satis” Oakfield (Post- office, i om 


'Toronto. 


MASRAOHUSETIS. 
E oseph Marsh, Northampton. 
MICHIGAN. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
. Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. 
Dr. Wolff, 620 North 5th street, St. Louis. 
Joseph L. Andrew, Liberal. 
NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. (Gaul, 365 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 
OHIO 
oN. ect. 803 Superior street, and Van Epps 
š & Co., 259 Superior street, Cleveland. 
OREGON. 
Wm. Chance, Astoria. 
A. Erwin, Lebanon. 
‘B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
George Longford, 25 Otter st., Philadelphia. 
H. Clay | Luse, Waynesbur 
Dr. J Rhodes, 505 4-2 En 8th st., Phila. 
W. F. Schade, 8, 706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
\ TENNESSEE. 
Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 
UTAH. 
a . James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
D D. F. Keeler, Park City. 
i OW. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
: VIRGINIA. 
Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker, Dao we 
WASHINGTON, D. 
Brentano Bros. 


ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 J ohnson’s Court, Fleet street, 
London. 
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By Prof. H. M. Cottinger, A.M. 


This book is just what the busy world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of history from 2,000 
years B.C. on up to 1883, all in a nutshell.—Zi- 
mina Stenicer. 

As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place; in the family it would be no 
less important, as conveying information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan Wixon. 

Mr. Cottinger’s intentions in writing this book 
are excellent, and» his standpoint admirable. It 
may be commended as fultilling its purpose of a 
concise and interesting historical text-book.— 
Muwarukee Sentinel, 
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^ author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
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should read Golden Throne,’ "—INGERSOLL. $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
Shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 

with life, thought, and profound emotion, 

. poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty."—Dr. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 


other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 
For all of theat above addre 
HE TRUTH “SEEKER CQ. 
38 Clinton Place, New York. 


Charles Wattss Works 


The History of Freethought. Bound 
in cloth and lettered. Price,$1.95. CoNTENTS: 
Section I. Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section ll. Whatit 
Owes to Mohammedanism. Section III. Free- 
thought Martyrs and Confessors, Section IV, 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixtecuth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Sec: 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


The American Secular Union; its 
Necessity, arid the Justice of its Nine Demands. 
(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll.) 
32 pages | in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 2@pagesin cover. Price, 10 cts. 

Christ au Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh. | Con- 
tents: The Origin of Christianity ; ‘Che Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are published at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS EACH: Defense of Seeular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible: Freethought and 
Modern Progress: Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 

arism; Science and Bible Autagonistic ; i 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. For all 
the above works address ‘THE TRUTH SEERL 
ER, 33 Clinton Place, New York, 


FREETHOUGHT NOVEL”. 
The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonnell, 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 


90 cents: cloth, $1.25. 
Family Creeds. By William MeDon- 


nell, author of “Exeter Hall." Price, cloth. 
$1.25; paper, 75 cents. 


Exeter Hali. * Oneof the most excit- . 
ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot's works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404pages. $1.25. 


The Outcast A deep, finely written 
Radical story. From the London edition. By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 


30 cents. 
All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
“The great charm of 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. 

this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in coni- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspieuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 
peet to find, 1n sueh a marked degree, even 
from so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks." Price, 
8e 50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


OB, 


MEN or Business Wao Dip Somretuina BESIDES 
Maxina Money. 


A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 
BY JANES PARTON, 


This book contains 400 pages, py printed, 

treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 

helped the world; together with eight portraits. 

Mr. Parton’s works need no commendation, They 
are standard. . 

Pric , - - - - - $1.25, 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


WOMAN. 


In the Past, Present, and Future. 
BY A. BEBEL. 
Translated from the German by Dr. Adams Wal- 
ter. 272 pages; cloth, 75 cents; paper, 30cents. 


.“ Capital,” a criticism on Political Economy. By 
Carl Marx. First Euglish translation. Published 
in 27 parts, 10 cents per part. Subscription, $2.50, 

“ Anti-Syllabus.” By Lily Curry. Price, 3 cents. 

LABOR NEWS AND Boro ASSOCIATION, 
05 Broadway, New York. 

(Full list of Labor Publications mailed free.) 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 
Price, 25 cents, 
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Robert the Devil on Jonah aud the 
l Whale. 

I'm the ‘‘ devil" in the printing-shop of Ga- 
bries Horn, a paper devoted to Christianity 
and hell-fire and brimstone, without which 
Christianity would go down to five cents ona 
dollar—silver dollars at that—with no takers, 
and soon be run out of the market. 

The editor of Gabes Horn is a downy cove 
who knows which side his bread is buttered 
on, and how to lay the butter on thick and 
even. He can roll hiseyes and tongue in rev- 
erential guise for all they’re worth, when any 
of the hell-fire jerkers come in, and work off 
a-whole chapter of the Holy Munchausen and 
not stop to spit; but when a fellow comes in 
that.doesn't belong to the holy groaners and 
duns him for a hat í or a gallon of old rye—the 
forked-tongued galoot nips it on the sly—he 
can rear up and cuss like a cowboy, and-do it 
offhand and gallus like, without coughing or 
blushing. And then to see him settle down to 
business and brimstone, when he has rattled 
the dun and sent him off as he came, without 
the scads, but plenty of promises, is too sweet 
for anything. Oh, he’s a daisy, he is, and 
almost persuadeth me to be a Christian, be- 
cause hypocrisy is the best policy, and no one 
can play it like a Christian. 
ud Iwas in his sanctum the other day for copy, 
pos when he asked me what I thought of the 
CU Jonas and whale story—or is it Jonah ?— 
n where the whale swallows Jonah and spews 

him out on dry land three days later, being 
sick at his stomach, which fish story is told 

i in the Holy Munchausen. 

i I told him it was a yarn, and I didn't go a 
cent on it. Then he wanted to know what a 
yarn was, and I told him it was a fake that 

. nobody took stock in, and then had to explain 
; what fake was, and taking stock—the duffer 
LA ' don't know anything outside the Holy Mun- 
: chaugen, but knows that from Generals to 
Erysipelas, including Mary Magdalen. 

Then he said he wanted me to write out my 
convictions about the fish story, and he would 
a print it, if it wasn't too bad, as coming from 
AI. an unregenerate boy. And I wrote it up, but 

he wouldn't hav it, saying it was too irrever- 

ent for Gabes Horn, so I send it to you. 
Here it is, and I call it 
THE GREAT FISH: STORY. 

Concerning Jonah swallowing the whale— 
I mean the whale swallowing Jonah, or Jonas 
—what I want to know is, how it could come 
to pass, if the whale’s interior department 
wasn’t fitted up on the parlor-car plan, or, 
inyhow, like a fair to middling hotel, Jonah 
could stay there three days and three nights, 
if he was in his sober senses? Would any 
man nowadays do it that ever travels? I bet 
you not. If the whale was so arranged, it 
must hav been for Jonah’s special benefit, 
because there’s no account of any other trav- 
eler ever stopping at that sea-side hotel. But 

it doesn’t appear that Jonas, or Jonah, was 
any great shakes.at all—a big office-holder or 
anything of that kind—and it isn't likely that 
the whale was fitted up especially for him. 
E Small-fry men ain't. treated that way now- 
adays, anyway, but the ones that hold fat 
offices, no matter if they get 'em by a fluke, as 
some do. 

Well, if the whale wasn’t fitted up for 
boarders, he must hav been like any other 
whale of the period, mustn’t he? And 

: how in thunder eould Jonas liv three days 
and three nights in a tank of lamp-oil, Pd like 
to know? Captain Boyton wouldn't want to 
paddle around in lamp-oil for three days and 
nights; he couldn't stand the smell, Pll bet. 

Its awful stuff to smell, and worse to taste, 

I guess; and no one could swim round in it 

three days without swallowing lots of it; and 


if he didn’t hav a stomach like a brass rhino- j 


ceros, wouldn't he besick, though ? Besides, 
whales hav a sort of shever de friz of whalebone 
raveled into threads, and a whole forest of 
'em, in front of their throats, and a feller 
could go through the Niagara whirlpool 
easier than he could go through that mass of 
whalebone strings. Why, he'd get all tan- 
gled up in them and strangled to death long 
before he got into the whale’s vestibule, not 
io mention the reception-room and front 
parlor. 

But Jonah was there. I've seen a sketch 
of him by our artist on the spot, just as he 
was entering the front door of the Hotel de 
. Whale on being evicted by the yachting 

party. So the whale must hav been arranged 
interiorly for the accommodation of guests, al- 
though there's no record of any other ever 
having been so arranged, or of any other 
iransient guest being taken in by the whale 
that opened its doors to Jonah. And wasn't 
it mighty lucky that this particular whale— 
one among millions—should happen to be in 


that particular spot, at the particular moment 
when Jonah was launched on a voyage of 
submarine discovery, from which he was 
never expected ever to return, wasn't it mighty 
lucky for Jonah? Just think how vast the 
sea is, and how small in comparison a whale! 
Why, a drop in a bucket is a big thing com- 
pared to a whale in the sea. To approximate 
in bulk, it should be a-drop in a lager beer: 
vat, or the whale should be put in & four-àcre 
fish-pond. So, for a particular whale. of forty 
millions, more or less, and especially arranged 
for the reception of guests, to be on hand. to 
receive Jonah just as he had walked the 
plank, was one of the luckiest things on rec- 
ord, it seems to me. Suppose the whale had 
been waylaid by a swordfish and thrasher, 
and been brutally assaulted and battered. In 
that case he wouldn’t hav arrived on time, 
and what then would hav been the fate of 
Jonah? Ask of the sharks that swim around, 
devouring what they may. It’s better to be 
born lucky than rich, they say, and Jonah 
was lucky as they make " em. Thats all I 
know about Jonah, and I don’t believe it. 
ROBERT THE DEVIL. 
4 


What Other Papers Say. 


The pictures in TRUTH SERKER tell more 
than words can for the space used.—Wew 
Thought. . 


The TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL AND FREE- 
THINKERS’ ÁLMANAOC for 1886 is a gem. It 
contains a chronological reference of great 
value to every Freethinker. The contributed 
and compiled. articles are of great interest. 
There are numerous illustrations and por- 
traits. 
lation. It is a useful contribution, and can 
not be too highly commended.—Léght for 
Thinkers. 


The Tror SEEKER ANNUAL AND PFREE-| 
THINKERS’ ALMANAO is a book of one hundred 
pages, with many illustrations, there being 
thirty portraits of distinguished scientists and 
philosophers, a calendar for 1886, more than 
thirty articles on Freethought subjects, with 
valuable religious and secular statisties; all 
for only twenty-five cents. For sale at Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER office, 83 Clinton Place.— 
Rhode Island Pendulum. 


Among the publications that hav reached 
this office the past week is the TRUTH SEEKER’ 
ANNUAL AND ALMANAO for 1886, a handsome 
and instructiv pamphlet of over one hundred 
pages, giving valuable Freethought and 
church statistics, illustrations of Paine Me- 
moria] Hall, Boston; Freethought Hall, 
Waco, Texas; the Lick Observatory, Califor- 
nia; Girard College, Philadelphia, and excel- 
lent portraits of prominent Liberalists, scient- 
ists, and authors, both ladies and. gentlemen, 
to the number of thirty. The publication 
should hav a wide circulation, and, as it costs 
only 25 cents, it will probably find its way 
into most ‘Liberal: households. It can be 
ordered of; the Truth Seeker Publishing 
House, 88 Clinton Place, New York.—Sunday 
Gazetteer, Denison, Texas. 


Rs. 


: A curious book, entitled, ** Rational Com- 
munism: The Present and the Future Repub- 
lic of North America,” has just been pub- 
lished in New York. The author, though he 
calls himself ** A Capitalist,” advocates revo- 
lutionary ideas with regard to capital and most 
other things. He givs à long account of “a 
vision " which pictured a transformed Amer- 
ica—a veritable ‘‘new heaven and new earth.” 
The writer, however, is by no means a mere 


making the crooked things straight. We do 
not quite believe in his vision, but no harm 
can come of looking for a time when dirt, and 
squalor, and poverty,-and degradation, and 
disease shall be no more.—ZLondon Truth 
Seeker. 

The TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL AND FREE- 
THINKERS’ ALMANAC has come to hand, and 
really it is a magnificent thing. It is a feast 
to the eyes, and brings up thoughts magnifi- 
cent.to look upon the faces of thirty names 
familiar to men of thought, and science, and 
philosophy: Darwin, Max Müller, Huxley, 
Voltaire, Rousseau, Humboldt, Annie Besant, 
Mary Wollstonecraft, George Eliot, John 
Stuart Mill, Haeckel, Auguste Comte, Gib- 
bon, Spencer, Bradlaugh, Tyndall, Froude, 
Byron, Shelley, Hume, Goethe, Burns, Carl- 
ile, and others. The price of the book is 
only 25 cents, when it is worth all that for 
every portrait, and the reading and statistics 
and the information, render this work invalu- 


The Annuar should hav a large circu- |: 


visionary. He has a keen eye for practical} 
evils and for practical ways of remedying\|; 
them, and givs many valuable suggestions for 


able. By the time one has. gone through this 
book he will feel that he has gained in intel- 
lectual, status very preceptibly. —-Noncon- 
Jormist. : 

The pages of the New York TRUTH Sumxur 
are now: illustrated. This new feature of 
emphasizing Freethought may prove valuable; 
but it will require very careful management. 
There is great danger, though, that the ridic- 
ulous be allowed to usurp the place of the 
sensible in getting up cartoons. Some of the 
presentations, so far, are very good, and may 
accomplish good, especially those of ‘‘ Liberty 
in Peril,” ‘The Iron Virgin,” and. '' The 
Spider and the Fly." “Uncle Sam in Dis- 
tress” is very striking, but not in good taste. 
The same may be said of nearly all the small 
pictures. Ridicule and contempt may serve 
to gratify the minds of the extremely prej- 
udiced, but rarely accomplish anything in an 
argument. 

Tue TRUTH SEEKER has now a position of 
great influence and respectability, and we 
think ridiculous caricature is rather beneath, 
its high sphere of action. If we would con- 
vince Christian people we must reason with 
them and not scandalize what they deem 
sacred and dear. This caution is founded on 
our high appreciation of our contemporary, 
and our great desire to enhance thé cause of 
Freethought, aud we hope it will not be con- 
strued into a hostil criticism.—Jndependent 
Pulpit. 


Soora Wearrn: The Sole Factors and Exact 
Ratios in its Acquirement and Apportion- 
ment. By J. K. Ingalls. New York: The 
Truth Seeker Company. Price $1. 

This is truly a period of great industry, and 


while all departments go on with a rush, that 
of book-making is not neglected. Just now 


| the Truth Seeker Company, 38 Clinton Place, 


New York, is turning out some of the. best 
publications we know of. We hav one of 
them before us now, entitled ** Social Wealth,” 
by J. K. Ingalls. "We hav perused it with 
great care, and can say conscientiously that, it 
ds a work of great merit, and deals with the 
questions it incorporates in an able, thorough, 
‘and logical manner. There are doubtless nu- 
‘merous social wrongs to be righted, great in- 
juries to be corrected ; but when with reason- 
ing minds we read the lessons of history, we 
discover that science, or exact and systema- 
tized knowledge, has been the means of prog- 
ress in every field and in every age, and are } 
assured that through intelligent industry nat- 


| rational human wants. Industrial freedom, 
“and that only, can change the condition. of 
the toiling poor, or giv “to justly acquired 
competence its required security and conser- 
vation. This book thoroughly and methodi- 
cally points out the means ‘of reform in this 
behalf. Reasoning as a mathematician from 
cause to effect, it demonstrates the wrongs 
that prevail, working .discriminately in behalf 
of the spirit of strong government, which, in 
effect if not in name, builds up and invests 
with power incompatible with republican 
government a class of nobility little less detri- 
mental to the poor than exists across the 
waters. And while Mr. Ingalls points out 
the cause of these modern wrongs, he offers | 
/ remedies for their correction that show him ; 
| to be a man well informed on tbe subject, as: 
| well as in sympathy with these rights jeop- 
| arded by existing wrongs. . ’ 

The chapters on the ‘‘nature of wages,” 
** taxation," ‘ private property in land,” “ pri- 
vate and social wealth," are remarkable for 
the depth of thought in them exhibited, and 
are worth three times the price of the book. 
Jt deals also with the ‘law of contracts,” 
‘money and credit," “partnership and co- 
operation,' in a manner that no man in 
America has ever done before. ] 

Those wishing to inform themselvs on the 
great labor question of the day would do well 
to secure a ‘copy of this book. — Denison, 
Tex., Sunday Gazetteer. 


SagBBaATH-Breakixa. By Jolm E. Remsburg. 
New York: The Truth Seeker Company, 
33 Clinton Place. i 


John E. Remsburg never writes or says 
anything uninteresting. It always pays to 
read or listen to what he has to say. Heis- 
full of facts, and you can in advance indorse 
his statements. He never speaks except by 
the card. His book on ''Sabbath-Breaking" 
is one of the most interesting and important 
pamphlets that he ever wrote—interesting be- 
cause filled with -facts with which the world 
at large is not acquainted ; important because 
the discussion is on the principal issue that 
the church is now making with all shades of 
Liberalism. 

Lacking in evidence and argument, the 
church is now making an effort to force their 
Sunday institution upon us by the right arm 
of the civil power. In most cases their efforts 
are successful, all because of the ignorance of 
our law-makers and of the people in general, 
of the facts in the case. Having individually 
kept the seventh day Sabbath for twelve 
years, and investigated it for fifteen years, we 
-claim to be well acquainted with nearly all 
the facts in the case. We know Remsburg is 
right. —New Thought. ` 
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by D. P. Robbins. It is devoted to the health 
and happiness of the South. Naturally, with 


such objectiv point, it is Liberal in its ten- 


dency. 

“One Way" is a ER poem by Mrs, 
A. Hurd, who sends one here with her com- 
pliments. It is published at Waterloo, lowa. 
The sentiment and. style may be gathered 
from the concluding lines : 


** Paul thought that he would rather die. 
And dwell with Christ. - But I 
Somewhat divine the highest throne: 

: Is that of love, and can be known ` 
And occupied : in any place 
Where charity's the crowning grace. 
‘So T confess I'd rather stay 
And with my little brothers play 
In the New J erusalem. 


THE RISE OF 


INTELLECTOAL LIBERTY 


-From Thales to Copernicus. 


By FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND, Author of “The . i 


i Reign of the Stoics.” 


“This is a book not only to be read once, but to 
be kept and referred to, and 
year to year. It is a guide-book of Liberalism 
through the past centuries prior to 1600, the era of 
Copernicus and Bruno, It does not take the place 
of other histories like Gibbon, Hallam, or Lecky, 
put it makes them intelligible by pointing out the 
white light that has been cast upon the lurid 
clouds of ignorance, superstition, and cruelty, 
from the little stream of Freethought that has 
flowed in its ragged, broken, and obstructed course 
down through the ages which now liv only as our 
realm of Memory and Admonition.” 


Octavo, 458 pp. . PRICE, $3.50. 
. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


J. E. REMSBURG'S APPOINT- 
MENTS. 


J. E. Remsburg lett Atchison for the East on the 
3d inst. The fo owing is his program so far as 


arranged : 
Thne.; Fri. Sat., Sun., Feb, b 5 6, 7. 


Albany, Mo.. 


Brookfield, Mo............- Mon., Tu., 
Mechanicsburg, Ill. Wed., Thuy, Fri. m " 5 i. 12, 

E „Sun. ^*"* 13,14: 

* 15,17 
Paw Paw, Ill ‘Tuy 16. 
Battle Creek, Mich.. Oi “ 38. 
Wayland n h Fri. 
astings 
N. Ty 


Hollan 
lage, i Ñ; Y 


Meriden 
New š 
Baltimore, M 

qimor ya to the above, Mr. 


onn 


gu in Greenwich, Mass. ; ; Salamanca, N. Y.; 


aples, N. Y.; Kent, 0.3 Perrysburg 0.3, 
p o: Carey, 0.3 Bradford. , Ò.: Bpiceland, 
; Burr Oak., Mic h.;. ; 
: Morri , Kan.; 
City, Kan. ; Council tove, 
Urbana, Kan. ; Halstead, 


binson, an, 


e, Kan. ; 
Kan.; Newton Kan. 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 


SUBJECTS : 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote: In one hand- 
some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $8.95—in English or German. 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. 

SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B, Foote. Five volumes, at$1 each, or $5 
peret; or five volumes in one for $2. 

SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUN 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The PER 
volume of **Sciencein Story.") 50 cents. 

HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages. 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES , Dime Pam- 
phlets). By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease’ representing the germ 
theory, adyocating personal. and public hygiene 
and opposin vaccination; “Heal h in the Sun- 
beam,” consi dering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and well. y mail, 10 cents each: 

HEREDITY (Books and Brose ae “The Law 
of Heredity; py Lr ; ri ks, pa e8. lon 

ound, 3 ere Yy y Lorin, 00 

ages, cloth, 75 cents; “The Law of Heredity,” by 
ER H. Marsh; 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 
Ruman Temper aments ? with illustrations, by Dr. 

B. Foote, w cents; * Generation before Re en- 
pation ” by D: . B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; “ Re- 
ports of Conventions and Parlor "Meetings during 
1882,” 10 cents; ‘Third Annual Convention of the 
Institute of Heredity, May 29, 1883,” 10 cents. 

- Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


PAINE’S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli- 
: eal Works, 
, By THOMAS PAINE, 


“The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, ig uM. Six copies for 


-THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas: Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: *A few more such 
flaming arguments . wil not leave num- 
pers at a loss to decide on the propriety ofa sepa- 


ration.” 
Price, 35 cents. 


For either of these works, or any òf Paine’s 
writings, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


"The Southern “Progress is a bimonthly 2 
magazine published at Chattanooga, Tenu., . 


ondered over from . 


I 


` The Gods. 


' Bible Morals. 


x S 


Paper, 50 cte; cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising; :**'The Goda,” 
^ Humboldt,” ‘Thomas Paine,”, ** Individual. 
ity," and * Heretics and Heresies.” . 


‘The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: “The Ghosts,” “Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and’ Child,” ** The Declaration of In-. 
dependence,” “About Farming, in, Dlinois,”. 
.‘ The Grant Banquet," “The Rev. Alexander 

Clark,” “The Past Rises before Me. Like ‘a 

\ Dream,” and “ A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll.” 

Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 

v q Cloth, $1.25. >. ce A t 

Interviews on Talmage. : Paper; 50cts; 

. plain cloth, $1.25. ! * i poe 


BYR: G. 


"The Christian Religion; =] 
] Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah S. Black, and. Pxof.: 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cerits:? clot. $t. 7 


56 pages, 1 


j Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. ..: 


for Mr. Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on :‘ Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in, halt - 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly: low 
price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid... v 


Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for My. Ingersoll’s, “Tribute to 
‘His Brother," “The Vision of War,” the “Grant 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent ‘address, over ! 
“Little Harry Millers Grave,” that. théy hay : 
been printed on. heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- . 
minated border, and in large, clear type; suita- 
blefor framing, and the four will be forwarded ` 
to any address, prepaid; for $1, or either one: 

. for 85 cents. ; $ ` 


The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and: 
Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 


. . life, price, $1.50 each. Every admirer of these 
. Apos es of Raligions Liberty should hav these 


busts. : 
Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
Buperb b lotographs, 22x28, $5; panel, 103517, 
$3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents ;.card, 20 cts.. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
. . 83 Clinton Place, New York. 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works.; 


| False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. ! 


Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, Asa! 
Missionary Document itisunexcelled. A 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
‘The Church and Morality ; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization ; the: 

hurch and Science; the Church and Learning; | 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman's Rights ; 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; 
Church and the Republic. 


Twenty Crimes and 


. Vices Sanctioned by Scripture : Falsehood and 
Deception ; Cheating; Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars of ` 
Conquest and Extermination; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to. Animals ; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witcheraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. à 


. Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sun ay Arguments ; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; ‘Festimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws. Price, 25 cents ; six copies, $1.00, 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash_ 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson and Unbeliever 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
b cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts. 


Thomas Paine, The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the stor 
of the Author-Hero's life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name trom the aspersions.cast upon 
it. Choice extracts from “Common Sense,” 
“ American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and tontaining a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 


' cloth, 75 cents. 
The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
: delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
ee Convention, January 29, 1884. Price, 
cents. 
For all the above works address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


The Perpetual Calendar. 
fas Working the Year of Science 
And the Common Computations. 
'  * An Almanac Forever, 
Showing the day of the week for any day of the 
month for all time past and present and to come, 


and other useful information. Price, 40 cents; 
three for $1. 


long 4 


the 


j 


.:; Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
. Canvassers address L. Martin, Brunswick, Ga. 


THE FUTURE REPUBLIC OF NORTH AMERICA. 
i g } i 


A Book, Advocating Associate 


BY A CAPITALIST. 
Life as a Remedy for Poverty, Vice, and Crime. It deals with 


the present conditions of society in this country, pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 
it is almost impossible that the people should 'be.other than poor and vicious under our present sys- 
tem. Theremedy, the author thinks, is in communal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of the 
future Republic of North America, as it will be when society shall ‘be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously and interéstingly written. 

Contents: The titles of some of the chapters are: Present External Appearance of Our Re- 
public; Government and Laws; Finance; Public Improvements; Production and Distribution; 
Education; Morality and Religion; Marriage and Divorce; Life in the New Republic; Life in the 
Existing Republic; Examination of the Objections to Communism; Methods Proposed for the 
Transition from the System of Individual Property to a System of. Colectiv Property; Danger. 


Price, $1.50. 


Published and for sale by the Truth Seeker Company, 33 Clinton Place, New York City. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. . For Children and 
Youth. By Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
stition. The Only Illustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children's Story-Book everissued. 66full-page 

and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heavy 


toned paper, broad’ margins, illuminated 
covers; 4to. 294 pp., bds., $1.25. 
Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 
the Young Folks, By Miss Snsan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.95. This very excel- 
lent: work for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued at a reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photogranh of the author which adds very 
much to the value of the volume. : 


Blakeman’s 200 Poetical Riddles, 


Price, 20 cents, . 
The Youth’s Liberal Guide. By 


Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M. Price; $1.00. ' This 
volume aims atthe education of youth in the 
principles of Freethought, at the same time 
that it inculcates moral duties and human 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason and 
common sense. Address THE TRUTH 
SEEKER.. 


THE 
AGNOSTIC ANNUAL 


FOR 1886. 


CHAS. A. WATTS, Editor. , 


CONTENTS: Aghostie Religion, by, R. Bithell, 
B.Sc., Ph.D.—Shifting the Center of Gravity, by 
C. N.—Misconceptions of Agnosticism by Charles 
Watts—A Household of Unfaith? by.G. M, MeC.— 
Is Agnosticism, of Necessity, Anti-Obristian? by 
W. Stowart Ross (Saladin)—Legend of the Devil's 
Dyke, Brighton, by Julian.—Emotional Agnosti- 
cism. by W. A. Leongrd.—Agnosticism and Popu- 
lar Christianity, by Col. R. G. Ingersoll.—The Spe- 
cial Senses, by H. J. Hardwicke, F. R. C. S.— 
Left comfortless, by F. J. Gould.—The Morals of 
Agnosticism, by I, notus.—The Eternal Curse, by 

1lliam Macca, -fhe Catholicity of Agnosticism 
by Winifred, Lady Robinson.—Christianity and 
After, by Charles C. Cattell.—Unpalatable Truths, 
by F, Sydney Morris.—Opposit Poles of Thought, 
by T. Ev n-Jacob B.A.—Fortune and the Mendi- 
cant, by Thomas Mead. 


PRICE 25 CENTS. 


For sale at this office. i 


TOLTAIRE’S ROMANCES. 


CONTENTS : 
The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.—Zadig ; 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princess 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowns. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas.— 
The World as it Goes.—The Black and the White. 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato’s Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—Àn Adventure in India. 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid paper. With 67 
engravings. Price, cloth, beveled boards, $2.00. 
Half calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00. , 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


 RUPTURES GUREDS 


myMedical Compound and Improved 
Elastic Supporter Truss in /rom 30 to 
90 days. Relinble references given. Send 
stamp for circular, end say in what paper 
you saw my advertisement, Address Capt. 


W. A. Collings, Smithville, Jefferson Co. N.T. 


x n : Bl a 5j l 
jūlar J ewelry Store, Rochelle, Il. 
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. And what is a nicer 
present for either 
your lady or gentle- 
man ‘friends than 
one of my latest im- 
proved model badges 

in solid gold, artig- 
, tically enameled in 
three colors? Price, 
$8, $3.50, $4. With 
genuin diamond in 
rising sun, $8 and $10. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN 
Rochelle, 1. 
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€ 

TANDARD MEDICAL WORK | 

or YOUNG & MIDDLE-AGED MEN 


ONLY 33 BY MAIL, POSTPAID. 
| ILLUSTRATIVE SAMPLE FREE TO ALL, 
77 E y 


ES 


, =e f 


NOW THYSELF. € 


expérience for 25 years is such as probably never 
übefore fell to the lot of any physician. 300 pages, 
bound in beautiful French muslin, embossed cov- 

rs, full gilt, guaranteed to be a finer work in every 
pense —than any other work sold in this country 
Yor $2.50 or the. money will be refunded in every 
Instance, Price, only $1.00 by mail, post paid. 
Ulustratiy sample free to anybody. Bend now, 
zold medal awarded the author by the National 
Wedical Association, to the president of which, the 

Ton.P. A. Bissel, and associate officers of the Board. 
he reader is respectfully referred. 

i The Science of Life should be read by the young 
for instruction, and by the afflicted for relief. Tt 
will benefit all.—London Lancet, 

There is no member of society to whom The 

Science of Life wil not be useful, whether youth, 
-parent, guardian, instructor, or clergyman,—Argo- 


aut, : 
Address the Peabody Medical Institute, or Dr.W. 
H. Parker, No, 4 Bullfinch St., Boston, Mass., who 
may be consulted on all diseases requiring skill 
and experience. Chronic and obstinate diseases 
that have baffled the skill of all other physicians a 
specialty. Such treated successfully, without an 
instance of failure. Mention this paper, 1yl4 


DR. R. P. FELLOWS 


is a regularly educat- 
ed and legaily quali- 
fied physician, and 
the most successful 
as his practice y 
prove. He has for 
twenty years treated 
exclusivly all diseases 
of the Sexual Organs, 
in the cures of which 
he stands preeminent 
SPERMATORRHŒA. 
and IMPOTENCY 
as the result of self- 
~ abuse in youth and 
A sexual excessesin ma- 
@ turer years, causing 
9 night emissions by 
E dreams, loss of sexual 
à aa ES power, php 
marriage improper and unhappy, etc., are cured 
ermanently by an outside application in sixty 
ays. NO STOMACH MEDICIN USED. It is one 
of Dr. Fellows’ valuable discoveries, which is eu- 
tirely unknown to the medical profession. It is 
not x catch-penny get up, such as a pad, belt, pas- 
tille, nor magnetic appliance, but simply a medi- 
cin fo be applied externally on the parts affected, 
which cures by absorption, Send five 2-cent stamps 
for his * Private Counselor," giving full informa- 
iion. Address Dr. R. P. Fellows, Vineland, N. J., 
and say where you saw this advertisment. 


N. B.—Dr, Fellows begs leave to say that he is 
an Infidel of the most pronounced character. Bro. 
Liberals, your patronage is solicited. 


John R. Kelso, A.M, 


‘CONTENTS: 

The Old Testament.—The New Testament.—The 
Creation.—The Delnge.—The Exodus.—The Mira- 
cles cf the Bible.—The Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies,—The Devil or Satan of the Bible.—The 
Heayen and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 
m) ible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 

avior, 

Crown octavo, 833 pp. . Splendidly executed. Sent 
by mail, post paid. Price, $3.00. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. 
Cloth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office. 
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Tur Rev. Daniel O'Conell, pástór of 
John's church, of Oswego. N: Xa Ww. has ; 
been on trial before an ecclestiasical court: on; 
various charges, has been suspended from. 
duty. E 

TnAMPS are so numerous in | Florida’ ‘that 
the county commissioners hav decided - to, 
anchor freight boats in the St. John’s river, 
and send the tramps aboard them for ney 
days each. 


Tse demonstration at "Beste, W. Ty i 
against the Chinese, who were: quietly gath- 
ered in and shipped to San Francisco, resulted. 
in the calling out of the militia, à and several 
citizens were shot. - 


Tux Poles in Chicago hav cálléd a a inass- -| 


meeting to protest against the outrage. on 
humanity contained in Bismarck's expulsion 
of Poles from that’ portion of their nativ’ land 
within German boundary lines. 


` Tne recent London riots: hay. called atien- | 
tion to the destitute. condition of -the unem- 
ployed poor of that city, and. practical steps 
may be taken for their relief. “A committee 
of workingmen called on Gladstone last week. 


Harry Hirr, the keeper of a famous sport- | 
ing resort, and who was once. called the 
wickedest man in New York, appeared before 
Superintendent Murray one day last week, and 
made affidavit chargiug the police with black- 
mailing him. 

Tue Brooklyn police counsel hav decided | 
that the authorities were not justified in pre- | 
venting a Sunday evening '*sacred? concert.|' 
for the benefit of the Parnell fund. ** The ob- | 
servance of the Christian Sabbath,” they say, | 
** js not a part of our law.” 


THE heavy rains last week did great dam- 
age in Boston. Large areas of the city were 
submerged and more than a thousand persons 
were driven from their homes by the flood. | 
Much loss was caused at Troy, N. Y., , and 
other places, by overflows. 


Tae committee of ministers that has been 
investigating the charges against the Rev. J. 
C. Pershing, president of the Pittsburgh, Pa., 
Female College, hav found him guilty of dis- 
honesty, lying, and immoral conduct. Dr. 
Pershing is suspended from clerical functions. 


Tue trial of Parson White, of White Plains, 
N. Y., goes merrily on. Mr. White is charged 
with assault upon Miss Elfrida Robinson, an 
employee in his household. His criminality 
is apparent; whether or not it was effected 
by assault is the question to be settled by the 
court. 

Horatio Seymour, ex-governor of New 
York, died on the 12th instant, aged seventy- 
five years. He was twice governor of New 
York (1862-64), and was candidate for presi- 
dent in 1868, being defeated by Grant. He 
was a man of marked rectitude in public and 
private life. . 


Mes. Exmaperiu Tiron has just removed 
from Brooklyn to Chicago, where she expects 
to remain permanently. Theodore Tilton, 
her husband, is in Paris, living frugally upou 
his earnings as a lecturer in the United States. 
Tt is said that Mr. Tilton has declared his in- 
tention never to return to this country. : 


GEonGE Q. Cannon was arrested at Win- 
nemucca, Nevada, last week. The prisoner 
has been in hiding for nearly a year. "There 
4s great rejoicing among legal men there be- 
cause of Cannon’s arrest, as he is regarded as 
the chief mind in the Mormon church, whose 
authoritativ voice, from his retreat, gave 
orders to the faithful to stand firm and sup- 
port polygamy. 


Masor-Gen. WINFIELD Scorr HANCOCK, 
commanding the Military Division of the At- 
lantic, Department of the East, died Tuesday 
afternoon, Feb. 9th, at his home on Governor’s 
Island, New York Harbor, from diabetes ag- 
gravated by carbuncle. He had been ill only 
a. week. General Hancock was nearly sixty- 
two years of age, having been born on St. 
Valentine's day, 1824. He was.an officer in 
the late war, aud candidate for president of 
the United States in 1880.. Lieut.-Gen. Phil 
Sheridan is his successor as commander of the 
Division of the Atlantic. The dead com- 
inander’s funeral in New York on the 14th 

. was unaccompanied by any great military or 
civic display. The body was taken to Norris- 
town, Pa., for burial. 


] 


iis aid End. 


TEACHER of Bible. class: **In what book of the 
Bible is the expression found,'‘ All flesh i is grass Y” 
Student: ** Timothy." 


“We hav entirely overcome the objection we 
had once to prohibition," says an Iowa exchange. 
Another editor learned to drink out of a jug. 


A LADY of charitable disposition asked a tramp if 
She could not assist him by mending his clothes? 
“Yes, madam,” he said, “I hav a button, and if 


you will sew a shirt on it I will be greatly obliged." 


THERE is a man in Philadelphia so mean that 
when he is asked to join in singing ** Old Hundred,” 
he churns off “ Ninety and Nine” instead: He says 
he has got to make one per cent, anyway, these 
hard times. 


THERE is nothing more admirable in a public 
man than the courage of his religious convictions 
and practices. It was ex-Alderman Walsh who re- 
marked once in the presence of his fellow mem- 
bers of the city government: “Every nightI get 
down on my knees and say my little prayer, and I 
don’t care a damn who sees me.” 


ALITTLE girl, a regular attendant at one of the 
Presbyterian Sunday-schools of St. Paul, went out 
with her mother to spend the day. A young lady, 
a visitor likewise, asked her what church she at- 
tended. . ‘I don’t know exactly,” the little girl re- 
plied. , ** m not a Methodist and I'm not a Bap- 
tist. I guess I must be an advertisment.” 


“Yes,” sighed a recent widow, ‘we are very un- 
fortunate. Poor John was out of work for a long 
time, and when he obtained a good job he died.” 
“What job did he get?” she was asked. ‘He 
joined a circus, and got twenty dollars a week for 
putting his head in the lion’s mouth twice a day. 
That's all he had to do. It seems hard he should 
hav died." * What did he die of?” “The lion bit 
his head off." 


A SoutH YoNkERS Sunday-school teacher was 
trying to explain to her class what the conscience 
was, but had some difficulty in making the scholars 
understand. ‘ Whatis that small voice that comes 
to you after you hav retired at night ?" she said at 
length. “Oh, please, ma’m, I know,” quickly 
said one of the bright little girls. '* Well, what is 
it, Dolly ?" said the teacher, proud that her expla- 
nation had been so quickly comprehended. 
** Cats, ma’m.” 


Sam Jones was preaching the other night after 
his most effectiv style and suddenly, to enforce a 
point, broke out with this expression as illustrativ 
of the confidence with which children look upon 
their parents: “You go home." said he, “and 
wake up your young son at midnight, and ask him: 
* Who is the wisest man in all the world?’ and he 
will say, ‘You are." One earnestly inclined par- 
ent left the house of the Lord thatnight determined 
to hav that important point settled by the youth- 
ful scion of his family and name before another 
sun should hav set: He roused his hopeful and re- 
marked in assumed indifference: “ Theo, who is 
the wisest man in the world?” Quicker than 


lightning’ care - the. 
|: And ‘now. theré: is; a: doubting ‘Thomas hovering 


rushing’ answer, “ I ‘att M 


about the edge of Sam's spiritual pasture. 


. A Meruopist preacher tells it-upon himself that : 
while on his travels recently he stopped awhile be-. 


fore sundown at a house to spend the night, and 


‘after entering the house the dog came in, ap- 


proached him good-naturedly, and then, as 1f he 
had ascertained who the visitor was, immediately 
went out and got after the chickens i in the yard. 


“$ BROTHER IKE," said a gentleman of color to 
another darkey yesterday, “ yer orter been to de 
prar meeting las’ night. We prayed fur yer.” 
“Am data fac?” “Hitam.” “Den I'se got faith 
in pra’r. Dat'pra’r was answered.” ‘Sure nuff?’ 
“Fo God hit wus.” **Tell.me 'bout hit, Brudder 
Ike." ‘ Wall, *Zekiel, Pze got de fattes’ turkey at 
my house yer eber seed. An’ he wuz roostin’ low 
las’ night—bery low.” 

BOSTON, 
Boston is a famous city, 
Which her people proudly dub 
As the mighty modern Athens : 
And the universe’s Hub. 


Boston is a pious city, 
And the good folks there maintain 
That a man who's born in Boston . 
Needs not be born again. , 


Boston is a virtuous city, 

Though, like many other towns, 
In her morals, as in business, 

She, too, has her ups and Downs. 


A WELL-KNOWN family uptown hav an eight-year- 
old urchin upon whom a revival at one of the 
churches has made a deep impression. He as- 
tounded his good mother the other night by say- 
ing: “ Mamma, Iam going to church to-night to 
be converted.” ‘Converted, Jimmie?. Why, you 
do not understand what it means.” “Yes I do, 
and I am going to join the church and be a Chris- 


tian hereafter.” ‘If you do that you must giv up 


dancing and going to the museum." “What is 
that? Must I quit going to the museum?” ‘Oh, 
yes." “Then,” after a minute or two of earnest re- 
flection, “I guess I'll go down and see the four- 


legged woman just once more before I am con- | 


verted.” 

IT was in the pauses of the lottery drawing. 
Stocks were down and he had been losing at poker. 
He began looking around to see what he could 
gamble on, and after dinner, when his wife had 
left the table and retired, one of his friends by a 
casual remark threw an entirely new idea into his 
head. “Tl bet it’s a girl,” said he. That started 
it, and before the evening was over the young 
husband had made a book on the baby. The time 
approached, and one evening late there was an 
unusual commotion. The telephone bell kept 
going for an hour or two very lively ; a profession- 
al-looking gentleman and a professional-looking 
old woman were among those who responded to 
the messages. The last call brought a messenger 


boy. “Take that down to the Club,” said 
the father. The note was opened there. It read 
very simply : “ All bets off. Twins.” He says that 


babies are a8 uncertain things to gamble on as 
cards, 


iir poo race is sad enough 
seven. by a hundred, the mur- 
e name of Epi =b. H. 


Persian poet, Omar Khay- 
turies ago, wrote these mag~ 


through the invisible, | 
Jettan or ihe after-time tos 


myself am heaven and hell.” : 
en and hell.” A truer word 
Ieaven is wisdom, virtue, hap- 


St, and strive to realize here. 


yman ‘bbott, associate editor of the 
C elieves that children: may. be 


ls M ‘born: pian godliness,” that “ therei is just as much 


—MW ton, 


E How cana igpirite. conceive a material body ? ? 
: Tf the whole affair be mir aculous, why try to com- 
; promise matters with nature by making a kind of 
i pséudo-father ? - Surely it would be simpler to 
, leave it-a complete miracle, and let the virgin re- 
‘ main ‘the solitary parent. Except for making 
: thè .story match better with the elder Greek 
: mythology; ihére is’ no need to introduce a god- 
parent in the affair. A child without a father is 
! no more remarkable than a mother who remains a 
‘virgin. "This attempt at reasonableness only 
"makes the whole more outrageously unnatural, 
and provokes criticism which would be better 
avoided.—Mrs. Annie Besant. 


Tae astonishment.which the peasant feels when 
he sees the rites of a religion different from his ` 
own, is not less great-than if he saw some flagrant 

{ breach of the moral duties, or some daring act of ^ 
impiety to God; nor is it easy for him to conceive 
that there can be , anything worthy in a mind 
which treats with indifference, what awakens: in 
his own breast all the ‘best and sublime emotions. 
“Ts it possible,” says the old and expiring Brahman, 
in one of Marmontal’s tales, to the young English, 
officer who had saved the life of his daughter, ‘Is 
it possible that he to whose compassion Lowe the 
preservation of my child, and who now soothes my 
last moments with the consolatiods of piety, should 
not believe in the God Vishnu and his nine meta- 
morphoses ?”—Dugald Stewart. 


Procress in seience and art is not indeed the 
highest of which man is capable, and it may be 
coupled with growing immorality, but, for all that, 
it is a great gift, and he that.works earnestly for 
its sake does something toward increasing human 
happiness,and in so far is-doing the will of God. 
Culture, indeed, is not devoutness, but still less is 
the absence of culture. Science and art alone do 
not make a man all that he ought to be, but igno- : 
rance and insensibility to what is beautiful are : 
surely no quickeners of piety, and are great blem- 
ishes on the character of any man and are often 
ruinous in their effects.—Bible for Learners. 


“I HEARD Mr. Swift [afterward Dean Swift] - 
sueering at my lord duke of Marlborough’s cour- 
age the other day. He! that Teague from Dublin! 
because his grace is not in favor, dares to say this, 
of him; and. he says this that it may get to her 
majesty’s ear, and to 6oax and wheedle Mrs. Mar- 
sham. They say the Elector of Hanover has a 
dozen mistresses in his court at Herrenhausen, 
and if he came to be king over us, I wager that the 
bishops and Mr, Swift, that wants. to be one, will 
coax and ‘wheedle them. Oh, those priests and 
their grave airs! I’m sick of their square toes 
and their rustling cassocks. I should like to go to 

|& country where there was not one or to turn 

Quaker and get rid of ’em; and I would only the 

dress is not becoming.” So rattles Mistress Beat- 

rix, and not without reason, in Thackeray’sEsmond, ` 
1 


Now a’ the congregation o'er ` 

Is silent expectation; 
For Moodie speels the hóly dour 

W tidings o' damnation. 
Should Hornie,-as in ancient days, 
. 'Mong.sons of God present him, 
The very sight o’ Moodie’s face 

To his ain hot hame had sent him 

Wi fright that day. —Burns, 


Tux Jews in. their early and remarkable passage 
from fetichism and polytheism to monotheism—if 
we may trust the tale—resolve to exterminate all 
the Canaanites, millions of men, unoffending and 
peaceful, because the two nations worshiped dif- 
ferent, Gods, and Jehovah, the peculiar deity of 
the Jews, a jealous God, demanded the destruction 
of the other nation who did not worship him. 
Men, women, and children must be slain.—Theo- 
dore Parker. 


Gop hath made of one blood all nations of men 
for to dwell on the face of the earth.—Acts xvit, 96, 


. Tár reformer’s chief duty always is to destroy 
falsehood, to drag down the temples of imposture 
where idols take the place of the almighty.— 
Froude, 


./ „inson, failed to agree on a verdict. 
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dlotes and Clippings. 


` Farner McCarrny, of Providence, R. I., 
was arrested at Pittsburgh. last week for 
drunkenness. ' E ; 


` 


A TEACHER in a St. Alban’s, Vt., school 
asked the class which was the longest day of 
the year, and promptly got the answer, '* Sun- 
day." n ^ 
.. Wuen Caxton introduced the art of printing 

: into England, the bishop of London said toa 
convocation of his clergy, ‘‘ If we do not de- 
stroy this dangerous invention it will some 
day destroy us.” The bishop was a better 
„prophet than Isaiah. 


Tun: Chinese embassador to the United 
States contemplates asking the government 
for damages for the way his countrymen were 


hustled around at Seattle, Wash. Ter., not. 


long ago. China has often paid indemnities 
to the United States in similar cases. 


Wuen fanning mills for cleaning grain were 
first introduced into this country, pious peo- 
“ple objected to their use, and said, ‘It is a 
 grievous sin against the Lord to presume to 

. raise the wind by human device, and con- 
trary to the scripture which says, ‘The wind 
bloweth where it listeth.' >” 


‘Tue jury in the case of Pastor White, 
..charged with assault upon Miss Elfrida Rob- 
The Rev. 

Mr. Goss, at whose house Miss Robinson 
lived after leaving Pastor White, says that the 
.Rev. Mr. White is & perjured liar, and Mr. 
“White hints that Mr. Goss got the girl into 
trouble himself and now wants. to lay the 
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blame on à brother-clergyman. If Virtue had 
no other friends than the clergy, she would be 
a weeping exile in this community. 


Near Walla Walla, W. T., is said to be a 
colony. of religious enthusiasts who call their 
organization the Kingdom of Heaven on 
Earth. They practice polygamy, believe in 
the transmigration of souls, and claim that 
David, Solomon, Moses, John the Baptist, and 
St. Peter hav been born again, and are now. in 
the colony, and that they will soon commence 
a career of conquest, and subdue the world. 
They hold property in common. There are 
very few Americans among them. 


Tur New York Sabbath Committee, 31 Bible 
House, has offered five prizes—three of $100 
and two of $$50—for the best essays by work- 
ingmen on the Sunday question. This action 
of the committee—to use a word that is hard 
to pronounce—is supererogatory. The best 
possible essay on the subject. is already in 
print. "It was written by John E. Remsburg, 
& very industrious worker, and is, entitled 
* Sabbath-Breaking.” The Sabbath Commit- 
tee should spend 25 cents out of its $400 for 
this pamphlet, and use the rest to buy coal for 
the poor. : i - 


Or our public school system the Freeman's 
Journal says: ‘As to the expensiv, and, as 
more and more seen, fruitless system of public 
schools—the only trouble is how to get rid of 
it. It isan organized system for public plunder. 
People of public influence hav their uncles 
and aunts, and cousins, and nephews, and 
nieces, snugly provided for in a routine hum- 
drum of foolish performances, not fitting chil- 
dren for their future life—but paying the 


teachers. As repeatedly acknowledged by its 
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most zealous supporters, it depends for its ex- 
istence on a public sentiment in favor of school- 
ing. This public sentiment, left to voluntary 
effort and competition—at less than half the 
cost of the public school encroachment and 
incubus—would not only result in better tech- 
nical instruction, but would help to restore to 
fathers and mothers their God-intended dig- 
nity as heads of families." That is undoubt- 
edly the Roman Catholic idea, but how will 
Americans like it 2. 


THE, Rev. J. O. Foster, according to the 
statistics he presented at a recent Methodist 
minister’s meeting in Chicago, figured that it 
had ofíst $481 for each soul converted within 
the ^jounds of the Rock River conference 
(northern Illinois) during 1885. The Rev. F. 
M. Bristol, the pastor of one of the richest 
south side churches, was able to show a cost- 
lier record than that. He said that six prom- 
inent south side churches, with a membership 
of' 8,000, had expended $100,000 last year, 
and had make only 100 converts. Each con- 
vert had therefore cost $1,000, 


Tuae Rev. J. L. Scudder, of the First Uon- 
gregational church of 8t. Paul, has made him- 
self very solid with the poeple of that city by 
preaching a sermon ona lateSunday in favor of 
tobogganing. His text was: “Makea joyful 
noise. Serve the Lord with gladness.” In 
the course of the sermon he said: ‘‘ Tobog- 
ganing is a cheap and democratic diversion, 
&nd any one who can summon up the courage 
can take a whiz himself. It stirs his blood 
up mightily and makesevery hair stand on end. 
Bythe time he has reached the end of the 
slide and drawn his toboggan back again, he 
isin a warm and physically hilarious condi- 
tion. He feels his youth coming back to him 


egain, and is suddenly seized with a desire to 
make some kind of a frightful noise. Thank 
God! I say, for tobogganing, that drives dull 
care away. God smiles upon such scenes as 
these, and if we are iruly his children we can 
serve him as well by sitting on a toboggan as 
by kneeling upon a hassock. Then let us go 
on and enjoy it, both in the name of health 
and the name of the Lord." 


Since the first week of January a powerful 
revival of religion has been going on in the 
iowns of Haddam, Deep River, and Essex, 
accompanied by exhibitions of great fervor 
and excitement. Meetings hav been held 
nightly. H. E. Johnson, a wood-turner in 
one of the factories, was one of the first to ex- 
perience religion. A few evenings after he 
announced his conversion. He wassomewhat 
illiterate, but his earnestness and zeal made a 
deep impression. He began to act strangely. 
His behavior gave his friends grave anxiety, 
for he gave up his position in the factory. 
The Lord, he said, had appeared to him in a 
vision and had told him to labor for the salva- 
tion of sinners. He then began to walk up . 
and down the streets from morning till night, 


with his Bible in his hand, stopping everyone, v . 
asking after his spiritual condition, and ex- ` 


horting him to flee from the wrath to come. 
He gradually became violent; and was then 
confined to the house, where, away from the - 
excitement, he gradually recovered his rea- 
son, and is now at work again. George Wag- 
ner, a farmer in Essex, became insane through 
excitement occasioned by this religions awak- 
ening; and. saying he was “going to heaven 
across lots," hanged himself. His almost life- 
less body was cut down and resuscitated, and 
he is now under surveillance. 
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Communications. 


An Examination of Church History. 
BEING LETTERS TO A CATHOLIC.—VI. 


Frienp D. C.: Years ago there was a certain estab- 
lishment in Rome, called the “ Agency of the Catholic 
Apostolate.” It was the channel through which the 
Chancery transacted business with the clergy of 
foreign countries. Let me giv you a copy of it, as 
directed to the clergy of England: 

REVEREND AND Dear Sm: I hav the honor to transmit to 
you the table of the principal petitions which the agency un- 
dertakes to obtain at Rome. Your zeal for the glory of God 
and the salvation of souls inspires me with the confident as- 
surance that you will select such articles as are best fitted for 
obtaining that end. : 

Then follows a long list of crimes, each with a pe- 
cuniary indemnity attached. Your writers at first 
said that no such document existed. In answer, 


` dozens were exhibited. They then claimed them to 


be forgeries. It was proven they had been forwarded 
from Rome. Pushed to the extreme, they claimed 
they were the work of some rascal, and the holy 
father knew nothing of the transaction. Let us ex- 
amin this by the light of probabjlity. Here was 
Rome, a papal city, the headquarters of your spirit- 
ual Jeader. So purely Catholic was it that at times 
an unbeliever was not secure there without a safe 
pass, and not always then. None but Catholics had 
any rights, and an outsider could not even bury his 
child in its consecrated earth (see Young’s “ Night 
Thoughts”). The clerics, in and out of orders, out- 
numbered the laity, the police under pay of the 
chancery; a small army within the city, and even as 


. late as 1845 the pope was in such supreme control 


over the actions of his subjects that he ordered all the 
physicians throughout the papal states to cease at- 
tending any sick person who, after a third visit, could 
not giv positiv evidence of having been to confession. 
And yet, under these circumstances, you desire a rea- 
sonable man to believe that an institution of this kind 


and magnitude could flourish without the knowledge | 


of the authorities. It must hav required a clerical 
force of a dozen, as the circulars were issued by the 
thousand, and sent to every pastor in Christendom. 
I do not wish to attempt to fasten any crime on your 
church which cannot be abundantly proven, and un- 
less you can produce more than a simple denial, the 
weight of evidence will be against you. 

Your martyrs, whose blood is the seed of the 
church, were, in the main, turbulent politicians. 
Stephen met his death by stoning, a popular method 
with the rabble of those days, just as our boys treat 
a rabid dog or a stray cat. He had simply made 
himself obnoxious, and suffered for it. Look at the 
account of Procopius, styled the first martyr of Pal- 
estine. When asked to make libations to the four 
emperors, which was a political test and had no re- 
ligious significance whatever, what was his answer? 
Did he giv any high Christian authority for his re- 
fusal? Did he confess “Christ and him crucified?” 
No; he simply answered in the words of Ulysses in 
the Iliad: “A plurality of sovereigns is not good; 
let there be but one prince and one sovereign lord.” 
For this political act he suffered death; in after 
years, in order to insure antiquity, he was read into 
the list of martyrs, and volumes hay been written at- 
testing to the miracles performed by his relics. 

Take the entire list of the early martyrs, divest the 
accounts of everything supernatural, and examin 
them,.not with the eye of faith, but as a cool-headed, 
clever lawyer, and you will find all your heroes dwin- 
dling down to turbulent politicians, and their so- 
called heroism more than duplicated by the Russian 
Nibilist of our day. 

View them, if you please, with the eye of faith; 
admit that your records are true; then they certainly 
were heroic. They suffered for their faith in him 
who died for them; did it unflinchingly, and gloried 
in their pangs; while he—though he had come here 
unsolicited, on a special errand of his own creation; 
had the advantage of a divine nature; was supported 


‘by hosts of angels; and, above all with the con- 


sciousness that if he did his duty well, he would save 
the entire world, with its countless unborn genera- 
tions, close up the hell “paved with infants’ bones, 
not a span long," and bring back to man that inno- 
cence and purity which he had lost through no fault 
of his own—4Ae, when the supreme moment arrived, 
whined like a sick child. Your sacred records tell us 
this, and though your theologians try to gloss it 
over, the fact remains. In this view, why do you 
sneer at the Infidel for considering the human equal 
to the divine when it has proven itself superior? My 
friend, giorify your martyrs less, for their every 
claim is established at the expense of your God. 

In the matter of saints your church is very prolific. 
Take the history of St. Ursula and her eleven thou- 
sand virgins. There is a special devotion attached to 
these ladies, and I select them on that account. 

About a.D. 1165 there was a nun called Elizabeth, 
in a convent at Schonau, who claimed to hav visions. 
Every time a church wanted relics a grave was 
opened, she was applied tc, and gave the name, his- 
tory, etc., of the occupant. In a field near Cologne 


there were thousands of graves, and Elizabeth de- 
clared they belonged to Ursula and her companions. 
She was said to hav been a daughter of a king of 
Britain, and prior to her marriage had started -with 
her companions, in ten vessels, on à three years’ 
cruise. Stress of weather drove them into Cologne, 
where the retreating Huns massacred them. The 


story went forth, was believed, and Cologne became 


a market for relics. - 

But on digging further, bones of men were found, 
and, as it would not do to hav men among these vir- 
gins, Elizabeth was appealed to, and declared that 
when Ursula had been in Rome the holy father, Pope 
Cyriacus, had been warned in a vision to follow her, 
which he did with a goodly number of cardinals, 
priests, etc., and that they had all been killed by the 
Huns, except a bishop called James; that immedi- 
ately after the massacre a great number of angels 
came, routed the Huns, and Bishop James had each 
martyr buried in a separate grave, with a tombstone 
at the head bearing the name. To account for Cyri- 
acus not appearing among the list of popes, Eiiza- 
beth stated: “The Roman clergy were so indignant 


at the abdication of Cyriacus that they struck his. 


name out of the list of the popes.” Then an inscrip- 
tion was discovered bearing this legend: 


Ursula et undecimilla virgines. 


Unfortunately, on digging further, a burying-place 
for children was found. This compromised the vir- 
gins and the pope, not to speak of the cardinals and 
clergy, and Elizabeth then declared that it was an in- 
vention of the devil to throw discredit on the story, 
entangle the holy father, and shame the church. 

Now, let me ask you, do you believe this story? 
Go to Cologne, and they will show you piles of 
skulls and bones heaped in the wall and covered with 
glass and assure you they are the remains of these 
virgins. In Neuhausen the bones of the pope are ex- 
hibited in the church of St. Cyriac, and your “ Lives 
of the Saints" attests to the truth of the story, even 
if the numerous miracles counted for nothing. 

I will tell you why I do not believe it. 

1st. There were no ten vessels of that day, noy one 
hundred either, capable of carrying eleven thousand 
people for a three years' cruise. 

2d. There was never such a pope as Cyriacus, and 
your historians admit it. 

3d. The sixteenth centenary of the massacre was 
celebrated in 1837, and as it was claimed it took 
place when the Huns were returning from their de- 
feat at Chalons, history informs us that the Huns 
were defeated in 451. l 

4th. If the chronicles of the times be true, there 
were not that many virgins in the whole of Chris- 
tendom. ; 

5th. The very inscription, Ursula et undecimilla 
virgines, shows its true character and the igno- 
rance of the fabricators of the story, who translated 
the diminutiv of undecima to mean eleven thousand. 

‘But the Spaniards say that Ursula and her com- 
panions came from Baoza,-a town of twelve thousand 
inhabitants. You may take your choice of either. 
Ask some of your priests how Sakya-Mouni, the 
founder of Buddhism, and his chief apostle came to 
be enrolled among your saints under the names of 
Barlaam and Josaphat, and November 27th dedicated 
to them. Possibly it may cause you to investigate 
why there is such a similarity in the priestly vest- 
ments of both religions. 

Your church, my friend, is most too grasping in 
her demand for saints—among the newest candidates 
being Joan of Arc, Louis XVL, and Christopher 
Columbus. Their claims are now being investigated, 
and any day may place them in a positión where you, 
as a good Catholic, must cross yourself at the bare 
mention of their names. 

Your Acta Sanctorum wil most certainly remain 
as a monument of the stupidity and credulity of 
your Italian masters—eighty-five huge volumes re- 
cording the doings of your saints, and the compilers 
hav only reached October. Let me giv you one 
taken at random. The history of Paul, the simple: 
A plain farmer, aged sixty, finding his wife unfaith- 
ful, seeks Anthony in the desert. But the saint re- 
fused him admission, and closed the door of his cell. 
Four days afterward, when he opened the door, An- 
thony found Paul still kneeling outside, fasting, and 
praying. So he was invited to enter, and set to 
work making baskets, but no food given him. This 
continued a week longer, and early one morning An- 
thony set the table, covered it with all the delicacies 
of the season in the shape of two small crusis of 
bread and a half cup of water, and Paul was invited 
to draw up to the festiv board. But grace had to be 
said, and Anthony beat the record by prolonging it 
till sundown, and then, on the plea that a heavy re- 
past just before retiring would promote indigestion, 
postponed the feast till next day. So the pair re- 
tired and rose at midnight, when Anthony com- 
menced the grace where he had left off, and after 
thankirg Jesus Christ for ten hours more, gave Paul 
just two ounces of bread and a sip of water. Then 
they fell to praying again, and after two weeks and in- 
numerable graces, managed to finish the crusts and 
drink the water. This is Peter's introduction to the 


reader. Of course he became a great miracle worker, 
and his strong hold lay in casting out devils. One 
day a young man possessed of a demon of high rank 
came to Anthony, but the demon was too much for 


that saint, and Paul was called. Then the war com-. 


menced. They had it hot and heavy, and although 
Paul worked in the name of Jesus as often as pos- 
sible, still the demon would stiek. Then Paul 
really got mad, and ascending a high rock in the blaz- 
ing sun, assured Jesus that he would neither descend 


: nor eat nor drink till the demon was exorcised. Then 


the devil spoke: “I go! I go! I yield to tyrannic 
force. I will return no more. The simplicity and 
lowliness of Paul hav compelled me to giv in.;" and 
he went. ' ' 

Now, my friend, you will find this story in th 
Lausiac History of Palladius, and it is copied in your 
Acta Sanctorum, published in Rome, and sealed 
with the seal of the Vatican. Does it not remind 
you of afetich priest? He takes his little wooden 
idol, presents it with numerous gifts, dnd then asks 
some favor. No response; he adds more gifts, then 
more, till all are exhausted. Now he becomes angry, 
and taking some nails, drives them into the body and 
assures his god they will remain there till his request 
has been complied with. Of the two, Ishould pre- 
fer the fetich man, for he is punishing a piece of 
wood, while St. Peter the simple was punishing him- 
self. 

I hav frequently noticed your co-religionists bless 
themselvs as they saw a priest walking up and down, 
reading his breviary, for the poor, dear creatures 
thought he was really saying his prayers. But what 
does the breviary contain? Beyond a few scraps of 
scripture, it is taken up in relating the miracles of 
the saints. It must be very edifying for a bachelor 


priest to learn that, whilst a suckling infant, St. An-. 


thony of Padua refrained from his breast milk every 
Friday and fast day; and, when he glances under 
date of October 21st, to find that St. Hilarion retired 
to the desert when fifteen years old, died at eighty, 
and for the sixty-five years wore a single garment of 
sack-cloth, which he never changed or washed. That 


St. Vincent Ferreri performed so many miracles his | 


superior ordered him to desist, lest he might cheapen 
them. One day, while returning from mass, he saw 
a mason falling from a scaffold. Remembering his 


superior’s injunction, he merely bade the man to re- 


main where he was, suspended in mid-air, and hast- 
ened to the monastery—a mile away, to ask permis- 
sion to. perform a miracle. But before he could 
return, the whole city collected to see a man seated 
in mid-air with no support, and, procuring ladders, 
rescued him. That St. Francis de Paula always 
crossed the sea in his mantle and never got wet. 
That Gregory Thaumaturgus, whilst superintending 
the building of a church, found a mountain impeding 
the workmen, and, ordering it out of the way, it con- 
siderately moved two miles. The Irish peasant will 
assure you that St. Patrick once swam across the 
Liffey with his head between his teeth, and the 
French priest is gratified to find in his breviary 
that, after suffering martyrdom, St. Denis walked two 
miles with his head in his hands. 

Ask any priest to show you his breviary, and see 
if I make a misstatement. The Italians hav a corner 
on these books. The bull of Pius V., Quod a 
Nobis,” ordains that it shall be used by all the 
clergy, and can be printed only at Rome, except by 
special permission. Dated a. D. 1568. Seventh of 
the Ides of July. 

The breviary is one of the principal reasons why I 
am so strongly opposed to allowing your clergy the 
privilege of instructing even Catholic children. 
While perfectly willing to allow liberty of conscience, 
yet there are duties we owe the state which no good 
citizen will attempt to avoid. Among them is the 
advancement of educational facilities, and I claim that 
any set of men who are fed on such pabulum as is 
contained in the breviary must of necessity be super- 
stitious, and will communicate more or less of it to 
those under their charge. 

Before closing this letter, I desire to say.a word 
about your relics. The Cathedral of Cologne exhib- 
its the skulls of the three Magi who came to worship 
the child in the manger; the milk of the Virgin 
Mary is preserved in bottles in over 150 churches in 
the late papal states; th: church of Santa Maria 
del Popolo, in Rome, has on exhibition the pre- 
puce of Jesus; the head of St. John the Baptist is 
to be found in three different churches— Florence, 
Capua, and Reggio. Now, all these are abundantly 


vouched for both as to genuinness and miracles per- . 


formed, and hav received the sanction of numerous, 
popes; and my question is: Do you as a sane man, 
a clever lawyer, one who sits in referee cases, and at 
one time an aspirant to a judgeship—do you believe 
what is told of these relics, or that they are what they 
are claimed to be? If you say you do not, then you 
are no longer a Catholic, for Pope Benedict XIV. 
says: “To conclude the discussion, we declare that 
whoever shall dare to assert that a pope has erred in 
this or that canonization, is, if not heretical, rash ; 
disparages the saints, and countenances heretics who 
deny the authority of the church in the canonization 
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of saints; savors of heresy, as opening the way to In- 
fidels for ridiculing the faithful; is a maintainer of an 
erroneous proposition, and deserving of the severest 


punishment. . Yours truly, McArruur. 
9 


'. Miss Gardener to the St. Louis “Post-Dispatch.” 
* ‘Why would not the Post-Dispatch print it? 


~ Thus I queried upon reading several false state- | 


thents in the Post-Dispatch of Monday, and I wrote 
them this conviction, which they decline to print. Why? 

Since I am only a visitor in your hospitable city I 
would not presume to expect space in your paper 
were it not for the fact that I am assured by one of 
your leading citizens that the Post-Dispatch, although 
not claiming to be a Sunday-school paper, has arrived 
at that state of generosity and fairness where it 
yearns to do justice to all, and wrong to none. Now 
when a paper or a person has arrived at a state so ex- 
alted as this, Sunday-school teachers can find no ma- 
terial to work upon in such an organization, and the 
“robe and harp” are already in full view. However, 
let us hope that the ones already labeled Post-Dis- 
pateh will long remain empty, for this world stands 
in much greater need of ideal newspapers than does 
the other world of inhabitants. Now if the Post- Dis- 
patch really has reached the ethical exaltation where 
it is willing to print a reply to and correction of 
errors in one of its own editorials, it is truly the “one 
in ten thousand altogether lovely.” I shall try it. 
The editorial to which I refer is in last night's (Mon- 
day) paper, and is headed ** Cornell's New Professor- 
ship" To show you that I am fairly entitled to a 
hearing on what I claim to be the (no doubt unin- 
tentional) errors contained therein, I will here state 
that Iam one of the vice-presidents of one of the 
three organizations which you criticise, and am per- 
sohally well acquainted with the personnel and work- 
ings of both of the others. First, then, you say: 

Mr. H. W. Sage has given an endowment for the establish- 
ment of a chair of ethics and philosophy in Cornell Univer- 
sity, and specified that the instruction should be from a defi- 
nitly Christian standpoint. Now the Society.of Ethical Cul- 
ture, headed by Felix Adier, the Liberal League, to which 
Bob Ingersoll belongs, and the Nineteenth Century Club of 
New York city, hav united in one appeal to the New York 
legislature to prevent the establishment of said professorship. 
These societies maintain that no religious bent can be given 
to the methods of instruction without invalidating the charter 
of the institution. If the spirit and letter of the charter are 
to be actually violated in the establishment of a new profes- 
sorship for instruction from a definitly Christian standpoint, 
there are grounds for opposing it, but in this case the protest 
may be discredited in the public estimation by the source 
from which it-proceeds. 

- Now, if a legal request or petition is to be meas- 
ured by reputation or standing of the people who 
present it, our whole system of government will hav 
to be changed. We hav held that even the vilest 
criminal has legal rights; that the lowliest citizen 
need only hav law and right on his side to assure 
' him of a respectful hearing and as sure a victory as 
though he were the highest. But if this were not 
so, and the three organizations named were forced to 
prove their respectability and standing before earnin 
the right of protest or a fair hearing, they would still 
stand a pretty fair show, I think, when once divested 
of the wholly new and quite inappropriate garments in 
which you hav erroneously, if not facetiously, dressed 
them. Let me remove and return to you these gar- 
ments, and then clothe in their own apparel these 
, three graces, in the hope that they may appear at 
least entitled to the consideration being accorded to 
any John Smith or Tom Jones who may see fit to 
call attention to an illegal attempt to capture prop- 
erty. To begin with, there is no .such organization 
as the “ Liberal League." Robert Ingersoll is not 
its “ presiding genius," and it has not sent a petition 
to the New York legislature. There was once an 
organization called by that name. Robert Ingersoll 
belonged to it, but he withdrew from it because he 
did not approve of some of its proposed measures. 
He has been heralded all over this country as a man 
who “defended the sending of obscene literature 
through the mails.” So far from this being the case, 
he resigned and withdrew from all connection with 
the above-named society because he disagreed with 
some of its officers upon this very point. The organ- 
ization which you say has joined the Ethical society 
and Nineteenth Century Club in the petition referred 
to, and of which Colonel Ingersoll is now president, 
is the American Secular Union, an organization 
which asks only an entire separation of church and 
State and the just taxation of church property. 
Many of the most orthodox indorse the same. It is 
joined most heartily in this regard by that certainly 
sufficiently orthodox, able paper, the New York Jnde- 
pendent and a number of other “ church papers,” and 
by a great many clergymen. ; 

If the fact that Colonel Ingersoll is now president 
of the Union renders it an outlaw, then the bar as- 
sociation or political organizations to which he be- 
longs are equal outlaws. Many persons belong to 
this Union whose religious or irreligious views do 
not agree with those held by him, but in the matter 
of secularization of state they do harmonize, as in 
this matter Ae is in harmony (in large part) with the 
New York Jndependent. Associated with him are 
men and women who will hardly be pronounced 


below the average American citizen in ability, moral- 
ity, or standing. Judge Arnold Krekel, of your state, 
is one of them; James Parton, the ablest biographer 
of America, is another. Hon. Elizur Wright, whose 
praise was sung by papers all over this country when 
‘he died two months ago, was a vice-president... Hon. 
Thaddeus B. Wakeman is another. Are these men 
with their hundreds of associates not entitled toa 
respectful hearing? Again you say: “Another of 
the protesting bodies is the Nineteenth Century Club 
of New York, which has latterly achieved a peculiar 
notoriety for the discussion of economical questions. 
The club evinces no especial antagonism to Chris- 
tianity, but enjoys a damaging reputation for un- 
sound and unreliable views.” Again you are in 
"error.. The Nineteenth Century Club, as such, holds 
no views whatever, damaging or otherwise. It is a 
club composed of leading social and literary men and 
women of New York city, who meet upon stated oc- 
casions to listen to and discuss topics of importance 
and interest. It is a“‘full-dress” club. It holds the 
most divergent views, as you may judge when I say, 
one night Monsignor- Capel spoke for Catholicism, 
the leading rabbi of New. York for Judaism, the 
most prominent Episcopalian for Protestantism, and 
Hon. Thaddeus B. Wakeman for Agnosticism ; all 
of which were discussed under. the most courteous 
and friendly rulings. Another evening the “stage” 
was the topic. Several able playwrights dealt with 
the topic from behind the scenes, and several well- 
known and equally thoughtful men handled it from 
the outlook of the playgoer. Recently Mr. Henry 
George read a paper before the club which was dis- 
cussed. It is from this, I suppose, that you get the 
idea that it is, financially speaking, a rather “flighty” 
club. Now, there were all sides and phases of finan- 
cial views and opinions expressed, but from the fact 
that Andrew Carnegie and Courtlandt Palmer (two 
very wealthy men) are quoted as taking what is 
usually called the side of “labor against capital,” it 
has caused much talk on that side. But the other 
side had its say, and had by far the largest number 
of friends. This club is the only attempt, so far as I 
can learn, that is made in this country to conduct an 
intellectual gathering of refined and able people upon 
the plan of the French salon of the intellectual men 
and women of Paris in the last century, where the 
state of the weather and the physical condition of 
visitors were not permitted to occupy the mental 
powers of all present, and what is known as the 
Encyclopedist Circle grew to be the wonder and 
light of Paris, and gave to the world much that was 
valuable then and is invaluable now. 

Such is the Nineteenth Century Club of New York 
in its aim. It has already done much to make 
wealthy society something beyond s display of 
clothes and a medium of stupid gossip. As to the 
other society named, the one conducted by Felix Ad- 
ler, there is little need for me to speak. It is the 
brave attempt of a brilliant man to teach sound mor- 
ality, self-culture, and independence upon the solid 
basis of eternal, moral principles, which are universal 
in application, and unsectarian in the broadest and 
only real sense of that term, where it is large enough 
to apply to any and all forms of faith, and not simply 
to different phases of the same faith, known as Chris- 
tianity, and unknown to nearly four-fifths of all 
the human race. Felix Adler’s work speaks for it- 
self. I do not agree with him in some of his beliefs, 
but the monuments he has built for himself are as 
enduring as time and as universal as charity. The 
hundreds of people of thought and brains, of all be- 
liefs, who aid him are records of his ability and hon- 
esty of purpose; and the thousands of children made 
moral, self-dependent, independent, and honest by 
the efforts and schools of this one man will be a 
monument to him greater than any in stone or 
bronze, which will also be erected to him by an en- 
lightened public when it once grows to understand 
the real meaning of such work as his. 

These three societies represent many thousands of 
people. Inthe main they are people far above the 
highest average of the best communities; their lead- 
ers are among the first men and women in America 
and Canada, mentally and morally. Many of them 
are lawyers. They claim that an illegal as well as an 
immoral and dangerous thing is attempted under the 
shield of a bequest. They—differing in aims, beliefs, 
and methods—unite in this opinion, and offer a pro- 
test they hope to see presented, and its basis argued, 
before the legislature. Is it too much to ask—even 
if the petitioners were not, «s they «re, among the 
most moral, able, earnest, and thoughtful citizens of 
the country? And if the “source of the protest” is 
to decide its worth, is not the victory already won 
when these three children are thus dressed in their 
own clothes, and those you lent them for temporary 
use are once more returned to the shop of accidental 
misfits? Respectfully, H. H. GARDENER, 

Vice-president American Secular Umon. 
— eoe 
Only Barbarism Refined, 
I look upon civilization as refined barbarism, in which, in- 
stead of being stuck with a spear or battered with a bludg- 


eon, one is stuck by fair promises, and woefully bled in a 
horse trade. f Si SLOKUM. 


A New Feature in a New York Fashion Journal. 


The Cloak, Suit, and Ladies’ Wear Review 


‘admits a rational dress department, giving as reasons 


therefor “the deep interest in the health-giving 
chain of increasing numbers of thoughtful people of 
both sexes. 

When editor and manager. of the fashion trade 
which controls an ever-changing, ever-health-injuring 
and exercise-impeding form of clothing, has manli- 
ness to put beside these advertisments and before 
the public, a hygienic system of clothing with its 
universal benefits and comforts, it need not be 
deemed very difficult for encumbered women, feeble 
or becoming so, to assume a scientific costume. 
Especially not when inducements for such system 
are sustained by general conviction and the experi- 
ments of half a century by thousands of women, 
among whom are most candid investigators, philan- 
thropists, and physicians. And further, the ripe 
decision of scientists, students of nature in all fields 
as related to human conditions, not only favor but 
contend for sanitary change in woman's habits, dis- 
torting clothing being her greatest violation. The 
simple plea of honoring, not outraging, the human 
form is alone sufficient. All personal and universal 
happiness lies in this balance against avaricious trade 
that to its monopoly subjects woman, and, through 
her, man. No valid obection has been or can be 
made. The natural appearance confronting the 
oddity of barrel-shaped petticoats during the transi- 
tion of forms in style is but as a feather on the breeze 
in view of the evils escaped, the blessings gained. 

It must be about fifty years since the gifted 
Fourier, in his study for measures to ameliorate hu- 
manity, percelved woman’s costume a basic source of 
inability, and recommended: rejection of petticoats. 
The idea was adopted, its improvements testified to 
by communities acting on his plan of equity, and 
like testimony has followed all later experiments. 

" M. E. Tirrorsox. 


The Mormons. 


I hav not read anything for along while that so 
thoroughly coincides with my views on the Mormon 
question as Mr. Coke Ewing’s article in Tur Trova 
SEEKER of the 13th inst. 

He is humane. Humanity, when the Mormon 
question is up for discussion, seems to be about as 
far removed from the composition of those Material- 
ists who hav ventilated their opinions in that direc- 
tion, as it is from the composition of ordinary Chris- 
tians, although the former somewhat outdo the latter 
in boasting about its possession. 

Friend Ewing has just hit the nail square on the 
head. The political charlatans are trying hard to 
raise another issue for bloody, cruel war, in hopes, 
no doubt, of saving “the dear old party,” as he 
thinks, and also, allow me. to add, to distract the at- 
tention of the masses from a much more difficult 
problem of statesmanship which their feeble minds 
seem incapable of grappling, to wit: The great labor 
question; or, capital and labor, and how to harmo- 
nize them. What do they. care for except party? 
They very well remember that war made their party 
what it was. And so long as there was a people to 
plunder it thrived. , 

Of course another war, also brought about, as the 
last one was, by lashing the religious prejudices of 
the people to frenzy, will giv them another section 
of our country to plunder, and while such war is pro- 
gressing they will roll up their eyes just as sacti- 
moniously and pray their God just as fervently to aid 
them to abolish the institution of polygamy as they 
did when they besought his aid during the last war 
to abolish the institution of slavery, notwithstanding 
that same God established both. An unchangeable 
God to be sure! But I forgot; unchangeable, per- 
haps, only in respect to cruelty. 

In ancient times he did not care much for people 
who did not believe as „his chosen people then did. 
So he ordered that they be exterminated— men, 
women, and children. And why should he care for 
the Mormon people? They don’t believe as the 
great majority of his self-styled chosen people of to- 
day do, and so of course they should be despoiled of 
their property, their homes made desolate, their 
women outcasts, and their children orphans and 
bastards. And all the people will say, Amen and 
amen! And when this is accomplished it will be 
considered as an evidence of the great civilization of 
the nineteenth century! Yea, verily! Is man’s 
inhumanity to man never to cease? O Liberty! 
what crimes are perpetrated in thy name! 

Greenpoint, Feb. 15, 1886. R. M. Rozsixsox. 


—9—9—9— 


* Suaviter in Modo, Fortiter in Re.” 
Burnett G. Haskell, editor of the Truth, has gone to Port- 
land, Oregon, to help remove the Chinese. He thus outlines 


‘his intended course: ‘We don't intend to commit any vio- 


lence or precipitate any strife, but we do intend to hav tlie 
Chinese leave Portland. 'The way we intend to remove the 
Chinese is to remove their goods and chattels and. themselvs 
to the wharf, put them on board a steamer sailing for Sau 
Francisco, and say to them: ‘God bless you! You are not 
wanted here. Depart in peace!” 
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The Liberal Club. 


It is beginning to look as if the rainbow painted 
across the sky some. years ago as a sign of fair 
weather was a humbug. The floods continue all 
around. Last Friday evening it rained—not hard, 
but just enough to keep the wayfarer undecided 
whether it was best to put up an umbrella or not. 
The Manhattan Liberal Club held its 399th regular 
meeting that night. The audience was there at 
eight o'clock, but the president came not. Every- 
body sat patiently and waited until half-past eight; 
then the man with the badge-pin went out to get a 
lantern’ to hunt up a presiding officer with, and 
Mr. Langerfeld took the chair to open the meeting. 
Before the latter had time to get in his work Mr. 
Wakeman came in and peeled off his overcoat, and 
Mr. Langerfeld slipped down the steps on the other 
side of the platform. The president explained that 
he was not fortunate enough to belong to the work- 
ing-class who hav regular hours of labor, and he^was 
sometimes obliged to do night work. i 

The secretary said it was too late to read the 
minutes, so the speaker of the evening was introduced 
—Mr. Henry Appleton, of Boston, Scientific An- 


archist. Mr. Appleton is a pleasant-faced, genial 
person, rotund and rubicund. He prefaced his 


speech by saying that he had no dynamite in his 
pockets. He never carried it. Anarchism was a 
sociological principle. Anarchists believed in Kberty 
and the absolute sovereignty of the individual. The 
individual is the actor, the individual is the state, the 
individual is God, the individual is authority every- 
' where. The majority had no right to govern the 
minority. If majority rule is right, then the czar is 
right, because the majority of his subjects believe in 
him. So with the pope, and emperor, and sultan. 
There must be no compulsion; no government with- 
out the consent of the governed. Anarchists believe 
in arbitration, in secession, in sexual freedom, in the 
rights of individuals to unrestricted wealth. Our 
` present defectiv social system should be abolished. 
It is antiquated and full of superstitions. Mr. 
Appleton did not think that it would be safe to re- 
move all restrictions at once. If he knew the re- 
straint of law in New York was to be thrown off that 
night he should slip the town before. morning. 
Anarchists believed in running when it was neces- 
sary. Mx. Appleton also indulged in a few shots at 
Tue Troura Seexer and the Freethinkers, whom he 
denominated “theological Anarchists.” At the close 
of his address the speaker said he had not exhausted 
half the mine of wealth which the subject opened up. 
. The audience were very well pleased with some 
things that Mr. Appleton had said, and applauded 
him frequently. He has a habit when speaking of 
bringing his hands together with a loud pop, and 
Madam Delescluze, who is a professional elocutionist, 
noted this, and said that he was certainly an Anar- 
chist in oratory. Mr. Appleton is nevertheless a good 
and effectiv speaker, and has much truth to tell. 
Along with doses of that sort of Socialism in which 
the individual is absorbed and assimilated by society, 
the protests of Anarchists can be taken with good 
results. : 

Mr. Langerfeld has not frequented the club of late 
as much as he did formerly, but the announcement 
of an Anarchist brought him out. He wanted to 
know what the speaker had been discoursing about. 
Rights, said Mr. Langerfeld, are sociological institu- 
tions. As individuals we hav no rights. The speaker 
of the evening had said a good deal about what he 
didn’t want, but not à word about what he did want. 
Having said further that “ the Trura Srrxer fellows” 
were trying to destroy much that was good and 
worthy of preservation, Mr. Langerfeld bowed and 
took his seat. 

Mr. Putnam followed. He said that Freethinkers 
went a long way with Mr. Appleton in rejecting au- 
thority, but they held to the necessity of a govern- 
ment, secular in form, and of just sufficient scope to 
protect, as Blackstone has it, the rights of the indi- 
vidual. Mr. Putnam would ask what Mr. Appleton 
would do with a man who would not consent to arbi- 
tration, or who, having consented to arbitration, 

` refused ‘to abide by the decision. Would it not be 
come necessary, in such case, to assert authority over 
him? Also if aman had small-pox and refused to 
leave the community and isolate himself temporarily, 
would it not be incumbent on society to remove him? 
These were questions which Mr. Putnam yearned to 
hear answered. He believed that if the Anarchist 
invoked authority in the instances cited, he must also 
admit that authority should be invoked in other cases 
where it seemed to be necessary. 

Mrs. Leonard held that we hav had no people on 
earth as yet fit to be given freedom. Women are all 
slaves. We hav too much law, and it is wrested to 
serve the behests of injustice.: If all law were to be 
abolished, Mrs. Leonard believed there could scarcely 
be more misery on earth than there is now. 

Mr. King made a speech and raised numerous 
laughs. His remarks were not materially to the 
point. He has absented himself from the club so 
much of late that he seems to hav lost the capacity 
of grasping great thoughts and handling them in a 


skilful manner. 


and one thing and another, which were embalmed in 
the archives of the club several years ago, and are 
among its least interesting fossils. 

Mr. Appleton had been making copious notes on 
some paper, and when Mr. King had receded he 
laid these upon the desk and proceeded to demolish 
his critics. He bowled them down pretty success- 
fully until he came to Mr. Putnam’s inquiries about 
the citizen who declined to arbitrate. Then he re- 
marked that you couldn’t expect a speaker to meet 
off-hand all the exigencies that would arise in a great 
philosophical system. like Anarchy. He admitted, 
however, that the recusant individual might be mildly 
coerced, but until such individual became obstreper- 
ous his liberty should not be invaded. The speaker 
was grateful to the audience for their kind attention 
and general good behavior; also for the generous 
m they had contributed. 

Thus terminated a very interesting meeting. The 
unsettled condition of the questions raised suggested 
to this writer the loss which the club has sustained 
through the illness of Mr. Andrews, whose remarks 
from its platform hav in days gone by so bridged the 
chasms between contending advocates. Thereis need 
in the organization of some speaker who can at least 
echo the voice of the Great Universal Preacher. 

At the next meeting the Rev. William Lloyd will 
discuss the problem of “Personal Immortality in the 
Light of Science.”’ No one has been appointed to 
meet the reverend gentleman’s arguments on this 
point, and the club has neglected its duty in not del- 
egating its president to attend to that agreeable task, 
which he might be relied upon to do in a satisfactory 
manner. ; : 
a 

' Passing Notes. , 

My recent sickness rendered it necessary that I 
should for a period forego much of my platform 
work. I therefore devoted my time to reading some 
of the literature which has lately been issued by 
some of my co-workers. The first production which 
commanded my attention was Miss Helen Gardener's 
“ Men, Women, and Gods,” with a grand introduction 
by Colonel Ingersoll. This, without exception, isone of 
the most valuable and interesting books that I hav read 
for some time. Miss Gardener has done a noble work, 
and done it wel. Her exposition and defense of the 
rights and true position of woman are unanswerable 
arguments against the arrogant assumptions of cer- 
tain “lords of creation.” In this part of the work 
her demonstration how custom, based upon the 
errors of theology, has kept woman in a state of 
physical degradation and mental serfdom, is followed 
by such a powerful vindication of the capability and 
the rightful status of the feminin sex as wil com- 
mend itself to the approval of all lovers of truth and 
justice. : 

In her emphatic impeachment of the creeds and 
doetrins of the churches, Miss Gardener has exhib- 
ited a skill and power that but few older in the ranks 
of theological warfare could equal. 

In the latter part of the work an array of his- 
torical facts are given in correction of stereotyped 
theological errors that should appall those who hav 
hitherto been misled by orthodox pretensions. This 
grand contribution to Freethought literature cannot 
be over-estimated as a comprehensiv exposé of long- 
cherished delusions and a complete vindication of the 
necessity and duty of the unfettered exercise of 
reason and mental freedom. 

It is needless to say that Miss Gardener’s style of 
writing is of the most finished order—light, without 
being frivolous; humorous, without being offensiv, 
and argumentativ, without being wearisome. 
Throughout the entire work she is graceful in man- 
ner, chaste in expression, and brilliant in conception. 
Her sentences are as charming to the refined taste as 
they are instructiv to the cultwred intellect. Miss 
Gardener has allied with these very rare features an 
earnestness and boldness that giv immense force to 
her work. She says what she means, and undoubt- 
edly means what she says. With her no topic is too 
sacred to be discussed, and no, opinion too hallowed 
to be respectfully criticised. Women’ should read 
this book to inform themselvs of their past history 
and their present duty. Men should peruse it to 
learn the wrongs they hav countenanced and the 
rights now demanded of them. The rising genera- 
tion should study it for the purpose of knowing the 
path to avoid and the course to adopt to make them 
real men and women in the future of the world’s 
greatness. 

Having carefully read Mr. Remsburg's “ Sabbath- 
Breaking,” I hav no hesitation in saying that it is 
unique of its kind. So far as I am aware there is no 
other work upon this subject either in England or 
Ameriea that contains so much valuable information 
upon the subject treated as does Mr. Remsburg’s 
pamphlet. 'The numerous facts are compiled with 
great care and discrimination, and placed before the 
reader with a vigor that is peculiarly the writer's own. 
The popular orthodox notion that the Sabbath is à 
divine institution, and that Christians hav always re- 


He expressed some antiquated no- 
| tions about the continuity of the race, and solidarity, 


garded it as such is proved beyond a doubt to be 
erroneous, and the charge that Secularists desire to 
destroy the Sunday is most ably refuted. Mr. Rems- 
burg is a solid writer, and whatever he undertakes to 
write he does it well. 
his achievement in giving to the world truths in ref- 
erence to the Sabbath question, which were pre- 
viously too little known. 


its contents. 
I am glad to learn that there is a great demand for 


the Truta SEEKER ANNUAL for the present year; ibis | 


an encyclopedia of information to the Secular party. 
Apart from the portraits of European Freethinkers, 
and “numerous other illustrations," the facts and 


figures given in its pages as to money exacted by the - 


churches, and the article on “ The Religion of Crime,” 
are worth more than what is charged for the ANNUAL. 
The trustworthy account of “How Voltaire Died” 
should be in possession of every member of the 
American Secular Union. It is a convincing answer 
to the oft-repeated falsehoods and slanders of the 


church, and its blind devotees, as to the last days of- 


Voltaire. Those who wish a calender giving a fund 
of Secular information; a knowledge of the growth 
of Freethought in America, Australia, and in other 
parts of the world ; also specially arranged statistics 
on a variety of subjects, should secure a copy of the 
well printed Truru SEEKER ANNUAL for 1886. 

The “Agnostic Annual,” published in London, 
England, copies of which I see can be had from Tur 
TRUTH SEEKER office, givs an excellent idea of Agnos- 
ticism as expounded in the old country. It contains 
articles from some of the ablest English advocates of 
this particular phase of thought. 

While writing I wish to intimate to friends that, 
having entirely recovered from my late indisposition, 
I am again activ in the lecturing field, speaking 
nearly every night in the Northwest. In April I go 


to Canada to fulfil a six weeks’ engagement; from | 


thence I take a trip to England. In August I shall 
return to the States, and, after spending a few weeks 
in the East, commence a lengthy tour through the 


West, commencing in Chicago the first week in Octo-. 


ber. All applications for lectures in the Western 
states should be addressed to me care of Mr. A. D. 
O'Neill, 107 Park avenue, Chicago, Ill, who will see 
that all arrangements are made during my absence. 
Chicago, Feb. 18, 1886. CuanLES Warts. 


HO a A 
The Statue to Giordano Bruno at Rome. 


Mamxora Hor Springs, Wromine) 
: (YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL Park), Feb. 1, 1886. j 
Giordano Bruno was burned at the.stake in the city of 
Rome on February 17th, 1600. His heresies are now taught 
in all our schools as matters of scientific fact. He was 
therefore the first martyr for science and the new civilization. 
It is proposed to erect a statue to his memory on the spot 
where-his body was consumed to ashes. It is hoped that 
America and the United States of America will make a gen- 
erous donation toward such a monument. , We are the heirs 
of the truths he promulgated; we reap the benefits of his 
courage and self-sacrifice in their behalf; we revere his 
name and would consecrate his memory ; we would transmit 
his revelations to posterity and his virtue and heroism as 
worthy examples to those who love truth and the human 
race. To this end we subscribe as follows: 


G. L. Henderson and family, Mammoth Hot Springs... $2.00 


E. Lamartine...................... x 1.00 
By a Friend..............eeenee n .. 1.00 
W. C. Douglas.......... EAE s .. 1.00 
David Rhode.................... ! n .. 1.00 
W. A. Donnahoo............... A s .. 1.00 
Jack Barronett, Barronett, Wy. T........... eee 1.00 
W. C. Cannon.. $i E er deseuageaies e 1.00 

'Total............. ————— T . $9.00 


In addition to the above, which shows well how 
subscriptions should be obtained, the following hav 
been received since the last report: 


By Professor Thomas Davidson's lecture before the Literary 
Association of Mr. Chadwick’s church, Brook- 


oM B ——Ó€—— À€M $14.55 
Professor Davidson's further donation.................... 2.00 
C. MceMenemny, Blair, Neb.............eeeeeeeeee 1.00 
E. E. Cross, Decatur, Ill....................... eene 2.00 
Andrew H. H. Dawson, New York city.................. 1.00 
C. H. Butterfield, North Andover, Mass.................. 1.00 
Frederic Braden, Boston, Mass......................-. weeks 1.00 
V Milani, Pittsburgh. Pa. (per Mr. Mendum).......... 1.00 
l 82.55 

Heretofore acknowledged, including $5 by Miss M. a 
Goddard... eee eei ere eterno euo eo Pe ooa ago 451.88 
Totals ts ona dn) cena eot $484.48 


This leaves $515.57 still due on the promis of $1,000 
from America for this statue. Please to send it for- 
ward. 

The news from Rome, as found in the newspapers 
sent.to me, is encouraging, The committee, relying 
upon the promis of $1,000 from America, hav applied 
to the municipality of the city for a site upon which 
to erect the statue. They hav no doubt but that this 
request will be granted. A celebration of the mar- 
tyrdom of Bruno (February 17, 1600) was arranged 
for by the committee, and of it we shall doubtless 
hear good report in due time. Let us show thai 
America will do her part in this great act of histori 
cal justice. T. B. WAKEMAN, 

; 93 Nassau st., New York city. 

New York, Feb. 20, E.m. 286. 


I congratulate my friend upon : 


Every Secularist should .' 
obtain a copy of the pamphlet, and thoroughly study ` 


: cession. 
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The American Secular Anion. 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, President. 
Vice-Presidents: 


HORACE SEAVER, 
WILLIAM ALGIE, 
ROBERT C. ADAMS, 
Tirus L. Brown, 
HELEN H. GARDENER. 


CounTLANDT PALMER, Treas., 
850 Broadway, New York, 
` E. M. MACDONALD, 
. Chair. Fin. Com, 


CHARLES WATTS, 

JOHN E. REMSRURG, 
THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN, 
Martin P. KREKEL, 
JAMES PARTON, 


SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, Bec., 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 
CHARLES B. REYNOLDS, 
air. Ex. Com. 


The Campaign Fund. 


Previously acknowledged................. cesses $1,971.02 
L. C. Geertson.................... 5.00 


Louis Woolfe... 1.00 
E. Peterson........... 2.00 
Wesley Milliken..... 2.00 
Martin Miller ..... 1.00 
Kate P. Wolfard..........,..... eese 1.00 
D. Wolfard.... 5e erre oo tenen et nori 1.00 
Ve ribs ERATUM 1.00 
W. H. Pearce........ 10.00 
B. W. Brock way.....:cs..cceiccosssveccescensonsrsesscceneess 2.00 
Mi GO. Cottin ger. 3. 12e roce torio e eter pip s x: 1.00 
Harry S. Beesley... 2.50 
Miss Rast.......... q : 1.00 
Mr. Broecker..... | ess 1.00 
Mr. Ramstetter... » per Mrs. Helen Celler 4 ......... 1.00 
Mr. Neet.......... eec Tee m ttes 1.00 
Mrs. Wagner...... ETRS 1.00 

Tota sariei esebes A $2,005.53 


5. 


o 


News and Notes. 
, S. P. PUTNAM'S WESTERN TOUR. 
S. P. Putnam will lecture at Pittsburgh, March 
14th; at Chicago, March 21st; and Omaha, March 
28th; and from thence proceed westward by the 
Union Pacific railroad to Ogden and Salt Lake City. 


Prepess Paip.—M. P. Thurston, $5; Judge G. W. Lewis, 


? 


‘He will remain several weeks in Utah, and it is ex- 


pected that meetings will be held in every county in 
the territory, aad the Liberal issues of the day will 
be thoroughly discussed. Mr. Putnam will, if possi- 
ble, extend his route to California, and it is desirable 
that the Liberals of the Pacific states communicate 
with him at once in order to make arrangements for 
lectures in their vicinity. 

It is of great importance that Liberals make use of 
this lecture trip of the secretary of the Union to 
awake interest in their own communities and to aid 
the general movement. The secretary will giv every 
week “News and Notes” of his experience, and by 
this means the strength of the movement will be bet- 
ter understood ; there will be a more cordial acquaint- 
anceship among the Freethinkers of the country; the 
organizations, both national and local, will gain more 
power, harmony of purpose will prevail, and thus our 
ideas will receive the increased consideration of the 
public. The following is the list of subjects of the 
lectures by the secretary, and friends can select the 
themes which in their judgment will be best adapted 
to the special wants of their own communities: 

*'The Demands of Humanity." 

* The New Heaven and Earth." 

“The American Secular Union: 
Methods.” 

“The Philosophy of Freethought.” 

“ The Secular Sunday a Day of Rest.” 

“The Glory of Infidelity.” 

* Universal Mental Liberty: What it Is and How 
to Achieve It.” 

“ Individualism: Its Necessity and, Safety." 

“The Foundation of Morality.” 

In making arrangements for lectures, it is best, if 
possible, to arrange for two or three evenings in suc- 
In this way more interest will be excited, 
and there can be a better presentation of those ideas 
which lie at the basis of our movement. Not only 
must these ideas be understood fully in themselvs, 
but also in their many relations to human life and to 
the social framework. | 

Our work involves not only reconstruction, but 
construction itself. It involves profoundly revolu- 
tionary processes both of thought and action: It re- 
quires the most thorough study to grasp the full 
meaning of that method of truth and art to which 
the Freethought movement is committed. To dis- 
cover truth is a great thing. To know how to dis- 
cover it is of the first importance. To know how to 
apply it is of even greater importance, How to liv 
the best; how to get the most out of this world; 
how to unfold from seience the forms of art, so that 
life is one with beauty—this is what must keep even 
the best furnished mind most constantly activ. He 
who has nothing new to learn has indeed a very poor 
prospect before him. The spirit of Liberalism im- 
pels every individual, no matter how much he has ac- 
quired, to continual progress. 

The more books we hav, the more lectures, the 
more contributions from all quarters to our Liberal 
papers, the more thought and agitation there are, the 
better will the process of enlightenment go on. It 
is to behoped, therefore, that the instrumentalities 
of progress—the book, the platform, and the paper— 
will receive the generous support of those who, being 


Its Aims and 
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free from superstitious motiv, are actuated by those 
which are wholly humanitarian. 

The following from Utah indicates the work to be 
done: l 


Friznp PurNAM: We are looking forward with much 
hope to your expected visit to Utah, and its results. With 
the commotion now here, we think it a good time to advance 
Liberal principles, and organize the Liberal element into 
working order. Yours, for progress, H. W. Hareir. 


Luke W. Gallup, of Springville, Utah, writes : 


Ireceived your letter of the 9th; was -glad to hear from 
you, and read the resolute spirit that prompts you to act in 
the cause of human progress. We all need more of the de- 
sire to be up and doing, and to make things count in every 
way we can. A few are now in the field fighting for our 
rights.. I expect to do all that my circumstances here will 
allow of, and will visit those whom I think will respond to 
the call. Labor and money are both needed. ‘I hav some- 
thing of the former at my disposal—of the latter not so much. 
It is scarce with me as well as with others. I shall be glad 
to meet you and hear you. Iam in for our cause and its ad- 
vancement all the time. 


‘Liberal friends will thus see the earnestness of our 
allies in Utah, and that they are willing to do their 
best for the cause. It wil be seen, however, that 
they need the coöperation of the whole body of Lib- 
erals in order that the work in the frontier fields may 
be most effectually sustained. So far as labor is con- 
cerned, our friends in Utah will do their full share in 
aid of the secretary of the Union. But they cannot 
furnish all the sinews of war to enable the secretary 
to make the best of his fighting chance. It is hoped: 
that those who can will giv substantial aid to this 
enterprise, the results of which may be so fruitful in 
the hereafter. 

A veteran Liberal has gone. Several years ago, 
while laboring in the West, I met this friend Lewis 
Grant, Sr., and admired his courageous radicalism. 
He was for many years a resident of Vincennes, Ind. 
The News of that city says: 


** Hundreds of friends and admirers assembled to pay a 
last tribute of respect to the memory of a man of whom it 
can be said he died without an enemy. If ever a man lived 
who was honest in his views, that man was Lewis Grant, Sr. 
Whenever he saw a fellow-being in distress he did all in his 
power to relieve him. Every act in his life was filled with 
charity, which he dispensed with a lavish hand. Men, 
women, and children of every creed paid him homage, and 
the chief mourners, aside from his own family, were people 
who differed from him in politics and religion." Tk 


Hon. O. F. Baker, himself a Liberal, whose friend- 
ship we hav enjoyed in past days, delivered an 
eloquent and affecting oration at the grave. The 
city officials, members of the council, fire department, 
police, every employé of the O. and M. shops, where 
Mr. Grant had been foreman, and other citizens com- 
posed the concourse that was present. Mr. Baker said: 


In the old, old way, sorrow, standing voiceless beside the 
cleft earth soon to enfold the loved one, listens for the faint- 
est token, if but an echo from beyond. As the dead giv us 
back no whisper from the eternal dream, neither studied ora- 
tion, ancient legend, nor sacred script can bestow upon us 
more than the faint spray of hope. ! 

He was a man, and the spirit of such a one goeth upward. 
It may not be through parted clouds and broken skies, but 
just as he hath cooled the face of toil, lit with gladness the 
brow of sorrow, and sweetened the bitter cup of adversity, 
all that remains of him ascends to the hights of man’s con- 
ception of good. Hs intellect was strong, clear, and brave. 
The universe of thought contained no caverns he dared not 
explore, it reared no peaks he was not brave enough to desire 


to scale. In the pursuit of truth he was not awed by the 
burning bush, or ceased to investigate when upon holy 
ground. 


Without subscribing to a belief in the existence of an 
offended deity to be appeased by works of charity, he gave 
abundantly to the needy, and administered comforts to the 
unfortunate. Without fear of the frowns of a supreme 
being he shunned all intemperance and hardness of heart, 
and lived unstained by vice. Without proof, he could not 
believe, but without such belief he was honest, pure, dili- 
gent, faithful, loving, and helpful. 

Let me speak of the dead husband and the loving wife as 
but one, for surely these twain were but one flesh. Loving and 
trusting and sustaining, like a sublime monody, the music 
oftheirlives ran on and on to this open grave—this dark 
spot upon the green sward. Surely in the philosophy of our 
dead brother the universe deserved no grauder destiny than 
to produce such a love. l 

Over the dark line at our feet our friend has preceded us, 
but he has left us lessons of the highest import for our good. 
In obedience to an oft-expressed wish I pronounce his last 
good words of peace, love, and knowledge to you all who 
stand sorrowing here. To the chambers of memory, the 
palace of echoes, where the perfume -of good deeds never 
fades, I commit his past, and into thy bosom, O provident 
earth, I now commit his dust. 

\ Thus pass the brave and true to their eternal rest. 
We know not and we fear not. There are the tears 
of grief, but not the look of terror. If hope shines 
not, neither does despair curse, and the garden of 
memory hath its deathless flowers. On account of 
other engagements I was obliged to defer my lecture 
at, Albany on Sunday, the 2ist. I shall lecture at 
Newark, Feb. 28th, and Albany, March 7th, and then 
for the “setting sun,” where we hope to rejoice in the 
rising beams of liberty. SauvEL P. PUTNAM. 

— ee 

THERE was a parlor meeting of the members and patrons 
of the Institute of Heredity m and about New York at Dr. 
Foote’s residence, 120 Lexington avenue, corner East 
Twenty-cighth street, on Thursday evening, February 25th. 
Rev. Jesse H. Joncs, of Massachusetts, secretary of the Insti- 
tute of Heredity, gave the opening address upon ** Marriage 
and Parentage,” in continuation of the consideration of the 
subject presented at the Jannary meeting. 


Lectures and Meetings. 

Mrs. H. S. LAKE and husband, Prof. W. F. Peck, who 
hav been speaking for the Spiritual Society of Cincinnati 
during the month of February, hav been reüngaged for 
March. 

Ox Sunday evening, February 14th, J. E. Remsburg lect- 
ured in the Opera House at Geneseo, Ill., to an audience of 
seven hundred. It was estimated that the aggregate attend- 
ance of the thirteen churches of the town on the same even- 
ing was less than three hundred. 


W. F. Jamieson has received a lecture call to Wentworth, 
Dakota, which wil be his third visit there. The Dakota 
Liberals are requested to address him at Wentworth, as he 
will deliver lectures in the territory until the first of April. 
Mr. Jamieson should be addressed at Lake City, Minn. 
Elder Hill is afraid to meet Jamieson in debate. Mr. Jamie- 
son has challenged all the clergy of that region to meet him. 
He will soon be on his way northward, at present is lectur-, 
ing at Elmo, Mo., Silver City, Iowa, and Omaha, Neb. . The 
Omaha Liberals want to hire him for a year. 


Mr. Cuarrzs Wars has been having a good time of it in 
Pittsburgh, Chicago, and surrounding districts. He has been 
speaking nearly every night, and his audiences hav been 
large and enthusiastic. 'The following are his engagements 
previous to his leaving in May for a trip to England: March 
9d and 8d, Salem, Ohio; 4th and 5th, Scio, Ohio; Sunday, 
Yth, Pittsburgh, Pa.; Sunday, 14th, to 21st, Philadelphia and 
districts; ‘March 28th and every Sunday in April, Toronto, 
Ont. Friends in Canada who hav not already arranged with 
Mr. Watts for week night lectures during April should at 
once communicate with him at 82 Berkeley street, Toronto, 
Ont., Canada. 


IT is not often the citizens of Newton hav the privilege of 
listening to so instructiv, learned, and logical a dissertation 
as was given them last night at Music Hall by Mr. Remsburg. 
His subject was the ‘‘Sabbath.”” He demonstrated by indu- 
bitable evidence that Christ and his apostles did not observe 
the Jewish Sabbath as a sacred day; that they did not en- 
join its observance upon others, or institute any other sacred 
day in its place; and that for a long period afterwards the 
early Christians observed no uniform sacred day. It was 
shown that thc Emperor Constantine, whose hands reeked 
with the blood of his own relativs, including his wife and 
son, established the Christian Sabbath by edict, his reason 
for selecting the first day of the week being because he could 
enforce its observance better than any other day, since many 
of his semi-barbarous subjects already worshiped the sun on 
that day. From this comes the Christian Sunday. Coming 
from such a source, of course it is a holy day! Mr. Rems- 
burg closed by dealing some telling blows against our statu- 
tory enactments, which make it a criminal offense for others 
than the clergy to labor on this day.—Wewton Daily Repub- 
licam. 


S. R. WzrHERILL, secretary of the Jobstown, N. J., Secular 
Union, writes: “On Sunday, the 14th inst., the Jobstown 
Secular Union had two lectures delivered by Mr. and Mrs. 
Reynolds, which were well attended. In the afternoon Mrs. 
F. C. Reynolds delivered her able lecture, entitled: ‘Reasons 
for the Religion of Humanity,’ which was pronounced by 
our best-read members to be a splendid lecture and very 
original. There has not been any outside criticism, all agree- 
ing that she was a good talker, but did not like her doctrin. 
All the orthodox folks that were there think that she told 
the truth, but still they could not agree with her. How 
could they and still be faithful? I think all Secular Unions 
would do well to hav Mrs. Reynolds to deliver lectures for 
them, judging by tlie impression she left here. In the even- 
ing the lion from the tribe of Judah, C. B. Reynolds, gave us: 
his lecture, entitled, ‘Salvation,’ and when he finished all 
present felt as if they could be saved without the blood of 
Jesus, as it is disputed that he shed any, or if he did it was 
pretty well watered. After his lecture a collection was taken 
to establish tlie Jobstown Secular Union Library, at which 
twenty-five dollars was raised, and we propose to keep the 
balla rolling. We only wish we could hav Mr. and Mrs. 
Reynolds to talk for us every Sunday.” 


Mrs. F. C. RzxNorps spoke on Friday evening, Feb. 19th, 
at Industrial Hall, Philadelphia. Prof. Wm. Seymour, Mr. 
Harker, and others, who, despite all opposition and dis- 
couragements, made especial efforts, determined to afford 
the friends an opportunity to hear Mrs. Reynolds, and their 
endeavors were crowned with grand success. The hall was 
filled. This was only the second time of Mrs. Reynolds's ap- 
pearance asa public speaker. She delighted her audience, win- 
ning words of eulogy and praise, and $22 financial testimony 
of appreciation. From Philadelphia, in company with Mr. 
Reynolds, she went to Boonton, N. J., where Mr. Reynolds 
was engaged to speak on the evening of Saturday, Feb. 20th, 
also on Sunday afternoon following, Mrs. Reynolds Sunday 
evening. Mrs. Reynolds's lecture was well attended, and the 
people were not only anxious to hear but also to see what à 
woman looked like who dared speak in public against relig- 
ion. And some a shade of sadness wore because she said 
nothing to shock the most delicate. These are the first Lib- 
eral lectures delivered in Boonton. Mr. Reynolds writes: 
“We find earnest, whole-souled Liberals here, who love the 
cause, and who show their faith by their works. The whole’ 
family of A. M. Booth, whose hospitality we are enjoying, is 
of this kind, a family of ability and culture. At their home 
Tuesday evening, the friends of the cause meet for the organ- 
ization of a Boonton Secular Union, for which purpose we 
stay over until the following Wednesday, when we cross the 
mountains by private conveyance, and Mrs. Revnolds and 
myself speak to the people of Bloomingdale. Mr. George 
Cramer, from that place, walked across the mountains, a 
distance of nine miles, to be present at our lectures, aud, at 
his solicitation, we speak there." Applications for lectures 
should be addressed care of Tar Truri SkERER office. 
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Comiyunications. 


Pessimism by an Optimist. 


The one great overwhelming tragedy of universal 
existence in all space and during all time, towering 
far above all minor catastrophes as the Sierras soar 
in magnitude far above the Indian huts planted at 
their base, consists in the lamentable fact of the 
abstract existence of individual life, sensation, and 
consciousness in general. When the physical condi- 
tioüs'of a planet first are favorable to the evolution 
of animal life, then the age of serene peace is supple- 
mented by an age consisting in large proportion of 
the pangs of individual struggle, misery, and woe, 
culminating often in the anguish and affliction only 
experienced by the highest type of men and women. 

The great imaginary boon, now and ever sought 


` and hoped for by existing humanity, of life, long life 


y 


—which morbid desire has even resulted in the un- 
reasonable hope and almost universal faith in an end- 
less, miraculous kind of an existence—is in fact a 
condition and an experience most lamentable and, to 
say the least, very undesirable, and which to the phi- 
losopher is only endurable on account of his absolute 
knowledge that death, to him, ends all. Fortunately 
puny man’s most unreasonable longings, prompted 
by his ignorance and egotism, can never be realized. 
Unconscious but arbitrary laws of nature usher him 
into existence precisely as the lower order of animals 
are ushered into existence—as the rose is created in 
its fragrant beauty, the oak in its giant strength, or 
the ripple on the water—without motiv or volition, 
without choice or consultation concerning when, 
where, how, whence, or whither; permit him to stay 
a very short time comparativly, often force him— 
also sadly against his wishes—to witness the evi- 
dences of his decay in his wrinkled brow, gray hairs, 
and other deformities; gently beckon him to make 
room for his offspring, then kindly usher him back 


into that eternal and blessed condition of uncon- 


j time to come, and no recourse. 


sciousness wherein he was previous to his début 
among the living upon this or other planets. 

Between the vast periods of beginningless time 
preceding man’s existence and the equally endless 
period of time sure to follow his existence, man exists 
but fora moment. As no reasonable claim has ever 
been made by the millions of votaries who now so 
fondly cling to a hope in an eternal life that they hav 
existed during the eternity preceding their birth as 
the identical individuals they now represent, so they 
should not claim a purely miraculous existence—en- 
tively beyond scientific research and human under- 
standing—during all the eternity to come, after the 
body which gave them origin and individuality has 
been swept away and is no more. And as no claim 
has ever been made that the eternal condition of 
non-existence preceding the origin of man is a calam- 
ity or an evil to the man who is yet to be—who as 
yet does not exist—so no reasonable claim can be ad- 
vanced insisting that non-existence after death or ab- 
solute annihilation of the individual can possibly be a 
tragedy or a calamity to him who at the very moment 
he dies entirely ceases to exist, and consequently then 
can no more realize good or evil conditions than those 
who will liv a thousand years hence can realize them 
now. 

Conditions previous to and after man’s existence 
are identical. At the moment of death to him the 
universe is virtually extinguished. All relationships 
cease, all sources of joy and misery end. Nothing 
can be good or evil to him who has returned to un- 
conscious dust. 

Then why weep for the dead? As well weep for 
the non-existence of the unborn as mourn over the 
non-existence of the dead. Weep for the treasure 
you hay lost, mourn over your own affliction, pity 
your own loneliness, but. envy the dear one whose 
struggle is over, and rejoice that your darling has 
entered conditions of eternal peace! 

Death is sleep. Do you dread sleep? Supposing 
you should go to sleep to-night and, perchance, never 
awaken, could any condition possibly be a calamity 
to you of which you could never be conscious? 

No, I never pity the dead. On the contrary, a 
silent feeling of envy comes over me in their presence. 
But when I behold the infant in its cradle I involun- 
tarily pity its sad fate and think of Schiller’s ominous 
verse: 

Ihm ruhen noch im Zeitenschoose 
Die schwartzen und die heiteren Loose. 

Indeed, I would not liv always. The ‘desire is 

madness, the demand absurd. Do you know, my 
friend, what eternal existence implies? It means 
life, unconditional life, during all the ages of endless 
“ Liv, hv, liv for 
ever ?” is the terrible decree. “Never die” There 
will be no choice, no alternativ. If immortality is a 
fact, death is impossible. If nature decrees no 
death, your wishes or longings cannot expunge this 
law or you cannot violate this order of nature. You 
cannot die if you want to. No, not even take your 
own life by violence, for remember you are immortal. 
An immutable fate will say to you: “Thou shalt liv 
forever—must liv forever and ever, Thon canst not 


die though thou may desire it. Liv, liv, liv! No rest, 
no death for thee!” Yes, my friend, no matter what 
conditions may surround you during the cycles of 
ages to come, no matter how tired you may be of ex- 
istence, if immortality is true, you are doomed to liv 
—damned to liv, and cannot die! 

Poor wretch! Your greed has made you mad, and 
you would scorn a fate of eternal peace, which is an 
infinit blessing in comparison to the impossible, and 
fictitious happiness you seek in eternity. 

These views will be pronounced decidedly pessi- 
mistic, yet I claim to be an optimist in every sense of 
the word. I concede to no one greater appreciation 
of life and the beauties of the world we liv in, greater 
proportion of happiness, and a more benign degree 
of contentment than I enjoy myself. I love the 
beauties of nature and the grand achievements of art, 
poetry, and continually study to utilize every minute, 
hour, and day of my life conduciv to my happiness. 
And I enjoy my “religion.” If I did not, and for a 
moment could entertain the idea that others found a 
greater degree of contentment in theirs, I should 
never again raise my voice or pen in proclaiming my 
views to the world. But I think the degree of hap- 
piness I find in this true gospel of nature and science 
is so infinitly more comforting than all beliefs in 
myths and miracles that I seek happiness in pro- 
claiming it “from the house-tops” upon every occa- 
sion. I believe the happiness the Christian as well 
the Spiritualist derives from his belief is fictitious 
&nd deceiving. I hav been there, and judge from ex- 
perience. If I believed such strange and mystic doc- 
trins now, I should, indeed, feel a terrible restraint 
from taking the fatal leap! 

I believe the average lot of man -not worth living, 
and once dead I would prefer not again to take my 
chances in the battle. As I said before, I consider 
life a calamity, but once being placed in the ranks of 
warriors, I consider it a duty we owe to our family, 
to our country, and to humanity, to fight the battle 
to the best of our ability, and thus contribute our 
mite toward the happiness of the race. 

And, lastly, I insist upon it that any condition of 
heavenly or spiritual continual bliss is absolutely un- 
thinkable, especially when deprived of the many 
pleasures incident to the gratification of the physical 
man. And of these—our bodies being denied us— 
we, of course, will be deprived. No happy relation- 
ship of husband and wife, parent and child, will be 
possible. No lovely children growing up to cheer us 
on our lengthy journey. We will be profoundly.im- 
pressed with the recollection of all our earthly joys, 
but alas! of necessity, shall be deprived of all of them 
in the sweet by and by. What our occupation will 
be to make life endurable and a satisfactory source of 
happiness during countless millions of years when 
not struggling for the necessities of life, for wife, 
children, and the comforts of home, I, for, one, 
could never learn. Nude spirits sweeping through 
the tempests and storms of our mundane sphere to 
act as guarding angels perhaps to those who hav for- 
gotten them, or are now clasping substitute wives or 
husbands in their arms, or hovering around loved 
ones they cannot reach except, through strange 
mediums and strange conditions, are not greatly to be 
envied; and otherwise astronomy or Spiritualism has 
so far sadly failed to reveal to us the mythical spirit- 
land. In fact, the conflicting reports from these 
sources concerning vital points upon which there 
could not possibly be any dispute, if based upon fact, 
largely tends to establish the whole thing asa sad 
delusion founded upon hopes and desires, and a rem- 
nant of old Bible theology. ‘Orro WETTSTEIN. 

Rochelle, IU., Feb. 1, 1886. 

>to 
Materialism. 

The Materialistic conceptions of recent thinkers 
are radically different from those usually attributed 
to them by orthodox and Spiritualistic opponents. 
The Materialistic generalities of the present are not 


‘cold, icy, and barren, as so many suppose, but a warm 


vital principle pervades the Materialism of our times. 
The universe is all there is, and there is nothing out- 
side it. It is composed of space and the matter that 
occupies it. Matter has certain inherent properties 
that shape it into visible and invisible forms. Among 
the properties of matter are form, density, and iner- 
tia. Matter is organized by a something: called force, 
and we know of its existence only in its association with 
matter. They are mutually coexistent, coequal, and 
interdependent, hence we conclude that force is also 
but a property of matter. Matter must exist in some 
form, and those forms are assumed through the action 
of its inherent properties. So far as we lmow, all 

matter is composed of four primary constituent ele- 
ments, and the combination and association of those 
elements produce all the forms in nature. A *con- 
stant course of procedure" in those formations we 
designate by the term “law.” Law does not create, 
nor is it a cause, but it is an effect. Matter is not 
inert and lifeless, but it.possesses the power of self- 
organization when the conditions of its environment 
are propitious. Matter, by its attraction and grav- 
ity, assumes certain forms, and if the influence ex- 
erted by other organized bodies of matter is suffi- 


-| porated into different organisms. 


cient, these forms organize into life. As surrounding 
conditions modify, life changes. It must adapt itself 
to environment, which is but the influence of exter- 
nal organized bodies of matter. As environment 
modifies, only the modified survives, while the un- 
changed must become obsolete. 
tible and non-creatable—has always existed in some 
form and always will exist. Its forms are constantly 
changing, and the same particles of matter are, incor- 
All organisms were 
the result of modifications of the primal organization 
and hav attained their differentiation by the survival 
of those most nearly adapted to environment. Force, 


being a property of matter, is also indestructible. | It: ` 


is easily transposed into different manifestations, but 
it is never destroyed. 

All the operations of nature are characterized by a 
readjustment and equalization. Nothing is lost but 
individual organization. Nature's operations are one 


continuous change of individualities into universal. > 


ities, and vice versa. Matter livs, but specific organ- 
ization is lost, and the motion of molecules that, sus- 


tain organization is dissipated and reasserts itself in ` 


other forms. 

Mind is potential energy in. the ae and cannot 
be conceived except in association with matter. Mind 
is force, and, again, force is a property of matter and 
cannot exist apart from it. 


- Life is nothing but organized and animated matter, ` 


which is but another name for force, which is but a 
property of matter; hence we conclude that life is 
force and a property of matter. Life then must ex- 
ist as long as matter, but, being force, it differentiates 
as force. 

Matter thus goes on with deslsietion and repro. 
duction, and always with the certainty of equaliza- 
tion. This I conceive to be the opinion of modern 
Materialism. It will thus be seen that matter is not 
viewed as lifeless and inert, but that it “possesses 
the promis and potency of every form and quality of 
life "—that it is the universal mother that brings all 


-things forth as the products ‘of her own womb. In 


such Materialism I conceive nothing degrading or 
demoralizing. But in my humble judgment such 
conceptions would harmonize ideas that are now in 
antagonism, and be altogether the most rational con- 
ception of all things in aggregate and detail. 

G. F. Rivewarr. 


—— — eM 
Christianity and Savagery. . 

What has the world gained by Christianity and 
civilization? Immensely in chicanery of every sort. 
Immensely in hypocrisy in every shape. Immensely 
in crime of every variety. Immensely in everything 
that is off color morally. 

Crimes that never were heard of or dreamed of in 
paganism and savagery flaunt themselvs in the face 
and eyes of Christianity. They thrive and grow 
apace and multiply malgre Christian civilization. 

Christianized beings practice criminality knowingly, 
and with malice aforethought; practice it as they 
practice law and medicin, for a living, and because 
naturally inclined in that direction. Yet are Fiey 
Christianized and civilized. 

The crimes of savagery are few comparativly. ‘in 
its lexicon of morals crime has scarce a foothold, 
compared with its solid standing in that of civilized 
Christianity. : 

Christianity can “see” the crimes of savagery and 
“oo better” 


measure a “fine art.” Christianity commits murder 
in the most unique, savagery in the simplest and 
most primitiv way. 

The Christian kills his foe pr em/ditatedly and es- 
capes justice on the plea of emotio£ &al insanity, know- 
ing, however, that he is a murderer. The savage 
kills his foe in rage, or kills from impulse, settling 


with the family of the defunct by giving up a few’ 


heads of cattle, according to said defunct’s valuation 
in the community. This squares matters, and he 
does not for a moment think he is a murderer. 
Therein lies the difference between the Christian and 
the savage. 

Christian civilization has produced kings like 
Bomba, popes like Borgia, presidents like Hayes, 
generals like Butler, statesmen like Tabor, financiers 
like Ward, cormorants like -Gould, toadies like Sir 
Cyrus, bankers like Fish, divines like Nero, clowns 
like Talmage, moral reformers like Comstock, F ates 
like Sullivan, liars like Sharp, come-by-chai.ces like 
Squire, and so on «d jinem. Savagery never pro- 
duced anything of the sort. From the Silurian ages 
down to the present day it has not evolved a speci- 
men that would approach within a thousand miler of 
any of the above-named lights of Christianity, JLow 
to be envied is savagery! 


Christianity imprisons the poor debtor even for 


life. Christianity imprisons the unfortunate witness 
of a crime, and for a money consideration—it is ever 
money, money, money with Christianity—allows lib- 
erty to the criminal Savagery does npt thus 
strangely move its wonders to perform. 

Savagery has produced the king of Dahomey, an 
honest man as far as heard about, but from custom 
given to phlebotomy. But there Christianity has let 


‘Matter is indestruc- | 


to an unlimited extent. With Christian- ` 
ity crime is a classic in many of its phases; in a large . 


: pang or qualm of conscience. 
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out more blood than ever did savagery—and for 
Christianity's sake? l 

It is said that on a certain day of every year Da- 
homey’s monarch slaughters—by proxy, of course— 
seven hundred young virgins of the realm, without a 

But this is not from love of butchery and blood, 
‘albeit he takes the blood for cement to be used in the 
building of a sacred temple and for blood-puddings 
for his own immediate family and friends, but from 
custom sanctioned by a long line of predecessors, and 
to which a superstition is attached, as to many Chris- 
tian observances ; a religious observance, in fact, and 
never for a moment thought by him. to be a crime, 
and consequently not a crime in his own eyes or the 
eyes of his people. 

The sovereign aforesaid might, in a piqué, or for a 
purpose, cut a Christian throat with the keen edge 
of a scimeter, but never, I am convinced, would he 
cut a Dahomian throat with the feather edge of a 
‘financial blade, as did Ward the throats of those of 
his own persuasion. | 

Savagery in certain districts has been given to an- 
thropophagy. ‘But this, to the savage mind, is not 
criminal or horrible. He was brought up to the eat- 
ing of “long pig,” and, liking it, ate of it whenever 
it was to be had, a fat missionary being to him as a 
canvas-back to a Christian, the duck par excellence. 
He knows nothing of crime in the matter, and conse- 
quently is not criminal. 


Christianity sends missionaries to the antipodes to’ 


proselytize with the Bible and civilize with New Eng- 
land rum. If not with the Bible, it succeeds with 
the rum, civilizing the savage to drunkenness. 

Savagery does nothing of the sort. It has no de- 
sire to proselytize, and, not seeking for Christianity 
and civilization, stays at home and minds its own 
business, never becoming an intermeddler in the 
affairs of others. Hurrah for savagery ! 

Christianity evolves the prize-fight, the dog-fight, 
etc., etc. It fosters the fox-hunt for the delectation 
of its.fashionables, who run a trapped fox over 
hedges and ditches until it drops, society belles not 
infrequently being “in at the death." 

It sanctions deer hunts (?) in royal forests, where 
the animals are driven up to be slaughtered by royal 
imbecils seated at ease and supplied with weapons by 
sycophants dancing attendance. 

' "These and many more are styled “sports” by civ- 
ilized Christianity. 

Savagery knows nothing of these things, and is to 
be congratulated. ND 

Christianity, as it progresses, becomes more and 
more the master of finesse. To-day it is finessing 
almost wholly in the direction of pelf. Pelf is the 
main dish of its memu, with crimes of various sorts, 


_and “sports,” such as we hav mentioned, let in as 


side dishes, and for illusion's sake. 

With Christianity, such things are possible and 
frequent as the Credit Mobilier and Pan Electric 
scandals. Are they with savagery? No. Happy 
savagery ! l , 

The “untutored savage!” We often read about 
him, and the sentimental weep that he is untutored. 
Weep not. Let him remain as he is. Tutor him up 
to the pdint and practices of Christianity, and ten to 


"one he becomes a hypocrit and villain. 


Better he should remain an ‘“untutored. savage” 
than, becoming tutored, evolve to a Jay Gould, Jake 
Sharp, or anything of the kmd—much better. 

What has Christianity done for the world? Ask of 
the legions everywhere masquerading ih the stolen 
garb of rectitude, who serve the god of greed de- 
voutly, and the God of their imaginations professedly, 
that their own base ends may be accomplished. 

Sr Srokuw. 
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* Nuts for Skeptics to Crack.” 


Just think how loving are our Christian clergymen! 
They think so much of us skeptics that they even giv 


: us" nuts" to crack. Yes, * nuts!" Some one sent me 


a portion of such “nuts,” and I began to crack them. 
From the reputation of Christians as loving and be- 
neficent beings, I expected something good in these 
“nuts.” I thought, “Now, maybe there is some- 
thing in them that will force me to return to the 
sheepfold.” And I cracked away, but, to my great 
surprise, found that they fell to pieces almost before 
Itouched them. Whew! They were rotten! 

Tt is H. L. Hastings that has immortalized himself 
by sending out some of these “nuts.” One lot he 
calls “ Nature and God." The artificial polish he has 
given them renders them very attractiv, and Chris- 
tians, who are by no means in the habit of investi- 
gating the spiritual food they get from their shep- 
herds, swallow the polished “nuts” in sweet 
unconsciousness of their rottenness. 

I hav cracked some of these * nuts," I say, and will 
show to the reader what they contained. 

Hastings says: “ There are Infidels who do not 
believe in a God who judges, punishes, and afflicts. 
They believe in nature and in nature'slaws. But what 
do they gain by the change? Are not ‘the laws of 
nature, as they term them, as immutable as those 
inscribed on tables of stone?” 


This is the first “nut,” and the man who sent it 
thinks the Infidel cannot crack it. But here it is: 
The Infidels gain much by the change. The laws 
of nature are more immutable than “ those inscribed 
on tables. of stone.” Infidels, by believing in the 
laws of nature, and knowing that they are absolutely 
immutable, are more apt to conform to them than 
those who. believe in the laws “ inscribed on tables of 
stone,” and know that even if they do violate them, 
their God, in their imagination, is ready to forgiv. 
Hastings goes on: “ Do not fires burn, floods over- 
whelm, waters drown, earthquakes swallow up, light- 
nings blast?” etc., etc. And, “ Are not toil, and labor, 
and hunger, and famin, and pestilence, and all the 
nameless agonies of dying men in accordance with 
‘the laws of nature?” Does not the God of nature 
do all this? Pray, then, what do men gain by throw- 
ing away their Bibles, which they will not believe, 
when they must find the same facts, and worse ones, 
in the book of nature, where they can neither doubt 
them nor deny them? The facts will stand. . . .” 
And this is the “nut” you would make believe 
is so hard to crack. What strange digestions those 
Christians hay! A thing that falls to pieces of itself, and 
stinks besides, they swallow as a good “nut.” Horror! 
Here, Christian, compare it with a good one, and 
you will.see what a nasty thing it is, if you cannot 
judge of it when you see it alone. The facts of 
nature will stand in spite of the Bible, and when the 
Bible hides some of them, which Hastings implies it 
does, it is doing an irreparable injustice to man and 
to nature’s God. It is because nature displays its 
powers in spite of the teachings of the Bible that we 
(in a sense) throw that book away. For, pray, since 
* fire burns, floods overwhelm,” “ tornadoes desolate, 
tempests destroy,” and all the rest—since all these, to. 


the superstitious, horrible things take place whether. 


you believe in the Bible or not, then pray what 
would be our gain in accepting it? It is just because 
the laws of nature are immutable that it is wise to 


learn them, love them, and conform to them. Strict! 


conformance to the laws of our being would do away 
with “pestilence,” and many of the “nameless ago- 
nies of dying men," which Hastings tells us ave sent 
upon us by the god of nature (sie). 

This orthodox notable goes on: “They (Infidels) 
cannot argue pain out of their bones [can the Chris- 
tian?], misery out of their hearts, nor death out of 
their families.” Can ‘the Christian? In making it 


appear as if Infidels had more misery, and guilt, and. 


condemnation at heart than the Christian, he simply 
errs. If personal testimony can strengthen this state- 
ment, I will say that ever since I began the venture 
of admitting natural truth as against scriptural impo- 
sition, my heart has been at peace, and my happiness 
greatly enhanced. “And sorrow, and guilt, and con- 
demnation,” as Hastings says, ‘will follow them,” not 
however, “in spite of their doubts and skeptical ob- 
jections,” but because, if any of these do follow them, 
they are sent upon them by Christian persecution, or 
in consequence of early Christian foolishness. ‘Then 
what do they gain,” asks his “riverince,” “by their 
efforts to get rid of God?” 
^ The trouble with the last “nut” is that getting 
rid of the Bible as a revelation is not necessarily get- 
ting *rid of God.” 

“What they gain,” says this great man of God, “is 
just this: They put away the chastisment of a father, 
and fling themselvs amid the revolving gearings of an 
almighty machine that crushes them in the dust, and 
grinds them to power." Ah, ha! Thats something 
I didn’t know had happened me, or anybody else, 
yet. Can anyone swallow such a “nut?’ Then he 
repeats: “They hav the same facts they had before, 
with no possible relief from them.” No! and they 
don’t seek relief. It is the coward only who tries to 
dodge facts. We think we are made in harmony with 
natural law, and to ask relief from the law of our be- 
ing, when conformity to them is the surest salvation, 
must be as crazy as absurd. 

Further: “They retain every trouble, and reject 
every consolation.” Pshaw! What a “nut!” Re- 
tain every trouble, and reject every consolation ! 
Yes, “believe as we do, or be damned ;” that’s conso- 
lation to be envied. 

Well, we need no more of this kind of “nuts.” Giv 
us some better ones next time, and we'll crack 'em, 
and, perhaps, pay “sixty cents per pound,” but not 


for these. SAMUEL GARBORG. 
eoo 


Canadian Notes. 

There was a sound of revelry by night at the rooms 
of the Toronto Secular Society, Grand Opera House, 
on the evening of January 29th, when the members 
and friends assembled to celebrate the natal day of 
Thomas Paine. It was a grand gathering; the ladies 
of the society “turned out to a man,” and, as a con- 
sequence, the rooms were crowded with, perhaps, the 
most brilliant and stylish audience that has assembled 
there for many a day. . 

Mr. Jopling occupied the chair, and performed the 
duties of that trying position with the stoicism of one 
who had resigned himself to his fate for the time being. 

The trouble began with a piana solo (as usual) by 


one of the ladies, then a song by Mr. Lakin, after 
which Mr. Piddington well sustained his reputation 


by trying 4. 


dader by officiating at the funeral 
of being our best y; Mr. Tilney gave one of his ever 
of “Buck Fanshs:;.O..P. Dildock added to the dis- 
favorit songs, Ved the audience with a string of well 
tress and para! fhere was not a dry eye in the house 
directed puns :), and Mr. Harrison piled up the agony 
(from laught do the “cork leg” (let us hope he won't 
t [ After the audience had somewhat re- 
do it aga*rom this last ordeal, Mr. Evans delivered 
covered,on of the evening on “The Life and Work 
the orae,” which was well received by the much en- 
of Pes listeners. Mr. Priestman made his début be- 
dung the Toronto friends, and gave an excellent read- 
fog, and Messrs. Hicks and Richmond assisted in 


Alling out what was after all a very good program. 


After the concert the friends indulged in dancing un- 
til a‘late hour, and everyone was well pleased with 
the evening's entertainment. 

-.Canada has long been known as a “stamping- 
ground” for fugitivs from justice in the States, de- 
faulting bank cashiers, confidence men, etc., but Cana- 
dians are beginning to think that honors are pretty 
near easy, as it is well known that a large proportion 
of Canadian criminals find a refuge in “the land of 
the free." 

One of the last to leave the country for the coun- 
irys.good is one, “Happy Sid,” a member of the 
Salvation Army, a shining light, whose record shows 
that he did three months in a London jail for robbing 
his employer, and after robbing the Wesleyan mission 
fund house made his escape to Canada. Since his 
arrival here he has been connected with several rob- 
beries in Barrie; he also got away with the funds of 
the “saved army” in that town, and, after robbing the 
mailbag at Kippen, made his escape, this time, to 
the States. Ste transit. Next! “By their fruits 
shall ye know them." 

The Toronto ministry by their actions would seem 
to be entirely cut off from all communication with the 
outside world. While the different religious papers, 
such as the New York Zwaminer, the Congregation. 
alist; and the Churchman, and the several religious 
associations in Boston, Chieago, and elsewhere, are 
discussing such questions as, for instance, ‘The 
Doctrin of Evolution in Scientific Theology” (what- 
ever that means) or “ The Reconciliation of Genesis 
and "Theology," which is at least an advance from the 
old style of discourse, while, in a word, the religious 
world in most civilized countries is making at least 
an ‘effort to hang on to the tail-end of advancing 
ideas, we in Toronto are getting the old, old story. 
The fall of man, the blood of Jesus, and hell fire are 
dealt out as they were fifty years ago. It is -some- 
what amusing to hear the Rev. H. M. Parsons get up 
on his hind legs and tell his long-eared congregation 
that Adam was the finest and the greatest man (ex- 
cept Christ) that God ever created. Instead of 
evolution, we get (or at least the people get) “the 
temptation of Adam and the temptation of Christ 
compared,” or “ What did Christ preach to the evil 
spirits in sheol?” 

A short time ago the question to cremate or not 
to cremate was being discussed in some of the daily 
papers, and to forever settle the matter, one of the 
papers sent a reporter to interview some of the lead- 


ing undertakers and ministers of the gospel, and. 


thus get a sense of the public feeling on the ques- 
tion. Well, as a matter of course (and also of busi- 
ness), the undertakers were against the idea, and, as 
might be expected, the ministers were also dead 
against it, and mostly on scriptural ground. “It was 
opposed to the laws of God and man.” “The 
scriptures plainly state,” said one of the reverend 
gentlemen, “that at the last day all shall arise from 
their graves; and how could they arise if they were 
consumed; turned to smoke and ashes?” The Rev. 
Dr. Potts, at the conclusion of his interview with the 
reporter, said: “Cremation will never be tried in 
Toronto, or if itis, it will be by some Infidel who will 
do it out of bravado.” They seem to know instine- 
tivly whom they will hav to fight on this question in 
the future. By the way, this is the same Dr. Potts 


‘who said, some time ago, speaking of the prevailing 
‘skepticism in regard to a burning hell, that he 


thanked God from the bottom of his heart that he 
tW did believe in a literal, burning hell. The most 
stil slical instance of the wish being father to the 
diabciht that has come under the writer’s notice. 
thougistters not to these Toronto divines that the 
It mis government is about to spend eight thou- 
Parisian “ds in the erection of a crematorium, or that 
sand pouiv. four thousand people in Germany, among 
some twent/» 000 physicians, 2,000 lawyers, profes- 
whom are “.olmasters; 1,000 government officials, 
sors, and schoutant clergymen, hav petitioned the 
and 10 Protesi\yor of the introduction of cremation, 
government in fa. of the medical profession in Eng- 
or that the leaders 4e in favor of it. Dr. Potts has 
land and America ation, and that settles it. 
declared against cremioen cremation or corruption, 
“The choice is betwen” and true to their record 
purification or putrefactic, off side. While forever 
these gentlemen take the*4, nothing of its history, 
gazing into the past, they seq hearing they will not 
“that seeing they see not, anc J. Nosmam. 


understand." 
Toronto, Feb. 14, 1886. 
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Christianity and Labor. | 

The Congregational Club of this city last week 
held a mental wrestling-match over the mighty sub- 
ject of “ Christianity and the Labor Problem.” 
well Smith thought that Christianity might be ad- 
vanced if capital would treat labor justly. The Rev. 

Mr. Munger told his experiences among the railroad 

men when he was one of the chaplains employed by 

the Pennsylvania road, and the Rev. James. H. Rose 
entertainingly showed his ignorance of the hatter’s 
strike in Norwalk last year. Professor Smith of Co- 
lumbia—the college in which professors of philology, 
go out of their way to abuse Freethinkers before their 
classes—instructed the ministers in the history of 
labor “from the time when it was simple slavery, 
through its development in guilds, which were insti- 
tutions essentially religious, to the wage-earning 
period in which Atheism had taken root. Christian) 
ity, he thought, might well apply itself to elevatis” 
labor—not by increasing wages, but by raising prg 
opinion to appreciation and approval of the effc ‘blic 
labor to better itself. Christianity should ste tts of 
prevent factory labor by married women and X? ™ and 
children.” , by young 

Well, this is going back a good way t“ 

labor is hard and the laborer oppressed? ipa why 

italist,” but he might hav gone back ¢* by the “cap- 

to the time when the Boss of all cg“ ® little further 
owned the cattle on a thousand hip àpitalists, he who 
the anathema upon labor that hg4"9 thundered forth 
tion of Christian tyrants innur ^? been the justifica- 
ing of the poor: “Cursed is erable in their grind- 
in sorrow shalt thou eat of; che ground for thy sake; 

Thorns also and thistles v: 2 all the days of thy life: 

and thon shalt -eat tr. hall it bring forth to thee ; 

sweat of thy face ghal” herb of the field. In the 
turn unto the grour at thou eat bread, till thou re- 
t 


» 


Ros- | 


. Christians who are zealous—with their organs of 
speech—for the poor workingman, are handicapped at 
the start by this anathema of their God, and we know 
not if it be not blasphemy for them to attempt to in- 
terpose between the Almighty and the miserable sub- 
jects of his wrath. ae A i 

However, as the interposition is not, according to 
the learned professor of Columbia, to take the shape 
of increased wages, but only an approving pat upon 
the back of the laborer who is striving to better his 
condition, it may do. But as to Christianity prevent- 
ing the employment of women and children in facto- 
ries, what would it hav them do—starve? If the 
wages of the husband and father are not to be raised, 
how can the women and children exist, when it now 
takes all the whole family can earn to keep body and 


| soul together? 


The world has had eighteen centuries of Christian- 
ity, and to-day is worse off than ever before. Wars 
and bloodshed abound ; men are dying of starvation 
in the midst of plenty ; social revolutions of vast con- 
sequences are impending ; discontent, disorder, and 
bitterness of spirit almost inconceivable, are every- 
where; the poor hate the well-to-do and the rich, and 
the well-to-do and the rich fear the poor; social chaos 
and anarchy beside which the French Revolution was 
but a street brawl, are all but upon us. And these 
Congregational tailors of Tooley street talk of what 
Christianity can do for the workingman! ` 

The sublimest hights of impudence hay at last 


been reached. 
a 


One at a Time. 

Our Boston friends, Tucker and Appleton, An- 
archists, seem determined to convert us. Mr. Ap- 
pleton publicly avows that we are worth saving; and 
although Mr. Tucker differs from him he nevertheless 
continues to advance what he no doubt thinks are 
reasons in favor of Anarchy. Perhaps, however, he 
is only trying to disentangle himself. 

In the last Liberty Mr. Tucker replies to our re- 
joinder to him in Tus Trurs Szexer of January 30th. 
In the next Liberty, we understand, Mr. Appleton 
will endeavor to resurrect himself. In Mr. Tucker's 


' | reply there is nothing new, as he confines his effort 


to answering some queries propounded by us. We 
asked, * When a thief breaks into Mr. Tucker's hall- 
way and takes his overcoat from the rack, is he seek- 
ing to govern Mr. Tucker?” To this Mr. Tucker 
says: ` : 

“ Most decidedly. If appropriation of another's property 
by force or fraud is not an act of government, I should like 
to know what is." j 

As our little difference with Messrs. Appleton. and 
Tucker seems to hinge somewhat upon definitions; 
and as Mr. Webster has been referred to as authority 
by Mr. Appleton, and accepted (as will be seen fur- 
ther along) by Mr. Tucker, we will refer this to that 
eminent lexicographer. He says that government 
means to direct and control, as the actions or conduct 
of men, either by established laws or by arbitrary 
will; to regulate, to influence, to direct, to restrain, or 
to manage. If the thief’s relation to Mr. Tucker 
comes under any of these heads, we ask to be excused 
for our mental blindness. Taking an infinitesimal 
portion of a person's propexty by force or fraud does 
not constitute government, for, as in this case, the 
loser’s action would not be changed, and the thief 
would not seek to restrain, or manage, or direct, his 
career. Further we asked: “ Rather is not the thief 


afraid Mr. Tucker will seek to govern him by shut- 


ting him up in jail, and controling his actions for a 
term of years?" To this the reply is: 

** Buch a course would not be governing. To use whatever 
measures may be necessary to vindicate your right to be let 
alone is not to govern others, but to prevent others from gov- 
erning you.” ` ' 

It seems to us that this course is precisely that 
which comes uxider Mr. Webster's definition of gov- 
ernment, to wit: to direct or control, as the actions 
or conduct of men, either by established laws or by 
arbitrary will; to restrain or to manage. If Mr. 
Tucker will not abide by Mr. Webster, then will he 
please make his own definitions? In our previous 


paper we quoted Webster's definition of Anarchy, 


which is “a state of society where individuals do 
what they please with impunity,” and asked, “Is not 
this thief a practical Anarchist? And in punishing 
him is not Mr. Tucker acting the part of govern- 
ment?" Mr. Tucker replies: 

** No, this thief is not a practical Anarchist, but a destroyer 
of Anarchy. It will be observed by ai. xcept Mr, Macdonald. 


that Webster says individuals (plural). Now, the moment 


the thicf begins his stealing, there is at least one person, his - 


victim, who is prevented from doing as he pleases, and thus 
Anarchy disappears. 
imply an exclusion of such individual acts as are inconsistent 
with the liberty of a4 individuals to do as they please—that 
is, an exclusion of all acts of invasion, interference, govern- 
ment.” 


' But supposing the victim of the thief was: not 


prevented from doing as he pleased, where then is 
the thief's attempted “fovernment?” If a pickpocket 
should take ten dollars from Jay Gould, it would not 
interfere in the smallest degree with Mr. Gould’s ac- 


tions; yet the thief would be doing a wrong for 


which. he should be punished, and for which the 
power the people hav chosen to control the actions of 
men should incarcerate him for a period of time. 
Webster's definition of Anarchy is precisely the oppo- 
sit of what Mr. Tucker has it, as it implies a state of 
society where individuals commit whatever acts they 
please with impunity, i.e., exemption from, penalty. 

Mr. Tucker says further: 

“A municipal government is a compulsory partnership of 
all persons living in a certain district, each one of whom is 
compelled to pay a portion of the expenses." 

This is true enough, and Mr. Tucker would find his 
system of “ individual initiativ and voluntary cooper- 


ation" would very soon become just what our munic- ` 
If an individual in the scheme . ` 


ipal governmentg are. 
of voluntary cooperation should trespass upon the 
rights of others, he would hav to be restrained or 


ejected from the society. Restraining or ejecting | 


him would be controling his actions either by estab- 
lished laws or arbitrary will, and would be govern- 
ment. There is no escape from this conclusion, which 
narrows Anarchy down to about this: Whatever good 
it presents is not new, and whatever new it presents 
is not good. So far as we understand what Anarchy 
is (and that we fully comprehend it we do not claim, 
for the very good reason we cannot persuade its high 
priests to enlighten us), there are several fatal objec- 


tions to the system, the first of which makes the enu- © 


meration of the others unnecessary, to wit: the prac- 
tical impossibility of its realization. Before the 


Liberal Club last’ Friday night Mr. Appleton said. 


that, if he knew that Anarchy was to be proclaimed 
the next day and all governmental restraint to be re- 
moved at 12 o’clock, he should leave town before 10 
o'clock. This is conceding everything we claim: 
that government is a necessity, and must be fostered 
and used for the benefit of the people. Government 
always has been a necessity as far back as history 
can trace; it is a necessity to-day throughout the 
civilized world and,uncivilized world; and will be 
a necessity in the future as far as prophecy can look 
ahead. This being so, any philosophy which cannot 
adapt itself to facts is worthless for practical pur- 


poses, and of exceedingly small value as a mental ' 


exercise. Starting with the fundamental proposi- 
tion that a person has the inherent right to do 
as he (or she) pleases so long as he injures no one 
else, it is found that the actions of a man, either 
within the pale of civilization or among a tribe 
of savages, are at once circumscribed by the rights 
of others. His slightest action, his lightest word, 
has an influence upon those around him that he 
is bound to consider. Society has rights as well 
as the individual When Mr. Spencer published his 
* Man and the State," Mr. Harrison said it might be 
called, “ Mr. Spencer against all England.” As an 
illustration we may use this title. Mr. Spencer has 
his inherent abstract individual rights. So has every 
other man in England individually. But as against 
Man’s individual rights—and the rights of every other 
individual—Society, that is, all Englandin its corpo- 
rate capacity, has its rights equally with theindivid- 
ual Man. When individuals collectivly choose to 
make rules for the guidance of the members individ- 
ually, it has that right, subject to the limitations im- 
posed by the rights of the individual to life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness—as the Declaration of 
Independence puts it. The necessity of a govern- 
ment being admitted—for Mr. Tucker says that his 
voluntary cooperation society will use force when p jc- 
essary—the rights of individuals are protected by 
constitutions, beyond the provisions of which society 
in its corporate capacity cannot go—that is, cannot 
go under democratic forms of government. This re- 
striction on individual freedom is, as Mr. Andrews 
puts it, precisely analogous to friction in machinery 
—something we can never hope to be entirely rid of, 
but which we should constantly exert ourselvs to re- 


The terms’ of Websters definition ` 
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duce to the narrowest possible limits. Moreover, we 
must accept it, and maintain it when it conduces to 


_ the well-working of the social organism. Remove the 
“governor” of an engin and the machine runs away 


and flies to pieces. Destroy the * governor" of so- 


` ciety-—that is, the relation which each individual sus- 


tains to every other individual in society—and the 
Social machine would fly to pieces, and Anarchy 


` would reign. 


Mr. Tucker now regards the man who votes as 
particeps criminis with the “government,” Yet in 


`a recent issue of Liberty he says that Anarchy justi- 


: fies carrying a sword as long as there is any liability of 


kind of logic is this ? 


needing it, and on more than one occasion. has he 
spoken encouragingly to the dynamiters. But what 
If war and dynamite are to be 
justified, notwithstanding they are the extremest lim- 
itation upon personal freedom, and notwithstanding 
the tremendous and inevitable danger of inflicting de- 
struction upon the innocent along with the guilty, 
why not accept the middle and less extreme danger 
of sacrificing some individual rights, while removing 
governmental abuses by legislation, instead of war? 
But no; Mr. Tucker would exalt to the pinnacle of 
fame the man who dynamites an emperor, while he 
scolds like a fish-wife anybody who uses his individu- 
lity by voting to restrain monopoly by the more 
quiet and more effectiv exercise of the power of vol- 


untary cooperation, as we find it in a democratic form 


- of which the individual is himself a part. 


` the utmost possible personal freedom of action, and 


_ cent picture on the clouds.” 


' not gaze at them, being occupied with useful affairs. 


_who engage in charity as a commerce go him a great 


‘them. The man of old is said'to hav meant kindly 


.to keep agents at the police courts to influence the 


of government. 

We cannot see, so far, how Anarchy is going to im- 
prove our condition. Its fundamental position that 
the, individual has all rights, society none, is not true, 
for no individual livs, or can liv, who is not in rela- 
tion with every other individual around him, if not in 
individual capacity then as a member of that society 
This fact, 
which cannot truthfully be gainsaid, givs society its 
rights ually with the individual. The real social 
problem,"therefore, is how to grant to the individual 


yet maintain the solidarity of society, which insures 
to the individual protection to life and property as 
well as the benefits of civilization which arise from 
the voluntary coöperation of the people. It seems 
to us that to put all the emphasis upon the individ- 
ual's rights is as wholly wrong as it would be to put 
it all upon the rights of society. The latter would 
giv us despotism; the former—Amarchy, | 
ee, 
2 Fighting-for-the-Spoils. N 
A certain man of old is alleged to hav said, “Suffer 
little children to come unto me,” but nowadays those 


many better and force the children to come unto 


to the children; the managers of our asylums mean 
only business. The state allows two dollars per 
week for the support of truant children, and the man- 
agers of the charitable institutions find it profitable 


commitment by the police justices of unruly children 
to their several institutions. Sometimes the contests 
are about even, but the Catholic usually wins. The 
New York Juvenil Asylum this year calls for $104,- 
000; the Catholic Protectory, for $242,000. This 
money will be used to train a few thousand more 
children in Christian grace. But if the man of old 
could see how these children are treated in these 


places he would hav punctuated his entreaty into the |/ 


painful statement, “Suffer, little children who ar 


ape EC foe ee 
brought unto me.” 7^ © 746727 8 


Sounds Large, but Means Nothing. 


The Rev. Dr. R. S. Storrs;-of this city, is one of 
those anomalous beings who with their feet on the 
earth yet dwell almost entirely in another realm. By 
his flock he is regarded with open-mouthed rever- 
ence. Mr. Storrs’s sermon last Sunday was upon 
Christianity and Freedom of Thought. One of his 
rhetorical sentences reads: i 

“ Skeptics are slaves, because they gaze on a phosphores- 


There are one or two errors in this statement. 
There are no phosphorescent pictures on the clouds 
for skeptics to gaze at. If there were, skeptics would 


But if they did, looking at a cloud would not make 
them slaves. 

If some denominational antagonist were to say that 
the: Rey. Richard 8, Storrs, D.D., is a fool because 


at 


he puts words into meaningless juxtaposition, we 
doubt if anyone would feel called upon to dissent. 
+4 
Editorial Notes. 

Two columns and more of last week’s Lucifer were filled 
with E. C..Walker’s praises of J. K. Ingalls’s ‘‘ Social 
Wealth,” published at this office. The book merits all of 
Mr. Walker’s commendation. 


Custom Hovsz Corugorog Parron, of Toronto, has seized 
and destroyed D. M. Bennett’s “Open Letter to Jesus 
Christ," sent by Mr. Baldwin, of Chicago, to Mr. Cooke, of 
Toronto. Mr. Baldwin thinks that the United States should 
not annex Canada at present ; it first needs civilizing. 


“Tux TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL,” says the. New Thought, 
**is filled with such literature as every Freethinker will not 
only want to read but wil want to preserve for reference.” 
We hoped this would be the case when we were getting up 
the volume, and are glad to hav our hopes confirmed. 


RxzoENTLy Professor McIlwaine, principal of one of the 
schools of Pittsburgh, Pa., suspended eight pupils whose 
parents are Catholics because the children refused to attend 
the devotional exercises. 'The school board sustained the 
principal, and the parents threaten to test the matter in 
court. 


Tne Missouri Liberal is much improved in appearance by 
a rearrangement into an eight-page paper, with three wide 
columns to the page. With Jay Chaapel’s experience as an 
editor, F. C. Browne's practical skill as a printer, and Mr. 
Walser’s push and enterprise, the Liberal ought to reflect 
credit upon the town. By the way, we would like to know 
the name of the Freethought lecturer who, Mr. Walser says, 
** would giv twenty-five dollars for a church in Liberal." 


Tue Madras Secular Society seems to be doing good 
work in India counteracting the efforts of the Christian mis- 
Sionaries and enlightening the people. We hav received the 
two last numbers of the society's journal, The Thinker, an 
eight-page paper printed in English, and filled with good 
reading selected: from English and American sources. 
Among the contents of the later issue we notice an article by 
Mr. Putnam, and a long instalment of Mr. Remsburg’s 
** Sabbath-Breaking.”” 


Miss GARDENER, in an article printed elsewhere, takes a 
western editor very sharply to task for abusing the American 
Secular Union. The cause of the outbreak is the alleged 
fact that the Union had petitioned the legislature not to 
allow the establishment of a chair of theology at the Cornell 
University. In her reply Miss Gardener loses sight of one 
important fact which she might hav employed to good ad- 
vantage, namely, that the American Secular Union has sent 
no such petition to the legislature. 


Tue Oregon City Courier reports that Archbishop Gross, 
of Oregon, has issued an imperativ order forbidding Catholic 
parents to send their children to the public schools, when à 
School belonging to the church is accessible. According to 
the archbishop the teachers in the public schools are mostly 
followers of the damnable heresies of Luther and other 
schismatics of the period called the Reformation, and he, in 
common with the other priests of America, views with alarm 

ee influence of the schools on the children of the faithful. 

Ih case Catholic parents do not wish to send their scholars 
to\parochial schools they are not to attend any school what- 
ever. 


N Wednesday two weeks ago Mary Morris, of Troy, this 
state, put a pot of boiling water on the floor of the kitchen 
in her dwelling, leaving her niueteen-months-old babe creep- 
ing hbout the floor. She went into an adjoining room. Soon 
afterward the infant began to scream. Mrs. Morris rushed 
back and found it sitting in the pan of scalding water. She 
dresged the terrible scalds and put the child to bed. She 
was Tage by neighbors to call a physician, but refused, say- 
ing that she would trust that the prayers of the family to 
save jher baby’s life would be heard. The next day one of 
the eighbors asked a doctor to see the child, and he visited 
the House, Much against Mrs. Morris’s will he redressed the 
wom which he considered fatal. The infant lingered 
until Sunday of last week, when it died. Mrs. Morris said 
affer its death : ‘‘ My baby was all right until the doctor laid 

s heavy hands upon it. The almighty heard our prayers 
And would hav saved our baby but for the wicked man who 
sent that doctor to her. I believe in prayer, and know God 
heard ours.” Why, then, did God let this infant die ? 


Tuere are few kinder-hearted people in the world than 
Mrs. Slenker, and few do as much according to their means 
for the poor. We find in a spiritual exchange an acknowl- 
edgment of this by Jeremiah Hacker, of Berlin, N. J.: **She 
is kind-hearted and generous to the needy. I hav had many 
positiv proofs. She has repeatedly sent us stocking-yarn, 
and the pants Inow wear, the only pair I hav that hav not 
been patched, were made of cloth that she sent me without 
any hope or expectation of reward, she paying the express 
charges and refusing compensation for that. My wife has 
also a woolen dress that Mrs. Slenker sent her from their 
factory. Allthese things were sent by,her without our ask- 
ing for them, or even intimating that we needed them, yet 
were just what we would hav chosen to hav. When people 
hav given her money for us she has had the trouble of mail- 
ing it to us and paid postage, refusing to receive anything in 
return, and I hav never had reason to think but what she 
was strictly honest as well as benevolent. D. Tuttle, of 
Ohio, who died poor, in his letters to me, spoke of Elmina’s 
kindness and benevolence to him in the most grateful terms. 
The late Mr. Broom was herc nine days over a year ago, and 
again eleven days before death, because he had no other 
place to lay his head. On both his visits he received money 


from Elmina, a part of it her own free gift and a part for his 
publications that she sold.” Mrs. Slenker is by no means 
wealthy. The factory is a small one, and frequently Mr. 


| Slenker must take his pay for cloth and yarn in trade, as 


money down in Virginia is scarce. Mrs. Slenker deserves a 
great deal of credit for her many kindnesses. i 


A LADY whose daughter attends the Vineland, N. J., pub- 
lic schools protests to the editor of the Rostrum against the 
practice in the schools of compelling the scholars to commit 
to memory portions of the Bible. The children are required 
to learn a verse à day, and must hav that perfect, whether 
the lessons are or not. The lady says: "I would make com- 
plaint and hav it stopped, but I know my child would be 
sneered at." The editor confirms the lady's fears. ‘The 
other children," he says, “and probably the bigot of a ` 
teacher, would sneer at the child and berate the parents who 
dare to think outside of the theological channel and be de- 
sirous that the child should be left free." 


A GEORGIA negro, living near Savannah, is the last insanely 
religious man to offer to God a human sacrifice. John 
Graham lived in a cabin some six miles from the city with 
his wife, his mother, and two sons. In the early part of last 
week he disappeared, and after three days’ absence was 
sought by his wife. She had not gone far from the cabin 
‘when a flock of buzzards attracted her attention. Going to 
the spot over which they were hovering she found the corpses 
of two negro boys, tied hand and foot and bound to a tree. 
In a graveyard near at hand, crouching behind a tombstone, 
was the missing lunatic. He was secured, and the coroner 
called. The latter's investigation developed the fact that 
Graham, while insane, had slain the boys as an offering to 
God. He says he met the boys, and went up to heaven and 
prayed with them at God's bidding, and that he had anointed 
them with water. He then strangled them. Near the corpses 
was found a tin can containing part of the water which 
Graham had used in anointing them. 


{ 


Tur Kingsland, Ark., Keeker (the peeper or pryer) throws 
this interrogation point at us: 

“Among the many new features presented by Tur TRUTH SEEKER, 
a ‘Freethought’ journal published in New York city, is one in or- 
thography. In all words terminating in ve the e is dropped. For 
example: ‘Have’ is written ‘hav;’ ‘give’ is written ‘giv;’ 'de- 
structive,’ *destructiv; etc. Where is the authority for this whole- - 
sale tearing up of Webster? Please giv us a ray of light on the sub- 
ject, Mr. Macdonald.” 

The reason of our spelling is that we believe in reforma- 
tion, orthographic as well as religious. Our ‘‘rules” are the’ 
recommendation of the American Philological Society. The 
rule for dropping the final e on the class of words mentioned 
is to drop it when the vowel preceding the last consonant is 
short, as in “give.” This also furuishes a key to the pro- 
nunciation of words, as, for instance, ‘‘ genuine.” With the 
final e left on, many might pronounce the long, but with 
the e left off, the most careless reader knows the is short, . 
and givs the word the right pronunciation. Tue Trorn 
SEEKER is about twenty-five years ahead of the rest of the 
world in this, but then it is an Infidel journal, and that is its 
place. 


——— 

Mn. BnaAprAvem has introduced in Parliament a land bill 
of a most radical charscter. It provides ‘that from and 
after the 1st day of January, 1887, any person shall be guilty 
of misdemeanor who shall hold in any agricultural district 
any land of more than one hundred acres in extent in a 
waste or uncultivated state, unless such land shall not for 
any purpose be cultivable with profit, or unless such land 
shall hav been devoted to some purposes of public utility or 
enjoyment." Persons convicted of so holding lands shall, 
after trial be evicted, but shall receive from government 
annually for twenty-five years a pension equal to the average 
value of the annual actual produce of the lands calculated 
over a period of fourteen years prior to the date of convic- 
tion. The commissioners to be appointed under the act shall 
then let the land by public advertisment in lots not exceed- 
ing forty acres to one person. The second reading of this 
bill is set down for April 14th. Mr. Bradlaugh has also 
placed on the order book of the House a notice of his inten- 
tion “to call attention to the method of collection of labor 
statistics in the United States of America and in the Domin- 
ion of Canada, and to move, That, in the opinion of this 
House, immediate steps should be taken to insure the full 
and accurate collection, in this country, of similar statistics.” 


Ir the Rev. Dr. Buckley is compelled by force of circum- 
stances to ‘‘ hedge” as much in his theological statements as_ 
in his financial, he will hav difficulty in keeping his flock in 
line. In an editorial in the Christian Advocate of January 
2ist he said that our silver dollar is a ‘‘ cheat.” A Colorado 
subscriber, who is evidently a silver man, now asks him: 
* How can I pay you for my paper without cheating you? 
Silver is about all the money we hav here, and we hav very 
little of that. Now, sir, if the silver dollar is worth only 
eighty cents, as you say, do you want me to pay three so- 
called silver dollars, and thus make good the ‘cheat? Or, 
hav you faith enough to ‘trust in God’ for the twenty 
cents out of each dollar? It is true that I gave a dollar's 
worth of wheat, which I grew on my farm, for this dollar. 
The mau I received it of took it for a dollar, on debt, and the 
man who received it of the governmen: paid a dollar's worth 
of labor for it. I cannot see who is wronged thus far, but 
for fear that you will be the innocent party who will suffer 
I shall wait for your answer." To which Mr. Buckley 
answers: ‘‘ We must adjust ourselves to the currency, what- 
ever it is. Send on your legal tender. The responsibility is on 
the government, not on you." Like most other ministers, Mr. 
Buckley’s preaching and practice will not hang together. If 
he, honestly believes that the silver dollar is worth only 
eighty cents, he ought to hav insisted on the subscriber pay- 
ing twenty cents extra on each dollar. And to be exactly 
honest Mr. Buckley must pzy twenty cents extra every time 
he passes a silver dollar. But instead he throws the blame 
on the government, just as he loads his sins upon Jesus. 
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Letters from friends. 


New Yonx,.Feb. 10, 1886. 
Mz. Eprror: I hav taken advantage of your liberal terms 
for Tue Trorm SrEKxer in sending two subscriptions in.one 
remittance. Inclosed you will find five dollars to pay for my 
subscription and one new subscriber. 
Yours truly, 


JACOB ZIMMER. 


Hitrview, N. Y., Feb. 6, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: You will find inclosed $1.25 to pay for the 
“ Story Hour," by Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Iam a little girl of ten years old, and when I get my book, 
so that I can show it to my cousin, she will send for one. 
Cordia Moore. 


Warren, Feb. 6, 1886. 
Mr. Error: Inclosed please find $3.25 for renewal and 
ANNUAL for 1886. We hope to procure the services of some 
lecturer here soon. There is quite a large floating popula- 
tion in this country seeking oil territory, among which I fre- 
quently meet men with Liberal views, and some are out- 
spoken Infidels. Great good might be accomplished in this 


benighted region by such a man as Mr. Reynolds. We hope 
to induce him tliis way soon. Z. H. Eppy. 


Harsnaw, Arizona, Feb. 5, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: That was a very interesting communication 
from Holt in Tug Trura SsEKkER of Jan. 23d, 1886, under 
the head of “Watch Them” in regard to sending books, 
merchandise, etc., through the mails. I hope Liberals every- 
where will watch them, because it depends upon Liberals 
everywhere to keep the wheels of progress moving. If it 
don't pay to run the post-office department at present rates, 
restore the three-cent rate on letters. The reduction to two 
cents was mainly to benefit the business community. 

I would say in connection with this subject that the citi- 
zens of this place and vicinity got up a petition to the post- 
master-general asking him to recommend Congress to giv us 
a postal express in connection with all railroad and steam- 
boat mail routes. 

Now Liberals, what do you think of that idea? As the 
readers of Tne Trurm SEEKER are thinkers, we appeal to 
them to push things that arc for the benefit of the masses. 

F. A. LAMONT. 


ViINELAND, N. J., Feb. 9, 1886. 
Mr. Eprvor: It is with pleasure that I write, for our dis- 
tinguished Brother C. B. Reynolds has been here, and paid 
us a very pleasant, but to him, pecuniarily, a very profitless 
visit, for the elements above and below conspired against 
him, so that he could not exhibit the stereopticon views. The 
Mikado opera advertised on the same evenings, and the gas 
works were out of repair, so that we had naught but lamp- 
light to add to the general discomfort. Our. brother was 
cheerful and buoyant, and we tried to make his way as easy 
as possible. And we made arrangements for him to speak 
for us on Sunday forenoon on ‘‘ Honest Answers to Christian 
Objections,” which was much appreciated. In the evening 
his subject was, ^ Why I Left the Pulpit,” which was very 
beautiful. The earnestness of purpose, and, at times, the 
sublime pathos brought to the surface, received the just en- 
comiums of his hearers. He leaves behind him an indelible 
mark in Vineland. We shall want to see and hear him again. 

THOMAS STREET. 


PorrraND, O., Feb. 8, 1886. 

Mr. Eprrorn: I hav been Liberal for once and hav given 
away all my Trurn Seekers since the 1st of January. I 
could not hold them, but wanted to send them broadcast 
over the land, and, as Brother Reynolds said at the Cleveland 
Convention when he dropped a slip of paper that fell among 
the audience, ** Let them bring what they will fetch.” 

Mr. Wakeman’s spéech in Tue TRUTH SEEKER of Feb. 6th 
is worth to me the price of the paper for six months. I 
never could fully comprehend the meaning of his frequent 


“remarks in Tur Trutri SEEKER, but this last is as clear as 


day. And there is Elmina, too. Nota word of her writing 
in your paper but what I read and reread. These noble 
men and women are working for us, and striving to help us 
break the shackles of superstition that we may be a free peo- 
ple. Let us look to their interest before they get beyond our 
reach. 

Those illustrations are grand, so keep on in the good work. 
You may not inherit the kingdom of heaven, but surely 
you will receive the blessings of mankind. 

J. D. WnuzzrEn. 


Lexincron, Ky., Feb. 15, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav just finished reading Miss Gardener's 
new book, ‘Men, Women, and Gods,” with its wealth of 
truths and arguments. But what can be said in its praise? 
The book speaks for itself, as all readers of Tue Truru 
SEEKER know that Miss Gardener doesn’t mince matters, but 
speaks to the point, and says what she thinks and thinks 
what she says. Every woman in the country should read 
this little volume. It would show them the position of 
women as taught by the Bible; that all of their troubles, so- 
cially, morally, and politically, can be traced to a common 
origin—the Bible; and that to defend and suppport a book 
that hasn't à good word for them is to defend and support 
their worst enemy. St. Paul, who would rather hav them 
remain in mental darkness, would, perhaps, not recommend 
the book before us. 
your husband," he would say. But suppose her husband 
knew nothing, and had never heard of tle trinity or Nebu- 
chadnezzar, and could not explain away the objections 
spoken of by Miss Gardener, what is she going to do? Go 


to the priest for information? Ten to one, he would hav to 


“see a man” or * catch a car.” 

Ladies, buy the book; it is only fifty cents in paper covers, 
the first lecture being worth the price alone. Buy it, read 
it, and hand to your friends to read. Look the matter 
squarely in the face, and say, ''Henceforth we will be 
women, free American women, and women of common sense, 
in spite of old St. Paul, the priests, dogmas, and creeds.” 

D. B. Coziss. 


Friznpsuir, N. Y., Feb. 12, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: Please find inclosed subscription for 1886. 
I should hav sent the 1st of January, but did hope to obtain 
three other subscribers. I will send them later if forthcom- 
ing. 

I am greatly pleased with Prof. T. H. Huxley’s reply to 
Mr. Gladstone. It is always a true delight to read from his 
pen. G. F. Rinehart is felicitous in his remarks on ‘‘ True 
Liberalism.” The letter of A. L. Ballou is full of choice 
thought counselling toleration, a virtue much needed. "Then 
the photos—of C. B. Reynolds, flashing enthusiasm, zeal, and 
earnestness so characteristic of himself; and the indefatiga- 
ble Putnam, determined that truth and right shall triumph, 
invincible, unconquerable; and last, ‘but greatest, T. B. 


“If you wish to know anything, go to- 


Wakeman, from whose face beams the amber richness of the 
deft traces of thought, which glorifies every feature! How 
proud we are of such laborers! I hope these will be followed 
by some of the heroins, such as Mrs. Juliet H. Severance, 
M.D., Mrs. Mattie Krekel, Mrs. H. S. Lake, and others. 
Would that the masses were more interested in Secular 
ideas and the progressiv spirit of the nineteenth century! 
Grace L. PARKHURST. 


Lenieu, IA., Jan. 25, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $6, which pays for my 
own and a new subscription to Taz TRUTA SEEKER one year, 
and the balance to be applied to my subscription. 

Iam truly sorry that I cannot do more to advance the good 
work in which you are so earnestly engaged, but, being un- 
fortunate enough to be only a wage worker (a. miner) the 
world’s wealth with me is scarce. I am exceedingly well 
pleased with the new dress of THE Truru SEERER. The pict- 
ures which hav appeared are good. I think, by all appear- 
ance, the artist is fully competent to perform his task in the 
exposition. It is impossible to describe in full with the pen 
the hypocrisy and falscness of the orthodox church without 
the aid of the artist's pencil. With both combined in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER old orthodoxy shall receive double defeat. 
There should be no mercy shown her nor quarter given her. 
She has been the curse of this world. Humanity has suf- 
fered with no other curse, including famin, pestilence, and 
disease, as it has at the bloody hands of orthodox Christian- 
ity. The growth of ages has been retarded, blighted, and set 
back in old night and despair under the rule of her iron 
hand, and in all ages she has kept the fire a-burning with the 
bodies of our best philanthropists, philosophers, and scien- 
tists. Iam happy to think that I liv in an age when the en- 
lightenment of Freethought is fast spreading amongst the 
people of all lands, and the seeds of sound reason and com- 
mon sense which hav been sown by Freethinkers are begin- 
ning to grow up in the place of the old orthodox, poisonous 
seeds. 

Moral truth is gaining the day, 
Ilumed by. nature’s glorious ray, 
Anathema is flying away, 

With priests and diels. 


Sound reason and the scepter sway 
Hard at her heels. 


_ Wishing you grand success in your new departure, 
Rosr. FLEMING. 


Pirrspureu, Feb. 12, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: On Sunday, Feb. 7th, Charles Watts delivered 
two very remarkable lectures here. The first was delivered 
at Maltby Hall in Pittsburgh and entitled, ** Theological Fal- 
lacies; or, The Fall and the Atonement.;" the' other at Wil- 
son's Hall in Allegheny City, on ‘‘ Agnosticism or Theism— 
Which?” I-deem them so excellent that I would like to call 
the attention of your readers to a few points in them that 
will giv some idea of their scope and merits. 

Mr. Watts began by saying that the fall and atonement 
were the foundation-stones of orthodoxy. He then showed 
that the fall could not be true, and if true Eve’s sentence was 
the most cruel and unjust imaginable, and would make God 
a fiend. He accounted for the church’s barbarism on this 
principle. God either knew Eve would sin or he did not. If 
he knew it, then Eve could not be to blame. If he did not, 
then he was not omniscient. In cither case he was solely re- 
sponsible. The whole story was a rehash of a Hindoo myth. 
He defined sin as ‘‘ an act conceived and executed aside from 
extrinsic circumstances.” If God were hólyhe could not giv 
permission to sin. So man could not sin. Canon Farrar was 
quoted as saying, ‘‘No theory of the atonement was ever 
universally accepted by the church. The different theories 
were tabulated as follows: 


Augustinian : All men fell; all are saved. 


Calvinistic: a few only saved. 
Evangelical : S all who believe are saved. 
Catholic: s ceremonies save. 
Unitarian: efe man reconciled to God. 


The scheme is unjust and partial. Missionaries had better 
stay at home. Morality is the true savior of mankind." 

In speaking of Agnosticism Mr. Watts said there was a 
general misapprehension as to the position of Secularists on 
Theism. Our position is not Atheistic, but Agnostic. The 
term Agnostic means ‘‘ not knowing,” and that explains our 
attitude toward the unknown and unknowable, such as God, 
the origin of nature, and a future life. We deem it unrea- 
' sonable to profess to believe in that of which we hav no ex- 


perience. God objectivly is a reflex of the individual who 


forms the conception, but practically his God is his prime pas- 
sion, whatever that may be. - . 

If God, theoretically, be infinit, universal, and absolute, 
then we, because of our limitations, can form no idea of him, 
as we are finite, conditioned, and relativ. Ultimates are 
inscrutable. We only know of phenomena. 
material being is impossible. There is no personality with- 
out materiality, knowledge, memory, and hope, and these 
imply change. \ 

Creation out of nothing implies an external agency. What 
was it? Where was it? And how could it exist? God 
must hav been either in or out of the universe. 

If the universe was everywhere it could not be created. 
Creation implies a place where there was no place. If so, 
where was God? He could not act without something to act 
on. Mind is not an entity, but the result of organized mat- 
ter. There is no design in nature, but simply order. 
evils of the world disprove, or at least do not prove, a moral 
governor of the universe. 


A personal im- ` 


The , 


We try to observe and comprehend the order of nature .. | 


instead of the origin of the same. We let God alone. To say 
that we hav any conception of him is affirming that we hav 
an idea of an idea, of which we can hav no idea. We try to 
improve ourselvs. Utility, honor, and fidelity are our watch- 
words. We try to make the world better, and are content 
with having lived in it. Harry Hoover. 


Monmovrn, ELL., Feb. 7, 1886. 
Mr. Eprrog: For some time past I hav been in arrears 
with my subscription, and consequently indebted to your 
kiudness for continuance of opportunity to peruse the ever- 
interesting, thought-inciting pages of Tue Tru'rn SEEKER. 


For that I tender you my thanks, and assure you I fully ap- - 


preciate the favor. I now gladly avail myself of the chance- 
to take a jump ahead, and will try, by sending a dollar now 
and then, to maintain that position. 

Inclosed find five dollars, which please apply in that direc- 
tion. 

The illustrations are an immense stride forward, and can- 
not fail to be effectiv in opening the eyes of many who herc- 
tofore hav been led and guiled by ‘blind leaders of the 
blind." They speak volumes in a language that cannot be 
misunderstood. ‘The Judgment of History” most partic-: 
ularly attracted my attention. It issplendid. I had tolaugh 
the first glance I took at it. How comfortable and self-satis- 
fied they all appear, and evidently all unconscious of their 
pitifully ridiculous plight, the old pope with his '' bull " at 
the head of the ** holy cross," Brother Beecher at the tail end, 
and Talmage in the middle with legs crossed, ‘‘ holy Bible” 
on his knee, his whole attitude and expression that of a baby 
hugging a pet kitten. The countenance of Brother Beecher 
seems to convey the idea that he is alittle doubtful; not alto- 
gether satisfied. On second thought I must except him; he 
appears to be in a meditativ mood, as though trying to dis- 
cover the next phase of evolution. There is hope, I think, 
for him, but the two others are hopeless idiots. 
the robed and spectacled priest who is hanging on to Beecher’s 
legs, and trying so earnestly to bear down, or at least to bal- 
ance the scales, must be Heber Newton. Well, pull away, 
good Brother Newton; do your best, but you will find all the 
strength you can exert, though multiplied ten thousand times, 
will fail to overcome the gravity of the weights in the oppo- 
sit scale. Poor Pat, whilst I laugh at I yet pity you, you 
poor, innocent soul, full of confiding, unquestioning trustful- 
ness; ignorant and deluded though you be, there is no ques- 
tion of your thorough honesty, and that is more than can be 
said of thousands of priests who burn incense before tawdry 
altars, chant masses, perform genuflexions, and cut up other 
monkey shines in the name of religion that would disgrace a 
set of intelligent Hottentots, and who, whilst you are count- 
ing beads, are slyly chuckling as they count over the ‘‘ Peter's 
pence” wrung from your hard earnings, and all the time 
keeping you in subjection through fear of excommunication, 
and pronouncing the most fearful anathemas against, the no- 
blest thinkers of the age, who, like the immortal Paine, pro- 
claim to the world the ** Rights of Man,” and strive to in- 
augurate the ‘‘ Age of Reason,” whose dawning rays are 
already chasing away the darkness of superstition, and whose 
sway shall establish justice, freedom, and fraternity through- 
out the world. You hav plenty of company, Pat, and not 
all in your church either. However, the scales are held in 
the firm grip of eternal justice, and the “Rights of Man” 
will ever outweigh all theological dogmas and creeds, wili 
exist long after thcy are forgotten, and sooner or later will be 
firmly and immovably established. 

Revival meetings hav been the order of the day, or rather 
night, around this section. The Methodists, Presbyterians, 
Christian church, and others hav been doing their level best 
to save precious souls, and ‘‘snatch them as brands from the 
burning.” Pity they would not spend the same amount of 
labor and money in trying to save precious. bodies that are 


shivering in almost nakedness, and suffering for want of food. . 


There are plenty of them. Oh, pshaw! Eighteen hundred 
years of Christianity, and what has it done for the world ? 
“ Love your enemies; bless them that curse you,” who does 
it? What so-called Christian nation on the face of the globe 
that does not spend untold millions in the glittering trappings 
and fearful armaments of war for the sole end that onc set of 
Christians may butcher another set of Christians, or invade 
the territories and destroy the homes and lives of so-called 
heathens, and, according to Christian creeds, thus hurry the 
souls of those heathens to irretreivable damnation, and all 
this whilst ignorance, and hunger, and suffering, and the 
utter destitution of hopeless poverty abound on every hand 
within their own borders, engendering disease, and crimes’ 
withoutend? ‘He that hath of this world’s goods, and seeth 
his brother in need, and shutteth up his bowels of compas- 
sion upon him, how dwelleth the love of God in that man?” 
How many. Christian millionaires, bankers, corporations, 


I suppose , 


^ 
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, etc., ponder that question? But I must quit. Before doing 
so, however, I will tell you something that was related to me 
asa fact. Revival meetings hav been held upin Moline. Dur- 

- ing the progress of one a holy “servant of the most high” 

. mingled with the congregation. Accosting a mechanic he 

‘asked: “ Brother, are you working for Jesus?" ‘‘ No," was 

the reply, “I'm working for John Deen for a dollar and ten 
cents a day.” Turning away from him he addressed another: 
‘Well, my brother, do you feel any change?” Thrusting his 
hands down into his pockets the ‘‘ brother" answered, ‘Not 

a damned cent.” : 

With best wishes for the success of Tur .Trurm SEEKER, 
and all who earnestly seek the truth, I remain, : 
Yours truly, Ricnarp T. Watson. 


“Towra, Miom., Jan. 15, 1886. 


Mr. Eprron: Please find my remittance of $5 to renew my | 


Subscription and, for one new subscriber. I was determined 
to send you at least onc new subscriber to encourage you in 
the cartoon business. They reach a certain class of minds. 
I hope to send you more soon, but the outspoken Liberals of 
this place seem very indifferent about such matters and say if 
people are fools enough to believe such stuff let them hav it 
. —and so say I, if they would run it at their own expense, but 
as long as I hav to pay $5 a year extra tax to relieve the 
churches from paying their own, and $5 more in school tax 
for the one-twentieth of the time of the schools spent in teach- 
ing theology, also in state tax for chaplains, and also while 
the hypocritical clergy and their adherents hav influence and 
political power enough to dictate legally what I must do or 
not do with the one-seventh part of my time, I shall not fail 
, to expose the tricks of their trade to the extent of my ability. 
We hav the full complement of church variety here, includ- 
ing Catholic, Presbyterian, Baptist, Episcopal, Congrega- 
tional, three kinds of Methodists, a Lutheran, and a Camp- 
bellite, each of which runs a church, besides Salvation 
. barracks, and Young Men's Christian Association rooms, and 
Adventists to boot, all in a little city of five thousand inhab- 
itants, and representing over $300,000 worth of untaxed 
church property. I do not believe there are ten unskeptical 
male church-members in town, except Catholics. 
` Reynolds with his Tent, or Watts, or Ingersoll, or some other 
_of our great Infidel lecturers could be induced to come here 
and form a League! The harvest would be immense. I 
havn't time to stir up my few Liberal friends to call some 
"such meetings, but all seem, like myself, to hav too much to 
do to giv it much attention. I loan my papers and ‘books, 
and always speak out to thinkers or the pulpiteers whenever 
occasion offers, which is about all I can do. 
In my judgment, all that is necessary to kill the clergy and 
the church is to show up the holy Bible in its true light. 
: Respectfully, S. M. BAYARD. 


ANAHIEM, CAL., Feb. 28, 1886. 

Mr. Eniror: Trae TRUTH SErKER of January 9th contains 
an appeal to Liberals by our worthy worker, W. F. Jamie- 
son, of more and greater moment to the secularization of the 
rising generation than the Nine Demands. I hav long felt 
the need of our attracting the attention of our children. The 
graphic pictures are telling a true story to the eye. I often 
explain to the girls and boys the ‘‘ Short Lesson to Chris- 
tians,” as J hav it on my wall. 

Above all else let our purpose be avowed that we will hav 
plenty of ‘‘ Liberal Leaves," and let everyone that has out- 
grown superstition help to make them, and buy them by the 
. hundred and thousand, till Brother Jamieson's plan is carried 
out. We here are so far from the general path of Secular 
Liberal lecturers that we hav got tired of waiting for them 
to come. But it does secm to me to be the most feasible sug. 
gestion of the present day. Above all else, let us all try to 
avoid bickerings, disagreement, and harsh language to each 
other in our letters to Tue TRUTH SEEKER or other Liberal 
papers, but let us show toleration to all as regards uncertain- 
ties, and endeavor to so liv that our record shall be pure and 
clear from faults and vices, so that we cau proudly point to 
the class styled '' Infidels," and defy the tongue of slander to 
prove aught against the lives of those that hav outgrown the 
Bible God, with all the myths and miracles of an ignorant, 
barbaric age, when one was called on to confess that three 
are one; when men said the sun stood still to let men kill; 
when priests taught girls that they must love them and fear 
God, or he would send the bears—even to welting them on 
the neck till scars were left. I've seen them myself. 

Yours for cquality, Mns. K. PARKER. 


Meripian, Tex., Feb. 6, 1886. 

Mr. Eniror: I fcel impressed that it is my duty to write 
you that I am just as J. H. Burnham expresses himself in 
Tur Trorm SxxxxR of Jan. 80, 1886. . If you don’t agree with 
him, you ought not to hav the selected piece on another page 
of Tor Truru Seeker. I hav known two just such cases in 
my limited experience as the selected story describes, and in 
my own family all the evil shadows were cast, though fortu- 
nately, by circumstances, were driven out; but I can never 
hav any good feelings toward that thing called religion. 

You also take Mr. Tucker to task for saying a sneak-thief 
or highway robber is like government. The Thracian rob- 
ber, when he was brought before Alexander the Great, con- 
vinced him that he was a robber too. 

I think William Penn convinced King Charles that he had 
no rights in North America, and if I wasa good hand to 

. write I could convince you that the state of Texas was a rob- 
ber, and one of the worst type. I will try and illustrate my 
case to you. I hav two tracts of land, one in Hood county, 
one in this county. On the one in this county I hav paid the 
taxes all the time since it was patented to me. Private indi- 
viduals hav seized it and set up their claim and hav been on 
it for ten years. I hav been trying to law them off year after 
year, but they take every dodge and advantage that can be 


s 


Oh, that. 


devised—hav beaten meso far. The one in Hood county was 
sold by the state for taxes in the year 1878. I sued for that. 
The District Court rendered judgment against me. I ap- 
pealed to the Supreme Court and got my case reversed and 
remanded. Iam not able to say yet whether it will be of any 
service or not tome. The two law-suits hav impoverished 
me so that I can’t pay for my paper, etc., and now the great 
state of Texas simply stands by and says: 
“ Fight, dog, and fight, bear! 
There is no dog of mine there." 

These facts I hope will enable you to see that government. 
is only à necessary evil at best. You certainly will see my 
point—that is, when the government givsa title to land it 
should protect that title and indemnify the person in his losses, 
or in other words should pay the expenses when her officials 
act with negligence, ignorance, or malice. 

When the priests come around beguiling the women, the 
government should take them upas vagrants,etc. Those are. 
my notions. : Yours, S. D. GREER. 

[Our correspondent falls somewhat short of grasping the 
full significance of mental liberty. There is no way con- 
sistent with equal rights by. which the law cau prevent the 
expression of anyone's religious views. If people will be 
humbugged, that is their misfortune. As to government, of 
course it is at best but a necessary evil—necessary to protect 
ourselvs against ourselvs. The thief to which our corre- 
spondent compares the government, on the contrary, is not a 
necessary evil by any means, and serves no good end. Lik- 
ening a government to a thief is one of the emptiest compar- 
isons ever expressed in print.—Ep. T. 8.] 


VALLEJO, CAL., Jan. 80, 1866. 
‘Mr. Eprror: Ihailwith much delight the wonderful im- 
provement apparent in the last few numbers of the paper. I 
sincerely hope that you can continue the picture department. 


And, now that I think of it, I will donate $2.50 toward the . 


pictures. 

I did hope to be able to obtain afew more subscribers, but 
this burgh is such a pestiferous hot-bed of Catholicism, Pres- 
byterianism, Methodism, and several other isms equally as 
absurd and dangerous, if not as powerful, that the introduc- 
tion of healthful mind-food is a crime that is classed with 
murder, highway robbery, and general rascality. I hav been 
an avowed Liberal for several years, and although I hav 
made many enemies, and am often publicly insulted because 
of my principles, I still manage to hold my own, and, by try- 
ing to lead a more exemplary life as a Liberal than my ene- 
mies do as church-members, I hav succeeded of late in earn- 
ing a little more respect than heretofore from the ‘‘ rosary- 
mumblers” and the ‘‘ devil-dodgers.” This I hav considered 
a favorable advance in enlightenment and good sense. When 
a man of my extreme views can induce those about him to 
cast aside their prejudice and treat him and his belief with 
respect, it argues that reason is beginning to assert her supe- 
riority over ignorance and priestcraft. If the present favor- 
able conditions continue, I may before long hav a few new 
subscribers for you. 

I aim chairman of the board of trustees of the public 
library, and in that capacity first antagonized the good Chris- 
tians of the community by endeavoring to introduce Liberal 
literature into the library. One of the members of the 
board is a Calvinistic minister, another is an embryo sky- 
pilot, and still another is a devout Calvinist. As the board 
consists of but five members, I, of course, belong to the dig- 
nified but useless minority. I regret exceedingly that in such 
a rich field for labor my efforts in the Liberal cause should be 
of no avail. f 

Iam to be a candidate in the spring elections here for the 
office of superintendent of public instruction. I am informed 
that because of my principles and views, I shall meet with an 
overwhelming defeat. In fact, the feeling is beginning to 
grow so strong that an organized fight is to be made against 
me. The confessional, that secret service bureau of the 
church, that destroyer of domestic peace and purity, that 
barbarous relic of an age of crime, ignorance, and supersti- 
tion, is already exerting its potent influence to accomplish 
my defeat. I await in good spirits, but not with an ‘‘ unfal- 
tering trust "—for Rome and Calvinism are powerful—for the 
onset of the battle. "Though I fear that ** Dickon is bought 
and sold,” I shallenter the lists with that assurance and pride 
that, my mother used to say, crowned those martyrs of early 
Christianity, who went forth to death without fear and with- 
out rcgret, because some greater and nobler fellow had 
always preceded them, for emulation was the keystone of 
their faith. So I. Many, many greater and nobler men than 
this Infidel in the far West hav even felt the screws of Rome 
and the flames of Calvin, and received an ignominous quietus 
in a Cimmerian night of oblivion, their great hearts. hushed, 
and the things that dwelt in the woundrous realms of thought 
destined never to be known. ‘‘ But we, the heirs of all the 
ages," think the things that they hav thought, and ‘‘ from out 
the fulness of our years” we hear the ever, ever, Reason 
shall rule! “ whispered by the phantom years, and a song 
from ont the distance in the ringing of our ears,” whose glad- 
some burden shall be of universal truth until time shall be 
no more. i 

With best wishes; and with the assurance of my humble 
assistance at all times in the one great cause, I am 

Fraternally yours, W. J. Torn. 


TO MR. CURTIS AND MRS. WHEELOCK. : 
Barre, Mass., Feb. 14, 286. 

Mr. Eprror: It is a mistake. Miss Gibson never ‘‘ asserted 
that Spiritualism is fraud." She only declares that some of 
the mediums practicing it are to her knowledge frauds. It 
is very desirable and necessary, Mr. Editor, that I should set 
myself right before Spiritualists who are constantly makiug 
statements similar to the above, which I hav just read in 


Tue TRUTH SERKER of Feb. 13th, over the signature, “E. F. 
Curtis, Farmington, Ohio;" and if you will allow me a few 
lines to explain my position, I will try and not be very 
lengthy : 


First. There is a genuin mental and physiéal phenomenon 


known as Spiritualism, which, I believe, has its origin on 
this planet, and in living human beings, aided and promoted 
by their environments, including the laws of mind and 
matter. ; 


Second. I hav never denied these facts. How could I, 


having been a known exemplificator of many of them, such as 
electrical detonations and illuminations, and all the various 
phases of what now is known as clairvoyance, magnetism, and 
healing, ever since my birth, nearly sixty-five years? but these 
genuin, I know, are often imitated and counterfeited by 


mediums. 
Third. I believe other manifestations such as materializa- 
tion, independent state-writing, the projecting of living 


birds, persons, flowers, stones, vegetables, and solid sub- 


stances through the walls of buildings, were never done in 
one single instance; but I only require proof of the facts in 
order to admit them. : 

Fourth. If others are genuin mediums and do not produce 
the. manifestations themselvs, I know Mr. Truesdell' per- 
formed his himself in the case contested. He did not tell me 
so; I saw him do them; and is not that stronger proof that he 
did do them than the negation, ‘‘spirits did them," when no 
one saw spirits do any such thing? JI not only saw him per- 
form them, but every one in the circle heard him repeat how 
he did them, and many of the tests he proved to them he did 
do, one by drawing his cardboard *' Ella" from out of his 
sleeve and producing ‘‘ Ella” on a lady's arm in sight of us 
all—the very name we had seen on his arm a few moments 
before, pronounced by them all à wonderful display of spirit- 
power and intelligence. 

Now “let us see who is credulous,” demands Mr. Curtis. 
** You admit, we all admit, that Truesdell takes a clean slate, 
puts a bit of pencil on it, and ties a slate on this, or puts the 
first slate tight up under the table-leaf, and writing is done 
on the slate. Ellatells us she is sure, yes, she may say she 
‘knows Truesdell does it? We say spirits did it, using 
for the purpose an element they find in Truesdell that they 
do not find in all," etc., etc. 
` Why, Mr. Curtis, Mr. Truesdell wrote some of thosc mes- 
sages and showed them to us on the afternoon of the day on 
which they were exhibited in the evening, and do you sup- 
pose spirits wrote them over again at his dictation, or in 
other words copied them, and others he wrote at intervals 
during the seance after he had obtained the names by open- 
ing the ballots on which they were written, which I saw him 
do? I know how all this writing was done just as well as 
the circle knows how ‘ Ella” was made on the arm. I saw 
Mr. Truesdell make the letters in the afternoon of the second 
day and paste them on the cardboard for evening use, he 
having obtained the name the night previous by hearing one 
of the circle say, “I suppose Mrs. R——- was disappointed 
in not getting a message from Ella;” hence the name the 
next evening on Mr. Truesdels arm. ‘Conditions were 
favorable.” Sometimes the slates were changed after they 
were sponged off, and sometimes other measures were re- 
sorted to to produce the writing, but you may rest assured 
in-every instance it was done by the hand of Mr. Truesdell; 
and in the Mrs. Simpson test, after the slate was put under 
the table, a very ingenious trick but very simple, however, 
after you know how it is done. You seem to be sure that 
spirits do it because you cannot account for it in any other 
way, but there are ways, you perceive, to account for too 
many of these performances for any one to be very sure that 
allare not either trick or our own minds. But Mr. Curtis asks 
(and Mrs. Wheelock in Jan. 16th asks the same question 
substantially) how ‘‘a girl not over four years old that had 
not attended school, knew nothing of writing, under some 
influence would write, the writing would claim to come from 
the dead so-called;” how could she thus write ? 

Who has not heard of a self-induced psychology, and a 
psychology not self-induced that one person exercises over 
another, as did Professor Grimes and other operators over 
their subjects, where they could be made to believe they 
were kings or queens, or in a. moment become great orators, 
thougli never having before raised their voice in public, and 
doing other things equally as wonderful? I hav not the 
least doubt that the little girl did just what is credited to 
her, also, in the case cited by Mrs. Wheelock, for I hav done 
quite as remarkable things a hundred times, but being an 
evolutionist and not believing in a designer, I can account 
for it satisfactorily to my own mind without the aid of 
spirits. i 

Mr. Curtis says, “Let them meet on facts.” Mrs. Whce- 
lock inquires, ** Will Truesdell & Co. please explain?" Yes, 
but you will not accept our explanation of the facts any 
more than he will yours. Shall we ther call names and 
stigmatize? Now it does not hurt me to be called ''fraud- 
hunter” by implication; I who hav been sccking truth all 
my life more than any other one thing else, but who some- 
times foura-fraud instead, and was honest enough and brave 
enough to adnut and avow it when apparently it was against 


my interest to do so It has cost me something to speak 
what I knew was truth all these years since I discovered as I 
thought the facts underlying Spiritualisin, so-called, were not 
attributable to spirits, and my self-respect demands of me an 
expression of the same; also that I do not believe in genuin 
matcrialization and slate-writing. No, not for one moment, 
even thc wonderful tests reported from Liberal, Mo., tliat 
hav recently so startled the country. : f 

I hav no disposition to impute bad motivs to every believer 
in Spiritualism, nor fraud to every so-called me dium, while 
I am free to say that I hav but little charity for the spiritual 
swindlers whd hav impcsed upon our Owens, Chaineys, Wal- 
sers, and other noble, honest, intellectual men and women. 

I trust T am now understood. Yours truly, 

Erra4 E. Gipson, 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“i Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


From Childhood to Age. 


Dear, gentle child, with the sunny brow, 
The canvas is spread and thy vessel’s prow 
Is turning away from the eastern shore ; 
Thy ship is to sail life’s waters o’er. 

The skies are bright, and the pearly spray 
Is dancing and sparkling along the bay. 


I look around on the landscape green, 

There are beautiful hills and vales between ; 
The lambkins are skipping in innocent glee, 
The birds are building in wall and tree; 
Sweet perfumes arise from gardens of thymo; 
The bells are swinging in silvery chime. 


?Tis a lovely land thou art going to leave, 

For its innocent joys thou wilt sometimes grieve, 
For the emerald glades where the violets sleep 
On the tossing seas thou wilt sometimes weep ; 
As thy bark shall traverse the troubled surf, 
Thou wilt often long for the velvet turf. 


Go forth, O my child, and gather the flowers; 
Go, gather the vines from the woodland bowers. 
They will wither, ’tis true, their hues will depart, 
But their scent will remain to comfort the heart. 
It will whisper to thee of the morning land, 

As thou bearest away to the western strand. 


The jewels of wisdom thy mother gave, 

Take in memory’s casket upon the wave; 

Take thy girdle of truth, with its flowing length, 
To gird up thy loins when thou need'st strength, 
And fold, for the voyage, thy garments white ; 
Thou wilt need them to wear in the Isles of Light 


My darling, farewell, time cannot be stayed, 

The ship is atloat, the anchor is weighed; 

The breezes are out and the billows play, ` 

As they bear thee from childhood to age away. 

May thy heart be brave and thy courage strong, 

Should the seas be rough and the journey long. 
Denver, Col, Mrs. Bucxner-Jounson, M.D. 

— m 
Sunny Memories. 

In looking back from fifty-five to sixty 
years I think of the joy I used to feel over 
the glory of an English springtime, when the 
crocuses and violets came to gladden the 
hearts with their beauty, and the latter espe- 
cially with its delicious odor. When quite 
young, with what delight we used to trudge 
along the hedgerows that were beginning to 
show their myriad tips of fresh green, to 
gather these early flowers! A little later in 
March or early April came the lovely prim- 
roses, almost white in their primitiv state, 
but by a curious process of culture, viz., the 
frequent turning upside down of the roots, 
made to assume all shades, from the creamy 
white to the deep carnation. After these the 
charming daisies, and the lovely cowslips, 
and the jubilant buttercups. This wealth of 
natural flowers is one of nature’s best means 
of education for the little lads and lasses of 
“ Merry England." Under these inspiring 
influences, 'tis no wonder that the little 
people, free from the curse of shop or fac- 
tory, hav such bright, plump, ruddy faces. 
Iremember also with what delight the little 
chaps hunted for the shells the snails had left, 
partly for purposes of adornment, but more 
for the purpose of playing ‘' Sniggy.” This 
game was the pressing of the apex of your 
shell against that of another boy's, thé owner 
of the victorious shell taking one from the 
loser. “Harvest time” had two seasons of 
great interest to girl and boy life. These were 
** gleaning" and ‘‘ harvest home." 

The ‘‘ gleaners," composed of all sizes and 
ages, but principally the mothers and the 
girls and boys, would line out the wheat 
fields and file along as steadily as soldiers on 
dress parade, save laughter and mirth were 
freely mingled with the picking up of every 
spear of grain the generous or close-fisted 
farmers had left. Of course it was tiresome 
for us little folks, but the jolly times we had 
for a season after we had sat in a circle to eat 
our dinners made us more than forget all 
our effort in the way of tiresome labor. The 
mothers were girls again, and the sweet, rosy 
cheeked girls were concentrated joy itself. 
There were all kinds of innocent games, 
mixed with laughter and song, and kissing, 
and the jolliest of all the fun was for us little 
fellows to chase the mothers and smother 
them with kisses. So much are these im- 
pressed on my memory, that like the fra- 
grance of ihe violets, those mother kisses 
they gave us in return are felt now. ‘ Har- 
vest home !” what a glorious affair this was 
as the last load of grain was trimmed with 
oak and beech, and the little pcople piled on 
the top, and driven into town or village amid 
shouts and laughter, where we were drenched 


with water thrown on us from any source by 
anybody. It was a joyous jubilee. I could 
go on and tell you for a long time how much 
of joy and delight were crowded into an ordi- 
nary girl's or boy's life in those days, but I can- 
not paint the untold joy they hav left along 
the ''lifeline" of the years till now. These 
belong to the externals of early life; there are 
another class of memories still more precious. 
These consist of early friendship, early love. 
Always first with me is the love I bore my 


mother, and out of which has grown, and. 


still remains a charmed influence, diffusing 
itself through my whole being, commending 
where it is deserved, and chiding where it is 
necessary. 

Next in order is the recollection of my 


school-day companions and their peculiarities . 


—the bashful, awkward boys and the pretty, 
saucy girls, with all the mental and moral 
shades between. What fun it used to be to 
tease some of the bashful boys, who were 
“ head over ears in love," and dare not say so. 
'There is always the pert boy, who is usually 
a tyrant, and I laugh now as.Irecollect how 
one of these had the conceit taken óut of him 
by getting a sound thrashing from an awk- 
ward, bashful lad who had been thought 
rather cowardly. The occasion was at a top- 
spinning game, where one of these perts 
abused a smaller boy. The tyranny was so 
apparent that the English love of fair play 
that is part of a miniature John Bull’s inherit- 
ance roused the indignation of the bashful 
lad, who said, ‘‘ Why don’t you take a fellow 
of your size,” and suiting the words to the 
blow struck him in the face and made his nose 
bleed. A little tussle, of course, but justice 
was triumphant, and the girls as well as the 
boys shouted for the victor. 

Our school-days, though not oppressiv as to 
numbers, were full of sunshine—and why? 
‘Because we always sought to seek the loving 
side, to avoid quarreling, and yet to fight our 
way sooner than submit to the school-yard 
tyrants. _ : : 

Out of theserudimentary causes the woman 
and man are perfected, and just as in early 
life we lay the foundations of happiness will 
the superstructure of later years be seen. 
Whether these little people can or do catch 
the brightest sunshine of early life depends 
very much on how well those who exert a 
guardian care over them perform their duty. 
While the great problem of human rights is 
under discussion, the more important phase 
of it, rights of children, is very apt to be for- 
gotten or disregarded. Among the first of 
these is the right to be;well born; frceas pos- 
sible from any hereditary taint of mind or 
body. Next the right to healthful and pure 
associations, entire freedom from all theolog- 
ical bias, and an opportunity to develop mind 
and body in harmony with the highest scien- 
tific conception of what nature’s laws are, 
Such a thought as an aristocracy of race or 
sex should never be even hinted at, and all 
teaching in this regard save that which incul- 
cates the democracy of human nature in its 
entirety should beavoided. This truthfulness 
and integrity toward children would call out 
and leave completely free their generous im- 
pulses and nobler instincts. 

Now, my dear young friends, you perceive 
how it is in your power, if the elders do their 
duty, to build up your own temples of happi- 
ness; to make them the source of comfort, 
strength, and perpetual delight; not for nar- 
row, selfish ends, but for the broader and no- 
bler purpose of encouragement to others 
whose early associations hav been less bright 
than yours. 


In attaining this condition, threats of future 
punishment or promis of future heaven is not 
necessary. If the vision is not obstructed, it 
will see clearly all within the scope of its 
view; 'tis so with the mind unclouded, with 


superstition and base conceptions of the rights’ 


of race or sex. It will understand that the 


‘false and unjust, which cause pain, should be 


avoided, and that mutual dependence, or our 
obligation to others for much we get and 
need, requires that we should be as willing to 
assist as we are to be assisted. Lydia Maria 
Child said in her ‘‘ Letters from New York :” 
* Everything has its bright side." It is 
equally true that there is the shadow side also; 
therefore while we may gather—to use a 
figure—the sunshine and scatter it, we may 
reap the shadows and fill the memory with 
ugly and disagreeable pictures. It is not a 
hard thing to store the mind with pleasant 
things; 'tis much easier for girls and boys to 
hav a good than a miserable time. Generosity 
is better than selfishness. Beauty of action 
and conduct makes plain faces charming and 
attractiv, while selfishness and vanity mar the 


is preferable to external adornment or book- 
It is well indced if the riches 


ish smartness. 
of the mind, with beauty of form and dress, 
are united, but where they are not loveliness 
of character is the superior, for it exhibits, 
and produces, a never-failing supply of sunny 
memories. GEORGE LYNN. 
Lockport, IU., Feb. 1, 286 E.M. 
eo 


Mr. Delmar’s Little Story. 


Dear CuItpren: When I was a boy of per- |: 


haps ten years of age, I lived in a village 
where they had a young lady school teacher. 
I did not attend school myself, but the report 


| of the children who went there was to the 


effect that she was very good and kind to 
them, that she entered with a spirit of emu- 
lation into all their little games of pleasure 
and amusement, and my boyish heart warmed 
toward her, and I had a yearning desire to 
make her acquaintance, and hav her take 
kindly notice of me. But I was ignorant, 
and knew not how to doit. In fact, though 
not a pleasant reflection, I was considered by 
many a stupid blockhead. Nevertheless I 
made up my mind to attract her notice some- 
how, and waited:and watched a long time 
without an opportunity presenting itself, un- 
til one Sunday, when the people were leaving 
church. She was among the number, but 
walked separate from the others. In a fit of 
desperation, I ran to her, grasped her dress, 
and gave it a violent pull, and then stood still. 
Instantly she turned, and with eyes blazing 
with anger, and a tone of voice I shall never 
forget, she said, “If you do that again, sir, 
you shall suffer for it.” | 

. Her manner and tone of voice absolutely 
paralyzed my senses for a while, and I stood 
rooted to the spot, until I was jostled by the 
other churcligoers returning home. I then 
turned my steps homeward, while the tears of 
shame, grief, and regret wclled up into my 
heart and my eyes in unutterable woe. If 
She had turned and said kindly: ‘‘ You are 
very rude, my little man, but I guess you did 
not mean to be, did you? What is your 
name, and where do you liv?" etc., she 
would hav retained the prominent place in 
my heart she had so long occupied, but— 
well, she misunderstood me. 

The moral for children is to study how to 
show theirlove and admiration for their eld- 
ers in a polite and becoming manner; and to 
teachers and others to be lenient with chil- 
dren, and not be forever ready to misconstrue 
their intentions, and remember that the bud- 
ding minds of some children unfold very 
slowly, who, from their ignorance, and the 
obscurity of their perceptions, manifest.an 
uncouth manner and rude familiarity in sin- 
gular contrast with their sincere and loving 
hearts. H. DELMAR. 

Eureka Cal. 


[True it is that many children are thus re- 
pulsed and misunderstood. A wound is 
made in their delicate, sensitiv natures that 
remains for a liife-time. Had the teacher, in 
the above instance, come from a school of 
science and humanity, instead of a church, 
she would, we trust, hav better understood 
the law of kindness, and would hav met the 
little boy in a more tender and compassionate 
spirit.—Ep. C. C.] 


** The Infidel School-teacher and Handsom- 
est Woman" are two pretty stories under one 
cover, written by(Mrs.. E. D. Slenker, the well- 
known Radical writer and reformer. "These 
are healthy, wholesome stories, and full of 
strength, beauty, usefulness. All the chil. 
dren, of course, and young folks, as well as 
old ones, will want to read them; and as the 
price is only 20 cents, of course everyone can 
afford to buy a copy, and thus encourage the 
author to write more Liberal stories for the 
young.—En. C. C. 


Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—9c0NUNDRUM. 


What object mentioned in the “tent scene” 
between Brutus and Cassius is here repre- 


most perfect features. To be esteemed good sented ? 


2.—DOUBLE ACROSTIO. 


The initials and final letters of the objects 
here represented, taken in their order, will 
giv the names of two forcign animals. j 
ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN THE OHILDREN’S CORNER, 

FEB. 18, 1886. ` 
1.—How sweet is life when hope is high, 

And points us to the goal 

Where pleasures dance in every eye, 

Aud joys their wings unfold. 


2.—Eliza May Alexander. 8.—Carbuncle. 
4.—$3,960,468. §.—655,360 acres. 
6.—'*Not how much, but how well.” 
ODE : 
Correspondence. 


Irnaoa, Mion., Jan. 23, 1886. 
Drar Miss Wixow: I see my other letter 
was not a burden to you, so I thought I 
would bother you again, for ma often says 
little girls are ** miserable little comforts.” I 
guess you will think so too, so many little 
girls writing to you. We hav very nice 
weather up in Michigan this winter. Splen- 
did sleighing now! Papa takes me to school 
every morning—picks up all the little girls 
and one little boy on the way. We hav a 
happy time. We hav a graded school and 
six teachers. In my room we hav sixty-nine 
Scholars. Your little friend, . i 
FANNIE KELLEY. 


[We call little girls, and boys too, ‘‘ dlessed ° 
little comforts,” and we are never tired of 
their letters.—Enp. C. C.] ^ 

MoMiINNvILLE, Or., Jan. 24, 1886. 

To THE EDITOR oF THE CHILDREN’S CORNER, 
Dear Madam: My father is a great reader, 
and thinks much of Tur TRUTH SEEKER, and ` 
by his request I will try to write you a letter. 
It is my first experience in anything of this 
kind, so you must not expect much. : 

We are having a pleasant winter; no snow 
until the 17th of January, and then it snowed 
one foot deep and lay on three days. To-day 
the ground is bare. During December we 
had considerable rain, but that is nothing un- 
common for this state. i 

We hav two large orchards, which bear us 
apples, pears, prunes, plums, and peaches. 
There is not much profit in drying fruit to 
sell, as it is so plentiful. 

My father is a farmer chiefly. He and his 
two sons run a farm of two hundred acres. 
He is seventy-five years old, but, when well, 
he makes as good a hand as most of the 
young men. 

Pll not write Any more this time, as it is 
the first; will try and do better next time. I 
am thirteen years old, and this is the first let- 
ter I ever tried to write to a paper. 

Your friend, Ners Orps. 


Fox LAKE, ILL., Jan. 25, 1886. 

Dear Miss Wixox: When I read Tne 
TRUTH SEEKER and see so many children 
writing such nice letters, it makes me feel as 
though I wanted to write to you and send 
you my thanks for the nice stories in the 
Children's Corner, which I so much like to 
read. Grandpa and grandma take Trw 
TRUTH SEEKER, and I read it and am de- 
lighted with the Children's Corner. 

Iam a little girl eight years old, and I hav 
two little sisters; one is three years old. 
Mamma died about a month ago, and left a 


darling little baby a few hours old. It has 
no name yet. My auntie has got her. Now 


we hav no mamma, but grandma stays with 


us. 
I had the ‘‘Story Hour,” and liked it so 
well that I learned the stories almost by 
heart; so I gave it to my cousin, Gertie 
Drury. I want to get the “Apples of Gold” 
very much, but grandma says I must wait till 
my ship comesin. I hope it will come soon. 
But I must close now, for I hav no doubt 
you will hav hard work to make out what I 
hav written. Please accept my respects and 
good wishes. ‘Cora M. Howaxnp. 
[We all feel very sorry for Cora and, her 
little sisters in the loss of their dear mamma. 
We trust they will always be just as good 
girls as if their mamma were living, and as 
she would wish her little girls to be.—Ep. 
C. C.] 
Sunuiaur, Negr., Feb. 1, 1886. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I am eleven years old, 
and I go to school every day. I hav two sis- 
ters and three brothers. The oldest and 
youngest are girls. I wrote this in scb jol. I 
like to read the letters in the Corner. 
Yours truly, STELLA SOMERS. 
. A Lrrriz Apvice.—We wish our corre- 
spondents to be careful and spell correctly, 
to write with ink, and on one side of the pa- 
per only, when writing for the press; and al. 
ways try to write briefly on interesting sub- 
jects. Sometimes the editor is obliged to 
rewrite some of the children's letters, which 
we hope will not occur again after these 
hints. 
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HISTORY 


OF THE 


INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
' Of Europe. ` 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 
; Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3. 
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' 83 Clinton Pl., New York city. 


POCKET ATLAS 
| WORLD. 


Containing 
COLORED MAPS OF EACH STATE AND TERRI- 
TORY IN THE UNITED STATES; also 
MAPS OF THE CHIEF GRAND DIVISIONS, WITH 
COMPLETE INDEX OF EVERY COUNTRY ON 
THE FACE OF THE GLOBE 
,Iliustrated by more than One Hendred 
Colored Diagrams, Tablx-s. Ete. 

The POCKET ATLAS OF THE WORLD con- 
tains 128 pages. Six pages are given to title, index, 
ete. ; 65 pages are full-paged colored maps, and 57 
pages nre reading matter, colored diagrams, ete. 
The book is new throughout, everything being 
made expressly for it. The binding is flexible 
Leatherette—an imitation of Russia; gold side 
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THE TRUCH SEEKER CO., 
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Bible Fabrications Refuted 


and 
The Errors of the Bible Exposed, 
EE BY O. D. WHITFORD, M.D. 
‘ ` Price, 15 cents. 


E ) Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
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: THE 
- SHAKER EYE and EAR BALSAM 


SIXTY YEARS’ INVARIABLE SUCCESS. 


Best known remedy for all afflictions of these or- 
gans. WEAK EYES, WEAK EARS, DEAFNESS, 
and CATARRHAL AFFECTIONS immediately 
reached. FAILING SIGHT prevented. ROAR- 
ING OR DRUMMING OF EARS will cease. One 
box tells the whole story. | 

: rice by mail, 30 cents. 
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feug Houses 


Eh 


* * a This marvelous house has been built more than 
300 tLuestvoin our p ans 3t iso well planned that it altords 
funde roum even tor a largo family. Ist flor shown 
above; ou 2d fioor are 4 bed rooms and tn attic 2 more. 
l'euty of Closeta. The whole warmed by one chimney, 
Large illustrations and full description ofthe above 
aswell a8 of 39 other housea, raneing in cost from $400 up 
to $0,500, may be found in *SuoPPELUS MODERN LOW- 
Cost Horsts,” a large quarto pamphlet, showing also 
how to select sites, get loans, &¢. Sent postpaid on re- 
ceiptof60c, Stampataken, or send $1 bill and we willre 
turnthechange. Address, BUILDING PLAN ASSOCIATION, 
* (Menton this Paper.) 24 Beekman &t,, (Box 2702,) N. Y. 
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HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS 
AND FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. 


By Prof. H. M. Cottinger, A.M. 


This book is just what the busy world of tó-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of history from 2,000 
years B.C. on up to 1888, all in a nutshell.—Zl- 
mina Senker, 

As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 


an important place ; in the family it would be no BACON 

less important, as conveying information that all 

should be acquainted with.—Susan Wixon. Patefactus Poeta Occultatus 
My. Cottinger’s intentions in writing this book 


“IGNOTO” 


are excellent, and his standpoint admirable. It 
A.D. 1589-1600. 


may be commended as fulfilling its purpose of a 
concise and interesting historical text-book.— 
Milwaukee Sentinel, ` 
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Duties. Price, 75 cts. 


r ; 

Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Waits are published at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS EACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible: Freethought and 
Modern Progress: Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
larism; Science and ‘Bible Antagonistic; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. For all of 
the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. . 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS. 
Che Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonnell, 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 

Family Creeds. By William McDon- 
nell, author of “Exeter Hall.” Price, cloth. 
$1.25; paper, 75 cents. ' 

Exeter Hall. “ One of the most excit- 
ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vanghan. Priest and Man. 


EARL OF ESSEX AND HIS BRIDE, A.D., 1590. 


A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot's works, By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404 pages. $1.95. 

The Outcast., A deep, finely written 
. Radical story. From the London edition, By 
ned Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 

cents. 


All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. “The great charm of 
this novelis its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 


OR, 


Mex or Business Wuo Dip SOMETHING BESIDES 
Maxine Money. 


A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 
BY JAMES PARTON. 


This book contains 400 pages, plainly printed, 
treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 
helped the world; together with cight portraits. 
Mr. Parton’s works nced no commendation. They 
are standard. 

Prie-, - = - - - $1.25, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
38 Clinton Place, New York. 


WOMAN, 


In the Past, Present, and Future. 
BY A. BEBEL. 

Translated from the German by Dr. Adams Wal- 
ter. 272 pages; cloth, 75 cents; paper, 30eents, 
“Capital,” a criticism on Political Economy. By 

Carl Marx. First English translation. Published 

in 27 parts, 10 cents per part. Subscription, $2.50. 
“ Anti-Syllabus.” By Lily Curry. Price, 8 cents, 

LABOR NEWS AND PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION, 
705 Broadway, New York. 
iu list of Labor Publications mailed frec.) 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 


Price, 25 ovnte, 
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Poetry. 


Two Lives. 


Time laid his hand on the budding leaf; 
It turned to crimson, then brown and gold. 
He touched the grain; ‘twas a garnered sheaf, 
A laden bin—and the year was old. 


You walked in the sun when time was young; 
I grew in the shade and was ever old; 

My lite at last to the daylight sprung, 
And yours—crept under the graveyard mold. 


Two ways, two lives, two leaves of years, 
A sudden cloud, and a glare of sun, 
Written in passion, erased in tears! 
Is the chapter ended or but begun? 


Ce — — ——— 


Labor in Chains. 


He stands before the rich and great, 
Like captiv Samson, blind and bound, 
And winds his mighty arms around 

The lofty pillars of the state. . 


From lips of brass and hearts of stone, 
Around him slaves and masters raise 
Their songs of worship, fear, and praise, 

To Mammon perched on Dagon’s throne. 

He hears, and all his pulses thrill— 

Not to the measure of their song— 
To memories of want and wrong 
And toiling in the prison mill. 


O hope deferred and longing: vain ! 
O gyved limbs that once were free ! 
O scarred eyes that may not see ! 
O breaking heart and reeling brain ! 
All careless of his misery, d 
Or, mocking him, the rulers stand. 
Will no man take him by the hand 
And lead him forth and set him free? 
—John Swintoms Paper. 
—— 9 a — —— 
Logie ‘from Chicago. 
THE REASONING FACULTIES OF THE EDITOR OF 
THE MORNING NEWS. 


Men, Women, AND Gons.—This is a book 
by Miss Helen H. Gardener, with an intro- 
duction by Robert G. Ingersoll. It consists 
of three lectnres, entitled: ‘‘Men, Women, 
and Gods;” “ Vicarious Atonement,” and 
“ Historical Facts and Theological Fictions." 
The design of the book is the emancipation 
and elevation of woman. The end is cer- 
tainly a very laudable one, but whether the 
end would in this case justify the means may 
well be doubted. The author evidently ex- 
pects to see the day when woman will be frec 
and in the full enjoyment of all the rights, 
privileges, and immunities of man and recog- 
nized as his equal.in every particular. But 
in order to do this she deemsit necessary that 
all forms of religion shall be utterly destroyed. 
She recognizes no true religion, but is pos- 
sessed by the conviction that all had their 
origin in fables, and that the one and only 


thing on which all are agreed is that women 


hav no rights which men are bound to re- 
spect. She sees but little to choose between 


-the various systems, but on the whole regards 


Christianity as a little worse than any of the 
others, and of all the gods of the Pantheon 
Jehovah is a little the most arbitrary, un- 
reasoning, and cruel. She teaches, and un- 
doubtedly believes, that the influence of every 
form of religion has been bad and only bad 
and is without the slightest mixture or color 
of good. She admits that the condition of 
women is better in some Christian countries 
than in some heathen countries, but this she 
explains by declaring: ‘‘ What I hold is this— 
that the primary and controling causes of the 
various stages of civilization are climate and 
Soil. 

t There are, of course, many other things 
which modify the social development or civ- 
ilization in any country, . . . but no one of 
them can claim the primary place." 

In the course of the discussion she inci- 
dentally and informally, though none the less 
really, divides the human family into three, 
possibly four, classes: First, Knaves ; second, 
fools; third, Freethinkers, and possibly fourth, 
cowards. f 

The first includes the clergy of every name 
and order, of every land and every age. If 
the. class includes any others they are not 
specified, and the reader is left to infer that 
the priesthood. embodies the whole brother- 
hood of scoundrels. 

The second class includes all grades of re- 
ligionists below the order of the priesthood, 
whether activ or passiv. 

The third class includes those, and those 
only, who actually declare their independence 
of all religion and assume a hostil relation 
to it. 

The fourth class includes a possible rem- 
nant who, not being quite silly enough to 
accept by an honest faith the teachings of 
religion, are, nevertheless, frightened by some 
sort of bugaboo into the adoption of its out- 
ward forms. 

Mr. Ingersoll in the introduction says her 
arguments are ‘‘ unanswerable.” If this were 
admitted, still the question suggests itself: 

What good is to come of argument, either pro 
or con, if only knaves and fools on the one 
hand and men and women so wise as to be 


- beyond the reach of instruction on the other 


are to constitute the audience? It really 
seems strange that a lady as brilliant as Miss 
Gardener undeniably is should expend her en- 
ergies in an effort which promises so little. 
Surely, à system intrenched as religion is in 
the hearts of the people, even though they be 
knaves and fools, requires weapons of larger 


caliber than the fair lecturer has brought to 
bear to accomplish its overthrow. . 

If it be asked why religion livs and thrives 
in spite of all opjfosition the answer might be: 
Because man has a religious nature and can 
not liv without it. If this is not thought spe~ 
cific enough, note the following: 

1. There is in man a desire for life which 
clings to him until death—a desire so strong 
and so constant as to awaken a conviction 
that life is to Jast beyond the incident of 
death. : 

9. There is in man what, for want of a bet- 
ter term, is called conscience. This recog- 
nizes a distinction between right and wrong, 
begets à feeling of responsibility, and points 
to some power without and beyond the man 
to which he is accountable for his conduct. 
But the terms right and wrong imply a law or 
rule of conduct which places upon man an 
obligation to do the right and shun the wrong. 
Not that there is any -intuitiv perception of 
what is right or wrong, but a recognition of 
the fact of such a distinction in moral con- 
duct. 

8. Another of the common experiences of 
mankind is a sense of dependence. This feel- 
ing, the offspring of human weakness and 
need, comes with more or less intensity to all, 
and at times becomes a burden almost too 
heavy to be borne. 

The above analysis is, of course, very far 
from exhaustiv, but is believed to explain 
why men believe ina future life, in a moral 
law, and in a God. So firmly is this faith 
imbedded in the universal soul that when one 
comes forward. and challenges its truth, 
whether it be a brilliant Ingersoll, or his glib- 
tongued echo, the world pronounces him a 
crank. And, though the mob may rush to 
hear his ravings, it is done for the same rea- 
sons that would prompt the same crowd to 


| views the ** freaks" in a dime museum. New 


York. The Truth Seeker Compauy.—Chicago 
Morning News. 

In the issue of the Mews containing this re- 
markable review of Miss Gardener’s book we 
find on the editorial page an equally remarka- 
ble allegory to show that a ‘‘God” exists. It is 
entitled . : 

RODOLPH AND HIS KING. 


“Tell me, father,” said the child at Ro- 
dolph’s knee, ‘‘tell me of the king." 

“There is no king, my child,” said Rodolph. 
* What you hav heard are old women's tales. 
Do not believe them, for there is no king." 

“But why then,” queried the child, ** do all 
the people praise and call on him—why do the 
birds sing of the king, and why do the brooks 
always prattle his name as they dance from 
the hills to the sea ?" : 

* Nay," answered Rodolph, ‘‘ you imagin 
these things—there is no king; believe me, 
child, there is no king." 

So spake Rodolph, ‘but scarcely had he ut- 
tered the words when the cricket in the chim- 
ney corner chirped loudly, and his shrill 
notes seemed to say: ‘“‘ The king—the king.” 
Rudolph could hardly believe his ears; how 
had the cricket learned to chirp these words ? 
It was beyond all understanding. But stlil 
the cricket chirped, and still his musical 
monotone seemed to say, ‘‘ The king—the 
king,” until, with an angry frown, Rodolph 
strode from his house, leaving the child to 
hear the cricket’s song alone. 

But there were other voices to remind Ro- 
dolph of the king. The sparrows were flut- 
tering under the caves, and they twittered 
noisily as Rodolph strode along. ‘‘ The king, 
king, king! The king, king, king,” twittered 
the sparrows, and their little tones were full 
of gladness and praise. 

A thrush sat in the hedge, and she wassing- 
ing her morning song, It was a hymn of 
praise. How beautiful itwas! ‘The king, 
the king, the king,” sang the thrush, and she 
sang, too, of his goodness. It was a won- 
drous song, and it was all, all about the king. 

The doves cooed in the elm-trees. “ Sing 
to us!” cried their little.ones, stretching out 
their pretty heads from the nests. Then the 
doves nestled hard by and murmured lulla- 
bies, and the lullabies were of the king who 
watched over and protected even the little 
birds in their nests. 

Rodolph heard these things and they filled 
him with anger. . 

* It is a lie!” muttered Rodolph; and in 
great petulance he came to the brook. 

How noisy and rompiug the brook was; 
how capricious, how playful, bow furtiv. 
And how it called to the willows and prattled 
to the listening grass as he scampered on his 
way. But Rodolph turned aside and his face 
grew darker. He did not like the voice of 
the brook, for lo! just as the cricket had 
chirped and the birds had sung, so did this 
brook murmur and prattle and sing ever of 
the king, the king, the king. 

So, always after that, wherever Rodolph 
went, he heard voices that told him of the 
king; yes, even in their quiet, humble way, 
the flowers seemed to whisper .the king’s 
name, and every breeze that fanned his brow 
had a tale to tell of the king and his goodness. 

'" But there is no .king!” cried Rodolph. 
“ They all conspire to plague me. There is 
no king—there is no king.” 

Once he stood by the sea and saw a mighty 
ship go sailing by. The waves plashed on the 
shore and told stories to the pebbles and the 
sands. Rodolph heard their thousand voices 
and he heard them felling of the king. 

Then a great storm came upon the sea—a- 
tempest such as never before had been seen. 
The waves dashed mountains high, and over- 


whelmed the ship, and the giant voices of the 
winds and waves cried of the king, the king! 
The sailors strove in agony till all seemed lost. 
Then, when they: could do no more, they. 
stretched out their hands and called upon the 
king to save them—the king, the king, the 
king! 3 ; 
odolph saw the tempest subside. The 
angry winds were lulled, and the mountain 
waves sank into sleep, and the ship came 
safely into. port.. Then the sailors. sang a 
hymn of praise, and the hymn was of the 
king and to the king. . 

“But there is no king!” cried Rodolph. 
“Tt is a lie—there is no king!” 

Yet everywhere he-went he heard always 
of the king—the king's name and the kine's 
praises were on every tongue; aye, and the 
things that had no voices seemed to wear the 
king's name written upon them, until Ro- 
dolph neither saw nor heard anything that 
did not mind him of the king. 

Then in great anger Rodolph said: **I will 
go to the mountain tops; there I shall find no 
birds, nor trees, nor" brooks, nor flowers, to 
prate of a monarch no one has ever seen.. 
There shall there be no sea to vex me with its 


"murmurings, nor any human voice to dispute 


me with its superstitions.” 

So Rodolph went to the mountains, and he 
scaled the loftiest pinnacle, hoping that there 
at last he might. hear no more of that king 
whom none had ever seen. And, as he stood 
upon the pinnacle, what a mighty panorama 
was spread before him, and what a mighty 
anthem swelled upon his ears! "The peopled 
plains, with their songs and murmurings, lay 
far below; on every side the mountain peaks’ 
loomed up in snowy grandeur, and overhead 
he saw the sky, blue, cold, and cloudless, 
from horizon to horizon. 

What voice was that which spoke in Ro- 
dolph’s bosom then as Rodolph’s eyes beheld 
this revelation? 

“There is a king!" said the voice. ‘The 
king livs, and this is his abiding-place!” 

And how did Rodolph’s heart stand still 
when he felt Silence proclaim the king—not in 
tones of thunder, as the tempest had pro- 
claimed, nor in the singing voices of tbe birds 
and brooks, but so swiftly, so surely, so 
grandly, that Rodolph’s soul was filled with 
awe ineffable. M 

Then Rodolph cried: ‘‘ There is a king and 
I acklowledge him. Henceforth my voice 
shall swell the songs of all in earth and air and 
sea that know and praise his name !” 

So Rodolph went to his home. He heard 
the cricket singing of the king—yes, and the 
sparrows under the eaves, the thrush in the 
hedge, the doves in the elms, and the brook, 
too, all singing of the king; and Rodolph's 
heart was gladdened by their music. And all 
the earth and the things of the earth seemed 
more beautiful to Rodolph now that he be- 
lieved in the king, and to the song all nature 
sang to the king Rodolph’s voice and Ro- 
dolph’s heart made harmonious response. 

** There is a king, my child,” said Rodolph 
to his little one. ‘Together let us sing to 
him, for he is our king, and his goodness abid- 


^ . 
|In gersoll’s Tributes 
REDUCED IN PRICE, s 

"We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose. poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, ilumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: 
The Vision of War, 

Tribute to his Brother, 
` The Grant Banquet Toast, 


The price of these heretofore has, been $1. We 
THE FOUR FOR FIFTY.CENTS. Mailed secure 


from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Pl., New York. 


eth forever and forever." 


We hav seen no instance where an editor 
“gave himself away,” as the rude boys say, 
so completely as the News man. The story is 
printed under the department heading of 
“Sharps and Flats "—sharp -writer and flat 
editor?—and is of a piece with the dull rea- 
soning used by the book reviewer. Miss 
Gardener wonld hav no difficulty in classify- 
ing this specimen. He would come in the. 
class ‘‘ which includes all religionists below 
the order of the priesthood.” 

————————À a ——— —— — 


Miss Gibson's Compliments. 


To the Editor of the Truth Seeker : 

Iwil only say your illustrations are im- 
mense. No one need be told it who sees Tur 
TRUTH SEEKER. 


To John E. Remsburg : 

Permit me.to thank you for the receipt of 
a copy of your ‘‘Sabbath-Breaking.” Just 
now, when legal enactments against the viola- 
tion of Sunday laws are being agitated as 
scarcely ever before, your book is a beacon 
light to those not conversant with the facts it 
reveals. Perhaps thé most valuable and im- 
portant portion of the whole work, among all 
its good things, is the proof that the Chris- 
tians Sunday is not the Hebrew Sabbath of 
old, and is unauthorized by Jesus and his im- 
mediate followers. Trusting it will hav an 
immense circulation, and be productiv of the 
good you anticipate, Iam with you for the 
abolition of the authority and legality of the 
Christian Sabbath. 


To Wiliam Henry Burr: 

Posterity will thank you for “The Son- 
nets.” My opinion is of no value.in deciding 
the merits of the question whether Shak- 
spere or Bacon wrote ‘‘The Sonnets,” and I 
only hope to call attention to your work be- 
cause it ¿s your work—where depth of 
thought, critical acumen, correct analysis, 
and historical accuracy are always found; 
hoping thereby to increase its circulation and 
usefulness and gladden the heart of its 
author. ‘Yourstruly, Erra E. Greson. 


LITHOGRAPHS 


CHARLES DARWIN. 


—o0-— 


Admirers of the Great Naturalist, and practically 
the father of Evolution, will be glad. to know that 
we hav a fine lithograph of him for sale—size 
18}¢x24 inches on heavy plate paper. Framed, the 
picture will make a .splendid ornament for the 
parlors of Freethinkers. Price, 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
` 33 Clinton P1., New York. : 


A NEW PAMPHLET.—JUST OUT. 


ADAMI AND HEVA, 


BY 8. P. PUTMAM.: 


A poetic version of the Indian Story of the Gar- 


den of Eden, in which its superiority to the muti- 
lated copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. 


PRICE, 10 CENTS. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
:88 Clinton Place, New York. 


J. E. REMSBURG'S APPOINT- 
MENTS. 


J. E. Remsburg left Atchison for the East on the 


3d inst. The following is his program so far a8 - 


arranged : . 


Susana S Sun., Feb, 28. 
Mon 


Troy; N.Y. 
Warrensburg) °° Tu., Wed., Mar. 1. 9 8. 
j : 


Cohoes ur. 4. 
Saco, Me..... 5 6. 
Portland, Me Ts 
Boston, Mass T. i 
Providence, R. L................. Mon. * 8 
Meriden, Conn....Tu., Wed., Thur., Mar. 9, 10, 11. 
ew York... eee cece een enone Fri, 5512 = 
Baltimore, Mad................... Sun. * 14 


In addition to the above, Mr, lHemsbur: will, 


aples, N. Y.; Kent, O. ; Perrysburg, ’O. ; Tonto- 
fons. 0.; € 
nd.; Burr Oak., Mich.; Paris, 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 
The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli- 
cal Works, 

By THOMAS PAINE, 


“The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, oe Six copies for 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 


Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such’ 
will not leave num-, 


flaming arguments 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of asepa- 


ration.” . 
Price, 35 cents. 
For either of these works, or any of Paine’s 


writings, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
. 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 
- SUBJECTS: 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote, In one hand- 
some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in English or German. 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. : 

Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B. Foote. Five volumes, at $1 each, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2. 

SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
.250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth 
‘volume of “Science in Story.”) 50 cents. 

HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 198 pages. 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents, ; ] 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES 
phlets). By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “Pucteria 
intheir Relation to Disease," representing the germ 
theory, adyocating personal and pubhe hygiene 

and opposing vaccination; “Health in the Sun- 
beam,” considering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and well. By mail, 10 cents each. 

HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). ‘The Law 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages, cloth 
bound, $2; “Heredity,” by Loring Moody, 159 

pages, cloth, 75 cents; “The Law of Heredity,” by 
E H. Marsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 
Human Temperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; “ Generation before Regen- 


ports of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 

1882,” 10 cents; “Third Annual Convention of the 

Institute of Heredity, May 29, 1888,” 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Address at Harry Miller’s Grave, ` 


offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 


SCIENCE IN STORY; on, Sammy Tubbs, the - 


(Dime Pam- . 


eration,” by Dr. E. B. Foote, AN cents; “Re-. 


^ Ingersolls Works. 


... The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; ‘cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, < “The ` Gods,’ 
* Humboldt,” “ Thomas Paine,” ** Individual- 
. ity, and “ Heretics and Heresies.” ` 

The Ghosts Paper, 50 cts; cloth, 1.25 
Contents: “ The Ghosts,” * Liberty for Man 
Woman, and Child,” “The Declaration of In 
dependence,” “About FParming.in Illinois; 
c The Grant Banquet,” “The Bev. Alexande 
; : Clark,” The Past Rises before: Me. Like : 
‘ Dream,” and “ A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll. 
. Nome Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts 

* “cloth, $1.25. MAN RS Ta 
Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts 
plain cloth, $1.25. ane 


What Must We Do to Be Saved; Pa 
per, 25 cents. KT Meet 

The Christian Religion... By R..G 

' Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah S. Black, and Prof 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper 
10 cents. $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed b 
large, clear type, and containing as much a 
could be delivered in two ordinary lecturer 
This makes a grand missionary. document 

Liberals should scatter it generously. Dr 
Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers t 
m & Number of Vital Questions Propounded. b; 
the editor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents; 5 
cents per dozen; 25 copies, $1;.100 copies, $€ 
Millions of these should be circulatéd: by Free 
De „thinkers, VR eee : 
*'. Vindication of Thomas Paine fron 
! the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob 

. ert G. Ingersoll Price, 10 cents. `. 
Address on the Civil Rights Bill 
"s Large size octavo, paper, 15 cents... ^. , 

Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. . `. 
ound in one volume. To meet the deman: 
for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has hac 
. all his lectures, except the latest on * Ortho 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in hal 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,30 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly iov 

' price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. Put 

Tributes. There hav been so man; 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s “Tribute t 

is Brother,” '"The Vision of War,” the “Gran 
Banquet Toast," and the recent address ove: 
“Little Harry Miller's Grave,” that they ha’ 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu: 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suita 
.. ble for framing; and the four will be Yerwarde 
to any address, prepaid, for 50cts, or either on» 
‘for 15 cents. ` ` : 

The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, ani 
Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true t 
life, price, $1.50 each, Every admirer of thes: 
ppostles ot Religious Liberty should hav thes 

sts. à 
Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll 


$3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents; card, 20 cts 
| : Address THE TRUTH SEEKER i 
83 Clinton Place, New York. i 


OJE. Remsburg’s Works. 


-< -- -False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 

2 -. Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, Asa 

Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 

the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 

The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 

showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 

itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 

Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 

the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 

E Antislavery Reform; the Woman’s Rights 

i Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
Church and the Republic. 


: Bible Morais. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture : Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating; Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals ; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignoranée and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount ou larger quantities. 

re £ ie 

Sabbath-Breakiug. This is the best 
and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
‘batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 

r2 Sabbath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 
, Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Seholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 

: Laws. Price, 25 cents; six copies, $1.00. 

Image. Breker. Six Lectures: De- 

cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash 
. ington an Unbeliver; Jefferson and Unbeliever- 

Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 

5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts. 
; Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligions and Political Liberty, Tells the stor 
of the Author-Hero's life, delineates the lead- 
. ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 


dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon | 


it. Choice extracts from Common Sense,” 


* American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age |- 


: of Reason " are given ; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from morc than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper. 

D neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
Loss steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 


i cloth, 6 cents. 
The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
: delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkors! Convention, J anuary 29, 1884., Price, 
cents, 
For all the above works address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


| "The Perpetual Calendar. 


Working tlie Year of Science 


And the Common Computations. 
An Almanac Forever x 


Showing the day of the week for any day of the 
month for all time past and present and to come, 
and other useful information. Price, 40 cents; 
three for $1, 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Canvassers address L. Martin, Brunswick, Ga. 


Superb p lotographs, 22x28, $5; panel, 10417,- -—-.----—--- 
o 


THE FUTURE REPUBLIC.OF NORTH AMERICA. 
TOt BY A CAPITALIST. , 


A Book Advocating Associate Life as a Remedy for Poverty, Vice, and Crime. It deals with 
the present conditions o£ society in this country, pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 
it is almost impossible that the people should be other than poor and vicious under our present sys- 
tem. The remedy, the author thinks, is in communal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of the 
future Republic of North America, as it will be when society shall be organized on the principles of 


Rational Communism. The book is vigorously and interestingly written. 

Contents: The titles of some of the chapters are: Present External Appearance of Our Re- 
public; Government and Laws; Finance; Public Improvements; Production and Distribution; 
Education ; Morality and Religion; Marriage and Divorce; Life in the New Republic; Life in the 
Existing Republic; Examination of the Objections to Communism; Methods Proposed for the 
Transition from the System of Individual Property to a System of Collectiv Property; Danger. 


Price, $1.50. 


Published and for sale by the Truth Seeker Company, 33 Clinton Place, New York City. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN.. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
Youth. By Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
stition. ‘The Only Illustrated Freethinkers’ 
Ohildren's Story-Book everissued. 66full-page 

and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heav 


toned paper, broad margins, illuminated 
covers; 4to. 294 pp., bds., $1.25. 
Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 
th 


e Young Folks. By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. - This very excel- 
lent work for jung masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
Second has been issued ata reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photograph of the author'which adds very 
much to the value of thc volume. 


Blakeman’s 200 Poetical Riddles. 
Price, 20 cents: 
By 


The Youth’s Liberal Guide. B; 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M. Price; $1.00. This 
volume aims atthe education of youth in the 
principles of Freethought, at the same time 
that it inculeates moral duties aud human 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason and 


— SHERER sense. yeni ks RUTH 
AGNOSTIC ANNUAL 


FOR 1886. 
CHAS. A. WATTS, Editor. 


Contents: Agnostic Religion, by, R. Bithell, 
B.Sc., Ph. D.—Shifting the Center of Gravity, by 
©. N.—Misconceptions of Agnosticism, by Charles 
Watts—A, Household of Untaith? by G.M, McC,— 
Is Agnosticism, of Necessity, Anti-Christian? by 
W. Stewart Ross Galadin)—Legend of the Devil's 
Dyke, Brighton, by Julian.—Emotional Aguosti- 
cism, by W. A. Leonard.—Agnosticism and Popu- 
lar Christianity, by Col, R. G. Ingersoll.—The Ee 
cial Senses, by H. J. Hardwicke, F., R. C. S.—Not 
Left comfortless, by F. J. Gould.—The Morals of 
Agnosticism, b b notus.—The Eternal Curse, by 
Wiliam Macca. —The Catholicity of Agnosticism 
by Winifred, Lady Robinson.—Christianity an 

After, by Charles C. Cattell.—Unpalatable Truths, 
by F. Sydney Morris. -Opposit Poles of Thought, 
by T. Evan-Jacob, B.A.—fFortune and the Mendi- 
cant, by Thomas Mead. 


PRICE 2% CENTS. For sale at this office. 


S ROMANCES. 


` CONTENTS: 

The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.—Zadig ; 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princess 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowns. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Microniegas.— 
The World as it Goes.—The Black and the White. 
—Meninom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature. —A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato’s Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid paper. With 67 
engravings. Price, cloth, beveled boards, $2.00. 
Halt calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


 RUPTURES CURED! 


myMedieal Compound and Improyed 
Elastic Supporter Trusa in from 30 to 
Reliable reterenres given, pend 
amp for circular, end say in what paper 
pepe my advertisement Address Capt, 


W. A. Collings, Smithville, Jefforson Co. N.Y. 


9Q days. 


| ments. | 
$32, 15 jewels. l 
| equally low. Watches cleaned, $1; springs $1; and 


| "EP Trovar A 


to Wettstein' 


Popular Jewelry Store, Rochelle, Il. 


.Genuin diamond jewelry; fine gold and silver 
watches, chains, bracelets, gold and plated jew- 
elry, silve and plated ware, optical, art, and fancy 
goods. 8 oZz., coin silver, Tigin watch, $9; 4 Oz., 


$10.50; 402., stem wind, 11 jeweled, $14.50; same, 15 
jeweled, $19; same, adjusted, $22. 
| cases, Warranted 20 years, 7 jeweled, stem wind, 


In tilled gold 
$21; 11 jeweled, $93.50; 15 jeweled, $28; adjusted, 
$31. Best filled cases add $4.50. Ladies’ filled, best 
cases, $20, 7; $22, 11; and $30 for 15 jeweled move- . 
Ladies’ solid gold, 10 k., $92, 7; $24, 11; 
For 14-Karat cases add $8. Gents 


returned per registered mail. Best spectacle in 
the world, $1. goods must suit or cash back. 
] And what is a nicer 


. 5 Tt 
; AE) TS present for either 
SONS STR your lady or gentle- 
Maced 4 man friends than 
N S one of my latest ini- 
v. y) proved model badges 
in solid gold, artis- 
tically enameled in 
three colors? Price, 
$3, $3.50, $4. With 
genuin diamond in 
rising sun, $8and $10. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN 
Rochelle, Ill. 
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A STANDARD MEDICAL WORK 
For YOUNG & MIDDLE-AGED MEN 
ES ONLY $1 BY MAIL, POSTPAID. 
ILLUSTRATIVE SAMPLE FREE TO ALL, 
ZA r (Fe 


= 


// 


A Great Medical Work on Manhood 


, Exhausted Vitality, Nervous and Physical Debil- 
ity, Premature Decline in Man, Errors of Youth, 
and the untold miseries resulting from indiscre- 
tion or excesses. A book for every man, young, 
middle-aged, and old. It contains 195 prescriptions 
for all acute and chronic diseases, each one of 
which is invaluable. So found by the author, whose 
experience for 95 years is such as probably never 
before fell to the lot of any physician. 300 pages, 
bound in beautiful Freneh muslin, embossed cov- 
erg, full gilt, guaranteedto be a finer work in every 
sense —than any other work sold in thus country 


|| for $2.50 or the money will be refunded in ever 


instance, Price, only $1.00 by mail, post paid. 
Diustrativ sample free to anybody. Send now. 
Gold medal awarded the author by the National 
edical Association, to the president of which, the 
Hon.P. A. Bissel, and associate officers of the Board 
the reader is respectfully referred. ; 

The Science of Lite should be read by the youn 
for instruction, and by the afilicted for relief, it 
will benefit a < London pane a 

ere is no member of society to whoni The 
Science of Life will not be useful, whether youth, 
parent, guardian, instructor, or clergyman.—<Argo- 
naut. ; * 
Address the Peabody Medical Institute, or Dr, W. 
Parker, No, 4 Bullfinch St., Boston, Mass., who 
may be consulted on all diseases requiring skill ` 
and experience, Chronic and obstinate diseases 
that have baffled the skill of all other physicians a 
specialty. Such treated successfully, without an 
instance of failure. Mention this paper. 1y14 


DR, R. P. FELLOWS 


ş is a regularly educat- 
dins 4 ed and legally quali- 
fied physician, and 
the most successful 
as his practice will 
prove. He has for 
twenty years treated 
exclusivly all diseases 
of the Sexual Organs, 
in the cures of which 
he stands preeminent 
SPERMATORRHGA 
aud IMPOTENCY 
as the result of self- 
abuse in youth and 
sexual excesses in ma- 
turer years, causing 
night emissions «by 
dreams, loss of sexual 
power, rendering 
marriage improper and unhappy, ctc., are cured 
permanently by an outride app ication in sixty 
days. NO STOMACH MEDICIN USED. | It is one 
of Dr. Fellows’ valuable discoveries, which is en- 
tirely unknown to the medical profession. It is 
not à eatch-penny get up, such as a pad, belt, pas- 
tille, nor magnetic appliauce, but simply a medi- 
cin fo be applied externally on the parts affected, 
which cures by absorption. Send five 2-cent stamps 
for his “ Private Counselor,” giving full informa- 
tion. Address Dv. R. P. Fellows, Vineland, N. J., 


and say where you saw this advertisment. 


N. B.—Dr. Fellows begs leave to say that he is 
an Infidel of the most pronounced character. Bro, 
Liberals, your patronage is solicited. 


a? 
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The Bite Analyzed 


John R. Kelso, A.M. 


CONTENTS : 

The Old Testament.-The New Testanient.—The 
Creation.—The Delnge.—The Exodus.—The Mira- 
cles cf the Bible.—The Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Dible.—The 
Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 
the Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 
Savior. ¢ 

Crown octavo, 833 pp., Splendidly executed. Sent 
by mail, post paid. Price, $3.00. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. 
Cloth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office. 


` standstill The total is not. gnité $115, 000; 


Oxe of New York's poliéemen ` and añ ex- 


policeman hav just been convicted of highway |. 


robbery. 


A LARGE subscription has been raised for 


the widow of General Hancock, wlio died on 


‘the 9th. A bill is before Congress to gh her f 


$5,000 a year pension. 


Tur Bid Parliament reassembled on the- 
- 18th. r. Gladstone announced that the 
E of home rule for Ireland would’ not 
come up until late in March.. 


‘WoRKMEN are repairing Cyrus: W. Fields : 
monument to the spy André, at. Tappan, 
N. Y. Itis said that the stone will be reset, 
and the present inscription ‘effaced: 


YskurT Duprey, the young Englishwoman 
, who fired upon Dynamiter O'Donovan Rossa, 


and who was committed to the Middleton In- | 


sane Asylum, now desires BEES Bhe- claims 
to be no longer insane. 


Ox Wednesday of last ros done fishermen. 
found a body floating in the river. It 
proved to be that of the Rev. Jésse ‘Brady, of 
< Nortonville, Ky., who while intoxicated. lad. 
either fallen or thrown himself into the water. 


Magsor FEGLEY, of the Salvation Army at 
Wellesville, N. Y., got a divorce from his 
wife and married a little girl thirteen years. 
.old, whom he had converted: ` The people 
of the town got a rope and followed the war- 
rior to Corning with the determination, to. 
- lynch him. He was not caught. 


Tuer Rev. Mr. Dyson, a Wesleyan preacher, 

. of London, has been committed for. trial. on 
the charge of murder. A woman named 
Bartlett is implicated with. him, her husband | 
being the victim. It is alleged that the min- ; 
_ister assisted in making away with the hus- | 
band that he might possess the wife. _ | 


Tur question of suffrage for the women: of 
Rhode Island. has long been urged by the fe- 
"male citizens of that state. Recently the mät- |. 
< ter was referred to a committee. Dr. Mary. 
Walker, thelady who dresses in male attire, 
„addressed this committee last week. She was: 
- attired in a black coat, trousers, and cravat, 
. with a high collar. 
`. Tur Rev. Messrs. F. B. and F. F. Con- 
| verse, editors of the St. Louis Christian Ob- 

server, are accused by their brother-clergymen 
of havirg lied, wickedly and wilfully, in many 
particulars and at sundry times. They are 
also charged with slandering divers church- 
members and religious bodies through the 
columns of their paper. 


Dr. Kme, of the Hudson county, N. J., 
luhatic asylum, reports that he recently tried 
the experiment of putting two violently insane 
men in one cell, giving each the impression 
that it was his duty to watch the other. The 
lunatics accepted the scheme, and at the end 
of two months each reported that the other 
was cured, which was true, and both were 
discharged. 


A vouNG man, named Peter McCormick, 
sat at the bar in the General Sessions in this 
city, one day last week, incessantly praying. 
and blessing all around him. He was accused 
of. stealing a sealskin sack. Two doctors 
testified that he was religious to the point of 
insanity, and was not responsible for his acts. 
Still praying and blessing everybody, young 
McCormick was placed in the lunatic asylum. 


Joun B. Goven died at Philadelphia on 
Thursday of last week. He had shortly be- 
fore sustained a stroke of paralysis, from 
which he failed to rally. Gough was born in 
England in 1817, and was therefore sixty- 
nine years of age. He was at all-times an or- 
thodox Christian, and an able orator when 
sober. He did much for the cause of temper- 
auce, both as an advocate and as a terrible ex- 
ample. In this dual vole he made money, and 
died quite wealthy. 


Ir is reported that Bismarck will yield en- 
tirely to the demands of the pope in the set- 
tlement of the religious dispute that has been 
waged between Prussia and the papacy for 
many years. A bill is to be passed in the 
Prussian legislature providing that students 
for the Catholic priesthood shall be admitted 
to the royal college free of charge, and shall 
be supported by the state during the collegi- 
ate course. Thus the government of Ger- 
many bids fair to become a spiritual as well 
as political despotism. Between Bismarck 
and the pope it will be a good country to get 
out of. 


Odds: and Ends | 


7 


Pnuysic beats the faith cure; because it his the SD 


inside irack.. 


* GET up, Mr. Muldoon ; ; the shanty’s on a fire, awf 


the roof'!l fall in on yez |" “Never fear, Mrs. 
O'Hara; it's mesilf that's insured ag’inst acci- 
dents.” 


A STREET-CAR, With the men sitting down and 


the women standing up, and the straw on the floor, Á 


reminds one of the pig-sty. 


In the present style of shirt-collar, a young man 
of fashion may be safely trusted in the gilded halls 
of pleasure. An entire corps de ballet could not 
turn his head. 


PnocRESSIY jack-straws is slowly but surely sup- 
planting eucher among the elite. Progressiv 
Simon-says-thumbs-up will probably be the next 
fireside vagary. 


AN Eastern professor is lecturing upon “ The 
Forgotten Man.” It is not stated whether he refers 
to Adirondack Murray, of Boston; or Rutherford B. 


^| Hayes, of Fremont. 


VILLAGE Doctor : Well, Blundy, how did you 
vote, after all?” Rustic: : “ Well, sir, I promised 


the Blews, but the Yallers got hold of my missus,. 


and I says, ‘Yes.’ So, when I went to the bewth, 
and they givs me my ballot-paper, ‘ Conscience for- 


ever l’ says I to myself, goes into the box, shuts my | 


eyes, and makes a big ‘cross, promisc’ous—and 
Lord knows.how I voted.”—Punch. 


“My dear friend," said a long-haired country. 
man to the biographical expounder of a dime mu- 
seum, “is that unfortunate being really a canni- 
bal?” and he indicated a South Sea islander from 
Cork, who was sitting on a divan. “Yes, sir, that 
great living curiosity was captured while in the act 
of roasting a Presbyterian missionary over a slow 
fire.” ** Great heavens !” gasped the countryman, 
“can’t you convert him?" ** Convert him !" said 
the biographer, with disgust. “Do you s'pose the 


great American public would pay ten cents io See . 


a Christian 2?” 


THE ROMANCE OF A WATCH. 
One day his father said to John: 

“ Come here and see what I hav bought— 
A Waterbury watch, my son— 

Itis the boon you long hay sought.” 


The boy could scarce believe his eyes~ _ 
The watch was shiny, smooth, and slick— 
He snatched the nickel-plated prize, 
An’ wound away to hear it tick. 


He wound, an’ wound, an’ wound, an’ wound, 
An’ kept a windin’ fit to kill— 

The weeks an’ months, an’ years rolled round, 
But John he kep’ a windin’ still ! 


As autumns came, an’ winters went, 
An’ summer follered arter spring, 
John didn’t mind—he was intent 
On windin’ up that darned ole thing. 


He's got to be a poor old man— 

He’s bald, an’ deaf, an’ blind, an’ lame— 
But, like he did when he began, 

He keeps on windin’ jess the same, 


“TRUTH ‘SEEKER LIBRARY. 


he World's | Sages, . Thinkers; and 


` Reformers. ‘The: Biographies -ol 
‘throe hundred of: the most distinguished 
teachors:.and philosophers (who were, not 
Christians), from the time of Menu to the 
present. By D. M. Bennett. 1,075 pages, 
8vo.- Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4, 00; moroc- 
co, gilt edges, $4.50. ° 


The Champions of the Church; Their 


Crimes and Persecutions. Bio- 
graphical sketches. of prominent Chris- 
tians. A companion book to “The World's 

Sages,” etc. By D. M. BrNwETT. 8vo., 

1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4. 00; 
moröeco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


‘The Gods and Religions of Ancient 


.and Modern Times. Vol. I. givs 
a full account of all the gods the nations 
of the earth hav worshiped, including 
Jehovah, Satan,. the Holy Ghost, Jesus 
Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 835 
pages, 8vo. Vol. II. describes fully all 
the religious systems of the world, includ- 
ing Judaism, Mohammedanism, and Chris- 
tienity; the latter occupying 372 pages, 
going fully into its merits. 949. pages. 
By D. M. Benyerr. Written in prison at 
Albany. In cloth, $3.00 per volume, or 
-$5.00 for the two volumes; in leather, 
$7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, $8.00. 


Supernatural Religion. 
into the realit} of divine revelation. ` De- 
cidedly the mogt thorough and exhaustiv 
work on the claims of supernaturalism 
ever written. By EF. W. Newman, Emeritus 
Professor of the London University. 1,115 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4.00; leather, $50 Q0; 
morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examina- 
tion of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of 
Llandaff, Letters to Mr. Erskine, Essay 
on Dreams. Letter to Camille Jordan, 
The Religion of Deism, Cómmon Sense, 

. The Crisis, and The Rights of Man; the 


‘wholer - ‘eded by the Life of Paine, and 
a steel-plate portrait.- 800 pages, 8vo. 
Cloth, $3.00; leather, 


$4,00; morocco; 
gilt edges, $4.50. . 


Analysis of Religious ‘Belief. An: 


examination of ‘the Creeds, Rites, and 
Sacred Writings of the world. By Vis- 


COUNT AMBERLZY, son of the late Lord’ 


“ohn Russell, twice Premier of England. 
Vomplete from the London edition. 745 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
snorocco, gilt edges, "$4. 50. 


The foregoing volumes are called ‘The 
Truth Seeker Library." If dll are ordered to- 
gether and sent by express, one dollar will be 


deducted from the price of each.. 


An inquiry | 


: —J. S. Mi. 


‘own tlre air and sell it-by the 
ioor-tenant giv all he can pos- 
e privilege of eking out. a 
D. M. Berman: 3 


.and the passage in E NE ar 
er liveth,” must unquestion- 
here will be enough ‘generally. 


7 Pittered in ‘verbal inspiration, o 
tically: in: he verbal inen eucm of the : 


he. thousand alr eady, and that 
istorical researches . which hav. 
y remains of the cave-dwellings, . 


; an onuments, giv us no certain in- 
j RU AT; to t) 


; flourishing kingdom certainly existed. 
‘in Egypt. en the statue of the Egyptian king - 
| Chephren: àt waè to be seen at the last interna-: 
tional exhibition at Paris, was hewn. about forty 
tur es before our. era,—Bible for Learners. 


“Waren thou findest &lie that is oppressing thee, 
“extinguish it; Lies.exist only to be extinguished; -. 
i they ` wai jana ory aaa for extinction. —Car- 
uie. 


.boblis aré lies frae end to end, 
And some greatlies were never penned; 
Een ministers, they hae been kenned 

"In holy rapture 
A rousing: whid (fib) at times to vend 
Wi’ faith, and hope; and love, and drink, 
'.^ And nail’t wi’ scripture. —Burns. 


i Br the. name.of religion, Sir Thomas More, the 
| ablest head of his time, will believe a bit of bread 
' becomes the Almighty God, when a lewd priest but 
‘ mumbles his juggling Latin and lifts up his hands. 
In our own day heads as able as More's believe 
doctrins quite as absurd, because taught as relig- .. 
, ion and God's command. In its behalf the foolish- 
est’ teaching becomes acceptable ; the foulest doc- _ 
1 trins, the grossest conduct, crimes that, like. the > 
fabled banquets of Thyaster, might make the sun. 
sicken‘at the sight, and turn back affrighted inhis 
course—these things: are counted as "beautiful, ` 
| superior tó reason, acceptable to God.—Theođore 
Par ker. " t " 


: In — then; 

And patriots fertil. Thine a steady More, 
Who, with a generous though mistaken zeal, 
 Withstood a brutal tyrant’s useful rage, ` 

- Like Cato, firm; like Aristides, just; . ^ ^". yo 
Like rigid Cincinnatus, nobly poor; m 
A dauntless soul erect, who smiled on death. 

—Thomson’s Seasons. 


Tux very idea of a God'as creating or inany way 
| ruling the world is utterly absent in thé Buddhist. 
system. God is not so much denied as he ia simply ` 
nót known. Contrary to the opinion, once con- 
fidently and generally held, that a nation of Athe- 
ists never existed, it is no longer to be disputed 
that the numerous Buddhist nations are essen- 
tially Atheists, for they know no beings with 
greater supernatural powers than any man is sup- - 
posed capable of attaining to by virtue, austerity, 
and science, and a remarkable indication of this 
startling fact is to be seen in the circumstance that 
some, at least, of the Buddhist nations—the Chi- 
nese, Mongols, and Thibetans—hav no word in 
their language to express the notion of God.— 
Chambers's Encyclopedia. 


D 


WaeEn the fish swims out of the water, 
When the bird soars out of the blue, 
Man's thought may transcend man’s knowledge, _ 
And your God be no reflex of you. 
—The Hindoo Skeptic. 


BELIEF is not a matter of will, it isa matter of evi- 
dence. If evidence enough supports an assertion, we 
must believe it, while, if the evidence be insufficient, 
we must doubt it. Belief is neither a virtue ner a 
vice; it is simply the consequence of sufficient evi- 
dence. Theological belief is demanded on insuffi- : 
cient evidence. Such belief is called; theologically, 
“faith,” but in ordinary matters it would be called 
“ credulity.” . . . It can never bea “duty” to 
believe; if the evidence of a fact be convincing,’ 
belief in that fact naturally follows, and non-belief 
would be very stupid; but the word “duty” is out 
"of place in connection pé aaa —HMrs. Annie. 
Besant. . 


Ir, instead of the ** glad tidings » that there ex- 
ists a being in whom all the excellences which the 
highest human mind can conceive exist in a de- 
gree inconceivable to us, I am informed that the 
world is ruled by a being whose attributes are in- 
finit, but what they are we cann «t learn, nor what. 
are the principles of his gover "ment, except that 
“ the highest human morality^rhich we are capa- 
ble of conceiving” does not sanction them; con- 
vince me of it, and Iwill bear my fate as I may. 
But when I am told that I must believe this and at 
the same time call this being by the names which 
express and affirm the highest human morality, I 
say in plain terms that I wil not. Whatever : 
power such a being may hav over me, there is one 
thing which he shall not do—he shall not compe 
me to worship him. -I will call no being good who 
is not what I mean when I apply the epithet to my' 
fellow-creatures, and if such a being can sentence 
me to hell for not so calling x ; to hell I will go. 


á$: even our earth counts its ~ 


age ‘of stone, and the inscriptions | .. 


antiquity of ihe human TACE, e 
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And it came to pass that the scripture was fulfilled which was spoken in Revelation the twenty-first chapter and eighth verse. 


Motes and Clippings. 


A nISPATOH from Vienna, Austria, says: 
*"Experts declare that there are autograph 
letters of Mohammed among the papyri ac- 
quired in Egypt by Archduke Renier." , 


Taz Rev. Mr. Bosworth, of Boston, says 
that he knows of ten Baptist ministers around 
the city who are as bad as the Rev. Mr. 
Downs. One of them is the father of an ille- 
gitimate child. 


A MAN was placed in the county poorhouse 
at Scottsborough, Ala., lately, who has one 
son an eminent Presbyterian divine and pres- 
ident of a college, and another a doctor of 


^ dentistry. in Texas. 


A. OLERGYMAN of Stonington, Conn., who 
has been compelled to saw and. chop wood, 


. ring the bell, and build the church fires all 


winter, in addition to performing his clerical 
duties, threatens to resign unless the work is 
lightened. 

Tuz Rev. Thomas K..Beecher has been 
nominated for mayor by the Republieans of 


‘Elmira, N. Y. . As long as the priests and 
.ministers run this country any way, perhaps 


it is as well to elect them to office, so that they 
can do it inthe manner prescribed by law: 


AN old case was decided at the recent term 
of court at Newberry, South Carolina. It 


` was a suit for the payment of a note given 


for the purchase of a negro in 1859. The 
note wiih interest amounted to about $1,900. 
The jury gave.a verdict for about $900, and 
on the jury hearing the case there was one 
negro, . S 


Dairy papers, says an exchange, record 
with satisfaction that the principal Chinese 
gamblers went on their New Year's Day in 
carriages to call on their Sunday-school 
teachers. 


Tre Brooklyn police say * costumes and 
scenery render Sunday concerts illegal." 
Churches parading Chinamen will take no- 
tice.—John Swinton. How about the Epis- 
copal service, with its uniformed rector and 
choir, and the Catholic mummery, with cos- 
tumed priests and otier harlequins on the 
stage? 


Tax pallium from the pope to Archbishop 
Corrigan, the new American cardinal, is on 
the way hither from Rome. The pallium is a 
cloak which the pope sometimes bestows on 
dignitaries of the church. If. Archbishop 
Corrigan’s friends in Ireland could see him 
when he gets on the pallium and red hat, they 
would say this is a great country. 


TEREE churches, one in New York, one in 
Brooklyh, and one in Yonkers, were dam- 
aged $40,000 by fire last Sunday. All were 
insured, so that the tax-payers who furnished 
half a dozen fire-engins and a few hundred 
men to fight the flames were the only unre- 
munerated losers. The churches, of course, 
expected this protection the same as if they 


` had not been dodging their taxes for years. 


Tur president of the Guatemalan republic 
has issued a decree to the effect that, al- 
though the government is bound to.foster im- 
migration for the promotion of science, arts, 
and industries in the country, it is equally 
bound to impede the ingress into the republic 
of persons who constitute a pernicious ele- 
ment, which proves an obstacle to the ad- 


vancement of liberty and progress. The 
decree then alludes to the Roman Catholic 
priests. belonging to other nationalities who 
breed discord in the republic and create op- 
position to the government, and orders that 
such priests shall, on the discovery of their 
designs, be expelled from thé country. 
-date of this decree is Jan. 6, 1886. 


THERES is a controversy over the religious 
services held on Sundays in the New Jersey 
Reform School at Jamesburg. The trustees 
hav made a report in which, according to a 
Trenton despatch, they declare that ‘‘ they 
try to put the children under the care of a 
minister of the faith of the parents, if they 
had any." There must be, comments the 
Sun, some extraordinarily unfortunate chil- 
dren in New Jersey. : 


AN unrepealed law of New Jersey, passed 


| while the state was a British colony, reads as 


follows: ‘‘ That all women of whatever age, 
rank, profession or degree, whether virgins, 
maids, or widows, who shall after this act im- 
pose upon, seduce, or betray into matrimony 
any of. his majesty’s subjects by virtue of 
scents, cosmetics, washes, paints, artificial 
teeth, false hair, or high-heeled shoes, shall 
incur the penalty of the law now in force 
against witchcraft and like misdemeanors.” 


Reoentiy Colonel: Ingersoll was in Indian- 
apolis. A newspaper correspondent says he 
interviewed him upon politics, and obtained 
the opinion that Mr. Ingersoll did not believe 
Cleveland would be renominated, for before 
the next presidential election he would 
manage to lose the support of both wings of 
his party. The Republicans, Mr. Ingersoll 
thought, would be successful in 1888, aud 


The | 


when asked who his presidential candidate 
would be, he added: ‘‘ A new man, one not 
identified with the old quarrels and mistakes ; 
one who believes in the present and future; 
one who knows that the war is over with 
the South, but that it is still raging with 
ignorance, injustice, and prejudice ; one who 
believes in larger liberty for the human race.” 


Tue Montreal Post relates the following: 
“In the police court yesterday, when Mr. 
MacGillivray was called, he objected to be 
sworn, as an oath was not binding upon 
any more than his word. Judge rd 
you believe in God? Mr. MacGillivray— 
neither believe or disbelieve. Judge Dugas— 
Do you believe in a future state? Mr. Mac- 
Gillivray—How can I believe in anything of 
which there is no proof? Judge Dugas—Do 
you make this declaration to prevent your 
being sworn? Mr. MacGillivray—I hav held 
these views for years. Judge Dugas—Do you 
believe in a future life? Mr. MacGillivray— 
I don’t know anything about it. Judge 
Dugas—Do you mean to say that you hav no 
faith in the doctrin of a God and a future life? 
Mr. MacGillivray—I don’t know anything 
about it. Judge Dugas—That is no answer. 
Mr. MacGillivray—There are two hundred 
and twenty-three doctrins; which do you 
mean? Judge Dugas—I don't think you are 
sincere. You are beating about the bush. 
Mr. MacGillivray—I could not say ài, “hing 
else. Judge Dugas—I must hav a straight- 
forward answer. Do you believe in a future 
life anda God? There is no question of sect 
or doctrin in that question. Mr. MacGilli- 
vray—I hav no faith in the doctrin which says 
there is a God and a future life. Mr. Mac- 
Gillivray was then permitted to affirm. 
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An Examination of Church History. 
BEING LETTERS TO A CATHOLIC.—VII. 


Frrenp D. C.: I had fully intended my last letter 
to finish this, to me at least, disagreeable task, as the 
deeper I enter your mysteries the more I become dis- 
gusted with them; but, finding I hav not as yet util- 
ized a fiftieth part of the notes I had made in. antici- 
pation of our controversy, I feel to use a few more 
of them, and will call your attention to some of your 
most popular superstitions, which hav been foisted 
on you by that unfortunate imbecil, Pio Nono. 

In 1839 a letter written by Jesus was brought to 
his attention. Jesus appeared, it seems, to saints 
Bridget, Elizabeth, and Matilda, gave them.a written 
account of his passion, the number of soldiers who 
attended him, and kicks, blows, and wounds they in- 
flicted. He had lost exactly 38,430 drops of blood. 
Pio Nono, then only archbishop of Imola, granted an 
indulgence of one hundred days to every one who 
would hang up a copy in his house, and say certain 
prayers. But when he became pope, a little girl in 
St. Marcel, France, received another letter from 
Jesus, which differed in many essential points from 
the first, and he increased the blood-letting to 3,000,- 
800 drops. Pio Nono kindly accepted this letter also, 
and bestowed on all who bought it a variety of indul- 
gences, and the faithful were promised that it pos- 
sessed miraculous powers. Of this I had a practical 
demonstration. . 

A few years ago I had occasion to call on a builder, 
an Irish Catholie, who was doing some work for me. 
Ifound the house in disorder, and when he came to the 
parlor, in answer to my inquiry, he informed me that 
his wife had been confined, and the doctor, who had 
been called in, at the solicitation of the mid-wife, de- 
clared her case hopeless. “But,” said he, with a 
smiling face, “ she wil not die. Of that I am cer- 
tain.” In the course of conversation he informed me 
that he had brought from Dublin an authentic copy 
of a letter written by Jesus to St. Bridget; that it 
possessed miraculous powers; was blessed by the 
pope, and guaranteed a sure preventiv for death in 
child-bed. In answer to my request, I was shown a 
framed copy of the first létter above referred to. 
Well, the doctor's judgment proved correct, for the 


lady died. , The widower now has more faith in medi-. 


cin and good nursing than in the letter, though at one 
time he thought he might hav been the innocent 
cause of the non-operation of this miraculous power, 
as he had forgotten till too late that one of the con- 
ditions was that the holder should not be in a state 
of sin. 

The holy coat of Jesus is another case in point. It 
was supposed to be one of the garments for which 
the soldiers cast lots. So great was the veneration 
for it that at one time no less than eleven were ex- 
hibited in various parts of Europe, each being duly 
vouched for, but the preponderance of testimony 
seemed to center on one which dated back to the 
time of Gregory, in 596. In 1514 Leo X. thought 
that so many coats for one who declared he had no 
place wherein to lay his head might make people 
think he had been in the old clo' business, investi- 
gated the claims of all and decided in favor of the one 
exhibited at the cathedral of Treves. For three 
hundred years ten old coats went sorrowing, and a 
rich widow in 1843 caused Gregory XVI. to declare 
that Leo had been mistaken, and the cathedral of 
Argenteuil was accredited with having the genuin ar- 
ticle. As Leo XIII has not yet been heard from, 
your cathedral may be the next possessor of that 
wonderful garment. Possibly that may be Capel’s 
mission to this country. 

In my article on Mexico, I referred to the fact of 
the Aztecs being fond of hearts and preserving skulls 
and bones in their temples, and intimated that possi- 
bly your church had amalgamated a part of these cer- 
emenies with hers, and you speak bitterly of this, 
saying I had gone out of my way to offer a direct 
insult. When I wrote that particular item, I spoke 
on general principles, as I felt satisfied there was no 
belief or ceremony of your church that could not be 
traced to some pagan source, and. your gentle hint 
reminded me that I had not given the matter as 
thorough an investigation as I should hav done. So 
I hav taken considerable trouble to look into the 
matter, and hasten to assure you that I retract and 
apologize to the Aztecs. They never could hav been 
guilty of such a senseless and degrading worship as 
that of the “Sacred Heart.” Iwill giv you the result 
_of my investigations. 

In the latter part of the seventeenth century the 
Jesuits were being run out of every decent commu- 
nity, so they found it necessary to make a bold stroke. 
About 1672 one of their number, Father La Colum- 
biere, found among his penitents a hysterical nun 
named Marguerite Marie Alacoque. This woman 
vlaimed Jesus to be her constant companion; that he 
assured her he had ascended to heaven with his cor- 
poreal body, which, with the exception of his heart. 
had become etherealized. He had kept his heart still 
sensuous and sensible, because, being the seat of the 


affections, he desired ; it might still continue its sym- 
pathy and retain its love for mankind. . Jesus. ad- 


=. | vised her to assure his friends, the Jesuits, he desired 


a special reverence and worship for his heart, and 
would commit the care of it to their particular pro- 
tection. ; i 

The Jesuits worked the case for all it was worth, 
and for two centuries it was a theological foot-ball. 
When Pio Nono, whom even your writers admit hav- 
ing been their tool, I had almost written fool, as- 
cended the papal throne he decreed on Aug. 23, 1846, 
the nun to be “heroic,” and on Aug. 19, 1864, made 
her a saint, the Jesuits testifying to her miracles. 
But the order was not satisfied. . They obtained in 
France twelve million of signatures to a petition, 
bound them in thirty handsome volumes, which were 
duly forwarded to the pope, and,in answer, on April 
22, 1875, a decree was passed consecrating the uni- 
versal Catholic church to the sacred heart. | Each of 
these twelve million signers had promised his efforts 
to the extinction of heresy and restoration of the 
temporal power. 

Schools had been started all over France in the 
name of this new worship, and the female branch of 
the order, under the same name, monopolized the 
teaching of the girls. The French army was flooded 
with their boys; from 1854 to 1874, the single school 
of St. Genevieve sent more than one thousand of its 
pupils to St. Cyr, the French West Point. On June 
16, 1875, the thirtieth anniversary of Pio Nono, the 
second centenary of the sacred heart was celebrated: 
In Paris, thirty acres of valuable land, donated 
through the exertions of Mrs. Eugenie Napoleon, and 
on which the Jesuit church of Montmarte had been 


built, was dedicated to the new worship. Sly fellows, 


those Jesuits; they make everything pay. Notwith- 
standing all the promises of Jesus and his sacred 
heart, look at the order now? Driven out of France, 
deprived of their ill-gotten gains, and a reward on 
their heads. 

Before giving you some. quotations, let me attract 
your attention to the statistics of the French minister 
of public instruction for 1867: That in the country 
districts, sixty-seven per cent of the bridegrooms and 
ninety-eight per cent of the brides were unable to 
sign their names ; and possibly as a lawyer, if not as 
a Catholic, you may question the genuinness of a half 
dozen of these signatures. 

Now let: us turn to the life of Saint Marguerite 
Marie Alacoque, by Bishop Languet: At the age of 
four years she was so virtuous that even “the sight 
of men wounded her modesty and alarmed her in- 
nocence.” Fearing she might lose her virtue, she re- 
tired to a convent, and there was visited by Jesus, 
who made love to her and appointed a day for their 
betrothal. When the time arrived, now I use her 
words, “he made me understand that he wished me 
to taste all that was most sweet in the tender caresses 
of his love. In fact, these divine caresses were from 
this time forward so overpowering that they made 
me quite beside myself, and rendered me almost in- 
capable of any physical exertion, and it was a subject 
of such strange embarrassment to me that I dared not 
show myself.” 

That Jesus was very much smitten with this nun 
is. evident, for in order to bind her more closely to 


“himself he caused her to write the following in her 


own blood: “I constitute thee heir of my heart for 
time and for eternity, permitting thee to make use of 
it according to thy desire. I promis thee that thou 
shalt never lack succor. until I lack power. Thou 
shalt be forever the beloved disciple, the plaything 
of my heart’s good pleasure, the holocaust of its love. 
That alone shall be the object of all my desires. It 
shall repair and supply all thy deficiencies, and acquit 
thee of all thy obligations.” O Beecher! Beecher! 
where is thy nest-hiding letter now? 

Of course, a Jesuit could not write these lines 
without bringing in the Virgin, and I find the 
“queen of heaven” taking pity on her daughter-in- 
law, and one day while the nun was fatigued after a 
long interview with her son she came in and swept 
the dormitory for her, but mother-in-like gave her 
two slaps over the face for her laziness. 

But Jesus turned out a very faithless lover after 
all, and, seemingly forgetful of the agreement in 
blood, came to her one day and “showed her his di- 
vine heart under the symbol of a glowing furnace; 
but she saw also two other hearts, which were about 
to unite there and lose themselvs in it, and he then 


said: “It is thus that my holy love unites these three 


holy hearts forever.” Two of the hearts were those 
of Father La Columbiere and herself. When she 
told the priest of this “he was much confused by it.” 

I might go on and quote column after column, but 
I question if even a sporting paper would dare to 
publish the amorous scenes that take place between 
the lovers. Lest you may think that, as an Infidel, I 
am drawing on my imagination, and trying to injure 
your church, I will quote the opinion of one of your 
own people, De Caylus, Bishop of Auxerre. 

“The life of Marie Alacoque,” says he, “is un- 
doubtedly, in all respects, one of the worst books of 
its class that has ever appeared; it is revolting to 


everyone, whether in the church or out of it. It has | 


i 


roused the indignation aud horror of good men. : 
-Libertins hav made it the subject of raillery.. I do 
not think it becoming even to speak of the amorous 
dialogs which are supposed to pass between Jesus 
Christ and Mary Alacoque. Everywhere Jesus Christ 
employs the language ‘of human passion to .declare 
his love for Mary. J am.far from believing that such 
forms of speech—as sensual as they are indecent— ` 
may not mislead many souls,” etc. : 

Here you hav the foundation of your latest form 
of worship, and if you can gather any consolation 
from it you are heartily welcome. JI agree with your 
bishop, that the book 1s a disgrace to our civilization, 
and should be suppressed, and will add, the worship 
also. I hope you will no longer wonder at my apol- : 
ogy to the Aztecs for having intimated that they were 
connected, even in the remotest degree, with your 
“Sacred Heart.” The very name of the nun, À-la-: 
coque, shows that it is nothing more than phallic . 
worship thinly disguised under a sugar-coated Jesuit - 
pul, and possibly inspired by some frequenter of the 
Jardin Mabille. g . 

(to BE CONTINUED NEXT WEEK.) 
eH 
Taylor and Carlile. 


By the kindness of Mr. J. W. Corfield, who will 
be known to many readers of THe TRUTH SEEKER 
as one of a very earnest band of reformers, I am per- 
mitted to forward to you two copies of letters which 
may possibly be interesting to your readers by reason 
of the work and suffering undergone in the cause of 
truth. by the men who wrote under such conditions 
that the answer to one letter is interlined with the 
original communication. 

These two letters hav never yet been published, 
and to add, if possible, to the interest, I hav copied 
them so that the copies are line for line, and page for 
page, the same as the originals, except that in the 
originals the paper is written on both sides. I hav 
copied the reply from Taylor to Carlile in red ink, 
and would like to suggest that should you print 
these, it would be worth the little extra trouble to 
print the interlineations in a different type from the 
body, say in italic. 

One thing noticeable in Carlile’s letter is the charm- 

ing frankness with which he addresses Taylor. I 
suppose the varied and lengthened prison experience 
of Carlile was some warrant for this outspokenness, 
but at this period, when both men to us seem equally 
important, it does appear somewhat extreme to read, 
“You hav done many things most unwisely, and 
scarcely anything in reason.” 
'. The tone of the whole of Carlile's letter is some- 
what that of à man very much the elder writing to à 
young and new disciple who has got into trouble 
through the teachings of the elder. "Taylor's reply 
adds to this feeling. “ You hav, and it is well for you 
that you hav, betterfriends than Robert Taylor," says 
Carlile. And then Taylor naively admits, “I don’t 
like him so well as I did myself.” 

Seeing that Taylor was ‘six years the elder, and 
that both were in prison, it to-day reads rather droll 
that “your dignity is theatrical,” “your letter was an 
outrage,” when the writer was in prison on much the 
same sort of .charge, and undertaking to cheer the 
other prisoner. ‘ 

This letter throws a side-light on the matter of 
prison disciplin somewhat interesting. I do not 
know how matters are arranged in America, but I 
think there is much more freedom allowed to prison- 
ers there than in England, generally. I think Mr. 
Bennett had much more chance for reading and writ- 
ing, especially writing, than was allowed to the 
editor of the Freethinker, who in his published record 
of his prison life mentions that he was supplied with 
paper with very wide ruling, and to write between 
the ruling was prohibited; he evaded the intention of 
the rule to some extent by writing with almost 
microscopic fineness. A feature of prison life of the 
time of Carlile was an extreme of punishment, cruelty, 
and horrible general vindictivness on the part of the 
authorities, balanced to some extent by considerable 
liberty of action; this is shown by what Carlile says 
as to what he will or will not do, or allow to be done 
to him, and the suggestion as to food. Readers of 
Linton’s memoirs of James Watson may remember 
that his wife lived with him in prison during part of 
his term. 

It is one of the most approved humbugs for the 
Grundyites of to-day to assert that in England all 
are equal before the law, and that if a man is criminal 
enough to warrant imprisonment he is served no 
better and no worse than any other criminal. We 
hav had during the last few months twr instances to 
giv the lie to this claim—one, Mr. Y..tes, editor of 
the World, condemned for libel; and the other, Mr. 
Stead, of the Pall Mall Gazette. The treatment ac- 
corded to these men, backed as they are by wealth 
and religion, reads very well with that accorded to 
the so-called blasphemer. 

But in spite of all the liberty or license of old-time 
jails, perhaps because of it, there is a very serious 
meaning, a suggestion of terrible possibilities, in Car- 
liles charge against self-murder. He knew by his 
bitter experience at Dorchester, to which he refers, 


‘last set of Blue Laws? 
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the horrors to be undergone; that a prisoner should 
commit suicide was for the authorities often the best 
thing which could happen, and without doubt means 
were taken to that end at times. 

The letter was written on a sheet of full-sized fools- 
cap, and, as usual at the time, was so folded as to 
form its own cover. Carlile's postscript, therefore, is 
on the same page as the indorsement or address. In 
case American readers may not be well up in the his- 
tory of domestic developments I may explain that the 
“Jones's Prometheus” referred to were simply lucifer 
matches, and so the motto was very happy, and 


doubtless the lucifers were acceptable. 


All that is written in red is written by Taylor. 
This is shown by the handwriting and the color of 
the ink, which is very different from Carlile’s and 
from the ink used by him. I mention this again, as 
it may be noticed that the initials * R. T." are put to 
some places and not to others, as the five lines on 
the last page. This is as in the original. 

I hav taken so much space to Carlile and Taylor 
that I am almost afraid to begin on the Taylor-Wat- 
son letter. Perhaps a few remarks may be permitted 
in view of the similarity of the position of affairs then 


‘and now. ; 


As to petitions, Iama very firm believer in the 


_idleness of them without the other half, the argument. 


For over five years petition upon petition and resolu- 
lions in heaps were used to insist on the plain consti- 
tutional right that Northampton has to two members. 
Mr. Bradlaugh has taken his seat; but, as a crown 
advocate once said of a political prisoner who was 
acquitted upon trial after a long imprisonment, 
“although you acquit him, God himself can’t undo 
what he has suffered.” During the years of this 
fight, besides the worry and wear caused to Mr. 
Bradlaugh and his immediate workers, opportunity 
has been taken by the rogues in power to do things, 
illegally in many cases, for which generations yet un- 


' born will hav to suffer and pay. Ireland stands a chance 


of some measures of speedy justice but very much 
because of the enlarged scope of the arguments used. 
Hetherington’s “ metaphysical warp” is seen in too 
many of to-day’s workers against bigotry, and 
that, added to the indifference which Taylor speaks 
out against, is as much of a curse to-day as then. 
Are not some of the American people just a. little 
sorry for allowing by carelessness the passing of -the 
And is it not very much 
easier to prevent a restriction of a right or liberty 
than to regain it when once curtailed? What Taylor 
says as to pulling together and the want of it should 
be carefully taken into consideration by Freethinkers 
and Liberals all over the world. We can all of us 
‘call to mind recent proofs that there are a number 
yet who act as if they really would rather sink the 
ship than sail together. In spite of all the work of 
men such as these now being written about, and all 
the advances made since their time, there is from 
time to time plenty of evidence afforded to prove 
that the bigot of to-day has all the will to go in for 
all the old methods, even the Iron Virgin of Nurem- 
berg; they only lack the power, to gain which “they 
lie, they perjure, they trick and catch.” . We should 
constantly bear in mind that unless we hang together 
we hay a very great chance of hanging separately. 
Having just seen the TRUTH SEEKER Annvat for 


1866, Itake leave to draw special attention to the 


last paragraph of James Parton's note on Voltaire, as 
it has much bearing on this matter of pulling together 
and on views which are sometimes expressed in criti- 
cism of Carlile and the older reformers. 

It may not be possible for the workers and writers 
of the new generation to feel. the same amount of 
veneration for past workers as do the few, very few, 
who worked with them. You will see by the pam- 
phlet and circular inclosed how Mr. Corfield recently 
expressed his respect to the men I refer to, and with 
all of whom, excepting, of course, John Bellers, 1696, 
and Thomas Spence, he worked and-was more or less 
intimate. Some may think such an expression 
extreme. I submit ib is a better extreme than 
the extreme of fault-finding which is sometimes 
given vent to by writers who charge Carlile and his 
colleagues with coarseness and violent language. He 
and they “took the course that then seemed best," 
and I will go further, and say, as Ruskin says: “You 
will find in the end that no man could hav done it 
but exactly the man who did it" (“Queen of the 
Air") This may be worth the attention of some 
captious critics. Tuomas SHORE, JR. 

London, Eng., Feb. 10, 1886. i 


CARLILE TO TAYLOR. 

GILTSPUR STREET COMPTER, July 27, [1832?] 

The glorious.27th! Drink to it, if it be in water! 
Dear Sir: I hav received your bulletin of yesterday this 
morning. It is absolutely necessary that you should put 
yourself, and allow your friends to put you, under a disci- 
plin. Let me proclaim that you will not see a friend until 
you can see à friend, as Ican see a friend, for free ingress 
and conversation, in your jail apartment. [Yes/ yes/ R. 


© T.*] This should hav been determined at first, which would 


hav most certainly been my determination. [ Why not mention 


*These interpolations in brackets and italics are the replies 
of Taylor, written in different colored ink between the lines 
of Carlile's letter. 


‘this before? R. T.] My view of your struggle in jail is that 


you hav done many things most unwisely, and scarcely any- 
thing in reason according with the necessities of your situa- 
tion. [ Well, forgiv me! R.T] I will begin with granting 
one thing, and that is, that I had not conceived an idea of 
the existence of such an atrocious set of magisterial villains 
as hav you in their clutches. [Wor J either. R. T] I 
thought that I had met the worst in England in Dorsetshire, 
but I forget their crimes toward me when I contemplate those 
of the Surrey magistrates toward you. I fear there is a mis- 
chief brewing for you [And so do I. R. T.] of which you 
do not dream. [J haw good nights, and don't dream of any- 
thing. R. T] Ido not rest on my own surmises so much 
as on the relation of the town whispers to this new regula- 
tion. Icannot say more at present than that we hav a for- 
midable preparation for it. You hav, and it is well for you 
that you hav, better friends than. Robert Taylor. [Z don’t 
like him so well as I did myself. R. T.] 

For my part, I hav determined that I will never partake of 
an indignity offered me. I would neither hav seen a friend 
atthe iron gratings nor at the palisadings. I would hav 
waited silently and patiently until there had been a barricade, 
at which I could hav seen and shaken hands with a friend. 
[ What do you mean by “barricade?” R. T.] 

Retire to your cell. [Z will, R. T.] Get in what books 
you can. Write to me by post as much as you please, and 
what you please. Only begin again to number the letters, 
and pray keep the numbers by you for reference in your 
journal, that there may be no doubt if a number be missing. 
Liv as well as you can in food, and take what exercise your 
mind can bear under such restraint. [J woefully want air. 
R. T.] I think you will do well not to write to any per- 
son but to me [Z will not. .R. T.J] unless it be in the shape 
of common civilities to your friends. Your two letters to 
Lord Melbourne do you no credit. 'The first was a silly 
effusion, the second absolutely an outrage. I fear your 
admirers will never be able to elect you to be a general or a 
statesman. You must alter very much ever to hav my vote 
for either appointment. [J will get your vote, and deserve it 
too! &. T.] Your warfare is truly of the church militant 
order. It is not precisely what we want in this ' age of rea- 
son." "Your dignity is theatrical, and confined’ to the stage 
with an applauding audience. Hav mercy upon your friends, 
and save them the means of saving you. [Z will/ Iwill! T 
will! R. T.] If you will be silent toward every person but 
me, I will undertake to cheer you in your dungeon. [Agreed. 
Agreed. -Upon my promis, agreed. R. T.] - 

I want—particularly, especially, want—the journal for 
which I wrote, and which you promised me on Saturday. 
[Here it is.] As matters now stand, I would hav you sketch 
and send me daily a copy of your journal. Otherwise, what 
you write in Horsemonger Lane jail may be burnt in Horse- 
monger Lane jail What you send to me is preserved in 
publicity, if it reach me. The want of this journal from you 
has spoiled my letter to Lord Melbourne this week, unless I 
succeed in getting it to-day. [This letter had been opened and 
read before delivered to me.) ; 

I will send you my exposure of Freemasonry. Study it, 
that is, get it by heart. .[JVo, I won’t.] It may appear non- 
sense, but if you do get it by heart you will turn it to good 
account. You were deficient in your lectures of a knowledge 
of modern Masonry. [Deficient only of knowledge not worth 
acquiring. | i 

I send off this as soon as Thomas comes. 
in time he may wait for an answer. i 

When you say ‘‘liberty is lost forever” if you are not 
brought out of that den, you mean, of course, your individ- 
ual liberty. [I ought to hav meant so. R. T.] I cannot 
allow of that license of language which induces a man, one 
man, to think that all the world hinges on his fate. [Wo 
more can I. R. T.) you die in jail, your death so 
brought about will but accelerate the general liberty of your 
survivors. [And welcome!] But be patient for a (damned) 
(not an “‘ eternal") little while, and if you love, or as you 
love, the progressing welfare of the human race, I charge you 
not to kill yourself. [On my honor, my dear friend, I hav 
never a thought at any moment of such a folly. R. T.] 

RICHARD CARLILE. 

P.S.—It was a maxim of Cato’s never to travel by water 
when the journey could be made by land. Our gracious king 
on Monday next is about to travel by water because he is 
afraid to travel by land. He shall hear the name of Taylor 
and Horsemonger Lane jail. 
14s., which had been collected at Windmill street. R. T.] 
From Richard Carlile in the Giltspur Street Compter to the 

Rev. Robert Taylor in Horsemonger Lane Jail, with a box 

of Jones’s Prometheus and 17s. 6d., change of a sovereign. 

** Nascitur flammeus et moritur flammeus.” 

Admirable! There is a motto for you, Prometheus. 

[Suppose I say I will see nobody but the servant, Thomas, as 
T haw no right to subject my friends to humiliation? Yet how 
am I to get things carried back and forward if I don't see 
Thomas ?] 


If it reach you 


ROBERT TAYLOR TO JAMES WATSON. 

Drar Mr. Watson: As a fellow-prisoner and a fellow-suf- 
ferer with you in different departments of one and the self- 
same just, and great, and glorious cause, I should owe you 
the best expression of of my sympathies, even if I knew no 
more of you than what might be learned from the sheets of 
the best and most manly and philosophical work that has 
ever been devoted to the moral emancipation of the laboring 
classes— The Working Man’s Friend. But its editor has been 
very especially my friend, and though my remembrances 
seem to me to be the most contemptible of any man alive, 
they are all that I am worth, and they shall be devoted to 
your service. You acted by me, Watson, in a peculiarly 
noble manner. I know more about it than it becomes me to 
speak of. It is index enough to say that you had been my 
friend, and that when I fell into trouble, then it was that you 
took your opportunity to feel and act by me as if that friend- 
ship had never for one moment been suspended. This was a 


| nobility. of soul which dukes and lords know nothing of. 


But you are a. prisoner, my friend, and an oppressed and in- 
jured man, and I know the keart of a prisoner, and of such 
a prisoner, too sensibly and too smartingly to be capable of 
withholding the sweetness of a good-natured word when it is 
possible that I may hav it in my power to pour that healing 
balsam on his affiictions. So, my friend, you will know how 
to apply it; but not all the gums of the blest Araby are of 
such sanativ efficacy as to feel—as you shall hav a right to 
feel when you shall know—that the most virtuous and excel- 
lent individual of the whole human race, whose good opinion 
I know you value, as I do, more than life itself, spoke of you 
to me on Saturday last in the very highest terms in which 
you could wish to be spoken of, though not higher than I 
could and did reach up to, and affix my most heartfelt and 
grateful confirmation. You hav reason, then, to be able to 
outface the brow of bragging insolence, and to stand firm 
afoot before the detestable petty tyrants, who hav nothing 


Mr, Watson brought me £1. 


about them that would not make as great and consequential 
a personage of any unhanged thief as of themselvs. Keep 
up your courage, Watson, for this reason—because you hav 
a ue to be courageous. g 

our petition against the [banker Hoare was excelent, and ~ 
most strikingly so, from its judicious and modest temperance. 
But I calculate that your experience has taught you, as mine 
has, to limit your expectations on petitioning to the effect of’ 
the exhibition merely of your wrongs, without a dream of. 
probable redress. I want to find, if I can, a single instance 
(one out of the whole world’s history) of a petition which 
was ever granted on the'claim and merit of the petition 
merely. To my mind it seems that no petition ever was or 
will be successful but under the predicaments, either ex- 
pressed or understood, of holding the petition in one hand, 
with a brickbat in the other, so that the scope of the argu- 
ment may be utrum horium mavit. i 

I much admire your excellent plan of affixing such striking 
and beautiful quotations from Shelley, Southey, Otway, etc.; 
they indicate the man of taste, and, which is still a higher 
recommendation, the man of reading. You need not, I 
shọuld suppose, confine yourself to the poets, nor make any 
scruple of repeating a quotation frequently when it may 
serve as an indication of the character of the matter of the 
number. The quotations seem to me to stand as guarantees 
for the diligence of the editor, as it really is, and I know the 
effect to be so; that something like a resentful disgust arises 
in the mind of a true lover of Anowledge when he sees his at- 
tention challenged to the writings of one whose writings 
show at once that he has never been a reader. 

This is fatal to the vapid compositions of some whose 
names you may guess at; who, although they do not profess 
to respect inspiration in others, act asif they believed they 
were inspired themselvs. 

`I was sorry to see that in your copy of the Sunday coercion 
bill, you omit the very first sentence of the preamble, which 
sentence happens to be the most pregnantly mischievous, and 
to admit of the heavier battery of such artillery as religion- 
ists themselvs would allow to be brought into play. Of the 
whole piece of stuff, Mr. Hetherington strikes hard and well, 
but not on the nail’s head; there is, I know, a metaphysical 
warp and somethingness of the tabernacle about him that 
prevents the possibility of his putting ina hit at hypocrisy 
which would be likely to hurt it. It is all askew about 
** how does Sir Andrew Agnew know what the Lord's holy 
will is?" The line of impingence would hav come down 
vertically upon what might be fairly argued to be a blasphe- 
mous innuendo against the all-sufficient and only acceptable 
sacrifice of the death of K—-—t, whose sacrifice would afford 
no ground of faith and hope, if it be not more acceptable to 
God, and infinitly more than any true and sincere worship 
which his creatures could offer him. You see the use which 
might be made of the following out of this suggestion, and 
so, no more of it. $ 

But, Watson, all my auguries assure me that the bill, hid- 
eous and horrible as it is, wil? pass, and pass by means of that 
very indifference and contempt which its monstrous charac- 
ter provokes. It irritates me out of all politeness when I 
hear the shallow noodles who know nothing of the machina- 
tions of priestcraft, content with snapping the finger, where 
they should clench the fist, and satisfied with crying out, 
* Oh, it never can pass! It’s impossible! It's too absurd!” 
Ay, and the enemy wishes nothing more than this. By this 
indifference the duty of resistance will go begging, each one 
will put it off from himself, and the bill will pass while men 
sleep, to awaken too late to the reality of the horrors which 
they had deemed too improbable to be feared. And ‘‘ Who'd 
hav thought it?" and “O my God!” will bethe ejaculations 
of the thousands who shall see all the possible happiness of 
the poor man’s existence crushed under the wheels of the 
Christian Juggernaut—no place to meet in for rational con- 
verse on his winter Sunday, no excursion into sweeter air in 
the summer. And then the suggestion of a repeal or modifi- 
cation of the act, after it shall hav once passed, will bring on 
a man such charges of Atheism, etc., etc., as there is not 
virtue enough in Mr. Hume, Roebuck, Cobbett, nor would 
be in Mr. Hetherington himself, to venture to encounter, so 
hypocrisy will triumph, and the aristocrats, not being incon- 
venienced themselvs, will neither feel nor care for the weight 
of the fetters on the working classes. 

My experience has shown me that there is no wickedness 
too wicked, no villainy too villainous, to be resorted to by 
the religious fiends, our tyrants, for the sanctification of their 
tyranny over us. They lie, they perjure, they trick, they 
catch, and all with such an air of solemn gravity as paralyzes 
the power of resistance. But their power results froma prin- 
ciple which is fatally wanting among their opponents. ‘They 
combine, they pull together, and are therefore omnipotent. 

We must learn a little of this from them. The three indi- 
viduals of the whole human race who hav most opposed this 
principle are, as it seems to me, Owen, Carlile, and Hethering- 
ton, who hav each seemed to act as if thcy would [rather] sink 
the ship than sail together. Your converse with Hethering- 
ton will, I hope, tend to cure his mind of that mischievous 
and vitiating principle of Hetheringtonism which givs an 
ugly cadence to every sentence he constructs, and warps him 
mightily from the rectitude which he propounds. If I should 
come out before you I shall make it one of my first duties to 
come and see you, as it will be one of my first pleasures to 
shake hands with a man whom your superior philosophy 
shall hav recovered from the sectarian littleness which lies 
like an incubus on his nobler nature. 

I remain, dear Watson, 

Yours with great respect, ROBERT TAYLOR, 
Horsemonger Lane Jail, April 8, 1888, being the 644th day of 
my second martyrdom. 
To Mr. James Watson, 88 Windmill street, or to be for- 
warded to him. 


Mr. Pot’s Contribution. 


There is a little private poker club in Chicago, whose 
members, according to the Mail of that city, meet at each 
other's homes and play a modest game, winding up with a 
jack pot, which is ‘‘liberally sweetened” until it is of good 
próportions. On a recent Saturday evening the final jack 
pot grew until it contained $120, and before the betting it 
was decided that the winner should put it on the contribu- 
tion plate at church next mnorning. It was won by a regular 
church-goer and rather liberal giver, who, fearing such a 
contribution would provoke comment, asked leave of the 
party to make it up in a package and hand it to the sexton. 
This was agreed to on condition that it was to be labeled, 
“From a j. pot." This was done. The sexton took it im- 
mediately to the pastor, who was so highly delighted that he 
announced from the pulpit that ‘‘a munificent friend of the 
church—a Mr. A. J. Pot—whom it was not his pleasure to 
know personally, he was sorry to say,” had that morning 
sent in a most generous donation of $128 to the church fund. 
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The Liberal Club. 


. There were divine services at the 400th regular 


meeting of the Manhattan Liberal Club. A large 
congregation was present, which speaks well for the 
religious enthusiasm of the members, as the weather 
was rough enough to justify anyone in staying at 
home and rubbing up against the stove. The papers 
Saturday morning reported that the wind had been 
blowing eighty-four miles an hour. _ 

At eight o’clock, the door being left open, the Rev. 
Mr. Lloyd blew in. This was the speaker of the 
evening, his subject being ‘Immortality in the Light 
of Science.” Mr. Wakeman introduced him as one of 
the watchmen on the walls of Zion, looking out for 
new and desirable truths. It was with great pleasure 
that the president presented Mr. Lloyd to the Lib- 
eral Club audience. . ; 

Mr. Lloyd is a Congregational minister who does 
regular preaching in a church in this city. He is 
also a member of the Nineteenth Century Club. . He 
is a rather queer-looking duck, and his personal ap- 
pearance gave small indication of the ability which he 
shortly developed. Mr. Lloyd prefaced his remarks 
by announcing his intention of obtaining a copy of 
Tuz Truru Seerer. He was interested in tbe ad- 
ventures of Jonah and the whale. Then he pro- 
ceeded to say that he was earnestly and honestly 
trying to find the truth in regard to immortality. 
The greatest minds of every age hav monkeyed with 
the subject. Man has an inherent desire that this 


life should be continued in our next, and his person- 


ality is projected on the surface of his consciousness. 
Referring to Frederic Harrison, Mr. Lloyd said that 
Harrison had a conception of things equaled only by 
that of Christ himself. George Eliot’s ‘ Choir Invis- 
ible” also pleased Mr. Lloyd so much that he recited 
it in full. There was something of the hymn about 
the poem as the preacher gave it, but it was not by 
any means spoiled in the recitation. The “ Choir In- 
visible” Mr. Lloyd considered infinitly nobler than 
the eternity of harp-playing looked forward to by 
some Christians. The speaker proceeded to say that 
he accepted evolution, hich relieves God of respon- 
sibility for many things derogatory to his character. 
Perhaps somewhere in the evolutionary process life 
picks up the faculty of continuance. As for Mr. 
Lloyd, he believed in a soul and immortality. Sci- 


‘ence had not disproved it, and there was no reason 


why we should doubt it. And he further held that 
when he was dead, and one voice said, “ Dust to dust, 
ashes to ashes," another voice would say, “ Life to 
life, soul to soul, spirit to spirit." 

The lecture was much like a sermon. 

Mr. Wakeman brought the audience back to tem- 
poral affairs by saying that they should all buy a 
ticket for the coming month. Every one should 
come up to the help of the treasurer against the land- 


lord, who was the great enemy. The floor was open 


for the discussion of the able lecture to which we 
had listened in speeches of ten minutes each. 

Mr. Putnam thereupon arose and spoke for twenty 
minutes. He ran over the various points of the lect- 
ure, and blunted them somewhat. He said it was 
not the province of science to disprove immortality 
or anything else. There were two methods of pro- 
cedure, either of which might be adopted in a discus- 
sion. 
out with an assumption, and proceeds to adapt the 
facts to the theory. The other was the scientific 
method, which begins with the facts, and formulates 
a theory in accordance with them. Mr. Lloyd had 
pursued the theological method. There might be a 
God and a future life, but the processes of evolution 
could furnish no evidence, that such was the fact. 

Mr. Langerfeld desired to thank the speaker of the 
evening for demonstrating that a man could be a 
preacher and still speak respectfully of the Positivists. 
It was not known before that such a thing was pos- 
sible. Mr. Langerfeld then announced that he would 
indulge in a little criticism. He would remind Mr. 
Lloyd that this was not the Nineteenth Century Club, 
and that he need not therefore look for all the euphu- 
isms which distinguished that society. If Mr. Lang- 
erfeld’s criticism appeared rough, it must not, he said, 
be attributed to anything except a desire to be brief. 
The speaker then pointed out to the reverend gentle- 
man the places where, in his estimation, the latter 
had dulled. 

Mrs. Augusta Cooper Bristol made a modest little 
speech. She did not take the platform, but merely 
arose to express her appreciation of the lecture. 
Then Mrs. Bristol went on to say that she was 
brought up in the backwoods, but always believed in 
immortality. Reading a work by Herbert Spencer 
confirmed her in that belief, and she was somewhat 
surprised to find that others interpreted Mr. Spencer 


' as a sordid believer in this world. 


Prof. Van Buren Denslow, who has just joined the 
club, defined Mr. Lloyd’s argument as a Christio- 
scientific one. Mr. Denslow said, touching the res- 
urrection of Christ, that if Christ was a god-man his 
resurrection furnished no proof that we should rise 
again, as we are not god-men, and what was possible 
to him might be impossible to us. If he was not a 
god-man, then his value as a precedent would depend 


.| not explain. For instance, what taught the cuckoo, 


One was the theological method, which. starts |. 


on the confidence we place in the account of his res- 
urrection. The Christian heaven, with its harps and 
things, Mr. Denslow said, would make a.man weary. 
of paradise in less than two hours unless the players 
possessed great skill; and it would not take half the 
time to disgust him with the egotism of a supreme 
being who could endure continual adulation. The 
speaker recognized much in nature which he could 


which of itself is incapable of hatching its eggs, to lay 
them in the nests of fifty different birds, and always 
to match the other bird's eggs both in size and color? 
If the natural faculties of men should make them im- 
mortal, the superior faculties possessed by some lower 
animals should make them immortal also. He be- 
lieved, with Von Hartmann, that there was an under- 
lying and all-pervading something that made things 
as they are. . - ` 

Mr. Brgphy took up the lecturer’s assertion that 
because science did not disprove immortality there 
was no reason to doubt it. He said this was equiv- 
alent to one man charging another with stealing a 
dog, and claiming that unless the accused should 
prove his innocence the jury would hav no excuse 
for acquitting him. 

Brother King had attended the club that evening 
because some one told him it was a good time to be 
there, as everybody was to be presented by the lect- 
urer with an immortal soul. He noticed that the 
critics seemed averse to accepting the gift. Mr. 
King explained that the reason Liberals objected to 
this dogma of immortality was because theologians 
had connected it with ethics and had taught that be- 
lief or disbelief in it was attended with dire and ever- 
lasting consequences. For the. personal Ged and 
personal immortality the Liberals would substitute a 
social God and a social or corporate immortality. 
Mr. King did himself great credit. : 

At this time it was eleven o’clock, and the Rev. 
Mr. Lloyd was invited to administer to his critics 
the proper antidotes for the heresies they had im- 
bibed. He first congratulated the club on the 
acquisition of so powerful a member as Mr. Denslow. 
Then he said that the previous speakers had been 
wandering on foreign ground. He had too much 
faith in the discriminating powers of the intelligent 
audience which he saw before him to believe for a 
moment that it would accredit his critics with having 
in any manner answered his arguments. Mr. Lloyd 
seemed to possess but little of the faith which was 
delivered to the saints. He spoke very irreverently 
of Jonah and alluded to Tertullian as a dead issue. 
A devout Christian Spiritualist could giv him a long 
start and get to heaven first, if reaching that locality 
depends in any degree on veneration for alleged 
sacred things. 

At the next meeting the land question will be dis- 
cussed by Mr. Washburn. Following him, John E. 
Remsburg addresses the club on some topic of inter- 
est not yet announced. Treasurer Morris will admit 
any one who pays him five cents. The meetings in- 
crease in value with each succeeding week. The 
club has now held 400 sessions, yet age does not 
wither it, nor custom stale its infinit variety. 

—— 
Canadian Gossip. 


Toronto has been favored during the past week 
with a visit (or visitation) from the celebrated Rev. 
Dr. Tiffany, of New York, who, by some means 
known only to himself, has discovered the objects, 
plans, and modus operandi of the Lord in regard to 
the world, its creation, and ultimate destiny of the 
inhabitants thereof, and is giving the whole scheme 
away to the wondering public. i . 

Among other things, he tells us that “God is 
busily engaged in working out his grand idea, formed 
after the fall of man, of redeeming all mankind with 
great glory, which is a work of ages. He allowed four 
thousand years to elapse before he began the work 
of redemption, but he is calm and ever working, a 
heavenly calm, so to speak, and it will take ages to 
complete the work." In answer to the lying Infidel 
statement that Christianity is dying out he tells us 
that *in one hundred years, or from the eighteenth 
(1784) to the nineteenth century (1884) the number 
of Christians increased from two hundred to four 
hundred and ten millions." Great Scott! Again he 
says: “ Christ will in his own good time subdue all 
that is evil—bad literature [I expect Tux TRUTH 
Seeker comes under that head], the Atheistic tenden- 
cies in science, disease, and finally death.” So mote 
it be! j 

During the past year we hav had all the “big 
guns," Beecher, Talmage, Swing, and now Tiffany. 
They each know all about the divine plan, and they 
all hav it differently. One might think there are as 
many “divine plans" as there are preachers—“ you 
pays your money and you takes your choice." But 
we hav a prophet of our own, Dr. Wild, who downs 
them all According to the gospel of Wild, the 
world will be consumed by fire in the year 1935. 
They who are living at that time will be caught up 
into the clouds while the world’s cremation is going 
on. There is something cheerful in this view of the 
matter, Some of us young heads may liv to see the, 


grandest exhibition of celestial pyrotechnics that 
mortals ever gazed upon. Let us hope it will happen 
on the Fourth of July. 

Among the celebrities who hav been here lately I 
forgot to mention the names of Matthew Arnold and 
Canon Farrar, although as Farrar's I can understand 
they can hardly be considered in the same boat with 
the others. We hav also the celebrated Rev. Dr. 
Sexton, of London, Eng., who is at present lecturing 
in the country. His special mission seems to be the 
annihilation of Infidels. He lectures this week in the 
town of Ayr, Ont., being brought there for the spe- 
cial purpose of. counteracting the influence of the 
lectures delivered there a few weeks ago by Mr. 
Watts. Freethinkers are particularly invited to 
attend. In this case, however, Mr. Watts will prob-~ 
ably hav the last say, as our president, Mr. Algie, has 
made arrangements for a couple more lectures by 
Mr. Watts in Ayr on his return to Canada. He is 
also trying to arrange lectures for Mr. Watts in Or- 
angeville, Barrie, and other places, and while doing 
so has managed to get up a little excitement on his 
own account. He is engaged in a debate this week 
at the Science Hall, Alton, with a traveling preacher 
who hails from Dayton, O., the Rev. Mr. McKeown. 
You will probably get a report of the. affair from 
headquarters in afew days. There is a rather amus- 
ing incident connected with this debate which the 
reverend gentleman tells. When he arrived in Alton 
he went into the bar of the hotel (thinking probably 
that that was the most likely place to find an Infidel) 
and inquired for Mr. Algie. He there encountered a 
slightly inebriated individual, who said: “’Scuse me 
—hic—minister of—hice—gospel, I 'spose?" “Yes.” 
“What denomination?” “Baptist.” “Well—hic— 
sorry. I’m a—hic—Presbyterian, Iam. But—hic— 
don’t yer go near them—hic—Algies. "They're a bad 
lot—hic—and they don’t—hic—Imow nothin'" The 
parson found Mr. Algie at his office, and after spend- 
ing a few hours in “Liberty Hall” he gave it as his 
opinion that for *a bad lot" they were certainly the 
most comfortable and happy family he had met for a 
long time—an opinion in which all who hav enjoyed 
their generous hospitality will heartily concur. , 

The great moral wave which struck Toronto a few 
weeks ago is still booming. The police inspector has 
notified the cigar-store proprietors and all barber 
shops, including the hotel shops, to close on Sunday, 
and now the traveling public are informed that “no 
faces are shaved, and only souls are saved on Sun- 
day.” The customs authorities hav-seized a consign- 
ment of Infidel books addressed to W. B. Cooke. The 
New York World and Police Gazette will not be al- 
lowed to come into this country any more. The bar 
rooms are to hav all screens removed, and clear glass - 
fronts put in, so that the poor sinners must drink 
under the public gaze. This last idea emanates from 
the ministerial association. (Wonder how the same 
publicity would work in their business.) . 

The keepers of all houses of ill fame hav been noti- 
fied to leave the city, and all convicts, as their terms 
of imprisonment expire, will be provided with passes 
to some more congenial clime. “Now, by St. Paul, 
the work goes bravely on," and the Bible is to be 
again read in the public schools. They bav been 
using a compilation of Bible selections for some time, 
but the school board voted at their last meeting to 
hav the “book” restored and “put into the hands of 
the pupils in all its purity." They poison the foun_ 
tain while vainly trying to dam the flood. 

If any of the readers of Tue TRUTH SEEKER want to 
take a short cut to heaven, let them purchase a ticket 
via Toronto. 

Feb. 26, 1886. 


— 9— ——————— 
Boonton Secular Union. 


Through the zeal of Edwin Worman, the lifelong 
champion of Secularism, aided by the veteran Free- 
thinker, John Maxfield, and the" Booth fa:nily—ever 
united in every good work, adorning by thei lives 
their profession of Secularism—Mrs. F. C. Reynolds 
and myself gave a brief course of lectures at this 
place, resulting in sixteen persons enrolling them- 
selvs members of the Secular Union. Tuesday even- 
ing, the 23d, the first meeting was called at the 
Booth mansion. By-laws were adopted, a science 
school inaugurated, and the following excellent list 
of officers elected: President, Edwin Worman; vice- 
president, Mrs. A. M. Booth; secretary, Miss Flor- 
ence Hennion; treasurer, Thomas Dennis; vigilance 
committee, Hubert Booth, John Maxfield, and Kate 
Booth; educational committee, Mrs. A. M. Booth, 
Thomas Dennis, Florence Hennion ; socal committee, 
Thomas Booth, Ada Booth, and Jessie Booth. 

Subject of study for ensuing week and Sunday 
class: “The Nine Demands of Liberalism.” Dues 
payable monthly in advance: Man and wife, 25 cents 
per month; unmarried men, 25 cents; unmarried 
women, 10 cents; minors, between twelve and gix- 
teen, 5 cents. All paid dues for the month in ad- 
vance, and the meeting adjourned with a vote of | 
thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds, and three times 
three cheers for -the Boonton Secular Union. 

C. D. REYNOLDS, 
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The American Secular Anion. 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, President. 
Vice-Presidents : 


HORACE SEAVER, 

WILLIAM ÁLGIE, 

ROBERT C. ADAMS, 

Trrus L. BROWN, 

HELEN H. GARDENER. 
COURTLANDT PALMER, Treas., 

850 Broadway, New York. 

E. M. MACDONALD, 

. Chair. Fin. Com. 


CHARLES WATTS, 

Joun E. REMSBURG, 

THADDEUS B, WAKEMAN, 

Marrie P. KREKEL, 

JAMES PARTON, 
SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, Sec., 

33 Clinton Place, New York. 
CHARLES B. REYNOLDS, 
air. Ex. Com. 


The Campaign Fund. 


Previously acknowledged 
Mrs. E. W. Mitchell................ 


"Total- $5 dst. cesissvorsdcuvesarte Mese esekeedus : $2,088.52 


News and Notes. 


S. P. Putnam will lecture at Albany, Sunday, March 
Ttk; at Pittsburgh, Sunday, March 14th; at Paines- 
ville, Ohio, March 17th; at Ridge Farm, Ill, March 
19th; at Chebanse, March 20th; at Chicago, Sunday, 
Mareh 21st; at Rochelle, March 23d ; at Rockford, 
March 24th; at Leon, Ia., March 26th; at Omaha, 
March 28th; at Ogden, Utah, April 18th; at Salt Lake 
City, April 25th and May 2d. Other engagements 
will be announced hereafter. 

Below is the list of subjects of the lectures by the 
secretary, and friends can select the themes which in 
their judgment will be best adapted to the special 
wants of their own communities: 

“The Demands of Humanity.” 

“ The New Heaven and Earth." 

“The American Secular Union: 
Methods.” i 

“ The Philosophy of Freethought.” 

“The Secular Sunday a Day of Rest.” 

“ The Glory of Infidelity.” 

“Universal Mental Liberty: What it Is and How 
to Achieve It.” 

* Individualism: Its Necessity and Safety.” 

“The Foundation of Morality.” 


The following givs a good account of frontier work: 


. OnrwAN, Wyo., Feb. 22, 286. 
S. P. PursaM, Dear Sir: We had a splendid turnout at 
our meeting yesterday, considering the number of people in 


Its Aims and 


- our neighborhood and the bad roads, which are almost im- 


passable for freighters this time of the year. A very good 
lecture was delivered by T. F. Hersey, at the conclusion of 


` which he challenged any respectable and regularly ordained 


minister to debate on theological questions. 

If we could arrange for a lecturer to come over this road 
we could probably organize an auxiliary society in Sheridan 
and Buffalo. There are good halls to be had in each place. 
I think we can build a hall of our own in Ohlman after a 
while. In the mean time we hav the use of a hall at Dayton 
four miles away free of charge. There is à good country 
about us, and there are many Liberals. We are one hundred 
miles.from the Northern Pacific Railroad. I shall do the 
best I can to raise the means so that you can lecture for us 
on your return from Utah. Yours truly, 

. Gus Hoaax. 

Another veteran has gone—William S. Bailey, of 
Nashville, Tenn., editor of the Liberal. Y remember 
with pleasure my meeting him at Nashville in my 
work of last year. Although over eighty years of 
age, he was still an earnest and radical Freethinker, 
and was always ready to do his share of the labor. 
His life has been along and eventful one. He has 
been a pioneer from youth to age, and in death he re- 
ceives the honor of a brave and sincere reformer. 


SAMUEL P. Purnam. 
— 


Edmund W. Mitchell. 


Edmund W. Mitchell died at West Junius, N. Y., 
on Monday, Feb. 22d, in the sixty-fifth year of his 
agé. He was born in Maine, and in early manhood 
came to West Junius, where for many years. he has 
been a useful and honored citizen. He has held 
offices of public trust; has always been an ardent 
reformer, being especially interested in the Anti- 
slavery cause and the progress of Freethought. He 
has never concealed his Radical and Liberal convic- 
tions. He has been thoroughly respected in a Chris- 
tian community, and no difference of opinion has 
lessened the popular acknowledgment of his integrity. 
His word was as good as his bond. In all the rela- 
tions of business he had the confidence of his associ- 
ates. À 

He leaves a wife and six children; who are in entire 
sympathy. with his advanced ideas. His wife has 
been a most faithful companion in all his work for 
human welfare. ' : 

` The funeral services were held in the old Quaker 
meeting-house at Waterloo, N. Y., about two miles 
from his hóme. This building was famous in the 
days of Antislavery conflict, and resounded with the 
voice of Garrison, Pillsbury, Foster, and other of 
those devoted adherents of liberty. Here for over a 
quarter of a century hav been held every June the 

early meetings of the Friends of Progress. Mr. 
Mitchell and Mr. Henry Bonnell, of Waterloo, and 
others hav been prominent supporters of these gath- 
erings, wherein every variety of opinion has been ex- 


pressed. From all the surrounding country the 
attendance was large, and these assemblies hav be- 
come quite a feature in the reform movement of 
western New York. : 

It was fitting to bid the last sad farewell to our 
friend in the place which he had helped to consecrate 
with his own fervent labors. There was a large 
number of friends and citizens present. "The ser- 


vices were conducted by Samuel P. Putnam. He 
said: - - , 
To understand the character of our friend we must know 
the ideas and motivs of his life. What were these? 

First, he believed simply in nature. He knew of nothing 
above or beyond. . This universe was to him the unbegin- 
ning and the unending. He recognized its laws, and to obey 
them was the highest wisdom. __ ‘ 

“Secondly, in nature the highest form of life and intelligence 

to him was Humanity. This was the supreme being from 
whence sprung the noblest motivs of action. Human rela- 
tions were to our friend the highest and most sacred rela- 
tions, and involved the greatest duties of which a man is 
capable. .To be a good husband, father, citizen, friend, and 
neighbor was to his mind the best that was possible to do. 
There is no conceivable quality of being higher than that of 
Humanity. If we conceive of a God, he must hav the qual- 
ities of human love, justice, wisdom, and power, or he is 
nothing to our heart and hope. The old scriptures say that 
we must love man in order to love God. Only through man 
can we reach any worthy conception of God. Infinit good- 
ness must be like human goodness or it is no goodness at all. 
So, whether there be a, God or not, Humanity is the supreme 
quality of being—in essence there can be nothing nobler or 
more beautiful. Therefore the relations of one human being 
to another are the highest relations of duty and service that 
are conceivahle. : 
i Our friend was commonly known as an Infidel; an honor- 
orable name, because of the history that belongs to it. It is 
said that the Infidel believes nothing. This is untrue. The 
Infidel does believe, and he believes most vividly, for his be- 
lief is founded upon and is one with his knowledge. He be- 
lieves allthat the human mind can believe in truthfulness. 
He believes in Nature, its majesty and beauty, its wondrous 
laws, its mighty forces. He believes in the sunshine and the 
flowers, the blue sky, the seed-time, and the harvest. He 
believes in humanity, in what it is and what it can be. He 
believes in human goodness, virtue, heroism, self-sacrifice, 
love, affection, duties, and labors. What grander and more 
inspiring belief can one hav than this? This was the belief 
of our friend, this was his creed, his philosophy. Through 
this we see the nobleness of hislife. It was rich, full, free, 
radiant, because he accepted the truth, and only the truth. 

As we stand by his grave we can hav no fear for him. He 
can front the universe because he has been a faithful man. If 
he survives the shock of death, the same power that makes 
for beauty and virtue here, will giv the same brightness in the 
hereafter. All life is one; Nature, which givs the sun and 
flowers now, the harvest, the fruit, will always do the same 
in every realm of being and effort. If our friend sleeps, he 
sleeps well; if he livs, he livs with that same power which is 
present in this world, and the same laws, and the same 
beneficence are with him as with us.  . 

We must weep, but our tears glisten with the sunlight of 
memory and hope. Our friend has given to us a priceless 
inheritance. It is a joy to recall his life through the many 
years that arepast; to think of his good deeds; of the flowers, 
the seeds of which he planted; the harvest that he helped to 
make, the paths that he made joyous. Through memory, 
and through love, in death he becomes a deathless impulse. 
We shall be more true and brave, more kind and neighborly, 
because he lias left for us so beautiful an example. He will 
be a constant inspiration—a presence still in this elevating 
influence, which, like the light of stars, is made most potent 
by the darkness that shadows his being. Does he not also 
giv us hope? Hope in this world, hope in Humanity, hope 
in progress, hope in virtue. The to-morrow is brighter be- 
cause he has lived with us to-day, because he has shown 
what man can do in the strength of his own nature. Thus 
grief flows to joy deeper than ever, for life is more grand and 
solemn as we stand by the open grave. 

From the grave we go forth into the world and its constant 
struggle with greater heart and hope, for our brother hath 
left living words behind that like a trumpet call summon us 
to duty. . 

He speaks the word Liberty. He struck the chains from 
the oppressed, the shackles from the body. "The slave could 
bless him for his aid. He speaks also for mental freedom, 
the foundation of morality, the beginning of all virtue. 

He speaks the word Science. .He submitted to Science. 
It was to him the gospel of life, the only source of knowl- 
edge, the sole interpreter of the universe, and the guide of 
human effort. 

He speaks the word Humanity, the highest word of all, 
that for which liberty and science are—the ennoblement of 
man, his happiness, the building of heaven on earth, the 
attainment of that earthly paradise which is the dream of all. 

We lay our brother in the grave; farewell, farewell, we 
say. Farewell, kind husband, dear father, upright citizen, 
gentle neighbor, brave reformer, friend of humanity, loyer of 
progress, farewell! Dust returns to dust, but thou shalt. liv 
in the memory and the affections of those that mourn thy 
death. 'Thy death shall be a blessed teacher; it shall teach 
love, devotion, kindness, and sympathy. Hereafter, because 
of thy now silent lips, the mother shall be more dear to her 
children and the children more blessed to the mother. We 
cover thee with earth and giv the last look to thy dead face, 
but in the chambers of remembrance thou shalt shine—in the 
thoughts of wife and children, of friends and neighbors, of 
the world which is better and happier because thou hast 
lived. To the bosom of nature we commend thy body, but 
thy virtue still abides in the stream of humanity, in all the 
inspirations of human progress. 


The Voice of the Workingman. 
From the Industrial Appeal of Ottumwa, Towa. 

Tne TRUTH SEEKER, printed in New York city, is very 
much occupied now in aiding the effort to open the museums 
of that city on Sundays. This will be for the benefit cf the 
laboring classes, who can get no time on other days to visit 
these places of instructiv entertainment. But the hide-bound 
church bosses are fighting the scheme with all their power, 
because, they affirm, it will desecrate the Sabbath. We 
hope the plan will succeed. 

Tne TRUTH SEEKER is among the very best of Freethought 
papers. Among its numerous entertaining articles is one 
entitled “An Examination of Church History,” by some one 


who knows the early history.of the Catholic church. The 
paper is broad and liberal in its views. 


a 


' A Jewish Notion of Genesis. 


The opening chapters of the Bible, as a treatis on 
geology, may or may not present truth. I incline to 
the belief that they do not. For all the attempts to 
prove that they-do, do violence to every sound prin- 
ciple of interpretation. Days are lengthened into 
periods; light is drawn out into cosmic fire With 
the magician’s wand words and phrases are trans- 
muted into technical terms of a manual on geology. 
And the strangest thing of all—after all the labor 
spent—is that the scientific mind which thousands of 
years anticipated both. Darwin and Lyell, should hav 
been such a bungling tyro in the easier art of expres- 
sion as to cloud up his meaning most egregiously, 
we even can only get at the real kernel by piercing 
in the sweat of the brow through the hard husk! 
And all ages before herein failed to draw the sweeter 
milk of the truth treasured for thinking mankind. 
Was before the Copernican system the world not 
equally sure that Ptolemy and Moses were agreed? 
And before Ptolemy, and after, were not Aristotle 
and the Pentateuch teaching the same things? How 
dangerous this method of interpretation is, and how 
elastic, the recent controversy between Gladstone and 
Huxley showed to all that had eyes to see. With 
what right will you dispute that the plural in the 
name of the deity and his speech is not a proof of the 
trinity, if you allow his other positions? You cannot 
come with rebuttals from Philo or the Midrash, show- 
ing that they explained the passage differently, and 
more correctly. The magician who reconciles Dar- 
winism and geology with the first chapter of Genesis, 
has an equal right to reconcile Mosaism with Trini- 
tarianism. Yea, the whole method is—Christian. 
—E. H. G, in the Jewish Reformer. 


AN ENGLISHMAN’S IDEA. 

Modern critics, believing or unbelieving, who hav 
studied the Biblical books as literature—studied 
them, for instance, as Professor Dowden has studied 
Shakspere—concur in pronouncing the Bible abso- 
lutely free from natural science. They find there 
history, poetry, moral philosophy, theology, lives and 
letters, mystical devotional, and didactic pieces; but 
science there isnone. Natural objects are, of course, 
repeatedly referred to, and with unsurpassed sym- 
pathy and accuracy of observation; but neither in 
the intention of any of the innumerable authors nor 
in the execution of their work is there any direct 
trace of scientific teaching. Could anyone with any 
historic imagination for a moment expect that there 
would hav been? There was no science then. 
Scientific questions were not even asked then. "To 
hav given men science would not only hav been an 
anachronism, but a source of mystification and con- 
fusion all along the line. The almost painful silence 
—indeed, the absolute sterility—of the Bible with 
regard to science is so marked as to hav led men to 
question the very beneficence of God. Why was 
not the use of the stars explained to navigators, or 
chloroform to surgeons? Why is a man left to die 
on the hillside when the medicinal plant which could 
save him, did he but know it, lies at his feet? What 
is it to early man to know how the moon was made? 
What he wants to know is how bread is made. How 
fish are to be caught, fowls snared, beasts trapped 
and their skins tanned—these are his problems.— 
Prof. Henry Drummond inthe Nineteenth Century. 

——————9-9-9— ———-— 
Lectures and Meetings. 

E. C. Warxzm' lecture engagements at present are: six 
lectures at Silvan Springs, Ark., beginning March 18th; St. 
Joseph, Mo., April 4th. Between these dates engagements 
are wanted in southeastern Kansas, southwestern Missouri. 
and northern Arkansas. After April 6th work is wanted on 
the western divisions of the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fé, 
the Southern Kansas, and the St. Louis and San Francisco 
during the remainder of that month and first ten days of 
May. Address him at Valley Falls, Kan. 


A counsE of four lectures will be delivered before Friend- 
ship Liberal League in Industrial Hall, Broad and Wood 
streets, Philadelphia, Pa., by Charles Watts, as follows: 
Sunday, March 14th, at 2:30 r.m., subject, ‘Civilization: 
What has Promoted and What has Retarded It;” at 7:30 
P.M., Subject, “The True Philosophy of Life." Sunday, 
March 21st, at 2:30 r.m., subject, ‘‘ Freethought: Its Strug- 
gles and Triumphs,” at 7:30 r.m., subject, ‘‘ The New Testa- 
ment: Its History and Its Teachings.” N.B.—These lect- 
ures are free to the public. Liberals thronghout the state are 
cordially invited to be present. 


J. E. Remspure’s meeting at Hastings, Mich., Feb. 20th 
and 21st, was a great success. When the doors of the Opera 
House were opened Saturday evening, every seat was quickly 
filled, and still the crowd came pouring in. Masonic. Hall 
near by was emptied of its chairs and two hundred additional 
seats provided. The stage was covered with chairs, and 
still many were compelled to stand. The meeting Sunday 
afternoon was but a repetition of this, while on Sunday even- 
ing many were unable to gain admittance. On Monday 
morning Mr. Remsburg left Hastings, and the same evening 
spoke in Holland, N. Y., more than four hundred miles 
distant. Mr. Remsburg carried out his program for February 
as announced, excepting liisappointment at Wayland, Mich., 
which had to be postponed on account of inability to secure 
hall for date set. In addition to appointments announced he ` 
lectured at Naples, N. Y. From Feb. 4th to Feb. 28th he de- 
livered twenty-six lectures. 
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Selections. 


A. Protest and a Plea. 


In the Nineteenth Century of last November Mr. 
Gladstone published a remarkable article, which has 
already received two answers. Professor Huxley has 

. dealt with its science, Professor Max Müller with its 
mythology and etymology; and even the “Ulysses 
of dialectics” will, I think, find it hard to reply to or 
refute either the one or the other: This protest of 

. mine is founded on a much smaller point, but one on 

which I am entitled to speak, inasmuch as Mr. Glad- 
stone did me the honor to allude to me directly and 
by quotation, though not by name. 

The phrase to which I object occurs in a paragraph 
which expresses surprise ‘not only at the fact, but 
at the manner in which in this day, writers, whose 
name is legion, unimpeached in character and abound- 
ing in talent, not only put away from them, cast into 
shadow or into the very gulf of negation itself, the 
conception of a deity, an acting and ruling deity. Of 
this belief, which has satisfied the doubts, and wiped 
away the tears, and found guidance for the footsteps 
of so many a weary wanderer on earth, which among 
the best and greatest of our race has been so cher- 
ished by those who had it, and so longed and sought 
for by those who had it not, we might suppose that 
if at length we had discovered that it was in the light 
of truth untenable, that the accumulated testimony of 
man was worthless, and that his wisdom was but 
folly, yet at least the decencies of mourning would be 
vouchsafed to this irreparable loss. Instead of this, 
it is with a joy and exultation that might almost re- 
call the frantic orgies of the Commune that this, at 
least at first sight, terrificand overwhelming calamity 
is accepted and recorded as a gain.” (The italics are 
my own.) 

The phrase is cruel, misdirecting, unjust. As rev- 
erently as those who believe that the Bible is the 
word of God-—the ipsissima verba—and the church 
of Christ the sole ark of salvation, do we, who doubt 
of both, worship the truth and stretch out our hands 
to the light. If we think that such religions as the 
world has hitherto seen have been subjective and not 
given from without. self-generated and not re- 
vealed—it is not because we are indifferent tc the 
religious idea, not because we want to get rid of a 
restraining moral influence, nor yet because we de- 
spise the consolations of faith and the peace which 

. follows prayer. It is simply because certain things, 
integral to those revelations, cannot stand the test of 
scientific truth, and fall to pieces under the touch of 
reason. And what is this joy, this exultation, to 
which Mr. Gladstone assigns so shameful a parallel- 
ism? Is it in our sense of freedom, through our 
deliverance from the cruel superstitions which have 
overwhelmed brave men with abject terror, reduced 
feeble minds to imbecility ánd inflamed ardent ones 
to maduess—which have ruined the happiness of 
multitudes, destroyed innumerable lives, and put in- 
struments of torture into the hands of fanatics where- 
with to oppress their victims, till the hell they 
preached was translated to earth, and the devil they 
painted was embodied in their own persons? Must 
we bury that devil with the ** decencies of mourning," 
and hang up wreaths of parsley and crowns of im- 
mortelles on the closed gates of hell? Yet neither 
the one nor the other is to be extricated from the 
correlative ideas of God and heaven as given to us by 
the Bible and the Christian churches. What is our 
exultation? To feel that we are men, surrounded by 
unfathomable mysteries, but free from the fears 
which desolate and degrade—to feel that we can look 
up to-heaven above unabashed if questioning—that 
we are one with the nature we do not yet understand, 
but part of the whole, and not ruled off to a special 
destiny of eternal torment—to have broken our 
ghastly idol, the Moloch of our sorrow, bloodstained 
and tear-bedewed, and to have enshrined in its place 

Infinity and Law—this is our joy, deep, solemn, self- 
respecting, abiding; and we would that all humanity 
shared it. But to question the objective truth of 
the anthropomorphic religions accepted by man as 

revelations, and to have cast from us the hideous 
superstitions bound up with them, is not to repeat 
the “ frantic orgies of the Commune.” 

The theory of direct revelation creates a dilemma 
from which I see no escape. Hither it is necessary 
for the spiritual well-being of man that truths taught 
by God himself should be known and believed, or it 
is not. If the former, then we are landed in the 
mystery of Partiality and the Favored Nation ; with 
the corollary of injustice to those excluded for no 
fault of their own—by the mere accident of their 
birth deprived of benefits essential to their eternal 
happiness. If the latter, then it seems scarcely worth 
the trouble for Omnipotence to have delivered a mes- 
sage in the tremendous form assumed by Christians, 
if the fate of the excluded is not touched thereby, 
and everything is made pleasant at last for every one 
all round. If we accept the theory of a Unified 


Truth delivered by direct revelation, we are forced 


into the position occupied by Roman Catholies and 


Mohammedans—that is, the exclusion of unbelievers 
from the privileges promised to the faithful—and the 
consequent injustice of the divine being, who favors 


some and disinherits others, irrespective of personal, 
‘| merits and for motives of pure caprice. 


Better than a divine source seems to me the purely 
human origin of this belief in a specialized and par- 
tial revelation, and how it is the translation into 
religion of that passionate patriotism which makes its 
own tribe, race, nation, the finest in the world, the 
preservation and supremacy of which is of the first 
importance. Itis no other than the egotism which 
is necessary for self-preservation, but which cannot 
bear the test of reason exterior to itself. Standing 
apart from all, and impartial to all, we can judge bet- 
ter than when we are face to face with one alone. And 
standing apart, judging for the whole human race 
and on the broad grounds of equal justice, we see 
how infinitely unjust would be any- partial revela- 
tion—any creation of a favored nation which should 
exclude from participation in its benefits the innocent 
disinherited. If we find joy, too, in this deliverance 
from the injustice involved in partial, local, and racial 
revelations—revelations made to some and withheld 
from others—it is because we open the doors of truth 
to all humanity alike—making it general and not 
special—because we think our spiritual democracy a 
nobler thing than the creation of an aristocracy 
among souls, where inherited belief in Christ, Mo- 
hammed, Jehovah, or Vishnü confers celestial rank 
and eternal privileges, denied to the excluded. But 
to see only the mind of man in concrete religious sys- 
tems is not to deny nor to despise the religious 
idea—the instinct of reverence for the Highest 
Ideal—the worship which is inspired by the sense of 
Infinity—the confession of that Something beyond 
ourselves and our knowledge, which some men call 
God, and others the Unknowable, and others, again, 
the Law of Righteousness by which we are gov- 
erned and to which we strive to attain. 

The very fact that there are more religions than 
one in the world, and that each consoles and sustains 
its worshiper, surely of itself proves the subjective 
quality of creeds. Who can deny the power which 
belief in the gods of Olympus had on men? When 
wild thoughts and tumultuous desires disturbed the 
Greek girl's heart, did she derive no calming spiritual 
influence when she fled to the altar of Artemis and 
laid her offerings before the goddess, beseeching her 
divine support? Where was the difference between 


her prayer and that of her younger sister who kneels. 


before the shrine of the Virgin to-day, or turns in 
fear: of herself to her patron saint, her guardian 
angel, asking each to defend her from sinful thoughts ? 
Was the story of Actzeon, slain for his presumptuous 
intrusion on divine privacy, less real to the Greek 
than is to the Jew that of the fifty thousand and 
three score and ten men of Beth-shemesh, smitten be- 
cause they had looked into the Ark of the Lord? 
When women, in their hour of trial, cried out to 
Lucina, was it with a different feeling from that 
which makes the Sicilian invoke the aid of la Madonna 
della Catena? Was the mystery of the birth of 
Dionysos more incredible than that of the Miraculous 
Conception, or the avatar of Crishna? Like our own 
Divine Triad, unseen by excess of light, hidden be- 
hind .the clouds, veiled in the summer sunshine, 
heard in the tempest, and present in the darkness of 
the night, ever unseen but ever there, the gods of 
Olympus drew in council together and watched.over 
the affairs of the men they had made. And the pious 
believed what they did not see, and worshiped by 
faith, not knowledge. When some bold skeptic de- 
nying possibility, or ardent believer seeking to realize 
his faith, climbed to the top of the Sacred Hill, 
searching for proof, what did he find? Was there 
but one feather of eagle or of dove, of peacock or of 
owl, to attest the truth of the greater by the evidence 
of the less ?—one solitary stain of the old gray stone, 
swept by the wind and bleached by the snow, which 
showed where the nectar had fallen from Hebe's cup 
or Ganymede's unpracticed hand?— one spangle of 
gold from the girdle worn by the * Most Beautiful?" 
Was there one smallest material proof of the existence 
of those Divine Twelve, to whom so many temples 
had been raised, so many prayers addressed? Do 
we believe their objective existence now? and have 
we buried them with the * decencies of mourning ? " 
What to us is that vision of Áthene which inspired 
the artist and cheered the faint and feeble ?—what the 
worth of those processions and prayers, those offer- 
ings and sacrifices, which then were held all-powerful 
to avert war or secure victory, to give good crops to 
the land and bring divine favor to the devout ? What 
to us are those divine advocacies or enmities in which 
Achaian and Trojan so implicitly trusted? Do we 
believe in the visit of Jove and Mercury to Baucis 
and Philemon—even those of us who accept as divine 
the stories in the Bible of how God and. his angels 
came down to visit Adam and Eve, Abram and Sara, 
Moses and Mary? Where are the satyrs who fright- 
ened the nymphs in the woods, and the fauns who 
linked the. human with the brute? Where are the 
rude gods of the river, fathers of men ?—the Eumen- 
ides and Ate, Styx and Cerberus? Do we not now 


e 


destruction ? 


confess their phantasmal, subjective, self-generated 
existence? Do we not say: “These things rever 
were, but were only thought to be?" Yet one of the‘ 
charges which cost Socrates his life was that he de- 
spised the tutelary deities of the state, putting in 
their place another divinity; which was as if a 
medieval Spaniard should have denied the actual 


appearance of Saint Jago at the battle of Clavijo; or . T 


his brother monks have questioned the holy visitation 
to Fra Angelico; or as when some modern thinker 
stands apart from the anthropomorphism of the Chris- | 
tian creed, doubts direct revelation, and questions 
the divine authorship of the first chapter of Genesis, , 
in favor of unchangeable law and progressive im- 
provement in knowledge, brain-power, and cosmic 


‘conceptions. 


Admit the theory of an Omnipotent Artificer out- 
side Law—of an Author of Creation who could have 
made all things differently if he would—and we are |. 
caught in a network of contradictions from which 
there is no possibility of freeing ourselves. Where 
do we find the benevolence of that acting and ruling 
deity, belief in whom has, truly enough, “ satisfied 
the doubts, wiped away the tears, and found guidance 
for the footsteps of so many a weary wanderer on 
the earth?” Not in nature, of which man is but one 
manifestation among the countless millions. All 
through nature we find pain and strife and death as 
the charter of existence. The weak are the prey of 
the strong, and life must incessantly be sacrificed 
that life may continue to exist. We make great 
account of our own pains, and put up prayers in 
churches when certain microscopic organisms have . 
taken possession of us, and are rapidly destroying 
our vitality; but who prays Omnipotence for the 
small crab held down by the big one, and slowly 
picked to death by those ruthless pincers tearing 
fragment after fragment from the quivering flesh be- 
neath the shell? What feebler-winged creature 
invokes supernatural aid against the terrible dragon- 
fly the murderous wasp, bearing down on it for 
Look at the spider, the vulture, the’ 
tiger, the cannibal, and the tyrant among men. Are 
they not all parts of one great whole—integral to 
creation as it is—different manifestations of the same 
law? But if not the result of law, working inexor- 
ably and automatically from its own center, then are 
they the deliberate work of an independent creator, 
who might have done differently and more mercifully 
if he would. In which theory lies the most reasona- 
bleness and the most’ humility ?—in that which con- 
fesses ignorance of the causa causans, or in that, 
which creates unanswerable contradictions because of 
its declaration of knowledge, and its ascription of 
pain, misery, and death to the will of a beneficent 
deity and an omnipotent and all-wise father ? 

If there be any truth in science at all, and astron- 
omy, geology, chemistry, biology are not so many 
delusions of the senses, there was a time when our 
ancestor—whom, for want of a better term, we call 
Primitive Man—was removed from the brute only in 
somuch as he had a more erect carriage, a little bigger 
brain, and more completely differentiated members. . 
Of religion, morality, decency, pity, social law, patriot- 
ism, he understood no more than the ape, his . 
brother. He was'as much outside the pale of the 
moral law as the spider or the vulture. In his mur- 
ders, his cannibalism, his bestialities was no sin, be- 
cause there was no knowledge. He was simply a 
brute, inclosing in himself potentialities of future d 
velopment. The product of the law of evolution, he 
had within him the power of evolution. By slow: 
degrees his brain grew and his thoughts ripened. He 
learnt the value .of fixed laws for government, and ` 
the consequent need of obedience, with punishment 
for infraction. He developed a conscience, and he 
developed morality; and among his moral qualities 
he developed pity for suffering. Fear of the pitiless 
elements, of the ferocity of wild beasts, ignorance of 
causes and consequent fear of results, together with 
dreams, sickness, and death, had already created an 
Elemental God. When the social conscience was 
born, the creation of a Moral God, the pitiful helper 
of man, followed as of necessity—by the same law as 
that which created the elemental deity, and made vis- 
ible fetishes of stones and trees, prefacing the graven 
images and painted idols. Imperfect social conditions 
necessitated a Court of Ultimate Appeal. The man 
oppressed here by his stronger superior, and helpless 
in a state of society where might was right and law 
was not justice, needed some one to redress his 
wrongs—if not now nor here, yet in the future—the 
beyond. The tyranny of the potent kings must be pun- 
ished by the wrath of the one omnipoteat ; the suffer- 
ings of the innocent and helpless nv st be avenged 
by the eternal ruler who holds the scales and metes 
out justice. But our God was, and is, the transcript 
of our social .condition—the measure of our knowl- 
edge. The social and personal wrongs of which we 
make so much account are but the translation into 
human action of the material sufferings pervading all 
animate creation. Why must a man be eternally com- 
pensated for a cruel and untimely death, or for the 
loss of his worldly goods and gear, while the worm, 
pulled asunder by two blackbirds or slowly devoured 
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by flies—which tried Frederick Robertson’s faith so 
sharply—the smaller lobster, which is ejected from 
its safe hiding-place among the rocks and thrown out 
` into the waste of the sea to perish by its enemies, is 
` but fulfilling its appointed destiny, without which life 
would not exist at all? This necessity for a Court of 
. Ultimate Appeal and a righteous Judge who shall 
compensate those who have been afflicted here, while 
_ punishing the oppressors, seems to me no more a 
necessity when life is over than compensation for the 
worm or the lobster. Each is the same thing, differ- 
entiated by circumstances and conditions—the homo- 
geneity of nature and the invariability of the universal 
law being surely among the first lessons to be learned 
by those who dare to think. 

Better and truer than the individual consolations 
of eternity are the general ameliorations wrought in 
time. By the law of évolution which rules society— 
the expression of man’s mind—just as it rules the 
translation of organisms, wrong and injustice create 
: better’ laws when the human brain has advanced to 
, the point when it can understand that injustice and 
shape a nobler ideal The world, which in its bar- 
barous nonage prostrates itself at the feet of crowned 
robbers covetous of their neighbors’ vineyards——of 
royal murderers setting obstructive husbands in the 
front of the battle that the wives may be possessed 
in peace—in its manhood sees the greater good of 
equal justice to all, and preaches the nobler law of 
rights and duties as against that of submission and 
privileges. The specialized inheritance of the few 
enlarges itself into the generous democracy of Christ, 
which swept down the barriers of the court and rent 
the veil of the temple. The Favored Nation was 
called on to share; the aristocrats of heaven had to 
enlarge their borders, and the Elect to add new 
thrones to their number. But as presbyter, once a 
liberal protest, grew to be only “old priest writ 
large," so Christianity, which was in the beginning 
as wide as humanity, by the law of consolidation and 
contraction working in things spiritual as well as 
material has become as close a guild and as exclusive 
a sect as the Judaism it was pledged to displace. By 
the dogma of a Unified Truth, of a divine and direct 
revelation, giving privileges to those who believe and 
entailing loss on those who are excluded, the Savior, 
whose salvation wasin his universality, has been nar- 
rowed into a sectarian deity, like Jehovah, like Allah, 
like Vishnü. It is the Agnostic who now takes up 
this lapsed creed of universality—who preaches 
afresh the democracy of souls—who, in his belief that 
the religious idea is one to be improved and finally 
‘perfected by evolution and knowledge, sees the true 
salvation of men and their final redemption from 
error. In this belief lie his hope for the future and 
his patience with the present. -He trusts to time to 
carry on the work of mental enlargement, as it has 
already, together with that of physical improvement; 
he trusts to science to give us increase of veritable 
knowledge—and he knows that his trust is not in 
vain. . 

All bitterness and reproach, all persecution and 
scorn, are among the things dead and done with to 
the Agnostic. As little as he would curse the ele- 
ments which wrecked his house and ruined his land 
. would he curse—though he would prevent—the spir- 

` itual cruelties of his brother, acting according to the 

: law of an uneducated mind, a brutish nature, and 
walking by the dim light of that dawn which is not 
yet morning. He knows that humanity must fulfil 
the universal law, and from low, amorphous begin- 
nings reach up to moral nobleness and spiritual 
beauty. He knows that all society is experimental, 
all laws are tentative; that the stream of tendency 
does indeed make for righteousness, with many wind- 
. ings and much doubling back on its way, but always 
flowing onward from the darkness to the light—from 
the narrow rock in the mountain to the broad and in- 
finite sea. In the abhorrence which good men feel 
for crime he'sees the ultimate destruction of crime ; 
in the great Man-God which forms the ideal of all 
religions he sees the projection of humanity itself on 
the screen of the future ; in the fact that this human- 
ity has ever*touched the level of Moses, Buddha, 
Christ, he sees the possibilities of the whole race. 
He knows ard humbly confesses the great wall of the 
Unknown between him and the Ultimate Verity. 
But in measuring where he stands now from that 
brutish Primitive who was his ancestor, he sees no 
limit to further infinite advance. He sees no limit 
' save that of the individual Every man must be born 
helpless, and if he lives to the end of his tether he 
must die decayed, carrying his experiences with him. 
All the same the race survives. 

Let it be so. Theindividual is nothing. He is no 
more than the diatom, the bit of protoplasm which 
helps to make a geological stratum and a biological 
world. From the individual as he is now—striving 
-after righteousness, suffering for truth, offering him- 
self as a fragment in the great stepping-stone— will 
come the race which shall some day be as gods, 
knowing good and evil. The storms of the present 
may wither the vines and blight the fig-trees, but the 
roots remain ; and it is better to be among the eternal 
“roots of Yggdrasil, barren of beauty for ourselves, 


but helping in the life and solace of others, than to 
be one of the fairest of the annuals—things born of 
the day and perishing with the day, leaving nothing 
permanent nor solid behind. Ah! better than all 
personal gain of riches or of love, which perish with 
our lives, is that immortality of influence found in 
the example of those who have done a noble deed or 
spoken a brave truth! "Worst of all the errors, most 
deadly of all the irreligious denials, is that egotistic 
preference of individual gain over the general well- 
being. Not against those who doubt the divine per- 
sonality they cannot see—who question the fatherly 
care and beneficence of an omnipotent artificer who 
has made sorrow, suffering disease, and death neces- 


sities of existence—but against the egotisis who 


make the unit of more importance than the whole 
should such men as Mr. Gladstone turn their arms. 
Speculative opinions are incapable of proof, but moral 
heroism is a certain quantity; and the belief in and 
practice of Altruism are essentially parts of that code 
which has to come to the front in the future. Once 
men did not see the higher ideal contained in the 
spiritualized Lord whom Paul preached, over the 
deities whom Ovid vulgarized. They preferred their 
joyous hymns and picturesque processions to the 
colder, more sublime, less tangible worship of the 
* pale Galilean,” belief in whom included the socialism 
of general poverty for this world and the hope of 
happiness transferred from life here to life after 
death. What was it to the joyous Greek, to the 
strong and sensual Roman, to whom Hades was but 
& world of shadows, to be told to give up all here— 
all that was lovable, pleasurable, tangible—for the 
hypothetical joys of heaven? Did hé not say: “I 
will take when I can and hold by what I know?" just 
as those to whom Altruism is unwelcome because of 
its destruction of egotism say: ‘ What to me is the 


race? I suffer—7 love—7 desire ; what do I care for 


the rést?" But it has to come. The nobler life is 
inevitable; and the day when Duty shall overcome 
Pleasure, and Altruism be stronger than Individ- 
ualism, is as certain in the future as is the calculation 
of an eclipse or a new discovery in chemistry. 


The loss out of his life of a personal deity does not 
dismay the Agnostic, and the destruction.of his be- 
lief in direct revelation has not left him desolate. As 
& brave man knows how to die and pass into the 
darkness of the grave with calmness and dignity, so 
& brave soul knows how to live by the light of an 
educated conscience only—that conscience being the 
result of gradual development, as much as is the 
sense of justice and the consciousness of shame. He 
waits for the time when better knowledge shall enable 
men to reconcile the mystery of the material cruelty 
of nature with the pity, the justice, the moral sense, 
which are the active and substantive possessions of 
man only—who, after all, is only matter conscious 
of itself to the highest degree yet attained. He does 
not know why the House of Life should be thus di- 
vided against itself, nor why he, who is only a higher 
translation of the Force which expresses itself in the 
worm and the crab, should feel pity when he sees the 
one pulled asunder by two blackbirds—a sickening 
kind of indignation when the living flesh of the other 
is being slowly picked. out by the pincers of the 
stronger. One with nature, and the product of 
material things, his revulsion from the circumstances 
of his origin is not to be explained by the theory of 
a moral sense—that something extra added by the 
God who has originated these circumstances. This 
would be to make the creator ashamed of his own 
creation, and to make man his judge and assessor. 
It is a mystery; and the greatest of the many by 
which we are surrounded. Why matter, fully con- 
scious of itself in the mind of man, should find the 
inevitable law, the unalterable conditions of life, 
cruel, and should do what it can to ameliorate them, 
is an enigma not to be explained away by the story of 
Adam and Eve—a talking snake standing erect—a 
God who walked in the garden in the cool of the 
evening—a Forbidden Tree and a Tree of Life—or 
any other of the mythological circumstances to which 
the orthodox pin their faith, finding them sufficient 
for their peace. 

Let us go out into the open and judge for our- 
selves. Let us climb to the top of Mount Olympus, 
of Ararat, of Meru ; let us lift up the lid of the Ark 
of the Covenant, enter the Sepulcher, touch the stone 
at Mecca, feel the wheels of the car of Juggernaut, 
and test what we find by the aid of reason and such 
science as we possess. If we find there things which 
vanish as we look—things vaporous as clouds that 
cannot be held—unstable as the river mist which can- 
not be compelled—can we still believe in the objective 
existence of the faiths bound up with these things? 
Or shall we not rather say they are all of the same 
order—prophet and pythoness, angel and demizod, 
Madonna and Hera, Crishna and Christ, Jehovah and 
Zeus—they are all names, not persons, and. all repre- 
sent analogous conditions of brain differentiated by 
climate and the tendencies of the race? Beyond 
them all lies the boundless and impersonal Infinite— 
the grandeur of impartial law—the prizes to be won 
from the depths of the as yet unknown—and the 
one concrete imperishable essence of all religion— 


our duty to our fellow-men, and our duty in self- 
respect to ourselves. . 

Always the popular faith has been the last word, 
the supreme revelation, to those who believe; and 
always the first doubters-—the Uhlans preceding the 
army of destroyers and subsequent reconstructors— 
have been made martyrs to their negation. To be 
said to doubt the tutelar deities of the city cost. 
Socrates his life—Socrates, who, before all men, taught 
reverence and preached virtue. To deny that Jesus, 
the Son of Mary, was God Incarnate has cost many 
hundreds of lives. To question the divine mission 
of Mohammed has been as fatal to thousands as was 
the denial of the supremacy of Jehovah to the priests 
of Baal. Theworld reveres its idols, and looks neither 
to the fashion of their make nor to the passions they 
typify. Jealous or cruel, punishing the children for 
the father’s sin or demanding the sacrifice of the in- 
nocent for the redemption of the guilty—these idols 
are precious beyond all else, and their worship is 
held as dear as life itself. And ever the deniers of 
their divinity have been accused of preaching the 
wildest immorality as well as the most godless irre- 
ligion, and of desiring to break all the wholesome 
restraints which keep men from crime and vice and 
force them to obey the moral law. ‘The frantic 
orgies of the Commune!” Yes, that is the modern 
name for the old stone. Itis always the same stone, 
renamed according to circumstances. But by and by 
the world comes up to these pioneers. Then it 
ceases to revile, and takes their place, crying out: 
* We knew all this before; you are telling us no new 
thing.” 

There is no more sin in questioning the objective 
truth of religious systems than there is in verifying a 
scientific position. We seek the truth, and the fact 
of this seeking is the proof that we have not yet 
found. “Judicial blindness" is the phrase of cer- 
tainty so far as the individual is concerned. But his 
realization does nothing for another ; on the contrary, 
that one man realizes one thing and his brother an- 
other incontestably proves the subjective quality of 
each creed. The cry of thé human heart is yet 
unanswered, and the reconciling medium between 
man’s moral sense and the natural law is yet to seek. 
The world stands with parched lips, waiting for this 
dew óf Hermon by which its thirst will be slaked; 
and till we can reconcile these two opposing mani- 
festations of the same Force it must remain unsatis- 
fied. The solution is not to be found in the doctrine 
of Original Perfection, the Fall, and the consequent 
sufferings of all life for the childish disobedience of 
one man. Meanwhile, we who believe in the future 
of humanity by the law of progress wait, hoping and 
of good heart. Schools are our temples; science is 
our ritual; time is our heaven ; the human race con- 
tains our future gods; and the Satan we have to 
conquer and to chain is that arid Egotism which de- 
spises for the race what it cannot enjoy in its own 
person, and cares more for the salvation of its own 
individuality than it does for the redemption of the 
world. If in this creed can be found any analogy to 
the frantic orgies of the Commune, I for one am con- 
tent to stand in the pillory, and let Mr. Gladstone 
and his co-religionists pelt me at their pleasure 

f E. Lyns Linton 


Seeing God. 

Moritz Saphir, a distinguished writer and a Jew, 
died in 1858 at the age of sixty-four. He was a spe- 
cial favorit of King Ludwig-Carl (Louis-Charles) of 
Bavaria, who abdicated the throne in 1848 in conse- 
quence of an unholy alliance with Lola Montes. 
King Louis was a Catholic, and his wife a Protestant. 
This royal equation of religious profession was neces- 
sary to the maintenance of the equilibrium of the 
kingdom. Louis persuaded Saphir to become a 
Catholic. By and by the queen induced the Catholic 
Jew to embrace Protestantism. His conversion in 
both cases was easy. But on a festiv occasion, while 
in a convivial mood, he amused the king and his par- 
asites by saying: “When I was a Jew my God saw 
me, but I didn’t see him. When I became a Catholic 
I saw my God (pointing to Christ on a cross), but he 
didn’t see me. When I became a Protestant my God 
didn’t see me, and I didn’t see him." ANTICHRIST. 


-e -o 
Religion and Scotch Whisky. 

A Scotchman said: ** When I was a lad I belonged to a 
religious family. My father would never go out or allow us 
to do so on Sunday, except to see the ‘beauties of nature,’ 
though I think that he was temporizing with his conscience 
when he went out to walk, even on that plea. We used to 
be sent to church and Sunday-school regularly with our 
Bibles in dur hands—every one carries a Bible when he goes 
to church in Edinburgh—and one Sunday, when I lost my 
Bible up on Arthur's Seat I had to lie about it, and say that I 
lost it in my seat in church. But what would astonish the 
spiritual dudes of this town and generation was the fact that 
Sunday-school conventions used to be held in the gin-mills. 
Oh, it’s a fact! Every Wednesday night, sir, the Sunday- 
school superintendents and teachers used to meet in a pot- 
house, light their long * churchwardens,” call for a can 
apiece of stiff erog, and sit there with it before them, sipping 
at intervals and discussing lessons and methods, That was 
before the time of the temperance agitation, and those old 
hard-shells thought there was nothing more anomalous in . 
sitting in a ginanill to talk religion than your Sunday-school 
teacher nowadays does in discussing church affairs at a Dor- 
cas society tea-party.” 


. the people. 
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The Irish Problem a Religious Issue. 

When the Irish Nationalists and Home Rulers 
were in a hopeless minority in Ireland, and the out- 
look for an Irish parliament was years in the dis- 
tance, the pope, and, of course, his prelates and 
priests in Ireland, held aloof, and extended no aid to 
When, however, the fight between 
the Liberals and Tories became so close that it 
was evident the Irish contingent in Parliament 
would hold the balance of power, and could dic- 
late terms to eithér, party called. to govern, the 
pope sent word to Axchbishop Walsh to see that 
none but Catholics were'elected. He did not put his 
instructions in just these words, but the meaning was 
there. Archbishop Walsh\sent out a circular to the 
priests, instructing them to\take part in the nominat- 
ing conventions, and the result i is, of course, nearly a 
solid parliamentary delegation of Catholics. 

Upon the defeat of the Tory ministry, and the ad- 
vent of Mr. Gladstone to power, the Tories seized 
upon this sectarianism as a political weapon. Charges 
are made that Home Rule means Catholic rule, and 
consequent persecution of Protestantism. Whether 
this be true or not, the political struggle is assuming 
a distinctly religious color. Corisbruing the return of 
nearly all Catholics to be a challenge, Lord Randolph 
‘Churchill, the Tory leader, has responded with the 
ery of. Orangemen to the front, and unless he is 
choked off by Salisbury he promises to stir up a 
lively religious riot. Last week he visited Belfast 
with the avowed purpose of inflaming the Protest- 
ants to declare that they will hav a ciyil war rather 
than home rule. His speech was directed against 
popery, and his denunciation of the confessional was 
very bitter. It was, in fact, a harang of the sixteenth 
century kind, when religion entered into every ques- 
tion of the day. 

. If Mr. Churchill had spoken iin a secular point 
of view, indicating the dangers from an exclusiv 
Catholic rule; if he had advocated the establishment 
of a government for Ireland which should ignore and 
refuse to provide for religion, he might hav the sym- 
pathy of a great many good people who wish Ireland 
well, but know that it never can be well with her as 
long as her people are taxed to the last shilling to 
support 2 horde of priests. As it is, he is but the 
fomenter of religious strife, a Protestant partisan, a 
demagog of a politician, instead of a patriot. When 
Catholic and Protestant get each other by the throat, 
the country is lost sight of, and the sect becomes the 
impelling force and object for victory. History very 


‘Time ‘and’ again has Ire- 


clearly demonstrates this. 
land been ravaged by contending religious armies. 
The instructions of the popé previous to the election 
last fall and the present attitude of the Orangemen 
make in not impossible that she may be again. 
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A Stagnation in Methodism. 
The Detroit Hvening News is constantly prodding 
the churches of Michigan with a sharp stick. , Two 
weeks ago it read the Baptists a severe lesson upon 


| their general inutility in the community, and now it 


gently warns the Methodists that they are about 
equally useless. In casting up the church work of 
the Baptists in Michigan, the News found that they 
had increased their membership during 1885 by only 
eight hundred and six, at an expense of $327.89 ‘per 
head. This, the Mews candidly admits, is a dismal 
failure. 

The Methodists of the state number something 
like sixty thousand. They own over two millions and 
a quarter of untaxed real estate. The expenses for 
ministerial support for 1885 were $355,021; for cur- 
rent expenditures, $67,571, a total of $422,592. The 
number of converts was 1,784, making the cost per 
head $242. The Baptists, says the Mews, “ believe 
that when once a person is converted it stands for all 
eternity. God, theysay, does his work so thoroughly 
the first'time that he never has to do it over again. 
The Methodists, on the other hand, teach that a con- 
verted person can ‘fall from grace,’ and therefore 
needs to be reconverted before he can be saved. 
With the Methodists, therefore, it may be said that 
the Sunday services are as well for the saved as for 
the lost. The saints must be kept in the straight 
and narrow path, while the sinners must be enticed 
from the broad road that leads to everlasting damna- 
tion. Just how much of the expenses, therefore, 
should be put down to the cost of saving sinners, and 
how much should be set against the expense of 
keeping sinners saved, we leave each reader to figure 
out for himself.” 

This is cold-blooded reckoning to apply to such a 
fervid subject as religion, and will, we fancy, be un- 
palatable to the churches. But what can they say? 
Figures do not lie, and if the Methodists honestly 
believe that not only conversion to Christianity in. 
general, but a quickening of spiritual life and a new 
birth in Christ in particular, is necessary to escape 
eternal damnation, they ought to feel grateful to the 
editor who calls their attention to the awful state of 
affairs now prevailing. Moreover, should they not at 
once seek for the reason of the almost utter impo- 
tence of Methodism, which was once so powerful with 
the illiterate and unreasoning masses ? 

` This question is not a new one. It has been agi- 
tating the leaders of Methodism for several years.. 
Many answers to it hav been given by those outside 
and inside the church. Some eminent Methodist 
authorities consider the church fair to hav been a 
great source of mischief. Respect for religion, they 
argue, must inevitably decline when the worldly see 
its advocates and supporters openly using means to 
cheat the public out of its cash which bear such close 
resemblance to gambling that they cannot distinguish 
between the two. Others take the view that revivals 
drive away from the church many more than they 
gain. Revivals, they say, gather in only those whose 
emotions are easily wrought upon, and who backslide 
at the first opportunity, to the merriment of the 
scoffers and the detriment of the church. Revivals, 
too (add these church critics), often unsettle the 
reason of converts, and increase the population of in- 
sane asylums. They hav also to admit the justice of 
the reproach of the pathologists who point out that 
the emotions awakened by the spiritual new birth 
conduce very frequently to physical new births. 
Other Methodist critics (and we may cite Dr. Buck- 
ley in this instance) urge that the habit of long 
prayers by aged and prosy class-leaders has a ten- 
dency to keep the seats empty at prayer-meetings. 
Another class of critics (but these are evidently hos- 
til, and perhaps should not be quoted) say that the 
frequency with which Methodist ministers are before 
the courts in company with a female parishioner 
exerts a strong influence upon the minds of the unre- 
generate people, and does much toward retarding the 
lengthening of the church-roll. The average man, 
these critics allege, feels a hesitancy about subjecting 
his wife and daughters to the temptations of pastoral 
visits, church sociables, and emotional prayer-meetings. 


pont the severest criticism we remember to hav read is 


that of Bishop Randolph 8. Foster; of the Ohio con-. 
ference. Mr. Foster entered the Methodist ministry 


in 1887, and was ordained bishop in 1872, He is 


one of the old-fashioned Methodists, who would hav 
the. clergy follow the example of John Wesley, and 
preach in barns, or the streets, or in almshouses and 


prisons, wherever a congregation could be gathered ` 


together, or forced by workhouse keepers and jailers | 
to listen to him. He does. not believe in the modern 
Liberalism that is creeping into the church and finds ' 
expression in literary essays from the pulpits. “The 
church of to-day," he thunders, “is courting the ` 
world. Its members are trying to bring it down to 
the level of the ungodly.” Mr. Foster sees in balls, 


and theaters, and art, a dangerous force making in- _ T 


roads into the sacred inclosure, and as an effect only 
the increased fuss made over, Lent, and Easter, and 
Good Friday. In this, however, there is no gain. 
These occasions are used principally because they af- 
ford the opportunity for display of dresses and out- 
ward piety, without the inner substance, and for the 
ornamentation of churches. Methodists, he asserts, 
* in violation of God's words and their own disciplin, 
dress as extravagantly and as fashionably as any 
other class. The ladies, often the wives and daugh- 
ters of the ministers, put on pearls, and gold, and 
costly array. The plain dress insisted upon by John 


Wesley, and worn by Hester Ann Rogers, would now. 


be regarded in Methodist circles as fanaticism.” In 
this assimilation with the world, the bishop sees ter- 
rific consequences. But added to it “is the neglect 
of the poor, substitution of the form for the faet of 
godliness, a hireling ministry, and an impure gospel, 
which, summed up, is & fashionable church." In the 
music, too, there is damnation: ''Elaborately dressed : 
and ornamented choirs, who in many cases make no 
profession of religion, and are often sneering skep- 
tics, go through a cold artistic or operatic perform- 
ance, which is as much in harmony with spiritual 
worship as an opera or theater. Under such worldly 
performances,” he says, "spirituality is frozen to 
death." The difference between the Methodism of old 
and of the present he finds to be great. “Formerly | 
every Methodist attended class and gave testimony of 
experimental religion. 
tended by very few, and in many churches abandoned. 
Seldom the stewards, trustees, and leaders of the 
church attend class. Formerly nearly every Method- 
ist prayed, testified, or exhorted in prayer-meeting. 
Now but very few are heard. Formerly shouts and 
praises were heard; now such demonstrations of holy 
enthusiasm and joy are regarded as fanaticism. 
Worldly socials, fairs, festivals, concerts, and such 
like hav taken the place of the religious gatherings, 
revival meetings, class and prayer-meetings of earlier 
days. How true that the Methodist disciplin is a 
dead letter. Its rules forbid the wearing of gold, or 
pearls, or costly array, yet no one ever thinks of dis- 
ciplining its members for violating them. They 
forbid the reading of such books and the taking of 
such diversions as do not minister to. godliness; yet 
the church itself goes to shows, and frolics, and festi- 
vals, and fairs, which destroy the spiritual life of the 
young as well as the old. The extent to which this is 
now carried on is appalling. The spiritual death it 
carries in its train will only be known when the mill- 
ions it has swept into hell stand before the judg- 
ment.” This is Bishop Foster's opinion of the pews, 
but his arraignment of the pulpit is no less severe. 
The early Methodist ministers, he says, went forth to 
suffering and sacrifice. . They sought places of priva- 
tion rather than of ease. They had no large salaries, 
gorgeous parsonages, non-luxury-loving congrega- 
tions. All this is now changed, “ Oh, how changed!” 
he exclaims. “A hireling ministry will be a feeble, 
a timid, a truckling, a time-serving ministry, with- 
out faith, endurance, and holy power. Methodism 
formerly dealt in the great central truth. Now the 
pulpits deal largely in generalities, and in popular 
lectures. The glorious doctrin of entire sanctifica- 
tion is rarely heard and seldom witnesred to in the 
pulpits.” i 

Perhaps in some one of these explanations the 
Evening News can find a satisfactory answer to its 
query, why do the Methodists spend so much money 
and hav so little to show for it? But if not, then let 
the editor look deeper into the question, and it will 
find that the Baptists and the Methodists are not 
alone in their suspended growth. Every sect but the 
Catholics is loging its hold upon the people, and every 
denomination but Rome is permeated with heresy. 
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Now the class-meeting is at- | - 
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: And though they should gain. in numbers they are 
steadily losing in principle. The creeds of the past 
no longer satisfy the people. They hav outgrown 

: them, as a child outgrows the nursery rhymes that 
once amused and fed its mind. One after another of 
the dogmas is quietly dropped and relegated to the 
lumber room, to gather dust and be finally forgotten. 
Even the bishop’s darling dogma of entire sanctifi- 
cation is scouted as only the mental athletics of a 
puritanical hypochondriae. "Who would believe, after 

. & horse trade with a deacon, that “the saints grow in 
grace, perfecting holiness in the fear of God ?" There 
are but few sections in the Methodist articles of relig- 
ion, from “faith in the holy trinity” to “a Christian 

' man’s oath,” that the people believe. The reason is 
that the entire foundation of the whole system of 
Christianity has been undermined by the scholarship 
of the last quarter of a century. A man nowadays 
who believes in the “fall of man” is regarded as a 
fossil. Yet upon it depends the whole scheme of sal- 
vation. If God did not create Adam as recorded in 
Genesis, if he was not perfect before the “ fall,” of 
what use was Christ's sacrifice on Calvary?  Evolu- 
tion shows, as Beecher puts it, that man began at 
zero and has been rising ever since, instead of hav- 
ing once been perfect and falling constantly. 

. The growth of the world to-day, it cannot be 
denied, is farther and farther away from a belief in 
the scriptures, as a “ sufficiency for salvation.” The 
better sense of mankind rejects the ferocious dogma 
of hell, and it certainly is an unprovable speculation. 
But what is theology without a hell with which to 
terrify the people into the fold? Christ’s three days 
in the tomb are called a prolonged syncope, and the 
resurrection a figure of speech. What medical man 
will risk his reputation by vouching it possible for 

: Christ to truly rise from the dead, take his own body, 
“with all things appertaining to the perfection of 
man's nature," and ascend into heaven and there sit 
“until he return to judge all men at the last day ?" 
The machinery of the church is altogether too cum- 
bersome, and impossible of being put into action. A 
man cannot believe unless a statement appear to him 
reasonable. To the people of Michigan, as to the 

_ rest of mankind, Methodism probably does not so 
appear, and that is the cause of the poor showing 
made by the churches. They hav outgrown the 
Methodism of Wesley, and the Methodism of to-day 
does not sufficiently i impress them with its import- 

„ance. If there is no hell to be saved from, they prob- 
ably argue, and if the scheme offered is worthless 
though there were, of what use is it to join a church? 
There is better amusement at the theaters, more solid 
information to be gathered from books, and if one 

_ must meditate upon the briefness of human life, why, 

a visit to a graveyard is a little more cheering than 

the average Methodist sermon. Let the Detroit edi- 
tor brighten up. There are many things to get in 

_ this world of vastly more importance than religion. 
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William Shreeve Bailey Dead. 


The last issué of the Nashville, Tenn., Liberal 
brings the unwelcome intelligence that its venerable 
editor has learned all there is of life and death. He 
was in good health until February 17th, on which 
date he contracted a cold that rapidly developed into 
pneumonia, and after an illness of three days he died 
at the close of Saturday, the 20th ult. The funeral 
occurred on Tuesday, February 23d, the services 
being conducted by Dr. Thomas Foster. 

Mr. Bailey was eighty years of age. His life had 
been one of constant struggle, as indeed were the 
lives of all the antislavery agitators, of whom he was 
one of the bravest. He was born in Centerville, 
Ohio, February 10, 1806. In his boyhood he re- 
ceived a good education, and later entered upon a 
preparatory course of study for the ministry. He 
was compelled to sacrifice this ambition, and learned 
the machinist trade, afterward engaging in business 
for himself in Newport, Ky. Here, in 1851, being 
obliged to take a printing office in payment of debts 
due him, he entered into the printing business, pub- 
lishing a small daily paper, the Evening News. 

-Being an outspoken Abolitionist, vigorously denounc- 
ing negro slavery, his establishment was soon 
destroyed by an incendiary fire. The citizens who 
sympathized with him at once raised funds, and he 
was soon the editor of the Free South, a weekly with 
the emancipation of the slaves as its avowed object. 
On October 28th, 1859, his office was attacked by a 
mob, and the press and type taken out, put upon a 


ferry-boat, conveyed to the middle of the Ohio river, 
and there sunk. The immediate pretext for this out- 
rage, Dr. Foster says, was an editorial in which Mr. 
Bailey expressed his belief “that John Brown, in his 
Harper’s ‘Ferry raid, was actuated by religious con- 
vietions and humane considerations of right; that 
he was honest, if mistaken." Northern citizens who 
were in sympathy with Mr. Bailey contributed funds 
sufficient for another printing outfit, and a little 


working capital, with which he again began the print- 


ing business. About theclose of the war he started 
a daily paper, the Evening Leader, at Covington, 
Ky., afterward removing to Nashville, and in company 
with Hon. John Ruhm published the Nashville Daily 
Republican. This office was destroyed in 1875 by 
fire, the work of incendiaries. . 

The Republican was Mr. Bailey's last newspaper 
venture previous to publishing the Liberal. After 
the burning of the office Mr. Bailey came North, and 
aided by letters of high praise from Governor Claf- 
lin, Elizur Wright, Edward Everett Hale, Photius 
Fisk, Hon. F. L. Ames, John M. Forbes, and other 
distinguished Massachusetts citizens, soon collected 
money for still another printing outfit. Returning to 
Nashville, he once more hung out his sign of job 
printer, on Cherry street, where he lived and worked 
until death came to him. The Liberal is now in its 
fifth volume. , 

Mr. Bailey renounced the creeds of the church 
in his early manhood. The “Age of Reason” was to 
him the embodiment of truth.. He wrote for the 
Boston Investigator in the early days of that jour- 


nal and all through his eventful life he maintained |: 


his opinions with vigor and ability. The star ever 
before him was Freethought. He was generous, too, 
often beyond his means. No poor left his door with 
the impress of hunger upon their faces, and there are 
many in Nashville to-day who will suffer through his 
death. 

Whatever else may be said of him, writes his 
funeral eulogist, this tribute cannot be denied him: 
he had courage, the courage of his convictions. In 
the face of public opinion, pro-slavery or religious, 
of bold self-interest or of educated prejudice, he never 
faltered. Whether suffering persecution for his Infi- 
delity, or standing in front of infuriated mobs, he 
never quailed. He was a brave, an honest man. He 
believed heartily in what he said and wrote. And 
when lying upon the bed of death, no change of sen- 
timent came to him. He died as he lived, an honest 
man. 

So passes away another of the antislavery heroes. 
There are but few now left—they can be counted 
almost upon the fingers. A few more years and they 
will hav all passed from the earth. But we shall still 
hav'the influence of their lives to spur us on to effort, 
and to remind us in every moment of their years of 
incessant toil, and their all but hopeless work, till 
suddenly, like a flash of light, their labor was 
crowned with vietory. William Shreeve Bailey is 
gone, but he is still here in his influence upon those 
who met him or read his paper. - His little journal 
wil hv after him, we hope, and through that the 
work he began may be continued, and his name still 
be mentioned among those who hav made the world 
better. l 


Ca E E n 
Heretics of a Generation Ago. 

The letters of Richard Carlile and Robert Taylor, 

furnished us by Thomas Shore, Jr., of London, take 

us back to old times. Freethinkers then were used 

about as théy are to-day, but their persecutions by 


the Christians were conducted with . more bold- 


ness. D. M. Bennett’s imprisonment had to be 

brought about under another charge, and the indict- 

ment of G. W. Foote included the word “indecent” 

through fear of the prosecutor that “blasphemous” 
was not sufficient to procure conviction. 

Robert Taylor was first imprisoned for blasphemy 
in 1827, in Oakham jail, one year. It was in this 
jail that he wrote the “Diegesis,” and “Syntagma.” 
In 1831 he was again imprisoned for blasphemy in 
Horsemonger jail, his sentence, beginning July 4th, 
being for two years. Having, in a fit of desperacion, 
threatened the life of the jailer, this fact was made 
use of to prolong his imprisonment. Between 
his two imprisonments he formed the acquaintance of 
Richard Carlile, who had established a Sunday- 
school for free discussion in a theater called the 
Rotunda, near Blackfriar's bridge. Taylor and Carlile 
worked together for several years, but after Mr. 


Taylor’s release from Horsemonger jail a difference 
in sentiment as to methods estranged them. It 
may be this estrangement antedated Mr. Taylor's re- 
lease, and accounts for the reproving tone of Mr. 
Carlile’s letter noted by Mr. Shore, Jr. Mr. Taylor's 
first trial for blasphemy was founded upon his series 
of sermons in “The Devils Pulpit,” a name given 
them from the circumstance of the author having 
been called the devil’s chaplain by Mr. H. Hunt. 
After Mr. Taylor's release from his second imprison- 
ment, he married an estimable lady and retired to 
France, spending the remainder of his days in tran- 
quility. 

Richard Carlile was first imprisoned for blasphemy’ 
in Dorchester jail. Six indictments were procured 
against him upon such publications as Paine's theo- 
logical works, “ Doubts of Infidels,” and “Watson 
Refuted.” In 1819 he was sentenced for three years 
and fined £1500. At his wish his wife continued his 
work, and after various attempts the Christians suc- 
ceeded, in 1821, in getting her into the same jail that 
held her husband. Mr. Carlile’s sister then under- 
took the work, but she was soon sent to keep her 
brother company. Then a Mrs. Wright and seven- 
teen men raised some funds to continue the publica- 
tion of Infidel books, but, one after another, they 
were arrested, tried, and imprisoned for periods vary- 
ing from six months to three years. During the 
whole period of Carlile’s incarceration he edited his 
paper, the Republican, and to make his perscutors 
more angry he dated it in the “Era of the Carpen- 
ter’s Wife’s Son.” 

Carlile’s second term lapped over that of Robert Tay- 
lor and it was then that he wrote the letter which we 
print this week. In 1830 he was conducting the 
Sunday-school for free discussion in the Rotunda. 
Shortly afterward the Whigs came into power, and 
though the Tories had abstained from meddling with 
Carlile’s and Taylor’s meetings in the Rotunda, the 
Whigs were less forbearing, and Mr. Carlile was sent to 
Horsemonger jail for two years. His crime consisted 
in delivering Freethought lectures. In 1884 and 
1835 Mr. Carlile passed ten more weeks in prison for 
refusing to pay church rates assessed upon his house 
in Fleet street. 

James Watson; to whom the FT letter is 
addressed, was a colleague of Carlile, and was in his 
employ. He was arrested for selling a copy of 
Palmers’ “Principles of Nature,” and sentenced to 
twelve months’ imprisonment in Coldbath Fields 
Prison. Mr. Taylor seems to hav had a deeper affec- 
tion for him than for Mr. Carlile. Reformers in 
those days, as in these, were self-willed, and apt to 
think that only their way could be the right one. 
Against the enemy they preserved an unbroken front, 
but among themselvs they had their factions. This 
must inevitably be, the case in all reforms. It re- 
quires a strong will, a great deal of individuality, and 
a large development of what phrenologists denom- 
inate the organ of self-esteem, to stand up against 
popular prejudice, and go bravely to prison rather 
than yield to the clamor of the mob. Such qualities 
are the very ones that lead to divergence from 
others. In this country, in antislavery times, the 
Abolitionists differed furiously as to methods. Not 
infrequently the leaders let fall sentences scathing 
their colleagues scarcely less bitterly than they de- 
nounced the “sum of all villainies.”” But these 
small specks on their characters are to-day lost sight 
of, and the world unites in honoring them as its 
benefactors. It is well, however, to bear these things 
in mind as a lesson to the reformers of to-day, and 
the enemy may lay this to heart: No matter how 
much individuals may differ, no matter how diver- 
gent may be their ways and methods, they are all 
working for the common cause—the cause that, like 
evolution, will steadily progress in spite of all 
obstacles. 

Mr. Joseph W. Corfield, referred to by Mr. Shore, 
is one of the noble men of the present day who de- 
light to honor reformers. In Kensal Green Ceme- 
tery, near the monument to Robert Owen, he has 
erected “The Reformers’ Memorial,” a granit pillar 
seventeen feet high, upon which he has placed the 
names of over forty of the prominent heretics of the 
present century, together with a brief statement of 
the work performed which entitles them to this 
distinction and grateful remembrance. The memo- 
rial was unveiled August 22, 1885. 
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Letters fram friends. 


New Brunswick, N. J., Feb. 18, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find check for $5—$3 for paper in 
advance, and $2 to assist you in illustrating the journal. 
Yours, Horace L. Fargonirp, M.D. 


Exporapo, Ia., Feb. 1886. 
Mr. Evrror: Please find inclosed $3 to pay for THE 
Truta SEEKER another year. I want your paper as long as 
-I can read it. I had a severe spell of sickness, and did not 
expect to read it again; but I willrisk it once more. I am 
seventy-nine years and seven months old. I hav taken THE 
TRUTH SEEKER ever since it was printed in Paris, Ill. 
JOSEPH HUNTZUGER. 


KinksviLLE, Mo., Feb. 22, 1886. 
Mr. Eviror: As there has been of late some discussion 
through your paper concerning hair-snakes, allow me to state 
a fact which is absolutely a fact. I hav seen a horse, of 
course dead, lying covered, or ncarly so, in perfectly still and 
clear water, in summer time, and the tail or hairs all alive, 
squirming, and struggling apparently to break loose, and at 
the same time many that had evidently broken loose were 
swimming around in various directions. I offer no explana- 
tion, for snch a law of nature is beyond my comprehension. 
I hope you will preserve your illustrations or cuts and put 
.them together in pamphlet form, squaring the pages with 

items of interest. Wm. Harr. 


Burr Oak, Miou., Feb. 17, 286. 

Mr. Epnrron: In Tung Truru SEEKER of February 18th, E. 
F. Curtis tells à wonderful tale of a little girl who wrote 
short sentences ‘‘ signed.by some deceased person,” and the 
writing “would claim to come from the dead." 

See how easily people can deceive themselvs and unwit- 
tingly use deceptiv language. Neither that writing nor any 
other ever claimed anything. The claim has in every case been 
made by some substantial flesh-and-blood person. E. F. 
Curtis is shocked at the inconsistency of Truesdell, Miss Gib- 
son, Elmina, etc., in saying that Spiritualism is a fraud. The 
above-named persons may or may not notice the Curtis let- 
ter; but as one of the etceteras (J hav never said that Spirit- 
itualism was a fraud, however), I want to say a few words. 
Curtis says: ‘‘ Let them meet our facts." Here the self-delu- 
sion is shown agatn. If Truesdell, Miss Gibson, or Elmina 
has ever denied or evaded a fact, that denial or evasion has 
not been printed in Tux TRUTH SEEKER nor any other paper 
that I hav seen. They hav seen the so-called Spiritual phe- 
nomena, but still they do not know that any sucb thing as & 
spirit exists or ever existed. That is all the evasion of facts 
amounts to. If anyone else knows that spirits exist, that 
person is to blame for not proving such existence. It has 
never been done. Curtis accepts nothing that is not logical, 
for he says that “ the disregard for facts and logic," etc., is 
some palliation for severe language. Here is a specimen of 
the Curtis logic, reduced a syllogism: ‘‘ Many people are 
able to write. Elmina had a slate with writing on it, but 
don’t know how the writing was.done; ergo, spirits wrote on 
the slate.” But here is the kernel: ‘t We say spirits did it, 
using for the purpose an element they find in Truesdell that 
they do not find in all—in fact, in few—and utilizing a law 
which we, as yet, do not understand." Oh, how convincing 
that is; how soothing to the troubled breast of the anxious 
inquirer! And so plain! Why hav we not all thought 
about that element Truesdell has concealed about his person 
so long, and about that law that nobody knows anything 
about? Come to Curtis j-u-u-u-st now for logic. 

Curtis has a slate with writing on it, carefully covered with 
glass. Probably this is a fact. It is not likely that any Ma- 
terialist in the world would deny this fact. Let Curtis make 
the existence of a spirit as clear as he can the existence of a 
slate with writing on it, and if the Materialists then refuse to 
believe, they will deserve all the contempt Mr. Curtis can 
shower on them. He says ‘It has even claimed to be a 
Spirit." Bring out f, and let us see what this č that makes 
claims looks like. I hav never received an answer to the 
question asked long ago, viz.: Can any one giv a sound, log- 
ical reason why any of this childish, hocus-pocus slate-scrib- 
bling, folded paper, etc., is necessary when a spirit communi- 
cates with the living? Again: Can anyone giv a logical or 
scientific reason why a spirit cannot or will not take a pencil 
and write just as readily in broad daylight on the upper side 
of a single slate, in anybody’s presence, as it can on a double 
slate or under a table, and with some persons necessarily ex- 
cluded? When these questions are answered satisfactorily, 
I shall be ready to investigate the dark circle business. As 
spirits are invisible, no blame could attach to them if they 
should wear garments somewhat out of style, or even come 
en deshabille. The investigators would be none the wiser. As 
Mr. Curtis admits an unknown element and an unknown law, 
why did it not occur to him thatthese might be sufficient to 
produce writing without any spirits at all? To declare this 
impossible is to say that the unknown is known. 

In the same issue (February 18th) Jos. H. Lydiard says 
that you violated the usages of civilized journalism *' to the 
extent of offending all of your Spiritualist readers," etc., by 
publishing in the issue of January 2d a letter from Charles 
F. Blackburn. Something should be donc for Joseph right 


away. I wil do something for him, in hopes that it may | 


slightly calm the waves of his boiling indignation. I will 
direct his attention to certain facts: 1. It has been repeatedly 
stated in Tue TRUTA SEEKER that the editor does nof neces- 
sarily either indorse or oppose any contributed article. Any 
one who can read ought to be able to see this, even if it had 
never been mentioned, hence no one ean justly complain un. 
less they are denied a chance to present their side of any 
question. 2. Mr. Lydiard must hav noticed that Blackburn 


was picking a crow with one E. T. Slight, a Spiritualist, 


whom he charged with ‘‘slander and misrepresentation,” so 
that the alleged ** abuse" is not all on one side. 

It seems that Slight slighted the views of Winter, and 
Blackburn burned to make the winter of his discontent most 
decided, if not glorious, summer; to make it hot for, or in 
other words to raisé heol—beg pardon, sheol—among tlie 
Spiritualists generally. (The genders sometimes get con- 
fused owing to my unfamiliarity with the revised version.) 
It matters not whether Mr. Lydiard or I would hav indorsed 
Blackburn's views, he was only expressing his own senti- 
ments. It is readily admitted, ‘however, that Blackburn's 
letter was quite devoid of euphemism; it was whollv un- 
adorned with the polished phrases of the accomplished 
writer; vigor was much more prominent than refinement. 
Blackburn’s training in the art of elegant expression has 
been sadly neglected. He is a miner, a rough nugget; Mr. 
Lydiard should hav made allowance for this also. It was 
certainly in bad taste and quite indefensible for Blackburn to 
speak of ‘the jlies that Spiritualists practice in that circle 
where the lights are turned down,” unless he was prepared to 
make specific charges and able to substantiate them, but the 
only real “ billingsgate " in his letter came in where he was 
railing at the churches, not at Spiritualism. 3. In the same 
issue, January 2d, immediately preceding Blackburn's letter, 
is one from one L. S. Burdick, a Spiritualist, and one of the 
T know kind. This person knows ‘‘that independent slate- 
writing is a fact," and he knows that Truesdell knows it, 
and that Ella E. Gibson knows it. He also knows that 


Miss Gibson's article, printed December 5th, was written ex-. 


pressly fto create a sale for Truesdell’s book," and adds 
this cant, ‘‘ Sorry to accuse a woman of prostituting her pen 
to such low mud-slinging,” etc. Did Blackburn’s letter con- 
tain anything more contemptible, more worthy of objection, 
than that base, unsupported charge against a lady of irre- 
proachable character, so far as Burdick knows? I think 
not. There is quite a difference between Burdick and his 
brother in the faith, E. F. Curtis. The latter modestly 
admits that there is an unknown law, but there is nothing 
unknown to the former. , All kinds and conditions of knowl- 
edge, from Socrates to Spencer, are spread out like an open 
book before the massiv-minded ——-k. The secret motivs of 
all Tux TRUTH SEEKERS readers are known to him. Be- 
ware! Of course Mr. Lydiard is not responsible for what 
other people say, but why did he wax indignant over the 
publication of Blackburn’s letter, but pass over Burdick’s 
without a word of censure? This letter is growing long, and 
I leave the subject with this question. N. G. W. 


Eav Crarre, Wis., Feb. 16, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: I hav not read D. Priestly's answer to John 
Hindman, but I hav John Hindman's communication in 
your paper of the 18th inst., which appears to cover the 
ground of dispute; and will say at the outset that Mr. Hind- 
man does well in making his propositions ‘‘ simply for in- 
formation," and that they do not call for “an avalanche of 
personal irony." The distance of the sun was ascertained 
thus: The relativ distances of Venus and the earth from the 
sun are known, if Mr. Hindman demands, I can explain how, 
though it is evident that to explain the whole of astronomy 
requires some space. I assume it for the present, and they 
are to one another as 72 to 100. This being known, the 
transit of Venus over the sun’s disk furnishes a parallax by 


SS 


Earth. 


y 


SS 
means of which the absolute distances can be calculated. In 
the diagram, V represents Venus, and the two observers, A 
and B, looking at her by concert from different parts of the 
earth’s surface at the same time, see her respectivly at S and 
SS. The length of the base-line on the earth is known, of 
course, and Mr. Hindman, being a surveyor, can certainly 
finish the calculation for himself. Transits of Venus were ob- 
served for the purpose of calculation in 1764, 1769, 1874, and 
in 1882, on the day of D. M. Bennett's death. The enormous 
distance of the Pole Star and other fixed stars, which Mr. 
Hindman incorrectly calls planets, is inferred from this: 
That even so vast a base-line as the diameter of the earth’s 
orbit givs no parallax upon them, but they remain relativly 
to the other fixed stars in just the same position all round the 
year. This is why they are called fixed. Planeta (¢.e. wan- 
derers) continually change their relativ position to other 
stars. ‘The rising of the Pole Star toward the zenith, as you 
go north, has nothing to do with its distance, but depends on 
the rotundity of the earth; the tangent to whose circumfer- 
ence always defines the plane of the horizon. If the position 
of the Pole Star relativly to others was different in different 
parts of the earth, this would afford a parallax from which a 
short distance could be inferred. But, as stated above, the 
position of the Pole Star relativly to any other fixed star is 
the same, not only from every part of the earth’s surface, but 
from every part of the earth’s orbit. As to the velocity of 
the earth’s orbital motion, it is, indeed, marvelous; but not 
more so than all nature. It is legitimately inferred from the 
distance the earth is known to travel ina year. That the air 
cannot be believed to stick to the earth in such a gallop is an 
objection of the same order as that the earth cannot be 
round, because, if it were, the people on the under side 
would fall off. C. L. JAMES. 


Boston, Feb. 6, 1886. 

Mz. Eprror: The illustrations in Tug TRUTH SEEKER are 
truth-telling, presenting truth with more lasting effect than 
descriptiv words can ever tell. The imprint on the mind will 
last when words are forgotten. ‘‘ Theology and Common 
Sense in the Balance ” is as volumes to the reader, as also the 
infliction of the Jericho band on Uncle Sam. This ram's-horn 
band are infesting the whole country. Wherever they can 
reach the ears-of any executiv official who can be bewildered 
with their tooting, they besiege him, hold up his doubting 
hands, and tickle his vanity that he is on the road to the pres- 
idency, vide Cleveland, when he is only on the little spur with 
a heavy down grade. These trumpeters’ first round was war 
on obscene literature (except that found in the holy Bible pro- 
tected by letters patent of the church). Their second round 
heralds the sentence on Sabbath-breakers, ‘‘ Whosoever doeth 
work therein shall be put to death "—in the church or tomb 
(the sentence modified). Will these guardians of virtue and re- 
ligion stand by their own accepted authority? The son (the 
second partner) says, ‘‘My father worketh hitherto and I 
work. The Sabbath is made for man, his servant.” Even 
Paul would hav each man true to his own convictions—‘ Let 
nó man judge you in respect to holy days, or of the Sabbath.” 
Now,in this ripe age of the world a man is intrusted with 


the affairs of a people, of a state or city, their secular affairs ' 


only, a right honorable man of more than ordinary ability, a 
man of strong convictions and the courage to liv them out. 
He, listening to the buzzing of the clergy, forgets the consti- 
tutional rights of cvery man and woman; for the Consti- 
tution forbids even Congress, and hence all subordinates, 
trenching on the religious rights of any. Where are we 
drifting, or are we anchored to three thousand years ago? 

Forbid the sale of Sunday papers or the sale of Secular 
papers on Sunday; order livery stables closed and forbid 
riding on Sunday (except to church), because it de- 
tracts from going to church and interest. in the preaching of 
those whose interest in the salvation of souls is in exact pro- 
portion to their moneyed interest ; prohibit reading (selling 
all the same) and riding on Sunday; struggle as you will, 
it is too late to roll the world into the past, the dead past, 
again, and as a political stepping-stone it won't bear your 
weight. $ 

How interesting, how instructiv, to the enlightened mind 
to feed the intellect on the feats and exploits of the ancients 
—how the prophet went up in a chariot of fire and so lost his 
way that he did not return for some hundreds of years, and 
then with an alias instead of his true name—how fire burnt 
not only sacrifices but also green wood and water! One story 
might interest ragged, bare-footed children and tramps—the 
commissary department of the march in the wilderncss—how 
the shoes and clothing lasted forty years, and how they were 
provided with food, free and abundant, and above all their 
pilotage. And then leave them to wonder why some of this 
easy way of living was not reserved for them. And how the 
same authority which commanded them not to kill ordered 
them to go and kill everybody and steal everything from un- 
offending people. 

The papers forbidden by the bigotry of our time giv us 
facts which interest us now, something that we can under- 
stand, and this is what people want, need, and will hav, too. 
Coercion in religion, eithcr direct or indirect, positiv or neg- 
ativ, serves to set the masses against church dicta. 

It is curious to observe the change, the degeneracy. Once 
the smoke of burnt offerings ‘‘ went up as a sweet smelling 
savor to the Lord of Hosts.” Now the chime of merry 
sleigh-bells grates harshly on the ear, one-seventh of the 
time. Age may hav something to do with the impairing of 
the senses. : 

Let melancholy and sickly veneration for old puritanic 
austerity go with the old flint-lock guns that fought the bat- 
tles of the Revolution. Hang them up, superstition and 
musket, side by side, with their muzzles down, honored but 
harmless now. 

Every attempt to enforce religion creates hatred. Tell 
man that he was made for the Sabbath, and he will war 
against it as against a tyrant. 

When the way to happiness and improvement leads 
through the church, men will go there. But the religion of 
the churches has come down to us freighted with supersti- 
tions which rob it of half its value. 

Tt is safe to adhere to the injunction, Let everyone be per- 
suaded in his or her own mind. James C. EARLY. 


ALBANY, N. Y., Feb. 16, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav just received and read a copy of Mr. 
S. P. Putnam’s latest literary achievement, a poem in blank 
verse, entitled, ‘‘ Adami and Heva.” Itis a poctic version of 
that old Asiatic fiction which inspired the founders of the 
Sanscrit nations to deeds of patience, valor, exploration, 
horror, virtue, and marital love and fidelity. 

This aspirational fiction, the outcome and evidence of sage 
and varied experience, refined and virtuous manhood, was 
in after ages plagiarized, corrupted, and adopted by a nation 
of polygamists who were rooted by inheritance to a land of 


sterility, where imperial priesthood pressed the yoke of - 
ignominious servitude on the shoulders of an ignorant and su- 


perstitious people. Theland of Utah in our cow «ry isan cx- 
ample and copy of that so-called holy land. The poem is 
written in the English classic style of blank verse. There is 
a graceful and easy flow of florid expression from the open- 
ing to the close of the poem. It ought to become a com- 
panion book to Mr. Arnold's “Light of Asia." That Mr. 
Putnam is a poet of no mean ability it-would be useless to 
gainsay. There is a poetic vein running through nearly 
everything he writes. To say that he has au aptitude for 
word painting would be a thoughtless expression, betraying 
&n undiscriminating reader. Every person who has read Mr. 
Putnam's various writings, and heard his lectures, will indorse 
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what I say when I declare that he has a natural proclivity 
~ for word painting and poetic phrase. ; 
Another consideration is that there is no appearance of a 
laborious expense of time in the construction of the poem. 
Mr. Putnam has not made the plain and simple story of 
Adami and Heva suffer any obscuration by clothing it in 
poetic garments. It is alittle gem that every Frecthinker 
should hav a copy of in his house, as the price advertised by 
the Truth Seeker Company is only ten cents. 
J. J. MoCanz. 
Furt Crry, Mion., Feb. 15, 1886. 
Mz. Eprron: In this city; on the 31st of January last, the 
admirers of Thomas Paine and many others met to celebrate 
_ his memory. Ex-Rev. J. H. Burnham delivered an eloquent 
address. The following is a very imperfect brief of his splen- 
did endeavor to do justice to the memory of one of America’s 
best friends in the hours of adversity. He commenced by 
saying : '* If I were to ask a chemist to take that jet of gas 
and turn it back to the coal from whence it came, and then 
still backward, until he found the primeval forest in which 
, the special parts grew out of which this special jet of gas 
came, separated out of and from all others, what a difficult 
task I would impose upon him! "Werelto ask a biologist 
to go down time's records until he could converse with the 
first form of life on this globe, and trace that through all of 
. the varying changes in the genesis of evolution, until he ar- 
rived at Thomas Paine, what a burden I would impose upon 
him! And even though this could be done, what startling 
difficulties would stand in the way of isolating him from 
ever-changing environments so that his value could be taken 
for just what he is in himself! You will see, ladies and gen- 
tlemen, in this discussion of the merits of Thomas Paine how 
troublesome it is to rescue him from his surroundings, so that 
we might see him squarely in the face. We are forced to 
study him under many disadvantages. j 
** Yet we are fully persuaded that, even in their presence, 
we will find in him one of the grandest noblemen of all his- 
tory. A defense of Thomas Paine in detail has been made a 
thousand times. I will not repeat this to-night. I am sure 
that he is not any longer in need of this kind of defense. It 
is true that he. has been in his grave for nearly a hundred 
years. The heart of hate was happy when he was consigned 
to the dust. The religious world breathed free again, and 
its duty rendered clear by prayer, which immediately pointed 
to the use of measures on the part of ecclesiastics to prevent 
a resurrection of this man so much hated by the clergy. 
They remembered, with deep and prayerful satisfaction, that 
Bt. Paul had said: *If through my lie glory redounds to 
God, why am I judged a sinner? This scripture reminded 
them of the kind of work they, through prayer, would need 
to do for Thomas Paine in the full assurance of their faith 
that thereby they would render it impossible for him to arise. 
` ‘If through my lie glory, redounds to God let us lie? In 
this prayerful mood, it did not take them long to find out 
that Thomas Paine was both immoral and a drunkard. 
Hence, we will cover his memory with the drooling slime of 
religious hate and bigotry. Such solid tons of slander rolled 
at the mouth of his tomb will prevent any possible resurrec- 
tion of this man who wrote the ‘Age of Reason,’ which we 
hav nevcr been able to answer. Millions of prayers hav been 
offered for the repose of his soul in hell, not so much for re- 
. pose as for his continued staying there. They were anxious 
that Thomas Paine should never arise to torment them and 
repulse their foul slanders. This ‘Age of Reason’ has been 
the dragon in the pathway of the clergy. Had he not writ- 
ten this, the world would not hav heard of the immorality 
and drunkenness of Thomas Paine. Herein is the secret of 
his vileness. Had that book never been written, he would 
hav been in the calendar of saints; he would now rest side by 
side with other great names stolen by the saints. Was it not 
an act of grand larceny when they placed the names of George 
Washington, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, and 
many others of like fame in saintly company? And there are 
others «. m they are now endeavoring to steal—Emerson, 
Mill, and Mr. Darwin. The aid that Mr. Paine rendered 
Washington during the Revolutionary struggle counts for 
nothing, seeing he wrote that unanswered ‘ Age of Reason." 
But in the presence of clerical slime and hate for nearly a 
hundred years, which hav followed him, justice comes. The 
Goddess of Liberty has spoken in defense of Thomas Paine, 
and the priestly slander, which had resisted justice so long, 
"was compelled to giv way, and down came the huge walls of 
superstition which had stood sentinel over his tomb for nearly 
a century, and in spite of all he has arisen. He is vindicated 
in this resurrection, and he stands to-day before this repub- 
lic one of the brightest stars in the constellation of noblemen 
over whom the stars and stripes sre waving. Millions of 
American citizens speak his nume with reverence, knowing 
that in him they hav one of the best friends of freedom this 
or any other country ever had. His resurrection vindicates 
lim from the foul slanders with which whelps of sin hav 
sought to cover his name, knowing that it never has been the 
lot of bad men to come forth vindicated. After the rot of a 
hundred years, Thomas Paine, like a star, shines in the sky 
of this republic; his name, honored by everv true American 
citizen, will pass down throngh centuries to come, when the 
North Star of to-night will no longer be a guide to the people 
of this republic.” READER. 


Pippin Laxe FARM, Kenr, O., Feb. 18, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: Your subscribers here, whom I one year ago 
persuaded to pay a trial year's subscription, are more than 
delighted with Tug Trura SEEKER in its new dress. The 
illustrations are immense, and will do more to open the peo- 
ple's eyes, and expose the so-called holy church fraude and 
their impositions and burdens on a suffering people, than all 
the rest of the paper combined. Caricature will reach and 


‘and eloquent orators in the lecture field. 


influence the many when labored arguments go unread and 
unnoticed. 

We thank you again for your generous sacrifice of profit 
that we may more easily double your circulation here and 
bring the blessings of enlightened Freethought within the 
reach of the many weighed down by debt and out of employ- 
ment, for you must know that it is uphill work canvassing 
and collecting money in these times of commercial depres- 
sion. A few workers, singly or. collectivly, must giv weeks 
of untiring effort, even at the reduced price, to raise your 
subscription list to 50 names, or even 40, and that for no pay 
or profit save boycotting by the Christians. Yours, for free 
and right thinking, Marius HEIGHTON. 


Hasrines, Mion., Feb. 22, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: The Freethinkers of this place hav just had 
the pleasure of listening to the eloquent Liberal orator of the 
West, John E. Remsburg, of Atchison, Kan., who delivered 
his lectures, ‘‘Sabbath-Breaking,” ‘‘Bible Morals,” and 
**False Claims;" to large audiences in Union Hall, Saturday 
evening and Sunday afternoon and evening, Feb. 20th and 
91st inst. The lectures were well advertised and Liberals 
are delighted and more than satisfied. If these lectures do 
not produce good results I shall be surprised. Mr. Rems- 
burg is learned, logical, and eloquent, and the lectures are 
framed with remarkable tact and judgment. "They also fit in 
so nicely that when the last is delivered the whole ground is 
covered. I wish to assure Liberals who hav not had the 
pleasure of listening to this able champion of Freethought 
and free speech, through your valuable paper, that he is all 
that he is represented to be, and that they need hav no hesi- 
tation in recommending him as one of the most pleasing 
They will hav 
nothing to take back or apologize for. If I hav recommended 
Mr. Remsburg too highly, Iwant some Liberal, who has heard 
him, to call me to order. Cuas. H. BAUER. 


Oxrorp, Nova ScorTIA, Jan. 8, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $3, half of which is to 
renew my own subscription for six months, and the rest for 
six months’ subscription from date for another subscriber. 1 
do not know how I should get along now without your pa- 
per, and wish I could persuade more of my friends to be- 
come subscribers and thus advance the cause of Freethought 
in this place. 

There has been a series of protracted meetings here during 
the past fortnight, in which a Mr. Vance has been taking the 
leading part, and the Christians hav been praying earnestly 
to their God to turn the hearts of what they term the few In- 
fidels of the place, but their prayers hav at present been of 
no avail. A few of us attended the first evening, and one of 
our members commenced taking notes, when Mr. Vance, in- 
stead of attending to his discourse on ‘‘Jonah and the 
Whale,” remarked that he saw some had come only to take 
notes, and that they took the chaff and left the kernel. From 
what we hear of his proceedings in other places, he wants 
the kernel for himself, and his followers are welcome to the 
chaff. A subscription is being raised among those he has 
been frightening by holding up everlasting torment to pay 
him for his labor, although he professes to preach for Christ’s 
sake, and not for filthy lucre~thus showing that he does not 
wholly trust in God for his daily needs. 

I would like to see a good Freethought lecturer through 
the Maritime Provinces, and endeavor to show the people 
that part of the Bible which is omitted by the clergy, and 
also the unreasonable meaning they put on the part they do 
preach. Yours truly, E. H. Sontrman. 


BunrimGTON, Kan., Feb. 8, 286. 

Mr. Eprror: After passing through the political campaign 
of 284, and witnessing and reading of the misrepresentations 
and intrigue practiced by politicians to elect their candidates, 
and elevate their party into power, on mature reflection I be. 
came discouraged and hopeless of ever rescuing the adminis. 
tration of our government from the iron grasp of the monop- 
olies, money gamblers, and national bankers, who are 
gradually enthroning gold as king, and ealling on the labor- 
ing classes to pay homage to their deity, 

Money, the god of civilized life, 

The cause of wars and civil strife; 
Worshiped by preacher, king, and slave, 
Adored by sinner, saint, and knave. 

Judging by the late annual message of the president he 
emphatically declares in favor of the national bankers and 
the gold men. And let us reason from cause to effect. The 
curse of African slavery was agitated and debated in anger 
and spite in the halls of Congress and out, and persecutions 
and murders were perpetrated in different parts of the coun- 
try. And in this wrangling it took thirty years to educate 
the people to declare in favor of the non-extension of slavery 
into free territory by the election of Abraham Lincoln, presi- 
dent. And many of us remember with sorrow the suffering 
and anxiety of mind that followed in passing through a four 
years’ war, and while our brave boys were contending on the 
field of battle with the enemy, the gold gamblers and money 
sharks were forging the chains to enslave the laboring classes 
(not sectional as African slavery was) in every part of the 
country. And to-day they are reaping a rich harvest from 
the class legislation by Congress in their favor, and their Shy- 
lock conduct in gambling on the life and blood of the soldiers 
who were contending amid blood and carnage for a united 
country, in gathering in their dishonest wealth from the in- 
terest of a national debt which they want perpetuated to 
make of our wealth-producing laborers a nation of serfs. 
Never in the history of the world hav there been such 
princely fortunes amassed by the few as there hav been during 
and since the war. In 1870 there were seventeen families on 
one street in New York who had amassed. two hundred aud 
fifty million of wealth. And not taking into account Jay 
Gould, Vanderbilt, the money kings, we could furnish a 


| cultivate, not to exceed 160 acres. 


lost.- 


long list of names whose fortunes are counted by the millions. 
And it is a proverbial saying that our United States Senate is 
a house of millionaires, for eightcen senators represent fifty- 
eight millions. 
silver coin **In God We Trust," had caused it to read, ‘In 
this we trust," they would hav come nearer the truth. 


If those who“tused to be inscribed on our 


The question of questions that is at the present agitating 


the minds of all those who are laboring to save our country 
from a church and state despotism, and evolve the people to 
a higher plain of development, is, What remedy shall we apply 
that will hav the desired effect? The following would be my 
specific : 


The first would be for Congress to repeal all Jaws granting 


to the national banks the issuing and controling of our money, 
and to supply the people with a safe currency. 
tenders to the amount of fifty dollars per capita, and call in 
all bonds and cancel the. national debt with them. And all 
bondholders who refuse legal tenders in payment, repudiate 
their claims. 


Issue legal 


And to supply our people with a metallic currency, who 


prefer it for a medium of exchange, keep the mills running 


and coin until they are educated that paper with the fiat of 
the government is as good and more convenient than gold or 
silver. 

Tax all church property. Congress should pass a law es- 
tablishing a graduated income tax, and when their income 
counts millions tax them a larger per cent than smaller 
incomes. 

Pass laws to purchase all railroad, express, and telegraph 
property, and if the corporations will not sell for a fair com- 
pensation, build and equip railroad and telegraph and express 
lines competing with their through lines. 

Abolish the office of president of the United States, and 
state senates, and all chaplaincies. All public lands should 
be reserved for actual settlers in quantities that they could 
And all those large tracts 
owned by railroad corporations and foreign and nativ capi- 
talists should be transferred back to government and reserved 
for actual settlers. And all industrious people that want to 
come West and settle on the public domain and hav not the 
money to move and open their farms with, government 
should assist in their undertaking. 

All prohibitory and Sunday laws should be repealed. We 
hav too many laws, and we should learn that we cannot 
force virtue into people nor vice out. The church has been 
trying it for ages and has falled. 

And laws for the collection of interest and rent should be 
repealed. ze 

To accomplish the reforms necessary for the elevation of 
our people to a higher plane of morals—education is the only 
remedy that can accomplish it. Everyone should under- 
stand that the ballot is the palladium of our liberties, and is 
as sacred as our lives, and that money is not à commodity 
nor wealth, but is a medium of trade and a representativ of 
wealth. E Curis. Brown. ^ 


CARLISLE, Iowa, Feb. 18, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: We hav four churches herc in this village. 
All denominations say they are right, and all agree that it 
does not make so much difference what a person does so he 
believes as they do. Tur TRUTH SEEKER acts like a bomb- 
shell here. I may be crucified for taking Tur TRUTH 
SEEKER, but I am opposed to the idea of a person being hired 
to do what is right or his duty, or being scared into doing 
right. I understand it to be my duty to do right from a 
basis of principle, and not by reason of the promises of 
heaven’s favor or the threatenings of hell’s torments. The 
preachers find many faults in those who think for themsclvs, 
but there is one thing certain I hav observed, in a life of 
sixty-nine years, which is that if you stop the preacher’s pay, 
the preach is certain to stop also. If there is anything to be 
seen outside of orgauic law as God’s special favor, I hav 
never noticed it. The Christians are praying just now for 
more knowledge, favor, and opportunity to do right, when 
the fact is they hav never been known to use any of the old 
stock they hav had on hand for years. R. R. RANDLEMAX. 


Sours Dayron, N. Y., Jan. 27, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav herewith inclosed a few more names to 
swell the petition to the legislature. I obtained all the names 
in the school district in which I liv but two, and they were 
Free Methodists. I think if C. B. Reynolds could be here 
with his tent for a weck it would wake up the people so that 
we could hav a League, as the names I hav sent were ob- 
tained within three or four mies, and might be nearly 
doubled if the territory had been thoroughly canvassed. I 
sec a good many of your subscribers are in favor of pictures. 
I hav no objection, only the cost. I cannot get any sub- 
scribers, because the price is so high. If it could be had for 
$1.50 the circulation would soon be doubled, and would be 
more beneficial to the cause which it advocates. I should be 
glad to see it in every house in this vicinity. The books I 

sent for came to hand all right. D. W. Lippy. 


UrrAxps, OxT., Jan. 8, 1886. 
Mr. Eprron: I am doing all I can to get people to read 
and think for themselvs, and to subscribe for your paper. I 
got some to hav trial subscriptions. Some hav subscribed, I 


see, and others find it so hard to get the necessary funds that 


they hav not done so. 

We hav quite à few Freeihinkers in this part of the world 
now. I can count about twenty-five, old and young, and 
when I came in here eight years ago I was alone in my 
views. Even my wife belonged to the English church. All 
those who hav seen the light feel that they hav made a great 
change for the better, but they hav to stand the attacks of 
their friends for a while, and then the said friends giv it up, 
and get used to it, and I suppose think there is another soul 
Joun Boye. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour.” 


The Bobo’link. 


[PRIZE Porm.—A few weeks since Mr. G. E. Mac- 


` donald kindly offered Edwin Arnold's “Tight of 


Asia” as a prize for the best poem written for the 

Children’s Corner, From a number of excellent 

productions, all of which will be printed in the 

Corner, we hav selected the poem below as best 

entitled to the prize, though where all hav so 

much merit, we must confess it is difficult to make 

a selection.—Ep. C. C.] 

Robert of Lincoln sat high on a tree, 

I spoke to him, and he answered me, 

And ever thus our argument ran: 

Which must be greater, the gods or man? 

Robert’s song seemed a voice divine, 

With melodious argument smothering mine. 

And it kindled my anger the more to see 

That he was, only a bird on a tree; 

So I thought with scorn to crush the bird, 

Since ever he spake the wiser word. 

“Sir Robert of Lincoln,” I cried in rage, 

*T wish that I had you shut up in a cage; 

But since you are free to come and go, 

I'll call you a nickname to all below. 

Bob-o’-link, Bob-o*-link, oh, what a word! 

It sounds worse than buzzard or goose for a bird.” 

Now Bobbie sat up on the highest limb, 

And he sang it to me as I spoke it to him: 

“ Bob-o-link, Bob-o-link,” in his song he said, 

And at every note he bobbed his head ; 

And the mélody rose; and the forest stirred, 

And the blue sky bent to hear the bird. 

* Bob-o-link, Bob-o’-link,” and the Orphic hymn : 

Drew all the earth beneath that limb. 

And the sun arose, and came, and stood 

Over that tree in the shady wood, í 

And dropped a crown of radiance rare, 

A halo, down through the trembling air. 

And that song, with its sweet and melting tones, 

Did more than to soften the hardest of stones, 

For at last it subdued the rock in my breast, 

Til I too did homage along with the rest. 

And now I confess that the cause is lame 

That must rest its issue but on a name; 

And, again, any name on merit bestowed 

Fits into a poem or musical ode, 

Irwin fa. J. K. P. BAKER. 

— e — — —— — 


Influence of Kind Words. 


This is a subject on which all should giv a 
thought, for it concerns everyone from in- 
fancy to old age. And “by reflecting over it 
we can see there are few, if any, in whom 
kind words are not sometimes wanting. The 
most righteous, benevolent, and moral per- 
sons will occasionally giv way to angry pas- 
sions, and let unkind words escape from their 
lips, making those unhappy who chance to be 
within their hearing. And how little do we 
think of the influence that words exert on 
the minds of those around us, of how they 
might be made weapons for the production 
of evil or instruments for good; and thus it 
is. that words often innocently spoken bear 
the fruits of evil. Words are like water, 
which, stored away in the clouds above, can 
fall in the form of hail, destroying fields of 
grain, or descend as mist upon the vegetable 
world, making it bud forth with new life, and 
under the morning sun glisten with beauty. 
For unkind words, even when lightly spoken, 
often fall with a force upon the heart that 
tends to discourage an honest effort by 
wounding 2 sensitiv nature, while trying 
through bitter suffering to remedy the ill 
condemned. But kind words, like mist upon 
the plants, nourish and sustain the brilliancy 
of the most noble qualities of man's nature, 
and are welcome guests to the ears of all that 
hear them; thus in response often bring life 
&nd action to faculties of the mind which be- 
fore lay dormant. And words, like music, 


‘telling the nature of the instrument from 


which it comes, also reveal to us what lies 
hidden within the heart of the person by 
whom they are spoken. If they proceed 
from an ill-nature they will be harsh, while if 
they are the offspring of affection they will be 
gentle and kind; and great is the influence of 
kind words on the pleasures of those around 
us. They soothe the troubles ebbing to and 
fro in the human heart, like calmness on the 
disturbed waters of the ocean, and as they 
quiet the troubled waves of man’s thought, 
they increase human happiness, which is the 
highest aim of man. 

Words produce the most good when, in a 
kind manner, they express wise thoughts. 
Persons often speak unkindly even to their 
dearest friends, using words soon unpleasant 
to recall. In this way many homes are made 
unhappy which, with kind words and actions 
in place of the harsh, would sparkle with the 
sunshine of peace and happiness. And many 
homes there are in our land in which there is 


„happiness. 


a secret longing for kindness, yet they do not 
realize their wants, not knowing that affec- 
tion gratified is the highest emblem of human 
And if kindness was the wealth 
for which all would strive, unhappiness would 
soon float away, leaving joy and kindness to 
flow on like a calm and peaceful stream. 
The kind conquer the unkind. *Should we, 
when harshly speaking, always receive mild 
and gentle words in reply, we soon would 
find the unevenness of thoughts and expres- 
sions melting away before them. Kind words 
are within reach of all, and, when rightly 
used, are productiv of good. Hence we 
should all cherish that trait of character of 
which they are the result. But many who do 
not realize their influence, think they are of 
small importance, and thus neglect them. 
But we must remember that our lives are 
made up of small things, and the more there 
are the stronger will be the foundation, so 
each kind word that we suppress takes a 
pebble from the foundation of our happiness. 
All kind words spoken, whether in praise or 
censure, at home or abroad, tend to strengthen 
those social ties which unite individuals into 
a common brotherhood of love. Everything 
that ‘‘treads the earth? leaves its footprints 
imprinted upon the soil. And every word 
expressed leaves an impression on the mind 
of some one that hears it; hence kindness we 
should cultivate, and always endeavor to use 
kind words, so that when we sever our asso- 
ciations with our friends, and some shall hav 
passed beyond the realm of this life, we will 
hav in our memories only the pleasant con- 
versations and innocent pleasures we enjoyed 
with them. Wu. R. Kine. 
Jordan Valley, Or. 
— 9 —————— 


“Tost, Strayed, or Stolen.” 


A sweet little maiden not quite three years old, 
With a sun-bonnet tied over ringlets of gold; 
Merry brown eyes that the sunshines lurks in, 
Two rosy cheeks and a white dimpled chin; 

Dear chubby hands kissed quite brown by the 


sun; 
And a voice like the brook’s, full of laughter and 
fun! 


She left me this morn with a kiss and a smile, 

And now has been gone such a weary long while, 

Oh, tell me, good folks, hav you seen her pass by 

Chasing a bird or a gay butterfly? - 

She carried a doll and a little blue basket, 

And “My name is wee Elsie,” she'd say, if you'd 
ask it. 


She may hav gone down where the chatterlng 
brook 

Runs round on itself with a queer little crook, 

And watching the fish in the shadows at play, 

Perhaps she forgot she was running away ; 

Or it may be the fairies, by some mystic spell, 

Hav lured her away to their haunts in the dell. 

If once they find out what a darling she is, 

I fear they will keep her to love and to kiss. 


Perhaps she lay down somewhere under a tree, 

Where the leaves with the sunbeams are dancing 
in glee, 

And gazing 'way up at the blue summer sky; 

To watch the white clouds as they sail slowly by, 

She too may hav sailed into dreamland away— 

I wonder, I wonder, how long will she stay? 


Oh, if you should see her, pray tell her from me 
That mamma’s as lonesome as lonesome can be; 
And if she has gone with the fairies to stay, 
Or off into dreamland has drifted away, 
TU hav to adopt some poor wandering elf— 
Why, who was it that kissed me? "Tis Elsie her- 

self, —M. K. Buck in Chicago Advance. 

to 
A Great Singer’s Kind Deed. f 

Stories about Annie Louise Cary hav the 
refreshing novelty of not being advertisments, 
like those told of most women with voices, 
and this from the Pittsburgh Dispatch is 
rather pretty: One summer, as was her cus- 
tom, she spent some little time in her father’s 
old home, a short distance from Portland, 
which she made her own during her va- 
cation. It was after she had been feted at 
home and abroad, had sung before crowned 
heads and nobility, and diamonds had been 
but one of a profusion of gifts showered upon 
her. One morning she ran into a neighbor’s 
kitchen as if ‘‘she were not Miss Cary,” as 
the girl said, where a girl of eighteen or 
twenty stood, ironing. Like many bright 
New England girls she longed to get away 
from her small surrounding and try a larger 
sphere. ‘‘ Why, I hav my trials," said Miss 
Cary, ‘‘ and you could not understand them.” 

“Oh,” answered the girl, ‘‘what are 
troubles to you? You can do as you please 
with the world, instead of waiting to see 
what the world is going to do with you.” 

** You are tired, let me iron awhile,” said 
the famous songstress. 

The girl protested. Miss Cary insisted, 
and carried her point. As her iron moved to 
and fro, she entertained the weary girl with 
stories of her own life, showing with what 
labor s].e had achieved her present success, 
and the trials incident to a public life. Wheu 
she, too, became weary, she changed places 


with the girl, who had become rested and 
contented, and saying, ‘‘ Now, I'll sing for 
you,” the voice which had held bundreds 
entranced, now filled the little kitchen. For 
a long time she held the girl entranced by 
the spell of that charming voice, and when 
she went home left her happy, where she 


had found her restless and discouraged. 
—— 98-4, —— —— 


Our Puzzle Box. 


1.—O0HARADE. 


A spot or blemish first you take, 
Or, if you choose, « little lake. 
Now, next you for the author look 
Of those five books called Pentateuch, 
Wherein he tells how, when he died, 
God buried him, his grave to hide, 
And how that ** even till this day ” 

. Where be was buried none can say. 
Iown it seems a little odd 
To be thuà buried by the God. 
His own obituary, too, ` 
How.he could write I never knew. 
Well, having found him in your hunt, 
Affix that blemish to his front, 
When lo! the Bible text comes true, . 
This author vanishes from view. 
Some small marsupials stand alone, 
And leave his grave in all unknown. 
Irwin, Ia. J. K. P. BAKER. 


2.—A PARADOX. 


From a scientific point of view 
This paradox is strictly true. , 
In New York city once did dwell 
A brewer who, as I’ve heard tell, 
A tub did hav for holding beer 
That held a thousand gallons clear. 
No more, no less, would go therein 
When filled exactly to the brim. 
Trade got so poor, he thought it best 
To ** pull up stakes" and ** go out west.” 
In Denver he did settle down 
In Colorado's noted town, . 
Where, plumb and level, up he sat 
His famous thousand gallon vat ; 
But strange! here in this land of gold 
His tub could not be made to hold 
A thousand gallons, as of late 
It held when in the Empire state. 
Grand Rapids, Mich. O. H. RIOHMOND. 
3.—AMETHYST PRIZE OMARADE. 
One givs an added zest to milk, . 
In £wo the ladies show their silk; 
Both make a wholesome, toothsome dish, 
“ Strange meat, that’s neither flesh nor fish.” 
Three, like a tiger, slaysand kills; 
At four we drown our woes and ills. 
These two the welcome bottle holds, 
And all the four as well enfolds. 


For the first solution of the Amethyst sent 
direct to me at Escanaba, Mich., P. O. box 
75, I will giv as a prize a plant of my new 
seedling dahlia, named ** Edelweiss," a splen- 
did double, snow-white, and worth a dollar 
each for young plants, free by mail. 

Escanaba, Mich. Isaac A. Poor. 

f 4.—DIAMOND. 

ist. A letter. 2d. A bud. 3d. Pierced. 4th. 
A fabulous sea animal. th. A general inthe 
late war. 6th. To paint. 7th. A letter. 

Bramwell, W. Va. R. Bernneiom. 


5.—OCONUNDRUM. 


A boy has killed two copperheads, 
And hung them on the fence; 

In what respect are they just like 
Old-fashioned copper cents ? 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN THE CHILDREN’S CORNER, 
FEB. 20, 1886. 


1-A. 6 cents. B. 2 cents. 2.-Susan, obey, 
aye, Bonasus. 3.-Gastrotomy. 4.-Newport, 
Fall River, Bridgewater. 5.-Roar (rower), 
creak (creek), bark, ring. 

Sotvers.—Katie Lansing, Mary McLin, 
John Akin, Tobias A. Secord, J. K. P. Baker. 


[Correspondents will please remember that 
we do not want sermons for children. We 
hav received an essay of seventeen pages of 
foolscap for the Corner! Its doom is the 
waste-basket. Write short, brief, bright arti- 
cles, if.you wish to see them in print, and 
write with ink. "The printer has a hard time 
enough without deciphering illegible pencil- 
marks.—Ep. C. C.] 

———————9—99————————— 
Correspondence. 
Hoorssron, ILL., Dec. 31, 1885, 

Dear AvuNT Susie: Seeing all the little girls 
writing to you I thought I would write and 
ask you if I could call you Aunt Susie. Papa 
and mamma-got me the “Story Hour" fora 
birthday present. J am ten years old, 
and I go to school and am in the 
fourth grade, class C. J am very much 
pleased with the Children's Corner; I like to 
read the correspondence. I can’t work many 
puzzles. Papa and mamma say Tux TRUTH 
Seeker is their Bible, although we hav a 
regular Bible—old filthy thing—here. Papa 


has taken Tues TRUTH SEEKER nine years al- 
together. J like the '‘‘ Story Hour” so well I 
einnot decide which story is the best, and 1, 


think little Susie’s picture is beautiful; I~ - 


know she.was a nice little girl and I hope to 
be better acquainted with her Aunt Susie. 
I will close, so good-bye. ples : 
I remain yours truly, īpa M. Jonnson. 
[ Yes, Ida may call the editor of the Corner 
auntie if she wishes, and she will be pleased 
to hav her do so.] 


; Soorrs, Miom., Feb. 10, 286. 
Miss Wixow: J read the Children’s Corner 


| in Tus TnurH SEEKER and like it very much. 


I think you publish some very nice stories. 
I go to school this cold winter. I hav to go 
one and a quarter miles. My father is.a Free- 
thinker and has taken Tur TRUTH SEEKER for 
nearly five years. He belongs to the Grange 
‘and the Knights of Labor. J am nine years 
old, and this is the first letter that I hav ever: 
written. I will hav to close for this time. 

Yours fraternally, JosepH B. MILLIMAN. 

Drar Miss Wixow: I crayoned these in 
school; they are not very nice. I got whipped 
in school yesterday, for leaning aguinst the 
side of the house. She tore my pictures and 
made me mad. She is an ugly, wicked 
teacher. I wish I never had to go to school 
to her again, but mamma says I must; so I 
shall hav to. Oh, dear, I wish you were my 
teacher. I never would be naughty. I hav 
a new dollie. I hav named her Susie Wixon. 
She behaves the best of all my dollies. I love 
you, oh, so dearly, and so:does mamma. So 
good-bye. From your little friend Cora. 

[We are sorry that Cora had to take a 
whipping for such a slight offense. She 
Should tell her teacher that the tender flesh of 
a little child was never made to be beaten. 
Fighting characters should choose one of 
their own size and build when they wish to 
fight. Cora must tty to be good and kind to 
her teacher and thus make her feel ashamed 
of her naughtiness to so good a girl.—Eb. 
C. €] : f 

MANCHESTER, IA., Jan. 31, 1886. 

Drar Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write you a letter for the Children’s Corner. . 
I am eight years old. I liv on a farn. We 
hav a good many cattle and horses. We hav 
a pet og: Her name is Gyp. She isa rat 
terrier. It is fun to see her shake a rat and 
kill it. She plays ball with me. ‘ 

I go to school. I study reading, arith-. 
metic, spelling, geography, and grammar. 
My pa sent for the “Story Hour." I like it 
very much. My pa has taken Tux Truru 
SEEKER seven years. I will not write any 
more this time. From your friend : 

CHARLEY MEAD. 


These Books are well Recommended. 


PLEASE ORDER ELMINA’S BOOKS OF 
ELMINA. 
Four Infidel Novels useful for Missionary Work : 


“John’s Way” shows the superiority of Infidel 
training in raising a family. 15 cents. 

“The Darwins” describes an Infidel family and 
givs good arguments for our side as well às 
good moral lessons. 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 

The Clergyman’s Victims,” or Preachers’ Pranks. 
25 cents. 

“ The Infidel School Teacher” converts her pious 
lover, and the same arguments will convert 
your pious friends. 20cents. “The Hand. 
somest Woman,” inclosed in the same volume- 

Stamps gladly taken. Address 


at)  ELMINA D. SLENKER, Snowville, Va. - 


rAlNc's AGE OF HEASON. 
The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli- 
cal Works. 
By THOMAS PAINE, 


“The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, ae ots. Six copies for 


THe CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of asepa- 
ration.” 

a Price, 35 cents. 


For either of these works, or any of Paine's' 
writings, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
^. 38 Clinton Place, New York. 


THE xis OF 


(NTELLECTOAL LIBERTY - 


From Thales to Copernicus. 


By FREDERIC MAY HOLLA? D, Author of “The 
Reign of the S sies.” 


“This is a book not only to be read once, but te 
be kept and referred to, and pondered over from 
year to. year. It is a guide-book of Liberalism 
through the past centuries prior to 1600, the era of 
Copernicus and Bruno, It does not take the place 
of other histories like Gibbon, Hallam, or Lecky, 
but it makes them intelligible by pointing out the 
white light that has been cast upon the lurid 
clouds of ignorance, mperstition, and cruelty, 
from the little stream of Freethought that has 
flowed in its ragged, broken, and obstructed course 
down through the ages which now liv oniy as our, 
realm of Memory and Admonition.” 


Octavo, 458 pp. PRICE, $3.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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HISTORY 


. OF THE . 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 


Of Europe. 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 
Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3. 
: Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


POCKET ATLAS 
WORLD. 


COLORED MAPS OF EACH STATE AND TERRI- 
TORY IN THE UNITED STATES; also 
‘MAPS OF THE CHIEF GRAND DIVISIONS, WITH 
COMPLETE INDEX OF EVERY COUNTRY ON 
THE FACE OF THE GLOBE 
Illustrated by more thau One if^ndred 
Coltered Diagrams, Tables “te. 

The POCKET ATLAS OF THE WORLD con- 
tains 128 pages. Six pages are alven to title, index, 
etc. ; 65 pages are full-paged colored maps, and 57 
pages are reading matter, colored diagrams, etc. 
The book is new throughout, everything being 
made expressly for it. The binding is flexible 
Leatherette—an imitation of Russia; gold side 
stamp, round corners, and red edges. 

Sent by mail to any address upon receipt of 
50 cents by 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clin on Pince., N Y, 


Bible Fabrications Refuted 
and 
The Error: of the Bible Exposed, 
BY 0. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


THE 
SHAKER EYE and EAR BALSAM. 


SIXTY YEARS’ INVARIABLE SUCCESS. 


Best known remedy for all afflictions of these or- 
gans. K EYES, WEAK EARS, DEAFNESS, 
and CATARRHAL AFFECTIONS immediately 
reached. FAILING SIGHT prevented. ROAE- 
ING OR DRUMMING OF EARS will cease. One 
box tells the whole story. . 

Price by mail, 30 cents. 
108 G. A. LOMAS, Shakers, N. Y. 


FUL Hoyserex$1200 


BEAU) 


* * * This marvelous house has been built more than 
800 tines from our p ans; $t isao tell planned thatit affords 
' ample room even far à large family. Ist fl or shown 
above; on 2d floor are 4 bed rooms and in attic 2 more. 
Plenty of Closets, The whole warmed by one chimney. 
Large illustrations and full description of the above 
as well as of 39 other hauses, ranging in cost from $400 up 
to $5.600. may be lound in *SitoPPELL/S MODERN Low- 
Cost HOUSES,” a large quarto pamphlet, showing also 
how to select sites, get louns, &c. Sent postpaid on re- 
ceiptof50c. Stampstaken, or send $1 bill and we willre- 
tnrnthechange, Addrers, BUILDING PLAN ASSOCIATION, 
(Mentlon this Papers) 24 Beekman St., (Box 2702,) N. Y. 


Price, Twenty-Five Cents. 
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UNIVERSAL HISTORY 


HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS 
AND FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. 


By Prof. HB. M. Coitinzer, A.M. 


This book is just what the busy world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of history from 2,000 
years B.C. on up to 1883, all in a nutshell.—Et- 
mina Senker., 

As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place ; 1n the family it would be no 
less important, as conveying information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan Wixon. 

Mr. Cottinger’s intentions in writing this book 
are excellent, and_his standpoint admirable. It 
may be commended as fulfilling its purpose of a 
concise and interesting historical text-book.— 
Milwaukee Sentinel. 

Priee, Cloth, $1.50. 
For Schools, in Quantities, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRUTH: 


A Poem in Three Parts. 
BY E. N. KINGSLEY, 7r th Finder. 


SECOND EDITT 


Price, 25 cents. THE TRUT 
38 Clinton Place, Now 


Nallvath-Breakine. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 


Author of “False Claims,” “Bible 
Morals,” Ete. 


SEEKER CO., 
ork. 


The best and most thorongh work ever written 


on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 


view. . 


Large and Handsome Print. 


25 cents. 
$1.60. 


SINGLE CoPrzs, SEEN 
Six Corrzs, T = D 
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PROOF THAT 
WILLIS» aM4AKe PERE 
Could Not Write. 


THE SONNETS 
written by 
FRANCIS GACON 
to the 
EARL OF ESSEX AND HIS BRIDE, A.D., 1590. 


BACON 
Patefactus Poeta Occultatus 
“IGNOTO” 

A.D. 1589-1600, 


By WM. HENRY BURR. 


Price, 25 Cents. 
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83 Clinton Pl., New York. 
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TO REV. L. A. LAMBERT'S 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.’ 
| By E. W. Lacy 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priets’s 
sovhistry, unfairness, and histor- 
ical misstatement. 
Price. Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 Cents 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


KERSEY GRAVES’S WORKS. 


Sixteen Saviors or None. By Ker- 
SEY GRAVES, auther of the World's Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors; The Bible of Bibles, and 
Biography of Satan. Paper, 75 cents; cloth, $1. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thousand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
delineation of the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of their doctrins. Price, $2. 


Biography of Satan; cr, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 35 cents. 

The World's Sixteen Crucified Say- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 
origin of all the doctrines, principles, precepta, 
and miracles of the Christian New Testament, 
and furnishing a key for unlocking many of 
its sacred „mysteries, besides comprising the 
history of sixteen oriental crucified gods. $2. 

ddress THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


S. P. Putnam's Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 


Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts, 
“A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day.”—Jokn 
Swintows Paper. ] 

“The 


Golden Throne, 2 Romance. 
author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is within him. Thebcookis filled with 
manly thoughis, expressed in manly words— 
the transcript dof a manly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ "—INGERSOLL. $1. 


Ingersoll aud Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it ia 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them, Price, 10 cta. 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 

with life, thought, and profound emotion, 

. poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty."—Dn. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 95 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Haud, and 


other Agnostic Poems. — Price, 10 cts. 
For all of the above address 
1 TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


Charles Watts’s Works 


The History of Freethought. Bound 
in cloth and lettered. Price, $1.25. CONTENTS : 
Section I. Detinition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section II. Whatit 
Owes to Mohammedanism. Section III. Free- 
thouglit Martyrs and Confessors, Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Sec- 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. ` 


The American Secular Union; its 
Necessity, and the Justice of its Nine Demands. 
(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll.) 
82 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. XR pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 
A 


Christan Evidences Criticised 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction .by Charles Bradlaugh, | Con- 
tents: The Origin of Christianity; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New, Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies ; The Practical Value of Christian- . 
ity; The Progress of Christianity, Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties, Price, 75 ots. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are published at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS EACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible: Freethought and 
Modern Progress: Christianity, its Nature and 

Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
larism; Science and Bible Antagonistic; , 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. For all of 
the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 
. ER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS, 
The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


written Radical romance. By Wm. McDonnell, 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 


Family Creeds. By William McDon- 
nell, author of “Exeter Hall.” Price, cloth. 
$1.25; paper, 75 cents, 


Exeter Hall. * One of the most excit- 
ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot's works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404pages. $1.25. ] 


The Quteast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story. From the London edition. By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 

cents. 


All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. ‘The great charm of 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 
ect to find, in such a marked degree, even 
rom sọ gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and_lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks,” Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY; 


OR; 


MEN or Business Wno Dip SOMETHING BESIDES 
Maxine Money. 


A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 


BY FANES PARTON. 


This book contains 400 pages, pay printed, 
treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 
helped the world; together with eight portraits. 
Mr. Parton’s works.need no commendation. They 
are standard. 
Price, - - «= = - $1.25. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


WOMAN. 
Ma the Pat. Present, and Future. 
BY A. BEBEL. 

Translated from the German by Dr. Adams Wal- 
ter. 272 pages; cloth, 75cents; paper, 30cents. , 
zd gapital,” a criticism on Political Economy. By 

Carl Marx. First English translation. Published 

in 27 parts, 10 cents per part. Subscription, $2.50. 
“ Anti-Sylabus.” By Lily Curry. Price, 3cents. 

LaABon NEWS AND PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION, 
705 Broadway, New York. 
oo list of Labor Publications mailed free.) 
att 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 
Price, 25 cents, 


Book Notices. 


ADAMI-AND HEVA. 


Co. Price 10 cents. 


Almost’ every one is familiar with the old 
; version of Adam and Eve as related in Gene- 
sis: And every person of sense and understand- 


ing must feel indignant at the way the story 

reads, beginning with insults to womanhood 

that follow herlike some evil spirit through 
the Bible, and down to the present time. 

But few, comparativly speaking, are aware 
of the legend, infinitly superior, and older by 
thousands of years, from which this myth in 
Genesis was taken. . 

S. P. Putnam has rendered a new and cor- 
rect version of the old, old story, and given it 
in such perfect lines of poetic beauty that the 

. reader is at once charmed and delighted with 
itsperusal. He has revealed it asa sweet and 
tender story, throbbing with life and love. 
is matchless poetry, too—the poetry that 
sweeps and sways the being like the music 
of the pines, or the low sighing surge of the 
sea. Every page is brilliant and glowing with 
flashing gems of poetic fire. The love and 
constancy of man and woman are eloquently 
portrayed. Bulwer Lytton, in the “ Lady of 
Lyons," where Pauline says, 

** Tell him even now that I would rather share 

His lowliest lot, walk by his side an outcast; 

TE Hg him, beg with him, liv upon the 
igh 

Of one kind smile from him, than wear the 
crown : 

The Bourbon lost !” 

Does not more beautifully and powerfully ex- 

press the devotion of woman than does Mr. 

Putnam in these lines: 

‘ Take thy fair Eden, I will walk the earth 

To death's dark door with him I love alway. 


Better with him all suffering and all woe; 

Better with him the labor and the pain; 

Better with him the wildest path forlorn; 

Better with him the thunder's blasting force 

"Than all that thou canst giv with him away. 

Justice is thine, O Brahma, love is mine for 
aye. : 

This poem which is offered for almost noth- 
ing, ten cents only, should be sold by the mill- 
ion copies. I think it is chief among the 
author's poetical jewels, and I hope, some- 
time, to see it issued in more substantial form 
and illustrated. It would make a most ele- 
gant and charming gift book. i 

R Susan Wrxon. 


The church has given to the world many 
versions of its old story of creation, claiming 
for each an originality that it has been quite 
unable to substantiate. Mr. Samuel P. Put- 
nam, in his last book, “Adami and Heva,” 
leaves no need for further research in regard 


tothe old myth. Its Eastern origin is appar- f 


ent, and yet the imitation in Genesis lacks all 
the beauty and dignity of the story as un- 
folded in this Oriental poem. . 

In Genesis we hava bungling, imperfect 
account of creation—the green grass growing, 
flowers blooming, and fruit ripening three 

. days before the sun and moon were created. 
In the Hindoo account the great Brahma saw 
the sun, and the sun existed. He saw the 
moon and the stars, the green earth and the 
high heavens, the purling streams and the 
mighty oceans, and they all existed. Man 
was outlined in his thought, and man existed. 
‘Woman arose in his mind, and woman ex- 
isted. He beheld every living and creeping 
thing, his work was complete, and it was all 
good. : 

In the Hebrew copy we hav man made 
from dust, followed by an unsatisfactory, re- 
pugnant surgical operation, supplemented by 
a temptation from a serpent, and the curse of 
a God that it should crawl all the days of 
its life. As the serpent had always crawled, 
to the Hebrew or Christian mind this curse 
bears no meaning. Trace it to its Eastern 
origin, where a belief in transmigration was 
a part of religion, and it is left in no obscur- 
ity. Heretofore he had been capable of as- 
suming higher forms of life, and, through 
long ages of progression, of final absorption 
into the divine being. The curse of Brahma 
was that he should forever retain his serpent 

' form; and that the Mosaic account was stolen 
from the more ancient story we-need no fur- 
ther proof than that throughout the Old Tes- 
tament Adam’s creation is nowhere referred 
to, from’ the fifth chapter of Genesis to the 
last chapter of Malachi. The myth was no 
doubt supplemented as a prefix to the Penta- 
teuch long after the latter was written. 

In the Genesis of India we bav a shoreless 
ocean upon which a golden egg floated. It 
divided into heaven above and earth beneath. 
Two substances were formed, mortal and im- 
mortal; and again two more—man and 
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| woman on the earth, the sun-and moon and 
J Woman, in one 
story, it is said, had birth in an expanding lo-’ 


the stars in the heavens. 
tus on the Ganges, and was received by the 


the version that Mr. Putnam has given in his 
poem. How coarse, how crucl, the old story 
reads, * And the man shall rule over thee!” 
No wonder that there should be an old rab- 
binical legend to the effect that the first 
woman, Lilith, rebelled against this mandate, 
demanding equality, and, failing to secure it, 
flew away out of paradise, and & second 
edition of spare rib was necessary—thus 


accounting for the two distinct stories of | 


creation as recorded in the first and second 
chapters of Genesis. 

This alleged inferiority of woman ‘has led 
to her subjection in all ages, and in no other 
myth is the story so brutally told as in the 
Christian legend. 

In ‘* Paradise Lost," a book regarded by 


Christians nearly as sacred as the inspired, 


volume itself, John Milton writes, ‘‘ He was 
formed for God only, she for the God in him,” 
putting her, it must be admitted, on pretty 
short rations for a God; and he questions im- 
potently of Omniptence, doubting the wisdom 
of the act, why he created woman : 
“ Oh, why did God, 

Creator. wise, that peopled highest heaven 
With spirits masculin, create at last 
This novelty on earth, this fair defect 
Of nature, and not fill the world at once 
With men as angels—without feminin ?? 

In the new version given in Mr. Putnam's 
poem, Heva asks: 
‘t Ah, wilt thou love me, love me evermore ?” 
‘ Will love thee ever, evermore,’ he said. 
‘The stars may perish aud the sun grow dark, 
But I will love thee, life and death, alway.’” 

The old question, the old answer—the 
woman’s fear of change, the man’s assurance 
of constancy. The question asked and an- 


swered when the world was new, asked and. 


answered thus when a million hearts had 
broken, and so, tg be answered while human 
hearts beat for each other tenderly. 

“The woman whom thou gavest me, she 
did tempt me," says the old version, cow- 
ardly. 

** * On me the punishment alone should fall. 
Be righteous, Brahma, curse not her with 
me. ` 

Heva, refusing to return to paradise, to 
desert Adami, $gys:. - MN 
«< Justice is thine, O Brahma; Jove is mine 

for aye." . 
‘And great Brahma affirms: 


** * T, God, can giv no greater joy to thee 


Than each to each can giv in love's delight." 
And here our poet's verse becomes daring, 

from an orthodox standpoint, when he asks: 

** And was there passion in the God's strong 

breast Í 

When he beheld the bloom of human love ?” 

And Brahma, sole sovereign of a universe, 

admits, ‘‘ There is no curse when man and 

woman love,".and enviously, despairingly, 
exclaims : - 

“ I would abandon all my wealth of stars, 

The majesty, the sovereignty, the grace, ’ 

That changes not amid the changing spheres; 

I would surrender heaven’s eternal throne, 

And all the worship of uncounted hosts ; 

I would dissolve my crown in fleeting dews, 

Could I be less than what I am, supreme. 

I would a toiler be on earth’s bare breast, 

And earn the food for hunger day. by day; 

I would meet anything that fate might giv, 

Most cruel blows upon the mortal flesh; 

All that the finit suffers and endures, 

Or imperfection reaps on error's path ; 

Disdain my Godhead and be made of dust, 

Could I be loved by woman as man is." 

I do not recall any words, in any poem, in 
any book, braver of grander than these lines 
by Samuel P. Putnam. | 

What would value the isolated power of 
Omnipotence debarred from human love? 
What were golden crowns, golden harps, and 
golden thrones, as reward for well-doing here 
if the loved ones were forever banished to 
lower, darker scenes? As à woman-poet has 
said: 

** If I by the throne should behold you, 
Smiling up, with those eyes loved so well, 
Close, close in my arms I would fold you, 
And drop with you down to sweet hell.” 
Love itself is a reward for all suffering, and 

even in unrequited love it is better ‘‘to hav 

loved and lost than never to hav loved at all.” 

In his ‘‘ Light of Asia," Mr. Edwin Arnold 
has given the life of Buddha, so similar to that 
of Jesus of Nazareth, which. it antedates 
by at least six hundred years. The beauty of 
the language in this poem of ‘‘ Adami and 
Heva ” is not inferior to that of Mr. Arnold’s, 
and for warmth of expression and gorgeous- 
ness of imagery equals **Lallah Rookh.” 

. This for instance, in regard to creation : 


first man, Adami, in his paradise. This is 


— 


“Plowing and dancing’, breaking into stars, 


"Long trains of light and comet’s golden hair, . 
And rythmic sweep of-cloud with breast of 


re 
Whence constellations burst and traveled 
. space." 
And yet, O poet, one word, 

** Could I be loved by woman as man is.” 

He, Brahma, was a man, masculin, a.god! 
He would lose all for woman's love. How 
many shining stars, how much of omnipotent 
power would he surrender that he might be 
loved as man loves woman? We doubt the 
answer, remembering, among a thousand 
niore, the pathetic story of the devoted 
Heloise and the priest Abelard. 


O great Brahma, is it to be ever thus? J. 
“When the gods weigh out love for human, 


souls, as the old legend has it, is the woman's 
measure always, from its greater weight, to 
tip the balance—to send man’s: up lightly till 
it touch the beam? Mrs. A. M. FREEMAN. 


"THE INFIDEL SOHOOL TEACHER. . 

The above is the title of a pamphlet fresh 
from the gifted pen of Elmina D. Slenker, of 
Snowville, Va., and is for sale by her at the 
low price of twenty cents. 

Among all the good things written by Mrs. 
Slenker, this little work, in my humble judg- 
ment, is the most fitting to the times, and de- 


serves the widest circulation. It is a true. 


story in the main, representing certain phases 
of human character as clearly as anything 
ever written by Dickens; illustrating and ex- 
emplifying thousands of cases all over the 
land, where Infidels as a class are either 
ignorantly or purposely. misunderstood by 
the orthodox branch of society. 

Mary Jones, the heroin of the story, is a 
well educated, respectable, and sensible young 
lady who has reasoned herself out Of all belief 
in ghosts and hobgoblins of every name and 
nature. She is a fair representativ of the 
true Infidel, neither dogmatic in asserting her 
opinions nor hypocritical enough to quietly 
drift along through life and at all times allow 
herself to be mistaken for a Christian. 

Such is the character of ‘The Infidel 
School Teacher,” and it is not surprising, but 
very natural that some one of the opposit 
sex should deeply admire her. ‘ Sissons 
Holmes, a good, honest, innocent, and ‘‘ God- 
fearing Christian,” loved Miss Jones for her 
good sense and her many virtues, but was 
pained and shocked at her Infidelity. As 
every honest Christian ought to do, Mr. 


Holmes took upon himself the difficult task | 


.of enlightening the heathen. For this pur- 
pose he addressed his lady friend a long let- 
ter, couched in the most tender and persuasiv 
language, urging her to renounce Infidelity, 
and with him ‘‘come to Jesus.” Miss Jones 
replied in excellent terms, thanking him for 
his tender solicitude, while at the samé time 
she gave him his first lesson in. Infidelity, 
which thoroughly convinced Mr. Holmes that 
he had ‘‘caught a Tartar,” and that he had 
never before understood the true meaning of 
the term Infidel. Eight long letters, cover- 
ing over forty pages, pass between these peo- 
ple, which no one can justly review in a 
newspaper article. Every page of this book 
is as full of merit as an egg is of meat, and 
every letter from both parties as an educator 
is worth double the price of the book. I 
sincerely wish it might be read by every per- 
son in the land. Jonn W. TRUESDELL. ~ 
Syracuse, Feb. 20, 1886. 


SABBATH-BREAKING. | 
Remsburg’s ‘‘Sabbath-breaking” is pro- 
nounced by Parker Pillsbury “ a valuable, or 
rather an invaluable, work on the Sabbath 
problem." Referring to the institution of the 
Jewish Sabbath, Mr. Pillsbury says: ‘‘ Even 


|the super-orthodox Andover begins to de- 


velop some common sense on the great Jewish 
enigma of a weary God resting after a hard 
week's work, and hallowing it as holy time 
eternally afterward throughout the universe! 
Strange. Gods, strange men, strange women, 
and strange works were had in the distant 
past. And ditto to day.” 

* Mr. Remsburg in his pamphlet on the Sab- 
bath has compiled ‘sufficient evidence to prove 
that the Sabbatarian laws, mostly enacted to 
satisfy the narrow views of fanatical preach- 
ers, are à gross usurpation of the rights and 
privileges of the community. It is to be de- 
sired that such preachers would giv, if possi- 
ble, this pamphlet a calm perusal.— W. Mc- 
Donnell. 

Mr. William Algie, president of the Free- 
thonght Association of Canada, in the Inde- 
pendent Pulpit, referring to the Cleveland 
Congress, says: ‘‘ Prominent among the many 
kindred spirits with whom I came in contact, 


I may mention J. E. Remsburg, who in his | 


-beam,” considerin, 


popular lecture ‘on Sabbath observance justly- 
earned the title. of ‘Sabbath-Breaker.’ In 
fact, he broke the Sabbath up into fragments 
‘as small as the souls of the Puritan bigots 
who instituted that. ‘holy day’ in order to - 
rob poor humanity of one-seventh of the sun- 


`| shine that is part of our inheritance from .' 


Mother Nature."  . : 


The Independent Pulpit thus refers to J. E. 
Remsburg’s book on ‘‘ Sabbath-breaking :” 
“ This little work contains about all that can 
be said on the subject, and it will never be 
refuted. No well-informed minister will ever 
hav the hardihood to try to answer it. -If 
every man and woman in this country could 
be induced to giv this book one fair and ims. 
partial perusal, it would produce an effect 
equal to.that produced upon our colonial an- 
cestors by Thomas Paine's ‘Common Sense.’” 


e 
Ingersoll’s Tributes. 
REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can. 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- l 
ing. The titles are: 


The Vision of War, ‘ 
Tribute to his Brother, —' 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller's Grave, ` 
The price of these heretofore has been $i. We 


‘offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 


THE FOUR FOR FIFTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
es 83 Clinton Pl, New York. | 


LITHOGRAPHS 


CHARLES DARWIN. 


——0—— 


Admirersof the Great Naturalist, and practically 
the father of Evolution, will be glad to know that 
we hav a fine lithograph of him for sale—size 
1834x24 inches on heavy plate paper. Framed, the 
picture will make a splendid ornament for the 
parlors of Freethinkers. 


Price, 25 cents. 
dress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


88 Clinton Pl., New York. 


A NEW PAMPHLET.—JUST OUT. 


“ADAMI AND HEVA, 
BY S. P. PUTMAM. l 


A poetic version of the Indian Story of the Gar- 
den of Eden, in which its superiority to the muti- 
lated copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. 

PRICE, 10 CENTS. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, | 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


J. E. REMSBURG'S APPOINT- 
MENTS. $ 


J. E. Remsburg left Atchison for the East on the 
8d inst. The following is his program so far as 
arranged : : 
Warrensburg, N.Y...Mon., Tu., Wed., Mar. d 2, 8. 


Cohoes = **  ............ Ur., 
Bac Me. siara ai ai A RR YE Sat., ** 6. 
Portland, M. e covers Sun. (10:30 A.M.) ** 7. 
Boston, Mass........... Sun. (7:30 P.M.) “ 7. 
Providence, R. ¥...........6... 00 Mon., * 8 
Meriden, Conn....Tu Thur., Mar. 9, 10, 11 
New York Bri, © R 
Baltimore, | : 14. 

In additi Remsburg will 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 
SUBJECTS : 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr..E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
some i2mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in English or German. 
A new.cheap edition at only $1.50. 

SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the ‘Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B, Foote. Five volumes, at $1 each, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2. 

SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth: 
volume of “Sciencein Story.”) 50cents. . 

.HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re-- 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages. 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents, ' 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES. (Dime Pam- 
phlets). By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jri, iz.: “ Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” repre „nting the germ 
theory, adyocating personal anc’ public hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; “Health in the Sun- 
r the blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and well. By mail, 10 cents each. 

HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). **'TheLaw 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages, cloth 
bound, $2; * Heredity,” by Loring Moody, 159 
pages, cloth, 75 cents; “The Law of Heredity,” by 

. H. Marsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 
Human Temperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; ** Generation before Regen- 
eration,” by Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; “ Re- 
ports of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 


, 1882," 10 cents; “Third Annual Convention of the 
Institute of Heredity, May 29, ien 10 


ents. 
TH SEEKER, 


Address 


HE TR 


Tngersoll's Works 


- The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $ 
In five lectures, comprising, .**The.' God: 
© Humboldt," Thomas Paine,” ‘f Individu: 

E ity.” and “ Heretics and Heresies.” . 5. 

: The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.2 
<,  , Contents: “ The Ghosts,” * Liberty for Me 
Woman, and Child," * The Declaration of J 
. dependence,” “About Farming in .lllinoi 
“The Grant Banquet,” “The Rev. Alexand 
Clark,” “The Past Rises before Me. Like 
Dream,” and “ A Tribute to Ebon C; Ingersol 


: Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50ct 
. cloth, $1.95. - tet S VS 
Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50ct 
plain cloth, $1.25. i BS lees Beng 
What Must We Doto Be Saved? P: 
^. per, 85 cents, ? mie RELY 
"The Christian Religion. -By R. € 
] Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah S. Black, and Pr« 
George F. Fisher. - Paper, 50 cents ; cloth, $1. 


Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, pape 
10 cents, $1.00 per doz. post paid. . Printed. 
large, clear type, and containing as' much 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectur: 
This makes a grand. missionary :.docuümei 
Liberals should scatter it generously, | - | 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers : 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded ' 
the ‘editor of the San Franciscan. ^5.cents; 
cents per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100. copies, : ' 
Millions of these should be circulated by Fre 

, thinkers, SEM f 

Vindication of Thomas Paine fro 

the attacks of the New York Observer, by: Rc 


ert G. Ingersoll Price, 10 cents. * 


Address on the Civil Rights Bil 


Large size octavo, paper, 15 cents.’ JE. 


Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. | 
Bound in one volume, To meet the “dema: 
for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has h 
all his lectures, except the latest on “Ort 

. doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in h: 
calf, library style, and containing over 1, 
.pages, which is sold at the exceedingly kh 
price of $5, Sent by mail postpaid. >= ` 


Tributes. There hav been so mar 
f applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s “Tribute « 

is Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “Gra: 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address ov 
“Tittle Harry Miller's Grave,” that they he 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, ill: 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suit 
bie for framing, and the four will be forwarde 
‘to any address, prepaid, for 50cts,' or either or 
for 15 cents. 


The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, an 
Ingersoll. Cabinet. size; true t 
life, price, $1.50 each. Every admirer of thes 


apostles of Religious Liberty should hav the: 
busts. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersol! 
Superb photographs, 22x28, $5; panel, 103¢x1 
$3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents; card, 20 cti. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, : 
83 Clinton Place, New York.; 


d J. E. Remsburg's Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 
Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen. Asa 
Missionary Document it isunexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 

showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 

itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 

, Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 

the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
Church and the Republic, 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture: Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating; Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals ; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 

f Special discount on larger quantities. 

‘Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 
and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; 'The Christian 
Keriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sun ay, Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 
Sabbath ;. Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 

: Laws. Price, 25 cents; six copies, $1.00. 

Image Breaker. 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 

. 5 cents; bound, Paper, 25,cents; per doz. 40 cts, 

Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re 
ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the stor 
of the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 


dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon, | 


it:. Choice extracts from “Common Sense,” 
“ American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. 
cloth, 75 cents. 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
delivered in Paine, Hall. before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers’ Convention, January 29, 1884. Price, 
10 cents, . 

For all the above works address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
38 Clinton Place, New York. 


The Perpetual Calendar. 
Working the Year of Science 
And the Common Computations. 
An Almanac Forever 
"Showing the day of the week for any day of the 


Price, paper, 50 cents; 


' . month for all time past and present atid to come, 


and other useful information. Price, 40 cents; 


h for $1. a. . 
three for #15 oss THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Canvassers address L. Martin, Brunswick; Ga. 


Six Lectures: De- |. 


Is A nosci of Necessity, Anti-Christian? by 
W.S 


THE FUTURE REPUBLIC OF NORTH AMERICA. 
i | BY A CAPITALIST. cae 


A Book Advocating Associate Life as a Remedy for Poverty, Vice, and Crime. It deals with 
the present conditions of society in this country, pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 
it is almost impossible that the people should be other than poor and vicious under our present sys- 
tem. The remedy, the author thinks, is in communal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of the 
future Republic of North’ America, as it will be when society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously and interestingly written. 3 

CONTENTS: The titles of some of the chapters are: Present External Appearance of Our Re- 
public; Government and Laws; Finance; Public Improvements; Production and Distribution; 
Education; Morality and Religion; Marriage and Divorce; Life in the New Republic; Life in the 
Existing Republic; Examination of the Objections to Communism; Methods Proposed for the 
Trausition from the System of Individual Property to a System of Collectiv Property; Danger. 
Price, $1.50. - ; f 

Published and for sale by the Truth Seeker Company, 33 Clinton Place, New York City. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
Youth. By Susan H. Wixon, Without Super- 
stition. The Only Illustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children’s Story-Book ever issued. ull-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heav 
toned paper, broad margins, uminate 
covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1.25. - 


Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 
the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 
t 


e Young Folks, By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very. excel- 
lent work for yomg masters and misses, hag 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued at a reduced, price of 
$1.25, free of. postage. This new edition has a 
photograph of the author which adds very 
much to the value of the volume. 


Blakeman’s 200 Poetical Riddles. 


Price, 20 cents, g . 
The Youtb's Liberal Guide. By 


Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M. Price; $1.00. This 
volume aims at the education of youth in the 
principles of Freethought, at the same time 
that it inculeates moral duties and human 
‘rights from a standpoint of pure reason and 
common sense. ddress, THE TRUTH 
SEEKER 


x THE = 
AGNOSTIC ANNUAL 
: | FOR 1886. 
CHAS. A. WATTS, Editor. 

Be ERB APH oti Belgion Oe reri py 


C. N.—Misconceptions of Agnosticism, by Charles 
Watts—A ‘Household of Unfaith? by Ġ. M, McC. 


VOLTAIRES ROMANCES. 


“CONTENTS : . 

The White Bull: A Satirical Homance.—Zadig ; 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princess 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowns. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas.— 
The World as it Goes.—The Black and the White. 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato’s Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


—| Handsome i2mo. 448 pages, laid paper. With 67 
engravings. Price, cloth, beveled boards, $2.00. 


Half calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


ewart Ross (Saladin)—Legend of the Devil's 
Dyke, Brighto: ulian.—Emotional 


n, by osti- 
. A, Leonard.— 


cism, b nosticism and Popu- ; 
lar Christianity, by Gol. R. G. Ingersoll.—The Spe: 33 Clinton Place, New York. 
cial Senses, by H. J. Hardwicke, F. R. C. S.—Not 


Left comfortless, by F. J. Gould.—The Morals of 
Agnosticism, by Ignotus.—The Eternal Curse, by 
William Maccall—The Catholicity of Agnosticism: 
by Winifred, Lady Robinson.—Christianity an 

After, by Charles C. Cattell.—Unpalatable Truths, 
by F. Sydney Morris.—Opposit Poles of Thought, 
by T. Evan-J: acob, B A.—Fortune and the Mendi- 


cant, by Thomas Mead. - 5 
PRICE 35 CENTS. For sale a5 this office, 


RUPTURES CURED; 


myMedical Compound and Improyed 
Elastic Supporter Truss i» from 30 to 
O days. Reliable references given. Send 
stamp for circular, and sey in what paper 
you saw my advertisement. Address Gant, 

oe 


W, A. Collings, Smithville, Jefferson 06. N 


ur. 159 


i W m 2 ; 
pular Jewelry Store, Rochelle, TIL. 


bert, E i5 : 

Genuin diamond jewelry; fine gold and silver 

Biches, chains, bracelets, gold and pleted jew- 

EY, silver and plated ware, optical, art, and fancy 

rods. 3 oz., coin silver, ‘Elgin watch, $9; 4 Oz., 

).50; 40Z., stem wind A1 jeweled, $14.50; same, 15 
eled, $19; same,/adjusted, $22. In filled gold 
ses, warranted 20 years, 7 jeweled, stem wind, 

5 11 Jeweled, $23.50; 15 jeweled, $28; adjusted. 

; Best filled cases add $4.50. Ladies’ filled, bes 

p88, $20, 7; $22, 11; and $30 for 15 jeweled move- 

ents, Ladies’ solid gold, 10 k $22, Ti $26 115 

15 jewels. For 14 karat cases add 38. Gents 

ually low. Watches cleaned, $1; springs $1; and 

turned per registered mail. Best spectacle in 

è world, $1. goods must suit or cash back, 

n 7i» And what isa nicer 
present for either 
youriady or gentie- 
man friends than 

. one of my latest im- 

3» proved model badges 
in solid gold, artis- 
tically enameled in ; 
three colors? Price, 
$8, $9.50, $4, With 
genuin diamond in 

- rising sun, $8 and $10. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN 
Rochelle, Ill, 


f 


F 
H 
i 
i 


Í STANDARD MEDICAL WORK 
‘or YOUNG & MIDDLE. AGED MEN 


ONLY $1 BY MAIL, POSTPAID. 
ILLUSTRATIVE SAMPLE FREE TO ALL, 


—— 


KNOW THYSELF, 9 
H Great Medical Work on Manhood - 


H Exhausted Vitality, Ni i i 
2» a Nervous and Physical Debil- 
ly, Premature Decline in Man, Errors of Youth, 
ind the untold miseries resulting from indiscre- 
jon or excesses. A book for every man, young, 
ddle-aged, and old. It contains 125 prescriptions 
r, all acute and chronic diseases, each one of 
hich is invaluable. So found by the author, whose 
erience for 25 years is such as probably never 
lore fell to the lot of any physician. 300 pages, 
und in beautiful French muslin, embossed cov- 
"8, full gilt, guaranteed to be a finer work in every 
nse—than any other work sold in this country 
ir $2.50 or the money e refunded in ever 
stance, Price, only $1.00 by mail, post paid, 
lustrativ sample free to anybody. Send now. 
pid medal awarded the author by the National 
medical Association, to the president of which, the 
Hon.P. A. Bissel, and associate officers of the Board 
the reader is respectfully referred. 
: The piene 0 Life should be read £x the. young 
or instruction, and by the afflicted for relief. . 
TI benefit a ane E eed sid 
[here is no member of society to whom Th 
Science of Life will not be useful, whether youth, 
parent, guardian, instructor, or clergyman.—Argo- 


naut. 

Addréss the Peabody Medical Institute, or Dr. 
H. Parker, No, 4 Bullünch St., Boston, Mass., Bie 
may be consulted on all diseases requiring skill 
and experience. Chronic and obstinate diseases 
that have baffled the skillof all other physicians a 
specialty. Such treated successfully, without an 
instance of failure. Mention this paper. 1ly14 


DR. R. P. FELLOWS 


is a regularly educat- 
ed and legally quali- 
fied physician, and 
the most successful, 
as his practice will 
rove. He has for 
wenty years treated 
exclusivly all diseases 
of the Sexual Organs, 
in the cures of which 
he stands presminen|! 
SPERMATORRHGA 
and IMPOTENGY 
as the result of self- 
abuse in youth and 
sexual excesses in ma- 
turer years, causing 
night emissions by 
‘dreams, loss of sexual 
i power, rendering 

marriage improper and unhapp Ah etea are curea 
ermanently by an outside & ation in sixty 
Bays. NO STOMACH MEDICIN USED. . Itis one 
of Dr. Fellows’ valuable discoveries, which is en- 
tirely unknown to the medical profession. It is 
not a catch-penny get up, such as a pad, belt, pas- 
tile, nor magnetic appliance, but simply a medi- 
cin to be appited externally on the parts affected, 
which cures by absorption. Send five 2-cent stamps 
for his “ Private Counselor,” giving full informa- 
tion. Address Dr. R. P. Fellows, | ineland, N. J., 
and say where you saw this advertisment. 


N. B.—Dr. Fellows begs leave to say that he is 
an Infidel of the most pronounced character. Bro, 
Liberals, your patronage is solicited. 


oa meea AIRE 


The Bite Analyzed 


John R. Kelso, A.M. 


CONTENTS: m 

` The Old Test t.—The New Testament.—The 
Creation—The Deluge. The Exodus.—The Mira- 
cles ot the Bible.—The Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Bible.—The 
Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 
the Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 
SUA octavo, 833pp.. Splendidly executed. Sent 
by'mail, post paid. Price, $3.00. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. 
Cloth, $1.35, For Sale at this Oftice. 


- jams with squirrel shot from a long gun. 


perceptible progress in the past week. i 


AnBouT $35,000 has been contributed to the’ 
fund for the widow of the late General Hin- 
cock. 


Tur eighty-fourth anniversary of the birth 
of Victor Hugo was ae at- Paris. on! 
the 26th ult. 


Tue trial of the Rev. roris R. Bristor; of 
Spring. Valley, N. Y., indicted for tape on his. 


servant, has been postponed. DEL 
l 


Å TOAST proposed to Queen Victoria i was i 
hissed at a meeting in London of the working 
men members of Parliament on. the 25th ult: 


Tn legislature of Maryland has voted down: 
a proposition to compel the'state printer to. 
employ only men belonging t to. the printers 
union. 

Tre Rev. Father Smith, pistor of, St. ‘Ste. 
phen’s Roman Catholic church; Syraóuse; N: 
Y., attempted suicide last P ) 
ing himself. 


Tae horse-car drivers of "Troy, following, | 


the example of their brothers in this city, hav | 
had their hours reduced from. seventeen. to ! 


twelve without reduction of" wages.: DS 


Mrs. Grant has just received a check for” 
$200,000, being the first instalment from the 
publishers of the generals boc. . Her profits 
on the two. volumes will. probably be half a 

million dollars. : Ax 


Tae affection of Deacon rubros. 'of Willi. 
mantic, Conn., for the widow Wilbur, of the | 
same place, has got him into trouble. After | 
having spent a good deal of money on the 
widow, she now sues him for $7,000, which |. 
she alleges she has loaned him. 


ARTICLES of incorporation of the Golden 
Gate Religious and Philosophical Society hav 
been filed in San Francisco. Some of the ob- 
jects of the society look toward the '*eleva- 
tion and progress of humanity” and ''the 
more general diffusion of the science, philos- 
ophy, and religion of Spiritualism.” f 


At a regular meeting of the Shakspere So- 
ciety in Columbia College this city, last week, 
the copy of the second folio of Shakspere, 
discovered in Utah some months ago, was 
exhibitéd. The book, which is yellow with 
age, bears upon the fly leaf the signatures of 
William Shakspere and John Ward, the actor. 


Tur Rev.. Alfred Powell and the Rev. John 
A. Williams, both hardshell Baptists preach- 
ing near Goldsboro, S. C, had a misunder- 
standing one day last week, and the Rev. Mr.. 
Powell filled the legs of the Rev. Mr. Will- 
The 
affair causes some excitement in the neighbor- 
hood. 


Tur Rev. Mr. Downs, the distinguished 
. Boston divine, has sucd the Rev. Franklin 
Johnson; D.D., of Cambridge for $10,000 for 
slander, and also attached the latter’s prop- 
erty. Last Monday Mr. Downs added to his 
laurels by attempting to thrash a reporter. 
Botanically classified, Pastor Downs is a 
daisy. 


A new prophet named Smith has arisen in 
Missouri, and is working up religious in- 
: sanity to the best of his ability. He announces 
himself as an embassador of Jesus Christ. 
, One of the conditions of salvation is the giv- 
ing up of all property to the prophet. Smith 
already has the deeds of dozens of farms 
which his dupes hav placed in his hands. 


Maxx persons were killed and injured dur- 
ing the gale of the 27th and 28th ult. in vari- 
ous parts of the country. 'The water was 
swept off the bar of New York harbor, thus 
imprisoning all the outgoing vessels in port, 
Travel was delayed at all the ferries, roofs 
were blown off houses, and many personal 
injuries were reported, though none of a fatal 
character. At sea the casualties were many 
and the suffering and death caused by the 
Storm were almost unprecedented. | 


Tue Rev. Edward Palmer, who died in 
this city on Wednesday of last week at the 
age of eighty-four years, was formerly a 
Unitarian clergyman in Massachusetts, but 
having been too aggressiv an Abolitionist, he 
lost his charge. Forty years ago he was 
known as No-money Palmer in Boston on ac- 
count of his belief that no currency should be 
used by Christians. He was afterward a 
member of the North American Phaianx and 
the Raritan Bay Socialistic Societies. The 
Rev. Robert Collyer conducted the funeral 


services. 


Now READY. 


g 


THE ORDER OF CREATION, 


` A DISCUSSION BETWEEN 


GLADSTONE, 
LINTON, 


HUXLEY, 


. 


MULLER, 
REVILLE, 


On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 


This is à new book, and contains the latest discussion on the mistakes of Moses. 


The 


names of the participants are a guarantee of its able character. 


Price, - - E = 


Paper, 59 cts ; cloth, 75 cts. 


Published by the TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 38 Clinton Place, New York. 


Odds and Ends, | 


LrrTLE PAUL is having a good deal of difficulty 
in committing to memory the Lord's prayer. The 
other night after repeating it with the assistance 
of his mamma, he looked up and said: “ Mamma, 
won't the Lord be glad when Icansay this through 
without a break ?" 


A LITTLE boy who had heard a good deal about 
the work of the Home Missionary Society in the 
territories, was seen putting away carefully a cent 
which had been given him to spend. “What are 
you Saving your money for ?"he was asked. “Oh,” 
was the reply, *I'm going to save all my pennies 
till I get a lot, and then Pm going to send 'em all 
out West to Jesus! ' 

WHAT THE FLOWERS SAY. 
The red rose says “Be sweet,” 
And the lily bids, * Be pure,” 
The hardy, brave chrysanthemum, 
“Be patient and endure.” 
"The violet whispers, * Giv, . 
Nor grudge, nor count the cost ;* 
The woodbine, * Keep on blossoming,” 
In spite of chill or frost.” 
—Philadelphia Call. 
The crocus says, * Beware,” 
The daisy adds, ** Don’t scoff,” 
And the chaste and fair anemone, 
With a patient sigh, ** Come off 
The pansy moans, ‘‘ Look ont | 
For the Shanghai’s clumsy feet.” 
** My heart, he’s coming, he’s coming 
To pull me up!” cried the beet. — 


The turnip yelled, “ Keep still. 
Don't giv the racket away !? 

When the cabbage flapped his leaves and flew 
Far into the dying day.—Puck. 


| priests. 


THE railroad companies want to lay their tracks 
with hardened sleepers. One of the. New Haven 
ministers says that his congregation has material 
enough to set up a whole parallel road. 


“ Waar is the proper use of Sunday?” asks a re- 
ligious weekly. The answer is so numerous that 


we havn’t space to print it. The woman with a 


new bonnet has one answer; the man who loves 
fishing has another, while the owner of a pair of 
fast horses may differ from both. The base-ballist 
seems to think that the proper use of Sunday in 
the West is to play a match game for the cham- 
pionship, but in the East he devotes the day to ex- 
plaining how the last four games lost by his nine 
inight hav been won., There is nothing so diverse 


as the diversity of opinion in regard to the proper 


use ‘of Sunday.—Norristown Herald. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it. 


Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents; 


twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish that the friends of Fr eethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


“THE MODERN BALA AM. 


Showing the Balaam of modern times to be the 
Itisa splendid pictorialargument. Price, 
per ¢ dozen, 304 cen e per hundred, $1.50. 


Bible Inquirer. 


vestigation. Revised Edition: 


This pamphlet 


refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions, . 


with numerous references and citations, that 

are contradicted in terms by the same number 

of ee pr oporitions ; in the same book. Price 
5 cents. 


A Key to Bible In- ` 


ná of Thought. — 


sarily slow, butif it is never be- 
be consummated,—D. M. Bennett. 


ME 
Iworld.!: And thou, pr ofoundest hell, 
Receive thy new possessor—one who brings 
Aminå not to be changed by place or time. 
! The mindis T own place, and in itself 
j nof hell, a hell of heaven. 
Miton. 


E are all shi tsighted, and very ofteri see bui 


a.connection with it. . From this dé- . 
an is free. We see but in part; ` 
tin part, and therefore it is no 
conclude not. right: from cour... 
This might instruct the proudest... 
wn parts how useful it is to Talk 


sees P and we cun "s : 
ts of the same thing, according to 
as-I may say, positions to it, it isnot’: 
think, nor, beneath | any man to 


which “ha éscaped him, and which his reason 
would make.use of if they came into his mind. - 
| Locke's’: ‘Conduct af the Understanding. Eo, 


`: Way need I. name thy Boyle, bid pious seari ob 
“Amid the dark recesses of his works 

"The great-creator sought? And why thy Locke, 
Who made thé whole internal world his own?. : 
Let Newton, pure intelligence, whom God. 

To mortals lent,.to trace his boundless works, 
From laws sublimely simple, speak thy fame 

In all philosophy. —Thomson's Seasons. 


"PorrTRHEISM is ‘the next stage to fetichism i in the ;7 
“religious. ‘development of mankind. Here, reflec- 
‘tion. begins topredominate over sensation. As.the 
‘laws of nature, the habits and organization of an- .: 

i imals, begin. to’ be understood, they cease to repre- 
sent ‘the: true objects of worship. No man ever 
deified weight and solidity. But as men change, 
slowly from, form to form and, more slowly still; - 
from the form to the substance, coarse and mate- ` 
.xial fetichism must. be idealized before it could 
pass away. No doubt men, for the sake of éxam- . 
ple, bowed to the old stock and stone when they. 
knew an idol was nothing. It might offend the 
. weak to giv up the lie all at once.—Theodore Parker. 


: "po the age which belieyes in Jack-and-the-Bean- 
stalk and the adventures of Cinderella, all things. : 
are possible; whether it be Jonah in the whale's 
belly, or Tom Thumb in the stomach of the red > =. 
cow, allis gladly swallowed with implicit faith; '': 
the children grow out of Tom Thumbin thecourse - 

] of nature, but they are not allowed to grow outof . 

i Jonah.—Afrs. A. Besant.. ` 


A MAN of benevolence, whose mind is enlarged, 
by philosophy, will always indulge agreeable antic- `: 
ipations with respect to society ; he will view all . 
the different improvements in arts, in commerce, «1 °. 
and in the sciences, a8 co-operating to promote the , |. 
union, the happiness, and the virtue of mankind ; 
and, amidst the political disorders resulting from 
the prejudices and follies of his own times, he wil 
look forward with transport to the blessings that .' 
are reserved for posterity in a more ‘enlightened 
age.—Dugaid Stewart. e i 


Ir is true that we sometimes say witha sign à that 
life passes by like'a dream; but it is a bad sign to 
make such complaints as this, for if a man sleeps: ` 
away through a do-nothing life, it seems short 
when he looks back upon it; but if we work hard . 
and think hard, then our life becomes full and 
rich; nay, it even seems long as we look back upon ` 
it, because so much has happened in it. Whole |. 
years of a dawdling or selfish or licentious life are. -. ^ 
worth less than a single day lived by an earnest, D 
thoughtful man.—Bible for Learners. -~ 


Wao that would ask a heart to dulness wed, oe 
The waveless calm, the slumber of the dead ? Pee © 
No! the wild bliss of nature needs alloy, * ' 
And say, without our hopes, without our foars, 
Without the home that plighted love endears, 
Without the smile that partial beauty won, 
Oh, what were man? A world without a sun. 
—Campbdell, 


Tuar education only can be considered as com- 
plete and generous which fits a man to perform 4 
justly, skilfully, and magnanimously all the of- a 
fices, both private and public, of peace and of war. » 
— Milton. EA 
ARE not two sparrows sold for a farthing? And  '.. 
one of them shall not fall‘on the ground without 
your Father. But the very hairs of your head are 
numbered, Fear ye not, therefore; ye are of more 
value’ than many sparrows.—Matt. st, 29-81. See 
also Luke xii, 6,7. We belong to the minutis of 


| nature; we aré in her sight as the rain-drop in the 


Sky; whether & man livs, or whether he dies; is a8 


| much a matter of indifference to nature as whether 


a raindrop falls upon the field and feeds a blade.of 
grass or falls upon a stone and is dried to death. 
She does not supervise these small details. This 
discovery is by no means flattering, but it enlarges -.': ^ 
our idea of the scheme of creation. That universe , 
must indeed be great. in which human beings aro: 
so small.—Reade's Martyrdom of Man. 


*Srrnr-TRUST is the essence of heroism. It is the 
state of the soul at war; and. its ultimate objects 
are the last defiance of false]; Jod and wrong and ^ 
the power to bear all that can be inflicted by evil 
agents. It speaks. the truth; and it is just; gen- 
erous, hospitable, temperate, scornful of petty cal- . 
enlations and scornful of being scorned. It per- 
sists; it is of an undaunted boldness, and of a for- ` ` 
titude not to be wearied out.—Emerson. 


SELF-REVERENCE, self-knowledge, self-control, 
‘These three alone lead life to sovereign power 3i 
Yet not for power (power of herself 5 
Would come uncalled for), but to liv by law | 


Acting the law we liv by without fear; 
And, because right is right, to follow right 
Were wisdom in the acorn of consequence. 

— Tennyson, 


Pritt . É 
Jass ove ses) amel 7: 


diofes and Clippings. 


. Mrs. Lanarry, the actress, is saving of her 
E wealth. She has $150,000 invested in real 
state in this city. 


‘Tue husband of Tennie C. Claflin, sister of 
Victoria Woodhull, has just been made a 

night, so that Miss Claflin that was is now 
= Lady Cook. 


M. PASTEUR, the French chemist, hopes to 
e able to treat diphtheria and other diseases 


uccessfully by a method of inoculation sim-. 


_ar to that of his treatment of rabies. 


Tux orthodox Christians of Akron, Ind., do 
ot favor higher religion. A lot of them, 
masked, stoned a church the other night in 
‘which a number of persons claiming to be 
PN anctified were worshiping. The meeting 
: "was broken up, as well as the windows, and 

_ Several persons were badly hurt. . 
, Orp Science Hall, where the Liberal Club 
Ls - used to meet, has béen losing prestige ever 
ince the club moved away. Beer saloons 
moved into the building, then & dance house 
made the neigborhood disreputable until 
pulled by the police, and now the Salvation 
Army has made the hall its barracks. 2 


Tue Young Churchman is responsible for 
he statement that a religious paper in this 
country printed two editions of the issue in 
which a notice of General Grant’s death ap- 
peared, one for the North and the other for 
E he South. In the edition for the North it 

said: “Grant defeated Lee with ease by 
* reason of his superior genoralship," and in 

t he edition for the South it said: ‘‘ Grant de- 

eated Lee only with great difficulty and by 
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reason of his greatly superior numbers." 
Piety and lying are not incompatible. 


Tue American Society for Psychical Re- 
search has appointed Josiah Royce, Dr. 
Morton Prince, Col. T: W. Higginson, J. C. 
Rogers, 'T. E. Abbott, Roland Thaxter, and 
Woodward Hudson, & committee to consider 
the subject of apparitions and haunted houses. 


. A Mrs. Porter, of New York, has thrown 
Washington society into shivers by reciting, 
before & company gathered at Secretary 
Whitney’s house, the poem '''Ostler Joe,” 
written by G. R. Sims. The poem deals with 
a woman who forsook her husband and led a 
gay life until her beauty had vanished and her 
Health was gone, when she was received back 
by her husband and buried presumably at his 
expense. The poem may be immoral in 
spirit, but there is nothing indecent about it, 
and the society prudes who were shocked by 
it are the objects of much sympathy. 


A CORRESPONDENT Of the Pittsburgh Dis- 
patch writes to his paper: ‘‘ Ingersoll is the 
kindest-hearted man I ever saw. Riding all 
day with him between Omaha and Chicago I 
saw a little incident that will illustrate this. 
On the, train was a pale, sickly-looking 
woman, with & fretful baby. . The woman 
was in shabby mourning, and was almost 
worn out with the crying and worrying of 
her little one. The passengers were very 
much annoyed, and kept looking around and 
frowning at the woman, who was evidently 
doing her best to quiet the child. Finally 
Mr. Ingersoll, who had been reading, noticed 
it. Getting up, he stepped across to the 
woman and took the babe, telling her to take 
a little rest, and he would take care of the 
child. The little one stopped crying at once, 


OF FREETHOUGHT AND 
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played with his watch and chain awhile, and 
finally nestled its little head down on his arm 
and went to sleep. The tired mother also 
dropped to sleep, and the colonel cared for 
the baby for upward of a hundred miles be- 
fore the mother awakéned and relieved him." 


Tus Methodist Orphan Asylum at Decatur, 
Ga.,is scarcely the beneficent institution it 
ought to be. A dispatch dated February 4th, 
to the Herald of this city, says: The asylum 
furnishes to-day another chapter of brutal 
whipping of its inmates. Arthur Harrison, 
a small boy, it seems has run away several 
times from the institution, as he says, on ac- 
count of bad treatment. Friday he ran away 
and was captured at Atlanta yesterday and 
carried back to the asylum. "This morning 
he was confined in a room in one of the build- 
ings, his clothes taken off, and severely 
whipped. After being whipped he again ran 
away and came to the city, where he made 
known his treatment. Dr. Goldsmith, who 
examined the child’s back, expressed the 
opinion that the boy had been brutally 
whipped. The Orphan's Asylum was founded 
by Sam Jones and has a board of trustees liv- 
ing in Atlanta. 


Nora Perry has written some reminiscences 
of Wendell Phillips, in which she thus illus- 
trates his power as a ''fascinator:" “In the 
old anti-slavery days a Southerner, who was 
visiting Boston, said to a friend that he wanted 
to hear Wendell Phillips, that he had’ heard 
so much about him and his eloquence that he 
was curious to judge for himself. The friend, 
with some misgivings, took the Southerner to 
Fanueil Hall one night when Phillips was to 
hold forth upon his favorit topic. The South- 
erner sat stolidly through it all, not an angry 
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gleam apparent in his face, but looking at the 


orator with a fixed, concentrated attention that 
never wavered. At the end, Boston leaned 
forward and asked: ‘‘ Well, what do you 
think of him ? Of course he must hav offended 
your prejudices; you couldn't agree with what 
he said.’ 'Idon'tcareg-——— what he says. I 
could listen to him all night,’ was the un- 
looked-for response.” 


A very bitter religious fight is being waged 
on Staten Island. Alice Cronin, a domestic 
employed by William Hunter, of Tottenville, 
is the cause of the commotion. Miss Cronin’s 
parents are Catholics, while her employer is a 
Methodist. Last week Alice attended a re- 
vival meeting in St. Paul’s Methodist Epis- 
copal church, in Tottenville, and, under 
religious excitement and the persuasion of a 
companion, was induced to go forward to the 
altar. While there she testified to her con- 
version. When Mrs.Cronin heard of her daugh- 
ter’s act she became furious. She went to 
Captain Hunter’s house and demanded that 
Alice should go back with her at once to 
Perth Amboy and renounce her new found 
faith. Alice firmly refused, and this so en- 
raged Mrs. Cronin that she became violent. 
A policeman was called to take her from the 
house. Mrs. Cronin says she will hav her 
daughter at all hazards. On the other side 
of the question, Tottenville being a strong 
Methodist community, some of the people are 
determined to protect the young girl's right 
of conscience if she desires to remain a Prot- 
estant. The Roman Catholic residents are 
the more incensed, as several other Catholics 
hav recently been converted to Protestantism 
in Tottenville. 'The case will probably come 
before the civil courts during the week. 
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Communications. 


The Museums in the Park. 
WHY THEY SHOULD BE OPENED ON SUNDAY. 
To the Conference Committee of the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art and the Museum of Natural 
History: 


In presenting this petition, signed by more than 


nine thousand citizens of New York, I offer the fol- 
lowing reasons why it should be granted: 
I.—THE PUBLIC DESIRE FOR SUNDAY OPENING. -> 

The petition itself is evidence that the people of 
this city desire the opening of the museums on Sun- 
day. This is clearly evident from the following facts: 
The petition bears the signatures of the representa- 
tive men of this city—those who, from their eminent 
position, come in contact daily with hundreds of their 
fellow-citizens. -Among the signers, I call your atten- 
tion to such men as Roscoe Conkling, the eminent 
jurist and ex-Senator of this state. Also: 

David McAdam, Chief Justice City Court of New York; 
Recorder Frederick Smyth (Court of General Sessions); 
Charles P. Daly, Chief Justice Court of Common Pleas; 
Nathaniel Jarvis, Chief Clerk Court of Common Pleas; 
Maurice J. Power, Judge: ist Police Court; Michael Nor- 
ton, Judge 1st Judicial District Court; Charles M. Clancy, 
Justice 2d District Civil Court; Alfred Steckler, Judge 4th 
Judicial District Court; John Henry McCarthy, Judge 5th 
District Court; G. W. Cregier, Secretary 6th District Police 
Court; F. G. Gedney, Judge 8th District Court; Henry P. 
McGown, Justice 9th Judicial District Court; J. Henry 
Ford, Judge Court of Special Sessions; J. 'T. Kilbreth, 
Judge Court of Special Sessions; Thoms Boese, Chief 
Clerk Superior Court; Randolph B. Martine, District At- 
torney; William N. Penney, Assistant District Attorney; 
Delancey Nicol, Assistant District Attorney; Gunning S. 
Bedford, Assistant District Attorney; Ambrose H. Purdy, 
Assistant District Attorney; Julius Catlin, Jr., "Assistant 
District Attorney; Edward L. Parris, Assistant District At- 
torney; John M. Coman, Chief Clerk District Attorney's 

. Office; John Sparks, Clerk General Sessions; S. B. French 
i (President), Police Commissioner; J. J. Porter, Police Com- 
! missioner; John R. Voorhis, Police Commissioner; E. 
i Duyfous; Thomas W. Byrnes, Police Inspector; William 
H. Kipp, Chief Clerk Police Commissioners; Carl Jussen, 
| Becretary Fire Department; G. F. Britton, Secretary De- 
artment of Charities and Corrections; Rollin M. Squire, 
ommissioner Public Works; D. Lowber Smith, Deputy 
Commissioner Publie Works; John H. Chambers, Registrar 
(Water) Dept. P. W; Joseph Blumenthal, Supt. Bureau of 
ncumbrances; Martin J. Reese, Keeper of Buildings in 
City Hall Park; Adolph L. Sanger, President of the Board 
of Alderman; Jacob Seabold, Deputy Commissioner De- 
partment Street Cleaning; M. J. Morrison, Chief Clerk 
epartment Street Cleaning; Michael Coleman, President 
Department Taxes and Assessments; Alston Culver, Water 
Purveyor Department Public Works; Charles H. Woodman, 
Secretary and Executiv Officer Civil Service Supervisory 
and PUE Board; Ferdinand Levy, Coroner; Am- 
brose Monell, Judge 7th Judicial District Court; William 
Dorsheimer, United States District Attorney; H. A. Gilder- 
sleeve, Judge General Sessions; Congressman Joseph Pul- 
itzer; and others who signed with them. 


In returning the petition sent to him, Judge Nor- 
ton says: 

I herewith return your paper with a few names, together 
with my own, as fully approving the good work that your 
Union is doing in behalf of the great body of workers of our 
city that have been deprived of so many of their rights. 

And I would particularly call your attention to 
this sentiment of Justice Gedney of the 8th District 
Court: 

I am a strong believer in the law of substitution—one 
thing for another; and while men are educating themselves 
by studying works of art and good books, they certainly are 
not occupied in matters which destroy them; but in muse- 
ums and libraries they learn that which elevates them and 
makes them better citizens. We must not blame men who 
lead wicked lives if they know of no other. 

The press is almost unanimous. The Herald has 
printed many columns in favor of the movement, as 
have the Zimes, the World, the News, the Evening 
Post, and scores of the smaller journals have been 
outspoken in favor of the Sunday opening. This in 
itself is the strongest kind of evidence that the public 
desire the Sunday opening. The business men are 
in favor of the same. This is evidenced by the ex- 
pression in the public press of their opinions by the 
best business men of the city, and by their signatures 
to this petition. Upon the petition with Roscoe 
Conkling's name you will find some eight hundred of 
the best men doing business in the city—men who 
have families, who are identified with the city's in- 
terest, and may be supposed to know what is good 
for the municipality. This Sunday opening has been 
asked for officially by the Board of Aldermen, by the 
Park Commissioners, and by the Board of Estimate 
and Apportionment. In addition to these, as I have 
shown you, are nearly all the judges of the city, 
the District Attorney, and all his assistants— gentle- 
men of the highest standing in the legal community 
—the Police Commissioners, and a large portion of 
the most prominent of the city officials. Surely, the 
opinion and prayer of all these must have great 
weight with you. You may safely conclude they 
would not ask for Sunday opening did they not re- 
gard it as of importance to the city’s welfare. 

The workingmen desire it, and have expressed the 
desire by numerous resolutions and signatures. I have 
received from the Central Labor Union an official 
resolution of which the following is a copy: 


Wnxnzas, It being a standing complaint that the working 


population do not show sufficient interest in matters of re- 
finement and culture; and $ 

Wuersas, It being impossible for workingmen and women 
to visit the public places established for the purpose of fur- 
nishing all with the means by which their knowledge and 
appreciation of such things may be increased, largely be- 
cause on the only days when the working people have the op- 
portunity for such diversion and improvement the libraries, 
museums, and art gallleres are closed; and f 

Wuerzas, The working people have to contribute the large 
share toward the maintenance of these public institutions; 
therefore, be it 

-Hesolved, That we, as representatives of many thousands 
of these unpriviledged men and women, hereby demand that 
all public libraries, museums, and art galleries be kept open 
on Sundays and holidays. - 

The Central Labor Union is the official represent- 
ativ of 121 workingmen’s organizations, numbering 
some 50,000 workmen. In addition to this are the 
resolutions of similar purport passed by the Labor 
Lyceum, the Furriers’ Union, the Furniture Makers’ 
Union, the Engineer Hoisters, the Cabinet Makers’ 
Union, Father Mathews Society, and others. 

Upon one petition, which I present to-day for your 
consideration, you will find the names of about one 
thousand piano makers, employers as well as em- 
ployees, among them Chas. H. Steinway,Felip Kramer, 
N. Stetson, Hazelton Brothers, Horace’ Waters, Otto 
Koch, Messrs. Sohmer & Co., Henry C. Becker, 
Henry Betz, A. Weber & Co., J. & C. Fisher, Haines 
Brothers, Kranich & Bach, and others. -Indeed, the 
whole piano trade is fully represented, and they ask 
as a unit for Sunday opening. But I will not weary. 
you with pointing out in detail the quality of this 
petition. Taken as a whole, it is indisputable evi- 
dence that the people of this city desire Sunday 
opening. There is, however, one thing I would im- 
press upon you—that no elaborate effort has been made 
to secure signers; no money has been spent except 
for printing and distribution; no canvassers have 
been employed. A much larger number of names 
might have been secured by this means, if thought 
desirable. The object of those who circulated the 
petition has, however, been accomplished—namely, 
the obtaining of undeniable proof that the inhabit- 
ants of this city desire the opening of the museums 
on Sunday. 

Perhaps, however, I may be allowed to state that 
many clergymen, like Heber Newton, Robert Collyer, 
Theodore Williams, George Rainsford, and others, 
have signed this petition, and spoken from their pul- 
pits in favor of Sunday opening of the museums. And 
I would remind you also of the petition you have on 
file, presented some two years ago, signed by 12,000 
of our German citizens. This should not be lost 
sight of. The evidence, I think you will admit, is 
overwhelming of a very great desire on the part of 
the people of this city that the institutions under 
your care shall be opened to the publie on Sunday. 


'IL— THE JUSTICE OF THE PETITION. 


The next point for your consideration is the simple 
justice of what these petitioners desire. If the mu- 
seums were private institutions sustained by private 
donations, we should have no right to present this 
petition. But these are semi-publie institutions, sus- 
tained principally from the publie treasury. "Those 
who have signed the petition have contributed toward 
the support of these institutions, therefore, they are 
part owners of these institutions, and they have a 


‘right to ask for themselves the largest benefit from 


these institutions. 

The city has contracted on account of these mu- 
seums a debt of nearly one million dollars ($958,000). 
You have received the buildings and the land. The 
city also contributes $30,000 per year for running 
expenses, and to this must be added the $54,530 for 
interest on museum stock, making a total of $84,530 
which the museums cost the taxpayers of the city 
every year. I would like to call your attention to 
this a little more in detail, for the benefit of some of 
you, who perhaps have not thought upon the matter 
very closely. A statement has been made recently 
by the honorable president of the American Museum 
of Natural History that that institution had received 
up to January 1, 1885, only $110,722.99 from the 
city as against $320,115.19 from other sources. Now, 
if you will bear with me à moment, I will show how 
that in this statement justice is scarcely done to the 
city. As no doubt you are aware, the issue of stock 
on account of these museums is in three issues (due 
in 1903): 


Principal. Interest. 
At 4 per cent.................. $2,000.00 $80.00 
AED a MERC 291,000.00 14,550.00 
AGG. € aesir avies 665,000.00 39,900.00 
Total............. $958,000.00 $54,530.00 


Saying nothing of the value of the land, this shows 
you that, as I have said, New York is now paying in- 
terest on $958,000 worth of bonds, representing 
money given to the Metropolitan Museum of Art and 
the American Museum of Natural History. I do not 
know precisely how this has been divided between 
the two, but as the Metropolitan Museum received one 
year $162,500 for enlarging the building, I have pre- 


sumed, for the sake of the argument, that the Natural 


‘| History Museum has received that much less than the 


Metropolitan Museum. Taking the $162,500 from 
the $958,000 given to both leaves $795,500 divided 
equally. This would givethe Museum of Natural His- ^ 
tory $397,750. Add to this the $110,722.99 which 
is acknowledged having been received from the city up 
to January 1, 1885, and we have $508,472.99, against 
$320,115.19 received from all other sources. . It will 
be seen, therefore, that instead of the city having 
paid but a little more than one-quarter of the ex- 
pense of the Museum of Natural History, it has paid 
nearly two-thirds of the total expense of building and 
running the museum. . 

Of course, if the Metropolitan Museum of Art has 
received more than $162,500 in excess of what the 
Museum of Natural History has received, my figures 
must be changed by that excess. But I trust it is 
sufficiently plain that the honorable president of the 


Museum of Natural History misled—unintentionally, . 


of course—the public upon this point. Again, as to the 
support of the Museum of Natural History, the hon- 
orable president divides that as follows: 


"T lié GUY eo eecee teer eee ene ee ette blat $15,000 
Subscription of members........................ 4,000 
Paid by trustees...........sssess seen 6,000 

TOt stokes eos Dine: $25,000 


This showing is, of course, accurate. By it we see, 
however, at once that the city pays three-fifths of the 
running expenses of the Museum of Natural History. 
Surely, that entitles the citizens to the benefit of the 
institution. And onthe total cost of maintaining both 
museums, the city pays $84,530.00, as against some 
$20,000 paid by members and the trustees. 

Further, the Legislature of 1884 and 1885 author- 
ized the city to issue bonds for nearly a quarter of a 
million of dollars more. These bonds have not yet 
been sold, owing to the low rate of interest guaran- 
teed,and itis probable that the rate may be increased. 
If so, and these bonds are marketed, the city will have 
to pay annually several thousands of dollars more for 
the support of the museums. i 

I submit it to you if this does not entitle the tax-pay- 
ers, as a matter of simple justice, to the opportunity to 
visit these institutions on the one only day when a very 
large proportion of them can find the time. The an- 
nual public outlay upon these institutiońs is very 
large, and the people should hav adequate return. 
Every citizen has certain rights which cannot be 
ignored. Those who sign this petition are asking 
for a right, not for privilege. They have paid their 
money, they havean ownership in the museums. 
refuse to grant their petition is an injustice; it is a 
denial to the tax-payers of the utmost return for 
what they are compelled to pay into the public treas- 
ury. In many cases there is noreturn at all, for there 
are thousands out of whose hard earnings the treas- 
ury is supplied who can visit the museums only 
on Sunday. Unless there is a mighty reason found 
in public policy for the closing of the museums on 
Sunday, then they should be open. There is no 
other course to pursue. l 

IIL—PUBLIO GOOD. 

I would also give as further reason for the opening 
of the museums on Sunday, that it is à publie good. 
It is for the benefit of the whole community, and not 
for the injury of any. The rights of no one are in- 
fringed, the happiness of no one is disturbed. "Those 
who wish to enjoy the museums can do so; those 
who do not can otherwise spend the day. This isa 
solely humanitarian question, a question of human 
relations and human welfare, and therefore, the only 
standard by which we can decide in that of public 
virtue. 

That which enlarges the mind, that which cultivates 
the sense of beauty, that which ennobles human his- 
tory, that which relieves from weariness and drudgery, 
that which gives innocent pleasure, that which en- 
tertains and instructs, that which brings people to- 
gether, that which emphasizes and illuminates the 
highest part of our being—that is for the good of 
humanity on all days. No day can be set apart for 
anything higher than that. The museums do this on 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays ; they 
wil do this on Sunday also, and with greater effect, 
for there will be greater numbers upon whom these 
fine influences can work. 

Those who go to the museums on Sunday will not 
go to immoral places of amusement, as perhaps they 
now do; but whether the visitors to the museums on 
Sunday come from the church or from the indiffer- 
ent class who go to neither, or from the crowded 
tenement house, or the luxurious home, they will re- 
ceive only that which is for mental and moral improve- 
ment. Every argument for the -xistence of a 
museum at all, for its opening on any day, is an 
argument for Sunday opening. 

That which is benign, beautiful, instructive, and 
ennobling on Saturday is equally so on Sunday. The 
laws of Nature do not change on Sunday, neither do 
the laws of human welfare and progress. If it is not 


public policy to open these museums on Sunday, . 


then it certainly is not public policy to open them at all. 
IV.—IT WILL BENEFIT THE MUSEUMS. i 
Let me further say, what I think you will all 
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acknowledge, that Sunday opening will be of in- 
calculable benefit to the museums themselves. It is 
our earnest wish that you have more multiplied in- 
strumentalities, so that these museums in every re- 
spect may be equal to the best in the world. In 
order, however, to accomplish this you must create a 
vast popular interest. The people must know what 
you are doing. In order to be interested in the 
works of art, the people must see them as often as 
possible. The taste is cultivated by the vision, as 
Rousseau says. There must be the amplest oppor- 
tunity for observation. There are multitudes in our 
city who know scarcely anything about the museums, 
because they have never visited them. They can only 
visit them on Sunday. Many of them come to the 
park on Sunday, but the doors of the museums are 
closed against them ; they do not know what is within 
their walls. Under these circumstances how can you 
expect a lively interest in the welfare of these insti- 
tutions? I speak not only of the working people of 
this city, but of the prosperous business men also. 
You know the enormous demands of trade; the busi- 
ness man has no leisure, however cultivated his taste, 
io visit the museum on week days. Not seeing 
them, only reading about them, his interest, which is 
simply that of his judgment, will flag. Let him 
visit the museums, let him become personally inter- 
ested in its treasures because he looks upon them 
with his own eyes, and his interest will become en- 
thusiasm, and his benefactions will flow to your sup- 
port. With this thorough acquaintanceship among 
all the people of this city with your admirable under- 
. taking, do you not see immensely improved capabili- 
ties for excellence? The city will cheerfully give of 
its funds when millions are the appreciative recipients 
of your labors, and the benefactions of the wealthy 
will largely increase. Then will there be a demand 
which cannot be refused for larger and better means 
for your enterprise. You must build these museums, 
I say, in the life, the affection, and the taste of the 
whole people. 

The population of this city needs education in art. 
There is nothing so stimulating as art, there is noth- 
ing which so relieves the drudgery of toil. The peo- 
ple need the museums, and the museums need the 
people; they need the interest of the people, they 
need the knowledge of the people. How can this 
knowledge be acquired? Art cannot be told; in 
order to appreciate Art one must come and see. 

Sunday is the supreme day for thus receiving this 
personal knowledge. Itis the rest-day, the joy-day 
of the week. No other day is like it, no other day 
can be like it. It has been consecrated. by human 
history to the ennoblement of man—of man as a 
worker. The fundamental use of the day from the 
very beginning is physical recreation. It is for the 
cessation of labor in order that labor may be a dignity 
and a joy. 

No other day can have such wealth of leisure, be so 
free from anxiety. It is the day above all days for 
art, and music, and poetry. It is the day above all 
. days when the museums can be brought into most 
fruitful contact with the people, when they can exert 
their greatest influence. If you have the interest of 
the museums at heart, how can you refuse the 
golden opportunity of the Sunday for the making of 
those conditions whereby you benefit millions of peo- 
ple, and whereby these millions return to you almost 
unbcunded means of growth. f 

The publie treasury and the private purse will not 
be stinted in their supplies, if you thus completely 
fulfil the demands of justice and publie policy, for 
Sunday opening. 

The reasons I have thus given—namely, the desire 
of the people—the justice and the wise public policy 
of it, and the incalculable benefit which must result 
to the museums by so doing—these reasons, I think, 
are simply overwhelming unless some valid objections 
exist. Allow me to state the objections which have 
been made, and which, it seems to me, have no weight 
when fairly considered. 

V.—NO BREACH OF CONTRACT. 

It is said that it would be a breach of contract to 
open the museums on Sunday. To this I say that if 
there were such a contract it should be changed, for 
it is a limitation of the rights of the tax-payers of the 
city. A new contract should be made on the basis 
of the equal claims of all. There is, however, no such 
contract. Sundays are excepted by the contract, but 
an exception is not a prohibition. You are not com- 
pelled to open the museums on Sundays as you are 
on some other days, neither are you compelled to 
shut the doors. Plainly the matter is left to your 
own discretion. If the city had the power to open 
on Sunday we should not bring this petition to you; 
there would be no need of it. By the terms of the 
contract we are obliged to appeal to your good sense 
in the matter, and this we have done. If we can give 
reasons sufficient to convince your minds that Sun- 
day opening is wise, you can do as you think wise to 
do; the contract does not say nay. It prevents com- 
pulsion, and leaves you to a voluntary act. The 
evenings are excepted as well as Sunday, and even- 
ing opening is suggested by your president to take 
the place of Sunday opening; but if the contract does 


not forbid evening opening, how can it forbid Sunday 
opening? -Is not one as well as the other entirely 
within your choice? For good and sufficient reason 
you ean open on evenings, for good and sufficient 
reason you can also open on Sunday. This, it seems 
to me, is the only interpretation that can be made of 
the contract. 

Itis said that many donations have been made to 
the museums with the implied, though not expressed, 
understanding thàt they should be closed on Sunday. 

The museums, I affirm, should not accept gifts with 
such conditions attached. The people of New York 
have contributed the land and the buildings, and large 
appropriations from year to year, and they have rights 
in this matter which should be strictly regarded 
along with the rights of donors. The donors cannot 
claim that because they have given something to the 
museums, therefore, the museum buildings should be 
shut. They have not given the building, and have no 
control over that. If they still have some sort of 
control over their gifts, they can either take them 
away, or refuse to have them exhibited at the Sunday 
opening. If they ought not to be exposed on Sun- 
day, they ought not to be exposed.on any other day. 
If it hurts the feelings of the donors to have them ex- 
hibited on Sunday, they can be covered up, or placed 
in a room by themselves, which can be kept locked 
and guarded on the forbidden day. Thisis the only 
just way to settle the matter, if the gifts are not full 
and free gifts to the people, and are not to be used 
for the greatest good of the greatest number. 

VI.— THE EXPENSE. 

Again, it is objected that the additional expense is 
a very great difficulty in the way of Sunday opening. 
The additional expense of Sunday opening would not, 
however, be any greater than that of evening open- 
ing. I think that to open one or two evenings in the 
week, with the cost of electric lights, etc., would be 
far more expensive than Sunday opening, without 
giving by any means the same satisfaction. 

Sunday opening, as I have shown, will create far 
more interest among the people—not only among the 
working people, but business and wealthy people— 
and you will receive a far larger amount of private 
donations, besides a more cheerful giving from the 
city itself. I am satisfied that if you will simply de- 
clare by resolution that the additional expense is the 
only difficulty in the way of Sunday opening, that 
difficulty will be very easily overcome. 


VIL—THÉ HALF—HOLIDAY MOVEMENT. 

Again, it is objected that Sunday opening would 
weaken the movement in favor of the Saturday half- 
holiday. I do not see how it could do so. But 
even if it did, that fact would not make less impera- 
tive the reasons for Sunday opening already stated. 

These reasons stand of themselves. 'The reasons 
also for the Saturday half-holiday are just as strong, 
whether the museums are open or shut on Sunday. 
The right use of Sunday is one question, and the 
right use of Saturday is another. 'The movement in 
favor of the Saturday half-holiday is based upon its 
relation to other working days, and not upon its re- 
lation to Sunday. 

It might as well be urged that Fourth of July, or 
Decoration Day, would be less observed on account 
of Sunday opening as that the Saturday half-holiday 
would be less desirable, or that the interest in 1t 
would be less strong for the same reason. We may 
safely assume that what makes the Sunday more 
benefieial to labor wil have the same influence for 
Saturday. There is no antagonism between a cheer- 
ful Sunday and a cheerful Saturday. 

In this connection, let me refer to the proposition 
made that on week-day evenings and Saturday half- 
holidays the working people can visit the museums, 
and that this obviates thenecessity for Sunday opening. 
It strikes me that the working people cannot visit the 
museums with any great satisfaction or profit on 
week-day evenings. They have to labor until six 
o'clock, then travel, many of them, two or three miles 
to their homes, eat their suppers, and dress, and they 


| cannot reach the museums until eight or nine o'clock. 


and they reach them with jaded bodies and minds. 
The same objection lies against any large benefit to 
be derived from visiting the museums on the Satur- 
day half-holiday. The working people are at their task 
until twelve or one o'clock. They cannot go home, 
dress, and reach the museums until two or three o'clock. 
The museums close half an hour before sunset. At 
the utmost, they have only an hour or two on Satur- 
day for visiting the museums, while on Sunday they 
can have several hours, and with them the strength 
and freshness of theday. The very heart and core of 
the day can be given to Sunday visiting, while on 
other days it is only “ the ragged edges” that they 
can use. 

The wealth of art, the treasures of science, the 
wonderful lessons of human history, cannot be re- 
ceived.in any such hurried manner. Art, as the poet 
says, is long; it requires leisure, study, and contem- 
plation and meditation. There must be a thorough 
assimilation into the mental system of all that one 
looks upon. 

This requires time and attention, the choicest mo- 
ments of the mind and body. ‘ 


Even, however, if the week-day evenings and Sat- 
urday half-holiday could be made thoroughly bene- 
ficial for museum visiting, the Sunday problem is not 
solved. The day still remains a day of leisure to be 
filled up with something. Thousands of people will 
not go to church, and you cannot compel them to 
go. Will you have these working people stay in their 
homes? 

In winter they cannot go forth and enjoy nature— 
will you forbid them the pleasures of art? 

The working people must do something on Sunday. 
They will not stay at home, they will not go to church. 
They must go somewhere. They ask for bread; will 
you give them a stone—the closed and barred doors 
of this building which they themselves have helped 
to build, in which you imprison the angels of human 
good, which might do incalculable service to the toil- 
ing millions of this city? You push men from these 
doors. Where do they go? Frequently to immoral 
places. Are you ready to assume this responsibility? 

It is affirmed that the working people do not desire 
Sunday opening. This petition is absolute proof to 
the contrary, and the assertion needs no further an- 
swer. 

VIII.— ENGLISH OPINION. 

The opinions of English working people and Eng- 
lish newspapers and politicians have been quoted for 
our instruction. To this I reply that they can decide 
for themselves and we must decide for ourselves, ac- 
cording to the different circumstances in which we 
are placed—as we did in the days of the Revolution. 
If we had followed the no doubt honest convictions 
of English working people and English newspapers 
and politicians, the battle of Lexington would never 
have been fought, and the stars and stripes would 
never have floated. Then, as now, the fact that a 
thing is “ so English, you know,” is not a conclusive 
argument in its favor. However, the English work- 
ing people are not a unit on this question, and there 
are facts to show that many of them do favor Sunday 
opening. I quote the following from the London 
Truth: 

The Manchester Art Gallery was last Sunday thrown open 
to the public free of charge, and over twelve thousand artisans 
availed themselves of the opportunity of visiting it. These 
numbers speak for themselves, and prove strongly that the 
working people are only too glad to improve their minds 
when the chance is given them on a day on which they have 
a few hours to call their own. 

I am perfectly willing to follow our English cous- 
ins in such an experiment as this. Throw open the 
doors, and see if the working-people will not enter. 
There is no surer way of discovering their wishes. 

' IX.—THE “ REST-DAY” ARGUMENT. 

Again, it is objected that Sunday opening will de-. 
stroy the Sunday as a ''rest-day," and make it a 
working day. I afirm that the tendency would be 
exactly opposite and would make it more impossible 
for the Sunday ever to become a day of labor. The 
more beautiful you make the Sunday, the more 
attractive, the more noble and varied in its pleasures 
and instructions, the more difficult it wil be to 
change its character, the less danger there is that 
greedy employers will ever have the power to trans- 
fer it from its present position to the days of toil. 
I do not object to calling the Sunday a “ rest-day." 
T prefer to call it a joy-day; but rest in the true sense 
of the term is joy. It is not lassitude, it is not doing 
nothing at all, it is not mere sleep, it is change of 
activity. In this sense the Sunday is a ‘‘rest-day,” 
and in this sense the people will always preserve it 
as a rest-day. 

It is affirmed in President Jesup's pamphlet that 
“going to museums, poring over books, amusements 
of every sort, improving the mind, are equally per- 
nicious as hard work.” If this is so, then in the 
same breath we must affirm that going to church and 
listening to sermons and prayers is equally as per- 
nicious as hard work. 

If you shut up the museums for the sake of rest, 
then shut up the churches also ; lock the doors, stay 
at home, sleep all day long. Is this the rest that is 
needed? Of course not. Man is so constituted that 
he must be active. Inaction is not rest, and no one 
argues in favor of a completely inactive Sunday. It 
is action to go to church, to Sunday-school, to the 
Bible-class, to the prayer-meeting ; to those who like 
it, it is rest; to those who do not, it is the hardest 
kind of labor, and Monday's toil is a relief from i15 
weariness. If you insist upon absolute rest, then 
shut up the churches with the museums. It requires 
as much intelectual labor to attend religious services 
as to read in a library, or go through a museum. I 
do not think that any of you would argue in favor of 
those who go to church to sleep; you believe in 
listening to the sermon, no matter how knotty the 
point with which it deals, and exercising the mind by 
following its thought. 

The church, therefore, by its very nature opposes 
itself to absolute rest. If you make an exception to 
absolute rest in favor of church-going, by what 
authority do you there draw the lme? Ifyou say 
that some kinds of activity are restful, I assert that 
others are equally so, and that a rest-day, therefore, 
is’a day of action, and it is for each man to decide 
what, kind of action contains for him the most rest. 
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You cannot object to the opening of museums on the 
ground that to do so would break the perfect rest of 
Sunday, for the same argument would bolt and bar 
every church-door in the land. 

There are secular rest-days as well as religious 
rest-days. A secular rest-day is not necessarily a 
working day. The Fourth of July is a secular day, 
but it is not a working day, and never will be. So 
far as the state is concerned, the Sunday is a secular 
rest-day, that is, a rest-day for the benefit of the peo- 
ple here and now. There should be as much rest on 
Sunday as is compatible with civilization; but men 
must still think; they must go from place to place; 
there cannot be a complete cessation of work, but 
there must be an opportunity for change of mental 
and physical activity, and that culture afforded 
by which one can realize that he belongs to human- 
ity, however humble his toil, and that the greatest 
achievements of humanity in art, and science, and his- 
tory are for his benefit and ennoble him with every 
other. 

X.——SUNDAY OPENING WILL DIMINISH VICE. 

Again, it is said that the demand for Sunday 
opening of the museums will be followed by a de- 
mand for opening of theaters, saloons, etc. To this 
I reply that the museums are entirely different from 
the theaters and saloons in their relations to society, 
in the reason of their being, and in the desires which 
they gratify. The theaters and saloons are private 
affairs, and we can make no demand upon them; we have 
no claims upon them; the proprietors can run them 
for their own benefit provided they obey the regula- 
tions of the muncipality. Ifthe theaters and saloons 
were supported by public funds, we should certainly 
demand that they be used for the public good; but 
as they are not, we have not the slightest demand to 
make upon them; in the very nature of their rela- 
tions to society no demand can be made upon them. 

The museums are public institutions, supported 
by public funds, and for that reason we make this 
demand, and for the reason that they are one of the 
greatest instrumentalities that can be brought into 
play to lessen the number of those who go to unlaw- 
ful places. We ask for opening of the institutions 
under your care for the very purpose of diminishing 
the custom of those places which are open every 
Sunday, thousands. of them throughout the city, in 
spite of the law, and it is to aid law and public 
virtue that we ask for your assistance. Are you not 
convinced in your own minds, if these museums 
are open on Sunday, and twelve or fifteen thousand 
visit them, or twenty-five thousand, or one hundred 
thousand, as we hope will some day come, that 
thereby you have taken a vast number from the city 
slums? The influences here are altogether elevating, 
and the museums will be the most potent enemy of im- 
moral resorts. Will you refuse with such a noble 
power in your hands to be the ally of this community 
in its struggle with gigantic vices ? - 

It is admitted that Sunday opening is harmless in 
itself—so says Archbishop Corrigan, so says Bishop 
Doane, so says the New York Sabbath Committee. 
It is objected, however, that it produces evil. This 
objection cannot be maintained; the very moment 
one admits the essential harmlessness of Sunday 
opening he surrenders everything; there can no 
longer be a particle of valid opposition. What is 
harmless in itself must be harmless in its results; 
it can be nothing else. If evil comes, it must come 
from other sources. What underlies this objection? 
It is the assumption that the people of New York 
cannot govern themselves; that they are unfit to 
have an innocent pleasure. Such an objection is an 
arraignment of the virtue and intelligence of the peo- 
ple of this city; it is saying to them, You are so des- 
perately wicked that art and science cannot open to 
you their treasure-houses on Sunday. 

It is impossible to decide as to the right or wrong 
of anything if we allow ourselves to go beyond the 
essential character and regard the thousand possible 
consequences which might arise because of the evil 
in the world. Of course, we must study conse- 
quences, but only natural consequences, those which 
result from the thing itself. You have a right to 
consider the natural consequences of the Sunday 
opening of the museums, but not what might be 
done in regard to other things for different reasons. 
One thing might follow another without any possible 
relation of effect to cause. 

XI.—THE DESIGN OF THIS PETITION.. 

It has been stated by some that there is an ulterior 
design in the presentation of this petition, that there 
is a subtle conspiracy to use this petition as a means 
toan end. This I deny. The petition stands for 
itself and nothing more. The thousands who sign it 
have differing opinionsand purposes upon many other 
subjects, but this makes no argument for or against 
the petition; that stands upon its own merits and 
appeals to you with its own reasons. In considering 
it you have no right to surmise other purposes and 
opinions on other things that have no connection with 
this. I have argued this question on grounds com- 
mon to all. I believe that you will have the wisdom 
to take up and decide simply the question before 
you, the question of opening the museums on Sun- 


day. Neither my opinions nor the opinions of the 
petitioners on other subjects are before you for ap- 
proval or condemnation. Citizens of every variety of 
belief, of the widest divergence of thought, have 
united in this prayer to you, which is for the universal 
good. 

XIL—THE EXPERIMENT SHOULD BE MADE. 

I think I have answered all the objections fairly, 
and none of them when analyzed seems to have the 
slightest weight; and the reasons I have presented, 
appealing to your judgment and to your desire for 
the welfare of the community, and the increased ex- 
cellence of the institutions under your care, are too 
powerful to be refused. I do notask you to com- 
mit yourself to a permanent policy, but simply to 
make an experiment; there is no other way to reach 
the real truth of the matter. The experiment has 
been tried in other cities with eminent success; 
certainly there is no danger where others have 
shown the way with such hopeful results. I ask 
you to try the experiment for a year. You hold in 
your hands a great instrumentality for the benefit of 
this people; you can bring light where now there is 
darkness; youcan give knowledge where now there is 
ignorance; you can make noble impulse to put into 
the place of degrading influence; you can give joy to 
labor. What you choose to do will be widely and 
deeply felt. 

In view of what is possible to be accomplished by 
revealing these treasures of art to those thousands 
who have not seen them— who cannot see them, ex- 
cept on Sunday—are you not willing to make the ex- 
periment? SawuzL P. Pornam. 
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The Liberal Club. 


Last Friday was a great day for labor. The car- 
drivers won a strike, and in the evening when the 
man with the badge-pin strolled over toward the 
German Masonic Temple he observed that they were 
in a jubilant frame of mind. The horses had had a 
good long rest, and went up and down the street 
a-kiting, their harnesses ornamented with little 
sample American flags, stuck through the rings on 
the hames; and up over the drivers’ heads a broom, 
displayed, suggested a clean sweep. The 402d 
regular meeting of the Manhattan Liberal Club was 
held at the usual place, and whenever any of the 
speakers desired to get a round of applause an allu- 
sion to the car-drivers' strike and the power of organ- 
ized labor was all that was necessary to that end. 

After the secretary had discoursed the minutes of 
the previous meeting according to the rules of the 
Delsarte school of expression, Mr. Wakeman directed 
the notice of his hearers to the new book on thetable, 
namely, “The Order of Creation,” published at Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER office. The chairman also spoke of 
the deep interest which attaches to the remarkable 
journey of the prophet Jonah, as illustrated in this 
pa Then the speaker of the evening, Mr. C. A. 

ashburn, of Morristown, N. J., was introduced. 
Mr. Washburn is patriarchal in appearance and 
somewhat infirm of step. He is a brother to the 
‘Washburn who was United States minister to France. 
“Graduated Taxation—the Land to Pay All the 


Costs of Government,” was the speaker’s theme. He 


said there was tillable land enough to giv every 
family in the country a farm of one hundred acres; 
and workingmen ought to own farms instead of pay- 
ing rent. It was natural for the young man and 
woman to mate and set up housekeeping, but the 
precariousness of life under the rent system dis- 
couraged them. The system of taxation which Mr. 
Washburn proposed would tax only land, and land 
would be taxed the same whether it had buildings on 
it or not. This would incite people to either build 
or get rid of their land, and then large owners must 
unload. The graduation he suggested would in- 
crease the rate of taxation one-tenth of one per cent 
for each additional ten acres acquired by land own- 
ers. This was the central idea of the lecturer, and 
his discourse was devoted to its elaboration and to 
argument in its support. Mr. Washburn is not a good 
reader and showed unfamiliarity with his manuscript. 
'The sentences that he got through successfully, with- 
out a mistake or repetition, were the exceptions, and 
these exceptions were heartily applauded by those 
who were watching the struggle. It was uphill 
business all through. One listener would drop 
asleep, another would read, and another still would 
take out his watch and wind it up in à dreamy 
and absent-minded way. The lecture was replete 
with Biblical illustrations, involving Cain and Abel 
and Ahab and Naboth; and the last part was very 
much like the first. It was entertaining to those 
who took that view of it. 

The president said he had heard a good deal more 
brilliant addresses from the Liberal Club platform 
than this had been; but in real, practical worth it 
was unexcelled. Mr. Wakeman divulged that he was 
himself something of an agriculturist. He owned a 
farm up in Connecticut, some forty miles from New 
York, where in summer time he communed with 
Mother Nature through the instrumentality of a 
garden rake. He pictured the life of a farmer in 


| eloquent words. In the spring he turned up the soil 


and introduced the fecund seed; later on he hoed his 
oats with the glittering tedder; and then, when fall 
came, with his good right hand he dug the golden 
pumpkin from its earthy bed, cut it up with a shovel, 
and fed it to the lowing kine. With what pride 
does the New England farmer drive to the barn with 
his load of rustling corn! With what precision does 
he knock down a post going through the bars, and 
with what unchanging regularity does he get stuck 
trying to drive into the barn floor! Then, again, 
there are the evenings spent in reading the patent in- 
sides of the county Prevaricator, or discussing the 
question whether corn should be hilled up or not at 
the first hoeing. Every one having an income suf- 
ficient to afford it should be a farmer. 

Robert Blizzard took a less roseate view of the 
granger’s life. He had lived on a farm himself when 
he was young, and he would be damned if he wanted 
any more of it. He had to get up before it was 
early in the morning, and work until after it was late, 
to make four acres and a half support a family of 
eleven. Reforms were not .to be brought about by 
putting men on farms, but by the Knights of Labor 
and boycotting. 

Lawyer Searing reproved Mr. Blissert for some of 
his expressions. Mr. Washburn, the speaker thought, 
belonged to a previous generation, and was not 
abreast of the rushing present. As for farming, Mr. 
Searing had been a farmer too himself. He had also 
been a mechanic, and he desired to testify that the 
farmer worked harder and more hours, and got less 
return for it, than any other workman. 

Madame Delescluze gave a history of civilization, 
brief but as comprehensiv as could be expected under 
the circumstances, and told how in various in- 
stances liberty had been achieved by the “ destruc- 
tionists,” as the Socialists and Communists were 
called. The popular conception of a Socialist was 
an idiot with a torch, bent on destruction. This was 
erroneous. Socialists were not all idiots. There 
were exceptions. 

Dr. Weeks followed, but before he could get under 
way the heft of the audience went home, and probably 
will never know, until their eye falls on this with a 
dull thud, that they missed the best speech of the 
evening, as the writer learns from the secretary. 
` Mr. Langerfeld, it is further recorded by the sec- 
retary, followed Dr. Weeks, and then, by request, 
Mr. Wakeman, in behalf of the lecturer, replied to 
the criticism. 

The man with the badge-pin, as he sailed serenely 
and leisurely home, pondered upon the things which 
he had heard, and made to himself a great speech. 
He has spoken to others on the subject, and finds it 
an almost universal fact that a person can make a 
better speech to himself than he can to an audience. 
It is unknown how many weighty problems hav been 
solved in this way. It is not given to us all, respon- 
siv to the public call, to win forensic glory, but, with 
a badge-pin on our vest, we can assemble with the 
rest, and hear the oratory. "Tis ours to catch the 
burning thought in words of wisdom to us brought, 
and quite the proper caper to hear what all the 
speakers say, then write it out another day, and put 
it in the paper. 

At the next meeting, Mr. Remsburg, of Kansas, 
will address the club, and an interesting meeting is 
assured. As Mr. Wakeman says, Mr. Remsburg 
never speaks in vain, nor do his hearers listen in vain. 
On the 19th, Dr. J. N. Beegle speaks on “ Hydro- 
phobia: an Inquiry and Theory as to its Origin ;” 
and on the 26th, “ The Iniquities of Modern Journal- 
ism,” will be discussed by Augustus A. Levey: 

oo 


Socialism Alleged to be Atheistic. 

From a sermon by the Rev. Edwin Brown, of Providence, R. I. 

Socialism, as a political and industrial system, 
whether of the state or Anarchist type, is avowedly 
antichristian and largely Atheistic. This is affirmed, 
not now to condemn Socialism, but only to character- 
ize it. This is not said as characterizing all who call 
themselvs Socialists. But in the sense in which we 
hav heretofore defined Socialism this statement is 
true of Socialism in its philosophic basis, in its pre- 
dominate tone, and as judged by the utterances and 
the practices of its recognized leaders. Socialism re- 
gards the church as the French Revolutionists re- 
garded it—an instrument for the oppression of the 
masses, for the soothing of conscience, for the lull- 
ing into quietude of all manly discontent; a thing so 
entangled with these institutions which democracy 
assails that it is compelled * to reject the equality 
which it professes to love, and to curse, as a foe, that 
cause of liberty which it might hallo*/ by its alliance.” 
* We want no church,” cries the sypical Socialist. 
Down with the church! Away with Christianity! 
The priests, the preachers, are worse than drones in 
society. They are deceivers. They are oppressors. 
They are the allies of the money tyrants who are 
growing fat upon the blood and toil of the poor. 
They are the hired defenders of the accursed system 
of wages slavery! Ata large religious conference in 
Berlin, Dr. Rocholl, of Cologne, in a paper on 
* What Does the Social Democracy Preach to the 
Church?” said: “Social Democracy is irreligious; it 
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- wants to abolish God, and to retain Christ only as enako which is the method of harmony—an im- 


- -the first Social Democrat.” No Socialist leader has 
contradicted this statement. In a discussion in Ber- 
lin between Christian Socialists and Social Democrats, 
one of the latter, now a noisy propagandist in Amer- 
ica, said: “ The Social Democracy will not recede; it 
will pursue its course and accomplish its design, even 
though all priestdom should rise against it, like a 
cloud of locusts thick enough to darken the sun. The 
Social Democracy knows that the days of Christianity 
are numbered, and that the time is not far distant 
when we shall say to its priests, ‘Settle your account 
with heaven, for your hour is come’” A woman 
speaker said: “My religion is Socialism, and it alone 
is truth, morality, justice, and brotherhood. Down 
with the priests of every robe and every hue. The 
first reform to be accomplished is to change all 
churches into good habitations for workingmen.” 
There is no mistaking the meaning of this language. 
This is unmistakable hostility. This is the attitude 
toward the church of large numbers of workingmen 
` in Europe, and of no insignificant number in America. 
— 9-9 ——— — —— 
Anarehy and Pantarchy. 
From Liberty. 

The article of J. Wm. Lloyd in Liberty of Decem- 
ber 26th is so strikingly clear in its discrimination, so 
strong in its conclusions, and so fairly open to 
counter-statement when wrong, that I am tempted to 
say a word from my own point of view. The expres- 
sions that I wish to criticise are these: 

And this question of human right must be studied from 
the standpoint of the individual, Nature having made no col- 
lectiv reason to attend to the needs of humanity, but only 
individual reasons to the needs of individuals. And this is 
the true staudpoint from which to study the needs of human- 
ity. Those reformers who hav endeavored to legislate for 
the individual from the standpoint of humanity hav usually 
only succeeded by their jack-o’-lanterns in leading him into 
deeper swamps, from which he must extricate himself as best 
‘he may. But no reformer ever secured justice for any single 
man without benefiting all men for all time. The simple 
truth is grander than the most glorious error. But there is 
no real conflict here. From a philosophical elevation the 
needs of the individual and of the race are seen to be identi- 
cal. Why, then, is it not as well to take humanity for a 
starting-point as to take the individual? Because the only 
way to adequately understand the needs of the whole is to 
understand the needs of the parts. 

That Nature has made no collectiv reason to attend 
to the needs of all humanity, but only individual rea- 
sons to attend to the needs of individuals, is a state- 
ment that may be permitted to stand, in its first 
branch as to the absence of a collectiv reason— 
although this may be and is questioned—but that the 
individual reasons hav no other functions .than to 
attend to the needs of individuals is demurred to. 
Our individual reasons hav, on the contrary, two op- 
posit things to attend to—one the needs of individ- 
uals, and, second, the needs of the collectiv whole; 
and hence to study the needs of humanity from the 
point of view of individuals is no more the true 
standpoint than the other; and finally, there is, third, 
the point of intermediation and reconciliation between 
the other two. 

When Mr. Lloyd appeals to the failure of legislativ 
reforms in the past, from the standpoint of humanity, 
he ceases to be the philosophical thinker, and be- 
comes only the commentator upon the bungling facts 
of an unscientific historical past. He returns to his 
character as a thinker when he says “no reformer 
ever secured justice for any single man without ben- 
efiting all men for all time." That is true, not lit- 
erally, but ideally; but it is just as true that no re- 
former would ever attain to and promulgate a just 
system of the collectiv truths of humanity without 
ideally benefiting all the individuals of all time. 

But he adds: “There is no real conflict here. 
From a philosophical elevation the needs of the indi- 
vidual and of the race are seen to be identical.” 
This is a radical mistake. It is precisely at this point 
that Mr. Lloyd and nearly every other approximately 
radical thinker slide away from the demands of rigorous 
logical analysis, and fall into error. There is a very 
real conflict between the two things. From a stil 
higher philosophical elevation the needs of the indi- 
vidual and the needs of the race are seen to be never 
identical, but always in opposition to each other. They 
are, however, reconcilable, and it belongs to social sci- 
ence to reconcile them. The first step in doing thisis 
to recognize their separateness and oppositness, to 
draw, in a word, rigorously the line of difference be- 
tween identity and reconcilableness. They concern the 
same subject-matter as viewed from the two opposit 
ends of the stick, and can never be made one, 
although we, in our consideration of them, may har- 
moniously oscillate between the two. If two points 
approximate each other until they occupy the same 
position, they are identified, or become one, obliter- 
ating their difference. This is identity. But if the 
two points remain distinct. they are always antago- 
nistic, each asserting its supremacy, or giving emphasis 
to itself, and endeavoring to subordinate the other. 
Anything to be at all must assert itself, as against the 
whole universe, and is therefore in essential antago- 
nism with whatsoever itis contrasted. It is only, 
then, by inserting an intermediate point around 
which they shall oscillate, admitting the element of 

time, change of the point of view, or continuous al- 


mensely different thing from mere identity, and the 
comprehension of which makes the true or integral 
philosopher in the place of the partisan or mere so- 
cial sectarian, although this last is the more effectiv 
man for the special occasion. Whosoever fails to do 
this and givs a supreme emphasis to one or the other 
end of the stick or beam cants it, and himself is deal- 
ing in cant, however philosophical and discriminating 
he may seem to be. It is not with the compulsion of 
legislation that we are now to compare the freedom 
of Anarchy, but with the supreme compulsion of 
philosophical-analysis, definition, and demonstration, 
to all which Mr. Lloyd should himself, with his order 
of mind, be eminently amenable. It is this oscilla- 
tion of harmony between the principle of freedom 
and the principle of order, which Pantarchism contrasts 
with Anarchism pure and simple. 

It is not true that the only way to adequately un- 
derstand the needs of the whole is to understand the 
needs of the parts. It is justas true that to ade- 
quately understand the needs of the parts it is indis- 
pensable to comprehend the needs of the whole, and 
to take always as one of our points of departure the 
Unities of the Race, in respect to Religion, Govern- 
ment, Social Constitution, Language, and the like; in 
a word, to be Pantarchical in our outlook no less 
than Anarchical. 

The question may arise, Why is it necessary to 
make so much ado about an abstract discrimination 
like that between identification, which wipes out or 
slurs over differences, and harmony, which reconciles 
them? The reply is perhaps now obvious from the 
illustrations that hav been made. But it should be 
added that in matters of this kind the least things 
are the greatest things, and the minutest lines of dis- 
crimination the most important from their conse- 
quences. In this case the mere failure to compre- 
hend this difference between sameness and difference 
with reconciliation leaves Individualists insusceptible 
to the claims of the Higher Integration; while, with 
it understood and adopted, they become at once 
amenable to the whole immense scope of Pantarchal 
philosophy. If, then, “Christianity says, Carry nei- 
ther sword nor shield, and Anarchy says, Carry your 
sword for protection, and use it only when your 
shield will not avail,” then Pantarchy says, Do one 
or both according to exigency and adaptation; and 
whenever the time has arrived, “beat your swords 
into plowshares, and your spears into pruning- 
hooks, and learn war no more;” that is to say, be- 
come peaceful social reconstructionists, instead of 
either victims or soldiers in revolt, and to that end 
study and avail yourselvs of Universological Sociol- 


ogy. STEPHEN PEARL ANDREWS. 
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Canadian Notes. 


At a meeting of the Central Executiv of the Canadian 
Secular Union, held in Toronto, Friday evening, Jan- 
uary 22, 1886, the following resolutions were carried 
unanimously : 

Resolved, That the Canadian Secular Union should make 
some provision to carry out the last wishes of deceased 
Secularists and Freethinkers in the matter of their funeral 
rites and ceremonies. That suitable persons be selected who 
will be willing to officiate on such occasions—in any part of 
Canada where their services may be required—without fee, 
provided only that their traveling expenses be paid. Thata 
fund should be raised from which such expenses may be 
paid in cases where the family of deceased is left in destitute 
circumstances. 

Resolved, That a propagandist fund should be raised so that 
lecturers of ability may be sent into those sections of Canada 
where the Secularists and Freethinkers are so few in number 
that they cannot afford to pay all the lecturer’s fee and ex- 
penses. 

Resolved, That the president, Mr. William Algie, of Alton, 
Ontario, be a committee of one to solicit subscriptions 
throughout Canada, to be applied to the purposes named in 
the foregoing resolutions. ; 


Applications made to Wm. Algie, Alton, or J. A. 
Risser, Toronto, for some suitable person to officiate 
at funerals on the foregoing terms will be promptly 
attended to. 

The different religious bodies of Toronto seem 
determined to make it the holy city, the Mecca, as it 
were, of Canada. 

Montreal has long laid claim to that proud distinc- 
tion, but alas! “how are the mighty fallen.” On 
last Monday the people of that city elected for a 
second term the first Freethought mayor ever elected 
to that office in any Canadian town. 

Just think of it, Montreal, the city of Jesuit cathe- 
drals, colleges, and churches, of nunneries, convents, 
grottoes, and shrines, of holy water and sacred wells, 
priestly fraud and magic spells, where it used to be 
said “that one couldn’t throw a stick out of the win- 
dow without hitting a priest! We hav heard of 
Atheistical popes and skeptical monks and bishops, 
but a Freethought mayor in the most Catholic town 
in America, O tempora, O mores ! 

How did he get there? Well, Pm told it was thus- 
wise: It has been the custom there for some years 
(by mutual consent) for the English and French 
speaking, or, in other words, the Protestant and 
Catholic sections of the population to take turn and 
turh about in their choice of a chief magistrate. 

At the time of the vlection a year ago, one of the 
parties went back on the usual arrangement, and the 


other party, finding there was very little chance of 
electing their man, went solid for the Freethought 
candidate, and the result was that Mr. Beaugrand 
was elected by a small majority. Which proves the 
truth of the old adage, ‘ When rogues fall out, hon- 
est men get their due.” 

Mayor Beaugrand is a member of the Montreal 
Pioneer Freethought Association, who feel justly 
proud of their member. 

During the past year he has proved himself the 
right man in the right place. His action in the mat- 
ter of enforcing the sanitary laws during the late 
small-pox scourge, when, it may be said, nearly the 
whole Roman Catholic population of the city were in 
arms against him, shows him to be well fitted for the 
office, and so won the respect and esteem of the peo- 
ple generally that out of about 8,000 votes cast at 
last Monday's election he received 5,098, or a majority 
of nearly 2,000. 

It might be well for Toronto if, by some combina- 
tion of circumstances, she might be forced to try a 
similar experiment. A little common-sense manage- 
ment in the city affairs, a little less fanaticism, and a 
little less attention to artificial crime might make 
real crime less prevalent. Till-tapping, house-break- 
ing, and all kinds of real crime go on apparently un- 
checked, while the whole attention of the city fathers 
and the religious associations is occupied in trying to 
enforce the Sunday laws. 

In the same paper in which I read that the school 
board hav decided to reintroduce the Bible into the 
publie schools, I find an aceount of a woman brutally 
murdered by a brother-in-law, who committed the 
act while in a fit of insanity brought on by an over- 
study of the same infernal book. One more Freeman, 
and one more inmate of the asylums already crowded 
from the same cause. This sort of thing makes 
heart and brain grow weary, and makes one feel that 
a change of any kind would be a relief. ‘Come rea- 
son, or come chaos." 

There is an old saying to the effect, “Put a beggar 
on horseback and he will ride to the devil” I pre- 
sume it will also apply to parsons; at any rate the 
Toronto presbytery, having for the time being got 
the upper hand in municipal affairs, are riding in that 
or some other direction at a devil of a pace. At their 
last meeting the committee which had been appointed 
two weeks before to investigate and consider the best 
means for stopping Sunday railway traffic reported 
that they had called upon the managers of the Grand 
Trunk and Canadian Pacific Railways, who had 
informed them that “they could not compete with 
East bound freight on the American lines without: 
Sunday work.” And now they hay requested the 
committee on Sabbath observance to correspond with 
the Presbyterian church in the United States with a 
view to international action and by legislation in both 
countries to minimize and ultimately do away alto- 
gether with the Sunday railway work. 

A more gorgeous example of asinin stupidity and 
adamantine “gall” it would be difficult to find. 
Wonder they didn't include canals and ocean steam- 
ers! But no doubt this will come in good time. Giv 
them room. Toronto. 


The Museums. 

At the meeting of the Trustees of the Museums on 
February 1st and February 27th, a Committee of Con- 
ference was named and the following communication 
sent to the Secretary of the American Secular Union: 

New York, Feb. 27, 1886. 

SaMvEL P. Putnam, Esq., Dear Sir: At a meeting of the 
joint Conference Committee of the American Museum of 
Natural History and Metropolitan Museum of Art, held this 
day, your several communications to both museums were 
ret nave been instructed to inform you that this Committee 
will be glad to receive the petitions you refer to, and any fur- 
ther communications in writing which you wish to present. 
Iam, sir, Very truly yours, L. P. pr CESNOLA, 

Secretary. 

On receipt of this communication the petitions 
were forwarded with the following letter and the 
argument printed in another part of this issue of 


Tue TRUTH SEEKER: 
New Yorx, March 10, 1886. 
L. P. di Cesnola, Secretary of Joint Conference Committee oy 
the American Museum of Natural History and the Metro- 
politan Museum of Art. : 

Dear Sm: Ihave the honor herewith to inclose to you a 
petition signed by many of the citizens of New York, heads 
of families, officers of the city, judges of the courts, business 
inen, and working people, together with resolutions passed 
by labor organizations representing 50,000 of the working 
people of this city. I sincerely hope that your committee 
will give à most earnest and respectful attention to this im- 
portant request, and to the address and reasons for Sunday 
opening which I forward with the petition. 

An early reply is respectfully solicited. 

Yours truly, SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union. 


LECTURE ENGAGEMENTS. 

Pittsburgh, March 14th; Alliance, Ohio, March 
16th; Painesville, March 17th; Ridge Farm, Ill, 
March 19th; Chieago, March 21st; Rochelle, March 
99d and 23d; Rockford, March 24th; Ottumwa, Ia., 
March 95th ; Leon, March 26th; Omaha, Neb., March 
28th ; Ogden, April 18th ; Salt Lake City. April 25th 
and May 2d. The lecture at Chebanse, Ill., will be 
postponed umil the return trip. S. P. Purnam. 
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Communications. 


An Examination of Church History. 
BEING LETTERS TO A CATHOLIC.——VIII. 


Since we are dealing with Marys, let us take a look 

at the Virgin. You will pardon the term, but I con- 
sider this one of the greatest frauds in your scheme. 
Of course, if a savior were to be born, it had to be 
of woman; so a betrothed one was selected, and you 
know, as a lawer, that according to our laws it was a 
rape; a bad beginning for the advent of a God. Why 
a betrothed and nota married woman was selected 
troubled all your early fathers, and Origen claimed it 
was “to baffe the cunning of the devil, and keep 
him in ignorance of the Lord’s advent.” Your theo- 
logians agree with this opinion, and I hope it is in 
accord with yours. 
- Then Mary dreams; Joseph dreams; they all 
dream ; and although your catechism particularly cau- 
tions your believing dreams, tells you it is sinful, yet 
you are asked to believe these dreams. 

The angel “probably bore the form of an ordinary 
man,” and the salutation is borrowed from Dan. x, 
18-19, “The Lord is with thee;" Judges vi, 12, 
“Blessed art thou among women;" Judith xii, 18; 
the rest following naturally. Of course, the Virgin 
could not be satisfied with her heavenly visitant, and 
needed earthly testimony. So she visited Elizabeth, 
who saluted her as “Mother of my Lord.” In re- 
turn Mary composed the “Magnificat,” which is 
founded on Hannah’s song of thanksgiving, 1 Sam. 
ii, 1-10, and “exhibits an intimate knowledge of the 
Psalms, prophetical writings, and books of Moses, 
from which sources almost every expression of it is 
drawn,” and the words, “From henceforth all gener- 
ations shall call me blessed," are borrowed from 
Leah's remarks on the birth of Asher (Gen. xxx, 13). 
Pretty good evidence to me that some priest had his 
finger in the pie. 

Her son never called her “mother,” and always 
spoke to her reprovingly. He had a kind word even 
for the dying thief, and was particularly fond of the 
reformed Mary Magdalen. Although it is claimed he 
appeared ten times, yet he never came once to her, 
never sent her even a message. She sinks into the 
obscurity whence she came, and even your sinking 
fund, the catacombs, are silent about her. Your 
church, in referring to this, says: “The darkness in 
which we are left is in itself very instructiv?’ and, 
allow me to add, very destructiv to the whole scheme. 

Her present position in your church has been at- 
tained by gradual growth, as no early writer even in- 
timates her exaltation. The Collyridians, a sect of 
the fourth century, attempted to elevate her, but 
were persecuted by your church, and St. Epiphanius, 
whom you honor every May 12th, wrote: “Let Mary 
be in honor. Let the Lord be worshiped. Let no 
one worship Mary.” 

About 600, during the pontificate of Gregory the 
Great, a pestilence devastated Rome. As the ordi- 
nary prayers and masses, and all the relics, etc., were 
unable to check it, a lucky idea presented itself to 
the holy father, and he ordered a procession, carry- 
ing & picture of the Virgin, painted by St. Luke the 
Evangelist, to proceed to the church of St. Mary 
Major. In every street through which they passed, 
the pestilence ceased at once, an angel was seen on 
the Towers of Adrian, sheathing a blooding sword, 
and a chorus of angels were heard singing the 
anthem, “ Regina Coi" This was her first well- 
authenticated act since her assumption into heaven, 
and of course she grew in demand. Honors were 
showered on her particularly by the Spaniards, and 
in return, on many occasions, she assisted them in 
their battles by throwing dust in the eyes of their 
opponents. 

The theory of her immaculate conception was first 
Started in 1130, and St. Bernard wrote against the 
theory, calling it “a presumptuous novelty, mother 
of temerity, sister of superstition, and daughter of 
fickleness.” He brought the whole family to bear 
against her. Nearly one hundred years afterward 
Duns Scotus and his Franciscans advocated, and St. 
Thomas Aquinas (one of your doctors whom you are 
not allowed to dispute) and his Dominicans took 
strong grounds against it. PopeJohn XXII. almost 
anathematized, and Sixtus IV. openly advocated it, 
and authorized the first festival in 1476. Some of 
the doctors at Trent openly favored it, and, my 
friend, if you were only allowed to read the doings 
of this council, your heart would swell with joy and 
pride when you read the burning words of Cardinal 
Pecheco, imploring the Ecumenical Council, of sixty, 
to save the Virgin from this taint; and I know the 
tears would well up in your eyesat the pathetic appeal 
of the Archbishop of Sassari, who in vain tried to 
save the mother of God and refuge of sinners. As 
the Holy Ghost did not enlighten the council, it was 
referred to the pope, who decided to allow matters to 
fest in statu quo, and Mary remained in original sin 
until 1854, when Pio Nono took compassion on her, 
and freed her from the taint without the aid of a 
council declaring that it had been “revealed by 


God." The Council of Ephesus, 431, announced her 
as * the mother of God," and it took God over 1400 
years to determin that she was immaculate. 

The most of the trouble was caused by the oppo- 
sition of St. Bernard, whose writings were held in 
high repute by the doctors at Trent, and yet he was 
the author of that prayer, “ Remember, O most 
pious Virgin," etc., to the saying of which there is 
attached an indulgence. 

One of the greatest factors in the elevation of Mary 
was St. Liguori. He was declared a doctor of your 
church March 23, 1871, and it was announced that 
* the fact of an opinion being found in his works is 
ample warrant for its adoption, without any need to 
weigh its reasons.” Now take his “Theologia 
Moralis,” turn to his treatises on the Confessional, 
and see if you would permit them to fall into the 
hands of any decent female. Yet he is one of your 
most revered saints, performed numerous miracles, 
and the Jesuits will tell you when Pope Clement 
XIV. was on his dying bed he found that God would 
forgiv all his sins except that bull in which he sup- 
pressed their order. In some mysterious manner the 
pope found that Liguori was the only one through 
whom he could obtain absolution, and although the 
saint was in Naples, celebrating mass, he contrived 
at the same time to be in Rome and ‘shrive the holy 
father. This story, being well authenticated, was 
considered one of his chief miracles, the Jesuits tak- 
ing the credit of saving the pope’s soul. But here 
they grow silent, andI never could find one to ex- 
plain why the pope did not revoke the bull, as he had 
ample time to do so. 

In his “ Glories of Mary ” Liguori places the Virgin 
above the Godhead. He says: “Our salvation is in 
the hands of Mary." “ Whereas it is said of other 
saints that they are with God, of Mary alone can it 
be affirmed that not only is she not subject to the 
will of God, but that God is subject to her will.” 
** All things, even God himself, are subservient to the 
empire of the Virgin.” “By thy governance, most 
holy Virgin, endureth the world which thou, with 
God, didst found from the beginning.” He grows 
enthusiastic in her names, calls her, “Queen of 
Heaven and-Hell;” declares that “(no one can enter 
heaven except through her ;” assures his readers that 
* the salvation of all depends on her favor and pro- 
tection,” and that “she and her son redeemed the 
world." He bestows several hundreds of terms on 
her, ransacks the heavens and the earth to find her 
endearing titles. The catalog of the church Santa 
Maria del Popolo, in which is preserved the prepuce 
of her son, has her entered as the “ True and Sacred 
Lamprey of the Sea," and I searched Liguori to find 
if he had called her a seraphie porpoise, or sacred 
lobster, or angelic fried oyster, or happy clam, but he 
had unfortunately missed all these endearing and 
suggestiv names. 

(ro BE CONTINUED.) 
——9— 


Heroic Headlines. 


The Chieage Times is not generally looked upon 
as a great religious daily, nor is the professional 
* headliner" usually admired or employed because of 
his resemblance to a theological student or à petri- 
fied saint. But, notwithstanding these facts, those 
two lively agents compined sometimes send out a ser- 
mon which goes deeper and reaches farther than any 
issued from pulpit or prayer-meeting the world over. 

One headline which appeared in the Times several 
years ago has been the cause of more talk, and more 
real moral sentiment, than any sermon I ever heard. 
I hav heard that headline abused in almost every 
language, and in almost every city from. Boston to 
San Francisco. Everybody agreed that it was a 
shocking headline, and everybody says it hit hard, 
and it brought down its game. “I never was so 
shocked in my life, but it set me to thinking,” one 
heard on all sides. I hav no doubt that every reader 
of the Times would know, without my telling him, 
just what headline I refer to. “Jerked to Jesus" 
would attract attention because it is alliterativ, but 
when it is found at the head of an account of a hang- 
ing, there are several other reasons why we cannot 
forget it. It is a satire, a sermon, a rebuke, and a 
stinging sarcasm in three words. 

We hav become so accustomed to read that “he 
made his peace with God in the few minutes the 
lynchers allowed him ;” or, “ The officiating priest held 
the holy crucifix before the condemned man’s eyes 
and assured him of Christ's willingness and power to 
forgiv and receive his soul into everlasting peace and 
rest prepared for the penitent;” or, "He was pre- 
pared to meet his God by Rev. Smith, who prayed 
with and consoled him, and to whom he expressed 
his wilingness to die and his belief in & glorious 
resurreciion;" “He was baptized by Rev. Tomp- 
kins, and partook of the holy sacrament for the last 
time yesterday, and feels that his sins are forgiven, 
and that he will, like the thief on the cross, be with 
Christ to-day in paradise.” These are exact copies 
of a few recent orthodox reports of these outrageous 
and dangerous travesties of justice and incentivs to 
erime, which were read without protest or shock by 
the clergy and the people. Being couched in “hered- 


itary forms of speech,” being solemn and stupid, they 
appear all right; but when the Times struck out a 
short cut, an original expression which fitly pictured 


_the abominable idea and practice, these same people 


are shocked. Shocked at what? Simply at the 
statement of their own theory in ‘plain words, with- 
out mummery and deceit. It is the theory, not the 
statement of it, which is shocking, demoralizing, dis- 
gusting; and so long as the theory obtains and this . 
religious encouragement of and incentiv to crime 
continue, I hope that this one newspaper at least 
will continue to hav the courage and the sense to 
treat it with the contempt it so richly deserves. 
Nothing else will hav so wholesome an effect, noth- 
ing else will so soon call attention to the bald immor- 
ality and danger of the practice and the belief; noth- 
ing else will so. soon compel its discontinuance, 
because nothing else will so surely startle the people 
into a realizing sense of the true meaning of the 
solemn and accustomed formulas which disguise the 
meaning of exactly the same thing under stupid 
forms of theological inanities, which, stripped of their 
solemn pretense and useless verbiage, mean literally 
“ jerked to Jesus.” It is well to sicken these gentle- 
men upon their own horrible and immoral nostrums, 
given in allopathic doses, with the sugar left out. It 
ought to be a punishable crime to teach criminals 
that they can commit murder with safety to their own 
souls if not to their own necks. We cannot afford to 
support that sort of schools for the promotion of 
crime. They always hav been and they always will 
be productiv of evil to sound morality and an actual 
danger to society. Herzen H. GARDENER. 
—— 9 —— —————- 


A Letter from Dr. York. 


I know that Tue Trota Srexer will be glad to 
hear a word from the South Seas. Iam still on the 
warpath, pounding away at the tough hide of super- 
stition, and hav put in six months’ steady fire in 
Sydney to large and appreciativ audiences, besides 
one month in the great city of Melbourne, where I 
hav promised, if possible, to return for another 
course of lectures before my departure for home. 

Our thanks are due in Melbourne to your corre- ` 
spondent, William Andrade, à most excellent young 
man, whose interesting letters I hav read from time 
to time in Tar Trota SEEkER. His head and heart 
are both right, and his kindness to us we will not 
forget as strangers in a strange land. 

We gave our last and thirtieth lecture at the 
Theater Royal last night, and on next Friday evening 
we hold a Paine memorial celebration, and, as I am 
informed, the first in Sydney which promises to be 
largely attended, and with this meeting we close ‘our 
labors in Sydney. We go from here to Brisbane, 
and from thence to the principal city of New Zealand, 
and then hope to turn our faces toward the land of 
the stars and stripes—not that I would depreciate this 
country—but I love our country more. The climate 
here is hot and trying on me, and I begin to long for 
home. Our thanks are due in Sydney to Mr. Gale, 
Messrs. Keep, Walker, and others, for a helping hand 
in our work. I am to be followed in Sydney by Mr. 
Collins, just arrived from England, who comes well 
recommended by Charles Bradlaugh and the Secular 
Association. I hav had the pleasure of meeting him 
and inviting him to pay us a visit. in America on his 
way back to England. Our cause is a world-wide 
cause, and we need to cultivate a friendly spirit be- 
tween the workers and speakers of all lands, and I 
am glad to learn of the great success attending 
Charles Watts’s labors in America. 

But, Eugene, somehow I can’t feel reconciled to’ 
the change of title or name for our National Liberal 
League, and I do not think England has anything to 
spare which we need in that direction. English 
Secularism is far from being Liberal as we understand 
it. At least, judging from what I see of it in the 
colonies. Here Secularism is as sectarian as any 
Christian sect, and the term is so narrowly defined 
as to depress as idiotic all who entertain the idea of 
a future state. To my mind this is far from being 
Liberal. 

I cannot forget the attitude and teachings of our 
noble old friend Bennett, whose life-work was to 
bring into friendly relations the whole Freethought 
family for work against the common enemy. The 
American Freethought Union would hav-been a thou- 
sand times better as a watchword and battle-cry than 
the name Secularism—when the effect of it seems to 
be to widen the gap between different phases of 
Freethought. Freethought implies mental liberty to 
hold an honest opinion as to the import of the spir- 
itual phenomena, and such an hones; difference 
should not drive Freethinkers into an unfriendly 
attitude to each other, especially when they agree so 
fully upon nearly every other subject in the field of 
Freethought reform. 

The so-called spirit phenomenon is a natural mani- 
festation of force in this world—not another world— . 
and as such is quite as much entitled to consideration 
as any other natural phenomena, and any honest 
person will not evade or hinder a sincere conviction 
and expression upon that or any other subject. 

The Secularism of these colonies is of such a pecu- 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MARCH 13, 1886. 


167 


liar type, and involves so much of antagonism against 
a large class of the Freethinking element, whose good 
will and influence would add greatly to the efficiency 
of Freethought in righting the wrongs of church and 
state, that I fear the narrow definition given by many 
of the word Secularism. 

But I shall hope that, notwithstanding the change 
in the title of our national organization, true Liberal- 
ism, characterized by a spirit of toleration and kind- 
ness, will always prevail amongst our workers in 
America. 

By the way, Eugene, there is a crank residing in 
San Francisco, by the name of Emmette Coleman. 

"This wise man, to whom D. M. Bennett once paid his 
respects in no flattering terms, has seen fit to misrep- 
resent me in the columns of the Religio-Philosoph- 
ical Journal. I hav not seen it, therefore I cannot 
defend. myself. Should it fall under your eye, and 
you deem it worthy of remark, say a word in my be- 
half, as you know by my work during all the past 
years whether I deserve the lashing of a slanderous 
tongue. Dr. J. L. York. 

Sydney, N. S. W., Jan. 25, 1886. 


[We are as ignorant as is Dr. York as to the mat- 
ter referred to in the last paragraph. We do not 
exchange with the paper named, and never shall. 
Our advice to our old friend in Australia is not to 
notice anything that writer writes or that paper 
. prints. Those who know him will not believe what 
the R.-P. Journal says about him; and those who 
know that paper will not believe what it says about 

anybody?—Ep. T. S.] 


emm 
“In the Beginning.” 

For years I hav been trying to catch on to that 
fragmentary polyglot; that remarkable collection of 
ghost, fish, and snake stories; that mess of contradic- 

. tions got up on the instalment plan, and yclept in the 
parlance of Christians the holy Bible. : 

What I mean by catching on is, to get on terms of 


- understanding with this unique conglomeration of 


literature from the pens of divers individuals, some of 

` questionable character, and all more or less bizarre, 
yet which is styled the word of God by those who 
profess to take stock in it. 

Some parsons and laymen will tell you that a child 
can understand this Mosaic; other pulpiteers— 
Beecher for one—say it is very difficult to under- 
stand, and too much for them; and when I consider 
the thousands and tens of thousands of priests and 
parsons that hav been trying for ages to expound 
these scriptures, each according to his own under- 
standing, I am satisfied that the book is beyond mor- 
tal comprehension, so do not blush to own it is too 
much for me, and that I giv it up. 

Yes, I am still on the “ground floor” of non-under- 
standing in regard to the polyglot mentioned, if not 
indeed in the sub-cellar thereof, and despair of ever 
raising myself out of the slough by my own efforts, 
or getting out with the aid of others of no more 
horse-power in the matter of lifting than myself. I 
hav seen those who declared they understood the 
polyglot clear through from A to Izzard. They do 
understand it according to their lights—each accord- 
ing to his own light, which is different from every 
other light—but these lights are not my lights, and 
do not light me on the way to understanding. 

As we all know, this remarkable aggregation of 
writings opens and starts off as follows: 

“In the beginning God created the heaven and the 
earth.” 

Here I am at the very outset brought right up 
against a stone wall, as it were, too high to jump or 
even climb over. The average Christian, I know, 
takes this wall as a thoroughbred jumper a five- 
barred gate. Throwing away the curb and snaffle of 
thought and reason, he vaults it without touching, 

- and in this manner goes through the book from index 
to finis as the steeple-chaser from start to finish in 
the day’s run. But I am brought up all a-standing 
by this stone wall of obscurity, and there I would 
stand only for the flank or oblique movement which 
enables me to pass this obstacle, to stumble on others 
later on. 

=“ In the beginning God created the heaven and the 
earth.” 

` In the beginning of what? Time or eternity, or 
both? My theistical friend, Wynkoop, says, “In 
the beginning of all things.” So will they all say, I 
suppose. This arrangement would appear to include 
God and eternity, in which case God must hav created 
himself, eh? But according to the polyglot, God 
has forever existed. If so, there must hav been an 
incalculable period of time—or eternity, if time did 
not commence until the creation of the heaven and 
earth—that God had no abiding-place. Where did 
he abide before building heaven? There is only one 
answer, nowhere. But if he existed there must hav 
been a somewhere. Where was it? The answer 
takes us back to nowhere. But let us call it space, 
an illimitable empty void, full of utter nothingness 
save God. And what a cheerful abode it must hav 
been without sun, moon, stars, and things, which did 
not exist! 


What a happy thought the building of heaven was, 
to be sure! It seems very, very strange to me that, 
with all the attributes accorded him by Theists, God 
did not think of this before. Millions of trillions of 
years, multiplied by the same number millions of 
trillions of times, will not begin to measure a millionth 
part of the time that God must hav been without an 
abiding-place before he established heaven, which 
would seem to argue a great want of forethought on 
his part, to say the least. This seems remarkable to 
me, as even the Esquimaux, moved by about the 
lowest form of human life, would never go through a 
single polar winter without building an ice hut for 
his accommodation and comfort. 

However, God at length established heaven as an 
abiding-place for himself and favored ones of his 
creation, and if Brother Talmage's account of it is 
correct, it must lay away over the Vanderbilt palace 
for gorgeousness and splendor, and rival the domain 


. of fairydom. 


Yes, he created heaven and the earth, we are 
assured; but why the earth? What call was there 
for the earth? Human life was not, animal life was 
not, and what call was there for earth? Man was 
not about, hammering on the doors of heaven, and 
demanding a suitable abiding-place; nor were the 
lower animals in their way appealing for requisit 
quarters. 

It must hav been that the building of the earth 
was an afterthought, a venture, a speculation. That it 
turned out badly we hav only to read from his alleged 
word to satisfy ourselvs, and since the time when he 
first became dissatisfied with it it seems to hav 
grown no better very fast. 

Why the earth was ever created, I never could 
understand. There was no call for it in any quarter by 
anything. The Lord would hav saved himself an 
immense amount of trouble had he not builded the 
world, and the trouble that mortals would hav escaped 
—oh, my! 

The trouble the Lord had with the world for many 
years after finishing it is recounted in the polyglot 
writing that deals with the events of that period. 
According to these reports, he supervised in person 
the affairs of mankind, various members of which led 
him a life of trial and tribulation. 

Like man in form—for he made man after his own 
image, his own words, as alleged, attesting this—he 
seems to hav been very much like him mentally and 


‘morally, and actuated by the same passions and im- 


pulses; which state of affairs, he being boss of all, 
made it hot for all concerned, he being vexed and 
wrathy most of the time. — 

Those were the days that tried men’s souls, if any 
ever did, when in person the Lord supervised the 
affairs of man, even to the smallest particulars. The 
days of Valley Forge were nothing to the days when 
the Lord was around in person, and I for one, having 
had life thrust upon me, rejoice that said life was 
postponed until after the Lord had resigned as over- 
seer in person of men’s affairs. 

The Lord vouchsafed no reasons to man for the 
making of the world, and man, of course, cannot tell 
why it was made. From the theistical belief in a life 
hereafter—a life of bliss for the righteous, and a life 
of torment for the ungodly, harpmg the hottest on 


the latter—it would seem that the world was made. 


as a propagating ground for the production of angels 
in the rough, so to speak, who were to do duty as 
polished angels after death and resurrection. 

But for a God who could create thoroughbred 
angels, all ripe for heaven, as easily as he could man, 
this would seem a roundabout and most uncertain way 
of supplying heaven with angelic representativs. 
But this must be the underlying idea with the Theist, 
else must he be fuller of egotism than ever a goat of 
theater posters, to think that the Lord, having made 
him without any ulterior purpose, concluded on sec- 
ond thought to make an angel of him in the end! 
But the Theist is nothing if not egotistical, and I 
leave him in order to flank the stone wall against 
which I run—“ In the beginning." Sr Srocum. 


———— — 99—99———— ————— 
Notes from Illinois. 


Iam stil swinging round the circle. It has been 
my privilege and pleasure to meet most of the good 


| Liberals of Illinois, and, nothwithstanding the cold 


weather, hard times, and my temporary illness, I hav 
had a grand time. I hav not yet canvassed the en- 
tire state, but shall try to do so hereafter as oppor- 
tunity may offer. In most places where I stopped 
the revival business was in full blast. I hav noticed 
in times past that when the people suffer from hard 
times, when they hav no work and no money, they 
are wiling to take anything, even religion. But 
when they hav plenty of business, and enough to eat, 
they are disposed to postpone religion until a more 
convenient season—and generally hard times is that 
convenient season. It has become my duty, at times, 
to attend revivals, and to take the ministers to task 
for talking about things of which they know positivly 
nothing. 

In the little town of Auburn, in this state, where I 
was advertised to speak on “The Whims of the Boy 
Preacher" (Harrison), who is probably not older than 


forty or forty-five years, a minister asked his congre- 
gation to join with him in praying that God might 
make the Infidel so sick that he would not be able to 
come to town. This was carrying the thing too far; 
this was stretching his prerogativs, and consequently 
a number of sensible people asked him to explain 
what he meant. His prayer became the town talk. 
It was a huge joke, and passed all along the streets. 
The minister was compelled to explain, and he did it 
somewhat after this fashion. He said to his own 
congregation, “I did not express myself fully the 
other night when speaking about Professor Bell. I 
asked you to join with me in praying that he might 
be made sick. But I intended to add sick of sin, but 
somehow I failed to do so.” What an explanation ! 
A few nights after, when referring to this explanation, 
I said it reminded me of a gamblers explanation. 
Once upon a time a gambler was converted, and 
joined the Methodist church. One Sunday morning 
during the solemnities of divine service this convert 
fell asleep, and, while dreaming of old times, he. 
shouted, * Hearts are trumps, by God." Opening 
his eyes and taking in the situation, he piously added, 
“Let your hearts triumph in God." Preacher, thy 
name 18 impudenoe. 

Iam going to Chicago for a few weeks to arrange 
for more lectures. W. S. Betz. 

Chicago, TU. (302 State st). 


oO HO 
Why Capital Favors Piety. 


The Antimonopolist hits hard in the following: 
“During the days of African slavery the slaveholders 
took great pains to hav their slaves get religion and 
become pious, as it made them more docil and more 
valuable servants, and the slaves, having no other 
source of enjoyment, took to camp-meeting religion 
as a duck takes to water. Nevertheless, the morals 
of the slaves were very bad, honesty, chastity, and 
truthfulness being scarcely known among them, 
which has been true of all slaves, everywhere and in 
all times. We see a repetition of this to-day in the 
establishment by railroad managers of Young Men’s 
Christian Association rooms, the support of special 
missionaries among their underpaid employees, and 
in the general efforts of wealthy men and corpora- 
tions to advance sanctimony among the poor. A 
corporation, having no soul, cannot be religious, but 
having business sagacity it knows that it is a good 
investment to put some of its big dividends on wa- 
tered stocks into religion for the dupes it is daily 
robbing of their earnings. It makes them more con- 
tented with their hard lot here, as a drink of whisky 
does, while not injuring their capacity to work as 
much as liquor. But more than this: it absorbs all 
their leisure time and little surplus money, and all 
their mental energy, which effectually prevents them 
from studying practical questions and so far master- 
ing the science of social and political economy as to 
know they hav natural rights to life, liberty, and 
happiness, which are abridged or taken away by their 
employers. Slaves, whether chattel or wage, must 
be kept ignorant, as it is impossible to enslave any 
but the ignorant, and to this end nothing is more 
effectual than to provide a channel into which all 
surplus time and energy left from labor can be safely 
directed and easily controled. Vanderbilt gave a ` 
portion of the eighty millions he has already derived 
from dividends on the water he put into railroad 
stocks to found a theological seminary at Nashville, 
and McCormicks, of Chicago, gave $150,000 to a sim- 
ilar institution at the same time they reduced wages 
of six hundred employees to the starvation point. 
The Santa Fé, Gould, and other railroad managers 
are very solicitous for the spiritual welfare of their 
employees, while continuing to charge all the traffic 
will bear and exacting rates that pay high dividends, 
on five or ten times their actual investments and get- 
ting title to millions of acres of publie lands to which 
they hav neither a legal nor equitable claim.” 

—249——9— 


Father Hardouin’s Extraordinary Book. 


The “Man of Sin” has loaned to several persons a 
copy of his series of articles lately published in Tux 
TRUTH Seexer, entitled “An Extraordinary Book: 
Are Most of the. Latin and Greek Classics, together 
with All the Writings of the Christian Fathers, 
Forgeries of the Fourteenth, Fifteenth, and Sixteenth 
Centuries?” One learned gentleman, who is the suc- 
cessful author of some remarkable books, and is soon 
to publish another of a still more startling character, 
which will challenge refutation, writes: 

I return the article as requested. I read it with great in- 
terest. The theory it enunciates is very possible. 

Father Hardouin’s theory leaves nothing for Chris- 
tianity to stand upon but the scriptures and tradi- 
tion. All church history up to the revival of learn- 
ing, he stoutly affirms, is a Benedectine forgery. This 
is the assertion of a most learned Jesuit who died in 
1729 at the age of eighty-three years, leaving a man- 
uscript containing his proofs, which manuscript was 
not published until 1766, in London; and being in 
Latin, the book seems to hav had no readers, nor to 
hav attracted the notice of anybody until now par- 
tially translated by ANTICHRIST. 
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Now 1s rae Tre ror Renewats, and we hope all 
will be prompt. If we are to print pictures each 
week, the subscription list must be lengthened. 
That those inclined to help add to the list may find it 
no hard matter, we make the following low terms: 


Single subscription.................. 2e cernere 
One subscription two years, in advance 
TWO new subscribers..............eeeeeeeeeeeee nennen 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in one re- 


«Butch PE 5 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one 
Yemittange:.. «eee p esee esee eyes eo eva yee ssowesoacecessesss 7 00 
One subscription with three new subscribers, in one 
TelnlttanQO e ceecce eese voe cte os oo soe cae deese eee reip once 8 50 
One subscription with four new subscribers, in one 
remilisnce:... esee i eeeo e rea en e roe un nee sh eo rog ne nesai 10 00 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably 
with one remittance. 


Will not everyone, in renewing, try to get at least 
one new subscriber, thus saving money for themselvs 
and helping us? 

And in renewing inclose 25 cents for the TRUTH 
SEEKER ANNUAL for 1886. 


eem 
The Order of Creation. 

Those who hav mailed us their orders for this book 
will hav received it ere this, and those who now 
favor us will receive a copy by return mail. The dis- 
cussion continues to excite comment from the press, 

, and many magazines are printing the papers in suc- 
cessiv numbers. Our book, however, contains more 
than these will probably print, and comes cheaper. 
The seven chapters are: i 

I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. By Hon. W. E. 
Gladstone. ] 
II. The Interpreters of Genesis and the Interpreters of 
Nature. By Prof. T. H. Huxley. 
III. Postscript to Solar Myths. By Prof. Max Müller. 
IV. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial. By Hon. 
W. E. Gladstone. 
V. Dawn of Creation. An Answer to Mr. Gladstone. 
By Albert Réville, D.D. 

VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. 

VII. A Protest and a Plea. 

The price is 50 cents in paper covers, and 75 cents 
in cloth. 


By Prof. T. H. Huxley. 
By Mrs. E. Lynn Linton. 


i 99——— ——————— 
A Profitless Discussion. 

The confusion existing in the minds of certain 
*philosophers" was well illustrated by Prof. John 
Fiske's essay before the Nineteenth Century Club last 
week. He is, he maintains, a Christian, yet he 
rejects the fundamental article of faith of Christians— 
a personal God. According to his view, God is “an 
infinit and eternal power which is manifested in every 
pulsation of the universe." This is pantheism, and 
not Christianity, and the church once burnt a very 
notable man for expressing the same sentiments. 
Professor Fiske can split theosophical hairs from now 
till the monument to Bruno shall hav been erected, 
and crumbled into dust, but he will be able to make 
nothing else than pantheism of his fine-spun theories. 
He is, therefore, very far from being a Christian. 
Belief by “a supreme act of faith” is Christian 
phraseology, but it might mean a.belief in the exist- 
ence of the anthropophagi as easily as in the existence 
of God. 

When a man believes, and will not hear of argu- 
ment against his belief, all attempts to reason with 
him are, as Paine said, like giving medicin to the 
dead. Such a man is Chauncey M. Depew. He 
swallows the Bible as easily as the whale swallowed 
Jonah. His mother believed, therefore he believes. 
He has faith, and that ends the matter forhim. Sucha 
man, by operations in railroad stocks, may become a | 


prominent meniber of society, but he can scarcely at- 


tain eminence as an expounder of philosophical sub- | 


jects. His appearance on platforms supposed to be 
consecrated to reason can be accounted for only on 
the supposition that there is no one in the ministerial 
ranks with the courage to defend his faith on rational 
grounds. 

Against pantheism itself, or an endeavor to place 
Christianity upon reasonable grounds, Mr. Wakeman 
might hav made some headway with a scientific phi- 
losophy. But in considering the fantastic theories of 
Professor Fiske, and the dogmatic faith of Mr. Depew, 
from a scientific man’s elevation there is no pivotal 
point for a leverage. The only method of reaching 
such colossal assumption is one which the swallow- 
tailed dignity of the occasion prevented Mr. Wake- 
man from using. He was therefore compelled to con- 
tent himself with setting forth the superiority of 
Positivism, as he understands it, over Professor 


Fiskes Neopantheism and Mr. Depew’s fossilized | 


Christianity. If these two gentlemen could be got be- 
fore a popular audience, and their vain conceits 
mercilessly exposed, it might conduce to the advance- 
ment of truth. As it was, the wisdom of Mr. Wake- 


man was wasted. 
———— — — -$-9—— ——————— 


À Few Figures from Canada. 
During the year 1885 there were in the various 


jails of Ontario 11,426 persons of both sexes. Their 

religious proclivities were as follows: 

Roman Catholic........ 4,286 | Church of England.. 8,558 

Presbyterian............ 1,468 | Methodist................ 1,416 

Other denominations. 698 i 
Total............. 11,426 


In the Central Prison at Toronto there were con- 
fined 761 persons who worshiped the Lord after the 
manner of their ancestors as follows: 


Roman Catholic . 274 | Church of England....... 245 
Methodist. .................. . 99 | Presbyterian................ 94 
Other denominations...... 49 — 

Total Les 761 


To the Andrew Mercer Reformatory for Females at 
Toronto, there were committed during the year 142 
new inmates, who were prejudiced in favor of the dif- 
ferent creeds as follows: 


Roman Catholic.............. 56 Episco IIT RAE NONEM 48 
Presbyterian 11 | Methodist.................... 21 
Baptists .....ccccccccecccsscees 5 | Unknown... eee 1 


At Penetanguishene there is a reformatory for 
boys. On September 30, 1885, there were 220 boys 
enjoying the hospitality of the institution, 51 of whom 
had been committed during the year. The total 
number committed since the establishment of the in- 
stitution is 1,501, with religion as follows: 


Roman Catholic............. 512 | Church of England 
Methodist ....... ... 269 | Presbyterian ........... ie 
Baptist............. esce, 67 | Other denominations..... 


As usual, the Catholics lead in this matter, but they 
are closely pushed by the church most similar to 
theirs in rites and creeds. The Presbyterians and 
Methodists are about equal, though the comparison 
would be more edifying if we knew the proportion 
each sect bears to the total population of the province. 
It might also be interesting to compare the ratio of 
Catholic criminals in Ontario to the Catholic popula- 
tion with the ratio of Protestant criminals to the 
Protestant population. We recollect reading in sev- 
eral Protestant church papers lamentations over the 
scarcity of people of their faith in Ontario, and it 
may be that it would turn out that the most of them 
are in jail for certainly the Presbyterians and the 
Methodists make à goodly showing in the foregoing 
tables. During 1885 a sort of religious revival has been 
gradually percolating among the citizens of Toronto, 
until it has culminated, as our Toronto correspondent 
related last week, in a municipal coming to Jesus. We 
fear, however, there is a difference between the official 
opinion of the people of Toronto and their private 
conduct similar to that traced by Mr. Lum between 
Mr. Cleveland’s official opinion of Mormonism and 
certain events in his life which it would be unkind 
to allude to. In short, we fear our Canadian neigh- 
bors are given to hypocrisy, for we read in the report 
of the Canadian prison officials that in Toronto alone 
in 1885, some 3,397 persons of both sexes were cared 
for in the jails. ‘This was an increase of 146 over 
1884, when no particular religious wave was washing 
the people’s sins away. It occurs to us that it would 
hav been betiter for the city to hav gone along in the 
same old way, than to hav obtained religion at the 
expense of additional criminals. Just what propor- 
tion of this increase was from the Salvation Army 
ranks we hav no means of knowing. 


Editorial Notes. 


Tae Winsted, Conn., Press says the TRUTH SEEKER AN- 
NUAL is worth four times its cost. It is pleasant to be able 
to agree with our contemporaries. 


Tux only ones in New York who oppose an open Sunday, 
writes Brick Pomeroy, referring to the opening of the muse- 
ums, ‘‘are the mental wasp-waists and one-idea fanatics 
whose religion is based only on a fear that there is a hell, 
and that they will be ordered to spend eternity therein.” 


Tux New Thought, Moses Hull's paper, published at Ma- 
quoketa, Ia., is to be enlarged with its third volume, which 
begins April 10th. The price will remain the same. The 
New Thought is a Spiritualist journal, and when enlarged 
will undoubtedly be the best paper of that faith west of 
Boston. 


— ee : 

Tux bill introduced in the Senate by Mr. Wilson, of Iowa, 
doubling the postage on fourth-class mail matter should be 
defeated. A cent an ounce is enough to pay on packages of 
samples of merchandise. The bill is in the interests of ex- ` 
press companies. Write to your senator and Congressman 
to this effect. 


THREE weeks ago E. A. Stevens called attention to the 
work in Chicago of the **American Literary Union and Pure 
Literature Bureau." Since then the society has presented 
to the Illinois legislature several yards of petition, signed 
wholly by church people, against pernicious literature. 
What steps the society wishes the legislature to take we are 
not informed. The Union’s definition of pernicious litera- 
ture is ** whatever is against general Christianity.” 


Tue North American Review for March presents twelve 
articles, most of which are of more than ordinary interest. 
One of the contributors is Jefferson Davis. Another is Cyrus 
W. Field, who thinks the government should purchase the 
telegraph lines—at the figures of the directors, of course. Mr. 
Field’s patriotism is of the kind that honors Revolutionary 
spies, and supports his own government for the sake of an 
appropriation. The Review can be had at 80 Lafayette Place, 
price 50 cents. 


Two instances of the beneficent effects of a large admixture 
of Christianity were last week before Judge Van Wyck, of 
Brooklyn. James Moran insisted that a committee of saints 
and angels had waited upon him and begged him to offer 
himself as a sacrifice for the sins of his fellow-men. Judge 
Van Wyck thought they could find an altar for him at the . 
insane asylum. Mary Morrissey confidentially informed the 
judge that her soul had preceded her to heaven, her body 
alone remaining on the earth. The judge committed her to 
keep Mr. Moran company. 


J. E. Remspure’s ‘‘ Sabbath-Breaking” has been reprinted 
in England. A portion of the work has also been republished 
in India. Mr. J. R. Upshon, secretary of the Madras Secu- 
lar Society, givs it the following indorsement: ‘‘I consider 
it the best book on the subject that I hav read. The author 
has dealt with the subject in an able and most exhaustiv 
manner, and has completely proved that there is no such 
divine institution as a Sabbath for Christian believers, or In- 
fidel unbelievers, to break. The book deserves a place in 
every Freethinker’s library as the text book on this subject.” 


eg 

L. S. Mzroarr, formerly connected with the North Amer- 
tcan Review, has inaugurated a new periodical venture, and 
named it The Forum. It is similar in character to the Re- 
view, and the first number is the equal in all respects of that 
representativ monthly. The articles of most interest to Free- 
thinkers are one by James Parton on newspapers, and another, 
relating his religious experience, by M. J. Savage, of Boston. 
Heber Newton shows Romanism to be but a baptized pagan- 
ism, but his conclusions are disfigured by a sad exhibition of. 
illogic and a causeless and witless attack upon Colonel Inger- 
soll. The Forum is published at 97 Fifth ave., at 50 cents 
per number and $5 per year. 


To pray or not to pray is the question at Harvard College. 
At present the students are compelled to attend prayers, and 
this they do notlike. The O. K. Society has petitioned the 
president and overseers to abolish this custom. The peti- 
tioners say, among other things: ‘‘However large a part 
laziness may havin ordinary opposition to prayers, it would 
be a mistake to suppose that there is not a genuin conscien- 
tious disapproval of them. This disapproval is founded on 
the widespread feeling that religious practices should be 
made matters for individual taste and feeling to direct; that 
everyone has a right to follow his own bent in such matters. 
So widespread is this feeling that it underlies the arguments 
of those who defend compulsory prayers as well of those who 
oppose them.” 


PLE RN 

Tur University says that in Chicago there are between 
thirty-five and forty thousand nativs of Bohemia. The ma- 
jority of them hav come to America since 1870. Few of the 


‘adults can speak English, but they publish several journals 


in their own language, one a daily, called the Svornost. The 
majority of the Bohemians are said to be Roman Catholics, 
but most of the men treat the claims of the -hurch and its 
doctrins with open contempt. The publicati ns of the Bo- 
hemians teem with articles and pictures ridiculing not only 
the doctrins of thé Romish and Protestant churches, but also 
the fundamental ideas of religion—the existence of God and 
the immortality of the soul—the statement being repeatedly 
made that if there were a God, ‘‘he would keep things 
straighter than they are." The Bible is regarded with par- 
ticular contempt. The Svornost has recently published 
Paine’s ‘‘Age of Reason” in instalments in its Sunday edi- 
tion, and is now publishing a series of Bible scenes in cari- 
cature, accompanied by what a correspondent of the Interior 
describes as ‘‘most scornful and blasphemous comments in 
vile doggerel.” The title of the series is given as ‘‘ The Holy 


Bible for Sport. Written under the Inspiration of the Holy 
Ghost, by Fr. B. Zdrubek." But the same correspondent 
bears witness that while vice and crime are shockingly prev- 
alent among some of the inhabitants of this region, yet the 
people are as a rule industrious and law-abiding. Probably 
the vice and crime are committed by those who still hold to 
the Roman Catholic religion. 


THE women engaged in sewing Bibles over in the Bible 
House are, according to John Swinton’s Paper, the subjects 
of much ill treatment. It is alleged that the majority of 
them cannot make over $2.50 to $4 a week; that their 
wages hav been cut down at least twice within the past few 
years; that their work is irregular; and that they hav in 
large measure been supplanted by sewing-machines, under 
which old people of long service are turned out to the 
streets. In the mean time, while the poor toilers of the Bible 
House suffer in these ways, there are men drawing large sal- 
aries from the treasury of the American Bible Society. And 
we agree with Mr. Swinton that the matter should be investi- 
gated. But the investigation should not stop with the sew- 
ing women. 


Wm. W. Asron, late minister to Italy, has resurrected a 
letter written by Lucretia Borgia, just previous to her death, 
to Pope Leo X.: “And so great is the favor of my all-merci- 
ful creator, that it is accorded to me to know that the end of 
my life approaches—that in a few hours it will hav ceased, 
though not before I shall hav received the holy consolations 
of the church. Arrived at this solemn extremity, I bethink 
me a Christian—albeit a sinner—to ask your holiness the 
spiritual treasure of a henediction that may bring peace to 
my soul. And while entreating this favor for myself, I fur- 
ther commend my husband and my children, who are devout 

_followers of your holiness, to the benefits of your spiritual 
grace.” Whatever else she may hav been, Lucretia Borgia 
was & good Christian. 


Tue Vice Society’s machine runs:a little hard just at pres- 
ent, owing to the lack of financial lubrication, and one of 
Mr. Comstock’s attempts to procure a trifle of oil has come to 
our notice. ArthurF.Ducret, whose name has appeared from 

_time to time, signed to Comstock’s decoy letters, and who 
has long been a stenographer in the employ of the Vice 
Society, has quit his employers. Mr. Ducret furnished his 
minutes of an examination to counsel for some one of Com- 
stock’s intended victims, transcribing his notes at home in 
the evening, and being under no obligation to account to 
Comstock for the fees received therefor; and the trouble 
arose from Comstock’s efforts to bulldoze Mr. Ducret into 
turning over these fes to the treasury of the Vice Society. 
Mr. Ducret very properly resisted this effort to exploit the 
proceeds of his labor, and being unable to remain in the 
office with comfort on account of Comstock's overbearing 
- obstreperousness, resigned his position. We are glad that 


such tricks are becoming necessary, as the society feels more 


and more pressure from lack of funds, owing to the gradual 
withdrawal of public confidence in its management, and we 
congratulate Mr. Ducget in getting away from bad company, 
and trust he may find more reputable and more satisfactory 
employment. 


Tne University and Unity of Chicago hav been consolidated 
under the name of the latter. Unity is a sixteen page weekly 
journal, devoted to Unitarianism. The paper is edited with 
much ability, and by more or less Liberal men, as evidenced 
by the following notice of the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL: ''This 
is the almanac of Protest; of protest against various forms of 
injustice still perpetrated in the name of dominant church 
religions, that by which the evidence of Freethinkers is 
denied in courts, by which museums are closed on Sundays, 
by which the churches and their belongings (estimated by 
the almanac compilers for the United States as worth nearly 
$750,000,000) go wholly untaxed, etc. It is the protest of 
which Ingersoll is the prophet, and which claims alliance 
with many noble men whose faces make a gallery here of 
thirty portraits. Not ours the band who make this almanac; 
but they are fighting part of the world's battle for liberty, 
and we are not ashamed to giv them gratitude, but would be, 
if we were. And that above their protcst, and their, ‘Let 
thc church go" they hav their affirmation and ideal, and 
that in it their best selvs and the best self of the churches 
are at one, these lines by Courtlandt Palmer, found on one 


of the pages, shall attest : 
** *Self-hood lost 
In self-surrender, joy in others’ joys 
Attained, love and its peace encompassed 
In loving rather than in being loved; 
In giving, not in getting, our redemption gained.’” 


Tnx Methodist preachers belonging to the Baltimore con- 
ference hav been holding a meeting at Washington. One of 
the subjects considered was how to equalize the salaries. 
Under the itinerary plan preachers are sent hither and yon, 
sometimes to charges which pay very little. There are many 

^*tsoft jobs” within the gift of the various conferences, but 
big preachers with ‘‘ pulls” are assigned to them. Natur- 
ally there is dissatisfaction. A report read on the fourth day 
of this meeting shows that the aggregate salaries allowed by 
one hundred and forty-six charges to one hundred and eighty 
pastors in the Baltimore conference were, including house- 
rent, $165,066, but that on these claims there was & total de- 
ficiency of $8,089, lcaving the average of actual receipts at 
$982. Deducting from this the rental value of parsonages, 
the actual average salary was reduced to $785. There are 
sixty preachers who receive less than the average, and one of 
them only $100. The net income of more than one-third of 
the conference members is about $350, or less than a dollar a 
day. The highest salary received is $3,500. The report 
does not mention the amount of wedding and funcral fees nor 
donation parties. Various plans were discussed to equalize 
the pay of the preachers, buf no definit action was taken. 
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One minister denounced the scheme as Communistic, but he 
was probably a thirty-five-hundred-dollar man. Weare glad 
that the Baltimore conference cannot disturb the breezy ed- 
itor of the New York Advocate in the enjoyment of his three- 
thousand-dollar ‘‘sit” and about nine months a year leave of 
absence to run round the country and deliver lectures and 
perform marriage ceremonies and funeral rites at about the 
average rate of $50 a perform. 


Tar Christians of Kansas are making herculean efforts to 
keep the state university a Christian institution. A few 
months ago Miss Kate Stephens, the Greek professor, whose 
success as a teacher had become noted in other educational 
institutions, was removed because she is an Infidel, and now 
an effort is being made to supersede Prof. W. H. Carruth, 
one of the most scholarly men connected with the university, 
for the same reason. The Axtimonopolist says that ‘an im- 
ported zealot connected with the Young Men’s Christian As- 
sociation, seconded by the chancellor, and at least one pro- 
fessor, and the local clerical influence, has inaugurated a ven- 
detta against everything modern, progressiv, or Liberal, and 
everybody who docs not bow the knee to their particular 
Baal, avowing their intention to bring the university, as a 
whole, into line with their fanatical and outgrown ideas.” 


Tue paper of Mrs. Linton, entitled **A Protest and a Plea,” 
on page 146 of last week’s issue is from the Gentleman's Maga- 
zine, and forms the concluding chapter of the new book, else- 
where advertised, ‘‘The Order of Creation,” which is now 
ready for delivery. Mrs. Linton’s rebuke of Mr. Gladstone 
is pointed and eloquent, but Freethinkers will derive the 


solidest satisfation from Mr. Huxley's second reply to the | 


English premier. He exposes Mr. Gladstone's scientific in- 
capacity; reflects upon the unreliability of modern sermons 
upon science; and, in the quietly sarcastic manner of which 
he is so perfect a master, shows that the author of the Pen- 
tateuch, whoever he may be, was. in no wise competent to 
handle the subject of the genesis of theainiverse. It isa 


chapter calculated to injure the feelings of the clerical recon- } 


cilers of Genesis and geology, but we feel sure Mr. Huxley 
wrote it in the kindest spirit, and for their special enlighten- 
ment. Itis a great paper, and deserves a million readers. 


BeroreE a church society of Milwaukee Mr. Silas Chapman 
recently read a paper upon churches in the olden time in 
Massachusetts. One paragraph of his recollections is inter- 


esting, as showing the change between the customs of the | 


Puritans and the customs of their descendants: ‘‘ At that 
time church and state were united. Every taxpayer was 
obliged to pay & yearly tax for the support of the gospel. 
'This tax was assessed the same way and collected by the 
same officer as any other town tax, as school or highway. 
This money thus collected, if no objection was. made by the 
taxpayers, was for the benefit of the first church established 
in the town, whatever its denomination. As most of the first 
churches were Congregational, that denomination was prac- 
tically the state church. If there was any other church in 
the town the taxpayer could designate in prescribed legal 
way that he desired his tax to go to the benefit of that 
church, whatever denomination, and to that church his pay- 
ment went. But he must pay the tax for the support of the 
gospel, whether he was Jew or Infidel, Chinese or saloon 
keeper. All this was abolished in 1838 by the Massachusetts 
legislature. There was only one church in our town, and 
consequently all the tax went to that church. All the busi- 
ness now given to the trustees of our churches was done in 
town meeting. The town was the trustee. It voted and 
paid the minister’s salary. Our minister had $400 a year 
and some perquisits, among them thirty cords of wood. He 
usually picked out the richest girl in town and married her, 
and had the homestead, and when his father-in-law died he 
usually left him a cider mill and a distillery.” 


Tue editor of the Melbourne, Australia, Harbinger of Light 
(Spiritualist) calls upon Liberals of every stamp to impede 
by every possible means the insidious work of the theologian. 
The danger which now threatens Australia is the introduc- 
tion of the Bible in state schools. ‘‘ Depend upon it,” says 
Mr. Terry, ‘‘ the organization for this object will use all 
their influence on candidates at the next election to extort 
promises of support for their nefarious project, and it is only 
by counter action on the part of broad-thinking people that 
they can be successfully met, and their scheme frustrated. 
As a rule liberal men do not allow a candidate’s religious 
opinions to bias them in their judgment of his fitness for a 
legislator, and this is as it should be, but the present case is 
an exceptional one, which demands the sacrifice of all minor 
considerations, and the man who will not pledge himself to 
opposed this retrograde movement is unworthy the sup- 
port of any true progressionist.” Mr. Terry, it will be 
recollected, is the gentleman who imported a large lot 
of books from this office, and had them confiscated 
by the customs officers because the consignment in- 
cluded the ‘Trial of D. M. Bennctt,” ‘Sinful Saints,” 
and ‘“‘An Open Letter to Jesus Christ.” Mr. Terry 
has, however, forced the collector to deliver to him all but 
these, and he now advertises the books in his paper. Butthe 
grip of Christian power upon his neck has evidently been a 
revelation to Mr. Terry. The Australian Christian papers hav 
defamed his character by publishing him as an importer of 
obscene books, and he instituted proceedings against one, the 
Argus. But upon application to the prominent Jawycrs of 
Melbourne, he was told that he did not hav a ghost of a 
chance to obtain justice. While the matter he complained of 
was undoubtedly within the statute, and he had a good legal 
case, the Argus people could demand a trial by a jury, and 
the lawyers were positiv that no jury could be drawn who 
would convict a Christian of libeling a Freethinker. One 
lawyer pointed out that as the majority of jurors were mem- 
bers of some Christian denomination, their prejudices would 


be against those who introduced literature antagonistic to 
their belief, and it was doubtful whether sufficient unanimity 
could be obtained among them to secure a verdict. An- 
other lawyer indorsed this view. He said that the counsel 
for the defense would appeal to the prejudices of the jury 
by enlarging upon the contents of the two pamphlets seized, 


"which from an orthodox point of view were blasphemous, and 


80 work upon their feelings as to blind them to the true state 
of the case. Mr. Terry then abandoned his suit. But he 
does not rest quietly under the wrong, and proposes to do 
what he can to change the administration of injustice. He 
feels now like opening war upon the churches, with the view 
to help destroy the vicious ‘‘dogmas which cramp men’s 
minds and engender hatred and persecution rather than love 
and freedom." 4 


Tux Rationalist of New Zealand has suspended publication. 
to 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Mrs. H. S. Laxe will speak for the Spiritual Society of 
Cleveland at the anniversary of modern Spiritualism, March 
81st, after which she goes to Providence, R. I., for the Sun. 
days of April. 


J. E. Remspure spoke in Boston last Sunday and is ex- 
pected to speak in Baltimore next Sunday. From Baltimore 
he goes to Ohio, lecturing at Kent on the 16th; Garrettsville, 
17th, 18th; Perrysburg, 20th; Tontogany, 21st; Carey, 29d; 
Brandford, 23d, 24th. 


From Sunday, March 28th, to Sunday, April Ath, inclusiv 
the Southern Association of Spiritualists and the Spiritual 
Society of Louisville, Ky., will celebrate the thirty-eighth 
anniversary of modcrn Spiritualism at Louisville. For par- 
ticulars address H. C. Krell, 618 East Jefferson street, Louis- 
ville, Ky. i 


Tug Wisconsin State Association of Spiritualists will hold 
its next quarterly meeting (and anniversary of modern Spirit. 
ualism) in Musical Society Hall, No. 381 Milwaukee st., Mil- 
waukee, Wis., March 26, 27, and 28, 1886. Attendants will 
pay full fare on all roads to the meeting, and will be returned 
for one-fifth fare. Board may be had at first-class boarding. 
houses at $1 per day. Wm. M. Lockwood, President. 


W. F. Jamieson writes: ‘‘In Wentworth Dakota, I hav 
closed my fourteenth lecture, being my third visit there; 
lectured this time every evening for a week to good houses, 
although the weather was unfavorable. "There are enterpris- 
ing Liberals in Wentworth, such as W. L. Horton, N. Went- 
worth, the Zimmermans, formerly of Milwaukee, Mr. Clau- 
der, and forty or fifty others. Since I lectured in Went- 
worth. a little over a year ago, there has been a determined 
effort by the Christians to take the place. The Christianity 
there is of a rather bitter sectarian character. But the Lib. 
erals proposc to build a Liberal hall, spacious and comfort- 
able, and not too sacred for the everyday use of the people. 
I submit that the Liberals everywhere, instead of helping to 
build churches that are too holy to allow a Freethinker to 
tell the truth in, should build one good hall, at least, in every 
town, where the whole population can assemble, if need be. 
Ten days ago I came from a six months’ tour through the 
Southwest. Memory is full of cordial greetings and pleasant 
episodes; but for climate, the dry, pure air, giv me the 
Northwest. The push, remarkable energy, and general 
prosperity of Northwestern people meet me on every side. 
At this writing, March 3d to 10th, I am expounding the gos- 
pel of Freethought in Madison, Dakota, a town which has 
the reputation of being very pious, but from the cordial man- 
ner in which our first lecture was received, I presage we will 
hav an excellent hearing. Mr. Horton and Mr. Clauder, of 
Wentworth, are to blame for it. They drove down here, 
hired a hall, and set me to work. My address is Lake City, 
Minn., where I soon expect to be to take a needed rest." 


Tue subject discussed at the last meeting of the Nine- 
teenth Century Club was ‘‘ The Idea of God: Is Pantheism 
the Outcome of Modern Science?" The essayist was John 
Fiske, of Harvard; the protagonist, Chauncey M. Depew, rail- 
road lawyer and Calvinistic Christian; with T. B. Wakeman, 
Positivist, to conclude. Professor Fiskc was described in 
the notices of the meeting asa '' cosmic Theist," whatever 
that is, but he took exception to this summing-up of his 
creed, as he contended that the Christian church was broad 
enough to hold him. He defined the difference between the 
anthropomorphicand the cosmic conceptions of God, to show 
that as man progresses the anthropomorphic conception dis- 
appears, and man ceases to apply to God the feelings, senti- 
ments, passions, and actions of men, and substitutes the idea 
that the natural order of the universe is the outcome of deity, 
that nowhere is quiescence to be found in nature, that evolu- 
tion and natural selection are the methods of the deity so far 
as they hav yet been explained or understood by men, that. 
they are consistent with human progress to the highest and 
best by the elimination of the worst as the fittest survive. 
Professor Fiske thought that there is ‘a dramatic tendency 
in the universe,” and he was a Theist by “a supreme act of 
faith." Chauncey M. Depew repeated the stale falsehoods 
about the French Revolution, said that all the old philosophies 
are dead, while Christianity livs, and concluded by asking, 
Who made protoplasm and cosmic dust? He wisely stopped 
short of the final question, Who made God? He believed the 
Old and New Testaments precisely as they are presented by 
Christianity. He was in antagonism, he said, with Mr. 
Wakeman, who dismisses the Bible as entircly a mass of leg- 
end, and with Professor Fiske, who accepts it with an inter- 
pretation entircly his own. Mr. Wakeman closed the discus- 
sion with a defense of American Positivism. He claimed 
that the Religion of Humanity takes in all that there is good 
for anything in every other religion; that it does not make a 
fetich of one book, but absorbs the good of all books. 


^ 
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Letters from friends. 


MELBOURNE LETTER. 
MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA, Jan. 25, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: The year 1885 has passed from sight, and 
the new year has come, not amid the cold and wintry storms 
of a northern climate, but in the heat of summer. Its birth 
was heralded with festival and holiday rejoicing—picnics and 
races, boat-riding and boat-upsetting, hurrying the hapless 
and reckless occupants into another state of existence with- 
out notice or warning. Holidays are not confined to a few, 
as with us in America, but they are often and long, and en- 
tered into with spirit, giving one the impression that merry- 
making is the chief object of life. 

They were closely followed in Melbourne with labor 
strikes, the butcher, the baker, the candlestick-maker, all 
concluding that they were giving their valuable services at 
too low a figure, and that the hours of labor were too long to 
" allow them to cultivate their literary tastes; and so the 
wharf-lumpers, the stone-masons and. plasterers, the wardens 
in the prison, the pastry cooks, with others, hav refused to 
work or allow others if they can prevent. Hence labor is 
being imported from Adelaide and New Zealand to fill the 
places of the discontented ones, thereby giving them un- 
limited time for literary pursuits. Even the letter-carriers 
are objecting to a single mail delivery on holidays, remind- 
ing one of the man who said, ‘‘ Bad luck to the man who in- 
vented working by the dirty light of a candle,” and was rc- 
plied to, ** Bad luck to the man who invented working at all." 

The trip from Sydney to Melbourne by water occupies 
about fifty-six hours, and many points of beauty meet the 
eye, more particularly in the neighborhood of Bass strait 
(named in honor of à young navigator, George Bass, who in 
a voyage of eleven weeks in an open whale-boat with six 
seamen made valuable discoveries, and his name immortal) 
and Wilson's promontory, where a dozen islands are in sight, 
But these are considered dangerous waters. Only a few 
weeks since a vessel loaded with wool struck on a rock and 
disappeared from sight, and. not until a reward was offered 
by government was her whereabouts discovered and a buoy 
placed over the spot. The Heads of Port Philip, or Hobson's 
Bay, are a long, low stretch of land, and the harbor is an im- 
mense body of water, with its channel marked with buoys 
and lightships, possessing but little of the beauty of Port 
Jackson or Sydney harbor. About thirty miles from the 
Heads is Williamstown, an extensiv seaport on the western 
side of the bay, and as one of the suburbs of Melbourne it 
holds an important position. It is at the mouth of the Yarra 
river, and nine milesfrom the city. Here heavily-laden ships 
unload before proceeding up the river, a crooked, muddy 
stream. A canal is being constructed which will shorten the 
distance several miles and be of great advantage to the ship- 
ping interests. The great city of Melbourne was first 
foujfüed in 1885, by a man named Faulkner. It made but 
little progress until the discovery of gold in 1851. Fromthat 
time, like San Francisco, it has made rapid strides, showing 
what the energy of man can accomplish, and it is its boast 
that it never was a penalcolony. Its streets are broad and at 
right angles, giving it the appearanceof an American city. 
The buildings are modern in style, but largely built of blue 
stone, imparting a somber appearance to the city. It is 
comparativly flat, and its system of sewerage is all above 
ground in stone gutters outside of the sidewalks and crossing 
them at corners of streets and allies. 

The Public Library herc is said to be the finest in the 
southern hemisphere, containing 100,000 books and 15,000 
pamphlets. The annual number of readers and visitors is 
266,000. It has in connection with it a museum devoted to 
the sister arts of painting and sculpture. 

The Royal Park and Zoological Gardens occupy a spacious 
reserve of several hundred acres, with a fine collection of 
animals and birds. The beautiful plumage of the tropical 
birds and the ease with which they acquire the use of lan- 
guage is truly wonderful to those who hav been acquainted 
only with birds of colder climates. The National Museum of 
Natural History and Geology is a place of absorbing interest 
to the student of nature. The city proper is surrounded 
with thirty-seven suburban towns or villages, most of them 
with their own city government. The town hall is a lofty, 
steepled building. In every suburb, Melbourne, like 
Sydney, is interspersed with various parks and gardens— 
breathing-places for the masses. The city has one line of 
cars, or trams, as they call them, about three and a half miles 
long, and others in construction, but all parts of city and 
suburb are connected with lines of cabs and omnibuses. 

Victoria and New South Wales now stand at the head of 
the colonies, the former with over eight hundred thousand 
inhabitants, while the latter has six hundred thousand. The 
public revenue of each is about four million pounds per an- 
num. The yearly imports of Victoria amount to fourteen 
million pounds, and New South Wales thirteen million. 
' Victoria has about six hundred miles of railroad in use, but 
its rail accommodations are behind the age—cars divided 
into compartments where the traveler is locked in and at the 
mercy of the guard whether he is permitted to leave it at the 
stations or not, and with none of the arrangements for the 
comfort of passengers with which the American cars are pro- 
- vided. Some of the experiences of travelers are more amus- 
ing in recital than in reality. Another fact is that in chang- 
ing cars every traveler must look after his own baggage or it 
will be left, no matter if it is checked. 

Melbourne may well be called a city of churches, and if 
the money used in building their tall steeples and towers, 
and the useless chimes of bells, were used in build'ag homes 
for the industrious poor, it would giv thcir God greater 
glory, and cause for more happincss on earth. 


Melbourne | 


but help to help themselvs. Rents are enormously high for 
a common-sized family ; a house with the poorest accommo- 
dations cannot be had less than from £2 10s. to £3 a week, 
and the lessee must keep it in repair, and pay the rates, or 
taxes. 

Bigotry reigns supreme, and strennous efforts are being 
made by the government to destroy the growing Liberal 
thought of the day. As your readers are aware, the govern- 
ment prosecuted Joseph Symes, editor of the Liberator and 
lecturer for the Australian Secular Association of Melbourne, 
for publishing his paper without a license, upon which 
charge he was convicted. He was also arrested, and had 
two trials, the jury failing to agree both times, for selling 
tickets of admission to Sunday night lectures, the law de- 
fining the crime as keeping a disorderly house, and he was 
ordered for a third trial, but the government, realizing that 
to continue the case was to court defeat, dismissed it, claim- 
ing, however, that it is still the law of the colony, and it is 
impossible to-day for a lecturer ta hire a theater in Melbourne 
and sell tickets of admission Sunday, for the lessee is threat- 
ened with having his license taken from him, if he sublets 
for that purpose. As yet this fight has borne no fruit in that 
direction, but it is to be hoped it will in the future. In that 
respect Freethought is much crippled in Melbourne, but 
thought is growing, and the people are bursting the bands 
with which they hav been trammeled, and are using their 
liberty as did our pilgrim fathers use their new-found liberty 
to persecute all that did not think as they did. The Secular- 
ism of Australia has no adhesiv qualities, its aim being to 
tear down and destroy everything that bears the name of 
religion or Spiritualism, while they hav nothing better to 
offer. They furnish no material with which to erect a bettcr 
structure. 

Secularism isa word much used here, and the impression 
it leaves upon our minds is not pleasing, and we were sorry 
to learn that the National Liberal League of America had 
been changed to the Secular Union, because there is no union 
in English Secularism as evidenced in the colonies. The 
name in progressiv America perhaps will not imply what it 
does here, for here it is of the Thomas Winter school. No 
one has rights but the Materialists, and while they hav not 
succeeded in tearing the churches to pieces, they are at pres- 
ent engaged in tearing themselvs to pieces as organizations. 

The same is true not only of Sydney but of Melbourne and 
Auckland as well. However, evolution is nature’s law; 
change and the refining process is more hopeful than crystal- 
lization. They hav not yet caught the spirit of true Liberal- 
ism. 

We spent the month of December in Melbourne, Mr. York 
speaking to large and increasing audiences; but, having a 
further engagement in Sydney, we left Melbourne with the 
intention of returning before leaving the colonies. Since our 
first arrival in Sydney, Mr. York has been suffering from 
ill-health. The sudden changes of climate of this southern 
world do not seem to agree with him, and the length of our 
stay here depends solely upon his health. We are now in the 
midst of summer, but our experiences of Melbourne climate 
were not agreeable—one day in danger of a sun-stroke, the 
next almost needing an overcoat. They are having very 
heavy rains in many parts of Australia and in some localities 
severe floods and hail-storms. There is much more rain in 
Victoria than in New South Wales, and the soil being more 
productiv, most of the vegetables that are used in the colonies 
are grown there, and New South Wales gets satisfaction by 
calling it the Cabbage Garden. A lively jealousy exists be- 
tween the two colonies. Living is expensiv here; a pound is 
looked upon about the same asa dollar is in America; at any 
rate, the purchasing power of twenty shillings ($5) here is no 
greater than of twenty shillings ($2.50) in California, while 
of double the value. But fora home giv me America and 
our own dear California. 

With the best of wishes for all TRUTH SEEKER readers, I 
bid them all a Happy New Year. Mrs. J. L. York. 


Brooxriyn, E. D., Feb. 28, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: Anything in relation to the history and do- 
ings of Thomas Paine with all Freethinkers must be interest- 
ing; hence the article of mine in your last issue was the 
result. Unfortunately for me, I loaned my last paper, con- 
taining its telling cartoon on Catholicity and priestcraft in 
general, to a friend, who in turn passed it round to convulsed 
Liberalists, and it has not found its way back yet. Well, let 
it sail around. No doubt it is doing its work. There must 
hav been something therein that touched my very sensitiv 
feelings, when the subject of Spiritualism is hroached—per- 
haps a letter from our astute friend Brother Thomas Winter, 
or Aunt ‘‘ Elmina.” 

The fact with me seems E be, I was fearful you were 
going to throw up your hand and go into Spiritualism, and 
this would never do! We must hav a strictly neutral sheet 
on this important subject, for if we don't, where are we? 
The venerable Thomas Winter, the Materialist, wants some- 
thing he can grasp with a pair of tongs, and Aunt Elmina 
the autobiography of ourselvs before we are born! I am 
sorry for Aunty, as she seems to hav lost all confidence in 
human veracity. But who can blame her, for old King 
David was somewhat in the same fix, when he declared in 
his wrath **all men were liars.” Perhaps the old saint had 
just come from a spiritual seance! For between you and 
me, Friend Macdonald, I hav little confidence in public 
mediums, and yet I hav seen wonderful things, both with 
public mediums and in my own house. 

Now in relation to the world emancipator, Thomas Paine. 
Ithink I can put you in the way of getting a genuin likeness 
of the great man. It was painted by his friend and renowned 
artist Jarvis. It is in this city. An anecdote is told of 
the Episcopal bishop Provost, who was getting his portrait 


has many charitable institutions, but I do not mean charity, | taken by the same Infidel artist. The bishop, while sitting, 


naturally askéd Mr. Jarvis what his religious belief was. Mr. 
Jarvis only remarked, ‘‘ Please, keep your mouth shut, and 
keep your eyes fixed on that portrait." The portrait was 
that of Thomas Paine. Please credit me with $3. 
Yours, for Liberalism, Davin Bruos. 

[Mr. Bruce should not hold Tux Trurn Srexrr responsi- 
ble for any opinions advanced by our correspondents. He 
has no more right to accuse us of trying to ‘squelch man’s 
hope of immortality,” because we print a Materialistic com- 
munication, than the Materialists hav to accusc us of advo- 
cating Spiritualism because we print one of Mr. Bruce's 
able articles.—En. T. S.] 


BELLEVILLE, KAN., Feb, 24, 1886. 
Mz. Epiron: Those illustrations—well, they are simply 
grand, and add immensely to the convincing value of THE 
Trovit SEEKER. The conscious brain is reached through the 
eye far quicker than the ear, and usually the impression is 
more lasting. This fact admitted, it will be difficult to 
rightly estimate the future value of the grand old Trura 
SEEKER asa teacher. Long may it liv, and that it may suc- 
ceed in the permanent overthrow of all superstition, and in 
the final establishment of truth, science, and reason, with 

Universal Mental Liberty, is the earnest wish of 

Yours, &e., Dr. H. Parriox. 
P.S.—Inclosed you will find P. O. draft for $12, which 
apply as per inclosed order and oblige the subscriber. 
. H. P. 


Montretier, Vr., Feb. 21, 286. 
Mr. Eprror: I send you by this mail $$4—$3 for Tur 
Truro SEEKER for another year, 25 cents for the ANNUAL, 
25 cents for Remsburg’s ‘‘Sabbath-Breaking,” and the 
balance to help the pictures—in my opinion the best thing 
that could be thought of. 'They speak volumes. Long may 
Watson Heston liv to giv his beautiful head-work to the 
world. Yours for truth, Davip FLEMING. 


EARLVILLE, ILL., Feb. 19, 286. 
DEAR Trove SEEKER (for you seem dearer than ever be- 
fore tome): Having Mr. Remsburg in our midst to defend 
Thomas Paine, and giv us a treat on “Bible Morals,” I hav 
felt just like saying to you, like Simeon of old, Mine eyes 
hav seen one of the saviors of the world—from superstitions 
and bigotry—the first Freethought lecture I hav ever had 
the pleasure of attending. It was a glorious success, and 
full house and good order. If it made anyone’s ears tingle 
to hear the truth; it will probably make people think for 
themselvs, which is very necessary among so many churches. 
Iwas somewhat a curiosity myself as yell as Mr. Remsburg, 
for I learned I was pointed out by some as the woman who 
got up the lectures, but I think they gave me too much 
credit, for others helped. However, I will accept the honor 
with thanks if they think I deserve it, for it was a glorious 
treat for me to listen to, and I hope Mr. Remsburg will liv 
long with good health to battle with superstition and priest- 

craft in this nineteenth century. Saran C. Hieron. 


Poros Ill., Feb. 24, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: We hav had the pleasure of listening to two 
lectures by Mr. Charles Watts, Monday and Tuesday even- : 
ings, the 22d and 23d inst.; subjects, ‘‘ Secularism: Destruc- 
tiv, and Constructiv,” and ‘‘ Unbelief: its Nature and Ser- 
vice to Mankind.” "We had all we could comfortably seat in 
the largest hall in our place, and an attentiv and appreciativ 
audience. It has caused a “ a great shaking among the dry 
bones." 

Mr. Watts is considered the ablest man upon these sub- 
jects we hav ever listened to. We tried hard to get up a 
discussion between him and the ministers of this place, but 
so far hav not succeeded. C. D. REED. 


Corunna, IND., Feb. 25, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: I see that the grand old TRUTH SEEKER is 
gradually evoluting from a Bible pounding to an overdue 
scientific journal. Although we love the grand truths of 
scientific research, yet THE TRUTH SEEKER will fail to accom- 
plish the objects so fondly hoped for if Bible fighting is 
neglected. Tae TRUTH SEEKER is valuable as a missionary 
document only when it contains plain expositions of the 
Christian Bible. I feel assured that it is the desire of a large 
majority of your patrons that your invaluable journal should 
contain at least two pages of plain Bible expositions, so that 
in the hands of Christians it would accomplish grand results. 
Do not think that our destructiv campaign is ended, for it is 
scarcely begun. Faith in the Bible must be destroyed before 
science can reign in our benighted land. If the editor of 
Tas TRUTH Seeker should spend a season in this vicinity, he 
might be made to believe that, Thomas Paine has not yet 


been born. Yours, for more Bible pounding, 
Joseru A. SHADE. 
Sourn Lower, ALA., Jan. 24, 1886. 
Mr. Epivor: Some think the Mormons and the Roman 


Catholics are the only sects who obey a supposed higher 
authority than the civil government. But they are mistaken. 
The missionary Baptists of this state (tb. North River Asso- 
ciation) hav published the minutes of tF ir annual session for 
1884, and also their declaration of faith, and the fourteenth 
article says: ‘Of civil government—That civil government 
is of divine appointment, for the interest and good of human 
society, and that magistrates are to be prayed for, conscien- 
tiously honored and obeyed, except in things opposed to the 
will of the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the only Lord of con- 
science and the prince of the kings of the earth." 

Now, I hope others will examin the faith of other denom- 
inations, and let us sce who and how many are making this 
government and its ws secondary to some other power. 

All who respect some other government as superior to our 
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form should stop voting, and depend on their higher for. 
protection, and not on our despised civil government. They 
despise the rule of the people by the people, but want the 
pope or Jesus to rule us. Let us find who are the friends of 
the people. 

The time is coming when we must know who is to rule 
this nation, whether it shall be science or faith ; whether 
man's interests, or the pope's, or Jesus's, are to be protected ; 
whether the people are to rule themselvs, and hav a repub- 
lic, or one is to rule, and hav a despotism. And let us watch 
our law-makers, both in the state and in Congress, and learn 
who are the friends of the people and science; and when we 
vote, know who to vote for, to save what we now hav, 
viz.: The people shall rule themselvs. J. K. DEARTH. 


: f Turee Rivers, Feb. 25, 1885. 

Mr. Envrror of the champion periodical of Liberalism and 
Freethought: You can scarcely imagin the great pleasure and 
real interest I find in reading the many glorious communica- 
tions with which each number comes filled. 

The illustrations speak volumes of themselvs longer to be 
retained in the mind of the beholder than prose or poetry 
however well composed. 

The letters from A, B, and C are mostly real pearls, 
gems of.thought and intrinsic worth. It really seems as 
though it were wrong for me to feast on the good things of 
my brother and sister Liberals, devotees of progress, unless I, 
too, cast in my mite of encouragement for the benefit of our 
noble. and praiseworthy causé, true Liberalism, without 
blemish in thought, word, or deed. 

It seems to me; if the blessed good old hero of modern in- 
dependent Freethought, D. M. Bennett, can return from be- 
yond the silent tomb to abide in spirit with his old friends, 
he is either with our present editor, E. M. Macdonald, in- 
spiring him with wisdom, zeal, and perseverance in conduct- 
ing the dear old (battle-ax) Trurm SEEKER, or else the lessons 
of him who died a martyr to the cause hav been well learned, 
and, if anything, improved upon since the great preceptor 
passed away. 

It was hard for me to become reconciled to Brother Ben- 
nett’s death. And why not? let me ask, since it is a fact that 
in the days of our youth we were both school and classmates, 
play-fellows and messmates, living together several years, 

.and, if not bedfellows, we were certainly room-mates and 
intimate cronies, well agreed in our channels of thought. 

Of course we enjoyed ourselvs as only dear friends could. 
I do not recollect of ever detecting the least breach of a good, 
truthful, upright, moral character in any of his walks of life. 
He was always pleasant, cheerful, and good-natured. We 
used to write many a sheet of old-fashioned foolscap paper 
chuckful to each other, both in poetry and prose, none of 
which, however, has been preserved from the waste basket. 
He was much more of a student, or ‘‘book-worm,” than my- 
self, so, while I used to be out recreating or playing with 
others, Bennett would usually be in his closet poring over 
some scientific or literary work. . 

On his return voyage around the world he called and spent 
two days and nights with us at our present home, and we 
had a gala old time in recapitulating the scenes of our boy- 
hood and youth. 

I was sorely disappointed and grieved at his sudden demise, 
as I had previously learned that he had intended to make a 
tour through the western states, when I fondly anticipated 
&nother pleasant time with our dear old friend, the brave 
founder of Tar TRUTH SEEKER paper, which I hav taken and 
faithfully read from its first commencement in Paris, III. 

I think there should be an anniversary day kept by us Lib- 
erals in memory of the birth of so important an event when 
Bennett drove the first wedge of Liberalism into the old cross- 
grained log of Christian superstition and false-hearted egotism 
and bigotry. : NS 

What say yot, Brother Macdonald, and what say you, 
brother and sister readers of the mighty TRUTH SEEKER? 

E. D. BLAKEMAN, 


Author of the 200 riddle book published by the Truth Seeker 
Co., and for sale by the same at 33 Clinton Place, N. Y. 
20 cents per copy. 


Bewron Harzor, Miou., Jan. 14, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find five dollars—three for re- 
newal of my subscription to Tug Truru SEEKER; one dollar 
for a copy of “Men, Women, and Gods," by Helen H. Gar- 
dener, and one dollar for thc Campaign Fund. We began 
taking Tne Truru Seerer while D. M. Bennett was in 
prison, and hav taken it ever since. 

What has become of John Peck and Converse Close? Ihav 
not seen a contribution in Tae TRUTH SEEKER from them in 
a long time. ` 

Wishing you success in the glorious cause of Freethought, 
Tam, -Yery respectfully, EMILY CASTLE. 


Canyon Ciry, Cor., Feb. 6, 1886. 

Mr. Eviror: When you see or know of men who, though 
convinced of the falseness of religious claims, yet do nothing 
toward correcting the error, but giv to the church to support 
it because of their business and relativ surroundings, and 
leave truth and good men to struggle for the tedemption of 
the world from a host of parasites, your confidence in such 
men must be lost. I judge for myself—mine would be. 

Now, is there no likeness between such men and those wlio 
know the absurdity of our unreasonable, unmanly, and 
greatly damaging orthography and yet dare not do anything 
to correct it when our country is suffering twenty-five million 
dollars every year, and as much more in education, besides 
the damage done to children’s faculties of logic? The eyes 
of people are blinded by a false method of learning. They 
are taught in such a way as to suppose that letters indicate 


the meaning of words instead of simply the sounds of words. ' 
I knew a man of considerable intelligence who was born | 
blind, was a good musician, well versed in grammar, and | 


could converse intelligently on all the common subjects of 
life, and yet had never seen a word. Now, how did he know 
the meaning of words? Certainly not by letters. It should 
be known and truly understood that the only and proper office 
of a letter is to spell a sound—that is, represent a sound to 
the eye. In arithmetic we hav only nine simple numbers and 
as many figures to represent them, with a nought to keep 
place. These figures always signify the same numbers, so that 
a child knowing how to count readily learns the figures that 
spell these numbers, and need not be mistaken. 

Now, if there be thirty-four or thirty-five simple elements 
of speech or sounds in the English language, and eachshould 
be spelled by a specific letter, how long would it require a 
child to know how to spell thirty-four or thirty-five sounds 
as certainly as it can the numbers ? A. B. PIKARD. 


WaAYNESBURG, PA., Feb. 25, 286. 

Tue Trura SEEKER Company: I inclose money for two re- 
newals and one new subscriber. Let me say that the new 
one is a stanch Freethinker who will stay with us. 

I do not like your pictures. It seems to me it must be a 
perverted taste that enjoys such caricatures. I consider their 
introduction the greatest mistake THE TRUTH SEEKER has ever 
made. The pictures are repulsiv exaggerations of truth, 
which would be very appropriate in Puck and other papers 
that appeal to man’s sensual nature, but are sadly out of 
place in the old TRUTH SEEKER. They will very much mar 
the good influence of your paper among those who most need 
its light. Repulsiv pictures glaring up from both the outside 
pages will cause many to throw the paper down with disgust 
who might otherwise be induced to read it. I never was 
ashamed to open up my TRUTH SEEKER any place until you 
spoiled its neat outside appearance with hideouscartoons. I 
want you to publish this, and if there are others of the same 
way of thinking I should like to hear from them. 

Fraternally, H. Cray Luse. 


Burr Oak, Micu., Feb. 20, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: Having long been a reader of your interest- 
ing paper, I hav read many articles from the pen of “N. G. 
W.," and had always considered him a person of average 
good sense and sound judgment. You can therefore judge 
of my surprise on reading his letter in Tug TRUTH SEEKER 
of February 6th. To think that, after proving to the best of 
his ability the author of the article he refers to, in the Burr 
Oak Acorn, to be, if not quite a fool, but a few degrees re- 
moved from one, he boldly asserts; ‘‘No man ever wrote 
that.” 

Evidently he thinks the-weak-minded are all of the feminin 
gender. Poor fellow! He is undoubtedly an old ‘“ bach,” 
and his poor opinion of the good sense of the ladies arises 
from the fact of his never having been able to persuade one 
of their number to change lier name to Mrs. W. 

A Woman. 


Dzrnorr, Mion., Feb. 28, 1886. 
Mr. Enrron: For the inclosed. $5 please send me ‘‘ Men, 
Women, and Gods,” by Helen H. Gardener; one TRUTH 
SEEKER ANNUAL for 1886 ; two copies ‘‘ Crimes of Preachers.” 
The balance I contribute to the extra expense of the pictures 
as now published in Tue TRUTH SEEKER. I am well pleased 
with the push and beauty of Taz TRUTH SEEKER. I take 
much pleasure in reading it Sundays. There is more truth 
and common sense in it than in all the sermons preached in 

our city. May you continue in well-doing. E. Cuore. 


Burre Crry, Mon. Terr., Feb. 11, e.m. 286. 

Mr. Ep:ron: Find inclosed $8, for which send Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER another year. 

Our Liberal Union is an organization of the past. None of 
us had the backbone to take the lead, and conscquently the 
infant died. Our president, Dr. O. B. Whitford, did all in 
his power to keep us afloat. The doctor's pamphlets, 
*Christianity a Reward for Crime" and ‘Bible Fabrica- 
tions Refuted," created a sensation here, and were undoubt- 
edly the cause of his defeat last spring when he ran for 
mayor—an office he had been elected to twice in this city of 
the mountains. But,then, his views at that time were known 
to but few, and conseqpnently when the pamphlets appeared 
everybody had something to say about them, and the follow- 
ers of the ‘‘meek and lowly” did all in their power to defeat 
him. They did it, though, by only about 40 majority out of 
1,200 votes cast. They tried to injure him in his profession 
too, but the doctor's reputation was too high. 

Respectfully, Frep. COOKE. 


Feb. 22, 1886. 

Mr. Eviror: In your last issue is a letter from “ A. H. K.," 
of Pacific, Mo., stating that the Masonic Lodge had expelled 
two of its members for non-belief in à God. I wonder how 
long the Liberal and Freethinking masses intend to quietly 
submit to the persecuting, domineering spirit and bigotry of 
Christian fanatics. Fully one-half or two-thirds of the Masons 
within the circle of my acquaintance are Agnostics, and this 
the Grand Master of New York stamps as “ practical Athe- 
ism,” which his grand jurisdiction will not tolerate. Well, 
let him so stamp it if he wishes, and in a few years he can 
stamp his feet in a rage of despair, for just as sure as the 
night follows the day there is going to be a reformation in the 
Masonic constitution, by-laws, and ritual. . 

No intelligent Mason now believes in the efficacy and 
power of prayer; few believe in the inspiration of the Bible, 
or that it is a gift from God to man, and none pretend to fol- 
low its teachings. How absurd, how ridiculous, then, for 
Freethinking, Liberal-minded Masons to teach those old, 
worn-out fables when both ‘‘ Master” and ''candidate" 
know that it is but a pack of falschoods and fraud. 


The Grand Oriente, of Franec, las set us:an example that 
is well worthy of our consideration, and until we follow in 


her footsteps it is useless to proclaim ourselvs as /’ree-masons. 
We are not free. The chains and fetters of à law based upon 
a superstitious dogma are as galling upon the mind of a Lib- 
eral Mason as were ever the iron chains upon the limbs of a 
negro slave. Weare not free; weare bound in the fetters of 
a dying creed. We are litile else than a prop to the church, 
that in its day of supremacy forced upon our brotherhood its 
God, its Christ, its saints, its ‘‘ holy” Bible, and all of our 
laws which tend to the suppression of honest thought and the 
complete crushing out of every intellectual advancement. If 
Agnostic Masons will unite in the reformation and regeriera- 
tion of our brotherhood, there is no doubt of our ultimate 
success. The whole drift of scientific and intelligent thought 
is toward Agnosticism, and if our order cannot keep pace 
with the advancement of the age it must necessarily giv way 
to some other organization that can adapt itself to the envi- 
ronments. 

Will not ** A. H. K.” and his expelled friends, and all other 
Liberal Masons, make some inquiries in their respectiv local- . 
ities and see what the prospects are for forming a Masonic 
lodge under a constitution, by-laws, and ritual sufficiently 
free from bigotry and superstition as not to bar from our fold 
or expell from our ranks an honest man on account of his 
opinions? I hav the requisit number pledged to form such a 
lodge where I liv, and when the call is made for a national 
meeting for the purpose of organizing and framing the con- 
stitution and by-laws, etc., we will hav a delegate present. 
Let every man, whether a Mason or not, who is in favor of 
such a move, write a few lines for THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

PLUMB Line. 


FILLMORE, Uram, Jan. 28, 286. 

Mr. Evrror: In Tus TRUTH SEEKER of Jan. 16th I find an 
article entitled ‘‘ Persecuting the Mormons,” in which Judge 
Powers is taken to task for failing to naturalize an alien be- 
cause of his belief as a Mormon, with which I beg leave to 
differ. Is it not contradictory for a man to say that he 
believes in polygamy and could not as a juror convict a man 
found guilty of that charge, and at the same time say that he 
is attached to the principles and laws of this country? The 
anti-polygamy law is as much a law against polygamy as a 
law against stealing or counterfeiting. It is rightfully said 
that it is not possible to stretch the clause defining the re- 
quirements for qualification for citizenship to cover belief. 
But when belief culminates in action, and that action is un- 
lawful, as it clearly is in this case when a man says he could 
not or would not render a verdict of guilty in a polygamy 
case, I hold that he should be debarred from citizenship, be- 
cause he denies the supremacy of the laws of the land he 
would adopt. It does not help the case any to cite the case 
of capital punishment and say that some people are opposed 
to it. If an alien should apply for papers of citizenship in a 
state where capital punishment formed part of the penal code, 
and the officer to whom he should apply, having the author- ` 
ity, should ask the question if he would convict a man, the 
proof being conclusiv, and he should answer No, I woud 
debar him on the same principle. : 

A man may not like a certain law, he may even think it is 
unconstitutional, yet he may not disobey it with impunity. 
Of course a man has the right to test the constitutionality of 
a law, but if he does and it is decided against him, he should 
abide by the result. Ido not like the Comstock laws, and 
always hav urged, and always will urge, their repeal (the 
question of modification is not worth considering), but until 
they are repealed I shall endeavor to obey them. It is in the 
mean time my right and privilege to agitate and petition for 
their repeal until I get it. I wish I could sce as good excuse 


| for some of the acts in the Edmunds bill, notably Sections . 


10, 11, and 12, referred to in the same article of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER. If the property of the Mormon church and the em- 
igration fund can be taken and be appropriated for public 


-uses, I do not see why the property of any or all of the 


other denominations cannot be likewise used. He should 
hav included all while he was about it. I suppose, however, 
there is good reason why the honored senator refrained. It 
would hav hit some darling institution of his own, where part 
of his treasures was lodging, and from which he expected 
another lift in the future, besides a passport to everlasting 
glory and a big harp on the other side of Jordan. I believe 
there are plenty of means within the bounds of the constitu- 
tionfor putting down polygamy without using means that are 
clearly unconstitutional according to my idea. Or, if consti- 
tutional because it is alleged that they use it to fight the gov- 
ernment and bring in immigrants to help defy the laws of the 
land, where is the sect who has not used its means to fight 
the state when the latter came in contact with her pet 
schemes? To me it seems that our law-givers hav been try- 
ing to see how. long they could beat around the bush without. 
routing the enemy. In one thing, however, they hav suc- 
ceeded ; they hav made themselvs despicable not only to the 
Mormon people but to the world. They hav also succeeded 
in keeping up an enmity between the Mormons and outsiders 
that could not hav been so bitter if they had either let them 
alone or made them respect the laws of the land. 

To me it is immaterial which course they pursue, but they 
should hav done the one or the other long ago. 

It is a consolation to know that Infidels as a class hav no 
share in this crusade. It is the Bible God following his old 
business, inspiring the weaker to stand up and be crushed by 
the stronger. When they get done with the Mormons they 
will likely take hold of the Infidels. I am not afraid of any- 
thing they can do to us so long as they keep within the spirit, 
and letter of the Constitution, but past experience teaches 
that they stretch it like India rubber. In fact, in the hands 
of united Christianity is becomes a rope of sand. 

Therefore we should strengthen our forces while we can, 
as every one gained from the majority counts two for us. 

i Respectfully, Gro. C. Verte. 


172 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MARCH 18, 1886. 


Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixos, - Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
_ That is known as the Children's Hour.” 


Truth. 

“ The rich man’s child is clad, forsooth, 

In garments rich and rare ; 
And shall my child, my own dear Truth, 
Hav nothing then to wear?” 
Then looked I down upon my breast, 
Where she had sweetly sunk to rest; 
The light of heaven was in her face 
Its blue was in her eyes 80 sweet : 
Unclad she lay in my embrace; 
T felt our hearts together beat. 
The dancing dimples on each cheek 
Seemed fairies playing hide-go-seek, 
Now in the chin, now on the neck, 
Now on her side a floating speck, 
Now ambushed on her heaving breast, 
Then flitting to the cheek’s “ home-rest.” 
Her lips, a parted rosebud, drew 
The nourishment by which she grew. 
An infant’s lisp was on her tongue, 
Simple but sweet the songs she sung, 
Her speech of shortest words and few, 
But all its meaning kind and true. 

t The rich man’s child is taught," I cried, 
* In style to speak, to dance, to sing : 
Music and teachers are supplied 

To every daughter of a king. 
So shall my Truth, my own dear pet, 
Her robes, her books, her teachers, get. 
Bring forth, bring forth the magic ring 
The fairies gave her at her birth; 
That little gem bring forth, oh, bring, 
For it is all Truth bas on earth. 
Its magic spell can loss restore, 
The friends and pleasures that hav fled; 
Can giv us what we had before, 
Can even resurrect the dead ; 
But it cannot create anew 
To please a vagrant wish or whim— 
Then sell this bauble to the Jew 
And take, oh, take, his gold of him !” 
Then Pride went forth, as I desired, 
With eagerness she flew; 
And then my cherub was attired 
In garments strange and new; 
Nurses and governantes were hired, 
A strange and motley crew. 
And day by day, as this transpired, 
Further apart we grew, 
Till, into royal greatness grown, 
My child no more I knew. 
In vain my loss I advertise : 
„A thousand false pretenders rise 
With, * Iam Truth,” and “I,” and “I,” 

* Come, prove me, try,” and, * Try," and “ Try.” 

Ah, well they know, these claimants bold, 

I sold Truth's magie ring for gold, 

And now I hav no test to try 

If these be Truth, or if they lie. 

‘The cunning Jew her ring will hold, 

And I hav misery—and gold. 

Oh, for one moraent of the past 

When next my heart I held Truth fast ! 

Faith, faith ' You mock, you mock me sore ! 

Faith cannot my lost joy restore. 

Or, could I think Truth changed like this, 

It only more would mar my bliss. 

Nay, let me mourn uy child as dead— 

"Tis better than to be misled. 

Till I Truth’s natal ring shall find, 

Faith's consolations are unkind. 

The naked Infant then, once more 

I'll nourish, worship, and adore. 


Irwin, Iowa. J. K. P. BAKER. 


0 
Our Dog Captain. 


Our dog Captain was a large Newfound- 
land, almost as white as a sheep—yes, whiter, 
for his hair was a clear white, not even 
creamy. He had one black eye, one black 
ear, one black foot, and two or three small 
black spots on his body. Like all dogs of his 
kind he loved the water, and to go hunting 
in a boat was his chief delight. Brother 
trained him to fetch and carry, until he could 
fill the place of an errand boy in many re- 
spects. 

My home was one-fourth of a mile from 
my father’s, and it was not unusual for Cap- 
tain to come to my door and set a basket or 
pail down at my feet, and woe betide the one 
who offered to touch it except myself. 
Mother had said, ‘‘Cap, take this to Vira.” 
Vira might hav it, but not anybody else. 

Iwould take off the cover and find a note, 
aud put in.whatever it called for, and, put- 
ting the bail in his mouth, say, ** Take that 
to mother," and he would immediately start 
home with it. If mother did not happen to 
be in, he would stand guard over it until she 
returned. He knew all our names as well as 
we did, and would deliver anything to the 
one it was sent to, and to no one clse. He 
frequently brought a baskct of eggs, or a pail 
of butter, and I would send back meat or 
groceries. 

He appeared to be very much afraid my 
brother was going to be drowned. My house 


ings the boys liked to go bathing, and brother 
would bring Cap to me to keep until hecalled 
for him. The moment he heard the boys’ 
voices in the water he was wild, and if one of 
the children opened a door, out he went. He 
would stand on the bluff and look until he 
spied his master, then plunge in the water, 
and brother either had to come ashore of his 
own will or Cap would bring him by force. 
He would find brother, no matter how many 
there were, or how much they tried to puzzle 
him. He did not appear to care if all the boys 
in town were in the water so long as Seward 
was not there. 

Nothing made him quite as angry as to fool 
him in any way. He would try to tear father 
or brother all to pieces if they played any 
tricks on him. Another thing that angered 
him was to talk baby-talk. Oh, how it did 
disgust him! He acted as though he was 
utterly dumbfounded; would snarl, show his 
teeth, and get out of sight as soon as possible. 

Seward carries quite a scar on one of his 
cheeks, where Cap snapped him once when 
he held him and talked nonsense to him. 

He once undertook to bring up two young 
motherless chickens. When they were very 
small he would lie down and put his great 
shaggy head over them, and they would nes- 
tle close to him and appear perfectly con- 
tented. For a few days they got along nicely, 
but when large enough to run around and get 
away from him, his trouble commenced. His 
efforts to keep them together were amusing ; 
he would walk around them, put his nose 


aga nst them, and lie down in front of them ; . 


but, finding his efforts fruitless, he set his 
great paw on them to hold them fast. Of 
course they did not run any more. Then he 
was puzzled worse than ever. Aftcr looking 
at them and turning them over several times, 
he brought them to mother, mutely asking 
what was the matter. Mother then buried 
them, but he dug them up and brought them 
back. She then took them and when he was 
off with brother carried them quite a distance 
and threw them into a field, but, in a few 
hours, home came Cap with those chickens! 
Finally she put them on a pile of brush and 
set fire to it and cremated them. 

He always liked to work, and would carry 
potatoes all day if some one would put them 
in à basket for him, tried to help feed the 
cattle, and always carried in wood when any- 
one else did. When he was about twelve 
years of age some malicious person poisoned 
him, and we all mourned him sincerely. 


E. L. HULL. 
o 


é That’s How.” 


After a great snow storm, a little fellow be- 
gan to shovel a path through a large snow 
bank before his grandmother’s door. He had 
nothing but a small shovel to work with. 

* How do you expect to get through that 
drift?" asked a man passing along. 

“ By keeping a£ it,” said the boy, cheer- 
fully, ‘‘ that’s how.”. 

That is the secret of mastering almost every 
difficulty under the sun. If a hard task is be- 
fore you, stick to it. Do not keep thinking 
how large or how hard it is; but go at it, and 
little by little it will grow smaller and smaller, 
until it is done. 

If a hard lesson is to be learned, do not 
spend a moment in fretting; do not lose a 
breath in saying, ‘‘I can’t,” or, ‘‘I don’t see 
how ;” but go at it, and keep atit. Study. 
That is the only way to conquer it. 

to 


On the Eve of Boyhood. 

A gentleman passing along Franklin street 
yesterday saw two children, apparently five 
and six years old, playing in the gutter. The 
elder wore pantaloons, while the younger 
still clung to infantil dresses. Stopping, he 
addressed the boy with pantaloons: ‘Are 
you both boys?” ‘‘No,” was the answer! 
“Tm one, and Johnny’s going to be one next 


week.” 
———— — 9-9 ———— — — 


A Considerate Lad. . 
Little Charley—‘‘ Papa, will you buy me a 
drum ?” 
Fond Father—'' Ah, but, my boy, you will 
disturb me very much, if I do.” 
Charley—‘‘Oh, no, papa. I won’t drum 
except when you’re asleep.” 
9 $99 ———— —— 
Ow Puzzle Box. 
1.— PALINDROMIO SENTENOE. 
“Tama $1, 
A beast of camel kind; 
On my name supply 
A palindrome to find. 
J. K. P. B. 


Irwin, la 
9.—wHAT WERE THE NAMES? 
gentleman walking toward the great 


A 


was quite close to the lake, and summer even- | Boston fire in 1872, turning a corner, came in 


‘piece I hav ever written. 


full sight of the fire, suddenly called out the 
names of three eminent authors, which also 
expressed his great excitement. What were 
the names? MAMMA A. 


3.—MATHEMATIOS. 

If a certain rectangle were as long and as 
wide as the length of its diagonal, it would 
hav four times as much area as it would hav 
‘if it were only as long as it is wide. If it 
were as wide as it is long, its area would be 
what per cent of its diagonal’s square? 


Wa. Soorr. 
4— PUZZLE. 
1. L5 A 
9. A.A 
3. OA os , 
4. A. A 
5. , She ee Ye . 
6. eoe e s 
7. a sus ; 


1. A rampart. 2. An inpenetrable stone. 
8. Thorough-going. 4. A volatile alkali. 5. 
Affording food. 
plant. 

Bramwell, W. Va. 


5—REBUS. 


6. To take origin. 7. A 
R. BERNHEIM. 


Three cities of the United States. 


6.—00NUNDRUM. 


What virtuous trait has this bird? 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN THE CHILDREN'S CORNER, 
FEB. 27, 1886. ! 
1.— An itching palm" (a niche in palm). 
9.-Kite, awl, note, gap, arch, ruta-baga, 
onion, owlet, kangaroo, elephant. 


Sorvrkns.—Libbie A. Troutman, Alma V. 
Klargvist, Willie Alexander, J. K.. P. Baker. 


a a 
Correspondence. 


Ery, Vr., Jan. 80, 1886. 

Drar Miss Wixew: As I am a reader of 
Tur Trura SEEKER, I think I will write a few 
lines for it. Iam fifteen years old and go to 
school. Our teacher is an Advent minister, 
although he is very kind, and tries to help us 
in our studies. I study arithmetic, geography, 

rammar, history, reading, and spelling. I 
ike to read the pieces in the Children's Cor- 
ner very much. I think the piece in the last 
copy was very nice. Thomas Paine surely 
was a great hero. My papa has the “ Age of 
Reason,” and if people read it thoroughly 
they can get a great deal of reason from it. 
My mother is a reader of Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
Ihav a twin brother who is also a reader of it. 
My only sister died two years ago with the 
typhoid fever. We hav her youngest child. 
He is three years old, has long, curly hair and 
black eyes. If he livs to be a young man he 
will, be a Freethinker. Now, dear Miss 


Wixon, I think I must close. This is the first 
If you think it is 
worth printing, I should he pleased to hav you 
print it, so good-bye. From your true and 
loving friend, Dena L. DiwoN». 


ALLIANOE, O., Feb. 9, 1886. 
Miss Susan Wixon: I hav seen so many 
pieces in Taz TRUTH SEEKER, and I thought I 
would write, too. My papa has taken Img 
Truta SEEKER for along time, and I take so 
much pleasure in reading the Children’s Cor- 
ner. I go to Progressiv Lyceum, and I say a 
good many speeches out of THe True 
Szzxrr. I go to public school, and am in the 
Second Reader. Iam nine years old. I hav 
two brothers and three sisters. I thinkI hav 
written enough this time, and if you think 
this is nice enough to put in the paper I will 

try to do better. Henry Braor. 


Pawrvoxzr, R. I., Feb. 12, 1886. 

Dear Miss Wixon: Papa takes Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER, and has for the last three or four 

ears. I never thought anything about read- 
ing it untila few days ago I took it up and 
read the Children’s Corner. I was so pleased 
with it that I thought I would write and tell 
you. Ieorrespond with a little girl, and shc - 
livs in Bermuda. She seut ine a leaf from the 
allspice-tree in one of her letters. I hav been 
sick with the scarlet fever, und hav not been 
out of doors yet. Iam twelve years old, and 
am in the highest grammar school. lhav a 
very nice teacher. His name is Mr. Harrub. 


On my birthday he sent me some beautiful 


hot-house roses. Do you not think him very 
kind ?* I expect to spend next summer on 
Bullock's Point, as papa has recently bought 
& cottage there. We spent last summer there, 
and liked it very much. It is not very far 
from Fall River. I will now close, hoping 
you will like this well enoughto publish it. I 
remain, . 

Your loving friend, Mauve Davis. 


*[Yes, it is always pleasant to be remem- 
bered when sick.—E»p. C. C.] 


: Dover Crry, Kan., Feb. 9, 1886. - 
Dear Miss Wrixon: I saw my letter in the 
Children’s Corner, and I thought if I wrote 
again I could do better. Iam in the Fourth 
Reader. My teacher's name is Mrs. Keating. 
I like her very much. We had examination. 
When we say to my little sister, ‘‘ Where is ^ 
mamma ?” she says, * Da da." She will be 
two years old in July. If this letter is not 
good enough please do not print it. Papa 
says he will get the ** Story Hour ” for me. 
Ever your friend, | Karim COLLAR. 
Toronto, Jan. 25, 1886. 
Drar Miss Wixon: My pa takes Tre 
TRUTH SEEKER, and thinks so much of you 
that he .has your picture, which was in the 
TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL, framed, and when I 
look at your sweet facc I know you are too 
good to make fun or burn a letter from one of 
your friends, so I write you. Do not be - 
afraid of being liked by me, for I am only ten 
years old, but I am getting older fast. I can 
rassle" any boy of my size that I know of. 
I got a first-class certificate in Wellsley street 
school for perfect lessons and good conduct. 
Miss Spence, our teacher, does not say much 
about God, but she has to read a chapter in 
the Bible every morning. The other day she 
read about Jesus feeding five hundred folks 
on five small loaves and two fishes! I asked 
my chum, Jack Wright, if he thought Jesus 
could do that, and he said he thought that was 
the biggest lie ever started out on Jesus, and 
if it ever was true wouldn't he be a first-class 
man to run a boarding-house? Then we both 
laughed, and we had an extra page of lessons 
to write. I think it is a good thing to hav 
to hav the Bible read in school, because it 
cheers a fellow up just as good as ‘‘ Gulliver's 
Travels,” * Robinson Crusoe,” or ‘‘ Arabian 
Nights." It has been snowing here for about 
two days, and the snow is about two feet deep 
on the streets. but I guess you won't much 
care to hear about the weather in this north 
country. I go with pa to hear the Free- 
thought lectures. I am going to lecture my- 
self. I cannot talk much about it now, be- 
cause pa says they would expell me from 
school if they knew I was an Infidel. But 
just you wait and Tl bet you'll hear from 
me. I weigh eighty-seven pounds, and my 
head measures twenty-two inches. Now you 
must not think I am a blower, but I do feel 
proud that I am healthy and strong. With 
bestlovelam, Yours truly, 
Epwin F. CHUROHILL. 


Texas, Mion., Feb. 20, 1886. 

Drar Miss Wixow: I hav often read Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER at my grandpa’s for several 
years past, and hav thought I would like to be 
one of the many who correspond in the Chil- 
dren's Corner. Iam fourteen years old, and 
go to school when I am well enough. I hav 
often got the answers to puzzles in other 
papers, and think that I hav the enigma in 
Tre Tereora SEEKER of February 13th. 

Miss Wixon, I would like to see my letter 
printed, if it is correct, and you think it good 
enough. I will try and-do better next time. 

Ever your friend, Mary Moly. 


BnaMwwELL, W. VA., Feb. 18, 1886. 
Dear Miss Wixow: In your Chats with 
Puzzlers, I noticed your kind inquiry of my 
whereabouts, but, being in my uncle’s store at 
Pocahontas, Va., at the time, I could not 
write for the Children’s Corner, for he, as an 
orthodox, is very much opposed to Tug Trurn 
SEEKER. I left Newburgh in June, and, as 
wc hav had no post-office until lately, we had 
to go without Tue Trurs SEEKER for a while. 
Bramwell is surrounded by seven mountains. 
The Bluestone river flows around it in’ the 
shape of a horseshoe. It is about three thou- . 
sand feet above the sea. I inclose you two 
puzzles, and hope you will find them accept- 

able. Yours respectfully, 
ROBERT BERNHEM. 


[We would like to answer all our corre- 
spondents individually, but hav not time to do 
so. They are all dear to us, and we are proud 
of their little letters.—Ep. C. C.] 


ae ig marvelous house has been built more than 
soothes from our plans; itis so well pannes thatit afforda 


ample room even for & large family. lst floor shown 
above; on 2d floor are 4 bed rooms and 1n attic 2 more. 
Plenty of Closets. The whole warmed by one chimney. 

Large illustrations and full description of the above 
as well as of 39 other houses, ranging in cost from $400 up 
to $6,500, may be found in  SHOPPELL/8 MODERN LOW- 
CosT HOUSES,” a large quarto pamphlet, showing also 
how to select sites, get loans, &c, Sent postpaid on re- 
ceiptofb0c. Stamps taken, or send $1 bill and we willre- 
furnthechange. Address, BUILDING PLAN ASSOCIATION, 
(Mention this Paper.) 24 Beekman Btn (Box 2702) N. Y» 
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Fourth edition, crown 8vo, cloth. Price $2. 


Buechner (Dr. L.): Force and Mat- 


ter; or, Principles of the Natural 
Order of the Universe. With a System of Mo- 
rality based thereon. Newly translated from 
the 15th German edition, enlarged and revised 
by the Author. With Portrait and Biography. 
This celebrated work, of which fifteen German 
and six French editions hav already been issued, 
and which has been translated into most hving 
languages, here appears in the FOURTH ENG- 
LISH edition, carefully translated from the last 
German, and revised by the Author. No educated, 
and especially no liberal-minded or truth-seeking 
"person can afford to overlook this epoch-making 
ook, in which, under twenty-seven separate heads 
and in the most attractiv form, are developed the 
fundamental principles of the Natural Order of 
the Universe with rare\Nfreedom and insight, and 
no less rare knowledge of the subject. 
Published by ASHER AND CO., 13 Bedford st. 
Covent Garden, London, W. C., and to be had o 
all booksellers, it 


THE HANDY POCKET ACCOUNT-BOOK. 


CONTAINING FOUR PARTS, EACH IMPORTANT AND 
CONVENIENT FOR POCKET USE. 
Part I. shows plainly how to keep accounts. 
Part If. consists of business forms, as notes, re- 
ceipts, etc., useful rules, and tables for reference. 
: Part HI. shows why and how to write good let- 
ers, 
Part IV. consists of 48 blank pages, ruled for Dr. 
and Cr. Heavy paper, on which to keep accounts. 
Size, 6x 33-4 inches; 32 pages printed; bound 
with pocket and flap. Sold by dealers, or sent 
postpaid on receipt of price, 50e. 2-cent stamps 
accepted. Agents wanted. Unsold books return- 
able, money ref Address 
it F, O. JOHNSON, Onalaska, Wis. 


unded. 
i 
SPECIAL 60 DAYS QFFER. 


of the largest growers of l'lowe 


orsin each. New Large flowering German 
Pansies,hlooms 2 to 3 in, ucross, of an end- 
J less variety nf rich celora, superbly mar- 
bled, striped, mettled,edged with red,gold, 
blue, white, &c., all mixed ; Large Double 
Asters; Verbenas. from 100 sorts; Everlast- 
ings; Pinks 50 sorts mixed; New Double Gaillardia: Petunias, 20 va- 
rieties, finest strain ever offcred; Large ft. D. Phlox; Double Portula- 
ea; New Golden Mignonette: Chrysanthemums; Douh!c Pompon As- 
tors; New Godntias, etc. ALL the above and 12 other nice kinds 
(amounting to $2 at regular rates) for only 52c., or 27 letter stamps. 
Y want every reader to try.at least a few of my seeds,and if you doubt 
the reliability of this offer. send 10 cts. and I will send you New Cat. 
and 5 sample pupers, mv choice but including Pansies A trial will 
grove al ciuims.. L. W, GOODELL, D. 6, Dwight ^, O., Mase 


Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


OALIFORNIA. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
OANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto. 
James Foster, Weland, Ont. 
ILLINOIS. 
F. F. Follet, 802 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
- INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 


: MAINE. 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
. Mills). 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
at MICHIGAN. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. : 
MISSOURI. 
Dr. Wolff, 620 North. 5th street, St. Louis. 
Joseph L. Andrew, Liberal. 
NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 865 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 
ONTO. 

N: Hexter, 808 Superior street, and Van Epps 

& Co., 259 Superior street, Cleveland. 

: OREGOX, 
Wm. Chance, Astoria. 
A. Erwin, Lebanon. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA, 

George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
H. Clay Luse, Waynesbure. 

Dr. J. H. Rhodes, 505 4-2 North 8th st., Phila: 
W. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
TENNESSEE. 

Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 
UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
D. F. Keeler, Park City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
VIRGINIA. 
Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker, Snowville. 
WASHINGTON, D. 0. 
Brentano Bros. 
ENGLAND. 
- Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. 


THe 
SHAKER EYE and EAR BALSAM. 


SIXTY YEARS’ INVARIABLE SUCCESS, 


Best known remedy for all afflictions of these or- 
gans. WEAK EYES, WEAK BARS, DEAFNESS, 
and CATARRHAL AFFECTIONS immediately 
reached. FAILING SIGHT prevented. ROAR- 
ING OR DRUMMING OF EARS will cease. One 
box tells the whole story. | 

Price by mail, 30 cents 


10511 G. A. LOMAS, Shakers, N. Y. 
The Secret of the East; 
OR, 


The Origin of the Christian Religion 
and the Sjenifieanee of its 
Rise and Decline. 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


Price, $1.00. For sale at this office. 


Price, Twenty-Five Cents. 


THE 


TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 


— AND— 


FREETHINKERS' ALMANAC 


e-€&) 1536536. 


(E. M. 


280.) 


WITH THIRTY PORTRAITS OF DISTINGUISHED EUROPEAN FREE. 
THINKERS, SCIENTISTS, AND PHILOSOPHERS, AND 
NUMEROUS OTHER ILLUSTRATIONS. 


CONTENTS. 
PAGE PAGE 
Calendar for 1886, - - - ž - 5 | The Iron Virgin, - 2 E - 7 
Freethoughtin the United States, 1885, 17 | Religious Divisions of the World, 82 
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Lick Observatory, Saladin, Edward Gibbon, Goethe, 
Girard College, Philadelphia,| Annie Besant, Max Muller, Rohert Burns, 
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Texas (Exterior View), J. S. Mill, Rousseau, Bradlaugh, 
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Paine Hall, Ernst Haeckel, Shelley, John Tyndall. 
Moncure D. Conway, Auguste Comte, David Hume, 
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NEW YORK: 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
33 CLINTON PLACE. 


ELEMENTS 


DNIVERSAL HISTORY 


HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS 
AND FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. 


By Prot. H. M. Cottinger, A.M. . 


This book is just what the busy world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of history from 2,000 
years B.C. on up to 1883, all in a nutshell.—Et- 
mina Slenker. 

As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place; in the family it would be no 
less important, as conveying information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan Wixon. 

Mr. Cottingers intentions in writing this book 
are excellent, and his standpoint admirable. It 
may be commended as fulfilling, its purpose of a 
concise and interesting historical text-book.— 
Milwaukee Sentinel. 

Price, Cloth, $1.50. 
For Schools, in Quantities, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRUTH: 


A Poem in Three Parts. 
BY E. N. KINGSLEY, Truth Finder. 


SECOND EDITION 


Price, 25 cents. THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


Nabbath-Breaking. 


By JOHN BE. REMSBURG, 


Author of “False Claims,” “ Biblé 
Morals,” Etc. 


The best and most thorough work ever written 


on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 


view. 


Large and Handsome Print. 


25 cents. 
$1.00. 


SINGLE COPIES, - - 
Six Corrzs, 2 sx 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Olinton Place, New York. 


Bacon Shaksper 


WILLIAM »HAK*PERE 
Could Not Write. 


THE SONNETS 
written by 
FRANCES stACON 
to the 
EARL OF ESSEX AND HIS BRIDE, A.D., 1590. 


BACON 
Patefactus Poeta Occultatus 
“IGNOTO” 

A.D. 1589-1600. 


By WM. HENRY BURR. 


Price. 25 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Pl., New York. 


REPLY 
TO REV. L. A. LAMBERT'S 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.’ 
By B. W., Lacy 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priets's 
sophistry, unfairness, and histor- 
ical misstatement. 
Price. Cloth. 81; Paper, 50 Cents 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


KERSEY GRAYES'S WORKS. | 


Sixteen Saviors or None. E Rum 
GRAVE: uther of the World's Sixteen 
Grucified Saviors; The Bible of Bibles, and 
Biography of Satan. Paper, 75 cents; cloth, #1. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description ot 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thousand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
delineation of the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an cx- 
amination of their doctrins. Price, $2. 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 85 cents. H 

. s a 

The World’s Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing, new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 
origin of all the doctrines, principles, precepts, 

and miracles of the Christian New Testament, 

and furnishing & key for unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 
history of sixteen oriental crucified gods. $2. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
88 Olinton Place, New York. 


S. P. Putnam's Works. 


The Problem of the Universe. and 


Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
“A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day.”"—Jonn 
Swinton’s Paper. 

“The 


Golden Throne, a Romance. 
author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is within him. The bookis filled with 
manly thoughts, expressed in manly words— 
the transcript of amanly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ "—INGERSOLL. $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thonght, and profonnd emotion, 


poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beanty.”—Dr. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 


other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 
For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
83 Clinton Place: New York. 


Charles Watts's Works. 


The History of Freethought. Bound 
in cloth and lettered. Price $1.25. CONTENTS : 
Section I. Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section II. Whatit 
Owes to Mohammedanism. Section JI. Free- 
thought Martyrs and, Confessors. Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Bec- 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


The American Secular Union; its 
Necessity, and the Justice of its Nine Demands. 
(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll.) 
32 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Se- ularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22pagesincover. Price, 10 cts. 
A 


Christ-an Evidences Criticised 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh. | Con- 
tents: The Origin of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Seeularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 ets. 

Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are published at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS EACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible: Freethought and 
Modern Progress: Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on, Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
larism; Science and Bible, Antagonistic; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. Tor all of 
the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK: 
ER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


FREETHOUGHT NOVEL. _ 
The Heathens of the Heath. A finely 


written Radical romance. By Wm. McDonnell. 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day o 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 


Family Creeds. By William McDon- 
nell, author of “Exeter Hall.” Price, cloth. 
$1.25; paper, 75 cents. 


Exeter Hall. “ One of the most excit- 
ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vanghan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404 pages. $1.25. 


The Outeast. A deep, finely written 


Radical story. From the London edition, By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 


30 cents. 
All in a Lifetime, A Romance. By 
“The great charm of 


Miss Susan H, Wixon. € 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and, are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 
ect to find, 1n such a marked degree. even 
rom so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and _Incid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethoughtranks.” Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


These Books are well Recommended. 


PLEASE ORDER ELMINA’S BOOKS OF 
ELMINA, 
Four Infidel Novels useful for Missionary Work : 

“John’s Way? shows the snperiority of Infidel 
training in raising a family. 15 cents. 

“The Darwins” deseribes an Infidel family and 
givs good arguments for our side as well as 
good moral lessons. 50 cents: cloth, 75 cents. 

The Clergyman’s Victims,” or Preachers’ Pranks. 
25 cents. 

“ The Infidel School Teacher” converts her pious 
lover, and the same arguments will convert 
your pious friends. 20cents, “The Hand. 
Romest Woman,” inclosed in the same volume- 

Stamps gladly taken. Address 

410 ELMINA D. SLENKER, Snowville, Va. 


WOMAN. E 


Ia the Past, Present, and Future, 
BY A. BEBEL. 
Translated from the German by Dr. Adams Wal- 
ter. 272 pages; cloth, 75 cents; paper, 30cents, 

“ Capital"? criticism on Political Economy. By 
Carl Marx. First English translation. Published 
in 97 parts, 10 cents per part. Subscription, $2.50. 

“Anti-Syllabus.” By Lily Curry. Price; 8cents. 

L News AND PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION, 
RS 705 Broadway, New York. 
(Full list of Labor Publications mailed free.) 
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A Lecturer's Story. 


This is the story that was told me by Bar- 
naby Barnhuller, the reformed lecturer : 

** I can't recall the year, but it was 8 good 
while ago, that I made an engagement by 
letter to deliver my then famous humorous 
lecture, * The Bulldog’s Smile,’ down at Dags- 
boro. You hav heard the lecture yourself, 
and know full well how I used to almost par- 
alyze intelligent audiences with it—how the 
most obscure announcement of my coming 
neverfailed to bring out the janitor of the 
hall and the local editor, even in the most in- 
clement weather. ` ‘The Bulldog's Smile’ was 
in its prime then, and I took it to Dogsboro 
with perfect self-assurance that it would 
reach the laughers of the solemnest, and 
shake out the shoe-pegs of the painfully. grim 
and sedate. Idid not know anything about 
it at the time I made the engagement, but it 
all came out afterward, and in a very annoy- 
ing sort of way, too, that the Rev. Joseph Q. 
J. Potts, the great archeologist, had been en- 
gaged by another committee to deliver his 
great lecture, ‘The Universal Deluge,’ in the 
same town and on the same evening. I was 
to run on the fountains of my humor in one 
hall, and the Rev. Potts was to review the 
Deluge in the other, for there were but two in 
Dagsboro. I learned later, too, that there 
was a strong sentiment against my style of 
humor in Dagsboro, and that the Potts lcc- 
ture had been arranged by the opposition 
party to draw away the people from ‘ The 
Bulldog's Smile.’ 

“ Trains that carry lecturers are liable to 
delays. The one that carried me on this oc- 
casion held up with a hot-box or something, 
and set me down in Dagsboro half an hour 
after the time announced for the lecture to be- 
gin. A young man met me at the train, nerv- 
ously asked if I were the lecturer, and, re- 
ceiving an affirmativ reply, hurried me off to 
the hall and on the stage without as much as 
& word of introduction to the audience. 

**'The hall was packed, and I never saw a 
more solemn congregation of folks at any 
funeral I ever attended. What with the de- 
lay on the road and the hurry from the train 
to the hall, I was a bit nervous; but with the 
opening sentences I regained my usual com- 
posure. 

** T let loose in rapid succession a few of my 
choicest gems of humor, and then paused to 
note the effect. You could hav heard a sixty. 
days’ note fall due, and there wasn't a smile 
on a face before me. I was perplexed. I had 
never, in all my professional life, struck an 
audience so hard to fetch as that. But I was 
not easily discouraged in those days, and be 
sides, I was loaded to the muzzle with fun. I 
brought out my most effectiv ammunition. I 
described the unfortunate wooer-fleeing from 
the foot of an irate parent, and in my most 
beautiful imagery, pictured him attempting 
to climb the five-rail fence in his way, while 
the family bull-dog clung to the slack of his 
trousers, oblivious of the mysterious future 
and of the dead and silent past. I told of the 
honorable and scantily clad citizen pursuing 
the wayward spotted steer round and round 
his garden at midnight’s solemn hour. I sung 
of the cook and the kerosene can, and of the 
gathering of the remains in the adjoining 
county, and I warbled also of the long red 
wasp in the Sunday trousers of the pious man 
who had never learned to swear. And yet 
there was nota smile. Faces before me that 
were but a foot in length at the beginning, 
now, to my excited imagination, seemed to 
hav lengthened toa yard. But I went on. I 
marshaled my broadest and hardest-hitting 
jokes, and marched them in merriest step be- 
fore those rows of solemn faces; but I looked 
in vain for one little smile. I was mad. I 
was half tempted to take up ù club I had seen 
on the stage, and go out among those people 
and show them that the feelings of à humor- 
ist could not thus be wantonly trifled with for 
even às much as one hundred dollars per 
night. 

‘ My audience was respectful, but totally 
uncomprehensiv, and at last, thoroughly dis- 
gusted, I cut my lecture short off, left the 

Stage, received my fee from the young man 


who had met me at the train, went to the | 


nearest hotel, and locked myself in my room. 

“The first man I saw on the train next 
morning was my old friend, the Rev. Joseph 
Q. J. Potts. The meeting was a mutual sur- 
prise. Neither of us knew the other had 
been in Dagsboro. : 

** *Tlectured there last night on ‘The Uni- 
versal Deluge, said Mr. Potts, in answer to 
my query; ‘and such an unmannerly audi- 
ence may the blessings of an over-ruling 
providence spare me from ever meeting 


again, They smiled at my finest word-paint- 


ing, they laughed uproariously at my most 
tear-starting passages, and at my grandest 


climaxes they just got up and stamped their 
feet and howled. WhenI was describing the. 


animals coming from the ark in grand and 
solenín procession, perhaps the most deeply 
pathetic passage in my lecture, one man 
howled himself into a fit, and had to be 
carried out. Iltell you, friend Barnhuller, I 
I don’t want to ever pass through such an- 
other experience. I am almost tempted to 
leave the platform forever.’ . : : 

‘The thing was as plain as daylight, now. 
The men who had met us at the train had 
blundered. The Rev. Mr. J. Potts had lect- 
ured to those who had assembled to hear me 
tell of the bull-dog’s smile, and I had talked 
to those who wanted light on the universal 
deluge. When Mr. Potts had heard my ex- 
perience, he seemed to be annoyed, though I 
cannot now see why he should hav been. 
His lecture, if he spoke the truth, was a tre- 
mendous success. I only had cause to feel 
hurt. : 

“During the following two months I re- 
ceived six offers to repeat my lecture at 
Dagsboro at double my regular rates, and I 
sent every one of thém to the Rev. Joseph Q. 
J. Potts, who treated them with silent con- 
tempt. Some men would hav been proud of 
à colossal success like that," concluded Mr. 
Barnhuller; “but the Rev. Joseph Q. J. 
Potts, the eminent archeologist and able 
commentator on the universal deluge, was 
not.”—Scott Way in Puck. 

er 


Book Notices. 


ADAMI AND HEVA. 

I hav just read this charming contribution 
to our poesy—or, as I should say, this valua- 
ble addition to the literature of the age— 
which, nevertheless, will redound to the credit 
of the Liberal cause. ‘‘This power of poetry 
to refine our views of life and happiness is 
more and more needed as society advances. 
It is needed to withstand the encroachments 
of heartless and artificial manners that make 
civilization so tame and uninteresting,” wrote 
William Ellery Channing, as though referring 
to this very Hindoo idyl which Putnam has 
presented us. ` 

Poets find poor financial consolation, for 
Goldsmith exclaimed of poetry : 

“ Dear charming nymph, neglected and de- 
cried; 

My shame in crowds, my solitary pride; 

Thou source of all my bliss, and all my-woe, 

Thou found’st me poor at first, and keep’st 
me so.” 

This should not be so, for * Adami and 
Heva” is a historical ode to the ‘‘ divine pas- 
sion," love, embracing the imagery of an Ad- 
dison, the sweetness and delicacy of a Words- 
worth, and the strength and fervor of & 
Shelley. : 

Prepare the laurel crown for 8. P. Putnam, 
poet laureate of Liberalism! 

E. A. STEVENS. 


I hav read this new poem with genuin de- 
light. It isan intrinsic gem, whose beauty 
would charm me if I found it in a desert, and 
never learned its author's name. I indorse 
its philosophy. Love is indeed life, and the 
highest law. J am glad this book is written. 
It is an argument for the existence of the 
most magnanimous conceptions independent 
of the Jewish Bible. I hav read it to several 
friends, including one of the finest literary 
critics in the world, who pronounced it really 
fine, and interrupted me with exclamations 
of pleasure and admiration. 'This New Ver- 
sion should be read by all. ‘It is the poetry of 
truth and the truth of poetry. 

` Epear C. BEALL. 


The TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL AND FREE- 
THINKERS’ A1MANAO for 1886. is full of inter- 
esting matter. It has thirty portraits, some 
of them very good indeed, of distinguished 
Freethinkers, scientists, and philosophers. In 
these last one or two likenesses are included 
on very slight grounds. There is a well-filled 
calendar, and the first article is a very ably 
written résumé of the present position of 
Freethought in the United States. James 
Parton writes approvingly to the editor, 
who contributes an excellent paper headed 
“How Voltaire Died.” David A. Andrade 
sends a full report to date of Freethought in 
Australia. The ANNUAL is admirably printed. 
—JNational Reformer. 


*Sabbath-Breaking. By John E. Rems- 
burg. An exhaustiv pamphlet on the origin 


‘of the Sabbath day, and an examination into 


the Sunday arguments, together with a his- 
torical account of the Sabbath in the Middle 
Ages, as well as testimony of scholars, di- 
vines, and reformers. A valuable vade mecum 


of the entire Sunday question. Published by 
| the Truth Seeker Commpany. For sale by 
Robert Clarke & Co. Price 25 cents.——— 
t TRUTH SEEKER’s ArMANAO, 1886." Full of 
quaint historical facts and statistics, with 
thirty portraits of prominent European Free- 
thinkers, scientists, and philosophers. Price 
.95 cents.——'*Adami and Heva.” By Sam- 
uel P. Putnam. Mr. Putnam in this short 
poem has dressed up the Brahman version of 
Adam and Eve. It abounds in many fine 
‘passages, and some of the descriptions are 
replete with a highly imaginativ coloring. 
Published by the Truth Seeker Company, 
New York.—Cincinnati Enquirer. 
ELMINA’S BOOK. : 
Mrs. Slenkers new book, ‘The Infidel 
School Teacher and the Handsomest Woman,” 
is very interesting as well as instructiv, and 


will make an admirable book for Infidels to | 


buy, read, and hand around to the young 
men and women of their neighborhood to 
read. - In times of religious revivals it would 
save people from an insane asylum, for how 
often is it the case that some poor mortal 
loses their mental balance through the excite- 
ment of the revivals, and, as Liberals, it is our 
duty to do what: little we can to enlighten 
people. It is not enough that we bask in the 
sunshine of intellectual freedom, we must 
lead others from the darkness of superstition 
into the light of science and truth, and Mrs. 
Slenker’s book will help us to do it. 
i Mers. N. E. TERRELL. 


. 
Ingersoll’s Tributes. 
- `- REOUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper; 18x22 inches, illumi- 


| nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 


ing. The titles are: 
The Vision of War, 
Tribute to his Brother, 
The Grant Banguet Toast, f 
Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. 
The price of these heretofore has been $1. We 
offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 
THE FOUR FOR FIFTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Pl, New York. 


LITHOGRAPHS 


CHARLES DARWIN. 


—Q9— 


Admirersof the Great Naturalist, and practically 


the father of Evolution, wil be glad to know that 


we hav a fine lithograph of him for sale—size 
18)$x24 inches on heavy plate paper. Framed, the 
pieture will make a splendid ornament for the 
parlors of Freethinkers. Price, 25 cents. 
dress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Pl., New York. 


ANEW PAMPHLET.—JUS8T OUT. 


ADAMI AND HEVA. 
BY 8. P. PUTMAM. 


A poetic version of the Indian Story of the Gax- 
den of Eden, in which its superiority to the muti- 
lated copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. 


PRICE, 10 CENTS. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
88 Clinton Place, New York. 


J. E. REMSBURG'S APPOINT- 
MENTS. 


J. E. Remsburg left Atchison for the East on the 
3d inst. The following is his program so far as 


arranged : 
New York.................... rere. Fri., Mar.12. 
Baltimore, Md................... Sun, * 14 


Mad.. M See 

In addition to the above, Mr, Hemsburg will 
speak in Greenwich, Mass.; Salamanca, N. Y.; 
aples, N. Y.; Kent, O.; Perrysburg, O.; Tonto- 
ony. O.; Carey, O.; Bradford, O.: Spiceland, 

d.; Burr Oak., Mich.; Paris, I].; Chebanse, 
Il.; Cleopatra, Mo. ; 
Mo.; Robinson, Kan.; Morrill, Kan.; Republic 
City, Kan.; Cawker City, Kan.; Council Grove, 
Kan. ; mne Kan. ; Urbana, Kan. ; Halstead, 
Kan.; Newton Kan. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
*human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it. A 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents; 
twenty five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish thatthe friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


THE MODERN BALAAM. 


Showing the Balaam of modern times to be the 
priests. Itisasplendid pictorial argument. Price, 
per dozen, 30 cents; per hundred, $1.50. 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 
vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions, 
with numerous references and citations, that 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
i other Propositions in the same book. Price 

cents. 


-Christian and Deist. 


Maitland, Mo. ; Quitman, 
; Re 


FREETHOUGHT WORKS. 
. For Sale at Taz Taura Szzkrn Office. 


Birth and Death of Religions.” By 


oun E. Burton. Price, 10 cents. 


A Business 
Man's Social and Religious Views. Bold 
and trenchant blows against theology 
and inhumanity. Price, 1.00. 


Christianity from a Scientific and 
Historical Standpoint. By Ww. N. 
LAUREN, attorney at Law. Contents: In- 
iroduetion, Unrevealed Religion, Old 
Testament Religion, Evidence in Support 
of Christianity, Alleged Failure of Chris- 
tianity, Proposed Substitute for Ohris- 
tianity, Conclusion. 50 cents. 


Christ of Paul; or, the Enigmas of 
Christianity. St. John never in Asia 
Minor: Irenæus the author of tho Fourth 
Gospel; The Frauds of the Churchmen 
of the Second Century Exposed. By Gzo. 
Reser. Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pp. $2. 


Classified Bible Extracts; 
Holy Scriptures Analyzed. by 
CooPzER. Price, 25 cents. 


Confessions of an Inquirer. Why 
and What Am I? By James JACKSON JAR- 
ves. Price, $1.95. 


Cooper's Lectures on the Soul. In 
which the doctrin of immortality is re- 
ligiously and philosophically considered. 
Price, 75 cents. : 


Cradle of the Christ. 
Primitiv Christianity. 
menam. Price, $1.75. 


Cultivation of Art, And Its Relations 
to Religious Puritanism and Money-Get- 
ting. By A. R. Cooper. 12mo, 48 pp. 
Price, flexible cloth, 35 cents; paper, 20. 


Divine and Moral Works of Plato. 
Translated from the original Greek. With 
introductory dissertations and notes. 
Price, $2.50. ` : 


Doctrin of Inspiration: being an 
Inquiry Concerning the Infallibility, In- 
spiration, and Authority of Holy. Writ. 
By the Rev. Joan Maonaveut, M.A., In- 
cumbent of St. Chrysostom’s church, 
Everton, Liverpool, England. Price, $1.50 


Elegant Extracts from the Bible. 


(Perhaps inelegant would bea more. proper . 
term.) Price, 10 cents. . 


English Life of Jesus. By Tuomas 


Scorr. Dedicated to those who seek 
rather to know the truth of facts than to 
look on unhistorical pictures. Price, $1.50. 


Epidemic Delusions. A.. Lecture by 
Freperick R. Marvis, M.D. Price, 10 cts. 


Essays on Mind, Matter, Forces, The- 
ology, ete. By Csartes E. Town- 
sEND. Extra cloth, 12mo, 404pp. Price, 
$1.50. Sequel to Essays. By same au- 
thor, Price, 75 cents. 

e 


or, the 
RoszBr 


A Study in 
By O. B. Fxorn- 


. WORKS OF PROF. DENTON. 
Be Thyself. Price, 10 cents. 
Christianity no Finality; or, Spirit- 


' ualism Superior to Christianity. 10 cents. 
Common Sense Thoughts on the 
Bible. Price, 10 cents. 


. Garrison in Heaven. A Dream. 10 cts. 


Geology; The Past and Future of our 
Planet. Price, $1.50. ` 


Is Spiritualism True? Price, 10 cts. 


Man's True Savior. Price, 10 cents. 

Orthodoxy False, since Spiritualism is 
True. ice, 10 cents. 

Radical Discourses on Religious Sub- 
jects. Price, $1.25. 

Radical Rhymes. Price, $1.25. 

Sermon from Shakspere’s Text. 
Price, 10 cents. : 


Soul of Things; or, Psychometric Re- 
searches and Discoveries. In three vol- 
umes. Price, $1.50 per volume. 


The Deluge in the Light of Modern 
Science. Price, 10 cents. : 

The God. Proposed for Our National 
Constitution. Price 10 certr. 


The Irreconeilable Records; o». Gene- 
sis and Geology Cloth, 40 cents; paper. 
25 cents. 


The Pocasset Tragedy. 10 cents. 
Is Darwin Right? Price, $1.25: 
What ls Right? Price, 10 cents. 


ð ; : 
What Was He?,or, Jesus in the Light 
of the Nineteenth Century. Price, cloth, 
$125; paper, $1. ^ 


Who are Christians? Price, 10 cents,” 
Who Killed Mary Stannard? 10 cents. 


Ingersolls Works. 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
* Humboldt," ** Thomas Paine,” ** Individual- 
ity," and “ Heretics and Heresies.” 


The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
` Contents: * The Ghosts,” “Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,” “The Declaration of In- 
dependence,” “About Farming in nois,” 

t The Grant Banquet,” *' The Rev, Alexander 
Clark,” “The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream,” and “ A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll.” 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 

cloth, $1.25. ano ta : 

Interviews on Talmage, Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. uf 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 


per, 25 cents. : f : 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 


Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah 8. Black, and Prof. 
. George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Orthodoxy.: 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10 cents, $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document., 
Liberals should scatter it generously. . ~ 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
& Number of Vital Questions: Propounded by 
the editor o the Sun Franciscan, 
cents per dozen; copies, $1; 100 copies, $9. 
Millions of these should be stie by Ars 

nkers. : 


Vindication of Thomas Paine from 


the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 10 cents, pd 


Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 


Large size“octavo, paper, 15 cents, 


Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 
Bound in one volume. To meet: the demand 
for Mr. Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest. on “ Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 


price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 


Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s “Tribute to 

is Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “Grant 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over 


* Lite Harry Miller's Grave,” that they hav 


been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, iltu- 
minated border, and in large, clear t; 

ble for framing; and the four will be forwarded 
to any address, prepaid, for 50cts, or either one 
for 15 cents. : * 


The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, aud 


Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 

‘life, price, $1.50 each, Every admirer of these 

apost es of Religious Liberty should hav these 
usts. 


5 cents; 50. 


e, suita- . 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll.' 


~ Superb photographs, 22x28, $5; panel, 10x17, 


$3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents; card, 20 cts. ; 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


J. E. Remsburg's Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 


‘Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, Asa 


Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization ; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform ; the Woman's Rights 
ovement ; e Temperance orm; the 
Church and the Republi . ; 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture: Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating; Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals ; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 

` under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Soriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sun ay Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; ‘Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws. Price, % cents ; Six copies, $1.00. 


Image Breaker. © Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Ohristian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts. 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the stor 
of the Author-Hero's life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 

dicates bis name from the aspersions cast upon 

it. Choice extracts from “Common Sense,” 

“ American Crisis," *Hightsof Man,” and “Age 

of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine's 

character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 


cloth, 75 cents. 
The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
e 


delivered in Paine Hall ore the N. E. Free- 
thinkers’ Convention, J anuary 29, 1884. Price, 
. 10 cents. 
For all the above works address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
i 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


The Perpetual Calendar. 


Working the Year of Science 
And the Common Computations. 


An Almanac Forever 


Showing the day of the week for any day of the 
month for all time past and present and to come, 
and other useful information, Price, 40 cents; 
three for $1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Canvassers address L. Martin, Brunswick, Ga. 


‘THE FUTURE REPUBLIC OF NORTH AMERICA. 
. -BY A CAPITALIST. a 


A Book Advocating Associate Life as a Remedy for Poverty, Vice, and Crime. It deals with 
the present conditions of society in this country, pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 
it is almost impossible that the people should be other than poor and vicious under our present sys- 
tem. The remedy, the author thinks, is in communal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of the 
future Republic of North America, as it will be when society shall be orgd^ized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously and interestingly written: ~ 

CoNTENTS: The titles of some of the chapters are: Present External Appearance of Our Re- 
public; Government and Laws; Finance; Public Improvements; Production and Distribution; 
Edueation; Morality and Religion; Marriage and Divorce; Life in the New Republie; Life in the 
Existing Republic; Examination of the Objections to Communism; Methods Proposed for the 
Transition from the System of Individual Property to a System of Collectiv Property; Danger. 


Price, $1.50. 


Published and for sale by the Truth Seeker Company, 33 Clinton Place, New York City. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
Youth. By Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
stition. The Only Illustrated Freethinkers' 
Children's Story-Book everissued. 66full-page 


and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, hea’ 
toned paper, broad margins, uminate: 
covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1.25. 

Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 
the Young Folks, By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
Jent work for Aone masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and & 
second has been issued ata reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photogra h of the author which adds very 
much to the value of the volume. 


Blakeman’s 200 Poetical Riddles. 


Price, 20 cents. 

The Youth’s Liberal Guide. By 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M, Price; $1.00., This 
volume aims atthe education of youth in the 
principles of Freethought, at the same time 
hat it inculcates moral duties and human 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason and 
common sense. Address THE TRUT: 
SEEKER, 


AGNOSTIC ANNUAL 


FOR 1886. 


CHAS. A. WATTS, Editor. - 


CONTENTS: nostic Religion, by R. Bithell, 
B.8c., Ph.D.—Shifting the Center of Gravity, by 

. N.—Misconceptions of Agnosticism, by Charles 
Watts—A Household of Unfaith? by G.M, MeC.— 
Is Agnosticism, of Necessity, Anti-Christian? by 
W. Stewart Ross (Saladin)—Legend of the Devil's 
Dyke, Brighton by Julian.—Emotional Agnosti- 
cism, by W. A, Leonard.—Agnosticism and Popu- 
lar Christianity, by Col. R, G. Ingersoll.—The Sper 
cial Senses, by H. J. Hardwicke, F. R. C. S.—Not 
Left comfortless, by F. J. Gould.—Ihe Morals of 
Agnosticism, b Ignotus. The Eternal Curse, by 

iliam Maccali—The Catholicity of Agnosticism 
by Winifred, Lad Robinson Christianity an 
After, by Charles C. Cattell.—Unpalatable Truths, 
by F. Sydney Morris.—Opposit Poles of Thought, 
by T. Yvan Jacob B.A.—Fortune and the Mendi- 
cant, by Thomas Mead. 
PRICE 25 CENTS. For sale at this office, 


Hi 


VOLTAIRES ROMANCES 


The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.—Zadig ; 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princess 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowns. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature. Micromegas, — 
The World as it Goes,—The Black and the White. 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato’s Dream.—A_ Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid paper. With 67 
en Tavings. Price, cloth, Peveied. boards, $2.00. 
Half calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00. _ 


dress THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
ag 33 “Clinton Place, New York. , 


RUPTURES CURED; 


myMedical Compound and Improved 
Elastie Supporter Truss in from 30 to 
90 days. Reliable references given. Send 
stamp for circular, and say in what paper 
you saw my advertisement. Address (apt, 


W. A. Collings, Sinithville, Jefferson Co. 31,7, 


Bo OY a 20 175 


(i Wettsten's 


opular Jewelry Store, Rochelle, Ill. 
Em. diamond jewelry; fine gold and silver 
e. 


atches, chains, bracelets, gold and plated jew- 
lry, silver and plated ware, optical, art, and fancy 
goods. 3 oZ., coin silver, tigin watch, $9; 4 oz., 
$10.50; 40z., stem wind, 11 jeweled, $14.50; same, 15 
eweled, $19; same, adjusted, $22. In filled gold 
cases, warranted 20 years, 7 jeweled, stem wind, 
$21; 11 jeweled, $23.50; 15 jeweled, $28; adjusted. 
$91. Best filled cases add $4.50. Ladies’ filled, bes 
cases, $20, 7; $22, 11; and $30 for 15 jeweled move- 
1 . Ladies’ solid gold, 10 k 


i Tt And what isa nicer 
Í present for either 
na ] your lady or gentle- 
man friends than 
one of my làtest im- 
proved model badges 
in solid gold, artis- 
tically enameled in 
three colors? . Price, 
$3, $3.50, $4. With 
genuin diamond in 
rising sun, $8 and $10. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN 
Rochelle, Ill. 


‘or YOUNG & MIDDLE: AGED MEN 


ONLY 31 BY MAIL, POSTPAID. 
ILLUSTRATIVE SAMPLE FREE TO ALL, 


i 


== 


jA Great Medical Work on Manhood 
. Exhausted Vitality, Nervous and Physical Debil- 
Hity, Premature Decline in Man, Errors of Youth, 
and the untold miseries resulting from indiscre- 
ition or excesses. A book for every man, young, 
middle-aged, and old. It contains 125 prescriptions 
yfor all acute and chronic diseases, each one of 
which is invaluable. So found by the author, whose 
gexperience for 25 years is such as probably never 
beforé fell to the lot of any physician. 300 Ae eB, 
bound in beautiful French muslin, embossed cov- 
ers, full gilt, guaranteed to be a finer work in every 
18ense—than any other work sold in this country 
‘for $2.50 or the money will be refunded in eve 
instance, Price, only $1.00 by mail, post paid. 
Illustretiv sample free to anybody. Send now. 
: Gold medal awarded the author by the National 
| Medical Association, to the president of which, the 
Hon.P. A. Bissel, and associate officers of the Board 
the reader is respectfully referred, 
& The pelonas 0 ener be.read py the. young 
or instruction, and by the afflicted for relief, 
Till benet a London apr dudes du 
ere is no member of society to whom 
Science of Life will not be useful, whether Pond 
parent, guardian, instructor, or clergyman.—Argo- 


naut. 

Address the Peabody Medical Institute, or Dr. W. 
H. Parker, No. 4 Pullinch St., Boston, Mass., ur 
may be consulted on all diseases requiring skill 
and experience. Chronic and obstinate diseases 
that have baffled the skill of all other physicians a 
specialty. Such treated successfully, without an 
instance of failure. Mention this paper. 1y14 


R. P. FELLOWS 


TU AM es 


DR, 


0 


* * 


|. & regularly educat- 
ed and legally quali- 
fied physician, and 
the most successful, 
Oas his practice will 
prove. He has for 
twenty years treated 
exclusivly all diseases 
of the Sexual Organs, 
in the cures of which 
he stands preeminent 
ó SPERMATORRHŒA 
and IMPOTENCY 
as the result of self- 
abuse in youth and 
sexual excessesin ma- 
turer years, causing 
night emissiong by 
——— dreams, loss of sexual 
power, rendering 
marriage improper and unhappy, etc., are cure 
ermanently by an outside application in sixty 
ays. NO STOMACH MEDICIN USED. | Itis one 
of Dr. Fellows’ valuable discoveries, which is en- 
tirely unknown to the medical profession. It is 
not a catch-penny get up, such as a pad, belt, pas- 
tille, nor magnetite appliance, but simply a medi- 
cin to be applied externally on the parts affected, 
which cures by absorption. Send five 2-cent stamps 
for his * Private Counselor," giving full informa- 
tion. Address Dr. R. P. Fellows, Vineland, N. J., 
&nd say where you saw this advertisment. 
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N. B.—Dr. Fellows begs leave to say that he is 
an Infidel of the most pronounced character. Bro. 
Liberals, your patronage is solicited. 


The Bible Analyzed. 


John R. Kelso, A.M. 


CONTENTS : 


The Old Testament.—The New Testament.—The 
trennt Te Deluge. Ps Exodus.—The Mira- 
cles cf the Bible.—The Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Bible.—The 
Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of. 
the Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 


Savior. 
Crown octavo, 833 Pp. . Splendidly executed. Sent 
by mail, post paid. Price, $3.00. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


Cloth, $1.25, For Sale at this Office, 


scription for the widow of. 


Actors were arrested las 3 iy: 
cinnati for breaking the Sabbath by appear- | 
ing on the stage. | 


Tue Rev. Tuomas K. BEEOHER. "was last ' 
week defeated in his aspirations for the : 
mayoralty of Elmira, N. Y. ` . 


PnESIDENT CLEVELAND decisis that: no in- 
demnity is due to China on account’ of anti-- 
Chinese outrages in this country. 


Bria.-Gun. ALFRED H. TERRY p been 
nominated by the president to be major-gen- . 
eral vice Winfield Scott Haneóck deceased. 

A NEGRO was clubbed nearly to death and’ | 
then hanged by lynchers at Eatontown, N. J., 
last week Friday. He had. assaulted’ and c out 
raged an invalid young woman. ` 


Justice MxkcH, of Chicago, has um 
suit for libel against the Rev;-A...E. Kittridge . 
of the same city. Kittridge, in a sensational. 
sermon, accused Justice Meech of MEE 
bribes: 

Tur husband of Poet. ‘Joaquin: Mill T$ 
daughter, Mrs. -Mackaye;- has "gecüréd: 
divorce. She claimed never to hav been re- 
ligiously married to Mackaye because. he was 
not a Catholic. 


A LARGE meeting of Mormon ` ‘women. B was 
held in a theater in Salt Lake City last Satur- 
day. They defended their right to-enter“po- 
lygamy, and appoirited a committee to me- 
morialize President Cleveland to let them 
alone. 


JupaE PUTNAM, of Uxbride, Mass., has 
been sued for slander by the Rev. Mr.: Brem- 
ner. The judge accused the preacher of mak- 
ing improper advances toward Mrs. Putnam, : 
and the lady corroborates her husband.: She | 
several times very narrowly escaped being the 
victim” of the violence of the Rev. Mr. 
Bremner. 


As the Rev. J. A. Rood, of Cohasset, Mass., 
was returning from a prayer-meeting one 
evening last week he was fired at by some 
person unknown. The parson, who chanced 
to hav a revolver in his pocket, returned the. 
fire, though with no marked result. He at- 
tributes the assault to the liquor interest, 
which he has been fighting. 


Tur Rev. Mr. Bache, of this city, who 
sued the Rev. Mr. Ray for slander, and -es- 
timated the damage to his character at $50,- 
000, has withdrawn the suit and paid-all the 
preliminary costs. The slanderous’ state- 
ments imputed by Mr. Bache to Mr. Ray. 
were to the effect that Mr. Bache had more 
wives than one and kept á mistress. l 


One night last week a sick man, well- 
dressed, was picked up in a street in Jersey 
City and taken to a hospital, where he gave 
the name of Harris. The next day the physi- 
cian told him he would die, and he then said 
he was the Rev. C. E. Rider, of Williamsport, 
Pa. Having said this he fell back dead. No 

, further particulars of his death hav been made 
public. 


Some time ago Jim Holland came to New 
York’ from Abilene, Texas, to see the city. 
He fell in with one Tom Davis, a dealer in 
counterfeit money. Davis tried to shove 
some of the bad money upon Holland, and in 
the course of the discussion which followed, 
Mr. Holland fired a bullet through Mr. Davis 
and killed him. Last week Holland was 
tried here for murder and acquitted. 


Tax pallium which the pope has recently 


sent to America was not conferred on the | 


new cardinal, Gibbons, as stated, but upon 
Archbishop Corrigan. Mr. Gibbons catches 
a red hat instead. The ceremony of confer- 
ring the pallium, or pall, or ulster, took 
place in St. Patrick's Cathedral, in this city, 
on the 4th. With the usual mummery Arch- 
bishop. Corrigan was seated on the throne of 
McCloskey, defunct, as spiritual ruler of the 
papists of this diocese. 


Ox Friday of last week about 15,000 men 
employed on the horse-car roads of this city 
2nd Brooklyn *' tied up" and resolved. not to 
go to work again until Deacon Richardson, of 
Brooklyn, would pay his men $2 a day for 


twelve hours’ work. At the end of ten hours 
the deacon surrendered, and the cars all over 
the city were soon running. The character of 
Mr. Richardson is thus outlined by John 
Swinton's Paper: ‘As Deacon William Rich- 
ardson, of Brooklyn, is the most pious, so he 
the most penurious and grinding of railroad 
monopolists.” 


NOW READY: 


THE 0 ORDER € LU c 


pee aed 


BATION. 


A DISCUSSION BETWEEN 


GLADSTONE, - 
LINTON, 


HUXLEY, 


MULLER, 
REVILLE, 


On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 


This isa new book, and contains the latest discussion on the mistakes of Moses. 


The 


names of the participants are a guarantee of its able character. 


Price, - E E . 


Paper, 50 cts.; cloth, 75 cts. 


Published by the TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 83 Clinton Place, New York. 


Odds and nds. ` 


“EvIL to him,” ete.—‘ Look here, my friend, 
your molasses and whisky are not pure,” said Gil- 
hooly to an Austin grocer. Grocer (striking a 
tragic attitude) : “ To the pure all things are pure.” 


MINISTER : “That was a very vivid picture I drew 
in this morning’s sermon of the burning tortures 
of the lost, deacon, and yet the congregation did 
not seem to be particularly impressed.” Deacon: 
* Yes, I noticed that myself, and I partly account 
for it by the fact that the temperature of the 
church” was only a degree or two above freezing.” 

IT WON'T WORK. 

A bluebird perched on an aspen limb 
I In the February glitter, 

You can’t fool me with your siren Hymn 

Or the twit of your tunesome twitter; 

Iknow, while of vernal things you blab, 

That the buds won’t burst nor the brooklets bab, 

And that neath your promissory gab ] 

There's an ornithological titter. 


It's a chestnut, birdie, so it is— 
This little toot you're tooting ; 

You seem to make it your annual “biz” 
To come at the first saluting 

Of genial air, and chirp about 

The dandelion’s coming out, 

And the rhubarb’s readiness to sprout, 
And the verdure’s general shooting. 


But the bluebird perched on an aspen limb ! 
This spring you sing’s a specter, 

You can yawp the thing till your senses swim 
In the sea of a god-kissed nectar, 

But you can’t inveigle a chap that’s cute 

To shuffle his fcur-ply flannel suit, 

Or, in & moment of rashness, shoot 
His all-wool chest-protector. 


In days of a past that is flown, 

When dead folks were buried, I ween, 
The dying one feebly would groan, 
* Please see that my grave is kept green.” 


Cremation, alas, has to-day 
This saying completely abolished. 
It is now the custom to say; 
** Just see that my urn is kept polished.” 


OONSISTENT PRONUNOIATION. 
My faithful dawg 
All through the fawg 
Pursued a hawg 
Into the bawg, 
And leaped a lawg 
Where sat a frawg 
With eyes agawg. 


But my good dawg, 
Intent on hawg, 

Kept on his jawg 

And missed that frawg. 


THE MORMON AND THE OHINAMAN. 
A Mormon going southward, 
A Chinaman going west— 
They stopped beneath a sign-board 
To sit them down to rest. 


* Now, what a damned-mean country 
This is !” the Mormon said. 

“ A too. muchee must glo countlee !? 
And Chin Wong shook his head. 


“ Oh, whel you goin’, Molmon !* 
* Look up and you will know.” 
The Chinese climbed the sign-board, 
And read, ** To Mexico." 


* And where you going, heathen?” 
** Look upee,” said Chin Wong. 
They read therother sign-board, 
“This road to reach Hong Kong i.” 


i-i S < 
ani belive in ‘such impossibilities 
: ily immured i inthe darkness of 
ion. It requires ignorance to 
jsibility. —D. M. Bennett. 


^no means the only one of her 
at if women are fools, God 
so to match the men,—Mrs: 


“He that has never suffered extreme adversity 

"knows nót-he: fall extent of his deprivation [de- 

.praxityl;.and. he that has never enjoyed the sum- ` 
E Of prost erity: is'equally i ignorant ho farthe 
iniquity of others can go. For‘our adversity will 
excite: temptations. in ourselvs, our prosperity in 
others. Sir Robert Walpole observed it was fort- 
‘inate that few in in could be prime ministers, be- 
cause ibavas: fortunate that few men could know 
- the: -abandoned. profligacy of the human mind. 

Therefore a beautiful woman, if poor, should-use a. 
ble .circumspection, for her beauty will tempt 
thers and her poverty will tempt herself;—Colton’s ` 


To s speak in & mean, the virtue of prosperity i is 
mperanoe;. Xhe' virtue of adversity is fortitude, 
hich in morals is the more heroical virtue. Pros- 
ity isthe blessing of: the Old Testament. Ad- 
R ersity i is. the. blessing of the New, which carrieth - 
the greater benediction and the clearer revelation 
feoda! favor. Yet even in the-Old Testament, 
yot will listen, to David's harp, you shall hear as 
many hearse-like irs as carols, and the pencil of 
hath labored more in describing 
J fob than the felicities of Solo- 


doubt, were it ever possible to be 
; iman creature (which it plainly . 


ring him to a state of assirance 
‘any subject. It must, however, 
this species of. skepticism, when 
1 ay: ‘be understood in a very rea- 


meee: in our S idementa and weaning our 
mind from: ‘all. those prejudices which we may hav 
-imbibed from education or rashopinion. To begin 
"with clear and ‘self-evident principles, to advance 
by timorous ‘and + “sure steps, to review frequently 
our conclusions and examin accurately all their 
‘consequences ;“though by thesé means we shall 
make: both e:slów and a short progress in our sys- 
tems—these are the only methods by which we can 
ever hope to:reach -truth, and attain a proper sta- 


| bility in certainty in our determinations: —Hume’s 


Academical ama Skepticat Philosophy. ' 


CURIÓUS INBTANOES OF HISTOBIOAL ILLUSION, 

THE .contemporaries of Louis the Four teenth 
thought him tall. Voltaire, who might hav seen 
him and who had lived with some of the most dis- 
tinguished members of ‘his court, speaks repeat- 
edly of his majestic 8tature. Yet it is as certain as 
any fact can be that he was rather below than 
above the middle size. He had, it seems, a way of 
holding himself, a way of walking, a way of swell- 
ing hischest and rearing his. head, which deceived 
the eyes of the multitude. Eighty years after his 
death, the royal cemetery was violated by the Rev- 
olutionists, his coffin was opened, his body was 
dragged out, and it appeared that the prince 
whose majegtic figure had been so long and 
loudly extolled was in truth a little man.—Macau- 
lay. 


AND behold the vail of the temple was rent in 
twain from the top to the bottom and the earth did 
quake and the rocks rent; and the graves were 
opened and many bodies of the saints which slept 
arose and came out of the graves after his resur- 
rection and went unto the holy city and appeared 
unto many.—Matt, xvii, 49-03. 


Suppose thatall the historians who treat of Eng- 

land should agree that on the ist of January, 1600, 
Queen Elizabeth died; that both before and after 
her death she was seen by her physicians and the : 
whole court, as is usual with persons of her rank; 
that her successor was acknowledged and pro- 
claimed by the Parliament; and that after being 
interred one month [and not merely three days 
and three nights, according to the Jewish mode of 
speaking, but actually only thirty-six hours] she 
again appeared, resumed the throne, and governed 
England for three years. I must confess that I 
should be surprised at the concurrence of so many 
odd circumstances, but should not hav the least 
inclination to believe so miraculous an event, I 
should not doubt of her pretended death aud of 
those other public circumstances that followed it. 
I should only assert it to hav been pretended and 
that it neither was nor possibly could be real. 
The knavery and folly of men are such common 
phenomena that I should rather believe the most 
extraordinary events to arise from their concur- 
rence than. admit of so signal a violation of the 
laws of nature.—Hume’s Essay on Miracles. 


So soon as men understand that they must not 
get their geology from the Bible, but from their 
knowledge of the earth, then geology as a science 
was suddenly found making a marvelous progregs. 
So soon as men understood that they were not to 
look to the Bible for their knowledge concerning 
the science of life, then biology began to develop. 
So astronomy developed with marvelous rapidity. 
So soon as men cut loose from their d'pendence 
upon the Bible for their geology; astro: omy, biol- 
ogy, and the other sciences, then these sciences 
began to grow and progress. It will be the same, 
depend upon it, with respect to the science of mo- 
rality.—Felix Adler. 


DzaATH has two aspects; dreary and sorrowful to 
those of prosperous, mild and almost genial to 
those of adverse, fortune. Her countenance is old 
to the young and youthful to the aged; to the for- 
mer, her voice is importunate, her gait terriflo; 
the latter she approaches like a bedside friend and 
calls in a whisper that invites to rest.—W. S. 
Landor. 
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dotes and Clippings. 


Sam JoNES and Sam Small object to danc- 
ing. Sam Jones chews tobacco, and. Sam 
- Small, it is said, smokes cigarets. 


Tne Boston Atheneum will hereafter open 
its library for visitors on Sunday afternoon, 
though no books will be given out on that day. 


Tue Rev. M. D. Shutter, Baptist, of Minne- 
apolis, has resigned from his pastorate, giving 
as a reason his inability to longer believe in 
the faith.of the Baptists, or to sympathize 
with them. i 

AT Homer Village, a few miles fotos of 
Ottawa, Can., Clarence J. Sears,’over eighty 
years of age, recently had some trouble with 
his. wife upon the subject of religion. To 
settle the question he procured a hand-saw 
and slashed her so fearfully that she died in 
a couple of hours. : 

Tne New Orleans Picayune suggests: ‘‘ One 
good Lord’s day at the Exposition would be 
profitable. Let it be on Sunday, and let all 
members of all religious denominations go 
there to worship in a millennium union ser- 
vice, and pay their way in at the gate in lieu 
of: putting & nickel in the contribution box.” 


Turk Churchman is still unhappy over the 
religious situation at Harvard, as explained 
by President Eliot. It intimates rather broadly 
that Christians who send their sons to Har- 
vard may expect judgments instead of bless- 
ings. 
this venerable university a school of irreligion. 
It is quite evident that the ministers and the 
church papers intend to make it very lively 
for the reforming president of Harvard. 


And in the blackest of italics it calls. 


We get this from: Dr. Foote’s Health 
Monthly : “TIt is related that at the burial of 
the Hon. Elizur Wright, the sun came out 
just as he was lowered into the grave. It 
had been storming steadily for a week, but at 
that moment the black cloud rose suddenly, 


a golden sunset lit up the sorrowing faces 
gathered around the bier, and a rainbow ap- 


peared in the sky opposit; and then it all 
darkened again as the earth fell heavily on 
the casket containing the precious remains." 


Tue Austrian government has set out to 
suppress Socialism. The Committee of the 
Hungarian Diet has given its approval toa 
bill fcr the suppression of Socialism. Under 
the provisions of this measure summary deal- 
ings with all Socialists are authorized and. se- 
vere punishment will be visited upon any per- 
son having letters on his person declaiing 
Socialistic tendencies or anyone providing 
rooms for the meeting of Socialists. Keepers 
of public houses allowing Socialists to hold 
sessions on their premises will be deprived of 
their licenses. 


BisuoP SELwxYN, who interested himself 
greatly in the poor, one day, coming on & 
company of miners, heard them talking in a 
very animated way, so loudly that he said to 
them, ‘‘ My friends, something seems to inter- 
est you all very much; I heard your voices 
quite in the distance—may I inquire what it 
is?” To which they replied: ‘‘ You see that 
copper tea-kettle there? We found it, and 
we were just saying that the one who could 
tell the biggest lie should hav it." ‘*Oh!” 
said the bishop, “ I am sorry for that; I hope 
you will never again tell lies. "Tis a fearful 
bad habit, and so unmanly. Why, I never 


toll a tie in my life.” Whereupon the four 
miners shouted in one breath, ‘‘ Giv the gov- 
ernor the kettle.” 


Ir is reported that the Communists and So- 
cialists of Cincinnati are drilling and practic- 
ing rifle-shooting weekly. This is alarming 
on the face of it, but the fact that there are 
never more than nineteen men in line on one 
occasion, and that the object of the organiza- 
tion is mainly to fire at a target and drink 
beer socially, will allay the fears of those who 
liv at a distance from Cincinnati. 


PosrMASTER-GENERAL ViLAs has refused to 
allow a Sunday delivery in Baltimore. The 
Tribune comments: '* Qut of respect to. ‘the 
moral sense of the community,’ Postmaster- 
General Vilas declines to giv Baltimore a 
Sunday morning dclivery. A large accum- 
ulation of moral sense, nut to speak of horse 
sense and common sense, backed the petition 
which the business men of the United States 
addressed to Mr. Vilas, begging him not to 
array himself against them by crippling the 
mail service. But Vilas, who is so tender of 
Baltimore’s Sunday morning, showed that he 
cared nothing at all about the best interests of 
business men. It is statesmen of the Vilas 
school that strain at a gnat and- swallow a 
whole caravan of camels.” 


Two distinguished writers hav just ex- 
pressed decided opinions concerning Voltaire, 
and it is interesting to see these opinions in 
conjunction. Thus Ruskin: “ Voltaire.—His 
work is, in comparison with good literature, 
what nitric acid is. to wine, and sulphureted 
hydrogen to air. Literary chemists cannot 
but take account of the sting and stench of 
him; but- he has no place in the library of a 


thoughtful scholar. Every man of sense 
knows more of the world than Voltaire can tell 
him; and what he wishes to express of such 
knowledge he will say without a snarl.” Of 
course we hav not Voltaire's opinion of Rus- 
kin. Mr. Lowell says of the great Frenchman 
that he was one ‘' who, if he used ridicule too 
often for thesatisfaction of personal spite, em- 
ployed it also for sixty years in the service of 
truth and justice, and to him more than to 
any other one man we owe it that wecan now 
think and speak as we choose." 


Tur Saturday Evening Gazette, of Boston, 
says: ‘‘ Mr. Joseph Cook has Gratiano’s talent 
for saying an infinit deal of nothing. Incom- 
mon with that other windy, quarrelsome, and 
nonsensical person, the Rev. Mr. Talmage, he 
possesses an unfortunate gift for verbosity 
which he mistakes for both eloquence and ar- 
gument, and this erroneous estimate leads him 
into no end of trouble. He has, during the 
years which he has poured forth unfathom- 
able torrents of words, accomplished nothiag 
more important than talking himself into no- 
toriety. He has worn the public out by his 
volubility, and the wonder is that he has not 
worn himself out as well. The only explana 
tion that offers is the indestructibility of wind. 
The potency of humbug when assisted by 


| invulnerable egotism was never more felici- 


tously exemplified than in the careers of these 
Tuppers of religious polemics, Messrs. Tal- 
mage and Cook. Ridicule, no matter how 
justly provoked, or how unerring its aim, 
hurls its shafts at them in vain. Their hides 
are impervious, and the professors of ver- 
bosity continue to pour out words in an end- 
less, wishy-washy flood: Like neighbor Ver- 
ges, they will be talking.” l 
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Communications. 


An Examination of Church History. 
BEING LETTERS TO A CATHOLIC.——IX. 


Liguori assures his readers that a simple depend- 
ence on the Virgin is all that is necessary tó secure 
salvation. No matter what may be the nature of the 
crime, attend to her particular devotions and all will 
be well; but if you slight her, woe betide you. . 

To impress this on his readers he says that in 1610 
some people dishonored the vigil of Pentecost by 
drinking and dancing. The Virgin came in person, 
set fire to the building, and fifteen hundred were 
burnt. This is attested by five eye-witnesses. 

This proves her power; now for her morals: À 
notorious robber being urged to repent declared it 
was too late, but promised to fast every Saturday in 
honor of Mary. After awhile he was caught, tried, 
beheaded, and thrown into a ditch. The virgin came 
with four angels, wrapped the body in a cloth em- 
broidered with gold, took it to the nearest city and 
told the guard to tell the bishop to bury it in conse- 
crated ground, because he (the robber) was her faith- 
ful servant. 

Another robber in Normandy had also been be- 
headed, and his head was heard to say, “ Mary, giv 
me confession." A priest was sent after and con- 
fessed the head, which admitted that the only thing 
its former owner had ever done for the. salvation of 
his soul was to fast one day in the week in honor of 
the Virgin. I 

The “Glories of Mary” contain several dogmas of 
like stories, and the gentleman who records and 
vouches for them is not only a saint, but a doctor of 
your church. Dominus vobiscum! 

There are many letters written by Mary in heaven, 
and sent down to her admirers on earth, but the fol- 
lowing is, as near as I can find out, the only one she 
wrote while here on earth. It is directed to the citi- 
zens of Messina, and can be seen in their cathedral: 

The Virgin Mary, daughter of Joachim, the most humble 
mother of God, Christ Jesus crucified, of the tribe of Judah, 
and of the stock of David, to the people of Messina health 
and the blessing of God, the omnipotent father : 

It appears by & public instrument that you, recognizing 
the way of truth through the preaching of Paul, the elect 
apostle, hav in your great faith sent to us embassadors and 
messengers; you confess our son, begotten of God, to be 
God and Man, and that after his resurrection he ascended to 
heaven; for which cause we bless you and your city, and 
will be her perpetual protector. : 

Jerusalem, in the forty-second year of our 
first Thursday, June 3d. 

This letter was first brought to light in 1629 by 
the Jesuit Inchofer, one of -the accusers of Galileo. 
An infallible pope, by solemn decree, has guaranteed 
its genuinness, and authorized copies to be sold to 
the faithful. 

There is hardly any need to refer to the fraud of 
La Salette. Even your church is ashamed of it, and 
the good Jesuit fathers no longer point to it with 
pride, as the late national pilgrimage to that shrine, 
though numbering 200,000 votaries, resulted in the 
` expulsion of their order from France. 

When the Virgin appeared at Lourdes and said, “I 
am the immaculate conception," people thought it & 
queer expression, and awaited results; which, when 
they culminated in a spring flowing one thousand 
barrels of holy water a day, they were constrained to 
feel was a useless waste of holy things. But the an- 
nouncement was an indorsement from on high of the 
latest dogma, and that, together with the water 
being shipped to all parts of the world, and entered 
duty free in every Catholic country, may repay the 

‘Jesuits for what they hav lost by being turned out 
of France. The order has fallen on evil times, for 
even the house of Loretto refuses to take wings and 
fly. When the Infidel Piedmontese took that town 
the house refused to budge. The power of Infidelity 
had overcome the power of the angels, and the pope 
negotiated to hav it taken down and carried piece- 
meal to Rome. But as the Italians took that city in 

1870, God was again foiled. I hav lost track of the 

house; can you furnish me with the sequel? 

The veneration for Mary has most certainly grown 
into an adoration. We can now look back on the 
past, deplore’ the darkness of the Middle Ages, pity 
their condition, even pardon many faults; but I do 
object to your shielding ourself behind specious ar- 
guments and theological terms. Your theologians 
claim you do not worship the Virgin in the true 
sense of the term, and hav distinguished it by Ayper- 
dalia in contradistinction to the term latria as ap- 
plied to God. But how many of you Catholics know 
the difference? How many know that any difference 
is claimed? f 

Pio Nono, in his decree, December 8, 1854, says: 
“Let all the children of the Catholic church most 
dear to us hear these words, and with a most ardent 
zeal of piety and love, proceed to worship, invoke, 
and pray to the most blessed Virgin Mary, mother of 
God, conceived without original sin.” As Pic’ Nono 
says worship, they will worship, and will continue to 
worship, till you can explain satisfactorily to the Irish 
servant-girl the difference between Hyperdalia and 


son. Indiction 


 -Laria. Iam an ordinarily intelligent man, and hay | 


examined as closely as I am able the two systems, 
and will say that if I were to be the object. and had 
the choice I should choose the position of your Vir- 
gin to that of your God. . mn 

Subtle distinctions hav.some weight with the intel- 
ligent, none with the ignorant. The masses are at- 
tracted by that which appeals to the senses, and very 
frequently a picture will sway a multitude when an 
argument would be powerless. I call your attention 
to a picture.sold openly in the streets of Rome. In 


his controversy, Mr. Gladstone referred to it. At the | 


top is God the father bestowing his blessing; at his 
right hand the Virgin Mary; at his left St. Peter; 
directly beneath him the Holy Ghost, showering rays 
of light on Pio Nono, who, as the central figure, is 
seated on the papal throne, dressed in all his insig- 
nia, and Europe, Asia, Africa, and America in adora- 
tion at his feet. 

And your God, Jesus Christ—where was he? Con- 
spicuous by his absence. i 

With the ordinary private scandals of any relig- 
ious system I hav nothing to do. Baptists, Meth- 
odists, Episcopalians, Catholics, and the rest of the 
pagan crew hav plenty of them, but an outsider can 
very reasonably object to any public scandal which is 
directly traceable to your peculiar methods, and 
therefore I propose to point out a few. | 

The first is what are known as Christian lies. Not 
long ago Colonel Ingersoll was advertised to deliver 
his lecture, “ Which Way?” in a certain New England 
town, and I went ten miles to hear him. To me, at 
least, it was two and a half hours of music and 


poetry, and, from the respectful manner of the audi-. 


ence, and what I heard as I passed out, it was evi- 
dent that a serious impression had been made. The 
next morning I had occasion to call at a drug-store, 
and found a deacon of the Baptist church, sur- 
rounded by half a dozen men, speaking of the lect- 
ure. J listened, and, to my surprise, heard the dea- 
con say that Mr. Ingersoll had pulled out his watch 


| on the platform and said, “If there be a God I defy 


him to kill me within three minutes,” and after wait- 
ing that length of time declared, as he was still alive, 
it was proof positiv there was no God. I then vent- 
ured to join the group, said I had attended the lect- 
ure, occupied one of the front seats, had my eyes riv- 
eted on the speaker from his entrance to his exit, and 
did not hear anything of it; that the action and 
remark would hav been worthy of a blackguard, and 
Mr. Ingersoll was a gentleman, and asked the deacon 
for his authority. I was referred to a laundryman 
down the street. I called on him, stated my busi- 
ness, and was told that his informant was Mr. ——, a 
salesman in a drygoods store opposit. I crossed th 
street and interviewed this gentleman. On repeating 
the story, as given by the deacon, he laughed, and 
said his words had been garbled ; that during the 
lecture Colonel Ingersoll had pulled out his watch, 
and at this movement it had flashed across his mind 
that some one, under similar circumstances, had used 
the remarks already quoted, and he wondered if the 
colonel. was going to repeat them. Now, here was a 
Christian vilifying a perfect stranger simply because 
there was a difference in opinion, although the Infidel 
was trying to clear the skirts of his God from the 
crimes his own followers had imputed to him. 

The very moment any of you can answer the 
colonel, you will cease this vituperation, and set to 
work repairing the rock he has shattered. 

But this is a Baptist lie. ‘Well, let me giv you a 
Catholic lie. It is not a score of years since I ac- 
companied your wife and self to a mission held by 
the Redemptionists. The subject was, “Infidelity: 
Its Cause and Cure" I will giv the priest credit for 
being one of the most eloquent men I ever listened 
to. I wish I could say as much for his truthfulness. 
In the course of his remarks the reverend gentleman 
came to treat of Thomas Paine, and pictured in the 
most glowing manner all his vices, traced him through 
the American Revolution, then the French, back to 
America. 
us that his duty as a priest had compelled him to 
read it, gave us a synopsis of its contents, and his 
appeal to the congregation never even to look at its 
cover was equaled only by his picture of the death 
scene. J could see that Infidel as he lay on his bed 
deserted by God and man, his pinched, wan face and 
hungry eyes bétokening early dissolution, striving in 
vain to remember the prayers learned at his mother’s 
knee. 
last breath, the Virgin was depicted kneeling at her 
son's feet, imploring him by the love he bore her to 
save the unhappy man. Around the bed were a score 
of devils ready to seize the soul as soon as it was 
freed from the earthly tenement, and-Lucifer himself, 
conscious of his priority of claim, stood by to defend 
his rights. Jesus, with his heart full of compassion, 
was about to accede to the Virgin, when the father in- 
terposed saying that as Paine had lived without a 
God, he should die without one. A whole procession 
of saints and angels joined with the Virgin, but all to 
no purpose. The decree had passed. Then the 
devils advanced to seize their victim, and with one 
despairing shriek Paine, in his eagerness to escape 


He spoke of the “Age of Reason,” informed 


As he writhed in agony, almost gasping his. 


them, fell out of bed and died with his head in his 


chamber. .Thé. imaginary shriek of Paine was an- 


‘swered by several throughout the church, and one ` 


in a dead faint. Though it was winter, beads of per- 


‘lady, only a few pews in front of us, was carried out ` 


spiration stood on my forehead, and, if I remember . = 


correctly, you were equally impressed. This sermon 
haunted me for months, and was one of the reasons 
why I did not read the “Age of Reason” sooner. 
When I read it I found Mr. Paine did believe in God, 
was in fact a Unitarian, and gave his reasons for his 
belief in no less than seven different parts of his work. 


. Now which was the worse, the Baptist or the Cath- . 


olic lie? 
of God, under the very shadow of the body and blood 


of Jesus, telling a wilful, deliberate, and malicious ` 
Cut bono ? pr 


lie. 
If it be true that * the consecrated wafer is not only 


the body of Jesus Christ, it is Jesus Christ upon the- . . 


cross, Jesus Christ dying for us,” then I can see your 
God, writhing in agony and despair, regret his sacri- 
fice ; for the pagans, from whom he came to save you, 
inscribed in their temples the legend, “De mortuis 
nil nisi bonum.” Those eminent Christians, Messrs. 
McClintock and Strong, say: “The religion which 


Here was your priest in the very sanctuary . 


Paine proposed to substitute for Christianity was the ' 


belief in one God as revealed by science, in immortal- 
ity as the continuance of conscious existence, in the 
natural equality of man, and in the obligation of jus- 
tice and mercy to one’s neighbor.” 


But this was under the excitement of a revival. . 


Examin the career of 
He 


Well, let us look further. 
Capel, *the wandering prelate of the Vatican." 


comes to America with the title of monsignor, secre- ^ ` 


tary or confidant of the pope, and authorized to speak 
for him. Take his lecture on the Inquisition. What 
& mess of stuff and lies! 
and in the presence of that Jesus “at the mention of 
whose name every head in heaven, on earth, and in 


hell bows,” he claimis that the church is entirely free ` 


from the stain of blood spilt by the Inquisition. Now 
you and I hav conversed many times on this subject, 
and, although you would not go as far in denuncia- 
tion as I, yet I hav heard you say that the church 
was responsible. Do you think if Capel were visiting 


you, and this subject were to arise, that he would use 


his arguments im your parlor? You know he would 
not. You would consider it an insult to your intelli- 
gence, and would so inform him. So thenhe has less 
respect for his God than for you. You could answer 
him ; his God could not. 

If there be anything you Catholics prate more about 
than another, it is of the consolations of your relig- 
ion in the hour of death. Theoretically you may be 
correct; practically I know you are not. Let me giv 
you‘an instance or two. 


A relativ of mine, a good Catholic, was called on . 


to mourn the loss of his oldest child, a bright, intel- 
ligent lad of eleven years. It had been sudden; the 
family were in deep despair; the mother particularly 
was inconsolable. 
lady was surprised by a visit from a d dear who ex- 
plained his presence by saying though he had not the 
pleasure of her personal acquaintance, he knew her 
husband, had been a college mate, and was intimate 
with his family. Hearing of the loss, he had taken 
the liberty to call, offer his condolence, etc. As he 
warmed to his subject the bereaved mother inter- 
rupted him and, motherlike, said: “Why did God 
take away my darling? Death, you say, is the punish- 
ment of sin, and surely my innocent boy was blame- 
less. If sin was committed, I was the one, not he. 
Why did not God take me away and leave him ?" ete., 
etc. “My dear madam,” answered the reverend con- 
soler, “the ways of God are mysterious. Humble 
yourself in his presence, for this may be a blessing in 
disguise. Possibly, looking into the future, he saw 


your boy, the pride of your heart, having grown to 


man’s estate, enter a liquor saloon, become intoxicated, 
engage in a brawl, and take the life of a fellow-being. 
Knowing you to be a model wife and mother, and a 


good daughter of our holy church, he has taken your : 


boy away. thus early in order to save you from a 
greater pang.” The lady quietly rang the bell and 
told the servant that the reverend gentleman wished 
his hat and cane. Now, I know this to be a fact; I 
had it from the lips of my relativ. So where are 
your eonsolations? Tell a bereaved mother that her 
son was taken from her to prevent his being a mur- 
derer ! 

But you may say this is an isolated case. 
giv you another. All the actors are dead, so Y will 
use names. I speak of John Mannes. You knew 
him as well as I, and though you may not be aware 
of every detail, yet you know enough about it to 
check me if I state a falsehood. 

I had received a letter from John, inviting me to 
the marriage of his daughter, to take place in six 
weeks. Within a month I was shocked to read in the 
Herald the announcement of her sudden death. I 
packed my valise, hurried to your city, and arrived at 


In the Dominican church, . 


Let me . 


A few days after the funeral, the . 


A 


John's house just at dusk. He answered my ring at ' 


the bell and his cold hand, as it lay in mine, spoke 
more eloquently than words. I did not attempt any 
consolation. 


I am glad now that I did not. He. 


. Swer ‘came. 


“the glad tidings of great joy" to him? 


. mercies were but the basest cruelties. 
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ushered me into the parlor, where lay the corpse, 
dressed in hér bridal robes, hands folded over her 
breast, and a tiny forget-me-not, the last gift of her 
lover, held between her fingers. As we stood over 
the coffin, poor John’s eyes riveted on the face he 


~ loved so well a ring came and in entered a priest. 
. Bowing to all, he glanced around, quickly passed to a 


table, and taking from it two candles, lit and. placed 
them among the others at the head of the corpse and 
rearranged those at its feet. It was done with the 
self-possession of a man who knew what he was do- 
ing. He then came over to John’s side and took his 
hand, but before he could speak my poor friend burst 
out into an apostrophe which chilled me to the very 
marrow. His appeal to. her for just one word, one 
look of recognition, I shall never forget. But no an- 
Then, turning to the priest, he said, 
* Father, where is Lou? Where is my pet?" 

Now was the opportunity I had so long sought. 
Here was one.who claimed to be commissioned to 
speak. From his actions with the candles, he was 
acquainted with every minutia, every detail—he 


` knew everything. I looked up in his face, and a 


smile covered it as he answered, ** My dear sir, let us 
hope " He proceeded: no fnrther. John had 
dashed his hand aside, and if ever I saw despair pict- 
ured on a human countenance I saw it then. John 
reeled to a sofa; the scene was ended. I remained 
for the funaral, and never desire to duplicate my ex- 
perience. And poor John— what of him? For over 
forty years he had: been a good and faithful son of 
the church; had fasted and feasted at her command ; 
was a regular communicant; and his check-book 
could show that he had not been called on in vain. 

One by one, he had seen his children, then their 
mother, laid in their graves, and now, when called on 
to part with his last, all the consolation he could ob- 
tain was, “Let us hope.” Of what consequence were 
He had 
pinned all to faith and discarded reason, and now, as 
you know well, reason had almost discarded him. 

If this be all the consolation that the’ religion 
founded by Jesus can giv, after being established 
eighteen hundred years, I'll hav none of it. It has 
cost millions of lives and countless treasure, and 
when the supreme moment arrives the priestly hyp- 


- ocrit, who is too lazy to do an honest day's labor, and 


has been fattening on your credulity, quietly folds 


` his hands over his well-filled paunch, raises his sanc- 


limonious eyes toward your imaginary heaven, and 
with a self-satisfied smile simply says, “ Let us hope.” 
I hav already made this letter too long, but will 


. try to finish all I hav to say in my next. 


Yours truly, McAnrHUR. 
—M MÀ 
-` Inhumanity. 

Bobbie Burns has said that “man’s inhumanity to 
man makes countless thousands mourn.” Nothing 
could be truer than this saying of “ nature's sweetest 
bard.” The law of heredity has incorporated into 
manhood some of the elements of the brute as well 
as those of humanity. Nothing could better serve to 
prove man's evolution from the lower animals than 
the fact that he has .brought up with him some of 
their characteristics: We hav all seen exhibited in 
man the elements of a coyote, hyena, and a snake. 
Artful cunning, cowardly treachery, deceitful hypoc- 
risy, and poisonous venom each finds a habitation in 
the mind of man. Brute force is argument, and 
might is often made the criterion of right. ^ Vices 
hav been characterized as virtues, and the tenderest 
The very 
thought of all the viceand villainies of man is enough 
to make the impressible cheek of modesty crimson 
with shame. All the great and good of earth who 
dared to think and speak their thought were given 
to the sword and stake, save those alone who could 
elude the vulture’s eye or kneel in abjuration of their 
life's long thought. Thousands hav been the victims 
of mistaken crimes, but for every victim nature bleeds 
and justice weeps. On every hand we hear the cries 


‘of deep distress, of sunken hopes, of blasted aims. 


The fluctuating sea of life has drunk the hosts of fell 
despair, and thousands now are sleeping on beneath 
its restless waves. These cries are not in vain. 

social.wrongs must be retrenched. Each sad and 
wounded heart inhuman monsters broke must sure 
be healed. "Through social wrongs the mind of man 
must reach and penetrate the festered mass. Cor- 
rupt and injudieious laws must be repealed, all use- 
less sinecures must die. ‘The shallow, brainless, wan- 
dering waifs who never knew the force of love, the 
soothing balm of joyous homes; the denizens of 
countless slums, examples of the force of want—all 
indicate a growing need, a panacea unsupplied. 
Distressing cries surmount the air. From foreign 
lands resound the wails of much-abused and starving 
souls. A million hosts, unknown to freedom but to 
serfdom born, must toil and weep and sweat to clothe 
and feed in luxury and ease the chronic paupers and 
royal loafers of imperial thrones. In the brazen face 
of plenteous wealth thousands die of growing want. 


On every hand we hear the cries of Labor seeking for | 
' his rights. 


What. does it mean? It means that 
gilded capital must step down and out from power 


shrine. 


that the knight of labor dispossessed may rule 
instead. It means that equal rights, equal liberties, 
and equal opportunities must be extended to all, and 
that upon the domed firmament above, inlaid with 
suns and wrapped in the fraternal harmony of the 
stars, we must inscribe-these three words: Liberty, 
Fraternity, Equality, the grandest words that ever 
dropped from human lips. The wrongs and cruelties 
of earth are great; a helping hand must come. In 
curing ills we need no saints, much less a sacred 
The power lies with man, and he alone, when 
rightly led, can.render aid. The grandest hearts are 
those who grasp the diverse needs, the various wants, 
of all mankind. Exhaustless charities their portals fill. 
The hopes and aims of each and all should be to so 
condition man that all remediable ills should cease. 
When man shall rise above the brute, assert his 
higher powers and aims, and banish all ignoble traits, 
Utopia will gleam. G. F. Rinewarr. 
Syracuse, Kan. i 


Å 
A Cosmopolitan Republic. 


The idea of a grand central universal government 
is not a despicable one. The reasons it has as yet 
failed of realization are obvious. 

Napoleon had the idea, and it nerved him in his 
greatest military efforts. Many others, and probably 
all of royal blood, hav slightly dreamed of a universal 
crown. But all these golden dreams hav been doomed 
to infamous annihilation. Why? 

. The reason evidently lies in the nature of the gov- 
ernments which those royal aspirants hav meant to 
establish. 

It is natural and right for men to be self-interested. 


But, since it is as proper and just as natural toa | 


common man as to one of royal ancestry, self-interest 
has been circumscribed by tolerably definit limits. 
Besides, there hav been and are too many princes en- 
tertaining the same ambition. Their interests hav 
been antagonistic; and, sustained by their less am- 
bitious, but nevertheless, though more unconsciously, 
self-interested adherents, they hav defeated each 
other's schemes. 

It is evident that the greatest amount of poverty, 
and much of the sufferings, of people in monarchies 
are the result of the extravagance and immorality of 
their so-called merciful paternal sovereigns gratia 
Dei. What insanity for starving nations to expend 
billions of dollars upon their houses of worthless 
princes and princesses, when their public and private 
safety can be secured by a republican government 
a thousand times better and not half so expensiv! 

The world is gradually, and more rapidly than gen- 
erally supposed, being instructed in republican prin- 
ciples. Democracy is said to be the one progressiv 
principle; which claim, if true, must enable us to be- 
lieve that it will soon fill the earth like Nebuchadnez- 
zar's stone. 

The nation doing most for the enlightenment of 
the world upon the advantages of republican institu- 
tions is doubtless the United States. It is the most 
extensiv, and is composed of people from nearly all 
other nations, who, still connected by ties of consan- 
guinity with their mother countries, are, consciously 
or unconsciously, spreading the doctrin of human 
rights, and a knowledge of the advantages of the 
government under which they liv. This leads us to 
infer, and the frequent efforts in different parts of the 
world to shake off the chains of despotism prove, the 
fact. 

The president of the United States is paid for his 
services. not one-twentieth proportionately of what 
the king of the Scandinavian peninsula, for instance, is 
paid. The president really does something, and works 
hard for the people he serves, while what the king 
usually does with all his might, and by thé assistance 
of his sons, daughters, attendants, and ministers, all 
paid by the people, is to oppress his employers and 
waste his wages in disgraceful dissipation. Can 
people much longer see this and not see through it? 

If all the monarchs of the world, like the king of 


.the Sandwich Islands, had sense enough to see the 


unprofitableness of their service, and would enter into 
negotiations with the United States, their subjects, I 
think, would immediately say Amen to the transac- 
tion. A voluntary universal sale of crowns would be 
the greatest benevolent act of which the monarchs are 
capable. How changed would soon become the aspect 
of the earth! What a grand thing would be a cosmical 
republic! States in every respect coordinate! All 
peoples, though living in different countries, equally 
heirs of all the blessings of the whole earth! No pro- 
tectiv tariffs to destroy the equality of rights; no 
wars to murder body and soul and impoverish hu- 
manity; no state church to encroach upon the liber- 
ties of men! A single, practical, cosmical congress 
representing all nations, and in which all nations 
would hav a never-dying interest! A single, ami- 
cable, cosmical brotherhood! How sublime! The 
thought ought to recommend itself to all thinking 
people as one of the grandest of our age. 
And when sometime you can engage - 
In mental grasp ! 
The thought which animates the age, 
Then you're a sage. 
SAMUEL GARBORG. 


: Sam Jones. 


Chicago is just now being overhauled by the 
Georgia revivalist, a man who blends superstition 
and common sense in equal proportions more nearly, 
perhaps, than any living man. 

There is scarcely a Freethinker who cannot indorse 
his mental independence—that rare thing among 
Christians. Take this as a sample: 

You want courage, brother; courage that will stand in its 
tracks and die there. I hav had this old world play its in- 
timidating tricks on me. I hav had dynamite on my prem- 
ises, and if you don'tshut your mouth about some things 
we will put it in your dwelling and blow your whole family 
into eternity, and I hav walked out on the streets and said: 
“Iwill never hush my mouth; I will denounce you as in- 
fernal scoundrels, violating the.law of my state;" and, said 
I: *Put your dynamite under my home and blow us up. 
You will giv us a good start, and I had just as soon go to 
heaven by the dynamite route as any other God can make” 
[laughter and applause]. J never could be bought, I never 
could be scared ; 1 never intend to swerve a hair’s breath from 
what I see isright until this old world shall hush my mouth 
forever; and you could take me and dip me and drown me 
in ten fathoms of water in this. lake, with a rock around my 
neck, and every babbling wave will sing it out on you, ‘You 
hav drowned a man who had the courage to say what he be- 
lieved ” [great applause]. 

I want to commend the trait, which even Chris- 
tians applaud to the echo if it is exhibited in de- 
Jense of Christianity. I am liberal enough to 
admire this trait of mental independence even in a 
Christian. But does a Christian admire and com- 
mend the same fine quality in an Infidel? No. I 
think the Rev. Sam Jones has a sort of Christian 
contempt for it when it leads to, and results in, a 
complete rejection of Christ and Christianity as di- 
vine. . 

In the presence of an audience of six thousand 
people in Chicago Sam Jones (he calls himself Sam) 
said about Infidelity: 

I said once before that there is but-one soil in the universe 
of God that Infidelity will grow in, and that is the soil that 
is littered with the unfaithfullives of professing Christians. 
No compliment to Christianity, or Infidelity either, to say that, 
but that’s the truth as certain as I am standing here to-night. 

Amazing ignorance! Yet on just such misrepre- 
sentations the clergy, and especially revivalists, are 
feeding their sheep. The man shows that he does 
not understand the first principle of Infidelity. Evi- 
dently the reverend Sam never suspected that the 
principle for which he was willing to be dropped into 
Lake Michigan is exactly what stiffens the spine of 
every Infidel in the land. ‘Though every Christian 
on earth were a paragon of purity, that fact would 
not make his Christianity one whit more logical or 
true. When will Christians comprehend the issue 
between Freethought and Christianity? 

Wentworth, Dakota. W. F. Jameson. 

P.S.—I am about to hav a debate with an Advent- 
ist in Madison, Dak., if he is not another Elder Hill 
—so anxious to debate that he can’t be even coaxed 
into it. J. 

—————9-4—————————. 
How General Washington Swore. 

When General Washington became president he 
was urged to hold levees. After resisting the im- 
portunities for three weeks he yielded, and Colonel 
Humphries was charged with the arrangement of 
ceremonies. When the hour arrived, the pompous 
colonel conducted him into the reception room, and 
with a loud voice called out, “The President of the 
United States.” The president was so much discon- 
certed that he did not recover.from the shock during 
the whole evening. After the company had retired 
he said to Humphries: “ Well, you hav taken me in 
once, but by God you shall never take me in a second 
time.” And every afterward he had the company 
introduced as they entered the room, where he stood 
to receive them. The levees were preserved inu all 
their vigor at short intervals under President Adams, 
accompanied by sumptuous entertainments. But 
Jefferson discontinued them. He had but two days. 
for public reception, the 4th of July and Ist of Jan- 
uary. 

This is taken from Ragner's “Life of Jefferson,” 
1832. Theodore Parker, in a lecture on Washington, 
once said: “It is refreshing to know that this great 
and good man did sometimes swear." Burr. 


State Socialism in Russia—An Object Lesson. 

The Russian government controls and operates the 
post-offices and telegraphs, the canals and the rail- 
roads, i.e., the whole system of communications and 
transportations, with result of a deficit for the twelve 
years past of $20,000,000 per annum. It also con- 
trols and operates most of the banks and the mines, 
hence not only coin and currency, but bullion also. 


It derives from excises a revenue of $149,000,000, . 


and from customs $80,000,000; from direct taxes, 
$63,000,000. It pays for the management of its 
finances $57,000,000; for its army and navy, $123,- 
000,000 ; imperial household, $5,000,000. The interest 
this year on its national debt is $106,000,000. Total 
income estimated at $394,000,000, and expenditures 
at $407,000,000. But if so, the deficit will be little 
over half what it has averaged for ten years past, 
namely, $22,000,000. Let America follow in these 
illustrious footsteps. The figures-are Bradstreet’s. 
Epoxwonrm. 
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The Liberal Club. 


` A “chapel send-off” kept the regular reporter from 
the 403d meeting of the Manhattan Liberal Club. 
The “send-off” was given to Amrita Lal Roy, a 
Hindoo of high caste, who has sojourned in this 
country three years, and confesses that the months 
spent in Tug Trurs SEEKkeEr office are the happiest of all 
the thirty-six. The “send-off” is elsewhere described 
by the Man With the Badge-Pin. It should hav been 
a sad affair, but was, the writer is privately informed, 
a sadly jovial one. 

A detachment of the Salvation Army followed J. E. 
Remsburg up Third avenue to Fifteenth street, and 
fears were entertained that somehow they had got 
wind of his presence and contemplated storming the 
German Masonic Temple.’ But the cloud passed on 
and over, and Mr. Remsburg reached the hall in 
safety. On this occasion Mr. Remsburg did not 
speak by the card, for Acting-president Wakeman had 
forgotten to put him on. However, he was not un- 
done, but made a good speech instead. 

When Acting-president Wakeman had called the 
attention of the audience to the brilliant character of 
the last issue of Tae Truta Szrkz& (which paper 
was a standing proof of the truth of the saying that 
the last was the best), spoken encouragingly of the 
progress Jonah was making on his journey, and in- 
formed the people present that Your Humble Servant 
(meaning the acting-president) was going to Albany 
to enlighten the legislativ Committee of Ways and 
Means as to the advisability of revising our state tax 
laws, and especially of the necessity of taxing the 
churches, he introduced Mr. Remsburg as our evan- 
gelist John. ag 

This lecture on Sabbath-Breaking, as Mr. Remsburg 
delivers it, grows upon one who hears it often. The 
writer has listened to it twice in Néw York, once in 
Jersey, City, once in Albany, once in Cleveland, has 
read it before and since it appeared in Tae Trova 
Srsxer, and has carefully conned it since it appeared 
in pamphlet form. He feels, therefore, qualified to 
report upon it, which he does to the effect that it is 
good, and would be a healthy lecture for the New 
York Sabbath Committee to hear. Just now it is 
particularly appropriate in this city, when the museum 
trustees are considering the petition for the opening 
of these institutions on Sunday, and the press is vig- 
orously urging them to do so. Mr. Remsburg spoke 
very spiritedly, and the audience, which reached 
clear back to the door, responded with applause. A 
local hit at Talmage—the lecturer pleading for Sun- 
day rights of the “clown in the tent as well as the 
clown in the Tabernacle” —endangered the floor, and 
brought the German janitor out of his retreat in the 
basement. The points made by the lecturer are to be 
found in the pamphlet, and though the reader will 
miss the stirring eloquence of the orator, the matter 
is there, and that, after all, is the best part of a 
speech. 

Mr. Remsburg closed about nine o’clock, and Act- 
ing-president Wakeman rose up to clinch with his 
ponderous logic the points of the spikes the lecturer 
had driven into the Sabbatarian coffin. He said that 
the argument in Tug Trurs Szexer for opening the 
museums on Sundays was invincible in its logic and 

: statesmanship. This would hav made Mr. Putnam 
feel glad if he had been there, but he had gone up to 
see Colonel Ingersoll, and missed this praise from Sir 
Hubert. The Liberals of New York, said Acting- 
president Wakeman, must carry this question of Sun- 
day opening of the museums into polities if the trus- 
tees do not grant the petition. The museums are 
chiefly supported by the general publie, and at the 
next election the officers who compose the Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment—the mayor, controller, 
president of the Board of Aldermen, and president of 
the Board of Assessment and Taxation—should be 
given to understand that they must not vote away 
the people's money to the museums unless they are 
open on Sundays, so that the people can get the ben- 
efit of them. The acting-president then quoted from 
St. Paul to the effect that no man goeth to war at his 
own charges, and appointed Mr. Deane and the 
secretary à committee of two to visit the audience 
and receive their favors. The lady secretary bor- 
rowed a hat, and when she returned it informed the 
owner that $14.37 had been deposited in it and Mr. 
Deane's head-covering. 

The acting-president then announced that the 
floor was open. Dr. Weeks said that he would like 
to hav some Christian come forward to defend the 
Sabbath, and afterward be annihilated by the lecturer. 
In accordance with this suggestion a cordial invita- 

_ tion was extended to any Christian in the hall. None 
` being forthcoming, Dr. Eccles was called upon as a 
substitute. He agreed with the trend of the 
lecture, but could criticise details. He did not see 
what Biblical authority the lecturer had for the state- 
ment that folks must keep the seventh day (Satur- 
day. He thought the command was a general one 
to keep one day in seven, and it did not matter which 
day. He also thought the lecturer erred in saying 
nature knew no rest-day. Nature, he said, was full 
of rhythm. In its early condition the earth was like: 
a drunken man, swaying back and forth, and pro- 


gressing unsteadily and by jerks. Nature was also 
like a hired man, resting on rainy days. Plants, he 
said, rest in cloudy weather, and the average is one 
day in seven. In winter, nature takes a long sleep. 
Mr. Eccles concluded by saying that if the Liberals 
would not call the ministers damned liars, damned 
hypocrits, damned rogues, but should allow that they 
were honest men, as he knew them to be, more 
progress would be made in obtaining the ends 
sought. From their standpoint, the ministers were 
logical, and must be coaxed instead of driven. Mr. 
Eccles and Robert Blissert are the only Christian 
orators of the club, and the only ones who habitually 
use profane language on the platform. 

Dr. Weeks agreed with what Mr. Eccles had said 
more nearly than with any other speech he ever heard 
him make. He also agreed-with the lecturer. Dr. 
Weeks favored two rest-days in the week, or even 
three, rather than none. He was also in favor of the 
eight-hour law. He thought the clergy were better 
men than -he would be in their place. This allusion 
to a Brooklyn pulpiteer’s celebrated letter brought 
out much laughter from those whose memories were 
long enough to enable them to catch the point, and 
it gradually dawned upon the others. All through 
Dr. Weeks’s ten minutes occasional snorts of mirth 
marked the dawning of the joke upon the audience. 
Dr. Weeks said that preachers could not be expected 
to throw away their bread and butter. They are the 
lawyers of the corporations called churches, and they 
must earn their fees by defending the corporations. 

Calls for Mr. King were loud and continual. He 
had left the “chapel send-off,” and had taken’ a 
modest seat near the door of the hall. In response 
to a direct appeal from the acting-president, hestaied 
that he had nothing to say. Mr. Wakeman remarked 
that this. was a wonder, and the secretary made a 
note of the fact. 

No other champion of the clergy entering the 
lists, Mr. Remsburg rose to put the dagger of mercy 
(as the knights of old called the weapon with which 
they dispatched their opponents after disabling them) 
to the throat of Mr. Eccles. He thanked Mr. Eccles 
for disagreeing with him, but he would remind him 
that the Bible did command the seventh-day observ- 
ance. God rested on the seventh day from the be- 
ginning and hallowed it. The seventh day is 
implied, and it is admitted by all Christians that the 
seventh day was the day given to the Jews. They 
rest on that day. It would be absurd to claim that 
they hav lost a day. This was Friday, not Saturday. 
It is absurd to suppose that Sunday is the seventh 
day. There is no passage in the Bible commanding 
the people to keep one day in seven. The command 
is to observe the seventh day. The lecturer quoted 
from Archbishop Whately: ‘There is no injunction 


^to sanctify one day in seven throughout the whole of 


the Old Testament. We never hear of keeping holy 
some one day in every seven, but the seventh day, the 
day on which ‘God rested from his labors.” Mr. 
Remsburg said his work was not against Christians 
as individuals, but against priestcraft. “I may be 
severe,” he said, “but I never expect to win the 
clergy. Their living depends upon keeping up the 
Sabbath. That gone, they are gone. In the words 
of Parker Pillsbury, ‘Break this one yoke, and 
priestly domination is no more. With their holy day 
must go their -holy office, and with it their holy and 
reverend selves,’ I might kiss them all, but I could 
not win them.” Mr. Remsburg wished to congratu- 
late the Liberals of New York upon the practical 
work done in connection with the museums. “Every 
year,” he said, “we meet in convention and pass reso- 
lutions, stirring, just, and grand; but without work 
these resolutions are useless. Work, practical work, 
just such as you hav been doing here in this city, and 
are going to do at Albany before the legislature, is 
what is demanded. Keep on in this work and you 
will triumph.” 

The audience then went home some half hour 
earlier than usual, owing to the absence of enthusiastic 
Christians. 

New York, March 13, 1886. 

This is to certify that the writer personally appears before 
me and acknowledges the foregoing to be a true account of 
the proceedings at the Manhattan Liberal Club on Friday 
evening, March 12, 1886. Witness my hand and seal, 

E». 8.] A. GROWLER, Notary Public. 

—— — 9-4—9—— ————— 
Roy. 

. There was a notable gathering in the composing- 
room of Tur Taura SEEKER on the evening of Friday, 
the 12th. Amrita Lal Roy, a young Hindoo, who 
has been employed here for a year or more, left for 
India Saturday morning. Friday night's festivities 
were arranged by his fellow-employees to giv him 
what is technically known as a “chapel send-off.” 
The word chapel here has no religious significance, 
but is the name of the organization of printers in the 
establishment. There were present at the gathering, 
besides the members ‘of the chapel, Mr. C. P. Som- 
erby, James Redpath, Colonel Hinton, Edward King, 
Henry J. Thomas, J. N. Bogert, and Messrs. Archi- 
bald, Somoff, and Harris. 

At about seven o'clock coffee and other things 
were served upon the imposing-stones, which had 


been scrubbed to unusual whiteness. Mr. Stevens, 
father of the chapel, was chosen president, and after 
mentioning to the assemblage that this was a little 
send-off that the boys had prepared for Roy, he in- 
vited everybody to lay aside their natural reserve and 
participate in the spread which they saw before them. 
The first toast, “Our Guest,” was responded to by 
James Redpath, of the North American Review. 
Mr. King, perhaps the best known of all the speak- 
ers at workingmen’s meetings, did the presentation . 
act, the gift being a valuable pen, donated by Mr.. 
Bogert and the heads of the various departments of 
this office, and Mr. Roy accepted the gift with such 
words as the occasion seemed to require. Colonel 
Hinton, of the New York Star, spoke to the toast, 
* The Press." He called attention to the remarkable 
fact that in an office dedicated to Freethought and 
the destruction of superstition we had met to speed 
a parting guest back to the land which, so far as we 
knew, was the very cradle of all superstitions. Fur- 
ther, it was significant that while in this gathering 
were representativs of many nationalities, English, 
Irish, German, Russian, and Indian, and represent- 
ativs of divers views on all subjects, yet Freethought 
was over and around all. 

Mr. King talked of “Organized Labor;” Mr. 
Archibald told about the * C. L. U.” (Central Labor 
Union), and wished Mr. Roy a godspeed in Irish; 
Mr. Somoff, a Russian, paid his respects the “ United 
States," and Mr. Bogert conveyed the regrets of John 
Swinton at his inability to be present. Mr. Roy 
spoke again of the great profit to himself of his stay 
in Tue Trout Seeker office. The intelligence and 
kindness of his fellow-workmen had been to him valu- 
able teachers, and above all he had learned that the 
cause of labor and the cause of Freethought are iden- 
tical, Being a high caste Brahman, and therefore 
supposed to. be descended from the Supreme Brahma, 
he had clung for a long time to the traditions of 
his ancestors, despite the endeavors of the mission- 
aries to convert him. But what the missionaries 
failed in, Freethought and the workingman’s cause in 
America had accomplished. He now dropped for - 
good the sacred thread which connected him with all 
gods, and merged himself with the great family of ` 
mankind, who embodied all the godliness of which 
we hay any knowledge. 

The foreman of the office was called on, and pro- 
posed three cheers for Amrita, in which everybody 
joined. That terminated the regular program, and 
the visitors shook hands with the guest and de- . 
parted. The printers then had the floor, and the real, 
bona fide proceedings began, and the official farewells 
were said in the traditional style. The departure of 
the ‘mild Hindoo was more after the nature of an 
escape than a “send-off,” but he finally got away. 

The boys lingered a little while around the stone, 
developing considerable vocal talent, and setting the 
office in order for the next day. Beyond anything 
that was expressed in words, the loss of Mr. Roy is 
felt in Tas Trura Szexer office; for, somehow or 
other, the little chap, in spite of his dusky face, had 
worked himself into the regard of all who associated 
with him. , 

A testimonial is to be engrossed upon parchment. 
and signed by all those who attended the gathering, 
and then forwarded to Roy in heathen lands. 


Canadian Notes. 

The epidemic of strikes and labor troubles which 
has prevailed so largely in the States of late has at 
last reached Canada, and the scenes enacted in New 
York last week during the street railway strike hav 
been repeated here in Toronto for the last three days. 
Some three hundred men are out, not of their own 
accord, but on account of the arbitrary action of the 
managers of the Toronto Street Railway Company. 

The men hav been working for years sixteen hours : 
a day, at from eight to nine dollars per week, 
with no hope of anything better, and always with the 
knowledge that they might at any time be discharged 
without a moment’s notice. They hav, in fact, been 
in a condition of slavery far worse than that of the: 
southern slaves before the war, and the present 
trouble arises from an attempt of a number of them 
to form a union for the purpose of improving their 
condition. 

They held a meeting in the Arcade building on: 
Tuesday night at 12 o’clock. The superintendent 
of the road was on hand and took the names of all 
who entered, and the next morning at 6 o'clock the 
whole lot were summarily dismissed. By noon the 
same day nearly the whole force c: the road had 
joined them, and by five in the aft«;noon there was 
not a car running in the city. If there is not much 
originality among Canadians, they certainly hav the 
bump of imitation pretty well developed, for the mob 
hav carried out to the letter the program of the New 
York strikers, by derailing cars, dumping coal carts, 
etc. The men hav the public sympathy strongly in 
their favor, and as they are supported by the Knights 
of Labor, they will no doubt come out right side up. 
They hav made no demand, either for shorter hours 
or more pay, but are shut out simply for exercising 
the right which all men claim, of organization for 
self-protection. 
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The excitement over the affair has been increasing, 
and the crowd growing larger and having things 
pretty much their own way until this morning, when 
the police, foot and horse, charged the mob and clubbed 
some of them most unmercifully. The result for to- 
day is a number of broken heads, and two or three of 
the police sent to the hospital hors de combat. At 
the present writing it is hard to say how the matter 
will end, but if a gigantic and a grinding monopoly 
are taught a lesson, some good will be accomplished. 

On Monday evening of this week, in the Temper- 
ance Hall, was held one of the liveliest public meet- 
ings which ever took place in Toronto. It was a 
meeting called by the ultra loyal and Orange portion 
of the community, for the purpose of giving expres- 
sion to their sympathy with the struggling loyalists 
in Ireland. And such a meeting! The hall has a 
seating capacity of one thousand, but there was not 
less than double that number crowded into it on 
that night. A number of the Home Rule and Land 
Leaguers managed to gain admission early in the 
evening, and although outnumbered by ten to one, 
they contrived to make things interesting. At 8 
o’clock the hall was crowded to the doors, and’ the 

fun began. Among the speakers present. were 

Prof. Goldwin Smith, Professor Clark, the Rev. Dr. 
Wild, Rev. Dr. Potts, and others. 

The first two named gentlemen, in eloquent 


speeches, worked up the race prejudices of the audi- | 


ence, and the two reverends, by wilful misrepre- 
sentation and abuse of the home rulers and Roman 
Catholics generally, fanned the fires of religious 
bigotry and sectarian hate into a white heat, and had 
it not been for the strong police force present there 
certainly would hav been blood spilt. 

Our old friend, Jimuel Briggs, was early into the 
fray. He opened the ball by attempting to move an 
amendment to the first resolution. He fought his 

_ way to the platform, and stood there pale and trem-, 
bling with excitement, vainly trying to be heard, 
while the crowd stood up on the benches and yelled 
like demons—cries of * Put him out," “ Giv him a 
show,” “ To hell with him,” etc. His life was saved 
by his being jammed into a seat at the back of the 
stage, and incontinently sat upon. 

Dr. Wild said he would like to meet these home- 
rule people face to face, when an excited individual in 
the center of the hall yelled, “You're a damn liar! 
You hav been invited to their meetings, and you 
won't attend.” Tremendous excitement and fight 
near the door; two thousand people all trying to be 
heard at once, and the reverend doctor’ doing a Tal- 
magian pantomime. After the pandemonium had 
subsided, and the unfortunate individual (or his re- 
mains) had been thrown out, the doctor proceeded. 
“He would be a colonel in any movement to assist 
the brethren in Ireland.” Dr. Potts said that he 
would be a captain in the same regiment, and the 
whole Orange force present wanted to enlist on the 
spot as privates. Great applause; more interrup- 
tion. Barney Lynch, a prominent member of. the 
Land League, tried to speak, but was howled down. 
Cries of “Go on, old man; you've the stuff" Dr. 
Potts, continuing, said: “Tl touch the ears of the 
-handful of Fenians who hav found their way here to- 
night. The Fenians of Toronto would do just what 

. the Fenians did in Phoenix Park if they could.” 
. Pointing his finger at Mr. Lynch, he exclaimed: 
’ “What is that I see down there? What right has 
that thing to be here?’ The bold Barney sprang to 
his feet, struck an. attitude à læa John L. Sullivan, 
and dared the whole house to put him out, but the 
colonel, the captain, and the whole regiment were 
unequal to the task, and Barney remained. 

The reverend doctor finished his remarks by telling 
the audience that the Land League were bringing a 
murderer to Toronto to lecture on St. Patrick's day. 
This statement seems to hav been a deliberate false- 
hood. It has been found upon inquiry that the Irish 
societies will hold no meetings, and as far as known 
no one is coming to lecture on that day. But it 
served the reverend gentleman's purpose, and helped 
io perpetuate the sectarian warfare upon which he 
and his kind are fattening. 

Several others spoke in a similar strain, and the 
disgraceful affair ended by the audience singing “ God 
Save the Queen." 

“How these Christians love one another." 

The foregoing account may perhaps giv the friends 
in the States an idea of how the ministers of the 
* gospel of peace" are working in Canada, and at 
the same time explain how it is that in a city like 
Toronto, where there is so much religious fanaticism, 
Secular lecturers can come and go without being inter- 


fered with. Roman Catholics and Protestants find 
their whole time occupied in fighting each other, and 
so we hav comparativ peace. 
Toronto, March 12, 1886. 
a, 
A Practical Reason for Prayers. 


At the close of a novel called ‘“‘After His Kind" there is 
this conversation between child and parent: ‘‘And oh, papa, 
but Judy is naughty. She refuses to say her prayers. Only 
dink!” “I thought Judy was more obliging; you must 
hav been very tiresome.” ‘No, indeed, papa! We only 
advised her to get down on her knees and say her prayers— 
so we could climb on her back.” 


Che American Secular. Anion. 


The Campaign Fund. 


Previously acknowledged....................... eese. $2,088.52 
B. Levine... reco bee etr o tree erae tno ro tas itae deo 1.0 
J- McCabe. i nier Ier meli ere. 10.00 
P. Malone.......:.. ee eese eeu NNesstescesesee sai cbe e ea nno 1.00 
Wil. HORD E ese sco ssesssdecesecvsecesesebustee dees 2.00 
Adara BLIITeVelr iioc eee eee eee o ere eee eoa ero rosa Se one pee veces 1.00 
Anne Hart : 1.00 
Jay Mellen -1.00 
Albany Secular Society (per collection) 6.95 
Peter Eckler..... 10.00 
C. P. Farrell........... 5.00 
Neosho Secular Uni 
Alexander..:...... (2: een eta oer eei rhe Pene eene None 5.00 
Scott Douthiti.. i. iiid is seceescversasis ceptre enced ones 5.00 
Edward Bambach................. eee 1.00 
A. BEVII Gier eie T aeo ro tono Rash io good 4.75 
S. R. Shepherd.......espsesceresescseesoererecsesecssrereresse 1.00 
dv] EEE AEE T $2,094.22 


News and Notes. 


On Sunday, March Tth, I leċtured before the Troy 
Secular Union. This Union is now doing good work. 
New members are being added from week to week, 
and its influence upon the community is becoming 
extended. On Sunday Mr. Remsburg lectured under 
the auspices of the Union in the Opera House. In 
spite of the exceeding cold weather, there was a large 
audience present. The effort was a great success, 
and Mr. Remsburg by his able address has given a 
fresh impulse to our friends at Troy. I found them 
full of enthusiasm and ready to put their shoulder to 
the wheel when necessary. Heaven helps those who 
help themselvs, and I believe that the best of fruit 
awaits the courage and persistency of this Union. 

On Sunday evening I lectured at Albany on “The 
Taxation of Church Property.” A good report of 
this was published in the city papers, and it thus re- 
ceived an extensiv hearing. Ever since the Conven- 
tion there has been a lively battle at Albany. The 
clergymen hay evidently been aroused, and hav 
poured into our camp all the hot shot they had to 
spare, and supposed that they were utterly demolish- 
ing our fortifications. But the well-directed fire of 
President McCabe, Mr. A: Schell, Mr. McDon- 
ough, and others has shown our adversaries that our 
ammunition is inexhaustible, and although we hav not 
hell-fire to make a heat with, yet our hot shot is just 
as good as theirs. Indeed, they hav been driven to 
a discreet silence, and hav concluded that so far as a 
defense of orthodoxy is concerned “ silence is golden.” 
President McCabe has kept our forces in effectiv ser- 
vice. He has himself delivered several lectures, 
which hav had good reports in the Albany Zwpress, 
and thus the whole community has been kept in 
agitation and thought in regard to our important en- 
terprises. l 

À comprehensiv bill for the taxation of church 
property and other exempt property is now in 
the legislature, and this will be vigorously pushed. 
On Tuesday last Mr. Wakeman delivered an argu- 
ment in favor of the bill before -the committee. 
Many members of the legislature hav expressed opin- 
ions in favor of the bill. Of course we know that 
politicians hav a godly fear of the “religious racket,” 
and we can hardly expect from many of them an inde- 
pendent vote. Yet this bill is so essentially right 
and so in accordance with American ideas of govern- 
ment that as time rolls on and thought progresses it 
must receive a vast popular support, and the politi- 
cians will then embark with flying colors upon this 
* stream of tendency.” Meanwhile we, the pioneers, 
must keep hard at work and bear the brunt of the 
battle. Those who come in at the eleventh hour may 
receive as much and perhaps more gold than we, but 
they won’t hav the comfort of knowing that they hay 
really done something for the progress of humanity. 
The progress of humanity serves them, but they giv 
nothing in return. Life is hardly worth living on 
such conditions. The worth of life abides in the 
deeds that are done for the universal welfare. 

The petition for the opening of the museums on 
Sunday has been presented with quite a large in- 
dorsement from the New York press, as will be seen 
elsewhere. The action of the Union has compelled 
the attention of the directors of the museums to this 
question, and they must now meet it with frank and 
honorable argument. As the New York World says: 
* Nine-tenths of the people of New York city desire 
Sunday opening, and in the end it must be granted.” 

The work in the East so far has progressed to 
satisfactory and practical issues, and the organized 
Freethought of the country has been felt as never be- 
fore. We do not expect to win immediate success, 
but the ear of the public has been gained; the. news- 
papers of the country show a tenfold interest in our 
movement. They publish our lectures. They in 
dorse much of our work and express the drift of 
American opinion, that, with increasing earnestness, 
is in favor of Liberty and Justice for which we stand. 

And now I expect to turn my attention to the 
West and, two thousand miles away, to form the line 
of battle for another onset. The secretary ought to 
hav a pair of seven-leagued boots in order to do all 


the work that is required of him. As it is he must 
content himself with the lightning express and cover 
all the points that he can. After Pittsburgh, where 
I lecture on Sunday, the 14th, I shall be at Alliance, 
March 16th; at Painesville, March 17th; at Ridge 


o | Farm, IlL, March 19th; at. Chicago, March 21st; at 


Rochelle, March 22d and 28d; at Rockford, March 
24th; at Alumna, Iowa, March 25th; at Leon, March 
26th; at Creston, March 27th; at Omaha, March 
28th; at Creighton, Fremont, Plum Creek, Leonard, 
Lincoln, Stanton, North Platte, and other places in 
Nebraska and Wyoming the two following weeks; 
at Ogden City, April 18th ; at Salt Lake City, April 
25th and May 2d. 

The following are the places I shall visit in Utah: 
Wanship, Peoa, Park City, Kamas, Heber, Coalsville, 
Morgan, Unitah, Logan, Collingston, Deweyville, 
Slaterville, Hooper, Kaysville, Farmington, Sessions, 
Murray, Stockton, Lehi, Provo, Springville, Payson, 
Goshen, Nephi, Juab, Wales, Ephraim, Fillmore; 
and also Lost River, Idaho, and places in Montana, 
etc. It will be seen that the secretary has consider- 
ably lively traveling to do both day and night, on 
foot and horseback, as well as by car and stage, and 
all sorts of occidental conveyances. He does not 
expect to be sustained by any miracle, nor will the 
birds of heaven bring him anything to eat, nor will 
he find honey in the carcass of a lion, nor will he so- 
journ in the belly of a whale for three days and 
nights, even to save hotel fare, which is a great item 
in these non-scriptural days; neither does he expect 
to walk in a fiery furnace, and he certainly will not 
go to grass like Nebuchadnezzar. He expects to 
meet with royal friends who will enable him to bear 
many a hardship, who will do their best to giv him 
welcome, cheer, and victory. It is to be hoped that 
while a small minority is thus waging the battle 
against a huge and superstitious majority all the 
friends of progress in every place will giv what they 
can, for humanity must take the place of deity, and 
kindness and fellowship the place of miracle, and, as 
we hav not the “grace of God,” it is to be hoped that 
we shall hav the aid of inspiring comradeship. We 
shall giv reports of our progress from place to place, 
and it is our desire that this extended tour among 
distant friends may make the union of all Liberals 
more fervent and powerful and productiv of a better 
social and political life. 

Relativ to lecture engagements correspondents 
may address me at the places named (providing their 
letters are sure of reaching the towns by the dates 
given). Letters on Union business should be sent . 
as usual to New York. During April letters sent ‘in 
care of William Reynolds, Wanship, Utah, will reach 
me earliest. SawvzL P. Pornam. 

—— 
The Museums. 
From the New York World, 

There appears to be a union of church and state involved 
in the present conditions of the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
and the Museum of Natural History. The city owns the 
grounds on which the buildings stand, and the people are 
taxed to pay for their erection. An appropriation of some 
magnitude has recently been made for needed additions. In 
sò far the museums are state institutions and the people hav 
aright to demand that they shall be opened on Sunday or 
any other day they see fit. 

But the contents of the museums belong, it may be said, 
to representativs of the church, since the owners, or the pre- 
vailing part of them, object to their property being exhibited 
on Sunday on account of their religious views. General di 
Cesnola states that the owners will remove the collections if 
the buildings are opened on Sunday. The reasons may bein 
part other than religious ones, but if they are religious at all 
the principle involved remains the same. 

Now the question arises as to whether the people should 
be taxed to furnish accommodations for collections placed 
under such a restriction, and, if we are going to hav public 
museums, whether they should not be placed wholly on the 
state basis. It is an ungrateful thing to look a gift-horse in 
the mouth, but nothing should be allowed to stand in the 
way of principle. 


From the New York Times. 

The latest petition for the opening of the museums on Sun- 
day is in one respect the most noteworthy of all the petitions 
for that purpose. It has nine thousand signatures, and 
among them are four clergymen, and the representativs of 
one hundred and twelve labor organizations. These four 
clergymen are aware that shutting poor people up on Sun- 
day to a choice between the church and the grog-shop will 
not necessarily increase the attendance E It is P 

reymen may make this discovery an 
Mee "ainenes PEET 7 The part taken by the 
labor organizations disposes of the gratuitous assumption 
that the laboring classes do not desire the Sunday opening so 
far as that assumption can'be disposed of without the actual 
trial which the persons who make the assumption are opposed 
to giving. 
From the New York Sun. 

The laboring men want shorter and more regular working 
hours every week day in order to get more time to rest, and 
they want Sunday, their weekly holiday, to go to church on 
and to devote to such interesting and instructiv modes of 
relaxation as the town affords. Unfortunately, the best pos- 
sible means of supplying that want is denied them because 
the doors of the museums are shut on Sunday. Some day, 
though, they will be open on Sunday as well as on other 


days. 
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GCemmunications. 


Is Life Worth Living? 


In Tar Truru Seexer of February 27th is a com- 
munication from Otto Wettstein, upon which, with 
the editor’s permission, I would offer some comment. 

In the first place, Mr. Wettstein depreciates life in 
this world as hardly worth living. In the generality 
of cases, especially in large cities, where in the terri- 
ble struggle to get rich, humanity is ground to 
powder between the upper and nether millstones of 
business, I agree with him that mere life, such as that, 
has nothing compensatory in it, and that death and 
annihilation would be infinitly preferable. 

In the second place, he speaks of the theory of a 
future state of existence in a way and spirit that 
astounds me with its dogmatism, coming, as it does, 
from a Freethinker, and so good a man as Mr. W. is. 
I know nothing so discouraging in the whole Free- 
thought movement as the bigotry displayed by so man 
in its ranks. It shows by its temper that if it had 
power it would establish an Inquisition as dangerous 
to liberty as was that of the Catholics. Listen to 
Mr. Wettstein: “The unreasonable hope in an end- 
less, miraculous kind of existence”—‘‘which, to the 
philosopher, is only endurable on account of his abso- 
lute knowledge that death ends al ”—“Puny man's 
unreasonable longings, prompted by his ignorance 
and egotism, can never be realized,” etc. It seems to 
me that a dozen Sir Isaac Newtons or Charles Dar- 
wins, wrapped up in one skin, would blush to speak 
on unsettled questions with so much conceit and 
.overweening confidence as.Mr. Wettstein does in the 
words I hav italicized. Who, of all the believers in a 
future state of being, ever said that it would be a 
“miraculous” kind of existence? Not one. On the 
contrary, every representativ man among them rejects 
the doctrin of miracle entirely, and claims that life 
after death is just as natural as life before birth. If 
Mr. Wettstein is ignorant of this.fact, he is unfit to 
discuss the question, because he don’t understand 
what the question is. If he is not ignorant of it, 
then he dishonestly imputes to those he opposes 
what he knows to be false, and so must be debarred 
from court as an unfair advocate. Just think of a 
man saying that he has absolute knowledge that 
death ends all! 

` Suppose that, a hundred years ago, at a meeting of 
the “British Association for the Advancement of 
Science,” a seer had risen up and told the crowd of 
savans present that before the close of the nine- 
teenth century, by new discoveries and inventions in 
electro-magnetism, a man standing in New York city 
could speak to another in London, as one speaks to 
his neighbor face to face, the whole of them, feeling 
that their intellects were insulted by such an an- 
nouncement, would hav proclaimed, with united voice, 
“False wizard! avaunt!’ Indeed, when Franklin 
wrote his dissertation to prove that electricity was 
lightning, and that it could be controled by natural 
laws so as to prevent it from striking houses and 
killing their inhabitants, the Otto Wettsteins in the 
association were so numerous that they refused to 
allow his papers to be recorded among its archives! 
They said, as our Otto says, it was impossible ; they 
knew absolutely that it was impossible! But the 
telegraph, and the telephone, and the other wonders 
of our times were possibilities a hundred years ago 
‘as truly as they are realities now. Ought. not such 
astounding facts as these to make a man modest? 
Is it reverential to the dignity and eternity of truth 
for a man, when he stands among the mysterious 
facts of the universe, and is one of the most myste- 
rious of these himself, to say of this proposition and 
the other that the one is absolutely impossible and 
the other absolutely foolish? Anyman who reads the 
antenatal history of a human being which the science 
of embryology givs, and notes the countless changes 
it undergoes during the forty weeks of its develop- 
ment, would choke, it seems to me, if he would dare 
.to say that another change was impossible at the time 
of death. The universe is all matter. What is called 
spirit, or mind, is but à form of matter, and among 
its infinit possibilities may there not be one that 
the thinking and remembering faculty which con- 
stitutes this personality and individuality survives 
the disintegration called death? As this is a scien- 
tific question, and not a religious one, any more than 
birth is, ought we not, in discussing it, to imitate the 
modesty of the greatest of all the sons of men, who, 
in pouring out the wealth of his attainments to the 
world, began by saying “ Franciscus de verulamio sic 
cogitavit?" Men who call themselves ingwirers 
should never say I know.tilk, by a calm and unpreju- 
diced examination of both sides of a question, they 
hav arrived at the quod erat demonstrandum. He 
then has a right to say, I know my opinion is founded 
on truth and yours on falsehood. He is no longer a 
seeker, an inquirer after truth. He is a possessor. 

As Mr. Wettstein thinks that a future state of ex- 
istence would be so great a bore that one would pray to 
hav his being extinguished like a candle, let us inquire 

. whether there might not be a state of things on 
earth in which human beings would be as perfect in 


‘in the neighborhood of each other. 


happiness as a clock is perfect in its movements as a 
time-keeper; and whether, if such a condition were 
projected into the future, there would be any need of 
the bitter mournings over the emptiness of the future 
life in which Mr. Wettstein indulges. 

Happiness is our being’s end and aim; and the 
first condition necessary to it is ‘perfect Aealth, of 
body and of mind, which means a constitution 
adapted to its environments. Mere life, if its owner 
be in vigorous health, is full of happiness. I hav 
heard a child in such circumstances exclaim, “ Oh, 
how happy I am!” My word health would include 
the physical development of the person; no ugliness 
of feature, no deformity of the body, to occasion con- 
stant worriment. . 

The second condition necessary to happiness is a 
sure competency to meet all the reasonable wants of 
the person, in books, travel, etc. I carefully avoid 
saying wealth, for wealth, which is a large excess 
above competency, is a millstone hung about the 
owner's neck, and impedes his freedom of movement. 


Y | It is to a man what baggage was to a Roman army— 


“impedimenta,” hindrance to motion, instead of 
help. A morbid desire for wealth is a form of insan- 
ity, as much so as it would be in a man to insist upon 
wearing a dozen overcoats instead of one. A sure 
competency is all that we can enjoy. All over it 
brings carking care. d i 

The third condition is care. Except during: the 


growing period of childhood, a person without care’ 


is a person without happiness. Care must not be 
excessiv. Too much is as bad as too little. I had 
occasion to see this illustrated in the case of a rich 
man’s daughter in the city, who went to spend a year 
in the family of an intelligent farmer, where order 
was the rule, and disorder the exception. At her 
father’s home this girl had nothing in the world to 
do. She had not asingle care. ‘Consequently, she 
suffered from ennui, and was so dissatisfied and mis- 
erable that she became out of health. At the farm- 
house, where every member of the family was busy, 
yet, because of their orderly arrangements, all had 
plenty of time for company and amusement, the mis- 
tress of the household assigned Miss Jennie to duty. 
She must lay the table three times a day, feed three 


broods of chickens, and care for them, and go to the 


post-office on foot, or on horseback, every clear day. 
In a week the good effect of this disciplin was per- 
ceptible in the girl's health, spirits, and happiness. 
The secret was, she had care, not too.much, to em- 
barrass and oppress, but just enough to make her 


| conscious of responsibility, and to feel that there was 


a place in the big universe for her to fill, and that 
she was not a mere nonentity. She was therefore as 
happy as a girl in her “teens” could be. 

The last condition necessary to happiness is that 
the seeker after it hav an activ, inquiring mind. The 
fields of knowledge are more than I hav space to 
mention. The sciences are a sisterhood, and flourish 
To ‘those who 
study them, they are the sources of the purest hap- 
piness. Observing the phenomena of nature in all 
her departments, communicating the knowledge we 
get to others, one never suffers from ennui or monot- 
ony. Under the law of change he is in a perpetual 
heaven. The more he drinks of the fountain of 
knowledge the more he thirsts, and in the quenching 
of this thirst consists his purest happiness. 

Now, all these conditions being present, with 
father, mother, husband, wife, brother, sister, friends, 
and congenial neighbors superadded, what is to hin- 
der a human being from enjoying perfect happiness 
for, say, seventy years of his life? Such a one has 
no idea of, and no craving for, any more happiness 
than he enjoys. Life, in these circumstances of end- 
less change and variety, is a blessing which no one 
would be willing to giv up, until old age, with its 
infirmities, overtook him, and from sheer weakness 
made it too heavy a burden to bear. But suppose 
that the function of death was merely to shift him to 
a new stage of being, and that he carried with him 
his identity of person, his attainments in knowledge, 
the tastes he had here, and entered upon a period of 
perpetual youth and strength, why might he not go on 
enjoying his new lease of life for a million of years? 

I can easily understand how playing eternally on a 
harp of gold and walking the golden streets of the 
New Jerusalem in silver slippers,as I once heard a 
preacher assure his delighted audience was to be the 
employment of the saints in heaven, would be a very 
monotonous and tiresome business, and cause a man 
to wish for a change. But with the fields of knowl- 
edge all open and the thirst for knowledge never 
satiated, might not existence in the endless future be 
as much a delight as it would be in the supposed 
case in this world? 

As to a future life, I vex not myself about it. I 
was not consulted as to whether I would be born 
into this world or.not. Neither hav I been consulted 
as to whether I would like it or not, to liv after death. 
The fate of one is the fate of all. My business in 
this life is to get as much’ good and to do as much 
good as my circumstances allow, and then calmly 
and cheerfully meet my destiny, whatever it may be. 

Emon Valley, Pa., March, 1886. A. B. B. 


Fiat and the Function of Money. 


The question of money has been discussed by 
several correspondents. of "Tux TaurH SEEKER, and as 
itis one of those questions which are fundamental, 
allow.me to participate and set forth my views. I 
began the study of money, banks, and currency 
when a boy, just coming on the stage of action at the 
first election of General Jackson as president in 1828. 
I was an ardent Jacksonian, and all through his ad- 
ministrations was a large reader of the current polit- 
ieal literature incident to the financial policy he 
promulgated, and finally established. I hav never 
lost my interest in financial questions; because, as 
I hav grown older, I hav seen that the general prin- 
ciples upon which I based myself more than fifty 
years ago hav proved correct, and must in the end be 
acknowledged and become the corner stone of the. 
financial system to be adopted by the United States. 

I do not propose to discuss the subject at length, 
only advert to a few points pertinent to a clear under- 
standing of the matter. I propose to write of Fiat 
and the Functions of Money. For my text I take 
a paragraph which appeared at the head of the edi- 
torial columns of the Providence Daily Journal, a 
few days ago, as follows: “A standard silver dollar, 
worth. only seventy-nine cents, is as entirely fiat 
money as the greenback.” . - 

Evidently this was intended as a kick to silver and ` 
greenbacks, one of those sinuous slurs which are 
made to answer for argument by the goldites; that 
is, those who would hinge our financial system on 
gold, and make everything tributary to it. I admit 
the statement, and at the same time declare that the 
gold dollar, worth one hundred cents (more now) “is 
as essentially fiat money” as the standard dollar or 
the greenback dollar. Neither would be money with- 
out the fiat of the government. This fiat is the es- 
sential element or factor which makes gold, silver, or 
paper money. Take this away and they would cease 
to be money, value or no value. 

This thing or property we call value has nothing 
whatever to do with the special function which be- 
longs to money. The best possible material for 
money is a something whose value is as near nothing 
as possible. The experience of the world is a positiv 
demonstration of this proposition. It is not possible 
to demonstrate any proposition in Euclid more 
clearly. This value notion in connection with money 
has been, is, and always will be, a most mischievous 
one. It is a disturbing element, and so long as it 
obtains in practice will be such, introduce whatever 
checks we may. i ; i 

What is money? The bankers, the bullionists, the 
writers on political economy generally, tell us it is a 
standard or a measure of value, and they would limit 
this term money to gold. But can gold be a measure 
of value for all commodities, inasmuch as it is a com- 
modity itself, varying in value or price as does corn 
or cotton? The same of silver. Both are commodities,. 
and we might as well use any other commodity, say 
pork, potatoes, or flour. Does not the reader see the 
fallacy of this claim for the precious metals, so-called, 
to be made standard or measures. As well hav a 
yard stick which can be shortened or lengthened, 
measuring 36 inches to-day, 40 inches to-morrow, 
and 30 inches the next day. The truth is—truth 
rooted in the nature of things—no commodity can be 
made a standard or measure of value. 

Whatis value? Value is the relation of things, 
and when you talk of ‘intrinsic value," a constant 


something inhering in a commodity, you are talking > 


sheer nonsense. Relations vary and values change. 
Some forty years ago, then residing in eastern Con- 
necticut, I remember a heavy frost on the morning of 
June 10th. Corn was well up and began to show in 
the rows. Within an hour or two after sunrise the 
rows disappeared, the young corn blades being frozen. 
Apparently the corn was killed. A panic ensued 
among the farmers, and there was quite a rush to 
the trade centers of that locality, Norwich and Prov- 
idence, to purchase corn. There was a rapid rise. 
Within twenty-four hours corn had advanced: from 87 
cents to $1.25 the bushel. In three or four days it 
was noted that the frost had not injured the roots ; 
the blades began to put forth again, and. within ten 
days corn fell to the ante-frost price of 87 cents a 
bushel. Suppose corn had been the standard of 
value, who does not know that the effects would hav 
been most disastrous? This illustrates the impolicy 
of a commodity standard of value, for with such a 
standard there is ever uncertainty and danger, the 
danger being a constant factor which no economic or 
political alchemy can eliminate. A 

I again query, What is money? We Eav seen that 
it cannot be a standard measure, if a commodity, be- 
cause no commodity, not even gold, possesses a 
dead-level value. Money is a representativ, not of 
values, but services rendered, for in the last analysis 
it must come to this. I work for A to-day, and re- 
ceive a dollar greenback; to-morrow, for B, and re- 
ceive a standard dollar; the next day, for C, and 
receive a gold dollar. I then hav three kinds of 
money, each dollar representing services rendered. I 
therefore hav stored up in each a day’s labor. If I 
keep them in my pocket, they are only tokens or res- 


.. neither is the silver dollar of greater capacity than 
- the greenback. To be of any practical use to me, I 


Nt ey 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MARCH 20, 1886. 


183 


ervoirs, one as good as the others. The capacity of 
the gold dollar is no greater than that of the silver, 


must redeem each of them by making them subserve 
my wants. I go toastore; with my gold dollar I 
buy fifteen pounds of sugar, and could hav bought 
as much with either of the others; with my silver 


. dollar I buy coffee and tea; with my greenback I buy: 
;, steak and potatoes. 


Thus I make my labor subserve 
my wants, redeem each kind of money, as I must 
always redeem my money to hav it avail me anything. 
Had all my dollars been gold ones, I should hav been 
no better off. I should hav been obliged to redeem 
them in like manner. Thus vanishes another illusion, 
the supremacy and superiority of gold, for that never 


>- ean be an unerring standard or measure, and it must 


always be redeemed as well as silver or paper. Gold 


"therefore possesses no advantages above silver or 


paper, provided the latter are truly money—that is, 
-bear upon their faces the stamp which registers the 
fiat of the government. |. Wm. Foster, JR. 
Providence, R. I. i 
————— 9 —— — 
“The Three Hells.” 


The Rev. George R. Kramer preached a sermon in 
the church of the Blessed Hope last Sunday evening, 


; A his subject being, “The Three Hells," which hells he 


denominated respectivly as “The Hell of Universal- 


. ism," “ The Hell of so-called Orthodoxy,” and ‘‘ The 


. .' Hell of the Bible." 


After quoting scripture in regard to hell in the ab- 
stract and in the concrete, the reverend gentleman said 
to his hearers, ‘‘ We are shut in to the three views of 
hell as specified in the subjeot." 

“Shut in,"'eh? It doesn't appear that there is 
much of a “shut in" here, with three hells in view, 
the choice of which is open to any and all, and each 
of which has its advocates and supporters. ‘Shut 
in,” no, no. Why, instead, we hav a triple panorama 


- of hells rolling out before us, and the view thereof, 
or the three views, certainly ought to satisfy the 
. longings of the most exacting of Christians who re- 


fuse to let hell slide, and stick to it like a sucker-fish 
to a ship’s keel  . 
With three hell views on exhibition, it would seem 


` that one could pay his money and take his choice, but, 
. unhappily for the truly blue and hide-bound Chris- 


lians, two of these views, and one the most popular 
with truly blue Christians, are dissolving views, ac- 


^^ cording to the lights of the Rev. Kramer. 


. to his bosom, as it were. 


' minds to the verge of insanity.” 
.little further, and say, with truth, away over the 


- heterodox. 


The hell of Universalism, which he says is but a 


. temporary hell at best, from which sinners, after be- 


ing sufficiently and justly punished, are sent on their 
way rejoieing to heaven and eternal bliss, the rev- 


uia erend gentleman cavalierly dismisses as a hell in 
^. which no fair to middling Christian should take any 


stock whatever, it being an unsatisfactory hell to the 
average hell partisan, who would hav no spirits in 
heaven that were forced to be purified by the hell- 
fire process! i 

. The reverend gentleman did not say this in so 


_many words, but he is a fair to middling Christian— 


not a stalwart of stalwarts; and we all know that the 
F. to M. Christians and stalwarts—Universalists are 
without the pale—would never consent to the escape 


' of a soul from hell, even though incandescently 


purified by the fires thereof—no, never! 

. The “ Hell of Orthodoxy” was next taken in hand 
by the reverend hell expounder, who frankly acknowl- 
‘edged—not being a stalwart on the subject of hell— 
.that this hell was too much of a hell for him -to take 
He said that “to believe 
in the orthodox version of hell would bring most 
Why didn’t he go a 


border of, and quite into the domain of insanity? 
Then would he hav said the truth and nothing but 
the truth. And yet how many profess to believe in 


` (the orthodox hell! Profess, yes, that’s the word. Did 


they really and truly believe im it, nine-tenths of them 
would be in insane asylums, the remaining -tenth- 


. being as cruel-heartéed as the God who instituted 


such a hell, would keep a level head, unless love. or 


losses of luere in stock speculation broke them up. 


The preacher went on to say that “even the most 
modified view of an orthodox hell was too horrible to 
contemplate,” thus flatfootedly giving himself away as 
It was not the hell of the Bible, he said, 
and, contrasted with the idea of a just God, absurd 
in the extreme; besides, it was a base libel on God, 
whom he thanked for not being able to believe in 
such a hell, thereby helping on the libel. 

 Relegating this hell to the pit of non-belief, with 
the “hell of Universalism,” the reverend gentleman 
took up the third hell, or hell of the Bible. On this 
hell he took his stand, and might hav exclaimed with 
the poet, “ This rock shall fly from its firm base as 
soon as I" from this hell. This is the ground-floor 
of hell-belief with him, and budge he won't and can't. 

And what is this hell of his, the “hell of the Bible?” 
A place of punishment for sinners, but only so long 
as Satan livs. When Satan dies, sooner or later, then 
die the sinners, and all is at an end, save with the 
blest in heaven, who shall liv in bliss forever. This 


is certainly a far less horrible hell than the orthodox 
hell; but the trouble with it is that it isn't “ ortho- 
dox," and the orthodox won't hav it; and they are 
the large majority, for we all know that professional 
Christians—-practical Christians are rara@ aves—are 
nothing if not “orthodox.”  Inoculate a sinner with 
the “ spirit,” and he is orthodox from the word Go. 
He bolts everything from Genesis to Revelation with- 
out a strangle, and takes in hell-fire eternal torments 
without the least sign of a wry face, and would ac- 
count it blasphemy in one who doubted that literal 
brimstone—the brimstone of commerce—was an im- 
portant factor in hell’s fire! 

Well, the Rev. Mr. Kramer, having made his 
choice of the three hells, as set forth by him, it is in 


‘order for anyone else to make choice, one having as 
.good a right as another to set up a hell of his own. 


If neither of these three hells suits—the “Hell of 
Universalism " ought to find favor with most any one 
insisting upon having à hell of some kind—it is an 
easy matter to improvise one, for instance, listening 
forever to Talmage’s bizarre vaporings. Wouldn't 
that be hell? Picking over pied type for eternity— 
whew! and so on, and so on. 

But let us dismiss hell—the ‘‘three hells,” all 
hells—and do what we can to make as much of a 
heaven as possible of earth, all we are sure of, and of 
that only for the nonce. Sı Srokuw. 

— ee 
Alive or Dead. 

The abuses that grow up in our government of 
late are enough to utterly demoralize the people, if 
continued. Who ‘that has resided in closely-con- 
tested counties or states does not know that General 
Black has not disclosed the half of the abuses of the 
pension office?—applicants and pensioners intimi- 
dated or awed by those missionaries called examiners ; 
not directly, but indirectly, through vile agents, the 
scum of village society, boards appointed to retain 
German votes or other coherent voters. Of all the 
abuses the spy and detectiv system is the most abom- 
inable. Let gray heads reflect on the effect of letting 
loose on society swarms of spies prior to 1860. What 
would people hav said and done? There would hav 
been some lynching of spies. The people of North- 
ern states hav never been so cursed by this system 
as those of the South. Spies hav patroled every 
township and caught up tens of thousands of our 
people since 1865. Thousands among the best citi- 
zens hav been blackmailed or utterly rained. The full 
history can never be told. What a horror of suicides, 
murders, assaults, burnings, revenges, heart-break- 
ings it would be!' Allan Pinkerton, at the end of 
“Claud Melnotte,” says, “The detectivs are even 
worse than the criminals they hunt.” Sure that is 
good authority. A commissioner of internal revenue, 
Mr. Raum, in his report for November 25, 1881, 
says: “The amounts of fees of United States district 
attorneys and marshals depend almost wholly on 
the suits they prosecute. Instances hay 
been brought to my attention where numerous prose- 
cutions hav been made and arrested parties carried 
long distances at their great inconvenience and ex- 
pense for no other reason than to make costs.” 
Could anything more atrocious be devised? No ty- 
ranny on earth has a more damnable enginry of ter- 
ror and oppression than a system that leaves it to the 
pleasure of a few officials to drag citizens hundreds 
of miles at their own expense on mere whispered 
charges. Tens of thousands of citizens hav been 
ruined by it who were innocent of wrong in even 
thought. 

But the system and business of spying hav grown 
and become a state favorit, since near twenty-four 
years ago, when the writer watched over the death- 
bed of a noble youth who was shot down by a blun- 
dering, pretentious United States detectiv (spy) by a 
mistake, until to-day, what a stream of good blood 
has been made to run under the system! A case 
that not long ago occurred is attached to this article. 
“Dead or alive!" By what authority do these 
patrons of the Comstocks issue such proclamations? 
Where can liberty be if spies from anywhere—the in- 
fernals alone know—may enter your house, or stand 
to waylay your path and order, “Come with us, our 
prisoner," presenting a pistol? Tried and condemned 
in your absence! Outlawed! “Take him dead for 
so much, alive for so much.” Why try one again if 
such a sentence may be issued, evenif you are guilty? 
You are presumed innocent, are you, but on suspicion 
may be taken “alive or dead?" Cruel and unusual 
punishments are unlawful by general government 
constitution, and a citizen has thirty-eight guarantees, 
in so many states, of his safety as against such ; but 


on even no suspicion may be taken “alive, or dead” |. 


on mere whim of informers or spies—these ineffable 
scoundrels buried as men till their hearts rotted and 
then resurrected, as Curran said. Or after convic- 
tion you may be handed over to be lashed, smothered, 
starved, gagged, and bucked, and otherwise tortured, 
none of which treatments are “cruel and unusual!" 
O ye Constitution guaranteed free Americans! In- 
voluntary servitude, etc., shall not be inflicted, but, 
be ye tramp or stranger, every village boasting its 
mayor can arrest and put you in the chain-gang 


where you will work whether or no. But enough. 
Here is the extract which tells a tale of a tragedy 
whose like occurs almost daily in some of its features. 
It is from the New York Tribune: 


KILLED IN MISTAKE FOR ANOTHER MAN. 


METROPOLIS, ILL., Nov. 29th (Special).—Some time ago a 
barber, Thurston Pollingsworth, in a quarrel killed George 
Robinson. Pollingsworth at once fled to Clarksville, Tenn., - 
where, after changing his name, he went into business, and 
was entirely unsuspected. A few days ago, however, he de- 
cided to come back, giv himself: up, and stand trial, making 
the plea of self-defense. This he did, and at a late hour last 
night the jury in his case returned a verdict of ‘‘ not guilty.” 


‘Before he gave himself up, circulars and photographs of Pol- 


lingsworth had been sent broadcast over the country, together 
with offers of a liberal reward for his capture dead or alive. 
Ineited by the promised reward, two Tennessee officers 
turned detectivs, and after working on the case some time 
got track of a man who they decided must be the murderer 
wanted. They immediately gave chase and followed the 
man through Kentucky, in West Virginia, and back again 
into Kentucky, at last catching up with him. "They told him 
he was wanted here, and insisted on bringing him by the ear- 
liest train. 'The man protested that his name was not Pol- 
lingsworth, that he had never been in this town in his life 
and was not wanted anywhere, while his business was such 
that he could not consent to any delay, but would prove his 
identity if allowed. With this he attempted to go his way, 
but the officers, considering his action a resistance to their 
authority, shot him dead. Thus, at just about the time the 
real Pollingsworth was acquitted by the jury here, the mar- 
shal was informed.of the killing of the supposed Pollings- 
worth in Kentucky and a demand made on him for the re- 
ward offered. _ 

Oregon, Mo. , 
Ot 

Miss Gardener Scolded. 

In a recent Trora Szexer an article appeared 
(in reply to some strictures of the St. Louis Post- 
Dispatch) by one whose particular claim for distinc- 
tion consists in having been introduced by Colonel 
Ingersoll as a lecturer at Steinway Hall some time 
ago, coupled with the fact that our distinguished 
president has been amiable enough to write a preface 
to her book. No wonder she should feel grateful for 
such services, but in showing her gratitude it was 
scarcely necessary to be unjust to others who hav 
done valiant service in the cause, by such remarks as : 


Hott. 


To begin with, there is no such organization as the 

“Liberal League.” Robert Ingersoll is not its ‘‘ presiding 
genius," and it has not sent a petition to the New York legis- 
lature. There was once an organization called by that name 
Robert Ingersoll belonged to it, but he withdrew from it be- 
cause he did not approve of some of its proposed measures. 
He had been heralded all over this country as à man who 
* defended the sending of obscene literature through the 
mails.” So far from this being the case, he resigned and 
withdrew from all connection with the above-named society 
because he disagreed with some of its officers upon this very 
point. » 
The last sentence contains the plain inference that 
those who remained in the society did “ defend send- 
ing obscene matter through the mails "—2 charge we 
are accustomed to hear from the enemy, not from 
our friends. If that imputation remains as a result of 
this lady’s letter-writing, we shall be ready to ex- 
claim, “ Save us from the folly of our friends." If 
Ingersoll disagreed with the society and resigned, 
that was clearly his right. _There were several who 
thought the matter comparativly irrelevant and re- 
mained, as well as those who were in such dead 
earnest. Notwithstanding the writer speaks with 
authority, but very obscurely, as “one of the. vice- 
presidents of one of the three organizations” criti- 
cised, she probably is so unfamiliar with organized 
Liberal efforts as to be ignorant of the fact that the 
Hon. Elizur Wright, * whose praise was sung by pa- 
pers all over the country when he died two months 
ago,” was then its president, and whose opinion was 
just as worthy of “respectful hearing.” Why did 
not the writer candidly and fairly state that the Lib- 
eral League had changed iis vame to that of the 
Secular Union? Many who hav ‘worked just as 
faithfully under both names— whose time and means 
hav been freely devoted to the cause—will, with my- 
self, scarcely thank this vice-president for her un- 
called for apology. Neither will it help the Secular 
Union, in my judgment, to pretend that our attitude 
on complete secularization of the state is indorsed 
by “many of the most orthodox.” . 

It is the work of the true and steadfast reformer 
to raise from infamous the famous; to make the 
epithet of reproach of one period the synonym for 
respect in the next; to reach Distinction through 
the toiling path of Disfavor; in short, to exchange 
Odium for Admiration. It may be this will entail 
adversity, but he or she “who has no stomach for 
this fight” should read what the “immortal bard” 
puts in the mouth of Henry V. before the battle of 
Agincourt, and—‘“ brace up.” E. A. STEVENS. 

—— 9 

Inconsistent Inconsistency. . 
Christianity, as formulated, is inconsistent, yet it is con- 
sistent with its inconsistency, and it does not inaugurate a 
consistency or an inconsistency incompatible with its incon- 
sistency. It is much more consistent with its inconsistency 
in rendering its support to à supreme incomprehensible per- 
sonal intelligence in whom all things consist, and by whom 
all things are and were created. Then an infinit, impersonal, 
unintelligent, unknowable being is an inconsistency incon- 
sistent with its inconsistency. J. H. BURNHAM. 


184 


E 


PEE 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MARCH 20, 1886. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


« FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. 


E. M. MAoDONALD, - - - Editor. 
C. P. Somersy, - - Business Manager. 


PUBLISHED BY 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


, 88 Clinten Place, Now York. 


PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY AT $8.00 PER YEAR. 


Address all Communications to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY. Make all Drafts, Checks, and Postal Orders 


payable to CHARLES P. SOMERBY. 


SATURDAY, - -  - MARCH 20, 1886. 


Now 1s tHe TIME For RENEWALS, and we hope all 
will be prompt. If we are to print pictures each 
week, the subscription list must be lengthened. 


That those inclined to help add to the list may find it 


no hard matter, we make the following low ternis: 
Single subscription.............. eee eene 


One subscription two years, in advance.. 5 
TWO new subscribers............eeeeeeeeeeee e 5 00 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in one Te- 
Son DAAE P L AEE ER T 5 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one 
hon B" 7 00 
One subscription with three new. subscribers, in one 
TOMIUttANCE M" 8 50 
One subscription with four new subscribers, in one 
Mound m ( 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably 
with one remittance. 


Will not everyone, in renewing, try to get at least 
one new subscriber, thus saving money for themselvs 
and helping us? 

And in renewing inclose 25 cents for the Trova 


Sumner ANNUAL for 1886. 
: er 


. The Museums. 


All that the American Secular Union can do at pres- 
ent has been done to induce the managers of the mu- 
seums to open them to the public on Sundays. It now 
remains entirely with the trustees, and thereis not too 
much ground to hope that their reply will be favor- 
able. Still there is a chance of a partial concession 
from them. 

The attitude toward the public of the trustees of 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art,if we may judge 
by the tone of the trustees' report at the annual meet- 
. ing which took place last month, is very similar to 


the attitude of a noted railroad man, now deceased. | 


When asked what he thought of the public, which 
had expressed sentiments adverse to his methods, he 
retorted, “The public be damned." The trustees of 
the Art Museum did not use these words, but their 
report was an ill-concealed grumble against the pub- 
lie generally, and the city in particular. Its general 
tenor cannot be better stated than by quoting the 
words of the first vice-president, Wm. C. Prime, a 
bigoted Presbyterian, son of S. Irenæus Prime. To 
a Herald reporter, on the day of the annual meeting, 
he said: 

**'There seems to be a foolish notion abroad that the public 
has a say in the management of this museum. We want it 
understood that we’re running our own machine here, and 
don't propose to be interfered with. We havn't given a 
thought to this opening on Sunday business that the newspa- 
pers are harping upon so much. The newspapers can say 
what they like. The question with us is not whether we'll 
open on Sunday, but whether we won't get out of this build- 
ing and out of the park altogether.” 

The trustees of the American Museum of Natural 
History were less stiff-necked, and appointed a con- 
ference committee to receive the communication of 
the petitioners, with the result that the document 
printed last week in these columns and petitions with 
nearly ten thousand signatures were forwarded, with 
the request for an early reply. © 

But, as we said, the outlook is not hopeful. Keep- 
ing in sight the “‘mind-your-own-business” attitude of 
the trustees of the Metropolitan Museum, and the 
fact that Mr. Jesup, president of the Natural History 
Museum, has published a pamphlet argument against 
Sunday opening, we incline to the opinion that we 
hav appealed to a too prejudiced court. 
we think, was decided before being heard. Possibly 
the array of prominent names upon the petition may 
effect a change of sentiment, but it is doubtful. The 
good of the agitation, therefore, will be confined to 
narrower limits than it ought. However, it has 
served to show that the public desire the opening, 


The case, 


that the press is on the people’s side, and that the 
politicians on some matters are for the public good. 
It will also place the blame for continued closing 
where it belongs. And it has done this: It has 


shall be made—and that another will be we can as- 
sure the museum trustees—the result will be a com- 
pliance, or a decision in accordance with Mr. Prime’s 
alternativ—the museums will get out of the park. 
Another thing. The museums need money for ad- 
ditional buildings. The Metropolitan Museum wants 


the city to market the bonds already authorized by 
act of legislature; the Natural History Museum 


wants the Board of Estimate and Apportionment to 
ask the legislature to authorize the issue of two 
hundred thousand dollars to be used for giving it 
more floor room. Perhaps these grants may be 
made contingent upon & Sunday opening. Who 
knows what wise things our city officials may be in- 
duced to do? We predict that this prophecy of the 
Sun wil be fulfilled: “Some day, though, the 
museums will be open on Sunday as well as on other 
days." 


—— 9 
Mud and Water from Boston. 

In a recent issue of Liberty, the editor of Tu 
TRUTH Srexer is again written against in very undig- 
nified language. To save the reputation of Mr. 
Appleton, we copy only those paragraphs which, in a 
manner—however remote—bear upon the subject 
we hav been discussing. Mr. Appleton says: 

* Macdonald says that when I go from my house to my 
office and find a sidewalk intervening, it is my duty to either 
help pay for it or walk in the slush of the street. Yet even 
after I take to the street I am still a trespasser, for that has 
been paved forme. My plain duty is to get out of the town. 
But after I get out of the town I am no better off, for some- 
body has built the roads for me. The thing very soon re- 
duces itself to the plain proposition that, if I do not like to 
pay for the traps and trumpery that hav been laid ahead of 
me in my path in life without my knowledge, request, and 
consent, it is my duty as a consistent man to get right off of 
this planet. 

Now, Editor Macdonald, I hav just as good a right as you 
have. You wantto drive me off because I demur from pay- 
ing for things that I hav not ordered. Do you like to pay 
for what you hav not ordered? You say I should not take 
advantage of what other people hav done unless I am willirg 
to pay my portion. I cannot help it, unless I commit sui- 
cide; but does this fact constitute any valid reason why I am 
morally bound to help pay for what I had no part in order- 
ing? Upon your sublime reasoning every fat-bellied Catholic 
priest of whose ecclesiastical paunch you take advantage in 
getting up your TRUTH SEEKER cartoons ought to tax you to 
pay for a portion of his big dinners.” 

The first of these paragraphs narrows the economic 
question to a contest between the present and the 
future—between the people who occupy the earth to- 
day and those who will. occupy it in the days to 
come. Mr. Appleton virtually says that society must 
make no improvement—lay no pavements, build no 
roads—because some babe yet unborn may object to 
contributing to keep them in repair. Such a prin- 
ciple would breed a malarial stagnation that would 
forever put an end to that progress of the race which 
the Anarchists profess to be anxious to further. 
There is no force in such an “argument,” no logic, 
no common sense, not even wit. If Mr. Appleton re- 
mains upon the planet—and far be it from us to in- 
sinuate that his departure would be desirable—he 
must use the improvements the preceding generation 
has made, and if he is such a constitutional dead- 
beat that he is unwilling to help repair the damages 
he is doing, then a government would seem to be 
necessary to force him to be square. . 

. But Mr. Appleton says. he does not wish to take 
advantage of these public improvements; he is forced 
to do it. This statement is the strongest argument 
to show that Anarchy is impracticable that could 
be adduced. The life of every individual is so 
interwoven with the life of every other individual 
that a complete “individual sovereignty,” which is 
the basis of Anarchy, cannot be attained. A lone 
person in a lone land is the only one who can liv out 
Anarchy. Add a second person, and new relations 
spring up, new courses of life must be adopted, and 
new forces and relations are to be taken into consid- 
eration. One man may do as he pleases; two men 
cannot, because the pleasure of one may conflict with 
the rights of the other. They voluntarily makerules, 
which they agree to observe. When the community 
grows, executiv officers must be chosen, the rules en- 
forced against violators—and that is government. 
The rules must be enforced, for those who help make 
them are the ones who break them. If the adoption 


made certain the fact that when another attempt 


rat. 


of a law against stealing should be submitted to peo- 
ple to-day, every one would vote for it, yet to-morrow 
some one would break it, and, if there were no gov- 
ernment, might escape punishment. There must be 
force used. It is impossible to get along otherwise. 
This Mr. Appleton admitted when he said at the 
Liberal Club that if Anarchy were to be proclaimed 
the next day at 12 o'clock, he would leave the city | 
before 10 o'clock. - 

We will say nothing about Mr. Appleton’s “argu- 
ment” that we ought to contribute to the rotundity 
of a priest, because our artist has once or twice made 
that prominent in his illustrations. We are anxious,. 
as a friend, to save Mr. Appleton's reputation, which 
is seriously endangered by his last lucubration. 


We stated that civil government performs &thou-. - 
-sand necessary acts which individuals cannot do. 


In 
one of the few lucid paragraphs in the article we are 
considering Mr. Appleton asks: 

* How do you know what individuals can or cannot do 
when civil government takes their business by force out of 
their hands?” 

We know by the experience of the race. There 
were individuals before there were governments, and 
governments were instituted because they were found 
necessary. There are certain things to be done’ in 
every community in which every individual is inter- 


ested, and to the accomplishment of which he is- . 


willing to contribute. By uniting and delegating to 
individuals the power to do those things the people 
form a government. This government derives its. 
powers solely from the people, and can be changed. 
or abolished at will What individual could de- 
fend the country against belligerent invasion by a 
foreign power? Oh, says the Anarchist, the peo- 
ple would unite and do it! Very well. The first 


thing they would do in uniting would be to elect men. - 


to direct their movements, make rules for their guid- 
ance, and see to the support of those bearing arms. 
That is government. No matter where you start, or 
how you reason, you must come right around to the 
fact that government is a necessity. You may call it 
voluntary cooperation, or what you will, but there it 
is, a factor which can never be eliminated from 
human society, any more than friction can be done 
away with in machinery. 

Only one or two more points in Mr. Appleton’s re-. | 
joinder are worth noticing. Such retorts as “ask 
your taxpayers in New York about that,” to the state- 
ment that government protects us from outside 
invasion, is an evasion as silly as weak. The matter 
is a question of fact, and Mr. Appleton can probably 
read history. One point he attempts to make is that 
it is because government conducts our schools that 
Freethought children are forced to hear religion 
taught. If government were a force outside of the 
people there might be some sense in this. But he 
never will take into consideration the very patent 
fact that our government is the people, and when an 
evil creeps into one of our institutions they can re- 
moveitas the evil of Bible reading is being removed-— > 
gradually. To destroy the government and the 
schools to get rid of this evil would be like burning’ 
the house which shelters you to get rid of a gnawing ` 
Both schools and government are necessary, 
and if both were destroyed. to get rid of the imper- 
fections, it would be only to reéstablish them again 
at once. Another attempted point is similiar to this, 
We pointed out what everyone knows, that govern- 
ment cares for the poor and the insane. This is 
evaded by Mr. Appleton in this way: 

** But first settle whether it is itself not the chief of wrong- 
doers. Does it ever punish itself? Is it not the fact of its 
own existence that primarily creates the poor and the in- 
sane ?" 

To this we say: Men hav abused their trusts, and 
prostituted governments to their own individual pur- 
poses. They were practical Anarchists, “individual 
sovereigns,” with no regard for the rights of society. : 
The first question, Does governme::t ever punish 
itself? is nonsense. How can a corititution punish 
itself, or a statute shut itself up in a state prison? 
To the second question, Is it not the fact of govern- 
ment's existence that primarily creates the poor and - 
the insane? we oppose a distinct No! If Mr. Apple- 
ton asserts it, let him prove it. The onus is upon 
him, unless, like the theologian, he proposes to argue 
from an unsupported assumption. A 

The last, and most wonderful, of Mr. Appleton’s 
paragraphs are these: | 

* But at last civil Deacon Macdonald wheels in his big 
gun. He says the people can change or abolish the govern- 
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ment if they choose, and they are alone to blame if their ser- 
vants steal from them. 

“Tt is, as it were, as if somebody should roll a big stone 
before my door. When I protest, the man says that I am to 
blame if I tolerate it, for there is a constitutional provision 
by which I can change or abolish this state of things when- 
ever I will But what is the stone before my door for? I in- 
sist. The man then has the effrontery to say that I helped 
roll it there. 

“This is just the position of Brother Macdonald. I ask him 
by whatright this big stone (the state) is rolled before the 
door of my individual liberty in the first place, that I should 
be at the pains of abolishing it constitutionally ? Macdonald 
says I helped roll it there. He knows better. But, finding 
no other way to get out of my house, I climb over it, and 
thus make use of it. For this forced use of the stone Mac- 
donald says I ought in duty to pay, or else get off the planet. 
O thou wonderful youth! thou rising prince of truth seekers! 
thou dost indeed deserve a chromo. 

* Once again do I call Brother Macdonald back to the orig- 


inal question of his blank inconsistency. I expect that he | 


will do little more than ‘whee up’ again, but, as I say, if 
he continues to show the best end of himself long enough, he 
will furnish an argument stronger than my philosophy, 
which, unfortunately, he seems constitutionally incapable of 


. ^ assimilating.” 


That our readers may see all his “ points,” we are 


obliged to let a little of Mr. Appleton's scurrility slip. 


in, for which we beg our readers’ pardon. The ex- 
pressions “whee up," and “show the best end of 
himself,” which he uses are delicate bits of humor in- 
dulged in to indicate that individuals who differ from 
Henry Appleton are four legged. The sarcasm is 
very fine, and the conception extraordinarily con- 
vincing. i , 

Before our Anarchistic philosopher dilates further 
upon our statement, we wish him to show that it 
is not true. Let him prove that the people of this 
country cannot change the government. Unless he 
does this his attempted reason is not only pointless 
but is a dishonest attempt to evade the question. 
There is no use in speculating what government is 
like when everybody knows what it actually is like. 

Mr. Appleton has taken lessons from the church- 
men of the fifteenth century, who maintained that 
the earth was flat though Magellan had sailed around 
it. He calmly brushes aside a plain statement of 
a fact as of no consequence, and proceeds to tell what 
he thinks the government is. If a brick lay upon his 
desk before him he would look vacantly over it at the 
wall, and begin to speculate upon what a brick is like. 
A brick, he would say, is, as it were, forty thousand 
miles long, sixty thousand miles wide, and one hun- 
dred thousand miles high. It is made of feathers ; is 
good to eat, and a sovereign remedy for small-pox. 
Then, waving his pen in the air, he would ask, What 
right has this brick which I hay described upon my 
desk? J did not order it, and I will not pay for it. 
It is monstrous tyranny for me to hav to tolerate it. 
This brick, which is in my mind's eye, is the cause of all 
poverty, of all insanity, of all crime ; it is the black 
beast of society, the impediment to progress, the en- 
slaver of woman, the devil generally. And all the 
time the real brick would be only six inches long, 
four inches wide, and two and a half inches high—a 
very useful article for building purposes. To himself 
Mr. Appleton's brick might be real, but other peo- 
ple would conclude that it existed only in his hat. 

"When Mr. Appleton disproves that government in 
this country is of the people, and can be changed by 
them, or abolished, if they will, then we may follow 
him in his speculations. At present it is useless. 
We cannot assimilate fol-de-rol, though its author 
may think it philosophy.. If, in the explanation of 
Anarchy, facts are not to be taken into account, then 
we hav no further interest in the matter. 


Editorial Notes. 


HzrLzN H. GARDENER has returned to New York city, and 
intends to make it her future residence. She should be ad- 
dressed in care of this office. 


Sam Jonzs offers to convert Indianapolis for five thousand 
dollars. It would be worth that to the churches if Doctor 
Monroe of the Jron Clad Age could be included. But we hav 
our doubts on this point. 


WE recommend the right reverend bishop of Niagara to 
giv his audiences Mr. Huxley's reply to Mr. Gladstone as well 
as the latter's misleading statements. They would then hav the 
latest word of science, and if the bishop should adopt Mr. 
Huxley's views, he would be saved from the painful position 
he now occupies of a wilful perverter of scientific truth. 


You can tell by the persistency with which they attack it, 
what persons think is the chiefest sin, says the Independent. 
Some think it is Sabbatlt-breaking, others drunkenness, and 
others, again, the greed of money. The Freeman's Journal 
devotes its severest and most frequent censures to the im- 
piety of adulterating with mineral paraffine the wax candles 
which burn before the ‘‘ host.” 


Comp.arints having been received of the method of report- 
ing the meetings of the Manhattan Liberal Club, we last 
week procured the services of a gentleman of more years 
than the Man With the Badge-Pin numbers in his life, and 
therefore supposed to possess that sedateness of character 
necessary to report the doings of Assembled Wisdom. We 
hope his report will be found satisfactory, if uninteresting, as 
it is attested to be veracious. 


AN account has recently been published of the fact that a 
large number of manuscript sermons by Robertson, of 
Brighton, hav been lost. They were mislaid on the platform 
of a railroad station, and hav never been heard of since. It 
is said that there were enough to fill two volumes. This, the 
Advocate says, is an irreparable loss to certain ministers, who 
hav already preached through all the published volumes of 
Robertson, and, having been compelled to look clsewhere,’ 
exhibit a marked deterioration of style. If an Infidel should 
thus accuse the ministers of stealing their sermons he would 
be scouted as a blasphemcr. 


WE call the attention of the Philadelphia Liberals to the 
following letter: 


Dear Eprror: For two years I hav been an almost constant 
reader of the (I think) grand old Trurs SEEKER, buying it in single 
numbers at the League meetings, of which I'm a member, No. 257 
of Philadelphia, and I would like now to ask a question. Is therea 
person, or a body of persons, to your knowledge, in this City of 
Brotherly Love of whom an Agnostic may, without any hypocrisy, 
ask aid in the form of employment or the necessaries of life while 
looking for work? I’m a married man, with wife and three chil- 
dren, the youngest of whom is only one month old. I hav been out 
of employment for three weeks, and am now penniless. Those of 
the League had an opportunity of lending me a helping hand last 
winter, if they felt so disposed. One or two of them did manifest a 
little interest, and gave me letters to others for employment, but 
not one asked as to my appetite or how did I exist. Hoping for 
better times soon, Iam Yours most respectfully, 

Harry G. CRISSWELL, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Iw a country where the church and state are supposed to 
be separate, the following quoted paragraph in the report of 
the secretary of schools in the Elmira Reformatory is pecu- 
liar reading: " 

“The church has long and vainly been struggling with its great- 
est problem—how to reach the low and depraved. The first condi- 
tion of the problem is to get physical hold of them. Once the 
church practically did this by her own machinery. Men and women 
with pious aspirations voluntarily sought the benefits of confine- 
ment within prison walls furnished by or in connection with the 
church organization. Here they lived abstemiously, and worked 
hard as a religious service. Their righteousness worked its natural 
profitableness, and the profitableness, coming ‘to be sought for its 
own sake, wrought the corruption which broke up the system. The 
church has lost this machinery and never will regain it. But, be- 
hold; the state has already done this work better than the church 
ever could. Here and now, the state has seized these sinners, has 
cleaned them up, thus giving them the requisit physical diet and 
disciplin, and is to-day calling to the invisible church: ‘We hav 
cleared away the entrance, come in and feed these famished souls 
with the bread of life? The prison should be the paidagogos to the 
church, the servant furnished by the state to lead the unruly can- 
didates for education and training in righteousness, secured from 
truancies, to the school of disciplin in which members of the invis- 
ible church should be teachers.” 

That these are the sentiments of the sectarian instructors 
in our penal institutions there can be no doubt. They fur- 
nish an unanswerable reason why the disguised priests should 
be kicked out. The state the servant of the church! When 
was this principle engrafted upon an American Constitution, 
most high and mighty masters? 

— eoe 


Literary Notes. 


TuE Freethinkers Magazine for March is at hand. It con- 
tains a number of excellent essays. It may be purchased at 
this office; price, 25 cents. 


“ Tar Wire oF No. 4,237” is the title of a new serial be- 
gun in Liberty. It is from the Freneh of Sophie Kropotkine, 
translated by Sarah E. Holmes. 


W. S. BArLEY's heirs express the intention of continuing 
the publication of the Nashville Liberal. Mrs. R. B. Wolfe 
&ppears to be the head and front of the heirs. 


Tne Headlight, of Northwood, Dakota, is another local 
paper with Freethought principles. The editor, E. C. Kiley, 
is not afraid to print his honest sentiments on matters of 
religion. : 

Tux London Secular Review liaving finished the reprinting 
of J. E. Remsburg’s ‘‘ Sabbath-Breaking,” is now laying be- 
fore its readers McArthur’s “Examination of Church His- 
tory." Saladin has a keen sight for good things. 


J. K. P. Barer writes of Miss Wixon's ‘‘ All in a Life- 
time:” “ The more I think about it the more I think ‘ All 
in a Lifetime? is certainly something to be proud of. Itis 
not a whit behind Mrs. Stowe's ‘Uncle Tom's Cabin.’ Suc- 
cess is not the measure of merit. ‘Uncle Tom's Cabin’s’ 
success was due—much of it—to the excitement about 
Slavery." i 


t“ Conrarns much useful religious and secular information. 
Its statistics are very valuable, and its contributed articles 
well written. It can be read with profit by everybody.” 
This was said by the Hebrew Standard of this city, not of the 
Pentateuch, but of the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL, a very much 
superior production of the printing-press, whose authors are 
all known. 


Brsipes publishing one new book last week—the Glad- 
stone-Huxley controversy—we republished several others, 
and would call the attention of our book-buying friends to 
new editions of the following: ‘‘ The Holy Bible Abridged,” 
30 cents; Mr. Babcock’s “ Religion of Humanity,” 10 cents; 
J. E. Remsburg's ** False Claims of the Church " (sixth thou- 
sand), 10 cents; S. P. Putnam’s ‘‘ Problem of the Universe," 
25 cents; “St. Matthew Before the Court,” 10 cents; ‘The 
Besant. Hatchard Debate,” 25 cents; '* Maria Monk,” paper, 


50 cents; cloth, 75 cents; ‘‘ The Pyramid of Gizeh," 25 
cents; J. E. Remsburg's ‘‘ Bible Morals” (third thousand), 
25 cents; “Ecce Diabolus," 25 cents; ‘‘ Will the Coming 
Man Worship God?" 10 cents; ‘‘Scientific Materialism;" 10 
cents. We hav in press also new editions of ‘‘ The Age of 
Reason," Froude's “Science and Theology," Huxley’s lect- 
ures on Evolution, and Mr. Remsburg’s *'Image- 
Breakers," which will be ready in a few days. 


À OHILDREN'slyceum has been organized by the Liberals 
of Waco, Texas. Mr. Shaw's Independent Pulpit, of the 
same place, comes to us this month with twenty-four pages 


filled with the best of Infidel reading matter. One editorial 


for which we feel very grateful is a dcfense of D. M. Bennett 
against the attacks of the Methodist journal of Texas of 
which Mr. Shaw was once an editor. 


Tre Nonconformist prints the poem, ‘‘Our Father ‘in 
Heaven,” on its first page with a border around it. The poem 
is one of the best and most convincing documents ever 
printed, and we hope the Vincents will scatter copies of it all 
around. It has been widely reprinted, in secular as well as 
Freethought journals, in England, on the Continent, and. in 
the Orient, but the Nonconformist is the first paper we hav 
seen that has given proper credit to the author, Charles Ste- 
phenson, and the original publisher, Tue TRUTH SEEKER. 

— eo 


Lectures and Meetings. 


J. E. Remssure speaks at Perrysburg, Ohio, March 20th ; 
Tontogany, Ohio, the 21st ; Carey, Ohio, the 22d ; Bradford, 
Ohio, the 28d and 24th. 


CHarLEs Warrs lectures before Friendship Liberal League 
of Philadelphia, at its hall, Broad and Wood streets; next 
Sunday, the 21st. Afternoon lecture at 2:30, subject, ** Free- 
thought: Its Struggles and Triumphs;” at 7:30, subject, 


“The New Testament: Its History and Its Teachings.” + 


Seats free. The public cordially invited. 


Tux Spiritualists of Cleveland and vicinity celebrate the ' 


thirty-eighth anniversary of modern Spiritualism on Wednes- 
day, March 31st, at Weisgerber’s hall. Mrs. H. 8. Lake and 
Professor Peck are the chief speakers. The celebration will 
close with a ball in the evening, and the children of the 
Lyceum will hav an exhibition on Sunday, April 4th. 


W. F. Jamieson has lecture engagements in Alexandria, 
Sterling Center, Mapleton, Minn.; in Spring Valley, Wis.; 
and is invited back to Wentworth, Dakota, for the fourth 
time, where he has created greater interest in Freethought at 
each visit. But, as heis engaged in completing a literary 
work, he will remain at home in Lake City, Minn., for a few 
weeks before filling them. He will travel eastward and lect- 
ure all summer, and would like to visit Canada. Address at 
Lake City, Minn. 


F. F. Forrer writes: “Prof. W. S. Bell has just got home 
from a nearly two and a half months' lecturing tour over 
'central and southern Illinois. He has traveled five hundred 
miles and delivered thirty-three lectures during his trip to 
generally good audiences. And he returns hale and hearty, 
and full of enthusiasm for future work in the Liberal lecture 
field. Those wishing to engage his services anywhere in 
Illinois, Iowa, Indiana, Wisconsin, or Michigan, will please 
to address him in the care of F. F. Follet, No. 802 State st., 
Chicago, Ill." 


WILLIAM SEYMOUR; president of the Pennsylvania State 
Union, writes from Scranton, Pa.: ‘‘ On Sunday last, the 7th 
inst., we held three meetings in the interest of the Pennsylvania 
State Secular Union. In the morning C. B. Reynolds deliv- 
ered an able address upon the subject, ‘Honest Answers to 
Honest Objections.’ The afternoon was spent in presenting 
to the public the objects of the Union, and, the necessity of 
organic and united effort in the cause of Secularism. . In the 
evening Mrs. F. C. Reynolds spoke with great earnestness 
and eloquence upon ‘Woman’s Reasons for the Religion of 
Humanity,’ and so interested were those who heard 
her that an earnest request has been made for a repeti- 
tion of the lecture. After Mrs. Reynolds’s lecture an ad- 
dress was given by the writer on the ‘Principles of 
Secularism.’ Everybody seemed pleased, and though the 
congregation had been listening attentivly for more than two 
hours, at the close of the meeting they lingered in the hall, 
as though they were still thirsting for more. On Monday 
evening, 8th inst., I spoke to a large audience on the ‘Moral 
and Social Relations of Mankind,’ which was followed by 
Mr. Reynolds on the subject, ‘The Sabbath and the Bible.’ 
On Tuesday night Mr. Reynolds spoke on the subject, ‘ Why 
I Left the Pulpit.”” C. B. Reynolds adds: ** Under the urgent 
solicitations of the friends, we remained over at this place to 
lecture again on Sunday, the 14th inst., and to aid in perfect- 
ing the organization of the Scranton Secular Society. We 
had good attendance. After a lecture by Mrs. Reynolds on 
the Religion of Humanity, and C. B. Reynolds giving the 
Bible declarations of what constitutes the Christian heaven, 
the audience was dismissed, and those interested in organiza- 
tion of a Sccular Society with science school on Sunday were 
called to order, and the following officers were elected : 
president, B. B. Wells; vice-president, Mrs. Anna Starkey ; 
secretary, E. A. Jacquinot; treasurer, Alfred Harvey; vig- 
ilance committee, Anna Starkey, Oscar F. Freeman, and 
Alfred Harvey; educational committee, George Starkey, 
Margaret C. Jones, and Thomas C. Jones; social committee: 
J. E. Whitbeck, Maria Whitbeck, and Edward Farr. Mr. 
Edward Farr, an earnest, zealous Liberal, givs the free use 
of his new hall for the mcetings of the Society. Thcir meet- 
ings will be held at 2:30 p.m. every Sunday. Initial-subject 


| for study by all the members during ensuing week and lesson 


for science school Sunday the 21st: “The Nine Demands of 
Liberalism.” ' 
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Letters fram Sfriends. | 


BurrALOo, N. Y., March 5, 1886. 
Mx. Epiror: Your illustrations are doing an excellent 
work, and carry conviction where all that might be written 
upon the subject: would fall far short of the mark. One 
column alone of your valuable paper, that of ‘‘Gems of 
Thought,” is well worth the subscription price. The excel- 
lences of all departments make up a grand whole surmounted 
by a noble desire to be lenient to all who persist in freeing 

their minds whether in or out of place. 

May you ever be successful in the battle against the ‘‘ creed 

curse "-and ignorance, is the desire of, 
Yours for universal mental liberty, | 


Younesvitiz, N.'Y., March 2, 1886. 
Mr. Evrror: Please find my remittance of $8, to renew 
my subscription to Tug Trura SEEKER. I like your valu- 
able paper very much. The pictures speak volumes, and 
the paper. should be read by all, old and young. The church 
" thinks it is an unpardonable sin for me to take Taz TRUTH 


L. E. JORDAN. 


SEEKER, then giv it to others to read, but T shall continue to- 


do so, and will not seek the church’s pardon for it. There 
are two churches in this place, Presbyterian and Methodist. 
The Americans and Germans of the Presbyterian denomina- 
tion both hold their meetings in the Presbyterian church 
—Americans in the forenoon and Germans in the afternoon. 
Whether the Dutch God cannot understand the Yankee God, 
or what the trouble is, I cannot tell, but they hav been in a 
constant quarrel for two years, and the end is not yet. 
Yours respectfully, T. S. Quro, M.D. 


LounponvILLE, N. Y., March 6, 1886. 

Me. Epvrror: Please send me a copy of Mr. Putnam’s 
poem, ‘‘ Adami and Heva,” for which I inclose price. 

The illustrations are splendid, and bound to win converts. 
As I looked at last Trurn SEEKER I thought: ‘‘ How pleased 
Uncle Bennett would be to see the dear old TRUTH SEEKER 

` illustrated." 

Well, I suppose, if Spiritualism is true, he knows all about 
it,and I hope it is true. Ifnot, I want to know what is 
going to become of the mind that actuates this body. "They 
say there is no annihilation. We all know that there is none 
of the body, but what becomes of the invisible elements? 
Brother Winter, please rise and explain this point. 

Ugh! what a happy (?) thought that these hands, this face, 
and all of me shall be naught but food for worms, unless I be 
incinerated. What is the good of education and all that sort 
of thing if it is toend in that narrow pit in the earth or a 
handful of ashes? 

Iam not yet a Spiritualist—only seeking the light, the 
truth. ‘To be or not to be,” that's the question that agitates 
me. W. V. ASPINWALL. 


Haven, Kan., Feb. 28, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror : Inclosed herewith find $5. 95, for which please 
send me the TRuTH SEEKER ANNUAL for 1886, and continue 

sending the paper till May 1, 1888. I hope you will be able 
to continue the illustrations. If the pictures should continue 
to be as good during the entire year as they hav been thus 
far, what an interesting picture book they would make all 
bound in one volume! 

Something that happened here this winter should be a ter- 
rible warning to those that are in the habit of attending 
church Sunday nights, and that is this: A gentleman started 
with his family to attend church, and they were riding in a 
farm wagon and sitting in chairs, and, as one of the wagon- 
wheels passed over an obstruction, the chair in which the 
gentleman sat tilted’ to one side and he fell to the ground, 
his injuries being such that in eight days he died. 

This has been the coldest winter ever known here, and 
great numbers of stock and several persons hav been frozen 
' to death. During one of our coldest days I had several 
callers, and one of them told the following that happened to 
some of our neighbors during the cold winter of 1874-75, 
and which I had never heard before: I was in Michigan 
to spend that winter. Times were hard, and people had 
to rustle to get enough to eat, and among other means re- 
Sorted to was to go on the range and, kill buffalo. Three of 
my neighbors, on such a hunting expedition, were caught in 

a blizzard and started for home. When about twelve miles 
~ from there they became nearly exhausted, and one of them, 
who is a church-member, proposed that they pray; but in- 
stead of agreeing to that one of them commenced cursing 
and wanted him to keep going, but he was bound to pray, so 
he knelt down in the snow and commenced praying. The 
one cursing continued to “cuss,” while the third one reached 
into the wagon (they had to walk to keep from freezing), and 
got a blacksnake whip and commenced to apply that to the 
man engaged in prayer, at first lightly, but after more vigor- 
ously, until the latter became angry, got up, and began chas- 
ing the man with the whip, and thus got warmed up. After 
that they reached home without further mishap. 

I remarked at the time I heard the story, as I looked out 
the window, ‘‘ What a bright idea it would be for some one 
to go out and kneel down on the porch, and pray for this 
storm to cease!” He would hav frozen to death in a very 
short time. G. S. Bisnopr. 


Exton, D. T. Feb. 18, 1886. 


Mr. Eprroz: Inclosed please find three dollars to pay.for: 


Tue TRUTH SEEKER another year. My time was out Jan. ist, 
I think, but you, by mistake, put it June. You corrected a 


mistake to favor me in 1879, and now you may correct this |^ 


to be justto yourself. I like the illustrations much. The 
paper illustrates the development theory, for it has steadily 
grown from good to better all these years, of which I may 
judge, for I hav taken it from almost its first issue. Then 


there is a nice mutual property about it—it develops its 
readers. When I find an old TRUTH SEEKER reader I see at 
once that he is happy to liv and not afraid to die. An old 
truth seéker is the happiest being alive—Mrs. Slenker, T. 
Winter, and the whole TRUTH SEEKER family. This land of 
homesteads and timber claims is too thinly settled to be 
worked by Liberallecturers, and the people too sensible to 
be caught by the preachers who “ tell the old story, ah!” 
The sinner harvest in the villages-is about over for the sea- 
son; havn't heard of a catch, though one local editor said 
*much good was done.” Two years ago, in a neighboring 
village, they ‘‘saved” one little girl whose mother had re- 


cently died. Too bad, isn't.it, that to save a sinner its mother, | 


or husband, or child must be taken away? I read one of 
Moody’s sermons in which seven death-bed scenes were de- 
scribéd. I like that better. One can cry, and come to Jesus, 
and speak in meeting all the same, but, as a matter of fact, 
there was no orphan, or widow, or childless mother; that was 
all talk, you know. We who liv out on homesteads hav a 
more tangible fear of getting **lost" if we go to town to even- 
ing meeting than we hav of being “ lost” if we stay at home. 
Elkton has a rink, which means concerts, balls, etc. ; a good 
literary society, a G. A. R. post; so the people get along well 
without ‘‘that consolation naturally arising from a belief 
in eternal fire.” 

- Well, if Congress won't admit us into the Union, I fear St. 
Peter won’t admit us into heaven, for we are not saved by 
good works according to Calvin or the Democratie party. 
Yet I would like to get into the Union by 1888, if so be that 
Mr. Ingersoll, or Putnam, or Wakeman could be nominated 
for president. Yours truly, DENNIS JACOBS. 


NAPLES, N. Y., March 8, 286. 
Msz. EprroR: Abler artists hav attempted to draw Rems- 
burg and failed. Ishallnottry. He has come and gone, 
and the people will long hav something.to talk and think 
about. 


The Bible, the bed-rock of the old superstition, was fairly- 


left in tatters. The Christian mask which the old idol had so 
long worn was torn off in the presence of a respectable audi- 
ence, and, what was worse than all, the Christians cannot talk 
back. Every nail was driven home and clinched. There is 
no getting behind his position; it is actually unassailable. 

Mr. Remsburg is a great success. He is of good fiber and 
will last long, and there is a world of work in.him, and the 
Liberals of the country can do no better than to keep him 
constantly engaged in the work for which he is so admirably 
adapted. His sturdy blows will ultimately EBOGR superstition 
into its corner. 

Isaid I would not draw Remsburg. Ihav not and I can 
not; he must be heard to be appreciated. He is.gentle and 
kind in his manner, and though he mangles with unsparing 
hand the absurdities and barbarisms of the Bible, like a wise 
physician, he cuts and cauterizes only for the patient's good. 

All praise to Remsburg. Friends and brethren, the most 
acceptable way to do him homage is to keep him constantly 
engaged in his chosen field, and reward him far more liber- 
ally than I was able to do when he was here. 

Although the mercury was down to zero, and a howling 
wind was hurling clouds of snow into the faces of the people, 
there was a goodly number out, some coming many miles, in 
spite of the storm. 

Let the Liberals turn out whenever Mr. Remsburg moves 
the sickle in the standing grain. 'The harvest is abundant, 
and we shall hav more such workers when they are better 
rewarded. JOHN Pxox. 


Troy, N. Y., March 8, 1886. 

Mm. Epitor: If you had been to Troy two weeks ago, you 
would hav had an opportunity to sail along the streets of that 
beautiful city. 

Iexpect the Lord thought he would try the faith of his 
chosen people, and so he sent forth a flood, which entered the 
cellars, basements, yea, even the second and first stories of 
several houses, causing the people to flee to the upper cham- 
bers, and there to wait for the waters to abate at the word of 
the Lord. One of the Lord Jehovah’s ''black-beetles," as 
Saladin names the ministers, was in the sanctuary of the 
Lord, probably praying the ruler of all things to spare wicked 
Troy from a second deluge for the sake of his people. But 
the Lord heard him not, and the black-beetle was fain to trust 
his safety in the hands of the brave of his congregation, and 
be rescued in a boat. 

The flood not turning the hearts of the wicked Trojans, as 
they continued to advertise a lecture by John E. Remsburg, 
of Kansas, the great Infidel in the Griswold Opera House, the 
Lord sent fire upon the city. He did not rain down fire from 
heaven, as of old, but sent his mighty, wind, while the ther- 
mometer was below zero, to blow fire from the furnace of a 
carpenter's shop among some shavings, which soon grew to 
such an extent that the whole of the northern part of the 
city was threatened with destruction. X 

This occurred on February 26th, and had not the brave 
firemen worked with might and main, instead of praying, the 
poor city of Troy would hav had much to mourn. 

However, there is more trust to be put in the strong and 
willing hand and heart of a fireman than in all the god 
almighty’s that ever were, are, or ever will be. And so Troy 
was saved, but not by the God of tlie black-beetles. 

Sunday, February 28th, came, and the winds had abated to 
such an extent that the Infidels of Troy were able to turn out 
in good numbers and welcome the ‘‘ Ingersoll of the West,” 
John E. Remsburg, who lectured on *' Bible Morals,” in the 
afternoon, at Keenan Hall, and in the evening, at the Gris- 
wold Opera House, on “ Sabbath-Breaking." 

At the latter place people of all denominations turned out 
to see and hear what the Infidel had to say. You will be 
pleased to learn that the Infidels hav some influence in 
wicked Troy; so much that Mr. Maschke gave a full band 


the whole atmosphere. 


free for an hour's concert before the lecture, Mr. Maschke 
attending himself. 

The concert was greatly enjoyed by all present, and the In- | 
fidels of Troy fully appreciate the kindness of Mr. Maschke 
and his whole band for their services. They played as if 
they were paid, and well paid at that. - 

When Mr. Remsburg appeared on the stage he was greeted 
with applause, and held the strictest attention of his audi. 
ence, although tlie cold was severe. 

Cold as it was, however, the Baptists thought it not too 
cold to immerse a young lady at their church. When we ar- 
rived home, we found a little boy who had been a spectator 
of this immersion, pale and trembling, afraid to go home, 
for, said he, ‘‘ They put her in the water clothes and all, and 
won't some one please to go home with me?” Of. course, his 
fears were calmed, and he was taken home. 

Oh, what a religion, to strike terror to the heart of a young 
child! How different would the feelings of that young boy 
hav been had he been listening to the strains of Maschke's 
band, and heard instead of the minister’s plea, ‘‘ Flee from 
the wrath to come,” the soul-stirring words of John E.-Rems- 
burg, of Kansas. JEANNIE. ARMSTRONG, 

Corresponding Secretary of Troy Secular Society. 


GARDNER, ILL., March 4, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: Inclosed you will find money order to pay ` 
on my subscription for the next six months. . : 

After a pretty long interval Gardner had, this week again, 
the benefit of-a (free) Liberal lecture on ‘‘ Liberty and Moral- 
ity,” delivered by Mr. W. Bell from Chicago. Although Mr. 
Bell arrived here quite unadvertised, the necessary prelimi- 
naries, as hall, defraying of expenses, were quickly settled, 
and this mainly through the efforts and generosity of two or 
three friends of the Liberal cause, and the lecturer had the 
satisfaction to enjoy a full house; and the satisfaction was 
mutual, as the attention the auditory paid the lecturer from 
beginning to end clearly proved. A fragmentary excerpt 
from the lecture would not do it justice, and a moreextended 
one space forbids. May it suffice here to state that Mr. Bell 
is an effectiv orator, and, although not indulging in high-fly- 
ing, philosophical phraseology that oftentimes mofe obscures 
than enlightens a plain mind, knows how to strike the 


‘| popular key-note that makes ears and common sense 


equally vibrate. To infer from the one given to us, a lecture 
by Mr. Bell cannot but leave a good impression behind. 
After the close of his lecture Mr. Bell invited ministers or 
their aunts and cousins to ask questions, raise objections, or 
take exceptions; and "mum was the order of the day "— ' 
probably they ‘‘wasn’t” there. Guess. this is the trouble 
with our so-caled but misnamed ministers of the Lord; 
though they are always meddling where they are not wanted, 
like their boss beyond the clouds, they never can be found 
when they are needed. J. N. STEIMLE. 


Sax Deco Crry, CAL., Feb. 27, 1886. 
The breath of priest isa upas that poisons 
Where God is liberty is not. For 
these long years I never hav been able to get a eubscriber to 


Mr. EDITOR: 


your paper that belonged to any secret organization, and hav - - 


often been cursed for soliciting it. You must know that 
Masonry and Odd Fellowship are Siamese twins, begotten 
by monarchy and nursed in the lap of a priest; that they 
claim to be divine institutions and the Bible their great light; 
that the members are creed-fixed and oath-bound; that we 
often read obituaries of these pious saints that they were 
devout members of the church, devout Christians and bright 
examplary Masons, and hoped to meet in the grand lodge 
above. How then can you expect me (believing the whole 
thing to be a fraud) to affiliate with such dumb nonsense? 
Iadmit there may be Masons better than their oaths and 
creeds, and that there are thousands of Christians far better 
than their gods; but I must consider in lump all heathenism. 

The grand climax was reached when the Liberals were so 
bamboozled as to call their organization Secular Union, 
which means almost anything or nothing, and opened a door 
broad enough for every nefarious secular priest to enter, and 
I must believe this was done so that every member of a 
secret affiliation could claim some self-respect to stand on. 
Do the owners and controlers of Tue TRUTH SEEKER suppose 
that there are none but fools on this coast? Do you expect 
me to ligate my tongue, close my eyes, and seal my lips to 
known iniquity? Do you expect me to go down on my 
knees at the fulminations of a priest and abjure my individ- 
uality? Do youthink that one who has studied symptoms 
for fifty years knows nothing of diagnosis? Do you flatter 
yourselvs that no one but the sworn initiated knows any- 
thing about this modern priestly popery? Do you for a 
moment conclude that you can destroy all individuality? 
Do you ask me to affiliate with the luggers and kissers of 
Bibles when I believe the whole damned thing a heathen 
fraud to get something for nothing, and further believe that 
these orders are the makers and supporters of all monopolies, 
and a general curse to any people? Surely the world is very 
wicked and foolish yet—on every corner an owl and in every 
street a priest. Over every temple arch should be, written 
* Slave-pen,” and over every churcli-door engraved ^ ‘Lunatic 
Asylum.” 

I hope you will not consider me a Secularist or a Chris- 
tian, or a Christian Secularist, or in any way connected with 
the evident frauds who are fighting for mammon. Out of 
self-respect I must call myself a Radical, and I must certainly 
think that every truthful thinker will think and act the same. 
To me it matters little, to the world much. Iam through 
with gods and popes, but I cannot believe it right to do 
wrong or refuse to,express my honest convictions when 
called by circumstances to do so, and I grant the same to 
others. Neither can I consider it necessary for the support 
of a republic or democracy to veil it in secrecy. I may pre. 
sume you understand me without more emphasis, ` 


: | age. 


" was the distance from the earth to the sun.” 


‘know approximately the shape and size of the earth. 
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^ Sot the. adh i. 


1987 


It is to be regretted that religion has ever ŝo disrupted 
society, that hypocrisy is a birthright and falsehood a peer- 
In looking back on my past I must believe that I hav 
made more enemies in the last year by speaking truthfully of 
the truth than by all the lies Ihav ever told, while on every 
hand I see canonized fraud deified and truth crucified. 


~ Secularists on your side of the divide are making great com- 


plaint against non-taxation of church, while the Secularists 
on this side are making donations to themselvs. One year 
ago our governor advised a grant. of twenty-five thousand 
‘dollars, and the legislature voted it to the £—s of the repub- 
lic to splurge on. Such is Secularism on this coast, and I 
am forced to believe that government is a fraud, the officials 
a set of sworn thieves, and the common citizen a fool, dom- 
inated by that great monafchical fiend, Masonry, where pray- 


. ers are a requisit and a priest a necessity; such I consider 


Secularism. It will now be in place for your popes to read 
me that merciful prayer in their holy book from off your 
holy altar, contained in the fifty-ninth psalm, and then to pro- 
cecd to the maranathema ab aqua et ignis. 

ABRAM Bronson. 


X MirwAUKZE, Or., Feb. 21, 286. 
Mr. Evrror: I do not wish friend Hindman to pay my 
subscription to Tar TRUTH SxEKER. I prefer to pay my own. 
But surely I did prove by geometrical calculation, based upon 


: known facts, that the sun is more than twelve thousand miles 


from the earth. It is not necessary, to make computations 
geometrical, that they should be illustrated by diagrams. 
Diagrams are mere conveniences to assist the memory. "The 
real lines and añgles must exist in the mind before they can 
be represented upon paper. 

. Mr. Hindman says: “I hav not yet said what I thought 
But in his first 
letter he says: ‘‘I claim it can be proved by geometrical cal- 
culation that the sun is not over twelve thousand miles from 
the earth." 

. The earth is a fact.. Its form and size are simple matters 
of fact and calculation. They are not matters of opinion 
&mong intelligent people, but of demonstrated knowledge. 
No man has a right to call himself à surveyor who does not 
That is 
all I asked him to admit. I took his claim that the sun was 
not over twelve thousand miles away, and proved that the 


`- statement led to the contradiction of the most obvious facts. 


-the same speed.” 


. denly invisible? 


_ the horizon at the Equator and not visible south of it? 


'gineer, of Elmo, Arkansas. 


Mr. Hindman objects to the undulatory theory of light. 
He says: “My philosophy is that light and sight travel at 
He seems to think that, in observing a 
planet or a star, light starts out from an object and sight 
from the eye at the same time, and meet each other exactly 
half-way in the intermediate space. 

But his most wonderful piece of information is that “ the 
Pole Star is not visible at a point farther south than forty 


' degrees south latitude,” and from that. fact (?) he tells us it 


is easy to compute the distance of the North Star. When Mr. 
Hindman gets up his diagram, will he please to illustrate how 
it is that people manage to see the Pole Star through nearly 


.five thousand miles of solid earth when they get to the for- 


tieth parallel south, and how at that point it becomes sud- 
How it is that, as he admits the Pole Star 
goes down one degree for every degree he goes south, he yet 
passes over eighty degrees of the earth’s surface to bring the 
Pole Star down forty? Is Mr. Hindman going to repudiate 
primary arithmetic? Is he trying to fool a simple fellow 
like me, or does he not really know that the Pole Star is in 
Or, 
to be more exact, the Pole Star is not exactly at the Pole, but 
appears to revolve around it at a distance of about a degree 
and a half, as is explained in every treatis on surveying (in 
giving instructions how to find the true meridian), and con- 
sequently the Pole Star cannot be seen more than a degree 
and a half south of the Equator. i 

Iassure Mr. Hindman that I hav not aimed any personal 
irony at him, but almost suspect that he is trying to fool me 
and some others of your humble readers who are not survey- 
ors and civil engineers, and his proposition to bring out his 


diagram on the 1st of April rather tends to strengthen the 
* suspicion. 


D. PRIESTLEY. ` 


MIDDLEBURY, IND., Feb. 22, 1886. 
Mn. Eprror: Error is not always crime, for errors in chro- 
nology are found in the works of Shakspere, contradictions 
in Pope and Milton, bad grammar in Byron, and palpable 
blunders in the writings of almost every classic celebrity, but 
very seldom do we find anything that bears a ‘comparison 


; with the writings of John Hindman, surveyor and civil en- 
Being a regular reader of the 


grand old TRUTH SEEKER, I cannot refrain from saying a few 
words to him through its columns. Last December Mr. 
Hindman requested anyone to show by diagram that the sun 
is more than 12,000 miles from the earth. He now seems to 
think that there is no such diagram extant, and he of course 
regards the figures on the sun’s distance as mere guess-work. 
That there are plenty of diagrams, etc., on the subject we 
simply refer him to Loomis’s Astronomy, pp. 219-221, or 
Steele's Astronomy, pp. 302-807, where diagrams with com- 
plete descriptions of the method of calculating the sun's dis- 
tance during the transit of Venus may be found. These 
diagrams, with explanations, would be too lengthy for pub- 
lication in Taz Trurn SEEKER without permission, at least, 
from its editor. But reference to any of tlie works of our 
late astronomers will convince him that there are diagrams 
that show the method of finding the sun’s distance, approxi- 


: mately correct (and he will please remember that that $6 


he offers will buy a good work on the subject). 

He also claims astronomy to be ''guess-work in part," 
when in fact it is one of the most certain nnd best established 
of the sciences. Speaking on this point, Steele says : ‘‘ All its 


- theories and distances are based on the most rigorous mathe- 


‘gree. 


| matical demonstrations.” That there are theories not fully es- 


tablished all will admit, but we cannot all admit that ‘‘it is 
reasonable to suppose that the earth would be void of an 
atmosphere, moving, as it does, at the rate of over 68,000 
miles per hour.” Can it be possible that friend Hindman does 
not know that the air has weight? Would not the ocean or 
the earth itself be as liable to ‘‘be left in the wake” as would 
the atmosphere? It would be easy traveling to go up ina 
balloon and wait until the earth turned the proper place under 
us; but the air having weight, it of course revolves with the 
earth, and no such cyclone ay he speaks of is produced. Again, 
knowing that the atmosphere has the same motion now, 
around the sun, that the earth has, the earth would be as 
liable to stop as would the atmosphere. This would be in 
accordance with Newton’s great law of motion that “if a 
body be in motion it will continue in motion if it be not dis- 
turbed by the action of some external force.” 

Mr. Hindman also says, ‘‘ My philosophy is that light and 
sight travel at the same speed.” What is sight but the sense 
of seeing which is produced by the light striking the retina of 
the eye, the optic nerve then trapsmitting the vibration to the 
brain? We really never see an object, but simply see the re- 
flection that the object produces on the retina of the eye. 
Indeed, the optic nerve itself is insensible to light, so sight 
exists only in the brain, and does not travel at all. Or, if we 
call it sensation, it would only travel about 100 feet per sec- 
ond, while light goes about 186,000 miles in the same time. 
But Mr. Hindman evidently does not believe that light trav- 
els, although the discovery was made 269 years ago. Before 
1617 it was considered instantaneous, but Roemer, an emi- 
nent Danish astronomer, accidentally made the discovery, 
when engaged in a series of observations on one of the moons 
of Jupiter. This moon in a certain part of its path becomes 
eclipsed to an observer on the earth, in consequence of pass- 
ing behind its planet. Knowing that the revolution of the 
moon must be performed in the sametime, Roemer supposed 
that the intervals between these invisible periods would, of 
course, be uniform. To his surprise he found that they dif- 
fered a little every time, increasing for six months (at the 
expiratión of which the eclipse was 16 minutes later than at 
first), and then decreasing at the same rate for a similar pe- 
riod, till at the end of a year he found the interval the same 
as'at first. “The conclusion was inevitable. The discrepancy 
was caused by the difference in the earth's distance. If the 
first observation was made when the earth was at that point 
of her orbit which was nearest to Jupiter, six months after- 
ward she would be at the most distant point; and the light 
from Jupiter's moon would hav to travel the whole distance 
across the orbit (about 186,000,000 miles) farther than before. 
Here was the key to a grand discovery which immortalizes 
the name of Roemer. If light was 16 minutes, or 960 sec- 
onds, in traveling 186,000,000 miles, it was easy to Hnd how 
far it travels in 1 second. 

Our friend also says that the North Star is not seen south 
of 40° south latitude. He admits the fact that when we 
travel north one degree the North Star seems to rise one de- 
Now, the North Pole points within 1} degrees of 
Polaris, and if we were at the North Pole the North Star 
would be nearly directly overhead. Starting from the pole 
and going 90 degrees south, we would, of course, be at the 
equator, while the North Star would always appear in the 
horizon. Hence, as he claims it can be seen 40° sonth of the 
equator, he is just 40°, or 2,780 miles, from ‘‘ the facts.” Or 
if he is right, the equator is 48° south latitude; and 40° plus 
90° = 180? = 1 quadrant or 520° in one circle, instead of 
360°, which is always uscd. 

Indeed, ‘‘a little knowledge is a aeaii thing,” and we 
can but think that Mr. Hindman’s opinions are mostly formed 
from some of the musty old compositions of man, and not 
from the grand and endless book of Nature, whose contents 
were written by Nature herself in indelible characters which 


no man can forge or obliterate, and the pages of which are 


equally open and free to all. Referring to one more “ point ? 
in Mr. Hindman’s last letter, we will close by first asking the 
editor to pardon the length of this communication. Among 
the things that he ‘‘ is loth” to believe, we find that light re- 
quires 60,000 years to reach us from some of the distant stars, 
when in. all probability there are stars or suns in the far-off 
regions of space whose light has not yet reached our planet, 
although they may hav existed countless millions of years; 
and may there not be others so distant that their light can 
never reach our earth on account of intervening globes or the 
resistance of that subtil ether, of the existence of which we 
are certain, although its immeasurable tenuity precludes all 
possibility of discovery? Indeed, would not this all be in 
harmony with the fact that the only limits to the grand and 
magnificent operations of nature are endless eternity and un- 
bounded space? M. R. TEESDALE. 


WAYNESBURG, March 1, 1886. 

Mr. Evrror: My uncle, Henry Luse, died of pneumonia at 
his house near Clarkesville, Pa., Jan. 27, 1886, being nearly 
fifty-six years old. He was an honest, intelligent man, well 
respected by those who knew him. He was the dupe of no 
superstition, bnt tested whatever presented itself to his mind 
in the crucible of reason. His father was a Freethinker, and 
impressed upon his mind the importance of honest investiga- 
tion as a means of intelligent belief. This early privilege of 
using his reason as the best guide, along with an inherited 
spirit of independence, soon led him to reject the popular 
faith, and defy the contumely of fanatical believers. He bat- 
tled for more than a quarter of a century in the cause of 
mental emancipation. How thoroughly he was imbued with 
the importance of untrammeled investigation may be seen in 
a provision of his will which directs that his children shall 
hav free access to the important works on both sides of all 
social, political, scientific, and religious problems. He knew 
that there was a possibility of his being wrong, and he was 


anxious that his children should not follow in his footsteps 
until convinced that they led in the right direction. .He had 
no evidence of a future life, and believed in none; yet he: 
passed calmly and peacefully into the unknown realm with- 
out fear, enjoying the conscious satisfaction of having acted, 
while living, according to his highest conception of right. 
His death was a calm, quiet, powerful refutation of the 
priestly wail, “It will do to liv by, but it won't do to die by.” 
It-will do to die by. The Christian's whole life is a direct 
preparation for death, but, alas! when he comes to die he 
realizes the vagueness and uncertainty of the faith which he 


-has fostered so long, and gleans but little satisfaction from 


reflecting that the chief aim of his life has bcen to gaina 
happy death. ‘fhe Secularist livs to make himself and oth- 
ers happy while here, and thus indirectly prepares himself 
for a peaceful ending. An unclouded conscience is the heal- 
ing balm of dcath. H. Cray Luse. 


QUITMAN, Mo., Jan. 27, 286. 

Mr. Eprror: Last night I attended church. Now, don't 
infer from this that I don’t attend church, for I attend quite 
frequently. But, as a revival is in progress at this place, and 
a few sinners hav begun to think they are in need of salva- 
tion, I thought I would write of my last night’s experience. 
Perhaps it might be well enough to say that I hav had con- 
siderable experience since I hav been the principal of the 
public schools here. 

At the time Mr. Jamieson and Miss Gardener were here 
there were many people much grieved to know that their 
** professor was a wicked Infidel,” and very recently our ex- 
perience with the school board was that Infidels could no 
longer teach school in Quitman. But to my experience last 
night. 

The preacher took his text from Gal. vi, 7-8, ‘‘ What a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap,” etc. I knew what was 
coming, and I was in no way disappointed. After discours- 
ing on Infidelity in general and to their humble servant in 
particular for about an hour, the man of God called for sin- 
ners to come to the sinners? bench and mourn. Although 
feeling myself somewhat of a sinner, I had not lost anything 
to mourn over, so I did not mourn. 

They succeeded in getting a couple of ‘‘mourners;” then, 
after considerable singing and praying, the preacher asked 
for those to stand to their feet who wished the prayers of the 
Christians. 'There were only two forsaken-looking males 
arose, and one of these had whipped his wife that morning. 
Then all those in the congregation were requested to stand 
who would pray for the penitents at seven o'clock the next 
morning. A few of the saints arose. The minister then 
made the startling announcement that God had been with us. 
You may imagin that I felt somewhat queer, as I never ex- 
pected to'sit in the same audience with Jehovah. f 

I looked about me to see if I-could get sight of the God 
who authorized slavery, waged wars of conquest, and com- 
manded the slaughter of women and children, but, not see- 
ing any one whom I could think would resemble that old 
worthy, and remembering that ** had been” was in the past 
perfect tense, I just took his word for it that he ‘‘ had been 
there," knowing from the sermon that had been preached 
that the good pastor would make no misstatements. Upon 
the whole, I thought the entertainment very good, consider- 
ing that, for once, no collection was taken up, making salva- 
tion free. But, I thought, if people acted in Paul's time as 
they do now, it was no wonder the old saint was constrained 
to say: ‘‘ We are fools for Christ's sake." 

Geo. H. Dawes. 


New Lonpon, Conn., Feb. 25, 1886. 
Mr. Eprron: Find $1, for which please send me one copy 
each of the ‘‘Christian Religion," by Ingersoll, and ‘‘ Men, 
Women, and Gods," by Helen Gardener. I wish everybody 
on earth would read Helen Gardener's book. If that could 
be done you would see superstition leaving. The only ob- 
jection I hav ever heard to her book was by a good, pious 
soul that my wife loaned it to. She soon returned it and 
said she did not think that woman was very smart to try to 
tell older people than herself what to believe. My wife is in 

a fair way to recover from the shock. J. W. STORRS. 


Soro, O., March 6, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror : Mr. Charles Watts delivered two lectures in 
this place on Thursday and Friday evenings, March 4th and 
5th. The subjects on which he spoke were ‘ Secularism : 
Destructiv and Constructiv,” and ‘‘ Unbelief: Its Nature and 
Service to Mankind.” Mr. Watts had a large and appreci- 
ativ audience to hear him on both evenings. As an evidénce 
of his success, I might state that everybody who heard him: 
the first night came back the second, and many brought their 
friends along. Mr. Watts's lectures are ona high plane of mo- 
rality. They are extremely logical, delivered in an eloquent 
manner, and his friends and foes alike praisc him for the 
spirit of fairness which is manifest in everything he utters. 
The Liberals of this locality may fairly claim as a result of 
these lectures that they now occupy higher ground in public 
favor, and the orthodox portion of our community will re- 
spect us and our opinions more than they hav heretofore 
been in the habit of doing. 'The appearance of some of the 
church-members while listening to the fair and unanswerable 
argument of Mr. Watts reminded us of a very young boy 
smoking a very strong cigar. : 

Let us hope that such. lectures will soon cease to shock 
their nerves, and that they will eventually take to Secularism 
as kindly as they now accept the results of the antislavery 
movement, which they even more vehemently denounced. 
Man speed the day when the new philosophy will reach the 
understanding of the priest-ridden people of our land. If 
we had enough men like Mr. Watts to teach Secularism we 
might soon clean up the fading shadows of Christian theolog 
and carry the war into Africa. J. M. HARRISON. 
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Children’s Qorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“t Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


The Nutting. . 


Dear Memory, swing thy censer now, 
Let purple incense rise; 

The desert sands hav ceased to flow, 

Time’s heavy hand has left my brow, 
The present from me flies. 


Back, back to childhood’s happy years, 
So full of joys, 80 free from fears 

I stand a child to-day; 
Sweet, sunny visions, simple, fair, 
Touching as some old cradle air, 

Hav swept all care away. 


The hill tops wear a hazy look ; 
The Indian summer’s here, 

The voicés of the crystal brook, 

Creeping along each pebbly nook, 
Are chiming softly clear. 


On everything a dreamy haze 
Is resting like a veil; 

The idle oxen cease to graze, 

And, in a lazy sort of maze, - 
They roam the pasture. dale. 


My mother says, “ Your tasks perform 
With careful hands and fast, 

The day is very fine and warm, 

We'll go beyond the upper farm 
To get our winter's mast.” 


O joy ! the nimble fingers fly, 
The work i8 all complete ; 

We call to her with gladsome cry 

To 8ee and praise our industry, 
That wrought the toil so fleet, 


We climb the stony brookside path 
With footsteps tripping light, 

We pass the hermit’s lonely hearth, 

To where the noisy stream in wrath 
Falls like a torrent quite. i 


Across the pretty forest glade 
We hasten on our way, 
To find the beech-treew’ thicker shade 
Beyond the talked of railroad grade, 
Where sunbeams scarcely play. 


Oh, see! here on the leafy floor 
The wealth of nuts so brown, 

Yet still, to hav a richer store, 

My brother climbs to harvest more, 
And shakes them tumbling down. 


The squirrels chatter saucily, 
And scamper right and left; 
A gray one talks with sanctity 
About the sin of robbery; 
And charges us with theft. 


At last we're tired; a pleasant sound 
Falls restful on our ears; 
It is the cry of ‘Homeward bound.” 
We leave the charming nutting-ground, 
And leave the charming years. 
Denver, Col. Mns. BucKNER-JOHNSON. | 
e 


A Ride Over the Rocky Mountains. 
Being out of employment, I, in company 
with a friend (a conductor), secured passage 
and started for the far West, to find work 
and to “grow up with the country.” On the 
mountain division of one of the Pacific rail- 
roads we found what we were seeking, and 
reported for duty. We were sent a trip over 
the mountains to learn the road before being 
_ entrusted with a train. From where we ‘got 
on board to the summit, a distance of thirty 
miles, the grade is so heavy that the huge en- 
gins that could on ordinary lines draw 150 
cars can only take from four to seven cars. 
Every few miles there are safety switches, 
to catch runaway cars, or those that may 
break from a train and go plunging down the 
mountain side. 

On mounting the engin, I was surprised 
to find it in charge of an old friend, who re- 
marked, when he learned the object of my 
trip, that he could show me more road in Tess 
time than I had ever seen before. This re- 
mark did in no wise tend to make me more 

.comfortable, for, although he was a good 
man and an able driver, he had lost his posi- 
tion where I had first known him for doing 
some very reckless work, and among his 
friends (the engineers) it was said that his 
home was in the ditch. 

The road winds along the side of the moun- 
tain under overhanging Jedges of rock, across 
trestles which span the ravines; then along 
the edge of some dark dismal gorge, where, 
hundreds of feet below, the bottom is strewn 
and piled with masses of rocks, and where no 
flower ever blooms, no ray of sunlight ever 
penetrates. I had had experience on rough 
roads; had sat on my engin and it almost on 
its end; had been mixed up with box cars, 
floating ice, and bridge timbers; had been on 
colliding steamboats, and stood by and 
worked the engins with the water waist-deep 
on the deck, and I will say that I had never 


call two first-class prairie men. 


been so filled with awe as on this morning of 
my first ride over the Rocky Mountains. 
When we arrived at the summit we took on 


scent with quite a long train. The conductor, 
three brakemen, the mountain brakeman,* 
and my friend were on the top, clinging to 
the brakes,.the engineer working steam every 
foot of the way. 

I expected him to shut off the steam and 
put the reverse lever in the back motion, or, 
by using the powerful air-brake with which 
these engins are fitted, try to control its speed. 
But no, there he sat as unconcerned as though 
at home in the midst of his family, while 
his fireman, an Irish boy with a brogue that 
would hang a man, was singing ‘‘ Sewal and 
McClosky,” while I—well, I was lost; and 
when, a few minutes later, we went rushing 
out upon the highest trestle in the United 
States (that across the O’Kief Canyon, which 
is about three hundred feet high, is built ona 
curve, and in which the largest timber is but 
eight inches square) at the rate of thirty-five 
miles per hour, I felt homesick. When we 
reached the division station I had a talk with 
my friend (the conductor), the result of which 
was that he telegraphed over the hill for two 
passes, and when the express pulled out of 
that station that evening it carried as passen- 
gers what the mountain men were pleased to 
B. I. G. 


*He is called the pilot. 


Reverie. 


The morning hours of cheerful light 
Of all the day are best, 

And as we speed our hasty flight, . 

If every hour be spent aright, 

We sweetly sink to sleep at night, 
And pleasant is our rest. : 


And life is like a summer's day, 
It seems so quickly past ; 
Youth is the morning bright and gay, 
And if ’tis spent in wisdom's way, 
We meet old age without dismay, 


And death is sweet at last. —Selected, 
Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—PROBLEM. 
A field is twelve rods square. How may 


trees can be planted in it a rod apart, putting 
none nearer the fence than half a rod? 
Wm. Soorr. 


9.—DIAMOND. 


1.-A consonant. 2.-A covering for the 
head. 3.-A month. .4.-The atmosphere. 
5.-A consonant. Centrals, read down, giv 
the name of a beautiful city of Europe. 

Lindsay, Qnt., Can. xo. M. BATESON. 


3.—OONUNDRUM: 


Vf VN 


1. Why is this girl like a sum of borrowed 
mcney? 

2. Why is she like a window pane ? 

3. Why is one of her shoes like some occu- 
pation in which she is greatly interested ? 


4.— REBUS. 


Eleven prominent cities. 


5.—PALINDROME. 
There are some people who believe 
That all mankind are sprung from Eve, 
And some may think our Palindrome 
Requires just one in Eden’s home; 
But fables false can scarce excuse 
The posers who such fictions use. 
From whom then came these various races, 
Diverse in form, hue, mind, and faces ? 


The truth and Palindrome require 
That we should mark the number higher, 
Say, two, three, four, five, six, or seven ; 


Nor mind “ the hat came from en.” | 
several more cars, and commenced the de- book t heaven 


Irwin, Ia. J. K. P. BAKER. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN THE OHILDREN’S CORNER, 
: MAROH 6, 1886. ; 
i.-Mar-Moses. 2.-The surface of liquids 
conforms exactly to the spherical figure of 
the earth. Denver being at a much greater 
altitude than New York, the surface of the 
liquid would be some flatter, so that the tub 
would not hold so much above the brim. 
4, M 
GEM. 


ED 
AID 
DE 
E $ 


5.—'' Heads on one side, tails on the other.” 
———— 9 $99 ———— — 


Correspondence. 


AnLINGTON, NEB., March 2, 1886. 
Drar Miss Wrxon: I thought I would 
write you a few lines. My pa takes THe 
TRUTH SEEKER. Ilike to read the Children's 
Corner very much. I am ten years old. I 
go to school and read in the Fourth Reader. 
Mamma bought the ‘‘Story Hour” for me. 
The stories in it are all nice, and I like to read 
them very much. It is time for me to close. 
Yours truly, JusrIN J. HAMMER. 
Logansport, IND., Feb. 29, 1886. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I would like to take 
my seat in the Children’s Corner again. I 
begin to feel at home there. My mamma 
says that there is a great fuss made about the 
new pictures in Tae TRUTH SEEKER, but 
they say nothing about the Children’s Corner, 
and she thinks it is doing more good than the 
pictures, for it is making the children feel as 
if they had something to say in the paper, 
too. I am ten years old and I read the 
Children’s Corner. With best regards, I re- 
main Your little friend, DELIA STOLL. 


Lriypsay, ONT., Feb, 16, 1886. 
Dear Miss Wixon: As it is about three 
months since I: wrote to you, I thought I 
would write again, as my last letter appeared 
in Tae TRUTH SEEKER. I received the Cal- 
endar, for which accept my thanks. It is 
quite a curiosity. I liv on a farm, about 
ree miles out of Lindsay, which is a town 
of about six thousand inhabitants. Pa ex- 
changes Tug Truro SEEKER with Mr. Good- 
win, of Lindsay, for the Investigator. Pa has 
taken Tug TRUTH SEEKER as long as I can re- 
member. I am fourteen years old to-day, 
and a stormy day itis. Iam in the Fourth 
Reader, and study geography, grammar, his- 
tory, drawing, arithmetic. I hav two miles 
to go to school. I hava nice teacher. I ob- 
tained the highest number of marks in my 

class last month. Geo. M. BATESON. 


Katamazoo, Mion., March 6, 286. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I thought I would 

write to you, because you said that every one 
was welcome to the Children’s Corner. I do 
not know what I should do if we did not take 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. I think the illustrations 
are grand. The Jonah pictures are very 
funny. Those on the front side are splendid; 
right to the point. 

think our grown up folks ‘‘sass” each 
other quite too much through Tue Truru 
SEEKER. As M. S. Gowin says, in a recent 
letter to it: * We hav enough to do to fight 
the enemy—superstition." Thay one of your 
books, ‘‘ The Story Hour,” and am very much 
pleased with it, and a little’ Liberal friend of 
mine (Nellie Bedel) had the other, '* Apples 
of Gold," and we exchanged books, and each 
of us was very much pleased with the 
other's. Inclosed find a puzzle. I did it 
myself. 

I think the TRUTH SEEKER ALMANAO, is 
ood—better than the one before. ‘‘ The 
urate of Churnside" is a splendid story. 

But I guess I will close now, as my letter is 
getting rather long. I am keeping this letter 
a secret. No one, father or mother, will 
know of it till they see it in the paper. 

Yours for liberty, science, and humanity in 

the place of slavery, theology, and God. 
Lyte GAULT. 
[We are glad to hear from Lyle. He is a 
boy of the right stamp.—Eb. C. C.] 


: Union Star, Mo., Feb. 28, 1886. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I am a reader of THE 
TRurH SEEKER and like it very much. Papa 
has taken it ever since I can remember. I 
read the Children’s Corner with pleasure. I 
thought I would try and write you a letter, if 
I can interest you, as I don’t see many little 
boys in the Correspondence. I liv on a farm 
one mile from Union Star (a little town 
situated on the C. B. & Q. R. R.). I hav one 
sister and one brother, older than I am; we 
all go to school in town. We do not farm 
any. Papa is a lawyer, has his office in town, 
so we rent the farm. I hav never tried plow- 
ing yet as I hav not been old enough. I must 
tell you about a little religious disturbance 
which occurred in our village last week. 
There came along a minister who professed 
to be sanctified. 'This did not suit the re. 
ligion of the trustees' so they locked the doors 
ofthe church on him (although the people 
were eagerto hear him). It raised a dispute 
between the people, and made hard feelings 
all around. Of course he is à '* crank," but I 
think he should hav had his rights. Well, 


I will close, as I am afraid of wearying you 
with such a long letter. If this is printed I 
will try and. write a more interesting letter 
next time. Iremain, Yours truly; 

i CHARLEY BOONE. 


of the little boys and girls. 


Westrorp, Conn., Feb. 12, 1886. 
Drax Miss Wixon: As I see so many little 
correspondents in the Children’s Corner, I 
thought I would write.a few lines to you. I 
liv on a farm in Westford near the town of 
Ashford, Conn. Iam ten years old and this 
is my first letter. Papa takes Tue TRUTH 


P.8.—I would like to correspond with some - 


SEEKER, and I love to read the Children’s ` 


Corner. If you think this worth -publishing 
I will try and write again. 


Yours respectfully, NETTIE CADY. 


Mempuis, N. Y., Feb. 21, 1886. 

Dear Miss Wixos: My grandfather takes 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER, and I read the Chil- 
dren’s Corner every week. Grandfather said 
he would like me to write a letter for the pa- 
per. I am eight years old, but thought I 
would try and do as well as the other chil- 
dren. 

I go to school, and will tell you what I 
study. I study geography, spelling, arith- 
metic, and read in a Fourth Reader and 
Monteith’s ‘‘Popular Science Reader.” We 
hv beside grandfather. Father works his 
land. We liv on one farm,*and grandfather 
and grandmother on the other. I think a 
great deal of them, and hav good times. with 
them. We all hav very pleasant homes, 
near the cars, and we are situated pleasantly. 
I hav a nice organ, and enjoy playing on. it. 
I am learning to work, so I can help grand- 
mother sometime. 


brother or sister. But I hav to take up with 
my doll. It is as big as alittle baby I saw 
the other day. 
Good-bye. I wonder how this will look 
printed. Grandfather will laugh. From | 
JuriA C. TILLEY. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


OR, 
Men or Business WHo Dip Sometuina BESIDES 
MAKIN ONEY. 


A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 
BY JAMES PARTON. 


This book contains 400 B 
treating of forty-six characters in hi 1 
helped the world; together with eight portraits. 
Mr. Parton's works need no commendation. They 
are Standard. 

Price, - - =- = - $1.25. 


Address 


ages, plainly printed, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
88 Clinton Place, New York. 


TOLPATRE’S ROMANCES 


CONTENTS : 


The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.—Zadig ; 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princess 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowns. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas.— 
The World as it_Goes.—The Black and the White. 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
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Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid pa er. With 67 
engravings. Price, cloth, bevele oards, $9.00. 
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Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


n EAU Ti j^ HorSEr« $1200 
p i 4 Noell 


* * * This marvelous house has been built moro than 
300 tines from our pans; t«s0 well plaumedthntitalforda 
ample room even for & large famity. lst fi or shown 
above; on 2d floor are 4 bed rooms and in attic 2 more. 


" 


I am the only child in , 
the family, but I do wish I had a little — 


istory who hav : 
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an important place; in the family it would be no 
less important, a8 conveying information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan Wison. 
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Poety. 


Our Minister's ‘Sermon. 


The minister said last night, says he, 

Don’t be afraid of givin 

If your life ain't worth nothin’ to other folks, 
Why, what’s the use of livin’?” 

And that’s what I say to my wife, says I, 

` There's Brown, the miserable sinner, 

He’d sooner a begger would starve than giv 
A cent toward buyin’.a dinner. 


I tell you our minister’s prime, he is. 
But I couldn't quite determin, 

When I heard him givin’ it right and left, 
Just who was hit by his sermon. 

Of course, there couldn't be no mistake 
When he talked of long-winded prayin’, 

For Peters and Johnson they sot and scowled 
At ever word he was sayin’. 

-And the minister went on to say, 

“ There's various kinds of cheatin’, 

And religion’s as good for every day 
As itis to bring to a meetin’. 

I don’t think much of that man that givs 
The loud Amens to my preachin’, 

And spends his time the followin’ week 
In cheatin’ and overreachin’,” 

I guess that dose was bitter enough 
Fora man like Jones to swallow ; 

But I noticed he didn’t open his mouth, 

. Not once, after that, to holler ; 

Hurrah, says I, for the minister— 
Of course I said it quiet— 

Giv us some more of this open talk, 
It’s very refreshin’ diet. 

The minister hit 'em every time; 
And when he spoke of fashion, 

And riggin’s out in bows and things, 
As woman's rulin’ passion, 

And comin’ to church to see the styles, 
I couldn't help a winkin’ 

And a-nudgin’ my wife, and says I, “ That’s you.” 
And I guess it sot her thinkin’. 

Says I to myself that sermon’s pat, 
But man is a queer creation, 

And Im much afraid that most of the folks 
Won't take the application. ` 

. Now, if he had said a word about. 

My personal mode of sinnin’, 

Td hav gone to work to right myself, 
And not set there a grinnin’. 

Just then the minister, says he, 

* And now I’ve come to the fellers 

Who've lost this shower by usin’ their friends 
As a sort of moral umbrellas, 

Go home,” says he, “and find your faults, 
Instead of huntin’ your brothers’, 

Go home,” says he, “and wear the coats 
You tried to fit for others.” 

My wife she nudged, and Brown he winked, 
And there were lots o’ smilin’, 

And lots o’ lookin’ at our pew— 
It sot my blood a-bilin’. 

Says I, to myself, our minister 
Is gettin’ a little bitter; 

I'll tell him, when the meetin's out, that T 
Ain't at all that kind of a critter! 
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- Book Notices. 


Baoow AND SHaxsPznE. Proof that William 
Shakspere could not write. 'The Sonnets 
written by Francis Bacon to the Earl of 
Essex and his Bride, A.D. 1590. Bacon iden- 
tified as the Concealed Poet, Ignoto, A.D. 
1589-1600. By W. H. Burr. Price 25 
cents. For sale by the Truth Seeker Co. 
With the world in general we hav admired 

and revered William Shakspere as the great- 

est and most wonderful writer that ever lived. 

We hav bowed before the shrine of his grand 

'intellect—supposed to be his—and been 

swayed and lifted by the wonderful music of 

the song of human nature as translated by a 

genius as great as itis remarkable and glo- 

rious. But now Mr. William Henry Burr 
comes out and says that the one we hav 
worshiped and glorified ‘‘ wasn’t him at all ;” 
that the real Shakspere could not write, and 
apparently brings proof enough to substantiate 

all he says in his bright little pamphlet of 48 

pages. Of course, if Shakspere could not 

write, he did not write the sonnets or the 
plays either that are attributed to him. - 

Now, it is dreadful to hav our idol popped 
off his pedestal at one fell blow, and we do 
not like to hav it done. But still, if he does 
not belong on that particular post, he ought 
to go. 

Mr. Burr does not speak without convic- 
tion and positiv proof supporting all he says. 
He brings the proofs of Shakspere’s apparent 
inability as a writer, and in his place he sets 
Francis Bacon. His arguments on Bacon’s 
side are very ingenious, and bear the stamp 
of truth and correctness, but at the same time 
we must say that Bacon’s essays and other 
writings are different. They lack the glory 
of Shakspere’s productions. We believe in 
William Henry ’Burr emphatically and al- 
ways, but we are hardly willing, even in face 
of the facts that Mr. Burr brings, to giv up 
our Shakspere yet, and shall look forward to 
the coming book of Mr. Burr with great in- 
terest, with its other facts and details of the 
. case under consideration. Everybody should 
get the pamphlet (only 25 cents) and read and 
understand for themselvs. Mr. Burr is a 
thorough worker and accomplished scholar 


p 


t state of things. 


and historian, and: all that he writes is s valu 
able and instructiv reading. 
Susan H. Wrxon. 


Sooran Wraran: The Sole Factors and Ex- 
act Ratios in Its Acquirement and Appor-- 
tionment. By J. K. Ingalls. 12mo, cloth, 

pp. 830. New York: e Truth Seeker 

Co., 88 Clinton Place. ` 

* Social Wealth," by J. K. Ingalls, is evi- 
t dently the result of profound investigation, 
careful reading, and deep thought. It em- 


‘bodies the most advanced ideas in economics : 


that hav yet developed in orderly and. ac- 
credited form. The theories of Mr. Ingalls’s 
predecessors in the science of which he is the 
latest exponent are discussed’ severally, em- 
phatically, and at tolerable length. Chief. 
yamong these are Henry George, Ricardo, 
‘McLeod, and Mallock; butscores of allusions 


Ea 


with the literature of his subject. 

Of course ‘‘capitalistic aggrandizement” 
forms the keynote of the book. Equally of 
course its motiv is the denouncing of the 
special legislation and class rule under which 
such aggrandizement -steadily increases, and 
the remedy proposed for all the evil that 
arises from it is the redistribution of land. 


he holds in common with Mr. George. ` The 
latter’s theory that ‘occupying ownership” 
should be the only synonym for possession 
meets with unqualified approval from Mr. 
Ingalls. He would make possession in the 
sense of occupany ten points of the law in- 
stead of nine, the form in which that proverb 
is considered by most people radical enough. 
To bring this Utopian state of things about, 
in which every man should till his own allot- 
ment of the soil, and -an Arcadian abundance 
and simplicity should reign over the United 
States of America, Mr. Ingalls would repeal 
at once all laws relating to the tenure of land, 
to take effect at the expiration of a term of 
years, or of the lives of the present holders, 
when Mr. Ingalls would make all land not 


‘actually occupied and used by its owner for- 


feit to the people. In addition this author 
favors the repeal of all laws discriminating 
against the worker, so that his ‘‘actual own- 
ership" in that which he has produced may 
be allowed to come into operation. 


Of an entirely different nature from *'Social 
Wealth” is ** Rational: Communism,” by “ A 
Capitalist,” though looking to the same end 


,0f beneficence to humanity. This author is 


istrongly of the opinion that Communism is 
ithe rational, practical, and probable form of 
future social life. His book opens with a de- 
tailed account of a vision in which the New 
York of the future was revealed to the ‘‘ Cap- 
italist," who was suspended during the revo- 
lution somewhere above it. The transforma- 
tion is graphically and enthusiastically re- 
counted. Not only Gotham but the Gothamites 
are transfigured in the vision, and the happi- 
ness and content that reign over the scene 
where misery and vice so successfully con- 
tend for present supremacy is presented with 
the vivid pen of an idealist reveling joyously 
through his castles in the air. Silvery lakes 
bear the usual precious happy human freight, 
woodland echoes wake to the customary joy- 
ous laugh of youth and gladness, and the 
golden sunlight slants down upon the simple 
scene as it is invariably known to do. 

There are no churches in this new Eden, 
even as there were none intheold. They are 
shown to be not only superfluous but some- 
what injurious to public morality. The high- 
ways and byways are constructed on broad 
and liberal principles. Shade-trees deck them 
all, and everywhere blooms a profusion of 
flowers. The wharves are newly built and 
the government’ newly regulated. Here and 
there are noted the ancient sites of the nine- 
teenth-century '' 
Situate, it may be gathered, upon Wall street, 
where men were wont to ruin their neighbors 
under the curious ** private property” system. 

'(The vision extends to Long Island and 
thence over the whole continent. Everywhere 
‘the results of Communistic living are the 
Same. Everywhere utility and beauty and 
the common interest are supreme. 

The author draws some startling contrasts 
between the actual and the possible in the 
chapter devoted to the ‘‘ Present External 
Appearance of Our Republic,” and discusses 
within certain limitations Mr. Spencer’s views 
as to individual progress. Here he makes the 
somewhat needless assertion thas he diverges 
from this philosopher even as the North Pole 
from the South. Nobody who is privileged 


‘to the writings of authors less prominent than- A 
these show Mr. Ingalls’s perfect familiarity |> 


schools of spoliation,” chiefly | 


‘to read his book would for an instant accuse | 


these ‘authors of similarity in their views. = 
Washington Post. 


Obituary. 

Mr. Dennis Chidester finished his earth-life 
at his home in Bangor, Mich., Feb. 19, 1886, at 
the age of sixty-three years. Mr. C. was 
widely known among the progressiv minds in 
this part of the state. He was a Spiritualist, 
still could tolerate those who lacked the evi- 
dence of a continued existence. : 

An uncompromising foe to superstition, 


always standing firm for the right, the public | 


has lost an honest member, the wife a kind 
husband, the children a loving father. The 
last sad rites were conducted by the Masonic 
order, of which he was an honored member. 

: . L.$8.B. 


e 
Ingersoll’s Tributes. 
REDUCED IN PRICE. : 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. . The titles are: 


Not the laborer’s lack of success, but his lack The Vision of War, 
| of opportunity to be successful, is the burden | 
of Mr. Ingalls’s protest against the existing |} 
Nor is this the only position | 


Tribute to his Brother, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 

Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. 

The price of these heretofore has been $1. We 
Offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 
THE FOUR FOR FIFTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

83 Clinton Pl, New York. 


LITHOGRAPHS 


CHARLES DARWIN. 


Admirers of the Great e e and practically 
the father of Evolution, wil be glad to know that 
we hav a fine lithograph of him for sale—size 
18¢x24 inches on heavy plate 9 paper. Framed, the 
Picture will make a splendid ornament for the 
parlors of Freethinker, e, 25 cents. 

dress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
M Olson P New York. 


ANEWPAMPHLET.—JUST OUT. 


ADAMI AND HEVA. 
BY S. P. PUTMAM. 


A poetic version of the Indian Story of the Gar- 
den of Eden, in which its superiority to the muti- 
lated copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. 


PRICE, 10 CENTS. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton. Place, New York. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
Youth. By Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
stition. ‘The Only Illustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children’s Story-Book everissued. 66full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heav. 
toned. paper, broad margins, uminate 

covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1.25. 


Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents, For sale at this office. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 

e Young Folks, By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for gomg masters and misses, hag 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued ata reduced, price of 
SL 25, free er postage. This new edition has a 
photo raph of the author which adds very 

much i e value of the volume. 


Blakeman’s 200 Poetical Riddles. 


Price, % cents. 
By 


The Youth’s Liberal Guide. 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger A.M. Price; $1.00., This 
volume aims at the education of youth in the 
principles of Freethought, at the same time 
that inculcates moral duties and human 
rights from a standpoìnt of pure reason and 
common sense. Address THE TRUTH 


CHRISTIANITY 


A REWARD FOR CRIME. 


Substantiated by the Bible. 
$ BY s 
O. B. WHITFORD, M. D. 
Price, 16 Cents. | Per Dozen, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
38 Union Place, New York. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it. 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents; 
trent -five co pios for $1; one hundred copies for 

e wish t hat the friends of Freethought would 
tistributo thousands of these telling pictures. 


THE MODERN BALAAM. 


Showing the Balaam of modern times to be the 
priests. Itisasplendid pictorial argument. Price, 
per dozen, 30 cents; per hundred, $1.50. . 


THE HUMBOLDT LIBRARY. 


Price 15 cents each number, unless otherwise marked. 
1. Light Science for Leisure Hours. 
natural 

tor, F.R 


2. The Forms of Water in Clouds and Rivers. Ice 
and Glaciers, 19-illustrations. By J ohn bya 


j phenomena. By Richard A. Proc- 


- dall, F.R.S. 

8. Physics, and Politics. An application of the 
principles of Natural Science to Political 

ggiety, By Walter Bagehot, Author of 

“The English Constitution.” 

. Man’s Place in Nature. 

trations. By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.8. 

. Education, Intellectual, Moral, and Physical. 
y Herbert Spencer. 

Coral Reefs. By Charles Kingsley. 

. trations.’ By Balfour Stewart, LL.D. 

E: Study of Languages, brought back to its True 

principles. By 0. Marcel. 

. The Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer. 


esc ar 9 ge e 


Numerous illustrations. By By Prof. Pietro 


a8erna. 


The Naturalist on the River Amazon. A rec- 

Ord.of 11 years’ travel. By Henry Walter 
Bates, F.L.S. Not sold separately. 

Mind and Body. The theories of their rela- 
‘tions. By Alexander Bain, LL.D. 


14. The Wonders of the Heavens, 82 illustrations, 
By Camille Flammarion. 


Longevity. The means of prolonging life after 
middie age. By John Gardner, M. MD. 


Origin of Species. By Thomas H. Huxley, 


: Progress : Its Law and Cause. With other dis- 
quisitions. By Herbert Spencer. 

. Lessons in Electricity. 60 illustrations, By 
John Tyndall, F.R.8. 

. Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. 
Richard A. Proctor. 

. Bonne of Astronomy. By R. Kalley Miller, 


. The Physical Basis of Life, with other essays. 
By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. 


. Seein 


12, 
18. 


15. 
16. 


'ord, F.R. 

. Scientific Sophisms. A 
theories concerning Atoms, Apes, and Men. 
By Samuel Wainwright, D. D. 

. Po ular Scientific Lectures. lllustrated. By 

. H. Helmholtz. 


Xford University. 

. The Evolutionist at Large. 

. History .of Landholding 
Joseph Fisher, F.R.H. 

. Fashion in Deformity, as illustrated in the 
customs of Barbarous and Civilized’ Races. 
Numerous illustrations. By William Henry 
Flower, F.R, 


By Grant Allen. 
in England. By 


illustrations. By Andrew Wilson, 

. } Study of Words. By 

Trench. 

, Hereditar Traits and other Essays. By Rich 
ard A. Proctor. . 

. Vignettes from Nature. By Grant Allen, z 

. Philosophy of Style. By Herbert Spencer. 

85. Oriental Religions. John Caird, Pres. 
Univ. Glasgow, and Others. 

36, Lectures on Evolution, Illustrated. By Prof. 

T. H. Huxley. 


37. Biz, Lectures on Light. Ilustrated. By John 
yn 
2) Ggological Sketches, By Archibald Geikie, - 


PS The Evidence of. Ore ganic Evolution. By Geo. 


. Romanes, F. 
41. Current Discussions in Science. By Ww. M. 
Williams, .S. 
42, History of the Science of Politics. By Freder- 
ick Pollock. 


48, Darwin and Humboldt. By Professor Huxley, 
Professor Agassiz, and others. 
4 Dawn, of History. By C. F. Keary, of the 
British Museum. 
Th. Ribot. Tran- 


46. Diseases of Memory. Pr 
slated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. 


47, Childhood of Religions. By Edward Clodd, 


48. Life ìn Nature. Illustrated. By Jas. Hinton. 

49. The Sun:, 
its Condition. By Judge Nathan 
Columbus, Ind. 


50.1 Money and the Mechanism of . Erohanige, 


T. Carr, 


By 


51.f Prof. W. Stanley Jevons, F.R.S. 

52. Diseases of the Will. By Th. Ribot. Trans- 
lated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. . 

53. Animal Automatism, and other Essays. By 


Prot. T. H. Huxley, F.R.8. 
54. Birth and í Growth of Myth. By Edward Clodd. 


55. Beiontitis Basis of Morals, and other. Essays. 
y William Kingdon Cliftord, F.R.S 


e idu By James Sully. 


58) The Origin of Species. 
59. Two double numbers, 30 cents each. 


60. Childhood of the World. By Edward Clodd. 


61. Miscellaneous Essays. By Richard A. Proctor. 
62. Religions Of the Ancient World. By Prof. Geo. 
Rawlinson, University of Oxford. Double 
number, 30 cents, 
68, Eon Morality. By Thomas Fowler, 
D., president of Corpus Christi College, 
xfor 
64. Die ibution of Animals and Plants. By A. 
Russel Wallace and W. T. Thiselton Dyer. 
65. Conditions of Mental Development; and other 
E8says. By Wm. Kingdon Cliff fford. 
66. Technical Education; and other Essays. By - 
Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S , 
67. The Black Death. An "Account of the Great 
Pestilence of the Fourteenth Century. By 
J. F. C. Hecker. 
68. (Special number, 10 cents.) Three Essays, by 
erbert Spencer. M 
69. (Double Number, 30 cent: d Fetichism.; A Con- 
tribution to Anthror;logy and the History 
of Religion, By Frita Schultze Ph.D, Trans- 
lated rom the German by y. Fitzgerald, - 
70. deed Speculativ and Practical By Herbert 
Spencer. 
71. Anthropology. By Daniel Wilson n D 
With Appendix on Archeology. "hy X 
; Tylor, F. 
72. a Dancing Mania of the Middle Ages. By 
F. C. Hecker, M. 
78. Eohi in History, Language, and Science. 
pour Addresses_ delivered at the London 
fast Palace School of Art, Science, and 
rature. . 
74, The Descent of Man; and selection in relation 


to Sex. By Ch arles Darwin. In 4 
15 cents each. 


TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
88 Clinton Place, New York. 


4 parts. 


. Theory of Sound in its Relation to. Music., 


By. 


review of current: 


its Constitution; its Phenomena ;, 


By Charles Darwin. 


A series of © 
amiliar essays on astronomical and other. 


With numerous illus- . 


and Thinking. By William Kingdon 


: Origin of Nations, By Prof. Geo. Rawlinson, ; 


Richard Chenevix 


` 


Nae 


Town Geology. With Appendix on Coral and -' 


s Conservation i of Energy. With numerous Illus- E 


. Facts and Fictions of Zoolo y., Numerous - l 


Ingersolls Works. 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; . cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, “The. Gods,” 
* Humboldt,” “ Thomas Paine,” “ Individual- 


ity,” and “ Heretics and Heresies.” 


‘The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: “ The, Ghosts,” * Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,” “The Déclaration of In- 
dependence,” “About Farming. in, Illinois," 
t The Grant Banquet,” “The Rev. Alexander 
Clark,” “The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream,” and ** A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll.” 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.25. XE. 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. : : ant y 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 
Der, 25 cents. dee T 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 
Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah S. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth,$1. ` 


Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10 cents, $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. . i 

Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 

,. & Number of Vital Questions. Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents; 50 

cents per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 

Millions of these should be circulated by Tee- 


! t ers. f : f 
Vindication of Thomas Paine fròm 

' the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 10 cents. à 


Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 


Large size octavo, paper, 15 cents. | 


Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 
Bound in oné yolume, To meet the demand 
for Mr, Ingersoll's works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on “ Ortho. 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in hal 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,90€ 

pages, which is sold at the exceedingly lov. 

price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. - j 


Tributes. There hav been so-many 

applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s “Tribute t 
8 Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “Gran: 

Banquet Toast,” and the recent address ove: 
“ Little Harry Miller's Grave,” that they har 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu. 
minated border, and' in large, clear type, suita. 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 
to any address, prepaid, for 50cts, or either oné 
for 15 cents. : 


The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and. 


Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true tc 
life, pres $1.50 each, Every admirer of these 
apos es of eligious Liberty should hav these 


Photogra hs of Colonel Ingersoll 
UL: oto, 22x28, $5; 10x%x1 
$5; boudoir, $13 cabinet 40 conte: card, 96 ok k 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 
. . 88 Cli York. 


J. E. Remsburg's Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 


Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen. Asa 

sionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 

e Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization ; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
Church and the Republic. 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture : Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating; Theft and Robbery; 


Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o 
Conquest and i i 


ton Place, New 


Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals ; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism ; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; [gnorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorongh work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sun ay Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 
- Babbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws. Price, 25 cents 3 six copies, $1.00. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 

* cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts, 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty, Tells the stor 
of the Author-Hero's life, delineates the lea 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 

dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 

it. Choice extracts from “Common Sense,” 

“ American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 

of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine's 

character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine, Price, paper, 50 cents; 


cloth, 75 cents. 
The Apostle of Liberty. An address 


delivered in Paine Hall. ore the N. E. Free- 
peer Convention, J anuary 29, 1884. Price, 
cents. 
For all the above Works address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
38 Clinton Place, New York. 


The Perpetual Calendar. 
Working the Year of Science 
And the Common Computations. 


An Almanac Forever 


Showing the day of the week for any day of the 
moníh for all time past and present and to come, 
and other useful information. Price, 40 cents; 
three for $1, 

s Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Canvassers address L. Martin, Brunswick, Ga. 


CTE rae mm M9 ey e 
Women Support It; What It Teaches; From 
Moses to Paul; The Fruit of the Tree of Knowl- 
edge; Knowledge Not a Crime; As Much In- 
Spired as Any of It. SE 

VICARIOUS ATONEMENT: Fear; Beginning 
to Think; Creeds; Self-Control What We Need; 
Vicarious Atonement Not a Christian Inven- 


tion; Twin Monsters from Intellectual Pig- 


———— qo 


^| watches, chains, bracelets, gold and 


| 
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1 Wott? 
tto Wettstan s 
Popular Jewelry Store, Rochelle, I. 


. Genuin diamond jewelry; fine gold and silver 
e d peted jew- 
elry, silver and plated ware, optical, art, and fancy 
‘goods, 8 oz., coin silver, Elgin watch, $9; 4 oz., 
1$10.50; 4oz., stem wind, 11 jeweled, $14.50; same, 15 
jeweled, $19; same, adjusted, $22. In filled gold 
‘cases, warranted 20 years, 7 jeweled, stem wind, 
$21; 11 jeweled, $23.50; 15 jeweled, $28; adjusted. 
$31. Best filled cases add $4.50. Ladies filled, best ' 
Gases, $20, 7; $22, 11; and $30 for 15 jeweled move- 
ments. Ladies’ solid gold; 10 k., $22, 7; $24, 11; 
/$32, 15 jewels. For 14 karat cases add $8. Gents 
-equally low. Watches cleaned, $1; springs $1; and 
returned per registered mail. Best spectacle in 
the world, $1. goods must suit or cash back. 
ff 


And what isa nicer 
present for either 
yourlady or gentle- 
man friends than 
one of my latest im- 
proved model badge 
in solid gold, artis- 
tically enameled, in 
three colors? Price, 
$3, $3.50, $4. With 
genuin diamond in 
rising sun, $8 and $10. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN 
Rochelle, Ill. 


A STANDARD MEDICAL WORK 


i | For YOUNG & MIDDLE AGED MEN 


ONLY $1 BY MAIL, POSTPAID. 
ILLUSTRATIVE SAMPLE FREE TO ALL, 


iy 


vi 


Nu WA 
A Great Medical Work on Manhood 
. Exhausted Vitality, Nervous and Physical Debil- 
ity, Premature Decline in Man, Errors of Youth, 


and the untold miseries resulting from indiscre- : 
i| tion or excesses. A book for every man, young, 


‘i| middle-aged, and old. It contains 195 prescriptions 


i| for all, acute and chronic diseases, each one of 


i| which is invaluable. So found by the author, whose 


Loue c of pees guste cr DU a ey 
May Think; Intellectual Gag-Law; The Vi- 

carious Theory the Cause of Crime; Revision; 

The Church’s Money-Box; Shall Progress Stop? 
HISTORICAL FACTS AND THEOLOGICAL 
FICTIONS: Church Fictions; Historical Facts 
—(Civilization, Comparativ Status, Women as 
Persons, Education, As Wives, Not’ Woman's 
Friend, Morals). ; 


Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 Cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


SOCIAL WEALTH: 


The Sole Factors and 
Exact Ratios in Its Acquirement and Apportionment, 


By J. K. INGALLS 


CONTENTS: Economic Schools: a brief re- 
view of their Origin and Growth; Rise and 
Growth of Capitalism; Unearned Increase: 
profit, interest, rent; Conservation of Wealth; 
Tools and Improved Machinery; The Nature of 
Wages; Private and Social Wealth; Land Own- 


PRICE, CLOTH, 


ership; Private Property in Land; Capital and 
the Productiv Factors; Partnership and Co-op- 
eration; Law of Contracts; Money and Credit; 
Of Value or Economic Ratios; Taxation as a 
Remedy; Reforms, not Remedies; Suggestions 
to Legislators; Conclusion. — 


$1.00, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 33 Clinton Place, New York City. 


ATIONAL GOMMUNISM, 


THE PRESENT 


THE FUTURE RE 


AND 


PUBLIC OF NORTH AMERICA. 
BY A CAPITALIST. 


A Book Advocating Associate Life as a Remedy for Poverty, Vice, aud Crime. It deals with 
the present conditions of society in this country, pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 
it is almost impossible that the people should be other than poor and vicious under our present sys- 
tem. The remedy, the author thinks, is in communal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of the 
future Republic of North America, as it will be when society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously and interestingly written. 

OoNTENTS: The titles of some of the chapters are: Present External Appearance of Our Re- 
public; Government and Laws; Finance; Public Improvements; Production and Distribution; 
Education; Morality and Religion; Marriage and Divorce; Life in the New Republic; Life in the 
Existing Republic; Examination of the Objections to Communism; Methods Proposed for the 
Trausition from the System of Individual Property to a System of Collectiz Property; Danger. 


Price, $1.50. j 


Published and for sale by the Truth Seeker Company, 33 Clinton Place, New York City. 


RUPTURES CUREDS 


myMedical Compound and Improved 

Elastic Supporter Truss in from 30 to 

90 days. P Mp referent given. | pu 
‘or circular, a a; 

p my advertisement. Address Capt. 


W. A. Collings, Smithville, Jefferson Co, N. Xa 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 
vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions, 
-with numerous references and citations, that 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
of ote propositions in the same book. Price 

nts. oe 


i| experience for 25 years is such as probably never 
|| before fell to the lot of any physician. 300 pages, 
bound in beautiful French muslin, embossed cov- 
ers, full gilt, guaranteed to be a finer work in every 
sense—than any other work sold in this country 
for $2.50 or the money will be refunded in ever 
instance, Price, only $1.00 by mail, post paid. 
Illustrativ sample free to anybody. Send now. 
; Gold medal awarded the author by the National 
.1 Medical Association, to the president of which, the 
Hon.P. À. Bissel, and associate officers of the Board 
the reader is respectfully referred. : 

The Science of Life should be read by the youn 
for instruction, and by the afflicted for relief. 
will benefit all.—London Lancet., 

There is no member of society to whom The 
Science of Life will not be useful, whether youth, 
parent, guardian, instructor, or clergyman.—<Argo- 


naut. 
Address the Peabody Medical Institute, or Dr.W. 
H. Parker, No, 4 allan št., Boston, Mass., who 
may be consulted on all diseases requiring, skill 
and experience. Chronic and obstinate diseases 
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Tug amount now. on hand for the Grant 


. monument is $115,880.92. 


RairzoaD strikes are ‘taking. place in: many. 
parts of the country, usually with promising. 
results. | 

Tun Rev. Oscar Brown, whose temporary” 
disappearance a short time since caused his 
friends so much uneasiness, is again missing. | 


A SEVENTEEN-YEAR-OLD boy at Osage Mis- - 
sion; Kan., last week killed his father, mother, | 
sister, and brother with a hatchet and a = 


Cuter Mauepy, of the Fourth Battalion of 
the New York fire department, lost liis life 
in a collision while going to a fire on the 12th 
inst. 

Dr.Avstin Frit, one of New. York's most: 
learned and distinguished physicians, died of 
apoplexy last Saturday. His age was seventy- 
three. 

Dempsey, of New York, and La Blanche, 
of Boston, fought a prize fight last Sunday, | 
which was won by. Dempsey in thirteen; | 
rounds. | 

Tar art collection of the late Mary. Jane 
Morgan, of New York, has just been sold at | 
public auction. The proceeds amounted to 
$1,207,052. 

Pat Forp and John Murphy were TM 
for murder at New Orleans on the 12th. They: 
had managed to procure poison from some. 
source, and both were carried to the gallows. 
unconscious. i 

Mr. O. A. Basen, a wild cowboy from. 
Texas, is surprising New York audiences by 
his skill as a pianist. He has never received; 
any instruction, but his execution is pro- 
nounced marvelous. 

TwEnty Methodist missionaries who hav! 
been in training for a few weeks, preparatory’. 
to attacking the heathen on the Congo in 
Africa, are “about to start for that land of: 
malaria and cannibals. 

Masxkep robbers overpowered aid killed a ; 
messenger and robbed a safe of $20,000 on 
the express train between Joliet and Morris, 
Il. Two men suspected of me crime hav 
been arrested at Joliet. 


Tue postmaster-general has received a let- 
ter from Cheyenne City, Wyoming, in which 
the writer confesses to thefts committed by 
himself twenty years ago. The writer signs 
himself ** A Christian.” jl 

Tae fund for Mrs. Hancock is about 
$41,000. It excites some remark that neither 
Mrs. Grant nor Mrs. Garfield has subscribed 
to the fund, though both hav been objects of 
public solicitude and are now wealthy. 


Tur Willard House in Washington has, 
been connected by a new kind of telephone 
with an office in New York. The distance 
between the two cities is 228 miles, but con- 
versation can easily be carried on from one 
to the other. 

Tn Ministers’ Association at Minneapolis, 
Minn., recently passed resolutions to with- 
draw ‘their patronage from all newspapers 
published on Sunday. . Their action has not 
as yet had the effect of stopping. the publica- 
tion of any Sunday papers. 


Tar Cunard steamer Oregon collided with 
an unknown schooner near this port last Sun- 
day, and sank in sixty feet of water. All her 
passengers and crew were saved. The 
schooner went down with all on board. The 
Oregon was valued at $1,250,000. 


Mr. Pzox, commissioner .of statistics of 
labor, says that the street-car drivers hav 
more grievances to complain of than any 
other body of workmen, and that the ** most 
illiberal, unjust, and tyrannical” manager in 
New York state is Deacon Richardson, of 
Brooklyn. 


Pastors White and Bristor, both under a 
cloud charged with criminal assault upon 
young girls, hav retired temporarily from the 
bright sunlight of publicity. Nine out of 
twelve of Pastor White's jury took the ground 
that the relations between him and his victim 
were reciprocal, and Pastor Brister is running 
about loose pending a motion of his counsel 
for change of venue. 

Tae evangelical ministers of Boston and 
vicinity last Monday invited George E. 
McNeill, district secretary of the Knights of 
Labor, to address them upon the subject, 
‘The Knights of Labor and the Labor Ques- 
tion.” Mr. McNeill told the clergymen in 
effect that he was glad to see them waking 
up on this topié of the day, as for the past 
twenty years they had been dumb on ques- 
tions touching human welfare. 


E md d uds 


business, the dollars always come to the top. 


* My motto is, * Liv and let liv,’” said the soldier, 
as he turned his back to the enemy and fied from 
the battle-field. 


AT a recent church entertainment in Surrey; 
England, the following item was seen on the pro- 
gram: “Miss Fisper— Put me in my little bed,’ 
accompanied by the cnrate.” 


-A DATLY newspaper has been started in Green- 
land. During the year when the days are three 
months long, the editor doesn’t get down to the 


office until three weeks after breakfast, and stops 


work two months before sundown. 
A Texas clergyman, about to be appointed chap- 


lain of the penitentiary,preached a farewell sēr- . 


mon to his congregation, who had treated him 
rather badly. He selected the following text: 
*T go to prepare a place for you, so that where I 
am ye may be also.” 


In reply to the New England lecturer who asks 
“What does à man owe his neighbors?" we can 
say only that it depends on whether his wife is 
one of those women who are always running over 
to the next house to borrow a cup of sugar, or an 
egg, or a wad of lard. 


"TEACHER: '*Miss Sinnico, please parse the sen- 
tence, ‘Adolphus married Caroline.'" . Miss Sin- 
nico: ** Well, ‘Adolphus’ is a noun, because it is 
the name of a thing; ‘married’is a conjunction 
because it joins Adolphus and Caroline, and ‘ Car- 
oline’ is a verb, ’cause it governs the noun.” 


lr was a smali boy from down in Maine who, 
visiting his Boston relativs lately, was asked about 
his school, his progress in his classes, etc. “I can't 
thpel worth a thent,” said the Maine youngster, 
“and tho I hav to thtay at the foot, but [very 
proudly) I’ve got the biggetht feet in the clath !” 


SAMPLE STREET GREETINGS. 
** Well, how are you 2” 
“Well. How are you?” 
“Wel. How are the folks?” 
“Wel. How are yours?” 
“Well. Cold enough?” 
“ Well, I should smile.” 
** Well, so long.” 
** Well, good-by.” 


ONE of the finest qualities of “‘Red-Handed 
Rufe,” or any other wild, Western hero who 
whacks bulls, scalps Indians, writes poetry, and 
goes play-actin’ on the stage, is his ability to drop 
slang and adopt fine talk when he shifts from the 
commonplace to the *pothetic." * Waugh !” says 
the scout, patting old Killsure as he cut another 
notch in the stock, “t thar’s another blank blanked 
greaser wiped out, an’ thar’s anotherun agoin’ to 


| through the swaying pines, 


W do 8 and religion ar ‘miked: to. ether in: 
mawn dollar gi : E: ‘| ows ‘of the mighty canyons, and the storms that 


foller.him right soon. Dod rot my etarnal feelins ; 


ef I ain't goin’ to foller this hyar trail tell it ends 
in a pool of blood. Fur I wasn't allus jest this 


way, stranger; but'when the dog-blamed skunks | 


run away weth the gal I cottoned to, the purest, 
loveliest being that ever robed her womanhood 


with the beauty of the angels, I wrote her name f 


.“ Caley M——!" he replied with emphasis. 


across ‘ine’ hearts duid with: a’ pen vs iron burnt 
“R-r-revénge ‘above it! And the sighing night- 
winds: wandering with complaining cadences 
.the murmuring 
streams.that go singing down in the sunless shad- 


shriek and roar throtgh forest and ravine, ever 
and always sing to me the one unchanging theme, 
Amita and Revenge. Waugh !” 

“ Can I tell when the millennium will come,” my 
son? Indeed I can. It won't come at all. You 
can just stake your happiness on that. The mil- 
lennium doesn’t come to us; we go to the millen- 
nium cr we don’t, as the case may be, but in. any 
event it won’t come to us. I think I hav known 
some people who hav already walked in the first 
years of it, and I know some men who, if they lived 
for ten million years, would never catch up with 
it, or, if they did, they'd dive clear under it. 

Tue Minneapolis Tribune says: The telegraph 
recently apprised us of the remarkable fact that a 
matron in Valladolid had given birth to seven 
babies—three pairs of twins and one to carry, as it 
were. Our poet happened to see the article, and 
burst forth into a verse as follows: 

A man down Valladolid, 
Lepged and yearned for a promising kid, 
en his wife gave him seven 
He shouted “Great heaven! ! 
Maria, just see what you’ve dia! 
I’m glad it is going, its blowing and snowing, 

Its cold waves and blizzards, its ices and frosts; 
For it all there’s no knowing just what I am owing, 

"Tis only a youngster can guess what it costs. 

For midwinter sleighing comes higher than May- 
ing, 

A sail on the river costs less than a ball. 

When the opera’s playing the fiddler you're paying, 

But a picnic in August costs nothing at all. 

Tm tired of its dancing, its lancers and prancing, 

Its “Tuesdays,” * At homes,” and its "Five 

o’clock teas,” 
Its social romancing, its gossip entrancing, 

I sigh for the desert, to liv.as I please. 
And now I affirm it, and time will confirm it, 

Tm so tired and poor that my sins I'll repent, 
And I'll be, as they term it, a pious old hermit— 

The holiest man on the earth—during Lent. 

Tue following very good story is told as having 
actualjy occurred ini a Sunday-school on the east 
side in this village. Of course, a8 Professor Shep- 
pard would say, the point of the story could not 
be applied to any good Samaritan in Saratoga. It 
might do in Schenectady or Amsterdam, or possi- 
blyin Albany. The teacher was testing her small 
pupils a8 to their understanding of what consti- 
tuted'a good Christian, when one of them, whom 
we will call Avery, with his face.aglow with knowl- 
edge struggling for expression, ejaculated : “Say, 
teacher, I know who is a good Christian.” ‘ Well,” 
replied the teacher, * who is a good Christian? 
“Well, 
tell us why you think he is a good Christian,” said 
the teacher. 
don't want he givs it to me!” 
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“Cos whenever he has anything he 


which; II "hülock the shackles at creeds; and ` 


unite the people: 


ae 


f the earth i ina common bond of 


o ‘Duara the poor man’s dearest friend, 
i The kindest and the best ! 
us Welcome: the hour my aged limbs 
"^ Ave laid with thee at rest. 
The great, the wealthy fear thy blow 
: From pómp and pleasure torn, 
Ey But ob! a blest relief to those 


‘Who; weary-laden, mourn. ‘ — Burns; 


WHATEYER- “may be the case respecting the 
alleged decline of individuality, and the increasing 


atin religious’ “matters public opinion 
coming more liberal. The legal 
our, ignorant &nd intolerant an- 
upon whoever differed from therh- 
me of them repealed,’ and some of 
Not only hav we ceased to murder 
; who disagree with ug, but, strange. 
sven recognized their claim to polit- 
fell as to-civil equi . . We 
5 every reason to cong intulate our- 


E i dubti! 


or torture 
to say; we. ha j 
icali tights $ s 
-hay, therefo 


selys on having: outlived the reign of open persecu- : 


I athers committed in the name of 
uld not now be perpetrated, and that it 
sible to punish aman merely be- 


| Wei, suppose | life bea desert? There aré balt- 3 


| ing-places,; and Shades, and refreshing waters; let 


ae satiny: onward. —Thackeray. 


: que therefore, no thought for the morrow, for | 


tyranny. of custom, . there can, at all events, be. 
d thi 


z 


:u8 profit by | ihem to-day. We know that we must. 
x arch’ on: When :to-morrow comes, and tramp on . 


the morrow shall take thought for the things of 


itself, ‘Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. 
—Hatt. D 84, 


AND lead us not into — but deliver us i. 


from evil, O. V.; and bring us not into temptation, 
_ but deliver us from ‘the evil one, N. V.—HMatt. vi, 13. 


i 
| Saran was.a personage of supreme importance. 


With the old church fathers, as indeed he still is 
i with no small numbers of modern theologians. 
4 They saw him and his bad influence everywhere; 
i as they àre;still seen by multitudes. Hence the in- 


, credibly superstitious notions which the same. 
fathers held respecting the actual-present exercise ` 
` of diabolical agency in their own day, and in some : 


cases, as they believed, under their own eyes. 
[ jone may see the evidence of this by referring to an 


‘easily accessible book, Conyers Middleton on the . ‘i 


Any: 5, 


'Miraeulous Powers, in which is shown, by the. 
filemon of their words, that the fathers held the ' 


belief in Satan in the most gross and superstitious 
form. : They make statements on the subject 


which are incredible, and could only proceed from . 
ignorant and inconsiderate men. Asa matter of - 


‘course the Greek fathers read the Lord's Prayer 
by the lurid light of such ideas. But these 
same fathers were not infallible. They were very 


much: the contrary, and the: probablity is, when `.” 


‘all the considerations bearing upon the subject are 
duly weighed, that the fathers were wrong, and 
that they were simply misled to interpret the words 
as they did by the superstition of their times, the 
burden of which weighed 80 heavily on themselvs. 
—&G. Vance Smith. 


[NorE.—We hav got a little beyond being very 
curious about the curing of épileptics, demoniacs, 
lunatics, or about casting devils out of Magdalenes 
or into swine, but Middleton’s works divided 
public attention with the early volumes of Gib- 


bon’s ** Decline and Fall,” and they are still worth . . 


reading by those who hav a taste for antiquarian’ 
inquiries. Chambers’s Encyclopedia says of them, 
* Al] Middleton's pamphlets, treatises, eto., were 
collected and published under the title of ‘Miscel- 
laneous Works' (4 vols, London, 1752-1757), and con- 
tain much that is curious and valuable on Hheolog- 
ical and antiquarian topics.”—C.1. 
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Ir thou art worn and hard beset 
With sorrow, that thou wouldst forget; 
Xf thou wouldst read a lesson, that will keep 
Thy heart from fainting and thy soul from sleep; 
Go to the woods and hills! No tears 
Dim the sweet look that nature wears. 

— Longfellow, 


Ir we make our belief in the doctrin of the im- 
mortality of the soul depend upon assertions. con- 
tained in books regarded as sacred, it will follow 
that whenever these books lose their influence, the 
doctrin will bein peril. The basis being impaired, 
the superstructure will tumble. It may well be 
that, in the march of ages, every definit and writ- 
ten creed now existing is destined to die out, and 
to be succeeded by better ones. The world has 
seen the beginning of them, and we hav no surety 
that it will not see the end of them. Everything 
which isessentialto the human mind must survive 


all the shocks and vicissitudes of time, and: dog- ` 


mas, which the mind once did without, cannot be 
essential to it.—Buckle’s Essays. 


WHERESOEVER the carcase is, there will the 
eagles be gathered together. — Matt. xxiv, 20. 
Wheresoever the body is, thither 
be gathered together.—Luke xvii, 


3 


WnmurnE'ER ye shed the honey; the buzzing flies . ' 


will crowd ; 

Where'er ye fling the carrion, the raven’s croak is 
loud; 

Where'er down Tiber garbage floats, the gr eedy 
pike ye 8ee; 


And whereso’er such lord is found, such client > 


still will be. - —Macaulay’s Virginia. 


Every plant which my heavenly father hath not ` 


planted shall be rooted up.—Jesus. 


AT present let us remove what is bad, which 


must always be done before good of any kind can 


spring up.—W. S. Landro, 


the eagles ` 
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` dilofes and Clippings. 


Tur city courts of Philadelphia granted 24 
divorces one day last week. The Press of 
that city says this is one branch of trade that 
enjoys all the exhilarating vivacity of & con- 

` stant boom. 
` More than fifty years ago the Christians of 
Connecticut persecuted Prudence Crandall 
for teaching colored children in Canterbury, 
and now a strong effort to induce the legisla- 


ture to indemnify her for damages inflicted 


then seems likely to fail. 

Tue season of Lent is being somewhat ex- 
tensivly observed by those who believe in that 
sort of fol-de-rol. The custom of keeping 
Lent ‘arises from the alleged forty days’ fast 
of Christ. The forty-two days’ fast-of Dr. 


- ‘Tanner has nothing to do with the case. 


. Somusopy has discovered that this is a re- 
markable yearfor Fridays. It came in ona 
Friday, will go out on a Friday, and will hav 
fifty-three Fridays. There are four monthsin 
“ year that hav five Fridays each; changes of 
the moon occur five times on a Friday, and 
the longest and shortest day of the year each 
falls on a Friday. 
1 A POSTAL clerk who stole $140 twenty 
; years ago has sent $145. to the post-office de- 
partment. He signs himself “ A Christian,” 
and postscribes: ‘‘I am sending $5 extra.” 
This excellent Christian, comments the Balti- 
` more American, should know that the ordi- 
Bary interest for the twenty years he has had 
that money amounts to $168. At compound 
_ interest it would be much more. And yet he 
`- pends $5 extra! His conscience needs recon- 
struction. 


Tue chief attraction at agricultural fairs 
where church-members congregate is the trot- 
ting race. It is a striking fact that the two 
largest. church contributions, Mr. Vander- 
bilt’s $100,000 to the Moravian church at 
New Dorp and Mr. Bonner’s $125,000 to Dr. 
John Hall’s church on Fifth avenue, should 
hav been made by the former and late owner 
of Maud S., neither of whom ever drove out 
on Sunday. 


A PROPOSITION to abolish “Feast Day" is 
being agitated in Boston. If this fell reform 
is carried out, the New England boy will no 
longer hav a fixed date to begin playing ball, 
and his mother will not know when to look 
for early shad. "Unless this irreverent spirit 
of iconoclasm is promptly sat down upon, we 
shall not be surprised to hear that some dar- 
ing soul has ventured, even in sight of Boston 
Common and its historic frog pond, to speak 
disrespectfully of brown bread and baked 
beans. f 


Davin MILLER, of Westville, two miles from 
New Haven, Conn., committed suicide March 
12th in a peculiar manner. At 4:30 r.m. his 
mother found his dead body in the woods, 
about three hundred feet back of the house. 
He had cut a stick, and made a niche in it to 
fit the trigger of his gun. Then, lying full 
length on his back, and steadying the gun 
with his left hand, he pulled the trigger with 
his right, discharging four fingers of coarse 
shot into his head; which he had raised on & 
level with the gun-barrel. The. upper part of 
his head had been shot completely away. 
Religious excitement was the cause of the su- 
icide. Miller had been a frequent attendant 
at the Salvation Army meetings, aud there 
experienced religion. 


ExizapetnH Capy STANTON has written a 
letter to Rose Elizabeth Cleveland asking her 
to use her influence as “first lady” of the 
land to reform the low-necked style of dress- 
ing, or undressing, prevalent among society 
women. Miss Cleveland writes that she is in 
favor of bare arms and of decolleté dresses, 
but holds that there is a distinct line between 
the neck and the “ bust,” beyond which it is 
not in good taste to go. 


TweLvE years ago Henry J. Durstock, of 
Covington, Ky., became helpless from a 
Stroke of paralysis, and the doctors said he 
could not be cured. Several weeks ago his 
pastor, Father Baumeister, got some of the 
holy water of Lourdes, France, and Henry 
began taking it in daily doses of one drop, 
the priest praying with him daily. Last week 
Wednesday the invalid said he could get up. 
A suit of his brother’s clothes was brought, 
and he arose and dressed himself and dined 
with his family. He will probably survive 
until the fool-killer makes his next visit. 


Onr aspect of some ‘‘religious” journalism 
is thus presented by the Hartford Courant: 
“The representativ of one of the great so- 
called religious papers of the country called 
at the office of one of our large Connecticut 
factories and offered as a personal favor to 
write up the whole concern in big shape for 
$1,000. 'The offer was declined in the same 
noble spirit of self-sacrifice with which it was 
made. Then it was renewed at $500 (under 
request for secrecy if accepted). This was 
declined, too, and the religious representativ 
knocked himself down, step by step, until, 
while his first.-demand was for $1,000, his last 
offer was to do it all for nothing if they‘would 
take fifty copies of the paper containing the 


proposed article. And they wouldn’t accept 
that; they didn’t so much object to being 
written up, but they didn’t know what to do, 
they said, with the fifty papers." ` 

Tue fruit production of California is some- 
thing wonderful. During 1885 she produced 
in raisins over 9,000,500 pounds, or nearly 
three times as much as in 1884. She also sent 
to market last year 1,500,000 pounds of 
prunes, 1,823,000 pounds of apples, 1,900,000 
pounds of peaches, 1,139,000 pounds of 
plums, 650,000 pounds of. apricots, 2,250,000 
pounds of honey, 1,250,000 pounds of wal- 
nuts, and 1,050,000 pounds of almonds. - 


ATTENTION İs called to the fact that Prohi- 
bition has a very serious effect upon the 
health of the communities in which it is pro- 
claimed. The town of Saco, Me., has a pop- 


ulation of only about six thousand, and no 


liquor can be sold there except for medicinal 

or mechanical purposes. There is but one 

supply agency in Saco, and the statistics show _ 
that sixteen thousand prescriptions were put 

up at this shop in about six months. This 

argues wretched health on the part of Saco. 


TarMaAGE says that the law of supply and 
demand is the ‘‘most cruel and infernal law 
with which the human race has ever been 
afflicted,” while the Rev. Mr. Mallory claims 
that it is an “enactment of the supreme law- 
giver,” whoever that legislator may be. John 
Swinton remarks: ‘‘The differences of opin- 
ion between the two sacred oracles on this 
subject are extreme and violent; and we wish 
they would hire a hall and show us which of 
them can quickest scale the skies to ascertain 
whether the Brooklyn Presbyterian or the 
New York Episcopalian has got nearest to 
the truth.” 
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Communications. 


An Examination of Church History. 

BEING LETTERS TO A CATHOLIC.—x. 

Frrenp D. C.: I will now call your attention to the 
sacrament of matrimony. Of course you believe that 
it was instituted by Jesus, and it is not my purpose 
to attempt your enlightenment on that point. I 

_ merely desire to look at it practically, and see if it 
will recommend itself to an outsider as of divine 
origin. 

In September, 1885, I cut the following from a 
New York paper: 

The London World says the cost of obtaining the pope’s 
dispensation to the marriage between Prince Waldemar of 
Denmark and Princess Marie of Orleans was £5,000. Its 
most important conditions are that the daughters who ma; 
be born of the marriage are to be brought up in the Catholic 
faith, but the sons as Protestants. 

Of course the high contracting parties, and their 
agents, are the only ones who can positivly testify to 
the truth of the monetary part of the contract, but 
the rest is history. Charges of like nature hav been 
brought against your popes on numerous occasions, 
&nd your elergy hav always claimed them to be lies, 
manufactured by Infidels, or instigated by the devil. 
Ask one of your theologians by what divine right 
your pope has the power to make conditions which, 
if your church be true, will consign to hell one por- 
tion of a family, and secure the salvation of the 
balance. If the Holy Ghost has whispered in his 
ear either that there will be no issue, or that all the 
children will be females, then the holy father has ob- 
tained money under false pretenses. It is not a fair 
business transaction. The husband is taking chances 
for male issue, and the pope, knowing there will be 
none, has taken his money. It is a skin game. 

But if the Holy Ghost don't know, or, knowing, 
has not informed the pope, then it is à gambling 
compact, and, if there be a book of fate, you will find 
it recorded thus: “For and in consideration of the 
sum of £5,000 lawful money of England, to me in 
hand paid by , the receipt of which I hereby ac- 
knowledge, I, Leo XIIL, sovereign pontiff of the 
holy Roman and apostolic church, founded by Jesus 
Christ for the salvation of souls, do hereby, by the 
power in me invested, consign to your satanic maj- 
esty the immortal souls of ——, and ——, and ——,” 
etc. 

This is one side of your sacrament, let us look at 
another. I cannot giv names, you will recognize the 
initials. 

You remember L N——, who married S 5 
she a Catholic, he a Protestant. A dispensation was 
obtained from Rome, and Archbishop Hughes per- 
formed the ceremony. Things went on well for a 
time, then the husband took to drink and fast women. 
The wife suffered in silence, and, woman-like, tried to 
shield her husband, the father of her child, from the 
sneers of the world. Time and again she threatened 
to leave him, but the bonds of your sacrament held 
her tightly, and she was as often driven back to his 
arms, for your church makes the wife subservient to 
the husband, and, no matter how brutal he may be, 
any refusal on her part to satisfy his desires is a mor- 
tal sin. A second and, if I mistake not, a third child 
were born to her. Unable any longer to liv with 
him, she obtained from the church what is called a 
separation. Strange as it may appear, she did this at 
the earnest solicitation of her mother-in-law. 

Time passed. She met one whom she could love 
—one whom she could trust—but she could not 
marry him. Your sacrament prevented her. It had 
been instituted by Jesus himself, and although he had 
advised a divorce only in cases of adultery, yet your 
infallible popes, with a wisdom superior to the God- 
head, had decreed that in thus advising Jesus had 
erred. 

' One day, in a conversation with her mother-in-law, 
she was informed that her husband had never been 
baptized. This was delightful news. As a good 
Catholic, she now knew she was free, and hied away 
to a priest, gave the necessary information, the papers 
were made out, and, as far as the church was con- 
cerned, she was a free woman. The law soon re- 
leased her from the legal bonds, and she married the 
man of her choice. 

But what does all this prove? say you. It proves 
that if the husband had had a little water sprinkled 
over him, no matter what a scoundrel he might be, 
your church would not hav released the bonds; fail- 
ing in this sprinkling, the wife was free. But at 
what a cost! admitting she had lived in adultery 
with her presumed husband, and that her children 
were illegitimate. 

Is this the ennobling religion you talk so much 
about? Is this the sacrament instituted by your very 
God? Faugh! One well-authenticated instance 
such as this makes that sacrament stink in the nos- 
trils of decent people. 

Do you need another instance of how this sacra- 
ment worked? It happened, I shame to say, among 
my own relativs. 

One of them had a large family, and among the 


children was a boy whofrom birth had been of 
unsound mind. When he had attained -about 
twenty-five years, the father was advised to hav him 
sent to an asylum, but, as he was not dangerous, the 
advice, unfortunately, was not followed. ; 

In this poor lad the animal predominated, and one 
day a certain clergyman took advantage of it, and 
married him to a woman of unsavory reputation, the 
mother of several children, and, as rumor has it (for 
this, of course, T11 not vouch), one of them resembled 
the reverend gentleman. The family were stricken 
with shame on receiving news of this fearful blow, 
and I, accompanied by the poor boy’s brother, called 
on the reverend scoundrel to find out the particulars. 
We were assured that the marriage was correct in 
every detail, and, complacently settling himself in a 
comfortable arm-chair, he facetiously added, *I did 
the job, and tied them fast." If I had had my way 


J | there would hav been another “winged pauper,’ but 


more prudent counsels prevailed, the matter was 
hushed up, and in a few years the poor imbecil died. 

Icould giv many instances within my own circle 
of acquaintances of how this sacrament works, but 
these two are sufficient to illustrate my point. 

Now let us glance at the sacrament of holy orders, 
which places one class so much in advance of all the 
others. I wil giv you an instance that happened 
not many years ago, and of which you are well aware. 
Scene—a church not à hundred miles from the corner 
of 105th street and Second avenue. 

There was a professional gentleman who had occu- 
pied a government position. Rumor had it that he 
had lost his place owing to his strict adherence to 
your faith. Be that as it may, he lost it, and came 
to your city to build up a practice, where I was in- 
troduced to him by a relativ, who lived in his neigh- 
borhood. He located up-town, and went to the 
church in question, but, as he felt that his means 
would not warrant the taking of an entire pew, he 
engaged only one seat. When there was a collection 
he gave as far as his means would allow, and was to 
all intents and purposes as good as the best. Bui 
the pastor thought otherwise, and stated to certain 
of his confidants that the doctor was a mean man, 
and he would drive him out of the parish. 

You know one of the rules of your church is that 
a priest is not,obliged to visit a sick person after a 
certain hour at night unless the demand is accom- 
panied by what is called “ doctors’ lines," or a state- 
ment from the doctor that the patient is seriously ill 
and in immediate need of spiritual consolation. 
Well, whenever the lines from this doctor were pre- 
sented, the messenger was abruptly dismissed, the 
priest saying : “I do not recognize Dr. . He 
is no doctor. Understand me plainly, I'll not attend 
any calls signed by this man." Of course, under 
these circumstances, the practice of the doctor among 
8 certain class visibly diminished, but being a really 
good physician, and as he was still gaining a living, 
he concluded to remain. 

One Sunday morning at early mass, the congrega- 
lion were edified by hearing a long tirade against the 
doctor, and although names were not used, a direct 
charge was made from the altar that his daughter 
was illegitimate. Some say the mother alone was 
present; others that the daughter, a lovely and love- 
able young lady, was also there. Be that as it may, 
the shaft struck. The young woman was avoided by 
her companions, sickness ensued, and the doctor fol- 
lowed her to the grave. The mother did not long 
survive her daughter. 

Staggering under this double blow, he prepared 
charges, and many affidavits (twelve, I believe) were 
taken of parties who had been present and heard the 
pastor make the charge. 

He called on the cardinal, was politely referred to 
his secretary; thence to the various vicars-general, 
and after thus tossing about for along time, was ad- 
vised that nothing could be done, and begged as a 
good son of the church not to pursue the matter 
further, but leave it in the hands of Almighty God, 
who in his own good time would right it. This he 
was obliged to do. The cardinal either would not or 
could not help him, and he did not care to bring a 
scandal on the church by a public trial. 

Whether God Almighty had any hand in the 
sequel I don't know, but the visible agency was rum. 

Some months afterward there was a fair at the 
academy, and among others this pastor came. He 
was under the influence of liquor and made himself 
so obnoxious that one of these same vicars-general 
felt obliged to advise him to go home. What was 
his answer? ‘Go to hell.” He had been educated, 
as I understand, at Rome, and was so accustomed to 
hear the “anathema sit" of the holy father that it 
came involuntarily to his lips. . 

His friends took him away. In afew days charges 
were preferred against him, and an ecclesiastical 
council sentenced him to be unfrocked. 2 

Served him right, say you. Amen, say L But 
what is the moral? Here is a man who outrages all 
the usages of society; deliberately plans the ruination 
of a man’s business; failing in that, becomes morally 
responsible for the death of his wife and daughter, 
and nothing can be done with him because he has re- 


ceived one of. your sacraments and been anointed 
with a little grease. But the moment he insults— : 
mind, only insults—another whose grease is a little ' 
more holy than his, then he is punished. 

I could multiply instances. if I chose, as I hav a 
rare collection of them, and it might be very edifying 
for the pious Catholics of your city to know some- 
thing of the early career of the reverend Jesuit. 
; who is now posing as a saint in embryo, 
and I feel sure they would not consider themselvs. 
perfectly safe in allowing their young daughters to 
crowd his confessional box. 

I tell you, my friend, this country is no place for a 
privileged class. It would not take many instances 
such as this to cause even Catholics to rise up and 
drive them into the sea. You once told me of an 
instance happening in South America, where you saw 
a priest, immediately after celebrating mass, with his 
garments still damp with the aspersions of holy wa-. 
ter, and the body and blood of his God undigested, 
hie himself to a cock-pit, and with a pair of favorit 
chickens gamble away the pious offerings of the 
faithful. You deplored it. But the fact remains, 

` I hav seen chains stretched across thé entrance of 
one of your churches, to prevent those who should 
go into a side aisle from contaminating their richer 
and consequently more favored co-religionists of: the 
middle aisle. ‘And quite frequently I hav noticed 
poor women kneeling outside your churches, telling 
their beads and saying their prayers. They could 
not enter,as they did not hav the change, and on one 
of these occasions I gave a poor old cripple a dime to 
pay her entrance fee. Just think of it—she could 
not hav entered the presence of her God if it had not 
been for the generosity of an Infidel. And “this is 
Christianity. 

One of the reforms most urgently demanded by all 
the Catholic powers at the Council of Trent was that 
the charges made for the administering of the sacra- 
ments should be abolished. Cardinal del Monte, 
afterward Julius III., advocated it very strongly and 
presented a bill “that the administration of the sac- 
raments should be gratuitous,” basing it on the gos- 
pel saying, “Freely ye hav received; freely giv.” It 
is uncertain what caused Del-Monte to father this 
bill while cardinal, for he opposed it when he 
ascended the papal see. As there was much at stake, 
the opposition was great, and it was deemed impol- 
itic to press it to a vote. So it remains an unsettled 
question. However, you know that when you desiré 
a special mass you must pay for it, otherwise the ` 
party you wish prayed for will only be mentioned by 
the priest. 

One of my servants lost a little brother, and for the 
twelve succeeding months she had a mass gaid for 
him. They were called, if I mistake not, * months’ 
mind,” and each one cost her five dollars. She came 
regularly to me for a $5 bill, and on questioning her 
Iwas told this. So, to test it, on one occasion I gave 
her a check, and I saw from its indorsement to whom 
it had been given. This satisfied me. 

I know that when a rich man’s child is to be purged 
from original sin, the church is lighted, altar boys 
are in attendance with candles, and the child receives 
all the extras, because the money donation is sup- 
posed to be in proportion to the holy outlay. And 
on one occasion I escaped being a godfather only 
because I was not one of the faithful. I was nearly 
caught, though, for the priest, thinking because I was 
well dressed I might do the handsome thing, insisted 
that as my cousin, the godmother, was a good Cath- 
olic, I could serve—but I declined the responsibility. 

Now take the same ceremony with a poor child— 
one candle, words mumbled and hurried pocketing of 
the fee, and off he goes like a shot. There is only 
one dollar in it, and time is precious. Mind, I don’t 
mean to say that a priest would absolutely refuse to 
baptize a child unless a fee were paid, but he would 
make it so uncomfortable for the parents that they 
would prefer selling their clothes and raising the 
money. I could, if I chose, giv an instance to the 
point, in which a relation of yours figured, where a 
poor mother, deserted by her husband, and with five 
children at home, wus trusted till she could obtain 
the money. Of course I should not hav known of 
this, and I admit I would not hav believed it, if your 
relativ had not mentioned the transaction to us both. 


Among the many acts of rascality committed by >- 


your church, none surpassed that of the “ Donation 
of Constantine.” For centuries the temporal power 
was based on a document which your writers now ad- 
mit to hav been forged, and the ‘iapal anathemas 
were thundered against those who : tempted to even 
question the right of the holy see. Entire countries 
were donated to favorits, and the slightest attempt at 
expostulation by the enslaved people was visited with 
ecclesiastical censure. 

You, my friend, the son of an Irishman, should 
not be ignorant of the history of your own people. 
Once they were free, happy, prosperous, and their 
manufactures, world-renowned, made your little « 
island one of the richest on the globe. The arts and 
sciences flourished, and the many institutions of 
learning made Ireland the pride of . Christendom. 
But Pope Adrian IV. changed all this, for in 1155 he 


n 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MARCH 27, 1886. 


195 


presented her to Henry IL, and one of his succes- 
sors indorsed the gift by re-deeding her again to Queen 
- Mary, wife of Philip. 
` For hundreds of years your once happy country 
was the scene of outrages almost unparalelled in his- 
tory, and to-day Protestant England lords it over 
Catholic Ireland and points to your infallible popes 
as the prime cause. 
e hav.a case nearer our own times. When Cath- 
olie Poland, bleeding at every pore, rose against her 
Russian tyrant, she naturally looked to Rome for 
sympathy. But Austria, on one side, and France, on 
the other, were threatening the Papal States, and 
Gregory XVI., to save his temporal power, entered 
. into an alliance with Russia, and in 1832 issued his 
bull recognizing the czar as the legitimate sovereign 
of Poland; anathematized all Catholic Poles who dis- 
puted it ; called their leaders “lying prophets whose 
mischievousness and perfidy ought, in fine, to be ex- 
posed,” and the various Catholic papers, taking their 
cue from this, joined in the hue and cry, and branded 
as noble a band of patriots as the world ever saw 
with the epithet of “ brigands,” 
My friend, to the dirty, greasy Italians all are 
.pagans except the inhabitants of the Eternal City. 
They laugh at, sneer, and insult you, and I will show 
how and where. When Bishop John Conroy, of Al- 
bany, was deemed incapable of performing the duties 
: of the episcopate, McNierney, the cardinal's secretary, 
was sent, ostensibly to assist, in reality to succeed 
' him, and was consecrated bishop in partibus infidel- 
. tum, The good Catholics of Albany assisted at the 
ceremony, and the old Knickerbocker families, who 
are too proud to visit with the common herd, received 
this new bishop, little thinking that in so doing they 
accepted the title of pagans, by which they had been 
dubbed by a parcel of Italian lazzaroni. 
` I always blamed Cardinal McCloskey for this, as 
Albany had been the seat of his early labors, and its 
people, regardless of creed, had helped him build up 
the diocese. But on the burial of this “lady bishop,” 
as his people loved to call him, I found that he also 
had been subjected to a like insult, as the pope, 


although he had 365 churches to select from, could | 


not spare for the first cardinal of America anything 
but an old pagan temple—‘ Holy Mary Supra Min- 
erva"— which had been cleansed of its heathenism 
by the aid of a little holy water. Orate fratres/ 


(TO BE CONCLUDED NEXT WEEK.) 
a a a 


Mr. Dana, Mr. Slocum. 


To tHe Eprror or THE New York Son, Sir: Ina 
late editorial, entitled, “ Three Articles,” you say in 
regard to Professor Huxley, who furnished the Wine- 
teenth Century with one of the “three articles” 
alluded to by you, “If he is right, our whole religion 
is based on nothing but superstition ;” and you say it 
as though it never before occurred to you that such 
was the case, and evidence such as hidebound Chris- 
tians only will dispute, but cannot refute, staring you 
in the face from the apex of the time-honored rock of 
ages away back in the vista of the past. Now, let me 
respectfully ask you if you think our religion is based 
on any solider foundation than that of superstition. 

The bed-rock of Christian theology (mythology) is 
the Bible, a book which deals largely in supernatur- 
alism, the belief in which is superstition; and which 
supernaturalism has not the merit of being original, 
having been stolen from races of men that were an- 
cient long before Adam, the reputed “first man,” 
: began to make a record on the page of biblical his- 
tory. Crammed with stories of the supernatural 
order such as put to shame the efforts of Munchau- 
sen, yet is the Bible the bed-rock of a religion that 
has held a portion of the world in chains for eighteen 
centuries, though the last hundred years—the last 
twenty of the hundred more particularly—hav done 
much in the way of striking off the shackles, the next 
hundred to do much more to relieve a groaning world 
of a horrible incubus. Can you read this book and 
say our whole religion is not based on superstition? 
“Tf Professor Huxley is right,” you say. Now, let 
me respectfully ask you if you do not believe Pro- 
fessor Huxley és right. 

Your editorial concluded with this interrogatory: 
* Yet will Professor Huxley, the Rev. Mr. Newton, 
and the Rev. Mr. Savage [the two parsons who fur- 
nished two of the “threearticles "] say that the world 
ean get along without religious faith and a God to 
worship?" i à 

It is cock-sure that one of the two parsons, from a 
desire to hold his fat place, albeit he kicks Christian 
theology back into the crypt with mythology, with 
which it belongs, would not say Yes to your query. 
As to the other parson, he could say Yes if he would, 
. while the professor would certainly say it if directly 
asked. Let me respectfully ask you if you do not 
think the world could get along without religious 
faith and a God to worship. If you do not, there are 
others who do, they even having the presumption to 
think that the world would get along a great deal 
better without religious faith and a God to worship 
than it does with them—better in every way, shape, 
and manner, one reason, and a weighty one, being 
that hypocrisy would hav to retire from the field, 


horse, foot, and dragoons, leaving but a few strag- 
glers scattered about here and there. 

Cold the day for hypocrits when Christian mythol- 
ogy is knocked into the crypt of the past, where lie 
buried the remains of a thousand religions, more or 
less, none of them a whit more ridiculous in its palm- 
iest days than the Christian religion of the present 
day. Yes, a cold day; but as they are numerous, 
with powerful motivs for keeping the Christian 
religion to the fore, it will not slip back yet awhile 
where it belongs, if they can help it. Heaven and 
earth! what would all the saintly bank presidents and 
cashiers, trustees, parsons; and others do without the 
stolen livery of heaven in the prosecution of their 
nefarious schemes? Why, they couldn’t steal a dol- 
lar where they now steal thousands; nor could the 
clerical ones, their occupation gone, lead astray so 
many confiding ewe lambs as they do now in the liv- 
ery of an alleged heaven, which they train themselvs 
to wear as though born to the cloth. Yet it is going, 
this Christian religion, slowly but surely going, go- 
ing, going, and the day is coming when it will be 
gone. Would that day were to-day; but as patience’ 
is a virtue, let us be virtuous and wait for the wagon, 
so to speak; thanking common sense and thought 
and reason that Christian theology is daily losing its 
grip, to be numbered later on with the things that 
were but are not. 

And don’t let us forget to thank Voltaire and Tom 
Paine, Darwin and Huxley, Ingersoll and Bradlaugh, 
and a thousand and one other high lights of free 
thought and free reason, free speech and free action 
within bounds of propriety; not omitting to thank 
Tse Trors Srexer, which, if last-mentioned, is not 
the least by any means in the grand assault on Chris- 
tian mythology—as our "religion" will one day be 
called—all along the line, parsons as well as laymen 
taking a hand in. 

Going, going, going; it will be a happy day for 
the world when it is gone—the Christian religion! 

Respectfully yours, S1 Srokuw. 
————9—$—9—— ——————— 


Random Thoughts. 


The business of life is conducted on a sliding 
scale; that is, it slides from fair market values to fancy 
prices. ; 

The piety of the seller is no safeguard against his 


‘|rapacity. Caveat emptor was the cautionary prov- 


erb of the heathen Roman. Its interpretation, 
“ Keep your eye-teeth skinned,” is the legend of the 
Christian Yankee. 

To trust in the assurances of the seller is the 
poetry of simplicity, or rather the doggerel of self- 
deception. 

“God made of one flesh all the people that dwell 
upon the face of the earth.” 

To make Hottentots, calling them men, may be an 


amusement to the infinit mind; but to finite beings of 


the higher types the work must ever be regarded as un- 
justifiable. It has not even the excuse of the prac- 
tice of the court of Dahomey: his majesty standing 
the drinks to hav a fellow made tight, so that by his 
antics he might amuse the ladies and courtiers of the 
palace. 

In the Comte God, however, all varieties of the 
human may be found, so that the spectacle of Hot- 
tentot life may be farcical and funny to one phase of 
his being, while the grander characteristics of the 
civilizee may please him in another; recreation in the 
former, business in the latter. A show of real, live 
Hottentots would pay well among us. 

It would be absurd to suppose that any God 
would exact the same degree of moral accountability 
from the Hottentots and other benighted humans 
whom he created that he demands of the civilized 
Christians, the pope and his educated masses, for in- 
stance. 

‘To impose the recognition of the duties and re- 
straints of the civilized man on a Hottentot would be 
equal to demanding of him that he shall lay out a 
plan of a modern city, and build houses equal to the 
finest mansions of our day. Equally idiotic would 
the poorly organized Hottentot be in the discharge 
of moral obligations. And what shall we say of the 
Digger Indian on the other side of our great moun- 
tain range? Pshaw! there are man-monkeys all 
around us; fellows with Bibles in their hands even. 
To know that there are such wretched human 
specimens among us is enough to make one doubt 
the claims of the modern scientist, accepting the 
dictum of the humorist: “Better not to know so 
much than know so much that ain’t so.” 

It is claimed that from the literature of the ancient 
Greek and Roman are drawn the finest specimens of 
poetic composition known to our colleges, as well as 
the most profound dissertations on dialectical philos- 
ophy. The sublimest conceptions also of man’s rela- 
tion to the eternal mind are to be found in their writ- 
ings, while their ideas of immortality are lofty and 
pure as are those of the greatest names of our age. 
lt would be a curious study—granting the modern 
theory of the selectior. of the fittest—what hav been 
the interfering agents in the evolutionary processes 
during the passage of so many years which hav de- 
nied to our times the evidence of unfoldment of the 


intellect, claimed by the modern scientist, through 
natural development. Waiving all advancement in 
material progress, we inquire, why hav not our later 
poems, our seulptures, our paintings, our oratory, 
our philosophy, not taken precedence of the best of 
the productions of the antique? Or do we grovel to 
fetiches and kneel at shadow-altars in clinging to the 
old models? To the inquiring mind a chance would 
be given for much ground and lofty tumbling in the - 
reach for argumefts to satisfy all; much intellectual 
gymnasties. To the explorer would be found entan- . 
glements and complications from which there might 
appear no chance for extrication. In such chaotic 
regions he would find 


Hills peep o’er hills as Alps o’er Alps arise. 


Educational preferences, involving and snarling; 
religious prejudices, endless and confusing; national 
disputes, with wars devastating and deranging inter- 
nal disruption, discordant and turbulent; with other 
ills that life is heir to, making confusion worse con 
founded. 

No doubt, however, but human enterprise will yet 
accomplish the task of aggregating needed testimony 
to solve the great Darwinian problem—drawing from 
the jumbled litter of the past, biological as well as 
geological, well-attested data; giving a panorama 
majestic and satisfactory of the cosmos of the scien- 
tist, blotting out forever the pueril tableaux of the 
Mosaic record. M. 

Le Roy, N. Y. 

e 
Our London Letter. 

For the purpose of assisting the very much over- 
worked clergy, and to consult as to what reforms 
can be made in the church of Christ as by law ap- 
pointed, a House of Laymen has been formed, and the 
reports of their meetings are amusing, if not in- 
structiv. It might, perhaps, be thought by the un- 
initiated that a church for the maintenance of which 
so much money has been spent and so much blood 
has been shed must hay reached a state of perfection, 
being under the direct supervision. of Nos. 2 and 3 
of the Trinity, and I am assured by those who know 
that the arguments that can be used to prove this are 
unanswerable, which may be true; I cannot say, never 
having heard them. Those I hav heard are not up 
to very much, so I conclude the unanswerable ones 
are reserved for special purposes, and not produced 
for the benefit of Infidels. The majority of the non- 
conforming sects are, I believe, fairly unanimous that . 
the only effectiv plan of reformation is disestablish- 
ment, while the members of the state church are 
somewhat divided in their opinions on the subject. 
The abolition of the right of sale to next presen- 
tations has been suggested in the House of Laymen, 
but this, together with the tithe question, having 
been shown to be impracticable, as it would affect 
* vested interests," of course, such suggestions could 
not wellbe carried out. Indeed, every proposition 
of reform that has been made appears to pinch the 
corns of some priest, and so, doubtless, the matter 
will be left in the present comfortable position for 
those who are deriving benefit from the legalized 
robbery, as it is now. The clergy are certainly 
shrewd men so far that they don't quiet believe in 
the “blessed promis of the Lord" they recommend 
for their deluded flocks. ‘The Lord will provide” 
may be very well to preach to the unemployed poor, 
but not quite good enough for a priest to rely upon 
when it is a question of remitting tithes, or taking 
only a portion of the rent of glebe lands. Mansions 
in the skies will do all right enough when you get 
there, but while you are in the flesh you naturally 
want something more compatible with this sphere of 
existence. 

It is very wicked indeed for anyone to suggest 
that parsons should fall short of the luxuries of life, 
seeing how valuable they are in giving good, sound 
advice to laymen. Take, for instance, the bishop of 
London, who said in the pulpit, a few days back, that 
“the masses must be taught not to bear their priva- 
tions sulkily, but, by true self-denial, to seek a higher 
purpose and a nobler life.” Surely the man who can 
utter such a splendid sentiment as that is cheap at 
£10,000 a year, besides a palace and grounds. If 
people will not listen to such words of deep and 
sound wisdom, but prefer hardening their wicked 
hearts, you surely cannot blame the man of God, who 
must hay been inspired to make such a speech. I 
maintain that good and great men like this bishop 
are cheap at any price,.and if they were compelled to 
work for a bare sustenance, the world would be con- 
siderably the loser. I don't exactly know in what 
way, but some one who does know told me so, and 
therefore I cannot be far wrong in bearing my inform- 
ant out to the best of my ability. 

The annual meeting of the Congregational Chapel- 
building Society has just been held, and the report 
shows that it is doing pretty successfully—eash in 
hand is almost £600; investments, £5,000; and 
promissory notes ave held to the extent of over £11,- 
000. In my ignorance of spiritual matters, I should 
hay thought this was a very fair amount to go on 
with for a year or two, and that the society might hav 
kept from begging for a time and let some other 
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equally useful society hav a turn, but of course I am 
wrong, as the chairman states that “ the Nonconform- 
ists had not yet won the great mass of the people,” 
and as this is bound to be done, more chapels are 
required, and of course more money to build them— 
so the hat must still be kept busily moving. 

Dr. Parker, of the City Temple, who is a Noncon- 
formist free-lance, has taken the bull by the horns, 
and while other shepherds are talking he intends act- 
ing, and signifies his intention of introducing a mili- 
tary band into his church. If this does not get hold 


of the masses no doubt his fertil brain will invent |. 


something more enticing. 

With all the efforts of these good men, “ General ” 
Booth leaves them far in the rear. He started the 
“Salvation Household Troop" off last week. As 
there are only eighty soldiers in it, however, I pre- 
sume quality more than quantity has been consid- 
ered. These are stated to consist of "converted 
roughs, parsons, coal-miners, gentlemen, coster- 
mongers, and poachers, with representativs from va- 
rious foreign countries.” Truly a goodly company ! 
They are divided into a “Flying column,” “Flying 
squadron,” “Jaunting-car company,” “Cavalry con- 
tingent,” and “Speaking, Praying, and Singing 
Brigade,” and will doubtless leave their usual traces 
on the path they take. 

I learn with pleasure that you hav beatified a priest 
who died at Vienna in 1820, two of his alleged mira- 
cles having been proved. It must be very gratifying 
to the deceased when he hears that his merits hav 
been so speedily discovered and rewarded—as no 
doubt the news will be communicated to him at his 
present address through the usual channel, whatever 
that may be. : J. D. 
London, Eng., March 7, 1886. 


me 
A Liberal Wedding in Philadelphia. 


To rae Eprror or Tue TrRurs Seexer, Sir: I send 
you the details of a Liberal wedding performed under 
the auspices of the Friendship Liberal League, in the 
presence of some six hundred chosen friends and 
invited guests. The contracting parties are both 
members of the League. The ceremony was as fol- 
lows: : 


Piano selections............cceeccsecseeeees Seales sees 
Soprano solo, operatic selections .. Miss Carwell 
Wedding march, Strauss........... Sig. Fernanzo 


The bridal procession entered: Six ushers; bride 
and her father; bridegroom and bride's mother; 
four bridesmaids and four groomsmen. Headed by 
the master of ceremonies, William Bishop, the party 
approached .the president’s desk, and Mr. Bishop 
said: f 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I hav the honor to present, on this occa- 
sion, two moral heroes to this League. In the most mo- 
mentous and the happiest era of their lives they make you 
their chosen witness. By this act alone they honor themselvs 
and you; themselvs, because they are brave enough to defy 
that superstition which by pretended authority of God seeks 
to control the conscience and the institutions of society, and 
declares birth, marriage, and death impious without its 
priestly seal. Our heroes honor us and our noble cause by 
coming here to avow their affection for each other, and to as- 
sume the grave responsibilities resulting therefrom. It is 
their testimony of confidence, at the holy altar of mental 
liberty, to the religion of humanity, whose only creed is.love, 
whose gospel is a blameless life. 


The party then arranged themselvs in a row, facing 
the audience, the bride and groom in the center. 
J. C. Hannon, the president, said: 


LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: The auspicious occasion which 
has called you forth has no precedent that I am aware of, 
and those of you who bear witness to this interesting cere- 
mony should engrave it on your memory as one of the radi- 
cal events of the times. You are called upon to-day to bear 
witness to the solemnization of a matrimonial alliance be- 
tween Mr. Edwin Lyson and Miss Augusta Smith. The 
parties contracting this alliance, which every sensible person 
will admit is the most important event in the philosophy of 
life, having rigidly complied with all the legal requirements 
of this commonwealth, are now prepared to consecrate their 
pledges of fidelity to each other in the presence of this as- 
sembly of chosen friends and invited guests. 

In making these premises the altar of their confidence, 
they hav rent the shackles of social slavery, and to-day they 
stand upon the broad platform of universal mental freedom 
as the pioneers of a social revolution; they hav added another 
gem to the crown of human progress by assuming a moral 
and intellectual dignity before which the silly convention- 
alities of the age must eventually yield. It has always been 
assumed by certain individuals masquerading under the claims 
of inspiration that they alone possess the undisputed right 
to consecrate the marriage tie by their sublime and solemn 
presence. If any such persons, or their representativs, 
should constitute a unit in this vast assembly, let them bear 

. witness to the fact that all the show with which they em- 
bellish their respectiv ceremonies can never make them any- 
thing but a legal contract, and they the individual witnesses of 
the same. Now, in behalf of this League, let me thank you 
for the manifestation of your individuality, and assure you 
this association is conscious of the honor you hav bestowed 
upon it, and we sincerely wish your union may be blessed by 
endless joy. 

If any person in this audience can show reason why this 
couple should not be united, let them step forward now, or 
forever after hold their peace. 


The master of ceremonies then went through the 
service, and pronounced them husband and wife. At 
the close of the ceremony Signor Fernanzo sang 
“ Blending Loves,” and a lecture by Professor Atkin- 
son closed the evening’s entertainment. 

Yours respectfully, James C. Hannon. 


Miss De Bugh 


The Liberal Club. 


The 404th regular meeting of the Manhattan Lib- 
eral Club was attended mainly by men. The evening 
was so rainy that few ladies ventured out. Besides, 
the lecture was on ‘“ Hydrophobia,” which is not a 
subject calculated to fire the popular female heart. 

In opening the meeting Mr. Wakeman said that 
Tue TnuvH Seexer’s contribution to the Irish ques- 
tion should be in the hands of all, and that the 
interest in the journey of Jonah seemed to deepen 
with the flight of time. 

Dr. Beegle, of Ocean Grove, N. J., was introduced, 
and, as the secretary will hav it, ‘‘ delivered his lecture 
as announced on the program, entitléd ‘Hydro- 
phobia: An Inquiry and Theory as to its Origin.” 
As the word hydropbobia signifies, the disease is 
supposed to be a fear of water, but such was not 
always a symptom of its presence. The object of 
the speaker was to point out what he believed to be 
the cause of hydrophobia. In the first place, the 
symptoms of this malady are closely allied with 
those of blood poisoning. The disease follows the 
bite of a rabid dog in. about forty days, and termi- 
nates fatally some five or six days later. A fellow- 
student of the speaker was inoculated with poisonous 
fluid from a cadaver, and neglecting to properly 
cauterize the wound, died in about that length of 
time, his symptoms being similar to those marked in 
true hydrophobia. The fluids of putrefied flesh were 
well-known to be the most deadly of slow poisons. 
Another fact, the saliva of the mouth may become 
poisonous when the human being or the animal is 
excited by anger. The doctor's theory of the origin 
of hydrophobia was this, that hungry curs fighting 
over a putrefied bone would unite the poisons of the 
angry saliva and of putrefaction, and, inoculating the 
wounds of one another with this virus, hydrophobia 
might result. Dr. Beegle said that he had made no 
experiments to test his theory, but he believed that 
such should be made, and as dogs were the origi- 
nators of the disease they should come forward and 
offer themselvs as sacrifices in the interests of science. 
If it killed them all a desirable end would hav been 
subserved. . 

The audience listened with close attention to Dr. 
Beegle's lecture, which was short, connected, and de- 
livered in a business-like manner. At the termination 
President Wakeman invited any visiting physician 
present to address the meeting. There being no 
response, Dr. Foote, Jr., was appealed to. Dr. Foote 
said that he saw nothing in the theory of Dr. Beegle 
that he could not fall in with. There was a good 
deal of humbug in circulation relativ to hydrophobia 
and very little accurate information. At a meeting 
of the French Veterinary Society held the past year 
there was no one present who would say that he 
could lay out a line of symptoms so any one could be 
sure of correctly diagnosing hydrophobia. Dr. 
Foote thought that the method of inoculating for all 
diseases would lead to endless and serious complica- 
tions. At one season we must inoculate for small- 
pox ; at another, for typhoid and other fevers; then 
for diphtheritic affections, hydrophobia, and so on. 
The condition of a man’s system with all these differ- 
ent microbes cavorting through his blood vessels and 
gamboling about the by-ways and interstices of his 
liver would not be such as the ordinary mind could 
readily comprehend. All dogs that do not know how 
to liv hygienically should be put out of existence. 

Mrs. Leonard did not claim to be a doctor, but she 
did think she had more or less common sense. The 
reason dogs go mad is that we abuse them so. Mrs. 
Leonard spoke of a dog which possessed sufficient 
intelligence to get out of the way when it was in 
danger. Thereby, the speaker thought, the dog 
showed an acumen superior to that of some men. 
Mrs. Leonard inquired why it was that female dogs 
never went mad. 

Dr. Weeks desired to ask if hydrophobia was 
known among hyenas, which habitually eat bad meat. 

Robert Blissert said that all the evils of the hydro- 
phobia virus and germs, microbes and spores, did not 
represent a drop in the bucket compared with the 
evils of the tenement-house system. Having thus 
thrown the subject into a shape where he could 
handle it, Mr. Blissert inquired, “ Whither are we 
drifting to?” and make his usual speech in behalf of 
the workingman. In conclusion he said: “I don't 
like to pray, but I say, Damn the doctors.” 

Mr. Wakeman followed by request. The-.theory of 
Dr. Beegle as to the origin of hydrophobia looked 
reasonable to him because it was supported by the 


microbe theory, which was the most brilliant patho- 


logical discovery of the present generation. From 
this Mr. Wakeman proceeded to a consideration of 
Blissert. He said that he now learned for the first 
time that all the questions pertaining to politics, 
sociology, and other matters of human interest.could 
be thrown together and treated under the general 
head of Hydrophobia. This had been done by “ Dr.” 
Blissert, who, whereas two weeks ago he was opposed 
to farm-life, was now attaking the custom of living in 
cities. Mr. Wakeman proceeded to point out the in- 
consistencies of Mr. Blissert in a very entertaining 
way. The victim bore it calmly until he was accused 
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of having lived in Ireland, when he jumped to his 
feet and made a vigorous speech in the thickest of 
brogues. Then Mr. Wakeman gave it up, and said 
anyone who had heard Mr. Blissert speak would no 
longer insist that he was an Irishman. : 
Dr. Foote, Sr., arose to remark that as the sub- 
ject of microbes was up for discussion it wouid be - 
proper to state that their discovery was first an- 


nounced by a woman some thirty-five years ago: .- 


That name was not given them, but nevertheless 
the discovery was made at that time. Further exer- 
cises consisted of a kind of catechism of Dr. Beegle, 
who said he was somewhat bewildered by the drift 
the subject had taken in the case of Blissert. Dr. 
Weeks wanted to know about the hyenas. Dr. 
Beegle said he never heard of hydrophobia among: 
them. Lawyer Chamberlain inquired why, if putrid 
meat caused hydrophobia, the dogs of oriental cities, 
who were numerous and lived altogether on offal, - 
were not afflicted. Dr, Beegle replied that they 
probably did not fight over their food. Mrs. Leon- 
ard called attention back to the question whether 
female dogs were subject to rabies, and Dr. Beegle 
said they had their share. Other questions were 
fired from various directions, so that interest was 
kept up until the usual hour for adjourning, when 
all went contentedly and blithely home. The next 
lecture will be by Mr. Levey on the ''Iniquities of 
Modern Journalism." 

The present writer cannot conscientiously close 
this report without to some extent animadverting 
upon the report of the last meeting preceding this.: 
An inaccuracy especially prominent appears in the 
reference to the presiding officer as the *^acting pres- 
ident.” It would be as correct to refer to the chief. 
intellect of this paper as its acting editor. The 
Man with the Badge-Pin may occasionally lack that 
seriousness with which great subjects should be 
treated, and he is well known to be something of a 
liar; but it is not on record that he ever failed to ad- 
just a statement to the fact in so conspicuous an in-: 
stance as that to which attention has been called. 
Admission to the meetings of the club is but five 
cents.: ; 

; ro 

Canadian Gossip. 


Matters are just a trifle dull in the Secular circle 
here at present. We expect to take possession of the 
new rooms some time within the next two weeks, ` 
when it is anticipated that things will brighten up. 
Mr. Watts will be here to assist at the opening. He 
lectures here Sunday, the 28th, and every Sunday 
after through April, after which he leaves for Eng- 
land. š 

The committee are working with a determination 
to make the opening conversazione the event of the - 
year. There will be a musical and literary entertain-. 
ment, after which dancing and supper. A program 
of unusual interest has been prepared. Mr. Algie | 
and other friends from the country are expected to ` 
be present, and ** we won't go home till morning." 

His grace Archbishop Lynch, R.C. (no relation to 
the judge), last Sunday evening preachéd a sermon . 
on Agnosticism to a large congregation. He said: 
“A deluge of Infidelity has inundated France and is 
rapidly spreading over Europe. A great proportion 
of the people in all European countries are really 
drifting into paganism. We in this country are not 
quite so bad, yet in Canada and the States Infidelity 
under the name of Agnosticism is cropping up every- 
where." 

His grace then proceeded to show his congregation 
the absurdity and fallacy of the Agnostic position, 
and besought them, young and old, not to be led 
astray, but to place implicit trust in the grand old 
truths of the Bible and Christianity, and so they 
would be happy on earth and blessed in heaven. 

His grace John Joseph is doing well. He has 
been for some months past trying to keep his end up 
in a triangular fight between himself, on the Catholic 
side, and the Rev. Colonel Wild and Rev. John Carry 
on the other or Protestant side, and yet he finds time 
to go for the Agnostics. 

The idea of his explaining the fallacies of Agnosti- 
cism to a congregation who on the average know as 
much about Agnosticism as they do about the con- 
servation of energy, or the precession of the equi- 
noxes, is really too rich. But it is gratifying to hav 
the good news of the spread of Freethought con- 
firmed by an archbishop of the strongest church in 
Christendom. 

Brother Tiffany, of New York: told us a few weeks 
ago of the miraculous spread o’. Christianity, of four 
hundred millions of worshipers in 1885, and now the 
archbishop (an equally good authority) tells us that 
“a large proportion of the population in all Christian 
countries are Infidels, pagans, or Agnostics.” Will 
somebody straighten this matter out and oblige a 
bewildered outsider? 

Referring to the statement made by the Rev. Cap- 
tain Potts at the public meeting last week that the 
Land Leaguers were bringing a murderer to Toronto 
to lecture on St. Patrick's Day, the doctor has made’ 
a correction. 

He says he made a mistake, but only in regard to 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MARCH 27, 1886. 


ote 


197 


“locality. The man he referred to, a Mr. Burke, who 
is to lecture in Montreal and not in Toronto, was 
‘condemned some years ago by the British govern- 
ment on a charge of treason-felony, and this is why 
he spoke of him as a murderer. i 
If the Rev. Dr. Potts is correct in this definition, 
there are at the present time two murderers holding 
seats in the British House of Commons—O’Doherty, 
- of North Meath, and O’Brien, of Mayo, both of whom 
hav been imprisoned for treason. If the reverend 
gentleman is correct, George Washington was a mur- 
derer, but it might not be well for the doctor to say 
: so—in New York, for instance. 

. It is hardly a question which is most murderously 
. inclined, the man who takes up arms or enters into a 
conspiracy against oppression or he who, by exciting 
religious intolerance and sectarian hate, puts murder 
into the hearts of one class of the community. 

The Zribune, speaking of this matter, says: “ The 
Mr. Burke Dr. Potts spoke of never committed a 
murder, was never suspected of having committed a 
murder, and was never charged with anything of the 
kind. He is a man of ability, holds a respectable 
position in New York, and is far above the reach of 
such calumnies as that employed by Dr. Potts to fire 
his excitable audience.” 

The writer does not wish to appear to be taking 


. sides in the “Irish stew,” but he has an idea—or- 


' is it an inspiration?—that if a few of the ranting 
demagogs of both sides, the Wilds and the Pottses, 
O'Donovan Rossas and Parnellites, men who are 
filling their pockets out of the patriotism of ser- 
vant-girls and idiots, if they could be brought 
together somewhere and left to fight it out, to exter- 
' minate each other, like the famous Kilkenny cats, the 
world would be the better for it, and the Irish diff- 
culty soon be settled. 
I throw this out as a hint to Mr. Gladstone in his 
present dilemma, and only ask in return that should 
. he act upon it he will giv me credit for having sug- 
- gested the idea. 
Toronto, March 19, 1886. 
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News and Notes. 
Again in the lively city of Pittsburgh, where even 
the river is set on fire, so tremendous are the energies 
at work round about, and so impetuous is the natural 
gas! It must find vent even through the bosom of 
" the Ohio, and the bubbles flash with flame, and a 
torchlight procession seems to go with the current. 

` In this marvelous city I again find myself with Harry 
Hoover, Roman Staley, S. F. De Jones, Frank Bacon, 
„and a goodly company of others. The series of lect- 
ures here has been very successful Full houses were 
present at each. On Sunday afternoon I lectured in 
the city on “The Glory of Infidelity.” After the ad- 

' dress there was a very lively talk and some attempts 
to defend Christianity and the deity. 

In the evening I lectured in Allegheny City, and 
the hall was full I gave the * Foundation of Moral 
Obligation," which I placed. the recognition of the 
unity of life, and that the proper way to develop 
morality was to develop sociability—get people to- 
gether and make them better friends and neighbors. 

‘I said that a high pulpit, where the minister was 
afar off from his congregation, was the hight of im- 
morality, while, on the other hand, the church kitchen 
tended to morals, for it cultivated acquaintance, and 
‘even the church soup, although there might be but 
one oyster in it, tended more to righteousness than 
their icy prayer-meeting, where people never got near 
. enough together for a handshake. M 

There was quite a breeze of opposition to many of 
my statements. One opponent declared that the 
ministers were a good class, and that they worked 
“like slaves” for the benefit of the community. To 
this I replied that my greatest. objection to the 
clergymen was that they did work “like slaves.” I 
said that they should work like freemen, and then 
their endeavors would be of some yalue, but they 
really couldn’t hav much moral impulse in the world 


so long as they had to be intellectual idiots and de- 
clare solemnly that they believed the whale did 
swallow Jonah, and failing to digest him gave him a 
return trip at cheaper rates. 

On Monday evening I lectured at Sharpsburg, and 
broke new ground. The hall in which I gave my 
“New Heaven and Earth” is almost constantly oc- 
cupied by the Salvation Army, and when I cast my 
eyes around I saw the banners and mottoes of this 
queer eruption of primitiv Christianity. On the plat- 
form were a couple of tambourines. This, I sup- 
pose, is what constituted the band and excited pious 
reflections. I looked at the mottoes in red and white, 
and how comforting they were! Here are a few: 
* Reject Christ and Perish ;’ * Death is at Hand ;” 
“After Death the Judgment ;” “Heaven or Hell,” 
and such other delightful and suggestiv insinuations. 
But greater than all, right before me on the wall, was 
a flaming announcement as follows : 

Salvation Army; Sixth Annual Review; National Rifle. 
Hall; All Night of Prayer; Official Council of War; Great, 
Grand, Glorious; Baptism of Fire; Mammoth Feast; 
Heaven upon Earth. Admission, single ticket, 10 cents; 
banquet, 25 cents; combination ticket, 50 cents. 

This was a “combination and a form indeed." 
Such is the live Christianity of to-day. It has left 
the head, and the heart too, almost, and is now at the 
heels. Through the vigorous exertions of Mr. D. M. 
Miller, of Sharspburg, the meeting was well adver- 
tised, and the hall was full. Members of the Salva- 
tion Army were present, and a number of boys and 
girls; but there was not the slightest disturbance 
throughout the lecture. All paid attention, and this 
first meeting in one of the most orthodox of com- 
munities has done good. ; 

The debate after the lecture was interesting and 
good-natured. One gentleman wanted to know what 
good thing there was to-day that was not recorded 
in the Bible. I answered that one good thing was 
the equality of woman, of which the Bible made no 
record. St. Paul didn’t seem to know that woman is 
the equal of man. Nobody in the Bible seems to 
know this. It has been discovered since, like the 
telegraph, the railroad, and the sewing-machine, etc. 
Solomon said there was “nothing new under the 
sun.” If he should wake up to-day he would be sur- 
prised at the thousand new things in the modern 
world. Above all, he would be overcome at the ab- 
solutely novel thought that each of his seven hun- 
dred wives was just as “good a man" as he; and 
St. Paul also would be entirely disconcerted to be- 
hold so many wives knowing more than their hus- 
bands—and some women better informed than him- 
self. I should like to introduce St. Paul to our 
women lecturers and then see if he would ask woman 
to "keep still." 

I lectured on Tuesday evening at Alliance, Ohio. 
A good audience was present in the Independent 
Church. I spoke on “The American Secular Union: 
Its Aims and Methods,” presenting the Nine De- 
mands as the basis for practical Liberal work, includ- 
ing in their scope principles of the highest impor- 
tance, yet principles upon which Freethinkers of every 
shade of opinion can unite. The Materialist and the 
Spiritualist both recognize the preéminent claims of 
justice and humanity in this world. 

The greeting of friends at Alliance was as pleasant 
as could be. Mr. Thornburgh, Smith and sons, and 
others well known in our ranks maintain the cause 
with persistency. 

Wednesday morning I left Alliance for Painesville, 
and at noon found myself at the pleasant residence 
of Joseph Sedgebeer, a calm philosopher eighty- 
three years of age. Mr. Sedgebeer has seen much 
of life, has been a Freethinker for more than half a 
century, and is as bright and enthusiastic still as any 
of us. 


In his younger days he was a Christian, but doubts 
came, which he tried to overcome by prayer. Often- 
times while felling trees in Canada he would drop 
upon his knees and ask God for help. He read the 
Bible carefully, noted its contradictions, and by the 
exercise of his own judgment became a Freethinker, 
and discarded Christianity. It was quite a pleasure 
to meet him and his wife, and I spent a happy day at 
Painesville. 

I lectured in the evening at the Methodist church. 
A large audience was present, many of them Chris- 
tians. I gave “The New Heaven and Earth," in 
which I showed the true relation of Liberalism to the 
past, and its hopes and aspirations for the future. I 
was listened to with the closest attention, and I be- 
lieve that the spirit of inquiry has been started, and 
that new thoughts will prevail in that conservativ 
community. The Young Men's Christian Association 
was quite scandalized at my being allowed to lecture 
in the Methodist church, and prayed. over it, but for 
all that the church for once did hav the honor of an 
Infidel discowrse within its walls. So we can put 
one mark to its credit. 

I cannot close these news and notes without giving 
a specimen of Salvation Army tactics, a reminiscence 
of my lecture at Sharpsburg, Pa. This is quoted 
from their own paper, Zhe Little Soldier, which I 
came across at the hall where I lecture. I giv it 
word for word, spelling and all I especially call 


the attention of the Independent to this latest phase 
of Christian advertisment. I suppose the next 
thing wil be “Death-bed Scenes, The New Birth, 
etc., furnished to order. C. O. D Here it is: 

DO U C? 

We Rin need of some good songs testimonies, death-bed 
scenes, conversions, etc. e should like every little soldier 
who reads this notice 2 write something at once and send it 
on to THE COMMISSIONER, 

25 State street, New York city. 

, From The Little Soldier of March 4, 1886, pub- 
lished at New York, I preserve this in my notes as a 
curiosity, which I shall giv to the museums, unless 
they open on Sundays, as a specimen orthodox 
* brick." 

I lecture at Omaha, Nebraska, March 28th; at 
Creighton, March 29th, 30th, and 31st; at Seward, 
April 3d, 4th, and 5th ; at Ogden City, April 18th; 
at Salt Lake City, April 25th and May 2d. 

Samuret P. Pournam. 
2 
What Do All These Insinuations Mean? 
- From the Philadelphia Evening Item. 

The allegations made against Brother George K. Snyder, 
head man of the Good Templars and tall man of the Law and 
Order Society, are somewhat serious. Snyder has been pos- 
ing before the community for the last three or four years as 
the avenging apostle of Prohibition. He was the great vin- 
dicator of Sabbatarianism, the champion of a dry Sunday, 
and consequently one of those philanthropists who at rare 
periods come forward to sacrifice themselvs for the good of 
mankind. 

Snyder has in some cases personally exhibited himself as 
an informer. In others he has been the employer of other 
informers. Such a pure, good man would not be expected 
to expose himself, even to the false accusation of having 
done all this for the purpose of ‘‘ pinching” tavern-keepers 
and compelling them to ‘‘sock” in order that they may be 
[11 et up." 

He may be wrongly charged and falsely accused. Still, 
the charges made against him by some tavern-keepers are so 
direct and circumstantial that they ought to be investigated. 
It will not do for the Law and Order Society to mildly ex- 
press opinions, such as are reported to hav been made by 
their lawyer, Vail, that if the allegation against Snyder was 
true, “it was very wrong to do so.” 

Neither will the Law and Order Society escape upon the 
assertion of President Burton that ‘‘ if the report was true it 
should not reflect upon the society, which is entirely sincere 
in its work, and all its motivs are of the purest and highest 
character." It is not a question of motivs, Mr. Burton, so 
much as of the means by which it is sought that these mo- 
tivs shall be gratified. 

——————9*—9———— . 
The Holy Humbug’s Prayer, 
From the Lewiston Labor Advocate. 

Cyrus W. Field ‘‘ thanked God for cheap labor," says 
John Swinton. President Mitchell, of the St. Paul Railroad, 
says the almighty ‘“‘ keeps up his dividends." At a meeting 
of the stock gamblers in this city, a few days ago, they re- 
ferred to themselvs as ‘‘ Christian merchants," and the lead- 
ing speaker quoted scripture against the coinage of the silver 
dollar. Allof which reminds us of the ‘‘Holy Humbug’s 


Prayer :” . 
Bless thou, O Lord, the crooked ways 
By which I roll up wealth untold— 
By which I fleece the toiling poor 
To swell my unearned store of gold. 


Bless thou the plans I lay so deep 
To hold the workers in my grip, 

That I may get their labor cheap 
And ever hav them on the hip. 


———— —* 3 9— — ————- 
The Boston Anarchists Hard to Please. 
í From the Winsted (Ct.) Press. 

‘Tucker, the Boston Anarchist, calls Batterson’s proposition 
to divide annually one-third of the net profits of his business 
among his employés, in addition to their regular wages, 
‘one of the foulest plots against industry ever hatched in 


the brain of à member of the robber class." It must not be 
expected that afything on earth or in the heavens above will 
please an Anarchist. 'The laws of nature will hav to be en- 
tirely abolished before these fellows will see a ray of hope 


for humanity£ 
——— 939 — ————— 


Monsignor ‘X ^ Slurs a Labor Reformer. 
From John Swinton's Paper. 

We recently made a few pleasant remarks about the 
monthly sheet of Henry Appleton, and Appleton thinks fit to 
repay with a slur that is petty and false. 

——————dbp-$-0———————— 
The Truth Seeker Keeps Men Thinking. 
From Pomeroys$ Democrat. 

Tre Trorn SEEKER is very lively reading about these days, 

with its pictures of biblically-told incidents. One of them 


‘represents Jonah, who resembles an agent for Peleg White's 


Sticking Salve, starting for Tarshish and going aboard a 
Green Point ferry-boat ^ Another picture represents the boat 
sicaming away toward Buttermilk Channel, while Jonah is 
entering what appears to be the mouth of an East river sewer, 
but which is meant for a whale ora balloon. Tse TRUTH 
SEEKER not only sets men to thinking, but keeps them at it. 
to —— 
Our “Dandy” Artist. 
From the Denison, Texas, Sunday Gazetteer. 
` The artist who gets up the religious illustrations for the 
New York Truru SEEKER, which appear weekly, is a dandy 
in that line. Nothing better ever appeared in Puck. Those 
who hav not seen the series of pictures entitled, ‘‘ The Jour- 
ney of Jonah,” never hav got at the pith and true inwardness, 


as it were, of the narrativ. 
i) 
Christian Preferences. 
From a Sermon by Sam Small. . 
I prefer à drunkard to an Infidel for a teacher, and would 
rather my boys grow up hewers of wood rather than they 
should, learn all the sciences and become Infidels. 
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Christ as a Teacher of Hate. 


The Rev. Dr. Rexford has said: * When Ingersoll 
criticises this doctrin of Jesus, that one must forsake 
his family, if need be, to follow him, and calls it a doc- 
trin of hate, a doctrin of inhumanity, he is guilty 
of intellectual dishonesty. Jesus and his religion 
hav done more for mankind than Ingersoll and all of 
his fellow-humanitarians ever hav done or ever will 
do. The religion of Christ is a religion of love. If 
we wish to see how much this religion of love has 
done for man, all we hav to do is to compare Chris- 
lianity and its provisions for the unfortunate with 
the rest of the globe. The humanities and charities 
of Christendom are unparalleled anywhere else. 
Christ's whole teaching was love—love one another; 
love thy neighbor as thyself; love all mankind. It 
is dishonest to take this teaching of Christ out of its 
connection, and declare it a gospel of hate. It was a 
part of his gospel of love. Jesus was combating 
the narrow sympathies of Judaism, which was of 
hatred to all except a narrow circle in Palestine. He 
taught his disciples that they must leave the old doc- 
trin and separate from its sympathies. Staying with 
the folks meant clinging to the old gospel of hate. 
This staying with the folks has always been in the 
way of new ideas of moral and intellectual progress. 
It is what made Luther an outcast ; what imprisoned 
Galileo, burnt Bruno. Leaving the folks to follow 
Christ—that is, to follow the light, the truth—is what 
has brought us ‘out of the theological mist of the 
Middle Ages, has brought about all the intellectual 
and scientifié progress of which Mr. Ingersoll and 
his fellow skeptics boast.” 

This disciple of the loving Jesus pronounces Mr. 
Ingersoll guilty of intellectual dishonesty. And why? 
Because Mr. Ingersoll dared to pronounce this doc- 
trin of desertion of father, mother, wife, and babies 
for Christ’s sake a doctrin of hate. How any sane 

.man can judge it in any other terms is a miracle. 
A crime like this in a civilized country meets with the 
severest condemnation.  Desertion of this kind 
among decent people is a crime, and the law of jus- 
tice demands the punishment of such offenders. This 
charge, made by the Rev. Mr. Rexford, of the church 
of the Father, in the city of Detroit, in the state of 
Michigan, against Mr. Ingersoll or any other man, is 
a serious one, at any rate. Good reasons should ex- 
ist in making such a charge as this. Shame some- 
times should doom the lips to silence, and this is a 
case for the exercise of this virtue of silence. When 
Dr. Rexford made this statement, seemingly he must 
hav known that he was convicting himself of this very 
thing in his indictment of Mr. Ingersoll. If the doc- 
tor’s statement is true as to Mr. Ingersoll, it follows 
that Mr. Ingersoll was rationally and intellectually 
convinced at the time he made this utterance that 
consciously it was false. Yet it had a seeming truth 
through a disconnection from its environment. This 
disciple of love, and a disciple of the loving Jesus, 
knew enough, had seen, read, and heard enough, 
about Mr. Ingersoll to know that his statement was 
false. I hav too much respect for the unassisted in- 
tellect of Mr. Rexford to believe for a moment that 
it indorsed the utterances of his lips when they for- 
mulated this indictment of intellectual dishonesty 
against Mr. Ingersoll. ; 

I imagin if this doctor of love is really anxious to 
find a case of intellectual dishonesty I can render 
him eminent assistance. He is in accord with Mr. 
Ingersoll in this, that he (Mr. Ingersoll) is endeavor- 
ing to destroy the doctrin of hell and eternal punish- 
ment. But is Dr. Rexford ignorant of the fact that 
if Mr. Ingersoll indorsed the Christian Bible upon 
which Dr. Rexford builds his “gospel of love,” he 
would be compelled to say to Dr. Rexford, “ You are 
‘intellectually dishonest?” Dr. Rexford must know 
that the Christian Bible can be forced into the 
support of his doctrin only through the most shame- 
ful vilification and twisting it out of all its most con- 
sistent and reasonable meaning, and at the same time 
ded the sense of the Christian world in a most 
disreputable manner, before he can make it support 
the doctrin of “a gospel of love.” He is compelled 
to the most vicious twisting of the word of his God 
before he can make it accommodate his theory. He 
says that “it is dishonest to take Christ's doctrin out 
of its connection.” Did anyone ever find a gospel of 
love in the Bible until he did the very thing which 
the doctor calls dishonest ? 

Mr. Rexford is now invited to take a look at some 
of the clear statements in his sacred book. The au- 
thor of Dr. Rexford’s gospel of love enlightens us 
thus: “He answered and said unto them, He that 
soweth the good seed is the son of man; the field is 
the world; the good seed are the children of the king- 
dom; but the tares are the children of the wicked 
one. The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the 
harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are 
the angels. As therefore the tares are gathered and 
burnt in the fire, so shall it be in the end of this 
world. The son of man shall send forth his angels, 
and they shall gather out of his kingdom eìl things 
that offend and them which do iniquity; and shall 
cast them into a furnace of fire; there shall be wail- 
ing and gnashing of teeth,” We must remember that 


this is the explanation of the parable of the sower and 
the seed which Christ himself gave in answer to the 
question as to the meaning of this parable. Can 
anyone not intellectually dishonest read these words 
of the Christ and believe that he taught “a gospel of 
love?” And again, this author of this gospel of love 
says: “The kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, 
that was cast into the sea and gathered of every kind, 
whieh when it was full they drew to shore and cast 
down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast 
the bad away. Soshall it beat the end of the world. 
The angels shall come forth and sever the wicked 
from among the just, and shall cast them into a fur- 
nace of fire; there shall be wailing and gnashing of 
teeth.” This is in exact accord with the preceding 
parable, and is meaningless only in the light of the 
same explanation. This same author of the gospel 
of love goes on to say, “And fear not them which kill 
the body, but are not able to kill the soul; but rather 
fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body 
in hell.” This is pointed and explicit. “This is the 
gospel of love.” It is observable that the author of 
this gospel of love speaks in the terms of the people, 
in a way that seemingly leads one to believe that he 
was anxious to be understood. Is it possible, if this 
is true, that “a gospel of love” could, by the most 
remote implication, be true? Hear this master again: 
“ Enter ye in at the strait gate, for wide is the gate 
and broad is the way that leadeth to destruction, and 
many there be which go in thereat, because strait is the 
gate and narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, and 
few there be that-find it.” If the-gospel of the Christ 
was a gospel of hate, in what terms could it hav been 
rendered in conveying this idea more definitly than 
in the terms which we hav just quoted? Had his 
gospel been a gospel of love, the terms of this text 
would hav been changed so they would hav read, 
* Wide is the gate and broad and inviting is the way 
that leads unto life, and many there be that go in 
thereat, while narrow is the way that leads to destruc- 
tion, and my love has so hedged it in, and has made 
it so dark and dismal, so infinitly forbidding, that 
none will ever go in thereat.” 


A man might be a believer in a “gospel of love” 
upon this rendering, and maintain his intellectual 
honesty; but take it as the words of the master 
evidently intended it should be, and how supremely 
ridiculous it is to so pervert or change this as to 
force it out of the field, as well as a hundred other 
passages of like import, that this “gospel of love” 
might be voiced in the pulpit! “If thy right eye 
offend thee, pluck it out and cast it from thee; for 
it is profitable for thee that one of thy members 
should perish, and not that thy whole body should 
be cast into hell" “And if thy right hand offend 
thee, cut it off and cast it from thee; for it is profit- 
able for thee that one of thy members should perish, 
and not that thy whole body should be cast into 
hel." What do these scriptures mean in a gospel of 
love? Love knows no language like this. Reason 
must pronounce this a dreadful gospel. What an 
alarming stretch of the imagination one must hav to 
see in the teachings of the Christ a gospel of love 
that takes all in at the strait gate, when he positivly 
says that ' there are but few that find it!” Weare not 
left here without more consolations of like character. 
“ When the son of man shall come in his glory, be- 
fore him shall be gathered all nations; and he shall 
separate them, one from another, as & shepherd 
divideth his sheep from the goats, and he shall set the 
sheep on his right, but the goats on his left; then 
shall the king say unto them on his right hand: 
Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 
Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand: De- 
part from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire prepared 
for the devil and his angels. Then these shall go 
away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous 
into eternal life.” These are only a few of the many 
scriptures bearing upon this question of endless 
punishment in hell which hav, no doubt, engaged the 
attention of our charitable Christian doctor of divin- 
ity. What would be the rational verdict of intel- 
lectual honesty in the study of these sacred script- 
ures? Only one possible verdict without violence to 
all that is rational in the human mind; that is, if these 
scriptures mean anything, as they fell from the lips of 
the master, then that verdict must be that they teach 
the doctrin of endless punishment. But when Dr. Rex- 
ford makes an application of his patent Turning and 
Twisting Exegetical Machine to these hateful-looking 
scriptures, it at once turns them into a “part of the 
gospel of love.” These scriptures are not to be 
taken in the terms in which they came from the 
Christ, but they are first to be ground through this 
Turning and Twisting Exegetical Machine, and the 
result is that hell and eternal punishment are 
frightened to death. Though these scriptures are all 
in the doctor's Bible, yet we are not to take them as 
they read. How unfortunate for the world that Dr. 
Rexford was not called up from the shadowless world 
of emptiness for consultation! His timely suggestion 
would hav called the attention of the Gods to this care- 
less manner in the use of words. He would doubtless 


hav cautioned them about putting hell and damnation 


and eternal punishment in the Bible when there are 
no such things in the universe of God. What an 
ocean of innocent blood would hav been saved had 
he been there and told the Gods what they meant, 
especially when that revelation was meant to carry to 
the world such important information as the destiny 
of the race! That Dr. Rexford, like thousands of 
others, wants a better God than can be found in the 
Bible is evident. The Bible knows nothing about 
a God of love. "The Bible God is uncertain; he is 


more likely to be angry than otherwise, he kills peo-  . 


ple upon very slight provocation, he is angry every 
day, he takes vengeance of them that knows him not. 
He in a passion one time drowned the whole earth ; 
only one drunken man and his family were saved. 
He comes with pestilence, famin, plagues, earth- 


quakes, tornadoes, cyclones, frightful storms, and re- - - 


veals his Godlike traits in setting up the wholesale 


business in parasites, vipers, snakes, insects, who hav : 


the ability in a thousand ways to afflict human beings ; 
and then he hasa thousand ways of making people sick 
and killing them finally, and consigning them to an end- 
less hell. I do not wonder in view of these facts that 


Dr. Rexford feels the need of a better God. I blame : 


him not for this. I confess that the world has so far 
advanced that it feels the necessity for a better God. 
Here is where we are compelled to convict Dr. Rex- 
ford of intellectual dishonesty. This felt need is 
founded upon a higher intellectual conception, and 
formulates a better God in the light of that higher 
intellectual conception, instead of perversion and 
twisting of the old Bible in hopes to find this better 
ideal therein. 


Mr. Rexford knows that the Bible contains no such 


God as he preaches about. Why will he not confess 
to the world what he knows must be true to his 
deeper consciousness? To confess this truth would 
cost him his pulpit, and hence the Bible must be 
twisted to meet this higher ideal of a God. And 
with sorrow we are convinced that Dr. Rexford is 
guilty of intellectual dishonesty. Mr. Rexford says: 


“Tf we wish to see how much this religion of love has . 


done for man all we hav to do is to compare Chris- 


tianity and its provisions for the unfortunates with the 


rest of the globe. 
Christendom are unparalleled anywhere else.” I 


deny that Dr. Rexford can point to a single Christian. 


gesture through its eighteen hundred years of exist- 
ence where a benefit has come to any people or na- 
tion or any individual without an element essentially 
unchristian. It is a fact that the Christian religion, 


its humanities, and its charities, owe all, where in any .. ` 
way it has been a benefit to any people, nation, or. 


individual, to an antichristian potency. Its very 
existence to-day is a consequence of this antichristian 
power. ` There are no humanities or charities in 
Christianity proper. A divine changeless scheme in 


the presence of our changing environments is atro- 


phied, and it can hav no conception of good what- 
ever. Humanities and charities are human and not 
divine, and hav arisen in spite of Christianity. This 
will appear clearly evident as we take the qualitativ 
value of Christianity. The claims made for it by its 
founder must determin this question.. A disciple of 
the Christ necessarily implies obedience to what he 
taught, doing what he commanded, and not doing 
what he prohibits, sharing his glory and suffering 
his disgrace. He must take up his cross and follow 
his Lord and master. But we will allow the founder 
of this gospel of love to settle this question himself: 


“ But let your communications be yea, yea, and nay, . 


nay, for whatsoever is more than this cometh of evil. 
But Isay unto you that ye resist not evil, but who- 
soever shall smite thee on the right cheek, turn to 
him the other also; and if any man shall sue thee at 
the law and take away thy coat, let him hav thy cloak 
also; and whosoever shall compel you to go a mile, 
go with him twain; giv to him that asketh thee, and 
from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou 
away. I say unto you, love your enemies, bless them 


that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and , 


pray for them which despitefully use you and persecute 
you. If ye love them which love you, what reward 
hav ye? Do not even the publicans even so? Be ye 
therefore perfect even as your father which is in 


The humanities and charities of ~ 


heaven is perfect. Take heed that ye do not your alms . 


before men to be seen of them, otherwise ye hav no 
reward of your father which is in heaven. Lay not 
up for yourselvs treasures upon earth, where moth 
and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do break 
through and steal, but lay up for yourselvs treasures 
in heaven where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, 
and where thieves do not break through nor steal; 
for where your treasure is there /ill your heart be 
also. Therefore I say unto you, take no thought for 
your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; 
nor for your body, what ye shall put on. Behold the 
fowls of the air, for they sow not, neither do they 
reap, nor gather into barns, yet your heavenly father 
feedeth them. And why take ye thought for raiment? 
Consider the lilies of the field how they grow; they 
toil not neither do they spin, and yet I say unto you 
that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed 
like one of these. 
grass of the field, which to-day is, and to-morrow is 


Wherefore, if God so clothed the . 
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“east into the oven, shall he not much more clothe 
you, O ye of little faith? Therefore take no thought 
saying, What shall we eat, or what shall we drink, or 
wherewithal shall we be clothed, for after all these 
things do the gentiles seek. Be ye not like unto 
“them, for your heavenly father knoweth that ye hav 
need of all these things, but seek ye first the king- 
dom of God and his righteousness, and all these 
: things shall be added unto you. Take therefore no 
thought for to-morrow, for to-morrow shall take 
thought for the things of itself. Judge not that ye 


- , be not judged. Love not the world, nor the things 


that are in the world, for if any man love the world 
the love of the father is not in him. He that cometh 
unto me and hateth not his father and mother can- 
not be my disciple." 

If the words of the Christ hav any meaning, we 
&re now in possession of all the evidence necessary in 
‘determining this question—What is Christianity? 
The law and the testimony settle the question. 
These we hav given in the words of the master. It 
may be said that they are inconsistent and foolish. 
This may be true, but itis no fault of mine. I hav 
only given you his words, and I deny that I or any 
other person hav the right to change these words so 
as to make them reasonable, and bring them into ac- 
cord with our human ideas. This would answer if we 
were dealing with human things, but this will not do 
when we are dealing with divine things; this will not 
do when we deal with the word of God. Dr. Rex- 
ford has no right, then, to change or reject any part 
of these words of the God Christ, and he is intellect- 
ually dishonest when he does this. Christ meant 
what he said or he did not. ‘Are we justified in tak- 
ing him at his word or are we not? We must do 
one or the other. Honesty seemingly demands that 
he should be taken and understood in the light of 
the position in which he claimed he stood. I claim 

` that it is intellectually dishonest to cheat the Christ 
in perverting his words so that they may seem 
rational to us, and in such an unwarranted assump- 
tion as this, which results in the destruction of the 
whole scheme in its divineness. Dr. Rexford claims 
Christ as divine, and yet he subjects him to this ex- 
treme humiliation of being only a man, and therefore 
twists his words so as to make them human in sense. 
This is dishonest. If divine, then interpret them in 
the light of that divinity. “Take no thought for to- 
morrow what ye shall eat or drink, or wherewithal ye 
shall be clothed.” “The gentiles do these things, 
be ye not like unto them.” “Consider the fowls of 
the air, which hav neither storehouses or barns, yet 
your heavenly father feedeth them. How much bet- 
ter are ye than they !" 

These words of the Christ are clear and easy of 
understanding, but in our divorcement from Christ 
they will not do. ‘We are compelled to take thought 
for to-morrow; but not thus with a disciple of his, 
for he is forbidden strictly thus to do. A Christian 
_cannot take thought for to-morrow without dishon- 
oring Christ and denying him before men. Now, to 
play this double game of being a gentile and doing 

_ the thing which he does, and at the same time hav 
. the benefit of thus doing, and yet be dishonest enough 
' to hold yourself a disciple of his, is an outrage com- 
mitted in the face of decency. . There is only one 
way of honor in this matter, and that is—If we are 
disciples, if we call ourselvs Christians, then we 
ought to take his words without perversion. Not 
only this, we must thus do: A disciple of the Christ 
is not like a man of the world, he is not like a gentile; 
he is laying up his treasures in heaven; he takes no 
thought for to-morrow, his savior will provide for 
him. ‘ By this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye hav love one to another.” Heavens 
and earth! What a burlesque to repeat this in the 
face of Ohristianity's bloody record. But be this as 
it may, we hav no authority to change his words. 
(CONCLUDED NEXT WEEK.) 
——————49-$—99— ————— 


What Will the Weather Be? 


Allow me to present a few thoughts to your intel- 
ligent readers on the causes and character of storms, 
cyclones, earthquakes, auroras, etc. We claim our 
theory of forecasting the weather is scientific. Theory 
is not science, but when theory is demonstrated it 
then is science whether people believe it or not. 
Galileo proved the globular form of the earth, and 
that it moved in its orbit around the sun, instead of 
the sun whirling around the earth in twenty-four 
hours. His opposers would not look through his 
telescope to be convinced, and for teaching this as- 
tronomical fact he was shut in prison and his prop- 
erty confiscated. Nature holds her secrets well. 
Only to those who honestly and reverently seek her 
arcana will she unfold her laws and profound secrets. 
In order to giv the reader a bird’s-eye view of the 
causes producing the various kinds of weather com- 
mon to the United States and Canada, I will state 
they are produced by the reciprocal action of the 
sun and planets that circle around him. This action 
is electro-magnetic, and its energy is proportionate 
to the mass or size, the rapidity of axial and orbital 
motion, and the combinations of the planets at or 


solar system. He is 886,852 miles in diameter, and 
revolves on his axis in 25 1-2 days. He is 750 times 
the mass of all the planets and planetoids that sweep 
in silent grandeur around him, and by his positiv 
electric energy he controls and guides all their 
motions. There are nine primary planets and many 
secondary. Vulcan, the recently discovered planet, 
is a magnificent world from 35,000 to 40,000: miles in 
diameter, and flies around the sun in 23 days. Heis 
about 15,000,000 miles from him and moves 138,000 
miles per hour. He is, so far as known, the nearest 
planet to him. Mercury, the second, goes 112,000 
miles per hour. Venus travels 75,000 miles per hour; 
earth, 68,000; Mars, 55,000; Jupiter, 30,000; Sat- 
urn, 22,000; Uranus, 15,000, and Neptune, 10,000. 
Jupiter is 1,400 times larger than the earth, turns on 
his axis in 10 hours, and his equatorial diameter is 
6,000 miles greater than his polar. Saturn. revolves 
on his axis in 10 1-2 hours, with his two magnificent 
rings and 7 moons. 

The orbits of planets aré not true circles, but 
elongated easterly. Their nearest point to the sun 
is called perihelion, and the farthest aphelion. The 
orbits, large and small, for convenience are divided 
into 360 degrees, 

During fifteen years of close and careful observation 
it has been thoroughly and repeatedly demonstrated 
that when planets pass 80°, 170°, 260°, and 350°, 
storms occur. The energy and violence of these 
storms is proportionate to the numbers, mass, and 
velocity. In electrical science it has been abundantly 
proved that in all revolving bodies electricity is gen- 
erated along the line of axial rotation and evolved 
upon their equators. So immense an orb as the sun 
generates inconceivable quantities of electricity, and 
it is evolved upon his equatorial belt of 16° in width, 
and from thence hurled upon flying planets as they 
pass these points of rapport, producing clouds, 
storms, cyclones, etc. The sun is positiv to his fam- 
ily of worlds, hence they are negativ to him, and as 
negativs attract the positiv at the points designated, 
this great celestial battery pours off his tidal electric 
wave upon each planet as it passes the point of ex- 


citement, to its full capacity of receptivity. The 


magnetic and also the strongest points are at 170° 
and 350° on the orbit of each planet. The electro- 
magnetic energy comes from space. Hence there is 
enough for each, enough for all, enough for ever- 
more. Hence the perpetuity of the solar system. 
So we need not fear any great cataclysm, “crash of 
worlds, or crack of doom.” Each planet generates 
electro-magnetic energy while in quadrature—i. e., 
between the storm points—and with the added force 
from the sun is rejuvenated and never bankrupt. 
This period of excitement and electric tension lasts 
from three to five days. This represents the period 
of heat, or low barometer in summer and winter, and 
when the combination is such as to evoke heavy 
charges it brings us the great thaws and break-ups 
in the midst of some winters, and the very hot days 
of some summers. The cool or cold weather that 
directly follows is called rising or high barometer. 
These electro-magnetic vital waves, or charges, are 
the life of all worlds, of all living beings and things. 
When they hav swept the circuit of revolving orbs, 
vitalized, purified, stirred, and motionized all fluids 
and gases, they become devitalized, hence electro- 
negativ, and must return to the sun as the electro- 
positiv center for revitalization, and thence repeat 
their ceaseless rounds. These are the statics and 
dynamics, the rest and motion, the ebbs and flows, 
the perpetual pulsation, of omnipotent nature. This 
circulation of vital energy through planetary worlds 
is analogous to the circulation of blood in the human 
body. The arterial blood flows out from the heart at 
every pulsation red, vital, electro-positiv, laden with 
supplies for bodily sustenance, and when these are 
deposited, and effete and useless elements enter the 
venous channels, it becomes devitalized (dark venous 
blood), and hence electro-negativ, and must flow back 
to the lungs as the permanent positiv battery of the 
house we liv in. Hence this force is the cause of the 
circulation of the fluids in the human body. The 
heart, arteries, veins, and nerves are the tubular routes 
for its circulating energy. The return charges, from 
Jupiter, Saturn, and Uranus, energized by Vulcan 
and Mercury, produce solar explosions, sun spots, 
and synchronous with these telegraph wires snap and 
blaze, operators are shocked, etc., proving an electric 
origin. Our frequent storms are produced by Vul- 
can, Mercury, and Venus, energized and prolonged 
by the larger planets. Jupiter passed 170° on 26th 
of October last. He was the chief cause of heavy 
fall rains in California and elsewhere, and of potato- 
rot on tenacious and wet soils. Look for it the ensu- 
ing fall. Dig early. Any ordinary person can fore- 
cast the weather by having the tabulated position of 
planets. This is the gist of the whole question. 
This the * Weather Guide"* givs. The weather can 
be foretold. All those heavy storms of January and 
February were written out last year, the days desig- 


*“The Scientific Weather Guide" for 1886 contains forc- 
casts for the entire year aud much other matter in regard to 
weather. Price 20 cents. Published by Lillingston & Pierce, 


about the same time. Thesun is in the center of the | 200 8. Fourth street, St. Louis, Mo. 


nated, the planets and their combinations specified, 
as the * Guide" will prove. 

If an electric charge is heavy, the cold following is 
proportionate. How valuable this knowledge to 
farmers, gardeners, stockmen, etc.! In Kansas alone 
100,000 head of stock and 100 men perished by cold! 
The forecasts indicated intense cold, and a little 
effort would hav saved. this sacrifice of life and prop- 
erty. Compare the dates of the destructiv storms of 
England, France, Spain, and Portugal, and the United 
States, and then say it is guessworkif you dare. Pri- 
vate citizens, editors, thinkers, students who had 
the “Guide,” and took pains to observe, report 
wonderful accuracy from Maine to California. The 
last heavy snow over New England, New York, Can- 
ada, and Michigan were produced by Vulcan and 
Mercury, the fastest moving planets of the solar sys- 
tem. The wind on February 27th .at Mount Wash- 
ington moved 140 miles per hour; in New York city 
and coast of New Jersey, eighty miles per hour. 
Please note from the 9th to the 22d of March some 
very heavy storms, followed by heavy frosts, even 
in the Gulf states. See the “Guide” for the 
days and causes. The old theory of the sun’s heat 
producing storms, cyclones, earthquakes, auroras, 
electric tidal waves, etc., must go. It cannot stand 
the test of near approach and close examination. 
True, the sun produces evaporation during our 
northern winters from tropical seas and oceans, but 
how does it develop high and low barometers, organ- 
ize a great storm and drive it from the Rockies to 
the Atlantic, and propel it across the Atlantic Ocean, 
and dash it in terrific fury on the Eastern continent? 
Does the sun’s heat alone do this? The sun helps 
produce the vapor, but planetary electro-magnetic 
charges organize and condense the vapors, and drive 
the storm over continents and around the globe? 
Heat does not do it. In a former article, published 
in Tar Taurg Szexer of January 30th, the salient 
points of this treatis were omitted, from some cause. 
If the reader will send and get a “Guide” for 1886, 
he will find a new light dawn on his pathway. 

Burton, Mich., March 8, 1886. D. Hiesz, M.D. 


Notes. 


Tuere is a bill before the English Parliament granting suf- 
frage to unmarried women. Mr. Bradlaugh has moved to 
amend the bill by including married women. 


Tne Andover Review says that the attempt to find a recon- 
ciliation between Genesis and science ‘‘sufficiently exact to 
be worth anything for evidential purposes is doomed to fail- . 
ure from the start." Exactly. Mr. Huxley makes this very 
clear in his answers to Mr. Gladstone. 


Tne last victim of Harrison, the venerable “ boy preacher,” 
is a colored woman who since her conversion is possessed by 
a hallucination that she must kill her husband and baby as a 
sacrifice. The trouble with these cranks, says the Omaha 
Republican, is that their hallucinations are never in the direc- 
tion of killing themselvs. 


Massor D. C. WirLiAMS is a new revivalist. He is following 
the path marked out by Sam Jones, startling the Christians 
who employ him by telling unpalatable truths. He said to a 
Stockton, Cal., Presbyterian assemblage that he found a church 
in Arkansas in which two hundred and ninety out of three hun- 
dred members did not believe all the Bible. As for himself, 
he believed the Bible to be all true or all false. He believed 
every word within its covers, ‘‘fish story and all.” Mr. Wil- 
liams appears to be the regulation fool. 


Aooorpine to the Beacon Light, the Spiritualist journal of 
this city, there are among the Spiritualists of New York those 
who would borrow ecclesiastical machinery to make the new 
faith attractiv. Against this the Beacon Light protests. 
tt Superstition and old forms,” it says, ‘‘ become the cowled 
monk, the swamp exhorter, the dishonest money-making 
minister, the howling dervishes, and the population of priest- 
ridden, church-governed countries, of which Mexico and 
Central America are good examples; but we lav no use for 
the paraphernalia or sacerdotal furniture of ecclesiasticism, 
its crosses, robes, holy waters, sacred hosts, incense burners, 
chalices, bells, printed prayers, Latin chants, masses, incan- 
tations, beads, medals, croziers, and amulets.” The Beacon 
Light is right. 


Orvir, funerals having become an institution in France, it is 
considered necessary to provide for the cases in which the 
Catholic family of a deceased Freethinker might object to 
compliance with his wishes on this point. A bill sent up to 
the Senate by the last Chamber and amended by the former 
was consequently discussed by the new Chamber a short time 
since. Its chief provision, reports the National Reformer, is 
that any adult or emancipated minor competent to make a 
will may regulate the conditions of his funeral, and may de- 
pute one or more persons to watch over their execution. 
Such directions expresscd in a will, in a declaration before a 
notary, or in a memorandum in testamentary form, are to 
hav the same force as bequests of property, and are to be 
subject to the the same rules as to revocation. Bishop Frep- 
pel advocated a clause enabling the local judge to decide 
within twenty-four hours as to the character of the funeral, 
and this was eventually agreed to. Any person violating the 
new law is to be liable to a fine of from 16f. to 100f., and for 
a second offense to from two to five years’ imprisonment. At 
the instance of M. de Mortillet, the eminent anthropologist, a 
clause was added enabling any person to dispose of his body 
in favor of educational or learned societies, 
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Now is tHe TrwE ror RENEWwALS, and we hope all 
will be prompt. If we areto print pictures each 
week, the subscription list must be lengthened. 
That those inclined to help add to the list may find it 
no hard matter, we make the following low terms: 


Single subscription... n $3 00 
One subscription two years, in advance............... s. 5 00 
"Two new subscribers............ eene eee 5 00 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in one re- 
MittAN CÓ... iore iere arepo ce eve a mob deae ea TSE eE 5 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one 
rfemltiahCe noiret eair iti sea cot eee ree eo erasure 7 00 
One subscription with three new subscribers, in one 
remittance .........eeeeeeee entente enean 8 50 
One subscription with four new subscribers, in one 
Témittancé...-eceeeo eee sses es aeoe esser booa eti Ss 10 00 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably 
with one remittance. 


Will not everyone, in renewing, try to get at least 
one new subscriber, thus saving money for themselvs 
and helping us? 

And in renewing inclose 25 cents for the Trurs 
Srzxer Annvat for 1886. 

——————-$-49—— ————— 


This Week's Cartoon. 


In the break-up now going on in the church creeds, 
there are but two roads for those of unsettled faith 
to travel—the one to Rome, the other to Liberty. 
One of these roads, and the heaven it leads to, is de- 
picted by our artist in this issue. While afew—very 
few—Episcopalians, like Heber Newton, hav joined 
. the Protestants who are evoluting out of Christianity 
entirely, the majority are going submissivly back to 
Rome. Already in this country rectors are introduc- 
ing Romish rites into their services, and an Episcopal 
monastic institution is one of the very recent acquisi- 
tions to New York piety. Both in England and 
America Episcopalian parochial schools are being es- 
tablished. Decided intimations of this retrograde 
movement are the Rev. Dr. Dix’s Lenten sermons. 
Dr. Dix would hav a pope. Private judgment he 
likens to a lunatic asylum; its only legitimate office 
being to verify the dogmas of the church—nothing 
more. It has no right to disprove them. ‘ When 
Christ came into the world the private judgment of 
man had no right to discuss, no power to settle ques- 
tions, such as the priestly office, the promises, the 
commands. But men had a right to verify the 
miracles, to compare what he said of himself with 
what was written in their sacred books, to satisfy 
themselvs that he did really die on the cross, and, 


above all, to convince themselvs that he did truly rise | 
To those who are disposed to fol-; 
low Dr. Dix back to Romanism we recommend a. 


from the dead." 


thoughtful study of the picture on the first page of; 
this week's issue. 
-_ OO EA f 

Before the New York Legislature. i 

While the agitation for the Sunday opening of thë 
Museums has been going on, the graver issue of 
church taxation has not been lost sight of for an in- 
stant. And, unexpectedly, just as the petitions to the 
legislature for that purpose were ready to be pre- 
sented, outside aid is offered. Upon Mr. Putnam’s re- 
cent visit to the-state capitol, he found, through con- 
sulting various members of the assembly, that a bill 
had been introduced through the efforts of members 
of the Constitution Club, of Brooklyn, which would 
giv us all we asked, and more, and when the secre- 
tary of the Union returned to New York he arranged 
for a meeting between the supporters of the bill and 
himself, the president of the Liberal Club, and.the 
editor of Tae Trurn Szzxer. It was determined by 
these to support the bill, and Mr. McCabe, secretary 
of the New York State Freethinkers’ Association, was 


authorized to procure a hearing before the assembly 
Committee on Ways and Means, to which the bill 
had been referred, and of which George Z. Erwin is 
chairman. The hearing was set down for Tuesday, 
the 16th. The following is the text of the bill: 


** An act in relation to the taxation of property. 
** The people of the state of New York, represented in sen- 
ate and assembly, do enact as follows: 

‘‘Szorion 1.— The following property shall be exempt from 
taxation : 

“i. AJl property, real or personal, exempted from taxation 
by or under the constitution of this state, or the Constitution 
of the United States. 

** 2. All property, real or personal, the title to which i is, or 
hereafter will be, in the United States, or in this state, or in 
any city, county, town, or village within this state, and 
which is used, or intended to be used, for public purposes. 

** 8. All property exempted by law from execution. 

* SeorioN 2.—From and after the date on which this act 
shall take effect, all lands and all personal estate within this 
state, whether owned by individuals or corporations, shall be 
liable to taxation, except as otherwise specifically provided 
in Section 1 of this act. Provided, however, that the owner 
or holder of stock in any company liable to taxation on its 
capital stock or property, shall not be taxed as an individual 
for such stock. . 

* SgorioN 3.—All property, both real and personal, ex- 
empted from taxation, either in whole or in part, by or under 
any law of this state in force before this act shall take effect 
(except as provided in sections 1 and 2 of this act), shall, 
after this act shall take effect, be assessed and valued in the 
same manner and upon the same basis of valuation as other 
property subject to taxation, and shall be taxed upon its full 
assessed valuation, as follows, namely: in the year 1887 at 
one-tenth of the rate at which other property of the same or 
a similar description in the same town or ward is taxed; in 
the year 1889 at three-tenths of such rate; in the year 1891 
at five-tenths of such rate; in the year 1892 at six-tenths of 
such rate; in the year 1898 at eight-tenths of such rate; in 
the year 1895 at nine-tenths of such rate; in the year 1896, 
and in all subsequent years, at the full rate at which such 
other property is taxed, and such taxes shall be levied, col- 
lected, and applied in the same manner as taxes on other 
property subject to taxation. 

t SEOTION 4.—All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with 
the provisions of this act are hereby repealed. 

tt SzorroN 5.—This act shall take effect immediately.” 


It is a rule of committees to grant advocates of 
measures before them only ten minutes, but this rule 
was waived on the occasion of. the advocacy of this 
bill. The Constitution Club was represented by 
Samuel B. Duryea, the American Secular Union by 
T. B. Wakeman, and the Liberal Christians by Gil- 
bert R. Hawes. This bill has the support of a great 
many unorthodox Christians and a few orthodox 
ones. One of its activ supporters is a director of 
the Young Men’s Christian Association of Brooklyn 
(which association now escapes the annual pay- 
ment of about $3,000 on its building in Brooklyn), 
and all of the members of the Constitution Club that 
we talked with are more or less Christian. But the 
burden of the argument fell naturally to the repre- 
sentativs of the American Secular Union. Mr. Wake- 
man spoke for some forty or fifty minutes, and won 
applause from the listeners, which was promptly 
checked by the committee. There is no question 
thai the real sentiment of the assembly is in favor of 
this bill, but legislators hav such a fear of the relig- 
ious element that we cannot expect it to pass. Pub- 
lic sentiment must be aroused in its favor, and the 
churches combated with their own weapons..-^ á Ther 
j no use of your doing” ‘anything more about this 
bill,” said a member of the legislature to Mr. McCabe. 
“Why?” asked he. “Is it. not a good bill?” “Yes, 
good.enough,” replied the Solon; “but”—here he ex- 
ecuted a complicated wink—‘‘the members will get 
the tip to defeat it.” To. Mr. MeCabe's endeavors to 


: get him to tell who would giv the “tip,” he would 


say nothing positiv, but intimated that the Catholic 
priests would be heard from on the subject. That 
this is so was brought out by one of the senators. 
A member of the Constitution Club called upon him, 
read the bill to him, and asked his opinion of its 
merits. “A good bill" was his comment. “Will 
you introduce it in the senate?” asked the club man. 
“Wm; I think you had better try to get Mr. to 
introduce the bill. Perhaps he will doit. You see” 
—this in a burst of confidence—“ there are six Cath- 


olic institutions in my district, and if I introduce. 
„| this bill I shall be killed.” - 


There we hav the reason why the ght we o hav en- 
tered upon must be a long one, renewed from year to 
year, and from legislature to legislature. We shall 
next week print the arguments of Messrs. Wakeman 
Duryea, and Hawes, before the committee, and we 
urgently beseech every Liberal in the state to scatter 
the papers as widely as possible. The real, solid work 


for this bill has got to be done by the people upon 
the people. Legislators are weather vanes, turning 
with the wind, and a hurricane of public. sentiment 
must be aroused that will snap them around to the 
right position or blow them off their pedestals. 


The Museums. 

Very opportune for the people of this city is the 
action on Sunday opening of museums and libraries : 
taken by the English House of Lords—about the 
only commendable action this fossiliferous body has 
performed for many a weary month. We print en- 
tire the cable despatch to the New York Herald. It 
is dated London, March 20th, and reads as follows: ` 


“The much-mooted ‘Sunday opening question’ may be: 
regarded as settled in this country. No one doubts now that 
soon the Commons will follow the Lords, who last evening, - 
by a majority of fourteen, voted that ‘the time has come 
when, in the interests of religion and education, all national 
collections should be opened to the public on Sunday as on 
other days.’ 

“The Archbishop of Canterbury and seven bishops, of 
course, voted with the church traditions of the past, in the . 
minority. All the peers of ability voted for the measure. 
Lord Bramwell, better known as Mr. Justice Bramwell, 
made a stirring speech in favor of keeping the museums 
and picture galleries open on Sundays. "Turning toward the 
primate and his fellow-bishops; he said: ‘I am perfectly 
satisfied that it is the religious part of the matter that is at 
the bottom of the opposition to the motion. We are alone in 
Christendom in observing Sunday in the way we do. 

“The English view of Sunday is a novelty. I object to 
the way in which Sunday is observed, because it is a day 
wasted. It ought to be.a day of recreation and enjoyment. 
There is nothing in a man's nature which tells him that it is 
wrong for him to enjoy himself on Sunday. The proper in- 
terpretation of the supplication, ‘‘ and lead us not into temp- 
tation," is “do not lay down for us a rule for Sunday which 
we cannot observe." 

** Prince Bismarck has recorded that when he was in Eng- 
land he always had a painful impression of the English Sun- 
day; that he was always glad when it was over, and that he 
was sure that many Englishmen had the same feeling. "That 
is the condition of things that I ask the House to set about to - 
remedy. The English Sunday is misspent. Itis worse than 
misspent. It leads people into temptation. This is not a 
question of the working man only, for there are plenty of — 
other people who are entitled to consideration. It is idle 
and selfish for workingmen to object to being employed 
on Sunday at places of recreation. 

“Several morning papers are jubilant over this victory of 
progress over cant, and one paper hails the vote as an evi- — 
dence that the peers are waking up to the power of popular 
sentiment when such men as Lords Granville, Coleridge, 
Roseberry, Spencer, Ripon, Wolseley, Napier, Bute (the Ro- 
man Catholic convert and the original of ‘ Lothair’), and 
young Lord Houghton—his first vote—join against the arch- 
bishop.” 

In his pamphlet against opening the museums of 
this city on Sunday, Mr. Morris K. Jesup dwelt with 
great emphasis upon the opinion of certain English- 
men who dislike to see the people enjoy themselvs on - 
Sundays. In fact, English opinion was the chief of 
Mr. Jesup’s arguments, occupying six of the sixteen 
pages of his pamphlet. This action of the House of 
Lords, however, completely disposes of that imported 
objection, and we hav deemed it of sufficient impor- 
tance to forward it to General di Cesnola, secretary of 
the committee of conference of the two museums, as 
a supplement to the eighth division of the argument 

ent with the petition, with the request that he sub- 


"mit it to the trustees as a part of that document. 


: In the legislature we hav found an ally in Mr. Ed- 
ward P. Hagan, of the sixteenth assembly district 
of this city. He has introduced the following bill, 
which was read twice, referred to the committee on 
affairs of cities, reported favorably from that com- 
mittee, and committed to the committee of the whole 
for action: 

An act to authorize further appropriations for the mainte- ` 

. nance of the museums in the Central Park, in the city of 

; New York. 

*'The people of the state of New York, represented in 
senate and assembly, do enact as follows: 

* SkorioN 1.— The department of public parks in the city — 
of New York is hereby authorized to apply in each year for 
tbe keeping, preservation, and exhibitions of the collections 
in the buildings in the Central Park, that are now or may 
hereafter be occupied by the Metropolit.n Museum of Art 
and the American Museum of Natural H.5tory, in addition to 
thé sum or sums now authorized by law for such purpose, 
suk h further sum a8 may be appropriated therefor as herein- 
Ere provided, not exceeding twenty thousand dollars; upon 
condition that, and only so long as,the collections in said 
museums, or either of them, shall be kept open and access- 
ible to the public on Sundays, free of all charge, within such 
hours, and subject to such rules and regulations as may bc 
agreed upon between the trustees of said museums and said 
department. 

“ SgorioN 2.— The board of estimate and apportionment in 
said city may, in its discretion, annually include in its final 
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estimate of the. amounts required to pay the expenses of con- 
ducting the public business of the city and county of New 
York for the then next ensuing financial year, the additional 
_sum specified in the last preceding section, or any smaller 
sum for the purposes in said section provided. 

** SgorioN 3.—For the purpose of providing funds to enable 
said department of public parks to carry out the provisions 
of Section 1 of this aet during the current yéar, said board of 
estimate and apportionment is hereby authorized to set apart 
from any of the moneys appropriated for the uses of said 
department for the present year such sum or sums not ex- 
ceeding in all the sum of twenty thousand dollars, as in the 
judgment of said board the occasion may require. 

** BgorroN 4.— This act shall take effect immediately.” 


The trustees will see by the bill that they can ob- 
tain five thousand dollars a year extra from the city 
if they open their doors upon Sundays, and another 
of Mr. Jesup's chief arguments—additional expense 
—is therefore of no force. Indeed, if anybody was 
ever thoroughly answered by facts and logical reason- 
ing, it is the trustees of these museums as repre- 
sented by Mr. Jesup, president of one of them. We 
think it will be difficult for them to find reasons for 
refusing to make the experiment. 

In the Senate another ally is found in- Senator 
Daly, chairman of the committee on cities, beforé which 
committee is a bill to appropriate money for extend- 
ing the museum buildings. “The friends of the 
bill" said Mr. Daly to a reporter, * hav urged upon 
me the necessity for this improvement. I hav told 
them all, however, that they can only gain my con- 
sent to allowing the bill to go out of the committee 
by persuading the trustees to open the museum on 
Sunday Unless the museum is opened on Sunday, 
I think that bill will never see the light of the 
Senate." 

In a book of mingled myth and history, there.is an 
account of a stiffnecked king who saw, at a feast, 
mysterious characters upon the wall They were a 
prophecy which was fulfilled in the death of the king 
and the possession of his country by a Median. 

There is a lesson in the ancient legend that the 
trustees of the museums may profit by. 

— e 


Is a Great Injustice Being Done? 


‘When the American contingent of the Circumpolar 
Observation party returned there was probably not 
a man in the civilized world who did not feel for all 
the members composing the party the profoundest 
pity. It will be the part of some historian, perhaps 
now unborn, to fix the responsibility for the misfort- 
unes upon some one or more persons, or it may be 
upon this nation. On whomsoever it rests that 
memory will be scarred, and it may be indelibly 
blackened, while the memory of the events remains 
with man. Had we navigation laws that make our 

‘navy inefficient? Had luxury or greed of gain made 
us an unmanly nation, that we abandoned brave sol- 
diers of science to perish in the relentless ice? Was 
the secretary of war inefficient or careless? These are 
questions that we may in the hurry of business for- 
get; but like the oft-quoted ghost they will not 
down, and damning to some one or more persons will 

' be the answer. We may ignore them, but years 
hence, it may be, some German historian, perhaps, 
with their terrible thoroughness will unravel and up- 
root till the truth.is known. ` 

But though there was probably not a person in the 
land who knew of it who had not the profoundest and 
most sorrowful sympathy for them in the indescrib- 
able sufferings they underwent, concerning them the 
truth ought to be told with unpitying justice. As to 
the charge of cannibalism it might be said that there 
may be times when the best use a dead body can 
serve is to be eaten. If true it was a misfortune and 
a disgrace to us as a nation for allowing the circum- 
stances that required it; the worse because it never 
occurred in any other Arctic expedition. A man was 
shot to death, which never occurred in any other ex- 
‘pedition. If a struggle of starving men over food 
caused this, is it not our disgrace or some public 
servant's? ` 

There was an enthusiastic Arctic explorer in the 
party, a devotee of science, whose services were con- 
fessedly of prime value in keeping the party in health. 
His body alone, of all who perished, is not brought 
back. His death occurs on the day the other man is 
shot to death. We understand that he was com- 
pelled by force to giv up to Greely a private journal 
that he was keeping for his wife; that for his first 
refusal he was court-martialed, put under arrest. His 
widow who supported herself by her own labors 

“while her husband was giving his life for science and 
the glory of this republic, and who is the daughter 


of a Protestant clergyman; and who has struggled 
through every adversity to vindicate her dead hus- 
band’s memory, begins in this (March) number of the 
North American Review an article on the subject. 
It will be followed by the Arctic journals, or a part 
of them,-kept by Doctor Pavy. It is a sad, a dis- 
agreeable affair; and we approach. it in a spirit of 
fairness to all. But we think it pertinent to ask, 
What became of the journal taken from Dr. Pavy? 
Surely there lives not a man who would blot out the 


just fame of another to exalt himself ? 


e 
A Worthy Enterprise. 


We received not long ago the following card from 

the well-known philanthropist whose name is attached: 
t “New York, Feb. 28, 1886. 

** To THE EDITOR or Tar TgurH Sgexer, Sir: Will youdo 
so much for the interest of the Free Reading Rooms and 
Library at 141 Eighth stréet as to send a reporter there to in- 
vestigate a work that needs and seems to me deserves the at- 
tention of a generous public? And oblige thereby, 

t ELIZABETH THOMPSON." 


The apartment at 141 Eighth street occupied 
as the Free Reading Room and Library is the one 
rendered historic by the late D. M. Bennett’s labors 
and his arrest by the infamous Anthony Comstock. 
Here, before the Liberal publishing business had 
grown as bulky as it is now, Mr. Bennett had his 
editorial sanctum and book store. The appearance 
of the room upon first opening the door brings up 
recollections of the old days, the walls being lined 
now as then with books and papers. The room 
formerly occupied by the printers, together with the 
one adjoining in the rear, thé partition between hav- 
ing been removed, is now used by the Central Labor 
Union as a meeting place. 

The library, founded chiefly through the efforts of 
Mr. Julius Bordollo, secretary and organizer of 
Branch V. of the Socialistic Labor Party, contains 
at present from three hundred to four hundred vol- 
umes. Many of the books are not new. They are 
in English, German, and French, and treat mainly 
of social and scientific subjects. Marx, Lassalle, 
Henry George, and Herbert Spencer are well repre- 
sented. A bright new copy of “Rational Commun- 
ism,” from Tar Trura SEEKER office, is conspicuous, 
and more works from the same source will follow. 
Here is a copy of Paine’s “Age of Reason,” and there 
are Ingersoll’s “ God's," Volney's “Ruins,” Meslier's 
“Superstition in all Ages,” and Reade's “ Martyrdom 
of Man.” There is also a fair sprinkling of novels. 
The books are all gifts to the library, and bear the 
names of the donors. Mrs. Cynthia Leonard, Julius 
Bordollo, and Mr. Pfeister are prominent contrib- 
utors. 

Among the hundred or more newspapers, labor 
journals are the most numerous, and Freethought 
papers are next. Tue Trura SxrxERs exchange list 
is almost duplicated. Of course Liberty is there, 
with the Alarm, La Revolté, the Proleturiat, and 
the Freidenker. Der Arme Teufel is the singular 
name of a German paper. The Herald of Life and 
of the Coming Kingdom was the only religious 
journal noted, though there may be others. Two 
Bibles were gathering dust on a top shelf. 

On the wall is a list of donations to the library, 
with room for more. Here occur the names of Henry 
George, who givs $5; Dr. Rylance, $10; the Central 
Labor Union, $10; and Mrs. Elizabeth Thompson, 
who contributes an even $50. Others swell the sum 
to the neighborhood of $125. 

The Free Reading Room and Library has now 
been in existence a little more than three months. 
During that time an average of about thirty visitors 
for each day hav shared its benefits. The librarian 
is Miss Anna Johnson, who has thus far attended to 
the duties of that position without remuneration. 
This library is the only place of the kind in the city 
where the working man can feel at home, and where 
he can find the literature in which he is and ought to 
be most interested. The managers, of course, are 
free to confess that they stand in need of more liter- 
ature, and solicit contributions of books from those 
able to giv them. Donations in money toward the 
support of the enterprise are also appreciated. This 
Free Reading Room and Library should not be per- 
mitted to languish. 

—————— ————— 

Tue reading-room of the public library in Detroit is now 
open on Sundays. The experiment promises well, the attend- 
ance being large, and consisting of young men who hav 
heretofore had nowhere to go except to church, and those in- 
stitutions, a Detroit paper says, never saw their faces. Bx- 


—— 


preme of satisfaction from the visitors were earnest and 
general, and when the opening is more widely known the 
capacity of the room will be severely tried. The quiet and 
order which prevailed rendered it difficult to distinguish be- 
tween the reading-room in the public library and the study 
of any well-regulated house. We recommend these facts to 
the attention of the trustees of the New York museums and 
the Mercantile Library. 


WE cannot accomplish the objects of the following letter, 
from thé present editor of the Nashville Liberal, better than 
by printing it: 


NASHVILLE, TENN., March 12, 1886. 
E. M. MACDONALD, Dear Sir: I wish you would say in your next 
issue that I desire to get a stone for my father’s grave. It will cost. 
$50. Tell the friends of the Liberal cause to giv me a helping hand, 
as I am poor, and father left me without any means to defray the 
funeral expenses. Please hav all letters directed to W. W. Bailey, 
135 South Cherry street, and oblige 
Your friend. W. W. BAILEY. 


Surely no further words are needed in this case. 
uu etri. 


Jopeine from the various reports we hav received of Mr. 
Charles Watts's lectures we should conclude that his recent 
tour in the states has been most satisfactory to him. While 
his audiences in small places hav been large, in the principal 
cities, such as Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, etc., the halls hav 
been packed. We understand that for the next five Sundays 
he lectures in Toronto, Ontario, and during each week he 
Speaks in various places throughout the dominion. We con- 
gratulate the first vice-president of the American Secular 
Union on his marked success. 


FRIENDS to the number of sixty gathered last Monday even- 
ing at the residence of Dr. Foote, of Lexington avenue, to 
celebrate the seventy-fourth anniversary of the birth of Mr. 
Stephen Pearl Andrews. Speeches were made, and it was 
a pleasant party. This custom of celebrating the birth of 
public benefactors while they are yet living and able to ap- 
preciate the act is a good one. Mr. Andrews is one of those 
characters whose contributions to the education of the world 
hav sentit a long step ahead. It is doubtful if, a thousand 
years hence, it may not be truthfully said, ‘‘ And there arose 
not à prophet since in the universe like unto him." 


: Mr. HERBERT Spencer has contributed a most important 
original article to the Popular Science Monthly for April on 
the limits and interpretation of the doctrin of natural selec- 
tion, and the position of Mr. Charles Darwin in respect to 
the theory of evolution. There hav been so much confusion 
and exaggeration upon this subject as to make desirable an 
authoritativ statement of Mr. Darwin’s just claims in connec- 
tion with the doctrin of evolution, and no man, says Mr. 
Youmans, is so capable of making this estimate as Herbert 
Spencer. The paper will be elaborate and striking, and is 
certain to be very widely read. ! : 


** AaNosTIOUS " will please accept our thanks for his dona- 
tion of $5 toward the illustrations; W. Whittick. for an 
equal amount; E. Chope, for $3.25; Rufus Perkins, for $1 ; 
James B. Gay, for 75 cents; W. J. Tobin, for $2.50 ; Horace 
L. Fairchild, for $2; Warren M. Beales, for $1; A.J. Bell, 
for 25 cents; David Fleming, for 50 cents; I. C. Singer, for 
90 cents; Darius Harris, for 50 cents; Wm. Courson, for 
$1; Fred. Garing, for 25 cents; S. T. Williams, for 40 
cents; Michael Secrist, for 75 cents; Morris Johnson, for 
$1; W. W. Treat, for 25 cents; Anti-Bigot, for $5; George 
Thorne, for $2; A. N. Burgess, for $5; Zenas Kent, for $1; 
Rufus Middleton, for $1; John D. Powers, for $2; J. M. 
Hagaman, for $1. So far, those who like the pictures are 
greatly in majority over the critics. 


J. E. REwssUnRG spoke in Baltimore on Sunday, the 14th 
inst., to a large and enthusiastic audience. Lengthy reports 
of his lecture appeared in both the American and the Sun. 
From Baltimore Mr. Remsburg went to Washington, where 
he was the guest of his friend, Senator Ingalls. While there 
he met President Cleveland. He also attended a session of 
the Supreme Court, and visited both houses of Congress. He 
was particularly pleased to hear the chaplain of the House 
pray God to “‘ deliver us from superstition," and thinks the 
first step in that direction should be the abolition of chaplain- 
cies. Twenty-two years ago, Mr. Remsburg marched through 
Baltimore with a musket on his shoulder and a Bible in his 
pocket. Mr. Remsburg expccted to reach home March 27th. 
Since the beginning of the lecture season last fall he has 
traveled fourteen thousand miles and delivered one hundred 
and fifty lccturcs. He goes to Texas next month. 


Aronsisior CORRIGAN has promulgated the following reg- 
ulations for the observance of Lent by the Catholics in this 
archdiocese: 


1. All the week days of Lent from Ash Wednesday till Easter Sun- 
day are fast days of precept on one meal, with the allowance of a 
moderate collation in the evening. 

2. General usage has made it lawful to drink in the morning some 
tea or coffee. 

3. The precept of fasting implies also that of abstinence from the 
use of flesh meat, but by dispensation the use of flesh meat is al- 
lowed in this diocese at any time on Sundays and at the principal 
meal on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays, with the exception of^ 
Holy Thursday. 

4. It is not allowed to use flesh meat and fish at the same meal. 

5. Lard may be used in preparing fish, vegetables, etc. 

6. The church excuses from the obligation of fasting (but not of 
abstinence from flesh meat, except in special cases of sickness or 
the like) the following persons: 

Youug persons under the ago of twenty-one years, the sick, those 
whose duties are of an exhausting or laborious character, women 
in pregnancy or nursing infants, all who through weakness can 
not fast without great prejudice to their health. 


We are a little late in printing this, and some of our readers 
may hav violated its provisions, but perhaps they can catch 
up by omitting the moderate collation in the evening. Or 
they may make affidavit that their labors are of an exhausting 
nature, 
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- Letters from friends. 


New Yorx, March 15, 1886. 
Drar Eprror: I hav received by mail the following notice, 
and I want you to help me spread it. Obscene [literature 
should be put down: 
TAKE NOTICE. 

Any person to whose knowledge the dissemination of any kind of 
obscene matters, circulars, etc., by mail or otherwise may come; 
will render great assistance to the cause by sending such obscene 
matter, etc., with all particulars as to where it came from, with the 
letter or envelope inclosing the same, to 

ANTHONY COMSTOCK, 
Secretary of the Society for the Suppression of Vice, 
150 Nassau street; New York City. 

I am glad I got the notice; yea, more than glad, and I in- 
voke good Mr. Comstock’s aid right away. Last week when 
I came home from work—I am employed in compounding 
vaseline and salicylic acid in a soap-boiling establishment— 
I found a book on the table, which, in answer to this, I for- 
ward to Mr. Comstock. There are no wrappers or envelopes, 
or I would send them. I asked my wife where the book 
came from, and she said it was left by a lady. I turned over 
the leaves and began to read. The first part told about a 
naked man and woman in a garden who were not ashamed. 
I skipped that, as my eldest daughter was looking over my 
shoulder. Then I read, a few pages along, about & man 
named Joseph being taken to a captain's house and the cap- 
tain’s wife making improper proposals to him. There is a 
picture of this in the east gallery of the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art. Ilosta day last week, and went up to see the mu- 
seums. Sunday I was there, but the doors were not open. 
This picture is just at the éntrance of the outer gallery. The 
woman's clothes are falling off, but she get’s Joseph's coat 
&nd perhaps puts it on. Iturned over the leaves of the book 
pretty rapidly when Isaw my daughter reading this story, 
and I hit a chapter headed ‘‘ Sundry Laws for Men-Servants." 
Thinks I, here's a treatis on domestic, if not political, econ- 
omy which may be useful. It said that when a servant was 
purchased, he should serve six years, but the seventh he 
should go free. This was a new scheme of emancipation, 
and I was just thinking of sending the book to Dom Pedro, 
of Brazil, as an aid to him in freeing the slaves, but I read 
further that if a servant survives a flogging for a day or two, 
the master shall not be punished, and I thought, perhaps, 
Dom Pedro might get cruel ideas from the book, so I didn't 
send it. 'Then I read, further along, about somebody the 
writer—his name is not given—called the Lord burning up 
two men because they put cologne on a fire. Ididn't think 
that was right, and turned down some more leaves. My 
daughter read, ** And the man that lieth with ——" I saw 
the verse, and you bet I skipped along. I found a chapter 
about the Midianites being defeated. Oh, thinks I, this is a 
description of some battle, so I paused. The story is of 
some general named Moses, who killed all the tribes he 
warredagainst. Then he made the conditions of peace. I 
read the stipulations: ‘But all the women children that hav 
not known a man-——" Again I turned over the leaves. My 
daughter's eyes were bulging, and I said to her to go and 
help her mother with the dinner. She went, and I continued 
toread. Ifound a story of a king who saw a woman in her 
bathroom naked, and he sent for her and took her because 
her form pleased him. Another was about @ young man and 
2 girl named Tamar. Another was about a Mormon with 
seven hundred wives and three hundred mistresses. Jingo! 

thought I, he must be as rich as a Washington Senator—only 

they don't hav but one wife, and I don't know how many 
mistresses. There were a lot more of just ‘such stories, and 
I got tired of reading. The book was in two parts, and I 
thought perhaps the second part might be different. But the 
first story I read, after a lot of names from some Jewish 
** Burke's Peerage,” was about a young woman being enceinte 
without the knowledge of her husband, and I threw the book 
down, breaking one of the covers right in two. 

Just then my daughter came to say dinner was ready, and, 
seeing the book on the floor, stooped and picked it up. I 
took it away from her, and locked it up in the bureau 
drawer. '' Wife," I asked, when we sat down to dinner, 
“Who brought that book here?" ‘‘ A lady,” she replied, 
“who said she was a city missionary.” .“ That can't be 
true,” I said; ‘‘she was playing it on you. It mnst be some 
advertising scheme. Missionaries go out to do good.” 

_ ** That's what she said, at any rate, and she talked just like a 
Sunday-school teacher I heard when I was a girl She 
asked me if we had a Bible in the house, if we went to 
church, if the children went to Sunday-school, and if we 
loved Jesus. She must be a missionary." “ Well," I said, 
** Il see who prints the book," and I unlocked the drawer 
and looked at the title-page of the book. This is the imprint, 
Ithink you publishers call it : 

NEW YORK 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
Instituted MDCCCXVI, 


I was astonished. We took up a collection down in the 
shop a while ago to help the Bible society to send books to 
the heathen, and as our boss recommended it—indeed, we 
had to do it, or he would hav discharged us—I thought it 
must be a good thing. It couldn’t be possible, I exclaimed, 
that Mr. Tollgate sent this book to anybody. Why, it’s abom- 
inable ! 

The next morning I started early, so as to find out where 
the Bible House is. I found it. It isa large brick building 
near Cooper Institute (where they teach shorthand and draw- 
ing free), and takes up the whole square between Third and 
Fourth avenues and Eighth and Ninth strects. Mr. Comstock 
can easily find the place. The office was not open, and the 
watchman told me the clerks didn't get down till 10 o'clock. 
But I got our foreman to let me off an hour earlier, and I 
went there on my way home, and asked to see a Bible. A 


man with a white necktie handed me one, and said he hoped 
I would read it. I opened it at the beginning, and there was 
the same story about a man and a woman in a garden, and 
about the captain's wife, just as the picture in the museum 
shows it. It was the same book, and I told the man with the 
white necktie that I guessed I didn't want the book. ''Do 
you hav.people circulating these books," I asked, ‘‘ who call 
themselvs city missionaries?” ‘‘ Yes,” he said, ‘(we employ 
a good many missionaries to canvass the city and leave the 
Bible in families who hav not got them.” ‘‘ Well,” I said, 
for I was mad, ‘‘if you leave another one at my house PI 
bring it here and stuff it down your throat. I want my wife 
to be a good woman, and my children to grow up virtuous.” 

When I got home I told my wife that she was right. The 
woman was a missionary. Then I unlocked the bureau 
drawer again, took the book out, and was going to the kitch- 
en to put it in the stove, when my wife handed me Mr. 
Comstock’s notice. So I hav sent it to him, and told him 
just where to find the publishing house. If I knew where 
the woman livs who sent it, I would tell him, so he could 
arrest her. If he could get her in Mr. Benedict’s court, I 
know he would imprison her, and, as Mr. Comstock says, 
the world is better off without such people as distribute ob- 
scene literature. 

I giv you all these particulars so if some fellow in the post- 
office should steal my letter to him Mr. Comstock can know 
just where to find the fellows who sent the book. I hope he 
will get Mr. Ducret to write for a copy, and then imprison 
the Bible Society agent. 


. Yours against obscene literature, Mox. 


Boonton, N. J., March 9, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: The first meeting of the Boonton Secular 
Union was on the 9th of March. Hubert Booth gave an essay 
on the ‘‘Nine Demands of Liberalism,” which gave great 
satisfaction. We hav fifteen members, and hope to hav more 
in a short time. Mr. Reynolds is a fine speaker, and Mrs. 
Reynolds is splendid. They are liked very much in Boon- 

ton. Yours truly, A. M. B. 


Parsons, Kan., Feb. 18, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: For the first time in many years we hav been 
fortunate enough to hav three lectures by Mr. J. L. Andrews 
on ** Modern Infidelity,” for which our people giv him credit, 
and wil make arrangements to hav him come again before 
long. We hav many Liberals, as in many other places, who 
are quiet for fear of their business, but at some future day 
they may come to the conclusion that it is their duty to come 
forward and help keep church and state separate. 
Mr. Andrews secured you several subscribers for your 
paper. W. M. Brav. 


. 


CaTHLAMET, W. T., Feb. 21, 286. 

Mr. Eprror: At last I can report from our League. We 
had a lecture Friday evening, the 19th, at the hall, delivered 
by Mr. Bruce Polworth, one of our League brothers, enti- 
tled, ‘‘ Infidelity—Its Aims and Uses,” and a very enjoyable 
evening was spent. Mr. Polworth is a young man of rare 
promis as a lecturer, and intends devoting his life to the cause 
he so ably advocates; and Freethought gains an enthusiastic 
recruit. May we obtain many more of the same kind. After 
the lecture the secretary obtained the names of three more 
for membership, making a total of twenty-eight members, 
with prospects of still more. : 

I hope Mr. Putnam will come as far West as Portland, Or- 
egon, this fall, at least; also Mr. Remsburg. Hoping that 
you will succeed in your task of freeing the minds of people 
from superstition, I am i 

Yours for love of truth, Lipa I. ALBERT, 
Secretary Walikeakum County, W. T., Liberal League. 


Geneseo, ILL., March 1, 1886. 

Mr. Epnrron : J. E. Remsburg has come and gone. He de- 
livered three lectures, ‘‘ Sabbath-Breaking,” “ Bible Morals,” 
and ‘‘ False Claims.” In spite of the very muddy roads and 
the large orthodox element, he had good audiences. A large 
hall (the best in the city) was nearly full, and they all seemed 
well satisfied. Geneseo is full of churches and church-goers, 
there being only two outspoken Freethinkers in the place 
that I know of, and a population of nearly four thousand. 
Yet, with all the ministers on the alert to keep the crowd 
away, even instituting prayer-meetings on Sunday afternoons 
while the second lecture was being delivered, the crowd came 
and listened with rapt attention while Mr. Remsburg in his 
earnest, candid way presented truths to them new and 
strange. A Mr. Ostrum and wife, living near Galoa, some 
thirty miles away, seeing a notice in Tne TRUTH SEEKER of 
Mr. Remsburg's lecture, came on the cars to hear him, they 
and myself being the only ones that met Mr. Remsburg at the 
depot. Sorry there are no Liberals living in Geneseo to wel- 
come them to their homes. 

Right here I wish to say, in Tug TRUTH SEEKER of Febru- 
ary 20th Mrs. Sarah Metzger writes, among other good things 
She says, * And here let me say any Liberals traveling this 
way or in this vicinity will be welcome guests at our house." 
Iwish to thank her for such sentiments, and say further, to 
her in particular, and all good Liberals, I and wife extend the 
same invitation. We liv five miles northwest of Geneseo, 
Ill., north side of Green river, where we will be pleased to 
see our Liberal friends at any time. 

Taking it all in all, Mr. Remsburg made a good impression 
in our town, and his candid, gentlemanly bearing won him 
many friends, and many express a desire to hear him again 
in the near future. I hear the Episcopal minister has deliv- 
ered a sermon in his church demolishing Mr. Remsburg and 
his logic, and fully, in his own estimation at least, settled the 
divine claims of his God-inspired book. I think he was hit, 
else he would not flutter. With many good wishes, I re- 
main, Yours, etc., L. G. BARNES. 


Homer, N. Y., Jan. 17, 1886. 

Mz. Eprror: Will you please giv me a small space in your 
more than valuable paper, as I havtaken your valuable sheet 
for seven or eight years and hav never asked the favor be- 
fore? I willsay on the start that I am a Spiritualist of the 
first water, having been converted to it while I was à mem- S 
ber of a close Baptist church ; not going after it, for it came 
to mein my own home, and through the mediumship of a 
daughter of mine, then eight or nine years old. She was a 
rapping medium, and also writing tests of all kinds were 
given through her to strangers and all that called at our home, 
and for years people came from ten to thirty miles around to 
get communications from their friends on the other side. 
Through her I received all the tests I ever desired, and of 
course I did not keep my standing in the church, as I could 
not and be a Spiritualist; and as I could not go back on my 
own senses and knowledge of what I knew to be truth, I left 
the church. They called it heresy. Now I wish to say here 
that I hav had all and every test that I hav ever desired. ` 
and through my own organism, for I am mediumistic myself. 
I hav attended spiritual gatherings and materializations, and 
hav had the opportunity to detect fraud if it was practiced ; 
and only in two cases hav I detected fraud. These pretended 
mediums are more properly tricksters, and as Miss Ella E. 
Gibson has spoken of one of them as being connected with 
“Bottom Facts,” I will say here that I am acquainted with 
John Truesdell, and know that he is a medium and a 
trickster both; hav known him for twenty years and over, 
and I would like to ask why she and also Elmina are willing 
to take his statement that he does it and not put him to the 
test. There was just such a man came here two years ago 
and advertised himself as going to knock Spiritualism all 
endways. He and his wife were both mediums, and they 
gave out that they would demonstrate to the audience that 
all was a mere trick, and he would show how it was done. 
He had a cabinet in our Opera House and all our clergymen 
came. The hall was filled, but he kept putting them off as 
to showing them how some of his phenomena were done until 
the last night, but failed to show them. This Professor Star 
wanted to buy a horse and buggy, and 1. had a horse and 
buggy to sell, and Itold him I would make a proposition, 
and made it to him before the audience. It was this: I had 
seen a medium, Horatio Eddy, go into a cabinet with his 
coat sewed up in front to his chin, and bound with cords 
tightly bound all over; saw him go into a cabinet, and in 
less than fifteen seconds the cabinet door opened and his coat 
camé out on the floor, and he was bound with cords as when 
he went in, and his coat also sewed up as before. Now this 
was the offer I made Professor Star: That if he would go 
into the cabinet in the same condition that H. Eddy did and 
produce the same trick, as he called it—and I said I don't 
know but you may do it in the cabinet—but if you will 
take your chair out and place it before the audience and do 
the same thing and show it all to be a trick, then I will at 
once hitch up my horse and buggy and you can take it asa 
trophy of your exploits. I hav promised myself a great 
many times within the past year that I would say a few 
words as regards Spiritualism and Materialism, but of course 
I hav no sympathy with Materialism. 

But we are all seeking for another end, that is, the liber- 
ation of this country from the thraldom of superstition, and 
are seeking to place in power men who will all see that those 
Nine Demands are accomplished, call for. and giv to woman 
the ballot, and stay Catholicism where it is and destroy its 
power in toto. Mr. Editor, as I am an unlettered man I want 
you to correct all my mistakes, and, if you can get my mean- 
ing, giv me this privilege in your paper, and I wish to say 
here that I will accept your kind offer on the paper from 
another year on, and before my subscription is out I will 
send you the five dollars, and would order some pamphlets 
iflhad your catalog. Please send it now. As I hav said, 


‘look this over and write it up in shape so it will read more 


intelligently. I wil be glad. I am much pleased with the 
pictures on the outside of your paper. I think the ‘‘Spider 
and the Fly" is just the best thing I ever saw, and to Miss 
Susan H. Wixon I hav & thousand thanks for what she is 
doing for the children. May Tue Teurh SEEKER liv to over- 
throw superstition. A. Bartes. 


Syracuse, N. Y., March 8, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: It is not very often we see in your '' Letters 
from Friends” a communication from Syracuse, and then 
from Mrs. Colman or John Truesdell. The former I hav 
never met, but Truesdell I am slightly acquainted with, and 
know him to be one of the leading men of this city, and 
especially in all that pertains to charity, and know that he 
givs to the poor of this city more than all the profits he ever 
realized from thé sale of his book, ‘‘ Bottom Facts." I hav 
been a reader of Tue Trurn SEEKER for four years, and I 
am more than pleased with its illustrations, and think your 
experiment in that line a success. I wish we had more men 
of the stamp of T. Winter and Jolin Truesdell to tear away 
from the skirts of Liberalism such hangers-on as Spiritualists. 
Liberalism can never be a success until it cuts itself loose 
from and ignores all superstitious ‘‘isms.” This city isfull of 
Freethinkers, but has no organized body, and w.: hav very 
few lectures. Yours as a truth seeker, 'H.-M. C. 


Iowa Crry, Ia., Feb. 18, 1886. 

Mz. Eprror: In your issue of January 2, 1886, you ask: 
Where was God at the time of the Nanticoke mine disaster 
in Pennsylvania, when so many of the inhabitants of this 
planet were suffocated with the foul air that their God had 
prepared for that purpose? In answering that question I am 
a little perplexed, as I sometimes think there must be several 
gods who are watching over the affairs of this earth. Iam 
sure one of the gods is here in Iowa this winter. I will tell 
you why: Some two years ago the people of Iowa passed a 
law prohibiting the sale of liquor in this state. Since then 
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- the Prohibition people hav been praying to their God to 
come down and enforce it. They do not try to enforce it 
themselvs, as they say it will ruin their business. The devil 
has retained all of the lawyers of any note, and the most of 
the judges. Now their only recourse is to get God to come 

. down from his home in heaven and go to work and whip out 
the devil and his army of followers in Iowa. 

Iam informed by as good authority as there is in this city 
—1men who claim to hav been captains and recruiting officers 
for some years—that God has actually gone to work to re- 

,move the curse from the state. Isee that the devil is like- 
wise hard at work recruiting his army for the battle that is 
momentarily expected to come. off. The devil has sent 
Beelzebub to Iowa City to look after thc recruiting officers. 
They hav already opened forty-two places, which are kept open 
from six o’clock in the morning until twelve at night. His 
headquarters are at Des Moines, and will be until after the 
legislature adjourns. 

The Prohibition army hav opened some twelve recruiting 
offices, where they are hard at work recruiting their ranks; 
some three or four keep their offices open through the week, 
but the balance only open about once a week. They are very 
particular whom they enlist, as the uniforms must be kept very 
clean and neat. Should a recruit come in who cannot pur- 
chase a good uniform, and cannot contribute pretty well to 
pay the expenses of the officers God has sent here to run 
these recruiting offices, they do not encourage him to come 
around very often. They usually take a recruit on six 
months’ trial. During that time should he learn the tactics so 
he can repeat them over in response to the drill sergeants, 
and keeps his uniform neatly cleaned, respond to roll-call 
every week, pay the amount required to keep up the head- 
quarters, mess, and regimental band, then they muster him 
in and enter him on the muster rolls of the army of God. If 
he is unable to perform these duties he is requested to keep 
out of the camp or go back and be trained awhile longer in 
the awkward squad. Some time ago they were not so par- 
ticular as to whom they recruited. They took all good, able- 
bodied men, regardless of their financial condition. But 
now they are compelled to take only people who can keep up 
with the times. As soon-as the army is properly recruited 
they will make an attack upon the camp of the enemy (pro- 
vided their God will lead them in person) and drive the devil 
and his gang clean out of the state. They never will stop 
this side of Chicago—the last ditch. 

The department commander has detailed St. John, the 
Prohibitionist, to go to hell for the purpose of trying to in- 
duce the brimstone makers to strike for more wages. If it 
can be effected, the new recruits from Wall street and the 
Chicago Board of Trade will put up a corner on sulphur 
which will bull the market and compel the devil to leave 
Des Moines and go back to look after the market. In that 
way the Prohibition army will surround the capitol. The 
noise they will make by the blowing of their horns will cause 
the walls to tumble, leaving them free to murder every man 
in the camp, and every male child, and save the women for 
the wives of their young men. The soldiers of the devil 
caught one of their lawyers in the ranks of the enemy, blow- 
ing his bugle for Prohibition. The prisoner was captured, 
court-martialed, and sentenced to be tarred all over, decorated 
with three goose quills in honor of his profession. The 
temperance people are looking on with a great deal of inter- 
est to see the outcome of the battle. Should the outposts 
report anything serious, the temperance people will declare 
an armistice, stop the fighting, place a heavy revenue on all 
liquors sold in the state, and in that way once more restore 
peace and harmony. OLD SOLDIER. 


Newport, Me., March 18, 1886. 

. Mr. Epiror: Of the very many readers of Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER I doubt if any one has thought more intensely than I 
hav on those truly cheering words of Frederic Harrison in 
his paper on “The Religion of Humanity,” printed in Tux 
Trurn SEEKER of January 23d. Alone with myself I re- 
viewed my life, and asked myself, Hav I lived for others? 
What a grand theme for contemplation! and how shall we 
“liv for others?” I venture to say that if even one-half of 
the human family unselfishly lived for others, not a pauper- 
house or a prison, nor a house of prostitution, nor a dis- 
gracful army or navy, no crime or intemperance, no sickness 
or sorrow, would be in all this wide world. 

Again I ask, What is it to liv for others? Did Mr. Harri- 
think deep when he .penncd those mighty meaning words? 
Now let us honestly see what we must do to liv for others. 
Those who unselfishly liv for others cannot bind by law any- 
one in any of the business transactions of life. All business 
must be carried on on the principle of love instead of for 
gain. Taking pay for the use of money, no matter how 
small the compensation, will not be thought of for a moment. 
Those who liv for others cannot take pay for preaching 
truth. Those who liv for others will not be bound by, or con- 
form to, man-made laws, but will be a ** law unto themselvs.” 
Those who liv for others will come out from this mad, insane 
world, and devote every moment of their lives for the good 
of others. 

No person who livs for others will engage in any business 
the effect of which is injurious to anyone. Could this grand 
principle be put into practice to-day, not a bar-room would 
open to-morrow, not an ounce of tobacco would be touched 
at all, and evcry stalk would be left standing in the field. 

To liv for others would require everyone to hav clean 
stomachs, and cease to keep and eat earth’s abomination— 
filthy swine. : 

To liv for others, not à manufactory in the world would 
run over six hours a day. To liv for others is to inaugurate 
the reign of human brotherhood here on this earth, and when 
human brotherhood is lived out practically, coöperation and 
community life will be in practice elsewhere. When people 
come to community life, buying and selling, weighing and 


measuring, relics of barbarism, will be unknown, and money, 
the world's great curse, will be abolished forever. (In THE 
TRUTH SEEKER of February.6th is a poem entitled *' Gold." 
Its importance can never be told. At least twenty-five years 
ago my eyes began to be opened to see what is now perfectly 
clear, that ‘‘ the one devil to be destroyed is money." And 
that poem proves the truth of what I hav many times said, 
that I never advanced an important truth, no matter how 
t crazy” it might be called, but I hav lived to see it indorsed’ 
by others. Now this poem, by J. H. Hollins, in THE TRUTH 
SEEKER, fully confirms it.) . 

When this glad day dawns on this earth, . cities, those 
great cesspools of corruption, will be depopulated. When 
men universally liv for others, all night travel on land will 
cease, and tired man and beast will rest, as nature designed. 
The wise will understand.. SEWARD MITOHELL. 

P.S.—Since writing the above, the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 
isat hand, and what a splendid treat for the low price of 
twenty-five cents! And as I read the story of ‘‘ The Curate 
of Churnside,” and came to the words, ‘‘ But he had forgotten 
to reckon with himself," I felt that in that onesentence I had 
&mple remuneration for the cost of the book. If all children 
were taught that some time in their lives they must ‘‘reckon 
with themselvs," instead of having to giv an account to an 
unknown God, whom they will never meet, not a disgraceful 
prison in all the land would long be seen, and gradually pov- 
erty and crime would disappear. And those beautiful words 
to the children in the Westminster Secular School, printed 
under the heading of “Editorial Notes" in Tae TRUTH 
SEEKER of January 28d, “ Be good, be honorable, be true; 
and let your speech be pure," ought to be printed in golden 
letters and hung on the walls of every school-room and pri- 
vate dwelling in the world. How many children taught such 
elevating words would ever become inmates of a prison? I 
venture to say not one in many thousands. 

I hav read with great interest the account in the ANNUAL of 
the arrest of the saviors of the world, especially that of D. M. 
Bennett, nature's grandest production, but fail to see the 
names of E. H. Heywood and Seward Mitchell. The two 
most honored names that will be remembered in history are 
D. M. Bennett and E. H. Heywood, and while the former 
cannot be mentioned too often, the latter must never be for- 
gotten, for his services for humanity are too great to be care- 
lessly passed by as long as tyranny sits enthroned in church 
and state. S. M. 


Yusa Cir, CAL., Feb. 18, 286. 

DEAR FRIEND AND EDITOR oF Taz TRUTH SEEKER: I will 
acknowledge the receipt of the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL, also 
a few words to be placed in the columns of Letters from 
Friends, should it escape the waste basket, I hav read a 
good deal in the last fifteen years, but I must confess that I 
never was so interested by simply the reading of a book until 
two years ago last January, when I got hold of and read two 
books written by Thomas Paine, the “ Age of Reason” and 
“ Rights of Man." I had my doubts several years ago. Ijoined 
theChristian or Campbellite church. After that I read for my- 
self, and the more I read the less I believed the minister that 
preached to us. I don’t believe the Bible to be the inspired 
word of God Almighty, no more than itis my word. What 
is good and edifying I accept, but what is obscene and hurt- 
ful to the minds of our children, I sày, Away with it. 

The preachers are preaching against crime and vice, using 
the Bible as their bludgeon to annihilate Satan and all crime. 
The preachers are the greatest blasphemers and criminals in 
our fair land. They accuse and proclaim from the pulpit to 
their congregation that God through the Holy Ghost came to 
this earth and betrayed a virgin. Iam not very good, but I 
never accuse or blaspheme the name of the deity in any such 
language as that. I like Taz TRUTH SEEKER so well thatI 
cannot do without it. When the papers come Saturday THE 
TRUTH SEEKER is the first. I want to see the illustrations of 
Watson Heston; they speak louder and with more force than 
words. 

I hav not read the Annvat all through yet. Isee some 
items of historic fame that I never saw before. I want so 
much to be among that goodly number who are trying to 
break down the walls of superstition; but all that I can do 
at present is to take your paper, for I am a poor man. The 
people are indifferent to any reform. Not one-fourth of 
the people go to church in this neighborhood? They seem 
to hav a prejudice against Col. R. G. Ingersoll and 
Thomas Paine. Ask them if they ever read any of their 
works, they will tell you, No, and don’t want to. They 
will also say there is too much spiritual reading to suit them. 
I wish your paper and all other Secular reforms prosperity 
and success. P. W. Rows. 


East PORTLAND, OR., March 1, 1886. 

Mr. EprroR: Inclosed find $8.50, and apply as directed. 
It is the hardest thing imaginable to get subscribers for a 
Liberal paper. Though you may find people to agree with 
you that Mohammedanism is a bubble, Christianity a false 
light, and Judaism full of miracles that could not be ex- 
plained and a million to one that they are all falsehoods, yet 
the truth is an unwelcome visitor to them all. We had this 
winter two revival meetings here. The first was an English 
lady’s. She held a revival here before Christmas, and I at- 
tended to learn if there was anything new about it. I found 
the same old stock in trade, frightening the people with 
death-bed scenes and telling them of the endless tortures of 
hell, but the converts they gained by it were a remarkable 
lot. Boys and girls between the ages of ten and fifteen years 
were in the majority: the rest were intellectually bankrupt. 
I hav been very much pleased to read the many letters in Taz 
TRUTH SEEKER, but above all come Mrs. Slenker’s. Did we 
hav many of her stamp, priestly superstition and spiritual 
humbug would be of short duration. The TRUTH SEEKER 
pictures are admired by all Liberals, but I showed ‘‘ The 


Spider and the Fly” to a church-member, and he pronounced 
it more truth than poetry. Hoping you will continue them, 
Iremain, Yours respectfully, C. L. SILVERMAN. 


LEAVENWORTH, KAN., March 14, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: Tally one for H. Clay Luse. The ninety and 
nine had expressed their approbation, and the monotony was 
becoming painful. In the nature of things somebody ought 
to kick. Who should the kicker be? The finger of fate soon 
solves the problem, and points to H. Clay Luse as the 
** chosen vessel." 

And so H. Clay Luse don’t like the pictures! And he 
thinks it the greatest mistake Tar TRUTH SEEKER ever made. 
Not so, my brother; it was the greatest hit THE TRUTH SEEKER 
ever made, and it is the sharpest arrow in her well.filled 
quiver. Š 

The idea of cartooning the enemy was. an ‘‘ inspiration” 
from ‘‘on high,” and I almost cried for joy when I saw the 
grand, heroic old TRUTH SEEKER stock her arsenal with this, 
the most effectual weapon of modern warfare. 

What if the colors are vivid? The truth demands and 
poetic license sanctions it. Heston is a brick, and will yet 
"down" Nast as a cartoonist. The ‘Clerical Surprise 
Party " was the best thing of the season. Giv ’em sheol! 

S. R. SHEPHERD. 


CHARLOTTE HARBOR, FLA., Feb. 27, 1886. 
My Dear Enrron: In the letter I wrote you, published 
Feb. 20th, **8th Iowa” should have been ninth. I think the 
8th was with General Canby. Iam sure they were not with 
the 15th army corps. As some might doubt all I had to say 
(which was not much) on account of this error, I wish you 
would rectify it. My little Negro School is out to-day, and I 
shall start Monday to find the county superintendent. It is 
no small job in this country, for our counties arelarge. If I 
succeed and can get a bill I will send you $1. Iam sorry 
my contributions to so valuable a paper hav to be so small. 
If I succeed in getting my pension I will do better. Iam, as 

ever, Yours for Freewill, Freethought, and Free Religion. 
Rev. SAMUEL B. Hunrsvr. 


NocaL, New Mexico, Feb. 22, 1886. 
- Mr. Epiror: I remit $10, for which amount please giv me 
credit. I hav had the benefit of your valuable paper fora : 
long time free, but am at last able to contribute something 
toward the spread of Liberal ideas. 

I am a miner and hav been struggling against ‘‘ hard 
luck," sustained by hope and rough fare, for several years. 
Something to eat and how to get it has claimed my atten- 
tion to the exclusion of everything else; but I feel that I 
should either stop my paper or pay up, and as I don’t want 
to do without Taz TRUTH SEEKER, I choose the latter course. 
I prize your journal because it is the most fearless champion 
of liberty, and the most enterprising opponent of prevalent . 
fanaticism that Ihav ever seen. I hope to soon be able to 
order some of your publications, especially Bennett’s 
** Around the World.” NATHANIEL Moore. 


OxeTo, Kan., March 10, 1886. 

Mr. Enprrozn: I hav been a subscriber to your paper for but 
a short time, although an occasional reader, as Brother How- 
ell, of Nebraska, furnished me with copies from time to time, 
and I hav derived a great deal of pleasure as well as profit 
‘from the perusal of your paper, and as long as Tne TRUTH 
SEEKER can claim such a corps of able, fearless, and fair- 
minded contributors it is bound to win the esteem and sup- 
port of all liberty-loving people who hav at heart the progress 
of humanity. 

I find especial pleasure in reading the contributions of 
“Holt,” and although some of his ideas may be branded as 
European, they contain a bitter truth that we of the West 
and South can testify to. Nor hav I been a disinterested 
reader of your contributions on the educational problem. 
This is the most important and at the same time the most 
difficult problem that Liberals are called upon to solve. The 
snaky hand of superstition is upon the throat of our little 
ones, nor will it loose its hold till the monster itself is throt- 
tled. That the Bible, with its stultifying doctrins, be kept 
from the public schools, is not sufficient. In all my experi- 
ence as a teacher, which is quite extensiv, I cannot call to 
mind a single series of books that hav not reproduced most 
of the pernicious dogmas of the Bible, and in most of the 
primary books gods, devils, and angels are paraded in such 
a manner as to leave them in the minds of the children living 
realities. Here is sown the seed that afterward ripens into 
religious fanaticism, that causes the demented devotec to 
thrust the murderous knife into the quivering flesh of his own 
offspring, or nerves the hand of the assassin to remove the 
chief magistrate of a great nation. 

Nor is this the only difficulty. Infidelity is unpopular; 
there are few, if any, districts that would employ an avowed 
Infidel without meeting opposition from some of the patrons. 
I know whereof I speak; the teachers know this. When we 
consider these facts we see at once that a premium is placed 
upon hypocrisy, and I will add that the clerical cloak does 
not cover all the hypocrisy in the world. 

I might illustrate. Some years ago Professor ; while 
conducting the Normal Institute for this county, read the 
Mosaic account of creation, and after the conclusion re- 
quested all those who believed, that to be literally true to rise 
to their feet. A large majority rose at once. He then said, 
“Tf there are any in the room that hold different views, I 
should like to see them rise also." Two young men arose, 
only two, and they were brothers. The crestfallen appear- 
ance of the professor, who was himself an Infidel, may be 
better imagined than described. 

Inclosed you will please find $7.50, for the renewal of my : 
own subscription and for two new subscribers—one of whom 
is a former pupil oi mine, which givs me especial pleasure. 

Jonn A. MAYHEW. 
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Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


The Heifer and the Bottle. 


A TEMPERANCE FABLE. 
A fine red heifer graced my stall, 
Ever obedient to my call; 
Frisky and gentle, kind and wild, 
As wayward as a petted child. 
The neighbors said, with cool surprise, 
“Just see the mischief in her eyes !? 
As round the barn-yard free she ran; 
* She knows as much as any man.” 
Daily I gave a warm bran mash ; 
Not that deceitful, hurtful trash 
That first is “soured ” and then distilled, 
"Whose spirit has its thousands killed; 
But clean and wholesome from the wheat, 
And fit for man or beast to eat. 


One day, when she had licked her pail 
As though her rations seemed to fail, 
Then turned and licked it o’er and o’er, 
And looked at me to ask for more; 

By chance I saw my neighbor’s man, 
A poor old tipsy toper, Dan. 

His rags would all the crows affright ; 
His ** blossom ” nose a sorry sight; 
Though hungry he’d too much to eat, 
Whisky his bread and rum his meat. 

I knew his pockets would contain 

The filthy master of his brain, 

And called, ** Come in and let me take 
Your bottle, Dan.” “For mercy's sake 
Don't ever think of such a thing,” 
Said Dan; “avoid the serpent’s sting, 
Its wound is worse than death and hell.” 
* Oh, yes,” I cried, “I see it well, 

I want to giv Red Bess a taste.” 
“Well, take the bottle, do not waste. 
The very smell will drive her hence ; 
To taste it she has too much sense.” 


I poured about a tippler’s dram, 

And, rushing, Bess looked, “ Here I am,” 
Thrusting her nose among the mess; 
Then madness seized the gentle Bess. 
Snorting, she turned and kicked the pail; 
With head erect and switching tail 
Around the yard in rage she ran, 

And looked with strange disgust at man. 
Old Dan exclaimed, **I told you so; 

A man a8 much as beasts should know.” 
I tried to soothe with soft caress, 
“Co-boss, co-boss, come, bonuy Bess.” 
She shook her head and ran away. 


When with the mash I came next day, 
She stood aloof and at me looked, 

And sniffed the mess so nicely cooked ; 
Her doubt expressed, “I’ve had enough, 
I will not taste the horrid stuff.” 

Nor would she touch it, till I took 

The pail and hand by handful shook 
Around her nose that she might see. 
Then Bess again was friends with me. 


A week went by, when, o’er the fence 

Old Dan exclaims, ‘‘ How's Common Sense? 
Here, take the bottle in and show ; 

Let’s see if Common Sense will know.” | 

No sooner had it reached my hand 

Than bonny Bessie took a stand, 

With head held down and horns turned out, 
Quite ready to defend her doubt. 

And when I shook it near her face 

She charged on me, to my disgrace, 

And drove me headlong from the ground ; 
“Well,” shouted Dan, “ now ain't she sound? 
You can’t fool her with ‘ tangle-foot,’ 

And man is meaner than the brute !” 


` I gaye old Dan his bottle back. 
And zigzag ran his clumsy track, 
As down the road he passed from sight ; 
But what think you he did that night? 
* No doubt he went and signed the pledge.” 


Alas ! next day beneath the hedge 

We found his body stark and stiff, 
While bonny Bess, with snort and sniff, 
And shaking head, stood near to say 

In language plain, ** Behold the way 
That horrid stuff to me you gave 
Prepares a subject for the grave. 

When deep philosophy can’t teach 

You nobler creatures born to specch, 
And graver morals will not suit, 

Then take instruction from the brute.” 
Escanaba, Mich. Isaac A. Poor. 


—19—9—9— 
À Big Joke. 


A TRUE STORY FOR THE OHILDREN. 

When I take a seat by the fire, in the even- 
ing, and light my cigar, it is the signal for my 
little seven-year-old girl, named Merta, to 
climb into my lap and say, : 

* Now, papa, tell me some more stories 
8bout the war." 

I hav told her a great many, for you must 
know, children, that I was in the army over 
four years, and at the front all the time. 

Last night I told the following true story, 
and asit pleased Merta I thought it might 
please the other little Liberals. I call it, ‘A 
Big Joke,” and a big one it was, I tell you, in 
more senses than one. 

It was in the winter of 1864, and our regi- 
ment, as well as our brigade, lay at Nashville, 
Tennessee, where we were in what is called 


a 


* winter quarters." Troops generally stay 
some time in the same place when they go 
into winter quarters; so we took great pains 
to build us neat little houses about, like your 
play-houses. And, indeed, children, I do 
think if you could hav seen the rows and 
rows of little buildings, with little chimneys 
sticking out of them, and none of the houses 
over seven feet high, and covered with cloth, 
and with little doors on the ends and little 
8x10 windows in the sides, you would hav 
laughed, and thought you had found a city of 
little folks, like our old friend Gulliver. And 
our houses were ''play-houses"' to a certain 
extent, for in nearly every one you could hear 
such remarks as: : 

** My deal, Bill." 

** Crown my man there." 

** Bob, it’s your play.” 

** Confound the luck! 
and nine spots." 

“T pass." 

“ That makes us six to your four.” 

** Muggins, Jim, Muggins!" 

“Tm game to your high, low.” 

“ Check!” 

“I order it up.” 

Mind you, children, this was not from one 
tent or house, but from different ones, for the 
walls are so thin that you can hear what is 
going on in each tent all over the company 
camp-ground. Yes, we used to hav some 
high old times in camp, to make up for the 
hardships of marches, battles, and picket 
duty. 

It was the last of February, and we had 
had a very cold winter, and even as late as it 
was, we had more or less snow every night. 
That is, light snow, for they do not hav such 
snow-storms as we hav in Michigan, by any 
means. About one o'clock in the afternoon 
we drew five days’ rations, as we had been 
doing all winter—what is that, dear? You 
don’t know what ''rations" are? Why, ra- 
tions are the food—the ''hardtack," coffee, 
sugar, and other things—the government givs 
the soldier toeat. They giv him just so much 
for a day’s eating, so if the soldier eats it all 
at one meal, he has to go without the next 
two, except under certain circumstances I 
will tell you about some other time. No! we 
did not draw rations on a hand-cart, nor with 
a piece of chalk, littleone. I will explain that 
some other time, too, for I must get along to 
tell you about the joke. ; 

Well, on the day I was telling you about, an 
orderly—that is, a soldier that stops at the big 
general’s headquarters, or office, as you might 
say—came riding up to our colonel’s teat and 
said, “ Colonel, prepare for thirty days’ 
march at midnight to-night, by order of the 
general commanding." ‘‘ Hav you a written 
order?" asked the colonel, excitedly. ‘‘ No, 
sir,” replied the orderly; ‘this is informal 
merely. You will receive written orders be- 
fore the time.” Away rode the orderly, in 
great haste, to the other regiments lying about 


Nothing but eight 


.| Nashville. 


But how can I tell you the effect of this 
sudden charge on our boys? Orderly ser- 
geants rushed to the companies with the news, 
and such a swearing and grumbling as the 
boys set up was awful to hear. ‘' Cuss the 
luck!" exclaimed Jim Leonard, as he gath- 
ered up a pack of cards to put away; ‘the 
idea of leaving our nice, comfortable houses 
this cold weather to tramp off on a month’s 
march! It would make the chaplain swear!” 

‘Darn it all!” cried Warren Hall, my 
chum, ‘‘all my shirts and socks are at the 
washerwoman's down on Smoky Row.” 

‘* Where can we be ordered to, anyhow ?” 
asked Madison Wade of me. 

* Don't know, I'm sure," said I, “ but it 
can't be to any place near here." 

** Perhaps we are going to be transferred 
to the Army of the Potomac,” said Bill 
Thayer, another of my chums, as he chucked 
a big chunk of pork into a camp-kettle over 
the fire. 

** Be jabers!” exclaimed Uncle McGee, who 
sat pounding coffee in an old iron kettle, ‘ be 
jabers, byes, I'll bet yez a dozen hardtack, so 
I will, that we are going down to capsure 
New Or-lins." 

No one tcok the bet, however, but some 
small bets were made that evening as to our 
probable destination. 

lremember that I made a small bet that we 
were going to march down into Georgia. 
Ah! little did I realize then that when we did 
really do that we should hav to fight every 
step of our way for over two hundred miles. 

By this time we were all cooking up all our 
five days ra‘ions, for we knew that on a 
forced march, as we inferred this to be, we 
would not hav much time to cook meat, 
beans, split peas, etc. | 

Night came and the men were busy around 


great camp-fires, packing blankets and all 
sorts of camp equipage. All of us took the 
canvas tops off of our houses and packed the 
tents ready to move. f 

** Whoop!” yelled a big chap in our com- 
pany (A) named Bob Sutton; “lets hav a 
fire.to dry our clothes," and he began to tear 
out his bunks and the sides of his house. 
Several others followed Bob’s example, for it 
began to rain by this time, and our open- 
topped houses were poor protection. 

. “ Hold on, boys,” said several of us; “that 
is mean, to burn up your boards that way. 
Some other troops will come in here to take 
our place, and these houses will do them 
good.” 

* Don't care a snap,” yelled one of the 
board-burners; we don’t need ’em any more, 
and there shan’t any other traveler hav the 
boards i helped to forage and carry on my 
back a mile or so, not by a good deal 


“Pile 'em on, boys!” cried another; and 


‘sure enough they did. Ia spite of all a few 
in each company could say, about half the 
houses, bunks, and straw-beds throughout the 
regiment were burnt that night. 

My mates and myself sat on our bunks and 
would not let any of the wild fellows destroy 
our property. 

At about eleven o’clock at night every- 
thing was ready for the march, even to the 
headquarter tents, which were all taken down 
and packed on mules ready to move. 

Just then a man rode up to the colonel with 
a letter and gave it to him, wheeled his horse 
and rode away. 

** Marching orders!” said some one. 

The colonel read it and began to laugh. 
The major read it and began to swear. The 
quartermaster read it and said, ** Well, I will 
be ——!” 

We found out the contents of the note 
afterward. It was: 

DEAR COLONEL: I see you are all ready for 
March, which comes at midnight, and lasts thirty- 
one days. But you need not set up for it any 
later. Yours for the champagne, 

S— I——, A.A.G. 

Such a time as we had then! Some laughed 
and some swore, and I think you can guess 
who did the swearing. 

Our squad very quickly fastened the tent 
back on our house, and we were as well off 
as before, except our meat was all boiled, so 
we could hav no more fried meat for five 
days. But we did not care much for that. 

But just think of the rasb fellows who had 
burnt up all their boards, used to make 
bunks, tables, stools, and houses, and not a 
board to be begged, borrowed, or stolen 
within four miles of Nashville! 

I tell you it was a lesson to them that lasted 
to the end of the war, for I do not remember 
of seeing à man in our regiment ever destroy 
the camp stuff collected by him on‘ leaving 
camp. 

In fact, we all learned the lesson that it is 
good policy to ‘‘Do by others as we expect 
others to do by us under like circumstances.” 

If I find the children of the Corner are 
pleased with this story of the war,-I may get 
time to tell them some more of our memora- 
ble adventures during that bloody four years. 

Grand Rapids, Mich. O. H. RIORMOND. 


1 
Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—PROVERB ACROSTIO. 


Read initial and final letter of each word in 
order.” : 


2.—ENIGMA. 
In lane, but not in road ; 
Not in mane, but in toad; 
In barn, but not in house; 
In gnat, but not in louse; 
In Fred, but not in Sam; 
In sheep, but not in ram; 


In look, but not in see ; 
Not in fun, but in glee; 
In foot, but not in feet ; 
In row, but not in seat ; 
My whole is the name of a poet. 

Lyons, N. Y. C 

3.—PUZZLE. 

Herein lies a saying of D. M. Bennett’s: 

1. When I go down town I will tell you. 
2. The bird has flown. 8. That child is in- 
nocent. 4. He is going to-day. 5. We dis- 
cussed it pro and con before I evicted him. 
6. The circus is coming to-morrow. "7. The 
condemned man is led out to die. 

LYLE GAULT. 


4.—00NUNDRUM. 


How can you tell the difference 
(Your attention you must fix) 
Between three worthless curs 
And thrice three walking sticks? 
ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN THE OHILDREN'8 CORNER, 
MAROH 13, 1880. : 
1.-lamallama, I. 2.-Dickens—Howitt— 


Burns. 3.-75 per cent. 
.4-PARAPET 
` ADAMANT 
RADICAL 
AMMONIA 
PABULAR 
EMANATE 
TOBACCO 
5.-Cincinnati. 6.-It is honest (on nest.) 


Frankie and Ruthie Thomas, of Harris- 
burg, Pa., hav our thanks for their beautiful 
cabinet photos. May they continue to grow 
in grace, strength, and loveliness, bodily and 
mentally.—Ep. C. C. 

————— 9 *-9————— —— 


Correspondenee. 


Detavan, ILL., Feb. 28, 1886. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: I see so. many little 
girls writing, I thought I would try. 

Iam almost eleven years old, and I am in 
the fourth room. I go to a graded school. 
There are eight teachers and one principal. 
I like my teachers very much. 

It is very cold, and snowing now very hard. 
I guess, if it keeps on snowing, it will be 
good coasting by to-morrow. 

Papa takes Tue TRUTH SEEKER, and I 
like the Children’s Corner very much. I 
think the story of “ Little Lena” is very nice, 
also about ‘‘ The Captiv Bird.” . ; 

Ihav a large black and tan dog. He is 
very fat. He is 103 inches across the shoul- 
ders. If he wasn'tso fat he would be very 
small. His name is Bangs. We hav two 
pet birds. They are both yellow. Ma’s bird's 
name is Fay, and my bird's name is Fayette. 
My father is a butcher; that is the reason 
Bangs is so fat, I think. 

I guess I will stop now, and try to do bet- 
ter next time, as this is the first letter I hav 
ever written for à paper. 

Ever your true friend, Annis T. STONE. 


[Very good for a first letter.—Ep. C. C.] 


Canon Ciry, CoL., Feb. 28, E.m. 286. 

Dear Miss Wixos: Pa has taken Tnu 
TRUTH SEEKER four years, and this is the first 
time I hav written for it. I hav three sisters 
and two brothers. - When my little sister is at 
play she calls herself Mrs. Rosebud; she is 
four years old, I am thirtcen. I go to school 
and literary meeting. ` I hav to write an essay 
for next literary evening. 

The other day one of my school-mates and I 
went for a walk, and she said when she was 
grown she was going to be a missionary and 
go around the world. I told her that was the 
worst thing she could do, that the Bible was 
the most unreasonable book ever printed. 
She said everything in it was true. I told 
her about Samson’s fox story, and she de- 
clared it was not in the Bible. I told her it 
was and could be found in the fourth and 
fifth verses of the fifteenth chapter of Judges. 
She said it was not in their Bible, and that 
ours must be an Infidel Bible. I told her In- 
fidels did not hav any such book—that it was 
a Christian Bible, and that pa bought it of a 
Baptist preacher. She said a great many 
preachers did not believe what they preached. 
I asked her where God is. She said he is 
everywhere. I asked her if he is in the devil. 
She first said he is, then she said he is not. 
I asked her if God made him. She said he 
did. I asked her what use he had for 
such a bad being (although I nevor heard of 
anything mean he did). She sid he had 
plenty of uses for him. I told her I could - 
not believe the Bible, and if I went to the bad 
world it would be his fault; that he should 
hav either made the Bible so I could believe 
it, or me so I could believe the Bible. 

I told her that he never answered a prayer, 
and Idid not see any use in praying. She 
said he answered her prayers, and that some- 
tinx s she prayed and asked him if he thought 
it best to let her go some place, then she would 
ask her mother if she could go, and if she 
said No, God did not think it best, and if she 
said Yes, he thought it best. 

Itold her it was her mother let her instead 
of God, I asked her if she believed in polyg- 
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amy; she said she did not. I told. her that 
nearly all of the Bible men were Mormons— 
that Solomon had seven hundred wives, but 
she said that God punished them for it. 

A few days since she was here, and I 
showed her the fox story. The first thing she 
did was to look on the back of the Bible, and 
saw, ‘‘Holy Bible." She has said no more 
about it, except that she could not find it in 
their Bible. Your friend, Oana Lox. 


- [Ora is a very intelligent girl, as her letter 

indicates, and she is doing good work by 
showing her schoolmates the absurdities in 
the Bible and the Christian teaching. We 
are pleased to welcome Ora to the Corner.— 
Ep. C. C.] 


Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


OALIFORNIA. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
OANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto. 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. C. Cappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 
; MAINE. 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
Mills). 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Northampton. 
MICHIGAN. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. 
Dr. Wolff, 620 North 5th street, St. Louis. 
Joseph L. Andrew, Liberal. 
. NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 865 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 
OHIO. 

N. Hexter, 808 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON. 

Wm. Chance, Astoria. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr. J. H. Rhodes, 815 North 10th st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
H. Clay Luse, Waynesburg. : 
W. F. Schade, 8,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
TENNESSEE. 
Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 
TEXAS. 
- F. T. Colwick, Norse. 


J oseph Marsh, 


UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
D. F. Keeler, Park City. 
W. F. penas Salt Take City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
VIRGINIA. 
Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker, Snowville. 
ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. 


Mottoes for Freethinkers. 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards, which we offer for sale. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the '* God-bless-our- 
home? placards which disfigure the walls of so 
many houses. They are printed on heavy card- 
board,9 inches by.221-9. The motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gram of U. M. L. The following are the various 
readings: 


THE LIVING HAV A RIGHT TO CONTROL 
THE WORLD. 


SUPERSTITION 18 THE CHILD OF. SLAVERY. 


REASON IS THE LAMP OF THE MIND, 
THE ONLY TORCH OF PROGRESS. 


THE TIME TO BE HAPPY IS NOW, 
AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY IS HERE. 


NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE 
TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. 


THE WORLD IS MY COUNTRY; 
TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION. 


The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents. 

For Freethought societies there is a large card 
22 x 15 inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading, containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Price, 30 
cents. Anyof these will be sent postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Pl., New York City. 


Author of 


SINGLE COPIES, - r 
Sıx Cores, - - - 


Price, Twenty-Five Cents. 


THE 


TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 


— AND— 


FREETHINKERS ALMANAC 


e 1S so.0o 


(E. M. 


286.) 


WITH THIRTY PORTRAITS OF DISTINGUISHED EUROPEAN FREE- 
THINKERS, SCIENTISTS, AND PHILOSOPHERS, AND 
NUMEROUS OTHER ILLUSTRATIONS. 


— — 
CONTENTS. 
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Saladin, 


Lick Observatory, c 
Annie Besant 


Girard College, Philadelphia, 


$ Max Muller, 


Goethe, 


Edward Gibbon, 
Rohert Burns, 


Freethought Hall, Waco, Mary Wollstonecraft, | Thos. Huxley, Richard Carlile, 

Texas (Interior view), G. W. Foote, Voltaire, _ Herbert Spencer, 
Freethought Hall, Waco - Austin Holyoake, Chas. Darwin, Castelar, 

Texas (Exterior View), J. S. Mill, Rousseau, Bradlaugh, 
The Tent, George Eliot, Humboldt, Chas, A. Watts, 
Iron Virgin, Geo. Standring, Byron, J. A. Froude, 
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NEW YORK: 
-THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
33 CLINTON PLACE. 


FLORIDA. 


WANTED.—A man and woman, together or sep- 


arately, to join the undersigned—one in a fruit 
nursery, the other in an egg and poultry business; 
both branches being already established. 


A small capital (200 to 500 dollars) desirable. 
Address MARY A. VORE, 


4t13 Palatka, Fla. 


Nabbath-Breaking. 


By JOHN E, REMSBURG, 


“False Claims," “ Bible 
Morals," Etc. 


The best and most thorough work ever written 


on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 


view. 


Large and Handsome Print. 
25 cents. 
$1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


‘ATL. 
ING OR DRUMMING OF E 
box tells the whole story. 


10t11 G 


THE 


: | SHAKER EYE and EAR BALSAM. 


SIXTY YEARS’ INVARIABLE SUCCESS. 


Best known remedy for all afflictions of these or- 


gans. AK EYES, WEAK EARS, DEAFNESS, 
and CATARRHAL AFFECTIONS immediately 
reached. F. ING SIGHT prevented, ROAR- 


S will cease. One 


Price by mail, 30 cents. 
. A. LOMAS, Shakers, N. Y. 


u HOUSE 200. 


* * * This marvelous honce has been built more than 
300 ti.nes from our p ans; it isso well planned that it affords 
"imple ro nn even for a large family. Ist fl or showr 


^-Above; ou 2d floor are 4 bed rooms and in attic 2 more. 


Plenty of Closets. The whole warmed by one chimney 

Large illustrations and full description of the above 
aswell as of 39 other houses, rangingin cost from $400 up. 
to $6.500, may be iound in **SIOPPELL'S lioDERN LOW- 
Cost HOUSES," a large quarto pamphlet, showing also 
how to select sites, get loans, &c, Sent postpaid on re- 
ceipt of50c, Stampstaken, or send $1 bill and we willre 
turnthechange. Address, BUILDING PLAN ASSOCIATION, 
‘Mention this Paper.) | 24 Beekman St., (Box 2702,) N. Y. 


BacondiShaksper 


PROOF THAT 
WILLIAM sHAKsPERE 
Could Not Write. 


THE SONNETS 
written by 


FRANCAIS BACON 
to the 
EARL OF ESSEX AND HIS BRIDE, A.D., 1590. 
BACON . 
Patefactus Poeta Occultatus 
“IGNOTO” 
A.D. 1589-1600. 


By WM. HENRY BURR. 


Price. 25 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton P1., New York. 


REPLY 
TO REY. L. A. LAMBERT'S 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.’ 


By B. W. Lacy. 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priets’s 
sophistry, unfairness, and histor- 
ical misstatement. 
Price, , Cloth. $1; Paper, 50 Cents 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


KERSEY GRAYES'S WORKS. 


Sixteen Saviors or None. By Ker- 
SEY GRAVES, auther of the World's Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors; The Bible of Bibles, and 
Biography of Satan. Paper, 75 cents; cloth, $1. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thousand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
delineation of the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of their octrins. Price, $2. 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 35 cents. 


The World's Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 
origin of all the doctrines, principles, precepts, 
and miracles of the Christian New Testament, 
and furnishing a key for unlocking mary of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 


history of sixteen oriental crucified gods. $3. 
Address THE TRUTH SEE. E 
88 Clinton Place, New York. 


S. P. Putnam's Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 


Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 

can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 

* A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 

and dramatic power ; breezy from first page to 

last with the living spirit of to-day.”—Jonn 
Swinton’s Paper. 

* The 


Golden Throne, a Romance. 
author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is within him. The book is filled with 
manly thoughts, expressed in manly words— 
the transcript of a manly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ "—INGERSOLL. $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”—Dr. HENRY W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 


other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 
For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


Charles Wattss Works. 


The History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and lettered. Price, $1.25. CoNTENTS: 
Section L Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section li. Whatit 
Owes to Mohammedanism. Section III. Free- 
thought Martyrs and Confessors, Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Sec- 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


The American Secular Union; its 
Necessity, and the Justice of its Nine Demands. 
(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll.) 
82 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22 pagegRin cover. Price, 10 cts. 


3 ar dig wee 

Christ an Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the ‘Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh. Con- 
tents : The Origin of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are published at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS EACH: Detense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity ; 
Moral Value of the Bible: Frecthought an 
Modern Progress; Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
larism; Science and Bible Antagonistic ; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. For all of 
the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS, — 
The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonne 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day o 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 


Family Creeds. By William McDon- 
` nell, author of “Exeter Hall.” Price, cloth. 
$1.25; paper, 75 cents. ' 


Exeter Hall. “ One of the most excit- 


ing romances of the day.’ Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot's works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404pages. $1.95. 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story. From the London edition. By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 
30 cents. $ i 

By 


AJl in a Lifetime. A Romance. 
Miss Susan H, Wixon. “The great charm of 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 
pect to find, ın such a marked degree, even 
from so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks.” Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


These Books are well Recommended. 


PLEASE ORDER ELMINA’S BOOKS OF 
ELMINA. 

Four Infidel Novels useful for Missionary Work : 

“John’s Way? shows the superiority of Infidel 
training in raising a family.. 15 cents. 

“The Darwins” describes an Infidel family and 
givs good arguments for our side a8 well as 
good moral lessons.. 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 

The Clergyman’s Victims,” or Preachers’ Pranks. 
35 cents. 

* The Infidel School Teacher" convertg her pious 
lover, and the same arguments will convert 
your pious friends. 20cents. ‘The Hand- 
somest Woman," inclosed in the same volume, 

Stamps gladly taken. Address 

4t10 ELMINA D. SLENKER, Snowville, Va. 


WOMAN. 


In the Past, Present, and Future. 
. BY A. BEBEL. 
Translated from the German by Dr. Adams Wal- 
ter. 272 pages; cloth, 75 cents; paper, 30cents. 

“ Capital," a criticism ou Political Economy. By 
Carl Marx. First English translation. "Published 
in 27 parts, 10 cents per part. Subscription, $2.50. 

“ Anti-Syllabus.” By Lily Curry. Price, 3cents. 

News AND PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION 
Tenn B 705 Broadway, New York. 
(Fulllist of Labor Publications mailed free.) 
stf 
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Poetry. 


Cortez Christianizing Mexico. 


Low down on the Guadalquiver, 

Shining was the ancient river; 

Dark fleet on its breast a-shiver— 
Borne on to the Mexic sea. 


Dim halls of the Montezumas— 

First light where the Aztec home was, 

Glows yet where the mountain dome* has 
Flamed out on the Mexic sea. 


Proud wave of the proudest waters, 

Grand Queen of the Aztec daughters, 

Rolis deep with inhuman slàughters, 
Rolls on to the Mexic sea. 


Spain wrought with her fierce invaders, 

Red hands had the bold marauders, 

* Spare not !” were the priestly orders; 
Blood-red was the Mexic sea. 


Envoy for the papal glory 
Recked not of the older story; 
New leaf from the pages gory 
Comes now from the Mexic sea. 


Waning slow the old commotion; 

True light from the golden ocean 

Truth bears with a steady motion, 
Swift up from the Mexic sea. 


No more shall the priestly slaughters 
Flow red on the classic waters, 
Fairest of Aztec daughters, 

Away down on the Mexic sea. 


Clearwater, Neb. Mary BArgD Finos. 

* Richardson said in his book, “Beyond the 
Mississippi,” that the few remaining Aztecs still 
keep their sacred fires burning on the mountains, 
waiting for the reappearance of their savior, 


a 
American Toryism. 

Our esteemed Tory contemporary, the At- 
lanta Constitution, is very much disgusted be- 
cause Mr. Charles Bradlaugh, whom it is 
pleased to describe as the Ingersoll of Eng- 
land, has been permitted to take the oath of 

_ allegiance to his sovereign as a member of the 
British Parliament. The Constitution makes 
no effort to deny that Mr. Bradlaugh was 
nearly unanimously elected by the people of 

` Northampton to represent them, nor does it 
assert, as it should hav asserted -to make its 
remarks logical, that Northampton should be 
disfranchised and denied representation. The 
fact is that the remarks of the Constitution 
are hardly calculated to throw luster on 
American journalism, either for liberality or 
intelligence. Noting the admission of Brad- 
laugh to Parliament, the Constitution says: 
In their comments upon this remarkable pro- 
ceeding many of our exchanges speak of it as an 
indication of progress, and as an evidence of the 
growing strength of the people’s will even in mon- 
archical countries. There are many old-fashioned 
people in England and in America who will see it 
in a different light. For many years Bradlaugh 
has been to England what Ingersoll is to America. 
He has waged a bitter warfare against the Chris- 
tian religion. Possessing many of the arts of the 
demagog he has time and again been elected by 
his Northampton constituents only to be re- 
peatedly rejected by the House. The members of 
Parliament felt that it would be a bitter mockery, 
the very irony of solemnity, to administer the oath 
to such a man. Session after session the blatant 
8coffer came to the bar of the House with an inso- 

. lent leer of triumph to be hurled back, and all but 
kicked through the outer gates by the insulted 
and outraged representativs of Christian Britain. 
In an evil hour, when demoralization followed the 

_ bitterness of partisan strife, the arrogant Atheist 
trod all the ancient principles, traditions, and 
forms of the Commons under his heel, and was ad- 
mitted into the proudest of the world’s parlia- 
ments: Is this progress? If it is, then progress 
is not an unmixed blessing. 


To impartial people, language of this kind 
sounds very much as if the Georgia paper 
were trying to fit itself to the worn-out and 
cast-off shoes of Massachusetts. It would not 
hav been astonishing to read something like 
the article quoted above in a Massachusetts 
paper a hundred years ago, but at the present 
day no such sentiment of intolerance has 
either stable footing or respectable audience 
in the land of Cotton Mather. But, on the 
whole, the Atlanta Constitution is as sound 
an organ of Tory principles as modern Eng- 
land can produce. The Constitution favors a 
high tariff on the necessities of the people, 
and sodo the Tories. The Constitution favors 
sumptuary ahd prohibitory legislation, and 
the curtailment of the rights of the individ- 
ual, and so do the Tories. The Tories cling 
with the tenacity of barnacles to old ideas, 
old-fashioned customs, and special class-made 
and class-favoring laws, and so does the At- 
lanta Constitution. No wonder, then, that 
the English Tories and the Georgia organ of 
alleged public opinion should think the same 
way about the admission of Charles Brad- 
-laug to the British House of Commons. The 
Constitution compares Bradlaugh to Ingersoll. 
This is doing Bradlaugh altogether too much 
honor. He is much inferior to Ingersoll 
'Their ideas concerning the Bible, ecclesiasti- 
cal establishments, and theological tenets are 
much the same, and their public declarations 
concerning the rights of man are much the 


same, but Ingersoll is far ahead of Bradlaugh 


in general culture and literary attainments. 
This does not alter the case of Bradlaugh a 
whit, however. He has been elected by the 
voters of Northampton to represent them in 
the imperial Parliament, and no logical objec- 


tion can be urged against recognizing bim in 


that capacity. What right hav the repre- 
sentativs of other constituencies to dictate to 
the people of Northampton as to the beliefs 
or disbeliefs of their representativ? The At- 
lanta Constitution talks about the ‘‘ outraged 
representativs of Christian Brita n." Some- 
body should tell the Constitution that the 
British Parliament is an imperial Parliament, 
and that the people who are responsiv to its 
decrees comprise Christians, Jews, Agnostics, 
Infidels, Mohammedans, Buddhists, Brah- 
mins, Confucians, barbarians, savages, idola- 
tors, non-worshipers, and nearly everything 
else in the religious and non-religious cata- 
logs. Why should ‘‘ Christian Britain,” then, 
arrogate to itself the right to hav none but 
orthodox Christians in the imperial Parlia- 
ment? English Tory papers that take pride 
in their imperviousness to the spirit of prog- 
Tess no doubt can put forth reasons why 
Bradlaugh should be excluded from the Com- 
mons; but that a prominent journal, sup- 
posed to breathe and express the spirit of 
American democracy, should sturdily plant 
itself on the ideas of a hundred years ago is one 
of those marvels that only this country is ca- 


-| pable of producing.— Galvesion News. 
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John Toogood. 


The stage-driver said to the minister: **I 
heerd some bad news this morning, elder." 

* I am sorry to hear that,” replied the min- 
ister. “Isit about anyone I know ?" 

** Oh, no! you never see nor heerd tell on 
him. Not many people ever did. He was a 
young minister down in C'netticut, where I 
was brung up. One o’ my schoolmates he 
was,.’n jest the best boy ’t ever lived. Never 
cut up, John never did; never whispered, 
whittled the desk, nor flung paper-wads, nor 
nothin’. Allers had his lessons tip-to. Why, 
he was so good ’at, actilly, some days the 
master’d forgit he was ther! jist forgit him, 
an’ seem ter look right through him without 
seein’ him. Think o’ that! An, the scholars'd 
forgit him, too, an’ step on him or run agin 
him, fore they noticed him; an’ then, stid o' 
rippin’ at ye, or askin’ what ye meant he'd 
beg your pardon." 

‘Quite angelic,” said Mr. Austin, waiting 
attentivly to hear the conclusion and the 
moral of this fable. 

** Wall," continued Lezer, ** he got ter be a 
minister, an’ he was that good—never sayin’ 
nothin'^to hurt nobody’s feelin's, an’ never 
preachin’ no sermons ’at had sharp pints to 
’em, an’ never doin’ nothin’ ’at folks could 
find fault with, that bimeby it happened jes 
es it did in school. Folks forgot him! Yer 
see ther want nothin’ about him to talk about. 
He hadn’t no p’ints nor corners, nor nothin’ 
ter git a-holt of, an’ no shape an’ no color to 
ketch your eye, an’ they jest forgot him. 
‘They forgot to go to church, an’ forgot to pay 
his salary, au’ finally his boardin’-house 
keeper forgot to call him to dinuer." Lezer 
paused. 

** What became of him?" asked Mr. Austin, 
knowing that the question was expected of 
him. 

** Wall, here day fore yistdy—lemme see, 
must a ben nigh on ter twenty-five years arter 
they'd forgot him—some boys chased a chip- 
muck into an old, empty, tumble-down build- 
in’, an’ lo-an’ behold there was pews an’ pul- 
pit an’ orgin; and a moth-eaten carpet on the 
floor; and the plaster hangin’ in tatters from 
the ceilin’; an’ there, leanin’ over the cushin 
œ the pulpit, was a skellitun with a suit of 
black cloze on!” The solemn romancer 
paused again, shaking his head mysteriously. 

“ Is that all?” asked the minister, politely. 

“It’s the heft of it,” replied Lezer; “ but I 
might as well tell the rest now I’m about it. 
The hull town come runnin’ together, but they 
couldn't giv no explynation. ‘Nobody rekkig- 
nized the skellitun, an’ nobody knowed what 
the old buildin’ was. But the boy what 
chased the chipmuck heerd a little squeakin’ 
in the skellitun’s coat-tail pockit, and run his 
hand in. He drawed it back mighty quick, 
with three chipmucks a-hangin’ by their bus- 
iness-like teeth to his fingers. Wall, arter 
they got the chipmucks all out, they found in 
the bottom o’ the pockit a chawed-up yaller 
paper, sayin’ in a tremblin’ hand, ’n’ all 
kinder blotted an’ bluited, ‘ Oh, thet I hadn't 
a ben so harmless, so nootral, so transpar- 
ently seraffick! Oh, thet I hed early learned 
to rap people over the knuckles, to stir 'em 
up with a sharp stick, to make ’em mad an’ 


'| what a preshus boon enemies is. 


‘she guessed that must’a’ bèn John. 


| Lent is ?” 


Too. late I diskuvver 
How bles- 
sed to be abused an’ lied about, for then you 
know that you’ve did somethin’ to make 
yourself felt 'n' remembered? They was 
some other words, but too much gnawed by 
chipmucks to be made out, an’ then come his 
name. ` An’ who should it be but my old 
school-feller, John Toogood? Poor John! 
His own mother hedn’t missed him, an’ 
couldn’t just rightly remember about him, 
but sed ther did uster be somethin’ settin’ 
round the house, an’ gittin’ in folks’s way, an’ 
Wall, it’s 
ben a dreffle sollum lesson to me, an’ it's reely 
gin mea turn © hypo. Folks don’t lie enough 
about me. I ain't abused as a real live man 
oughter be. I’m afraid I’m sorter fadin’ out 
an’ goin’ to be forgot, like poor ole John, 
ferzino.”—Chicago Advance. 
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Book Notice. 


À magnificent Agnostic poem, descriptiv of 
the ever novel and ever mysterious legend of 
Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, is the 
latest work of Mr. S. P. Putnam. It treats 
of the legend from à Brahmistic view, and is 
entitled ** Adami and Heva.” In this new 
version the man is to blame, and not the 
woman. Instead of their being cursed and 
sent abroad upon the earth, the Brahma, 
Adami, and Heva hold converse sweet, and 
the lady in the case shows such wonderful 
devotion to her liege lord that Brahma, the 
eternal and ever-living one, becomes en- 
chanted with her fidelity and avows that all 
that he is and has would be sacrificed ‘‘ could 
I be loved by woman as man is.” This is 
rather flattering to the daughter descendant 
of Heva. The story is told with a wealth of 
language, a beauty of diction, and 2 purity of 
thought which mark Mr. Putnam as a genuin 
poet. The poem is for sale at Tum TRUTH 
SEEKER office, 83 Clinton Place, New York 
city. Price 10.cents.— Universe. 

——— — 9 19—————— — 
Anecdotes of Religious Folks. 

A young lady, living not a thousand miles 
from Greenville, recently emigrated to Utah 
to join the Mormons. She was the daughter 
of & minister, and all his parental influence 
failed to shake her determination.— CAatta- 
nooga ( Tenn.) Times. 

Joe Cook, of Boston, says: ‘‘ If I had a dog 
that was addicted to smoking I would shoot 
him." If we had & dog that preached we 
would build him a tabernacle. That is the 
wide difference between ecclesiastical views 
frequently occurring on a variety of topics 
wise and otherwise.—Pittsburgh Commercial 
Gazette. 


At a Lynn church, on Sunday, only the 
clergyman and sexton appeared, on account 
of the severe weather. The sexton was com- 
plaining at the lack of attendance, when the 
clergyman remarked: ‘‘ You and I are the 
only salaried men in the church, and were 
it not for that fact, obabiy. we should not 
hav ventured ‘out. »: pna (f (Mass.) Union. 

Superintendent: ‘‘ Children, this is Rev. 
Dr. McSnorter, from Gowanus, who will ad- 
dress you a few brief remarks. Children, he 
has come all the way to try and save your 
souls from hell. You are not paying atten- 
tion. Now, can any little boy or girl tell me 
where this gentleman is from.” Chorus of 
children: ‘‘ From hell.”—Chicago Rambler. 

“Mamma,” said a Philadelphia girl, I'm 
not going to sing in our choir any more." 
* Hav you had any trouble with any of the 
girls?” '*No, ma; but the other three girls 
hav beaux that sing in the choir, and when 
they are courting during the sermon it makes 
me,feel lonesome. Tl resign if they don’t 
allow Charlie to sit with me.”—Philadelphia 
Caii. 

A young lady friend of mine has a mission 
class in an Episcopal Sunday-school. She 
has been trying for several Sundays to ex- 
plain to them the meaning of Lent and the 
solemnity of its observance.. Yesterday she 
asked: ‘‘ Now, which of you can tell me what 
For a while no one replied; then a 
little girl in the corner answered: ‘“ I know.” 
Well, Maria, what is it?" “Tts the time 
when the ladies ask the gentlemen to marry 
them.”—Loutsville Post. 

A Methodist preacher in North Louisiana 
has a horse ‘which possesses either strong 
reasoning powers or a remarkable mem- 
ory. On the first and third Sundays of the 
month Mr. Cadian holds service in & town 


git.'em down on me! 


-which is reached by taking the left fork of 


the road, while on the second and fourth Sun- 
days the town in which he preaches is at the 
termination of the right fork of theroad. The 
horse, without a word or a touch of the bri- 
dle, never fails on the first and third Sundays 
to take the road on the left and on the sec- 
ond and fourth Sundays that on the right.— 
New Orleans Picayune. 
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are contradicted in terms by the same number 
of other propositions in the same book. Price 
25 cents, 
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Popullar Jewelry Store, Rochelle, IU. 


| Genuin diamond jewelry; fine gold and silver 
watches, chains, bracelets, gold and plated jew- 
3lry, silver and plated ware, optical, art, and fancy 
&oods, 8 oZ., coin silver, “Elgin watch, $9; 4 OZ., 
£0.50 ; 402., stem wind, 11 jeweled, $14.50; same, 15 
jeweled, $19; same, adjusted, $22. In filled gold 
bases, warranted 20 years, 7 jeweled, stem wind, 
pr 11 jeweled, $23.50; 15 jeweled, $28; adjusted 


. Best filled cases add $4.50. Ladies’ filled, bes 
pases, $20, 7; $22, 11; and $30 for 15 jeweled move- 
. Ladies’ solid gold, 10 k., $22, 7; $24, 11; 
$82, 15 jewels. For 14 karat cases add $8. Genta 
squally low. Watches cleaned, $1; springs $1; and — 
returned per registered mail. Best spectacle in 
phe world, $1. goods must suit or cash back. 

1 E d what isa nicer 
present for either 
yourlady or gentle- 

4 man friends than 

one of my latest im- 

proved model badges 

in solid gold, artis- 
tically enameled, in 
three colors? Price, 
$3, $3.50, $4. With 
genuin diamond in 
rising sun, $8 and $10. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN 
Rochelle, Ill. 


S. 


į 
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: 


A Great Medical Work on Manhood 


1 Exhausted Vitality, Nervous and Physical Debil-* 
ity, Premature Decline in Man, Errors of Youth, 
nd the untold miseries resulting from indiscre- 
kion or excesses. A book for every man, young, 
middle-aged, and old, It contains 125 prescriptions 
tor all acute and chronic diseases, each one of 
which is invaluable. So found by the author, whose 
axperience for 25 years is such as probably never 
before fell to the lot of any physician. 800 pages, 
5ound in beautiful French muslin, embossed cov- 
ars, full gilt, guaranteed to be a finer work in every 
jense —than any other work sold in this country 
‘or $2.50 or the money will be refunded in every 
instance, Price, only $1.00 by mail, post paid. 
ilustrativ sample free to anybody. Sena now, 
zold medal awarded the author by the National 
Medical Association, to the president of which, the 
don. P. A. Bissel, and associate officers of the Board 
ihe reader is respectfully referred, 

: The Science of Life should be read by the youn 
for instruction, and by the afflicted for relief. : 
will benefit all.—London Lancet, 

There is no member of society to whom The- 
Science of Life will not be useful, whether youth, 
parent, guardian, instructor, or clergyman.—Argo- 


naut. 

Address the Peabody Medical Institute, or Dr.W. 
H. Parker, No, 4 Bullfinch 8t., Boston, Mass., who 
may be consulted on all diseases requiring skill 
and experience. Chronic and obstinate diseases 
that have baffled the skillof all other physicians a 
specialty. Such treated successfully, without an 
instance of failure. Mention this paper. ly14 


OR. R, P. FELLOWS 


O———- 0: 


* 


O 


* 
| isa regularly educat- 
ed and legally quali- 
fied physician, and 
the most successful 
as his practice will 
prove. He has for 
twenty years treated 
exclusivly all diseases 
of the Sexual Organs, 
in the cures of which 
he stands preeminent 
o SPERMATORRHQSA 
and IMPOTENOY 
as the result of self- 
abuse in youth and 
Ọ sexual excesses in ma- 
turer years, causing 
night emissions by 
dreams, loss of sexual 
9 power, renderin 
mariage improper end Mab epp cation in sixty 
ermanently by an outside : y 
ays. NO STOMACH MEDICIN USED, | Itis one 
of Dr. Fellows’ valuable discoveries, which ig en- 
tirely unknown to the medical profession. It is 
not a cateh-penny get up, such as a pad, belt, pas- 
tille, nor magnetic appliance, but simply a medi- 
cin to be apphed externally on the parts affected, 
which cures by absorption. Send five 2-cent stamps 
for his * Private Counselor,” giving full informa- 
tion. Address Dr. R. P. Fellows, Vineland, N. J., 
and say where you saw this advertisment. 


. B.—Dr. Fellows begs leave to say that he is 
aa Infidel of the most pronounced character. Bro. 
Liberals, your patronage is solicited. 


The Bible Analy 


John R. Kelso, AM. 


0——* 


CONTENTS: CS. 

Old Test t.—The New Testament.—The 
Givntion The Deluge.—-The Exodus.—The Mira- 
cles of the Bible.—The Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Bible.—The 
Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—Lhe Sabbath of 
the Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 
m octavo, 853 pp. _ Splendidly executed. Bent 
by mail, post paid. Price, $3.00, 


TRAVELS IN FA!TH 


From Tradition to Reason, 
BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


Cloth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office. 
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Hews of the. Week. E 


Tuurspay, March 18th, was Grover Cleve 
land’s birthday. He was forty-nine years old. 


W. S. Sprovt is an enterprising lieutenant | 
of the Boston Salvation Army. Just now he | 
is held under $1,000 bonds for having two 
wives. | 

AxoTHER blizzard is reported from Maine. 
As there was already much snow in that local-- 
ity, it is expected that the spring break-up 
will produce freshets on the Penobscot. 


Tax president of Mexico has sent $500 to ; 
the Grant memorial fund. The mikado: of 
Japan has signified his intention of contribut- | 
ing an equal sum. The grand total is now | 
$119,588. ; zoco 

Tue '* Maine law " is still supposed to be in | 
force in Maine, yet of 1,933 ‘arrests reported : 
for last year by the city marshal of Portland, 
1,820 were from crimes directly resulting | 
from liquor. ] à : 


ARRANGEMENTS hav been made for a great 
Confederate reunion at Montgomery, Ala. ; 
Jeff Davis will lecture, and the proceeds will 
go toward a monument in memory of Con-! 
federate soldiers. : ] 


‘Toe Rev. “Sam ”- Jones lectured to four 
thousand girls in Chicago last Saturday. He 
took occasion to ridicule the **dude" and 
denounced many of the most cherished insti- 
tutions of society. ^ 


THE argument on the motion for a change : 
` of venue in the case of the People against the | 
Rev. Mr. Bristor, of Spring Valley, N. Ye 
for rape, was postponed in Brooklyn Satur- i 
day to April 5th. 


Tue schooner that sunk the ocean steamer |! 
Oregon has not yet been reported. Thebelief 
is held by some that the steamer struck 
against a sunken wreck instead of colliding |, 
with any other vessel. i : 


Asovr twenty Methodist missionaries sailed |: 
from this port for the Congo regions last Sat- 
. urday. They took with them a good stock of | 
firearms, and a small cargo of Bibles, the lat- |. 
ter, presumably, for gun-wads. 


BABEL, the Texas cowboy pianist, who 
has been astonishing New York. folks by. his |. 


skill, is now declared to be a fraud. It isf- 


said that his father was a first-class’ music: 
teacher and that Babel is ‘a professional, 
pianist. 

Tur Communists of New York celebrated 
last Sunday night the fifteenth anniversary of 
the revolution of Paris. A great crowd met 
in the Germania Assembly Rooms, listened to 
speeches, recitations, and singing, and then 
had a dance. i : 


A New York alderman named Jaehne is 
in jail. He is charged with taking a $20,000 
bribe from Sharp, the railroad man, for his 
vote in favor of the Broadway franchise. It 
is said that Jaehine has made a confession im- 
plicating nearly the whole board of aldermen. 


Sr. PATRIOK's Day was got along with in 
this city without any unusual demonstrations. 
The way the day was celebrated givs rise to 
the belief that if St. Patrick had driven the 
snakes out of whisky he would hav conferred 
a greater favor upon the pope’s Irish than he 
did when he expelled those reptils from Erin. 


THE Rev. John B. Horan has sued the Rev. 
John. J. Brady and the Rev. John J. Griffin, 
all of Jersey City, for libel. One of the de- 
fendants has proclaimed that Horan is an 
immoral man, and the other says he is a 
drunkard and an adventurer. Mr. Horan 
places the damage to his reputation at $50,- 
000. ; 

Karr Bixo, the German liberal politician, 
‘in a letter to a friend, strongly denounces 
home rule. He says it would entail upon 
England constant vigilance and expense and 
danger of a foreign invasion, would subject 
the loyal Irish to the yoke of popery, and 
would imperil religious equality and civil in- 
stitutions. 


Tur following is from London, dated the 
20th: ''Mrs. Adelaide Bartlett and the Rev. 
Mr. Dyson, & Wesleyan minister, were com- 

_ mitted to-day for trial at the Central Criminal 
Court on the charge of having caused the 
death of Edward T. Bartlett, the woman’s 
husband, on New Year’s Eve. The allegation 
is that by advice of the clergyman, to whom 

` Several years ago Bartlett had surrendered his 
wife, she killed him with chloroform fur. 
nished by the pastor, while she was resisting 
an attempt on the part of her husband to re- 
gain the place he had given the preacher.” 


“Dads and Ends. 


A RAB-BIT and a cat were once; jour-ney-ing to- 
gether, when they came to an inn, in front of 
which was the sign, “ Rab-bit Pie for Din-ner To- 
day." On be-hold-ing this sign the Cat fled in 
great Ter-ror, while the Rab-bit. went on his way 
a-lone. My lit-tle friends, this Fa-ble that. Un-cle 
Mike is tell-ing you teaches us that Rab-bit Pie is 
un-health-y Di-et for Cats, and that all is not Gold 
that Glit-ters.—Chicago Rambler. 


“Take it away,” said the tall solemn passenger 
to the train-boy. “Take that book away. I want 
none of Ingersoll’s writings near me. That book 
is an abomination. It is a sacrilege. Its very 
presence in this car is enough to call upon this 
train and all of its passengers the vengeance of the 
almighty. Take it away, I say.” “What’s the 
matter with you?” inquired the train-boy, with a 
scowl. “Yd hav you know,” retorted the pas- 
senger, “that I hav aright to speak as I do. Iam 
a D. D.” ‘Oh, is that all?” was the response; “TI 
thought you was a D. F.” 


Mrnister : “I think if a notice of my forthcom- 
ing donation were to be placed in the newspapers, 
deacon, it might tend to the—er—glory of the oc- 
casion.” Deacon: “I think so myself, Mr. Good- 
man. I will tend to the matter at once.” Minis- 
ter: “But avoid the Sunday papers as you would a 
viper, deacon. They are an abomination.” Dea- 
con: “Well—er—Mr. Goodman, the Sunday pa- 
pers hav a much larger circulation than the daily 
editions through the week, and a notice would be 


‘seen by agreater number of readers.” Minister: 


“Fim. You surprise and grieve me, deacon. But 
I know little of such worldly matters. You must 
use your own judgment, deacon; and may heaven 
bless you. Good morning.”—N. Y. Sun. 


A LONG, lean, lank, cadaverous-looking “man, 
with long gray hair and beard, and very thin 
clothes, yesterday approached a blind man at the 
southwest cornerof Thirteenth and Market streets, 
who was peddling lead pencils, The stranger 
scanned the features of the blind man for some 
time and at length said : “ Brother, art thou totally 
blind?" “Yes,” answered the pencil merchant. 
* Hast thou never tried to be healed?” “No use,” 
replied the other. ** My eyes were burnt out in a 
powder-mill explosion.” “If thou hast faith thou 
canst be healed," safd the stranger. “Let us 
pray." By this time a crowd had gathered round 
ihe pair and a lively interest was manifested in 


‘the proceedings. The apostle of faith cure knelt 


down and offered a long prayer for the blind man, 
while the crowd kept increasing until it nearly 
blocked up Thirteenth street. After prayer the 
ancient arose and went through a series of gyra- 
tions similar to a mesmerist. He made all manner 
of passes in the air with bis hands, and finally 
took hold of the man, rubbed his eyes, slapped his 
back, pinched his cheeks, and asked him if he 
could see. To the great disappointment of the 
audience he replied that he could not. The faith- 
cure man was about to begin his performances 


t 


" 6 of Thought. í 


: Tux heroic struggle for liberty made for. eighty 
| years -by:the ‘sturdy.dwellers in the lowlands of 

Europe is marred'by the persecuting spirit of 
` Christianity, which seems to hav converted its be- 
: lievers into fanatics, bent upon the: destruction of 
: everything opposed to them. Since the early 
; Christians wandered through the catacombs of 
i Rome they hav been relentless persecutors. From 
* Constantine to the present day they hav endeav- 
; ored by one means or.another to crush all differ- 
- ences of opinion in matters of faith.—D. M. Bennett. 


: ` Tazjgrand inquisitor, like pope and pagan, has 
in our age lost most of his teeth. There can 
‘hardly be a-surer way of conferring a benefit on a 


-Gourage, siticerity, ari 
influe: 


who hold them to posts for'which they areother- 
“wise unfit.’ These are not days when. incense can 
y influence or Official’ precedence make pros- 


:elytes.—Fred. W. H. Myers. i : 
'z Miss CARLILE talked-of her little dog Nero: ` 
3S He is extravagantly fond of me; but only very 


moderately of Carlyle. If I am away for a little 
“and come in, Nero bounds and frisks and is de- 
“lighted. If Carlylé i& away then he just yelps-a 
little when he returns, that’s all, But he cannot. 
expect otherwise. Carlyle delighis in torturing 
him; which he calls playing with him. He snaps 
the tongs at him, and Nero does not like that. 
;Carlyie once even tied ar empty tin to his tail and 
sent-the poor dog scampering all over the house in 
“great terror. ‘It was cruel in him to do that, ab- 
solutely cruelin him, and I told him so. I told 
sbim it was an amusement unfit for a philosopher, ` 
low and degrading."—Dr. Knighten. ; 
“Tre heart is hard in nature and unfit 
„For human fellowship, as being void 
Of sympathy, and therefore dead alike 
-To love and friendship both, that is not pleased 
"With sight of animals enjoying life, 
"Nor feels their happiness augment his own. 
cd i UNES Be —Cowper. 
"'INo more expect to see my countrymen again 
| content with the mere semblance of a representa- 
„tion than to see them again drowning their 
witches or -burning heretics, trying causes by red- 
"hot plowshares or offering up human sacrifices to 
wooden idols. I no more expect a reaction in- 
; favor of Gotten or Old Sarum than a reaction in 
“favor of Thor and Odin. I should think such a 
reaction almost as much a miracle as that the 


. "shadow should go back üpon the dial. (Who so 


E po eman eame up.and ordered him 


ag! 


'|to move on. The apostle went off bemoaning the 
lack of faith in Israel, while the crowd took pity- 


on the blind man and purchased his entire stock 
of pencils. ‘Cranks are of some use, anyway,” 
thuttered thé blind man, as he went off to -pur- 
chase.a new stock of merchandise, __ 

A SETTLER in a Welsh colony in South America 
sends a: letter, which has been published in the 
Manchester City Nevis, It contains one of the best 
missionary stories we hav read for some time. 
One of the Indian chiefs was dying, and a Spanish 
priest was sent for to administer consolation. The 
writer was asked to-interpret between them, and 
thus describes the conversation: Chief: “To 
what sort of a country do the Christians go after 
death?" Priest: “Into a noble country.” Chief: 
“Ts there sufficient pasture for all cattle?” Priest: 
“There is plenty.” Chief: “Hav they plenty of 
guano and of ostriches there?" Priest: “ Any 
amount.” Chief: ** Are there lions in that place t? 
“Yes, millions.” “Are they able to hunt and 
catch the lions.” “Only those who die good Chris- 
tians can catch the lions.” Chief (stooping down 
to the visitor, in avery low voice): “ Hav they got 
brandy there?” Priest: “Brandy! yes, without 
any end." Chief (falling back on his pillow): “TI 
die a Christian.” : 


. 
Ingersoll’s Tributes 
. í REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: 

The Vision of War, 
Tribute to his Brother, ^ 
The Grant Banquet Togst, 
Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. 

The price of these heretofore has been $1. We 
offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 
THE FOUR FOR FIFTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

83 Clinton Pl., New York. 


A NEW PAMPHLET.—JUST OUT. 


“ADAMI AND REVA. 
BY 8. P. PUTMAM. 


A poetic version of ‘the Indian Story of the Gar- 
den of Eden, in which its superiority to the muti- 
lated copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. - ; 

PRICE, 10 CENTS. ` 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 
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/| the victories of reason once gained. are gained for 


 readeth, let him understand!) Revolutions pro- ' 
‘duced by violence are often followed by reactions ; 


eternity.—Macaulay’s Speeches on Parliamentary Re- 
Jorm. m é . 
Dıp.the book called the Bible excel in purity of 
ideas and expression. all the books now extant in 
the world, I would. not take it for my rule of. 
faith, as being the word of God, because the pos- 
sibility would nevertheless. exist of my being im- 
posed upon., But when I see throughout the: 
greater part of this book scarcely anything but a 
history of the grossest vices, and a collection of the 
most paltry and contemptible tales, I cannot dis- 
honor my creator by calling it by his name.— 
Paine’s Age of Reason. : 


Ir others will not deal fairly with their own 
minds, does that make my errors truth or ought 
it to make me in love with them and willingly to 
impose on myself? If others love cataracts on 
their eyes should that hinder me from couching of 
mine as soon as I could? Everyone declares 
against blindness, and yet who almost is not fond 
of that which dims his sight and keeps the clear 
light out of his mind, which should lead him into 
truth and knowledge? Such are usually the 
prejudices imbibed from education, party, rever- 
ence, fashion, interest, etc. This is the mote 
which everyone sees in his brother’seye, but never 
regards the beam in his own.—Locke's Conduct of 
the Understanding. £ 


AND why beholdest the mote that is in thy broth- 
ers eye, but considerest not the beam that is in 
thine own eye. * ' ' Thou hypocrit, first cast out 
the beam out of thineown eye, and then shaltthou 
see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's 
eye.—JMatt. vit, 3-5. See also Luke vi, 41, 42. 


I map ridden to Edinburgh, there to consult a 
doctor, having at last reduced my complexities to a 
single question: “Is this disease curable by 
medicin, or is it chronic, incurable except by 
regimen, if even so?” This question I earnestly 
put; got response, “It is all tobacco, sir; giv up 
tobacco.” Gave it instantly and strictly up. 
Found, after long months, that I might hav as 
well ridden sixty miles in the opposit direction 
and poured my sorrows into the long, hairy ear of 
the first jackass I came upon, as into this select 
medical man’s, whose name I will not mention.— 
Carlyle’s Reminiscences. 


Waen all things were made, nothing was m*,le 
better than tobacco; to be alone man’s compan- 
ion, a batchelor's friend,a hungry man’s food, a 
sad man’s cordial, a wakeful man’s sleep, and a 
chilly man’s fire. There is no herb like it under 
the canopy of heaven .—Kingsiey’s Westward Ho. 


t 


Mosr earnestly would I urge upon those who 
cherish the doctrine of immortality, not to defend 
it, as they too often do, by arguments which hav a 

.basis smaller than the doctrin itself. I long to see 

this glorious tenet rescued from the jurisdiction 
of a narrow and sectarian theology, which, fool- 
ishly ascribing to a single religion the possession 
of all truth, proglaims other religions to be false 
and debases the most magnificent topics by con- 
tracting them within the horizon of its own little 
vision. —Buckle’s Essays. — 
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TRUTH FROM A CHURCHMAN ILLUSTRATED, 
The devil trembled when God sent a man into the world who knew how to think.—Bishop Spalding. 


Slates and Clippings. 


Pnorzsson: ‘‘My dear sir, you cannot be a 
subject for the mind-cure unless you hav faith 
in it.” Applicant: ‘‘ Ah, I see; the mind must 
be unsound before it can be open to the 
cure.” 


A QORRESPONDENT asks us to name the pet 
H-u-s-h, 
man! Everybody knows it, and how often it 
breaks out from Brooklyn’s ups to Boston’s 
Downs.—Pomeroy’s Democrat. 


STANLEY, when he started across Africa, 
took with him sixty-nine books for entertain- 
-ment on the way, and the only one to survive 
the trip was the Bible. It is amazing how 
long the Bible will last some people. In some 

. families the good book, bound in flimsy mus- 
lin, will outlast a dozen novels substantially 
bound in leather.— Norristown Herald. 


AN audacious young man put his arm 
: around a young woman who sat in the same 
pew with him during service in the United 
Brethren church at Fort Wayne on Sunday 
night, and kissed her. She was so pleased 
that she laughed right out in meeting, and 
others joined with her. These young people 
are to be indicted for disturbing a religious 
meeting. i 


Tae Methodists, while ‘building two a 


day” and: “ crossing the million line” for mis- 


' sions, it seems from the conference reports are 
starving some of their ministers. A prominent 
minister—a presiding elder, in fact—asserted 
in the conference the other day that he knew 
a ministers family who were compelled to 
subsist upon four cents a day for each mem- 


4 


year for editing the “ rat organ”—the Phila- 
delphia Methodist. Boycott the Methodist /— 
The Tocsin. 


Sraws are not wanting, says the Pall Mail 
Gazette, to show that the clerical ascendency 
over Frenchwomen is on the decline, and will 
ere long be a thing of the past. Mme. Girault- 
Lesourd has just given to the city of Angers 
the magnificent sum of £8,000 to be expended 
on the foundation of an orphan asylum, with 
these conditions: that the staff of the orphan- 
age consist in perpetuo solely of laymen and 
laywomen, and that it shall remain entirely 
under civil, to the exclusion of all religious, 
control. 


A SuwDAY-sOHOOL teacher was telling her 
children how the devil goeth about like a 
roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour, 
and after the lesson was through, she said 
that those who wished could ask questions. 
At once a little boy spoke up and asked how 
fast the devil could run. ‘‘ Hush, Johnnie,” 
said the teacher, ‘‘such questions are very 
profane.” *' Well, I don’t care,” said Johnnie; 
“he can’t outrun my pa, anyhow, ’cause: I 
heard pa tell a man down the street the other 
day- that he caught the devil the night he 
came home from the lodge.” 


A Marne Sunday-school teacher, bent on 
clearly defining the relation of children to the 
Episcopal church, was anxious to impress on 
her extraordinarily dull class the propriety of 
being confirmed. The age of twelve, follow- 
ing the usage of the ancient Jewish church, 
was especially emphasized. After a dull dis- 
cussion of the matter, the teacher tested one 


D 


ber. Of course he didn't refer to “Rev. J. | of her relativly brightest scholars by suddenly 
B. McCullough, D.D.,” who gets $1500 aj asking: “Now, what is done to children 


properly instructed, when they reach the 
age of twelve or thereabouts?” ‘‘ Lick ’em,” 
was the prompt reply. Confirmation was not 
further touched upon at that lesson. 


M. CHARLES GIRARD, chemist, of Paris, re- 
cently amused himself by investigation of the 
ingredients of a beautitul red-currant jelly, 
charmingly put up for export to the United 
States. There was not an atom of fruit in 


‘the mass, as was demonstrated by the adding 


to it of methylated alcohol, which would hav 
turned it green had it contained any fruit 
acid. It was found to consist of gelatine, 
sweetened with glycerine residue, colored 
with pichsine (a poisonous mineral extract), 
and flavored with no one knows what. A 
great many people in this country imagin no 
currant jelly so good as that which is im- 
ported from France. 


M. VERESOHAGEN, not content with proving, 
by copious scripture extracts, that he is fully 
justified in painting the holy father as one of 
many members, now turns the tables on his 
detractors, and, protesting against the epithet 
* antichristian,” which has been applied to 
his pictures, asks in his turn: ‘‘Is it Christian 
to represent God and the saints sitting on 
clouds, as though.on chairs or armchairs? Is 


| it Christian to make Christ & Roman patri- 


cian, and the saints of both sexes slaves of his 
household? Is.it Christian to muffle up the 
image of Christ with costly dress material, to 
seat.him on & throne of gold or silver, en- 
riched with jewels, and put & crown on his 
head and a scepter into his hands? All this 
in the clouds! Is it Christian to dress the 
Virgin in Pompadour costumes, and to cover 


her with trinkets weighing pounds? TI had 
occasion to study the cults of different relig- 
ions, but among the Buddhists and Brahman- 
ists I hav never found stranger idols than the 
Madonnas in some Christian churches." 


Tar growing hostility between the church 
and the state in France has been accentuated 
by a protest addressed by the three French 
cardinals, the archishops of Paris, Lyons, and 
Toulouse, to the president of the republic 
against M. de Freycinet’s criticism of the 
conduct of the clergy in the last election. As 
this protest was no doubt approved at Rome 
before it was published, it is important as in- 
dicating the irreconcilable nature of the relig- 
ious conflict that has been going on in 
France during the last few years. The re- 
cent appointment of M. Paul Bert to an im- 
portant post is regarded by Catholics much as 
Englishmen would regard the elevation of 
Mr. Bradlaugh to a ministerial office. In- 
deed, it is asserted by French Catholics that 
the government deliberately tries to antago- 
nize the church. In this way they explain the 
frequent suspensions of clerical salaries, the 
reprimands of bishops, the total suppression 
of some hundred and fifty unattached vicars, 
and the constant attempts to harass and 
annoy the religious orders. Church prop- 
erty and even church edifices are frequently 
seized by the government on the plea that a 
better use can be made of such property by 
the state than by the church. Under these 
circumstances it is not wonderful that an irri- 
tating skirmish is constantly going on be- 
tween the civil and religious authorities. 
And, unfortunately, the situation promises 
to become worse before it becomes better.— 
New York Tribune, 
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egislative. 


A Plea for Impartial Taxation. 


On Tuesday, March 16, 1886, arguments in favor 
of the following petitions and bill were heard by the 
Committee of Ways and Means of the New York 
Assembly. The first petition is from the Constitu- 
tion Club of Brooklyn: 


To the Legislature of the State of New York: 


We, citizens under the constitution and bill of rights, claim 
equality without discrimination or preference in the liberty 
of our conscience and equality of religious liberty, and re- 
monstrate earnestly against all practices of legislative action 
which in the past have discriminated as between individuals 
and corporations by acts of exemption on personal and real 
property in favor of said institutions and in prejudice of the 
rights of individuals by an unjust and unequal distribution 
of the burdens of the support of government. 

The exception to a rule by a tax exemption works in the 
essence of an additional tax, 

We are convinced that the principle of **the equality of 
sacrifice” for the maintenance and support of the state is 
the rock foundation upon which a free people may maintain 
their governmental integrity. 

It is high time that a halt should be taken by the refusal to 
pass all acts granting exemption from taxation. In our 
cities, the municipal corporation, acting as agent for the state, 
collects and pays over to the state the share of the state tax 
levy. There is no essential difference in the levy of an assess- 
ment for a local improvement and the levy of a tax for the 
maintenance of local government which provides for the pro- 
tection and care of property. 

Private institutions of a charitable or religious character 
should not be exempt from the municipal cost of the main- 
tenance of a police and fire department any more than they 
should be exempt for the construction of a sewer or for the 
use of water. One step in exemption naturally leads to another. 
At first it is not felt. It amounts, apparently, toa trifle, but 
it has grown to a monstrous evil in special legislation, so that 
millions of property held by rich corporations is increasing 
in value and has become, on account of its not being taxed, 
a burden upon the individual tax-payers; and the want of 
uniformity by legislative and municipal action has tran- 
scended the constitutional limitations. 

The discrimination between a class or profession and the 
different kinds of property violates a rule of equity which 
will endanger the integrity of the commonwealth. 

We therefore request that you will pass a bill which pro- 
vides for a more equal distribution of the burdens of govern- 
ment, and we herewith submit the resolution passed at a meet- 
ing of the Constitution Club on January 19, 1886, as follows: 

fesolved, That it is the opinion of this Club that no prop- 
erty should be exempt from taxation except such as is the 
property of the public and is used for public purposes. 


Bigned by the Executive Committee of the Constitution Club 
of Brooklyn. SAMUEL B. DUuRYEA. 
GzozeE B. DOUGLAS, Joun Hengky HULL. 
EpxuND P. Marin. J. WARREN GREENE. 


The following bill was introduced by Assemblyman 
Hotchkiss, of Brooklyn, and referred to the Commit- 
tee by whom the arguments were heard: 


An act in relation to the taxation of property. 
The people of the state of New York, represented in sen- 
ate and assembly, do enact as follows: i 

Seorion 1.—The following property shall be exempt from 
taxation : ` 

1. All property, real or personal, exempted from taxation 
by or under the constitution of this state, or the Constitution 
of the United States. . 

2. All property, real or personal, the title to which is, or 
hereafter sball be, in the United States, or in this state, or in 
any city, county, town, or village within this state, and 
which is used, or intended to be used, for public purposes. 

3. All property exempted by law from execution. 

SrgorroN 2.—From and after the date on which this act 
8hall take effect, all lands and all personal estates within this 
state, whether owned by individuals or corporations, shall be 
liable to taxation, except as otherwise specifically provided 
in Section 1 of this act. Provided, however, that the owner 
or holder of stock in any company liable to taxation on its 
capital stock or property, shall not be taxed as an individual 
for such stock. ` 

Szorion 3.—All property, both real and personal, ex- 
empted from taxation, either in whole or in part, by or under 
any law of this state in force before this act shall take effect 
(except as provided in sections 1 and 2 of this act), shall, 
after this act shall take effect, be assessed and valued in the 
same manner and upon the same basis of valuation as other 
property subject to taxation, and shall be taxed upon its full 
assessed valuation, as follows, namely: in the year 1887 at 
one-tenth of the rate at which other property of the same or 
a similar description in the same town or ward is taxed; in 
the year 1888 at two-tenths of such rate; in the year 1889 at 
three-tenths of such rate; in the year 1890 at four-tenths of 
such rate; in the year 1891 at five-tenths of such rate; in the 
year 1892 at six-tenths of such rate; in the year 1898 at seven- 
tenths of such rate; in the year 1894 at eight-tenths of such 
rate; in the year 1895 at nine-tenths of such rate; in the year 
1896, and in all subsequent years, at the full rate at which such 
other property is taxed, and such taxes shall be levied, col- 
lected, and applied in the same manner as taxes on other 
property subject to taxation. 

Szotion 4.—All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with 
the provisions of this act are hereby repealed. 

Seorion 5.—This act shall take effect immediately. 


The first argument was by Samuel B. Duryea, rep- 
resenting the Constitution Club of Brooklyn. The 
hearing before the Committee was procured by J. J. 
‘McCabe, Secretary of the New York State Free- 
thinkers’ Association. Mr. Duryea said: 

SPEECH OF SAMUEL B, DURYEA. 


Mr. Cuarrman: In coming before your committee 
I hope you wil bear in mind that we present our- 
selves as advocates of a measure that looks wholly to 
the interests of thé commonwealth. It is a measure 
fundamental, based on principles well established 
upon which writers of wide distinction do not differ. 

From the differing schools of philosophy and relig- 
ion we are unable to find a logician who is willing to 


| empire. 


base his reputation upon an argument to be made in 
favor of tax exemption. It is only when individuals 
representing societies desire money that they make 
appeal to the legislature with an argument based 
upon selfishness, as they are often found appealing 
to the public to sanction a lottery, or raffle, or a grab- 
bag, and, like these, they are only supported by that 
specious argument that the end justifies the means. 

If this bill becomes a law you will be relieved from 
a great deal of vexatious special legislation which 


‘has in the past cast no honor upon the legislature in 


the state of New York, and has been the cause of 
Strife among its people. i 

It is not my intention to delve into the arguments 
relating to the principles of taxation, but it is enough 
to say that the system is intimately connected with 
the growth of government in the human race, and has 
developed from an arbitrary assertion by power to a 
reasoning basis. It differs to-day in all the nations 
upon the face of the earth, according to the form of 
government and enlightenment of the people. In 
those nations which are included among the Christian 
powers, we have an easier chance for perusal. Those 
which have been influenced by the power of ecclesias- 
tical religion have exerted an influence over the state 
whereby they have been enabled to levy taxes for the 
support of a peculiar sect, and the maintenance of a 
doctrinal theology in the institutions of learning, and 
exemption from all the costs and maintenance of gov- 
ernment. As early as 359 a.n. an attempt was made 
to have the lands belonging to the churches exempt 
from all taxation. It was due to the demoralizing 
influences of the reign of Constantine, when the 
church united in the political intrigues of a corrupt 
Throughout all the conflicts among nations 
to the present day, the evil influences of the uniting 
of church and state may be traced through every 
Christian nation on the face of the earth. Happily 
the development and civilization of the world has 
been steadily—from the time of the Reformation to 
the present—in favor of the entire and absolute sep- 
aration of the spiritual from the secular; yet now, in 
this country, in the state of New York, we have re- 
maining exemptions from taxation. 

Inasmuch as we have no state belief nor national 
church, why should we have an exemption relating to 


religious bodies, which is none other than a tax upon | 


the whole community for the support of a doctrine or 
doctrines from which they may derive no benefit, and 
in some cases believe to be detrimental to the gen- 
eral welfare? It is by many believed that a repub- 
lican state should not mix up its civil functions with 


the belief of any creed, and that all exemptions of 


property on the ground that it is a religious corpo- 
ration is & trespass upon the freedom, liberty, and 
equality of the thought of the people. A charitable 
institution, which is open to all without restriction, 
has a claim upon the state. Educational institutions 
should be founded on the principle of impartial jus- 
tice. Anyinstitution that is exclusive has no right to 
-claim exemption, and if it is unable to exist without 
state support, it should be swept away. 

Now, let us look at the question as it presents it- 
self to the practical mind. Here in a city is unim- 
proved property situated upon an avenue, which has 
been graded, paved, sewered, and lighted. In prog- 
ress of building are houses, banks, libraries, and 
churches. Here are piles of lumber, and iron, and 
stone, and brick. These materials are all going into 
these different structures. On what grounds will 
you argue that the material that goes into the one is 
to be taxed; while that which goes into another is to 
be exempted from taxation? The savings bank or a 
bank of deposit is not exempt. It is a benefit to the 
community. The factory, with its thousand spindles, a 
beehive of industry, giving to the poor employment ; 
the healthy homes for the operatives, which have more 
to do with the maintenance of family life and the 
stability of the state than any other known cause, 
bear their full burden of taxation. The beautiful 
Gothic church, with its artistic spire, gorgeous inte- 
rior, enjoying all the protections of state and munici- 
pal government—for the pleasure of those who ad- 
mire the beautiful, and for the use of those who can 
pay for the luxury of fine music and eloquence—is ex- 
empt from all taxation. On what ground? Is it 
more the house of God than the cottage that in- 
closes love, where childhood is developed under 
parental instruction into manly and womanly virtues? 
The one may be open but one day in seven, and then 
but for a few hours. It may have cost more money 
than would have builded a thousand houses. It is a 
luxury; it is to be treated as a luxury, and should be 
taxed at its full value as such. And what will you 
do in regard to the religious charitable institutions? 
So long as they are private institutions they should 
be taxed. If they are doing a work of charity for 
the benefit of mankind, they should be required to 
make returns under oath as to the amount and cost 
of their work, and should be paid for the work done 
by a general tax, provided the same is as economically 
and well managed as it could be under the direct 
control of the local authorities. The danger accru- 
ing to the United States was first officially pointed 


out in the message of President Grant in 1875, and| 


no one who has watched the vast accumulations of 

wealth derived by various incorporated institutions 

can fail to see the danger arising from these soulless 

institutions, which gather strength like a river that 

flows to the sea. Already, at Albany, -there have 
been bills introduced to allow one. institution to be 

exempt on property to the enormous value of two 

and a half millions—or upon incomes amounting to 
$250,000 per annum. 

The farms and homes of the citizens of the United 
States are to be made tributary to these money-loving 
institutions! 

Already are established more charitable and relig- 
ious institutions than a thriving, industrious people 
should be called upon to maintain. The weakness of 


‘a community is measured by its need of eleemosynary 


institutions. By undue and unwise legislation home 
life is destroyed. The tenement house and the flat 
are at variance with Saxon liberty, and break down 
the privacies of life. Those institutions, maintained 
by religious enthusiasm, which develop artificial con- 
ditions and distempered lives not in harmony with 
the normal condition, should be discountenariced. 

It is manifestly unjust that the state should 
charge directly or indirectly upon the whole people 
the support, even partial, of any institutions restricted 
in any measure for private or sectarian uses. In this 
state the church property exempt from taxation, 
according to the census of 1850, was $21,132,707, 
and in the census of 1870 it is reported at $66,055,- 
755. The official report for the commissioners of the 
city of New York states that, in that city alone, the 
church property exempted is valued at $42,137,500 ; 
and other property held by private institutions, 
either religious or otherwise, for charitable and other 
purposes, amounts to $33,994,930. In the city of 
Brooklyn the. exempted property for church and 
charitable purposes, etc., according to the report of 
1880, amounted to $16,271,300. According to the 
report of the state Board of Assessors, it is estimated 
that the liberal exemptions of property consecrated 
to religious worship, to the uses of charity, and edu- 
cational institutions of a private character, aggregate 
in value over $500,000,000, and a very large pro- 
portion of the property is held for speculative pur- 
poses and not directly used for its ostensible object. 

This exemption from the burdens of the main- 
tenance of the state by the exemption of many 
millions results in the increased burden to be borne 
by the breadwinners. The agricultural interests of 
the state and laboring classes have to meet a larger 
share of burden, and the home is taxed unduly for 
the maintenance of institutions of a private character 
that do not touch the whole body politic. It is upon 
the homes and the public schools that American in- 
stitutions are founded, and the safety of the state is 
in the entire and absolute separation from the church. 
The growth of charitable institutions is not indicative 
of a healthy condition. 

In many cases they develop pauperism, and toa 
very large extent they are the outcome of an immi- 
gration which has been forced upon the country by 
the emptying of the poorhouses of Europe. 

In & paper prepared by Dr. Charles S. Hoyt, secre- 
tary of the State Board of Charities, and reported to 
this legislature on January 28, 1886, it is stated: 
* We are forced to the conclusion, therefore, that ` 
this country is being constantly burdened with the 
insane and paupers of different European countries, or 
with persons from those countries so enfeebled by 
privation and hardships through successive genera- 
tions as to become insane. or otherwise dependent 
under slight exciting causes, deported from their 
homes for no other purpose than to relieve their sev- 
eral communities of troublesome burdens, and for 
whose support and care we are no more liable than 
for the payment of the national debts, or the main- 
tenance of the standing armies of the various countries 
whence they are sent. 

“According to the census of 1880 the native pop- 
ulation of New York was 3,871,492, and the foreig: 
population 1,211,979; total, 5,082,871. 7 

“The number of insane of native birth was 7,790, 
or one to every 497 of the native population ; while 
the number of insane of foreign birth was 6,821, or 
one to every 192 of the foreign population.” 

Herbert, Spencer has very ably presented the evil 
effects of compulsory charity, by which many of the 
natural laws are set aside, and swarms ‘of good-for- 
nothings are fostered and multiy ied by public and 
private agencies. 

Dr. Wayland, in his work on Political Economy, 
Says: 

All that religious Societies have a right to ask of the civil 
government is the same privileges for the transacting their 
own affairs which societies of every other sort possess. This 
they have ariglit to demand, not because they are religious 
societies, but because the exercise of religion is an innocent 
mode of pursuing happiness. If it happen accidentally that 
others are benefited it does not follow that they are obliged 
to pay for this benefit. It cannot be proved that the Chris- 
tian religion needs the support of civil government, since it 
has existed and flourished when entirely deprived of this 
support. 

In a memorial adé@iess to the General Court of 
Massachusetts in 1775, we find the following senti- 
ment tersely expressed: 
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For a civil legislature to impose religious tax is, we con- 
ceive, a power which their constituents never had to give, 
' and therefore going entirely out of their jurisdiction. We 
are persuaded that an entire freedom from being taxed by 
civil rulers to religious worship is not a mere favor from any 
man or men in the world; buta right and property granted 
us by God, who commands us to stand fast in it. e should 
wrong our consciences by allowing that power to men which 
we believe belongs only to God. 


An exemption is simply the presentation of a re- 
eeipted bill for taxes. The Real Estate Record, 
Brooklyn agle, Brooklyn Times, Union, and 
Standard, have protested against the injustice of 
this system. 

If sectarian institutions are unable to hold their own 
without the exemption, as provided for in this bill, 
which only charges at one-tenth of the rate at which 
other property of a similar description is taxed in the 
first year, two-tenths in the second, and so on, giving 
ample time of ten years before they are chargeable at 

_ the rate of other property it will be proven that they 
have not the support of the community One of the 
evils which is attendant upon the release from taxation 
of church property, is that it leads to extravagance in 
the purchase of land and buildings, especially in cities. 
In New York city churches are located on the finest 
avenues and not within the reach of the poorer 
classes. They are aristocratic, and not suited to ac- 
commodate the masses, and not more than one-fourth 
of the population can possibly be accommodated. If 
in that city the churches were taxed at the same rate 
as adjoining property it would tend to the building 
of structures suited to the wants of the people, more 
commodious and less expensive. 

The present system results in the placing of a 


burden indirectly by exemption, but which, neverthe- | 


less, increases the rate of the tax levy upon a large 
majority who do not believe in sectarian teaching, 
but, on the contrary, believe that it is unwise and 
actually detrimental to the best interests of the com- 
monwealth. It is for the interest of the municipality 
and the state that the church should be as interested 
as the citizen in providing for an honest moral gov- 
ernment. They should be recognized as corporations 
and bear their share. At present under the laws they 
are assessed for sewer, water, and street improve- 
ments. The municipal tax is mude up of items, of 
expenses for police protection, the maintenance of a 
fire department, and other items which go for the 
` preservation and protection of property, and there is 
no adequate reason why churches should not pay for 
the sustaining of a fire department as well as pay for 
water. With regard to burial grounds, if taxed they 
would be assessed at a valuation which would con- 
sider the use to which the property is devoted, under 
the decision in the Court of Appeals reports, People 
v. the Mayor, 63 N. Y., 291. 

To be considered under this subject there is the 
churchyard, the farm burial grounds, the sectarian 
cemetery, and the large general cemeteries. None 
of these are public burial grounds. Many of them 
bring in large revenues, and the sale of plots is as 
much a matter of speculation as the transfer of any 
real property. Those devoted to sectarian use do 
not tolerate the burial of any one not in communion 
with the church. - In Article I. of the Constitution of 
this state is the following: *“ The free exercise and 
enjoyment of religious profession and worship, with- 
out discrimination or preference, shall forever be 
allowed in this state to all mankind.” In the discus- 
sion in regard to exemption, the facts show that they 
are based upon principles of inequality ; that there has 
been a discrimination which will not bear inspection ; 
that there has been an injustice done to the whole 
by the granting of favors to the few; that large 
properties have been accumulated in the hands of 
private institutions which are run in the interest of 
a sect ; and that this preference is a burdensome dis- 
crimination against the free exercise and enjoyment, 
and against the liberty of conscience which was in- 
tended to be secured in the constitution of the state. 

Charity founded on the universality of human 
want and suffering, a gift without restriction or lim- 
itation, open to all and for all, should, not be taxed. 
The title to such property cannot and should not be 
held in any sectarian board of trustees or in a bishop, 
as a private resource, but should vest in the state. 
If hospitals, orphan asylums, and other eleemosynary 
institutions, desire to hold their property for the ad- 
vantages that shall accrue to any sect, corporation, or 
person, for reasons of their own, they should make 
no claim to exemption. The same principle holds 
good in reference to all private schools, colleges, and 
other institutions of learning that may prefer to 
limit themselves to private purposes. Many argu- 
ments have been advanced in favor of exemption, but 
hardly any but would bear with equal, if not stronger, 
force in relation to the homestead and the farm. 

According to the census of 1880, there were more 
than 219,000 persons over the age of ten years in the 
state of New York who were unable to write, although 
we had 26,693 teachers. 

The total value of the property belonging to pub- 
lic schools is placed at only $31,235,407, and the 
annual expense amounts to $11,035,511. 

It is quite impossible to enforce compulsory edu- 


cation while the state does not provide ample accom- 
modation. 

It is astonishing to find that the total value of all 
the property invested in school-houses in the United 
States amounts to only $212,252,491, while the ex- 
emptions in the state of New York alone amount to 
more than double that sum. 

I therefore earnestly urge the principle of “equality 
of sacrifice” for the maintenance of civil government. 


Mr. Duryea was followed by T. B. Wakeman, rep- 
resenting the New York State Freethinkers’ Asso- 
ciation and the American Secular Union. During the 
past few months the State Association has circulated 
the following petition, which has received several 
thousand signatures: 

To the Senate and Assembly of the State of New York: 

The Constitution of our state guarantees that ‘‘ the free 
exercise and enjoyment of religious profession and worship, 
without discrimination or preference, shall forever be allowed 
in this state to all mankind.” The general principle of 
American government is equality of all men before the law. 
This, as your honorable body is aware, involves the principle, 
already acknowledged in theory, of the total separation of 
Church and state. But church and state are now prac- 
tically united by the following statutes : 

1. The law exempting church property from taxation. 

2. Thelaws appropriating money from the public treasury 
for the support of institutions founded and managed chiefly 
by sectarian denominations. 

8. The law compelling the observance of Sunday as a relig- 
ious holy day. : 

The undersigned, citizens of the state of New York, do 
therefore respectfully but earnestly petition your honorable 
body to repeal all the laws or parts of laws of this state 
which are violations of the above principles. Our reasons 
for asking this are: 

1. The churches are voluntary associations properly to be 
supported by the voluntary Contributions of their members. 
2. The state is compulsory. Every citizen must pay taxes. 
And we submit that it is unjust to a large and growing body 
of voters to be compelled to pay for the support of churches 
which they cannot conscientiously attend; for the hire of 
ministers in our legislature and public institutions, in whose 
doctrines they are unable to believe; and to observe as holy 
a day to them no more sacred than any other. We also sub- 
mit that the exemption of churches from taxation, the appro- 
priation of money for the hire of ministers and the support 
of sectarian institutions, and the legal observance of Sunday 
as a holy day, are discriminations in favor of one form of 
religion, are abridgment of the free exercise of religious 
preferences, and are therefore unconstitutional. 

In support of this petition, and of the foregoing 
bill, Mr. Wakeman said: 

ADDRESS BY T. B. WAKEMAN, OF THE NEW YORK BAR. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN AND GENTLEMEN OF THE CoMMITTEE: 
We are here to ask your report infavor of impartial tax- 
ation. The gentleman to whom you have just listened 
[Mr. Samuel B. Duryea, of Brooklyn] has explained 
to you the general purposes of our bill, and enforced 
them by the general considerations which apply to 
the interests of the citizens of the state at large. 

As the president of the Freethinkers’ Association 
of this state, I have been requested by the American 
Secular Union, and many other societies which repre- 
sent the people outside of the churches, to speak on 
behalf of the great mass of our population who are 
not church attendants, and who have no, or a very 
slight, interest in the churches at all. After me Mr. 
Gilbert R. Hawes will speak on behalf of many 
churches and church people who believe that the 
exemption of church property from taxation is no 
longer desirable, or beneficial to them. Thus we 
hope to show you that the general interests of the 
state, the large majority of the people outside of the 
churches, and a large portion of those still connected 
with the churches concur in the object which this bill 
is designed to attain. 7 i 

First, then, the great mass of the people who have 
no connection with the churches complain that the 
exemption of churches and of their institutions from 
taxation is a gross injustice to them. It is a fact too 
often forgotten.that the mass of our people are no 
longer church-members or attendants. In the city 
of New York, with & population of over 1,500,000, 
the church sittings all told do not exceed 400,000. 
The church people axe not a third of the population. 
Yet this minority exempts its own property, and prac- 
tically runs the city as if the majority had and ought 
to have no voice whatever. In the state the majority 
are ignored by the church minority in practically the 
same way, as the census will show. 

Now, it is a mistake and an injustice to suppose 
that the large majority of our people who are not 
church-attendants have no rights or feelings in this 
matter which legislators are bound to respect. 
They have been ignored hitherto simply from want 
of organization and cooperation, while the churches 
are solid organizations which hitherto have tacitly 
cooperated for their common exemption, although 
otherwise unable to agree as to their own doctrines, 
or indeed as to anything else. f 

Year after year this matter has been brought to the 
attention of the legislature, until now the abuse has 
grown large enough and the people aroused enough 
to demand that the great act of justice, the principle 
of impartial taxation, should be inaugurated, 

That the abuse is large enough has beenabundantly 
shown by the general figures already presented to 
you by my colleague, Mr. Duryea, but fortunately, as 
a part of the agitation of this subject, in 1884 the 


legislature, at the instance of your predecessors the 
Committee on Ways and Means, ordered the state 
assessor to obtain from the local assessors all of the 
particulars in regard to this exempted property. 
The reports of the local assessors have not yet been 
made public except in a few instances, but fortunately 
the law has been complied with by the assessors of 
the city and county of New York. There we are able 
to see very well illustrated the gross injustice against 
which we protest. But in addition to this, on the 
ninth of February last, Messrs. Coleman, Donnelly, 
and Feitner, the tax commissioners of New York, 
made a supplemental report où this subject in answer 
to a resolution of the legislature passed upon the 
motion of Mr. L. L. Van Allen, of New York, which 
report gives the latest figures on the subject. 

It there appears that the property actually 
occupied by the churches and exempted from all 
taxation amounts to $42,137,500 ; miscellaneous ex- 
empted property (not public), $33,994,930; total, 
$76,132,430. Nearly all of this church and miscel- 
laneous exempted property consists of: 

1. Ecclesiastical edifices and lands. 

2. Educational institutions. 

3. Charitable or eleemosynary institutions. 

4. Burial grounds and cemeteries. 

Nearly all of this property is under the control and 
influence of the churches, or exempted on the same 
principle or pretenses that are alleged as the grounds 
for church exemption, and therefore should in prin- 
ciple and in fact be counted with those exemptions. 

This being so, we have only to recall that the 
average taxation in the city and county of New York 
is on the average two and one-half per cent to learn 
how much the church department of that city costs 
its people; for two and one-half per cent of $76,132,- 
430 is about $2,000,000. To this add personal 
property tax, say $500,000. But this is by no means 
allof this tax. Our city makes very large annual 
donations under the pretense of charities, etc., to 
these church institutions. Mr. Dexter A. Hawkins 
has carefully collected the figures on this subject and 
published them in à pamphlet,* showing that on the 
average the Catholics receive $700,000 of this money, 
and the Protestants $350,000, making a total of 
$1,050,000. Nor is this all, for the custom of the 
city is to wholly or largely remit the assessments for 
local improvements which would fall upon this ex- 
empted property. Very much of this property is 
held in the part of the city where the streets, sewers, 
and public improvements are being extended. No. 
official figures have been published as to this im- 
portant item, but they exceed, as I am reliably in- 
formed, per year over $500,000. But this is not all, 
for, as Mr. Dexter A. Hawkins also shows, our re- 
ligious bodies have only to ask in order to receive 
gifts of our real estate annually, either by direct or 
indirect action. Thus the splendid block of ground 
on which the Catholic cathedral is built was prac- 
tically a gift of the city. Such gifts are, of course, 
irregular; but, as Mr. Hawkins shows, they are very 
substantial. 

But without considering or counting assessments 
remitted or these gifts, we have already shown that 
the churches and their institutions in New York city : 
receive over $3,000,000 annually, which is a direct ap- 
propriation for their benefit. For by this exemption 
these institutions have, practically, given to them by 
the city a receipted bill for this amount due from 
them to the city. In other words every inhabitant 
of our cityis compelled, whether he will or no, to pay 
to the churches over two dollars a year. Every in- 
habitant I say, for the taxes are in the long run paid 
by the consumer. This enormous tax is levied and 
collected underhandedly, but it is no less a burden 
grievous to be borne, especially by the non-church- 
man. If he could see this tax of three millions and 
over when he pays his taxes, on the back of his tax 
bill, as he does the other great appropriations he has 
to pay, the enormity of the burden would be appar- 
ent, and he might obtain some relief. But it 1s all 
done so silently and in the dark, that no one sees or 
will believe that the church institutions of New York 
really receive the largest appropriation of: public 
money made. If, as we read as follows on the back 
of our tax bills (taking up the tax bill of 1885): 


For public charities and correetions............. $1,501,058 
For health department............... m STOREN: 469,758 
For police department.................... eene 3,727,850 
For street cleaning department.................... 1,200,000 
For fire department................. eene a» 1,709,773 
For education department. ......eseressssererereesee 3,859,800 
For judiciary departinent................. ee 1,305,150 


Tf, I say, we should find among these great appropria- 
tions, as we do not, $3,000,000 for churches and their 
institutions, we should begin to see the enormity of 
this exaction. This tax exceeds the tax for any other 
city purpose, unless it be that for the great depart- 
ments of the police, and publie education ; and if the 
figures could be fully obtained it is very doubtful if 
this silent tax would not exceed those. It certainly 
costs more than our park, our health, our street, or 


* See the pamphlet referred to, and the Trura BEEKE 
ANNUAL for 1880, to be had at Tig Trurn SEEKER office, No. 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 

( Continued on page 914.) 
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Honor Where Honor is Due. 


Brief reference was made last week to the reception 
given at Dr. E. B. Foote’s residence on Lexington 
avenue on the evening of Monday, March 22d, in 
commemoration of the seventy-fourth birthday anni- 
versary of Stephen Pearl Andrews. It was an occa- 
sion very gratifying to Mr. Andrews, and very credit- 
able to those who arranged for and participated in it. 
Between fifty and sixty of the great universologist’s 
pupils and personal friends were present. He him- 
self lay at home upon a 
sick bed, to which -he 
has been confined dur- 
ing the entire year past. 
The gathering was held 
in Dr. Foote’s parlors, 
and the guest being ab- 
sent in the flesh, art was 
made to represent him 4 
for the occasion. To y# 
this end was placed in 48774 
one corner of the front #277, 
parlor on an easel a half- £f, 
length life-size crayon 
portrait of him, hand- 
somely framed and dec- 
orated with growing 
ivies and potted ferns; and in a corner of the back 
parlor, on a pedestal entwined with smilax, stood a 
life-size bust taken in 1880 by Pickett, the sculptor who 
executed. the statue of Morse, familiar to visitors to 
Central Park. An excellent cabinet photograph, of 
which the picture of the Pantarch given above is a 
duplicate, rested among the tulips and other flowers 
on the front mantel. 

Dr. Footes genial countenance was more genial 
than ever as he looked around upon the gathering, 
and upon the huge punch-bowl which he had placed 
upon a broad and convenient table, and filled with 
lemonade and based with fruits, icecream, and cake. 
At half-past eight he called the people to order, and 
made the opening address. He drew attention to the 
earnestness of Mr. Andrews in his life-work, how he 
had always elected to be in the midst of every battle 
for human rights, always in the van, chosing rather 
to keep fighting while there was aught to contend 
for rather than win laurels in one engagement and 
rest upon them. Dr. Foote spoke of Mr. Andrews's 
antislavery career, and of his service in introducing in 
this country the art of shorthand writing. Continu- 
ing, the doctor said that the Pantarch’s works were 
largely sealed books because of the scientific training 
necessary to unlock their meaning, but he had no 
doubt that the seals would one day be broken, and 
their treasures laid open to the world. In conclusion 
Dr. Foote said : 

Now, 2 word about our entertainment to-night. I hav 
here a letter which presents Mr. Andrews’s views, and we 


will probably all feel disposed to acquiesce in his recom- 
mendations. I will read the letter: 


THE LETTER FROM MR ANDREWS. 

My Dear Friends: I hav been kept aware that it isa purpose with 
some of you to hav a sort of assemblage of my circle of half pupils 
aud half friends, a8 my reception for them on the occasion of my 
birthday. The time selected is 8 o'clock P.M., Monday, the 22d inst. ; 
aud the place Dr. Foote’s hospitable parlors. I hav very definit 
ideas with regard to the basis of the new sociability, which will be, 
I think, quite distinct from ordinary habits of thought. I having 
made an effort to state my views to a few of the leading friends, 
they, Dr. Foote; Sr., especially, were so impressed by them as to re- 
quest that I would throw them on paper and hav them read on this 
occasion a8 my contribution. ; i 

They are. to this effect: All our present habits and ideas of 
sociability are so based upon and ingrained in the old isolated in- 
stitutions of society that it will cost a generation of regeneration to 
get them back to their natural basis of daily social intercourse. No 
sooner is something sociable proposed in radical quarters than 
every one flies in imagination to a ball-room, a concert-room 
a lecture-room, or something of the sort, which are merely so many 
additional methods of keeping people asunder in their several 
classes instead of uniting them in closer acquaintanceship in 
the intimate sociability of individuals, families, and habits. A close 
inspection of motiv would show that ihe real charm of our public 
assemblages centers in the half hour while the company are gather- 
ing, and the other half hour whilst it is dispersing ; during which 
there is a momentary glimpse of a true, untrammeled sociability ; 
afterward the interest passes from the heads and hearts to the feet 
and fingers, which are dominant in the old order. 

In the new order dancing, music, theatricals, and all the numer- 
ous contrivances for amusing the people will giv place and prepon- 

on the part of the memberhood to 
amuse each other and themselvs with merely the natural resources 
of heart and mind. Imagin an assemblage of the great and good, 
the elite of humanity, having to resort to an orchestra to titillate 
their ears lest they should not be amused! What the people are 
really yearning for is the opportunity to come together in their 
great and useless parlors, and to inaugurate the parlor visit as the 
basis and type of intimate sociability—visitarium. The full devel- 
opment of this idea would require volumes of written and printed 
matter and years of experience in the best method of breaking 
down the old barriers between soul and soul or man and man in the 
common intercourse of life. To charm in conversation is the 
greatest and the highest type of social attainment. 

S. P. ANDREWS (per A. J. P.). 


Iam inclined to the' opinion that Mr. Andrews's proposi- 
tion is well suited to a liberal, social assemblage. In fash- 
ionable society, where there is little of value to talk about, 
musie, recitations, and other diversions are indispensably 
necessary to giv variety to the entertainment. We do not 
wish to giv up these exercises altogether, but, for an evening 
like this, short speeches of ten minutes, and a little music 
thrown in, will quite suffice, thereby saving the most of the 
evening for social intercourse. 

Mr. F. F. Cook spoke of the guest as the greatest 
philosophic intellect of our time, uniting to a mind of 
extraordinary breadth an incisivness no less extraor- 
dinary. Thus there was added to a remarkable uni- 
versality a no less remarkable personality. The man 
they had assembled to honor had ever been a gener- 
ous giver of himself. To instruct others was with 
him a labor of love. And none knew better how to 
giv. The mind of their friend was one against whom 
others freely sharpened their own blunt intellectual 


tools. In the speaker's opinion Mr. Ándrews's phi- 


_losophy was par excellence the philosophy of the 


future, and that, too, of the immediate future. It 
was not a philosophy of compromises, but of balances. 
It was what its name implied, integral. Spencerian- 
ism was but a half truth—it compassed only the half- 
circle known as Individualism. The philosophy of 
Mr. Andrews was a whole truth. Et took Mr. 
Spencers. Individual (which had also been the 
speaker’s Individual until quite recently) and added 
to,it the rest of humanity, for which Mr. Spencer, un- 
fortunately, could find no room. Until quite recently 
Mr. Cook had regarded Mr. Andrews’s Pantarchical 
ideas in the light of à harmless vagary, believing for 
himself that the social solution lay in quite the oppo- 
sit direction. But the logic of events had converted 
him. The Pantarchical idea was actually now in 
practical operation. What was its central idea but 
the subordination of self for the good of the whole? 
In barbarism it was a despotism, in an enlightened 
age st would prove the most beneficent of régimes, 
and the grand army of labor to-day instinctivly turned 
to it as the only social arrangement with which to 
confront the individualistic Moloch of capital But 
a single generation hence, and the name of their 
friend would be honored of all the world, and be 
canonized as one of its chief benefactors. 
Mr. Wakeman said: 


Frienps: We cannot but say to the good doctor, our kind 
host, that this isa pleasant event. Already it has sent a quiet 
atmosphere of mild and gentle happiness stealing through 
the hearts of all. Some, one at least, I know, has come here 
from a day of misery and agony that would seem to crush 
the very soul to hell with force enough to knock the very 
bottom out. But the soft murmur of your little assemblage, 
breathing out the mingling voices of sympathy and hope, 
courage and new endeavor, are potent io charm the very 
demons from the souls of the damned! All of the new 
angels of the world are social, and the first of them is sym- 
pathy; and the charm of that blessed spirit is here! We re- 
joice together over the victory of a mighty mind and heart 
after seventy-four years of conflict. We share in common 
the great harvest that life has garnered for us to be the sus- 
tenance not only of **the friends" now, but perhaps of distant 
peoples and ages. We are glad to pass the word from one 
kindling face to the other that the universal teacher, now the 

reat invalid, is better to-day than he has been for weeks. 

e cherish still the hope that he may recover, but if not that 
his career may be transformed into & mightier power than 
any individuality can be on earth. Thus he seems now to 
float on the borderland of existence like the distant setting 
sun on the horizon, illuminating by his departing yet ever 
newly rising rays the two worlds of existence—the present 
and theto be. Such a transition of the great in mind, or 
heart, or deed is ever a sight ‘‘ full of worship," more glori- 
ous than any Elijah translation to any heaven of old. 

The voice, too, that has come from this great soul, read to 
us by the doctor, is one of comfort and good cheer in an 
event. It is the voice of one at peace and rest with the world, 
of seréne trust in the harmony of things. Itis not that the 
comforter is to be sent, but is here in the higher sympathy 
and social.life which the new Universal Integral view of 
the world and of man's lot and fate opens to those who catch 
the meaning of its newer, higher life. He exhorts us to a 
new sociability, based upon the recognition of all of the facts 
of the world as they are, as if inevitably and therefore right- 
fully as they are, but not rightfully ever to continue as they 
are. It takes all sorts to make the world, and those sorts 
must be recognized as found, or they can never be reformed 
into the elements which shall compose the better world. 
Thus the Universal Philosophy isintegral. It only has a 
scheme of things and a spirit that recognizes the sociability 
of all things, and makes all appear and feel at home. In its 
analysis it goes down to the individual and recognizes every 
thought, feeling, and capacity as having rightful play ; in its 
synthesis it passes out and up from the individual and the 
now to the distant star worlds. Nay more, to the laws of 
those worlds, and the conception of the laws of abstract 
thought, independent even of space and time. 

Surely the man in whose Conception the universe is one 
ever freely making toward harmony and righteousness, is 
the one to admonish his friends to the recognition of a new 
sociability of worlds, systems, thoughts, feelings, lives, and 
aspirations. He has found a universe which is large enough 
for all, for of it all are needful parts. 

Here, then, in this evening’s group, let us not regret our 
differences, but see in them the elements of a higher, richer, 
because a more multifarious unity. Even in our social con- 
tact let not the differences be expressiv of more than a desire 
to find our Corresponding elements of sympathy and co- 
operation. Such contact on the broader sphere to which the 
harmonial philosopher invites us, means a new place of social 
life. In our present state of society repression is the basis of 
society. Even in parlor meetings like these there must be no 
free nor high conversation. Only afew words of gossip or 
weather talk are admissible in ‘‘ good society." To go be- 
yond these would be as much out of place as the omission of 
the regulation evening dress. So men and women are con- 
cealed from each other effectually. Civilization is dwarfed and 
its higher evolutionbecomes impossible. "This, perhaps, is all 
right enough as a fact, and a necessity of the older stage of 
social authoritarianism, but the newer life means that all as- 
piration isto be set free so as to learn its true sphere and 
inevitable limitations. There are those now,says our great 
friend this evening, to whom such a new sociability should be 
possible. He has paid to us the immense compliment of sup- 
posing that we may be of them. "The individual is his unit, 
the whole family of the nations and peoples are his ultimate. 
The sociability of allis his ideal under the great laws of hu- 
manity and coóperation which his philosophy expounds. 
Yet the highest begins with the unit. Can its complete ex- 
istence be secured, with healthy play of all its faculties? The 
great result of the harmony of all will be also secured by 
natural and artificial selection of the best. From such 
recognition and sympathy come new hope, courage, and en- 
deavor, with higher and ever-increasing virtue and happi- 
ness. That such sociability may commence with us this 
evening is doubtless his wish, and that it may hav some time 
to begin my words may very properly end. 


Remarks were also made by Hon. W. S. Andrews, 
Dr. Dwinnell, and Dr. Atkinson, and letters were 


read from Mrs. Wallace Britton, Mr. Courtlandt 
Palmer, and Prof. J. H. Cook, of Kansas. fe 

At the close of the exercises, upon motion of Dr. 
Caleb 8. Weeks, a committee was appointed to visit 
Mr. Andrews at his home on Thirty-fourth street and 
convey the congratulations and cheer of all his friends 
represented. The committee consisted of Dr. Foote, 
Sr., Elder Evans, of the Shaker community, Mrs. 
A. C. Macdonald, and Mr. John Bently. The patient 
was found bright and cheery, and exceedingly thank- 
ful for this act of remembrance. He. begins his 
seventy-fifth year, if not fortified with good health, 
at least supported by the best wishes of all who hav 
enjoyed his acquaintance, and by the kindest offices 
of those by whom he is surrounded. While with ` 
most of us a birthday is but a milestone upon the 
journey toward the end, with this sage, working in 
advance of his day and generation, it is a step onward 
toward that recognition by the future which the pres- 
ent has in a measure denied him. It will not be 
strange if in time to come people gather together 
upon each recurring anniversary of his birth to cele- 
brate, perhaps in a language yet unspoken, the 
memory of this man whose restless brain turned and 
toiled for them while their own parents slept. 

— —— $$ 9————— —— 


The Liberal Club. 


The 405th regular meeting of the Manhattan Lib- 
eral Club left nothing to be desired. Exercises were 
well along when the man bearing upon his vest Mr. 
Wettstein's emblem of intellectual emancipation took 
his seat at the secretary’s table, and yanked his stylo- 
graphic pen into a condition of utility. The lecturer 
of the evening proved to be Augustus Levey, Esq., 
who had chosen “ The Iniquities of Modern Journal- 
ism” for his subject, and who at the period referred 
to was making an exhaustiv exposure of the methods 
of running à newspaper. 

Mr. Levey spoke of the press first as to its editorial 
management, and then as to its value as a gatherer 
of news, and condemned it in both these capacities. 
He had reduced his own newspaper reading to a 
minimum, and anyone who should follow him in such 
an experiment would be surprised upon finding how 
small that minimum might profitably be. The edi- 
torials of a daily paper, he held, did not express the 
convictions of the writer, but of the corporation. 
What we read in the papers as “financial news” is 
often written by some member of. the Merchants’ 
Exchange, who pays for it as an advertisment, and 
makes the investment profitable by blackmailing his 
rivals. Great displayed headings in a paper, Mr. 
Levey said, did not necessarily indicate that anything 
startling had occurred, but only that newspaper 
space was cheap. There is no conventional phrase 
more false, the speaker continued, than the one which 
refers to the daily journal as a history of the world . 
for a day. The fact is that the most important move- 
ments of the world are often entirely overlooked, and 
columns are devoted to something that may never 
hav happened at all. Paraphrasing Herbert Spencer, 
Mr. Levey said that the progress of newspaper lying 
was from the homogeneous to the heterogeneous. 
The redeeming members of the press were the musical 
critics, who were the only writers who appeared to 
hav been selected with regard to fitness for their po- 
sition. These men he held to be public educators, 
because by discussing their subject intelligently they 
arouse a dormant public to a c'ndition of musical 
receptivity. 

Mr. Levey’s address was a well-written and concise 
statement of his views on the question, and occupied 
little more than half an hour in its delivery. It was 
full of sharp points, and kept the large audience in a 
pleasant state of animation. At its close the chair- 
man invited any newspaper man in the house to come 
forward and show cause why he should not hav his 
neck wrung forthwith. Mr. Wakeman remarked 
casually that Taz Trura SEzkzn was to be found upon 
the table, and that its report of the last meeting of 
the Liberal Club was an adequate refutation of what 
the speaker had said about reporters. 

Robert Blissert, or Blizzard, attained the platform 
ahead of anyone else. This speaker passed first to a 
criticism of the lecture by Dr. Field to be delivered 
at the next meeting. He then produced a copy of 
Tur Truta Seeker containing a picture of an Irish 
cabin, the artistic accuracy of which he proceeded to 
criticise. It was his opinion that the man wot 
dhrowed that picture had contorchered the throoth. 
Here Mr. Blissert, or Blizzard, lost his temper, and 
broke into a copious flow of profanity and abuse of 
this paper. He seemed to think that the man with 
the badge-pin was responsible for the picture. If 
Mr. Watson Heston had known what trouble he was 
getting this writer into when he made that contribu- 
tion to the Irish question, it is doubtful if he ever 
would hav made it. Just as the speaker began to. 
Show symptoms of exploding, his time expired, 
and that disaster was happily averted. The audience 
called for the representativ of Tus Truru Seexer, and 
Blissert shouted his defiance at that individual, whom 
he unkindly referred to as an elephant. Mr. Wake- 
man assured the audience that the person in question 
could take care of himself. and asked that the dis- 
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cussion might be confined to the subject, whereupon 
"the audience applauded, and order was restored. The 
man with the badge-pin thought at the time that he 
would tell in his report what kind of a man this Blis- 
sert is, but to show how charitable it is possible for 
him to be, he will content himself with procuring a 
, handsaw at some other time, and sawing up the ob- 
: ject of wrath into small pieces. 

Dr. C. S. Weeks observed that newspapers were 
like soap—they were not good without some lie. 
The cartoon which had come so near proving fatal to 
Blissert was mischievous. only on account of its 
„truth, even admitting it to contain mischief. The 
good work which Tue Trura Srexer was doing far 
overbalanced the bad. : 

Mrs. Iliohan, of Albany, being present, was in- 
vited to the platform by the chairman. Mrs. Iliohan 
said that she always read with great interest the re- 
ports of the Liberal Club meetings. 'The newspaper 
was the great publie educator. By reading newspa- 
pers Mrs. Iliohan, who is from Holland, learned the 
English language. The English of the press was the 
English of the people. By reading the Monday 
morning papers containing reports of sermons, often 
‘from the same text, yet always differing, she learned 
that ministers were sometimes mistaken. She also 
got her knowledge of the laws of the country from 
the press. Thus the newspapers had worked out her 
salvation. i 

Lawyer Searing said that this had been a better 
lecture than he ever expected to hear. 

Madam Delescluze apologized for the editor by say- 
ing he must look out for his living, and that in this 
age of greed he sometimes lost sight of the truth in 
the pursuit of gain. 

Mr. Redpath, of the Worth American Review, said: 

There is no man for whom I hav a higher respect person- 
ally than for Mr. Levey, yet if he is proud of his profession I 
am proud of mine. If I had to liv my life over again I 
would be a journalist. The newspaper has always been the 
friend of the people, taking the place of the priest and the 
teacher. When I heard Mr. Levey, a lawyer, attacking the 
journalists, it reminded me of Satan rebuking sin. There 
never was a criminal so great that a lawyer could not be 
found to defend him. If we hav bad laws, who is to blame— 
the. journalists? No. Seven-tenths of our legislators are 
lawyers. What Mr. Levey has said is true of some papers 
and false of others. The parers of this country cannot be 
thrown together and judged as a body, for they are as diverse 
as the people. Ninety-nine out of a hundred of the state- 
ments that appear in a newspaper are true, except the adver- 
tisments, which are not written by the editor but by the 
merchants, who thank God that they are not as these wicked 
journalists are. Excepting further the congressional speeches, 

ut these are delivered by the lawyers, who also thank God 
that they are not as these wicked journalists are. As for the 
style of newspaper writing, it is plain and easily understood, 
and that is just the peculiarity of the work of the ablest and 
most distinguished writers. The poor or hasty writer uses long 
words; the able and careful writer employs the simplest 
language, to do which requires the best knowledge of a 
tongue. Iwas the originator of the custom of interviewing. 
The great critics of the interviewer are the clergy, yet they 
preach from a book which they claim is an interview with 
God. They say, ** And God said,” when the fact is that God 
never said anything of the kind and the clergy know it. And 
these gentlemen also thank heaven that they are not as the 
wicked newspaper men are. I hav spent my life among 
journalists, and hav never known amore honest, upright, or 
' conscientious body of men. The sins which hav been 
-attributed to them are not the sins of journalists ; they are the 
sins common to all humanity. 

Mr. Levey directed his closing remarks more espe- 
cially at the last speaker. He said it was more his 
misfortune than his fault that he was a lawyer, but 
that had nothing to do with the question. His state- 
ments would be none the less true if he were a pirate. 
There was no doubt that the journalists, were an 
honest and upright class of men; the trouble was 
that they did not allow any of their honesty and up- 
rightness to get into their papers. 

The program of the club for April is an attractiv 
one. It is as follows: April 2d, “The Six Laws of 
Art" (illustrated), by Dr. P. P. Field; 9th, “The 
Silver Questions,” by Van Buren Denslow; 16th, 
“Strikes: their Ethics and Objects,” by F. F. Cook ; 
23d, “The Historical Evolution of Liberty, and its 
Bearing upon Anarchy,” by Dyer D. Lum; 30th, 
* Around the World in Eighty Minutes.” Illustrated 
with stereopticon views, by Lillian Leland. 

If in perusing the foregoing account of the pro- 
ceedings at the 405th regular meeting of the Man- 
hattan Liberal Club the reader detects the presence 
of a feeling of sadness and longing that is not. akin to 
pain, and resembles sorrow only as the mist resem- 
bles rain, he may attribute its origin to the depress- 
ing influence of Mr. Blissert’s remarks. If it should 
ever become necessary to the peace and well-being of 
this community for that Frenchman from Cork to be 
gently but firmly sat upon, the writer of these lines 
will willingly conduct the obsequies of that solemn 
occasion. There is a vacant chair beside Professor 
George Vaughn, of Virginia, in which Mr. Blissert 
would be eminently ornamental. 

_— oo HO —— ————— 
_ Trp two articles, ‘Examination of Church History” and 
“ Christ a8 a Teacher of Hate,” promised for this number, 
. are necessarily crowded out. Both will be concluded next 
week. The series of articles by McArthur hav attracted con- 
siderable merited attention, and form one of the most effectiv 
contributions to church literature that hav. been printed of 
late years. The other article is by J. H. Burnham. 
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News and Notes. 


I was quite pleased when I stepped upon the plat- 
form at Danville, IN., to meet Mr. J. M. McKinney, 
of Pilot, Ill, on his way from a distance of about 
thirty miles to my lecture at Ridge Farm. Mr. 
McKinney js one of our pioneers in eastern Illinois. 
Through his efforts Mr. Remsburg gave a lecture at 
Pilot which quite. stirred up that rural community. 
One of the results of this affair was the dismissal of 
My. McKinney’s son as teacher in the public schools 
simply on account of his Infidelity. This is a speci- 
men of what the church is doing all over the country 
wherever it has the opportunity. Its petty persecu- 
tions are innumerable, and are severely felt in our 
smaller communities. 

Within three miles of Mr. McKinney is the famous 
Crazy Family, consisting of a mother, daughter, and 
two sons. They are well to do and hav always been 
respected, but religion got hold of them like a whirl- 
wind, and reason went by the board. The daughter 
thinks that she is the mother of God ; the sons think 
that, like Jesus Christ, they can cure disease. They 
are quite handy with the revolver, and hav a way of 
pointing it at the heads of passers-by and compelling 
them to take a certain course through hedges and 
ditches if need be. This is a very forcible kind of ex- 
hortation, and for the time being is very persuasiv. 
The sons hav been put in the asylum. Of course 
friend Appleton will protest against this. The gov- 
Has not one a right to 
use his own revolver as he will, especially when he is 
animated by a religious conviction? 

I had a good audience at Ridge Farm. There is 
quite a Liberal element here among the business 
men and farmers. Mr. J. L. Brown, E. A. Brady, J. 
C. Pierce, Dr. Sulzer, Mr. Dicken, and others are 
quite interested in the Freethought movement. It 
is proposed on my return trip to hold a county con- 
vention-at Danville, and no doubt there would bea 
large attendance. Only twenty miles from here is 
Paris, well-known as the birthplace of Taz Trora 
Seeker. Remsburg lectures there in a few weeks, 
and Liberals from a distance are making ready to go. 

Chicago is like a woman; when she is ugly she is 
fearfully ugly. Her tears are by no means April 
tears, glittering with jewels; but they are mountains 
of mud. It rained and snowed all day Saturday, and 
when I got to the Garden City the heavens were 
black, and the sidewalks more so, and the streets 
simply indescribable—a melancholy aspect indeed. 
But how could I hav a particle of discouragement 
when the moment I landed I met the genial face of 
that unconquerable Liberal, E. A. Stevens? So I 
cared no more for the storm, but knew that somehow 
things would be right in spite of the clerk of the 
weather, who had taken on such an orthodox fit. 
It rained and snowed throughout Sunday, but 
spite of all there was a good attendance in the 
afternoon, and nearly a full house in the evening, 
and the meetings were very interesting, for after 
the lectures President Orchardson and Mr. Stevens, 
and General Trumbull took part in the debate. 
Especially able was General Trumbull’s address, and 
he gave the “two Sams” a most searching analysis, 
and with them the popular Christianity of to-day 
which must resort to such means in order to make 
any impression upon the community. 

The Chicago.Secular Union met this Sunday m 
their new hall, a beautiful and convenient one, and I 
was glad to dedicate it to “ The Glory of Infidelity.” 
This union is going on to success. Mr. Stevens 
knows no such word as fail. Mrs. Freeman is not 
only eloquent, but, with a woman’s enthusiasm, does 
the needed work. Professor Orchardson, General 
Trumbull, Thomas Galpin, Frank Smead, Chas. A. 
Frankel, and Mr. Reickweld, who has just joined, and 
others, make a company that will allow of no retreat. 
Our colors will be kept a-flying in this great metrop- 
olis. 

I wanted to stop longer and become more ac- 
quainted, but had to hurry on to new fields. Here I 
am at Rochelle in the elegant home of Otto Wett- 
stein, and a very pleasant time am I having. thougt. 
in a few hours I must speed away again. I lectured 
here on Monday and Tuesday evenings, and the Town 
Hall was full at both meetings with people, the ma- 
jority of whom had never heard a Liberal discourse. 
There are as yet only a few declared Liberals in this 
place. Some liv on farms several miles from the vil- 
lage, and those who know the depths of Illinois mud 
will not wonder they could not be with us as we 
hoped. However, we had by railway some Liberal 
friends from Creston, six miles distant, and from 


Foreston, thirty miles distant. No doubt these meet- 
ings will hav good effect. Those present seemed to 
be thoroughly interested in the ideas advanced. 

Only a few miles from here is where I labored for 
three years in the orthodox pulpit and built a church. 
This was sixteen years ago, when I didn’t know quite 
as much as I do now—although I thought I Imew it 
all, for hadn’t I been three years to a theological 
seminary? I was quite enthusiastic in those days. 
I preached in the morning at De Kalb, then walked 
six miles on the railroad ties to Malta, and preached 
in the afternoon, and then walked back again to De 
Kalb. . I don't think I shall do that any more. How- 
ever, the physical exercise was good, whatever might 
hav been the mental exercise. I presume that twelve- 
mile walk helped to giv me backbone enough to be 
an Infidel. If I had been rich enough to ride in a 
carriage I might hav been orthodox still. 

All readers of Tut Trura Seeger know Otto Wett- 
stein. He is one of our best thinkers and most vig- 
orous writers, and he has a future still before him. 
I had an idea I should meet a gray veteran of the 
cause, but instead I met a young man, capable of 
doing great things yet in the cause of freedom with 
his clear brain and forcible language. He is enthu- 
siastic, and is ready to work and spend money gen- 
erously for the advancement of Liberalism. For years 
he has been an outspoken Freethinker when there 
were scarcely any to stand by his side. It is remark- 
able that he has been enabled to do so much in the 
world of thought when from his youth up he has been 
so immersed in business and has not had that leisure 
which every thinker so ardently desires. Mr. Wett- 
stein’s advertisments are in our Liberal papers, and I 
can heartily say that he is worthy of confidence.. He 
is capable and honorable. Mr. Wettstein has shown 
me his improved design of the Freethought Badge- 
pin, and it is quite attractiv. As the combat deepens 
and we need to know one another better, it is well to 
hav this significant emblem of our thought and the 
future for which we labor. 

Mrs. Wettstein is also a Liberal of the working 
order. A few more such women, and theology would 
hav no chance. She had the good fortune to hav a 
Freethinking father, and so she was born in liberty. 
This is & pleasant home, indeed, with wife and chil- 
dren, and shows the beautiful results in life of absolute 
Freethought. These Liberals hav the respect of all, 
because with true manliness and true womanliness 
they never flinch from the plain yet courteous ex- 
pression of their individual convictions. 

I shall hav most delightful memories of my sojourn 
here. All, so far, has been most encouraging. West- 
ward still, with the music of spring in the air. 

The following is my lecture route so far as ar- 
ranged. Applications for lectures may be sent 
accordingly, allowing ample time for the letters to 
reach places named by the date given. Letters on 
Union business and contributions to Campaign Fund 
should be sent to New York as usual. . 

LECTURES IN NEBRASKA. 

Stanton, April 1st and 2d; Seward, Apri] 3d, 4th, 
and 5th; Plum Creek, April 7th and 8th; North 
Platte, April 9th and 10th. 

LECTURES IN WYOMING. 
Laramie City, April 11th ; Rock Spring, April 12th. 
LECTURES IN UTAH. 

Wanship, April 14th; Park City, 15th; Heber, 
16th; Kansas, 17th; Peoa, 18th; Coalville, 19th ; 
Morgan, 20th ; Ogden, 21st; Farmington, 22d; Park 
City, 24th; Salt Lake City, 25th; Hooper, 26th; 
Uintah, 27th ; Deweyville, 28th; Logan, 29th and 
30th; Ogden, MAY 2d; Kaysville, 3d; Tovele, 5th; 
Stockton, 6th ; Hast Bountiful, 8th; Salt Lake City, 
9th; Lehi, 10th; Provo, 11th; Springville, 12th ; 
Payson, 18th and 16th; Goshen, 15th; Mount 
Pleasant, 18th; Ephraim, 19th; Spring City, 20th ; 
Fillmore, 23d and 26th ; Kanosh, 24th ; Corn Creek, 
25th. 

Other places and dates will be given as arranged. 

Samvet P. Pornam. 

Rochelle, TU, March 24, 1886. 

—9-9— 
Pharisaical Preachers. 
From the Sunday Mercury. - 

While the Museums of Art and of Natural History, and 
libraries are kept closcd in this city on Sundays, and the 
Puritans of the pulpit are still usclessly inveighing against 
the Sunday newspapers, the British House of Lords hav voted 
to open all national collections of art and history on Sundays 
as on week-days. The Commons cannot be less liberal than 
the Lords. The archbishop of Canterbury and the bishops 
under him of course opposed such progress, but they are 
powerless to stop it. So the working people of London and 
elsewhere will soon be relieved from the Blue Laws which 


make Sunday a day of gloom instcad of a day of recreation 
and jubilation. The bill now before our legislature, setting 
aside twenty thousand dollars per annum to keep the mu- 
seums in Central Park open on Sundays, ought to be amended 
so as to include the Museum of Natural History in Manhattan 
Park, aud passed immediately. A number of ecclesiastics 
hav written to the legislature in opposition to the bill. It 
perhaps never occurred to them that museums are educators 
and most elevating in all their tendencies. Their master loved 
the hard-working poor people, and would never hav denied. 
them innocent enjoyment on the only day they can hav it. 
The crusade against the rights and liberties of the working- 
people is as cruel and unchristian as it is unrepublican and - 
pharisaical, f 
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(Continued from page 911.) 
our fire department. The religion of the minority 
is too expensive! Certainly, this is separation of 
church and state with a vengeance! 

How itis done, open this report at random. Take 
for a sample the Twentieth and Nineteenth wards of 
New York city. The exemptions soon roll up into 
the millions as you draw your finger down the 
page; thus: i 

Property of Young Men’s Christian Association $600,000 

Fourth Avenue Presbyterian church............. . 800,000 

Calvary church................eeeeee . 800,000 

St. George's church... 800,000 

Society of Friends..... 500,000 


Presbyterian church.................... 200,000 
Young Women's Christian Associat 200,000 
College of St. Francis Xavier... 550,000 
Episcopal church... 100,000 
Jewish synagogue.. 275,000 
Holy Trinity church 130,000 
Free Academy....... 200,000 
Trinity chapel and school. 275,000 
In the Nineteenth ward we strike: 
Roman Catholic cathedral........................... $2,000,000 
St. Luke’s Hospital........-..cceccsseceseeseeeeeeees - . 120,000 
Lenox Library (free ?)...... see 750,000 
Orphan Asylum..........cccccceeeeeeee re 1,200,000 
St. Bartholomew church........................... . 850,000 
Columbia College.............. cen 750,000 
German Hospital................. Sane wocteucenvstsoee 300,000 
Holy Trinity Dispensary......:.......... eee . 40,000 
Mount Sinai Hospital............... EEs Nereis 276,000 
St. Vincent Ferrers church, etc................... 300,000 
Hebrew Synagogue. .......... eene 200,000 
Woman's Hospital..........sccssccssecsesseeseseeesees 450,000 
Hospital for the Ruptured... Vewledsesecsacasteesoses 160,000 
' Colored Home and Ásylum......................... 200,000 
And so we might go on page after page. In this 


way, throughout the wards of our city, the rollof 
exemption goes on until seventy-six millions and 
over are rolled up, with the annual tax of three millions 
as the result. 

In a similar way, though doubtless in a smaller 
ratio, the returns from the local assessors of the 
state will foot up an enormous amount. The prop- 
erty actually in use by churches in this state and 
exempted will amount to $150,000,000, while the in- 
stitutions and cemeteries under their practical influ- 
ence and control will doubtless more than double 
that amount. 

Now, this abuse is one of constant and enormous 
growth, ever increasing with the rise of property. It 
is, in a word, an enormous real estate speculation, in 
which the fortunate owners are the only speculators 
exempted from the often crushing drawbacks of 
taxes and assessments. They can mortgage without 
tax to friends, and so have the value of the property 
in hand, and yet, by holding the title as a church or 
church institution, it is all exempted. This exempted 
property grows in value, therefore, by every assess- 
ment and tax paid in the neighborhood, until its 
annual increase of value amounts to millions. Pres- 
ident Grant was fully justified, in this. view of the 
case, when he said that this abuse must be stopped, 
or confiseation or revolütion would inevitably result. 
His admonition in these words is one of the most 
striking he ever uttered. He said: 

In connection with this important question, I would also 
call your attention to the importance of correcting an evil, 
that, if permitted to continue, will probably lead to great 
trouble in our land before the close of the nineteenth century. 
It is the acquisition of vast amounts of untaxed church prop- 
erty. In 1850, I believe, the church property of the. United 
States, which paid no tax, municipal or state, amounted to 
$87,000,000. In 1860 the amount had doubled. In 1870 it 
was $354,483,587. By 1900, without a check, it is safe to say, 
this property will reach a sum exceeding $3,000,000,000. So 
vast a sum, receiving all the protection and benefits of gov- 
ernment, without bearing its proportion of the burdens and 
expenses of the same, will not be looked upon acquiescently 
by those who have to pay the taxes. Ina growing country, 
where real estate enhances so rapidly with time as in the 
United States, there is scarcely 8 limit to the wealth that may 
be acquired by corporations, religious or otherwise, if al- 
lowed to retain real estate without taxation. The contem- 
plation of so vast a property as here alluded to, without 
taxation, may lead to sequestration without constitutional 
authority, and through blood. I would suggest the taxation. 
of all property equally (Grant’s Message, 1875). 

President Garfield put on record a similar voice of 
warning. In Congress, June 22, 1874, he said: 

The divorce between church and state ought to be abso- 
lute. It ought to be so absolute that no church property any- 
where, in any state, or in the nation, should be exempt from 
equal taxation; for if you exempt the property of any church 
organization, to that extent you impose a tax upon the whole 
community. ` 

Such expressions from statesmen, jurists, and even 
clergymen could easily be collected to fill a volume. 
The voice of the Democratic party, in its convention 
is noteworthy. At the national convention in 1876 
the Democratic party declared in favor of “education 
and schools without largesses from the treasury to 
any,” also “ the separation of church and state for the 
good of each; and common schools should be fos- 
tered and protected." In 1880 that party repeated 
its declaration in substance. In 1884, when Cleve- 
land was nominated, the party declared in favor of 
“the separation of church and state and the diffusion 
of free education by common schools, so that every 
child in the land may be taught the rights and duties 
of citizenship.” 

But the Republican party is equally clear. Com- 
pare the following statements of this great political 
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party: The Republican party in national convention 
in 1876 declares in favor of “an amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States forbidding the 
application of any public funds or property for the 
benefit of any schools or institutions under sectarian 
control.” The Republican Convention of 1880 re- 
peats in Plank 4 the above declaration “to forbid to 
the legislature of each state the appropriation of pub- 
lic funds to the support of sectarian schools.” In 
1884 this party “renews” its allegiance to these gen- 
eral principles. 

Time does not permit further quotations nor are 
they needful. There is not, there cannot be, any 
question but that this enormous, but underhanded, 
taxation is unjust to those who are not church-mem- 
bers, and a direct violation of the principle of sepa- 
ration of church and state which is fundamental in 
our country and upon which our liberties depend. 

Tas CHarrman or THE Committee (Hon. George 
Z. Erwin, of St. Lawrence Co.): Allow me to ask you, 
Mr. Wakeman, has not the practice of exempting 
such property as you refer to prevailed since the 
settlement of our country in every state? if not, what 
states hav abolished the exemption ? 

Mr. Waxeman: Certainly the custom is an old one; 
it has come down to us from time immemorial when 
there was a complete union of church and state. The 
states which have abolished the custom are California 
and (partially) New Hampshire, and I believe some 
of the territories, Washington Territory for one. In 
other states the matter is in process of agitation 
with every prospect of an early change in favor of 
impartial taxation. For— 

This change is being made necessary by the other 
changes to which I have just referred: (1) the enor- 
mous increase of the exemptions and of their value; 
(2) the enormous increase of non-church-members ; 
(8) the necessity of separation of church and state, 
in order to preserve liberty; and (4) the consequent 
assumption by the state of functions which the church 
used to perform before our Revolution. 

From the time of Henry VIII. down, the church, 
and finally the churches, took charge of the most im- 
portant functions of the government. It was the 
source of education, charities, and all decent burial. 
No one could be born, educated, medicated, married, 
or buried without the church. In the church the 
people lived, and moved, and had their being—such 
as it was. But all that is changed. now. More and 
more the state, or private or corporate enterprise, 
performs these functions. Notice our grand system 
of public schools which should be and must be ex- 
tended. Notice our grand public and private char- 
ities. Notice the great cemeteries, which are cities of 
the dead, gradually passing beyond the church and its 
control. 

Now that the churches have ceased to perform their 
old public functions, they should cease to receive 
public pay. Certainly nothing can be more just. 
The state is being compelled to take up these old 
church functions more and more every year. The 
state must do this or submit to a practical reunion 
with the church, as it has now largely done in the 
city of New York. Unless this course of union with 
the church is to be pursued to its fatal end, the time 
to prevent the further abuse of exempting church 
property has certainly come. There can never be a 
better, safer, or more convenient time to begin to 
abolish these exemptions than now—before the 
amount becomes so large that, as President Grant 
says, only revolution can furnish the remedy. 

Now, secondly, let us advert for a moment to the 
excuses for exemption. f 

1. It is said that the churches and their institu- 
tions do perform their old functions to some extent, 
and therefore they should be paid for them. We 
answer, certainly they should be paid, but only by 
those who receive the benefits, or who wish to con- 
tribute for them. 

Our state, which is separated from the church, has 
no right or justice in forcibly taking and giving to 
the churches the money of those who object to these 
church functions, and who do not receive them, nor 
wish to contribute to them. 

The time was that the church and state were one. 
Everybody was born into the church, and lived and 
died there. Now the state is the church to the 
masses of the people, who hav separated it from the 
church, and support it by their taxes, and in which 
they are represented. Not one-third of the people 
go to the churches, or are represented there, or have 
anything to do with them. Why should they be 
compelled to pay this enormous tax without repre- 
sentation, and often for purposes which they abhor? 
They say that the Dark Ages were the church ages; 
that the more barbarous and retrograde countries of 
Europe and America are now those most under 
church domination ; that in the city of New York 
the majority of the criminals and paupers are of the 
church which receives the larger portion of this en- 
forced contribution to our “ecclesiastical depart- 
ment,” and which can boast of its millions of dollars, 
and its millions of paupers. 

But further, many of the non-church people be- 
lieve that many of the church doctrines and practices 


are inherently immoral; that, however it might have 
been in the past, the present light of science has 
shown them to be unproved and detrimental to the 
public welfare in the present age. They therefore 
have conscientious convictions against furnishing 
further means to teach, for instance, the doctrines of ` 
total depravity, hell, the fall of man, the atonement, : 
forgiveness of sins by prayer, the absolution by pen- 
ance, the practice of circumcision, baptism, the infal- 
libility of pope or church or bible or revelator. 
Now, it is to them an outrage, in a state separated 
from the church, to be compelled to pay for the 
teaching and support of. such dogmas and practices. 
Let those who believe in such traditions support 
them. But let no law compel others to support 
a religious belief abhorrent to their inmost convic- 
tions of truth or right or duty or the public welfare. 


2. Butitis said the moral influence of the churches 
pervades the whole social atmosphere; their educa- 
tion and charities and burial privileges are free to all; 
therefore, all should pay for them. 

The facts are otherwise. What moral influences 
there may be from church schools, dogmas, and influ- 
ences are limited to their own believers, and as to 
them the statistics prove they are sadly defective. 
Mr. Dexter A. Hawkins proves by the figures that 
those children trained in the parochial schools in New 
York are more than three times as likely to get into 
jail as the children trained in the free public schools. 
And as we have before remarked, the largest church 


‘shows by the figures to be the most prolific mother 


of criminals. 

But their colleges and schools are sectarian, and 
open only to their own sectaries or to those wealthy 
enough to pay for them. It is a shame that while 
the common school system cannot give the rudiments 
of learning to thousands for want of means, we are: 
by exemption paying millions to wealthy sectarian 
colleges like Trinity and Columbia and the Uni- 
versity. Our city cannot now, owing to the limita- 
tions of our state constitution, raise more money, not 
even to open evening schools sadly needed. Let 
there be no more exemption of sectarian colleges until 
the whole people are taught to read and write! ` 

Nor are the church charities and burial-grounds 
open to the people. They are open only to their 
own sects, unless they are amply paid by the city or 
by the applicant for all they give or do. Such are 
their hospitals and asylums and protectories. Yet 
for taking care chiefly of their own vagrants, poor, ` 
sick, and infirm the city gave to such institutions last 
year (1885) in actual cash, as appears on this tax-bill, 
the enormous sum of $1,108,057.51, besides the ex- 
emptions aforesaid. Certainly ignorance, poverty, 
sickness, and misery are good things for a church! 
They are the chief sources to derive its public rev- 
enue from.. Why should it stop the supply of its ` 
delinquents? 

Às to burial privileges, the churches only grant 
them to their own menibers who are qualified for 
“consecrated ground," while cemetery companies 
open “cities of the dead" as real estate speculations. 
Such grounds are the sourees of enormous revenues ^ 
to their church or other owners. As graveyards they 
should be declared inviolable, but they should pay 
taxes like similar property, or the custody and con- 
trol of such property should pass to the county or 
state and be under public co;.trol. The churches 
should not have the power, afte: a century of exemp- 
tion, of selling out their graveyards as real estate 
speculations, as they have done in the lower part of 
New York. When they ceased to be used or kept as 
graveyards, they in equity belonged to the city which 
had given them and made every cent of their value. 

3. But it is said the state institutions are wholly 
unable and insufficient to teach morals, educate the 
people, care for the sick, and bury the dead. We 
answer, if this is so, let the state institutions be en- 
larged and extended until they can do these things as 
far as the necessities of the public welfare may 
require. Let the rudiments of morals, óf civil and 
criminal law, and of polities and government, be 
taught in all our schools from the lowest department . 
to the highest. The churches do not do that. Let 
the public school system be extended so that it may 
not be said to our shame that there are over 200,000 ` 
people.in the Empire State who cannot read nor 
write. Let the hospitals and asylums and work-farms 
of the people be extended until those who need care 
can be cared for. Let the dead—if not cremated— 
be buried by the state, county, town, or city in some- 
thing other than the “ Potters Field,” unless, per- 
chance, they can pay a large sum to a priest or a 
great cemetery corporation. Let the people, in a 
word, learn to take care of themselves either through 
publie or private means. 

4. But finally it is said, How can our publie insti- 
tutions get the means to do these things? Are not 
our taxes too high now? Can we trust our politicians 
with more money? i l 

We answer that there would be money enough to 
do all of these things if taxation was only just and 
impartial. Take the sum of $3,000,000 and over, 
which our city expends on these churches and church 
institutions, and expend it for the public, in addi- 
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tion to. what is already expended, for. educational 


:. and charitable purposes, and the difficulty would be 


: solved without further taxation, and at once. How 
could our day and night schools then be increased! 
Our hospitals and asylums enlarged! Our cemeteries 
be opened to the public! Nor is there any reason 
to believe that our Secular and public teachers or ad- 
ministrators of charity would be less expensive than 
our ecclesiastical. What do we get now for this 
$3,000,000? A few sectarian Sick and poor taken 
care of under sectarian influences. No administra- 

^tion of charity could be more ruinously expensive 
than this. Many is the contractor who would take 
this $3,000,000, and have a large profit after lodging 
every pauper or patient it. now cares for, on beds of 
down, and feeding them on luxuries from plates of 
gold! 

Thus finally, we see that the very arguments alleged 
in favor of this method of indirect performance of 
publierequirements, by farming them out to churches, 
and then paying for them by the indirect taxations of 
exemptions and subsidies, are all wholly fallacious, 
and lead to the opposite conclusion. It is found to 
be grossly unjust to the mass’ of the people; partial 
and sectarian in its application ; insufficient in vol- 
ume, and ruinously expensive. i 

One consideration more is not to be lost sight of. 
It is founding within our secular republic an im- 
perium in imperio; a power greater than the 
republic and independent of it. Finally, here, as 
lately in Italy and Mexico, and now in Utah, the 
question will have to be tried out which is the real 
government of the people, the republic or the church. 
By exempting the churches we cut them loose from 
any part and lot in responsibility for our public wel- 
fare, and make them a foreign element, and when- 

- ever their interest may be adverse to our schools, our 
laws, our public interests, we shall find too late that 
we have spent our millions to rear up in our midst a 
deadly foe to our republic and its institutions. 

. These considerations are so clear and overwhelm- 
- ing that it seems strange that this practice of exemp- 
tion has been allowed to go on increasing from year 
to year. But the real difficulty has been perhaps not 

- want of courage on the part of legislators to meet it, 
but the want of some practical device whereby the 
shock and change to the public and to vested inter- 

 ests, incident to the change, might be avoided. 
Happily, by the plan embodied in the present bill, 
which we owe to the Constitution Club of Brooklyn, 
all bad consequences of the new measure may be 
reduced to a minimum. By this plan one-tenth of 
the exemption is dropped every year, ‘so that the 
church institutions and the public institutions may 
easily meet their new requirements, until, in the 
tenth year, the government of the people, for, and by 
the people, may be realized by the complete separa- 

. tion of church and state. Thus, by a gradually in- 
creasing grade of impartial taxation, we shall finally 
and safely reach the position which both justice and 
safety require us to take. We pray you to begin 
without further delay this easy but rising grade to 
the Temple of Justice. 


Mr. Wakeman was followed by. Gilbert R. Hawes, 
Esq., on behalf of the liberal Christians who believe 
that churches, like other corporations, should bear 
-their share of public burdens. Mr. Hawes addressed 
the Committee as follows: : 


ADDRESS OF GILBERT R. HAWES, ESQ. 


Mr. Cuatrman: I appear before your committee for 
the purpose of advocating the bill now under dis- 
cussion. The parties whom I represent are the in- 
teligent and liberal Christians and church-goers of 
to-day who are sufficiently broad in their views as 
individuals, and public-spirited as citizens, to appre- 
ciate the great blessings which will result from a re- 
pealof the present law exempting church property 
from state taxation. 

This important question cannot be approached in 
any narrow spirit of bigotry or blind partisanship. It 
is neither political nor sectarian, and must be discussed 
solely upon its merits, in order that we may reach a 
proper conclusion as to what course is best for the 
publie welfare, which, after all, is of greater impor- 
tance than the buildiug up or tearing down of any 
particular creed or sect. 

My argument must necessarily be brief, and what 
I have to say naturally divides itself into three heads: 

1. Justice to the state. 

2. Justice to rival churches. 

8. Self-preservation. . 

1. Justice to the state requires that every religious 
corporation or society owning real estate should 
bear its proportionate share or quota of taxation. 
Otherwise this burden must be distributed among 
and assumed by the general taxpayers. The only 
logical or legal reason or excuse for granting this ex- 
emption would be some benefit extended by the 
church to the state in return, as a consideration 
therefor. But in this country we have no such 
hybrid combination as “ church and state.” Each is 
useful in its own sphere, while yet mdependent each 
of the other. No particular religion is recognized, 
because all are recognized. Consequently, there can 


be no such institution as “the church.” We have 
very many church organizations, none of which can 
in any way influence or affect the solidarity of the 
state or the autonomy of the state government. In 
other words, under the wise provisions of the 
Constitution, as framed and adopted by the patriotic 
statesmen of the Revolutionary period, the state inno 
way derives any rights, benefits, or powers from the 
church, and therefore the state is under no obligation 
to grant special privileges where there can.be no: re- 
turn. This is a government “of the people, for the 
people, by the people,” and our only safety lies in a 
stern determination to allow no infringement or im- 
pairment of the people’s prerogatives. 

To properly sustain the government, taxation must 
be evenly distributed. No exemption should be 
allowed unless it be ina matter of public necessity. 
The very indirect and indefinite benefit to the state, 
as claimed, in the improvement of the morals of the 
community, thereby lessening poverty and crime, is 
not a sufficient reason for granting exemption from 
taxation for all the property acquired by the various 
churches, whether used by them for religious pur- 
poses or not. For very many years the churches have 
enjoyed this immunity. Having received so valu- 
able a franchise from the state, it is only just and 
right that hereafter they shall be asked to contribute 
to the support of that government which protects 
them in their rights. l 

2. I have already shown that the state recognizes 
no particular church or sect. All should be treated 
alike, and have equal opportunities of prosecuting 
the work of securing converts, increasing their num- 
bers, and filling their coffers. But it is unjust to 
rival churches that particular church corporations 
and societies should be permitted special privileges, 
thereby not only diminishing the rights of the citizen, 
but creating discriminations which are neither wise 
nor fair. 

For example, why should Trinity church corpora- 
tion (to the positive detriment of the poorer and 
weaker churches of the Episcopalian denomination) 
monopolize to herself so much valuable land in the 
city of New York, on which are erected not church 
edifices, but tenement houses and office buildings ? 
There is the Trinity building, 115 Broadway, and the 
old cemetery property in the Ninth ward, valued at 
many hundred thousand dollars, on which not one cent 
of taxation is paid into the state or city treasury. This 
not only removes so much property from the tax list, 
but gives Trinity an unfair advantage in the bitter 
fight which is being waged by all denominations at 
the present time for “ the survival of the fittest.” 

Time does not permit me to more than refer to a 
few other glaring instances of this partiality and 
favoritism on the part of the state to some rich and 
powerful church corporations who can wield quite as 
much influence as any railroad corporation. 

Grace church has been able for many years to pre- 
vent Eleventh street from being cut through from 
Broadway to Fourth avenue, in the city of New York, 
simply because the parsonage stood in the way. 

But this line of conduct is not confined to any 
particular sect. In the upper part of the city on the 
west side, Bloomingdale Asylum, controlled by Prot- 
estants, and the Convent of the Sacred Heart, con- 
trolled by Roman Catholics, have been able to prevent 
the opening up of streets necessary for public pur- 
poses and demanded by the citizens generally, and at 
the same time have escaped taxation on the large 
tracts of land and buildings owned by them. 

This fairly represents the state of affairs as it ex- 
ists to-day. It is unnecessary for me to quote any 
figures, as the speakers preceding me have fully pre- 
sented the matter from the statistical point of view. 
Suffice it to say that in the state of New York real 
property to the value of many millions is allowed to 
remain exempt from taxation. This property is held 
for the most part by a few wealthy and power- 
ful churches. As has already been shown, this 
operates as an injustice to the state, imposes a pro- 
portionately heavier burden on the taxpayer, and 
practically grants special privileges to the few at the 
expense of the many. Shorn of these special privi- 
leges, all would stand on equal footing, as it should be. 

3. Self-preservation is the first law of nature. 
Some of the wisest and most far-sighted men in the 
churches of to-day begin to perceive that in many in- 
stances there has been reckless extravagance in the 
management of their business concerns; that look- 
ing after large estates does not harmonize well with 
the religious duty of “saving souls,” and that the 
attempt to amass great wealth, and build magnificent 
and costly edifices, is not altogether consistent with 
the teachings of the lowly Nazarene who advised his 
followers to “lay up treasures in heaven,” and whose 
gospel was to be taught and heard “without money 
and without price.” But now everything religious 
must be regulated by the edicts of fashion. This 
means increase of ‘expense in all directions, and 
corresponding risk. We have only to study the sad 
history of the Methodist Book Concern for proof of 
this. Many of our missionary and other societies pay 
large salaries to their presidents, secretaries, and 
other officers, provide for them elegant and sumpt- 


uous offices, and then “save at the spiggot” by paying 
the poor missionary among the savages and heathen, 
doing the actual work, such a miserable pittance by 
way of “salary” that he is half starved. Consequently 
every now and then an appeal goes forth, and a “mis- 
sionary box or barrel" is made up by contributions 
from the good people who have already paid their 
money to the church, and been taxed by the state to 
make up for the exemption enjoyed by this same mis- 
sionary or charitable organization, which still begs for 
alms, and, like Oliver Twist in always, “asking for 
more.” “Ne sutor ultra crepidam”—“Ye cannot 
serve God and Mammon.” In order that the church 
should preserve its vitality and retain its influence on 
the masses of the people, all business speculations, and 
like enterprises, must be abandoned. I read from 
the New York 7ribune of to-day: 

Two important Protestant Episcopal church corporations 
are making arrangements to move their church buildings 
further up-town and away from the scenes of business and 
traffic which have invaded their present neighborboods. 
These are the Christ church, of which the Rev. Dr. Jacob S. 
Shipman is the rector, and the Church of the Holy Trinity, 
whose rector is the Rev. Dr. Wilbur F. Watkins. Christ 
church is at Thirty-fifth street and Fifth avenue, and all 
around it are stores and boarding-houses. ‘‘ Our people havc 
been disposed to movè for several years,” said Dr. Shipman, 
yesterday. ‘‘ This neighborhood is losing most of the mem- 
bers of the parish. It is being filled up with places of busi- 
ness, and many of the elegant dwellings you see about you 
are little else than boarding-houses. So we are going to 
move elsewhere, if we can possiby sell our present property. 
We are asking $300,000 for it—not, I think, an exorbitant 
figure. There are 64 feet in Fifth avenue and 125 feet in 
Thirty-fifth street. That makes a big lot, and the building 
could be converted for a great many useful purposes. Some 
friends of the church, whose names I do not care to mention, 
have bought eight large. lots on the Boulevard at Seventy- 
first street, and are reserving them for the corporation. This 
is simply a private matter of their own, though the church 
understands and appreciates it, and expects incase it can 
effect a sale of this property to take their very moderate offer 
and build a plain, substantial structure on the Boulevard cor- 
ner. 

This, again, shows that our churches desire to be 
located not where they may do the most good, as 
among “boarding - houses,” but where it is more 
fashionable and aristocratic. 

We hear on all sides lamentations over the deca- 
dence of religious faith and the constant falling-off in 
attendance on places of worship. ‘here seems to be 
but one remedy—let each church stand alone, with- 
out depending on the arm of the state, or any support 
other than the free and voluntary offerings of its 


members. Let it eschew all business other than that 
belonging to its special work and functions. If it 
does desire to accumulate wealth rather than 


“sell all and give it to the poor," let the church 
be put on the same basis as other business enter- 
prises, and taxed accordingly. This would perhaps 
rouse the church to a sense of how far it has strayed 
from the original purposes and objects for which it 
was organized. It would at least be productive of 
good in teaching care and prudence and inculcating 
proper business methods. It would relieve the over- 
burdened tax-payer and elevate the church to that 
position where its influence for good would be more 
largely felt and appreciated throughout the com- 
munity. . f 

The first step will be taken toward this desirable 
result when church property is no longer exempt by 
law from taxation. 


tO —— — 
Ruskin’s Latest Idiocy. 

Sir John Lubbock recently compiled a list of a hundred 
books which every nineteenth century individual should 
read. Among the authors recommended are J. S. Mill, Dar- 
win, Gibbon, and Voltaire. John Ruskin has undertaken to 
criticise Mr. Lubbock's list, and the authors especially 
selected as the objects of his holy wrath are the four above 
mentioned. **Sir John Lubbock,” he says, ‘‘ ought to hav 
known that Mill's day is over.^ Darwin should not be read 
^ because it is every man’s duty to know what he is, and not 
to think of the embryo he was nor the skeleton that he shall 
be. Because, also, Darwin has a mortal fascination for all 
vainly curious and idly speculativ persons, and has collected 
in the train of him every impudent imbecility in Europe, like 
a dim comet wagging its useless tail of phosphorescent noth- 
ing across the steadfast stars.” Gibbon is condemned for 
the reason that ‘primarily none but the malignant and the 
weak study the decline and fall either of state or organism. 
Dissolution and putrescence are alike common and unclean 
in all things; any wretch or simpleton may observe for him- 
self and experience himself the processes of ruin; but good 
men study and wise men describe only the growth and stand- 
ing of things—not their decay. For the rest, Gibbon’s is the 
worst English that was ever written by an educated English- 
man. Having no imagination and little logic, he is alike 
incapable of picturesqueness or wit ; his epithets are malicious 
without point, sonorous without weight, and hav no office 
but to make a flat sentence turgid.” After that the reader is 
prepared for anything Ruskin can say about Voltaire: ‘ His 
work is, in comparison with good literature, what nitric acid 
is to wine, and sulphuretted hydrogen to air. Literary 
chemists cannot but take account of the sting and stench of 
him, but he has no place in the library of a thoughtful 
scholar. Every man of sense knows more of the world than 
Voltaire can tell him, and what he wishes to express of such 
knowledge he will say without a snarl.” Mr. Ruskin thinks 
it more useful to study the habits of the shrimps which he 
eats for breakfast than the authors mentioned. This opinion 
is not more surprising than the fact that its author should 
hav been consulted about books at all. A prejudiced, and 
self-opinionated man—a sort of cross between a Carlyle and 
a court jester—there is no earthly reason why his opinion 
should be sought, nor, being obtained, why a reasonable 
world should care for it. Leave him to his shrimps and his, 
mirror. S£ His stomach and his vanity must be fed. 
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will be prompt. If we are to print pictures each 
week, the subscription list must be lengthened. 
That those inclined to help add to-the list may find it 
no hard matter, we make the following low terms: 


Single subscriptions...........ccsescsssesseee eene $3 00 
One subscription two years, in advance.................. 5 00 
Two new subscribers...............eeeeeeeeeeeeeneee nenne 5 00 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in one re- 
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Any number over five at the same rate, invariably 
with one remittance. 


Will not everyone, in renewing, try to get at least 
one new subscriber, thus saving money for themselvs 
and helping us? 

And in renewing inclose 25 cents for the Trurs 
Seexer Annuat for 1886. 

ee mma 
It Would Be a Lame Law. 

Our German friends of Brooklyn—and the city of 
churches has no better citizens than these same 
Germans—hav introduced a bill at Albany providing 
for the sale of light wines and beer on Sundays from 
2 o'clock P.m., after church hours, until 11 o’clock at 
night. 

As affording uninterrupted opportunity to obtain 
beer, this bill is all that is needed. From 2 to 11 
o'clock is quite long enough for one day's visit toa 
sacred concert. But the bill is all policy and no prin- 
ciple, and we are not a little surprised that the Ger- 
mans, who are usually independent, are willing to 
acknowledge even tacitly that the demands of the 
churchmen that they shall not violate the Sabbath 
are founded upon right. If it is wrong to drink beer 
and wine during church time, it is wrong to drink 
them at all And while, for physiological reasons, 
it may not be wise to use wines in the morning, the 
fact that a few people are listening to a sermon can 
not make the use wrong. If the church people hav 
the moral right to control the appetites and actions 
of the Germans in the morning, they hav the same 
moral right to continue their espionage all day. 

The Germans should amend their bill to demand 
the abrogation of all Sunday laws, and let the saloons 
be governed by the same laws on Sundays that they 
are on other days. Besides, our Teutonic brethren 
hav forgotten the poor Americans who like their cock- 
tails in the morning. Their proposed bill would 
leave these to slide in at side-doors precisely as they 


do now. 
e 


Turn the Bible Out. - 

George Heald is the teacher of the Pleasantville, 

N. Y., school. He is a Protestant, and rather pious. 
It has been his custom to make devotional exercises 

- a part of the day's study in his school. Some of the 
scholars did not like them, and took advantage of his 
closed eyes, as he led in prayer, to disturb the quiet 
of the occasion. Until last week he was unable to 


detect the authors of these disturbances, but on | 


Monday he prayed with the weather-leech of his 
eye lifting, as a sailor would say, and located the 
noises among what he called the Catholic element. 
He singled out three girls, and whipped them 
severely, one of them, Miss Walsh, brutally. 

The girl complained to her father, and he has car- 
ried the matter to the courts. The teacher offered 
his resignation, but it was not accepted. The Cath- 
olic children’s parents object to their learning theology 
from a public school teacher. 


| If Mr. Heald had obeyed the positiv orders of 


State Superintendent of Schools, Mr. Ruggles, he 
would not hav introduced his devotional exercises. 
He was not hired to pray, but to teach. The Cath- 
olies of his district are right in objecting to him, and 
we sincerely hope that he will be punished for his 
assault upon Miss Walsh by a term in jail. Public 
schools must be made wholly secular, and religion 
left to home instruction, or the Catholics will hav 
very good reasons for establishing parochial schools. 
One such bigot as Heald is worth an argumentativ 


fortune to the Catholic priest of the town. 
—— 9 9— ———— 


Presumption. 

The following argument appeared in the Znde- 
pendent. It is a remarkable specimen of Christian 
didactics : 

* Whether the Bible is of divine authority, and hence bind- 
ing upon the faith and conscience of men, is a question of 
fact, to be answered affirmativly or negativly in the light of 
the evidence. All must admit the possibility of its divine 
authority.” 


Not so. The possibility of the Bible being of di- 
vine authority cannot be admitted until the existence 
of divinity itself has been established. Divinity must 
be defined, and the definition proved. 


* Every candid person will also concede that there is at 
least some presumption in favor of the divine authority of the 
Bible." 

Another error. The presumption cannot be con- 
ceded upon reasonable grounds unless the divine 
authority has first been shown. One assumption 
based upon another assumption is two steps in the 
air. The higher one goes in this fashion the harder 
is the fall. 

** What, then, is the rule of prudence and sound discretion 
in the light of this presumption? Our answer to this ques- 
tion is that such a presumption is, for all purposes relating 
to our practice, as good as the most absolute demonstration." 

Let us see. So far we hav three steps in the air. 
À divine authority is presumed. The Bible is pre- 
sumed to emanate from that authority. And it is 
presumed that these presumptions are as good as the 
most absolute demonstration! These premises being 
laid down, the argument begins: 

**'The Bible being a revelationfrom God, we are then'in this 
world probationers for immortality, here forming a character 
that will determin whether we shall spend that immortality 
in heaven or in hell.” 

This is a beautiful specimen of what the lawyers 
call a non sequitur. Upon one assumption and two 
presumptions another assumption is based—that the 
Bible is a revelation from God. Upon this the 
thinking editor of the Zndependent builds again. He 
presumes a personal immortality, then presumes a 
heaven, then a hell. Now, we would like to call him 
back to earth for a moment, and hav him prove his 
immortality, then prove his heaven, and lastly, his 
hell. If what he has written further be true, it is ab- 
solutely necessary for the good of men’s souls that 
he do this. We can never admit that “such a pre- 
sumption is, for all purposes relating to our practice, 
as good as the most absolute demonstration.” 
Neither will scientific men admit it. When Darwin 
lost a link in the chain of evolution, he said so, and 
acknowledged that the missing link weakened the 
chain. Presumption, with him, was never counted as 
good as absolute demonstration. Tyndall abandoned 
a faith in prayer because its efficacy could not be 
demonstrated. And we respectfully contend that if 
the following be true, the foregoing presumptions 
and assumptions must be made facts : 

** The difference between the two [heaven and hell], consid- 
ered in relation to our interests, makes the broadest contrast 
conceivable. Nothing can be more glorious than the one, 
and nothing more awful than the other. And if the Bible is 
but presumptivly true in what it says about this life and 
that which is to come, and the relation established by God 
between the two lives, so that one course of action will secure 
to us heaven, and the opposit course will involve the damna- 
tion of hell, then this is sufficient to giv a rule of action, and 
just as sufficient as would be the highest possible proof. 
This would then be our best light, and every one is bound to 
follow his best light.” 

How can anyone admit that there is any difference 
between two places of whose existence he knows 
nothing? The evidence offered so far is an assump- 
tion of the existencé of a divine authority, a presump- 
tion that the Bible emanated from that authority, a 
presumption that this presumption is as good as ab- 
solute demonstration, a totally unwarranted conclusion 
that the people of this world are probationers for 
immortality, and the assumption, unsupported by 
even & presumtion, that there exist these two different 
places, respectivly named heaven and hell! What 


‘one place is glorious, the other awful? 


court would convict a chicken thief on such evidence ? 
Upon what grounds can the statement. be based that 
If the Bible 
be only presumptivly true, then heaven and hell are 
only presumptions, and it can only be presumed that 
differing courses in life will land us in one or the ` 
other, and in such an awful matter presumption is. 
not “as good as the highest possible proof" Sup- 
posing à man presumes wrong, then what? And 
that some of the Christian sects are presuming wrong 
we hay the testimony of all the other sects. Every 
one is bound to follow his best light, of course, but 
suppose his best light is a firefly lamp leading to the 
dismal swamp? The summing up of this remarkable ` 
editorial is equally curious: 

**The thing to be done on the basis of a presumption, and 
equally on that of an absolute demonstration, is to repent of. 
our sins and believe in Christ, and bring forth fruits meet for 
repentance and faith; and this, upon either supposition, is. 
the only safe course for anyone to adopt in the practical con- 
duct of his life. Every other course takes the hazard of 
being ruined for eternity; and this surely is a hazard that no 
man can wisely take. There is a safe side in religion as well 
as on other subjects; and that safe side commends itself to 
our common sense, as furnishing a good rule of action.” 

This is an ex cathedra statement, of course, but it 
is one that must make the Jndependent’s Roman 
Catholic neighbors smile. “The thing to be done 
on the basis of a presumption is to believe in Christ.” 
Where did they get Christ from? On what pre- 
sumption did he ride into view? Where is the 
presumptiv basis in any of the foregoing presumptions 
for repentance and faith? Where the basis for the 
dogmatic statement that every course other than ' 
repentance and faith is at the hazard of eternal ruin? 
And if there is a safe side in religion, which side is 
it? Is it the side upon which shines the best light ? 
Ah, but that “best light” notion is heresy. The best 
light is private judgment, and the Romish church 
says that leads to damnation for every follower. The 
best light also leads millions out of the church alto- 
gether, and that, say the Protestants, is likewise 
damnation—ruination for eternity. Where, then, is 
the safe side? What must we do to be saved ? 

The Zndependent's argument for Christianity—and ` 
it is as good as can be offered—amounts to just this: 
Divine authority is assumed, that the Bible has the 
Sanction of this authority is presumed, this presump- 
tion is presumed to be as good as absolute demon- 
stration; and the further presumptions that there is 
such a state as immortality, such places as heaven 
and hell, that there is a being called Christ, that 
repentance and faith are necessary to avoid hell and 
gain heaven, and, suppositionally, there is a safe side 
in religion ! 

Such is the reasoning of the elders and prophets— 
assumption, presumption, and supposition! We 
search in vain for one little fact! Presumption is 
the best they hav to giv. And the mightiest pre- 
sumption of all is that everybody will be cast into 
hell for disbelieving a scheme which itr advocates can 
only presume is true ! 

“ Great God! on what a slender thread 


Hang everlasting things.” 
—_ HO 


Voluntary Associations and Government. 
The Galveston Daily News, perhaps the most 
enterprising daily journal in Texas, takes up a point 
in our reply to our Boston friends that they seemed 
afraid to meet. The News says: 


“ The New York Trura SEEKER professes to be unable to 
see the difference between a mutual protectiv association and a 
government. The difference is radical. A mutual protectiv . 
association derives no revenue by forcing anyone to be a mem- 
ber or to contribute. A government sweeps all persons in 
who reside within its territory." 


We readily admit this theoretical difference, but 
the point we emphasized is this: that voluntary asso- ` 
ciations must endow the chosen governors with power 
to enforce their decision—subject always to the rules 
made by the people themselvs—-else the society would 
go to pieces and mob law be the result. In other 
words, voluntary associations must hav government 
or they could not exist. The experience of the world 
demonstrates this. If no law existed, selfish men 
would grasp everything, and the brute force of indi- 
vidualism would rule. We did not contend that 
there is no theoretical difference between the two, but 
that there could be no practical difference—-at least, 
until everyone had become as perfect as the angels 
are supposed to be. The News continues: 


* Under the most liberal governments yet invented the 
majority elects a set of rulers who under some restrictions 
exercise a general and arbitrary power of taxation—that is to 
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say, levying forced contributions for almost any purpose— 
and an arbitrary power to regulate the business and moral 
: conduct of every inhabitant, without even a guarantee that 
‘taxes shall be for the equal benefit of all the people, or that 
regulations of trade and morals shall be simply defensiv. 
The officials elected by the majority can oppress the minority, 
and even the very persons who elected them.” . 
In much of this criticism of existing governments, 
the News and the editor of Taz TRUTH SEEKER are at 
one. The persons elected to power often: do abuse 
their trust, and against this we will ever protest. 
And we may go further, and demur to a great many 
of the rules the people hav seen fit to adopt for their 
own guidance. But we believe in reformation and 
not revolution. The News says that our rulers, 
“under some restrictions, exercise a general and arbi- 
trary power.” So'they do; and right here is the 
point. The restrictions should be enlarged and en- 
J'orced. This would do away with the fearful abuses 
under which the country now suffers, while not per- 
mitting lawless individualism to dominate. Officers 
should hav no power to levy taxes except for pur- 
poses approved by the people as specified in the rules 
adopted by themselvs. A very little government— 
and that relating solely to mundane affairs—is all that 
is necessary ; but that we can do without any we do 
not think the News will claim. Neither can we think 
the News will assert that voluntary associations can 
get along without rules for the members’ guidance, 
for ‘a rule without a power to enforce it lodged 
somewhere would be no rule at all. This question 
of government or no government is not, as our 


Anarchistic critics would hav it, a matter of theory. 


It is entirely à question of fact. Here we are in the 
world, good, bad, and indifferent people. Can we 
to-day liv in peace without some government? Are 
there any indications that within any reasonable time 
we can so liv? Yes or No? If Yes, when? If No, 
what are you going to do about it? Spend your time 
in advocating an impossibility, or put your shoulder 
to the wheel and work for reformation of recognized 
abuses? That the editor of the Mews sees this there 
is no doubt, and therein he differs from his Eastern 
brethren of the Anarchical school. His concluding 
remarks we can adopt: “Set production and exchange 
as free as religion is; let the individual grow to per- 
fect manhood; and reduce government to the propor- 
tions of a police power and national defense power, 
after which, if deprived of invasiv attributes, it would 
hav undergone an essential evolution and could no 
longer be the spoils system which all governments at 
present are.” Whether government can be reduced 
quite as much as the Mews indicates is a matter of 
doubt. There are some functions of society now 
performed by government which the JVews's subse- 
quent editorial in reply to a statement of ours has 
not convinced us can be safely left to the care of 
selfish individualism. We mentioned as one of the 
good things resulting from government a stable cur- 
rency. To this the News retorts: 

“ A stable currency, perhaps. What currency? Perhaps 
one kind; perhaps many kind—perhaps an unstable cur- 
rency. Hav not governments made execrable currencies, 
and licensed corporations to make the wildest of wildcat 
issues? Is not the government continually on a see-saw, and 
are not the people kept in a state of agitation about this very 
matter, because the government assumes to settle and again 
to alter and.tinker with a matter of business? 

All of which is true enough so far as it goes, and 
from one point of view. But there are more than 
one side to most questions, and this is no exception. 
Bad as governmental issues may be, the old state 
- banks were over thirty times worse. And individual 
or mutual banking without governmental backing 
would be still more unendurable. Without going 
into the intricacies of the currency question, we think 
all will admit that the United States note, good in 
any state, is better than state notes, or individual 
notes, to the extent that thirty-eight states form a 
more responsible party than one state or one indi- 
vidual. If banking were under no governmental 
supervision, it requires no prophet to foresee that 
there would be an immense amount of swindling going 
on. Our banking system has quite enough objection- 
able features without multiplying them. 

The News continues: 


* Tux TRUTH SEEKER combats Senator Wilson's bill to pro- 
hibit the mailing of publications containing lottery advertis- 
ments. But Mr. Wilson probably considers a lottery quite as 
bad as the wildcat bank, which appals THE TRUTH SEEKERS 
imagination. They agree in distrusting and forbidding free- 
dom of commerce, and lodging despotic powers in Congress, 
or in state legislatures. After that they may contend for a 
lifetime as to the wisdom and justice of any particular appli- 


cation of those. powers. The matter of justice becomes in 
that way a petition for benevolence. It can be nothing 
more, when addressed to a power not under the necessity of 
entering into any bargain with the complaining persons, who 
hav no power to withhold obedience which serves instead of 
consent. THE TRUTH SEEKER would complain if the publi- 
cations of the Infidel sect were excluded from the mails. 
But Christians generally may consider them worse than either 
wildcat issues or lottery tickets or flash papers, and may add 
to the list of desiderated services by government the suppres- 
sion of Infidel papers. Perhaps the state as yet tolerates such 
papers because they do not attack its existence. Whenever 
they do, and become formidable to the state, they may learn 
whether a government is not an institution supreme to the 
units who create it.” 


This is going too far. There is such an instru- 
ment in existence as the Constitution of the Unite 


States, an instrument defining and delegating to Con}; 
? 
i 


gress the power it may exercise. The power to pr 
vent lotteries is not delegated to Congress. It i 
therefore, reserved to the states. Congress may co 
stitutionally establish post-offices and post-roads, b 


it may not inspect the contents of the mailbags. 
There is no constitutional nor legal power in this. 
And when: the Supreme Court‘ 


country to’ do that. 
went out of its way to say it had (an obiter dictum 


judgment, the lawyers call it), the judges violated 


their oaths to support the Constitution. But on that 
account we do not advocate the abolition of the 
Supreme Court. We would, instead, hav the people 
hold the judges to the constitutional restrictions 


placed upon them. Under our Constitution Chris- 
tians cannot suppress Infidel publications, nor can 


the government punish him who advocates its aboli- 
tion. 
overt acts. 


conformity to facts. 


There is & scholarly courtesy in the criticisms of 


the Galveston Mews becoming to a great journal, 
which we miss in the editorials of the smaller Liberty. 
Whether or no it would not giv force and dignity to 


their utterances to copy the style of Mr. J. L. Walker 
of Galveston is a question we leave to the judgment 


of Messrs. Tucker and Appleton. 


———— oe 


Editorial Notes. 


A PRIZE of $100 has been offered by the American Baptist 
Publication Society for the best tract on ‘Giving to the 
Cause of Christ.” The manuscripts are to contain not more 
than 1,050 words. We shall contend for that prize, and here 
is the tract : 
ters [Protestantism and Catholicism] crying, Giv, giv.” 


WE hav received the first number of La Tribune des Peuples, 
a monthly devoted to the social movement. The editors also 
send this notice: ‘‘We engage lively those of our readers 
who knows the french language to read this interesting 
monthly review. The first No is send gratis and free of ex- 
pense, to all those who wish it, and who address themselvs 
to the bookseller's shop of des Deux-Mondes.” The address 
of the publication is 17 Rue de Loos, Paris, France. 


Tux island of Barbadoes, an English dependency in the 
West Indies, is a good place for the priests. Its area is 106,470 
acres; the population numbering 171,860, of whom 155,806 
are colored laborers. The church and state are united, and 
the government supports a bishop at £1000 per annum; 
nineteen rectors at £320; twenty-one curates at from £200 to 
£300, and lesser officials in proportion. The Blue book givs 
a list of the fees allowed the church, “ being appropriated to 
the use of the officer receiving them.” The chancellor of the 
diocese has perquisits as follows: 


On the consecration of a church or ehan 
On the reconstruction of a church or c 

required : 
On the consecration of a burial ground...................... 


The registrar of the diocese has these : 


On the consecration of a church or chapel.................... 
On the reconsecration of a church or chapel 
On the consecration of a burial ground. 
Collation to a benefice with stipend 
For letters of orders, priests or deacons 
For a license given or trausferred , 
Faculty, for removal of a body from one burial ground to ‘ 
another 
Faculty for the removal of a body from one spot to another 
in the same burial ground : 
Faculty for the removal of more than one body in the prose- 
cution of additions to or repairs of the fabric of a church 
or chapel.,... 3 
Faculty for building a vault in a graveyard................... 
Faculty for general alterations in a church chapel.......... 
Faculty for introduction of organs, or removal of pulpit or 
gallery or for reseating, if fixtures, or for removal of 
ord’s table, or fOMt... 0... cee ec eee cece ete e see cerne 
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| Faculty for the introduction of monumental tablets, or 


memorial windows, or tables of commandments, or a bell 

or bells, or ornaments of the Lord's table, other than 

decent covering; books and communion plates—. e., the 
ornaments required by canon law................... DUREE NU 

License of any building for the performance of divine 
, Berv106,....... eese. tha ka Rake sane eae tery ee mn sus. 100 
Visitation.fees to be paid by each church or chapel district.. 1 0 0 


Barbadoes seems to be a pretty good place for professional 
pictists, and the trade of soul-saving there must be a lucrativ 
one. 


The definition of treason is clearly limited to 
There are a dozen papers in this country 
crying out against the government, but the freedom 
of the press is guaranteed by the same article of the 
same amendment to the Constitution that guarantees 
religious freedom. The JVews's remarks on these 
points are deprived of their force because of lack of 


** The horseleech [the church] hath two daugh- 


Reporr has come to our ears that THE TRUTH SEEKER is to 
be boycotted fcr publishing in its issue of March 20th a car- 
toon entitled, ** A Contribution to the Irish Question." The 
boycotter-in-chief is Mr. Robert Blissert, to whom the cartoon 
in question has given offense. We are therefore to be de- 
prived forthwith of our Irish constituency. It was before 
the Constitution Club of this city that Mr. Blissert first made 
known his dire determination, his action at that place being 
followed by a violent attack upon the paper at the last meet- 
ing of the Liberal Club, and he will lose no opportunity, he 
declares, to lower THE TRUTH SEEKER in the estimation of 
the workingmen. Now, Tue TRUTH SEEKER does not pro- 
pose to take back anything that was expressed by the spirit 
of the cartoon in question. With anybody’s misinterpreta- 
tion of it we hav nothing to do. The great.enemies of Ireland, 


that in the year of grace 1155 the pope of Rome presented 
the Emerald Isle to Henry II., and that a later pope re-deeded 
it to Queen Mary. Catholicism has gone through that coun- 
try like a flock of geese, devouring everything before and 
ruining everything behind it. ` Tt.has brought Ireland to pov- 
erty and dependency,-ánd made her a perpetual pauper 
among nations. "With the grip of the pope upon her un- 
broken, Home rule to-day would be practically Rome rule, as 
the Gérman liberal politician Blind has pointed out. "Fhe 
Irish people or any other people must be mentally free before 
they can enjoy political freedom without abusing it.” That-is- 
-what Tug TRUTH SkEKur desired to poiiit Sut, and the sooner 
the Irish people recognize its truth the better for them. As 
for the boycott which Mr. Blissert proposes, it would be alto- 
gether out of order. That method of moral suasion was not 
invented and should never be used as an engin of religious 
persecution; it has been directed altogether toward industrial 
ends. This paper is on good terms with the trades unions; 
when it breaks with them, there will be at least an excuse for 
a crusade against it. Mr. Robert Blissert is making a fool of 
himself. : 


Tur Catholic Mirror of Baltimore concludes an address to 
the Maryland legislature against the injustice of refusing any 
portion of the school money to the parochial schools as fol. 
lows: 

“If we show that we hav one-fourth of the school-children of Mary- 
land in parochial institutions, on what principle are we denied an 
equivalent share of the taxes raised for the purposes of education, 
and paid by the whole people? Let it be understood that we ask no 
concession, we beg no favor. We simply demand that an intelli- 
igent inquiry be made into the facts of this question. If this be 
done in a spirit of justice, we hav no fear that the cause we advo- 
cate will not receive the amplest vindication.” à 

Oh, certainly! Giv them the whole country and make the 
pope president ! 


THE first of last month the World of this city printed this 
dispatch from Harrisburg, Pa.: ‘ 

“Mrs. Eliza Sloan Boyd, the oldest nativ-born resident of Harris- 
burg, aud the first white child born in this city after the town was 
laid out—being born in 1800—died yesterday. When a young girl 
her parents moved to New York city, and while there she frequently 
went on missions of charity. On one of these occasions she visited 
the house of Tom Paine, the Infidel, when he lay dying, and it was 
frequently asserted by Mrs. Boyd that Paine did not die a disbe- 
liever, but called on God in his last hours. ? 

Paine died June 9, 1809, when this estimable lady was only 
nineyearsold. Atthat age she must hav been a very competent 
witness. The inventor of the story, however, overlooked a 
point. Paine believed in God, and there would hav been no 
incongruity in hismentioning the name of that formless shade. 
The writer should hav alleged that he ca led upon Christ. 


Tur Baltimore Methodist Conference adopted a report of 
the committee on Sabbath observance recommending that 
the Methodist clergy should preach once at least each year 
against the selling of newspapers, traveling by car or steamer, 
opening the museums, art galleries, libraries, and so forth, 
on Sunday. An amendment including street cars was lost, 
as a matter of course. "Traveling ministers can reach their 
appointments on Saturday night, but in cities they would 
find it difficult to reach the churches. on Sunday without the 
street cars. "These saints might hav expressed their meaning 
more clearly by adopting some such resolution as this: **.Re- 
solved, That we unqualifiedly condemn and denounce as sin- 
ful, and contrary to God's law and the scripture, everything 
that we do not want to do ourselvs." And they would hav 
been inore honest, though scarcely better understood, if their 
last resolution had been: ‘‘Resolved, That we are hypocrits." 


For the last four months Louis B. Keller, a faith-curist of 
Newark, N. J., has been running a mission in the upper part 
of this city. Lately he announced that he would return 
to Newark, as thecity had too large a heathen population for 
his purposes- He complains that the roughs put tar on the 
benches of his hall, burnt pepper to drive the people away; 
twice they turned ‘out the gas; once filled the church floor 
with fetters; once took full control and danced; oncestruck 
Mr. Keller with stones in the head, cutting it; twice they 
dragged him by the whiskers; broke the meeting up three 
times by drunkards; stole two stoves from thechurch; broke 
the door and windows and drove nearly all the Christians 
away, and wound up by setting the house on fire. After re- 
counting these indignities suffered, Mr. Keller closes with 
“a few words to the churches of New York: You had better 
see to your heathen in New York, and leave the heathen in 
Africa, China, etc., for God, for there is much more hope for 
the heathen in China to get to heaven than the heathen one 
block from Dr. Taylors church, Thirty-fourth street and 
Broadway, New York. God hav mercy on heathen New 
York city!” 


W. S. Bett lectures in Cherokee, Cherokee Co., Iowa, 
April 6th, 7th, and 8th. Possibly he may remain there as 
late as the 10th. Persons wishing lectures by him may ad. 
dress him at that point, 


insist, are the pope and the priests. It is matter of history —r-- 


. exactitude of detail. 
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Letters from friends. 


BroourixNGDALE, N. J., March 18, 286. 

Mr. Eprron: Having observed a few lines from Mr. H. C. 
Luse in Tug TRUTH SEEKER of March 13th in reference to 
the cartoons on the outside leaves, I could no longer resist 
writing a few lines on the same. With Mr. H. C. Luse, I 
would say, “ Ido not like your pictures." I made an effort 
tosecuresubscribers. I succeeded in getting three for 1886; 
this encouraged me to try and get more. I recommended 
the paper highly to others. Having three sample copies, I 
sent them to persons of sltort acquaintance, two of whom 
were ladies, and when I received my paper of February 6th, 
the same as the copies I sent, I at once wrote apologies for 
speaking so highly of such grossness (I hav reference to the 
outside picture). I received a note from one of the ladies 
béfore my apology reached her; this is some of the language: 
“ The paper you sent I received (thank you); the picture was 
horrible." This has not encouraged me to solicit much since, 
especially among ladies. I fail to learn how these pictures 
are to be productiv of any good, for they, in my judgment, 
elevate neither morally nor intellectually. Why not hav 
pictures in astronomy, geology, or botany, which would be 
more instructiv ? 

Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds visited this place on the 24th ult. 
Mrs. Reynolds delivered in an earnest manner a lecture, ‘A 
Woman's Reasons for Secularism." Much excitement fol- 
lowed. Infidelity with all its evils was preached from two 
pulpits for over two weeks. -Hell and brimstone hav been of 
great service to the clergy here at the present time to frighten 
their flocks back to their old rut of bigotry, with their imag- 
inary heaven ahead, and their imaginary hell behind and on 
all sides, and in their imagination smelling the fumes of 
brimstone from the place of the damned that are ever burn- 
ing. Every Infidel has been denounced as vile and too 
wicked to liv in this Christian land, where all the good has 
been due to Christianity. This town has been disgraced, and 
the questionable reputation of Mr. Reynolds is to be inquired 
into by the Rev. T. Hall of the M. E. church. Infidelity is 
going to. suffer now. Look out, Infidels—great shall be the 
erash. The few Infidels here are afraid to say their souls are 
their own, and when Mr. Reynolds was here they made them- 
selvs scarce lest they would be seen by the Christians. 
` Oh, for a shower of common sense and reason, to take the 
place of blind faith and priestcraft. 

Yours for mental liberty, 


GEORGE KRAHMER. 


Durano, ILL., March 15, 286. 

' Mr. Enitor: I favor your publication of the pictures most 
decidedly. Properly studied, they educate and enlighten. 
They supplement and illustrate the written word of Liberal 
literature and argument, and, I think, tend to giv quality, 
positivness, and strength to the spinal column of the average 
Liberal or Secularist, a thing much needed in some quarters. 
They place in view to all observers the earnestness and self- 
assertion which honest thought is acquiring. In these pict- 
ures there is philosophy, logic, and truth. There is a deal 
of the mathematical in them also. ‘They point the finger of 
derision, 'tis true, toward sham and prétense; they express a 
scorn of the lie of religious humbug or hypocrisy, and they 
teach us to defy ecclesiastical tyranny and priestly and relig- 
ious hate, but this in no wise proves or indicates a perverted 
taste, but the contrary. 

All this is legitimate moral endeavor as a method of reform 
in law and manners. It is in the line of self-defense against 
the perverted and immoral; a legitimate war against cor- 
ruption, against social and governmental vices, against a 
slavery from which, as victims, we would emancipate our- 
selvs. . f 

These remarks are prompted by a deliverance of H. Clay 
Luse, of Waynesburg, Pa., published i in TAE TRUTH SEEKER 
March 18th. 

I hav no doubt Mr. Luse is a model young man. I formed 
an agreeable though slight personal acquaintance with him 
at the Cassadaga Congress of the National Liberal League, in 
284 (1884). 

Friend Luse does not ‘‘ enjoy such caricatures,” deeming 
them *'repulsiv exaggerations of the truth.” Iam sorry for 
the “ mistake” and ‘‘ influence” which hav led to this unlike- 
ness, and would gladly contribute to my young and earnest 
brother’s relief. l 

The element of comicality which pertains to the cartoon 
method of propaganda, in the case and cause of Liberalism, 
I suppose, is to remove from said propaganda a measure and 
degree of the acerbity and austerity which the tragic im- 
plies, and which inleres in the principles which antagonize 
us as Liberal citizens and Secularists. If the comic is repul- 
siv in appearance, it may yet be a necessity as a means to an 
end, which, I think, should, and does with me, remove its 
reptlsivness. 

Ido not consider the truth exaggerated, or exaggerated 
upon, except it be contradicted, which I do not call to mind 
a8 having been done in any instance as recently published in 
Tue Truri SEEKER. 

In the idea and principle of the comic in cartoon logic it is 
expected that a suggestion somewhat of the ridiculous and 
grotesque will develop; the artist is not bound to .a literal 
It is sufficient if, in the plot on design, 
the analogy symbolical of the leading ideas is maintained. 

I consider Watson Heston an adept in ideology, or, if you 
please, in cartoonology. His pieces indicate the philosopher 
and the wcli.read citizen and Liberal and I cannot appe- 
ciate tlie remark of Brother Luse that their publication is a 
* mistake." They lead through the ‘sensual nature” to the 
intellectual and the moral naturc, and only the ‘‘influence” 
of priestcraft can be “marred” by their pungent and un- 
answerable logic. 1 consider Tug TRUTH SEEKER in place in 


using the picture element, magnetic and electrical, in giving 
force to the ‘‘ cyclone” which commenced rising in the days 
of Bruno, and to which was added volume in the American 
and French Revolutions. 
May ‘‘superstition and ecclesiastical tyranny” go to and 
under the wall as the final result. 
. Truly and fraternally, 


Norta Parma, N. Y., March 7, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: It has been my privilege during the last 
year to be a subscriber to and a reader of Tor TRUTH 
SEEKER. With very much of its contents I hav been well 
pleased and edified. But I must say that upon the reception 
of last week’s paper I was very much disgusted with ‘the 
illustration, entitled, ‘‘ A Clerical Surprise Party.” While I 
am an out-and-out Agnostic and Liberal.and do not entertain 
the slightest belief in anything that savors of the supernatural, 
and tenaciously hold to my right to think and act upon theo- 
logical matters for myself regardless of the views of the 
Christian church, I do not ask any more for myself than I am 
willing to accord to others. 

While I may radically differ with the views promulgated 
by the church, I believe and know there are many of its min- 
isters and lay members who are earnest and honest, and are 
endeavoring to do good and make the people better. If they 
can get any consolation out of their doctrins let them enjoy 
it, unless we, who think that we hav a better than they, can 
by our example, and sound logic, and good reasoning, con- 
vince them of their error. You cannot do it by abuse or 
throwing mud. The religious world is moving in the right 
direction fully as fast as we can expect. The preaching of to- 
day would not hav answered at all thirty years ago. Very 
many of them hav given up such absurd ideas as the doc- 
trin- of election, special providences, the Bible theory of 
creation, a literal, burning hell, and many other of the 
absurdities and outrageous wrongs which the ''good book” 
teaches. But it is a hard matter for an individual to giv up 
the ideas and doctrins of a lifetime. If Beecher were twenty- 
five years younger he would be an Infidel. Let us giv him 
and others of his class credit for being as liberal as they are, 
for they are doing very much good. As to the illustrations, 
continue them. There are plenty of subjects which can be 
shown up with advantage and profit that need not offend the 
sensibilities of the intelligent and refined, but will set them to 
thinking in the right direction. Permit me to suggest for 


Joun STEVES. 


instance, it might be well to show up some of the doings of | 


that exceeding wise man, Solomon, or some of the caprices 
and cruélties of the ‘‘man after God's own heart " (David); 
for instance, his putting Uriah in the forefront of battle 
after having seduced his wife, or his loving kindness to his 
enemies after taking them prisoners, 2 Sam. xii, 30, 31; and 
in conclusion let me advise that we, as Liberals, act to others 
as we would like to hav them act toward ourselvs. There is 
an old saying, * Whom the gods wish to destroy they. first 
make mad." Now we, as Liberals, do not wish to destroy 
anyone, but to convince them of thcir errors, and make the 
world better for our being init. ButIhav drawn this out 
too long, and will close. Fraternally yours, J. TOMPKINS. 


Newport, Me., March 20, 1886. 
Mr. EDITOR: I decidedly disagree with your correspond- 
ent Luse about the pictures in Taz TRUTH SEEKER. They 
are grand, and instead of my being “ashamed” to show 
them, I am proud to do so. The church has no respect for 
our feelings, She delights to slander Infidels, and when she 
speaks the name of one of nature's grandest productions, 
Thomas Paine, does she ever call him anything but ''Tom" 
Paine? 
I wish I had a million illustrated TRUTH SEEKERS to circu- 
late instead of one. SEWARD MITOHELL. 


Union, Mo., March 15, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed I send $1, for which send me 
* Humphrey-Bennett Discussion." You say it is a splendid 
book to loan to Christian neighbors. I hav always loaned 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER to my Christian neighbors, but since you 
hav illustrated the paper with those nice (?) pictures, I feel 
ashamed to show the paper to any church-member, and I 
fully agree with Mr. H. Clay Luse that the pictures are re- 


pulsiv exaggerations of the truth. We Liberals don't need 


such pictures, and à church-member or Christian feels in- 
sulted if you show him the paper; even if he looks at the 
pictures he will not read the paper. 

Your last cut on the front page is childish, and at the same 
time insulting to all church-members, and, as Luse said, out 
of place in a grand Liberal paper; and judging you, Mr. 
Editor, by your writing, I believe you yourself are ashamed 
of such pictures. I am an Infidel, and also a Liberal, and I 
know, and every Infidel should know, that we can only 
change a church-member to an Infidel by using kind and 
liberal arguments, and not by insulting him. If you follow 
Mr. Joseph A. Shade’s advice, and use two pages of your 
paper every week for plain Bible expositions, and also keep 
such insulting pictures out of your paper, and not allow 
every crank to publish his fanatic opinion in your paper, it 
will be better for your paper and for our cause. 

I notice that many of your readers are delighted with the 
pictures, and after one had said they were immense, the rest 
followed, and they all said immense. Yes, they are an im- 
mense absurdity, and unworthy of your paper. 

Ihav no riglt to dictate to you what pictures to print, or 
how to conduct your paper. I hav only given you my opin- 
ion as a friend of your paper; but if you continue to print 
the same kind of pictures, I don’t want the paper any longer. 
Don’t let your fanatic friends ruin your paper. 

Truly yours, Cumas. REMHARD. 


Granp Rarips, Mion., March 15, 1886. 
Mr. Epiror: I am very much delighted with your 
pictorials. I hav been reading the Bible, and find you hav 


followed it to the letter. I cannot see why even the most 
professed Christian should object to the teachings of that 
‘book. I think the minds of the people can be reached by 
this method better than any other way, as they set the people 
to thinking as well as reading their Bibles. Iam quite sure 
that if the people will read their Bibles understandingly they 
will all become truth seekers, as every church I hav ever 
heard of professes to teach the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth. This is the reason why so many thousands of the 
people like your valuable paper, and are turning their atten- 
tion to its teachings. I think it one of the grandest truths of 
modern times that we hav a paper wherein we can deposit 
our grandest and highest thoughts of God, and the only way 
to reach him is to follow all truth. I know the church 
always teaches that good work availeth nothing, contrary to 
the teachings of Christ. And what can any Christian say of 
the.church that does that? Long may Tur TRUTH SEEKER 
liv. As long as it confines itself to all truth it will liv. 
CHARLES Saou. 


Fort Surry, D. T., March 16, 1886. 

Mr. Eniror: Since you commenced illustrating your val- 
uable paper, I hav often thought that it might interest you 
to know what we here think about it, and that is the reason 
I send you these few lines. 

Well, we are not satisfied with those illustrations. We 
think the good old TRUTA SEEKER is too good a paper to be 
decorated the way it is now. The quantity is too rich and 
the quality too poor for anything. I will admit that good 
illustrations can help a cause considerably, but as for Tue 
TRUTH SEEKE?’s illustrations at present, I think them a fail- 
ure. It is my hope that it might change soon, so if we can 
not hav THE TRUTH SEEKER as it was before, let us lav less 
of illustrations and something finished. With best wishes 
for our cause, I am Yours, Jens M. C. MARIAGER. 


SNowvILLE, Va., March 17, 1886. 
Mr. Eprron: I wish thee would issue once a year a*book 
of the pictures of Taz TRUTH SEEKER in a volume by them- 
selvs. Can’t you do it? Don’t be alarmed because one now 
and then objects to pictures. My correspondents are legion, 
and all who speak of them are delighted with them and the 
forcible good work they will do. They are effectiv weapons, 

and I hope will be continued. ELMINA.- 


San Jose, Car., March 8, 1886. 
Mr. Evitor: I want a few cheap pamphlets; you will find 
the money, if you look sharp, in the corner of this card. 
Putnam will soon ‘be in California, and we must try and 
arrange to hav some good lectures. Your pictures show up 
old popery first-rate. Hit 'em again!—giv ‘em ‘‘ Hail Co- 
lumbia!” And the Protestants are about as bad. 
i Samos Parsons. 


San Bernarpino, Car., March 18, 1886. 

Mr. Evitor: I am casting a few crumbs on the water and 
hope they may return to you a subscriber or two. Wishing 
THE TRUTH SEEKER and Liberals success, I am glad to see. 
sturdy blows both right and left against all forms of igno- 
rance and error. Keep on swinging the battle-ax of freedom 
unti] every man, woman, and child is free from the fear of 
sheol or church influence. 

I vote for the pictures; may their shadow never be less. 
Sheol, with hell in the background, date March 6th, is simply 
immense, and graphic. Let all the world hear what the pict- 
ures say unto the supporters of churches. s 

Mr. Putnam must not pass us by. San Bernardino needs 
a warming, and he is the man in the right place. 

Respectfully, N. WoorsEv. 


Boston, Mass., March 16, 1886. 
Mr. Teros I hav been much pleased with all of your 
first page illustrations, but I must say that the »ne in the last 
number (March 13th) is particularly fine as wel: as prophetic. 
The position of Beecher is good; in fact, it is immense. I 
feel to congratulate you on securing the services of an artist 
of the keen originality of Heston, and I feel confident that 
it will prove a feature of great attractivness to the general 
public. I feel anxious that you should perfect the arrange- 
ments you mentioned in a former letter to place them on 
sale in our city, and the larger cities of New England, and 
the news stands. I would also suggest that the cuts be 
printed on a sheet for distribution as a tract. I inclose here- 
with a half dozen names of gentlemen whom I would like 
you to send a sample copy of Tur TRUTH SEEKER—if possi- 

ble, last week's number. Henry 8. Baoon. 


Pirtsruran, PA., March 20, 1886. 

Mr. Evitor: Last Sunday,.March 14th, we had tlie pleas- 
ure of listening to the genial secretary of the American 
Secular Union, Mr. Samuel P. Putnam. His subject was 
“The Glory of Infidelity.” This is a new lecture, and one so 
good that it will bear repeating. ‘The following is a brief 
outline: ‘‘ Who is the Infidel? He is one who is popularly 
supposed to be unfaithful to his duty, but really the most 
faithful of the faithful. He is the clement of the unexpected, 
the horror of Mrs. Grundy. Society abuses liim, and finally 
-builds him a monument and calls him a hero. Orthodoxy is 
a brick in the house of propriety. The orthodox will not use 
anything until it has thc ,dust of ages on it; worships 
monotony. Infidelity is just the opposit of orthodoxy, and 
is glorified both in its spirit and results. Its methods and 
opinions are innocuous in themselvs, but the way we hold 
them is an important matter. The spirit of Infidelity is the 
spirit of inquiry. Since orthodoxy began to be it has always 
had a thorn in its side—Infidelity. It has always been a red 
flag, and the orthodox bull has always been obliged to be 
mad. Infidelity turns a frog-pond into a sparkling rivulet, 
it tests the truth and makes assumption furnish proof. It is 
better even to draw ihe sword for error than let the truth 
rust in inaction, Orthodoxy must thank Infidelity for keep- 
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ing it a live corpse; it shows its greatest activity in refusing 
to be buried. ‘Paradise Lost’ was written to justify the 
ways of God to man. Infidelity compels orthodoxy to be 
bright in self-defense. Suppose Infidelity should cease its 
endeavors, everybody would go asleep. An attack on In- 
fidelity is a bonanza for modern pulpiteers. Ingersoll has 
given more vitality to orthodoxy than a thousand ghosts. 
He has put it on its good behavior. If Christianity does go 
down it must thank Infidelity for a respectable demise. In- 
fidelity has always kept the world alive. The Infidel isa 
supreme necessity; the world would willingly destroy him, 
but must answer him. The word of the Infidel is the living 
word, becausc it demands proof, it sets the world on fire. 
That which is cannot always be the representativ of what is 
to be. You cannot revolutionize society from the top, you 
must. begin at the root. The Buddhas and the Christs were 
in opposition to established custom. Infidelity has been the 
door of progress. An Infidel may be a beggar, but he car- 
ries the infinit treasures of the new world. Like a shell he 
bears the music of the universe. The Infidel’s face has al- 
ways been turned toward the dawn, and he has borne the 
banner of victory. Faith broods. Doubt discovers. It has 
been claimed that Infidelity may be wise without being good, 
but Infidelity denies for the sake of morality. When an over- 
zealous minister claimed that Emerson would go to hell, 
Father Taylor replied : ‘Don’t whisper it, then, or everybody 
will want to go that way.’ The only virtue of the church is 
‘that it makes a good policeman. The minister is a kind of 
guide-post, so it pays to keep him whitéwashed and in good 
- order. Orthodox society is like a tread-mill. True morality 
is something infinitly more than respectability. It is one’s 
moral nature that makes him an Infidel. It is not a simple 
question of logic, but one of manhood. Even in the field of 
art the Infidel is true to nature. Even here the Infidel is 
obliged to turn reformer in fidelity to the true and the beau- 
tiful. Voltaire, Hugo, Lessing, Goethe, Shakspere, Byron, 
and Shelley were noble specimens of Infidelity in literature, 
and Whitman a grand protest against orthodoxy in poetry. 
Nor must we stop here. Wagner was an Infidel in music, 
and his triumph was commensurate with his courage. The 
Infidel loses his life to-day to find it to-morrow. We must 
forever make and rectify mistakes. That which changes not 
is already in its grave-clothes. If our opinions were never 
questioned I would hope that some inconoclast might arise 
and destroy them. I am proud to declare that I am an 
Infidel.” 3 

Mr. Putnam also lectured on Sunday evening at Wilson’s 
Hall, Allegheny City; subject, ‘‘ The Foundations of Moral- 
ity,” and at Sharpsburg on Monday evening on ‘‘ A New 
Heaven and New Earth ;” but the present length of this com- 
munication precludes the propriety of giving them the notice 
they otherwise might receive. The lecture delivered at 
Sharpsburg was the first one of the kind ever delivered in 

. that orthodox borough, and much credit is due Mr. D. M. 
Miller, of the adjoining village of Etna, for making the neces- 
sary arrangements. ! 

Mr. Putnam made a good impression, and left with the 
kind wishes of all. Success to him in his trip across ‘‘ the 
Rockies." Yours truly, Harry HoovER, 
Secretary Pittsburgh Secular Society. ` 


MoQvzzx, ILL., Feb. 20, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $4, three to apply on 
subscription, seventy-five cents for the new book, ''The 
Order of Creation," which I think will be a book of high 
order judging by what of it I hav read; for the balance you 
may send me Remsburg's ''Bible Morals.” "Tur TRUTH 
SEEKER has come into my house to stay, if I hav been a little 
tardy in making my remittance this time. It was always 
good, but is certainly improving ; especially hav I enjoyed 
reading McArthur’s letters to “ D. C.," possibly better than 
tt Dogged Churchman” does, and 1 think such articles are of 
much value ina paper. They represent in condensed form 
the fruit of much reading and study of books, many of which 
we are not able to buy and might not hav patience to read. 
The church never like to hear of councils. They dislike to 
learn that they only hav man's judgment for what is God's 
word. But it will never do to commence to tell what the 
church dislikes in history, if I did this letter would run on 
ad infinitum, so I will close, wishing prosperity to Tug TRUTH 
Srexrr. Let its motto always be: Truth the natural lan- 
guage of the brain. G. H. Brirron. 


: ProvipEnog, R. I., March 12, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: We hav had a visit from Mr. Remsburg, and 
he has left a strong impression. 
his lecture, ** Sabbath-Breaking," pronounce it a masterpiece. 
1 feel confident that his next visit to Providence will excite 
great enthusiasm, and draw large numbers. 

There has just ended a Methodist revival here, headed by 
* Widow" Van Cott, who quietly walked away with $400 
for four weeks. 

What surprises me most is that there are not more dis- 
honest people who are smart enough to assume the role of 
leading lunatic, and fill their empty purses. How easily 
people can be humbugged out of their sense and dollars! 

With a word of admiration for the last poem in the Chil- 
dren’s Corner, by Mrs. Buckner-Johnson, M.D., I am, 
Yours, W. P. BLYTHE. 


YorxsnmeE, N. Y., March 10, 1886. 

Mr. Enrron : During the last week in February members 
of our Freethought circle enjoyed about forty-eight miles of 
sleigh-riding. We experienced the usual vicissitudes, good 
roads, sunshine, and fine bracing weather alternating with 
pitiless nor’westers, hugé drifts, an overturn, one broken 
whiffietree, and numcrous prolonged stoppages, while stout 
hands wrought, sometimes in midnight darkness, to extricate 
the sleigh from clogging masses of snow. Warm wraps, 


Many of those who heard |. 


robes, and soap-stones, and merry hearts with stirring senti- 
ment, prevailed, however, and the whole was voted a success. 
The occasion for such journeyings was as follows: Liber- 


| als in Holland, Erie county, resolved to hav a hearing right 


there, and engaged that prince of iconoclasts, J. E. Rems- 
burg, to lecture on Monday and Tuesday evenings, while 
equally energetic ones about Java Village, Wyoming county, 
secured a hall and the same speaker for three lectures, on 
Wednesday and Thursday evenings and on Thursday after- 
noon. Of course, we could not afford to miss such an oppor- 
tunity for hearing a prime favorit; besides, we were 
indebted to some of these friends for social and pecuniary 
aid at several of our own gatherings. And truly, the warm 
welcome and hearty hospitality that greeted us, as well as 
the delight of listening again to the choice rhetoric and fear- 
less logic of the able orator, made the week one to be remem- 
bered. Neither of these towns had before ‘known public 
utterance of this kind, and some thought, as well as consid- 
erable feeling, must hav been awakened. It seemed to us 
that if these five lectures could be followed in the course of 
two months by one in each place from Charles Watts on the 
advantages of Secularism, which he treats with incomparable 
force, a grand beginning would hav been made toward root- 
ing out senseless superstitions and making way for rational 
views of life and religion. Like noxious weeds in the farm- 
er's fields, the old, false teachings will withstand much skilled 
and persistent assault before they show signs of yielding; but 
by and by go they must. Let us work while for us it is day. 

The little band in Yorkshire—two or three Spiritualists, 
two or three Materialists, and two or three Agnostics, work- 
ing in harmony with mutual toleration—hav been trying 
earnestly to raise funds for lectures by Lyman C. Howe one 
Sunday in each month fora year. He will speak for us on 
March 21st, when the matter will be fully decided. 

With bright hopes for the future of the good seed sown, I 
remain Onrvz DALEY SHERMAN. 


ALPINE, March 22, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: I am much grieved to learn that you hav re- 
tired the Boy with the Badge-pin from the Liberal Club 
report. I miss that buoyant spirit and the spice which the 
report was always spiced with. I hope you will soon rein- 
state him. 

I wish you would use one small corner of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER to define the hard words in the paper. I found it 
one of the objections to the paper that they couldn't under- 
stand the hard words in it. Much of Tar TRUTH SEEKER is 
written above the heads of the common people, and the com- 
mon people we so need! The educated we are sure of. Try 
it. The pictures are good. F. J. Dove. 


Irmaoa, N. Y., Feb. 10, 1886. 

Mz. Enron: Tue Trout SxxkEm, with its illustrations, 
comes to me weekly with a welcome. Though I hav no de- 
votional songs of praise, like some, to entertain my Lord's 
coming, if my plain virgin experience, with my vessel filled 
with oil and lamp trimmed and burning, is not an indorse- 
ment for deity, it is evidence that I am none of his or hers. 
Your illustration of Jonah, who had orders by individual 
Freethought to go to Nineveh (pleasure), and disobeyed 


‘in contemplation of Tarshish, where a storm of difficulty 


arose with the waters (minds) of orthodoxy concerning the 
opening of the public libraries on Sunday, show that evqn the 
sacrifice of Liberal Jonah with a long list of names is no pal- 
liation. Christians are preparing a whale to gulp in Jonah at 
one swoop by a system of control, by a stoppage of Liberal 
literature on all the railroads and public highways, as vile 
as immoral and un-Christian. Illustrations are grand be- 
cause they are the negativ pointing to the positiv. — 
: ZENAS KENT. 


SorpigRS' Home, Wis., March 10, 286. 
Mr. Epiror: Thanks; Ta TRUTH SkEKER comes all right 
now, in Ben Parkins's name. I shall henceforth get it when 
Ben gets his. I am also more than thankful for ‘‘ Bible 
Morals.” It is peerless for missionary work here. It is so 
small and handy, and yet so vast and comprehensiv in its 
character. Long liv Remsburg, and also the indomitable 
John R. Kelso. They comprise a vast amount of the salt of 
the earth. They are saviors of the human race, and, com- 
bined with the immortal: Darwin, they are the rock upon 
which this monster, Christianity, will perish, and be remem- 

bered only as the vilest curse of a barbarous age. 
Respectfully, NzrsoN Humr. 


Dowrm, Tzx., Feb. 20, 1886. 
Mr. Eprron: I profess to bea philanthropist, a lover of 
mankind. I think it likely that I am older than any corre- 
spondent you hav. Under this impression, I will venture to 
ask a favor, free. Please publish the following: I, John A. 
Rutherford, of Dowlin Post-office, Lamar county, Texas, 
herein and hercby propose to every editor and publisher in 
the United States that if she or he will send me two copies of 
the paper that he or she is publishing,.in a few weeks, I 
pledge myself to distribute them to the best advantage to the 
author. Iam well known in Lamar county. I lived in the 
territory before it was organized into Lamar. I was the pre- 
siding officer in the case. I was county judge four years. 
My bragging puts me in mind of the man Moses in the Bibie. 
Moses said, **'The man Moses was very meek, above all the 
men on the face of the earth.” Iam well known to be hon- 

est and truthful. Yours, etc., 
- J. A. RUTHERFORD, born Jan. 31, 1799. 


CoLLEGEVILLE, Pa., March 1, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: Please serd me the seven chapters on ‘‘ The 
Order of Creation,” and B. W. Lacy’s reply to Lambert’s 
** Notes on Ingersoll,” in paper. f 
Is it not possible to establish a Freethinkers’ College, equal 
to Yale or Harvard, in the East? I feel almost sure that 


Professor Sunderland, brother of the late LaRoy Sunderland, 
would giv away his college for such purposes. We hav, and 
hold in it, a Scientific Club. every Sunday afternoon. Mr. 
I. K. Rhoades belongs to it, and he givs out a TRUTH SEEKER 
every week. It is to him that I am indebted for your notice 
of Freethought literature. E. S. Moser. 


CARROLL’8S PRAIRIE, TEX., March 20, 286. 

Mr. Epiror: It has been quite a while since I wrote to 
you, as there are so many interesting friends to hear from 
that I would much rather read than write. But thinking 
some of our friends who contemplate coming to Texas 
might like to hear from this part, I giv them a little of what 
I hav seen. The strike is all the talk at present, all sides of 
the matter being discussed at length, and the conclusion 
generally arrived at here is that the strikers did not giv suff- 
cient reasons for making this.strike; that it was only to show 
their strength, etc. Be this as it may, it is very amusing to 
hear the Christians express their opinions. They think the 
strikers did wrong in striking, but think if they were in Jay 
Gould’s place they would hav done just as he has. Anyway 
to make the most money. One of them was excusing Gould 
for what he had stolen by the fact that Gould had only 
robbed the rich man who robbed the poor man, instead of 
robbing the poor man direct, and added if he had as much 
money as Gould he would hav done the same, and so would 
his friends to whom he was talking; and they assented that 
they would. 

Now I had been talking to some of them on the evils 
of Christianity just before the above conversation occurred. 
Of course they had claimed that everything that was right 
and moral was taught by it, and, above all, that they believed 
in and followed this Christian doctrin. But it seemed to me 
they ‘‘let the cat out" when they admitted they would 
do certain things that Infidels declare wrong if they had the 
power. They all seem to hav an indiarubber conscience. 

But thatisjnot what I hav seen, so will I say I've seen 
prairie and woodland, rich soil and some that was not so rich, 
and other things that are not of interest. But some things 
that may be of interest I wil speak of. For the last four 
days the thermometer has stood at 80° in the shade, but you 
do not notice that it is uncomfortably warm; you see flowers 
growing in the woods and on the prairie, oats are up, the dog- 
wood and other trees are in bloom, the grass is green, thou- 
sands of birds are in the trees, and everything says spring is 
here, especially the woodtick—he has been on hand for a 
month. 

Of course this is all nice, and the best part is, there is a fine 
chance for a poor man to liv easy. The soil will produce 
anything—cotton, corn, cane, vegetables, fruits, etc. 

Land is cheap—unimproved good land for $2.50 per acre; 
improved land from $5 up, according to improvements. 

We expect to get a location soon for our coóperativ society. 
We will raise ribbon-cane and grapes for the market. There 
is plenty of money to be made on these two products. 

Now we will not take up any more of your valuable space, 
but if anyone would like information I will be glad to furnish 
same. E. E. PARK. 


OapzN, Uran, March 18, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: I hav been intending to write you ever 
since the beginning of the year, but hav been delayed by two 
or three causes, one of which was the hope of getting some 
additional subscribers. : 

I hav been trying for the last two or more years to rcvive 
our League and Secular Union, but without effect. "Tis too 
long a story to tel! you—all the difficulties that spread them- 
selvs in the pathway. My last effort was to effect a Union 
of some kind, to meet and support Mr. Putnam when he 
comes. But, alas! A snag again has caused another ship- 
wreck, and now my last effort will be when Mr. Putnam 
arrives, when, if something is not done that will form a good 
basework for the continuation of the good work, I shall fall 
in the rear, but will assist any others to carry out the work. 
Never again will I stand in the front to work, but the grand 
purposes of the American Secular Union, though, while I liv 
I will be ready to render any assistance to forward the work. 
'Iam now trying to open up an institution on my own 
account, which, if any can be found interested enough to 
seek, will or may find something that will giv some light on 
the great work that is agitating the minds of those who are 
working forhumanity. The people will not take papers or 
buy books by which to understand what is going on, and 
what is necessary for their own good. So, as a last effort, I 
will offer to them the light free, as far asI, within my lim- 
ited means, can keep it burning. I hav fitted up a room 
twenty-four feet square for a free reading room for evenings 
and Sundays, and which will serve for small meetings, and 
with my own books and the periodicals I take, and as many 
more as I can add from time to time, shall be devoted to the 
good of those who will be initiated into the service of reform, 
as opposed to the powers that now prevail, causing the pov- 
erty and misery, etc., of the working classes by depriving 
them of the opportunity to earn a comfortable support, by 
their political and religious schemes for their own aggrandize- 
ment. 

This, I think, will be my last effort, if it succeeds well. If 
not, then I shall feel I hav done all, and will be contented to 
pass over with a good conscience, and without fear. Iam 
now in my seventy-fifth year, healthy and activ, and may liv 
some years yet, but that is as it may be. 

Inclosed please find post-office order for $10—$3 to continue 
Tne Truru SEEKER, and the balance to place to my credit. 
I shall want some books, and will send an order soon. I 
will perhaps be able to sell some to visitors to my free read- 
ing-room, and shall want them at your lowest rates. Send 
your latest Gatrlog. We are looking for Mr. Putnam, and 
will giv him the best reception we can. 

Asjever,yours, 


Joun A. Jost. 
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Children’s Corner, 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known a8 the Children’s Hour.” 


Little Lo. 


Near to the Elkhorn’s sparkling water, 
Charming water that ripples so, 

A weary mother and little daughter— 
And child is mother, as mother’s go, 


Little Lo, with her soft hair shining, 
Little Lo, with her dainty ways, 

Does daily toil without repining, 
Cycle of summer and winter days: 


Smoothing the way for feet fast chilling 
With touch of death and the icy. wave, 
Calmly, cheerfully, sweet hands willing, 
May lure her back from the yawning grave. 


Little Lo, with her blue eyes pleading, 
Little Lo, with her golden hair, 
Invalid mother gently leading. 
And deftly placing the easy chair. 


Helpful feet to a helpless mother 
Is little Lo, with her wee brown hands, 
As oft, mayhap, you've seen some other 
Captiv following silken bands. 


But never you saw a childish maiden, 
Guiding the footsteps weak and slow, 

Never a pair of small hands laden 
With grace like this of Little Lo. 


Hands like these are beautiful ever 
If brown with tan or white as snow. 

O suffering world, you may not sever 
Humanity's needs from Little Lo. 


Copy them now in bronze or granit, 
Mould their beauty, and let them go 
Unto the world to paint the sonnet 
I may not sing of little Lo, 
Clearwater Nev. ' Mary BARD-FINCH, 
—— Oto 


A Reminiscence. 


Almost fifty years ago, or when I was about 
nine years old, my father sent me to the house 
of a neighbor about half a mile from my 
home to get some grain-bags. He started me 
off early, that I might return by the time him- 
self and two or three other in his employ had 
finished their breakfasts and were ready to 
start for their work, which at that time hap- 
pened to be two or three miles away in an- 
other direction from that in which I was sent. 
When I reached the place I found a threshing- 
machine set up where it was to be put in 
operation that day. This was something new 
to me, and an object of great interest, as ma- 
chinery has ever been. 'The importance of 
my speedy return was driven from my mind 
for some time by an examination and my 
anxiety to see it in operation, which I had 
been told by a young man who got the bags 
for me it would be in a short time. My curi- 
osity being partially satisfied by my examina- 
tion, it occurred to me that I was expected at 
' home even before that time. Somewhat re- 
luctantly, as the machine had not been started, 
I left for home, which Í soon reached, and 
found that my father had sent the men to 
their work some time before, while he waited 
for my return. 

He seemed to think that I needed a lesson 
in promptness and lively stepping. He also 
thought that, in order to make it more impres- 
siv, the lecture he gave me should be illus- 
trated by the artistic use of the brush—which 
he had cut from a neighboring apple-tree. I 
need hardly say that the illustration was more 
forcible and more deeply felt than the lecture 
which accompanied it. Leaving meto reflect 
upon the lesson, my father went to his place 
of business, not to return until night. 

Now, it so happened that, on this eventful 
day, the militia, or the men in the vicinity 
(in central New York) “between the ages of 
eighteen aud forty-five, liable to military 
duty,” were to meet at the village near by for 
drill—it was “training day.” As I lived near 
the village, and within hearing of the music 
used upon the occasion, my curiosity, if not 
my patriotism, was strongly aroused, and, 
having little to do, I was strongly attracted in 
that direction. At first I thought I would go 
*' just a little way’? where I could see as well 
as hear, and though not intending it when I 
started, I was finally drawn to the field (nearly 
2 mile from home) where the drill was going 
on. Once there, the sights and sounds, with 
other boys, were sufficient to hold me as long 
as the drill lasted. "Then, the excitement 
being over, and thinking of what I had done, 


I was afraid to go home, as I well knew that | 


my conduct would not be approved there. 
The result was that I did not return until 

dark, when, feeling tired, guilty, and alto- 

gether miserable because of having yielded to 


temptation, I dreaded to meet my father and 
mother, whom I could see sitting in the house, 
but as I knew I must, I finally went in. 

My coming was, no doubt, a great relief to 
them, although I did not realize it then. Very 
little was said to me after inquiring where I 
had spent the day. I was told, however, to 
eat my supper, and when about to go up-stairs 
to bed my father remarked that we must hav 
a settlement in the morning. v 

I did not get up next morning until my 
father had gone again for the day, and the 
matter was never mentioned between us after- 
ward. My mother, however, talked with me 
about the affair, and, finding me repentant 
and submissiv, reassured me somewhat by 
saying that if I remained dutiful and obedient 
She would try to persuade my father not to 
punish me, and I do not remember that he 
ever did but once afterward (and that was the 
result of à misunderstanding of his orders on 
my part and without reflection or inquiry on 
his), although I lived with him until after I 
had reached the years of manhood. In thiuk- 
ing of the first occurrence since, I hav con- 
cluded that he attributed my conduct to the 
treatment I had received at his hands on that 
morning, and feared to arouse my resentment 
further by additional punishment. I, how- 
ever, had no such thought. It was due to a 
combination of circumstances operating upon 
me in an entirely different manner from a 
disposition to defy his authority. I think it 
was just as well, and that I was quite as obe- 
dient afterward as though he had punished 
me further. 2 . 

The above occurrence shows, I think, how 
infinitly important it is thàt we should learn, 
as far as possible, the motivs which actuate 
others before censuring them, also the impor- 
tance of resisting the temptation to do wrong. 
Nothing will destroy our respect for another 
sooner than being wrongly accused. 


UNoLE GEORGE. 
0 


Games for the Children. 


My Lapy’s Toitur.—Every person repre- 
sents some article of the toilet—comb, brush, 
soap, brooch, jewel-case—and the lady's maid 
stands in the middle of the circle and says, 
for instance, “My lady wants her brush!” 
The person representing the brush must im- 
mcdiately jump up or pay a forfeit for negli- 
gence. Once in a while the maid announces, 
“ My lady wants her whole toilet," when all 
the players must rise and change places. At 
this time the lady's maid herself endeavors to 
get a chair, and the person left without a 
chair must become the lady’s maid. | 


Iniration.—To play this game the players 
sit in a circle; one of them takes a cane in 
his right hand, and says: ‘‘ They can do little 
who cannot do this, this, this,” pounding the 
floor with the cane three times, as he says the 
last three words. He then passes the cane 
from his right to his left hand, and givs it to 
the next person, who is told to say and do ex- 
actly what his predecessor did. He may 
think the catch is in repeating the words or 
in pounding the floor a certain number of 
times, while it is in passing the cane to the 
left hand, and with the left handing it along. 
A forfeit must be paid for every mistake. 


OnornESTRA.—Select a conductor, who is to 
arrange the players in a semi-circle, each 
being assigned to play some imaginary instru- 
ment, and instructed how to play it. The 
conductor first calls on his orchestra to tune, 
and then, naming some lively air, begins to 
hum it, at the same time waving a baton, 
when all the players must join in, imitating 
by voice and gesture their instruments, 
as violin, harp, cornet, tenor horn, trombone, 
flute, piccolo, clarinet, double bass,- drum, 
cymbals, etc. Solos may be called for, and 
the person representing the instrument 
named must respond or pay a forfeit, as must 
all who fail to play when called on, or who 
break down by laughing. There are few 
games which afford more fun than this, if 
played in good spirits and in a lively manner. 

1 


Our Puzzle Box. 


1.—A COMPLEX KALEIDOSCOPIO CHARADE. 
Subject. 

Turn the kaleidoscope and, lo, 

What various changing figures slow ! 

They flash like Jightning into place, 

Or twinkle into newer grace. 

A few small bits of colored glass, 

Each piece a jagged, shapeless mass, 

Yet in this magic instrument 

All glories in one glory blent. 

And sucb'kaleidoscope I own, 

But I, instead of glass alone, 

Put in whatever thing I choose, 

And then enjoy the changing views. 

Now let us take a waterfall, 

Tho’ not of hair, as ladies call ; 


" 


Yet in its central-refluent tide 
A tapering roll of hair is spied. 
Now in this waterfall I mean, 
No hairy ‘‘ waterfall” is seen ; 
Once Zn the eye, alas, you'll find, 
Tis something that may make you blind. 
First View, ` 
But turn it now and then behold 
What wondrous visions thus unfold; 
A feline with nine lives prevails, 
A monster said to hav nine tails. 


Nine constellated stars next shine 

In southern skies with light benign, 

Whose name, a palindromic shrine, 

An altar we translate, define. 

The third is first, of heart bereft, 

Of little value all that’s left ; 

In fact its worth as plainly meant, 

repressed in full is just one cent. 
Second View. 

The instrument again we turn, 

No stars about an altar burn; 

But tail to tait, the first and second, 

A feline awl a rodent reckoned ; 

What need to tell what must ensue, 

The ¿hird expresses what they do. 
Third View, 

Again, reversely seen, behold 

A weight thats used for weighing gold ; 

Altho’ this weight is but four grains 

That southern altar it contains. 

Its first is known as ‘‘Charles’s wain,” 

That rodent, second, draws the train ; 

And thus the true charade* we find, 

A cart-load, cart and team combined ; 

But now the whole four grains delete 

That feline stands again complete. ` 

Irwin, Ia. J. K. P. BAKER. 


*Vide Webster. 


2.—REBUS. 


Ten words, the four last syllables of each 
in the center. 


3—REBUS. 


To what city in Massachusetts are these 


such | boys going with their boats ? 


oe 
Correspondence. 


. LAKE MarrLAND, FLA., March 7, 1886. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write you a few lines from the Sunny South. 
Papa takes Tne Trurn SEEKER. I read the 
Children’s Corner, and am delighted with it. 
I am eleven years old. I hava sister nine 
years old and a little brother one month old. 
I go toschool—am in the Fifth Reader. I 
study grammar, spelling, arithmetic, geogra- 
phy, dictation, exercises, and writing. Papa 
has a large orange grove; he lost about one 
thousand boxes of oranges this winter by the 
frost. We are east of Lake Maitland two 
miles, and one mile from Lake Howell, a 
beautiful sheet of water, two miles long and 
one mile and a half wide. There are five 
boats on the lake, and we catch lots of fish. 
We came from Illinois thirty months ago. 
We like Florida better than any place we ever 


lived in. Some winters I go barefoot all 
winter. I hope this letter gets in Tire Trurn 
Seeker. Please excuse mistakes and bad 
-writing. From your friend, 


. J. Gam Denning. 


West MoHenry, March 14, 1886. 
Miss Susan Wixon: I hav often read THE 
TRUTH SEEKER at grandpa’s for the last few 


pe 


years, and enjoyed the letters and stories of 
the Children’s Corner. This last year I hav 
been going to school to Mr. Vasey in the 
highest room in the public school of this vil- 
lage. For the past weck I hav been at home, 
as I hav had a bad cold, and we are moving 
to a farm which papa bought a year ago last 
summer. I hav never lived on a farm, and I 
am afraid it will be lonesome, though I hope 
not. Miss Wixon, I should like very much, if 
I see the next Truru SEEKER, to see this letter 
in print, if you think it will do. 
Your little friend, Graor STEVENS. 
P.S.—Answer to Puzzle No. 2: Dickens— 
Howitt—Burns! G. 8. 


GENEVA, Ner., March 7, 1886. 
Drar Miss WixoN: My papa has been tak- 
ing Tne Truru SEEKER for a good many 
years. I like to read the Children’s Corner, 
and think it is nice. Papa got me '' The 
Story Hour,” and I read stories to my 
mamma, and she likes them very much. I: 
like to go to school, but our school will be out 
next week. I will be sorry, but it will com- 
mence next Ápril. Iam eight years old, and 
I hav two sisters and one brother. Three of 
us go to school. If you like this letter, I will 
write again some time. 
Your little friend, Irena J. WurrzEL. 
Lronarb, Iowa, March 10, 1886. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write you a letter seeing all the boys and girls 
are writing to you. I goto school. “We hav 
three weeks more of school. I hava mile and 
a half to go to school. I study reading, 
arithmetic, spelling and geography. I am 
only twelve years old, and this is my first at- 
tempt in writing a letter for any paper. My 
father takes Tue Truru SELKER. I will hav 
to close for this time. Yours truly, 
E. S. LEONARD. 


Roswzrr, N. M., March 8, 1886. 

Dear Miss Wixow: I see many letters from 
little folks in the Corner, but none from this 
country, so I thought I would try and write 
one. I am a little girl just eight years old. 
I go to school and study reading, writing, 
arithmetic,and spelling. Iam going tostudy 
geography and history next winter. I hava 
gentleman teacher, and like him very much. 
Í hav a grandpa and grandma in this country. 
Grandpa takes Tux Trura SEEKER, has been 
taking it for a good many years; he thinks 
there is no paper as good as it, and would not 
do without it for anything. Dear Miss Wixon, 
Iam afraid I am making my letter too long, © 
so I will bring it toa close. As it is my first 
I am afraid it is not good enough to print, 
but I hope so. If it is, I will write again, and 
write about my little pets and my playmates. 
Well, good-bye. From your loving little 
friend. MAGGIE Ovarp. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. gor Ohren. and 
. ByS .Wixon. Without Super- 

Xon. The. “Only Ilustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children's Story-Book ever issued. 66 full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heavy 


toned paper, broad margins, uminated 
covers; 4to. 224 pp. bds,, $1.25, . 
Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 


the Rightway Almshouse, By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 

the Young Folks, By Miss Susan H, Wixon. 

Second edition, Price, $1.25, This very excel- 
lent work for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued at reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photograph of the author which adds very 
much to the value of the volurs. 


Blakeman’s 200 Poetical Riddles. 


Price; 20 cents. 
The Youth’s Liberal Guide. By 


Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M, Price; $1.00. This 
volume aims at the education of youth in the 
principles of Freethought, at the same time 
that it inculcates moral duties and human 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason and 
common sense. Address THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. i 


MARRIAGE. 


Wanted, a good young lady, nativly from a good 
family ; age between fifteen and twenty-five years ; 
must be a graduate from some good school; who 


| reads Tur TRUTH SrrkER. A merchant's daugh- 


rf the state of New York, especially in the 
tet a near the city of New York, would be prefer- 
able, Address A.D 

P.O. box No. 18. 
1t14 


Ingersoll’s Tributes. 


REOUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: 

The Vision of War, 
Tribute to his Brother, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Millers Grave. 

The price of these heretofore has been $1. We 
offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 
THE FOUR FOR FIFTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

33 Clinton Pl. New York. 


"HE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 


Price, 25 conta, 


. D. VEGA. 
Donaldsonville, La. 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


OALIFORNIA. ' 
. Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
; OANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., ''oronto. 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. C. Cappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
"ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 802 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 
MAINE. 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
Mills). , 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
MIOHIGAN. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
S. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. ` : 
Dr. Wolff, 620 North 5th street, St. Louis. 
Joseph L. Andrew, Liberal. 
NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YORK. . 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 
OHIO. 
N. Hexter, 308 Supenor street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
, OREGON. 
Wm. Chance, Astoria. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr. J. H. Rhodes, 315 North 10th st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila.. 
H. Clay Luse, Waynesburg. 
W. F. Schade, 8,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
TENNESSEE. 
Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 
` TEXAS. 
F. T. Colwick, Norse. | 
UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
D. F. Keeler, Park City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Take City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
VIRGINIA. 
Mrs. Ehnina D. Slenker, Snowville. 
ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. 


Mottoes fur Freethinkers, 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards, which we offer for sale. 'lhese mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the ** God-bless-our- 
home” placards which disfigure the walls of so 
many houses. 'They are printed on heavy card- 
board, 9 inches by 221-2, The motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gram of U. M. L. The following are the various 
readings: 


` THE LIVING HAY A RIGHT TO CONTROL 
THE WORLD. 


REASON IS THE LAMP OF THE MIND, 
THE ONLY TORCH OF PRQGRESS. 


THE TIME TO BE HAPPY IS NOW, 
AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY IS HERE. 


. NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE 
TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. 


THE WORLD IS MY COUNTRY; 
TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION. 

The price of cach of the foregoing is 25 cents. 

For Freethought societies there is a large card 
32 x 16 inches; printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading, containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms, of Liberal societies. Price, 30 
cents. Any of these will be sent postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Pl., New York City. 


A NEWPAMPHLET.—JUST OUT. 


ABAMI AND HEVA, 
BY 8. P. PUTMAM. 


A poetic version of the Indian Story of the Gar- 
den of Eden, in which its superiority to the muti- 
lated copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. 

PRICE, 10 CENTS. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


Price, Twenty-Five Cents. 


THE 


TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 


— AND— 


FREETMINKERS' ALMANAC 


—C#ESE.OY 


(E. M. 


280.) 


WITH THIRTY PORTRAITS OF DISTINGUISHED EUROPEAN FREE- 
` THINKERS, SCIENTISTS, AND PHILOSOPHERS, AND 
NUMEROUS OTHER ILLUSTRATIONS. 


be ———— 
CONTENTS. 
PAGE PAGE 
Calendar for 1886, © e œ >» 5 | The Iron Virgin, - + - - - 77 
Freethoughtin the United States, 1885, 17 Religious Divisions of the World, 82 
How the Church Filches from the " Paine Memorial Hall. (Illustrated), 83 
ate MEM LL 
: " The Story of 1885 =- = = = 84 
i i Church id 
Lani ENS. x REN E 2 Immigration to the U. S. 1820-1884, 87 
he ene ton 9 ! : $ Freethought in Australia, - -. 88 
Chaplains in our Army and Navy, 32 : , 
- : Freethought on the Continent, - 92 
The Higher Life. By Courtlandt Palmer, 34 A 
- Subjects of Illustration, - - - 95 
My Dream. By Samuel P. Putnam, 37 
A ; Freethought Journals, - - 100 
The American Secular Union, - - 40 yin Disomiudtids i eds 
Statistics ofour Foreign-born Population,49 e dus A a Paint k i 
The Curate of Churnside. (Selected Story.) | Atea and Value of Farms, - 3 
By Jas. Payne, - -* - - 50 Population of Large Cities, - - 103 
How Voltaire Died. By the Editor, 64 | Liberal Lecturers, - =- =- -~ 104 
ILLUSTRATIONS. 
Lick Observatory, Saladin, Edward Gibbon, Goethe, | 
Girard College, Philadelphia,| Annie Besant, > Max Muller, Rohert Burns, 
Freethought Hall, Waco, Mary Wollstonecrafi, | Thos. Huxley, Richard Carlile, 
Texas (Interior view), G. W. Foote, Voltaire, — Herbert Spencer, 
Freethought Hall, Waco Austin Holyoake, Chas. Darwin, Castelar, 
Texas (Exterior View), J. S. Mill, Rousseau, Bradlaugh, 
The Tent, George Eliot, Humboldt, Chas. A. Watts, 
Iron Virgin, Geo. Standring, Byron, J. A. Froude, 
Paine Hall, Ernst Haeckel, Shelley, John Tyndall. 
Moncure D, Conway, Auguste Comte, David Hume, 
—— M ——— 
NEW YORK: 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
33 CLINTON PLACE. 


FLORIDA. 


WANTED.—A man and woman, together or sep- 
arately, to join the undersigned—one in a fruit 
nursery, the other in an egg and poultry business; 
both branches being already established. 

A small capital (200 to 500 dollars) desirable. 
Address MARY A. VORE, 

Palatka, Fla. 


Nablath-Breakine. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG, 


Author of “False Claims,”  * Bible 
Morals,” Ete. 


4t13 


The best and most thorough work ever written 
on the Sunday Question from & rational point of 
view. SUE 


Large and Handsome Print. 


SINGLE Corizs, - - 
Six Copizs, - - - 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
: 83 Clinton Place, New York. 


THE 
SHAKER EYE and EAR BALSAM. 


SIXTY YEARS’ INVARIABLE SUCCESS. 

Best known remedy for all afflictions of these or- 
gans. WEAK EYES, WEAK EARS, DEAFNESS, 
and CATARRHAL AFFECTIONS immediately 
reached, FAILING SIGHT prevented. ROAR- 
ING OR DRUMMING OF EARS will cease. 
box tells the whole story. | 
Price by mail, 30 cents. 

G. A. LOMAS, Shakers, N. Y. 


pegs Hosts 


E 


25 cents. 
$1.00. 


One 


—_— app A EH PLANS 
* * * This marvelous house has been built more than 
PG) tines from our pans; Uisso well planned that it affords 
"npble room even for a large family. Ist. fl or shown 
aboves on 2d Noor are 4 bed rooms and in attic 2 more. 
Plenty of Clasets. The whole warmed by one chimney. 

Large illustrations and full description of the above 
as well as of 39 other houses, ranging in cost from $400 up 
to $6,500, may be found in 'SuoPPELL'S MODERN LOW- 
Cost? HovsES,? a large quarto pamphlet, showing also 
how to select sites, get loans, &c. Sent postpaid on re- 
ceiptof50c. Stamps taken, or send $1 bill and we willre. 
turnthechange. Address, BUILDING PLAN ASSOCIATION, 

Mention this Paper.) 24 Beekman St., (Box 2702,) N. Y. 


BacondiShaksper 


PROOF THAT 
WILLIAM SHAKSPERE 
Could Not Write, 


THE SONNETS 
written by 
FRANCIS BACON 
to the 
EARL OF ESSEX AND HIS BRIDE, A.D., 1590. 


BACON 
Patefactus Poeta Occultatus 
“IGNOTO” 

A.D. 1589-1600. 


By WM. HENRY BURR, 


Price, 25 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Pl., New York. 


REPLY 
. TO REY. L. A. LAMBERT'S 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL’ 


By B. W. Lacy. 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priets's 
sophistry, unfairness, and histor- 
ical misstatement. 
Pric. Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 Cents : 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


KERSEY GRAVES'S WORKS. 
Sixteen Saviors or None. By Ker- 


SEY Graves, auther of the World's Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors; The Bible of Bibles, and 
Biography of Satan. Paper, 75 cents; cloth, $1. 
Bible of. Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelations, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thousand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, ‘religion, and general events. Also a 
delineation of the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of their doctrins. Price, $2. 


Biography of Satau; or, a Historical 


Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 35 cents. ; 


T : 
The World's Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 
origin of all the doctrines, principles, precepts, 
miracles of the Christian New Testament, 

and furnishing & key for unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 
history of sixteen oriental crucified gods. $2. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


S. P. Putnam’s Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 

can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts, 

* A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 

and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 

last with the living spirit of to-day."—John 
Swintows Paper. 

“The 


Golden Throne, a Romance. 
author certainly has genius, The divine crea- 
tiv spark is within him. The bookisfilled with | 
manly thoughts, expressed in manly words— 
the transcript of amanly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ "—INGERSOLL. $1. 


Ingersoll aud Jesus. <A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
tidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them, Price, 10 cts. . , 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty."—Dn. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 


other Agnostic Poems. _ Price, 10 cts. 
For ali of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


Charles Wattss Works. 


The History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and lettered. Price, $1.25. CONTENTS : 
Section I. Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section ll. What it 
Owes to Mohammedanism, Section III. Free- 
thought Martyrs and Confessors. Section IV. 
Freethought in Contlict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Bec- 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


The American Secular Union; its 
Necessity, and the Justice of its Nine Demands, 
(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll.) 
82 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Secularism; Destruetiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Christian Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh. , Con- 
tents : The Origin of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 7 cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are published at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS EACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible: Freethought an, 
Modern Progress ; Ohristianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of ecu- 
larism; Science and Bible | Antagonistic ; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. Yor all of 
the aboye works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, 33 Clinton Place, Néw York. 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS, _ 
The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonne 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 


Family Creeds, By William McDon- 
nel, anthor of “Exeter Hall.” Price, cloth, 
$1.25; paper, 75 cents. 


Exeter Hall. “One of the most excit- 
ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404 pages. $1.25. 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story. From the London edition. By 


Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 
30 cents. 
By 


All in a Lifetime. A Romance. 
Miss Susan H. Wixon. '*The great charm of 
this novelis its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 
pect to find, in such a marked degree, even 
from so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose briliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks." Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


~~ These Books are well Recommended. 


PLEASE ORDER ELMINA’S BOOKS OF 
ELMINA. 

Four Infidel Novels useful for Missionary Work : 

“John’s Way? shows the superiority of Infidel 
training in raising a family, 15 cents. 

“The Darwins? describes an Infidel family and 
givs.good arguments for our side as well as 
good moral lessons. 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents, 

The Clergyman’s Victims,” or Preachers’ Pranks. 
25 cents. 

“ The Infidel School Teacher” converts her pious 
lover, and the same arguments will convert 
your pious friends. 20 cents, “The Hand- 
soniest Woman,” inclosed in the same volume. 

Stamps gladly taken. Address 

4t10 ELMINA D. SLENKER, Snowville, Va. 


LITHOGRAPHS i 
CHARLES DARWIN. 


Admirers of the Great Naturalist, and practically 
the father of Evolution, will be glad_ to know that 
we hav a fine lithograph of him for sale—size 
18x24 inches on heavy plate paper. Framed, the 
picture will make a splendid ornament for the 
parlors of Freethinkers. Price, 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Pl., New York. 


TRAVELS iN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


Cloth, $1.35. For Sale at this Office. 
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Poetry. 


The End of the Gods. 


Thou hast conquered, O pale Galilean; the world 
has grown gray from:thy breath ; 

We hav drunken of things Lethean, and fed on the 
fulness of death. 

Laurel i is green for a season, and loveissweet fora 
day 

But love grows bitter with treason, and laurel out- 
lvs not May. 

Sleep, shall we sleep after all? for the world is not 
sweet 1n the end; 

_For the old faiths loosen and fall, the new years 
ruin and rend. . 

Fate is a sea without shore, and the soul is a rock 
that abides ; 

But her ears are vexed with the roar and her face 
with the foam of the.tides. . 

O lips that the live blood faints in, the leavings of 

. racks and rods! 

O ghastly glories of saints, dead limbs of gibbeted 
gods! 

Though all men abase them before you in spirit, 
and all knees bend, 

I kneel not, neither adore you, but standing, look 
to the end. 


Will ye bridle the deep sea with reins, will ye chas- 
ten the high sea with rods? 
Will ye take her to chain her with chains, who is 
older than all ye gods? 
_All ye as a wind shall go by, as a fire shall ye pass 
and be past; 
Ye are gods, and behold, ye shall die, and the 
waves be upon you at last. 
In the darkness of time, in the deeps of the years, 
in the changes of things, 
Ye shall sleep as a slain man sleeps; and the world 
shall forget you for kings. 
Though the feet of thine high priests tread where 
thy lords and our forefathers trod, 
Though these that were gods are dead, and thou 
being dead art a god, 
Though before thee the throned Cytherean be 
fallen, and hidden her head, 
Yet thy kingdom shall pass, Galilean, thy dead 
shall go down to thee dead. 
Of the maiden thy mother men sing as a goddess 
with grace clad around ; 
Thou art throned where another was king ; dhere 
another was queen she is crowned. 
Yea, once we had sight of another : but now she is 
queen, say these. 
Not as thine, not as thine, was our mother—a blos- 
som of flowering seas, 
Olothed round with the world's desire as with rai- 
ment, and fair as the foam, 
And fleeter than kindled fire, and a goddess, and 
mother of Rome. 
For thine came pale ‘and a maiden, and sister to 
sorrow ; but ours, 
Her deep hair heavily laden with odor and color of 
flowers, - 
White rose of the rose-white water, a silver splen- 
dor, a flame, 
Bent down unto us that besought her, and earth 
grew sweet with her name. 
For thine came weeping, a slave among slaves, 
and rejected; but she 
Came flushed from the full-flushed -wave, and im- 
perial, her foot on the sea, 
And the wonderful waters knew her, the winds 
and the viewless ways, 
And the roses grew rosier, and bluer the sea-blue 
streams of the bays. 


Ye are fallen, our lords, by what token? We wist 


that ye should not fall. . 

Ye were all so fair that are broken; and one more 

fair than ye all. 

But I turn to her still, having seen she shall surely 
abide in the end; 

Goddess, and maiden, and queen, be near me now 
and befriend. r 

O daughter of earth, of my mother, her crown and 
blossom of birth, 

Y am also, I also thy brother; ; Igo as I came unto 
earth, 


Thou art more than the gods who number the days 
of our temporal breath ; 

For these giv labor and slumber, but thou, Pros- 
erpina, death. 

Therefore now at thy feet I abide for a season in 
silence. I know 

I shall die as my fathers died, and sleep as they 
sleep ; even 80. 

For the glass of the years is brittle wherein we 
gaze for a span; 

A little soul for a little bears up this corpse which 
is man. : 

So long I endure, no longer ; and laugh not again, 
neither weep. 

For there is no god found stronger than death ; 
and death is a sleep. 

—Swindurne, in Hymn to Proserpine. 


—— — —9—9-99——— ———— 
How a New Convert Felt. 


I had heard it preached all my life that only 
a few feet really enter the ‘‘ narrow way,” and 
that it was very easy to be deceived as to the 
genuinness of one’s experience. A great fear 
took possession of me. I doubted the reality 
of my supposed change of heàrt. Then for 
weeks I went through ** deep waters of afflic- 
tion ” such as I hope few children ever know. 
Being only thirteen years old, I was indeed a 
child for the bearing of such a burden of sor- 
row. My only peace was ina few hours of 
troubled. sleep. Parents, brothers, friends, 
ministers, tried in vain to comfort me. I 
spent my time in praying, in reading the Bi- 
ble, and in all ways seeking for one ray of 
light. Night after night I cried myself asleep, 
and awoke in the darkness only to get up and 
kneel by my bedside over and over again in 
prayers which, like the Psalmist’s, were 


** strong crying and tears.” 
lief. But, as weeks went by, my melancholy 
gradually wore away. I came at last to hope 
once more, but never with the joy of such 
complete assurance as others told about. I 
think my tardy peace was a half despair of 
doing anything more. And I came to feel 


that if God did not save me I could not help . 


it. 
* * * »* * 

After awhile I found I was being regarded 
as unsound on many vital points. Complaints 
began to be made, not so much on account of 
what I preached as because there were cer- 
tain things I did not preach. I had become 
an earnest student of science; and whispers 
began to reach me that I was coming to be 
looked on with suspicion, from the fact of 
having so large a number of scientific books 
in my library. About this time I was ap- 
pointed to read an essay before our association 
of churches and ministers on the subject of 
Darwinism. And as Balaam, when called 
by the Moabitish king to curse the children of 
Israel, disappointed his employer by pro- 
nouncing a blessing instead, so I disappointed 
and scandalized the church authorities by de- 
claring my conviction that this new, ridiculed, 
and. hated doctrin was the very truth of God. 
I had not indeed as yet outgrown the recon- 
ciliation folly, so I tried hard to think that 


that Genesis and the ‘Origin of Species” 


might lie side by side and in peace together 
ona minister's study table. But I was not long 
in seeing that the fall and the ascent of man 
could hardly both be true. I tried indeed to 
believe that a miraculous Christ and a super- 
natural redemption might still be retained, 
though I had surrendered all faith in the sup- 
posed fact which constituted the, only reason 
for their existence. But I soon became con- 
vinced that when evolution came in at the 
door the whole orthodox *' plan of salvation” 
must go out at the window. I learned the 
fundamental and universal.truth that every 
theological system springs out of and takes 
shape in accord with some cosmology or 
scheme of things. If, therefore, the new 
revelations of science were true, I felt sure 
that evangelical Christianity could not be 
true. For science was telling us of a new 
universe, in which the fundamental concep- 
tions of the nature of God, the nature of man, 
and their mutual relations were being radi- 
cally reconstructed. If, instead of a perfect 
creation followed by a catastrophe, which 
called for a scheme of redemption by way of 
recovery, there had been a gradual and 
orderly evolution from the first under the 
guidance of an all-wise power, thenthere was 
meither necessity nor place for any of the 
cardinal points of the old faith—M. J. 
Savage in The Forum. 


Book Notices. . 


Soora WEALTH: The Sole Factors and Exact 
Ratios in its Acquirement and Apportion- 
ment. By J. K. Ingalls. New York: The 
Truth Seeker Co., 33 Clinton Pl. Price $1. 
The author of this work tells his readers 

that he can remember when the first railroad 
was built in this country. We happen to 
know that he was one of that famous “Old 
Guard,” who, back in the Forties, sturdily 
contended for free land for all. He has, then, 
had rare opportunities for observing the de- 
velopment of our social conditions, enlight- 
ened, as he was, so many years ago as to first 
principles with respect to creating and dis- 
tributing social wealth. 

In form the volume is a series of essays 
written with the purpose of “ directing in- 
quiry to questions intimately related to all 
human life and employment.”. That is, the 
argument of the author is directed toward 
points of investigation which often escape the 
economist, but which, when settled, serve to 
clear away the rest. In the performance of 
his task, he makes a brief review of economic 
schools, their origin and growth; traces the 
rise and growth of capitalism, and analyzes 
those sources. of unearned increase—profit, 
interest, and rent. Chapters follow on the 
conservation of wealth, tools, and improved 
machinery, the nature of wages, land owner- 
ship, etc., with an exposition of the law of 
contracts, and of the relations of money and 
credit to production and exchange. The 
closing chapters of the book relate to pro- 
posed remedies, reforms, and suggestions to 
legislators. 

In summing up his conclusions, the author 
says: ‘‘ Labor divorced from or disinherited 
of the lard is only an abstraction without 
productiv power;" and “Land without the 
application of labor is unproductiv of eco- 
nomic values." ‘‘The whole device of income 
without work is fraudulent, and without the 
least justification in ethics or economics.” 


Still I got no re- 


Therein is seen the drift of the book. Here 
and there in its pages are striking passages; 
and here are some of the pithy sentences: 
** Forced competitorship is only fully realized 
at the very bottom of the industrial scale.” 
* From conquests with bludgeons, swords, 
and spears, as in the earlier ages, civilism has 
inaugurated a war of cunning and fraud, 
whose weapons are technical terms, shrewd 
devices, class legislation, and forms of law 
recognizing no rights as supreme but those 
of property &nd the law of the market." 
“ The false merchant works for profits, and is 
not a coóperator in the social industry, but a 
despoiler and tribute-gatherer." ‘ The quick- 
witted child early becomes a very ‘prince of 
economists. To get something for nothing 
becomes a habit and a cultus, which, as a 
man grows in years, he tries to reduce to an 
art. If by shrewd device or subtle pretense 
he can wholly escape work, and saddle the 
expense of life upon others, he learns that, 
under the teachings of our ‘exact economy’ 
and ‘reformed theology,’ he will be entitled 
to social distinction and respect, and to hav 
his* position defended by learned professor 
and titled dignitary, both secular and relig- 
ious.” 

Mr. Ingalls’s book will stimulate thought.— 
John Swinton’s, Paper. 


THE ORDER or Creation, the Conflict between 
Genesis and Geology. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. New York: The Truth 
Seeker Company. 

Under this title those essays hav been re- 
published which hav appeared in the Nine- 
teenth Century in the discussion between Mr. 
Gladstone and those distinguished author- 
ities who deny that Genesis contains a divine 
revelation and that the assertion made therein 
can be reconciled to the accepted facts of 
science. The first essay, ‘‘ Dawn of Creation 
and of Worship,” by W. E. Gladstone, was 
called forth by the ‘“ Prolégomènes de P'His- 
torie des Religiones,” of Dr. Réville in which 
Mr. Gladstone is made the representativ of 
those who find warrant for a belief in a prim- 
itiv revelation in the scriptures. Mr. Glad- 
stone, with his truly wonderful command of 
English, attempts to show the connection be- 
tween the Hebrew traditions of Genesis and 
the Olympian mythology of Homer, and to 
prove that there is a divine revelation con- 
tained in Genesis I. 
Interpreters of Genesis and the Interpreters 
of Nature,” is by Professor Huxley, who 
deals with the proof which Mr. Gladstone 
draws from science in support of his theory 


in such a manner that Mr. Gladstone is obliged | 


in his second article to modify many of his 
statements, and change some of the argument 
which he sets forth in his first. In the third 
article, ‘‘ Postscript to Solar Myths,” Prof. 
Max Müller deals rather severely. with the 
mythological and etymological arguments of 
Mr. Gladstone.. Mr. Gladstone in & second 
essay, entitled, **Proem to Genesis; a Plea 
for a Fair Trial," defines more exactly his po- 
sition in the discussion, and defends it with 
great plausibility. Dr. Réville in the fifth 
article, ** Dawn of Creation," states with great 
clearness and defends with much force his 
views on the book of Genesis, and hisopinions 
about the mythology of Homer. Professor 
Huxley follows with a very able article, en- 
titled, ** Mr. Gladstone and Genesis," in which 
he attempts to dispose of Mr. Gladstone's 
‘modified, as effectually as of his original argu- 
ments, at least these which he based on scien- 
tific discoveries. The last article, “A Protest 
and a Plea,” by E. Lynn Linton, is a very 
skilful defense of the position which the 
Agnostic occupies, and a powerful plea for 
the belief which she herself holds. However 
we may condemn many of the publications of 
the Truth Seeker Co., we must thank them 
for the convienent form in which they hav 
given us these essays, as they present in very 
accessible form arguments with which every 
one should be familiar.— The Princetonian 
(Presbyterian College Paper). 


She Shocked the Divine. ` 

A prominent divine was the invited guest 
of Mr. B. and family. Miss Alice, the charm- 
ing daughter of the host, was gracing the fes- 
tivity, and said impulsivly : 

“ Oh, mother, I’ve been roasting up in my 
room all afternoon. It’s hotter than—” 

‘ Alice!" said the father, sternly. 

“I say it’s hotter than—” 

** Alice!” gaid the mother, excitedly, and 
the divine looked at her in alarm. 

**] say it’s hotter than I ever saw it before,” 


continued the young lady coolly, **and I just 
sat there without a thing on—” 

«Oh, Alice!” said her father, in alarm. 
This time the divine was thoroughly fright- 
ened, 


The second essay, “The f 


** [ just sat there without a thing on—" 
** Oh, Alice!" said the mother, almost cry ` 


ing 

E Isay I just sat there," continued the girl, 
not noticing the interruption; ‘‘I just sat ` 
there without a thing on except my very light- 
est summer clothing, and read my Bible all 
the afternoon. Will you hav some more soup, 
doctor ?°—imira Gazette. 
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The POCKET ATLAS OF THE WORLD con- 
tains 128 pages. Six pages are given to title, index,. 
etc.; 65 pages are full-paged colored maps, 'and 57 

gon are reading matter, colored diagrams, etc. 
he book is- Dow. throughout, everything being 
made expressly for, it., The binding is flexible 
Leatherette—an imitation of Russia; gold side 
stamp, round corners, and red edges. 

Sent by mail to any address upon receipt of 
50 cents by p 
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AGNOSTIC ? ANN UAL 


FOR 1886. 


CHAS. A. WATTS, Editor. 
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TRUTH: 


A Poem in Three Parts. 
BY E. N. KINGSLEY, Truth Finder, 


After, by Charles 
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Price, 25 cents, THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
38 Clinton Place, New York. . 


UNIVERSAL HISTORY 


HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS 
AND FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. 


By Prof. H. M. Cottinger, A.M. 


This book is just what the bus world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of history from 2,000 
years B.O. on up to 1883, all in a nutshell.—z- 
mina Stenker. 

As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place; in the family it would be no 
less important, as conveying information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan Wion, - . 

Mr. Cottinger's intentions in 4vriting this book | 
are excellent, and his standpc nt admirable, It 
may be commended as fi its purpose of a 
concise and interesting historical text-book. — 
Milwaukee Sentinel. 

Price, Cloth, $1.50. 
For Schools, in Quantities, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TOT AIRE $ ROMANCES. 


CONTENTS : 

The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.—Zadig ; 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princess 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowns. 
Huron; Ors the Pupil of Nature. me ge rm — 
The World as it Goes.—The Black and the White. - 
—Memnom the Philoso her.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Stud. i Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—P. lato's Dream.—A Pleasure in: 
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Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid aper, a With 67 
engravings. Price, cloth, bevele oards, $9.00, 
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The Christian Religion. By R. € 
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George F. Fisher. Paper,.50 cents; cloth, $1: 
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10 cents, $1.00 per doz. post paid. , Printed i 
large, clear type, and containing’ às much £ 
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Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers t 


a Number of Vital Questions Propounded b 
the editor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents; t 
cents per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $ 
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., thinkers, i P UMP Da 
Vindication of Thomas Paine fron 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rok 


ert G. Ingersoll. .Price; 10 cents. ` 


Address on the Civil Rights Bill 


Large size octavo, paper, 15 cents. 


Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 
ound in one volume, To meet the deman 
' for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has:ha 
. all his lectures, except the latest on ‘ Orthc 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in ha! 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,3 
pages, which is sold at the’ exceedingly lo 

price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 


Tributes. There hav been so.mam 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s “Tribute t 

8 Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “Graz 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address ovt 
“Little Harry Miller's Grave,” that they hs 
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The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and 


‘Ingersoll. . Cabinet size; true +o 
life, price $1.50 each. Every admirer uf these 
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Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 


Superb photographs, 22x98, $5; panel, 103¢x17 

$3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents; card, oe cts. 
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J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 


Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen. Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 


The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, : 


showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Ci tion; the 
Churcb and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty ; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the -Temperance Reform; the 
Church and the Republic. . 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Boriptare : Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating: eft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o. 
Conquest and Extermination; Despotism; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery ; Polygamy ; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. . Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 
and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath ; Examination of 
Sun ay Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws. Price; % cents; six copies, $1.00. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
b cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts. 


The Apostle of Re- 


ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the stor 
of the Author-Hero's life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
Gicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. Choice extracts from ** Common Sense,” 
** American Crisis,” *Rightsof Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine's 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
. Written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 


cloth, 75 cents. 
The Apostle of Liberty. An address 


delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers’ Convention, January 29, 1884. Price, 
10 cents, 
' For all the above works address 
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The Perpetual Calendar. 


Working the Year of Science , 
And the Common Computationa, 


An Almanac Forever. 


Showing the day of the week for any day of the 
month for all time past and present and to come, 
&nd other useful information. Price, 40 cents; 
three for $1. 
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In connection with another firm we have just published Helen H. Gardener’s first volume. 
Helen H. Gardener was first introduced to the public by Col. Ingersoll, since when she has 
won & place in the hearts of all Freethinkers by her ability, and by the brilliancy of her lect- 


ures. The contents of the volume are: ` 


MEN, WOMEN, AND GODS: Introductory; 
Accident Insurance; Chiefly Women; Why 
Women Support It; What It Teaches; From 
Moses to Paul; The Fruit of the Tree of Knowl- 
edge; Knowledge Not a Crime; As Much In- 
spired as Any of It. 

VICARIOUS ATONEMENT: Fear; Beginniug 
to Think; Creeds; Self-Control What We Need; 
Viearious Atonement Not a Christian Inven- 
tion; Twin Monsters from Intellectual Pig-| Friend, Morals). 


Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 Cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 
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Exact Ratios in Its Acquirement and Apportionment, 


By J. K. INGALLS 
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THE FUTURE REPUBLIC OF NORTH AMERICA. 
BY A CAPITALIST. 


A Book Advocating Associate Life as a Remedy for Poverty, Vice, and Crime. It deals with f 


the present conditions of society in this country, pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 
it is almost impossible that the people should be other than poor and vicious under our present sys- 
tem. The remedy, the author thinks, is in communal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of the 
future Republic of North America, as it will be when society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously and interestingly written. 

Contents: The titles of some of- the chapters are: Present Externa: Appearance of Our Re- 
public; Government and Laws; Finance; Public Improvements; Production and Distribution; 
Education; Morality and Religion; Marriage and Divorce; Life in the New Republic; Life in the 
Existing Republic; Examination of the Objections to Communism; Methods Proposed for the 
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RUPTURES CURED 


myMedical Compound and Improved 
lastic Supporter Truss in from 30 to 
99 days. Reliable references given. Send 
stamp for circular, and say in what paper 
you saw my advertisement. Address fart. 


W. A. Collings, Smithville Jefferson Co. N, 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 
vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions, 
with numerous references and citations, that 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
of otter propositions in the same book. Price 

- 25 cents. 


mies; Geographical Religion; Revelation; Evi- 
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ermanently by an outside Spe cation in sixty 
Bays. NO STOMACH MEDICIN USED. | Itis one 
of Dr. Fellows’ valuable discoveries, which is en- 
tirely unknown to the medical profession. It is 
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not a catch-penny get up, such a8 a pad, belt, pas- ' 


tile, nor magnetic appliance, but simply a medi- 
cin to be applied externally on the parts affected, 
which cures by absorption. Send five 2-cent stamps 
for his ‘ Private Counselor,” giving ful informa- 
tion. Address Dr. R. P. Fellows, Vineland, N. J., 
and say where you saw this advertisment, 


N. B.—Dr, Fellows begs leave to say that he is 
an Infidel of the most pronounced character. Bro. 
Liberals, your patronage is solicited. 
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SUBJECTS : 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
some 12mo volume of neany 1,000 pages, fully 
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SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
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SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth 
volume of “Science in Story.") 50 cents. 


HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re-- 


cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages. 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam- 
phlets). By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
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ages, cloth, 75 cents; The Law of Heredity,” by 
I. H? Marsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 
Human Temperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; * Generation before Regen- 
eration,” by Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; “ Re- 
ports of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
1882," 10 cents; “Third Annual Convention of the 
Institute of Heredity, May 29, 1883,” 10 cents. 

ddress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Theil Analy | 


John R. Kelso, A.M. 


CONTENTS : 

The Old Testament.—The New Testament.—The 
Creation.—The Deluge.—The Exodus.—The Mira- 
cles cf the Bible.—The Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Bible.—The 
Heaven and Hell of the Bible—The Sabbath of 
the Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 


Savior. X 
Crown octavo, 833 Pp. , Splendidly executed. Sent 
by mail, post paid. Price, $3.00. - 


The Secret of the East; 


OR, 
The Origin of the Christian Religion 
and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


Price, $1.00. For sale at this office. 


Tux persecution of the Quakers by the Protest- 
ants forms one of the saddest chapters in the vol- 
ume of ecclesiastical crime. That a quiet, peace- 
able, honest, inoffensiv sect, no matter how 
strong their delusion, should be subjected to the in- 
fernal rule of bigoted Christians is a reproach 
upon the manhood of the world, and the perpetra- 
tors of the outrage cannot be denounced in too 
strong terms.—D, M. Bennett. 


ANOTHER virtue, the example of which has passed 
strongly into me, was my father's settled, placid: 
indifference to the clamors or the murmurs of pub- 
lic opinion. For the judgment of those that had 
no right or power to judge him he seemed simply 
to care nothing at all. He very rarely spoke of 
despising such things, He contented himself with 
altogether disregarding them. Hollow babble it 
was for him. There was something truly great in 
this. The very perfection of it hid from you the 
extent of the attainment.—Carlyle’s Reminiscences. 

Facilis descensus aveni, etc. (Virgil). Enter ye in 
at the strait gate, for wide.is the gate and broad 
is the way that leadeth to destruction, and many 
there be which go in thereat: Because strait- is 
the gate and narrow is the way which leadeth 
unto life, and, few there be that find it.—Matt, vit, 
18, 14. 

Tux journey down to the abyss 

Is prosperous and light; 
'The palace-gates of gloomy Dis 

Stand open day and night 
But upward to retrace the way; 
And pass into the light of day; 
Then comes the stress of labor—this 

May task a hero’s might. 

—Coningtows Virgil. 

Tur true Agnostic is one who says: “I do not 
know and do not believe that I can know God;” 
but he does not say; "There is no God.” That 
kind of talk is the counterpart of the orthodox 
bigotry that says: *I know all about God, and 
you'll be damned if you don’t believe what I tell 
you!” Both positions are illogical and wrong. 
The only honest, modest, true, and tenable ground 
is that of the man who admits, as the evolutionist 
does, that there is a persistent force, a permanent 
reality, an inscrutable mystery, an unknown and 
unknowable power, behind or in phenomena that 
‘we cannot comprehend, and there leaves it, and 
waits and works patiently andin trust for more 
light and vaster knowledge.—Anon. 


THEN shall he say also unto them on the left 
hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting 
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels (Matt. 
xxv, 41). God istleased often to appeal to men for 
the justice of all his ways; and therefore no such 
doctrin ought to be admitted, that carries in it an 
idea of cruelty beyond what the blackest tyrants 
hav ever invented.—Burnetts Thirty-nine Articles. 


Do not try to reason, or you are.lost.—Moody, the 
Evangelist, 

Reason must be our last guide and judge in 
everything.—Locke, the Philosopher, 


NorniNG can be consistent which has not reason 
for its foundation.—Cicero, the Heathen. 

HEAR now my reasoning, and hearken to the 
pleadings of my lips.—Job, the Patriarch. 

Reason is the only faculty we hav wherewith to 
judge concerning anything.—2utler, the divine. 

Reason is the supreme authority, and there isno 
appeal from its decisions.—J. M. Wise, the Jewish 
Rabbi. 


IN deep questions, where great names militate 


against each other, an appeal to authority only 
thickens the confusion.—Burke, 


Odds and Ends. - 


Troy Parishioner: And so you don’t like this 
place? Rector: No, I can’t say I do, exactly. I 
don’t find the right field here forme. Parishioner : 


Blue Byes: I havn't much: put away, either. ‘I 


-| bought-a parasol yesterday; that ruined me for 


Right-field?. We'll be very sorry to losè:you; but if : 


you must go, they’re looking for a right fielder at 
Albany. 


Sam Jones says: “ * The best man in Chicago is 
the man who spends the most of his time on his 
knees. I don’t care who he is.” The man that 
makes a business of putting down carpets would 
appear to haya pretty sure thing on eternal glory. 
—Gazetteer. 


THERE are 1,400,000,000 people living on- the 
planet which we inhabit, and yet there is now and 
then a man who wonders what the rest of us will 
do when he dies. There are People in “society” 
who honestly think that all the world closes its 
eyes when our set lies down to sleep. There are 
men who fear to act according to their own con- 
victions, because perhaps ten persons in a crowd 
of 1,400,000.000 willlaugh at them. Why,if aman 
could only realize every moment what a bustling, 
busy, fussy, important little atom he is in all 
this great ant-hill of fussy, important little atoms, 
every day he would regard himself less, and think 
still less of the other moleculesin the corral, 


THE LADIES’ LENT. 


ScEnE.—Sixth avenue street car, Dramatis PER- 
SONÆ.—Black Eyes and Blue Eyes. 


Black Eyes: Why, how do you do? I havwt 
8een you since Lent began. 

Blue Eyes: No; Im awfully busy—church 
every day, and— 

Black Eyes : Church all day; you mean. I go to 
early communion and—— 

Blue Eyes: Oh, youre High; we're Low, you 
know; but—— 

Black Eyes: Yes, I’m high; besides, Mr. Credo, 


_ the curate, does early service — 


Blue Eyes: Oh, I've seen him. He's awfully 
handsome, Our rector has no assistant, and he's 
an old married man. It’s too stupid. 

Black Eyes: How you talk!- I just love to go to 
church. The five o'clock service is perfectly lovely. 
I’m so glad Lent has come.^ 

Blue Eyes: So am I. I was all tired out. 

Black Eyes: I was, too. I resorted to every- 
thing, the last two or three weeks before Ash 
Wednesday; kept up on quinine and beef-tea—— 

Blue Eyes: Did you? Itook massage treatment. 


` And I hadn't a rag left to wear. 


Black Eyes: Nor I, positivly. Mr. Standround 
marries Molly Wallflower soon, I hear. 

Blue Eyes: Yes; I’m to stand with her. Such a 
bore! We can’t any of us go decollete, 

Black Eyes : Why not. 


Blue Eyes: Because Nell Needle, the maid of 


honor, is so scrawny, she won’t. 
Black Eyes: She can't, you mean. 
you given up this Lent? 
Blue Eyes: Novels; my eyes are very weak. 
Black Eyes: I hav given up meat, Mama bas to 


What hav 


hav chicken, or fish, or a bit of terrapin every |. 


meal for me, : 

Blue Eyes: You are brave. 
lovely satines at Blank's? 

Black Eyes: No. -I'm going shopping this after- 
noon before church. 

Blue Eyes: They're too pretty. Mamma and I 
selected six. We always get such summer dresses 
out of the way in Lent. Are you saving Easter- 
money? 

Black Eyes: I expect to begin right away. I’m 
embroidering a cashmere for Easter Sunday, and 
and it takes all my packet-money to buy the silk 
and beads, 


Hav you seen those 


this week. Eighteen dollars. 

: Black Eyes: I must see it. 
want us to dress much this year—is trying to get 
the young ladies to get the example of quiet Eas- 
ter toilets. 

Blue Eyes: How odd! Faney Faster, though, 
without a new dress. 

Black Eyes: Ah, I shall hav a new one, but 
nothing striking. It’s a dove-gray silk, The 
front breadth is solid work, studded with cut 
steel beads. Iam embroidering it myself, and it's 


awfully hard work. Mr. Credo-wantéd me to take: 


a Lenten mission-class, but I'm:too fully occupied. 

Blue Eyes: We hav a sewing-club. I wish you'd 
join. It/s great fun. 

Black Eyes: Perhaps I might manage that. 
What is it? 

Blue eyes: Ah, a dozei or so of us meet every 
Tuesday and Saturday evenings, sew till nine, 
when a few men come in, and we hav tea and 
sandwiches, and a quiet little time, you know, 

Black Eyes: No dancing, of course? 

Blue Eyes: Oh no, indeed; that is, not really. 
A valse or two, perhaps, that one of the girls plays 
for. And we break up promptly at midnight. 

Black Eyes : It must be great fun, 

Blue Eyes: Yes, and we wear the cutest little 
aprons, you know. I’ve one for Saturday, trimmed 
with lace and orange bows, 

Black Eyes : Oh, I'll join. I've got some embroid- 
ered mull that will be lovely for an apron. And 
IH wear white bows, I guess. Good-by, now. I 
get off at the next corner, and I’ve got to rush, 
too, to get to the dressmaker’s, and over to church 
in time for the 12 o’clock service. 

i Blue Eyes:-Oh, never mind if you are a little 
ate. 

Black Eyes: Yes; but the seats are free at this 
service, and unless I’m early our pew is sure to be 
full of strangers. 

Blue Eyes: So I think. Ilike my own pew; the 
cushions are just right to kneel gracefully. Well, 
good-by. 

Blue Eyes: Good-by. 

Black Eyes: Good-by. Oh, Jen,I forgot. Do 
you think hussar pompons will be used this 
spring ? 

Blue Eyes : So all the swell milliners say. Ishall 
hav one. 

Black Eyes: Shall you, ; really? ‘Well, I don't 
know; I can’t decide. 

Blue Eyes: Don’t right away. 
Easter to think it over. 

Black Eyes : Thanks, awfully. Good-by. 

Blue Eyes: Good-by. —P. H. Welch, in Puck. 
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"Mr. Credo doesn’t |, 


dies of the Weck. . 


. 'Bussazo, N. Y., had; a $4), 000 fire on the 
"36th ült. 


ISzongTARY Mannina, of the LU. B. treasury, 
is dangerously ill from over-application to his 
‘official. duties. 


EeriMATES last week made .the total num. 
ber of strikers or idle in the country 52,538. 
“Two:weeks ago there were 52,129. 


- 


- BARNUM'8 circus is in town. Barring the. 
‘entertainment given by the Rev. Mr. Tal- 
‘mage; it-is said to be the greatest show on 
earth... 


“A Tombow justice has decided that adivorce _ i 


-obtáined`in America from the bonds of a. 


‘marriage’ performed in England is invalid, in 


“Biglang: 


"À WARRANT was issued at Jamaica, N. Y., 
last Satürday for the arrest of the Rev. Joseph 


| Francis; ` charged’ with practicing medicin 


without’ 4 license. . 


| "LAEDERMAN JAEHNE, indicted and jailed for 


alleged bribe-taking, has been admitted to 


bail. He has resigned the sg Qd of 


‘the Board of Aldermen. 


: PRUDENCE CANDALL, who was in her young 
days persecuted by the church and state of 


Connecticut for her philanthropy to slaves, 
has at last been granted an annuity of $400. 


"Tue Rev. Mr. Bristor, of Spring Valley, 
N. BA under indictment for rape, has com- 
mienced’ suit against the trustees of. the Meth- 
odist church of that place for evicting him 
from the parsonage. 


Tux New York Herald says: '* Forty mill- 


:ion-people, or one-fifth of the subjects of the 


‘empress of India,’ are in a state of chronic 
starvation. Famin succeeds famin at the rate 
of one in every five or six years. " 


Ons of M: Pasteur's: 'hydrophobia patients 
died last week. He was a Russian who had 
been bitten by a wolf, and it is thought that 
he was scared to death. Other patients bit- | 
ten at the same time are doing well. 


A REOENT decision of the secretary of the 
interior restores 2,451,200 acres of land to the 
public domain. The land lies along the line 
of the Atlantic and Paci&c Railroad from San 
Buenaventura, on the ‘Pacific ocean, in Cali- 


fornia, to San. Francisco, a distance of 384 


miles. 

A TYPE-SETTING contest held at Philadel- 
phia last week was won by Duguid, of the 
Cincinnati Inquirer, who during the thirty- 


three hours’ work of the tournament set -`` 


69,200 ems, or an average of nearly 2,200 per 
hour. The work accomplished: by the ordinary 
compositor is about one-half that amount. ` 


THERE is an elaborate flower-show now 
open at the Metropolitan Opera House in this ` 
city. It is not closed on Sundays. Attempts 
were made by the New York Sabbath Com- 
mittee to suppress the exhibition on that day, 
but the authorities hav decided that looking 
at flowers on Sunday is necessarily de- 


" 


moralizing. à 


A YAWL boat recovered at sea and brought 
to this port a week ago has been identified by 
a former captain of the schooner Chas. H. 
Morse as having belonged to that vessel. ' 
This is looked at as another link to the chain 
of evidence tending to show that the lost 
ocean steamer Oregon ran down the Morse 
and. was sunk by her. 

Tux railroad strike in the Southwest, cen- 
tering at St. Louis, Mo., was on Sunday de- 
clared off, and the men ordered to their work 


'| again, and then on Monday it was ordered to + 


be continued. The contradiction arose from 
a misunderstanding between Master Work- 
man Powderly and Jay Gould on the question 
of arbitration. The end is not yet. 


Garret Mayses, of Brookville, L. I., the 


.half-blind man on whom negro Rugg made a 


murderous attack on the day he killed Mrs. 
Maybee and her daughter, is said to hav be- 
come insane.. He is haunted by the idea that 
he is pursued by Rugg, the murderer of his 
family. Rugg, it will be remembered, expe- 
rienced religion previous to being hanged, and 
is now in heaven. 


Tur Rev. Oscar F. Brown, of Bayonne, 
N. J., left his home and family on the 4th of 
March, and industrious search was made for 
him by his wife, who feared her husband's mind 
had become affected through overstudy. Pub- 
lic anxiety has been somewhat allayed during 
the past week by the discovery that the Rev. 
Mr. Brown has since his disappearance been 
living in comfortable intimacy with a woman 
in the upper part of this city. 
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Slates and Clippings. 


Taere is talk of a world’s fair in Washing- 
ton in 1892, to commemorate the fourth cen- 
-tennial of America’s discovery. 


Lapy Coox. once Tennie C. Claflin, who 
married a noble lord of England, has a step- 
son forty-two years old, which is about her 
own age. 

By a vote of 169 to 187 the German legisla- 


ture has decided to continue the anti-Socialist. 


law. Meanwhile mutual concessions between 
Prussia and the pope of Rome are being 
made. : 

Sam Joxzs, the revivalist, has given up the 
use of tobacco. Itis said that in his sermons 
he plainly shows the effect of this self-denial, 
being absent-minded and rambling, and re- 
peating himself often. 


Tux captain of a Salvation Army in Shen- 
andoah, Pa., refused to carry the stars and 
stripes ahead of their own b&nner, and per- 
sisted in carrying them in the rear. Last 
Sunday & crowd of old soldiers and other 
patriótic persons took the flag away from 
the army. 


In his last Lenten lecture Dr. Dix, of this 
city, emitted the following wail: ‘“‘ Here hav 
we the.philosophy of Materialism and Nat- 
uralism full blown. The old religion seems 
tottering, crumbling; the powers of heaven 
are shaken, those majestic powers which once 
restrained the lawless, comforted the sorrow- 
ful, and helped the lowly; the light grows 
dim ;. * woe unto us! for the day goeth away, 
for the shadows of the last evening are 
stretched out,’” 


ii S. coii ai 


Over $1,400,000 has been contributed from 
other countries, mainly from America, to 
help Ireland. It is to be hoped that this 
money will not, like that sent to relieve the 
earthquake victims in Spain last year, be 
spent in the rejuvenating of decayed cathe- 
drals and for the further glory of the pope. 


Wae the Rev. Dr. Kittredge, of Chicago, 
was describing in a sermon on Sunday morn- 
ing how there were red-handed Anarchists 
lurking about the.city ready to burn or other- 
wise destroy property, escaping steam hegan 
to issue from the-pipes of the grand organ just 
back of the pulpit. A moment later the en- 
tire congregation apparently began having 
visions of dynamite bombs and Socialists. 
The members were soon skurrying through 
the aisles pointing at what they thought to be 
smoke. When the audience was on the verge 
of a panic, Dr. Kittredge said he was “only 
forcibly admonished to put more steam in his 
sermons,” and order was restored. ` 


Tue Windham, Conn., Transcript says: 
‘Spring is here, and earth turns to the sun 
in all the warmth of young love that in mill- 
ions of years 'has not abated one jot or one 
tittle. She carries us past the. dividing line 
between winter and summer, and we turn our 


‘packs on the snow-clad hills, and face the 


sunny vales, and the fields that to-morrow 
will be as new and fresh as though they were 
born or created yesterday.. We wait the 
flight of the frost king for the running of the 
waters oceanward, babbling and singing as 
they go. The warm rains at hand will delight 
the meadows, which the spring virgiüs will 
strew with flowers." Nothing ~ analogous to 
this has as yet been remarked in. New York.. 


run at the Union Square Theater. 
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Banker SELIGMAN, the wealthy Israelite, 
recently visited the Workingmen’s Free 
Reading-Room and Library and interviewed 
Mr. Bordollo, the organizer. A few days 
later he sent the institution a big dictionary 
and a check for $25, with a broad intimation 
that the library might depend on him here- 
after for the price of its rent, which he pro- 
posed to pay. All this occurred just after 
Mr. Seligman had read the article in TE 
TRUTH SEEKER of March 27th on “A Worthy 
Enterprise,” to which his attention had been 
called. - . 

A LADY said: ‘‘My boy is rather slangy, 
but he has a very strong faith in everything 
that bears the stamp of ecclesiastical author- 
ity. I was reading the other evening after 
he had gone to bed, when he called to me, 
and I went to his bed. He said, ‘Mamma, I 
want to tell you a story.’ Then he related the 
story of Samson and the foxes, and when he 
had come to the end said: ‘Of course that’s 
true, for the book I read it in had Bible Sto- 
ries on the back. But you don’t think that if 
any kid on the street should tell me that Pd 
believe him.’” 


One of the prettiest entertainments in this 
city is ‘‘ Pepita,” now enjoying a successful 
The lady 
who takes the title 7%, and who under the 
name of Lillian Russell has by her beauty and 
talents won a first place in the public estima- 
tion, is the daughter of Mrs. Cynthia Leon- 
ard, our friend of the Liberal Club. ‘“ Pe- 
pita” isa great achievement. Miss Russell is 
so pretty that everybody admires her; the 
scenery and costumes grow more attractiv the 
more théy are gazed upon; Proprietor Hill is 
one of the rising managers of New York; ana 


the audiences are all that could be desired. 
Those who postpone a visit to the Union 
Square Theater are wasting time that might 
be most profitably employed by going to see 
“ Pepita.” 

Tux cause of religion, humanly speaking, 
was brought to a practical test by Lee and 
Cline at Perryville, W. Va., recently. Cline, 
championing religion, got the drop on Lee 
first, and made him get on his knees and offer 
a prayer to the throne of grace in orthodox 
fashion. Apparently there was not much at- 
tention paid to his prayer, for soon after de- 
livering it he procured a gun and shot the life 
out of Cline. Lee is in jail and Cline is 
doubtless an angel. It is a great pity that 
Cline's services on earth were dispensed with 
so soon. He was a very practical and forcible 
evangelist, and the denomination to which he 
belonged should take steps to hav him canon- 
ized.— Ez. 


Epear M. Forrest, a reformed gambler 
and drunkard, is holding exciting and profit- 
able revival meetings in Missouri. He says 


‘that he was converted about six years ago 


while running a faro game in Parsons, Kan. 
One night while dealing, being then several 
hundred dollars ahead of the game, he says 
he felt as though a hand was laid on his 
shoulder, saying, ‘‘Stop!” So impressed 
was he with the thought that it was the hand 
of God that he threw all his winnings upon 
the table and exclaimed, ** Right here I quit!” 
He went to work the next day exhorting the 
drunkard and the gambler to fallow his ex- 
ample. Mr. Forrest showed a level head in 
stopping ahead of the game, but some people 
will wonder if he would hav quit so promptly 
if he had been behind. 
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Qommnunications. 


An Examination of Church History. 
BEING LETTERS TO A CATHOLIC.——XI.——CONCLUDED. 


To none of your sacraments hav I paid such espe- 
cial attention as to that of the eucharist. In the 
course of my reading I met a work on the wonderful 

‘doings of the holy wafer. I noticed that the Jews— 
a rather practical set, by the way—were the usual 
objects of divine vengeance for their temerity in 
interfering with this sacrament. One instance in 
particular made a great impression on me. A Jew 
had obtained a wafer and called in the whole congre- 
gation to help him annihilate Jesus. Armed with 
knives and headed by the rabbi, they attacked it, and 
at the first stab blood came in such quantities that 
they threw the wafer into a well, the water of which, 
although it was very deep, became crimson in a mo- 
ment. The wafer floated on the surface and emitted 

` a peculiar light which attracted the attention of a 
policeman, who entered the house, discovered the 
Jews, arrested them, etc., etc. Such an immense 
quantity of blood came that it was only by a signal 
exhibition of divine providence that the city was not 
inundated. The wafer, so the story ran, was now on 
exhibition in the cathedral of the “Most Holy Sacra- 
ment.” 

After reading various stories of like ilk, I deter- 
mined to test the matter for myself, so by the judi- 
cious use of a little flattery, with the addition of a $5 
note, I persuaded my cook to bring me some conse- 
crated wafers. For two succeeding Sundays she 
attended early mass and edified all by partaking of 

.thé sacrament, bringing me each time the wafer in 

her handkerchief. I now had. Jesus.under my own 
roof, and awaited with impatience an opportunity for 

a fair test. 

I ordered my man to dig a trench from under my 
window to the banks of the river, and had a six-inch 


pipe connect it with my sanctum. You see, my 


friend, like you, I was inclined to believe these sto- 
ries, and as I had just lifted a mortgage from the 
homestead and did not own any real estate on the 
other side of the river, I was not very anxious to hav 
my house floated over onto somebody else’s property. 

I selected a beautiful Sunday in mid-summer. The 
house was quiet and no neighbors around. Drawing 
a table up to the window and just over the outlet 
pipe, with a large dipper near at band in case of 
emergency, I placed my wafers before me and with a 
fine cambric needle was about to commence opera- 
tions, when, glancing through the window facing the 
Hudson, I noticed a small yacht lying in the stream. 
Not a breath of wind fanned the waters, and her sails 
flapped as she swung at anchor. I could see the 
yachtsman as he sat astern, pipe in mouth, the smoke 
hanging in clouds over his head. 

If there be anything I. delight in more than an- 
other, it is a surprise, and I pictured to myself the 
astonishment of the yachtsman at being suddenly 
struck by a squall and seeing the river overflowing 
with blood. His testimony, should he outliv the 
experiment, would be corroboratory of mine; I would 
write to the holy father; be invited on to Rome; 
possibly a cardinalate given me; and even— yes, my 
friend, I saw canonization in the distance. We can 
not control our thoughts,and I shame to confess I 
aspired to that holy and exalted position. 

After commending my soul to God, I very gingerly 
jabbed one of the pieces—and looked in vain for even 
one drop of blood. I then rushed to the window to 
see the effect on the elements. Everything remained 
in statu quo—not a ripple on the water, not even the 
faintest trace of a breeze. I scanned the horizon to 
the north, west, and south—no indication of even a 
little cloud. Nature remained serene. . 

I was disappointed, and, returning to the table, 
jabbed one piece, then another, then the two; but all 
to nopurpose. The yachtsman remained in his same 
old position, in blissful ignorance of the surprise I 
had intended for him, and whatever blood may hav 
come left no traces on my table and was soaked up 
in the trench. I was disappointed, but reasoned that 
in some mysterious manner the essence of Jesus had 
left the wafer and gone into my cook when it was 
placed on her tongue. 3 

One day, while reading the “ Treatis on the Mass,” 
by Pope Innocent IIL, in which he queries what 
would become of Jesus if the wafer were eaten by a 
mouse, I prayerfully reconsidered my determination 
not to experiment again, for I wanted only the very 
faintest evidence, and would then proclaim it from 
the house-tops. 


You remember my breed of light Brahmas. Well, 


_ I selected my best hen, and, placing her apart from 


the rest, made her fast, and then feasted her on one 
ofmy wafers. You cannot imagin with what anxiety 
I watched the result. The next day when she 
cackled I was seated on the veranda and imagined 
she was more joyous than usual; she seemed £o say, 
“ Good luck! good luck!” 

Now that the moment of success had arrived, I was 
powerless to move, to act, even to think. . It seemed 


as if the air were teeming with a. host of holy visit- 
anis singing hosannahs; the heavens opened, and the 
sweet strains of the “ Venite Adoramus" mingled 
harmoniously with the joyous exclamations of my an- 
gelic friends, and a voice whispered softly in my ear, 
“ Well done, thou good and faithful servant.” 

How long I remained thus I cannot say, but as the 
strains of this heavenly music died away, aud I 
caught the last view of the' smiling faces oi the 
angelic choir, my physical assumed the master., and 
I hurried to the nest; and lo! there lay my eg -. It 
was apparently the same as any other, but I hugged 
myself. with delight, as I thought that I then held in 
my hand the only egg in the world possessing eternal 
life. I carried it carefully to my sanctum and ten- 
derly placed it in cotton batting. 

Reclining in my easy chair, I allowed my imagi- 
nation full sway. I was undetermined what to do with 
it. Should I giv it to the pope, and obtain my re- 
ward? Should I exhibit it, and make money? What 
ought Ito do? Ihad a treasure, and it was my duty 
to unborn generations not to fritter it away. An in- 
ward monitor seemed to say, “Keep quiet and await 
results." . 

For weeks I would go several times a day to ex- 
amin it, being always careful not to handle it, for as 
it was & mystery, I did not know but some myste- 
ious process of incubation might be going on. Happy 
thought! I might obtain a “type.” Of course, I 
did not know what a “type” was, and I never had 
met anyone who did; but, as I had read so much of 
them in holy books, I felt convinced that, like 
taurs; fauns, and satyrs, they had once existed. Pos- 
sibly it was to be my good fortune to renew the 
breed. Here my imagination again had full sway, 
and I pietured myself as thé sole possessor of the 
* type breed," and with what pleasure I would present 


one to each of my Catholic acquaintances! and be- | 


lieve me, my friend, I thought frequently of you. 

To attempt to portray my feelings, hopes, aspira- 
tions, during this trying period would be useless. I 
had no peace by day, and at night wandered around 
d la Theodore Tilton. Any moment might be the 
culminating one. It arrived. One day I became 
aware of a peculiar and unsavory oder, and traced it 
to its source, and, my friend, would you believe me? 
—it was the egg. Eternal life had become eternal 
death. 

Sadly I consigned it to the compost-heap ; my 
hopes were blasted, my faith shattered. Ever since 
then I hav abhorred eggs, and the light Brahmas are 
no longer my pride. I could not for a long time divest 
myself of the impression that my failure was due 
to the devil. You know how he aiways intrudes, and 
whenever there is to be a manifestation from “on 
high,” he generally succeeds in outwitting the omnip- 
otent, omniscient, and omnipresent God. I placed 
my solitary wafer carefully away, and for months 
gave it no consideration. 

I had become so thoroughly disappointed that I 
now became cautious, and recommenced by reading 
works on the Lord’s supper, and, to my surprise, 


found it had been a custom long practiced in pagan. 


Rome. Even Cicero, a hundred years before the 
advent of Jesus, had written against it as a senseless 
and old-time superstition. On lookng further, I 
found that even in debased Tartary they had this 
sacrament. The Egyptians. also, had partaken of 
the body and blood of Osiris; the Persians of that of 
Mithra ; and the Athenians, in celebrating the Eleusin- 
ian mysteries, were, in this point at least, good Cath- 
olics. But when my investigations into the Aztec 
question satisfied me that they also practiced the 
same ceremony in honor of Quetzalcoatl, I was forced 
to conclude that your holy eucharist was a relic of 
those barbarous days when the cannibalistic propen- 
sities of our ancestors were in the ascendency. 

I then examined your therory more carefully, and 
found that in its present shape it differed essentially 
from the practice of the early church. Then it was 
held as commemorativ of the last supper; and the 
holy pix, now esteemed so sacred that a special sanc- 
tuary is built for it in every church, and which, when 
a priest is carrying it to a dying man, imposes perfect 
silence and the deepest meditation, was, prior to the 
ninth century, carried by the faithful on their persons 
and kept as a talisman in every Christian household. 
I read with interest that Paschasius Radbert, in 831, 
was the first to advance what is now known as the 
doctrin of transubstantiation, and wondered why the 
faithful had been kept for eight hundred years in such 
complete ignorance of this greatest of all blessings. 
But when I came to the writings of Berenger, who 
attacked the doctrin in 1050, and found that your 
greatest pope, Gregory (Hildebrand), protected him, 
and remained his constant friend through these per- 


secutions, I was completely mystified. I followed its | 


history down to the Council of Trent, where a bare 
majority of an ecumenical council of sixty-fonr, repre- 
senting, as they claimed, the entire of Christendom, 
declared that it had always been in the church, of the 
church, and had been taught by Jesus. 

I read with surprise the arguments of your theo- 
logians in proof that substance is the essence, the 
spiritual part, and when the mystic words are pro- 
nounced the essence of the wafer is changed into the 


‘essence of Jesus. I turned to your scriptural tale 


and found represented merely an ordinary and very 
plain repast, when one of the sitters broke a piece of 
bread, and giving it, with a cup of wine, to his com- 
panions, remarked as often as they did so it would 
be a gentle reminder that he had once been with 
them. (How often hav you and I done the same over | 
a parting glass?) I searched in vain for anything in 
regard to essence, and transubstantiation was never 
mentioned. I examined your missal and found that 
when your priest places the wafer on the tongue of - 
the communicant, he says: “Corpus domini nostri 
Jesu Christi" etc.—'* May the body of our Lord 
Jesus Christ ”—and does not say any word about. es- 
sence; so I wondered why your theologians changed 
the terms and garbled the meaning of their God in 
their teachings, and in their practice did the direct 
opposit. l 

Here was something for an investigating mind, so 
I determined on another experiment. In my collec- 
tion I found a sermon by the most Rev. Archbishop 
Kenrick. It had been published in pamphlet so as 
* to enable the faithful to answer all questions,” etc. 
One of the statements made was that for over eigh- 
teen hundred years the mass had been celebrated 
daily by over one million priests, and at least two 
million of the laity daily partook of this sacrament. 

So I procured a very fine scale and weighed my re- 
maining wafer, and found just how many it took to 
the pound, and I computed how many pounds had 
been consumed by these two million daily communi- 
cants in the eighteen hundred years. I then esti- 
mated that the pix used by the priest weighed ten 
times as much as the one in my possession, and by 
closely observing the quantity of wine and water used. . 
at each mass, which I estimated at two ounces, I 
satisfied myself as to the total amount of raw mate- 
rial used by the clergy. Now your writers represent 
Jesus as both small and mean-looking, and I allowed 
125 pounds for his weight; so by simple division I 
found he had reproduced himself over 872,000,000 of 
times, or about once a minute for the past 1800 years, 
in order to satisfy the cravings of the faithful. This 
result satisfied me that your scheme was a gigantic 
humbug, and the change of doctrin an attempt at the 
further mystification of a mystified creed which could 
not bear even that slight investigation which the 
slumbering intelligence of man during the dark ages 
was bringing to bear on it. 

A short time ago I saw a statement in one of your 
papers in regard to the low spiritual condition of 
the Southern negro. The writer deplored this, and 
begged alms to keep up the mission, and giv these 
poor unfortunates the benefits of the gospel. 

Now, I should like ask you a question. I presup- 
pose that you are somewhat familiar with what is 
called fetichism ; so, presuming Archbishop Kenrick 
to be correct, and my figures not faulty, do you know 
of, did you ever hear of, could you possibly imagin, 
any form of fetichism so degrading, so inconceivably 
stupid, as this bulwark of your faith—the sacrament 
of the Eucharist? And why, in the name of common 
sense, do you wish to impose it on the negro, who 
already has,more superstitions to contend with than 
he can well master? . 

The most bitter opponents of your church feel to 
congratulate themselvs that you possess the Jesuits 
and recognize them as your leading society. Had it 
not been for them, most of the le-;ends on which 
your faith is founded would hav 1em.‘ined sunk in the 
obscurity of convents; Mary would hav been an or- 
dinary woman; Jesus Christ the head of your church, 
and infallibility a dream. Therefore I, for one, say 
let their numbers increase, and in the near future we 
may hear that the second advent has become reincar- 
nated in the general of their order. 

In conclusion, allow me to regret again your. indis- 
position to meet meas per your own proposition; and 
when I look at a bushel of notes I had made, and 
think of the rare treat I anticipated in having you 
answer them, I feel you hav taken an unkind advan- 
tage. Should your objection be personal, you will 
find ten thousand Infidel readers of Tux Truru 
SEEKER anxious for light. Any of them will willingly 
meet you. For my part, I will assure your oppo- 
nent that you are a good lawyer, with strong com- 
mon sense on all subjects except religion, and as 
capable as any one I know to represent the opinion 
of the Catholic laity of America, 

Your friend, 
A Challenge. 

To rae Evrror or Tur TnuTH Serxer, Sir: For the 
past three years I hav, at opportune times, inves- 
tigated that phase of Spiritualism known as “Spirit 
Photography,” and am convinced of its genuinness. 

I desire to convince others, even the most skeptical 
Materialists, Therefore I submit the following prop- 
osition : 

The editor of Tue Trur SEEKER, and all of its 
readers who are interested, to nominate a committee 
of five or more to supervise all arrangements in con- 
nection with the sittings. 

To select a photographer known to them to be au 
. fait in the art in every particular, who shall be pres- 
ent and critically watch every step taken, 
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He may make the developing bath according to the 

formula used by the medium artist and procure the 
plates at my expense. 
. In short, every method that can be thought of by 
© your committee to prevent fraud may be resorted to, 
and the details of the various experiments and the 
results published in Tug TRUTH SEEKER. 

All this may be done without cost to anyone except 
myself. Who responds ? R. M. RonrNson, 

Greenpoint, L. L,.N. Y. 

š : —1$—9-4»— 

To Friends of Truth. 

. Wil friends who are continually claiming that 
Truesdell'is a medium, and was helped by spirits in 

. the tricks he performed in the presence of Elmina 
while she was at Syraeuse, please inform her how 
this can be when Mr. Truesdell showed -her how the 
tricks were done, and told who did the writing, and 
brought proof and evidence each time? I could hav 

. done each trick myself (with a little practice). Am I 
then a medium?. Do spirits aid me? I hav had D. 
M. Bennett's name in large script, in plain sight here 
in my room for three months, and hav vainly asked 
any and all mediums to tell me what it is written 
upon. A little, simple test, and yet they cannot do it. 

Ẹrmma, 


_ —9—$—99———— — —— 
The Origin of the Whole Business. 


Three hundred centuries ago, more or less, prob- 
ably more, a man in puris naturalibus sat on a rock 
by the placid waters of a lake that reflected the blue 
of the arch above. | 

He was meditating—thinking aloud—in regard to 
the race in general and himself in particular. He 
propounded sundry and divers conundrums as fol- 
lows, or about as follows: : 

“Am I not the superior animal of ail the animals 
on earth? Most certainly. 

* Àm I not superior to the ox, the ass, the hog, the 
hyena, and things, even the mastodon and megathe- 
rium? Most decidedly. 

. “Do I not walk upright? 
animal? No. 

"Hav I not the power of speech? Yes, Has any 
other animal? No. 

“Can I not reason ? 


Yes. Does any other 


Yes. Can any other animal? 
No. How do I know they can't?. I know they 
can’t, The idea is preposterous that the ox and the 
ass, and things, can reason. But I can? Most cer- 
tainly. 

“When these animals die, is that the end of them? 
Undoubted:y. When I die is that the end of me? 
It can’t be—can it? I don't'know. Yes, I do—it 
can't be. I, the highest order of living things, the 
talking and reasoning animal that walks upright, 
perish as the ox and the ass, the hog and the hyena 
perish? It can’t be. Perish the thought. 

“But my material being will die and rot as the hog 
dies and rots. Surely. But is there not an inner, a 
spiritual being—a something or other, I know not 
what-—that. wil liv after my body has perished ? 
There must be, there must be. I, the upright-walk- 
ing, talking, and reasoning animal, man, cannot surely 

die as the hog dieth, 
: “No, no, no, it cannot be. I surely must hay a— 
a—what? A soul—yes, I will call that something 
which, with my body, forms a duality, a soul. Will 
not this soul, which no other animal possesses, liv on 
and liv ever after the death of my body? It must; 
it must. I feel it; I believe it; I wish it; I know it. 
Ha! ha! I am immortal! Man is the only immortal 
being of the earth’s array, The ox, and the ass, and 
things shall perish, but I shall liv on after my body 
perishes, and liv on forever! O my prophetic soul, 
' thou teachest me this, and I believe." 

Here he leaned over and saw his reflected form in 
the pellucid waters at his feet. He started, and 
came to a perpendicular position, What he had 
seen was a revelation. He never-before saw the re- 
flection of his noble form, and now he was more in 
love with himself than ever. Stretching forth his 
arms he leaned over the water mirror as far as pos- 
sible, without falling, and saw himself reflected as the 
letter T. Then he raised his hands above his head. 
Then he lowered them to his sides. He lifted one 
leg, then the other. He posed ia divers attitudes— 
he tried to see his back, but the view, for obvious 
reasons, was not satisfactory—and looked himself all 
over in the liquid mirror at his feet. He was pleased, 
more than pleased; delighted with himself as he 
never before had been to such a degree. Then he 
voiced himself again: ——— 

“ Yes, surely hav I a soul that must liv after the 
body dies. Where will it liv? I know not. But 
there must be a place for souls. But what about 
souls? Our bodies are from nature like those of the 
ox, and the ass, and things. Does nature furnish the 
soul? No; else hay the hog and the hyena souls, 
Ha! there is a higher power than nature? Yes, 
surely, I will call that higher power God. God 
made the human soul. Where dwells he my soul 

shall dwell Heaven—I will call it heaven—the 
 abiding-place of God and human souls. 

* But there are bad souls as well as good. Will 
they liv? Yes, for they are immortal. But where? 


` 


There must be a place for bad souls. Undoubtedly. 
I will call it hell. There the bad souls shall forever 
liv in torment, while the good souls are at peace in 
heaven. Is not God, the maker of my soul, to be 
praised, to be honored, to be glorified, to be loved, 
to be feared, to be supplicated, to be bowed down 
to? Most assuredly. 

“O my God, I bow down to thee and praise 
thee. I love and honor thee. I thank thee that my 
soul is not like some other souls. I fear and suppli- 
cate thee, and will be thine forever. Amen! 

“Should not God be worshiped by man? Most 
certainly. What shall I call the belief in and worship 
of God? Religion. I will call it religion. I will 
inaugurate it at once, and boom it to the best of my 
ability. I will be the mouthpiece of God and a 
power among men. With religion I will hold them 
in check, in thraldom. They shall bow to it, to me, 
to God. I will frighten them with hell. Stay; must 
there not be a master of hell, as of heaven? There 
must. God of heaven, who of hell? Devil—I will 
call him the devil. Ha! I will frighten them with 
the devil and hell. I will hav them on the hip. I 
will rule them by divine right. I feel the right and 
the might. I feel inspired. I am inspired by God! 
Yes, I am the God-inspired man, . Glory to God! I 
am the one holy living man. My God, I bow down 
to thee and thank thee that Iam the one man holy. 
I will be the high priest of the Lord. Lord is a good 
word. I will be the high priest of the Lord, and 
preach to the people. They shall acknowledge me 
and the Lord. I will hold them in subjection for the 
Lord through fear of the devil. With religion the 
world shall be policed and held in chains." 

Leaning over, he again surveyed himself in the 
liquid mirror at his feet, and to his satisfaction. 
Then, straightening up, he threw up. his hands and 
cast his eyes aloft, exclaiming: 

“Up there in the blue is heaven, the home of 
God. There livs God, and there is heaven. Down 
there, under the earth, is hell, the home of the -devil. 
There livs the devil, and there is hell Here am I, 
inan, with a soul immortal—a soul with a life eter- 
nal Glory to God and the soul within me! 

"Igoto preach God and devil I go to preach 
heaven and hell I go to preach man’s soul immorta: 
and life everlasting. I go to preach eternal happi- 
ness and eternal torments. I go to preach religion 
and the consequence of denial. 'To be sure, all these 
are of my imagination, but I féel they must be real- 
ities. I wish, I hope, I desire to that end. They 
are realities. I know there is a God and a heaven 
for my soul through all eternity. I know there must 
be a.devil and hell for wicked souls through all 
eternity. I know man has & soul to be saved or 
damned. I believe, I hav faith. I know. As to 
religion, there is none; but there shall be. I pro- 
claim it as God's prophet. With this as a weapon 
wielded for the Lord, it will be a glacial period if I 
get left!” 

The man ceased and strode away, soon being lost 
to view behinda hill. Thus originated in the egoism 
of man the all-permeating essence of his mental com- 
position, God and the devil, heaven and hell, the 
soul immortal, and life eternal; and thus was religion 
started iu to hold the world in thraldoin. 

ptus Sr SLOKUM. 
—————— —-6-9— — — —— 
Prayer, Ancient and Modern. 


We read in ancient (modern) books where prophets 
and mischievous priests with feeble prayers hav 
sought to stay the providential hand; where craft 
pierced heaven with a bitter curse on gallant youths 
who in their sport mistook a stupid dunce for jovia 
and good-natured age; where hungry bears with 
appetites increased by God made but a small and 
dainty meal of forty bright and happy youths and 
maids just budding into life's sweet bloom. We also 
read where prayer closed the friendly clouds, and 
famin with relentless curse brought death and desert 
fields. The sun aud moon at man’s command re- 
versed their course to giv a beastly mob of brutes 
more time to butcher fellow-men. We read where 
Egypt's fertil fields were changed to barren desert 
wastes; where seas and rivers parted wide to let the 
feet of men tread dry, and first-born babes in purest 
innocence were slaughtered by divine command. 
Egypt's hosts were robbed of gold; the rivers ran 
with crimson blood; sticks were changed to coiling 
snakes, and dust developed into lice. Frogs supplied 
the place of rain, and winds with pestilential breath 
brought men unnumbered woes. Miracles were 
wrought; the ass of Baalam spoke, and Babel, with 
her thousand tongues, at once relinquished work. 
Fish were made to swallow men aud not digest. 
Fresh water streamed from barren rocks. The 
heavens oped and granted one. unsavory dish for 
forty years. Dyspeptics eager cried for change, and 
lo! from heaven’s portals snakes and quails came 
tumbling down. Divinity at man’s command saved 
Lot ‘from Sodom’s fires. At convicts’ prayers the 
angels oped the iron gates, When Jesus raised 
imploring hands the ancient towers fell, the dead 
came forth, and empty vaults resounded naught. 

The times hav changed. Entreating hands are 


raised in vain. The prison walls reécho now unan- 
swered prayers. Devotees stand beside the sick and 
vainly strive to frighten death away. Men die at 
nature's call, and when the fatal die is cast there can 
be no demurrer, no pardons or reprieves. The mill- 
ions prayed for Lincoln’s life; the same for Garfield’s 
too. They died, and now they pray that Christ may 
wield the scepter over all the world; but Reason’s 
flaming torch enkindles Superstition’s walls, and now 
her once embattled towers are crumbling into smoke 
and dust. Holy water will not quench the flames. 
The winds engendered by the priest but lap and kiss 
the eager flames. The church must die. 
uw UT G. F. RINEHART, 

———————— 49—4—99—— —————— 


The Canadian Man with a Badge-Pin. 


Mr. Watts arrived’ in town on Tuesday, 23d, and 
wil remain in Canada until about the 1st of May, 
when he will go to England. He lectures here next 
Sunday, 28th, and every Sunday for the next few 
weeks. A number of lectures hav been arranged 
through the country, which he will attend to through 
the week. He is greatly pleased with the Society’s 
new hall and will assist at the opening to-morrow 
night (Friday). 

His numerous friends will be pleased to hear that 
he has entirely recovered from his late indisposition, 
and “ Richard is himself again." 

The unhappy individual who for the last few weeks 
has ground out the items for this corner of Tue - 
Trurs Seeker, and who is doing it partly for amuse- 
ment, partly with the hope of interesting perhaps a 
few people in the other suburbs of civilization, and 
partly to keep himself out of other mischief, has been 
the subject of some criticism, some little abuse, and 
also the recipient of some kindly advice from a few 
friends, The latter is accepted with thanks, but the 
former requires some little explanation, and as there 
is not much in the way of news this week, with the 
consent of our much-abused editor, I will rise to ex- 
plain. . 

Among other things, I am told if I don't like Chris- 
tianity, by all means go for it, but let individuals 
alone “What right hav you,” says one, “to attack 
the ministers as you hav done in the case of Drs. 
Wild and Potts?" ` 

I might say broadly that I only claim the right 
that the public press hav taken in dealing with these 
gentlemen. The papers in Toronto and elsewhere 
hav given them, aud particularly Dr. Potts, a more, 
wholesome dressing-down, and called them more hard 
names, than I hav done, but of course the newspapers 
as a rule are Christian, and can with other Chris- 
tians fight and say what they please of each other, 
but for outsiders, ** Hands off!” 

But I claim a better right than this for my alleged 
attack on these reverends. We don't as a rule make 
war with. individuals. There are hundreds of Chris- 
tians of my acquaintance, among whom are a number 
of ministers, all of. whom I know to be upright and 
just citizens and generous friends. But these gentle- 
men, Messrs. Potts and Wild, hav gone considerably 
out of their way to attack Secularists—not myself 
personally, but the Secular Society in general and 
some of my friends in particular. 

A year ago, in Montreal, the Rev. Dr. Potts made 
a most scurrilous attack on our friend Mr. Watts, and 
was principally the cause of the non-success of the 
debate at that time between him and Dr. Sexton. He 
used the most violent janguage, going so far as to 
say that Mr. Watts ought to be driven out of the 
city. Had it been fifty years earlier in the same 
town, he would no doubt hav been driven out, and 
driven, if possible, to the orthodox hell, by the same 
class of bigots. Oh, but I'm told Dr. Potts is sin- 
cere. Of course he is, but I think history will prove 
(see Drapers “Conflict” and Whites “ Warfare”) 
that Christian leaders hav been dangerous in exact 
proportion to their sincerity. 

And Dr. Wild three years ago made the boast from 
the pulpit that the Toronto Secular Society would 
never succeed while he was in. the city. He has re- 
peatediy denounced us, and repeatedly refused to 
meet us in debate, and yet we must deal with him 
gently. He delivered a lecture a few weeks ago— 
subject, “ Bradlaugh and Liberty "—in which be dem- 
onstrated that he kn»w no more of one than he did 
of the other. He denounced Mr. Bradlaugh as a 
hypocrit, and repeated the old lie of his having, on 
his first applying for a lmission to the House of Com- 
mons, refused to take the oath, and, although written 
to on the subject, he refuses to correct his state- 
ment, These are the men that week-kneed nothing- 
arians say we hav no right to attack. I take nostock 
in the precept which Christians profess to believe in, 
“Tf thine enemy smite thee on one cheek, turn to him 
the other also,” and I don’t act up to it—neither do 
the Christians. l 

I am also told that it is unmanly to attack them 
under the cover of an assumed signature, Wel, 
that’s all right; but for fear that there may be some- 
body in Oregon or at the Antipodes who holds the 
same opinion, let me say that I liv in Toronto, always 
bear that in mind; also that I am in business there, 
and for various reasons wish for the present to re- 
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main so; also that I state nothing but the truth, but 
am not strong enough, financially or otherwise, to 
fight single-handed the whole church militant of this 
hot-bed of orthodoxy. l 

_ There is an old chestnut which explains the situa- 
tion: An old sinner had been lying on a bed of sick- 
ness for many months. He was wasted away toa 
skeleton ; the doctors gave him up, and the parson 
was called in. Said he: “ My dear friend your days 
are numbered; you hav only a few hours to liv; don't 
you think it is time you commenced to wrestle with 
the Lord?" “ Wrestle with the Lord? What! with 
them 'ere legs?" at the same time sticking out a fear- 
fully emaciated leg from under the bed-clothes. 
“Pshaw! hed toss me into hell the first throw." 
See? I’m theologically out of order. I’m not strong 
enough on my “pins” financially, socially, politically, 
to wrestle with the orthodox party in Canada. If 
they didn’t toss me there they would toss my busi- 
ness into sheol in no time. No, thank you, not any 
in mine! I am glad to hav the opportunity now and 
then of doing what little I can to help along the 


cause, but martyrdom is out of fashion, and never did 


any good anyway. 
March 25, 1886. 


The opening of the new Secular Hall on Friday 
evening, March 26th, was a most unqualified success, 
an event long to be remembered, one which marks 
the beginning of a new era in the existence of the 
society and augurs well for its future prosperity. 

Thanks to the efforts of the committee, Messrs. 
Hicks, Earsman, Elliott, Edwards, and others, who 
had given their whole time for some days to the 
. work—and thanks also to the ladies who assisted in 
the work of decoration—the hall at the hour of open- 
ing presented a beautiful appearance. ' 

The walls were tastefully hung with pictures and 
a number of neat bannerets bearing the names of 
noted Freethinkers and scientists, living and dead. 
The stage and windows were handsomely festooned 
with flags and lace, and the two handsome gas chan- 
deliers put in by friend Harsman and son threw a 
radiant light upon the prettiest hall of its size in the 
city. 

X good program had been provided of music, sing- 
ing, reading, etc., the rendering of which gave gen- 
eral satisfaction. President Algie occupied the 
chair, and during the concert Mr. Watts madea short 
but eloquent address, setting forth the aims and ob- 
jects of the society. The ladies furnished an excel- 
lent board of refreshments, which were duly appre- 
ciated; and after the concert came dancing until the 
small hours, Everybody was delighted, and if a 
“ thousand hearts” did not “beat happily,” it was 
only because there was not that number present, 
At all events, for those who were there, “all went 
merry as a marriage bell,” and there is a consensus 
of opinion that the affair must be repeated at an early 
date. Arrangements are already being made for 
doing so. 

On Sunday evening, the 28th, Mr. Watts lectured; 
subject, “The Bible or Science, Which?" and Mr. 
Algie, who was again in the chair, performed the 
duties of that position as only he can. The hall was 
well filled with an appreciativ audience. Mr. Watts 
was in his best vein, and made an excellent impres- 
sion, the applause being hearty and frequent. 

He lectures to-night and to-morrow in Listowel, 
. and next week goes north for a few days, lecturing in 
Galt, Ayr, and later on in Alton. 

Altogether, the Toronto Society hav made an ex- 
cellent start in their new quarters. They hav a splen- 
did hall in a new and handsome building—a hall 
which they are all proud of; and with the experience 
gained while in the old rooms, seeing where mistakes 
hav occurred and profiting thereby, they expect to 
make Secularism more popular than it has been in 
the past, and under the improved conditions manage 
the affairs of the institution so as to bring profit and 
pleasure to all concerned. 

The library and reading-room will be open at least 
three or four evenings during the week and all day 
Sunday, and country friends visiting the city will be 
cordially welcomed. 

The citizens of Toronto are in a somewhat peculiar 
condition just at present. They are living, so to 
speak, under the guidance of a headless corporation. 
Our immaculate mayor has been unseated, his 
Christian supporters are at their wits end, and 
* chaos is come again.” Some meddlesome busybody 
. discovered that Mr. Howland did not possess the req- 
_uisit property qualification, and the law in the case 
having been tested, the office of mayor is declared 
vacant, and the city pays the expense of a new elec- 
tion, Mr. Howland will be again nominated, and in 
all probability reélected ; but some of those in a 
position to know say that if elected he will be again 
unseated on similar grounds. As the fellow in 
the Mikado says, “ Here's a state of things.” 

The law in this matter is clear enough, and a lit- 
ile forethought on the part of the mayor or his 
friends would hav saved all the trouble, but as a 
rule this class of people don’t think to any great ex- 
tent; they go into polities as they do in religion, and 
thought or reason like “the flowers that bloom in 


ihe spring, tra-la, hav nothing to do with the case." 
There seems to be no immediate danger of dis- 
aster from this trouble; in fact, a stranger wouldn't 
know that he was inside of a decapitated municipality. 
Some of the leaders in the late crusade of fanaticism 
hav a sort of a dazed, far-away look in their eyes, and 
a generally crushed appearance, but otherwise things 
go on pretty much as usual, and no doubt the people 
will manage to liv through the crisis. 

À few weeks ago the Rev. Dr. Potts preached a 
sermon on, and took up a collection in aid of, foreign 
missions, said collection amounting to something 
over twenty-three hundred dollars. A few days 
afterward eleven hundred idle laboring men sent a 
committee to the mayor requesting him to giv them 
work on the streets. I may hav an awkward way of 
putting things together, but it would seem that to 
relieve the poor at home should be of more impor- 
tance than the foreign missions. 

In the course of his sermon, while pleading for 
large contributions, the doctor said that “ giving was 
a means of grace.” I rode downtown with him the 
other morning in the horse-car, and I couldn't help 
thinking, from his oily, sleek, and generally stall-fed 
appearance, that grease would hav been the proper 
word. I may be hauled over.the coals for this, but 
it can’t be helped; from the nature of the thing it 


slipped out before I could stop it, and it's only a case | 


of quid pro quo. Toronto. 


March 31, 1886. 
The Liberal Club. 


Various causes conspired to render the 407th reg- 
ular meeting of the Manhattan Liberal Club one of 
the most interesting of the season. A fine audience 
was present, such as any presiding officer might deem 
it a privilege to call to order. Before producing the 
lecturer of the evening, President Wakeman spoke of 
Tue Trura SzrxER as being better than ever, an- 
nouncing that it was to be boycotted by Mr. Blissert. 
This had the effect of sending numerous persons to 
the secretary's table for copies of this paper, and the 
unusually large stock on hand was exhausted with 
alacrity. 

Dr. P. P. Field was the lecturer, and he announced 
that the central thought of his discourse would be 
“The Six Laws of Art.” The original six arts he de- 
scribed as architecture, painting, sculpture, literature, 
music, and oratory. All of these were desirable, but 
the greatest and crowning art of all was oratory. 
The various phenomena which are marked in connec- 
tion with oratory Dr. Field cailed repose, economy, 
opposition, succession, etc. The Catholic church and 
John L. Sullivan represented repose; nature was 
economical; the dude violated the law of opposition 
by bowing and pulling his hat in the saine direction 
that his alleged head goes. Dr. Field had a fanciful 
way of telling off each part of the human anatomy 
to represent some abstract but immensely significant 
thing. There was no necessary connection made ap- 
parent between them all, but the attempt to find one 
was extremely ingenious. 

Dr. .Field read several extracts from a book to 
illustrate the laws of oratory, and struck many pict- 
uresque attitudes, It must be confessed that those 
in the rear of the hall cowd not understand what he 
read. They could see that his mouth was working 
violently, and couid plainly hear the sound of his 
voice, but the articulation was defectiv and the sense 
was sacrificed. Some of the reforms which he 
claimed to hav accomplished in bad speakers bor- 
dered on the incredible. The speaker wore a frock 
coat, open with the exception of the lower button. In 
his most frequent attitude he stood with his left hand 
hanging at the side, and his right thrust inside the 
breast of his coat. The lecture was entertaining, be- 
cause the audience were interested in studying the 
speaker as well as his words. Dr. Fie:d is to open a 
school at Dr. E. B. Foote’s house on Lexington 
avenue, where for a very moderate sum he will giv 
lessons in the art of oratory. He is highly spoken of 
by competent judges of merit in that ine. 

Dr. Eccles responded to an invitation from the 
president to address the meeting. This speaker has 
hitherto been deemed a somewhat energetic orator, 
and the clock has often been known to stop and 
listen to his eloquence. but on this occasion he had 
himself well under control. Dr. Eccles would not 
depreciate the avt of oratory, but he did not believe 
that he himself cou d inake any headway learning it, 
because of the difficu ty of teaching old dogs new 
tricks. This speaker had no criticism to offer upon 
Dr. Field’s dramatic ability, but confined himself to 
pointing out the philosophical errors into which the 
speaker of the evening had fallen. Dy. Eccles was 
working his way up toward the hights of oratory 
which he has been wont to attain wheu the chairman 
called time on him. 

Madam Delescluze, who is something of an elocu- 
tionist herself, wished to say that she was extremely 
surprised to learn that Dr. Eccles had never taken 
lessons in the dramatic art. He certainly had all-the 
mannerisms of the studied elocutionist, and it was 
hard to understand where he got them. It was. evi- 


dent that Dr. Eccles had been taking lessons in “re-| N. Y. 
pose” since he delivered that lecture before the club 


on Socialism, on which occasion his gesticulation and 
rolling of his 7’s had reminded Madam Delescluze 
what a fine melodramatic actor he would hav made. 
The madam wished Dr. Field great success as a 
teacher of elocution. He appeared to hav studied 
the subject, and would doubtless do very well. Ma- 
dam Delescluze added that she herself was naturally 
one of the shiest women in the world. 

The next orator was Robert Blissert, who said he 
was shy also. It was going out of his domain to 
talk of élocution. Mr. Blissert had evidently not 
read the last number of this paper, and his language 
was mild, 

Dr. Field explained that shyness was necessary to 
the good speaker. The orator must besensitiv. He 
then answered Dr. Eccles. Standing on his right 
foot, he threw his left leg out and his right hand up 
until a straight line drawn from that hand to the left 
foot would hav followed both the.arm and the leg 
very closely. He held that. position for a moment, 
and then abandoned it with a loud snort. Dr. Field 
told Dr. Eccles that he didn’t believe Dr. Eccles 
could do that. Dy. Eccles did not try it. Then Dr. 
Field went further. Shoving both hands into the air 
as high as he could reach, he stooped and touched 
his fists to the floor without bending the knees or. 
breaking his back. Then he looked triumphantly at 
Dr. Eccles. The latter hadn't a word to say, and the 
conquest of the orator of the evening was complete. 

Mr. Denslow, an eloquent man, who goes deeply 
into all questions that he bends his mind to, will ad- 
dress the club on Friday evening, the 9th ; and when 
that solemn time comes round, the present writer 
there'll be found, with literary tackle; and while the 
oratory flows, and while the audience repose, he will 
record the cackle. The price of admission to the 
meetings of the club remains the same, notwithstand- 
ing their ever-increasing attractivness. 

p 


The Tent. 


I propose to start the Tent the last of May, or, at 
very latest, the first week in June. Last season demon- 
strated beyond all question that the Tent is the most 
effectual and best possible method to propagate Lib- 
eralism during the summer season, Thanking the 
friends from all sections who so generously contrib- 
uted to the Tent Fund, I wish to call attention to the 
fact tbat I do not desire to pitch the Tent where 
there is already a strong Liberal society able to en- 
gage lecturers, but in places where prejudice and big- 
otry are so great that halls are refused, or where Lib- 
erals are so few, or sectarianism so strong, that a 
course of Liberal lectures in winter is impossible. 
We desire to go where by a course of lectures and 
earnest, judicious efforts an efficient Secular Society, 
with science school on Sunday in which the women 
aud children shall be deeply interested, may be the 
result. . 

Last year we charged ten cents for the use of our 
cane seat chairs, and made plank seats in the larger 
haif of the teut free to a'l. This year it is proposed 
to hav friends who desire the Tent in their neighbor- 
hood to draw up a paper and canvass all Liberally in- 
clined in their vicinity for contributions toward ex- 
penses, and giv to those who so contnbute the 
cane-seat tickets for distribution among their friends 
and neighbors who they desire should attend. At , 
suitable times collections will be taken up. But the 
main dependence will be on the Liberal contributions 
of those genuin fiends of Secularism who liv up to 
their principles, aud find their greatest happiness in 
promoting that of others. 

The Tent effort is not simply for the gratification 
of acknowledged Liberals, but to help the thousands 
of honest hearts who are looking for beacon lights to 
lead them from the errors of the ‘past, from useless 
rites and ceremonies, to the exercise of reason, and 
living lives of love and truth. 

All agree that Secularism is doing as well as 
doubting. Let us, then, do justice to our friends 
and neighbors by helping them, as we hav been 
helped, out of the cruel bondage of superstition and 
priesteraft, and endeavor to promote their best wel- 
fare and happiness by diffusing the light of truth, 
so that they may share with us the liberty, peace, 
aud happiness we enjoy. 

Triends desiring tent effort in their neighborhood 
are requested to write me soon as possible, so that 
my route can be positivly decided, dates fixed, and all 
the necessary arrangements fully completed. The 
tent needs a lot (smooth greensward preferred) 
not less than 70x75, in a place easy of access, and the 
use of forty ordinary planks, sixteen feet long. We 
return them uninjured, as we do not drive nails in 
them. The tent-master and myself must be provided 
for during our stay; the tent-master, sleeping in a 
small tent, requires only use of pillows and quilts. 
Immediate application is absolutely necessary as we 


do not wish to waste time and money taking long | . 


jumps, and and must arrange so as to avoid loss of a 
single day from the Ist of June to the Ist of November. 
Address me, care of Tue Truru Srexer, office, 33 
Clinton place, New York, or Box 104, North Parma, 
. Y. C. B. Rzvworps. . 
April, 1886. i 
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THE DEMANDS OF LIBERALISM. 


1. We demand that churches and other ecclesiastical prop- 
. erty shall be no longer exempt from just taxation. 

2. We demand that the cmployment of chaplains in Con- 
gress, in state legislatures, in the navy and militia, and in 
prisons, asylums, and al other institutions supported by 
public money, shall be discontinued. 

3. We demand that all public appropriations for educa- 
tional and charitable institutions of a sectarian character 
Shall cease. : 

4. We demand that all religious services now sustained by 
the government shall be abolished; and especially that the 
use of the Bible in the public schools, whether ostensibly as 
a text-book or avowedly as a book of religious worship, shall 
be prohibited. 

5. We demand that the appointment, by the president of 
the United States or by the governors of the various states, 
of all religious festivals and fasts shall wholly cease. 

6. We demand thatthe judicial oath in the courts and in 
all other departments of tlie government shall be abolished, 
and that simple affirmation under the pains and penaltics of 
perjury shall be established in its stead. 

7. We demand that all Jaws directly or indirectly enforcing 
the observance of Sunday as the Sabbath shall be repealed. 

8. We demand that all laws looking to the enforcement of 
“ Christian ” morality shall be abrogated, and that al laws 
shall be conformed to the requirements of natural morality, 
equal rights, and impartial liberty. 

9. We demand that not only in the Constitutions of the 
United States and of the several states, but also in the prac- 
tical administration of the same, no privilege or advantage 
shall be conceded to Christianity or any-other special religion ; 
that our entire political system shall be founded and admin- 
istered on a purely secular basis; and that whatever changes 
shall prove necessary to this end shall be consistently, un- 
flibchingly, and promptly made. 

— eorom 


The Campaign Fund. i 


Previously acknowledged................. ecce $2,183.64 
Rochelle, IlL........................ ie 8.45 
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PrepGes Parp.— Chicago Secular Union, $15. 
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News and Notes. 


` Rockford, IIL, is a city of about 20,000 inhabitants, 
and is quite conservativ. Nevertheless there is a con- 
siderable radical element. The Liberal Christians 
hav a prosperous society under the care of Dr. Kerr, 
who is almost on the line of our own work. In fact, 
as he himself said, there is but little difference be- 
tween us, not enough to quarrel about. He has a 
dash of transcendentalism, and accepts the philos- 
ophy of Spencer, and finds in the conception of an 
infinit energy tLe opportunity for prayer and aspi- 
ration which simple humanity does not afford. These 
Platonic ideas, accommodated through the * Unknow- 
able” of Spencer to modern science, are quite fasci- 
nating, and so long as they are held in a generous 
Spirit, and with a recognition of the equal dignity of 
purely scientific thought, are rather to be welcomed, 
like music and poetry, and all things which are pleas- 
ing and at the.same time unprovable. Dr. Kerr is 
entirely undogmatie, and the tendency of his work is 
to that for which the Secularist strives—a happy life 
where we now are. I enjoyed meeting with so cul- 
tivated, genial, and thoughtful a man as Dr. Kern, 
and can but hope for his continued success at Rock- 
ford. Mrs. S. B. Miller and friends, who arranged 
for the lecture, made my short stay in Rockford very 
pleasant. I arrived in theafternoon, and was obliged 
to leave on the midnight train for Ottumwa, and I 
-had but little time to study the situation. There was 
a good audience present, and it strikes me that Rock- 
ford will be an important point in the future of Lib- 
eralism. The country round about is permeated with 
Freethought, and a Secular Union in this city would in 
time find a growing local support. Iwas giacl to meet 
among those present at the lecture Mr. Steves, of 
Durand, who has been for years in the Liberal ranks, 
and also others from a distance, showing the inter- 
est that is feli in the national organization. 
. At Ottumwa I also found à cordial welcome. There 
. is a large society here, in which the Spiritualist ele- 


ment predominates, but an element that is quite in 


harmony with the aims and methods of the Union, 
Mr. Howell, the present speaker, introduced me to 
the audience. Mr. Stewart and Mr. Remsburg hav 
been working effectivly in this field. Mr. William 
Lindsay, Mr. and Mrs. McCarroll, and others keep 
the forces in constant activity. 

A full house was present at the lecture. It is de- 
sired that I should spend a Sunday at Ottumwa on 
my return trip, and I am in hopes to be able to do 
this. I hope also that the Ottumwa Society will be 
able to secure for awhile the services of Mr. Rey- 
nolds, who will find in Iowa a very promising field 
for his energy and. many a place where he can pitch 
his Tent and find crowds of intelligent listeners. 
Iowa is one of the best of territories for the pioneer 
of freedom. Its broad and breezy prairies do not 
take to orthodoxy. They are too much like rolling 
ocean to be favorable to sectarian narrowness. The 
churches hay for the most part a dilapidated appear- 
ance—as if they suffered from alternate chills and 
fever. Leon, to which lively place I came-from Ot- 
tumwa, was all agog with a revival when I arrived. 
The Christians heard that the Infidel was coming, 
and immediately sent to Chicago for a man to start 
the revival business, and it was in full operation on 
the night of my lecture. Two meetings were held in 
the churches. In spite of this, however, the Opera 
House was occupied to its utmost capacity. A good 
Christian met me in the afternoon and told me that 
the prayers of the faithful had been offered up for 
my conversion. J replied that I was perfectly will- 
ing to be converted if good and sufficient reasons 
were presented to my mind for such a change of 
opinion. In the evening a free platform was offered, 
but no one stepped forward to giv any evidence. 
Therefore I am an Infidel still. Mr. Remsburg has 
already lectured here, and arrangements are being 
made for another, and perhaps a series of lectures dur- 
ing the summer. Mr. J. W. Long, Mr. Gammon, and 
others are interested in themovement. Without doubt 
a Secular Society will be formed here. The county 
has many Liberals, and although they are not rich 
they hav enthusiasm and courage. I met Mr. Lem- 
max, of Princeton, Mo., and he reports quite a num- 
ber of Freethinkers in his vicinity, and if possible I 
sha!l lecture at Princeton on my return. 

Still on the move—from Leon I went to Creston, 
"where Mr. F. J. Green, of Nevinsville, had made 
arrangements for a lecture. Here also. there is a 
strong Secular element. Leading business men are 
Liberals. For some years the Unitarians hav done 
good work. Mr. Deir, of Creston; Mr. Wick, of 
Murray, who came about thirty miles to attend the 
lecture; Mr. Geer, of Cromwell; Mr. F. J. Green, of 
Nevinsville, will make this part of Iowa good for 
Liberal progress. My. Green has already done some 
effectiv work. He engaged Mr. Remsburg for Nev- 
insville, but the Christians, who had control of the 
hall, by one vote refused, to let him hav it. But 
Mr. Green was not to be defeated, and he moved his 
forces to Cromwell, where a most successful meeting 
was held, 

From Creston I went to Omaha, in the midst of 
driving snow. When I arrived there were sev- 
eral inches on the ground, and it looked as if I should 
hav no more than a corporal’s guard at my lecture. 
There was no use to fret; nature is very impartial, 
and treats the Christian and Infidel alike. However, 
there was a good attendance, both afternoon and 
evening. Omaha is a point of very great importance. 
It could count a thousand Liberals if they were well 
organized. I was sorry not to be able to remain 
longer. There is an auxiliary Union here, but many 
difficulties hav been in the way. I know, however, 
that it will eventually prosper. I shall endeavor to 
lecture here again on my return, and reorganize the 
Liberal forces. Mr. Thomas Foreman, Mr. Higgins, 
Mr. Davis, Mr. Jacobson, author of * Bible Inquirer,” 
and many others whom I met, are reudy to “lend a 
hand.” Mr. Foreman especially, who made arrange- 
ments for Mr. Jamieson’s lectures, has done very 
effectual service. Mr. Jamieson’s lectures at Omaha 
were quite successful. I find that he has been doing 
splendid work in this country, at Omaha, Creighton, 
Seward, and other places. —— 

Rev. Mr. Copeland, of the Unitarian church, out- 
side of the formality of prayer, to which even radical 
Unitarians cling with a wonderful fondness, as if 
somehow or other they could persuade the inexorable 
laws of nature to do. a good turn—outside of this 
Mr. Copeland is a first-rate Liberal He is my suc- 
cessor in the Unitarian church at Omaha. I left here 
about eight years ago for the breezy common of the 
universe. Even the mildest form of Christianity was 
to me a prison-house. Still I can’t find much fault 
with so broad and genial a man as Copeland, and I 
hope for him success. In the real issues of the day 
for liberty and justice, he is theroughly with us. I 
rather enjoyed going into the church where I used 
to preach, but in my heart how thankful I was that 
not even its gilded chains could fret my soul auy 
more. | i 

I am now at Creighton, Nebraska, a bright and 
lively place indeed. I feel quite at home. Although 
there are five churches here, the Liberals are really 


the commanding power. Mr. Quimby, aided by Mr. 
Jamieson, has done much to bring about this favor- 
able position. I had a large audience last night at 
the Opera House notwithstanding the bad weather. 
I expect an increased number this evening. From 
here I go to Stanton, Seward, Plum Creek, on to 
Laramie City for April 11th, and Rock Springs, April 
12th, and then I strike Utah and take the route as 
already announced, laid out for me by that indefati- 
gable worker, William Reynolds, of Wanship, chair- 
man of the executiv committee of Utah Territory. 
Those who desire lectures in Idaho, Montana, and 
Dakota will please address me at Wanship or Salt 
Lake City. Samur P. Pornam. 
2 


A New School. 


Directly in the line of progressiv ideas is the new 
school just incorporated for this city. Its exist- 
ence is principally due to the business tact and gen- 
erous philanthropy of Courtlandt Palmer, the treas- 
urer of the American Secular Union. Section 2 of 
the following Act (chapter 67 of the Laws of 1886) 
clearly defines its scope and purpose: 

Secrion 1. Alexander S. Webb, F. A. P. Barnard, 
Charles F. Chandler, Abraham 8. Hewitt, Parke Godwin, 
E. L. Youmans, R. Heber Newton, Francis B. Thur-. 
ber, William Lloyd, Andrew Carnegie, Gustav Gottheil, 
and Courtlandt Palmer, and all other persons who may 
become members of the corporation, are hereby consti- 
tuted a body corporate by the name of the Gramercy Park 
School and Tool-house Association, with perpetual succes- 
sion, and power to use a common seal, and to alter the same 
at pleasure, and to sue and be sued, and to take and hold by 
grant, purchase, and devise, real and personal property to an 
amount not exceeding one hundred thousand dollars in valne, 
for the purposes of said corporation, and to sell, convey, 
lease, and mortgage the same, or any part thereof, subject, 
however,. to the laws of this state in relation to devises. 

Skoriox. 2.—The purposes and objects of this corporation 
shall be to establish and conduct a school and tool-house for 
the instruction of children of both sexes, so as to combine 
thereby general and theoretical education in science, art, and 
literature, together with practical and technical instruction - 
and manual and business training in the various trades, arts, 
and professions. 

Srcrion 8. The amount of the capital stock shall be fifty 
thousand dollars, to be paid for in money or property. 

Sxorrox 4. The number of shares of which such capital 
stock shall consist shall be one thousand, of fifty dollars each. 

Srorion 5. Said corporation shall carry on its operations 
in the city of New York, with the privilege of establishing 
and conducting branch schools of the same general character 
elsewhere. 

Srorion 6. The number of trustees shall be five, and the 
following are the names of the trustees who shall manage its 
concerns for the first year, to wit: Benjamin 8. Church. 
Robert H. Lamborn, c urtlandt Palmer, Walden Pell, and 
Rush C. Hawkins. 

Srorion 7. Said corporation shall also possess the general 
powers and be subject to the restrictions and liabilities pre- 
scribed in chapter forty of the laws of eighteen hundred and 
forty-eight, and of the acts extending and amending the 
same. 

It will be seen that the school proposes to be to 
youth what the kindergarten is to childhood—the suc- 
cessor of the latter institution, Mr. Palmer calls it, 
both being the natural outgrowth of the modern ideas 
which are gradually taking possession not only of the 
educational, but of all domains. The scheme of edu- 
cation of which this school and tool-house forms a 
part divides the learning period of the young into 
three stages, as set forth by Comte, but shortening 
each somewhat. The first stage of a child’s life is the 
six or seven years of infancy, when the babe grad- 
ually acquires a knowledge of things around him by 
contact, very much as a calf learns by experience not 
to butt his head against a stone wall From six or 
seven up to thirteen or fourteen the chief character- 
istic of the human animalis curiosity, and & natural 
propensity to pry into things. In successfully rear- 
ing a boy to the age of twelve or fourteen this 
school and tool-house plays an important part. In 
the first six or seven years the kindergarten is the 
method employed; in the second, the tool-house, in 
which he not only acquires knowledge, but also learns 
how to apply it. Mathematics applied becomes a 
pleasure when mathematics in the abstract is dull 
and uninteresting. The tool-house continues the 
work the kindergarten has begun, and the scholar is 
introduced into the mysteries of nearly all the trades. 
This education is therefore the best possible basis for 
those youths who must depend upon their own brain 
and hands for a living, fitting them as nothing else 
can for the hard practicalities of an unsentimental 
world. 

In inaugurating this school, Mr. Palmer has done 
New York city a great service, and it is to be hoped . 
that he will find substantial aid in maintaining it. As 
may be seen from the bill, the funds for the support 
of the school are to be obtained by the sale of stock. 
The enterprise is not a charity. The stock books are 
open at the office of Gilbert R. Hawes, 120 Broad- 
way, one of the gentlemen interested, and who pro- 
cured the passage of the act of incorporation. Mr. 
Hawes is also putting through the legislature a bill 
to establish an evening grammar school among the 
denizens of the East side of this town similar to the 
one in successful operation on the West side. Mr. 
Hawes is soliciting but not begging aid for the 
Gramercy Park School and Tool-house, and wealthy 
philanthropists can help the rising generation by 
calling upon him. 
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Communications. 


Christ as a Teacher of Hate.—Concluded. 


Christ seemed to be intent upon this one point, so 
to impress his followers with such a sense of provi- 
dential care that they would need no thought for 
to-morrow. “Ask the father what ye will in my 
name, and it shall be granted unto you.” “ Forsake 
all and follow me.” Simple trust in him was the 
grand virtue. He enforced this practically when he 
fed five thousand people on two loaves and a few 
fishes, and also when -he ordered. his disciple to go 
and cast a hook into the sea, on which he would catch 
a fish; in his mouth he wonld find money with which 
to pay the taxes. These things were to impress his 
followers with the supreme sense of faith in him, and 
that faith would provide for them and at the same 
time save them. How absurd to tell us in the pres- 
ence of his life, sayings, and teachings that he only 
meant that they should not hav undue anxiety about 
to-morrow. What treachery is this in this to this 
so-called divine teacher! What did he mean in his 
pointed prohibition when he said: “ Be not like unto 
the gentiles?” They were doing the things which 
this prohibition covered. "They were taking thought 
for to-morrow in food and drink. Can anything be 
more stupid than to charge this Ohrist with this 
moral depravity, saying what he did not mean? “Sell 
all you hav and giv to the poor.” “ Lay not up your 
treasures upon earth." “To him that would borrow 
- of thee turn thou not away; lend without hope of 
return" “He that will lose his life shall find it, 
while he that will save his life shall lose it." What 
do these words mean if they do not convey to the 
mind the same thought, that of trust in God and not 
in forethought, as in prudential measures? He 
warns against human providence in the saying, “ He 
. that will save his life shall lose it." Intellectual dis- 
honesty is seen in this forced construction put upon 
the words of the Christ, that there might be some 
kind of an apology for turning gentile. Is it not true 
that these professed Christians are in all things but 
name gentiles, for they do the things which the gen- 
tiles do, and they make a gentile of Christ? If they 
could only be induced to tell the truth, that would 
end the farce, and then we would see just what we 
see now, under a false name. If there is any intel- 
lectual dishonesty in this world, I would like to know 
where it is if it is not in these devotees of the Chris- 
tian religion who swear by the Christ and at the same 
time crucify his words. Here is where we find the 
strength of Dr. Rexford, and others like bim who are 
known in the churches through their extreme praises 
of the Christ and his gospel of love, and at the same 
time twist and torture his wo:ds out of all that is nat- 
ural. Deprive Dr. Rexford of the use of his twisting 
and turning exegetical machine, and he is as weak as 
was Samson when shorn of his locks; but as long as 
it meets with success as a foraging and skirmishing 
operation around the commissary department of old 
orthodoxy, all is well. The scriptures which we hav 
introduced are all in harmony with the entire doc- 
trins of Christ. But the important question now 
arises, How is it possible to find the products of 
industry in a scheme which fundamentally ignores 
industry? This is eminently true of the gospel of 
the Christ. “ Take no thought for to-morrow” does 
not produce humanities or charities. It does not 
build asylums nor institutions of reform, or those 
that are in the interest of civilization. It has no 
school-houses, no institutions of learning, no art, no 
science, no improvements, 

“Came unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy- 
laden, and I will giv you rest.” Forsakng occupa- 
tions of industry to follow the footsteps of an advent- 
_ urer, or of a God, will not produce civilization, build 
railroads or churches. And the obvious reason why 
we see these things in connection with Christianity is 
because of the antichristian element, the potencies of 
human industry divorced from all that is divine or 
supernatural l'or want of this obvious discrimina- 
tion, we often hear those stupid devotees, doctors of 
divinity, talk about what Christianity has done in 
comparison with all else in the civilization of this 
world. Christianity has become gentile: it has lost 
all but its name, and this it would discard had it not 
lost the honesty of its founder. It has stolen the 
forbidden things of the Christ, which is the princi- 
pal agency used in its propagandism. It has stolen 
the way and methods of the world to carry on its 
purposes. It has long since trampled in the dust all 
that once made it Christian. It is now of the world, 
and its devotees love the world and the things that 
are in the world, and they are busy in laying up their 
treasures on earth. In spite of the Christ who forbade 
this, they will not sell their treasures for any prof- 
fered mansions in the skies. They hav become like 
other men when shorn of their hypocrisy, which has 
fastened itself upon them as a result of their en- 
deavor to serve two masters. They know tha* living 
up to the teachings of the Christ renders civilization 
impossible, What would become of the emporiums 
of fashion if those calling themselvs Christian should 
turn Christian? What would become of the Chris- 


tian millionaire if he should turn Christian and sell 
all that he has and giv to the poor? 

If the Christian ladies’ phylacteries should be cut 
down so that they would come within the primitiv 
dimensions, where would our fashions go to? This 
all goes to show that Christianity is nothing but one 
huge system of premeditated hypocrisy. The Christ 
of Palestine is dead, and hangs a corpse in the grand 
cathedrals and splendid churches of to-day, and the 
worship therein offered is a sublime mockery. Its 
priestly devotees cannot be ignorant of this fact. It 
is treason against the intellectual life of the race. 
The antichristian element permits Christianity to hold 
up its head by its splendid suffrage, without which it 
would hay had dishonorable sepulture in the black, 
historical gestures of its own infamy. It is the low- 
est kind of uninformed civilized thought to assign 
humanities and charities to the influence of Christ’s 
doctrin. Will Dr. Rexford please inform the world 


why this “gospel of love, with its unparalleled hu- | 


manities and charities,” so utterly fails to make itseif 
known and felt in the land of its birth—in the land 
of infinit Gods, Christs, and Bibles? What can be 
the measure of this stupendous failure? Were 
there “chariots of iron in the mountain” which 
denied success to this divine gospel of love—this 
gospel of love driven out of the land of its birth, 
never more to enter there? This is one of the sad- 
dest chapters in the history of this gospel of love. 
What a shame in the presence of this impotence is a 
divine scheme to maintain that this gospel of love 
can produce humanities and charities, when it so 
utterly failed to make itself known and felt in its 
nativ land! But no doubt this failure is a part of 
this gospel of love, and all goes to show that failure 
is the common inheritance of the gods of all 
religions. 

It has met with success only where it has fallen 
in with an antichristian civilization. In such an en- 
vironment it wiil succeed, as any other religion 
would, and hence it is that Christianity exists by the 
suffrage of a civilization which it did not create, and 
it owes its existence to this civilization, and there- 
fore it is evident that the boast of Dr. Rexford is ex- 
treme folly: “It has done more than Mr. Ingersoll 
and all of his fellow-skeptics hav done, or ever will 
do.” In the line of begging, this is eminently true, 
and in making instruments of torture it is unparal- 
leled. Hospitals and asylums which it controls are, 
as everyone knows, largely supported by the gener- 
osity of those whom it must damn. The support 
which these institutions receive comes from the hu- 
man, and hence is antichristian. It is human provi- 
dence, and not diviue. But this wise doctor tells us 
that “this is a gospel of love" “It is all love.” 
“Love is the all in this divine scheme.” “Love one 
another.” “Love thy neighbor as thyself.” “Love 
all mankind.” What a senseless philosophy this is! 
Love is not the slave of command. It cannot be com- 
manded. A command to “ Love one another,” * Love 
al men,” “ Love God,” is profoundiy insane. It is 
impossible. You might as well command a mother to 
hate the babe which she so fondly caresses, and for 
whom she would giv her life, as to command anyone 
to love, much less to command the loving of an 


enemy. Love and hate obey no one’s command, they 


do not come within the provisions of such authority. 
A command to love God, whom we hav not seen, is 
the most consummate absurdity. We never love that 
which comes not within the provision of our senses. 
We know not of God; to love such is impossible. 
We can only love in the presence of sense percep- 
tion, without which love or hate is excluded. We 
form ideals in the absence of sense perceptions, and 
these are what we love or hate, but not the real. But 
we are informed, at any rate, that Christ’s doctrin is 
love by this eminent D.D. The same is true of Mo- 
hammed's gospel, “ If ye believe not that I am he, ye 
shall die in your sins.” “If I had not come and 
spoken unto you ye had not had sin." ‘“‘ These shall 
go away into everlasting punishment.” ‘Ye hypo- 
crits, ye serpents, ye generation of vipexs, how can ye 
escape the damnation of hell?’ Ina parable of the 
Christ in illustration of the kingdom of heaven, he 
takes a wedding feast. Those not coming that were 
invited, he ordered his servants to go out into the 
highways and hedges, and compel them to come in. 
This being done, one was found without the wedding 
garment; he was bound hand and foot and cast out 
into outer darkness, he being thus for no fault of 
his, being compelled to enter the wedding feast, and 
then he was forced to submit to this cruel treatment. 
How can anyone call this a gospel of love without 
hazarding mental suicide? It is promised by one of 
his inspired apostles that the “Christ shall come 
with a flaming sword, taking vengeance of them that 
know him not.” This is a gospel of love! 

And then the endless punishment to which they 
are consigned who reject him thunders a negation 
to this false claim, a gospel of love. No, not in the 
last will and testament of the Christ can anyone for 
a moment believe that the gospel of Christ is a gospel 
of love without the most disgraceful perversions of 
the clear statements of the Christ. But this doctor 
opens our eyes once more when he impeaches his 
God, Hear what he says: “Jesus was combating 


the narrow sympathies of Judaism, which was a re- 
ligion of hatred for all except a narrow circle in Pal- ` 
estine.” This divine religion, the religion of God's | 
chosen people, thus vilified—a religion of hate. This 
is the way this man of God talks about the father of 
his Christ. This is the hight of Christian audacity. 
What can surpass. this, coming from the lips of 
priestly love? The best that God could do was to 
giv to his chosen people a gospel of hate. Well, 
doctor, it is all right; there is no hell, and hence Dr. 
Rexford can rest in quiet though he does condemn 
the father of the Christ. And still he persists in tell- 
ing the people of the love of God. He is the pastor 
of the Church of our Father. We are not left without. 
more of this deep logic which is so peculiar to the 
Christian minister. He says: “Staying with the 
fo:ks at home is what made Luther an outcast; what 
imprisoned Galileo, burnt Bruno.” This certainly is 
a new revelation. I hope that the doctor has not 
turned Mormon. History points to the fact that this 
church of Christ did these foul deeds. The church 
of the living God imprisoned Galileo, burnt Bruno : 
and Servetus, and millions of others. The doctor's 
gospel of love did these bloody deeds, and it stands 
before the enlightened judgment of civilization con- 
demned as the vilest of all criminals. To make the 
world indebted to Christianity for its civilization is to 
falsify all history and read it backwards. Had Chris- 
tianity passed down unimproved there could hav been 
no philosophy, no science, or art; there could hav been 
noinventiv skill. There is nothing in Christianity to 
produce any of these things. None of these are 
Christian. ‘The gospel of love, in the mind of its 
author and his disciples, had only a short work to do. 
It was to be done before that generation passed 
away. This is the obvious reason why Christ had no 
words for industries or improvements. “God will 
provide. 
only need to attend to the one thing needful. Be ye 
ready, for the son of man cometh in an hour when ye 
think not." 'This fact fully explains his marked indif- 
ference to all of the important things of this life. 
He was silent on the questions of law, statesmanship, 
medicin, science, philosophy, art, poetry, and litera- 
ture. He founded no schools. He gave the world 
no treatis on any of the many absorbing interests 
which contemplated the good of the people. He said 
nothing of the moral power of home, but rather com- 
manded desertion. He never wrote a word except 
some unknown words in the sand. He left no guide 
whatever, under his own signature, to which disputa- 
tion might refer. No, no, all was left to a few igno- 
rant fishermen who hav no historical existence... Yet 
Dr. Rexford telis us about Cliist’s gospel of love. 
If there is such a gospel it is an absurd one. But 
how does he know that he, Christ, ever left such a 
gospel? Ecclesiastical exegetical gymnastics is the 
source of his information. The numberless disputa- 
tions which hav taken place over the divine authority 
evidently tell the truth, that his demonstration cf 
the truth of this gospel of love came as we hav sug- 
gested. Inall honesty, is ib possible that the thought- 
ful clergy of this age are so stupid that they do not 
see that this entire scheme is purely a human inven- 
tion, and a very poor one at that? Suppose that the 
world had acted as commanded by one of the loving 
disciples of Christ as to the method of obtaining wis- 
dom. “If any man lack wisdom let him ask of God 
who giveth liberally, and upbraidet} not, and it shall 
be given." We see that this at once explains the 
silence of Christ upon the all-important question of 
education. What would hav been the schools, col- 
leges, and universities of this, or any other age, if this 
had been the way to get an education? The follow- 
ing statement is legitimate. Had the gospel of Christ 
not been arrested in its development there would hav 
been no school-houses, no universities, nor any place 
of education anywhere under its reign. To speak of 
any growth, any improvement, any civilization, any- 
where as aresult of Christianity is to speak in measure- 
less terms of folly. One of the fortunate things in 
the history of recent centuries is the total rejection 
of the Christian scheme practically. The devotees 
practically do not believe it as formulated by the 
master. Their unbelief is, in fact, one of the prin- 
cipal factors which keep the church in existence— 
that is, the Christian church so-called. The treason 
of Christian devotees is the real ground of Christian 
hope to-day. But the humiliating part is in this 
matchless hypocrisy in claimed fidelity to Christ 
while they crucify him. In the light of another state- 
ment made by one of his disciples, what kind of med- 
ical institutions would fill our civilization to-day if 
his statement had been adopted by the world? “If 
any are sick among you let him call for the elders of 
the church, let them anoint him and pray over him, 
and he shall recover.” If this inspired authority was 
respected there would hav been no medical univer- 
sities, no physiology, no surgery, no anatomy, no 
M.D.’s; nothing of this sort would be in existence. . 
The elder, with. his brush and grease-pot in hand, 
would hav done the work, assisted by prayers. This 
work being thus performed, the assurance is given 
he shall recover, and, a consequent result, the ruin of 
the undertakers’ business, But our Christian dev- 
otees do not believe this, When they are sick they 


The time of my return is so near you will ^: 
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send at once for & physician, good, bad, or indifferent 


"^ . morally, to come and treat them, and never giv the 


| dtis right. 


elder, or his grease-pot, a thought. - Surely these are 
the days of the unregenerate. Now, dear doctor, if 
you fail to see where the intellectual dishonesty 
comes in, read these sayings of the Christ, and then 
consider how- you are forced io pervert his words 
before you can make out a case in the interest of 


"Christ's gospel of love. 


We must now consider the gospel of love in its hu- 
manities and its charities, which are “unparalleled any- 


- where else ” in the light of what is fundamental in it 


from a moral point of view. We are often invited to 
consider this gospel of love in its unsurpassed moral 
excellences. I hav for many years been a student of 
this gospel of love, and if its morality is the basis of 
its claimed victories, I am at à loss to know in what 
sense this is true. This gospel really nowhere treats 
this question of morality at all. Its moral phase is 
only accidental. The law and testimony must decide 
this question. Its morality is virtueless. Is there 
anywhere in this gospel of love even an illusion to 
the value of virtue or morality? Hav we not for 
centuries been told that morality is useless as a 
savior? “Christ is the only salvation.” Does the 
Christian devotee hope for a mansion in the skies 


. upon the ground of virtue or morality, or because he 


has kept the moral law? Certainly not. The virtue 
by which he secures a through ticket is commercial. 
He believes in the author of this gospel of love, and 
is saved—unbelief will consign him to hell. If he 
obeys the master, then he has a mansion and a harp 
in heaven ; if he does not he has the assurance that 
he is lost. Is there any moral justice in this, that 
because a man refuses a gift, a gratuity, therefore he 
incurs the penalty of perdition? This, to say the least, 
is immoral. Heaven is offered as a bribe, and if this 
fail, then the threat of hell comes in; and if these fail, 
then comes the execution—he is sent to hell. This 


` gospel of love is founded upon commercial value and 
~ nothing more. 


Society in its evolution had arrived 
at nothing higher at that time. To act because it 
was right had not reached religious consciousness. 
All was commercial. Will it pay? It will pay to 
follow this Christ, for you hav a promise of the life 
that now is, and everlasting life hereafter. Virtue is 
in the market and has its price. To obey this gospel 
of love is heaven; not thus to do is hell. The fifth 
commandment illustrates the whole Christian ethics: 
“ Honor thy father and thy mother.” Because it is 
their due?. No; this would be to do right because 
This will not do, but because potatoes 
and eggs hav a value in the market. “Honor be- 
cause you may liv long in the land which the Lord 
thy God giveth thee." Everywhere in the gospel of 
love this principle prevails. Take the case of the 
rich man and the beggar. The first goes to hell, and 
the latter to heaven. One would naturally ask why 
this discrimination? Any sane one in the contempla- 
tion of this marked difference. would say that there 
must hav been reasons founded in the eternal fitness 
of things. The wickedness of the first must hav 
been measureless, and the latter the incarnation of 
all virtue; but we will allow Father Abraham to ex- 
plain this matter. -A Christian should not for a mo- 
ment hesitate to take his explanation. Well, here it 
is: “Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime re- 
ceived good things. Likewise Lazarus received evil 
things; now he is comforted, while thou art tor- 
mented.” f 

In these words of Father Abraham there is not a 


. shadow of sin in any form charged against this rich 


man now tormented in hell fire, no charge of immo- 
rality at all. Why, then, is he thus punished? The 
answer comes from heaven, and it must be the true 
answer. Listen while heaven justifies the “ways of 
God to men:” ** He in this life received good things." 


And this is the reason why he is in hell “lifting up his 


eyes in torment,” and asks for a drop of water to cool 
his burning tongue. So we see that this gospel of love 
sends men to hell, not because they are immoral, but 
because they “receive good things.” What were 
these good things which this rich man received in his 
age in comparison with the good things that fall to 
the lot of the average Christian of to-day, to say 
nothing of our wealthy and fashionable Christians? 
If this rich man was sent to hell for the good things 
which fell to his lot, how many times must the pres- 
ent followers of Christ be sent to hell for their good 
things, which are ten to one of his! But why send 
this beggar to heaven? Because he was moral? No, 
not at all, but because he received evil things. .It is 
evident that morality is not a factor in the con- 
tract in the admission of a devotee to heaven, and it 
is also evident that immorality is not a factor in con- 
signment to hell The sayings of the Christ do not 
honor morality Hear him: “He that smiteth thee 
on the right cheek turn to him the otheralso.” “He 
that compels thee to go one mile go two." “ He 
that-will sue thee at the law and take away thy coat 


giv him thy cloak also." “He that would borrow of 


thee turn thou not away—lend without hope of 
return.” All of these would tend to encourage im- 
morality. “Resist not evil” is the secret of crime. 


These granky rulesare notmoral, eyen if they are not 


immoral. They are simply foolish. Human society 
would be impossible, regulated upon this plan. We 

should resist all forms of encroachment upon 

individual and society rights. The unresisting 

and the meek do not move the world to higher 

virtues or more exact morality. Those who do 

right because it is right scorn heaven coming 

as a bribe, and hell defy coming as a threat. 

Herein is the strength of human society. The yea, 

yea, nay, nay, loving your enemies, hav ever been 

powerless in the accomplishment of good in any age 

of this world.. Mr. Rexford’s gospel of love is, as it 

ever has been, incompetent to do good. It is the 

antichristian element in the church that renders him 

possible. His gospel of love has made the bloodiest 

pages of all history ; it has slaughtered more than all 

other religions. Christianity unbaptized by the world, 

acting in its divine capacity, has shown in one thing 

only inventiv skill; that is seen and only seen in in- 
struments of torture. It invents hells here and hells 
hereafter. These things consign it to to the ranks 
of barbarism. Its historical gestures are draped in 
the bloody vestments of its slaughtered millions, and 
the bloody victim’s blood of Calvary cannot atone tor 
such black infamy as characterizes the past history of 
this church full of dead men’s bones. 

J. H. Buryzam. 


OOO —————— 
Authorship of the Declaration of Independence. 


In Mr. Wakeman's address at the last celebration 
of Paine's birthday, he said that if Paine did not 
write he dictated the very phrases of the Declaration 
of Independence. ‘The question of the authorship of 
the Declaration was little thought of until Jefferson 
became a candidate for president in 1800. About 
that time the Virginia Gazette insisted that it was 
drafted “by some anonymous person.” Now Paine 
was anonymous all through the American Revolution. 
He did not publish himself as the author of “ Com- 
mon Sense” in 1776, and all the numbers of the 
* Orisis" were signed ‘‘Common Sense.” When he 
returned to England in 1887, he published an anony- 
mous pamphlet, entitled, * Prospects on the War.” 
Four years later he came out openly as the author of 
“Rights of Man,” and then some critic detected him 
as the author of the former work. 

The earliest hint of Paine's authorship of the Dec- 
laration of Independence, so far as I hav been able to 
discover, was in the Newark Gazette, Oct. 5, 1802. I 
quote the paragraph with the editor's own italics and 
capitals: 

It has long been supposed that Mr. Jefferson drew up the 
Declaration of Independence. This report was raised to fur- 
ther his election, and the philosopher has thought fit to 
countenance it. It was thought absolutely necessary to 
prove that he had done a£ least one good act in his life, amd 
this was pitched upon. Mr. Jefferson was one of a com- 
mittee of five, indeed, and after they had jointly drawn up 
the instrument it was given by Congress to a certain person, 
who, above all others, thc Democrats would dislike to hear, 
had corrected the writings of Mr. Jefferson for revision and 
amendment, and it was from this person it received the ELEGANT 
DEESS it now appears in.” 

The statement that it was “jointly drawn up” by 
the committee we now know is not true. It was not 
until 1823 that Jefferson ventured to say, *I drew 
it.” It is also untrue that “it was given by Congress 
to a certain person for revision and amendment.” 
Jefferson in 1821 said that he was requested to draw 
the Declaration, and he adroitly added: “ Zt was ac- 
cordingly done, and being approved by them, J re- 
ported it to the House on the 28th of June, when it 
was read and ordered to lie on the table.” Onlya 
few slight amendments had been made in the com- 
mittee by Franklin and Adams, but it underwent 
much change in the House, and was engrossed and 
printed exactly as it had passed the Congress. 

The article in the Newark Gazette was published 
Oct. 5, 1802; twenty-five days later Paine landed in 
America from a national ship, having been brought 
over from France in the same by order of President 
Jefferson. ; i 

The earliest public and positiv assertion that Paine 
wrote the Declaration appeared in Cobbett’s Register 
about 1835. The first proof ever adduced was in 
1872, in “Junius Unmasked,” whose author never 
heard that anyone else ever suspected it. The first 
knowledge I had of the discovery was about January 
3, 1872, when. Joel Moody, of Kansas, was introduced 
to me. His book was already in stereotype, and on 
Sunday, January 21st, exactly one hundred years 
after the date of the last letter of Junius, I announced 
the discovery at a meeting of about forty persons, at 
the same time holding in my hand the first printed 
copy of the book. Mr. Moody was not present; he 
remained three months in Washington and desired 
for a time to remain unknown. Hence the author- 
ship was generally ascribed to me. I hav never 
claimed i£, but I hav made several further discoveries 
of Paine's secret work. Burr. 


Dead. 


To rBE Epiror or Tue Trutn Seeker, Sir: John Can- 
avan, a member of the Albany Secular Society, and a stanch 
Liberal, died March 24th, after a brief illness. Always will- 
ing to do his share in nelping to spread Liberalism, he will be 
missed by his co-workers in the Liberal cause. 

Yours respectfully, - C. HERBERT LUCK, 
Secretary Albany Secular Society, 


An Impostor. 


We are glad to note that our warm-hearted and energetic _ 
Greenback friend, Robert Blissert, the well-known tailor at 
852 Broadway, has been elected chairman of the New York 
Central Labor Union. This combination of labor, or of those 
who liv by labor, can within one year carry this city and 
state and elect candidates of its own nomination, entirely 
disregarding either of the old parties, if it wishes to. - . 

To tae Eprror or Tue Trots Seeker, Sir: The . 
foregoing appeared in last week's Pomeroy's Demo- 
erat, and is remarkably false. And, while it pains me 
to think the little lie should hav had much currency, 
it givs me great pleasure to hav thus an opportunity 
to bate the blare of this noisy trumpet. This bliz- 
zardy Blissert has had no official connection, in any 
capacity, with the Central Labor Union for more 
than two years; and, although he goes spouting to 
the lyceums and clubs about the labor movement, I 
know not a soul in any union whom this “ energetic 
Greenback friend" of “ Brick" really represents. He 
has no more standing before the unions of this city 
than Ben Butler or Jake Sharp, and the sooner peo- 
ple who now look upon him as a leader know the 
truth the better it will be for all hands. If I could 
hav my notion adopted, the Central Labor Union of 
New York would pass and hav published a vote of 
repudiation of this two-faced tailor and a few of his 
colleagues among the soi-disant reformers who go 
about doing so much damage, when taken as samples 
of our stock. 

“At least, let me assure your readers who may hav 
seen this item that Blissert is not a member of the 
Central Labor Union; that we elect a chairman every 
Sunday for that day only; and that we rigidly ex- 
clude from our deliberations every topic that might 
tend to divert our attention from the pressing indus- 
trial needs of the hour to politics of any kind. 

Yours respectfully, J. N. Bogert, 
Trustee Central Labor Union. 
New York, March 29, 1886. 
<9 o 
A Letter from Chicago. 
. Putnam's precursor was a violent rain storm, which, while 
on my way to welcome him to the western metropolis on 
Saturday evening, set me to speculating whether or no an 
orthodox conspiracy had not been hatched up with the 
weather clerk, for everything wore a most woful frown, 
never relaxing until too late to benefit Liberalism. 
Sunday was a misnomer ; it was dreary enough for the most 
approved Presbyterian Sabbath, for Old Sol had little chance 
to penetrate the dense clouds emitting melting snow, making 
the slushy streets a misery to pedestrians. ‘ 

Our Union has engaged a new hall in the same building as 
the old one, and its furnishing combines comfort and beauty. 
Besides the main hall, therc are reception rcoms, a banquet 
hall, work rooms—in fact, all the modern conveniences, and 
a sable attendant thrown in. The ante-rooms were hurriedly 
furnished, as it was the intention of the Union to hay given 
the secretary a rousing reception, but his engagements would 
not permit. 

Sunday afternoon the storm was particularly severe, and 
largely prevented attendance at the dedication or consecration 
of the Secular Hall, on which auspicious occasion the visit of 
Secretary Putnam was quite opportune, as well as the theme 
of his discourse, **The New Heaven and Earth." All pres- 
ent were ennobled by the mental elevation attained where a 


true rationalist pleads for an idcalization of this weary, hum- 
drum life, and its ceascless round of ignorance, injustice, and 
wrong, and tries to point how to bring it in conformity with 
science and reason, so that this world—the Christians! vale of 


tears—may bloom with bright images of human happiness 
and illustrious thoughts, which shall put an end to social 
anarchy, and inaugurate on earth the ncw heaven—a heaven 
where with improved manhood and associations we shall all 
iiv to love and enjoy each other's happincss. 

Having been struck by the litcrary beauty of Putnam’s 
“ Glory of Infidelity,” given at the Cleveland Congress, we 
sclected that as his evening lecture, and as the storm had 
somewhat diminished, a large audience was present. Ibe- 
lieve I express the unanimous sentiment of our socicty when 
I say that for a lecture of its character it has never been sur- 
passed, and seldom equaled, on our platform—a platform 
famous for tne talent it affords. 

A true lover of Liberalisn— who loves the principle for 
itself—loves also its finest examples, and delights to contem- 
plate the moral heroism of those who hav bequeathed to us 


the mental liberty which it is our duty, so far as in us lies, to 
make universal. When greatness—in the field of either 
physical, moral or mental heroism—ceases to be an abstrac- 
tion, when it becomes embodied in human conduct and char- 
acter, we are compelled to indulge in feelings of gratitude 
and admiration. This is thc greatest and grandest impulse 
which seizes the human mind. ‘ The Glory of Infidelity ” is 
the adoration of this enthusiasm; it fairly bristles with good 
things, and each sentence is an epigrammatic secular ser- 
mon. Putnam is the very embodiment of whole-souled 
sincerity. 

Our Ünion has had a good many financial claims upon it 
this winter, and I, as its treasurer, fcel under obligation to | 
the menibers for gencrous assistance. Thos. Galpin and G. 
W. Reickweld each handed me a '* V" on the night of Put- 
nam’s lecture, and A. C. Berg, U. C. Dahl, and Frank Smead 
hav often given evidence that they are Liberals. Dr. E. 8. 
McLeod has left our city.for the West, and the best wishes 
of our society go with him, for he was one of the most gen- 
erous and genial gentlemen we hav ever had. 

E. A. STEVENS. 

P. §.—Hav just received a private note from my friend 
Gen. M. M. Trumbull, than whom there is no more com- 
petent authority, who was present Sunday evening. He says 
in reference to Putnam's lecture on ‘The Glory of In- 
fidelity : " : 

* PREND Srevens: Icansay that it was a very eloquent 
and inspiring production, full of noble sentiments, and the 
highest mora] instruction, Very sincerely yours, 

' d ML 1050 EM, M. TRUMBULL.” 
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will be prompt. If we are to print pictures each 
week, the subscription list must be lengthened. 
That those inclined to help add to the list may find it 
no hard matter, we make the following low terms: 


Single subscription............ eee $3 00 
One subscription two years, in advance................-. 5 00 
Two new subscribers................ceeeeneeeeeneee n . $900 
One subscription with, one new subscriber, in one re- 
BOLCuNTEIR T 5 00 
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Will not everyone, in. renewing, try to get at least 
one new subscriber, thus saving money for themselvs 
and helping us? 

And in renewing inclose 25 cents for the Trove 
SEEKER Annvat for 1886. 


——— ti € 
Prayer. 


We make haste to chronicle the first instance 
known of any benefit accruing from the habit of pray- 
ing. The incident occurred in the city, and will be 
valuable as a text for our ministers, though perhaps 
the fact that the benefit was conferred upon one who 
denies Christ will dull the point of their sermons. 

It is the custom of one Bernard Polak, a denizen 
of Catharine street, to rise every morning at three 
o'clock for the purpose of visiting a synagog to say 
his prayers and read the Mosaiclaw. Just as he was 
getting out of bed one day last week, a man smashed 
in his window and leaped into the room. Early 
rising has made Mr. Polak peculiarly vigorous. 
Although the intruder was a powerful man, Mr. Polak 
soon subdued him and handed him over to the police, 
after which he went to the synagog, read the law, 
and prayed. 

As a religious journal, Tae TRUTH sedi cannot 
allow this proof of the efficacy of prayer to go unher- 
alded. The benefit in this case was threefold. 1. The 


habit of getting up to pray at three o'clock in the: 


: morning enabled Mr. Polak to be out of bed to receive 
the visitor at an hour when non-praying people are 
sleeping the soundest. 2. The early rising on the 
part of Mr. Polak presupposes also early retiring. 
Early retiring prevents dissipation, since worldly rev- 
elers choose the hours of night for their orgies. 3. 
Early retiring and early rising hav made Mr. Polak a 
healthy and hale old man, and given him the muscle 
necessary to overcome bold and bad marauders. 
Hence it follows that the habit of prayer is threefold 
in the nature of its benefits, and we respectfully sub- 
mit the foregoing case to Professor John Tyndall as 
an answer to his challenge to the churches to show 
the efficacy of prayer. 

But on the other hand it is also our duty to pro- 
test against prayer. As we hav seen, prayer may be 
beneficial under certain combinations of circum- 
stances, but there are other combinations in which it 
not only is not beneficial but is a positiv nuisance. 
As a burglar alarm it may be all very well; as a 
means of working off a stump speech in the House 
of Representativs it is to be discountenanced. 

Simultaneously with the praying Mr. Polak’s ap- 
pearance before the public, the chaplain of the lower 
house of Congress has brought the fact of his exist- 
ence into view. He has begun a series of prayers 
especially designed to apprise the Almighty of his 
views upon various topics, and to seek that powerful 
shade’s help to enforce them. One’ day our chaplain 


4 


brings up for the Almighty’s consideration the repre- 
hensible practice of shearing lambs in Wall street. 
* Rid the land," he implored, * of, all gamesters, 
whether they gamble with dice or cards, or chips, or 
with wheat, or stocks, or corn, or cotton. Deliver 
us from the influence and power of robbers, who, en- 
ticing their victims to boards of trade and stock ex- 
changes and bucket shops, name their practices of 
plunder ‘shearing the lambs.’” The next day this 
cabinet officer of deity instructs his chief as to the 
labor question. He prayed that God might forbid 
the rich and prosperous from attempting to import 
and reproduce on our new soil the pomps and shows, 
the folly and fashions, the luxury and pride, of other 
climes, lest the giant Anarchy, blind through igno- 
rance and rage, like. sightless Samson, goaded to 
madness by oppression, should put forth his hairy 
strength and celebrate his self-murder in the ruins of 
his oppressors till chaos come again. As an indirect 
condemnation of the “philosophy” of our Boston 
friends, we think this is unfair, unless the Anarchists 
are invited to pray to the representativs, and allowed 
full opportunity to explain to the Almighty just what 
Anarchy is. 

This method of stump speechifying is, moreover, 
open to other objections. This great and glorious 
nation pays the chaplain nine hundred dollars a ses- 
sion for his services, and the understanding is that 
for that sum he is to tell God how much superior 
this country is to any other, and to beseech him to 
confuse all our enemies. To reveal to him that the 
United States are sometimes torn by internal dissen- 
sions, and very far from being a perfect nation, is to 
invite divine reprobation ; for, as Napoleon said, God 
is on the side of the strongest battalions in war. Sois 
he with the nation that least needs him. In proof 
of this we hav only to refer to disrupted Poland, dis- 
contented Ireland, conquered aud abused Madagas- 
car, and other small nations preyed upon by the 
strong. Therefore to let the Almighty know that the 
United States has weak points is almost a direct ap- 
peal for him to withdraw his patronage. 

With the newspaper criticisms that these kinds of 
prayer are silly and blasphemous, disgraceful to the 
House, and ought to be stopped, we hav no sympa- 
thy. So long as our representativs disobey the Con- 
stitution by paying some pious mountebank for 
praying, we do not think they can be disgraced by 
the quality of the service. And as blasphemy to- 
ward particular deities is only a question of geog- 
raphy, so blasphemy, toward any country’s God is 
only a matter of opinion. If there is any use in 
prayer at all, let us hav it practical. If this chaplain 
shall continue to make himself.a praying nuisance 
until the members of the House recollect that Con- 
gress has no official business with religion, and dis- 
pense with his services, it will hav been, next to the 
case of Mr. Polak, the most fruitful instance of 
prayer known in this country. 

1 
The Progress of the Museum Business. 

The Hagan bill to authorize further appropriations 
for the maintenance of the museums in Central Park, 
printed in Tat TauvuH SEEKER of March 27th, passed 
the Assembly, after a lengthy debate, on April 1st. It 
is a pleasure to find that only one New York city 
member opposed it, Mr. Lucius Lucullus Van Allen 
by name, and of the seventh New York assembly dis- 
trict by habitation. The reporter of the Sun says 
that “the flaps of his great shirt-collar took on the 
character of angels’ pinions as he thundered against 
legalizing the breaking of the Sabbath.” Mr, Van 
Allen read a list of names of clergymen and business 
men protesting against the opening of the museums 
on Sunday, but if the list was longer or more repre- 
sentativ than the names asking for the opening which 
the assemblymen read in the pamphlet laid upon 
their desks by the American Secular Union, the re- 
porters hav evaded their duty by omitting to men- 
tion the fact. Another opponent of the bill was Mr. 
Erwin, of St. Lawrence county, the chairman of the 
Ways and Means Committee. Mr. Erwin, the scoff- 
ing Sun reporter says, looks at Sunday from a North 
Woods standpoint. He said that he knew he should 
be called an old fogy and puritanical for opposing 
the bill, but he desired to remind the members that 
this same puritanical spirit had made this country 
what it is—a free land. The poor people who were 
alleged to be in sympathy with this move were the 
very people who would not make use of the institu- 


tions if they were opened. Nearly three-fourths of | 


H 
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the beautiful things in the museums were contrib-' 


uted by Christian men and women, who would be 
certain to remdve them if this bill became alaw. Mr. 
Erwin has evidently been supplied with Mr. Jesup's 
pamphlet and had an interview with Bishop Doane. 
These arguments are very familiar Mr. Platt, of 


Dutchess, wanted to amend the bill by substituting 


two evenings a week for Sundays. He said that in 
England in 1882 the question was brought up 
whether certain public institutions should be thrown 
open on the Sabbath there. It was submitted to the 
societies of English workingmen. Against it were 
2,412 of these societies and for it were only 62. By 
actual count, 6,500,000 persons visited these same in- 
stitutions when they were subsequently opened two 
evenings in a week. Mr. Platt, who is an editor, has 


also read Mr. Jesup’s pamphlet, but seems not to hav 


heard of the recent action of the meh House of 
Lords. 
The speakers in favor of the bill were Robert R. 


Hamilton, of the eleventh New York assembly dis- . 


trict; J. A. Cantor, of the twenty-third district ; 
James Haggerty, of the twentieth; Edward P. Hagan, 
of the sixteenth district ; Daniel E. Finn, of the first 
district; J. P. Windolph, of the thirteenth district; 
and John B. Longley, of the tenth Brooklyn district. 
Mr. H. B. Hotchkiss, of the eleventh Brooklyn dis- 
trict, pointed out that the bill was not mandatory, but 
permitted the local authorities to increase the dona- 
tions to the museums by $20,000 per year, provided 
the institutions are kept open on Sunday. The 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment is authorized 
to appropriate this sum if it sees fit. The bill 
passed by the following vote: 

Yzas.—Messrs. Ainsworth, James S. Allen, A. H. Baker, 
Barnes, Bates, Berry, Binder, Bowe, Brennan, J. A. Brown, 
Bruns, Buckley, Bush, Cantor, Chase, Cheney, Cole, Collins, 
Conlan, Connelly, Craft, Dalton, Demers, Dickson, Dickey, 
Dinkelspiel, Donald, Doyle, Farrell, Finn, Fitch, Freligh, 
Gallagher, Gardner, Giese, Gordon, Greene, Hagan, James 
Haggerty, Henry F. Haggerty, Hamilton, Hardin, Hall, 
Hayes, Hill, Hotchkiss, Howe, Kiernan, Knapp, Kraus, 


Lawlor, Leete, Lindsay, Longley, Mable, Maher, Manville, — 


McCann," McCarthy, 
McMahon’, McManus, Newton, O'Brien, Porter, Power, Shea, 


Sheehan, Shelley, Charles Smith, Wafer, White, Windo'ph, 


Wolf—76. -> 

Naxs.—Messrs. G. Allen, E. P. Babcock, J. Babcock, Bat- 
cheller, Cutler, Curtis, Davis, Decker, Edson, Erwin, Had- 
ley, Hogeboom, Hopkins, Ingersoll, Kilby, Kruse, Parsons, 
Peart, Pierce, Platt, Rea, Robinson, Seaver, Sime, Clark E. 
Smith, R. H. Smith, Stacey, Tuck, Van Allen, Wood, the 
Speaker—81. 

That the museum authorities are opposed to Sun- 
day opening, and will do everything they can to pre- 
vent it, is shown by their opposition to this bill, which 
does not force them to open, but only removes one 
of the obstacles upon which they hav laid great 
stress—the expense. They evidently do not wish 


the obstacle removed, preferring that the museums 


shall suffer rather than that their religious hob- 
bies shall be overridden. . We trust, however, that 
the Senate will take as wise a view of ‘she matter as 
has the Assembly, for with a reward of ‘twenty thou- 
sand dollars in front of them the managers of the 


museums may be more amenable to reason. 
oo 


The Tax Bill. 


Bishop Doane of Albany, the same who told the 
New York Sabbath Committee that open museums 
on Sundays meant open factories as well, has 
come to the help of the Lord against the mighty 
to evade payment of taxes on his property. Tues- 
day, March 30th, Mr. Doane addressed the Assembly 
Committee on Ways and Means in antagonism to the 
bill we printed last week forcing impartial taxation 
upon all property alike. 

However, the bishop did not hav things all his 
own way. Just as he had put into full view of the 
committee that noble right leg of his, covered with 
the Episcopalian silk stocking, Mr. J. J. McCabe, 
secretary of the New York State Freethinkers’ Asso- 
ciation, walked into the committee room armed with 
bundles of printed proofs, from this office, of the ad- 
dresses of Messrs. Duryea, Wakeman, and Hawes, 
which he presented to each member of the committee. 
Mr. Doane then proceeded with his speech. He said 
the Freethinkers were undoubtedly behind the bill, 


which he considered cowardly, insolent, and illogical ` 


in its provisions. He was not opposed to Free- 
thinkers. They had undoubtedly existed in all ages. 
But the bill is a blow at three great interests, educa- 
tion, Christian charity, and religion. As a great 
many hospitals and charitable institutions had been 


McClelland, McEwen, McLaughlin, ` 


» 
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asd with the denial that such property 
would be exempt from taxation, to impose taxation 
now would undoubtedly be unconstitutional. Bishop 
Doane knew that some of the one hundred and twenty 
places of worship in the northern .part of the state, 
which he visited, would hav to be closed if this tax 
were imposed. He recognized in this measure a 
preparatory attack on the principles of the religion of 
Christ. It was on the same line with that impious 
legislation of France which prohibits the name of 
God to be written in a text book. The bishop then 
read a letter written by the late Governor Dit on a 
. similar measure, in which that gentleman declared 
his belief that such a law was virtually a tax upon 
the worship of God. If the bill could be treated as 
he would prescribe, it should be reported adversely 


by the committee, killed in committee of whole of the. 
Assembly, sent to the Senate and be referred to the. 


Committee on Ways and Means, reported adversely, 
killed in committee of the whole of the Senate, and 
lastly, sent to the governor and vetoed by him. 
When Bishop Doane had concluded, Mr. McCabe 
had the floor. He pointed out to the committee that 
the bishop was in error in attributing the bill en- 
tirely to the Freethinkers. Freethinkers, said Mr. 
“McCabe, had a bill of their own, but as they found 


', that this bill would accomplish all the purposes they 


had in view in regard to. taxing. the churches, they 
"had adopted this bill. Bishop Doane’s claim of the 
moral and civilizing influence of the church is not 
supported by history or statistics. Mr. McCabe 
claimed that the moral-and civilizing influence of the 
New York State Freéthinkers’ Association is much 
. greater than that of the church, yet its members did 
not ask to hav property which the association might 
hold exempted on that account. Nor did they ask 
. for appropriations from the state. Mr, McCabe said 


` that the bishop's reference to French legislation was 


unwise, for that country was only trying to keep 

. pace with the march of progress—it was a good ex- 
ample for this country to follow. People had been 
under the control of priests too long in every coun- 
try. The struggles of the poor churches were: no con- 
cern of those who did not believe in religious dog- 
mas, but yet were taxed to support them. Governor 
Dix, whose letter the bishop read, was an interested 
party. His son presided over the richest Protestant 
church corporation in this country, Trinity church, 
New York. General Grant was at least as good a 
patriot, and it is now admitted that he was one of the 
greatest of America’s sons, yet he was in favor of tax- 
ing church property. Grant said that if church 
property should increase in the future as in the 
past, in the year 1900 its value would be at least 
three billion dollars, and that confiscation would fol- 
low. Therefore, if the legislature and the church 
were opposed to taxing church property, taking Gen- 
eral Grant as a prophet and a statesman Mr. McCabe 
personally was not interested in Mr. Duryea’s bill. He 
_could afford to hopefully wait for the year 1900. There 
were a great many people who would not drop many 
tears if property which had been obtained by illegiti- 
mate means should meet the fate predicted by Gen- 
eral Grant. 

Thus the matter rests.with the committee. What- 
ever their report upon the bill may be, there is small 
chance of its passing this session. But if the sup- 
porters of the ineasure are persistent, the year will 

. undoubtedly come when this bill or a similar one will 
grace the statute books of the Empire state. 
te —————— 
A Medal for the Methodists. 

Recently in comparing the tendency of the different 
Christian denominations in Canada to get into jail, 
we wrote: “The Presbyterians and Methodists are 
about equal, though the comparison would be more 
edifying if we knew the proportion each sect bears to 
the total population of the province.” A friend from 
Kansas sends us the desired figures, as follows: 

“ The Roman Catholics, with 16 4-5 per cent of the popu- 
tation, furnish 37} per cent of the criminals. The Church 
of England, 19 3-10 per cent of population, and 31 14-100 
per cent of the criminals. Presbyterians, 22 per cent of the 
population, and 12 85-100 per cent of the criminals; and the 
Methodists, 33 18-100 per cent of the population, and 12 4-10 
per cent of the criminals.” 


' According to the percentages, therefore, the sesulis 
would be as follows: Roman Catholics, 25,500 com- 
mitments; Church of England, 18,435 ; Presbyterian, 


6,673 ; Methodists, 4,468. 
This is good showing for the Methodists, and we 


congratulate Dr. Buckley upon the immunily from 
punishment of his Canadian brethren. We would 
willingly concede that the Methodists are more virt- 
uous than the Presbyterians were it not so well known 
that the sin most affected by Methodists is one not 
the oftenest found out. The Presbyterians are ro- 
bust rogues, the Methodists effeminate. 


` Liberalism in Pennsylvan a. 


** Blessed are they. which are persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake.” 


Messrs. Plack, Kline, and Kemp are members of 
the Altoona, Pa., Liberal League, and are all exten- 
sivly engaged in business. Like other business men, 
they occasionally become involved in lawsuits. Blair 
county is a Christian community, and some of the 
tricks resorted to by their legal enemies are worthy 
of Christians. Recently Mr. Kemp was sued by a 
Mr. Piper for the recovery of a wagon. That Mr. 
Kemp’s cause was righteous is evidenced by the jury 
finding a verdict in his favor after being out less than 
half an hour. Mr. Kemp being known as an officer 
of the League, the plaintiff’s attorney tried to use 
that fact to exclude Mr. Kemp’s testimony, and prob- 
ably would hav succeeded had not Mr. Kemp been 
too shrewd a polemicist to be caught. The following 
conversation between Mr. Kemp and the assistant 
counsel to Mr. Piper, and the court (Hon. Judge 
Dean) is interesting: . 

“John R. Kemp sworn to make true answers. 

“ By Mr. Barprip@e: Do you believe in the existence of a 
God? A.: I thought this was a court of knowledge; the 
judge has told everybody here he don’t want to know what 
people believe, but what they know. 

* Q.: I want to ask you whether you believe in a God or 
not? 

“By Mr. Nerving: Do you believe in & supreme ruler of 
the universe? 

“By Mz. Barpnipozg: Do you believe in God? A.: Which 
one? 

“Q: Ina God? A.: Every man has his god; mine isa 
power; I never saw it, to the best of my knowledge; I don't 
know anything about it; it is a supreme power; I don't be- 
lieve in the Jew God, I don’t believe in the Mohammedan 
God, nor I don't believe in the Christian God. 

* By raz Counr: Do you believe in a state of future re- 
wards and punishments? A.: Yes, sir. 

“By tHE Court: I think he is a competent witness. 

** By Mr. Woopoook: If you believe in future punishment, 
where do you believe it will be, in this world or hereafter? 
A.: I don’t know where it will be; you say man is eternal; if 
so, he would hav to liv before he was born; an eternity with 
the end cut off wouldn't make an eternity. 

* Q.: Do you believe in any hereafter at all? A.: Yes, sir. 

** By Mr. BALDRIDGE: Do you believe in th» Bible? A.: 
Yes, sir; what is true. 

“Q: You don't accept the whole of the Bible as truth? 
À.: No, sir; I don't. 

“ Q.: Do you believe in a future state of rewards and pun- 
ishments? A.: Yes, sir. 

* Q.: Do you believe in the existence of a God who will 
punish you if you swear falsely? A.: I don’t know anything 
about him.” 

“Q.: Do you believe in the existence of a God who will 
punish you if you swear falsely? A.: If you explain what 
you mean by the word ‘God’ I will tell you; every man has 
his own idea. 

* Q.: Don’t you know what I mean by the Christian God, 
the God of the Bible? A.: I don’t need to believe that. I 
don’t believe he was ever as wicked as the Bible purports 
him to be. 

“By Mr. NERvixE: Do you believe in a supreme power? 
À.: Yes, sir. 

“Q: That will punish and reward according to your acts 
here? A.: Yes. sir; if you do wrong you hav got to suffer 
the punishment. 

* By THE Courr: I think the witness is competent. 

t“ The witness was then sworn generally.” 


In the jury-room, one of the jurors brought up the 
question of Mr. Kemp’s religious belief as affecting 
the credibility of his evidence, but the foreman sat 
down upon him by saying, “The jury might as well 
consider Mr. Kemp's political affiliations." 

In the case of Mr. Plack the same inquisition was 
begun, counsel asking him if he believed in God. 
Mr. Plack retorted by asking, *Which one?” The 
court cut the matter short by ordering the counsel to 
take the evidence. 

There are two morals in this, or rather one im- 
moral and one moral. Theimmoral is that Christians 
who hav poor cases can now abandon the practice of 
abusing their opponent’s attorney, and, instead, begin 
an inquisition into their opponent's religious beliefs. 
If the opponent is known to be & member of a Lib- 
eral League, and a good Christian jury can be ob- 
tained, the “religious racket" can be used to good 
effect... It is not always that juries are manly enough 
to ignore prejudices in arriving at their decisions. 
The moral is that there is much work to be done in 


, Pennsylvania as elsewhere before human rights are 


attained. Why cannot the Pennsylvania State Secu- 
lar Union take this grievance to Harrisburg? A 
little persistent and well-directed work will make an 
impression upon the judges of the state, even if the 
statutes discriminating against Atheists are not at 


once repealed. 
or 


Editorial Notes. 


A sHorT time ago we recorded the suspension of the Auck- 
land, N. Z., Rationalist. The last mail from Australia brings 
several copies of the revived paper. We hope that this time 
it has come to stay, for it must, from its ability, do much 
good in New Zealand. 


THE appeal of Mr. Bailey's heirs for money for a tomb- 
stone for the grave of their father has been answered gener- 
ously. A life-long Boston friend of Mr. Bailey’s has signified 
his intention of putting up a monument at his own expense. 
If the generous friend is the one we suspect, it only adds an- . 
other to a very long list of praiseworthy acts. 


WE hav forgotten to mention that the argument for open- 
ing the museums on Sunday is printed in neat pamphlet 
form for distribution wherever it will do good, and our 
friends in this city are requested to'aid in the work. Copies 
will be supplied upon application at this office. We trust 
also that New Yorkers will feel inclined to do what they can 
toward paying the cost of printing. A little from each would 
make the cost of this Sunday opening movement inapprecia- 
ble to any. 


Tue Burlington Free Press devotes a whole column to the 
consideration of the health of country clergymen. The Free 
Press finds this trade to be much overworked, poorly paid, 
ill-fed, and not sufficiently appreciated. This state of affairs 
worries the country minister into a decline. The remedies 
the Free Press givs are to preach less, eat more, work less, and 
exercise more. Another remedy which did not suggest itself 
to the writer is one that we hesitatingly make public. It 
is that if the business of preaching does not agree with the 
minister he might get out of it. There are many honest 
channels in which he may be useful. 


Last Friday was a beautiful spring day. The air was 
mellow and the rays of the sun shed a cheerful warmth over 
New York. Yet it seemed to be the forecast of a cold day | 
for the clergy. One paper published on one page three sep- 
arate indications of a drop in the ministerial mercury: ‘“ Dr. 
Bristor to be tried on Ida Downe’s charges by a committee 
of his brethren.” ‘A church tria! for Pastor White. Two 
other clergymen mixed up in the Miss Robertson scandal to : 
bé tried also.” ‘‘ Another preacher gone wrong. A scandal 
involving the Rev. Dr. Philip Krohn, formerly of Troy.” 
Just now, the poor preachers are in extraordinarily hard 
luck. 

Lectures and Meetings. 


W. F. Jamizson, after a two weeks’ rest at home, is at lect- 
ure work again. March 27th, 28th, 29th, 30th, and 31st he 
was at Mapleton, Good Thunder, and Sterling Center, Minn. 
He may induce the Adventists to debate, but it is doubtful. 
April 6th, 7th, and 8th he is to lecture in Iroquois, Da- 
kota, the first Freethought lectures they will hav had. The 
latter part of April he will giv five lectures in Alexandria, 
Minn. He will then proceed on a lecturing tour eastward. 
His address is Lake City, Minn. 


GOPAL VINAYAK JosuzEE, a nativ of Bombay, Hindostan, 
will deliver two lectures under the auspices of Friendship 
Liberal League of Philadelphia, in Industrial Hall, Broad 
and Wood streets, Sunday, April 11th, 1886, at 2:30 and 7:30 
P.M. Afternoon subject, ‘‘Missionary Labor in India;" 
evening subject, ‘‘The Manners, Customs, and Religions of 
India.” The public are invited. Mr. Joshee has given lect- 
ures to large audiences; but as he is too radical for the 
churches the Philadelphia League has opened its hall to him. 


THE opening of the new Secular Hall in Toronto appears 
to hav been been a great success. The place was crowded 
on Sunday, March 28th, to listen to Mr. Watts's first lecture 
of his present course in Canada. On March 30th and 81st 
Mr. Watts lectured in Listowel to good audiences. Next 
week he speaks as follows: Sunday, April 11th, Toronto; 
Monday and Tuesday, April 12th and 18th, Galt; Wednes- 
day and Thursday, April 14 and 15, Ayr; Friday, April 16th, 
Woodstock ; Sundays, April 18th and 25th, Toronto; Thurs- 
day and Friday, April 29th and 30th, Greenwich, Mass.; ; Sun- 
day, May 2, afternoon and evening, Boston. 


On Sunday, April 4th, Mr. Sereno Edwards Todd, of 
Orange, N. J., author and editor for twenty years past in 
New York city, lectured in Newark, N. J., in the hall 177 
Halsey street, on the subject of ** Science Better than Ortho- 
doxy." Mr. Todd recently stated to the editor of THE Truru 
SEEKER that all his maternal relativs, clear back to the great 
Jonathan Edwards (who was Mr. Todd's great-great-grand- 
father), were Presbyterians, and he was bred, born, and edu- 
cated in the Presbyterian faith, but is now a member of the 
Congregational church. The only difference between Pres- 
byterians and Congregationalists, he states, is that when dis- 
ciplin is to be exercised in the. Presbyterian church over a 
recalcitrant member, the deacons, elders, and minister, take 
a rope and hang the offender; but in the Congregational 
charch they giv the refractory son of Adam a rope, and let 
him hang himself. Mr. Todd has been a lecturer on scientific 
subjects for many years past, but now proposes to turn his 
efforts more particularly to Secularism and secular philos- 


ophy, as eminently superior to orthodoxy. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, APRIL 10, 1886. 


Letters from friends. 


Morris, Manrropa, March 16, 1886. 
Mr. Epiror: I inclose $5.75, to be applied as directed in 
inclosed list. I am of the opinion of the majority of your 
correspondents, that Toe Truru SEEKER is the very best Free- 
thought paper published. I know I could not do without it. 
The illustrations speak to the minds of those that do not read, 
and I hav scen many orthodox Christians laugh in apprecia- 

` tion of the facts they portray so well. ` L. F. Marus. 


Ersa, Onto, March 25, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find list of subscribers for your 
paper, and money order to pay for same. These are all 
thorough Liberals in belief, and will probably stick to your 
paper. 

We hav a Methodist Episcopal church, ignorance, and 
indifference to contend with here, but hope the circulation of 
THE TRUTH SEEKER will awaken people to the issues, which 
‘is all that is necessary to spread our doctrins. If we hada 
few Liberal lectures delivered here it would do much good, 
and had we a hall or other suitable place we would hav them. 

We like the illustrations very much. Success to you. 

Yours truly, W. J. DUTTON. 


Borre Ciry, Mon. TERR., March 18, E.m. 286. 
Mr. Epiror: The books came in good condition. Thanks. 
The “Story Hour" was a pleasant surprise. Freethinkers 
ought to be proud that such a fine book can be produced by 
us. As to the contents, ** Our Susie” is well worth the price. 
H. Clay Luse don’t like your pictures. His reasons as 
stated in Tne Tron SEEKER, March 13th, seem to me flimsy. 
The pictures are favorably commented on by my Liberal’ 

friends and attract attention from Bible-believers. 
Respectfully, Fren. Cooke. 


PixEGRovE, Pa., March 8, 1886. 
Me. Eprror: I can’t do without the best paper in the 
world, to my knowledge. I hav tried to get some new.sub- 
scribers, but the times are so hard that it is impossible. 
There are a great many people here who favor Freethought 
as far as talk is concerned, but when it comes io helping the 
cause with money they are willing to be counted out. I wish 
Mr. Reynolds could come here. I think he could stir up the 
latent energies to an equality with the situation. ` 
Yours truly, W. Tompson. 


: OngroNviLLE, Mion., March 25, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: H. Clay Luse, of Waynesburg, Pa., says you 
hav gone and spoilt Tue Turm Seeker with cartoons, and 
wants an expression from your readers on that subject. His 
idea to me is as lightning out of a clear sky. How could he 
think of such a thing? But there is no accounting for tastes, 
don't you see? For me, I think Mr. Luse's vote will. stand 
nearly alone, believing as I do that almost everybody else’s 
vote will be for them. The last, Uncle Sam bestowing the. 
dollars at one door while the Irish Biddy is poking them out 
another into the pope's bag, is immense. The gifted Watson 
Heston isa prodigy, and his original designs and excellent 
skill are beyond all praise, while the Jonah-whale man is old 
persimmons! Just glorious! : 
Your old friend, 


Dn. T. S. ANDREWS. 


Bie Beno, Kax., March 15, 1886. 
MR. Eovrror: Please fiud inclosed $5 for Tas Troru SEEK- 
ER, and I again ask that my date of subscription be set 
back to January 1st instead of February 1st. The little 
amount that Isent over my subscription on a former occa- 
sion was credited all to me, making a month over. The 
little amount I only sent for the benefit of Tux Truru SEEKER. 
You will please find stamps, thirty-five cents for the Trurn 
SEEKER ANNUAL. The illustrations in Tue Trurn SEEKER 
are the most stunning hit of the times. The one where the 
clericals are tooting their religious foghorns for appropria- 
tions is certainly the hardest hit Iever saw. Credit me with 
two years’ subscription and send along the ANNUAL, and ever 

believe me, Yours for Freethought (not Liberalism), 
S. M. Travis, M.D. 


MippLEPRURY, Iyp., March 20, 1886. 

Mr. Eniror: Inclosed find $3.25, for which please renew 
my subscription to the greatest champion of Freethought 
published in the world, and send me a copy of the Truru 
SEEKER ANNUAL for 1880. 

I find great pleasure in reading the many good articles 
which come each week in the paper, and I will never do 
without it so long as I am able to raise the subscription 
price. The illustrations are immense. They convey the 
idea to many who would otherwise take no notice. I think 
Brother Blakeman's suggestion of an anniversary of the 
"event when Bennett drove the first wedge of Liberalism 
into the old cross-grained log of Christian superstition ” is 
good. Such events should be kept sacred by Liberals. 1 
feel particularly interested in the controversies of the writers 
of the ‘‘ Letters from Friends” department. . The benefit and 
information to be derived from this department is great in- 
deed. Wishing you success in the glorious cause of Free- 
thought, I am, Yours for the right, Isaac Ivins. 


Bnooxrvs, N. Y., March 25, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: Being desirous of acquiring reliable informa- 
tion on the question of planetary distances, and perceiving 
that some of your correspondents are willing to giv us such 
information as they hav on the subject, I will invite attention 
to some apparent discrepancies that I am unable to ccmpre- 
hend. : 

I will also invite attention to the fact that the Polar stars 
are always on a line with the center of our earth; the constel- 
ations, of which the seven stars and the milky-way are fam- 


iliar to everybody, are nightly in view when our atmosphere 
is clear. 
around the sun in unison with our planet? How could they 
possibly revolve in unison or at all, unléss the globular circle 
of expanded matter in which they are suspended revolves 
around the sun carrying those bodies around with it? 

Thay assumed that the sun isat the center of our planetary 
system, but shall protest against that evident delusion. Mr. 
Higbie asserts that the central body is an electric battery. 
That has been my, view for thelast half century. Mr. Higbie 
being the first man I hàv met who has the courage to indorse 


it, if the intelligence to comprehend it, I will congratulate: 


him. Openings hav been observed in our sun through which 
vapor is passing always from the observer. Does vapor 
usually gravitate toward the center of the body in whose at- 
mosphere it is generated? When I look at the flame of a 
lamp or gas-jet, though less than the sixteenth of an inch in 
‘thickness, its density obstructs my view of objects on the 
other side. Then how: can human vision possibly penetrate 
a mass of densely illuminated atmosphere from thirty. to 
forty miles in depth ? J. A. TUTTLE. 


GREELEY, Cor., Feb. 17, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: I want to ask R. G. Ingersoll if he iutends to 
continue advocating and supporting a financ al superstition 
that is a greater curse to civilization at the present day than 
all the theological superstitions he so manfully and ably de- 
nounces. I think the mistakes of Moses are slight compared 
to his at Cincinnati, June, 1876, when he said the people 
wanted a man for president who knew enough to know that 
money was not made by law but by labor. If he still be- 
lieves that is true, he ought to giv us his reason for it. Icer- 
tainly would like to know. In 1837 I ran away from'home 
to go wbaling, and hav wandered from 60 degrees north lati- 
tude to 60 degrees south, and over every degree of longitude 
on the earth's surface, yet I hav never been able to make 
money. I would like him to tell me how to do it. I am one 

of your old subscribers. Sam GRAHAM. 


New Era, Micu., March, 8, 286. 

Mr. Eotror: Inclosed find one dollar and fifty cents, which 
credit on Trura Seeker account, also twenty-five cents for 
TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL, also ten.cents’ worth of Putnam’s 
‘Ingersoll and Jesus." I would be glad to send you a dona- 
tion to assist the late improvement in the paper, the object 
lessons. I hav made two eneinies since the illustrations be- 
gan; one was a Canuck Catholic, the other the Protestant 
type of bigot. Is it uot a little odd that so long as the illus- 
trations show up the Catholic in his true colors, Mr. Protest- 
ant applauds, but reflex the picture and you makè an enemy 
forthwith ? 

In a lyceum, lately, in which I took part, some of the 
speakers broadly charged Infidelity with all the crime now 
cursing humanity. When my turn came to speak I offered 
five dollars for the name of every bona fide Infidel found on 
the records of any penitentiary in the United States, and all 
I asked was that the person be known to be an utter disbe- 
liever in Christian theology as.a reforming power. | 

I hav it a little better now than I had it six or eight years 
ago. Then it was tar and feathers and threatened burnings, 
and no place to lecture in; but now the old Atheist can get 
a hall in either village if he chooses to pay for it. This tak- 


_ing it up and playing alone at all times and under all circum- 


stances is quite a load in a country where everybody is a 
Christian, but my horizon is getting brighter. 
Your well wisher, J. M. Logan. 


PORTLAND, OR., March 18, 1886. 

Mr. Epitor: My admiration for Mr. Putnam, and the 
work he has dorfé and is doing, as presented in the issued of 
March 18th, is great. He is a smart, capable man, and just 
the one to push such work right through to a glorious 
triumph. May success and its attending blessings ever be 
his. is my wish. With the receipt of every TRUTH SEEKER 
my liking for it increases. It isa grand paper, and doing a 
noble work. ‘he pictures are splendid, and a great addition 
to its attractivness. The cyclonic wave is already on the 
roll, and its roar, as it sweeps irresistibly on in its course, 
can now be heard By all men that will listen. I wish some 
lecturer could come out here and wake the people up, and 
organize Secular Unions. 


Yours for the advancement of humanity, READER. 


LEXINGTON, KY., March 28, E.M. 286. 

Mr. Epiror: As so many of your readers hav expressed 
opinions concerning your illustrations, will you allow me a 
little space in your valuable columns to say that I approve 
most heartily of your new departure? The pictures are 
practical and effectiv, admirably executed and artistically got 
up, and as a school of instruction, to use a slang phrase, they 
* take the cake.” ‘They are original in design, and a valua- 
ble.addition. They present our cause in a new but none the 
less attractiv light, and at the same time embrace all that can 
be said or written about the hypocrisy and falseness of the 
church. "hat they receive the highest encomiums from all 
quarters I am truly glad to note, but that a few should dislike 
them is also to be expected. H. Clay Luse is of the latter 
class. He seems to think that pictures mar the appearance 
of the paper and says it ‘‘ must be a perverted taste that en- 
joys such caricature." Perhaps so, but I should think that 
those who are unable to appreciate art, even in its simplest 
forms, are incompetent to judge. Indeed, they display such 
little taste in their criticism as to require the aid of a power- 
ful microscope to discover whether there was any ‘‘ taste” 
displayed at all. 

In the department of ** Letters from Friends” appear many 


‘| peculiar epistles from many peculiar people, but the most 


peculiar of all, perhaps, are those from the wise sage of New- 
port, Maine, Seward Mitchell. This-modern Solomon appears 
to believe in the doctrin of the Anarchist, and like the two 


How could that be possible unless they revolve. 


Boston gentlemen, Tucker and Appleton, is full of zeal. for 
individual law and no government. He saysin the last TRUTH 
SEEKER: ‘Those who liv for others will not be bound by,-or 
conform to, man-made laws, but will be a law unto them- 
selvs." "This doctrin of self-law will never do, Mr. Mitchell. 
As the editor of "TEE. Trora SEEKER says, government is a 
necessary evil. Aslong as we hay those around. us who are 
ready at any moment to invade and. trample under foot the 
rights of others, just so long will ‘‘ man-made laws” be of 
absolute necessity. The murderer, robber, thief, and seducer 
are à “ law in themselvs," and do what in their eyes seems 
their right to do. Bab! Away with your so-called self- 
law! It is impracticable, and will not stand the test of rea- 
son, common sense, and experience. 

Another thing, our wise philosopher asserts that money. is 

the ** one devil to be destroyed." Oh, my! But suppose we 
destroy this alleged devil, what is the result? Stagnation of. 
business would set in, progress stop; and enterprise and im-. 
provement would come toan end. No one would hav the 
least ambition to work, or to better his condition, simply -be-. 
cause there would be nothing with which to reward him for 
liis toil, care, and trouble. Money, instead of being a devil, 
and. nian’s worst enemy, is his best friend, I think. But 
admitting Mr. Mitchcll’s “important truth” to bea fact, I 
would ask him why. he insists upon using what he considers. 
a devil. Why not dispense with money altogether and work 
for the love of glory only? But it is uscless to argue further 
with this wise Anarchistic philosopher, since he doesn't 
appear to be desirous of learning anything new, cupidus dis- 
cendi. 
. At the end of his peculiar letter this —X man adds a 
peculiar postscript. He says that he has read the account of 
the arrest of saviors of the world in the ANNUAL, but that the 
name of the greatest of all, Seward Mitchell, is omitted. 
Now, Mr. Editor, this is a sad mistake on your part, for 
which you will doubtless go to sheol. It’s a pity you failed 
to mention the “ arrest" of this “savior” in your ANNUAL! 
His should ‘hav been the first name in the list, for his ** ser- 
vices for humanity " are too great to beso carelessly omitted. 
What say you, suppose you republish the ANNUAL and men- 
tion his ** honored name,” together with his ‘‘ arrest?” I 
think it would be a good idea. D. B. Cozine. 


New ArBANY, Pa., March 10, 1886. 

Mr.. Epiron: My son, John Heverly, died the fourth of 
this month. He was thirty-five years of age. He had been 
sick a great deal through life, and bore his affliction very 
patiently, making no complaints. He died without a strug- 
gle. If he had been a member of some church the preachers 
would no doubt use it at revival meetings to make converts ; 
but he was not a Christian, and they would rather he would 
hav left the world in distress that they might hav something 
out of which to make capital. I would not hav had a ser- 
mon preached if I could hav had my choice; but my wife 
belongs to the church, and I let her hav her way. 

I get so tired of hearing people pray that I sometimes think 
I would rather hear a man swear just fora change. hisis ` 
the most gospel-ridden place I was ever in. We hav three 
preachers and two churches, and yet our borough has only 
about four hundred souls all told. . 

Now, Mr. Editor, if you can read these few lines and pub- 
lish them in Tae Trura SEEKER, I will be very thankful. 
The papers about here are so filled up with religious items 
that I presume they would feel themselvs disgraced by pub- 
lishing the death of an Infidel. À. HEVERLY. 

Oxronp, Nova ScoriA, Feb. 28, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: Methinks Mr. Neilson, of St. Thomas, Ont.; 
is rather rough on an anointed assistant of the almighty.. 
For, if through Archie’s repeating some stereotyped lies, the 
glory of a God of truth more abounds, why should he be 
judged a sinner? Parrots and priests. pt and repeat go 
much by rote, are so innocent of honest, in.elligent thought, 
it seems almost unreasonable to ask them for a reason for the 
faith that is in them, or the balderdash that comes out of 
thém.: Archibald may not be what he seems; likely he is a 
member of the most holy sermon exchange association, and 
got that sermon per post and knew nothing whereof he 
spoke. Judging by the specimen presented, we had that 
same clerical stink-pot fired at us last fall by a callow cleric . 
who, for the glory of God, and so much filthy lucre per an- 
num, breaks the bread of life to a chosen few of Christ's sheep. — 
Occasionally for a change from the ordinary innutritiv theo- 
logical fiap-doodle, he doses them with some second-hand 
scurrilious composition, such as has disagreed with Mr. 
Neilson’s mental digestion. We promptly produced an Jn- . 
vestigator of the previous week, printed and published at 
Paine Memorial Hall, Boston, showed it to some of his jubi- 
lant admirers, and asked for explanations, at the same time 
gratuitously giving them our opinion that their oracle was 
either an ignoramus or a liar. When God's moutlipiece was 
brought to book he mumbled something about Joe Cook 
being authority for the statements. They hay cheek enough 
for three rows of teeth who circulate untruths and take 
shelter under such shady authority, and are mendacious 
enough to assert that Moses and Munchausen are models of 
veracity. When blatant Christians boast of Christian liberal- 
ity in building and maintaining hospitals for the sick, asylums 
for their insane, poorhouses for the poor, they are only pro- 
claiming their own shame; their unbelief, Infidelity, hypoc- 
risy. That is, if Christ is any authority amongst modern 
Christians; if he knew what he said or said what he meant. 
In the gospel aceording to Mark, xvi, 17, Christ says: “And 
these signs shall follow them that believe (in Christ). In my 
name shall they cast out devils. They shall take up serpents, 
and if they drink any deadly thing it shall not hurt them. 
They shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover 
[good tests,"] What do they want with such materialistic 
affairs as hospitals when genujn believers can cure all by 


` and brimstone. 


. Then I thought of a passage in that book of myth : 
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simply laying on of hands? If they don’t cure the sick by 
such a pleasant process, the obvious inference is that they 


. can't because of their unbelief, and that they are head and 


tail howling hypocrits. And why should there now be any 
poor to provide for if Christ's commands were obeyed or his 
threats feared? ‘‘Sell all thou hast and giv to the poor.” 
“ From -him that would ask of thee turn thou not away." 
* If any one ask thy cloak, giv him thy coat also.” ‘It is 
easier for a camel to go through the eye of à needle than for 
a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.” ‘Lay not 
up treasures upon earth." ‘Take no heed for the morrow,” 
etc., etc. There is now plenty of wealth in the world; a 


` gaperabundance of power to produce enough to make all 


comfortable. If it were a little more equitably distributed, if 
none now laid up treasures on earth superfluously, riches 
would go a begging without takers. 

Though the church is not, as of old, a safe sanctuary for 
the vilest criminals, it is yet a refuge for clerical moral assas- 
sins, reputation thieves. An iniquitous law throws its «gis 
‘over the church and pulpit. Therein the professional priest 
is safe from correction, however grossly he lie, however 
vilely he may insinuate, however he may blast the lives of 
those who will not subject the inte]lect, bow the knee, or be 
subservient to him. Great Scott! What a travesty of jus- 
tice, right, truth, to endow with such powers and privileges 


8 class that has ever been the virulent foe of every new truth 


of science, of progress, of oppressed men; who do nothing 
useful, who produce nothing but discord; who toil not, ex- 
cept to spin some tough, immaterial yarns; who contribute 
nothing toward the expenses, nor risk their sacred carcases 
in defense of the state. It is strange that an almighty God, 
who created all things (including his pet man), and pro- 
nounced all good (yet man alone is vile), who controls all 
events, cannot control man; who foreordained whatsoever 
should come to pass, is thwarted by man, and gets mad 
about it, too; who, tireless, wheels the mighty orbs through 
space; whom the winds and waves obey; at whose nod the 
seasons Come and go, trees, grass, grain, flowers, fruits grow, 
animals act according to the nature he endowed them with; 
yet he cannot fix his crowning handiwork, man, so he will 
go to his satisfaction. The Christian religion, his latest in- 
vention for improving the perverse worm, don’t seem to re- 
‘duce the pesky back-action worth a cent, and is not self-acting, 
Jike all his other mighty works. So he has to call tens of 
thousands of man-servants to come to his help against the 
mighty. 
they shall work with a single eye to his glory, yet he don't 
pay them for their work, but turns them loose on man, to 
wring their pay out of poor duped wretches, who sometimes 
hav enougl to do to eke out a miserable existence, miserable 
sinners who hav to tighten their own belts whilst helping to 
increase the rotundity of belt of wallowers in blood, blazes, 
And the priests do liv on the fat of the land, 
with the help of God, women, pious knaves, and some ques- 
tionable devices. Yct we are told God can do anything 
quicker than wink. So he could make fifty tons of gold 
eagles as easily as minister or missionary could a lie, and so 
foot his own bills. God's way may not be as men’s ways; 
that is no reason why they should be meaner ways. 
all you get, and if possible pay as you go along, is à good, 
honest rule. God should not be dishonest, if only for appear- 
ance’s sake. 

God don't need any devil, so long as the multifarious levites 
are on earth. They can raise hell ad libitum. How long, 
common sense, how long will men desire to be humbugged, 
or submit to be traduced, wronged, robbed, by ravenous 
religious reptils? Wn. Gray. 

ANoKEE. MINN., March 4, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: I hav taken Tux Trorn SrEkER ever since 
D. M. Bennett was stabbed with the dirk of Christianity. 1 
hav not a half-dozen papers on hand, having mailed them to 
all parts of the United States where I thought they would be 
‘food for a well-balanced mind. I hav had some sent back. 
‘The sin 
of ignorance is winked at.” 

Inclosed find $4.85 for Tur TRUTH SEEKER, ‘‘ Bible Morals,” 
one ANNUAL, and “ Religion of Humanity,” by M. Babcock. 

W. S. Kine. 


WENTWORTH, D. T., March 8, 1886. 
Inclosed find $5 to renew my passage for an- 
Could not think 


Mz. Epiror: 
other voyage, and also one new subscriber. 


_ of doing without the old flagship. Professor Jamieson has 


just closed another course of six lectures here to crowded 
houses. We threw out challenges on every side, but our 
Christian friends lost again the opportunity to demolish us. 
The arrant cowards can only stand in the fence corners and 
throw mud. The professor's small guns were brought to 
bear directly upon them on every occasion, and at times one 
of his solid shot would pierce them through and through. 
But all we could get in response was a little orthodox dirt in 
the shape of far off ‘‘ what we could do if we had a mind to.” 
They never get in the right frame of mind. We hav a start 
here now that all the orthodox creeds on earth can never stop. 
There is a strong talk of building a liberal hall here the ensu- 
ing summer. If we do we will hav a hold they can never 
shake off. Other towns around about us are beginning to see 
the necessity of doing something for the cause. The Chris- 
tian bigots hay seen that their spleen will not kill us, and so 
they begin to respect us. Weintend to hav a grove meeting 
some time in June next, and want to get about. three speak- 
ers for the occasion. Professor Jamieson will probably be 
one of them. The people never tire of listening to him. The 
longer he talks the better pleased they seem to be. The big- 
ots tried to drive me out of town last summer, but I'seem to 
survive some of them, and hav very good health yet. The 
professor delivered three lectures at Madison, our county 
seat, while here, and although the Christians did all they 


x 


He impresses them into his service, and expects, 


Pay for. 


could to defeat us, we had good houses. We went right 
among them, and hired a hall and gave them three lectures. 
It cut them terribly, but they had to take their medicin as 
dished out by the Infidel. It was a bitter pill. 

I hav a great deal more to say, but do not want to take up 
too much of your space, as others can do more good than I 
can. Let me say to friend Jamieson, Again we thank you; 
and to the old TRUTH SEEKERS, Sail on to victory! With 
Brother.Heston in the art gallery the ship is well armed. 

Yours fraternally, L. W. Horron. 


: Keora, Ia., March 12, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: Please find inclosed $8 for my yearly sub- 
scription, two new subscribers, one TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 
of 1886, one Remsburg’s “ Sabbath-Breaking,” and Ingersoll's 
** Mistakes of Moses.” 

Iam a prisoner of that terrible enemy, asthma. I hav been 
marching around the grave à good many years, and am well- 
drilled in dying; but when the swallows call again I may be 
able to be out some, and will undoubtedly drive some more 
subscribers to surrender to your gallery of picturcs. 

In Tue Taurum SEEKER of February 20th I read a letter 
of the Rev. S. B. Hurlburt, that wonderful preacher who 
takes no pay for preaching (honor due to him as a teacher), 
stating that in the battle at Atlanta, while lying on the 
ground, he had a sort of spirit- warning to ‘(get out there,” 
and as he swung himself on his neighbor, Nelson St. John, 
Company G, 8th Iowa Infantry, a shot raked the full length 
where he had lain. Now, there is either a mistake by the 
printer or Comrade Hurlbut forgot his regiment. I hav 


-served in Company F, Sth Iowa Infantry, and I know that 


that regiment was not at the battle of Atlanta. [It was a 
typographical error, which Brother Hurlbut has since cor- 
rected.—Ep. T. S.] But to his spirit-warning. I guess that 
every soldier who comprchends the situation will hav min- 
utes of such feelings (which may become the mother of pan- 
ics), but brave boys will soon calm, and resolve to *' hold that 
ditch." If-a ball passed that instant when his emotion 


. moved him on to St. John’s back, it can only be an accident. 


Currents of thought may be carried by magnetic currents 
among the living. Although bullets are rather lively some- 
times, I hav never seen them correspond with a brain before 
entering. 

Thanks to Otto for his ‘‘Pessimism by an Optimist,” in 
Tur TRUTH Seeker of February 27th. He is a Wettstein, 
indeed, allegorically, and Spiritualists will whet their quills 
on him for atime, but their weapons will remain dull. There 
is no mid-air depot between the ethereal light of science and 
the dark aisles of creed. The Agnostic says, ‘‘We do not 
know whether or not,” and the Spiritualist, ** We do know,” 
yet his illusion of eternal, individual, conscious existence can 
not shake the Materialistic granit of truth. 

Keep the ball rolling. CHARLES NAUMAN. 


Bronson, Fra., March 17, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $4 to apply on subscription. 
Tug Truru SEEKER has become a mental necessity with me, 
and I can no more do without it than I can do without my 
breakfast. Its illustrations hav-greatly enhanced its value 
and interest to me, and I hav no doubt that all its readers 
agree with me on that point. The eye is easier reached than 
the ear, aud its electric flashes upon the mind are far more 
vivid than telegrams from the ear. Hearing is understanding, 
but seeing is ‘believing. 

The mental atmosphere of this region is thick with super- 
stition, on which priesteraft thrives and fattens and Liberal- 
ism languishes. Yet I can see that some progress lias been 
made since I settled here five years ago. I pass Tue Trura 
SEEKER round and several of my neighbors are becoming in- 
terested in it, particularly now that it is illustrated. I some- 
times wonder that Liberalism is so slow of growth, but when 
I remember how long it took me to outgrow my early re- 
ligious education Iam no longer surprised. My eyes were 
first opened to the inconsistency and tyranny of the church 
and clergy forty years ago when I was pleading the rights of 
man on the antislavery platform in Maine, Massachusetts, 
and Rhode Island. Nearly all the churches shut their doors 
against me and I was obliged to speak in school-houses and 
town halls. Human rights could get no hearing ina house 
that had been educated to the worship of that prince of slave- 
holders and tyrants, the Christian’s Bible God. The priests 
and levites of that period were too busy saving souls and get- 
ting a fat living for themselvs to take any notice of whipped 
&nd shackled bodies. 

By comparing that time with the present, progress is 
plainly visible. Slavery has been crushed beneath the tread 
of an indignant people in their onward and upward march to 
a higher and grander civilization. The pioneers of that great 
civil revolution won also mental liberty for themselvs, and 
since slavery went down many of them hav labored to break 
the chains of religious superstition, and a harvest of Free- 
thinkers has rewarded their noble efforts. Instead of retreat- 
ing and hiding from public view Liberals are now moving 
upon the enemy's strongholds, and the enemy are now de- 
fending instead of assaulting. But the old soldiers who 
were my compecrs of the ‘‘ long, long ago” hav nearly all 
succumbed to our common but invincible enemy, Death, and 
soon, very soon, there will be none of us left to recount to 
younger minds the stirring incidents of our early struggles 
for freedom. A review of those days so stirs tlie blood of 
age and quickens every pulse that I sometimes yearn to 
again step upon freedom’s platform and again let loose a 
tongue that has long been siient there. O. Rionarpson. 


VERSAILLES, IND., Feb. 28, 1886. 
Mr. Eprtor: Our Mr. ‘Remsburg, in one of his trips to 
Michigan, said: ‘* The priestsrun the women, and the women 
run the church,” 
A young man from here, not a ‘Catholic, loved a Catholic 


girl, and wished to marry her, but the girl had been raised 
and trained up as a Catholic, and refused to proceed with the 
courtship unless the priest was satisfied. The young man © 
was then compelled to go to the priest and prepare himself to 
become a Catholic. He was placed upon a three weeks’ 
course of Catechism, while he paid his board at the hotel. 
He was baptized and went to the confessional, and then his 
intended and himself promised the priest that their children 
should be strictly brought up in the Catholic faith. They re- 
ceived the host (a little square piece of bread), which they 
were told was the actual flesh of Christ, and after the priest 
was paid the two were married in the church. 

Every truth seeker will sce that the priest used the woman 
to gain the additional member, and the assurance of whatever 
children they may hav as additions to the church. This is a 
true bill, the facts having come under my own observation. 

The pictures of Toe Truth SEEKER are certainly good, 
but they fall far short of doing that infamous church full 
justice. Indced, it is not in the power of pencil or pen to do 
it justicc as it deserves. I am, however, glad to see there 
are more men and women through the country who are In- 
fidels than I had dared to hope for a few years ago. The 
people are fast becoming emancipated from the church and 
the priest. In some families he is only tolerated as a neces- 
sary evil, and when the priest leaves mey couut their 
chickens. 

Wili you send me for the inclosed a copy of the TRUTH 
SELKER ANNUAL for 1885 and 1886? ADAM STOOKINGER. 


VisALIA, March 18, 286. 
Mr. Epiror: Find inclosed a copy of a letier sent by an 
absent father to a D.D. running a revival meeting near his 
home. It tells its own story : 


“Rey. Sig: I learn that my wife is the victim of a religious 
epidemic started and conducted by you at Three Rivers. Now I 
would most respectfully request you, as a gentleman, not to ap- 
proach my children in the interest of him for whom you do busi- 
ness (Christ), and further, since there are over three hundred 
preachers now up before the civil courts, mostly for crimes against 
women, I most emphatically request you not to approach them at 
all And I hope my request will be respected. But if not,if you 
should attempt to baptize or otherwise monkey with those girls, 
you will surely make of my wife a widow ; of my children, orphans 
—the result of filing your hide so full of holes that it would not 
hold black-jack brush. T. J. CONLEY.” 


Some men take kindly to Christianity, others do not. The 
author of this letter evidently is one who does not. 
SUBSORIBER. 


Burr Oax, Mion., March 29, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: In Taz Terura SEEKER of March 20th “A. 
B. B." givs Mr. Wettstein a vigorous overhauling, showing 
the repulsivness of the latter's dogmatism. 
The criticisms are just and timely, but there is one state- 
ment in “ A. B. B.'s" article upon which light is required. 
He says: ‘‘ What is called spirit, or mind, is but a form of 


"matter, and among its infinit possibilities may there not be 


one that the thinking and remembering faculty which consti- 
tutes this personality ?" etc. He says ihat the question of 
survival of personality after death is a scientific question, 
which is true, but does he hold tliat spirit and mind are iden- 
tical? 

I think he will find few among the believers in spirit life 
who claim this identity. 

Wil “ A. B. B." please name one modern scientist who 
affirms that ** mind is but a form of matter," and quote the 
arguments given to prove thc truth of that affirmation ? 

Is ** A. B. B." himself prepared to prove it? If so, he can 
bring relief to thousands of anxious hearts, aud I think hecan 
engage in no task that would be of more importance. Again, 
is it a fact that the thinking and remembering faculty “ con- 
stitutes this personality ?” 

Is he prepared to prove this? If so, I hope we shall be 
enlightened on the points named. 

In the same issue, on the next page (183), is à criticism of 
Miss Gardener, by E. A, Stevens. Mr. Stevens says that 
Miss Gardener's “ particular claim for distinction consists in 
having been introduced by Colonel Ingersoll as a lecturer,” 
etc., and in * the fact that our distinguished president has 
been amiable enough to write a preface to her book.” 

I think that the majority of Liberals will agree with Mr. 
Stevens that it would hav been better if Miss Gardener had 
stated frankly that the League had changed its name and that 
Colonel Ingersoll is its president, but surely, the above-quoted 
ungenerous and irrelevant remark might well hav been 
omitted. 

Besides, is it true? If Miss Gardener’s work merits dis- 
tinction, the fact of the president’s introduction and preface 
is of comparativly slight importance; if her work is un- 
worthy, is not Mr. Stevens? s remark rather a reflection t on tlie 
colonel than an honor to Miss Gardener? 

Let charity prevail in our counsels. 

Mr. Editor, doubtless I ought to fcel highly fattered to 
learn that ** A Woman” had always considered me a ‘‘ person 
of average good sense,” etc., but truth constrains me to say 
that the judgment displayed by “ A Woman" is far below 
the average, for either man or woman. 

I did not say nor imply that because the Christian article 
was foolish it must hav been written by a woman. I had 
good reason to think that a woman wrote it, and Isaid just 
what I thought. I did not write to please ** A Woman,” “A 
Man," “A Society," nor anybody èlse, and ‘‘ A Woman” 
may rest assured that I shall never retract a word. 

What “© A Woman” has considered, now considers, or may 
hereafter consider about me is a matter of su preme indiffer- 
ence to me. 

The brassy but irrelevant remark that I hav never '' been 
able to persuade" a lady to change her name may or may not 
be true, but I hav reason to feel “profoundly thankful that I 
hav escaped a life union with one ef the class represented by 
* A Woman.” N, G. W, 


236 


NS I EN 


THE TRUTH. SEEKER APRIL 10, 1886. 


Children’s Garner. 


Edited by Miss BUsAN H. Wixor, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


' 


** Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour.” 


Address to a Robin Redbreast, 


BEEN ON THE GREENHOUSE ROOF IN ESCANABA 
FEBRUARY 14, 1886. 

Ah! robin redbreast, thou'rt far astray 

In Escanaba this wintry day ; 

Where the cold of zero, and far below, 

Envelops the world in ice and snow. 


Art thou an explorer, ordered forth 

To study the realms of the frozen north— 
Some Kane or Greely of feathered tribcs ? 
Your tales will awaken jeers and jibes, 


When you report to the summer lands 

. What you beheld on these frozen sands ; 
How, under the snow in an icy cave 

That managed a patch of summer to save, 


You saw from your snowy perch above, 

The tangled branches and vines you love, 
With roses and blooms, and deep-green leaves, 
As fair as the mildest summer weaves; 


Tall ferns and mosses, and spreading palms, 
And, when you tapped your request for alms, 
How you sipped from the roof the overflow 
Distilled from their homes beneath the snow. 


But the honey bells of Abutilon, 

And the leafy branches they hung upon, 
With Fuchsias and Heliotropes, ail and each 
Were terribly, tauntingly, out of reach. 


About you the howl of a winter storm; 
Beneath your fect was a summer warm, 
Where ripe, red cherries in clusters hung 
(Solanum berries) to tempt your tongue; 


And making though never so much ado, 
Its icy top wouldn’t let you through. 
You could only look and wing away, 
But liv to tell of the tale to-day. _ 


Then chattering jay, and twittering wren, 
And croaking ravens, like owlish men, 
Will declare your story exceedingly nice, 
About the summer patch trapped in ice, 


But add as a caution, with vote of thanks, 

“ We've heard your story of northern pranks; 
You mustn’t expect we shall swallow such. 

You're as foolish as man, and hav seen too much.” 


T hav also learned that a doubting race 
Demand for themselvs the foremost place, 
Offended if others dare to know 

Of things they imagin can't be 80, 


But ever insisting their fancies crude 

Mark the only course that should be pursued. 
Yct I know that the message you will sing 

To your mates in the far-off land of spring 


Is every word and note of it true, 
For I was within and looking at you. 
Adieu, dear bird, good cheer of mine; 
I remember you as my valentine. 


Escanaba, Mich. Isaac A. Poor. 
er — — ———— 


That Noisy Boy. 


His name is Charley, and he goes about the 
house, clattering, clamping, dancing, whist- 
ling, and singing. He is a bright, manly 
little fellow, is Charley, with rosy cheeks, 
black eyes, and curly brown hair. He isa 
great skater, likes to play marbles, and some- 
times runs away to kick foot-ball. His pock- 
ets—oh, you ought to see Charley's pockets! 
Strings, a jackknife, lead pencil, slate-pencil, 
bits of colored glass, shingle nails, a pen- 
knife with a broken blade, marbles, broken 
crayons, some crumpled pictures, parts of a 
puzzle, a dried frog’s leg, a ‘‘lucky bone," 
some shells, a couple of fish-hooks,a mud 
turtle, a piece of. gingerbread, and ever so 
many more articles are crammed and stuffed 
into that boy's pockets. He is always whit- 
tling; making boats, spoons, and rolling pins, 
and sometimes tries his knife on the chairs 
and table legs. He “talks back” sometimes 
whén reasoned with, and jumps up and 
shrieks—such unearthly, boyish shrieks— 
equal to the shout of a wild Indian. He 
sings songs in the highest key, and once ina 
while will tell all he knows to visitors, think- 
ing he is entertaining them charmingly, as he 
probably is. i 

Charley is not a goody-goody, Sunday- 
school boy ; but, ranting, wrestling, tearing 
his pants, and kicking out his boots, he is 
just a hearty, healthy, harum-scarum Yankee 
boy, who will grow up into one of the best of 
men. f : 
How do I know that? PI tell you. He 
keeps his word every time. If Charley tells 
you he will do a thing, you can depend upon 
him. You can trust him. Charley stays in 
evenings, reading and asking the drollest 
questions imaginable. 
sometimes, but he is obedient and truthful. 
He loves his mother and father, and when 
spoken to he does not say, ‘‘ Ya—as—guess 
80,” but e Yes, Bir," and “No, sir." 

He teases his little sister; but, at the same 


He is a bit saucy. 


time, he thinks there never was just such an- 
other sister quite as good as she. He hasa 
good deal of self-respect, and is honorable. 
He is worthy of confidence, and by all these 
signs I know Charley will grow into a good 
and noble man. | £. AW. 
—————À——— ————— 
A Turnip Story. 

A farmer was once told that his turnip field 
had been robbed, and that the robbery had 
been committed by a poor, inoffensiv man, by 
the name of Palmer, who many of the people 
in the village said had taken away a wagon 
load of turnips. 

Farmer Brown, much exasperated by the 
loss of his turnips, determined to prosecute 
poor Palmer with all the severity of the law. 
With this intention he went to Molle Sanders, 
the washerwoman, who had been busy in 
spreading the report, to know the whole 
truth; but Mollie denied ever having said any- 
thing about a wagon load of turnips. It was 
but a cart-load that Palmer had taken, and 
Dame Hodson, the huckster, had told her so 
over and over again. 

The farmer, hearing this, went to Dame 
Hodson, who said that Molly Sanders was 
always making things out worse than they 
really were, that Palmer had taken only a 
wheel-barrow load of turnips, and that she 
had her account from Jenkins, the tailor. 

Away went the farmer to Jenkins, the tailor, 
who stoutly denied the account altogether; he 
had only told Dame Hodson that Palmer had 
pulled up several turnips, but how many he 
could not tell, for that he did not see himself, 
but was told it by Tom Slack the plowman. 

Wondering where this would end, Farmer 
Brown next questioned Tom Slack, who, in 
his turn, declared he had never said a word 
about séeing Palmer pull up several turnips; 
hc only said that he had heard say that 
Palmer had pulled up a turnip, and that 
Darnes, the barber, was the person who had 
told him about it. 

The furmer, almost out of patience at this 
account, hurried on to Barnes, the barber, 
who wondered much that people should find 
pleasure in spreading idle tales which hav no 
truth! He assured the farmer all he had said 
about the matter, while he took off the beard 
of Tom Slack, was that, for all he knew, 
Palmer was as likely a man to pull up a tur- 
uip as any of his neighbors. 


—————— $9 — — — 
Games for the Children. 
* ExrEnoR or Morocoo.”—This is one of 
those games in which the art consists in pre- 
serving an immutable gravity under every 
provocation to laugh. In ‘The Emperor of 
Morocco” two of the players, generally one 
of each sex, advance with measured steps 
into the middle of the room, ceremoniously 
salute each other, and the following dialog 
takes place, the players being compclled to 
look one another full in the face. 
First Player—The emperor of Morocco is 


dead. 


Second Player—I'm very sorry for it. 

First Player—He died of gout in his great 
left toe. 

Second Player—I'm very sorry for it. 

First Player—And all the court are to go 
into mourning, and wear black rings through 
their noses. 

Second Player—lI'm very sorry for it. 

They then bow again and retire to their 
places, while another pair comes forward to 
go through the same impressiv dialog, and so 
on till the game has gone all around the cir- 
cle, a forfeit being the penalty for the slight- 
est approach to a gigele. 

Saapow Burr.—A large sheet is stretched 
across one end of the room, and one of the 
party sits on a low stool between it and the 
light. 
neither sideways nor behind him. The other 
players then pass between the light and the 
seated person, disguising themselvs by action 
or clothing as much as they please, while he 
is to guess, by their shadows, who they are. 
When he guesses correctly the person whom 
he names must take his place. 


TuE MauMorn Syezze.—If there are enough 
people to take part, ‘‘ the mammoth sneeze” 
will hav a laughable effect., 

Divide the company into three divisions, 
The persons in the first division are to say 
when the signal is given, ‘‘ Hish!” emphasiz- 
ing the first **h;" the second division say 
“Osh!” The leader counts, “One, two, 
thrce," and at the last word the three divis- 
ions shout their syllables with all the force 
they can muster. 

QUOTATION Party.—A pleasant entertain- 
ment for a few friends is called a “ quotation 
party.” When the invitations are given the 
request accompanies them that the. recipient 


He is to look right at the sheet, and. 


will come to the party with three quotations 
“memorized. When these quotations are given 
the name of the author is to be given by any 
one of the company who can do so. The one 
who first guesses or givs the name receives a 
favor, usually a flower; if this is not practic- 
able, a bit of narrow, bright ribbon that can 
be tied in the buttonhole is substituted. 
—e 
Our Puzzle Box. 


1.—a OURIOSITY. 
The shortest sentence that contains all the 
letters of the alphabet is the following: 
Pack with my box 
Five dozen quills.—J. Gray. 
H. Van PELT. 
2.—PROBLEM. 
A room is 10 feet high, 20 feet wide, and 40 


feet long. If an ant is in one of the upper 
corners, what is the shortest distance he cau. 
go to the opposit (diagonal) lower corner? 
WM. Soorr. 
3.—WORD SQUARE. 
A foreign coin. 
Custom. 
A heap of stones. 
To yield. j 
Maxim. C. R. 
Lyons, N. Y. 
4.— PUZZLE. 


. The end of man; 

A seat in public assemblies; 

. A Christian name; 

. One of the great cities of the world; 
An emblem of royalty; 

: A primary condition of metals; 

. The middle of pickles. 

Hamilton, Can. 8. C. LITTLEHALES. 


TO onto 


D 


5.—woRD SQUARE. 


Take the upper and lower left hand sym- 


bols, and the upper aud lower right-hand 
symbols and form a square. 


Formerly the sailor’s dread. 


.— ANSWER TO AMETHYST PRIZE OHARADE BY 
I. A. POOL IN TRUTH SEEKER OF MAROH 6711. 

A pale dyspeptic, pressed for time 

Wherein to leave his desk and dine, 
Plain mush and milk might choose! 

A light repast leaves room to take 

Some tidbit for the stomach’s sake. 
Wilt hav it? Don’t refuse! 

Sweet, tender, juicy—shall it be 

Fish, flesh, or fowl? Well, let me see, 

Oh, now I hav it—neither one, 

But a mushroom, and nicely done! 


Impatient idling while ’tis brought, 
A trembling mouse the cat has caught 
Excites a thought of pain. 
Then musing on the various ways 
How one kind and another preys 
He turns to sup again. ; 
Waiter, how long—ah, here it is, 
Vanish all gloomy thoughts at this! 
This bottle? Waiter, when I dine 
You know I never order wine! 
He turns it round nor needs reply 
As Mushroom Catsup meets his eye! 
Middle Falls, N. Y. D. Louis Boner. 
ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN THE OHILDREN’S OORNER 
MAROH, 27, 1886. f 
1.-L—I, Vane, andiron, doll, epaulet, L—I, 
Vine—''Liv and let liv." 2.-Longfellow. 
9.-*When the innocent is convicted the 
court is condemned." . 
4.—The dogs ca-nines we call; 
Nine-canes against the wall. 


SorvEns.—J. K. P. Baker, G. W. Williams, 
E. E. Moore, D. Louis Bodge, Sidney C. 
Littlehales, Lyle Gault. - : 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN THE OHILDREN’S CORNER, 
MAROH 20, 1886. 
1.-152. 


2.- 


T 
CH 
R 


9.-Because she is a 


she has à sash about her. Because her soul 


loan (alone). Because: 


(sole) is in it. - 4.- Venice, Buffalo, Baltimore, 
ashington, Paris, Montreal, Moscow, Man- 
chester, Indianapolis, 
5.-Seven Eves. : 
e 
Correspondence. 


Streator, ILL., Feb. 21, 1886. 
Dzar Miss Wixon: I hay often thought of 


Vienna, 


writing to you, but never hav got started until ` 
to-day. Papa takes THE TRUTH SEEKER and. 


he likes it very much. I hav one sister and 
we like to read the Children’s Corner. 
sixteen years old, and go to school every day. 

The other day one of my schoolmates and 
myself were talking about the churches, and 
I told her I was growing up to be an Infidel. 


She said she was too, that her papa and 
mamma were very strong Infidels, and I said . 


mine were too; she said her father took THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, and she loved to read the 


Children's Corner; she said she was going to ` 


write you someday. Her name is Ella Nelson. 

I make out some of the puzzles, but never 
send them, but I always find them to be ċor- 
rect. I wil send the ones I hav solved this 
week. Hoping my letter wil be a pleasant 
one to you, I will close. 


Yours truly, Katie LANSING. - 


Moopy, Tex., March 14, 1886. 

Drar Miss Wixon: I will try to write, as 1 
never hav written. My father and mother 
are both Liberals, and hav been ever since I 
can remember. 
SEEKER four years. I read the most of it. I 
think it is the best paper I everread. There 
is a big Cambellite meeting going on about a 
mile from us. Parson Jones is the preacher; 
he has about twelve members, and has been 
holding his meetings about fifteen days. He 
got three or four grown members—all the 
rest were little children who could not hav 
told what they joined for if they were to be 
killed the next minute. The preacher says 
that Infidels hav no sense, and that they are 
liars and thieves, and all sorts of things like 
that. Ma was there the night that he preached 
that; she said that she was so disgusted that 
she could hardly listen to him. He said that 


the Infidels would come up to the preachers: 


grinning like possums with their contrad'c- 
tions. After all they were not contradictions. 
I will close for this time. Excuse bad writing 
and spelling. Yours truly,’ E. L. Simmons. 
PERRYSvILLE, March 18, 1886.. 
Dear Miss Wixow: I read the letters in the 
Children’s Corner of TuE TRUTH SEEKER, and 
I thought I would write one, too. We are 
sorry for Cora M. Howard and hersisters. I 
am seven years old. I go to school cvery 
day. Iam in the Third Reader. I hav a lit- 
tle brother; his name is Harry Humboldt. 
He is five years old, and goes to school some- 
times with me. We hav a little dog—we 
call him Tip—and two cats. We call. one 
Maggie and one Belcher. We hav four ban- 
tam chickens. We call one Susie, one Buff, 
one Pet, and one Charley. Grandma Bever- 
idge gave me the ** Story Hour" for a pres- 
ent. If thisis good enough I would like to 
see it published in the Children’s Corner. 
From your little friend, : 
Errig& JANE PranOE. 


SuUNLIGET, NEB., March 12, 1886. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: I go to school every 
day. Iam sick to-day. Bapa went to town 
to-day, and mamma is sewing. I hava bad 
cold. My little sister had the croup last 
night. My little brothers and sisters went to 
school. We hav been practicing our pieces, 
and I know mine all by het. Isée you spelled 
my wrong; you put m inthe place of w. We 
are to hav an exhibition t'àe last day of school. 
We hav lots of snow here, and it is thawing 
to-day. Yesterday I.put my little sister Hat- 
tie on the sled, and turned the corner too 
quick, and she pitched off head first in -the 
snow, and stuck straight up. 

Well, I guess you will think I hav written 
too much. Good-by, my friend. 

Yours, ESTELLA BOWERS., 


Ingersoll’s Tributes. | 


REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll's at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: 


The Vision of War, 
` Tribute to his Brother, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 


Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. . 


The price of these heretofore has been $1. We 
offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 
THE FOUR FOR FIFTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

88 Clinton Pl, New York. 


HISTORY 


oF THE . 
INTÉLLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 


Of Europe. 
By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 
: Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
tf $8 Olinton Pl., New York city, 


Columbus. 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


CALIFORNIA. 
‘Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
OANADA. |... 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto. 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
i ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F..Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 
' Bros., Chicago. . 
` INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 
MAINE. 
:: B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
Mills). i 
, MASSAOHUBETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
es MIOHIGAN. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
S. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
: MISSOURI. 
Dr. Wolff, 620 North 5th street, St. Louis. 
Joseph L. Andrew, Liberal. 
NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
f NEW YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 865 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 
OHIO. è 
N. Hexter, 303 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON. 
"Wm. Chance, Astoria. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 


Dr. J. H. Rhodes, 315 North 10th st., Phila. 


_ George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
.H. Clay Luse, Waynesburg. 
W. F. Schade, 8,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
TENNESSEE. 
Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 
TEXAS. 
F. T. Colwick, Norse. 
UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
D..F. Keeler, Park City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
VIRGINIA. 
Mrs. Ehnina D. Slenker, Snowville. ` 
ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
. London. 


Mottoes for Freethinkers. 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
` cards, which we offer for sale. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the “ God-bless-our- 
home” placards which disfigure the walls of so 
many houses. They are printed on heavy card- 
board, 9 inches hy 221-2. The motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gram of U. M. L. The following are the various 
readings: . “ 


: THE LIVING HAV A RIGHT TO CONTROL 
: THE WORLD. 


FREE THOUGHT WILL GIV US TRUTH. 
tetto Mo eee eee cece eter te remettre 


SUPERSTITION IS THE CHILD OF SLAVERY. 


REASON IS THE LAMP OF THE MIND, 
THE ONLY TORCH OF PROGRESS. 


THE TIME TO BE HAPPY IS NOW, : 
AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY IS HERE. H 


NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE 
TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. 


THE WORLD IS MY COUNTRY; 
TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION. 


'The price of each of the foregóing is 25 cents. 

For Freethought societies there is'a large card 
22 x 1b inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading, containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Price, 30 
cents. Anyof these will be sent postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Pl., New York City. 


A NEW PAMPHLET.—JUST OUT. 


. ADAMI AND HEVA. . 
. ^ BY S. P. PUTMAM. 


-A poetic version of the Indian Story of the Gar- 
den of ‘Eden, in which its superiority to the muti- 
lated copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. 

PRICE, 10 CENTS. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton’ Place, New York, 


Price, Twenty-Five Cents. 


THE 


. TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 


— AND— 


FREETHINKERS' ALMANAC 


na —O1886.o- 


(E. M. 


286.) 


WITH THIRTY PORTRAITS OF DISTINGUISHED EUROPEAN FREE. 
THINKERS, SCIENTISTS, AND PHILOSOPHERS, AND 
NUMEROUS OTHER ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Mr NER 
. CONTENTS. 
PAGE PAGE 
Calendar for 1886, - - - - 5| The Iron Virgin, - - -o - - 77 
Freethoughtin the United States,1885, 17 Religious Divisions of the World, 82 
How the Church Filches from the Paine Meinorial Hall. (Illustrated), 83 
State, e A TAAT oe, 24 | The Story of 1885 - = = = B34 
Public Contributions to the Church, 28 Tt d 
"e y Immigration to the U.S. 1820 - 1884, 87 
The Religion of Crime, - - - 31 z : 
ced Freethought in Australia, - = 88 
Chaplains in our Army and Navy, 32 , 
B i Freethought on the Continent, - 92 
The Higher Life. By Courtlandt Palmer, 34 Subrectz ofi Hlüstratión 
My Dream, By Samuel P. Putnam, 37 a edi s Yn ns " , e NA: 95 
The American Secular Union, - - 40 abet ip y Journals, , F : d 
Statistics ofour Foreign-born Population,49 ia pe vi ae ] x 
The Curate of Churnside. (Selected Story.) Area ani aue Ob MAPS me = 103 
By jas. Payne, - - - - 50 | Population of Large Cities, - - 103 
How Voltaire Died. By the Editor, 64 ! Liberal Lecturers, - - - - 104 
ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Lick Observatory, Saladin, 


Edward Gibbon, Goethe, 


Girard College, Philadelphia,| Annie Besant, Max Muller, Rohert Burns, 
Freethought Hall, Waco, Mary Wollstonecraft, | Thos. Huxley, Richard Carlile, 
. Texas (Iuterior view), G. W. Foote, Voltaire, _ Herbert Spencer, 

Freethought Hall, Waco Austi Holyoake, Chas. Darwin, Castelar, 
Texas (Exterior View), J. S. Mill, Rousseau, Bradlaugh, 
The Ten, George Eliot, Humboldt, Chas. A. Watts, 
Iron Virgin, Geo. Standring, Byion, J. A. Froude 
Paine Hall, : Ernst Haeckel, Shelley, John Tyndall. 
Moncure D. Conway, Auguste Comte, Da‘ id Hume, 
—— p 
NEW YORK: 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
33 CLINTON PLACE. 


FLORIDA. 
WANTED.—A man and woman, together or sep- 
arately, to join thè undersigned—one in a fruit 
nursery, the other in an egg and poultry business; 
both branches being already established. 
A small capital (200 to 500 dollars) desirable. 
Address MARY A. VORE, 


4t18 Palatka, Fla. 


Sabbath- Breaking: 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG 


Author of “False Claims,” “Bible 
Morals,” Ete. 


The best and most thorough work ever written 


on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 


view. 


Larg’ and Handsome Print. 
SINGLE CoPrEs, a um 
Six Copiss, z z 2 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


THE 
SHAKER EYE and EAR BALSAM 


SIXTY YEARS: INVARIABLE SUCCESS. 


Best known remedy for all afflictions of these or- 
gans WEAK EYES, WEAK EARS, DEAFNESS, 


25 cents. 
$1.00. 


and CATARRHAL AFFECTIONS | immediately 
reached. FAILING SIGHT prevented. AR- 
ING OR DRUMMING OF EARS will cease. One 


box telis the whole story. 
Price by mail, 80 cents. . 
10t11 G. A. LOMAS, Shakera. N. Y. 


EAUTIFUL HoUSEr«$T200 


* * * This marvelous house has been built more than 
S00times from our piang; itisso well planned that itatfords 
ample room even for a large family. lst foor shown 
above; on 2d floor are 4 bed rooms and in attic 2 more. 
Plenty of Closets. The whole warmed by one chimney. 

La illustrations and full description of the above 
as well as of 39 other houses, rangingin cost from $400 up 
to $6,500, may be found in “SHOPPELL's MODERN LOW- 
Cost HOUSES," a large quarto pamphlet, showing alsc 
how to select sites, get loans, &c. Sent postpaid on re- 
celpt of50c. . Btamps taken, or send $1 bl and we willre- 
turnthechange. Address BUILDING PLAN ARBOCIATION, 
(Mention thia Paper.) 34 Bookman At., (Box 2702) N. Y. 


^ 


BaoandShaksper 


PROOF THAT 
WLI. a steak PERE 
Could Not Write. 


THE SONNETS 
written by 
FRANCES HACON 
to the 
EARL OF ESSEX AND HIS BRIDE, A.D., 1590. 


BACON 
I atefactus Poeta Occultatus 
“§Grvoro” 
A.D. 1589-1600. 


WM UENKY RIRK. 


B. 


Prive 25 Cents, 


Acdress THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
83 Clinton Pl., New York. 


REPLY 
TO REY. L. A. LAMBERT'S 


"NOTES ON INGERSOLL’ 
By B. W. Lacy 


A thorouyh exposure of the Catholic priets's 
sc rhistry, unfairness, and histor- 
ical misstatement. 
Prie, Cloth, 81; Paper, 50 Cents 
Adi}ress THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


KERSEY GRAVES'S WORKS. 


S xteen Saviors or None. By Krr- 
SEY GRAVES, auther of the World's Sixteen 
Crncified. Saviors; The Bible of Bibles, and 
Biography of Satan. Paper; 75 cents; cloth, $1. 


Bibte of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thousavd biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
delineation of the characters of the principal 
personnges of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of their doctrins. Price, $2. 


Biography of Satan ; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 85 cents. 

The World’s Sixteen Crucified Say- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 
origin of ali the doctrines, principles, precepts, 

and miracles of the Christian New Testament. 

and furnishing a key for, unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 
history of sixteen oriental crucified gods; $2. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
ess Ad Olinton Place Now Fork, 


8. P. Putnam's Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. . Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, à New Ameri- 

can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 

** A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 

and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 

last with the living spirit of to-day.?—JoAhn 
Swinton's Payer. 

“The 


Golden Throne, a Romance. 
author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is within him. The bookisfilled with 
manly thoughts, expressed in manly words— 
the transcript of a manly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ "INGERSOLL. $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteénth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 


| Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 


with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”—Dr. Henry W. BELLOwS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 
Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25-cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 
other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 
For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
88 Clinton Place, New York. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


The History of Freethought. Bound 
in cloth and lettered. Price, $1.25. CONTENTS : 
Section I. Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section ll. What it 
Owes to Mohammedanism. Section III. Free- 
thought Martyrs and Confessors, Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Bec- 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


The American Secular Union; its 
Necessity, and the Justice of its Nine Demands. 
(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll.) 
$82 pages in cover, Price, 10 cts. s 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22pagesin cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Christ‘an Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the ‘Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles , Bradlaugh. Con- 
tents : The Origin of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties, Price, 75 cta. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are published at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS EACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity ; 
Moral Value of the Bible; Freethought and 
Modern Progress ; Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
larism; Science and Bible. Antagonistic ; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. 
the above works address THE TRU 
ER, 83 Clinton Place, New York. 


 FREETHOUGHT NOVEL-. — 
The Heathens of the Heath. A finely 


written Radicalromance, By Wm. McDonnell 
autlıor of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.95. 


Family Creeds, By William McDon- 
nell author of *Exeter Hall" Price, cloth. 
$1.25; paper, 75 cents. 


Exeter Hall. “One of the most excit- 


ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404pages. $1.25. 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 


Radical story., From the London edition, By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 


30 cents. . 
All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
“The great charm of 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was prd prepared io ex- 
ect to find, in such a. marked degree, even 
rom so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brillant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethoughtranks." Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


MATRIMONIAL, 


An educated gentleman, fifty years of age, a 
pronounced Atheist, respectfully solicits corre- 
spondence from Infidel ladies in the vicinity of 

ew York, with a view to speedy marriage. 
communications (which should be as explicit as 
possible) will be regarded as sacred, and the letters 
returned if desired by the writers or demanded by 
the rcauirements of propriety. 

Please address, CAPT. PAUL JONES, 
7 Care of Armstrong and O'Connell, 
98 E. 14th iSt., New York city. 


LITHOGRAPH. 


CHARLES DARWIN. 


Admirers of the Great Naturalist, and practically . 
the father of Evolution, will be glad to know that 
we hav a fine lithograph of him for sale—size 
18x x24 inches on heavy plate paper. Framed, the 
picture will make a splendid ornament for the 
parlors of Freethinkers. Price, 25 cents. 

ddress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Pl., New York. 


TRAVELS IN FA, TH 
From Tradition to Reason. 


BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. 
Cloth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office. 


Bible Fabrications Hefuted 


and 
The Errors of the Bible Exposed. . 
BY 0. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 
Price, 15 centa, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York, 


or all of . 
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doctr. 


My Cathedral. 


Like two cathedral towers these stately pines 
Uplift their fretted summits tipped with cones; 
The arch beneath them is not built with stones, 

Not Art but Nature traced these lovely lines, 

And carved this graceful arabesque of vines; 

No organ but the wind here sighs and moans, 

No sepulcher conceals a martyr’s bones, 

No marble bishop on his tomb reclines. 

Enter! the pavement, carpeted with leaves, 

Givs back a softened echo to thy tread? 

Listen ! the vhoir is singing ; all the birds 
In leafy galleries beneath the eaves 

Are singing; listen! ere the sound be fled, 

And learn there may be worship without words, 

` —Longfellow. 
a o_o eee 
What is “ Orthodoxy?’ 
From the London Truthseeker. 

An industrious American has taken the 
trouble to collect from authoritativ docu- 
ments the chief Articles of Belief of ‘‘ ortho- 
dox” churches. The result is somewhat 
curious, not a little melancholy, and em- 
inently instructiv: 

DzonEES; FoREORDINATION; EVERLASTING 
Dear. By the decrees of God, for the man- 
ifestation of his glory, some men and angels 
are predestinated to everlasting life, and oth- 
ers foreordained to everlasting death.—Con- 
stitution of the Presbyterian Church of the 
United States, second edition, published by 
authority of the General Assembly, 1846; or, 
' Westminster Confession of Faith, chap. ii, 

. sec. 8. 

All: who will be saved were the objects of 
God's eternal and electing love, and were 
given by an act of divine sovereignty to the 
son of God.—Art. xiv of Declaration of Faith 
of the Congregational Union of England and 
Wales. 

Tus FALL; ORIGINAL Sin; TorAL Deprav- 
ry. We believe, teach, and confess that 
original sin is no trivial corruption, but is so 
profound a corruption of human nature as to 
leave nothing sound, nothing uncorrupt in the 
body.or soul of man, or in his mental or bod- 
ily powers.— Lutheran Confession of Faith, 
the Formula of Concord, art. i, sec. 8. 

Our first parents, being seduced by the 
subtlety and temptation of Satan, sinned in 
eating the forbidden fruit; . . by this sin 
they fell from their original righteousness and 
communion with God, and so became dead 
in sin, and wholly defiled in all the faculties 
&nd parts of soul and body; and they 
being the root of all mankind, the guilt of this 
sin was imputed, and the same death in sin, 
and corrupted nature, conveyed to all their 
posterity, descending from.them by ordinary 
generation. From this original corrup- 


tion, whereby we'are utterly indisposed, dis- | 


abled, and made opposit to all good, and 
wholly inclined to'all evil, do proceed all 
actual transgressions.— Con fession of Faith of 
the Presbyterian Church, pp. 88-40. 


Gop’s WRATH AND CursE; AN ENDLESS 
HzLr. All mankind by their fall lost com- 
munion with God, are under his wrath and 
curse, and so made liable to all the miseries 
in this life, to death itself, and to the pains of 
hell forever.— Westminster Shorter Catechism, 
Answer to Question 19. 

The fall.of the first man involved that of all 
his natural descendants; all men are conse- 
quently sinful by nature and are under the 
wrath of God.— Baptist Prize Catechism, 1866. 

ETERNAL Torments. The souls of the 
wicked are cast into Lell, where they remain 
in torments. 1 
into eternal torments.— Confession of Faith of 
the Presbyterian Church, pp. 161 and 165. 

SMALL Sins. There is no sin so small but it 
deserves damnation.— The Westminster Con- 

Session, chap. xv, art. 4. 

Tae ATONEMENT. As sin cannot be par- 
doned without a sacrifice, Christ gave himself 
a sacrifice for the sins of the world, and thus 
made salvation possible for all men. He died 
for us, suffering in our stead.— Confession of 
the F'ree-will Baptists, chap. vii, 1868. 

Christ's work of atonement consisted in his 
perfect obedience to the law of God, and in 
satisfying divine justice by suffering in the 
place of sinful men.— Baptist Prize Catechism, 
1866, question 238. 

A Derry Comprosep or TunEx Persons; 
Breuer in "Turis NroEssARY TO. SALVATION. 
Whosoever shall be saved, before all things it 
is necessary that he hold the Catholic faith, 
which faith, except everyone do keep whole 
and undefiled, without doubt he shall perish 
everlastingly. And the Catholic faith is this: 
That we worship one God in Trinity, and 
Trinity in Unity; neither confounding tbe 
persons nor. dividing the substance. For 
there is one person of the Father, and another 


The wicked shall be cast | 


of the Son, and another of the Holy Ghost. 

- . Sothe Father is God and the Son is 
God and the Holy Ghost is God. He 
therefore who would be saved must think 
thus of Trinity. Athanasian Creed. 

BELIEF IN THE Derry or Jesus NEOESSARY 
TO BALvATION. It is necessary to everlasting 
salvation that we also believe rightly the in- 
carnation of our Lord Jesus Christ. For the 
right faith is, that we believe and confess that 
the Lord Jesus Christ is God, God of 
the substance of the father. . Perfect 
God, equal to the Father as touching 
his Godhead. This is the Catholic faith, 
which, except a man believe faithfully, he 
cannot be saved.—Athanasian Creed. 

INFANTS SUFFER AND Dıt BEoAUSE ADAM 
FELL. Infants are a part of the human fam- 
ily, and their sufferings and death are to be 
accounted for on the ground of their being 
involved in the general moral ruin of the 
race.—The Auburn Declaration, 1887, sec. 5. 
[The highest doctrinal authority in the Pres- 
byterian church of America.] 

Tur Derry or Curist; Curisr DYING to 
ReconoitE Gop vo Man.—The Son, who is 
the word of the Father, is the very and eter- 
nal God, of one substance with the Father, 

who truly suffered, was crucified, dead, 
and buried, to reconcile the Father.—Disci- 
plin of the Methodist Episcopal Church, chap. 
i, sec. 2. : 

REGENERATION. As man is a fallen and 
sinful being, he must be regenerated in order 
to obtain salvation. This change is an instan- 
taneous renewal of the heart by the holy 
spirit.—Confession of the Free-Will Baptists, 
chap. xi, 1868. d f 

Aw INFALLIBLE BIBLE. We believe that the 
holy Bible was written by men divinely in- 
spired, and is a perfect treasure of heavenly 
instruction; that it has God for its author, 
salvation for its end, and truth without any 

mixture of error for its matter.—The New 
iFUmpshire Baptist Confession, art. i, 1888. 
[This confession is more generally accepted 
than any other among Baptists in America. ] 

Inrayrs LosT UNLESS REDEEMED BY THE 
BLOOD or CHRIST AND. REGENERATED BY THE 
Horv Guosr. All infants, as well as adults, 
in order to be saved, need redemption by the 
blood of Christ and regeneration by the Holy 
Ghost.— Auburn Declaration, séc. 6. 

RESURREOTION oF tHe Bopy. They (Con- 
gregational churches) believe that the bodies 
of the dead will be raised again.—Art. xix of 
Declaration of the Congregational Union af 
England and Wales. 

Curist AscENDED iNTO Heaven, Bopy, 
Fresu, anD Boxes. Christ did truly rise from 
the dead, and took again his body, with flesh 
and bones, wherewith he ascended into 
heaven. Articles of Religion (art. 8) of the 
Reformed Episcopal Church of America. 
Adopted 1875. 

Christ did truly rise from the dead, and 
took again his body, wherewith he ascended 
into heaven.—Methodist Articles of Religion, 
art. iii. 

DoorRiIN oF ALL THE EVANGELIOAL CHUROHES. 
The American Board of the Evangelical Alli- 
ance, which represents all the leading Evan- 
gelical churches of this country, adopted in 
1867 as its doctrinal basis, among others, the 
following doctrins: The utter depravity of 
human nature in consequence of fle Fall. 
The justification of the sinner by faith alone. 
The resurrection of the body. 
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Catholicism in the City of Mexico. 


A few days ago I stopped before the door 
of the chapel of the Third Order of San Fran- 
cisco, in Cholula, to read a “religious an- 
nouncément” posted thereon. It was to this 
effect: “In the drawing of the lottery of 


souls, which took place in this chapel last |. 


'Thursday, the soul of Don Miguel Fulano 
drew the first prize. Funeral honors wil be 
paid him in this chapel on Thursday of this 
week." Horrified, I asked for an explana- 
tion, and this is what I learned: In every 
church is an altar called the '* altar of souls;” 
near it is à collection-box into which the 
faithful put their money. When a sufficient 
sum-—írom one to five hundred dollars—has 
been collected, the names of four or five poor 
people who hav died are sliaken together, and 
the one whose name is first drawn obtains the 
first prize; that is, his soul is entitled to & 
solemn mass for the purpose of getting him 
out of purgatory ! 

Yesterday morning a grand requiem mass 
was sung, for the repose of the soul of a 
wealthy lady who died two years ago. To 
everyone present was given a card containing 
prayers which could be applied in either one 
of two ways—to shorten one’s own days in 
purgatory, or those of the lady whose funeral 


rites were'in progress. '* My Jesus, mercy!” 
shortens one's length of timein purgatory one 
hundred days for each time it is said—only 
one must indicate, before beginning to pray, 
. whether it is for his own soul or that of the 
lady for whom mass is being said. ‘‘ Sweet 
heart of Mary, be my refuge!" takes off three 
hundred dayseach time it is said; and “ Mer- 
ciful Jesus, giv me eternal rest!" takes off 
Seven years.— Fannie C. Snow. 
——— 9 $—9—— m 


A Confucian to a Christian. 


The following letter was written to the 
Portland Oregonian by a Chinaman in answer 


‘to an attack on his-countrymen by a minister 


of the town. Judging by the dignified, if 
sorrowful, tone of the letter, Chan Hon Fan 
is better qualified to civilize the preachers 
than they are to do ‘‘missionary work” in 
China: 1 

PonTLAND, ORE., Feb. 24, 1886. 

To THE EDITOR of THE OREGONIAN, Sir: 
I was asked by many of my countrymen 
* whether any respectable, law-abiding citi- 
zen in this city has anything to do with the 
‘anti-Chinese movement’ or not.” 

My answer was no; but on secing a short 
article.in the Oregonian of the 18th inst. in 
answer to Rev. E. Trumbull Lee, it led me to 
look for his article. 

Having read over and over carefully the 
article of Mr. Lee, I am convinced that the 
sentiment of it is not only ‘‘ calculated to make 
riot and bloodshed," but it also misrepresents 
a class of law-abiding citizens of this fair city. 
When Chinese riots occur in China, attempt- 
ing to injure and annoy the foreign mission- 
aries, the Chinese converts do their best to 
conceal and shelter them from harm until the 
power of the government can come and pro- 
‘tect them. I never heard that the Chinese 
converts ever exposed their foreign mission- 
aries or inflamed the rioters to injure them. 
But at such a time as this, when the Chinese 
are everywhere exposed to danger and annoy- 
ance, both in property and in life, what bene- 
fit can 3t be for Rev. E. Trumbull Lee to 
write such false things about the Chinese? 

This is too mysterious even for those whom 
he termed the ‘‘almond-eyed, unclean, and 
immoral pagan Chinese" to comprehend. A 
man like him brag about **our better civiliza- 
tion" and glorious religion that the Chinese 
cannot compare with! Why not use his time 
and brain to write about what the meaging of 
the word civilization is, and how to liv to be 
called civilized people? Does civilization in- 
clude the following words: ‘Be good to 
strangers?” Or he might preach a sermon on 
the “golden rule;" tell what the savior said, 
that. '''"Therefore, all things whatscever ye 
-would that men should do to you do ye even 
so to them,” which was taught, though nega- 
tivly, by our sage Confucius about 2.400 years 
ago, and not only preach it, but take pains to 
practice it himself. By so doing, I think the 
Chinese might be Christianized easier here 
than in their **own lands," because here they 
they hav a great deal more good teachings by 
example of good Christian people! 

But if Mr. Trumbull Lee thinks the idea of 
Rev. William B. Lee, of Olympia, is right be- 
cause he thinks that the ‘‘Chinese are far 
more likely to be made Christians in their own 
lands by our devoted missionaries there, than 


they are here in contact with the lowest orders. 


of American society—gamblers, speculators, 
profane men aud women, aud commercial 
and political scoundrels of every sort ”—of 
course any man with common sense knows 
that it is not the fault of the Chinese that they 
are surrounded bv the ‘‘lowest orders of 
American society;” and if such is the case 
how can the Chinese see the beauty and ex- 
cellency of Christianity? For they are not 
fools nor idiots. The intelligent Chinamen 
are like any other class of sensible men. If 
anything comes to them that is contrary to 
their reason and observation, they are by no 
means willing to accept it. For this reason, 
and this alone, I want vou, Rev. E. Trumbull 
Lee, and you, Rev. Wm. B. Lee, to know 
that you, being preachers of Christianity, and 
men that enjoy that '' better civilization” in 
enlightened. America, hav, by your unkind 
words, become great stumbling-blocks before 
a race of benighted souls whom Jesus came 
to save. 

If some of the intelligent pagan Chinamen 
should take up Rev. Trumbull Lee’s 
article and translate it into their own language 
and send it back to China to be circulated 
there among the Chinese, then you would find 
out what a hard time your ‘‘ devoted mis- 
sionaries” would hay there in Christianizing 
them. : 


Iknow that you do not care for tbis, be- | 


cause you are too good to be sent as a mis- 
sionary to convert the ‘‘ pagan Chinese," but 
this is a fact. Therefore, in the name of God 
and humanity, I entreat you, Rev. Mr. Lee, 
to not lower yourself by sympathizing with 
the lawless persons on the Chinese question, 
but let the true beauty -and excellency of 
Christianity be more seen through your good 
sentiments and Christ-like example, and then 
the ** pagan Chinese ” can better comprehend 
and better appreciate, and may adopt, your 
“better civilization" and Christian religion, 
but not otherwise. Yet why should the 
Chinese go? For “God hath made of one 
blood all nations of men for to dwell on all 
the face of the earth.” We are here by the 
invitation of the United States government, 
and will be protected here by the stipula- 


tion of international treaty rights, as the 
American citizens are protected by our gov- 
ernment in China. Cran Hon Fan. 


Book Notice. 


Tue ORDER or Creation: The Conflict be- 
tween Genesis and Geology. A Contro- , 
versy between the Hon. W. E. Gladstone, 
Prof. T. H. Huxley, Prof. Max Miiller, M. 
Réville, E. Lynn Linton. New York: The 
Truth Seeker Company, 83 Clinton Place. 
Pp. 178. Price 75 cents. 

These essays, which attracted wide atten- 
tion and were read with deep interest when 
they first appeared, collected and reprinted 
in a neat volume, are now ina form conve- 
nient for reference and suitable for the library. 
They are of great value to all who would 
know the latest word contributed by eminent 
writers to the discussion of the old question 
whether the order of Genesis and the order of 
geology are in harmony or in conflict, and 
other cognate subjects suggested by the con- 
troversy between Mr. Gladstone and Professor 
Huxley. We do not believe that the defend- 
ers of Genesis will care to assist in the circu- 
lation of this volume, although the religious 
press of the country hav quoted freely from 
Mr. Gladstone’s article presented in the same 
volume with the replies and criticisms here 
reproduced. ` 

They make a work which, so far as read by 
intelligent minds, must be effectiv in destroy- 
ing the faith still surviving in the inspired 
and authoritativ character of the so-called 
Mosaic account of the creation.— Index. 

ere 


Everybody Should Read it, 

Through the courtesy of the Truth Seeker 
Company, of New York city, the Gazetteer is” 
in possession of a handsomely bound copy of^ 
“The Order of Creation, the Conflict Between 
Genesis and Geology.” This volume contains 
‘t Dawn of Creation and Worship,” by W. E.. 
Gladstone, in reply to certain strictures in 
* Prolegomena to the History of Religions,” 
by Dr. Réville; a reply entitled, ‘The In- 
terpreters of Genesis and the Interpreters of — 
Nature," by the celebrated scientist, Prof. T. 
H. Huxley; a further reply to Mr. Gladstone's 
article, by F. Max Müller, written as & post- 
Script to his last work, **Solar Myths;" a re- 
joinder by Mr. Gladstone to thése articles of 
Professor Huxley and Professor Max Müller, 
which he entitled, ‘‘Proem to Genesis; a Plea 
fora Fair Trial;' “Dawn of Creation," an 
answer to Mr. Gladstone, by Albert Réville, 
D.D.; another article from the pen of Profes- 
sor Huxley, entitled, “Mr. Gladstone and. 
Genesis;” closing. with “A Protest and a 
Plea,” by Mrs. E. Lynn Lynton. No contro-: 
versy of a religious character has attracted - 
more attention than this since the celebrated 
discussion’ between Robert G. Ingersoll and 
Judge Black. The volume before us is a 
handsomely-printed book of 170 pages, and 
all these articles are given without comment, 
or even & preface. The reader is furnished 
with the learned arguments pro and con and 
is left free to decide as to the merits of the ar- 
guments presented without n attempt to bias 
opinion on the part of the;publishers. The 
price of the book is 50 cents in paper covers, 
or 75 cents handsomely bound in muslin. It 
deserves a wide circulation.—Dentson (Tex.) 
Sunday Gazetteer. 
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ELEMENTS 


UNIVERSAL HISTORY 


HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS 
AND FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. 


By Prof, 8. M., Cottinger, A.M. 


This book is just what the busy, world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of history from 2,000 
years B.C. on up to 1888, all in a nutshell.—K- 
mina Senker, ` - 


As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place; in the family it would be no 
less important, as conveying information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan Wizon. 


Mr. Cottinger’s intentions in writing this book 
are excellent, and his standpoint admirable. It 
may be commended as fultilhng its purpose of a 
concise and interesting historical text-book.— 
Milwaukee Sentinel. ` 

Price, Cloth, £1.50. 
For Schools, in Quantities, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


* CHRISTIANITY 


A REWARD FOR CRIME, 


Substantiated by the Bible. 
" ` BY 
O. B. WHITFORD, M. D. 
Price, 10 Cents. | Per Dozen, $1.00, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place, New York, 


we What, Must We Do to Be Sayed? Pa-} 
; "By RG. |. 
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- 
Rya put 


-7 Orihodoxy. 


Ingersolls 1 


- Tributes. 


Forks. 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
" Th fvg lect ising, “The ` Gods,” 
CR NC "The, dada’ 


eretics and Heresies.” - 3 


ity,” and * 


The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth; 1.25. s 


Contents: * The Ghosts,” * Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,” “Ehe Declaration of In- 
dependence, “About - Farming in lllinois," 
t The Grant Banquet,” ‘The Rev., Alexander 
Clark,” “The Past Bises before Me 


Dream,” and “ A Tribute to-Ebon C. Ingersoll" B 
Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; |. 


cloth, $1.25. 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 5Octs; 


plain cloth, $1.25. 


per, 25 cents, 


The Christian Religion. . 


Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah 8. Black, and Prof.. 


George F, Fisher, Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


10 cents, $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 


large, clear type, and containing as much as |. 


could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary: document, 
Liberals should scatter it generously; |. . .- 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propdunded by 
the editor of the San Franctscan. nis; 
cents per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copies; $3. 
Millions of these should be circulated by Free- 

ers. 


Vindication of Thomas Paine from 


the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- |: 


ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 10 cents. 


Address on the Civil Rights 


Large size octavo, paper, 15.cents. - 


Bill. 


Ingersoll's Lectures Complete. P 
» To meet the demand |: 


ound in one volume. 
for Mr. Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest ọn- * Ortho- 
.doxy," bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing Over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid: 


applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s “Tribute to 

is Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the;“Grant 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over 
“ Little, Harry Miller's Grave," that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suita- 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 
to any address, prepaid, for 60cts, or either one 


-for 15 cents. 


The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and 
Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 
life, price, $1.50 each, Every admirer of these 


apostles of Religious Liberty should hav these 
busts. A 


Photogra hs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
"per| otographs, 22x98, $5; pa: 1024x17. 
$3; boudoir, $1; Sabinet, 40 batty E card, oo oe 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 
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J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


False Claims Revised and Enlarged. 
. ‘Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, Asa 
^ ' Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 

` The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization ; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 

the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman's Rights 

e 


Movement; the Temperance Reform; 
Church and the Republic. 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
: Vices Sanctioned by Scripture : Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating; Theft and Robbery ; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars of 
Conquest and Extermination; Despotism; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals ; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; [gnorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


^* Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


: Thomas Paine, 


The Apostle of Liberty. 
elo: 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
-batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Roripsurea and the Sabbath; Examination of 
. Sunday. Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
Babbath during the Middle Ages: The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws, Price, 25 cents ; six copies, $1.00. : 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
ö cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts. 


The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and' Political Liberty. Tells the stor, 

of the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. Choice extracts fróm “Common Sense,” 
* American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine's 
character from. more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them. 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 


cloth, 75 cents. . 
An address 
ře the N. E. Free- 


delivered in Paine Hall, b 
Fi anuary 29; 1884. Price, 


thinkers’ Convention, 
10 cents, . " 
For all the above works address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
38 Clinton Place, New York. 


- The Perpetual Calendar. 


Working the Year of Science 
' And the Common Computations. . 
_An Almanac Forever. 
. Bhowing the day of the week for any day of the 


month for. all time past and present and to come, 
and other useful information, Price, 40 cents; 


^' three for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
Canvassers address L, Martin, Brunswick, Ga. 


5 cents; 50° 


There hav been so many. 


56 pages, 12mo, paper,| - 


RORY ta ae m a 


DO M C C EI 
WICARIOUS. ATONEMENT: Fear; Beginning 
: to Think; Creeds; Self-Control What We Need; 
. Vicarious Atonement Not, a Christian Inven- 
:tion; Twin Monsters from Intellectual Pig- 


f Price, Cloth $1.00; Paper, 50 Cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts, 
e © Address THM TRUTH SEEKER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


SOCIAL WEALTH: . 


The Sole Factors and 
Exact Ratios in Hts Acquirement and Apportionment, 


By J. K. INGALLS 


CONTENTS: Economic Schools: a hrief re- 
view of their Origin and Growth; Rise and 
Growth of Capitalism; Unearned Increase: 
profit, interest, rent; Conservation of Wealth; 
Tools and Improved Machinery; The Nature of 
Wages; Private and Social Wealth; Land Own- 


Persons, Education, As Wives, Not Woman’s 
Friend, Morais). 


ership; Private Property in Land; Capital and 
the Productiv Factors; Partnership and: Co-op- 
eration; Law of Contracts; Money and Credit; 


Remedy; Reforms, not Remedies; Suggestions 
to Legislators; Conclusion. 


PRICF, CLOTH, $1.00. 
Aidress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 33 Clinton Place, New York City. 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


THE PRESENT 


AND 


THE FUTURE REPUBLIC OF NORTH AMERICA. 
l l l BY A CAPITALIST. 


A Book Advocating Associate Life as a Remedy for Poverty, Vice, and Crime. It deals with 
the present conditions of society in this country, pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 
it is almost impossible that the people should be other than poor and vicious under our present sys- 


‘tem. The remedy, the author thinks, is in communal life, and be has drawn a vivid picture of the 


future Republic of North America, as it will be when society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously and interestingly written. 

ContENTS: The titles of some of the chapters are: Present External Appearance of Our Re- 
public; Government and Laws; Finance; Public Improvements; Production aud Distribution; 
Education; Morality and Religion; Marriage and Divorce; life in the New Republic; Life iu the 
Existing Republic; Examination of the Objections to Communism; Methods Proposed for the 
Transition from the System of Individual Property to & System of Collectiv Property; Danger. 
Price, $1.50. m f a ; 

' T ahed and for sale by the Truth Seekef Company, 33 Clinton Place, New York City. 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible. In- 
vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions, 
With numerous references and citations, that 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
ot other propositions in the same book. Price 
25 cents, 


myMedical Componnd and Improved 
Elastic Supporter Truss tx from 30 to 
90 days. Reliable references given. Send 
stamp for circular, and say in what paper ` 
you saw my advertisement, Address Capt, 


W. à. Collings, Smithville, Jetforson Co, N. Ta 


Of Value or Economie Ratios; Taxation as a 


à Wettsten's 


| opular Jewelry Storé, Rochelle, Ill. 


Mennin diamond jewelry; fine gold and silver 
Mches, chains, bracelets, gold and gated jew- 
ty, silver and plated ware, optical, art, and fancy 
ods. 3 oz., coin silver, ‘Elgin watch, $9; 4 OZ., 
1.50; 40z., stem wind, 11 jeweled, $14.50; same, 15 
veled, $19; same, adjusted, $22, In filled gold 
me Ras nts re E years, Ki jeweled, ptem, vind, 
; 11 jeweled, $23.50; 15 jeweled, $28; adjuste 
l. Best filled cases add $4.50. lodos filled, bes 
88, $20, 7; $22,115; and $30 for 15 jeweled move- 
ants. | Ladies? aolid. old, 10 k., 7; 224, 11; 
2, 15 jewels. For 14 karat cases add $8. 
mally low. Watches cleaned, $1; springs $1; and 
jturned per registered mail. Best spectacle in 
ie world, $1. goods must suit or cash back. 
j M And what isa nicer 
present for either 
your lady or gentle- 
man friends than 
one of my latest im- 
proved model badges 
In solid gold, artis- 
tically enameled in ` 
three colors? Price, 
$3, $3.50, $4. With 
genuin diamond in 
rising sun, $8 and $10, 
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is a regularly educat- 
ed and legally quali- 
fied physician, and 
the most successful, ` 
as his practice will 
rove. He has for . 
wenty years treated 
exclusivly all diseases 
of the Sexual Organs, 
in the cures of which 
he stands preeminent 
SPERMA' ORRHOA 
and IMPOTENOC 
as the result of self- 
abuse in youth and 
© sexual excesses in ma- 
$ turer years, causing 
1 night emissions by 
p^ o o———o———, dreams, loss of sexual 
1 power, rendering 
àarriage improper and unhappy, etC., are cure 
ermanently by an outside app cation in sixty 
ays. NO STOMACH MEDICIN USED. | Itis one 
f Dr. Fellows’ valuable discoveries, which is en- 
irely unknown to the medital profession. It is 
jot a catch-penny get sp such as & pad, belt, pas- 
ille, nor magnetic appliance, but sim ly a medi- 
n to be applied externally on the parts affected, ' 
hich cures by absorption. Send five 2-cent stamps 
r his * Private Counselor,” giving full informa- 
ion. Address Dr. R. P. Fellows, Vineland, N. J., 
nd say where you saw this advertisment, 


B.—Dr. Fellows begs leave to say that he is 


PIENE TEN N. 
FICTIONS: Church Fictions; Historical Facts an infidel of the most pronounced character. Bro. 
—(OCivilization, Comparativ Status, Women as 


iberals, your patronage is solicited. 


BOOKS ON-MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 
SUBJECTS : 


PLAIN HOME TALK: AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully. 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.95—in Singlish or German. 
À new cheap edition at only $1.50. 

SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B, Foote. Five volumes, at $1 each, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2. 

SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound, (The fifth 
volume of “Sciencein Story.") 50 cents, 

HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages. 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES Mime Pam- 
plilets). By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “ Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, advocating personal and: public hygiene 
and opposing Vaccination; “Health in the Sun- 
beam,” considerin the blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and well. y mail, 10 cents each. 

HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets), ‘The Law 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages, cloth 
bound, $2; “ Heredity,” by Loring Moody, 159 

ages, cloth, 75 cents; “The Law of Heredity,” by 
E H. Marsh, 10 cents; "The Alphabet of the 
Human Temperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; “Generation before Regen- 
eration,” by Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; * Re- 
ports of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
1882," i T $ eard aanus Convention of the 
Institute of Heredity, May 29, cents. 

‘Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Te ile Analy 


John R. Kelso, A.M. 


. CONTENTS: 5 

The Old Testament.—The New Testament.—The 
Creation.—The Deluge.—The Exodus.—The Mira- 
cles ct the Bible.—The Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Bible.—The 
Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 
the Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 
qon octavo, 833 pp:, Splendidly executed. Sent 
by mail, post paid. Price, $3.00. 


The Secret of the East; 
OR, 
The Origin of the Christian Religion 
and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


Price, $1.00. For sale at this office, 


SEORETARY Maxxixo is getting betters w 

Tue law is making sad work among New 
York aldermen, and numerous arrests: for, 
corruption hav taken place, with more to: 


follow. 

* AN entertainment and hop, under the 
auspices of the congregation 
Prayer, ” was recently recorded as having |; 
taken place in Boston. 

. "M. PASTEUR, the French chemist, has lost |. 


‘Gates of i 


another patient whom he had inoculated for ; 


hydrophobia. The patient was a Russian | 
mujik bitten by a wolf. E f 
Tue annual boat race between the Oxford | 
and Cambridge university crews took place |. 
on the Thames river last Saturday. The}: 
Cambridge crew won by half a length. 
GARRETT MAYBEE, one of the victims of 
. Rugg, the negro who murdered Mrs. Maybee 


and her daughter in Brookville, L. I.; and B 


who almost killed Mr. Maybee, died on 
the 2d. 

Dorine the month of March 469 vessels of 
all kinds entered this port from foreign coun- 
tries, of which 152 were American vessels and 


209 British. The German flag was.third on} 


the list, with 35 arrivals. 


Waite he was offering prayer on Friday p^ 


night of last week, in the First Methodist 
church, in Union Hill, N. Y., James Russell, 


a member of the congregation, fell back into j- 
his seat, and died of heart disease before a į 


physician arrived. He was forty-eight years 
old. 

JupaE ALLEN, of the Missciusss We 

, preme Court, hasjust decided that the bishop 

of a diocese is not liable for moneys depos- 

ited with a priest. 


were swindled out of more than $200,000. 


promising ‘‘boy preacher" until he+got into 
a scrape with a girl and came to New York 
and tried to commit suicide. The doctors 
fixed him up, but he says he will never preach 
again.. If he keeps his word, it must be ac- 
knowledged that adversity still has its sweet 
uses. 

Tars time it is from Canada. The dis- 
patch is dated April 2d and says: ‘The 
wife of Nathan Griffith, of Westchester, cut 
her husband’s throat with a razor while he. 
was asleep this morning. Her mind became 
unbalanced by religious excitement. She 
says she wanted to kill her husband and go 
preaching.” 

Tae Rev. William Taai. Freewill 
Baptist, at Franklin Falls, N. H., recently 
married a widow with $2,000 in the bank, in- 
duced her to let him draw out the money, 
and then decamped. He has been arrested 
and forced to disgorge, but his wife, who is 
worth $20,000, refuses to hav anything more 
to do with him. 

“Tug Rev. Dr. Philip Krohn, of Abilene, 
Kan., and Miss Anna Staenhoeffer, of the 
same place, went to a hotel at Junction City 
one day last week, engaged a room, and pre- 
pared themselvs for rest. , They were dis- 
turbed by the young mad to whom Miss 
Staenhoeffer was engaged, and the minister 
was ejected and the girl carried home. 


i 

| 

WiLLIAM ÁOKERMAN, of Ackley, Ia., was a |i 
{ 

i 

| 

i 

i 


' SEVERAL Israelites were arraigned last Sun- 
day before a New York justice charged with 
keeping their places of business open on Sun- 
day , and the justice discharged them, saying 
to the officer: ‘‘The statute is plain that 
these men hav a right to keep open on Sun- 
day if they do not sell on Saturday. You 
can’t expect them to keep two holy days in 
one week." 

Tar railroad strikes in the Southwest are 
still unsettled. There was a riot at Fort 
Worth, Tex., last Saturday, and a collision 
occurred between the strikers and the militia. 
Several men were dangerously wounded. The 
strike was at one time last week supposed to 
be settled, but the men refused to go to work 
unless they could be taken as asbody. This 
the railroad refused to do, and i 2 filling their 
places with otlier men. 

AN arbitration bill has passed the House of 
Representativs at Washington. 'The bil! pro- 
vides that when any controversy arises be- 

' tween a railroad corporation and its employ- 
ees in any state or territory, or the District of 
Columbia, the differences may be submitted 
to a board of arbitration of three members, 
one selected by the corporation, a second 
selected by the émployees, and the third 
selected by the other two, the government to 
pay the expenses of the same. 


The case was one of sev- |; 
eral growing out of the collapse of a Catholic |; 
society. at Lawrence, by which depositors |i 


eer 


dE Qdde and Gude. 


Ir is now beginning to be understood that 


Joshua commanded the sun to stand still until he. 


could wind up his Waterbury watch and set it by 
solar time, 


A New Yonx judge has decided that it is not a: 


crime to be poor. This may be true, but certain 


investigations in New York show that in a great: 


Many cases it is a crime to be rich. 


A SAN Francisco family recently engaged a 
young girl from the East who advertised that she 
had been “four years in her last place." The fam- 
ily subsequently learned that she would hav re- 
mained longer than four years in her last place if 


the governor had not pardoned her when he did. | 


Taumace did not preach yesterday, which was 
decidedly hard on our esteemed contemporaries 
who get advance-sheets of his sermons, and hav 
them in type ready to publish as soon as they are 
delivered in Brooklyn.— Pittsburgh. Chronicle Tele- 
graph. 

Now, suppose the wives of the Knights of Labor 
were to strike for fewer hours of labor and more 
wages! Their husbands would either hav to grant 
the demand or take their meals at a restaurant, to 
say nothing of sewing on their trousers buttons 
and darning their own hose. 


*'Dow you think this story isa little hard to 
believe ?” asked the Horse Editor. ‘‘ What story?” 
queried the Snake Editor. “Thata girlin Chicago 
is in the habit of sleeping five or six days at & 
time." * Oh, no, not at all strange; she is proba- 
bly a saleslady in a store that doesn’t advertise.” 


Tux newspapers say that General Logan receives 
two hundred letters every day. Ha! as there are 
only twenty-six letters in the alphabet, it is evident 
that there isa good deal of tissue ballot in the 
generals mail. What ho! without there! An 
investigation committee for one, please. Hav it 
hot, and send it np right away.—Brookiyn Eagle, 


THE historiayt doesn't know where this story had 
its actual origin, but it was “told for true" ona 
recent oeéan voyage to enliven the company. A 
gentleman who had indulged quite too freely, and 
-hadn’t had the discovery made for him in season 
to get a carriage, was helped home by a very good 
Samaritan. He was very grateful in an exhila- 
rated way, and asked his benefactors name, “My 
name?” said the gentleman from Samaria. “Oh, 
Im 8t. Paul.” The inebriate steadied himself by 
& final effort, and looked dreamily at his departing 
friend. “Ishay,” said he, St. Paul! Did you 


ever get any ansher to that damned long letter you, 


wrote the Ephesians ?” 

“ MARIA," said the preacher Saturday afternoon, 
after having read his sermon aloud to her, * what 
do you think of it? Hav I not portrayed the evils 
of Sunday’ newspapers in a way that must affect 
the congregation?” ‘Indeed you hav, John,” was 
the reply. ‘“Ithoughtso,” said the preacher. “I 
feel that in this sermon I hav fully demonstrated 
the iniquity of Sunday publications. I trust there 
will be a large congregation to-morrow. By the 


of my sermon and its subject to all the newspapers ; 
so that it will appear in the morning?” She said. 
she had attended to it. 

-" PLEASE, sir, will you help a poor woman v 
five children and a sick husband? Please, sir, we 
havn't tasted: food in two days." *''I*m sorry, my 


'poor woman, very sorry ; but I really can't do any- 


thing for you. You had better apply to the public 
charities. You see, we are sending all our money 
to the starving fishermen of Balishoo, and we 
havn't a cent to spare.” 

HE FIRED ON TIME, 

They engaged a new porter at the Lahr House. 
Eyerybody liked him, he was so cheerful, 80 oblig- 
ing, and so rigorously and scrupulously exact in 
carrying out every order given him. On last Tues- 
day Mr. J. B. Johnson, the vice-president of the 
Omaha Chilled Plow Works, put up at the hotel. 
Mr. Johnson is a very dignified and polished gen- 
tleman, and extremely particular about his room 
and service. That evening a very extraordinary 
thing occurred. Some say it was about 9 o’clock; 
others place it as late as 10:30. At any rate, some- 
where near that time Mr. Johnson was amazed to 
see the door of his room open and a man step in. 

* Who the devil are you?” inquired Mr. Johnson, 

“Oi am the porter,” replied the stranger, delib- 
erately removing his coat. and rolling up his 
sleeves. 

** Well, what is the meaning of this singular i in- 
trusion ?" inquired Mr. Johnson. 

Thomas did notreply. He spit upon his hands, 
executed a rapid and fantastic jig, and leaped 
suddenly upon the astonished guest. : 
Johnson; 


* Help! Murder!" bellowed Mr. 
“crazy man killing me!” 
* Shut up, ye dhirty spalpeen!” exclaimed 


Thomas, obtaining a firm grip upon the bust of 
his trousers, and propelling him rapidly out of the 
room. ‘It’s none of the loikes of ye that’s wanted 
in a dacent house.” 

* But, my good man !” gasped Mr. Johnson, his 
words coming by excited jerks, “there is some 
mistake! Let me explain !” 

“ Nivera ward, ye hoodlum!” replied Thomas, 
rushing him toward the stairs; ** we're onto yet 
The house has had ye spotted.” 

The next instant the guests in the corridor were 
amazed to see two figures, one spluttering and 
kicking and the other grim and determined, shoot 
down the stair-case, plunge through the lobby, and 
disappear into the outer darkness. Ina few mo- 
ments Thomas returned panting and rolling down [| 
his sleeves. 

“ What in the name of heaven were you doing ?” 
asked Mr. Weekly, the proprietor, when he recov- 
ered sufficiently from the shock to speak. 

“I was firing that dhirty blackguard Johnson,” 
replied Thomas.. 

“ Firing him? Hold me, somebody ! ! Who put 
such an infernal idea into your head?” 

“ Here she is,” replied Thomas, with an injured 
air, holding the slate before the proprietor's eyes, 

“ By—the—great—horn—spoon,” gasped Mr, 
Weekly, and swooned away. i 

This was what he read: 

** No, 40; fire at 10:80,"—Lasayette Comet, 


E < Gems of Ghonght. 


Ir dod» wrote a Jetter or book to his children to 
giv.them.the information they needed, he should 
not mislead them by talking about the foundations, ` 
the pillars, the ends and corners of the earth, when 
it has nothing of the kind.—D. M. Bennett, 


Narions, like individuals, hav their periods of 
youth, of manhood, and of decay. Religions are 
the same., The same inexorable destiny awaits 
them all; ` The gods created with the nations must. 
perish with their creators. They were created by 
men, and, like men, they must pass away. The 
deities of one age are the byewords of the next. 
The religion of our day and country is no more ex-. ` 
i einpt from the sneers of the future than others hav 
béen, When India was supreme, Brahina sat upon 
the world's throne. When the scepter passed to 
Egypt, Isis and Osiris received the homage of man- 

id. Greece, with her fierce valor, swept to em- 
pire, &nd'Zeus put on the purple of authority. The 
earth’ trembled with the tread of Rome's intrepid 
sons, aiid Jove grasped with mailed hand the thun- 
derbolts of heaven. Rome fell, and Christians, 
from her territory, with the red sword of war, 
carved out the ruling nations of the world,.and 
now Jehovah sits upon the old throne. Who wil ' 
be his successor t—-R, G, Ingersoll, 


. OMRISTIANS make a great deal of fuss about faith 
in a future life, and if one does not hav this faith, 
he is considered a bad person I do not know 
whether man livs after he dies out of this body. I 
do know that he livs here. I am not sure that I 
can do anything to make man happier beyond the 
‘gtave; I know that I can help him now. Whether 
` there be or be not another life. after this does not 
affect our duties to mankind. When Thoreau was 
dying he was asked if he had faith in another 
"world. - “One world at a time,” he said. That 
should be the motto of every man. Make this life 
better: instead of living for another. We hav 


| heard enough about our earthly existence being a 


season of probation, an opportunity to prove our 
character and qualify ourselvs for another state. 
I believe. this life is to be lived for itself, and to be 
made good without reference to the future, We 
cannot do business in another world while living 
inthis. Isay help men all we can here, and, if we 
meet in another world, do the same there,—L. K. 
Washburn, 


. THE DELIGHTS OF LITERATURE: 

OTHER recreations do not belong to all seasons 
nor to all ages nor to all places, These pursuits 
nourish our youth and delight our old age; they 
adorn our. prosperity and giv a refuge and solace 

; to our troubles. They charm us at home. They 
' are not in our way when abroad. They go to bed 
| with us. They travel about with us. They accom- 
j pany us when we escape into the country.—Cicero, 


| WHEN land is gone and money spent, 
Then learning is most excellent.—Shenstone. 


WHILE we grant one origin to all religions, we 


J 51 havth 
wx ‘Maria, dic " you a siten J toni ding istice | cannot insist that all shall hav the same issue. The 


primal source of Philip II.'s bigotry and of Chan- 
ning's libgyalism was the same—the religious ele- 
ment imffüan. The difference of result makes one 
a poison; not yet worked out of Europe, the other 
a medicin not yet worked into America.—Julia W. 
Howe, 


.MIRAOLES now hang as & mill-stone about the 
neck of many a pious man, who can believe in re- 
ligion, but not in the transformation of water to 
wine or the resurrection of a body.—Parker. 


Grv me the storm and tempest of thought and ac- 
tion rather than the dead calm of ignorance and 
faith; banish me from Eden when you will, but 
first let me eat of the fruit of the tree of knowl- 
edge.—Inger soll, 


So long as an opinion remains strongly rooted in 
the feelings, it gains rather than loses in stability 
by having a preponderating weight of argument 
against it. For, if it were accer; sed as a result of 
argument, the refutation of: the argument might 
shake the solidity of the conviction; but when it 
rests solely on feeling, the worse it fares in argu- 
mentativ contest, the more persuaded its adher- 
ents are that their feelings must hav some deeper 
ground which the arguments do not reach, and 
while the feeling remains it is always throwing up 
fresh entrenchments of arguments to repair any 
breach made in the old.—J. S. Mil. 


On all hands of us there is the announcement 
audible enough, that the old empire of routine has 
ended ; that to say a thing has long been is no 
reason for its continuing to be.—Cariyle. 


TnuTH is the only Messiah. ` Reason has re~ 
claimed the human family from barbarism, and 
will complete the work of redemption. If I speak 
of reason as the highest authority, I do not mean 
my reason or your reason; I mean reason itself, 
universal and eternal, in which and through 

which the human family is a unit, and God is re- 
vealed toman. Reason is the connecting link be- 
tween God and man.—Rabbi Isaac M. Wise. 


MAN is dear to man ; the poorest poor 

Long for some moments iif a weary life 

When they can know and feel that they hav been, 

Themselvs the fathers and the dealers-out 

Of some small blessings; hav been kind to such 

As needed kindness ; for this single cause 

That we hav all of us our human heart, 
-——WordswortA. 


BSoroN, the celebrated legislator of Athens, en- 
acted a law for the punishment of every citizen 
who should continue neutral when politics ran 
high in that republic.— Robert Hall. 


Tuose who compare the age on which their lot 
has fallen with a golden age, which exists only in 
their imagination, may talk of degeneracy and 
decay; but no one who is correctly informed as 
to the past will be disposed to take a morose or 
desponding view of the present.—Macaulay. 


Tavs, at the shut of eve, the weary bird 

Leaves the wide air, and in some lonely brake 

Cowers down and dozes till the dawn of day, 

Then claps his well-fledged wing and bearsaway, 
—hHiair'8 * Grave.” 
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Sots and Clippings. 


A PRESBYTERIAN paper says that the num- 
ber of Americans ruined by Chinese opium is 
` greater than that of Chinamen ‘‘ converted.” 


AoooRDING to the Jewish Messenger, there is 
*! not a single synagog in this city founded by 
an American-born Israelite; not a single 
pulpit occupied by an American-born min- 
ister.” 


THE noisy and empty-headed preacher, 
named ‘‘Jo.” Cook, has proclaimed war upon 
the Knights of Labor, who interfere, says 
John Swinton, with his mutton by their op- 
position to quackery. 


Tne representativs of the woman suffrag- 
ists hav followed their remarkable letter to 
the pope with another to Mr. Gladstone, 
thanking that gentleman for his '' glorious 
stand for justice, freedom, and peace in Ire- 
land." The effusion was signed by Clemence 
8. Lozier, M.D., Hamilton Willcox, and Ida 
Louise Dildine. 


Tur Rev. Dr. Rust, of the Freedman's Aid 
Society, recently addressed the Newark, 
QN. J.) M. E. Conference on the work of his 
society. In giving some instances of the 
anxiety of young colored men to preach, he 
said that one young man, who was considered 
unsuited for preaching the gospel, said that 
he knew that he had been called to preach, 
because in a dream he had seen the letters 
“G. P. C.,'" and that meant ‘Go preach 
_ Christ." An old colored brother arose in the 
conference and said: “ Young man, you no 
doubt saw the letters ‘G. P.,C.,’ but you did 


not interpret them right. They meant for 
you to ‘Go pick cotton,’ or ‘Go plough corn.' " 
This equals a well-known sculptor’s inter- 
pretation of the Catholic monogram '' T. H. S." 
which he holds stands for ''Ignorance, 
Hypocrisy, and Superstition." 


A nEYOUT but weary worshiper in St. Jo- 
seph’s church, on Sixth avenue, fell from the 
gallery during a nap, smashed an image of 
St. Joseph, created a panic, and nearly 
laid an officiating priest up with nervous 
prostration. The moral, says the Mer- 
cury, against falling asleep in church is a 
little weakened by the fact that the man 
who took the tumble was not injured, whereas 
he ought naturally to hav broken his neck. 
Yet those who are inclined to grumble in his 
case should remember that if all who.go to 
sleep in church were to break their necks the 


mortality among Christian people would. 


amount to a first-class epidemic. 


Tur remains of Nelson M. Barlow, who 
died here recently, were buried in his nativ 
city, New Haven, on Tuesday. At his re- 
quest, no religious services whatever were 
held, but his old friend, R. G. Bronson, read 
a paper in which were these words: “His 
mind was too broad to be occupied entirely 
with mundane subjects. It went out through 
space to the contemplation of eternal ques- 
tions. He was not blind to the errors taught 
in the name of religion. He could sympa- 
thize with the troubles of others, and he was 
always ready to assist a man in distress. As 
to his companionship, it is said truly that a 
man may be known by the company he keeps. 
His mind’s companions may be known from 
the following verses found in his pocket at 
the time of his death." Here the speaker 


read two poems, the burden of which was 
that self-approval was the only encomium a 
man should seek, and that good deeds were 
better than prayer.—Sun, 


i.c A Mersopisr clergyman of St. Paul, Minn., 
recently expressed himself as follows: ‘‘ I am 


so much better satisfied with this country 
than my old position in the East. There the 
members of my conference were so close and 
narrow-minded that it did not seem as 
though I drew a full spiritual breath during 
all the time I was there. Here the people are 
so much broader and so much more liberal- 
minded, Why, if I were to go into my old 
conference and enunciate the views I hold 
here I would be tried as a heretic. I tell you 
when our conference meets next year I be- 
lieve it will be the most heretical conference 
in the United States. The ministers here are 
broad, liberal, and strong-minded, and do not 
hesitate to enunciate their views when called 
on.” 


Hosvrmry still characterizes the relations of 
the church and the government in France. 
One of the results of the last budget debate 
was the suppression of a large number of in- 
cumbents’ stipends. Mgr. Freppel, bishop of 
Angers, who has a seat in the Chamber of 
Deputies, or lower house of the Parliament, 
feels especially indignant. Eighty-two in- 
cumbents of his diocese had been suppressed. 
At a recent meeting of the Chambers the 
bishop called upon the government to sup- 
ply stipends for incumbents when recom- 
mended to do so by the local municipal coun- 
cils. This was opposed by the Minister of 
Worship. The bishop became indignant, re- 
proached the government with being uncon- 
ciliatory, charged ministers with a purpose to 


destroy the Catholic church’ in France, and 
assured them that, if that was their purpose, 
“as well might a mouse attempt to swallow 
Mont Blanc.” The comparison did not im- 
prove the situation, for the Chamber immedi- 
ately, at the request of the government, voted 
by 369 to 175 the order of the day, pure and 
simple. 


A PREECHER Wich had been a wicked gam- 
bler fore he was a preecher, he seen a feller 
wich was a gambler, too, and he said, the 
preecher did: **Ile jest play cards with this 
pore mizable sinner and win ol his munny, 
and when he is busted maybe he will listen 
to the divine truth and be saved.” So they 
played, and the preacher winned ol the feller's 
munny, every cent, and then he sed: “Now, 
see how wicked you hav been to lose yure 
munny, and yure whife and baby havn't got 
no bred for to eat.” And the gambler he sed: 
* That’s so,” and he bust out cryin’. Then 
the preecher he sed: “Pore sinner, if you 
prommice me onto your onner to not play 
cards again Ile giv it all back, cos I’m a 
preecher.” So the gambler he was a stonish, 
and he sed: ‘‘I never see such a gcod man; 
I prommice, yes, indeed, and haven bless 
you!" and he burst out cryin’ agin, the gam- 
bler did. Then the preecher he giv him back 
ol his munny, and the feller he put it in his 
pocket, and wiped his eyes and blode his nose 
gratefie, and then he thot a wile, and pretty 
soon he coffed, and he sed to’ the preecher: 
“J feel mity mean taking back this hundred 
dollars from a man wich has rescewed me 
from card-playing; tell you what Ile do; you 
put a other hundred agin it, and weel toss up 
for the pile, heds tails, best two out.of three.” 
—San Francisco Argonaut. 


242. 


Communications. 


Boston Metaphysics. i 


HOW TO THINE, HOW TO FORGET, HOW TO CURE A FEVER, 


HOW TO BE BURIED ALIVE AND DUG UP ALIVE, HOW 
WE SLIP OUT OF OUR BODIES BY NIGHT, HOW WE SLIP 


IN AGAIN BY DAY. 


There are half a dozen schools of metaphysics in 
They say they are 


Boston. Most of them are private. 
learning unutterable things. 


The Boston metaphysicians say that our thoughts 
are things as real as air, or gas, or electricity, or any 
unseen element. Where the bottom dropped out of the 
.old system of metaphysics was in the unconscious 
assumption that our thoughts were myths or as near 
The new system says that a 


nothing as possible. 
thought and a stone, or a flower, hav in them the 


same elements, only those of the thought are infinitly 
refined. A man or woman is only a bundle of 
thoughts, and this bundle of thoughts uses the body 
It seems that for ages we've been 
under the wrong impression that what we saw of 


as its instrument. 


ourselvs or each other was all there wasof us. Not so. 


The Boston metaphysician says we havn’t yet 
found out the art of thinking; that we don't think 


at all when we try to; that when we try to think we 
can't get an original idea at all, but only the same 
old ones going round and round in a circle; that our 
new thoughts always come when we don't try to 
think; that if we want bright, fresh thoughts we 
must set our minds in a certain attitude or condition 
to receive them, not exactly as we set a trap to catch 
a mouse, but something analogous ; that when we try 
to think we are putting out a force to drive new idea 
from us; that when our minds are held passiv or 
when we don't try to think, the mind becomes the 
open trap for new idea, or in other. words it's the 
magnet which attracts the thought, i.e., the real thing 
or element in the air. This is the reason why you 
can never remember à name you've temporarily for- 
gotten when you try to, and why it always comes 
when you stop trying. So long as you tried you 
made of your mind a magnet which repelled or drove 
the memory of the name away; when you stopped 
irying the mind reversed itself into & magnet which 
attracted the remembrance of the name. 

Boston metaphysies wipes out all disease and all 
necessity for pills, powders, and physicians. It says 
all disease commences in the mind or spirit, and must 
end or be cured in the mind or spirit, or it won't 
really be cured at all; that, though pille, powders, 
and plasters can cure, they only do so temporarily ; 
that when any complaint is cured in the mind it is 
cured for good and all, and can never come again; 
that there are people even now living up to this 
principle who never take cold, no matter how wet 
their feet may get, or how many draughts they sit in ; 
that if any interested person will study their colds, 
they will find they do not always catch cold from 
sitting in a draught, and do catch cold when they 
can giv no reason for it; that the real reason is, and 
they will acknowledge this when they see it, that the 
cold came when the body was from some cause weak 
and exhausted, and going back of this they'll remem- 
ber that their minds were disturbed from some cause, 
and that this disturbance of the mind disturbed and 
weakened the body, and that, in short, this attempt 
to cure the body of any imaginable complaint, from 
a cold up to a cancer, without curing the mind first, 
is the putting of the cart before the horse. Doctor 
your mind, they say, and your mind will doctor your 
body. You can fret yourself into a fever. This 
proves the law. You've erected a frame of mind 
which weakened the body and brought on the fever. 
fretting does weaken the body. A fever is nothing 
but the lack of strength in the body to throw off its 
dead matter through the closed skin pores. Lack of 
that strength closes the pores. 
internal force (the real self or spirit) to force this 
matter out sets the blood in rapid motion, causes 
some friction, and this friction causes the fever heat. 
. When the real self is exhausted the blood ceases so 
rapidly to circulate. Hence the chill It gathers 
new strength from. without and starts in again. 
Hence more fever. Such is the metaphysical view 
of a fever. Change the staté of mind that caused the 

. fever, and you'll cure it in as many hours as it now 
takes days; and more, soon be beyond the power of 
fevers to affect you. The metaphysical view of our 
bodies is that they are about the smallest part of the 
real us. The real “I,” or “you,” he or she, as the 
case may be, is the unseen organization, the spirit. 
This is not wholly inside the body, and never was or 
is. It acts on and uses the body as its instrument. 
The more you put of your thought on any one thing, 
the more do you put of your real self on thatthing. If 

. you are lifting a heavy weight you put your thought, 

and with your thought your real self, in the arm that 
lifts. If you stand on one leg for any length of time 
your force, or strength, or spirit (all really the same), 
will be in that leg. "There is, they say, no such thing 
as a mechanical or physical act apart from mental act. 
Every step you take in walking has to be planned in 


The efforts of the |. 
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mind before it is taken. When mind or spirit is 
knocked out of the body there is no walk in that 
-body. Every walking-match champion is, they say, 
unconsciously a metaphysician. That is, he works 
his racket through a mental and not a physical law. 
He does it by unconsciously calling more spirit or 
unseen Vitalizing element to his body. That. is, his 
spirit, while walking his body, has the power to 
draw to itself from the elements about it more power. 
So do we all. The body, they say, is not sustained 
or nourished altogether by the food we put in it. It 
is nourished in part by our unseen self—the spirit 
which draws strength from without. Your spirit, they 
say, leaves your body every night and wanders about. 
Sleep they call a self-induced mesmeric trance. In 
this state you slip out of your body, though tied 
still to it—go as far as you may—by a fine electric 
chord. It’s not the body that is rested at all by put- 
ting it to bed. It’s your spirit that is rested by 
getting its forces together. Every one of your 
thoughts represents a part of. your spirit, your real 
self. When you send these thoughts in ten thousand 
different directions during the day you are actually 
sending your unseen self in so many directions. In 
this way you “scatter yourself" During sleep your 
spirit slowly pulls itself (its thoughts) together 
again, When it is so together it is strong. Then it 
awakes and again takes possession of the body. If 
you could so pull yourself together in half an hour, 
you would be as much rested as though you had 
slept four. 

Some persons hay this faculty. One was the first 
Napoleon, the other is Ben Butler. It amounts 
simply to this: focusing all your thoughts to a center, 
say a spot on the wall, thereby making the mind a 
blank for a few minutes.. In so doing you collect 
your scattered forces, i.e., thoughts. It rests the 
mind. To rest the mind is to rest the body. Peo- 
ple are working while they think. Every thought, 
be it what it may, costs an outlay of force. - People 
now need to know how to stop thinking as well as to 
think. There is an art almost unknown—the art of 
temporarily forgetting anything you want to forget. 
There is no sense or profit in remembering a trouble. 
This focusing the mind or spirit to a center is just 
what the mesmeric operator does to his subject. He 
puts a coin in his hand and tells him to look at it. 
When in so doing the subjects thoughts are gathered 
to this one center, the operator has the power to draw 
his real self from the body it uses. He (the operator) 
then takes possession of that body by the power of 
his will. It is not the subject at all that sings, 
dances, tastes, and is pleased or scared as the mes- 
merizer wills. It’s the mesmerizer’s thought thrown 
into the vacated tenement, the body of the subject. 
So when in India the “adept” is buried alive, kept 
buried for months, and then dug up and resuscitated, 
it’s not the adept that is buried at all; it’s only his 
body. The adept has himself the power of drawing 
his spirit from his body as the mesmerizer wills out 
his subject's spirit. During the burial the adept's 
real self may be in spirit hundreds of miles away. 
The electric chord between his spirit and body keeps 
enough life in the body to prevent it from decay. 
The Boston.metaphysicians make short work of the 
old mystery about one's spirit. They say it's as 
material as are our bodies—composed of real elements 
and subject to chemical laws, only there's lots of laws 
in nature we know nothing about. We are, as to our 
real selvs and the powers in our real selvs, on the 
verge of anew world. Boston metaphysics says we 
hav five, if not more, very superior senses of which 
we know nothing. Our unknown eye, for instance, 
can see miles where the one we now use sees inches. 
The trouble is, it’s not opened. As to that part of 
our being we are as blind and deaf puppies. 

Prentice Mvtrorp. 
m 


Contraction. 


In the article, * A Lesson of the Past,” which, like 
everything of Mr. Holt’s, is vigorously penned, I 
am surprised at the conclusion; where contraction of 
currency is not only regarded as inadequate to ex- 
plain thé tightness of the money market, but abso- 
lutely denied. . ] : 

Without inclining to one-sided views which exag- 
gerate the force of any one factor in the economic 
troubles of our age and country, I cannot see why 
contraction should be left out of the question. 

Given an equal amount of currency with that of 
more prosperous times, yet either an increase of 
population or increased demand for exchanges would 
hav the force of a contraction. Besides which, it is 
evident that contraction exists to the extent of the 
money coined and locked away, instead of liquidating 
the national debt with it. 

How is it possible to know the amount actually in 
circulation, since private capitalists may hav the same 
motivs as Mr. Manning for withholding it from cir- 
culation? Ido not refer to his personal speculations, 
of which I know nothing, but to his theoretic bias in 
favor of the exclusiv gold basis, consequently of; 
creditors against debtors, and especially of bond- 
holders privileged by payments in gold. 

Let us consider certain causes of increased demand 


‘for currency which are practically equivalent to con- p 


traction. 

Of all classes, the farmer least needs money, be- 
cause his consumption forms a local circuit with his. 
production. Pioneer farmers may for years do with- 
out money altogether. Need of it comes: with taxa- 
tion, and then with the culture of tastes fostered by 
the merchants for store goods. Near Guntersville, 
Alabama, though there is no extreme poverty, few 
farmers handle as much as fifty dollars in the course 
of a year. Well, now, since the war, taxes hav been 
increased, the internal revenue has ruined many 
farmers. Thirsty ones especially hav stood a bad 
chance. And as merchants and lawyers liv easier and 
make more money than any other classes, their num- 
bers hav increased proportionally at the expense of 
the farmers. Mortgages and usury, though not re- 
ducing the quantity of farm prodnce, hav very 
greatly lessened the proportion of self-sustaining 
farmers. Now a floating population needs more cur- 
rency than a fixed population. 

The operativ also, though less paid, uses more 
money than the artisan did, because he cannot ex- 
change services or produce with other producers 
directly. Neither of these classes, the agricultural 
nor the manufacturing laborers, enjoy practically the 
faculty of the commercial, i.e. of dispensing with . 
money by bills of exchange. 

Labor exchange banks, in conferring this faculty, 
would in a measure obviate the present distress. 
They would enable those who are still independent 
to remain so by keeping out of debt, though they 
might not touch the case of operativs enslaved to the 
capitalist and his truck store. 

To expand and contract naturally with the needs 
of exchange, a currency must represent impartially all 
exchangeable values. This cannot be while any one ` 
value, variable and arbitrary, is assumed as the 
standard, to the exclusion of others. The interven- 
tion of government now defeats spontaneous adjust- 
ment. Finance becomes an art of trickery, sustaining . 
toward values a similar relation with law toward 
justice. EDGEWORTH. 


Our Great Nonne and Non-deserving U. §. 
aupers. 

As readers of Taz Trurn SEEKER, of course, all 
know, à pauper is any person who, without rendering 
to the public any equivalent service for such support, 
is “supported by some public provision.” 

As a rule, paupers are understood to be poor per- 
sons who, from some physical or mental disability, 
are incapable of earning their own livelihood. That 
condition of extreme poverty and helplessness, how- 
ever unavoidable and undeserved it may be, which 
renders a publie support necessary to its victim, has 
always been regarded, though unjustly so, as in some 
way & reproach to that victim. "The word pauper, 
therefore, involving as it does the idea of this condi- 
tion, has come to be regarded as a term of reproach. 
A poor man would almost as lief be called a rascal as 
to be called a pauper. 

Paupers, however, are not necessarily thus poor and 
thus incapable of earning their own livelihood. On 
the contrary, many of our most noted and most bur- 
densome paupers are persons of great wealth and ex- 
cellent health, and it is of this class of paupers that I 
now wish to write. I wish specially to notice those 
of this class who are supported by alms drawn from 
the treasury of the United States, and whom for this 
reason, I call the U. S. paupers. Of this class of 
paupers, the notorious New York banker, the late 
U. S. Grant, and Mis. Grant, are now the most prom- 
inent examples. For this reason, and this alone, I 
will notice them in a special manner. The other 
paupers of this class, however, are not to feel that I- 
hav neglected them. They are to take to themselvs: 
respectivly all of this article that is applicable to their 
respectiv cases. ; ; 

It is true that, from fear of offending the pride of 
these aristocratic and consequently highly respectable 
recipients of unearned public support, they are never, | 
as a rule, called paupers. So also, as a rule, the 
princely but mistaken charities bestowed upon them 
are never called alms; and their palatial residences, 
in which they fare sumptuously every day upon the 
proceeds of these mistaken charities, are never called 
almshouses. And yet the name really makes no dif- 
ference. Since the recipient of an unearned public 
support is certainly a pauper, and since they are the 
recipients of such support, they are certainly pau- 
pers, no matter what they may be called, and no mat- 
ter how little they may need this support. So also, 
since unearned money given by the public for the sup- 
port of any person is certainly alms, and since the 
money received from the public by these parties is . 
not earned by them, it is certainly alms, no matter 
what it may be called, no matter how great may be 
its amount, and no matter how little it maybe needed 
by its recipients. So, finally, since the house in which 
persons supported gratuitously by the public reside 
is certainly an almshouse; and, since these parties are 
thus supported, their residences are certainly alms- 
houses, no matter how palatial they may be, and no 
matter how little the inmates may need the public 
support received by them. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, APRIL 17, 1886. 


243 


Tamaa aa a Acree a n SS SSS SS SS SSS SSS SSS SS Ss hhh sha 


. Tf these persons who thus, without returning any 
equivalent, receive from the publica yearly sum suffi- 
cient for their support, be not paupers, will some one 
of their number please, in reply.to this article, ex- 
plain what paupers really are, and in what respect 
himself and the other members of his class of public 
beneficiaries differ from real paupers? Will he also 
please giv, from some standard lexicon, some word 
which is more applicable to himself and to each of the 
members of his class than is the word pauper? Can 
he do either of these things ? 

These public burdens may claim to be pensioners. 
But: what is a pensioner? ‘ One,” says Webster “ to 
whom an annual sum of money is paid (not given) 
by government in consideration of past services.” 
The italics and parenthesis are mine. But, in con- 
sideration of what “ past services" are these parties 
being “paid?” That which is paid must first be 
owed. And for what services do we, the people of 
the United States, owe these extravagant consumers 
of our hard-earned money? Mrs. Grant, for instance, 
is receiving from the treasury of the United States 
an annual ‘allowance equal to twenty-five times the 
pension of a first lieutenant for full disability, and to 
over fifty times the pension of a totally disabled pri- 
vate. And can she, or some friend for her, name the 
extremely valuable ‘past services" for which she is 
being “paid” this munificent sum of the people's 
money? Do we not all know that she never per- 
formed any services at all for the publie? “But,” it 
may be said, *she draws this pension because she is 
the widow of a deceased soldier.” This may be a 
good reason. Let us examin it. 

The widow .of any soldier who falls in battle or 
who dies of disease contracted, or of injuries received, 
while in the line of his duty, is legally and justly en- 
titled to a pension. Having deprived her of her 
supporter, the government is in law and in justice 
bound to make her some amends for the great injury 
it has inflicted upon her. And this it does by giving 
her some pecuniary aid, generally very little, in the 
form of a pension. Had Mrs. Grant been thus de- 
prived of her supporter, in the person of her husband, 

‘she would hav been entitled to the pension fixed 
by law for the widows of officers of his rank. In 
this case she would hav applied, as does the deserv- 
ing widow of any other soldier, not to Congress for 
a special act, but directly to the pension department. 
No one, however, pretends that, through any injury 
to her husband, the government ever deprived her of 
any portion of her support, or that it owes her any- 
thing on his account. On the contrary, we all know 
that through him the government increased her 
means of support a hundredfold. No one pretends 
that her husband, for any injuries received by him in 
the line of his duty, was himself entitled to à pension. 
No one, then, can claim that she is entitled to a pen- 
sion on his account. That he was a soldier no one 
pretends to deny. That he faithfully performed his 
. duties as such few will venture to dispute. But that 
he was more faithful or more deserving than any 
other good soldier has never been made to appear. 
And that he was as fully paid for his services as was 
any other soldier for his no one will venture to deny. 
No one, then, can possibly claim that the govern- 
ment owes his widow anything on account of his 
military services. 

Since, therefore, Mrs. Grant is certainly not en- 
titled to any of the people's money on account of her 
husband's military services, and, since he never per- 
formed any other services, except as president, it 
must be for these latter services that she claims 
“pay,” if, indeed, she claims her so-called pension as 
“pay” at all) She surely would not claim pay from 
the people of the United States for his services as 
& financier But was he not fully paid for his ser- 
vices as president at the close of every month? Did 
he not sign a bill doubling his own pay for the four 
years of his second term of office? Did he not also 
sign a bill giving himself fifty thousand dollars out- 
right, facetiously calling his act of robbery—for such 
it certainly was—the taking of “ back pay ;” as if there 
could be any “back pay” on services for which he 
had received full pay already? Did he ever even 
pretend that he had ever performed any services for 
this immense sum of the people's money? And what 
was the nature of his services? Was not the signing 
of the above bills & fair sample of a great portion of 
those services? Did he not veto a bill that was in- 
tended to benefit the soldiers? Did he not sign that 
most damnable of all damnable bills—the bill to 
change the payment of the five-twenty bonds from 
greenbacks into gold? Did he not by that unspenk- 
ably eruel and wicked act increase the people's almost 
intolerable burden.of debt by about the prodigious 
sum of eight hundred millions of dollars? Did he 
not thus add that amount to the enormous profits of 
the Shylock bankers and gold merchants? Did he 
not thus financially crush more men than were ever 
before crushed by any single act?. Did he not thus 
drive multitudes of men to crime, to insanity, and to 
suicide, and multitudes of women to despair and to 
prostitution? In short, for political corruption, did 
not his administration constitute the “ dark ages” of 
our country ? i 

And is it in consideration of these services that we 


doctored, prayed for, buried, monumented, etc., at 


are forced to pay hundreds of thousands of dollars 
to “boom” him, as a pauper emperor, into his last 
resting-place? And is it for these services that we, 
the poor toilers who produce all the wealth of the 
nation, are to be still further bled to giv immense 
sums yearly to the wealthy Mrs. Grant? Do we owe 
her any such sums? If not, can they constitute a 
pension? If not, what can they be but misappro- 
priated alms? And if, under the circumstances, she 
receives them, is not the fact that she does.so a good 
proof that she does not. deserve them? Can she 
receive them thus unearned, ind not be & pauper? 
A pauper in her sense of right as well as in the ordi- 
nary sense of that term? Can she giv any reason 
why she should receive this money? Is it not 
entirely on account of her husband's great notoriety 
that this immense donation of the people's money 
has been made to her by those well-paid instruments 
of the bankers, the bondholders, the great monopo- 
lists of our country—those well-paid but faithless 
‘servants ” of the people, the Congress of the United 
States? And if notoriety alone entitles a man to be 


which was for food that it did not receive. It needs 
no blanket. ‘No blanket could ever again make it 
warm. Then why does its mother work so late. into 
the night? She knows that her little darling, now 
so cold and so still, in all its life never enjoyed a 
single luxury. Now she is determined to afford it 
one luxury—the luxury of a nice little coffin in which 
to be buried. But luxuries are taxed. She is now 
working out the tax; and—rejoice again, my dear 
sister !—a part of that tax goes to yourself and your 
class. There are tens of thousands of such toilers, all 
of whom are thus adding to the contents of the well- 
filled coffers of the great protected capitalists of this, 
*the best government under the sun," and of your- 
self and other non-needy and non-deserving United 
States paupers. You can find some of them near 
your own door. 

But, see there! See that pretty young girl! Why 
is she out so late at night? She is scarcely fifteen 
years of age. Yes, hold your dress away! She 
might brush it with her polluted garments—not 
polluted yet—she is still a virgin; but they will be 
polluted before. morning... Begin, then, in time to 
crush her with scorn! She will soon be what, under 
Similar circumstances, one of our own dear sweet 
daughters "might hav been," a prostitute. She has 
been long struggling to buy bread for herself and 
medicin for her sick mother, her only true friend. She 
has from no fault of her own been thrown out of em- 
ployment. Her own hunger and her mothers suf- 
ferings hav made her desperate. See that “ gentle- 
man" with the splendid dress, the cane, and the 
cigar! He- has caught her eye and he is following 
her. To him for a few dimes she will sell all that 
she has, her “joy of earth and hope of heaven ;" her 
virtue. Shewill pay the tax on what she needs, and— 
rejoice once more, dear sister—a part of that tax thus 
earned will, without being earned at all by you, go 
to swell the contents of your well-filled coffers. She 
is only one of hundreds of thousands who thus earn 
their share of your so-called pension. Most of them, 
driven by want which the president of & dozen years 
ago helped to produce, twelve girls each hour on an 
average, day and night, are thus added to the vast 
army of fallen women who tread to the music of the 
dead march to the lowest depths of ruin and despair. 
And these axe all my poor sisters ! 


great expense by the taxpayers of the country—if it 
also entitles his widow, no matter how wealthy she 
may be, to vast sums of the peoples money—then 
Mrs. Jesse James should come in for her * pension " 
and for her late husband's funeral expenses. Frank 
James, John L. Sullivan, and many other persons of 
great notoriety, should also be buried, and soon, too, 
at the people's expense, and their widows should be 
placed on the “ pension roll" with Mrs. Grant and 
others of her class. 

Asto that maudlin, man-worshiping sentimentality 
now 80 prevalent among the American people, which 
holds the characters of noted persons—especially if 
those persons happen to be dead or condemned to 
die—as too sacred for adverse criticism, I regard it 
with the utmost of contempt. These are the very 
parties, above all others, whose defects of character 
we should hold up to the public view in adverse 
criticism. Are they not public property? And is 
the man who has suffered death any more entitled to 
our sympathy than is the man who has yet to suffer 
death? Is the man whose aching tooth has been 
pulled any more entitled to our pity than is the man 
whose aching tooth is yet to be pulled? Let every 


public man, whether living or dead, appearin his true | Now let us go—what! are you “sick? No 
character. Of their private lives only we should wonder! Then, sister, we will gono farther. These 
seem to know nothing. are nothing to what we would still hav to see. But, 


O sister, be brave! Rise to the highest plane of 
womanhood! Return to the source whence it came 
all the unearned public money you hav received. 
Severely reprimand the unfaithful servants of the. 
people who hav dared to insult you by placing your 
name on the list of our great non-needy and non-de- 
serving United States paupers. Only do this, and 
instead of being cursed as you now are by many of 
the overtaxed, toiling millions, as an unjust and 
grasping woman, a burden to the poor, you will be 
hailed as their savior, and your name will go down 
into history equal in the glory of its brightness to 
any other name of the nineteenth century. 

Reader, the scenes which I hav drawn are not 
fancy pictures. They are real I hav seen them and 
many more like them. Hav you never seen anything 
of the kind? ‘If you hav, then, oh! join with me in 
helping to remove those causes which render such 
scenes inevitable. Joss R. Kzrso. 

Longmont, Col., March 16, 1886. 
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‘Fair Play is a Jewel. 


To «ue Eprror or Tue Taura Sxzxxn, Sir: I am 
requested by Friendship Liberal League, No. 257, of 
which I hav been secretary ever since it has been 
organized, to notice the letter which appeared in Tux 
Teruras Srexer of March 20th, in reference to a mem- 
ber needing assistance, and signing his name Harry 
G. Crisswell. Now, I hav carefully looked over the 
book which contains the members’ names, and I find 
there is no such name in the book. I may say here, 
in behalf of the League, that not one of its members 
would suffer want knowingly. Although our League 
is not a charitable institution, we believe, as far as 
practicable, in assisting the needy, even if persons are 
not members. We hav no millionaires in our League, 
and the membership consists chiefly of hardworking 
mechanics. There is one thing I hav noticed. Occa- 
sionally a perfect stranger comes along, makes appli- 
cation for membership, and the first or second Sunday 
after joining makes application for relief. This is 
hardly fair, but such has been my experience; and, 
considering that the League has been duped in the 
past, it is absolutely necessary that we act more cau- 
tiously with strangers in the future. I could, if it were 
necessary, giv several instances wherein the League 
has been greatly duped, but it is not necessary here. 
Suffice it to say that if there is a needy person who 
is in our meetings, and will come forth and lay the 
case before the business meeting of the League, they 
will be heard, and I venture to state they will be as- 
sisted; if not direct from the treasury, the member- 
ship will help individually. Gero. LONGFORD, 

Secretary Friendship Liberal League No. 257. 

Philadelphia, March 29, n.m. 286. 


Of Mrs. Grant, as à woman, I know nothing and 
Isay nothing. I suppose that she, like most other 
women, is, in the highest sense of the term, a true 
lady. In any case her private character, like that of 
every other person, is too sacred for public discus- 
sion. When, however, She appears in the character 
of & publie charge—a .very expensiv pauper—for 
whose benefit we are. all, by tax and tariff, forced to 
contribute, then she becomes a proper object of pub- 
lic discussion; and if she prove to be receiving more 
alms than she is entitled to receive, we, the furnish- 
ers of the alms, certainly hav a right to object, even 
if in so doing we do wound her pride. 

To her I would say: Sister—for all women, no 
matter what their errors may hav been, are my sisters 
—come and go with me, and let us see how the five 
thousand dollars or more a year received by you is 
collected. See that poor cripple toiling in yonder 
field. Does he contribute to your so-called pension? 
He does. He is a disabled soldier. He receives 
only ninety-six dollars a year, and has to pay a part 
of that for the making out of his vouchers ; less in a 
year than you receive in a week. He faced death in 
over fifty battle-fields. He is honest and sober. He 
is dressed in rags, and yet he is proud. He wants a 
new suit of clothes in which he can attend church, 
and without mortification visit his friends. By great 
self-denial he has saved the price of the coveted suit, 
twenty dollars; buta tariff laid by your husband and 
other wealthy men for the benefit of the wealthy, has 
added ten dollars more to that price. For this ten 
dollars he is now toiling, shortening his life in pain, 
and a part of this ten dollars goes to you, my good 
and wealthy sister. There are thousands upon 
thousands of such toilers, each of whom is compelled 
to contribute of his life’s blood to the maintaining of 
yourself and your class in ease and splendor. I my- 
self am one of these disabled toilers, and in the 
above description I hav nearly pictured myseif, only 
I receive a little larger pension. I was an officer, 
and as such I receive as much in a month as you re- 
ceive in a day. For a soldier I am fortunate. 

It is midnight.: See that pale, sickly woman sew- 
ing in that cold, cheerless garret. Is she taxed for 
your benefit? She is. She wants another blanket 
to cover her little ones who lie shivering on the floor. 
At three cents an hour she is working out the tariff 
on the blanket, and—rejoice, my dear sister—a part 
of that tariff goes to you! 

But, see there! In the other end of the same 
cheerless room is another poor, pale woman also sew- 
ing at three cents an hour. Her only child lies upon 
& little table near her. It is thin and cold. Its 
pinched lips tell why it died so young.: It seems to 
be silently prolonging in death it's last cry in life, 
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The Liberal Club. 


The “Silver Question” was up for discussion |. 


before the 408th regular meeting of the Manhattan 
Liberal Club, and when the writer went in he con- 
tributed ten cents to that subject. Mr. Blissert 
stood at the door giving out cards announcing that 
W. A. Croffut, Esq., would shortly deliver before the 
Constitution Club “A Plea for Capital and Corpora- 
tions.” : 

A large and intelligent audience was present. Be- 
fore introducing the lecturer, Prof. Van Buren Dens- 
low, Mr. Wakeman spoke of the death of George 
MeWatters, which occurred on Wednesday. Mr. 
MeWatters, he said, though never heard upon the 
platform, was always ready with his means to help 
on the cause of Liberalism. Then Mr. Wakeman 
presented Professor Denslow, “ formerly of Chicago, 
but now, fortunately for us, of New York.” - 


Professor Denslow proceeded with his address. 
According to Archibald Allison, he said, the fall of 
the Roman empire was caused by the exhaustion of 
the gold and silver mines of Greece and Spain, which 
restricted the amount of money in circulation, caus- 
ing low prices on goods and high values on the 
precious metals. From this the speaker argued the 
beneficence of a copious circulation of money. It 
need not necessarily be specie money. The specie 
dollar was fulfilling its best use when lying in some 
bank with ten dollars of paper money in circulation 
based on it. Specie was the substance, credit money 
the shadow ; one the cause, the other the effect. A 
paper dollar represents hope; a specie dollar, realiza- 
tion. Rome was disenthralled by the discovery of 
gold in South America, but the thousand years that 
followed the ascendency of Christianity was exactly 
the opposit of the millennium that had been proph- 
esied, being a thousand years known as the Dark 
Ages—the age of superstition. The speaker showed 
how prices of commodities had depreciated during 
the last few years, with times growing harder as a 
result. The cause is the separation in bullion value 
between silver and gold. What is needed as a remedy 

‘is the free coinage of silver. No matter if a silver 
dollar is worth only eighty cents as bullion, the gov- 
ernment stamp makes it worth its face value as coin. 
Besides, if it induces foreigners to bring their silver 
here to be coined into dollars, they-must spend it 
here also, because nowhere else would eighty cents’ 
worth of silver buy a dollar’s worth of goods. Mr. 
Denslow's address was more than an hour long and 
very interesting. It was eloquent as well, being 
closed, as all speeches should be, with a well-rounded 
flourish, in which the speaker said that the eagle of 
prosperity would lead the hosts of industry on to 
success. 

Mr. Langerfeldt led the opposition. In the first 
place he referred to the speaker of the evening having 
exceeded his time without remonstrance from the 
chair. Mr. Langerfeldt had observed that this 
occurred only when the speaker agreed with the 
chair. In such instances, said Mr. Langerfeldt, grow- 
ing more unparliamentary, the chair sits like a painted 
Chinese idol and wobbles its head. Then Mr. Lan- 
gerfeldt said he would pluck a feather or two from 
the eagle with which Professor Denslow had taken a 
flight in his peroration. The professor had cavorted 
about like a cireus horse in the midst of a jingle and 
had not touched the truth except when he talked 
wiser than he knew. Mr. Langerfeldt then intro- 
duced his argument. The same was bulging with 
significance, but the writer did not catch any of it. 

Mr. Sutherland took up the statement that the 
stamp of government makes any substance worth its 
face value, and inquired why such was not the case 
with United States paper money during the war. 
Money, he maintained, was valuable only when based 
on gold. Prosperity would be brought about only 
by the stoppage of the coinage of silver. 

Dr. Eccles arose to a definition of value. 
had nothing to do with it. Value was based on 
human desire. 'The more a thing was desired the 
more it was worth. When the desire ceased or was 
satiated, Dr. Eccles explained, the thing went down. 
He also said that too much money was to be avoided, 
at which the audience laughed in a way that confused 
him. 

Mr. Willy occurred. next. This speaker said to 
Professor Denslow that he (the professor) had never 
addressed a more intelligent audience in his life. 
Yet he had not been understood and his argument 
had not been touched. For the information of Mr. 
Sutherland, Mr. Willy explained that the paper 
money of the United States was below par during the 
war only for the reason that it was not made a full 
legal tender by the government. No money bearing 
the legal tender stamp of this country had ever been 
below par, but it had been at à premium over gold. 

Mr. Bouton, an old member of the club, and a 
Greenbacker from the ground up, as he said, assured 
Professor Denslow that all the criticisms that had 
been passed upon his lecture were as tallow candles 
beside the meridian sun. The very men who decried 
the silver dollar as a fraudulent coin would take it 
for debts at its face value and pay it out to their em- 


Labor 


ployeeés. Mr. Bouton saw no necessity for any other 
than paper money. 

The discussion closed with Mr. Bouton, Professor 
Denslow merely remarking that the critics had 
answered one another. Thus passed another most 
profitable evening. The lecture was dignified and 
scholarly, the discussion was mainly of the same 
character, the audience was intelligent and attentiv, 
and Blissert kept quiet. Next Friday Mr. F. F. 
Cook will lecture on Labor Strikes. At which, by 
paying fivepence at the door,* the badge-pin man will 
fetch his writing things, to make a note of what the 
speaker sings, and print the same as hereuntobefore. 


*Admission to the meetings of the club remains but five 


cents. 
oO — — ——- 


Canadian Notes. 


The Toronto branch of the Canadian Secular Union 
held their regular monthly meeting, the first in their 
present quarters, last Sunday, April 4th, President 
Risser presiding ; the members showing their appre- 
ciation of their improved surroundings by a large at- 
tendance. Matters of considerable importance were 
dealt with, among which may be mentioned the nam- 
ing of the new hall. It will be known hereafter as 
the “Toronto Hall of Science,” the second of its kind 
in Canada; the first, as most of Tae Trura SEEKER 
readers already know, being in Alton, Ontario, 

The meeting also decided to engage Mr. Watts for 
three week-night lectures during his present stay, 
the first to be delivered on Thursday evening of this 
week, and the two weeks following on Saturday 
evening. The clergy will be publicly invited, par- 
ticularly Drs. Wild and Potts, and from past expe- 
rience it is safe betting that they won't attend. Still, 
there is a possibility of their turning up, and adver- 
tising the lectures in this way shows the public that 
Secularists make no “ coward’s castle” of their plat- 
form, when they extend a privilege to the orthodox 
party which they, the clergy, dare not accord to 
Secularists. 

In the evening at 7 o'clock, Mr. Watts delivered 
the second Sunday lecture of the present course ; 
subject, “The Old Testament; Its History and 
Teachings.” This lecture is entirely new, never hav- 
ing been delivered before, and ranks among Mr. 
Watts’s best efforts. It is one well adapted for pio- 
neer work, being destructiv in nature, and simply un- 
answerable in logic, and should be utilized by the 
friends everywhere who employ Mr. Watts, and who 
appreciate the value of the destructiv side of Secular- 
ism. 

The hall was crowded to the doors with a splendid 
audience, the largest that has yet assembled in the 
Hall of Science, who listened to the lecture through- 
out with marked attention, and who manifested their 
approval by generous applause, the general verdict 
at the close being that “it was a grand lecture, and 
one that should be heard again and often.” 

If there is any truth in the old saying that “ there 
is no rest for the wicked,” Mr. Watts must be a very 
wicked man, at least he will hav but little rest for the 
next two weeks. He lectures here as usual next Sun- 
day evening, then Monday and Tuesday in Galt, 
Wednesday and Thursday in Ayr, Friday in Wood- 
stock, and Saturday again in Toronto, when he will 
reply to a sermon delivered by Rev. Dr. Wild last 
Sunday evening, in which the reverend gentleman 
makes a most unreasonable, illogical, and untruthful 
attack upon those whom he is pleased to call Infidels 
and Agnostics. Among other extraordinary state- 
ments he said: “ The record of Infidelity and Agnos- 
ticism had been a black one. There was not an 
instance in history where Infidelity, in the third gen- 
eration, had not produced Anarchy and bloodshed.” 
He cited the French Revolution as a case in point. 

The writer has heard this reverend humbug “ wager 
his reputation as a scholar” that. he was right in a 
certain point which he was trying to establish, but 
he can make a more substantial wager with “ yours 
truly” that he won't dare to meet Mr. Watts in de- 
bate, and attempt to make good the above statement. 

He will be invited by letter and through the press 
to attend the lecture on Saturday evening of next 
week, or to meet Mr. Watts at any other time or 
place, or under any conditions (in reason), and giv 
his credulous congregation and the public generaily 
an opportunity of hearing both sides of the question. 
The writer don't wager his reputation as a scholar 
(perhaps in that case the loss of the wager wouldn’t 
affect. him.any more than it would the doctor), but he 
will wager—say, $25—that this self-alleged scholar can 
not make good his allegations in that sermon in pub- 
lic debate with Mr. Watts; or he will subscribe that 
amount towards paying Mr. Watts’s expenses, and 
allow the proceeds of the debate to be given to any 
charitable institution that the doctor mayname. The 
doctor will receive this offer, and if he fails to re- 
spond, the public, or at least that portion of the 
public who hear Mr. Watts lecture for the next few 
weeks, will be able to form their opinion of a man 
who preaches nothing but bald assertion, and who 
can be neither coaxed nor bought out of his coward’s 
castle. 

Referring to the mayoralty trouble mentioned last 


week, it may be well to state that the matter has 
been quietly settled. The mayor has properly quali- 
fied, and, nobody coming forward to oppose him, he 
is reélected by acclamation, and so the horrors of an- 
other religio-political election campaign hav been 
averted, Deo gratias. 

The Listowel Banner, speaking of Mr. Watts's 
lectures in that town last week says: “ Mr. Charles 
Watts, of London, England, who is at present on a 
visit to this country, delivered a lecture on Secular- 
ism and kindred subjects, in the town hall, on 
Wednesday and Thursday evenings. The first lecture 
was to show what unbelief from a religious point of 
view has done for the world, and the second was to 
prove that the scriptures of the New Testament are 
not divinely inspired. Apart from what may be said 
about the lecturer's views on these subjects, he is a 
remarkably fluent speaker, a keen debater, and treats 
both the arguments and those who hold different 
opinions with courtesy and respect—a very marked 
defect in the majority of those who differ in their 
religious sentiments.” ] 

Such testimony from an outside source will, no 
doubt, be as pleasing to the friends of Mr. Watts as 
it must be gratifying to himself. Toronto. 

April 8, 1886. 

——— —— 9$ ———————— 


Obituary. 


When President Wakeman said, in opening the 
last meetiog of the Liberal Club, that there was a 
vacant chair that night which had been occupied but 
two weeks ago, everybody knew that he had the ven- 
erable George Mc Watters in his mind. Mr. McWat- 
ters was one of the most regular attendants at the 
club, a long-time subscriber to Tue Troru SEEKER, 
and a liberal contributor to all good ends. He died 
of pneumonia at his home in East Eighteenth street, 
after an illness of five days. The following partic- 
ulars as to the life of Mr. McWatters are given by 
the New Yotk Sun : 


Mr. MeWatters was seventy-four years old. For nearly a 
quarter of a century he was a marked figure in the busy 
haunts of the custom house, a loved visitor at the soldiers’ 
homes, and could count his personal friends by the hundreds 
among the policemen, veterans, and newspaper men of the 

ig city. . 

He was born in Scotland in 1812, and came to this coun- 
try about 1847. He settled in Philadelphia at first, and 
served as an officer in the city courts. He became deeply 
interested in the Brook Farm enterprise, and, after living at 
Brook Farm for a time, he went to Long Island with a num- 
ber of followers and established a similar community at 
Brentwood, which was called ** Modern Times. , 

He came to this city in 1856, and joined the police force 
under Captain Caffray. Then he went to Captain, afterward 
Inspector. Thorne’s command, and was one of the squad of 
brave policemen who backed Captain Thorne up in the re- 
pulse of the rioters who were bent on setting fire to the old 
Tribune building. He was wounded in the fight with the 
rioters. He attracted the attention of Superintendent Ken- 
nedy, and was transferred to police headquarters to take 
eharge of the ** Bureau for the Search of Lost Persons." 

He established thé system of sending out photographs and 
descriptions of the missing. In his leisure moments he wrote 
a description of the interesting experiences of a detectiv’s 
life, which was afterwards published by subscription, under 
the title of ‘‘ Knots Gatied.” It attained an extraordinary 
sale throughout the country, and was republished in England 
and Australia. It still finds readers and a sale. x 

When the war broke out he got many recruits for the 
police regiments, and after the war he exerted himself con- 
stantly for the bettering of the condition of the old soldiers 
and their widows and orphans. General Butler and Vice- 
President Wilson were his friends, and through their aid he 
had severat bills put through Congress to secure more fre- 
quent payment of pensions to the war pensioners. 

When he left the police force twenty years ago, General 
Butler and Vice-President Wilson secured him a place ag in- ` 
spector of customs, and he held it to his death. He was the 
only activ male member of the Ladies’ Union Relief Associa- 
tion, and as almoner visited the charges of that association, 
and distributed the relief funds. He was a well-known and 
well-liked member of the New York Press Club. He leaves 
a widow and two sons and three daughters. 


The Press Club trustees passed resolutions of con- 
dolence, and President Cummings appointed these 
men to attend the funeral: ‘Charles H. Bladen, Wil- 
liam N. Penney, Thomas Bonar, James Pooton, John 
A. Greene, Gideon J. Tucker, and George W. Pearce. 
The funeral services were at the house, Robert Coll- 
yer officiating, and the remains were taken to Brent- . 
wood for burial. 


ee non Syracuse, on anday, 26th of March, Mrs. Aurelia 
. Danfor aymond, widow of Capt. Eben R 
perished by shipwreck’ in 1845. eee 


Mrs. Raymond was born in Lenox, Mass., Dec. 7 
1819, and married to Captain Raymond, of Taunton, 
same state, 17th of July, 1843, a person of fine cul- 
ture, and every way of excellent qualities. She was 
sister to Mrs. Lucy N. Colman, whose name has often 
been seen in Tue Truru Serxer and other Liberal 
journals in recent years, as it was in the antislavery 
papers a long time ago, when her earnest and often 
eloquent voice was heard in the antislavery meetings 
and conventions, both in the eastern and western 
states. Mrs. Raymond and.herself were Abolitionists 
in those early “times that tried men’s souls” and 
bodies too, and the bodies and souls of women as 
well, The temperance cause, also, and woman suffrage, 
found in them brave and consistent advocates, and in 


.| due time the labor problem no less. 


Mrs. Raymond, after the death of her husband, 
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studied medicin, graduating at a homeopathic med- 
ical college in New York, where she resided for some 
years, subsequently removing to Syracuse, where 
she and Mrs. Colman lived together during her last 
years. Her disease was consumption, a younger sis- 
ter dying of the same many years since, she also 
under Mrs. Colman’s sisterly attendance and care. 
Mrs. Raymond resisted disease during three linger- 
ing years, much of the time in great suffering; so 
that death, when the hour came, was & most happy 
release, and her sister and all her friends who knew 
her best could but rejoice with her. She was all her 
life one of the most quiet, undemonstrativ persons I 
ever knew, though possessing powers of mind, espe- 
cially reasoning faculties, seldom surpassed, A 
reader, too, she was as well as reasoner, beyond most 
women, discriminating wisely among books, but 
making the.contents of the chosen volumes her own. 
And over all her faculties and forces, conscience and 
love of humanity ruled supreme. 


The Jobstown Secular Society hav experienced a 
very sad bereavement in the death of their highly 
esteemed and efficient librarian, Mrs. Emily Borden. 
Since the lectures at Jobstown by Mr. and Mrs. Rey- 
.nolds, Mrs. Borden, a lifelong Baptist, made rapid 
advancement out of the bonds of superstition, and 
was an activ and zealous worker in the interests of 
the Jobstown Secular Society Library. She died 
March 30th, of pneumonia, after a sickness of only 
eleven days. The Liberals of Jobstown afford evi- 
dence of what good results very.small numbers can 
accomplish by earnest, united effort. It is less than 
two months since the library was first started, and 
.they hav already eighty volumes, which are kept in 
activ use, and help greatly in giving influencé and 
interest to the society and advancing the cause of 


Secularism. C. B. RxxnNorps. 
et 


The Challenge Criticised. 


To tix Eprtor or Tue TaurH Seeker: Sir: The 
letter of R. M. Robinson in Tue TRUTH SEEKER of 
April 10th has the appearance of fairness; but it by 
no means follows that its non-acceptance would hav 
any significance. To begin with the last paragraph, 
first comes the question of cost. I would like to be 
on the committee, and am familiar with photography, 
having made a variety of.imitation spiritual photo- 
graphs myself; but timeis an element of cost, and if the 
“ conditions are unfavorable,” my loss of time is with- 
out avail The next preceding paragraph, allowing 
methods of prevention of fraud to be resorted to, 
may be subject to the two preceding paragraphs, 
which imply that the medium artist is to manipulate 
and develop the plates, while the expert photographer 
is merely to watch. What can he see in the dark 
room ? 

Going back still another paragraph, we find the 
saving clause of the whole offer in the word “sit- 
tings.” If this means that there are to be several 
meetings, at each of which several pictures shall be 

-taken and developed, giving the committee oppor- 
tunity to consider and devise methods of preventing 
fraud, it will giv & much fairer test than I hav ever 
known to be allowed in an investigation of thirty-five 
years. With that understanding I think the investi- 
gation well worth making. Critical watching would 
not be required; there would be no opportunity 
for changing the plates or other skilful manipulation, 
for I do not believe there can be any fraud committed 
of any description which photographers cannot find 
certain means of preventing, and such means as other 
photographers would see to be decisiv. 

173 Gates av., Brooklyn. Henry M. PARKHURST. 


REPLY TO THE CHALLENGE CRITICISM. 

To rae Eprtor or Toe TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: By the 
final clause in my challenge in Tae TRUTH SEEKER of 
the 10th inst., I certainly intended everyone interested 
to understand that no plan human ingenuity could 
devise would be left untried to satisfy any reasonable 
skeptical person as to the fact of the genuinness of 
spirit photography. It reads as follows: 

In short, every method that can be thought of by your 
committee to prevent fraud will be resorted to, and the de- 
tails of the various experiments and the results published in 
Tux TRUTA SEEKER. 

Surely this is comprehensiv enough, and certainly 
its non-acceptance would hav a significance. 

As to the question of cost, I do not propose to pay 
any or every member of the committee for time con- 
sumed in making the tests. : 

Doubtless there are enough earnest inquirers after 
knowledge to offer services in its interest for the pur- 
poses of establishing the truth or falsity of any 
asserted scientific fact. 

If spirit photography is a fact at all, it is so scien- 
tifically, and can be proven, and so I affirm. 

I trust Mr. Parkhurst will act as one of the com- 
qmittee, and accept my assurance that it will take but 
very little of his time to make him desirous of giving 
considerable. . Certainly no test will be good for any- 
thing which leaves a possible chance for deception. 

It is asked: ‘* What conditions do I impose—there 
must be some ?” 


Well, yes, if the following may be called a condi- 


tion: The committee must not try only such 


-methods as they think will prevent a satisfactory 


result, and refuse to try methods suggested in the 
interest of Spiritualism and in conformity to the 
laws which are understood by Spiritualists to govern ; 
but giv both sides a fair chance. 

It is asked: “ Will a member of the committee be 
allowed to watch the inside of the camera while the 
exposure is being made?” Certainly, if the expert 
artists consider it practicable and necessary. 

The following questions are also asked: Will you 
allow me to bring the plates? Will you allow me to 
develop them myself? Can I develop them at home? 
To all of which I reply, Yes. 

Question. Must you, or some one for you, be pres- 
ent when the plates are developed? Answer. No; 
but both ways can be tried. 

Q. Can you bring the spirits with you to be taken 
by my camera at my house? A. Yes, if they are 
willing to go. It will be tried, and no doubt they 
will accommodate you. 

Now, skeptical friends, send in your suggestions, 
and don't leave a stone unturned to settle this mat- 
ter once and forever. R. M. RosiNsox. 

Greenpoint, L. I, N. Y. 


[We think that an extended discussion of the pre- 
liminaries of the test in our columns is unnecessary. 
Mr. Robinson is honest in his desire to convince 
skeptics, and Mr. Parkhurst is an honest skeptic. 
The committee should be appointed and proceed to 
business. If any results are arrived at of interest to 
the public we will print an account of them.—Ep. T. S. ] 


1 —————— 
News and Notes. 


If we had more bold pioneers like Messrs. Quimby 
and Rothwell, of Creighton, Neb., we should soon 
hav our forces in organization. The fact is, however, 
that many Liberals are still afraid of the churches, 
and while in private they frankly express their intel- 
lectual beliefs, when it comes to public action they 
are not ready; and the reason is that they fear the 
social ostracism of the church. The clergymen are 
now so far subdued by the spirit of the times that 
they will allow one to hold his radical opinion in 
peace. All they ask is not the "new birth," but a 
five or ten dollar contribution to their support. But 
the moment organization is proposed, and the funds 
of Liberals are likely to be diverted from the chan- 
nels of the church and pockets of the ministers, then 
the dogs of war are let loose, and just so far as pos- 
sible ecclesiastical persecution is begun. Many Lib- 
erals do not care to meet the storm and so do not 
show their colors, and this is one great difficulty in 
the Freethought organization. Even when Liberals 
are a clear majority in the community this tyranny of 
the priesthood prevails. However, there are some 
bold spirits, and protest is made. Two years ago 
the churches started a furious revival at Creighton. 
Mr. Quimby sent for Jamieson, who came and spoke 
to crowded houses for a few evenings, and so the re- 
vival gave up the ghost. This winter the ministers 
put their heads together for another revival, when 
Mr. Quimby told them he would send for Jamieson 
again. They prudently refrained, having a very 
wholesome dread of the agitation of Freethought 
lecturers. 

At Stanton I found a splendid worker in Philip 
Helmerick, who has always been outspoken and done 
such effectual service that now there are many in 
Stanton who are earnest for the advancement of Lib- 
eral ideas. I arrived on Wednesday, and having a 
leisure evening went to an orthodox revival meeting ; 
for instantly when it was known that the Infidel lect- 
urer was coming, two revival meetings were started, 
one by the Congregationalist church, and one by the 
Methodist. Christians can’t even work together 
against the common enemy. They must hav separate 
revivals, fearing that one might gain an advantage 
over the other. Christians of different sects hav a 
profound distrust of each other, even in the matter 
of saving souls; and the Methodist always keeps his 
weather eye open for the Congregationalist. I went 
to the latter’s meeting, and a curious medley I heard. 
The preacher said, “Come, let us reason together,” 
and the following is a specimen of his “reason:” “To 
do right is not to be moral.” “To do right is not to 
be kind to your neighbor" ‘“ Commit ten thousand 
murders and you can go straight to the gates of 
heaven fling your sins upon Jesus, and forever be 
happy.” Such are Christian ethics, and yet I hear 
some Freethinkers say, “ Intellectually the church is 
all nonsense, but morally it is a very good thing, a 
police influence.” How can it be when it thus upsets 
the very foundations of moral truth ? 

I had large audiences at Stanton in spite of the 
revivals. Mr. Helmerick, Mr. Lamb, and others who 
constitute the most intelligent part of the community 
and its leading business men will make Stanton a very 
strong point for tue growth of Liberalism in the 
future, 

I left Stanton at midnight for Fremont in order fo 
arrive at Seward for Saturday and Sunday. But the 
Union Pacific train was two hours behind time, and 
thus] was unable to make connection, and was obliged 


to remain over Sunday at Lincoln. The railroads of 
Nebraska are not run altogether for the benefit of the 
traveling publie, but rather to cut each other's throats 
and giv custom to the hotels. Belated travelers are 
rather frequent. Thus it took me three days and 


nights to travel one hundred miles, when with proper 
connections I might hav made it in a few hours. I do 
not believe in sectarian railroads any more than in 
sectarian churches. 


Heaven helps those who help themselvs, but there 


is always an exception to the general rule. I did my 
level best, but I could neither walk nor ride, for the 
mud was knee-deep, and I had no special train and 
no special providence, and so I submitted and took a 
Sabbath day’s rest. 
friends at Fremont and Lincoln, and made arrange- 
ments for lectures on my return trip. I got to Sew- 
ard on Monday. The town was full of election 
excitement, and there seemed no chance for a lecture. 
The citizens’ caucus for thenomination of officers was 


However, I met some Liberal 


to be held at the court house in the evening. It was 


proposed I should make a speech after the caucus to 
those who would like to remain. This I consented 
to do. 
and the court house was crowded. Very few de- 
parted, and I spoke to three or four hundred, and 
under the circumstances many orthodox people were 
present who might not otherwise hav listened toa 
radical discourse. 
what the platform of Freethought is. The statements 
were well received by the miscellaneous gathering. I 
shall come back to Seward on my return and make up 
for loss of time. 
ure in so-doing, for there is a dominant Liberal 


The caucus lasted until half-past nine o’clock 


I simply said enough to show 


I anticipate, however, great pleas- 


element here; the churches are in a discouraged con- 
dition, and two of the ministers hav to preach for 
nothing. Mr. H. L. Boyes has been for over sixty 
years a working Freethinker, and he is one of the 
leading citizens of the place, and elected to offices of 
the highest responsibility without opposition, for in 
spite of his outspoken Infidelity even the orthodox 
hav to acknowledge his stainless integrity and vote 
for him. This town is beautifully situated on a lofty 
rolling prairie, and I suppose that accounts for the 
Liberal spirit that prevails and the destitution of the 
churches. The fresh breezes and the broad horizons 
are too much for the latter. I hav met C. M. Clark, 
author of that interesting pamphlet, “Good Sense; 
or, The Religion of Christ is the Religion of Reason.” 
I don’t exactly agree with my friend, although he isa 
stanch Infidel. It is a question of definition. If the 
religion of Christ is the Golden Rule, well and good 
—that is reasonable. I think, however, that as a 
matter of history the religion of Christ is something 
else. For modern days the religion of Christ is very 
poor political economy, and for the last eighteen hun- 
dred years the world has much improved upon what - 
Christ said and did. Of course friend Clark is writ- 
ing of primitiv Christianity, which is a much different 
affair from ecclesiastical Christianity. It was a de- 
mocracy and an enthusiastic brotherhood. Still, 
however, it was mixed with much ignorance; and 
however good in feeling, was quite unscientific, and 
can furnish no model for present action. Christian 
communism will not make a perfect society. What 
is far better is scientific cooperation. That alone 
will solve the problem of human' happiness. We 
can't depend on mere feeling or the Golden Rule 
simply as such. Scientific information is necessary 
as well as good intentions. Mr. Clarke's plea for 
Christianity is a plea for an imaginary Christianity. 
The Christianity we hav to deal with practically is a 
different affair. It is not the Golden Rule; it is des- 
potism and fanaticism and ignorant faith. However, 
one good point Mr. Clark makes—it is not those per- 
sons who hold the tenets of Christianity that we must 
condemn, but the tenets themselvs. It is against a 
system of belief that we must strike. ‘We war not 
with individuals but with the injurious doctrins they 
profess. It is a battle of ideas in which we are en- 
gaged, and not of persons. f 

T wish to call attention to Professor Cottinger’s 
books, “ Youth’s Liberal Guide,” and “ Universal His- 
tory." Professor Cottinger has spent & long life in 
the service of Freethought. He has read much, and 
from the standpoint of Liberalism he givs much valu- 
able information to those who desire a compendious 
view of man’s history. 2 
From Seward I go to Plum Creek, North Platte, 
Laramie, Rock Spring, and then for Utah, according 
to route published. 

LIST OF LECTURES. 

Wanship, April 14th; Park City, 15th; Heber, 
16th; Kensas, 17th; Peoa, 18th; Coalville, 19th ; 
Morgan, 20th ; Ogden, 21st ; Farmington, 22d ; Park, 
City, 24th; Salt Lake City, 25th; Hooper, 26th; 
Uintah, 27th; Deweyville, 28th; Logan, 29th and 
30th ; Ogden, MAY 2d; Kaysville, 2d ; Tovele, 5th; 
Stockton, 6th ; East Bountiful, 8th ; Salt Lake City, 
9th; Lehi, 10th; Provo, 11th; Springville, 12th ; 
Payson, 13th and 16th; Goshen, 15th; Mount 
Pleasant, 18th; Ephraim, 19th; Spring City, 20th ; 
Fillmore, 23d and 26th; Kanosh, 24th; Corn Creek, 
25th. Other places and dates will be given as ar- 
ranged, a SauuzL P. Purnam. 
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Communications. 


Bible Temperance. 
THE BIBLE AND THE WOMAN'S CHRISTIAN TEMPERANCE UNION. 
PREFATORY NOTE. 


This investigation was entered upon in the interest of tem- 
perance, and of moral and intellectual honesty. The author 
believes that whenever a good cause is supported by an ap- 
peal to supernatural authority it is put upon an insecure 
basis, and is liable to serious injury when men discard the 


creed embodying tenets affirming tle existence of said super- 
natural authority. Especially is this true when, as in the 


case of the Bible, the creed is directly the opposite of what 
Did the Bible really 
teach temperance we should regard this as one of its human 


it is claimed to be by its advocates. 


excellences, and cherish it accordingly. But the overwhelm- 


ing weight of its argument, precepts, and the examples of its 


saints is against temperance. Therefore, so long as it is re- 
garded as of divine origin, or as wholly humanly true, it is an 
obstacle in the path of temperance reform. But its danger- 
ous character is not fully perceived until we recognize the 
fact that Christians. driven to hypocrisy and rank dishonesty 
by the absurd claim of their church that the Bible is the in- 
fallible word of God, proceed to support their plea for tem- 
perance by an appeal to the Bible, claiming that it is the true 
basis of all abstinence and temperance propaganda, even go- 
ing so far as to say that temperance is impossible so long as 
the teachings of that book are ignored, declaring that it must 
be kept in the schools as the great fouritain of morality, and 
be made the basis of our civil law. 

Now all these claims and assertions are false, hypocritical, 
and dangerous—false as to fact, hypocritical in intent, and 
dangerous to morality, to character, and to temperance. 
Dangerous to morality, because they are false; to character, 
because they destroy moral fiber by making men insincere 
and deceitful; and to temperance, because they rest the de- 
mand for it upon a book which does not teach it, and when 
men shall discover the cheat they will be very apt to throw 
temperance principles into the rubbish heap along with the 
book which it is falsely claimed inculcates these principles. 

No one who has not made a careful study of the Bible has 
any conception of the paucity of temperance precepts and 
examples which it gives to the world. In view of these truths I 
Du oed ask for the following paper a careful perusal. 

alley Falls, Kan. E. C. WALKER. 

“The education of the children of the republic 
in temperance principles logically involves the main- 
tenance in those schools of the Bible as the great 
text book in morals."— Rev. T. P. Stevenson, of Phil- 
adelphia, editor of the Christian Statesman, the 
organ of the National Reform Association, alias the 
God-in-the-Constitution Party. 

This is my text, and I shall discourse upon it some- 
what at length. Rev. T. P. Stevenson is a represent- 
ative man among those Christians who hold that all 
civil power comes from God, that Jesus Christ is the 
ruler of nations, and that the Bible is the divinely- 
revealed rule of faith and practice. He is also a fair 
representative of that much larger class of believers, 
and pretended believers, who claim that the Bible 
clearly and unequivocally teaches the principles of 
prohibition, and, what is much more important, incul- 
cates the lessons of temperance. In arguing for the 
retention of the Bible in the schools he but echoes 
the utterly false assumptions of the W. C. T. U., the 

Y. M. C. A. and similar and affiliated associations, 
when he asserts that such retention is necessary for 
the proper moral training of the children of the land, 
and especially useful, nay, essential, in impressing 
upon them the important lesson of sobriety. He 
knows, none better, that his assumptions have no basis 
in fact, that thg Bible has ten texts in favor of wine- 
drinking to one that condemns it. It is-a useless 
waste of the courtesies of discussion to assume that 


such men as Mr. Stevenson really believe that they |. 


have warrant in the Bible for the fierce crusade in 
which they are embarked against the liquor trade, 
or that they can find any really valuable argument 
for temperance, much less for total abstinence, in 
that book. He knows, though many of his.ignorant 
dupes do not, that the cob-house of Bible or Chris- 
tian temperance is built upon a very quicksand of 
pretense and hypocrisy. But the church is losing 
her hold upon the intellect of the world, and it has 
become necessary to once more appropriate to herself 
the products of the labor of our common humanity. 
As she now credits herself with the overthrow of 
American slavery and tlie elevation of woman, so 
does she attempt to make us believe that the temper- 
ance movement owes its inception and development 
to her teachings and labors, and the precepts of her 
sacred book. No more impudent and unfounded 
claim was ever made, not even either of those above 
mentioned, brazen as they are; and I am amazed that 
seemingly sincere and eatnest, though fanatical, men 
and women can have the hardihood to assert and 
insist that the Bible is the only sure authority to 
which appeal can be made in support of the temper- 
ance cause. But the claim is made, and it is made 
by the great majority of the ministers of the Prot- 
estant churches of this country, by the majority of 
the active Prohibitionists, by very many of the tem- 
perance workers, by the W. C. T. U., and other sim- 
ilar organizations. An epidemic of falsehood seems 
to have spread through the ranks of the more or less 
closely allied armies of temperance and of prohibition, 
and I hav no doubt that very many of the Christians, 
and proxy Christians, who, for the most part, read 
their Bibles by the headings of the chapters, hav 
come to honestly believe that the term “Christian 


temperance” is an exceedingly appropriate one, when, 


-| in fact, it is a most grotesque misnomer. 


It does not come within the limits of this article to 
show how the church opposed the moral suasion tem- 
perance movement ; how she only espoused this cause, 
and the woman suffrage movement as well, when she 
perceived that she must attach her lumbering and 
leaky old barge to some stanch steamer of Reform, or 
else drift hopelessly down the swiftly-rushing stream 
of events, and be lost forever in the ocean of oblivion. 
These portions of the work have been attended to 
by others, and ably attended to, and yet the exposure 
has not to all appearances checked the flow of the 
stream of canting fasehood coming from the lips of 
the accredited spokesmen of the church. I am here 
reminded by memory of the fact that a few years ago 
the pastor of the Presbyterian Society at Watkins, 
Iowa, refused to open the church for a temperance 
lecture, claiming that such use of the sacred edifice 
would be a profanation. What he said and did then, 
almost every Christian minister one hundred years 
ago would have said and done, and many would say 
and do to-day if they dared. Really, Christianity has 
logically nothing to do with practical reform. The 
logie of its creed would compel it to attend only to 
the other-world interests of its children, and the fact 
that many devoted Christians in all ages have labored 
for the improvement of the race here upon this earth 
only proves that their humanity was stronger than 
their religion. 

I propose to show, from the book itself, that the 
Bible cannot in justice be claimed as a text-book of 
temperance. 

In List “A” I shall include all texts which un- 
equivocally condemn the use of intoxicants. 

Brought together under “B” are those passages 
which commend or enjoin the use of wine, or strong 
drink, or which promise an abundance of wine as one 
of the blessings to be bestowed upon certain favored 
individuals or families or tribes, or upon the Israel- 
itish nation, or include the deprivation of it among 
the punishments inflicted upon the disobedient. 

List * C" will include those texts which condition- 


ally or impliedly condemn the use of wine and strong 


drink ; which forbid its use in excess, or by certain 


persons, or on stated occasions, etc. 


Under the head of "D" will be included such 


texts as mention the use of alcoholic beverages as a 
matter of course, and evidently with no thought in 
the mind of the writer that there was anything 
wrong in such use, or that God had condemned it, or 


would punish the one or ones who so indulged. Of 
course, such texts, found in a work for which is 
claimed a divine origin, can be regarded by the be- 


liever a8 amounting to nothing less than a positive 


command from God to his children to make use in 
this way of such portion of his bounties. 

Arranged in List “E” are found the texts which 
show that the wine mentioned in the Bible would 
and did intoxicate, though this is stoutly denied by 


the Scripture apologists of our day ; or rather by that 
portion of them who think it essential to the success 


of the temperance cause, or necessary for the pres- 
ervation of popular faith in their paper aud ink fetich, 
that the Bible be made to appear to harmonize in its 
assumed moral teachings with modern ethics ; as other 


exegetists and apologists have tried to harmonize its 
asserted science with the discoveries of these later 
times. 


Doubtless it will be objected that tbe Bible does 
not mean what it so plainly says; it will be strenu- 
ously insisted that we do not read it aright; that 
the translators have not given to us a correct render- 
ing of the original text, etc., etc. But these objec- 
tions have no possible weight so long as it is believed 
that the book is the word of God. If an infinitely 
wise and powerful God wrote it or dictated it, it 
is just what he wanted it to be, just what he de- 
signed it to be. It teaches the lessons that he wants 
taught; its moral precepts are the outcome of his in- 
fallible wisdom and goodness, are the incomparably 
perfect fruits of the trees of Life and of Knowledge, 
and it is futile to urge that the translators have made 
mistakes. We can have no possible guarantee that 
the volume is the word of God unless we assume that 
all who have been concerned in its production, trans- 
lators as well as writers, were under the direct in- 
spiration of God. The common people never had, 
and have not now, any means of knowing whether the 
word translated wine means an intoxicating liquor or 
whether it means only the unfermented juice of the 
grape, or of other fruits. Unless they depend upon 
the apparently clear declarations of the book itself 
they are utterly at sea, Until very recently Chris- 
tian men have almost, if not quite, universally believed 
that wine meant wine, a fiuid that, drank in sufficient 
quantities, would intoxicate, and the context proves 
that they were right. The frantic attempt to make it 
appear otherwise is only a dishonest dodge to sub- 
stantiate the assumption that the writers of the Bible 
were moved of God to write, and that consequently 
that work is the repository of all truth. To such 
straits are men dziven who start out with an unnat- 
ural and therefore impossible theory. 


We need not be surprised when a patient and | 


thorough investigation reveals to us the fact that 
wine was about as common a drink as water among 
the people of the Eastern land from which the 
greater part of the Bible came, and that its use was 


not generally condemned is very natural. Thesemen _ l 


are not to be idly denounced because they could not 
see all that modern moralists and scientists have dis- 
covered of evilin the use of the stronger liquors of 
these later centuries, the disastrous effects of their 
enormous consumption augmented and intensified by 
the high-pressure life of our rushing civilization. But 
these Christian priests and editors, these lay mounte- 
banks of the rostrum—what can be said severe enough 
in condemnation of their trickery and trifling, of their 
gambling with truth and “wresting of scripture,” of 
their covert-insinuations and bold slanders, of their 
audacious denials of the most palpable facts, and their 
persistent teaching of the manifestly absurd? Alas! 
they are the victims of their own creed. “God wrote 
the Bible,” says that creed ; and so they are driven to 
the desperate resort of making it say just the things 
which it does not, in truth, say ; of covering up, evad- 
ing, allegorizing, perverting ; indulging in all sorts of 
demagogery, unworthy even of the lowest ward poli- 
tician. Who can estimate the evil of all kinds which 
this dogma of inspiration has brought upon the 
world? Behold the spectacle of these cultured ladies 
of the W. C. T. U., loving and earnest in their labor 
in behaif of the victims of dipsomania, attempting to 
lead men to & better life, and themselves marshalled 
under the banner of “Christian Temperance,” a fla- 
grant and flaunting lie! How can they expect us to . 
place confidence in them when we know that in every 
speech made, in every prayer uttered, in every song 
given to the air, untruth is rampant and regnant? 
Are they so blind as not to see—are they so foolish as 
to thiiik—that we cannot see that if a God exist, and 
that God wrote the Bible, he will never grant their 
prayers for the suppression of the liquor traffic? 

That the God who is assumed by the ladies of the 
W.C.T.U. and by Mr. Stevenson to have written the 
Bible was not a prohibitionist, did not believe in 
total abstinence, and was not even a friend of tem- 
perance, as temperance is defined by the most con- 
servative of its advocates to-day, I now proceed to 
show, giving first, however, all that the book has to 
say which can, by the most liberal interpretation, be 
construed as supporting the claims of the Christian 
temperance workers and Bible apologists: 

LIST A.—PABSAGES UNEQUIVOCALLY CONDEMNING THE USE 

; OF WINE, 

Prov. xx, 1: “ Wine is a mocker, strong drink is 
raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby.is not . 
wise.” 

Prov. xxi, 17: “He that loveth pleasure shall be 
& poor man ; he that loveth wine and oil shall not be 


rich." 


Our writer must have thought that oil was indi- 
gestible, and productive of eruptive diseases, and, 
therefore, the cause of as much evil as was intoxica- 


‘tion ; else why did he include it in terms of equal 


opprobrium with wine? Only temperance people 
who are eschewers of fat food, as well as of wine, 
will fully coincide with the author of Proverbs in his 
opinion of wine and oil.’ 

Prov. xxiii, 20: “Be not among wine-bibbers ; 
among riotous eaters of flesh." 

It seems incontestible that this writer was a vege- 
tarian, but when quoting him our disingenuous 
Christian temperance people do not dwell much upon 
the anti-meat part of his teachings. 

Prov. xxiii, 29-32: “ Who hath woe? Who bath 
sorrow? Who hath contentions? Who hath bab- . 
bling? Who hath wounds without cause? Who 
hath redness of eyes? They that tarry long at the 
wine ; they that go to seek mixed wine. Look not 
then upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth his 
color in the crop, when it moveth itself aright. At 
ei last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an 
adder.” 

Isa. v, 22: “Woe unto them that are mighty to 
drink wine, and men of strength to mingle strong 
drink.” 

See criticisms on verses 8, 10, and 11 of this chap- 
ter, in list C. 

Isa. xxviii, 1, 3,7: “ Woe to the crown of pride, 
to the drunkards of Ephraim, whose glorious beauty 
is a fading flower, which are on the head of the fat 
valley of them that are overcome with wine. . . . 
The crown of pride, the drunkards of Ephraim, shall 
be trodden under feet. But they also have 
erred through wine, and through strong drink are 
out of the way, the priest and the prophet have 
erred through strong drink, they are swallowed up 
of wine, they are out of the way through strong 
drink ; they err in vision, they stumblein judgment.” 

I think that these verses should have been, in 
strict justice, included in list C, but I am very will- 
ing to give the Bible the benefit of the doubt, and so 
I have placed them here. It is plain, however, that 
the censure is visited upon the excesses of the priests 
and prophets, and is in no sense a condemnation of 
what the people of that time regarded as a necessary 
and moderate use of stimulants, and upon which 
“God” has set the seal of his approval ten times . 
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where he has, even conditionally and inferentially, 
disapproved of it once. 

Hos. iii, 1: “Then said the Lord unto me, Go 
yet, love a woman beloved of her friend, yet an 
adulteress, according to the love of the Lord toward 
the children of Israel, who look to other gods, and 
love flagons ef wine.” 

Hos.iv, 11: “. . . and wine take away the. heart.” 

Hab. ii, 15: “Woe unto him that giveth his 
neighbor drink, that puttest thy bottle to him, and 
makest him drunken also, that thou mayest look on 
their nakedness." - 

This is.the offense of the minister or of the deacon 
-who passes the communion wine! us % 

Four alone of the Old Testament writers utter an 
unequivocal condemnation of intoxicating drinks, and 
these only in a very few passages, while in at least 
an equal number they as unequivocally commend 
them,* Isaiah and Hosea saying more for than against, 
while the writers of Proverbs and Habakkuk lean the 
other way. Of the New Testament writers not one has 
clearly said that wine and strong drink are curses to 
the children of men. And yet our ears are continu- 
ally dinned with an outcry about “ Christian Tem- 
perance !” 


LIST B.—PASSAGES COMMENDING OR ENJOINING THE USE 
OF WINE OR STRONG DRINE, OR BOTH, OR INCLUDING 
A PLENTIFUL SUPPLY OF WINE AMONG THE BLESS- 
INGS TO BE BESTOWED UPON FAVORED INDIVIDUALS 
OR TRIBES, ETC.; OR INCLUDING THE DEPRIVATION 
OF IT AMONG THE PUNISHMENTS INFLICTED UPON 
THE DISOBEDIENT. 


Jacob, blessing Judah, said (Gen. xlix, 11, 12): 
* Binding his foal unto the vine, and his ass's colt 
unto the choice vine; he washed his garments in 
wine, and his clothes in the blood of grapes. His 
eyes shall be red with wine, and his teeth white with 
milk." 

Doesn't look as though Yahweh, the “God of 
Jacob," thought wine a very bad article. 

Num vi 20: “After that the Nazarite may drink 
wine" - 

In Deut. vii, 18, God, through Moses, said to his 
chosen people: “And he will love thee, and bless 
thee, and multiply thee; and he will also bless the 
‘fruit of thy womb, and the fruit of thy land, thy 
corn, and thy wine, and thine oil," etc., etc. 

Just think of it, W. C. T. U. people, God has sol- 
emnly promised to bless his faithful children with an 
especially large vintage, a better vintage than that of 
their unbelieving neighbors! Rather rough on the 
‘heretic French and the Infidel Germans ! 

Deuteronomy xi 14: “That I will give you the 
rain of your land in his due season, the first rain and 
the latter rain, that thou mayest gather in thy corn, 
and thy: wine, and thy oil.” 

. Yahweh is determined that the supply of wine 
shall not fall short. 

Deut. xiv, 26: 
money for whatsoever thy soul lusteth after, for 
oxen, or for sheep, or for wine, or for strong drink, 
or for whatsoever thy soul desireth ; and thou shalt 
eat there before the Lord thy God, and thou shalt 
rejoice, thou, and thine household." 

Rev. Mr. Stevenson to the box! Repeat your tes- 
timony, please. “I said that ‘the education of the 
children of the Republic in temperance principles 
logically involves the maintenance in those schools of 
the Bible as the great text book in morals.” 

Deut. xv, 14: “Thou shalt furnish him liberally 
out of thy flock, and out of thy floor, and out of thy 
wine-press; of that wherewith the Lord thy God 
hath blessed thee thou shalt give unto him.” 

This is said regarding the manumitted Hebrew 
slave. And so it is a dlessing for God to give the 
fruit of the wine-press to his children? And we are 
to emulate him ? 

It seems that God punishes his people by blasting 
their vineyards, and thus cutting short their supply 
of wine, as below : 

Deut. xxviii, 99: “Thou shalt plant vineyards, 
and dress them, but thou shalt neither drink of the 
wine, nor gather the grapes, for the worms shall eat 
them." 

Verse 51 of the same chapter tells the people that 
their cattle arid wine and oil shall be taken from 
them if they disobey God's commands. This is the 
famous “ cursing chapter” of the Bible, and -is just 
the reading calculated to make a man believe that 
God was the first pope of Rome. 

Deuteronomy is a very good book for the Woman's 
Christian Temperance Union, and I suggest that it 
hold a special meeting to pray for the evidently 
*rum"-loving god who wrote it. 
other matter in it that helps to make it an admirable 
work for use in the schools. E 

Judges ix, 13: “And the. vine said unto them, 
Should I leave my wine, which cheereth God and 
man, and go to be promoted over the trees ?" 

Ah! so it appears that God, the "original pro- 
hibitionist, according to the W. C. T. U., drinks 
wine, else how could it cheer him? 

2 Sam. vi, 19: “And he dealt among all the peo- 


*See List B. 


“And thou shalt bestow that 


There is much’ 


people, even among the whole multitude of Israel, as 
well to the women as men, to every one a cake of 
bread, and a good piece of flesh, and a flagon of 
wine.” l 

Query: What would the Christian temperance 
ladies have done with that wine had they been present 
when David, the man after God’s own heart, dealt it 
out to all, men as well as women ? 

2 Sam. xvi, 2: “And Ziba said, The asses be for 
the king’s household to ride on ; and the bread and 
summer fruit for the young men to eat; and the 
wine, that such as faint in the wilderness may drink." 

In Kansas and Iowa many get “faint in the wilder- 
derness," judging by the business of the drug stores. 
No doubt they have all seen this prescription given 
by God. ; 

2 Chron. ii, 10: “And behold, I will give to thy 
servants, the hewers that cut timber, twenty thousand 
measures of beaten wheat, and twenty thousand 
measures of barley, and twenty thousand baths of 
wine, and twenty thousand baths of oil !” 

The article which Solomon, “ the wisest of all men,” 
gave to the servants of the king of Tyre in one-fourth 
payment for their labor in preparing the temple 
which he built to the Lord, was probably especially 
blessed by the Lord. for that use, and so rendered 
non-intoxicating, else we must conclude that he pays 
those who build houses for him in what friend St. 
John would call “liquid damnation.” 

And inasmuch as Solomon was the wisest of all men 


(or God made & mistake when he so said), and the 


temple was for the said God, I am justified in con- 
cluding that this God regards wine as a legal tender, 
and so I put the above passage in this category as one 
in which God has sanctified the use of wine. 


Neh. v, 11 (To the usurers): “Restore, I pray 


you, to them, even this day, their lands, their vine- 


yards, their oliveyards, and their houses, also the 
hundredth part of the money, and of the corn, the 


wine, and the oil, that ye exact of them.” 


Neh. x, 39: “For the children of Israel and the 


children of Levi shall bring the offering of the corn, 


of the new wine, and the oil, and we will not forsake 


the house of our God. 

Wine, old or “new,” seems to have been always 
acceptable to * our God,” whether tendered as a holy 
offering or otherwise. 

“ The Lord” makes wine, according to the Psalm- 
ist: 

Psa. civ, 15: “And wine that making glad the 
heart of man, and oil to make his face to shine, and 
bread which strengtheneth man’s heart.” 

If “the Lord” lived in Iowa, Lozier and Foster 
would have him arrested for violation of the new iron- 
clad prohibitory law. 

Prov. iii, 10: “ So shall thy barns be filled with 
plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.” 

Prov. xxxi, 6, 7: “ Give strong drink unto him that 
is ready to perish, and wine unto those that be of 
heavy heart. Let him drink and forget his poverty, 
&nd remember his misery no more." 

In these two verses, the author of Proverbs has 
more than nullified all the good things he said in his 
earlier chapters, and which I have quoted in List A. 
I am quite sure that where they have prevented the 
drinking of one glass of wine or strong drink, these 
passages have led to the drinking of one thousand. 
And this is a mild statement of the case. 

Eccl. ix, 7: “ Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, 
and drink thy wine with & merry heart ; for God now 
accepteth thy works.” . 

Song of Sol.i, 2: * Let him kiss me with the kisses 
of his mouth; for thy love is better than wine.” 

From this we gather that, next to love, wine is the 
best thing in the world. This is the opinion of most 
bacchanalian experts, I believe. Solomon seems to 
have had much experience. 

Song of Sol. v, 1: “I have churned my wine with 
my milk; eat, O friends; drink, yea, drink abun- 
dantly, O believers.” 

Is this the earliest mention of milk punch? 

Song of Sol. viii, 2: “I would cause thee to drink 
of spiced wine of the juice my pomegranate.” Meta- 
phorical, undoubtedly. 

Isa. i, 22: “Thy silver is become dross, thy wine 
mixed with water.” 

Have your wine full strength, as much as you 
would have your silver unalloyed, is the admonition 
of God's prophet. 

Isa. xxiv, 7: “The new wine mounteth, the wine 
languisheth; all the merry-hearted do sigh." 

Oné more in the long list.of passages wherein it is 
said that Giod- punished his chosen people by cutting 
off their vintage. What God regards as a real depri- 
vation to lose must; be good to have and to keep, in 
his opinion, whatever the W. C. T. U. people may 
think about it. Verse 9 says: * They shall not drink 
wine with a song; strong drink shall be bitter to 
them that drink it.” Verse ll: “There is a crying 
for wine in the streets; all joy is darkened; the mirth 
of the land. is gone." 

: God thus punished them by taking away their 
wine, on the same principle that he punishes us by 
killing our children, as Christians say that he does. 


"Will they contend that children are inherently an 


evil? - 'Fhey must if they follow the same line of rea- 


soning that they do in interpreting these texts. 

Isa. xxvii, 2, 8: “In that day sing ye unto her, a 
vineyard of red wine. I the Lord do keep it; I will 
water it every moment; lest any hurt it, I will keep 


it night and day.” 


Figurative, doubtless! So is the next, but all the 


influence of these passages is on the side of intem- 


perance, necessarily, for the simple reason that the 
great mass of the people will take them literally, and 
for the further reason that the constant association 
of wine with * good news” and symbols of religion 
familiarize the mind with it and serve to give it some- 
thing of a sacred character. This last-mentioned fact 


helps to explain why the church so long opposed the 


modern temperance movement. But here is the 
passage above indicated, Isa. lv, 1: “Ho, everyone 
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that 


hath mourning; come ye, buy and eat; yea, come 
buy wine and milk without money and without price." 


(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
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Mr. Stewart Might Find a Better Use for His Money. 
From the Liberal, Mo., Liberal. 

Our friend Wm. Gray wants us to name the ‘‘ Liberal lect- 
urer who offered $25.00 to help build” a church in Liberal. 
The editor of Taz Truru SEEKER asked the same question 
through his columns, and others through private letters. 
We cheerfully comply with their wishes. It was Prof. C. W. 
Stewart, who is quite a prominent lecturer in the West, and 
at present located here in Liberal. From the good reports I 
had heard of his labors in Jowa, during the fall and winter, 
I must confess I was much astonished at his offer, though, to 
do him full justice, he said, after the senior editor’s para- 
graph in these columns respecting the same, that he only 
offered $10 for a church here. But that does not change the 
principle at all. - 

However sincere Mr. Stewart may be in his offer, I think 
it a very serious mistake in anyone, and a strange paradox 
for a Freethought lecturer, to offer any sum to build a church 
anywhere on the earth. I am reminded here of an incident. 
One cold day in 1882 a thinly-clad colored woman called on 
my friend Mrs. Amy Post, in Rochester, N. Y., and solicited 
a contribution to build a church for her oppressed race. 
Mrs. Post, in her pleasant Quaker manner, refused. The 
colored lady, knowing of Mrs. Post’s lifc-long labor for the 
negro, became very urgent, and said, ‘‘Giv me something, 
even one penny.” I can still see the bright light in that 
brave and noble woman’s eye as she replied with a steady 
firmness: ‘‘Not one penny for a church anywhere on this 
earth. I will giv you $5 for a public hall for free discussion 
or to alleviate your personal wants, but never a penny to 
suppress free speech, as all churches try to do.” 

am in full accord with her and with Mr. Gray’s article, 
* Let us hav Justice.” All the crimes namable and unnam- 
able are charged upon Spiritualists and Freethinkers by the 
churches, for no other reason than questioning their dogmi 
and uncovering the vice and iniquity dealt out to a gullible 
public under religious cloaks ; so with him I say, Let us carry 
the war into Africa. 


To tae Eprtor or THe TnuruH Srexer, Sir: “How 
great a fire a little matter kindleth!” You hav seen 
the attack made upon me in the Liberal, and Mr. 
Walser tells me that you wrote to him inquiring who 
it was that offered ten dollars toward building a 
church here. . 

The facts are as follows: Some time in February a 
number of us were discussing the narrowness of a 
certain class of Liberals, and I remarked that I was 
in favor of building up our town in every legitimate 
way; that it was about time to quit fighting each 
other, adding that it would be a good thing to hav a 
few Christians to combat, instead of elbowing each 
other so much. I said that I would giv ten dollars 
towards getting a church here, not that I believed in 
its doctrins, but because it would produce a healthy 
mental competition. Immediately the proprietor of 
the hotel, a radical Freethinker, indorsed the idea, 
and the entire company spoke favorably of it. 

But my remark was carried to Mr. Walser and a 
well-meaning but misguided man named Chaapel, 
neither of whom likes me very well, because I do not 
fall in with the idea of turning our town into a Spir- 
itual Mecca, and the week following the item ap- 
appeared which caused your inquiry. 

Now, I hav this to say, that if my labor in the 
cause of Freethought during the past fifteen years is 


not sufficient guaranty of my loyalty to its principles, 
I am unable to furnish a better one. 


The secret of the matter is that I hav struck some 


pretty hard blows at the “ Anarchistic" idéa, and the 


promiscuity hobby, and a few of the brethren, unable 
to answer me, hav resorted to the bigots weapon, 
persecution. I hav also severely criticised the big- 
otry of a certain class of alleged Liberals, and they 
are angry about it. . 

Feeling that you were perhaps unacquainted with 
the fact that this town has been dominated, to its 
detriment, by the above-mentioned spirit, and that a 
one-idead town is, like a one-idead man, generally a 
failure, I thought it proper to say this much by way 
of explanation. 

We hav an excellent class of people here, many of 
whom silently agree with me in my opinion concern- 
ing the status of the town. And I will conclude by 
saying that, happily, the backbone of crankism and 
illiberality is about broken, and soon all inharmo- 
nious elements will * pass to spirit life." 

Very truly, C. W. 

Liberal, Mo., April 2, 1856. 


STEWART. 
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Woman Suffrage. 


There is a bill before the Senate at Washington 
` providing for the admission to the Union, as a state, 
of Washington Territory. Under the present laws 
of that territory women are voters. When the bill 
eame up for discussion in the Senate last week, a 
mossback Solon from Louisiana, Mr. Eustis, moved to 
amend by confining the right of suffrage to male citi- 
zens. The only argument he advanced to support 
his motion worth reporting was that if women are 
allowed to vote in the proposed new state, it might 
send a female senator to Washington. 

Well, what of it? We guarantee that no woman 
who would be selected could be more incapable than 
some of the present senators, and the chances are a 
hundred to one that, whatever woman was chosen, she 
would be more moral—less given to cold tea and 
mistresses—more incorruptible, and less liable to 
pass unconstitutional measures, than the members of 
the present body. Besides, women hav just as good 
a right to make the laws they must obey as men hav. 

There is one good trait in the character of Senator 
Hoar, of Massachusetts. He believes in woman suf- 
frage on principle, and not merely to be amiable to 
the ladies. Mr. Hoar reminded Mr. Eustis that as a 
Democrat and supporter of state rights he was incon- 
sistent. The proposition to disfranchise the women 
of Washington Territory was destructiv of the funda- 
mental principles of republican liberty ; the power of 
electing representativs, and of being elected such, 
was an essential principle of liberty. The senator 
from Louisiana and his party friends, who had been 
in the habit of invoking this principle in connection 
with states’ rights and in defense of slavery, now 
denied it against the free and fair decision of the peo- 
ple themselvs of Washington Territory. According 
to all American principles of government the people 
of Washington Territory had a perfect right to regu- 
late suffrage in their own territory. 

Senator Platt, of Connecticat, agreed with Senator 
Hoar that the people of the territory had a right to 
manage their civil affairs in their own way. Senator 
Edmunds, also, saw no force in Mr. Eustis's argu- 
ment. He defended the right of the women to vote 
in the proposed state, and said it would be as logical 
to propose that men should be disfranchised, and 
that only women should vote. 

Senators Hoar, Platt, and Edmunds are clear- 
headed in this matter; we only wish they might talk 
as sensibly on all other questions, Edmunds can see 
the unconstitutionality of disfranchising citizens of a 


territory, but he will not admit the monstrous tyranny 
of disfranchising and robbing a larger body of peo- 
ple because of a fanatical breaking of law by a small 
portion of them. 


Truly, our law-makers hay curiously-constructed 


heads. 


et te 
Philosophical Beasts. 


The last issue of Liberty contains a hot defense of 
the philosophical Anarchists against the practical 
gentlemen who claim to belong to that school of 
thought. Mr. Tucker givs currency to the doubtless 
unfounded report that Henri Rochefort said to an 
interviewer that “Anarchists are merely criminals. 
They are robbers. They want no government what- 
ever, so that, when they meet you on the street, they can 
knock you down and rob you,” and retorts, “ You lie!” 
when this definition of Anarchy is applied to those who 
only “deny all external authority over the individual, 
whether that of the present state or that of some 
industrial collectivity or commune which the future 
may produce" We can scarcely credit the report 
that Henri Rochefort uttered the words attributed to 
him, for he is usually thought of as a man of common 
sense, with the fairness to discriminate between 
thinkers like Bakounine and footpads who rob foes 
and swindle friends indiscriminately. Mr. Tucker, 
however, goes on, in the interest of the mental An- 
archists, to expose the practical Anarchists such as 
Rochefort describes. He says that “in the face of 
all logic and consistency, the word Anarchy has been 
usurped by a party of Communists who believe in a 
tyranny worse than any that now exists, who deny to 
the laborer the individual possession of his product, 
and who preach to their followers the following doc- 
trin: ‘Private property is your enemy; it is the beast 
that is devouring you; ali wealth belongs to every- 
body; take it wherever you can find it; hav no scru- 
ples about the means of taking it; use dynamite, the 
dagger, or the torch to take it; kill innocent people 
to take it; but, at all events, take it?” Mr. Tucker 
charges that in carrying out this rather destructiv 
program the Anarchist-Communists of New York hav 
engaged in incendiarism as a business. Here is his 
indictment: 

“For nearly two years a large number of the most activ 
members of the German Group of the International Working 
People’s Association in New York city, and of the Social 
Revolutionary Club, another German organization in. that 
city, hav been persistently engaged in getting money by 
insuring their property for amounts far in excess of the real 
value thereof, secretly removing everything that they could, 
setting fire to the premises, swearing to heavy losses, and 
exacting corresponding sums from the insurance companies. 
Explosion of kerosene lamps is usually the device which they 
employ. Some seven or eight fires, at least, of this sort were 
set in New York and Brooklyn in 1884 by members of the 
gang, netting the beneficiaries an aggregate profit of thou- 
sands of dollars. In 1885 nearly twenty more were set, with. 
equally profitable results. The record for 1886 has reached 
six already, if not more. The business has been carried on 
with the most astonishing audacity. One of these men had 
his premises insured, fired them, and presented his bill of loss 
to the company within twenty-four hours after getting his 
policy, and before the agent had reported the policy to the 
company. The bill was paid, and a few months later the 
same fellow, under another name, played the game over 
again, though not quite so speedily. In one of the fires set 
in 1885 a woman and two children were burnt to death. The 
two guilty parties in this case were members of the Bohemian 
Group and are now serving life sentences in prison. Another 
of the fires was started in & six-story tenement house, endan- 
gering the lives of hundreds, but fortunately injuring no one 
but the incendiary. In one case in 1886 the firemen hav 
saved two women whom they found clinging to their bed- 
posts in a half-suffocated condition. In another a man, wo- 
man, and baby lost their lives. Three members of the gang 
are now in jail awaiting trial for murdering and robbing an 
old woman in Jersey City. Two others are in jail under 
heavy bail and awaiting trial for carrying concealed weapons 
and assaulting an officer. They were walking arsenals, and 
were found under circumstances which lead to the suspicion 
that they were about to perpetrate a robbery, if not a murder.” 


Mr. Tucker complains that theindividuals acquiring 
wealth in this manner do not use the profits “for the 
benefit of the movement to which the criminals be- 
long,” but that the increase “goes to fill their own 
empty pockets,"and is “often spent in reckless, riotous 
living.” John Most, Mr. Tucker charges, while in no 
wise the originator of this not altogether novel method 
of making a living, nor in any way a beneficiary of 
the scheme, is responsible for not denouncing the 
gang in the columns of the Freiheit. Mr. Tucker 
allows that for a long time Mr. Most was ignorant of 
what is going on, but when made acquainted with the 
facts, Mr. Tucker says, he has refused: to repudiate 
the criminals, but persists in retaining as his right- 


hand -men some of the worst of them. Another 
count in the indictment of Mr. Most is that he 
posts Justus Schwab—whom Mr. Tucker labels “an 
exceptionally honest man ”—in the Freiheit as a man 
with whom no Socialist should hav anything to do. 
These are the important facts in Liberty's exposé of 
a wing of the so-called Anarchists. ; 


We hav given this space to the matter for two 
reasons. The first is that Mr. Tucker calls upon the 
press of the country to pass the exposure along, that 
the Anarchistic goats may be separated from the An- 
archistic sheep. The second reason is, to defend the 
Anarchists from this horrible charge of one of their 
own number, and also to defend the Communists from 
the same accusation.. Mr. Tucker' heading his ex- ` 
posure, “The Beast of Communism,” and his direct 
assertion that these firebugs are “a party of Com- 
munists,” are as wilfully wrong, as maliciously mis- 
leading, and smacking as much of party dishonesty 
as the assumption by the gang of criminal beasts of 
the title either of Anarchists or Communists. The 
true condition of the matter, as we understand it 
from having been a humble private in the labor ranks 
of this city for some time, is this : 

There are a lot of men in this city, mostly foreign- 
ers, who hav for years been more or less conspicuous 
in the “labor movement,” holding meetings in lager- 
beer halls, and calling themselvs Socialists, Anarch- 
ists, Communists. In the vacuum in their heads 
which they are pleased to term their minds, these 
words are interconvertible. It is our opinion that 
they do not know enough to know the meaning of 
either of these words, and for some reason—prob- 


ably from selfish motivs—their leaders hav never 


seen fit to enlighten them. But these man do 
not in any sense or manner represent the labor 
movement, nor hay they even a legitimate part in it. 
Go to any labor leader in the city, from the chief ex- 
ecutiv to the most recently initiated Knight of Labor, 
and ask about them, and the reply will be, * We don't 
know them ; they are none of us.” These, then, are 
the fellows, the Ishmaelites of labor, against whom 
Mr. Tucker’s charges are brought. They are not 
Anarchists, except as any common thief is an Anarch- 
ist, doing what he pleases with impunity. The real 
Anarchist, as we grasp the meaning of the term, is 
one who accepts the doctrin of individual sovereignty, 
with individual effort as the base and means of all 
progress, but always limiting the individual’s right by 
the equalrights of others. This limitation absolutely 
precludes any such invasion as the firebugs described 
by Mr. Tucker hav been guilty of. Rightly, they 
can no more be called Anarchists than a thief “on 
principle" can be termed a supporter of the rights 
of.property. For the practical working of Anarchy 
we are unable to refer to any published scheme. 

The Socialist is the man at the other end of the 
philosophical. and governmental cord. He rejects 
Josiah Wairen's doctrin of individual sovereignty, 
and would create a paternal government, which shall 
conduct. the business of the country and see to it that 
all hav employment and consequent plenty. An out- 
line of the program of the Socialists may be gleaned 
from Gronlund's “ Social Commonwealth.” 

The Communist, opposed directly to the Anarchist, 
and in some measure to the Socialist, lays the greater 
emphasis upon the brotherhood of man, and believes 
that in the extension of the family lies the remedy 
for the labor and other social troubles. The Com- 
munist believes in very little government, and that ad- 
visory by councils of the communes, but holds that 
publie works shall be owned by all, and individual 
support guaranteed by all provided each individual 
performs his share of useful labor. A comprehensiv 
and entertaining practical plan of this social philoso- 
phy may be found in * Rational Communism." 

From the foregoing, if we hav clearly stated the 
positions of the parties, the opponents of Anarchy 
may see how unjust is the general public clamor 
against the Anarchists. And we sincerely hope that 
Mr. Tucker will also see that his attack upon Com- 
munism is equally unjust. The true representativs 
of these three schools of social reformers in this city 
—which is the scene of the deviltry revealed by Mr. . 
Tucker—are men of scholarly attainments, of depth 
of thought, of probity, and many of them possessors 
of material wealth, gained by their own honest exer- 
tions. The author of “ Rational Communism” is a 
gentleman possessing large wealth, a clear head, and 
a big heart. To connect his social scheme in the re- 
molest degree with the firebugs of the Bowery is as 
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unjust as to lay upon the Anarchistie editors of 
Liberty the responsibility of the Phæœnix Park 
murders. : 

But let us for a moment leave aside all this, and sup- 
pose there were a society of Communists in this city, 
some members of which had been guilty of the crimes 
charged by Mr. Tucker. Even then he would not be 
justified in saying that for such acts Communism is 
responsible. These fellows are acting, if the indict- 
ment is a true one, in their individual capacity, exer- 

.cising the individual sovereignty side of Anarchy, 
but unrestrained by the other side which limits their 
acts to those not trenching upon others rights. The 
main body could not be held responsible for such 
acts, unless by a vote of the members it had sanc- 
tioned them. The commission of crimes by these in- 
dividuals would only show that their philosophy had 
made them no better men, precisely as the crimes of 
professing Christians prove that the Christian relig- 
ion is not a sufficient restraining moral force. ‘As 
there is no logie in contending that the peculations 
of a pious cashier prove the dishonesty of the whole 
bank directorate, so there is no point gained against 
the.principles of Communism by charging that an in- 
dividual Communist has been found guilty of arson. 
Mr. Tucker has been unfair, and he should apologize 
to the Communists, or the next time a conflict comes 

‘between the police and some gentléman who denies 
“all external authority over the individual," the press 
of the country can not be blamed if they head the 
item recording the conflict, “The Beast of Anarchy.” 

We agree wholly with neither of the three parties 
whose positions we hav briefly and, of course, inad- 
equately outlined, but fair play is a brilliant of attrac- 
tiv form and color, and in passing Mr. Tucker's ex- 
posure along we could do no less than point out, as 
we hav often done before, the errors his onesidedness 
leads him into. 


—— to 
Two Statutes. 


“ And if a stranger sojourn with thee in your land, ye shall 
not vex him. But the stranger that dwelleth with you shall 
be unto you as one born among you, and thou shalt love him 
as thyself; for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt: Iam 
the Lord your God."—Lev. xix, 33, 34. 


This statute contains the principle abundantly re- 
peated by Christ in his gospel_—Jndependent. 


** Ye shall not eat of anything that dieth of itself: thou 
shalt giv it unto.the stranger that is in thy gates, that he may 
eat it; or thou mayest sell it unto an alien: for thou art a 
holy people unto the Lord my God."—Deut. xiv, 21." 


What does this statute contain? 
——— 9-449 ——————— — 


Fighting Preachers. 

Since the year opened three army chaplains hav 
been retired for age and three new ones appointed. 
The treasury, however, is not rid of the retiring men. 
They will continue to draw pay at the rate of about 
$150 per month each, while the new appointees will 
liv in such luxury as $125 per month affords. 

One retired chaplain has just caused the House 
Military. Committee some annoyance, if we may 
judge from the language of its adverse report on his 
bill for relief :. 


“The claim has been persistently pressed by a large num- 
` ber of very respectable people, who put their support upon 
personal grounds, and very largely upon sentiment, because 
of the clerical profession of the claimant and the supposed 
sufferings and hardship he has undergone. If Congress was 
purely an eleemosynary corporation, and its members were 
selected as public almoners, the reasons presented might hav 
considerable weight, but to us, as legislators and trustees of 
the public funds, whose duty it is to gee that they are applied 
to the purposes for which they were collected, the legitimate 
expenses of the government, they only show how readily 
people become generous in their sentiments and sympathies 
when the disbursement recommended is to be made from 
funds other than their own, and the responsibility for the ap- 
propriation falls upon others than themselvs. The Forty-cighth 
Congress, tired and worn out by the repeated and persistent 
efforts of the claimant.and his friends, passed an act under 
which Chaplain Blake received: and accepted credit for 
$5,454.55, which sum had before that time been a charge 
, against him for overpayment that had been made to him. 
This donation seems only to hav whetted the appetite of the 
claimant, and he now returns, ‘like Oliver, asking for more.’ 
Your committee feel that he has been generously dealt by in 
the past, and are unwilling to reopen his account and extend 
him further generosity. "They therefore report the bill ad- 


versely.” 

Mr. Blake, it seems, overdrew his pay by a few thou- 
sands of dollars, and then induced Congress to make 
him a present of the amount. This is an exceedingly 
polite way of stealing, and the still healthy state of 
Mr, Blake's nerves is developed in his request for 

‘more. It might be well to giv him the keys of the 


treasury vaults and ask him to help himself. If the 
task of carrying off all the money in the treasury 
proves beyond his strength, there are enough church- 
men in the country to help him. l 
+e —————. 
Editorial Notes. 

IN the course of a lachrymose editorial upon the passage 
by the Assembly of the bill granting the museums in the park 
$20,000 annually, providing their doors are open on Sunday, 
the Christian Advocate reveals that every Methodist minister 
in this city protested against the passing of the bill, and asks 
its readers throughout the state to scan the list of those vot- 
ing for and against it. ‘In maintaining the institution of a 
Christian civilization,” saith the Advocate, “we need to be 
supported by the Christian sentiment of the whole state.” We 
should like to ask what,a Christian in Buffalo has got to do 
with. the local institutions of this city. New York supports 
these museunis, and New York ought to govern them. 


IN opposing Sunday opening of the museums, the trustees 
hav posed as public benefactors, and alleged that their insti- 
tutions are the property of private gentlemen who are devot- 
ing their fortunes to the good of therace. They should there- 
fore be let alone. Yet we notice that what the people get from 
the museums they are required to pay extra for. 
time a lecture course has been’ maintained at the American 
Museum of Natural History. Professor Bickmore, the lect- 
urer, has instructed thousands in natural history, zoology, 
comparativ anatomy, physical geography, and other sciences, 
and the Saturday afternoon talks hav been in every way ad- 
mirable. But it rather astonishes a public used to the phil- 
anthropic claims of the trustees of the museum to find last 
week a bill passing the Assembly appropriating from the New 
York school fund $18,000 to pay for such lectures. The trus- 
tees should either be milder in their claims or visit the public 
treasury less frequently. 


A oERTAIN Michigan clergyman, feeling it incumbent upon 
him to answer. Remsburg, recently addressed a letter to the 
Rev. Dr. Tevis, of the M. E. church at Atchison, desiring to 
know what Mr. Remsburg’s standing in the community was, 
what his domestic relations were, etc. Being but little ac- 
quainted in the place, Dr. Tevis applied to the editor of the 
Champion, Governor Martin's paper, for the desired informa- 
tion. He received the following reply: ‘‘Mr. Remsburg en- 
tertains some theological opinions which I do not indorse, 
and if your clerical friend can demolish them I shall be glad 
to hav him do sc. But if he has no better arguments than 
those he is evidently. hoping to obtain from Atchison he 
had better assign the task to à more competent man. Tell 
your friend that Mr. Remsburg has been a respected citizen 
of this state for eighteen years; that during this time the 
people hav elected him to offices of trust and honor, and that, 
So far as his domestic relations are concerned, he stands 
above reproach.” | 


Waar an eye heaven must hav! Actress Maude Stewart 
died at the rooms of Actor Frederick de Belleville, Sunday 
night, the 4th inst. Mr. De Belleville’s grief over his loss was 
great and sincere. The couple were not married, though Mr. 
De Bellville said to a friend that they would hav been ** if it 
had been possible for him to wed her according to law. But 
there were two women who would make him trouble, and 
Maude was already the wife of Ed Marble. In the sight of 
heaven, however, they were man and wife." Miss Stuart, or 
Mrs. Marble, was Mr. De Belleville's third affinity; he was her 
second. These folks are not freelovers, but only children of 
the world and Christians, therefore heaven had its eye upon 
them, and it was all right. But if they had been *'free- 
lovers? what & moral might hav been pointed! 


Bv strict attention to. business, Eli Perkins has won the 
enviable reputation of being a talented liar. He has also 
won cash. One of his ways of winning the latter article is to 
lecture for Sunday-schools and churches; and to procure 
these engagements he sends out a large advertising sheet 
filled with recommendations and quotations from his writ- 
ings. A strong point with him is the **showing of the soph- 
istry of the Infidel,” in which he quotes a minister as thank- 
ing him for telling **how to handle Ingersoll and Infidelity.” 
This is all very well; Mr. Ingersoll and the Infidels can 
stand it; but Mr. Perkins might hav a more honest title to 
defender of the faith if he ceased to print among the extracts 
from his own writings a.very much mangled paragraph from 
Colonel Ingersoll’s ‘Man; Woman, and Child." Dishonest 
Christians are common enough, and Mr. Perkins's precedure 
elicits no surprise, but when some of his ministerial friends 
find him out explanations will be awkward. 


Juper PARKER, of the United States District Court for the 
western district of Arkansas, has sentenced some seven 
unfortunates to be hanged by the neck till dead at Fort 
Smith, on April 23, 1886. ‘This happens to be Good Friday, 
the day commemorated as the anniversary of the crucifixion 
of Christ, and a Southern crank wants the judge to postpone 
the execution so as to respect the *' religious sentiment of the 
country." Hanging is.the,worst possible use a man can be 
put to, but if he has got to hang, Good Friday is as good a 
day as any. Besides, the: man whose execution it recalls 
was crucified as a seditious person. - 


WirH its issue of April 14th, the Investigator entered upon 


‘its fifty-sixth volume, and the forty-ninth with Messrs. Men- 


dum and Seaver as managers. We wish our two greatly- 
esteemed friends many more years of activ work, and all 
manner of prosperity for the paper. The Investigator is em- 
phatically a good Infidel journal. 


THERE is a general fear among the religious press that if 
the bill giving the museums extra money for opening on Sun- 


For a long | 


days shall pass the Senate and be signed by the governor the 
religious fervor of the trustees will not be proof against the 
temptation to obtain this money. These gentlemen seem to 
be acquainted with each other. 


Upon ** Adami and Heva,” the Southland says, Mr. Putnam 
may rest his reputation as a poet. “If Mr. Putnam, the 
author, had written nothing else, it would entitle him to take 
rank among the foremost of our living poets.” Yet, as ever 
since its publication, we shall continue to mail the poem for 
ten cents. Y 


Tue Mt. Desert Herald, of Bar Harbor, Me., will please ac- 
cept our thanks for courtesies extended. The Herald, we 
may add, for the information of our Maine subscribers, is-a 
first-class weekly local journal with an Infidel editor. 


Tar Montreal Witness says that the sacrilegious act of the 
city of Paris in removing the name of the deity from the 
primers used in the Parisian schools will certainly meet with 
divine vengeance. This, of course, is authoritativ. 


A NEW thirty-two page quarto catalog of the Truth Seeker . 
Company's publications has just been printed, and will be 
sent free upon application. 

-e 
Lectures and Meetings. 


Mr. AND Mns. C. B. REYNoLDs will be in Toronto, Canada, 
during May. Mrs. Reynolds will lecture there on Sunday, 
May 2d, giving “A Woman's Reasons for the Gospel of 
Humanity. May 9th Mr, Reynolds will preside at the 
“ Trial of Satan," and endeavor to determin whether he is 
really black or only so painted by the theologians. Mrs. 
Reynolds wil! speak again on the 16th, and the 28d will be 
used by Mr. Reynolds. Previous to his visit to Toronto Mr. 
Reynolds will make a trip to Michigan. Canadian societies 
desiring his services will please address him care of J. Har- 
rison, 77 Richmond street, West, Toronto. 


J. E. Remspure, having filled his engagements in Mis- 
souri, now goes to Texas, where he will deliver fifty lectures. 
His dates, as far as arranged, are as follows : 


DeniBOR......- eisees eo ete rois eee nhan as aeo ead aute Fri., Apr. 16th. 
"Trenton. . 4... eee eeecote s oye tho doge Sat., Sun., 17th, 18th. 
Terrell................... Tues., Wed., Thur., 20th, 21st, 22d. 
YD Á— Fri., 28d. 
Henrietta............eeeeeeceeeeenen nnn Sat., Sun., 24th, 25th. 
Fort Worth.. .Mon., Tues., Wed., 26th, 27th, 28th. 
Corsicana.. ..Thur., Fri., Sat., 29th, 30th, May 1st. 
Kerens e» hss ects coved sica sis ee du dna raa Sun., Mon., 2d, 8d. 
Waco —————— 9 Wed., 5th. 
Norse ....Thur., Fri., 6th, 7th. 
Granbury ....... 0. eeeesseeeecccetteeeeeeeeees Sat., Sun., 8th, 9th. 
San Antonio......... Tues., Wed., Thur., 11th, 12th, 18th. 
AUBEUD P A E save crane eeactaadtaadseicgeiss Fri., 14th. 
Walnut... eee etos uou esie in Sat., Sun., 15th, 16th. 
Houston. fies ccc edee eda oo e e eee ro oon arse Pooh annis Mon., 17th. 
LivingstOn.......cccceescccceeesceeteeseseeeeseteeenenes ~Tues., 18th. 
Moscow............... en . Wed., Thur., 19th, 20th. 
Henderson..............eeeeeeeeeen ee Sat., Sun., 22d, 28d. 


FRIENDSHIP LIBERAL LEAGUE held a meeting in the hall at 
Ninth street and Girard avenue, Sunday evening, April 4th. 
Professor William D. Atkinson delivered a lecture on 
“Paleolithic Man of the Stone Age.” He said: “If it had 
not been for the discovery of implements of flint, stone, and 
bone, the paleolithic age would hav been an utter blank and 
paleolithic man would hav passed into oblivion. These 
stone sermons show the utter littleness of the dogma of man’s 
recent civilization. The man of the paleolithic age ex- 
perienced the glacial period. He attained his summit in 
that period and then passed away and a new man made his 
appearance. The paleolithic age then gave place to the neo- 
lithic age, or more particularly the reindeer period, called so 
on account of the numerous remains of reindeer that hav 
been found in England, Italy, and France. As the reindeer 
never abounds in the tropics, this proves that the glacial 
period extended far into the stone age. As the glacial 
period receded the reindeer and the paleolithic man receded 
with it. I believe to-day that the Esquimau is the descend- 
ant of the paleolithic man. The reindeer was to him as it is 
to the Laplander to-day—the most precious gift of nature.” 
The professor with the aid of the magic lantern showed 
several scenes from these two periods. 


W. S. BELL writes: ‘I left Chicago on the 5th inst. for the 
small town of Cherokee, near the northwestern corner of the 
state of Iowa, where I arrived next morning, and was met at 
the cars by our Liberal friend, Mr. Charles Goldsbury, a very 
prominent man and activ Liberal. The people here hav 
never heard a Liberal lecture, and, as a matter of course, the 
pious sort are scandalized, and don't see why such persons 
as Infidels are allowed to speak against the Bible and the 
church. 1 hav publicly offered to debate with any of the 
ministers of the town, but none of them can be induced to 
stand up for Jesus. If they do they want to stand up in the 
coward's castle, the pulpit, where they are in no danger. 
There was a time whan the cloth would show fight, a time 
when they would defend the church of the living God, but 
that time now seems to be past. A minister said to me the 
other day that he did not think any good would come out of 
such a discussion. I replied, Let me tell you a little fable: 
A hen went into the stall of a horse and said to him that she 
would not tread on his feet if he would not tread on hers ; 
‘For,’ she added, ‘no good can come out of our tramping on 
each other's feet. Wise old hen, wasn't she? I hav given 
three lectures here to crowded houses, which is a source of 
great pleasure to the speaker. My new lecture on ' Anti- 
prohibition, which I hav recently published, creates quite a 
great deal of discussion in this state, especially where they 
now hay an ironclad prohibition law. But it does not work. 
It is not a success and cannot be, I shall return to Chicago 
ina few days.” Mr. Bel's address is 802 State st., Chicago, 


Illinois. : 
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Letters from Sriends. — 


: Kent, O., April 4, 1886. 
Mr. Epiror: Having just read Chas. Remhard's strictures 
upon THE TRUTH SEEKER’s management for introducing 
“ repulsiv" pictures to its readers, I feel impelled to tell our 
yesterday's experience. Mr.B. F. Conaway, a former TRUTH 
SEEKER subscriber, who has been influenced to again renew 
because he appreciates your picture arguments, in company 
with the writer dedicated the day to TRUTH SEEKER work. 
Armed with Bishop Spalding's illustrated quotation and the 
telling cartoon, '* Where Moses Was When the Light Went 
Out," of your last issue, we went forth to win new friends for 
yowr paper, and in seven hours we secured as many new 
Subscribers. On another day the writer visited Ravenna 
equipped with the cartoon, ' A Contribution to the Irish 
Question," which was shown to fair-minded men, and in six 
half-hours your subscription-list and our club were aided by 
the addition of six new names and the necessary cash. 
Without exception, all saw the force and appropriate ness of 
the illustrated argument. Notwithstanding all objections, 
giv me the illustrated TRUTH SEEKER when I am called upon 
to work to gain new subscribers, for without their aid the 
work of canvassing is doubled. 
Yours for wise illustration of Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
Mars HEiGHTON. . 


FonEsT Grove, Or., Feb. 25, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $3.25, for which you 
wil please forward to my address for another year Tur 
TRUTH SEEKER, and the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL for 1886. 

Yes, I intend to take the fearless, outspoken, Catholic- 
demolishing, Protestant-leveling, grand old TRUTH SEEKER as 
long as reason holds its seat, and I intend to pay for it too. 
But if anything should happen that I could not pay for it, I 
most certainly would write tó you and accept your generous 
offer to pay when Icould. But Ihope you won't find many 
reduced to these extremities: There are lots of Liberals here, 
but somehow or other they do not appear to patronize Lib- 
eral papers very well. Ican't account for it. It is not for 
the lack of filthy lucre, I know, for many are in affluent cir- 
cumstances. I think there must be a power behind the 
throne or something of that sort. Mr. or Mrs. So-and-So 
might not like it, and then the devil would be to pay. Ihav 
very little patience with such. ‘Your illustrations are just 
grand. The idea of Thomas Paine’s works outweighing 
Beecher and Talmage, the old pope, cross and all, is aurely 
good enough; and then the imploring look of Paddy with 
his knee-breeches and hands clasped in agony looking after 
the wind-bags is another good one. You hav undoubtedly 
struck the keynote in thus illustrating Tne Trura SEEKER. 
A great many people like to read pictures, and children 
especially so. Thepaper will now reach that class, and there 
is no predicting the results for good and the spread of Lib- 
eral views, which I think are the only rational ones, and 
which I think will hav to come to the front or our nation 
and liberties will be swept into oblivion. Every TRUTH 
SEEKER that I get has got to do missionary work. I keep 
them going. This makes the bigots nervous, but then I am 
serene and happy. Tuos. G. Topp. 


West WInFIELp, N. Y., March..29, 1886. 
Mr. Epiror: I will say right here that I am well pleased 
with your paper, also the TRUTH SEEKER ÁNNUALS. I hav 
taken three years’ ANNUALS and bound them together with a 
small copper wire, and now they make a valuable book—the 
portraits of our own and foreign writers and speakers make 

it valuable to me. n D. E. F. Brazs. 

LEAVENWORTH, Kan., April 2, 1886. 
Mr. Eviror: As the success of any journal depends upon 
what its patrons think of it, and as some hav taken occasion 
to speak out against the cartoons, I wish to giv my opinion 
also, which is in favor of the illustrations for many reasons. 
_First, they show up theology in its true light, and to many 
that otherwise would never see it as it really is, absurd and 
spurious. George Krahmer, in No. 14, has some objection to 
the cartoons and apologizes for them to his friends, one of 
whom says, ‘‘ The picture was horrible." ‘‘ This,” he says, 
"has not encouraged me to solicit much since, especially 
among the ladies." Now we hav never yet seen any pictures 
in Tux Truru KreKkeR we thought more horrible to ladies 
than to gentlemen. Horrible! they are, we admit. But is 
not the thing they represent also horrible? It is impossible 
to make a nice picture of an ugly thing. The picture of 
* The Surprise Party" is both horrible and ridiculous, but 
we think not 80 much so as the damnable idea and falsehood 
it represents. ‘‘The Journey of Jonah" is not more ridic- 
ulous than the Bible account of the same, which is gulped 
down by many as easily as the fish swallowed Jonah. The 
picture of the pope is no more horrible than his rule. 
Brother Krahmer further says (and he has a right to his say 
and opinion, as any one): **I fail to learn how these pictures 
are to be productiv of any good,” etc. Well, first they reach 
the eyes of the children, and rouse a curiosity that the paper 
otherwise never could; they are quickly read and under- 
stood. Since the cartoons hav appeared my neighbors’ 
(church-members) children hav been anxious to see. them, 
and come to see ‘‘ what is in Taz TRUTH SEEKER this week;” 
and such questions as the following are asked: ‘‘Coulda 
man liv three days in a fish’s belly? What is sheol? Who 
built it? Who made the devil?” and many other of a like 
nature which we take pleasure in answering to the best of 
our ability, and the unanimous opinion is that “the Bible is 
a funny book and God a mighty mean man or thing." “Why 
not hav pictures in astronomy, geology, or botany, which 
would be more instructiv?” In answer we will say that such 
pictures are numerous elsewhere, and: those given in THE 


| TRUTH SzexxR nowhere else, and to make successful students | 


of astronomy ór geology they must first unlearn theology, 
which can be done in no better or speedier way than by study- 
ing the illustrations of Tur TRUTH BrExER. Therefore, we 
vote for their continuance. f H. H. Huronzson. 


Roonuzrrz, ILL., April 5, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: In view of the extended trip our worthy 
secretary now contemplates making in the “far West" and 
among strangers, I feel it a duty incumbent on me, for the 
benefit of those who will soon hav the pleasure of meeting 
him, to relate shortly the impression he made among all of us 
while here a few days. í i 
` Well, we enjoyed it thoroughly, and his visit was delight- 
ful. Our orthodox friends who attended the lectures hav 
now had occasion to learn that we hav indeed an intellectual 
and moral basis for our ** new religion," something they never 
dreamed of before. His first lecture, ‘‘The Demands of Hu- 
manity," was good, but the second one, ** The New Heaven 
and Earth," was grand. His manner of delivery is very 
agreeable, fluent, and earnest, showing entire self-possession, 
and using neither manuscript, notes, table, or pulpit.. He 
spoke nearly two hours, holding the entire audience spell- 
bound. I hav heard Phillips, Beecher, Tilton, Ingersoll, and 
many other famous orators, but, intellectually, hav never 
been better entertained in my life. This lecture covers nearly 
the whole ground of the Liberal work laid out, is bubbling 
over with sound argument, grand and self-evident truths, 
clinching logic; meets all the popular clamor and objections 
against the Secular movement, and presents our aim and 
philosophy in a light so reasonable and beautiful that, wher- 
ever delivered, it cannot help but do a vast amount of good. 
and largely increase the degree of respect and charity now 
entertained by Christian neighbors toward us. Wherever 
only one lecture is to be delivered, I trust our friends ‘‘ out 
West” will select this. 

Socially Brother Putnam is as genial and interesting as any 
guest it has ever been my privilege to entertain. He seems to 
be favored by Mother Nature with a free-and.easy disposi- 
tion, a sound constitution, and that greatest of all blessings, 
a good liver, and has the very agreeable faculty of being “at 
home” wherever he is entertained. 

T cordially recommend him, socially and intellectually, to 
the protection of our Western friends. Orro WETTSTEIN. 


Lanton, Mo., March 27, 1886. 

Mz. Epiror: After many months’ delay, I once more wish 
to say a few words to your readers. For the last five months 
the vicissitudes of life with myself and wife hav been very 
different from our previous married life, consisting of some 
over thirty-six years. We left our home at St. Johns, Il., 
the 22d of October last, on a visit. We first visited a brother 
inthis (Howell) county, Mo. From here we visited another 
brother, in Ozark county, Mo. From there we went to Jack- 
son county, Ark., where livs another brother. It had been 
nearly twenty-one years since I had been with this one, who 
resides in Arkansas, and near twenty-five since I had seen 
the one who livs in this county. We landed back home the 
16th of December, and commenced to make preparations to 
emigrate to our present place of residence, which was con- 
summated on the 18th of February. 

The design of coming to this rocky, rough country was in 
order to be benefited in health, our health having been very 
bad for several years. It is true, we feel somewhat lonely in 
our new locality, being isolated from all our children, and 
many Liberal friends left behind. But so is life, and a 
thought presents itself to me that our experience recently has 
been similar to one of old, whose. perambulating excursions 
are recorded in that book called the word of God. I now 
refer to his Satanic majesty, who on many occasions when 
the sons of the Lord congregated together (no doubt to dis- 
cuss plans for an expedition of plunder and murder)—any 
way, Satan was possessed of cheek and curiosity sufficient to 
present himself also, and, on being asked, ‘‘Whence comest 
thou ?” answered, From walking to and fro up and down the 
earth. So hav we been traveling up and down on the cars, 
and hav come in contact with many differently-constituted 
minds, .and hav been confirmed in my partially-previous 
opinion that, if Christianity is not a disease, it is something 
detrimental to progress, and consequently to happiness. 

Saturday, Feb. 13th, at 8 P.M., our able friend, W. S. Bell, 
delivered an address at the City Hall, Du Quoin, Il., to the 
organization of the K. of L., which, so faras I could learn, 
gave satisfaction. By the way, let me say that Brother Bell 


_is an easy and fluent speaker. In addition to this he is a very 


congenial companion in conversation. It has been my good 
fortune to hear him deliver two lectures, seven years ago, at 
Du Quoin, also two this visit he made us. In February his 
second lecture was on the afternoon of the 14th, at the school- 
house of St. John's, Ill. 
rality." An English friend, who is pretty well versed on gen- 
eral subjects, said to me it was the best lecture he ever heard. 
Being now located in a part of the state of Missouri where no 
Freethinker's voice has ever been heard in public, I fear 
that we will not hav the pleasure of ever seeing Brother Bell 
again in earth life; and as for a prospectiv future, Brother 
Bell and myself hav not yet learned sufficient to pretend to 
giv any information, or speculate, or dogmatize. As yet to 
us that is an unknown region. But I will say this, that, if I 
am situated where we at present are not benefited by Free- 
thought lecturers, while I hav the gift of speech, and occa- 
sion requires it, I will be heard in private conversation main- 
taining truth against error. 

Ihav not time to wait to learn whether so-called Infidelity 
is popular or unpopular in the vicinity of my new location. 
It is enough for me to know that Christianity is a gigantic 
fraud to oppose the blighting influence. Neither hav I 
time or patience to enter into the insignificant fault-finding 
between Materialist and Spiritualist. Oh, how long will it 


His subject was ** Liberty and Mo- 


take for tliose claiming to be Liberalsto be emancipated from: 


the dregs of religious prejudice? At the risk of being 


thought dictatorial, I will say to my Brother Materialists, we - 


hav no fight, or at least we should hav none, with our 
brothers and sisters of the Spiritualist persuasion. Are not 
& great majority of them doing as good and noble work in 
the field of Liberalism as we Materialists are? It appears to 
me anyone whose mind is stored with a general knowledge 
in regard to the matter, and is not contracted with some pet. 
hobby, can discover this fact. Although I hav not yet 
learned that we will survive the dissolution of the body, or 
that spirits exist and can communicate, I think it would be 
presumptuous in me to say no one else-has ever learned those 
things. No, I will leave those responsibilities for more dar- 
ing ones to perform. I am not yet prepared for such an 
emergency. I greatly desire to see those claiming the name 


1 


Liberals grow out and stand above such ostracism. Some ` 


among both wings of Liberalism are even so sensitiv as to 
seem to be jealous of our worthy editor, insinuating that he 
is partial in publishing letters. Now, I lay no claim to extra 
insight, but I do take great care to read the items of corre- 
spondence, and, for the life of me, I cannot discover wherein 
Brother Macdonald fails to do his duty as one among the 
most impartial editors I hav.ever read the writings of. On 
this subject I will now giv you all a rest, hoping never to 
hav occasion to refer to it again, for to me it is by no means 
pleasant. i 

I read with pleasure the letter of onr esteemed co-worker, 
Dr. York, who is battling against superstition in a foreign 
land; also the letter of Mrs. York. No doubt in my mind 
we hav hundreds. of Liberal women who would be an honor 
to our cause as writers if they would only apply themselvs to 
that work. Ireceived two letters from Mrs. Mellie Newkirk, 
of Illinois, last fall, just previous to starting on our visit. 


We took the letters with us, and took pride in presenting _ 
them to our relative and friends, in order that they could see ~ 


the intelligence of women who were developed from the: 


clutches of the church and teachings of priestcraft. I do 
think that women that are so gifted should feel it at least a 
duty to giv to the public more of the productions of their 
fruitful minds. 

Dear old TRUTH SEEKER, it has been several months since I 
hav said anything through your columns, which to me and 
family hav became so very dear that it seems to us to be es- 
sential to our happiness to read its pages, which we hav 
been doing over twelve years. 

My subscription expires the 4th of April. 
will find $2, which will pay to Jan. 1, 1887; also $1, for 


Inclosed you - 


which send me the ANNUAL for 1886; also the ‘‘ Order of Cre- > 


ation” and *' Bible Morals,” all included, $3. 
Wishing you a long and useful life, I remain 
Yours fraternally, WM. A. Trompson. 


Roox IsraNp, ILL., March 31, 286. 
Mr. Epiror: You will see by your books that I hav long 
been a reader of the grand old TRUTH ÉBxzrxER—grand for 
many reasons. 


of purpose that caused him to face a thirteen months’ im- 
prisonment in Albany penitentiary in the interest of truth, 
Science, and a free press, rather than truckle to that iniquity 
of all iniquities—the Christian church, that fruitful mother 
of superstition, ignorance, and crime. It was too late in the 
nineteenth century to pile the green wood about the grand 
old.hero's body, so they did the next best thing they could 
under the circumstances. 
course pursued by TuE Teurs SzkKEn editor in this. He seems 
to giv a respectful attention to all phases of Liberal thought. 
The reports of the Manhattan Liberal Club, I think, are 
especially interesting. When will the Christian minister 
standing in a Christian pulpit dare invite a ten minutes’ crit- 
icism from his audience of his last hour’s mystification of the 


word of God. I think the Tent enterprise of last season, 


whether a financial success or not, is one of the best ways of 
reaching a class of people that could not be reached in any 
other way. The great misfortune to humanity is the Chris- 
tian church gets hold of nearly every child, and in their 
Sunday-schools his mind is. perfectly demoralized. They. 
are made to believe that a man can go straight up to heaven 
with a coach-and-four starting from Wall street, New York. 
If the little ones of America could be gathered together every 
Sunday for an hour and be taught by men and women to 
believe. the universe is governed by law, ignorance and 
superstition would vanish as the mists of night flee before 
the rising sun. This theme is endless, so 1 must break the 
connection here. Inclosed please find money order to renew 


my subscription and for a few other things, per memoranda. | 


Yours, for the advancement of truth and science, 
J. L. Bean. 


, MixpEN, Nxs., March 27, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: Several of your valuable papers having come 
into my hands through Liberal friends, and not seeing 
any communications from this part of Nebraska, I thought I 
would endeavor to giv you a fewitems. I was visiting a 
Free Methodist neighbor the other day, and while there 
picked up a paper (the Free Methodist) published at Chicago. 
My attention was soon attracted to an article entitled, '* A. 
Plea for our Denominational Schools." I read it, and was 
surprised at the outspoken language used in that ‘‘plea” 
against their people sending their children to the common 
schools. 
gard to the handful of that denomination living in our own 
school district. 
had school in a sod school-house, and they held their meet- 
ings there without opposition till last fall, when we built a 
nice frame house, and the school board refused to giv them 
leave to hold a protracted meeting in it. Now they hav sent 
off to one of their denominational schools at Orleans, Neb., 


Oe 


I hav been well pleased with the. 


First, because D. M. Bennett, its first editor, ` 
was a noble specimen of humanity. He had that integrity | 


And now Iam going to giv you a few facts in re- ` 


Ever since we organized a district we hav . 
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nearly as much money as our house cost, and they are still 


dependent on our school-house for their meetings. Not be- 
ing satisfied with the decision of the board, they circulated a 
petition in the district to hav the house opened to. moral 
meetings (which meant their meetings, of course), and 
through misrepresentations of one kind and another got 
most of the voters of the district to sign it. Then they held 
a protracted meeting eight weeks with very little effect, and 
: when they got through the house would not hav been healthy 
for pigs. Each night they would take for their.text, tobacco, 
and hammer away, and, of course, the boys who used to- 
bacco would do their best to use as much as possible while 
they talked. Now, it does seem strange to me that decent 
people must be taxed to build and keep up a school-house to 
be ruined and torn down by Christianity. I do not see why 
our legislators should not pass a law saying whether or not 
our school-houses are school-houses or church houses. 
Yours, D. S. Nzwsorp. 


Barre, Mass, March 29, 286. 

Mr. Eprron: If A. Bates" (Homer, N. Y.) has “taken 
your valuable sheet for seven or eight years," he cannot hav 
read it very carefully, else why does he inquire in March 28th, 
“I would like to ask Ella Gibson why she is willing to take 
Mr. Truesdell’s statement that he does it, and not put him to 
ihe test," since not taking his statement, and putting him to 
the test, is the very thing I claim to hav done in Tar TaurH 
SEExER of December 5, 1885; January 23, 1886; February 
27, 1886, to which numbers I would most respectfully refer 
A. Bates, asking him to read carefully and weigh candidly 
before again accusing me of believing instead of knowing. 
Is not almost my entire ‘‘ Barre Seances,” in Dec. 5th, test that 
Isaw with my own eyes? He can doubt my word and abil- 
ity, but how can he doubt my statement? Did not I say in 
January 28d, in reply to Mr. Burdick's flings and assertions 
of what he knew that Ella Gibson knew, which made me out 
a hypocrit and liar, that I “did not take ‘Mr. Truesdell’s as- 
sertions,’ but the evidence of my ‘own senses instead ;' " and 
then, again, as recently as February 27th, in answer to re- 
peated false statements, similar to the one I am now refuting, 
. did I not restate that I did not take Mr. Truesdell's word 
alone for my authority, but knew for myself by saying: “I 


know Mr. Truesdell performed the manifestations himself in: 


the case contested, Ae did not tell me so for I saw him do them," 
and then I detail how I saw him do them, and yet in the face 
of all this authority for my knowledge of these facts, A. 
Bates calls out: ‘I would like to ask why she is willing to 
take his statement that he does it and not put him to the 
test ?” 

Verily, verily, A. Bates’s taking Tue TRUTH SEEKER for 
seven or eight years bas been with little profit, in this case, 
if he has read so carelessly as not to understand that I did 
tt put Mr. Truesdell to the test,” and did not ‘take his state- 
ment,” but had him come to my home for the very purpose 

‘of this trial, which has satisfied me fully. How many times 
more shall I hav to burden Tug Truru SEEKER with my reit- 

_ erations that I ‘‘saw with my own eyes, and tested Mr. Trues- 
dell beyond a doubt, others seeing also." Erta E. Ginson. 


VzEsTULA, IND., March 25, 1886. . 

Me. Eprron: The inclosed is for three copies of the last 
'lTaurn Seeker (March 20th) It contains many articles of 
merit, as is always the case with every number, but the prize 
piece is M. R. Teesdale's reply to John Hindman, the twelve- 
thousand-mile man. One would think Hindman would now 
let silence proclaim his wisdom (?) for & short time at least. 
Your readers out here are waiting anxiously for his diugram. 
The illustrations in Tux TRUTH SEEKER are just the thing; 
they place the paper beyond comparison with any other Lib- 
eral journal in the world. Watson Heston is indeed a 
grand artist. What has become of M. Babcock? Every 
sentence he used to write was a gem of itself. 

Iwill close by asking some of your scientific readers to 
please explain why the moon looks the largest when it first 
rises, and, second, what causes the roaring in our lakes when 
they are covered with ice. Miss E. M. BERRY. 

Parsons, Kan., March 29, 286. 

Mr. Eprror: I see my time is up forthe paper. Iuclosed 
find $3. I had the promis of two more subscribers, but 
- times are terribly hard, and they can’t send at present. 

We had three good lectures here this winter, by J. L. An- 
drew, that did good work. The next week after Mr. 
Andrew’s lectures Mr. I. E. Wilson, a farmer friend of mine, 
had a four nights’ debate with a Dunkard preacher six miles 
northeast of Parsons, on the ‘‘Inspiration of the Bible.” 
The house was crowded every night. Mr. Wilson is a calm, 
clear reasoner, and all admitted that he was too much for the 
preacher. The debate ended Saturday night. Sunday night 
a Methodist preacher gave a lecture on the same subject, 
and put in most of his time in personal abuse of Ingersoll. 
Fine argument to prove tbe Bible the word of God! 

On Monday night another sky-pilot spoke for three hours. 
Nearly all of his discourse, also, was personal abuse of Infi- 
dels, and falsehoods. When he was through I asked for the 
school-house Wednesday night. Two of the school board 
gaye their consent. One old man jumped up and objected. 

I got the house, but it rained very hard, and the crowd was 
not large. I spoke abont an hour—every blow square: from 
the shoulder. Mr. Wilson asked for the school-house the 
next Sunday night, but two of the school board were church- 
members. They had had enough. So they refused to let 
him hay the house, and took refuge in the coward’s castle. 

I write this to let you see we are not idle, and we are gain- 
ing ground steadily. . When I settled here sixteen years ago 
I was the only Infidel in the neighborhood. Now I hav lots 
of Infidel neighbors, and, best of all, nearly every young man 
and boy here is an Infidel. The old men we can’t change, 
but we are getting all the boys. We should minm be kind 


to the young folks; giv them something to read, and start 
them to thinking. Get the young with us, and the old ur 
soon die off. 

I want to say to our Liberal lecturers that we old Infidel 
farmers are like John the Baptist—preparing the way before 
them. Success to Taz TRUTH BSEEKER. J. F. Harris. 


MzmrpEN, Cons., March 27, 1886. 

Me. Eprror: More than forty years ago there were but 
three churches, and two secret societies requiring as a condi- 
tion of membership a belief in the Bible being a divine revela- 
tion from God, and but one fearless, outspoken Infidel, in our 
town. The disciples of the Second-Advent-mills pitched 
their tent on one of our highest hills and principal street and 
hung their prophetic banners on its canvased back walls, 
warning our people of the second coming of Christ and urg- 
ing them to flee from the wrath to come and singing: 

O ye young, ye gay, ye proud! 
"When you die you'll wear the shroud. 
Then you'll cry and want to be 
Happy in eternity. 

One of the most conspicuous revivalists, a middle-aged 
Scotchman, after delivering an earnest prayer, rousing the 
large audience up to the utmost enthusiasm, would wave 
them to thcir feet with: 

On Jordan’s stormy ae I stand and cast-a wishful eye 
To Canaan’s fair and happy land where my possessions lie. 
O Canaan, bright Canaan, I’m bound for the land of Canaan. 


When you hav been there ten thousand years, bright, shining as the 
sun, 


You hav no less đays to sing God’s praise than when you first begun. 

(Only think of Jonah in the last TRUTH SEEKER sitting for- 
ever in that hot sun.) Not being content with obeying the Bible’ 
injunction of multiplying the earth with about a dozen chil- 
dren, his days were soon numbered here, he having disgraced 
one of our most respectable widow’s families by seducing one 
of her daughters, then added insult to the outrage by pub- 
lishing à chapter from divine revelation about harlots betray- 
ing the sons of God. Up to the time when Colonel Ingersoll 
delivered his first lecture here a few years ago about the 
** Gods" and ‘ Ghosts,” the truly good people of God hav 
had their own undisputed way, and told the same old Story, 
built ten or & dozen churches, organized fifteen or twenty 
more secret societies, and continue to camp out every year, 
not on Jordan's stormy banks in the New Jerusalem, but 
down in Old Haddam on the Connecticut river, to preach 
about and pray for the coming of that fellow in the clouds to 
knock everything and everybody into smithers for the espe- 
cial benefit of the select few that he has fooled so many times. 

After forty years of travel through the wilderness of super- 
stition and credulity, 

The morning light is breaking, 
The darkness disappears, 
And Zion’s sons are waking 
To crocodile’s tears 

over the boys selling papers and the cars running through 
town on Monday, and the lectures of Ingersoll, Underwood, 
and Remsburg—the last of which was delivered in the larg- 
est hall in town before a large and appreciativ audience two 
weeks ago, notwithstanding Emma Abbott with her English 
opéra troupe performed at our opera house and one of our 
prominent clergymen lectured on London the same evening. 
If either of the gentlemen favors us with his presence again 
he will no doubt be welcomed with much larger audiences, 
for instead of one Infidel we hav hundreds of them now, and 
the people are getting tired of spending their money on 
monstrous claims as false as sheol and a fabled heaven that 
has not as much substance as the fuintest glimmer of moon- 
shine. Herewith please find draft for $10, for which please 
send Tue TRUTH SEEKER as indicated, ‘‘ The Order of Crea- 
tion,” Ingersoll’s Tributes, and Watts’s Annual; balance to 
Bruno Fund. Truly yours, N. F. Griswotn. 


: Martand, Mo., April 4, 1886. 
Mr. Epiror: Fora long time I hav been convinced that 
Liberals as such should take a more decided position and de- 
mand the recognition of their principles in such a way as 
would bring practical results. Our principles and demands 
are right and just, and for the best good of the most people, 
and when they are once brought squarely before the people 
in a way that all will hear them, they will be weighed by 
them and we need hav no fear of the results. My experience 
is that when you can get people to hear and read our princi- 
ples and reflect upon them we are always the gainers. What 
we want is discussion and ventilation of our principles. , And 
here let me ask, by what means could this be more thoroughly 
done than by political campaigns? At the next presidential 
election put our man up for president and make the race with 
the Nine Demands of Liberalism as our platform. We 
might not, nor do we expect to, elect him, though the result 
might surprise many of us very much. Many a man who 
now goes quietly along doing: his own thinking and saying 
nothing would slip in a vote, and we would find many more 
to really be Liberals whom we had previously thought to be 
Christians; while the bringing forth upon the stump in 
every town and. village such facts as are brought forth in the 
addresses of Messrs. Duryea, Wakeman, and .Hawes before 
the Ways and Means Committee of the New York Assembly 
would be fraught with such results as would astonish even 
the Liberals themselvs. Our people are quick to see their 
own interests when they once hav it brought squarely before 
them and are equally as quick to adopt them when once 
seen. And again let me ask, by what means could these 
things be more quickly and thoroughly brought before the 
people than by a political campaign? Our first candidate 
might be beaten, but I do not believe the second one could 
be. With such a man as Ingersoll at the hcad, and such men 
28 Wakeman, Remsburg, Jamieson, Bell, Peck, and scores of 
others that we know, and many others that now we donot 
know, to stump every state, the results would be a surprise 
and of vast importance. It might be argued tbat we are not 


sufficiently organized, but would not this be the quickest and 
surest means of organization? Let us hear from others. 
H. B. MAXWELL. 


Braox Hrirrs, Dax., March 7, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: As I hav for the last two years been a sub- 
scriber to Tue Trura SEEKER, and feel a steadily growing 
interest in it and the cause it defends, I would like to say a 
few words about this place. Lead City is a little mining town 
with about 1,600 people, but has in spite of its small size no 
less than three.churches;-so you see the church is strongly 
represented here. But it is seldom any service is held in 
these churches, from which I conclude that orthodoxy has a 
far weaker hold on the minds of the people than its buildings 
are made to show. I hav been distributing some copies of 
Tre TRUTH SEEKER and tracts, but not with much effect. 
With others I hav been arguing on religion, often in a pretty ` 
hot discussion, and although they used the best of Bible argu- 
ments, common sense has set many of them thinking, and a 
few hav been convinced of their error. We hav some Lib- 
erals, but not many of them outspoken in that line for fear of 
being disfavored by the Christians. There is also a hall 
called the Miners’ Union Hall, where a Freethought lecturer 
could speak to a large audience, if we could get the lecturer. 
Imyself was once a Christian religionist, but, being fond of 
reading, I happened to get hold of TuE Trouru SEEKER and 
read some of Ingersoll’s books, and read them over and 
thought over them, finding the Bible inconsistent with every 
principle of science, justice, and common sense, and so I 
threw the old superstition away, and asserted the Liberal ~ 
doctrins as expounded in your paper, and which in my hum- 
ble opinion is the way Mother Nature has destined for her 
children. How much much more glorious, is it not, how 
much more pleasant and peaceful to the mind, to believe in 


‘her teachings rather than the horrible and cruel creeds of the 


Christian religion ? E. PEDERSEN. 


. West Sorron, Mass., March 1, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: Inclosed please find $8 for Tux 'TuuTH 
SEEKER another year, and $2 for ‘‘ Men, Women, and Gods,” 
the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL," ‘Sabbath Breaking," and 
“ Bible Morals.” j 

It is quite difficult to obtain subscriptions here for Tue 
TRUTH SEEKER. Most of the people are a short-eared kind 
of Balaams, who choose to be ridden by expounders of the 
hard-shellism. 

I hope the day will come when Tug Tuorn Seker will 
gain the victory, and the people rejoice to experience the 
freedom of its Nine Demands fer equal rights and justice, 
and when its demands will be extended to the rights of 
women. ,Grant strong-minded girls and women liberty and 
equality, and see how many liv old maids intentionally. 

J. E. Prrrs. 


SALAMANOA, N. Y., April 1, 1880. 
Mr. Eprror: Permit me to announce through the columns 
of Tug Trurn Serrar that the April number of the Free- 
thinkers’ Magazine contains Thaddeus B. Wakeman’s great 
speech on ‘The Political and Social Dreams of Thomas 
Paine,” the same as heretofore published in Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER, in clear, large type, revised by the author, with ex- 
planatory foot-notes added; also this number contains the 
able Memorial Address recently delivered by L. K. Washburn, 
on the life and character of Elizur Wright, in Paine Hall, 
Boston, before the Ingersoll Secular Society; also an essay 
by Hon. A. B. Bradford on ** The Fall of Man and Endless 
Punishment," an article by J. Wm. Lloyd on “ Religion,” 
and an original poem by Courtlandt Palmer, entitled, '* An 
Easter Rhapsody," besides much more valuable reading mat- 
ter. The price of the number is 25 cents, and it can be had 

at Tug Trora SEEKER office or of the publisher, 
H H. L. Green. 


GREELEY, CoL., April 5, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: Please find inclosed 75 cents for ANNUAL 
and ‘‘Men Women, and Gods.” ihava good many back 
numbers of Tae TRUTH SEEKER and a few numbers of Free- 
thinkers’ Magazine, which I will send to any Freethought 
lecturer for distribution, if the lecturer will giv me his ad- 
dress. 

This is quite 2 Liberal town, and if Putnam, on his way to 
the far West, will stop here, I think he will meet with a host 


of friends, and perhaps financial success. 
J. W. Lercaro. 


Junotion Orry, Kan., March 27, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: Mr. S. G. Winters, of Miltonvale, Kan., for 
seven years a subscriber to the old TRUTH SEEKER, passed to 
the land ‘‘ beyond the river" on February 26th last, his wife 
having passed over about three months before. Mr. Winters 
was one of the few outspoken, true Liberals of Kansas, and 
would always giv for the struggling cause of universal liberty 
freely. He was one of the true nobility of nature, and the 
weary lecturer always found a havcn of rest and welcome in 

his humble Western home. D. C. Szxmour. 


Newvron, Kax., March 27, 1886. 
Mr. Eprron: C. W. Stewart, of Liberal, Mo., has just 
closed a course of lectures here on ‘“ Evolution.” The 
meetings were largely attended by the most respectable and 
intelligent citizens of our city. Mr. Stewart was highly 
recommended to us by J. E. Remsburg, of Atchison, who 
also gave us a course of lectures last fall. Our expectations 
were more than realized in Mr. Stewart as a gentleman, a 
fine scholar, and an able advocate of the doctrin of evolu- 
tion. He makes strong points and he has the happy faculty 
of making what has generally been considered an intricate 
and complex subjeet quite plain and highly interesting to 
his hearers. Those who desire to hear truth fairly and con- 
vincingly presented will do well to employ this able defender 

of progressiv principles. Yours for Freethought, J. I, R, 
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Children’s Qorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


** Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


The Silver Lining. 


A fisherman sat at his door one day 
Watching the clouds that, heavy and gray, 
Obscured the sunlight’s shining ; 
And he said to Bright Eyes at his knee, 
“Took yonder in the west and see 
The cloud with a silver lining.” 


I think when our skies are cold and gray, 

And we vainly seek to find the way, 
Somewhere the light is shining. 

If we bravely resolve to do our part, 

And bear our griefs with a patient heart, 
And free from all repining, 


We shall be led to a higher way, 
To a better work than we do to-day, 
And find love's sunlight shining; 
For truth of spirit and strength of soul 
Will make the darkest cloud unroll, 
And show its silver lining. 
0 e 


Remember, Boys Make Men. 


When you see a ragged u-chin 
Standing wistful in the street, 
With torn hat and kneeless trousers, 
Dirty face and bare red feet, 
Pass not by the child unheeding ; 
Smile upon him. Mark me, when 
He's grown he'll not forget it ; 
For, remember, boys make men. 


When the buoyant, youthful spirits 
Overflow in boyish freak, 

Chide your child in gentle accents ; 
Do notin your anger speak. 

You must sow in youthful bosoms 
Seeds of tender mercies; then 

Plants will grow and bear good fruitage, 
When the erring boys are men. 


Hav you never seen a grandaire, 
With his eyes aglow with joy, 

Bring to mind some act of kindness— 
Something said to him, a boy? 

Or relate some slight or coldness, 
With a brow all clouded, when 

He said they were too thoughtless 
To remember boys make men? 


Let us try to add some pleasures 
To the life of every boy; 

For each child needs tender interest 
In its sorrows and its joys; 

Call your boys home by its brightness, 
They!ll avoid a gloomy den, 

And seek for comfort elsewhere— 
And remeinber, boys make men. 

1 


Androclus. 


Androclus was a Roman slave, and is said 
to hav lived in the early part of the first cen- 
tury. 

His master, as the story goes, was very un- 
kind and tyrannical toward him. One day 
when he could bear the insults and severity 
of his master no longer, he ran away. A 
search was made for him, and he was capt- 
ured and returned to his cruel owner, who 
to punish him and set an example for other 
slaves condemned him to be devoured by 
wild beasts in a circus. Sadly Androclus 
awaited his fate, from which, it seemed, there 
was no redress or reprieve. At length the 
fateful day arrived, and Androclus was led, 
fainting and trembling, into the arena, where 
at the same time a hungry lion, almost starved 
for the very occasion, was loosed from his 
cage to meet and tear instantly in pieces the 
unhappy slave. But what was the amaze- 


. ment of the people who had gathered to wit- 


ness the scene to see the starving lion rush 
fiercely forward, and thon pansing, walk 
gently toward Androclus and affectionately 
lick his hand, caressing thus in his dumb way 
the victim placed there to appease his hunger! 


_The audience sat in speechless bewilderment 


for a moment, and then cheer upon cheer rent 
the air as Androclus patted the head of the 
lion, returning his mute caress. 

The story coming to the ears of the emperor, 
he sent for Androclus, and inquired if he 
could tell the reason of the action of the lion. 
Androclus then related that when he ran 
away from his master he sought refuge ina 
cave. After awhile a lion camc in limping. 
Something seemed to be the matter with his 
leg, and he was apparently sufferiug terribly. 
Instead of attacking the man, as one would 
suppose he would do, he held up his paw and 
moaned. Androclus examined the paw and 
found it pierced by a thorn, which he care- 
fully extracted. The lion appeared grateful 
for the relief from pain, and made no effort to 
hurt him, but, on the contrary, he attached 
himself to the man, and brought him food, 
and by his conduct manifested a desire for 
his companionship and friendship. When 


Androclus was.captured the lion was taken 
also, but it was not known that the two were 
friends. 

The emperor was so pleased with the story 
that he ordered Androclus to be set at liberty, 
and presented him with the lion, who ever 
afterward followed him everywhere he went, 
his most faithful friend and attendant. 

This story illustrates the fact that kindness 
and good deeds, done even to animals, hav a 
wonderful power. We are never sorry for 
being kind, but unkindness brings not only 
sorrow to others, but many regrets to all con- 
cerned. S. H. W. 

Een c aol d — 
Ow Puzzle Box. 
1.—EN1GMA. 

Iam composed of 10letters. My 1, 5, 6,7 
isa part of a house. My 2, 8, 4, a kind of & 
tree. My 8, 9, 10, 7, 3, is an instrument to 
handle fire or metals. My whole is the name 


of & revolutionary general. 
Lyons, N. Y. 


2.—MATHEMATIOAL. 


A tree is 100 feet high, and breaks off so 
the point strikes the ground 60 feet from the 
root of the tree, the piece that breaks off still 
remaining connected with the stump. How 
high is the stump? Wu. Scorr. 

Osceola Mills, Pa. 


3.—OONUNDRUM. 


A. monkey’s mental powers 
Are rated very low; 
The two you see you’ll admit to be 
` Half-witted, anyhow. 


4.—CONUNDRUM. 


What city ? 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN THE OHILDREN'8 OORNER, 
APRIL 8, 1886. 
1.-Supseor, CATARAOT. 


First View: 1. Cat. 2. Ara (The Altar— 
Ast). 3. ct. (cent). 

Second, View: 1. Cat. 2. Rat (tar, reversed). 
3. Act. 


Third View: 1. Carat (reversed). 2. Ara 


(c-ara-t). 3. Car (Charles’s 
Wain). 4. Rat. 5. Ca- 
Arac)-t, ca-t. 


2.-Legibility, eligibility, divisibility, incom- 
patibility, plausibility, sensibility, indivisibil- 
ity, impassibility, compressibility, defensi- 
bility. 3.-They are going to sail 'em. 
SorvEns.—Lydia Šecord. Jarvis Hender- 


son. 
———— 99$ -.9— ———————— 


Chat With Puzzlers and Others. 


H.—When is the time to write? you in- 
quire. Just when you are in the mood, and 
opportunity offers. 


BAKER.—Y our explanation in last letter is 
just right, and accords with our own view of 
the subject. Men and women are not unrea- 
soning brutes, or should not be, but should 
be governed in all things by judgment and 
intellect. 


RarPu inquires what it means that so large 
a number of our correspondents are girls. It 
means that the girls of to-day foreshadow the 
women of to-morrow, who will be brave, 
true, intelligent Freethinkers, and not sup- 
porters of the church and a false religion. 


T. B.—You ask what we consider a good 
puzzle. To fit our Corner it must not be too 
long or difficult, and so cleverly and ingen- 
iously constructed that there shall be nothing 
hidden or ambiguous about the solution. It 


should be original, instru:tiv, and not too 


obscure in meaning. 


Our little friends must not be impatient if. 


they do not see their letters in print immedi- 
ately. They wil appear in due time, as 
space permits, Ep. C. C. 


Correspondence. : 


GipkoN, Kan., March 18, 1886. 
Dear Miss Wixon: My grandpa has taken 
Tur TnurH SEEKRE for three years, and I 
think the Children’s Corner very nice. This 
is my first letter. I am eleven years old, and 
go to school every day. I study reading and 
arithmetic and geography. I think I hav 
written enough for this time, and if you can 
read it I would like for you to print it, and I 
will do better next time. 
Yours truly, 
MILLERStTowN, March 18, 1886. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I saw so many little 
girls writing I thought I would write too. I 
am eleven years old, and I hav one brother. 
He is fourteen years old. I go to school, and 
am in the Third Reader. Papa got ‘ The 
Story Hour” for us, and I like it very much. 
I like the Children’s Corner. I hav two birds, 
one cat, and one dog. Well, I must close for 
this time. Yours truly, 
GnaoIE M: Jounson. 


SaARRY WATKINS. 


Twin Mounp, Kan., March 20. 1886. 
Dear Miss Wixon: Father takes Tur 
Truru SEEKER and I thought I would write 
to you. I am nine years old and I go to 
school and study the Fourth Rea:ler, and 
arithmetic, and geography, and spelling. We 
liv on a farm twenty miles from Lawrence 
and about the same from Topeka. I think 
the- pictures are very funny. This place is 
called Twin Mound because there are two 

mounds alike. Om Hiatr. 


Parsons, Kan., March 28, 1886. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: I am a reader of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER and I thought I would write a 
few lines for it. Iam eleven years old and 
five feet and three inches in hight. I go to 
school in the highest room in our building, 
and am in next to the highest class. We 
only hav four teachers besides the principal. 
I like to read the Children's Corner, and I 
think the picturcs of Jonah are very funny. I 
think I hav written enough this time. and if 
you think this worth printing I would like to 
see it in print. From your friend, 

BLANogE WELLINGTON. 
Kerns, Texas, March 19, 1886. 

Dear Miss Wixon: My papa has taken 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER ever since the first copy, 
and I hav never been taught to believe the 
Bible. I never attended a Sunday-school in 
my life, but hav been to church through 
curiosity. I like to read the Children’s 
Corner. I am ten years old, and my name is 
Tom Paine Vaughn. I hav two sisters older 
than myself. hav no pets, but I hav two 
dolls that I love very much. My mamma 
and papa and my two aunts that are with us 
are Infidels, and not afraid to speak what 
they think. I hav made my letter long 
enough until I know whether -it will be ac- 
cepted or not. Tom Parne Vavan. 

CusszTA, Ga., Feb. 14, 1886. 

Dear Miss Susan: As I was to-day look- 
ing over THE TRUTH SEEKER, more especially 
the Children’s Corner, and hav nothing else 
to do, I will write to you. . 

We hav a fine school; it numbers sixty. 
Our principal is married. Cusseta is situated 
in the southwestern portion of Georgia; it has 
about six hundred inhabitants. I will attend 
the commencement in La Grange, Ga., this 
summer. I will close with much love, 

Rosa NELLE. 
New Mirronp, Pa., March 17, 1886. 

Drar Miss Wixon: My parents hav taken 
Tne Trora SEEKER ever since I can remem- 
ber. I never took much interest in it until 
you started the Children’s Corner. I think it 
is very nice. Iliv ona farm. We keep six- 
teen cows, make lots of butter, and send it to 
New York city. My parents come from the 
East. I often thought I should like to visit 
some of the places ying near the water. I 
think Onset must be a lovely place that you 
spoke of some time ago. A 

We hav your picture in the TRUTH SEEKER 
ANNUAL. I hope I may hav the pleasure of 
meeting you some time. 


I remain yours truly, Cora GRINNELL. 


New Mirronp, PA., March 16, 1886. 
Drar Miss Wrxon: Iam a little girl thir- 
teen years old. My father and mother hav 
separated, and I had no home. So one cold 
day in February (for it has been dreadful cold 
in northern Pennsylvania this winter) I 
started out to find a home. I came toa 
house that looked so warm and cosy. I went 
in to see if they would take a little girl to liv 
with them. lcould work some. They were 
very sorry for me, had me get warm, and 
gave me some dinner. They said I could 
come and liv with them. They are Free- 
thinkers and take THE TRUTH Sxrexer. I 
like the Children's Corner. I dearly like to 
read it. I like my new home, for they are 
kind to me. My new mother has named me 
May Grinnell. 1 think when I get to be a big 
girl I shall be a Freethinker. Bo good-by for 

this time. Your friend, 

May GRINNELL. 

‘ Hamitron, March 21, 1886. 
My Dear Miss Wixon: Weamuse ourselva 
on Sunday evenings by reading the Children’s 
Corner and trying to solve the puzzles. 
that we shall not hav THe TRUTH SEEKER 
much longer, for my father and mother are 
displeased with the pictures on the front page. 


I fear | 


I inclose you a puzzle we hav just made up. 
The answer to Diamond No. 2 is Paris. 
I remain, with best wishes, 
SYDNEY C. LITTLEHALES, aged 13. 


VERMONTVILLE, Mion., April 1, 1886. 
Drar Miss Wixon: I hav seen so many 
little letters in TRE Tauvm SEEKER that I 
thought I would liketo write one, too. Iam 
ten years old. Igotoschool. Ihavto goa 
mile. I hav been every day. Our teacher's 
name is Sarah Bobier. My papa takes THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. I like to read the Children's 
Corner. : 
Iam afraid I am getting my letter too long, 
so good-bye. lshould like to hav my letter 
published if you think it good enough. 
Yours truly, Ipa Muir. 


Harrineron, Neg., March 26, 1886. 
Drar Miss Wixon: I thought I would 

write to you. Iam twelve years old. . I hav 
been going to school, but we are having a va- 
cation. My father has taken Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER from the first number. He is a Free- 
thinker, and says he likes THe TRUTH SEEKER . 
better than any other paper he takes, and I 
like to look at the pictures and read the Chil- 
dren’s Corner. Well, I guess I will close, and 
if I see this in the Children’s Corner I will 
write again and try to do better. 

Yours ever truly, Dor R. Curas. 


Havana, Cuna, March 2, 1886. 

Ovr BELovEep Miss Wrxon: In the Boston 
Investicator of Feb. 24, 1886, page 4, I observe 
the following: “The objection is urged 
against Infidels that, while pulling down an- 
other system, they evince no desire to build 
up one of their own.” This reminds me of 
the old wall that once surrounded this city. 
Where the old wall once stood are built the 
finest edifices in Havana, and now there is no 
wall at all around the city. These finest edi- 
fices in place of the old wall are the same 
as would be colleges and other institutions of 
science and learning in place of the various 
systems of humbug called religion; and no 
wall (religion around the people) at all, in 
this age of the world, should be built around. 
the city. ^. 

The Rev. Kristofer Janson thinks that if & 
man will get drunk occasionally he can more 
readily believe in religion. See Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER, Jan. 9, 1886, p. 25. As soon as my 
papa saw it, he exclaimed, ** Yes, if a post be 
set firmly in the ground and tilted in any 
direction, it can then be more easily tilted in 
any other direction.” 

I herewith inclose you a silver milagro (mir- 
acle). It represents an eye. In this country 
the Christian dupe, if he has a sore eye, goes - 
to the Roman Catholic church and makes a 
promis to a saint, saying that if the saint will 
cure the eye, he will go to a silversmith, hav 
a milagro made and present it to the saint. 
When the eye gets well, he has the silver- 
smith make the milagro for a dollar orso, and 
he takes that milagro to the church and hangs 
it upon the saint. The priests collect the 
milagros from the saints and sell them as old 
silver, or gold, as the case may be, and thus 
gull the gawkies out of their money. These 
milagros are made to represent every organ of 
the human body, and to represent horses, 
dogs, and other animals, and in the same way 
are used for the same purpose. I will here 
take occasion to say that these milagros used 
in this way are just as efficient as are prayers, 
and yield a greater profit to the priest; and 
then in this country they constitute the prin- 
cipal source cf the silversmith's profits. So 

ou see that in this country Christianity is a ` 

ittle more nearly pure than it is in our own. 
benighted states. 

I will here take occasion to say to the very 
many friends from whom I hav received let- 
ters that I will answer them in due form be- 
fore we leave the island. 

Because of business, and rheumatism, with 
which papa is slightly beset, he says he thinks 
we will remain here till July. All who write 
me should inclose a five-cent stamp for return 
postage, and the amount of stamps on the en- 
velope should be fivecents. Hoping this may 
find you well and comfortable, 1 am for Miss 
Wixon and the Corner. 

Go. Sam NEWTON, 
Egido No. 2, Havana, Cuba. 


[Thanks for the milagro. It is another em- 
blem of the superstition that has enslaved 
millions, and which I am happy to know our 
young friend is trying to do his part in wiping 
out. —En. C. C.] 


EVERY LIBERAL Esses 


THE LIBERAL HYMN.BOOK. 150 Beautiful 
Songs of Liberty and Freethought, Read and 
sing them at home. Read and sing them at 
meetings. Teach them to the children, Price 
25 cents. Address TRUTH SEEKER, 

33 Clinton Place, New York. 


THE HANDY POCKET ACCOUNT-BOOK. 


CONTAINING FOUR PARTS, EACH IMPORTANT AND 
CONVENIENT ¥OR POCKET USE. 
Part I. shows plainly how to keep accounts. 
Part II. consists of business forms, as.notes, re- 
ceipts etc., useful rules, and tables for reference. 
: art III. shows why and how to write good let- 
ers. 
Part IV, consists of 48 blank pages, ruled for Dr. 
and Cr. Heavy paper,on which to keep accounts. 
Size, 6x 33-4 inches; 32 pages printed: bound 
with pocket and flap. Sold by dealers, or sent 
postpaid- on receipt of pr ce 50c, &ct. stamps ac- 
A 


BHOULD 


cepted. Agents wante nsold books return- 
able, money refunded. Address 
1t F. O. JOHNSON, Onalaska, Wis. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL, 
Price, 25 ovuta. à 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. - 
l OALIFORNIA. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
OANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto. 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 802 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
; KANSAS. 
Chris, Brown, Burlington. 


MAINE. 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
Mills). 


i MASSACHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
MIOHIGAN. 
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8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
‘MISSOURI. 
Dr. Wolff, 620 North 5th street, St. Louis. 
Joseph L. Andrew, Liberal. 
NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
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Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
-Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 
: OHIO. 

N. Hexter, 308 Supenor street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON. 

Wm. Chance, Astoria. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. : 
Dr. J. H. Rhodes, 315 North 10th st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. ` 
H: Clay Luse, Waynesburg. 
W. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
: TENNESSEE. - 
Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 
f TEXAS. 
F. T. Colwick, Norse. 


UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. . 
D. F. Keeler, Park City. 
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John A. Jost, Ogden. 
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 Mottoes for Freethinkers, 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards, which we offer for sale. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the “ God-bless-our- 
home" placards which disfigure the walls of so 
many houses, They are printed on heavy card- 
board, 9 inches by 221-2, The motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gram of U. M. L. The following are the various 
readings: 


Dene Cee ne cutee vosesecocsoso oon aS ee cece eeeeees eot. 


THE LIVING HAV A RIGHT TO CONTROL 
THE WORLD. 


SUPERSTITION IS THE CHILD OF SLAVERY. 


$t 


REASON IS THE LAMP OF THE MIND, 
THE ONLY TORCH OF PROGRESS. 


THE TIME TO BE HAPPY IS NOW, H 
AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY IS HERE. P 


NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE 
TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. 


THE WORLD IS MY COUNTRY; 
TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION. 


„The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents. 

For Freethought societies there is a large card 
22 x 15 inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading, containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Price, 30 
cents, Any of these will be sent postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. — 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Pl., New York City. 


ANEW PAMPHLET.—JUST OUT. 


‘ADEM! AND HEVA, 
BY S. P. PUTMAM. ; 
A poetic version of the Indian Story of the Gar- 


' . den of Eden, in which its superiority to the muti- 


Genesis legend—is shown, 
PRICE, 10 CENTS. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
88 Clinton Place, New York. 


lated copy—the 


. Price, Twenty-Five Cents. 
THE " 


TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 


— AND— 


FREETHINKERS ALMANAC 


—C1886.0- 


(E. M. 


286.) 


WITH THIRTY PORTRAITS OF DISTINGUISHED EUROPEAN FREE- 
THINKERS, SCIENTISTS, AND PHILOSOPHERS, AND 
NUMEROUS OTHER ILLUSTRATIONS. 


—————— 
CONTENTS. 
à PAGE PAGE 
Calendar for 1886, - - .- - ` 5 j| Thelron Virgin, - - += © - 77 
Freethoughtin the United States, 1885, 17 | Religious Divisions of the World, 82 
How the Church Filches from the Paine Meinorial Hall. (Illustrated), 83 
State; 7 = Ca mor %4 | phe Btory of 1885, - - - - B 
Pubtic Contributions to the Church, 28 a M 
cr ^ Immigration to the U. S. 1820 - 1884, 87 
The Religion of Crime, - >» - 31 : 3 
qs g Freethought in Australia, - = 88 
Chaplains in our Army and Navy, 32 d 
s c Freethought on the Continent, - 92 
The Higher Life. By Courtlandt Palmer, 34 E À 
Subjects of Illustration, - - - 95 
My Dream. By Samuel P. Putnam, 37 Fa ithounht i , d 
The American Secular Union, - - 40 Boii Mx appe d ER 
Statistics ofour Foreign-born Population ,49 " sided A E EP z 1 
The Curate of Churnside. (Selected Story.) Area ans Value of Farms, - ~ 103 
By Jas. Payne, a - + =- 50 | Population of Large Cities, - - 103 
How Voltaire Died. By the Editor, 64 | Liberal Lecturers, - - - - 104 
ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Lick Observatory Saladin, 


Edward Gibbon, Goethe, 


Girard College, Philadelphia, Annie Besant, . Max Muller, Rohert Burns, 
Freethought Hall, Waco, Mary Wollstonegraft, | Thos. Huxley, Richard Carlile, 
Texas (Interior view), G. W. Foote, Voltaire, Herbert Spencer, 
Freethought Hall, Waco Austin Holyoake, Chas. Darwin, Castelar, 
Texas (Exterior View), J. S. Mill Rousseau, Bradlaugh, 
The Tent, George Eliot, Humboldt, Chas. A. Watts, 
Iron Virgin, Geo. Standring, Byton, J. A. Froude, — 
- Paine Hall, Ernst Haeckel, Shelley, John Tyndall. 
^ Moncure D. Conway, Auguste Comte, David Hume, 
— dip ———— 
NEW YORK: 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 


33 CLINT 


FLORIDA. 


WANTED.—A man and woman, together or sep- 
arately, to join the undersigned—one in a fruit 
nursery, the other in an egg and poultry business; 
both branches being already established. | 

A small capital (200 to 500 dollars) desirable. 

Address MARY A. VORE, 


4t13 Palatka, Fla. 


Sabbath- Breaking: 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG, 


Author of “False Claims,”  * Bible 
' Morals,” Ete. 


The best and most thorough work ever written 
on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 
view. d 


Large and Handsome Print. 


25 cents. 
$1.00. 


SINGLE COPIES, a 2 
Six CoPrzs, x z - 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place. New York. 


THE 
SHAKER EYE and EAR BALSAM 


SIXTY EN INVARIABLE SUCCESS. 

Best known remedy for all afflictions of these or- 
gans. WEAK n K S, DEAFNESS, 
and CATARRHAL AFFECTIONS immediately 
reached. FAILING SIGHT prevented. ROAR- 
ING OR DRUMMING OF EARS will cease. One 
box tells the whole story. 


Price by mail, 30 cen 
10811 G. A. LOM 


ts. 
AR, Shakers, N. Y. 


D] HOS go 


fox a 


NEN = 


Pas 5 PLANS 

* * * This marvelous house has been built more than 
40 times from our plans; it is4o well plannedthat it affords 
umple room even for a lar, family. lst floor shown 
tbove;. on 2d floor are 4 bed rooms and in attic 2 more. 
Plenty of Closets. The whole warmed by one chimney. 
Large illustrations and full description of the above 
as well aS of 39 other houses, rangingin cost from $400 up 
to $6,500, may be found in "SHOPPELL'S MODERN LOW- 
Cost HOUSES," & large quarto pamphlet, showing also 
how to select sites, get loans, &c, Sent postpaid on re- 
ceipt of50c, Stamps taken, or send $1 bill and we willre- 
turnthechange. Address, BUILDING PLAN ASSOCIATION, 
(Mention this Paper.) 24 Beekman St., (Box 3702) N, Y, 


n 


ON PLACE. 


Bum Shakspere 


PROOF THAT 
WiLLIAm sHAKSPERE 
Could Not Write. 


THE SONNETS 
written by 
FRANCIS HACON 
to the 
EARL OF ESSEX AND HIS BRIDE, A.D., 1590. 


BACON 
Fatefactus Poeta Occultatus 
“IGNOTO” 

A.D. 1589-1600. 


By WM, HENRY BURR. 


Price, 25 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
$8 Clinton Pl., New York. 


REPLY 
'TO REV. L. A. LAMBERT'S 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL’ 


By B. W. Lacy. 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priest/s 
sonhistry, unfairness, and hister- 
ical misstatement. 
Príc. , Cloth. $1; Paper, 50 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


KERSEY GRAVES'S WORKS. 


Sixteen Saviors or None. By Krr- 
SEY GitavEs, nuther of the World's Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors; The Bible of Bibles, and 
Biography of Satan. Paper, 75 cents; cloth, $1. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thousand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
delineation of the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of their doctrins, Price, $2. 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 


Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 85 cents. 


The World's Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
lors; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 
origin of all the doctrines principles, precepts, 
and miracles of the Christian New Testament, 
and furnishing a key for unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 
history of sixteen oriental cneifio gods. $3. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
: 88 Clinton Place: New York, 


S. P. Putnam's Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
“A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power ; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day.”—Jonhn 
Swinton’s Paper. 

“The 


Golden Throne, a Romance.. 
author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is within him. The bookis filled with 
manly thoughts, expressed in manly words— 
the transcript of a manly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne,’ "INGERSOLL. $1. 


1 . 
Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty."—DnR. HENRY W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 


other Agnostic Poems. _ Price, 10 cts. 
For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


The History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and lettered. Price, $1.25. CONTENTS : 
Section I. Definition of Freethoug! at and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section ll. What it 
Owes to Mohammedanism. Section ITI. Free- 
thought Martyrs and Confessors, Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Kec- 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


The American Secular Union; its 
Necessity, and the Justice of its Nine Demands. 
(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll.) 
82 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Se. ularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Christian Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh. Con- 
tents: The Origin of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New, Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are published at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS EACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable?, The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible: Freethought an 
Modern Progress ; Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
larism; Science and Bible Antagonistic: 
Christian Scheme ot Redemption.’ For all of 
the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


" FREETHOUGHT NOVEL. _ 
The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


written Radical romance. By Wm. McDonnell, 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 


Family Creeds. By William McDon- 
nell, author of “Exeter Hall.” Price, cloth, 
$1.25; paper, 75 cents. ` 


Exeter Hall. “One of the most excit- 


ing romances of the day.’ Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vanghan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404pages. $1.25. 


The Outcast. A-deep, finely written 


Radical story. From the London edition. By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 


30 cents. : : 
All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
“Phe great charm of 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. € 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcel prepared to ex- 
ect to find, ın such a marked degree, even 
rom so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethoughtranks." Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


LITHOGRAPHS 


CHARLES DARWIN. 


—— 


Admirers of the Great Naturalist, and practically 
the father of Evolution, will be glad to know that 
we hav a fine lithograph of him for sale—size 
184x% inches on heavy plate paper. Framed, the 
picture will make a splendid ornament for the 
parlors of Freethinkers. Price, 25 cents, 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Pl., New York. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From ‘Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


Cloth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


OR, 


Men or Business WHo DID SomETHING BESIDES 
MAKING Money. 


A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. _ 
BY JAMES PARTON, 


This book contains 400 pages, plainly printed, 
treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 
helped the world; together with eight portraits. 
Mr. Paro works need n» commendation. They 
are Standard. 

Price, - - - - - $135. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
Addresa 88 Clinton Place, New York, 
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What Then? 


Is there a God? ** Yes,” shouts the parson, hot— 
How strange that he should know, while I know 
not ! 

But doeshe know? No more, indeed; than I; 
He but believes, and yet “ J know |" will cry, 
Asif belief of knowledge were a well, 

All doubting, heresy as black as hell! 

Yes, he believes—he says he must believe— 

While I cannot, because I can't receive 

The writings relativ to God, by men 

Who wrote, as is alleged, with inspired pen, 

As other than the work of mortals, who, 

To hold mankind in thrall, the long bow drew, 
And to the very. longest arrow’s head, 

Hitting the mark when reason strong had fled 
In fear before the supernatural, 

The bowmen’s stock in trade and capital. 

These archers shot much better than they knew, 
Secured a “bag ” astonishing to view; 

And their successors hav been shooting since. 
The peasant bringing down and pampered prince. 
But nowadays the evidence is weighed 

In reagon’s scales, by those who can't persuade 
Themselvs to take, on the mere reading, stock 
An stranger tales than those of fabled roc, 

` Of dodo, dragon, salamander dire— 

Reputed it to thrive in hottest fire; 

In miracles, £0-called—pure jugglery; 

In acts of terrible severity, 

Committed, says the Word, by the good God, 
Who, though all mercy, ruled with iron rod! 
Who will believe in God—so says the Word— . 
Shall soar to heaven like a little bird. 

On this belief the parsons rave and rant— 

* Believe! be saved !” they cry. But if I can’t 
Believe the book with monstrous stories crammed 
By romancers, what then? Why, then, I’m 

damned ! i 81 BLOOUM. 
to 


Bible Morals. 


To raz EDITOR o» Tug THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Sir: Iam sure you will say something real 
good about my new book in the back part of 
your paper opposit Voltaire. The title of 
my book is ** Bible Morals.” I stole the title 
from a blasphemer who travels under—often 
behind—the name of J. E. Remsburg. It is 
no harm to steal from a man of sin. I will 
giv some extracts : 

1. I accept the Bible as an infallible moral 
guide, because it is holy. A book that is 
simply a Bible is not enough. But a holy 
Bible must be right. Open this book almost 
anywhere and you will see the holiness pour- 
ing out. We who read the Bible every day 
_ are all crusted over with holiness so that sin 
cannot enter. Without this blessed book we 

would lie and steal and. play progressiv 
pedro and be awful wicked. 

2. I accept the Bible as an i. m. g. be- 
cause it givs three kinds of baptism; with 
water, with the Holy Ghost, and with fire. 
Wicked people would rather hav the water 
last to put out the fire, but that is because 
they are without grace. It is so long since I 
hav seen anyone baptized with the Holy 
Ghost that I can’t. remember whether the 
holy man sprinkled ona handful of ghost or 
led the baptizee down into the ghost and 
soused him under. 

9. I accept the Bible.as an i. m. g. be- 
cause it givs English and American scholars 
something to do. To sit in a parlor and 
wrestle with a Hebrew word every day for 
two or three years broadens a man’s mind 
and keeps him &way from the museums 
where he might become corrupted. 

4. I accept the Bible as an i. m. g. be- 
cause it is so plain. 

** He that findeth his life shalt lose it, and 
he that loseth. his life for my sake shall find 
it.” Any boy who cannot understand that at 
once is too dull a boy to ever become the 
father of his country, or father-in-law. 

5. I accept the Bible as an i; m. g. because 
it promotes faith. When you come to any 
account that is nonsensical and impossible, 
all you need is a renewal of faith. 

6. I accept the Bible as an i. m. g. because 
it givs men and women a chance to earn 
„twenty cents a day in the Methodist Book 
Concern. A camel can go through the eye of 
a needle easier than those persons can get 
rich, therefore they will be sure of the 
kingdom. 

7. I accept the Bible as ani. m. g. because 
it is responsible for Clark Braden. Clark 
thinks that if the truth of God abounds more 
through his lie, the more he lies the more thè 
truth will abound. See? ’Rah for Clark. 

8. I accept the Bible as an i. m.'g. because 
it givs us the size and shape of heaven. It is 
cubical, 144 cubits each way. It is not 
crowded yet. i 

9. I accept the Bible as an i. m. g. because 
.a twenty dollar copy of it looks well on the 
center-table. And the manufacture and sale 
of this book givs AS to many pious 
persons. 

10. Iaccept the Bible as an i. m. g. because 
Talmage believes it. If this well-known acro- 


it furnishes’ any argument you want. 


bat had not believed the stories of Jonah, and 
| Nogh, and Samson, he would hav been a; 


train-robber or & street.car driver. Let us 
pray. 

11. Iaccept the Bible as an i. m. g. because 
some parts of it cannot be read before a re- 
„| spectable congregation. Anything that is not 
fit to read must be holy and moral. I will 
stake my reputation as a logician and a theo- 
logian on this statement. i l 

12. .I accept the Bible as ani. m. g. because 
it is a nice thing to kiss. Take an old piece 
of calfskin and let it be pawed over by twen- 
ty-five million men, without regard to race, 
color, or previous condition of filthiness, or 
present drunkenness, and any man who 
would not yearn for a chance to glue his lips 
to that calfskin is no better than an Infidel, 
and will go into darkness where ‘there ig 
whaling and smashing of teeth. 

18. I accept the Bible as an i. m. g. because 
nobody knows who wrote it. An unknown 
writer, especially if he lived before the flood, 
and in a barbarous country, is sure to be 
moral and inspired, probably even holy. 
Moses would not hav gone.into the cleft of 
rocks and watched the Lord pass by, and 
said nothing about it for hundreds of yeará 


after his death, if he had not been a moral 


man. Animmoral man would bav gone over 
to neighbor Smith's and told about it the 
same afternoon.. 

14. I accept the Bible as an i.m. g. because 
It 
favors hate, love; kindness, cruelty, peace, 
war, freedom, slavery, polygamy, celibacy, 
laziness, activity, poverty, riches, usury, any- 
thing. All the hosts of skepticism cannot 
move me from any position I may take. ` 

15. I accept thé Bible as an i. m. g. because 
priests can liv. on souls, and I propose that 
they shall be paid in souls hereafter. 

“ But if the priest buy any soul with his 
money, he shall eat of it, and he that is born 
in his house" (Lev. xxii, 11). : 

Icould giv many more extracts showing 
the great superiority of my book over the 
other of the same name. I want you to warn 
all good people against the other book, be- 
cause it is spurious. Mine is the only real 
Bible Morals. Please say that my book is a 
long felt want. 

Why is. every book that comes out a long 
felt want? Why don’t they make wants of 
some other material, and why ‘don’t they 
make some short ones? INFIDEL BLAYER. 


' Book Notices. 


Tue ORDER or Creation: The Conflict be- 
tween Genesis and Geology. A Contro- 
versy between the Hon. Ww. E. Gladstone, 
Prof. T. H. Huxley, Prof. Max: Müller, M. 
Réville, E. Lynn Linton. New York: The 
Truth Beeker Company, 33 Clinton Place. 
Pp. 178. Price, cloth, 7 cents; paper, 50 
cents. 

Who or what the "Truth Seeker Company 
may be we do not know, but it has certainly 
laid the reading public under great obligations 
by reprinting for that public, in-& compact 
and convenient form, the controversy which 
recently took place in the columns of Phe 
Nineteenth Century between those protago- 
nists of theology, science, and antiquity, Mr. 
Gladstone, Max Müller, Huxley, and Dr. Ré- 
ville. First Gladstone searchingly reviewed 
a work by Réville, and set forth his views of 
the “Dawn of Creation and of Worship" as 
taught in the book of Genesis. Huxley, in 
the character, as he puts it, of “ a sort of un- 
commissioned science proctor," took up the 
cudgels for M. Réville, and. made a vigorous 
reply on the scientific aspects of the question. 
Then Max Müller put in his word about 
“The Solar Myths.". Then Gladstone rejoined. 
By this time Réville, who was in Italy, 
heard of the fray, and getting Gladstone's 
article replied for himself. Also Huxley 
came again to the scratch. Finally a Mrs. 
Linton, who is a ‘‘mighty smart" woman, 
but, alas! what DeQuincey would call “a 
female Infidel,” gets in her work—and char- 
acteristically feline work it is. 

We do not undertake to pronounce judg- 
ment on all the points of the controversy. 
We, however, believe the Bible, and we be- 
lieve in the ** grand old man," and are ready 
to back him in a scrimmage like this with all 
our gold. The controversy is managed, so 
far as language is concerned, in the most deë- 
orous manner. But the hands, though gloved, 
are the hands of athletes in deadly earnest.— 
Buffalo Express. ; 

"Tax Truth Seeker Company of New York 
has just published in book form the nota- 
ble articles on ** The Order of Creation; or, 
The Conflict between Genesis and Geology," 
contributed to the English magazines by 
Wiliam E. Gladstone, Professor T. H. Hux- 


‘flaming arguments . . . 


ley, Professor Max Muller, M. Réville, and 
E.:Lyn» Linton. The articles thus brought 
together constitute the most valuable and in- 
teresting discussion that has been had in 
recent years regarding the Genesis'and Geol- 
ogy controversy. Bufalo Courier. 


ADAMI AND Heva. FU New Version. By 
Samuel P. Putnam. . Published by the 
Truth Seeker Company, New York. 
10 cents. 


This little volume is a beautiful poetié ver- |: 


sion of the Indian legend of. the Garden of 
Eden. The thoughts of the author are viv- 
idly and picturesquely expressed, while the 
measure and arrangement of the verse show a 
skilfül'hand and scholarly conception.— Gal- 
veston Daily Neus. 


Men, Women, AND Gops. By Helen H. Gar- 
dener. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. New | 
York: The Truth Seeker Company, 88 Clin- | 
ton Place. 

Though a mere girl in years, Miss Gardener 
is aged in mental culture and moral strength, 
and is extremely well fitted as a leader in the | 
path she has chosen. ..Her book bears evi- 
dence of her earnestness of purpose in help- | 
ing woman to break the shackles which hav 
so long bound her, and establishes beyond 
doubt the fact that priestcraft and the church 
hav caused her disabilities and degradation. 
Its exposure of Bible myths and the vices, 
crimes, and inhumanity which are the out- 


growths of Christianity, should open the eyes | 


of all rational women. Indeed, were this 
little volume substituted for the purple velvet 
prayer-books which women like to hav seen 
in their possession, it would, no doubt, hav. a 
wholesome effect on their minds. Although | 
it deals with the everyday ills of life, and 
more. especially the wrongs of women, it is 
not depressing, but heavy only in importance. 
Thé unwholesome facts it reveals are relieved 


by the fine vein of humor and wit which | 
| sparkles through almost every page, making 


truth so palatable to those who hav 4 horror 
of ‘dry reading" that they are fully inter- 


ested and in sympathy with the subject at 


once. It advocates justice and denounces 
wrong, in whatever guise, and, in so doing, 
brings into play the. fireworks of reason and 
logic, and the batteries of unanswerable argu- 
ment. And the rattle of artillery and the 
brilliancy of display surpass any Fourth of 
July on record. 

I hope every Spiritualist woman who can 
will purchase this book, if for no other reason 
than to let her Christian neighbor read it and 
"corner the parson” with its arguments. 
Miss Gardener is the feminin Ingersoll of the 
day, and as one of the many of her sex who 
appreciate her work for woman, I tender her 
my. heartfelt thanks.—Amarala Martin in a 
Spiritualist paper. 
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Tue Central. Labor Union last Sunday | 
passed resolutions proposing to boycott Jay |: 


Gould in every way possible. 


‘Tux bill providing for'the free coinage of | 
silver was defeated in the House onthe 8th. 


A motion to suspend coinage was also lost. 


Tue Methodists hav just had am important |; 
conference, the result being. the deposing of | 
three clergymen for ministerial conduct vium 


women. 


A FIFTY-FOUR-TON gun was  gucpéssfully cast | 
at Boston last week. It was the fifth and |. 
last of the large rifled cannon ordered Le the 


government. 


A Wasuineron barber kept his shop open i 
on Sunday, the 4th, and shaved President | 
Cleveland. Before night he was arrested for i 


breaking the Sabbath. 


UNDER a new pension act those who hav i 
been receiving $8 per month will hereafter || 


get $19. This applies to widows and p 
tially disabled soldiers. 


A MAN running for justice of the peace out |: 
in Dakota announced that if elected he would |; 


marry any couple for & dollar, and would 


charge nothing unless a christening Should i 


result. He was elected i by an overwhelming 
majority. 


Luxe LEAKER, 55 years old, of St. Mary’s, 


W. Va., eloped last week with the 11-year-old: 
daughter of Samuel Russell, of the same 
place. When Leaker returned, Russell shot 
at him four times with a revolver, one bullet 
passing through Leaker's breast. 


Tae Rev. Dr. Bosworth, of Boston, .has 
risen to deny that he ever said he knew ‘‘nine y 
ministers who were guilty of gross immoral- 
ity.” The Rev. Mr. Bosworth might hav 
kept his seat. There was nothing incredible 
about the statement attributed to him. 


Tuer Rev. J. Benson Hamilton, pastor of a 


ee Methodist church in this city, preached last 


-Bunday on “ How to Fill Empty Churches.” 
His scheme was to hav sermons illustrated by 
pictures, He will therefore procure a ster- 
eopticon and accompany his remarks with 
dissolving views. 

A FRIGHTFUL railroad accident occurred last 
week Wednesday near Deerfield, Mass. A 
passenger train plunged down an embank- 
ment two hundred feet high, and ten persons 
met death by fire or drowning or mutilation. 
Some thirty others were more or less injured. 
The disaster was caused by the slumping of 
the earth under the outer rail where the road 
curves around a hill above the Deerfield river. 


Cartes H. Davis, of Parkertown, N. J., 
was superintendent of the Methodist Sunday- 
school in that place. On Sunday night, the 
4th, he started to see Miss Florence Parker 
home, but took her beyond the outskirts of 
` the village and assaulted her. Miss’ Parker, 
who is twenty years old, is à member of the 
Methodist church, but is otherwise of unblem- 
ished reputation. Davis fled and cannot be 
found. He leaves a wife. 

GrApsTOoNZ's long-talked-of speech on the 
question of home rule for Ireland was safely 
delivered on Thursday of last week. He pro- 
posed to giv Ireland a parliament of its own, 
with the 101 present members of: the British 
Parliament as the first members of: the Irish 
Parliament. . The viceroy should be retained, 


and the disabilities resting on Roman Catho- |. 


lics should beremoved. Mr. Gladstone spoke 
for more.than three hours, the House of Com- 
mons being crowded to its utmost capacity. 


Tax railroad strike centering at St. Louis, 
Mo., is still unsettled. On Friday; the Sth, 
seven persons were shot down by the deputy 
sheriffs employed to watch the property of 
the railroad company. There was apparently 
no provocation for the act, as only one of the 
persons shot was a striker, and he had com- 
mitted no act of violence. One of the Victims 
wasawoman. The deputies gave themselvs 
up to the authorities and were placed in jail 
for protection from the mob. The Knights of 
Labor condemn and repudiate violence on 
the part of the strikers and demand that all 
guilty of overt acts should be brought to 
justice. .The presence of troops in St. Louis 
will probably prevent any further outbreak. | 


€— 


Odds aud Enis. ! 


“Say, John, I see they hav fonnd out what rnn 
into the Oregon." “ No, what was it?” “Water.” 


Tue Smith College girls hav organized a society 
for the protection of birds. The larks of the 
young gentlemen will receive their first attention. 


* MAMMA, is it true that God makes all little 
boys?” ‘Yes, dear." “Well, [hav been looking 
at my legs and my arms very carefully, and I don’t 
see any stitches.” 


Berne remonstrated with for wearing a bustle, 
& Burlington girl silenced her critic by saying, 
" Well, we girls, like everybody else, must hav. 
something to fall back on.” 


“ILIE smart women well enough,” said Fen- 
derson, “but I wonldn’t care to marry a woman 
who knew more than I did.” “And s0,” suggested 
Fogg, “ yon hav been forced to remain single.” 


A Boston lady last summer attended a. funeral |. 


in a country church. After the singing of a hymn 
a man who was sitting beside her remarked: 
“Beautiful hymn, isn’t it, ma’am? The corpse 
wrote it."— Utica, Eagle. 


FaTHEBR (starting down-town): ‘ Yes, Robert, 
my son, keep in mind what your mother says, and 
always say please. Though a little word, it indi- 
cates the gentleman. Here, wife, hold my over- 
coat and hat; be quick abont it." 


AN Irishman-from the country was standing 
on one of our wharfs the other day gazing very 
thoughtfully at a large anchor lying close by. A 
policeman came along and told him to move 
on. * Divil a bit will I move on until I see the 
man that uses that pick,” pointing to the anchor. 


A country minister who, in addition to his cler- 
ical duties, followed the profession of a photog- 
rapher, was called npon to perform the marriage 
ceremony. * Now, then, young man," he said to 
ihe groom, who was nervous and excited, as all 
grooms ought to be, **just keep your eye on that 
crack in the wall; and try and look pleasant." 


Ata recent dinner party the subject of eternal 
life and future punishment came up for a lengthy x 


discussion, in which Mark Twain took no part, A 
lady near him turned suddenly toward him, and 
exclaimed: “Why do you not say anything? I|. 
want yonr opinion." Twain replied, gravely: 

“Madame, yon must excuse me. I am silent of 
necessity. J hav friends in both places,” 


GENEBAL STEVENSON relates the following inci- 
dent of the war. He said that in his command 
was a very devout and energetic chaplain, exceed- 
ingly earnest in regard to the spiritual welfare of 
the soldiers, especially before going into battle. 
“The preacher;” said General Stevenson, “came 
down to where. Billy Wilson's Zouaves were en- 
camped, and had a talk with Billy. He said that 


his efforts had been wonderfully blessed ; that he | 
had baptized fifty men from one regiment, a hnn-' ` 


dred from another, and so on, enumerating the- 
fruits of his religious labor, and he suggested to - 
Billy that as they were on the eve of a battle it 
would be well for him (the chaplain) to talk with 
Billy’s men. Billy was very proud of his command, 
and he tnrned to the chaplain and said : 


: tant,’ said he, calling an officer, ‘ you just go and 


i a make a detail of three hundred men, and take ’ew: 
down to the creek: and hav 'em baptized. Np 


` d——d regiment in this corps shall go ahead ét 


i 


*That © 
ain’t necessary; TIl save you that trouble. Adju- - 


Billy Wilson's Zouaves,’ And,” continued the gen- 
eral, laughing heartily at the reminiscence, 
“blamed if the adjutant didn’t obey Billy's 
orders.” 


CLERGYMAN ; “I was disappointed not to see you 
at praver-meeting last evening.” Deacon: “I 
wanted to come; but, you see, we are having a 
clearing-out sale, and we kept the store open until 
ten o'clock.” Clergyman (sadly) : “Ah, my friend, 
I am sorry to see you try to serve heaven and 
mammor at the same time.” Deacon: “I don’t 
try. Inever think of serving heaven in my store. 
I'm not the man to-mix my religion with business." 


THE LORD WAS IN THE HOUSE, BUT THE DEVIL 
WAS IN THE STOVEPIPE, ' 

The Rev. Dr. Jones was a well-known Presby- 
terian preacher. Just after he had finished his 
theological course, the tremulous thought—a 
thonght which, it seems, had never occurred to 


him before—of facing a large and fashionable. 


audience began to oppress him. He at length 
asked permission to experiment with a small con- 
gregation in the country. The request, of course, 
was granted. He was not at all embarrassed when 
he stood in the presence of the modest country peo- 
ple, and he at once began to preach with a fearless 
ardor. His eloqnent utterances grew warmer and 
warmer. An old negro, unable longer to restrain 
his feelings, sprang to his feet and began to shout, 
The wild hallelujahs, the violent acknowledgments 
of sanctity, and the eccentric didoes of the old 
negro annoyed the doctor. 
though, to command him to desist, for he saw that 
the people looked with profound reverence at the 
performance. 


“fluence,” leaped high into the air. When he 
came down the stovepipe fell. The doctor, prob- 
ably moved by the sudden faith, cried out : 
“ Pick it up, Uncle Ike; it won't burn you.” 
The negro seized the pipe with both hands. He 
dropped it, cast a reproachful look at the preacher, 
and said: 
“De hell it won't." 
The devout people, forgetting that the fiésh is 
‘under “cut-throat ” mortgage to the devil, roared 
‘with laughter, and the preacher, observing old 
‘Ike looking at his hands and shaking his head, 
snorted and brought the sermon to a close. 

“Why didn't you hold on to it, Ike?" some one 
asked. 

*W'yn't who hol’ on ter it?” 

“You, of course.” 

*C1'Ogisge I wa/n't dar ter hol’ on ter it. Wet my 
bidnez ter hol’ on terit jes’ at dat time. Lemme 
tell yer dis fack. De'Lawd mout o' been somewhar 
in de house, but de old debil wuz in dat stovepipe, 
sho.”--Arkansas Traveler. 
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It would not do,’ 


Old Ike, for such was his name, 
receiving an unexpectedly strong twinge of the, 


: Tux ways of Providence indeed are insorutable, 


‘and-if his apologists speak truly he is guilty of 


‘deeds that the worst man living would blush to. be 
‘canght'at.—D, M. Bennett, : 


. In things of, the mind, we look for no compul- 


‘sion but that ot- light: and reason.—Oliver Crom- 
well, 

“No wonder: that fable is the enemy of knowledge. 
‘Aman with: & falge:diamond shuns the society of 
lapidaries, and it:is npon this principle that 
superstitio on abhors, science.—Ingersol. 


On, may I join the ‘choir invisible 

*Of these immortal dead who liv again 

‘In minds made better by their presence; liv 

In pulses stirred to generosity; 

‘In deeds ‘of daring rectitude, in scorn 

‘For miserable aims that.end with self, 

hs "thonghts snblime that pierce the night-like 
. stars“ > 


and with’ their mild persistence urge man’s search 


‘To: aster i issue’ —George Ettot. 


‘Taar the devil should appear personally tothe - 


‘son of God: is. certainly not more wonderful than 


| that he should, i in a more remote age,’ hav appeared 


, among the ` song: “öf God, in the presence of God 
i himself, ‘to tempt and torment the righteons Job. 
:But that Satan should carry Jesns, bodily and lit- 
ET. rally, throngh tlie'air—first to the top of a high 
mountain, and then to the topmost pinnacle of the 
rtemple—is ‘wholly inadmissible; it is an insult to 
tanding.-Dr. Giles’s Christ. Records. 


may seem that the juice of the 


‘soma-plant should be at once an object saorified 
onthe altar'to: other gods and à God himself, such 
; a. confusion of attributes will be less surprising to 
:those who.aré familiar with the Christian theory 
iof the atonement; in which the same God is at: 
: once: the-same pérson who decrees the sacrifice, 
| the: ;person who accepts it, and, the victim, At 


Yeast, the double function of soma is less perplex- “ 


ini than. the triple function of Christ.—Amberiey. 


. PER Conrka.—There i is no one book, in any lan- , 
| guage, or in any conntry, which can, in any 
' degree, be compared with the Bible for antiquity, 
for anthority, for.the importance, the dignity, the 
: variety, and curiosity of the matter it contains.— 
| Bishop Portéous; (Porteous died in 1808, and in 
| his day he was;sonsidered a shining light; but we 
| donbt.if many of the bishops of the church of 
England would talk so at the present day. If they 


did, many,more wouldlaugh at them than the- 


nunibers that wonld; With open mouths, listen to 
thém: The good-prelate doth, methinks, protest. 
| too: strongly. —6) 


“To believe in Jesns as the Christ, as the savior 

of the world, is to believe in him as the God, as 
the creator of the world, Then, not only was the 
man-Jesus born in Bethlehem, and crucified, but 
God, “the soul that standeth in the bodies of all 
beings "—the spirit, not of onr body, but of all the 
millions of worlds that exist in the vast idea which 
we call space—was born and ecrncified on the 
earth; that is, the one great, all-filling spirit of 
the nniverse, which dwells in unconnted worlds, 
in ‘stars, millions of miles away, and which are 
more than a million times as large as the earth, 
was born in a manger and put to death on across, 
in a forgotten place on-one of the smallest bodies 
in the heavens! Absurd as snch an idea is, we 
mnst believe it in order to be Christians.—£. K. 
Washburn, 


MEN tell us that thi life of itself is not worth 
living, when the trnth is that people hav been so 
taken up with dreams and unrealities in the skies 
that the realities of this life, with its changing 
snnshine and shadow, laughter and tears, joy and 
sorrow, hope and despair, truth and falsehood, 
strength and weakness, and all its infinit possibil- 
ities of improvement, tears to be dried, prisons to 
be demolished, sickness to be lessened; poverty, 
sqnalor, and filth to be annihilated, and liberty: “to 
be won, that they hav never yet felt one hundre( th 
part of its power to inspire and ennoble. If we 
could get away from the courts and pomps of im- 
agination which men hav built in the skies, we 
should soon discover, like the banished Duke in 
Shakspere, that this our life 


2 


Finds tongues in trees, books in the running à 


brooks, 
Sermons in stones, and good in everything. 
. —Geo, Chainey. 
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bra, a table and pedestal, several chairs and | a general impression that he has taken too | still they are born under the curse of Ham, 

benches, and.a number. of photographs of | heavy a contract on his hands in the present | and are not entitled to any spiritual privi- 

| THE “managers of several New York scriptural subjects, . Which were similarly | instance.” leges. 4, You can do them no good, for they 
^.^ .. .theaters hav been induced to close their presented to said. church, are properly sub- | Tax Catholic editors are discussing the | are incapable of being made Christians. 5. 
ge ouse on good Friday, which comes on the ject to duty under existing laws. desirableness of abolishing the practice of | If we should make them Christians, they 
-28d inst. DON a is reading from the pulpit announcements of | would get such ideas of liberty and of their 


Tux clergy are coming to the fore in the : 
, n : phi icni i hat they woul . 6. We 
-/.' '' Henry GEoneGE says “the lesson, practi- | discussion of the labor troubles. The Rev. | Picnics, excursions, bazars, and lectures | rights that they d- murder Ns 


cally, of Sunday-school and church is,.‘ Be | N. Wardener, president of the General Con- shortly to occur. It is generally condemned, ee i Mica md aduer e a 
good that you may die rich and leave a lot | ference of the. Wesleyan Methodists, sends to coming as it does between the prayer and the UU AO AAE ; mene oe í y. 

of money a aes un Jay Gould “my éongratulations for the | 8°T™02, distracting attention from the petition | as a general clincher he adds, “We should 
4 * D 


stand you hav taken against the would-be just addressed to the throne of grace and un- | lose besides all their time on Sundays.” 
despotism of the secret panditti known as the | fitting the mind for receiving the message / Tre following, with the name of Joe Cook 


TOR l Holes an d ‘Clippings. of wood, a wooden cross, and brass candela- } ments. Wheeler is a bright man, but there is | nant. 3. If they are the children of Adam, 


^N 


-. Comparison shows that the criminals of 


Great Britain average eighteen pounds less in : » about to be delivered. The editors say noth- cently appeared in a Boston pa- 

weight and two inches less in hight than the Knights of Labor. ing about the cheerful effect of reading the P ms dances eas gense as is wean 
law-abiding population. : Ono ih a while a true Christian is found. | undertakers advertisment which invariably | found in one of Cook's lectures: ‘ Dorner 

s 7. dw officiating at an installation in Boston The New York Sun relates that a woman in a | meets the eye of the worshiper as he enters somewhere says, ''lThe;sxiomatic, when re- 
o.o; last week the Rev. R. R. Meredith assured | remote Maine village, crazed by excessiv | the city church, even on Sunday. - duced to the prosaic, seldom fails to counter- 
aen -the new pastor that there were more cranks | Bible reading and revival excitement, endeav- | | gg Christian Lender says: ''So many | act the probationary.’ The same thought ap- 
Y ; , in that city than in any other. _ ored to gouge her eye out, and afterward cut clergymen of orthodox antecedents, having pears in my Monday Lectures (vol. 1, pp. 


off an arm with an ax, in order to obey the in- 


G renounced the orthodox system, swing rap- | 89-91 sim). This thought will bear ex- 
Tre Augusta, Ga., presbytery refuses to junction, “Jf an eye offend thee, pluck it 8 , passim) g 


prefer charges against Professor Woodrow on | * < t) eto. She i ving but is atil in idly over into extreme radicalism tbat the pansion. 1. If the axiomatic be looked at 
account of his belief in evolution, although ous e es 6,18: TOCO VENDE DUI BM - | prudent among us are weary of extending an | historically, what do we see? (a) Chaos. 
several of his brethren are hot after him with | 2e ` early welcome to such. They often begin by | (b) Slight luminosity. (c) Inclusivness. But, 
undeniable accusations of heresy. . . AN act known as Assembly Bill No. 868 is | discarding eternal torment or the Trinity, | 2. Intrinsically, these are substantially the 
: f greatly agitating the moral and religious com- | and continue by giving up historical Chris- | same; for (a) polarized light strikes both 
"m GOVERNOR Pattison, of Pennsylvania, has | munity of New York. It is called a bill to | tianity. ` Such men may find a congenial fel- | alike, and (b) neither is injured. [Proposi- 
d been investigating the soldiers’ orphan schools prevent contagious diseases, and provides for | lowship in the Unitarian body, or may belp | tions from 2 to 56, both inclusiv, are neces- 
of that state. The report says that the chil-| a committee to be chosen to enter houses of | our Ethical Culture friends to work out their | sarily omitted here.] Again, when I (we, it 
dren are treated “‘ worse than brutes.” The | immoral resort, and examin the female occu- | destiny: They can do nothing in the Univer- | should be said) was (were, rather) in Rome, 
superintendent, Dr. Higbee, and the inspec- pants as to their health. The Dill is objected | salist church but divide and desolate. Our | we and I investigated this whole matter (see 
tor, the Rev. J. W. Sayers, hav been removed. | to on the ‘ground that it licenses vice instead | church is not an asylum for bankrupt be- | my Dover and Oil City lectures). It then was 
Tan treasury department has decided that | Of discouraging it. — lievers.^* found: 67. That the subscriptiv view of de- 
2 ` a figure of St. Joseph, painted glass windows, | Aw exchange says: ‘A. Ò. Wheeler, the} In 1680 an English clergyman named | nominationsl perturbation is less copious 
so and a Bible, sent from Dusseldorf to New | well-known ‘Nym Crinkle’ of the New York | Goodwin made the following argument | than the Andover. 68 to 63. Therefore, the 
Í -York as a present to the chapel of the Sacred | World's dramatic columns, has accepted the | against Christianizing the negroes in Virginia: | axiomatic cannot be the telescopic or the ter- 
Heart at Tompkinsville, Staten Island, are | offer of Mr. J. M. Hill, and has begun his de- | “1. The negroes are not men. 2. If they are | rifie. [Appla'se.]. Beg pardon; we meant 
entitled to free entry, but that articles form- | livery of. lectures intended to prove the fal- | men they are pre-Adamites, and therefore are | to say that this view would make a sensa- 

- ing parts of a church altar, including a railing | lacy of Robert G. Ingersoll’s skeptical argu-! not entitled to the promises of either cove- tion.” TE 
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Communications. 


Bible Temperance.—II. 


THE BIBLE AND THE WOMAN'S CHRISTIAN TEMPERANCE UNION. 

Isa. xii, 8: “The Lord hath sworn by his right 
hand, and by the arm of his strength, Surely I will 
no more give thy corn to be meat for thine enemies ; 
and the sons of the stranger shall not drink thy wine, 
for the which thou hast labored.” 

Rev. Stevenson should suggest to the Lord that, 
whereas wine is an evil thing, and the Bible a “ great 
text-book of morals," and the palladium of temper- 
ance essential in the proper training of our children, 
therefore, he, the Lord, should have clearly shown 
that he meant that the enemies of his chosen people 
should take from them their wine that through such 
deprivation they should be better and happier. 
‘But, no! he ranks wine with corn, and registers a 
mighty oath that the people shall have them both. 

Isa. lxv, 8: * Thus saith the Lord, As the new 
wine is found in the cluster, and one saith, Destroy 
it not, for a blessing is in it, so I will do for my ser- 
vants' sake, that I may not destroy them all." 

Jer. xxxi, 12: “ Therefore they shall come and sing 
in the hight of Zion, and shall flow together to the 
goodness of the Lord, for wheat, aud for wine, and 
for oil" etc. í 

Jer. xl, 10: “But ye, gather ye wine, and summer 
fruits, and oil, and put them in your vessels, and 
dwell in your cities tliat ye have t¢ken.” 

Probably “wine” here means grapes, though it is 
used in the same construction as “oil.” 

Jer. xlviii, 33: “And joy and gladness is taken from 
the plentiful field, and from the land of Moab, and I 
have caused wine to fail from the wine-presses.”” 

Dan. i, 5: “And the king appointed them a daily 
provision of the king's meat, and of the wine which 
he drank, so nourishing them three years, that at 
the end thereof they might stand before the king." 

Here God intends, plainly, to convey the impres- 
sion that wine is nourishing! The only way in which 
the .Christian temperance people can relieve him 
from the imputation of teaching lessons so opposite 
to theirs is to enter the plea that he did not inspire 
the writer! 

Hos. ii, 8, 9: “For she did not know that I gave 
her corn, and wine, and oil, and multiplied her silver 
and gold, which they prepared for Baal. Therefore 
I wil| return and take away my corn in the time 
thereof, and my wine in the season thereof, and will 
recover my wool and my flax given to cover her 
nakedness." 

Of course, if these passages, and very many of like 
import, are any argument against wine, they are of 
equal weight in the scale against corn, wool, and 
many other useful and necessary articles. The 
authors of such verses, wherever found, unquestion-. 
ably looked upon wine as one of God’s good gifts 
to his children, but which he was compelled to some- 
times deprive them of because of their disobedience. 

Hos. ix, 2: “The floor and the wine-press shall 
not feed them, and the new wine shall fail in her.” 

That is, Israel shall be punished for her trans- 
gressions by the destruction of the fertility of the 
soil. 

Evidently the perfume of wine was pleasing unto 
the Lord, for he says, in promising his blessing to 
the repentant people (Hos. xiv, 7): “They shall re- 
vive as the corn, and grow as the wine; the scent 
thereof shall be as the wine of Lebanon, 

Joel i, 5: “Awake, ye drunkards, and howl, all ye 
drinkers of wine.” : 

This, taken by itself, would be an unqualified con- 
demnation of intoxicants, but such was not the 
prophet’s meaning. The verse concludes: “ Because 
of the new wine, for it is cut off from your mouths.” 

In the vision of the prophet he sees the great evils 

that have come upon his country, the palmer-worm, 
and the locust, and the canker-worm have destroyed 
the crops. “The meat-offering and the drink-offer- 
ing is cut off from the house of the Lord, the corn is 
wasted, the oil languisheth,” etc. While in the verse 
quoted the drinkers are mildly requested to howl, 
in verse thirteen we have, “Gird yourselves and 
lament, ye priests; howl ye ministers of the altar.” 
No temperance admonition or lesson here, that is 
plain. 

Joel iii, 18: * And it shall come to pass in that day 
that the mountains shall drop down new wine, and 
the hills shall flow with milk, and all the rivers of 
Judah shall flow with water," etc. 

Thus, again, among the great blessings to be be- 
stowed upon the faithful is wine in abundance. One 
of the facts that strikes me most forcibly, in making 
such an examination as this, is the almost universal 
favor with which the Hebrew prophets looked upon 
wine and wine-drinking; and in prophesying the 
evils to come upon the people because of their dis- 
obedience to God or their oppression of their fellows, 
they rarely fail to include the cutting off of the wine 
supply. This they evidently regarded as one of the 
greatest of calamities. Our CAristian temperance 
friends would gladly, so they say, visit wholesale 
destruction upon the vineyards and barley fields, and 


they seem almost to seek to convey the impression 
that God made a mistake when he created grapes and 
barley. This proves how honest they aré when they 
say that the Bible is a temperance book. In Amos 
v, ll, we have another example of the above-men- 
tioned fact in the utterances of the prophet. De- 
nouncing the people for their injustice, he says: 
“Ye have planted pleasant vineyards, but ye shall 
not drink wine of them.” In the preceding sentence, 
he had said: ‘ Ye have built houses of hewn stone, 
but ye shall not dwellin them." Houses were good, 
wine was good ; but because of their sins they should 
be deprived of both. There is here no argument 
either direct or implied in behalf of abstinence. 

Amos ix, 14: “And I will bring again the captivity 
of my people of Israel, and they shall build the waste 
cities and inhabit them; and they shall plant vine- 
yards and drink the wine thereof; they shall also 
make gardens and eat the fruit of them." 

It does not seem that even Mr. Stevenson would 
venture to claim this verse asa Bible argument for 
temperance. They shall drink the wine! 

Mich. vi, 15: “ Thou shalt sow, but thou shalt not 
reap; thou-shalt tread the olives, but thou shalt not 
anoint thee with oil; and sweet wine, but shalt not 
drink wine.” ; 

How can apparently honorable men claim that God, 
as revealed in the Bible, disapproves of the use of in- 
toxicants when he is continually telling his chosen 
people that he will punish them by destroying their 
corn, and their wine, and their oil; evidently taking 
particular pains to impress upon them the fact that 
they (wine, corn, and oil) are equally good and 
useful ? ; i 

Zeph. i, 13: “They shall also build houses, but 
not inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, 
but not drink the wine thereof.” 

The same old story ! 

In chapter i, verse 11, Haggai calls for a drouth 
upon the land to punish the people, and he includes, 
as usual, the corn, and the oil, and the new wine 
among the things to be destroyed. 

Zech. ix, 17: “ For how great is his goodness, and 
how great is his beauty; corn shall make the young 
men cheerful, and new wine the maids.” 

Rather a singular apportionment of his bounty, un- 
less “corn” means something stronger than wine, 

Matt. xi, 19: “The son of man came eating and 
drinking, and they say, Behold a man gluttonous, 
and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners. 
But wisdom is justified of her children.” But are these 
her children who claim Jesus as very God and yet 
fly directly in the face of his precepts and practice ? 
Or is it moral uprightness instead of wisdom that 
they lack? 

In Matt. xxi, 33 to 41, and Mark xii, 1 to 9, Jesus 
gives us the parable of the vineyard and the hus- 
bandmen, and in it all there is no hint that there was 
anything wrong in the business of wine-making. 

The thought that we find expressed in Matt. xi, 19, 
is given again in Luke vii, 33-4—5, where we read: 
“ For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor 
drinking wine; and ye say, He hath a devil The 
son of man is come eating and drinking, and ye say, 
Behold a gluttonous man, and a winebibber, a friend 
of publicans and sinners! But wisdom is justified 
of all her children.” 

Whoever uttered these words, man or God; who- 
ever wrote them, John or some one else one hundred 
or more years later, there can be no disputing re- 
garding the lessou which is taught. 
individual is to determine for him or herself in all 
things pertaining to personal conduct and habits. 
"Let every man be fully persuaded in his own 
mind” is the central idea of the various renderings. 
There is no rebuke, expressed or implied, of intem- 
perance; there is nothing that can be tortured into 


a condemnation of wine-drinking or into an approval | 


of the principle of total-abstinence, or that of .prohi- 
bition. Here was his opportunity to condemn the 
drinking of wine, to speak for that which is now 
called temperance ; but from his lips fell no words of 
warning; to those gathered about him he said noth- 
ing in favor of the great reform which Christians of 
to-day, falsely assuming to speak in his' name, de- 
clare finds its sanction and inspiration, its bulwark 
and tower of defense, in the Bible. 

It seems that the good Samaritan (Luke x, 34) had 
with him a supply of wine with which he dressed the 
wounds of the stranger, 

John ii, 38-11: “And when they wanted wine, the 
mother of Jesus saith unto him, They have no wine. 
Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with 
thee? Mine hour is not yet come. His mother saith 
unto the servants, Whatsoever he saith unto you, do 
it. And there were set there six water-pots of stone, 
after the manner of the purifying of the Jews, con- 
taining two or three firkins apiece. Jesus saith unto 
them, Fill the water-pots with water. And they filled 
them up tothe brim. And he saith unto them, Draw 
out now, and bear unto the governor of the feast. 
And they bare it. When the ruler of the feast had 
tasted the water that was made wine, and knew not 
whence it was (but the servants which drew the water 
knew), the governor of the feast called the bride- 
groom, and saith unto him, Every man at the begin- 


It is that each: 


ning doth set forth good wine; and when men have. 
well drunk, then that which is worse: but thou hast 
kept the good wine until now. This beginning: of 


miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested l 


forth his glory; and his disciples believed on him.” 


John iv, 46: “ So Jesus came again into Cana of 


Galilee, where he made the water wine.” 

` The first miracle which Jesus Christ performed 
was to convert six pots of water into wine! And this 
feat convinced his disciples of his supernatural origin 
and powers! And he did this to manifest forth hig 
glory! Either this is true or the Bible is false. 
Whether true or not, it has been a most powerful 


argument against abstinence; it has resulted directly - 


in making drunkards, as it has indirectly in making 
hypocrits and Jesuitical sophists. I of course mean 
by this last sentence that the seeming hecessity to 
prove the Bible a temperance work has made any 
number of Christian apologists resort to all kinds of 
specious arguments and make any number of false 
claims in order to make good their assertions. The 
assumption that this wine was not of an intoxicating 
nature is purely gratuitous. There is not even the 
ghost of a fact to be found in support of it. Haun- 
dreds of passages, which I have quoted under their 
appropriate heads, prove beyond a doubt that the 
wineso often mentioned in the Bible was intoxicating ; 
the words of the governor prove that this miracu- 
lously produced portion of it certainly was of the very 
best, for it is against all reason to suppose that men 


accustomed to the taste and effects of wine would: 


pronounce simple grape-juice to be better than all 
that had already been served to them at the feast ; 
and, finally, the declaration that this act of Jesus’s 
was a miracle and that it made his disciples to “ be- 
lieve on him,” gives the last stroke to the alread 

nearly dead “ non-intoxicating” theory. m 

Col. ii, 16: “Let no man therefore judge you in 
meat, or in drink, or in respect of a holy day, or of 
the new moon, or of the Sabbath days." 

In other words, judge for yourselves in all these 
matters, submit to no dictation from without. How 
does that strike you, Messrs, Bible Prohibitionists ? 

1 Tim. v, 23: “ Drink no longer water, but use a 
little wine for thy stomach's sake and thine often 
infirmities." 

It is probable that this short verse has led to the 
consumption of more wine and caused more intem- 
perance than any other equal number of words in any 
language or contained in any book. It has had a 
more potent effect upon the mind of the Christian 
believer than have twenty passages which in a hesi- 


tating, half-hearted, uncertain way caution against the - 


use of much wine. . 

Comparing this class of passages with those 
grouped under “A,” we find that the Bible pleas for 
temperance are outvoted more than five to one by 
those in favor of the use of intoxicants, The record 
is an astonishingly bad one for the Bible as a total 
abstinence and prohibition work, and should put to 
the blush all of its worshipers and apologists who have 
been so foolish or so unscrupulous as to claim that it 
is indispensable to the temperance cause and in the 
education of our children. Both claims are absurd. 


LIST C.—PASSAGES CONDITIONALLY CONDEMNING THE USE 
OF WINE, ETC., UPON STATED OCCASIONS, BY CERTAIN 
PERSONS UPON CERTAIN OCCASIONS, ETC. 


Lev. x, 9-11: “Do not drink wine nor strony 
drink, thou, nor thy sons with thee, when ye g> 
into the tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die; 
it shall be a statute forever throughout your genera- 
tions and that ye may put difference between holy 
and unholy, and between unclean and clean; and that 
ye may teach the children of Israel all the statutes 


which the Lord hath spoken unto them by the hand - 


of Moses.” ` 

This command is made much of by the Christian 
Prohibitionists, but it must be plainly apparent to 
every unprejudiced reader that the inhibition ex- 
tended to the priests alone, and to them only when 
within the tabernacle ; and the implication is plain 
that the reason the command was given was because 
the priests drank so that they could not tell the “un- 
clean from the clean,” nor perceive the difference be- 
tween the “holy and unholy” articles upon and 
about the altar. But if this command was really, as 
it clearly was not, intended for all people at all times, 
why do Christians use wine at communion, and why 
do the ministers use it then, for they are surely shut 
out from such indulgence if the command was for the 
gentiles as well as for the Jews, and if it was not for 
the former, what means all this hypocritical clamor 
over the text? And why not obey the commands, 
given in the same connection, concerning the meat 
offering? If one part of the command is yet bind- 
ing, why not all of it? 

Num. vi, 3: “He shall separate. himself from 
wine and strong drink, and shall drink no vinegar ‘of 


wine, or vinegar of strong drink; neither shall he . 


drink any liquor of grapes, nor eat moist grapes or 
dried." 


This, of course, only applies to the time in which . 


a Nazarite should separate himself by a vow “unto 
the Lord,” and eating grape jelly is as deadly a sin 
as drinking wine. . — E 
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_ At the expiration of the allotted time, and after 
the priest has performed some ceremonies, “The 
Nazarite may drink wine" (v. 20). Cold comfort for 
Mr. Stevenson here. ` 

Judges xiii, 4: “Now, therefore, beware, I pray 
thee, and drink not wine, nor strong drink, and eat not 
any unclean thing." This was said by the “angel of 
the Lord” to the wife of Manoah, the father of Sam- 
son, and the context shows that it had no more ex- 
tended application. But if it had, the command also 
forbade “unclean things,” i.e., many animals which 


_ Christians greatly consume, evidently with no thought 


that they are violating any of God’s ordinances, 
though they try to make it appear that this alleged 
inhibition of wine and strong drink is yet in force. 

_ Prov. xxxi, 4, 5, “It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it 
is not for kings to drink wine, nor for princes strong 
drink ;.lest they drink and forget the law, and. per- 
vert the judgment of any of the afflicted." 

In striking contrast to this, read the 6th and 7th 
verses of the same chapter given in list B.- 

Eccl. ii, 3: “I sought in mine heart to give myself 
unto wine, yet acquainting mine heart with wisdom." 
. Isa. v, 11: “Woe unto them that rise up early in the 
morning, that they may follow strong drink; that 
continue until night till wine inflame them.”: 

Reading this verse by itself, one would naturally 


_ conclude that it was a condemnation of wine and 


strong drink to excess, and the Christian temperance 
man wil doubtless accuse me of classifying it 
wrongly, saying that I should have put it in List A, 


‘but an examination of the contents shows that I am 


dealing generously with them in not putting them in 
List B. Verse 8 of this chapter says: “ Woe unto 
them that join house to house, that lay field to field, 
till there be no places that they may be placed alone 
in the midst of the earth !” The prophet is denouncing 
avarice and covetousness, not intemperance, and in 
verse 10 he says: “ Yea, ten acres of vineyard shall 
yield one bath, and the seed.of a homer shall yield 
an ephah.” . 

Here, as in many other places in the Bible, we find 
that a failure of the vintage was threatened as a pun- 
ishment upon the people for their transgressions, or 
alleged transgressions. 

In verse 2 of same the chapter we find the same 
thought in another form. God is said to liken Jeru- 


_salem to a vineyard in which he had planted vines 


and made a wine-press, and the vines yielded only 
wild grapes, and hence the judgments fulminated in 
verses 5 to 30. The argument of this chapter is 
against instead of for abstinence. 

Isa. xxii, 13: * And behold joy and gladness, slay- 
ing oxen and killing sheep, eating flesh and drinking 
wine; let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we die." 

This is an incidental condemnation only of wine- 
drinking, the context showing that the general 
worldly character of the people had once more 
pelea DN down upon them the denunciations of the 
prophet, and it will be perceived that the eating of 


: flesh is coupled with the drinking of wine in the 


category of serious offenses. 

Jer. xxxv, 2: “Go unto the house of the Rechab- 
ités, and speak unto them, and bring them into the 
house. of the Lord, into one of the chambers and 
give them wine to drink.” i 

But the Rechabites would not drink the wine, 
which has rarely failed to be found conveniently near 
to the “ house of the Lord,” and they said (verse 6): 

* We will drink no wine, for Jonadab the son of 
Rechab oür father commanded, saying, Ye shall drink 
no wine, neither ye nor your sons forever." 

W. C. T. U. people stop right here, preferring to 
teach falsehood when it seemingly gives strength to 
their assertion that the Bible is a temperance work. 
But the Rechabites said something more. What was 
it? It.was to the effect that Jonadab had also com- 


-manded them not to build houses, nor to sow seed, 


nor plant vineyards. 

Verse 7 says: "Neither shall ye build houses, nor 
sow seed, nor plant vineyards, nor have any; but all 
your days ye shall dwell in tents, that ye may live 
many days in the land where ye be strangers; 
8. Thus we have obeyed the voice of Jon- 
adab the son of Rechab our father, in all that he hath 
charged us, to drink no wine all our days, we, our 
wives, our sons, nor our daughters; 9. nor to 
build houses for us to dwell in; neither hav we vine- 
yard, nor field, nor seed; 10. but we have dwelt in 
tents, and have obeyed, and done according to all 
that Jonadab our father commanded us.” 

How many of our modern pretended Rechabites 
have done all this? Is living in a house and plant- 
ing seed equally wrong with planting vineyards and 
drinking wine? 

If these passages are carefully read, the investi- 
gator will see that they have no hearing whatever on 
the temperance problem. 

Ezek. xliv, 21: * Neither shall any priests drink 
wine when they enter into the inner court." 

And every Christian priest who partakes of wine 
in the sacrament disobeys this command! 

Dan. i, 8: * But Daniel purposed in his heart that 
he would not defile himself with the portion of the 
king's meat, nor with the wine which he drank," 


It was because the wine came from the king, and 
not because it was wine, that Daniel would not drink 
it. He wanted food from another source, or perhaps 
he had made some vow which did not permit him to 
use wine. But be this as it may, he set as strong an 
example against meat as against wine, though those 
who quote this text in support of their position do 
not usually, unless they are Adventists, pay any re- 
gard to the argument against meat. 

The first, second, fourth, and twenty-third verses 
of the fifth chapter of Daniel make mention of wine 
and wine-drinking, and the phosphorescent letters on 
the wall appear after those present were well filled 
with something besides the holy spirit ; but we read 
no word of rebuke of the drinking, but only of the 
manner of it and of the consequent idolatry. Jeho- 
vah had been insulted by the adoration offered to the 
other gods, and the condemnation from the lips of 
Daniel was clearly intended to have effect in support 
of the claim of his divinity's supremacy; it was in no 
sense intended to be a temperance lecture; indeed, it 
is doubtful whether Daniel ever heard of temperance. 

Dan. x, 3: “Tate no pleasant bread, neither came 
flesh nor vine in my mouth, neither did I anoint my- 
self at all, till three whole weeks were fulfilled. 

Texts like this need no comment; they explain 
themselves; they give not the least support to the 
W. C. T. U. claim. . 

Joel iii, 3: “ And they have cast lots for my peo- 
ple; and. have given a boy for a harlot, and sold a girl 
for wine, that they might drink." 

Micah ii, 11: “If a man walking in the spirit and 
falsehood do lie, saying, I will prophesy unto thee of 
wine and of strong drink, he shall even be the prophet 
of this people.” : : 

Prophesy what concerning wine and strong drink ? 

Rom. xiv, 21: “It is good neither to eat flesh, nor 
to drink wine, nor anything whereby thy brother 
stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak. 

From the preceding and the following verses it is 
clear that the thought uppermost in the mind of the 
apostle was that he who did that which his conscience 
condemns because a:stumbling-block in the way of 
others. “Happy is he that condemneth not himself 
in that thing which he alloweth,” he says in verse 22, 
while in verse 23 he continues in further explanation: 
* And he tbat doubteth is damned if he eat, because 
he eateth not of faith; for whatsoever is not of faith 
is sin.” In verse 20 he had said, “All things indeed 
are pure; but it is evil for that man who eateth with 
offense." That is, the man who does that which he 
believes to be wrong, though, as a matter of fact, it 
may be right in itself considered, is debasing himself 
and is likely to cause others to go astray. This, and 
not any real condemnation of wine-drinking or of 
meat-eating, which, by implication, are declared to 
be pure, is the lesson which a ‘fair analysis of these 
passages conveys to us. 

Eph: v, 18: * And benot drunk with wine, wherein 
is excess; but be filled with the spirit." 

In other words, to drink wine until you are drunk 
is to be guilty of excess in the use of that article, but 
there is here not the slightest intimation that the;use 
of wine in moderation is wrong. 

In enumerating the qualifications of bishop, the 
apostle tells us in 1 Tim. iii, 3, that he must not (be) 
given to wine, no striker, not greedy of tiithy lucre; 
but patient; not a bawler, not covetous. Eighth verse: 
“Likewise must the deacons be grave, not double- 
tongued, not given to much wine, not greedy of filthy 
lucre.” ` 

Much wine! This amounts to saying that they 
may drink in moderation. 

The same canting we find in Titus i, 7, and ii, 3, 
but in the four passages (in Timothy and Titus) 
there is nothing which the modern total abstainer 
would regard as unqualifiedly sound temperance doc- 
trin. ‘1 Peter iv, 3, speaks of * excess of wine,” indi- 
cating that the author condemned the “excess” only, 
not the moderate use. 

The candid Christian must admit that there is 
nothing in any or in all of the passages in this List 
which contains a condemnation of wine when used in 
what the writers of the Bible regarded as moderation. 
The condemnation, where there is any, is of its ex- 
cessive use, and especially of its excessive use by the 
priests when engaged in. the duties of the altar. 

A number of the passages put in List “A” should, 
in strict justice, have been included under this head, 
but, as previously remarked, I preferred to give the 
Bible and its apologists the benefit of all doubts and 
obscure readings. The case against them is bad 
enough, at the very best. 

(CONCLUDED NEXT WEEK.) 
+ 
Mr. Blissert Not Wanted. 

A paragraph in a recent issue of Pomeroys Democrat 
stated that Robert Blissert (who was referred to as Brick’s 
‘energetic Greenback friend ”) had been elected chairman of 
the Central Labor Union of New York, and that the body 
now had an opportunity to elect its candidates irrespectiv of 
either of the two old parties. One of the C. L. U. Trustees 
was authorized by last Sunday's meeting to contradict the 
statement; and he assures us that not only does the C: L. U. 
rule against the election of a permanent chairman, but it dis- 
countenances everything political—even "from the Green- 
backers.— The Boycotter. i 


Prayer: Its Efficacy. 


Although for many years I hav ceased to believe 
in the efficacy of prayer, still I hav always treated 
with respect those who seriously did believe in it, 
however ludicrous or unreasonable to me their belief 
might seem. And I hav at times had to repress a 
smile at the seemingly impertinent familiarity with 
which the Christian God is addressed. People who 
pray in this style surely never reflect how grossly 
insulting such appeals would be if addressed to a 
friend or any fellow-being from whom was expected a 
favor. But“ God” is appealed to as a person to be 
tickled with flattery, cajoled with praise, and ap- 
peased with the promis of good conduct in future. ~ 

Not long ago a friend related to me his experience 
in the matter of prayer. “ Recently,” he remarked, 
“I attended the sick-bed of a seriously afflicted young 
man, of a pious and wealthy family. I liked the 
young man in spite of his many breaches of moral 
decorum, to which the wealth and piety of his family 
blinded the eyes of society. He was habitually too 
social, and not unfrequently took too much wine for 
his stomach’s sake. 

“But here he was, his burning temples swathed 
in flannels saturated with cooling liquids, and his 
feverish body writhing in agony. I really loved the 
young man, as I said, for I thought I saw shining 
through his wayward exterior redeeming virtues 
which under more favorable conditions would hav 
made him a useful citizen. As I entered the sick 
man’s chamber. the reverend pastor was in the full 
tide of a ferveht prayer. Great drops of sweat stood 
out on his moistened brow as he evoked every kind 
of pious exertion in behalf of this erring child of 
grace—and he pledged in his behalf the fulfilment of 
every kind of impossible service. He should hence- 
forth sing the praises of Jehovah and the holy 
redeemer! He would make midnight cheerful with 
melody, and the starry firmament hum with Christian 
devotion! As the pastor paused for breath, some 
pious, sympathetic brother coaxingly threw in his 
private appeal sotto voce, ‘Do, Lord, do! The pas- 
tor resuming continued, ‘O Lord, thou canst restore 
this youthful saint to health! O Lord, thou hast in 
times past done wonders! Thou hast raised the 
dead. Thou hast increased the widow's oil. Thou 
hast cleansed the leper. Thou hast made the blind 
tosee. Thou hast made the cripple to walk. In times 
past thou hast miraculously parted the Red Sea for 
Moses and thy chosen people. Through thy servant 
Joshua thou hast commanded the sun and moon to 

stand still whilst thou hast vanquished the enemies of 
Israel. Thou bast compelled the sun’s shadow to go 
back ten degrees on the dial of Ahaz. Thou hast 
miraculously preserved the disobedient prophet 
Jonah in the whale’s belly, and hast been the pro- 
ducer of hundreds of recorded miracles! And now, 
O Lord, do not go back on thy divine record, for thou 
hast already done it for greater sinners than this suf- 
fering child of grace, the pet of his parents and pride 
of thy holy church !’ 

* What further was said I know not, for I quietly 
withdrew from the house and the sound of this insane 
rhapsody.” 

“Well,” I inquired of my friend, “ what became of 
the afflicted young man? He died, of course?" 

* Not a bit of it," replied my friend. “ To the sur- 
prise of all but these lunatics he recovered; and his 
cure went the round of all pious circles as a notable, 
instance of the power of prayer.” 

“Of the young man—was the reformation perma- 
nent?" I asked. 

“For a short time only; for, alas! John Barley- 
corn was too potent for the church or temperance ; 
and his body was recently drawn from the dock and 
became a subject for the coroner. D. Bruce. 

Brooklyn, E. D. ; 


0 
Beginnings. 
For some years of my youth I was thrown into a 
lonely, obscure region occupied chiefly by Indians. 


There I saw the life of the savage, and the origin of 
civil society, the foundations of empire. Great 
towiis. populous, thriving communities, hav grown 
up. While we were all poor and had everything to 
do, then was the best of times. When wealth became 
superabundant, then was the worst of times for lack 
of money. When anything passed for money that 
had the signature of a well-known honest settler, this 
money and all other things desired were superabun- 
dant. I learned then that money is a certain form of 
credit in circulation. 

I learned also in my intimacy with Indians that 
here and there is a mind of nativ grandeur and orig- 
inality as superior to all those around him as would 
be the educated white man. I conclude that we are 
indebted for all ovr progress to a few ‘minds, the 
masses being inert, improvident; but greedy and 
selfish individuals often lead them wrong. I learned 
many things which those educated in old so-called 
civilized society can never know save theoretically. 


Horr. 
e 


Senn to Tur Truta SEEKER oflice for a catalog of 
the books we hav for sale. The catalog is free. 
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The Liberal Club. 


The Lenten exercises at the Manhattan Liberal 
Club were continued at its 409th regular meeting. 
When the writer, having seen that his badge-pin was 
in a position where its attractions were not obscured, 
- entered the hall at 220 East Fifteenth street, he ex- 
tracted a five-cent piece from his pocket and gave it 
to Treasurer Morris, this being the regular price of 
admission to the meetings of the club. Ladies and 
Presbyterians are not required to pay anything. 

It was a fine gathering. All the seats were occu- 
pied, and fully half of those present were ladies. A 
glance around revealed many familiar countenances. 
There was the smoothly-shaven face of Mr. Tompkins, 
the Houston-street barber, who is likewise the author 
of the poem “ Venus and Adonis,” and also inventor 
of the appliance by which a. loaded car is designed to 
propel itself with the assistance of its own weight. 
Lawyer Chamberlain was also there, conspicuous 
for his good looks. Mr. Eckhart tipped back his 
chair in the northwest corner and listened comfort- 
ably. Mr. Eckhart is one of those far-seeing persons 
who rightly believe that any scheme of reform is 
futil that does not provide for the abolition of the 
Roman Catholic church. Mr. Langerfeldt ornamented 
his accustomed place by the treasurers table. 
. Madam Delescluze was there, and smiled as amiably 
upon the writer of these lines as though he had 
' never written anything which she deemed it neces- 
sary to rebuke. . l 

The lecturer was Mr. F. F. Cook, and he had 
chosen the contemporary subject of “ Strikes” upon 
which to discourse. Mr. Cook is a fine-looking man. 
He read his lecture in a clear and impressiv voice, 
putting the emphasis where it would do the most good. 
He took highly philosophical grounds and viewed 
the question from that altitude. Strikes, he said, 

„were to sociology what the storm signal is to meteorol- 
. ogy. The question was one of morals. The speaker 
drew a distinction between capital and capitalism, the 
one being a beneficent force, the other a cruel, lustful, 
and tyrannic power. Capital itself is simply so much 
stored energy. The right of the workingman to strike 
Mr. Cook regarded as beyond dispute, but he denied 
the right of any man to take the place of the 
striker. The latter, he held, had an intangible 
right to the position which he had won through 
long service. The position was vacated through 
the wrongs of one laborer, and the right of none 
could be based upon the wrongs of another. 
The case of the printer was instanced. On a 
morning paper a.compositor must work and wait as 
a substitute perhaps for years before he can secure 
a “frame” at which he can work full time. Having 
won this position thus, Mr. Cook held, the printer’s 
intangible proprietorship in the frame is as worthy 
of respect as the owner's tangible proprietorship in 
metal and wood forming the physical thing. There- 
fore, an outsider had no more right to occupy the 
position without the consent of the printer than to 
carry away the type without leave from its owner. 
Mr. Cook’s remarks on the subject would arouse the 
enthusiasm of all good printers. In the matter 
of the strike in the southwest the speaker coun- 
seled compulsory arbitration. Failing to submit 
to this, the railroad company should not be al- 
lowed to hire anybody. If the workmen failed to 
abide, then the arm of the law should be stretched 
out to protect the company against all acts of vio- 
lence. At present the government puts out its war 
arm first, instead of its arm of peace. 

The audience had to listen atténtivly.to Mr. Cook 
in order to catch his meaning, as he has a habit of 
using words that are long and hard to define. For 
that reason, though willing to applaud what they 
understood, the listeners were sometimes in doubt 
about the meaning of the last remark, and the 
applause was hesitating and characterized by more or 
less scarcity. 

It is perhaps unnecessary to say that Mr. Langer- 
feldt was the first speaker. Referring pleasantly to 
the blatherskite kind of stuff which we sometimes 
hear, he explained that he did not class this with 
‘that kind of business. He was glad to see the club 
doing something besides Christ-killing. As to arbi- 
tration, it would not work. There was a board of 
arbitration in England, and its office is never invoked 
by anybody. Private property should be abolished. 
Mr. Langerfeldt then went home. It was the great- 
est effort of his life. 

Colonel Hinton indorsed the lecture as to its time- 
liness and applicability to the present state of affairs, 
but he could not accept it in its ultimate, Private 
property was a law of individualism. The relations 
between society and individual must be closely 
studied, so that we may know precisely where the 
function of each begins and ends. Until we ascer- 
tain this we are groping in the dark. 

Captain Clark, who has followed the salt water all 
his life in every capacity from deck-hand to sea ser- 
pent, said the lecture was an admirable statement of 
things, but he could not accept it as a finality. He 
held that we were all slaves to the rest of the com- 
munity; but if he could choose his master, he would 
take the aristocrat in preference to the sans culottes 


every time. Organized labor he held to be a tyranny. 
There probably wasn’t a poorer man in the house than 
he was, but he would fight on the side of capital. 
He had had intercourse with all nations of the earth, 
both civilized and barbarous, and had made observa- 
tions. These observations he would like to lay before 
the club ina lecture. Captain Clark then gave an 
imitation of the forensic peculiarities of Robert Blis-. 
sert, and spoke disparagingly of the club and its ora- 
tors generally. He said the listener must go through 
a bushel of chaff to get a grain of wheat. Having 
thus cut everybody up fine and hurt the feelings of 
the president, Captain Clark left the platform in 
triumph. 

Dr. Weeks followed without protest. The shal- 
lows sometimes murmur when Dr. Weeks rises to 
speak, but the deeps are dumb; and the doctor usu- 
ally givs the murmurers a shot about their lack of 
manners that makes them dumb also. This time, as 
has been remarked, there were no signs of dissent, 
and Dr. Weeks made a series of philosophical obser- 
vations upon the subject of the evening. The man 
with the badge-pin was not permitted to hear the 
rest of the discussion, being lured away at-this point. 
He learns from the secretary that Madam Deles- 
cluze gave Captain Clark “ hail Columbia," and whit- 
tled him down good. Dr. Foote, Jr., told how a 
strike looks from an elevation of six feet and several 
inches, and did a little punning at the expense of 
Captain Clark, after which Mr. Cook replied to and 
confounded his critics. . 

At the next meeting Dyer D. Lum will lecture on 
“The Historical Evolution of Liberty and Its Bear- 
ing upon Anarchy.” And at the close of the debate 
—unless the hour has grown too late—in the manner 
customary, the business gathering occurs, to elect a 
Board of Officers and Assistant Secretary. All mem- 
bers of the club are requested to be present. i 

————— 9 M 


Canadian Notelets. 


Crowded houses hav been the rule thus far in Mr. 
Watts's present course of lectures. The experiment 
of a free week-night lecture was tried on the evening 
of Thursday, April 8th, and in point of numbers was 
a success, even beyond expectation, although the col- 
lection was hardly up to the mark. 

Mr. Watts gave his great lecture on “The Fall 
and Atonement,” one of the most destructiv in his 
list, and calculated to bring out opposition if there 
is any present. 

Well, we got something this time, but it could 
hardly be called opposition. The lecture was well 
advertised, and it was hoped that some uneasy clergy- 
man or divinity student might stray in and meke 
things interesting; but perhaps an all-wise Provi- 
dence had willed if otherwise. At any rate, they 
didn’t come, and the audience were afflicted for about 
twenty minutes, at the close of the lecture, with the 
ravings of a couple cranks who took advantage of the 
opportunity offered them to ventilate their peculiar 
alleged ideas, to insult the lecturer, and to beauti- 
fully illustrate the folly of inviting indiscriminate 
debate. 

The first to answer to the call of the chairman was 
an old man over whose head the snows of some eighty 
odd winters had successfully passed, and who ought 
to hav been in the church or the asylum. He started 
out with the first chapter of Genesis, and wandered 


dreamily off into space, giving the sore-eared audi- 
ence an account of the original nebula and its gyra- 
tions through primeval chaos, that must hay caused 
the bones of Laplace and Herschell to shake in their 
coffins. 

The next to face the music was a very excitable 
member of the Salvation Army, who lashed himself 
into a fury, warned the audience to flee from the 
wrath to come, and gave ablood-curdling description 
of the death-bed scenes of Infidels. The name of 
Ingersoll over the platform caught his eye, and 
seemed to lend him inspiration. It must hav been 
inspiration, nothing else could hav done it. He act- 
ually gave us an account of the scenes at the death- 
bed of Colonel Ingersoll. The screams of laughter 


at this juncture might hav been heard on the esplan- 
ade, and when informed that the colonel at last 
accounts was alive and in his usual health, he “ sup- 
posed he must hay been misinformed.” 

There were buckets of fun while it lasted, but, as 
this sort of thing is not calculated to add dignity to 
the meetings, and rather mars the effect of the lect- 
ure, the powers that be hay decided to prevent its 
recurrence in the future. 

Mr. Watts lectured again, Sunday evening, 11th, 
subject, “The New Testament : Its History and Teach- 
ings,” and again the hall was packed with a splendid 
audience, who were evidently deeply impressed with 
the grand lecture they heard. There were quite a 
number of strangers present, all of whom expressed 
unqualified approval, some of them afterward send- 


ing in application for membership. 

At the close of the lecture Mr. Watts announced a 
special lecture for Saturday evening, the 17th, when he 
will reply to Dr. Wild (in the sermon spoken of last 
week). The statement that the doctor, and also Dr. 
Potts, would be especially invited was received with 


applause, and the announcement that Dr. Wild would 
be invited to` publicly debate with Mr. Watts-—hall 
and advertisment free, the proceeds to go to some 
publie charity—fairly brought down the house. - 

Mr. Watts also announced that on Monday, 26th ` 
(the day before he leaves for England), he will de- 
liver a lecture. in aid of the hall fund ; tickets, twenty- 
five cents. He not only givs his services free for 
this lecture, but generously offered to act as ticket 
agent, and sold $14 worth before leaving the platform. 

The society having been at great expense in fitting 
up the new premises, Mr. Watts’s generous action is 
most opportune, and will not be forgotten by the 
friends. 

On Monday Mr. Risser wrote to Dr. Wild along 
letter, which concludes as follows: . 
On Saturday evening, April 17th, Mr. Charles Watts will 
deliver a special lecture in our new hall in reply to your ser- 
mon of last Sunday evening. He will.correct some of your 
misstatements and misrepresentations of our views, which, 

no doubt, were innocently and ignorantly made. 

We extend to you a most cordial invitation to be present 
on that occasion, to set us right where you believe us to be 
wrong. We hope you wil see your way clear to signify 
your acceptance. You hav a duty on hand that you can 
scarcely refuse to perform. "We will assure you a friendly 

reeting, an attentiv hearing, and a respectful consideration. 
Come now, and let us reason together. É 
Yours sincerely, J. A. Risser, 
Pres. Toronto Secular Society. 

“On Wednesday Mr. Risser received the following 
laconic and characteristic reply: 

J. A. Risser, Esq., Dear Sir: Your letter of 6th to hand. 
In reply I regret to say that I cannot attend your lecture on 
Saturday evening. Yours kindly, Josera WILD. 

“ Only this, and nothing more.” It was hardly ex- 
pected that he would accept the invitation, but surely 
the courteous and gentlemanly letter of friend Risser 
deserved at least something in the way of a reply 
from one who is supposed to be teaching a gospel of 
love. However, there is a rod in pickle for the doc- 
tor, and he may yet be forced to giv a reason for 
refusing to meet men whom he has wilfully maligned, 
people who are morally and socially at least as good 
as himself, and away above what some of his own 
congregation can be shown to be. - 

Last Sunday evening the Rev. Hugh Johnston, of 
the Metropolitan (Methodist) church, preached a ser- 
mon against theaters and theater-goers which has 
brought out several caustic replies in the city papers 
(the inclosed letter from the World of last Tuesday: 
is a sample), which prove that Secularists are not 
the only people who are disgusted with the ravings 


of these “sanctimonious, self-righteous hypocrits.” 


The Rev. Canon Demoulin also preached on the 
same subject. In both cases the sermon was an out- 
pouring of the vilest denunciation and wholesale 
abuse. The theaters were spoken of as “dens of: 
infamy,” and their patrons as “ horse-thieves," gam- 
blers, fallen women,” etc., and they giv the secret of 
their hatred away and show where the shoe pinches 
by whining “that the theaters are making more 
money than the churches.” Aye, there’s the rub. 
Said the Rev. Mr. Johnston: “A certain theater in 
Chicago takes in as high as $7,000 in a single night, 
while the income of the Metropolitan church is only 
$24,000 in a year.” Mirabile dictu! and yet the 
heavens don’t fall. 

Will the editor of Tux Truru SerreR kindly send 
to these “ gentlemen" (who hav maligned better men 
and women than themselvs), Messrs. Johnston and 
Demoulin, a copy of the *Crimes,of Preachers,” 
at my expense, and add thereto the names of Ham- 
ford, Parson Downs, and that miserable devil Dyson, 
who saved his own dirty neck by putting the rope 
around that of the woman, his partner in crime, and 
the host of others who are always cropping up in the 
newspapers? i 

Nothing but crass ignorance, or consummate 
cheek, could hav made the Rev. Mr. Johnston take 
for his text last Sunday this: “ By their fruits shall 
ye know them.” Torowo. 

April 15, 1886. 


E 
The Truth Seeker Editor Answered, 
Lenj. R. Tucker in Liberty, 1 

In concluding a feeble effort at reply to a Galveston News 
criticism of Tne Truru SEEKER in its recent struggle with 
Anarchism, the editor of "Tur Trorm Seeker remarks: 
‘There is a scholarly courtesy in the criticisms of the Galves- 
ton News becoming to a great journal, which we miss in the 
editorials of the smaller Liberty. Whether or no it would 
not giv force and dignity to their utteranccs to copy the style 
of Mr. J. L. Walker, of Galveston, is a question we leave to 
the judgment of Messrs. Tucker and Appleton." If there is 
one thing more than another that Anarchists believe in, it is 
the principle of contract. Now I hava contract to propose 
to the editor of Tne Truru SEEKER. If, in all future discus- 
sions between Tur TRUTH SEEKER and Liberty, he will show 
one-half the brains and one-tenth the honesty of J. L. 
Walker, I will show twice his courtesy. Is it a bargain? 


——— 9 9— — —— —— 
Professor Seymour?s Illuess. 

To THE EDITOR or Tug Trursa SrEkxEn, Sir: Allow me,. 
through the columns of your paper, to inform the friends. 
and Liberals that Prof. W. Seymour, President of the Penn- 
sylvania Secular Union, has been confined to his bed for the 
past two weeks with congestion of the brain, and although. 
we hav sometimes despaired of his life, through the applica- ` 
tion of medical skill, and constant watchfulness and care, 
we are pleased to feel at this time that he will soon be re- 
stored to his normal condition af health and usefulness. 

Philadelphia, Pa., April 18, 1886. JEAN E. ROBERTS, 
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News and Notes. 


I am somewhat surprised at the number of friends 
and acquaintances that I hav met with out West. I 
might travel for days in New England and not meet 
anyone I know; so many stay at home and indoors 
in that placid country. I suppose it is called the 
Hub of the universe simply because it is so slow in 
turning round. Here, out West, we are on the 
outer circle and always in & whirl and things are 
continually happening, and at almost every stopping- 
p ace I come across a familiar face that I had no more 
idea of meeting than of the premier of England. I 
imagin they are far &way, but the mighty West has 
taken them into its enormous whirlpool, and fate 
brings us together. Westward is the stream of 
tendency. The trains are full I hav to sleep 
almost standing up. The fat man has no show. 
Day after day I see the tented wagons go by. The 
people are beginning to settle even on the sandy 
blutfs where never a flower has grown before, and 
. Somehow the harvest begins to shine, the rains fall, 

and the skies shed blessings as the busy step of the 
white man advances. There seems to be a magic in 
his touch. Like Alexander Selkirk, he is monarch of 
, all he surveys, and evokes its riches the moment his 


.. plow penetrates the soil. 


I was a schoolmaster once, in the happy college 
days, when I thought I knew everything because I 
could decline a Greek verb. It was up among the 
green hills of Vermont, in one of its loveliest villages. 
I remember the lyceum we had where youthful genius 
plumed its wings for many an airy flight. I remem- 
ber the squirrel hunt and the rides by night amid the 
lonely hills in search of game, for it was lawfulin 
those combats of the rival Nimrods to lie, cheat, and 
stealin order to count the biggest number and win 
the dinner I remember the old meeting-house 
perched on the hill, too venerable and mighty for the 
preacher, and so he held forth in an humbler chapel 
by its side; but for one night this ancient edifice 
blazed with the fires of the muse of the drama, and I 
for once enjoyed the romance of the stage. 

All this flashed upon me, when, thousands of miles 
away, amid the prairies, I met one of my pupils. I 
.found her a stately matron and member of the Pres- 
byterian church in good and regular standing. 
Apparently she had lost no faith in the creeds of her 
childhood, and scarcely knew what Liberalism meant; 
and yet, when I asked her if she believed all that was 
in the Bible, she replied, *Oh, no; only that which 
seems reasonable to me.” ‘Do you believe in the 
story of Jonah and the whale?’ “I do not,” she 
rephed, utterly oblivious of the terrible heterodoxy 
of her statement; “why, nobody believes that to- 
day," she added. Thus in her words she showed the 
unconscious drift of the intelligent mind that still 
remains within the church, and that will to a certain 
extent think for itself. It, however, does not realize 
how totally it has abandoned the old, and entered 
upon the new. This was indeed something of a rev- 
elation to me of the immensity of that change which 
is passing over the world. 'The ministers do not 
know the deep current of thought that is in their 
very congregations, and that will some time all of a 
sudden tumble their churches about their ears. I 
' told my friend that I thought she was a very poor 
Presbyterian, but a first-rate Liberal  * Oh, no,” 
said she, “ I am a good Presbyterian still" I could 
only leave it with time to settle the matter, and I 
guess it will. 

After an all-night ride, bright and early I met J. 
J. Jensen at Plum Creek. He, together with Mr. H. 
S, Olmstead, had arranged for the lectures at this 


place. . They are both stanch Liberals and subscrib- 
ers of Tue Troura Seeker, and that, I suppose, 
accounts for their energy in this campaign for 
Freethought. I also met a former comrade of the 
plains, R. D. Thompson, and his wife, too, who used 
to work with me in the Unitarian church at North 
Platte. It was a pleasant surprise to meet these 
friends. i 

There were scarcely half a dozen houses in Plum 
Creek when I left the plains some years ago. Now 
it has over one thousand inhabitants, and is a bright 
and lively place, and the country round about it is 
rapidly filling up. My lectures were the first Free- 
thought lectures ever given, and excited an unex- 
pected interest. It was the means of introducing 
many Liberals to one another who did not know be- 
fore that they belonged to the same ranks. The 
Lectures were well attended.. An auxiliary Secular 
Union will be formed. The following are the mem- 
bers at present: Dr. J. F. Snider, temporary secre- 
tary; Dr. William Bancroft, J. J. Jensen, Jacob 
Blumer, Ferdinand Zimmerer, W. J. Lamma, T. W. 
Hanna, John Gunn, A. J. Watkins, H. S. Olmstead, 
R. D. Thompson, M. Cole, W. D. Kelsey, George A. 
Watkins, T. G. Watkins, Virgil Allyn, R. F. James, 
S. O. Hall, and H. Cox. These are the leading busi- 
ness and professional men of the place, and I hav no 
doubt that a good Secular Society will be formed 
with such noble and progressiv elements in the city 
and the country round about. 

I was quite surprised to meet here Mr. and Mrs. 
T. G. Watkins, of Pennsylvania, who hav come to 
this country to liv with their children. I met these 
friends at the Cassadaga Congress, and well remem- 
ber their interest and enthusiasm in the Liberal 
cause. They are a welcome addition to the Free- 
thought ranks of Nebraska. 

From Plum Creek I eame on to North Platte, 
which is one of my old camping-grounds. There 
for two years I worked in the Unitarian harness, 
and built the Unitarian Hall I went to look at 
the building wherein I had put many a hard day’s 
work, and thought, and hope. It did not look 
so big as it once did, nor was it so emblematic of 
the future of mankind. It was a somewhat melan- 
choly monument—a relic of what was forever dead. 
Unitarianism is to me no longer a thing of beauty as 
it once was. It belongs to the past—the sunset of 
an ancient world, not the morning of a nobler future. 
There was something inexpressibly sad in the re- 
membrance of the immense changes which had taken 
place since I first put my foot on this soil, which, in 
the geographies of my boyhood, was put down as in 
the Great American Desert. The desert has disap- 
peared, and ail about are smiling farms, and 
North Platte has trebled its population since I left. 
Then the wild buffalo came prancing into its streets 
and the Indian loafed along trying to sell the spoils 
of the hunt. The buffalo and the Indian hav gone, 
and I guess the doctrins that I then preached are 
gone as effectually as they, and will never reappear 
in the path of civilization. It was a great pleasure, 
hywever, to meet with many friends and liv over again 
some of the happy days of the past. I could only 
stop for a few hours. I shall lecture here on my 
return trip. There are plenty of Liberals in this 
thriving city of the plains. 

Here I am at Laramie City, over seven thousand 
feet above the level of the plains and within sight of 
the Snowy Range, the beginning of the Rockies, and 
where winter reigns eternally. Never does the crown 
of frost disappear from these gleaming summits. 
The softest skies of summer still bend above their icy 
foreheads. 

I must confess the air is rather thin, and a little 
exercise makes me tired. But there is a certain 
exhilaration also in this lofty atmosphere. We seem 
to be at the top of creation. Soft and brilliant colors 
are along the horizon, and deck the clouds that float 
over the blue as intense as that of an Italian sky. 
No wonder there is plenty of vim in this elevated 
spot. Jove upon Olympus did not occupy a higher 
seat; and why, then, should not this be the dwelling 
of the gods? Nature spreads her palace bere and 
man can revel in his exalted station. 

J had good audiences afternoon and evening at the 
Opera House. There is afine Liberal element in the 
place, and an auxiliary Union will be established. 
As at Plum Creek, the lectures hav developed an 
unexpected force for Liberalism. 

The Methodist minister of the place undertook to 
tackle me in the midst of my discourse on Sunday 
afternoon, but he retired with somewhat disordered 
forces, and although I gave him plenty of chances, 
he did not rally sufficiently to make another onset. I 
was saying that I had too much respect for the intel- 
ligence of the clergymen of Laramie to think that a 
siugle one of them believed in the story of Jonah and 
the whale. He impetuously leaped up in his seat, 
and amid the small cheers of & few surrounding allies 
declared that he believed the whole story from be- 
ginning to end. I answered that I was very much 
surprised at his declaration of faith, and admired his 
sincerity, but wondered on what evidence he believed 
the story. “If you will allow J will tell you,” he 
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said. “Go on," I answered. “I believe it," he 
replied, “because the Bible says so, and because 
Jesus affirms it.” I then said: “ You believe that the 
whale swallowed Jonah simply on the testimony of 
the Bible. In that case you occupy exactly the same 
position that Sam Jones does. He believes it for the 
same reason, and with sound logie says that if the 
Bible affirmed that Jonah swallowed the whale alive, 
and that the whale remained three days and nights 
in the belly of Jonah, and then came up and went to 
Nineveh, he would believe this just as quick as the 
other story, and, of course, so would you.” The 
minister saw the point and sat down, evidently sur- 
prised at the drift of his own argument. I could not 
get him to say another word. He had come to the 
conclusion that ‘discretion was the better part of 
valor.” | 

He came to me after the lecture with a few inqui- 
ries. He asked me if I did not think it possible for 
the whale to swallow Jonah, etc., provided the Bible 
God was & matter of fact. I answered of course it 
was possible if the machinery for its performance was 
at hand. But that was the very question at issue, Is 
there such a machinery, such a God? Science denied 
it. Itis both inconceivable and unprovable. I found 
it useless to talk with the gentleman, for he was so 
possessed with the devil of theology that I couldn't 
pin him down to a single logical sequence. At- last 
he said, ‘Good-bye, I hope to meet you on the other 
side of Jordan." I told him I should certainly be 
there if the “ other side” was a fact, and that I should 
get the best of it there by making the best of it here. 

I was pleased to meet with Mr. P. Farrell, an old 
resident of this country, a subscriber of Tae Trura 
SxgxER and veteran Liberal He has a ranch 
eighteen miles south of Laramie, and came ín on pur- 
pose to hear the lectures. His son is also a stanch 
Freethinker, and livs in the city. 

Mr. H. Breitenstein, who arranged for the lectures, 
editor of the Pacific Railroad Employees Magazine, 
is one of the foremost Liberals of the West. In con- 
nection with the Knights of Labor, of which he is a 
prominent member, he advances not only reform but 
Freethought. He thoroughly understands the vital 
relation of the two, and that Liberalism must prevail 
in order that justice may be obtained for labor. I 
expect to lecture at Laramie on my return trip. I 
go from here to Rock Springs, and thence to Wan- 
ship, for the campaign in Utah. 

SawvEL P. Putnam. 
—— —— 99 —— — — 

The New York Freethinkers’ Convention for 1886. 


Why not make the New York Freethinkers’ An- 
nual Convention & camp meeting, covering two Sun- 
days, to be held at some suitable grove the last of 
August or early in September? The Tent would 
save cost of opera house and insure attendance of 
ten times as many people, and the very class we most 
desire to be present. 

Family tents can be hired at very low rates, all en- 
joy a glorious picnic, and the much-talked-of, long- 
desired, but never before attained opportunity for 
sociability (so that Liberals from all parts of the 
state and vicinity could become personally acquainted) 
be realized. ` l 

Liberals could invite friends and neighbors to 
share the hospitality of their tents. What a splen- 
did opportunity to disabuse their minds of prejudice 
and clerical misrepresentation! What an excellent 
opportunity to distribute Liberal literature to those 
really interested, to read and investigate! Whata 
field such a meeting would afford to secure subscrib- 
ers to our best Liberal papers! How greatly such a 
meeting would popularize the Nine Demands of Lib- 
eralism! Ladies, letus hav your opinion; our reliance 
is, a8 always, on you. 
Will all interested giv this matter consideration and 
write me their views and suggestions? It is not too 
soon to decide, for much time is needed for perfecting 
all arrangements and insuring grand and glorious 
SUCCESS. 

Let every one write who favors the suggestion. 
Address me care of Trurs Srexer office, 33 Clinton 
Place, New York. . C. B. Rzysorps. 

———— 


The Truth Seeker Hits Hard. 

The last issue of THE Trorm SEEKER has a humorous car- 
toon, entitled, ** The Answer to the Conundrum, Where was 
Moses when the Candle was Blown Out?” and shows us 
Moses in & darkened room filling his pockets with Pharaoh’s 
treasures. Tur Trurn SEEKER hits hard sometimes, but we 
nevertheless admire it for its honest bluntness.-—Hebrew 
Standard. 


+ 
The Ablest in the Country. 
: From the Newsman. . 
The Truth Seeker Company is thc largest establishment 
dealing in Freethought publications in the country. While 


Gentlemen, what say you? - 
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the Newsman, as a trade organ, has nothing to do with men's . 


opinions, it recognizes that Freethinkers are a numerous 
body in every country, and most of them sincere in their con- 
victions. To such THE Truru SEEKER recommends itself as 
the ablest journal published in this country. f : 

The discussion between Gladstone and Huxley will be vora- 
ciously read by all classes. The TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL is 
also a very yaluahle almanac for those interested in Free- 
thought, i 
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Communications, 


Infidel and Christian. 

The other evening I was one of a group of individ- 
uals who were ventilating their views in regard to 

"official corruption in general, and that which obtains 
| in the municipal government of New York city in 
particular. Something I had remarked prompted 
one of the party, whom I did not know, to tackle me 
later on, when the group had broken up, in regard to 
a matter in which he was deeply interested evidently. 

“Excuse me, sir; but from what you said a moment 
ago, I judge you are an Atheist." 

“You do, eh? Well, your judgment is not in the 
least at fault, six." 

“You don't tell me so? Is it possible?" | 

“Not only possible, my dear sir, but absolutely 
certain." 

* An Infidel, eh—denying the existence of a God?" 

* An Infidel yes; no, to the rest of your propo- 
sition." 

“You don’t deny there is a God?" 

e No." 

“Do you believe there is a God?” 

“ No." 

"Itis a negativ position. you occupy. You don't 
deny, and you don't believe?" 

“ Exactly.” 

* Why don’t you believe there is a God?" 

* Want of proof." 

* But there is the Bible." 

* No proof." 

* No proof?" 

* None." EE 

* Don’t believe the Bible, eh?” 

“To believe the Bible is to believe in the God of 
the Bible?" 

* Why don't you believe the Bible ?" 

* For the same reason that I don't believe Mun- 
chausen.” 

* Monstrous !" 

“ Yes, that’s just about the size of it—1imonstrous !" 

“Oh, I mean it is monstrous that you should com- 
pare the Bible to Munchausen." 

“Well, it isn’t complimentary to Muuchausen, 
that’s a fact. But I suspect the baron didn't aim for 
the sublimely incredible, wishing to keep within 
something like reasonable bounds." 

“You experience no satisfaction or pleasure in 
reading the Bible?" 

“Very little; for the most part horror, with a sense 
of the ineffably ridiculous and absurd. When I wish 
to regale myself on horrors I go to the ‘ Three Span- 
iards, and books of that class; and for stories of a 
supernatural cast, where horror is not the chief fac- 
tor, I take up the ‘Arabian Nights, whose stories 
are far more artistically told and interesting than the 
Bible stories.” 

** You astonish me!” 

“I do, eh? Well, I suppose I do if you are a 
thick-and-thin believer. Were you a woman, I sup- 
pose you would say to me, ‘Oh, you are perfectly 
awful!’ . 

“I suppose I should. Do you believe in a life 
hereafter?" - 

* No." 

* What do you believe in?" 

“Oh, many things. For instance, I believe there 
is a hideous and far-reaching corruption in the offices 
of our city government, from the judiciary down." 

* But I mean as regards religious things, and relig- 
` jen itself." 

*Ihav no particular belief in regard to religion, 
i never made choice from the many ia vogue all 
over the world." 

* But there is only one true religion —the Christian 
religion." 

* Every devotee to the thousand and one religions 
will tell you the same thing: ‘There is only one true 
religion, and that is ours. " 

*I think you are an Infidel, iron-clad. Good- 
night." 

* One moment, sir; give me an inning, having had 
yours. You are a believer aud Christian ? " 

* I should hope so." 

“Why?” 

“Because I hope to. be saved.” 

“ Because you don't wish to be damned ?” 

“ Yes.” 

: “Then you are a Christian and believer from fear 
of damnation? ” 

** Yes—that is—well, doesn't the Bible say that un- 
believers shall be damned forever ? " 

“T believe it does say something of that kind— 
words to that effect.” 

“Well?” : 

“ Well, what if it does?’ 

* Why, that settles 1t." 

* In your mind ?" 

“Yes.” 

“You believe the Bible clear through, from A. to 
Izzard, I suppose ? " 
* Implicitly." : 

* Well, not to detain you too long, there are one 
or two things I would like to hav you explain—there 


are very many, but I will trouble you only on- one, 
and that is—" 

* Oh, there are many things in the Biblethat I can't 
explain—I couldn't to an Infidel, anyhow—but my 
belief in the Bible is not lessened on that account.” 

“Ts not, eh?” 

.* No ; I believe in the Bible; in God; in a future 
life; in Christian theology ; in heaven and hell, where 
the good will be rewarded and the wicked punished— 
I believe in all.” 

“One moment. If you did not believe in a hell, 
would you believe in the rest of the program?” 

There was no response save a look that spoke vol- 
umes could it hav been translated, and the-thick-and 
thin believer was gone. - 

Was he not a fair sample of Christians as they 
run? Filed with superstition to an extent never 
reached by a goat in a good season for theater 
posters, they believe this book without question— 
profess to, or think they do—looking with astonish- 
ment, if not horror, on one who “impiously” does 
question it; getting away as quickly as possible to 
avoid staggering queries, as “ Tug" Wilson did from 
Sullivan to avoid his staggering blows. But for the 
stupid fear of hell would there be any lovers of God— 
of the God of the Bible? Sr Srocux. 

—9—4—9— 
À Lesson in Astronomy. 


Ihav been thinking the matter over, and hav con- 
cluded to accept Mr. Hindman's rebuke, and in return 
for his lesson in politeness will, by your permission, 
giv him a lesson in astronomy. Before receiving Tax 
‘rors SEEKER, March 6th, containing Mr. James's 
communication, I had been studying how, in a brief 
article, to giv an intelligible outline of the facts and 
calculations which determin the distance of the earth 
from the sun. It is so often taken for granted that as- 
tronomical estimates are mere opinicns, that one brief 
lesson in mathematical astronomy might be useful, 
even to some of your intelligent readers. A few ele- 
inentary propositions in geometry will hav to be 
taken for granted, most of which are nearly self-evi- 
dent, and their proof within easy reach of anyone 
interested in the subject. 

Angles are considered as diverging from the center 
of a circle, and are measured. by the circumference, 
which, for convenience, is divided into 360 degrees, 
each degree into 60 minutes, and each minute into 60 
seconds. : 


E 


Fig. 1. 

In Fig. 1, let S represent the sun, V Venus, and 
E the Earth. Suppose that at sunset, when Venus 
is farthest from the sun, it is 45 degrees high ; that is, 
that the angle S E V measures 45 degrees. The 
angle at V is a right angle, or 90 degrees. But all 
the angles of any triangle are equal to 180 degrees. 
The sum of the angles at V and E equal 901-45 —135 
degrees, and the angle at S=180—135—45 degrees. 
Hence the angles S and E are equal. In any triang:e 
the sides opposit equal angles are equal. Therefore 
the side V E is equal to the side V S. 

Again, E S is the hypothenuse of a right-angled 
triangle, and the square described on it is equal to 
the sum of the squares described on the other two 
sides; and as in this case those two sides are equal, 
the square described on E S is equalto twice the 
square described on VS. As we do not know the 
distance E S, let us represent it by 100, and its square 
will be 10,000, which is twice the square described on 
V S. Hence the distance V S equals the square root 
of 5,000, which is a little more than 70: That is, if 
the distance of the earth from the sun is represented 
by 100, the distance of Venus would be 70. But 
Venus, at its greatest elongation, reaches 47 degrees 
instead of 45 degrees, and the exact proportion 18 a 
little more than 72 to 100. Subtracting 72 from 100 
we hav a E (Fig 1); the distance of Venus from the 
earth when she is between us and the sun is to the 
distance of the earth from the sun as 28 to 100. 
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Having the relativ distance of the earth and 
Venus from the sun, let us compute the real distance. 


In Fig. 2 let E represent the earth, V Venus, and S 
the sun, as they appear in a transit of Venus when 

she passes directly between ùs and the sun. 
observers at stations 1 and 2 observe Venus at the 
same moment. Let the observer at station 2 mark 
the time when Venus has just passed its width upon 
the sun. The observer at station 1 finds that Venus 
has passed, at that exact time, about 31 seconds of a . 
degree beyond that point. This proves that half the 


-| diameter of the earth would represent 31 seconds at 


the distance of Venus, for the two stations are 90 de- 
grees apart. The number of seconds which a semi- 


diameter of the earth would measure at the sun ' 


-would be in the inverse proportion of the distance, 
and would be as 100 to 28. That is, 100 is to 28 as 31 
seconds is to the angle which a semi-diameter of the 
earth would measure at the distance of the sun. 
Twenty-eight times 31 seconds equal 868 seconds, 
which divided by 100 equals 8 68-100 or 8.68 seconds. 
The whole number of seconds in an entire circle is 
360x60x60—1,296,000 seconds. Now as 8.68 seconds 
is the measure of a semi-diameter of the earth, or 
3,962 miles, at the distance of the sun, it is contained 
as many times in 1,296,000 seconds as 3,962 miles is . 
contained in the number of miles represented by the 
whole orbit of the earth. If we divide 1,296,000 
seconds by 8.68 seconds, we hav 147,000 as the 
quotient ; and this multiplied by 3,962 will giv us the 
cireumference of the earth's orbit. One hundred and 
forty-seven thousand times 3,962—582,414,000 miles, 
the distance the earth travels in going around the 
sun. The circumference of a circle is 3 1416-10000 
or 3.1416 times the diameter. Hence, 582,414,000 
divided by 3.1416 = 185,200,000, the diameter of 
the earth’s orbit, and half of that equals 92,600,000, 
its radius, or the distance of the earth from the sun. 
Of course, as neither the earth nor Venus moves in 
exact circles, but in ellipses, different measurements 
differ from each other a few fractions of a second, but ^ 
by comparing many different measurements, astron- 
omers hav ascertained the earth to be about 93,000,- 
000 miles from the sun. 'The distance of Venus 
froin the sun is 72-100 of 93,000,000, equal to 66,960,- 
000 miles. Venus at its transit measures about one 
minute of a degree, and hence it is a little smaller than 
theearth. Mr. Hindman will readily see that in Fig. 
2, in the triangle extending from the earth to Venus, 
we hav the angle at Venus equal to 31 seconds ; that 
at the earth’s center equal to 90 seconds, and that at 
station 1 equal to 89 degrees 59 minutes 29 seconds. 
Thus having two angles and an included side he can 
compute the length of the other two sides. 

All these computations are based on simple 
observed facts, and involve nothing more intricate 
than a surveyor uses in calculating the distance 
across a lake or river to any inaccessible point. 

Milwaukee, Or. . D. Prissriry. 
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Bacon and Shakspere. 


A correspondent of the Indianapolis Sentinel, sign- 
ing himself * Ram-Chusa-Chum," has been discuss- 
ing the question of the authorship of Shakspere in a 
series of articles. He is a most decided Baconian. 
In regard to Mr. Burrs pamphlet, “Bacon and 
Shakspere," he says: 


Let any man take what the records disclose as to Shak- 
spere's genuin writing, which consists of these five scraps re- 
produced by Mr. Burr, and if he will examin them carefully, 
without bias or prejudice, he will be forced to the conclusion .. 
that Shakspere was an ighorant fellow, who has for nearly : 
three centuries humbugged the literary world. 1 


And in regard to the sonncts of Shakspere, he thus 
concludes : : 


Now, who was the poet? Who was the friend? Who was 
the lady whom the poet loved in vain? The disinterested 
student of literature will find these questions answered ac- - 
cording to the facts and the eternal fitness of things by Wm. 
Henry Burr. They were written by Francis Bacon to the | 
Earl of Essex and his bride, the beautiful widow of Sir Philip 
Sidney. 

Essex was gallant, rich, and very handsome. Bacon per- 
suaded him to marry. Bacon loved the Widow Sidney, and 
Essex was preferred by her. His marriage was kept secret 
from Queen Elizabeth. Essex was very fond of Spenser, the 
poet alluded to in the sonnets 80, 83, and 85, and he built & 
monument to him. He tried to advance Bacon to the post 
of attorney-general, and when disappointed in that he gave ` 
him an estate worth nearly £2,000. 

Fix the date when the poems were written at 1590, and the 
sonnets are as symmetrical and truthful as they are beautiful. 
Mr. Burr deserves much praise for the study and learning 
spent in solving the mystery which has puzzled the learned. 


The same writer refers to a magnificent work pub- 
lished in 1883 by Mrs. Henry Pott, of London, en- 
titled, * Bacon's Promus of Formularies and Elegan- 
cies." 


Certain notes of Bacon were preserved in the British Mu- 


seum, unnoticed and not deemed worthy of examination. 


She took them and arranged the fifty sheets or folios so as to 
show clearly that the Promus was Bacon's workshop wherein . 
he arranged sentences, axioms, proverbs, quotations, forms 
of expression, of compliment, application, excuse, and repar- 
tee. These are his own invention. Among these are also 
apothegms, verses out of the Bible, and lines from the Latin 
poets. Out of this workshop, as she explains in her preface, 
Bacon drew forth things old and new. 

This industrious and charming writer has, taken these en-, 
tries, 1,680 in number, and classified them into proverbs; 
those from the. Bible and classics, English, French, Spanish, 
and Italian; next aphorisms; then metaphors, similes, and 
figures; then turns of expression; then single words, mot- | 


Let two 
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toes, and forms of salutation. After that she examins the 


. works of 328 known writers who flourished during and be- 
fore the time of Bacon (more than 5,300 works in all), and 


she finds that this workshop was used to write Shakspere’s 
plays. If not, these two men must hav read the same books, 
frequented the same society, learned the same languages, and 
studied the same sciences. Bacon either wrote the plays, or 


` he took notes for the use of Shakspere, since the Promus 
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_ Myth.” 


notes are nearly all reproduced in the plays and sonnets. 
And Mrs. Pott finds, after a close and severe inspection of all 
previous and contemporary writers, that these notes of Bacon 


- nowhere else appear. 


If Delia Bacon did become insane on the eve of-her great 
discovery, an able, Iogical, and learned disciple of the same 
sex has produced a book on the same subject which I defy 
auy worshiper of the pretender Shakspere to answer. 

But the most astounding discovery in regard to 
Bacon and Shakspere is claimed to hav been made 
by the Hon. Ignatius Donnelly, of Minnesota, whose 
letter to Mr. Appleton Morgan, of New York, is 
printed in the Indianapolis Sentinel of March 8th, from 
a copy taken by the correspondent. Mr. Morgan is 
the author of a book entitled “The Shaksperean 
Mr. Donnelly has for several years been 
working out a cipher, which he alleges he has found 
in the Shakspere Folio of 1623, and he writes to Mr. 
Morgan as follows: 


I tiav just been working out the details of Harry Percy’s 
visit to Shakspere, at Stratford-on-Avon, and it is told with 
the utmost detail. His whole family is described—his young 


` brother Edmund, his daughter Susanna, his wife, and sister. 


The very bill of fare at supper is given, and a very mean one 
it was, consisting of “dried cakes, mouldie and ancient,” 
roast mutton, far advanced in decomposition, the odor of 
which perfumed the room; bitter beer, and worse Bordeau- 
stuff. The smell of the meat took away the appetite of the 
dandy Percy. Percy told Shakspere that the queen's officers 
were after him, to arrest him as the author of ** Richard II." 


" [1598-9], which represented tbe deposition and murder of 
: the king, and was an incentiv to treason, and that he (Shaks- 


`~ the storm blew over. 
. or Master Francis, for getting 


pere) must fly to Holfand or Scotland, and stay there until 
Shakspere became abusiv of Bacon, 
im into such a scrape, and 
said that he would confess all, and show who was to blame. 
Percy then told him that to prevent Bacon's exposure, Master 
Francis would deny the authorship and the world would be- 
lieve him. ** Who would conceive," says Percy, ‘of one 
-man putting the honor of such immortal works on the shoul- 


- ders of another? Did you not giv yourself out as the author ? 


: that would fall upon me. 


, 88 indisputable as the multiplication table. 


* Shakspere plays is vitalized arithmetic. 


Did, you not flourish in new silks and feathers in every 
bawdy-house in London as the writer? Hav you not prof- 
ited by these plays—grown rich out of them? Why kept 
thou in silence su long?—” and much more to the same pur- 
ose. ; 
p I know it is hard for the world to believe that one set of 
great writings could be made the vehicle of another set; but 
the character of the age must be remembered as an age of 
tyranny and oppression, and also the extraordinary character 
of the. mind that wrote the plays—a mind not to be measured 


.by any ordinary standard of ability and industry. 


Why should I assert that I hav founda cipher—not a hop- 


` ski -and-jump cipher, but a mathematically accurate rule— 


iflhavnot? Iask no money from any one. If I should 
publish. à work that was a fraud and a delusion, the few 
copies I would sel before the truth was discovered would 
not compensate me for the everlasting shame and ridicule 
And can anyone believe that I 
would concoct a deliberate lie which a few months would ex- 
lode? And as for notoriety, I hav enough of that already. 
s it to be believed that I would imperil whatever little lonor 
Imay hav gained by my exceptionally successful books, 
‘ Atlantis” and ** Ragnarok," by a pretented claim to a great 
discovery? : 

I say to you, my friend, dismiss all theorizing. Francis 
Bacon was the real Shakspere. 'The Mecca of the world is 
St. Albans, not Stratford. This will be made as plain ina 
few months as that two and two make four; it will be made 
"There is no get- 
ting away from arithmetic, and the Bacon cipher in the 

I don't mind the flings of the daily press—the witlings 
must hav their quips. An eastern paper sent a correspondent 
the other day to interview me. "The correspondent frankly 
told me that the editor's instructions were to make sport of 
my labors. Ishowed him some of my manuscript, and the 
result was that the correspondent went away thoroughly 
converted, and wrote an article to that effect, which the ed- 
itor refused to publish because it would help to advertise my 
book. Fancy a continental journalist refusing to publish" 
anything about Champollion's interpretation of the Rosetta 
Stone, which laid bare the secrets of the Egyptian hiero- 
glyphics, because it would advertise Champollion's book! 
Fancy a Spanish journalist in the davs of Ferdinand and 
Isabella (if any such then existed) refusing to notice thc re- 
turn of Columbus, fresh from the discovery of the new world, 
unless paid advertising rates for the same! 

————— 9 4 


À Moral Boycott. 


We gave, expression last week to our view of boycotting, 
condemning the practice as we think it ought to be con- 
demned, severely. No men hav a right to combine against 
others to their detriment, and to render them unable to carry 
on the free exercise of their calling, as the boycott demands. 
It is a conspiracy, and if there are not laws adequate for its 
punishment such laws ought to be made. And yet there is a 
method by which, in a modified form, the boycott can be 
used to advantage. There is a moral boycott which we ad- 
vocate. For example here is the Sunday newspaper. We 
urge a moral boycott against it. The Sunday newspaper is 
issued for the purpose of making money. It is not designed 
as ab engin of moral progress.— Illustrated Christian Weekly, 
March 6, 1886. 

As a representativ evangelical paper which is circu- 
lated in thousands of Sunday-schools, aud for which 
all good little boys and girls are enjoined to bring 
their pennies, it is supposable that the sentiments 
quoted above voice a very large proportion of the 
Christian reading public. Boycotting, as a peaceable 
and legal means to right the wrongs of labor, it con- 
demns, and asks for laws to suppress it. Boycotting 
has beeri going on for ages, long before the birth of 
the man who gave it a name, and labor has been the 
boycotted, and capital the boycotter; and yet our | 


Christian friends hav never before raised a pious 
howl against it. 

Corporations may meet and conspire against the 
just demands of labor, but if its individual members 
contribute liberally to the church, even when the 
money may represent (as it often does) the very 
life’s blood of the toiler, the church accepts it joy- 
fully, and calls the giver “a large-hearted Chris- 
tian gentleman and enterprising citizen.” 

No better proof of the close partnership of the 
church with monopoly can possibly be adduced than 
the demand from this Christian paper for a law to 
punish beycotting. Punishment for boycotting! 
Are we in America—free America—where every man 
is allowed to be his own best judge as to whom he 
shall giv his custom, and from whom he shall with- 
hold it? Does this imperial editor imagin for one 
moment that such a law could ever be enacted, much 
less enforced? Or shall we charitably conclude that 
his thoughts and ideas were a little mixed, and that 


‘he imagined himself in China or Japan, or some other 


heathen country for which so much money is raised, 
and so little ever arrives at its alleged destination? 
But there is a “moral” boycott which he advo- 
cates, and that is against Sunday newspapers, and he 
advises all classes not to purchase them. This is a 
“moral boycott” with a pecuniary resulting loss to 
somebody, and differs from an ordinary boycott about 
as much as a boiled lobster does from a live one. One 
is cooked and palatable and can be eaten; the other 
cannot, but still they are both lobsters all the same. 
Now, because this “moral”. boycott is directed 
against a Sunday newspaper, and having been boiled 
down and made palatable by naming it * moral," the 
whole religious world will swallow it at one gulp. 
What if the editor and his subordinates are all forced 
to the wall, its owners ruined, what does that matter 
so long as it is a “moral” boycott? Besides, our 
saintly scribe lifts his hands in holy horror and tells 
us with unfeigned sadness the awful fact that the 
Sunday newspaper is published for the sake of mak- 
ing money. Horrible, if true, and total depravity, no 
doubt. Newspapers as a rule publish their issues 
entirely for the benefit of the people, without money 
and without price, and open their advertising columns 
free to all; and if it can be proven that the Sun- 
day newspaper is published for the sake of making 
money, its editors and owners should be dealt with 
in a summary manner—say, for instance, compelled 
to listen to the reading of the ZZlustrated Christian 
Weekly until they beg for death. In this way they 
would no doubt be disposed of quickly enough. 
Religious cant and hypocrisy hav become so very 
transparent that people of almost the lowest order of 


intelligence hav awakened to the fact that the church- 


first and foremost goes for the money, and that sin- 
ners in casting their burden an the Lord receive back 
a heavier one, which they must carry or be damned. 
My clerical friend, your moral boycott is a delusiy 
sham, and is a fit companion for other pious shams 
which are used as occasion may require. 

Ww. ALLEN Surru. 


Superstition in the Labor Movement. 

I followed the crowd into Irving Hall one night last 
week when the workingmen had their mass meeting 
in favor of the eight-hour system. The hallis one of 
the largest in the city, and it was full. It looked to 
me as if this ought to be a great day for the move- 
ment, and may be it was, but I don't think so. A 
certain Mr. Quinn had been chosen chairman of the 
meeting, and when I entered he was contending for 
the abolition of poverty on the ground that * God 
Almighty never intended for men to be poor,” which 
was rather a novel proposition to lay before a multi- 
tude of intelligent people. The position of God on 
the labor question is not of the slightest importance, 
but it may be suggested that he would scarcely hay 
given the assurance that the poor we would always 
hav with usif he had intended wealth to be universal. 
There is nothing quite so tiresome as listening to 
those dogmatic persons who attribute their own con- 
ceits to God and deliver them as revelations from the 
divine will. 

The attraction which had drawn the people to- 
gether on this occasion was Mr: Henry George, the 
author of "Progress and Poverty.” Mr. George is 
also author of & scheme for the nationalization of 
land, which, as I understand it, would make all land 
the non-transferable property of the government. A 
man, under Mr. George’s proposed scheme, may not 
buy land, but he may liv upon it and improveit, and 
if he wish to move he may sell the improvements. 
But as improvements on land, especially such as 
effect its productivness, and therefore its value, are 
inseparable from the land itself, the land would 
necessarily go with the improvements. Under our 
present defectiv system it is the land that is sold, 
improvements included. . Somebody may be able to 
point out the practical difference between selling land 
and throwing in the improvements, and selling the 
improvements and throwing in the land, but I hay 
not been able to see it. Yet I believe it is upon the 
merits of this scheme for land nationalization that 
Mr. George's reputation as a political economist rests. 

At a fair in the prohibition state of Maine there 
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was upon exhibition a striped. pig. Every man who 
paid ten cents to see the striped pig received a glass 
of liquor gratis; and thus under prohibition of land- 
selling every man who pays for certain improvements . 
will receive ^ farm gratis. 

To recur to .. ` meeting, Mr. George was received 
with overwhelming applàuse, and was listened to 
with the closest and most respectful attention. It 
soon transpired from the direction of his remarks 
that he favored an act of the legislature which should 
make it a misdemeanor for an employee to work more 
than eight hours -out of the twenty-four. Leaving 
in the background the fact that we already hav in 
this state a similar law, to which no one pays the 
slightest attention, Mr. George went on to develop 
his argument in support of such a statute. And 
what grounds do you think he based it upon? -He 
placed it plumb beside the Sunday laws, whose benefi- 
cence he defended with all the strength of his lungs. 
To the Christian Sabbath, he held, which had its 
sanction and authority among the thunders of Sinai, 
from the creator himself, the world owed all the 
progress which it had achieved. Except for the Sun- 
day laws, he argued, mankind would still be in the 
degraded state industrially, whatever that may hav 
been, in. which it was situated before the Sunday was 
established. Such was Mr. George’s main argument 
in favor of an eight-hour law, and it is due to the in- 
telligence of the audience to say that it was not 
receivéd with marked enthusiasm. The remainder 
of the address was good in a general sense, but it had 
slight reference to the eight-hour movement. 

Mr. George is one of those who hold the supersti- 
tion that something can still be done by law to better 
human conditions ; one of those who believe that it 
is possible for a wovkinginau's law to be either passed 
or enforced. He holds, too, in the face of fact, that 
the religious and labor questions are one; that the 
ministers are the workingman’s best friends, and that 
the Salvation Army fanaticism is of vast industrial 
significance. . 

A comical illustration of the clergy’s deep insight 
into the labor problem has just been furnished by 
the Baptist ministers. The “Social Union” of this 
sect recently invited John Swinton, the labor advo- 
cate, to address them on the burning questions of 
the day. Mr. Swinton could not find the time to do 
so. But of course, he remarks, they found a speaker ; 
and one who, judging from their hilarious displays, 
suited them infinitly better than he could hav done. 
Who was the man? “By the beard of the prophet,” 
says: John, they picked out the very man who, next 
to Jay Gould, is the most vicious embodiment of. 
piety and capitalism in this part of the country— 
Deacon Richardson, of Brooklyn, “whose rapacity 
and: inhumanity brought about the recent stieet-car 
strike that tied up all the lines of this city, and 
whom his victims fought through all the thickets of 
cunning and treachery until they forced him to a sur- 
render whose terms he has ever since been trying to 
pervert.” But Deacon Richardson suited the min- 
isters exactly, and when he told them that the best 
cure for strikes was “phlebotomy,” i.e., blood-letting, 
they applauded him to the echo. Having listened to 
this address on the labor problem, which they doubt- 
less think, after all, was practically the saine as Mr. 
Swinton would hav delivered, the Baptist preachers 
are prepared to rest from their labors, having “ inves- 
tigated” the industrial question as far as they are 
capable of understanding it. 

The clergy do not nowadays actually go out of 
their way to decry the labor agitation, but they are 
not as activ in forwarding it to the right solution ‘as 
others are who hav less opportunity to do so. If 
they could instruct their flocks in the principles of 
trades unionism, for instance, as a beginning, the re- 
sult might be salutary. I do not suppose that St. 
Paul’s prohibition against a bishop being a “ striker” 
extends to the whole clerical profession so as to pre- 
vent their saying a good word for those who are 
strikers. It is possible, however, that the Catholic 
church is taking a greater interest in the Knights 
of Labor than will prove to be healthy to the latter 
organization. It goes undisputed that Master Work- 
man Powderly is a member of the Romish church, 
and the forty days during which, according to 
his late instructions, no new members are received 
into the order, happen to be eontemporary with 
Lent, though that may be merely a coincidence. 
A large number of workingmen, of course, are identi- 
fied with the church. Perhaps as with vice, 

Seen too oft, familiar with her face, 
They first endure, then pity, then embrace. 

. I hav read of some church father, now happily 
dead, who explained the necessity for four gospels 
on the ground that the earth has four corners, Iam 
also prepared to hear the notion of the trinity sup- 
ported on the theory that the earth is three-cornered; 
and when these arguments are accepted as sound it 
will be time to base a plea for the eight-hour day ón 
the evident design of “ God,” and to argue its adop- 
tion from the beneficent effect of Sunday laws. Until 
then it will be sufficient to know that shorter hours 
for labor are demanded by the interests of humanity 
and by the Central Labor Union. 

A = : Gzonex E. Macponap, 
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no hard matter, we make the following low terms: 


Single subscription........... eese eere $3 00 
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. one new subscriber, thus saving money for themselvs 
and helping us? 
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The Numerousness of Christians. 


In a doubtful election some time ago a celebrated 
politician was appealed to to know what the party 
managers should do. His reply was, “Claim every- 
thing.” The ministerial caterers for the unread 
Christians hav adopted ike tactics of this politician. 
A correspondent asks: “ Will you please inform me 
if the statement of the American Sunday-school 
Union Quarterly is correct in regard to the number 
of Christians in the world?" The statement is that 


‘the number of Christians in the world was, is, and 
will be as follows: 
ist century. ....... 500,000 | 17th cee ..199,000,000 
3d EE ee 5,000,000 18th  * ..200, 000, 000 
13th “ 15,000,000 | 19th ‘t -.400,000,000 
15th “ 100,000,000 | 20th — '* — ........ 800, ,000, 000 
16th “ . 125,000,000 


This of | course is guess-work, as are the most of 
foundations of the Christian creeds, and it is very 
poor guess-work. Schem’s “Statistics of the World” 
givs the following figures: 


Christians............ 388,000,000 | Confucians.......... 
Buddhists........... 340,000,000 | Sinto religion....... 
Mohammedans.....201,000,000 | Judaism.............. 
Brahmanism........ 175,000,000 


The figures are inconclusiv for the »eason that the 
gatherers of the statistics are indiscriminate in their 
classification. They put the United States down as 
all Christian, when the most ignorant person that ever 
edited a Sunday-school paper must know that there 
are many hundreds of thousands of Infidels in the 
land. France is likewise classified as Christian, and 
her whole population called Christian in the face of 
the fact that the recent census-takers found 7,000,000 
of persons calling themselvs Infidels. If the Chris- 
tians should confine their claim to some three hun- 
dred million they would be nearer right. As to 
what their numbers will be à hundred years from 
now, they hav no means of knowing. The indications 
are that the number will be less than now instead of 
double. Schem’s statistics, too, are questioned. The 
Union Bible Dictionary says that the Protestants and 
Greek, and Roman Catholics count only 175,000,000 
noses. As the Dictionary and Schem compute the 
entire population of the globe at about the same 
figures, the reader may take his choice between their 
respectiv estimates of the total number of Christians. 

In considering this matter, however, it is not hon- 
. est to call every man in a so-called “ Christian” 
country a Christian. Aside from the outspoken 
Infidel, there are a great many people in the United 
States, for instance, who should properly be classified 
among those outside the church, Months ago, in 


80,000,000 
14,000,000 
7,000,000 


and 


hav been burnt as heretics and Infidels. 
pare the average New York Christian with the Chris- 
tian of two hundred years ago. 


is actually true. 


Very few believe their creeds. 
liv in accordance with what they call Christian doc- 


1884, in considering this subject we said—and we 
cannot say it better now: Perhaps one-half of the 
nominal Christians of the country accept the theory 
of evolution. To put it broadly, and yet accurately, 
no one can be a Christian who is an evolutionist. It 
is utterly impossible to reconcile with Genesis the 
laws of natural selection, of the survival of the fittest, 
and of the gradual ascent of man from the animal 
kingdom. Yet upon Adam's creation, and subse- 
quent fall in the manner specified, depends the whole 
scheme of vicarious atonement, which.is the very 
essence of Christianity. Theologians may quibble 
and twist and squirm as much as they like, but they 
can never get around this. If Eden is a myth, Cal- 
vary was useless, and the sacrifice of the “god” upon 
its cross of no more avail in the remission of sin than 
the lives of the two thieves -said to hav been crucified 
with him. We believe in consistency. Truth is an 
agreement of statement with fact. There is hardly a 
statement or position of Christianity —»0 essential 
one—that aprees with ascertained and demonstrated 
facts. And while the great body of the people of this 
country acknowledge and accept the demonstrated 
facts, a portion of them still delude themselvs with 
the fancy that they are Christians. Popular Protes- 
tant Christianity is getting to be a very vague and 
shadowy system of theology. People are allowing 
themselvs to be called Christians when they are no 
more real Christians than are Hottentots. They do 
not believe in the fundamental assertions of the sys- 
tem, nor in the formulated creeds. They are simply 
moving along with the drift of the times, and that 
drift is very well known and acknowledged to be 
widely divergent from the narrow current setting 
toward the church. No comparativ estimate of the 
strength and weakness of denominational Christianity 
in this country can be within a million miles of accu- 


rate which does not take these facts into considera- 


tion. 

Last summer Dr. Deems, of this city, made the 
same assertion that the Sunday-school paper makes. 
Colonel Ingersoll was shown the paper, and his 
opinion of the statement asked. He replied: “I sup- 
pose that the population of the earth is greater now 
than at any other time within the historic period. 
This being so, there may be more Christians, so-called, 
in the world than there were a hundred years ago. 
Of course, the reverend doctor, in making up his 
aggregate of Christians, counts all kinds and sects— 
Unitarians, Universalists, and all the other ‘ans,’ 
‘ists,’ and ‘ics,’ and ‘ites, and ‘ers.’ But 
Dr. Deems must admit that only a few years ago 
most of the persons he now calls Christians would 
Let us com- 


It is probably safe 
to say that there is not now in the city of New York 


a genuin Presbyterian outside of an insane asylum. 
-Probably no one could be found who will to-day 
admit that he believes absolutely in the Presbyterian 


Confession of Faith. There is probably not an Epis- 
copalian who believes in the Thirty-Nine Articles. 
Probably there is not an intelligent minister in the 
city of New York, outside of the Catholic church, 
who believes that everything in the Bible is true. 
Probably no clergyman, of any standing, would be 
willing to take the ground that everything in the Old 
Testament—leaving out the question of inspiration— 
Very few ministers now preach the 


doctrin of eternal punishment. Most of them would 


be ashamed to utter that brutal falsehood. A large 
majority of gentlemen who attend church take the 
liberty of disagreeing with the preacher. They would 
hav been very poor Christians two hundred years 


ago. A majority of the ministers take the liberty of 
disagreeing in many things with their presbyteries 
and synods. They would hav been very poor 
preachers two hundred years ago. Dr. Deems for- 
gets that most Christians are only nominally so. 
Very few even try to 


trins. Nobody loves his enemies. No Christian 
when smitten on one cheek turns the other. Most 
Christians do take a little thought for the morrow. 
They do not depend entirely upon the providence of 
God. Most Christians now hav greater confidence in 
the average life insurance company than in God—feel 
easier waen dying to know that they hava policy 
through which they expect the widow will receive ten 
thousand dollars than when thinking of all the script- 
ure promises, 


Even church-members.do not trust in | 


God to protect their own property. They insult 
heaven by putting lightning-rods.on their temples. -` 
They insure the churches against the act of God. ` 
The experience of man has shown the wisdom of : 
relying on something that we know something about, 
instead of upon the shadowy supernatural. The poor 
wretches to-day in Spain, depending upon their 
priests, die like poisoned flies—die with prayers be- 
tween their pallid lips—die in their filth and faith.” 

We think these two paragraphs are quite sufficient . 
replies to the boasting of the church. The truth of 
the matter is that nobody knows how many Christians 
there were in any century from the year 1 to the 
present, and least of all does anyone know how many 
there will be next century. 


Lottery Circulars. 
Judge Barr, sitting as federal judge in Louisville, 
decided that a newspaper containing an advertisment 
of a lottery is not a lottery circular, and is mailable. 
This, it seems to us, is a constitutional decision, for 
if Congress may prohibit the mailing of advertisments — - 
of lotteries, it may prohibit the mailing of anything 
else it ¢hoses ; and who can say where it would stop? 
Such a power would be dangerous in the hands of a 
body of men with strong prejudices.. We agree with 
the Galveston News that “practically there are no 
bounds to the inconsistencies and usurpations of law- 
makers, nor can it be inferred that there ever will be 
while the grant of powers is & jumble of everything 
relating to business and morals instead of being 
strietly for protection against force and fraud." 
HABLE ERA qo MAN SINN 


Modern Martyrdom. . i 

In former times, when the Christians found a 
heretic among them, his path was made seriously un- 
pleasant with the least possible circumlocution. They 
went to the root of the matter direct. The heretic 
usually went to the stake. If a man doubted the 
apostolic authority of the church, he never was al- 
lowed grounds to doubt the authority of the Inquisi- 
tion. If to him Genesis was a legend, the rack was . 
not. It wasa palpable and historical fact. If to 
the mind of the heretic the supernatural birth of 
Jesus was incredible, he readily found proof of the. 
existence of iron virgins bringing forth corpses. 
And though he might asseverate never so stoutly that 
graves did not giv up their dead, he had no difficulty 
whatever in discovering dungeons to which the 
never-yielding grave would hav been infinitly pref- 
erable. | 

This is somewhat changed now. There are dun- 
geons yet for unbe.ievers, it is‘ true, but not those 
above flowing rivers whose tidé bears the dead on to 
the seas or casts the bodies upon unknown banks ; 
and neither do the dungeons open so frequently as 
of yore. A decent respect for the opinions of man- 
kind compels the Christians to be more careful. 
Imprisonment for heresy is now. the exception and 
not the rule. Still there is persecution going on for. 
opinion’s sake. If we could get'an Infidel from eacl: 
town and city in the country to stand up in a line, 
no doubt the grievances would correspond with the 
number so arrayed. Social slights, petty persecu- 
tions, trade troubles, business and professional boy- 
cotts, with other little lapses back to the time of 
Christian control of the world, would make an indict- . 
ment much longer than any moral law ever observed 
by the “children of light." These things do exist 
and overcome us like a summer cloud, but without 
any special wonder, because atavism is recognized as 
a more or less ineradicable trait of the human animal. 

But if any scientific student of religious human 
nature wants to bag afew specimens of nineteenth 
century persecution of heretics, let him call at this 
office. If he can classify them among any species 
heretofore known, he will be amply remunerated for 
the time spent. No doubt the readers of Tux Trura 
SzExER hav noticed that occasionally the paper is 
badly printed. Sometimes, too, the paper arrives at 
a subscriber's town from one to three days late. A 
great many would-be readers hav complained that 
Tue Truru Srexer is non-purchasable at newsstands. 
In fact, the complaints of one sort or another run up 
into the scores, and occasionally the managers are 
accused of lack of business capacity, energy, enter- 
prise, or what not. 

It is & sound principle in philosophy that every 
effect hasa cause. Listen to our tale of woe and then 
say whether the effects we hav mentioned hav not a 
cause. Once in the long ago we got on the right 
side of a post-office employee, .We don't know his 
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` name, so it will be useless to ask; He was a sub rosa 
Freethinker. We asked him gomething about the inte- 
rior working of the establishment to which Tae Trura 
Szexer contributes a thousand or two dollars per 
year. One question in particular we wanted answered. 
"Why is it, we queried, that, when Taz Truru SEEKER 
is mailed Wednesday night, a subscriber in Orange, 
‘N. J., never gets it till Friday or Saturday, when a 
train leaves every half hour or so, and Orange is only 
twelve miles out? “Huh! that's easy,” he said; 
“them fellows know your wrappers, and that it’s an 
Infidel paper, and they discriminate. That’s all.” 
' It was enough. All that could be done was to change 
the wrappers. 
A Freethinking acquaintance was superintendent 
of a press-room down town. His firm was given the 
printing. of the paper. By and by the firm failed? but 
the successors kept on printing. Every two or@hree 
weeks about five hundred papers were printed over ; 
next the edition would be short about that number. 
What was the matter? “Oh, the pressmen don’t 
. like Infidelity; guess they don’t take much pains in 
counting the paper.” The firm is notified that the 
paper is to be printed elsewhere, and promptly we 
get this gentle note: “Glad of it; don’t want to print 
your damned blasphemous sheet, anyhow.” 

Over across town goes the paper to another printer, 
and the illustrations begin. So does the trouble. 
When Mr. Heston had a good hit at the Protestants 
the persecution was mild; when he rapped the Cath- 
olics the pressmen got in their solid work for their 
savior. Mr. John’s likening Leo XIII. to the devil 
brought down the house. Other people’s ink was no 

‘object to those grimy sons of Rome in that press- 
room. If Colonel Ingersoll couldn’t be suppressed, 
his picture could be covered up. If the Catholic 
-church burnt Bruno, no one in this century was go- 
ing to know it if printer’s ink would hide the fact. 
Away in the background Mr. John painted Huss in 
the flames.’ But no gazer at that picture ever knew 
it. On the last page Mr. Heston satisfactorily 
answered a conundrum that has puzzled people for 
years. He threw in a few ornaments for good meas- 
ure. Whoamong our readers knows what those orna- 
ments were? Where is the chair that Pharaoh hung 
- his clothes across when he went to bed and left his 
jewels exposed? If Rome had revered: Moses, we can- 
didly confess that we do not believe a microscope 
would hav found even his outlines left in that picture. 
That firm does not now print Tar TRUTH SEEKER. 

Down in Rose street there is a fat and good- 
natured printer—one of the best in town. He has 
printed thousands of books for this concern. A short 
time ago a new edition of the “Age of Reason” was 
required. He got the job. But we did not got the 
books. What was the matter? Only the pressman 
refused to “feed” an Infidel work; that’s all. Not 
much, the Christian will say; but still it was enough 
to imperil the eternal souls of the Truth Seeker Com- 
pany, if thinking damn will do it. 

A down-town printer was approached by the busi- 
ness manager with a proposition to print Tue Truru 
Seeker. “Yes; be glad to do it.” “ Well how 
about your pressmen?” asked the cautious business 
manager. “This paper hits the Catholics pretty 
hard.” ‘Oh, that'll be all right; the only trouble 
we hav with our men is when we print some Catholic 
work; then they steal a good many copies. I don’t 
think they'll steal this paper.” But the chances were 
too great, and the present printer is a man who does 
work for the pay, and, we hav an ironclad contract 
that will ruin him when he fails to do the work 
promptly and well. But if some week the readers 
cannot see what the pictures represent, or are unable 
to read what any writer has said, let them possess 
their souls in patience and think of the business man- 
ager running around for a new pressroom. 

On another tack the Christians hay us on the hip. 
The biggest news company in the country refuses to 
take a book. with our imprint, and the newsdealers 

- throughout the country, with afew brilliant excep- 
tions, refuse to handle the “damned Infidel sheet." 
Recently a small news company took a great number 
of papers, and placed them on sale at the newstands. 
_Straightway we were the recipients of postal cards 
` informing us that our father, the devil, had a place 
prepared of which our immediate occupancy was 
energetically desired. One objurgatory postal card 
brought the information that the newsagent wouldn't 
keep such papers as Tue Trurs SEEKER, and to pile 
the religious Pelion on the Ossa of persecution, he 


-of stone. 


forwarded, for the benefit of the editor, No. 1 of the 
* ÀAnti-Infidel Library," being a lecture on the “ In- 
spiration of the Bible," by H. L. Hastings, the mili- 


tant editor of the Boston Christian. Its chief argu- 
ment was that Moses was & general while Mr. 


Ingersoll was only a:colonel. Mr. Hastings does not 
believe in the criticism of superior officers by subor- 
dinates. 

Cases could be drawn out as long as a Down East 
deacons face on Sunday, but space in Tur TRUTH 
Seeker is finite. Only a few of the pleasant paths 
trod by heretics, and particularly publishers of heret- 
ical papers, hav been pointed out. There are high- 
ways and byways in the business that none but a 
pachyderm can tread without committing murder. 
Nevertheless, modern martyrdom is preferable to the 
the ancient style, and perhaps we ought, instead of 
grumbling at the small annoyances of Catholic work- 
men and pious newsdealers, to congratulate ourselvs 
that we are not all dead. : 

The church of Christ is a great institution. 


t € — 
Prose Poems and Selections. 


A new edition —and almost a new book—of “ Prose 
Poems and Selections" has been prepared by Mr. 
Ingersol's publisher, Mr. C. P. Farrell—a gentle- 
man, by the way, whom it is a privilege to know and 
a pleasure to do business with—and placed on sale 
with the Truth Seeker and other bookstores. The 
edition is of the same quarto size, and the printer and 
bookbinder hav exhausted their respectiv resources 
to make the volume an ornament to the libraries and 
center-tables of the buyers. 


The matter of the book includes all in the old edi- 
tion and a great many new articles. The previous 
short paragraphs upon Abraham Lincoln hav been 
replaced: by “ Motley and Monarch,” and the Tribute 
to Elizur Wright is also included, as is one to the 
Rev. Alexander Clark. The other new pieces are: 
Apostrophe to Liberty, The Warp and. Woof, Origi- 
nality, What is Worship? God Silent, Night and 
Morning, The Conflict, Death of the Aged, The 
Charity of Extravagance, Woman, Apostrophe to 
Science, Imagination, No Respecter of Persons, 
What is Blasphemy? and a poem on the Birthplace 
of Burns. 

. Of course it is unnecessary to say anything con- 
cerning the beauty of the selections. Mr. Ingersoll 
dresses the truths he speaks in the most magnificent 
garb it is possible to weave from the English lan- 
guage, and it goes without saying that all these prose 
poems and selections are masterpieces of composition. 

The price of the volume remains at $2.5), and we 
shall be glad to fill orders for it. 

Se pe P 
The Ten Commandments. 

A correspondent asks, ‘Where did Moses get the 
Ten Commandments ?” 

We might answer this inletter by saying Moses 
did not get them ; but the spirit of the inquiry needs 
also to be satisfied, for is it not written that the letter 
killeth but the spirit giveth life? 

The writer of Exodus borrowed the manner of 
Moses's reception of the law from the legends con- 
cerning Bacchus, the sun-god, who was also called the 
lawgiver, and whose laws were written on two tables 
The idea of receiving them on a mountain 
is taken from the Persian legend related of Zoroaster. 
Prof. Max Müller says: “ What applies to the religion 
of Moses applies to that of Zoroaster. It is placed 
before us as & complete system from the first, re- 
vealed by Ahuramazda (Ormuzd), proclaimed by 
Zoroaster.” According to the tale of Zoroaster's dis- 
ciples (as reliable as some of the disciples’ stories 
about Jesus), that eminent lawgiver went one day to 
a high mountain to pray, and in the midst of thunder 
and lightning the Lord himself appeared before him 
and delivered to him the book of the law. Zoroaster 
escaped unharmed from this interview with the Lord, 
just as, when Moses came down, “the skin of his face 
did shine.” The book of the law is called the Zend- 
Avesta, which signifies the “living word.” 

The Buddhists also hav the Ten Commandments 
almost identical with the Hebrew ones. It is also re- 
lated that Minos, the lawgiver of the Cretans, as- 
cended a mountain and received from the supreme 
lord (Zeus) the sacred laws. Diodorus, the Grecian 
historian, says that “the idea promulgated by ‘the 
ancient Egyptians, that their laws were received direct 
from the most high god, has been adopted with suc- 


cess by many other lawgivers, who hay thus insured 
respect for their institutions.” 
The writer of Exodus obtained the idea from these 
traditions floating through the different countries. 
en 


Editorial Notes. 


Tue editor of the Day Star seems to hav experienced a 
change of heart toward Colonel Ingersoll as gratifying to the 
friends of that gentleman as previous editorial slurs were 
repelling. 


Tux enlargement of the Independent Pulpit is an exceed- 
ingly valuable change. The April number contains some 
twenty articles of permanent Value. Mr. Shaw is as good an 
editor as lecturer, and with his enlarged space will undoubt- 
edly provide the best of Liberal literature for a constituency 
which we hope will grow as the merits of the Pulpit deserve. 


Ix the spring the Administration lightly turns to thoughts 
of love. The statement is generally credited that President 
Cleveland is about to be married. Considering his violent 
denunciation of Mormon practices, doubtless there are papers 
in the country—though THe TRUTH SEEKER is not one of 
them—who will inquire after the woman whose name figured 
so largely in the last presidential campaign. We believe she 
is not yet dead. Mr. Cleveland is a Presbyterian. - 


Tug World's Advance Thought—the Avant Courier of the 
New Spiritual Dispensation is the name of a large quarto 
paperof which the Progressiv Publishing Company of Salem, 
Oregon, are editors and proprietors. The matter contained 
in the first issue corresponds in tone to the general drift of 
the title, and the paper is well printed. We notice that the 
company has listed THz Truru SEEKER as its New York 
agent, but as we are entirely unacquainted with the publish- 
ers we must decline to receive the honor. . . 


Tue Somerville Christian Observer is of the opinion that 
the account of Moses's burial is a foot note by some editor of 
Deuteronomy, which has somehow been run into the body 


of the book. The Christian at Work scoffs at this explana- _ 


tion as ** but an application of the higher criticism on the 
principles set forth by Professor Briggs.” The Christian at 
Work says that if Jesus’s ‘‘ reference to Moses as the author 
of the law settles the question of the Mosaic authorship of 
the Pentateuch, why flinch at the last chapter? Why not 
include that, too, and make Moses the prenostic narrator of 
his own funeral?” 


a PNE 
Tux Diocesan Union of Brooklyn is composed of ten socie- | 


ties connected with the Roman Catholic church. Attached 
to the Union is a debating society which mects in the rooms 
of the Young Men's Association in the cathedral on Jay 
street. Recently the following subject was discussed: 
“ Should the Preaching of Infidelity be Prohibited by Law ?” 
We record with gratification that in the Catholic church 
there are priests who are graciously pleased to admit that to 
this subject there are two sides, and on the occasion spoken 
of two of these tolerant gentlemen took the negativ of the 
proposition. The first speaker was of a bloodthirsty dispo- 
sition. He said that ‘‘the necessity of having some means 
whereby we may check the evils accruing from the so-called 
philosophical preaching of the Infidel is apparent to every 
sincere Christian who has given the subject his serious atten- 
tion. The Infidel of to-day is just the same as he has been 
for centuries past. They are actuated by a hatred of God 
and the teachings of his holy church, prompted by the devil 
through the instrumentality of self-conceit. Can this state 
of affairs be tolerated in a Christian country? What says a 
conscience guided by the holy and ennobling teachings of 
Christ? It says it is wrong, and, as it is wrong, it becomes 
our duty to suppress or obliterate it. This is a duty that we 


owe not only to ourselvs, but to God and to posterity. Every . 


Christian is aware—or should be—that he should, if neces- 
sary, lay down his life in defense of God. We, as citizens of 
this country, hav it in our power to suppress these insults to 
God, and the means to this end is law. And, as Christians, 
we are obliged to do so. The non-fulfilment of this obliga- 
tion God will hold us strictly accountable for on that day 
when men shall be judged in strict accordance with their 
acts here on earth.” Another good Catholic said : ‘While I be- 
lieve in free specch, there should be a certain limit toit. The 
preaching of Infidelity should not be tolerated in this coun- 
try. Its preaching is far more serious than that of treason ; 
while the state allows freedom of speech, it does not allow 
anyone to blaspheme God. Who ever heard of anyone plac- 
ing the Almighty in a second place? The Infidels of to-day 
are doing a great deal of harm. If people hear Ingersoll, and 
they in any way get prejudiced against their own religion, 
they not only injure themselvs, but also their families. Ata 
meeting of clergymen in the east a few weeks ago one of their 
number preached on Socialism. He held that Socialistic so- 
cieties, as a rule, were Infidels, and that if one thousand rich 
men were done away with, it would be better for them.” 
Another gentleman asserted that the preaching of Intidclity 
ruins the mind of everyone who listens to it. “The church,” 
he added, ** had always stamped it out.” On the other side, 
there were two speakers, who advocated the herctical notion 
that Infidels hav a right to liv. They were eloquent’ gentle- 
men, and the jury decided that they had the best of the argu- 
ment. The Freethinkers of the country may therefore rest 
secure. The debating club of the Diocesan Union has granted 


them a little longer lease of life. 
————— — +-e —— — — 


W. S. Berr lectured at Palo, Illinois, April 19th. 

Tux sixteenth annual convention of the American Labor 
Reform League meets at 141 Eighth street, New York, Sun- 
day, May 2d, forenoon, afternoon, and evening. R..W 


Hume, Cynthia Leonard, Wiliam Rowe, Henry Beeny, Dr. . 
C. S. Weeks, E. H. Heywood, and other speakers arc ex.  . 


pected. . 


- 


- 


. they are cheap. 
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Zetters from friends, 


Sr. PauL, Mixy., March 26, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $8; $3 of which is for 
subscription to Taz Trutu SEEKER, and $5 to go toward 
illustrating your most excellent paper. You will remember 
I promised $10 a year for that purpose. 
exclusiv of the regular subscription price, $3. 
the balance before the expiration of the year. 
Yours respectfully, 


I will remit 


Joun C. Ror. 


Reever, Kax., April 7, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror:' Ihav had the pleasure of reading Tue 
TRUTH SEEKER for two months, and am well pleased with it in 
in every particular. The illustrations are grand. It is pretty 
strong medicin, judging from the wry faces some ‘are mak- 
ing at it, which, I think, is a pretty good indication that 
there are still some of the old impurities-in the blood. 
Doubtless they hav had homeopathic treatment, which often 
fails iu old chronic cases, but no milder remedies than you 
are giving will ever effect a radical cure. 


Yours, WiLL L. Frazer, 


Woopstock, Vr., April 12, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: I sce that some trouble has arisen on account 
of the pictures. Isuppose each bas his or her opinion, aud 
has a right to it. But this difference should not go so far as 
to destroy Tre TRUTH SEEKER. 

As for myself, I think in many respects they convey some- 
thing more lasting upon the mind than if only written. 
Therefore I wish that they may continue to embellish THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, for which I send a post order for $8. Iam 

Yours, with respect, Jous D. Powers. 


Denver, CoL., March 30, 1886. 
Dear LingraL Frienps: The “beautiful snow” has been 
falling most of the time for several days: during this condi- 


~ tion of chronic monotony the grand old Truri SEEKER has 


come to hand, freighted with excelleut things. Leadeu skies, 

falling snow, slushy streets, are for the nonce forgotten as we 

turn to these leaves of inspiration for comfort and cheer. 
First, here are the splendid cartoons, which tell so much in 


~ so small a space and help some people to see themselvs as the 


enlightened eyes of others see them. Then come the 
"Friendly Letters." The one signed '' Mox" is a master- 
piece in good hits aimed straight at the mark. Mr. Com- 
stock ought to be deluged with Dibles; there is not such an- 
other obscene, cruel, bloody book iu the world. "True, there 
are excellcut things iu it, but who with proper sclf-respect 
will go through a sea of filth for a few gems wheu these same 
gems lie all around us in clean and lovely places? How 
modest people can hug this volume to their hearts and call it 
holy, with its recountals of tales of lust, polygamy, murder, 
theft, and every crime in the calendar, is beyond comprelicu- 
sion. When I was a church-member I always felt uneasy at 


` a publie reading of the Bible for fear some of the shocking 


recitals thereiu would be read. I hav heard many Christian 

womeu say the same. A few Sundays ago I attended church; 

the preacher read a chapter and took his text from the writ- 

ings of that arch-polygamist, Solomon, informing us he-was 

the ** wisest man of all time," and spent most of his breath in 

his discourse in abusing the Mormons. O consistency! 
Three cheers and a hearty hand-shake for ** Mox.” 


The letter of L. G. Barnes shows a big Liberal heart. Any 


Liberals traveling, I feel comfortably sure, will find liberal 


treatment iu the homes of Mrs. Metzger and Mr. Barnes. 
There ought to be that cordiality aud hospitality, that en- 
thusiastic. feeling of ** Hail fellow, well met !” among Liberals 


"that there used to be among the old-time Methodists. 


Mr. Shepherd's unique compliment to the cartoons is, like 
them, '*worth its weight in Rocky Mountain gold.” Lida 
Albert’s letter from away up in Wyoming Territory gladdens 
our hearts for the cause of Liberalism iu that far-off region. 

The blessed Children’s Corner is bright enough for the 
snowiest day. What a queen of cheerful, solid sense -Miss 
Wixon is! She and Mrs. Slenker are doing a vast amount of 
good for our young people. I hav just read '' The Infidel 
School-teacher” aud '*The Handsomest Woman,” by this 
last-named author. They are sweet, inspiring stories, im- 
bued with a sensible, lofty morality. 

Our young people will read; instead of their reading-books 
filled with superstition and a false, degrading system of 
morals, I beg parents to be wise in time and lay the founda- 
tion of enlightened good seuse by giving their children proper 
mental food. 

There is not one line in either of these ladies’ writings that 
can call a blush to the gentlest brow or produce a bad thought 


. in the purest mind. "This cannot be said of the generality of 


books, which teach that wrong can be made right by the 
blood of a man said to hav been niurdered nearly two thou- 
sand years ago. 

Liberal friends, buy good Liberal books for your children; 
If I had a child I feel certain I could not 
make a grander, surer investment of a few dollars for him or 
her than in the purchase of good books. I well remember 
how my own childhood and youth were tortured and be- 
fogged by reading Sunday-scliool literature; then came long 
years of womanhood and arrested mental development in 
which life was more of a pain than a pleasure, the direct re- 
sult of orthodox teaching. 

McDonnell’s ** Heathens of the Heath " and “ Exeter Hall " 
broke the spell ten years ago, aud here I am, though I hav lost 
property aud friends by death and because I hav ceased to be- 
lieve orthodox creeds, happy in the sense of mental freedom 
and the continued progress of humanity. Dear Liberal friends, 
giv the young people good Liberal reading. 

Mrs. Bucxner-Joanson, M.D. 


This, of course, is 


~ New Yorx, April 11, 1886. 
Mr. Epiror: Your readers will doubtless recall the pas- 
sage in holy writ which says that when rogues fall out honest 
men get a rest. I rise to an illustration of that remark. You 
may hav observed that many well-meaning persons hitherto 
enjoying the distinction of counting Anthony Comstock 
among their activ enemies are no louger the objects of his 
special attention. - This is because there is war in the family 
of humbugs. Squaring off at Anthony Comstock, and call- 
ing him all sorts of names, is one Mr. Lum Smith, of Phila- 
delphia, editor aud proprietor of the Agents ITerald, a paper 
devoted to booming advertisers iu novelties who patrouize it 
and abusing many who do not. As à non-advertising dealer 
in rare literature and objects of art, Comstock receives s good 
deal of adverse criticism in the Herald. Iu his issue for 
March, and iu a printed circular, Mr. Smith goes for Anthony 
"ju a way that I grieve.’ He dives down deep into the 
yawning chasm of the past and drags his opponent’s record 
nnfeelingly to light. He shows that Comstock is, to say the 
least, insincere in his efforts to check the dissemination of 
perilous literature, by pointing out that the same Comstock 
in 1877 rented a post-office box at Squan Village, N. J.,from 
which place he advertised—not, however, in the Herald—to 
send “a book for sports,” price 50 ceuts, to all who would 
mail him that sum, An answer to this advertisment resulted 
in the receipt of a copy of the New Testament (old version) 
followed by a book containing reading matter of a disastrous 
character, and a picture that was most demoralizing. I cau 
testify, Mr. Editor, to the accuracy of this description of the 
book and picture, having seen them myself and narrowly 
escaped demoralization thereby. Mr. Smith's objection to 


-this conduct of Comstock does not seem to lie so much 


against the book and picture; what he is prejudiced agaiust 
is a man sending that kind of literature along with ‘‘ the New 
Testament of God." Mr. Smith expresses a doubt that auy 
good motiv could actuate a truly devout man to do a thing 
like that. 

The Herald man regards this indictmeut agaiust Comstock 
as a settler, and with a parting kick and a little pious reflec- 
tion about the wickedness of calling the New Testament a 
“book for sports,” he turns his-attention to President Col- 
gate of the Society for the Suppression of Vice. He indi- 
cates at the outset that Mr. Colgate is a humbug, which he 
substantiates by showing that after Colgate had been enthu- 
siastic in securing thé passage of a law to thwart the designs 
of those who, having married, would prevent nature from 
taking its course, the same Colgate went incontiiently, as it 
were, into the business of manufacturing the very sort of 
article which his ‘own law was intended to suppress. 

Not content with making this.charge against the venerable 
Mr. Colgate, the Herald man then proceeds to prove it by 
documentary evidence; which is what might be called adding 
injury to insult. Of course Mr. Comstock has known all 
along that he is a rascal and that the president of the society 
is an old fraud; and both of them know that they hav been 
bad-eggs all their lives, but they are willing to let the dead 
Past officiate as its own undertaker while they pose before 
the living Present as Knights of the White Cross. 

Finally, if there is auything that, would delight the soul of 
the hilariously fiendish Mr. Smith, it would bc to hav Colgate 
and Comstock sue him at Jaw where he could display his 
chunks of truth before the judicial eyes of a judge and jury. 
Mr. Smith prays God to that end, and this test of the efficacy 
of prayer will be watched with great interest. 

On the other hand, as I learn from the same Herald, Com- 
stock has his eye on"'8mith. He rauks him among the sensa- 
tional class of frauds who gull the public with advertisments 
of schemes by which '*$10 to $25 per day" may be made 
"jn your own home," and sees just as good reason why 
Smith should be suppressed as Smith sees why Comstock 
should be laid out. All good people must hope that Com- 
stock and Smith will continue the fight. It will keep them 
both out of worse mischief, and whatever injury they do to 
each other cannot in the least affect the honest-dealing por- 
tion of thecommunity. Nevertheless, of the two, Smith is no 
doubt the least objectionable person. But I am not writing 
this to call attention to Smith. He may not be a desperate 
man, though the pions twaddle he prints shows him to be a 
hypocrit. Ithink it best for the people to keep it in mind 
that Colgate advertised and sold a contraband article for 
alleged immoral purposes, and that from all appearances 
Comstock increased his own revenue by sending through the 
mails the vicious matter which he had taken by force from 
others. Mr. T. C. Leland used to say that it was not so im- 
portant to keep God out of the Constitution as it was to keep 
the devil out of onr post-office. Morz, 


Parsippany, N. J., April 7, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: Two meetings were held in Pythian Hall on 
the 4th, in the interest of the Boonton Secular Union. There 
was a fair attendance, despite the bigotry and prejudice of 
the people against attending Liberal lectures, and the gloomy 
day and the melting snow in general, which made the travel- 
ing for pedestrians unpleasant. William G. Mayo, president 
of the Newark Secular Union, lectured in the afternoon on 
“ Liberalism.” He is an excellent speaker, and put in some 
telling blows in defense of truth and right. The province of 
Liberalism is to turn the attention of the men and women 
away from the gods, to turn men and women from an im- 
aginary world to a present world of reality. It is to take 
them in their social relations and apply the discoveries of 
science, and the plainest moral principles as between: men 
and women, and produce that which is the aim of all philan- 
thropists—human happiness. The truly noble men and 
women will do acts of kindness without the hope of heaven 
or fear of hell, for they put their declaration of independence 
in the Religion of Humanity. He spoke with great earnest- 
ness of Hypatia—Hypatia, whom men went to hear by the 
thousands, and wondered at her words. We admire her 


courage, her white face haunts us, for down through the 
long centuries that hav passed away there comes an agoniz-. 
ing shriek. She was dragged limb from limb, and her 
flesh was torn into shreds and scattercd far and wide. This ` 
was the work of the priests and the monks of the Romish 
church. These brutal monsters will go to heaven sure, if 
there is one, for they were men after God’s own heart. It 
was in this way that the last of the old philosophers died. 
We remember these grand, heroic ones with revereuce, who 
hav gone we know not where. We remember that through 
their work, success, and bravery, we dare say to the gods 
“that they had better keep their hands off from the homes 
of the people and the government.” 

All Liberals who are Liberals of the right stamp will agree 
with us to the effect that the more orthodox the people are, 
the more liable they are to commit a crime, and ho sensible 
person wil doubt the criminality of John Calvin, of whom 
the lecturer spoke also. It will be well to say right here that 
the most orthodox audience we had was in the afternoon, but 
the most intelligent and attentiv oue was in the evening. 

orse Krahmer, of Bloomingdale, gave us an able ad- 
dress on “ Why Are We Liberals?” iu the evening. Fora 
young lecturer who has not becn loug in the field, he bids 
fair to become more popular as time passes ou. 

It would wake the people up again, the clergy too, if they 
would only attend (little cowards dare not come) our lectures. 
If we had the brilliant lecturer, C. B. Reynolds, to lecture on 
* Why I Left the Pulpit," it would set them to thinking 
and keep them at it, especially the ministers, and the ones 
who say he is a crank that got kicked out of the pulpit. His 
platform oratory is characterized by enthusiasm, thoughtful- 
ness, and dignity. 

Mrs. Reynolds, too, is an eloquent speaker and can giv it 
to the orthodox audience in the way of what she believes to 
be right, and what she believes to be wrong. Good! We 
wil continue to hav Liberal lectures, and in spite of the 
prejudiced and bigoted people not believing in Freethought, 
Infidelity, Secularism, and Liberalism, they do come any- 
way to the lectures. M. FronENoE HENNION, 

Secretary Boonton Secular Union. . 


: Irwin, Iowa, April 1, 1886. 
Mr. Epiror: Iread Tne Troura Srexer of March 27th 
late at night, and by the time I had finished A. Bates’s letter 
I was quite sleepy; but it seemed so honest and straightfor- 
ward that it set me to thinking. I thought of the time when 
I was a lad, over thirty years ago, when the milder phases of 
‘spirit manifestation,” such as table-tipping, knocking, and 
writing, were very common and furnished a gay pastime for 
the young folks, who did not seem to be very deeply impressed 


„with its bearing on the question of man’s future destiny. It 


was the older people who made a religion and a ‘‘ divine rev- 
elation” of it, aud who found in it the evidence of man’s con- 
tinued existence beyond the grave, regaling us with ghost 
stories, aud leading us to emulate the raising of Saul by the 
witch of Endor, and such stuff as that. When we were told 
of recent manifestations in a near neighborbood that were 
far more wonderful than any that we had had we naturally 
felt it as à, reproach, and were soon able to furnish just -as 
good right at home. To what extent we ‘ played it on each 
other " all around—to what extent we mutually and wilfully 


deceived each other—or to what extent we were but involun- 


tary actors and ‘‘ honest mediums,” I can hardly say. 

Man is an emulativ creature, ambitious to excel even in 
the ghost business. 

He is also an imaginativ creature, and when he is an 
earnest believer in anything, uine times. out of ten. his testi- 
mony about that thing is not worth a straw till a very large 
part of it is very carefully eliminated. This remark furnishes 
no occasion for Spiritualists to fall into a fit of insulted anger 
and ‘‘ take the lie” to themselvs. As a law of evidence it 
speaks of a common human weakness. It prevails in every 
questiou for determination by human testimony, and I do 
uot think any odium should attach to any one on account of 
the rejection of his testimony under its application. ` It is 
certainly creditable to take an earnest interest in a great 
question, even though that interest calls for extra care in 
weighiug the evidence which it prompts. Asa Materialist I 
regret that Spiritualists seem more amenable to' this rule of 
evidential criticism than our own realistic philosophers. 

The maxim, ‘ False in one, false in all," as a rule of evi- 
dence is quite misleading, unless the *' false ? be qualified as 
being intentionally false. The remedy then lies not in its en- 
tire rejection, but in its critical examination, and the rejection 
of that part only which is false. This examination involves 
not only the evidence in its own substantial unity and mutually 
related parts, but also makes inquiry into the mental, moral, 
and physical condition, and all the circumstances of the wit- 
ness as well as the like considerations in relation to the inves- 
tigator himself. 

When a witness testifies contrary to the common experience 
of the race, appealing. to his own extraordinary individual . 
experience, he is not to be trusted—should not trust himself. 

The internal aud external experiences that are adduced to 
prove Spiritualism either do not lead to that logical conclu- 
sion, or the alleged facts are but shadows of the imagination 
or false sensations of the nervous system. 

Interest sometimes prompts to falsehood, but even inter- 
ested lying may be less abominable than speechless indiffer- 
ence, and may really do the cause of truth less damage. Yet 
even the stigma of “ lying in the interest of truth,” or ‘for 
the glory of God," though once favored by Christianity, is 
now repudiated; and the falsehoods that now spring from 
interest or zeal are not intentional, but involuntary. . 

The zealous witness falls into grave mistakes. His ears, 
his eyes, his sense of touch, but above all his heated imag- 
ination, are all intent to catch the viewless messeugers of 
truth and giv them embodiment. He thinks he hears what 
he does not hear. The tympanum vibrates, not in unison 


et. 
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with the adrial undulations, but in response to his eager ex- 
pectation. He hears where there is no sound, and sees where 
there is no light. 

Brother Bates says he is ** mediumistic," and speaks of his 
own “ organism” as being different from other human flesh. 
He is no doubt honest about it, and does not mean to be 
offensiv in his assumption of superiority over others; but 


' . this assumption is one of that peculiar class that should be 


we 


-~ to rise in the stock and flow out through the spout. 


‘No; 
- many historic pretenders, but they all pretend to be kings— 


“books. 


- closely criticised, for it is that stuff of which superstition 


weaves her web. If Brother Bates is severely just with him- 
self he will find he is mistaken. Brother Bates knows that 
John Truesdell is both a trickster and a medium. 

Now, Brother Bates, that’s just a little too much! 
doctor in spite of himself.” 

Brother B. says he (Bates) is a medium. I admit the asser- 
tion requires proof. I assert lam «ot a medium. Does my 
assertion require proof? Just here my head began to nod, 
and I fell into a dream that was so vivid, and withal so per- 
tinent, that I hope you will pardon my telling it. It did not 
seem that I was asleep, for I got up, put on my coat and hat, 
and walked out, for day had already broke. 


A 


" Why, why! My good friend, what's the meaning of all 
this?" I said. But he began to call me ‘the almighty 


father, the everlasting God, the prince of peace,” and to in- 


voke my favor. 

I tried to tell him that I was not a god; that I was only a 
man, and his neighbor. But the ‘‘ bug” had got into his 
head, and he continued to follow me wherever I went. 
Whenever I did the most ordinary thing he called it a miracle 
that attested my deific character. I went to the well and 
drew some water, upon which he exclaimed: ‘Behold, how 
the great and mighty God causeth the waters to spring from 
the earth." Itried to explain to him how that the pump, 
constructed according to certain mechanical principles, 
caused the water, when the piston was moved by the handle, 
Here he 
broke off my explanation by a devotional ejaculation in 
praise of my more than human humility in taking the form 


. of a man, and even refusing deific honors. 


: Iwas in a dilemma. What could I do? In everything 
else the man appeared to be fairly sensible. Soon he was 
joined by others, and then by others still, and all seemed in- 
fected with the same strange delusion that I was a god. I 
was vexed to the core, for if there is any one thing that I 
would rather not be, it is a god—in fact, I don’t believe there 


` really are any gods—and now to be made a god of in this 


strange way, why, it vexed me. At first I had felt a little 
amused, for I knew it was a mistake, and that I was nota 
god, though everybody should swear to it, At last the per- 
sistent clatter and worship of these idiots became an insuffer- 
able nuisance, but just as my discomfort reached its greatest 
point I awoke to find it a dream. 

Now, Brother Bates, if you mast be a medium, be one to 
your heart'S content; but don't, don’t insist on making 


- mediums of your poor, ‘helpless neighbors. You hay found two 


Srauds—pretenders, Pretenders to what? To mediumship ? 


they pretend that they are not mediums. We read of 


or something. This is the first instance of the kind on rec- 
ord where a man's claims as a pretender are purely negativ. 


It is the most amusing and ridiculous thing to any man who | 


has not got a “Dug in his head." Bedlam cannot giv any 


-one single token of insanity that is more plain. 


Jam no god, John Truesdell is no medium; so don’t 
bother us with such foolishness. Your head is level else- 
where. Your purpose is right, and although you hav a 
peculiar spiritualistie egotism, I don’t regard it in a personal 
way. J. K. P. BAKER. 


SYEWARTSVILLE, Mo., April 5, 1886. 

Mr. Eorror: Tne Troru SEEKER comes to me like an 
angel of mercy, laden with truth, justice, and charity for all. 
lam sorry to hear that some of our friends do not like the 
pictures in your noble paper. Well, we cannot all see alike, 
but for one I think the ridiculous absurdities of priestcraft 
and the Bible cannot be too strongly pictured to the people ; 
andif they wil not read the paper after looking at it, they 
will hav seen the pictures, which, in my opinion, can do 
more for some people than reading. I hav been showing 
Tur Truru Seeker to many of my friends, and to-day one 
of them said, ‘‘ Please send for the paper for me." Inclosed 


` please find three dollars, which will pay for one year, and if 


possible send back numbers commencing January 1st, 1886. 
The’ pictures did it, Iam the only one who has taken your 


"good and glorious paper in this godly town up to this time, 


Ibelieve. The priests hav their poor dupes so completely 
under their thumb that if they look cross at the congrega- 
tion they will nearly faint for fear the Christians! big God 
will instantly destroy.them. 


Yours truly, S. N. BRADFORD. 


LEICESTER, ENGLAND, March 19, 1886. 
-Mn. EDITOR: Some time ago you sent me ‘ Rational Com- 
munism." I like the book well. It is better got up in 
print, and paper, and binding than our avérage English 
It is a great and good thing that “A. Capitalist” has 
the courage to write honestly. 

Isee by our papers that you hav some heavy strikes about 
you We hav had one in this town, which is celebrated for 
its hosiery, and especially stockings. About eighty thou- 
sand people earn their living in this town and neighborhood 
in making hosiery. The strike arose because the small work- 
shops had been grinding their people down to starvation 
pnees When they struck work they went in thousands and 
demanded the workpeople at the large workshops to strike 


-with them against. all work. until they could obtain a settle- 


t 


I soon met a | 
: neighbor, who took off his hat, and knelt down before me | 
_ with clasped hands in the most ridiculous manner. ` 


ment, Thé cause of their demanding the large shops to stop 
work was that they believed that some of the masters were 
supplying work for the orders where the strike was on. 
After a week or ten days the masters agreed to pay the 
prices demanded, and all went to work again. 

In this town we hav ẹ very fine Secular Hall which cost 
over £4,000 or about $20,000. If you would be interested I 
would send you an account of what we do there. 

Itold you when I wrote before that I wanted a specimen 
copy of John Swinton’s Paper. He sent me several and I got 
him two regular subscribers, namely, the Secular Society and 
the Cooperativ Society, who hav very fine reading-rooms 
which are open daily for the public use. 

Tur Terora Seeker illustrations are much liked in Leicester, 
and if you keep up the quality of the pictures to their pres- 
ent merit I thin}. that you would insure a very great finan- 
cial success. 

I inclose a postal order, for which please send me “The 
Order of Creation,” and ‘‘ Diana.” Max H., BUNTON. 


Ayer, Mass., March 27, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: Please send me one copy-of ‘‘ The Order of 
Creation,” and the four copies of Ingersoll’s Tributes. 

The pictorial department of Tue Trura SEEKER has 
increased its interest and power for good at least twenty-five 
per cent. You hav indeed secured a good artist. 

If people respond to Comstock’s advertisment for obscene 
literature, he will hav to enlarge the library part of his mu- 
senm to keep the Bibles sent to him. 

Intelligence and reason are bursting the turtle-shell of big- 
otry and blind faith. Erian Myriox. 


PainteD Post, N. Y., April 8, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: Please find inclosed $4— $3.50 for THE 
TRUTH SEEKER and pictures, and 50 cents for some tracts, 
among others S. P. Putnam's ** Problem of the Universe.” I 
expect to take Tne Trourn SEEKER as long as I am able to 
pay for and read it. . 

I wish to ask a question on a subject that bas occupied my 
mind for a number of years. Can an absolute being, thesole 
creator of the universe, knowing all things from eternity to 
eternity, create a being with & will and power to act contrary 
to the will of his creator? 

It seems as if man, in relation to his creator (if he has a 
creator), is but a machine, and every act of his life is con- 
troled by circumstances; and his creator knowing the chain 
Of causes and effects from eternity to eternity, there is no 
escape from fatalism or predestination. 

‘Assuming the other position, that matter is eternal, pos- 
sessed of inherent qualities that produce worlds, men, and 
mice, then we may farther assume that there is no revenge- 
ful creator to punish men after death, when it will neither 
reform the individual nor benefit society. 

I merely ask the question and giv my views that some one 
better qualified may set me right if wrong. Iam an old man 
with limited education. and perhaps you had better drop this 
in the waste basket. I shall not complain. 


Fraternally yours, B. C. Woop. 


Cuinton, Kax., April 8, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav seen two numbers of your paper, and 
like it very much. I valneit very highly as an agent of reform, 
and at no distant date will become a subscriber, if I am suc- 
cessful in my undertaking ; but for the present don't insist on 
my taking it, as I am a great advocate of “ cash on delivery." 
Your paper is a great organ for the destruction of supersti- 
tion. The Bible says that God made everything that was 
made. Then he made the devil; no one seems to deny that. 
Well, it seems that God was a mechanic or inventor (and a 
poor one at that, judging by the Garden of Eden business), 
and it seems he wanted an apprentice, in order to hav some 
one to whom he could charge all the bad jobs. Well, to me, 
however, it seems x shame for a father who is a poor me- 
chanic to take one of his boys for an apprentice in order to 
hav some one on whom to cast the blame, add then prepare 
an endless torment for his apprentice and his children, in 
order to prove to the world that he (God) is simon-pure. 
Some time ago I had an argument with a member of the 
Christian faith, and after defeating him on various points, I 
began making fun of his God. I told him he worshiped a jeatous 
God, at. which he became quite indignant, and said the Bible 
didn't say that God was jealous. He bet me $2 that the 
words jealous God were not in the Bible, and another mem- 
ber of the Christian faith, being present, added $2 more to 
the bet. Isaid: ‘‘ All right; Iam four dollars ahead, or at 
least there will be $4 coming to me," and told them to read 
the 20th chapter of Exodus. I hav been patiently waiting, 
but the $4 has not arrived. I think since they hav found 
that their God is jealous they hav come to the conclusion that 
he is not worth $4, and will let him go for the debt. 

A short time ago I had a talk with a Methodist on the sub- 
ject of prayer. I asked him if he believed that God was om- 
niscient, unchangeable, etc. ‘‘ Yes." *' Well, do you þe- 
lieve that God answers your prayers?" ‘‘ Yes," ‘Then 
you believe he has done what he would not hav done had the 
request not been made?" ''Yes." ''Well, then, he is a 
changeable being, or a creature of circumstances.” The poor 
fellow was almost convinced that his prayers had all been in 
vain. 

I will bid you good-day, as I do not wish to tire you, sec- 
ing that I am a stranger, but, if agreeable, I may call again. 

Very respectfully, C. V. WILLIAMS, 


Kent, O., March 28. 1886. 
Mr. Eprron: Mr. J. E. Remsburg gave us a very interest- 
ing lecture in Kent, on Tuesday evening, March 16th. 'The 
meeting was held in the Universalist church. His subject 
s ** Babbath-Breaking," and although the Salvation Army 
were holding forth, and other influences operating against 


the meeting, his lecture was well attended. At half-past 
seven the president, Mr. T. C. Heighton, introduced him to 
the audience. I forgot to mention that Miss Daisy Marsh 
sang a beautiful song, and Mrs. Hattie Longcoy presided at 
the organ, for which we all feel grateful. The speaker, in a 
few well-chosen remarks, introduced the subject, and went to 
his work in a calm, dignified manner, and in a clear and con- 
vincing way proved that the holy Sabbath was nothing but a 
historical humbug; and I must say that I never heard so 
much evidence from the early Christian fathers and standard- 
bearers of the cross presented, showing that it was but a 
‘pious fraud, from Constantine down through dark ages of 
terror and persecution to ihe present time. He also clearly 
proved that it was a heathen and pagan institution, and that 
much that we are taught to accept as Christian religion is 
nothing but-paganism under the garb of Christianity, and I 
will here introduce the testimouy of Bishop Newton on this 
point: ‘Is not the worship. of saints and angels now in all 
respects the same that the worship of demons was in former 
times? The name only is different. The thing is identically 
the same. The deified men of the Christians are substituted ` 
for the deified men of the heathens, and, as the worship is 
the same, so likewise it is performed with the same cere- 
monies, the burning of incense or perfumes at one and the 
same time, sptinkling of holy water, the lighting of lamps 
or candles and wax candles in the day-time before altars and 
statues of their deities; the bowing down or kneeling before 
images; the solemn rites under the notion of penance; the 
variety of religious orders of priests; the imposing of celi- 
bacy and vows of chastity on the religious of both sexes; all 
these and many more are equally parts of the pagan and 
popish superstition; in short, almost the whole of paganism 
is applied to popery.” And he might hav said the same of 
Protestantism, for it is nothing but paganism under the name 
of Christianity. 

The Methodist minister honored us with his presence, 
but stayed only a few minutes. This was more than we 
conld expect, as it requires but a short time to fill a small 
vessel. We all feel more than satisfied with Mr. Remsburg's 
lecture, for he spoke as one having authority, and not as the 
scribes. We suppose our orthodox friends are inquiring, 
** Hav any of the elders believed on him ?” 

Our thanks are due to the trustees of the Universalist 
church, and to Professor Marsh, for his influence and his 
moral courage in defense of truth and righteousness. 

Yours for the truth, Josern IIxianvox. 


: ABILENE, Kax., April 5, 1886. 

Me. Eprrog: Lam told that you hear both sides of a ques- 
tion. Itherefore hope that, although an Infidel, you will be 
fair enough to publish this letter. I sincerely trust and pray 
that its plain statements of disgraceful facts will so disgust 
your readers that they will never want to hear of another 
Infidel lecture. A young upstart by the name of Rogers has 
been giving some Infidel lectures at Industry, and as the 
clergy were particularly invited, I attended one night, but 
shall never do so again. 7 

Instead of the courteous treatment we were promised, we 
were most indecently slandered. He began by saying that 
for every dollar you spend you should receive an equivalent 
value; that whoever takes a dollar without giving an equiva- 
lent is a robber. He then tried to show that the ministers 
cost the American people a vast sum, but return no value— 
thus leaving the audience to infer that they are robbers. In 
trying to show that money is useléssly spent on forcign mis. 
sions, he said that grafting Christianity onto Buddhism is not 
an actual improvement: that importing orthodox preachers 
into that country to improve the average morality was like 
holding a match under a thermometer in hopes it would- 
make the weather warmer. 

After abusing preachers in general, he proceeded to com- 
pare noted churchmen with Freethinkers. Professor Braden, 
the author and college student, who has forgotten more than 
this Infidel ever knew, was denounced as a foul-mouthed 
slanderer. The speaker read from a paper several affidavits 
to show that the professor had spoken falsely about an Infide] 
town. It is my opinion that he made the pieces up as he 
read, especially as one claimed to be from a minister, setting 
forth that the Infidels were decent folks. He wound up this 
tirade by saying that the slander had reached as far as Eu- 
rope; that Professor Braden is a disgrace to the American 
nation, and could do a patriotic thing by committing suicide. 
At this disgraceful remark the audience laughed and ap- 
plauded. May God forgiv them. 

In speaking of Brother Boles, the county evangelist of this 
county, he became still more abusiv. He said Brother Boles 
made the great mistake of his life when he left the brick-yard 
for the ministry. He made great sport of his lecture against 
Ingersoll, and said that to compare Ingersoll to an orthodox 
preacher was like comparing Bunker Hill monument to a 
toadstool. In speaking of Brother Boles’s assertion that if 
Darwin is right there would be some specimens half-way be- 
tween man and monkey, he said it would be impossible to 
deny that as long as Brother Boles is alive. Had I not seen 
it, I could not hav believed that any audience was so lost to 
all sense of shame as to laugh at such blasphemy. 

There are many Iufidels in this county, but this one is the 
meanest. He nearly broke up Elder Knupp's class, that a 
hard winter’s work built up, and when Elder Boles moved 
his tent into the neighborhood last fall, and everything was 
ready for a great revival, this Infidel began to scatter papers 
and books and lecture in the school-house against religion, 
and although the meeting was held fifteen nights not a single 
convert was obtained. O Infidel! what souls you will hav 
to answer for! But his efforts, like all others, will come to 
nothing. Voltaire said one hundrel years ago, “In one 
hundred years there will be no more churches,” but there are 
more to-day than ever. Rev. GEORGE OLIVER FISHER. 
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Children’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixow, Fal 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


The Plow and Sword. 


There was a count, the story runs, 
. Who knew that shortly he must die, 
So called he to him his two sons 

To share his goods and property, 


Now for a plow, also a sword, 
The aged warrior made request ; 

They brought him these, the sons adored, 
That he could make them his bequest. 


Mv elder son, my valiant heir, 
You will this sword in future wield; 
The mountain with its castle there 
And all of honor you shall shield.” 


To you, not less, my kinder son, 
To you the plow do I now giv; 

In lands which quiet huts stand on 
There you in peaceful toil shall liv.” 


Life-wearied then he falls to sleep 
As he this simple blessing givs, 
The sons his mandates truly keep, 
And faithful are throughout their lives, 


To-day where is that sword of will? 
That castle and its hero man? 
Where are the lands with villas still? 
And where the humble, peaceful yeoman? 


Oh! ask not how the story ends, 

"Tis known full well throughout the throng; 
To ruins deep the castle bends; 

That trusty sword has rusied long. 


The lands, though, lie in lordly pride 
Beneath the sunshine’s gladdening rays; 
The golden harvests ripen wide 
For one has held the plow these days, 
————— $99 ————— — 


How a Kind Action Changed the 
Course of a Woman's Life. 


A little incident was brought to the atten- 

tion of a reporter recently which illustrates 
in a marked degree how much good a little 
act of kindness may accomplish. About 
twelve years ago a young girl, only about 
thirteen years of age, was brought into the 
police court charged with being a disorderly 
person. She was fatherless and motherless, 
and had led a life which was quite the oppo- 
site of refining in its tendencies. But still 
her face was round and rosy, and with her 
golden hair she was a beautiful child. What 
to do with her was a question with the au- 
thorities. She was undoubtedly guilty of 
what she was charged with, and the only 
remedy for her casc seemed to be a short 
term of confinement. 
. Just as she was about to be sentenced, 
however, a well-known attorney who was 
present asked to be allowed a few moments’ 
conversation with the girl, which was 
granted. At its close, the gentleman sur- 
prised the court by asking that the girl's case 
be dismissed, promising that he would be 
responsible for her actions in the future. As 
it was the easiest way out of the dilemma, 
the judge was only too glad to comply with 
the gentleman's request, and the self-ap- 
pointed guardian walked out of the court- 
room with his protégé in charge. He secured 
employment for hcr as a domestic in a pri- 
vate family, andmade her promis to come 
and see him as often as possible. 

The girl lived up to her agreement, and the 
gentleman’s kind treatment and advice which 
he gave her in her little troubles completely 
won her heart. Time passed rapidly, and the 
little girl became & young woman. She was 
an excellent housekeeper, her character was 
beyond’ reproach. She became more and 
more beautiful as she matured in years, until 
at nineteen she met a wealthy railroad man, 
who fell deeply in love with her. She re- 
turned his affection, but when he asked her 
hand in marriage she refused him. He 
pressed his suit, however, and finally she re. 
lated to him the story of her early life, giving 
it as the reason why she had refused his suit. 
Her lover was not thus to be driven from her, 
and she finally gave consent to the marriage. 


: The wedding occurred shortly afterward, and 


the newly wedded pair took up their resi- 


~, dence in an elegant home in a Western city, 


- where they now liv. 


Last week a beautiful woman, handsomely 
dressed, arrived in the city and called upon 
the lawyer above referred to. At first he did 
not recognize her, but when she spoke of the 
little girl whom he had taken from the police 
court years ago, his eyes were opened, and 
he knew his visitor to be his former protégé. 
Both were deeply affected by the meeting, 
and fervent were the thanks whieh the lady 


gave the lawyer for his kindness to her in the 
past. : 

'The next day the lady left for New York, 
and thence sailed for Florida. 'Through her 
benefactor the story reached the ears of a Bee 
reporter, but the condition was imposed that 
no names should be used. "The story is a re- 
markable one, and, as remarked before, 


'| Shows how an act of kindness can completely 


change the course of a life.— Omaha Bee. 
-or 
Frank Ford’s Fast. 

Frank Ford filched five fat fowls, four finny 
fish, from fond father for Friday fast. Fear- 
ing fatal finis, Frank fasted from filthy flesh 
five Fridays 'fore Florida feast. Frank fasted 
faithfully (?) 

Frisky fowls flew from Frank's fine fence 
for food; found finny fish "fore Frank fed 
fowls. Four fowls fought for first fill. Fowls 
fought furiously; flopped, fretted, feigned 
fine feints, filched fine feathers from fancy 
frocks. Fun for fifth fowl. Finding firkin, 
fish floating, fifth fowl feasted. Few fowls 
fast Fridays, for fear fatal finis. Fowl finish- 
ing fourth fish, flew for fleld far from fighting 
fowls. 

Frank found firkin, fish filched, fowls fight- 
ing, felt fearful faint. Frank flung fuel furi- 
ously. Fowls fled. Frank followed, flinging 
fuel, fretting for filched fish. : 

Far from farm fence fickle fowls fled. 
Fierce fox from forest found fowls faint from 
fighting. Fowl flesh fine food for foxes. Few 
foxes fast Fridays for fear fatal finis. Frank 
fled for flail, fight fox. Fowls filled fox full. 
Finishing fourth fow], fox fled for forest. 
Frank, finding fowl feathers, finding feet, 
flung flail, fretted, felt far from funny. 

Fierce falcon, flying from field, found fifth 
fowl fighting flies from fiue feathers. Fowl 
flesh fine food for falcons. Few falcons fast 
Fridays fear fatal finis. Falcon flew for fowl. 
Fowl fluttercd. Falcon fatally fixed fowl for- 
ever. Falcon, finishing fowl, flew for forest 
far from Frank’s farm. 

Fit finale.—Fox, falcon, feasted; fat fowls, 
finny fish, furnished food. Frank Ford fasted 
faithfully. D. G. Crow. 

Fort Bayard, N. M. 

[The above is a fine sample of alliterativ 
composition, showing the manner and motiv 
of the custom of fasting. We are obliged to 


its author for the contribution, and hope to 
hear from him again.—Ep. C. C.] 
— —— 9-6 € — — — — 
Our Puzzle Box. 


1.—conunDRUM. 


What a bashful person dislikes. 


2.— CONUNDRUM. 


Why is Carrie not in earnest ? 


3:—A MOUTH-MAKING PUZZLE. 
S—p last ninety-nine, 
A single word which we define, 
‘Relating to the surgeon’s sleight 
Of forming, making mouths aright.” 
Here in the blank from “S” to “p,” 
A large love-apple you may see; 
And so the mouth is formed with skill 
Which we with this love-apple fill. 
But for Talmagean features wide, 
A six-inch dash should be supplied ; : 
While to displace this awful dash, 
To well conceal the horrid gash, 
The fruit that such a need supplies. 
Must grow to be a melon’s size. 


. A melancholy tho't, I know, 
When scarce such fruit is found below. 
But “nature groans and man is sad,” 
And,.by the Jinks, it must be had. 
Irwin, Ia. J. K. P. BAKER. 


4.—THE TREE PUZZLE." 
The * tree puzzle " that follows is one of the most 
ingenious trifles of the kind now current: 


1. What's the social tree, 
2. And the dancing tree, 
3. And the tree that is nearest the sea? 
4. The dandiest tree, 
5. And the kissable tree, 
6. And the tree where ships may be? 


7. What's the tell-tale tree, 
8. And the traitor's tree, 
9, And the tree that's the warmest clad ? 
10. The languishing tree. 
11. The chronologist’s tree, 
And the tree that makes one sad ? 


18. . What's the emulous tree, 
* 14, The indüstrioüs tree; rN 
. And the tree that will never staid still? 
18. The tinhealthiest tree; 
17, The Egyptian-plagde tree; — —— 
. And the tree neither up nor down hill? 


18, The.conteniptible tree; 
20. The most yielding tree, 

. And the tree that bears a curse ? 
32. The reddish brown tree; 
93, The reddish blue tree, 

+ And the tree like an Irish nurse? 


25, What is the tree 
That makes each townsman flee ? 
. And what round itself doth entwine? 
27. What's the housewife’s tree, 
28. And the fisherman's tree, —— 
. What by cockneys is turned into wine? 


30. What's the tree that got up, . 
31. Aud the tree that was lazy, 

. And the tree that gnides ships to go forth ? 
33. The tree that’s immortal, . 
34. The trees that are not, 

. And the tree whose wood faces the north ? 


36. The tree in a bottle, 
37.. he tree in a fog, 
. And whateach must become ere he’s old ? 
39. The tree of the people, 
40. The travelers tree, 
41. And the sad tree when school-masters hold? 


. What's the tree that has passed through the 
fiery hent, i 
43. That half-given to doctors when ill? 


41. The tree tiat we offer to friends when we 
meet ? 
45. And the tree we may use as a quill? 
46. What’s the tree that in death will benight you, 
47, And the tree that your wants will supply? 
48. And the tree that to travel invites you, , 
49. And the tree that forbids you to die? 
ANSWERS. 
1, §Pear 25. Citron. 
* Tea, 26. Woodbine, 
2, Hop. 27, Broom. 
3. Beech. 28. Basswood. 
4. Spruce 29. Vine. 
5, JTulip 30, Rose. 
* (Yew 31 Satin. 
6. Bay. * Aloe. 
7. Peach 32. (Hjelm, | 
8. Judas 33. Arbor-vitae. 
9. Fir. 34. Dyewoods. 
10. Pine 35. Southernwood. 
11. Date. i 36. Cork. 
12. Weeping willow, 37. {fmoketree. 
18. Ivy. S (Hazel, 
14. Spindle-tree. 38, Elder. 
15. Caper. 39. Poplar. 
16. Sycamore. 40. Wayfaring tree. 
4. Locust. 41. Birch. 
18. Plane 42, Ash. 
19, Medlar. 43, Coffee. 
20 fIndis rubber, 44. Palm. 
* ago palm, 5. Aspen. 
Sa l 45. À : 
2i Fig. ` 46. Deadlv nightshade. 
* iDamson. 47. Breadfruit. 
22. Chestnut. 48. Orange. 
23. Lilac. 49. Olive. 
24. Honeysuckle, 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN THE OHILDREN'8 CORNER 
APRIL 10, 1886. 
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6.-Cat-o-nine tails. i 
Sotvers.—C. R., Lyle D. Gault. 
— eer 
Correspondence. 
LisznTy, Mo., April 9, 1886. 

Dear Miss Wixon: Pa has taken THE 
TRUTH SEEKER for several years, and I like 
to read the Children’s Corner. I go to the 
public school, and study arithmetic, geog- 
raphy, grammar, and I am in a third reader, 
and soon will go into the fourth. I hav five 
brothers and one sister. My sister is twelve, 
and I am only ten years old. My little 
brother don’t go to school, but we teach him 
at home; he can spell some words; he is 
only four years old, and I am teaching him 
“The Ten Little Bigots.” I hav twenty-six 
little chicks, and I am afraid that I will hav 
to knit some stockings for. them. It is snow- 
ing very hard here, and it.is about four inches 
deep. I had a piece to say Friday, and the 
name of it is ‘‘ Ragged Jack.” I think there 
are so many good pieces in Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER, and especially in the children’s let- 
ters, and the pictures in the paper are very 
amusing. I can’t make out your Puzzle Box. 
This is my first attempt in writing a letter, so 
I will close, for I will weary your patience 
with so much nonsense. 

Ever your friend, Dora L. Hayes. 

P. S.—I will send you one of my cards. ^ - 

Dear Miss Wixon: My papasaid if I would 
write to-you he would change my prose into 


thyme. I accepted his offer gladly, so I send 


| you my thoughts thus transposed for the 


perusal of our little readers. 
: Eroa Brues. 


Children’s Corner is a treasure : 
Prized by little folks at home. s 

Who its hidden worth can measure 

, In the future years to come? 

Children’s Corner is a blessing 
E'en to children larger grown; 

"Tis a treasure worth 
This nice corner called “ our own.”. 


Auntie Susan Helen Wixon 
Has a pleasant word for all. 

For she does not feel above us, 
Though we are but children small. 

Writes for us such pretty stories, 
Givs us; too, stich good adyice: 

In our Corner; too, are puzzles 

xecuted very tice, 


Homer, Helen Mar, and Hlda, 

Constitute “our trinity,” . 

dt the very last nanie mentioned 

Is mysely, a8 you can 8e6; AN 
Ten years old in thia month (April), 

Go to school and try to learn. 4 
Greet the children correspondents, i 

Each and every one in turn. .- 


Elda Billings sends kind wishes 
To the children, far and near; 
Hopes when we are little older 
e can pen our thoughts more clear. 
Papa renders me assistance, 
Puts my prosy thoughts in rhyme, 
Will you put them in “our Corner” " 
If I'll write again—some time? m 
{Elda’s letter in rhyme is very pretty; and 
so is the little picture sent us, which shows 
that she has artistic talent, and will in time 
perhaps become a celebrated artist.—En.' 


C. €.] 
Sunuient, NEB., March 18, 1886. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write you a few lincs. My name is Edith 
Sowers.and 1 am fourteen years of age., I 
love dearly to read the letters in the Corner. 


OBBe8BIng; &-^ 


Ma and pa went to town to-day and we are ` 


herealone. Iam going to school now. Our 
school has fifty scholars, but they do not all — 
come; there are ninety-two in the district. 
Our tcacher's name is Mary Hutchin. We 
are going to hav an exhibition the last day. 
Our school is out two weeks from to-day. I 
like to go to school, but I like to read the 
letters in the Corner better. We hav a town 
half a mile from our home. I love to liv in 
tewn. Iam as bright as any girl is of my 
age. Pa says that I am dull and don't know 
anything, but I wil show him. 
uess I will quit forthis time. 
Sear Miss Wixon. Yours truly, 
Epira Sowers. 


CLEARWATER, NEB., March 27, 1886. 
Dzan Miss Wixon: The weather has been 
very cold some of the time this winter. M. 


Good-bye, 


father has been sick, and I hav had to do all 


the work. l hav had to take care of nine 
horses and six cows, und a lot of hogs, and 
draw water out of a well eighty-six feet in 
depth. The wells in this country on the table 
lands are from forty to two hundred feet deep. : 
The most of them are bored with augers four- 
teen to sixteen inches in diameter. Some- 
times when they are boring a well they come 
to trees down eighty or a hundred feet. The 
wood looks some Tike cedar, but is harder 
and finer grained, which shows that this 
country has at one time been a lake, as geolo- 
gists affirm. l EARLE A. FrNOH. | 
P. S.—I hav read ‘‘ All in a Lifetime,” an 
like it well. It is a nice story. A.F. 
WHEATLAND, Or., March 29, 1886. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I bav seen so many 
little boys and girls writing Ithought I would 
write too. I am fourteen years old. Our 
school was out a week ago. When Ir» to 
school I study arithmetic, history; dictior.àry, 
geograpliy, and grammar. Well, as I caanot 
think of any more interesting news I will 
close. Yours truly, JENNIE MAGNESS. 
SALEM, ILL., April 5, 1886. 
Dear Miss Wixon: As it has been said in 
the Book of Books, as others hay written, I 
thought I would write. But I don’t claim 
that my pen is inspired, as man is liable to 
error. My age is fifteen years. I hav been 
going to a six-months school, I hav studied 
all the seven common branches, and also Bry- 
ant’s Common School Bookkeeping. We hav 
had ciphering matches almost every week. I 
hav four brother, two being twins, and two 
sisters alive; the two are named after two 
intelligent mcn, Alva Leslie, and Alta Dar- 
win. Ithink the gourd-vine over Jonah is a 
different specie from that we now raise. It 
is the first gourd-vine I ever saw that grew 
straight up. When the paper is read of an 
evening, the things to look at are the beau- 
tiful pictures and the Children’s Corner. I 
hav been reading Mr. Bennett’s ** Around the 
World.” I think it is beautiful. There is 
one thing I would like to see in print; it is 
the orthodox ‘‘Sweet By-and-By.” If you 
know of any quick rules of arithmetic, will 
you inform me of them? Hoping to sec this 
In print, Yours for truth, 
Rurus WILLIAMS. 


[We know of no quicker rules than are 
found in our modern school arithmetics.— 
Ep. C. C.] : 


Moopy, TEx., March 28, 1886. 
Drar Miss Wixon: As I am a reader of 
Tue Trors SEEKER I think I will write a few 
lines for it. I am ten years old andI go to. 
the Waler school-house to school. My mother 
takes THe TRUTH SEEKER and I hav a little 
sister three years old. I hav a little brother 
nine months old and his name is Robert.G., 

after Robert G. Ingersoll, Dxssrz Simons. 


Well, I - 


^ 


per 
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Mottoes for Freethinkers. 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards, which we offer for sale. These mottoes are 


‘intended to take the place of the “ God-bless-our- 


home” placards which disfigure the walls of so 
many houses. They are printed on heavy card- 


board, 9 inches by 221-2. The motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gram of U. M. L. The following are the various 
readings: 


THE LIVING HAV A RIGHT TO CONTROL : 
M THE WORLD. : 


H REASON IS THE LAMP OF THE MIND, 
3 THE ONLY TORCH OF PROGRESS. 


THE TIME TO BE HAPPY IS NOW, 
AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY IS HERE. 


NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE 
TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. 


THE WORLD IS MY COUNTRY}; 
TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION. 


The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents. 

For Freethought societies there is a large card 
2 x 15inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading, containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Price, 30 
cents. Any of these will be sent postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. 

Address ‘THE TRUTH SEEKER, : 
33 Clinton Pl., New York City. 


A NEW PAMPHLET.—JUST OUT. 


‘ADAMI AND HEVA, 
BY 8. P. PUTMAM. - 


A poetic version of the Indian Story of the Gar- 
den of Eden, in which its superiority to the muti- 
lated copy—the Genesis legend—is Shown. 

PRICE, 10 CENTS. 


! — Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
38 Clinton Place, New York, 
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i THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 


.33 CLINTON PLACE. 


HISTORY 
OF THE 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe. 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 
Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


tf 88 Clinton Pl., New York city. 


ablath-Breaking. 


Author of “False Claims,” “Bible 
Morals,” Ete. 


The best and most thorough work ever written 


on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 


view. 


Large and Handsome Print. 
SINGLE COPIES, - A 
Six CoPrEs, " 3 - 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


THE 
SHAKER EYE and EAR BALSAM. 


SIXTY YEARS’ INVARIABLE SUCCESS. 

Best known remedy for all afflictions of these or- 
gans. WEAK EYES, WEAK EARS, DEAFNESS, 
and CATARRHAL AFFECTIONS immediately 
reached. FAILING SIGHT prevented. fi 

ne 


25 cents. 
$1.00. 


ING OR DRUMMING OF EARS will cease. 

box tells the whole story. . 

Price by mail, 30 
G. A. LOM 


DEAUDF 


cents. 
10t11 AS, Shakers, N. Y. 


* * * This marvelous house has been built more than 
300 times from our plans; it isso well plannedthatit afforda 
ampie room even for a large family. Ist floor shown 
above; on 2d floor are 4 bed rooms and in attic 2 more. 
Plenty of Closets. The whole warmed by one chimney. 
Large illustrations and full description ofthe above 
aS 0139 other houses, ranging in coat from $400 up 

to $6,500, may be iound in SuoPPELL'S MODERN LOW- 
Cost HOUSES," a large quarto pamphlet, showing also 
how to select sites, get loans, &c. Sent postpaid on re- 
ceipt of60c. Stamps taken, or send $1 bill and we willre- 
turnthechange, Address, BUILDING PLAN ASSOCIATION, 
(Mention this Paper.) 24 Beekman Bt, (Box 2702,) N. Y. 


Bacm& Shakspere 


PROOF THAT 
WILLIAM SHAKSPERE 
Could Not Write. 


THE SONNETS 
written by 
FRANCIS BACON 
to the 
EARL OF ESSEX AND HIS BRIDE, A.D., 1590. 


BACON 
Fatefactus Poeta Occultatus 
“IGNOTO” 

A.D. 1589-1600. 


By WM. HENRY BURR. 


Price, 25 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
88 Clinton Pl., New York. 


REPLY 
TO REV. L. A. LAMBERT'S 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.’ 
By B. W. Lacy 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priests 
sophistry, unfairness, and histor- 
ical misstatement. 
Price. Cloth. $1; Paper, 50 Cents 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


KERSEY GRAVES'S WORKS. 


Sixteen Saviors or None. By Krr- 
SEY Gnaves, auther of the World’s Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors; The Bible of Bibles, and 
Biography of Satan. Paper, 75 cents; cloth, $1. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thousand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
delineation of the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of their doctrins. Price, $2. 


Biography of Satan ; or, à Historical 
` Exposilion of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 85 cents. . 

The World's Sixteen Crucitled Sav- 
jors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 
origin of all the doctrines, principles, precepts, 

nd miracles of the Christian New Testament, 
and furnishing a key for unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 
history of sixteen oriental crucified gods. $2 
dress THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
83 Clinton Place, New York, 


S. P. Putnam's Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts, 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 

can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 60 cts, 

** À prose epic of the war, rich with incident 

and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 

last with the living spirit of to-day."—John 
Swinton’s Paper. 

“The 


Golden Throne, a Romance. 
author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is wit i The book is filled with 
manly thoughts, expressed in manly words— 
the transcript of a manly mind. very Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ "—INGERSOLL. $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. / 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”—Dr. Henry W. BELLOWS. £l. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 


other Agnostic Poems. _ Price, 10 cts. 
For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


The History of Freethought. Bound 
in cloth and lettered. Price, $1.25. CONTENTS : 
Section I. Detinition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section ll. Whatit 
Owes to Mohammedanism, Section III. Free- 
thought Martyrs and, Confessors, Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Sec- 
tion V. Freethought 'Iriumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


The American Secular Union; its 
Necessity, and the Justice of its Nine Demands. 
(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll.) 
82 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 2% pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 

Christian Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh. Con- 
tents: The Origin of Christianity; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are parishes at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS EACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity ; 
Moral Value of the Bible: Freethought an 
Modern Progress; Christianity, its Nature and 
influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
larism; Science and bible. Antagonistic ; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. For all of 
the above works address THÉ TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, 83 Clinton Place, New York. 


The Heathens of the Heath. Afinely | 
written Radical romance, By Wm. McDonnell 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 


Family Creeds, By William McDon- 
nell, author of “Exeter Hall.” Price, cloth. 
$1.25; paper, 75 cents. 


Exeter Hall. “ One of the most excit- 
ing romances of the day." Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404pages. $1.25. 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story. From the London edition, By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 


30 cents. j 
All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
“The great charm of 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
‘personages are those one meets with in con- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was ncaa cel? prepared to ex- 
ect to find, in such a marked degree, even 
rom 80 gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks.” Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


AT LAST | we hava “ Secular Funeral and 


! ^ Marriage Hand Book,” which 
can be used in all cases, and is indorsed by all 
classes of Liberals. . 

Price (cloth bound) by mail, fifteen cents in cur 
rency or postage stamps. A liberal discount to 
agents. 

Address Dr. A. R. AYRES, 810 

2t17 H 


Broadway, 
annibal, Mo. 


LITHOGRAPHS 


CHARLES DARWIN. 


Admirers of the Great Naturalist, and practically 
the father of Evolution, wil be glad to know that 
we hav a fine lithograph of him for sale—size 
184x24 inches on heavy plate paper. Framed, the 
picture will make a splendid ornament for the 
parlors of Freethinkers, Price, 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Pl., New York. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


OR, 
MEN or Business Wno Dip SOMETHING BESIDES 
Maxine Money. 

A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 


BY JAMES PARTON. 


This book contains 400 pages, plainly printed, 
treating of forte characters in history who hay 
helped the world; together with eight portraits. 
Mr. Parton’s Works need Lo commendation. They 


are standard. 
Price, - - - = - $1.25, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
` 88 Clinton Place, New York, 
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Poetry. 


What Then? 


With “ashes to ashes and dust to dust,” 
Life’s drama closes—what then? what then? 
We shall go, to be sure, where perforce we must— 
Perhaps it will be with the wicked men. 


Or we may be borne upon pinions strong, 
Beyond the clouds, through the upper air, 

To the regions above, where no more we'll long 
For the unattainable, all too fair. 


But shall grasp, and hold, and call it our own, 
And roll in such very excessiv bliss, 

That we'll list with joy to the trumpet's tone, 
And wouldn't a thrill of the harp-strings miss, 


Or we may, like clods, in the coffin lie, 
And dry, and crumble, and moulder away, 
Till there's nothing left of the once proud “I,” 
But a very small handful of worthless clay. 


Then who shall say what the end will be, 
When we hid farewell to this earthly crust 
And cross forever the boundless sea, 


But ashes to ashes and dust todust? — —J. W. 


Book Notices. 


Tug Orver or CREATION: The Conflict be- 
tween Genesis and Geology. A Contro- 
versy between tlte Hon. W E. Gladstone, 
Prof. T. H. Huxley, Prof. Max Müller, M 

: Réville, E. Lynn Linton. New York: The 
Truth Seeker Company, 33 Clinton. Place. 
Pp. 178. Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 
cents. 

Asarelief to the worries of the political 
situation last year Mr. Gladstone fell foul of 
the Hibbert Lecturer for 1884, Professor Ré- 
ville, of the College de France, whose '*Pro- 
légoménes de l'Histoire des Religions" was 
translated by Squire in that year, with an in- 
troduction by Max Müller. In * Dawn of 
Creation and of Worship" the distinguished 
rhetorician who sways the destinies of the 
British Empire attémpts to demolish the 
position of Réville as to the meauing of the 
first chapter of Genesis, moved thereto by 
Réville's choice of an early book by him 
(Gladstone) as an example of. the errors of 
men of intellect regarding this momentous 
subject. Gladstoue does not cite Professor 
Dana, of Yale College, but his mode of recon- 
ciling the first chapter of Genesis with the 
geology of to-day is so similar that at each 
page one expects to find that name. Danus 
essay has been before the public these thirty 
years in the various editions of his most 
valuable ‘‘ Manual of Geology," which is a 
text book here and abroad. Gladstone ac- 
know! dges that since he wrote the book 
cited by Réville he has changed his mind 
considerably, but after establishing to his own 
satisfaction the coincidence of the Genesis 
creation with that told bythe rocks, branches 
off into his favorit study of Greek mythology, 
and euds with a pathetic note concerning 
Mrs. Lynn Linton and another woman writer, 
who rejoice at the prevalence of the doctrin 
of evolution. 

Professor Huxley took up the cudgels for 
science and Réville in the December (1885) 
number of the Nineteenth Century, and 
pointed out the difficulties in the way of ac- 
cepting Mr. Gladstone's adjustments. Then 
Max Muller had his say, chiefly to protest 
. against the Gladstonian insinuation that he 
considers tbe solar theory of the myths a 
panacea. Next comes Gladstone’s reply to 
Huxley and Muller, in which Professor Dana’s 
name appears and Prof. Asa Gray is quoted. 
A postscript to this paper givs one to under- 
stand that he has just heard of Dana and 
Arnold Guyot, of the United States, and of 
Prof. Othniel C. Marsh, of Yale. The turn 
of the French professor comes next. Profes- 
sor Réville is even more courtly iu style than 
his English: defenders, but makes a very ad- 
mirable defense. Huxley says a word more 
in February of this year, remarking incident- 
ally, ‘I think that Mr. Gladstone might hav 
been able to put his case with a good deal 
more forceif he had thought it worth while 
to consult the last chapter of Professor Dana’s 
admirable ‘Manual of Geology,’” and refer- 
ring him to the “Lectures on Evolution,” 
which Mr. Huxley delivered in New York. 
Finally, Mrs. Lynn Linton comes in for a 
** Protest and a Plea.” 

The controversy seems to show that all 
Professor Dana's skill in marshaling his pro- 
found learning had not convinced advanced 
evolutionists like Huxley of the agreement 
which he found long ago between the geologic 
and the Genesis record of creation. There is, 
however, much to be said on both sides, and 
the champions say it with a. good deal of 
spirit.—Vew York Times (April 4th). 

THE ORDER OF OREATION CONTROVERSY. 

` Mr. Gladstone's review of Réville’s “ His- 

tory of Religions," which appeared not long 


undertook to affirm the harmony of Genesis. 


and Geology, drew forth answers from Pro- 
fessor Huxley and Professor Max Müller. 
Then followed & rejoinder from .the pro- 
pounder of the harmony theory, which in 
turn elicited communications in rebuttal from 
Professor Huxley and Dr. Réville. A woman 
also figures in the list of disputants, an allu- 
sion in the original article having brought out 
a protest from Mrs. E. Lynn Linton. These 
parers hav attracted unusual attention owing 
to the eminence of the principal controver- 
sialists in their respectiv fields, and many 
persons wil be glad to learn that they hav 
been collected in & volume reprinted in this 
city by the Truth Seeker Company. It may 
be said at once that while all the authority re- 
sulting from distinction and admitted compe- 
tence in scientific inquiry is arrayed upon the 
side of Mr. Gladstone’s antagonists, yet such 
a master is he of rhetoric and dialectics, that 
for the majority of readers the victory may 
seem doubtful. Let us try to set forth briefly 
what Mr. Gladstone sought to prove, and the 
grounds on which his assertion was chal- 
lenged by Professor Huxley, the specific issue 
raised by Professor Max Miiller being of. 
subordinate importance. - 

Mr. Gladstone contended in his preliminary 
essay, and, with some modifications, re- 
affirmed in the rejoinder to his critics, that 
* the origins, or first appearances of plants, 
fishes, birds, mammals, and man are given to 
us in Genesis in the order of succession in 
which they are also given by the latest geo- 
logical authority.” This scriptural order of 
succession has, he says, been.“ so affirmed in 
our time by natural science that it may be 
taken as & demonstrated conclusion and es- 
tablished fact." From the assumption of this 
coincidence of the Pentateuchal story with 
the results of modern investigation, he draws. 
the inference that ‘‘either the writer of Gen- 
esis was gifted with faculties passing all hu- 
man experience, or else his knowledge was 
divine." Inasmuch as the first ‘ branch of 
this alternativ is truly nominal and unreal," the 
conclusion is, ‘so stands the plea for a reve- 
lation of truth from God, a plea only to be 
met by questioning its possibility.” 

Professor Huxley begins by submitting that 
if Mr. Gladstone's assertion of the confirma- 
tion of Genesis by geology can be shown to 
be not merely inaccurate, but directly contra- 
dictory of facts known to every one who is 
acquainted with the elements of natural sci- 
ence, his deductions touching the inspired 
character of the scriptural narrativ must ob- 
viously collapse. He has no difficulty in 
showing that the term *' great sea monsters ” 
(used in the passage of Genesis under discus- 
sion) must include the most conspicuous of 
great sea animals like the whales, dolphins, 
and porpoises, and as these are indubitable 
mammals it is impossible to affirm that mam- 
mals come after birds, which are said to hav 
been created on the same day with -fishes and 
sea monsters. Jnasmuch, moreover, as these 
cetacea and sirenia are certainly modified land 
animals, their existence implies the antece- 
dent existence of land mammals. 

Furthermore, Mr. Gladstone's term fishes 
is shown to be too narrow to cover all the 
moving creatures that hav life which, accord- 
ing to Genesis, were bidden to fill the waters 
in the seas. Such moving creatures.of the 
seas would include marine mollusks and crus- 
tacea, echinoderms, corals, and foramenifera, 
which are abundant in the paleozoic rocks, 
&ges upon ages older than the rocks in which 
the first evidences of true fishes appear. If, 
then, in a geological book Mr. Gladstone finds 
the quite true statement that plants appeared 
before fishes, it is only by a complete misun- 
derstanding of the word fishes as technically 
used is zoólogy that he can beled to imagin 
that the statement serves his purpose. ‘‘As 
a matter of fact at the present moment it is a 
question whether, on the bare evidence af- 
forded by fossils, the marine creeping things 
or the marine plants hav the seniority. No 
cautious paleontologist would express a de- 
cided opinion on the matter. But if we are 
to read the Pentateuchal statement as a scien- 
tific document, then, as it is quite clear that 
only terrestrial plants of high organization 
are spoken of in verses eleven and twelve of 
Genesis, no paleontologist would hesitate to 
say that at present the records of sea animal 
life arc vastly older than those of any land 
Plant describable as ‘grass, herb yielding 
seed, or fruit tree.’” 

These objections seem sufficient. to- refute 
Mr. Gladstone’s reconciling hypothesis, but 
there are others which are merely glanced at 
in the following sentence: “As in my appre- 
hension,” says Professor Huxley, ‘‘ there is 
not a shadow of justification for the sugges- 


ago in a London periodical, and in which he | tion that when He Pentateuchal writer says 


j “Social Wealth.” 


-* fowl? he. excludes: bats (which, although 
mammals, are expressly included under 
‘fowl’ in Leviticus), and as I hav already 
Shown that he demonstrably includes reptils 
as well as mammals among: the creeping 
things of the land, I may be permitted to 
spare my readers further discussion of the 
‘five-fold’ order." 

After all, to read this second paper by Pro- 
fessor Huxley seems like witnessing the slay- 
ing of the slain, for, as the following sentence 
from Mr. Gladstone's rejoinder shows; the 
latter felt himself hopelessly overmatched, 
and endeavored, by attenuating his original 
assertion almost to the point of impalpability, 


to lay a basis for an interminable logomachy. - 


In the following sentence Mr. Gladstone seems 
to resort to the expedient of those sea animals 
which, when in peril, manage to eject a cloud 
of inky fluid between themselvs and their 
pursuers: “If Iam asked,” he says, ** whether 
Icontend for the absolute accordance of the 
Mosaic writer as interpreted by me, with the 
facts and presumptions of science as I hav 
endeavored to extract them from the best au- 
thorities, I answer that I hav not endeavored 
to show either that any accordance has been 
demonsirated, or that more than a substantial 
accordance—an accordance in principal rele- 
vant particulars—is to be accepted as shown 
by probable evidence.”—New York Sun (April 
11th). 


OUR RELIGIOUS-SOIENTIFIO DISOUSSION. 

The discussion of the great subjects of re- 
ligion and science that has been going on in 
this paper since December last has recently 
been enriched and intensified, the scope and 
compass enlarged, and the whole reading 
world directed to it by the engagement of a 
similar discussion across the Atlantic, in 
which Dr. Révillé, an eminent divine and 
scholar of France, perhaps the most famous 
in that country noted for its rich: and splen- 
did literature; Hon. W. E. Gladstone, the 
greatest statesman of Great Britain, and who 
is styled the ** Ulysses of dialectics," and who 
is said by Professor Huxley to be the ‘‘ great- 
est master of persuasiv rhetoric among Eng- 
lish-speaking men of his time ;" Mr. Huxley, 
who heads the world's special scientists, 
and whom Mr. Gladstone recognizes as an 
authority than whom there is none higher; 
Mr. Max Muller, the most finished scholar of 
classical literature ; and Mrs. Linton, a novel- 
ist of sufficient reputation to hav been spe- 
cially mentioned by Mr. Gladstone in one of his 
papers in this famous discussion, are the 


‘combatants. Onthis side of the water these 


papers hav been republished in a scientific 
monthly, with copious comment by the 
editor, and are undergoing review by Mr. 
Henry Drummond, and will no doubt receive 
widespread attention. These papers com- 
bine the thought of the ripest scholars of the 
age on a theme that has been eloquently dis- 
cussed in all ages and in all languages. They 
are collected in book form by the Truth 
Seeker Publishing Company, 33 Clinton Place, 
N. Y., price 75c. Every one interested in this 
discussion should send for a copy of this 
work. —Ocala Banner. 


Our enterprising publishers hav resorted to 
a new device for attracting the book buyer. 
We hav offered to us books that are Round 
Tables of controversy. If some leading ar- 
ticle in an English review by a famous hand 
is answered by an equally famous one, and in 
turn is answered by the former, eliciting a 
rejoinder, and so ad nauseam, then the Amer- 
ican publisher gathcrs them into a book and 
baptizes it with the name of ‘‘ that irrepress- 
ible book.” The duel between Mr. Spencer 
and Mr. Harrison finds a successor in what, 
from the number of combatants drawn in, we 
must call the quadrilateral duel between Mr. 
Gladstone, Mr. Huxley, Mr. Max Muller, and 
M. Réville., In the Wineteenth Century for 
November, 1885, Mr. Gladstone opened fire 
on M. Réville, the distinguished Hibbert lect- 
urer for 1884. M. Réville givs us an amus- 
ing account of how, at a Zable d'Aóte in Italy, 
one day he took somewhat warmly the side 
of Mr. Gladstone against an old English lady, 
who was vehemently denouncing the leader 
of the Liberal party. The irony of fate, he 
says, occurred a few days, after, when an 
Italian count suddenly said to him: ‘‘ You 
are M. Réville, are you not, professor of the 
College de France? Wel, it seems that Mr. 
Gladstone has been attacking you sharply in 
an English review.” That was the first news 
he had of the encounter that has resulted in 
this neat book issued by the Truth Seeker 
Company of New York.—Unity. 


J. K. Ingalls has written a book called 


views, but written with force and evident 


It is very radical in its 


thought. 


dependent. Labor and the soil are the two: 
essential and primary factors in production. 
Since labor is the source of man’s subjuga-- 
tion of the soil, labor has & right to: a fair 
share of what is produced. The author then 
comes to the scheme which will restore the - 
equilibrium and giv labor the means of living. 
in. proportion to its effort. 


limitation of land-holdings. By allowing one ` 


man to hold only so many acres he thinks . .' a 


there will be enough tọ go around so that 
everybody can be sure of a respectable and 
wholesome life. i 
purports to -hav been written by-a capitalist. 


It begins with a vision in which the United . S 


States appears as it would if the lawsof equal: 
distribution and justice were observed. The . 
rest of the book is devoted to showing how ac : 
rational communism would bring about the: 
ideal state. 
las n0 patience with the notion of property |< 
in land.— Kansas City Times. 


ÀDAMI AND HEVA. A New Version. By 
Samuel P. Putnam. 
Truth Seeker Company, New York. Price 
10 cents. 

There is hardly any department of learniüg | 
that has not received new lights from India. 
It isin the ancient world of Vedic literature 
that the germs of Aryan religions are to be” 
studied. 

No one can understand even the historical - 
possibility of the Christian religion without 
knowing something of the Jewish race, which - 
must be investigated chiefly in the pages of 
the Old Testament, And in order to appre- 
ciate the true relation of the Jews to the rest ` 
of the ancient world, and to understand what : 
ideas were peculiarly their own and what ideas 
they shared in common with the other mem- 
bers of the Semitic stock—or what moral and 
religious impulses they receive from their his- 
torical contact with other nations of antiquity, 
it is absolutely necessary that we should pay . 
some attention to the history of Babylon, 
Nineveh, Phoenicia, Persia, and India. 

In the legends of India and the legends of 
the countries to the west there are strange | 
coincidences to be found, without our being 
able to say how they traveled. 

That at the time of Solomon tiene was a 
channel of communication open between ` 
India and Syria, and Palestine, is established ` 
without doubt by certain Sanskrit words^ 
which occur in the Bible as names of articles 
of export from Ophis ; articles such as ivory, - 
apes, peacocks, and sandalwood, which,” 
taken together, could not hav been exported _ 
from any other country but India. 

The Mosaic account of the origin of man 
and of creation were no doubt drawn from 
ancient records which existed in his day, and : 
which assumed different forms among the 
various nations of the old world. 

'The poem, whose title stands at the head of 
this article, is one of those accounts of the 


creation of man, after the manner of tie s 


translations fróm the sacred books of tlie 
Hindoos. The work is without a preface, 
but is otherwise of that rich, luxurious, and- 
glorious style so characteristic of the oriental ` 
mind. 

The description of the awakening of Brah- 
ma and 
“Creation’s dawn upon the hollow gulfs ; 

The sparkling effluence of divinest joy, 

Flowing and dancing, breaking into stars, 

Long trains of light, and comets’ golden hair, 

And rhythmic sweep of cloud with breast of fire, 
Whence constellations burst and traveled space,” 
is dramatic, and if not equal to some of the 
great epics of the west in the brilliancy and 
variety of its coloring and the music of its . 
style, is not inferior to them in that mas- 
culin power which only rude, uncivilized . 
nations can produce. 

As an example of the author’s style his de- - 
scription of love may be taken: i 
“ Love can enrich the sweetest life of all, 
Adami said. It is the heart of fire 
Within the lily’s bloom and star sublime; 
It is the music of the summer’s wind, 


.It is the song the birds sing evermore. 


The waves do whisper it by day and night; 

The thousand leaves are tremulous with its breath. 
It is the secret grace of every joy ; 

There is no perfectness in anything, : 
Bo love makes not its home within its breast.” 

The ‘‘new version,” as it is termed, is 
written by Samuel P. Putnam, of New York, 
and is well worth the perusal of every one. ` 
It can be had of the Truth Seeker Co.—Den- 
ison, Texas, Sunday Gazetteer. 


HORTHAND Text-book and Instruction by 
mail to master it, given by the author of the 
system for $6. Most Popular and Easy method, 
: Indorsed by 1,000 graduates and Bry Boons: 
stenogra, hers. Book alone $1, Boorr- 


BROWNE, 28 ton Place, New York, NY, 


The theory adopted is that man’s ^ 
relations with the soil are intimate and. inter-: 


* Rational Communism’... 


This author, like Mr. Ingalls, T 


^ 


S 


The remedy is <`” 


Published by the `` ` 


Eu 


et 
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A 


7" .fributes. 


| : UN Ingersoll's | Works. : 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, **The- Gods,” 
* Humboldt," “Thomas Paine,” “ Individual- 
ity," and “ Heretics and Heresies.” E j 


The Ghosts. : Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
ontenta; “ The Ghosts,” * Liberty for M. 

Woman, and Child,” «The Declaration of ln 

dependence,” “About Farming in Illinois," 

t The Grant Banquet,” “The Rev. Alexander 

Clark,” “The Past Rises before Me Like a 

* Dream,” and “ A Tribute to Ebon C, Ingersoll.” 

Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.25. - . * 

Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 

plain cloth, $1.25. T 


What Must We Doto Be Saved? Pa- | 


pen, 25 cents. ‘ 


The Christian Religion. By R. G. 
Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah S. Black, and Prof. 

. George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
Orihodoxy. - 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10 cents., $1.00 per doz. post paid. -Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
gould pe delivered in two ordinary Jecvures. 
makes a grand missionar 1 

Liberals should scatter it generously. eas 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers.to 


a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by |: 
the editor of the San Franciscan. ue eer m : 


cents per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 les, $3, 
Millions of these should be circulated | y Froe 
. „y, thinkers. WU a 
Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
e attacks of the New York Observer, b: b- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 10 cents, t py Bo 
Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 
Large size octavo, paper, 15 cents. $ E 
*ersoll's Lectures Complete. 
ound in one volume, 
for Mr. Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on « 
: doxy,” bound 
. calf, rar style, apa; containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold a e excee 
Dice of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. nae tee 


applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s “Tribute + 
is Brother,” “The Vision of War," ihe “Grant 


To meet the demand 


z Ortho. | 
in one beautiful volume, jn half | . 


There hav been so many] 


Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over | 


heen oe E d on ] toned 

een printed on hea oned paper, 18x22, illu- 

minated border, and [n large, clear type, suita- 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 

: to any address, prepaid, for 50cts, or either one 
for 15 cents, 


..The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and 


Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 
ife, price, $1.50 each. Every admirer uf thes 
Apost es of Religious Liberty should hav these 


Photographs. of Colonel Ingersoll. 
uper 1otographs, 22x28, $5; el, 1014 x17 
$3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, m bett ape P3 cla! 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKE 
83 Clinton Place, New oc 


. J. E. Remsburg's Works. 


Revised and Enlarged. | 


False Claims 
. Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled, Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 


f ES The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 


. The Apostle of Liberty. 


.^ Bible Morals. 


- showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church aid Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
qurtislavery us ; the Soman Rights 

ovement; the Temperance form ; e 
Church and the Republie, 


Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture : Falsehood aud 
Deception ; Cheating: Theft and Robbery; 

. Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars of 
Conquest and Extermination; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1, 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 
&nd most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational pointof view, Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; ‘Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages: The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws. Price, 95 cents; six copies, $1.00. 

Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
B cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts. 


. Thomas Paine. The Apostle: of Re- 
‘ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the stor 
of the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 

dientes his name from the agpersions cast upon 

it. Choice extracts from '* Common Sense," 

* American Crisis,” “Rights of Man," and “Age 

of Reason " are given ; also, tributes to Paine’s 

character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper. 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 


cloth, 75 cenis. : 
An address 


] i before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers’ Convention, January 29, 1884, Price, 
10 cents, 


For all the above works address 
THE 


TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
88 Clinton Place, New York, 


The Perpetual Calendar. 
Working the Year of Science 
And the Common Computations, 
An Almanac Forever 


Showing the day of the week for any day of the 
month for all time past and present and to come, 
and other uselul information. Price, 40 cents; 

ree A 
ree for $i ares THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


delivered in Paine Hall, 


arry Miller's Grave,” that they hav- 


Oanyassers address L. Martin, Brunswick, Ga | 


sures. The coutents of “the volume are: 


MEN, WOMEN, AND GODS: Introductory; 
ı Accident Insurance; Chiefly Women; Why 
‘Women Support It; What It Teaches; From 

Moses to Paul; The Fruit of the Treeof Knowl- 
edge; Knowledge Not a Cnme; As Much In- 
spired as Any of 1t. 

VICARIOUS ATONEMENT: Fear, Begmning 

to Think; Creeds; Self-Control What We Need; 
Vicarious Atonement Not a Christian Inven- 


tion; Twin Monsters trom Iutelleetuul Pig- | 


mies; Geographical Religion; Revelation; Evi- 
‘deuce of Faith; Did He talk? What You 
May Think; Intellectual Gag-Law ;: The Vi- 
earious Theory the Cause of Crime; Revision; 
The Church's Money-Box; Shall Progress Stop? 

HISTORICAL FACTS AND THEOLOGICAL 
FICTIONS: Church Fictions; Historical Facts 
—(Civilization, Comparativ Status, Women as 
Persons, Education, As Wives, Not Woman’s 
Friend, Morals). 


Price, Cloth $1.00; Paper, 50 Cents. 


''he Trade Supplied 


at Special Discounts, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


SOCIAL WEALTH: 


The Sole Factors and 
Exact Ratios in Eis Acquircment and Apportionment, 


By J. K. INGALLS 


CONTENTS: Economic Schools: a hrief re- 
view of their Origin aud Growth; Rise und 
Growth of Capitalism; . Unearned Increase: 
profit, interest, rent; Conservation of Wealth; 
Tools and Improved Machinery; The Nature of 
Wages; Privave and Social Wealth; Land Own- 


ership; Private Property in Land; Capital and 
the Productiv Factors; Partnership and Co-op- 
eration; Law of Contracts; Money and Credit; 
Of Value or Economie Ratios; Taxation as a 
Remedy; Reforms, not Remedies; Suggestions 
to Legislators; Conclusion. 


PRICE, CLOTH, $1460. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 33 Clinton Place, New York City. 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


THE PRESENT 


AND 


THE FUTURE REPUBLIC OF NORTH AMERICA. 
BY A CAPITALIST. l 


A Book. Advocating Associate Life as a Remedy for Poverty, Vice, aud Crime. It deals with 
the present conditions of society in this country, pointing out their imperfections, and showing how 
it is almost impossible that the people should be other than poor and vicious under our present sys- 
tem. Theremedy, the author thinks, is in communal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of the 
future Republic of North America, as it will be when society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously and interestingly written. . 

Contents: The titles.of some of the chapters are: Preseut External Appearance of Our Re- 
public; Government and Laws; Finance; Public Improvements; Production and Distribution; 


Edneation ; Morality and Religion; Marriage and 


Divorce; Life in the New Republic; Life in the 


Existing Republic; Examination of the Objections to Communism; Methods Proposed for the 
Transition frem the System ef Individual Property to a System of Collectiv Property; Danger. 


Pnee, $1.50, : 
Published and for 


 RUPTURES CURED: 


myMedical Compound and Impreved 

Elastic S pparter Truss iu from 39 4o" 
90 days. "Melia bio references givea. Sand 
stamp for aircular, and say in what paper 
you saw mg advertisement. Address Capt. 


W. A, Collings, Smithville, Jefferson Go, N.Y. 


sale by the Truth Seeker Company, a3 Clinton Place, New York City. 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 
vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions, 
with numerous references and citations, that 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
of other propositions in the same book. Price 

cents, 


Otto Wess — 
Popular Jewelry Store, Rochelle, TII. . 


* Genuin diamond jewelry; fine gold and silver 
atches, chains, bracelets, gold and plated jew- . 
elry, silver and plated ware, optical, arf, and fancy 
igoods.. 3 oz., coin silver, Elgin watch, $9: 4 oz., 
[ros 40z., stem wind, 11 jeweled, $14.50; same, 15 
jeweled, $19; same, adjusted, $22. In filled gold 
canos, 1 marranited 20 gears, ki Jeweled, atom wind, 
i ; jeweled, $28.50; jeweled, ; adjusted. 
$31. Best filled cases add $4.50. feat filled, best 
cases, $20, 7: $22. 11; and $30 for 15 jeweled move- 
ments. Ladies’ solid gold, 10 k., #22, 7; $24, 11; 
$32, 15 jewels. For 14 karat cases add 38. Gents 
equally low. Watches cleaned, $1; springs $1; and 
Hreturned per registered mail. Best spectacle in 
J the world, $1. goods must suit or cash back, 
E ACER And what isa nicer 


frr present for either 
OWE S , your lady or gentle- 
P Ke D AR, MEAN man friends" than 


SY one of my latest im- 
| v» proved model badges 
in solid gold, artis. 
tically enameled in 
three colors? Price, 
$3, $3.50, $4. With 
pie é genuin diamond in 
x» rising sun, $8 and $10. 


MM 


r ‘SO y v OTTO WETTSTEIN 
Hg Trovent PAP. Rochelle, I1, 


DR. 


æ. 


0—0 
NY 


R. P, FELLOWS 


is a regular] educat- 
ed and legally quali- 
fied physician, and 

the most successful 
as his practice will. 
prove, He has for 
twenty years treated: 
exclusivly all diseases, 
of the Sexual Organs,,. 
in the cures of which, 
he stands preeminent, 
SPERMATORRHG@A 
and IMPOTENCY. 
as the result of self- 
abuse in youth andi 
© sexual excesses in ma~, 
turer years, causing: 
hight emissions by 
dreams, loss of sexual 

_ power, renderin 

| marriage improper and unhappy; etC., are cure 
‘permanently by an outside app cation in sixty 
‘days. NO STOMACH MEDICIN USED. Itis one 
;of Dr. Fellows’ valuable discoveries, which is en-- 


eS 


SESE Sa at notes ctt aeaee the 


.f tirely unknown to the medical profession. It is 


not a catch-penny get up» such as a pad, belt, pag- 
tile, nor magnetic appliance, but simply a medi- 
cin to be applied externally on the parts affected, 
which cures by absorption. Send five 2-cent stamps 
for hig “ Private Counselor," giving f informa- 
tion. Address Dr. R. P. Fellows, Vineland, N. J., 
and say where you saw this advertisment, 


N. B.—Dr. Fellows begs leave to say that he is’ 
an Infidel of the most pronounced character, Bro, 
Liberals, your patronage 18 solicited. 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 
SUBJECTS : 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in nelish or German. 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50, 

SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey, 
By Dr, E. B. Foote. Five volumes, at $1 each, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2. 

SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth 
volume of “Science in Story.”) 50 cents. 

HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready. Re- 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages, 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (ime Pam 
phlets) By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “ Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, advocating personal and public hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; ‘Health in the Sun- 
beam,” considering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and well. By mail, 10 cents each. 

HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). ‘The Law 
of Heredity.” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages, cloth 
bound, $2; ‘ Heredity,” by Loring Mood y, 159 

ages, cloth, 75 cents; “The Law of Heredity,” by 
E H. Marsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 
Human Temperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; ** Generation before Regen- 
eration,” by Dr, E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; “ Re- 
ports of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
1882," d cenis y EY panna) oven of the 
Institute of Heredity, May 29, cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


The Bite Analyzed. 


John R. Kelso, A.M. 


CONTENTS : 

The Old Testament.—lhe New Testament.—The 
Creation.—The Deluge.—The Exodus.—The Mira- 
cles cf the Bible.—The Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Bible.—The 
Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 
the Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 
Savior. 

Crown octavo, 833 Pp. y 
by mail, post paid. Pri 


LHE BEST YET. 


Rev. A. J.Swarts, editor MENTAL SCIENCE MAGA- 
ZINE AND Mixp-Cure JOURNAL, and president 
Mental Science University, 161 La Salle St., Chi- 
cago, Ll, has issued three pamphk ts of 15 pages 
exch, "he lst—'""EvoLUTION, THE GARDEN, THE 
Serpent, THE TREE. A Nuw THEORY ON THE 
Ortan oF EviL."  Thisis original and overturns 
every theory yetadvanced, It is unanswerable. 
‘The 2d —CPeRSoNaLitY AND IDENTITY" dcetroys 
forever th» sclentinc possibilty of a local heaven 
oralocal God. The 8d—‘Is Gop 4 Person?”’. It 
is useless to argue the individuality, or visible 
nature, of God inthe face of this lecture, Every 

reacber should read this, It shatters dogmas 
Each of the above 3cta, a copy, or 24 cts, per dos. 


Splendidly executed. Sent 
ce, $8.00. ` 
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THERE is a pe soyeniene i in New York, 
in favor of the Saturday half-holiday. 


‘GovERNoR Hinr has signed a bill making : 


twelve hours a day's work on the street cars. . 


Tus bishop of Madrid, in Spain, wasfatally | 
shot last Sunday morning by a recently dis- p 


missed priest. 


: Wig Catherine Brennan was praying in ; 
church last Sunday a thief robbed? her ofaj 


pocket-book containing $12. 


A GnEAT flood in Montreal last Sunday in- |: 
undated many of the principal streets’ and | 


did a large amount of damage. ` En 


Bannuw's great elephant Alice, the former f 
consort but now the relict of the deceased |: 


Jumbo, arrived here last Sunday. 


Tur Shoe Salesmen’s Union takes advan- | 
tage of the Sunday law to coerce those who |’ 
keep their stores open on Sunday. Several |' 


, dealers hav been arrested for that: offense. 


- Miss Forsox, of Buffalo, the young lady who | 


report says is to marry President Cleveland, 


is twenty-two years old, a collegé graduate, ; 


and: good-looking. Mr. Cleveland is in luck. 


` ComsroorIsm is carried so far in Montreal, 
Can., that a gentleman has been prosecuted 
for hanging a picture of the Venns de Milo 
and other works of art on the walls of his 
own house. 


Reports from Quebec, TM say that a | 


` large trade in innocent girls is carried on be- 
tween that city and the larger cities of the 
United States. The authorities are consulting 
over the matter. 

Ir is discovered that an Ipswich, Mass. 
selectman who warns the druggists of the 
town to stop selling cigars and candy on Sun- 
day has himself been selling cider all winter 
without a license. 


Tur Rev. W. A. Hammond, of Franklin 
Falls, N. H., who recently ran off with $2,000 
of his wife’s money and was brought back and 
` orced to disgorge, has disappeared again, this 
time taking his wife’s clothing and silver. 

_A’ PHYSICIAN in Laurens county, 8. C., 
claims to hav found a twelve-year-old boy 
-whose backbone is prolonged into a tail 
eight inches long, covered with a thick 
growth of hair. The boy can wag the tail. 


A. TERRIFIO tornado visited St. Cloud and 
Sauk Rapids, Minn., on the 14th, nearly de- 
stroying the two towns. From seventy-five 
to one hundred persons were killed outright, 

_ and two hundred or more injured. Great suf- 
fering prevails. E 


Tue railroad strike in the Southwest is still 
on, with small prospect of immediate settle- 
ment. Martin Irons, the local leader at St. 
Louis, bas been indicted for tapping Gould's 
telegraph wires. His arrest is generally be- 
lieved to be unjustifiable. Conferences and 
consultations are under way. 


‘A MAN named Adams, who had committed 
a murder, was hanged at Northampton, 
Mass., last week Friday. In the morning of 
that day he humorously remarked that he 
would prefer to go off early, so he could. 
reach hell in time for dinner. He was evi- 
dently a good man gone wrong. ` 


Drivers on the Third avenue horse-car line 
of this city struck last Friday, and only a 
few cars were run. The company failed to 
come to terms, and on Monday the drivers 
and conductors on all the other lines except 
two deserted their cars. Up to the present 
writing the affair is not settled. . 


Joms H. Novzs, head of the Oneida Com- 


munists, died at his home at Niagara Falls, | 


N. Y., on the 13th inst., aged 74 years. He 
was bora at Br attleboro, Vt., studied theology 
at Andover, and was licensed to preach. He 
was a fervent Christian, his peculiar doctrin 
being that women, as well as goods, should 
be enjoyed in common lot. He led an inter- 
esting and eventful life. 


Borts Mrs. Bartlett and the Rev. Mr. Dyson, 
_ of London, were acquitted of the charge of 
murdering the.former’s husband, who died 


from the effects of chloroform. It’ came out 


. -in the course of the trial that Mr. and Mrs. 
* Bartlett were married with the understand. 
_ ing that their relations were to be “ platonic,” 
and that the Rev. Mr. Dyson was to be the 
real husband, which program seems to hav 
been carried out with great fidelity and 
assiduity on the part of the woman and the 
minister. Mrs. Bartlett testified that when 
her husband seemed inclined to violate the 
terms of the marriage agreement she had a 
habit of checking him with chloroform. It is 
upposed that he committed suicide. 


Odds and Gnds, | 


IN & popular choir a man whistles an accompani- 
ment. See here, Brother Talmage; are you going 


| to allow them to get ahead of you in this way ?-. 


“How do you like Smith?” *'First-rate; only 
he is so superstitious.” “ How so?” ‘He never. 
goes fishing on Sunday, because he is afraid the 
fish won't bite on Sunday,” 


TEMPERANCE advocate (to young man in restau- 
rant): * My dear young friend, do you know that 
the Bible says, ‘Look not upon the wine when it 
is red??? - Young man (surprised) : “No, does it? 


Here, waiter, make that Rhine wine instead of 


claret." 


Tur story is told of a famous Boston lawyer, 
that, one day, after having a slight discussion 
with the judge, he deliberately turned his back 
upon that personage, and started to walk off. 


.* Are you trying, sir, to show contempt for the 


** No, sir,” was 
“I am trying to conceal it.” 


court?” asked the judge, sternly. 
the reply. 


Maser and Floy Atherton, a clergyman's daugh- 
ters aged eight and six, respectivly, were over- 
heard one day in the following conversation. 
Says Mabel, ‘Now Floy, which would you rather 
do, liv here and hav a good time, or die and go to 
heaven?” '*Td rather hav a good time,” inno- 
cently returns Floy, “ Why, Floy Atherton,” was 
the response, “is that all your religion amounts to t 


Hsp hip fjhurrahj! The. Minnesota Norwegians 
hav again been celebrating the discovery of Amer- 
ica by Niels Niederson the Red. The exercises 
opened with the reading of the Djeclaratjon of 
Fjinderpendjience, and closed with the singing of 


Hjail Cjolumbia, Fjhappy J land, 

Fjail, ye Jheroes Fjheaven bjornyterne bjand, 
whjich wjas gjven wjth a vjim that lifted the fjroof 
off the wigwami. 


Deacon BoNzsET : “ Mornin’, Brudder Wilsung. 
T's powfully pleased wid dat summon ob you’n las’ 
night." “Brother Wilson : ** Wall, I' glad yo’ liked 
it. But, ter tell de fec, P's rudder discou’aged.” 
D. B.: “How so? We .sutnly had encou'agin' 
signs.” B. W.: “Yaas, but yo’ see, arter I had 
done closed wid dat pow'fulappeal, an? axed all 
dem ez felt de desiah to commence a new life ter 
come forrard, not a soul stirred. AÀn'den when I 
axed all ez was Christians to stan' up, de hull con- 
gregation riz—not one ob dem a sinner; not one 
ob dem !—Harper's Bazar. 


IN EXISLE. - 


Cast ashore on & lone, barren isle 

In the 8ea into which flows the Nisle, 
With no clothes but a battered old tisle— 
From a full suit a rather scant pisle— 

I, of course, could not dress with much stisle, 
While I dwelt in that residence visle ; 
But as there was no one to smisle, 

I managed the years to begisle— 

That had else been a long weary whisle 
With many a stroll in my tisle, 
. And many an innocent wisle, : 

That kept in good order my bisle; 

Till a ship that sailed many a misle 
Brought me home from my dreary exisle, 
And I this way the tale place on fisle, 
With the trust that it no one will risle. 


—JNorrístown Herald. 


Y priests. 


THE WAIL OF A CHICAGO WIDOW. 

I show by my distressful tones 
And by my doleful features; 

How much I miss the Rev. Jones, 
That best of modern preachers. 

^ When his Chicago work was done 

He paused not to consider 

What grief the parting brought üpon. 
One lorn and lonely widder. 


I used to wend my way each night 
To revel in his teachings ; 
My burdened soul grew airly light 
Beneath his magic preachings. 
Ioccupied a seat reserved 
For struggling young beginners. 
And hung upon the blasts he served 
To unrepentant sinners. 


Farewell to those delicious times 
Of silent adoration ; 
My idol speeds to other climes 
To ply his sweet vocation. 
Oh! that he might forget her not 
Who boldly makes assertion, 
That from her lonely, widowed lot 
She hankers for conversion ? 
—Chicago News. 


THE.BEAUTIES OF THE ENGLISH ORTHOGRAPHY. 
A scribe in writing right may write 
To write and still be wrong; 
For write and rite are neither right, 
And don't to Wright belong. z 


Robertson is not Robert/s son, 
Nor did he rob Burt’s son, 

Yet Robert’s sun is Robin's sun, 
And everybody's sun, 


` The person lies who says he lies 
When he is not reclining; 
And when consumptiv folks decline, 
They all decline declining. 


` The dyer dyes awhile, then dies— 
To dye he’s always trying; 
Until upon his dying bed, 
He thinks no more of dying. 


Alas, a lass is sometimes false ; 
Of faults a maid is made, 

Her waist is but a barren waste— 
Though stayed she is not staid. 


The springs shoot forth each spring, and shoots 
Shoot forward one and all; 

Though summer kigis the flowers, it leaves 
The leaves to fallin fall. 


I would a story here commence, 
But you might think it stale; 

So we'll suppose that we hav reached | 
The tail end of our tale. ` 


(A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and: 


theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how ‘the other has 
always opposed it. 
ce, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 60 cents; 
went "five copies "for $1; one hundred ‘copies for 
We wish sh that the friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


THE MODERN BALAAM. 


Showing the Balaam of modern times to be jhe 
s tisa splendid pictorials argument, Price, 
per dozen, 30 cents: p^r hundred) $1,50, 


: | Wuxx will men and women learn to be i just and 
charitable to each other? . When can the simplest 
demands and instinctsof nature be answered with- : 
out a life of cruel disgrace to follow ?—D. M. Ben- 
nett, 


: Soflong as. men i bèlieved, with Dante, for in- 
anco; that this world was the center of creation, 
cand the important part of it, that sun and stars 
| "were only convenient lights set to enlighten this 
world, and revolving daily about, so long it was 
; not difficult to believe that God once took a special 
human form, went and came in Palestine, and, if 
you please, died upon the cross. So long it was 
.pos&ible to think of him in a certain place; to 
` think of the savior as now "sitting at his side,” 
and to adopt in good faith many of the medieval 
. formulas of theology.or Christology. But, in that ` 
sense, this is not possible now. When a man says 
: now that. God‘ was incarnate in Christ, he does . 
; not mean what the church fathers of the Middle; . 
‘Ages meant. . When, therefore, an amiable and 
well-meaning man, like Dr. Thomson, says that 
I when Jesus Christ walked about Nazareth, he 
j: must hav taken a peculiar interest in traveling 
"About. the hills he had.made, he says something 
which is simply ridiculous to men of this time. 
| They know that Nazareth and its hills were formed 
by an infinit power, about whose name there may 
be question; about whose nature there may be 
division. And they know that itis not in any fair 
ense of words that anyone says that Jesus Christ; 
who walked in Nazareth, made those hills, any 
more than Mary, his mother, made them.-—Edwgrd. 
Everett Hale. , 
i A A MAN who is Married to a woman his inferiori in 
-intelligence finds her & perpetual dead-weight, or 
‘worse than a dead-weight, a drag, upon every &8- 
piration of his to be better than public opinion re- 
‘quires him tobe. It is hardly possible for one who 
tis in these bonds to attain exalted virtue. If he 
:differs in his opinion from the mass; if he sees 
‘truths which hav not yet dawned upon them, or if, © 
feeling in his heart truths which they nominally 
‘recognize, he would like to act up to those truths 
‘more conscientiously than the generality « ‘of man- 
‘kind, to all such thoughts and desires marriage is 
ithe heaviest of: drawbacks, unless he be so fortu- 
mate as to hav & wife.as much above the common 
‘level as he himself is.—Mill’s Subjection of Womeit. 


‘THE KING'S GATE. 

A beggar sat at the king's gate 

And sang of summer in the rain— 

A song with sounds reverberate 

or wood, of hill, and plain, 

That, rising, bore a tender weight 

Of sweetness strong and passionate; 

A song with sigh of mountain pass, 

Ripple and rustle of deep grass, 

The whispering of wind-smote sheaves, 

Low lapping of long lily leaves, 
_Red morns and purple-mooned eves. 


The king was weary of his part, 
The king was tired of his crown; | 
He looked across the rainy land, 
Across the barren stretch of sand, 
Out to the breadth of rainy sea. 
He heard the wind beat loud and free, 
The gilded casement, sullenly . 
Fallingly away with mist and rain. 

“ But, oh, it is a weary thing 
To wear a crown and be aking ! 
Oh, for one golden hour and sweet; 
To serve the king with willing feet!” 
But he would sleep and from his heart 
The jeweled, silken girdle loose, 
And giv it room to turn and choose. 
An easier measure for its beat. 


Into the gilded chamber crept 
A breath of summer, blown with rain 
And wild wet leaves against the pane. 
The royal sleeper smiled and slept. 
* T thought that all things sweet were dead ! p 
They heard him say who came to wed 
The crown again to the king's head. 
—Boston Transcript. 


Tue parts and signs of goodness are.many, If 
a man be gracious and courteous to strangers; it 
shows he is a citizen of the world, and that his | 
heart is no island cut off from other lands, but à ` 
continent that joins to them ; if he be compassion- 
ate towards the afflictions of others, it shows that 
his heart is like the noble tree that. is wounded 
itself when it givs the balm; if he easily pardons 
and remits offenses, it shows that his mind is 
planted above injuries, so that he cannot be shot; 
if he be thankful for small benefits, it shows that 
he weighs men’s minds and not their trash; but 
above all, if he hav St. Paul's perfection, that he 
would wish to be an anathema from Christ, for 
| the salvation of his brethren, it shows much of 
divine nature, and a kind of conformity with 
Christ himself.—Bacon's Essays, 


It is the duty of aman 
To bless his greatest foe, 

And shield the arm that late was was zased 
-Tò work his direst woe. , 


J ust 80; the scented sandal-tree, 
In all its pride and bloom, 
Sheds on the ax that lays it low 
A sweet and rich perfume. 
—Book of Epigrams. 


TRUTH and the book of Genesis cannot be recon- 
ciled except on the hypothesis that the Bible means 
anything it can be made to mean—but then it 
means nothing.—Theodore Parker. 


Ir is a shocking waste of time to spend an even- 
ing in discussing the frailty of some woman with 
whom the divorce court will hav dealings, when 
the women of Shakspere wait for an introduction, 
or to keep company with a man of doubtful repu- 
tation, while Tennyson is neglected, and Walter, 


Scott unknown.—Christian Register. S 


Tux first grave was the first cathedral. The 
first corpse was the first priest; and when the last 
priest is one the world will be free.—ingersoll, 
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Hotes and Clippings. 


A GROOERYMAN, Of Portland, Or., has been | 


expelled from a Baptist church for saying 
that he '* would rather go to hell with a white 
man than to heaven with a Chinaman.” 


Tur Dallas News has,'as the boys would 
say, got Chicago justice down flne. It says: 
"They don't positivly know that they hav 
the man at Chicago who threw the bomb, but 
the man they hav will do to hang. He knew 
all about who did throw it." 


A Daxora real estate agent was visiting in 
the East. ''Havyouachurch at your place?" 
asked a friend. ‘‘ Church?" '* Yes, a church.” 
* Oh, yes, I know what you mean—one of 
these things where they ring a bell like thun- 
der every Sunday morning. Yes, we've got 
one.” ‘Don’t you ever attend?” “Me? 
No, I never hav yet. I put in $25, though, 
toward building it.” ‘How dif you come to 
do that, if you don’t take de di enough to 
attend?” ‘Oh, I knew what I was doing— 
we couldn't sell any town lots without one. 
There's nothing will catch the Eastern specu- 
later when he comes out to buy.real estate 
like a church with a long, slender steeple 
sticking up on it like the nozzle on a tin 
oil-can." l : 


Tur Sunday-schoel will get a bad name, 
says the Hour, if it keeps on graduating 
criminals at the rate it has been doing. 
Nearly every bank defaulter and embezzler 
of recent years has been a Sunday-school 
teacher or superintendent, and now, as if 
tired of that prosaic and sordid kind of 
roguery, it is beginning to develop suicide 


and murder. Cluverius, now under sentence 
of death at Richmond for murdering his 
cousin, Miss Madison, was a most devout 


.church-member and superintendent of Sun- 


day-school, and the broker, Latimer, who 
shot himself the other Sunday morning, had 
just. finished notes for a Bible lesson he was 
to hav delivered before the Sunday-school 
attached to Dr. Talmage’s Tabernacle. 

Joun Jarrett, ex-president of the Amal- 
gamated Association of Iron and Steel Work- 
ers, and Henry George. spoke at Cleveland, 
O., May 26th, at the American Congress of 
Churches, on the reasons that the working- 
man distrusts the church. Jarrett said Christ, 
himself a carpenter, preached equality to all, 
but the preachers of to-day seldom preach 
Christ and him crucified, and are too loth to 
preach that the extortioner and oppressor, as 
well as the drunkard, and the employer who 
robs his men, hav no place in heaven. Mr. 
Jarrett has been a Sunday-school teacher for 
years, and related incidents illustrating how 
the church truckles to therich. Henry George 
said that the feeling of the workingman 
against the church amounts to open hostility, 
because he recognizes the church as the bul- 
wark of the condition of oppression of la- 
borers. : 

Tur Sydney, Australis, Evening News re- 
ports the following: ‘‘On the 17th of Feb- 
ruary, at the sitting of the Metropolitan 
Court of Quarter Sessions, presided over by 
Judge Forbes, Mr. T. M. Williamson, the 
attorney for & prisoner, was proceeding to 
test a witness’s knowledge of the nature of an 
oath, when he was interrupted by his honor 
exclaiming, ‘ What nonsense! Mr. William- 


“son; Surely, your honor, I can ask the wit- 


ness whether she knows where she will go to 
when she dies if she tells 4 lie? His honor: 
Do you know? Mr. Williamson: Oh! well. 
His honor: I don’t think you do, or any one 
else. Mr. Williamson: But the law allows 
ustoanticipate. His honor: You would be 
satisfied, I suppose, if the child said, 'If I 
tell the truth I will go to heaven, and if T tell 
a lie I will go to hell. Mr. Williamson: Yes. 
His honor: It's all claptrap—absurd. The 
attorney abandoned the question." 


Ir struck me as an incongruity, says the 
New York Tribunes '* Man About Town,” 
wherf I strolled into the office of a leading 
cemetery association, the other day, to finda 
stock ticker beside the secretary’s desk, and 
to see that officer consulting the tape occa- 
sionally. But that does not compare with 
the experience of a friend who is a good 
church-member, and who went the other day 
to secure a pew in a city church. He told 
the sexton what he could afford to contribute 
yearly to the church, and got the reply: 
“ Bless you, sir, that would not pay the 
ground rent of a pew. Land comes high in 
New York, and we hav to rent our pews ac- 
cordingly.” My friend does not now go to 
church, and he is in favor of opening the 
libraries and the art galleries and similar in- 
stitutions gn Sunday. 

Tue New York Sun printed, a few weeks 
ago, an account of a young girl who 
had been abandoned by her mother, and 
whose father was unable to support her, be- 
coming a regular and apparently seriously in- 
terested attendant at a series of revival meet- 
ings which were being held at Milford, Pa., 
and who received one day a note signed 
“ Ladies of the Church,” telling her that her 


presence at the meetings was not desired uh- 
less she could come clad in better clothing 
and hav a more presentable appearance. As 
that was impossible, the unfortunate girl, 
whose name is Tabitha Weeks, ceased going. 
to church, and, finding no one in the place 
who seemed willing to giv her a helping 
hand, she drifted from place to place, and a 
few days ago went to Port Jervis. There she 
stole some jewelry from a house, and was ar- 
rested and sent to the penitentiary for four 
months. ic 


Rev. Dr. TALMaGE is not always happy in 
his illustrations. In a recent pulpit address 
he thus depicted Anarchy : “ Anarchy {s-the 
abolition of right and property. It makes 
your store, house, money, and family mine, 
and all mine yours.” Most persons, says 
Cooley's Weekly, will readily agree with the 
Brooklyn Tabernacle orator that Anarchy is 
a very bad thing indeed, but, after all, isn’t 
Anarchy, as described by Mr. Talmage, 
exactly what Mr. Talmage’s Lord and master 
preached while on earth? In fact there is no 
more doubt that the Lord and master preached 
Communism than there is that the servant and 
follower preaches something very different. 
Christ was crucified because he preached that 
doctrin; Mr. Talmage doesn’t mean to be 
crucified. But why should Dr. Talmage, 
whose soul ought to be exclusivly concerned 
with his heavenly possessions, take heed for 
those earthly treasures that moth and rust 
may corrupt, and that thieves may break 
through and steal? Jf Talmage has any 
property, any store or house that he calls 
« mine,” he should make haste to share ıt 
with his '* dear brother in the Lord,” and not 
prate about the “ rights of property.” 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER, JUNE 5, 1886. 


Communications. 


A Bill of Indictment Against Religions Per Se. 


BY JACOB HENDERSON. : 


But I return from this digression to the line of my 
argument. 

THE CHURCH THE OFFSPRING OF THE RELIGIOUS SENTIMENT, 
AND THE CAUSE OF STRENGTHENING ITS DOMINION IN 
THE WORLD. 

Eighteen hundred years ago the Christian church, 
as a new sect of religionists, began its career, and her 
priesthood, setting aside the claims of the old heathen 
exorcists, monopolized the business of working the re- 
ligious sentiment as a mine of wealth and power for 
themselvs. Like their illustrious pagan predecessors, 
the Christian hierarchy continued the policy of keep- 
ing the people in ignorance, well knowing the advan- 
tage it gave them in carrying out their ends. They 
appropriately called themselvs shepherds, and the 
people sAeep—the most simple and gullible of all 
animals, whose nature is to follow wherever the shep- 
herd, with his bag of salt, leads, and whose function, 
in the plan of the world, is to yield their fleeces to 
the shepherd for his clothing, and their carcases for 
his food. Like Christ and the apostles, the new 
hierarchy were firm believers in demoniacal posses- 
sions, and continued the practice of casting them out 
in the old way. The church accepted from the Jews 
their bloody law of the eight letters, “Thou shalt not 
suffer a witch to liv,” and, at her instigation, and to 
secure the favor of God for their rigid obedience to 
the divine precepts, the governments of Europe'oc- 
cupied themselvs for ages, mainly, in the work of 
hunting down heretics and putting witches to death 
thus proving themselvs to be true Christian govern- 
ments. 

In regard to witchcraft, it is almost impossible for 
us to believe the records of history as to the num- 
bers that were sacrificed to this Moloch of religion, 
and the cruelties practiced upon them by. law and 
custom before they died. The thousand years of his- 
tory called the Dark Ages constituted the most re- 
ligious period of the church. Religion had every- 


thing its own way, and had a chance to act out, and. 


did act out, its own character without let or hin- 
drance. Crime in all its ferocity, and vice in all its 
ignoble forms, were sanctioned and sanctified by the 
church, provided they were committed by the 
“saints.” A man of man of ordinary sensibility who 


reads the history of those times feels ashamed that- 


` he belongs to a race of beings that could be guilty of 
such atrocious deeds ; and all the more because they 
were perpetrated at'the suggestion, by the authority, 
and in illustration of a sentiment which we hav been 
taught to believe is a good thing in itself, and a great, 
if not indispensable, adornment of the human char- 
acter. : 

THE FIRST BLOW UNINTENTIONALLY GIVEN TO DESTROY THE 

SUPREMACY OF THE RELIGIOUS SENTIMENT,—LUTHER, 


This reign of religions, dictating both faith and 
practice, continued till, by another step in the process 
of evolution, Martin Luther, in the sixteenth century, 
appeared upon the scene of human affairs, and soon 
attracted as much attention in Europe as a new con- 
stellation would which had unexpectedly revealed 
itself in the heavens. It seems as though all the mill- 
ions of the dumb spirits of the human race, in re- 
venge for what they themselvs had suffered at the 
hands of religion, and to save posterity from a similar 
fate, knowing and taking advantage of this man’s 
natural courage, mightily struggled and finally suc- 
ceeded in extorting an utterance from his lips that 
would turn the course of events into a new channel, 
and giv a death-blow to the sentiment of religion 
itself. For, although a priest of the church, and 
without even seeming to suspect what would be the 
legitimate result of his utterance in the ages to come, 
he proclaimed in the ears of Europe, concerning the 
Bible, which at that time was universally regarded 
as a revelation from God to the human family, that 
man, as man, had a right to read its pages and to 
judge for himself as to the meaning of its contents. 
Nay, more, that this right of private judgment ex- 
tends not only to the meaning of the scripture text, 
but to the previous question, Whether the Bible 
itself was, or was not, the word of God, and infallibly 
inspired in all its parts. Luther, in the exercise of 
this right, rejected several of the books of the Bible 
which had been from the beginning, and still are, 
deemed canonical, because in his judgment they had 
no proof of inspiraticn. 

Then it was, I think, that the human race passed 
the period of its childhood, and entered upon the 
career of its youth. What Luther did, and what in 
that day required the courage of & lion to do, and 
what should make his name immortal, was to proclaim 
that mankind had an inherent and inalienable right 
to listen to what was then considered to be the voice 
of -God in the Bible immediately, and not be com- 
pelled to take the echoes and reéchoes of that voice 
as they came from ‘the lips of the priesthood, from 

: one generation to another to the end of time. That 


Luther meant his utterance of the right of private 
judgment to be mainly his justification for abjuring 
the despotic authority of the Romish church; that it 
was a suggestion of the intellect alone; that he had 
no idea whatever of the pregnancy of the principle he 
established, is verified by the faet that when he saw 
the leaven of his principle beginning to do its proper 
work of enlightenment among the populations of Eu- 
rope, and freeing them from the bondage of supersti- 
tion, the religion that was so deeply imbedded in 
him, true to its blind and ferocious character, waked 
up, assumed its sovereignty, and prompted him to 
draw up a creed of dogmas, and compel all his follow- 
ers to accept it on pain of eternal damnation. He 
refused the hand of brotherhood to Zwingle, the fair- 
est and most chivalrous of all the Reformers, and 
even held it to be extremely probable that, although 
he died for the Protestant cause on the field of bat- 
tle, he would, nevertheless, suffer eternal torments in 
hell-fire, because he did not believe with Luther in 
the “real presence” of Jesus Christ in the sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper! 

If there ever was a real demoniacal possession, 
Luther's religion was one; and as there was no exor- 
cist in that generation powerful enough to cast it out, 
and as he was so infatuated by its satanic influence 
that he did not want it cast out, but blindly cherished 
it as a good spirit, the work of reformation, so hap- 
pily begun, suddenly stopped .in its progress, and 
has made no corresponding advancé since. But after 
all his inconsistent blundering, the unintentional 
blow he gave to religion per se was a mortal one. 

THE SECOND BLOW: BACON. 

In se next century, and by a logical sequence, 
Francis Bacon arose, and, standing upon fhe solid 
ground which Luther had prepared as to the right of 
judgment, taught mankind how, in all the depart- 
ments of knowledge, they should exercise this right 
—by the inductiv, rather than the old theological 
method of deduction. For the religious word credo, 
I believe, which had been in vogue from the begin- 
ning of the Exorcist’s reign, he substituted the words 
skeptomai, I inquire, and scio, I know. The jumble 
of ideas which had entered the human mind through 
the wide door of implicit faith were driven out by the 
new learning, and gave room to real knowledge, ar- 
ranged in an orderly manner, and fit for practical 
use. The intellect of man, thus liberated from the 
old bondage by Luther, and taught how to use its 
freedom in investigation by Bacon, soon became con- 
scious of its powers, and began a career of inquiry 
into nature and her laws which has resulted in mak- 
ing the nineteenth the most wonderful of all the 
centuries of time. It has democratized knowledge 
and political power. It has filled the houses of the 
common people with blessings which their ancestors 
never dreamed of. It has set in motion causes which 
are bound, in due time, to equalize the condition of 
mankind, do away with war, and ultimately establish 
fellowship among the nations of the earth. - 

THE THIRD BLOW: PAINE. 

But toward the elimination of this blind and dan- 
gerous sentiment of religion from the human charac- 
ter, the. most heroic service ever done by man, all 
things considered, was performed at the close of the 
last century by Thomas Paine, who, made an intel- 
lectual freedman by Luther, and taught how to use 
his freedom by Bacon, and whose holy indignation at 
the cruelty of superstition was so intense that he took 
the Bible, which the church had made a fetich of, 
and brought its historical parts, and its prophecies 
and miracles, in detail, to the infallible test of reason, 
and proved, to the satisfaction of every impartial 
reader, that the book itself neither was, nor claimed 
to be, arevelation from God. His treatis, entitled, 
“The Age of Reason,” was mainly written when its 
author was in a French prison, liable at any moment 
to be sent to the guillotine, because, as a member of 
the National Convention, he pleaded for the life of 
the king, and proposed that he should be allowed to 
accept an asylum in the United States, as the Eng- 
lish people, in their revolution of 1688, had allowed 
King James IT. to accept an asylum in France. The 
indebtedness of the world, and-especially the people 
of the United States, to Paine for his “Age of Rea- 
son,” and his political writings, has never been paid. 
For, although his services in our war for independ- 
ence and nationality, and in founding the republic, 
were as valuable as the sword of Washington, the 
demoniac spirit of the church religion has blackened 
his reputation for a hundred years. It is evén more 
relentless and unscrupulous in our day than it was in 
his, because his immortal work, so well adapted to 
the comprehension of the common mind, and circu- 
lating, as it does, among the English-speaking peo- 
ples of all lands, is doing more than any other book 
of the last century to destroy the power of the priest- 
hood; and to extirpate from the human character its 
most dangerous element. 

NO WONDER THAT RELIGION STILL HOLDS SWAY. 

But it is not wonderful that an instinct which it 
took countless thousands of years to engraft upon 
the human character, and which the church for the 
last eighteen centuries has been constantly engaged 
in strengthening by every conceivable device of fraud 


and power, should be as blind and as strong to-day 
as it ever was. Weare told in the New Testament 
that some devils who had entered into some persons 
were so determined to hold possession of their 
victims that the excorcist, although endowed with 
miracle-working powers, could not cast them out 
without resorting to auxiliary expedients. And 
therefore, in this nineteenth century, and in the 
light and liberty which science has given it, there re- 
mains still the same old fear of an angry, personal 
God, and of the devil as a roaring lion seeking whom 
he may devour; the same old dread of the mystery 
of death; the same chilling doubt concerning the 
happiness of a future state of existence; and these 
fears chase their victims to the church, and lead 
them to hope, if not believe, that by some hocus- 
pocus which they cannot understand, the priesthood 
can make it go well with them at death and here- 
after. Isay we cannot wonder at this. For these 
dreadful ancestral experiences of ignorance and fear, 
reaching through so many ages, with no science to 
counteract the malign influence of the everywhere- : 
present priest, worked the sentiment of religion go 
effectually into the warp and woof of the human 
character that it can still laugh to scorn both science 
and philosophy. But the case is not hopeless. It is 
in the power of science to create new environments, 
and, as the sun, advancing in his upward march to 
the zenith, scatters the rays of light everywhere, so 
science will change the condition and circumstances 
of mankind, and bring them under the operation of 
the eternal law that all creatures, from man down to: 
the insect, must conform to thei environments or 
perish from the earth. 

THE CHARACTER OF RELIGION AS PROVED FROM CHURCH 

HISTORY. 


I hav been reading once more the great text-book 
on church history, recognized as authority in all 
Protestant theological seminaries, where young men 
are sent to prepare for the Christian ministry. It is 
entitled, ‘Institutes of Ecclesiastical History, 
Ancient and Modern,” by John Laurence von 
Mosheim, D.D., chancellor of the University of Got- 
tingen, translated from the Latin by the Rev. Dr. 
Murdoch. It givs a detailed history of the Christian 
church from the birth of Christ to the seventeenth 
century inclusiv, and I feel safe in saying that if an 
educated Hindoo, who had never heard of Christian- 
ity or the Bible, and therefore had no prejudices, 
either pro or con, would read these three volumes, it 
would inevitably produce the conviction on his mind, 
first, that the institution called the church, from the 
very beginning of its existence, was & fraud and a 
swindle practiced by the priesthood on the ignorance 
and credulity of mankind, and, secondly, that the sen- 
timent called religion, which it was the sole function 
of the church to cherish, has beén the deadliest curse 
that ever afflicted the human family, and that civili- 
zation might hav been advanced a thousand years from 
where it now stands but for this obstacle. Mosheim 
notes, in sections of his chapters on the early centu- 
ries, the “ pious frauds” of the times, or the brazen- 
faced lies and forgeries, as we would call them now, 
practiced by the church on principle, for the purpose 
of strengthening her hold upon the ignorant masses ; 
and it is very remarkable that the nearer you go back 
to the time of the aposties the more numerous they 
become. The evidence is clear that the more intense 
the piety and zeal of the churchman, the more unseru- 
pulous was he as a liar and aforger. It was by an 
implicit faith in what the priest told him that the 
humble Christian was sure to find favor with God 
living or dying. 

THE EMPTINESS OF THE CHURCH'S CLAIM OF PROMOTING . 
POLITICAL FREEDOM. 

'The church claims that her doctrin of the salvabil- 
ity of all souls, whether a man or woman, bond or 
free, king or subject, countenanced the American 
doctrin of the equality of all persons before the law. 
I admit the fact. But it was a mere obiter dictum, 
never used nor intended to be used as a political 
principle in the affairs of this world; for, despotism 
of the most crushing kind reigned supreme through 
the centuries, and the church was always on the side 
of the monarch against the people. The sciences of 
anatomy and physiology, counting the bones and 
muscles and examining other parts and functions in 
the bodies of the various races of mankind, and see- 
ing that they were all physically alike, taught the 
doctrin of human equality ages before there was a 
church or a Bible. To be sure, as in the case of the 
church, it was obiter dictum ; for the sole function 
of science is to ascertain facts, leaving the philosopher, 
the statesman, and the inventor to draw such infer- 
ences from them and make such rises of them as 
they see fit. Besides, it was during the reign of the 
church despotism that Roger Bacon, for the crime of 
having ground common glass on a stone so as to giv 


"| it a highly magnifying power, was sent to prison on 


the charge of magic and being in league with the 
devil. In those Dark Ages, science, chased like a 
wounded deer by the hounds of the church, was 
afraid to tell what she knew, or even to call herself 
by her own name. 3 
But the doctrin of equal rights which is now.shak- . 
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ing civilized nations to their center needed no revela- 
tion from heaven to prove it to be true. As men of 
all races mingle with each other, and see that they 
are alike human, it is a dictate of common sense that 
if one man is endowed by nature with inherent rights 
which ought to be respected by the rest, then each 
of all the rest has the same rights ; and the material 
duties growing out of these convictions constitute 
the code of natural morals. The founders of this 
republic who were, almost without exception, Infidels 
to all religions, with the great book of nature lying 
open before them, adopted the principle of human 
equality so ably expounded by Thomas Paine and his 
political associates, and made it the corner-stone of 
the government. Seeing also from the history of the 
world and what was then transpiring before their own 
eyes in Europe what a nuisance and a curse religion 
was and always had been in the affairs of government, 
they drew up a Constitution for the protection of 
their posterity which most scrupulously ignores the 
very existence of a God, of a church, and of religion 
in any of its forms. 
THE EMPTINESS OF THE PLEA THAT SOCIETY WOULD REVERT 
TO BARBARISM BUT FOR THE RESTRAINING INFLUENCE 
OF RELIGION AND THE CHURCH. 


The church to-day, unable to defend her creed of 
dogmas from the attacks of reason and criticism, 
pleads for the continued existence of religion and of 
herself as an organization for the sole purpose of 
strengthening and perpetuating it, on the ground 
that her teaching and influence are necessary to the 
formation of a good moral character; that society 
would become disintegrated, and its members degen- 
erate into brutes and devils in two or three genera- 
tions, but for her restraining power; that. we owe to 
her teaching our knowledge of right and wrong, and 
that the hope of heaven and the fear of hell which 
constitute the religious sentiment are absolutely 
necessary to any advancement in civilization. But I 
' .deny these claims, because they are founded in false- 
: hood. The estimate we put on the value of the 
church and her religion, as civilizing agencies during 
the past ages, is based upon the facts of history writ- 
ten by her own sons, and not by her enemies, and, in 
view of the record, no sentence in all the voluminous 
works of Charles Darwin embodies more truth and 
wisdom than the one I hav placed at the head of this 
essay, that he ** did not see the need of any religion." 
If the arrogant pretense of the church were well 
founded, that nothing but religion keeps mankind, 
and each of the individuals who compose the genus, 
from reverting to their primeval state of brutality, 
then Charles Darwin should hay nearly lapsed into 
the condition of a quadruped going on all fours, for 
he was destitute of every spark of religion, and ig- 
nored it entirely. He feared no gods above, no devils 
beneath, no hell of fire and brimstone, and no priests 
of any faith; and as for death, he considered it as 
natural an event as birth. Yet, for all that exalts 
man in the scale of being, both for nativ intellect, 
attainments in knowledge, and excellence of moral 
character, he had no superior. He had spent his 
whole life in scientific investigation. He had studied 
the history of the human family, and the part enacted 
by religions in their slow progress from barbarism to- 
ward civilization. He observed the workings of the 
religious sentiment in his own and other countries, 
and in all its different creeds and ceremonies; and, 
after profound reflection, he tells the world, in the 
simplicity and honesty of his truth-loving character, 
that Ae does-not *see the need of any religion. Dar- 
win was a mere scientist. He did not profess to be 
a reformer, and the sentence quoted was only a mini- 
mam of what he believed and felt. But, notwithstand- 
ing this sober judgment of one of her wisest and 
most illustrious sons, the English government ex- 
pends more than twenty millions of dollars annually, 
and employs more than twenty thousand clergymen 
in one sect alone, to say nothing of others, in keep- 
ing in existence a totally useless thing! May we not 
hope that the opinion of Darwin, like leaven in a 
mass of meal, will gradually and surely spread itself 
among the priest-ridden people of England, till they 
see their way clear to abolish a system so useless and 
expensiv, and install science as the people's teacher? 

THE ESOTERIO PHILOSOPHERS. 

We hav a school of timorous thinkers among us 
who maintain that while they and the rest of the re- 
fined and educated classes hav no need of the re- 
straining influence of the religious sentiment, and 
reject it as sheer superstition, we must hav some 
kind of popular religion with a hell and a devil in it 
which the priesthood can exoterically teach and manip- 
ulate, or else society could not protect itself against 
the vicious and criminal classes such as gather in large 
centers of populations. They point to the fact that 
when a posse comitatus, or even & company of armed 
soldiers, fail to quell a mob or an insurrection ina 
penitentiary, a priest can accomplish the object if the 
insurgents be Catholics, as they are likely to be, by 
threatening the criminals with the displeasure of the 
church, excommunication from its privileges, and finally 
hell fire in the next world if they do not obey the 
priest's command and submit. The criminal saint has 
no fear of the civil magistrate, but treats his man- 


ought to submit, but because his priest commands 
him to-do so. 

But, even admitting that converting the church 
into a police force, armed with religion as a bludgeon, 
might, in some cases, serve a good purpose, the con- 
ditions of the world, past and present, show that 
with all the enginery of heaven and hell at their com- 
mand for eighteen hundred years to work upon the 
hopes and fears of mankind, practically, and as a 
general rule, these doctrins hav lost their restrain- 
ing force. The statistics of crime show that the 
three largest sects in this country which .use this 
sheet-iron thunder to frighten sinners away from 
crime—-the Catholies, the Methodists, and the Pres- 
byterians—hav produced more convicts for the gal- 
lows and.the penitentiaries than any of the rest in 
proportion to their numbers. The fact is that the 
preventiv and reformatory power of punishment de- 
pends, not upon the amount of it, but upon the 
absolute certainty of its infliction upon the trangres- 
Sor; and this certainly is destroyed entirely by the 
doctrin of the forgivness of sins. The very first 
lesson which the church teaches a child is to fear an 
imaginary God .and an imaginary devil, and. in case 
of sin to depend upon the priest as a meditator be- 
tween him and them. Such a false education, taking 
away from a man all ennobling motivs, and reducing 
him to the condition of a mere cowardly churchling, 
is sure to make him a dangerous member of society ; 
and it seems very ungenerous and unfair that his 
superinduced scoundrelism should be made a reason 
for continuing the policy of degradation. Refor- 
matory efforts of all kinds, as is shown by the failure 
of the temperance enterprise to make sober men out 
drunkards, to be successful, must teach men to 
respect themselvs too much to descend to the deg- 
radation of vice and crime; to stand on their own 
legs instead of depending on their religion or the 
helping grace of God; and to achieve by disciplin the 
power of self-control so :as to stand and not fall in 
the moment of temptation. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
i 


Our Name. 


People who hav not learned to differentiate the 
value of names in their influence on the progress and 
fate of a movement or the popular acceptance of a 
doctrin are apt to think of a certain flower that, so 
long as its fragrance pleases, it is immaterial whether 
it be called a rose or a skunk-cabbage. Differing as 
I do very widely from those who think in that way, I 
wish to address a few words to them on this subject 
through the columns of the sterling old Trors 
SEEKER. 

Suppose two armies meeting, prepared for a con- 
flict a l’outrance, and that one of the belligerents 
possessed a charm which would paralyze or very 
much reduce the force of the other side; would not 
that charm be of very great value to its possessor ? 
Now, sir, we are one of those armies ; and does it not 
behoove us to adopt every available means toward 
disarming the bigotry and preventing as much as 
possible of the misrepresentation which we must in- 
evitably encounter? I suppose the answer will be a 
universal affirmativ. In any case, when we get into 
close quarters we are safe enough, the caliber of our 
artillery and the skill of our gunners amply compen- 
sating for any disparity of numbers; but let us not 
meet an enemy unnecessarily exasperated by false 
conceptions of our character and belief. 

The several sections of the Liberal host, till quite 
recently, hav been sailing under designations not suf- 
ficiently explicit or indieativ. We hav Deists, Lib- 
erals, Freethinkers, Materialists, and Atheists. The 
first and last, of course, affirm direct opposits—the 
one that there is a personal God, and the other that 
there is no such being. The intermediate names are 
vague, and indicate little or nothing ; and they all, as 
far as they are dogmatic, are equally guilty of pre- 
sumption. 

The Deist, for a reason presently to be stated, can 
not know, while, for the same reason, the Atheist’s 
negativ asseveration is equally irrational. When we 
reflect upon this universe, in which our world is a 
mere microscopic speck—this limitless space, across 
which lightning may fly forever, in any direction and 
with unabated speed, and never get out of the center; 
and when we further consider the organic potentiali- 
ties and vital tendencies of the matter around us— 
how pueril and crude seem all positiv asseitions 
anent the deific problem. The men who dogmatically 
assert that there is a God are only a little less illogi- 
cal than those who as confidently antagonize the 
affirmation—for aught either side knows, there may 
be a billion gods or not one at all. -Before they expect 
people to accept their conclusions on this subject— 
which ean be logically based only on the comprehen- 
sion by the mind of a grub of this limitless area, with its 
furnitureof blazing suns and whirling worlds, let them 
try the infinitly easier task of forcing the liquid con- 
tents of a hogshead into agill measure. Their failure 
in such an experiment may teach them modesty. It 
may suggest to them the impossibility of crowding a 
| boundless space, its innumerable contents, and its 


can we reason but from what we.know?” 
the gods of all tribes and ages hav been mere 
transcripts of the temper and culture of men and 
their times. 
and to show how far they hav progressed in the art 
and mystery of god-making I need only refer the 
reader to the end of the thirty-third chapter of Exo- 
dus, in which the carver of the Decalog shows Moses 
his “back parts." 
versed “face to face’ in the same chapter! 
illustration of manners can hardly be called godlike, 
and was not the best schooling for a man who was to 
wield so vast an influence. 


a hair-brained fanatic or the profoundest thinker in 
the world. Hence, the unknowable thing called God 
has eternally eluded human cognition. 
of things, and for the reason I hav tried to explain, 
the best thing the savage or civilizee could do in the 
creation and investiture of a god was to giv him per- 
sonality and certain of the attributes of his creator. 
Thus the poor barbarian stood, 


In the nature 


' Watching the shade from his own soul upthrown 
. Fill heaven and darken earth, and in such mood 
The form he saw and worshiped was his own. 


Of course. What other form could it hav? “What 
Hence 


Christians hav adopted the Jew God, 
This, too, after the pair had con- 
This 


But to * Our Name.” 
From the foregoing it will be seen that the mental 


attitude of nearly all Liberals toward these contested 
points will need a little readjustment. 
necessary to abate somewhat of the confidence of our 
assertions, if not of our convictions. 
ever so firmly convinced that the forces inherent in 
matter are. equal to the production of all the phe- 
nomena of the universe, which is my belief; or we 


It wil be 


We may be 


may be quite unable to account for the harmonious 


plan of things without inferring a designer—a 


necessity to which the Deist finds himself driven ; 
but, after all, neither of us knows. If my postulate 
(just stated) be true, and if “ nature makes nothing 
in vain,” there would seem to be but one conclusion 
left for the rational mind— since, under the postu- 
late, there would be neither need nor function for the 
Deist’s designer. Yet, let us cease to either affirm 
or deny in connection with questions so far beyond 
our finite faculties, and so manifestly unrelated to all 
human interests. Conjecture and speculation will 
still be permissible, either as a logical exercise or an 
intellectual pastime, but all dogmatism is obviously 
forbidden by these considerations, and all bitterness 
of feeling and bigotry would naturally disappear with 
the dogmatism. 
The final outcome of this canvass is to teach us a 
modesty and moderation to which we are equally 
bound by duty and policy. Let us eliminate from 
our doctrins and nomenclature everything grossly 
offensiv. All through my mature life the name of 
Materialist has been good enough for me; but lat- 
terly, shough my opinions hav not changed a jot, I 
hav come to regard that title as too nearly akin to 
the offensiv word Atheist, which I believe no man or 
woman has a right to use; especially (for the reasons 
already stated) if the word carries with it the positiv 
assertion that there is no God. The name which I 
prefer lacks the familiarity of Materialist, but a little 
persistent use would make that all right. That name 
is Agnostic, which the scientists of the world hav : 
lately done much to popularize. This name is forti- 
fied by our finiteness and reason, and would divest 
our cause of that opprobrium which grows out of 
grating and too positiv and extreme assertions. 
* What are you as to religious belief?” queries the 
Christian. The reply of the Liberal is, “I am an 
Agnostic.” “And what may that be?” is the next 
question. To which the reply is, “I am a finite 
being, with no pretensions whatever to comprehend 
infinit things.” Would not such a modest reply go 
far to shame the intelligent opponent and disarm 
bigotry of its venom? Would it not be a far fitter 
and more consistent reply than the avowal, “I am an 
Atheist?” Would it not throw the onus of the affirm- 
ativ on the superstitious maggot who might affect to 
hav compassed infinity? Why not, then, adopt the 
name Agnostic for the Liberal host, and at once slough 
off from our body the odium attaching to the word 
Atheist? I am not pleading for cowardice, but for 
consistency and policy. It will impugn no man’s 
courage nor disparage his perspicacity to confess that 
he knows nothing of things about which the wisest 
of his fellow-beings cannot possibly know anything. 
If a knowledge of the being and attributes of God 
were essential to human happiness or virtue, that 
God, being good, would hav rendered doubt as to his 
existence as impossible as it is to doubt the existence 
of the sun. He has not done so, and therefore the 
inference is irresistible that either God is not good 
or a knowledge of him is not among human needs. 
The cause of mental freedom never occupied so 
proud and dominant a position as it does to-day. 
With nearly every scientist in the world either an 
avowed or known-to-be Agnostic—Henry Ward 
Beecher admits that ninety per cent of the men en- 
gaged in the higher fields of research are of that 
class—what is to hinder the progress of Liberal 
thought if its champions do but remove such impedi- 
ments as I hav indicated? Let us still hope for the 
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dawn of that day when man shall shake off the man- 
acles of priesteraft and stand no longer enthralled by 
sanctimonious humbug and superstitious hopes and 
fears. It is to hasten that dawn that this letter is 
written. Science, a growing popular intelligence, 
and such papers as Tue Truru Sxexer are making 
havoc among the erewhile victims of priestly artifice; 
and speed the work, say I. James P. Kenyon. 
Brooklyn, May 18, 1886. 


——— — —9——-—— — ——— 


The Liberal Club. 


The meeting of the Manhattan Liberal Club held 
on the evening of May 28th was the last of the 
season. At the door the man with a badge-pin 
chased a five-cent piece around his pocket, and hav- 
ing captured and delivered it over to Treasurer 
Morris as a souvenir, passed into the pleasant hall. 
The seats were nearly all filled, many of the visitors 
being ladies, most of them young ladies, the others 
younger. Several familiar faces were absent. The 
solid member, Mr. Eckhart, was missed—he had gone 
to Europe. The tall member, Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 
was not there—he had gone to Boston. The hand- 
some member, Mr. King, had not found time to 
come. Robert Blissert, the member from Killarney, 
has discontinued his visits altogether. Nevertheless, 
it was a large meeting. 

Madam Elizabeth M. Delescluze, the speaker of 
the evening, radiant in those embellishments of attire 
with which womankind love to adorn themselvs, sat 
by the secretary’s table studiously conning a copy of 
“ The Order of Creation.” She beckoned the badge- 
pin man to approach, and inquired if a brief synopsis 
of her remarks handed in at the office the next morn- 
ing would be acceptable. This was not done to im- 
peach the accuracy of the account which it was 
known the scribe would render, but merely to save 
him the labor of deciphering his notes, for which he 
is duly grateful. The synopsis will be found in its 
proper place. 

President Wakeman had an extended list of an- 
nouncements to read. The Spiritualists were to hav 
a Decoration Day celebration, and, providence per- 
mitting, the president of the club would address the 
visitors at the Workingmen’s Free Library, 143 
Eighth st., Friday evening, June 4th. The extra enter- 
tainment which the club had promised for the present 
evening had, for obvious reasons, been deferred until 
the opening of the fall season, October the 3d. 
Through Third Vice-President Edward W. Chamber- 
lain, the committee appointed to draft suitable reso- 
lutions touching the bereavement of the club in the 
death of its first vice-president, Stephen Pearl An- 
drews, made the report which appears elsewhere in 
this paper. 

^. Madam Delescluze, being introduced, spoke as fol- 
lows on ‘Our Palace :” 


Ours is a palace within a myriad of palaces—the Earth in 
the Universe. Our little earth holds a very modest place, it 
being only a fourth- or fifth-rate planet, and very insignifi- 
cant when compared with the big planets of the solar system 
—Jupiter, Saturn, Neptune, and Uranus; yet it is a vast and 
beautiful palace, the purpose of which seems to be to furnish 
mankind with all things necessary for its happiness. On the 
material side, man has all that is necessary for his comfort 
and his pleasure. On the spiritual side he has love, faith, 
hope, aspiration. He is furnished with light from that large 
luminary, the sun, at the speed of 200,000 miles a second. 
The earth is 93,000,000 of miles from the sun, and light 
reaches us in eight minutes. To be sure, when we think 
of some of the fixed stars, their magnitude and their incon- 
ceivable distance—light from which would require thousands 
of years to reach our poor little earth—we should feel very 
modest and hunible, and should readily imagin that ** awe" 
of which Spencer speaks as being the sentiment which in- 
spires the religion of the Unknowable. Carlyle, speaking of 
the universe, said we lived in the midst and were a part of 
the most astounding wonders. Some persons there are, 
however, who understand it all. 'They hav sounded the 
universe from its lowest note to the top of its compass, and 
see nothing in it to awe or overwhelm, To other poor souls 
meek and susceptible, who are thrilled and confounded on 
looking through a big telescope, there is only one thing that 
comes to answer their cry—faith. 

We are a part of this vast immensity, these palaces of 
worlds, and hav, as they hav, a destiny. Mverything need- 
ful has been given to the heart, the intellect, the hand of 
man, in this his palace of the earth. What has he done with 
all his gifts? Has he builded a palace within this palace of 
his? It has been said to him for ages, *' Build me a palace 
fit for the king and queen." But heretofore his efforts at 
building hav been poor and incomplete. 

It is related of a certain monarch that, having ordered an 
. immense and beautiful structure to be built, he made ready 
when it was finished to occupy it on a certain day. Buta 
great storm rose in the night, and when morning dawned, it 
was discovered that the great palace was in ruins. The 
necessary amount of lime had not been put into the mortar, 
and the huge structure seemingly so strong had fallen under 
the stress of a storm. 

It is also related that a certain king sent for allthe wisest 
men of his realm and commanded them to erect for him the 
grand and stately palace of Truth. Each of the wise men 
had brought a stone, bui each insisted that his particular 
marble should be used as the foundation stone of the temple. 
So a terrible discussion and wrangle ensued. As the days 
and finally the months went on, the wrangle grew fiercer and 
hotter, until they—the wise men—forgot all about the palace 
of Truth in the debate over the stones. One morning, on 
arriving at the arena of their wrangle, full to the brim with 
zeal for fight, they found not a stone. They had, through 
their quarrels, come under the power of the wicked genii, 
who had, in the night, scattered the stones of Truth to the 
four corners of the earth. 

Madam Delescluze urged that the palace fit for the king 
and queen, man and woman, can never be built until men 


cease fighting over the plans of the different architects. Men 
hav arrived at an astonishing point of progress in the arts 
and sciences. There is scarcely a known insect on the globe 
that some student has not examined with the closest atten- 
tion its tiny structure, and watched with the most persistent 
care its habits. The only animal man refuses to study 
wisely and carefully is himself. Nothing in this world to- 
day, after all our advancement, is held so cheap and in such 
disdain as the multitude of men and women. Nothing could 
be more deplorable than the chaos reigning in what is called 
society. 

Until this is changed, until society comes to think that all 
the achievements of art, all the discoveries of science, are in- 
significant when compared to human welfare, and that the 
happiness of the humblest mortal is a matter of importance 
to the state, the palace of truth cannot be built—the struct- 
ure fit for the king and queen—the people—will not endure, 
but will surely crumble beneath a storm. 


Human genius has produced wonderful and beautiful 
things to satisfy the material comforts of therace. A prayer 
of thankfulness went up from her heart forthese. She often 
felt a sense of gratitude to the humble workman who laid 
a flagstone that kept her feet out of the mud, but in social 
science we were still barbarians. 


Mrs. Cynthia Leonard followed the speaker of the 
evening. She had, she said, nothing but praise for 
the lecture. ‘She alluded feelingly to Mark Twain at 
the last resting-place of Adam, weeping over the 
grave of a relativ. She felt that all mankind were 
her brothers; even the tramp was a brother, and 
there was nothing about our government to be proud 
of so long as a single person must sleep on the 
benches in the parks unprovided with a home. The 
palace which man had built was full of iniquity and 
impurity, and a general house-cleaning, in which 
woman should cooperate, would be necessary to make 
it a fit residence for mankind. 

Dr. Eccles followed, speaking in a modulated tone 
of voice. His remarks, which were extended to great 


length, touched the custom which some writers and 
papers hay of criticising a speaker’s style of discourse 
instead of dealing with his ideas. He intimated that 
this course was adopted because the critics were un- 
able to combat the speaker intellectually. He did 
not consider that style the true scientific method. 
The audience listened to Dr. Eceles with a tranquility 
which, considering the longevity of his discourse, 
was certainly commendable. 

Remarks were next made by Mr. Swartout, a new 
accession to the club’s membership ; and then the 
secretary, in an ornate speech, called upon our dis- 
tinguished visitor, Dr. Cyrus Romulus Remus Teed, 
to address the meeting. Dr. Teed complied, with 
the explanation that he believed the secretary's re- 
marks to hav been made in an ironical spirit. He 
then advanced the thought that there would be no 
progression until we had a new genus of mankind. 
This is the Teed of the * Bennett-Teed Discussion,” 
and has no hesitation in affirming that he believes 
himself to be a reincarnation of Moses, Enoch, 
Abraham, and Jesus Christ. His utterances, there- 
fore, hav a high scientific value. 

After Madam Delescluze had pointed out the weak 
places in the critics’ arguments, President Wakeman 
adjourned the meeting to October 3d. Then every- 
body shook hands, and the audience dispersed. “The 
warm weather has admonished us that indoor gath- 
erings are no longer practicable, and it is therefore a 
relief to all to lay down the burden of attending 
them. This makes it agreeable to the attendants, 
but the writer of these reports is desirous to know 
what is to become of him. It looks as if he would 
be obliged to temporarily subside. But when Octo- 
ber comes again, when the summer is past and: the 
harvest is ended; when death, poetic death, with 
hands that color what they touch, weaves in the 
autumn woods its tapestry of gold and brown—at 
that season of the year he will again emerge and take 
on once more the character of the veracious reporter 
of the regular weekly meetings of the Manhattan Lib- 
eral Club. 

Meanwhile the club is not dead. Nothing beauti- 
ful can know the touch of dissolution. Bright things 
can never die, e'en though they fade. 

———— O a 
Resolutions 


ON THE DEATH OF STEPHEN PEARL ANDREWS ADOPTED BY THE 
MANHATTAN LIBERAL CLUB, MAY 28th. 

The Manhattan Liberal Club adopts and records, upon the 
occasion of the close of the life visible on earth of its most 
eminent and learned member and late vice-president, Stephen 
Pearl Andrews, the following statement of its sense of his 
worth and of its esteem for his memory: i 

Resolved, That our brother was a ripe, broad, profoundly 
cultured, acute, original, and fruitful philosopher, skilled in 
all the practical things of life, but in his later years having 
no time for them, because it was his most useful mission to 
be a teacher of the teachers, an inspirer of the profound, a 
mediator of the world’s antagonisms. With the close of its 
author's life, his system of philosophic thought will begin to 
dawn upon the world. ] 

Resolved, That the philosophy of Integralism. gathering up, 
as it does, and utilizing the most opposit modes of thought, 
forms of character, and types of life, philosophies, skepti- 
cisms, religions, and superstitions, virtues, passions, condi- 
tions, ciasses, and even crimes, so as to reduce them and the 
principles which giv rise to thém to harmonious and co- 
herent elements in the world's true life and composit prog- 
ress, and the science of Universology on which it is based, 
are the most comprehensiv statements yet evolved of the re- 
lations existing between the various departments of knowl- 
edge and phases of being, out of which alone can grow the 
highest conceptions of social law, of economic interest, of 
legal right, and of ethical study, s 

Resolved, That philosophy is the systematic comprehension 


of the constitution of things as they are; that religion is the 
activ inspiration which works in all beings to induce their 
best and highest becoming; that while there appears to be a 
certain dualism and conflict in teaching both the wisdom of 
the constitution of things as they are, and the duty of work- 
ing for their better becoming, the key to the highest life lies 
in the recognition of both truths; that the broadest and most 
scrutinizing philosophy ever remains allied to the truest re- 
ligion, skepticism perfecting instead of paralyzing the change 
from the being to the becoming religion itself. e who best ` 
knows what is, best knows what best can be; therefore the 
essential doctrin of Integralism of obtaining unity through 
diversity in all things is not only profound in philosophy, 
but must prove to be the most salutary of all truths in its re- 
ligious and ethical influence, for he who can accept philoso- 
phies and embrace religions as they are, is both less religious 
and less philosophic than he who can hasten their becoming 
what they must and will next be. 

Resolved, That we commend to all minds the brief philo- 
sophic tracts, and afterward the larger treatises, upon Uni. 
versology and Integralism, prepared by Mr. Andrews. The 
scientific generalizations contained in them cannot rest as 
theories, but will mold opinions and legislation, religions and 
codes, ethics and manners, as the teachings of Aristotle 
molded the Roman law, and the discoveries of Galileo put 
out the fires of persecution. 

The committee appointed at the last meeting of the Man- 
hattan Liberal Club to draft and present-suitable resolutions 
upon the death of our first vice-president, Stephen Pearl An- 
drews, respectfully report the foregoing resolutions and rec- 
ommend that they be adopted and spread upon the minutes. 

Ep. W. CHAMBERLAIN. 
E. B. Foors, Jr. 
` Van Buren Densrow, Chairman. 
New York, May 28, 1886. l 
e 
Freethought in Texas. 

During the past week my work has been confined 
to eastern Texas. This is not the Texas that I hav 
heretofore been laboring in. The people of northern 
and central Texas hav caught the progressiv spirit, 
and constitute the advance guard of the New South 
—the South that is to be. Eastern Texas belongs to 
the Old South. There are some intelligent persons 
to be found in it, but the masses are fifty years be- 
hind the age. 

After leaving Houston, I went to Polk county, 
where Mr. J. A. Handley had engaged me to deliver 
a series of lectures, no Liberal lecturer ever having. 
penetrated this region. My first lecture was to be 
given at Livingston, the county seat, at 2 p.m. on 
Tuesday. Mr. Handley living some twenty miles 
away, and being unable to attend, had placed the 
matter in charge of Mr. Epperson, the sheriff. I ar- 
rived in Livingston at noon. It was raining, Mr. 
Epperson was sick, and no hall had been engaged. 
The meeting had been announced, but I could find 
no one who seemed to know or care anything about 
it. I had almost abandoned the idea of speaking, 
when a young man, Mr. John Tackaberry, county 
attorney, volunteered his services, procured a hall, 
and rallied a respectable audience. I gave my lecture, 
and then proceeded to Moscow. 

If my reception at Livingston was cool, that at 
Moscow promised to be exceedingly warin. The or- 
thodox had resolved that no Liberal meeting should 
be held in the town. An alleged doctor named 
Powell and & preacher named Kirby were leading the 
opposition. This Kirby was some years ago deposed 
from the ministry for cutting out the tongue of a 
neighbor's horse that had invaded his premises. He 
has since been permitted to resume his pastoral 
duties, and doubtless thought that it would be more 
agreeable to his church for him to work on an Infi- 
del’s tongue. A paper was put in circulation calling 
upon all patriotic citizens to unite in a demand that : 
my appointment for Moscow be withdrawn. I 
informed them that I wasn’t built that way; that I 


‘had been engaged to deliver a lecture there, and that 


the engagement would be filled at the hour an- 
nounced. This only increased their rage. The next 
morning was one of unusual excitement and activity. 
The sleepy old town was for once aroused. The 
Liberals were few and timid, and it looked for a time 
as though orthodoxy was destined to win. Before- 
noon, however, the Infidel hosts began to pour in 
from distant parts of the county, and soon the streets 
were full of them. The skirmishing commenced, a 
vigorous war of words ensued, and then the soldiers 
of the cross retired. A large crowd assembled, and 
the lecture was delivered. The lecture was “False 
Claims,” with the variations usually rendered on such 
occasions. 

The next meeting was to be held in the Bear Creek 
settlement'in the eastern part of the county. Ten or 
twelve miles of. pine forest intervened, and a Texas 
pony was provided for me with which to make the 
trip. In the saddle, Richard was himself again. 
The meeting was held at eleven o'clock on Thursday 
morning. Nearly everybody turned out to hear me. 
A clergyman drove seven miles with an ox team to 
bring his family. Professor Parrish dismissed his 
school that he and his pupils might attend. It was 
a good, old-fashioned pioneer meeting. , 

John A. Handley resides here. He is one of the 
largest planters and leading merchants of eastern 
Texas, and has done much to Liberalize this com- 
munity. Among the other sterling Liberals of Polk 
county may be named J. Morse, formerly of Iowa; 
John Morgan; the Parrishes; the Gay family ; Mr. 
and Mrs. Pope; B. F. Haynes; Dr. Doughty and 
brother ; and Stephen Lewis. 


> 
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Mr. Hickman, an intelligent farmer living near 


Moscow, had, previous to our meetings, entertained 
strong prejudices against Freethought. He was one 
of those who opposed me, declaring that I ought not 
to be allowed to speak. He was, however, induced 
to attend our meeting at Moscow, and became so 
much interested that he rode ten miles to attend our 
meeting on the following day. He has experienced 
a “change,” and, while the church has had his sym- 
pathy in the past, the Liberal cause will hav his sup- 
port in the future. 

On Thursday evening I returned to Moscow. 
From here I started for Henderson, which, after a 
tedious and roundabout journey over the narrow- 
gauge roads of the pineries, I reached Saturday 
morning. Saturday night, Sunday morning, and 
Sunday afternoon I lectured here. It had been ar- 
ranged for me to speak in the court house, but Dr. 
Carleton, a Baptist theologian and author of some 
note, kindly tendered us the use of his church, which 
was accepted. Large audiences were present at each 
meeting. Dr. McBride, of Tyler, came fifty miles to 
hear me. Mr. Whitley, a lawyer of Overton, and 
editor of the Overton Sharpshooter, with his family, 
also attended. 

. Henderson is probably as free from bigotry as any 
town in Eastern Texas. Capt. ©. L. Nunnaly, Mr. 
Lacy, William Baxter, and Mr. Rosenbaum are a few 
of the intelligent Freethinkers whom I met here. 

Sunday evening, in company with Mr. Whitley, 
I took the train for Overton, arriving there at 6 
o'clock. It happened that none of the churches held 
religious services that evening, and when Mr. 
Whitley informed the people that a Liberal lecturer 
was in town they expressed a desire to hear him. 
The word “Liberal” had a pleasant sound, and the 
lecturer wore a pious countenance. These at once 
commended him to their favor. The officers of the 
Methodist church cheerfully granted us the use of 
their edifice. Had it been 8 o’clock instead of six I 
would now hav the pleasure of stating that I lect- 
ured in two orthodox churches in one day, and this, 
too, in Eastern Texas. But two hours gave time to 
discuss and reconsider, and the result was, our meet- 
ing was held in the school-house instead of the 
church. A large audience was in attendance, how- 
ever, and everything passed off pleasantly. 

From Overton I came to Longview, where I am 
engaged in giving a course of lectures. I hav now 
filled twenty-five engagements and delivered forty- 
four lectures since I entered this state. 

= J. E. Remspure. 


The American Secular Anion. 
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Titus L. Brown, 

HELEN H. GARDENER. 
CouRTLANDT PALMER, Treas., 

850 Broadway, New York. 

E. M. MACDONALD, 
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CHARLES WATTS, 
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The Campaign Fund. 


Previously acknowledged.. ................. eee 
Lebi (per Henry Goodey, Samuel Brigg, and. 


$2,345.36 


PO METTE 8.50 
Luke W. Gallup..................eeeeeeeeee eene eene nnne 1.00 
Payson (per Dr. Greer, Charles Long, and others) 4.50 
Goshen (per J. W. White, David L. Evans, and 

E ETE A ENT 3.80 
Joel Shoemakert,..essssssssssessessessrsssssssssssssereseee .50 
Mt. Pleasant (per J. D. Page, and others)........... 17.60 
J. H. Flickenger, (annual member).................. 1.00 
E. O. Smith, pct ter ads 1.00 
G. M. Artkur, is ——— MÀ 1.00 
Levi Goodrich, ENT “wes daunted eaat 1.00 
J. C. Kendall, (65 "eessesisee saévess 1.00 
Charles Otter, AE. E ters 1.00 
W. W. Williams, E E 2.00 
Wm. E. Cooper, fe EOS 1.00 
Herman Christensen, IMMO 8.00 
Peter Madsen, BE), aaeeei 1.00 

TFotalzcs cei isseeeert dece eu enne eua sa na saeua $2,389.96 


In the campaign fund printed May 8th, $10 were credited 
to Joseph Elliot, which should hav been credited to Josiah 


Elliot. 
————— 9 $-———— — —— 


News and Notes. 

The audience at Payson, Utah, on Friday evening, 
May 14th, was larger than the one on the previous 
evening, the opera house being nearly full The 
larger part were members of the Mormon church. 
The maddest man in town, I understand, was the 
Presbyterian minister, who has an audience every 
Sunday of about six, and of course it vexed his right- 
eous and Calvinistie soul to hav the Infidel gather a 
hearing almost a hundred times larger than his own. 
I believe he is about to retire from the field, for he 
has converted but one Mormon since he has labored 
in Utah—a period of several years—and his work is 
not encouraging and therefore not healthful. 

I took & horseback ride upon the spurs of Mt. 
Nebo, and drank deep of the enchanting loveliness of 
the vast scenery, with the lake set in the midst, like 
& flashing diamond, the meadows on either side 


spreading for miles with blending colors of green and 
brown; with half a dozen villages in view, nestling 
along the bases of the mighty hills, and the hills 
melting with infinit variety of form into the luminous 
horizon. Horseflesh is a wonderful exhilarator when 
it bears one with the fleetness of the wind amid the 
splendid sunshine and a thousand pictures of beauty; 
and I spent a delightful afternoon. And although Mt. 
Nebo towered above me with its snowy peaks, I 
never once thought of Moses. I was not thinking 
of the old, I was dreaming of the new. 


On Saturday I had a long, glorious ride of twenty- 
five miles with Dr. Greer, up into the canyons and 
over the hills to Silver City, into one of the great 
mining regions of Utah, where fortunes are made by 
the millions, where gold is found in an almost pure 
state, and a pocketful will make one wealthy. Wind- 
ing up the canyon for miles, the view from the ridge 
was one of the most beautiful in the world. The gray 
hills rolled away from your feet to the softly-shining 
waters of the Utah lake, and beyond that the white 
and blue peaks rose in dazzling grandeur; and right 
before you opened the vistas of the American Fork, 
jeweled in its very center with an eminence whose 
precipitous forms seemed to catch all the glories of 
the departing day. It was like a vision from fairy- 
land, and no knight of old ever looked upon a more 


glimpse of nature’s exquisit face. 


At Silver City I had the pleasure of delivering the 
word of scienóe and humanity, where there was no 
priest and no church, where the sermon had not been 
heard nor the voice of prayer. I was ahead of the 
million emissaries of theology, and I was happy iñ- 
deed. Silver City, with its cordial folks, will be a 
delightful remembrance, as being the first green spot 
in all this earth where the church has never set foot, 
and where the first’ discourse was a plea for liberty. 
The Freethought pioneer has something in this ex- 
perience to giv his heart a glow of supreme satisfac- 
tion. The church has ruled for centuries, but there 
are some spots still unblasted by its presence. 

On Sunday morning we came back to Goshen—a 
quiet land indeed—where you might imagin yourself 
on the “other side of Jordan,” thereis such a tranquil- 
ity in the very air, while Mt. Nebo in the distance, like 
a white-veiled prophet, givs its perpetual biessing ; 
for indeed, if it were not for the everlasting reservoirs 
of snow in its cavernous bosom, this valley would 
never bloom with harvests, and would be a desert 
indeed. 2 

On our way down the mountains we met a pretty 
Mormon girl running away with her lover; he would 
not go through the nonsense of the “ Endowment 
House," but wanted to be married in sensible gentile 
fashion, and so did she; and on this bright Sabbath 
morning they stole away, and, with swift steeds, went 
where a civil ceremony could be performed. Thus a 
dash of romance checkered the way of the pilgrim. 
It is not all philosophy ; there is poetry now and then. 

At Goshen I bade farewell to the pleasant compan- 
ionship of Dr. Greer. ` He is a noble Liberal indeed, 
and has done great service to our cause in one of the 
|otronglioids of Mormonism. The Mormons would 

like to “ boycott ” him, but they can't doit; for they 
will get sick, and it seems there isn't brains enough 
in the Mormon church to make a first-class physician, 
and they must employ the “ gentile.” Dr. Greer has 
gone sometimes 150 miles to attend patients. What- 
ever talent the Mormons may hav goes into either 
theology or money-getting. If a Mormon youth has 
any brightness, he becomes a preacher—that is, if he 
retains the faith ; or he goes into Zion's Cooperativ 
Mercantil Institute and tries to get rich. The 
Mormons are money-getters, like the Jews. I see 
that Dyer Lum, in Liberty, has some praise for the 
cooperativ system of the Mormon church, but there 
is no genuin cooperation at all—it is only a form of 
monopoly to put the profits into the hands of a few. 
If anything is run by the capitalist, it is the Mormon 
Z. C. M. I., with its * Holiness to the Lord." There 
is not a particle of democracy in Mormonism. It is 
the most thorough-going aristocratic and despotic 
institution in the world. It makes the few rich and 
the many poor. 

I had an overflowing house on Sunday evening at 
Goshen. All the dignitaries of the church were present. 
I had a most enjoyable visit with Mr. J. W. White and 
David L. Evans, stanch Freethinkers who hav fought 
their way out of Mormonism, and know by actual ex- 
perience what a tremendous tyranny it is. The 
Mormons are the original inventors of the “ boycott,” 
and in the palmy days of the “ saints’ kingdom” they 
hay used it with deadly effect. 

On Monday morning I went down to Nephi, and 
from there to Mt. Pleasant, where I found plenty of 
good friends, Mr. J. D. Page, Mr. Cahoon, Mr. Erics- 
son, Mr. Bowman, and others.. I lectured on Tues- 
day evening, May 18th, to a full -house, and should 
lecture there again on Friday (this evening), but the 
Mormon who has charge of the hall will not let it go. 
My discourse was too much for him. There being 
no other place of meeting, the giving of another 
lecture must be abandoned. I find the Mormons 


rather Jesuitical. They are very affable so long as 


charming prospect or was refreshed with a sweeter: 


they expect something favorable to their side, but 
when they see that you will not defend their institu- 
tion, then they show the tigers claws and the bitter- 
ness of orthodoxy. The Mormons hav a smile for 
every new comer, but they also are prepared to strike. 

On Wednesday I came down to Ephraim, where I 
am now Writing this letter, a distance of seventeen 
miles from Mt. Pleasant. I came with R. Clawson, . 
who is the trinity of Mormon abhorrence—he is an 
apostate, an Infidel, and deputy marshal ; but for all 
that his neighbors like him, for he has the sterling 
qualities of a gentleman. I here met the president 
of the “stake,” as it is called. He was quite friendly . 
and attended my lecture in the evening, but I never 
found out how he liked it. I had a full house, large 
numbers being obliged to stand. There are some 
good Liberals in this place, but, of course, the vast 
majority are against them, and it is uphill work ; but 
every day brings an improvement. 

On Thursday I went with Mr. Clawson and Mr. 
Quinn, another Liberal friend, to Manti, seven miles 
from Ephraim, and the county seat. Here, also, on 
the side of the mountain, is one of the magnificent 
temples of the Lord. It has cost nearly a million 
dollars, and is indeed a beautiful building ; but what 
is the use of it? It is built by the money of the 
poor, and it is for the convenience of the priest. 
Christ is expected to come here and reign. This 
temple will no doubt stand for a thousand years, but 
I fear the “Lord” for whom it is erected will never 
make his appearance, and all this wealth and toil is 
uselessly expended, and this massiv structure will be 
a sepulcher of human hopes. 

I was glad to meet with Rev. Joel Shoemaker at 
Manti—once a Campbellite minister, then a Mormon, 
and now a Liberal. The first thing I saw when I 
entered his store was the face of Tue TRUTH SEEKER, 
the last number, which I eagerly perused. It was a 
delight indeed to find Taz Trourn Srexer and Liberal 
literature for sale in this far country. I did not ex- 
pect anything of the kind—right under the shadow 
of the Temple, too, and the eye of the bishop. Mr. 
Shoemaker introduced me at the evening lecture. 
He has a full understanding of Mormonism, and has 
facts concerning it which are quite interesting. I 
also met here Mr. Herman Christensen, once a leading 
Mormon and president of the Danish colony, but 
now for twenty years a Freethinker and pronounced 
opponent of the church. The “saints” hav tried to 
crush him, but his cattle and sheep prosper, and he 
can snap his fingers at the church’s inquisitorial 
power. I had a full house at the theater in the even- 
ing, and the lecture was well received. Manti, of 
course, as a sort of church center, is overwhelmingly 
Mormon, but there are Liberals in it who keep up a 
brave fight. 

I hav thus given three lectures to audiences aver- 
aging from three to four hundred in San Pete valley, 
which is considered the stronghold of Mornionism 
outside Salt Lake City. No lectures of this kind hav 
ever before been delivered here. They are sure to 
create a vast discussion, and I look forward to bene- 
ficial results. All desire that the campaign be con- 
tinued, and I hope to visit this valley again. 

I came last evening in the moonlight from Mant 
to Ephraim. The last I saw of Manti was the huge 
temple just beginning to glisten in the rays of the 
moon that was rising over the dark boundary of the 
hills. It flung a weird splendor over that vast and 
to me sepulchral edifice. I almost seemed to be in 
some ancient city, far away from the nineteenth 
century, and even before Christ, upon the mountains 
of Judea, where barbarism still reigned and science 
was almost unknown; and I wondered if the light of 
day would ever penetrate these shimmering walls, 
and if this moonlight of fancy would ever vanish 
before the dawn of a glorious reality—or would this 
temple be for centuries yet the refuge of an ignoble 
superstition ? 

I am now in a quiet, comfortable nook writing this 
epistle, with a day’s rest before me, green trees all 
around, blue skies flecked with brilliant clouds, happy 
birds, and the sparkle of gentlestreams. I can dream 
for awhile, take off my spurs and lie upon the grass, 
and,let the hours go as fleetly as they may, I will 
take no note of time. The universe may move as it 
will; I will no longer be a reformer, an iconoclast, 
but will take things as they are—the sunshine and 
the songs, the flowers and the grass, the trees and 
all their blossoms, the measureless sky and the circle 
of resplendent hills. 

To-morrow, however, I must up with the sun and 
away. That vigorous campaigner, George C. Viele, 
of our Fillmore League, has got a week’s work 
planned out for me, and, rain or shine, I must be at 
the front. But until to-morrow's dawn, the long 
golden afternoon and the moonlight evening shall be 
a tent of peace, and life shall be like summer's breath 
of music. Samvet P. Purnam. 


May 21, 1886. - 
em 
Mrs. A. H. Corsy's address for June, July, and August 


will be 176 Terrace street, Buffalo, N. Y. 
oe HO 
Sex» to Tue Troru SEEKER office for a catalog of 


the books we hav for sale. The catalog is free. 
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Communications. 


Freethought in Australia. 


“We liv in a free country.” Such is the expression 
which incessantly greets the ears of a Victorian resi- 
dent. We hav just had another instance of Victorian 
* freedom" looming up in front of us, this time in 
the postal department. The prosecution of the ZLib- 
erator having fallen through, the authorities having 
decided to take no further action in the matter, the 
bigots hav decided not to let the matter stop there, 
but hav for some time been spurring on the govern- 
ment to prevent its being sent through the post. 
The result is that the matter has been brought under 
the notice of the postmaster-general, Mr. Derham, 
and he has decided that no copies shall be sent 
through the post until they hav undergone a careful 
scrutiny and shown no traces of “blasphemy” or 
“offensivness” of any kind. The section of the act 
under which the Ziberator is being denied the right 
of mailing reads as follows: “Notwithstanding any- 
thing in this act contained, the postmaster-general 
may at any time direct any letter, packet, or news- 
paper having anything blasphemons, obscene, offen- 
siv, or libelous written or drawn on the outside 
thereof, or any obscene inclosure found in any letter, 
package, or newspaper, to be destroyed.” The post- 
master-general, who appears to be the cat’s-paw of 
the religious party here, is determined to enforce this 
law in the case of the Liberator, according to the 
reports in the daily papers, and if he does, the Free- 
thinkers of Victoria will hav another lively tussle 
before them, for Mr. Symes is equally determined to 
fight it out. As he told the audience on Sunday 
evening last, “If that be true, there is a little more 
fighting for us. If they do stop the Liberator from 
going through the post, they shall repent it." Past 
experience of Mr. Symes has shown us that he is not 
ihe man to cringe before such malice as that, but 
when he says a thing, he means it. 

There is another section in the same act which is 
not yet decided upon, but which the postmaster- 
general has put into the hands of his legal advisers 
to ascertain its applicability to the Liberator. It is 
as follows: “If any person knowingly puts into any 
post-office in Victoria any letter, packet, parcel, or 
newspaper bearing any indecent, obscene, profane, 
or libelous address, signature, marks, words, or de- 
signs, or containing any indecent or obscene print, 
photograph, lithograph, writing, engraving, book, or 
card, or other indecent or obscene article, he shall be 
liable to a penalty not less than five nor exceeding 
fifty pounds.” So you see they are determined at all 
hazards to crush out Freethought in this benighted 
community. They are not satisfied with an attempt 
to destroy another's property, but they also seek to 
heavily punish a man for using an institution which 
he is taxed to support, and which in common justice 
he has as much right to use as any of the bullies who 
seek to prevent him. If you fail to receive the Zib- 
erator by this mail, you will know the reason of it. 

Matters hav been enlivened of late by a little riot- 
ing which has taken place. The new Factories and 
Workshops act, which came into operation on the 
beginning of last month, has been a fruitful source 
of discord in that direction. By that act, all shop- 
keepers, with a few trifling exceptions, are compelled 
to close their places of business at 7 o'clock sharp 
each evening, except Saturdays and public holidays. 
Many storekeepers hav stood: out against this arbi- 
trary rule and kept their shops open contrary to the 
law. The result is that in one of the suburbs mobs 
of larrikins met nightly in the principal thoroughfare, 
hooting the shopkeepers whose establishments were 
open after the fatal hour, smashing their windows 
with road-metal, and sadly interfering with the traffic. 
Efforts were made to create similar disturbances in 
other parts, but without success. A riotous disturb- 
ance has also taken place at Woodend, a country town 
in Victoria, not through any legislativ act, however, 
but in consequence of a Freethought lecture which 
was delivered there. Mr. Joseph Symes paid a visit 
to that sanctified district last month, and delivered, 
or attempted to deliver, a Freethought lecture; but 
it was more than they could endure. Freethought 
logic is a tough article for a cultured clergyman to 
tackle, and it is no wonder that the Woodend people 
should find it rather a heavy strain on their endur- 
ance. However, they brought their own arguments 
to bear against the lecturer’s, but unfortunately their 
arguments were of a coarser kind, and consisted of 
stones, pepper, and rotten eggs, which they did not 
fail to hurl at him. They were more saintly than 
civilized. My. Symes and his friends had to fight 
their way back the best way they could, and make for 
their lodgings. He intended to visit another town 
in the vicinity of Woodend a few days later, but he 
was too unwell. The Salvation Army mustered in 
full force to receive him, no doubt anticipating a glo- 
rious scrimmage, but they were disappointed. A 
few days afterward, he had sufficiently regained his 
strength to revisit the religious hot-bed. He spoke 

^ for about half an hour, but could not make himself 
heard above the howls of these wild maniacs, and 


ultimately had’ to desist. There was no further dis- 
turbance on that occasion, as the lecture was deliv- 
ered in broad daylight; on the former occasion the 
mantle of night had lent its aid to the malice of these 
“imps of darkness.” 

Since that little episode another gentleman has ex- 
perienced somewhat similar treatment at the hands of 
the disciples of **the prince of peace,” this time at Parra- 
matta, Sydney, N. S. W. Mr. W. H. McNamara took 
occasion to reply to one of Christianity's defenders a 
few Sundays ago, and was proceeding to vindicate the 
character of Thomas Paine and the heroes of the 
French Revolution, when the mob made a rush at 
him, and commenced to yell and hoot at him with a 
vehemence characteristic of these “ gentle lambs” of 
a celebrated shepherd, in order to drown the speak- 
ers voice. The devoted advocate of ancient igno- 
rance waved his Bible exultingly in the air, and 
helped to swell the hubbub. He and some others 
commenced “ orating," and after a while the defender 
of Freethought had to leave the ground, followed by 
a hooting and jeering mob. Last Sunday he again 
stood the ordeal, and, I am informed, with still more 
disastrous results, 

Mr. Symes is continuing his activ lecturing propa- 
ganda, and his utterances are as keenly appreciated 
as ever. On Sunday last he delivered an admirable 
lecture before a large and enthusiastic audience upon 
* Home Rule for Ireland: Its pros and cons.” He 
has been asked to publish it and also to re-deliver it 
in the Melbourne Town Hall, if it can be obtained. 

Mr. W. W. Collins, who has lately visited these 
shores, has fully realized, if not exceeded, the expec- 
tations formed of him. His pleasant manner and well- 
chosen language hav won him admirers in each state 
he has visited, while his well-stored mind and reten- 
tiv memory make him a valued worker, whom our 
New South Wales friends will- not feel readily dis- 
posed to part with. He has already plunged into the 
journalistic line by starting a new Freethought 
paper, the only one, I believe, now existing in New 
South Wales. Another one has been contemplated, 
but I do not think it has yet seen the light. Mr. 
Collins's paper is entitled, Zhe Freethinker and New 
South Wales Reformer. Each number is illustrated. 

The Lationalist of New Zealand is still struggling 
along bravely, and, although it has been beset with 
“ups and downs" in its brief career, its indefatigable 
editor, Mr. Joseph Evison, still continues to keep it 
to the front. 

À new society has been recently started in Sydney, 
bearing the name of the Australasian Freethought 
Union. Dr. J. L. York and Mr. Thomas Walker are 
the leading movers in it. A Freethought Society 
has also been started recently at Gosford (N. S. W.). 
The movement is also being energetically pushed on 
in Newcastle, Lambton, Goulburn, and the Hunter 
River District in the same colony, and in Ballarat, 
Sandhurst, and Bairnsdale in Victoria—a new Secu- 
lar Society having been formed at the latter place. 
Adelaide plods along in its quiet, steady way, and 
would almost be forgotten were it not for its frequent 
“nnemployed” demonstrations. 

Great interest is taken in the expected visit of Mr. 
Charles Bradiaugh to these shores, and each cology 
is activly making arrangements for his reception. 

An extraordinary scene took place last month at a 
Presbyterian church in Grafton (N. S. W.). Five 
members of the congregation called a meeting, when 
they resolved to take possession of the church and 
depose the minister. They accordingly fastened all 
the church doors, and when the parson and the con- 
gregation made their appearance on the following 
Sunday they were, of course, unable to enter. After 
beseeching in vain to be admitted, the parson pro- 
cured an ax and burst open one of the doors, when 
some one inside struck him a tremendous blow on the 
temple with the clenched fist, the blood streaming 
down his face. There was instantly a violent scrim- 
mage of men and women, which was said to “baffle 
description.” Eventually the parson and his fol- 
lowers succeeded in ousting the five obstructiv mem- 
bers, and, after cleaning himself as well as he was 
able, the unfortunate cleric went on with his service. 

You will recollect that a short time ago a case of 
Trura SEEKER publication was seized by the Victoria 
custom house. officers, and Mr. Terry, who was im- 
porting them, had great difficulty in obtaining them. 


A week or two ago the same gentleman landed a few 


English publieations, among which were a few copies 
of & London Unitarian magazine, edited. by J. P. 
Hopps, and entitled, The Truth Seeker. The official 
confounded it, and still persists in confounding it, 
with the much-hated Troura SzrkER in which this 
letter appears, and seized the whole case! 

S. Yarra, Melbourne, Aus. Davin A. ANDRADE. 


— a 
Justus Somwan, the Anarchist Socialist, facially resembles 
the celebrated picture of Jesus Christ. A writer in the Bos- 


‘ton Herald says that to maintain this reputation, he studi- 


ously, but without outward affectation, adjusts the volume 
and dress of his hair as nicely in conformity with the great 
painting as though it hung suspended above his toilet table. 
When his confreres, in the heated discussions of the evening, 
maintain that Christ was in principle a Socialist, the argu- 
ment ends by pointing to Schwab, with the loud exclamation: 
** Da habben Sie es /—There you hav it? — . : 


Canadian Notes. 


“Woman: Past, Present, and Future,” was the 
subject of Mrs. Reynolds’s lecture last Sunday 
evening, and the large audience in attendance were 
manifestly well pleased with the able manner in 
which she handled ‘what was in some respects a 
rather delicate subject to deal with, especially so in 
dealing with the women of the Bible. To Mrs. 
Reynolds belongs the credit of being the first lady . 
who has had the ability and pluck to stand before a 
Canadian audience composed largely of her own sex, 
and to show them to what extent they are indebted 
to Christian teaching and Bible superstition for 
woman’s degradation in the past, and many of the 
disabilities under which she labors at present. 

As a gentleman in the audience afterward re- 
marked, “ It was a pity the lecture was not delivered 
in the Metropolitan church.” This remark will be 
appreciated when I state that the average attendance 
at that institution is three thousand, fully two-thirds 
of whom are women. 

However, there were quite a number of ladies 
(strangers) present, who no doubt went away taking 
with them considerable food for thought. A vote of 
thanks at the close of the lecture was unanimously 
and most enthusiastically carried, many of the audi- 
ence remaining to congratulate the lecturer, and 
also to say good-bye, this being her last lecture here 
for the present. 

As before remarked, friend Reynolds is to be con- 
gratulated on having so able a partner in the lecture 
business, and it is to be hoped he will use his influ- 
ence to keep his wife in the field. He tells us that 
this was a sort of trial trip, and if so he certainly has 
nothing to complain of. Mrs. Reynolds's lectures hav 
been well received ; both the matter and the manner are 
first-class, and we can heartily recommend her to the 
friends in the States. 

We want more women in our movement; their 
numbers are the strength of Christianity ; their lack 
of numbers among us the weakness of Secularism ; 
and perhaps there is no better remedy for this state 
of affairs than to render all possible aid and encour- 
agement to those women who hav the ability and 
pluck to take the platform in the face of the fearful 
odds of fashion and popular prejudice. 

Mr. Reynolds lectured last night (Thursday) to a 
fair audience, and will giv his last lecture of this 
course next Sunday, after which he goes to the States 
to start the summer Tent campaign. He went to 
Morrisburg, Ont., last Monday, being under an en- 
gagement there for three lectures, and has had a 
rather lively experience, having been prevented from 
lecturing by bigoted rascality inregard to the hall en- 
gagement, by intimidation and threats of personal 
violence. Tse Truta Seexer has no doubt got par- 
ticulars of the affair from Mr. Reynolds. He thinks 
of taking his Tent down there this summer; but if 
he goes without first getting his life insured, he is a 
more improvident aud reckless man than he looks. 

The old adage that “Satan finds mischief for idle 
hands” is truly confirmed by the actions of the 
Toronto Ministerial Association. Having nothing 
better to occupy their time, they make themselvs 
ridiculous by passing all sorts of silly resolutions, 
and agitating for legislation with a view to making 
the people sober and virtuous by act of Parliament. 

They are determined that nobody but themselvs 
shall do any business on the blessed Sabbath; even 
the undertakers are to be shut up on that day, their 
latest freak being to call for united action by all the 
churches to put a stop to Sunday funerals. They 
consider it sinful in the sight of God for a man to fill 
up a grave on Sunday. 

If this isn’t running absurdity into the ground, 
what is it? It would seem that, to carry out this 
idea, they will hav to legislate to prevent people from 
dying on Friday, and then no doubt they will en- 
deavor by law to prevent people from being born on 
Sunday, and so on ad—rot! 

It has probably never occurred to these fanatics 
that there are cases where the keeping of a body 
over Sunday is likely to spread contagion and death 
among the community. 

For the last year the city government, under pres- 
sure from this same ministerial association, has been 
trying to extirpate the social evil. Last week one of 
the city papers contained a statement to the effect 
that the good work had been nearly accomplished, the 
last “ house" had been raided, and the inmates given 
a week to leave the city. Immediately below this, in 
the same column, was an account of the finding of 
the dead body of a new-born infant in an ash-barrel, 
and two others hav been found, one in a lane, the 
other in a back yard, during the past week. Can it 
be possible that these circumstances bear the rela- 
tion to each other of cause and effect ? All medical 
men agree that to attack a disease that breaks out on 
the surface with the idea of driving it back will only 
cause it to break out again in some other and, per- 
haps, more malignant form. The social evil is a can- 
cer on the body politic, but it is in the blood, gentle- 
men, and you must attack it from within. Take the 
sage's advice, and if you would reform young men, 
begin with the mothers twenty years before the 
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young men are born. When you pay half as much 
attention to the raising of human beings as you do 
to raising cattle, the race will improve; and as long 
as you preach and teach that the blood of Christ 
cleanses from all sin, as long as you place a premium 
upon crime by teaching that man can sin until the 
last hour, and by then taking an imaginary bath in 
this blood go straight to glory, just so long will you 
hav the social and all other evils to contend with. 
Here endeth the first lesson. Kanucx. 
Toronto, May 21, 1886. 
i e 
The Chicago Troubles. 


I left our Union to catch the cars the first Sunday 
evening in May (just after the semi-annual election of 
officers) for a brief trip through Michigan, little 
dreaming of the tergible notoriety some familiar 
names were shortly to achieve in connection with 
inciting to or committing crime. Several promi- 
nent in their efforts to “impeach” your humble 
servant were arrested, besides the unfortunates who 
are “indicted.” Mrs. Holmes (nee Swank), Mrs. 
Ames, and the redoubtable A. H. Simpson were ar- 
rested, but I believe hav all been released. Had 
those parties still been members of our society the 
whole Secular movement would hav received a blow 
from which it would hav been extremely difficult to 
recover. . 

Nevertheless, the ministers are howling that An- 
archism is only the ripe fruit of Infidelity; that 
Atheism and Anarchism are synonymous; that In- 
fidelity will hav to be suppressed before Anarchism can 
be stamped out ; and last Monday’s Methodist minis- 
ters’ meeting resolved to the effect that the blame for 
the so-called Haymarket riot should be chargeable to 
Robert Ingersoll. Chicago seems to hav become an 
overgrown lunatic asylum, and press and pulpit (the 
Jerald excepted) vie with each other in suggesting 
the most diabolical means for the punishment of the 
indicted persons even before they hav had a hearing. 
That saintly organ of Sam Jones, the Inter- Ocean, 
prints approvingly a communication suggesting that 
an immense dried-beef cutter should be procured; 
that the most innocent should be taken first, and, 
commencing at the feet, they should be sliced up, 
slice by slice, until they reach the crown of the head, 
and the rest of the victims be compelled to watch this 
sickening process until their turn came. This verit- 
able blood-tub, who out-Nero’s Nero, signs such an 
atrocious diabolism in the name of “Justice.” O 
justice! then indeed thou art fled to brutish beasts, 
and men hav lost their reason. For this ferocity we 
cannot but feel more sympathy with these Anarchists 
than if there had been the slightest disposition to do 
them justice. You know how I regard the criminal 
folly of those who hav been dubbed dynamiters ; but 
the ruffianism of the police, the injustice of the press, 
and the frenzy of the pulpit hav made me feel more 
consideration for those old confreres than I hav felt 
for along time. Through this circumstance, every- 
thing progressiv they will attempt to suppress. I 
hav heard that all communications seeking to calm 
public excitement against them hav been refused 
publication in nearly all the city papers, and people 
dare not say & word against the police on a cat, or 
they are dragged to the station. Every one with a 
grain of sense knows there was less reason for the 
police being the aggressors on this occasion than at 
hundreds of similar meetings held in this city without 
interference during the past two or three years. 
While these Anarchists hav used very violent 
language, no one acquainted with them supposes them 
likely to put their threats into execution. That only 
one bomb was thrown puts the question of a con- 
certed plan out of all probability, and it is likely that 
some unbalanced follower determined to do some- 
thing on his own account. 

That the wild vagaries of Anarchism hav gained 
any foothold in Chicago is directly attributable to 
the daily press. If anything, they are more culpable 
than the Anarchists. If their (the Anarchists’) utter- 
ances were treasonable and indictable before a hand- 
ful of listeners, how much worse to disseminate those 
utterances among tens of thousands, merely for the 
sake of a sensation ; and this is what the press has 
done day after day, week after week, until, inflated by 
this notoriety, each of those speakers becomes more 
and more reckless. The Chicago press want a sensa- 
tion—either Sam Jones sensationalism, which is re- 
ligious slush or frenzy, or Anarchistic sensationalism, 
which is a labor frenzy. Let a good, sound, scientific 
lecture be given, and they hav not a word to say— 
nothing, if they cannot ridicule it. Our editorial 


idiots (the Herald excepted) mix Anarchism and So- 


cialism so inextricably that little of what they say is 
worthy of credence, especially since that bomb was 
thrown. People’s houses hav been ransacked by the 
police without law or warrant, but merely on suspi- 
cion of containing Anarchistic literature. Had they 
called on me and discovered the 'TRuT& SEEKER car- 
toons, the holy mother church would hav doubtless 
got me “on the list" For Rome rules this city as 
well as New York. E. A. Srevens. 
Chicago, IU., May 25tb. : 


Mr. Appleton’s Tribute to Mr. Andrews. 


To rue Eprror or Tat Truru Seexer, Sir: There 
is to me a peculiar soul-felt loss in the death of 
Stephen Pearl Andrews. I seem to hav been bereft 
of a sort of spiritual and intellectual father in this 
sad announcement, and beg to put on record through 
your columns my appreciation of one who, I believe, 
taken all in all, carried the heaviest intellect on this 
continent, if not on any other. 

Without immodesty I may perhaps be allowed to 
say that I hav played some little part in shaping the 
advanced thought of the times, but at every step, as 
my intellectual methods developed, I leaned upon Mr. 
Andrews for instruction, and was made mentally 
whole in many a thought-dilemma by his wonderful 
analytical powers. Once upon my telling him that I 
could not quite understand him, he replied character- 
istically: ^I am not trying to hav you understand 
me, but rather to hav you understand yourself, which 
is your chief concern.” I confess that no man has 
ever helped me to understand myself and find my own 
intellectual bearings as has Mr. Andrews. 

When I see the papers filled with the goings and 
comings of rum-eaten politicians, military butchers, 
official rogues, canting divines, and little 6x10 frauds 
of every description, while this grand mental and 
moral figure goes out of the world almost unnoticed, 
or is booked by the “ public judgments ” as a crank, 
how miserably cheap a thing becomes what is called 
public opinion! How infinitly contemptible is the 
butchery and vulgarity of Grant, the low political 
cunning of Garfield, and the gilded ecclesiastical har- 
lotry of McClosky, beside the record of this devoted 
teacher of the teachers, who patiently and laboriously 
gave his life to truth, and counted the shining prizes 
of society as naught beside the achievement of lodg- 
ing the seeds of eternal truth in places where they 
would bring forth a higher life and a grander human- 
ity after he had gone hence. 

Whatever I may in the future be able to achieve 
for right thinking and truer social life, I shall ever 
carry with me the silent and grateful acknowledgment 
of what Stephen Pearl Andrews has done for my 
mental development, and hold in kind remembrance 
the tender, generous, and hearty spirit in which he 
bestowed upon all the benefits of his rare intellectual 
training and gathered wisdom. Henry ÅPPLETON. 

Boston, May 23, 1886. 
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Jamieson’s Type Shorthand. 


To THE Eprror or Tue Taurg Serger, Sir: For 
more than twenty years I hav been at work, from 
time to time, to devise an instrument for reporting 
speech legibly and accurately. I was not particular 
who invented it, so when Édison's phonograph, or 
“talking machine,” appeared, I concluded that the ex- 
pected machine had arrived. It proved a toy. The 
stenograph was next in order. It was another; 
although fairly good work may be done with it. But 
it is lacking in speed and legibility. 

In 1868 (eighteen years ago), while in Havana, Ill., 
filling a six months’ engagement, I imparted my idea 
of the possibility of reporting speech by machinery 
to Dr. James Boggs. The result was not satisfac- 
tory. 

In January, while stopping with my friends, Mr. 
and Mrs. Heald, Burlington Junction, Mo., the 
thoughts became clear and irresistible, and I began 
to reduce them to writing (in phonography) saying 
nothing to anybody until the plan was matured. 
Yesterday, April 27th, I received my papers from the 
commissioner of patents through my attorneys, 
Messrs. Munn & Co., of the Scientific American. I 
hav also received from the librarian of Congress my 
copyright of title to “Class Book of Type Short- 
hand.” 

This summer, while traveling and lecturing, I will 
be engaged in perfecting the invention during my 
study hours. If I do not attain a speed surpassing 
that of the pen or pencil of the stenographer no one 
need expect me to offer to teach it. In legibility it 
eclipses anything ever devised in shorthand. 

My purpose is to make the acquisition of the art of 
reporting so easy and so plain that school-children can 
readily acquire it. 

Iam too familiar with the history of science, in- 
vention, and discoveries in general to expect a hos- 
pitable reception for my art from the old phonog- 
raphers, albeit I hav a few tried friends among them. 
My champions will be the young. 

By the way, you kindly published a letter of mine 
last January, entitled * Liberal Leaves.” I hav re- 
ceived several letters concerning that recommenda- 
tion to the Secular Union to do something practical. 
Is the Union in existence for the mere purpose of 
sending one or two missionaries out lecturing and 


organizing a few auxiliaries, and holding an annual 


convention to listen to a few set speeches? If so, 
Liberalism makes a very large expenditure of money 
for very meager results. 

Far better invest money for back numbers of TuE 
Truru Seexer, Boston Jnvestigator, and other Lib- 
eral journals, for free distribution at the hands of our 
public lecturers. Reissue a large number of the 


best tracts by Bennett, Denton, selections from 
Wixon, Slenker, Gardener, Severance, Lake, Colby, 
Gibson, Ingersoll, Chadwick, Bradford, and others. 
As a lecturer, I will take pleasure in scattering broad- 
cast the writings of these people among the orthodox, 
who seldom, or never, read our literature, nor listen 
to our lecturers. 

Why can we not do more to get the writings of 
Miss Wixon, Mrs. Slenker, Mr. Putnam, and others, 
into the hands of orthodox children ? 

We must domore for the rising generation. The 
opinionated, middle-aged, and rapidly-passing-away 
old people are convinced of their youthful supersti- 
tion at a time when the enthusiasm of youth has died 
out. Hence the apathy of Liberals in public work 
for others; their standard expression, “Let others 
find out their follies as we hav." 

Let us save the young from the torments of Chris- 
tian dogmas. Is there any better plan than I hav 
proposed? Let us hear what it is. 

Alexandria, Minn., W. F. JAMIESON. 
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Heaven for Murderers. 


As a recent illustration of the demoralizing effect 
of the Christian scheme of atonement, I take the case 
of Wilson, a negro, hanged in Missouri two or three 
weeks ago for the peculiarly deliberate and atrocious 
murder of his companion, of whom he was jealous. 
On the scaffold, among other things, he said: “I am 
the sorriest man to-day living on the globe, but not 
because I must die—not at all—but for the one who 
is gone, for whom I pay the death penalty. I am 
sorry for her because she had no chance, as I hav, 
for eternity.” 

No emphasis could add aught to the terrible im- 
port of these words. Read them, Christian divines, 
and blush for your creed. It was yous creed that 
led this ignorant creature to believe that, because Ae 
had given his victim “ no chance" when he shot her 
down, therefore his and your God should giv her 
* no chance” in the hereafter. It was your creed that 
had filled his brain with the poisonous thought that 
it was better to be a murderer than to be murdered; 
that taught him to measure the transient pains of the 
* death penalty" against the infinit agonies of an un- 
ending hell; it was your creed that taught him to 
say that he hoped God would bless the young men 
present * as he has blessed me." 

How had God blessed this murderer? Why, by 
making him a murderer, and thus giving him a - 
* chance" to repent and be saved, while his victim, 
not having any “chance” to repent, as she had mur- 
dered no one, plunges straight to hell Did you 
make a remark to the effect that no one's life would 
be safe were it not for the “Christian civilization?” 
I am aiming this interrogatory at you, Rev. C. B. 
Taylor, of the Congregational church of Valley Falls. 

Some tender-hearted Liberals are much hurt by the 
Truru SEEKER pictures. No doubt Mr. Heston’s car- 
toon in the May 1st issue will shock the good people. 
In the lower part of the picture we see a jail, a scaf- 
fold, and upon the latter stands the condemned crim- 
inal, his legs and arms pinioned, and the rope around 
his neck. Back of him stands the sheriff, black cap 
in hand. In front of him is'the robed priest, the 
crucifix in his right hand, the outstretched index 
finger of his left pointing upward. This is Scene 1, 
the Departure. : 

Scene 2, the Arrival (fifteen minutes later), occu- 
pies the upper part of the page. Angels are greet- 
ing the “late lamented” of earth. Their wings are 
full size, while those of the new member of the choir 
celestial are just sprouting from his shoulders. One 
white-garmented and aureole-crowned being hands 
him a harp, and another puts upon his head a halo, 
while Guiteau comes with a wreath in his hand. 
Rugg, the negro wife-murderer, is playing upon his 
harp, and the recording angel is registering the name 
of the new arrival, who, but for the whiteness of his 
face, might reasonably be supposed to be the late Mr. 
Wilson, of Missouri. 

Now, I respectfully say to Mr. Luse, Mrs. Lenont, 
and all others who object to cartooning the absurdi- 
ties and barbarities of the old faith, that so long as 
Christianity shall giv birth to such monstrous immo- 
ralities as those mouthed by Wilson and hundreds of 
other criminals, and which hav abundant sanction in 
the Bible and in the creeds of most of the churches, 
every weapon of satire, sarcasm, ridicule, and carica- 
ture is legitimate, and perfectly proper to be used; 
and therefore I heartily exclaim, Clearness to the 
eye fertility to the artistic imagination, and skill to 
the hand of Watson Heston, and may his tribe 
increase |— E. C. Walker in Lucifer. 

———— $9 9———————— 

A WRITER in the Brooklyn Times notes that ‘‘ Thomas 
Paine, as the pamplieteer engaged by Congress to agitate 
political questions in the early period of the Revolutionary 
war, was the first man to earn a livelihood in this country by 
the pen.” 


——-9— 

Trg Evening Bulletin, San Francisco, Cal., of May 5th, 
prints an item under the heading of ** Oakland. Brevities,” in 
which it is stated that suit for divorce has been brought by 
George Chainey against Martha A. Chainey: ¿o.us tok 
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The Impudence of Catholicism. 


The people of Cloud county, Kansas, hav just been 
treated to a rare specimen of ecclesiastical impudence 
by the Christians of Concordia. It seems, in the 
words of a resolution adopted at a meeting of the 
churches of Concordia, that “the Catholic bishop of 
the great state of Kansas, as well as those who with 
him hav charge of the widely-diversified interest of 
that church, hav been looking with watchful interest 
over the middle.and northwestern portions of that 
state for a suitable place for the center of one or 
more dioceses, and hav been attracted to the beautiful 
city of Concordia, which sits nestled in a rich valley 
almost surrounded with picturesque hills of the 
proper elevation for the location of a college, cathe- 
`” dral, hospital, or any other edifice needed to round 
out the most extensiv see ;” and, with the thrifty busi- 
. ness habits of the managers of the Catholic church, 
the bishop and his aids bethought them of a scheme 
to reduce the cost of these buildings to a minimum. 
The proposition of the bishop was that the people of 
Concordia should present the church with $5,500 to 
enable * Father Perrier and the trustees of the Cath- 
olic church of Notre Dame of Concordia, Kansas, to 
purchase an eligible and suitable site for college and 
cathedral groufhds for said church.” 

Private subscriptions to the amount desired not 
being forthcoming, the priest called a meeting in one 
of the halls of Concordia, which was attended by a 
considerable number of the inhabitants. After the 
priest had explained the object of the meeting, 
Speeches were made by several gentlemen in favor of 
raising the money somehow. At last a happy plan 
was hit upon. Concordia has just issued several 
thousand dollars’ worth of bonds to raise money to 
build new water-works, and these bonds are now be- 
ing marketed by the authorities. The meeting there- 
fore passed & resolution as follows: 


** Resolved, That it is the sense of this meeting that if need 
_ be, and to expedite prompt action in this matter, that thecity 
council be authorized and requested to borrow said amount 
of $5,500, from the water-works fund as soon as said bonds 
shall be cashed.” 

A committee was also appointed to make sure that 
the city council was informed of the “sense of the 
meeting,” and it strikes us that some such committee 
was absolutely necessary. The council otherwise 
would never hay learned that the meeting possessed 
any sense. 

But Concordia is blessed with quite an Infidel 
population, among them J. M. Hagaman, editor of 
the Kansas Blade. Although in a hopeless minority, 
: Mr. Hagaman bravely protested against the steal. 
The constitution of Kansas positivly prohibits taxa- 
tion for support of religion or religious institutions. 
Mr. Hagaman brought this fact to the attention of 
the meeting, and in his paper of the following week 
he said: 

‘The attempt to tax the people of this city to aid a relig- 
ious society, as was done last Monday night, was one of the 
most unwise, absurd, and high-handed outrages ever at- 
tempted. Of course the mayor and council will pay no 
attention to the action of the mecting, as to comply with its 
request would be to violate their oaths of office, and to sub- 
ject them to imprisonment. In the mean time the public 
should keep a close look upon those aspiring gentlemen who 
- are trying to steal the water-works money, and to tax them 
for the support of religion and church edifices. If they can 
tax us to build churches, why may they not tax us to sup- 
port their preachers ?” 

With the constitution on his side, Mr. Hagaman 
will probably be able to prevent the consummation of 
this attempt to fasten fifty-five hundred dollars of 
debt upon the city. If alone he is unable to do it, 


he should appeal for help from all over the country. 


“An injury to one is the concern of all.” 
———__ +. 


A Test that All Christians Fail Under. 

While the genial and energetic secretary of. the 
American. Secular Union is out among the Mormons 
endeavoring to remove from their minds the super- 
stition which keeps them slaves to priests, the at- 
tacked hierarchy has sent recruiting emissaries East. 
Seven Mormon missionaries began, week before last, a 
proselyting crusade among the people of Pennsylva- 
nia. Their first effort was made near Fayette City, 
in Washington township. The meetings were largely 
attended and a great many converts were made 
among the illiterate Christians of the community. 
This aroused another portion of the citizens, and 
efforts were made to induce the missionaries to 
leave the place. The last meeting held by the 
Mormons was the largest of all. Many people were 


impressed by the sermon, wherein the preacher 


claimed supernatural aid, saying that in the fulfil- 
ment of scripture he could drink deadly things and 
handle serpents. The prospect of converting more 
ignorant Christians was flattering. 

At the conclusion of -the services Barker Clay- 
baugh, a justice of the peace, obtained the floor. He 
produced a glass containing a solution of arsenic, 
which he challenged the preacher to drink. The 
preacher refused to submit to the test, and Clay- 
baugh branded him as an impostor. The meeting 
broke up in a great tumult, during which clubs, stones, 
and other missils were used on the missionaries. 
They fied for their lives, but were so closely pursued 
by the mob that they implored the protection of the 
justice, who succeeded in calming the turmoil and 
conducting them in safety to their stopping-place. 


Irresistibly one is reminded by this occurrence of the’ 


heathen lashing their gods because the representativs 
of divinity hav failed to please them. It seems that 
the Pennsylvania Christians actually believed what 
the preacher told them, until an Infidel came forward 
to apply the test. "Then their idol was shattered, and 
they turned upon him -and would hav torn him limb 
from limb had not the skeptic protected him from 
their wrath. Heathen act in the same way. 
Probably few of the mob knew that the missionary 
was but claiming for himself a sincere and unfalter- 
ing trust in Christ, and that the offering of the 
poison by the skeptic was an overturning of holy 
writ. It is related in the last chapter of Mark that 
after his resurrection Jesus appeared to the eleven 
and upbraided them for their unbelief and hardness 
of heart in not crediting the story of his resurrection: 
** And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature.. He that believeth and 
is baptized shall be saved ; but he that believeth not shall be 
damned. And these signs shall follow them that believe: In 
my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with 
new tongues; they shall take up serpents; and if they drink 
any deadly thing it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands 
on the sick, and they shall recover. 
“So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was 
received up into heaven, and sat at the right hand of God." 
There was the Mormon missionary's authority ; 
there is the measure of every man's Christianity. 
Either Christ went to his father with a lie upon his 
lips, or Christians are proof against poison. How 
many followers of Jesus wil stand the test? Not 
one. Like the Mormon missionary, they are hypo- 
crits. They deny their savior; they doubt God him- 
self, and their fate is pronounced by Christ: “He 
that believeth not shall be damned." A cheerful 


prospect for a good many besides the Mormons ! 
o 


What’s In a Name? 

If any of our readers are familiar with the London 
Truth Seeker they will be amused at the report of 
our correspondent that the Australian customs author- 
ities hav refused to deliver to the much-persecuted 
Mr. Terry a case of books because a few numbers of 
that magazine were among them. 

Our London namesake is the mildest kind of a 
Unitarian periodical, one of the prunes and prism 
sort, with its heresy sugar-coated a mile deep. A 
careful perusal of only one number would leave the 
reader in doubt whether the editor had any settled 
convictions upon theological matters, and never would 
it be suspected that he is an Infidel. The collector 
need not fear; the church cares nothing for that sort 
of Infidelity, and he can do his master no good by 
suppressing it. 

There is one thing in connection with the acts of 
this custom-house official that fills us with wonder ; 


which is, that he has been left so long in a compara- 
tivly obscure position. So extraordinarily intelligent 
a man certainly deserves promotion. Genius must 
be unappreciated in Australia. : i 


— c 
The Prison for Anarchists on General Principles. 


Six months ago it was the popular thing to sneer 
at the Anarchists, and Communists, and Socialists as 
long-haired reformers, lunatics, fanatics. Six weeks 
ago it became popular to denounce them as incen- 
diaries, traitors, murderers, thieves.: This last came 
about through the acts of a few men in Chicago, and 
a few in Milwaukee. It is by no means certain that 
in the latter place the people were not more sinned 
against than sinning, while it is certain that in 
Chicago the police were thg aggressors, and clubbed 
and shot many innocent people for the acts of a few 
insane foreigners. But the great American nation 
has been frightened into fits, and blatant preachers 
and sensational newspaper writers hav taken advan- 
tage of the situation to do a great deal of blood- 
curdling writing. The police, as usual, hav proved 
expert liars. In Chicago they hav found bombs at 
every turn—if we believe them. Scarcely a square 
yard of sidewalk, from the lake to the center of the 
state, but that has been undermined, and the space 
used to store dynamite—if the police are truthful. 
The water in all the gutters ripples over long lengths 
of gaspipe plugged with pine, and filled with the 
deadly chemicals that are to blow Chicago skyward 
—if we let the police tell the story. A clamor has 
been raised that drowns all words of soberness. 
The American people are drunk on Anarchy. 

It is this childish hubbub over the Chicago and 
Milwaukee fracases, and a stupefaction of moral 
sense, that has convicted John Most in this city. Mr. 
Most is not a savory personage, and it is far from 
popular to saya good word for him, but nevertheless 
he is as much a victim as any political prisoner now 
rotting in Siberia’s mines. -Most was indicted and 
tried for inciting to riot, and has been found guilty. 
But when our authorities seriously and soberly con- 
sider his case, they will find they hav played the part 
of tyrants. When aman is put in jail, the first ques- 
tion asked by the people is, What has he done? In 
the case of Most and his confreres, the only answer 
can be that he talked! Twenty-five, yea, five years 
hence, we predict that the people will regard this 
conviction as repugnantly as they now do the convic- . 
tions of Abner Kneeland and D. M. Bennett. 

The substance of Most's remarks at the meeting 
on the 23d of April was that the workingmen should 
arm themselvs. As he put it in his address to the 
jury which convicted him, he said: 

“The capitalistic classes are well armed. The police, 
their servants, are well armed. Only the workingmens hav 
empty hands. 'There hav been dono lately terrible things 
against workingmens, women, and children, not only by the 
special police, but by the private police of the Pinkerton 
institution, bought, piece by piece, for $5, like in, East St. 
Louis, to kill peaceful men and women. To a peaceful 
assembly there come the $5-a-day hirelings of Jay Gould, 
hired for the very purpose to kill anybody, with repeating 
rifles; and perhaps, gentlemens, they didn’t cost $12, but 
$25. Then I explained what kind of arms were to be had. 
I said: 'In the Constitution of the United States of North 
America there is no specification as to arms, no exclusion. 
You can hay a caunon if you please, and, of course, a bomb 
if you please. You can hava rifle. They hav made a law 
against concealed weapons. "Therefore don't conceal them. 
Show them, free and open.' " ' 

This sort of talk is foolish in the extreme, but if 
the existence of the American Republic is threatened 
by it, why, the American Republic is in a bad way. 
Some of the witnesses against Most swore to curious 
evidence. One said that Most advised the throwing 
of vitriol out of windows upon people. As the speech 
was in German, the witness was asked to repeat the 
actual word uttered by Most. The witness said 
vitriol. The word used was schwefelsaüre. Another 
witness said Most referred to the Chicago riots and 
advocated a like insurrection on the part of the 
workingmen of New York. Most delivered his 
harang on the 23d of April. The Chicago riot oc- 
curred in May ! 

On the Fourth of July and other patriotic occa- 
sions America is lauded as the land of the free, and 
the effete monarchies of Europe are vigorously de- 
nounced. But the American eagle is screaming to 
little purpose, and must be set down as a very hypo- 
critical bird, no better than a turkey-buzzard, if 
every man who pulls a feather from its tail is to be 
shut up in jail. The eagle and the orators must roost 
considerably lower on the fourth of next month if 
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Most’s conviction stands. .It is the most unjust legal 


proceeding that has happened within many months. 
to 


The Love of God. 

In a recent issue of the Forum Monsignor Preston 
has definitly set forth what the Roman Catholics 
want in the matter of public schools. In concluding 
his statement Mr. Preston asks: * Why not let the 
gentle hand of religion, guided by the love of God, 
do its part in the commonwealth ?" 

There are, it seems to us, several reasons why the 
“gentle hand of religion” should be kept out of gov- 
` ernmental affairs, and the love of God refused per- 

mission to guide the nation. In the first place the. 
hand of religion is not gentle, and, in the second, the 
love of God is synonymous with hatred of man. A 
gentleman of rather higher eminence in the commun- 
. ity than "Thomas S. Preston has stated the reasons 
why the proposition is untenable: *In the name of 
God every possible crime has been committed, every 
conceivable outrage has been perpetrated. Brave 
men, tender and loving women, beautiful girls, and 
prattling babes hav been exterminated in the name 
of Jesus Christ. For more than fifty generations the 
church has carried the black flag. Her vengeance 
has been measured only by her power. During all 
these years of infamy no heretic has ever been for- 
given. With the heart of a fiend she has hated ; 
with the clutch of avarice she has grasped; with the 
jaws of a dragon she has devoured ; pitiless as famin, 
merciless as fire, with the conscience of a serpent; 
. such is the history of the church of God.” 

A few of the deeds committed by the “ gentle hand 
of religion, guided by the love of God,” may not in- 
appropriately be specified, as a further reason why 
Mr. Preston’s suggestion should not be too speedily 
acted upon: “In 1208 the Inquisition was estab- 
lished. Seven years afterward the fourth council of 
the Lateran enjoined all kings and rulers to swear an 
oath that they would exterminate heretics from their 
dominions. The sword of the church was unsheathed, 
and the world was at the mercy of ignorant and in- 
furiated priests, whose eyes feasted upen the agonies 
they inflicted. Acting, as they believed, or pretended 
to believe, under the command of God; stimulated 
by the hope of infinit reward in another world—hat- 
ing heretics with every drop of their bestial blood; 
savage -beyond description; merciless beyond con- 
ception—these infamous priests, in a kind of frenzied 
joy, leaped upon the helpless victims of their rage. 
They crushed their bones in iron boots; tore their 
quivering flesh with iron hooks and pincers; cut off 
their lips and eyelids; pulled out their nails, and into 
the bleeding quick thrust needles; tore out their 
tongues ; extinguished their eyes; stretched them 
upon racks; flayed them alive; crucified them with 
their heads downward ; exposed them to wild beasts ; 


burned them at the stake; mocked their cries and 


groans; ravished their wives; robbed their children, 
and then prayed God to finish the holy work in hell. 

: The Catholic burned the Lutheran, the 
Lutheran burned the Catholic, the Episcopalian tor- 
tured the Presbyterian, the Presbyterian tortured 
the Episcopalian. Every denomination killed all it 
could of every other ; and each Christian felt in duty 
bound to exterminate every other Christian who 
denied the smallest fraction of his creed. . . . 
Giv any orthodox church the power, and to-day they 
would punish heresy with whip, and chain, and fire. 
As long as a church deems a certain belief essential 
to salvation, just so long it will kill and burnif it has 
the power.” |: 

From this Mr. Preston can see why it would be in- 
expedient, at this time, to let the gentle hand of 
religion—at least the Christian religion—do its part 


in the commonwealth. 
—— — 9 


Editorial Notes. 


Tar Observer advertises photographs of Irenæus, the an- 
cient editor of that pious organ, in sealed envelopes; which 
causes the wicked to wonder if there is anything about the 
pictures to cause their confiscation if sent in the usual way. 


W. W. Coins, the English Freethought lecturer who re- 
cently left England for Australia, has begun at Sydney the 
publication of a weekly journal called The Freethinker and 
New South Wales Reformer. Judging by the clergy’s hatred 
of Mr. Collins, he is an exceptionally able representativ of 
English Secularism. The first issue of his paper is very bright. 


A PRIEST in Australia was opposed to the election of a cer- 
tain candidate, and from his pulpit he ordered his people 
not to vote for him. Those who would not obey he de- 
nounced in these words:. ‘‘May the flesh rot from their 
hones, the grass wither under their feet, their homes be made 


desolate, and hell be depicted to their bosoms.” This did 
not occur in 1486, but in the year of our lord and savior 
eighteen hundred and eighty-six. 


Tue Spiritualists of Melbourne, Australia, are raising 
funds to build a $75,000 hall A children's progressiv 
lyceum and Spiritualistic lectures are to be maintained. 


Whar will the readers of the New York Observer say of it 
when.thcy find out, as they are sure to some time, that its 
“ seven activ editors" hav been wilfully, persistently, and 
knowingly lying to them, and concealing the truth about 
Thomas Paine? If this reaches the eye of any editor of the 
New York Observer, we trust the thought will giv him pause. 


Ix taking charge of the Sierra Valley Leader, Mr. Pritchard 
thus defines his religious position: ‘‘In all religions faith is 
the principal thing necessary, and my ‘bump’ of faith never 
developed, which was no fault of mine. I only desire to be 
honest with my conscience, and consequently am at the pres- 
ent time a Darwinian Evolutionist.” So! Another Infidel 
editor in the West. 


A RELIGIOUS paper whose editor was recently invited to 
make the lot of the prisoners in the Tombs in this city harder 
by preaching to them, reports that most of the accused peo- 
ple are Christians. Of the boys, ten out of twelve are Roman 
Catholics. Rum, he says, is the cause of seven-tenths of the 
crime committed by his temporary congregation. All of 
which, if true, is à very good argument against Rum and 
Romanism. 


THE religious business is better in some localities than in 
others. In Buffalo it seems, from the following reading 
notice, to be booming: ‘‘ We hav just received an invoice 
from New York and Philadelphia of religious goods, com- 
prising statuets, crucifixes, glass, brass, and onyx candle- 
Sticks, rosaries, holy water fonts, rosary cases, etc. New 
‘styles and reduced prices. Call and examin at Catholic Union 
and Times office.” 


Park Commissioner Borven advocated at the last meeting 
of the Park board a resolution forbidding all licensed amuse- 
ments in Central Park on Sundays. The resolution included 
sailing on the lake, riding in the goat wagons and the merry- 
go-rounds, and the use of the swings. The resolution was 
deservedly defeated, and Commissioner Borden's pious back- 
ers are much depressed. There will be music in the Park 
this summer on Sunday afternoons by Cappa’s Seventh Reg- 
iment band. : i 


Tur New York Sun says that the advocates of: increased 
pension payments ‘‘should be locked up, if it can be done 
lawfully.” The Sun has been, heretofore, a newspaper of 
brains und American ideas, but it seems to be losing its grip. 
There is altogether too much loose talk about locking folks 
up and suppressing freedom of speech floating around nowa- 
days. Because a few Anarchists of Chicago lost their heads 
is no reason why the whole American population should 
throw their reason overboard. 


Tux TRUTH SEEKER, 33 Clinton Place, N. Y., with our old 
friend E. M. Macdonald at the helm, is increasing in all 
good arid pleasant things each week. Its illustrations are a 
marked feature of the progressiv thought of the age, and are 
doing more to educate the people in the right direction than 
three times the space of reading matter. Our neighbor at 
Carthage, Mo., Mr. Heston, is doing a noble work, and de- 
serves the gratitude of all Freethinkers. His last cartoon, 
** Jesus Paid it All," in the May 15th number, speaks volumes, 
and ought to be carefully studied by all.—-AMissourt Liberal. 


Some of our readers may recollect that à few months ago a 
Hebrew correspondent of Tae TRUTH SEEKER charged that 
the Rev. Jacob Freshman was converted from Judaism to 
Christianity for the money there is in it. A Christian paper 
now publishes the following advertisment : 

THE REV. JACOB FRESHMAN, 
Son of a converted Jewish rabhi, will lecture in.................. 
ODiicssisiveus erre is at 8 o'clock. 
Suszzot: "The Jews: their Manners, Customs, Religious Ceremo- 
nies, Literature,” etc., etc. 

The lecturer will appear in the garb of a Jewish rabbi, and will 
exhibit all the articles used in Jewish worship. such as phylacte- 
ries, fringes, scroll of the law, etc. All Sabbath-school workers and 
all interested in God’s ancient people should not fail to attend. 

We are inclined to think from this rather circusy advertis- 
ment that our Hebrew correspondent was right. 


Ata meeting of Methodist ministers in Chicago recently 
the blame for the late riots in that city was all laid by the 
Rev. Mr. Fawcett upon the broad shoulders of Colonel Inger- 
soll. A citizen of Chicago thereupon wrote to the Herald 
asking for specific statements. He says: ‘Mr. Fawcett did 
not specify any time, place, or occasion where or when Colo- 
nel Ingersoll ever advised or encouraged any such wicked- 
ness, or any Violation of the law whatever. Is that fair? 
The accusation rebounds upon Mr. Fawcett and his order. I 
might content myself in a general way by referring to the 
many inflammatory Socialistic sermons that hav becn deliv- 
ered from the Chicago pulpit during the past year, and from 
other pulpits, too, but I will be fairer than Mr. Fawcett was, 
and present specifications: Three weeks ago, at the Method- 
ministers’ meeting here, a bishop mentioned a private citizen 
by name, and said that he ought ' to be taken by the nape of 
the neck and kicked all over the city of New York.’ Was 
that not urging passionate and revengeful men to violate the 
law? A few weeks ago & Methodist minister, occupying a 
national and lucrativ office, that of chaplain to the House of 
Representativs, offered a public prayer to God, in the pres- 
ence of Congress, in which he invoked a ‘ reign of terror,’ 
and gave thanks that although ‘for long the few hav mas- 
tered the many, because they understood the open secret— 
the tools to those who can use them—yet now the many hav 
learned the secret of organization, drill, and dynamite.’ I 


understand that Colonel Ingersoll is not in the habit of pray- 
ing, but is it not better for a man never to pray at all than 
to pray like that?” So far the heretic appears to hav the 
best of the argument. . 


Tne Bible is either inspired wholly by God, partly by God, 
or not at all by God. If wholly, then to doubt the truth of a 
single syllable is treason to the Almighty, and punishable by 
spiritual death—in other words, by a sojourn of eternity in 
sheol, revised version. If only partly inspired, then who is 
to decide which part? Somebody might believe in the wrong 
part, and thc conscquence would be fearful. If not at all 
inspired, then it is of far less use than Rollin’s Ancient His- 
tory and Shakspcre’s works. There is no foundation for the 
Christian religion, and the ministers are blind leaders of the 
blind. We commend these brief comments to the Rev. Dr. 
Kent, of Halifax, Nova Scotia, who is floundering around 
trying to subject the Bible to human reason, and at the same 
time save its alleged divine qualities. 


“ Lasr winter," writes Mr. Remsburg to Lucifer, ‘a Chris- 
tian clergyman said to me, ‘The most damnably corrupt 
institution in America is the Women's Christian Temperance 
Union. For brazen hypocrisy this and kindred Christian 
temperance associations hav certainly never been surpassed. 
Every honest and rational movement in favor of temperance 
is to be commended; but this nauseating stuff called * Bible 
temperance’ is unbearable. I hav long felt that this sham 
ought to be punctured. It has been done at last, and most 
effectually done, by the logical pen of E. C. Walker. His 
paper on ‘ Bible Temperance’ that has just appeared in Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER ought to be flaunted in the face of every 
hypocrit in the land." The papers by Mr. Walker to which 
Mr. Remsburg refers hav been put into pamphlet form, with 
cover, which sells for ten cents per copy. 


Dorine the year ending Oct. 31st last the Ohio penitentiary 
received 766 prisoners, whose religious antecedents were ns 
follows: 


, Swedenborgians............. seen " E 
| xuaker oo... cece cee eene 1 
Dunkards .. 4 
Hebrews............... 4 
Congregationalists ... 5 
Universalists.......... 10 
Disciples............... 21 
United Brethren............... 25 
Episcopal................ssse 98 
Presbyterian 58 
Lutheran............... usse 61 
Baptist................ R6 
Catholic ............. 188 
Mothodist; ;/.eresiree errat eese ere Ine Cu Ye Ven 221 
Number whose parents were not religious 53 


` Of those 766 criminals 622 had received a Sunday-school 
training, and 144 had not. 'The mental food furnished by 
the library of this prison is adulterated with 1,711 Bibles and 
Testaments, old versions, 11 revised New Testaments, and 
116 Bible commentaries and dictionaries. It is said that the 
convicta greatly enjoy their religious privileges. 


We find the following in the Catholic Union and Times: 

“ Those American dupes who are just now subscribing liberally 
toward the erection of à monument to Giordano Bruno should 
learn that the killing of Anarchist apostles is an actof self-defense. 
Bruno was burnt at the stake in 1600, not for heresy as many allege, 
but for the preaching of Anarchy. The burning of one man like 
Most might save the lives of dozens of faithful policeman, one of 
whom is worth morc to the community than a thousand Socialists. 
If Tas Truty SEEKER persists in picturing Bruno as a martyr of 
free speech, it must now espouse the cause of Spies, Schwab, Par- 
sons, and other Brunoites.” 

People hav become so accustomed to hearing heretics lied 
about that the foregoing will not cause any surprise. If 
Bruno was an Anarchist, so was George Washington, and so 
is Charles Stewart Parnell. But Jesus Christ is well known 
to hav been a Communist. Hehcld ‘unlawful assemblages," 
&dvocated & Socialistic distribution of wealth, and on ore 
occasion resorted to violence. We do not see how any per- 
son who accepts Jesus Clirist as a. teacher can object to the 
Communists of to-day. Justus Schwab holds himself to be a 
practical follower of Jesus, and he is more consistent than a 
majority of the so-called Christians. The person who rejects 
the doctrin of Communism denies the plainest doctrin of 
Christ. 


TnuEzE is a bungler connected with the Christian Advocate 
who, whenever & prominent Freethinker dies, takes advan- 
tage of the occasion to write bimself down an ass. Here is 
his latest deliverance : 


“ Stephen Pearl Andrews, known as the Pantarch and Apostle of 
Universology, is dead. We hav been familiar with this eccentric 
human being for many years—familiar in the same sense as with 
George Francis Train, whom we hav often heard, whose writings 
we hav read, but whose personal acquaintance we hav never en- 
joyed or suffered. The Pantarch, as a speaker, was not content 
with driving a substantivand six. His method of thought was that 
of generalizing from particulars and then expanding his generali- 
zations into something more impalpable than the universal ether. 
He certainly had no competitor as the great American 'phrase- 
grinder.’ He spoke for forty-five minutes once, during which time 
he did not complete the statement of a single idea. The audience 
numbered about eighty. A person present selected the only man 
who looked as if he understood the speaker, and asked him what 
the Pantarch was driving at. He received this reply: ‘I think that 
he is propounding a conundrum.’ He was one of the curious, ab- 
normal growths of the nineteenth century.. His funeral services, 
conducted under the auspices of the Liberal Club. with Thaddeus 
Wakeman as orator, with the congregation singing, ‘Nearer, my 
God, to Thee,’ and an address by the Rev. G. W. Samson (can this 
last be true?) was as extraordinary a melange as we hav had occa- 
sion to report for a long time.” 

This may be regarded as the final outcome of nineteen 
centuries of Christian charity. The congregation did not 
sing, ‘‘ Nearer, my God, ‘o Thee,” but that the Rev. G. W. 
Samson made an address at the funeral of his dead friend is 
true. The only salvation of the Christian clergy from utter 
and universal contempt rests in the fact that there is occa- 
sionally found one among their number who is neither a bigot 


in religion nor a fool in philosophy. 
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Zetters from friends. 


Sovrn Boston, Mass., May 8, 1886. 


Mr. Eprror: With your permission I would like to reply 
to some statements made by Mr. Octavius J. Brosius in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER of May 22d. Not that I think Mr. Holt is not ^ 
capable of taking care of himself, but because of Mr. Brosius’s 
apparent invitation to discuss ''Freetrade vs. Protection" 


with some mechanic like himself, for he insinuates that Mr. 


Holt cannot be one or he would never advocate free-trade 
Now, sir, I am, like him, a mechanic, a machin- 
ist, and earn my living by the hammer and chisel, the file 
and the lathe, and hav always had to work for my living 
I am an Englishman, 
and hav had the advantage of living in the most free-trade 
country in the world, and, I had almost said, the most pro- 


principles. 
from twelve years of age up to now. 


tectionist also. - 
Mr. Brosius speaks of the starvation wages and poor living 
of the toilers in England, Scotland, Germany, and France, 


and contrasts this with the ‘‘fresh meat seven days in the 


week, good clothes, comfortable homes,” etc., of the Ameri- 
can workingman, and attributes these different conditions to 
the different policies, free trade and protection, respectivly. 

Now England and Scotland are free trade countries, while 
Germany and France are protectionist. So here, according 
to his own'showing, are starvation wages under both systems; 
can he explain this? Nay, more, can he explain how it is 
that ^ ages are higher in Scotland and England than in pro- 
tectionist France and Germany? But I ask, is there no such 
thing 8s starvation wages in the United States? If not, then 
why. these great combinations of workingmen, and these vast 
strikes at the present time? Surely the workingman here is 
intelligent enough to know when he is well off, or is it be- 
cause he is never satisfied, but, like a true protectionist, 
wants the whole hog? I would like Mr. Brosius to read a 
few copies of John Swinton’s Paper, and he will learn a little 
more of wages and living of the toilers of this country than 
he seems to know. 

I quote now from his letter: '* When England lands her 
goods on American soil and sells them at a discount over 
American goods or American prices, the arms that produced 
them hav been working at very nnremunerativ wages." I 
am not sure about that. Let us reason. When American 
farmers land their grain on English soil, does it prove that 
American farmers are in a worse condition than the English 
farmers? Oldham (England) sends her cotton yarns into 
these States; but does this prove that Oldham operativ spin- 
ners are paid less than their fellow.competitors in Fall 
River? Not at all, for the reverse is the case, and I refer 
Mr. Brosius to the secretary of the Fali River Spinners’ As- 
sociation, Mr. Robert Howard, as my authority. 

Again I quote: ‘It is not wicked selfishuess, as you as- 
sert [meaning Mr. Holt], but natural, legitimate home pro- 
tection— protection from foreign capitalists, who would take 
the bread from my own and your children's mouths." Now 
if my protection friend is really a workingman, and if he has 
worked for more than one capitalist, he mnst know that Cap- 
italists are much the same the world over. 

Again: ‘It isa protection demanded by the voters of a 
free and grand republic, who ask the right to sell their labor 
to the highest and best bidder." Good. This is what I ask 
and demand. Yes, I claim the right to sell my labor in the 
dearest market, be it in Europe, America, Asia, Africa, or 
Australia, and I don't ask for any law to accord me this right 
to the exclusion of another man. 

I refer now to the anti-Chinesc laws in force in this ‘‘ free 
and grand republic." Yes, Iclaim the fullest freedom of 
locomotion over every inch of this earth, provided it is not 
already usefully occupied by another man. But more than 
this. Ilove freedom so much that I claim also the right to buy 
in the cheapest as well as to sell in the dearest market. My 
protectionist friend may say that by so doing I may be injur- 
ing my neighbor friends. Granted, but if my neighbor won't 
treat me as well as the stranger at a distance, he is no friend 
at all. The man who givs me the most for my money and 
the most for my labor is my best friend, be he near or far. 
Neighbors, as far as my experience goes, are not the fairest 
of people to deal with, as is proved by the fact that some 
American goods can be purchased clieaper in England than 
here. Manufacturers often sell cheaper abroad than at 
home. 

My neighbor friend, who does this, and clamors for a pro- 
tection law to coerce me from buying abroad, has queer ideas 
of liberty, justice, and freedom. Mr. Brosius says: ‘‘Do 
you wish to see the fair daughters of America dig in the 
mines to keep the wolf from the door of poverty? If you 
do, then we do not wonder at your free-trade logic." 


Now, I challenge him to prove that women work in the 
mines of England or Scotland. Such has been the case in 
years gone by, I believe, long before free trade principles 
were propounded by Cobden, Bright & Co. "Women do work 
now, or did up to six or seven years ago, on the top of the 
mines in the Wigan district. But I refer Mr. Brosius to 
John Swinton's Paper again for my authority for saying that 
this very kind of dirty, unbecoming work for females is done 
under protection laws in this country, down in the Pennsyl- 
vania coke regions. Yea, under still worse sickening condi- 
tions, with their babies with them. 

Sir, I hav worked in the mills and workshops of Lanca- 
shire. I hav done the same here. This protectionist talk 
about '‘ fresh meat seven days in the week,” ‘‘good, com- 


fortable houses to liv in," and ‘‘clothes of the very best,” | 
` etc., is all brag, like his talk of a ‘‘free and grand repub- 


lic"—as if there was no frecdom outside of these States. 
Now,the English factory operativ may not dine every day 
in the week on fresh meat—though I know there are excep- 
‘tions. Stil, what he does eat is good, plain, substantial 


food; his beef, probably American; and that the best, better 
than the American retains here for his own people. His 
meals are not the regulation three, but four, and in many 
cases five, per day. : 

"He does not go to work in apparently as good clothes as 
his brother workman here. for his clothes are bought spe- 
cially to work in, good strong fustian or corduroy. He has 
extra clothes equally as good as, 1f not better than, people 
wear here, for Sundays and Saturday afternoons. Hasevery 
American workman two sets of clothes? I wish you could 
truthfully say Yes. How many workmen here occupy 
houses all to themselvs, from the cellar to the garret? I hay 
not seen one in a hundred in that happy condition to be able 
to say, ‘‘ This house is my castle; this roof shelters none but 
me and my family; I stand at my own door; I join with no 
one." Now, this is the rule in free-trade England, while 
tenements, or unfurnished rooms, if you please, are the rule 
here. 

We are all tainted with prejudice about the places where 
we were born and reared. Few of us can say with Thomas 
Paine, ‘‘The world is my country." But, believe me, I hav 
not written in a spirit of running down your country to prop 
up my own, but only to show you protectionists that the 
evils you speak of as the results of free trade flourish also in 
the sunshine of protection. 

I vote for the cartoons. 


Tromas RAYNER. 


Er, May 24, 1886. 
Mr. Epiror: I herewith hand the distance and time that, 
according to the divine revelation given to man, is certainly 
the best time ever recorded. Your pictures lately published 
in Tug TRUTH SEEKER of Jonah’s voyage caused some com- 
ments upon this whale of a story,.but what was our surprise 
when Captain Louch told us that this whale with poor Jonah 
actually had to travel over 15,000 miles in 72 hours. Ac- 
cordingly he has taken pains to giv us the exact distance, 
and assures me it is right. I want some orthodox divine to 
answer this and explain. Talmage and Jo Cook would be 
be the most competent, because, no matter what they say, 
they hav their congregations so trained that they believe any- 
thing, no matter how absurd. Trusting you will publish it, 

Iam, as cver, C. L. Hawes. 

JONAH'S VOYAGE IN THE WHALE. 


miles 
Across the Mediterranean sea. ......0... 22... eee e eee 2,300 
West const Africa Cape Town.... 6,700 
Cape Town to Cape Guardafui..... 4,200 
Cape Guardafui to Tigress River... 2,000 
Up river to Nineveb......cc cee e cece ee ee eee eeee tere ees 450 
i ie er OE 


Duration of voyage.. 
Speed per hour....... 
Speed per minute 
Allow for feeding, blowing, and resting 12 hours, and you in- 
crease the speed 16 per cent. and make it 4.18 miles per minute. 
Cart. ABRAHAM J. LoUCH. 


HxwrPsrEAD, N. Y., April 22, 1886. 
Mr. Evrror: Mr. Reynolds's proposition to make the New 
York State Freethinkers’ Convention a camp-meeting has 
just been read. Iam in favor of the proposal. Hold it the 
last week in August, over two Sundays, and I will come. 
My family will come, and some of our friends will come. 
Let us hav the greatest reunion of Freethinkers the world 
has ever seen out in the vast and splendid temple of nature. 

With best wishes, C. F. DeMorr. 

Eav CrAinE, Wis., May 15, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: Your article on the so-called riots in Mil- 
waukee and Chicago is creditable, as being nearly the only 
one in type which lays the greater part of the blame on the 
proper shoulders. But you weaken a little before you get 
through. You call the Socialist leaders ‘‘madmen;” say 
they ‘‘hav a capacity to talk, a strong disinclination to work, 
and 2 fanatical belief in force as a factor in social economy." 
After admitting that the police at Chicago charged a mass 
meeting ‘‘ from which no riot: promised to spring,” you say 
that in what followed the rioters were in the wrong; and 
that at Milwaukee the rioters seem to hav been wholly to 
blame. Inall this I differ with you. It is not pretended 
that at Milwaukee a single one of these ferocious rioters was 
shot. Of the five victims, one was a school-boy armed only 
with his books. Another was an aged cripple who was feed- 
ing chickens. The others had no weapons. None of the 
heroes who shot them were injured in the affray. This is 
strange, but something stranger is behind. I hav observed 
that in such cases neither soldiers nor rioters ever do get hurt. 
It is always innocent people. Can you forgiv a skeptic's 
suggesting as the reason that there' are never any but 
soldiers and innocent people there? The Milwaukee affair 
was a cold-blooded massacre. The St. Louis tragedy, a few 
weeks earlier, was 2 cold-blooded massacre. Similar atrocities 
are cominitted at every strike, for no other purpose than to 
intimidate the people. At Chicago the police advanced with 
drawn revolvers, crying, ‘‘Shoot the sons of b——s!" This 
time the people were not intimidated. They came armed, 
which the Constitution says they hav a right to do, and they 
thought they would vary the monotony of being shot by do- 
ing a little shooting. You say even in war no nation would 
(should ?] use such horribly murderous weapons ae dynamite 
bombs. The Austrian government thinks differently. So 
do I. . All the epithets, ‘‘ barbarous,” ‘‘ cowardly,” etc., now 
applied to dynamite were applied to gunpowder in its day. 
Yet gunpowder superseded spears and swords, with the par- 
adoxical result that war is far less sanguinary now than for- 


;merly. And dynamite will supersede it, with the result, I 


hope, of putting an end to war altogether. 

In regard ‘to your article, ‘‘ Knights of Labor Bigotry,” I 
would say that the laws of the Knights absolutely forbid all 
religious discussion at their meetings, and all discriminations 
on account of religion. Boycotting by local assemblies is an 


irregular proceeding which, will probably be prohibited at 
the approaching meeting of the General Assembly. 
.C. L. JAMES. 


FıLLmMoRE, Uran, May 2, 1886. 

Mr. Epitor: I hav been a subscriber for your valuable 
paper for upwards of ten years, which may be deemed con- 
clusiv evidence that I indorse its general features. One 
marked characteristic I specially admire is that it affords an 
equal opportunity to parties of opposit views to express 
their honest thoughts. If there is anything I despise, it is 
bigotry or intolerance..- If one is a lover of fair play, will he 
not gladly extend the same courtesy to those who may differ 
with him as he would wish them to extend to him? Cer- 
tainly. But I regret that many who deem themselvs Liberals 
forget this, and seem ready on every opportunity to de- 
nounce al who do not tread in their special grooves of 
thought. "This, in my estimation, is altogether foreign to the 
spirit of genuin Liberalism, which, I think, involves perfect 
freedom of thought in every conceivable channel, and only 
asks that honesty of purpose be manifested in any theory ad- 
vanced. To pronounce a man a knave or a fool because he 
advances ideas not in harmony with ours indicates a very 
contracted view of humanity and its surroundings. No one 
has sufficiently explored the universe to entitle him to speak 
authoritativly as to its infinit resources, and as we can reason 
only from what we know, which is little indeed compared to 
what is beyond our ken, it is well to be modest in our as- 
sumptions. 

No one who has observed the correspondence on Ma terial- 
ism and Spiritualism in your paper can hav failed to notice 


'how certain each seems to be as to the truth and consistency 


of his side of the question, and undoubtedly eaeh is equally 
sincere. Yet, as both cannot be right, in spite of their strong 
convictions, possibly both may be wrong. It is well, there- 
fore, to be temperate in expressing our convictions, so that, 
while we may feel certain we are right in our conclusions, 
we may manifest liberality enongh to coucede that our oppo- 
nents may hav good reasons to decide adversely to us. 
Controversy conducted on this principle has a tendency to 
enlarge our view, and enable each to see his own mistakes 
and correct his own errors. 

I will now, with your permission, say a few words in ref- 
erence to your new departure. I notice that many speak in 
favor of yourillustrations, but, with all due deference to their 
opinion, I most emphatically enter my protest against a great 
many of them as caricatures of things deemed most sacred 
among mankind, and therefore apt to create in the minds of 
thoughtful and well.meaning persons a feeling of disgust and 
loathing. 

Thelady who pronounced them simply horrid was not far 
out of the way. I would willingly pay something extra for 
suitable illustrations, such as would be worthy of a great 
Freethought journal, which treats of the gravest and most 
momentous questions, but all such caricatures I would leave 
to Puck and Punch, as belonging to comic literature. I 
really don't think they add to the respectability or intrinsic 
worth of Tug Trorn Seeker. Ridicule may at times be 
necessary, but good logic and sound argument are much 
more effectiv weapons in demolishing superstition than any ` 
amount of raillery. Í 

Hoping that my remarks may not be deemed offensiv, I 
close with kind regards for you and kind wishes for THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. l Joun KELLY. 


Menrivian, Texas, May 15, 1886. 

Mr. Entron: I am at this time just able to send you my 
subscription for the year 1886. ; 

I hav read the Edmunds bill. I think it unconstitutional, 
and further think no good, honest man would accept an ap- 
pointment underit. Such as Blatchford or Benedict, of Ben- 
nett fame; would. Is not Blatchford in Utah now, robbing 
the people of their rights and money both? I feel that our 
government is in tbe hands of the priesthood. 

When such men as Senator Coake, of Texas, say to the 
voters, ** You must scourge back these preachers and cut off 
their rations," it is high time for Tuz TRUTH SEEKER to show 
up on all sides with pictures and reasons why they should be 
scourged back. ` 

I attended J. E. Remsburg’s lecture at Morgan on May 
10th, and was pleased as well as surprised at the men and 
women who came to hear him. I found good Liberals that 
I had no idea of. 

This conflict for subsistence, or the life of a laborer, is hard 
to bear when one is getting old. The weight of years is on 
me, and I feel like turning aside to some resting-place, if it 
was to be found on this earth—for instance, Sinaloa, as A. K. 
Owens proposes to build up in Mexico. Can't you giv us 
light on A. K. Owens's plan, etc.? 

Query: What has become of Mary W. Bennett? Is she yet 
alive? 

Now the greatest troubles are the patent turnings and 
twistings of the exegetical machines of the reverend divines 
or preachers. *' The word was, and the word was with God, 
and the word was God" (John). That is, they will make a 
lie look just like the truth. And it seems that the masses of 
the people had rather believe a lie than the truth—that ig, 
they are afraid of the realities of this life, and seek comfort 
in superstition and absurdities. 

Your Truth Seeker Company must not get too rich. Per- 
secution and hard work made D. M. Bennett bright. 

Yours with respect, S. D. GREER. 

[Mrs. Bennett is alive and well, doing what good she can 
in her unostentatious way. There does not seem to be much 
danger that the Truth Seeker Company will, get too rich. 
The expenses balance the receipts with provoking regularity. 
We are not familiar with the plans of Mr. Owen, but he has 
published them, we believe, in à pamphlet entitled, “ Inte-- 
gral Coóperation," price 30 cents.—Ep. T. 8.] 
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Tozoxro, ONT., May 11, 1886. 

Mx. Eprron: Having removed from Welland to this city, 
I hav missed the kind attention of our friend James Foster 
in the matter of subscriptions, and your dues on this account, 
or some other, hav been neglected. JI now take pleasure, 
however, in remitting for the current year, and in sending 
also the subscription of William Tom, Credit Forks, Ont., to 
January, 1887. Mr. Tom, like myself, formerly lived at 
Welland, and I may add that several others hav removed 
from that town, which leaves the Secular Society there in a 
somewhat weak condition in point of numbers. Besides, 
ihere are those remaining who refuse to assume any promi- 
nence, much less to accept office in the society, and organ- 
ized Secularism is, therefore, very much stunted in its de- 
velopment. But these are, no doubt, the experiences of 
most country towns, and still there is hope for the final 
triumph of this society, no matter where on earth established. 
Just so soon as the printing-press and the public schools are 
sustained, and men of intelligence and independent thought 
are born into the world, just so surely must the theological 
fabric, based on the hell-and.damnation theory, crumble to 
its fall, and with that fall must rise higher and higher the 
grand superstructure of the religion of humanity, under 
whose broad arches may stand together the man who, like 
Thomas Paine, believes in ** one God and no more," and the 
man who, with equal sincerity, rejects the evidence adduced. 

With regard to our city of Toronto, and the Secular So- 
ciety here, I need scarcely speak, secing we hav another and 
abler correspondent. I may say, howcver, the condition of 
the society is improving, and with age and experience it will 
at least be able to "stand alone." Formerly, quite in con- 
trast with the tendency at Welland, for instance, everybody 
aspired to be an office-holder, and a gread deal of difficulty 
was experienced in the creation of offices and the distribu. 
tion of places. Again, the formation of the executiv com- 
mittee, as well as numerous sub-committees, with power to 
add to their numbers, which power was invariably exercised, 
and all of which resulted in numerous and long-drawn-out 
reports, occupying usually the full time of our sittings. All 
this we hav had to contend with, and with the handling of 
80 much red tape even we had almost forgotten the religion 
of humanity, and trampled on our Nine Démands. But, as 
before intimated, the atmosphere is clearing somewhat, and 
as Brother C. B. Reynolds and his good wife are now hold- 
ing a revival in our midst, we must surely come ont all right 

` in the * sweet by and by.” J. PRIESTMAN, JR., 
: Secretary Toronto Society. 


Newark, Mion., May 16, 1886. 

Mn. Eprror: I come to you as an humble individual, but 
as one who has been a Freethinker in the fullest sense of the 
term from his fifteenth year, and as one who is deeply inter- 
ested in freeing the human mind from the slavish thralldom 
of superstition and the blighting incubus of priestcraft. I 
venture to state my views as touching some phases of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. I will state in the outset that experience 
has taught me that ridicule is not the weapon with which to 
successfully combat superstition when intrenched, as it 
usually is, behind the bulwarks of reverence which hav been 
built by the hand of parental affection. The citadel of 
ecclesiasticism, in my opinion, will never be taken by storm, 
but if taken at all, strategy, and that of the highest order, 
must be the weapon with which to disarm the enemy. I hav 
seldom failed in bringing a person whose confidence and 
affection I hav first been able to win, to my way of thinking. 
Show a person by kindness and courtesy that you are his 
friend; that you are deeply interested in his welfare, and he 
is then prepared to hear the voice of reason, and you may 
proceed, judiciously, to sow the seed of reason, with tlie as- 
surance that it will fall upon good ground. 

But when you attack the object of any person's reverence 
with ridicule, you are sowing seed upon unprepared ground, 
which will only be made more hard and ‘stony by your 
assaults. Such, I apprehend, will be the effect of most of the 
illustrations recently published in Tire TRUTH SEEKER upon 
the minds of those whose prejudices they are intended to 
reach and remove. "They may amuse and please those who 
are already skeptical, and may add large numbers of Free- 
thinkers to your subscription list; they may even afford 
amusement for those who hold no religious opinions in par- 
ticular; but will they reach the minds of zealous working 
Christians in such a way as to do good rather than harm? 
We think not. On the contrary, we think they cannot fail to 
make such people less vulnerable to the appeals of reason. . 

Ithink also that some of the articles upon political ques- 
tions and upon the labor question contain sentiments that are 
so extreme and utterly impracticable as to displease and dis- 
gust really intelligent and practical people. The spirit of 
dogmatism that. pervades some of the articles is entirely un- 
becoming to one who claims to be liberal. While I agree 
with Mr. Kelso that the principle involved in granting 
gratuities to any person is wrong, and that the people ought 
to repudiate every member of Congress who votes away their 
money to those who hav not rendered an equivalent for it, 
yet I think raany of his strictures upon General Grant are so 
unjust and so uncalled for as to disgust all fair-minded peo- 
ple. In his reference to questions touching finance and the 
tariff, he displays a spirit of dogmatism unworthy of a Lib- 
eral. In your paper of the 8th inst. Juliet H. Severance. 
makes the remarkable statement that the national debt was 
nine billion dollars when the war broke out. Shades of de- 
parted school-boys, arise and rebuke such recklessness ! 

In conclusion, I would say that if the mission of Tre 
TRUTH SEEKER is the overthrow of religious superstition, it 
must not be made a mouth-piece for political and social ex- 
tremists, ranters, and cranks; but must confine itself to the 
work in hand, and exclude from its columns everything that 
may hav a tendency to create discord among those who 


would be co-workers with jt for the accomplishment of the 
end in view. 

Trusting these remarks will be received in the same spirit 
that dictates them, Iam, Yours for truth and reason, 

S. E. Sowzn. 
Nonsz, TEx., May 18, 286. 

Mr. Eprror: The able worker in the Liberal canse, Mr. 
John E. Remsbnrg, delivered his grand oration on Thomas 
Paine, the apostle of liberty, to a fair audience here on the 
evening of the 6th inst. 

He traced with vividness the career and public services of 
this great and noble man, and with thrilling eloquence por- 
trayed his self-sacrificing labors for freedom and humanity, his 
heroic devotion to liberty, the undaunted moral courage of 
him whose magic pen first wrote, “The Free and Indepen- 
dent States of America;” the inspiring genius that thrilled the 
American heart with the first glad notes of liberty—that first 
implanted in the patriot’s mind a fixed resolve to do or die.” 

The speaker vindicated Thomas Paine’s character against 
the vile aspersions cast upou it by superstitions bigots, and 
paid a glowing tribute to his memory. He placed Paine’s 
fair name where it justly belongs, among the highest pinna- 
cles of fame, as he was one of the most illustrious of liberty’s 
promoters and defenders. : 

Ialso had the pleasure to attend Mr, Remsburg's lecture at 
Clifton, eight miles from Norse,.on the night of the 7th inst., 
when he delivered his excellent lecture on ‘ False Claims 
of the Churcb" to a good audience. 

He invited criticism of his lecture, and a Rev. Mr. Barry 
had the temerity to say that the lecturer had made many 
false and erroneous statements. When called on to specify 
any such, he disputed and wanted proof of the presidents of 
the United States not belonging to any church. Mr. Rems- 
burg cited abundant proof of his position, and thus silenced 
the parson. The reverend gentleman appeared to be very 
anxious to arrange for a debate to be held in the future, after 
due preparation, but he did not mention it after finding 
that the lecturer's position became. only the more impreg- 
nable from his attempt to weaken it. T. Tro. Corwiok. 


MynrTLE Pornt, ORE., May 1, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: I see by reading Friendly Letters that there 
are two sides to all questions, and I am sorry to be in the 
minority concerning the pictures in the good old Troth 
SEEKER. I say old, as I hav been a subscriber from the first 
number, and I thought that I always should be a subscriber, 
but if this picture business continues I think I shall hav to 
Say good-bye, old friend, and wish you well. 

A good many years ago, when Brick Pomeroy published 
the Lacrosse Democrat, he also had such things, or pictures, 
as you call them; and I well remember that the Republicans 
used to say that the Democrats could not read letters, but 
knew pictures, and so now the enemies of Freethought make 
the same remarks. I had a Methodist elder up at my house 
this week, and he made that remark. Ican see no good in 
them, so if you continue to print pictures you may discon- 
tinue my paper when my subscription expires. 

We hav a good many Infidels here, but the greater part of 
them do not preach it much for fear of the church. I hav 
been brought up a German Reformed Christian, but hav long 
since had my eyes opened. I am now nearly seventy years 
old, and Iam getting further away from thc church every 
day, and am considered beyond redemption by the saints and 
soul agents, although they come to see me and stop over 
night, and once in a while oue will pick up Tue Trurn 
SEEKER and read it, but leave off making comments, for I 
keep a good supply of Freethought books on my table. 

Inclosed find 50 cents for Remsburg’s ‘ Sabbath-Break- 
ing.” C. Lennuen. 


AXTELL, Kax., May 14, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: ‘‘ Large bodies move slowly” is probably the 
reason that you hav not heard from us ere this. The book 
of forms, etc., came all right, and we hav a good Union, with 
eight of as good and prominent men to start with as either 
of the churches here hav. I feel sure that the Axtell Lib- 
eral Union isa permanent power in the land, and that its 
usefulness and influence will widen, and that the next revival 
sky-pilot will not say, as the last one did, ** that every Infidel 
is a liar, and that Ingersoll is the chief of liars.” 

We hav hired the best hall in town, and any leturer coming 
this way will please write us. We wish S. P. Putnam would 
come back this way and giv us lectures. I find that there is 
no town around here but has outspoken Liberals in it, and 
all they want is to get an opportunity, and they make it 
warm for the clergy. 

We like the pictures, but if the paper could be afforded 50 
cents a year less without, we that are poor would appreciate 
the reduction. I would like to correspond with Liberals in 
Texas, with a view of moving there to engage in farming. I 
hav read Tus TRU! SEEKER most of the time since it started. 
We are very thankful for past favors. E. W. Miner. 


Sourn LowELL, ALA., May 16, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: In Tue Truru Seeker of May 1st Elmina 
D. Slenker says: ‘‘ When we leave far behind the stone age, 
the brass age, and even the golden age, and reach the glo- 
rious intellectual age, where mind rules matter,” etc. I wish 
to ask Elmina what is mind? Is it superior to matter, and 
is it something or nothing? Please giv a scientific and defin- 
intiv explanation. , 

Again, Mr. Wettstein, in same paper: ' We know what 
causes the heart to beat, lungs to respire, etc.” Now, will he 
or some one else tell me what does this? We know the heart 
beats, but what causes it to beat.and lungs to respire? Facts 
are things or truths, but what causes facts and truths to ex- 
ist as we see them in life? Again, who says that '' a spirit- 
ual body is a shadow without substance; a name without a 


-night’s lodging. Outrageous, is it not ? 


meaning?" Everything the mind can conceive of is matter 
in different degrees of fineness and purity. 

The cartoons in Tae TRUTH SkEkzR are doing immense 
good. That hanging-bee ought to make every orthodox 
ashamed of his system of religion and his history. 

J. K. DEARTH. 


AsTORIA, Or., May 12, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find remittance to be dis- 
posed of for new subscribers, etc., as per memorandum. 
Expect to be able to get you new readers right along. 

Tne TnvTu Seexer is grand and the illustrations giv force 
to “your otherwise mildly expressed views." There are 
probably more Liberals, proportionately, on this coast than 
anywhere else. I know whole settlements where tbe ma- 
jority are Freethinkers. In such Jocalities visiting preachers 
are not always treated as they should be (?) ; there hav been 
cases where they hav actually been made to work fora 
Heaven's represent- 
ativ was furious, and in one case, it is said, he swore; but 
he worked half à day making hay. 

The pictures of Paine-and Ingersollin beautiful frames, 
adorn the walls of. many happy homes, and a few are 
members of the American Secular Union. A great many 
Liberals reside in remote localities, and when we lav been 
favored with a visit from a Liberal lecturer the announce- 
ment has reached them too late, to their great disappoint- 
ment. For instance, when Colonel Ingersoll visited this 
coast two years ago, certain postmasters withheld his circu- 
lars, and the farmers learned of it when the bird had flown, 
and thereby lost the opportunity of listening to “ the nine- 
teenth century Infidel and the world's greatest orator." If 
we could induce one of your Liberal lecturers to visit us 
this summer we would do our utmost to make it pleasant as 
well a financial success for him. 

Well, Mr. Editor, this is my first venture in your columns, 
consequently I feel a little timid, and I therefore take the 
liberty to figure under the nom de plume of Uno. 


CaxtTuacE, Mo., May 16, 280. 

Mr. Eprror: Please send us your valuable paper and 
terms for one year. We hav been borrowing it for a long 
time, and it suits us exactly and explains our views so 
accurately that we hav concluded to subscribe for it. We. 
hav read the borrowed papers until they were worn out, and 
we show them to our orthodox friends when they drop in. 
They grin and squirm and some get mad and say that no 
such stuff is in the Bible. Then I just turn right to it. 
Then they will say, ‘Never mind, when you come to die 
you won't talk so." This county is well steeped in super- 
stition, there being several heathen pagodas in this neighbor- 
hood where they chant and rant praises to their God. Oh! 
how Ido hate the church. The money is wasted, thrown 
away, toerect useless church houses when it is so much 
needed and should be laid out to help the poor that liv right 
under the shadow of the old church. . Let them build good 
schools, good homes, distribute good clothing, not old cast- 
off clothing as I hav known many Christians to do; but 


good, new clothing that was not made for their backs; and 
then after all the suffering is relieved and everybody happy 
and contented, let them build pet houses for anything they 
hav a mind to; but let the poor be provided for first. I 
don't think they would hav very much left after doing that, 
We also hav a few Liberals, too, that wonld take your paper 
if they but read it once. I will close. Hoping to hear from 
you soon, we remain, Yours for truth and liberty, 
CALVIN AND Lina THARP. 


Wansuir, Uran, May 17, 1886. 

Mr. Evrrox: Mr. Samuel P. Putnam is very ably enlight- 
ening Utah as to the aims and objects of the American Secu- 
lar Union. People seem to be surprised to hear an Infidel 
advocate morality and right-doing. He has delivered twenty- 
eight lectures to crowded houses, and only arrived here on 
April 14th. 

His utterances, that a few years ago would hav consigned 
him to the dungeon or stake, are vociferously applauded. 
His eloquent poem, ‘‘Why Don't He Lend a Hand?” is 
listened to with breathless silence, then a storm of applause. 

This lecture tour of our illustrious secretary is the greatest 
boon that ever struck Utah, and although some seed may fall 
on stony ground, I look for good results. All the towns and 


villages he has visited contain warm friends of our cause, 
and the energy they hav displayed in procuring halls, audi- 
ences, and entertainment for our eloquent secretary is highly 
commendable, and. proves that Utah has a solid basis for a 
prominent Liberal district. Wa. REYNOLDS. 


; Garon, O., May 19, 1886. 
Mn. Eprron: I received the books all right.. I am de- 
lighted with their contents. '' Men, Women, and Gods" 
should be read by every Christian man in theland. Itbink 
it would make them better even if they are good; better 
husbands and better citizens. Every weman should peruse 


the book; it is «xcellently adapted to lead women in the way 
to light and truth; it is a grand production. Helen H. 
Gardener is the Ingersoll of her sex. Now let me thank you 
for past favors, and for the within one dime send me inger- 
soli's ** Orthodoxy.” Yours truly, Joux P. Furor. 


Lawrencs, Mass., May 8, 1886. 
Mx. Epor: I am not a subscriber to your paper, Tur 
Tuuru SkExEn, but I get it every week from a newsdealer, 
and I like it first.ratc, especially the pictures. I show them 
around to people I know, and they nearly always draw a 
laugh. I get the Freethinker from England every week, too. 
I hav heard Bradlaugh, Ingersoll, Dr. Aveling, and Collins. 


I think I am a Secularist by birth, althongh bronght up in 
Sunday-school and church. can honestly say that I never 
swallowed the Bible. I never avoid an argument, although 
I seem to stand alone among my acquaintances. 

: j Harry OLDFIELD. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixon, Fail 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Gipsy and Fay. 


Gypsy and Fay were playmates two, 

One had black eyes and one had blue; 
One had dark hair and one had light, 
Both were beautiful, fair, and bright. 


Glistening eyes of darkest hne, 
Radiant orbs of deepest blue; 
Which will you hav, the gipsy girl, 
Or fairy sweet with hair in cnrl; 


But first, yon tell me, I must say 
Which is the best, Gipsy or Fay? 
Then I must tell yon what I know, 
Both are loved wherever they go. 


Both are gentle and ever kind, 
Loving, trustful, sweet, and refined, 
Obey their parents’ first request, 
Never others wrong or molest. 


Never rudely treat a playmate, 
Never sneer at, taunt, or berate, 
And scorn to strike, or throw a rock, 
Or ridicule a shabby frock. 


All the sorrowing and the poor, 
From hillside, valley, and the moor, 
List for the tripping of their feet, 
The music of their voices sweet. 


And smile with joy and pleasure rare 

At a sight of their faces fair, 

Like angels sweet from paradise, 

They change to smiles all tears and sighs. 


No more 80rrowing, no more tears, 

No more anguish and no more fears, 

No more darkness and no more night, 

If all were like these maidens bright. 
SADIE A. MAGOON. 


— eor 
A Word from Candy-Land. 


I was in a confectionery store the other 
day, where there were such quantities and 
qualities of candies, of all sorts, shapes, and 
sizes—of nearly all colors, too—that I said, 
t‘ This must be a veritable candy-land.” 

** It's a ‘branch store,’” replied the smiling 
clerk from behind the counter. 

“ Any adulteration in these pretty sweets?" 
I asked. 

. “Oh, no, indeed—not in ours. We make 
all our own candies. ` Come in the back shop 
and take a look.” 

Inside the back shop there were kettles and 
boilers and workers; sugar, molasses, and 
extracts; and candy in every form. of devel- 
opment—caramels, lozenges, gum drops, 
kisses, cocoanut, chocolate creams, Jordan 
almonds, peppermibts, cardamons, cassia 
buds, cloves, and bonbons of all flavors. The 
odor was delicious, and to watch the process 
of candy-making was delightful. I tasted 
and tasted and tasted, and was surfeited with 
taste of sweets and sours. Of course, I did 
not detect any adulteration of the confection- 
ery. Iam not an expert at that business, yet 
I feel quite certain the adulteration was 
there, just the same. The articles that giv 
the lovcly coloring to candies are poisonous, 
whatever ‘may be said to the contrary; and 
starch and zerra alba, or white earth, are used 
to a great extent in the manufacture of candy. 
Sugar is adulterated with terra alba, and that 
is never fit to be taken into the stomach. 
You hav sometimes seen when the earth is 
moistened how solid and compact it becomes, 
and when by the heat of the sun it is made 
still harder, it is finally a solid mass, almost 
like a stone. In the human stomach, terra 
alba hardens the same way, and causes indi- 
gestion and vomiting. If not then thrown 
off, spasms, great suffering, and death at last 
are the result. There is no doubt many 
candy-loving children hav been poisoned in 
this way. Perhaps the purest candy is the 
white rock, so-called, and even that may not 
be wholly free from adulterating properties. 
The old-fashioned boiled molasses candy, 
made at home, may be as harmless as any, 
and in small quantities is beneficial, rather 
than otherwise. This and the rock candy, 
these two, are the only kinds I would recom- 
mend for children oradults. The other kinds 
are pretty to look at, but not very good to 
eat. S. H. W. 

———— 9 e 
Bobby Exposes the Scheme. 

“Will you hava piece of pie, Mr. Good- 
man?" asked Bobby’s mother of the minister. 

‘‘Thanks, no,” he replied. 

Bobby was asked the same question. 

“ N—no, I guess not,” said Bobby, rather 
hesitatingly. 

The minister looked at Bobby in surprise. 


* I thought that all little boys were fond of 
pie,” he said. 

“They are,” said Bobby. “I could eat 
that hull pie; but ma said if you didn’t take 
any I mustn’t, an’ she’d save it for to-morrow.” 

ee 


Two More Prizes. 


[The following letter speaks for itself. 
With four prizes in the field we shall look for 
a lively competition. We thank our generous 
friend for his kindness toward the Corner, 
and trust that he, too, with our other kind 
friends, may liv long and be happy.—Eb.C.C.] 

Lexineton, Ky., May 25, 1886. 

Miss Wixon: From the many excellent 
stories and beautiful poems you publish in 
the Children’s Corner, I know there must be 
some talent among our young friends for 
literary work; and to encourage all such, I 
hereby offer, in addition to the two prizes 
you offer in Tur TRuTR SEEKER of -May 1st, 
four dollars for the best original compiled 
story, and two dollars for the second best, 
both to be written and sent to your address 
by the 30th of June. The stories must not be 
over three columns in length, nor under two, 
and the competitors must be bctween the 
ages of fourteen and twenty years. No one 
who has written and published a story will 
be allowed to compete, as the prizes are in- 
tended for tbe benefit and encouragement of 
young writers alone; all others being ex- 
cluded. I will leave you to decide as to the 


| merits of the respectiv stories, which are to 


be published in the Children's Corner as soon 
as space permits; and if you will kindly 
favor me with the names and addresses of the 
successful authors, I wil promptly remit 
them the prizes. f 

And now, after wishing you the success 
you so richly deserve, I hav the honor of 
remaining, Most truly yours, 

: D. B. Cozne. 
ee 
Equine Pets. 

Some years ago I owned a horse, writes a 
correspondent of the St. Louis Globe-Demo- 
crat, with which I undertook to drive to a 
neighboring town over the hills in the winter. 
A spot of hidden ice suddenly tripped her, 
and for a time it was impossible for her to get 
up. But, by efforts that entirely exhausted 
me, I finally got her on foot again. She. 
never forgot it. My approach to the ‘stable 
was invariably welcomed by cordial neighs ; 
and, that not suflicing, she would put her 
head affectionately on my shoulder or under 
my arm. 

On one occasion my pet Morgan called me, 
while I was engaged fifty rods from the 
barn, with loud and persistent calls that I in- 
stantly understood meant trouble. Going 
hastily to the stables, I found the cows had 
broken down a door, and were capable of 
doing mischief. As soon as I approached 
the horse gave a satisfied whinny, followed 
by a long sigh of relief, and went to eating 
very quietly. 


——9—— 
Remarkable Memories. 


There was a Corsican boy who could re- 
hearse 40,000 words, whether sense or non- 
sense, as they were dictated, and then repeat 
them in the reverse order without making a 
single mistake. A physician, about sixty 
years ago, could repeat the whole of ‘‘ Para- 
disc Lost? without a mistake, although he 
had not read it for twenty years. Euler, the 
great mathematician, when he became blind, 
could repeat the whole of Virgil's ‘‘ Eneid,” 
and could remember the first line and the last 
line in every page of the particular edition 
he had been accustomed to read before he 
became blind. One kind of retentiv memory 
may be considered as the result of shcer work, 
a determination toward one particular achieve- 
ment without reference either to cultivation 
or to memory on other subjects. This is 
frequently shown by persons in humble life 
in regard to the Bible. An old beggarman, 
at Sterling, known about fifty years ago as 
‘Blind Alick,” afforded an instance of this. 
He knew thc whole of the Bible by heart, in- 
somuch that, if a sentence was read to him, 
he could name the book, chapter, and verse; 
or, if the book, chapter and verse were 
named, he could giv the exact words. A 
gentleman to test him, repeated a verse, 
purposely making one verbal inaccuracy. 
Alick hesitated, named the place where the 
passage was to be found, but at the same 
time pointed out the verbal error. The same 
gentleman askcd him to repeat the ninetieth 
verse of the seventh chapter of the book of 
Numbers. Alick almost instantly replied : 
‘There is no such verse.. That chapter has 
only eighty-nine verses." Gassendi had ac- 
quired by heart 6,000 Latin verses, and, in 


order to giv his memory exercise, he was in 
the habit of daily reciting 600 verses from 
different languages. 

—-9—9— 


Our Puzzle Box. 


1.—NUMERIOAL PARADOXES. 

One hundred eighty-four of us, 
. Is only just a score of us; 
Again, with all these tricks of us, 
A score is only siv of us. 
In siz there's only three of us; 
. In nine but four you see of us; 
In three times nine, eleven of us; 
“A Baker's dozen,” seven of us; 
** Two Baker's dozens,” nine of us— 
Please answer true each sign of us. 
Irwin, Ia. J. K. P. BAKER. 


meguegm n 


9.—00NUNDRUM. 

A gentleman walking down the street met 
three tramps who asked him for money. To 
the first he gave ten cents, to the second he 
gave five cents, and to the third he gave ten 
cents, what time of day was it? 

Lyons, N. Y. .C. Rooxrr. 


98— PUZZLE. 


EYE ur 


Objects to be seen in this picture: 1. An 
account to settle. 2. Part of an army. 3. 
A romantic story. 4. My own dear self. 5. 
Part of a sentence. 6. What is unfair. 7. 
Source or beginning. 8. The refuse of flax. 
9. Food and lodging. 10. Explosion of arifle. 


4.—00NUNDRUM. 


This girl has cut her finger 
Upon the navy sword ; 

And now they're like each other, 
They are upon my word. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN THE OMILDREN’S CORNER 
MAY, 22. 1886. 
1.-Claymore. 2.-In- haste accuse no man. 
8.-Tympans. 4.-Because he is seeing it wade, 
mem 


Correspondence. 


Newark, N. J., May 25, 1886. 
Drar Miss Wixon: Is has been a long 
time since I wrote to you, owing to my 
school and studies. I happened to take up 
TuE TRUTA SEEKER of May 15th to-day, and 
looking over the Children’s Corner solved 
the enigma which is second. The answer is 
“Stephen Pearl Andrews.” Itis a little late, 
but I hope it will reach you in time. I attend 
a school quite a distance from my home. My 
studies consist of arithmetic, geography, 
grammar, spelling, and history. I also hav 
writing, reading, and drawing to attend. My 
teacher sometimes reads physiology to us, 
but not frequently. I will now close. 
I remain your sincere friend, 
Cora JEWELL MARSHALL. 


[We are pleased to welcome Cora once 
more, and hope to hear from her soon again. 
—Ep. C. C.J 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
Youth. By Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
stition. he Only IHlustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children's Story-Book everissued. 66full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heavy 


toned paper, broad margins, uminated 
covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1.25. 
Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler ` 


Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 
e Young Folks. By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued at a reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photogra of the author which adds very 

much to the value of the volume, 
By 


The Youth’s Liberal Guide. 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M, Price; $1.00., This 
volume aims at the education of youth in the 
princi les of Freethought, at the same time 

hat it inculcates moral duties and human 


rights from a standpoint of pure reason and 
common. sense, ddress THE TRUTH 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, itis now known to be the work of W. 
H. BURR, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at this office. 


VOLTAIBE'S ROMANCES. 


CONTENTS : 

The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.—Zadig ; 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princess 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowns. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Naturo. Micromegas. 
The World as it_Goes.—The Black and the White. 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato’s Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


Handsome. 12mo. 448 pages, laid paper With 67 
engravings, Price, cloth, bevele oards, $2.00. 
Half calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


THE RISE OF 


INTELLECTOAL LIBERTY 


From Thales to Copernicus. 


By FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND, Author of “The 
Reign of the Stoics.” 


“This is a book not only to be read once, but te 
be kept and referred to, and pondered ovor fron. 
ear to year. It is a guide-book of Liberalism 
hrough the past centuries prior to 1600, the era of 
Copernicus and Bruno, It does not take the place 
of other histories like Gibbon, Hallam, or Lecky, 
but it makes them intelligible by pointing out the 
white light that has been cast upon the lurid 
clouds of ignorance, superstition, and cruelty, 
from the little stream of Freethought that has 
flowed in its ragged, broken, and obstructed course 
down through the ages which now liv only as our 


realm of Memory and Admonition.” 
Octavo, 458 pp. PRICE, $8.50. 
Address THE TRUHT SEEKER. 


ELEMENTS 


UNIVERSAL HISTORY 


HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS 
AND FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. 


By Prof. H. M. Cottinger, A.M. 


This book is just what the busy world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of history from 2,000 
years B.C. on np to 1883, all in a nutshell.—£7- 
mina S&enker.  . : 

As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place ; in the family it would be no 
less im ortant, as conveying information that all 
shonld be acquainted with.—Susan Wiron. , 

Mr. Cottinger’s intentions in writing this book 
are excellent, and his standpoint admirable. It 
may be commended as fulfilling its purpose of a 
concise and interesting historical text-book.— 
Milwaukee Sentinel. 

Price, Cloth, $1.50. 
For Schools, in Quantities, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere, could not write, 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Earl 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. Py We, HENRY 

is 


Burr. Price, 2% cents. For sale at office. 
; THE 
CONVENTIQNAL LIES OF OTR 
CIVILIZATION. 


From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
BEVENTH EDITION. 

A most powerfully written book.—PnAtla. Record. 

This Book is not a Book! It is a Deed! and 
those who oppose it will prove that they fear it.— 
Vienna News. Price, 50 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
83 Clinton Pl., New York. 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


oR, 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 


BY 
H.J. SEIGNEURET, 
Secularist. 

Price, ~- - - - 10 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


OR; 
Men or Business Woo Dip SowETRING BESIDES 
Maxine Money. 

A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 


BY JAMES PARTON. 


This book contains 400 pages, plainly printed, 
treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 
helped the world; together with eight portraits. 
Mr. Parton’s works need no commendation. They 
are standard. 

Price, - . . - - $1.25. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


AGNOSTIC ANNUAL 


FOR 1886. 


CHAS. A. WATTS, Editor. 


CONTENTS: Agnostic Religion, by R. Bithell, 
B.S8c., Ph.D.—Shifting the Center of Gravity, by 
C. N.—Misgonceptions of Agnosticism, by Charles 
Watts—A Household of Unfaith? by G. M, McC,— 
Is Agnosticism, of Necessity, Anti-Christian? by 
W. Stewart Ross Saladin Legend of the Devil's 


Dyke, Brighton, by Julian.—Emotional Agnosti- 
cism, by W. A. Leonard.—Agnosticiem and Popu- 
lar Christianity, by Col. R. G. Ingersoll.—The Spe- 


cial Senses, by H. J. Hardwicke, F. R. C. 8.—Not 
Left comfortless, by F. J. Gould, —The Morals of 
Agnosticism, by ignotis. The Eternal Curse, by 

iliam Macca, he Catholicity of Agnosticism, 
by Winifred, Lad poumon Christianity an 
After, by Charles C. Cattell.—Unpalatable Truths, 
by F. S dney Morris.—Opposit Poles of Thought, 
by T. Evan- ER er E ortune and the Mendi- 

eg. 


cant, by Thomas y 
PRICE 25 CENTS. For sale at this office. 


Agents for the Truth Seeker. 
OALIFORNIA. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
OANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto. 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
KANBAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 


MAINE. 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
Mills). 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
MIOHIGAN. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. 
Dr. Wolff, 620 North 5th street, St. Louis. 
Joseph L. Andrew, Libernl. 
NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
. NEW YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 
OHIO. 

N. Hexter, 808 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st, Cleveland. 
OREGON. 

Wm. Chance, Astoria. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr. J. H. Rhodes, 315 North 10th st., Phila. 
peor e Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
Clay Luse, Waynesburg. 
F. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
TENNESSEE. 
Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 
TEXAS. 
. L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, e 


James Ashman, Salt. Take City. 
D. F. Keeler, Park City 
W. F. Reybould, Salt tats City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 
VIRGINIA. 
Mrs. Ehnina D. Slenker, Seat 
ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s Court, Fleet street, 
London. 


Mottoes for Freethinkers. 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards, which we offer for sale. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the ** God-bless-our- 
home placards which disfigure the walls of so 
many houses. They are printed on heavy card- 
board, 9 inches by 221-2. The motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gram of U. M. L. The following are the various 
readings: 


THE LIVING HAY A RIGHT TO CONTROL 
THE WORLD. 


REASON IS THE LAMP OF THE MIND, 
THE ONLY TORCH OF PROGRESS. 


: THE TIME TO BE HAPPY IS NOW: 
AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY IS HERE. 


NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE M 
TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. : 


: THE WORLD I8 MY COUNTRY; 
: TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION. 


The price of each of the foregoing i8 25 cents. 
For Freethought societies there is a large card 
99 x ibinches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
` heading, containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Price, 30 
cents. Any of these will be sent postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Pl., New York City. 


A NEW PAMPHLET.—JUST OUT. 


ADAMI AND HEVA., 
BY 8. P. PUTMAM. 


A poetic version of the Indian Story of the Gar- 
den of Eden, in which its superiority to the muti- 
lated copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. 

PRICE, 10 CENTS. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Olinton Place, New York. 
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Freethought Hall, Waco, Mary Wollstonecraft, Phos. Huxley, Richa rds€arlile, 
Texas (Interior view), G. W. Foote, Voltaire, Herbert Spencer, 
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Moncure D. Conway, 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER 


YORE: 
COMPANY, 


33 CLINTON PLACE. 


HISTORY 


OF THE 


INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe. 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 
Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Pl., New York city. 


Sabbath- Breaking 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
Author of “False Claims,” “Bible 
Morals,” Etc. i 


The best and most thorough work ever written 


on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 


view. 


Large and Handsome Print. 


SiNarE CoPrzs, - - 
Six Corrs, - - E 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Place; New York. 


CHRISTIANITY 


| REWARD FOR CRIME. 


Substantiated by the Bible. 
BY 
O. B. WHITFORD, M. D. 
Price, 16 Cents. | Per Dozen, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


BEN pi Hoster gum 


25 cents. 
$1.00. 


wh -A 


Esa - - E PLANS 
* * * This marvelons house has been built m more than 
300tlmesfrom our plans; itisso well planned that it affords 


ample room even for & la family. lst floor shown 
above; on 2d floor are 4 bed rooms and In attic 2 more. 
Plenty ofClosets. The whole warmed by one chimney. 
La illustrations and full description ofthe above 
as well a8 of 39 other houses, ranging in cost from $400 up- 
to $6,500, may be found in ' SHOPPELL'8 MODERN Low 
CosT HOURES,? a large quarto pamphlet, showing also 
how to select sites, get loans, &c, Sent Post id on re- 
ceipt ofS0c. Stamps taken, or send $1 bil we willre- 
turnthechange, Address, BUILDING PLAN ASSOOTATION, 
(Mention this Paper.)  — 24 Bookman St, (Box 2/02) N, Y. 


REPLY 
TO REV. L. A. LAMBERTS 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL’ 
By B. W. Lacy 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priest's 
sophistry, unfairness, and histor- 
ical misstatement. 
Price , Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 Cents 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


KERSEY GRAVES’S WORKS. 


Sixteen Saviors or None, By Krr- 
SEY Graves, auther of the World's Bixteen 
Crucitied Saviors; The Bible of Bibles, an 
Biography of Satan. Paper; 75 cents; cloth, $1. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thousand piblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
deli 1eation of the characters of the principal 
perronuges of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
ami ation of their doctrins. Price, $2. 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 


Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 35 cents. 


The World's Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 


Containin new and startling revelations in 
religious istory, which disclose the oriental 
origin of all th 3 doctrines, principles precepts, 
and miracles of. the Christian New Testament 
and furnishing a key for, unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 
history of sixteen oriental cruce ods. $2. 
Address THE TR UTH SE R. 
83 Clinton Place. Mee York. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli- 
cal Works. 
By THOMAS PAINE, 


“The Author-Hero of the Revolution." 
Price, Single Copies, yr iud Six copies for 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 
Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 


ration.” . 
Price, 35 cents. 


For either of these works, or any of Paine's 
writings, ‘Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 
Price, 35 cents, 
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S. P. Putnam’s Works. 


The Problem of the the Universe, and 


Its Scientific Solution, with some Oriticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, à New Ameri- 

can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper 50 cts. 

** A prose epic of the war, rieh wi incident 

and dramatic power ; breezy from first page to 

last with the living spirit of to-day.”—John 
Swinton's Paper. 

“The 


Golden Throne, a Romance. 
author çertainly has genius. The divine crea- 
tiy spark is wit! The book is filed with 

y thoughts, expressed in manly wor: 
the transcript of a manly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ "INGERSOLL. $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown there i8 much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”—Dr. Henry W. BELLows. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 


other Agnostic Poems. _ Price, 10 cts. 
of the e aboye address 

TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
a Clinton Place, New York. 


Charles Watts’s Works. | 


The History of Freethonght. Bound 
in cloth and lettered. Price, $1.25, CONTENTS : 
Section L Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Lite. Section What it 
Owes to Mohammedanism. Section IIT. Free- 
thought Martyrs and Confessors. Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Reventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Sec- 

tion V. Freet: thought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


The American Secular Union; its 
Necessity, and the Justice of its Nine Demands. 
(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll.) 
82 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22pagesin cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Christian Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles , Bradlaugh, Con- 
tents : The Origin of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical-Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Sceularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 ets. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 


Watta gts P published at ine low price, of FIVE 
CENT! Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the as Heliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible: Freethought and 
Modern Progréss; Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Becu- 


larism; Science and Bible Antagonistic; 
Christian Scheme of Redem tion or all of 
the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 


ER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


FREETHOUGHT NOVEL-. 
The Heathens of the Heath, A finel j 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonne 
author of Exeter Hall, Fainily Creeds, Day of 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 


Family Creeds. By William McDon- 
nell, author of “Exeter Hall. » Price, cloth. 
$1.25; paper, 75 cents. 


Exeter Hall. “ One of the most excit- 


ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel.of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404 pages. $1.25. 


The Outeast. A deep, finely written 


Radical story. From the London edition, By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 


30 cents. 
All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
“The great charm of 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. 

this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and | perspicuity I was scarce ly prepared to ex- 
nd, in such a marked degree, even 
ot so gift ted a pen as-fhat of Miss ixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethough tranks.” Tro» 

$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 
we hav a “Secular Funeral and 


AT LAST! ! Marriage Hand, Book," which 


can be used in m cases, and is indorsed by all 
classes of Liberal: 

Price (cloth bound) by mail, fifty cents in our- 
renoy or postage stamps. A liberal discount to 
agents. 

Address Dr. A. R. AYRES, 810 Broadwa: 
t19 Hannibal, 


LITHOGRAPHS 


S 


Admirers of the Great at Naturalist and practically 
the father of Evolution, will be glad to know that 
we hav a fine lithograph of hon for sale—size 
183x24 inches on heavy plete peper. Framed, the 
picture will make a splendid ornament for the 
parlors of Freethinkers. Price, 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Pl., New York. 


The Seeret of the East; 


OR, 
The Origin of the Christian Religion 
and the Significance of its 
` Rise and Decline. 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


Price, $1.00. For sale at this ofice 
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Poetry. 


Questioning. 


Is there a God who sees and hears, 
Who notes the sparrows when they fall, 
Who knows his children’s griefs and fears, 
And never answers when they cail? 


Who guides them with a loving eye, 
Permits no evil to assail? . 

Is near them when to him they cry; 
Whose tender mercies cannot fail? 


Nay, for I sought him in the morn, 
I sought him in the eventide ; 

I sought him when, with cruel scorn, 
One whom I loved cast me aside. 


I lifted to him pleading eyes, 
I came to him with “ silent speech,” 
So like the helpless babe who tries 
Its mother’s helping hand to reach. 


Ah, if there is a God who hears 
And pities when poor mortals cry, 
He would regard my prayers and tears 
And heal my soul’s deep agony. 


But nevermore an answer comes. 
Back on my soul the surging tide 
Of grief and sorrow rolls and looms ; 
No flowers bloom my path beside. 


Tell me not, then, there is a God 
Who bends. to hear us from above, * 
. And when he lifts the cruel rod 
Applies it in the ‘‘ tenderest love.” 


Such cant may do for those who make 
Their living by the hideous lie, 
But in my soul no echoes wake; 
We do, we suffer, and we die. 
ELVIRA Marta SMYTHE. 
Buffalo, N. Y., May 21, 1886. 
ee 
- Obituary. 
MRS. SARAH O. HILTON. 

This Libera] lady fell into the dreamless sleep 
which awaits us all, May 21, 1886, at the res- 
idence of her only daughter, Mrs. Sarah J. 
Paine, near Earlville, LaSalle Co., Ill. She 
was born in Embden, Somerset Co., Maine, 
June 11, 1818. Her parents were Timothy 
and Jane (McFadden) Cleveland. 

Mrs. Hilton was baptized by the Rev. S. 
Stillson and became a member of the Free 
Will Baptist church, which relation was con- 
tinued for twenty-five years; but as lier relig- 
ious views underwent a change, she found & 
happier association in the company of Free- 
thinkers; and accordingly joined the New 
York Freethinkers’ Association, ard the Jlli- 
nois State Liberal League. She was a woman 
of decided character, and possessed of a good 
and well-informed mind. She was known by 
all the community in which she lived as an 
out-and-out Liberal. For she added deeds to 
words; and was ever ready to lend a helping 
hand to those in sickness and suffering. Her 
funeral was attended by a large number of 
friends and neighbors, many of whom were 
greatly surprised and scandalized at the pro- 
fanity of having such a ceremony without a 
Bible or prayer, or a mention of the name of 
Jesus Christ. Her last words were: 

** "Tis a long, ’tis a last, tis a beautiful rest, 
When all care and sorrow has passed from the 
brow and the breast.” 

"Your humble servant read the burial ser- 
vice. W. 8. BELL. 

— eo 
Death of Another Worker. 
From the Liberal. 

From the effect of uric poisoning, Brother 
Frank Searls, of New Lenox, Ill., cast off the 
mortal body Tuesday, May 11th, at 2 a.m. 
His sickness was not of long duration, but 
during the last three or four years he had at 
times had very serious attacks of a compli- 
cated nature. ` 

Brother Searls wasa man of no ordinary 
make-up. He was born in Westchester 
county, N. Y., in 1828. He came west in 
1850 and settled in Homer township, Will 
county, and was married to Miss Emily 
White, of Lake county, O., in 1851. The 
following year, in company with others, he 
“ crossed the plains" and dug for golden ore 
for over a year. 

Shortly after his return, in 1854, he moved 
with his wife and baby boy about six miles, 
to the township of New Lenox, on a farm, on 
which they made a lovely home, and which 
they hav occupied for over thirty-two years. 
Brother Searls was & practical farmer and 
was noted as a very successful bee raiser. 

The family consists of two children, the 
eldest a son who is quite successful as a phy- 
sician. The daughter, Miss Aga, possesses 
rare artistic gifts. : 

Brother Searls and his wife were among 
the early outspoken Spiritualists, and both 
are an honor to the cause, and exemplars of 
the broadest and truest Liberalism. Frank 
had the reputation of the most sterling integ- 
rity, for his word was never doubted. His 
moral courage was too true and pure for any 
\rimming or time-serving, and it is the com- 
mon expressed opinion that in him was no 
taint of sham or hypocrisy. He was as gen- 
erous as brave, and the tenderness of his 
heart found an outlet in the generous deeds 
ef his hands in time of need. As his last 


written words to his friends, and which he 
desired read ere his body was committed to 
the earth, he said that, in view of the uncer- 
tainty of life, he desired to say that he wished 
no display or eulogistic manifestations over 
his remains. He did not wish his body taken 
to a church, and desired that no member of 
his family should wear mourning, as he was 
satisfied that this had. grown into a foolish 
and senseless custom. All that did not come 
as the result of our pure emotions were of no 
avail. If there was aught in his life worthy 
of imitation, imitate it and bury his imper- 
fections with his remains. Without casting 
any reflections on his friends, he was sorry to 
say that the custom was too common of try- 
ing to outvie each other in doing and saying 
good things about those who had passed pe- 


‘yond the reach or need of their good opinion, 


meaning thereby that the better way is to as- 
sist our friends while they are with us and 
the assistance will be more practical. 

As one of his old time friends, by previous 
arrangement I spoke on the occasion of his 
funeral. Large numbers attended the ser- 
vices; and this I can say in all truth, after an 
acquaintance of thirty years I look upon 
him as the most complete man I hav ever 
known. 

He was a friend and patron of Tne Terura 
SEEKER, and a contributor to the Bennett 
monument. GEORGE Lynn. 


Book Notices. 


‘Tue ORDER or Creation: The Conflict be- 
tween Genesis and Geology. A Contro- 
versy between the Hon. W. E. Gladstone, 
Prof. T. H. Huxley, Prof. Max Miiller, M. 
Réville, E. Lynn Linton. New York: The 
Truth Seeker Company, 33 Clinton Place. 
Pp. 178. Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 
cents. 


This book embraces the five articles which 
made the famous controversy on the above 
subject between W. E. Gladstone, Prof. T. 
H. Huxley, Max Muller, Albert Réville, D.D., 
and Mrs. E. Lynn Liston. 

These papers hav attracted unusual atten- 
tion owing to fhe eminence of the principal 
controversialists in their respectiv fields, and 
many will be glad to learn that they hav been 
collected in a volume and reprinted by the 
Truth Seeker Company. It may be said at 
once that while all the authority resulting 
from distinction and admitted competence in 
scientific inquiry is arrayed upon the side of 
Mr. Gladstone’s antagonists, yet such a mas- 
ter is he of rhetoric and dialectics that for the 
majority of readers the victory may seem 
doubtful. To all who wish to keep abreast 
of the time in its best and most authoritativ 
utterances on these subjects the reading of 
this book cannot well be dispensed with.— 
Day Star. 


The Trotn SEEKER ANNUAL AND FREE- 
THINKERS ALMANAC for 1886 is replete with 
information of a useful and varied character. 
It also contains thirty portraits, in which we 
find ‘‘ Saladin " (Stewart Ross) and Charles 
A. Watts mixed up with such celebrities. as 
J. S. Mill, George Eliot, Mrs. Besant, Brad- 
laugh, Haeckel, Comte, Gibbon, Darwin, 
Huxley, Tyndall, Voltaire, and Humboldt. 
We hav no word to say against these young 
men; but they might hav been left to win 
their spurs before being knighted. There is 
a good article on ‘How Voltaire Died,” 
which will tend much to destroy one of the 
strongest evidences of Christianity and with 
it one of the most awful warnings to unbe- 
lievers. It is a thousand pities that the pious 
stories so often told of the death scenes of 
Voltaire and Paine are no truer than the fall 
of man, the birth of Jesus, or the fitness of 
St. Kerferd for the judicial bench; but, alas! 
so it is. We expect the Christians will be 
compelled soon to invent a few noted modern 
death-bed .scenes wherewith to defend their 
blessed religion. . Without lying, it cannot be 
made to work.—Melbourne, Australia, Liber- 
ator. 

The June number of the North American 
Review has articles as follows: Socialism in 
America, by Richard T. Ely; Free Trade in 
Discussion, by Gail Hamilton; Edwin M. 
Stanton, by Donn Piatt; Why am Ia Pres- 
byterian? by the Rev. John Hall; Defense of 
Charleston, S. C., by Gen G. T. Beauregard ; 


The President and the Senate, by Dorman B. | 


Eaton; Gladstone, by Gen. Adam Badeau ; 
The Labor Crisis, by Henry Clews, Rufus 
Hatch, and S. B. Elkins; Notes and Com- 
ments, by Senator Ingalls and Jessee Cool- 
idge. Price fifty cents. "This magazine may 
be ordered through the Truth Seeker Co. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it. j 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents; 
twenty ave copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish that the friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


THE MODERN BALAAM. 


Showing the Balaam of modern times to be ghe 
priests. Itisa splendid pictorial argument. Price, 


‘per dozen, 30 cents par hundred, $1.50. 


- cloth, gilt top. Price $1.50. 


Impending Danger to Personal Liberty. 
From the Mercury. 

It is proper at this time to call attention to 
the fact that there is great danger of degrad- 
ing the law to the level of oppression. The 
brief anarchic outburst at Chicago and the 
labor troubles at Milwaukee and in this city 
hav caused the more inconsiderate of the press 
to raise an unnecessary Clamor which bodes 
no good to personal rights. In some cases 
selfish interests hav prompted the clamor and 
judges hav availed themselvs of it to ride into 
cheap popularity. But it is a great mistake 
to think that public opinion is veering to- 
wards despotism. The people are not ready 
for martial law in the guise of civil law. 
Judge Rogers, of Chicago, went very far in 
his charge to thegrand jury when he madean 


accessory in a crime a principal. His idea. 


seemed to be that of the days of Toler, the 
Irish judge, who was more incendiary than 
the alleged incendiaries whom he tried. There 
would be little freedom of speech if his views 
were Carried out. Anarchists are a hateful 
lot, but their presence should not imperil free 
speech everywhere. Judge Mallory, of Mil- 
waukee, charged the grand jury that trades 
unionists become conspirators when they com- 
bine to secure their objects. Such construc- 
tion of the principles of law would cause the 
dispersal of political assemblies, in which the 
harangs are often violent and even revolu- 
tionary, and make every secret association 


punishable for conspiracy. The Federal Con- 
stitution prohibits Congress from making any 
law “abridging the freedom of speech, or the 
right of the people peaceably to assemble and 
petition the government for grievances.” That 
limiting clause applies to Congress solely. It 
affects the people of the states bnt indirectly. 
But what says the Constitution of New York? 
It directly ordains that ‘‘no law shall be 
passed abridging the right of the people peace- 
ably to assemble and petition the government 
or any department thereof." It will be per- 
ceived that the state constitution givs a larger 
scope for the redress of grievances than the 
Federal organic law. But what is remarka- 
ble is the larger liberty given by the state 
constitution to the freedom of speech and of 
the press. Itordains that ‘‘ every citizen may 
freely speak, write, and publish his sentiments 
on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse 
of the samc." Responsibility for abuse, as 
the clause shows, alludes to the remedial pro- 
ceeding in the nature of libel, and not to 
prosecutions by the state for incendiary lan- 
guage. But the clause is most specific and 
peremptory, and concludes, ‘‘and no law 
shall be passed to restrain or abridge the lib- 
erty of speech or the press.” There is just 
now a need of a knowledge of personal rights 
as defined in the state constitution and which 
will be found in all the constitutions of the 
states. The right of free speech involves the 
liberty of the press, and when the mouths of 
all citizens are closed by law a free press will 
cease to exist. 


Ingersoll’s Tributes 


REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: í 
The Vision of War, 

Tribute to his Brother, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. 


The price of these heretofore has been $1. We 
offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 
THE FOUR FOR FIFTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

33 Clinton Pl., New York. 


A SKETCH OF THE LIFE 


APOLLONIU3 OF TYANA, 


OR THE 
First Ten Decades ef Our Era. 


BY 
DANIEL M. TREDWELL. 

Designed to show upon the authority of History 
that Apollonius of Tyana performed miracles and 
spoke wise sayings equal to those attributed to 

esus Christ. 350pp., octavo, best style. Price $2.50. 

Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER office. 


A STUDY 


PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY | 


BY LEWIS &. JANES, 


This book treats of the natural evolution of the |, 


Christian religion, its historical antecedents in 
Palestinian Judaism and Roman Paganism ; in- 
vestigates the history of the founder of Christian- 
ity in the light of the latest scientitic criticism of 
the New Testament; shows that the true story of 
the Man Jesus, and his genuin teachings are 
separable from the later legendary accretions 
which hav confounded him with the mythical 
Christ, and traces the natural development of 
Christian dogma and ecclesiastical institutions. 
Complete references and full index.  8320pp. 8vo, 


Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER Office, 


THE HUMBOLDT LIBRARY. 


Price 15 cents each number, unless otherwise marked, 


1. Light Science for Leisure Hours. A series of 

] amiliar essays on astronomical and other 
natural phenomena. By Richard A. Proc- 
tor, F.R.A.S. - ‘ 

2, The Forms of Water in Clouds and Rivers, Ice 
and Glaciers. 19 illustrations. By John Tyn- 
dall, F.R.S. a 

8. Physies and Politics. An application of the 
principles of Natural Science to Politica} 

oclety. By Walter Bagehot, Author o. 

“The English Constitution.” 

4. Man's Place in Nature. With numerous illus- 

. trations. By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.8. 

5. Education, Intellectual, Moral, and Physical. 
By Herbert Spencer. 

6. Town Geology. With Appendix on Coral and - 
Coral Beers By Charles Kingsley. 2 : 

7. Conservation of Energy. With numerous Illus- 
trations. By Balfour Stewart, LL.D. 

8. Study of Longuages prought back to its Trus 
principles. By ©. Marcel, | 

9. The Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer. 

10. Theory 5f Sound in its Relation to Music. 
Numerous illustrations. By By Prof. Pietro 
Dlaserna. 

11. ) The Naturalist on the River Amazon. | À rec- 

ord of 11 years’ travel. By Henry Walter 

12. Bates, F.L.S. Not sold separately. 

18. Mind and Body. The theories of their rela- 

tions. By Alexander Bain, LL.D. 
The Wonders of the Heavens. 82 illustrations. 
By Camille Flammarion. 


14. 


15. Longevity. The means of prolonging life after 
muddle age. By John Gardner, M.D, 

16. Origin of Species. By Thomas H. Huxley, 

17. Progress : Its Law and Cause. With other dis- 
quisitions. By Herbert Spencer. : 

18. Lessons in Electricity. 60 illustrations. Br 
John Tyndall, F.R.S. 

19. Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. By 
Richard A. Proctor. 

20. 


5 Romanos of Astronomy. By R. Kalley Miller, 
" 1 


21. The Physical Basis of Life, with other essays. 
By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. 


22. Seeing and Thinking. By William Kingdon 
Clifford, F.R.8S. 
93. Scientitic Sophisms. A review of current 


theories conce-ning Atoms, Apes, and Men. 
By Samuel Wainwright, D.D. 
. Popular Scientific Lectures. Illustrated. By 
Prof, H, Helmhcltz. = 
Origin of Nations. By Prof. Geo. Rawlinson, 
Oxford University. 
. The Evolutionist at Large. By Grant Allen. 
. History, of Landholdii in England. By 
Joseph Fisher, F.R.H. 
Fashion in Deformity. as illustrated in the 
customs of Darbarous and Civilized Races. 
Numerous illustrations. By William Henry 
Flower, F.R.S. 
19. Facts and Fictions of Zoology. Numerous: 
illustrations. By Andrew Wilson, Ph. D. : 
3). Y Study of Words. By Richard Chenevix 
21 f Trench. 
32. Hereditary Traits and other Essays. By Rich- 
ard A. Proctor. 
33. Vignettes from Nature. By Grant Allen. 
34. Philosophy of Style. By Herbert Spencer. 
35. Oriental Religions. By John Caird, Pres. 
niv. Glasgow, and Others. 
Lectures on Evolution. Illustrated. By Prof. 
T. H., Huxley. 
37. Six Lectures on Light. Ilustrated. By John 
‘Tyndall. ° $ 
a Geological Sketches. By Archibald Gcikie, 
295 F.R.S. 
40. ‘The Evidence of Organic Evolution. By Geo. 
J. Momaues, F.R.S. 
By W. M. 


41. Current Discussions in Science. 
Williamsy F.C.8. 

42, Ilistory of the Science of Politics. By Freder- 
ick Pollock. ! 

43. Darwin and Humboldt. Dy Professor Huxley, 
Professor Agassiz, and others. 

44.) Dawn of History. . By C. F. Keary, of the 

45.f British Museum. 

16. Diseases of Memory. By Th. Ribot. Tran- 
slated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. 

47. Childhood of Loligions. By Edward Clodd, 
FARAS. 

48. Lifcin Nature. Illustrated. By Jas. Hinton. 

49. The Sun: its Constitution; its Phenomena; 
its Condition. By Judge Nathan ‘I. Curr, 
Columbus, Ind. 

50.1 Money and the Mechanism of Exchange. Dy 

alf Prof. W. Stanley Jevons, F.R.S. 

53. Diseases of the Will. By Th. Ribot. Trans- 
lated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. 

53. Animal Automatism, and other Essays. By 

Prof. T. H. Huxley, F.R.S. | f 
2 Bithand Growthof Myth. By Edward Clodd. 
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55. Scientific Basis of Morals, and other Essays. 
By William Kingdon Clitford, F.R.S. 
m Illusions. By James Sully. 
58.) The Origin of Species. By Charles Darwin. 
59.f Two double numbers, 30 cents cach. 
60. Childhood of the World. By Edward Clodd. 
61. Miscellaneous Essays. By Richard A. Proctor. 
62. Religions of the Ancient World. By Prof. Geo. 
Rawlinson, University of Oxford. Double 
number, 30 cents. 
Progressive Morality. By Thomas Fowler, 
L DA president of Corpus Christi College, 
xford. 
. Distribution of Animals and Plants. Dy A. 
Russel Wallace and W. T. Thiselton Dyer. 
. Conditions of Mental Development; and other 
Essays. By Wm, Kingdon Clifford. 
. Technical Education ; and 
Thomas H. Huxley, F.R. 
. The Black Death. An Account of the Great 
Pestilence of the Fourteenth Century: By 
J. F. C. Hecker. 
. (Special number, 10 cents.) Three Essays, by 
erbert Spencer. 
. Double Number, scout. Fetichism : A Con- 
i tribution to Anthropology and the History 
: of Religion. By Fritz Schultze, Ph.D. Trans- 
‘lated from the German by J. Fitzgerald, 


63. 


other Essays. By 


: 10. Essays Speculativ and Practical. By Herbert. 

; Spencer. 

:"i. Anthropology. By Daniel Wilson, LL.D. 
With Ap endix on Archeology. ‘By E. B. 
Tylor, FRB. 

: 72. The Dancing Mania of the Middle Ages. By 

: J. F. C. Hecker, M. 

73. Evolution in History, Language; and Science. 

‘our dresses delivered at the London 

Crystal Palace School of Art, Science, and 
Literature. ae f 

74. The Descent of Man; and selection in relation 
to Sex. By Charles Darwin. 

15 cents each. 


- Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
88 Clinton Place, New York, 
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Ingersolls Works. 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
.In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods," 
e Humboldt," * ‘Thomas Paine,” ** Individual- 
ity,” and “ Heretics and Heresies,” ` ] 
The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: “The Ghosts,” “Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,” * The Declaration of In- 
dependence,” “About Farming in lilinois," 
‘The Grant Banquet,” “The ov. Alexander 
Clark,” “The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream,” and “ A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll.” 
Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
cioth, $1.25, a as 
Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
Plain cloth, $1.25, 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 
per, cents, 
By R. G. 


The Christian Religion. 


‘Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah S. Black, and’ Prof. 
George F, Fisher, Paper; 60 cents; cloth, $1. " 
Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10 cerits, $1.00 per doz. post paid. "Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures, 
This makes a grand missionary ‘document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 


Ingersoll Cateehised: His Answers to |. 


& Number of Vital Questions: Propounded by 
the paltor S the san eager 5 conta; po 
cents per dozen; copies, $1; copies, $3. 
Millions of these should be circulated. , 


Vindieation of Thomas Paine from 


the attacks of the New York Observer, b b- 
ert G, Ingersoll, Price, 10 cents, pO : 


Address on the Civit Righis Bill. 


Large size octavo, paper, 15 cents. 
In 


ersoll’s Lectures Complete. 

und in one volume. To meet the demand 
for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on *'Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
price of $%, Bent by mail postpaid. . 


Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s “Tribute to 

is Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “Grant 
Banquet Toast," and the recent address over 
“Little Harry Miller's Grave,” that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x29, illu- 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suita- 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 

to any address, for 50cts, or either one for 15cts, 


Prose Poems and Selections. This 


new book is a gem. Itis.a model in every re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated “ Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures; letters, table-talks, and ay-to-day con- 
versations of the author, The work is designed 
for and be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir, To help it serve this 
purpose a fine steel portrait, with auto raph 
‘ac simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled e Res gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9, 


The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and 


Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 
life, price, $1.50 each, Every admirer of these 
apostles o: ligious Liberty should hav them, 


Photozra hs of Colonel Ingersoll. 

Buper otographs, 22x28, $5; panel, 104x17, 

$3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 ponte ; card, Lj E 
: Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


J. E. Remsburg's Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 
Price, 10 cents singly; 76 cents per dozen, Asa 
Missionary Document it isunexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality ; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform ; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
Church and the Republic, 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture: Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating; Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars of 
Conquest and Extermination; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals ; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
arid Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Babbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads; Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Bun ay Arguments ; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the ristian Fathers; The 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages: The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws. Price, % cents; six copies, $1.00. 


image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts, 


Thomas P aine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty. -Tells the stor 
of the Author-Hero's life, delineates the lead- 

Zing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 

dicates his name from the agpersions cast upon 

it. Choice extracts from “Common Sense,” 

“ American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 

of Reason " are given ; also, tributes to Paine’s 

character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and merica, many of them 
written expressly for this work.. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a kandane 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 


cloth, 75 cents, 
The Apostle of Liberty. An address 


delivered in Paine Hal], before the N. E. Free- 
mund Convention, January 29, 1884. Price, 
cents. D 
È . THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


ures. 
MEN, WOMEN, AND GODS: Introductory; 


eee baa S PTE d a iet er on 


f Introduction by ; 
s ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Helen H. Gardener was first introduced to the public by Col. Ingersoll, since when she has 
won a place in the hearts of all Freethinkers by her ability, and by the brihancy of her lect- 
The contents of this volume are: 
mies; Geographical Religion; Révelation; Evi- 
dence of Faith; Did He talk? What You 
May Think; Intellectual Gag-Law; The Vi- 
carious Theory the Cause of Crime; Revision; 
The Church's Mouey-Bux; Shall Progress Stop? 


Accident Insurance; Chiefly Women; Why 
Women Support It; What It Teaches; From 
Moses to Paul; The Fruit of the Treeof Knowl- 
edge; Knowledge Not a Crime; As Much In- 
spired as Any of It. 

VICARIOUS ATONEMENT: Fear; Beginning 
to Think; Creeds; Self-Control What We Need; 
Vicarious Atonement Not a Christian Inven- 
tion; Twin Monsters from Intellectual Pig- 


Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 Cents, 


The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 
Photo-Engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale at this office. Price, 40c. ; with autograph, 50c, 


SOCIAL WEALTH: 


The Sote Factors and 
Exact Ratios in Bts Acquir«ment nnd Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS 


FICTIONS: Church Fictions ;. Historical Facts 
—(Civilization, Comparativ Staths, Women as 
Persons, Education, As Wives, Not Woman's 
Friend, Morals). 


ership; Private Property in Land; Capital and 
the Proluctiv Factors; Partnership aud Co-op- 
eration; Law of Contracts; Money and Credit; 
Of Value or Economic Ratios; Taxation as a 
Remcdy; Reforms, not Remedies; Suggestions 
to Legislators; Conclusion. 


CONTENTS: Economie Schools: a brief re- 
view of their Origin and Growth; Rise and 
Growth of Capitalism; Unearned lucrease: 
profit, interest, rent; Conservation of Wealth; 
Tools and hnproved Machinery; The Nature of 
Wages; Private and Social Wealth; Land Own- 


PRICE, CLOTH, $1.09. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 33 Clinton Place, New York City. 


RATIONAL GOMMUNISM, 


THE PRESENT 
. AND 
THE FUTURE REPUBLIC OF NORTH AMERICA. 
BY A CAPITALIST: 


A Book Advocating Associate Life as a Remedy for Poverty, Vice, aud Crime. It deals with 
the present Conditions of society in this country, pointing out their imperfections. and showing how 
it is almost impossible that the people should be other than poor and vicious under our present sys- 
tem. The remedy, the author thinks, is in communal life, and he has drawn a vivid picture of the 


future Republic of North America, as it will be when society shall be organized on the principles of, 


Rational Communism. The book is vigorously and interestingly written. 

Contents: The titles of some of the chapters are: Present External Appearance of Our Re- 
public; Government and Laws; Finance; Public Improvements; Production and Distribution ; 
Education; Morality and Religion; Marriage and Divorce; Life in the New Republic; Life in the 
Existing Republic; Examination of the Objections to Communism; Methods Proposed for the 
Transition from the System of Individual Property to a System of Collectiv Property; Danger. 
Price, $1.50. 7 

i Taha and for sale by the Truth Seeker Company, 33 Clinton Place, New York City. 


RUPTURES CURED 


myMedical Compound und Improved 
lastic Supporter Truss in from 30 to 
90 days. Reliable references given. Send 
stamp for circular, and say in what papet 
you saw my advertisement. Address Capt, 


W. A. Collings, Smithville, Jefferson Oo. 23.1 


Bible Inquirer. A Key.to Bible In- 
vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions, 
with numerous references and citations, that 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
of other propositions in the same book. Price 
25 cente. `- f 


HISTORICAL FACTS AND THEOLOGICAL 


eT 


DR, R. P. FELLOWS 


——0--__—_0--——-0. 


is aregularly educat- 
ed and legally quali- 
fied physician, and 
the most successful 
as his practice will 
prove. He has for 
wenty years treated 
exclusivly all diseases 
of the Sexual Organs, 
in the cures of which 
he stands 
SPERMATORRH(EA 
and IMPOTENOCY 


&buse in youth and 
sexual excesses in ma- 
furer years, causing 
night emissions by 
dreams, lossof sexual 

. power, rendering 

marriage improper and unhappy; etc., are cure 
ermanently by an outside application in sixty 
ays. NO STOMACH MEDICIN USED. Itis one 

of Dr. Fellows’ valuable discoveries, which is en- 
tirely unknown to the medical profession, It is 
not a catch-penny get up, such as a pad, belt, pas- 
tille, nor magnetic appliance, but simply a medi- 
cin to be applied externally on the parts affected, 
which cures by absorption. Send tive 2-cent stamps 
for his * Private Counselor,” giving full informa- 

tion. Address Dr. R. P. Fellows, Vineland, N. J., 

and say where you saw this adverlisment. : 


N. B.—Dr. Fellows begs leave to say that he is 
an Infidel of the most pronounced character, Bro. 


Liberals, your patronage 1s solicited. 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 


SUBJECTS : 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in English or German 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. 

SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, thc 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the ‘Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr, E. B. Foote. Five volumes, at $1 each, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for 12. 

SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth 
volume of “Science in Story.”) 50 cents, 

HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes. A valuable reference pampliet of 128 pages. 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. 

SANITARY-SCIENCE . SERIES (Dine Pam 
phiets). By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, advocating personal and public hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; “Health in the Sun- 
beam,” considering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and well, Éy mail, 10 cents each. 

HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). ‘The Law 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages cloth 
bound, $2; “Heredity,” by Loring Moody, 159 

ages, cloth, 75 cents; * The Law of Heredity,” by 
E H. Marsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 
Human Temperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; ‘Generation before Regen- 
eration,” by Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; “ Re- 
ports of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
1882,” 10 centa: hird Annaa Convontion of the 
Institute of Heredity, May 29, 1 ' 10 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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Books on Prac ical Steps in fresen; Neede. 


History of Woman's Costume "Movement; its 
first 35 years, Events and Persesutions, Supple- 
mented by Modern Martyrdom. 132pp., fine paper, 
9c. Progress vs. Fashion.  32pp., paper, 10; 
Woman's Way Out. 32pp., paper, 10c. Love and 
Transition. Poctic, in two parts; an Epic and an 
Argument. 19!pp., in fine cloth and gilt, 75s. , 

Sent on receipt of price. hv the author, 

tojn1 M. E. ‘LILLOTSON, Vineland, N. J. 


Bible Fabrications Refuted 
and 
The Errors of the Bible Exposed, 
BY 0. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
83 Clinton Place; New York. 


reeminent ` 


as the result of self- ` 


“Gems of Thought. |  Qdds m 


Odds and nds. 


ENGLAND should rid herself of priestcraft and 
the shams of theology. They are expensiv incubi 
that bear down mercilessly upon the masses, 
and cause them to believe the most absurd false- 
hoods and to munificently sustain their pro- 
moters,—D, M. Bennett. 


Ir it be possible to interest the imagination and 
the heart in favor of error it is at least no less pos- 
sible to interest them in favor of truth, If it be 
possible to extinguish allthe most generous and 
heroic feelings of our nature, by teaching us to 
connect the ideas of them with those of guilt and 
impiety, it is surely equally. possible to cherish 
&nd strengthen them by establishing the natural 
' alliance between our duty and our happiness, If 
it be possible for the influence of fashion to veil 
the nativ deformity of vice, and to giv to low and 
criminal indulgences the appearance of spirit, of 
elegance, and of gaiety, can we doubt of the pos- 
Sibility of counecting in the tender mind those 
pleasing associations with pursuits that are truly 
worthy and honorable ?—Dugald Stewart. 

In the last year of the reign of Charles II. a 
great change was made in London. An ingenious 
projector, named Edward Henning, obtained let- 
ters patent conveying to him for & term of years 
the exclusiv right to light up the city. His 
scheme was enthusiastically applauded and furi- 
ously attacked. The friends of improvement ex- 
toled him as the greatest of all the benefactors of 
his city, What, they asked, were the boasted in- 
veutions of Archimedes when compared with the 
achievement of the man who had turned the noc- 
turnal shades into noonday? In spite of these 
eloquent eulogies, the cause of darkness was not 
left undefended. There were fools in that age 
who opposed the introduction of what was called 
the new light as strenuously as fools in our age 
hav opposed the introduction of vaccination and 
railroads, as strenuously as the fools of an age an- 
- terior to the dawn of history doubtless opposed 
the introductiun of the plough and of alphabetical 
writing.—Macaulay. 

Tur belief in “the millennium” lasted on with 


the vulgar and with some eminent Christians . 


after the most thoughtful and educated men of 
the church had abandoned it and frowned upon 
the Apocalypse, just as Luther did. St. Jerome 
(345-420), who is called the most learned of the 
fathers, pronounces *the millennium and the 
earthly rule of the savior” to be a Jewish error; 
but he adds that, by his disbelief, fury will be ex- 
cited against him in persons of importance.—F. 
W, Newman, 

No wonder that fable is the enemy of knowledge. 
A man with a false diamond shuns the society of 
lapidaries, and it is upon this principle that super- 
stition abhors science.—Ingersoll, ` 

TRE law of servitude in marriage is a monstrous 

_ contradiction to all the principles of the modern 
world, and to all the experience through which 
those principles hav been slowly and painfully 
worked out. Itis the sole case, now that negro 
slavery has been abolished, in which. & human 
being in the plenitude of every faculty is deliv- 
ered up to the tender mercies of another human 
being, in the hope, forsooth, that this. other will 
use the power.solely for the good of the person 
subjected to it. Marriage is the only actual bond- 
age known to our law, There remain no legal 
slaves except the mistress of every house.—JMfil's 
Subjection of Women. 

Compassion ought, like all other feelings, to be 
under the government of reason, and has, for 

. want of such government, produced some ridicu- 
lous and some deplorable effects. But the more we 
study the annals of the past. the more shall we 
rejoice that we liv in a merciful age, in an age in 
which cruelty is abhorred, andin which pain, even 
when deserved, is inflicted reluctantly and from a 
sense of duty.—Macaulay. 


Ir was onlya short time after Sam Jones left 
Chicago that the city began to hav riots, 


In these days the most popular minister is he 
who plays the saint with the men and the devil 
with the women. 


BrronE marriage a man thinks his girl prettier 
than his friend’s, After marriage he thinks his 
friend's wife prettier than his own. 


Tur innate modesty of newspaper men is shown 
by the fact that a Texas editor killed three men 
the other day, and,in alluding to the incident 
afterward, acknowledged that he only tried to kill 
one.—Chicago Tribune. 


" THERE are two things which I positivly will 
not eat for supper,” said Gubbins. “And what 
are they?” asked his friend. “ Breakfast and din- 
ner,” was the reply.—2Dansviile Breeze, ` 1 ghd 


EIGHTEEN thousand dollars is an enormous price 
to pay for a small peachblow vase, that’s a fact; 
but look at the man who squanders $30,000 on the 
flowing bowl, and all he has to show for it is a 
peachblow nose, not one-fourth the size of the vase 
aforesaid.—Norristown Herald. 


Trey were arguing about the sinfulness of 
using tobacco, * What would you think,” said the 
minister, impressivly, "if you met an angel com- 
ing down the street with a cigar in its mouth?” 
“What,” retorted the sinner. * would you think if 
you 8aw one in a plug hat and a pair of ear muffs 
coming up the street ?"—Lowell Citizen, 


REGRET, 
I do not mourn, sweet wife of mine, 
Because those ruby lips of thine— 
That marble brow— 
Were kissed by one who might hav been, 
Had I not chanced to step between, 
Thy husband now, 


I sigh not that his arms were placed 
Some scores of times around your waist 
] Bo sweet and slim, 
Oh, no, my love ! the woe you see 
Is mine because you wedded me 
Instead of him. 


* A Youna Wire's GREATEST TriaL” is the title 
of a story in the Christian Observer, We know 
what it is all abont just as well as if we had read 
it, She forgot to bring in the wood and break up 
the kindling the night before; then she overslept 
and the rain was pouring down like all possessed, 
and there was a small lake intervening between 
the back door and the wood-house, and her rub- 
bers leaked; and then the fire wouldn't burn, and 
the coffee was muddy, and the muffins heavy, and 
the steaks burned; the baby cried, husband was 
cross and scolded, and she wondered why girls 
were all so crazy to get married.—Chicago Sum. 


A BcENE-PArNTEB'S Outfit and a Carpenters 
Tool-Chest were hurrying down street when they 
met a Toiling Dramatist. ‘Out of tho way V. 
they said, haughtily, as the Toiling Dramatist 
bared his head and Bowed Low, “ We are going 
down to the Lumber-Yard to get a New American 
Play.” ‘‘ But,” pleaded the Toiling Dramatist, 
“here is one I hav just written. The Heroin is a 
Pure Young Girl——" ** That settles it,” they said, 
harshly, *“ It’s a Domestic Production, What we 
want is an Ameriean Play that is Purely English, 
and hasn't a throb of any other Sort of Purity in 
the whole Five Acts, and we can Make it Our- 
selvs, Away, slight manager!” And, trampling 
over his. Prostrate Form, they got their Lumber 
and Canvas, in twenty-four hours, sawed out a 
play which they filled with Circus Posters, and 
run every night for Two Years. Moral: Tho Race 
is not Always to the Swift, but sometimes to 
the Fellow who Cuts across the Course and Gets 


There. 
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dies of the Week.. 

CmonzmAis;yieiting Japan. ——— l 
A PROHIBITORY liquor law has passed the 
' Rhodé. Island: House of Representativs. 

‘Tu body.of Dr. Dio Lewis, who died May 
21st, was cremated at the Fresh Pond, L. T., 
crematory.: ... 

sg BSow. to the "depth of several inches was 
reported fróm:various towns in northern Ver- 
monton May 27th. 4., 

SEVENTEEN Icelanders and their families, 
who had: joined the Mormon faith, landed at 
this port last week on their way to Utah. 

A SOULLING match between Ross and Tee- 


mer last Monday for $1,000 and the cham- 
pionship of America was won by Teemer. 


Fire destroyed a church worth $70,000 in 
Elmira, N.Y., on the 27th ult. A church 
was also burnt in Franklin, Mass., on the 
same day. ^". 2E E 

‘Tux Rey. Mr. Kittredge, under indictment 
for libeling a judge in Chicago, has been 
called to the pülpit'of a church in New York 

; city ata salary of $10,000. 
Corrüw,-ehairman. of. the Executiv. Com- 
mittee of the Car-driver's Association of this 
city, is under indictment for theft, said to hav 
been ‘committed four years ago. 


Ar Amsterdam, N. Y., Reuben Quihot, 
| leader of the Amsterdam Salvation Army, 
' charged with stealing sheep, has been con- 
:vicfed and fined $26 or three months in the 
penitentiary. He paid the fine. 


, Tux Rev. Mr. Scott, pastor of the First 
Congregational church, of Evanston, Ill., has 
| been asked to resign. The specific offenses 
charged against Mr. Scott appear to be cigar- 
smoking in public and riding a bicycle. 


An old. negro, much alarmed, went to a judge 
and said:''"Jedge, dar's er lot er haugs been 
stoled down my neighborhood lately, an’ fust 
thing yer khow somebody's gwine ter be errested. 
I knows who tuck ’em, an’ if you'll let me turn 
states everdence, I'll tell yer.” ‘You were con- 
cerned, eh?” “Yas, sah; au'if yer'lllet me turn 
de everdence, PU tell yer zackly who tuck dem 
haügs." “All right." “Won't do nothin’ wid 
me?" “Nota thing.” Will yer sw'ar it?" ‘ Yes, 
if necessary." “But will yer put it in .writin’?” 
“Yes,” The judge drew up an agreement, and 
when he had read it, the old negro said: “ Dat 
soun’s sorter like it, Sho’ dis dóckymentll stan’?” 
* Of course i6 will. Now tell me who stole de 
hogs.” **Won't do nothin’ wid me?" “No.” 
“Well, jedge, I stoled dem hogs by merse'f. 
Good-day,; sah. J thanks yer fer yer kindness."— 
Arkansaw Traveler, 


Paine Vindicated! 


y —— 

A thorough and overwhelming reply to'the New 
York Observer's slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution, Containing 
both the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


—o— 


TwENTY-8IX bills of indictment were found 
by the Chicago grand jury against Spies, 
Fielden, and their confreres. The indict- 
ments are for murder, conspiracy, assault 
with intent to kill, and for unlawful assembly. 


Tu public schools were closed on Wednes- 
day of last week in order that the Sunday- 
school children might parade. When the 
children of Jews or Freethinkers remain away 
from school for any cause, they are given de- 
merit marks. 


Miss Rose ELIZABETH CLEVELAND, the pres- 
ident’s sister, has written a poem, which was 
published in a number of papers last Monday. 
It is entitled, ** An Old Virgil with Notes,” 
and possesses no discoverable merit. It is 
pretty bad poetry. 

COLONEL INGERSOLL, in association with 
-Roscoe Conkling, is counsel in a $2,000,000 
suit against the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, of which Jay Gould is the head. 
His opening speech was remarked upon as 
being almost unequaled in the annals of the 
bar. i : 


May 24th was the 67th anniversary of Queen 
Victoria's birth. It was also the third anni- 
versary of the opening of the big bridge be- 
tween New York and Brooklyn. Inthe three 
years 45,186,854 people’ hav crossed the 
bridge, and the tolls hav amounted to $1,621,- 
639.87. 

MonsieNor Renter, aged 60, a prelate in 
the pope’s household and an eminent writer 
and preacher, who is the descendant of a Ve- 
netian Doge, appeared before the Rev: Dr. 
Nevin, in the American Church of St. Paul, 
May 24th, abjured the Catholic faith, and 
entered the Anglican Episcopal church. 

Tnx Maine authorities retaliated on the 
Canadian government (which seized two Yan- 
kee fishing schooners in Canadian waters) by 
holding at Portland a British schooner whose 
captain could not show his manifest or list of 
cargo. The fine imposed by law is $500. The 
schooner was released last Sunday as an ex- 
ample for the Canadians to follow. 


The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the.memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication, 


60pp. Price 10 cents; 12 copies, $1. 


A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Doserver relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hay written the alleged account, 


18pp. Price 5 cents; 25 for $1.00. 


For these two pamphlets address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Pl., New York. 


The Bible Analyze 


John R. Kelso, A.M. 


Decoration Day was generally observed 
last. Monday. President Cleveland reviewed 
the great processions in Brooklyn and New 
York, and, as his wedding day was set down 
for Wednesday, June 2d, the bands played 
wedding music when they passed the grand 
stand. The bride-elect, Miss Folsom, saw 
the ceremonies from a window. There were 
large crowds at Grant's tomb, and the war 
ships in the North River fired innumerable 
salutes. As usual, people living outside the 
city came in, and those living inside went 
out, so that the cars and boats were crowded 
both ways. The weather was favorable, and 
the general celebration exercises of the day 
were regarded as finer than any previous for 
a long time. 3 
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dates and Clippings. . 


Mrs. Margaret Donnan, & widow, cut the 
throats of her three young daughters, May 
18th, and then killed herself. She resided in 
Lincoln county, W. Va., and left a statement 
saying she had been called upon by the Lord 
to make the sacrifice to satisfy divine wrath. 


Tue Rev. J. H. Cason, of Graham, Texas, 
‘said: "Iam thinking of going North to beg 
some money to aid in building two Baptist 
churches in Texas. What would you ad- 
vise?" We advised him to take with him 
enough to pay his expenses back.—Richmond 
Religious Herald, 

Ir is reported in an Augusta, Ga., newspa- 
per that Sam Jones is making money fast and 
investing it with care. He owns several 
farms near Cartersville, and his house is the 
finest in the town. His family rides in a fine 
carriage drawn by good horses, and they do 
say in Cartersville that the first time Mrs. 
Jones aired her carriage she drove by the 
house of a certain neighbor thirteen times by 
actual count. 

A THEOLOGIOAL paper quotes an attempted 
translation of & passage from Edward von 
Hartman’s “ Religion of the Future,” the fol- 
lowing being the corrected translation: 
** Without eudæmonological pessimism evolu- 
tionistic optimism must lead to irreligious 
secularism ; without evolutionistic optimism 
eudemonological pessimism must become an 
indolent despondency or degenerate into re- 
ligious ascetism.” The theological paper at- 
tempts to ridicule this as unintelligible. The 
sense was clear enough, even in that which 
the critic had before him, the word ** must” 


being the only one misplaced, the translator 
having followed the German idiom too slav- 
ishly. If the theologian does not permit a 


‘suitable technical expression for works of 


philosophy, he can find at least as much mat- 
ter for sport in in the machine shop, in the 
laboratory, or in any branch of art or sci- 
ence. It would not do, however, to deprive 
theology of its technical vocabulary.— Gal. 
veston News, 


GxonGE W. VaveraN, of Buffalo, has a big 
Confederate flag that floated over the Rich- 
mond Dispatch otfice until Richmond fell. 
Some time ago he wrote to the Dispatch peo- 
ple telling them that he had their old flag, 
and offering to exchange it for a Union flag. 
The answer came promptly and politely that 
they had had all they. wanted of the rebel 


flag, and that Mr. Vaughan was quite wel- 


come to it. 


On Sunday last the Roman Catholics dedi- 
cated in Stamford, Conn., one of the most 
magnificent church buildings in the United 
States. It has been sixteen years in building, 
and its total cost is more than half a million 
of dollars Twenty-five thousand more will 
be required for a spire and bells. A chime 
similar to the famous Shandon bells will. be 
put in when it iscompleted. It is superior to 
some cathedrals in large cities. That church 
has probably cost more money than the entire 
Catholic population of Stamford possesses, 
unless their circumstances hav changed within 
a short time. Roman Catliolic methods com- 
mand pecuniary success. They exact from 
the poor the two mites, “ nolens volens," and 
from the rich all they will giv; and then, by 
a species of solicitation behind which the 
figure of the boycott appears, induce Prot- 


estant storekeepers and mechanics to con- 
tribute to their various collateral and subor- 
dinate enterprises. Hence, the magnificence 
of their churches does not imply the prosper- 
ity or even the comfort of their own people 
jn general, but is one of the causes of their 
poverty.—Christian Advocate, 


Mr. Ricuagp H. Tuoryton, of Portland, 
Oregon, writing in the Church Press on Sun- 
day observance, says: ‘‘(1.) St. Paul 
classes Sabbaths with * new moons’ (Col. ii. 16) 
in a manner simply impossible, had he re- 
garded the decalog as integrally binding. 
(2.) Every commandment of the decalog, 
except the fourth, is substantially repeated in 
the New Testament. The fourth is not re- 
peated, because it is ceremonial rather than 
moral. (8.) There is not a trace of any per- 
secution of the primitiv Christians for refus- 
ing to work on Sundey, though many Chris- 
tian slaves were owned by pagan masters, 
and the question must hav arisen everywhere, 
if the Fourth Commandment had formed a 
rule of their life. (4.) Passing by the opin- 
ions of writers like Grotius and the conti- 
nental reformers, who are ou my side, I refer 
to the decision of Bishop Sanderson, of 
Lincoln, a most illustrious divine, who as- 
sisted in the Prayer Book Revision of 1662. 
Certain cases of conscience being submitted 
to him, he decided ‘ that no part of the law de- 
livered by Moses to the Jews doth bind 
Christians unto the gospel, as by virtue of 
that delivery; no, not the Ten Command- 
ments themselvs, but least of all the fourth, 
which all confess to be, at least iu some part, 
ceremonial.’ He allows ‘the moderate use 
of lawful recreations on the Lord’s day,’ but 
suggests, as to popular amusements, that 


‘shooting (with the bowl), leaping, pitching 
the ball, stool-ball, etc., are rather to le 
chosen than dicing, carding, ete? (Sce 
Sanderson’s Works, Oxford edition, vol. v. ; 
and a valuable letter on this topic in the 
American Literary Churchman, July 16, 1883). 
The shield of Sanderson is broad enough to 
cover an Anglican.” 


Sar declaimed with fervid vigor on the misery 
of the Digger, cut a most dramatic figuie 
while lamenting his condition. 

And she said the bare Numidian, and the 
much-tanned Abyssinian, and the Canni- 
bal and Guinean overflowed her with 
contrition. 

And her deep sighs weighed the breezes for 
those lands where bread nor cheese is, 
for the Turks and the Chineses she was 
filled with deep emotion ; 

And her ardent love was greater, all the more 
she strove to cater to those tribes beyond 
the equator or across a distant ocean, 

And like Rachacl, that sweet Jewess, she 
wept tears as thick as glue is, at the ac- 
tions of St. Louis and Chicago's degrada 
tion. 

And that these towns where such siu is, such 
a race for golden guineas, might be made 
as good as Lynn is, was her prayer and 
supplication. 

And the wild men of Alaska or of barbarous 
Madagascar, she would say, if you, 
should ask her, that she loved them deep 
and tender, 

While her husband, luckless victim, looks as 
if the fates had licked him, and through 
back streets where they kicked him, 
walked about with one suspender.— 
Lynn Union. 
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Communications. 


A Bill of Indictment Against Religions Per Se. 


BY JACOB HENDERSON. 
III. 


RELIGION IN THE LIGHT OF SECULAR AS WELL AS CHURCH 
HISTORY. Í 


I now come to examin the character of religion in 
the light of general history. In the Bill of Indict- 
ment I hav drawn up, not only to substantiate the 
remark of Darwin that it is not needed at allasa 
factor in making society either safe or happy, but 
that it is the most positiv and dangerous element in 
the human character, the difficulty is to know where 
to begin and where to end in citing the proof. 

It is said that a tiger's whelp, when taken at birth 
from the dam, will lap milk and gambol round its 
keeper like a kitten, but that when grown up the 
smell or the taste of blood will develop its carnivor- 
ous propensity so that it will tear to pieces and 
devour its benefactor. It is exactly so with the 
- religious sentiment. Overawed by circumstances 

and unprovoked, it remains latent, and its possessor 
gets the credit of being amiable. But when circum- 
stances change by its being invested with power, and 
provocation comes, it rouses from its sleep and shows 
its true character. If there were a consensus of all 
the religionists in the world as to what religion really 
is, in itself considered, and as to the way it should 
develop itself, as proof that it was a good and safe 
principle of action; that its wrath would only be 
kindled against some form of error or of wrong upon 
which they were all agreed, the world might know 
what to expect. But it has a peculiarity visible in 
its whole history that, while it is intrinsically and in 
essence the same in all ages and nations as a force in 
the human character, it is totally unprincipled in 
selecting the objects on which it expends theforce. It 
has a whole pantheon of gods to fear and worship, 
pagan, Jewish, Christian, and Mohammedan, with 
creeds as antagonistic as fire and gunpowder, and, 
like a Swiss mercenary, it has always been willing to 
serve each and all of them at the same time in shed- 
ding each other's blood. Its thirst for blood is un- 
quenchable. It inspired the Athenians to put 
Socrates to death to appease the pagan gods of 
Greece. It impelled the Jew to stone to death even 
the wife of his own bosom if, for reasons satisfactory 
to herself, she changed her opinions and worshiped 
any other god but Jehovah. It enthused the 
prophet Samuel with holy zeal, and strengthened his 
arm when he hewed his captiv Agag in pieces before 
the Lord. It fired the Moslem’s faith and made him 
giv his Christian foe the alternativ of accepting the 
Koran as a revelation from God, and Mohammed as 
the prophet of God, or the cimeter. It animated the 
Christian in slaughtering the Moslem because he 
would not giv up the holy places at Jerusalem to be 
occupied by the church, and to be made ready for 
Christ at his second coming. It prompted Catholic 
nations to war against Catholic nations, and Prot- 
estant nations to war against nations of its own faith: 
Its utter unscrupulousness made it act like a pack of 
wolves whose hunger is so intense that they fall upon 
and devour each other. It was not Catholicism, 
Methodism, Presbyterianism, Episcopalianism, and 
Baptism, which in 1850, converted the ministers and 
members of those great national churches of the 
United States into legal bloodhounds to chase down 
Christian fugutiv slaves and return them to a bondage 
which they dreaded worse than death. It was their 
propitiatory religion which, believing that slavery 
was a divine institution allowed by the Old Testament 
and the New, sought to please God and brighten their 
hopes of heaven by imitating the inspired apostle, 
Paul, who returned the absconding Onesimus to his 
master. Our late civil war was essentially a religious 
movement. The clergy having taught the people till 
they believed it, that siuvery was an institution of 

. the Bible, what could so honor God as to found a 
vast Christian empire upon it as the chief corner- 
stone? To be sure their scheme, if carried out, 
would defeat the intentions of the fathers of the re- 
publie, and blast the hopes of the world for universal 
free government. It would require the sacrifice of 
half à million of men.in the prime of life, and fill the 
land with widows and orphans. But what of that? 
They were faithful to their religious convictions, and 
believed, almost to the last, that the God of the Bible 
would interpose, as if by miracle, to assist them in ex- 
ecuting their plans. This accounts for the fact that 
from Davis and Lee down so large a portion of the 
civilians and officers of the Southern army were de- 
votedly pious and full of faith. 

It was the same blind and cruel sentiment which 
led our Puritan fathers to propitiate heaven, and giv 
ease to their tender consciences, by torturing witches 
and Quakers and putting them to death in the most 
agonizing forms. When Servetus was burning at the 
stake in Geneva, Farrel, the reformer, and Calvin’s 
right-hand man, implored him, with tears running 
down his cheeks, to confess that Christ was the 
eternal son of God, and thus be snatched as a brand 


from the burning in a double sense. It was the 
human heart throbbing in his bosom that was touched 
with pity for the sufferer. But it was the cruel devil 
of his religion which, when Servetus refused to 
recant, whispered in his ear that the sacrifice then 
being offered up was acceptable to God and made 
him acquiesce in the order to pile on the fagots. 

After the destruction of the Jewish nationality, the 
bulldog pertinacity of the religious sentimen; . xhib- 
ited itself for eighteen hundred years in the persecu- 
tion of the Jews. Although Christ himself was a 
Jew, and “the Virgin Mother of God” was a Jewess, 
The Christians persecuted the Jews until their race 
character was entirely changed. In Palestine they 
were an agricultural and home-staying people, living 
contentedly by their industry, and drawing their sub- 
sistence from the soil. But the religion of the Chris- 
tians, by its undying hate, converted them into a na- 
tion of traders and money-lenders, whose wealth they 
could put into their pockets when the torch of.perse- 
cution was lighted and they were compelled to flee 
for their lives. The very clannishness and exclusiv- 
ness of their character’ superinduced by such long 
continued and cruel treatment has been the occasion. 
of social discrimination and hatred in our day, and 
even under the American flag. - 

The Catholic Inquisition, which tortured the lives 
out of thousands of its victims, was called the “holy” 
Inquisition, because these human sacrifices were sug- 
gested by, and satisfied, for the time being, the crav- 
ing of what is considered the Aoléest instinct of our 
nature, our religion. When the massacre of St. Bar- 
tholomew took place, and the streets of Paris were slip- 
pery with the blood of Protestants, and when the glad 
tidings reached Rome, the pope, with his retinue of 
cardinals, bishops, and priests, marched in solemn 
procession to the church, and there poured out their 
thanksgivings in a Ze deum laudamus for the holy 
achievement of that faithful son of the church, Charles 
IX. 

But you say it was the Catholic religion which 
in this, and in so many other cases, painted its own 
character with blood. Let us see if the Protestant 
religion is any better. In 1630 Laud, the Episco- 
palian bishop of London, in the exuberance of his 
pious zeal, set the hounds of the Star Chamber upon 
the track of the Rev. Dr. Leighton, a Puritan preacher, 
for a pamphlet entitled, “ Sion’s Plea Against 
Prelacy.” For thus daring to question the divine 
authority of episcopacy, he was tried and sentenced 
to be publicly whipped at Westminster, to stand in 
the pillory there, to hav one ear cut off, one side of 
his nose slit, one cheek branded with a hot iron, the 
whole of this to be repeated at Cheapside, the follow- 
ing week, upon the other side of his mangled head, 
to pay a fine of £10,000, and suffer life-long imprison- 
ment in the Fleet (see State Trials, vol. iii). When 
this terrible sentence was pronounced Laud took off 
his hat in the Star Chamber, and thanked God! 

In 1634 Prynne, a Puritan lawyer, wrote a book 
against the theater, which the king and queen often 
attended. For this he was fined £10,000, branded 
in the forehead, had one ear cut off in Cheapside, the 
other in Palace Yard, stood twice in the pillory, had 
his books burnt before his face, and was imprisoned 
for life. Laud was the chief inciter of the process. 
Prynne, while in prison, wrote agdinst prelacy a 
second time, was again indicted, was pilloried in 
Palace Yard, had his ears cut off again—for they had 
been sewed on, and had healed during his long im- 
prisonment—and he was fined another £5,000, and 
sentenced to imprisonment for life. Laud, in the 
Star Chamber, made a most virulent speech against 
Prynne, and concluded by thanking that iniquitous 
court for its defense of the church. No one can 
read with dry eyes the account of this execution in 
the State Trials; how the executioner cut off one of 
Prynne's ears so close that he cut off a piece of the 
cheek with it; and how Laud, the bishop, refused to 
allow Prynne’s servant to tend his masters sores. 
But the great principle of reaction in human affairs 
came into play, and, although Prynne was sentenced 
to bankruptcy and imprisonment for life, he lived 
long enough to come out of jail, tc see Laud’s head 
cut off by the executioner at Tower Hill, to hav the 
Star Chamber sentence reversed by the House of 
Commons, and an award of £5,000 damages against 
the judges of that court. 

My object in these quotations from the volume of 
State Trials is to show the utterly diabolical charac- 
ter, not of Laud and his fellow-persecutors, but of 
that feeling or instinct called redigion, which made 
them the cruel monsters they were. It selfishly de- 
manded all the agony its victims endured, so that the 
persecutors—not the sufferers—might secure the 
favor of God by stamping out heresy. The religious 
hunger in man is by no means fastidious in its taste. 
It relishes one kind of food as much as another, pro- 
vided it be bloody. In the two cases just recited it 
was the Episcopalian religion glutting itself with 
Puritan blood. But the Puritan religion was as fond 
of this diet as that of the pagan, the Catholic, and 
the Protestant Episcopalian. For, when Cromwell, 
the Puritan, returned from the wholesale slaughter 
of the Catholics in Ireland, he was as devout in his 
ascriptions of praise to God for the success of the 


cruelties he had so unscrupulously practiced as. the 
pope and cardinals were over the massacre of St. 
Bartholomew. x 

Does the religious instinct behave any better in 
the “ orthodox,” or Greek, church than in the Cath- 
olic or Protestant churches? See a single sample 
in Elizabeth, the daughter of Peter the Great, who, 
although she was a notorious strumpet in her morals, 
condemned two ladies of her court to receive fifty 
lashes of the knout, in the open square of St. Peters- 
burg, to hav their tongues cut out, and be banished 
to Siberia, for divulging some of her many amours. 
But what of that? She atoned for it all by her seru- 
pulous yearly confessions at Easter, by her punctu- 
ality in all the daily offices of religion, and by the 
intense and exalted spirituality of her secret devo- 
tions. Her murderous crimes were mere peccadiloes 
—spots on the sun that don’t affect its light or heat. 
A crime, if practiced by a saint, loses its blackness, 
if it be not whitewashed into a virtue. 

The Crusades, which occupied the exclusiv atten- 
tion of Europe for several centuries, was another 
purely religious movement of the Christians, who, 
hallucinated with the belief that, whereas Jesus failed 
to make good his promis that after his death he 
would return to earth during the lifetime of that 
generation, and set up his visible kingdom, he would 
now, at the close of the prophetic period of a thou- 
sand years, fulfil his promis. But as the throne of 
his power must be where his* sepulcher was, at Jeru-. 
salem, and as the holy city was in possession of the 
Moslems, Peter the Hermit, after infuriating the 
religious zeal of Christendom, raised a vast army to 
march to Palestine, dispossess the Moslem, and pre- 
pare David's throne for “ David's son," when he 
should come in the clouds of heaven to assume the 
royal scepter. But Jesus never came. The delu- 
sion, however, cost untold expenditures of blood and 
treasure, and ought to hav satisfied the world then 
of the danger and utter unreliability of the religious 
instinct which created it. But it lasted long enough 
for religion to display another feature of its character 
besides its taste for blood—its disposition to plunder. 
It was then that the priesthood, again taking advantage 
of the ignorance and credulity of the people, persuaded 
the pious crusader, when he enlisted for the holy war, 
in view of the end of the world being near at hand, 
to deed over his houses and lands to the church, 
leaving his wife and children penniless. The implic- 
itness of the people's faith in the priesthood, and : 
their brutal ignorance, are seen in this, that it never 
seems to hav occurred to the crusader to ask the 
rapacious priest, as he signed the deed of conveyance, 
“Of what use will these lands be to the church, if, 
after we hav expelled the Turks from the holy places, 
and Christ has taken his seat upon his throne, the 
world is going to be burnt up?” 

The modern sects, that hav come into existence in 
later times—Baptists, Methodists, Quakers, Unita- - 
rians, and others—congratulate themselvs that their 
record is not stained with the blood of slaughtered 
heretics, as is that of the old sects—the Catholics, 
the Episcopalians, the Presbyterians, and the Pur- 
itans. But it is because they hav had no chance to 
let their religion show itself. They hav all, however, 
shown their canine teeth, which proves them to be 
the children of the same mother. Even Unitarian- 
ism, which boasts of having no creed, and which has 
scarcely any individuality of character at all, has 
plenty of the old leaven of religion, for it ached 
fairly, like the Catholic Torquemada, “ to put a hook 
into the jaw” of the Boston heretic, Theodore 
Parker. But, shamed by the spirit of the age, the 
same men whose religion prompted them to attempt 
to silence his lips while he lived, like their illustrious 
predecessors, the pharisees of Jerusalem, are now 
garnishing the tomb of the great prophet by repub- . 
lishing his utterances with approbation. 

THE ARGUMENTUM AD VERECUNDIAM. 

The argument addressed to one’s modesty is not a 
very modest one to use when he who uses it, however 
humble he may be, belongs to the class in whose favor 
it is urged. But facts are facts. As proof positiv 
that men may not only suppress their hereditary 
weakness called religion, but accomplish its entire 
eradication, and thus approximate perfection in moral 
character, I point to the master minds of this age, 
scientists and philosophers, in England, France, 
Germany, and the United States. I point, also, to 
that long list of noble women whose intelligence and 
love of truth hav liberated them from the bondage of 
this sentiment, which has constituted their sex a de- 
graded caste for eighteen hundred years. For their 
knowledge, their uprightness in all the relatious of 
life, and for their calm courage, and loyalty to their 
convictions of truth, there is no class of people so 
exemplary as the class called “Infidels.” Among the 
bank defaulters, who plunder the trust funds of widows 
and orphans, and other transgressors of the law who 
obtrude themselvs upon the publie attention in the 
courts of justice, how few, if any at all, are Infidels! 
All over this country, when the charge of Infidelity 
is made by the church people against anyone, it is 
presumptiv evidence that he is a thinking, intelligent 
man, and upright and honorable in his dealings. The 
singularity of this fact is fast changing the old, re- 
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proachful epithet of “ Infidel” into a term of honor. 
The superior intelligence of this class, their self- 
respect, and their consciousness that compliance with 
the rules of natural morality is both right in itself 
and best for the interests of society, make them will- 
ingly obedient to the law, and they giv no trouble to 
their country as criminals. 

See, in contrast with this class, the astonishing 
number of religionists who are pilloried in the news- 
papers, shut up in penitentiaries, or compelled to join 
the Canadian colony of criminal saints, many of them 
being clergymen who in their lives violate their own 
teachings in the pulpit, and prove to the world that 
the hopes of heaven and the fears of hell, which con- 
stitute their religion, hav no restraining influence in 
making them either just or decent men. Asa further 
elucidation of the point in hand, everyone has ob- 
served, in the long list of clerical delinquents in this 
country, that the most flagrant immoralities—rape, 
robbery, and other penitentiary offenses—do not 
seem to impair the confidence of the rank-and file 
“saints” in the religious character of the criminals 
as ministers of the gospel. After the commission of 
the most abominable outrages, these “embassadors 
of Christ” go into their pulpits and perform their 
clerical functions, and their people listen as if nothing 

‘had happened! Thus the eternal distinction between 
right and wrong is entirely wiped out at the bidding 
of religion. 

ONE REASON, PERHAPS, WHY THE SAINTS ALLOW THEM- 
SELVS TO SIN. 

When we analyze the emotions growing out of the 
religious instinct, we find that the criminal saint, 
when he is tempted to transgress the law, lays the 
flattering unction to his soul that Jesus, the great 
bondsman, will pay the debt he is about to incur, if 
he himself remains in good health, and repents of it 
before he dies. He has heard the cheering words of 
Jesus that “there is joy in heaven over one sinner 
that repenteth, more than in ninety and nine just 
men who need no repentance,” because they hav not 
sinned; and under the influence of this secret bribe 

: he induces himself to believe that he will make the 
heavenly arches resound with the acclamations of 
angels and glorified spirits, when, after he is satiated 
with sin, and repents, he will be brought back to the 
fold as the lost sheep by the great shepherd, while 
the rest of the flock remain in the wilderness. 
There can be no doubt that the natural tendency of 
the doctrin of vicarious atonement is to place him 
who believes it, and applies it to himself, at the mercy 
of any temptation that assails him, because he secretly 
feels that his sins were atoned for before he was 
born, and that, when he commits them, he can draw 
by faith on the merits of Christ’s atoning blood to 
satisfy the demands of the violated law. A spend- 
thrift son, whose deceased father had placed millions 
of money in the bank subject to his check, contracts 
debt without hesitation, because he knows he is 

- abundantly able to pay. This doctrin, laid hold of 

by the necessities of religion, has always made the 
church a city of refuge for transgressors of all kinds. 

To. day, and in this country, when a shrewd and saga- 

cious man becomes an ardent religionist, and is de- 
voted to the church, he awakens suspicion, if he 
occupies a responsible position in a moneyed institu- 
tion, that he is out on a plundering expedition. 

'The Infdel, for à motiv to an upright life, is under 
no such delusion as that which misleads a Christian. 


Happily for himself and society, he has no religion. 


at all. He does right in his relations to himself and 
others because it is right in itself so to do, and con- 
duces to the general welfare of society of which he is 
a member. Besides this he believes and practices 
upon the fact that for a wilful deed of wrong, either 
against himself or any other person, there is no such 
thing as forgivness; that, as it is a debt which he 
himself has contracted, so he himself must pay it, 
even to the uttermost farthing. The inexorableness 
of this law of natural morality, and the fearfulness of 
that most terrible word in the English language— 
remorse—as illustrated in the lives of evil-doers, are 
. omnipotent motivs, and secure the perpendicularity 
of his walk through life. 
(TO BE CONTINUED.) 

Ingersoll on the Labor Question. | 

. From an Interview, 

Every man ought to be willing to pay for what he 
gets. He ought to desire to giv full value for what 
he has received. The man who wants $2 worth of 
work for $1 is no honest man. The man who wants 
others to work to such an extent that their lives are 
burdens is utterly heartless. The toil of the world 
should continually decrease. Of what use are your 
inventions if no additional comforts find their way to 
the homes of labor? 

Why should labor fill the world with wealth and 
liv in want? : 

Every labor-saving machine should help the whole 
world. Every one should tend to shorten the hours 
of labor. : 

Reasonable labor is the source of joy. To work for 
wife or child, to toil for those you love, is happiness, 


provided you can make them happy. But to work 


like a slave; to see your wife and children in rags ; 


to sit at a table where food is coarse and scarce; to 
rise at four in the morning, to work all day, and throw 
your bones on a miserable bed at night; to liv with- 
ouf leisure, without rest, without making those who 
love you comfortable and happy—this is not living ; 
it is dying—a slow lingering crucifixion. 

The hours of labor should be shortened. With the 
vast, wonderful improvements of the nineteenth cen- 
tury, there should not only be the necessaries of life 
for those who toil, but comforts and luxuries as well. 

What is a reasonable price for labor? I answer: 
Such a price as will enable a man to lay by something 
for his declining years, so that he can hav the feeling 
of a man. 

I sympathize with every honest effort made by the 
children of labor toimprove their condition. That is 
a poorly governed country in which those who do the 
most hav the least. There is something wrong when 
men hav to beg for leave to toil. We are not yet a 
civilized people; when we are, pauperism and crime 
will vanish from our land. 

I sympathize with the wanderer, with the vagrant 
out of employment—with sad, weary men who are 
seeking for work. When I see one of these men, 
poor and friendless, no matter how bad he is, I think 
that somebody loved him once; that he was once 
held in the arms of & mother; that he slept beneath 
her loving eyes, and wakened in the light of her 
smile; I see him in the cradle listening to lullabies 
sung soft and low, and his little face dimpled as 
though by rosy fingers of joy. And then I think of 
the strange and winding paths, the weary roads that 
he has traveled from that mother's arms to vagrancy 
and want. 

There should be labor and food for all. 

——— 9-4—9———————— 
Coneerning Christians. 

Christians! What about Christians? Where are 
they to be found? What a query or brace of queries 
when they surround one on every hand! Yes, the 
Christians are a numerous body, counting in all 
claimed to be such, including all those born in so- 
called Christian lands of so-called Christian parents— 
Christians nominally by accident of birth —and a very 
much mixed lot they are, too, spreading out as they 
do, from pulpit to penitentiary, in every Christian 
land. But the real simon-pure Christians, ranking 
with the truly good men of any other or no religion, 
do they abound to any alarming extent? No; they 
are as few and far between as angels’ visits or 
doctors’ cures. 

The saying, born in diplomatic circles in Europe, 
“Scratch a Russian and you will find a Tartar,” can- 
not be applied in the Christian case, for one might 
scratch a thousand Christians and not find ten truly 
good men. The writer has been scratching them for 
thirty years, right and left, and the number of his 
fingers and thumbs exceeds that of true men found. 
Were there a saying to this effect, “Scratch a Chris- 
tian and you will find a hypocrit,” the rarity of ex- 
ception would prove it an iron rule; yes, an iron 
rule, indeed. 

“Then you assume,” says a Christian at the 
writer's elbow, *that the average Infidel is a better 
man than the average Christian ?” 

“ Inasmuch as he is not a pious fraud, stealing the 
livery of heaven in which to serve the devil, he is a 
better man,” the writer answers. “An Infidel may 
be a moral, but, of course, cannot be a religious 
hypocrit; and of the two evils he is certainly the 
lesser one, for the religious hypocrit is always a 
moral hypocrit—a duality in hypocrisy. 

Now, of two horse-dealers, one an Infidel, the 
other a Christian, and I wanted to buy a horse, I 
should certainly go to the Infidel, for, taking it for 
granted that I should be cheated in either case— 
somehow or other there seems to be an ironclad in- 
compatibility between honesty and the nature of a 
horse-dealer—I should much prefer to be cheated by 
him than the other, as he wouldn’t protest that he 
was a servant of Christ all the while he was trying to 
stick me with a wind-broken or -spavined plug. 
Being an Infidel it is natural, I suppose, that I 
should go to the Infidel horse-dealer, the Christian 
as naturally going to the other, finding consolation 
later on in the fact that he was not stuck by a godless 
man, but by a man of God. 

Square-toed, broad-backed, honest-Indian Chris- 
tians are, in the light of my experience with Chris- 
tians as they run, rara aves ; yes, indeed, rare birds. 
It must be understood that the writer speaks of pro- 
fessional Christians. There are multitudes of nom- 
inal Christians lumped as the genuin article, but 
neither fish, flesh, nor fowl in the matter of the- 
ological opinion or religious belief, that would pan out 
a large percentage of square-backs, let us hope, even in 
the face of recent developments in high places; but 
I iterate and reiterate that square-backs are rara 
aves among the professedly pious population. Why, 
a Christian preacher, so-called—Jo Cook—speaking 
lately of the number of professional Christians in the 
world, said he hoped—hoped, mind that—that one in 
twelve was a real Christian! He didn’t venture it as 
his belief, but hoped there was one in twelve! Eight 
and a half per cent! A rather small percentage, but 
greater even than he would flac-footedly claim. 


If the Rev. Jo means by real Christians those wlio 
hav entered for the heavenly stakes, confident of 
passing under the string as winners, I think that 
when he hoped for only eight and a half real Chris- 
tians even out of a hundred, he hoped for more than 
he could bag; for, unless the eleventh-hour or death- 
bed repentance, not to mention that of condemned 
murderers, when the gallows is the assured means to 
this end, admits of their being slated for heavenly 
joys, eight and a half per cent of those entered will 
not pass under the string winners, the trouble being 
that many will try to win by a “foul,” and fail, and 
many more find they are too heavily * handicapped” 
to win. : 3 

The fact seems to be that the path to heaven is too 
narrow, if not too straight, for the pilgrims of earth 
to pursue with ease and comfort; the rules and reg- 
ulations of the road seem to be too numerous, too 
onerous, and too exacting for human nature to com- 
ply with readily; hence the more numerously-traveled 
broad-gauge road to sheol. If the path and the re- 
quirements are not respectivly narrower and more 
onerous than they should be, then the mistake was 
made in human nature; it wasn't built up to meet 
the heavenly demands upon it; it is too weak or they 
are too exacting. This mistake, however, in the 
eternal fitness of things, wouldn't matter if all had a 
chance to repent at the last moment, repentance: 
being the one thing essential; but many are cut off 
without a moment's notice, and the chance to repent 
is not theirs, and they perhaps walking much more 
in the narrow path than those who get in their re- 
pentance at the eleventh hour. Repent even at three- 
quarters past the eleventh hour, and ye shall be 
saved, and never another man so great a villain ; shut 
out from repentance by sudden death, and your goose 
will be cooked, and be kept cooking for ever, in the 
oven of sheol, and never a squarer man inlife! This 
doesn't seem to be the equitable thing ; yet, neverthe- 
less, it is the iron rule of the road to heaven. 

Now, for an illustration of this iron rule, let us 
take one of these entries for the heavenly stakes. 
Let us say that he is fully up to the average of the 
“ field,” as good a Christian as you could find; in 
short, a squarely good man—such a one would be 
just as good a man by the name of Infidel as Chris- 
tian—who.keeps pretty steadily in the narrow path, 
shying over into the broad road semi-occasionally only, 
say, owing to the fact that his human nature is not 
always equal to his good intentions. Well, say he 
goes to bed to-night, after repenting on reverential 
knee of his sins to-day, with a prayer for forgivness, 
and sleeps the sleep of the rightecus.—I once saw a 
murderer asleep, and a more peaceful slumber and 
pleasanter expression of countenance I never wit- 
nessed, but, perhaps, he was dreaming of heaven 
where murderers most will congregate, they gener- 
ally having abundance of time for repentance.— Well, 
our friend gets up in the morning, and, after his ori- 
sons, ‘sits down to breakfast, but, before the first 
mouthful, is suddenly confronted with a crumpled 
billet doux in the hands of his better half irate, with 
face flushing and eyes flashing, who, as every well 
regulated better-half is in duty bound to do, has gone 
through his pockets in his slumber, and brought 
forth to the light of day a damaging witness against 
her spouse, prima facia evidence of. erim. con., 
horribile dictu, if not a catch flagrante delicto! 

Staggered and thrown off the center, as it were, 
by the sudden apparition of the criminating witness, 
our friend plunges precipitately into the pitfall of 
prevarication, floundering about like a flounder 
hooked out of its nativ element and thrown into 
the basket of the fisher, and settling matters, after a 
fashion, only by a flat-footed fib at last—perhaps the 
first, surely the last, fib he ever told her. With half 
a breakfast, eaten without appetite—these billets 
doux, sweet per se, but contraband of conjugal love, 
and paralyzing when brought forth by the party of 
the third part, are not conduciv to appetite—our 
friend goes forth to the world as usual, leaving be- 
hind him the black fib, and is instantly killed by a 
falling stone as he passes a house in process of erec- 
tion within a block of his own. Now, by the Chris- 
tian or heavenly program, this man is doomed, or his 
soul is, to everlasting torment in the fiery furnaces 
of sheol! This seems to be horribly monstrous, or 
monstrously horrible, as you like it, but all the same 
it is the Mosaic law, and as immutable as the laws of 
the Medes and the l'ersians. 

It would seem that Christians, to be cocksure of a 
seat in heaven, must needs be on the stool of repent- 
ance continually; but as they can’t be, and attend to 
business, there ought to be, in view of sudden and 
unexpected calls to the other side of Jordan, a system 
of previous or advance repentance, so that a Christian 
could repent 2 month ahead, say, of whatever sins he 
might commit in that line. I should like to hear from 
Christians in regard to this idea, entirely original 
with me. 

But I fear I am taking up space that should be 
accorded my betters, and in conclusion will say that 
as all that glitters is not gold, so al] who shine as 
Christian lights are not, by a long shot, square-back 
mortals, the term “square-back” being understood. 

Sr Sroxuw. 


B72 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JUN 19, 1888. 


Moody's Sermon on ** Blood.” 


“Would you turn to Genesis xii, 18? ‘And Abraham 
lifted up his eyes and looked; and, behold! behind him a 
ram caught in & thicket by his horns; and Abraham went 
and took the ram aud offered him up for a burnt offering in 
the stead of his son. We find here another type. The ram 
was typical; he was offered up in the place of Abraham's 
son. God loved Abraham so much that he spared his son; 
but God loved us so much that he did not spare his son, but 
freely gave him up for us all. Here we find that mountain- 
peak sprinkled with blood. Abraham was willing to do all 
the Lord had told him, for he took the knife, and was ready 

giv all to God. Then again in Exodus xii, 18, we 
read: ‘And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the 
houses where you are; and when I see the blood I will pass 
over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy 
you, when I smite the land of Egypti. Wherever 
blood was upon the door-post death passed over, and that 
kept death out. It was not what they were. He did not 
say, ' When I see your prayers, your good deeds, I will pass 
over you; but ‘When I see the blood I will pass over you.’ 
A little child that night behind the blood in Goshen was as 
safe as Moses. But if you are behind the blood of thc 
Lamb, you are as safe for heaven as any man living on earth. 
It ain't when I sce how holy you are—how you go to church 
every Sabbath—how you say your prayers—how you pay 
your debts--but when I see the blood. It was the 
ark that saved the fly and the elephant, and it is the blood 
that saves thc weakest and the strongest. The blood 
shall be a token, and the great question is, Hav you got the 
token? If death should come after any one of us to-night, 
are we sheltered behind the blood? that is the point. It is 
the blood that atones. Not my good resolutions, or prayers, 
or position in society, or what I hav done, but what has 
been done by another. God looks for the token. We 
must be born of the spirit, and sheltered by the blood, and 
then we become pilgrims for heaven. Turn to Exodus xxix, 
16: ‘And thou shalt slay the lamb, and thou shalt take his 
blood and sprinkle it round about the altar.) Even Aaron 
could not,come to God until he sprinkled blood round about 
the altar. From the time Adam fell there has been no other 
way a man can approach God bnt by the blood. You can- 
. not hav an audience of God until you come by the way of 
the blood. .So it has been for six thousand years. It has 
never been otherwise, and never will be. Leviticus viii, 28 : 
* And he slew it; and Moses took of the blood of it and put 
it upon the tip of Aaron's right ear, and upon thc thumb of 
his right hand, and upon the great toe of his right foot? 1 
had used to rcad a passage like this, and say it seemed ab- 

surd. J think I understand it now. The blood upon the 
ear, that à man can hear the voicc of God. A man must be 
sheltered behind the blood before he can hear God's voice. 
The blood upon the hand, that a man may work for God. 
You cannot work for God until you are sheltered behind the 
blood, and until you are sheltered it all stands for naught. 
You may build churches, cndow colleges, pay ministers and 
missionaries salaries, but it all goes for naught until you are 
sheltered behind the blood. God demands blood. He 
demands life. Man has sinned, therefore life must be for- 
feited, and I must die or find somebody to die for me. My 
friends, I hav only just toucied this subject. If you read 
your Bibles carefully you will find the scarlet thread running 
through the Bible. It commenced in Eden and flows on to 
Revelation. I cannot find anything to tell me the way to 
heaven but by the blood. That book [holding up the Bible] 
wouldn't be worth carrying home if you take the scarlet 
thread out of it, and it don't teach anything clse, for the 
blood commences in Genesis and goes on to Revelation. 
That is what this book is written for. It tells its own story, 
and if à man should come and preach another gospel don't 
you believe him. If an angel should come and preach any- 
thing clse don’t believe it. And if you are in a church. 
either dissenting or established, and the minister doesn't 
preach the bloods you get out of it as Lot did out of Sodom. 
Don't trifle with this subject of the blood. In your dying 
hour you woukl giv more to be sheltered behind this blood 
than for all the world. - "When I was in Dublin I gave 
a lecture on ‘The Blood,’ and a lady wrote me and said, if 
the blood was so important, why was it the early preachers, 
the apostles, und Christ himself never referred to it? I 

, hadn't time to write to the lady, but I-wish she was present 
to-day, for I will prove that the early Christians preached 
nothing else, Would you turn to Acts ii, 22-36. It was 
Christ and him crucified the apostles preached, and nothing 
else. It was this preaching God blessed, and which brought 
so many in one day to the cross of Christ. [To further 
prove this, Mr. Moody quoted Acts iv, 10; Acts v, 29; Acts 
vii, 52; Acts viii, 82; Acts xvii, 2, 18, 931; Hebrews ix, 22; 
Matthew xxvi, 28; Revelations i, 6.] If a man makes light 
of the blood, how is hc going to be washed in it? If he 
makes light of the blood, how is he going to get rid of his 
sins? and how is he going to stand before that pure God un- 
less his sins are washed away? Colossians i, 20: * And 
having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to 
rcconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether 
they be things in earth or things in heaven. The blood of 
the cross speaks peace. IfI am sheltered behind the blood 
there is peace, and there is no peace until my sin is covered. 
The blood of Christ speaks peace, and it will bring 

peace to every guilty conscience and aching heart to-day if 
you only seek it. John xix, 84: ‘But one of the soldiers 
with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came thereout 
' blood and water.’ There is a beautiful thought contained in 
this verse. The spear that went into the side of thc son of 
God was the crowning point of earth and hell. I don't see 
how they could hav done a more cruel thing than that. You 
may say that was the crowning act of sin. And the blood 
came out and covered the spear, and a fountain was thus 


open in the house of David for sin. The blood touched the 
Roman spear, and it was not long before he had the Roman 
government. 'The bleod ran down from his side, and God 
will hav the world by-and-by. God is going to judge 
the world by the blood. ‘ What did you do with the blood ? 
If we make light of that blood, and send back an insulting 
méssage, saying we don't want the blood of God's dear son, 
we shall stand speechless before God'stribunal. What hav you 
done with God's blood? If we make light of that btood what is 
going to become of our souls? Revelation sii, 11: 
‘ And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by 
the word of their testimony, and they loved not their lives 
unto the death.’ I don’t believe there is a word in the 
Bible Satan is fearing more than the word blood. I shall re- 
ceive a good many letters to-morrow attacking me for what 
I hav said to-day. These letters will say it is heathenish to 
stand up and preach what would only do for an unenlightened 
age. May God forgiv anyone who would dare to teach such 
athing. If you will read your Bible in the light of Calvary, 
you will find there is no other way of coming to heaven but 
by the blood. The devil don’t fear ten thousand preachers 
who preach a bloodless religion. A man who preaches a 
bloodless religion is doing the devil's work, and I don't care 
who he is. It is said of old Dr. Alexander, of Princeton 
Seminary, that as the students left, he would take them by 
the hand and say, * Young man, make much of the blood— 
make much of the blood.’ Sinner, be wise! don't 
make light of the blood. An aged minister of the gospel, 
when on his dying ned, said, ‘ Bring me the Bible. Putting 
his finger upon the verse, ‘The blood of Jesus Christ, his 
son, Cleanses us from all sin,’ he said, ‘I die in the hope of 
this verse. It wasn't his fifty years preaching, but the 
blood of Christ. When we stand before God's tribunal we 
shall be as pure as God, because we shall be washed in the 
blood of the Lamb. During the American war a doctor 
heard a man saying, ‘Blood, blood, blood!’ The doctor 
thought this was because he had seen so much blood, and 
sought to divert his mind. The man smiled and said, ‘I 
wasn't thinking of the blood upon the battle-field, but I was 
thinking how precious the blood of Christ is to me as Tam 
dying. As he died, his lips quivered, ‘Blood, blood, 
blood! and he was gone. It will be precious when we 
come to our dying bed—it will be worth more than all the 
world then. . The blood is upon the mercy-seat, and 
while it is upon the mercy-seat you go into the kingdom. 
God says, ‘There is the blood; it is all I hav to giv. The 
blood is therc, and God says, * As long as it is there, there is 
hope for you. J am satisfied with the finished work of my 
son, and will you be satisfied.’ Don't go out until you can 
claim this as yours. Think of that Atheist we hav been 
praying for who is dying. I hope he will lay hold of Christ 
before hc dies. How dark and sad it is to go to the bed-side 
of a dying Infidel or Atheist, or one who is dying without 
the light of the resurrection morn. I hope the light will 
burst in upon him before it is toolate. If we trust to Christ, 
death has lost its sting and the grave its victory. You may 
hav read of that good man in America, Alfred Cookman. 
While his friends were gathered round his dying couch his 
face lit up, and with a shout of triumph, he said, ‘I am 
sweeping through the gates, washed in the blood of the 
Lamb! And this echoes and re-echoes through America to- 
day, ‘I am sweeping through the gates, washed in the blood 
of the Lamb!’ May these be our last words, and there will 
be no trouble then about an entrance into the kingdom of 
God.” 
Freethought in Texas. 


Monday morning, May 24th, found me at Long- 
view. Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday nights I 
lectured in the court-house at this place. "The 
attendance was not very large, but greatly annoyed 
the bigots nevertheless. One devout Christian, 
named John Maddox, proposed that he would be one 
of a dozen men to take me out of town. Texans are 
noted for their bravery. Here was a heroic soul, who 
in defense of his creed stood ready to vanquish one 
twelfth part of a little Infidel. 

The Freethinkers at Longview are not numerous, 
P. E. Coleman, W. W. Wood, Capt. A. W. Morrison, 
Luke. Howard, and Col. Thos. Durham béing about 
the only ones who take an interest in the cause. But 
these are all true men, and deserve much credit for 
the unpopular stand they hav taken. B. A. Norris, 
formerly on the staff of the New York World, and 
who attended my lectures at Corsicana, kept me com- 
pany while at Longview. 

Thursday at 3 a.m. I left Longview for Cooper, 
county seat of Delta county, where I was advertised 
to begin a course of lectures Thursday night. Near 
Marshall a wreck caused a delay of five hours, which 
prevented me from making connections at Jefferson, 
and compelled me to remain thereaday. Thisis the 
second time during my lecturing career that a wreck 
has prevented me from reaching my appointments on 
time. Both, too, hav occurred in northeastern 
Texas. Three years ago my train was wrecked not 
fifty miles from where the present wreck occurred. 

On Friday afternoon I reached Sulphur Springs, 
where I found Joel Hays waiting to convey me to 
Cooper, twenty miles distant. At Cooper I gave five 
lectures, speaking Friday night, Saturday afternoon, 
Saturday night, Sunday afternoon, and Sunday 
night. Saturday afternoon, Saturday night, and 
Sunday night large audiences were present. The 
meetings were held in the court-house. It was with 
great difficulty that a hall was secured.. The churches, 
built to a great extent with funds begged from Lib- 


erals and with the understanding that they were to 
be used for secular meetings if desired, were of 
course refused. The county commissioners were 
Christians, and, although the heaviest tax-payers in 
the county are Liberals and the building used for 
nearly every purpose, objected to its being used for 
a Liberal meeting. They were, however, given to 
understand that if it was not granted a Freethought 
hall would be built in the town and regular meetings 
held. This caused them to yield. 

The next thing in order on the part of the 
orthodox was to cast about for a clergyman to meet 
me and refute my arguments. Several resided in 
Cooper, but these were either deemed unfit or were 
unwilling to engage in the work. Finally, a parson 
was found in Paris who agreed to come on Monday 
night and answer me. I would then be one hundred 
and fifty miles away, and as he would not hear the 
lectures the task would be an easy one. It is the 
same old story., I do not believe that there is a 
Methodist, Baptist, or Presbyterian clergyman in 
Texas who will meet a Freethinker in debate. .There 
are doubtless some in the rural districts who feel 
fully competent to do so, but their superiors for- 
bid it. When no Freethinker is near the clergy are 
loud in their denunciations of Infidelity, and boast of 
their ability and readiness to meet Ingersoll or any 
other exponent of Freethought; but let even one of 
the humblest of its advocates appear and they are as 
silent as the tomb. One would think that the poor 
dupes of priestcraft would sometimes become dis- 
gusted with the cowardice displayed by these paid 
champions of the church. 

The wealthiest and most intelligent citizens of 
Delta county are Freethinkers, and although there are 
not many of them, their superior standing in the 
community secures for Freethought a degree of re- 
spect which it would not otherwise enjoy. Joel 
Hays, Joseph Blackwell, E. Blackwell, Mr. McDowd, 
George Ryan, and Mr. and Mrs. Snyder are the most 
activ workers whom I met. Mrs. Snyder is a daughter 
of E. G. Thomas, a well-known Freethinker of Hunt- 
ingdon, Ind. My stay at Cooper was rendered es- 
pecially pleasant by the hospitality and kindness of 
Mr. Hays and his family. 

Monday morning Mr. Hays took me to Honey 
Grove, on the Texas and Pacific railroad, thirty miles 
from Cooper, where I took a train to Fort Worth. 
On reaching Sherman, I felt an almost irresistible 
longing to turn northward toward home. But I had 
promised to visit Bowie, Cleburne, and Comanche 
yet, and so must remain another week. These en- 
gagements emphasize the importance of having the 
arrangements for one’s tour perfected before leavin 
home, a thing which I generally endeavor to do. 
passed through Bowie twice in April, visited Cle- 
burne in April and again in May, and was twice 
within fifty miles of Comanche. Had these engage- 
ments been made earlier, but one hundred miles’ 
travel would have been required to reach them; as it 
is, I must travel seven hundred miles. 

The heat is very oppressiv here, and I almost 
envy Reynolds and Jamieson their work up north. 

J. E. Remspura. 
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News and Notes. 


Contrary to my usual custom, on Saturday morn- 
ing, May 22d, I arose with the lark, but did not like 
that bird sing at heaven’s gate; but mounted the 
ancient seat of a lumber-wagon and rode ten miles to 
take the train. However, the mail carrier was a 
vivacious French Liberal, and I enjoyed his interjac- 
ulatory English, which I could about half under- 
stand; and between the pauses of the talk he would 
sing the Marseillaise hymn, and its resonant notes 
were quite in accordance with the bright steps of the 
day which “like an army with banners” was coming 
over the multitude of hills. — . . 

I was the only passenger on the train for twenty- 
five miles, and I chuckled to myself to think that 
King Solomon in all his glory could not hay chartered 
for his single convenience so elegant a coach as I had 
for my morning’s journey. The Secular pilgrim was 
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far ahead of the proudest despot of the Old World— 
thanks to the, “continuity”. and “solidarity” of the 
race and civilization in general, I gladly paid my 
dollar and seventy-five cents toll, and I don't think 
the railroad company made much out of that trip. If 
I had been like my friend Appleton, an uncompromis- 
ing Anarchist, I should perhaps hav gone twenty-five 
miles afoot and alone, and thus hav shown my abso- 
lute independence of all that had gone before.. But, 
being an eclectic philosopher, I was glad to hav my 
single self supplemented by the universal world, 
and with Socialistic complacency I accepted the iron 
horse and splendid coach furnished by the “ long re- 
sult of time,” and was perfectly willing to pay taxes 
for the ample accommodations that I received. Will 
friend Appleton please take note of the immense ad- 
vantages of a cooperation begun without his consent, 
which in the nick of time, over a rough sandy plain, 
offers for his solitary convenience a maguificent 
chariot that any old-time monarch would hav given 
millions to hav had at his command? I think Apple- 
ton, although taxation was compulsory, would take 
the train rather than walk ; and he would admit that 
cooperation without consent in this case was a mighty 
benefit. 

I came on to Nephi, Utah, and from, Nephi to 
Juab, where I arrived at about noon of Saturday, 
and here stretched before me a journey of twenty- 
five miles in an open lumber-wagon beneath a broil- 
ing sun. I was met by Mr. P. C. Neilson, of Scipio, 
to which I was bound for a lecture in the evening. 
Off we went. For fourteen miles not a house was to 
be seen—only sage-brush, and sand, and rock, and 
hills that seemed to be boiling like potatoes in the 
air, which almost bubbled along the summits with 
the heat. The Utah sun is scorching when it sets 
about it. I found the New Version utterly at fault. 
Sheol would not do. King James's translation alone 
did justice to my fervent feelings. There are some 
old words that, like old wine, grow more vigorous with 
age, and are exceedingly useful to the righteous soul 
when itis vexed. At the end of fourteen miles we 
eame to one solitary habitation. There we refreshed 
ourselvs with a drink of water, and then tugged 
slowly on again up the dusty canyon. At last we 
reached the summit, and Round Valley stretched be- 
fore me just as the afternoon began to mellow its 
rays, and its golden shafts glanced on the far hill- 
sides, and the whole valley seemed to sink into the 
embrace of sunset with a thousand gleaming jewels. 
I was repaid for all my wearisome journey by this 
refreshing and beautiful scene ; I could almost im- 
agin myself Rosalas coming from the parched desert 
into the Happy Valley. The moment the sun begins 
to sink at these lofty hights—7,000 feet above the 
sea—the atmosphere becomes delightful ; cool breezes 
sweep through the palace of the night. The change 
seems almost magical from the parched noon to 
the star-lit hours when one has to wrap a blanket 
about him to keep comfortably warm. 

T had an audience of about two hundred at Scipio. I 
enjoyed the hospitality of Mr. and Mrs.Neilson. There 
are some good Liberals in this settlement, Mr. Mon- 
roe, Samuel Rowley, etc. I met Geo. C. Viele, of 
Fillmore, the most vigorous worker in this part of 
the country, and I was glad to shake hands with this 
frontiersman of our cause. 


The next day, Sunday, I went with Mr. Viele to 
Fillmore, a distance of twenty-five miles, and lect- 
ured in the evening to a good audience in the old 
state house. Fillmore was once the capital of the 
territory and is laid out in a somewhat magnificent 
fashion, like the city of Washington, with broad 
streets and immense squares. The state house stands 
in solitary and somewhat decaying grandeur.in the 
midst of what I should judge to be a forty-acre lot. 
Fillmore covers space enough for a city of fifty thou- 
.sand people. Every front yard is a small farm. Fill- 
more was long since abandoned by the territorial 
legislature. Itis fifty miles from any railroad station, 
is a quiet and pleasant place and is the headquarters 
of a vigorous element of Freethought. My stay here 
was very pleasurable. Geo. C. Viele, Mr. and Mrs. 
Kelley, Mr. and Mrs. Robinson, Mr. Christensen, and 
others'are a happy company of Liberals. Mr. Viele, 
Mr. Christensen, and myself kept a bachelor's hall. 
I enjoyed the Bohemian life quite well, for they did 
cooking and the washing of the dishes, while I did 
the eating—that is, my share of it, which is always a 
good dividend, and I found such «n arrangement 
very agreeable. I like to keep house on such terms. 

Monday we drove down to Kanosh to the big ranch 
of Mr. Charles Crane, who runs about fifty thousand 
head of sheep in the territory and livs like a king, 
absolutely independent of the Mormons, who would 
like to starve him out if they could. He has fought 
the good fight—though not the fight of faith, but of 
pluck—and so far is ahead. Only those who hav 
passed through the experiences of pioneer Liberals, 
oftentimes alone in their struggles, can realize the 
barbaric nature of this ecclesiastical tyranny, which 
is & strange eruption in the nineteenth century of the 
ideas of four thousand years ago. There is nothing 
new in Mormonism. It is a dreadfully old affair 
indeed. : ` 


The school-house was full at Kanosh, about one 
hundred being present, the majority Mormons. The 
lecture on “ Universal Mental Liberty” was well re- 
ceived. 

On Tuesday afternoon we came down to the lava 
rocks, several miles from Kanosh, on whose solid sur- 
face could be seen human footprints. This was once 
a volcanic country. All over the valley are to be seen 
the waves and tumbling billows of lava that seemed 
to hav paused on the very bend, motionless forever. 
On the rocks I visited I could see the outline in full 
of human footsteps. They appear like fresh imprints, 
and not until I had carefully examined them could I 
believe that they had been on the massiv boulder for 
centuries. This is assuredly the case. Whence came 
these signs of a life long ago? Evidently these 
boulders had been hurled by some fierce convulsion 
from the neighboring mountain-top. The structure 
of the footprints makes it certain that they were made 
before the rock rolled to its present position, and 
therefore while it was on the hights above. Now, 
these hights were once scattered isles. Hundreds of 
years ago Salt Lake was an immense inland sea, and 
it dashed against these hills 150 miles south of its 
present boundary. The Indians passing along in 


‘their canoes would land upon the still plastic soil and 


leave these traces, all there is, perhaps, of a mighty 
race. The rocks will not tell their marvelous secret. 
There was something grand and awful to me in these 
few footprints on this barren rock, more impressiv 
than the thunders of Niagara, for these were human 
outlines, and brought me into the sublime presence 
of a fleeeting, rushing humanity grander than all the 
roll of waters. What a story might be told, if from 
these dainty marks, if from the dead form, we could 
traverse the living world, see the brain and heart that 
pulsed in that flying foot. 

On Tuesday evening I lectured at Peterboro. 
This is a small settlement, but its people are all Lib- 
erals, and I had a pleasant sojourn with them. I 
enjoyed the hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
Robinson. 

On Wednesday I returned to Fillmore, where I 
lectured in the Mormon meeting-house on “The New 
Heaven and Earth." The bishop of Fillmore is quite 
Liberal. This is the first time I hav desecrated a 
meeting-house with my Infidel utterances. Hitherto 
I hav been confined to the school-house. The Mor- 
mons are a bit afraid I might hurt their temples of 
worship. But for once I hav entered the consecrated 
building, though I don’t expect to hav another oppor- 
tunity. 

On Thursday I returned from Fillmore to Scipio, 
and lectured again in the school-house to a good 
audience. This Friday morning I hav come from 
Scipio with Mr. Samuel Rowley and Geo. C. Veile to 
Juab, where I take cars for Salt Lake. 

I hav thus finished my campaign in southern Utah. 
I hav lectured almost every evening, and hav traveled 
two hundred miles in a lumber-wagon. I hav been 
jolted about ten million times, and I feel as if every 
atom in my body had changed position, and that I 
am a “newman.” Iam ready to be baptized. I hav 
a cartload of dust upon me, and am part and parcel 
of the very soil of Utah. I hav been thoroughly nat- 
uralized from head to foot. 

On Saturday evening I lecture again at Murray, 
Utah. 

On Sunday we hav our Liberal Festival at Haight's 
Grove. On Tuesday and Wednesday, June 1st and 
2d, I lecture at Bingham, Utah; on June 5th and 
6th, at Hailey, Idaho; on June 7th and 8th, at Belle- 
vue; on June 13th, at Eagle Rock; on June 20th, at 
Butte City, Montana; on June 27th, at Helena; on 
July 4th and 11th, at Bozeman. On my return trip 
by way of the Union Pacific, I expect to lecture at 
the following places—but the dates are not fixed: 
Salt Lake City, Ogden, Echo, Park City, Heber City, 
Utah ; Rock Springs and Laramie, Wyoming ; Denver, 
Greeley, etc., Col; Plum Creek, Seward, Fremont, 
Lincoln, West Point, and Omeha, Nebraska; Ot- 
tumwa, Leon, West Union, etc., Iowa; Chebanse and 
Chicago, Ill The return trip wil occupy August 
and September. Friends along this route who desire 
lectures must write at once to Wanship, Utah. 

J'u«b, May 28, 1886. SawuEgn P. PurNAM. 


+ 
The Library Club. 


It was Friday evening, the fourth of June. The 
heavens bent with their accustomed serenity, and the 
ubiquitous weather was fair. 'In the absence of & 
regular meeting of the Manhattan Liberal Club to 
attend, the writer of this sat in his room lonely and 
unoccupied as a fifth calf, if it be allowable so to 
speak. He unbuckled the badge-pin from the facade 
of his waistcoat, held it where the light was reflected 
from its lurid torch, and conned the legend that it 
bore. Within the sound of his voice a church bell 
was calling the worshipers at St. Ann’s to abase 
themselvs onee more before the altar of superstition. 
It made him tired, and recollecting the opening of 
the Workingmen's Free Library at 143 Eighth street 
that night, he lost no time in getting there. 

The library room is not a large one. Itis perhaps 


are the books and papers which form the library ; the 
rest of the place is filled with chairs, and on the 
present occasion all the chairs were filled with peo- 
ple who had come to hear Mr. Wakeman talk on the 
necessity to the workingman of education and culture. 
It was largely a Liberal Club audience. 


From behind a table, among the books and papers, 
the president of the meeting emerged and explained 
the object of the gathering. It was to call attention 
to the library, which had just been incorporated, and 
to take the place of the Liberal Club during the 
summer months. It would, in fact, be a sort of 
“annex” to that larger organization. 

By the time the chairman had ended his remarks 
the room was crowded, and the walls were lined with 
people who preferred standing up to staying away. 
Mr. Wakeman, being introduced, began his address 
by saying that the labor army is now standing upon 
what Homer would call one of the bridges of war. 
It was a good place to stop and think. There was a 
growing sentiment that wage slavery had endured 
long enough. How was industrial liberty to be 
achieved? Not by violence. All legal power is on 
the side of the capitalistic class, and by the policeman 
with his club and the recorder on the bench the law 
will be wrested, as it has recently been, to work 
against the so-called socialistic agitator until we shall 
hav no freedom of speech at all. Laws of the Com- 
stock class can be used to exclude the literature of 
labor from the mails when the notion strikes some 
post-office official to so construe them. The use of 
force can only end in disaster to those who employ 
it. "They will merely be suppressed by force and the 
question will be adjourned forever. There is no 
power that can overthrow the present social fabric 
by force. -The only feasible thing is political organi- 
zation and culture. The working people hav thought 
it advisable to exclude lawyers from their organiza- 
tions. No greater mistake could hav been made. 
The people must make use of the learned professions. 
Was there an instance in history where the common 
people, without the learned class to guide and in- 
struct them, had made a successful revolt? From 
Spartacus to Wat Tyler and down to the present time, 
Mr. Wakeman could remember none. The lawyer 
should be especially cultivated by the working class. 
He is the least trammeled of all men by ulterior inter- 
ests, and for what little defense we hav against 
tyranny we are indebted to the legal profession. The 
learned class stand between labor and capital, with 
their sympathies on the side of labor. The working 
people should use them for all they are worth. The 
key to the solution of the labor problem is to be 
found first in organization so thorough that a boy- 
cott, when it becomes necessary to resort to that 
measure, will giv to the proscribed place the aspect 
of a graveyard. Then the ballot should be employed 
first, last, and all the time. Patience must be culti- 
vated. Learn to labor and to wait. Above all get 
wisdom. No capitalist can lock you out from that 
storehouse. Invite the learned professions to speak 
at labor meetings and to divulge the information they 
hav gained. The orator who has simply zeal without 
knowledge is the workingman’s enemy. Abjure 
alcohol, and never allow yourselvs to be made to be- 
lieve that in any form it can do you the least good. 
Liv high intellectually and low physically. The 
plainest food is the best. Find consolation, not in 
thinking of another world, of which the priests pro- 
fess to tell you; not in dreaming of the impos- 
sible; not in pandering to the appetites, in strong 
drink, nor in gratifying the passions ; but seek relief 
from temporary troubles in culture, in the study of 
books, in communion with the great minds of the 
past and present, and through these become ac- 
quainted with the future. . 

The speaker closed with a quotation from Goethe 
which he recited in German, in spite, as he remarked, 

of the fact that it might grate on the ears of some. 
Whether this apology was intended to appease the 
Germans present or the English-speaking auditors, 
Mr. Wakeman did not make entirely clear. 

Such was the tenor of Mr. Wakeman’s remarks, 
extending considerably over an hour. His listeners 
applauded him heartily at the close, but it is safe to 
say that many of them had never heard anything like 
it before. "The present writer has listened to perhaps 
a hundred speeches on the labor problem within the 
past year, including some by Henry George aud 
John Swinton, and he has to agree with Mr. Walford, 
who followed the speaker, that this address had more 
common sense in it than any other that he ever heard. 
And the cause is easy to find. Apart from Mr. Wake- 
man’s ability, he is a Freethinker and does not trim 
his sails to catch any theological wind. 

The lecture was followed by a collection and a dis- 
cussion, the latter being helped along by Mrs. Leon- 
ard, Madam Delescluze, Mr. Walford, and a speaker 
who was not identified. The collection amounted to 
$10.20. What the discussion amounted to the re- 

orter did not stay to learn. 

R On the evening Ji Friday, the 11th, Miss Gertrude 


| B. Kelly, of Newark, will address the meeting at 


the same place, and other speakers of ability will 


eighteen feet wide and fifty feet long. At one end | follow. 
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Communications. 


Boston Liberals. 


On Friday forenoon, May 28th, Mr. Moncure D. 
Conway made a vigorous attacks on Mr. John Fiske's 
attempt to get arguments from science for endowing 
the great unknown cause of all things with moral 
attributes. This conception is not authorized by 
. Herbert Spencer, and is utterly untenable in view of 
the amount of moral and natural evil, a result whose 
cause cannot be good. The speaker pictured the 
devil as appearing to him and saying: “Do you want 
to construct a perfect system of scientific theism? 
To do it, you must hav one thing—me! You know 
that Jehovah could not stand alone until I came from 
Persia to help him, and make him the First Person in 
the Trinity. The Universalists hav tried to get 
along without me, and you see where they are. You 
must look at the evil as well ns the good ; and so 
you can hav no religion without me.” * But who are 
you?” At this question, the horns and hoofs disap- 
peared; Satan’s eyes turned to volcanoes, his hair to 
the sweeping sands of the desert, his mouth to a 
marsh breathing out malaria, his limbs to barren 
rocks. He is inorganic nature, destitute of moral 
purpose. 

This whole address is soon to appear in the Z»dex, 
and the number for May 27th has published an essay 
written in a kindred spirit, by Dr. Edmund Mont- 
gomery, for thé Convention of the 28th. Its length 
made it more fit for presentation in this form. The 
subject is “The Scientific Basis of Religious Intui- 
tion.” Among characteristic sentences are these: 
= Those of us are innocent of the real ways of nature 
who, during a civilized walk among flowers and but- 
terflies, giv vent to feelings of veneration for the 
benignant power that has shaped such beautiful and 
happy things. These very gauderies of our earth 
are out-and-out the product of successful cunning 
and greed.” ‘It is very evidently a misleading ilu- 
sion to believe that there exists any moral purpose 
and direction in the universe outside human con- 
sciousness.” ‘Morality is a delicate effluence of 
human reciprocity, existing exclusivly among our 
own conscious selys, and nowhere else, as far as our 
knowledge reaches,” ‘‘ Genuin morality is always of 
the social kind, being exclusivly of social origin and 
significance.” 

Substantially the same ground was taken by Mr. 
B. F. Underwood, who showed that nature is so 
plainly unmoral as to giv no basis for scientific the- 
ism. Dr. Paul Carus complained of the lack, even in 
this free land, of really free thought. And this ses- 
sion of the Convention of the Free Religious Asso- 


eiation closed by an indignant exposure by a Brahman |: 


of “ What is wanting in Christianity.” Mr. Gopal Vin- 
ayak told, amid frequent applause, how the religion 
of the Americans had proved itself lacking justice 
in their robbing the Indian of his land and the 
African of his freedom; lacking humanity, in the 
cruelty toward the Chinese, as well as in the oppres- 
sion of the poor; and lacking in honesty of purpose 
from the day when Jesus worked miracles to make 
people believe in him, to this time, when missionaries 
are sent out to open markets for manufactures. 

That afternoon the labor problem was taken up by 
Hon. Carroll D. Wright, who showed how much bet- 
ter off the laborer was now, as a worker for himself, 
than he was in old times, when he was a serf work- 
ing for his master. The only trouble is that the in- 
terests of laborer and employer often clash. Hence 
the need that workingmen organize for mutual de- 
fense. Best of all would it be for the laborer to be 
admitted to so full and fair a share in the profits as 
to bring the interests of labor and capital into per- 
fect harmony. 

That evening there was a very pleasant festival in 
the Meionaon. The chairman, Mr. Moncure D. Con- 
way, of Brooklyn, N. Y., congratulated the association 
on having planted itself on a purely ethical basis and 
left all speculations about theology to individual 
taste. After musie by the Weber Quartette, he in- 
troduced a representativ of the race whose genius 
first opened to religion its highest development. 

Rabbi Schindler spoke of the reproach cast upon 
the radicals of tearing down, without building up, 
and said that it was not a thing to be ashamed of, 
for it is not our business to build up. The meta- 
phor'is a mistake. Religion is not a building 
which can be constructed by artificial effort. It 
is a tree that. grows, and all we can do is to prune 
&way the dead branches and remove the incum- 
brances tha keep it back from the sunlight and 
the airs of heaven. - We cannot teach religion, whether 
it is Judaism or orthodoxy or Liberalism. Free- 
thought the community now grows full of. Our 
largest building, even Boston Common itself, would 
not now hold those whose faith has grown up from 
within to thisfreedom. Their faith was not built up; 
and we should acknowledge plainly that our mission 
isto tear away Obstructions, and let our tree grow 
up to shelter the whole community. 

Mr. Conway now said that he had found a more 


cordial welcome in England among the established | 


clergy than among dissenters, though he had not 
always found it so here. But, Mr. Ward, whom he 
next introduced, had the English feeling. 

Mr. Julius H. Ward said that he had just come 
from a congress of American churches which met to 
counteract narrow tendencies and to widen the church. 
He looked forward to the time when the church 
would take in all the interests of society, and the 
place for the Free Religionists would be on the 
Episcopal platform, working together under God for 
the life of humanity. 

After music, Mrs. Cheney then spoke of the readi- 
ness of the Free Religionists to take in what they 
found good everywhere, either in English Episcopacy 
or Indian Brahmanism, and paid a tribute to Mrs. 
Joshee, whose success in her medical studies in Phil- 
adelphia was to be crowned with a hospital in her 
Eastern home, 

Mr. Joshee spoke in a very simple and natural way 
of the novelty of the meeting to him, and described 
an excursion of his to a farmhouse. The Quaker 
lady, to whom he had an introduction, peeped out 
through the blinds and wanted to shut the door ‘in 
his face. He was tired and sat down on the steps, 


and she offered him a dollar ; but he heard that she. 


was very religious. Then he met her husband, a 
man v ith no religion, no ethics, no anything, and he 
found that he was all right. He was a friend, and 
Joshee went in and stayed all night. 
After more music, Mr. Conway introduced Rev. M. 
J. Savage, who in his modesty told a story of a 
circuit-rider who introduced himself as a messenger 
of the Lord, and was told by his friend, “ Well, the 
Lord must be mighty short on it for bands" He 
took up the same theme as the earlier speakers, the 
broadeniug of faiths, and said that he wanted some- 
thing broader than Unitarianism, broader than Chris- 
tianity, and that was humanity. The religion of 
humanity was moving forward, and going as fast, 
perhaps, as is healthy. We liv in an age of change. 
It took centuries to get from paganism to Christian- 
ity, centuries more for science to replace credulity, 
and we must not expect our own movement to tri- 
umph at once; and he told the story of the colored 
preacher who had been struggling with Abbot's 
“Scientific Theism," and at last gave it up, with the 
explanation that he could believe in God a good deal 
easier than he could read that book. 
: F. M. Hortan., 
Note.—To these records of how fast thought is moving in 
Boston, I wish to add an instance of how much freedom of 
specch is encouraged in Texas, Judge Cook, who, as candi- 
date for governor, is not particularly desirous to make him- 
self unpopular, says in reply to those who thank him for 
some criticism of the Knights of Labor. ‘By the help of God 
and the other gentlemen, I hope to be able to stand the racket," 
—4—9--9— 


Mr. Everett in His Own Behalf. 


To rae Eprror or Tue Troura Seexer, Sir: THE 
'TaurH SEEKER of the 29th is at hand, and words fail 
me to fitly express my views on its “make up ;” I only 
wish that it may continue. Had I wealth I wonld 
ask you to strike me off one thousand of these pict- 
ures, like those this week, and I would cover every 
dead wall in this city. Underneath each I would hav 
added, ‘Subscribe for Tue Trotu SEEKER, 33 Clinton 
Place, New York, $3 per year." But I write this to 
ask you to giv me a little space to put my case be- 
fore Pollock, Severance, W. E. S., et al, as I see your 
piece, “ Knights of Labor Bigotry,” has stirred up 
not a few. Pollock dubs nie a crank. To that I say, 
“Pollock, would to Tue Trors Srexer thou and 
many more were as I, save these bonds.” I may not 
use the mildest methods in dealing with superstition ; 
as to that it is but a difference of opinion. O Pol- 
lock, I may be cranky; if so, thank Tur TRUTH SEEKER. 
I hav no use for Gods, Christs, or any of the tom- 
foolishness of religion. For this, and daring to pub- 
lish the same in a town overrun by Christians, am I 
in the sad plight of to-day. I am a law-abiding citi- 
zen; I neither drink liquor (not even beer, though an 
anti-Prohibitionist) nor use tobacco; in fact, as ex- 
pressed by one upholding the course taken by the 
Knights, the only thing they found against me was, 
* He curses God Almighty in words that wou'd 
shock a pagan.” How ?—*‘ calling him the most hog- 
ish monopolist of the age?” With this as a prelude 
I will now briefly state the case as it is, so that every 
reader of Tue Trurs Srexer may hav a chance to in- 
telligently consider the facts as they are, and what I 
shall say here I will prove when called on. In the 
first place, let me state I am not opposed to labor or 
labor interests, or even the Knights of Labor on its 
broad basis of its principles; but when the order is 
used, as it has been in my case, to oppress à man 
simply because he publishes a Freethought paper, 
then I will oppose it until justice is done me. 

In July, E.m. 285, I commenced the publication of 
the Labor Advocate in this place, advocating labor 
and Freethought. As the result of my labors, Sep- 
tember 3d an assembly was organized of thirty-seven 
members. I hav heretofore refrained from claiming 
any credit for being the instrument by which an 
assembly was organized here. I wrote for an organ- 
izor; I saved all my labor exchanges and scattered 
them; I from the first issue urged organization ; 


when it came to getting up the names some one. 


wanted me to procure them; the organizer wrote 
me to that effect. 
Imown as a rank Infidel, and it may prejudice the 
order if I get up the names. From the first to the 
last in the assembly room I said nothing of my views 
or my paper other than the night of the organization 
when I took the organizer aside and told him if there 
was anything to recognize a God or religion I wanted 
to know it and I would retire. He assured me there 
was not. I placed myself on record before those as- 
sembled as an Infidel, asking if any objected to me to 
make it known. No objection was made, and I took 
the obligation, but refused to take it with an up- 


lifted hand, as the A. K. requires, so had to take it - 


alone, the rest waiting. Now, though the order has 
no chaplain or prayers, why do they require your 
hand to be uplifted when taking the obligation? 
Soon after the charter came they found the A. K. re- 
quired a book on the center table to represent knowl- 
edge, so in they toted a gilt-edged, brass-bound Bible. 
I objected to it on the grounds that the constitution 
and by-laws said the order paid no regard to creeds, 
aud, therefore, no book representing religion or irre- 
ligion was a lawful book to represent kuowledge. I 
called for the dictionary, or even last year’s almanac, 
so that it was not a representativ book of creeds or 
no creeds. I said I would object, on the same 
grounds, to hav Paine’s “Age of Reason” there, bas- 
img my objection on the law laid down in the constj- 
tution and by-laws, and the statement made by 
Powderly himself at the last General Assembly. 
Below is an extract from the Manchester, N. H., 
Budget, labor paper, that published what purported 
to be his words—italies are mine: 

At the late General Assembly of the Knights of Labor 
which convened at Hamilton, Ontario, Oct. 5, 1885, T. V. 
Powderly said: 

“I pledge you in the name of this Order that henceforth 
we wil move onward and forward, knowing no color, no 
creed, no nationality.” 

The Master Workman then arose and said that the 
next night a suitable book would be placed there in 
its place. Now, notice Christian duplicity—the next 
night, after the Assembly was called to order, and at 
a time when I could not withdraw without a great 
disturbance, they fetched forth the same gilt-edged, 
brass-bound Bible and laid it reverently on the 
center-table. I said nothing, but awaited the coming 
of recess, when I could retire without any scene; but 
that night, contrary to their usual custom, they had 
no recess, 80 I awaited the close, and I never went 
back, for I referred the matter to the court, and 
finally it went to the General Master Workman by 
the lodge under their statement, and he decided 
against me. Below is the letter. I giv it entire, 
without any comments, which I would like to make, 
but, want of space forbids: 

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL MAsTER WORKMAN, ?} 
Scranton, Pa., Oct. 23, 1885. f 

L. W. Bowers, Wabash, Ind., Dear Sir and Brother: The 
book on the center-table may be a Bible, a copy of the con- 
stitution, or the A. K. 

Some men entertain the idea that they should fight God in 
order to emancipate labor. They become members of the 
order and at once begin to advance their ideas. Ninety- 
nine one-hundredths. of our order belong to some religion or 
other and will oppose the introduction of Infidelity as a means 
of elevating labor, and if our Infidel members will only fight 
aggregated capital instead of the creator they can accomplish 
something, OTHERWISE THEY WILL NOT. ¢ 

Your Assembly did right. Accept my thanks, 

Fraternally yours, T. V. PowpnEzLY, G. M. W. 


Italics and small capitals are mine. I want you to 
notice particularly those words in small capitals and 
couple them with the words in small capitals under 
the head of “Expulsions” further on. Immediately 
on the receipt of this letter, I placed a written with- 
drawal in the hands of the Master Wowgnan. He 
granted me my request, as my dues were all paid, and 
I now hav my receipts up to November Ist. The 
date of my withdrawal was October 26th. I alsó 
changed the paper to a distinct and entire Free- 
thought -paper, changing the name to Rights of 
Man, December Ist, I moved my office to Mt. 
Vernon. The office that did my press-work refused 
to do my work a little over a month after I com- 
menced there, though I had paid right up, and so I 
had to suspend. I was aware some force was work- 
ing against me, but knew not at that time what it 
was, though the prosecuting attorney told me he had 
letters from parties in Wabash stating they were not 
only determinéd to stop my paper, but run me out 
of the state. He refused to giv me their names. I 
came back here the 5th of February, and was handed 
by a friend a copy of Zhe Journal of United Labor 
(official organ of the Knights of Labor) of the date 
of Jan. 25, 1886, and I found this under the head of 

‘EXPULSIONS.” 

No. 1510. By L. A. No. 4,204, Wabash, Indiana, Arthur 
C. Everett, for violation of obligation and conduct unbecom- 
ing a Knight. Hight, six feet; dark complexion; wears 
eye-glasses; NOW EDITOR OF A PAPER IN MOUNT VERNON 
called The Rights of Man. 

These words in small caps are as significant to the 
meinbers of an order who are constantly advised to 
* Remember your friends and boycott your enemies,” 
as was the advice given by the Irishman at the fight 
at Donnybrook Fair: “ Whenever you see n. head hit 


To them both I replied, No, I am ` 
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it.” Now, then, another thing right here: the consti- 
tution and by-laws say every member shall hav a 
fair and impartial trial and be furnished a copy of 
the charges. Now, I never knew a thing about the 
trial, never had a copy of the charges; in fact, knew 
not & thing of it until I saw the above in print. 
Neither can they get rid of this charge by saying that 


they sent them by mail, for I was no obscure man E 


neither was there any other Everett who would be 
likely to get it. And further, from Oct. 26th to Dec. 
8th, they had plenty of time to cife me to trial, and 
I would hav been only to glad to meet them ; but no, 
like sneaking, cowardly Christians, they waited until 
I went away, then went through the farce of expelling 
me ; for I can prove that by withdrawing on the 26th 
of October, having my dues paid ahead, I was legally 
no longer a member. I then started out to get work, 
but I found that I was a marked man, for- wherever a 
Knight could discriminate against me, he did it. 
For a time I was in Toledo, and while there I wrote 
out in brief my grievances and sent them to T. V. 
Powderly. Here is his answer: 
Scranron, March 6, 1886. 

Arrnur C. EvxnETr, Esq., 216 Tenth street, Toledo, Ohio, 
. My Dear Sir : If the case stands as reported by you, then a 
wrong has been done. i 

I will cause an investigation to be made. 

I hav a right to my opinion, as you undoubtedly hav to 
yours. Whether you are a Christian or a heathen has noth- 
ing to do with the question before us. 

ou will hear from me later on. 
Respectfully yours, ` T. V. PowpznLY, per M.S.F. 

Though since then I hav repeatedly written him, 
yet he remains silent. Why ? 


I, in all this, and now, only ask to agree to dis- 


agree. In the assembly room I said not a word in 
regard to my paper—the rules exclude politics and re- 
ligion. Constitution and by-laws, T. V. Powderly 
says, pay no regard to creeds. Then why this un- 
just oppression of me? Show me that I hav vio- 
lated any obligation or done that which is unbecom- 


ing a Knight, and I will make amends if it does not- 


require a recognition, even tacitly, of religion. 
Further, convince me beyond a doubt that the 
Knights of Labor are entirely free from any religious 
taint (and by that-act you will hav to convict Wabash 
Valley Local Assembly No. 4,204 of injustice), and 
they will hav no stronger champion, as far as my 
ability lies ; and I will run my paper, as before, in the 
interest of the Knights of Labor and Freethought. 
In the assembly room I never advanced my views. It 
is not the place for any one to advance their religious 
views ; in there they are assembled to discuss the 
labor problem and devise means to ameliorate the 
condition of the wage-worker. Outside they should 
&nd must agree to disagree. And, in closing, I am 
willing and anxious to meet any committee on this. 
I will meet them half-way; I will concede everything 
that is fair; but in the Knights of Labor they can't 
hav me and the Gods and Christs of that Bible 
which upholds the monopolists and capitalists by 
teaching us “to be subject to the higher powers,” 
and to “submit yourself to every ordinance of man 
for the Lord's sake" Until the wage-worker is 
evoluted so far that he is far enough above supersti- 
tion to trample such damnable teaching and its 
&uthors (metaphorically) beneath their feet, they can- 
not look for much advancement in their condition. 

Freethinkers, I don't write this for aid, but I hope 
that it may bring justice to me; not that I want to 
come out ahead, but that I can stand a better chance 
to get employment. Some may yet say that I am 
not boycotted. Well, let them tell me why it is that 
when I agree to contract to'work for a man three 
months for four dollars a week, giving him the first 
weck's work, as it was new business to me, the job 
was given to another. Again, I had a chance to buy 
a small second-hand press. I had paid all but seven 
dollars on it, and though out of debt and willing to 
mortgage my material to secure it, giving one dollar 
for the use of it two months, I could not hire it and 
had to giv up the press. 

I shall resume the publication of Rights of Man 
in some locality as soon as I can get a press, for I 
hav a good many subscribers whose time has not run 
out, and it is the only way I can pay them, they hav- 

- ing paid ahead ; and I wish this could be settled be- 
fore I get out the initia] number, for I don't wish to 
even seem to be working against labor interests. 
For the destruction of all myths, 

An iconoclastic Materialist, Axruun C. EvrxzzrT. 

Wabash, Ind., Lock box 171. 


———9— 

Persars the most important editorial that has re- 
cently appeared in the. Baptist Zwaminer is the fol- 
lowing. We get it by way of the Hvening Post's 
“ Religious Opinion:" *'Biliousness is very preva- 
lent at this season, the symptoms being bitter taste, 
offensiv breath, coated tongue, sick headaches, drow- 
siness, dizziness, loss of appetite. If this condition 
is allowed to continue, serious consequences may re- 
sult. By promptly taking '$ sarsaparilla a fever 
may be avoided, or premature death prevented. It 
is a positiv cure for biliousness. Sold by all drug- 
gists.” 


-——1—9— 
Senp to THe TRurH Srexer office for a catalog of 
the books we hav for sale.'. The catalog is free. 


Land Robbery. 


.If our publie domain had been turned over one 
hundred years ago to the inmates of any insane 


asylum, they could not hav made a worse disposal of 


it than Congress has. 

If I go out forty rods from where I now sit, I 
come to a lot of hundreds of acres owned by two 
then. If I go down this railroad eight miles, I come to 
& lot of thirty-six thousand acres owned by the heirs of 
one man. If I go four miles further, I come to a lotof 
eight thousand owned by two men. If I go east 
twenty miles, I come to a lot of seventy thousand 
acres owned by one man. This is what I am told by 
the oldest inhabitants here. They say much of this 


land was bought of our government years ago for: 


ten cents an acre. 

If the government had given out this land as they 
should hav done, without money or price, in farm 
lots, to those who would hav cultivated it, and who 
had a natural or birthright to it, it would now be 
under cultivation and furnish revenue for the public 
expenses ; or,if it had been kept in the hands of gov- 
ernment, the oak timber on much of it would now be 
worth several hundred dollars an acre for railroad 
sleepers. But the young timber on much of it has 
been cut off once in twenty or thirty years, burnt into 
charcoal, ground into powder and sent to Philadel- 
phia to filler whisky through, while the railroads 
are sending to Illinois and other states for sleepers; 
and the men brought up around these tracts, who 
would hav.been glad to cultivate it, and who had a 
birthright to it, hav been driven into mines, facto- 
ries, to the ocean and the ends of the earth to find 
labor; and thus all the other departments of industry 
hav, by this wholesale robbery, become overstocked 
with hands, underbidding each other to get bread. 

This land robbery is the sole cause of nine-tenths 
of all the trouble now existing between capital and 
labor, the cause of nine-tenths of all the poverty, 
vice, crime, and misery. Aliens own thirty millions 
of land here, on which their agents are making slaves 
of our own countrymen who hav been robbed of their 
birthright to land. 

If our government would restore all the wild land 
to the people, let all who want it hav a farm lot free, 
and allow no man to own more than one hundred 
acres, reserving the balance for future generations, 
and do it very soon, they will save the nation from 
Anarchy, and à more destructiv revolution than the 
world has ever known. J. Hacker. 

Berlin, N. J. 

OO --——_§_ —— 


Our London Letter. 


If there is one thing above another that the Chris- 
tians of all ages hav claimed as one of their most 
conspicuous features, it is humility; and probably the 
reason why this "virtue" is so rarely visible in the 
believer is because he esteems it as so precious a 
thing that it should not be used in an everyday, com- 
monplace manner, but should be carefully treasured 
up like the gilt-edged family Bible, and must not be 
exposed to the light of day for fear of its becoming 
tarnished. As, however, the faithful never act for 
themselvs, but invariably rule their conduct by the 
example set them by their leaders, and as these latter 
are not particularly humble-mindéd, their humility 
decreasing in proportion as their salaries increase, it 
may be that the flock does not like to appear wiser 
than the shepherd, and therefore: keeps what are 
called the Christian virtues in the background. Last 
Sunday I attended a popular chapel to hear a sermon 
given by a prominent preacher in the Dissenting 
interest, being assured that I should hav a great 
intellectual treat. A doctor of divinity is supposed 
to possess great learning, and every word he speaks 
is spoken with authority, and must not be gainsaid; 
so I prepared myself for a marvelous discourse, and, 
as might be easily supposed, was considerably disap- 
pointed. : 

This great orator, as he is termed, had his oration 
already prepared, and so had nothing to do but read 
it, which occupied him the best part of an hour—and 
very ill spent time for myself it was; the only thing 
I gathered was that humility and arrogance appear 
to be synonymous terms. The “learned” . doctor 
gave it as his ¿pse dixit that the office of a preacher 
was the most honorable that any man could possibly 
engage in, and one that archangels might enjoy, on 
the principle, I suppose, of “anything for a change." 
He considered that the singing and prayers were 
superfluities—in which I entirely agreed—but that 
preaching was the one thing needful, as the preacher 
was the person who could inform the laity all about 
the inmost thoughts of God, and consequently he 
should be carefully looked after and well paid for 
such very valuable services. The Protestants are 
always loud in their denunciations of their Catholic 


rivals for believing in the infallibility of the pope and |- 


that he is in direct communication with the celestial 
authorities, but to my unenlightened mind I could 
not see the difference in the two assumptions; they 
appeared to me to be exactly the same. This very 
humble discourse was for the purpose of extoling the 
missionary business, and ended with a collection for 


seme missionary society. No doubt it influenced 


many of the believers to giv bountifully, and brought 
much grist to the mill. 

These societies hav been doing fairly well of late, 
notwithstanding the trade depression, and I under- 
stand, the church missionary society had the largest 
haul last year that had ever fallen into their net. 
How the wire-pullers must chuckle at’ the simplicity 
of the contributors! And what high old times they 
can hay with so much money passing through their 
hands! But as missionaries are such extremely: 
useful members of society, and produce so much more 
than they consume, we cannot grudge them what 
they are able to secure. It is highly necessary that 
the incomes of the various religious societies should 
increase every year, as during the months of May 
and June, when Exeter Hall is in all its glory, all the 
exhibitions and other places of amusement are open, 
and as it behooves the country clergy to visit all the 
sights while they are in London, their expenses are 
increasing, and therefore must be met by some one if 
they cannot manage so to do themselvs, and they are 
not likely to do this while the begging-box goes round 
so merrily and fills so well. J. D. 

London, Eng., May 29, 1886. 


a a 
Anti-Mongols. 


J never knew the cause of the hostil move against 
the Chinese out here until I became familiar with the 
locality. One must sympathize with the feeling 
while here. Eastern people do not see the impor- 
tance of the common laboring man, but Westerns 
feel it daily. Loafers, non-improvers, non-producers, 
are utterly useless to our small, growing commun- 
ities. Now we face the cold, naked proposition out 
here: Shall we become a region held by a few land- 
landlords and merchants, where all the labor is done 
by Chinese? Shall our social system become Orient- 
alized? Did you ever notice how the English spar- 
rows exterminate all other birds, save the few largest 
birds of prey? Just so do the Chinese root out, dis- 
place, and annihilate all other workers. Every man 
will tell you here that, were there & conceivable limit 
to this Mongol immigration, or even to the variety of 
its occupations, the situation could not be so alarm- 
ing. But when we know that fifty million Chinese can 
introduce themselvs here within a few years and never 
be missed in China, and that they fill every occupa- 
tion, from law and medicin up to the most necessary 
daily labor, doing everything deftly, insinuating 
themselvs everywhere, supplanting all but the great 
employers, and even them in time, because labor con- 
quers all things, the people of this coast, seeing, 
feeling this every day, no wonder the phenomenon 
assumes, to those looking ahead, monstrous propor- 
tions. ‘The fact is, the Chinese beat us on every 
point where hand labor, perseverance, and tireless in- 
dustry are required," said a very old resident here to 
me. But the Westerns would not even object to 
them for all that, alarming as the future looms up. 
These Mongols huddle together in their own quar- 
ters, liv on ten cents per day, never spend a penny out- 
side of themselvs, never improve. Their labor, though 
of use, never redistributes one dollar's worth, and is 
therefore a positiv calamity, like sickness, litigation, 
etc. The Irishman or Yankee you employ buys of 
you, builds near you, adds yearly to values here ; the 
Chinese take your cash, but never reciprocate directly 
or indirectly. All history proves that whenever any 
sect or people clan together among another, taking 
from but never reciprocating, they become hated, and 
exterminators or exterminated. A thousand years 
p.c. thus did the Jews, and were mobbed out of every 
city and state in time. Ditto Parsees, Gipsies, Mor- 
mons, etc. The humble negro among us buys and 
sells and finds warm friends in almost every house. 
Here is the explanation of anti-Mongolism, and did 
you reside here it would “come home to your busi- 
ness and bosoms.” It’sea mistake about the Chinese 
sending out gold, nor would it matter if they did, if 
they exchanged their imports for our products. “The 
Chinese will never do." Wisely, the people out here 
are determined to cease all patronage of John. 

Never could I conceive how such monstrous masses 
of people could occupy the cities and towns so close 
together as described by Abbé Huc (the best Chinese 
traveler who ever wrote) until I visited Chinese town, 
San Francisco. The Chinese in person are very clean 
and well-dressed, look as just out of the bath, for- 
ever dabble in water. This corrects the foulness of 
their herding somewhat. A room 20x20 will hold as 
many as can lie down, and some that lie across’ 
Fact. You can see that these large tenement houses 
are filled from garret to cellar with Johnnies, as so 
many rats. You are in the cellar, it is just the same; 
but beneath that lowest deep there is a lower deep, 
and beneath that another, and all stuffed full of Chi- 
nese. By the skies! but 'tis a sight to see. 

I therefore believe that there are cities in China 
not down on the maps, containing from one to ten 
million people, as Huc says. Their census, he insists, 
is taken with more accuracy and speed than we dream 
of, because every nine souls has a head, a tenth, 
whose report is ever ready for the heads of hundreds 
and thousands. CLARKE ÍnvINE. 

Portland, Or. 
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The Blood of the Lamb. 


By due course of mail the following letter arrived 


at this office: 
** Mapison, Onto, May 15, 1886. 


“Tron SEEKER COMPANY : Please take my name off your 
list, as I don't want the paper. The last picture is too hor- 
rid for my Christian friends to look at. 

“ Respectfully, H. C. Girr." 

The picture referred to was in the issue of THE 
Trura SEEKER of May 15th, we take it. The reader 
will doubtless recollect that the illustration brought 
not only to the mind’s eye but to the physical eye the 
vicarious atonement scheme in all its hideousness, 
whereby, through the bleeding of Jesus Christ, man’s 
moral debts are all canceled. There was nothing 
“horrid” about the illustration except the idea—and 
for that, Mr. Gill will doubtless readily acknowledge, 
our artist is not responsible. 

Mr. Gill’s reason for discontinuing his subscription 
is that the picture shocks his Christian friends. 
While we may admire Mr. Gill’s consideration for his 
friends’ views, we can but wonder whether his friends 
are as considerate of his opinions, and whether, in 
casting out the pictorial mote, as shown them by a 
Freethought paper, they hav also ejected the verbal 
bloody beam upon which their religion rests. 

That the Christian religion is bestial in its source 
there is no doubt. It is better fitted for African 
cannibals than for civilized peoples. But a great 
many do not realize the brutal character of their su- 
perstition, and the picture, “Jesus Paid It All,” was 
designed to open the eyes of such, and reveal to them 
its horrid absurdity. It appears that Mr. Gill’s 
friends do not wish to be enlightened, and Mr. Gill 
is complacent enough to stop taking a Freethought 
paper that they may remain in darkness. Probably 
it never occurred to Mr. Gill’s Christian friends that 

if they did not like the pictures in Tar TRUTH SEEKER 
they need not look at them. Ifwe never printed 
anything that the Christians could object to, Tux 
TaurH SEEKER would be an orthodox, not a heterodox, 
journal. We are not yet quite ready to join the 
church. 

But about this blood. Blood, according to Chris- 
tian theology, is the sole redeeming element. The 
blood of Christ is drank at every communion, and 
his body eaten. The Old and New Testaments are 
crimson with blood, with which God was pleased. 
The part blood plays in mgn’s alleged redemption 
has been the theme of innumerable theologians. 
Only a few months ago a book on this “root prin- 
ciple” of Christianity was published, and so eminent 
a Protestant clergyman as Howard Crosby made it 
the text for stating over again the basis of religion. 
He said: . 

“In this book on the use of blood to denote union of life, 
Dr. Trumbull has brought out into clear light the habits of 
nations most diverse in character, situation, and age. He 
shows that the blood was reckoned as the principle of life, 
and that hence participation in another’s blood was the ap- 
propriation of his life. The insertion of another*s blood into 
the veins, the drinking of another's blood, the sprinkling with 
another’s blood, are all shown to be in accordance with this 
root idea. Although this thought is not new, yet Dr. Trum- 
bull has clothed it with new interest and force by the vast 
number of illustrations which he has laboriously brought 
forward, and has insisted on a prominence for the thought 
which heretofore has not been given it. No one can read 
his attractiv pages without being convinced that his position 
is just, and that this notion of life union was prominently 
connected with all blood-ratified treaties and covenants. 
That this idea is found in the atonement by the blood of the 
lamb of God is undoubtedly true, and yet we fear Dr. Trum- 
bull has made a mistake in not expressing the other and still 
higher blood-idea connected with that atonement. In the 
expiatory offering of the Lamb of God there is not only a 


union formed, but also sin punished, and, while the drinking 
Christ's blood (John vi, 54) is certainly union with his life, 
the shedding Christ's blood is just as certainly the punish- 
ment of sin. Here the blood is not life, but death. "That is, 
here is not the ¿nfusion of blood, but the efusion of blood. 
Life is taken away, and not given. The sacrificial system 
which God enjoined represented both ideas—the pouring out 


of the blood for sin, and the participation in the blood for, 


the union of life; and the former was necessary to the latter. 
Without the shedding of blood there was no remission.” 


The most noted revivalist of modern times, Dwight 
L. Moody, has given the world a graphic pen-picture 
of the estimation in which Christians hold blood. The 
few extracts from his sermons on another page may 
be the means of enlightening Mr. Gill’s Christian 
friends as to what their religion really is. If they are 
as “touchy” on Moody's sermons as upon Tae Trura 


| Szexer’s picture, we shall look to shortly see them 


full-fledged Freethinkers. In Mr. Moody's preach- 
ment Mr. Gill’s Christian friends hav an orthodox 
sermon. If Tue Trura Seeker picture was too 
horrid for them to look at, what will they say to this? 
It is a shocking, a disgusting, a bestial sermon. But 
it is Christianity, and it is upon that Christianity, be- 
cause we wish to see our race elevated, that we are 
making war. And upon it we shall continue to make 
war, striking with pen and pencil the hardest blows 
possible, until there is no occasion for shocking any 
mind with a truthful illustration of its root idea. 

The “ horridness” was not in our cartoon, but in 
the Christianity of Mr. Gill's Christian friends. 

ENIM ee gig 
Good Christianity. 

The object of the White Cross Army is to promote 
personal purity among young men. The theory of 
the army is that men no less than women should 
abstain from sexual immorality, and that what is sin 
in the one is sin in the other. 

The Young Men’s Christian Association, whose 
object is pretty generally known to be to furnish a 
living and recreation for a lot of baldheaded old boys, 
hav been holding an international conference at Har- 
risburg. One of the resolutions passed was that “it 
is inadvisable for the associations to engage in any 
organized efforts for moral reform.” The conference 
further resolved that it “deemed it unwise and. con- 
trary to the well-established principles formulated for 
the guidance of our associations,” “to adopt the 
methods of the White Cross Army and similar socie- 
cies,” though it recognizes the great necessity there 
is for “persistent effort to promote personal purity 
among young men.” 

The Sun, after recounting these facts, becomes in- 
dignant at the baldheaded young men who manipu- 
lated the conference, and queries: “ Are we to infer 
that the Young Men’s Christian Associations are less 
exacting in their requirements for membership than 
the White Cross Army is? Are they less intolerant 
of the seducer and the libertin? Are they afraid to 
demand ‘personal purity among young men’ who 
would come into their ranks or remain there? Will 
they go on praying with closed eyes while a woman 
is flung into the gutter and her paramour is allowed 
to go unreproached and to be rewarded with honor? 
If they are disposed to so act, let them at once pass 
another resolution at Harrisburg striking out the 
word Christian from the title of thei organization.” 

While warmth from the Sun may be natural, we 
must advise the editor to acquaint himself with the 
fundamental principles of Christianity, and then in- 
stead of counseling the baldheaded young men who 
compose the association to drop the word Christian, 
he will see that the right emphasis upon the title of 
the organization would necessitate its being printed 
in italics. Christian theology declares humanity to 
be totally depraved, and it follows, therefore, that 
every man, woman, and child in the universe is a 
fearful sinner. But it says, then, throw your sins 
upon Jesus Christ, the scapegoat; repent, and you 
will be all right. Young men who corrupt young 
women usually follow this principle closely. They 
point, as Adam pointed at Eve, to the young woman, 
and say, She did it. Then they repent of having 
been found out—and Christian society, like its Chris- 
tian deity, forgivs them. But it never forgivs the 
woman. The doom of Eve is dinned into her ears, 
and she is forever an outcast. In all this the princi- 
ples of Christianity and the conduct of God are 
strictly followed. The backbone of the whole scheme 
is, Let the other man walk. 

whe Young Men's Christian Association has been 
true to its name in negativly admitting that the atti- 


tude of society toward a fallen girl and her paramour 
is righteous. It is an Infidel, and not a Christian, 
idea that everyone must bear the punishment for his 


or her own sins. 
ee ———— 


Prayer. 

A Congregational journal of this city devotes con- 
siderable space to an editorial on prayer. If the 
article had been the leader in some obscure religious 
sheet no one would hav been surprised at it. But 
the Independent claims to be literary and scientific 
as well as religious, and that it should publish so 
foolish an essay is rather remarkable. The meat of 
it is that prayers are certainly answered in one of 
four ways. The first proposition and affirmation is 
so unique in its simple idiocy that we quote it entire: 

* First: He answers our general prayer for daily bread 
and providential care. Our common needs are supplied in 
answer to prayer. But it is urged that so are the common 
needs of men supplied who never pray. We will not here 
discuss that proposition further than to say that there isa 
difference between eating bread off God’s table and being 
‘clothed by a Father's hand, and the common method of 
filching a living from the world merely by the labor of our 
own hands.” 

The second affirmation is that God answers pray- 
ers directly, as instance Hannah praying for a son, 
Hezekiah for his life and for the destruction of the 
armies of Sennacherib, Elijah that no rain should fall 
in Samaria for. forty-two months, and the “church” 
praying for Peter’s release. The third statement is 
that God answers prayer indirectly. The proof 
given of this is, that when Paul thrice besought the 
Lord to take away the thorn, God gave him more 
grace to bear the pain. Fourthly, God answers 
prayer by saying No. “What we call unanswered | 
prayers are oftentimes prayers which hav been very 
decidedly answered. We ask and reccive not, be- 
cause we ask for something that we may consume in 
our flesh, which if God should giv it us would be 
for our hurt and eternal damage. A wise and lov- 
ing heavenly father says ‘No,’ to such petition. 
Shall we say that because God says ‘ No,’ he has not 
answered us ?" "e 

This covers the ground pretty well, and maintains 
the reputation of God among his servants. But 
skeptics, we fear, will stil remain unconvinced. 
They will deny, first, that God does supply daily 
bread and providential care. There are a great many 
who are not supplied. Their common needs are un- 
attended to. They will say, second, that there is no 
authentic instance of any one in this era having bread 
laid upon his table who did not work to earn it, or 
who did not obtain it through human intervention. 
Those who do not pray get as much bread as those 
who do, ifthey work as hard, and the refusal of the 
writer to consider this is suspicious. The difference 
between bread obtained by prayer and bread ob- 
tained by labor cannot well be discussed until it is 
shown that bread ever is supplied by super- 
human means. We will, however, make the editor of 
the Zndependent an offer. He shall agree to eat no 
food except that supplied in answer to prayer, and 
we will agree to eat none but that obtained by labor. 
His food must get to him with absolutely no human 
effort, and ours shall come with no: divine interven- 
tion. The test shall be, which of us livs the longer, 

That prayer is ever answered directly is a proposi- 
tion utterly incapable of proof. Occasionally a per- 
son desires an object and prays for it. Then he gets 
up from his knees and works for it. By and by he 
gets it. Then, if he is a sufficiently credulous Chris. 
tian, he credits it to God, and says his prayer is 
answered. But he never would hav got it if he had 
remained on his knees. Down East a story is told 
that in a country district the school-house was once 
destitute of fire-wood. The weather was cold and 
the teacher and the scholars shivered and suffered. 
The teacher knelt down, followed by the scholars, 
and offered up a fervent petition to the air. A few 


minutes afterward the hearty “ whoa ” to his oxen of 


a farmer of the district caused the teacher and 
scholars to look out the window. There in the 
school-yard stood a sled load of wood, and the en- 
trance of the farmer brought them all to their feet. 
* Oh, I am so thankful to God,” burst out the teacher. 
“He has answered our prayer.” “Bin prayin’ for 
wood ?” inquired the farmer. “ Yes, and now you are 
here, and our prayer is answered,” responded the 
teacher. ‘When d’ye pray?" asked he. “Just a 
few minutes ago,” she replied. “Wal, I started with 
this 'ere load two hours ago,” he said, “and I reekin 
if I hadn't ye'd. be freezin’ still.” 
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It will be noticed that the proofs adduced in sup- 
port of the direct-answer theory are not contempo- 
raneous. They are not verifiable. In the instance of 
Hannah, too, it must be recollected that when she 
prayed for issue there was a man of God sitting by, 
which circumstance may or may not hav to do with 
the case. If the Jewish ministers of old were like 
unto the Christian ministers of to-day, the coincidence 
could at least be noted. As for Hezekiah, the gen- 
eral opinion of pathologists now is that a boil is not 
a fatal disease. The historian put it very strong 
when he said that Hezekiah was in danger. But be 
that as it may, to Isaiah and his fig poultice is due 
the credit of Hezekiah’s recovery, if holy writ is ac- 
curate. The other instances noted are not reliable. 
The Lord is usually on the side of large armies and 
strong jail walls, and his angels cannot overcome a 
king without a larger army than the king possesses, 
nor break jail without duplicate keys. Our Congre- 
gational contemporary should adduce ‘some proof 
a few thousand years later—if it can find any. 

The indirect method of answering prayer is an in- 
genious apology for no answer. A man is plagued 
by what he terms a thorn. He prays for its removal, 
which prayer is not granted. Then he becomes re- 
signed, and his resignation is offered as a proof of 
prayer-answering! This is certainly remarkable 
proof, and Christians will do well to treasure it. But 
if God answers indirectly with No, we fail to see why a 
direct no is ever necessary to be inferred. An indi- 
rect refusal is as effectual as a direct one, and might 
save the feelings of the petitioners. Summed up, 
therefore, the whole matter is this way: God has the 
reputation of being a prayer-answering individual. 
But no instance of his so doing being known, it is 
necessary to invent excuses for his remissness. 
Otherwise the people would doubt his goodness or 
existence, and would question the utility of maintain- 
ing alarge number of priests to solicit a divine in- 
terference with mundane affairs which never occurs. 
To support their system of imposture, therefore, the 
priests say to the people: Do not doubt that God 
answers your petitions. The fact that you pray and 
are alive proves it. The other fact that people who 
do not pray are just as much alive has nothing to do 
with the case. 1. If you pray for anything, and ever 
get it, that is indubitable proof that God sent it. 
2. If you do not get it it is just as good proof. 
8. If you pray for one thing, and do not get it, but 
do get another, that is proof that God answers you. 
4. If your prayer is absolutely and entirely without 
effect, that, too, is proof that God always replies to 
the petition of his people. Believe in God, support 
the preachers, and you will get to heaven. l 

If we hav not interpreted aright the Christian 
argument for prayer, we are willing to be corrected. 

—— 4 .95————— ————— 
Editorial Notes. 

PRESIDENT Porrer’s statement before the Nineteenth Cent- 
ury Club that ** Darwin’s doctrin is perfectly consistent with 
Theism " because ‘‘ Darwin himself asserted his belief in an 


intelligent creator,” is hardly borne out by the facts. Dar- 
win was an Agnostic, and so described himself. 


Iv is not our fault that the able report of the annual meet- 
ing of the Free Religious Association, published in another 
place, is headed, ''Boston Liberals." The responsibility 
rests with the secretary, Mr. F. M. Holland. We trust that 
it will stimulate the Free Religionists to become worthy of 
the new name which is thus semi-officially given them. 


A Meruopist paper raps the Episcopalians by saying that 
* gowns, crosses, ribbons, aud genuflexions save nobody.” 
The Church Standard retorts that ‘‘neither do camp-meet- 
ings, love-feasts, telling your ‘experience,’ and shouting 
glory save anybody.” No doubt these journals are both 
right, but will they please enlighten the poor pagan as to 
what all this chatter about salvation means? Saved from 
what ? 


Jonw JASPER, of ** the sun do move” notoriety, has a rival 
in Bishop Turner of the African Methodist church of Georgia, 
Kentucky, and Tennessee. In a lecture given recently at 
Shelbyville, Ky., he said: ‘I admire the great inventions of 
white men, and especially in controling electricity; but the 
subjection of God's agent is carried too far in making it light 
the world. This has already changed the meteorology of our 
country. Look at the floods, hurricanes, cyclones, and other 
atmospheric disturbances taking place in the heavens and 
upon the earth. I predict that the ünbalancing of the air 
currents, which electric lights are causing, will in a few 
years, if they increase in numbers as fast as in the past five 
years, cause whole cities to be blown away at a time, and 
floods unlike any save Noah's.” In another lecture he assured 
^ his hearers that before the distillation of whisky was invented 
people were giants, requiring beds fifteen feet long and nine 
feet wide. Whisky is to blame for the decrease in stature of 
the buman race. The Methodist church should be proud of 
its bishop. l 


In his address to the annual convention of the Episcopal 
church of the diocese of Long Island, Bishop Littlejohn said 
that ‘‘the subject of greatest importance was the decreasing 
supply of candidates for the priesthood.” Good! The 
young men of Mr. Littlejobn's neighborhood are getting sen- 
sible. May the seven hundred pastorless parishes speedily 
become seven thousand, if there are so many in the country. 


JonN Mosr has been sentenced to one year's imprisonment 
and to pay a fine of $500, the' extreme penalty the law 
allows. The chairman of the meeting at which Most ex- 
pressed his alleged incendiary sentiments, who did not say & 
word, was sentenced to nine months’ imprisonment. An- 
other orator, who at a subsequent meeting echoed Most's 
doctrins, was given nine months’ imprisonment, and ordered 
to pay the state $250. ‘‘I hav sworn," said Thomas Jeffer- 
son, the Infidel president, ‘‘ hostility to every form of oppres- 
sion over the mind of man.” It is evident that Recorder 
Smyth is not a Jeffersonian. Rather is hea Jeffreys. Talk, 
in this country, is no longer cheap. Very few will be found 
willing to pay the extravagant price put upon it by our 
courts. * 


Tue church congress recently held at Cleveland was com- 
posed of a bishop of the Roman Catholic church and min- 
isters of all the Protestant denominations—Baptist, Chris- 
tians, Congregational, Disciples, Evangelical Association, 
Evangelical Lutheran, Free Baptist, Methodist Episcopal, 
Methodist Episcopal South, Methodist Protestant, Church of 
New Jerusalem, Presbyterian, Presbyterian Church South, 
Protestant Episcopal, Reformed Presbyterian and Roman 
Catholic, Friends, Unitarians, Moravians, United Brethren in 
Christ, United Presbyterian and Universalist. As yet, how- 
ever, we hav heard of no burnings, hangings, burying alive, 
torturing, or other Christian practices baving been perpe- 
trated. Times hav changed since the days of Torquemada, 
John Calvin, and the rest of the Reformers. 


Ar the execution of Lee Barnes, at Dover, Ark., week 
before last, a religious meeting of remarkable fervor was 
held. The Rev. Mr. Jol was upon the scaffold, and, to- 
gether with some thirty more spectators, sang, ‘‘ What a 
Friend We Hav in Jesus," Barnes joining fervently in the 
singing. Afterward Barnes made a speech confessing his 
crime, and saying he could now meet his God in peace. 
Then “Jesus Paid It All" was sung, and Barnes went 
around to each one on the scaffold and embraced them, say- 
ing, ‘‘ Meet me in heaven.” Mr. Jolly then prayed, breaking 
down in the middle of it, and, clapping his hands together, 
shouted, * Hallelujah! bless the Lord!” Barnes responded 
with a loud ** Amen!” He was then hanged. His crime was 
the most atrocious murder ever committed in the county. 


Tux General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church South 
on the 26th ult. adopted by an overwhelming vote the follow- 
ing: 

“To the several overtures on the subject of the evolution of man 
sent up by the Presbyteries, the General Assembly returns answer 
a8 follows : 

“The church remains at this time sincerely convinced that the 
scriptures, a8 truly and authoritativly expounded in our ‘ Confes- 
sion of Faith! and Catechism, teach that Adam and Eve were cre- 
ated body and soul by immediate acts of almighty power, thereby 
preserving perfect race unity ; that Adam's body was directly fash- 
ioned by alnighty God without any natural animal parentage of 
any kind, out of matter previously created of nothing, and that 
any doctrin at variance therewith is dangerous error. insomuch as 
by methods of interpreting scripture which it must demand, and 
in the consequences which by fair implication it will involve, it will 
lead to a denial of doctrins fundamental to the faith.” 

That is the high-water mark of Presbyterian intelligence 


at the present time. 


By way of the Grand Rapids Progressive Aye, we get from 
the Chicago Times of the 8th inst. the following account of 
spirit-photography: ‘‘ Two brothers named Keeler hired a 
room, and began a series of so-called spirit seances. The 
correspondents of various papers were asked to attend, ‘and 
were unable to detect any evidence of fraud or imposition, 
although they confess to hav been completely puzzled and 
mystified. In one room they materialized spirits, and in an- 
other they photographed spirits of persons—declared by vis- 
itors to be excellent likenesses of some deceased individuals. 
It is difficult to persuade one's self of the actual truth of 
such a performance before more is heard in regard to it. 
Every facility had been given to the visitors to examin the 
rooms, and the furniture, and the photographing apparatus. 
The furniture consists of one cambric curtain, shutting off 
one corner of the room, where the medium sits. The walls 
are solid. The spirits are photographed in the other room, 
alongside of the face of a visitor who is seated in an arm- 
Chair opposit a white screen and à common photographing 
apparatus." The Banner of Light, however, is skeptical in 
the matter. In the issue of that journal of May 8th, the 
editor says: ''Our Washington correspondent, in alluding to 
spirit-photography in that city, conveying a doubt of its 
legitimacy, we fully indorse. Through private sources we 
hav information to the same effect from there. Our own ex- 
perience regarding spirit-photography has been in the past 
of a nature to satisfy us that much fraud has been practiced 
in this connection, although we hav in our possession indubit- 
able evidence that genuin spirit-pictures hav been made. 
But we are fully satisfied that nearly, if not quite, all pict- 
ures of this description made to-day, of which we hav any 
knowledge, are fraudulent productions." Mrs. Slenker, too, 
visited these so-called mediums on her journey in search of 
ghosts, and obtained a photograph from one of these brothers 
and a ** psychometric reading " from the other. She always 
maintained that both the picture and reading were a farce 
and humbug. The Keeler brothers are the gentlemen upon 
whom Mr. R. M. Robinson, the author of the *' spirit-photog- 
raphy challenge,” published recently in our columns, de- 


pends to produce his proof of a spiritual world. "The com- 
mittee proposed by him has been selected, and is awaiting 
his action. He is not limited to one medium, but may pro- 
duce any and all claiming to possess gifts in this line. 


A new Congregationalist church has been built in Atlanta 
because one could not hold both white and black Christians. 
In describing its dedication a writer in the Congregational. 
ist says : ** The two races will not unite to any extent in At- 
lanta, or anywhere else. The experiment has been tried in 
all faithfulness and Christian love in the First Congregational 
church in Washington, and it is a conspicuous failure; nof 
from any lack of brotherly or Christian feeling, but in the 
nature of things." The Hon. Frederick Douglass, colored, 
who is more a Free Religionist than a Christian, sends to 
the Independent some stinging comments upon this exhibi- 
tion of race prejudice. He says: “ After reading these lines, 
I was led to exclaim: ‘Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in 
the hearing of Robert G. Ingersoll! It is the saddest con- 
fession of the impotency of Christian faithfulness and Chris- 
tian love that has lately come to my notice, if, indeed, such 
faithfulness and such love cannot tolerate the presence of 
two varieties of the human family to worship God under the 
same roof. We can sit, side by side, in the public hall with 
white people to hear Robert G. Ingersoll denounce the mis- 
takes of Moses; we can sit in the same circus, and see men 
and women play all manner?of pranks; we can sit in the 
same theater with white people, and hear the music and see 
the players; but the zature of things and the impotency of 
Christian love make it impossible for colored and white peo- 
ple to worship God in the same temple.” Mr. Douglass ought 
to know by this time that Christian professions hav not the 
slightest influence upon Christian practices. The French 
hav a manner of inquiring, when a man gets into trouble, 
“Who. is the woman?" The American query now is, 
' What Sunday-school was he superintendent of?" Mr. 
Douglass shonld not allow himself to be surprised at any ac- 
tion of the churches. They are the devil’s unaccountables. 

e mm 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Mns. H. S. Lare speaks for the Independent Church of 
Alliance,.O., through the month of June. She will be at 
Cassadaga Camp August 7th, 8th, 11th, and 13th; at Mount 
Pleasant Park Camp (Clinton, Ia.), August 15th to 23d ; at 
Onset Bay Camp, August 28th and 29th. Societies wishing 
her services for fall and winter will address her at Alliance, 
O., Box 202. f s 


C. B. RzxNorps lectures at Williamson, N. Y., June 10th, 
iith, 12th, and 13th; Pnltneyville, the 14th aud 15th. He 
will pitch his Tent at Marion June 16th, going thence to 
Sodus, Lafayette, and Fabius, all in Onondaga county. 
Afterward he will visit Ballston Spa, N. Y., and Boonton, 
N.J. Parties desiring the presence of the Tent in their town 
may address Mr. Reynolds in care of this office. Contribu- 
tions to aid him may also be sent in our care. 


Jonw E. Remsrura, the noted lecturer and author on Free- 
thought and cotemporary of Ingersoll, lectured last night 
at the Turner Hall to a small but appreciativ audience. His 
theme was ''Tom Paine, the Apostle of Liberty," and a 
glowing tribute in masterly language did he pay that great 
defender of the rights of man. He did not insist that his 
hearers should adopt his views on orthodox religion, but only 
asked consideration for them, and was listened to with 
marked attention and frequently applauded. The diction 
and thought of the lecture were elegant and profound.—San 
Antonio Daily Light. 
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Invited to Prove His Prayer. 
From the Chicago Inter-Ocean. 

Old Governor McCreery was not a religious man, and did 
not hay much respect for religion. Ile preferred a race 
horse to a church, and a mint julep to à hymn book. One 
morning Mr. Sutherland, who was the chaplain of the Senate, 
had some distinguished divine as a guest and invited him to 
officiate in his place on that day. "The stranger, not having 
ever enjoyed the honor before, thought lie would make the 
most of the case, and delivered a very fervent prayer, which 
was intended for the spiritual benefit of the senators. There 
was more truth than compliment in his utterances, and at 
the conclusion of his prayer Senator McCreery sent to the 
clerk's desk a resolution. 

Mr. McDonald, who was then the chief clerk of the Senate, 
took the resolution, read it over, colored up to his ears, and, 
turning around, held a whispered conversation with Mr. 
Ferry, who was in the chair. 

‘Mr. Ferry declared at once that the resolution of the 
senator from Kentucky was not in order. Mr. McCreery de- 
manded that it should be read, and there was a little breeze, 
in which the chair conquered, as he usually does on such 
occasions. 

Several senators rushed up to the desk to see what the pa- 
per was about, and it was afterward passed around quite 
freely. It was a series of whereases, which set forth that the 
gentleman who had just occupied the floor did not address 
his remarks to the president of the Senate, as required by the 
rules, but to a being not recognized by the Constitution of 
tbe United States, and entirely unknown to that body : 

Whereas, In the remarks of the gentleman he asserted that 
the Senate of the United States was composed of men who 
were weak and sinful, and wanting in Christian grace ; and 

Whereas, If these remarks were true, the persons so de. 
scribed were unfit to represent the several states or to frame 
laws for the people; therefore be it 

Resolved, That the committee on privileges and elections 
be instructed to summon before them at once the person who 
had offered the prayer, and compel him to prove the truth of 
his assertions or retract them. 
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Zetters from friends. 


Enon VALLEY, Pa., May 30, 1886. 
My Drar Mr. Macpoyatp: Allow me to express, not only 
my satisfaction, but admiration, for the tone of your leading 
editorial in Tne Trot SEEKER of yesterday. In the name 
of the future, as well as the present, I thank you for the bold 
and consistent stand you take in defending thc liberty of 
Speech in the case of Herr Most and the rest of the Anarch- 
ists; for, although J differ from their un-American notions 
entirely, I feel and think that they hav a perfect right to dis- 
cuss the subject, since treason, which forfeits liberty and 
life, consists, not in threatening, but in the overt act of levy- 
ing war against the government. It is the glory of Frec- 
thought that in all past aves it has been on the side of justice 
as well as truth, and if at the present crisis it should com- 
promise with wrong, and truckle to wealth and power, for 
the sake either of peace or '' respectability,” its righteous 
doom would be sealed. But there is no danger of this. 
That monosyllable if is as big as the Himalaya mountains, 

and as impassable. A. B. BRADFORD. 


SraxGLE P. O., Wasu. Ter., May 80, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find 25 cents for ‘‘The Holy Bible 
Abridged.” I hav a friend wifo has just begun to doubt 
ecclesiasticism. I think that ‘The Holy Bible Abridged ” 
will change the religious sentiment in his locality. The 
time has come when Freethought should pervade the entire 
- length and breadth of the land. Religion in castern Wash- 
ington has but a small following. Catholicism is paying taxes 
on her holy frauds. Preachers hav gone to work to some ex- 
tent. The monastery of Spokane Falls is completed. They 
had to go to Rome for funds to complete it. I consider that 
Liberalism has done its work pretty well in Eastern Wash- 
ington. The Holy Ghost at Vancouver is still at work, and 
a venerated Catholic has sent his darling girl to that holy 
sink. Much has been said during the last ten years concern- 
ing the crimes and cruelties of Christianity, but little has 
' been said about the imprisoned nuns. I do not think it 
necessary at this enlightened period of the world to keep a 
castle filled with girls to pray for the holy church and the 
sinners of this earth; and if those unworthy homes for girls 
could cease to exist, it wonld be one grand step in the line of 
progression. Young ladies are preferred in the nnnneries. 
Why couldn't young men do as well? Will some priest 
answer the question ? i E. WixonESTER. 


; PnovipENGE, R. I., May 27, 286. 

Mr. Evrvor: The pernicious and evil influence of Spirit- 
ualism has been most vividly brought before me during the 
past week by the incarceration within an insane asylum of a 
friend and acquaintance of mine, whose mind has been over- 
turned by an overdose of huinbuggery and supernaturalism, 
brought about by attending Spiritual seances during the last 
few weeks, claiming that he is dead, and that he is Professor 
Denton. 

With the very many examples where bright intellects 
hav been beclouded in the attempt to investigate and fathom 
that fanatical humbug, it seems strange that there should be 
anyone who would waste their time upon either of those twin 
relics of barbarism, orthodoxy and Spiritualism. 

There are in your paper nearly every week one or more 
items about persons who hav Jost their reason through the 
influence of religion. Should you publish the account of all 
those ^ ho break down from the influence of that other delu- 
sion, the number would be appalling. 

Renouncing orthodoxy and taking up Spiritualism as a 
substitute is very much like the old saying, jumping from 
the frying-pan into the fire. Of what use is it to break away 
from one delusion only to embrace another ? 

L. L. NonTnu», Materialist. 
MOoxnELAND, Moxr., May 16, 1886. 

Mr. Eviror: Please tind postal-note for $8 to renew sub- 
scription to your valuable paper. I cannot do without it. 

The cartoons are simply immense. Iam more than pleased 
with them. I received my books all right. Miss Gardener’s 
arguments, like Paine’s, are unanswerable. I wish there were 
more such noble men and women in the world than there is. 
1 hav been reading two sermons this morning from the Jnter- 
Ocean of Chicago, one by Professor Swing, and the other by 
the Rev. Lorimer. Tle subject is the riot in their city, and 
they ascribe it all to the lack of religion (they don't specify 
the kind) and a strict observance of the divine law of God. 
They say all Anarchists are Atheists, and must of a necessity 
be disorderly and hav murder at heart. They hold that relig- 
ion is the author of morality, and morality is the author of 
all law and order, and God being the creator and maker of 
all things, his divine law is superior to all other laws. So 
they exhort their hearers to put their trust in God and make 
the best of everything, or, in other words, believe In God, 
trust to luck, and wait for results. It seems strange to me, 
if religion is so powerful, and God omnipotent, with all the 
preaching and praying, that such things should happen. 
And when will they quit exhorting us to liv nearer God, 
proclaiming loud and dwelling long on the peculiar advan- 
tages of the nearness and immediate presence of God? 

I presume others as well as myself hav been told of Satan, 
who was once an angel of light in heaven, the home of God, 
where nothing of a questionable character can possibly enter, 
yet pride entered the heart of Satan, and there was war in 
heaven. , 

I think it time for them to quit offering their sugar-coated 
nonsense as a remedy for our ills. Do they forget that we 
hav tried their remedy for hundreds of years? Can they ex- 
pect us to never tire? Can they blame us if we look for 
"something better, and when we find something, embrace it 


because of its reality and effect ? If it cures our ills, rights 
our wrongs, and has the desired effect, making us better 
men and women, bettering all our conditions in life, then it 
is the remedy we hav been lookingfor. But this ‘‘ hav faith 
and trust to luck," I am done with. I think it is best to 
study cause and effect, profit by experience, think of our 
past follies, and be wise. 

Never weary of well-doing. I think more of deeds than 
creeds; more of works than faith. He that plants a hill of 
potatoes and cultivates it with vare does more for mankind 
than a preacher with all his prayer. J. O. Crank. 


PAULINÆ, ARK., May 25, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $1, for which send me 
Tug Trutu Seeker weekly. Ishall no doubt be a regular 
subscriber hereafter to your paper, as I am well pleased with 
its tone, and also with the cartoons. I am taking several 
Freethouglit papers, but it seems to meI hav fallen in love 
with Tus TRUTH SEEKER most. W. R. BACHELOR. 


Van Buren, Ark., May 9, 1886. 

Mr. Eprrox: Inclosed you will find $3.2% for renewal of 
subscription and the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL for 1886. 

The pictures in Tug TnuTH SEEKER are immense, and I 
ihink that those who find them too hard hav too soft shells 
to get far away from the church; so I vote to continue the 
pictures as long as you can stand the expense. 

James R. Neat. 


Portvitte, N. Y., May 22, 1886. 

Mx. Epiror: Find inclosed 20 cents, for which please send 
me ‘‘Paine Vindicated,” by Robert G. Ingersoll; and 
‘* Adami and Heva,” by S. P. Putnam. 

We read your Trurn SEEKER with famishing hunger every 
week, and prize its contents for its honesty and true Liberal 
sentiments. We appreciate it more especially because we liv 
in a community that is wealthy and priest-ridden, and conse- 
quently has very little feeling in common with us or sympa- 
thy with our ideas of life. Still, we are very happy, living 
our own lives in our own way, and the Liberal reading we 
get from your office refreshes us like a timely shower. 

Yours for truth, C. Broogs. 


Lincoiy, ILL., May 28, 1886. 
Mr. FEprror: I hav just finished a careful reading of Ker- 
sey Graves’s ‘Sixteen Crucified Saviors,” and let me say that 
if there is a single reader of your valuable paper who has yet 
hanging loose anywhere in his mental composition a tatter or 
shred of respect or reverence for the Christian system left 
over from tradition that began at his mother’s knee, let him 
read this book, and he will arise free, peaceful, satisfied, re- 
joicing that he has “got out” at last. The old owls and 
bats of mythology will leave their roosts, and the rubbish 
tanght by preachers will vanish into cerulean cther, while a 
mental feast will glide in, and sunrise come to the banquet. 
When the doubts and uncertainties left us by priest-ridden 
teachers clear away, then, and only then, will the Freethinker 

rise in his manhood and strike for liberty. A. R. C. 


Ivano City, I. T., May 1, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: I hav been a subscriber for your paper for 
two years, and like it very much, and more since it has been 
illustrated. The first copy was shown to me by one of your 
subscribers. I was shocked at first, but on reading it I 
found I was shocked, not at the paper, but at its truths. I 
do hope reason will yet gnideus. I wish I could hear a good 
Liberal lecture. I never heard one. There area good many 
here, I find, that are silent members with you, but are under 
the fear of the potentates, and don't come forward and inves- 
tigate. Iam not such a one-sided evangelist that I cannot 
read for myself. I am for liberty of this kind, that I can 
read for myself, that I am not restricted in my choice of 
literature. There are three churches here— Catholic, Epis- 
copal, and Methodist, though neither has a local minister. 
Once in two weeks there is preaching in one or more of the 
churches—very good speakers, who believe sincerely in the 
doctrins they preach. I love to read your paper very much, 
and intend always to take it. I cannot believe in hell, but I 
believe there is a heaven, and God the creator of the world. 
I cannot disbelieve in God. If there is no God, what created 
our thoughts, our spiritual body? Isit Godin us? Isome- 
times think so. Your friend, Mrs. CLARA L. REEL. 


Sioux Fairs, D. T., May 17, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: I received your favor with request to do 
something for Tue TRUTH SEEKER. I would be too glad to 
do it if it were possible. I am seventy-four years old, and 
very deaf, and it is with great difficulty I can see to read 
with any glasses Ican get. I know but few Liberals here. 
The church has it all her own way here, with ten or twelve 
churches, and two more building: The children are all cor- 
raled. Two men aresalaried with Eastern capital, one to 
build and establish churches, the other to organize Sunday- 
schools. Our independent press (three of them) dare not 
say & word that conflicts with religious bigotry. Ata Cath- 
olic costume performance, the- secretary of an insurance 
company had the priest’s robe on. The Argus in (favorably) 
commenting upon the performance, said the secretary looked 
as if he could sell indulgences as well as anybody. The next 
morning the Press had a notice over a Catholic’s signature, 
stating that the A7gus's remarks reflected upon both priests 
and laity. He waited for an explanation. The Argus, like 
a cringing cur, had to come down and whitewash it over. 
The glorious TRUTH SEEKER is not afraid of losing subscribers 
in that way. ` 

My hands are tied financially. I send $1, and will very 
soon raise the other $2 to prepay up to May, 1887. I fear I 
will not be able to read Tue TRUTA SEEKER much longer. I 
hav read every number that was ever published. 

CALVIN ĢRISWOLD. 


Younestown, O., May 28, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: I would like you to solve a mystery, and I 
believe there are many others who do not understand it. 
Why are the words on our silver dollar ‘‘In God we trust ?" 
Did God ever ask this government for credit? Has the gov- 
ernment ever trusted God with any of these dollars? Or is 
it hogwash and alie? Now, if the Congress had stamped it 
* In man we trust,” it would hav been a matter of fact; and 
even if there is a God, what has he got to do with the sil- 
ver dollar? Why not put a God on the rest of our money, 
or did God only want the silver dollar? As there is no God 
in our Constitution, and- as it provides that Congress shall 
make no law to establish or prohibit the God business, what 

does it mean? A. B. SIMONDS. 


[The question propounded by our correspondent is in a 
measure answered by the letter of Mr. Thomas Rogers, 
printed below. If “In God we trust" is to be retained, 
the further provision, ‘‘ All others cash down," should be 
added at once.—-Ep. T. 8.] j 


New York, N. Y., May 29, 1886. 

Mr. Epitor: In one of your most interesting columns I 
read & letter from C. W. Pratt, re the labor question, 
which he concludes with a few remarks about that ‘ strange 
device” that is impressed on our silver dollars, ‘‘ In God we 
trust,” and he is desirous to know ‘‘ who is responsible for 
this falsehood.” As I hav looked this ‘‘ thing" up I should 
be obliged if you would kindly publish the following : 

The motto, ‘In God we trust," appeared on a colonial 
battle flag first, and was on the first device offered by the 
mint for a copper coin, which was accepted. The device was 
submitted to Congress, which, in passing upon it, rendered 
the motto a matter of law, which action was, of course, un- 
constitutional and antagonistic to the glorious Liberals who 
founded our republic, and it is therefore but another ulccr 
which ** must go.” In spite of our glorious Constitution, the 
Supreme Court of the United States has decided that this 
country is “ essentially, lawfully, and by proclamation Chris- 
tian.” This we can plainly see by the rapid increase of crim- 
inals, lunatics, and paupers, which is the natural outcome 
of a country ''essentially, lawfully, and by proclamation 
Christian." Tuomas ROGERS. 


Napa City, Car., May 20, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: This is a nice town of about five thousand 
inhabitants in tbe finest valley and most lovely climate in the 
state, but also the worst priest and church ridden town in 
the state. There is a large and respectable minority of Lib. 
erals here, but as the church has got the start, many of the 
Liberals dare not oppose it on account of business relations. 
We hav no Liberal organization, and some of us hav decided 
to hav one; we wish to start aright if possible, and ask you 
to refer me to some one who can set us going on that plain 
and open road which, when we are once in, we may never be 
able to lose our way, and journey onward forever in plenty 
of good company and good fellowship; all free—men, 
women, and children. We hav concluded, and forever set- 
tled to our own perfect satisfaction, that we do not wish to, 
can not, and will not attempt to travel another step in that 
crooked, ugly, up-hill orthodox trail overgrown with grass, 
hedged in with thistles, with its hundreds of forks and 
branches, with at every fork and branch a priest or devil. 
According to Christian doctrins, Washington, Jefferson, 
Paine, Franklin, Darwin, Huxley, Humboldt, Comte, Parker, 
Emerson, Spencer, Lydia Maria Child, Harriet Martineau, Ben- 
nett, Wright, and thousands of others, the benefactors, lib- 
crators, lovers, and martyrs for the bendfit of mankind, are 
now in hell; and Robert G. Ingersoll—our brave, outspoken 
colonel—with the entire host of his friends and all free and 
independent men and women, will all soon be there too. 
What a glorious company ! 

Friends, let us sing, ‘‘ We Want To Be There Too:” 

If our best friends to hell hav gone, 
We want to go there too: 
They whom we fix our hopes upon— 
We want to go there too. 


Yours for truth and fair play, R. F. GRIGSBY. 


Broox CrEEK, Texas, May 27, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: I am always pleased when I see a letter in 
TuE TRUTH SEEKER columns advocating the benefits to be 
derived by the establishment of Liberal colonies. I doubt if 
any one individual can realize all the possibilities of such a 
society, provided all interested were really Liberal and altru- 
istic in thought and act. The recent letters of Dr. Baran 
and F. M. Borden hav awakened chronic hopes and aspira- 
tions that I might some day be one of a colony of stanch, 
noble-principled men and women all working for the greatest 
good of human needs, living true and earnest lives, replete 
with loving deeds and kindly ways, instinct with noble, pure, 
and lofty aims, proving by word and act some method sure 
we all possess however low and meanly we are born. 

Delieving this possibility to be a fact ever since I attained 
the brain period of reasoning for myself, and per force be- 
came & full-fledged latitudinarian, I hav worked to this end, 
and, am pleased to state, hav made a successful beginning. 
Ihav effected the organization of a stock company for the 
purpose of buying, raising, and selling all kinds of stock, 
with various industries for women and children. The enter- 
prise is managed and controled by Liberals. 

We hav a fine range of hundreds of acres of well watered 
and timbered grazing and agricultural land, stock, buildings, 
corrals, etc., located in one of the most fertil valleys of the 
state, altitude over two thousand feet, water sweet and de- 
licious. We do not claim having medicinal springs. How- 
ever, the waters possess virtues, united with the pure and dry 
air, of curing various complaints, all combined rendering this 
one of the most salubrious of climates, and not only desirable 
as a resort for invalids, but also for a permanent home for 
healthy people. Cereals, fruits, and vegetables all do well’ 
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here with less labor and expense than is required in the 
Northern states. As the Liberal papers are head and 
shoulders'above all others in satisfying the demands of our 
nature, is it not natural to suppose some, at least, of the 
patrons and admirers are superior to the admirers and 
patrons of other papers, and would hold the same relation in 
contributing to our happiness by their presence and influ- 
ence? Anyone may answer. 

There are no rules and obligations by which one is pretty 
certain of losing all he has contributed, but, instead, we 
propose making it an object financially for our friends who 
wish to join us by securing to them free a home for them- 
selvs and families, giving advantages according to invest- 
ments. 


Parties desiring information may address, C. H. REED. 


LraAvEeNwonTH, KAN., May 22, 1880. 

Mr. Eprrog: Mr. Keeler will hav to pick his mediumistic 
flint and try again. His recent epistolary cliaracterization 
of D. M. Bennett is, upon its face, a total failure. Much of 
my life having been spent as a typo, proof-rcader, editor, 
andas a close discerner of individual differences and pecu- 
liarities in literary composition, I would hav no hesitation 
in testifying under oath, as an expert, that D. M. Bennett 
had nothing to do with the communication published over 
his name. I hav read nearly every line Mr. Bennett ever 
wrote. His composition is marked so strongly with his in- 
dividuality that almost any one line taken from his volum- 
inous writings will betray its authorship. In this squib the 
selection of words is not D. M. Bennett; the arrangement of 
words is not Bennett; the sentences are not Bennett; the 
ideas, or rather the lack of ideas, are not Bennett; and the 
bombastic declaration that ''Ingersoll must stop and all 
others” is not Bennett. - 

If Mr. Bennett’s step could betray his personality to the 
ear of a blind man, how infinitly more reliable, as a test of 
individuality, must be a mental composition to the experi. 
enced perception of an expert! 

Counterfeit notes go for genuin with the most of people, 
but here is an imitation tco clumsily executed to deceive 
anybody. It is s photograph of D. M. Bennett from a sitting 
of Paddy McGuire. It no more bears the intellectual *' ear- 
marks" of D. M. Bennett than it does of the man in the 
noon. S. Re SHEPHERD. 


Sarina, Kan., May 19, 1886. 
Mr. Eviror: Since I came to Kansas I hav been on a 
farm, and hav been so busy that I do not get time to read 
much exeept the news, and I had about made up my mind 
to pay up and stop Tne Truru Seeker, but after the pictures 
came out I got time to read them, and so will continue a 
while longer. 
Last year [ raised about sixteen thousand bushels corn and 
had hogs enough to eat it, but the cholera took about all of 
them, and so I had to sell it for eighteen cents per bushel. 


Freethinkers are quite numerous here, but are pretty mum, 


for in this country everyone tries to farm a little more land 
than can be done easily, and consequently has but little time 
to discuss religion or anything else. 


Yours truly, JaMXEsS H. Nearpison. ` 


Loxe Laxz, Miyn., May 18, 1886. 
Mr. EnrroR: Inclosed please find $7— $5 to pay for two 
years’ subscription, and $2 to help you in a general way. I 
‘like most of the illustrations, though that last one of the re- 
cording angel is a little raw—hardly up to the average of the 
others. However, I don't want to be hypercritical. 
^ [Iam a little curious to know what percentage of deadbeats 
you find among your patrons, and also how it would com- 
pare with the experience of some of the religious newspapers 
in that respect. This would probably be hard to arrive at 
closely, but if it could I hav thought it might afford some 
interesting statistics. I will say this:#I hav more respect for 
a religious bigot who is honest in his dealings with his fellow- 
men than for any Freethinker who is not. 
Yours respectfully, Josepn H. Lypiarp. 


SPRINGVILLE, Uran, April 30, 1886. 

. Mr. Ebrror : Your paper keeps me in mind of my friends 
every day, and is far ahead of any paper I know of. Out of 
four papers taken by me Tur Truru SEEKER is read more 
than any of them. Well, we are looking forward toa joyous 
meeting when friend Putnam gets here, and that will not be 
long. I go in for pictures in Tne Truru Seeker all the 
while if the company can afford it. Pictures speak for them- 
selvs, and will make a stronger impression on the mind in 
most Cases. 

Find inclosed $2.05 which please apply as follows: To aid 
Tur Trurm SErxkEn on picture business, 50 cents; to aid 
Tent Fund, 50 cents; “Cleansing the Blood,” 30 cents; 
“Ahe Order of Creation," 75 cents. Luks Wa. GALLUP. 


Hanoverton, O., May 25, 1886. 
Mr. Eviror: As my time for receiving Tug TRUTH SEEKER 


expired on the 18th, I thought I would make it known to’ 


you. I can't afford to boycott Tnx Truri SEEKER, though 
some of its contents are not interesting tome. There may 
be argument in the pictures, but it seems to me to be of the 
cobhouse kind, and adapted to trundle-bed children only. 
The. space occupied to carry on the discussion between 
Materialist and Spiritualist is thrown away. Neither has 
ever proved anything nor ever will, there being no handle to 
the subject. But I will not say any more for fear some of 
the knowing brothers will create alittle hell for me. Please 
tell them while they are looking for bigots in the church 
herds to keep an eye on their own flock. Inclosed please 
find postal note for renewal of paper. J. T. Jonnson. 
[It is proper that warnings should go out occasionally to our 
friends.to bear and forbear. There may be bigotry in the 
Liberal ranks, but it is the strength of Freethought that 


where one shows a spirit of intolerance, a hundred rise up to 
rebuke it. Never forget that.—En. T. 8.]. 


f Casey, ILL., May 14, 1886. , 
Mr. Epıror: Find inclosed $1 to apply on my subscrip- 
tion; also 10 cents for S. P. Putnam’s ‘‘ Adami and Heva.” 
I will just remark that I agree with Amy Post in regard to 
J. R. Kelso’s article on paupers, and with her rejoice that 
we hav a Kelso. I had about concluded that all of the brave 
soldiers were dead, or had lost all of their pluck on Southern 
battlefields. But there is one left, and I hope he will giv 
them a few more shots, and that others will fall into line 
with him. When I go soldiering again I want to go in his 
regiment, and fight for the kind of liberty and equality that 
he advocates, not the sham we hav. Joun McCrory. 


Brooxtyn, N. Y., May 11, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: A number of letters against protection hav 
been published in Tat TRUTH SEEKER from time to time, but 
few in favor. Having a constitutional aversion to lopsided 
discussions of any subject, I will offer a few facts and perti- 
nent suggestions on the other side of the protection question. 

The instinct of self-preservation is universally admitted to 
be common to all animate nature, and being an incentiv to 
protection and conservation of our rights, interests, and 
even of our existence, protection cannot be an unjust prin- 
ciple, nor productiv of evil effect. "Whatever evil attaches 
to it is an cffect of environments for which the principle is 
in nowise responsible. 

For the few first years of our national existence our ports 
were free to the commerce of all nations, and we exported 
two dollars’ worth of our own products for every dollar’s 
worth received in exchange. Our intelligent and patriotic 
statesmen, of whom we had a few, perceived that we were 
in need of protection—not to protect our home manufacto- 
ries, for we had none to protect—but to protect our farmers 
and planters from outrageous fraud and extortion being 
practiced upon them by foreign capitalists; protection that 
would enable us to do our manufacturing ourselvs, giv em- 
ployment to our own people, develop our own skill and re- 
Sources, aud hav the products of our own country for our 
own enrichment, instead of sending them abroad for the en- 
richinent of foreigners. They imposed a protectiv tariff on 
imports. I will note some results. 

It is authoritativly reported that the price of cotton cloth, 
in Manchester, England, is but a quarter of one per cent less 
than the price of like goods in Lowell, Mass. 

That is almost free trade, and it givs the lie direct to the 
oft-repeated assertion that English manufacturers can afford 
to sell their goods in our market at half the price that it 
costs to manufacture like goods oursel vs. 

The contract to furnish rails for & road recently con- 
structed in the British Dominion north of us by an English 
railroad company was awarded to an American iron and steel 
manufacturing company. 

'That is absolute free trade, and is the kind of free trade that 
protectionists desire. It givs employment to our own 
people, develops our own skill and resources, and puts the 
profits in our own pocket. 

The people of the Sonthern states are beginning to learn 
that it pays better to manufacture their cotton into cloth, 
giv employment to their own people, and hav all the product, 
than to send their cotton to Europe and not get enough cloth 
in exchange to cover their nakedness. They hav also learned 
that wheat wil grow on Southern soil, and they can feed 
and clothe themselvs independent of their neighbors. Pro- 
tection has given them free trade that makes them a frec 
people. 

Protection is building up a monopoly of wealth on our 
own soil that shonld amply protect us from monopolies of 
wealth abroad, which is the ne plus ultra of protection. It 
is simply the question of whether it were best to build up a 
monopoly of wealth at home that will make us a free and 
independent nation, or build up monopolies of wealth abroad 
that shall make us a nation of slaves to foreign capitalists. 
Monopoly of wealth gave England supremacy, and should 
confer a little favor on ourselvs. Monopoly of wealth is a 
synonym of aggregation of wealth, and involves the principle 
of community of wealth, from which principle it derives 
its beneficent potency. Whatever of evil attaches to it is 
caused by environments for which the principle is not respon- 
sible. 

Americans who are anxious to realize a benefit from Brit- 
ish free trade should import French lace and American to- 
bacco into England; they will probably become aware that 
British free trade is a legitimate offspring of British protec- 
tion. Free trade cannot be born to any country of any other 
parent. 

Russia abolished feudalism a few years ago, and divided 
the land among the ex-slaves on condition that they shonld 
pay a price for them by instalments. That act gave a stim- 


ulus to Russian product that enabled them to supply the 


European market with wheat at eighty cents per bushel. 
The advocates of British free trade insist that such an event 
could not hav occurred if we had our manufacturing done in 
Enrope instead of doing it ourselvs. They should write a 
book on political economy, and tell us all about it. I think 
their book would excel the ‘“‘ Adventures of Baron Mun- 
chausen" for ridiculous absurdities, and be highly appre- 
ciated by those who hav a penchant for fiction founded on 
facts not stated. 

The English manufacturers sent their agents over here 
about the close of our late civil war, who were well supplied 
with British free trade literature for distribution among our 
people. When they had canvassed the states on tlic subject 
they returned and reported that free trade was dead in the 
United States. But I think the foregoiag statement of facts 
should abundantly prove that their report was somewhat 
premature, if not absolutely false. If American advocates 


of foreign interests were all dead, I hardly think intelligent 
patriotic Americans would be likely to regard the event as 
reasonable cause for serious regret; though our prospect of 
burying the last of them in the near future is brightening, 
for even our Irish adopted citizens are beginning to compre- 
hend the fact that British free trade has heen, and is, a 
greater curse to Ireland than landlordism, Irish whisky, and 
priestcraft combined. J. A. TUTTLE. 


OAKLAND, CAL., May 10, 286. 
Mr. EDITOR: Inclosed find the name of a new subscriber 
to be added to your list on account of the cartoons. Last 
evening I and wife went to church to hear a Rev. Dr. 
Sweeny on “Ingersoll.” I will giv you one of his argu- 
ments to show you how the colonel was handled by his 
reverence. He said that Ingersoll claimed that man made 
his own gods. To meet that he told us that at Athens they 
had some forty thousand gods, but there was one who was 
unknown, for so said Paul. He lied one hour right straight 

along on Paine and Ingersoll. A. H. Sonow. 


- Kankakee Crry, Irr., May 17, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror : Please find post-office order for $8 to pay for 
one year for Tae TRUTH SEEKER. 

For my Liberal views I hav been persecuted and had to 
quit doing business, and lost a great deal. And who do you 
think are the ones that I hav lost with? Every one of them 
isa church-member. I am a Freethinking man, and I am 
not afraid or ashamed to say so. The most dangerous 
church or belief that we hav in this country, that we call a 
free country, and which is not in regard to belief, is Catholi- 
cism. She is one of the most dangerous enemies that we hav. 
The priests of each town try to control and keep their sub- 
jects in ignorance. I hav been raised in that belief, but got 
out of it as soon as my parents had no more control over me. 
To do good is my religion, and my little home that I now 
only possess is my church. Your Trurn SEEKER is the only 
paper that I enjoy to read. It’s the paper of light, wisdom, 
and truth, and sense, and that is what I am seeking. 

Yours as a Freethinker, Cuas. A. BRASSEAN. 


WALKERVILLE, MoN., May 17, 1886. 

Mn. Eprron: Inclosed find $6, to apply on my subscrip- 
tion for Tues Trura SEEKER and one copy, cloth bound, of 
** Men, Women, and Gods." 

While my pen is in hand let me just say I hav read “Men, 
Women, and Gods,” and disposed of it; now I want another 
for the Home Library. It is a book that should be read by 
every woman in the land, for it can’t help but giv a clear 
idea of the true inwardness of the folly and superstition and 
oppression they sustain by honoring and revering that myth 
called the Christian religion. 

Another thought, it occurs to me, as a very practical means 
of disseminating Liberalism was suggested by W. F. 
Jamieson in your paper of January 9, 1886, under the 
heading, * Liberal Leaves." I think the plan would prove 
a grand success. It requires some little means to start it, 
and when once started would be made self-sustaining by the 
united efforts of the few Liberals scattered over the land. 

Out West here we need some awakening influence to bring 
the Liberal element together; thereby an interest would be: 
made manifest and their “light shine." A live lecturer 
occasionally moving among us would inspire to action in con- 
cert to spread the light and glad tidings of universal mental 
liberty. I hav never heard but one Liberal lecturer, Dr. J. 
L. York, in my life, and I know many others in the same 
fix who, if woke up, would become activ workers in the field 
of Freethought. We are anticipating a treat in the presence 
of S. P. Putnam in this vicinity soon, and I hope he will be 
followed up by others. 

Wishing success to every effort for the “liberty of man, 
woman, and child," Wirriaw J. Wits. 


Opxssa, Mo., May 26, 1886. 
Mr. Evrror: It has been quite a while since I wrote to 
you. Iam glad to hav it to say that since I came here, 
about a year ago, Freethought has been gaining ground in 
this vicinity. I hav kept my books and papers loaned until 
they are nearly all worn out. The ‘“ Godly Women of the 
Bible” has converted several. There are thirty or forty 
confessed Freethinkers around here now, but are very shy of 
taking any activ steps toward organization. They say, 
“Wait till times get better and the thing ripens a little 
more.” We hav lately had a terrible hurricane in this part 
of the country. It demolished five out of nine churches, aud 
blew the roofs off several business houses, doing considerable 
damage. No. lives were lost. You hav learned before this, 
perhaps, that several were killed in Kansas City. It has had 
the effect to cause several Christians to conclude that God is 
no respecter of persons. It has had the effect on me to 
cause me to indite the following: God is all things and all 
things are God. All things are natural, therefore Gud is all 
nature, or else he must be nothing. And with regard to the 
doctrin held by our Christian friends—if I may call them 
such, some of whom I know I can’t—that there are both 
natural and snpernatural things—a physical and also a 
spiritual world; God a spiritual being and monarch of all 
both natural and spiritual; a being without body or parts 
—I am made to indite this: If the Christian God or any 
other God is a reality, he must be a real something, having 
in his constitution body, figure, substance, extension, tangi- 
bility, the essential properties of all things or anything, or 
else he must be empty space or a mere imaginary nothing 
and that to admit that a God or Gods hav these natural 
essentials is to admit that he is, or they are, natural in every 
sense of the word. Winuiam L. WORLEY. 
— 9 9———————— 
* BroonwAsnkD Rouse,” of the Schenectady, N. Y., Salva- 
tion Army, has been arrested for stealing four carcases of 
mutton, two of veal, and four sheep pelts. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixon, Fall 
4viver, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


** Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour." 


Be Contented. 


A man in hi8 carriage was riding along, 
A gaily dressed wife by his side; 

In satins and laces she looked like a queen, 
And he like a king in his pride. 


A wood-sawyer stood on the street as they passed, 
The carriage and couple he eyed, 

And said, as he worked with his saw on a log, 

“I wish I was rich and could ride.” 


The man iu the carriage remarked to his wife, 

“ One thing I would do if I could— 

I'd giv my wealth for the strength and the health 
Of the mau who is sawing the wood." 


A pretty young maid with a bundle of work, 
Whose face as the morning was fair, 

Went tripping along with a smile of delight, 
While humming a love-breathing air. 


She looked on the carriage, the lady she saw, 
Arrayed in apparel so fine, 

And said in a whisper, “I wish from my heart 
Those satins and Jaces were mine.” 


The lady looked out on the maid with her work, 
So fair in her calico dress, 

And said, “ I'd relinquish position and wealth 
Her beauty and youth to possess." 


Thus it is in the world—whatever our lot, 
Our minds and our time we employ 

In longing and sighing for what we hav not, 
Ungrateful for what we enjoy. — Selected. 


— eor 


Stupid Sam. 


A great, awkward, lumbering boy, with a 
very red face and honest blue eyes, was Sam. 
In school he did not learn very fast, was not 
quick at figures, and he soon became known 
as Stupid Sam." The other boys plagued 
him, and the girls laughed at him. By and 
by, school-days came to an end, and some of 
the boys went one way and some another. 
At home, what to do with Sam, stupid Sam, 
was a question. He had one brother a min- 
ister, another a doctor, and another a lawyer, 
aud they all laughed at and looked down 
upon Sam, stupid Sam. 

“I don’t suppose he'll ever amount to any- 
thing,” said his father; and, ‘I wish he was 
a little different,” thought his mother, wiping 
a tear from her eye. 

Sam did not say much, but read and 
thought considerable, for him. ‘I've a great 
mind to go West,” he said to himself. Horace 
Greeley advised young men to ‘go West,” 
but then, if they all followed his advice, the 
West would soon be as overcrowded as the 
big cities in the East, thought Sam. 

‘But what should he do to earn his living 
in the East? That was tlie problem that 
rolled over in his mind by night and by day. 
The stores seem to be fill of clerks, the pul- 
pits full of ministers, the courts full of law- 
yers, and the cities and towns full enough of 
doctors; besides, Sam thought one of a kind 
is cnough in a family, even if he knew suffi- 
cient to be one of the three. ‘‘ I'm altogether 
too stupid, I s'pose, for any profession like 
those adopted by my high-backed brothers,” 
said Sam, stupid Sam. 

One day he sat reading apparently, but, 
although his eyes rested on his book, he did 
not read one word. Presently, whack! and 
the book came together with a loud bang. 

* What's the matter, Sam?" inquired his 
mother. 

"Tm going to be a farmer!” and Sam 
spoke with emphasis and decision. 

Well, they all laughed, and thought it only 
a boy's whim, a stupid boy's foolish idea. 

“ Great farmer you'd make!” ‘ What's the 
price of oats?” ‘To you know beans from 
barley ?” and, “It takes some brains to farm 
it—do you know it, Sam, stupid Sam?” 

These and similar expressions did not 
daunt him in the least, or shake his determi- 
nation. 

One day his father told him that there was 
his old dead and gone grandfather's little farm 
at his disposal, if he really wanted to be a 
farmer on a small scale; he might try it and 
see what he could do, but he need not expect 
any help from him. 

“All right,” said Sam, and his face bright- 
ened into a broad smile, as he hastened away 
to view the old farm. 

He saw that it would require some hard 
work to manage it rightly, but “ I guess I 
can work,” said Sam, “if Iam stupid!” 

When planting time came, Sam planted— 
potatoes—nothing but potatoes! Acres and 


acres of potatoes! The people laughed and 
tickled, but Sam kept on planting potatoes. 

“ What’s- the price of taters?” they would 
sneeringly inquire every once in a while, and 
the lily-fingered brothers of his, as often as 
they wrote or came home, would say, ** Well, 
how’s the boss farmer ?” 

But Sam, stupid Sam, hoed away, and 
fought potato-bugs, and said, in reply to 
queries, ** IIl let you know in harvest time." 

He did let them know. When he began to 
dig his potatoes, there seemed to be no end 
to them. "There were bushels; and bushels, 
and bushels again; fine, big potatoes, fair and 
Sound as potatoes could be. Many farmers 
all through the country lost their potatoes on 
account of the rot, but Sam, stupid Sam, lost 
not one. He sold them all at a good price, 
and had money jingling in his pocket ail win- 


| ter. The next year he planted more potatoes, 


and some other vegetables. He worked hard, 
and success crowned his efforts. He read 
books on agriculture, improved his mind, 


prospered, and, as time went on, became a 
comfortable, well-to-do farmer and stock- 
raiser. 

His lawyer brother did not hav many cli- 
ents, and spends a good part of his time on 
stupid Sam’s farm. The doctor struggled 
along with a small practice, and is glad to 
receive a lift from stupid Sam occasionally. 
The minister has the bronchitis and dyspepsia 
terribly, and, believing country air good for 
him, has just gone to stay six months on stu- 
pid Sam’s farm. ` 

But they don’t call him stupid Sam in these 
days—no one does. Sam plods along in blue 
overalls, and laughs dull care away, as he 
plows and plants, sows and mows, and de- 
clares that some things can be done as well 
as others, even if a fellow is called stupid. 

He rejoices in hard work and plenty of it, 
which brings him health, vigor, and wealth. 

“How did you succeed so well?" he was 
asked one day. 

“By sticking to it when I made up my 
mind, and not caring when they called me 
Stupid Sam," said he. S. H. W. 

—19-9—9—- 
The Deepest Well in the World, 

The deepest well in the world is located at 
Homewood, Pa. It is owned by George 
Westinghouse, Jr. "The average depth of the 
Homewood wells is about 1,850 feet. In the 
well now drilling, everything found of the 


nature of gas or water at a depth of 2,000 feet 
was cast off as unimportant, and the drill at 
present is said to be a little over 6,000 feet be- 
low the surface, which would make it by all 
odds the deepest well in the world. A careful 
record is being kept, and portions of each for- 
m tion encountered preserved. Since it would 
necessarily hav to be a very prolific gas vein 
to justify such deep drilling, it is a difficult 
matter to conjecture the object that prompts 
such a work, unless it be purely to satisfy a 
morbid curiosity. There are in Washington 
county some wells drilled to a depth of 4,000 
feet, and the only other, so far as known, 
approaching the depth reached by Mr. West- 
inghouse is an artesian well in France, at 
which a depth of 5,000 feet was reached.— 
Oil, Paint, and Drug Reporter. 


Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—»rvzzLE. 


A bouquet ‘of flowers. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN THE OHILDREN'8 CORNER 
MAY, 29, 1886. 

1-6. 2.-Coleridge—Goldsmith—Taylor— 
Drake — Browning — Hood — Longfellow — 
Whittier—W ordsworth —Shakspere —Pope— 
Burns. 3.-Salt.peter.  4.-Because it needs 
healing (heeling.) 5.-Oh! Dear! Hey! Alas! 
La! What! See! Hark! High! 


—À» 9 9— 


Correspondence. 


ASHLAND, NER., May 2, 1886. 
Drar Miss Wrixon: I hav seen so many 
little girls writing to you I thought I would 
write too. I am ten 
three brothers; the oldest one is seventeen 
years old and the next to thc oldest one is 
| sixteen, and the next one to him is fourteen. 


ears old and I hav | 


Ihav one sister. I had four brothers, but the 
one next to me was the baby and he died. I 
go to school. I hav to go two miles and a 
half. I hav a nice teacher, whose name is 
Miss Ella F. Williams. I like her very much. 
I think I will close for this time, for my letter 
is getting too long; so good bye. 
From Evia F. Suirm. 

P. 8.—If you think this will do to put in 
the paper I would like to see it in the next 
paper. I will try to do better next time. 

[Ella must try to do better another time, so 
that the printer can read her letter plainly.— 
Ep. C. C.] 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
Youth. By Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
stition. The Only Illustrated. Freethinkers’ 
Children's Story-Book everissued. 66f l-page 
and 25 sinaller illustrations; large type, heavy 
toned paper, broad margins, illuminated 
covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1.25. 


Iwo Little Red Mittens. A Story of 


the Rightway Almshouse, By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 
the Young Folks. By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued ata reduced, price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photograph of the author which adds very 

much to the value of the volume. 
By 


Ihe Youth’s Liberal Guide. 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M, Price; $1.00., This 
volume aims atthe education of youth in the 
principles of Freethought, at the same time 
ihat it inculeates moral duties and human 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason and 
common sense. Address THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it. 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents; 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish that the friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


THE MODERN BALAAM. 


Showing the Balaam of modern times to be jhe 
priests. Itisa splendid pictorial argument, ce, 
per dozen. 30 cents por hundred, $1.50. 


TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY. 


"he World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers. The Biographies of 
thrce hundred of the most distinguished 
teachers and philosophers (who were not 
Christians), from the time of Menu to the 
present. By D. M. Bennett. 1,075 pages, 
8vo. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4,00; moroc- 
co, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Champions of the Church; Their 


Crimes and Perseeutions. Bio- 
graphical sketches of prominent Chris- 
tians. A companion book to ‘ The World's 
Sages," etc. By D. M. BENNETT. 8vo., 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 
and Modern Times. Vol I. givs 


a full account of all the gods the nations |. 


of ihe earth hav worshiped, including 
Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, Jesus 
Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 835 
pages, 8vo. Vol. II: describes fully all 
he religious systems of the world, includ- 
ing Judaism, Mohammedanism, and Chris- 
tianity; the latter occupying 372 pages, 
going fully into its merits. 949 pages. 
By D. M. Bennett. Written in prison at 
Albany. In cloth, $3.00 per volume, or 
$5.00 for the two volumes; in leather, 
$7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, $8.00. 


Supernatural Religion. An inquiry 
into the reality of divine revelation. De- 
. eidedly the most thorough and exhaustiv 
work on the claims of supernaturalism 
ever written. By F. W, Newman, Emeritus 
Professor of the London University. 1,115 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4.00; leather, $5.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $5.50.* 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The-Age of Reason, Examina- 
tion of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of 
Liandaff, Letters to Mr. Erskine, Essay 
on Dreams. Letter to Camille Jordan, 
The Religion of Deism, Common Sense, 
The Crisis, and The Rights of Man; the 
wholer - ‘eded by the Life of Paine, and 
a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; morocco; 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


Analysis of Religious Belief. An 
examination of the Creeds, Rites, and 
Sacred Writings of the world. By Vis- 
counr AMBERLEY, son of the late Lord 
“ohn Russell, twice Premier of England. 
Uomplete from the London edition. 745 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
:norocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The foregoing volumes are called ‘ The 
Truth Seeker Library.” Jf all are ordered to 
gether and sent by express, one dollar will be 
deducted from the price of each. 


ur M 


THE HUMBOLDT LIBRARY. 


Price 15 cents each number, unless otherwise marked, 


1. Light Science for Leisure Hours. A series of 
familiar essays on astronomical and other 
natural phenomena. By Richard A. Proc- 
tor, F.R.A.S. : 

The Forms of Water in Clouds and Rivers, Ice 
and Glaciers. 19 illustrations. By John Fyn- 
dall, F.B.8. . 

8. Physics and Politics. An npplication of the 

principles of Natural Science to Politica] 
ciety. By Walter Bagehot, Author of 
“The English Constitution.” 
4. Man's Place in Nature. With numerous illus- 
trations. By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. 

5. Education, Intellectual, Moral, and Physical. 
By Herbert Spencer. 

Town Geology. With Appendix on Coral and 
Coral Reefs. By Charles Kingsley. 

7. Conservation of Energy. With numerous Illus- 

trations. By Balfour Stewart, LL.D. 
8. Study of penguages brought back to its Tru» 
yc i 
9. 
0. 


s 


principles. Marce 

. The Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer. 

. Theory of Sound iu its Relation to Music. 
Numerous illustrations. Dy By Prof. Pictro 

Blaserna. 

si. ) The Naturalist on the River Amazon. _A rec- 
} ord of ii years’ travel. By Henry Walter 

12. Bates, F.L.S. Not sold separately. 

. Mind and Body. The theories of their rela- 
tions. By Alexander Bain, LL.D. 

. The Wonders of the Heavens. 32 illustrations. 
By Camille Flammarion. 

. Longevity. The means of prolonging life after 
nuddle age. By John Gardner, MD. 

H Origin of Species; By Thomas H. Huxley, 


. Progress: Its Law and Cause. With other dis- 


quisitious. By Herbert Spencer. 

8. Lessons in Electricity. 60 illustrations. Br 
John Tyndall, F.R.S. 

9. Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. By 


Richard A. Proctor. 
0. Romanse of Astronomy. By R. Kalley Miller, 


4. The Physical Basis of Life, with other essays. 
By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. 

3. Secing and Thinking. By William Kingdon 
Clittord, F.R.S. 

3, Scientific Sophisms. A review of current 
theories conce ning Atoms, Apes, and Men. 
By Samuel Wainwright, D.D. 

^. Popular Scientific Lectures. Illustrated. By 
Prof. H. Helmhcltz. A 

35. Origin of Nations. By Prof. Geo. Rawlinson, 
Oxford University. 

28. The Evolutionist at Large. By Grant Allen. 

5. History of Landholding iu England. By 
Joseph Fisher, F.It.H.S. 

'8. Fashion in Deformity, as illustrated in the 
customs of Barbarous and Civilized Races. 
Numerous illustrations. By William Henry 
Flower, F.R.S. 


$. Facts and Fictions of Zoology. Numerous 


illustrations. By Andrew Wilson, Ph. D 
0, } Study of Words. By Richard Chenevix 
2 Trench. 


32. Hereditary Traits and other Essays. By Rich- 
ard A. Proctor. 

3. Vignettes from Nature. 

4. Philosophy of Style. By Herbert Spencer. 

% Oriental Religions. By John Caird, Pres. 
Univ. Glasgow; and Others. 

i. Lectures on Evolution. Illustrated. By Prot. 
T. H, Huxley. 


37. Six Lectures on Light. Illustrated. By John 
Tyndall. 


By Grant Allen. 


a Geological Sketches. By Archibald Geikie, 
wf RRS. i 


10. The Evidence of Organic Evolution. By Geo. 
J. Romanes, F.R.S. 

H. Current Discussions in Science. By W. M. 
Williams, F.C.8. 

12. History of the Science of Polities. By Freder- 
ick Pollocs. 

13. Darwin and Humboldt. By Professor Huxley, 
Professor Agassiz, and others. . 

i4.} Dawn of History. By C. F. Keary, of the 

%.f British Museum. 

t6. Diseases of Memory. Dr Th. Ribot. Tran- 
slated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. 

17. Childhgod of Religions. By Edward Clodd, 


48. Life in Nature. Illustrated. By Jas. Hinton. 

49. The Sun: its Constitution; its Phenomena; 
its Condition. By Judge Nathan T. Carr, 
Columbus, Ind. 

up Money and the Mechanism of Exchange. By 

51.f Prof. W. Stanley Jevons, F.R.S. 

52. Diseases of the Will. By Th. Ribot. Trans- 
lated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. 

53. Animal Antomatism, and other Essays. By 
Prof, T. H. Huxley, F.R.8. 

54, Birth aud Growth of Myth. By Edward Clodd. 
F.R.A.S. 


By William Kingdon Clifford, F.R.S. 
A Illusions. By James Sully. 


57. 

y The Origin of Species. By Charles Darwin. 

59.f Two double numbers, 30 cents each. 

60. Childhood of the World. By Edward Clodd. 

61. Miscellaneous Essays. By Richard A. Proctor. 

62. Religions of the Ancient World. By Prof. Geo. 
Rawlinson, University of Oxford. Double 
number, 30 cents. 

Progressive Morality. | By Thomas Fowler, 
LL.D., president of Corpus Christi College, 


xford. : 

64. Distribution of Animals and Plants, By A. 
Russel Wallace and W. T. Thiselton Dyer. 

65. Conditions of Mental Development; and other 

Essays. By Wm. Kingdon Clifford. 

66. Technical Education; and other Essays. By 
Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. 

67. The Black Death. An Account of the. Great 
Pestilence of the Fourtcenth Century. By 
J. F. C. Hecker. 

8. (Special number, 10 cents.) Three Essays, by 
erbert Spencer. 

69. (Double Number; 30centay. Fetichism : A Con- 
tribution to Anthropology and the History 
of Religion. By Fritz Schultze, Ph.D. Trans- 
lated From the German by J. Fitzgerald, 


55. Scientific Basis of Morals, and other Essays. 


63. 


e 


A. 
70. Essays Speculativ and Practical. By Herbert 


Spencer, 
71. Anthropology. | By Daniel Wilson, LL.D. 
With y E. B. 


Appendix on Archeology. 

Tylor, F.R.S. ' 

72. The Dancing Mania of the Middle Ages. 
J. F. C. Hecker, M.D. 

73. Evolution in History, Language, and Science. 
Four dresses delivered at the London 
Crystal Palace School of Art, Science, and 
Literature. "QUE : 

74. The Descent of Man; and selection in relation 
to Sex. By Charles Darwin. In 4 parts. 
15 cents each. 
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Mottoes for Freethinkers. | 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards, which we offer for sale. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the ** God-bless-our- 


home” placards which disfigure the walls of so 


many houses. They are printed on heavy card- 
board, 9 inches by 221-2. The motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gram of U. M. L, The following are the various 
readings: 


THE LIVING HAV A RIGHT TO CONTROL 
THE WORLD. 


FREE THOUGHT WILL GIV US TRUTH. : 


SUPERSTITION J8 THE CHILD OF SLAVERY. . 


REASON IB THE LAMP OF THE MIND, 
THE ONLY TORCH OF PROGRESS. 


THE TIME TO BE HAPPY I8 NOW. 
AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY IS HERE. 


NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE 
TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. 


THE WORLD IS MY COUNTRY; 
TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION. 


The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents. 
For Freethought societies there is,& large card 


22x 15 inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 


heading, containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
aliam. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. 
cents. Any of these will be sent postpaid, securely 
wr&pped, on receipt of price. 
Address THE TRUTH SEERER, 
$3 Clinton Pl., New York City. 


A NEW PAMPHLET.—JUBST OUT. 


ADAM! AND HEVA. 
BY 8. P. PUTMAM. 


A poetic version of the Indian Story of the Gar- 
den of Eden, in which its superiority to the muti- 
lated copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. 

PRICE, 10 CENTS. ` 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Place, New York, 


Price, 30 f 


HISTORY 


OF THE 


Of Europe. 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 
Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
ut 33 Clinton Pl., New York city. 


Sabath- Breaking. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
| Author of “False Claims,” “Bible 
Morals,” Ete. - 


The best and most thorough work ever written 


on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 


view. 


Large and Handsome Print. 


| SINGLE COPIES, ES 
Six Corts, - - - 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


CHRISTIANITY , 


& REWARD FOR CRIME. 


Substantiated by the Bible. 
BY 
O. B. WHITFORD, M. D. 
Price, 10 Cents. | Per Dozen, $1.00. 


TRUTH SEEKER, 
Addresa THE iator Piace, New York, 


iss 


m s 
ROOM: 


25 cents. 
$1.00. 


2A 


* * * This marvelous honse has been built more than 
times from our plans; itis ao well planned that it aflords 
ample room even for a large family. Ist floor shown 
mbove; on 2d floor are 4 bed rooms and in attic 2 more. 
FPiewcy of Closets, The whole warmed by one chimney. 

Large illustrations and full description Ofthe above 
aus wéllxs0f390ther houses, ranging in cost from $400 up 
te $6,500, may be found in ““SHOPPELL’B MODERN LOW- 
ose HoOSES," & large quarto pamphlet, showing also 
howto select sites, get loans, £c, Sent postpaid on re- 
eeiptofSüc. Stamps taken, or send $1 bill and we will re- 
tumtheehange. Address, BUILDING PLAN LATION, 
(Mention this Paper.) H Bookman St, (Box 2702,) N. Y. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JUNE 19, 1586. 


Price, Twenty-Five Cents. 
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TO REV. L. A. LAMBERTS 


INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT|'*NOTES ON INGERSOLL.’ 


By B. W. Lacy 
A thorough exposure of the Catholic priest» 
sophistry, unfairness, and histor- 
ical misstatement. 
Cloth. t1; Paper, 50 Cents 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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Sixteen Saviors or None. Bv Ker- 
8EY Guaves, auther of the World's Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors; The Bible of Bibles, und 
Biography of Satan, Paper, 75 cents; cloth, $1. 


Bible of Bibies; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelations, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thousand biblical errors in science, history, 
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deli 1eation of the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
ami ation of their doctrins, Price, $2. 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devi] and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 35 cents. : 

The World's Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
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Price, 35 cents. 
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i | TRUTH 


vritings, Address THE SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Mace, New York. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 
Price, 25 cente, 
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“The 


Golden Throne, a Romance. 
author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is within him. The bookis filled with 
manly thoughts, expressed in manly words— 
the transcmpt of a manly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne,’ "—INGERSOLL. $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel andthe Galean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown {ere is much in harmony between 
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Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
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the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 
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written Radical romance. By Wm. McDonnell 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 
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Family Creeds. By William MeDon-' 
nell author of ‘Exeter Hall." Price, cloth. 
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ing romances of the day." Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
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George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404 pages. $1.25. 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 
Radicalstory. From the London edition. By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 
80 cents. 

By 


All in a Lifetime. A Romance. 
Miss Susan H. Wixon. ''The great charm of 
pis novel 1g ite absohite fidelity to nature. Its 

. Bersonages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 

ect to find. 1n such a marked degree, even 
rom so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethoughtranks.” Price, 

$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
we hav a “Secular Funeral and 


AT LAST! Marriage Hand, Book,” which 


can be used in all cascs, and is indorsed by all 
classes of Liberals. Pare . 

Price (cloth bound) by mail, fifty cents in cur- 
rency*or postage stamps. A liberal discount to 
agents. 

Address Dr. A. R. AYRES, 810 Broadway, 
6t19 Hannibal, Mo. 


LITHOGRAPHS 


CHARLES DARWIN 


Admirers of the Great Naturalist, and practically 
the father of Evolution, will be glad. to know that 
we hav a fino lithograph of him for sale—size 
183fx24 inches ou heavy plate paper. Framed, the 
picture will niake a splendi pud for the 

rlors of Freethinkers, Price, 25 cents. — 
Parlors of Freeudress THR TRUTH SEEKER, 

33 Clinton Pl., New York. 


The Secret of the Fast 
OR, 
The Origin of the Christian Religion 
and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


For sale at this ofice 


Price, $1.00. 
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Poetry. 


The Knights of Labor. 


The workingman is my own kin : 
This world is ours to labor in ; 
We war with wrong and conquer peace, 
Make terms to share the “ Golden Fleece.” 
We come from the hamlet, the mountain, and 
mine. 
The gathering thunders we hurl; 
Kings tremble and pale at our lances that shine 
As we blazon the earth in our whirl. 


This friend of mine, the workingman, 
From Yeddo to our Yucatan, : 
In battle harness wrought with chains 
Contrived from want and hunger pains. 
The wheels of monopoly grinding at will, 
No rest hav we but the grave: . 
Wives, sweethearts, and babes in workshop and 
mill, 
And our homes are the huts of the slave. 


O workingman, my early friend ! 
Two continents their voices lend, 
And bulls, and bears, and moneycrats, 
Shall heed our music sharps and flats. 
Then hasten, bold rider, make ready the steed ; 
The ‘‘bended bow "* waits for your hand; 
To poverty scatter the millionaire’s greed, 
For humanity girdles the land. 


I claim you now, O workingman ! 
The peer of any prince or clan. 
The noblest king this world has found 
Is he who toils the seasons round. 

We are making all the waste places to bloom, 
Reclaiming earth’s deserts and seas ; 

Take, kinsmen, oh, take of her air and her room— 
She givs you true title to these. d 


Bear, workingman, the “ bended bow,” 
And let the money-grabber know 
We'll never lay our armor down 
Till every human right is won. 
The clangor to-day is the tocsin of war— 
Hark! hemispheres hearken our clan ! 
The earthquake is yawning and mutt’ring afar ; 
We shall govern the world, workingman ! 
Clearwater, Neb. Mary BAIRD Finca. 


*In the days of ancient Britain, on the approach 
of war a messenger bearing a “bended bow” was 
sent through the land to apprize the people. The 
story was beautifully told in a poem by Mrs. 


Hemans. 
1 — — —— 


Half a Loaf is Worse Than None. 


To raz Eprron or Tit Trova SEEKER, Sir: 
Enjoying the wit in which your journal 
abounds, fictitious as it is, permit me to 
present to you a combination of wit and 
truth. 

One winter afternoon a Russian Jewish 
pedler, strapped to a heavy pack, was trudg- 
iug on his weary pilgrimage. Finally he 
reached a comfortable dwelling. Eutering it 
he fell exhausted from cold and hunger. 
The conimotion that ensued brought the pro- 
prietor of the house, who happened to bea 
missionary, to the scene. Taking in the 
situation at a glance, and with an eye to 
business, he bent over the prostrate form and 
said that he was willing to revive his be- 
numbed guest providing that he would ac- 
knowledge his belief in the following: That 
Christ was born of the Holy Ghost; that he 
was crucified and resurrected; that he fed and 
satisfied the hunger of five thousand with a 
few loaves of bread and a few fishes. 

The Jew, though more dead than alive 
physically, was in full possession of his 
meutal faculties. He feebly replied that half 
of it he believed already. Our host, the mis- 
sionary, delighted with the result already 
achieved, trusted to the other half when suf- 
ficiently revived. Accordingly, the stiff form 
of the frozen Jew was tenderly placed before 
a blazing log fire. After having been suff- 
ciently thawed out, a substantial supper was 
placed before the famished man. . Plate after 
plate was cleared away by the prospectiv con- 
vert. No sooner did the last morsel disap- 
pear than our good missionary, with beamiug 
eyes and all smiles, made his appearance. 
** Well,” said he, ** what hav you decided ?” 

"Iam meditatiug all the time," replied the 
guest, ''but with no success as yet. No 
doubt a good night's rest will add consider- 
ably to solve the problem." The missionary 
raised no objectiou, aud the best room in the 
house way assigned to the fatigued pedler. 

Unhesitatingly le retired, sandwiching 
himself between the two feather beds. Hardly 
had he fluished his customary night prayer, 
when he snored away as befits a Russiau 
Jewish pedler. The host, on the other hand, 
was restlessly tossing about. With the break 
of day he arose. Stealthily creeping up to the 
room of his sleeping guest, he peeped breath- 
lessly through the key-hole, and, behold! to 
his dismay his guest was devotedly praying 
while enveloped in fringes and phyjacteries 
(those articles Missionary Freshman offers to 
parade with at so much a head). The disap- 
pointed host soon recovered, consoling him- 
self that the Jew was taking a last farewell of 
his religion prior to his plunging into the 
baptismal waters. Prayers over, the mis- 
sionary, less smiling and more resolute, de- 


manded an explanation. The Jew calmly 
replied that so far he was not yet ready to 
answer satisfactorily, but a substantial break- 
fast might help materially. A meal surpassing 
in abundance the previous one was ordered ; 
after which, the pedler, harnessing himself in 
his big pack, began to pour out a shower of 
thanks for the hospitality received. 

** No thanks,” thundered the enraged inis- 
sionary; ‘‘I want the other half of your belief 
in the creeds I propounded.” 

“I am sorry," pleaded the Jew, “I can 
only believe in half of it.” ‘The missionary 
reconciled himself to his fate, with the satis- 
faction that half a Christian is better than 
none. He roared at the top of his voice, 
** What half do you believe in ?" M 

** I believe,” firmly replied the Jew,“ that 
Christ was born, but not of the Holy Ghost. 
I believe he was crucified, but not resurrected. 
I believe he fed five thousand people with 
seven loaves and a few fishes, but I don’t be- 
lieve they were satisfied.” 

The result can be better imagined than 
described. Suffice it to say that the Jew was 
instantly converted, not to Christianity, but 
to & champion pedestrian, closely followed 
by an overabundant supply of shoe leather 
owned by our good missionary. 

New York, May 20, 1886. A. BENJAMIN. 

et — — —— 


Book Notices. 


AMERICAN NEWSPAPER Directory, containing 
Accurate Lists of all the Newspapers and 
Periodicals published in the United States, 
Territories, Dominion of Canada, and New- 
foundland, together with a Description of 
the Towns and Cities in which they are 
Published. New York: George P. Rowell 
& Co., 1886. Price $5. 

This is not the sort of book anyone would 
pick out who desired something exciting, but if 
it is wished to know all about all the papers 
in the country, it is the very work that can- 
not be dispensed with. No one's information 
on that subject can be complete without it. 
The directory is to newspapers what an un- 
abridged dictionary is to a language. Be- 
sides the lists of newspapers there are also 
sketches showing the process of getting out 
our great dailies, illustrated by cuts and 
other accessories. The book contains over 
eighteen hundred octavo pages—1,818, to be 
precise—aud the only error noted is the omis- 
sion to put THe TRUTH SEEKER among the 
religious papers. This is an oversight hard 
to account for. : 

The Directory for 1886 is accompanied by a 
Directory for 1776. The latter is about the 
size of a postage stamp, and consists of some 
ten or a dozen pages. Nothing better indi. 
cates the growth-of civilization and educa- 
tion than these two directories. Mr. Row- 
els publication for 1886 will be found 
indispensable to all publishers and advertisers. 


An extremely amusing compilation is 
“ Soul Farrago. What is and Where is the 
Soul?" by ‘‘ Perseus.” The writer does not 
himself profess to be able to answer the 
questious which he propounds, but summons 
to the stand as experts some of the ablest 
men the world has ever produced. First 
comes: 

1. Pythogoras: ‘‘ The soul is number aud 
a harmony." f 

2. Heraclitus: ‘‘ The soul is a spark of the 
stellar essence.” i 

3. Anaximenes: ''The soul isair." This 
witness is corroborated by Diogenes. l 

4. Anaxagoras: ‘‘ The soul is an immortal, 
aërial spirit.” ] ] 

5. Epicurus: “The soul is à bodily sub- 
stance having a great resemblance to spirit 
or breath." : 

6. Origen: ‘‘ The soul is neither spirit nor 


matter." 


7. Gregory Nazianzen: ‘Soul, or spirit, is 
composed of two properties—motion and 
diffusiou.” 

At least fifty more witnesses are called to 
testify as to what the soul is. No two agree. 
Then the writer turns to the question where 
the soul resides, quoting as follows: 

1. Plato: ‘‘The soul is located 
brain.” 

2. Aristotle: ‘‘The soul is located in the 
heart." 

3. Heraclitus: ‘‘ The soul is located in the 
blood." 

4. Epicurus: ‘‘ The soul is located in the 
Chest." 

5. Sommering : 
the ventricles." 

6. Kant: ‘The soul is located 
water contained in the ventricles." 

7. Ennemoser: ‘The whole body is the 
seat of the soul." 

8. Fischer: ‘‘The soul is located in the 
mervous system.” 

9. Descartes: ‘The soul is located in the 
pineal gland." : 


iu the 


““The soul is located iu 


in the 


These are not half the witnesses ealled to | 


testify as to the whereabouts of the soul. It 


| however, in those days persons who saw 


| Appletons will be of interest to many: “ Hon. 


must be confessed that the testimony leaves 
the soul hunter in some doubt. 

This pamphlet was originally published in 
the Independent Pulpit, and must hav been 
the result of long and laborious research. 
Price 5 cents. 


Part I. of ‘‘Saladin’s” ‘‘God and His 
Book” is out. Therein the .author, who is 
editor of the Secular Review, of London, has 
assaulted the scriptures with all the weapons 
of ancient and modern warfare. And it is 
surprising, even to those who know that the 
Bible has no historical reliability, to note how 
far thé evidence tends to show that it was the. 
work of intentional frauds. Some -books, 
observes Mr. Robert Burns, are lies from end 
to end. That is what the Bible, broadly 
speaking, is. ‘‘Saladin” points out very 
plainly that if God dictated any of the book, 
no one knows what part of it was so dictated. 
The Bible has many times been dissected. 
Paine left no man a reasonable excuse for 
still believing in its anthenticity as translated. 
** Saladin" goés down to the roots of the im- 
posture and shows that but for the fictitious 
prominence which belief in the book has 
given it, it would be condemned as a most 
unintelligible hotch-potch. 

The future historian, in writing of the 
present era, will remark somewhat as fol- 
lows: ‘‘In spite of the civilization and en- 
lightenment to which the people in tbe nine- 
teenth century attained, and of which indeed 
they were themselvs wont to boast, seeing 
that it was much higher than that of the ages 
foregone, they nevertheless held as a fetich a 
book of so-called revelation, to which they 
ascribed an attribute which they termed * in- 
spiration,’ afword that has long since lost all 
significance to learned ears. There were, 


the light even clearer than those miscalling 
themselvs the ‘children of light) Among 
these was one ‘Saladin,’ otherwise W. Stewart 
Ross, who, though not dwelling in the coun- 
try ranked first among the nations of the 
earth (the same being America, where’ was 
published our able contemporary, THE TRUTH 
SEEKER), but in England, was nevertheless 
unsurpassed as an iconoclast. A work bearing 
his signature aud the title, ‘God and His 
Book, has been preserved to us, and it is 
strange that upon reading it any could be so 
blind as to still maintain thatthe book which 
he att&cked was in any way defensible from 
either a historical or an ethical point of 
view." Price 35 cents. 

** Moses Before the Court; or, The Forgery 
of the Old Testament." This pamphlet of 
82 pages is dedicated to the clergy by H. J. 
Seigneuret, M.D. (alias ** Secularist?), author 
of “St. Matthew Before the Court." This 
case against Moses and the Old Testament is | 
skilfully handled by the author. He proves 
conclusivly that the Bible is a forgery; that 
the Pentateuch was not written by Moses, 
but by the Jewish priest and impostor, Esdras, 
and shows for what ignoble purposes he com- 
mitted the forgery. In fact, the author 
proves beyond a shadow of a doubt that no 
such man as Moses ever really existed. 
* Moses Before the Court," if widely circu- 
lated, will complete the work begun by 
Paine's “Age of Reason.” Address the 
Truth Seeker Company, 33 Clinton Place, 
New York. Price10 cts.— Pittsburgh Truth. 

*On the Inequalities of Wealth" is the 
name of a tract by ‘‘An Americau," published 
by Theo. Berendsohn, 86 Fulton street, New 
York, price ten cents. The author, iu a 
future work, hopes to be able to ‘“‘ unfold the 
subject of reconstructing the present social 
System, and to set forth principles by which 
the inequalities of society will be eliminated, 
and a true and universal brotherhood of man 
be established in harmony with nature's laws.” 
If * An American" has a: scheme in mind 
which will produce that result, its publica- 
should be no longer deferred. It will fill a 
long-felt want. 


The appended literary note sent us by the 


David A. Wells’s third paper of the scries, 
entitled, ‘An Economic Study of Mexico,’ 
now running through the Popular Science 
Monthly, appears in the June number. The 
series will close with the fourth paper, and it 
promises, when completed, to be the fullest 
as it will unquestionably be the most accurate 
summary of the real Condition of affairs, 
industrial, commercial, and political, in Mex- 
ico, that has appeared since the Mexican War." 

* Manual Training in Education," by 
James Vila Blake, is a useful little book. 
What Mr. Blake means by manual training it 
is necessary to read the pamphlet to find out. 
Price 25 cents. Published by Charles H. 
Kerr & Co., Chicago. - 


G. W. Foote's Progress makes its monthly 
appearance for May. There is something 
melancholy and sad about the brick-colored 
covers of this magazine, with Darwin, Vol- 
taire, Shelley, and Mill looking out spirit- 


picturelike from the four corners of the first 
page. The contents, however, are interesting, 
being composed of articles by G. W. Foote, 


James Thomson, Edward Aveling, J. M. 
Wheeler, George Standing and other able 
writers. Published at 28 Stonecutter street, 
London. Price 25 cents. i 


“Two Glaring Abominations and the Rem- 
edy” is what Mrs. L. E. R. Lambrigger calls 
her pamphlet drawing attention to the ‘‘in- 


human treatment of helpless infaucy and de- 
crepit old age.” Price, probably, 10 cents. 


W. 8. Bailey's heirs, printers, Nashville, Tenn. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
- BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet, Though 
anonymous, itis now known to be the work of 

H. BURR, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at this office. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


oR, 


Men or Bustness WHo Dip SOMETHING BESIDES 
AKING MONEY. 
A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 


BY JAMES PARTON. 


Tbis book contains 400 pages, plainly printed, 
treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 
helped the world; together with eight portraits. 
Mr. Parton’s works need no commendation. They 
are standard. s 

$1.25. 


p rice, - æ - - = 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
: 83 Clinton Place. New York. 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write. 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Earl 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By Wm. HENRY 
Burg. Price 25 cents. For sale at this office. 


THE : 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
. CIVILIZATION. 
From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
SEVENTH EDITION. 
A most powerfully written book.—Phila, Record. 
This Book is not a Book! It is a Deed! and 
those who oppose it will prove that they fear it.— 
Vienna News. Price, 50 cents. 
dress THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
83 Clinton Pl., New York. 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT ; 


. OR, 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 


Dedicated to the clergy 
BY 
H.J. SEIGNEURET, 


. Secularist. 
Price, 2 - `> - 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
ELEMENTS 


UNIVERSAL HISTORY 


HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS 
AND FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. 


By Prof. H., M. Cottinger, A.M. 


This book is Just what the busy world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of history from 2.000 
years B.C. on up to 1883, all in a nutshell.—Et- 
mina Senker. 

Ag a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important pans: in the family it would be no 
less important, as conveying information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan Wixon. | 

Mr. Cottinger’s intentions in writing this book 
are excellent, and his standpoint admirable. It 
may be commended as fulfilling its purpose of a 
concise and interesting historical text-book.— 
Mwwaukee Sentinel, — . 

Price, Cloth. $1.50. 
For Schools, in Quantities, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. ^ 


TOLTAIRE’S ROMANCES, 


CONTENTS : 

The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.—Zadig ; 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princess 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowns. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas.— 
The World as it Goes.—The Black and the White. 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato's Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. . 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid aper. With 67 
engravings. Price, cloth, beveled. oards, $2.00. 
Half calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


The ile Analyzed. 


John R. Kelso, A.M. 


CONTENTS : 

The Old Testament.—The New Testament.—The 
Creation.—_The Deluge.—The Exodus.—The Mira- 
cles cf the Bible.—The Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Batan of the Bible.—The 
Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 
ihe Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 

ayior. - 

Crown octavo, 833 pp. . Splendidly executed. Sent 
by mail, post paid. Price, $8.00. 


Ingersoll's Works. 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
Pa five, lecturgs, comprising, “The Gods," 
ity,” and “ H 


Woman, and Child,” “The Declaration of In. 
de endence,” “About Farming in Illinois, 
" . Alexander 


cloth, $1.25, 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. ; 1 | 


What Must We Do to Be Saved! Pa 


per, 25 cents, j 


The Christian Religion. | By R. G: 
Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah 8. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher, Paper, 50 cents ; cloth, $1. 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages, l2mo, paper, 
10 cents, $1.00 per doz. post paid, Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
gat ald be delivered in two ordinary heed 

} es & grand missionar ocumen: 
Liberals should scatter it generously, i 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
& Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the QUIT of the Bon pee RE cents; 56 

ents per dozen; 95 c ; , 
, Millions of these should. be sirculated, paR a 

Vindieation of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob: 
ert G. Ingersoll Price, 10 cents.,  ' : 

Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 
Large size octavo, paper, 15 cents, t 

Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 
Bound in one volume, To meet the demani 
for Mr. Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has hac 
all his lectures, except the latest on “Ortho 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in hal 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,90 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. ; 


Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s “Tribute tc 

is Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “Grant 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over 
“Little Harry Miller’s Grave,” that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suita: 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 

to any address, for 50cts, or either one for 15ets, 


Prose Poems and Selections. This 
new book is a gem. It is a model in every re 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest 
best ever issued, . it contains, besides the cel 
ebrated “ Decoration Day Oration,” never be 
fore published, and all the famous “tributes ` 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but neve: 
brought together til now, many other gems 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day cor 
versations of the author. The work is designe 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends: 
a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve th. 
purpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograpn 
fac simile, has been prepared especially for it, 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled e ges gilt back: 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mott 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Tur 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in f 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


The Busts of Voltaire,. Paine, aud 


Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 
“life, price, $1.50 each. Every admirer of these 
apostles of Religious Liberty should hav them. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
Superb photographs, 22x28, $5; panel, 103x17, 
$8; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents; card, 20 cts. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 
Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen. Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. ong 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman’s Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
Church and the Republic, 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture: Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating: Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o 
Conquest and Extermination; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; 
Human Sacritices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft ; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents ;, 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 
and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and thé Sabbath; Examination of 
Sunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws. Price, % cents; six copies, $1.00. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson_an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. "Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts, 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty, Tells the stor 
of the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 

dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 

it. Choice extracts from ‘Common Sense,” 

** American Crisis," “Rights of Man,” and “Age 

of Reason " are given ; also, tri 8 to Paine's 

f Re ; also, tributes to P. ^ 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and Ámerica, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine, Price, paper, 50 cents; 


cloth, 75 cents, 
The Apostle of Liberty. An address 


delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers’ Convention, January 29, 1884, Price, 


10 cents. : 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.; 
88 Clinton Place, New York. 
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" edge; Knowledgé Not a Urime; As Much ln-| -yne onure s xtotey-BOX; STAN Progress stop? 


Spired as Any of It. 


od ojgesele-* VICARIOUS ATONEMENT: Fear, Beginning 


to Think; Creeds; Self-Control What We Need; 
Vicarious Atonement Not a Christian Inven- 
tion; Twin Monsters from Intellectual Pig- 


HISTORICAL FACTS AND THEOLOGICAL 
FICTIONS: Church Fictions; Historical Facts 
_ —(Civilization, Comparativ Status, Women as 
Persons, Education, As Wives, Not Woman's 
Friend, Morals). 


Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 Cents, 


The Trade Supplied 


at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 
Photo-Eingravings of Miss Gardener are for-sale at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50c. 


e 
Ingersoll’s Tributes. 
REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: 

The Vision of War, 
Tribute to his Brother, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. 

The price of these heretofore has been $1. We 
offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 
THE FOUR FOR FIFTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

33 Clinton Pl, New York. 


A SKETCH OF THE LIFE 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA, 


OR THE . 2 
First Ten Decades of Our Era. 


BY 
DANIEL M. TREDWELL. 
Designed to show upon the authority of Histor 


that Apollonius of Tyana performed miracles an 
spoke wise sayings equal to those attributed to 
Jesus Christ. 850pp., octavo, best style. Price $2.50. 


' Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER office. 
A STUDY 
PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY 


BY LEWIS C. JANES. 


This book treats of the natural evolution of the 
Christian religion, its historical antecedents in 
Palestinian Judaism and Roman Paganism ; in- 
vestigates the history of the founder of Christian- 
ity in the light of the latest scientific criticism of 
the New Testament; shows that the true story of 
the Man Jesus, and his genuin teachings are 
separable from the later legendary accretions 
which hay confounded him with the mythical 
Christ, and traces the natural development of 
Christian dogma and ecclesiastical institutions. 
Complete references and full index.  820pp. 8 
cloth, gilt top. - Price $1.50. 


Bold at THE TRUTH SEEKER Office. 
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SOCIAL WEALTH. 


The Sole Factors and Exact Ratios in Its 
Acquirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 


CONTENTS: Economic Schools: a brief re- 
view of their Origin and Growth; Rise and 
Growth of  Capitahsm; Unearned Increase: 
profit, interest, rent; Conservation of Wealth; 
Tools and Improved Machinery; The Nature of 
Wages; Private and Social Wealth; Land Own- 
ership; Private Property in Land; Capital and 
the-Produetiv Factors; Partnership and Co-op- 
eration; Law of Contracts; Money and Credit; 
Of Value or Economic Ratios; Taxation as a 
Remedy; Reforms, not Remedies; Suggestions 
to Legislators; Conclusion. 


Price, Cloth, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
3 Clinton Place, New York. 


RATLONAL COMMUNISM, 


The Present and the Future 
Republic of North America. 


_BY A CAPITALIST. 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty, vice, andcrime. It deals with the present 
conditions of society in this country, pointing out 
their imperfections, and showing how it is almost 
impossible that the people should be other than 
poor and vicious under our present system. The 
remedy, the author thinks, is in communal life, 
and he has drawn a vivid picture of the future 
Republic of North America, a8 it will be when 
society sball be organized on ‘the principles of 
Hationa] Communism. The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. 


Price 1.50 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 
vestigation. Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions, 
with numerous references and citations, that 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
ot other propositions in the same book. Price 

cenis. 


myMedical Compound and Improyed 
Elastic Snyporter Truss in from 30 to 

days, Reliable references given. Send 
-stamp for circular, and say in what paper 
you saw my-advertisement. Address Qapt. 


W. A. Collings, Smithville, Jefferson Co, N.X > 


1 
ic 
E 


| Able speakers interest the audience. 


SCIENCE LECTURES. 
Liberal friends visiting Philadelphia should at- 
tend the Spring Course of Science Lectures; 
every Sunday evening, at the Hall of Friendship 
League, Ninth and Girard ave. 
` Debate at 2:90 (Secular questions). 
PROF. ATKINSON, F.R.A.S. 


FRIENDSHIP LIBERAL LEAGUE No. 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rates. 


0 Wettstan s 


Popular Jewelry Store, Rochelle, Ill. 


Genuin diamond jewelry; fine gold and silver 
watches, chains, bracelets, gold and plated jew- 
elry, silver and plated ware, optical, art, and fancy 
goods. 8 oz., coin silver, Elgin watch, $9; 4 oz., 
$10.50; 402., stem wind, 11 jeweled, $14.50; same, 15 
jeweled, $19; same, adjusted, $29. In filled gold 
cases, warranted 20 years, 7 jeweled, stem wind, 
$21; 11 jeweled, $23.50; 15 jeweled, $28; adjusted 
$31. Best filled cases add $4.50. Ladies’ filled, bes 
cases, $20, 7; $22, 11; and $30 for 15 jeweled move- 
ments. Ladies’ solid gold, 10 k., A ni 
ara 


returned per registered mail. 
the world, $1. 


QW Vs 


I spectacle in 
goods must suit or cash back. 

d what isa nicer 
‘present for either 
your lady or gentle- 


man friends than 
iS^ one of my latest im- 


Wy proved model badges 


in solid gold, artis- 
tically enameled in 
three colors? Price, 
$3, $3.50, $4. With 
genuin diamond in 
rising sun, $8 and $10. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN 
Rochelle, Ill. 


aS 


AWE Tuouaa r BAN 


DR. R. P, FELLOWS 


| , dreams, loss of sexual 


i 9 power, rendering 
marriage improper and unhappy, etc., are cured 
ermanently by an outside Spp cation in sixty 
Hays. NO STO IACH MEDICIN USED, | It is one 
of Dr. Fellows’ valuable discoveries, which is en- 
-tirely unknown to the medical profession. It is 
not a catch-penny get up, such as & pad, belt, pas- 
tille, nor magnetic appliance, but simply a medi- 
cin to be applied externally on the parts affected, 
which cures by absorption. Send five 2-cent stamps 
for his “ Private Counselor,” giving full informa- 
tion. Address Dr. R. P. Fellows, Vineland, N. J., 
and say where you saw this adverlisment, 


isa regularly educat- 
ed and legally quali- 
fied physician, and 
the most successful. 
as his practice will 
rove. He has for 
wenty years treated 
exclusivly all diseases 
of the Sexual Organs, 
in the cures of which 
hestands preeminent 
ORREN 


turer years, causing 
night emissions by 


N. B.—Dr. Fellows begs leave to say that he is 
an Infidel of the most pronounced character, Bro. 
Liberals, your patronage 18 solicited, 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 


SUBJECTS : 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
some i2mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages; fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in inglish or German 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. 

SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B. Foote. Five volumes, at$1 each, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2. 

SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth 
volume of “Science in Story.") 50 cents, 

HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes. A valuable refercnce pamphlet of 128 pages. 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam 
phlets) By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “ Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease," represcnting the germ 
theory, advocating personal and publie hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; “Health in the Sun- 
beam,” considering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and well. By mail, 10 cents each. 

HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). ‘The Law 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages, cloth 


bound, $2; “Heredity,” by Loring Moody, 159 
ages, cloth 7 cents; "The Law of eredity,” by 
p H. Marsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 


Human Temperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; * Gencration before Regen- 
eration,” by Dr, E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; “ Re- 
ports of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
1882,” 10 cents; ‘Third Annual Convention of the 
Institute of Heredity, May 29, 1883,” 10 


cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Books on Tractical Steps in Freten'* Needr. 


History of Woman's Costume Movement; its 
firat 35 years, Events and Persecutions, Supple- 
mented by Modern Martyrdom. 132pp., tine paper, 

c. Progress vs. Fashion. 32pp., paper, 10. 
Womans Way Out. 32pp., paper, 10c. Love an 
Transition. Poctic,in two parts: an Epic and an 
Argument. 191pp.,in fine cloth and gilt, 75c. 

Seut on receipt of price, by the author, 

tojni M. E. TILLOTSON, Vineland, N. J. 


Bible Fabrications Refuted 
i and 
The Errors of tho Bible Exposed, 
BY 0. B. WHITFORD, M.D. . 


Price, 15 cents, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
38 Clinton Place, New York, 
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Hews of the Week. 


Last Saturday afternoon was the first reg- 
ular half-holiday of the season, and was gen- 
erally observed. 


Tue city of Munich is excited over the ex- 
hibition of a very effectiv panorama. repre- 
senting ‘The Crucifixion.” 


GrapsrosEs Home Rule bill for Ireland | 
was defeated in the British House of Com- |: 


mons last Monday by a vote of 341 to 311. 


FRIENDLY negotiations are being made, it |i 
is said, with Canada, concerning the seized ; 
The nature of the nego- |; 


fishing schooners. 
tiations is not made public. 


A BnussELs author has been sentenced to |: 


one year’s imprisonment and to pay a fine of 
$1,500 for writing a ‘‘labor catechism " in 
which it is claimed the king is insulted. 


Jonn KxrLv, the Tammany sachem, died [: 
June 1st, and was buried last Saturday from f 
St. Patrick's cathedral, with all the pomp ji 


which that institution is able to display. 


Tug Truru SEEKER chapel has been work- ; 
ing smoothly under the nine-hour rule for two fi 
months, and its progressiv proprietors find it i 


very satisfactory.—John Swinton’s Paper. 


Buppensigx, the contractor who used such 4 


poor materials that his buildings would not! 
bear their own weight, and fell, killing a? 
workman, has been sentenced to ten years in 3 
the penitentiary. i 


Tz Sunday quiet of New York was some- ; 
what disturbed last Sunday by a heavy: 
bombardment in the bay. It wasa welcome j 
to a Brazilian warship with the emperor's 
grandson on board. 

A BILL taxing the manufacture of oleo- 
margarine has passed the House of Repre- 
sentativs. We are still to be permitted the 
free use of bad butter, and to spread it on to 
any desired thickness. 


A WESTERN firm guarantee a wife to every | 


man who purchases of them a suit of clothes. 
The Macon Telegraph says: ‘‘ What this | 
country needs is somebody to guarantee a 


suit of clothes to every man who gets a wife.” : 


Herr Most, the Anarchist, has been sen- 
tenced to one year in the penitentiary and to 
pay a fine of $500. His offense was exercis- 
ing the right of free speech, which he misun- 
derstood the Constitution of this country to. 
confer. 


A REPORT of the death of Henry Ward 
Beecher was circnlated about this city last 
Saturday afternoon. It was referred to. Mr. 
Beecher himself for confirmation. Mr. 
Beecher said it was quite a jolly rumor, but 
he was glad it wasn’t true. 


PnzsrpgENT CLEVELAND was duly married 
on Wednesday, June’ 2d, to Miss Frances 
Folsom, and is doing as well as could be ex- 
pected. The wedding was held in the White 
House at Washington. The honeymoon is 
being spent at Deer Park, Md. 


AmnouBISHOP FEEHAN, of Chicago, visited 
the Joliet, Ill., penitentiary last Sunday and 
confirmed 117 convicts in the holy Catholic 
faith. The prison at Joliet is provided with 
& chapel, and differs from a Catholic church 
only in the facilities for egress. The ‘congre- 
gation is of the same character as that found 

, in the average church. 


Tux Chicago grand jury reported to the 
judge last Saturday afternoon on the Anarch- 
ists’ cases. They express a belief that the 
Haymarket affair was a deeply premeditated 
plot. The Anarchists and their friends, on 
the other hand, deny that anyone is impli. 
cated in the throwing of the bomb except the 
crazy wretch who threw it. 

Tuere was a Catholic-Orange riot at Bel. 
fast, Ireland, last week. The Orangemen 
drove some Catholics into the river and a 
young man was drowned. At the funeral 
Sunday another riot occurred. The proces- 
sion was attacked by the Orangemen, shots 
were fired, and heads were broken, and there 
was home rule generally for a short time. 


Tar Third avenue cardrivers’ strike is 
ended. As a sort of expiring struggle, a 
tie-up of twenty-four hours was ordered, and 
went into effect last Saturday. At the end of 
that time, the Empire Protectiv Association 
acknowledged defeat, and the strikers must 
now look out for themselvs. The manager of 
the local assembly who ordered the tie-up was 
arrested for ‘‘conspiracy” and placed under 
$1,000 bail. It seems that an employer may 
lock out his employees without offending the 
law, but if they fail to go to work when the 
doors are opened they are guilty of conspiracy. 


Odds and Ends. 


; CUPID, THE BOOK-AGENT. 
I will not touch Love's hand (she said), 
Nor will I see his pleading eyes; 
I know him, for his lips are red; 
He shall not take me by surprise. 


I know his eyes are blue (she smiled), 
I know the sheen of every curl; 

Ab, Love (she said), you are a child, 
And can’t deceive a Vassar girl! 


Love spectacled his sapphire eyes, 
And dressed himself in sober black; 

Ho, ho! (he laughed) in this disguise 
Pl hide the arrows on my back! 


He starfed out in early spring, 
And in the fields the maiden met, 

As she tripped onward, loitering ` 
Among the grasses lush and wet 


With cooling moisture of the dew. 
He opened wide a musty tome; 
I wish (he said) to show to you 
A parchment History of Rome. 


Aud here is Bacon bound in calf, ES 
And Browning in a vellum vest; 

Here's Emerson in sheep, at half 
The usual price—and all the rest. 


The maid selected one small book, 
And clasped it with a tender touch; 
It’s T, B, Aldritch that I took, 
But, sir, I think you ask too much ! 


I do love books (she sighed), and, oh ! 
How few of them I can possess ! 

Love's heart began to throb and glow ; 
He felt the hidden arrows press 


His tender flesh; he threw aside 
The spectacles, his best disguisc ; 
If you will touch my haud (he cried), 

And only look within my eyes, 


These books are yours, fair Vassar maid! 
Oh, do not turn away your head, 

And look socold! Be not afraid, 
For I am only Love (he said). 


The maiden's cheeks were all aflame; 
She coyly pressed his finger-tips, 
Then down she bent (and who shall blame 7) 
And swiftly kissed his rose-red lips ! 
—Puck, 


BnaBERY am no sign o’ sense. De game-rooster 
will fight till he dies, but he ain’t got ez much 
sense ez de guinea-chicken dat won't fight nuthin’. 
—fSome preachers puts me in mine o’ er tailor dat 
makes er coat ter suit hisse’f, an’ den tries ter 
make ernuder man w'ar it whuther it fits him’or 
not.—Dar ain’t nuthin’ filthier den er chicken nur 
cleaner den er cat; but I ain’t gwine ter fling 
erway de chicken 'ca'se it’s filthy, nur eat de cat 
‘case it's clean, —Wid er woman dar ain’t er inch 
difference ’twixt love and hate.—Er wise man may 
believe er liar wunsi, bnt he ain’t gwine ter doit 
twice.—Fur years an’ years.de white man hab been 
teachin’ de nigger how ter die, but mighty few 
men hab been teachin’ him how ter lib.—De fus’ 
man what does er thing, no matter ef some udder 


man does it better, iz hil’ up ez de pusson ter 
praise. We allus think dat de fust flowers in de; 


spring smell de sweetest. —ArXkansa1w Traveler. 


HENRY BEnGH, it is. Said, is now: taking steps to 
prevent Chicago’s horse-railroads running bob- 
tail cars in fly-time. / 


“ DysPEPSIA," said Carlyle, “kills poetic ambi- 
tion.” The world owes dyspepsia a heavy debt. 
It is a pity that Tennyson’s stomach is not a trifle 
weaker.—Arkansaw Traveler. 


DARLING Mabel's zebra stocking 
Gently hangs across the tub; 
Brother Tom will find them useful ' 
When he starts his base-ball club. 
—Evansville Argus, 


Wire (looking up from the paper): “That’s a 
book P'd like to read—' Old Wells Dug Out,’ b 
Talmage, It must be just splendid.” Husband: 
** No doubt of it, my dear; that’s just about what 
he’s fit for.” 


Paine Vindicated! 


—0— 


A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Observers slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 
both the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 
—0— 


The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. 


60pp. Price 10 cents; 12 copies, $1. 


|A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account, 


18pp. Price 5 cents; 25 for $1.00. 
For these two pamphlets address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
` 83 Clinton Pl., New York, 


» Gems af Thought, 

men m has overthirty thousand priests 
"and to sustain: the state religion and the other 
-churches costs thé people some hundreds of mill- 
-ions of dollars annually, a burden most unremu- 
` nerativ and uncompensating.—D. M. Bennett, 


Cam soul of all things ! make it mine 
To feel amid the city’s jar 
That there abides a peace of thine 
«Man did not make, and cannot mar. 


The will to neither strive nor ery, 
The.power to feel will others giv! 
Calm, calm me more! Nor let me die 
Before I hav begun to liv! 
—Matthew Arnold, 
- Ir abuses are destroyed, man must destroy them, 
If slaves are freed, man must free them. If new 
truths are discovered, man must discover them. 
f the naked are clothed; if the hungry are fed; 
if justice i is done; if labor i is rewarded; if super- 
stition is driven from the mind; if the defenseless 
are protected; and if the right finally triumphs, 
all must be the work of man. The grand victories 
of the future must be won by man, and by man 
alone,—Jngersoll, | 


Tis well! From this day forward we shall know 

That in ourselvs our safety must be sought; 

That by our own right bands it must be wrought. 
| That we must stand unpropped or be laid low. 
ime) dastard, whom such pretaste doth not cheer, 

| We shall exult if they who rule the land 

! Be men who hold its many blessings dear, 

* Wise, upright, valiant ; not a servile band, 

- Who are to judge of danger which they fear, 

And honor which they do not understand. 

` — Wordsworth. 


WE may be certain that very few persons, xoi 
„seriously impressed by religious convictions, ap- 
“plied for baptism while Diocletian was vexing the 
church, or joined themselvs to Protestant congre- 

.gations at the risk of being burnt by Bonner, 
But when a sect becomes powerful, when its favor 
; is the road to riches and dignities, worldly and 
| ambitious men crowd into it, talk its language, 
, conform strictly to its ritual, mimic its peculiari- 
| ties, and frequently go beyond its honest mem- 
bers in all the outward indications of zeal.—2Mac- 
aulay. 
Ort as by winding Nith I, musing, wait 

The sober eve or hail the cheerful dawn, 

I'll miss thee sporting o'er the dewy lawn, 

And curse the ruffian’s aim and mourn thy hapless 
fate. —Burns's Wounded Hare. 


Tue tendency of orthodox religion to-day is 
toward mental slavery and barbarism. Not one 
of the orthodox ministers dare preach what he 
thinks if he knows that a majority of his congre- 
gation think otherwise. He knows that every 

member of his church stands guard over his brain 
with a creed, hike a club, in his hand. He knows 
that he is notexpected to search after the truth, 
but that he is employed to defend the creed. Ev- 
ery pulpit is a pillory in which stands a hired cul- 
prit, defending the justice of his own imprison- 
ment,—Jngersoil, 


Tat a minister should speak with power, it is 


important that he should speak from his own soul, — 


and not studiously conform himself to modes 
of speaking which others hav adopted, Itis im- 
portant that he should givout the truth in the 
very form in which it presents itself to his mind, 
in the very words which offer themselvs spontane- 
ously as the clothing of his thoughts. To express 
our own minds, frankly, directly, fearlessly, is the 
only way to reach other minds. Now; it is the 
effect of creeds to check this free utterance of 
thought. The minister must seek words which 
will not clash with the consecrated articles of his 
church. If new ideas spring upin his mind not 
altogether consonant with what the creedmonger 
has established he must cover them with misty 
languagé. If he happen to doubt the standard of 
his church, he must strain its phraseology, must 
force it beyond its obvious import, that he may 
giv his assent to it without departures from truth. 
All these processes must hava blighting effect on 
the mind and heart. They impair self-respect. 
They cloud the intellectual eye, They accustom 
men to tamper with truth,—Dr. Channing. 


I BELIEVE that the: only way to do the greatest 
amount of. good in the pulpit is for the one who 
occupies it to be perfectly true to himself. I 
should say to every preacher: ‘Satisfy your own 
reason and conscience, whether you satisfy your 
people or not. Be absolutely sincere, Do not use 
words in one. sense which you know they use in 
quite another, and do not pretend to hav a belief 
in anything which you really hav not." Ibelieve 
inpolicy, but I believe that the highest and best 
policy is to tell the simple, straightforward truth, 
—48. B. Weston. 


I amaware that self-assumed superiority to opin- 
ion may be, and often is, a thing of danger; dan- 
gerous in its crudeness and fermentation 
although in its perfection most blessed.—Sely~For'- 
mation, d 

VIA CRUCIS. 
The poet dipped his pen, and drew 
His vivid pictures, phrase by phrase, 
Of skies and misty mountains blue, 
Of starry nights and shimmering days. 
Men said, ‘He breedeth fancies pure ; 
His touch is facil, swift, and sure.” 


The poet's friend was stricken sore. 
In tender tears the pen he dipped, 
And breathed his gentle sorrow o’er. 
And traced the sympathetic script. 
Men said, ‘“ His heart is kind-and true; 
The laurel yet shall be his due.” 
The poet's child has waxen hands 
That hold Death’s heavy-scented rose. 
She drifts to the dim shadow-lands, 
And draws his mig soul as she Boek. 
He dipped his pen in his heart's sonde 
And, sobbing, wrote—and thus was crowned ! 
—Heien T. Clark. 
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lotes and Clippings. — 


. Cor. R. G. INGERSOLL, was on June 10th 
elected president of the Teledo, Cincinnati, 
and St. Louis Railroad, and the name of the 
road was changed into the Toledo, St. Louis, 
and Kansas City. 


A suorr time ago Mrs. H. M. Rigie, of 
South. Orange, N. J., for four years an invalid, 
was announced to hav been suddenly restored 
to perfect health by the power of prayer, and 
her alleged cure was the sensation of the 
town. On Thursday of last week Mrs. Rigie 
died. 

Fire broke out in the top of the Young 
Men's Christian Association building in this 
city, one day last week. The fire depart- 
ment overlooked the fact that the million dol- 
lar structure had never paid a cent toward 
the city's expenses, and put the fire out with 
and dispatch. The damage 
amounted to $2,000. 

Justus Sonwas, the Socialist, who keeps 
a quiet saloon on First street, was arrested 
last week for selling beer without a license, 
the excise Commissioners having refused him 
that document. Meanwhile, the notorious 
Billy McGlory runs the worst dive imagin- 


able, and, though unlicensed, sells beer under | 
.the very eyes of the police. 


A MAN writes to the Philadelphia Press that 
he saw a remarkable sight in the heavens on 
Good Friday morning. He says that the 
clouds in the northern sky were blown by the 
light breeze into such a form that the blue sky 
visible between them assumed a semblance 
of a colossal figure of the savior. Other 


_clouds and streaks of light formed a nimbus 


and a crown of thorns, and the whole, ‘so far 
as color was concerned, resembled a sketch 
‘of Payne’s gray, with slight roseate indica- 
tions.” What the writer had been drinking 
the night before we are not informed. ` 


Tue British House of Lords has again 
thrown out the ‘‘Deceased Wife's Sister” 
bill, although it was activly supported by his 
royal highness the Prince of Wales. It will 
now be the duty of the English widower in 
love with his sister-in-law to repudiate the 
House of Lords as authority on the matter, 
and go ahead and marry the object of his 
choice— provided she is willing. f 


_Lasr Sunday the Chinamen of New York 
celebrated the 8,011th birthday of their 
savior Joss, Kwan Koon. Chinatown, in 
this city, was crowded all day with Mongo- 
lians, who sang songs and feasted in truly 
oriental style. Joss’s temple at 302 Chatham 
street was thronged by devotees. The at- 
tendant of Joss, in order to giv every one a 
chance to say his prayers and offer birthday 
gifts, limited each batch of five worshipers to 
five minutes, with twenty-five cents a minute 
for overtime. 


Josera P. Ames was a wealthy farmer liv- 
ing near Blair, Neb. Four years ago he went 
to California for his health, and there fell in 
with a doctor named McLellan, who pre- 
tended to be a Spiritual medium. By work- 
ing on the patient’s fears through alleged 
communication with his (Ames’s) dead wife, 
McLellan extorted from him about $9,000. 
Payment of the last draft of $1,800 was 
stopped by Ames's friends, but McLellan had 
already got it cashed. Judge Brewer, of the 
United States court, has decided that Ames’s 
"belief. in the communication of spirits is proof 


^ 


of his insanity, and that the bank must lose 
the money since the victim was not responsi- 
ble for his acts. ` 


Tue Freiheit is still published, although 
Herr Most, its editor, is in jail. The present 
editor is almost equal to his predecessor as a 
fire-eater, and intimates that RecorderSmythe, 
the judge, and Colonel Fellows, the prosecu- 
tor, deserve to be drowned or strangled. 
When it is discovered who is responsible .for 
these utterances their author will be indicted. 
It is thought that by this method the country 
may yet be saved. 


Tru Independent blithely proceeds with its 
articles on ‘‘Prayer.” In the last issue are 
quoted these promises said to hav been made 
by Christ : ‘‘ Whatsoever ye shall ask in my 
name that will I do;” and, ‘‘If ye shall ask: 
me anything in my name that will I do.” 
The task which the editor sets himself about 
is explaining why these promises are appar- 
ently false. The cause, he alleges, is that we 
do not properly appreciate the significance of 
the words “in my name." That may be the 
way out, but it might be suggested that if the 
editor had said that the author of these prom- 
ises was a mistaken enthusiast on the subject 
of prayer, the explanation would hav been 
somewhat more copious. 


Hearts OrriczrR TowNsHEND, of Washing- 
ton, has received the following official docu- 
ment: ` : 
CERTIFICATE OF MARRIAGE, 

To the Health Officer of the District of Columbia :' 

1. Date of marriage—June 2, 1886, 

2, Full name of husband—Grover Cleveland. 

8, Age—49 years. 

4, Color—White. iod 

5. Plàce of residence—Executiv Mansion. 

6. Occupation—Attorney-at-law. 

7, Husban d's birthplace—Coldwell, New Jersey. 


H 


8. Number of husband's marriage—First. 
9. Maiden name of wife—Erances Folsom.’ 
10. Age—2?1 years. 
1t. Color—White, 
12, Place of residence—Buffalo, New York. 
18,—Wife’s birthplace—Buffalo, New York, 
14. Number of wife's marriage—First. 
We, the contracting parties, do certify that the 
foregoing infopmation is correct. i 
(Signatures) Grover CLEVELAND. 
Frances FOLSOM, 

This certifies that on the second day of June, 1886, 
I joined in holy matrimony the parties above de- 
scribed, B. SUNDERLAND, 
Pastor First Presbyterian Church, Washington, 

D.C. 

Tuners is a deep-seated and well-founded 
reason for the popular prejudice against law- 
yers, and it lies in the fact that the most 
revolting atrocities constantly pass unrebuked 
under the noses of the profession. Take for 
example the last flagrant outrage, the convic- 
tion of Most. This was a blow at the most 
sacred rights of our citizenship. Not a law- 
yer in the land but knows that in that case 
Judge Smythe violated all the traditions of 
American liberty. Judge Smythe, in the un- 
restrained and lawless exercise of his power, 
did that which tended more to Anarchy and 
the unsettlement of government than any 
vaporings of Most ever did or could do. 
Under the pressure of a great and groundless 
scare pervading the whole community, aug- 
mented by all sorts of virulent newspaper 
articles, with the whole press of the country 
joining in the cry of “mad dog,” it was the 
solemn duty and the splendid privilege of 
Judge Smythe to see that all the rights of 
Most were carefully guarded, a duty in 
which he was entirely derelict, and a privilege 
of which he seems to hav had no conception. 
—Lawyer Ed. W. Chamberlain in John 


Swinton Paper. 
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The Life and Services of Stephen Pearl 


Andrews. 
FUNERAL ORATION BY T. B. WAKEMAN, MAY 23, 1886. 


Frrenps: Before us lies the prostrate, lifeless form of one 
who ina singular degree, throughout a long life, inspired 
love, honor, wonder. 

Death is nature's way of announcing to us that Stephen 
Pearl Andrews, the philosopher and friend, teacher and 
ptophet—for a prophet he was to many—has exchanged his 
mortal career for immortality, 

To many emancipated souls who are listening now, this 
change called death has ceased to be associated with its for- 
mer terrors. It has come to be regarded often as a blessed 
relief from pain and anxiety, but in many and higher 
respects it appears as the harbinger of immortality, the har- 
vester, the grain-gatherer, of the eventful and anxious lives of 
men on earth. 

It would not be appropriate, in view of such sentiments, 
and of the life-long convictions and affections of this distin- 
guished man, to make any ordinary speech or vain pretense, 
as though to him death had a sting, or that the grave could 
hav a victory. He who was a part of the harmony of the 
universe, he whose faith had already linked himself with the 
eternal forces of which death is merely a link in a mighty 
chain, knew nothing of the ordinary fear or terror by which 
that change is surrounded. Early in life he had, been freed 
from, and had arisen above, the superstitions of our race. 
Long has he striven in the higher light which looks down on 
death and the ordinary fatalities of earth as mere temporary 
transformations, in the immortal process of which his 
thought and heart had become a part. Therefore let us 
gladly pass the considerations as to death which often need 
to be recalled, with the consciousness that we hav upon this 
occasion in the life past and the life to be, that which far bet- 
ter assuages grief, which brings us closer to the departed as 
one whom we are enabled to receive into our own hearts. 
There, as in a living granary, the great results of his life are 
to be cherished as the seeds of a mightier future, some pre- 
lude of tlie immortality of which his life is à necessary and 
ineffable prophecy. To do that it is necessary that we should 
recall by some slight sketch or notice the eventful career of 
this exceptional man. 

And first, we hav all gloried in his strength of body and 
mind. hat strength, in the first instance, was due to natare 
herself. She gave him a rich dowry of health and physical 
vigor. A noble form, splendid intellect, great rapidity of 
thought and action, great versatility, great suavity, gave him 
a wonderful power of convincing and controling his fellow- 
men. By happy circumstances that natural dower was de- 

' veloped by a training fitting him for the ever higher duties to 
which the world continued to call him as a philosopher and 
a reformer. 

Thus in childhood the circumstances of his birth gave him 
a fair inheritance—the inheritance of a pious ancestry, of a 
father devoted to the highest interests of mankind, as he and 
those about him understood it, for his was the ministry and 
service of what to him was the living God. A New England 
parentage, the family of a clergyman devoted to the highest 
interests of his neighborhood and community, such was a fit 
school for one dowered by nature asa gifted child. Then fol- 
lowed in due ¢ourse afurther beneficent education, through the 
curriculum of one of our New England colleges—the college at 
Amherst—suiting him, as far as then could be by disciplin 
and education, for the higher calling that awaited him. Next 
came the still further education in the science of practical 
sociology, known as the science of the law. Asa student at 
law he became prepared, not simply for the practice of the 
common law of our courts in the Northern States, but from 
the fact that one of his brothers had already entered upon 
the practice of the law at New Orleans he was induced to 
become a student of the law there prevailing, the civil law— 
the great law system which has descended to French Loui- 
siana from the Roman empire, and which is the greatest code 
and body of reasoned equity that the human race has ever 
evolved. 

Thus in earlier manhood he received the crowning educa- 
tion of his youth in the prcfessional study of the grand princi- 
ples, the broad policy, and the deep humanity which pervade 
that wonderful system of jurisprudence. This system which 
prevailed in the territory and thence in the state of Louisiana, 
in which he was to engage in the practice of his profession, 
determined, unconsciously, much of his future. 

No one, I take it, will ever understand this man or his 
philosophy thoroughly, who does not giv weight to these 
early incidents of his education. It is, indeed, given to but 
few to become masters of the great system of equity and im- 
perial command which the world has inherited from the 
mighty empire of Rome. But no student of history and 
sociology ever comes into contact with that system who is not 
more or less influenced by it throughout the remainder of 
his life. As a sequence of Mr. Andrews's study of the civil 
law and its history, the philosophical task to which he de- 
voted himself was influenced even to its details. If the 
church of Rome made possible the Positiv Polity of 
Auguste Comte, we may say that the civil law of Rome 
made possible the Pantarchy of Mr. Andrews. 

The success of his new undertaking, the practice of the 
law in New Orleans, whither he removed in 1835, was se- 
cured by his ability, by his devotion, by his integrity, but 
was darkened by one unfortunate circumstance. The great 
system of reasoned equity to which he was devoted, com- 
bined with the education and inspirations of New England 
puritanism, could never be reconciled to human slavery. 
Living in a community where that institution had become 
legalized and largely the basis of its social life, it was scarcely 
possible but that he should soon come in contact with it and 
discover a disagreement with its supporters. That result 
was indeed inevitable, and while esteemed and honored in all 
other respects his complete dissent from that institution and 
its consequences rendered his position there in many respects 
unpleasant and undesirable. He therefore gladly turned his 
eyes westward. A new country, and then an independent 
state, had been opened up, now known 10 us as the state of 
Texas. He felt that if, while the institutions of that state 
were being formed, he could throw his influence in favor of 
freedom there, the great defects which prevailed in the social 
life by which he was surrounded miglit be remedied, and the 
future enipire (for that. territory was then larger than many 
of the largest states of Europe) might be saved to Freedom. 
Thus was early manifested his devotion to duty, a devotion 
to tbe furtherance of the higher interests of mankind which 
enabled and induced him to leave a lucrativ practice of his 
profession and to engage in a new country upon a new ad- 
venture in favor of an idea which might be realized and be 
made a blessing to millions hereatter. 

For four years he lived in the state of Texas and exerted 
his influence and strenuous efforts in behalf of re-forming 
the constitution of that state and its institutions in favor of 


liberty instead of slavery, which had already been impressed 
upon them. The story of his life there cannot be detailed 
here at length, but it was most interesting and eventful in its 
results. The constitution had already had included in ita 
proslavery clause which he found himself unable to remove. 
The slaveholding interests of the country redoubled their 
efforts and influence. They soon brought to bear upon him, 
as their present an1 unyielding opponent, a signal exercise of 
their power. Not by law, but by mob rule, was he made to 
understand that the cause of liberty could not be secured 
unless additional resources were brought to bear, by which 
the antislavery people could be protected, and by which the 
interests which slavery had already obtained in that country 
could be removed by consulting the interests of the slave- 
holders themselvs—that is, by a purchase of the slaves. 

In furtherance of this noble purpose of peaceful emancipa- 
tion which, if it could hav been carried into effect, would in 
the end hav saved this country millions of lives and millions 
of treasure, he conceived a plan of applying the project to 
the slaveholders of Texas. He hoped that they could be 
induced to abandon the hateful custom, and that the slave 
Jaws of the state could be rendered harmless by a direct pur- 
chase of their slaves. He appealed quietly and earnestly to 
the antislavery influence in the North. That, however, was 
then too weak a party to effectually further his design. He 
next thought that if he could reach the other side of the At- 
lantic, the avowedly antislavery sentiment of the people in 
England would perhaps be sufficient to arouse the English 
people and their statesmen, so that thus he might be enabled 
to Carry out his designs in the interest of freedom. There- 
fore he left Texas, and the new practice of the law which he 
had built up. He left, too, a large fortune which he had 


accumulated, but which he was willing to lose or to devote: 


to this purpose. He went to England and sought there the 
aid which would enable him to make Texas, first, a free and 
independent country, and so finally to prepare it to become 
& free state of tlié great free United States of America. 

His reception in England was in many respeets highly 
gratifying. The prospects of success were for a time Very 
encouraging. It seemed asif the result he had iu view would 
at last be attained and that the state of Texas would be made 
a free state by the direct purchase of the slaves that were 
then within that state. 

The failure of the plan probably arose from the unexpected 
publicity which the scheme attained, contrary to his wish, 
by which the slaveholders were enabled to bring to bear 
against it a sentiment that is never appealed to in vain. The 
people of this country were made apprehensiv that there was 
being devised a direct interference and protectorate over 
Texas on the part of the English people and the English gov- 
ernment. Would they submit to bav Britain dictate to, or 
threaten, or control American interests? "That national jeal- 
ousy was appealed to, and was soon aflame. It was fostered 
by the slaveholding element, and at once throughout the 
country the word was passed that the state of Texas must 
never pass under British control, that no British protectorate 
should be extended over our neighboring state, and that Brit- 
ish money should not free her slaves. 

The Whig administration of Tyler (elected at least as Whig) 
was immediately controled by the interest of slavery to pre- 
vent such a result. The state of Texas was admitted to the 
Union under that proslavery influence, and thence came a 
change in our whole national conduct—thence, as the result 
of the efforts of this one man, came the first step toward the 
mightiest changes which hav since occurred in our national 
history. It was the admission of that state which compelled 
the Mexican war in the interest of slavery, in the interests of 
those who wished not only to make Texas a slave state, but 
to continue to extend the power of slavery until it should be- 
come the dominant influence on our continent. Thence came 
that Mexican war with its incidents of immense territorial 
conquests at its conclusion. Thence came the abrogation of 
that compromise line as to slavery between North and South; 
thence came the election of Lincoln; thence came the rebell- 
ion of the slaveholders; thence the great civil war, and, 
finally, the abolition of slavery not only in Texas but through- 
out the whole North Américan continent. 

Such results came as the final conclusion of simple steps 
taken originally by this man, and a few of his compeers, to 
save the state of Texas to freedom. Great hav been the 
events from small causes, but let us never, when we look at 
great events, forget the disinterestedness, the devotion to 
principle, the burning philanthropy, of him who single- 
handed against mobs and obloquy strove to save the great 
state of Texas to freedom and thereby in his failure ulti- 
mately brought about the salvation of the whole continent 
to liberty. Such was the result and ultimate consequences 
of his mission to England in 1843 after four years’ residence 
and practice of the law in 'Texas. 

Unable to return to the state which ought to hav honored 
him, he went back to his ancestral New England ; went back 
there under the influence of and devotion to the same senti- 
ments which had carried bim to old England. He deter- 


mined to devote himself primarily, after gaining his liveli-: 


hood, to the furthering of the great cause of liberty and the 
ultimate emancipation of the slave throughout the Union. 
He took the practical way of doing that. Instead of ap- 
pealing merely to sentiment and opinion as many did, he de- 
termined that there should be an appeal to politics. A 
“ Liberty party” upon that question was soon organized, and 
with such men as Elizur Wright, always his friend and com- 
peer, he helped to organize the activ political movement 
which should make the extension ot slavery and finally the 
existence of slavery a decided issue before our people. He 
was frequently selected as one of the orators in behalf of 
liberty. Especially on the memorable occasion when that 
favorit citizen of Massachusetts, Mr. Hoar, wus insulted and 
rejected from South Carolina, he was called upon to express 
in Faneuil Hall the sentimens of the liberty-loving people of 
New England upon this subject. On that occasion he spoke 
with the eloquence said to rival that of Wendell Phillips, in 
presenting the only practicable political method by which 
the slavery issue could be placed before the country, and by 
which ultimately the victory of freedom might be secured. 
He worked upon that task of political organization until 
the little Liberty party became transformed into the mighty 
Republican party which ultimately carried on the issue to 
political success, to a terrible war, and to a final victory. 
Such were the practical results of the temporal and phil- 
anthropic labors in which this early apostle of liberty and re- 
form was engaged with the noblest spirits of his time. But 
no sooner did the Republican party take up the subject than 
his prescient eye at once foretold its victory. He saw that 
the result could not be avoided, and though he sustained 
that party throughout the war, sustained it until the final 
victory had been attained, he felt that he had received even 
then a higher call in the service of the same great cause of 
reform, liberty, and philanthropy. It wasa call which told 


fare of politics or even that upon the field of battle, while he 
should take up the conflict removed to the higher field of 
ideas where it must ultimately be fought out; where the 
foundations at least must be laid of a still mightier change in 
the world’s history, a still mightier advance toward liberty, 
peace, and the welfare, than ever could be realized or attained 
in the ordinary course of political or military events. In 


other words, he found that he was called to an entire change : 


of life and purpose in the service of raz Hiensst, the god 
that he worshiped. ' 

While in England the early warnings of the necessity of 
this chauge of career from the temporal to the mental or 
spiritual world seem to hav become impressed upon his 
mind by the utility of the system of phonography which was 
then being introduced there by Isaac Pitman, a young Sweden- 
borgian, of that country. Mr. Andrews took up the scheme, 
and perceived its promis of utility; but that to secure its 
utility it needed a scientific basis. He had been all his life a 
devoted student of philology. He saw still further that the 
laws and principles of language as a science could be used to 
bring this device of phonetic writing to a degree of proficiency 
that would render it a practical art. 

He felt still further that the relations of harmony which 
prevailed in that system were but analogous renderings of the 
relations of harmony with which he had brought himself iuto 
contact by the study of one of the most remarkable men that 
had ever influenced the human race, Charles Fourier. This 
prophet had already risen above his horizon. Fourier's sys- 
tem of harmony, his demonstration that the major ills of the 


world might be removed if only there was an opportunity ` 


afforded to the intelligent and the enlightened part of the 
human race to expand into healthy action, had early attracted 


the attention of Mr. Andrews, and rendered him at once one . 


of his most devoted students, and finally one of his disciples. 

The system of phonography under Pitman had been justi- 
fied: by the science of language and placed upon a practical 
basis. The passional and social harmony of Fourier, he 
saw plainly was opening up a similar but far grander 
harmony in nature which must also hav its expression. A. 
philosophy which should be able to realize the dreams of 
Fourier and place them upon an intelligible scientific and 
practical basis for the future loomed up before him as a 
necessity. Fourier had placed upon his tombstone two re- 
markable sentences: (1) That the series should distribute 
the harmonies. (2) That attractions should be proportional 
to destinies. These words Mr. Andrews never forgot. ` They 
became the foundation stones of all his philosophy and 
social structure. It was his purpose to see if the prophetic 
yearning of Fourier might not be realized in a future which 
even he might hope to sce, if not with the eye of sense, at 
least with the eye of hope and prophecy. Human nature 
andall of its appetites and passions were essentially good, had 
their laws of healthy growth and development. Nota prison, 
but room, was needful for the step forward in social progress 
and morals. The theory and purpose of his life were en- 
larged by this view as by a new sun. Asa means of busi- 
ness and a benefit to himself and his friends, he improved 
and introduced Pitman’s system of phonography into this 
country. He transformed it into a system which we know 
as stenography, and which has become indispensable in the 
practice of law and the conduct of many of our learned pro- 
fessions, and in much of the business of life. His devotion 
to this art gathered around him as students such stenogra- 
phers as Boyle, as our late lamented friend Theron C. Leland, 
as Parkhurst, Underhill, Burr, and many others; some of 
whom are present. here to bear witness to the debt of grati- 
tude they owe to him professionally. At the last public 
meeting of the stenographers of this city, they, hearing of 
his sickness and of the probably near approach of death, 
passed a resolution expressing their devotion to him as the 
patron and pioneer of their art in this country; as the one 
who had placed their practical art upon the permanent basis 
of science. In that regard our country owes him a debt of 


gratitude which may now, when too late, be weighed and . 


recognized, but which was never paid. 

In the other hranch of that harmonious philosophy, the in- 
tellectual branch, he had still greater difficulty in obtaining 
any intelligent recognition. The position was such that few 
understood it or him. "Throughout the larger portion of bis 
life he labored under the difficulty of not having a sufficient 
force around him to understand the purpose or even the ob- 
ject for which he was striving. To the larger part of our 
people Mr. Andrews has ever remained a veiled prophet. 
Finally he came to acquiesce in that position as inevitable, 
and out of this mystery he derived sometimes no little amuse- 
ment. The veiled prophet enjoyed his secret. It is proper 
on this occasion, therefore, to intimate to you in some degree 
the very great difficulty, and thé very great importance, of 
tbe problem that he had undertaken, and possib!y to add a 
word as to his solution. 

At that time the state of philosophy presented itself to him 
very much in this wise: Upon the one hand there wus 
Fourier with a sublime prophecy of social regeneration and 
harmony, and with him, and following him, were à number 
of philosophies and influences generally Humanitarian, Social- 
istic, or Communistic in their character, and all dominated 
by mere sentiment, or by a very partial and incomplete knowl- 
edge of science, or of society, or of history, or, indeed, of any- 
thing which could form the solid basis of social reconstruc- 
tion. 


Afterwards, on the other hand, there came into view thé 
scientific school, with its foundation composed of a number 
of special objectiv sciences. That school formulated itself 
under the command and great organizing power of Auguste 
Comte into what is called the Positiv Philosophy, having the 
codrdination of the special sciences of physical science as 
its basis, and having finally imposed upon it by Comte a 
singularly abortiv attempt to restore the Catholic régime and 
church as its legitimate social outcome and result. To Mr. 
Andrews it appeared certain that both of these systems were 
incomplete, but invaluable as foundations. Upon either 
side lay powers which he saw were good, and which must 
inevitably become the foundations of a new and a mighty 
structure. Both of these were antagonistic to each other, 
and impossible to be harmonized by direct contact. It was 
thus impossible for them to become the foundations of a new 
and a complete social order unless they could be connected 
by a view of the world which should include them both as 
the columns of the arch of the future. Thus he sought to 
bring them both into conjunction, and make them the com- 
mon support of a new order. Upon the sentimental side 
Fourier presented a subjectiv view of the world, a grand ex- 
pression of human aspiration ; upon the objectiv side, repre- 
sented by the Positiv philosophy and Comte, there was a vast 
body of sciences of nature and of history, which, as objectiv 
truth, could in no wise be brougbt into barmony with the 
emotional human world of Fourier. The actual facts of the 


him that others might carry on to success the ordinary war-| world did violence to the nature and heart of man. The 


Their sentiments were their capital, and were in them- ` 
selvs praiseworthy and philanthropic in the highest degree. . 
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necessities of human nature required that man should not 
only be reconciled with the order of the world as Comte pro- 
posed, but also that there should be a reconciliation to senti- 
ment and its highest aspirations. Mr. Andrews therefore 
said that there must be of necessity between the two, science 
and emotion, à common world, not objectiv, not subjectiv 
purely, but containing the elements of both, which should be 
formed of the laws and analogies which could be applied to 
` both, and which should be in the highest sense the domain 
of the intellect, the science of sciences, abstracting and com- 
bining all the sciences into one ultimate unity and harmony. 
In other words, on the one side there was the '* Naturismus,” 
or the.simple and natural order of sensation. On the other 
side there was an ‘‘Artismus,” or a sentimental and practical 
order such as man wanted, and such as Fourier dreamed of. 
These were the two sides or columns which had been reared 
by these mighty influences of science and heart, and these 
mighty men, Comte and Fourier, their representativs. It 
was necessary that an arch should be thrown over these 
columns joining them as one completed, solid whole; that a 
key-stone of pure science and pure intellect should bind the 
two together into one arch of strength, harmony, and beauty. 
in other words neither the mere objectiv sciences of Comte, 
nor the mere subjectiv imaginings, and fancies, and hopes of 
Fourier could ever berealized or harmonized unless the Natur- 
ismus on the one side, answering to the Artismus on the 
other, should culminate into the ** Scientismus," which should 
arch-like combine and raise over both common laws of intel- 
lect and thus hold together, sustain, complete, and fulfil the 
special laws of each. 

Mr. Andrews’s purpose, therefore, was to complete the 
view of the world which should become the basis of the new 
‘social order. The object of his life thenceforward was to 
accomplish all which that purpose required. He was in the 
world to rear that mighty arch. To achieve its realization 
he would sacrifice anything and everything. He would be 
the great intellect of the age which should solve the great 
differences which lie between crude nature and angelic man 
by placing between the two a pure logic of the world, that 
divine logos, of which man had dreamed of old. He would 
be the last, because the complete, realist, reconciling the ab- 
stract with the nouminal and the phenomenal. Thus would 
arise an Integral, Universal philosophy upon which the 
whole advanced human world should stand and be able to 
grasp nature intelligently on one hand, and to build all need- 
ful human institutions and social order on the other. Thus 
man and the world would be bound together by a mighty 
logic which should culminate and sustain all as parts of the 
harmonious universe. That power of unitizing thought he 
had realized—that was the problem which he felt he saw more 
clearly than any other thinker had ever done. That scheme 

' he thought he ought to realize in fact as he was the first to 
realize it in intellect. He was subordinated thenceforth to 
his ** Universology." as at once the highest science and art. 
He was one of the few Americans who hav made Philosophy 
a business and lived for it and by it. The practice of his 
profession was abandoned, and with it the desire for 
wealth. Since his return from England he had again ac- 
quired sufficient property to make him what would be 
called a rich man in the community in which he lived. 
That was again freely sacrificed to his ideal. That one thing 
to him must be realized; this logic, this dream of the com- 
munity of the world, of nature, and of man. Ile went on 
year after year devoting time, talents, life, to this grand pur- 
pose through misunderstanding, through good and evil 
report, through want and humiliations, until finally the 
dream became a system so clear to him that others began to 
see it—finally disciples began to gather around him, and then 
his great works took shape and form. He put out in 1851, in 
conjuntion with Josiah Warren, his ‘“ Science of Society,” an 
epoch-making work which should now be reprinted. Finally, 
the * Basic Outline of Universology," a large work of 900 
pages, becamea fact; book after book, pamphlet after pam- 
phiet, tract, essay, article, educated gradually a'small circle up 
to the capacity of having some idea, some apprehension, if nót 
comprehension, of his mighty mind and purpose. He con- 
tinued at his labor for thirty years—indeed, until the day 
before his death, for his brain was the last thing of him that 
died. His last work was to dictate, or rather intimate, to 
his amanuensis à change of a few words in the title of his 
Dictionary of Alwato—which one day, let us hope, will see 
the light. Then his testimony of a life's devotion was com- 
plete, and with a smile of recognition to his devoted attend- 
ants, as if an expression of the harmony of the world he had 
always proclaimed, he gladly sank to the rest he had so 
nobly earned. 

What was the value of his life-work ? It may take ages to 
tell. We are in no position now to realize it. Think of it 
once as the intellectual solution of the world based upon the 
highest science and emotion. 

In the second part of Goethe’s ** Faust,” the master pocm 
of the world, the same difficulty, the same intellectual prob- 
lem, appeared to its wonderful author. He sought to inti- 
mate its solution by poetical artitice and allegory. He 
makes his hero say that only by going through the forms of 
` things by pure, clear intellect, back to z£s original forms of 
thought—back to what he calls * the Mothers” of all con- 
ceptions, which are absolute, eternally independent of time 
and space, back to these idola of things that were, and are, 
and are to be; back to these inchoate, uncreated forms of 
` Being, absolute and eternal, could there be a trne basis of the 
logie which shall comprehend all nature and all art, and be 
the ultimate and final solution of all the conceptions and emo- 
tions of man, and also of the laws, principles, and analogies 
of the world about him. : 

Only through such a first philosophy could there be any 
final solution of the world around us, and of the high hopes 
that we indulge. The object of this philosophy was to 
gather into one conspectus those fundamental truths, those 
original forms of thirgs and ideas, by which he would hold 
in his hand the key of the universe itself; by which he would 
think the thoughts of God as God would think them through. 
out all time if he were a person; by which he would become 
in his intellect the divine Logos itself, living with God, a 
part of the Godhead, without which nothing was made or 
could be made, which shone through him sometimes as if 
he were transparent intelligence, through which passed all 
me grcat fundamental forms and thoughts of the world 
itself. : 

We were accustomed to call our distinguished friend the 
American Hegel, for that great thinker of the world had pre- 
ceded him in a similar attempt to construct a logic of pure 
Bciug. All great intellects meet with this same problem. 
The glory of an age or of a civilization. is measured by the 
degree in which they approach its solution. The glory of 
the world is in proportion to the mind of man that rises to a 
clearer and clearer harmony with this conception of the divine 
Logos of the world. 'That harmony can only arise from the 


intelligence which can comprehend more and more of that 
: i 


"Destinies and attractions should be proportional. 


mighty order by which we are surrounded, and which is in- 
terpreted in these primal conceptions. 

It was the privilege of Mr. Andrews to carry out further 
than ever had been done before this unity by a logic tested 


and corrected by science. Hitherto, in the hands of Sweden-. 


borg, Fourier, and even Hegel, this logic, after leaving 
mathematics, had been a matter of vague analogies. His ob- 
ject was to found upon mathematics, then build upon science, 
and then use analogies as practical means of unity in life. 
He designed to take this same high conception of analogies, 
to purify it, to render it clear by bringing to bear on it all of 
the objectiv results of science, so that even analogies could 
be tested, and the results for justice and harmony in the art- 
world—the world of practical and social life—could be in- 
creased a hundredfold and more. He knew that thé great 
works which he has left, some of which hav been published, 
and others of which we may hope soon will see the light, would 
in that way be sooner or later the greatest blessing he could 
confer upon his race. For it must be borne in mind that his 
system and views hav never had a complete or adequate 
public expression. What will be the result of that mighty 
effort it is now.too soon to predict. It is certain, however, 
that in the line which he has taken, and probably by his own 
efforts, the result will be one of incalculable beneficence. 
The harmony, justice, and welfare which has been predicted 
will be in some way realized. The flattering promises which 
hav beguiled the philanthropists of the past will become 
practical measures realizable in the hands of practical phi- 
lanthropists and statesmen in the future. 

We hav seen, by way of illustration, the great benefit that 
he conferred on the world in the study of lingual science and 
the application of its law of harmony to phonography. In 
another branch of language he carried up the idea of the 
meaning of the tones of the human voice into a scientific and 
accurate expression. Thus his philosophy begot a language 
which should be the common language of our higher 
thoughts and their finer distinctions. Thus the logical prop- 
erties of the abstract or metaphysical elements, which hav 
hitherto been unable to find expression, by reason of the in- 
completeness of any human mode of expression, come out 
with marvelous distinctness. That language of pure intelli- 
gence he called the Alwato, and of that he has left a diction- 
ary carrying up the conceptions of a pure logic of the mind 
toa degree of certainty which may be of practical utility 
should human philosophy ever seriously attempt to clear up 
the Babel of human speech. 

In general science he has also classified all the special sciences 
in a manner supplementing and completing that of Comte, 
and has thereby rendered an incalculable service to the or- 
derly conception of the world. In the practical application 
of laws and analogies in the arts he has applied the laws of 
harmony, ranging from astronomy to music, so that the spe- 
cial advocates and teachers of those sciences turn to him 
with the grateful admission that he has thrown light of the 
greatest value upon their several domains. 

Particularly in the science and art of civil and social law, 
following up the ideas that I hav referred to as coming orig- 
inally from the Roman civil law, our systems of jurispru- 
dence and republican politics will receive suggestions of the 

reatest value from his phliosophy of inclusion and harmoniz- 
ing of hitherto discordant elements. Social order, government, 
politics, become the ultimate of all modern philosophical 
efforts. Through multitudes are already running the prob- 
lems which dwelt years ago in his mind as to the great object 
of his life, and the importance of which nerved him to his 
task of harassing toil and self-denial. Our new social senti- 
ments destined to culminate in a new social régime are 
largely due to the conception which he more than any other 
philosopher took into his mind and spent years in promul- 
gating. The individuality which was dreamed of by Fourier, 
and the integral order of all our social elements, which 
was the dream of Auguste Comte, he at last succeeded in 
uniting. Between these two he has placcd the law of con- 
tinuous social evolution: the higher. the integration, the 
finer the differentiation. The greater the multiplicity, the 
higher the unity.’ Thus he has answered the problems 
placed upon the tomb of Fourier in the ever memorable 
words: (1) The series should distribute the harmonies. (2) 
Upon Mr. 
Andrews’s toinb might well be placed his answer to these 
problems and prophecies of Fourier thus: 

(1) The laws of the series are the complements and ana- 
logs of each other, and thus unitary. 

(2) The destinies are the parts of a higher and ever inte- 
grating attraction, and thus integral. . 

That attractions can be proportional to destinies, and that 
destinies can be to attractions, results from the higher unity 
which needs and includes all of the conditions and aspirations 
of life as one harmonious whole. ‘‘ It takes all sorts to make 
a world" is à maxim common enough. But it is the grandest 
philosophy which can keep one sori or class from ruling out 
the others. A philosophy grand and broad enough to do that 
was his Universology; that is, a solution of the whole universe 
in which each of the sorts are placed where they belong, are 
shown to hav their rights, their duties, their proper sustain- 
ing order, where they belong. In that way the law of evolu- 
tion receives its tinal vindication and all our parts become 
united parts of one great harmonious movement which, when 
recognized, givs order and peace and progress. Such a phi- 
losophy the whole world will in time be able to realize as a 
blessing in its very conception. Under its inspiration that 
ideal heaven which we hav all been religiously throwing 
above us beyond the skies may become a reality. 

That theory of unity of diversities yon may partially grasp 
by this illustration. When our country started out we were 
but thirteen struggling colonies, each quite diverse from the 
other. By their necessities they were compelled to be 
united into a confederacy, but further necessity compelled 
them to become consolidated into a union as a national gov- 
ernment. Since then our progress has been comparativly 
onward, ever broadening and strengthening notwithstanding 
all the obstacles that hav been thrown around us, but still 
each state has its diversities respected by all and contributing 
to an ever stronger federativ unity. 

Thus when you take hold of the several sciences, the sev- 
eral departments of art, the several classes or rclations of 
society, each by and for itself can produce anarchy only. 
The relations of each to all or to each other are at first but 
slightly comprehended. In his philosophy and view of evo- 
lution all of these discordant elements of nature, all of the 
socially contrasting and conflicting elements, are brought into 
a harmony in which each wit] sustain the other necessarily 
as à Condition of its own interest and duty. Its own life and 
welfare is seen to be involved in so doing. Thus he has 
called his philosophy Universology in science, or Integralism 
in social organization. The complete unity in peace and 
harmony is the result of the philosophical ordering of our 
ideas, our sentiments, and o£ our efforts in one great law 
of social unity. 


The law of evolution foretells with certainty the final 
triumph of these views. All the social and internecine war 
and slaughter which now exist in embryo can be averted 
only by reconciliation from a higher point of view. The 
recognition of each other by contending elements and the 
resultant justice can never otherwise be attained. A mere 
scramble of competitiv selfish interests without the control 
of some paramount idea or motiv will surely make a hell 
instead of a heaven on earth. Never on any principles of 
mere selfishness, without any idea of order, or light, or rea- 
son, can there be peace or harmony, for there can be no 
justice among mankind without coórdination and consequent 
cooperation. 

He, the prophet of this higher social order, saw all this 
clearly, and seeing the danger, he spent his life to get views 
before the world which should base the higher sentiments of 
man on a solid foundation of science, the solid order of the 
world around us. He based social order upon the objectiv 
order of the world by means of the logic of human ideas inev- 
itable in the nature of things and in mankind itself. 

Let me read to you a few words from the latter part of his 
great work, ‘The Basic Outline of Universology,” chiefly 
because I fear that as this audience departs, no part of the 
immortality of this man will abide with you unless from this 
moment you hav some conception of his high purpose in his 
own words. I read from his *' Basic Outline of Universol- 
ogy,” §§ 1,111-1,123. ‘Both of the orders,” he says—that 
is, the order of nature and the logical order of ideas—‘‘ are 
essential to any completeness of theory, first in their opposit- 
ness and difference, and finally in their reconciliation, har- 
mony, and coóperation, and thus they are supplementary to 
each other. To supply the philosophical ground of this com- 
plex unity is the office of Integralism." Such was his name 
for his philosophy upon its practical side. 

“ This ultimate conciliation of contraries is the universal 
type of harmony, The diverse views which are entertained, 
for example, by different minds upon the being and nature of 
God or the supreme governing potency of creation, and the 
administration of the universe of being, are destined through 


Universology to similar adjustment. . The devout Catholic, 


the orthodox Baptist or Quaker, and the conscientious 
Atheist will shake hands with each other, and find a new 
and intense bond of unity in their very differences. Each 
will come to know and willlove to recognize that the other 
has wrought with an echoing fidelity to his own, in another 
department merely of the grand fabrication of the whole 
armory of truth. The universe of fact and principle was 
simply too large, and the aspects of truth too multifarious, to 
be mastered by the infancy of man. The new catholicity of 
the adult age of the race can alone compass them. The grand 
reconciliation, the crowning harmony of humanity, could 
only be led in by the radical discovery of the unity of all 
intellectual conceptions." 

And he wouldsay that unity of intellectual conceptions could 
arise only as the result of a logic which can giv unity to those 
conceptions and the order of them, independent of mere 
phenomena or mere aspirations. In other words, the pure 
world of intellect, the pure world of logic, of mathematics, 
which he made the foundation of his theory and his life 
scheme, was essential to achieve the results for which the 
ages hav striven. He proceeds: 

“It is this radical revolutionary reconciliation of every 
question of doctrin, moral, sociological, and theological, to 
which the world is now summoned by the positiv discovery 
of a proper science of sciences, the science of the universe 
itself. ‘The power in the new ideas for ultimate ‘conviction 
is simply irresistible. The new catholicity will rapidly pre- 
vail. Integralism will replace partialism. here remains 
no question as to it but the question of time." 

Notice the sublime faith of this man. “If,” he says, 
"three hundred years hav more than sufficed to reverse or 
modify the wbole current of opinion with intelligent human- 
ity upon the tlieory of the world's structure, now, with the 
accelerated progress of events in the mental evolution of the 
race, three tens of years should more than sufice to accom- 
plish this reversal for all doctrinal beliefs and opinions. 
Every grand aspect of thought will be scientifically defined, 
and the sense in which it is tenable wil be precisely illus- 
trated in the mental world.” | In other words, we shall hav a 
philosophy large enough to include all differences of science 
and religion as harmonious parts of one whole science and 
one whole religion or organization of the human race. 

* Harmony will thus grow ont of dissension and discord ; 
clearness and ineffable beauty out of mystical dogmas and 
doctrinal confusion. The most stupendous composit 
variety will be substituted for the central undeveloped unity— 
as for instance, of the old Catholics on the one hand, and the 
divergent isolation of individual centers, like that of Protest- 
antism, on the other. Each will surrender the vicious aspira- 
tion to be the whole for the better honor of being a constit- 
uent entity of the Infinit Republic of Truth and Goodness— 
organized and orderly operation in all the affairs of man- 
kind." Thus he adds: 

“The New Jerusalem, the Holy City, will hav descended. 
The day of judgment will hav virtually come. For then all 
shall be justly judged and rewarded, and put in their proper 
places. The books will hav been opened. The judgment 
will hav been executed. "The final restitution of all things 
will hav been accomplished. The grand reconciliation will 
hav been effected." For each will see that their duty consists 
in taking and filling the places in the order of the world to 
which, by the nature and logic of the world itself, they are 
assigned. Such is the highest, the completest, philosophy 
that mankind has yet achieved. 

To carry that ideal out was to him the highest duty and 
the highest privilege of life. The announcement of this phi- 
losophy of reconciliation, not only as science, as Comte put 
it; not only as sentiment, as Fourier put it, but as the result 
of a logic which has inclosed the whole world as a part of 
itself, is the final resultant of the progress of mankind to this 
hour. Its practical achievement will be the realization of 
heaven upon earth in a tangible, practical, progressiv form. 
From his bed of sickness he issued a number of tracts insti- 
tuting a ‘‘ Universal Church of the New Order,” which 
should federate aud include elements hitherto irreconcilable, 
as necessary parts of the higher integration working for the 
welfare of each member and of the race at large. ‘Then the 
pen fell from his hand and his work was done! 

How shall we say, then, that this is an occasion for mere 
grief? Let us rejoice as upon the cve of a combat which can 
end in none other than victory. Let those whom he has in- 
structed—let the little band of devoted disciples, far larger 
than the band that once gathered around him who is said to 
hav spoken on the mountains of Galilee, inspired with 
a higher faith than at that age of the world was possible 
or conceivable, inspired by the higher faith of this age, 
stand by the memory and the doctrins of him who 
taught them to think and to aspire; stand by them until 
they become the seed which shall spread throughout the 
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world and be recognized as the leaven of a new social 
life. Let them become the harbingers of hope to millions as 
now to hundreds. It is ouly the working for such purposes 
that can make this life a blessing and a glory. Such are the 
hopes that bring heaven near and make it real. Such are the 
presagings of immortality which extend the immortality of 
earth into ages and infinities unknown. 

But those who stood near and very dear to him-—what is 
their consolation? Let them continue his life in the glorious 
hopes and efforts which he developed. Let them be con- 
soled by their faithful service to one worthy of their sleepless 
toil. Let them not forget that we sympathize with them in 
their personal loss. To us he was the philosopher; to them, 


a father and a friend. In domestic circles he was largely the’ 


impersonation of love. We knew him in the arena as a 
gladiator in intellectual contests, as a victor sometimes 
almost merciless in his excoriation of the time-serving, the 
mean, the contemptible, the bigoted, the contracted. Bunt 
let us not forget that there was an inner circle who wor- 
shiped him as one who with wisdom had. guided their lives, 
who had understood their sorrows, and turned even into a 
kind of pleasure the misfortunes of our common fate. Nor 
let us forget that what was true of him individually is true 
of his mighty doctrin. It is itself intellectnally a logic, cold 
as steel, merciless as law. It is emotionally tender as a 
woman or a child, melting over the afflictions and miserics 
of mankind. Indeed,it was those very miseries of hümanity 
which became the mainspring which moved thc intellect to 
find some relief or consolation against the fatalities of nat- 
ure, and the miseries man ignorantly inflicts on man. Thus 
let those around him and nearcr to him receive our sympathy 
as a part of their reward. Let them know of our apprecia- 
tion for what they hav done for him in his years of illness. 
To Aer tenderly nursing bim, night and day, let, as some rec- 
ognition, your gratitude go out freely now. 

Thus has been completed a noble life, a life the traces of 
which we may well say shall not soon vanish in the depths 
of the ages. For, the effects of it hav become already a part 
of the great world. Its circles, as time goes on, must enlarge 
from year to year. Let us be grateful and thankful that this 
man has been destined to raise the whole community up toa 
higher life. Let us rise to that life ourselvs, and thus hav, 
what he could not hav as be deserved, for want of time or 
means, & foretaste of the immortality that remains on earth 
as the result of man's beneficence and love. To earth then 
with the form that belongs to the Mother Earth—to the Im- 
mortals with their own—the power which is rational, im- 
mortal, and deathless; the power which shall liv forever 
honored througbout all the spheres. "Tous belongs the soul, 
to be garnered now and treasured, and sowed again and again 
until the harvesters shall reap from this life afar through 
the depths of time blessings to millions yet to be. 

Therefore we say, Farewell! Farewell to earthly life and 
love, the precursors and the earnest, the first steps, of the life 
immortal. In that higher life we bid thee Hail! as a star to 
enlighten, guide, and console evermore. 


REMARKS BY DR. GEORGE W. SAMSON, 
PRESIDENT OF RUTGERS COLLEGE. 

lam here, my friends, from regard to our departed friend 

and brother, simply to call your attention for two or three 
' moments to some of the last developments of character on 
tbe part of our friend. i 

Iam at home with you, gentlemen and ladies, and hay 
been ever. since, in the winters of 1871 and 1872, I met our 
noble friend in your circle, and immediately it flashed upon 
me: Here at last is the Grecian Socrates; and now his little 
tract, No. 2, put in my hand, reveals an added character. 
He was not understood fully. Read Plato’s Dialogs, five 
volumes in Bohn's Classical Library, and how one feels that 
be does not fathom the thought of Socrates! And yet that 
thought was at the foundation of the Roman law, to which 
my friend, Mr. Wakeman, has referred. He was not appre- 
ciated, he was murdered. But it was the doctrins of that 
man that lived in Aristotle and in the Roman civillaw, which 
Chancellor Kent indicates bas been so largely incorporated 
into New York’s commercial statutes. Read Cicero and you 
will see this fact. 

Just one word in reference to the character of Mr. An- 
drews. He was intellectual ; this you feel, but the moment 
that his eye fell upon you you saw no sarcasm, no bitterness. 
He listened to every one that spoke, and took in all that was 
said; it fell into its place in his thought, and when be arose 
to speak, you saw the master-spirit. The greatness of Wash- 
ington was, we are told, that he appreciated every one of his 
men, and their thought culminated in his final decisions. 

I can not dwell on all his merits and virtues. Never shall 
I forget his visits to my house at the time when he organized 
the '* Colloquium," and urged the influence for good which 
he hoped it wouldexert. He felt, '*Hereare themen whoare 
in the Hebrew and the Christian churches. They are ruling 
to a large extent the population.” ` My friends, you hav a 
deeper mission. The Christian church is not reaching the 
thinking, scientific, philosophic element that comes from the 
old world. The churches cannot reach it. We are reach- 
ing the moving mass, but you are reaching the deep thought. 
How I hav felt it when I hav been talking to that man, and 
the responsibility that rests upon this band that are with him. 
You can giv shape to thought, and I pray God that you may 
doit. I seem when I meet you as if I were sitting at the 
feet of my grandfather. He preceded Mr. Andrews in his 
gran l crusade. I remember as if it were yesterday, when a 
little bit of a boy, his taking me upon his knee, talking of his 
views and hopes, giving me the means which permitted a 
thorough education at home and abroad, and opened thus 
the sphere which I hav tried (as a friend before me, Dr. 
Lambert, well knows) in the city of Washington to fill. 

Never shall I forget all the discussions from 1841 after tlic 
death of General Harrison, to which my friend, Mr. Wake- 
maù; has referred. Sam Houston sat in my congregation 
texelve years; and when the break came he stood like a rock. 
5 ippreciated the Connecticut men who at Santa Anna’s 

invitation went down and commenced the movement, when 
Mexico had declared for emancipation, trusting to be sus- 
tained by them. "These men áfterward General Houston 
appreciated, standing by them to. the very last, even up to 
the war of secession. You don’t know his history, but you 
will find it in the volume of his life now published by Lip- 
pincott. 

And now, in reference to that other matter, I would that I 
had time to dwell upon it. Just read these tracts, my 
friends, and you will see how that mind of Mr. Andrews 
sought to inspire the Christian church. Don’t fling us off. 
Stand by us; we hav the brogder mission. You hav a deeper 
one. .We will reach the mass of the people. There is no 
question of that; for religion, my dear friends, is reconciled 
philosophy. It comes out in these tracts of our brother—that 
great law, “Thy shalt love thy God,” not somebody else’s 

od. The divine power you recognize—love him! love 


him! And then, my dear friends, when that comes to pass, 
however different our ideas of doctrin and duty, when we 
love the Lord our God with all our heart and mind, your per- 
sonal God in the environment with which he is surrounded 
each of us—then we are sure we shall learn to love our neigh- 
bor as ourselvs. i 

That is the point, and I say it from the very depths of my 
heart. Ilook for great things from this man. We are rely- 
ing on the grand old philosopher whose language and ideas, 
mingling the thought of Socrates and the spirit of Jesus, will 
yet enter into a system of law grander than that of Rome. 


The Deserving Dead. 
E. C. Waiker in Lucifer. . 

Stephen Pearl Andrews has gone out on the sea of silence 
and of memory. Possessing more and better b-ains than 
most other men, he used them in the service of humanity, 
and to-day his grave should be tear-wet and flower-covered. 
But he is nnknown outside of a small circle of earnest re- 
formers, the American people hav not beard of him and 
could not appreciate him if they had. He was neither a 
gold-getter, a military chieftain, nor a rascally politician. 
Hence they giv monuments and monumental lies to the 
memory of the Garfields and the Grants, and leave the 
Wrights and the Andrews to forgetfulness. 

The other day Isaw a car upon the Northwestern road 
which was loaded with flowers sent by citizens of California, 
to deck the grave of General Grant in Riverside Park on 
Decoration Day. There were said to be twelve hundred 
calla lilies alone in this floral offering for the tomb of the 
successful soldier of war. Would one of these hav been laid 
by its donor upon the bier of the successful soldier of amity, 
education, and brotherhood, Stephen Pearl Andrews? 

O my countrymen! giv Grant the cypress and the weep- 


ing willow, for he planted them thickly in the West and in 

the East, but for Stephen Pearl Andrews bring the roses and 

the oak leaves, the lilies and the laurels. He merits them all. 
——— $$. — ————— 


Chieago Seeular News. 


The Secular Union was treated to a highly inter- 
esting and instructiv scientific lecture last Sunday 
evening, by Dr. S. V. Clevenger, on the “ Origin of 
Man,” who illustrated his points by diagrams. It is 
useless to attempt a synopsis, but I would merely 
say that it was as thorough an exposition of the 
Darwinian theory as could be crowded into an hows 
discourse. Dr. Clevenger is one of our leading phy- 
sicians, and the author of a work on “ Psychology,” 
which, I am informed, is considered an authority by 
his profession. The doctor was called by the state, 
last week, to testify, as an expert on mental phenom- 
ena, in the Dacey murder trial, who is arraigned for 
the killing of Alderman Gaynor. The following 
shows that the church has not lost all its venom, and 
describes the scene in court on the morning of 
June 2d: 


At the opening of court after recess Dr. S. V. Clevenger 
was called to the stand and sworn. 

“ Theres a question bere," said Judge Murphy, ‘‘as to 
this man’s Infidelity. J am told he is an Infidel and has no 
regard for an oath. I would like to know abont it." 

To the court and Mr. Mills Dr. Clevenger said he consid- 
ered an oath binding upon him to tell the truth “under 
pains and penalties of the penitentiary.” 

** Yes, so far às the penitentiary is concerned," exclaimed 
Judge Murphy, addressing the court, ** but how is it as to 
his accountability to God? If be doesn’t believein a God, to 
whom he is accountable after death, he is not competent as a 
witness.” 

“ Is that in the Constitution of the United States?" asked 
Dr. Clevenger. 

“Iam not talking to you. When J want you to say any- 
thing I will notify you,” replied Judge Murphy, sharply. 

Dr. Clevenger was withdrawn from the stand while author- 
ities could be procured to throw light on the question of his 
competeacy as a witness. 

In the afternoon, however, Dr. Clevenger was re- 
called, and the question of his competency was argued. 
The court finally decided that as the constitution 
specified that no man should be denied any right, 
privilege, or capacity by reason of his religious 
opinions, the doctor might take the stand. Dr. 
Clevenger then explained that he was neither an 
Atheist nor an Infidel, but an Agnostic. His testi- 
mony covered substantially the same ground as that 
of other experts, and was equally strong in tending 
to show that Dacey is sane. 

Our ex-secretary, Ella Le Page, has been danger- 
ously ill for two weeks and nothing but the most as- 
siduous and intelligent attention such as her mother, 
Mrs. Freeman, can giv, has saved her to her family 
and tous. A pious lady friend told me yesterday, 
that though I regarded such things with contempt 
she was going to pray for the recovery of Mrs. Free- 
man's daughter. I begged her not to attempt it, if 
she did not wish to make her worse, as I thought 
Garfield was killed by so much prayer. Whether she 
prayed or not, the patient was much worse a few 
hours ago; if good wishes could make her well she 
would never know a day of sickness. 

The grand jury hav indicted most of the Anarch- 
ists on several counts, several of them for murder. 
Capt. W. P. Black has accepted the position of lead- 
ing counsel, although regretting his inexperience in 
criminal practice. Captain Black is one of nature’s no- 
blemen, and when everyone shrank from the odium 
which must attach to one who demanded justice for 
“even an Anarchist, he cheerfully and readily accepted. 
If he wins the case it cannot add to his popularity 
nor to his ‘practice ; but, careless of consequences, he 
gladly accepts odium in defense of what he deems 
the right—the noblest trait in humanity. Mr. 
Brack is a brother of Gen. John C. Black, our pension 
commissioner, serving as captain in the same regi- 
ment. He has lectured twice for our League, and un- 


der the auspices of the League his last lecture on 
“Russia and Nihilism” was published. Mr. Black, 
only a few years ago, was a leading Presbyterian, but 
left on account of his heretical differences; but we 
must giv him time to grow, as he is doing rapidly, 
into the broader field of Liberalism. 

We think of continuing our meetings right. along, 
as the interest seems undiminished and the weather 
thus far has not been oppressiv. 

Mr. J. W. Howe is making a splendid record as 
treasurer, and as an enthusiastic member. As a re- 
cording secretary Mrs. Freeman surpasses all her 
predecessors, and if a person gets in in time to hear 
the minutes, they get the whole benefit of the pre- 
ceding night’s lecture and debate, reported with a 
patience and accuracy quite astounding. 

I see you are hitting on the bigotry of the order of 
Knights of Labor. All I can say is that your criti- 
cisms are just. Some years ago I was the chairman 
of its Executiv Board, and at that time it was as near 
an appendage of the Roman Catholic church as any 
organization could well be. Certain expressions were 
inserted in the secret work of the order in conformity 
with the demands of the priesthood, to my certain 
knowledge, and because I fought all that sort of thing 
continually I found it eventually more comfortable to 
remain out of the order than to mix with such 
“brothers.” Perhaps I was hasty in leaving, as the 
very next session the order adopted a much more 
liberal policy. However, I had the pleasure to put 
in some of its reformatory work. I wrote the reso- 
lution which demanded that women be allowed to 
organize on the same basis as that of men. 

Personally, I hav had a good opinion of T. V. 
Powderly as to his integrity, with whom I was brought 
into intimate relations, but always deplored his love 
for the church of oppression. At the convention held 
in Pittsburgh in 1880, when talking in the hotel, I 
asked him this pointed question, “If the order [mean- 
ing the Knights of Labor] should demand of you to 
do a certain thing, and the chureh [meaning the 
Catholic church] should demand that you do some- 
thing quite opposit, which would you obey?” With- 
out hesitancy Mr. Powderly answered, “I should 
obey the church." You can imagin what confidence 
I could feel in the order after that. 

Whenever I find the monopolistic press—the press 
which livs on political jobbery—praising any man 
connected with a vital reform movement, I generally 
conclude that it is high time for that particular 
reform to drop him. Powderly has been receiving 
too much praise of late from journals of this class, 
the avowed enemies of labor and liberty, to seem to 
be doing his whole duty by them. He may hav done 
nothing unusual to merit their praise, but it is seldom 
a true man ever gets it, and their praise will excite a 
proportionate suspicion, and is unfortunate for him. 


CURRENT TOPICS. 


A great hubbub has been raised by the G. A. R. 
against Superintendent Guinea’s refusal to allow a 
post chaplain to perform certain Decoration Day 
services at the grave of Colonel Mulligan in Calvary 
cemetery, on the ground that none but Catholic 
priests are permitted to pray within the premises. 
The superintendent was doubtless following his in- 
structions, but is likely to be made a seapegoat of by 
his church for being indiscreet. A priest acknowl- 
edges that the church cannot afford the impression 
to go abroad that it objects to any one praying in 
Calvary cemetery. 

Whether it can afford it or not, those are the rules. 
Even the Catholic church feels quite uncomfortable 
when brought face to face with the palpable evidence 
of its own bigotry. Most of you hav read of the 
desperation of despair with which the women of 
Cummings, Ill., fought against the removal of the 
nails made by non-union men who took the places óf 
of their husbands and fathers. From the lengthy 
article in last evenings’s Muil I make this brief 
extract: 

When the attempt was made to move the cars Captain 
Hunt's sixty officers experienced greater difficulty with the 
enemy than if they had been men armed with shot-guns. 
Women perched upon the cowcatcher of the engin, appeal- 
ing to the railroad men and begging the police. — 

‘You're taking the bread out of the mouths of my hungry 
children,” said one. 

“Strike me with your club! 
another. 

“ I've only one time to die,” said athin, pale-faced, hollow- 
chested woman, who, with a baby in her arms, attempted to 
throw herself on the track before the moving engin. 

** What do you mean?" shouted an officer, as he grabbed 
her just in time. 

“ I mean that I might as well die that way as starve to 
death," she screamed. ‘I’m living on corn meal and water 
now, and beg that from door to door. Oh, I want to die!” 
and she struggled to get back to the engin as the policeman 
pushed her away from the tracks. : 

** You see how it is," the considerate captain remarked. 
“ If they were men we could club them and giv vent to our 
feclings by calling them something, but they are women, and 
what can a man do!” 

Is not this a terrible disgrace to a land of plenty? _ 
These poor creatures were finally overcome, and the 
nails moved. Monopoly, as usual, triumphant! In 
the same paper a lengthy article describes the pomp 
and magnificence with which the Union League are 


Kill me!” wildly exclaimed 
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to formally open their new one-hundred-and-seventy- 
five-thousand-dollar structure by a banquet. The pri- 
mary object of the Union League is to encourage and 
promote by moral, social, and political influence, loyalty 
to the government, and to defend and protect the in- 
tegrity and perpetuity of the nation. Thisis supposed 
to be a government of free institutions. Freedom 
without bread is a mere mockery, so that Cummings 
affair should be a prominent topic for the Union 
League. I am afraid that the league is more liable to 
confine its efforts for the perpetuity of free institu- 
tions to donations to build more armories or clamors 
for more police. 

The Chicago Herald, in a leading editorial a few 
days ago, cited the case of United States Senator 
Van Wyck, of Nebraska, who alone in that body 
seems to oppose all political jobs to the detriment of 
the producers of his state ; who is a zealous advocate 
of forfeiting unearned land grants to railroads; who 
fights subsidies and in his own way creates a vast 
deal of trouble for the monopolists. Still he is worse 
abused at home than on Wall street. The principal 
organs of his own party call him “old crazy horse," 
an ignoramus, an incompetent old crank. Had he 
feathered his nest he would hav been heralded as a 
man of wonderful mental development, but honesty 
is a fatal path for political distinction. Progress is 
inevitable, yet little change is found from one genera- 
tion to another. And it’s the same the world over. 

More than one hundred years ago Adam Smith wrote of 
the situation in Great Britain: ‘‘The member of Parliament 
who supports every proposal for strengthening monopoly is 
sure to acquire great distinction for understanding trade, 
and also great popularity and influence with an order of men 
whose numbers and wealth render them of great importance. 
If he opposes them, on the contrary, and still more, if he 
hav authority enough to be able to thwart them, neither the 
most acknowledged probity nor the highest rank, nor the 
greatest public services can protect him from the most in- 
famous abuse and detraction, from personal insults, nor 
sometimes from real danger arising from the influence of 
furious and disappointed monopolists." 

There is little change in à hundred years. The 
majority of the United States Senate are representa- 
tivs of boodle instead of brains. 

In a lecture at the Belgian Academy by M. Willems 
there is an interesting reference to the elections of 
Pompeii (pom-pa-ya). Placards are still to be seen 
painted upon the walls or incrusted in the plaster. 
According to these ancient posters, the candidates 
possessed all the gifts and virtues common to 
the officials of the present day. Their talents 
and virtues. are extolled in tall characters of 
many colors, and some of them are strongly 
recommended to the voters of Pompeii by the faith- 
ful followers of the church of Venus. The members 
of other persuasions also appear to hav had their 
candidates. In fact, the notices all go to show that 
religion and politics were badly mixed a few years 
ago in Pompeii. 

- Those persecuted friends of freedom, the Jesuits, 
. in Rome hav purchased the colossal Constanzi Hotel, 
the surrounding grounds, the Cuirassier barrack 
grounds, and are building with all possible speed their 
new headquarters. The largest building is to be a 
a college for German clericals. The propaganda has 
also purchased the vast Plazza Migranelli The 
Franciscans are building a convent to eclipse the 
grandest in Rome. E. A. STEVENS. 


ao 
Freethought in Texas. 


On Tuesday morning, June Ist, I left Fort Worth 
and went to Bowie, a town with three thousand. inhab- 
itants and one church, where I lectured on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday nights. Our audiences 
were large. Dr. J. F. Elliott, Clark Arnold, and 
William Sommers arranged for the meetings at this 
piace. Three more enthusiastic workers it would be 
difficult to find. V.M. Elliott, C. C. Thompson, and 
many others came from Crafton, sixteen miles south 
of Bowie. 

At Bowie I met one of J. D. Shaw's converts, Mr. 
M. M. Gaught. Mr. Gaught was a clergyman, but 
by reading the Shaw-Price discussion which appeared 
in the Independent Pulpit a year or two ago, he be- 
eame convinced that Christianity was false, and 
renounced his faith. He is now following the more 
honorable profession of a teacher. 

On Friday afternoon I returned to Fort Worth, 
and in the evéning took a train on the Texas and Pa- 
cific, arriving at Cisco Saturday morning. From 
Cisco I went to DeLeon, and from there by stage to 
Comanche. At Comanche I addressed three large 
audiences, one on Saturday night, one on Sunday 
afternoon, and one on Sunday night. The meetings 
were held in the court-house. 

The activ workers of Comanche. county are $8. L. 
Ewing, C. W. Carnes, I. A. Dingler, T. B. Ewing, E. 
P. Hardy, and Mr. Robinson. Rev. Van Cleveland, 
a Universalist minister, a correspondent of the Z"de- 
pendent Pulpit, and a very liberal man, attended our 
meetings. 

On Monday I went to Cleburne, where at night I 
lectured to a large audience in the Court House. Mr. 
Hazelwood, J. Zimmerman, J. W. Bryant, Oliver 
Heath, Colonel Morgan, and J. J. Ramsay, of Kim- 
ball, are some of the Liberals whom I met here. It 


was at Cleburne, four years ago, that J. D. Shaw 
was deposed for heresy. 

This ended my work in Texas. From Cleburne I 
returned to Kansas, reaching home June 10th.  Ileft 
home April 15th. During this time I delivered fifty- 
six lectures in the following towns: Denison, Tren- 
ton, Sherman, Fort Worth, Dallas, Henrietta, Walnut 
Springs, Corsicana, Kerens, Waters, Waco, Norse, 
Clifton, Granbury, Morgan, San Antonio, New 
Braunfels, Clear Springs, Houston, Livingston, Mos- 
cow, Handley’s, Henderson, Overton, Longview, 
Cooper, Bowie, Comanche, Cleburne. f 

My work has been to a great extent pioneer work. 
In a majority of the above towns my lectures were the 
first Freethought lectures ever delivered. 

There is sufficient interest manifested in the 
Liberal cause in Texas to insure constant employ- 
ment for a lecturer there. Nearly all the towns I 
visited wished me to return and giv another course 
of lectures. Belton, Paris, Honey Grove, Victoria, 
and other places also invited me to come. 

As yet Texas is the only Southern state in which 
the Liberals hav made a vigorous fight against priest- 
craft. But the Liberals of other states are falling 
into line, and the time is not far distant when they 
will be holding Liberal meetings all over the South. 
While in Texas I received calls for lectures from 
Arkansas, Tennessee, Mississippi, and Alabama. 

J. E. REMSBURG. 
— eor 
Spiritual Photography. 

The Committee of Investigation were appointed 
under an agreement that the results should be pub- 
lished in Tuz Trur Srexer. The best explanation 
of the present state of affairs will be found in the fol- 
lowing letter to Mr. Keeler, to which as yet no reply 
has been received: 

June 3, 1886. 

Dear Sir: Mr. Robinson having left you in the apparent 
position, now for more than three weeks, of being unwilling 
to proceed with the investigation which he demanded in your 
name, making no response to my repeated requests to know 
whether you would enable him to keep the promises he 
made, and whether the spirits through you would promis 
their coóperation, it being time that I should make a public 
announcement of the result as originally provided for, I write 
directly to you for information, lest I should do you injustice 
in my report as secretary of the Committee of Investigation. 

Yours truly, Henry M. PARKHURST. 


o S 
The Library Club. 


Excessivly warm weather conspired with other 
causes to keep the writer from attending the second 
meeting of the Library Club at 143 Highth street. 
Miss Gertrude B. Kelly, of Newark, spoke on that 
occasion on “ The Necessity for the Social Revolution." 

Mrs. Jane Griffin, the elocutionist, presided at the 
meeting and introduced the speaker in a way that 
satisfied all the requirements imposed by the most 
approved methods of expression. Miss Kelly is an 
engaging speaker, and it is said upon the authority 
of Mr. Henry Appleton that the features of her face 
are as agreeable to the eye as her voice is to the ear 
and her words to the understanding. 

Through the kindness of the young Jady librarian, 
Tue fRuTH Seeker has been furnished with the fol- 
lowing sentences from Miss Kelly’s address: 


When we speak of revolution we mean in the first place a 
revolution in ideas, and, as a result of this, a complete change 
in the condition of society. 

If the Knights of Labor should by any means chance to be 
successful to-morrow, if they should hav the whole country 
at their feet, with their present ideas of the production and 
distribution of wealtb, there would be no revolution accom- 
plished; there would besimply a change of dynasty, for in no 
way are their ideas opposed to those now prevailing in so- 
ciety. 

Ithink that we are beginning to see that no matter what 
the form of the government may be, or the character of the 
governors, the evils in society continue to increase—the cry 
of overproduction, business depression, lack of work, starva- 
tion, and misery goes up from all countries alike. Protected 
America and free-trade England suffer from the same evils. 
Democratic administration, Republican administration, civil 
service reform, no civil service reform, protection, and free- 
trade produce no appreciably different effects, the evils con- 
tinue to increase and to multiply as they did under Louis 
XIV., XV., and XVI. We are beginning to see that our sal- 
vation, if salvation there be for us, lies outside of all political 
forms, political methods, and political men. 

The government is always the representativ of brute force 
in society. 

However much we may try to disguise the the fact, the 
whole function of the government is to protect property. 
At the present moment we need only to look into the daily 
papers to sce on which side the whole weight of the govern- 
ment is thrown. I am not now considering the right or the 
wrong of these strikes all over the country, but Lask you to 
loak into the case honestly, and tell me if you ever knew of 
the government forces being called out to protect the inter- 
ests of the laborers. 

It is the presence of rent, interest, and profit in society that 
sets the whole machine out of order, and it is only by their 
removal that the machine can ever run smoothly. Rent can 
be abolished by simply removing the protection of the laws 
from the monopolizers of the soil, by recognizing no title to 
land but occupation and use. Interest and profit can be 
abolished by doing away with the monopoly of the banking 
system, in other words, by putting the banking business up 
to competition, as all other legitimate businesses are put up 
to competition, and thus bring down the price of the issue of 
currency to cost. : 


Among the speakers who discussed the lecture 
were Mr. King, who wears a slouch hat and looks like a 
pocket edition of dynamiter, which he is not by any 


books and papers. 
attention, and the institution. should become one of 
great benefit to the workingmen of this city. 


yet? 


means ; and Mr. McLeod, who makes no bones of de- 
claring himself a Socialist. Mrs. Leonard, one of the 
library's best friends, also addressed the meeting, and 
Mrs. Griffin recited a poem said to hav been instigated 
by the spirit of Wendell Phillips there present. These 
meetings are to be continued every Friday evening 


until the Liberal Club meets again, when the day of 
meeting will hav to be changed, or the Library Club 
will lose its audience. 
Flag, of South America; subject, “The New Repub- 
ic.” 


The next lecture is by Dr. 


The library is now tolerably well equipped with 
Visitors there receive courteous 


— ——— ¢- ————— 
Lectures and Meetings. 
E. C. Warxer is now on a lecturing and canvassing tour 


through Iowa, Nebraska, Minnesota, Dakota, and Wisconsin. 
Those desiring lectures should address him at Valley Falls, 
Kansas, box 498. This is Mr. Walker's seventh year in the 
Freethought field work. 
personally acquainted with more Liberals than has any other 
worker and lecturer who has been in the field for the same 
length of time. 


He thinks that he has become 


Tux Wisconsin State Association of Spiritualists will hold 


its next quarterly meeting in Musical Society Hall, 381 Mil- 
waukee street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, June 25, 26, and 27, 
1886. 
French, of Clyde, Ohio, and Mrs. S. E. Warner-Bishop, of 
Wisconsin. 
the vocal music. 
meeting will be returned for one-fifth fare. 
class boarding houses is promised at $1 per day, and all 
interested in Spiritualism are invited to attend. The meeting 
will be called to order at ten o'clo&le: 
Dr. J. C. Phillips, Omro, Wisconsi#Pis secretary. 


The speakers engaged for the occasion are A. DB. - 


Tbe Misses Cora and Vinnie Phillips will furnish 
Those paying full fare on railroads to the 
Board at first- 


AM., Friday the 25th. 


————— 49-49 9———————— 
A Promising Apparition Knocked Out. 
Clergymen still exorcise the devil wherever he shows him- 


self, but when carefully examined into the devil in modern 
times turns out to be no devil at all, but an innocent creature 
of some sort, that was never aware of the mischief it created. 
The suspicion lies near that had the courage of the people 
been greater, and their knowledge more extensiv, the devil 
would never hav made his appearance on this cold, sublunar 
world, but remained in his more genial torrid home. 


A report comes from a small village in the Tyrol which is 


amusing reading. The police sergeant, the only limb of the 
law stationed there, tells the following story: 


“The good, honest peasants reported to me that his satanic 
majesty had taken up his abode in a neighboring chapel, and 
performed sundry capers therein; they ien me to cliase 
him away. I laughed, armed myself with sword and gun to 
exterminate the mischiefanaker. On my way to the chapel 
I met crowds of peasants, and they told me the most blood- 
curdling stories of the tricks played by the devil; they were 
especially frightened by the noise, the humming, buzzing, 
and shrieking against the small windows of the chapel. 
When I arrived at the place a crowd was assembled in the 
neighborhood, armed with flails, pitch-forks, ferice-rails aud 
the like, but remained at a respectful distance. The door of 
the chapel was open, and to my surprise I found the priest 
there, clad in his full canonicals, who was exorcising the 
devil in regular style. There was nothing further for mo to 
do, and I went to a neighboring inn to take in a supply of 
courage (strengtheniag spirits), in case my services should 
be required later on, after the retirement of the priest from 
the battle-field. I was not there but a few minutes when the 
peasants came running with the cry: ‘The devil is there 
So I proceeded once more to the chapel, the door of 
which was now closed. I took a Jantern from one of the 
peasants, and boldly stepped in the church, a number of vil- 


lagers, well armed, with Chattering teeth and blanched faces, 
following me. 
rection, but could discern nothing. 
impatient, and stamping my foot hard upon the floor, I ex- 


J threw the light of the lantern in every di- 
I finally became 


claimed, * Devil, where are you?’ when a buzzing noise was 
heard above our head, which turned out to come from a poor 
innocent—bat. The holy water had no effect upos: it, but a 
blow from my stick finished the career of that devil."—Jem- 
ish Reformer. 


The Nine Demands. 


1. We demand that churches and other ecclesiastical prop- 
erty shal] be no longer exempt from just taxation. 

9. We demand that the employment of chaplains in Con- 
gress, in state legislatures, in the navy and militia, and in 
prisons, asylums, and all other institutions supported by 
public money, shall be discontinued. 

3. We demand that all public appropriations for educa- 
tional and charitable institutions of a sectarian character 
shall cease. 

4. We demand that all religious services now sustained by 
the government shall be abolished; and especially that the 
use of the Bible in the public schools, whether ostensibly as 
a text-book or avowedly as a book of religious worship, shall 
be prohibited.. 

5. We demand that the appointment, by the president of 
the United States or by the governors of the various states, 
of all religious festivals und fasts shall wholly cease. 

6. We demand that the judicial oath in the courts and in 
all other departments of the government shall be abolished, 
and that simple affirmation under the pains and penalties of 
perjury shall be established in its stead. — . 

7T. We demand that all laws directly or indirectly enforcing 
the observance of Sunday as the Sabbath shall be repealed. 

8. We demand that all laws looking to the enforcement of 
* Christian " morality shall be abrogated, and that all laws 
shall be conformed to the requirements of natural morality, 
equal rights, and impartial liberty. : 

9. We demand that not only in the Constitutions of the 
United States and of the several states, but also in the prac- 
tical administration of the same, no privilege or advantage 
shall be conceded to Christianity or any other special religion; 
that our entire political system shall be founded and admin- 
istered on a purely secular basis; and that whatever changes 
shall prove necessary to this end shall be consistently, un- 
flinchingly, and promptly made. 


. 
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Communications. 


_ A Bill of Indictment Against Religions Per Se. 


BY JACOB HENDERSON. 
IV. 


THE STULTIFICATION OF THE INTELLECT PRODUCED BY 


RELIGION. 


That my ideas of the groveling and debasing char- 
acter of the feeling called religion, and of its malign 
influence on the human intellect, are correct, I cite in 
proof the melancholy instance of Mr. Gladstone, the 
present Prime Minister of England. Mr. Gladstone 


is the most conspicuous man in the British empire, 


as a statesman, a scholar, and a person of irreproach- 
He has few equals, and no 


able moral character. 
superiors as a man of intellect and attainments in the 
various departments of learning. But when, last 


year, in Scotland, he expressed himself in favor of 


the disestablishment of the English church at some 
remote time in the future, after he had left the scene 
of human affairs, the clergy raised the howl that he 
was heading the hosts of Infidelity which bid fair to 
sweep over the land like a destructiv tornado, his re- 
ligion caused him to become panic-stricken; and to 
defend himself against this reproach, he wrote an 
article for an English magazine, entitled, ‘The 
Dawn of Creation and of Worship,” which, if it had 
been written by a pulpiteer, would be considered by 
scientific men as the babblings of a medieval saint. 
Great as he is on other subjects, when he comes to 
religion, his intellect, like a beautiful Etruscan vase 
knocked from its pedestal, goes to pieces, and he be- 
comes a child. Themen of science who hav reviewed 
him, imitating the reverence of Noah’s sons, hav treated 
him with a tenderness due to his character as a states- 
man, intrusted, at this crisis, with vast responsibilities. 
In thus resisting the temptation to use the weapons 
of ridicule and sarcasm, they hav honored themselvs 
as well as him. 

But a more pitiable spectacle still presents itself 
to the gaze of the world in the case of another great 
Englishman, Cardinal Newman, whose abilities, learn- 
ing, and general excellence of character entitle him 
to the resspect of every one, but whose omnivorous 
credulity excites the wonder of all the world outside 
the church. This gentleman began his career as a 
clergyman of the Church of England, but, by an easy 
and short step, left that body, and became a Roman 
Catholic, and a cardinal. Let him speak for himself: 
“I think it impossible to withstand the evidence 
which is brought for the liquifaction of the blood of 
Saint Januarius at Naples, or for the motion of the 
eyes of the pictures of the Madonna in the Roman 
states. I see no reason to doubt the material of the 
Lombard cross at Monza, and I do not see why the 
holy coat at Treves may not hav been what it pro- 
fesses to be. I firmly believe that portions of the 
true cross are at Rome, and elsewhere; that the crib 
of Bethlehem is at Rome, and the bodies of St. Peter 
and St. Paul. Also, I believe that the relics of the 
saints are doing innumerable miracles and graces 
daily. I firmly believe that before now saints hav 
raised the dead to life, crossed the seas without ves- 
sels, multiplied grain and bread, cured incurable dis- 
eases, and stopped the operation of the laws of the 
universe in a multitude of ways." That this instinct 
of religion is powerful enough, at this time of day, to 
babyfy the intellect of such a man as Cardinal New- 
man, should alarm every well-wisher of his race. It 
shakes, but does not unsettle, our faith in the po- 
tency of knowledge as an infallible cure for supersti- 
tion. If such cases were general, instead of rare, we 
might as well ground our arms in the war we are 
waging for the soul’s freedom, and giv up our un- 
happy race to the dominion of the church and priest- 
hood forever. 

The subjugation of the intellect by the blind and 
cruel monster called religion was seen in Kepler, one 
of the mightiest minds, not only of his century, but 
of all time. It doomed him to sixteen years of un- 
necessary but herculean labor in his abortiv effort to 
reconcile the eternal laws of the universe with the 
absurd demands of his creed. 

In like manner, Hugh Miller, another man of 

‘science, was driven to premature death by suicide, 
because he could not compel geology to verify the 
absurdities of Genesis and of the Westminster Con- 
fession of Faith. His religion was cruel and stupid 
enough to command him, on pain of hell-fire, as a 
heretic, to believe, without evidence, what his knowl- 
edge knew to be false. The strain upon his feelings 
was too much for him, and another human sacrifice 
was laid on the altar of Moloch. 

But we need not cross the Atlantic to find illustra- 
tions of the blinding and cowardly influence which 
religion exerts upon the minds of great men. Pro- 
fessor Dana, of Yale College, has lately given the 
world an example of this in his effort to make science 
uphold the childish legend in Genesis. I could not 
be guilty of insulting this distinguished scientist by 
supposing that he believed the story. His disloyalty 
to the truth and to his own convictions must be set 
down to his fear of offending the religious sentiment 


of his countrymen, as if the end of the world had 
come, and there were to bé no more years than the 
year 1886. What a rebuke is given to this class of 
trimmers by those who hav died at the stake rather 
than obliterate the eternal distinction between truth 
and falsehood!  Servetus, by saying the word 
* eternal,” could hav saved his life. Bruno, by utter- 
ing one comprehensiv lie of denial, could hav pro- 
pitiated the Romish hounds that were thirsting for his 
blood. But thege names are immortal, and will go 
down to the coming centuries in honor, because those 
who bore them had such profound reverence for 
truth that they would rather die than deny it. 
Truth, conscious of the eternity of her years, is a 
hard mistress for mortals to serve. Traitors to her 
holy cause may escape present punishment by a com- 
promise, and because treason may be popular, but she 
will gibbet them at last. Archbishop Cranmer, by 
his facil nature and his strong love of life, was in- 
duced to recant his convictions and treat them as if 
they were false. But when he saw that this step 
could not save him from the flames, he recanted his 
recantations, and going to the stake thrust his own 
right hand into the fire to die as a malefactor for 
signing the first recantation, and gave the rest of his 
body to die a martyr to the truth of the second. 

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN RELIGION AND THEOLOGY. 

The -definition of theology is that it is the science 
or knowledgeof God. Mr. Gladstone, in his reply to 
Huxley, says: “ Theology is ordered knowledge," of 
course about God. But knowledge is the apprehen- 
sion and attainment of facts and truths. A person 
cannot know anything that is not true in its sphere, 
or that is contingent in the sphere of events. A 
thing or an event must be fixed and certain in the 
plan of the universe to be the object of either fore- 
knowledge or after-knowledge. If it were not eter- 
nally true in geometry that the three angles of every 
iriangle are equal to two right angles, the mind of 
Euclid could never hav perceived it; and if the birth 
of the man Euclid had not been as necessary an event 
in the plan of the universe, it could not hav been fore- 
seen even by an omniscient being as a fuct. 

Now, what does theology certainly ‘now about a 
God or the God? The Christian theology all 
through its history has been divided into two great 
antagonistic systems, the Augustinian, or, as they say 
nowadays, the Calvinistie, division on the one hand, 
and the division which found its chief spokesman in 
James Arminius, who flourished in the sixteenth 
century ef our era, and who was at swords points 
with Calvin on the fundamental points of free will, 
grace, and predestination. When it is said that “the- 
ology is ordered knowledge” about God, I ask which 
God? The Arminian theologian, on the authority of 
the Bible, declares the Calvinistic God to be a mon- 
ster of injustice and unworthy of worship, because he 
creates millions of human beings and places them by 
his providence in circumstances where they necessarily 
sin, and then when they die casts them into eternal hell 
fire. The Calvinist replies: Your God is both an 
ignoramus and an imbecil—an ignoramus, because, 
for fear if he looked into the certain future he would 
see a sinful event which he ought, as a good God, to 
hav prevented if he could and now remove if he can, 
and therefore keeps himself in profound ignorance of ; 
an imbecil, because, if sin be sin eternally, and he re- 
gards it as such, his power to prevent or remove it is 
not equal to his benevolence and sense of justice; 
and therefore he is limited and not infinit in power, 
and entirely.unfit to be the governor of such a com- 
plicated universe as this is. 

The same dissimilarity in their conceptions of God 
characterizes all the subordinate sects of Christen- 
dom. The gods in the Christian Pantheon are almost 
as numerous, and just as diverse in their character, as 
the gods of the Greek and Roman mythology. Each 
founder of à new sect and creed begins with his own 
conception of what God is, or ought to be, and, argu- 
ing deductivly from that starting-point, finds plenty 
of texts in the Bible to satisfy himself and his fol- 
lowers that his theology is true and all others false. 
Theology “ ordered knowledge?" Look at the creeds 
of Christendom! 

If I am right in my theory of the origin of the 
religious sentiment, religion and theology stand in 
the relationship of parent and child. That is to say, 
religion was inoculated into the human character. in 
the period of the race’s infancy, millions of years 
ago, by ignorance and fear. As our ancestors grad- 
ually emerged from their mental darkness under the 
law of progress, they made movements toward a the- 
ology. But, as the stream cannot rise higher than 
the fountain, theology bore the marked features of 
its mother. It was a natural growth from religion as 
the root ; and as a tree.has many branches, upon 
which may be grafted many different kinds of fruit, 
so theology is hydra-headed, each head answering to 
one of the multitudinous sects of Christendom. 

So far from being true is Mr. Gladstone’s remark 
that theology is * ordered” knowledge, and so con- 
scious is theology itself that there is no order, but 
only confusion and antagonism in its doctrins, that it 
iravels up and down, and all over the world, and 


through all the centuries, asking to be accepted on 


faith, and not on evidence. It discourages all inves- 
tigation as to its truthfulness. It asks us to believe 
its dogmas and its statements implicitly and without 
questioning ; as, for instance, that three churches in 
Italy hav each & skull of John the Baptist; that over 
a hundred and fifty other churches, in the late 
Papal States alone, hav each a quantity of the milk 
of the Virgin Mary, and that Balaam's ass spoke to 
his master in the Hebrew language. In all these, 
and hundreds of other cases like them, theology clearly 
shows its parentage. Its whole aim isto placate its 
divinity. God is angry at his child, man. He 
shrouds himself in impenetrable mystery, never once 
showing his face, and this intensities the fear and 
increases the ignorance of the wretch who stands 
trembling before his presence. To appease the 
wrath and secure the approbation of this God, by 
believing any dogma and doing any thing prescribed 
by the priest, is, I repeat, the sole object of every 
doctrin of theology. To this end we must hav a 
tri-personality in the Godhead, so that the son, of 
equal age and dignity with the father, may offer him- 
self up as a sacrifice to propitiate the father's anger 
towards the son's constituents. We must hav a 
Holy Ghost to apply the redemption thus purchased, 
and make the atonement effectual, by the miracle of 
the new birth, creating a clean thing out of an un- 
clean. Then comes the great doctrin of /uitA in the 
creed, with the alteinativ of dammnation. The mass 
in the Catholic church is the chief feature in her 
doctrin and worship, and is always called the sacri- 
fice of the mass, wherein the penitent believes, or 


thinks he believes, that the wafer he takes into his 


lips, made out of wheaten flour, is transubstantiated 
by the priest's prayer into the very body, blood, and 
divinity of Jésus Christ, and that Christ is thus re- 
newedly offered up as a sacrifice for this Catholic 
sinner in particular, all on the religious principle laid 
down by the eminent father, Tertullian, of the third 
century, that the more utterly impossible it is for a 
thing to be true, the easier and more meritorious it 
is for true Christian faith to believe it.. For this is 
the virtue of the grace of faith, that it can believe 
without evidence, that it can remove mountains by its 
strength, and can swallow down and digest whole 
camels of absurdity. — . 

The Greek and Roman theology, which the church 
called * mythology,” as if her own religion had not 
been taken wholesale from it, was not the creation of 
poets and legislatures, as some superficial thinkers 
allege. It was the offspring of the religious senti- 
ment, and poets modified it as they could to suit the 
ignorance and prejudices of the people who believed 
it. What an insult it would be to the Greek intellect . 
to say that, out of the abundant materials at hand, it 
could not originate a more rational and less fanciful 
system than the popular religion was! No. All the 
theologies in the world are the same—mere systems 
of expiatory sacrifice, and the offspring of ignorance 
and fear. ‘The avowed object of the whole of them is 
to humiliate man, and make him a cowardly beggar 
for the grace and mercy of an imaginary God! That 
there is any self-respecting manhood left in his char- 
acter at all, after these long ages of religious domi- 
nation, inspires the hope, nay, the belief, that there is 
enough recuperativ energy in him still, with the as- 
sistance of the new knowledge, to throw off the in- 
cubus which has degraded him, and to stand up 
before the universe free. 

(TO BE CONCLUDED.) 


te 
Ramblings in the Park Region. 

To tae Eprror or Tue Truts Seeker, Sir: After 
having met with such hearty receptions as I received 
at Wentworth and Iroquois, Dak., Alexandriaand Elk 
River, Minn., it is quite natural that I should hav calls 
to return and deliver other courses of lectures. I find 
that the more people hear Freethought discussed, the 
more they want to hear; hence some places ask for 
as many as fifteen or twenty lectures, and, as I like 
to place the cost at as low a figure as possible, so 
that almost any town can afford to hav some other 
kind of gospel than the “ old, old story," what is left 
after paying the railroad their lion’s mouthful is not 
enough to debar one from reaching heaven by the 
old Lazarus, grass-grown route. 

A Freethought lecturer has the advantage of the 
church in summer time. The church works best in 
cold weather. An Infidel (in view of what awaits 
him hereafter) does not fear heat. In the summer 
season the church is dormant, and the Infidel is as 
activ as a lamprey eel, and shocks an ordinary “ ortho- 
dox” clear to his soles. There is a more cordial 
feeling growing up toward Freethought all over the 
West. In some towns which I hav visited, our 
philosophy becomes so popular. in a week that the 
church preaches Freethought too. Did you ever? 
The Rev. Jenkins, at Elk River, did that. I heard 
him. I gave six lectures in Elk River to good houses, 
and will giv two more next Sunday (May 23d). 

The minister’s wife, I learned, was in my audience 
Sunday afternoon, and on her way home pleasantly 
remarked, “Well, he is a gentleman and a scholar, 
anyway.” ‘Tally one. * De world do move.” The 
following Sunday I went the second time to hear her 
hnsband preach. Ina flowing, graceful way, he re- 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JUNE 19, 1886. 


3901 


marked that & polite Infidel owed his courteous bear- 
ing and decency to the decency of the community in 
which he lived—to Christian institutions. In the 
evening, with the aid of my shorthand “ pot-hooks,” 
as Elder Dungan called them last winter, I reviewed 
the Rev. Jenkins's sermon. That was the finest audi- 
ence of the six. 

Nothing can induce Elder Hill, the would-be Ad- 

_ventist champion, to debate, even when a would-be 

editor of Delavan backs him with the “ vast" influ- 
ence of the Herald. My visit to Delavan will be 
postponed until the elder (and the editor) recovers. 

We are enjoying a splendid visit with our Liberal 
friends, Mr. and Mrs. Byers, in their beautiful home 
at Princeton; also spent a week with our friends, 
W. F. and Millee Chadbourne, of Elk River. We 
hav known these good friends for many years. 

Soon, and we will be on our way to the land of the 
Dakotas. Address, at Wentworth, Dakota, 

W. F. Jameson. 


—e 4-2 —— —— 
A Greek Catholic Curse. 


I am now ona beautiful farm, the Eden of Ala- 
meda county, named after a province in southern 
Russia, where the happy owner was born. I shall 
not describe this magnificent place. Everybody 
knows what a fruit farm in California is. The cause 
of my letter is the fact that Father Agapius Honcha- 
renko—the owner’s name—was a Russian priest, and 
at one time a monk in the Kieff cloister. He was too 
honest to remain either a monk or a priest, could not 
stand the crimes committed by the Muscovite gov- 
ernment in the name of the holy church, and while at 
Greece, as one of the Russian missionary staff there, 
he did some good work for the propagation of the 
new ideas then so vigorously promulgated by Alex- 
ander Hergen, the editor and publisher of Kolokol 
(the Bell). Some of Father Agapius’s communica- 
tions with the revolutionists were, however, over- 
taken, and he, therefore, obliged to remain the rest 
of his years outside the empire of holy Russia. 
About eighteen years ago he was excommunicated from 
and anathematized by the czar’s church, it being record- 
ed to his name in a document which reads as follows: 


By authority of the Almighty God, the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, and of the holy canons; and of the Virgin 
Mary, mother and nurse of our Savior; and of the celestial 
virtues, angels, archangels, thrones, dominions, powers, 
cherubim, and seraphim; and of all the holy patriarchs and 
prophets; and of all the apostles and evangelists; and of the 
holy innocents (who, in the sight of the Lamb, are found 
worthy to sing the new Song); and of the holy martyrs and 
holy confessors; and of the holy virgins; and of ail the 
saints, together with all the holy and elect of God, we excom- 
munieate and anathematize him, and from the threshold of 
the holy church of God Almighty we sequester him, that he 
. may be tormented in eternal excruciating sufferings, together 
with Dathan and Abiram, and those who say to the Lord 
God, “Depart from us; we desire none of thy ways." And 
as fire is quenched with water, so let the light of him be put 
out evermore. 

May the Father, who created man, curse him. May the 
Son, who suffered for us, curse him. May the Holy Ghost, 
which was giveu us in our baptism, curse him. May the 
Holy Cross, which Christ (for our salvation triumphing over 
his enemies) ascended, curse him. May the Holy and Eter- 
nal Virgin Mary, mother of God, curse him. May St. Michael, 
the advocate of holy souls, curse him. May all the angels 
and archangels, principalities and powers, and all the heav- 
enly armies, curse him. May St. John the precursor, and 
St. John the Baptist, and St. Peter, and St. Paul, and St. 
Andrew, and all other of Christ’s apostles, together, curse 
him. And may the rest of his disciples and four evangelists, 
who by their preaching converted the universal world, and 
may the wonderful company of martyrs and confessors, who 


by their holy works are found pleading to God Almighty, 


curse him. s 

May the choir of the Holy Virgins, who for the honor of 
Christ hav despised the things of the world, damn him; may 
all the saints, who from the beginning of the world and ever- 
lasting ages are found to be beloved of God, damn him; 
may the heavens and the earth, and all the holy things re- 
maining therein, damn him. ; 

May he be damned wherever he be; whether in the house 
or in the field, whether in the highway or the by-way, 
whether in the wood or the water, or whether in the church. 
May he be cursed in living and in dying, in eating and drink- 
ing, in fasting and thirsting, in slumbering and sleeping, in 
watching or walking, in standing or sitting, in lying down or 
working, mingendo, cacando, and blood-letting. 

May he be Cursed in all the faculties of the body. May he 
be cursed inwardly and p May he be cursed in his 
hair. May he be cursed in his brains. May he be cursed in 
the crown of his head and in his temples. In his forehead 
and in his ears. In his eyebrows and in his cheeks. In his 
jaw-bones and in his nostrils. In his foreteeth and in his 
grinders. In hislips aud in his throat. In his shoulders and 
in his wrists. In his arms, his hands, and in his fingers. 

May he be damned in his mouth, in his breast, in his 
heart, and in all the viscera of his body; may he be damned 
jn his veins and in his groin, in the thighs and genital organs, 
in his lips and in his knees; in his legs, feet, and toe-nails! 

May he be cursed inall the joints and articulation of his 
members. From the top of his head to the sole of his foot 
may there be no soundness in him. 

May the Son of the living God, with all the glory of his 
majesty, curse him, and may heaven, with all the powers 
that move therein, rise up against him, curse and damn him ! 

Amen! Sobeit, Amen! 

And after such a list of curses and damnations, a 
beautiful fruit farm in California is the result. Just 
think of it! : 

I am one of those who say to the Lord God, * De- 
. part from us; we desire none of thy ways," and there 
will be no wonder if I become a possessor of a farm 
like that of Father Agapius. Come the time! 

- Uaraina, Cal. M. S. WanznarrIG. 
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News and Notes. 


On Saturday evening, May 29th, I lectured again 
at Murray, Utah, to a good house, and was pleased 
once more to meet those who seem like old friends in 
their cordial ‘greeting. As I was obliged to be in 
Salt Lake City at five o’clock on Sunday morning, I 
had the pleasure of a midnight ride with Bishop 
Cahoon. I call him “bishop,” for I think he will 
make a good one in the ranks of Freethought. The 
ride up the valley, with the shadowy splendor of the 
mountains on every side, and the rich green fields 
and gardens, and cosy dwellings along the way, was 
delightful. It seemed something like passing through 
fairyland, there was such a strange mixture of human 
life in the world about, such conflicting and tumult- 
uous forces, the old and the new mingling as in no 
other country, and the wisest head not knowing how 
the marvelous wealth of these hills and vales was 
yet to be placed on the side of liberty and progress. 
The political pedlers at Washington hav very little 
idea of the mighty problem that is confronting them, 
how deep and high it goes into the principles of 
American democracy. 

On Sunday morning at six o'clock, with my excel- 
lent friends, Mr. and Mrs. Mason and Mrs. Godbe, 
of Salt Lake City, I started out for a long, delicious 
carriage ride up the valley, and along the lake to 
Haight's Grove. It was & cloudy morning, and the 
sun just glinted on the distant hill-tops. The air 
was cool, and the horses dashed along with heterodox 
speed, and that was just what suited my pilgrim 
spirit. The only trouble was that we had a Presby- 
terian carriage, evidently, for it was very stiff and un- 
yielding, and didn’t seem to giv way very gracefully 
to the ups and downs of the road; and so, near the 
end of the journey, it dogmatically broke in two on 
one side, and on the return it did the same thing on 
the other; but, with “saints perseverance,” we made 
&raid upon the trees, and braced up the “sinners,” 
and went triumphantly forward, and if Macbeth had 
met us he might hav thought that “ Birnam Wood" 
was come again. No orthodox depravity can get the 
better of the strong arm of Secularism. 

The grove meeting was delightful. Liberals were 
present from all parts of Utah—George C. Viele, of 
Fillmore; Andrew Larson, of Box Elder; Wm. Rey- 
nolds, of Wanship; Philip Schwartz, of Park City; 
Mr. Jost and Robert Wilson, of Ogden; Mr. Edholm 
and Dan Williams, of Morgan; Mr. Jones and Mr. 
Bowman, of South Weber; Mr. and Mrs. H. P. Ma- 
son and Mrs. Godbe, of Salt Lake City ; Mr. Munn, 
of Hooper; Dr. Ingram, of Kaysville; Mr. Wallack, 
of Salt Lake, formerly of California, and a Liberal 
worker in that field, and many others. 

Letters were also received from Dr. Greer, H. S. 
Brooks, Charles Long, Wm. Dawson, E. Sorensen, 
and others, pledging their best efforts for the success 
of the territorial organization. The meeting was 
thus a representativ one, and its action will be in- 
dorsed by all the Liberals of Utah. Several speeches 
were made; we had a band of music, and everything 
went off in splendid fashion. The Secular Union of 
Utah was formed. Mr. Wm. Reynolds was chosen 
secretary of the preliminary organization, and com- 
mittees were appointed for the purpose of making 
arrangements for a grand convention of all the Free- 
thinkers of the territory, at Salt Lake City, next 
wiater, Feb. 20th, 21st, and 22d, for the purpose of 
perfecting and making permanent the organization, 
and electing a corps of officers that will make success 
undoubted. Mr. Reynolds will giv a report in detail 
of what was done at Haight’s grove. Its significance 
in the future work of Liberalism here is very great. 
It is carrying forward the interest and enthusiasm 
created by the efforts of the American Secular Union. 
The campaign for the last six weeks has been all that 
I could expect. .I hav delivered about forty lectures. 
The audiences hav averaged about three and four 
hundred, so that I hav personally addressed from 
twelve to fifteen thousand of the people of this terri- 
tory—the best minds in every community—and I 
know that the results, if the work is continued, will 
be incalculable. There has been discussion and agi- 
tation in every place, and thousands hav begun to 
think where before there was a sluggishness. The 
issue in Utah is direct, more so than in any other 
part of the country, and hence there is a magnificent 
opportunity for the development of Secular principles. 
I hav the highest hopes of Utah—of the organization 
that will be formed, of the work that will be done. I 
like thefriendshere. They arestrong, enthusiastic, and 
brave. They take hold with a will They cannot, 
however, fight the battle alone. The present cam- 


paign could not hav gone on so successfully had it 
not been for the American Secular Union. National 
cooperation is indeed a mighty help to Liberals in 
every community. It givs them power which they 
could not otherwise possess. In this case, in Utah 
it has brought forth an immense amount of latent 
Liberalism. I am sure that every Liberal in America 
will be interested in the advance of our cause in this 
territory and will watch with keen interest its tri- 
umphs, and will realize more than ever the vast im- 
portance of a united movement. 

On Decoration Day, for the sake of variety, I went 
to the “ Pen,” where about fifty of the Mormon saints 
are suffering “persecution.” They take it rather 
easy, although, of course, their position is a very un- 
comfortable one, for they hav to mingle with crimi- 
nals of all sorts, hav to wear the striped suit, and liv 
on poor fare and do their own washing. No matter 
if they are worth & hundred thousand dollars, and 
some of them are, they must do their own menial 
work. They can't hire even a fellow-prisoner to do 
it for them. They hav books and papers to read and 
writing materials, and they sport one or two opera- 
glasses and had the advantage of us and a better 
chance to see what kind of folks we were than we to 
study them. Well, it was grotesque and is tragical 
too, and it does seem that in this civilized age there 
might be a better solution of the problem than this ; 
for these men are not criminals in the ordinary sense 
of the term, and should not be made to suffer this 
degradation. "They are really political prisoners, and 
not criminals, and should receive that treatment 
which belongs to prisoners of this class. I under- 
stand that one of the Mormons was put into the 
“sweat-box” for refusing to attend the gentile 
divine services. If this is so, then the United States 
government has been guilty of & hideous injustice, 
and has placed itself beneath the level of its unfor- 
tunate victims. With all one's detestation of Mor- 
mon polygamy, which isindeed a “ relic of barbarism,” 
and a degradation both forman and woman, yet these 
“criminals” do suffer a species of martyrdom which 
appeals strongly to one’s sympathies; and the 
method of punishment is almost as barbaric as the 
evil that is to be eradicated. That the right way of 
treating Mormonism has not been reached is plainly 
evident. So far there is savagery on both sides, and 
not enlightened politics. I hope hereafter to treat 
this question from the standpoint of Secularism, 
which alone, by its radical principles, can settle this 
vast difficulty. The present “Christian” legislation 
is an absolute failure, and cannot be justified at the 
tribunal of universal justice. 

I am now at Bingham, where I hav lectured to full 
houses for the last two evenings, June Ist and 2d. 
Bingham is the longest town of its size that I know 
of. It stretches up the gulch, winding about like a 
snake, for five miles, while it does not seem to be 
more than two or three rods wide, street and all. 
The houses are perched on the hill-sides like so many 
nests built there by the birds, and they are not much 
larger than nests either. Yesterday I took a tramp 
of several miles over the town and mining camp, and 
the views are delightful, especially from the crown of 
the ridge, where I could see for fifty miles away. On 
one side sparkled the Utah Lake and on the other 
Salt Lake, while the busy valleys stretched between, 
and the mighty and snow-glistening mountains encir- 
cled all, and the dazzling sky spread its canopy 
above. The wealth of nature outside surpassed, in- 
deed, the wealth that was within these rock-ribbed 
canyons. Still I did wish I had a ton or so of the 
gleaming silver. 

I had the pleasure of meeting here Mr. John 
Strickley, Mr. Frank Silsby, Mr. C. H. Osman, and 
other good friends, and I hope to come again to 
Bingham, for I hav received a very pleasant welcome. 

I am now to go to Idaho and Montana, Hailey, 
Bellevue, Ketchum, Eagle Rock, etc. I hav had to 
change my dates for Eagle Rock; shall be there, if 
at all, on June 17th and 18th; at Butte City, June 
20th; at Helena, June 27th, and at Bozeman, July 
4th and 11th. 

I see the great philosopher has gone—Stephen 
Pearl Andrews. Upon his ample brow rests the 
white crown of death. He has passed into the ideal 
world—a noble spirit. I must express gratitude for 
the aid he has been to me in my intellectual strug- 
gles, for the insight he has given, for the solution of 
many a problem. His mind was of the first order, 
richly laden with knowledge. As a metaphysician he 
had no superior. His power of analysis was won- 
derful. No man ever made subtler distinctions. 
With crystal clearness he marked almost every shade 
of thought. He has been, in his intellectual integrity, 
a benefactor, indeed, of the race. He has been a 
pioneer in his own way; he has stood firmly for jus- 
tice and liberty. He was a regal soul, lofty, aspiring, 
ideal; divinely audacious in many of his theories. He 
had the poet’s gift also. His mind was stored with 
analogies, many of them most beautiful, and illustra- 
tiv of great truths. All honor to him whose thoughts 
are immortal, and who, in the onward stream of hu- 
man life, will still be a glorious influence. 

SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 
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The New York Freethinkers’ Meeting. 


The summer is coming rapidly along, and the time 
and place for holding the annual Convention of the 
New York State Freethinkers’ Association must soon 
* be decided. When and where shall it be held? The 
duty of deciding this, as, indeed, all other executiv 
duties, falls upon the Executiv Committee of the 
Association. But the people who will attend ought 
also to hav a voice in the selection of the place, and 
we should like to hear from them upon the subject. 

The officers of the American Secular Union hav 
decided to hold the annual congress late in the fall in 
New York city. Their reasons for this are, in view 
of past financial experiences, very sound. Some of 
the officers of the New York State Freethinkers' As- 
sociation are strongly in favor of holding the annual 
State Convention in connection with the Union’s an- 
nual Congress. Less expense would in this way be 
incurred, they say, and the two Conventions would 
make more noise than either one held separately. 
The metropolitan press would probably giv more at- 
tention to the meeting if held here than if convened 
in a distant place. The plan has its advantages, with- 
out doubt. ; 

Other officers of the State Association favor a ten- 
days’ campmeeting during the latter part of August 
or the first of September. Fillmore Park, a few miles 
from Buffalo, has been suggested as one place; 
White Sulphur Springs, near Saratoga, as another ; 
Watkins Glen, as a third. In Fillmore Park arrange- 
ments would hay to be made with the Buffalo rail- 
road managers to run excursion trains, and the popu- 
lation would hav to hire tents in which to liv. At 
White Sulphur Springs there are hotels within easy 
reach, and the service on the lake to Saratoga is 
already at hand. Pavilions for speaking are also on 
the ground. Buffalo is at the western end of the 
state, White Sulphur Springs nearly at the Eastern 
side. 

Open-air meetings on the borders of a lake are 
exceedingly. pleasant, and a great deal more sociable 
than gatherings in halls in large cities. Especially is 
this the case in August or September. The main 
question is, Will the number of people who can 
attend be great enough to pay the cost of speakers, 
advertising, and the thousand and one expenses 
necessarily connected with a great convention? If 
the meeting is held in New York in connection with 
the Congress of the American Secular Union, it is 
urged by those favoring this plan to be almost certain 
that the admission fee will cover cost of Congress. 
Those favoring the semi-campmeeting are equally 
convincing in their statements. 

The Executiv Committee of the State Association 
are in a quandary. Of its eight members, four are in 
favor of separate meetings, three in favor of a joint 
convention, and one not heard from—making a sort 
of tie. The other officers are partial to the joint 
convention idea. As one of the officers, and as a 
believer in government of and by the people, we ap- 


peal the case to the higher tribunal—the members of 
the Association. 

We should like to hear from them all, and nok only 
those in New York state, but from every one whose 

purpose it is to attend the Convention. The decision 
must be made directly, and responses must be 
prompt. 
Sunday-School Stories. 

About two years ago last February, immediately 
after the Paine celebrations had taken place, a tale was 
published in the daily papers calculated to strike ter- 
ror to the hearts of skeptics and bring comfort to the 
true believer. It was to the effect that at Jenkin- 
town, Pa., a carpenter and several friends were mak- 
ing merry at a hotel, when a religious discussion 
sprang up, during which the carpenter proposed that 
they partake of the * Lord's supper," using beer 
instead of wine. The story ran that during this sac- 
rilegious performance of the rite the carpenter was 
Struck dead by the Lord for his blashemy. This 
blood-curdling tale was published all over the coun- 
try, and we repeatedly received copies of papers con- 
taining it, some sent by friends with the request to 
investigate, and some sent by Christians to warn us 
of our almost certain fate if we persisted in writing 
and working against the Christian religion. One of 
the papers that printed the story was the Independ- 
ent, but it had occasion to repent its credulity, for 
the next week it was obliged to say, what everyone 
of common sense would know, that the whole occur- 
rence was an invention, and had no foundation in 
fact. 

This year, under date of February 7th, also imme- 
diately following the Paine celebration, another hor- 
rible tale came over the telegraph wires. Like the 
former, it was located in Pennsylvania, and in gen- 
eral details closely followed the original. The version 
published by the World of this city had it that a 
patent-medicin pedler entered a hotel at Millersburg, 
Pa., where a jovial crowd had assembled. A relig- 
ious discussion came up, during which the medicin- 
pedler proposed that the “Lord’s supper" be eaten. 
The crowd agreed to hav it with beer and bread, and 
when they had knelt in mock humility, the pedler 
went among them distributing a mouthful of bread 
and a sup of beer to each. The dispatch concluded: 

“ Suddenly, when he was about half through, a strange 
noise was heard, and looking up the men saw a sight that 
‘made their blood run cold and froze the marrow in their 
bones.’ As nearas the scared men could describe it, they 
declared it was an immense, ill-formed, and foul beast with 
great cloven feet, pointed horns, and eyes that flashed fire. 
With wild yells the men rushed out ‘nto the open air and 
scattered in every direction. Finally, all of them reached 
their homes except Motter, who was away for a long time, 
and at last he arrived, a maniac. He was put to bed and 
physicians summoned, but they could do nothing for him. 
He raved, howled, and prayed, declaring tbat he had seen 
the evil one and that he was lost.. His torture was terrible, 
but nothing could be done to relieve him, and he died in the 
wildest agony. "The death-bed scene is said to hav been full 
of horrors that can hardly be described." 

When the first tale was published, we endeavored 
to get to the bottom of the lie, but all our letters to 
the alleged scene of the occurrence remained unan- 
swered. When the Independent printed its apology 


for repeating the story, investigation was needless.' 


When this second story was circulated, we at once 
recognized it as the first revamped, with ingenious 
variations, but still the same old lie; and though 
scores of papers containing it were received, we paid 
no attention to them. But it seems that the Chris- 
tians though it too good a point to be lost, if it were 
only true, and from every state in the Union, and 
from Canada, they sought to get the stamp of 
authenticity put upon it by the chief official organ of 
the Methodist church. The editor of the Christian 
Advocate, however, is a shrewd old gentleman who 
does not often get beyond his depth. Moreover, he 
is not entirely unacquainted with his Christian breth- 
ren, and naturally he was suspicious of the yarn. 
With him, the age of miracles ended some eighteen 
hundred years ago. Belief in the ancient tales is all 
right, he holds, but even they must not be argued; 
while all nineteenth-century supernaturalism he sets 
down at once as imposture. Standing on the com- 
mon platform of Christianity, and taking the script- 
ures as the court of last appeal, we will back the Rev. 
J. M. Buckley against any preacher in the country. 
But when it comes to arguing with Infidelity Mr. 
Buckley is not there. Allow the scriptures to be 
questioned, he tells his readers, and the Infidel has 
the Christian on the hip, and can throw him easily. 


It will be seen from this that the Advocate’s editor 
understands: himself and the nature of his religion. 

When, therefore, Mr. Buckley was applied to to 
stamp this tale as genuin, he was cautious, and wrote 
to the Rev. E. C. Yerkes, Methodist preacher, of 


Millersburg, asking him if there wag any foundation 


for the story, what the barkeeper said, how drunk 
the men were, what happened to the rest of them, 
whether their stories of the occurrence agreed, who 
was with the man when he died, and what his physi- 
cian said. To all these questions the Rev. Mr. - 
Yerkes replied: 

“ MILLERSBURG, PA. - 

** Dear Dr. Buckley: There was a mock service of some 
kind. It is impossible to tell how drunk the men were. 
The barkeeper denies the whole affair—says it did not occur. 
There were no spectators not participants so far as I can 
learn. J. F. Bowman, M.D., of this place, a member of our 
church, attended Motter [the patent-medicin pedler] in his 
last sickness. Motter did not absent himself from home, did 
not die a maniac, and showed only such a fear of death as is 
common to unsaved men. There was no appearance of any 
supernatural object in the bar-room so far as 1 can learn, but 
Motter stated and afterward denied that he saw such a mon- 
ster, something like a huge bat, on his way home; and that 
it entered the house with him; he said he did not think the 
devil looked like that. Fraternaly, E. C. Yerkes.” 

It will be noticed that the minister says some such 
service did take place, but that the barkeeper denies 
it; that the pedler did not absent himself from home, | 
and did not die a maniac. It appears also that he . 
was not an Infidel, but only a Christian who did not 
work at the business. He had distinct ideas of what 
the devil is like. First he said he saw a monster, 
something like a bat; then he retracted and said he 
did not. He seems to hav been a “low-down,” drunken 
Christian, upon whose word no reliance could be 
placed. 

. Notwithstanding the ministers statement that 
some service took place, the probability is that he is 
mistaken. The barkeeper was there, and the minis- 
ter wasnot. Afurther probabilityis that the medicin- 
pedler and his companions got drunk. Possibly they 
discussed their religion. Then they separated, and 
the pedler went home and died. Some imaginativ 
reporter got hold of the story and of the one pub- 
lished two years before, fitted them together, and 
sent his version out. The similarity between the two 
tales is too close to leave a reasonable doubt that 
they are one. Very likely the same Associated Press 
reporter sent both dispatches. The Paine celebra 
tions occurring the last of January would suggest the 
religious coloring necessary; and what to a good 
Christian is a lie if the glory of God can thereby 
more abound ? 

But the most surprising fact in the whole matter 
is that there are any considerable number of people 
in this country who could for a moment think that 
such supernatural occurrences are possible! To an 
African savage the tale might appear possible. That 
it can be seriously discussed by Americans shows 
to what depth Christianity has degraded some of 
them. 


——— 
Ulster's Experiment in Home Rule. 

In connection with his defeat on the Home Rule 
bill, Mr. Gladstone may draw some consolation from 
the recent demonstrations at Belfast and Lurgan, 
Ireland. These two cities were on Wednesday and 
other days of last week the scenes of a religious dem- 
onstration in which the Protestants and Catholies 
took part. Windows were smashed, the police were 
clubbed and stoned, hotels were burnt and sacked, 
and under the influence of the liquor thus obtained 
persons of Protestant proclivities wandered through 
the streets shouting, “To hell with the pope!” 
utterly indifferent to the fact that “sheol” is now 
considered the better form. Several persons were 
killed—by the police—among them a widowed mother 
of two children, and a barmaid who chanced to be 
looking from the window of a tavern. The cause of 
the disturbance was the difference of opinion upon 
religious subjects which existed between the citi- 
zens participating. By the action of the police. 
order was restored after several days’ reign of terror. 

The ill-success, generally speaking, of this brief | 
season of practical Home Rule in Ireland must, as 


remarked at the outset, afford some consolation to Mr. 


Gladstone and his partisans in this defeat. While 
England’s rule in Ireland is such that nothing can 
be said in its defense, it is of a much more desirable 
nature than that which the Irish people, under the 
influence of religious fanaticism, seem. able ta fur- 
nish themselvs. 
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The Museums. 


To those who remember that they once signed a 
petition asking for the Sunday opening of the museums 
in Central Park, the following correspondence will be 
interesting : 

‘New Yonx, June 4, 1886. 

'* Gen. L. P. Dr Ozsxora, Secretary of the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, Dear Sir : Will you kindly inform me what 
progress the joint committee of your institution and the 
American Muscum of Natural History has made in consider- 
ing the petition presented by the American Secular Union 
for the opening of the museums on Sundays? If a decision 
has been arrived at, please inform me of its nature. 

** Now that from twenty-five to forty thousand people visit 
the Park on Sunday to listen to the music, I beg leave to sug- 
gest that it is a splendid opportunity to introduce them to 
the treasures in the museums under your charge. 

“Very truly yours, E. M. MAODONALD, 
“ Chair. Fin. Com. Am. Sec. Union.” 


** METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART, 
t OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, ~ 
“New York, June 8, 1886. ) 
“E. M. Maoponarp, Esq., Chair. Fin. Com. Am. Sec. 
Union, Dear Sir : Your favor of the 4th inst. has been duly 
received. The joint committee to which was referred the 
petition for the opening of the two museums on Sundays, 
presented by the secretary of the American Secular Union, 
hav the matter still under consideration, and hav not yet 
arrived at any decision. 
“Very truly yours, L. P. Dr Czsxora, 
** Sec. Joint Com. on Conference.” 
———— 4999 ——  —— 


The Spread of the Gospel. 


Good work for Christ is going on in that portion 
of God's vinyard cireumseribed by the boundary 
lines of Illinois. The precise locality where the 
spirit superabounds is a well-known penal institution at 
Joliet. The love of Christ has coustrained one hun- 
dred and seventeen persons to giv their hearts to him, 
and the surrender was marked to the world by the 
service known in the technique of Catholic theology 
as confirmation. Most of the confirmees are gentle- 
men eminent in their walks of life, and all hav 
achieved distinction. Dr. Thomas M. Cream is widely 
known as the Belvidere poisoner; Mr. John Gales’s 
reputation rests upon the substantial basis of having 
‘killed “old man Hessel?’ Mr. Daniel Carpenter, a 
race .brother of Frederick Douglass, engaged the 
attention of the citizens and judges of Will county 
for several days, and will during the rest of his life 
be rewarded by the care of distinguished state offi- 
cers. This trinity of kindred spirits were followed 
to the altar by gentlemen almost-as worthy as they. 
Mr. John Stauners reformed a fallen girl by dispatch- 
ing her; Mr. James Siez removed temptation from 
the path of depraved equine confiscators by removing 
the quadrupeds; Mr. John Larney opposed the 
monopolists of Galesburg by taking upon himself 
the distribution of the accumulated wealth in the 
bank, -Altogether the one hundred and seventeen 
gathered to God by Archbishop Feehan, of Chicago, 
were gentlemen who had made a mark in the world, 
and excited public attention. 
The sacred rites by which they bound themselves 
o heaven were, we are informed, remarkably im- 
pressiv. A number of distinguished visitors were 
present, among them Judge Prendergast, of Chicago, 
who had journeyed to Joliet to renew his acquaint- 
ance with the converts, and note what effect his nu- 
merous charges to juries in their behalf had had upon 
them. For a month preparation has been made for 
the sacred event, and the day before the ceremony 
four priests worked hard all day heaving the sinful 
confessions of the heart-touched one hundred and 
seventeen., The chapel was beautifully decorated 
with flowers, and mottoes appropriate to the occasion 
hung upon the walls. As Archbishop Feehan and 
his assistants entered the chapel the convert orches- 
tra played a solemn march in an artistic manner. 
. The candidates for confirmation were all ranged in 
rows on the front seats and wore buttonhole 
bouquets. They were confirmed in groups of eight, 
One group would advance and kneel in front of the 
archbishop, and after the confirmation rites were 
gone through they would retire and another group 
advance, till all were confirmed. As the convicts ad- 
vanced to the altar they hapded their names to the 
' archbishop. Pronouncing their Christian names, the 
Archbishop dipped his finger in a chalice of oil held 
by an attendant, and, making a cross on the fore- 
heads of the kneeling Christian, said: “I sign thee 
with the sign of the cross, and I confirm thee with 
the chrism of salvation, in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." He then 
gave them a slight slap on the cheek as a token that 


by confirmation they are strengthened to suffer with 
patience, and even to die for Christ. 

This octahedral coming to Christ, if we may apply 
a geometrical term to a theological subject, cannot 
but be gratifying to all good Christians, and a 
source of pride at the manifest power of the gospel. 
That so many distinguished gentlemen should with 
so much unanimity desire to testify to the upright- 
ness of their past lives, and consequent worthiness to 
become Christians, is another and most convincing 
argument for the fitness of the one irue religion for 
all ranks of life, no matter how elevated. And it 
is a crown of ineffable glory upon the thorn-pierced 
brow of the Galilean that, regardless of greatness 
and worth, one man makes just as good a Christian 
as another, and is just as sure of inheriting eternal 
bliss. The piety of these noted converts is very 
touching, and does credit alike to their famous 
careers and to the beneficent system of religion 
which has taken them into its fold. They ornament 
the religion and the religion becomes them. 

Sm ag  ÀÓP— 
Editorial Notes. 


Lost, Srravep, on Converrep—Our Canadian correspond- 
ent, ‘‘ Kanuck.” Any information leading to the discovery 
of the above will dispel in this office a large and deepening 
shade of gloom. 


H. P. Ax» Georaia Repioere hav begun at Liberal, Mo., 
the publication of a wee paper called Equity. The intention 
is to print it fortnightly, at 50 cents per annum. Labor 
interests receive the larger portion of its attention. 


Remiy 8. SIDELINGER, known somewhat to Freethinkers 
through correspondence in Freethought papers, has beeome 
the editor of the Boston Knight, a journal devoted to labor 
interests. Mr. James Livingston is his partner. 'The price 
of the paper is 50 cents per year; published at 71 Oliver 
street. The first issue is bright and well filled with trade 
news. 


Tux marble statue of Harriet Martineau recently unveiled 
in the Old South church of Boston is soon to go to Wellesley 
College for Women at Needham, Mass. It is a fine piece of 
sculpture. The young ladies of Wellesley are to be congrat- 
ulated upon their acquisition. We recommend them to also 
study Miss Martineau's works as well as her features, that 
the generation for which they may become responsible shall 
be free from superstition and devoted to the improvement of 


this world. 
— o 


Tnz Congregationalists and Baptists of London recently 
held what they termed a grand union demonstration. The 
London press almost ignored the meeting, the Times report- 
ing it in one short sentence, and the Day News giving only 
four inches of space to it, and that after several days had 
elapsed. Religious circles of London are therefore very 
angry, and say naughty things about the papers. They hav 
forgotten that true Christians do their work where not seen 


of men, and pray in a closet. 
Rito PEE 


Ir now turns out that the alleged poem by Miss Rose 
Elizabeth Cleveland, advance proofs of which the Christian 
at Work palmed off upon the daily press as copies of an 
original contribution to that paper, is an old performance 
to which the Christian at Work had no more claim than any 
otherjournal. It was an unmitigated swindle and a fraud 
upon the public. Some papers are giving expression to 
their astonishment that the editor of a religious paper should 
be guilty of the meanness involved in this transaction. But 
it should cause no surprise. Of all editors, those who run 
religious papers are least troubled with a redundancy of the 
moral sense. 


Tur mistake which the Knights of Labor hav made in ex- 
cluding lawyers from their organization, and to which Mr. 
T. B. Wakeman called attention in a recent lecture, has been 
made more apparent during the late cardrivers’ strike in this 
city. No sooner did legal complications arise than the 
Knights engaged as counsel one of the most expensiv lawyers 
in the city. Mr. Powderly’s famous travesty, *' In the hands 
of a man entirely mouth the gun is harmless as his word,” is 
true enough in a general way, though not after all a very 
brilliant remark. It isan error to suppose that the mouth is 
a useless factor in the labor movement. No cause is well 
equipped that has not its advocates and orators. Mr. Pow- 
derly needs a few lessons in the doctrins of Integralism, for 
these would teach him that he must look in all directions for 
aid, and he is likely to find some of his most judicious friends 
among the members of the legal profession. However, the 
organization does not, we believe, claim infallibility, and it is 
to be expected that mistakes will now and then occur. 


H. O. Wits is the name of a semi-crazy evangelist who is 
going through the West “answering” Colonel Ingersoll's 
question, ** Which Way ?” Mr. Wills proves the truth of the 
Bible in a remarkably unique way. He said to his meager 
audience at Detroit: **I can prove to you ina few words 
that the Bible is true, for does it not say a prophet is not 
without honor save in his own country? Look at the empty 
seats here to-night, and see if itis not so. Christ said that. 
If I go over in Canada a few miles, the churches will not 
hold the crowds that come to hear me, but here few come. 
That proves the Bible is true. Why, if Ingersoll was to 
lecture here to-night, every seat would be filled." "Mr. Wills 
was filed with the spirit of God in this wise: He had lain 


down on his bed, “and a bright spot, about the size of a 
bean, of awful power, had appeared upon the wall three 
times, and at each time he had shaken so that six men could 
not hav held him, while the perspiration had poured off 
from him instreams. It was the glory of God. It had saved 
him." Mr. Wills is very accurately described in 1 Cor. iv, 10. 


Tux death of John Kelly, the Tammany chieftain, has 
called forth from the New York press, which has a Catholic 
element to cater to, a large amount of labored exordium. 
This notwithstanding that there hav probably been few 
greater rascals in politics than the same John Kelly. He 
held immense power under his control, and used it where it 
would do Aim the most good. It is therefore gratifying to 
find this just estimate of Kelly’s character in the columns of 
Puck: $ 

“There is but one reflection suggested by the death of Mr. John 
Kelly, which occurred in this city last week—what a pity and shame 
itis that the vast talents of this man, his energy, intelligence, and 
courage, were not employed for the furtherance of honest govern- 
ment; instead of being used for the profit and benefit of conscience- 
less spoilsmen !" 

Mr. Kelly was a Catholic, a relativ of Cardinal McClosky, 
and where he had influence in city affairs the church had its 
own way. In consideration of that service, and in spite of 
his known corrupt political life, all the resources of the great 
cathedral on Fifth avenue were exhausted to mark his 
funeral with pomp and splendor. A man, it seems, may be à 
rascal and also a good Catholic, but in order to be both he 
must hav more faith in the efficacy of the church than in the 
final justice of ‘‘ God.” 

rr etl 
Solid Christian Doctrin. 
From the New York Evening Post, May 29th. 

It seems almost a waste of judicial proceedings to try an 
Anarchist. An Anarchist is a man who openly announces 
his hostility to human society, and his determination not to 
liv in it, or be of it, if he can help it. More than this, he de- 
clares his desire and intention if he gets tlie opportunity to 
destroy it, with all its belongings, by any weapon within his 
reach—that is, to kill all persons in authority, and all owners 
of property who resist attempts to divide it made by mobs. 
Nor does he propose to set up anything else in the place of 
society às now organized. In fact, the Anarchists every- 
where repudiate all constructiv theories. They say they 
want to try Anarchy—that is, the plan of leaving every man 
to do what is right in his own eyes—for awhile, before even 
considering whether some plau of order is not desirable. 
They desire no country or government, no property, no law, 
no marriage, uo family. The world, if they had their way, 
would for a year or two be a world in which great numbers 
of human beings would be found wandering around, very 
dirty and ragged, armed with guns, knives, or big sticks, 
killing cattle for food, and killing anybody who had some- 
thing which another man wanted, with a considerable num- 
ber of dead bodies scattered along the roads, streets, and 
fields, a great many wrecked houses, churches, and public 
buildings, and a great many cities reduced to ruin, or de- 
serted by the inhabitants, as Rome was once after the irrup- 
tion of the barbarians, and a great many starving women, 
hiding in woods and cellars. 

Of course, order would at last come out of this chaos. 
Some Anarchist abler or bigger than the rest would thrash or 
cow afew others into submission to him, and compel them to 
act under his orders. He would then kill those who opposed 
him, and gradually make a little army which would enforce 
his will as law over a small extent of territory. Ie would 
take up his abode in a house in some ruined town, gather to- 
gether a few fugitiv women for a harem, and make his men 
bring in victuals and provide himself and one or two trusted 
followers with horses, and live like a fighting cock for the 
remainder of his days, or until one of his wives conspired 
with a lover to murder him in his sleep. But out of his rule 
something larger and better would grow. In other words, 
the race would begin over again the weary work of civiliza- 
tion. 

Now, a man who deliberately proposes to try this experiment 
is no whit better than a wild beast. This is somewhat the state 
of things the tigers in India would bring about if they had a 
chance. In fact, to something very like this condition they had 
reduced whole districts before the arrival of the English. 
But when a tiger is caught siglit of or trapped, no one thinks 
of ascertaining whether he has done any damage or not by 
a judicial inquiry. He is executed peremptorily on his own 
admissions—that is, on view of his form and color and tbe 
expression of his countenance. Ilis.social views, in other 
words, are known to be such as to justify treating him at 
once as an enemy of the human race. 

Most and his kind stand in just the same attitude toward 


-society as the tiger, and really deserve no better treatment. 


He is not in strict justice entitled to a trialat all. We try 
him with all the forms of law and shut him up for a short 


.period, instead of killing him on the spot with one of his 


own guns, simply because any other course would be brutals 
izing and demoralizing to the rest of the community. It is 
because it would injure good citizens to see a human being 
slaughtcred without judicial inquiry and lawful condemna- 
tion, and not because Anarchists deserve anything better, 
that we put judges and juries to sit on them. And 
this consideration ought to be urged upon the Anarchists by 
all rational persons to whom they giv ear. They ought to be 
made to understand that they äre, in the eyes of the commu- 
nity, fere nature, on whom arrest, indictment, trial, condemna- 
tion, and caging are expended simply by way of sparing the 
feelings of the other members of the human species. 
——— 1 SN 

Snog the beginning of the lecture season last fall, J. E. 
Remsburg has traveled eighteen thousand miles and deliv- 
ered two hundred and five lectures. f 
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Letters from friends. 


Bricuron, N. Y., June 5, 1886. 

Mr. Epitor: So long a time has passed since I hav held 
any correspondence with the readers of your paper that they, 
with yourself, may hav forgotten me; but my silence has not 
been because of indifference to the causc of Freethought, 
always so ably advocated in Tax TRUTH SEEKER, but because 
of circumstances which rendcred writing, if not an impossi- 
bility, a labor not to be thought of, because not imperativ. 
The long and tedious sickness of my sister, Mrs. Raymond, 
ending in death on the 26th of March, seemed to hav almost 
paralyzed me, so that anything requiring thought or effort I 
put far from me. Inthe mean time how much has happened, 
and is still happening, to rouse us all who are not wholly 
dead! So many of our long-time friends are ‘‘over the 
river” that I am beginning to feel almost alone, wondering 
within myself if my destiny is to liv while most of my gen- 
eration hav already “paid the debt" demanded of all by 
universal nature. 

Of all the deaths of which the more recent TRUTH SEEKERS 
make mention, that of Stephen Pearl Andrews is the most 
notable. It was my fortune to hav known him well. Long 
will the world wait for another intellect like his. 

The death of Mrs. Moore, the wife of your correspondent 
of Adrian, Mich., carries me back to the days of long ago, 
when she kindly entertained me, though I was speaking as 
best I could for the despised and downtrodden negro. 

I do not forget that in the death of Elizur Wright Liberal- 
ism has lost a friend the loss of whom will be fclt for many, 
many years. How grandly good, as well as great, was the 
dear old man! Whom will, or has, his mantle fallen upon ? 

And writing of these among the members who the past 
year hav thinned our ranks by their lamented deaths, I am 
reminded of the vituperativ speech which George Chainey 
made at Cassadaga at the time of his conversion to Spiritual- 
ism. Poor man! it seems that even the belief in communion 
with thc spirits from the world beyond has not been able to 
keep him in the path which some of us calling ourselvs Ma- 
terialists think a very good path to walk in. "Twas bad 
enough to read of the annulling of a marriage by a ‘‘ Harmo- 
nial Philosopher,” the marriage of nearly twenty years’ 
standing, leaving the wife broken-hearted; but leaving a wife 
with three sons, all young enough to imperativly demand a 
father's care—seems to me such an act shows a nature so 
far from spiritual that Mr. Chainey will hav to be converted 
to some other religion before he shall find his level. What 
shall be the cure for all this commotion in the marriage re- 
lation? Wife-murder has become very common, and even 
the murder of a husband by a wife has become quite frequent. 
There must bea cure, if only we were wise enough to dis- 
cover such remedy. 

I wonder if the labor trouble is to be adjusted in this 
century. I would like to liv to see all people honestly em- 
ployed; everyone with a home—not a shelter merely, but 
with the comforts which humanity requires and deserves. 
In a world so productiv, with people so inventiv, how much 
longer must we see the many without the necessaries of life? 
The time is approaching for our anniversarics. I trust some 
of our wise men and women will be ready to teach us the 
right and the true. 

I am just now visiting at the home of your subscriber, 
Miss E. E. Curtis, than whom no truer Liberal livs, and so 
shall mail my letter from hcr post-office, Brighton, N. Y. 

Lvov N. Corman. 


WausniP, Uran, June 2, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: About seventy-five Liberals from different 
parts of the territory met at Haight’s Grove, Farmington, 
Utah, where Mr. Putnam organized temporarily the Utah 
Secular Union, the final organization to take place at a con. 
vention to be held in Salt Lake City on February 20, 21, 
and 22, 1887, to end with a '* grand social.” 

William Reynolds was elected secretary and treasurer, and 
a long list were elected members of an executiv committee, 
who will be duly notified, to arrange for aforesaid conven- 
tion and to procure the names of all Liberals in their several 
precincts. It was also elected that we become members of 
the Utah Sccular Union by subscribing our names and pay- 
ing an initiatory fee of 25 cents. 

Mrs. Mason, Mrs. Godbe, Mrs. Ashman, and Mrs. Haight 
were appointed a committee for procuring music, etc., for 
the coming convention. l 

Sparkling speeches were made by Messrs. Veile, Larsen, 
Munn, Wilson, and others. Several cordial letters were re- 
ceived from friends who said they were with us in spirit, 
and rcgrctted being absent. 

The brass band discoursed some inspiring music. We 
could. catch glimpses of the great Salt Lake glimmering 
through the trees, and altogether it was an enjoyable affair, 
and a grand finale to Mr. Putnam's labors in Utah. 

Yours truly, Wa. REYNOLDS. 


Mankato, Miny., May 16, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: It would be of great social and material in- 
terest to every subscriber of the model Freethought paper, 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER, especially here in the West, or in places 
and districts where Freethinkers are very “thinly sown,” 
and where there is no Secular League, if we should hav a 
better chance to know each other. How many dull evenings 
a Freethinker has to spend in the company of '*darkness in 
brain," when he has to stay in a strange place, while he 
- would find the very best socicty and companionship, may 
be, in the next house, where a Freethinker lived. This 
would be of social and also commercial and business advan- 
tage, too. I am willing to pay you for the trouble, if you 
will send mc the list of your subscribers in Minnesota. 


We hav men of the very best intelligence all over the 
country in our ranks and no doubt a great many activ busi- 
ness men also. Would it not be advisable to establish a 
Frecthinkers' life-insurance, according to the system of the 
Ancient Order of United Workmen? Start it first for all the 
United States, and when we grow stronger in each state, I 
think with the list of TRUTH SEEKER subscribers in hand, a 
dozen or two of agents or Liberal lecturers could make up a 
good, living insurance company. Those insured could, or 
would, make a good nucleus for the future institution of a 
Secular League in districts where there are none.. Of 
course, the agents and examining physicians had to be very 
cautious and severe in the selection of men and women to be 
insured, to make it a strong, living insurance. V. T. 


; Pinar, Ariz., May 31, 1886. 

Mn. Eprron: I herewith send you $4, to apply as follows: 
$3 for Tue TRUTH SEEKER for 1886, 75 cenis for ** Order of 
Creation," 25 cents for TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL for 1886. 

I feel strongly inclined to giv you and Lucfer both a severe 
castigation for your hasty, and, as I think, unjustifiable, 
condemnation of the Chicago Socialists for having the man- 
hood to defend with their life-blood the dearest right of every 
true American citizen, the freedom of speech and of the 
press. Allthe information I hav with regard to that bloody 
tragedy I glean froin the enemies of, not only the Socialists, 
but the laboring class generally, viz., the Associated Press, 
which I know, and you ought to know, is nothing but the 
echo of the capitálistic sentiment, and not likely to publish 
facts, but rather conceal them, when such facts tend to jeop- 
ardize the interest of their masters. Yet the testimony from 
this source is abundantly sufficient warrant for saying that 
the action of that legally organized banditti, the police, was 
an unwarranted, unjustifiable, premeditated assault on the 
liberty of speech—nothing more nor less. Whether they, the 
police, are sustained by individuals, municipalities, the 
state, the nation, and all the powers of the earth makcs no 
difference; the fact remains the same. I would like to fol- 
low this subject further in reply to your comments in your 
issue of May 15th, but time forbids, and I will only say to 
Freethinkers: Take care how you cheer when your neigh- 
bor's ox is gored. The same bull has the same right and the 
same power to gore yours also. Your principles, your con- 
ventions, and your publications are as offensiv in his sight as 
are those of the Socialists; and I warn you now, unless you 
wake up and muzzle him, his next attack wil be in your 
direction. His eye is upon you. So beware how you en- 
courage him. Composed as he is of state, church, and cap- 
ital, he presents a formidable front, and is getting ready for 
his last grand push, and down comes the fabric that we in 
our ignorance call a great republic. 


Yours for underground facts, Jonn A. BroapBEor. 


. Barrsrow Spa, N. Y., June 5, E.M. 286. 

Mn. Enrror: Seeing the question of our next Convention 
is spoken of in Tue TRUTH SEEKER, let me say a word. While 
I think that Brother Reynolds's idea is a grand one, and thc 
Tent would make a first-class hall, yet, why would it not be 
a good idea to hold the Convention at the White Sulphur 
Springs? It is a first-class hotel, situated on Saratoga Lake 
about twelve miles from Saratoga Springs. It is a very dc- 
lightful ridc (by boat).to Saratoga, costing only twenty-five 
cents from grounds and return. In connection with the 
hotel is a very fine and large grove, with rostrum and seats 
for several hundred people, and plenty of room to spare. It 
will not cost one cent for grounds, and only one dollar per 
day for board. "There are three hotels within easy distance. 
'Those who wish to trip the light fantastic toe can do so, as 
there is a fine pavilion for the purpose. It would giv a great 
many people an opportunity of visiting tlie great watering- 
place of this country. Brother J. V. Arnold suggested this 
idea to me, «o I thought I would see what you and the read- 
ers of Tue Trova SEEKER think about it. I would like to 
hear from some of the members of tlie church of humanity 
and mental freedom. : 

Inclosed please find Uncle Sam's currency for following 
mottoes: ‘‘ Free thought will giv us truth," ‘‘ Superstition is 
the child of slavery,” ‘‘ Universal mental liberty,” and, ‘‘ The 
world is my country,” etc.; also, 50 cents for one copy of 
“ Order of Creation," which I sold yesterday. Long life to 
the Truta SEEKER family, and Taz TRUTH SEEKER, and car- 
toons, and Brother Heston, is the prayer of this old Infidel. 
Wm. Trrorpz. 


Linootn, ILL., June 6, 1886. 

„Mer. Enrron: I read your letters from correspondents with 
avidity. It isa great pleasure to know who some, at least, 
of the brethren are, and where they are, and what they 
think. Ihav no doubt that most of us hav worried in days 
past with various emotional thoughts and intellectual de- 
ductions, inspired by what is ‘left over” from early mytho- 
logical education. Careful reading with reflection has elim- 
inated or set.free all hereditary tradition, so to speak. I 
would like to say to the corresponding friends of your paper 
that the most thorough uprooting of all and each of the 
preposterous claims to the divine authenticity of the ‘‘ holy 
‘scriptures” that I hav found is in Kersey Graves's ‘‘ Six- 
teen Crucified Saviors." 'To summarize, you will find these 
facts emincntly worthy of thought:  (1.) That mankind, 
dating as far back as history goes, hav had a religion or 
form of worship of an unknown power or God. This is 
owing to man's sense of his own ignorance and weakness. 
(2.) Their gods were always of their own creation, hence 
they are always vengeful, cruel, and destructiv. (3.) That 
Sacrifices wcre from the first tribes offered to appease the 
vengeful deities. (4.) That paganism furnished various 
saviors who died as sacrifices to bring forgivness to men. 
(5. That the religion now afflicting mortals with fear and 
i trembling is à copy from paganism in its essential features. 


(6.) That it is a poor copy for the age; no improvement 
upon the ancients. When you see these points verified one 
cannot but realize that the whole church is unworthy, unre- 
liable, a myth, a fraud, a slander on a God who could make 
a universe. Yours truly, A. R. CniuziELD. 


St. PAUL, MINN., June 7, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: I am quite interested in the discussion going 
on in -your paper of '*Free-trade vs. Protection." It has 
always puzzled me that if frcc-trade is such a priceless boon 
in England why so many of her subjects take up their abode 
where protection is. in vogue, and especially from the fact, 
according to Mr. Thomas Rayner, that the workingmen are 
in that happy condition that they can say, ‘‘ This is my 
castle, this roof shelters none but me and my fumily ; I stand 
at my own door, I join with no one," which the American 
workingmen cannot say. "There must be some attraction 
here; whatis it? It must beremembered that this is a young 
country compared to what England is, and whether free 
trade is or is not beneficial there, is no criterion for the 
United States to go by. England has had the advantage of 
centuries and centuries to build up her manufacturing and 
commercial interests, while we hav had but & short time. 

Self-preservation is the first law of nature. No nation can 
be great and powerful that devotes itself exclusivly to one 
branch of business, whether of agriculture, manufacturing, 
or any other particular thing. It must combine them all so 
far as practicable. How shall it be done? By going to 
other countries to get everything we want? Certainly not. 
The Republican party saw the way to do it by protecting and 
developing our home industries. Would we now be looking 
in nearly every part of the globe for a market for our manu- . 
facturing products if, at the close of the war, we had taken 
the advise of Messrs. Cobden, Bright & Co. ? 

** Sambo,” said the lady of the house, ** there is some nice 
gravy to put on your pancakes.” ‘‘ Butter is good enough 
for niggers,” replied the sable gentleman, at the same time 
putting on a liberal supply. So we would say to onr free- 
trade friends from the other side of the water, Protection is 
good enough for Americans, at least for the time being. 
This may look hoggish to the Englishmen, but hav they not 
protected their industries in the past, and are they not doing 
it still ina small way? Why do we hav duties levied on 
goods we send to Canada, and whi is it that they scize 
United States fishing schooners for going in their waters to 
get a little bait ? 

Free-trade indeed; what country would not be in favor of 
it if they had a monopoly on nearly everything tlrat is made? 
I should like to notice one or two other pointsin Mr. Rayner's 
letter, but fear it will make my communication too long. 

Yours respectfully, J. C. RoE. 


CoruxBUS, Kax., June 1, 1886. 

Mr. Enrrog: I wish to pay a brief tribute to Stephen 
Pearl Andrews. Iam bowed and stricken with inexpress- 
ible grief and emotion, which copiously flowing tears kindly 
come to relieve. I must now cap my living monument “in 
the book and volume of my brain" to the greatest thinker 
and humanitarian of the age. For forty-five years I hav 
been the votary and satellite of this great, self-lumino(s, 
self-poised, all-sided, all.extended, cynosurc of the mental 
world. l 

I came into happy rapport with him forty years ago 
through his phonographic publications, and his spirit and 
purpose therein expressed. In 1851 I read, digested, and 
assimilated his thoughts on “‘ Individual Sovereignty,” “ Cost 
the Limit of Price," and ‘‘ The Science of Society." Here I 
was deeply impressed with the great altitude, scope, and 
comprehensivness of bis far-reaching, penetrating, and 
liberty-loving mind. Thirty-seven years ago, when a prac- 
tical phrenologist in Fowler & Welles office on Nassau 
street, I first saw, with great admiration, without knowing 
who he was, his massiv and magnificent upper and frontal 
head, and mentally exclaimed, ‘‘ That is no ordinary man." 
In the summer of 1854 I met with him several times at 
Modern Times (near Brentwood, L. I.) and feasted my mind 
with his analytical, searching, brilliant, and charming parlor 
lectures and conversations, in which every sentence hc 
uttered was a literary gem fit for the press. In 1807 I last 
saw and was with him and a group of radical friends at Rye 
Beach, on Long Island Sound, where we spent the Fourth of 
July and several subsequent days in physical, mental, and 
social recreation, and bade him good-bye at his residence in 
Brooklyn. i 

I responded most heartily to his masterly logic and defense 
of individualliberty in his discussion with Horace Greeley 
through the Tribune, on the question how far the state can 
rightly interfere with the social and sexual relations. In 
this discussion he said: ‘‘ A liberty which some one else 
must define for me is no liberty at all.” Here Horace 
Greeley found a foeman more than ‘‘ worthy of his steel.” 

I do not remember that in all his conversation I hcard, and 
in all his published writings and discussions I ever rcad, 
anything I could deny, question, or criticise. I cver drank 
with avidity and keen relish from his great and exhaustless 
fountain of wisdom, altruism, and humanity. 

Few minds could comprehend or appreciate his all-sided 
and full-orbed philosophy, science, and universology, either 
through ignorance and prejudice or from lack of brain 
capacity, impressibilty, mental scope, and altitude. 

I hav been somewhat Imftled to explain how an organism 
80 top heavy and with so little base, physically, could run so 
long and do such a vast amount of brain work. His brain 
was well balanced, his whole organism firm and com-: 
plex, his organs all acted in harmonious concert; he was 
calm and complacent, temperate in all things, had great 
mental tenacity of life, and was ‘‘ a law unto himself.” 

Nature can produce but one 8. P. Andrews. What an 
irreparable blank he bas left! The Sirius, the Excelsior of 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JUNE 19, 1886. 


the mental heavens, has set, but its light and effulgence can 
never be extinguished. 

S. P. Andrews, my dear, noble, cherished friend, the 
highest type of manhood, the best exponent of human 
thought and life, the broadest humanitarian, the great peace- 
maker, the reconciler of all human differences and opinions, 
hail and farewell. I, too, seven years younger, a poor, suf- 
fering soldier, a lesser light, must soon follow my lamented 
friend. J. H. Coox. 


Sramrorp, Conn., June 5, 1886. 
Mz. Eprror: You hav struck the right note. There is 
more force in one of your illustrations than in pages of 
printed matter or in thousands of speeches from the pulpit 
and platform. Many are with you who do not stand by. 
SUBSORIBER. 


Detroit, Micu., June 5, 1886. 
Dear Frienps: The time for which I hav paid for Tas 
' TRUTH SEEKER has expired, and I inclose one dollar to keep 
it-ahead. I hav had so much thinking to do in the labor 
causc this spring that I forgot to look so closely at other ac- 
counts as usual, but I intend always to be in advance with 
all papers that I read, especially so with those fighting for 
liberty. J. H. Woop. 


Wurre Cuvrcu, Kan., May 4, E.M. 286. 
Mn. Eprron: Inclosed please find $5, and please apply as 
follows, $3 being for one year's subscription to Taz TRUTA 
SEEKER in advance from April 7th last; $1 to the Liberal 
League fund, and $1 to the Tent. organization. Oh that I 
could send three times as much more. 
for your prosperity, and all your worthy correspondents, I 

am, Sincerely yours, I. P. Martin, 

P.S.—I am decidedly in favor of the illustrations. 
I. P. M. 


PHILADELPHIA, June 6, 1886. 
Mn. Eprror: In Tus Trurn SEEKER of June 5th was an 
acticle in the Children's Corner entitled, “A Word from 
Candy-Land," by S. I. W. I wish to make a reply through 
your papcr. I should say that the lady is perfectly wrong in 
so speaking upon a sub;ect in which she admits she is not an 
expert. There are drug stores where using terra alba is com- 
mon. But I do not call them candy stores. As for the col- 
ors, I deny that they are poisonous. Iam of the trade, and 

a Freethinker. D. BRETIGNIERES. 


GALESBURG, ILL., April 25, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron : I was amused the other day on receiving the 
following letter from an orthodox friend (what his object 
was is more than J know, but he opened the door and I 
walked in) : 

“My OLD AND RESPECTED FRIEND: I hav been studying astron- 
omy, and hav come to the conclusion there is neither side, end, 
middle, nor diameter to space; but boundless in extent yet full of 
countless worlds and planets; and to think they are inhabited the 
same as ours. Why not? Isit not reasonable they are? At this 
point their religious condition came up before me, and I asked my- 

` self has God, our good father, sent or will he send his only son in 
like manner as he did to our world to redeem and save the inhabit- 
ants of each world, or did he watch over them and thereby pre- 
vent their fall? While under these serious reflections I met an 
orthodox theologian; to him I opened my cogitations, and received 
this answer, ‘It is none of your business.’ I was surprised at such 
a short, unqualified answer. What say you, my friend, was he 
right?” 

The following was my answer: Respected friend, 
yours is received. I admit the correctness of your con- 
clusion as to space, also as to worlds‘and planets in space 
and the reasonableness of their being inhabited similar 
to our world, and that your question ag to their religious 
condition under the theological claims was fair and reason- 
able, and was worthy of a more civil and instructiv answer. 
But, my dear friend, do you not know the very essence of 
orthodox doctrin is the bigger.a fool a man is, and the less 
he knows, the surer he is of salvation? Do they not tell you 
idiots and infants are all saved, and the intelligent class, such 
as Colonel Ingersoll, are all damned; and do you not hear 
the curses pronounced upon Mother Eve for prying into the 
knowledge of good and evil so she could know the difference 
between right and wrong ? 

“What “would a man be without this knowledge?” 
Answer: He would be an out-and-out orthodox, know but 
little, and what he does know is a damage to him from the 
fact that knowledge of good and evil was the cause of sorrow 
in this life and endless damnation in the next. This is 
orthodox teaching, and the clergyman’s answer was in per- 
fect keeping with the orthodox theory that our first parents by 
prying into the knowledge of right and wrong were guilty of 
thé greatest sin ever committed by man. If the knowledge we 
hav of our moral condition caused death and damnation, 
what would be the result of the same knowledge of all 
worlds? Knowledge is dangerous under orthodox theory. 

` Isaac PADEN. 


SEATTLE, W. T., June 2, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: Having on sevcral previous occasions had 
the indulgence of tke publication of letters in your widely- 
read paper, I make bold to address you again. - 
. The labor question is not one which alone agitatés the 
.mind of the public in the Eastern states, but we of the far 
North west feel the wave of thought vibrating and revibrating 
through every chord of our political system, and the educa- 
tion of the masses goes speedily on. Persons who never 
thought before are thinking now, arid it is encouraging to 
note the advancement of mental growth in our people within 
the past few months. Every paper which givs news of the 
passing events is gathered and read with interest, and new 
lessons are being rapidly learned. 
` We are fast learning that ‘‘ evolution, not revolution," is 
the way out of the difficulties surrounding us. We hav seen 
what capital can do, and what it is every day doing. We 
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395 


believe that, if it were turned into channels in our favor, we 
too might liv and prosper; we hav learned that the competi- 
tiv system will not bring us success as it is at present con- 
ducted. We must, then, from sheer necessity, if from no 
higher cause, coóperate, pool our. resources, and thus not 
only be able to compete with capital, meet it on its own 
ground, but also to assist éach other. 
“Tis hard to toil;when toil is almost vain, 
In barren ways; 


'Tis hard to sow and never garner grain 
` In harvest days. 


‘Tis hard to plant in spring and never reap 
The autumn yield ; 

"Tis hard to till, and when ’tis tilled to weep 
Over fruitless field.” 


An association known as the Puget Sound Codperativ 
Colony has been formed, the central office of which is at 
present at Seattle, W. T., into which we hope to incorporate 
earnest, industrious, and responsible men and women, organ- 
ized for the mutual protection of its members and to advance 
the purposes desired against antagonistic bodies. 

This colony is projected ona plan where the manufacturer, 
the artist; the engineer, the contraotor, merchant, laborer, 
fisherman, farmer, dairyman, fruit-raiser, florist, and others 
may unite their industry and mcans in a coüperativ corpora- 
tion, by which, under a thorough system of mutual exchanges 
and products, they may hav all the profits of their own labor 
and the economical advantages of their own coöperation. 

But I must not trespass further upon you, or I fear you 
will consign this letter to the waste-basket. Among your 
exchanges you will find a paper, the Model Commonwealth, 
published semi-monthly in the interest of the above-men- 
tioned colony, of which we trust, in thc interest of humanity, 
you will kindly make a notice, and greatly oblige 

Yours for the cause of progression, Lavra E. Hart. 


CENTERVILLE, Uran, June 1, 1886. 

Mn. Eprrog : My heart feels too full to write and say all I 
would like to say to you from this grand and sublime terri- 
tory, and especially at this time, when all nature is looking 
divine and supreme, out of the power of mortals to describe 
—the snow-clad mountains and their mighty inland, strong, 
briny sea. The great Salt Lake is at this time grand and 
sublime to behold, cspecially from the mountain ridges and 
their lofty peaks. And now we hav that intelligent man, 
Mr. 8. P. Putnam, here, attempting to break the barriers of 
priestcraft, and he is making many friends among the pcople, 
and he is getting the right view of the workings of this infer- 
nal outfit here. I expect Mr. Putnam thinks this grand ter- 
ritory is worthy of a far better class of beings than a lot of 
polygamous traitors. Last Sunday, May 80th, Mr. Stephen 
Hales came to Centerville with his good little wife and car- 
riage, and he invited me to step in and go with them to Mr. 
Haight's grove, to the Freethinkers’ meeting. Well, I went, 
and a mighty fine time we had of it. 

An excellent band of music graced the assembly, and so 
did Mr. Putnam and other speakers, and the audience. We 
worshiped God in his temple that is not made with hands. 
What with the ripple of the delightful waters of the Salt 
Lake before us, and the lofty, majestic, snow-capped moun- 
tains towering behind us, and beneath the shade trees, with 
the divine orb of day giving light and life over us, I tell 
you, we had a famous time, and we ate our picnic on the 
green beneath the shade. But I must leave this for Mr. Put- 
nam to tell you more of, for his mission here is no small one. 

Well, Mr. Editor, I see some of your readers feel a little 
dissatisfied with the pictures, and some ask you.to stop the 
paper. Well, now, let me here saya word to those that feel 
that way, by asking this question: Do not we one and all of 
us readers of Taz Trura SEsKER get the full worth of our 
money, independent of the pictures? I, for one, say we cer- 
tainly do. So I say, never stop your paper while you can 
pay for it, but just reflect a little. My fcelings are, let us 
hav the pictures, for they portray volumes. I received my 
last paper this morning, informing me of the death of another 
famous man, Mr. Stephen Pearl Andrews. It seems he has 
left his mark, and filled à good measure of days, seventy-four 
years of a useful, eventful life. 

Mr. Stephen Hales has told you of the first Freethinkers’ 
meeting in his hall, at Bountiful, and I hope it will not be 
the last. The city of Bountiful is quite a large place, with 
many good, well-meaning people, but they are bound with 
this infernal outfit calling itself the kingdom of God. 

I must tell you there is a book coming out here shortly, 
whose title is, ‘‘ Mormon Portraits; or, The Truth About the 
Mormon Leaders from 1830 to 1886,” and I think it will be a 
Clincher, for the Mountain Meadow massacre is reéxamined; 
a thousand fresh facts and documents, gathered personally in 
Utah from living witnesses, by Dr. W. Wyl, a German 
author. Maybe some time I shall hav a little to say on that 
subject, as I saw the Mountain Meadow people before they 
were murdered. Wiruram WILLIAMS. 


= Inpustry, Kax., May 31, 1886. 
Mr. Epor: I would say that I am very much pleased 
with Tue Truta Szexer. It is truly worth its weight in 
gold. I take half a dozen different papers, a religious paper 


included, but Taz TRUTA SEEKER takes the precedence every 


time, as it is & paper you can rely on for truth and honesty. 
I hav been taking it since last February, and would not do 
without it for four times what it costs a year. 'The informa- 
tion that a person receives in that time is worth many dollars 
to him. The cartoons are good in every respect, for they 
teach us & lesson more impressiv than anything else. Ido 
not see why anyone should object to the pictures. "Their 
lesson we shall never forget. Evenchildren can comprehend 
it at once, whereas it would take three times that amount of 
reading to get them to understand the foolish and silly and 
unreasonable things in that book we call the word of God. 
There are much worse illustrations in what the church- 
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members call the good book, or Bible, than ever Watson 
Heston has drawn. 

It makes me feel rich toward my fellow-man to know that 
we hav such eminent men out in the field lecturing on Free- 
thought as Samuel P. Putnam, C. B. Reynolds, J. E. Rems- 
burg, and others. May they distribute their papers and 
tracts wherever they go, for I tell you it has a wonderful 
effect on the community for good. 

I notice my brother, George B. Petrie, of Rapid City, 
Dakota, had something to say in last week's issue about Rev. 
George Oliver Fisher, of Abilene, Kansas—that he was 
up (that is, Fisher) at Industry, Kansas, and heard my 
friend and brother, L. W. Rogers, telling the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, to the people of In- 
dustry about the churches and preachers. Friend L. W. 
Rogers is a very intelligent and deep-thinking young man, 
twenty-six years of age, a school-teacher by profession, and 
when this man, Rev. Mr. Boles, an evangelist (as he calls 
himself), pitched his big tent near where Mr. Rogers was 
teaching school and commenced dishing out his slush and 
preaching hell and damnation straight to the people, my 
lit le friend Rogers (a second David), with a stone and sling 
of reason and common sense, threw it and killed the giant 
evangelist and.so knocked his devil and hell on thc head that 
they could not survive any longer, and for that reason the. 
revivalist could not gather a single sheep, let alonc a lamb, 
into his sheep-fold. There is no doubt whatever that he 
went away cursing the very ground that Brother Rogers 
walked upon. I would further state that L. W. Rogers 
delivered threc very interesting lectures at Industry last 
winter, and was highly complimented by those who heard 
him, as the last night he lectured there was a crowded house. 

Industry is a town of about four or five hundred inhabit- 
ants, with the prospect of a railroad running through the 
town in the near future, and I am happy to say there is not 
a church in the place. I hope every man, woman, and 
reader of Tax TRUTH SEEKER will do all that is in their powcr 
to distribute papers, tracts, and books throughout their com- 
munity, as it will certainly hav its effect for good. The best 
books I know of to convince people what is in the Bible are 
“ Bible Morals,” by J. E. Remsburg; “Mistakes of Moses," 
by Col. R. G. Ingersoll; ‘Short History of the Bible," by 
Bronson C. Keeler; and ‘‘Age of Reason," by Thomas 
Paine. Also “Men, Women, and Gods," by Miss Helen H. 
Gardener, and “Order of Creation." If a person reads the 
above books carefully, he can tackle any preacher or church- 
member without fear and trembling, for then he has a good 
Shield and armor to defend himself in a discussion. 

J. BEgTEM WISE. 


VINELAND, N. J., Junc 8, 1886. 

Mr. Eprrog: The courage and conscience prompting that 
great tribute to truth and human welfare which made clear 
the doings concerning the U. S. Grant family are worthy of 
high commendation. I lacked time to speak of thc matter 
immediately, wondered that no comments appeared, and 
only now see remarks by a woman's Courageous pen. With 
‘opinions unspoken” by the many on such and similar 
things, is it strange that our liberties arc usurped ? 

A ‘board of missions," to gather names of students and 
distribute to them truths pointing to real philosophy and bet- 
ter lines of life, as suggested by “J. D. C.,” is a worthy 
idea, and if formed for tliat single object might be useful. 
But if. such board or bureau were able to add a traveling 
speaker's mission, it could educate so rapidly and efficiently 
as to be of great service in these times of strenuous efforts to 
call attention away froin truth and the mighty importance of 
its practicalization. 

Such speakers could establish local societies, rally think- 
ers, start inquiries, and tlie investigation of causes of present 
troubles, of the basis of old evils working through false in- 
stitutions, and in deceiving ways cocrcing adherence and 
tolerance. Knowledge of the real -conditions that exist 
would induce the study of a course to reverse influences, to 
set the faces of people toward light and liberty. A club for 
this purpose should be in every school district, exposing 
sophistries that hav long woven webs of destruction round 
youth and »ge. The measure might combine pliysical, men- 
tal, and cthical culture, and growing soundness of functions 
would soon promis capacity to purge the state of corrup- 
tions, and close its doors against church interference. Post- 
ponement of these measurcs will, if they hav not now, let an 
appalling period of darkness and cruelty glide upon our 
country, loved for the light and joy of freedom. 

Yes; a Liberal woman who has labored long for the cul- 
ture of character that can cleansc our legislation and create 
an unlimited democracy has an earnest approval to offer T. M. 
Horne's proposed party and platform, uniting on a common 
basis the many factions founded in justice, and demanding 
equable dealing and democratic legislating. The party ap- 
pears necessary, and timely announcement requisit io ally 
and cement forces, and measures widespread and activ are in 
demand to produce understandings, friendly coherence, and 
many conditions for successful results. Increasing indica- 
tions of serious movements at home and abroad imply that a 
central bureau of ways and means cannot be too soon insti- 
tuted, for preparatory culture should spread through all the 
ranks of opposing sentiment, and by agents, societies, 
speakers to agitate, correspond, and regulate, draw those 
who would be with us if & standpoint of sympathy were 
made for them. By tenacious persistence, tyrannic cnviron- 
ments confuse and betray thousands who would accept con- 
sistency if it offered them and their doubts half-grown con- 
clusions and real convictions, a society standard of support. 
The Constitution and Declaration are forgotten. Liberals 
must needs declare a present standard and vouch for its de- 
fence. Oral agitation is ncgativ till doings are in progress. 
Who else will speak ? M. E. Tirrorsos. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. f 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


“I Meant To.” 


“ I did not rise at the breakfast-bell, 
But was 80 sleepy, I can’t tell— 
I meant to. 


** The wood’s not carried in, I know, 
But there’s the school-bell, I must go— 
I meant to. 


** My lesson I forgot to write, 
But nuts and apples were go niee— 
Imeant to. 
* T forgot to walk in on tiptoe; 
Oh, how the baby cries, oh, oh !— 
I meant to. 


‘¢ There, I forgot to shut the gate 
And put away my book and slate— 
I meant to. 


“ The cattle trampled down the corn ; 
My slate is broken, book is torn— 
I meant to.” 


Thus drawls poor idle Jimmie Hite, 
From mourn till noon, from noon till night— 
“I meant to." 


And when he grows to be a man, 
He'll hecdlessly mar every plan 
With that poor plea, “ I meant to.” 
—B&elected, 


Peppercorn Stories. 

Polly Peppercorn had been real sick, and 
having recovered sent for all the children to 
come to a lawn party. They had all missed 
their nice little talks during her illness, and 
were glad enough to hav Polly signify a wish 
to resume them. 

“We will hav a short mental exercise be- 
fore proceeding with our games," said she, 
“and what shall we speak about ?" 

As nobody iudicated any particular subject, 
and Molly Mullinleaf went head over heels 
over the wall and came up with a thumped 
head, Polly declared the mishap just gave 
them a theme to talk upon. 

“Inside that head of yours, Molly," said 
Polly, ‘‘there’s a brain. I think some time 
singe we told about the formation of the 
skull, how hard it is and covered with thick 
hair to protect the delicate and "wonderful 
machinery of. the brain. Do any of you 
know the use of the brain ?? 

‘We think ‘with it," quickly responded 
Grasshopper Sammy and Daisy Dewdrop. 

“Right. But it is not all in one piece or 
lump, the brain isn't. It has two parts or 
sections. The larger one is in the front and 
upper part of the head, and is in two sections. 
It is a queer-looking mass of whitish fibers, 
with little cells of gray stuff scattered thickly 
all on the outer portion of it. Thought, 
motiv, intelligence, seem to be somehow 
mysteriously centered in this gray mass 
which is called the cerebrum. I suppose you 
hav all seen the inside of an English walnut 
—well, the brain is all ridged and dented like 
the meat of the walnut. This is done by the 
process of thinking, and the more thinking 
that is donc the more ridgy or corrugated, as 
it is called, is the surface of the brain. Now, 
you are all thinking of that which I am tell- 
ing, and your little brains are getting little 
twists and turns in them. When you were 
all bits of babies your brains werc all plain 
and smooth, but as you slowly learned to 
think and reason they grew wrinkled and 
ridgy, and the gray matter began to expand 
or grow. Understand ?" 

‘Course we do," answered Harry Coal- 
skuttle. ‘‘ You make it as plain as can be, 
Polly.” 

“Thank you,” replied Polly, very much 
pleased—and it was fortunate she did not hear 
Johnny Gotobed's remark, ‘‘ She's a brick,” 
or she would hav reproved him severely for 
using slang. ''All intelligent creatures,” 
continued Polly, ‘‘hav the gray matter in the 
brain. It predominates——" 

“Thatth a big word!” exclaimed Peggy 
Primrose. 

“Yes; it means there is more of it than of 
other kinds, and I was going to say it pre- 
dominates in the brain of the little birds. 
You see, their brains are very small, but most 
all gray, and that accounts for their percep- 
tion, quickness, and intelligence. 

“‘Then there is the back brain or cerebel- 
lum, as it is called, in man, which does not 
hav convolutions or twists in it as the other 
part of the brain, but instead has ridges run- 
ning all the same way. The grayish matter 


. bill, means many very different things. 
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rans deep down into the white substance, and 
they branch out in an even and lovely man- 
ner, just like a tree, and indeed the cerebel- 
lum is sometimes very appropriately called 
"the tree of life." This part controls the 
muscles, and if it is diseased it may be no- 
ticed in the walk, or motions of the arms. I 
once was acquainted with a person who was 
affected in this way, and he walked very un- 
steadily, and would throw up one arm invol- 
untarily.” 

“Mith Polly, pleath ith the brain vewy 
hard?" asked Peggy Primrose. 

“ Oh, no; it is soft and doughy, all cells 
and fibers." 

"What is in the cells?—the thinks?" 
inquired Little Thimbleweed. 

They all laughed, and Polly made answer: 
** Oh, there is a liquid, and they are all bathed 
with the blood in the mass of blood-vessels 
that run criss-cross and every way among 
them. It seems to be afloat on top of a water- 
sac that is closed, and one-fifth of all the 
blood in the body is called for in this part of 
the frame. It is all very wonderful, and I 
only throw out these little hints so that you 
can follow them up and learn more. We 
should try very hard to keep our thoughts 
pure and sweet and honest, and not soil our 
minds with impure thoughts or weaken the 
brain by careless use of it. We should let it 
grow strong by earnest study, by contempla- 
tion of all that is good, true, and worthy. 

Bammy Stripedgrass announced that the 
strawberries and cream were ready, and, 
after the feast was over they played ‘‘ Puss in 
the Corner," ‘‘Catch, catch who can,” and 
other games. 

Presently Pussy Whitefoot came scamper- 
ing around the corner with a live mouse in 
her mouth. 

“ [ guess she does not belong to a Band of 
Mercy," said Frankie Muttonchops. ‘Scat 
there !” 

Whitefoot ran for the house, still holding 
the mouse firmly in her mouth. 


Two in a Quarrel. 


There's a knowing little proverb, 
From the sunny land of Spain : 
But in Northland, and in Sonthland, 
Is its meaning clear and plain. 
Lock it up within your heart ; 
Neither lose nor lend it— 
Twoit takes to make a quarrel, 
One can always end it. 


Try it well in every way, 
Still you find it true, 
In a fight without a foe, 
Pray, what could you do? 
If the wrath is yours alone, 
Soon you will expend it. 
Two it takes to make a quarrel, 
One can always end it. 


Let’s suppose that both are wroth, 
And the strife begun, 
If one voice shall cry for ** Peace,” 
Soon it will be done. 
If but one shall span the breach, 
He will quickly mend it. 
Two it takes to make a quarrel, 
One can always end it. 
—Mary E. Vandyke. 
——— -9— 


Something About Chinese. 

Chinese is a queer language. All its words, 
are only one syllable long. But the sounds 
in the Chinese language are not very many, 
some four hundred and sixty-five at most, 
and their written language contains about 
eighty thousand pictures, each picture rep- 
resenting a thing oridea. And these pictures 
must be committed to memory. This is hard 
work, and not even the wisest Chinese pro- 
fessor can learn them all. But now comes a 
difficulty. For, of course, where there are 
so many words and so few sounds, many 
different words hav to be called by the same 
sound. How then are they to tell, when 
several different things hav exactly the, same 
name, which of them is meant ? 

We hav such words. For instance, there 
is Bill, the name of a boy; and bill the beak 
of a bird ; there is bill, an old weapon, and 
bill, a piece of money; there is bill, an 
article over which legislatures debatc, and 
bill, a claim for payment ef money; besides 
bills of exchange, bills of lading, and so 
forth. But Chinese is full of such words of a 
single syllable, yen, for instance, which, like 
So 
they chose a number of little pictures, and 
agreed that these should be used as ‘‘ keys.” 
Each ‘‘ key" meant that the sign or signs near 
which it stood belouged to some large general 
set of things, like things of the vegetable, 
mineral, or animal kingdom, forests, mines, 
or seas, air, or water, or of persons, like gods 
ormen. It was like the game ealled Throw- 
ing Light, in which you guess the article by 
narrowing down the field until certain what 
it is. E 

But there Chinese writing stopped short, 


S. H. W. j 


thousands of years ago. "There it ig to-day. 
There are now two hundred -and fourteen of 
these "keys," and, by intense application, 
Chinamen learn to use their method with 


surprising quickness and  success.—8t. 
Nicholas. 
j i Juvenile Wit. 
“ Is your father at home, bubby ?":'* Yeth, 
thir.” “Can I see him?" ‘No, thir.” 
* Why not?" ‘’Cauth he'th locked up, and 


mother's gone shopping with the key of the 
room in her pocket." 

Two children were extolling the qualities 
of their respectiv papas. ‘‘ Mine is as tall 
as the garden wall,” said one. ‘‘ My papa 
can see over the wall!" ‘And mine, too, 
when he has his hat on!” : 

The curiosity of a child of five had been 
aroused by seeing a magnifying glass. 
* How many times does it magnify ?” asked 
a gentleman, thinking to puzzle him. *' As 
many times as you look through it," was the 
quick reply. 

Little Nel: ‘‘Why are lightning bugs 
called ‘blessings, mamma?’ Mamma: 
‘t Blessings," I never heard them called 
* blessings.'" Little. Nell: ‘“ But they are 
in this book." Mamma: “ Are you sure?” 
Little Nell: '*Oh, yes. Here it is, ' Bless- 


ings brighten as they take their flight.’” 
e 


Our Puzzle Box. 
1—900NUNDRUM. 


What is the difference between the little 
girl and the collar on the dog's neck? 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN THE CHILDREN'S CORNER 
JUNE 5, 1886. 
1.-** One hundred and eighty-four,” 
Has letters just a score. 
In twenty only six we see, 
And siz has letters only three. 
In nine are four, but (5) twenty-seven, 
As printed just requires eleven. 
In ** Baker's dozen”—that’s thirteen— 
Are only seven letters seen ; 
While &centy-siv, as verbal sign 
To count the letters, just takes nine. 
2.-A quarter to three. 3.~Bill, wing, tale 
(tail), I (eye), clause (claws), foul (fowl), tow 
(toc), board, crack. 
4.-Since the slight accident has come to 
pass 


To oT CORD 


Each one is like the other—a eut-lass. 
-oe -o 
Correspondence. 


BiNBROOK, Ont., June 6, 1886. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write a few lines to the Children’s Corner. 
Papa has taken Taz Trurn SEEKER for four 
ears. I never took any interest in the paper 
until the Children’s Corner was published, 
and I think it is very nice. I go to school 
now and study the Third Reader. I am 
afraid I am getting my letter too long, so 
I will draw to a close. ANNIE YOUNG. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
Youth. By Susan H. Wixon. Without Buper- 
stition. ‘The Only Iiustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children’s Story-Book ever issued. 66 full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heavy 
toned paper, broad margins, illuminated 
covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1.25. 

A Story of 


Two Little Red Mittens. 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 


e Young Folks, By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued at a reduced, price of 
$1.95, free of postage. This new edition has & 
photograph of the author which adds very 
much to the value of the volume, 

By 


The Youth's Liberal Guide. 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M. Price;$1.00. This 
volume aims at the education of youth in the 

rinciples of Freethought, at the same time 
hat it inculcates moral duties and human 
rights irom a standpoint of pure reason and 
common sense. ddress THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write. 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Earl 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By Wm, HENRY 
Burr. Price, 25 cents. For sale at this office. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, itis now known to be the work ot W. 
H. BURR, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at this office. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


OR, 


MEN or Business Wao Dip SOMETHING BESIDES 
ING MONTY. 


A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 
BY JAMES PARTON, 


This book contains 400 pages, plainly printed, 
treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 
helped the world; together with eight portraits. 
Mr. Parton’s works need no commendation. They 
are standard. 

Price, - - - - - $1.25. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
33 Clinton Place. New York. 


THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION, 

From the German of MAX NORDAU. 


SEVENTH EDITION. . 


A most powerfully written book.—Phila, Record. 
This Book is not a Book! Itis a Deed! and 
those who oppose it will prove that they fear it.— 
Vienna News, Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER ÇO., 
83 Clinton P1.. New York. 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


OR, ; 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 


BY 
H.J. SEIGNEURET, 
Secularist. 


Price, 5 - P, 2 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO: 


ELEMENTS 


UNIVERSA HISTORY 


ron 
HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS 
AND FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. 


By Prof. H. M. Cottinger, A.M.. 


This book is just what the busy world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of history from 2,000 
years B.C. on up to 1883, all in a nutshell.—Et- 
mina Stenker. — . à 

As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place; 1n the family it would be no 
less important, as conveying information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan Wixon. 

Mr. Cottinger's intentions in writing this book 
are excellent, and his standpoint admirable. 
may be commended as fulfilling its purpose of a 
concise and interesting historical text-book.— 
Milwaukee Sentinel. 

Price, Cloth, $1.50. 
For Schools, in Quantities, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


VOLT AIRES ROMANCES. 


CONTENTS : 

The White Buli: A Satirical Romance.—Zadig ; 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princess 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowns. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas.— 
The World asit Goes.—The Black and the White. 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato's Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid paper. With 67 
engravings. Price, cloth, bevele oards, $92.00. 
Half calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


The Bie Analy 


John R. Kelso, A.M. 


CONTENTS: 

The Old Testament.—The New Testament, —The 
Creation.—The Deluge.—The Exodus.—The Mira- 
cles cf the Bible.—The Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Bible.—The 
Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 
she Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 

ayior. 

Crown octavo, 833 pp. 
by mail, post paid. Pii 


Bible Fabrications Refuted 
: and 
The Errors of the Bible Exposed, 
BY 0. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 


Price, 15 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.. 


83 Clinton Place, New York. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it. 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents; 
twenty-five copies for $1; one himdred copies for 
$3. We wish thatthe friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


THE MODERN. BALAAM. 


ce, $3.00. 


Y 


Showing the Balaam of modern times to be the : 


priests. 
per dozen, 30 cents par hundred, $1.50; 


tisa splendid pictorial argument. Price,” 


Splendidly executed. Sent - 


S 


LESSON IN HISTORY. 


. cards, which we offer for sale. 


Agents for the Truth Seeker. 
OALIFORNIA. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
OANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto. 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
IDAHO, 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
i ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
] INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 
; MAINE, 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
Mills). 
; MASSACHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
MIOHIGAN. 
‘A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
S. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 485. 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. 
Dr. Wolff, 620 North 5th street, St. Louis. 
Joseph L. Andrew, Liberal. 
NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YORK. 
Drentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 865 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 
OHIO. 

N. Hexter, 303 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON. 

Wm. Chance, Astoria. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr. J. H. Rhodes, 315 North 10th st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
H. Clay Luse, Waynesburg. 
W. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
TENNEBBEE. N 
Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 
TEXAS. 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 
UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
D. F. Keeler, Park City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 


VIRGINIA. 
Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker, Snowville. 


ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s Court, Fleet street, 
London. 


i Mottoes for Freethinkers. 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the “ God-bless-our- 
home” placards which disfigure the walls of so 
many houses. They are printed on heavy card- 
board, 9 inches by 221-3. The motto is in black, 


. with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
` gram of U.M. L. The following are the various 


-1eadings: 


THE LIVING HAV A RIGHT TO CONTROL 
THE WORLD. 


7 REASON I8 THE LAMP OF THE MIND; 
: THE ONLY TORCH OF PROGRESS. " 


THE TIME TO BE HAPPY IS NOW, : 
AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY IS HERE. 


NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE 
TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. 


THE WORLD IS MY COUNTRY} 
: TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION. ; 
The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents. 
For Freethought societies there is a large card 
22 x 1b inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading; containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
aligm. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Price, 90 
cents. Any of these will be sent postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton PL, New York City. 


A NRW PAMPHLET.—JUST OUT. 


ADAMI AND HEVA, 
BY S. P. PUTMAM. 


A poetic version of the Indian Story of the Gar- 
den of Eden, in which its superiority to the muti- 
lated copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. 

PRICE, 10 CENTS. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
83 Olinton Place, New York. 
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Price, Twenty-Five Cents. 


THE 


TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 


—AND— 


 FREETHINKERS' ALMANAC 


~C1886.0%2 


(E. M. 


286.) 


WITH THIRTY PORTRAITS OF DISTINGUISHED ,EUROPEAN FREE- 
THINKERS, SCIENTISTS, AND PHILOSOPHERS, AND 
NUMEROUS OTHER ILLUSTRATIONS. 


—^——— 
CONTENTS. 
; PAGE PAGR 
Calendar for 1886, DLL 5 | The Irn Virgin, - -.- - . 77 
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ILLUSTRATIONS. 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 


33 CLINTON PLACE, 


HISTORY 
OF THE 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe. 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 
Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


tf Clinton Pl., New York city. 


Nablath-Breaking. 


Author of “False Claims,” “Bible 
' Morals,” Etc. 


The best and most thorough work ever written 


on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 


view. 


Large and Handsome Print. 


SINGLE COPIES, Te 
Six Corrzs, . a * 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


CHRISTIANITY 


A REWARD FOR CRIME. 


Substantiated by the Bible. 
BY 
O. B. WHITFORD, M. D. 
Price, 16 Cents. | Per Dozen, $1.00. 


Address 


25 cents. 
$1.00. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, - 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


REPLY 
TO REV. L. A. LAMBERTS 
“NOTES ON INGERSOLL” 
By B. W. Lacy. 
A thorough exposure of the Catholic priest’ 
sophistry, unfairness, and histor- 2 
ical misstatement. 
Prie., Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


KERSEY GRAVES’S WORKS. 


Sixteen Saviors or None, By Kerr- 
SEY GuaveEs, auther of the World's Sixteen 
Crucitied Saviors; The Bible of Bibles, and 
Biography of Satan. Paper, 75 cents; cloth, $1. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven | 


Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thotsavd biblical errors in science, history, 
mor il, religion, and general events. Also a 
delineation of the characters of the principal 
personnges of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amiiation of their doctrins. Price, $2. 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 35 cents. 

The World's Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history which disclose the oriental 
origin of all the doctrines, principles, precepts, 
and miracles of the Christian New Testament, 
and furnishing a key for unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 
history of sixteen oriental crucified gods. $2. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


33 Olintou Place. New York. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibit- 
‘cal Works, 
By THOMAS PAINE, 


“ The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, ie Six copies for 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 

Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Griat 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 
ration.” 


Price, 35 cents. 
For either of these works, or_a: of Paine’s 
quest A TRUTH SEEKE 


iti Address THE TRUT. 
moe 33 Clinton l'lace, New York. : 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 
; Price, 25 cents, 


S. P. Putnam’s Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 

Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
* A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power ; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day."-—John 
Swinton’s Paper. 

Golden Throne, a Romance. “The 
author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is within him. he book is filled with 
manly thoughts, expressed in manly words— 
the transcript of am nly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ "—INGERSOLL. $1. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- ` 
gel andthe Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown thére is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 

Prometheus, A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty."—Dr. HENRY W. BELLOWS, $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth; Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents, 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 


other Agnoscic Poems. . Price,.10 cts. 
For all of the above address 
HE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


The History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and lettered. Price,$1.25. CoNTENTS : 
Section I. Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section If. Whatit 
Owes to Mohammedanism. Section II. Free- 
thought Martyrs and, Confessors. Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Sec- 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 

The American Secular Union; its 
Necessity, and the Justice of its Nine Demands. 
(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll.) 
82 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts, 

Y L] . 

Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22pagesin cover. Price, 10 cts. 

Christian Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh. Con- 
tents : The Origin of Christianity; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 

Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. 

Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 


Watts are published at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS EACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible: Freethought and 
Modern Progress; Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
arism; Science and Bible Antagonistic; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption, For all of 
the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


FREETHOUGHT WORKS, 


PUBLISHED AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE. 


Resurrection of Jesus. Showing the 
contradictions and doubts in which the 
subject is involved. By W. S. Beru. Re- 
vised edition. 25 cents. 


Revelations of Antichrist. An ex- 
haustiv work proving conclusivly that no 
such person as Jesus Christ existed in the 
reign of Tiberius, but that a Jesus, the 
son of Mary, was stoned and hanged 
about a century before, and that his dis- 
ciples, Simon Kepha, alias Peter, and the 
apostle Paul, both lived and died before 
the Christian era. 446 pages and full in- 
dex, Price, $2. 


The Anonymous Hypothesis of Cre- 
ation. A Brief Review of the so- 
called Mosaic Account. By James F. 
Furniss. Cloth, 50 cents. 


The Brain and the Bible. By E»can 
C. Brant. With a Preface by Rogert G. 
INGERSOLL, who says of it: ‘This book, 
written by a brave nnd honest man, is 
filled with brave and honest thoughts. 
The arguments it presents cannot be an- 
swered by all the theologians in the 
world." Price reduced to $1. 


The Creed of Christendom. Its 
foundation contrasted with its super- 
structure. By W. RATHBONE Grea. One 
of the clearest and ablest works ever 


written. $1.50, 
The Essence of Religion. From the 
German of L. Feversacu. Author of th 


Essence of Christianity, ete. In cloth, 


reduced to 50 cents. 


The Godly Women of the Bible. A 
History of all the women who figure in the 
Bible. Shurp and telling iu style. Paper, 
50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Heathens of the Heath. A finely 
written Radical romance. By Ww. Mc- 
DoxNELL, author of Exeter Hall, Family 


Creeds, Day of Rest, etc. 500 pages, 
Paper, 80 cents; cloth, $1.25: 
The Holy Bible Abridged, Contain- 


ing the choice passages and lovely mor- 
ceaus particularly pleasing to Comstock. 
169 pages. Paper, 30 cents; cloth, 50 cts. 


The Jamieson-Ditzler Debate. A 
nine-days’ debate on God, the Bible, 
Christianity, and Liberalism. Between 
W. F. Janmeson and Rev. Jacon DrTZLEB, 
D.D. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 oenta. 


H 
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Book Notices. 


INGERSOLL’S ‘‘ PROSE POEMS.” 


Some of Robert G. Ingersoll’s strongest 
supporters and warmest admirers are num- 
bered among the men and women of the dra- 
matic profession. The fervid eloquence, the 
brilliant wit, the rich poetical fancy, and the 
broad philanthropy of this great orator and 
thinker appeal with irresistible force to actors, 
whose keen sympathies and responsiv mental- 
ity render them singularly and happily appre- 
ciativ of the golden words dropped from the 

"lips of such a man. They cannot fail, there- 
fore, to be grateful that the brightest jewels 
of Ingersoll's thought hav been gathered and 
published in appropriately beautiful form. 
And these ‘‘ Prose Poems and Selections” are 
a veritable treasure-house to the reader. 

Ingersoll is not ** understanded of the peo- 
ple." He is falsely called “the great icono- 
Clast;” he is looked upon by thousands—to 
whom his name is the synonym of iniquitous 
disbelief, and who for the most part hav 
formed their. estimate of his views not from 
personal knowledge, but by evil report and 
irresponsible hearsay—as a blatant blas- 
phemer; he is denounced from the pulpit 
and execrated in the pew; he is ignorantly mis- 
construed, misquoted, and misunderstood. 
This is the inevitable penalty of upholding lib- 
erty of thought, action, and speech. Those who 
dare not slip the leash of prejudice find agree- 
able occupation in vilifying those who do. To 
differ in one's opinions from the opinions of 
others is little less than a crime even in these 
enlightened days. ] . 

While we do not mean to indorse or oppose 
Ingersoll’s theological beliefs and disbeliefs, 
we do not like to see them grossly distorted 
nor the remarkable purity and integrity of 
the man impugned. And we think that the 
volume to which this article is devoted ‘will 
do much to set the author in a just-light þe- 

‘fore his countrymen, as well as furnish 
pleasure to those who share his ideas. We 
are Certain that no man or woman, Christian 
or Infidel, can peruse these ‘‘ Prose Poems” 
without feeling respect for the sincerity and 
admiration for the genius of the massiv mind 
that conceived them. The fragments cover a 
great variety of topics, and they furnish 
some striking examples of the virility of his 
arguments, his classic simplicity and purity 
of expression, and the surpassing beauty of 
his style. ' The thoughts are those of one who 
truly loves his fellow-men; who hates sham, 
falsehood, and superstition; who sturdily ad- 
vocates principles that concern the best in- 
teresis of humanity; who takes a cheery, 
healthy, hopeful view of life and vigorously 
resents the popular impression that this is 
but a vale of tears. There are gleams of sun- 
shine in every page, glittering gems of epi- 
gram, tender sympathy with the frailties of 
mankind, rare insights into the beauties of 
nature, and passages of eloquent English that 
thrill the soul and stir the blood. 

We hav space for but a few quotations— 
yet these will serve as an index to the con- 
tents of this work: 


The peroration of an address delivered in 
this city before the Grand Army of the Re- 
public: ‘‘ But what of those who fell? There 
is no language to express the debt we owe, 
the love we bear, to all the dead who died for 
us. Words are but barren sounds. We can 
but stand beside their graves and in the,hush 
and silence feel what speech has never told. 
They fought, they died; and for the first 
time since man has kept & record of events, 
the heavens bent above and domed a land 
without a serf, a servant, or a slave." 

From a tribute to his dead brother. ‘‘He 
believed that happiness is the only good, rea- 
son the only torch, justice the only worship, 
humanity the only religion, and love the only 
priest. He added to the sum of human joy, 
and were everyone to whom he did some lov- 
ing service to bring a blossom to his grave, 
he would sleep to-night beneath a wilderness 
of flowers. Life is a narrow vale between the 
cold and barren peaks of two eternities. We 
strive in vain to look beyond the hights. We 
cry aloud, and the only answer is the echo of 
our wailing cry. From the voiceless lips of 
the unreplying dead there comes no word; 
but in the night of death hope sees a star, 
and listening love can hear the rustle of a 
wing.” . 

At a child's grave: ‘‘ Every cradle asks us 
“Whence ?' and every coffin ‘ Whither?” The 
poor barbarian, weeping above his dead, can 
answer these questions just as well as the 
robed priest of the most authentic creed. No 
man, standing where the horizon of a life has 
touched a grave, has any right to prophesy a 
future filled with pain and tears." 

Of freedom : ‘‘1s it a small thing to quench 
the flames of hell with the holy tears of pity ; 
to unbind the martyr from the stake; break 
all the chains; put out the fires of civil war; 
stay the sword of the fanatic, and tear the 
bioody hands of the church from the white 
throat of science? Is it a small thing to 
make men truly pure—to destroy the dogmas 
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of ignorance, prejudice, and power—the 
poisoned fables of superstition, and drive 
from the beautiful face of earth the fiend of 
fear?” 

Of originality: ** An argument is new until 
it has been answered. An argument is abso- 
lutely fresh and has upon its leaves the dew 
of the morning, until it has been refuted. 

Substance is eternal; forms are new. 
So in the human mind certain ideas, or in the 
human heart certain passions, are forever 
old; but genius forever givs them new forms, 
new meanings; and this is the perpetual 
originality of genius." 

Of Voltaire: ‘‘ Voltaire was the intellectual 
autocrat of his time. From his throne at the 
foot of the Alps he pointed the finger of scorn 
at every hypocrit in Europe. e was the 
pioneer of his century. He was the assassin 
of superstition. Through the shadows of 
faith and fable, through the darkness of myth 
and miracle, through the midnight of Chris- 
tianity, through the blackness of bigotry, 
past cathedral and dungeon, past rack and 
stake, part altar and throne. he carried, with 
chivalric hands, the sacred torch of reason.” 

The Infidel: ‘‘ In looking at the cathedral 
he remembered the dungeon. The music of 
the organ was not loud enough to drown the 
clank of fetters. Hecould not forget that the 
taper had lighted the fagot. He knew that 
the cross adorned the hilt of the sword, and 
so where others worshiped, he wept.” 

At the tomb of Napoleon: “I thought of 


the orphans and widows he bad made—of the ; 


tears that had been shed for his glory, and of 
the only woman who ever loved him, pushed 
from his heart by the cold hand of ambition. 
And I said I would rather hav been a French 
peasant and worn wooden shoes. I would 
rather hav lived in a hut with a vine growing 
over the door and the grapes growing purple 
in the amorous kisses of the Autumn sun. 

I would rather hav been that man, and 
gone down to the tongueless silence of the 
dreamless dust, than to hav been that impe- 
rial impersonation of force and murder known 
as Napoleon the Great.” 

Of free will: ‘‘Is it not possible that each 
brain isa field, where all the senses sow the 
seeds of thought? Some of these fields are 
mostly barren, poor, and hard, producing 
only worthless seeds; and some grow sturdy 
oaks and stately palms; and some are like the 
tropic world, where plants and trees and vines 
seem royal children of the soil and sun." 

Of love: ‘‘Love is the magician, the en- 
chanter, that changes worthless things to joy 
and makes right royal kings and queens of 
common clay It is the perfume of that won- 
drous flower, the heart, and without that 
sacred passion, that divine swoon, we are less 
than beasts; but with it earth is heaven and 
we are gods.” 

Beethoven'sSixth symphony: ‘‘ This sound- 
wrought picture of the fields and woods, of 
flowering hedge and happy home, where 
thrushes build and swallows fly, and mothers 
sing to babes; this echo of the babbled lullaby 
of brooks that, dallying, wind and fall where 
meadows bare their daisied bosoms to the 
suy; this joyous mimicry of summer rain, 
the laugh of children, and the rhythmic rus- 
tle of the whispering leaves; this strophe of 
peasant life; this perfect poem of content and 
love."— Dramatic Mirror. 

PROHIBITION. 

Dear TnurH SEEKER: It is not my inten- 
tion, on the present occasion, to write an 
article on the above important subject. Ona 
future occasion I shall probably write such 
an article. I wish now simply to call the at- 
tention of your readers to the recent_lecture 
of Prof. W. S. Bell, of Chicago, on “ Anti- 
Prohibition.” This is a remarkably able lect- 
ure, now in pamphlet form, and it should be 
read by every American citizen. Those Lib- 
erals especially who, lured by the specious 
bait of a pretended temperance movement, 


are about to be caught on the church hook, 
should giv this lecture a careful reading. It 
may be the means of their salvation. With 
the sledgehammer of logic, Professor Bell 
knocks every prop from under the prohibition 
platform. The advocates of prohibition, there- 
fore, would do well to heed his advice, and 
desist from an undertaking which is bound 
to end in failure, and which, could it end 
otherwise, would simply reverse the motion 
of the wheels of progress and carry us back 
to the dark and bloody days of the Inquisi- 
tion. If we can be successfully robbed of 
our liberty to use our own judgment in re- 
gard to what we shall drink, we can, with 
equal success, and with equal propriety, be 
also robbed of our liberty. to use our own 
judgment in regard to what we shall eat, 
wear, read, believe, speak, worship, etc. In- 
deed the successful prohibition of our liberty 
in regard to any one of these things is the 
doom of our liberty in regard to them all. 
Let us, then, take warning and act before it 
is too late. 

Our Prohibition friends correctly contend 
that,.so long as ardent spirits of any kind are 
imported into the United States, or manufact- 
ured and sold therein, certain persons will 
be injured by the excessiv use of them. All 
of this, however, is equally true of money 
and of many other things. Indeed, far more 
evil results from love of money than from 
love of drink. Why not, then, prohibit the 
use of money as weli as of drink? So of 
women. Why not prohibit them? So lon 
as they be permitted to remain among us will 
not many men be injured by the excessiv use 


of them? If prohibition be good in one of 
these cases, why is it not equally good in the 
others? Let us be consistent! 

If our Prohibition friends would succeed 
in their unwise undertaking, they must begin 
at the root of the evil. This they are not 
doing. The root of the evil lies, not in the 
manufacture and the sale of intoxicating 
drinks, but in the appetite, generally hered- 
itary, that calls for the manufacture and the 
sale of these drinks. So long as this appetite 
exists, so long as it calls, with money, for 
intoxicating drinks, and so long as the love of 
money exists, these drinks will be manufact- 
ured and sold in spite of any and of all Pro- 
hibitory legislation. This appetite, then, and 
this love of money, must be prohibited. This 
appetite, however, and this love of money, 
depend, to a great extent, upon Certain cra- 
nial developments, certain phrenological 
“bumps.” These “bumps,” then, must be 
prohibited. In them we hav the root of the 
evil. Let stringent laws, then, be enacted 
against being born with these ‘‘ bumps.” 
Let Carrion Comstock, Senator Edmunds, or 
some other proper person, under the direc- 
tion of some good phrenologist, hav his head 
whittled down to just the size and shape re- 
quired’ by temperance and virtue; Jet plaster 


-models of this head be made and placed, at 


the public expense, in every house; and then 
let it be made a capital offense to be born 
with & head differing ever so little in shape 
from this model. hen our Prohibitionist 
friends go thus to the root of the evil, they 
may reasonably hope for success. Having 
myself long fought under the Prohibition 
banner, and having been uniformly and glo- 
riously beaten in every battle, I set to work 
to learn the causes of our many defeats. I 
hav found them in the fact that we were try- 
ing to do a wrong thing, in a wrong way. 
My advice, then, ought to hav some weight 
with Prohibition soldiers of less experience. 
Jonn R. Kxrso. 
Longmont, Col., June 2, 286. : 


Men, WOMEN, AND Gops. By Helen H. Gar- 
dener. Paper, 50.cents; cloth, $1. New 
York: The Truth Seeker Company, 38 Clin- 
ton Place. : 
Nearly all men are agreed that women 

ought to hav a religion. In Christian coun- 

tries by “ religion” is generally meant the old 
orthodox belief that the world was made in 
six days, that God rested on the seventh, that 
in process of time men were so wicked that 
he sent his only son, Jesus Christ, t» die for 
them, and that without justification by faith 
no man can be saved. This is the kind of 
religion which many men, even the most ad- 
vanced and learned, would like their wives to 


hav. They think it is good for the nursery, 
the Sunday-school, the church, and the fire- 
side, especially when the children of the 
family are in their early years. There is, in- 
deed, another kind of religion, which Miss 
Gardener preaches, at which we shall arrive 
in a moment, and which takes no account at 
all of the points to which we hav been refer- 
ring. Itis the religion of disbelief in every 
creed excepting that of right-doing, recogniz- 
ing what it calls the inconceivability of God, 


the impossibility of immortality, and the im- | 


perativness of duty. Miss Helen H. Gardener, 
who was introduced to her first audience in 
New York by Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, is an 
Infidel of this description. She has written 
a volume of one hundred and seventy pages, 
which has been brought out by the Truth 
Seeker Company, of this city, none of our 
noted publishers caring to tackle a work of 
this character. The contents are three lect- 
ures or essays, entitled ‘‘Men, Women, and 
Gods,” ** Vicarious Atonement,” ** Historical 
Facts and Theological Fictions,” together 
with an appendix. We hav no disposition to 
do injustice to Miss Gardener. If she is 
wrong in her convictions, as well as in her 
way of expressing them, and continues to the 
end to be and do both, she is, according to 
the doctrins she denounces, in an infinitly 
worse condition than we could possibly wish 
her to be, and needs the infinit pity of her 
worst theological enemies. Her mind is very 
bright, her convictions very sincere, and her 
intentions deeply earnest. Such hatred of 
ignorance and prejudice, such reverence for 
the good and the beautiful, such courage in 
carrying out to its utmost reaches the logic 
she has espoused, are not often seen in a wo- 
man. What a pity that these qualitiesshould 
be a trifle marred by a tone of jesting which 
is utterly inconsistent with the inconceivable 
importance of her themes. In that respect 
she is only too good a pupil of the famous 
“Bob” Ingersoll. But to return to Miss 
Gardener her book is well worth reading, de- 
spite the defects to which we hav referred.— 
New York Evening Telegram. 
te 
Come or Go. 
t Come to Christ !? the parson cried. 
** Pd like to see him,” answered I, 
* Pve read that he was crucified, 
But never heard exactly why 
From source that I could credit. 
I've read that some great God had planned 
The way his only son should die; 
To save mankind whom he had damned, 
But I believed it all a lie 
The first time that I read it." 
* Go to hell!” the parson cried; 
** You're past redemption, and 'twere well 
That you had in your childhood died, 
And left more vacant room in hell. 
You're lost, and don't forget it !" - 
Socorro, N. M, D. W. WALCOTT, 


A Freethought Missionary Gone. 


Mx. Eprror: After a long and painfu 
illness, my dear mother, Sarah C. Hilton, 
sank into that last solemn sleep which, in my 
opinion, knows no awakening. We grieve at 
our loss, but we feel assured it is her gain. 
The jars and frets and cankering cares of this 
life will never more disturb her. Purity, 
sincerity, and charity were the activ living 
principles that guided her. The aim of her 
life was the elevation of humanity physically, 
mentally, and morally. She will long livin 
the hearts of all who knew her. f i 

She was born in Embden, Somerset county, 
Maine, June 11, 1818. She was the youngest 
child of Timothy and Jane (McFadden) 


Cleveland; married McKinney Hilton, July - 


9, 1840; died at the home of her only daugh- 
ter, May 19, 1886, making her 67 years 11 
months 8 days. The last eighteen years she 
had been 4 resident of Illinois. She was bap- 
tized by Elder Stillson, and was a member of 
the Freewill Baptist church twenty-five years. 
Her religious views gradually underwent a 
change till she identified herself with the 
Liberals by joining the New York Freethink- 
ers’ Association and was 2 charter member of 
the Illinois state Liberal League. She em- 
braced the grand idea of universal mental 
liberty that Liberalism teaches, and became 
an enthusiastic worker. 
was the middle of February, to hear Professor 
Remsburg's lectures. She made every ar- 
rangement in detail for a Freethought burial 
to take place from our home. Professor Bell, 
of Chicago, formerly a Methodist miuister, 


then à Universalist, and lastly a Liberal, deliv-- 
ered the funeral discourse from the ‘‘Truth . 


Seeker Collection,” Form 8, with Bryant's 
*"Thanatopsis" added. Dr. Braffat, her first 
attending physician (we had five iu all), pro- 
nounced & beautiful eulogy. A choir that 
had a Freethinker for a leader sang three 


pieces and played a dirge while the procession | 


viewed the remains. The bearers selected 


were Freethinkers, making it the first Free- 


thought funeral that ever occurred in our 
midst. ; 
Ayer’s hand-book were uttered by Mr. Bell as 
the parting words: 

Peaceful and fair is the smiling repose 


Her last time out ` 


The following lines from A. R. ` 


That the breast-cradled slumber of infancy knows; - 


Sound is the rest of the weary and worn, P 

Waona feet hav been galled with the dust and the 
thorn; 

Sweet is the sleep on the eyelids of youth, 

When they dream of the world as all pleasure and 
truth. » 

Child, pilgrim, and youth shall awaken again ' 

To journeys of toil and trial and pain. 

But oh! there's a sweet and visionless sleep, 

The calm and the stirless, the long and the deep. 

"Tis the sleep that is soundest and sweetest of all, 

When onr couch is the bier and our night-robe the 
pall. . ] 

No voice then of foe or friend can impart 

The proud flush to the cheek or warm throb to the 
heart. 

The lips of the dearest may seek for the breath, 


But their kiss cannot rouse the calm stillness of ` 


death. 
"Tis a long, 'tis a last, tia a beautiful rest, 


When all sorrow has passed from the brow and the ` 


breast. 


She was taken to New Lenox, Will county, 
for interment, and laid to rest in the presence 


| of all the nearest and dearest relativs, besides 


distant ones. We left her with all the sweet 
and thrilling influences of fragrant fiek s, of 
flowering plants, of bursting buds and blos- 
soming vines, of silvery streams and genial 
summer showers, of jeweled nights and dawn- 
ing days, melodious with the songs of birds. 
Mrs. Saran J. Paine. 
Earlville, TU., June 1, 1886. 


Books on Practical Steps in Fresent Needs. 


History of Woman's Costume Movement; its 
first 35 years, Events and Persecutions, Supple- 
mented by Modern Martyrdom. 192pp., tine paper, 

5c. Progress vs. Fashion. 32pp., paper, 10 
oman's Way Out. 32pp., paper, 10c. Love an 
Transition. Poctic, in two parts; an Epic and an 

Argument. 191pp.;in fine cloth and gilt, 760. 
Sent on receipt of Pree, by the author, 
tojni M. E. TILLOTSON, Vineland, N. J. 


THE RISE OF 


INTELLECTOAL LIBERTY 


From Thales to Copernicus. 


By FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND, Author of “The 
Reign of the Stoics.” 


“This is a book not only to be read once, but to 
be kept and referred to, and 
year to year It is a guide-book of Liberalism 

hrough the past centuries prior to 1600, the era of 
Copernicus and Bruno, It does not take the place 
of other histories like Gibbon, Hallam, or Lecky, 

ut it makes them intelligible by pointing out the 
white light that has been cast upon the lurid 
clouds of ignorance, superstition, and cruelty, 
from the little stream of Freethought that has 
flowed in its ragged, broken, and obstructed course 
down through the ages which now liv only as our 
realm of Memory and Admonition." 


Octavo, 468 pp. PRICE, $3.00. 
Address THE TRUHT SEEKER. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 
Price, 26 cente, — 2 


ondered over from ` 


Tesi 


, 
Ingersolls Works. 
The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 

' In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
* Humboldt,” * Thomas Paine,” ** Individual- 
-ity and “ Heretics and Heresies.” : 
The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cta ; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: “ The Ghosts,” “Liberty for Man, 
Woman; and Child,” “ The Declaration of In- 
ependence,” * About Farming in Minois,” 
t The Grant Banquet,» “The Yov. Alexander 


Clark,” “The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream,” and * A Tribute to Ebon C, Ingersoll.” 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.25. 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. l 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 


per, 25 cents, f 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 


Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah 8. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10 cents. $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 


large, clear type, and containing as much as 
cou 


This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the Editor E the San Lah ode ey cents; & 
cents per dozen; copies, $1; ie . 

, Millions of these should be circulated. sar 

Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert Q, Ingersoll. Price, 10 cents. 


Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 


Large size octavo, paper, 15 cents, 


Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 
Bound in one volume. To meet the demand 
for Mr. Ingersoll's works, the publisher has had 
. all his lectures, except the latest on ‘ Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 


d be delivered in two ordinary lectures.: 


calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 |. 


pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 


Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll's “Tribute to 

is Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “Grant 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over 

* Little Harry Miller's Grave,” that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and in large, clear type; suita- 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 

to any address, for 50cts, or either one for 15cts, 


Prose Poems and Selections. This 
new book isa gem. Itis a model in eyery rẹ- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated ** Decoration Day Oration,” never be~ 
fore published, and all the famous “tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till*now; many other gems, 
Selected from the speeches, Arguments; lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and da 
versationg of the author, The wor 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 
purpos 
fac simile, has been prepared especially or it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt, back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and 


Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 


life, price, $1.50 each. Every admirer of these 
apostles of Religious Liberty should hav them. 


- Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 

` ^  §uperb photographs, 22x28, $5; panel, 10X(x17, 

$3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents; card, 20 cts. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 
Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen. Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Churcli and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church aud Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
Church and the Republic. 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture: Falsehood and 
Deception; (Cheating :, Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o. 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 

. Special discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 
and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
aud handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Bunc ay Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; ‘Testimony of the ristian Fathers; The 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages: The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
.Beholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws. Price, % cents ; six copies, $1.00. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver; Jefferson_an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts. 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the stor 
of the Author-Hero's life, delineates the lead 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 

dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 

it. Choice extracts from * Common Sense,” 
* American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
. of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine's 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
- tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E, Free- 
end Convention, January 29, 1884. Price, 

cents, ; 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
33 ian Place, New York. 


-to-day con- | 
is designed [-—————-—--—— += mm ee rr peu voL 

Women Support It; What It Teaches; From | May Think; Intellectual Gag-Law; The Vi 
a fine steel portrait, with autograph | 


N spired as. Any of It. 
| VICARIOUS ATONEMENT: Feur;. Beginning 


Moses to Paul; The Fruit of the Tree of Knowl- 


edge; Knowledge Not a Crime; As Much In- 


to Think; Creeds; Self-Control What We Need; 
Vicarious Atonement Not a Christian Inven- 
tion; Twin Monsters from Intellectual Pig- 


carious Theory the Cause of Crime; Revision; 
The Church's Money-Box; Shall Progress Stop? 
HISTORICAL FACTS AND THEOLOGICAL 
FICTIONS: Church Fictions; Historical Facts 
+ —(Civilization, Comparativ Status, Women us 
Persons, Education, As Wives, Not Woman’s 
Friend, Morals). 1 


Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 Cents. 


'The 'Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 
. l Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 
Photo-Engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50c. 


Ingersoll’s Tributes, SOCIAL WEALTH. 


REOUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 


.nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 


ing. The titles are: 
The Vision of War, 
Tribute to his Brother, 
The Grant Bauquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. 
The price of these heretofore has been $1. Wa 
offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 
THE FOUR FOR FIFTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Pl., New York. 


A SKETCH OF THE LIFE 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA, 


OR THE 
First Ten Decades of Our Era. 


BY 
DANIEL M. TREDWELL. 
Designed to show upon the authority of Histor 


that Apollonius of Tyana performed miracles an 
spoke wise sayings equal to those attributed to 
e 


sus Christ. 850pp., octavo, best style. Price $2.50. 
: ‘Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER office. 


ASruUDY | 
PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY 


BY LEWIS C. JANE3. 


This book treats of the natural evolution of the 
Christian religion, its historical antecedents in 
Palestinian Judaism and Roman Paganism ; in- 
yestigates the history of the founder of Christian- 
ity in the light of the latest scientific eriticism of 
the New Testament; shows that the trne story of 
the Man Jesus, and his genuin teaghings are 
separable from the later legendary accretions 
which hav confounded him with the mythical 
Christ, and traces the natural development of 
Christian dogma and ecclesiastical iwstitutions, 
Complete references and full index.  820pp. 8vo» | 
cloth, gilt top. Price $1.50. 

Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER Office. | 


The Sole Factors and Exact Ratios in Its 
Acquirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 


: CONTENTS: Economie Schools: a brief re- 
view of their Origin and Growth; Rise und 
Growth of Capitalism; Unearned Increase: 
profit, interest, rent; Conservation of Wealth; 
Tools and Improved Machinery; The Nature of 
Wages; Private and Social Wealth; Land Own- 
ership; Private Property in Land; Capital and 
the Productiv Factors; Partnership and Co-op- 
eration; Law of Contracts; Money and Credit; 
Of Value or Econome Ratios; Taxation as a 
Remedy; Reforms, not Remedies; Suggestions 
to Legislators; Conclusion. ; 


Price, Cloth, $1.09. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Clinton Place, New York. 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


The Present and the Future 
Republic of North America, 
BY A CAPITALIST. 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty, vice, and crime, It deals with the present 
conditions of society in this country, pointing ont 
their imperfections, and showing how it is almost 
impossible that the people should be other than 
poor and vicious under our present system. The 


| remedy, the author thinks, isin communal life, 


and he has drawn a vivid picture of the future 
Republic of North America, as it will be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. ` 

Price $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 


vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet |. 


refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions, 
with numerous references and citations, that 


are contradicted in terms by the same number 


of other propositions in the same book. Price 


25 cents. 


RUPTURES CUREDS 


myMedical Compound and Improved 
lastic Supporter Truss in from 30 to 
90 days. Reliable references given Send 

stamp for circular, and say in what papet 
you saw my advertisement, Address Capt 


W. A. Collings, Smithville, Jefferson Co. Ne 


i| watches, chains, bracelets, gold and 
j| goo 


i jeweled, $19; same, adjusted, $22. 


NN 
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| SCIENCE LECTURES. 
i Liberal friends visiting Philadelphia should at- 
fend the Spring Course of Science Lectures 
jevery Sunday evening, at the Hall of Friendship 
League, Ninth and Girard ave. 
Debate at 2:30 (Secular questions). 

PROF. ATKINSON, F.R.A.8; 


R 


3 FRIENDSHIP LIBERAL LEAGUE No. 257 


I meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
$ Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.a. for lectures and - 
į free discussions on religious and social questions. 
i Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
i Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rates. 


W iN 
Popular Jewelry Store, Rochelle, Ill. 


Genuin diamond jewelry; fine gold and silver 
d plated jew- 
silver and plated ware, optical, art, and fancy 
8. 3 OZ., coin silver, Elgin watch, $9: 4 02., 


ati 


1 elry, 


10.50; 402., stem wind, 11 jeweled, $14.50; same, 15 
` In filed gold 
| cases, warranted 20 years, 7 jeweled, stem wind, 


& $21; 11 jeweled, $23.50; 15 jeweled, $28; adjusted 


j $31. Best filled cases add $4.50. Ladies’ filled, bes 


cases, $20, 7; $22, 11; and $30 for 15 jeweled move- 
ments. Ladies’ solid gold. 10 k., t22, 7; $24, 11; 
$32, 15 jewels. For 14 karat cages add $8. Gents 


equally low, Watches cleaned, $1; springs $1; and 
returned per registered mail. Best Spectacle in 
the world, $1. goods must suit or cash back. 

j And what isa nic r 
" 


present for either 
yourlady or gentle- 
man friends than 
one of my latest im- 
proved model badges 
in solid gold, artis- 
tically enameled. in 
three colors? Price, 
$3, $3.50, $4. With 
genuin diamond in 
rising sun, $8and $10. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN 
Rochelle, Ill, 


FELLOWS 


RLE TovaE 


DR, R. P, 


y 


is a regularly educat- 
ed and legally quali~ 
fied physician, and 
the most successful 
as his practice will 
rove. e has for 
wenty years treated 
exclusivly all diseases 
of the Sexual Organs, 
in the cures of which 
he stands preeminent 
ERMATORRAGA 
OTENCY | 
as the result of self- 
abuse in youth and 
sexual excesses in ma- 


rendering 
y tly b tside application in sixty 
Boys. "NO STOMACH MEDICIN USED. | Itis one 


not à catch-penny get up, such a8 a pad, belt, pas- 


tion. Address Dr. R. P. Fellows, Vineland, N. J., 
lisment. 
N. B.—Dr. Fellows begs leave to say that he is 
an Infidel of the most pronounced character. Bro. 
Liberals, your patronage 18 solicited, 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 
SUBJECTS: 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
ome 12mo volume of néarly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in English or German 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. 

SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the troublesome Monkey. 
‘By Dr, E. B. Foote. Five volumes, at $1 each; or $5 
per set; or five volumes in.one for $2. Nd 

SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth 
volume of “Science in Sitory.") 50 cents. 

HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages. 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. . 
SANITARY-SCIENOE SERIES (Dime Pam 
phlets) By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
. theory, advocating personal and public hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; ‘Health in the Sun- 
beam,” considering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and wcll. By mail, 10 cents each. 
HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). ‘The Law 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages cloth 
bound, $2; “Heredity,” by Lorin oody, 159 
AES, cloth, 75cents; “The Law of Heredity,” by 
E H. Marsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 
Human Temperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; * Generation before Regen- 
eration,” by Dr, E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; *'le- 
ports of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
1882," 10 cents ] ad DOO Ern of the 
i of Heredi ay 29, cents. 
Institute of Herde THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


The fieret of the Fast, 
OR, 
The Origin of the Christian Religion 
and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 


BY FELIX.L. OSWALD. 


For gale at this ofice 


"Price, $1.00. 
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Bews of the Week. | 


eo 


Tne president and his bride attended church | 
last Sunday and drew a large congtegation. 


Mrs. Emwixxig A. Suru, president of the 
Jersey City Esthetic Society; died last week. 


Tur New. York Custom House clerks are 


being gradually changed, the Republicans P 


giving place to Democrats. 


Ax “earthquake” was reported along the 
Jersey coast last Saturday. It was caused by 
the United States sloop-of-war Juniata firing 
broadsides for practice. 


Tre Lewiston Mills, at Lewiston, Me., hav 
suspended. The company hav liabilities ‘to 
the amount of over a million and a half. Its 
assets arc less than a million. 


Tue story that Sam Jones has by the bless- E 


ing of God been enabled to giv up the habit 
of smoking tobacco is untrue. He denies that 
he has ever stopped smoking. 

Nezarry 10,000 persons, mostly Germans, 
assembled at Ridgewood Park on the 13th to 
celebrate Pfingst Sunday. They were enter- 
tained by bands of music and singing. 


Lovis II., 
throwing himself into Starnberg Lake. 


also drowned. The king was insane. 


GrApsTONE has issued a manifesto, asking E 


the electors of Midlothian to again return him 
to Parliament. 


bigotry in the contest for’ Home: ne in Ire- 
land. : 

Iw Belfast, Ireland, the Protestants were 
last week on the war-path against the 


Catholics, and mobbed them in a brutal man- |: 


ner. At Dublin and Sligo the Catholics 
mobbed the Protestants and wrecked and 
burnt their houscs. 


AN attempt to strictly enforce the Sunday 
law in Portland, Me., has ended in a dismal 
failure. Newspapers are sold on the streets, 
barber shops are still kept open, and, accord- 
ing to the reports, the liquor stores do a 
rushing Sunday business. 


Two men who advocated tbe boycotting of 
the New Haven Journal and Courier, printed 
by ‘‘rats,” hav been arrested for conspiracy 
to ruin the business of the paper. One of the 
arrested men is J. Frederick Busch, editor of 
the Workingmen's Advocate. 


GzoneE W. Cmirps, of Philadelphia, and 
his partner Mr. Drexel, hav given the Print- 
ers’ International Union $10,000. It is con- 
templated adding to the fund and erecting in 
Philadelphia a beautiful hall which shall be 
known as the home of the craft. 


AT a conference of 500 Socialist delegates 
at Brussels last Sunday, it was resolved to 
continue the agitation in favor of universal 
suffrage, and to commence a general strike 

` when workingmen hav gained sufficient 
strength. Resolutions were passed express- 
ing sympathy with the Socialists of Chicago. 


Tue Third avenue strike is now admitted to 
be a practical failure so far as the object 
sought by the strikers is concerned. The 
men are losing thcir wages and the company 
is losing largely the patronage of the traveling 
public. It is estimated that in one way and 
another the strike has cost a million dollars. 


J. 8. McCuz, editor of the Valley Democrat 
of Los Angeles, Cal., last Saturday night at- 
tempted to make an outdoor speech on the 
labor question at Washington, but was pre- 
prevented by the police, who informed him 
that only the gospel could be preached on the 
streets. He then announced that he would 
preach a sermon at the same place the next 
night. A large and enthusiastic crowd of 
workingmen assembled to hear him. ‘The 
police did not put in an appearance, and he 
delivered a stirring labor speech. ` 

Jonx Darzy, who recently abjured Catholi- 
cism, attempted to preach in River Park, 
Wilkesbarre, Pa., last Sunday afternoon, but 
was prevented by a mob of fully three thousand 
people, including some of the roughest 
element of the mining region, who assailed 
him with a view of throwing him into the 
Susquehanna river. Had it not been for the 
interposition of the police, who were present 
in strong force, Daley would doubtless hav 
been seriously injured, if not killed. He was 
finally escorted home by officers, followed by 
an infuriated crowd, who made violent efforts 
to lay hands upon him, but were beaten off 
hy the police. Daley attempted to preach at 
the same place on the previous Sunday, but 
was prevented by a similar demonstration. 


i 
i 
DE 


the recently deposed king of [E 
Bavaria, committed suicide last Monday. by P 
His i 
physician, in attempting to rescue him, was |& 


He very appropriately warns |f 
the people against the introduction of religious j 


Odds and Ends. 


THE boys always take the girls out; the girls 
take themin. Such is life. 

A woman refused to shoo her hens because her 
husband, a shoemaker, was on strike, 

SPEAKING of Switzerland, its scenery is remark- 
ably fine, but its climb-it is very rough. 


WE do not see why people should be surprised at 
ladies’ corsets being tight—they are always on a 
bust. 

TENNYSON i8 extending honor and hospitality to 
Dr. Holmes. Tennyson may not be able to write 
poetry himself, but he appreciates & man who can. 


AcconDING to a neighbor, Mrs. Jones, wife of 
the evangelist, on the day she first displayed her 
new carriage, drove by one house thirteen times. 

* PANTS for two dollars,” is the inscription on a 
sign in front of one of the clothing stores. ‘So 
do I," remarked a hungry-looking tramp, who was 
rummaging through his pockets for a nickel. 

Tue Newtonville (Kan.) News notices that ‘ the 
attendance at all the Sunday-schools last Sunday 
morning was about two hundred and fifty. The 
attendance at the scrap game of ‘base-ball in the 
afternoon was about six hundred." 

Deacon Bucnaa bad been invited to address the 
Sunday-school, and as he was a poor talker, 
plunged at once into the story of Johah and the 
whale. “Now, dear children,” he concluded, “is 
not that a nice story?” “Yessir,” replied one of 
the smallest of the dear children, “i it’s a nice 
story, but it’s a chestnut.” 


Miss Fornsow should hav thought twice before 
marrying the president once. Sheis twenty-eight 
years younger than Cleveland, and perhaps it has 
never occurred to her that when she reaches the 
age of seventy-two, her husband will be one hun- 
dred, and indulging in the usual centenarian 
pastime of sawing a cord of wood before break- 
fast, or plowing a ten-acre field, in order to 
sharpen his appetite. 

You may sing of'your dog, your bottom dog, 
Or of any dog that you please; 

I go for the dog; the nice old dog, 
That knowingly takes his ease. 

And, wagging his tail outside the ring, 
Keeping always his bone in sight, 

Cares not a pin in his sound old head 
For either dog in the fight, 


Not his is the.bone they are fighting for, 
And why should my dog sail in, 

With nothing to gain but a certain chance 
To lose his own precious skin? 

There may be a few, perhaps, who fail 
To see it quite in this light; 

But when the fur flies I had rather be 
The outside dog in the fight, 


I know there are dogs, injudicious dogs, 
That think it is quite the thing 
To take the part of one of the dogs, 
And go yelping into the ring. 
But I care not a pin what all may say 
In regard to the wrong or the right, 
My money goes, as well’as my song, 
For the dog that keeps out of the fight. 
—Philadelphia Call, 
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Tuer magazines are killing the hooks, and Sun- 
day newspapers are killing the magazines, and 
the ministers are trying to kill the Sunday news- 
papers. 
Who?) Why, THE TRUTH SEEKER, of course.- 


IN case police patrol-wagons are introduced in 
New York, it has been asked what rank will they 
hav in the matter of precedence of street vehicles. 
This, of course, will depend chiefly on circum- 
stances. When on duty, they are likely to hav the 
same rights as mail-wagons or fire-engins; when 
used to convey Police Commissioners to base-ball 
grounds, their rights will be the same as any other 
private vehicle. 


“Waar is that kerfiumidoodle that you hav on 
your hat, Mary Ann ?” said a father to his would-be 
fashionable daughter. ‘Oh, that is an imitation 
of &T"Rirawberry, father.” “The divil take the 
styles,” said the old: man, * you'll be wearing imi- 
tation cabbages yet.” ‘ We hav nearly arrived at 
the cabbage point already,” replied the miss. 
* And how near hav you got?” ‘We wear a little 
turn-up on the side, now.” 


Paine. Vin 
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A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York  Observer's slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 
both the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


—0— 


The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. 


60pp. Price 10 cents; 12 copies, $1. 


A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANAR D 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account, 


18pp. Price 5 cents; 25 for $1.00. 


For these two pamphlets address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Pl., New York. 


Now who will kill the ministers ?t—2Puck.,; 


Gems of Though. 


Dzsrise the hypocril, the liar, the defamer, aud : 


the man who attempts to do a deep wrong to a 
brother, in the name of purity, of higher morality, 
and of superior virtue. Worse than all other 
mean acts are those performed by hypocrits under 
the cloak of purity and virtue.—D. M. Bennett, 


Tue principle of the modern improvement in 
: morals and politics, is that conduct, and conduct 
; alone, entitles to respect; that not what men are, 
; but what they do, constitutes their claim to defer- 
ence; that, above all, merit, and not birth, is the 
only rightful claim to power and authority. If no 
authority, not in its nature temporary, were al- 
lowed to one human being over another, society 
would not be employed in building up propensities 
with one hand which it has to curb with the other, 
—J. S. Mil, 


IN the days when criticism was yet in its infancy, 

, and discussions undetected which are now famil- 

‘iar, the Bible was either received as a whole, or re- 

' jected as a whole, and Locke was of those who 
į received it.—Dr. Hedge. 


REASON, Observation, and experience—the Holy 
Trinity of science—hav taught us that happiness 
| is the only good; that the time to be happy is now, 
and the way to be happy is to make others 80. 
| This is enough for us. In this belief we are con- 
! tent to liv and die. If by any possibility the exist- 
ence of a power superior to and independent of 
. nature shall be demonstrated, there will then be 
, time enough to kneel. Until then, let us stand 
. erect.—Ingersoll, $ 


In the present age, when the rapid communica- 
tion, and the universal diffusion of knowledge, by 
means of the press, render the situation of politi- 
cal societies essentially different from what it 
ever was formerly, and secure infallibly, against 
every accident, the progress of human reason, we 
may venture to- predict that they are to be the 
most successful statesmen who, paying all due re- 
gard to past experience, search for the rules of 
their conduct chiefly in the peculiar circumstances 
of their own times, and in an enlightened antici- 
pation of the future history of mankind—Dugalà 
Stewart. 


Dxarta is the sphinx of the universe. No question 
can open its lips; no prayer can move it to speech. 
The thought of death is a cold thought. But we 
should not be afraid to think upon this subject, 

: We should familiarize ourselvs with this circum- 
stance, and bring our minds to a wise contempla- 
tion of it. There is about death somewhat that 
repels. It is a sad mystery, but it cannot be an 

‘ evil since everything is subject to it. It often 

comes as a blessing, and is welcomed with a smile. 

Peace, that boon we often vainly crave in life, ia 

found in death.—Z. K. Washburn. 


WHETHER the soul be air or fire I know not, nor 
am J unwilling, like 80 many who call themselvs 
philosophers, in cases when I am ignorant, to own 
that I am 80.—Cicero. 


A FRIEND of mine, recently (1873) returned from 
England, said that among intelligent, cultivated 
men whom he met there, he found that religion 
was utterly given up, * but,” added he, “they are 
men who hold fast, with. true loyalty, to moral 
principle. AE CS Then," I said, “tnat is their relig- 


ion." And that is the religion of multitades who, . 


either from want of' an original constitution of 
sentiment, or disgusted by the false exhibitions of 
devout sentiment, turn away from the whole emo- 
tional side of religion, and place their feet firm on 
the rock of righteousness, right-doing, obeying 
the divine law, a sacred principle itself, consecra- 
tion itself, therefore, a religion itself.—Sam. Long- 
Jeliow. 

. EvEN on this continent the distant rumblings of 
an earthquake are audible to the attentiv ear, ard 
the rich had better not set their hearts or ground: 
their hopes of happiness too much on the security 
ofriches. But in Europe there does seem to be 
reason for thinking that social revolution is at 
hand. This is an age, as was the sixteenth cen- 
tury, and even more than was the sixteenth cen- 
tury, of change in fundamental beliefs. It is an 
age of vastly increased knowledge, activity of 
mind, and combination among the working 
classes, or such of them as are congregated in 
cities. Poverty has begun to scrutinize with a 
keen eye the justice of its lot. Religion has lost 
much both of its restraining and of its reconciling 
power. The difference of conditions ig no longer 
accepted as the ordinance of God; suffering no 
longer looks on the present state as a probation to 
be undergone in the sure hope of compensation in 
another world. The most famous men of science, 
and philosophers, teach that this life is all. If 
they are right, a man must hav his share of pleas- 
ure now or never, and to giv all men their share 
of pleasure now is the aim of the new social phi- 
losophy which finds favor in the factory.—Toronto 
Bystander. 


Irany man love acorns since corn is invented, 
let him eat acorns; but it is very unreasonable he 
should forbid others the use of wheat.—An Oxford 
Tract of 1062. 


Ir a man think himself to be something, when 
he is nothing, he deceiveth himself.—St. Paul. 


THE CHURCH OF HUMANITY. 
We cannot build it of the crumbling bones 
Quarried from the grim sepulchers of yore; 
Nor of the hollow my thologic stones 
That shone 80 gaudily in classic lore. 


We cannot fashion it of heads or creeds 
That parcel out our God before our face ; 
But rather build it of the thoughts and deeds 
That purify and elevate our race. 


Set its foundations deep in every zone ; 

Its ritual, on every shining page, 
Is love to god and love to man alone, 

And pity for the errors of the age. 
Let it8 proud dome fill all the azure steep, 

And its vast chancels stretch from pole to pole; 
Bo that its mighty and majestic sweep 

Giv ample space to every human soul. 

—James McCarrotl, 


D 


` 


NE 


A JOURNAL OF FREETHOUGHT AND REFORM. | | 


Entered at the Post-Office at New York, N. Y.. as Gecond-class Matter. 


New York, Saturday, June 96, 1886. 


— 


on Mesto ze 


OBEYING THE COMMANDMENTS OF CHRIST, AND 


: dotes and Qippings. 


Tue sultan of Turkey wishes to giv Mrs. 
Cleveland & wedding present, but the presi- 
dent.has telegraphed a reply that the gift 
could not be accepted without violating the 
Constitution. 


A coMMISSION is inquiring into the life, 
character, and works of the late Bishop Neu- 
man, of the Philadelphia diocese, with a view 
to canonizing that defunct gentleman. If the 
scheme works, this will be the first North 
American saint. 


Tur hopeful six-year old son of one of 
Waterbury's bes#nown lawyers walked into 
the district court room the othér morning, 


` and, presenting a black kitten with a string 
about its neck, said: ‘‘ Papa, will you take 


care of my cat until school is out?”— Hart- 
ford Times. 


T. MoCaurs, Stewart, the colored lawyer 
of this city, bought a ticket for Albany by a 
People’s Line boat, securing a state-room at 
the same time. When he boarded the boat 
the captain refused to let him occupy a room. 
He has brought suit against the company, 
and retained prominent lawyers to aid him in 
recovering damages. 


. M. Yves Gvvor has introduced a bill in 
the French Chamber for the complete sepa- 
ration of church and state. He proposes to 
retain the best churches as '' historic monu- 
ments,” and the money voted to maintain 
them would come under the head of *'fine 


- arts.” English liberationism, says the Lon- 


don Echo, is inspired by Nonconformity ; 
French liberationism by Freethought. 


Tuar was rather a close question which 
Mr. Cable asked his Concord audience: 
* How many Protestant churches are there 
between Boston and Denver in wbich the 
colored man and his family can enjoy free- 
dom of worship?" "There are some, but they 
are not, as a rule, the richest and strongest 
ones.—Joston Herald. 


A Virani City saloon-keeper, who was 
making arrangements for a slugging match 
in that city, knocked out one of the clergy- 
men of the place in one round by calling on 
him and asking the loan of a lot of ehairs 
from the chapel on which to seat the specta- 
tors at the fight. He offered the preacher a 
free ticket for the use of the chairs. 


MaATSADA SonAKIGOHI, the Japanese wrestler, 
has just broken up a match in Minnesota on 
Sunday, having learned that the laws of the 
state do not favor athletic exercises on that 
day. This law-abiding disposition is of 
course commendable, but somebody should 
hav informed Matsada that the laws of most 
states also frown upon conjugal cruelty, for 
which he was not long ago under arrest. 


Sam JoNEs, the revivalist, seems to hav 
fallen a victim to cupidity. He is now high- 
priced as well as sensational and proposes to 
make the people he saves pay for their salva- 
tion : 

** Salvation's free 
For you and me” 


has no longer a place in his repertoire. He is 
greedy for money, and apparently he is not 
overparticular as to the kind of show of 
which he is the attraction, He offers, for in- 
stance, to go to Omaha for $3,000, although 
it is confessed that his presence is desired for 
the purpose of giving the town a boom. It 


183 CLINTON PLACE.: $3.00 per year. 
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is said that he received $3,000 in Chicago, 
and that his regular price is $1,000 a week. 
This is very high—too high for the kind of 
stuff which Sam Jones pours out.—AStar. 


Tnx Rev. Rufus 8. Green, D.D., of Buf- 
falo, in a sermon on Sunday newspapers, is 
reported to hav said that actual experience 
had demonstrated the possibility of issuing a 
Monday morning newspaper by work per- 
formed wholly in secular hours, and in sup- 
port of this he instanced the New York 
Tribune, the Philadelphia Ledger, the London 
Times, and London Telegraph. The Sun 
remarks that Brother Green seems to be all 
that his name implies.” 

Tux Churchman comments severely on 
what it calls the ‘blasphemous parody of 
religion” that was recently exhibited in the 
Church of St. Engene in Paris. ‘Two 
priests of that church," it says, ''in the 
Lenten season, in presence of a large audi- 
ence, played the parts of God and the devil, 
and carried on an animated dialog as to which 
paid best, good or evil. From all accounts, 
the *devil's advocate’ had by far the best of 
it, and so upheld the cause of his client that, 
supposing it possible, he went a long way 
toward extending the sway of the author of 
evil where his reign is already not far from 
being all-powerful.” : 

A writer in the Indiana Baptist says, 
speaking of “faith” works: ‘‘There is no 
more extensivly advertised institution in Eng- 
land than Muller’s Orphan Asylum. His cir- 
culars are found everywhere; the work of the 
institution and the needs of the institution are 
brought home to almost every family in Eng- 
land. And yet it is said he ‘ never solicits a 


penny.’ Never solicits a penny! It is onlya 
penny ) y 


play on the meaning of a word. "The deacons 
who pass up and down the aisles on Sunday 
never ‘solicit.’ They only stretch forth the 
pole with a bag on the end, but they come 
back well supplied with dimes. You who sit 
there know what they want, and so do the 
English people who see Mr. Muller's collec- 
tion-bag in the form of a circular know what 
he wants. Merchants who hav goods to sell 
do not always ‘solicit,’ but they send out cir- 
culars and customers come in. And so, too, 
does Hudson Taylor, and so do all ‘ faith mis- 
sions,' and so they will continue to do." 


Tur Baptist Weekly says: "In ecclesias- 
tical circles there is not always the truthful- 
ness that is desirable. How often there are 
utterances in prayer-meetings addressed both 
to God and man which are unmeant, and in 
many cases utterly false, who would dare to 
compute? Congregations are magnified in 
numbers, and pastors often get very exag- 
gerated notions of the seating capacity of 
churches, and hav a strange disinclination to 
verify their statements by actual count. 
Even the reports published in religious jour- 
nals are discounted. We were asked about 
a resignation of a pastor on account of ili. 
health the other day. ‘Was that really the 
cause? And the inquirer was surprised when 
we insisted that it was. In fact, so often 
some plausible pretext is given for pastoral 
changes that people become suspicious of 
every statement that is made. That wasa 
rough way of explaining a resignation in one 
of our papers lately that the Rev. Mr. Blank 
had resigned because he was ‘ through,”but it 
was a good deal better than assigning some 
cause which, if it were truth, would not be 
the whole truth.” 
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 Komnunications. 


` The Coming Danger. 

. The numerous changes through which political and 
religious beliefs hav passed within the last half-cent- 
ury, and the numberless excesses to which men hav 
been driven by the most unreasonable impulses, will 
prepare those who carefully observe the tendency of 
human events to witness the advocacy of any theory, 
however absurd and impracticable, without surprise. 
The absurdity of many proposed measures of reform 
arises not simply from the endless complexity of 
social phenomena, but from the confusion of reason 
&nd feeling, of prejudice and purpose, and from a very 
superficial knowledge of those latent forces which 
determin. both the character and the tendency of 
human life. Very often the more nneultured and 
immature. consider that they alone hav discovered 
the true, practical solution of the numberless difficul- 
ties which incessantly beset the social existence of 
mankind. Where the wisest statesmanship has often 
staggered in its attempts to preserve order and har- 
mony in the regulation of the civil affairs of men, the 
class to which reference is here made, conscious of 
an infallibility that has never been superseded, even 
by Rome itself, very complacently sneer at the issue 
and its results, and become more confirmed in the 
absolute necessity of their pet theory. With a blind- 
ness that is characteristic of combined ignorance and 
conceit, they consider that the efforts continually 
made to adjust social wrongs will always be a failure 
so long as their cherished theory is repudiated. If 
you ask what method could be safely adopted for the 
rectification of those wrongs which universally afflict 


. mankind, you are seriously informed that: it consists 


in the absolute, unconditional abrogation of all 
authoritativ interference with individual action. Noth- 
ing less than the absolute, unrestricted freedom of 
the individual will remedy those evils concerning 
which there is perpetual complaint.. Contrariwise, 


"those who see the principles and motivs on which 


men act ; how under varying circumstances there is 


, an unvarying principle; who see how strong are the 
conservativ attachments of men to mere institutions, 


' and the consequent danger arising from a rash inter- 


ference with them, are very reluctant to advocate 
measures which, however right they may be in the 
abstract, would cause only mischief and ruin. 
Whatever advantages may accrue from freedom of 
thought and speech, where every theory, irrespectiv 
of its merit, may find an expression, nothing but the 


: ~. wildest fanaticism would seriously advocate the adop- 


. brains or in uncultivated minds. 


tion of measures which originate either in disordered 
It is at least inter- 
esting to observe what vagaries hav been and are 
supported by a senseless religious or political clamor. 
Measures born of a diseased nervous system, or of a 
morbid imagination, or of more impulse than judg- 
ment; schemes for the religious conversion of the 
world, or for the rectifieation of social and civil 
wrongs—-such things without end are being paraded 
before the world, each infatuated with the error that 
every man's right to think carries with it the equal 
utility of what he does think. 

Nothing is more proverbial than that the true be- 


` liefs of men are not simply correct disclosures of their 


real selvs, but. that they in turn influence the con- 


. duet. So while we may regard mere theories as being 


perfectly harmless, whenever they become changed 
into a fixed belief, and that belief relates directly to 


'the constitution of society and its relation to the 


individual, or when it militates against those rela- 
tions, we cannot be right in refusing to deal with the 


. principles involved. s 


Undoubtedly the great danger which threatens the 


‘future of civilization will not come so much from 


tyranny of domestic institutions. 


foreign aggression of national rights as from internal 
dissensions. When in this country, Mr. Spencer 
remarked that its prospectiv danger consists in the 
As an individualist 
he could hardly recognize any other danger. But to 
those who hav had a more or less prolonged acquaint- 


` ance with American life, and who believe in the mu- 


tual existence of liberty and law, of the individual 


` and society, the chief danger consists in the lack of 


‘tional stability of the republic. 


‘public moral support of those laws established by 
society for its own protection. An insidious, rebell- 
ious discontent with all authoritativ restraint of per- 
sonal liberty is the danger which has threatened, and 
which continues to threaten, the moral and constitu- 
We need not think 
that the greatest possible danger to the Union con- 


‘sisted in the late war; for while the whole country 


was distracted with the convulsions of a civil war, 


- there was sufficient patriotism to defend the federal 


‘mmigration from state to state. 


government. Although a civil war, it was a war with 
as rigidly defined geographical limits as a war between 
any two European nations would be. Many years 


*' ago, Lord Macaulay considered that the efficiency of 


democracy would be tested when every available 
piece of land would be owned and cultivated; when 
American cities would be large and numerous; and 
when the density of the population would prevent 


l 


“As to America,” 


he says, “we appeal to the twentieth century,” when 
discontent will affect all classes of labor; when in the 
distinct classification of society, riches and poverty, 
with their resulting evils, will stand in a menacing 


attitude toward each other; when the struggle for 


existence will become more intense than at present; 
and when unprincipled politicians in both municipal 
and state governments will seek the support of igno- 
rant or unprincipled voters. Then, not simply will 
republican institutions, but national identity, be most 
severely tested. To bespeak for this country an ex- 
emption from those evils which hav caused the degen- 
eracy and extinction of the nations of antiquity is not 
warranted by the spirit of true philosophy. 

There is no immediate danger of this or any other 
country being.dissevered by Anarchy. And ifit were 
in a state of Anarchy, whoever would disregard the 
injunctions of Anarchists would be considered worthy 
of death. The recent uprising of the Anarchists in. 
Chicago fully testifies what would result from consti- 
tutional Anarchy. There are, doubtless, many who 
consider themselvs Anarchists who deprecate the use 
of violence; who discountenance such wretches as 
Parsons, Fielding, Spies, and Most; but once admit 
the equity of Anarchy and it is logically impossible 
to blame those traitors to the public welfare. The 
Chicago episode furnishes the strongest practical 
argument against Anarchy. 

It is not probable that any community will ever 
be so infatuated with the mere idea of personal liberty 
that it will overlook the necessity of some authoritativ 
restraint of that liberty by which its just limits may 
be specified. But no one can doubt that to the ex- 
tent that Anarchy is considered just, and all imposed 
restraint of personal freedom coming from the body 
politic unjust and tyrannical, to that extent is it an 
unmitigated evil. Under no possible condition of 
life is Anarehy just. And all violent revolts against 
civil authority are less. just in this country than in 
the oppressed nations of continental Europe. There 
are means of redress here that in some of those 
nations do not exist. 

There is no neutral position possible in relation to 
this question. Either civil government is necessary 
or itis not. Either it is right or wrong. The An- 
archist claims that it is not necessary—that it is 
wrong, being an infringement of individual rights. 
It is worthy of note that “ the apostle of Anarchy” 
was one who, whatever were his abilities, was a 
peculiar product of the most tyrannical government in 
Europe. The real, consistent Anarchists in this 
country are from the most despicable-elements of 
society in Europe. And if such are the people 
(which I am loth to believe) who are the especial 
objects of imprisonment and exile in middle and 
eastern Europe, I cannot see any reason for censur- 
ing those governments. With a new kind of logic 
they assert that disbelief in a personal God ultimately 
results in the dissevering of those relations of society 
and individual, of employer and laborer, and of 
capital and labor, which hav been contemporaneous 
with civilization. It is only another manner of ex- 
pressing the unscientific affirmation of the Christian 
moralist, who says that if there be no God there is 
neither right nor wrong. I cannot see what vital 
connection there is between the two. The funda- 
mental basis of social and civil authority, as of indi- 
vidual rights, cannot be affected by either the 
presence or the absence of God. The both rights 
are inherent, constitutional. : 

The logieal tendency of Anarchy is to destroy all 
ethical distinctions, and to reduce all morality to & 
mere figment. No denial of this can affect its truth- 
fulness. A mere statement of its principles will sup- 
port the charge without any discussion. It considers 
that all civil authority is tyranny ; that all restriction 
of personal freedom is unjust; that in the contest for 
supremacy it belongs to the individual and not to 
society. It denies the right of society to punish 
crime, or in any way interfere with individual liberty. 
If Anarchists are better than their principles it is not 
due to their theory, but to that peculiar combination 
of influences which hav made society what it is. The 
attempt to abrogate the authority of society or of 
civil government, permitting each man to bea law 
unto himself, is to practically destroy all, moral dis- 
tinctions in conduct. It meets with a protest so 
deep and so universal that its rational spontaneity can 
be regarded, not as a mere fanaticism, but as an ex- 
pression of the highest authority—the combined in- 
telligence and honor of the enlightened world. 

All proposed measures of reform are to be judged, 
not by their mere abstract equity, but by their inevit- 
able consequences on human life and character. The 
Anarchist does not deny that evils do exist in social 
life, but he attributes those evils to the corruption 
and tyranny of government. Those who consider 
government a necessity in view of these evils, regard 
government as the best means to deal with them, and 
to prevent, as far as possible, their increase and re- 
currence. That those means are more or less in- 
effectiv is true, but it is occasioned by the nature of 
the evils to contend with, and by the proneness in 
men to do wrong. No one claims that it lies within 
the proper sphere of government to change vicious 


men into virtuous, but when a criminal act has 
been committed it then becomes the duty of society 
to deal with the criminal in a manner that will most 
effectivly deter others from being criminal. Those 
who are disposed to censure governments* because 
crime is committed in spite of its injunctions, pro- 
hibitions, and penalties, must prove that crime exists 
as a consequence of suchan institution. They should ` 
also lay down a plan by which all crime can be better 
dealt with than by the present one. A radically false 
estimate of human nature lies at the base of Anarchy. 
It assumes the general goodness of human nature if 
it were not for the meddling interference of civil 
authority. It certainly is a narrow and short-sighted 
philosophy which considers the mere authority of 
society as the principal cause of those evils which 
justify the existence of that authority. It requires 
no great political genius to ascertain the natural re- 
sults on society if Anarchy were to be generally 
adopted. All aggressions on personal rights could not 
be resented by the force and authority of the social 
organism, and it seems extremely inconsistent if an 
Anarchist were to even defend his own rights. What 
would be considered moral in both public and private 
capacity by an Anarchist is very hard to ascertain. 
Waging a war against even the the basic principles 
of social existence, he must be driven to the neces- 
sity of repudiating those fundamental ideas of 
morality which constitute the very substance of the 
highest civilization. 

The one solitary string on this radical harp is the 
* sovereignty of the individual ;” and as any and all 
authority destroys that authority, it is wrong. This 
sovereignty must first exist as a fact before it is ad- 
missible as the premis of moral philosophy. Is the 
individual really sovereign, supreme, either in fact or 
by common consent? In the first place, whatever 
is produced by the cooperation of multitudinous 
causes, as every person is, can never rise superior in 
rank or authority to those causes. Those delicate 
ties which bind us all together, and which, by a uni- 
versal aggregation, constitute what we call: mankind, 
disprove the actual sovereignty of the individual. It 
has never been called in question by any representa- 
tiv philosopher that those measures are right that 
aim to confer the greatest good on the greatest num- 
ber. The sovereignty of the individual is utterly 
irreconcilable with the supremacy of society and 
with the authority of right. Since it is true that 
conduct produces consequences, and since we must 
judge conduct by its consequences, it follows that, 
ethically, neither of the individual nor of society may 


‘absolute sovereignty be predicated. The jurisdiction 


of the authority of the one and the liberty of the 
other must be limited by the general good. Author- 
ity without reason, that is, without justice, is tyranny ; 
liberty without reason or justice is license. And the 
same reason which condemns the one prohibits the 
other. 

The ostensible object of all government is the 
protection of individual and social rights. The 
rights of society are but the aggregation of the 
rights of individuals. But we hear so much concern- 
ing abstract individual rights that one would think 
that rights are mere abstractions. The philosophy 
of moral abstractions is a pure « priori method of ' 
speculation, and is radically wrong. All rights are. 
concrete, and are defensible on practical grounds, and 
never by mere abstractions. Itis the vicious prin-. 
ciple of establishing abstractions as premises, and 
then reasoning from those abstractions, that vitiates 


| our ideas of right and wrong. 


The philosophy of Individualism is irreconcilable 
with the fact that society is an organism, as real and as 
compact as any physical body. As it isadmitted on all 
hands that the preservation of the body is the prime 
object of its existence, and that no essential wrong 
is committed by destroying the dangerous members 
of that body, so itis equally true that whatever su- 
premacy or sovereignty exists belongs, not to the in- 
dividual, but to society. To ascertain the mutual 
rights of the individual and the state, one must first 
know what is their actual relationship. Absolute 
rights can be predicated only of an absolute being. 
Consequently it cannot be predicated of either the in- 
dividual or of society. The individual is but an 
atom amid an aggregation of atoms, every atom of 
which aggregation possesses equal fundamental 
rights. As society is composed of numberless indi- 
viduals, it has no right to disregard these rights and 
natural claims of the individual. As before stated, 
the one is license and the other is tyranny. Un- 
doubtedly this is the basis of obligation and respon- 
sibility. z 

Morality underlies the great principle of govern- 
ment. Itis the creation of a- function which finds 
its primal element in the individual. Judged by the 
standard ot perfect justice, it is wrong; but by the - 
actual conditions and necessities of mankind it is 
right. Were there no crime, if there was no possi- 
bility that the property and commercial interests of 
individuals and of corporations would be endan- 
gered by unjust aggression, or from other causes, 
government would be synonymous with injustice. 
Every law is but the emphatic protest of human in- 
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telligence against wrong. It is the complement of 
crime. If a man is unwilling to act with a due re- 
gard for others’ rights, if he persists in doing wrong, 
society has a right to restrict his liberties- We are 
. told that laws cannot make bad men good, and con- 
sequently governments are unnecessary. Even if it 
were true, that would not impeach the authority of 
society to establish means for the prevention and 
punishment of crime. ` But the statement is not lit- 
erally true. While it is true that crime does exist in 
spite of laws and penalties, it is also true that many 
are deterred from committing crime because of its 
consequences if the crime is discovered. Of course, 
this is not the highest motiv of conduct, but it is the 
only one that successfully deters many from the most 
violent acts. A would-be criminal is not actuated 
by the most benevolent motivs. 

But if men are not changed from bad to good by 
law, neither can they be by the removal of other re- 
straints. And the evils which occasioned the exist- 
ence of law in the first place would exist when the 
authority of law and the law of authority were re- 
moved. We. must take the world as we find it, and 
men as they are. Ordinary intelligence tells every 
man to deal with mankind, not as they should be in 
an ideal state, but as they are in actual life. Now 
the Anarchist is requested to answer the question, 
What would you do with crime in the absence of 
government? Only two positions are possible for 
him to choose from. Either crime must go unpun- 
ished, or it must be dealt with as the majority sees 
fit. The first would in itself be criminal, and the 
other would be governmental. It is impossible for 
any community to exist if it does not deal with crim- 
inal aggressions on its inherent rights. Even among 
savage tribes and thieves there is demanded a patri- 
otic consideration of the welfare of the tribe or gang. 
Anarchy in either case would be suicidal to its inter- 
ests as a body. Prolonged experience would, at last, 

‘necessitate the formulated expression of justice 

against injustice, of right against wrong. Govern- 
ment would by common acclamation be considered 
necessary—a necessary evil. 

Another view of this political combination—for 
government is a combination for certain purposes— 
is that necessary improvements cannot be success- 
fully accomplished by mere individual effort. - Be- 
sides, if those improvements were optional with the 
individual, in many cases they never would be made. 
In cities there is the need for street repairs ; for sew- 
erage facilities; for water works; for fire depart- 
ments ; for police supervision and protection. There 
are general needs for education, for the preservation 
of order and the suppression of disorder. How is 
such a complex system, with so many wants, to be 
supported? There is but one answer, and that is by 
taxation. Of course, Anarchists denounce taxation 
as robbery. But it is certainly a perverted concep- 
tion of things that makes such a monstrous compar- 

If rights and possessions were absolute, all 
taxation would be wrong. But as they are not, so- 
ciety has the right to impose taxation for the support 
of those institutions that are necessary to good gov- 
ernment. 

The objection to the principle of taxation is based 
on the misconception of regarding the authority of so- 
ciety as being conditional by circumstances similar to 
the authority of secret organizations over their mem- 
bers. But such an analogy is not applicable to the 
question. The objects of secret societies are not, in 
ail cases, identical with the purposes of civil govern- 
ment. They are not, and cannot be, as comprehen- 
siv as society itself. They are composed of select in- 
dividuals for select purposes. They are not neces- 
sary to the well-being of society. The admission to 
them, as well as disclaiming their authority by dis- 
claiming responsibility to them, is optional with the 
individual. But our relation to society is altogether 
different. Without our consent we are born, and 
grow to be responsible members of society. The 
fact of our existence creates our responsibility to so- 
ciety. We can no more escape from it than we can 
. from existence itself. 

If one felt disposed to criticise the assertions of 
Anarchists about “individual rights,” he would un- 
doubtedly cause them much confusion. The diffi- 
culty seems to come from their confounding “right” 
with liberty, with opportunity. To assert that a 
man may do as he pleases, and that he has a right to 
do so, is to destroy all distinctions of right and 
wrong. Where is the logical accuracy of speaking of 
personal rights in such loose terms? It may be 
farther than many would be willing to go when we 
assert no nght can exist that is not justified by moral 
considerations. I do not mean to say that it is the 
duty of society to limit by law every person's right 
by those considerations, but that every claim made 
in reference to personal rights, in order to be valid, 
must be in accordance with reason. -No man can be 
blamed for doing that which he has has aright to do, 
whether the act refers to himself or to others. Vice 
is no more excusable than crime. And the same 
principle which condemns the one condemns the other. 

To what extent governmental authority should be 
carried cannot be discussed in this article. That 

must be determined by circumstances. No fixed 


rule, except the general good, c&n be successfully 
applied. Circumstances alone can justify measures 
and laws. The change of circumstances will neces- 
sitate changes of law. And here lies the peculiar 
principle of right and wrong as applied to the true 
reformer and to legislation. The reformer judges 
laws from an abstract moral view. Legislation pun- 
ishes the radical reformer because of his rash inter. 
ference with existing institutions. To suppose that 
either party is absolutely right or wrong is prepos- 
terous. Both are right, and both are wrong. Justi- 
fiable reasons could be given by each party for the 
course pursued. 

The assertion that governments afford no protec- 
tion, and laws no justice, is untrue ; and if true would 
not be sufficient to warrant the universal abrogation 
of civil authority. If government were an entity 
outside of scciety, a power foreign to mankind, then 
the objection would hav some force. But, without 
exception, the laws of a people and the efficiency of 
their administration cannot be much better or much 
worse than the people themselvs. This principle 
holds good in an absolute monarchy no less than ina 
democracy. In order to prove the necessity of gov- 
ernment we do not hav to prove the absolute 
efficiency of its laws. Butif it deals with crime in 
a manner that is justified by the moral status of 
society, there is not much reason for complaint. If 
it attempts the reconciliation of difficulties arising 
from the commerce of individuals and states, it is 
right. To judge all ranks and conditions of men by 
a fixed rule is absolute nonsense. 

Those who enter a plea in behalf of government 
are not under the necessity of definitly stating the 
exact limits of its jurisdiction. The question will be 
settled best by experience. The difficulty of marking 
a line where liberty and authority must meet arises 
from two sources: First, the incessant changeability 
of society—a diversity of age and condition which 
defies the rigid application of fixed rules to all alike. 
The next is the fact that the imperceptible differences 
and distinctions which exist between the two ex- 
tremes of conduct—conduct which affects ourselvs 
alone and society at large—make it hardly possible to 
minutely draw the line which makes an act recogniz- 
able by civil authority, and the other that is be- 
yond its recognition. No consistent advocate of civil 
authority is logically compelled to defend an abso- 
lute authority, because he of all others discerns the 
end for which authority exists. He sees that liberty 
is safe only where there is authority and law, and that 
laws can be just only where there is an unpolluted 
love of liberty and justice. To dispense with. either 
liberty or law would be disastrous to society. 

The assertion frequently made, not by Anarchists 
alone, that government is based on force and fraud, is 
absurdly false. The growth of tribes and families 


‘into nations is simply one of the numberless forms 


of social evolution. And to assert that the great 
structure of society and government is but the legit- 
imate offspring of force and fraud is the most fool- 
ish idea of its origin and nature. 

No expression in this article can be adduced to 
support the authority of mere force. Its whole ten- 
dency is a plea for the continuation of the only pos- 
sible method by which individual rights may be pro- 
tected against the mutual aggressions of common 
life. Civilization will undoubtedly cause the repeal 
of many offensiv measures. Laws that are just will 
be established. Partisan and partial laws will be 
duly censured and finally repealed. But the more 
complex our mode of living becomes, the more intri- 
cate our industrial and commercial interests, the 
denser population becomes, and the greater the de- 
mands on individual conduct for the preservation of 
national order and publie good, the greater will be 
the necessity for a definit embodiment of rules and 
regulations for individual life. The visionary ideas 
of abstraet right may be the warp and woof of 
poetry, and believers in millennial days may revel in 
dreams of absolute peace and love among mankind. 
But the future statesman will fiud that life is not 
ideal; that realities are not dreams; that what seems 
right in poetry is wrong in polities; and that the 
universal propensity among men to be actuated by 
motivs of self-interest will necessitate the eontinu- 
ance of a power and authority which giv protection 
to the oppressed and justice to all. 

Ft. Scott. J. L. Anprew. 
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Babyism of Liberalism. 


Samuel P. Putnam, secretary of the American, Sec- 
ular Union (and its paid traveling lecturer), in Tae 
Truta SEEKER (Nov. 21, 1885) says: ‘The authority 
of science, as a dictum to take the place of one's free 
reason, is as much to be revolted against as the 
authority of faith. The individual must be supreme, 
and there must be no authority.” 

According to this sort of “dictum,” neither truth 
nor law nor science has any significance or meaning, 
and therefore has no existence or reality, and so 
there is no such thing as ¢/e truth or a truth, or laws, 
and therefore, of course, no science. And so it has 
not been proved, nor can it be, that it is true that the 
earth revolves around the sun, nor that there is a law 
of gravitation, nor that there is a science of astron- 


omy at all; nor that the three angles of a triangle are 
equal to two right angles, nor that two and two are 
four. And ‘‘the authority of science" as to the mo- 
tions of theearth “isas much to be revolted against" 
“as the authority of faith" when it declares (through 
the mouth of the colored brother) that “the sun do 
move." (And it goes without saying which of the 
two brethren is the less inconsistent.) In the ab- 
sence of “the authority of science” we would all hold 
with the.colored preacher. "Without it we would not 
know that the earth moves or that there is & law of 
gravitation. 

But what in the world can Mr. Putnam mean, any- 
way, by “the authority of science, as a dictum to 
take the place of one's free reason?" Science and 
reason are not each other's antitheses; they cannot 
be contemplated as standing over against each other ; 
they are rather one, or parts of each other. Reason is 
a factor, and the highest factor, of and in science. 
And, then, “free reason ”—/free reason! what can 
that mean ? 

And Mr. Putnam says, “ This is the American idea, 
the absolute supremacy of the individual.” Then, 
poor America! Supremacy of the individual to what ? 
To what? to reason, to truth, to law, to science? In 
what a chaotic condition must be the mind that 
would attempt to set off the individual over and 
against these—to place them in contrast at all! Or 
would he say, supremacy to æl? other individuals com- 
bined? Surely not. Or to the whole uuiverse? 
More surely not. What “on earth,” or in heaven, or 
* what in hell," can he mean? 

Liberalism, liberty to talk of these "this time o' 
day," is baby talk. Liberty! why, of course, who 
questions it? Whodisputes it? As well talk of the 
necessity of sunlight to vegetation. But to act with- 
out regard to faets, to natural laws, to truths, to 
science, in short, without regard to our environments, 
is not only absurd but actually impossible—to any 
considerable extent. And, in fact, it would be at- 
tempting to act contrary to the way in which it is our 
nature to act, which is both absurd and impossible. 

Liberty in a sense (and this is one of the senses in 
which Mr. Putnam evidently uses it) is, or rather 
should be, anarchy; aud a kind of anarchy of which 
even the Anarchists themselvs hay never even 
dreamed. No; what the hour demands is not a 
screech for liberty, but a cry for truth! And thus 
let us all be followers of the noble example of the 
founder of this journal, and be “truth seekers.” 


Vox Screncra. 
————— t 8$ o 


John Calvin and Michael Servetus. 

Of all these contests, however, the most memor- 
able is that with Servetus. A melancholy interest en- 
circles the name of this great heretic, which the 
criminal tragedy of his death keeps always fresh and 
vivid in the minds of ail those who hate intolerance, 
and who love truth rather than dogmatism. The ` 
character of Servetus himself has little to do 
with this interest. He seems to hav been more of a 
vain, restless, and enthusiastic dreamer than a calm 
and patient inquirer. In his very dreams, however, 
and the vague audacities of his speculations, there is 
a kind of simplicity aud unconscious earnestness that 
wins sympathy. 

He had entered into various connections with Cal- 
vin, even from the time of his early residence in 
Paris; particularly he had sent him various docu- 
ments containing the views fully developed in his 
work subsequently published under the title of Kes- 
titutio Christianismi. Calvin never concealed his 
abhorrence of these views, and in a letter to Farel 
as early as 1546, he threatens that if Servetus should 
come to Geneva he would do what he could to bring 
him to condign punishment: “ Vin si venerit ; modo 
valeat mea authoritas, vivum exire nanquam patiar." 
The history of his seizure and condemnation at Vienne 
by the Catholic authorities, and especially of Calvin's 
share in the correspondence which led to his seizure, 
is very complieated and obscure. 

It has been maintained that Calvin was the insti- 
gator, through a creature of his own, of the name of 
Trie, of the whole transaction. It is certain that he 
forwarded to the authorities, through Trie, private 
documents which Servetus had entrusted to him, with 
a view to the heretic's identification, and as materials 
for his condemnation. Servetus was condemned to. 
be burned, but effected his escape, and, after several 
months’ wandering, he was found at Geneva. 

It was his intention to proceed to Italy, where he 
hoped his opinions might meet with some degree of 
toleration, and he arrived at Geneva on his way. This 
is the explanation of an event otherwise unaccount- 
able. Having ventured to church, according to the 
common account, he was recognized, apprehended, 
and conveyed to prison by Calvin's order, just as he 
was abcut to leave the city. The particulars of his 
trial are full of interest, but too lengthened to be de- 
tailed here. It lasted, with various interruptions, 
for two months. He attacked Calvin with the most 
foul epithets, and Calvin retorted with avirulence and 
foulness quite equal to his own. At length, on the 
26th of October, 1553, sentence was passed upon Ser- 
vetus, condemning him to death by fire. Calvin used 
his influence to hav the mode of death alleviated, but 
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without success. On the very next morning the sen- 
tence was put into execution. On an extended emi- 
nence at some distance from the city, Servetus was 
fastened to a stake surrounded by heaps of oak wood 
and leaves, with his condemned book and the MS. he 
had sent to Calvin attached to his girdle; and, amid 
his agonizing cries, the fire was kindled, and the 
wretched man expiated his heresy amidst the flames. 
‘Whatever apologies may be urged for this memorable 
crime, it must remain a mournful and scandalous blot 
on the history of the Reformation. 

The disgrace of it has particularly attached to 
Calvin, and with some justice, from the special and 
unhappy relation which he bore to the whole transac- 
tion; but most of the Reformers are no less impli- 
cated in it. ‘The wise Bullinger defended it, and 
even the gentle Melancthon could only see cause for 
gratitude in the hideous tragedy.— CAambers's Ency- 
clopedia. 

rt hs, 
Chicago Secular News. 

Tue TavrH Szrxer of the 19th is before me, in 
which I gave the impression that we should possibly 
continue our meetings through the summer, but the 
torrid heat and small attendance of last Sunday 
night proved too much for our endurance, and it was 
the generally-expressed desire that we discontinue 
the meetings till September. 

Last Sunday Mr. W. F. Fury delivered one of his 
trenchant, scholarly, and humorous lectures on the 
“ Fallacies of Christianity.” The criticism included 
some brilliant polemics by General Trumbull, Profes- 

- sor Orchardson, Mrs. Freeman, L. H. Sawyer, and 
others. Prof. E. R. Paige has kindly volunteered to 
giv the opening lecture'in September. It is the in- 
tention of the members who reside near enough to 
make it practical, to hav picnics in the parks on Sun- 
days, and thus increase the social features so essen- 
tial to the welfare of the Union. 

I am happy to say that though Mrs. Le Page is 
still very feeble, she is now considered out of danger. 
In this connection let me remark that, so far are in- 
formed, not a solitary member of the Liberal League 
or the Secular Union has yet “ shuffled off this mor- 
tal coil.” Mr. Frankel's father died, and, though not 
a member, his funeral exercises were conducted by 
the League. Many old members hav left the city, and 
therefore we can’t say whether all hav survived or 
not. 

Mr. J. W. Howe, our treasurer, was one of the 
victims who walked the political plank, despite the 
civil service rules, from our post-office department. 
He informs me that every appointee of the new super- 
intendent Donovan has thus far happened to be an 
Irishman and a Catholic. The Roman church is not 
aggressiv, oh, no! 

I called on Samuel Fielden the other day at county 
bastile. He does not. seem disheartened nor suffering 
so much from his wounded leg. Ihad been informed 
that his wounds had been neglected, and that the 
physicians would not attend to him nor allow others. 
To get at the truth of the matter I called, deter- 
mined that if they would not permit him proper at- 
tention there would be a little newspaper war inaug- 
urated. 

Captain Black appears to feel confident of their ac- 
quittal. He has already associated with him Mr. W. 
H. Foster, late of Iowa, who has had a remarkably 
successful career as a criminal lawyer. It is the 
unanimous desire of his friends that Gen. M. M. 
Trumbull be retained to look after Mr. Fielden’s case. 
General Trumbull will not hesitate on the question of 
fees; with him that will cut no figure. The Anarch- 
ist cases will come up for trial next Monday. 

Mr. Powderly is just now prolific in * secret" circu- 
lars, which, however, are always published in full. 
The literal interpretation of the last one would be: 
* Put none but Powderly men on guard.” Mr. Pow- 
derly is much afraid of politicians now, but methinks 
I remember him as secretary of a great political 
convention. There never was a time in the history 
of that order when politicians are so little likely to 
do it harm as now. 


CURRENT ‘TOPICS. 

Another startling circumstance has occurred to 
substantiate my criticism of Alexander Sullivan’s as- 
sertion in reference to the Jaw and order propensities 
of the Irish people, and also a vindication. My ciaim, 
on the same evening, is that Ireland has suffered more 
from the thraldom of church—either Catholic or 
Protestant—than by British misrule, bad as it is. 
Ireland is preéminently a Christian country, and con- 
sequently notoriously ignorant and brutal, as is seen 
in the bitter war waged by the two contending Chris- 
tian sects who hold dominion there. Asan illustration 
of how those lovers of God can successfully raise hell on 
earth, I refer you to the scenes of murder, arson, and 
plunder committed by the rioting Orangemen in Bel- 
fast last week. All this was done to maintain the 
glory and supremacy of the Protestant religion. 
‘What beautiful moral precepts are those which in- 
spire its adherents to such brutality! This time the 
Protestants are the aggressors, but we would not hav 
to search far to find similiar cruelties on the part of 
the Catholics. This is the kind of religion we are 


continually asked what we are going to substitute 
for. Just as we don’t need a substitute for a plague, 
we don’t need a substitute for such religion. 

The thirty-sixth annual convention of the National 
Grand Lodge of the American Protestant Association 
convened in Cincinnati last week. This is the 
American branch of Orangemen who would like to 
enact the scenes in Belfast here if they were only 
strong enough. The chances are, the Catholics will 
be the first aggressors in this country to attempt to 
down their religious opponents, long before the 
Orangemen hav made a foothold. 

That truckling sheet, the News, strongly urge 
Sunday closing of theaters on the plea, as it coolly 
expresses it, “that there was a large class of people 
who say they found no other time to attend theaters 
except Sunday night, but all such may be answered 
as Carlyle once replied to a man who excused himself 


for stealing by saying he must liv, that he could not | 


see the necessity for such a thing.” That is, if you 
can’t go except on Sunday, there is no particular 
necessity of your going at all. It claims their open- 
ing on Sunday is an insult to the religious element 
who occasionally used to patronize theaters, but do 
not since they hav had Sunday amusements, but 
covertly adds, while the patronage of this class is not 
large, their moral support is something very much to 
be desired. We anticipate the managers will soon 
be paying off the profession by drafts on their moral 
supporters. We hav as much right to object to the 
churches being open Sunday as an insult to disbe- 
lievers, as they hav to object to the theaters. 

* John the Baptist" was found dead in Davenport 
the other day with a bottle of whisky in his pocket. 

An article in Nature says: “M. Joly found in the 
cave of Nabrigas, in France, the fragment of a large 
vessel in contact with the skull of a large fossil bear. 
M. Mariel is strongly persuaded that fossil man of 
the paleolithie age was acquainted with the potter's 
art." 

Henry Watterson is in Europe, and, writing of 
prominent men, tells this story: “ Labouchere, witty 
and blasphemous, said at a dinner table, ‘It is absurd 
—positivly absurd—to sit down to a game with Glad- 
stone. He always has three aces up his sleeve, and 
the worst of it is he actually believes the Holy Ghost 
put them there.” 

The General Assembly of the United Presbyterian 
church held recently at Hamilton, O., adopted the 
following resolution in relation to the Knights of 
Labor: 

Resolved, That we enjoin upon all our members to abstain 
from connection with any association which might lead to 
acts of violence, or to the invasion of the right of property, 
or interfere with the liberty of men to engage in honest labor 
when, and where, and for whomsoever they may choose. 

To further illustrate that the church is always on 
the side of oppression, Geo. A. Schilling stated in 
the Trade's Assembly here last Sunday that it seemed 
impossible to organize the sewing girls——the most 
wretchedly paid of any industry—as they were mostly 
pious Swedish girls who dare not organize a union 
ior fear of their pastor, who had threatened them 
with expulsion did they dare to do so. Still Mr. 
Schilling says he has “got through fighting God.” 

During a terrific thunderstorm in Washington an 
eight-year old boy called his mother up stairs. She 
sat with him awhile, and told him not to fear. God 
took eare of little boys, and wouldn't let the lightning 
hurt him. 

“But God is away.up in heaven,” said the child. 

* Yes," replied the mother, “but he is here, too. 
Heis staying right in the room with you. He can 
protect you; I cannot. A long as God is here, you 
need not be afraid.” © ‘ 

The child was quieted, and the mother left him, 
and went back to the drawing-room. Pretty soon 
there came another deafening clap of thunder, when 
the boy, crawling out of bed, came to the head of the 
stairs and called again ! 

“What do you want, George?” asked his mother. 

* You come up here and stay with God awhile, and 
let me go down stairs," was the reply. 

Chicago, June 1, 1886. E. A. STEVENS.. 


mm 
Reynolds in Wayne Co., New York. 


Through the exertions of Dr. A. G. Austin, engage- 
ments were made for me to deliver a course of five 
lectures at Williamson, June 10th, 11th, 12th, and 
13th. Quite a furor of excitement has resulted from 
the lectures, and the Baptist minister, named Boyce, 
has‘challenged me to a discussion. His proposition is 
“That the Teachings of the New Testament are 
Superior and more Conduciv to Human Happiness 
than the Teachings of Secularism.” He insists on 
three nights’ debate, half hour speeches, two hours 
each night. There will be immense attendance 
from far and near. The discussion is appointed for the 
21st, 22d, and 23d inst. 

Monday and Tuesday, 14th and 15th inst., [lectured 
at Putneyville, and was the guest of those brave and 
loyal young Liberals, Mr. and Mrs. Byron Gazley, 
whose influence tends to upbuild the cause, and in- 
sured me large and appreciativ audiences. 


has engaged the Opera House, and assumed all ex- 
penses. Itis intimated that the Methodist minister at 
Sodus wil meet us on that occasion, and comply 
with 1 Peter iii,15. Weare not sanguin of his doing 
so, for while ministers exhaust their whole vocabulary 
of vituperation and Billingsgate on us because we do 
not believe and obey the requirements of the New 
Testament, yet they themselvs ignore its plainest 
teachings. On Thursday, June 17th, at the request 
of Dr. Austin, we pitch the Tent at Marion, and 
there is every indication of à more than warm recep- 
tion. I really think the temperature of sheol would 
be chilling in comparison. The rage and fierce in- 
dignation is wonderful. They hav never had a Lib- 
eral lecturer there, but Dr. Austin has forced them to 
know something of the aims and objects of Secular- 
ism, and that, at least, it will not be apt to build up 
the churches; consequently all five church are a unit 
in bitter opposition, and they hav been for some days. 
drilling and marshalling their forces. But one man 
in the whole village dared brave their power and rent 
a lot on which to pitch the Tent. It would be im- 
possible to rent hall or room at any price, or to in- 
duce the people, under ordinary circumstances, to 
attend a Liberal lecture, or read a Liberal publica- 
tion. But the Tent provides us with hall, and the ` 
novelty and excitement insure a very large attend- 
ance. 

I much deplore the alarming apathy of Liberals 
throughout the state of New York, but instead of 
giving up all endeavor, this most lamentable state 
of things proves the need of more determined effort. 
Something must be done to awake them to renewed 
activity and zeal. 

I expected to hav done much Tent work in the 
state this season, but lack of financial ability will 
prevent. At those places I shall visit in the state, in 
order to avoid debt I shall be obliged to dispense 
with the services of Tent-master. I realize this will 
entail on me a very heavy burden alike of labor and 
anxiety. But so long as strength and any degree of 
health remain to me, the Tent will be kept in the 
field. Better wear out than rust out. We hav the 
evidence-of last year’s Tent work that it is the most 
efficacious and economical means to popularize Sec- 
ularism, and our gratitude to those who so gener- 
ously provided us with the Tent demands we should 
keep it in the field. 

I much rejoice at the publication by the Canadian 
Secular Union of the Liberal Leaflets. They will 
prove of immense service in preparing the way for 
the living exponent of our principles. Furnished at 
the remarkably low rate of five hundred for $1, 
they are within the reach of all, and should be scat- 
tered like autumn leaves. Those engaging Tent 
should write W. M. Scott, agent of Canadian Sec- 
ular Union, Science Hall, Adelaide street, East, Tor- 
onto, Ont., secure a supply of the leaflets, and care- 
fully distribute them in their neighborhood. It will 
insure large attendance and hearty cooperation, 
making Tent effort more easy and sure success. 
Applications for Tent or contributions should be 
sent to me in care of Tur Truru SEEKER office. 


NEW YORK FREETHINKERS ASSOCIATION CONVENTION. 

The aims and objects of the annual Convention of 
the New York Freethinkers’ Association are to popu- 
larize Secularism, call together large numbers of 
intelligent and influential people, and by lectures and 
the cirenlation of Liberal literature awake a spirit of 
investigation, and disabuse the minds of the people: 
of prejudice born of misrepresentation and calumny ; 
by the interest of the lectures and importance of ihe 
meeting secure full reports in the press; at the same 
time affording all who attend opportunities for socia- 
bility, interchange of views, comparing modes of 
work, and establishing friendships that shall create 
more genuin interest in the progress of our cause in 
all parts of our state and vicinity. 

Our conventions of the past hav done much good, 
spite of mistakes that hav been made. Mistakes are 
excusable if never repeated. An extra effort and 
special inducements are needed. Let us hold a ten- 
days’ camp-meeting and picnic. Held under proper 
regulations, and conducted as it should be, it can be 
a source of great encouragement to all, of help to the 
cause, and a means to replenish the exhausted ex- 
chequer. Such a meeting, held in suitable grove or 
park, in vicinity to some city like Buffalo, would giv 
us an attendance each Sunday of from three to ten 
thonsand people. A silver collection at the gate 
would relieve us of all anxiety as to finances. And 
what a source of joy, help, and encouragement it 
would be to all who could attend ! 

We need to lay aside the monotonous, dull routine 
of daily care and toil, and take our family to the syl- 
van grove decided on, pitch our tent, throw care to 
the winds, and hav a full week’s jolly holiday, and 
while being rested and refreshed alike in mind and 
body by recreation and change of scene, enjoy social 
visits, form friendships, interchange views, and com- 
pare modes of work to advance our cause. 

We do not want too many speeches. Let us hav one, 


To-night, Wednesday, 16th, I lecture under the | and only one, good lecture each afternoon and evening. 


direction of Dr. Austin, of Williamson, a£ Sodus. 


He | Let the mornings be devoted to enjoyment, rest, and 


BU 


"May not prove a success! 


into the shining hills and plains of Idaho. 
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recreation—except Sundays, when morning lecture 
would be necessary for the masses who would attend. 

Would not such a meeting doa world of good? 
Returning to our homes invigorated and improved in 
mind and body, we should be better qualified to dis- 
charge all duties devolving on us, and take hold of 
propaganda work with undaunted hope and new 
courage. 

As Secularists we boast of seeking our happiness 
by promoting that of others. Let us giv a real holi- 
day, rest, change of scene, to our loved ones. Let 
us endeavor to combine pleasure to ourselvs while 
conferring benefit on our friends and neighbors. 

Some “little hopers" are afraid. It may rain! 
Pshaw! Let all do all 
the little they can, and it, will be the grandest success 
Liberals ever achieved. 

Others think they cannot spare time. Suppose you 
so decide, and next day sprain your ankle, and are 
laid up, unable to attend to business or do a day's 
work for twenty weeks. i 

You may not liv to enjoy such an opportunity an- 
other year. Get all the joy you can of life as it 
passes. Do all the good you can each day, and don't 
lay up a store of bitter regrets for lost opportunities 
to tantalize you in decrepit old age or when the fiat 
of death is in execution. 

Let us enjoy a holiday; and help the cause. 

Sit right down and write to Tar Trura Srexer that 
you hav decided in favor of camp-meeting and picnic 
extending over two Sundays, and that you and all 
your family will be there. C. B. REYNOLDS. 
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News and Notes. 


On Friday morning, June 4th, I left Salt Lake City 
for Idaho. Again I passed up the broad, beautiful 
Cache Valley, by the gleaming temple at Logan, and 
At sunset 
I arrived at Pocatello. Here I changed cars for Sho- 
shone. The moon was just rising as I sped over the 
American Falls—and they presented a lovely picture 
of foaming and leaping cataracts. These falls are not 
near so vast and lofty as the Shoshone Falls—which 
surpass Niagara in hight—but in contrast with the 
quiet lakes of Utah I enjoyed the fresh glory of these 
tumbling waters that made such musical thunder 
along with the whistle of the engin. At midnight I 
arrived at Shoshone. I found all the beds occupied, 
and was obliged to take my night’s rest in the parlor. 
I slept well, however, for my bones were weary. In 
the morning I was the happy recipient of a good 
hand-shake from my old friend A. S. Senter, who 
used to be with me on the Nebraska plains a dozen 
years ago. He is now one of the thriving business 
kings of this part of the country—coming here when 
all the land was covered with sage-brush and not a 
house was to be seen. "There was, however, an en- 
eampment of two thousand men, in tents consisting 
mostly of wagon-covers, within whose motley metrop- 
olis could be witnessed all the varieties of frontier 
life. These men were building the railroad, which 
has since wonderfully developed the country. Sho- 
shone is now a pretty and thriving village with some 
really elegant residences, and, like all Western towns, 
it looks forward to à magnificent future. 

I used to go hunting with my friend Senter over 
the bluffs of the North Platte. I am a good hunter. 
I ean hunt all day long and not hit a bit of game, but 
for all that I enjoy the fun of dashing over the enor- 
mous wastes and caiching glimpses now and then of 
the jack-rabbits and deer, and perhaps a buffalo roll- 
ing off in a cloud of dust, and the luxury of coming 
home tired and hungry, so that a cabin seems a pal- 
ace, and bacon and eggs a royal feast. There is 
nothing like these Western lands for downright pleas- 
ure of existence. Every care seems to be blown to 
the winds, and one is happy as the reckless sunshine 
itself. : 


I was pleased also to meet Mrs. Senter, another 
friend of happy Nebraska days, and when I saw the 
bright children I could but wonder at the miracle of 
life, with its ever-new revealings of grace and hope. 

On Saturday morning I took the train for Hailey, 
going up the Wood River valley a couple of thousand 
feet into the heart of the mountains. The valley was 
pleasant indeed, and in spite of sage-brush and lava 
rocks gave signs of wealth and promis, and there 
were gleams here and there of fruitful farms. This 
is the best grazing country in the world, for there are 
summer and winter ranges of vast extent. In the 
winter the herds float southward of Shoshone, and 
in the summer they leave the dry regions for the 
mountain pastures. Over the fringe of hills, fifty 
miles away, is the Kamas prairie, smooth as a table, 
well watered with plenty of rains, and a noble soil, 
and almost as large as some of the states. Toward 
this is trending the mighty tide of immigration. 

The most important station between Shoshone 
and Bellevue is Tikura. The station-house, express 
office, the telegraph and telephone, and the post- 
office and all the rest of the village are included in 
two rooms six by nine. On some railroad maps this 
station occupies almost as prominent a position as 
Chicago. That is the accidental way of doing things. 
I shouldn't wonder if Tikura already had a mayor 
and aldermen and a “ring.” 

Hailey is prettily situated among the emerald hills 
that tower around it like a hundred pyramids, as 
smooth as marble, and glistening in the splendor of 
the sunlight, and especially beautiful do they look 
when the golden streams of sunset flow over them 
with magical softness, so that they appear almost like 
mountains of gold in the entrancing radiance. Here 
and there a few spangles of trees can be seen, seem- 
ing like tiny bushes on the massiv pinnacles. 

Hailey is a “big boy for its size’ indeed. It is 
only five years old, but it has a palatial hotel, fine 
business block and residences, an imposing court- 
house, almost as many stages as Broadway, and 
plenty of go-ahead. It is the county seat of Alturas 
county, and this county is as large as the states of 
Vermont, New Hampshire, and Rhode Island put to- 
gether. They hava big country out here, and cut 
their counties according to their cloth, and go in for 
immensity. Hailey expects to hav one of the biggest 
Fourth of July celebrations on record, and I sup- 
pose that Gotham must pale its ineftectual fires before 
this Western star. 

I lectured os aturday and Sunday evenings at 
Hailey Theater t good audiences. There are many 
Liberals in this place, and I am ig hopes that a Sec- 
ular Union will be established. I was pleased to 
meet with Charles Haupt, Herman Krause, Professor 
Delius, Charles Ahlstrom, Messrs. Richards, of the 
News- Miner, and Mr. Clay, of the Idaho Register, 
and others, all good Liberals. The majority of the 
people in Hailey are really Freethinkers, but many 
don't care to say so publicly, so potent is the tyranny 
of the churches. 

On Monday and Tuesday evenings I lectured at 
Bellevne, another flourishing city, about five miles 
from Hailey, in the midst of a mining country that 
has more wealth than will perhaps be ever discovered. 
Even the boys take up claims and get rich. Within 
the radius of twenty miles or so are from five to ten 
thousand workingmen. From thirty to fifty thou- 
sand dollars are distributed every month, and this 
keeps things pretty lively. 

Bellevue is quaintly built up with log-houses, neat 
and comfortable, with one or tworooms, and it looked 
as if people enjoyed themselvs in their tiny dwelling- 
places. They seem to hav all the room they want. 

I had full houses at Bellevue, although there was 
nothing but rude benches without backs for seats. I 
liked my reception well. I was especially delighted 
to meet Silas Halls, a subscriber of Tue Truta 
Seeker, who generously made all the arrangements 
for the lectures, and to his efforts much of the suc- 
cess of the meetings is owing. He has all the pluek 
of Western folk, has seen many ups and downs, yet 
has not lost one whit of courage or devotion to Free- 
thought. I also enjoyed the acquaintance of James 
S. Whiton, & veteran Liberal, and formerly mayor of 
Bellevue; J. L. Hogan, L. H. Moelrwin, James 
Carothers, Charles Carothers, Dan Mead, Ben Davis, 
Charles Beerman, George Wells, and others. There 
is material for a flourishing Union at Bellevue when 
the times are ripe. 

On Wednesday evening I returned to Hailey, and 
at the request of many citizens delivered my lecture 
on “ The Glory of Infidelity.” The theater was well 
filled with very attentiv listeners, among them a min- 
ister or two. I tried to get a reply to my lecture, 
but all was still, so I guess the clergymen hay some 
faith in the power of Infidelity. 

Thursday evening I went still further into the 
mountains, twelve miles, to Ketchum, at the. end of 
the railroad. I seemed to be passing through a 
vast corridor. I went up the winding road amid the 
glistening hills that shot up in every variety of form, 
shapen into curious statuary by the thousand billowy 
hands of the sea that once swept these verdant ex- 
pauses, Amid the broad spaces of green were glo- 


rious ranks of blue, yellow, and crimson flowers, and 
one might say that from pit to dome of this natural 
theater all was a brilliant array, as if the fashionable 
attire of Dame Nature was put on in honor of the 
opening season. 

I had a sort of extemporaneous meeting at Ketch- 
um, as it was not known beforehand that I would 
come. It was held in án unoccupied store, and seats 
and lights were put in for the occasion. Having no 
other way to advertise, a small boy was put in requi- 
sition. As no other bell could be procured, he was 
armed with a string of sleigh-bells with which he at- 
tracted attention, and announced from street to street 
that there would be a “free lecture" at “ Coffin’s 
store.” Mr. Baxter, the amiable and generous land- 


| lord of Baxters Hotel, set the ball in motion. In 


about half an hour the hall was filled to overflowing. 
It is necessary, as the saying is in this country, to 
“rustle” in order to accomplish anything, and one 
must resort to all sorts of inventions to make the 
elastic Westerner know that his presence is desired. 
I gave my lecture, “ Universal Mental Liberty." It 
was a cold blanket to some of my listeners, and, like 
the Arab, they “silently stole away,” but with a few 
new thoughts, I hope. The most remained, and evi- 
dently enjoyed the novelty. It does indeed repay - 
one for much weariness of the flesh and sinking of 
the heart to hav the thanks of those who hav lived 
in this country for years, and not heard a Freethought 
lecture which expresses what they themselvs hav 
long believed, almost in utter isolation. - 

I enjoy much the hospitality of my Liberal friend, 
P. P. Baxter, of Baxter’s Hotel. He is a typical 
frontiersman. He came to this country in its in- 
fancy with his own team, and he says his horses weré 
80 lean when he got here that he had to tie knots in 
their tails to keep their collars on. For eighteen 
months he kept hotel in a tent. Ketchum now, how- 
ever, is very handsomely built up, and has a future 
of much promis as the wealth of the country is devel- 
oped. 

cas by, in a pretty wooded defile, are the Hot 
Springs. I took a walk there this morning, and the 
scenery is indeed delightful. Against the sky is the 
Sawtooth Range, glittering with snow and rolling 
clouds, and between are grassy hills and mounds and 
huge rocks, and alongside the path is the brawling 
creek. One might almost imagin he was at the founts 
of Helicon, for these springs burst forth from a 
dozen places in the midst of trees which run clear to 
the summit of the hills. At any rate, that poetic 
fancy haunted me as I roamed along the embowered 
banks, and dashed into the warm and sparking tides. 

Next week I expect to lecture at Broadford and 
Shoshone, and then I am off for Montana. I expect 


.to lecture at Salt Lake City on my return trip, July 


25th. Sauuzz P. Putnam. 


Ketchum, June 11, 1886. 
———— — —9-$-9—— ————— 
The Chicago Riot. 


Hearing that, under present excitement and preju- 
dice against Socialists, Spies, Fielding, ete., will hav 
but a poor show to prove themselvs not to be respon- 
sible for the bomb throwing, a committee has been 
formed to raise a Fair Trial Fund in order that the 
indicted men may hav some chance to defray the ex- 
penses of calling witnesses and making a fair defense. 
On the side of the prosecution are the wealth of the 
“best citizens,” the influence of the press, and the 
power of the whole police force. On the other hand 
the Socialists stand almost without friends or money. 
Seeing this, the Fair Trial Committee, none of whom 
are connected or hav any sympathy with the aim and 
methods of the I. W. P. A., feel justified in appeal- 
ing to the sense of fair play of Liberals, and to ask 
them to send some pecuniary assistance to the de- 
fense fund. Money will be received by the attorney 
for defense, Wm. P. Black, room 50, 115 Dearborn 
street, Chicago. A. H. Simpson. 


—9—-$—9— 
Spiritual Photography. 

To rhe Eprror or Tus Truru Srrzrkm, Sir: Ide- 
sire to let the readers of Tur Troru Seexer know 
that Mr. Parkhurst’s letter to Mr. Keeler of June 3d, 
which appeared in the issue of the 19th inst., did not 
reach its intended destination until the 16th inst., 
having been improperly directed. To this fact may 
be attributed much of the delay. A meeting has 
been held, the results of which Mr. Parkhurst will 
report next week. Yours truly R. M. Rosrwsox. 

June 20, 1886. 

——-—9— 


To Support Mr. Reynolds's Tent Effort. 


R. W. Moline rererere 
N. S. Johnson, 
Hiram Wixson 
Laroy W. Cushing 


Some of the above were reccived last fall, after the close of 
the Tent work, and were then handed to Mr. Reynolds. 
The others hav been received during the past two wecks. 
While Mr. Reynolds is moving arcund, Contributions sent to 
this office will be surer to reach him. : 
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Communications. 


A Bill of Indictment Against Religions Per Se. 


BY JACOB HENDERSON. 
V. 


INSTEAD OF A HELP, RELIGION IS A HINDRANCE TO THE 
FORMATION OF A GOOD CHARACTER. 

Let me remind the reader once more that this 
thing called religion is not a natural instinct in 
man. It was superinduced; and all superinduced 
habits and notions are more diffieult to break up than 
those which are entirely natural. It was grafted 
upon his character, as a scion is grafted on a stock, 
when the race was just beginning its human exist- 
ence, and has been cherished as an exotic for count- 
less ages, aud ali over the world, by the priesthood 
of every faith, who hav juggled with it to their own 
advantage of honor, wealth, and power. It is not at 
all necessary to the formation of a good moral char- 
acter. On the contrary, it is a blemish, since it plays 
upon, and develops, the most ignoble of all our pas- 
sions—/eur, the fear of God, the fear of the devil, 
the fear of death, and the fear of hell A child 
properly educated would never evince this spirit of a 
convieted felon suing for mercy, which religion in- 
jects into the character; but would, when grown up, 
proudly stand forth without fear aud without re- 
proach. But expose the same person, during the 
susceptible period of childhood, to the insidious in- 
fluence of the church, and the old iuherited weakness 
would show itself; just as a predisposition to steal- 
ing, or drinking intoxicating liquors, which one 
might hav inherited from some of his innumerable 
ancestors, would, by associating with theives, and 
being exposed to the smell and taste of liquor in a 
bar-room, develop the latent propensity, and make 
him a thief or a drunkard. 

IS THIS CENSURE OF RELIGION TOO SEVERE? 

It may be said that my condemnation of the relig- 
ious sentiment is too sweeping. I am referred to the 
fact that among all the various sects of religionists 
there are, and hay been, those who were just in their 
dealings, benevolent in their dispositions, considerate 
to the rights of others, and free from all cruelty, 
hypocrisy, or cant; that in hundreds of instances they 
hav built and endowed hospitals of all kinds for the 
unfortunate, and founded institutions for the spread 
of knowledge. I cheerfully admit the facts. But 
these excellent traits of character ought not to be 
attributed to their religio». Such people are natu- 
. rally good. They are good in defiance of their relig- 
` ion, and would be better still if entirely destitute of 
it. If religion is entitled to the credit of producing 
all this benevolence and amiableness of character, 
how came it to pass that the very same principle 
prompted the Catholic to burn the Protestant, and 
the Protestant to burn the Catholic, not for any 
crimes they had committed against society respect- 
ivly, but merely for their opinions? Can the same 
fountain send forth bitter waters and sweet at the 
same time? No. Free from the perverting influence 
of religion, all men are naturally kind and good. 
They understand the laws of natural morality, and 
would do to others as they would be done by, unless 
they were overruled by some other authority. 
Stephen Girard had not one spark of religion in his 
character. Yet, in the natural benevolence of his 
heart, he gave millions to found an educational insti- 
tution for youth which should diffuse its blessings 
through all future generations, without any admixture 
of religious teaching. No testator ever guarded a 
trust more carefully than he did his. But it is the 
religion of the authorities of Philadelphia which, in 
defiance of the most solemn guarantees and pledges, 
has exhibited its uniform character for unscrupulous- 
ness, by perverting those sacred funds, and unblush- 
ingly making his great charity an auxiliary to the 
popular superstition.. 

To-day it would be impossible for the Catholics to 
burn another Bruno at Rome; or the Presbyterians 
another Servetus at Geneva; or an Episcopal bishop 
to slit the nose, brand the cheek, and cut off the 
ears of another Leighton, or Pyrnne, in London. 
Why? Only because the nineteenth-century knowl- 
edge has so far undermined the faith of Christendom 
that the laws of civilized nations forbid such a cruel 
exhibition of the religious sentiment. But if the 
clergy and their people all believed their own creeds 
now as sincerely as they did three hundred years ago, 
they could at least bring themselvs up to the sticking 
point of believing that such things ought to be done. 
Why does every patriot tremble at the idea of the 
Catholics outnumbering all the other voters of this 
country? Because, while there are thousands of 
Catholies who are amiable and good citizens, the irre- 
ligion, unalterable in its character, if awakened from 
the slumber of circumstances by the priesthood, 
would do again what it has always done before, and 
what it is its nature to do—persecute to the death 
all heretics, introduce here the reign of ignorance 
and crime which hay always prevailed in every Catho- 
lie country, and make the government a faithful ser- 
vant to the pope of Rome. Giv any other sect the 


same power, and its religion would carry out its be- 
hests in like manner, and both because they believe 
that it would be well-pleasing in the sight of God. 
The reason why Buddhism, although classed among 
the so-called “religions” of the world, has never per- 
secuted, is because it is not a religion, but a system 
of philosophy. It has no creed of dogmas - to 
believe; no angry personal God to placate by ser- 
vil aets of sacrifice and devotion; no future hell-fire 
for cowards to escape from; but it teaches that at 
death the dreamless sleep of Nirvana awaits the 
whole human family. 

In regard to that large class of church people who 
are amiable and indisposed to persecute, the fact may 
be accounted for in two ways. On close inspection 
it might be found that such persons, while they may 
consider themselvs as religious, and others regard 
them so too, yet, by the visitations of knowledge, 
they hav, perhaps imperceptibly to themselvs, given 
up the word “credo,” and sneer, privately it may be, 
at the idea of a person being punished in eternal hell 
fire for opinions which he is forced by proof to accept 
as true. Such are unconsciously, but nevertheless 
really, Infidels. For the doctrin of eternal punish- 
ment is the basis of the whole scheme of salvation, 
and of the church as the means thereto, and a convic- 
tion, or even a sírong suspicion, of its falseness 
shakes the doubter's faith in all the rest of the doc- 
trins that are built upon it as à foundation. There 
are many such doubters in the church in this age of 
reason who are mere prisoners to their circumstances, 
and the church complains of their indifference, their 
lack of zeal in her service, and their general absence 
from *the stated means of grace," but little suspect 
the cause. These persons do not avow their doubts 
or their convictions to the world, for, although the 
church cannot now burn heretics by law, her tyranny 
is as cruel and relentless as ever, and such persons 
feel that they would be discriminated against and 
damaged politically, socially, and in business. Hence 
their indifferentism. 

Then, again, there are others whose environments 
may be such that the tiger instinct in their character 
is not roused, and may never show itself through 
life for want of provocation. History givs many 
examples of persons, as in the case of Nero, Robes- 
pierre, and others who were apparently meek and 
amiable in temper, and inoffensiv as lambs in their 
youth, but who, when invested with power, and their 
religion provoked, became as ravenous and blood- 
thirsty as wolves. In the character of the “ good 
Aurelius” there was a whole constellation of virtues, 
and but one known defect. His religion, which was 
pagan, in perfect k€eping with its universal character 
as a blind and unscrupulous force, made him a per- 
secutor of the Christians. 


THE SUMMING UP AND CONCLUSION. 


In reviewing the -counts in the Bill of Indictment 
I hav drawn up against religion per se, I find that, for 
want of space, I hav not adduced the hundredth part 
of the evidence at my command. In showing up its 
natural workings in the human heart and life, and its 
uniform character as à moral force, I hav called into 
our court of inquiry, as sworn witnesses, the pagan, 
the Jew, the Moslem, the Catholic Christian, the 
Episcopalian Christian, the Presbyterian Christian, 
the Puritan Christian, and the “ orthodox” or Greek 
Christian. Beginning with the dawn of history, and 
coming down chronologically to our own times, I 
could hav given hundreds of cases instead of a few 
selected here and there, all going to substantiate the 
charge I make, that, if we may trust to the inductiv 
mode of reasoning, which bases its conclusions on 
facts; if we may judge of a tree from the fruit it 
bears, then the religious sentiment in man is the 
worst and most dangerous feature in his character. 
In our day that condition of excitement known as 
“revivals of religion” is considered by the credulous 
church people as giving to those engaged in them a 


foretaste of the holiness as well as the happiness of 


heaven. Yet everyone who has studied the phenom- 
enon of religion, not only in the light of history, but 
from actual observation, knows that the most intense 
piety and zeal exhibited on such occasions are entirely 
consistent with the most abominable and shameless 
lives of the persons engaged in theni. The gullible 
class, who compose so large a part of the public, 
think that a tearful professor of religion, constant in 
his private devotions, always at church and Sunday- 
school, and a stickler for the observance of the Sab- 
bath, is entirely too good and heavenly-minded to 
rob a savings bank of trust funds belonging to help- 
less widows and orphans, to speculate in stocks with 
other people’s money, and to perpetrate other crimes 
as bad. But the proof is overwhelming, and con- 
stantly appearing, that murder and all its cognate 
offenses hav been known to flourish for years among 
the most zealous and, apparently, the most holy evan- 
gelists who were converting “sinners,” and adding 
them to the church by the hundreds. 

Religion in man is the sleeping tiger whose appe- 
tite for blood is ever latent. 
of cruelty, taking delight in originating all the va- 
rious forms of agony whereby it has put its victims 
to death during the long centuries of its power. 


It is the very mother | 


It 


has either caused, or occasioned, nearly all the wars 
that hav desolated the earth, and hung mill-stones of 
debt round necks of nations. It is the terrible de- 
moniac which early took possession of our unhappy 
race, and has kept possession ever since, because 
Science, the only exorcist that could cast it out, was 
herself under cow to its power. History shows that 
it has been more relentless in its havoc upon human 
happiness under the auspices of the Christian the- 
ology than under those of all the other theologies of 
the world combined. It has destroyed the beautiful 
system of natural morality by setting different and 
arbitrary standards of right and wrong, thus filling 
the world with intellectual confusion on a subject 
where all mankind should be, and would hav been, 
agreed. It is the only fiend in the universe which is 
wicked enough to burn a man to death by slow fire 
for merely holding an opinion. 

Although the iron pen of history has written down 
as indubitably true that, all over the world and in 


every age, this instinct has transformed mankind into: 


incarnate devils, we hav a school of dilettante ideal- 


ists who are wasting their time in attempting to giv ` 


a conception of what might be a good-natured kind 
of religion, without any creed, or positiv characteris- 
tics, belonging entirely to the nenter gender, and the 
like of which has never yet been seen on the face of 
the earth. But if they succeeded in their incubation, 
it would be a mere production of the fancy, unreal, 
intangible, incomprehensible, and of no more practi- 
eal account in life than Herbert Spencer's nebulous 
notion of an unknowable God 

Therefore, in calmly contemplating the past and 
present history of the religious instinct, I am forced 
to take the ground that its complete extirpation from 
the human character, the destruction of its priestly 
vocation by a universal demand for real knowledge, 
and the conversion of its churches into Halls of Sci- 
ence and Art, would be the greatest blessing that 
could be conferred on our suffering. world; and I 
shall die in the confident expectation that when Sci- 
ence, the daughter of Light, shall execute her holy 
mission, Religion, that child of darkness, having no 
cloak of ignorance to hide itself under, will perish 
from the carth. 

——— 9$ —99— — ————— 
Darwinism. 
His soul was like a star and d welt apart. 


At all times foremost and resplendent in the gleam 
of his genius, leading the forces of humanity's ap- 
proved redeemers, will be seen the great law-giver, 
Darwin. 

In the panorama of the modern campaign against 
the hitherto victorious legions of superstition, armies 
to whose ranks, through all the centuries, recruits 
hav been enlisted having the skill of drilled veterans, 
the author of “The Descent of Man" must stand the 
observed of all observers. ' 

Beginniug his career on an old wooden ship of the 


navy of a people inhabiting a mere geographical speck | 


on the surface of our globe, he pondered plans and 
marshaled facts preparing for after action by which 
he not only took the big world captiv but the illim- 
itable realins of space as well; and his name now 
stands as the synonym for autocrat in the domain of 
Science. 

Tn the limits of natural history his chief achieve- 
ments are to be found. His “Origin of Species” 
was the oriflamme first raised in his own war against 
the great foe of the years—a banner on which was 
inscribed a word which has since become the battle- 
ery of the age, Evolution; a word of lofty signifi- 
cance, soaring infinitly above the distinction between 
one science and another. 

The great doctrin of natural selection has in a quar- 
ter of a century passed all points of opposition save 
that of Rome. It has not yet passed. the Rubicon. 
But there are now among us eyes that will see even 
that ancient historical barrier passed by Darwinism. 

Why should we place beyond the pale of hope 
An emptied Vatican, a tramping pope? 

The truth inherent in the principles of Darwin has 
quietly brushed aside the opposition of the Church 
of England, and, greater conquest still, the objections 
of the sectaries. 

Who could hav anticipated the enormous change 
in educated opinion which a single quarter of a 
century has disclosed? Still less likely would it hay 
seemed that the whole nation should uncap with so 
much of unanimity to a theory so completely at vari- 
ance with all accepted teaching as to with one accord 
consent that his remains should find sepulture in the 
mausoleum set apart for the cherished teachers of 
the nation. i 

No doubt but continued research will yet accom- 
plish the task of securing all needed testimony to 
solve the great Darwinian problem, drawing from 
the jumbled litter of the past, biological as well as 
geological, well ascertained data, giving a panorama 
majestic and satisfactory of the cosmos, blotting out 
and forever the pueril tableau of the Mosaic record. . 

Says the astronomer royal of Ireland, in a lecture, 
“ Darwin has worked out one of the most splendid de- 
tails in the history of the universe.” 

I propose to sketch the position which the Darwin- 
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ian theory occupies with reference to a celebrated 
branch of astronomical speculation. 

The sun is hot and the sun is pouring forth heat. 
Now heat, we know, is capable of measurement ; quan- 
tities of heat can be measured as accurately as tons 
of coal. The daily outflow of heat from the sun is as 
measurable a quantity as the daily outflow of gas 
from the gas-works. The total amount of heat which 
the sun pours forth cannot, it is true, be very accu- 
rately estimated by our present knowledge. ÅH that 
we are here concerned to know is that it is of the 
most stupendous magnitude. Even the daily con- 
sumption of the sun's heat by the earth is enormous, 
but that is only & minute fraction, less, indeed, than 
the two-thousand-millionth part of the total torrent 
which peurs from the sun. 

It is a momentous question to inquire what replen- 
ishes the heat of the sun, or whether the sun's heat 
is ever replenished at all. If the sun be not replen- 
ished, then its heat must gradually wane. Various 
sources of replenishment hav been suggested. Every- 
one is acquainted with the pleasing phenomenon of 
shooting stars which dash into our air with a train of 
light and sparks. Every shooting star is thus a 
source of heat. The shooting stars fall on the earth’s 
atmosphere by thousands and by millions. It is be- 
lieved that they fall into the sun in vastly greater 
numbers. They must rain on the sun with a profu- 
sion corresponding to his vast surface, and with a 
velocity corresponding to his intense power of attrac- 
tion. Each shooting star develops vastly more heat 
at. its plunge into the sun than it would hav done 
had it fallen upon the earth. The heat derived from 
all the shooting stars which fall upon ‘the earth is 
utterly insignificant, but it may be that the heat from 
the torrent of shooting stars which rain in upon the 
sun is not insignificant. 


If the sun were merely like a vast, incandes- 
cent mass of stone or of metal, it would cool at the 
rate of 5 or 10 degrees a year. A few thousand 
years would reduce it to such a degree that it would 
uo longer be the source of light and heat which it 
certainly has been for thousands of years. It^ may 
be well here to state generally that the sun is really 
parting with its heat. It would not, perhaps, be true 
to say that the sun is actually failing in temperature. 
If the sun be actually gaseous, it may strangely 
enough be getting hotter instead of colder, so long 
as it remains gaseous; but, however we look at the 
question, there is one statement which admits of no 
doubtful interpretation: As the heat is radiated 
away, so the particles which form the sun’s mass are 
drawn more and more closely together (and so by 
friction producing heat?). The total mass of the 
sun—its weight as placed in a scale—cannot de 
crease, but the bulk which the sun occupies must de- 
crease, and is at this moment decreasing, and, so far 
as we know, will continue to decrease until the sun 
is one hard mass of matter benumbed with the cold 
of space. 

At the present moment the sun has a diameter of 
860,000 miles. Each year this diameter decreases by 
about 220 feet. This decrease is always taking place; 
the process is never reversed; it is not periodic, like 
so many phenomena of nature; in time the result 
inust become of overwhelming importance.. The 
sun's career as a source of light and heat is ulti- 
mately doomed to extinction. It has been calculated 
that the sun cannot radiate enough heat to maintain 
life on the earth for a period of 10,000,000 years 
more.. 

One hundred years ago the diameter of the sun was 
four miles greater than it is at present. One thou- 
sand years ago the diameter of the sun was forty 
miles greater than it is at present. Ten thousand 
years ago the diameter of the sun was four hundred 
miles greater than it is now. The advent of man 
upon the earth took place, no doubt, a long time ago, 
but in the history of the earth the advent of man is 
a comparativly recent phenomenon. Yet it seems 
certain that when man first trod our planet, the 
diameter of the sun must hav been many hundreds, 
‘perhaps many thousands, of miles greater than it is at 
present. We must not, however, overestimate the 
significance of this statement. The world on which 
the primitiv man trod was certainly illuminated by a 
larger sun than that which now shines upon us. 

But we must not stop in our retrospect at the 
epoch of primeval man. We must go back earlier 
and earlier through the long ages of the geologists, 
and back again still farther to the earliest epochs 
when life first began to dawn on the earth. Still we 
find no reason that the law of the sun’s decreasing 
heat is not still maintained, and thus, so far as our 
present knowledge goes, we are bound to suppose 
that the sun must hav been larger and larger the 
further our retrospect extends. It is not contended 
that the rate at which the sun changes its diameter 
was the same as the four miles per century, which is 
an approximation to its present ratio. Itis sufficient 
for our purpose that the sun is larger and larger the 
farther we peer back into the remote abyss of the 
past. There was a time when the sun must hav been 
twice as large as it is at present; it must once hav 


times as large. How long ago that was no one can 
venture to say. It would be rash to attempt any 
estimate ; but we cannot stop at the stage when the 
sun was even ten times as large as it is at present ; 
the arguments we hav used will still apply with equal 
if not greater force. And, looking back earlier still, 
there was a time when the sun must hav been so 
swollen that the mighty orbit of Neptune would be 
merely a girdle around the stupendous globe. At 
that time the sun must hav been a mass of almost in- 
conceivable tenuity. We are not to suppose that the 
earth and the other planets were solid bodies deeply 
buried in the vast bulk of the sun. It seems evident 
that the planets were gaseous masses in those 
ancient days, and undistinguishable from the sun 
which gave them existence. 

We are now able to make an attempt to trace the 
history of the solar system, and to indicate the share 
which Darwin had in the solution of the noble 
problem. 

And if in the further efforts at discussion of the 
great theme we may be made to see a pronounced 
misnomer in calling the sun Ae—the gorgeous lumi- 
nary proving itself to be of the other gender by giv- 
ing birth by parturition to the entire solar planetary 
family—why, we must just accept the fact, adapting 
speech to the correction or not, just as we see fit. 
As for me and my house, the sun shall be spoken of 
hereafter as feminin, and be regarded as one of the 
celestial harem of the Godhead. M. 

Le Roy, N. Y. 


The Horse Claims a Soul. . 

And now the horse, the ego in his nature cropping out as 
in man’s, claims to possess à soul immortal, and declines to 
be *' left.” 

A white horse. A magnificent animal truly; his 
carriage supeib, his hight grand, and his form per- 
fection; with a wealth of mane and tail that must 
hav been the envy of his congeners in the paddock of 
the millionaire horse fancier where he proudly stood 
with head erect and neck arching. 

This proudest of white horses and whitest of proud 
horses stood motionless, save that now and then he 
would slightly toss or shake his magnificent head, as 
if to emphasize a conclusion arrived at, giving a 
looker-on the idea that he was debating with himself 
some question of importance; and his lips would 
twitch and open at times, like those of a man talking 
to himself. At length, with a mighty stamp of his near 
fore foot, he broke forth in speech—horse-talk, of 
course, interpreted by the writer : 

“I am a. horse; only a horse, as the two-legged 
animal with whom my lot is cast would say with more 
or less contempt, in his egotism and self-conceit. 
Yes, that is so; only a horse; but what is he? Only 
aman; 2 two-legged animal like an ape, from whom 
he evoluted. But this highly conceited product of 
nature claims to possess a soul which is immortal; 
which will liv on and liv ever after his body has be- 
come dust of the earth. This seems to be a ridicu- 
lous and, at the same time, an astounding belief. I 
don’t understand at all what a soul is—I wonder 
if he really does? But I believe that, if the two- 
legged man-animal has a soul, I hav likewise a soul. 
Why not? 

“Yes, it must be so. If the man-animal has a soul 
that will liv forever, so then hav I. Why not, in- 
deed? Am I not, as a production of nature, his peer 
in beauty of form? (The writer begs to say that he 
was the handsomest animal he [the writer] ever saw, 
no animal man excepted.) Am I not more than his 
peer— his superior—in physical power and swift- 
ness of motion? And morally am I not his superior? 
To these queries the man-animal must answer Yes, 
if not loud, then deep ; but say it he must. 

* But the egotistical man-animal prides himself on 
being the animal par eminence and par excellence of 
creation. He argues that he is the only animal 
gifted with reason, and therefore the superior of all. 
The animal man is a fool toargue thus. Why, I can 
reason for myself as well as he for himself. That I 
was not a man, and he was not a horse, is owing to 
the chapter of accident only. I fill my place, he fills 
his—that is to say, now and then he does. The 
way I should put it is, I do fill my place, he should 
but not always does. 

“Tt was my lot to be an animal for his service and 
gratification. It was his lot to be an animal to serve 
and gratify others of his race. We both hav duties 
to perform. Which of us performs his duty best I 
will leave to him, even, to answer. He.can giv but 
one answer, the other will stick in his throat and 
strangle him. Yet he claims for himself alone, of all 
the other animals, an immortal soul! If he has one, 
I hav one Iam convinced of that. 


“Tt is true, I now and then bite and balk, kick the |. 


dashboard in and run away with the carriage, and 
show other vicious qualities. But where I kill one 
of his race, he kills thousands. Where I injure one, 
he injures thousands, and this, too, with his much- 
vaunted superior intelligence and with a soul immor- 
tal, which he denies to me! . This superior animal 
man lies, cheats, robs, kills, and commits every known 


been three times as large; it must once hav been ten | crime, and by repenting, as he calls it, is saved. F 


do none of these things, maliciously, as he does, and 
I am to be lost, am I? Neigh! neigh! neigh! Ire- 
spond for myself, the egotistical animal man to the 
contrary notwithstanding. : 

“Yes, I am to be saved, if man is. If there isa 
heaven hereafter for him he will find that I will be 
there with him; that there is a heaven for ‘me too.’ 
Why, one of the egotistical animals, whose name is 
Talmage, and who prates and prances in a spacious 
stable—1 believe they call it a tabernacle—admits 
that I will be there, telling his hearers tbat they will 
all, meaning a countless host of earth-exported angels, 
ride through the avenues of heaven on white horses— 
white horses, mind that—and that they, the angels, 
will all be dressed in white gowns. Where this ani- 
mal preacher got the tip from is more than I know ; 
but being of the race of superior intelligence, I judge 
it must be a straigbt tip, as they say on the track. 

“While this is cheering for my race, assuring us, 
as it does, of a comfortable paddock for eternity in 
the domain of heaven, I can't help thinking that a 
countless troop of white horses, their riders all in 
white gowns, will go to make a most monotonous pro- 
cession, and one which the heavenly spectators would 
tire of before seeing a mile of it. I am a white horse 
myself, and white horses, well provided for and taken 
care of, are pleasant to look upon. Iknow that I am 
admired by the animal man with whom my lot is cast, 
and by all his family and friends—but in a big caval- 
cade of white horses solely, there is too much of a 
muchness, as it were. I hope the preaching man- 
animal is mistaken in this. I hope to see some bays 
and blacks and browns, some grays and sorrels and 
piebalds, even, sprinkled liberally in among the 
whites, to relieve the otherwise monotonous appear- 
ance of the procession. But if white they are to be, 
why, I am as white as any of the whitest, and as 
grand; and who knows but that Ishall lead the heav- 
enly cavalcade, bearing the chief trumpeter of 
heaven—who knows? 

*I wonder if the white horses only are to be en- 
tered for heaven—how lucky am I, if that is so—or 
whether those of other colors are to be born again 
in white, as the man-animal has got to be, as is said. 
Well, it doesn't matter, as I am safe anyhow; and 
perhaps in heaven monotony, as understood on earth, 
will not tire the eye as here, but prove a pleasurable : 
sensation. ‘ 

* But this is a side issue, as if were. It is enough 
that I am satisfied that I hav a soul! Yes, Mr. 
Animal, called man, I hav a soul, immortality, and a 
heaven in store for me, as hav you; so geek not to 
exalt your proud soul above mine, for mine has the 
best show, as being the less sinful ; that is, in a thou- 
sand souls of my race and a thousand of yours, many 
more of mine will be taken! . 

“ For further particulars, inquire of the preaching 
animal of your race, Talmage, who seems to hav a 
more intimate knowledge in regard fo heaven and 
the performances to come off there than any other 
of your preaching animals. But whatever else you 
do, settle down to the square conclusion that, if you 
go to heaven, I am not going to be left !” 

This is a free interpretation, reader, of what the 
proud white horse said in my hearing in the paddock ; 
and I firmly believe that if the animal of the genus 
homo goes to a heaven the animal of the genus equus 
will likewise go there! Why not, eh? $1 Srokux. 

: -—— 

Potycarr.—Polyearp is believed to hav suffered 
martyrdom about a.». 167, at the age of eighty-six. 
This would hay put his birth about a.n. 81. Ireneus, 
who must hav been born before a.p. 140, claimed in 
his early youth to hav seen Polycarp, who, he says, 
was appointed bishop of Smyrna by the apostles. 
What apostles? Nobody claims that any but John 
was living when Polycarp was born. Well, then, just 
think of John in the last year of his life, a.p. 99, 
ordaining Polycarp, aged eighteen. 


Parras.—Papias, bishop of Hieropolis, in Phrygia, 
is said to hav suffered martyrdom about A.n. 164-7. 
He wrote five books, entitled, “Exposition of the 
Lord's Oracles,” from which Eusebius could extract 
but little worthy of transmission. Most 
critics admit that Papias could not hav known the 
Apostle John. Indeed, how could he, when John's 
death is fixed at least sixty-five years before that of 
Papias? 

Treneus says that Papias heard John say that Jesus 
said that: 

The days will come in which vines will grow, each having 
10,000 branches, and in each branch 10,000 twigs. and in each 
twig 10,000 shoots, and in cach one of the shoots 10,000 clus- 
ters, and in every one of the clusters 10,000 grapes, and every 
grape when pressed will giv 25 metretes of wine (Agt. Her- 
esies, v, 33). 

Now, taking Smith's Bible Dictionary as authority 
for the value of a metrete, to wit, 8 2-3 gallons, it 
follows that the product of one millennial grape-vine 
will make a quantity of wine equal in bulk to the 
planet Mereury; and allowing to the thousand million 
of earth's inhabitants enough to keep them constantly 
intoxicated, say two gallons of wine a day to each 
one, it would keep them all dead drunk for the space 
of thirty thousand million years.— Antichrist. 
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Priest-Ridden Canada. 


Just now there seems to be a revolt in Toronto 
which, if continued, may awaken some of the Cana- 
dian people to the fact that they are living under a 
Roman Catholic despotism. A writer in the Toronto 
Mail makes serious charges against that church, 
which are without doubt true, and which showd 
stimulate the Secularists to renewed exertions, or 
they may be compelled to emigrate before many years. 
The local government is entirely in the hands of 
Archbishop Lynch, who appoints to ‘office, through 
the legal officers, Roman Catholics who are incapable 
of fulfilling their duties, and are further obnoxious to 
the citizens because of moral obliquity. Mr. Lynch 
has largely obtained control of the public institutions 
of Ontario province, the better to carry on the work 
of conversion. Toronto has a public school system, 
and the Catholics maintain, besides, separate or paro- 
chial schools. For the support of the public schools, 
of course, all ‘citizens are taxed. Mr. Lynch has ob- 
tained the passage by the local assembly of the gov- 
ernment of an act compelling all Catholics to pay 
taxes to the separate schools. He has, in addition, 
induced the school authorities to adopt for school 
reading a version of the Bible specially prepared by 
himself. The so-called charitable institutions sup- 
ported by the state are likewise under Mr. Lynch’s 
almost direct supervision. Of thirty-two hospitals, 
asylums, and refuges, twenty-four are managed en- 
tirely by Roman Catholics, and two of the remaining 
eight are chiefly conducted by Roman Catholic sister- 
hoods. Of the money distributed to sectarian insti- 
tutions the Catholics manage to secure about sixty 
per cent, although they comprise only about sixteen 
per cent of the population. As the money is dis- 
tributed on the per capita basis, it follows that 
with sixteen per cent of the population, Catholicism 
furnishes sixty per cent of the wretchedness cared 
for outside of the strictly public institutions, or else 
the money is dishonestly applied elsewhere. The 
prisons, too, are fast falling into Roman Catholic 
hands. Mr. Lynch is in complete possession of one 
or two of the smaller ones, and is fighting for the 
eontrol of the Central Prison, at Toronto, which is 
the chief place for incarcerating malefactors for the 
whole province. The archbishop endeavored to hav 
his own choice of warden for that institution, but 
failing secured the appointment of a “bookkeeper” 
who is not permitted to touch the books, and whose 
only duties are to “make it warm” for the warden to 
the end that he may resign, or be removed, and a 
creature of the church be appointed in his stead. In 
legislating, no measure passes without the arch- 
- bishop’s approval, and it is charged that many bills 
are passed for his especial benefit. The Toronto 
Mail says that he is virtually a member without port- 
folio of the present administration, and considers it 
. a duty to get all he can in return for his political 
influence. In other words, the archbishop trades off 
his Catholic voters for cash and laws. The exchange 


seems to be very favorable for his church, and no 
doubt the chief at Rome is well pleased. 

The eastern Canadian province has long been a 
Catholic possession, as complete as though the church 
held all the land in fee simple, and if appearances are 
not deceptiv, the western province will soon be in the 
archbishop’s pocket. The people then will hav only 
one cheering fact to sustain them, which is that 
Canada is contiguous to the United States, and in 
summer the walking is good. 

—— — 859 99— ——— — ——. 
Distinctions and Differences. 


Among the correspondence from our friends pub- 
lished in Tue Truru SEEKER of June 12th was a letter 
from Mr. John A. Broadbeck, who confessed that it 
was only by the exercise of the sternest self-control 
that he could refrain from castigating the editor of 
this paper for his condemnation of the acts of the 
» Milwaukee and Chicago rioters. Two weeks before, 
we printed a note from Mr. C. L. James, of Eau 
Claire, Wis., also warning us to flee from the wrath 
to come. In this issue will be found a communica- 
tion from a friend who has not restrained himself. 
But Mr. A. S. Bleyer's indignation is excited, not be- 
cause we rebuked the acts of any rioters, but because 
we failed to applaud the conviction of Mr. John 
Most, alleged Anarchist. While Mr. Broadbeck 
seems to consider murderous acts defensible, Mr. 
Bleyer would punish foolish speeches with imprison- 
ment. 

Everybody has the right to think just as he pleases 
about every and any thing on earth, or anywhere else, 
but that is not saying that his thought will necessa- 
rily be the right thought; and it does seem to us 
that both Mr. Broadbeck and Mr. Bleyer are thinking 
wrongly. There was no defense of manhood in 
throwing that bomb in Chicago nor in attempting to 
destroy that manufactory at Milwaukee. Neither 
was there anything deserving of imprisonment in any 
of John Most’s harangs. Because the police wrong- 
fully, illegally, and outrageously abused their offices, 
the thrower of the dynamite bomb is not absolved 
from responsibility for the murders he committed. 
Because the militia at Milwaukee shot innocent per- 
sons, the real rioters who started to raze a factory 
&re not exempt from the liability all invaders of other 
people's rights must incur. On the other hand, the 
character of John Most has nothing to do with his 
conviction for using “incendiary” language. He 
was not tried for what he did in Austria, but for what 
he may hav done in New York. Our Constitution 
guarantees freedom of speech, but it does not and 
should not guarantee freedom of action when that 
action attacks the rights of others. 

The Chicago and Milwaukee people committed 
overt acts, deeds of violence, which we think merit 
condemnation. Mr. John Most has neither committed 
8 crime himself nor induced anyone else to commit & 
crime. There hav been no overt acts nor deeds of 
violence by New York Anarchists brought within the 
purview of the law. Therefore, when Most and his 
confreres were convicted we protested, and see no 
reason to change our opinion. We hold that under 
American government law can take no cognizance of 
any speech which does not induce some one to act- 
ually commit a crime. The tendency of a speech 
must be judged by its results. When Judge Bene- 
dict defined obscenity as anything having a tendency 
to corrupt, Mr. Bennett's lawyers took exceptions. 
We take exceptions to & court trying an orator for 
the tendency of his remarks. When Anarchists com- 
mit crimes, or induce others to do so, then punish 
them as anyone else would be punished for the same 
acts, but, under all other circumstances, let their talk 


go free as the idle wind. 
———— — 9 34 99— — — —— 


The End Does Not Justify the Means. 


The New York Sw» is making vigorous war upon 
the decolleté pictures exhibited in the windows of 
cigar-stores in this city. The pictures are advertised 
as the portraits of the girls engaged in manufacturing 
cigarets, but are really pictures of women hired for 
the purpose, and are a slander upon the thousands of 
virtuous and modest young women who earn a living 
in the cigaret factories. 

While the Sun is right enough in advising that 
these shameless photographs be withdrawn from 
publie gaze, it commits a gross error and shows much 


ignorance of the true spirit of American government 


by ealling upon the Society for the Suppression of 
Vice to prosecute the cigar-store proprietors who hang 


the photographs in their windows. Whereabouts 
in the New York constitution is anything said 
about a theological society performing the duties of 
the public prosecutor? When Randolph B. Martine 
took the oath of office; he swore to uphold the laws. 
of the state, and prosecute “the persons breaking 
them. Calling upon Anthony Comstock is an in- 
sinuation that our district-attorney is either inca- 
pable or unfaithful. . 

Another thing the Sun overlooks. Why protest 
against these uncoverings on paper, and say nothing 
about the habit which swell society ladies hav of wear- 
ing decolleté dresses at every reception and ball of the 
season? If a painted portrait is demoralizing to the 
virtue of the people, how much more vicious must be 
these exhibitions of life! Perhaps, however, Mr. 
Dana is solicitous only for the virtue of the common 
people, knowing that those who constitute “society” 
are sufficiently blasé to look without winking at what 
would make the hair stand on end upon the heads of 
ordinary everyday folks. , 

But in any crusade upon vice and evil-doing, the 
Sun should stand upon constitutional ground. The- 
ological societies hav no business meddling with our 


laws or their enforcement. 
te 


Book Fetichism. 

A New Jersey woman, in a recent case before the 
Court of Chancery of that state, when sworn, laid 
her hand upon the Bible, but refused to conclude 
the idle ceremony by kissing it. Her testimony was 
allowed by the master of the court, but the opposing 
attorney subsequently moved to strike out her testi- 
mony. The court has just rendered the opinion that 
her manner of taking the oath was perfectly legal. 
Vice-Chancellor Bird handed down the opinion as 
follows : 

“ Almighty God, or the Ever Living God, or the lite, is 
ealled upon by the witness to witness that he will speak the 
truth. The restis form. The solemn invocation, afirma- 
tion, or declaration is the substanee. All else is shadow. 
The witness in this case was sworn with her hand upon the. 
book. There can be no doubt but that if she made a false 
statement wilfully she is liable to indictment for perjury. 
But it is said that this may be true and yet the conscience of 
the witness not be bound, which is the object of the onth. 
There is great force in this. How did the witness herself 
regard it? She is presumably a witness, for nothing to the 
contrary &ppears. She accepted the form of the oath as 
usually administered, without objections, except kissing the 
Bible. By this act on her part the court is justified in pre- 
suming, without further inquiry, that the witness intended 
that her conscience should bc bound. Speaking from the 
forum of her conscience, she declared that it was not essen- 
tial to kiss the book in order to impose upon herself all the 
obligations of an oath." 

What kind of a jurist must a judge be who imagins 
that a witness is less liable to swear falsely because 
his hand rests upon a book? The experience of every 
court is that it is the fear of the pains and penalties 
of perjury, and not the ceremony of book-lifting and 
kissing, that constrains dishonest men to tell what 
truth there may be in them. An honest man needs 
no oath. The Bible-kissing of our courts is as child- 
ishly superstitious and barbaric as the Chinese prac- 
tice of cutting off a chicken's head. 

a 9&8 —— — — — — 
Several Things of Interest. 
Unron, Mo., June 12, 1886. 

TRUTA SEEKER Company: I see in your last paper that Mr. 
H. C. Gill asks you to take his name off from your list, on 
account of your pictures. Some time ago I wrote you my 
opinion about them, and stated that I believed they would 
do more harm than good. I hoped that the majority of your 
readers would demand more refined and less insulting. pict- 
ures, but they hav not done so. i 

It seems that we hav a great many Athcists, Infidels, and 
a good many fanatics in our ranks, but not a great many 
Liberals. In your answer to Mr. Gill you say, ‘ Wc shall 
continue to make war, striking with pen and pencil.” Wel, 
that won't hurt Christians, beeause they never read a Radical 
paper like yours, and making war with our hopeless minor- 
ity is absurd. If we can not convince our Christian friends 
with kind and liberal arguments that they are wrong in their 
belief, it is folly to make war with pen or with absurd and 
insulting pictures to convince them of their errors. 

I believe you hav a right to make war and print absurd 
and silly pictures, although a great many of your Liberal 
(not fanatical) friends detest them. 

The only right I claim is to ask you to stop my paper 
until you print pictures that are not so immense, as some of 
your friends (?) call them. Cuas. REINHARD. 


JorixT, ILL., June 14, 1886. 
Eprron TnurH SEEKER, Dear Sir: Inclosed find name and 
remittance of one new subscriber, to take the place of H. C. 
Gill, who ordered his paper stopped beeause of the bur- 
lesque picture on the Blood Atonement doctrin. Strange to 
say, the picture so repulsiv to Mr. Gill was the very 
one that induced my friend to subscribe for the paper. Ido 


. Philip Imig 3 
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not think either of these parties should be blamed or praised 
for acting so divergently, as both act out their inherent 
natures, modified by their environments. 

Mr. Gill is more sensitiv over his friends’ feelings, they 
being ‘‘ old-fashioned Methodists,” than they would be in 
return of his. They never fail to flaunt their most ‘repulsiv 
doctrins” in the face of Liberals when they can catch them 
at funcrals, where they hav no chance to reply. Mr. Gill 
must hav experienced this, as he has been a so-called In- 
fidel for years. But these two examples of human nature 
teach the fallacy of an all-wise God requiring all mankind to 
believe one and the same thing in order to salvation. To do 
it, all would hav to receive the same mental organization, 
and be surrounded by the same influences, which can 
never be. 

If friend Gill wants to learn morc of the ridiculousness 
and ‘ horridness" of the doctrin of “ blood atonement,” let 
him read Moody's sermon in last Trurm Seeker. It is 
horrid. No sensible audience could hav indorsed it. Ihav 
no use for any book that teaches such degrading doctrin. 


` Keep up the pictures; hold them high. ° 


A friend said to me after seeing them: “I never realized 
so fully the utter absurdity of the bear story or fish story. 
The illustration is not so ridiculous as the story itself.” 

The Samson, kerosene, and foxes make a good trinity in 
unity. How absurd! Yours truly, I. B. Curis. 


In connection with the foregoing we wish to extend 
cordial thanks to the following friends who hav sent 
in the number of new subscribers set opposit their 
names. The time extends from the 1st of May to 


the 15th of June: 


C B Reynolds 14 
W O Davies 1 

II B Milks 1 

D Luttman 1 


Chas A. Wood 1 

John Tallman 1 

J L Andrew 2 

A H Schow 1 

Sam Brown 1 Jus Barnsfather 1 

Isaac Rains 4 Jno P Flick 1 

MrsACMacdonald 1 J F Beck 1 

M Heighton 2 € L Ridings 1 

H Gilmore 2 

Mrs A H Colby 1 

D Cununins 1 

Jos Fitzpatrick 1 

Frank I Jones 1 Wim Redtield 1 

A F Neunert 1 F Dronsutowicz 1 E 

H&LVincent 1 Philip Pressler 1 F 
L 
S 


Wm C Howard 1 

H S Votaw 1 

J N Secvers 1 

Jas H Chapman 1 

P Valleau 1 

W H Devoe 1 

Major Landis 2 

Sam R Wetherill 1 

Jos B Johnsou 1 

D A Dodson 1 

I B Curtis 1 

J E Clarke 1 

Wm P Rogers 2 

O Marsh 1 
Rexford 1 


E A Garlick 1 
LE Huggins 1 
J Priestman 1 


D 
Geo Chamberlain 1 James Cosad 1 G Barnes 1 
Alb’t Chavannes 1 S P Putnam 5 3 M Kelso 2 
O Jeldness 1 H J Wilsdorf 1 J D haw 1 
F Krajewski 1 
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Audacious Historical Discoverers. 
The editor of the New York Sun, June 13th, says: 


“ The most audacious claim of literary discovery ever put 
forward by any human being is contained in the Hon. 
lgnatius Donnelly's announcement to the world that he will 
soon publish the key to a cipher narrativ hidden in the first 
folio edition of Shakspere’s plays. This narrativ conveys not 
only Francis Bacon's assertion of his authorship of the plays, 
but also an explanation of his motivs, an account of his 
relations with Shakspere, and an elaborate history of the 
secret intrigues affecting Bacon's fortunes during the latter 
part of the reign of Elizabeth." 


The learned editor of the Sun either ignores or is 
not aware of the fact that a more “ audacious claim 
of literary discovery” than this one by Mr. Donnelly 
has been made for the past eight years by one of the 
ablest contributors to Taz Truru Seexer. Mr. Don- 
nelly promises to prove beyond all cavil that Bacon 
wrote the plays of Shakspere. Our contributor, 
* Antichrist,” claims to hav discovered and proved 
that Jesus and his apostles all lived a hundred years 
before Pontius Pilate became procurator of Judea. 

Mr. Donnelly's discovery, if true, deposes the idol 
Shakspere. “Antichrist’s” discovery, if true, knocks 
the bottom out of historical Christianity, 


or te ——————— 
A Story About Stephen Pearl Andrews. 


The following was contributed to a New York daily: 

“ When I was a member of the Boston bar Stephen Pearl 
Andrews (who has recently died) came thereto practice law. 
He had a logical mind, though it was rather too metaphysical 
for ordinary use. Ie was learned in some rare departments 
of the law, had carefully studied the United States Constitu- 
tion, was a cool and lucid speaker, but he did not succeed in 
his profession in Massachusetts. This was in the grow- 
ing days of the Liberty party, in the years 1843 and 
1844. Andrews held that slavery was repugnant to a fair 
construction of the Federal Constitution. He supported 
this view by powerful arguments. The executiv committee 
of the Liberty party was in the habit of sending agents 
through the state in couples to hold' meetings. It employed 
Mr. Andrews and the Rev. Frederick P. Tracy, a young 
Methodist preacher, whose oratory was more glowing and 


wh 


-declamatory than learned and logical. Andrews had pre- 


pared and committed to memory a long spcech in defense of 
his constitutional opinions on the question of slavery, which 
he used to deliver very deliberately, and then Tracy would 
close with one of his thundering Methodistical performances. 
He had heard Andrews’s speech so often that he knew it by 
heart. One evening, at a large meeting in the western part 
of the state, Tracy proposed that he lead off and that An- 
drews follow with his constitutional argument. Tracy then 
arose, delivered Andrews’s speech word for word, and sat 
down. -It would be difficult to determin whether Andrews 
was the more amazed to see the wind taken out of his sails 


in this way, or the audience at hearing such an address from 
the lips of a shouting young Methodist preacher. H. B.S.” 


It has been suggested that “ H. B. S." is Henry B. 
Stanton, the husband of Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 
The story is slightly romantic on the face of it, but 
the closing sentence shows that “H. B. S." is not 
acquainted with the resources of Mr. Andrews. He 
rarely delivered “ set” speeches, never said the same 
thing twice, and nothing would gratify him more 
than for some one else to relieve him of the burden 
of iteration so that he might proceed to new fields. 
We hay heard him speak a hundred times. He was 
never at a loss for a word, his words were always 
rich in ideas, and his impromptu speeches were the 
best. 

mi oe Wu 


Editorial Notes. 


“CANADIENNE” will please take notice that we do not pub- 
lish anonymous communications. 


Tur cardinal archbishop and the bishop of the province of 
Quebee hav issued a joint pastoral letter denouncing the 
order of the Knights of Labor, and warning all Catholies 
against joining any protectiv societies except such as hav a 
priest at their head. The Catholic members of the order will 
of course resign. There is not a Catholic in the world who 
dares to say that his soul is his own. 


SPEAKING of the pleasant weather we hav been favored 
with this spring, the Advocate says: ‘ Sordid, indeed, and nt- 
terly wrapped in selfishness is that soul which can go through 
such days as these without being awakened to cmotions of 
adoration, of gratitude, and of love to the wisc and loving 
maker of us all.” "This will do very well on a fair day in the 
East, but it is inadequate in the presence of a Western 
cyclone. 


Tux Freethinkers of Hempstead, L. I., hav organized, and 
are conducting a reading-room at 24 Main street. ''heroom 
for the present is open every Tuesday and Thursday evcn- 
ing, and on Sundays from half-past one. Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings free instruction in stenography is given. 
Sunday afternoons a lecture or rcading is given at three 
o'clock. The Library contains a large selection of scientific 
and Freethought works, which are at the service of the pub- 
lic free of charge. 

A FRIEND sends us a copy of the Boston Globe, containing 
a dirty article from the dirty pen of the dirty George Alfred 
Townsend upon Stephen Pearl Andrews, with the request 
that we ‘‘ go for Townsend” and “ giv it to him." The re- 
quest is idle. In the first place, Townsend is not worth the 
ink it would take; likc Eli Perkins, he livs by lying, and 
forty men would hav difficulty in running all his lies to 
earth, though they wrote from early morning until late at 
night. Townsend is the recognized jackal of the press, and 
is hired to pander to that reading element which gloats over 
literary garbage, and follows with the keenest interest the 
doings of the human sewer rats. Naturally Townsend 
writes ‘‘ shop " whenever he puts pen to paper, and no mat- 
ter what his subject, the burden of his song is the same. The 
purest rosc that ever perfumed air would to him be a text 
for a discourse upon a manure heap. The seal of his con- 
demnation is the sign of worth; only when he praises is his 
pen to be feared. We cannot conceive the depth of degra- 
dation to which a man must sink to win from * Gath” a 
complimentary notice. What he writes of Mr. Andrews, 
thercfore, is not worthy of consideration. 


Mr. Pzcor, of Rome, Italy, has given Mr. Gibbons, of Bal- 
timore, Maryland, U. S. A., a red hat, and deputed an -able- 
gate to bring it over. Last Sunday some half dozen Roman 
Catholic gentlemen were lying in wait for thc papal ablegate, 
and using a government tug, burning government coal, with 
oflicers and crew paid from government funds, to run aronnd 
the lower harbor, seeking the Servia, which did not arrive. 
The ablegate is an eminent churchman with the beretta in 
his pocket, and is accompanied by another eminent Ital- 
ian civilian with the zucchetta somewhere about his clothes. 
Ablegate is an obsolete word dcrived from the Latin, meaning 
to send abroad; berreta is a square cap; zucchetta is a skull 
cap. These two last articles are in this case cardinal red 
in color. They could just as well be manufactured in this 
country, instead of being imported, but Mr. Gibbons, we un- 
derstand, values the Vatican brand of headwear. But it is 
no better than can be bought on Broadway in this city, if as 
good. When the ablegate arrived there was much fuss 
among the superstitious, and a childish ceremony was gone 
through with in putting the caps upon Mr. Gibbons’s head. 
Which reminds us that Mr. Shakspere or Mr. Bacon once re- 
marked, with a great deal of appositness, ‘‘ What fools 
these mortals be!” 


Ir any pastor was ever without a pulpit, that man is cer- 
tainly the Rev. Kristofer Janson, of Minneapolis. The ele- 
ments scem to hav conspired to throw him out of a situa- 
tion. He had a little church in Br. wn county, where he 
preached a rational sort of religion to-his countrymen, the 
Norwegians. But a cyclonc came along, the church injudi- 
ciously got in its way, and was demolished. The structure 
was rebuilt, but the Rev. Mr. Janson went to Minneapolis. 
Here he built another church, and here again the cyclone ap- 
peared, and his church went down. Unity, a Unitarian jour- 
nal, published in Chicago, prints a picture to show how the 
church building looked after its bricf bout with the clements. 
The cut represents a scene of total wreck. The steeple lies 
prone upon the ground, and a young man with his hands in 
his pockets is standing upon it. Rafters, and beams, and 


gazing upon the ruins, is a small child wearing that expres- 
sion of hilarious glee which only infantil depravity knows 
how to assume in the presence of disaster. Janson being a 
Unitarian, orthodox Christians regard the action of the cy- 
clone as an expression of divine dissent, but the afflicted pas- 
tor declines to accredit the Creatur with such meanncss, and 
is hopefully rebuilding. He is working against large odds, 
and deserves success. To him belongs the honor of being 
the only ministcr in the country, that we hav heard of, to say 
a good word in his pulpit for Colonel Ingersoll. 


Tne most famous pulpit-orator in Philadelphia is the Rev. 
Waldo Messaros, pastor of the Northwestern Independent 
Presbyterian church. He is nevertheless just at present un- 
der two thousand dollars bail for attempting to assault Mrs. 
Coulston, the wife of one of his congregation. In court the 
aggrieved lady told the followiug story : 

“ He came to the house this morning. I was in consultation with 
Dr. Thomas S. Butcher of Nineteenth and Parrish streets. Re~ 
membering that he intended to call to-day, I purposely had Dr. 
Butcher and David Turpit, a member of my Sunday-school class, at 
my house. Messaros’s repeated annoyance made me nervous, and 
I was afraid of him. My husband also stayed at home. At 10 
o'clock Messaros called, in accordance with his promis. I went 
down to see him, and he walked into the parlor, using endearing 
language to me and ealling me pet names. My husband and the 
others remained at the head of the stairs. I reproached Mr. Mes- 
saros indignantly for using such language, telling him that, it ill- 
became a minister of the gospel. He coolly sat down on the sofa, 
and, holding his arms toward me, asked me to sit down beside him. 
I went over and stood beside the piano. He then came over and 
sat on the stool, and clasping his arms around my waist, drew me over 
on his lap. He held me so firmly that I could hardly command my 
voice, but his conduct was so deliberate that I screamed * Charley, 
calling for my husband. My husband jumped down stairs, and as 
he rushed into the parlor Messaros released me, and jumped up 
without waiting to arrange his clothing and struck my husband in 
the mouth. They clinched and fell on the floor, aud in the struggle 
my husband bit Messaros’s thumb. Dr. Butcher ran in and en- 
deavored to scparate them, telling my husband to let go of Mes- 
saros and he would go and get a policeman.” 

Other witnesses corroborated this testimony. "The Rev. 
Mr. Messaros confronts it all with the claim that he is the 
victim of a conspiracy. No one will probably evér know 
which is the morc to blame for this sad state of affairs, the 
woman or the pastor, bat 4H will be willing to admit that the 
pastoral system that givs a minister privileges which no 
other man enjoys is at the root of the mischief. 


Ir may be too much to expect of the average editor of 
Christian proclivities that he will sec that there is a difference 
between: talking and doing, or actually inciting or inducing 
others to do, but really we did think that Brick Pomeroy was 
too acute to be guilty of writing the subjoined : 


“t Herr Most, the Anarchist, has been sentenced to one year in 
the penitentiary and to pay a fine of $500, His offense was exercis- 
ing the right of free speech, which he misunderstood the Constitu- 
tion of this country to confer. —TRUTH SEEKER. 

“Hardly so, good Mr. Trurn Seeker. He was sent to prison for 
inciting men to Anarchy. For urging ignorant and excitable per- 
sons to arm and kill all who stood in their way. He was sent to 
prison for disturbing the public in its right to peace, and for urg- 
ing servants to poison their employers in order to ‘get even’ Wo 
do not understand that free speech means a right for us to organ- 
ize a gare of Anarchists to enter the oftice of THE TRUTH SEEKER 
and pour the editor to death, destroy his property, burn his home, 
and then .urn and kill policemen sent to protect a very uscful citi- 
zen whose person and property are unlawfully and unjustifiably 
assailed. Are we correct in this view of the case, or not?” 


Well, what if Most did incite to Anarchy? What is An- 
archy? Mr. Henry Appleton says it is the universal panacca 
for all human, political, and social evils, and he propagates it 
with vigor. He has not been arrested. But probably Mr. 
Pomeroy meant inciting to riot. Again, what of it? There 
was no riot, and no crime committed. If these ‘ignorant 
and excitable persons” had armed and killed all who stood 
in their way, then they and Most would be amenable to the 
law. Otherwise not. There is no objection to Mr. Pomeroy 
saying he would like to organize a gang to enter the TRUTA 
SEEKER office and pound the editor to death, but there would 
be strong objections to the gang doing it. The gang and Mr. 
Pomeroy would hav to suffer the consequences, and their 
subsequent imprisonment would be righteous. It would not 
be free speech that should be restrained in such event, but free 
action, or the invasion of other people’s rights. Most hurt 
no one by his talk, and the editor of Pomeroy's Democrat 
takcs a very erroncous View of the matter. 

—e-4—9— 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Tur Freethinkers of Western New York will celebrate on 
Sunday, the Fourth of July, at Yorkville, Cattaraugus Co., 
N. Y. H.L. Green and Lyman C. Howe will address the 
people in the grove near that town. A general attendance is 
requested. 


WE hav just heard from Mr. Charles Watts, and are glad 
to learn that he had a safc and pleasant voyage from New 
York to Liverpool. He is in excellent health, and busily en- 


‘gaged in fortifying his physical and mental powers for the 


coming lecturing season. On arriving at Liverpool, Mr. 
Watts was met at thc steamer by the secretary of the Liver- 
pool Secular Society, who at once arranged for our friend to 
speak in that town, which he did three times on Sunday, - 
May 30th. According to the National Reformer the speaker 
* displayed his critical and logical abilities to great effect, 
supplementing the samc with a fervor of sentiment that 
thrilled the audience to great applause." Mr. Watts will 
reach New York the last week in August, and will at once 
commence fulfilling his lecturing engagements. The follow- 
ing dates are filled: Sundays, September 12th and 19th, Phil- 
adelphia; Sept. 28d and 24th, Waynesburg; Sunday, Sept. 
26th, Pittsburgh; Sept. 29th and 30th and Sunday, Oct. 3d, 
Grand Rapids; Sunday, Oct. 10th, Chicago; Sept. 11th and 
12th, Wyoming, HL Societies requiring lectures from Mr. 
Watts may address him at this office till August 27th, as all 
correspondence will be handed to him on his reaching this 


plates, and joists are mixed in inextricable confusion, while, | city from England. 
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Zetters from. friends. 


Leavenworts, Kav., June 1, 1886. 

Mr. EDITOR: As renewal is obligatory to patronize so in- 
valuable a paper as THe TRUTH SEEKER, find inclosed $5.50 
to be applied as follows: $2.75 for self,.for paper and 
ALMANAC of 1886, and $2.75 likewise for new subscribers. 
Though behind in reading some eight paper, except the 
weekly news of the same, for want of time, I feel it a duty to 
help you in so grand an undertaking as yours. Watson Hes- 
ton is truly a genius. His pictured contributions, to my 
mind, should aid immensely the circulation of your paper. 
By the way, what has become of Brother Roberts, of Mind 
and Matter fame? His was the only Spiritual paper I patron- 
ized, but it ceased some time ago coming to me. I wrote him 
twice and Alfred James once to know what was the matter, 


but got no word from either of them. Roberts had in view. 


to publish & book of messages I was anxious to get. 
Yours truly, I. N. SEEvEns. 
[We are unable to say wherc Brother Roberts is at present. 
If this meets his eye, he will please allow himself to be heard 
from.—En» T. §.] 


Newport, Mx., June 10, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: Tug Truru Seeker forever! When I 
opened the issue for June 5th, and saw that telling picture, 
** Our Janus-Faced Religion," I felt that it ought to be seen 
and read by every man, and especially every woman in the 
world. Smiles and a wreath for a thousand-wifed adulterer, 
but a frown, a club, and law for the little adulterer with less 
than a dozen wives. That picture to me is the best yet. 
How can a Liberalist hav anything but praise for sucha 
grand showing up of the fraud of all other frauds, Christian- 
ity? What hav not Christian priests done to blacken the 
characters of Infidels? About forty years ago, passing up 
Bowdoin street in Boston, on a Sunday afternoon, I stepped 
into the Rev. Hubbard Winslow’s church. Near the close of 
his sermon he said: .“* When Tom Paine was dying he cried 
out in fearful agony, ‘ Oh, the pains of hell and damaation ! ” 
To-day if I heard a man use such words I would say to him, 
** You are a liar !? 

I think Tur Truru Seeker never was doing a grander 
work than now, and I am surprised that any friend of the 
cause of mental freedom has aught to say against its true 
showing up of the abominable, corrupt characters in the 
book of all others, the Bible, that has been and is demoraliz- 
ing tbe people. Here is my G^ to the man who holds the 
pencil that brings out in such life-like manner ‘Our Janus- 
Faced Religion." Sewarp MITONELL. 


SNowvILLE, Va., June 8, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: In your issue of June 5th Mr. Dearth asks of 
Elmina '* What is mind? Is it superior to matter ?" Suppose 
I ask him what matter is, or what light is, or what color is? 
When we talk or write we usc words as they are generally 
defined instead of going back to bed-rock beginnings. Mind: 
is the accumulated experience of our past, and includes all 
the knowledge we hav gained from all sources. It is built 
up of impressions received through our five senses. You 
may call it something of nothing, still we realize a mind or 
mental difference between tlie insane and the sane, the idiot 
and the scholar, the scientist and the boor. Heredity educa- 
tion and surroundings all influence the development of mind. 
It is matter in motion, just as light is, just as color is, and 
just as heat is. We call it, by a figure of speech, superior to 
matter because the man of giant intellect is superior to the 
simpleton and idiot. One man or woman of brains will rule, 
control, or govern a horde of weaklings, though they out- 
weigh him thousands of pounds in mere ponderosity of mat- 
ter. When an Ingersoll with his towering intellect sways a 
theater full of listeners, moving them to smiles, tears, indig- 
nation, or deep thought, as he pleases, this is what we call 
' “mind moving matter." That is, the mind of Ingersoll 
moves the matter of his body so it voices his thoughts, and 
these in turn move the minds of his hearers and cause the 
matter of their bodies to show. by the expression of face and 
body that ‘‘ mind rules matter." If this is not clear, I hope 
an abler pen will make it so. ELMINA. 


- Fresno Crry, Car., June 2, 1886. 

Mz. Eptror: You hav not heard from this part of God's 
moral vinyard for some time, but as this town, only twelve 
years old, has eight churches, don’t blame me for not sending 
you new subscribers. But Ihavhope. I hav found a book- 
store and news-stand. Please send sample copies and sub- 
scription rates. I hav taken Tz Trurm SEEKER from the 
first. It has greatly improved. I hav shown the pictures to 
quite a number, and all are pleased, and declare them a great 
improvement. 
pleased, for I cannot see to read small print. I hav seen 

eighty-four Aprils and Mays, and now pecp intoJune. There 
is a saying, “Once a man, twice a child." I am a child 

again, but not childish enough to stop my paper because 
.there may be a little defect in it. I do not expect to sce a 
perfect newspaper. I think the pictures will do good. 

John R. Kelso on “ Paupers ” was good and timely—Mrs. 
Grant, a rich lady, recciving a great sum of money, while 
some poor soldier gets nothing, as in my own case. I was 
at Vicksburg with Sherman and with Grant. I hav suffered 
more than twenty years, and shall continue to suffer as long 
as I liv. I get nothing. 

In Tux Teutn Seeker of May 22d, T. M. IIorne advocates 
a new party. I say Yes. Lei us hav one with these prin- 
ciples: 

1. Americans to rule America. No foreigner to be natur- 
alized until he has been twenty years in the country and can 
read the Constitution of the United States. He must hava 
character free from all villainy, proved by ten witnesses. 


2. The workingmen of all kinds must know their rights 
and hav them established by law. 

3. Let the government make the money and loan it to the 
states, to the counties, and to the people in small sums to 
help them. 

4. The government to be secular, according to the. De- 
mands of the Secular Union. Justice to all, privilege to none. 

Why not begin at once, and be ready for '88. Let each 
party hav equal rights and opportunity to put candidates in 
the field for president and vice-president—all parties to be 
represented in the National Convention, candidates not 
elected to get cabinet positions. Will some one put this mo- 
tion and make a beginning ? G. PADDINGTON. 


Paco, Ia., June 10, E.M. 286. 
“Mr. Eprror: With your permission, I wish to say a few 
words to the readers of Toe TROTH SEEKER. 

I am at home once again. I left Palo on the 11th of 
August last on a visit to Ohio, Michigan, and then in north- 
western Iowa, and I learnt something by my intercourse with 
the people I met with. One thing I discovered is the want of 
more men and money to help on our cause. In all the places 
I was in priestcraft ruled. I met with many friends, but 
the best were those who were the most liberal in their views. 
I had to be more quiet and stil with my song sometimes 
than suited me, but when I saw and heard so much supersti- 
tion I could not ** hold in,” but had to speak my sentiments, 
even if it did hurt some, for I found many who did not care 
for others’ feelings. I will not try to injure them, but when 
itis time for me to speak I will be honest and tell the truth 
as far as I hav learned it. Some whom T talked with on mv 
long visit would ask where I had learned so much. Itold 
them I had been reading Tue Trou Skk&rR the last fivc 
years, and other good works. I told them, too, where to 
send to for them. 

Well, friends, in all my travels I did not see another badge- 
pin but my own, which I wore iu plain view most of the 
time. Iclose, hoping this will be the best year for our cause 
that we hàv had. JONN STRATFORD. 


Harrixsevox, Ner., June 6, 1886. 
Frienp E. Macponarn, truc and able representativ of our 
noble D. M. Bennett: I do not know what our grand old 
TnRuru Seeker would hav been without you. Iam glad to 
see that you are exposing that inhuman, but truly Christian, 
New York Observer in its Christianlike attack on Thomas 
Paine. I love the old flag, and I love Thomas Paine, the 
author and hero of the principle which the Stars and Stripes 
represent. It ought to bring the blush of shame to the face 
of all true American citizens to hear these slanders of 
the old hero, even though they may differ with him about 
religion. 
Oh, be not the first to discover 
A blot in the fame of that hero, 


A flaw in the life of Thomas Paine, 
Whose heart has proved true to the end 


* * * * * a * * *. 


Leave base minds to harbor suspicion, 
And small ones to trace out defects, 
Let ours be a noble ambition, 
For base is the mind that suspects, 


Theu Jet us speak well of our hero, 
Or speak not about him at all. 

I find that that my old stock of the ** Thomas Paine Vindi- 
cated” pamphlets is out, and I must hav some morc of them. 
Please send me Ingersoll’s ‘Four Tributes,” the TRurR 
Serxer ANNUAL, one of W. H. Burr’s pamphlets, and two of 
* Paine. Vindicated." T. L. Curas. 


Sr CLAIRSVILLE, O., June 10, 1886. 


If the type was large, I should be better. 


‘Mr. Eprrog: With a profound sense of respect for the 
memory of the talented and noble Mr. Andrews, I, in com- 
mon witha very large number of the intelligent and patriotic 
American people, disagree with Mr. Appletou’s sentiments in 
regard to Grant and Garfield. .He charges the former with 
“ brutality and vulgarity,” and the latter with “low cun- 
ning!” 

He thus manifests, in an indirect manner, his political prej. 
udice. Grant and Garfield enjoyed when living the affec- 
tion and respect of their countrymen, irrespectiv of politica] 
or religious beliefs, and it'is rather late in the day to ques- 
tion the integrity or manhood of cither of those noble repre- 
sentativs of our republican institutions. The memories of 
the nation's illustrious and honored dead need no defense 
from me, but I simply desire to center a protest against such 
reckless and unfounded charges, and against the introduc- 
tion of politics into the columns of Tug Truru SEEKER, 
which is not supposed to be a political ‘‘ organ,” but the 
propagator of mental liberty. If Mr. Appleton will read 
what Colonel Ingersoll bas said about Grant and Garfield, he 
will find himself somewhat at variance with our eloquent and 
popular leader in the army of progress. Said the gallant 
colonel: ‘Garfield is rich in honor; in integrity he is 
wealthy, and in brains he is a millionaire. ` He is a scholar, 
he is a statesman, he was a soldier, he is a patriot, and, 
above all, he is a magnificent man." Of Grant he said: 
“ From civil life a man, silent, thoughtful, poised, and calm, 
stepped forth, and with the lips of victory voiced the nation’s 
first and last demand. "That utterance was the real declara- 
tion of real war, and in accordance with the dramatic unities 
of mighty events, the great soldier who madc it received the 
final sword of the Rebellion." 

In regard to the cartoons, I vote for their continuance. 
Many a person lukewarm in the ‘‘ faith," and too careless to 
read weighty and irrefutable logic, will be awakened at once 
by a glance at the pictures to the folly of his or her position, 
and if those who hav not yet discarded theological foilies and 
fables, and who still “cling to the credulity of the cradle,” 
happen to receive a shock occasionally through the artistic 
skill of Mr. Heston, perhaps it will start the rusty machinery 
| of their reason, and cause it to assert itself. 


This is an orthodox community among the beautiful hills 
of Western Ohio, and the average follower of the lamb here- 
abouts sincerely believes that Infidelity is a true synonym of 
iniquity. Yours fraternally, :J. H. Bzrr. 


Centar Crry, NEB., June 7, 1886. 

Mr. Enrron: I hav read the article headed ‘‘The Prison 
for Anarchists on General Principles," of June 5th, in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, and I regret to say that the writer of the 
same is not too well informed in Herr Most’s doctrin of An- 
archism. If he were, he would hav not allowed himself to 
compare our late friend, D. M. Bennett, with John Most, a 
fugitiv and criminal of the lowest rank. This is comparing 
the hero of a noble cause with an advocate of dynamite and 
murder. What good has John Most done to himself, to his 
country, to this country, or to his fellow-men ? 

R. G. Ingersoll says, us man who makes somebody else 
happy isa happy man." Whom did Herr Most ever make 
happy? Most taught his countrymen how to use bombshells, 
dynamite, vitriol (Selavefelsáur. €), ete. The seed which Most 
brought to this country we hav seen the fruits of on the 4th 
day of } May in the city of Chicago. 

It is not so very long ago since Most was before à criminal 
court at Vienna, Austria, on the charge of treason, for which 
crime he was expelled from Austria and Germany, and may 
hav been from other countries. Judge Smythe, of your city, 
was bound ‘by the welfare of the country and community to 
ziv John Most the full penalty of the law, and his act ought: 
to be indorsed by every law-abiding citizen in the land. 

The doors of America are open to all nations, but not to 
rioters who hav been expelled from other countries for the 
crime of treason. If Most expected to gain popularity in 
America, why did not he imitate Carl Schurz or other Ger- 
man statesmen and public benefactors ? 

Dynamite and bombshells do not elevate the human race 
nor raise the wages of the laborer. Not much! They bring 
distress to honest German laborers, make widows -and or- 
phans, and rob them of that little love which some Amer- 
icans hav for Germans. Herr Most, Spies, Parsons, or 
Guiteau do not deserve your sympathy. You can always 
judge the character of à man by the places he frequents, the 
company and literature he supports: Most's hiding-place 
when arrested was under a bedstead in the room of a “ sin- 
gle lady " (which he denies); the saloon was his workshop, 
and many of his companions and admirers are a set of dis- 
contentcd idlers; the literature he supports is the Arbeiter- 
Zeitung, and other rebellious papers and pamphlets, to keep 
his fellow-men from work and encourage them to idleness 
and riot. 

Hoping that I hav not imposed upon space of your valu- 
able paper, I remain, Yours very respectfully, A. S. B. 


HELENA, NEB., May 25, 1886. ° 

Mr. Epiror: In your issue of May 22d Octavius J. Bro- 
sius, in an article advocating a high protectiv tariff, says, 
** Surely he cannot be a manufacturer, mechanic, farmer, or 
producer of any kind, or else he certainly would see the 
blessings of certain embargoes.” He certainly would if a 
manufacturer, but otherwise he cannot. Now, friend Brosius, 
this you should know if you do not, that all tariff legislations 
are special acts, giving special privileges to only those for 
whom said legislation applies, and I hav yet to learn of one 
single instance where it will apply to the laborers, nor hav I 
ever heard or known of an act being passed called protectiv 
that was passed through the influence or solicitation of the 
laborers. But this is a notable fact: when the capitalists hav 
desired that kind of legislation, they hav invariably besieged 
Congress, and expended thousands of dollars to secure that 


legislation. Do these men buy legislation to benefit the 
laborer? The producing classes of the country are compelled 


to pay on an average of thirty per cent for that kind of legis- 
lation. Thisis protection with a vengeance. Now who gets 
this extra per cent? The men for whom this legislation was 
made; the workingman never received a nickel of it. Again, 
when legislation protects any special productiv interest, it 
places all other industries at a disadvantage. And why? 
Because it puts a power into the hands of that special thing 
or product to set its own price, not only on the thing it itself 
produces, but also all products it uses produced by all those 
that do not hav protection. It simply says you must buy of 
us, and pay the price that we name, and for what you hav to 
sell to us you must take what we choose to giv, for you can 
not deal with anyone clse unless you pay a heavy tariff tax. 
And this is protection. It is strange, indeed, that any man 
who labors. will be, or can be, so blind to his own interest as 
to advocate a protectiv tariff. How in the name of sense is 
the laborer protected in buying a suit of clothes by paying 
forty-five per cent tariff on them? and why is the manufac- 
turer so anxious to hav his goods protected? Does he hand ` 
over that forty-five per cent to the man that does the work? 
Not much. If the workingman intimates such an absurd 
iden he is given to understand very soon that his place will 
be filled by imported cheap laborers—that is how he is pro- 
tected. "There is, there can be, no such thing as protection. 
It is nothing more nor less than a system of legalized rob- ` 
bery—a system that allows a few industries to prey upon 
all others. There could be no fair shake unless all produc- 
tion received the same per cent protection, and that would 
be of no advantage to anyone ; it would only raise the price 
without adding any value to the thing produced. No peo- 
ple ever did or ever can become wealthy trading among 
themselvs, no mattcr however much they may add to the 
price of their warcs every day. They must, to become 
wealthy, produce more than they consume, and, by exchang- 
ing the surplus of their products with other people’s, add to 
their wealth. The old man said his boys made five dollars 
apiece, one rainy day, trading jacknives among themselvs, 
and when-night came each had the knife he started 
with in the morning. I can see just as much sense in the old 
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man’s statement as I can in the argument of the protectionist. 
A bushel of wheat possesses no more value, nor will it con- 
tinue life one moment longer, though the price be ten dollars 
instead of one, nor will its high price add one whit to the 
real wealth of the nation. So raising the price of a pro- 
duct by a protectiv tariff law adds nothing to the wealth of a 
people, but only aids those who are protected in absorbing 
the wealth produced by those who are not protected. One 
who can see only the evils, misery, and starvation in other 
countries must be blinded by prejudice or false teachings in 
regard to ourown. A nation possessing all the advantages 
of this country, and no more densely populated, ought not 
to hav one pauper in all its broad domain; but, with the 
: blessing (?) of a protectiv tariff, the history of no country 
will show that, in as short a period, as many paupers hav 
been made as hav been made here in the last twenty years. 
Why this? Surely if protection was so good a thing, and 
such a blessing to the workingman, we would not hav this 
condition of things—the millionaires tbat hav been made 
in these few years, and the masses who hav not the necessi- 
ties of life at hand.. Pcople are starving to death in this 
country on starvation wages; what more can they do in 
European countries? W. P. Brooxs, M.D. 


. Bourpem, Cor., Juné 7, 1886. 
Mn. Eprrog : I see the subject of cartoons in Tug TRUTA 
SEEKER is agitating the minds of some of your subscribers. 
At first I did not deem them of material importance, and as 
they depicted subjects that many of us used to think too 
sacred for criticism, I, no doubt in common with many oth- 
ers, was at times rather rasped by some of them. 

Upon thinking the subject over, I hav come to the conclu- 

‘sion that the ** shocking? part was caused by artistic defects 
that you can gradually improve, for no real truth seeker can 
object to à subject being put before the reader in iis most 
effectiv form, and certainly a picture is the most effectiv of 

` all forms that the mind can conceive of. "Phe whole excel- 
lence of the kindergarten system is summed up in its object- 
lessons; they appeal to the eye and can be taken in at once, 
by tlie most uneducated mind, even of a juvenil. 

What the kindergarten is to the child, cartoons are to the 
adult, and especially those adults who hav not trained their 
minds or hav not the time at their command to follow a 
printed sentence to its logical conclusion. 

The trouble is with most of us that we skim over a printed 
page and do not realize what the words mean, and in that 
way so many outrageous paragraphs in the Bible pass unno- 
ticed—that is, until one reads the book out aloud; then we 
are caught hesitating and glancing at our audience to see 
whether the words are appropriate to the listeners. 

For the above reasons, I would say, Continue the cartoons, 
only please improve (as fast as the funds admit of) the artistic 
part of the-work. 

Another reason for the pictures, as I will call them now, is 
that our opponents use the same methods. The Sunday- 
school papers are full of illustrations—better style, of course, 
but still illustrations. And we all know how a picture takes 
the eye, and the effectivness of cartoons in politics, and how 
the different bureaus of the government use the “ graphic” 
style of illustrating their conclusions. It is getting so that 
all trades and professions appeal more to the eye by illustra- 
tion than mere printed pages. Even the Agricultural De- 
partment at Washington gets up ''graphic diagrams" to 
Show our farmer friends how much grain was “ exported 
during the last decade." Surely in such important matters 
as our present and future existence, diagrams and cartoons 
can be utilized when speaking to these same friends whom 
the Washington officials think require such illustrations 
in order that they may realize as simple a subject as how 
many bushels of wheat we eat and export. 

No, do not discontinue the illustrations. For everyone 
that shouts, Stop my paper," you will gain a new sub- 
scriber, who rather likes to see the “ other fellow’s ” mistakes 
shown up. C. AmBroox, M.D. 

CRITTENDEN, Arz., June 7, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: Were you ever besieged? That is not my 
condition exactly, because if I knew the Indians were here I 
should try and get in my tunnel (I am a miner); but there is 
that uneasy feeling that one experiences when he knows he 
„s liable to be shot down at any moment. The hostil Apaches 
are out in all directions apparently. Murderand rapine mark 
their path. Occasionally a captiv maiden adorns their vic- 
tory. General Miles is new to this department, but seems to 
hav taken hold with great vigor. The troops are raced up 
and down in the most harassing kind of warfare. The In- 
dians, when cornered, scatter like a flock of quail to meet at 
a place agrced upon or by signal fires or smoke. They liv 
off the country. If their stock is captured, they get a mount 
wherever they can find it. 

Well, it is terrible. The poor settlers hav to abandon 
homes in haste and fly to some point for protection. They 
must abandon their gardens and turn the calves out with the 


cows. Oneraid means maybe the loss of the year to a scttler, 
so he stays until the last moment, perhaps, and is scooped in 
by the In & If he leaves, they come down on his place 


and destroy what is left. It seems plain that great distress 
must visit many peoplc here unless these Indians are speedily 
put down. Who are these Apaches? They are the hyenas 
of the human family. It is known that some of them are ex- 
scouts, who hav become learned in the white man’s method 
of warfare in addition to their own cunning and sagacity, 
which I believe to be unequaled by any other tribe. They 
hav a choice reservation in thoeheart of the country, where 
they could all liv in comfort supplied by government. The 
mass of them do liv on the reservation, but it is only a breed- 
ing-den and recruiting-station—their base of operations. 
Many years ago, an aged mountaineer told. me there were 
three great tribes of the Apaches, and as long as he could 


remember one or two tribes had been at war and one or two 
at peace, those at peace supplying those at war. 

There is an old scoundrel, Es-kim-in-zin, living down near 
the mouth of the San Pedro, who has been known to go into 
Tucson and buy large quantities of ammunition. 

We will never hav peace, permanent peace, until these 
Indians are removed. Why not take them to the Indian 
territory, or put them on an island off the Pacific coast? 

It is not the mission of the government to propagate relig- 
ion of any kind, but if they were placed at any place men- 
tioned, they could be easily reached by Christian teachers. 
As it is, they look upon the blue mountains from whose 
fastnesses their fathers swept down upon the paleface, and 
they think and talk the matter over around their camp-fire 
until their feelings are workec. up for the war-path. 

If they could only make one raid through the New England 
and Atlantic states, then their fate would be settled. Then 
people would know what an Apache raid meant; sentiment 
would be flung to the winds and practical measures adopted. 

CF. A. LAMONT. 


Lour Crry, Neg., May 27, 1886. 

Mn. Eprror: There are very few. people to-day in the 
Eastern states who for a moment realize to what extent the 
laws governing our public domain are being trampled upon ; 
and many being rather unsophisticated in the matter, they 
don't realize the enormity of the crime. Rich men are be- 
coming richer. Corporations are piling up great wealth by 
perjury and congressional authority, whichever is needed. 
They manage.to procure either without trouble, or hav here- 
tofore; and the poor man sits by with his eyes open and 
allows it to go on when he has the means to stop it at his 
disposal if he would but exert them. The ‘‘ great West" is 
just beginning to be devcloped; in ten years more its wealth 
will be enormous, and those land-sharks are far-seeing and 
know well they must grasp now or never, for in a few years 
the opportuuity will hav gone from their reach never to re- 
turn. We who settled upon the Western plains some years 
ago and hav seen these frauds worked out right under our 
eyes are better calculated for witnesses against them than the 
person who has never crossed the Mississippi, and has, there- 
fore, had only the stories second-hand and, as is natural, giv 
room for prevarication. 

: Though I hav been a life-long Republican, I must testify 
that President Cleveland and Land Commissioner Sparks hav 
given us land reforms that we never dared to hope for under 
a Republican administration, at least not till public senti- 
ment forced them through. "The Brighton Ranch company, 
one of those pervertres of the people's rights, are a body 
doing business in Custer county, Neb., as stock raisers. 
This company has come under the vision of our Democratic 
administration, and it is well for the people in that county 
that it has. They hav many thousand acres (fifty thousand, 
I believe) of public land fenced in with & barbed-wire fence, 
and no settler dare stick his stakes inside of their inclosurcs 
and call his life worth a penny. Abouta year ago a man 
was shot down for the crime of locating a homestead inside 
of this dead line of wire. Theassassin wassent to the peniten- 
tiary for five years, which was a grand victory for the home- 
steaders, for, a few years ago, no officers would hav dared 
to venture into the country to make the arrest. Things are 
changing, but, alas! when change comes these fellows will 
possess the fairest part of the country, and the land that 
should still be vacant for our children to claim will be open 
only for them to rent and become subjects of title masters, 
as are our brothers from across the ocean.. The tactics gen- 
crally employed by these robbers of the people to get a title 
from Uncle Sam are like this: They select their location a 
considerable distancc.from any settlement; erect their build- 
ings for a ranch, and hire à number of men, each one a tool 
of the firm. Each of these men files on oue hundred and 
sixty acres of land às a preémption, and in six months 
proves up by paying $1.25 per acre, the money being fur- 
nished by the firm or company, and a small stipend to the 
man for his part in procuring the land, which is agreed upon 
when the man is hired, and often in this way one man takes 
sevcral pieces of land under assumed names—any way to get 
the land—each man swearing for the other in turn. When 
the ** cowboy" is through, the company employing him has 
the land, and he goes on and hires to some other. In this 
wise companies own large bodies of land. When civilization 
crowds their herds farther back they take up a new site and 
begin business over in the same manner. Their herds bring 
them in à large profit, and their ill-gotten lands a larger one. 
One way the railroad companies had, up to a short time ago, 
of evading the taxes on the land granted them was not to 
take out a patent on the lands till they sold them, and then. 
only on the portion sold; but if somc poor homesteader 
would happen to file on one of their unpatented pieces they 
would very suddenly discover that he was on their lands, and, 
no matter what were his improvements, he would hav to sur- 
render them to the usurper. Never was there a more 
righteous act in the country than when President Cleveland 
sent forth his proclamation driving the cattle men from the 
Indian Territory. They had been there so long that they 
began to believe themeelvs masters of the situation, but that 
proclamation dropped among them like-a firebrand, and the 
howl that went up would hav put to shame a drove of 
coyotes; but they moved! Cleveland would admit of no 
foolishness, and their going was heralded with great joy by 
every settler along the line of the territory, I believe. We 
hope the new administration will keep right on its good 
work and tear down every fence on the public domain, and 
Tend every unearned acre of land from the railroads, and put 
it where it belongs, on the list for actual settlers. 

Your cartoons arefar beyond our fondest hopes in the way 
of object lessons, and I think Brother Heston should be styled 
the Nast of Taz Truta Seeker. Every subscriber should 
use his best endeavors at least to induce a friend to subscribe 


with him so as to insure the continuation of those illustra- 
tions. . I hav my extra subscriber ready to send in with my 
renewal. Long liv Tug TROTS SEEKER! FRONTIER. 


Brooxtyn, N. Y., June 5, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: On renewing my subscription I will take oc- 
casion to acknowledge Mr. D. Higbee's favor in Tux Trurn 
SEEKxR of May 8th, and invite attention to the absence of 
proper vouchers for the reliability of some of his statements. 
The computations that make the minimum distance of our 
planet 93,000,000, the maximum 98,000,000, the mean 95,- 
000,000 miles from the center of its orbit, and the mean 
diameter of its orbit 190,000,000 miles, was taught in the 
schools when I ^as a small boy, and accredited to Sir Isaac 
Newtons But I am inclined to question the reliability of 
those computations, and of Newton's entire theory of cause 
and effect, and all thc modern improvements. 

Astronomers inform us that, when on the line of the 
equator, the sun is level with the horizon of both poles, but 
when on either side of the equator it is in view of but one 
pole, which indicates that, if the earth was nearer than it is 
to the center of its orbit, the sun should not be in view from 
either pole when on the line of the equator. Now, draw a 
circle two inches in diameter, and a perpendicular line 
through the center, extending it a sufficient distance to mect 
the center of the earth's orbit, and draw a right-angle base 
line from the center to the circumference of the circle. My 
circle will represent the earth, with the equator for my per- 
pendicular, and the earth's axis for my baseline. An angle 
that will intersect my circle at the point of intersection by 
my base line should be level with the polar horizon, and will 
cross my perpendicular line 624 inches beyond my circle. 
My scale being 4,000 miles to the inch, I should multiply 
4,000 by 621 which will giv 250,000 miles as the distance 
of earth from the center of its orbit. If I extend my angle 
50,000 miles further, it will cross the tropics far enough 
to indicate that, if earth was 300,000 miles from the center, 
the sun should never go below the horizon of either pole. 

Ihav always supposed that the mathematical precision of 
planetary and lunar motion should enable astronomers to 
compute eclipses, rising and setting of sun and moon, etc., 
regardless of distance. The north Polar Star being sufficient 
for my purpose, I shall giv myself no concern about the 
probability of there being a south Polar Star. Unless the 
north star is always on & line with the earth’s axis, it should 
not always be at the same angle to the same parallel of lati- 
tude all around the globe, nor could it be always on a line 
with the earth's axis unless it revolves in unison with the 
earth. If the seven stars are beyond the limits of our '' solar 
sys‘em,” they should not possibly revolve in unison with our 
planet, and they and our planct should, at times, be on op- 
‘posit sides of the sun; they should not then be in view for 
the simple reason that they could not be above our horizon 
except in daytime. 

If the Milky Way is a belt of suns, worlds, and nebulx, 
girding our little family of worlds like a vast ring, we should 
be revolving around inside the ring, and get a view of its en- 
tire circumference, and find that it presents a remarkable 
sameness at all points. Apropos, a few years ago, astrono- 
mers gravely informed the public that meteoric showers are 
caused by the proximity of our planet to that same Milky 
Way. Whew! what a discrepancy! My congratulations, 
being evidently somewhat premature, are not fairly entitled 
to thanks. The center being equidistant from all opposit 
points, a true ellipsis should hava truecenter. .I shall freely 
admit the need of more luminous “gas” than astronomers 
hav furnished, on the question of sun-spots, or any other of 
cause and effect. Astronomers assert that masses of dense 
vapor become detached, fall into tlie openings in the sun, 
and disappear from view. Having observed that heated 
vapor is more or less opaque, and mounts upward, and be- 
comes transparent when cooled, and falls to the earth, I am 
not surprised that the return vapor from sun-spots should be 
colorless. And being informed that distance lends encbant- 
ment to the view, even though the distance be imaginary, I 
am not surprised that the distance to which the returning 
vapor is computed to be hurled should be somewhat exag- 
gerated. Astronomers assert, and present facts to prove, 
that our vision does not extend to the luminous bodies, but 
their light comes to us; why should our view of the sun be 
an exception to that rule? Why assert that the sun is 95,- 
000,000 miles distant and their vision extends to it with such 
clearness that they can detect the presence of transparent 
vapor on its surface? That is an inconsistency of greater 
magnitude than my credulity can take in. Mr. Higbee is 
evidently aware that there is a subtil fluid, supposed to be, 
and probably is, devitalized electricity, continually flowing 
through earth and atmosphere from the cquator to the poles 
of our planet. Whence comes this fluid, and whither does it 
go, unless it comes from, and returns to, the center of our 
planetary system: causing light and heat by collision with 
our lower atmosphere, by which collision it bccomes devital- 
ized, and instead of radiating from, it gravitates to, the cen- 
ter, passing off our planet at the poles, causing aurora borc- 
alis in its passage through polar atmosphere? There appears 
to be no scientific reason for supposing the center of our 
planetary system to be composed of anything else than com- 
ponents of tbis fluid, which is neither light nor heat, nor ca- 
pable of producing either except by collision with the lower 


atmospheres of illuminated bodies. : . 

Being in doubt of the feasibility of fricnd Higbee's trans- 
portation arrangements, I shall respectfully decline his 
friendly invitation to join in his contemplated pleasure trip 
to the solar and planetary worlds and other points of interest. 
The idea of a ‘spiritual form, or body," is so far beyond the 
domain of my comprehension that I shall not attempt to 
graspit. I perceive spirit to be the vital, activ principle or 
property in matter, capable of adapting itself to all the varied 
and varying conditions of matter, aud neverleavesit. Mat- 
ter would be incapable of any action, even of decomposition, 
without the spirit. J. A. Turris. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan. H. Wixon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom.all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


** Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


The Bee Rocked in a Rose. 


Who says a bee haa never sat 

In the cup of a wild red rose ? 

Mistaken soul—this very morn 

A wild bee came aud drank her fill 

Of the mists that blew from over the hill. 
The mist that a new rose garnered up 

To the ‘scalloped rim of its ruby cup ; 

For roses creep to the open doors, 

Coming from fields of checkered corn 

And under the homestead window-aill 
Where the milk-weed spreads her ragged mat, 
And into the north where the tempest roars 
And the farmers’ trees arc a thousand rows, 


The flower witbheld no charm of red, 
And was never injured a whit, 
That a golden bee had drank of it ; 
But calmly held her modest head 
And pretty checks aflame, 
Saying, in softencd tones, "twas shame 
Refusing one’s nectar and dumbly sit 
When weary travclers begged for it, 
A8 others she might name. 


Nodding across where the blue bells bloom, 
She said she ever made welcome room 
When tired pilgrims came her way ; 
Clearing the spacc in her crimson walls 
She gave the wine in her banquet halls, 
And craved no creature’s doom; 

And come or go, or go or stay, 

Her spicy breath and dewy lips, 

Pink as a lady’s finger-tips, 

Are free to the world on a holiday ; 

And sweet to strew on a loved one’s grave, 
The rich or poor, the weak or brave, 

And to crown a bride on her wedding day. 
Clearwater, Neb, Mary BAIRD FINCH. 


————— 9 4 -— ——————— 
. What Made Her So Extravagant? 
OR, THE GIRL WITH THE CANDY TOOTH. 

' HI don't see what makes Etta so extrava- 
gant and wastcful! She has not the least 
idea of prudence or economy. I’m sure she 
doesn't take after me!" and Mr. Parker sighed 
as he watched his slatternly, extravagant 

daughter. 

Now, what was the reason of Etta’s lack of 
thoughtfulness and prudence? Pll just tell 
you. When Etta was a dear, little, winsome 
girl she had a candy tooth—that is, she was 
excessivly fond of candy, a failing belonging 
to most boys and girls. The failing began 
by her papa bringing her home occasionally 
bits of sugar candy. She liked it, and soon 
began teasing for it when he did not bring it 
of his own accord. 

When she began to run about, she would 
-tease for pennies, for she learnt that pennies 
were exchanged for candies. 

“Giv me a penny, papa, plcase!" she 
would say, and invariably out came the 
penny, and away went Etta to invest it in 
candy. By and by it began to be two or three 
pennies, for the candy tooth grew larger and 
demanded more and more. The father was 
a man in only moderate circumstances, but 
he wanted to be indulgent and generous, and 
so he never refused the gift of nickels to his 
littledaughter. Etta never once realized that 
pennies came to her father by hard work, for 
no one had ever told her, and she supposed 
innocently enough that they came as easily s as 
the candy. 

Time went on, and Ella grew to young 
girlhood, and the candy tooth grew also. It 
was candy, candy, candy, chocolates and car- 
amels, all the time. 

By and by, other wants came also—ribbons, 
jewelry, gloves, and trinkets. Wasteful and 
spendthrift habits were formcd, and became 
so firmly fixed that now they cannot be erad- 
icated. She had never been taught the value 
of a penny; she only knew how to dispose of 
it, and hence, to-day, her parents mourn after 
her very thoughtless and extravagant ways. 

Had she becn taught that her father earned 
the pennies by hard and constant work, and 
that it was wrong to use them for candies to 
minister to that never-satisfied candy tooth of 
hers; that it was better to acquire habits of 
prudence, thrift, industry; better to do some 
little bits of work and earn the pennies before 
she spent them, she would be much better off 
to-day, much less & source of trouble and 
vexation to parents and friends, and her 
candy tooth would never hav grown so rav- 
enous as to eat away al her other teeth, be- 
sides quite a little fortune in dollars and cents. 

Her parents should hav instructed her as 
to the value and use of money, and shown 

. her the folly of catering to a candy tooth. 
S. H. W. 


Sam Simons's Ideas. 

“How be you, Sam?" inquired the old 
farmer of Beacon Hill. 

‘Very well, sir. How are you?” 

« Waal, ’bout the same as ever. I come 
over ter speak a little to you ’bout that relig- 
ion we was talking of yestiddy." 

The reader must pardon mistakes in Far- 
mer Jones’s language, he being a rather un- 
educated farmer. 

Now, perhaps, reader, you wish to know 
who Sam Simons is. Well, if you must 
know, he was the only Liberal in the town 
where he lived. 

Now to procecd with our story. 

** Tell me truly, Sam, do you believe there 
is a Supreme Being ?” 

“ No, I don’t,” said Sam. 

' Why?” asked Mr. Jones. 

** Because," replied Sam, ‘just this: Be- 
tause, if there is a God, who made him? 
Then, who made the one who made him? 
You might go back like that and you couldn't 
stop." 

“ Why, yes, yer could stop. God was the 
first one who came into the world,” said 
Jones. 

“Yes, but how did he get into the world ?" 
inquired Simons. 

t Waal, I dunno as I can answer that 
question, after all. I guess you got the best 
of me on that point. Suppose therc was a 
God, do you think that Jesus is the son of 
God?" 

“No. The Bible says Jesus was thé son 
of Joseph and Mary, and if Joseph is his 
father, God can't be his father too; he may 
be his grandfather, for all I know,” answered 
the good Liberal. 

** Well,” exploded John Jones, ' you're à 
pretty smart man, at any thinking. Come to 
look into the things, what you say don't look 
very unreasonable. Guess I won't hav auy 
more prayers at my table.” 

. * I must go now,” said Sam. 
** Good-by,” called out Jones. 
And John Jones didn’t hav any more pray- 

ers at his table. 

Hurrah for Sam Simons! I say, and per- 
haps others will agree with me. 


** Good-by." 


Milford, Mass. GRACIE FAIRBANKS. 
+ 
Our Puzzle Box. 


1.—REBUS. 


91. 


Add two figures to thc above, and make it 
less than ten. Conran RookER. 
Lyons, N. Y. 


2.—FLAGS OF TWELVE NATIONS. 


Find the names of the countrics. 


9. —REBUS. 


A flock of birds, seventeen in number. 


ANSWER TO PUZZLE IN THE OIIILDREN'8 CORNER, 
JUNE 12, 1886. 

Balsam, foxglove, box, pansy, sweet pea, 
bleeding hearts, cockscomb, japonica, dande- 
lion. 

Sorvers.—Katie Pease, H. J. Messenger. 

e 


A Sweet Dispostiion. 

Pcople who are disposed to complain of the 
hardships of life may learn a lesson from an 
incident which fell under the writer’s notice: 
Two little girls, Lily and Violet, were playing 


in a yard, where they had strung some twine 
for a clothes-line, and were washing their 
dolls’ garments in a diminutiv tub, and hang- 
ing them out to dry. Along came Lily’s 
brother, Master Sack, a juvenil tease, and 
with one sweep of his hand jerked the whole 
day’s washing from the line and scattered it 
on the grass. Lily bubbled over with tears 
at once. Violet was saddened, too, but the 
necessity of playing peace-maker in the im- 
pending family quarrel was the first thought 
of her mind; so she said, soothingly, ** Never 
mind, Lily; let’s play Jack was a high wind.” 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 


Youth. By Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
stition. The Only Illustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children's Stor y-Book ever issued. 66 full-page 


and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heavy 
toned paper, broad. margins, miminated 
covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1.25. 

Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 


c Youug Folks. By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for yomg masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
Second has Doe issued at a reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photograph of the author which adds very 
mich to the value of the volume. 

By 


The Youth’s Liberal Guide. 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M, Price; $1.00. This 
volume aims at the cducation of youth in the 
principles of Freethought, at the same time 
that it inculcates moral duties and human 
rights on oa of pure ronron i and 


common sense, ddress THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. 
BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write, 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Earl 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. Dy Ww. Henry 
Dunn. Price. % cents. For sale at this office. 


Fabrications Hefuted 
and 
The Errors of the Bible Exposed, 
BY 0. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 


Price, 15 cents. 


Addrers THE TRUTH SEEKER C0., 
33 Clinton Place: New York. 


Bible 


Books on Frac ical Steps in Fresent Needs. 


History of Woman's Costume Movement; its 
first 35 years, Events and Persecutions, Supple- 
mented by Modern Martyrdom. 132pp., fine paper, 

Progress vs. Fashion. 32pp., paper, 10 
omic Way Ont. 32pp., papers 10c. Love an 
Transition. Poetic, in two parts; an Bpi and an 
Argument. 191pp., in fine cloth and AE t, 750. 

Sent on receipt of price, by the author, 

tojni M. E. TILLOTSON, Vineland, N. J. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accur: ate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, itis now known to be the work of W. 
H. BURR, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at this office. 


The Bible Analyze 


John R. Kelso, A.M. 


CONTENTS: 

The Old Testament, —The New Testament.—The 
Creation.—The D age .—The Exodus.—The Mira- 
cles cf the Bible. em e Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Bible.—The 
Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 
Re Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 

avior. 

Crown octavo, 833 PR. Bolen daly, executed. Sent 
by mail, post paid. Price, $3 


VOLTAIRE' S ROMANCES.: 


CONTENTS : 

The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.—Zadig ; 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princess 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowns. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas,— 
The World as it Goes.—The Black and the White. 
—Memnom the Fhilosopher. .—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese,—Plato's Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


‘Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid id paper. With 67 
ravings. Price, cloth, bevele oards, $9.00. 
Ha calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00. 
M THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


THE RISE OF 


INTELLECTUAL LIBERTY 


From Thales to Copernicus. 


By FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND, Author of “The 
Reign of the Stoics.” 


“This is a book not only to be read once, but te 
be kept and refer red to, and pondered over fron. 
year to reat is a guide-book of Liberalism 
through he o. centuries prior to 1600, the era of 
Copernicus and Bruno. It does not take the place 
of other histories like Gibbon, Hallam, or Lecky, 
but it makes them intelligible by pointing out the 
white light that has been cast upon the lurid 
clouds of ignorance, superstition, and cruelty, 
from the little stream of Freethought that has 
flowed in its ragged, broken, and obstructed course 
down through the ages which now liv only as our 
realm of Memory and Admonition.” 


Octavo, 458 pp. PRICE; $3.50. 
Address THE TRUHT SEEKER. 


“69, (Double Number, 30cents). 


THE HUMBOLDT LIBRARY. 


Price 15 cents each number, unless otherwise marked, 


1. Light | Science for Leisure Hours. A series of 
familiar essays on astronomical and other 
naturak Donomos By Richard A. Proc- 
or, F 

2, The Forms me Water i in Clouda and Rivers, Ice 
and Glaciers. 19 illustrations. By Joh hn Tyn- 
dall, F.R.S. 

3. Physics and Politics. An application of the 
principles of Natural Science to Political 

Society. By Walter Bagehot, Author o 
* The English Constitution.” 
. Man’s Place in Nature. With numerous illus- 
trations. By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S 
5. Education, Intellectual, Moral, and Physical. 
By Herbert Spencer. 

6. Town Geology. With Appendix on Coral and 
Coral Ree: By Charles Kingsley, 

7. Conservation of Energy. With numerous Ilus- 
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irations. By Balfour Stewart, LL.D. 
. Study of penauagen] br ought back to its Tru» 
principles. By C. Marce. 

9. The Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer. 

10. Theory əf Sound. in its Relation to Music. 
Numerous illustrations. By By Prof. Pietro 
Blaserna. 

11. ) The Naturalist on the River Amazon. | À rec- 
ord of 11 years! travel. By Henry Walter 
Bates, F.L.S. Notsold sdparately. 

13. Mind and, Body. The theories of their rela-. 

tions. By Alexander Bain, LL.D. 

14. The Wonders of the Heavens. 32 illustrations. 
By Camille Flammarion. : 

15. Longevity. The means of pr longing life after 
middle age. By John Gardner, M. 

16. Origin of Species. By Thomas H. Huxley, 


17. Progress : Its Law and Cause. With other dis- 


quisitions. By Herbert Spencer. 

18. Lessons in Electriorty, 60 illustrations. Br 
John Tyndall, F.R. 

19. Familiar Essnys on "Selentifie Subjects. By 


Richard. A. Proctor 
20. Ronane of Astronomy. By R. Kalley Miller, 


21. Tho Physical Basia of Life, ait other essays. 
By Thomas H. Huxley | F.R.S. 

22. Sceing and Thinking. By William Kingdon 
Cliford, FILS. * D moe 

23. Scientific Sophisms. A review of current 
theories conce-uing Atoms, Apes, and Meu. 
By Samucl Wainwright, D.D. 

24, Popular Scientific Lectures. Illustrated. By 

f. H. Helmheitz. . 

25. Oren of Nations. By Prof. Geo. Rawlinson, 
Oxford University. 

26. The Evolutionist at Large. By Grant Allen. 

27. History of Landholding in Euglaud. By 
Joseph Fisher, F.R.H.S. 

?8. Fashion in Deformity, as illustrated in the 
customs o _Barbarous and Civilized Races. 
Numerous illustrations. By William Henry 
Flower, F.R.S. 

'$. Facts and Fictions of Zoology. Numerous 
illustrations. By Andrew Wilson, Ph. D. 

30. } Study of Words. By Richard Chenevix 

3t; Trench. 

32. Hereditary Traits and other Essays. By Rich- 
ard A. Proctor, 

33. Vignettes from Nature. By Grant Allen. 

34. Philosophy of Style. By Herbert Spencer. 

35. Oriental Religions. By John. Caird, Pres. 
Univ. Glasgow, and Others. 

36. legtuyes on Evolution. Illustrated. By Prof. 

T. H. Huxley. f 

37. Six Lectures on Light. Illustrated. By John . 

Tyndall. 


m Geological Sketches. By Archibald Geikic, 


40. The Evidence of Organic Evolution. By Geo. 
J. Romaues, F.R.S. 


41. Current Discussions in Science. By W. M. 
Viliams, 

42. History of the Science of Polities. By Freder- 
iwk Pollock. 


43. Darwin and Humboldt. By Professor Huxley, 
Professor Agassiz, and others. 

i Dawn of History. By C. F. Keary, of the 

45.§ British Museum. 

46. Diseases of Memory. By Th. Ribot. Tran- 
slated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. 

17. Childhood of Religions. By Edward Clodd, 
F.R.À.8. 

48. Lifcin Nature, Illustrated. By Jas. Hinton. 

49. The Sun: its Constitution; its Phenomena; 
its Condition. By Judge Nathan T. Carr, 
Columbus, Ind. 

A Money and the Mechanism of Exchange. By 
Prof. W. Stanley Jevons, F.R.8. 

52. Diseases of the Will By Th. Ribot. Trans- 
lated from the French by J, Fitzgerald. 

53. Al l Automatism d other E B 
nima al S omatiara, i LO er Essays. By 

54. Bith and Growthof Myth. By Edward Clodd. 


55. Scientific Basis of Morals, and other Essays. 
By William Kingdon Clifford, F.R.S. 


58) Illusions. By James Sully, 


5s The Origin of Species. By Charles Darwin. 
Two double numbers, 30 cents each. 
a Childhood of the World. By Edward Clodd. 
61. Miscellaneous Essays. By Richard A. Proctor. 
62. Religions of the Ancient World. By Prof. Geo. 
Rawlinson, Univergity of Oxford. Double 
number, 30 cents. 
63. PEED Morality. — By Thomas Fowler, 
D., president of Corpus Christi College, 


Digisibution of Animals and Planta, By A. 
Russel Wallace and W. T. Thiselton Dyer. 

65. Conditions of Mental d Development and other 

ior rd y Wm. Kingdon © 

66. Technical Education; and other Essays. By 

: omas H. Huxley, F.R.S. i 
67. The Black Death. An Account of the Great 
Pestilence of the Fourteenth Century. By 
J. F. C. Hecker. 

68, (8 ecial number, 10 cents.) Three E b 
Herbert Spencer, : See EO ls aie 
n Fetichism : A Con- 

tribution to Anthropo ogy and, th $ History 

of Reli igion. By Fritz Schultze, P. Trans- 
Md it om the German by J. zona 

. Essays Speculativ and Practical. By Herbert 
Spencer. 

"1. Anthropology, By Daniel Wilson, LL.D. 
With Appendix on Archeology. By E. B. 
Tylor, F 

. The Pancige Mania or the Middle Ages. By 

C. Hecker, M.D 

. nran in n History, Languages and Science. 

Hour dresses delivered the London 
rystal y npe School of yt Science, and 
Literature. 

74. Thé Descent of Man; and selection in relation 

to Sex. By Charles Darwin. In 4 parts. 

15 cents each. 


„Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


33 Clinton Place, New York. 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. 
OALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. : 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. ~ 
OANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto. 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
$ ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 
MAINE. 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
Mills). | . 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
MIOHIGAN. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
S. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 405. 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. 
Dr. Wolff, 620 North 5th street, St. Louis. 
Joseph L. Andrew, Liberal. 
NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YORK. 
Drentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 
OHIO. 
N. Hexter, 308 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON. 
Wm. Chance, Astoria. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLYANIA. 
Dr. J. H. Rhodes, 315 North 10th st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Lcopard st., Phila. 
H. Clay Luse, Waynesburg. : 
W. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
TENNESSEE. 

Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 

TEXAS. 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 

UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
D. F. Keeler, Park City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Take City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 


VIRGINIA. 
Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker, Snowville. 


ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s Court, Fleet street, 
London. 


Mottoes for Freethinkers 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards, which we offer for sale. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the ** God-bless-our- 
home? placards which disfigure the walls of so 
many houses. They are printed on heavy card- 
board, 9 inches by 221-3. The motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gram of U. M. L. The following are the various 
1vadings : 


THE LIVING HAV A RIGHT TO CONTROL 
THE WORLD. 


: FREE THOUGHT WILL GIV US TRUTH. : 


i : THE SCHOOL-HOUSE IS MY CATHEDRAL. 


III éecssossevtcecosccececseoeceoot 


THE TIME TO BE HAPPY IS NOW. i 
AND THE PLAGE TO BE HAPPY IS HERE. : 


NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE 
TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. 


THE WORLD IS MY COUNTRY; 
TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION, 


The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents. 

For Freethought societies there is a large card 
22 x 15 inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading, containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Price, 30 
cents. Anyof these will be sent postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Pl., New York City. 


ANEW PAMPHLET.—JUST OUT. 


ADAMI AND HEVA, 
BY 8. P. PUTMAM. 


A poetic version of the Indian Story of the Gar- 
den of Eden, in which its guperiority to the muti- 
lated copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. 

PRICE, 10 CENTS. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
88 Clinton Place, New York. 


Price, Twenty-Five Cents. 


THE 


TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 


— AND— 


FREETEINKERS' ALMANAC 


—C1886.o0-2 


(E. M. 


286.) 


WITH THIRTY PORTRAITS OF DISTINGUISHED .EUROPEAN FREE. 
THINKERS, SCIENTISTS, AND PHILOSOPHERS, AND 
NUMEROUS OTHER ILLUSTRATIONS. 


———— 
CONTENTS. 
PAGE PAGE 
Calendar for 1886, - - - - 5| The Imn Virgin, - - - - - 77 
Freethoughtin the United States,1885, 17 | Religious Divisions of the World, 82 
How the Church Filches from the 5 Paine Memorial Hall. (Illustrated), 83 
; MD ) 
Pubiic Contributions to the Church, 28 The Story of 1385, S T y 2 84 
uie z Immigration to the U. S. 1820-1384, 87 
The Religion of Crime, - <- - 31 F "i tI : 
Chaplains in our Army and Navy, 32 d ha pini odis "ro. 88 
The Higher Life. By Courtlandt Palmer, 34 reet R ten the h ontinent, - 92 
My Dream. By Samuel P..Putnam, 37 Subjects of IFustration, - + + 95 
The American Secular Union, - - 40 Freethought Journals, - o 100 
Statistics of our Foreign-born Population ,49 Religious Detiominations, ~ == 103 
The Curate of Churnside. (Selected Story.) | Area and Value of Farms, pa 103 
By Jas. Payne, - - -  - 'so| Population of Large Cities, * > 103 
How Voltaire Died. By the Editor, 64 | Liberal Lecterers, - ~- <- = 104 
ILLUSTRATIONS. 
Lick Observatory, Saladin, Edward Gibbon, Goethe, 
Girard College, Philadelphia,| Annie Besant, vax Muller, Rohert Burns 
Freethought Hall, Waco, Mary Wollstonecraft, | Thos. Huxley, Richard Carlile, 
Texas (Iuterior view), G. W. Foote, Voltaire, Herbert Spencer, 
Freethought Hall, Waco Austin Holyoake, Zhas. Darwin, Castelar, 
Texas (Exterior View), J. S. Mill, Rousseau, Bradliugh, 
The Tent, George Eliot, Humboldt, Chas. A. Watts, 
Iron Virgin, Geo. Standring, Byron, J. A. i*roude 
Paine Hall, Ernst Haeckel, 3helley, Joha Tyndall. 
Moncure D, Conway, Auguste Comte, David ' lume, 
——— di —— 
NEW YORK: 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CCMPANY, 
33 CLINTON PI ACE. 


HISTORY 


OF THE 


REPLY 
TO REY. L. A. LAMDERT'S 


INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT |“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.” 


Of Europe. 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 
Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Pl., New York city. 


à ath-Dreaking 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG, 
Author of “False Claims,” “Bible 
Morals,” Etc. 


The best and most thorough work ever written 


on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 


view. 


Large and Handsome Print. 


Snee Corrzs, - - 
Six Corrzs, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


CHRISTIANITY 


4 REWARD FOR CRIME. 


Substantiated by the Bible. 
BY 
O. B. WHITFORD, M. D. 
Price, 10 Cents. | Per Dozen, $1.09, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place. New York. 


UL Houser 1200 


25 cents. 
$1.00. 


Ñ PIS i 


æ * * This marvelous house has been built more than 
300 times from our plans; ittsso well planned that it affords 
ample room even for a large family, lst floor shown 
above; on 2d ftoor are 4 bed rooms and in attic 2 more. 
Plenty of Closets. The whole warmed by one chimney. 

La illustrations and full description of the above 
an well as of 39 other houses, ranging in cost from $400 up 
to $6,500, may be found in *SHOPPELL'S MODERN LOW» 
Cost Hovsss,” a large quarto pamphlet, showing also 
how to select sites, get loans, &c. Sent postpaid on re- 
ceipt ofS0c. Stamps taken, or send $1 bill and we willre- 
turnthechange. Address, BUILDING PLAN ASSOCIATION, 
(Mention this Paper.) 24 Beekman S$., (Box 2702) N. Y. 


By B. W. Lacy. 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priest's 
sophistry, unfairness, and histor- 
ical misstatement. 
Prie., Cloth, 31; Paper, 50 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


KERSEY GRAVES'S WORKS. 


Sixteen Saviors or None. By Kerr- 
sry GRAVES, auther of the World's Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors; The Bible of Bibles, and 
Biography of Satan. Paper, 75 cents; cloth, $1. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thousand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
deli ieation of the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
ami ration of their doctrins. Price, $2. 


Biography of Satan ; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 35 cents. 


TN . 
The World's Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oricntal 
origin of all the doctrines principles, precepts, 
and miracles of the Christian New Testament, 
and furnishing a key for unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 
history of sixtcen oriental crucified gods. $2. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
33 Clinton Place. New York. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli- 
cal Works. 
By THOMAS PAINE, 


“The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, nee Six copies for 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 
Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed indépendence of Amcrica from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a scpa- 


ration.” 
Price, 35 cents. 


For ‘either of these works, or any of Painos 
writings, Address THE 'TRUTH SEEKER, 
f 33 Clinton l'lace, New York. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 
Prioe, 25 cunts, | 


S. P. Putnam’s Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 2 

Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts; 
“ A prose epic of the war, rieh with incident 
and dramatic power ; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day."—John 
Swinton's Paper. 

Golden Throne, a Romance. “The 
author certainly has genius. .The divine crea- 
tiv spark is within him. The bookis filled with 
manly thoughts, expressed. in manly words— 
the transcript of a manly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ "—INGERSOLL. $1. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel andthe Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown tfére is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. . 

Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty."—Dr, Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 


other Agnostic Boems. _ Price, 10 cts. 
For ail of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


The History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and lettered. Price, $1.25. CowTENTB: 
Section I. Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section tt What it 
Owes to Mohammedaniam. Section III. Free- 
thought Martyrs and Confessors. Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eightcenth Centuries. Sec- 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. . 

The American Secular Union; its 
Necessity, and the Justice of its Nine Demands. 
(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll.) 
82 pages in cover, Price; 10 cts. 

3 f f 

Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 

Christian Evidences Criticised. A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh. Con- 
tents : The Origin of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New, Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- 

: ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 

Seeularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 ots. 

Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 


Watts are published at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS BACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity ; 
Moral Value of the Bible; Freethought an 
Modern Progress; Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Becu- 
larism; Science and Bible Antagonistic; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. For all of 
the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


FREETHOUGHT WORKS, 


PUBLISHED AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE. 


Resurrection of Jesus. Showing the 
contradictions and doubts in which the 
subject is involved. By W. S. Beru. Re- 
vised edition. 25 cents. 


Revelations of Antichrist. An ex- 
haustiv work proving conclusivly that no 
such person as Jesus Christ existed in the 
reign of Tiberius, but that a Jesus, the 
son of Mary, was stoned and hanged 
about a century before, and that his dis- 
ciples, Simon Kepha, alias Peter, and the 
apostle Paul, both lived and died before 
the Christian era. 446 pages and full in- 
dex. Price, $2. 


The Anonymous Hypothesis of Cre- 
ation. A Brief Review of the so- 
called Mosaic Account. By James YF. 
Forniss. Cloth, 50 cents. 


The Brain and the Bible. By Epear 
C. Beat, With a Preface by Rogert Q. 
INcENsonn, who says of it’ “This book, 
written by a brave and honest man, is 
filled with brave and honest thoughts. 
The arguments it presents cannot be an- 
swered by all the theologians in the 
world." Price reduced to $1. 


The Creed of Christendom. — Its 
foundation contrasted with its super- 
structure. By W. RATHBONE Grea. One 
of the clearest anl ablest works ever 
written. $1.50. 


The Essence of Religion. From the 
German of L. FEUERBACH. Author of th 
Essence of Christianity, ete. In cloth, 
reduced to 50 cents. 


The Godly Women of the Bible. A 
History of all the women who figure in the 
Bible. Shurp and telling in style. Paper, 
50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Heathens of the Heath. A finely 
written Radical romance. By Ww. Mc- 
DoxNELL, author of Exeter Hall, Family 
Creeds, Day of Rest, etc. 500 pages. 
Paper, 80 cents; cloth, $1.25, 


The Holy Bible Abridged. Contain- 
ing the choice passages and lovely mor- 
ceaus particularly pleasing to COMSTOCK. 
169 pages. Paper, 30 cents; cloth, 50 cts. 


The Jamieson-Ditzler Debate. A 
nine-days' debate on God, the Bible, 
Christianity, and Liberalism. Between 
W. F. Jamreson and Rev. Jacos DrrZLER, 
D.D. Paper, 50 centa; cloth, 75 cents. 
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Poetry. — 


The Road to Fame. 


A MORAL ESSAY, 

At the first dawning of the human mind, 
Ere toil is known, when hope is undefined, 
Why does the boy in all his little plays 
Attempt to imitate his parents’ ways? 


. Why does he long those happy hours to span, 


And take on self the duties of a man? 

"Tis nature’s finger pointing to the goal, 

The stilly whisp'rings in the budding soul; 
The deep, mysterious something unexpressed, 


. The god in man hid in the human breast. 


Say, heavenly muse, from whence has sprung that 
law 

The ancient sage by light of reason saw, 

If not its birth in man’s tremendous needs, 

The source and fount of all our earthly creeds? 

Far as the solar system clips the wind, 

Analogy in bnman hopes we find : 

The naked negro in the torrid zone 

Has a dim faith, but prays to senseless stone ; 

The pagan lord of Itzlapalapan 

Bowed to the sun a deep religious man, 

And chanted hymns about a realm of rest 

Where earth's pure souls would be forever blest. 


Ye gifted dwellers on Olympus, say 

From whence the hope of an eternal day? 
Where is the proof of an immortal part 
Except in the deep longings of the heart? 
Ambition is the beacon o’er the wave, 
Inspiring hope of life beyond the grave! 


Turn, son of man, thy raptured gaze on high, 
Let thy ambition soar unto the sky ; 

Move ever on and up the broad'ning scale, 
And make the force of intellect prevail. 


“I formed you free,” the great creator said, 

“And placed the power of thought within your 
head. j 

Yours to attain what giddy hight severe 

Ambition leads you on a bright career." 

Mourn not, oh, then, misfortune's lowly birth, 

For know, true greatness lies in moral worth, 

And genius is but patience in disguise 

Nerved by high aims until it frets the skies. 


See yonder ill-starred son of poverty; 

Note those dark lines that ring his brilliant eye; 
Emblems of study by the shaded Kght 

Till cocks proclaim the high noon of the night. 
Watch his career through life's succeeding turns ; 
He'll stand at last where fame's bright altar burns, 
And wealth and ease will crown his later years 
Whose youth was spent in labor and in tears; 
And his posthumous fame will teach mankind 
'The greatest giftis a deep, thoughtful mind. 


Boundless as love and pure a8 maiden's hope 

Is wise ambition in its broadening scope; 
Bright fields expanding with each new advance 
Like some sublime, soul-stirring, wild romance ; 
Lending a zost to life that none may know 

Who delves ’mid slums of ignorance below. 


Livs there a man on earth who does not long 

To mount the hight and stand above the throng, 

And leave upon the gilded wall of fame 

In livid letters traced immortal name ? 

If breathes there such a poltroon, pass him by, 

For him will waft no warbling minstrelsy ; 

Though, wealth and ease may crown his earthly 
ot, ‘ 

Living unhonored, he will be forgot 

When death shall sweep him from this nether 
realm; 

For life is real, not an idle dream. 

Man was created with a soul sublime, 

And should leave tracks upon the rocks of time; 

Not like dumb beasts liv idle all the day, 

And at the night of life return to clay, 

No plans perfected, and no good works done, 

Unwept, unhonored, and his name unsung. 


Fear not to scale, but take thy bright ascent, 
Ye sons of man, where men before thee went ; 
That giddy hight your labor can attain, 
What man hath done man yet may do again; 
Though rough the road and troubles dire distress 
Thy slow-fought way, the end is the success; 
And history of all ages shall proclaim 
A love of use is the true road to fame. 
Cras. HUDGINS. 
eoe 


A Hardshell Baptist Sermon. 


[The first Hardshell Baptist sermon ever 
. published, I ‘believe, was the following, 


which I hav copied from the New York Tri- 
bune of 1855. 
not more truthful, than any of Parson Tal- 
mage’s discourses.— Antichrist, A.M.] 

Imay say to you, my brethring, that I am 
not an eddicated man, an’ I am not one uv 
them as blieves that eddication is necessary for 
a gospel minister; for I blieve the Lord eddi- 


‘cates his preachers as he wants 'em to be 


eddicated, ’an although I say it that hadn't 
ought to say it; yet in the state of Indyanner, 
whar I liv, thar’s no man as gits a bigger con- 
gregation nor as what I gits. 

Thar may be some here to-day, my breth- 
ring, as don’t know what persuasion I am of. 
Well, I may say to you, my brethring, that I 
am à Hardshell Baptist. Thar’s some folks 
don’t like Hardshell Baptists, but I had rather 
hav a hard shell than no shell at all. 

“You see me here to-day, my brethring, 
drest up in fine close. You might think I was 
proud, but I am not proud, my brethring; 
an’ altho’ I hav been a preacher uv the gos- 
pel for twenty years, an" altho' I am capting 
uv that flat boat that lays at your landing, I 
am not proud, my brethring. s 

Iam notgwine to tell you dezackly whar 
my tex may be found. Suffice it to say it is in 
the leds of the Bible, and you will find it some 


I think it is more edifying, if 
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whar between the first chapter uv the Book of 
Generation an’ the last chapter uv the Book 
uv Revolutions; an’ if you will go and search 
the scriptures as I hav, you will not only find 
my tex thar, but a great many other texes that 
will do you good to read; an’ my tex, when 
you shill find it, you shill find it to read thus: 

* An' he played on a harp uv a thousand 
strings, sperrets uv jus’ men made perfeck.” 

My tex, brethring, leads me to speak uv 
sperrets. Now, that’s a great many kinds uv 
sperrets in this world. In fus -place, thar’s 
the sperrets as some folks call ghosts; then 
thar’s the sperrets of turpentime; an’ then 
thar’s the sperrets as some folks call liquor, 
an’ I hav as good an article uv them kind uv 
sperrets on my fiat boat out thar as ever was 
fotched down the Mississippi River. But 
thar’s a great many other kinds uv sperrets, 
for the tex says, ‘‘ He played on a harp uv a 
thousand strings, sperrets uv jus’ men made 
perfeck.” 

But I will tell you the kind uv &perrets that 
is ment in the tex. It is fire. That is the 
kind uv sperrets as is meant in the tex. my 
brethring. 

Now, thar’s a great many kinds of fire in 
the world. In fus place, thar’s the common 
sort uv fire, to light a segar or pipe with. 
Then thar’s camfire, an’ fire before you're 
ready an’ fall back, an’ many other kinds of 
fire; for the tex says, ‘‘ He played on a harp 
uv a thousand strings, sperrets uv jus’ men 
made perfeck." 

But I will tell you the kind er fireas is ment 
in the tex’, my brethring. It is hell-fire. An’ 
that’s the kind of fire as a good many uv you 
will come to if you don't do better nor what 
you’ve been doing; for he played on a harp 


uv a thousand strings, sperrets uv jus’ men | 


made perfeck. 

Now, the different sorts uv fire may be 
likened unto the different persuasions uv 
Christians in the world. In the fus’ place, we 
hav the 'Piscupalians, a high-sailin’ an’ a 
high-falutin’ set. Au’ they may be likened 
unto a turkey-buzzard that flies in the air, 
an’ goes up, up, until he looks no bigger nor 
your finger-nail; an’ the fus' thing.you know 
he comes down an’ down an’ down an’ down, 
an’ is a fillin’ himself on the carcass uv a dead 
hoss by the side uv the road; an’ he played 
on à harp uv a thousand strings, sperrets uv’ 
jus’ men made perfeck. ` 

Then thar’s the Methodis's; an’ they may 
be likened unto a squirrel runnin’ up a tree; 
for the Methodis’ b'lieves in gwine on from 
one degree uv grace to another, an’ finally on 
to perfecksion. The squirrel goes up an’ up 
an'.up an’ up an’ jumps from limb to limb an’ 
branch to branch,.an’ the fus’ thing you know 
he falls, an’ down he comes kerflummux. 
An’ that is like the Methodis’, for they is allers 
a-fallin’ from grace ah! An’ he played ona 
harp uv a thousand strings, sperrets uv jus’ 
men made perfeck. ; 

Then, my brethring, thar's the Baptist ah! 
an’ they hav’ been likened unto a possum on 
a’simmon-tree; the thunders may roll an’ the 
earth may quake, but the possum clings there 
still ah! An’ you may shake one foot loose 
an’ the other’s thar’ ah! an’ you may shake 
all four feet loose an’ he laps his tail aroun’ 
an’ Clings to the branch forever, ah! forever! 
for he played on a harp uva-thousand strings, 


sperrets uv jus’ men made perfeck! 
. — OO 


Book Notices. 


Waars ro Be Dones? A Romance. ByN. 
G. Tchernychewsky. Translated by Benj. 
R. Tucker. Octavo, 329 pages. Boston: 
-Benj. R. Tucker publisher. Price, paper, 
75 cents; cloth, $1. For sale at this office. 


Without stopping to remark that whatever 
influence Tchernychewsky may hav with his 
‘own countrymen, his name is certainly a 
"spell? to Americans, we copy here the 
explanatory note by which the book is ac- 
companied : 

This novel and its author hav a remarkable 
history. This work was written in 1863 in a 
St. Petersburg dungeon, where the author 
was confined for twenty-two months prior to 
being sent into exile in Siberia. The author 
was not only one of the foremost literary men 
of Russia, but one of the earliest and most 
influential of the Nihilists, and, though still 
in exile, he is looked upon by the Nihilists 
even yet with a peculiar veneration. His in- 
fluence upon the youth of Russia was of the 
most extraordinary and wide-spread charac- 
ter, and was chiefly exercised through this 
romance, ** What's To Be Done?” The book 
was suppressed by the czar, but not before it 
had had a large circulation. The Russian 
work is now rare, but is read secretly in Rus- 
sia still, where copies hav been sold for a 
thousand roubles each. Though it has been 


translated into nearly every European lan- 
LÀ 


guage, Mr. Tucker’s translation is the first in 
English. : 

The phenomenal movement by which the 
youth of the upper classes in Russia, and 
especially the young girls, hav enrolled them- 
selvs in such large numbers in the Nihilistic 
ranks, received its greatest impetus from the 
publication of this book, the principal char- 
actersin it becoming types on which these 
young people formed themselvs. So im- 
portant was the work done by this book that 
the Italian author, Arnaudo, in his history of 
** Nihilism and the Nihilists," devotes an en- 
tire chapter of over seventy pages to its 
analysis. He says of it: 

“t What’s To Be Done?” was welcomed 
by the Russian youth with extraordinary en- 
thusiasm, and was always considered by the 
Nihilists themselvs as the best and most faith- 
ful picture of Nihilism." 

Alexis Tveritinof, who translated the work 
into French, writes: '*Never did a novel bear 
such fruit, and in so short a time, as this one. 
To it and to it alone is due the type that we 
now see developing more and more—I mean 
the Russian, female student. In 1873 there 
were 108 of them in the University at Zurich, 
but after the famous ukase which pronounced 
them all libertins, and nullified the diplomas 
of that university, they started for the other 
universities of Europe instead of returning to 
Russia and abandoning the study of the sci- 
ences. The ukase launched by Tchernychew- 
sky from the depths of his prison was, it 
seems, more potent than that of the chief of 
police, Schouvalof, and the minister of the 
interior, Timaschef. "What's To Be 
Done?’ has completely transformed the family 
relations.of the young generation; and per- 
sons may be found whose minds are not suffi- 
ciently elevated to understand all the ideas 
contained in this novel, but who nevertheless 
arrange their lives upon it as a model, as if 
regarding itas an ideal of moral force to be 
attained." 

In view of these facts, this book might not 
improperly be called the ‘‘ Uncle Tom's 
Cabin” of the Russian Nihilists. 


Tue ORDER or Creation: The Conflict be- 
tween Genesis and Geology. A Contro- 
versy between the Hon. W. E. Gladstone, 
Prof. T: H. Huxley, Prof. Max Müller, M. 
Réville, E. Lynn Linton. New York: The 
Truth Seeker Company, 33 Clinton Place. 
Pp. 178. Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 
cents. 

It is a very precipitous descent from Dr. 
MeWhinney's “Reason and Revelation” to 
the group of clever Agnostics who hav at- 
tacked Mr. Gladstone's opinions on Geu- 
esis. The student will find more consol- 
ing arguments in * Reason and Revelation” 
than in Mr. Gladstone's rather watery critique 
of Dr. Reville's ** Prolegomenes de l'Histoire 
des Religions," and his somewhat stronger 
*' Proem to Genesis.” It was the latter, by 
the way, that brought out Lord Hartington's 
bitter bon mot: “I don't care about Glad- 


‘stone’s ‘ Genesis'—I am interested only in his 


Exodus.” Nevertheless, Mr. Gladstone’s 
diffuseness and dimness in statement are 
quite as convincing as the more trenchant 
manner of Max Muller or the matcbless use of 
of illustration peculiar to Professor Huxley. 
This trio might go on arguing forever with 
infinit.satisfaction to the reader with a taste 
for this species of gladitorial combat; but 
without convincing any human mind or 
changing a single opinion already received. 
One has the feeling of having a seat in the 
orchestra and seeing one of the finest exam- 
ples of intellectual sparring to be found in 
the world. But when we come to Mrs. E. 
Lynn Linton’s essay, ‘‘ A Protest and a Plea,” 
we catch the cry of a passionate human 
heart. ‘‘Schools,” cries this enthusiastic 
Agnostic, * are eur temples, science is our 
ritual, time is our heaven; the human race 
contains our future góds, and the satan we 
bav to conquer and to chain is that arid 
egotism which despises for the race what it 
cannot enjoy in its own person, and cares 
more for the salvation of its own individual- 
ity than it does for the redemption of the 
world. If in this creed can be found any 
analogy to the frantic orgies of the Commune, 
Ifor one am content to stand in the pillory, 
and let Mr. Gladstone and his co-religionists 
pelt me at their pleasure." We wait, she 
cries, in darkness, without hope in a future 
life for ourselvs, but with vague hopes for the 
future of the race in timc. " We are in dark- 
ness; but altruism saves usfrom despair. To 
her Dr. McWhinney and Mr. Gladstone offer 
the Bible, begging her to interpret it for her- 
self in the light of reason and common sense. 
To her Prof. Max Muller and Professor 
Huxley offer the half-formed hypotheses of 
Science. In these two books there is material 
for a greater soul-poem than Goethe ever 
wrote, and the most pathetic part of it is the 
strident cry of this woman, who.-finds no 
hope in Christianity and only patience in 
science.—New York Star. . > 

This is a valuable contribution, being com- 
pact, fervid in its reasonings yet not-at all 
heavy. Its statements are unanswerable. 
Evidently the author read widely, thought 


deeply, observed keenly, and added to all that 


articles of positiv belief, and as the famous 
colonel says in the introduction, *' there is‘no 
misunderstanding between her head and her 
heart. She says what she thinks and feels 
what she says." . 

The design of the book is the emancipation 
of woman, but in carrying that out she does 
not abuse men for-the position of women 
She calls upon the women to dare to think 
and act for themselvs and to gain the place 
which rightfully, in the author's estimation, - 
belongs to them.— The Path. | 
Tur Mystery or Pain. By James Hinton, 

M.D. With an Introduction by James R. 

Nichols, M.D. Boston: Cupples, Upham 

& Co. 

It is to be feared that the writer of this 
book, though he may hav set out with the 
best of motivs, added little to the solution of 
the mystery of pain. He was a deeply relig- 
ious man, and it seems not to hav occurred to 
him as the greatest of all mysteries that an 
omuipotent and beneficent God should cause 
or even allow his children a moment’s suffer- 
ing. His cure for pain rests also on à relig. 
ious basis, and will beunappreciated by those 
devoid of superstition. 

The present edition of ‘‘Tbe Mystery of 
Pain” is a reprint, in excellent shape, of an 
edition printed in England twenty years ago. 


ApAMI AND Heva. By Samuel P. Putnam. 
New York: The Truth Seeker Company. 
In “Adami and Heva” Mr. Putnam tells 

in smooth blank verse a story of the love of 

the first created, and how Brahma was so 
moved by it that he says from his celestial 
throne: 


“ J would meet anything that fate might giv— 
Most cruel blows upon the mortal flesh, 
All that the finite suffers and endures, 
Or imperfection reaps on ervor’s path, 
Disdain my godhead, and be made of dust, 
Could I be loved by woman as man is.” 
—New York Star. 
Hints on Mztarnysios. Projected in seven 
Lessong, with Two Lectures and a Philo- 
sophical Poem on the Conjugation of the 
** Verb To Be.” By J. V. Beneficio (Bryan 
J. Butts). Boston: Published by the 
author. 


There seems to be a mental epidemic prev- 
alent just now. Its cause is hard to account 
for, but. its symptoms are quite plain. These 
consist in a tendency on the part of the pa- 
tient to take stock in prayer-cure, mind-cure, 
occultism, so-called metaphysics, and other 
empty delusions of that class. The literature 
of the subject is extensiv, and is read with 
an avidity that excites the wonder of the 
crdinary intellect. “Hints on Metaphys- 
ics” belongs to this kind of literature.. It 
is a book that should not be judged by ordi- 
nary objectiv standards, because, judged by 
those standards, it would be pronounced 
devoid of meaning. Doubtless the author 
knows what he is driving at, but nothing 
short of a subjectiv illumination could reveal 
it to the average reader. 


THE INFIDEL SOHOOL-TEACHER. 


Mr. Eprror: That ‘Infidel School- 
Teacher” of Mrs. Slenker’s was a very clever 
young lady. She knew how to string argu- 
ments culled from the best scientific thought 
of to-day and in the past, which might hav 
been the result of deep and: extensiv study. 
If I should criticise the book I should say her 
heroin was too clever, not too clever for the 
necessities of the case, but more clever than 
one could expect. I, too, hav had correspon- 
dence of a like nature, only I occupied less. 
ably the position of the school-teacher. I 
never won anything. . 

Whatever use may be made of this little 
book, it is full of clever arguments in favor 
of Freethought, and ought to be carried as & 
reference by anyone liable, as all Freethinkers 
are, to be assailed by Christians. "There is 
something with which to meet all their objec- 
tions. T. D. HATFIELD. 

Passaic, N. J. 

The National Defense Associatian has pub- 
lished a pamphlet entitled, “ Brief Argument 
for the Repeal of Section 3,898, Title XLVI, 
United States Revised Statutes.” The law 
dealt with is the famous Comstock law under 
which that individual has been, for the last 
ten or more years, the public censor of the 
press, and the virtual autocrat of the post- 
office. In this pamphlet it is shown, first, 
that the law is unnecessary; second, that it 
is unconstitutional; and third, that it is mis- 
chievous and dangerous. That such a law 
ought to be repealed no one can reasonably 
deny. It has done more harm in its thirteen 
years of existence than its designers could 
ever atone for if they were to spend an eterni- 
ty in the hell in which most of them piously 
believe. xd 

“Two Revelations,” by Arthur B. Moss 
(Watts & Co., London), deals with the story 
of creation as told in Genesis, and with the 
facts of evolution as set forth by geology. It 
contains & great many valuable thoughts and 
figures. amphlet, 15 pp.—Another pam- 
phlet by the same author is “ Design and Nat- 


a nativ genius. On page 58 she has put 12| ural Selection," pp. 16. ——Antichrist. 
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brought together til “hö A many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versations of the author. The work is designed 
for and will be.accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 

urpoBe, & fine steel portrait, with autograph 
ac simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turke 
rocco, gilt; exquisitly fine, $7.50; in fu 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and 
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life, price $1.00 each, Every admirer of these 
apostles of eligious Liberty should hav them. 
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J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 
- Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen. Asa 
Missionary Documént it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
Church and the Republic. 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 

. Vices Sanctioned by Scripture : Falsehood and 
Deception ; Cheating : Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars of 
Conquest and Extermination; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals ; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 85 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


. and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is disciissed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws. Price, 25 cents; six copies, $1.00. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver; Jefferson_an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts. 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the stor, 
of the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 

dicates his name from the agpersions cast upon 

it. Choice extracts from '* Common Sense,” 

t American Orisis,” “Rightsof Man,” and “Age 

of Reason ” are given; also, tributes to Paine’s 

character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 


cloth, 75 cents, 
The Apostle of Liberty. An address 


delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
t ers’ Convention, J anuary 29, 1884. Price, 


10 cents, 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
fà Clinton Place, New York. 


t 


'he contents of this volume are: 


MEN, WOMEN, AND GODS: Introductory; 
Accident Insurance; Chiefly Women; Why 
Women Support It; What It Teaches; From 
Moses to Paul; The Fruitof the Tree of Knowl- 
edge; Knowledge Not a Crime; As Much In- 
spired as Any of It. 

VICARIOUS ATONEMENT: Fear, Beginning 
to Think; Creeds; Self-Control What We Need; 
Vicarious Atonement Not a Christian Inven- 
tion; Twin Monsters from Intellectual Pig- 


mies; Geographical Religion; Revelation; Evi- 
dence of Faith; Did He talk? What You 
May Think; Intellectual: Gag-Law ; The Vi- 
carious Theory the Cause of Crime; Revision; 
The Church’s Money-Box; Shall Progress Stop? 

HISTORICAL FACTS AND THEOLOGICAL 
FICTIONS: Church Fictions; Historical Facts 
—(Civilization, Comparativ Status, Women as 
Persons, Education, As Wives, Not Woman’s 
Friend, Morals). 


Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 Cents. ; 


The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 
Photo-Engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50e. 


Ingersoll’s Tributes 


REOUCED IN. PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: 

The Vision of War, 
Tribute to his Brother, 
The Graut Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller's Grave. 

The price of these heretofore has been $1. We 
offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 
THE FOUR FOR FIFTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

33 Clinton Pl., New York. 


.A SKETCH OF THE LIFE- 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA, 


OR THE 

First Ten Decades eof Our Era. 

BY 
DANTEL M. TREDWELL. 

Designed to show upon the authority of History 
that Apollonius of Tyana performed miracles and 
spoke wise savings equal to those attributed to 
Jesus Christ. 350pp., octavo, best style. Price $2.50. 

Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER office. 


A STUDY 


PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY 


BY LEWIS G. JANES. 


This book treats of the natural evolution of the 
Christian religion, its historical antecedents in 


-Palestinian Judaism and Roman Paganism ; in- 


vestigates the history of the founder of Christian- 
ity in the light of the latest scientific criticism of 
ihe New Testament; shows that the true story of 
ihe Man Jesus, and his genuin teachings are 
separable from the later legendary accretions 
which hav. confounded him with the mythical 
Christ, and traces the natural development of 
Christian dogma and ecclesiastical institutions. 
Complete references and full index.  320pp. 8vo, 
clodh, gilt top. Price $1.50. . : 
Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER Office. 
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SOCIAL WEALTH. 


The Sole Factors and Exact Ratios in Its 
Acquirement and Apportionment. 


_ By J. K. INGALLS. 


CONTENTS: Economie Schools: a hrief re- 
view of their Origin and Growth; Rise and 
Growth of  Captahsm; Unearned Increase: 
profit, interest, rent; Conservation of Wealth; 
Tools and Improved Machinery; The Nature of 
Wages; Private and Social Wealth; Land Own- 
ership; Private Property in Land; Capital and 


_| the Projuctiv Factors; Partnership and Co-op- 


eration; Law of Contracts; Money and Credit; 
Of Value or Ecouomie Ratios; Taxation as a 
Remedy; Reforms, not Remedies; Suggestions 
to Legislators; Conclusion. 


Price, Cloth, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Clinton Place, New York. 


RATLONAL COMMUNISM, 


The Present and the Future 
Republic of North America, 


BY A CAPITALIST. 


A book advocating associate life a8 a remedy for 
poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the present 
conditious of society in this country, pointing out 
their imperfections, and showing how it is almost 
nnpossible that the people should be other than 
poor and vicious under our present system. The 
remedy, the author thinks, isin communal life, 
and he has drawn a vivid picture of the future 
Republic of North America, as it will be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. 


Price $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
: 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 


refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions, 

with munerons references and citations, that 

are contradicted in terms by the same number 

p other propositions in the same book. Price 
center. . 


RUPTURES CURED; 


myMedical Compound and Improved 
; Elastic Supporter Truss in from 30 to 

90 days. Reliable references give Send 
stamp for circular, and suy in what paper 
you saw my advertisement Address. Capt 


T7. A. Collings, Smithville, Jefferson. Co, N.Z. 


Won a place in thé hearts of all Preethiukers by her ability, and by the brilliancy ot her Tect-|-s-—y 


vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet- 
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‘LECTURES, 

ag Philadelphia should at- 
tse of Science Lectures 
-jat the Hall of Friendship 
Sard ave. x 
ar questions), 
Dr. ATKINSON, F.R.A.8, 
ERAL LEAGUE No. 257 


5 Industrial Hall, Broad and 
& 7:90 p.m. for lectures and 
‘agious and social questions. 
nthe audience. N.B.~Truth 
ways on hand at cheap rates. 


' ) 
* Store, Rochelle, III. 


Pwelry; fine gold and silver 
elets, gold and plated jew- 
‘ware, optical, art, and fancy 
“ver, ‘Elgin watch, $9; 4 oz., 
;h 11 jeweled, $14.50; same, 15 
"Hiusied, $22. In filled gold 
para, M Jeweled, ren wind, 
EH jeweled, ; adjusted 
:- bdd $4.50, Taka filled, best 
d $30 for 15 jeweled move- 
7; $24, 11; 
1$8. Gents 
5 i cleaned, $1; springs $1; and 
sjed mail Best spectacle in 
3.jds must snit or cash back. 
i d what isa niecr 
present for either 
your lady or gentle- 
man friends than 
one of my latest im- 
proved model badges 
in solid gold, artis- 
tically enameled in 
three colors? Price, 
$8, $8.50, $4. With 


e 


T 
ar 
Hi 


gold. 10 k., 


P 


genuin diamond in 

rising sun, $8 and $10. 
j ? OTTO WETTSTEIN 
E DART Rochelle, I, 


: | isa regularly educat- 
legally quali- 
ed ‘physician, and 
the most successf#i 
as his practice will 
rove. He has for 
wenty years treated 
exclusivly all diseases 
"of the Sexual Orgaus, 
in the cures of whic: 
he stands preeminent 


an 
as the result of self- 
abuse in youth and 
sexual excesses in ma- 
turer years, causing | 


| NS night emissioas by 
* 


o ae o——+ dreams, loss of sexual 
* power, rendering 


marriage improper and unhappy, etc., are cure 

ermanently by an outside application in sixty 

ays. NO STOMACH MEDICIN USED. | It is one 
of Dr. Fellows’ valuable discoveries, which is en- 
tirely unknown to the medical profession. It is 
not acatch-peuny get up, such as a pad, belt, pag- 
tille, nor magnetic appliance, bnt simply a medi- 
cin to be applied externally on the parts affected, 
which cures by absorption. Send five 2-cent stamps 
for bis “ Private Counselor,” giving full informa- 
tion. Address Dr. R. P. Fellows, Vineland, N. J., 
and say where you saw this adverlisment. 


B.—Dr. Fellows begs leave to say that he is 


N. 
an Infidel of the most pronounced character. Bro. 
Liberals, your patronage 18 solicited. 


The Secret of the East, 


OR, 
The Origin of the Christian Religion 
and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


- For sale at this ofice 


Price, $1.00. 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 
SUBJECTS :. 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SBNSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in "nglish or German 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. 

SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the ‘Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B. Foote. Five volumes, at $1 each, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2. 

SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth 
volume of **Sciencein Story.") 50 cents. 

HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes. A valnable reference pamphlet of 128 pages. 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam 
phiets). By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: * Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, advocating personal and public hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; “Health in the Sun- 
beam,” considering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and well. By mail, 10 cents each. 

HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). ‘‘ The Law 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages cloth 
bound, $2; “Heredity,” by Loring M oody, 159 

ARES, cloth, 75 cents; “The Law of Heredity,” by 
EE Marsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 
Human Temperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; ‘Generation before Regen- 
eration,” by Dr, E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; ‘ Re- 
orts of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
882,” 10 centa, Bet ease Annual Convention of the 
Institute of Heredity, May 29, 1 0 cents. 

Addita THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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diews of ti 


Tue park cape 
just purchased and impor: 
eros and placed him on g 
Park. The cost of the | 


and then a duty of $1,0 
at the custom-house, th 
lutter being designed, it 
is supposed, to protect |; 
home manufactures. 


M 


Dr. OLIVER WENDELL E 
Hormes, now visiting 
England, has. had. a de- i: 
gree conferred upon him f’. 
by the Cambridge Uni- |.’ 
versity. , P. 


i 


Bixtoxr J. TitpEn has |; 
just contributed $250 to 
the Peter Cooper monu- : 
ment fund. The act | 

f 


€ 


of the fund reports $23, 
000 in hand. 


Turek United States į: 
war-ships belonging to; 
the North Atlantic squad- | 
ron hav gone to Portland, į 
Me., to look after the fish- ;: 
ing "interest. |: 


Tue Central Labor: 
Union has declared a per- |: 
petual boycott on the! 
Third avenue railroad, | 
and recommends that any | 
trades unionist detected | 
riding on the cars of that 
road ‘shall be fined $1 for | | 
each offense. 


Jouw Perrine, of Or- 
ange, N. J., refused to | 
allow a Sister of Char- | 
ity to go through his shop 
and beg on the 16th, and | ees 
his men struck. They went to work the next 
morning without any concession by the em- 
ployer. 

Mr. GrApsTONE is making the canvass of 
Midlothia seeking a return to Parliament. 
He attributes the defeat of his Home Rule 
bill more to Irish agency than to any other. 


Tne Milwaukee Knights of Labor hav 
called state convention at Fort Howard to 
~ nominate a full state ticket. - A labor conven- 
tion had previously been called to meet at La 
Crosse for the same purpose. 


Tz Dominion government has Gindded its 
orders to seize American fishing-vessels in 
Canadian waters. They will hereafter be 
permitted to purchase bait and supplies if 
they leave the port within twenty-four hours. 


PRESIDENT CLEVELAND attended a German 
Schuetzenfest at Washington last Friday. 
During the exercises he chucked a baby under 
the chin, which fact was duly telegraphed to 
all parts of the country by the Associated 
Press. 


Bosron celebrated on the 17th with appro- 
priute ceremony the 111th anuiversary of the 
battle of Bunker Hill. On the same day a 
statue of Daniel Webster was unveiled at Con- 
cord, in New Hampshire, which was Web- 
ster's nativ state. 


EvaxGELIST Sam JONES, of Tennessee, and 
Evangelist Perkins, of Kentucky, are having 
a religious discussion involving the question 
of baptism. It is progressing finely, as each 
has called the other a liar, and doubtless will 
be able to maintain his position. 


Tun Rev. Hezekiah Alltop, preaching at 
Ripley, W. Va., was guilty of such immoral 
conduct with the women of his flock that he 
scindalized the community. Last week he 
was caught in the house of a widow in a most 
compromising position, and the neighbors 
captured him and took him to the woods, 


where they tied him toa tree and whipped’ 


him in @ severe manner. 


Tne New York Sun has been making war 
upon the photographs of alleged cigaret- 
makers which are displayed in the windows 
of cigar-stores in this city. The pictures are 
rather attractiv, and represent working-girls 
sitting at a bench, their skirts being so 
arranged as to display about half of that por- 
tion of the limb located between the ankle 
and the knee. The dress is also cut low 
in the neck. Anthony Comstock is called 
upon to suppress these photographs. It has 
been suggested that the Sun is endeavoring 
to atone for the injury which it inflicted upon 
public morals when it published the Pall Mail 
Gazette. exposures and hawked them about 
the streets of New York. 


— gis and nds 


CoNaxxss promises to protect us against oleomar- 
garine: but, alas! who will protect us against 
Congress? 

THE latest report is that the Hon. John L. Sul- 
livan is coming to New York to liv, First Howells, 
and then Sullivan. Poor old Boston! 

HussAxD: "That fence wants painting badly. 
I think Pll do it myself," Wife: “ Yes, do it your- 
self, if you think it wants-to be done badly." 


AT this season of the year a man wlio can't carry 
a hoe-handle a hundred yards can lug a fishing- 
rod twenty miles. The rod is 80 much lighter, 
you know. 
STATES. 
‘A gentle Miss, once seized with chill 

Was feeling very, very Ill., 

When came an Md. for to know 

If N. Y. service he could do. 


**Q,," cried the maid (for scared was she), 
“Do you Ind. Tenn. to murder me?” 


“La.” cried the doctor, “I Kan. save 
You from a most untimely grave 

If you will let me Conn. your case, 
And bang this liver pad in place.” 


“ Am Ia. fool?” the patient cried. 
“I cannot Del.,” the man replied ; 
** But no one can be long time Ill. 
Who Tex. a patent blue Mass. pill,” 


* Ark !" shrieked the girl, * I'll hear no Mo., 
Your nostrums are N. J.—No go.” 
—Utica Observer. 


\ THE race-course men think that betting on races 
is perfectly proper while the church-fair grab-bag 
continues to turn in such large profits on gmall 
investments. 


Livres of bank clerks all remind us 
We can make our lives all crime; 

And, departing, leave behind us 
Not a solitary dime, 


ALMOST every paper we pick up contains some 
allusion to the Parnell Fund. The strangest 
thing about the Parnell Fund is that it has existed 
so long without being decamped with. 

. YESTERDAY. 
Said our bright-eyed boy, with hair of gold, 
* T1] be a bachelor when I’m old, 
And always stay with mamma and you, 
As sure as sure, and as true as true;” 
But he fella prey to Cupid’s dart, 
For tiny Bess stole his tiny heart. 
Next day he announced, with solemn air, 
* He loved dear Bessie, he did, 80 there— 
Bessie was pretty, Bessie was good— 
He'd marry Bessie—yes, he would.” 
Reminded of what he snid before, 
He pondered a moment the problem o’er, 
Then softly said, in his bashfnl way, 
“I hadn't seen Bessie yesterday.” 


O boy of mine, 'tis vain to plan, 
“TIl be a bachelor when a man,” 
Some fairy creature with golden hair 
And sweet blue. eyes like your mother's there, 
With rippling laugh, like the song of bird, 
Or voice the sweetest we ever heard, g 
Makes us forget the word long spoken; ` 

- Half unconscious their spell i is broken; 
And then, like you, we simply say : 
“T hadn’t seen Bessie yesterday.” 


Parson : “I tell you, sir, the women are the sup- 
port of the church. The ministers hava strong 
hold upon them.” Injured husband: '*Yes, I 
realize it; and the trouble is that the hold is gen- 
erally on the waist." 


SENATORS interested in the oleomargarine bill in 
the House of Representativs speak of the com- 
pound as the * poor man's butter." This may be 
correct, but experience shows that the poor man 
always pays the highest price for butter, whether 
it be genuin or bogus. 


“ PENELOPE,” said a new York lady to her little 
Boston niece, “will you see how high the ther- 
mometer is, please?” ‘ Yes, auntie; it is justeven 
with the mantelpiece.” “Thank you,” said little 
Penelope's aunt, who was equal to the occasion ; 
“and now will you sce how high the mercury is?” 
“Seventy degrees, Fahrenheit, auntie,” replied 
the Boston miss, 


DRUMMER (examining some bags of coffee on the 
sidewalk): ** You surely doa't charge thirty cents 
a pound for this common grade of coffee?” Store- 
keeper (confidentially) : “ Oh, no: we just mark it 
that way to keep from being robbed. You see, 
every man, woman, and child who passes grabs a 
handful of coffee-beans to chew. They always 
steal the highest priced, so we hav to impose upon 
them in order to protect ourselvs." 


Paine Vindicate 


—o— 


A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Observer's slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution, Containing 
both the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
—— 


The.New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. 


60pp. Price 10 cents; 12 copies, $1. 


A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANAR D 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
bed of Thomas Paine, 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


18pp. Price 5 cents; 25 for $1.00. 


For these two pamphlets address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
38 Clinton Pl., New York. 


of Thought. 


act that the. Bible contains 
man knew at that time and 
»ws' now, that it pandered to 
then existed, and hinted not 
stant truths which man has 
g out and learn by his own 
industry and research, pos 
itiv evidence that a God of 
_ all knowledge did not write 
it, and thatit was simply the 
production of men not yet 
enlightened by truth and 
science ?—D, M. Bennett, i 


Tn instant we admit that 
a book is too sacred to be : 
doubted or even reasoned 
about, we are mental serfs, 
It is infinitly absurd to sup- . 
Pose that a God would ad- 
dress a communication to 
intelligent beings, and yet 
make it a crime to be pun- 
ished in eternal flames for 
‘them to use their intelli- 
gence for the purpose of 
understanding his commun- 
ication. Ifwe hav the right 
to use our reason, we cer- 
tainly hav the right to act in 
accordance with it, and no 
God can hav the right to 
punish us for such actions, 
—Inger soll. 


THE most essential objects 
of education are the two fol- 
lowing : First, to cultivate 
all the various principles of 
our nature, both speculativ 
‘and activ, in such a manner 
as to bring them to the 
greatest perfection of which 
they are susceptible; and, 

‘secondly, by watching over 
the impressions and asso- 
ciations which the mind re- 
ceives in early life to secure 
it against the influence of 
prevailing: errors; and, as 
far as possible, to engage its 
prepossessions on the side of 
truth.—Dugald Stewart, 


SURELY every medicin. is an innovation, and he 
taat will not apply new remedies must expect new 
evils, for time is the greatest innovator, and if 
time, of course, alter all things to the worse, and 
wisdom and counsel shall not alter them to the 
better, what shall be the end?—Bacon’s Essays. 


Rina out false pride in place and blood, 
The civic slander and the spite; 
Ring in the love of truth and right, 
Ring in the common love of good. 
. —Tennyson, 
Any society whichis not improving is deteriorat- 
ing, and the more so the closer and more familiar 
itis. Even a really superior man almost always 
begins to deteriorate when he is habitually (as the 
phrase is) “ king of his company ;” and in his most 
habitual company, the husband who has a wife in- 
ferior to him, is always so, While his self-satisfac- 
tion is incessantly ministered to on the one hand, 
on the other he insensibly imbibes the modes of 
feeling and of looking at things which belong to a 
more vulgar or more limited mind than his own.— 
Hills Subjection of Women, 


BEcAUSE no one would like to pass his life in 
sohtude, not even if surrounded by an infinit 
abundance of pleasures, it is easily perceived that 
we are born for communion and fellowship with 
man, and for natural associations. But we are 
impelled by nature to wish to benefit as many per- 
sons as possible, especially by instructing them 
and by delivering to them precepts of prudence.— 
Cicero. 

Tur consummate hypocrit is not he who conceals , 
vice behind the semblance of virtue, but he who 
makes the vice which he has no objection to show , 
a stalking-horse to cover darker and more profit- 
able vice which it is for his interest to hide.— 
Macaulay. 

Ir is not want of power in God that he cannot 
lie; it is the infinit purity of the divine nature that 
makes this impossible by reason of his infinit per- : 
fection. . . With the power of creating we 
must also join that of annihilating, which is equal 
toit and must necessarily be supposed to bein 
God, because we plainly perceive it to be a perfec- 
tion.—Bishop Burnett's wwecix Articles, 


To rest the authority of the four gospels or other 
scriptures on the church, and the authority of the 
church on the four gospels, or these same script- 
ures; is a style of argument of which a child could 
hardly be guilty, which an untutored peasant 
could see to be ridiculous,—F, W. Newman, 


Tue present is the past. grown older and wiser ; 
itistime better understood. Free religion is re- 
ligion grown older and wiser; it is god and 
man better understood. The highest fruit of a 
religion is a better religion. We are to honor the’ 
Christian protest for the liberty it secured the 
world. Itis not forthe result that the Reforma- 
tion produced,but for the precedent it established, 
that we value it. We respect the Protest,not the 
Protestantism, of the Reformer. That is the only 
true reformation that allows itself to be reformed. 
Free religion is the assertion of man’s rights, of 
man’s freedom. It is humanity in freer relations 
with man and in truer relations with the universe. 


|—L. K, Washburn, 


Is there for honest poverty, 
To hang his head and a’ that? 
The coward slave, we pass him by, 
We dare be poor for a’ that ! 
For a’ that and a’ that, 
Our toils obscure and a’ that; 
The rank is but the guinea stamp; 
The man’s the gowd for a’ that. 
—Burns, 
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THE TAXED AND THE UNTAXED. 


Jlotes and Clippings. 


Miss Rose ErizABETR CLEVELAND, it is said, 
will make her home henceforth at Chicago, 
where she wil take editorial charge of Lit- 
erary Life. 

A woman's school of journalism has been 
opened in Detroit. The girls are to be taught 
type-setting, shorthand, revision of manu- 
script, and proof-reading. 


In consideration of her hand and person in 
marriage, the Rev. Sydney Wilbur, of Albion, 
N. Y., has decded to Miss Mary M. Coit, of 
Newark, N. J., his entire fortune, valued at 
many thousand dollars. Barter of this kind 
has heretofore been alluded to by another 
name than that of marriage. 


Grorce MILLER, of Anaconda, Mont., vis- 
ited the office of the Daily Miner, at Butte, 
for the purpose of shooting the editor, by 
“whom he conceived that he had been injured. 
The editor took the pistol away from him, 
threw him down stairs, and fell upon his per- 
son, almost crushing the life out of him. 
Then the Anaconda man was arrested. 


Tug Independent says: ‘‘ We are heartily 
in favor of an amendment to the Constitution 
that would authorize Congress to establish 
uniform laws on the subject of marriage and 
divorce throughout the United States. But 
we do not suppose that, at present, public 
sentiment has reached the point at which such 
&n amendment may hav any chance of suc- 
cess." Itis to be hoped not. The state leg- 
islatures hav shown themselvs to be quite 
adequate to do all the tinkering our marriage 
laws require. 


Ira carmine tint is observed to hav been 
imparted to things in the vicinity of the 
Thousand Islands this week, it need not be 
attributed to aurora borealis or other celestial 
disturbance. Dr. Talmage and his congrega- 
tion, to the number of six hundred, hav 
chosen that locality as the objectiv point of 
an excursion upon which they embarked last 
Saturday. ; 

Ir was announced that the Thomas Paine 
Society, of Frederick county, Md., would 
celebrate the seventy-seventh anniversary of 
Tom Paine's death at the house of Aaron 
Davis, near Frederick; but not a celebrater 
appeared. Mr. Davis himself observed the 
day by not working. He said that, while 
there were only about a dozen members of 
the society, there were three or four hundred 
believers of the Paine doctrins in the county, 
but fear of social ostracism or injury to their 
business caused them to make a secret of 
their views.—Sun. 

ATTORNEY-GENERAL Horn, of Indiana, has 
just returned from a visit to Utah. He thinks 
the present anti-polygamy laws serve only to 
solidify Mormon sentiment. All who are 
under indictment are looked upon as martyrs 
to the Mormon church. ‘‘The Mormon 
women,” he says, “are sincere believers in 
the alleged revelations to Joe Smith, and they 
enter into polygamous matrimony as a relig- 
ious act. The only way, I believe, that Mor- 
monism can ever be reached is to enact a law 
enabling a woman who has been ‘ sealed’ to 
a Mormon, to recover a proportionate share 
of his possessions, and to obtain a divorce 
whenever she becomes dissatisfied. Then 
encourage a few adventuresses to go to Utah, 
become sealed to the wealthy Mormons, and 
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in a few weeks, as a purely business transac- 
tion, become dissatisfied, and demand a divis- 
ion. You can reach them through their 
pockets and through their stomachs quicker 
than in any other way." 


IN the baccalaureate sermon before the 
yeung men of Trinity College, Dr. Morgan 
Dix told them that ‘‘in our day it looks as 
though the foundation of Christian education 
has been undermined so effectually that even 
the great towers are ready to fall. Large 
numbers of educators, in revolt from the old 
faith, are engaged in experiments of which 
no one can foresee the end; and perhaps in the 
popular mind the idea of a university is that 
of a place where absolute neutrality to relig- 
ion shall be scrupulously observed, where no 
attempt at disciplin shall be made, where the 
student shall be practically:à law unto him- 
self.” 


"TwzxwrY members of the Louisiana legisla- 
ture hav joined in a protest to the governor 
against his signing the bill known as the Sun- 
day law, giving as reasons that it is a viola- 
tion of the fundamental principles underlying 
the constitution, which guarantees to the in- 
dividual citizen the fullest measure of personal 
freedom and an absolüte separation of church 
and state; that the arguments that its provis- 
ions are in favor of the toiling masses are 
sophistical and idle, that its effect will be to 
deprive them of recreation and rational en- 
joyment on Sunday, and that the proposed 
law on the whole is obnoxious to public 
policy and violativ of the constitution. 


A Texas court has been called upon to in- 
terpret the law relating to ‘“‘ shouting in meet- 


ing." It seems that the brethren and sisters 


of the colored Baptist flock in Dallas became 
80 fervid and excited in their devotional ex- 
ercises as to disturb the entire neighborhood. 
The aggrieved neighbors complained that 
their “shouting, screaming, and yelling at 
the top of their voices and running up and 
down on the floor, jumping up and down on 
the same,” amounted to an intolerable nui- 
since,” and moved for an injunction to restrain 
the fervor of the too zealous worshipers. 
The latter pleaded the '*freedom of con- 
science, and claimed ‘the right to worship the 
Lord in their own way," After hearing a 
mass of testimony, the judge decided that 
the complainants bad a well-grounded griev- 
ance, and granted an injunction “ restraining 
the defendants from disturbing petitioners by 
loud and unusual or unreasonable noise in 
said chureh." The law of the case was laid 
down as follows: “The constitution guaran- 
tees perfect freedom of conscience. No court 
of law can dictate how a man shall worship, 
but the exercise of that right must not inter- 
fere with the rights of another. Shouting in 
rcligious worship may bc a matter of con- 
Science, but it does not get beyond state reg- 
ulations by reason of that. Ido not think 
that noise is a part of religion, but I may not 
be a good judge of that. It seems to me to 
be only the result of emotional excitement, 
such as may be found at conventions or the- 
aters. It may or may not be necessary in 
religion, but it can also be a nuisance. A 
man has a right to shout as long and as 
loudly as he pleases, provided he does it 
where he will not disturb others. Sleep is 
essential, and to rob a man of his sleep is as 
much an infringement of his rights as if he 
were robbed of his chattels." 


Lhe Influence of Religion and Philosophy on | 


Morals.* 
BY VAN BUREN DENSLOW. 
I. 

Permit me to ask, not your sympathy, for all sym- 
pathy is unphilosophieal, but your cold, impartial 
consideration to the difficulties which beset a candid 
and judicial mind in attempting to discuss the influ- 
ence of religion over moral conduct. For I would 
apprise you at the outset that I desire to speak not 
merely of the effects of religious enthusiasm, more 
than those of religious despondency, or than of that 
religious culture which often supersedes the emo- 
tional element, whether enthusiastic or despondent; 
or than of religious activity, which is often greatest 
in those that hav least religious culture; or than, 
finally, of the religious organizations and the creeds 
which giv rise to them, which are alternately the 
consequence and the cause of these various states 
and conditions of enthusiasm and despondency, cul- 
ture and activity. 

It is easy to laud the influences of religion as 
always moral, and that might please four-fifths of 
average men and women. It is equally easy, by seiz- 
ing upon the crusades, religious wars, inquisitions, 
persecutions, massacres, and great crimes of religion, 
to condemn them as in the aggregate immoral, and 
this might satisfy that other fifth, who are more 
largely represented in philosophieal societies than 
elsewhere. And then there is that very large constit- 
uency who, while they admit in the abstract that 
many questions hay two sides, yet always do so with 
the inental reservation that one of these is the wrong. 
side, /.&., somebody else's side, and the other is the 
right side, że., their side. All these like to see a 
man get squarely down on one side of the fence or 
the other, so that people of one idea can comprehend 
him, and not dance from one side to the other, or 
attempt to straddle. This class I intend to offend, 
for I am emphaticaily on both sides of this question. 
In board-of-trade phrase, I deal to-night in double 
options, which are straddles necessarily. I may also 
offend those who mentally demand that the question 
shall he discussed from the impossible assumption 
that true religion is always moral in its influence. I 
say impossible, because there can be no investigation 
where the investigator is required to set out with the 
assumption that there is nothing to be investigated ; 
nor could any progress be made if I were obliged to 
set up as a theologian, and assume that one man’s re- 
ligion is true, and another's false. In the sense that 
religion necessarily assumes that its own influence is 
wholly moral, and that whoever does not so assume 
is not religious, the niere discussion of the question 
is irreligious, and it must be carried on from a non- 
religious standpoint. 'The methods used must nec- 
essarily resemble dissection, and dissection always 
denies the existence of life in the thing dissected. 

Therefore, the examples cited as cases for dissec- 
tion and analysis will be necessarily generally those 
of dead religion, and not of living religion ; for there 
is something in living religion which, like all life, de- 
fends itself against close analysis by its own power, 
aud makes us desire to rather aid than to analyze or 
dissect it. . 

I intend to show that the aggregate phenomena 
which pass for religion in the world are sometimes 
moral, and, at others, immoral in their influences, and 
that what is ordinarily styled Infidelity, i.e., a God- 
less science and an Atheistic philosophy, are subject 
to the like praise and censure; that both are essential 
forces in the world’s civilization, and that any philos- 
ophy of human life and duty must recognize both as 
conflicting but necessary factors, each in the main 
giving reverse sides of the same truth, or presenting 
truths which are eternally contradictory to each other. 
All religions hav certain elements of fact to work 
upon, which science has not the least tendency to re- 
move, and philosophy has not the least capacity to 
explain. . If there were no such fact as death, there 
would be no such consequence as religion. When 
our friend dies, science dissects his corpse, givs a 
Greek name to his malady, and, perhaps, describes 
his case in some medical work as a very finely devel- 
oped and interesting one of pleuro-pneumonia or 
spinal meningitis. But if we ask science whether 
our friend still livs, or will ever liv again, science will 
make a note of our question in its memorandum 
book, and of the date, as of something it may hav oc- 
casion to swear to to prove our insanity, and perhaps 
will inquire of us whether such attacks are frequent. 

It matters not whether religion has anything true 
or not to tell us as to whether our friend shall liv 
again. It is its function to tell us something, and we 
go to those who hay something to say, in preference 
to those who hay absolutely nothing to say. 

If science and philosophy are fearful of imposing 
ou the human mind at this juncture, they must stand 
aside in favor of the priest who has no such fear. 
The world’s work, including the task of explaining 
the great mysteries, death, life, the first cause, the 
future life, must devolve on those who will accept it, 
not on those who decline it. To the end of time 
Science and philosophy, which depend on experi- 
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mental evidence, will leave this function to the priest, 
for he alone can go on assumptions, intuitions, 
inspirations, and dogmas. Discoveries in science hav 
no tendency to lessen these mysteries. They deal 
with the knowable only; religion with the unknow- 
able. All they can do is to preoecupy the mind with 
other subjects and deaden its religious sensibilities. 
They cannot explain away the grave. Religion 
includes all thoughts that derive man’s d ity from 
the assumption of his immortality. Morality includes 
all action, to which the quality of right is attached 
on grounds of authority or law,and not mere expe- 
diency or interest. Many persons may vaguely be- 
lieve that all morality is ultimately the highest expe- 
diency. Hence the maxims “Honesty is the best 
policy," * Virtue brings its own reward,” “The seed 
of the righteous shall not beg,” “Seek first righteous- 
ness and all other things shall be added.” But if a 
man clearly sees wherein the profit of an act will ex- 
ceed its penalty, both in quantity and in immediate- 
ness, the act is simply selfish, or business-like—not 
moral If it is done from a motiv of obedience to 
God it is religious, which is more than moral If 
done from a clear prescience that it will benefit and 
bless mankind, it is benevolent, not moral. But if it 
is not done to promote our immediate interest or 
pleasure, and if we believe it to be right without ana- 
lyzing, why, it is moral. 

For instance, “Thou shalt not steal” is a moral law 
among all races of men. The fact that one thoroughly 
believes that his neighbor has more property than he 
needs or even knows of, that it would be better for 
all mankind that it should be equalized, that the de- 
sired property perhaps is perishing because of its 
owner's inability to use it, never removes the sense of 
guilt which attaches to the theft. Yet these circum- 
stances are amply sufficient to make out a case of 
expediency that the property should change hands. 
Expediency, therefore, has nothing to do with moral 
laws. So of obedience to parents, telling the truth, 
marital fidelity, and the other features of all moral 
codes. They demand that they be assumed without 
explanation or analysis. To reason about them and 
rest them on expediency is to undermine them. 
Their reason being thus mysterious, it is natural that 
they should be ascribed to that name in which all 
mysteries are bound up. If no explanation can be 
given why we should not steal when it is clearly ex- 


pedient, it usefully cuts off the call for explanation to 


say God commands it. 

I will not review the historical evidence that moral 
law has its dawn in religious law, and that in its 
infancy the human conscience everywhere judges of 
right and wrong from the standpoint of man’s im- 
mortal nature and divine environment. The first 
structures in history were the religious piles on which 
sacrifices were burnt to appease the offended gods; 
the first observations of nature, of the flight of birds, 
of the powers of plants, of the winds and the stars, 
were by the oracles to discover the will of the gods; 
the first notions of right were of that which the gods 
would reward; of wrong, that which the gods would 
punish. 


Science, in which I include the sum of human 


knowledge gathered by observation of facts, and phi- 


losophy, in which I include the trained power of rea- 
soning from any premises of fact to their legitimate 
conclusions and inferences, hav it no more within 
their scope to furnish us with a moral standard, are 
no more able to prove that one act is right and an- 
other wrong, than they are to point out whether or 
not there is a life beyond the grave. It is as foreign 
from their function as it is from that of mathematics, 
sculpture, music, or gymnastics. 

Science may be defined as the observation, collec- 
lion, and classification of phenomena, with the view 
of tracing the relations of causation between them, 
i. €., the power of two or more phenomena to produce 
a third. It has to do therefore with secondary causes 
only, 7. e., with causes which are themselvs caused. 

If nitrogen and oxygen gases in mechanical union 
always form air, and never form anything else, and 
if air is never formed otherwise, then it is a law of 
physical science that these two substances in this 
mode of union form air. But if neither of these sub- 
stances is capable of being resolved into any other 
constituent substances, then the question who or what 
creates oxygen or nitrogen is a religious question, be- 
cause it belongs in the domain of the unknowable ; 
i. ¢., if answered at all, it must be answered by an as- 
sumption which commends itself to our faith merely. 
It is so answered when it is said either that God 
makes them, that Jupiter makes them, or that evolu- 
tion makes them, or that they are not made. 

Apply the scientific mode of deducing a law to 
morals. You first carefully collate the statistics 
of crime and immorality, and learn that the ratio 
of vice to virtue, and of crime to morality, recurs in a 
definit connection with certain causes, such as pov- 
erty, heredity, race, and mal-education, as harvest 
follows seedtime. At last you grind out your law of 
social science concerning crime. What isit? That 
in a population of three hundred thousand, a murder 
is due once a month, and in the ratio for the year of 


by Scandinavians, Englishmen; and Scotchmen, one 
by American whites, and one by American blacks., 
Nine of the murders must be by persons having no 
trade, three by persons of education, and so on. So 
a robbery is due once a fortnight, thefts twice a day, 
and lying every two seconds. The law of social 
science as much requires that the representativs of 
the various nationalities shall come forward with their 
proper ratio of crime, as the state laws require that 
the states’ attorney shall be ready with his indict- 
ment, or the sheriff with his rope. There would bea 
screw loose somewhere if the robbery which was due 
once a fortnight went over into the third week. The 
law of social science would need a revision to account 
for this lapse, this backwardness on the part of the 
criminal classes in coming forward. Not that social 
science is to be despised. But its cure for crime 
would be found in some far-off amendment in our 


legislation on some economical question, or in our 


transportation policy, or in our currency laws, which 
would revive morality by material means, diffusing 
wealth and promoting industry. But obviously 
social science could furnish no standard of reform 
which could work on the individual like a policeman'a 
club or Brother Moody's hell. Perhaps some will 
say, moral laws can ‘be framed by science. When 
medical science succeeds in framing any laws of 
hygiene which will be as generally agreed upon as 
the current rules of morality are, it will be time 
enough to discuss this question. Meanwhile the rule 
for finding health is the same as the miner's rule for 
finding gold, viz., * Where you find it, there it is." 

I thought the rule “keep your head cool and your 
feet warm” was pretty sound until I met a physician 
in New York who went up Broadway in December in 
a fur cap and slippers, and who seemed to prove that 
the true rule is *keep your head warm and your feet 
cool" And now, alas ! i 

His scalpels rust, 

His bones are dust, 
and if we may be permitted to attach a theological 
department to a scientific man: 

i His soul has gonc 
To heaven, I trust. z 

His studies in the science of hygiene having killed 
him, he is prevented from practicing it upon others. 

I once knew a baby which if it could hav been 
nursed like Romulus by a wolf might hav lived. For 
when it cried, the wolf would hav either tossed it up . 
or eaten it up, and either course would hav stopped - 
the pain in its stomach. But being in charge of its 
young mother, the science of hygiene came along at 
two dollars a call and revealed that rocking the baby 
made it dizzy, that tossing it up would crook its legs, 
and that letting it lie and ery it out would strengthen 
its lungs. So, four successiv babies died of the 
science of hygiene, a larger loss probably than any 
female wolf ever met with. 

Mankind do not greatly err for want of sufficient 
harmony over the question what is morally right and 
wrong. They agree so well uponit that moral idiots, 
men who do not know right from wrong, are seldom 
found except among men and women of the very 
highest reasoning powers. 

So use your own as not to injure your neighbor ; 

The marriage of one man to one woman; 

The nurture of children by both their parents, 
and their obedience to both ; 

Telling the truth, except ag literary fictions may 
be made the means of conveying a higher truth ; 

Covet not one’s neighbor's goods; i 

Loving one’s neighbor; the duty of industry, ete. 

Some moral rules such as these, except that, in the 
case of marriage, polygamy is substituted in barba- 
rous periods, are universally accepted in theory, and 
are continually though exceptionally violated in prac- 
tice. In insuring obedience to these and other moral 
duties, it is usually assumed that religion is the chief 
factor. This may be true if we comprehend in 
religion all the anterior causes which go to make 
one’s religion what it is, which point its tendencies as 
the winds point the weather-cock. 

These causes, in the order of their relativ impor- 
tance, are: First, race, including all those differences 
of history, residence of ancestry, location, climate, 
food, and past education and institutions which go to 
make up race. Second, heredity, or the bias which 
each child inherits from his parent or ancestor, and 
which stands associated with peculiarities in his 
brain, nervous system, and body, which cause and 
constitute his physical personal identity, and whereby 
we distinguish him from others. Heredity constantly 
tends to restore the ancestral type; education and 
experience to weaken it. Thirdly, education, which 
is the aptness with which the capacity of the indi- 
vidual is developed to obtain the gratification of his 
normal desires and social wants by means which are 
consistent with the welfare of society and with the 
moral standards; fourthly, industry, or the regular 
preoccupation of the mind with alternating periods 
of useful productiv work, exhilarating amusement, 
and healthy repose; fifthly, wealth, or the ability to 
command the services of our fellow-men in a degree 
adequate to the gratification of our desires, by means 
and exchanges which promote the best interests of 


five among Irishmen, three among Germans, two society and conform to moral standards; and, sixthly, 
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religion, or the sense of acting under motivs derived 
aot our assumed immortality and responsibility to 
od. 

An African Kaffer can be converted into a Ohris- 
tian of his sort, perhaps, by a present of ostrich feath- 
ers, or beads, or spelling-books, or rum; but he and 
his descendants for a thousand years would hav to 
bequeath their slowly-improving stock to the dust in 
repeated failures before a Christian of the order of 
Jonathan Edwards or Wm. E. Channing or David 
Swing would result. To bring the connection be- 
tween physique and faith home to our daily observa- 
lion go into any Methodist church in Chicago. 
There is probably not a person of the Saxon type, 
light hair, round face, yellow freckles, blue eyes, in 
the entire church, except as an accident, or a visitor, 
ora heretic. All are dark, as if the entire stock of 
the blood of the early Romans had been reserved for 
them. The same sanguin-bilious temperament which 
carried the Roman eagles from the Ganges to Gib- 
raltar indicates that that congregation believes in 
headship, executiv force; in a bishop, not in a synod 
nor in individual independence. In politics they will 
vote for a general; in criminal law they will go for 
hanging; in suppressing à riot they believe in grape 
and canister first and then—persuasion. In suppress- 
ing intemperance they would knock out the head of 
the barrel and hang its owner. In theology they 
would be ashamed of a creed that had not a substan- 
tial hell. Even their prayers are not unfrequently as 
full of force as if they were tournaments in which the 
blessing was to be wrestled for and. borne off by the 
bishop of the most stentorian lungs, as of old the 
guerdon was won by the knight of the strongest 
lance. Being of the Roman type, their church gov- 
ernment must be military, worthy of their founder, 
John Wesley, who was first cousin to the Duke of 
Wellington, by the same right as sanguin-bilious 
religion is always first cousin to the bayonet. 

Contrast with these the Baptists and Congrega- 
tionalists, universally of the Saxon type, flaxen hair, 
blue eyes, round and red or freckled cheeks, broad, 
not high, heads—congregational because too jealous 
of their liberties to yield even as much control to 
others as is essential to organization. The same ele- 
ment is in their blood which made Germany Protes- 
tant and divided it into petty principalities; which 
made Englishmen the authors of parliamentary free- 
dom; which places Plymouth church, Brooklyn, 
above denominational control, and teaches a Dutch- 
man instinctivly that for him to sell or drink beer is 
nobody’s business. Every flaxen-haired Saxon is his 
own hero, bishop, king, and Kaiser. 
^ Between these is the PresByterian type, aristocratic 
but practical, prone to deliberation, believing more 
in thought than force; cautious, consulting, senato- 
rial, with a physique spare, straight, and free from 
surplus matter, heads high and narrow, men who in 
every stage of the world’s history hav been its bar- 
ons, generals, senators; hav led its good families, 
fenced in their gens with every wall that could main- 
tain gentility, and hav never forgotten in any theory 
of human equality that blood will tell, and that you 
cannot make a silver whistle out of a sow's ear. 
Their type physically is a blending of that of the 
Scotch lairds, Danish thanes, and the Norman barons. 

While physical peculiarities, which, from being pre- 
dominant in certain races, hav become associated 
with them in history, thus control religions types, a 
good common-school education and a moderate com- 
petency are the two legs on which the Protestant 
church-member walks into his church. But for them 
he would not be there at all. Protestantism is a 
religion for saving intelligent and comfortable people, 
not from hell, but from isolation, which is its earthly 
equivalent, by reminding them of things they already 
know in terms eloquent enough to giv them a spice 
of novelty. It is not so much banishment from God 
as from society that the Protestant ordinarily dreads. 
Take away from Protestants half their education and 
they would be Catholics. Take away their competen- 

: cies and they would stay at home and hav no religion 
in particular until they could afford it. 

Religion, therefore, is the resultant expression of 
the anterior forces of the race, heredity, education, 
industry, and wealth. Practically, industry alone has 
far more to do with the maintenance of morality than 
any tenets. Pride of family, social ambition, eto., 
are also powerful means to the same end. 

And now we come to our main question: What are 
the positiv and direct influences of religion in the 
ageregate over morals? The different religions of 
the world hav enjoyed very diverse reputations in 
this regard. In China, to-day, neither the irreligious 
nor religious class looks upon religion as having any- 
thing to do with practical morality. A Chinaman is 
moral only in proportion as he is rich. Mencius and 
Confucius are philosophers rather than religionists, 
but the worship of Joss is a species of incantation 
for charming away evils. The Greek and Roman 
mythologies made worship a means of securing tem- 
poral blessings, and they deified the sensual nature 
of man by dedicating temples to every lust and pas- 
sion, ina manner that led to what would now be re- 
garded as the most gross and bestial immoralities. 


Indeed, in Greece and Rome, history concedes that it 
was the philosophers, not the priests, who taught 
morals. There was nothing that looked like heaven 
and hell, in our sense, in them, except in the Eleusin- 
ian mysteries. The few who were admitted to these 
were shown the raptures of the blessed and the tor- 
ments of the wicked quite after the style subsequently 
adopted into Christianity, and were pointed to a 
naked, sinless child as the state to which the soul 
must come which would escape hell and attain 
heaven. Indeed, the Eleusinian mysteries prefigured 
the Christian doctrin of heaven, hell, and salvation 
through righteousness more remarkably than any- 
thing in the Old Testament. The very language of 
Jesus, “ Except ye become as little children ye shall 
in nowise enter into the kingdom of heaven,” was 
but a spoken transcript of the doctrin which for a 
thousand years, dramatically presented, had illu- 
mined the mysteries of Eleusis. Buddhism makes 
benevolence the sum of all virtues. Mohammedan- 
ism, with the exception of its hostility to the use of 
wine, has scarcely a moral tone of any kind. Itis a 
mere policy of insurance for securing heavenly bliss 
in consideration of an earthly premium of so many 
prayers a day to Allah. Christianity has at times 
degenerated into a similar condition, but it has at 
most periods had infinitly more to do with morals 
than any other religion. No other religion is so 
distinctly supernatural in its claims, nor so aggressiv 
in assuming charge of moral conduct. 

What we shall hereafter say will be confined, there- 
fore, mainly to the moral influences of the Christian 
religion, except where others are mentioned. 

: . (TO BE CONTINUED.) 


Old-time Orthodoxy.. 


Some fifty-eight years ago (1828-30), the writer, 
with his friends, was seriously alarmed for the pres- 
ervation of our republic from the vigorous assaults of 
the dominant orthodox priesthood. "Their plan was 
to enforce the idea that this was a Christian govern- 
ment, on the strength of which their idea was to 
unite church and state. 

A review of the battle-field might not be uninter- 
esting even at this late date. The Bible and Tract 
societies and all religious orthodox bodies acted as a 
unit in this one controling effort, and, had their ob- 
ject been praiseworthy, would hay elicited praise. 
The program, without much effort at concealment, 
was this: Sunday was to be acknowledged and en- 
forced asa legal constitutional ** Sabbath," and as 
such all violations of its sanctity were to be piously 
and criminally prosecuted. ' All Sunday traffic was 
to be suspended—even the carrying of the United 
States mail! No vessel was to weigh anchor 
for sea on Sunday. No livery stable man was 
to hire for pleasure horses or vehicles for Sunday 
recreation. All public avenues to and from the city 
were to be closed. All public ferries were to be sus- 
pended on Sundays. All ice cream aud pleasure gar- 
dens were to be closed on Sunday. And, in fine, a 
man’s religious belief and piety were to be a test of 
his fitness for office. 

It would hardly be believed at this late day to 
what extremes some of these pious fanatics carried 
their ideas of godliness. One Rev. Dr. Strong, in 
Albany, in 1826 asserted that the existence of the 
republic up to this period was to him a wonder, as it 
had never been blessed with a Christian president. 
From Washington down, all, all, were Infidels. 
Washington and the whole crew were disbelievers in 
the holy Bible. He predicted dire calamity to New 
York city, inasmuch as its new sheriff, Mr. M. M. 
Noah, was a birthright Jew. 

From an old undisturved colonial custom a few 
chains had been allowed before the street doors of 
some of the old churches. Hence, taking advantage 
of this custom, every obscure place of prayer or puri- 
tanical pious fervor—save the Quaker meeting-houses 
and the Jewish synagogs—ran chain obstructions be- 
fore their doors, much to the annoyance of travelers. 
On the principle that the end justifies the means, 
monster petitions were placed before Congress with 
signatures obtained from factories, school-children, 
poor-houses, and hospitals. General Jackson, Henry 
Clay, Webster, Sam Houston, and Adams were then 
before the political world, and were promptly inter- 
rogated by the saints in regard to their religious 
faiths. Of course, the tallest kind of lying was 
indulged in. Each demurely admitted that he was a 
sinner and needed the prayers of all good Christians. 

This was the state of affairs when Miss Frances 
Wright, the champion of Freethought—the pupil of 
the elder Robert Owen, the admired of General La- 
fayette, the coadjutor of Robert Dale Owen—arrived 
in New York in 1821. It is thought that the collapse 
of the nefarious orthodox scheme might be dated 
from this period. Her radical utterances soon 
brought down upon her the maledictions of all the 
saints, and incredible falsehoods were vented against 
her. But she was even more thana Joan of Are. 
Joan, it is true, accomplished the liberation of a 
thankless kingdom, and deservedly receives the ad- 
miration of the world; but Miss Wright strove for 
the emancipation of a world of shackled thinkers. 


From her “ Hall of Science” in New York emanated 
a series of debates and debaters which seemed to set 
the world in a furor of thinking. This, together 
with her own personal classic lectures at the old 
Park Theater and in other cities on the subject of 
Freethought, begot a spirit of investigation which 
has ever since been on ward. Almost the first indica- 
tion of rebellion against orthodoxy was the general 
destruction of these puritanical Sunday chains. The 
impetuosity of our city firemen could brook no ob- 
struction in the passage of their “mercheens;” so 
down came chains, posts, and all Even the time- 
venerated chains of “old Trinity” fell before the 
firemen’s axe. For our old firemen (as we all know) 
* were of purer eyes than to behold iniquity.” 

It would be pleasant and instructiv to dwell upon 
the labors and excellences of this talented heroin in 
the early days of Freethought, but we can only 
recommend a perusal of her biography by Mr. D. M. 
Bennett, in his biographical sketches of “ The World's 
Sages and Thinkers,” for sale at Tan TRUTH SEEKER S 
bookstore. 

Such was the effect of free discussion that it seemed 
to impregnate even the orthodox churches. It 
seemed to arouse a restless spirit of inquiry into all 
subjects connected with human emancipation. It 
was like the explosion of a dynamite bomb among 
this apathetic, bigoted body of orthodox saints. It 
evidently gave an additional impetus to our cham- 
pions of antislavery. It provoked an inquiry into 
man’s inherent rights, and thinkers began to take 
sides even among the saints, little dreaming where 
the principle of emancipation would “ fetch up ?” 

About this time several reverends of talent, and in 
high estimation, in their holy fervor became some- 
what logical, and in bad odor with their flocks, by 
carrying this penchant too far. One Dr. Cox, pastor 
of a fashionable church at St. John's Park, in des- 
canting on our blessed Lord and. Savior, described 
him personally as not being of the pure Caucasian 
lineage, but rather oriental, of dark complexion, 
with curly locks, or what would now be termed “a 
gentleman of color." This was too much even for 
some of his patrician saints, hence a schism. It was, 
in fact, too much even for orthodoxy. His enemies 
wickedly asserted that he had made it clear that our 
blessed Redeemer was a nigger! The learned doc- ` 
tor was publicly insulted in the streets, and the win- 
dows of his once popular tabernacle were summarily 
demolished. D. Bruce. 

Brooklyn, E. D. 


Growth of the Productiv Power. 

The power of production hus been so largely increased of 
late years that it is estimated that five men can now accom- 
plish as much as six mer could in 1870 or eight men in 1850. 
At this rate of knocking off a man every ten years we shall 
eventually reach a time when only one man in fifty will hav 
to do any work at all and when & day's labor may be done 
before breakfast. — Daily Paper. 

And when this time comes, what is to become of 
the unemployed underour present competitiv system. 
Tariff and anti-tariff sinks into insignificance along- 
side of this gigantic question. Machinery in the last 
twenty-five years has trebled production and at the 
same time thrown one-fourth of the skilled laborers 
out of employment, and made them in a manner non- 
consumers. The capitalist buys the machine and 
reaps all the benefit, while the workingman is forced 
to take the lowest wages he can be starved into ac- 
cepting, for the competition in labor is increased by 
every new machine the capitalist puts to work. There 
has to be some system devised in place of this com- 
petitiv one, by which the workingman may reap a fair 
share of the profit made at his expense by the aid of 
machinery. This will be done, and the sooner the 
rich monopolists see it and apply the remedy, the 
better it will be for all, for if they resist and refuse 
to apply the remedy, they hav not seen the last of 
such scenes as took place at East St. Louis but yes- 
terday. I am glad to see that some men are willing 
to adopt the following plan, whichis a long step in 
the right direction. I inclose it in a slip that I cut 
out of a paper. I think the firm deserves a free ad- 
vertisment for leading the way by which the working- 
man may get simple justice : 

AvBern, ME.—On Saturday last the firm of A. Cushman & 
Co., shoe mannfacturers, laid before a meeting of their 750 
employees the detailsof a plan whereby the net profits of the 
business shall be divided among the workmen. The work- 
men will receive as high wages as are paid by competing 
firms. The services as managers of the members of the frm 
will be compensated by stated salaries, interest on the plant, 
and a reasonable amount for wear and tear will be allowed,’ 
and the balance of the earnings will be distributed among the 
men in the proportion that the labor of each contributes to 
the product. The employees appointed a committee to help 
carry out the plan. 


Steubenville, O. Joun Downes. 


na a 

IaxaTrus.—In December, a.p. 115, the Emperor 
Trajan was stopping at Antioch. A fearful earth- 
quake which lasted seven days and came near killing 
the emperor himself, created such excitement that 
Ignatius was sacrificed to appease the wrath of the 
gods. In th» absence of any further evidence on the 
subject, Ignatius has not as much claim to the title 
of a Christian martyr as one of the Salem witches.— 
Antichrist. 
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Chicago Secular News. 

Last Sunday one of our pious and aristocratic 
Presbyterian congregations was worked up to a high 
degree of indignation by the presence, in the midst 
of their sweet hour of prayer, of a case of competi- 
tion altogether too severe for their pastor—the din of 
a lot of louder blowers than himself. While he, with 
his prime cheek, was bravely appealing to a personal 
God he knows does not exist, a Dutch band, with 
brazen instruments, put a climax on his prayer, and 
a number of old bald-heads in the congregation were 
ihrown into such a state of excitement that attacks of 
apoplexy are hourly expected. They wanted to rush 
out and annihilate the band, but a sober second 
thought reminded them that such matters were at- 
tended with some risk, and as none of them cared to 
“fight for Jesus just now,” they concluded to post- 
pone the matter to some other time, or call upon the 
police. This church is situated on the north side and 
picnic parties hav been accustomed on Sundays to 
march past on their way to the many groves, headed 
by bands of music; but this freedom from theological 
tyranny is doomed to disappear by the almighty 
edict of Captain Schaack, the swashbuckling bully of 
the Chicago avenue bastile At the close of the 
services, it is said, some two hundred male members 
of the congregation marched in procession to the 
police station to complain of the above disturbance of 
their devotions. When Schaack saw the crowd com- 
ing he fancied they were some of Spies's supporters, 
and it is said that he fainted, and needed a couple of 
tumblers of water dashed into his face to bring him 
to. He was then so rejoiced at his deliverance that 
he promised that no Dutch bands should desecrate on 
Sundays any streets in the vicinity of said church, 
and that the police should be instructed to keep them 
several blocks away until an ordinance should be 
passed suppressing music on the streets on the 
* blessed Sabbath” altogether. A petition was then 
signed by those present to the common council ask- 
ing for an ordinance to abolish musical parades on 
Sunday. So yousee that our public streets are no 
longer publie property, and police are to be paid to 
enforce their immunity from disturbing strains while 
worshiping, not the God of the United States, but 
that of old Abe—the original old Abe—Ike and Jake 
et al. The petition is to be circulated among all the 
churches, and the Young Men's Christian Association 
are to affix their X mark on it. The council will 
scarcely dare iguore so powerful, important, aud 
“altogether lovely” a lot of citizens, so they think. 

Captain Schaack was exposed by Spies and others 
some time ago for outraging a young girl who was 
held for some petty larceny. Although the evidence 
was conclusiv, this worthy remains in power, and 
anyone supposed to hav the slightest sympathy with 
the Anarchists is pounced upon by him and treated 
to a dose of the “sweat-box” and other tortures. 
That this is no exaggeration will be seen by reading 
this excerpt from this morning’s paper :. 

Captain Schaack has at last admitted the truth concerning 
Julius Oppenheimer. Shortly after the Desplaines street riot 
of May 4th the man was arrested aud placed in a cell at the 
East Chicago Avenue station. No churge was placed against 
him, and nobody knew where he was until a liberated pris- 
oner informed his friends that Julius was a prisoner in Cap- 
tain Schaack’s dungeon. It seems that after being in the 
place for weeks Oppenheimer became aware that another 
prisoner had been locked up near enough to him to admit of 
conversation. To him Oppenheimer told his story, saying 
that he was there under no charge, was treated as any pris- 
oner, and had been in confinement for over six weeks. He 
begged the man to do something for him when he got out. 

, Information was conveyed to the prisoner's friends, but they 
say tiat. when they attempted to see him the police at the 
East Chicago Avenue station Would not admit that they had 
such a man at all. 

The burgomaster was not slow in expressing his opiniou 
of, the newspapers who hav been uncomfortably truthful in 
speaking of North Side affairs, but had it not been for those 
Selfsame newspapers Oppenheimer and other unfortunates 
who hav the ill luck to fall into the clutches of the North 
Side despot might rot in his dungeon cells, with nobody the 
wiser. “ Mysterious disappearances” hav been frequent of 
late, and it might be in order to search the cells of the East 
Chicago Avenue police station. 


When Sergeant Montgomery was questioned by 
another reporter if he thought they had a right to act 
that way, as it was plainly in violation of law, that 
worthy, a fair sample of his superior officer, said, 
“We don't care a damn for the law; we are doing as 
we like here, and are goiug to keep on doing it." 

The advent of A. R. Parsons in court on Monday 
was a genuin surprise to the Chicago detectivs. 
Some two hundred had been hunting for him all over 
the country. It was nob a surprise to the writer, as 
counsel for the defense had asked for his opinion on 
the matter of his surrender. It shows the complete 
innocence of Parsons. That a man able to elude the 
whole force of the police and newspapers should sur- 
render himself is prine facie evidence of both inno- 
cence and heroism. Judge Gary’s rulings on the 
examination of witnesses are so astoundingly partial 
that Captain Black told the writer this morning that. 
even were his clients convicted the instrument would 
not be worth the paper it was written on, as the 
Supreme Court would be compelled to reverse the 
decision. Nevertheless, they expect to prove their 


.nnocence, even before such jurymen as the sheriff 
a 


the roll of citizen voters. 

The cases of faith cures reported at Tolono, Ill, 
hay been cruelly robbed of their wonderful religious 
aspect by the statements of the two physicians who 
attended the lady supposed to hav been so miracu- 
lously cured, which statements doubtless you hav 
received ere this. E. A. STEVENS. 

(—— 


The Fent in Wayne Co., New York. 


The Tent was pitched for the first time in the 
season of 1886, on Thursday, June 17th, in the village 
of Marion, Wayne county, N. Y. 

The most bitter and determined opposition was 
manifested, and every endeavor possible made to 
keep people away; even those who never attended 
church were warned “if they went to the Tent lect- 
ure they would be marked just so long as they lived 
in Marion. Yet many attended who never, under 
ordinary circumstances, could hav been induced to 
listen to facts against Christianity and in favor of 
Secularism. 

I circulated a large number of copies of Tus 
Tnuru SEEKER; only two copies (so far as I could 
learn) eame to grief. One dear, devout follower of 
the meek and lowly who “believed every word of her 


Bible, especially the New Testament,” and so, of 
course, desired to * Prove all things, hold fast to that 
which is good" (1'Thes. v, 21), snatched a copy from 
the hands of her *lord and master" and tore it up, 
throwing the pieces in the street. 

Another gentle Christian of the masculin gender 
snatched a copy from the hands of a young lady, and, 
with harsh, bitter denunciation, tore it in two and 
flung it in the road. Doubtless the pieces were 
picked up, and, if by some honest-hearted persons, 
will lead them from the horror of fierce sectarian 
hate to the more ennobling principles of Secularism. 
Thus the good seed sown in bitterness will yield 
fruit of truth, and incite to ministrations of love and 
gentleness. Mrs. Reynolds delivered her lecture, 
“A Woman's Reasons for the Gospel of Humanity,” 
on Sunday evening, and this redoubled the excite- 
ment, and set the already sectbing caldron of bigotry 
to boiling over, and it made a most savage splutter- 
ing. The little village is terribly excited, but the 
more rational of them are reading their Bible to make 
sure for themselvs what il teaches. The discussion 
with Rev. Boyes, Baptist minister at Williamson, re- 
sulted in large attendance each of the three evenings 
despite the unfavorable weather. 

The Rev. Boyes was one of those who “rushed in 
where angels fear to tread.” TI loaned him a number 
of Liberal books and a large assortment of Truru 
SEEKERS, so he could learn something of the teach. 
ings of Secularism. He was sadly lacking in knowl- 
edge of Bible, history, theology, or politics. He oc- 
cupied one-half hour in showing copies of Tue Trurn 
Szzxzn and expatiating on the cartoons, convulsing 
the audience with laughter. In bebalf of the Truth 
Seeker Company I returned grateful thanks for the 
very excellent advertisment, and added, what he had 
omitted, subseription price was only $3 per year— 
four months for $1. 

Rev. Boyes did the best he could, and I admired 
his stick-to-it-ivness. The third night he changed the 
order to forty-five minute speeches instead of thirty, 
and after the discussion felt so keenly his defeat that 
he tried to harang the audience, but they beat a 
rapid retreat. The Christians say it was not fair, on 
account of their champion’s lack of ability. But 
Boyes was the best they could get to discuss the 
question. 

On Friday, June 25th, I pitched the tent here at 
Palmyra; shall remain over July 5th, and then go 
to Montezuma, N. Y., where, thanks to those indom- 
itable champions of Secularism, Ross and Travis, the 
way is well prepared for effectual Tent labor. 

If the New York Freethinkers’ Association Conven- 
tion is held at White Sulphur Springs, I shall go 
with Tent from Montezuma to Boonton, N. J., and 
be there from July 22d to August 2d. Friends in 
New Jersey, and those on the Lehigh Valley Rail- 
road, should write me at once. 

If the meeting of the New' York Freethinkers 
Association is not held at White Sulphur Springs, I 
shall hope to reach Ballston Spa later in the season 
with the Tent. At Boonton, New Jersey, I hope to 
be joined by friend Kramer, who will for the balance 
of the season fill the arduous duties of Tentmaster, 
which duties prove too severe a tax on me. 

I hope every Liberal in the state will write to 
Tur Trurnm Seeker expressing wishes in tegard to the 
Convention, and that a large, enthusiastic: and glo- 
rious success may result. C. B. Iteynonps. 

-«— 0 -«— È 
Spiritual Photography. 

It was my intention to furnish at this time a re- 
port of the proceedings of the Investigating Com- 
mittee on June 20th and 23d, but an unexpected 
circumstance makes further delay desirable. The 
members of the committee wish an opportunity to 
confer upon their report, which will giv all the re-; 
sults attained up to that time. 

* Henry M. PARKHURST. 


The funeral of Mr. Wiliam Rowe, who died 
Thursday, June 24th, took place at his late residence, 
Hackensack Bridge, N. J., on Sunday, June 27th. 
Mr. Rowe was in his sixty-ninth year. Besides 
relativs, a large number of sympathizing friends at- 
tended. There were present many of the member of 
the original Land Reform Association, among whom 
Andrew 


were the veteran Lewis Masquerier, 
H. Day, David Peirson, Henry Beeny, Frank. 
M. Smith, Dr. Weeks, Victor Drury, William 


anson, Samuel Leavitt, J. K. Ingalls, Henry 
Macdonough, and others from this city, besides 
his associates in Bergen and Jersey City. Mr. 
Ingalls delivered an address at the house, and a 
favorite poem of the deceased, “ When We Lay Us 
Down to Sleep,” was recited at the grave, as he had 
requested. He was buried in a beautiful plot in 
Arlington cemetery, near Newark. The following 
extracts are from Mr. Ingalls’s address: 

Dear Friznns: We are assembled to pay our tribute to 
the memory of our brother Rowe, and to do the offices 
which circumstance and custom require. The mysteries of 
life and death are beyond our mental grasp. We know only 
that we are a part of the Infinit life, and can never be 
severed from it. Our dear friend was at an early age en- 
frauchised from those fears which darken and depress the 
mind. His natural love of truth, his deep and conscientious 
regard for right, his broad love of mankind, left no room for 


superstition. It was enough for him to be alive and able to 
do. In service he found security, in duty pleasure, in love 
law. 


Jt seems scarcely necessary to say that our brother has 
laid him down to sleep at last in peace with his own mind 
and with all men. If he is to appear before another and 
higher tribunal, it will be as a friend of his fellow-being, as 
an advocate of truth, as a worker for all that ennobles and 
elevates the human soul. 

With such a record the grave can hav no terror, death no 
fear. It is the laying down of the tired body. It is the 
closing of our earthday’s labor, the sinking of the sun be- 
hind the hills, after its appointed hours of giving light and 
warmth to the earth. Our brother’s life, his work, is over, 
and has now become a part of the possession of the race. 

He has builded well. Into the most ordinary duties he has 
put his best strength, his best capacities, and wrought faith- 
fully everywhere. Whoever has dealt with him in any way 
has found him conscientious and upright. 

In his social and domestic relations he was simply a true 
man. And though the loss of such a husband, such a friend, : 
is by so much the more severe, so is our consolation so much 
the ereater, that our lives hav been freshened and upheld by 
relation to so noble a nature, and so true a friend. 

After his removal to New York he became acquainted with 
George II. Evans from whom he first received the ideas 
about land ownership, which after became to liim a ‘ gospel 
of good will to men." This cause never afterward lacked 
his devotion and friendly aid. 

Aud he lived to see these ideas go out and spread far and 
wide, until the poet, the philosopher, and scientist hav taken 
up their advocacy and acknowledged their relation to all 
po itical equality, and to social economy and true religion as 
well, ^ 

With but limited time, taken often from the requisit rest 
from exhausting toil, and with meager opportunities, he took 
up the study of the question in all its bearings upon industry 
and social life, and with his plain but vigorous modes of 
thought solved it. "There were unity and symmetry in his 
thought; he was consistent with himself. One had 
only to inquire what was right on any important question to 
know where to find William Rowe. 

Of his relation to religion in its popular sen:e I desire to 
say a word. He was no scoffer at things held sacred by 
others of sincere mind. But he was impatient of the shal- 
low hypocrisies of the worldly religions, and of. every 
priestly wile to enslave the minds of the timid but confiding 
people. 

To the superstitious idea of evil he he opposed the natural 
conception that evil springs from ignorance and misdirec- 
tion. Good he placed in the utility of actions, evil in thc 
mis-estimation of what would be productiv of good to self 
orothers. Hefound the great stimulus to greed and unlim- 
ited eratifieatlon of desire to depend upon the ability to ob- 
tain it at the cost of another than one's self. This consti- 
tutes the sin of slavery, monopoly, or any class rule which 
puts it in the power of one to gratify desire at anothers 
expense. 

‘hus, our brother had formed for himself an economic, 
moral, and even religious standard. Reduced to practice, it 
was to make him faithful in whatever he did, to take never 
what another had earned, to pay himself the cost of every 
satisfaction. 

With each feeling of sorrow and regret for the loss we hav 
sustained. there arises an assuring consciousness that to hav 
beenrelated, to hav been known and been loved by so true a 
man has madebrighter and richer ourown lives ; thatthe world 
is better that such a noble life lias been and Jabored in it; and 
that although that life is now spent, and liis work now done, 
they will leave their influence on lives still here, and render 
easier and lighter the burdens which the poor and unfriended 
hav to bear. He was “the friend of the poor? in its best and 
truest sense, and as such will be remembered. 

— eo 


Lectures 2nd Meetings. 


Tim Spiritualists and Liberalists of southwest Michigan 
wil hold their annual five-day camp-meeting st Lake Cora, 
near Pawpaw, August 5th to 9th. Speakers engaged: O. P. 
Kellogg, of Ohio, and Mrs. E. C. Woodruff, of Michigan. 


Do 
W. F. Jamizson is engaged to deliver the Fourth of July 
oration at Wentworth, Dakota. Ile will also deliver twe 
lectures on Sunday. The three following Sundays he will 
hold grove meetings in Sterling Center, Delavan, and Elysian 
Lake. Address at Lake City, Minn. 


Epwarp B. Avziine, one of the best of the English 
scientific and Freethought lecturers, will make a visit to this 
country this fall, and would like to make engagements for 
lectures before Frecthought and Socialistic societies. His 
fees will be moderate. Parties desiring his services will 
please address W. L. Rosenburg, 261 East Tenth street, New 
York city. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JULY 3, 1886. 
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News and Notes. 
SHOSHONE FALLS. 


On Saturday morning at 4 o'clock I left my snug 
quarters at the Dewey House, Shoshone, for a 
twenty-five-mile ride over the lava-beds to the now- 
famous Shoshone Falls, which every traveler must 
witness, for it is one of the grandest spectacles on 
the continent. The ride was exceedingly uncomfort- 
able, for the weather had changed ; dark clouds were 
in the sky, and furious gales from the enormous icy 
ranges of the North swept the air and cut to the’skin 
like a razor. On the bleakest hills of New England, 
where the snow lies six feet deep, I never suffered 
more from the cold. But the horses sped along at a 
glorious rate, and the onward motion kept my cour- 
‘ave to “the sticking place." I earnestly longed for 
the beams of the rising sun to decorate tue endless 
wastes of sage brush and bleak buttes that rose here 
and there, relics of a once tremendous voleanic up- 
heaval. It did rise, and a breezy warmth seemed ‘to 
come with its opening smile. But, alas! the glory 
was only for a moment, for soon the' king of day was 
enveloped in thick folds of cloud, from which it did 
not emerge for the rest of the journey. In four 
hours, however, we had traversed the desert. Tor 
the last few miles we could see the floating mist of 
the mighty cataract in the gray of the morning, ris- 
ing to the hight of nearly two thousand feet above 
the surging base. We could hear only the faint 
noise of the falls, like the distant roll of the ocean. 
All of a sudden, in the turn of the winding road, we 
came upon the wonderful grandeur of the scenery. 
We were at the top of immense walls of molten rock 
of every variety of shape, and one thousand feet be- 
low we saw the circular valley and the glistening wa- 
ters. It was a magnificent picture, unsurpassed for 
ruggedness, wildnéss, sublimity, and terror. It 
seemed to stretch away like a palace of the giants, a 
fit place for the Walpurgis Night’s Revel, where 
witches and devils and ghosts and hobgoblins might 
hav all that was appropriate to their tremendous 
pranks. Tam O'Shanter never looked upon a scene 
half so bewildering in its grotesque and awful en- 
chantments. What a terribly hot time nature must 
hav had of it a million years ago in these vast gorges 
—a blazing hell suddenly covered with illimitable 
billows, like cold water upon heated glass, and at 
once the boiling mass breaks into ten thousaud ruins, 
while the busy waves mold the countless fragments 
into massiv shapes, that giv a marvelous setting to the 
floods that pour down the descent of two hundred 
and seventy feet. Snake river is indeed a very 
remarkable river. It winds about through an im- 
mense extent of country like the coils of an enormous 
serpent. Its bosom is treacherous, and its whirlpools 
will swallow trees of hundreds of feet in length, toss- 
ing them into an upright position and swallowing 
them as if they were no more than so many pins. 
The stanchest boat in one of these eddies would go 
to eternity on the lightning express. If one tumbies 
into his snakeship he is yanked under and only reap- 
pears miles away. The strongest swimmer has but 
little chance if he gets into the jaws of this monster. 
Snake river is indeed well named—brilliant, beauti- 
ful, terrible, treacherous, and deceitful; enchanting 
in its very malignity, it fascinates with its fierce 
glory, and one feels almost like jumping into its seeth- 
ing embrace of death. It made me shudder to look 
at its gleaming folds. : 

Down, down, we went along the jutting sides of 
the canyon until we struck the valley, and came upon 
the only dwelling and hotel in the place, a tent. An 
elegant building has been put up, and will soon be 
ready for visitors, but meanwhile all that we had for 
accommodation was this weatherbeaten residence. 
We were glad of it, for the rain was beginning to 
pour down just as we arrived, and we were hungry too. 

T was glad to see one woman amid these primeval 
strata. lt made me realize the human world, and I 


knew also that I would hav a good breakfast. 


There 
were a couple of romping children also, and a little 
baby, and I felt that the Garden of Eden was right 
here in his santanic majesty’s own domain. Before 
taking a bite, however, we hurried over the huge 
boulders to catch the first glimpse of the falls. We 
reached the crest of a voleanic surge and stood almost 
face to face with the thundering battalions, as with 
white banners they went over the precipitous rocks. 
Two hundred and seventy feet they went as if into a 
boiling caldron, and a cloud of steam arose as though 
from the very bosom of Dante’s Inferno; but it was 
not steam when it got to our faces, but a drenching 
inist, and we soon went back to our cabin. After the 
breakfast was over the sun seemed to be coming out, 
and we crossed the river iu a skiff about one hun- 
dred yards above the cataract. It was perfectly 
safe, for we were in the hands of a skilful boatman 
who knew all the currents of the river, but I hada 
few tremors as I saw the foaming rapids, the image 
of eternity so near; but the pleasure of the exciting 
passage. between the towering cliffs, and the view 
along the vista of mighty walls through which the 
floods leaped, would conquer fear; and indeed the 
element of apparent danger only added to the wild 
joy that one felt in this voyage right across the very 
jaws of destruction. On the other side we visited 


‘the hotel, from whence many beautiful views of the 


falls can be had. The rain, however, came down so 
furiously that we soon returned to our snug quarters 
in the tent and warmed our chilled limbs over the 
blazing fire of the kitchen stove, and watched with 
great interest the preparations for dinner, baving 
nothing else to do, for there was not a book or a 
newspaper to be had. After dinner the weather was 
quit” moody. For awhile the sun caine out brightly, 
and I sat upon the rocks and watched with dreaming 
soul the wondrous panorama that was round about 
me. I roamed through the inillion yeurs of the life of 
this planet, and dramas of terrific couvulsions passed 
before my mind’seye. Iseemed to be in the midst of 
a huge battlefield; vast castles rose athwart my 
vision—turrets and battlements; aud against these 
a thousand cohorts had rushed and fallen back in 
slaughtered ranks, and here they were petrified in 
indescribable confusion, rolled together at the base 
of these insurmountable pinnacles ; while, like a great 
organ, the cataract poured ifs iusic, sweeping 
against the cliffs like an invisible ocean pealing the 
requiem of these dead armies of the past. The sun- 
set and the moon were both drowned in heavy rains, 
and I was obliged to seek the shelter of the tent and 
go to bed early, hoping for a brilliant to-morrow. 

It came indeed, a bright Sunday in this glorious 
temple of nature. Saturday midnight my friend 
Senter, and La Munyon, a North Platte friend, too, 
came with other companions, and so there was a 
pleasant troop of pilgrims for a “Sabbath day’s 
journey.” around the falls. The rain-bows waved 
amid the everchanging clouds of inist, and flashed 
upon the brow of the cataract as if if were a lady 
fair, and the sun in ardor were decorating her with 
all colors from his glowing treasury, weaving splen- 
did jewels for the face of his jubilant bride. On the 
side where the hotel is built there ave two or three 
rocks which jut out so that one can look almost 
directly into the roaring abyss. The scene is simply 
amazing. All up and down the banks are different 
views, and from every point a new splendor is seen. 
The main thing we did on Sunday was to go down 
the trail, a sheer descent of nearly five hundred feet, 
to the banks of the river below. This descent was 
the tug of war. We had to hang on by rocks, 
bushes, stumps, ete., and to lose one's grip at times 
meant a tumble of some hundreds of feet or so. We 
had to climb up the branches of trees in order to get 
down, and down branches in order to go up, and it 
was a tortuous path indeed. . The scene at tho bot- 
tom was of surpassing loveliness. We could look at 
the falls, and they seemed, as the mists rolled away, 
to flow from the sky itself—as if a waterspout were 
bursting from the very heart of heaven—while the 
river at our feet was rolling and breaking like the 
tides of the sea. Along the base of the cliffs are 
caves and grottos with fountains and moss-covered 
arches adorned with ferns, aud grasses, and flowers, 
delicious retreats from the warm day. Some of these 
we could not visit on account of the hight of the 
waters. We penetrated, however, to the “ Vaulted 
Dome,” which is one hundred and seventy-two feet 
high, and from an openiug in the top flows a tiny 
stream. glistening in pearly drops ail the way down, 
and falling iu a sheen of spray into a crystal basin; 
and here one can take a sip of water limpid and 
sparkling as that of the springs of Helicon. Just 
outside of this fairylike chamber is the Sentinel Rock, 
two hundred feet high. There is also the Natural 
Bridge, Washingtons Profile, the Devil's Hole, the 
Bear, and the Eagles Rock, where the baldheaded 
eagle complacently nods its head and watches its 
young amid the roaring of the waters. There is a 
vast variety of secnery about these falls, and one 
could spend a week anid their stupendous surround- 
ings. 


At this time I hay seen the falls in all their volume 


and power, for the river is at its hight, but the falls 
are more beautiful when the waters are low, for then 
they are clear, and from a dark-blue break into daz- 
zling white, and the cataracts also hav more forms of 
grace, the emerald moss can be seen beneath the veil 
of waters, and the waters float like delicate lace and 
seem to run all along the rocks into streams and 
brooklets mingling and parting in a network of rain- 
bows. These falls hav not the grandeur and majesty 
of Niagara, but they ave more picturesque. They 
present a greater number of scenes. The sur- 
roundings are more magnificent, for above the falls 
are the immense bluffs which in themselvs make a 
wondrous landseape. 

We left the falls on Sunday afternoon. Our last 
view was from the top of the bluff that stretches 
from the lava beds. Here we could gaze down a 
thousand feet upon the cataract and the wide abyss. 
I crawled upon my hands and knees to the edge, and 
fairly trembled as I looked over into this awful chasm. 
Ithought the devil, or something, was drawing me 
right over and down into that dizzying mass of rocks, 
and so J crept back. I left my pilgrim staff im one 
of the cracks of the lava. I wonder if I shall find it 
there when I return. 

The ride back in the warm Sunday afternoon was 
delightful. Amid the sage brush could be seen the 
brilliant cactus flower, the bright “snowballs,” ten 
thousand daisies, and wild flowers by the multitude. 
Far off along the southern horizou could be seen the 
Goose Creek Mountains, to the westward the Nevada 
range, and to the northward the Sawtooth, all 
covered with snow and shining in the glorious atmos- 
phere. The jack-rabbits jumped up on every side 
and made quite a procession for our advancing way, 
as many as a dozen leaping along at a time with their 
enormous ears sticking up like banners. "The sunset 
was just over, and the full moon was making all the 
earth beautiful when we drove into Shoshone, and I 
went to bed with my mind full of the wonderful 
sceneries of that never-to-be-forgotten journey. It 
seemed as if I had passed through a land of enchant- 
ment, and drank of the elixir of the gods. No witch 
who ever rode through the midnight air on a broom- 
stick could hav a more exultant passage amid the 
phantasmagoria of nature's suberb freaks. I almost 
felt as if I had seen the devil himself or his throne, 

Which far 
Outshone the wealth of Ormus or of Ind; 
Or where the gorgeous Eust, with richest hand, 
Showers on her kings barbaric pearl and gold. 


On Tuesday evening Ilectured at Shoshone. On 
account of failure to secure a hall, I was obliged to 
postpone my lecture at Broadford. As no satifac- 
tory arrangements could be made at Eagle Rock, I 
gave up my appointments there. I came on directly 
from Shoshone to Dillon, Montana, where I hav re- 
ceived a delightful welcome. I lectured last evening 
in the Conrt House. The hall was filled to overtlow- 
ing, many being obliged to stand. I lecture here 
again this evening. I find this one of the brightest 
and liveliest towns I bay yet struck, and my first ex- 
perience of the Montana people is extremely agree- 
able. I am now at tho pleasant home of G. W. 
Emerick, a subscriber of Tus Truru SEEKER, one of 
the “old-timers” of this country, and he is a “rustler” 
indeed. With only twenty-four hours’ notice he gave 
me, by his tremendous energy, one of the largest 
audiences I hav had during my whole trip. With a 
few more such workers as Mi. Emerick, many a 
brilliant attack could be made which now has to be 
abandoned because there is nobody to prepare the 
way, and so indifference prevails and orthodox 
stupidity continues to reign where there might be 
some flashes of progress. There is plenty of Liberal 
force in this country. It needs organization and 
concentration. One man in Wood River said I 
ought to be hung; that shows he is beginning to 
think. He has got a new idea, although not a good 
one, so far as I am concerned, for I am in no burry 
for martyrdom ; yet, so fux as he is concerned, it is a 
new idea, and so is a blessing to him ; and if I can only 
get another one into his head with it he may be con- 
verted, The Methodist minister at Bellevue thundered 
against me on Sunday evening. He was.at my lect- 
ures, and I invited him to the platform that he might 
free his mind, but he would not meet me face to face. 
He declared from his pulpit that I ought to be struck 
dead by the hand of heaven. I suppose I must get 
my life insured at once. He said I had more liver 
than heart. Thatis a sign of good health. I had 
rather hav my liver any time than his soul. If my 
liver is all right, my spiritual welfare is assured; I 
hay the foundation for an earthly paradise. An activ, 
heretical liver is better than the whole heart of 
orthodoxy, for the liver is a living lion, while ortho- 
doxy is a dying donkey, its only sign of life being 
the faint flutter of its ears, which will make a big 
tomb for its corpse one of these days. Well, T am 
glad I made the “fur fly” on the poor orthodox 
head; perhaps it may shake a spark of life into the 
eerebellum, aud giv it a little “true inwardness," 

J shall lecture at Dillon again on Sunday afternoon 
and evening, July 18th. SAMUEL P. PUTNAM. 

Dillon, Mon., June 18, 1886. 
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Communications. 


Jefferson and the Declaration of Independence. 


The following, from en autograph letter written 
by Thomas Jefferson to Joseph Delaplain, April 12, 
1817, may be of interest to the reader: 

“ Your statements of the corrections of the Declaration of 
Independence by Dr. Franklin and Mr. Adams are neither of 
them at all correct. I should think it better to say generally 
that the rough draft was communicated to those two gentle- 
men, who each of them made 2 or 3 short and verbal altera- 
tions ouly, but even this is laying more stress on mere com- 
position than it merits, for that alone was mine; the senti- 
ments were of all America.” 


This agrees with Jefferson’s letter to Madison, in 
which he says: “I consented; I drew it; but before I 
reported it to the committee I communicated it sepa- 
rately to Dr. Franklin and Mr. Adams, requesting 
their corrections, because they were the two members 
of whose judgments and amendments I wished most 
to hay the benefit before presenting it to the com- 
mittee, and you hav seen the original paper now in 
my hands, with the corrections of Dr. Franklin and 
Mr. Adams interlined in their own handwritings. 
There alterations were two or three only, and merely 
verbal. I then wrote a fair copy, reported it to the 
. committee, and from them unaltered to Congress." 

Another statement by Jefferson is contained in his 
autograph inscription on the face of a mahogany 
writing case given to a friend by Jefferson a few 
months before his death. It is dated Monticello, 
Noy. 18, 1825, and reads as follows: 

“Thomas Jefferson givs this writing-desk to Joseph Cool- 
idge, Jr., as à memorial of his affection. The desk was 
. made from a drawing of his own, by Ben. Randall, cabinet- 
maker, of Philadelphia, with whom he lodged on his first 
arrival in that city in May, 1776 and is the identical one on 
which he wrote the Declaration of Independence.”, 

John Adams's statement (see his works, vol. 2, 
pp. 412-514) corroborates Jefferson as to the latter’s 
authorship of the Declaration, while differing some- 
what as to details, especially as to a sub-committee. 
“ Mr. Jefferson,” says Adams, “came into Congress 
in June, 1775, aud brought with him a reputation for 
literature, science, and a happy talent for composi- 
ton. Writings of his were handed about remarkable 
for their peculiar felicity of expression. Though a 
silent member in Congress, he was so prompt, frank, 
explicit, and decisiv upon committees and in conver- 
sation, that he soon seized upon my heart, and upon 
this occasion I gave him my vote and did all in my 
power to procure the vote of others. Jefferson 
proposed to me to make the draft. I said, ‘I will 
not. ‘Why? ‘Reasons enough.’ ‘What can be 
your reason? ‘Reason first: You are a Virginian, 
and a Virginian ought to appear at the head of this 
business. Reason second: I am obnoxious, sus- 
pected, unpopular, and you are very much otherwise. 
Reason third: You can write ten times better than I 
can.’ ‘ Well,’ said Jefferson, ‘if you are decided, I 
will do as well as I can.’ ‘Very well. When you hav 
drawn it up, we will hav a meeting.’ A meeting we 
accordingly had, and conned the paper over. I was 
delighted with its high tone and the flights of ora- 
tory with which it abounded. I consented to 
report it, and do not now remember that I made or 
suggested a single alteration. We reported it to the 
committee of five. We were all in haste, Congress 
was impatient, and the instrument was reported, as 
I believe, in Jefferson's handwriting, as he first drew 
it.” , 

Daniel Webster, in his Boston address of August 
2, 1826, said: “The original draft, as brought by 
him [Jefferson] from his study, and submitted to the 
other members of the committee, with interlinea- 
tions in the handwriting of Dr. Franklin, and others 
in that of Mr. Adams, was in Mr. Jefferson's posses- 
sion at the time of his death. The merit of this 
paper is Mr. Jefferson's. As a composition the 
Declaration is Mr. Jefferson’s. It is the projection of 
his mind, and the high honor of it belongs to him 
clearly and absolutely.” 

In his centennial oration in Boston, Hon. Robert 
C. Winthrop said: “As often as has been observed by 
me, the original draft of that paper, still extant in the 

_ archives of the state department at Washington, and 
as I hav observed how very few changes were made 
or were suggested by the illustrious men associ- 
ated with its author on the committee for its prepa- 
ration, it has seemed to me to be as marvelous a com- 
position of its kind and for its purpose as the annals 
of mankind can show. The earliest honors of this 
day certainly may well be paid here and throughout 
the country to the young Virginian of the masterly 
pen." 

Careful study of the writingsof Jefferson has satis- 
fied me that the objections which hav been offered 
against his authorship by a few individuals who hav 
claimed the honor for Paine are without good founda- 
tion. Nothing is gained by attempts to make Jef- 
ferson, the Freethinking statesman of America, a man 
honored for his integrity as well as his ability, ap- 

. pear as meanly claiming credit for a paper which 
he did not write. 


writings; but all honor to Jefferson, too, for his great 
service. Honor to whom honor is due. 
————— —9-3—9— ———— —— 


Government: What Is It? 


In the mind of the masses government is an idol 
that can do no wrong. In truth it is a monstrosity, 
composed of two leading features growing out of two 
of the lower or animal faculties in man’s nature ; that 
is to say, selfishness and force, or acquisitivness and 
combativness, the combativ element to support and 
promote the ‘selfish element. This view excludes 
from “government” the higher faculties of venera- 
tion, love, and the like. To see what government is 
under such conditions, imagin, if you can, an individ- 
ual wholly divested of every humane feeling while 
supporting such a nature by whatever of brute force 
he possessed. Now multiply this individual by the 
number of citizens in a commonwealth or kingdom, 
and you hav our idea of so-called government, for no 
other elements in their nature enter into the organi- 
zation called government but these. This makes 
government what we claim, to wit, an omnipotent 
force supporting omnipotent selfishness. Do you 
deny this? Does it not murder wholesale in war to 
enforce its selfish exactions or to carry on its wars of 
conquests and subjugation? Certainly so. Where 
do corporate agents go for charters to despoil the 
citizen but to government, where selfishness is an 
organized omnipotency? Where such grants are 
made, don’t you see government, by implication, binds 
itself to furnish whatever of force is necessary to 
make the grant effectiv? This explains why the mili- 
tary always and everywhere is ranged on the side of 
the despoiler. Look at the collection of rents, in- 
terest, etc. ; these are legally established rights, or 
wrongs rather ; the state binds itself to their collec 
tion where resistance is offered. Don’t you see this 
is ranging the whole of society, through government, 
against its individual members? That is, the whole 
against the parts in behalf of a part—in behalf of that 
part already the stronger one; stronger by the grant, 
stronger in influence and cunning in securing the 
grant or taking advantage by using such grants. 

The omnipotency of society or government over its 
members is seen in the imprisoning of them for 
crime, taking their lives for greater crimes, sending 
them to the gibbet or block for holding views antag- 
onistic to those generally received, as illustrated on 
every page of history, to say nothing of conscript 
laws taking whole blocks of the population for the 
work of wholesale murder. If so potent as this over 
the person of its members, why less so over their 
property? Is it less so over property when the 
property of the citizen is subject to use by the state 
to promote the interest of a corporation if taken 
nominally “ to promote the publie good?" Take ən- 
other case: government offers a bounty to those who 
win in the market as gambiers, in the shape of usury 
on all gains, but puts a fine on thoge who lose, in 
the shape of payment of usury on the loss. Thus 
the cunning, deceitful, and crafty are rewarded by a 
bounty on all gains, while the unsuspecting, less cun- 
ning, and confiding pay a usury tax on every loss. 
Strength is thus added to the strong, weakness mul- 
tiplied to the weak. This is a poor illustration of 
survival of the fittest, but a good one of survival of 
the meanest. How could it be otherwise? The sur- 
roundings are abnormal, what could the result be but 
abnormal? The competitiv or cannibalistic system 
precipitates the individual into such a hand-to-hand 
conflict for subsistence that selfishness or hatred, the 
antithesis of love,is abnormally developed, producing 
monsters rather than men. It revolutionizes child- 
hood's nature, and puts in its stead that of the 
savage. Under this system the more a man works 
the less he has, the less he works the more he has ; 
if he works none.at all, he has more yet. Thisis hell 
boiled down. 

But what shall we say as remedial to this man- 
murdering order of things? | We believe, and history 
teaches, that force is necessary to enforce an unjust 
system. It has never been tried as a governing 
force, but we know, as between individuals, justice 
usually enforces itself. Suppose the love-element in 
man is organized into a governing force instead of 
being an outcast dependent on individual impulse 
and opportunity for a field of action. Don't you see 
the moment that is done the force element in govern- 
ment becomes a useless appendage, and is at once 


relegated to the realm of the individual where its 


abuses may be offset by the restraints of other indi- 
viduals? This is where it should be, instead of being 
a force in government to be used in overpowering the 
members of society. We hav seen force in govern- 
ment is the great essential to enforce the selfishness 
organized into a power there. Love does away with 
the force, and per force knocks the prop from under 
selfishness, and relegates it to the realm of individual 
direction, where, like force when so relegated, it too 
is offset by the selfishness of other individuals, in- 
stead of being an omnipotency in government to 
override the rights of individuals. Under the exist- 
ing order, each is against each, each is against all, 
and all are against each, making hell for everybody. 


All honor to Paine for his noble | Love organized into government makes each for each, | 


each for all, and all for each. This is heaven for 
everybody. The first or competitiv, antagonistic, 
cannibalistic system produces monsters, for a monster 
system is the mold they are cast in. The latter 
system produces men-gods or god-men, for an omnip- 
otency of love casts their character, holds them up 
and appeals to their higher nature, calling it into ac- 
tivity, and developing it to the highest pitch of per- 
fection, not by altering his nature, but by changing 
the relationship of the governing forces from that of. - 
antagonism to that of helpfulness toward him: 

Abingdon, Il. W. T. WALLACE. 

o 
Professor Bell in Illinois. 

After three hours’ ride on the cars from Chicago, 
June 12th, I stepped from the train at Chebanse, 64 . 
miles south of this place. I looked around to see our | 
stanch Liberal Joseph Haigh, author of * Why Don't 
God Kill the Devil?” but did not catch a glimpse of 
him, and therefore betook myself to lugging a heavy 
package of Liberal books to the hotel. Having stored 
my treasures, I started for Mr. Haigh’s residence, a 
mile or more out of town, but before going far I saw 
him coming in a carriage, and soon afterwards he kindly 
greeted me. Stepping into the conveyance, it was not 
long before we were at his happy home. Mr. Haigh is 
quite well informed on Liberal questions, but it is 
lamentable that there are so few like him. If there 
were five or six more as good Freethinkers.in Che- 
banse as he is, it would be a splendid field for Lib- 
eral work. Mrs. Haigh made my stay comfortable 
by serving us bountifully with the good things of the 
season. 

From Chebanse I went. to Springfield, hoping to 
get as far as Mechanicsburg on Monday evening, 
but was train-bound until the next day, while the 


good Liberals were waiting patiently Monday even- 


ing to see me .put in an appearance before lecture’ 
time. They were disappointed, and to comfort them 
the Rev. J. W. Robbins, who was reconnoitering on . 
the street corners, volunteered the suggestion, * He's 
probably got drunk and lost the train,” or words to 
that effect. 

I reached Mechanicsburg a day late; however, the 
hall was filled every night with attentiv hearers. 
Occasionally a pious girl or mother in Israel would 
get up and go out. But their room was soon filled . 
by those who did not want to go. out, no matter how 
long the lecture was. 

One of the ministers, the Rev. J. W. Robbins, at- 
tended all my lectures and took notes, to use when I 
am far away. At the conclusion of my lectures on 
the first and second evenings, I gave an invitation to 
clergymen if any were present, to reply to my lecture; 
but the Rev. J. W. Robbins, the extinguisher of the 
great iconoclast of the West, J. E. Remsburg,. did 
not care to open up his batteries just there and then. 

He replied or refuted, nay, routed, Remsburg, hoof 
and horn. It was after this fashion: In the little 
town of Mechanicsburg, after J. I. Remsburg lect- 
ured there last winter, the Rev. J. W. Robbins, Camp- 
bellite, and the Methodist minister held union meet- 
ings’ for some six or seven nights, so I am imformed, 
and took turns in setting up a man of straw and then 
knocking him out, to the infinit admiration of their 
pet lambs. These gentlemen hav convinced them- 
selvs that they hav dynamited the Kansas man. My 
Liberal friends could not induce Mr. Robbins to hold 
a joint discussion with me. Hewants to debate with 
Mr. Remsburg. It is the scalp of that quiet Atchi- 
son man he is pining for. He turned a deaf ear to 
their persuasions on my behalf. He did not know 
me. He would hav to hav credentials before he 
would dare to undertake the work; yea, “certified 
credentials.” I did not know where to put my hand 
upon such articles, as I had none lying around loose, 
and, besides, we hav ho priests or popes to apply to 
for such things. It was asking too much of me, my’ 
friends thought. Another difficult piece of diplo- 
macy was about his own credentials. If the reverend 
gentleman had been asked for his credentials, he 
would doubtless hav applied to his church, for he 
could not apply to the churches of other denomina- 
tions for a “character ;” and if his credentials were 
“certified” to by his own church, we should still 
need some one to certify for the church. If Iam 
correctly informed, some of the frail members of that 
sacred organization could not stand the test of ''cer- 
tified credentials.” We cannot help thinking that 
this “certified credential” business is the last straw 
that breaks the Campbellite’s back. We shall see. He 
does not exact this condition from the image-breaker 
out of the West, and we shall therefore wait until he 
meets him in battle array. Now I am not a prophet, 
but I will predict that the Rev. J. W. Robbins will 
back down from a debate with John E. Remsburg as 
he did with me. 

The Methodist minister warned some who were 
coming to hear me that they had better not go, as 
“there are no decent people going up there.” 

The work of Mr. Remsburg there last winter and 
my three lectures last week in Mechanicsburg hav 
done something to arouse some life in that little out- 
of-the-way old dead town. 

X made the acquaintance of s numbers of good Lib- 
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erals there—namely : H. H. Martin, John Thompson, 
Win. Beck, and others whose full names I cannot 
recollect. Mr. Enos Scott, of Franklin, came all the 
way from home to hear our debate or lecture. 

.. These good Liberals would be a great deal better 
if they, every one, took Tue TaurH Seeker I was 
pained to find so very few Liberal papers in circula- 
tion there. There are so many Freethinkers who 
feel no sense of responsibility in supporting our Lib- 
eral papers. Many of them, though poor, Squander 
more money in two weeks on tobbaeco than would 
pay for a years subscription to Tne TRUTH Sxkxzn. 
I like the Liberal who says, “I cannot do without 
my Liberal paper or papers." W. S. Bert. 

. 802 State st., Chicago, I1. 

—— 9— 
Comstock At It Again. 

To rne Eprron or Tue Truru Sxzxxx, Sir: It is 
time that the attention of Liberals throughout the 
United States should be called to the latest action of 
the Vice Society and its agent—the endeavor to 
obtain new and more comprehensiv restrictiv mail 
laws. Three or four bills hav been introduced during 
the session of the forty-ninth Congress, and perhaps 


some of them hav been loudly talked of and made. 


known for the purpose of obscuring the one particular 
amendment which is proposed to the existing Com- 
stock law. It is a bill introduced in the House of 
Representativs, April 5, 1886, the same date, by the 
way, that a similar bill was introduced in the Senate 
of the state of New York, but this bill, No. 7,544, in- 
‘troduced by Mr. Merriman, is an amendment to 
section 3,893. It reads as follows: - 
Every obscene, lewd, lascivious, filthy, or disgusting book, 
pamphlet, picture, paper, writing, or print, or other written 
. or printed matter of an indecent character, and every article 
or thing designed or intended, or purporting to be for the 
prevention of conception, or procuring of abortion, and every 
article or thing intended or adapted, or purporting to be for 
any indecent or immoral use, and every article or thing so 
advertised or offered for sale as to suggest or lead to the use 
of the same for the purpose of preveution of conception, or 
the procuring of abortion, or for indecent or immoral use, 
and every written or printed card, circular, book, pamphlet, 
advertisment, or notice of any kind, giving information 
divectly or indirectly where, or how, or of whom, or by what 
means any of the hereinbefore mentioned matters, articles, 
or things may be obtained or made, and cvery envelope, 
wrapper, or postal card upon which indecent, lewd, obscene, 
filthy, disgusting, or lascivious delineations, epithets, terms, 
or Janguage, may be written or printed, are hereby declared 
to be non-mailable, etc., etc., much after the old law. 

"This should be known really as the Disgusting 
Literature Bill, instead of the Obscene Literature 
Bul, for the main change is in the addition of this 
word, which will extend the power and supervision 
of the Vice Society over many things which hav 
hitherto been out of their reach. We know that the 
obscene literature law, as it now stands, has been the 
means of many unjust prosecutions, in fact, a danger- 
ous tool in the hands of bigots. What infamies could 
not be committed under this new bill and the word 
disgusting? Much of the matter of Tur Truru 
Szexer and of other Freethought publications, and 
certainly a majority of its pictures, would be very 
“disgusting” in the eyes of thousands of men who sit 
on juries. Evidently the object expressed in the re- 
port of the Vice Society, some six or eight years ago, 
to stamp out Freethought literature, is still in mind. 
The society has not succeeded under the law as it is, 
and in requesting a new law they hav not the cheek 
to ask for just what they want, the use of the word 
blasphemous or heretical, but they doubtless hope 
that in the word disgusting they hav got a lasso with 
which they can swoop in and choke to death anything 
which does not find favor in their eyes. This bill 
has been reported favorably from the Committee on 
Post-offices and Post-roads, and has passed a sec- 
ond reading in the House. It is, therefore, none too 
soon for the Liberals throughout the land to take 
prompt action against it, and send in letters, tele- 
grams, and petitions to their representativs, letting 
them know what is thought of it. Nota moment is 
to be lost, for the end of the session is near at hand, 
and it is during the closing hours of legislation that 
the sly agent of the Vice Society succeeds in his 
nefarious business. So slyly did he work in Albany 
at the eud of the last legislature, that he got just 
such a bill, the word “ disgusting " included, through 
both houses and into the hands of the governor for 
signature. It was only by the most activ and ener- 
getic work on the part of a few Knights of Liberty 
that this dastardly scheme to obtain legislation by 
stealth, and to steal away the liberties of the 
people as a pickpocket would their cash, that this 
bill was defeated at the last moment. Except that 
we had a democratic governor, and one who has not 
forgotten the meaning of democratic principles, or 
the true nature of American government, we should 
this day hav upon the statute books of the state of 
New York * the most sweeping and dangerous meas- 
ure that was ever introduced into any legislature of a 
civilized government"—the remark of a wide-awake 
American lawyer of English birth. As secretary of 
the National Defense Association, I ought sooner to 
hav discovered these new assaults upon liberty, but 
must now trust to others to work speedily to make 
amends for my shortcomings. The Defense Associa- 
fios has just published: s new pamphlet diected 


against this sort of mail legislation, and would be 
pleased to supply it to all interested at 25 cents per 
copy. E. B. Foorz, Jr. 
———— —9—9————— —— 
No Natural Theology. 


The supernatural idea is unnatural and unreason- 
able, as is evident from the meaning of the word 
employed to express it. Nature has never revealed, 
nor can it ever reveal, a supernatural being. Hence 
the argument for such a being from a universal nat- 
ural sentiment of humanity is baseless. First, there 
is no such sentiment, and secondly the superstitious 
idea too generally infused into offspring proves too 
much. It is diverse and conflicting as found in dif- 
ferent peoples. This proves it to be unreal and in- 
deed false. Could it possibly come from nature, it 
would, by its contradictions, destroy its own testi- 
mony. That animals of all classes generally prefer 
life to death is true; that, if they could get another 
and better world to liv in forever, they would gladly 
accept it, is likewise true; but that nature or reason 
shows any such world is not true; or that to die is 
the way to liv again in such a world is no less 
unreasonable than the most absurd proposition to be 
framed in any language. Such faith is never taught 
by nature, nor to be had by the exercise of reason or 
logic. It comes rather by ignorance, credulity, and 
superstition. Shapen in iniquity and in sin, did 
ignorance, the mother of devotion, conceive it. 

This train of reflections has been occasioned by an 
interesting and instructiv incident coming to the 
mind of the writer yesterday. A young man, born 
and reared of Liberal parents, expressed his gratifi- 
cation to hear that. I was for Freethought. Said he, 
* I know but little of the book called Bible, as I read 
but a few passages only once or twice in my life, be. 
cause J found them contrary to all experience, aud 
in accord with all absurdity.” That being enough to 
satisfy, or rather disgust, his truth-loving mind, he 
had no more use for the book. “But,” said he, 
“ last Sunday I went and heard an aged, old-fashioned 
man read and preach on a story about a man called 
Jesus raising a dead man called Lazarus, lying in his 
grave for three days.” That this man, possessing 
common sense, could really believe such a ridiculous 
absurdity, he had no idea. Why or how he could 
try to get others to believe, this guileless young man 
was puzzled to imagin. His reasonable, childlike 
singularity is referable to the fact that superstitious 
ideas had never been instilled in him. He was 
allowed to grow up as all children should be, to rely 
on his sense, and freely exercise his own brain in its 
natural reasonable way. Free thought, careful expe- 
rience, and a simple love of truth had kept out naked, 
silly, and tyrannical authority. Like an honest pair 
of nicely-balanced scales, his mind was ever ready to 
go with preponderating evidence. When may the time 
come that all parents and all their children shall go 
and do likewise! ; W. Perxins. 

Belleview, Flu. 


— e 
Truth. 


- This true test of manhood and womanhood, and 
the want of it the base hypocrit and cringing slave, 
is very seldom declared by the Christian, especially 
by the priests. They seem to hav more fear of the 
fact, truth, than they pretend to hav for their real 
God, by thein called the devil. They hav orally de- 
clared and published more than a hundred million 
lies about him, yet, according to the Bible, he is the 
only truthful supernatural being on the list. His 
word was always taken without a promis of reward, 
a sign to convince, or an oath to confirm, 

Not so with Jehovah, judged by this same Bible. 
His own representativs, Noah, Abraham, Moses, and 
others, would not believe him when he was talking 
to them in the first person, as a man would speak to 
his neighbor, unless, in addition to his declaration, 
Jehovah would giv them a sign and then swear to 
the promis or statement. Old Abraham required 
this of him frequently, and even when Mrs. Abraham 
laughed at him for announcing to Mr. Abraham that 
she would bear him a son, and he asked her why she 
laughed a£ him, she denied it, priestlike, and Jehovah 
was obliged to giv & sign and declare the matter 
most solemnly. 

How unreasonable and ineonsistent the priests 
are! They would not take the word, statement, 
promis when given, delivered, made in their immediate 
presence by Jehovah himself, unless in addition he 
gave a signi and sealed it with an oath. And yet, away 
up here at the end of the nineteenth century, if we 
ask for proofs to sustain these idle, useless traditions 
and nursery tales, the mere ipse dit of interested 
priests, pretenders, and tyrants, we are anathema- 
tized without a hearing, all the friends of humanity 
are libeled, and the good and true are slandered in the 
most shameful manner. 

But when a priest’ does actually declare a truth, it 
is really refreshing. This was inadvertently done 
here in Sacramento a short time since. The priest 
was speaking agairst the common school system, de- 
nouncing the schools as “godless [if he had said 


priestless, that would hav been partially true}, and | 
tbat the ehurch musk obtain possession and foll son- | before the year one: 


trol of the schools; that if the priests could not de- 
stroy the common schools, they would soon destroy 
the church, for,” he continued, “we can only hope to 
retain our places and hav an easy time and fat living 
so long as we can keep the people in ignorance, and 
in the fear of the priest." 

Wonderful, when Christian priests will tell the 
truth! It is so seldom they do so that it comes like 
a flash of light in the midst of midnight darkness. 

Know ye that all religions are based on ignorance 
and fear; that religion is and always has been the 
common enemy of man. It has always been leagued 
with the murderous robber and oppressor. There is 
not a tyrant existing to-day but is upheld and sus- 
tained by religion and the church. 

Only a few days ago the blatant, falsifying priests 
from New York to San Francisco were howling 
against the strikers and workingmen and denouncing 
Freethought, Infidelity, aud Atheism for these dem- 
onstrations, as the outcroppiugs of their teachings 
aud of too much freedom for men and women. Bat 
what were these little patterings of drops by cheated, 
wronged, and defrauded laboring men against the 
giant monopolies of the Goulds, Vanderbilts, and the 
church, iu comparison to the mad, wild, destructiv, 
aud murderous religious mobs in this month of June 
in that religiously cursed land of Robert Emmet, 
Ireland? When this fomenter of strife and inventor 
of falsehood, cruelty, murder, wrong, oppression, and 
all kindred crimes, religion, is eliminated from earth, 
then will man bound forwad as he never has before, 
and he, man, woman, and child, shall Jiv for and wor- 
ship true humanity, and be governed by love, wis- 
dom, justice. P. V. Wise. 

Sueramento, Cal., June 14, 286. 

—— —— ——-4-99————————. 
Epigrammatie Mr. Bowman. 


All any lie lacks of being true is not being in the 
Dible. 

It seems strange that an allwise God would make 
au unwise book. : ' 

The Bible is right on all subjects—it takes both 
sides of every question. 

Some of the preachers are not even good for noth- 
ing, but most of them are. 

It seems, according to religion, God started the 
human race to get a chance to use up his brimstone. 

It is a bad religion that kills a good man in order 
to reward him, and brings a bad man to life in order 
to punish him. 

I may regret this when they are sorting out the 
souls, but if they don’t resurrect me with the tooth- ' 
ache I won't complain. 

Some of the states allow preachers to ride on the 
railroad for half fare, but that is an encouragement for 
them to emigrate. 

In order to be saved we hav got to admit that 
Joshua put off sundown, and believe the story of 
Mary and her little lamb. 

They say we hav got to hav a new heart in order 
to be saved, but it won’t cure the heart disease. Some 
people would prefer a new liver. 

The Christians teach us that all mankind are 
totally depraved, and then ask us to take the word 
of a lot of totally depraved translators. 

Religion is a blister on the hands of science. Giv 
any religion the power, and it will be but a short time 
until the sheriff will be passing around the hat. 

Every one has had something to say about the 
whale story. I don’t know which was cvazier, the 
man who told the story or the man who believes it. 
The story is larger than the fish. 

Some of the preachers out West think that Uncle 
Sam ought to join the church. But Uncle Sam and 
Bob Ingersoll are the two biggest Infidels in the 
country. Enough lies hav been told about the latter 
to make a dozen Bibles. 

If preachers would tell their congregation that they 
had found a pieee of the flood, they would be be- 
lieved. If they would find in their Bible that a canal 
had been dug to the moon or some fellow had ridden 
a bicycle across the equator, they would be believed 
all the sane. G. W. Bowmax. 

South Prairie, Wash. Ter. 

. —9-9——— 

DanwarAs.—The Epistle of Barnabas, like that of 
Clement, is anonymous. The first writer who men- 
tions it is Clement of Alexandria (a.n. 180—202), who 
calls its author the ‘Apostle Barnabas,” and it is so 
described in the oldest Latin manuseript. It was 
highly valued by the early church. Origen ranked it 
among the holy scriptures, and it is coutained in the 
earliest codex of the New Testament. But Eusebius 
rejected it as spurious. We are told in this epistle 
that Jesus chose as his apostles those “who were sin- 
ners above all sin, that he might show that he came 
not to call the righteous, but sinners.” “ To repent- 
ance,” adds a later scribe, not ouly here, but also in 
Matthew and Mark. The epistle makes the 
ascension of Jesus take place on the same day as the 
resurrection. —lntichrist. —— 

P. S.—In view of the discovery that Paul flour- 
ished before the Christian era, the Epistles of Clem- 
ent and Barnabas, if genuin, must hay been written 
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The Knights of Labor and the Church. 


Last week we referred to the pastoral letter de- 
nouncing the Knights of Labor issued by the cardinal 
archbishop and the bishop of the province of Quebec. 
The letter is the outcome of the seventh provincial 
vouncil, which met recently in Quebec. After fulmin- 
ating against secret societies in general, and the Free- 
masons in particular, the bishops say of the Knights: 


“There are beyond these forbidden societies others which 
mnst not be frequented under the pain of committing 
a grievous sin. Among these we may mention those that 
exact from its members a secret which must uot be whispered 
and unreserved obedience to hidden heads, such as, in par- 
ticular, the society of the Knights of Labor, which the holy 
congregation of the Inquisition, by ils answer in 1884, de- 
clared among those societies forbidden by the Holy See, and 
others of a similar kind.” 

The mandement concludes by advising the work- 
ingmen to form protectiv societies, with a priest at 
their head, and with a constitution which has been 
approved by a bishop. It is reported that the pope 
has sanctioned the condemnation of the Knights, and 
that the prohibition by the church will shortly be ex- 
tended to the United States. 

In 1880 Mr. Terence V. Powderly, the head of the 
Knights of Labor, said to E. A. Stevens that when 
the church ordered him to do one thing and the 
Knights commanded him to do another, he should 
obey the order of the church. If heis the same will- 
ing slave of the chureh now that he was six years 
ago, the Knights will soon lose their Grand Master 
Workman, and also about three-fifths of their mem- 
bers; for if a man of Powderly’s intellect chooses 
chains instead of freedom, the ignorant members of 
the order will hav no hesitation in deciding which 
way to go. 

It is a pitiable spectacle, the hold which supersti- 
tion has upon the world! 


Which Is It Damnation to Disbelieve? 

À writer in & recent number of a daily paper of 
this city calls attention to the differing versions of 
the Bible upon a very simple statement—the 
prophecy in relation to the rebuilding of Jerusalem. 
He quotes the Jewish version, the Douay, and the 
King James. The Jewish version is that of Rabbi 
Lesser, published in Philadelphia in 1854, “ carefully 
translated according to the Masoretic text on the 
basis of the English version." The translation oc- 
cupied him for fifteen years, and is now in general 
use among the English-reading Jews. He made use 
of the researches and studies of thirteen learned 
Jewish commentators, and “he trusts that to those 
who are of a different persuasion his labors will not 
be unacceptable, as exhibiting, 80 far as he could do 
it, the progress of Biblical criticism among ancient 


and modern Israelites—a task utterly beyond the. 


power of any but a Jew by birth and conviction.” 
He further explains that those who make use of 
scripture to assail the Jewish faith do so “ by a per- 
verted and hence erroneous rendering of the words 
of. the original Bible." 


Business Manager. |. 


The comparison of this Jewish translation with the 
Catholic and Protestant translations made by the 
writer alluded to is interesting, showing that two of 
the three writers knew but very little about what 
Daniel meant; and we hav added the Revised Version 
of King James that our readers’ choice may be from 
as extensiv an assortment of holy writ as it is possi- 
ble to obtain. Freethinkers are entitled to the best 
thereis going of sacred books. If the revised version 
makes the matter any clearer, then we are repaid for 
thetrouble. The following are the different versions 
of the prophecy contained in the closing verses of 
the ninth chapter of Daniel: 


LESSER. DOUAY. KING JAMES. [REVISED VER- 
SION. 

24. Seventy] Seventy weeks} Seventy weeks| 24. Seventy 

weeks are de-|shortened upon|are determiued;weeks are de- 


termined upon thy people, and|upon thy peo- 
thy people and|upon thy holy|ple and upon|people and upon 
upon thy holy|city, that trans-|thy holy city, to|thy holy city, to 
city, to close np|gression may be|finish the trans-|finish trangres- 
the transgres-|finished, and sin|gression, and to|sion, and to 
sion, and to|may havanend,|make an end of|make an end of 
make an end ofjand iniquity belsins, and tolsins, and to 
sins, and tojabolished, and|makereconcilia-|make reconcilia- 
atone for in-jeverlasting jus-|tion for iniquity, tion foriniquity, 
iquity, and to|tice may  beland to bring inland to bring in 
bring in ever-|brought; andjeverlastingleverlasting 
lasting right-vision  &nd|righteonsness,righ tcoueness, 
eousness, and|prophecymaybeland to seal upland to seal up 
to seal up the|fulfillediandthe|the vision andivision and 
vision andisaint of saints!prophecy,andtolprophecy, and 
propheéy.and to|be anointed. ^ |anoint the mostito anoint the 
anoint the most holy. most holy. 

holy things. " 

25. Know! Know thou; Know there- 
therefore anditherefore and|fore and under- 
comprehend|take notice :|stand, that from 
that from thelthat from thelthe going forth 
going forth ofigoing forth oflof the com-|forth of the 
the word to re-|the word, to|mandmenttore-|icommandm ent 
store and  to|build up Jerusa-istore and toto restore and 
build Jerusalem!lem again, unto|build Jernsalemjto build Jeru- 
unto theanoint-|Christ th ejuntotheMessian|salem unto the 
ed the princ|prince, therej|the prince shai/janointed one, 
wil be sever|sjhal] be sevene seven weeks,|the prince, shall 
weeks ; and dur-|weeks,and sixty-land three 'score|be seven weeks; 
ing sixty and|two weeks; andjand two weeks;|and threescore 
two weeks wil|the street shallume street shalland two wecks, 
it be again buili|be built again;be built again,|it shall be built 
with streets and and the wallsinjand the wal,jagain, with 
ditches (around|straitness Ofleven in troub-|street and moat, 
it) even in thc|times. lous times. even in troub- 
pressurc of th« lous times. 
times. 

26. And after 
the sixty and 
two weeks will 
an anointed onc 
be cut off with- 
out a successor 
to follow him: 
and the city and 
the sanctuary 
will the people 
of the prince 
that is coming 
to destroy; but 
his end will 
come in a.vio- 
lent overflow; 
but until the 
end of the war 
devastations are 
decreed (against 
it). 

27. And he will! And he shall; And he shall 
make a strong confirm thecov-confirm the 
covenant withlenant withcovenant with 
the many forjmany, in onemany for one 
one week; and week; and injweek; and in 
in the half of|the half of the;ithe midst of thc 
the week will he|week the victim week he shall 
cause the sacri-|and the sacri- cause the sacri 
fice and the ob-|fice shall fall; fice and the ob- 
lation to cease ;jand there shall lation to cease, 


creed upon thy 


25, Know 
therefore and 
discern, that 
from the going 


96. And after 
the threescore 


Aud after six-| And after 
ty-two weeksithreescore and 
Christ shall be|two weeks shalljaud two weeks 
slain; and the|Messiah be cutjshall the anoint- 
people that shalljoff, but not forled one be cut 
deny him shallhimself; amndjoff, and shall 
not be his. Andithe people ofjlhav nothing; 
a people with|the prince thatjand the people 
their leader that|"hallcome shallof the prince 
shall come, shall|destroy the city|that shall come 
destroy the cityiand the sanct-shal! destroy 
and the sanct-jUary; and the|the city and 
uary; and thelend thereof shailithe sanctuary; 
end thereofjve with a flood,jand his end 
shall be waste,jand unto the;shall be with a 
and after thelend of the wa:|Hlood, and even 
end of the warjdesolations ar¢lunto the end 
the appointed'determined. shal be war; 
desolation, desolations are 
determined. 


a. And he 
shall make a 
firm covenant 
with many for 
one week; and 
for the half of 
the week he 
shall cause the 
sacrifice and the 
oblation to 


and this be-|beinthetempleand for  thej|cease: and upon 
cause of  the|theabomination overspreading|the wing of 
prevalence ofjof desolation;of abomina-jabominations, 


shall come one 
one that maketh 


the abomination|and the desola-tions, he shall 
which bringeth tion shall con- make t: desolate, 
devastation,and|tinue even toeven until the/désolate; and 
until destruc-|the consumma-,consummation,even unto the 
tion and what igjtion, and to the and that deter-\¢° nsummation, 
decreed shall bejend. mined shall be and that deter- 
poured out upon [poured uponthe|mined, shall 


ihe waster. desolate. wrath be poured 
out upon the 


desolator. 


| 
I 
M 
I 
l 
A 
1 
] 
[ 
| 
1 
[ 


1 

Here we hav four different renderings of an im- 
portant prediction. Which of the four is “ perverted 
and hence erroneous?” On what authority is this to 
be decided? and what must we believe to be saved? 
Were the “ most holy things” anointed, or the “ saint 
of saints,” or the “ Most Holy,” or the “most holy” 
without the personification signified by the use of 
capital letters? Was the city built again for a plain 
anointed prince, for Christ, for the Messiah, and how 
did the Douay translators know that what might be 
a simple Jewish prince—and what the King James 
translators termed the Messiah, without specifying 
which Messiah, and the revisions of this century were 
content to call *the anointed one the prince"— was 
Christ? And at the end of the sixty-two weeks was 
it simply an anointed one (which might be any earthly 


ruler) who was to be cut off, or was it Christ who was 
to be slain, or was it any Messiah who might be 
around at the time, or was it the anointed one? Was 
the final destruction continued only until “ the end,” 
or was it “ poured out upon the waster,” * upon 
the desolate,” or “upon the desolator ?” These and 
many other pertinent questions wil be asked by the 


answers are given on an important matter in only- 
four verses of one writer, what diversity may we not 
expect when the whole Bible is diligently compared 
and revised? 


anxious seeker after truth, and if so many conflitting - 


The Bible idolaters ought to agree . 


among themselvs before asking others to accept their . 


polyglot. 


——29——— 
Peace with Honor. 

In remitting the amount of his arrearage, Mr. H. 
C. Gill, who, it will be remembered, stopped his sub- 
scription to Taz Trura Szexer because the pictures 
displeased his Christian friends, makes the following 
pacific observations, accompanied by some similes 
the applicability of which an hour's dente ous thinking 
has failed to determin: 

‘Manson, O., June 21, 1886. 

(TRUTH SEEKER Company, Dear Sirs: Inclosed find draft 


for $4.20, as per statement May 18, 1884. Please balance 
account and oblige. 


* I see under the Editorial head of the 12th of June num- * 


ber of Tus Trutn SEEKER a somewhat extended defense of 
the cartoon department of the paper. 


ceive the seed. Huge trees must be cut down, stumps 
grubbed out, the gronnd plowed and dragged, the seed 
sown, and then dragged again. All this work requires much 
labor and sweat of the brow—and at the same time much 
discomfort to the opossum and coon and a host of other ani- 
mals that hav preémpted the soil. We can't advance one 
element without disturbing another. 
friends right in our own fanilies—the wife and children 
Christian, the father pagan; and vice versa. "Tis said, that 


Iam well aware that | 
as civilization advances the ground must be prepared to re- . 


We hav our Christian . 


the owl and rattlesnake and prairie dog will all liv in the ^ 


same hole happily together, but if some cartoon of an animal 
should come prowling around and crawl into that hole, it 
would without doubt break up that happy family. 
say: ‘What of that? Don’t the cartoon hold the fort? Yes, . 
indeed; but where are the poor owl and snake? I tell you, 
we must hav more charity for those who do not believe as we 
do. Education will do more to clevate humanity than illus- 
tration. The church advances in proportion to the standard 
of education. The rough edges are being smoothed and the ` 
sharp corners rounded off, and if we behave tolerably well 
we can liv in the same hole with Christians. Being that 
Christianity is a part of the great fabric under which we liv, 
the less we punch it the less liable we are to get wet by hav- 
ing a damp blanket thrown over onr prospects, our social 
standing, our business relations with one and another. Let 
ns be charitable with each other if we do not all believe just 
alike. H. €. Gin.” 

Did Mr. Gill ever know & forest cleared without 
hard blows? And is the comfort of the 'possum and 
the coon to be considered above the necessities of 
civilization? We fancy not. If in the clearing pro- | 
cess through the forest of superstition our cartoons 
bring down a few Christian 'possums and coons—as 
they seem to hav done—shall we stay the blows of 
the ax? We do not think that even Mr. Gill would 
counsel that, if he really wishes to see the forest 
cleared. 

When there are Christians and pagans, as Mr. Gill 
calls the Infidels, in one family, we fail to see why 
each may not hav his or her favorit journal, and yet 
get along peacefully. But if they will fight, why 
should the Infidel be eternally compelled to make the 
sacrifice? His rights are as sacred as the rights of 
the others. Christians always like to hav their “ feel- 
ings" considered, but when do they consider the 
feelings of others? They say to Mr. Gill, “Your 
paper hurts; stop taking it!” But if Mr. Gill should 
say to them, “Your religious journal wounds my feel- 
ings by its slanders of Infidels; please don’t take it 
any more,” would they sit down and write to the 
editor to remove their names from the list? Expe- 
rience does not warrant such a conclusion. They 
say to the Infidel: “If you behave tolerably well, 
we can liv in the same hole with you [the words 
are Mr. Gill’s, not ours], but if you don’t, then look 
out! If you pinch us, we will throw a damp blanket 


ness relations.” And some Infidels get right down 
upon their knees, and say, “Good Lord! good 
devil!” just as they are told to do. Out upon such 
“charity with each other!” We want none of it. 

We believe in peace, but it must be peace with 
honor, and without sacrifice of manhood. The pre- 
cept to turn the other cheek is outlawed—and the 


[ane enfranchisment of the soul is still a painful 


But you | 


only Christians who practice it are a few Infidels. . 


over your prospects, your social standing, your busi- . 


g 
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process for many of them. They are afraid of the 
church, and the minister inspires fear, though they 
know his pretensions are folly. To be respectable 
they are willing to lose their self-respect. Knowing 
the fierceness of Christian bigotry in many localities, 
we do not think this the strangest thing in the 
world, but it nevertheless is one of the most deplor- 
able. Some time, though, we expect to see these 
terrorized Infidels get up off their knees, wipe the 
tears from their cheeks, stand erect, and claim their 
rights. But the first instance of this kind will prob- 
ably not occur in Madison, Ohio. 
pa ag gigs ee 


When Was Christ Born? 


A correspondent says he has read somewhere that 
Cyrenius was not sent to Syria until the 37th year 
after the battle of Actium, which was in the year 30 
B.C., consequently the taxation spoken of in Luke ii, 
2, and coincident birth of Jesus must hav been as 
late as a.D. 6. This point has often been made 
against Luke’s chronology, and appears to be unan- 
swerable. The year when Cyrenius, or Quirinus, 
came to Judea is not quite certain, but it was cer- 
tainly as late as a.p. 6, and some authorities put it 
A.D. T or 8. 

The author of the book of Acts, “who professes to 
be the same who wrote the third gospel, makes a 
similar, only worse, blunder. In chapter v Gamaliel 
is made to say that the rebel, Theudas, was slain, 
aud after him “rose up Judas of Galilee,.in the days 
of the taxing,” and he also perished. The rebellion 
of Theudas is described by Josephus (Ant. xx, 5); 
he was slain about a.p. 46, some fifteen years after 
Gamaliel is alleged to hav made that speech. . 

Luke is the only New Testament writer who at- 
tempts to giv dates, and he seems to make a blunder 
every time. On this question we cannot, perhaps, do 
better than to present what “ Antichrist ” says in the 
third chapter of his “Revelations:” ‘The error of 
the date fixed for the birth of Christ was a very nat- 
ural one. Dionysius, a Roman abbot, by nation a 
Scythian, undertook from religious motivs to eslab- 
lish a Christian era. This was in the early part of 
the sixth century. Taking as the basis of calcula- 
: tion the statement of Luke that when Jesus was bap- 
tized by John he began to be about thirty years of 
age, and that John began to baptize in the fifteenth 
year of Tiberius Cæsar, and allowing one year for 
John's prior ministry, the birth of Jesus would fall 
fourteen years before Tiberius became emperor. 
The calculation was a very simple one, based upon 
the figures of Luke, the only Evangelist who at- 
tempts to giv dates. But Dionysius and his fellow- 
priests overlooked one important fact, viz., that 
Herod, who, according to, Matthew, ordered a 
slaughter of infants in the hope of destroying the 
little rival to his throne, died three or four years be- 
fore the date of the birth of Jesus, as they had fixed it. 
So the churchmen of later times, in order to save the 
story of Matthew, hav been compelled to set back the 
birth of their God at least four years, to the serious 
detriment of Luke, who should hav made Jesus at 
least thirty-four years of age, instead of thirty, when 
he was baptized by John. 

“ But a set-back of more than four years is neces- 
sary to accommodate the story of Matthew, who 
sends the infant Jesus to Egypt to escape the mas- 
sacre, and keeps him there until the death of Herod. 
The period of the sojourn in Egypt is not stated by 
Matthew, but in the gospel of the Infancy, a book of 
almost, if not quite, equal antiquity to Matthew, it is 
three years. If, therefore, the story is to be credited 
at all, the birth of Christ must be fixed about 7 ».c., 
which would make him thirty-seven at his baptism. 
Indeed, Appleton’s New Cyclopedia and McClintock 
& Strong’s Cyclopedia of Biblical Literature now 
concede that the birth of Christ must hav been at 
least as early as 6 B.C. 

* Alas! poor Luke! Your pitiful attempt at 
chronology has betrayed you. Was it the Holy 
Ghost that misled you into an error of from four to 
seven years? Oh! no, for inspiration is played out 
now; the more sensible and progressiv Christians hav 
given it up, and defend their system on a purely his- 
torical basis. No inspiration is needed to inform the 
world that Christ was “about thirty years of age” 
when he was at least thirty-four, and probably over 
thirty-seven. Any profane historian would guess 
nearer than that. It is bad enough for the Holy 
Ghost to confess that he seduced the innocent and 
confiding Mary, without falsifying the chronology of 


the scandalous affair. If it was he who inspired the 
record of Matthew and Luke, he is a worse liar than 
Antichrist was in the pretended estimation of John. 
“Ts it not a most remarkable, nay, humiliating 
fact, if so great and good a man as Christ is claimed 
to be did exist, leaving out of view his disputed 
divinity, and if his birth and death were such public 
and conspicuous events as they are described to be, 
that there should be no record of the date of either 
event, and nothing to fix it within at least four years? 
Of what great historical personage within the last 
two thousand years are the birth and death involved 

in such obscurity and uncertainty?” 

a pg es 
Editorial Notes. 


** Courp Jesus Christ Write?" will be the subject of an 
essay by “ Antichrist” next week. 


oe 

Re1i¢iovs item printed in italic in the New York Christian 
Advocate: * We solemnly warn all Methodists to refusc em- 
ployment as an evangelist or confidence as a professing Chris- 
tian to one S. A. Burns, operating as an evangelist. We giv 
this caution without malice toward the said Burns, in the 
discharge of our official duty, because we hav indubitable 
evidence which proves him to be utterly unworthy of confi- 
dence and dangerous to the peace of families." 


Tug New York Suws attack on the pictures of alleged 
cigaret-makers in the windows of cigar-stores has had the 
effect. of banishing the objectionable photographs to a consid- 
erable extent. The Norwalk Gazette now urges the Sun to 
attack cigarets themselvs, which, it says, are “a thousand 
times more noxious and degrading than the pictures." This 
would be a practical reform. Those who object to pictures 
need not look at them, but there is no escaping the cigaret- 
smoking fiend. He poisons.the air wherever he goes. Any 
attempt to abate this nuisance will merit the uniform approval 
of mankind. 


Ws see by Watts’s Literary Guide that the cartoons in Tug 
TnvrH SEEKER arc exciting much interest in England. The 
editor says that so faras hc can judge they are universally 
admired. We regret to say that that is not the case in this 
country. A great many Christians object. to their publica- 
tion, and hav even gonc so far as to induce Frecthinkers to 
cease taking the paper because of the injury the pictures do 
to their religious feelings. While we would not knowingly 
tread upon à fly, much less a Christian, it grieves us to lose 
subscribers, and we cannot regard as right the action of the 
Christians mentioned. 


Tue letter-carricrs of this ci y last week held a meeting to 
advocate the eight-hour day, and to induce the postal author- 
ities to shorten the hours of labor to that limit. Among the 
sympathetic letters read was the following from Col. Robert 
G. Ingersoll: “ If this government cannot afford to employ 
men at reasonable wages, working reasonable hours, to dis- 
tribute the letters at the present prices, then I am in favor of 
raising the postage, and, for one, I am willing to pay such 
postage as will enable the government to pay fair wages for 
reasonable work. I want no man to work more than eight 
hours a day for my benefit. I do not believe that a govern- 
ment should be unjust, mean, or stingy in order to be eco- 
nomical. The people of the United States—the most gener- 
ous in the world—are willing to pay what work is worth. 
This government should set an example to be followed by 
individuals. It should set a good example. In the first 
place, it should be honest. It should not want something 
for nothing. It should set an example to street car compa- 
nies, railroad companies— in fact, to all corporations and indi- 
viduals—an example that ought to be followed, and the re- 
sult of which would be beneficial to the whole people." 


StanrFioant admissions were those made by Daniel Curry, 
D.D., LL.D., in his paper read before the Cleveland congress 
of churches entitled, ** Present Necessity for a Restatement 
of Christian Beliefs." **It is very manifest," he said, ‘‘ that 
the present age is a time of changes in the forins of Christian 
thought, and of modifications of doctrinal conceptions. The 
formularies of doctrin which hav come down to us from the 
past, although so precious to those by whom they were once 
cherished, no longer satisfactorily express the theological 
conceptions of the best minds of Christendom.” Evidently 
Dr. Curry had in mind such preachers as Beeclier and Newton 
and Collyer and Savage and Chadwick and Swing and a host 
of others of the brightest minds in the ministry, who hav all 
discarded the fundamental doctrins of Christianity and are 
preaching a set of glittering generalities which may be 
summed up in “ Be good and you will be happy." Of the- 
ology they preach little or nonc. God is too good to damn 
them; they are too good to be damned—therefore they and 
everybody else will get into heaven. This loose kind of 
“ Christianity" does not suit Dr. Curry and his brethren, and 
he desires to set boundaries to it, to classify it, to formulate 
it into something like a creed to which he may point and 
say, That's Christianity. But the problem of how to do it is 
as yet beyond his comprehension to solve. ‘‘ Ours,” he ad- 
mits, “ is not an age of creed-making. It is clearly impos- 
sible at this time to produce new formularics of doctrin, like 
the Augsburg confession, or that of Dort or Westminster. 
The respect demanded for free thought in the individual 
precludes the possibility that anyone shall be required to 
shape his conceptions of religious truth according to any de- 
tailed scheme formed to his hand by some council or synod, 
and especially do the creeds of past centuries fail to answer 
to present demands.” In this dilemma Dr. Curry seems 
to hav the English constitution in mind, and yearns for 
some such ‘‘unformulated consensus" for a heresy gage 


But we beg leave to remind the doctor that a religion which 
cannot be stated is open to innumerable abuses both ways, 
and that a man who does not know what he wants is very 
apt to be ruled out of court. He may revise the ‘‘ doctrin 
of the lost things " a million times, but still the simple prop- 
osition remains, either there isa hell, or there isnot. And we 
would remind him further that when the fear of this place of 
punishment is removed from the Christian mind, the church 
will lose its hold upon its followers, so low is the plane of 
thought upon which they hav been educated. In the interest 
of the preachers who are to come after him, Dr. Curry 
should let the creeds alone. 


Joun RusxiN's insufferable conccit leads him to read the 
Christians of London a good lesson. He was applied to for 
& contribution to pay off a church debt, and answered by let- 
ter (that it might gct in the papers) thus: “I am sorrowfully 
amused at your.appeal to me, of all people in the world the 
precisely least likely.to giv you a farthing. My first word to 
all men and boys who carc to hear me is, ‘Don’t get into 
debt. Starve and go to heaven; but don't borrow. Try 
first begging. I don’t mind, if it’s really needful, stealing. 
But don't buy things you can’t pay for? And of all manner 
of debtors, pious people building churches they can’t pay 
for are the most detestable nonsense to me. Can't you 
preach and pray behind the hedges, or in a sand-pit, er in a 
coal-hole first? And of all manner of churches thus idioti- 
cally built, iron churches are the damnablest to me. And of 
all the sects and believers in any ruling spirit, Hindoos, 
Turks, Feather Idolaters, and Mumbo Jumbo Log aud Fire 
Worshipers who want churches, your modern English Evan- 
gelical sect is thc most absurd and entirely objectionable and 
unendurable to me. All which you might very easily hav 
found out from my books. Any other sort of sect would, 
before bothering me to write it to them." 


Tig Rev. Mr. Talmage can cram more fuülsehoods in 
a sermon than perhaps any other preacher of equal note. 
Speaking of the Bible, he says: “That book brought 
George Washington down on his knees in the snow at Valley 
Forge." The little hatchet story is inherently more cred- 
ible than this. 'The former has an appearance of probabil- 
ity, though long since completely exploded. But General 
Washington was never noted for his piety. On the contrary, 
when admonished by his rector that he ought noi to go 
out of church before the communion service, he resented 
the admonition by absenting himself from church alto- 
gether on those occasions. lu one of his messages he de- 
clared that this was not a Christian government, and his 
proneness to profanity is well known, both at the head of the 
army and at the head of the government. But Dr. Talmage 
has the effrontry to repeat the absurd story that when at. 
Valley Forge, in winter quarters, with at least one comfort- 
able room all to himself, General Washington went out aud 
knelt down in the snow to pray. Did Dr. Talmage or the in- 
ventor of that story ever do such a thing? 
contrary to the precept of Jesus Christ, who told his disciples 
to enter their closet, shut the door, and pray in secret. And 
surely if anybody is able to obtain that seclusion it is a 
parson or a general, each of whom is provided with a pri- 


vate apartment for secret business. 
ee UCM ANORUT 


Somr time ago Sam Jones, the revivalist, became angry at 
the Baptists because some of them did not support his meet- 
ings, but rather used their influence against him. He de- 
nounced them as liars and enemies of God, who would rather 
the world should go:to hell than get to heaven by any other 
road than the Baptist. Mr. Jones's remarks were intended 
to apply generally, but he had the Baptists of Indianapolis in 
his mind as especially deserving of the skinning. As it is 
not to be expected that one Christian will tamely submit to 
abuse by another Christian, the Rev. Dr. Jeffrey, a Baptist 
preacher of Indianapolis, entered the lists and defended his 
sect by calling Mr. Jones ‘‘ a falsifier and a moral scavenger.” 
This made things even so far as the preachers themselvs were 
concerned, but the gospel did not spread rapidly among the 
Indianapolitans, owing to the sncers of the ungodly, who per- 
sisted in recalling to the forgetful Christians some words in 
the New Testament to the effect that enemies should be for- 
given, not abused. So Mr. Jones and Mr. Jeffrey bethought 
themselvs of a scheme to illustrate Christian charity, attract 
attention, and obtain an advertisment. They would in 
public apologize for their hot words, fall upon each other's 
necks and wcep. Such contrition from so eminent exemplars 
of the gospel could not fail to be edifying to the people, and 
fill the contribution box. Accordingly it was done in the 
presence of a great Indianapolis audicnce. ‘I hav been 
sorry a dozen times that the remark I made as to a half 
dozen cowardly proselytes should hav been taken to mean a 
great Christian denomination. I retract the word ‘liar,’ as 
construed to apply to them, for I would no more reflect on that 
denomination of Christian people than I would upon my wife 
and children." ThnsSam Jones. Then Mr. Jeffrey spoke his 
lincs. ‘I heartily accept this broad and ample explanation 
and retraction by Brother Joncs,” he said. I am satisfied 
that he has a great, kind heart, and that the word was a slip 
of the tongue. Ido not propose to be outdone by Brother 
Jones in magnanimity. I say here that I take back every 
word which was severe and pungeut in my note of protest, 
and I wish I had nôt used those words. I giv to Brother 
Jones here and now my hand and heart, and invite him t» 
preach in my church to-morrow morning.” The world will 
now resume its motion, the moon will again start on its cold 
and cheerless journey, the sun will shine, the rivers will flow 
on to the sea, and all animate and inanimate nature will re- 
joice—ail except that other distinguished Indianapolitan, the 
editor of the Jron-Clad Age. The making up of the quarrel 
hag deprived him of a subject for an editorial, and the Chris- 
tians of the place must be on their guard or he will contrive 
to set Mr. Jones and the Baptists by the ears again. : 


It is even ` 
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Letters from friends. 


SyrvaNia, Orso, June 19, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: In a communication of Thomas Rogers, of 
New York, in Tne Truru SEEKER of June 12th, were these 
words: ‘‘In spite of our glorious Constitution, the Supreme 
Court of the United States has decided that this country is 
‘essentially, lawfully, and by proclamation Christian.’ ” 
That was a surprise to me, and I wish Mr. Rogers or Tire 
Trotu SsEKER would giv the case aud the time when such 
decision was given, and oblige a subscriber. 


J. 


M. Horkiws. 


f : Mippizrown, PA., June 13, 1886. 

Mr. Eorron: Inclosed find $1, for which send two copics 
TRUTH SEEKER as directed. Ihope Tue Trutn SrEkER will 
not be reticent in ventilating the evil fruits of sectarian relig- 
ions since the Ulster riots. I say it is high time for advanced 
thinkers to spéak out on this subject. Is it not criminal from 
a scientific standpoint to pervert the minds of youth with 
sectarian hatred and prejudice? Cease the cartoon farce! and 
devote the space to demonstrating the grand results that must 
ensue in establishing an unbroken system of harmony and 
affection among all peoples, which scctarian imposition prc- 
vents. Mason LANDIS. 


Forr FAIRFIELD, ME., June 14, 286. 
Please allow me to cast my ballot in favor of 
those pictures. They arc first-rate, and they cause me hearty 
laughter. The workmanship, too, is good cnough for me or 
anybody else, and even better than could be expected from 
an engraving tliat is to be uscd but once. 

Talk about wounding the feelings of Christians! Damn 
it! They hav wounded our feclings for nearly two thousand 
years, and we hav had to grin and bear it. And now allow 
mce to say to Mr. Heston, return the compliment with double 
compound interest, and lct them grin and bear it awlile and 
sec how they will like it. Go on showing up the tremendous 
absurdities and glaring inconsistencies of the Christian sys- 
tem, and I guess the editor will gain as many subscribers as 
he will lose, at any rate, for I sce that almost all his ** Letters 
from Friends " arc in favor of pictures. H. H. GILMAN. 


Mr. Evrror: 


PAULINE, ARK., April 27, 1886. 

Mr. Eprrog: I send you 25 cents in stamps. Please send 
mc a few copies of Tux Truri Seeker. Iam taking several 
papers, but I think I will soon subscribe for Tur TRUTH 
SEEKER. 

I slso send you my pamphlet I had published, for which I 
was expelled from the Masons. I hav taken an appeal to the 
grand lodge of the state. If the expulsion is sustained by 
the grand lodge, so be it, for I will never recaut a word 
I hav written or spoken, nor even suffer a reprimand. I 
propose to make my case a test case, for there is not a fos- 
silized organization in the world to-day to which I will sur- 
render my libertics. I was expelled from the Masons because 
I did not believe in a personal God with the anthropomorph- 
ical attributes of heathen mythology. Iam fully in accord 
with the views set forth in Tug Truru SEBKER in regard to 
Masonry. Yours truly, W. R. BACHELOR. 


FROM A GERMAN FRIEND. 


LiNcors, ILL., May 30, 1886. 
Mister Troor ZzEKER: I vood gif you shoost von vords 
from mine hed out, unt oof I got zum langwidges vot I haf 
I vood gif you enny. VenIreat me zum tings outen your 
Troor ZEEKER, unt dair find zum zuch zendiments ant ox- 
pressions apout ter tifel and abound hcl) ant te breaehers ant 
zuch tings, I ish mity glad I got your bapers all de vile effery 
veek to reat to do me zo much goot. I lofe to zee doze pig- 
dures vot you print, unt I Jaf minezelf so hart ven I zec dot 
“ Shirked to Sheezus," ven dot rooster got himzelf hanged 
fur murter, ant den mit a briest stannin py his site goes right 
avay to glory mit a hangman's rope, ant dc fait in de Lort. 
O! vota gospels. It makes hebben easy for de schoundrel, 
but de feller dot de schoundrel kills goes rite avay to hell. 
I gan neffer pclieve any zuch tings dot a lofing fadder in 
himmel can make zum hell, ant a tifel to bunish his own shil- 
dren. Go on mit de pigdures vot you print—day are goot 

for de shildren to zec. Your frien, Caspar KARL. 


Mirronp, Mass., June 2Q, 1886. 

Mx. Eprror: H. Clay Luse says: “I never was ashamed 
to open up my Trutu SEEKER in any place until yon spoilt 
it by hideous cartoons." Charles Remhard writes: ‘‘ Since 
you hav illustrated the paper I feel ashamed to show the pa- 
per to any churcli-member." H. C. Gill says: ‘ Please take 
my name off your list, as I don't want the paper. The last 
paper is too horrid for my Christian friends to look at." 
There is a trinity of so-called Liberals ashamed to show the 
pictures to Christian friends. Why not hav an arbitration 
committce of Christians to decide what pietures you can 
print, so that Luse, Remhard, Gill & Co. can show them to 
their Christian friends without hurting the feclings of either? 
Christians hav never becn ashamed to hurt the feelings of un- 
believers through all conceivable modes of torture that the 
ingenuity of man could devise, thereby making the history 
so truthfully and graphically illustrated. Sce what history has 
been made in New England: ‘Iu 1686 Elizabeth, the wife of 
Thomas Applegate, was sentence to stand with her tongue 
in a cleft stick, for scolding, reviling, and railing.” ** In 
1741 Sarah Hales, the wife of William Hales, was scntenced 
for her miscarriage to be carried to the gallows with a rope 
about her neck, and to sit an hour upon it, the rope’s end 
flung over the gallows; aud after to be banished.” What a 
subject for friend Heston to illustrate! Would it be a hor- 
rid picture for ‘‘Christian friends?” If so, what was the 


reality? Yet the Christians hav only words of praise for the | tians wixS'somnitted the horrors that the srtist paints. 


Puritans. Shall we be ashamed to show them the inhuman 
work of the men thcy glorify? "The shame is theirs, From 
the inception of Christianity it has lived by forcing tributc 
from the unbelieving.. Now its power is waning, but the 
spirit remains. We force them to look at no pictures, but 
arc not ashamed to call their attention to them. We hay 
cditorials that are trenchant and incisiv; the illustrations 
must be kept on the same line of thought. 
CrianLEs C. JOHNSON. 


Duris, Texas, June 10, 1886. 

Mr. Evrror: We had the pleasure of attending the lectures 
of Mr. John E. Remsburg at Comanche, Junc 5th and 6th. 
His subjects were ‘The Apostle of Liberty," ‘ Bible 
Morals,” and ** False Claims of the Church." The lectures 
were well attended considering the hold orthodoxy has on 
the people of this place. Quite a number of cliurch-members 
and afew clergy were present. We need more such able 
advocates of Liberalism as Mr. Rensburg. It would soon 
rid the people of superstition and fanaticism. We need 
morc readers of the old reliable Tror Seeker. Your illus- 
trations are simply immense. We hope your subscription 
list will continue to increase uutil every family in Texas will 
be readers of your invaluable paper. We hav a Liberal 
journal near us, the Independent Pulpit, ably edited by J. 
D. Shaw. We are glad to see the Liberal literature cir- 
culated over our great state. Superstition is fast giving way 
and Freethought takes its place. We predict that the time 
is not far distant when religious bigotry and fanaticism will 
be a thing of the past. Yours for truth and reason, 

S. L. EWING. 


d Porr TowxskNb, W. T., Jute 5, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: Iam an old miner—a forty-nincr; hav been 
long on the frontier of our civilization; hav made big raises 
and spent it agaiu, and Iam goiug into the interior of Alaska 
again in scarch of the yellow metal. I hav been there before, 
so know I will get some. I was raised in the narrow-minded 
school of the Auld Kirk, Presbyterian. I got into a theolog- 
ical argument in Tacoma, W. F., with a gentleman named 
Kahlow, a subscriber to Tne Truru Seeker, in 1876, who 
put it into my hands, aud I am happy to state that through 
its influence since, I am to-day a man totally disenthralled 
from the old superstition. 

Please find inclosed price of your ANNUAL and send it to 
me so I can carry it into the wilderness with me. I assure 
you if I ever get settled so as to send weekly for your paper 
I will surely hav it; but, sir, though unknown to you, my 
money in a small way hüs assisted, with others of your sub- 
scribers, since 1876 to spread the light of Liberalism, and Iam 
to-day, thanks to D. M. Bennett's writings and controversies, 
a confirmed Liberalist. Iam sorry I could not say all this 
in less words; hope you will forgiv my lengthy first com- 
munication. But, dear Macdonald, my whole heart is iu 
your work, for no man can be a true citizen of America and 
owe his highest allegiance to the pope of Rome. I am 
personally acquainted with Renben Albertstone, a thorough 
Liberal, and one of your subscribers in Sitka. I lived there 
five years ; also A. Vincent in this-town, though he does not 
get it this year, but he says he willagain. There are a good 
many Liberals herc, but unorganized and not popular. 

Hoping I may be successful enough to assist the cause, 
I remain, Yours truly, Roserr A. DUGGAN. 


Lake City, MiNN., June 15, 1886. 

Mz. Eprron: The study of mental characteristics is the 
greatest on earth. Thus I thought while reading the many 
diverse views of your correspondents. Such diversity has 
always been a thorn in the flesh of Christianity. It is a rose 
in the hand-of a Liberal. Some of your correspondents who 
imagined themselvs ‘‘ liberal” had not discovered that the 
foundation of Liberalism is mental liberty—diversity of 
thought and free speech. It is not agreement in views, a 
truth that some very progressed Freethinkers would do well 
to heed. Ihav known some of the best Liberals who were, 
and are still, chureh-members. They were, of course, illog- 
ical. Some professed Liberals are bigots. They, too, arc 
illogical. Libcralism is not the product of Christianity. 
Bigotry is not the product of Liberalism. The perception of 
this truth givs me a more exalted estimate of human nature. 
Instinctivly the human mind loves truth. War is declared 
the moment we begin the search for it. We fall out about 
the question, What is truth? At this juncture Liberalism 
will do for the race what religion never had it in her nature 
to do, recognize the inherent right of every mind on carth to 
seck for truth by its own method, even though that method 
be transparently false. The church has always been willing 
that the race should get truth by the true method, and it was 
the judge of what is the true method. 

This brings us to the picture business. Had Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER readers all borne thesc fundamental truths in mind, 
you might hav had as many criticisms of the “ gallery,” but 
not one gazer would hav voted to abolish art because it was 
employed to ridicule some people's ‘sacred views." This 
is, practically, the position of those who object to your illus- 
trations ; I mean, sofar as your paper is concerned, they do 
abolish it. If it is wrong or illibcral to ridicule and burlesquc 
sacred views, then the orator commits a wrong. Where will 
the embargo stop? If Watson Heston has no right to pencil 
the Chicago Times “irreverent” head-lines, which I quoted 
in one of my leeturcs several years ago in Carthage, the home 
of Mr. Heston, how can I escape the charge of blasphemy ? 

Do you remember *' Fox’s Book of Martyrs,” an illustrated 
Christian work? Talk about ** horrors,” there they are in all 
their pristine Christian beauty. It appears that some of our 
nickel-plated Liberals make tie historian responsible for the 
deeds he records. They hav many words of condemnation 
for the pictures, but not, one word of rebuke for the Chris- 


If 


they answer that they do condemn them, we reply, Then you 
are guilty of what you charge against the cartoonist ! 

One brother says “ cob-houses." A little girl in this very 
town where I happen to be at present, Wentworth, Dakota, 
said the other day that her teacher told her that people who 
oppose the Bible are bad people, and that God has a right to - 
kill bad people. As her parents are Freethinkers it gave the 
little one something to think about. Is that a cob-house? 

The truth is that some Liberals are not free from the 
orthodox cgg-shell. They hav committed the mistake of 
supposing that Liberalism means uniformity of opinion upon 
all subjects. 

The church is in abject fear of the cartoonist.. It is as- 
afraid of a laugh as an ape of a whip. We hav found out 
its weak spot; let us puncture it. W. F. JAMIESON. 


Muotranrospuna, Irt., June 17, 286. 

Mr. Evrror: Inclosed I send $2, which credit to my ac- 
count on Tux Truru SEEKER. 

Our little village is much stirred up over three lectures de- 
livered by W. S. Bell. The lectures were well attended in 
spite of the efforts of the orthodox to the contrary. We en- 
deavored some time ago to get a debate between Elder Rob- 
bins of this place and Mr. Bell, UN Mr. Robbins refused to 
meet him, offering, however, to get a neighboring minister 
to doso. The “neighboring” minister proved to be Mr. 
Grubb, of Kentucky, who, Mr. Robbins inforined us, would 
debate with Mr. Bell, but required references, cte., certified 
io. This ended the matter We agreed to be responsible 
for Mr. Bell, they to be the same for Mr. Grubb. But as 
they were huntiug a hole to crawl through without baeking 
square out, they of course would not agree to this. 

The lectures were splendid, and I think did a vast amount 
of good. Even some of thc church people admitted that Mr. 
Bell handled his subjects admirably. Mr. Robbins was pres- 
eut, and although he did not come forward and answer Mr. 
Bell’s argument when invited to, he took notes, and we shall 
probably hear from him next Sunday after Mr. Bell has gone. 

There is a considerable Liberal clement here, but they are 
like those of other places, afraid. Many of the people had a 
wrong conception of Infidelity. Mr. Bell showed them what 
we were and what we advocate. W. A. Beck. 


Sirus Mint, Mixs., May 29, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: In renewing my subscription for another 
ycar I hand you herewith the name of a new subscriber. I 
am not satisfied with myself in furnishing but one subscriber 
at this time, as I had the promis of and expected to send you 
three or four new names. The parties I was counting on to 
take the paper liv in the country, and I hav not seen them 
lately. I will try and get you more subscribers, for we must 
hav the pictures in Trig TRUTH SEEKER, as well as the good 
solid reading matter. Surely we hav as good a right to make 
“comic sketches” of thc Bible stories as the Christians hav 
for illustrating their Bible. If there is any wrong about 
either, Iconsider it by far a greater wrong for a father or 
mother to show their children the highly-colored pictures in 
their **holy Bible," and teach them that the pictures are 
true representations of the characters and events that arc 
recorded thercin. The comic sketches show the absurdity 
of the stories, and were the Bible storics founded on fact and 
reason, the sketches could do them no harm; while to chil- 
dren the Christian's illustrated Bibles make a lasting imprcs- 
sion on their minds, and I think it is adding a superstition to 
a superstition, is misleading to the young, and very wrong. 
Probably Mr. Heston can giv us a sketch by and by of one 
of the Bible heroes, “and man after God's own heart," the 
man with a thousand wives, though it would be rather a 
tedious task to giv us a likeness of all of his wives. But we 
won't be particular, a hundred or two would do. 

Yours truly, H. 8. Voraw. 


Sypvey, C. B., Nova Sooria, June 15, 286. 

Mr. Epitor: When I last wrote you, I was waiting an ice- 
bound stcamer at Port Hawkshur. Since then I hav visited 
several places on this island, but for the last few weeks I hav 
been sojourning at my esteemed friend C. H. Grant's; and a 
royal good friend he is, not only to those who visit him but 
also to the causc of Frecthought. He stands almost alone in 
the community where he resides, and many a sct-to he has 
had with the clerical gentlemen of the whole island, and it 
would be safe to say there is not one of the cloth able to de- 
bate these invincible dogmas with him without receiving 
some ‘severe scars. But outside of onc or two families which 
I hav met here, the rest are fearfully ereedbound. I often 
think, How sad to hav superstition reign where there is so 
much that is beautiful, for really the climate and scenery arc 
delightful. What with fishing, boating, sailing, rowing, 
rambling and feasting among the beauties of nature, and en- 
joying inyself in general, I am almost loth to leave for the 
scorching sun and cyclones of Omaha; but such is life, and 
I hav determined to leave to-morrow for the West. - 

I was one of the doubters as regards the illustrations in 
the glorious Trurn SkEkER being for the best, but the more 
I sce the effects they hav on outside folks the more I think 
they are a benefit, and I really believe they are doing good, 
so I hope they may be continued. Our mutual friend here 
handed me an old book, within which, in the handwriting of 
Judge Ingraham Ball, Oct. 26, 1782, I find the following 
about Voltaire: ‘ He, Voltaire, wrote an epigram on the king 
of Prussia which displeased his royal highness, who at once 
sent his sergeant-at-arms to Voltaire. The Prussian hero 
went to the house of the poct and told him he came by his 
majesty's special command to reward him for an epigram on 
his royal master by administering thirty lashes on his naked 
back. The poor philosopher knew that remonstrance was 
in vain, and after submitting with the best grace he could, 
opened the door and made the farewell congé to his unwel 
come visitor, who did not offer to depart, but told him with 
the most Germanic gravity thet the ceremony was not yet. 
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' concluded, for the monarch he had the honor of serving must 
be convinced that his commission was punctually fulfilled, 
on which account he must hav a receipt. This also was sub- 
mitted to, and given as follows: * Received from the right 
hand of Conrad Backoffer, thirty lashes on my naked back, 
being in full for an epigram on Frederick, the third king of 
Prussia, by Vive le roi VOLTAIRE. " 

If there isn't a sbeol for such scoundrels, there ought to 
be. Not wishing to weary you, I remain, with Long liv Tnx 
TRUTH SEEKER! Your friend, I. W. ARCHIBALD. 


CuaTHAM, N. Y., June 16, 1886. 

Mn. Eprror: I hav been a reader of your paper since No- 
vember. Until that time I did not know there was a paper 
published of that class. I hav always been a strong oppo- 
nent of church creeds and strong against any teaching as 
facts or certainties of that which not any of us knows any- 
thing ahout. I say, Uphold not superstition in any of its 
many forms. 

I notice some ‘hav objected to the pictures in your paper. 
Of course, they are ludicrous, but you cannot overdraw 
them, do the best you will. I believe it is good to hav pict- 
ured before us the absurdities which the clergy of the land 
uphold. Now, the fact of the whole matter rests here, that 
everyone must die sooner or later; that every day places us 
nearer the close of our natural existence. And with this idea 
before each and cvery one of us, is it not better for us to 
teach facts of truth to those about us and do what good we 
can for the love of doing good; not for the fear of any pun- 
ishment or hope of reward, but prompted by a pure and rea- 
sonable motiv wholly for the love of the right? How much 
better this than to be urged on by superstition threatening 
upon every side, doing good out of fear of some terrible pun- 
ishment! We must die, but farther than that the very best 
of us know nothing. There may be this, or may be that, 
but what should concern us is how to liv while here for the 
best interests of all humauity. Let the pictures come thick 
and fast, and more of them. I am sure I am not ashamed 
to let any of the clergy sce them, or anyone else that needs 
to be led out from superstition to reason and truth. 

I will mention a little incident that comes directly under 
my notice: Parties lived in Dutchess county, N. Y., consist. 
ing of man and wife. He was wealthy, and a miser; his 
wife has becn sick ever sincc last winter, and he denicd her 
every comfort. and care, except what the neighbors furnished. 
About two weeks ago, he was fouud dead in his bed. He 
had made a will leaving his wife the use of $500 during her 
natural life; thc rest was to go to missionaries. This man 
has denied himself and wife every comfort, with the idea of 
helping the missionary cause. I hav only one more word to 
add, Away with superstition, away with it! 

J. L. BROWNING. 


Drs Mores, Iowa, June 8, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron ; I send a clipping from the Des Moines Leader 
of the 7th inst., thinking you might be interested in it. Mr. 
Welsh, manager of the paper, is a Catholic, and he may voice 
the hearts of a multitude of his faith. He thinks if the Cath- 
olics hav a majority they can organize, take charge of the 
.Schools, and use the local taxes to carry them on, and “‘ one 
of the most important battles for civil and religious liberty 
in our history " would be in vain. 

A majority is their aim, and if they get it, I tell you, good- 
bye American liberty. Senator Blairs fears arc well 
grounded. We must awake and show, especially the young, 
the truc inwardness of Catholicism, and all other religious 
lumbugs at once; scatter common sense tracts everywhere, 
as Jamieson suggests, erc it is everlastingly too late. Send 
me $5 worth of your tracts, if you please, and I'll commence 
at once. The church is the cause of all the commotion 
nearly the world over. She is cunning, secret, and deter- 
mined to accomplish ler ends, and she is wrong and rotten 
to the center. She is, and ever has becn, the foe of science 
and freedom. Pnt her down before it is too late to preserve 
our present liberties. Show her up, vividly aud truly, and 
future generations will thank you. If not, back will go the 
wheels of progress centuries. D. H. Cross. 

Senator Blair to the Christian Union. 

The Jesuit element in the Catholic church has been, in its secret 
ways, exceedingly activ in the effort to embarrass and dcfcat this 
bill. Their adroit manipulators of men—many of them expelled 
from Europe as the foes of intelligence and of the free tendencies 
of modérn political institutions—are now here under the orders 
and with the money of the Vatican at their command, when neces- 
gary, endeavoring by prossure, political and spiritual, to control 
the action of the members of the house, by subsidizing the press, 
and every way known to ‘pricstcraft, to prevent the indorsement 
and assistance of our common school system by the nation. They 
naturally say that such action by the nation will giv the common 
school system—the cradle of political liberty and religious heresy— 
a tremendous advantage in the warfare which they. wage against it 
in behalf of the parochial school system, by which alone do they 
hope to preserve their spiritual supremacy in this country. They 
hav organized all over the country to defeat this bill, and a great 
deal of the strange perversion of the Northern Republican press is 
the work of their money and political threats. The Jesuit element 
of the Catholic church, too, is engaged in a strenuous effort to con- 
trol the labor organizations of the country asa force in their own 
interest; but of this I need not write you. Iadmit that Iam sur- 
prised at the apathy of the friends of civil and religions liberty in 
this country. They may not be aware as yot of the work which has 
been dono while they hav slept. Around this bill is now being 
fought one of the most important battles for civil and religious lib- 
erty of our history. 

The Des Moines Leader's Comments. 

The Catholics of America are cxpected to oppose this bill with 
might and main, while all others are expected to rally to ita support 
and secure its adoption. But why? There is nothing in the pill 
calculated to save the public school system from destruction, if it 
isin danger. Under the present system, the schools are under the 
management of directors chosen by the elcctors of the school dis- 
trict. If the patrons of the school wish a change of teachers or of 
text-books, they can hav it. That feature of the system has been 


its salvation. f . . 
Under the school lews-of Iowa certain studies muet be provided. 


in every school, and the teacher must hav a certificate from the 
county superintendent, or theschool district cannot draw from the 
county treasury its per capita share of the county school fund; but 
otherwise the district is independent of outside influence or eon- 
trol. If the Blair bill should become a law, the school district, as 
we understand it, could still refuse the proffered assistance, raise 
its own funds by taxation, and be independent. In that case, if 
our position is right, where the Catholics were in the majority they 
could organize and take charge of the schools and use the local 
taxes to carry them on, and “one of the most important battles for 
civil and religious liberty of our history " would be in vain. 


Logansport, Ind., June 21, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: As the columns of your paper hav always 
been open for the honest discussion of all liberal ideas, I 
would like to use (for the first time) a portion of your valu- 
able space in which to answer Brother Wettstein’s article, 
which appeared in your issue of May 1st. Like myself, hc 
is seeking truth by the light of science, and takes nothing on 
faith alone. As for myself, I hav yet to read thc vicws of a 
Spiritualist which I could fully indorse, so perhaps my rea- 
soning will at least hav the merit of novelty. 

As to the existence of a God, it is a subject above 
and beyond mortal ken, and as it cannot be proven or 
disproven by any known process of reasoning, or any aid 
that science can giv, it is equally foolish to either affirm or 
deny. Leaving this an open question, as it always will be, I 
proceed. Itake it for granted that Brother Wettstein ac- 
counts for man's existence on the cvolution theory ; that the 
lower forms of matter evolve or produce the higher. When 
the matter composing the carth first (through well-known 
laws) formed itself into a sphere, it must hav been in an in- 
tensely hot or liquid. state. If it always existed as -solid 
matter, by what process did it become round? It was cast 
off from the sun or some intenscly hot planet. I do not for 
a moment suppose that the matter composing it was ever 
“created.” Matter is eternal—canuot be created or de- 
stroyed, but is ever changing and assuming different and 
higher forms. 

First the mincral kingdom only was represented. Then 
gradually in their order the vegetable, animal, and spiritual, 
each depending upon and being composed of all below it. 
When either form reaches its ultimate or highest degree, it 
ccases to exist as such, and passes into the next higher. 
Spirit is composed of matter in its most refined state. Each 
step from the mineral to the spiritual contains matter in a 
more refined state than the one immediately below it. Here 
crecp in his mistaken ideas. He will admit that matter, by 
and through the laws of evolution, finally produces man, but 
according to him, at this stage nature becomes impotent and 
can go no farther. I believe the resources of nature are 
boundless, and that she will ever continue to evolve the 
higher from the lower through the immeasurable cycles of 
eternity, aud that all scntieut beings will in time become 
beings far beyond cven our utmost possible conceptions of 
a God. 

Spirit is composed of matter, but all matter is not visible, 
does not hav weight, nor is it necessarily susceptible to 
either of the five senses; for instance, gas, electricity, mag- 
netism, mind, etc. Had man only five senses he would not 
be superior to the brute, but he has two more, viz., *' talk- 
ing” and ''judging." The lower animals contain a spirit 
essence, but it is as inferior to that of man as is its organ- 
ism. Both are consumed by man, and become part of his 
higher organization.: Let me ask, when you look at this 
paper, what is it that sces? Surely not your cyes; they are 
simply the medium through which the sensation of sight is 
conveyed. When you heara friend speak, what is it that 
hears? Not your ears; they are but the instrument through 
which the impression that a sound has been made is con- 
veyed to—what? If Brother Wettstein will get his Trurn 
SEEKER dated May 1st, I will try and answer the questions 
he propounds to Brother Bradford, in the order in which 
they are asked. 

The spirit does not exist previous to the body, but is born 
with it and nurtured by it. The body is for the purpose of 
individualizing the spirit. The spiritual body is composed 
of a very refined electricity, which permeates every portion 
of the physical body, and hence assumes its shape, and con- 
sequently exists as male and female. The body acts as a 
battery which is fed by the air wc breathe, thc water wc 
drink, and the food we cat. The particles composing the 
spiritual body are attracted to the physical by the laws of 
clectiv affinity. The spiritual body has all the organs, artc- 
ries, and nerves of the physical, and hence has a brain. The 
spiritual body begins its growth soon as the physical body is 
strong enough to eliminate its electrical particles from sur- 
rounding objects. Should a child die before birth, it would 
not, I think, hav become sufficiently individualized to 
maintain a separate cxistence, but would, like the body, be 
absorbed by surrounding bodies. 

A child dying after reaching a stage of individualized in- 
telligence will continue to grow to maturity in the spirit 
world. (His next lot of questions arc answered by my rc- 
ply to his first.) The spirit has no knowledge except what it 
acquires, and goes into the next world or stage of action just 
wherc it leaves off here, and will continue to grow in wis- 
dom and knowledge through cternity. The spiritual and 
physical bodies are so closely related that when onc suffers 
the other suffers through sympathy. The mind or spirit 
does not necessarily sleep when the body does, but may be in 
constant activity. Where is the person who has not retired 


„at night with a perrlexing question on his mind that he 


could not solve, and on awaking next morning it was per- 
fectly clear? Spirit cannot move a body of grosser matter, 
and I will herc say that I believe the so-called matcrializa- 
tion of spirits a humbug. They are alrcady material, and if 
visible to us at all it is through our spiritual eyes, and not 
our natural ones. Certainly tlc degree of intelligence corre- 
sponds with the development of the body. The morc healthy 


and refined the physical body, the higher the grade of spir- 
itual intelligence produced. 

I hav talked with many persons who had lost a limb, and 
they invariably tell me they can still feel the amputated 
member as plainly as before the injury. I would be pleased 
to hav Brother Wettstein explain this. Can he not conceive 
of a plaster-cast still existing after the mold in which it had 
been formed was destroyed ? 

When death occurs, and the body ceases to nourish the 
spirit, it leaves its grosser likeness, and the real man enters 
upon 4 new state of existence, just as the beautiful butterfly 
emerges from the hideous caterpillar. Itis born, so to speak, 
into its new existence in a manner similar to its first birth. 
Nature never changes her immutable laws. Soon as death 
begins in the physical body, the spiritual body commences 
forming above it. The spirit goes wherever it is attracted by 
spirits of similar devclopment, or impelled by inhcrent de- 
sires. As to its means of locomotion, go ask of the light- 
ning. Being composcd of like substance, they move with 
like rapidity. The first abode of the spirit after leaving the 
flesh is on or near the earth, finding its proper place among 
spirits of like development, according to the law of gravita- 
tion, and going higher and higher in proportion to its intcl- 
lectual abilities. The spiritual body is thc outward mani- 
festation of a still more refined essence—the soul—which the 
spiritual body develops in the same manner that the natural 
body develops the spiritual. The soul is composed of an cx- 
cecdingly refincd magnetism. The electrical surrounding de- 


velops the magnetic soul within, just as the current of clec- 
tricity passing through the coils of an clectrical machine 
causes the core within to become a magnet. The soul is the 
seat of intelligence, so that, as a matter of fact, we are liv- 
ing inside of two bodies instead of one. There is nothing 
inconsistent in a man's being a Matcrialistic Spiritualist, and 
the sooner our Liberal friends find it out the better. All is 
material, spirit and body, and here is illustrated the law o£ 
the survival of the fittest. The spirit, being the superior, is 
immortal. We are on a broad platform; there is-room fer 
the Atheistical Spiritualist. Here we can all unite against 
our common encmy—the degrading superstition of religious 


dogmas. C. L. Jacons. 
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Where Shall the State Convention Be Held? 


: RoonEsrER, N. Y., June 20, 1886. 

Mz. Eviror: The time is nearing when our annual Cor- 
vention will be held somewhere, and I beg to offer a few 
thoughts for consideration iu selecting the place. There are 
three points to be especially considered. Where can it be 
held the cheapest? What place is the most accessible? 
Where cau the canse reccive the greatest benefit? In view 
of this, I do not hesitate in saying that a better location. a't 
things considered, cannet be choseu than Rochester. The 
Convention held here has not been equaled since; and there 
is no reason why the coming Convention may not be equal 
to, if not better than, any former one. There is one very 
good reason why Rochester should be the place choseu. A 
place to hold the Convention can be had free of charge, and 
should it be thought advisable, the grounds at the Sea Breeze 
are already guaranteed ; and when it is once known that this 
is a beautiful summer resort, connected by rail to Rochester, 
situated on Lake Ontario and Irondequoit Bay, it will draw 
many who would not otherwise attend. At this point hotel 
accommodations are complete, with every facility for first- 
class accommodations; at prices that all can afford to pay. 
Besides, boating, fishing, etc., may be enjoyed freely. "These 
are but a few of thc advantages that the Sea Breeze offers 
that other cities hav not. A more complete press report of 
the proccedings has never been given than by the papers of 
Rochester. In behalf of the Liberals, and citizens gencrally, 
I beg the committee having this matter in charge to remem- 
ber the generosity of the past, and that we stand at our posts 
ready to do all possible for the success of the Convention 
and bid you all a hearty welcome. Asa city Rochester needs 
no praise. Outside of orthodoxy, the people generally are 
liberal in thought and purse, as will be proven if the com- 
mittee will giv them an opportunity. Let us hear from others. 

A. E. Ringer. 


Marra, N. Y., June 21, 1886. 

Mr. Evrror: As the time draws near for our next Conven- 
tion I thought I would write you a few lines and let you 
know what we will do to hav it at White Sulphur. This is 
& very nice place to hold the Convention; it is owned by the 
Boston & Housatonic Railroad, and they hav calculated to 
make everything as finefor excursion picnics as can be made. 
The grounds are in good order, clean and kept in first-class 
shape; the hotel is large, and has a piazza sixteen feet wide 
clear around it; also the best dancing floor I ever saw. Mr. 
Luther says if it rains and is bad weather we can hav the use 
of the house, and he will furnish from twenty to forty tents 
for nothing, and will do all he can to make it pleasant for all 
who attend the Convention. The spring is the nicest water 
you evcr saw, and very healthy. 

There are large barns and sheds to accommodate teams ;. 
fine bath houses—hot or cold baths. Twelve or fifteen 
hotels and boarding houses are near the lake. The Boston & 
liousatonic Railroad runs within one mile and a half of the 
grounds; thence by boatevery two hours to the Spring. It is 
eight miles from Saratoga, and seven from Ballston; round 
trip from Saratoga for 25 cents. We hav five or six stcam- 
boats on the lake which run to the Spring, and lots of row- 
boats for fishing, and lots of fish in the lake. Mr. Luther, 
the proprietor, says if R. G. Ingersoll comes he will giv him 
the best room and board he has got free of charge. I thiuk 
the first of September will be the best time for the conven- 
tion, and Sulphur Springs the best placc to hold it in the 
state. I would like to hav you see the place if you could be- 
fore the Couvention, or hav Reynolds see it. 

Jons V. ARNOLD. 
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Children’s Garner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixox, Fail 
tiver, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“ Detwocn the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


That Dreadful Boy. 


I'm lookin’ for that dreadful boy 
(Does anybody know him 2) 

Who's leading all the other boys 
The way they shouldn’t go in. 

I think, if I could find that boy, 
I'd stop what he is doin’ — 

A-bringing all the other boys 
To certain moral ruin. 


"There's Tommy green, a growin’ lad, 
His mother docs inform me, 

The way that he is getting. bad 
Would certainly alarm me. 

She feels the blame should rest upon 
John Brown—a recent comer— 

For Tommy was a lovely child, 
A year ago this summer. ` 


But when I spoke to Mrs. Brown 
Her inmost soul was shaken, 

To think that Mrs. Green could be 
So very much mistaken. 

She did assure me Johnny was 
As good a child as any, 

Except for learning naughty things 
From Mrs. Whiting’s Benny. 

And Mrs. Whiting frets because 
Of Mrs. Blackham’s Freddy ; 

She fears he’s taught young Benjamin 

. Rome wicked tricks already. 

Yet Fred is such an innocent 
{I hav it froni his mother) 

He wouldn't think of doing wrong 
Untempted by another. 


On! when I think Pve found the boy 
Whose ways are so disgracin’, 
I always learn he's some one else, 
And livs some other place in. 
And if we cannot search him out 
He will (most dreadful pity !) - 
Spoil all the boys who otherwise 
Would ornament our city.  —Babyhvod. 
—— 9$ 9—— — — —— 
A Three-Legged Dog. 

You never saw one, did you? .No, you 
never did. A dog that walked on threc legs! 
But I hav seen such a dog, and he got along 
very well on his three lezs—better than you 
would think. His name was Rover, and. he 
was owned by Mr. and Mrs. Smith, who keep 
alauadry. Rover was a great pct, and was 
really a fine, intelligent dog. He was not 
cross, and always made very free with chil- 
dren and others with whom he was ac- 
quainted. Me used to hav great fun helping 
himself to food from the children's hands 
when they were eating. I remember little 
Susie's first acquaintance with Rover. This 
is the way she told it: “I was walking along 
eating a piece of pie, when the laundryman's 
dog came up and stood on his hind legs and 
tried to get it out of my hand. ‘You can't 
hav my pie,’ I said, and then he tipped me 
over and took my pie in his mouth, he did, 
the laundryinan's dog, and I cried.” 

Her own little dog witnessed this perform- 
ance, and, uot daring to attack Rover, ran 
barking into the house, and pulled Susie’s 
mamma by her dress until she went out to 
see what he meant, when he guided her to 
where little Susic lay kicking and screaming 
on the ground, with Rover beside her, con- 
tedly finishing the piece of pie. 

When Rover was ten years oldja man threw 
a stone at lim and hurt one of his fore legs, 
so that a sore came upon it. It grew worse, 
and a physician was called. It was so bad 
.that, in order to save Rover's life, it was 
thought best to amputate the leg, which was 
done, quite near to the body. It healed over 
nicely, and Rover limped about for a good 
while on his three legs. His master and mis- 
tress were very kind, and treated him pre- 
ciscly at if he were a child who could not 
speak and tell his troubles. It was quite a 
curiosity to see Rover going about so well on 
his three legs. But last winter Rover's 
health began to fail. I think he was about 
eleven years old, or twelve, and the infirmi- 
ties of age began to tell upon him. Finally, 
the stump of the amputated leg became af- 
fected with gangrene, and, as it was offensiv 
and: certain death, apparent, to spare him 
some hours of pain, he was kindly helped 
along the road where all must go at last. 
Rover died. Gentle 
him a grave, and laid him away, and his loss 
was sincerely mourned by those who had 
been so long and fondly attached to him. 
Rover had his faults, doubtless, as all dogs 
hav, but he had his dogly traits, as well. He 

."cwas honest, truthful, and sincere, devoted to 
the end—faithful unto death. S. H. W. 


hands tenderly made: 


Stop and Think. 


When anger Bids you say a bitter thing,- 
Just stop a moment, if you can, to think; 
For words are cruel and they leave a sting, 
And onecan never know how deep they sink. 


- When anger bids you answer with a blow, 
Just stop a moment; 'tis'a senseless thing, 
As one who sacrifices self must know 
How little to his honor it will bring. 


When anger shows a fault in long-tried friend, 
Just stop a moment till you understand 

The motiv prompting him; and in the end 
You will forgiv, and lend a helping hand. 


When anger bids that you resent a wrong, 

Just stop a moment till you know the right, 
Then yield to it, and let your blows be strong, 

Nor stop a moment till you win the fight. 

—— 9 ,9——— — — — 
A Clever Hummning- Bird. 

TH tell you how 2 clever humming-bird 
shielded her little ones from the rain. There 
they were, a nestful, and the rain beginning 
to fall. The people who had watched the 
nest out of their window were concerned 
about the young birds, but the mother-bird 
evidently was prepared for the emergency. 
Near the nest grew a large leaf—it was a but- 
ternut-tree—and on one side of the nest à 
small twig stuck out. When the drops began 
to fall, she came quietly and with many tugs 
pulled the leaf over the litde nest, for a roof, 
and hooked it by the twig on the other side, 
which held it firmly. 1 

Thus the half-feathered babies were kept as 
dry under their green roof as if their house 
had been built by a carpenter, like the spar- 
row-houses all around on the trees. 

. When the rain was over, the mother came 
back and unhooked the leaf.—St. Nicholas. 
—^ oo- 
Alcohol, Muscle, and Brain. 

We put a drop of alcohol into a man's cye. 
It poisons it. We try it upon the lining of a 
living stomach. Again it poisons it. We 
study, after death, the stomachs of drinking 
men, and find alcohol produces in regular 
stages redness, intense congestion, morbid 
secretions, dceper hurt, destruction of parts, 
utter rnin. We study its influence upon the 
health and strength of sailors and soldiers, 
and find it helps to freeze them in the Arctic 
regions and exhaust them in the tropics. We 
watch two regiments on a long march in In- 
dia, one with and the other without grog, 
and are driven to the conclusion that even 
moderate quantities of alcohol weaken the 
muscles and break the endurance. We visit 
the training grounds of oarsmen, pedestrians, 
and prize-fighters, and learn everywhere the 
same lesson—alcohol is a poison to muscle 
and brain.— Dio Lewis. 


Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—REBUS. 


Hight mottoes for young folks, 


2.— CONUNDRUM. 


What horticultural operation are these boys 
attempting? 
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Correspondence. 


SALEM, Irs., June 15, 1886. 

To Miss Wixon AND THE Corner: Seeing 
my otlier letter in print, I thought I would 
try again. It has been raining a great deal. 
I hav just received a letter from a young Lib- 
eral friend of Macon county, N.C. I will say 
I would like to be with him at his home. 
There is a Sunday-school at our school-house, 
which I do not think is the place for such 
things. Well, I must tell you I am hearing 
some fine music just now on an accordeon 
played by a German. I think the large car- 
toon of ‘‘ Jerked to Jesus; or, Heavenward 
by Hemp," and “ Our Janus-faced Religion ” 
are excelled by nothing except our Corner. 
One of my twin brothers is very Bick, but I 


think he wil recover. Well, I guess I will 
close, for fear of making my letter too long. 


-I will ask for correspondeuce from some of 


the young friends of the Corner. I will 
close, wishiug success to Miss Wixon and the 
Corner. Rurus O. WILLIAMS. 

P.S.—I send my sincerest thanks to Mr. H. 
Gilmore for the song which he has becn so 
kind as to send me. R. 0. W. 

[We are pleased to hear from Rufus again 
and thank him for kind wishes. We trust his 
sick brother is quite well by this time.—Ep. 
C. C.] 


RoonzrrLE, ILL., June 14, 1886. 
Drar Miss Wixon: My papa takes Tne 
TRUTH SEEKER, and I like to read the little 
letters in the Children’s Corner. I gota letter 
from Sam Newton from Cuba. He sends me 


‘a leaf that grew on the grave of Colambus. 


My papa had the pleasnre yesterday to giv 
Mr. Otto Wettstein a ride ont*in the country. 
His little boy and little girl went too. I will 
close for this time. 
Yours, Wiemke Prats. 
P.S.—My grandpa bought several Free- 
thought badges from Mr. Wettstein. He 
gave one lo papa. They are nice. W.P. 
[We are glad to add our friend to our list 
of correspondents, and shall be pleascd to 
hear from him again. Mr. Wettstein’s badge- 
pins are handsome. ( 
dren’s Corner wears one, and she also has 
another, left in her charge by Mr. Wettstein 
for sale. The same will be forwarded to any 
address named on receipt of the price, $4.] 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 


Youth. By Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
stition. The Only lilustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children's Story-Book ever issued. 66 full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heavy 


toned paper, broad, margins, uminated 
covers ; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1.25. 
Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 
at 


e Young Folks. By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued at a reduced price of 
$1.95, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photograph of the author which adds very 
much to the value of the volume. 

By 


The Youth's Liberal Guide. 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M, Price; $1.00. This 
volume aims at the education of youth in the 
principles of Freethought, at the same time 
that it inculeates moral duties and human 
rights froma standpoint of pure reason and 
gomman, sclise. ddress THE TRUTH 


LITHOGRAPHS 


CHARLES DARWIN 


Admirers of the Great Naturalist, and practically 
the father of Evolution, will be glad to know that 
we hav a fine lithograph of him for sale—size 
1834x24 inches on heavy plate paper. Framed, the 
picture will make a splendid ornament for the 
parlors of Freethinkers. Price, 25 cents. — 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Pl., New York. 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS. 
The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonnell, 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day oi 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents ; cloth, $1.25. i 


Family Creeds. By William McDon- 
nell, author of “Exeter Hall" Price, cloth. 
$1.25; paper, 75 cents. 


Exeter Hall. “ One of the most excit- 
ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404 pages. $1.25. 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story. From the London edition. By 
‘Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 
80 cents. ! . 

All in a Lifetime.’ A Romance. By 
Miss Susan H. Wixon. “The great charm of 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
monlifc,and are pertrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcel prepared to ex- 

ect to find, in such a marked degree, even 
rom 80 gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and_lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks." Price, 


$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. 


From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
SEVENTH EDITION. 

A most powerfully written book.—Phila. Record. 

This Book is not a Book! It is a Deed! and 
those who oppose it will prove that they fear it.— 
Vienna News, Price, 50 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER ÇO., 
33 Clinton Pl.. New York. 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT ; 


: OR, 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
. Dedicated to the clergy 


BY 
H. J. SEIGNEURET, 
Secularist. 
Price, z - - - 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER co. 


The editor of the Chil- | 


| 


CANADIAN SECULAR UNION 


LEAFLETS. 


Long felt want supplied at last. 


Small cost.—Concise argument.—Written in a 
spirit of love and candor that will  ' 
Awake Thought without arousing Prejudice. 
Five Hundred of any one kind for $1. 
Sabbath or Sunday, Which ?—Historical. Evi- 
dence how Sabbath was Changed ?—Immor tality.” 
The aims and objects of Secularism.—The Bible,. 


What it has done for humanity, 
500 for $1. 
. The Best Leajlets Ever Issued. 
Prepared by leading lecturers, and carefully re~ 
vised by committee of our most able Secularists. 
Address CANADIAN SECULAR UNION, 
Science Hall, Millichamps Buildings, 
4t27 Adelaide St., East, Toronto, Ont. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, it is now kuown to be the work of W. 
H. BURR, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at this office. 


ELEMENTS 


ONIVERSAL BISTORY 


n 
HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS ] 


AND FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. 
By Prof. Hi. M. Cottinger, A. M. 


This book is just what the busy world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of history from 2,000 
years B.C. on up to 1883, all in a nutshell.—Et- 
mina Slenker, 

As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place; iu the family it would be no 
less important, as conveying information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan Wizon. , 

Mr. Cottinger's intentions in writing this book 
are excellent, and his standpoint admirable. It 
may be commended as fulfilling, its purpose of, 
concise and interesting historical text-book.— 
Mwwaukee Sentinel, 

Price, Cloth, $1.50, 
For Schools, in Quantities, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Books on practical Steps in Fresens Needs. 


History of Woman’s Costume Movement; its 
first 35 years, Events and Persecutions, Supple- 
mented by Modern Martyrdom. 182pp., fine paper, 
25c. Progress vs. Fashion. 382pp., paper, 10e 
Woman's Way Out. 32pp., paper, 10c, Love an 


Transition. Poctic, in two parts; an Epic. and an |. 


Argument. 191pp.,in fine cloth and gilt, 75e. 
Sent on receipt of price, by the author, 
tojni M. E. TILLOTSON, Vineland, N. J. 


VOLTAIRE S ROMANCES. 


CONTENTS : 

The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.—Zadig ; 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princess 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowns. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas.— 
The World asit Goes.—The Black and the White. f 


at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato’s Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid paper. With 67 
engravings. Price, cloth, bevele oards, $2.00. 
Halt calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


The Bl Analyze 


John ER. Keiso, A.M. 


CONTENTS : 

The Old Testament.—The New Testanient.—The 
Creation.—The Deluge.—The Exodus.—Th 
cles cf the Bible.—The Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Bible.—The 
Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 
the Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 
Savior. i 

Crown octavo, 833 Pp. ; 
by mail, post paid. Price, $3.00. 


THE Riski or 


INTELLECTOAL LIBERTY 


From Thales to Copernicus. 


By FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND, Author of ' "The 
Reign of the Stoics." 


“ This is a book not only to be read once, but to 
be kept and referred to, and pondered over fron. 
year to par It is a guide-book of Liberalism 
through the past centuries prior to 1600, the era of 
Copernicus and Bruno. It does not take the place 
of other histories like Gibbon, Hallam, or Lecky 
but it makes them intelligible by pointing out the 
white light that has been cast upon the lurid 
clouds of ignorance, superstition, and cruelty, 
from the little stream of Freethought that has 
flowed in its ragged, broken, and obstructed courre 
down through the ages which now liv only as our 
realm of Memory and Admonition.” 


Octavo, 458 pp. PRICE, $3.50. 
Address THE TRUHT SEEKER. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-pago picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it. 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents; 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish that the friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


THE MODERN BALAAM. 


Showing the Balaam of modern times to be jhe 
priests. Itisa splendid pictorial argument. Price, 
per dozen, 80 cents por hundred: $1.50. 


—Memnom the Fhijosopher. Andros Des Touches.. 


e Mira-` 


Splendidly executed. Bent. 


» E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., 
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` 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. 
CALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
OANADA.. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto. 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
$ IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. - 
Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. l 
7 : INDIANA. 


J. R.-Monroe, Indianapolis. 


T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
g KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 
, MAINE. : 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrn 
Mills). 
MASSACHUSETTS, 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
: MIOHIGAN, 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
3. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Swan & 0o., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. 
Dr. Wolff, 620 North 5th street, St. Louis. 
Joseph L. Andrew, Liberal. 
MONTANA. 
O. B. Whitford, Butte City. 
'. NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 
OHIO. 
N. Hexter, 303 Supenor street, Cleveland. 


Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 


: OREGON. é 
Wm. Chance, Astoria. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr. J. H. Rhodes, 815 North 10th st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard. st., Phila. 


` H. Clay Luse, Waynesburg. 


W. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
TENNESSEE. 

Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 

- TEXAS. 
T. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 

UTAH. 

James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 

7). F. Keeler, Park City. 

W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 


` John A. Jost, Ogden. 


* ears, which we offer for sale. 


Henry Booth, Stockton. 
VIRGINIA. 
Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker, Snowville. 


ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s Court, Fleet street, 
London. : 


< Mottoes for Freethinkers 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
These mottoes are 
. tended to take the place of the ** God-bless-our- 
home” placards which disfigure the walls of so 
many houses. They are printed on heavy card- 


‘board, 9 inches by 221-8. The motto is in black, 


with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gram of U. M. L. The following are the various 
1 adings: 


THE LIVING HAV A RIGHT TO.CONTROL 
THE WORLD. 


SUPERSTITION IS THE CHILD OF SLAVERY. 


“REASON I8 THE LAMP OF THE MIND, 
THE ONLY TORCH OF PROGRESS. 


UNIVERSAL MENTAL LIBERTY. . 
deesocceecosceccooosecco Beesooooooe es vto e ost s 


THE TIME TO BE HAPPY IS NOW. : 
AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY IS HERE. 


NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE M 
TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES you. . 


THE WORLD IS MY COUNTRY; : 
TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION. : 


The price'of each of the foregoing is 25 cents. 
For Freethought societies there is a large card 
2 x 15inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
wading, containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
digm. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
he lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Price, 30 
rents. Any of these will be sent postpaid, securely 
rapped, on receipt of price. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
. 83 Clinton Pl., New York City. 


ADAMI AND HEVA. 
BY 8. P. PUTMAM. 
1 poetic version of the Indian Story of the Gar- 
4 of "Eden, in which its superiority to the muti- 
ed copy —the Genesis legend—is shown. 
PRICE, 10 CENTS. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


Price, Twent 


y-Five Cents. 


THE 


‘TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 


FREETHINKERS’ ALMANAC 


—C1886.o0- 


(E. M. 


280.) 


WITH THIRTY PORTRAITS OF DISTINGUISHED .EUROPEAN FREE. 
THINKERS, SCIENTISTS, AND PHILOSOPHERS, AND 
NUMEROUS OTHER ILLUSTRATIONS. 


——— d. ———- 

CONTENTS. l 
PAGE PAGE 
Calendar for 1886, - - - - 5| The Imn Virgin, - - - - - 7 
Freethoughtin the United States, 1885, 17 Religic us Divisions of the World, 82 
How the Church Filches from the | a, | Paine Memortal Hall. (Illustrated), 83 
Public Contributions to the Church, 28 ris hod n U z H A E 84 
The Religion of Crime, a A i m mmigrat! pn to the U. 8. 1820 - 1384, 87 
Chaplains in our Army and Navy, 32 Freethought ia Australia, = z 88 
The Higher Life. By Courtlandt Palmer, 34 E. bn the Continent, in 9? 
My Dream. By Samuel P. Putnam, 37 Subjects of Fustration, - + =- 95 
The American Secular Union, - - 4o Freethought Journals, os 100 
Statistics ofour Foreign-born Population,gg | Religious Detiominations, goes 
The Curate of Churnside. (Seleéted Story.) Area and Val ae of Farms, = 103 
By Jas. Payne, - 7 > c 50 | Population of Large Cities, * = 103 
How Voltaire Died. By the Editor, 64 ! Liberal Lecttirers, + + >- >» 104 

ILLUSTRATIONS. ' 


Lick Observatory, Saladin, 


Edward Gibbon, Goethe, 


Girard College, Philadelphia,| Annie Besant, Max Muller, Rohert Burns, 
Freethought Hall, Waco, Mary Wollstonecraft, | Thos. Huxley, Richard Carlile, . 
Texas (Interior view), G. W. Foote, Voltaire, Herbert Spencer, 

Freethought Hall, Waco Austin Holyoake, Chas. Darwin, Castelar, 
Texas (Exterior View), J. S. Mill, Rousseau, Bradliugh, 
The Tent, George Eliot, Humbo'dt, Chas. A. Watts, 
Iron Virgin, Geo. Standring, Byron, J. A. i? roude 
Paine Hall, Ernst Haeckel, 5belley. Joba Tyndall. 
Moncure D, Conway, Auguste Comte, David liume, 
— À———— 
NEW YORK: / 


THE TRUTH SE 


EKER COMPANY, 


33 CLINTON PLACE. 


HISTOHY 

OF THE . j 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT; 
Of Europe. 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 
Revised Edition—2 vols—Price. $3. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Sabbath- Breaking. 


By° JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
Author of “False Claims," “Bible 
Morals,” Etc. 


The best and most thorough work ever written 


on the Bunday Question from a rational point of 
view. i 


Large and Handsome Print. 
SınaLe Coriss, - - 
Six Corrzs, z á a 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place. New York. 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SUUIAL 
SUBJECTS : 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
80me 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in English or German 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. 

SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the'l'roublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B, Foote. Five volumes, a£$1 cach, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2. 

SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
950 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth 
volume of “Scieucein Story.”) 50 cents. : 

HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages. 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam 
phletsy. By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: ‘ Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, adyocating personal and public hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; “Health in the Sun- 
beam,” considering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and well. By mail, 10 cents each. 

HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). “The Law 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages, cloth 
bound, $2; “Heredity,” by Loring M oody, 159 
pages, cloth, 75 cents; “The Law of Heredity,” by 

. H. Marsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 
Human Temperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; * Generation before Reger- 
eration,” by Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; 'T«- 

orts of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
Ie EM centa : NT Annual Oon vention of the 

stitute of Heredity, May 29, 1883. cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


25 cents. 
$1.00. 


« For either of these porke, or Any 


REPLY 
TO REV. L. A. LAMBERTS 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.” 
By B. W. Lacy 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priest 
sophistry, unfairness, and histor- 
ical misstatement. 
Prie., Cloth, $1; Paper. 50 Cents 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


KERSEY GRAVES’S WORKS. 


Sixteen Saviors or None. By Krr- 
SEY Guaves, auther of the World’s Sixteen 
Crucificd Saviors; The Bible of Bibles, and 
Biography of Satan. Paper, 75 cents; cloth, $1. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thorsaud biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
delineation of the characters of the principal 
perronnges of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of their doctrins. Price, $2. 

Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domaius. 
Price, 35 cents. 

s Q aj 

The World’s Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
iors; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Contaiuing new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 
origin of all the doctrines, principles. precepts, 
and miracles of the Christian New Testament, 
and furnishing & key for unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 
history of sixteen oriental crucified gods. $2. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
33 Clinton Placa. New Ynrk. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli- 
cal Works. 
By THOMAS PAINE, 


“The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, eam Six copies for 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 
Speaking of this werk in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepe- 


ration.” ` 
Price, 35 cents. 


of Paine's 
Address THE SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Mace, New York. ` 
THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 
Price, 25 cents. 


writings, 


S. P. Putnam's Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
Its Scientifle Solution, with some Criticisms of 

niversology. Price, 20 cts. 

Waifs and Wanderings, 2 New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
“ A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power ; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day..—Jonn 
Swinton's Paper. 

Golden Throne, a Romance. “The 
author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is within him. The book is filled with 
manly thoughts, expressed_in manly words— 
the transcript of am oly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ "—INGERSOLL. $1. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel andthe Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
Shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. . 

Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty."—Dg. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 


other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 
For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CQ. 
83 Clinton Place. New York. 


Charles Watis’s Works. 


The History of Freethought. Bound 
in cloth and lettered. Price, $1.25. CowTENTS: 
Section I. Detinition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section II, What it 
Owes to Mohammedanism. Section III. Free- 

- thought Martyrs and Confessors. Section IV. 

. Freethought in Contlict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Sec- 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 

The American Secular Union; its 
Necessity, and the Justice of its Nine Demands. 
(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll.) 
32 pages in cover, Price, 10 cts. 

Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv, 22 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 

Christian Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh. Con- 
tents : The Origin of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New, Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 

Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. f 

Fracts. The following tracts by Chas. 


Watts are published.at the low price of FIVE 

CENTS BACH: Defense of Secular Principles; * 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity ; 

Moral Value of the Bible: Freethought and 

Modern Progress ; Christianity, its Nature and 

Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 

larism; Science and Bible, Antagonistic; 

Christian Scheme of Redemption, . For ali of 

the above works address THÉ TRUTH SEEK- 

ER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


FREETHOUGHT WORKS, 


PUBLISHED AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE. 


Resurrection of Jesus. Showing the 
contradictions and doubts in which the 
subject is involved. By W. S. BELL. Re- 
vised edition. 25 cents. 


Revelations of Antichrist. An ex- 
haustiv work proving conclusivly that no 
such person as Jesus Christ existed in the 
reign of Tiberius, but that a Jesus, the 
son of Mary, was stoned and hanged 
about a century before, and that his dis- 
ciples, Simon Kepha, alias Peter, and the 
npostle Paul, both lived and died before 
the Christian era, 446 pages and full in- 
dex, Price, $2. 


The Anonymous Hypothesis of Cre- 
ation. A Brief Review of the so- 
enlled Mosaic Account. By James F. 
Furniss. Cloth, 50 cents. 


The Brain and the Bible. By Ever 
C. Beart. With a Preface by Rozerr G. 
INGERSOLL, who says of it: “This book, 
written by à brave and honest man, is 
filled with brave and honest thoughts. 
‘The arguments it presents cannot be an- 
swered by all- the theologians in the 
world." Price roduced to 31. 


The Creed of Christendom. Tts 
foundation contrasted with its super- 
structure. By W. RATHBONE GREG. One 
“of the clearest anl ablest works ever 
written. $1.50. 


The Essence of Religion. 
German of L. FEUERBACH. 
Essence of Christianity, ete. In cloth, 
reduced to 50 cents. 


The Godly Women of the Bible, A 
History of all the women who figure in the 
Bible. Sharp and telling in style. Paper, . 
50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. : 


The Heathens of the Heath. A finely 
written Radical romance. By Wm. Mc- 
Dorney, author of Exeter Hall, Family 


From the 
Author of th 


Creeds, Day of Rest, ete. 500 pages. 
Paper, 80 cents; cloth, $1.25 
The Holy Bible Abridged. Contain- 


ing the choice passages und lovely mor- 
ceaus particularly pleasing to COMSTOCK. 
165 pages. Paper, 30 cents; cloth, 50 cts. 


The Jamieson-Ditzler Debate. <A 
nine-days' debate on God, the Bible, 
Christianity, and Liberalism. Between 
W. F. Jamieson and Rev. Jacos DrTZLER, 
D.D. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
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Book Notices. 


Sacrep MYSTERIES AMONG tHE Mayas AND 
THE Quionxzs, 11,500 Years Aco. Their Re- 
lation to the Sacred Mysteries of Egypt, 
Greece, Chaldea, and India; Freemasonry 
in Times Anterior to the Temple of Solo- 
mon. Illustrated. By Augustus Le Plon- 
geon. New York: Robert McCoy, 4 Bar- 
clay street. 


The Mayas and Quiches were people in- 
habiting the countries now known as Central 
America and Yucatan. 'These people M. Le 
Plongeon evidently believes to be the oldest 
in the world. The six-thousand-year chro- 
nology of the Bible does not trouble him in 
the least, and Adam and Eve he passes over 
as myths, and thus begins the investigation 
with mind untrammeled. To all appearances 
these ancient Americans can claim as great 
antiquity as any other race. The writer finds 
among them nearly all of those symbols that 
&re associated with great age. Indeed, he 
sees reason to believe that the center of cul- 
ture was here, and that the Mayas and Qui- 
ches sent out colonies, as England does now, 
carrying with them the arís and other ad- 
junets of civilization. Hence came the secret 
ceremonies of Freemasonry, the sacred mys- 
teries and rites of Egypt, and further along 
all the holy absurdities that exist to-day or 
hav existed in the past. Facts to corroborate 
this theory are not wanting. The Maya Hier- 
atic alphabet and the Egyptian alphabet are 
given side by side, and resemble each other to 
a degree which shows that they had a com- 
mon origin.. A great many theories hav been 
furnished to account for the cross being a 
universal sacred symbol, all of which are sat- 
isfactory, but M. Le Plongeon givs a new 
one. He holds that the constellation in the 
heavens known as the Southern Cross, ap- 
pearing at the end of the dry season as a har- 
binger of moisture, made the cross dear to the 
eyes of all pious Mayas and Quiches, and 
from them the notion spread to other coun- 
tries. The book is full of interest, a specially 
attractiv feature being the illustrations. 
These are called Moss types. They are act- 
ual photographs of the ancient works of Cen- 
tral America and Yucutan, transferred to 
metal and printed upon fine paper in & man- 
ner which reproduces the original photograph 
with almost perfect fidelity. 


Moses BgroxE THE Court; or, the Forgery of 
the Old Testament. Dedicated to the 
Clergy. By H. J. Seigneuret, M. D. (alias 
Secularist), a graduate of the University of 
France, and Author of St. Matthew Before 
the Court. New York: The Truth Seeker 
Company, 33 Clinton Place. 

“St Matthew before the Court” was reviewed 
in these columns some time since. ‘‘ Moses 
. before theCourt” is quite as thorough a refu- 

tation of the idea that Moses had anything to 
do with making the Old Testament as the 
former órochure is that Matthew was the 
author of the forged gospel which contains 
his name. 

' The first thing the author does is to show 

that Moses was as really a myth as was 

Brahma, Buddha, or Chrishna. While Egyp- 

tian history tells about a man who, prob- 

ably, Josephus calls Moses, the man referred 

to by contemporary historians was a leper, a 


priest of the sun, and was expelled from. 


Heliopolis (the city of the sun), and became 
a brigand, a kind of leader among the 
brigands, who, with his band of vagabonds, 
committed all sorts of atrocities. These 
brigands finally built a city culled Hierosyla 
(Jerusalem) or the city of robbers. (See 
Josephus against Appion, book 1 § 34.) 

The argument before the court is that 
these books are without date—that the kings 
of Egypt are not even mentioned by name, the 
title Pharaoh being only equivalent to king. 

_He then shows the book to be filled with 
anachronisms, such as recording Moses’s 
death, burial, the mourning for him, and his 
grave not being found unto this day; that 
it contains the history of cities that could not 
by any possibility hav existed until at least 
344 years after the pretended death of this 
pretended Moses. ‘‘ Dan” is a case in point. 
(Gen. xiv, 1; Judges xxviii, 28, 29; Deut. 
xxxiv, 1.) 

Again, Genesis givs the names of eight suc- 
cessiv kings ‘‘ who reigned in Edom before 
any king reigned in Israel." As Saul was the 
first king of Israel, it could not hav been 
written until after his day. As it speaks of 
kings of Israel in the plural and in the past 
tense, it could not hav been written before the 
days of Solomon, about five hundred years 
this side of Moses. Many other similar 
arguments are introduced. 


Next the doctor proves Ezrs or Esdras, the 
priest, to hav been the forger of the five books 
of Moses. The proof on this point is positiv 
—there can beno mistaking it—that the main 
object was to forage on the people to feed a 
lazy priesthood. On page 29 the writer says: 

Figure to yourselvs a bee-hive full of activ 


workers gathering honey to feed a swarm of lazy 
drones, and then disgorging their surplus in the 


months of yellow-jackets and black felons, and 
hav a proximate idea of the Jewish peo- 
by its priestcraft. Look how this 
yulture Esdras provides for the welfare of his 
large covey of hungry church birds; how he or- 
le to bring in their first-born of every 
also the first fruits, crops, and produce of 
every kind, and for offerings of which they were 

best, obligation to bring the fattest cat- 
tle, no defectiv victims being received. Look alsa 
ow he is anxious that their cellar be supplied 
with the best wines, their oil-jars with the finest 
juice of the olivs, their kitchen with the whitest 
flour and the choicest morsels of roast beef, mut- 
ton, calves, doves, etc., God having his nos- 


you will 
ple eaten u 


ders the peo 
cattle ; 


eating the 


how 


trils satisfied with the smell of burning tallow and 
other refuse burnt on the sacred fire. I tell you, 
.gentlemen, that Esdras must hav felt his pride 
satisfied when, covered with his sacerdotal robes, 
resplendent with gold and precious stones, he 
strutted on the piazza of the temple, contemplat- 


ing with a sneer the ignorant crowd of supersti- 


tious Jews prostrate at his feet. Our ministers, 


preachers, and priests try yet a parody of that de- 


grading spectacle, but the man of the Vatican 
lessing ome and the universe (urbi and orbi) 

from the peristyle of the basilic of St. Peter is 

to-day the only imitator and successor of the Jew 
sdras. 


Before the writer gets done with Moses be- 
fore the court, he turns prophet and says. 


But the martyrdom of each past Freethinker 
has raised thousands of others to follow on the 
same track. It seems that every drop of blood 
shed for the cause of truth and mental! freedom 
has been a fertilizing dew which has fecundated 
the prolific womb of the goddess of liberty. Let 
us rejoice, then, gentlemen. We are progressing 
onward more and more every day. here there 
was one unbeliever in the forged Bible two hun- 
dred years ago, there are to-day millions. With 
your noble efforts, the time is fast coming when 
superstition shall hav entirely disappeared, and 
when truth, liberty, and mental freedom shall 
reign supreme over the world. | 3 

oO obtain this grand result it may require the 
steady work of a couple of generations, but light 
will come, and our grandchildren, at least, will see 
it shine in all its splendor. They will see the last 
preacher, a Bible under his arm, emigrating to 
some savage island, and will ask their father, 
“Who is this lean and shabbily clothed man?” 
Then he will answer, “ Let this miserable wayfarer 
go in peace, and do not mourn his fate ; with him 
goeth the last enemy of mankind.” 

The book can be had of its publishers for 
10 cents.— New Thought. 


TUE ORDER OF OREATION. 

This contains the controversy betwcen 
Gladstone, Huxley, Muller, Reville, and Lin- 
ton, as to the order in which creation pro- 
ceeded; pp. 178, cloth 75 cents, paper 50 
cents. Those who followed this interesting 
dispute will find this a valuable book, as it 
brings together the ‘arguments of these 
masters of rhetoric, science, and philosophy 
into one compact volume, and enables all who 
care for different kinds of authority upon 
vexed questions, to see what these modern 
lights each hav to say as to the evident con- 
flict which exists between Genesis and 
Geology.—The Path. 


Every number of the Popular Science 
Monthly contains matter of value. All sub- 
jects of scientific interest are treated, always 
by their abiest exponents. The July number 
is no exception, and among its dozen articles 
there is not one that will not doubly repay 
perusal. Price 50 cents per number; to be 
had through this office. : 


The North American Review for July con- 
tains sixteen articles. The first is by Minister 
to Turkey S. S. Cox on ** Mohammedan Mar- 
riages;" the second is a continuation of the 
remarkable series of * Letters to Prominent 
Persons,” by ‘‘ Arthur Richmond,” addressed 
this time to the Rev. Dr. Dexter. There are 
also a number of historical letters from Sher- 
man and Grant, besides other contributions 
from prominent writers. The price of the 
Review is 50 cents per number. It can be or- 
dered through this office. 

“The Alpha and the Omega. An Exposi- 
tion of the First Half of the Book of Revela- 
tion of St. John,” has by some means found 
its way to this office. It is a pamphlet in 
short, poetry-like lines, written by the Rev. 
S. L. Cousins, B A., retired chaplain R.N. 
If the fact that Mr. Cousins is a retired chap- 
lain did not inform us that he is.already well 
along in years, we should feel like remarking 
that he will feel ashamed of this performance 
when he is older. There may be hope for 
him yet. Mr. Byrne, a graduate of Princeton 
University, says concerning this work: “ As 
a study for the curious, it will well repay 
perusal.” We doubt it. Mr. Byrne signifi- 
cantly adds, with an ungrammatical confu- 
Sion of numbers inexcusable in a college 
graduate: “Itis given as a theory, which one 
can accept or reject as to them seems best.” 

The Forum, the new first-class monthly, 
has at once taken its place where it belongs, 
near the head of the list. Here is the con- 
tents of the June number: “‘ Arbitration in 
Labor Disputes,” Justice T. M. Cooley; 
** From Puritanism—W hither ?" Bishop F. D. 
Huntington; “ The Limit of Speed in Ocean 
Travel,” Prof. R. H. Thurston; “How I 
was Educated,” Chancellor John H. Vincent; 
“ Mischievous Philanthropy,” Prof. Simon 
Newcomb; ‘‘The Persistence of the Keely 
Motor," Pazk Benjamin ; “ The Evolution of 
the Boycott,” Dr. William A. Hammond; 
"'The Psychical Wave,” Elizabeth Stuart 
Phelps; ‘‘The Future of Sunday Journalism,” 
Rev. Julius H. Ward; ‘‘Something More 
about Domestic Service,” A. B. McMahan. 
The Ferum sells for 50 cents a number. 


Subscription $5 per year. Like all other good 
publications, it may be had through the 
TRUTH SEKKER office. 


There is a good deal of queer matter 
printed, but abont the queerest yet is Mrs. 
Julia Franklin’s pamphlet, ‘“ The Truth Un- 
veiled,” published.at the office of Foundation 
Principles, 429 First avenue, Clinton, Iowa. 
It attacks marriage, theology, and govern- 
ment with equal incoherence, and has tacked 
on as “addenda” communications from 
Spinoza, Humboldt, George Washington, 
Benjamin Franklin, Lafayette, Lucretia Mott, 
and others. testifying that these are their sen- 
timents. Five or ten cents forwarded to 
Foundation Principles at the address given 
would probably result in the receipt of this 
pamphlet. 


“The Hindoos-as They Are” was the title 
chosen by A. Ruthnasawmy Mudaliar, B.A., 
for his lecture at the sixth anniversary of the 
Madras (India) Progressiv Union. The lect- 
ure is published in pamphlet form, and will 
be found to deal also with Hindoos as they 
ought to be. The writer is himself a Hindoo, 
and a heretic not only to Christianity but to 
Brahmanism. He regards the Vedas much as 
he does the Bible, as not necessarily to be 
relied npon where there seems to be good ev- 
idence that they are misleading. In this re- 
spect he differs from Colonel Olcott of the 
Theosophical Society. 

Mr. Mudaliar criticises many customs in 
vogue among his countrymen. He asks them, 
for instance, ‘‘ How many do you think you 
will find who can giv you an intelligent and 
consistent reason for the three horizontal or 
the three vertical lines which they carry as 
marks on their foreheads?” 
taking a plurality of wives as a proof of 
wealth and respectability is likewise con- 
demned; as is also the perpetual widowhood 


enforced upon Hindoo women. Signs, how- 
ever, are not wanting that these practices are 
destined to sink into desuetude before ad- 
vancing enlightenment. The essayist notes 
that the Vedas and Shastas are dropping into 
forgetfulness on account of the inability of 
the younger generation to read them, but he 
sees in this no cause for regret. He believes 
that the languages in which these ancient rec- 
ords are written are no longer useful to be 
studied. 

The intelligent young men of India are 
blossoming out into Materialists; that is to 
say, they prefer knowledge to myth; and 
there. as in Europe and America, are to be 
found the reconcilers who are endeavoring to 
find in the old fables and traditions ‘“the 
adumbrations of the facts and demonstrations 
of Western science.” The prevailing religion 
of India is Brahmanism; aud Mr. Mudaliar 
pays that religion a high compliment for its 
toleration when he says that Secularists and 
Freethinkers ‘‘hav not here to labor under 
the misconceptions and prejudices which in 
Europeand America embitter thelife of many 
an honest seeker after truth.” 

This pamphlet is put forth by the Madras 
Secular Society. Price one anna. 


Good Words for Our Lecturers. 
REMSBURG. 

J. E. Remsburg has returned from *nis 
Texas tour—one of the most successful he has 
yet made. Large audiences greeted hini at 
nearly every place. The following are a few 
of the many complimentary notices he re- 
ceived from the Texas press : 

He is a quiet, yet a forcible and eloquent 
speaker, using elegant language.— Denison 
Daily News. 

The speaker uses excellent language, and 
his manner indicates an earnestness in the 
cause he champions that cannot but impress 
his opponents with his honesty of purpose.— 
Denison Sunday Gazetteer. 

Language that could not fail to thrill the 
soul of every true American.— Ibid. 

A fluent and interesting speaker.— Sherman 
Daily Democrat. 

Mr. Remsburg is an excellent speaker, 
uses chaste and eloquent language, is thor- 
oughly educated, and brings to bear the com- 
bined force of these acquirements in present- 
ing his subject in an exceedingly interesting 
manner.—F't. Worth Daily Gazette. 

Those present were greatly entertained. 
Mr. Remsburg justly ranks as one of the fore- 
most speakers in the Infidel ranks.—Jdid. 

A second Bob Ingersoll. His language is 
elegant and his ideas decidedly peculiar.—Ft. 
Worth Evening Mail. 

His talk was in the main good and logical. 
— QÜOorsicana Daily Courier. 

John E. Remsburg lectured at Mayer's 
Hall last night to upward of eight hundred 
people on the subject of ** Sabbath-Breaking." 
The lecturer is a fluent speaker.— Dallas Morn- 
ing News. 

In language mild and gentle, his proposi- 
tions. were logically constructed, and the 
great array of the best established authorities, 


The custom of* 


together with the many and sélf-evident facts, 
could not fail to fasten the conviction of truth 
on every assertion he made.—Kerens Light. 

The lecturer’s diction was choice and clas- 
sical. The lecture was listened to with 
marked attention, and he was frequently 
interrupted by applause.—San Antonio Ex- 
press. 

The advocates of the. Puritan Sabbath rc- 
ceived a severe and well-merited castigation 
at his hands.— Teras Freie Presse. 

“Thomas Paine, the Apostle of Liberty," 


.was his theme, and a glowing tribute in mas- 


terly language did he pay that great defender 
of the rights of man. The diction and 
thought of the lecture were elegant and pro- 
found, and he was listened to with marked 
attention and frequently applauded.—San 
Antonio Light. EN 

His defense of the life and character of this 
grand old patriot was very able.—Overton 
Sharpshooter. 

His peculiar and yet logical method of rea- 
soning is very striking, and invariably carries 
conviction.—Houston Post. 

The lecturer was scholarly, polished, and 
elegant in his style, and held the rapt atten- 
tion of his hearers from the beginning to the 
conclusion of his remarks.— Waco Day. 


PUTNAM. 

A fair audience assembled at Larsen’s hall 
last evening to hear the lecture of S. P. Put- 
nam, secretary of the American Secular 
Union, of which the famous Freethiuker and 
lecturer, Robert G. Ingersoll, is president. 
The gentleman is a very pleasant and attrac- 
tiv speaker, presenting his views in a forcible 
and logical manner, which held the closest 
attention of the audience. He strikes hard 
blows at the different religious persuasions, 
and provokes much merriment at times, as 
he holds up to ridicule the inconsistencies 
prevailing among believers in the different 
creeds and dogmas of the present age.— 
Herald, Bellevue, Idaho. 


Samuel P. Putnam delivered an eloquent 
lecture last evening on the subject, ‘‘ The 
Glory of Infidelity.” Any person who hears 
Mr. Putnam speak must be convinced of the . 
gentleman's earnestness and conscientious- 
ness in the views to which he adheres. No 
matter how much we may happen to differ 
with him, still there is always admiration in- 
listening to men who hav convictions, and 
dare express them.— Wood's River News- 
Miner. : 

Putnam, the Freethinker, is the best posted 
and best talker we hav ever had on Wood 
River. He has been with us off and on for a 
week, enjoying our beautiful scenery and 
climate, and spending his evenings lecturing 
to those of our citizens who delight to listen 
to words of reason. It’s a fact that the 
theater has been crowded every night when- 
ever Mr. Putnam was advertised to speak, 
and the verdict of our people is in his favor, 
and against the orthodox treatment. We 
were born a Baptist, and as we got older our © 
pate got petrified until we were termed by 
the Idaho mossbacks a ** hardshell.” Brother 
Putnam, by hislecturesin Hailey, has touched 
the chord which expands our mind-vision, 
and we discover that a Freethinker is the | 
only free man on, God's green earth. His 
talk is convincing; we speak from experi- 
ence. It will do you all good. The priest 
and the preacher should listen to him, with- 
out malice aforethought, and it’s ten to one 
they will turn themselvs loose in Mr. Put- 
nam’s very pathway at the next meeting of 
their congregation. Everything which is 
good, ennobling, and which tends to elevate 
man and womankind, Mr. Putnam advocates ; 
that which degrades and debases—be it in the 
Bible or in our daily walks—he knocks ont. 
To-night he goes to Ketchum, and the people 
there should turn out en maase.— Inter-Idaho, 
Hailey, Idaho. f 


The Secret of the Kast, 
OR, 
The Origin of the Christian Religion 
and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 


— 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


Price, $1.00. For sale at this office 
Bible Fabrications Kefuted 


and * 
The Errors of the Bible Exposed. 
BY 0. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
83 Olinton Place: New York. 


Y ngersolls Works. 


The Gods. 


Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, “ The Gods,” 
* Humboldt," “ Thomas Paine,” “ Individnal- 
ity,” and ** Heretics and Heresies,” : 
The Ghosts.. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: “ The Ghosta “ Liberty for Man, 
de 


m in Minois,” 


he Grant Banquet,” “The Rev. Alexander 
Rises before Me Like a 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. : 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 


per, 25 cents. : 


The Christian Religion. By R. G. 
Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah S. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher, Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 

10 cents, $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 


a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by |. 


the editor nr the m Franciscan, 5 cents; 50 
cents per dozen; copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 
` Millions of these should be circulated. ic 


Vindication of Thomas Paine from | 


the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 10 cents. 


Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 


Large size octavo; paper, 15 cents, 


Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 

Bound in one yolume, To meet the demand 
for Mr. Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on “ Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half, 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 


Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll's “Tribute to 

is Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “Grant 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over 

“ Little Harry Miller's Grave,” that they hav 
been-printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suita- 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 


to any address, for 50cts, or either one for 16ct, . 


Prose Poems and Selections. This 
new book isa gem. Itis a model in every re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated ‘Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “ tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together til now; many other gems; 
Selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versationg of the author, The work is designed 

or and will be accepted by admiring friends as 

a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 

urpose, a fine steel portrait, vith antograph 

ac simile, has been prepared especially for 1t. 

Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 

and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 

. gant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 

rocco, gilt, exquisitly tine, $7.50; in full tree 
calf, highest possible style and finisli $9. 


The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and 


Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 


life, price, $1.50 each, Every admirer of these 
-apostles of Religious Liberty should hav them. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
Buperb-p hotograplis, 22x28, $5; panel, 10%x17, 
$3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents; card, 20 cts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
J. E. Remsburg's Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 


Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen. Asa | 


Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality ; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform ; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
Church and the Republic. 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture: Falsehood and 
Deception ; Cheating; Theft aud Robbery ; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars of 
Conquest and Extermination; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals ; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft ; 
Slavery; Polygamy ; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies; $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Bun ay Arguments ; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages: The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws. Price, 95 cents; six copies, $1.00. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts. 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the stor: 
of the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 

dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. . Choice. extracts from * Common Sense,” 
* American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of-Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers’ Convention, January 29, 1884. Price, 


Wcents, OHE TRUTH SEEKER CO 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 
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tion; Twin Monsters from IntellectiarPig- 1 —Frienay moras. ~ 7777 — 7-77 7| 7 Vil 


: Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 Cents, 


SS ^ The Trade Supplied 


at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 
Photo-Engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale at this office. Price, 40c. ; with autograph, 50c. 


Ingersoll’s Tributes 
REOUCED IN PRICE, 
We hav made arrangements whereby we can 


| offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 


soll’s at greatly reduced prices, The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear typo, suitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: 
The Vision of War, 
Tribute to his Brother, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. 
The price of these heretofore has been $1. We 
offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 
THE FOUR FOR FIFTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Pl.. New York. 


A SKETCH OF THE LIFE 


APOLLONIUS OP TYANA, 


OR THE 


First Ten Decudes of Our Era. 


BY 
DANIEL M. TREDWELL. 


Designed to show upon the authority of History 
that Apollonins of Tyana performed miracles and 
spoke wise sayings equal to those attributed to 
Fenna Christ. 350pp., octavo, best style. Price $2.50. 

Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER office. 


A SrUDY 
PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY 


BY LEWIS G, JANES. 


This book treats of the natural evolution of the 
Christian religion, its historical autecedents iu 
Palestinian Judaism and Roman Paganism ; in- 
vestigates the history of the founder of Christian- 
ity in the light of the latest scientific criticism of 
the New Testament; shows that the true story of 
the Man Jesus, and his genuin teachings are 
Beparable from the later legendary accretions 
which hav confounded him with the mythical 
Christ,and traces the natural development of 
Christian dogma and ecclesiastical institutions. 
Complete references and full index.  320pp. 8vo, 
cloth, gilt top. Price $1.50. f 

Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER Office. 


' SOCIAL WEALTH. 


The Sole Factors and Egact Ratios in Its 
Acquirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 


CONTENTS: Economie Schools: a brief re- 
view of their Origin and Growth; Rise and 
Growth of Capitalism; Unearned Increase: 
profit, interest, reut; Conservation of Wealth; 
Tools and Improved Machinery; The Nature of 
Wages; Private and Social Wealth; Land Own- 
ership; Private Property in Land; Capital and 
the Proluctiv Factors; Partnership and Co-op- 
eration; Law of Contracts; Money and Credit; 
Of Value or Economic Ratios; Taxation as a 
Remedy; Reforms, not Remedies; Suggestions 
to Legislators; Conclusion. i 


Price, Cloth, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Clinton Place, New York. 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


The Present and the Future 
Republic of North America, 


BY A CAPITALIST, 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the present 
conditions of society in this country, pointing out 
their imperfections, and showing how it is almost 
impossible that the people should be other than 

; poor and vicious under our present system. ‘The 

j remedy, the anthor thinks, is in communal life, 
and he bas drawn a vivid picture of the future 

; Republie of North America, as it wil be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. ; 


Price. $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 


vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions, 
with numerous references and citations, that 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
of other propositions in the same book. Price 


25 conta. 


RUPTURES CURED 


myMedical Compound and Improved 
lastic Supporter Truas in /rom 30 to 
90 days. Reliable references given, Send 

stamp for circular, and say in what papet 
you saw my advertisement, Address Capt. 


W. A. Collings, Smithville, Jefferson Co, N. Xe 


3 
f 
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SCIENCE. LECTURES. 
p friends visiting Philadelphia should at- ` 
e Spring Course of Science Lectures 


Eppes Rages cue 


unday evening, at the Hall of Friendship 
; Ninth and Girard ave. ‘ 
e at 2:30 (Secular questions). 

PROF. ATKINSON, F.R.A.8. 


DSHIP LIBERAL LEAGUE No. 257 


ery Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
ts.,.at 2:30 and 7:80 P.». for lectures and 
ussions on religious.and social questions, 
akers interest the audience. N.B.—Trnth 
ublications always on hand at cheap rates. 


CON AND SHAKSPERE. 


j that Wm. Shakspere could not write. 
nnets written by. Francis Bacon to the Earl 
x and his bride, A.D., 1590. By Wm. HENRY 
‘Price, 25 cents. For sale at this office. 


o Wettsten s 


40z., stem vind, 11 jeweled, $14.50; same, 15 


jeweled, $23.50; 15 jeweled, $28; adjusted, 


520, 7; $22, 11; and $30 for 15 jeweled move- 
"Lad old, 10 k., $22, 7; $24, 11; 
*jewels. For 14 karat cases add $8. Gents 
Slow. Watches cleaned, $1; springs $1; and 
bd per registered mail. Best spectacle in 
tld, $1. goods must suit or cash back. 
And what isa nicer 
; present for either 
your lady or gentle- 
man friends than 
one of my latest im- 
proved model badges 
in solid gold, artis- 
tically enameled in 
three colors? Price, 
$3, $3.50, $4. Witb 
genuin diamond in 
rising sun, $ and $10, 


OTTO WETTSTEIN 
Rochelle, Ill. 


, R. P, FELLOWS 


Lo—— —o——— 0 ——— » 


fus ularly educat- 
ed and legally quali- 
fied physician, and 
the most successful 
a8 his practice will 
rove. He has for 
wenty years treated 
exclusivly all diseases 
of the Sexual Organs, 
: i in the cures of which 
Jil nd8 preeminent 
'ORRHQGE. 
; and IMPOTENCY 
4 asthe result of self- 
à $ abuse in youth and 
S sexual excesses in ma- 
x turer years, causing 
Oh night emissions by 

* 


o o———o——~# dreans, loss of sexual 
g * power, rendering 
marriage improper and unhappy, etc., are cure 
ermanently by an outside apy ication in sixty 
ays. NO STOMACH MEDICIN USED. | Itis one 
of Dr. Fellows’ valuable discoveries, which is en- 
tirely unknown to the medical profession. It is 
not à catch-penny get up, such as a pad, belt, pag- 
tille, nor magnetic appliance, but sim ply a niedi- 
cin to be applied externally on the parts affected, 
which cures by absorption. Send five 2-cent stamps 
for his “ Private Counselor,” giving full informa- 
tion. Address Dr. R. P. Fellows, Vineland, N. J., 
and say where you saw this advertisment. 


N. B.—Dr. Fellows begs leave to say that he is 
an Infidel of the most pronounced character. Bro. 
Liberals, your patronage 18 solicited. 


* SHUPPEL’S MODERN HOUSES ” No. 3. 
(Just Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: , 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of pamting. 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn-and 
colored, to, supply all the neccessary pieces for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
for putting them together. 

While the supplement affords both old and 
gonna the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. It is,in fact, a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, sealed modcl of one of our 
most popular designs, so exact that it is useful to 
builders. . MIN 

55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000). 

2 New Designs for Barns. 

1 New Design for a Chapel. | A 

Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 

(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 

An Article on Villa Park Associations. 

SENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE, $1. 
Address 


THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN AS90'N. 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


W^ NTED-Lady agents actually clear $20 daily 

with ny wonderful entirely new patent rub- 

ber undergarments for females. A ministers wife 
DAM H. N. LITTLE, 


sold 13 first hour. MA ] 
6197 Box 443, Chicago, Ill, 


(7 ‘Tux Methodist Appellate Court at Philadel- 
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ews of the Week, l 


Ex-PRESIDENT ARTHUR’s health is very fee 
ble. He has just gone to New London, Conn., 
for a change of air. 


In the college boat-races last week Colum- ; 
bia beat Pennsylvania and Harvard, and Yale , 
beat Pennsylvania. i 


Tue $5,000 rhinoceros which the Central lo 
Park commissioners recently purchased died f: 


last Saturday of pneumonia. 

Tur laundry girls who went on strike at 
Troy, N. Y., 
to work at the former rates of pay. 

Tax French princes hav been expelled | 
from France. These gentlemen regard them- |. 
selvs as rightful sovereigns of that republic. 


* ‘THERE will be a sparring match.on the Polo [: 


grounds in this city, July 5th, between Sulli- 


van, of Boston, and Mitchell, of England— : 


provided both are sober enough to appear. 


Taz British Parliament was dissolved by T7 
the queen on the 25th ult., who remarked in [5 


her speech on that occasion that this course {: 
was taken in order to ascertain the sense of f 
hér people on the Irish Home Rule question. 

Danizt Dovaras Howes, the Spiritualist, is 
dead. He was 53 years of age. He is said 
to hav had the power of invoking the spirits 


of people who were dead, and was on that ! i 
account consulted by several crowned heads. | i 


THE strike of the Lake Shore switchmen at ! 


Chicago has been marked by scenes of law- | 


lessness and violence. The strikers. seized 
locomotivs and captured a freight train last i 
Saturday, and a passenger train was derailed. 


. Tns Rev. John E. O'Sullivan, a Catholic |; 
- priest of Syracuse, N. Y., will spend the next | 
ten ycars in the spiritual and bodily retreat at 
Auburn, having been sentenced by the court 
to that number.of years’ imprisonment, for 
outraging a girl. . 


. Tux president went off on an excursion | 

-last weck in a yacht bearing the piratical |’ 
name of Corsair. He left Mrs. Cleveland at | 
home. Since his marriage the president has |, 
been working unusually hard, and is said toj 
be in-need of rest. 


Jupex Davip Davis, of Illinois, died at |; 
Bloomington last Saturday, aged’ 71 years. 
In 1860 his support of ‘‘Old Abe" won him 
the distinction of being known thenceforth as 
Lincoln's right-hand man." His death was 
caused by a carbuncle. 


ALL but fifteen of the 146 inhabitants of 
Pottersville, N. J., went to a church picnic 
one day last week and were poisoned by eat- 
ing icé cream. How the poison got into the 
cream nobody has told. Nearly all the poi- 
soned persons will recover. 


Ur to last Saturday. President Cleveland 
had vetoed seventy-one bills which had passed 
both houses. Sixty-four were pension bills 
and the others were mainly appropriations. 
Àn effort will be made by the Republicans in 
Congress to override some of the vetoes. 


A Ciuro4ao judge holds in the case of Rob- 
ert Schilling, indicted for boycotting, that a 
threat to injure a man’s business is conspir- 
acy. A New York jury has found Paul Wil- 
zig guilty of extortion in accepting money to 
settle a boycott levied by the Carl Sahm Mu- 
sical Club. 


Tux Rev. T. S. Cartwright, of Paterson, 
editor of the Church Press, was sitting in his 
library last Friday reading his Bible when 
-the front legs of his chair broke and he was 
precipitated to the floor in such a way as to 
break two of his ribs. He now desires to 
know what he shall do to be safe. 


phia has granted the Rev. Mr. Goss a new 
‘trial, and ratified the expulsion of the Rev. 
. .Mr. White. The charges against these clergy- 

“men were that the Rev. Mr. White committed 
‘rape upon his servant-girl, and that the Rev. 
Mr. Goss was knowing to the fact but made 
no complaint. 


Frank Howzrr, of Scranton, Pa., promised 
‘to marry Miss Effie Costello, and the wed- 
ding day was fixed. While in New York a 
skort time ago Mr. Howell visited a medium, 
who called up the spirit of Howells father. 
In course of conversation with the defunct 
member of the family the prospectiv bride- 
groom was advised not to marry Miss Cos- 
tello. The young man acted accordingly, 

. and broke off the match. The young lady 
now brings suit for breach of promis, and on 
account of the prominence of both parties 
the case is regarded with extraordinary: in- 
terest. 


three weeks ago hay returned |: 


— Qids aud Ends. 


“ARE you a Christian, young man?" asked a 


‘melancholy missionary of a bystander whom he 


thought might prove a hopeful case. '*Oh! dear 
no,” was the cheerful reply; “ I'm &choir-singer." 


Jones read in the papers that experiments in 
Spiritualism were made in courts during the prog- 
ress of a certain case. “ What are we coming to?” 


he exclaimed, indignantly, “if the very tables of. 


the law commence to turn ?" 


HARVARD COLLEGE is papering dead walls with 
the announcement of the celebration of her 250th 
anniversary. It comes in November, and the 
bones of Cotton Mather are being articulated for 
the occasion. No show this year is complete with- 
out a Jumbo skeleton.—Lise. 


THE ROMANCE OF A POOR YOUNG MAN. 
A young fellow quite fond of champagne, 
Could a case or two easily dragne ; 

But tbe barkeepers knew 

That his shekels were few— 
So he generally had to abstagne. 


TEACHER : “Jessie, can you tell me what it is 
that a cat has that no other animal has?” Jessie: 
“Fur.” Teacher: ‘t Wrong. Carrie, what is it?” 
Carrie: “I don’t know, ma'am." Little Ethel 
(holding up her hand): “ Please, ma’am, I know.” 
Teucher: “Well, Ethel, what is it?” Ethel: 
“ Kittens.” 


** My dear," said an anxious wife to her husband, 
who is running for office, ‘* we must economize in 
every possible way.” “I do economize,” he re- 
plied. “Yes,” she said, bitterly, "you spend ten 
or fifteen dollars a day in treating alot of bar- 
room loafers to beer and whisky just to get them 
to vote for you. Do you cali that economy?” 
“ Certainly; that’s political economy.” 


“Mn. FEATHERLY,” said Bobby at the dinner table 
“how do you pronounce d-o?? ‘Do, Bobby,” re- 
plied Mr. Featherly, indulgently. **How do you 
pronounce d-e-w?” ‘‘D-u-u-ew,” and here Mr. 
Featherly put on. a genteel air for the benefit of 
Bobby's big sister. “Well, then, how would you 
pronounce the second dey of the week?” "''Tews- 
day, I think.” “Youre wrong.” “Wrong? 
How would you pronounce the second. day of the 
week?” “ Monday." 


“PETAH, whut yo’ gwine do wif dat razah— 
humph?" ** Sipee's I'se gwine t! sha’pen dat razah. 
Doan’ yo’ see no mo! out’n dem ole peepe's ob 
yon?” “@ way, Petah! Wha'fur? Wha’ fur yo’ 
a-sha’p'n’n dat razah—humph? Yo’ done got no 
bead, chile!" * G'wzy yo'se'f, ole man; yo’ done 
got no sense. De Baptis’ chu’ch fai' am a-hold'n 
dis eb'n'n--duz yo’ know dat much? An'dat up- 
staht niggah bahbe’s agwine—yo' un’stan’? An’ 
dat yalle’ gal dat tuk up wif dat upstaht niggah 
am agwine—duz’ yo! heah mef An Pse agwine, an 
dis yer razah, she's agwine. G'way yo’se’f.” 


‘Can you conceive,” asked the professor, “ an 
eternal vacuum, a portion of space unoccupied, an 
empty void into which nothing ever enters, from 
which nothing can ever come, which maintain 
inviolate and forever its own eternal emptiness ?” 
“I can,” replied the student; “I hav a stylo- 
graphic pen.” 


TEE colporteur had crossed over the line into 
Kentucky without knowing it, and as he entered 
the tavern with a handful of tracts hesaid : '* Gen- 
tlemen, may I ask you to——" and every gentle- 
man then and tbere arose from his chair, took his 
quid from his mouth and cast it behind the stove, 
and sauntering briskly toward the carpenter-shop, 
said, * Thanks, don't care if Ido.” And then, see- 
ing he was in Kentucky, the colporteur *'jined the 
g2ntlemen.” 


Paine Vindica 


P —0— 


A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Observer's slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 
both the slanders and 

' their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 
—o— 


The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. 


60pp. Price 10 centa;. 12 copies, $1. 


A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death 
bed of Thomas Paine. f 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi~ 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


18pp. Price 5 cents; 25 for $1.00. 


For these two pamphlets address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
88 Clinton P1., New York. 


= Gems of Thought. 


Ir God did say, Keep Saturday holy, the Chris- 
tian Puritan bigots had not the feeblest authority 
in thé, world for getting it aside, and saying Bun- 
day should be the holy day. I deny, and I defy 
proofs to the contrary, that God or his son Jesus 
evérgave a command that Sunday should be kept 
holy. If any day is to be kept holy, it is the orig- 
inal: Sabbath, Saturday, and none other. And 
even the observance of Saturday is an old Jewish 
‘commandment, and is no more binding for us 
than to be circumcised and to burn the blood and . 
flesh of bulls and he-goats to make a sweet savor 
She nostrils of Yaveh.—D. M. Bennett. : 


Vx are laying the foundations of the grand tem- 
‘ple of the future—not the temple of all the gods, 
| but of all the people—wherein, with appropriate 

rites, will be celebrated the religion of humanity. . 

We are doing what little we can to hasten the 
| coming of the day when society shall cease pro- 

ducing millionaires and mendicants, gor ged indo- 

lence and famished industry, truth in rags and 

superstition robed and crowned. We are looking 
: for the time when the useful shall be the honor- 

able, and when Reason, throned upon the world’s 
“brain, shall be the king of kings and god of gods. 

—JIngersoll. 

IN every experimental science there is a ten- 
deney toward perfection. In every human being 
there is a wish to ameliorate his. own condition. 
These two principles hav often sufficed, even when 
cóunteracted by great public calamities, and by 
bad institutions, to carry civilization rapidly for- 
ward. No ordinary misfortune, no ordinary mis- 
government, will do so much to make a nation 
wrétched as the constant progress of physica) 

: knowledge and the constant’ effort of every man 
ito better himself will do to make a nation pros- 
; perous.—Macaulay, 

How ineffectual.are all our efforts to preserve 
| the morals of a people if the laws which regulate 
| the political order doom the one-half of mankind, ` 

to indigence, to fraud, to servility, to ignorance, 
aa superstition, and the other half to be the. 

Blaves of all the folliesand vices which result from 

the insolence of rank and the selfishness of opu- 

lence.—Dugaid Stewart. 
Ye see yon birkie, ca’d a Lord, 
Wha struts and stares and a’ that; 
Though hundreds worship at his word, 
' He's but a coof for a’ that. 
For a’ that and a’ that, 
His ribband, star, and a’ that, 
The man of independent mind, 
He looks and laughs at a’ that. 
; —Burns. 

Tue true law is everywhere spread abroad, it is 
constant,eternal. Itcallsus to duty by its com- 

-mandments; it.turns us away from wrong-doing 
by its prohibitions, We can take nothing from it, 
change nothing, abrogate nothing. Neither the 
senate nor the people hav the right to free us from 
it. Itisnotone thing at Rome, another at Athens; 
one thing to-day, to-morrow another. But, eter- , 
nal and immutable, the same law embraces all 
times and all nations. There is one being alone 
;who can teach it.and impose it upon all—that is 
'.God.—Cicero, 

Tux sensible object is out of man, the religious is 
inhim. Religion is the indirect or imperfect con- 
sciousness that man has of bimself, and the good- 
ness, justice, wisdom which he worships exist only 
as his own attributes.— Feuerbach. 


CERTAINLY if the Bible is such a revelation as 
men claim, it has egregiously failed to answer 
the purpose for which it was intended, seeing that 
men equally able, earnest, and sincere differ 
among themselvs radically and hopelessly.—C. H. 
Brigham. 

MEN are good not, because of their orthodoxy, 
but in spite of it; their goodness is the outgrowth 
of their humanity, not of their orthodoxy. Heresy 
is necessary to progress; heresy in religion always ` 
precedes an endeavor for political freedom. You 
cannot hav effectual political progress without 
wide-spread heretical thought. Every grand po- 
litical change in which the people hav played an 
important part has been preceded by the popu: 
larization of heresy in the immediately earlier 
generation.—Bradiaugh’s Heresy. 


Turis is true liberty, when free-born men, 
Having to advise the public; may speak free ; 
Which he who can and will deserves high praise, 
Who neither can, nor will, may hold his peace. 
What can be juster in a state than this ?—Milton. 


PROTESTANTISM is rapidly declining in Germany; 
it makes no perceptible progress in France; in 
Spain and Italy it has no future. It achieves no 
fresh conquests, and at every point is giving way 
to the pressnre of secular thought. The wail of 
Protestantism is as general as itis pathetic.—O. B. 
Frothingham, 


I THINK I know a worthy man when I meet him, 
and they are so rare in the world that no honor is 
too great for those that aresuch.—Locke's Famitiar 
Letters, 

IxNow not how it is, but most people pieter 
being in error and defending, with the utmost 
pugnacity, that opinion which they hav taken a, 
fancy to, to inquiring, without any obstinacy, 
what is said with the greatest consistency.—Cicero. 

FREEDOM. 


They are slaves who fear to speak 

For the fallen and the weak, : 
They are slaves who will not choose 
Hatred, scoffing, and abuse, 

Rather than in silence shrink 

From the truth they needs must think ; 
They are slaves that dare not be 

In the right with two or three. 


Is true freedom but to break 
Fetters for our own dear sake, 
And, with leathern hearts, forget 
That we owe mankind a debt? 
No! true freedom is to share 
All the chains our brothers wear, 
And, with heart and hand, to be 
Earnest to make others free ! 
—James Russell Lowell, 
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"AS A TREE IS KNOWN BY ITS FRUITS; 
ESO 1S THE-BRUTALITY OF THE MOTHER 


diofes and Clippings. 
Tur Women's Suffrage party's State Com- 
mittee hav sent Governor Hill, of New 
York, a letter of thanks for signing the bill 
declaring that both mothers and fathers can 
legally vote at school clections. 


Tux Rev. PETER Cruppry, of Lowell, 
Mass., recently died, leaving an estate of 
$500,000, acquired by industrious solicitation, 
and which goes to a surviving sister. The 
Catholic authorities hav sued the - estate, 
claiming that the property belongs to the 
church. 

Tuere is a grain bag monopoly in San 
Francisco, and the following notice, sent out 
by an extensiv grain dealer there, shows how 
it works: ** Having learned that some farmers 
intend to put their new wheat into old sacks, 
I now giv you notice that I shall accept new 
wheat only if in new sacks.” 


Turner are 375 railroad stations open on 
Sunday in Massachusetts, while 461 men are 
needed to run Sunday trains. To keep .the 
horse cars in movement, 2,958 men hav to 
work. Some 300 telegraph and telephone 
offices are open on Sunday, employing prob- 
ably twice that number of operators. 


Mus. Mina Baonman, of Logansport, Ind., 
has begun a suit for $1,000 damages against 
the German Lutheran cliurch at that place, 
and also asks for an injunction restraining 
the pastor and trustees from ringing the 
chime of bells of the church. She complains 
that her daughter, who is an invalid, suffers 
severely at each ringing of the bells. Church 
bells ought to go. They are a public nuisance. 


BrasrHEMY is so rife in the north of Italy 
that the archbishop of Genoa has published 
a charge against it, in which he specially de- 
nounces the Secolo of Milan as a blasphemous 
print, which all in whose hands it may fall 
should burn, lest they themselvs be burnt in 
everlasting fire. 


PnaEsiDENT CLEVELAND has signed an act 
granting the franking privilege to General 
Grant's widow. This will relieve her of the 
expense of paying postage on her letters. 
Mrs. Grant's fortune is only about a million 
dollars, and this act will enable her to get 
along without borrowing stamps. There isa 
chance also that the publishers of the gener- 
al’s * Memoirs” will profit somewhat by the 
gratitude of this great republic. 


TALMAGE's excursion with his congregation 
to the Thousand Islands is causing some re- 
mark. It seems that the Sunday which the 
party spent away from home was not ob- 
served as good Christians should observe the 
Sabbath. One brother went fishing, taking 
many of the Tabernacle pilgrims with him, 
while the superintendent got à gun and went 
out and shot a coon. The women went $ail- 
ing, and boating, and fishing. Yet, strange 
to say, nobody was drowned. 


CiuoAGo papers giv an account of the 
movements of Anarchist Parsons since the 
night of the Haymarket riot. When the 
bomb exploded Parsons leaped from the 
wagon and ran to his home, where he held a 
conference with his wife, and they decided 
that his flight was necessary. By morning he 
was on the Rock Island train with a ticket to 
Omaha. His disguise was thorough and 
unique. He took refuge on a farm near Pa- 


pillon, a small town twenty miles west of 
Omaha. There he,remained until June 
18th, when, yielding to the advice of Captain 
Black, he started for Chicago. He boldly en- 
tered Omaha, purchased his ticket, and made 
the journey of five hundred miles without an 
attempt at concealment. Parsons constantly 
communicated by letter with his wife, and 
latterly with Captain Black. 


A. WOMAN and her paramour hav recently 
been tried at Caen, France, for the murder of 
the woman's husband. A letter written by 
the woman was put in evidence, in which she 
said they must kill her husband in order that 
she and her accomplice might pe ‘‘forever 
afterward liappy by the blessing of God.” 
When he was taken very ill she wrote: ‘‘ Oh, 
if it would only please God to remove him.” 
But as he got well they resolved to shoot him, 
and burned a candle to the success of their 
project on the altar of the Virgin. 


AMERIOA now has a full-fledged cardinal. 
Last week Wednesday the red beretta was 
duly conferred upon Archbishop Gibbons at 
Baltimore, in the presence of a large number 
of church dignitaries. Secretary Lamar rep- 
resented the Cabinet at the ceremony. Pres- 
ident Cleveland sent by the Rev. Dr. Chap- 
elle, pastor of St. Matthew’s church, in 
Washington, a personal letter congratulating 
the Cardinal, whose acquaintance and per- 
sonal friendship he has for some time en- 
joyed, upon his elevation to the cardinalate. 
Hail Columbia, happy land! 

Jonn B. Surru, of New Britain, Conn., had 
more apples than he knew what to do with 
last fall, so he stored four hundred barrels in 
a neighbor’s large ice house. In the winter 


the house was filled with ice, all around ‘he 
apples, which were solidly frozen. To Mr. 
Smith’s great surprise the fruit, a short time 
ago, was found to be in perfect, condition. 
He shipped twenty-five barrels to this city, 
and they sold readily at three dollars a barrel. 
More were called for, and now the whole 
four: hundred barrels of hard, fresh, sound 
Baldwins hav been sold at that price, right in 
the middle of June. 


Tux order of the Boston Board cf Police 
closing up bakers’ shops and barber shops 
Sunday still engrosses public attention at the 
Hub, and makes steady business for the 
courts. In the case of Bernard P. Verne, 
charged in the municipal court with keeping 
his barber shop open on the Lord's Day, 
Judge Hardy declined to exercise jurisdic- 
tion, and sent the case to the higher court, 
the bonds remaining the same. This action 
has excited much interest among the barbers 
of the city, many of whom are of the opinion 
that no further arrests will be made—ce1~ 
tainly not until the Verne case is settled. 

Two old people who were on their way te 
church yesterday at Milton, Pa., were run 
over and killed by a newspaper train. This 
sad accident will be held up to the public as a 
strong argument against Sunday newspaper 
trains, but it will be offered by way of offset 
by Colonel Ingersoll that people who remain 
at home waiting for the Sunday newspapers 
to be brought to them are never run over by 
these swift moving trains.— World. If the 
Christians can stand this moral the Infides 
can. It was the Christians who got hurt, 
while the wicked persons on board the traim 
escaped physical injury. .The incident isa 
plain warning against going to chureh. 


. ual facts. 


' “Iwas an awful sinner,” said he, “a great sinner. 


434 NE 


- Sls M 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JULY 10, 1886. rou ee 


the Influence of Religion and Philosopliy on 
^ Morals. . 
BY YAN BUREN DENSLOYW. 

m IL 

1. The primary influence of the doctrin of immor- 
tality, which surrounds man with divine associates in 
‘this life, and points him onward to a larger and more 
intimate association with the divine natures of all 
Íges, in the future life, is most ennobling, in that it 
causes man to set an infinitly higher value on himself 
and on his fellow-man. I think this view redounds 
more to the cultivation of sympathy and love among 
men than any other can ; it magnifies certain peculiar- 
ities in which all souls are equal, and thereby lessens 
the importance of the factitious advantages of birth, 
position, and fortune, and the like in which men are 
unequal. No set of men hav ever defied kingly 
authority more vigorously than the class who relied 
on this as the bottom fact in their creed, that all men 
are equal in the sight of God, Ze. that the lesser 
features in which they are unequal are not to be com- 
pared with the great fact of immortality in which 
they are equal. Republicanism in England, which is 
the parent of republicanism in America, was cradled 
in Puritanism, that of Germany in Lutherism. Sub- 
jects learn earlier to contend against princes and 
priesthood for freedom to worship what they suppose 
to be God than. for the liberty to perfect their own 
welfare or maintain their own rights. , 

The offsets to this moral gain are two: Religion so 
accustoms the human mind to a credulous accept- 
ance of the myths and miracles which are deemed 
necessary to sustain the doctrin of immortality as 
to stultify man’s capacity for distinguishing the cred- 
ible from the incredible, or rather to create a conflict 
between historic truth, which means something that 
actually occurred, and religious truth, which seems 


_ to include whatever produces a sense of religious ex- 


altation and profit, or, as the phrase goes, promotes 
the cause of Christ. 

I am profoundly aware of the true value of literary 
and religious fictions for the inculcation of moral 
ideas. I can see that the question whether the book 
of Job is a ‘novel or a biography is not of the slight- 
est importance on the value of the book as a source 
of religious truth. Fictions are the necessary vehi- 
cles for teaching lessons concerning human character. 
The invaluable lessons contained in Dickens's works 
would notbeenhanced by so much as a hair's weight by 
proving that all his hundreds of characters once lived. 


. Nor would the value of the teachings of Moses, Jesus, 


and Paul be greatly diminished if it were true, as some 
Swedenborgians contend, that no such persons ever 
lived. Religious men are right in asserting that the 
moral faeulby may draw moral and religious truths 
from historic fictions as easily as it can draw immoral 
conclusions from historic facts. The bee will draw 
honey from flowers that drip with poison. The wasp 


. will extract poison from flowers that drip with honey. 


So the moral sensein man is its own distiller; it 


. may grow strong on fictions, it may grow weak on 


facts. Perhaps this will sound to some of you like a 
vain and empty argument in behalf of religious lying. 
I leave that to my critics. I wish merely to indicate by 
a few exumples that this habit of using and manufac- 
turing fiction toillustrate truth is becoming very com- 
mon anong Christians, and that it sometimes fails to 
stand connected with the deepest reverence for act- 
Rev. T. De Witt Talmage, at a recent 
Sunday-school convention in Brooklyn, called to in- 
struct teachers in the method of teaching children, 
got off the following stories: 


He knew of one man who, in a doleful strain, told a con- 
gregation at a prayer-meeting low great a sinner he was. 
I was 
the chief among ten thousand, and the one altogether 
lovely." ` 

Some men never learn how to phrase a prayer. A spirited 
horse was running away with a man, and every minute 
promised to be his last. He grabbed hold of the sides of the 
wagon as it bounded along after the. runaway, and as he 
could not think of any other prayer, he said, “O Lord, 
make us thankful for the mercies we are about to receive.” 

' There was a tiring sameness in the expressions of those 
who had experiences to relate. A young man got up once 
and said: ‘‘I am on the ship of Zion, and we are sailing,up 
the heavenly harbor; soon well reach the Golden Gate." 
Another man said: ''I, too, am on the ship of Zion, and we 
are sailing with a good breeze. J guess we are going as fast 
as thirty knots an hour. Every man is at his post. Soon 
we'll come to the pearly gates." Another arose and said: ‘I, 
too, am on the ship of Zion. Its a steamship—a four hun- 
dred hoss-power. We are going up the heavenly harbor, and 
we are going faster'n any other ship. We're bound to glory.” 


. An old and feeble woman arose and said: '*I'm seventy 


years old, and for fifty years I've been on the road to heaven, 


‘but P've been goin’ afoot, and I expect to keep. goin’ afoot 


until I get there; and it seems to me if you folks that's goin' 
on the steamship don't take care, you'll bust your bilers." 
When this story was told the congregation rocked and 
surged with laughter. ` : : 

It is always diffieult to prove a negativ, and impos- 
sible to doubt a clergyman; but I think that we 
would all assume that Dr. Talmage was not present 
when these supposed facts occurred, and that if we 
had been present we should not hav heard them. 
Still, if some serious man like Mark Twain or Josh 
Billings, who isn’t making up stories for fun, should 
vouch for them, we don't know what we might say. 

. The Rev. J. Hyatt Smith said that he was once trying to 
illustrate the difference between Christ’s joy at the conver- 


sion of a sinner, and the joy the converted one experienced. 
He didn't know how he was going to get through, when 
suddenly a story crept into his mind. His brother Natty, 
when a child, was blind. A cloudy film had spread over his 
eyes, cutting off the sight. One day he and his brother were 
playing on the nursery floor, using a large onion for a ball. 
They rolled and tossed it back and forth, until it became 
bruised and juicy. Natty, in handling it, got his fingers wet 
with the juice, and when he rubbed his eyes with his hand 


he uttered a sharp cry of pain. Then he jumped to his feet, 


and, screaming with joy, exclaimed, ‘‘Oh,I see! I see!” 
The delicate surgery of the onion had cut throug and re- 
moved the film that blinded him. He leaped into his mother's 
arms, quivering with delight, while she clasped him to her 
breast and uttered words of-joy. The happiness of the child 
was one; the happiness of the mother was anoth^r. ‘‘ When 
J returned home after church that Sunday,” said Mr. Smith, 
** my little blue eyes climbed into my lap and. said; * Hyatt’ 
—she has no respect for the cloth; it’s her mother’s training 
—‘ Hyatt,’ she said, ‘was that story about the onion a true 
story ? ‘Yes, my pet, I said. ‘Oh, she said, ‘I thought 
you were only preaching." ” : 


. In the ordinary untheological course of events, if |- 


Mr. Smith had ever had & brother Natty cured of 
blindness by onion juice getting into his eyes, his 
daughter would hav heard of it a thousand times as 
part of the ordinary family history, and as a reason 
for recommending onion juice to all blind people. 
But I fancy that in order to remove a film by onion 
juice, the quantity to be employed would amount 
itself to a cataract of Niagara which would sweep 
away .both patient and malady in: the resistless 
flood and amidst the deafening roar of its falling 
thunders. 
truth is to do it an injustice. It is its rich relig- 
ious truth that compensates for the discrepancy 
that no. member of the family had ever heard of 
it before, and that even its sacredly commissioned 
author in telling it, while in one breath he assures 
his little daughter it is a fact, in the next assures the 


public it is a story. The wcrld had waited for 


eighteen centuries without ar exact definition of the 
difterence between Christs oy at the sinner's conver- 
sion and the joy of the sinner himself. Perhaps some 
sinners had modestly declined to be converted for 
fear their joy should be of the same quality as Christ’s. 
At all events, eighteen centuries 1s long enough to 
wait for anything. Rev.. J. Hyatt Smith is the only 
man that knows. If he dies intestate, without be- 
queathing this faet to the world, it will never again 
be discovered, because no other man will ever hav à 
brother Natty cured by onion juice. Of what conse- 
quence, compared with such a revelation of original 
truth, is the question whether Smith had any brother 
named Natty, or whether Natty was blind, or whether 
he was cured by onion juice? 

Perhaps some of you may remember a celebrated 
trial in which the greatest preacher now living 
figured a year or two ago. For some reason it has 
become impolite to mention this trial in good society, 
although it has never been deemed rude to mention 
the trial of Jesus, or of any person, however eminent 
in piety, who we are quite sure was innocent. Shortly 
afterward there was a little trial of a case in which 
this eminent divine was sued by a dentist for the 
price of his mother's false teeth. The testimony ran 
somewhat as follows: 

Counsel: “ Mr. Beecher, what were these teeth 
made of ?" 

Answer: “I don't know—hav really no idea.” — 

Counsel: * You know they were not made of seal- 
ing-wax, I suppose?" 

Witness: “They might hav been, for aught I 
know." [Laughter.] 

Counsel: “ Or leather, Mr. Beecher?” 

Mr. Beecher: “ Of course. Or leather, for aught I 
know." [Roars of laughter from all parts of the 
court-room. | j 

. Here again, under a veil of audacious and hilarious 
pleasantry, Mr. Beecher, at the cost of a trifling 
fiction, inculeates the great moral and religious truth 
that when a witness is on the stand he is not to say 
anything from which the opposit side of the case can 
draw the least advantage. 

So when Mr. Beecher's novel of “Norwood” was 
published, and he, according to the statements in the 
publie press, went to Canada, and there, in order to 
copyright it, having resided there only one day, swore 
that he was an inhabitant of Canada, a point that, so 
far as I know, had never previously occurred to any 
American author, the religious lesson doubtless to be 
conveyed is that, on a question of copyright in an- 
other country, one day with the Lord is as a thousand 
years and a thousand years are as one day. 

According to my best observation, in the matter of 
scrupulous regard for truth, the Christians of to-day 
occupy & medium position the scholarly skeptical 
class of unbelieving Freethinkers, independent sec- 
ular minds, and non-religious business men rauking 
as a rule higher, and the classes of society which are 
irreligious through animalism and mere grossness 
ranking lower. And yet I hav met with people 
among the class of professors of the Christian relig- 
ion, who use it as a social prop for their respectabu- 
ity, and as an aid in business, whose faculty for lying 
transcended anything that I ever saw, even among 
criminals. i 

I will not refer to the effect of religious ideas upon 
the truth-telling faculty in Catholic countries, where 


To search such a story for historical, 


the bones of the saints must stimulate faith by con- 
stantly curing somebody; the eyes of the Virgin in 
the pictures of the Madonna must open, and her lips 
must move into an approving smile or spoken word 
to the.rapt devotee, and where sacred shrines must 
work their daily miracles. The degree of practical 


respect which these pretenses inspire is happily ex-..- 


pressed by a sign which the mayor in one of the 


. towns in southern France caused to be erected over ` 


one of these miraculous spots. It reads: 
: De pàrs le roi 
Defense a Dieu 
De faire des miracles 
En ce lieu. 


Liberally translated, it would read: 


- By supreme command of the king 
It is strictly forbidden that God , 
Should do any miraculous thing 
To disgrace this sacred sod. 


pose that the belief that one's lies are all forgiven in 
advance for whatever reason the forgivnness issues,, . 
should hav a necessary and irresistible tendency to 
cause men to tell the truth. Christians can see that 
the Mohammedan’s belief that his lies are all irresist- 
ibly foreordained.by Allah, has not a good moral 
effect on the Mohammedan. The Protestant can see 
that the sale by the Catholic priest of an indulgence, 
permitting the faithful to tell so many lies on pay- . 
ment of so much money to the Lord, did not in 
Luther’s time hav a good effect on the Catholic con- 
science, and that investing a priest with the supposed 
power to utter God’s forgivness is an imposition on 
the human mind, and demoralizing. And the good 
Catholics cannot see that it is any safer to hav the 
forgivness of God simply assumed by the believer 
than it is to hav it uttered by the priest. The .phi- 
losopher, failing to comprehend the thing at all, de- . 
clines to see that it is any better to hav the forgiv- 
ness issue in consideration of the blood of Christ, 
than in consideration of the sum of money. He even. 
holds that, as matter of daily observation and ob- 
vious fact, the lies told by Christians, notwith- . 
standing the faith of those who tell them that they 
are forgiven through the blood of Christ, are not 
forgiven at all, but lead straight on to their punish- 
ment exactly as those told by non-Christians do, and 
receive the same measure of punishment in this world; 
and if the punishment in this world is not remitted 
he sees no reason to believe that the punishment in’ 
the next will be, since this world and the next, if 
there be one, are supposed to be under the same 
divine government. Besides he objects to being for- 
given at all. 
reason why he will not be forgiven... s 

It is certain that this commercial theory of salva- 
tion bears stronger marks of the Jewish mind than 
of the mind of the author of the universe, for no- 
where in the universe of nature are violations of 
natural laws forgiven on any such principle. 

Diverse as may be its moral effects, the doctrin of 
forgivness through faith, instead of the inexorable 
punishment of all sin, is of the essence of any propa- 
gandizing aggressiv conquering faith. Judaism, 
Brahmanism, the Greek and Roman religions, Con- 
fucianism, and all natural religion are non-propagan-. 
dist faiths because they fail to teach that the supreme 
virtue in human conduct is that element which 
musters men into the religious organization holding 
that faith. On the other hand Christianity, Buddh- 
ism, and Mohammedanism are the aggressiv conquer- 
ing faiths. 

Each of these makes the supreme virtue to consist 
in that state of mind which gathers the sinner into 
the organization, be it Christian, Mohammedan, or 
Buddhist, just as military leaders in time of war say, 
it matters not what you are, or hav been, so long as 
henceforth you fight on our side. This is a very 
simple weapon for an evangelist seeking simply to en- 
list troops, but it is much too simple for a moral 
philosopher seeking to inquire into the causes of the 
war, and the merits of the contest. One of its im- 
moral effects is to reduce all sins to one level, by the 
mischievous sophism that they are so in the sight of 
God. Thus the Christian minister who was recently 
convicted at Dixon of having poisoned his wife in 
order to marry pretty Miss Paddock, could consist- 


‘ently, with average Christian teaching, hav reasoned 


thus: It is as wicked for me to desire Miss Paddock 
as it would be to marry her if my wife were living. 
It is as wicked for me to wish my wife dead as it is 
to murder her by poison. But, as I wish both these 
things, I am under condemnation spiritually for both 
these crimes. I could not need any greater forgiv- 
ness if I had committed them both. By committing 
both, aud repenting, I can secure at once the highest 
measure of social and personal happiness without 
sacrificing my own eternal welfare ; and as to my wife, 
she is à good Christian, and while she is rather un- 
comfortable here, she will be immediately happy in 
heaven. Principles which work out such an argu- 
ment cannot but hav something of this tendency, 
even in minds which do not follow the chain of de- 
ductions so coolly. I was first made conscious of 
this tendency many years ago when informed by an 
acquaintance who was then and has since been in 


It seems.at first singular that anyone should sup- ` ~ $ 


And that, Spurgeon says, is a sufficient | . 
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good standing as a Baptist, that he had. made an as- 
signation with his mistress in the same week in which 
he was to enter a city church by letter from his home 
church in the country. He gravely argued, in answer 


`- to my charge of hypocrisy, that my indignation re- 


sulted solely from my narrowness of mind; that by 
his salacious relations he enjoyed one part of his 
nature, and by his religious associations he enjoyed 
another; that by sinning he was made happy in his 
; lower nature and in this world, and by repenting he 
was made happy in his higher nature and fitted for 
the next world; while I, who kept no mistress, and 
belonged to no church, would lose much of the hap- 
piness of this world, and would be absolutely sure of 

: damnation in the next. i 
According to the commercial theory of salvation it 
is a sort of bankruptcy. The larger the aggregated 


i Score of unpaid debts, which in our days of sin we 


run up to the Almighty, the more valuable is the 
faith and the savior, who wipes them all out and says, 
practically, Now go and run in debt again. At least 
such is the philosophical view of this question, which 
has its share of truth, i.e.,is half true. When I come 
to speak of the religious passion as a moral purifier, 
I shall present the other half, which is also half true. 
You never can arrive at a whole truth without marry- 
ing in one two half-truths, which cannot liv apart, 
2 yet when united perpetually contradict each 
other. 
Thé cases of domestic crime, wife-murder and hus- 
band-murder, for the purpose of. marrying other per- 
. Sons, are more common among religious persons than 
. the irreligious, for the reason that to many religious 
people, unchastity that is discovered seems more dis- 
graceful than a murder that is not discovered, and, 
of course, the religious guilt is equal because each 
violates God's law, and nothing can do more. 
the other hand many irreligious persons are unable 
to see that incontinence is immoral, or only in a light 
. degree. "To a mind that is under the reign of law, 
without religion, murder stands out in a deformity 
so great that forgivness cuts no figure, and would be 
laughed to scorn. He cannot see how the murdered 
person ean forgiv him or why society should, and he 
doubts if God, if he believes in God, will forgiv him, 
and whether it would repair the evil if he did. Such 
.8 person has no temptation to commit murder in 
order to perpetrate matrimony or make money. If 
-he kills, it is through brutal passion, not cool pre- 
meditation. Some years ago a minister at Elgin had 
the grief to'see his wife drown in eighteen inches of 
water, after which he went and collected an insurance 
. on her life. : 


While I write a Baptist deacon of great influence 


and long apparent piety, and his paramour, await 
trial for a like crime in Vermont. Probably twenty 
. such cases of cool, deliberate murder arise every year 
against religious persons in the United States, and 
hav during most years for fifty years past. Not the 
least of the sins which religious organization has to 
answer for is the unscrupulous ciannishness with 
hich it protects and covers every criminal who does 
not repudiate his faith, and the saintly arrogance with 


which it assumes that the evidence which should con- 


vict a skeptic should acquit a Christian. 

Another evil is the dangers of the state of senti- 
mental gush or what Carlyle, in deriding the word 
enthusiasm, calls emtoosy-moosy, meaning thereby 
an enthusiasm which is maudlin or drunken, which 
pervades certain stages of religious experience. 
Religion is not an exception to the universal law 
- which governs all medicinal substances, that if the 
first and immediate effect upon the system is stimu- 
lant, the second and drug effect must be narcotic ; if 
the first effect is so keen as to make the conscience 
feel that he that looketh upon a woman with desire 
has committed adultery, the second will be so stupe- 
fying as to prevent one perceiving that adultery is 
any greater offense than admiration. . 

Protestantism abolishes the confessional mainly 
because it believes it unfavorable to virtue. - Yet in 
so doing it removes the grated and barred partition, 
and the sense of official weariness and monotonous 
routine which usually separate the Catholic priest 
from the penitent, without removing that principle of 
human nature which leads sin-burdened men and 
women to insist on confessing to somebody, the con- 
fession being the more gushing and melting in pro- 
. portion asit is rare. A minister, deacon, new con- 
vert, the family doctor, anybody will do at à pinch, 
but confession there must be; even if there is no- 
body around any more competent to forgiv them than 
a notary public or a lawyer. I do not feel at liberty, 
nor would it be consistent with etiquet before a 
mixed audience, to cite instances of distinguished im- 
morality which hav occurred so near to the period of 
sincere conversion, and so immediately after the feel- 
ing that one’s sins were forgiven, as to seem simply 
ineredible. In one case, upon the word of a Method- 
ist of high standing, the most serious lapse from 
vigtue occurred in the same.hour in which he 
knelt at the prayer altar with a lady of pre- 
vious and subsequent perfect chastity. Both were 
admitted to the church, and hav ever since been rep- 
utable and moral members, upon an experience 


On: 


which was inseparably connected, in their own minds 
only, with this inexplicable and solitary immorality. 
When I hav stated this to clergymen in certain in- 
stances they hav frankly said that psychologically it 
was rare but not incredible, since in their own ex- 
perience their periods of highest religious fervor were 
frequently those of least self-control, 


While sporadic cases of immorality growing out of 


‘high religious fervor may occur, its general effects are 


certainly purifying, and in many cases very beautiful. 
Still, the effects are not always good where no immo- 
rality supervenes. It is this stage of religious fervor 


that supplies the sad, very sad, cases for our insane 


asylums, something of which you hav all seen. But, 
apart from these, I hav known cases in which the fact 
of conversion, without occasioning insanity, has pro- 
duced the same effects as Millerism or Millennium- 
ism—has exercised so powerful an influence over 


-young men who previously were industrious and 


useful as to withdraw their affections from the world 


‘and daze them into sickly fools, without ambition 


enough to continue in the performance of any duty, 
and without talents enough, as exhorters or lay 
preachers, to make their continual Bible reading and 
religious frenzy a means of either usefulness to others 
or even of mental exhilaration to themselvs. Their 
religious life became a sort of paralysis of the intel- 
lect, destroyed their muscularity and masculinity, 
and was as blighting to their further usefulness as 
intemperance or any vicious excess would hav been. 
The wisest preachers, even in the midst of revival 
seasons, tell such persons to let religion alone, keep 
away from the meetings, and go on with their secular 
business. On the whole, however, it is the reaction 
from this high stage of religious fervor which is more 
likely than the fervor itself to develop immoral 
effects. In the emotional churches, like the Method- 
ist, Christians backslide into non-Christians, or, as 
they are called, worldlings. In the more austere 
churches like the Presbyterian and Baptist, which 
hold to the doctrin of the irresistible perseverance of 
the saints, that a man or woman once, a saint is 
always a saint, the loss of the divine fire lands the 
saint in hypocrisy or in utter self-deception. These 
sad anomalies hav occurred so continually within my 


knowledge that I am satisfied that the means of 


maintaining moral conduct in men and woman should 
be taught on some more scientific and’ comprehensiv 
basis than that of mere religious faith of any kind. 
At least, the consciences of men and women should 
not be drugged into stupor by the assurance that, 
having got their faith fixed into a certain theological 
channel, they hav done all they can, and if after that 
time they sin, they are sure of forgivness. It would 
be nauseous for me to enumerate cases of people who 
are both devotional and unscrupulous; of men given 
to prayer and also to the polite forms of robbery that 
prevail in business; of praying women who, half in 
ignorance, half in crime, wage a cruel ghar against 
nature itsélf to evade the duty of motherhood; of 
individuals in both sexes who seek, while maintaining 
their church membership, to ward off their true rep- 
utations by continual treachery and falsehood. I 
think such persons would be purer if they reversed 
the Christian faith, and instead of regarding their 
faith in Christ as the ground of their salvation, they 
understood that it must be possible for Christ to hav 
faith in them. And here let me add, in justice to 
these persons, that their hypocrisy is in part inev- 
itable, and arises out of the economical system, as I 
think unsound, which. Christianity, and more espe- 
cially the teachings of Jesus himself, present as to 
the relativ duties of selfishness and benevolence. I 
do not feel that I trespass on the domain of theology 
when I discuss the teachings of Jesus concerning the 
acquisition of property, because this is a question 
mainly of political economy. It affects mainly this 
life. 

The teachings of Jesus are, in my judgment, on 
this point intense and impracticable communism. 
They oppose the acquisition of property, and. favor 
its immediate free distribution; they oppose indus- 
try, and recommend idleness; they condemn wealth 
as a crime which shall shut aman out of the king- 
dom, and commend poverty as a beatitude. They 
make giving -the chief virtue, and so commend beg- 
gary as the noblest employment. I know there is a 
popular habit of glossing over these doctrins and tak- 
ing them in a Pickwickian sense. But those who will 
study the history of the sect of the Essenes, as given 
by Neander, will see that Jesus uttered them literally. 
When the moral youug man, who had great posses- 
sions, and who had kept the law perfectly, asked him 
what more he should do to inherit eternal life, he 
said, “Sell all thou hast and giv to the poor, and 
come and follow me." It was very demoralizing ad- 
vice. When he counseled his disciples to “be ye 
therefore as the lilies of the field, for they toil not, 
neither do they spin," he means literally that they 
should not work. Following this teaching literally 
in Russia, under the Greek church, beggary is com- 
mended as a virtue, and the class of men whom the 
czar canonizes into saints are the lazy, lousy, and 
filthy religious tramps who wander from the Crimea 
to Novgorod, seeking cast-off garments more filthy 


gaa 


than their own, and visiting sacred shrines and beg- 
ging. Hence the obligation on the Russian priest to 
perform no productiv labor and to own no property, 
poverty, chastity, and humility—to hav no land, no 
will of bis own, and no wife, being his three vows. 
Hence the admiration with which Protestants look 
upon Muller, whose dependence on prayer, however, 
to support his enterprise, is simply a dependence on 
a judicious system of religious advertising, for he 
knew that an announcement that he intended to liv 
by prayer alone would be so remarkably presump- 
tuous that everybody would tell it everybody, and 
this free advertising would cause sufficient contribu- 
tions to come in better than open appeals for aid. 


(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
——— 9 ,9— — ————— 


How These Brethren Love Each Other! 


The American Hebrew (old line orthodox organ) 
is poking solemn fun at the Sinai Congregation of 
Chicago, which affects liberalism and talks about re- 
form. It declines congratulating the Sinaites on 
their twenty-fifty anniversary, only because “its his- 
tory is a narrativ of cowardly retreat and surrender 
of principle.” 

1. Giving up the Talmud, it clung to the Bible. (Reign of 
Robespierre F'elsenthal.) i 

2. Then cut out the Mosaic dispensation, and clove to the 
prophets. (Period of Danton Chronik.) 

3. Having, however, throughout its checkered career a 
kindly word to say now and then for the Decalog. (July 
4, 1875, July 4, 1876, February 22, 1878, scepter of Marat 
Kohler.) 

4. It has at last had to giv up even that, that it might 
murder the Sabbath. (Murder committed Thursday night, 
October 17, 18—. Terrorism of Egalite Hirsch.) 

We cannot conscientiously be profuse in our congratula- 
tions to such a congregation. Congratulatory telegram from 
Dr. Kohut’s American Hebrew to Sinai Congregation: 

* Happy shall he be that takes and dashes thy children 
against the rocks. Let the Lord of Israel be praised forever 
and ever" (Psalm cxxxvii). : 

The Occident, organ of these Chicago “reformers,” ` 
which defiantly copies this, is playing a part that 
reveals the manysidedness of politicians. While 
abounding in technically sectarian Hebrew affairs, it 
is reprinting from the Nineteenth Century magazine 
Huxley’s damaging comparison of the Hebrew relig- 
ion, doctrins, and ceremonies with the superstitions 
of Tahiti and the Polynesian savages. It reasons 
that it is all, and the sacrifices especially, identical 
with the worship of ancestors and with that ghost- 
craft which is strictly related with it. 

The old orthodox Hebrew is not far from the truth 
in its charges, though it sacrifices the exact truth to 
epigrammatic point. For instance, Dr. Robespierre 
Felsenthal, a friend and disciple of Lessing before 
the formation of the Sinaites (1859), had emphasized | 
the tenet that “the Bible is not the source of Juda- 
ism but a production of the same," and this pam- 
phlet “ Kolcore Bamidbar " proceeds to invalidate the 
persistent authority of biblical laws, reserving alle- 
giance exclusivly to “the moral (spell with a big 
M)—Moral Laws inscribed by divine hands into the 
spiritual Nature of Man; furthermore that any relig- 
ious law that is not rooted in the psychological or 
physical nature of man is obligatory only so long as 
it exercises an elevating and furthering influence 
upon head and heart, upon thoughts and deeds of 
the members of the community.” 

Dr. Felsenthal does not tell us whether such “ ele- 
vating and furthering influence," etc., and the conse- 
quent obligation, is to be decided on by private judg- 
ment or by majority vote. This lea non seripta is a 
transcendentalism that floats with easy rein. He may 
retort by asking whether the more stringent preten- 
sions of a dex scripta hav secured either obedience or 
agreement in its application. 

For those who hav an interest in imposing any law 
it may seem to be the might of right, while to their 
subjects it is the right of might. 

The “eternal validity of Moral Laws inscribed by 
divine hands” is pompously authoritativ; but when 
their “psychological roots" meet a soil so shifting 
as the nature of man, as the ¢¢ seems right to me of 
different men at different times in different circum- 
stances—what becomes of the “eternal validity ?" 
Or why invoke “divine hands?" Me 

Ne Deus intersit nisi dignus vindice nodus. 

The tables or tablets of the Decalog had for cent- 
uries been commonplaces of morality in China and 
elsewhere, and the * Lord's chosen people" hav been 
scandalously delinquent toward several of them— 
even by divine command. EDGEWORTA. 

—— eeo 

Hermas.—The “ Pastor of Hermas” was probably 
the most popular book in the church during the 
second, third, and fourth centuries. Ireneus 
quotes it as scripture, Clement of Alexandria regards. 
its revelations as divine, Origen claims it as divinely 
inspired, and Tertullian alone, of all the fathers, re- 
jects it outright. But Tertullian had embraced 
Montanism, with which the views of the “Pastor” 
did not harmonize. poi It is a book of 
* Visions," about as edifying as the average rhapsody 
of a "speaking medium.” Jt has no quotation from 
the Old Testament. : Neither Jesus nor 
Christ is once mentioned in the whole book.—Anti- 
christ. 
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Miss Gardener in the Field. 

To tae Eprror or ‘Tue Truru Srexer, Sir: You 
will, no doubt, be surprised, after knowing of my 
recent illness, to get a letter from me from this 
place. But there was “a cry from Macedonia ‘come 
and help us." And I came. Macedonia this time 
was Waynesburg, Pa., and the crier was that stanch 
and fortunate Freethinker, Mr. H. Clay Luse. I call 
Mr. Luse fortunate because he did not hav to go 
through the horrors of orthodoxy in his childhood. 
He was born with a free brain, a boon which cannot 
be overestimated, an endowment beyond price, even 
if that were given as the only great birthright ; 
but in this case there was added the happy combi- 
nation of independent social and financial standing, 
which enables Mr. Luse to do justice to his brains 
without fear of doing injustice to his appetite. He 
has not had to sell his birthright for—as the boy 
hath it—a dose of potash. 

Both his father and mother, who called upon me, 
are stanch, intelligent, and earnest Freethinkers, 
and encourage and aid him in his efforts. Mr. Luse 
is quite a young man yet, and with his energy and 
earnestness, I think, we may confidently expect him 
to do much for the enlightenment of his fellow-men. 
Through the efforts of Mr. Luse and Mrs. Lucy Dor- 
sey Iams—than whom we hav no more intelligent 
and attractiv worker in the “home mission" field—a 
lecture was arranged for at this place. The expenses 
were all paid by subscription, and they invited all 
who were not afraid to hear both sides of the ques- 
tion to come free of charge. 

I am not very good at estimating numbers, but I 
should think there were three hundred in the Town 
Hall when I began to speak. This was ten per cent 
of the entire population of the town, which was cer- 
tainly doing well. 

Mrs. Iams had, through her own personal influ- 
ence, caused my pictures and posters to be put in 
most of the windows of the leading stores, and her 
cunning little boy, who is not yet seven years old, 
' watched to see that they were kept up. Wherever. 
he found that one had been taken down he pro- 
duced another, and insisted upon putting it up. 

He called upon me, and told me about it himself 
in a very amusing way, so I told him that I should 
tell you of it, and that this very youthful but very 
vigorous little branch of a Freethought family is 
named Jay Donald Iams, and is the son of a leading 
lawyer, whose mind is too clear to be superstitious, 
and whose sense of moral obligation is too correct to 
permit him to curry favor by pretending to be so. 

Fortunately Mr. Iams and his wife can «afford to 
be honest, because their ability and charm of manner 
assure them a firm footing wherever they may be. 
These I hav named hav been the prime movers in 
giving this town Freethought lectures from time to 
time; but from the number of Freethinkers who hav 
called upon me and who aided Mr. Luse financially 
in the matter I should think, notwithstanding the 
fact that the town is very orthodox and manufactures 
theological students to order, that the thinking por- 
tion will be amply able to take care of itself. They 
say that a very short time ago not ten people in the 
town would hav dared to sit through my lecture. 
Last night a few only left the hall. Some of these 
were small boys who were not interested, two or 
three were very orthodox ladies, and the rest, I am 
told, were theolgical students who may hav felt per- 
sonally grieved by a sentence in my lecture which 
speaks of “theological students who wear number six 
hats.” Had I known there were any such in my 
audience, I should hav tried to make the number of 
' the hat small enough to allow them to escape. But 
one cannot avoid accidents of this nature always, and 
. one can only offer an apology for anything which 
may hav seemed personal, which I am quite willing 
to do. 

But I shall leave Mr. Luse and Mrs. Iams to tell 
you of the lecture. “I enjoyed it heartily—all the 
more when a young man arose after it was over and 
said that it made his “blood run cold to hear such 
talk" He was invited to state why, as soon as his 
circulation should revive sufficiently, whereupon he 
asked me what was a “soul” and how we would ever 
hav known how to be “modest” if it were not for 
Jehovah and the Bible. Of course, this had nothing 
to do with the subject of the lecture, which was sim- 
ply an argument to show that the Bible and ortho- 
doxy are not friends to woman and should not be 
supported by her. This point, however, he did not 
touch at any time. His first question being a conun- 
drum which no human being ever has answered yet, 
I confessed that I should be unable to satisfy his 
cravings in that direction. 

Then we had rather a comical little tilt over the 
“modesty” taught in the Bible, and the variations of the 
article * furnished by Jehovah” in different countries. 
I assured him that in Feejee he taught his children 
that modesty was best conserved by liberal tattooing 
and no clothes at all, and then we ran the scale from 
that up to the Japanese gentleman who would be 
disgraced were he to tell a“ smutty ” story to another 
man as surely as the same thing would. happen to 
him were he to tell itin this country to a party of 


ladies. The gentleman then said that that was be- 
cause these people had no Bible; but be did not 
name any of the passages wherein I could find the 
standard of modesty by which Jehovah guided him- 
self, and as I hav no microscope with me, I hav been 
unable to find anything which is not wholly on the 
other side of the question. 

Still, as this was a new “ reason for not being an In- 
fidel "—4as this gentleman said—I concluded to let you 
know that henceforth we hav this unique argument 
to meet. lam sorry that I, in my amusement of the 
moment, forgot to tell him that a little book called 
“Bible Anthology’ was once compiled, which dealt 
with this point, and gave no word not in the Bible, 
and yet it was declared so wholly indecent that it was 
not allowed to go through the mails. Still this gen- 
tleman proposes to learn and teach “modesty” by 
means of these passages. J should think that his 
suecess would be phenomenal. But I am making 
my letter too long. As Isit by my window writing 
it, I can hear the men on the court-house steps vig- 
orously debating the new ideas, which will insure 
their circulation, and therefore accomplish our ob- 
jects. The handsome basket of flowers presented 
me by Mrs. Sears sits by me perfuming the air, and 
I am expecting a delegation of lawyers, who asked 
permission to call this morning before my train 


leaves. Mr. Iams is to present them. 
Sincerely, Heren H. GARDENER. 
Waynesburg, Pa., June 24, 1886. 
—19-—$9—9-— 


Chicago Secular News. 


A religious war of no small dimensions has been 
waging on the west side of Chicago for the last few 
days between the Christian parents of the West Divi- 
sion High School children and their principal and the 
Board of Education. The principal very properly 
refused to permit prayer at the graduating exercises, 
which were, however, held in a church, and this was 
the signal for their bellicose attitude. 

The facts, stripped of all verbiage, are: That the 
graduating class met to perfect a program, and 
some one moved that, as the exercises were to be 
held in Dr. Goodwin's church, the pastor be in- 
vited to do the praying act. There being no opposi- 
tion, the motion was declared passed, though several 
in the class, not caring a fig about the matter, did 
not vote. Mr. Welles, the principal, hearing of the 
action of the class, informed them that prayer was 
against the rules of the Board and could not be per- 
mitted, and further, that if it was proposed to open 
the exercises by prayer he would hav nothing to do 
with it. Finding Mr. Welles inflexible, some of the 
class appointed themselvs delegates to confer with 
the chairman of the High Schools Committee, Mr. 
F. H. Collier, who escaped the dilemma by introduc- 


ing them to Adolf Kraus, president of the Board of 


Education. 

Mr. Kraus explained the rules and policy of the 
Board as opposed to everything sectarian; they de- 
sired to treat with the utmost consideration the relig- 
ious feelings of all sects and avoid anything tending 
to giv offense. The Board proposed to giv the 
children a good school education and implant within 
them general principles of morality, but would leave 
to parents the religious part of their education, and 
pointed ont that each denomination might be dissatis- 
fied by what the priest of the other said, which was 
all very commendable. Instead of sustaining the 
principal and enforcing the rules to the letter, Mr. 
Kraus finally descended to the level of the lick-spittle 
politician and asked: “ Why didn't you go on with 
your praying and say nothing about it, as they did 
on the.North Side High School?’ but'if he was 
asked for permission he would be compelled to. obey 
the rules of the Board and refuse. After the tremen- 
dous struggle to secularize the Chicago schools, here 
is a Liberal president willing to be blind to the prin- 
ciple involved, and even advises the violation of the 
rules his friends secured his appointment to maintain. 
If Mr. Kraus is correctly reported, he certainly is a 


.traitor to the Board as well as to the public; but we 


can't believe all we read, especially if it is in the Chi- 
cago papers. 

The damaging and very grave charge is brought 
against Mr. Welles, by the pupils and their parents, 
that the principal chews tobacco and smokes cigars, 
a practice which all really goody-goody Christians 
are supposed to look upon with utter disgust. He 
also contemptuously referred to the floral offerings 
as a “litter of rubbishy flowers,” which shows his 
utter lack in the finer sensibilities, and no high school 
principal who is not an apostle and follower of the 
esthetic sun-flower poet is a fit subject to associate 
with the young ladies who chew gum in the high 
school. Oh, horror of horrors! just to think of it! 
This high school principal is said to hav “sneered " 
at" holding the exercises in a church, declaring it an 
unsuitable place. A veritable heathen is this high 
school principal. Over and above all other terrible 
things charged, it is also darkly hinted that “no one 
knows what his religion is, or whether he has any." 
Pupil Pearson, who has made himself quite numerous 
in this matter, delivers himself of the idea that Mr. 
Welles “believes in the religion of Virgil more. than 


that of Christianity"— whatever that may mean. 
Young Pearson still survives. That explicit state- 
ment of his idea has had no fatal effect, either on him- 
self or the principal, as yet. 

The communication of a “Christian” mother shows 
“this terrible state of things—this pretty how do 
you do." The maternal breast is‘agitated, and forth- . 
with propounds the following conundrum : i 

Must we be required to pay teachers for poisoning the 


minds of our children with mental diseases which are more ' 
ruinous to them than is small-pox, or even leprosy, to their 


bodies? Will our Board of Education, of which we are so . 


proud, permit such a state of affairs any longer to exist? 
We shall see. 


This furnished the farewell Sunday evening sensa- 
tion for that celebrated defamer of Chicago, Dr. Kitt- 
ridge, who, notwithstanding that he pretends that 
this city is nearer perdition than any other of its size, 
has decided to let us all go to the bottomless pit 
and slide through to the other side if we can. Kitt- 
ridge is fully persuaded that none but him, and his 
methods alone, could possibly save so wicked a com- 
munity, so he cruelly abandons us in our hour of 
trouble and accepts, as a solace for his conscience, an 
extra $2,000 which some wind-bag worshipers of 
your city are willing to part with for his services. 
Kittridge utters this farewell wail: 


This group of young girls—pure, noble, Christian girls— 
went down to the president of our school board and asked if 
they might hav a prayer at the opening of their graduating 
exercises, and they were refused, and when they pleaded 
that the exercises were to take place in a church, the pres- 
ident said, ‘‘N6 matter; there could not be a prayer.” Why, 
friends, that is worse than heathenism. 


to sectarian division, but now we are asked to giv up God. 

We are asked to plant our schools not only on a non-sectarian 

basis, but on an Atheistic basis, and I ask this great congre- 

gation if, as Christian citizens, they are ready to meet calmly 

and without protest the insult that has been thrown in the 

face of the ehurch of Christ in this city. Iam going away, 

but if you like that sort of thing, bear it. I thank God, ` 
however, that the principal of the North Side high school, 

without consulting any board of education, determined he 

would hav a prayer at the graduating exercises, and I had 

the unspeakable joy of making that prayer. If the position 

of the public schools is to be not only no Bible, but no rec- 

ognition of the one eternal God, then 1 stand with the Roman 

Catholics for religious schools. I heard a gentleman say this. 
afternoon that he was going to send his daughter to the high 

school, but when he heard of this action on the part of the: 
school board hedetermined not to allow her to goto the high 

school. For my part, I would rather send my child to a 

Roman Cathólic school than a school that stands on the basis 

of Atheism. 


Poor Kitt, he seems terribly cut up! But it is 
only a seeming, his way of working up theatrical 
effects. Of all such we can truly say: | 

O cunning enemy, that, to catch a saint, 


With saints dost bait thy hook! Most dangerous 
Is that temptation that doth goad us on 


To sin in loving virtue. > 
E. A. STEVENS. 
om 
The Tent at Palmyra, New York. 


We find this one of the most discouraging of fields ; 
those who attend are much interested, but it is not 
in accordance with the dictum of Mrs. Grundy to at- 
tend the Liberal lectures. “Our first-class people do 
not attend,” and so our attendance is at all times 
quite discouraging. In the midst of depression and 
weary, over-taxed strength,doing Tent-master’s duties 
as well as own to save expense, how cheering and re- 
freshing to receive letters like the following. It is 
such honest, earnest, enthusiastie, generous souls 
that make our work endurable, and buoys us over the 
dark, rough spots in our pilgrimage. Mr. Mann is 
secretary of the St. Thomas Secular Society. 

AA C. B. REYNOLDS. 
Sr. Tuomas, OnT., June 28, 1886. 

Frienp REYNOLDS: I hav neglected to reply to your last 
letter till I could see all those who would wish to go to the 
camp-meeting near Buffalo. I think ahalf dozen or so would’ 
go for a week or so if the meeting lasted that long. We are 
having good success with our meetings, all of which I at-. 
tribute to your lecturing here. It avery thankless business, 
working for the good of humanity. Those we wish to help. 
refuse our assistance, and do all they can to injure us. A 
man must hav a more than ordinary love for his fellow-men: 
to work as you hav done, and know that you will not get the 
credit for it till after you cease to exist. Itisa wonder you 
do not get discouraged. But the time will come when the 
memory of Ingersoll, Watts, Reynolds, and the rest of those 
who hav striven to elevate man above the gross superstition 
of the past will be venerated as Paine and Voltaire now are. 
I don't complain of direct opposition ; I rather like that, but 
the indifference of Liberals and the cowardice of some when 
the opposition makes a special effort. Your lectures brought 
five new members to the club. The Truth Seeker Company 
hav sent me five copies of their paper per week, which sell 
readily. As soon as I hav time | will increase the order to 
fifteen. Yours fraternally, J. H. Mann. 

—9—9—— 


That Story About Stephen Pearl Andrews. 


To rug Eviror or Tue Truru Srexer, Sir: To 
what you say of Andrews’s resources in June 26th, 
allow me to add since I first met him, when he called 
on me at French’s Hotel, New York, in 1870, I hav, on 
many different occasions, listened to proof of his ex- 
temporaneous power. Though a great scholar sand 
philosopher, he was one of the readiest and most con- 
vincing off-hand speakers I ever met, a match for 
Wendell Phillips anywhere or time. 

E. H. Heywoon, 


We gave up the ^-^ ` 
Bible at the demand of those who believed that it might lead. ^ 
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The American Secular Pnion. 


News and N otes. 


I found Dillon, Montana, one of the most enjoyable 
places I hav visited. It is a pretty city among the 
' spurs of the Rocky Mountains. The peaks are snow- 
covered, and the green and wooded slopes are shin- 
ing all around in the bright and cheerful atmosphere. 


- 


.' Wide plains and meadows spread for miles, and the 


u 


A 


sparkling rivers flow from the uplands. This is on 

' the Atlantic side of the mountains, and all the streams 
flow eastward. The country about Dillon is rich in 
resources; the farming lands, where water can be 
procured, and the pasture lands, are good. The min- 
eral treasures are also excellent. There isa prospect 
of the development of one of the finest tin-mines in 
the world. If this is done, Dillon will be one of the 
largest cities in the West. Its growth already is 
steady and permanent. It has the neatness and ele- 
.gance of a New England village—with about a hun- 
dred times as much activity. There is a splendid 
Liberal element in Dillon. Thebest men and women 
of the place are thoroughly in sympathy with ad- 
vanced ideas. A Secular Union will be formed, and 
will hav a commanding influence. 

Mr. and Mrs. Q. W. Emerick are noble Liberals 
indeed. It was the lady in this case who gave the 
original. impulse for the lectures, and who had the 
courage to do the first work for Liberalism. Before 
the lectures there was apparently but little acquaint- 
anceship in regard to the objects of the American 
Secular Union. But now an unexpected power has 
been developed, and, almost to their surprise, the 
Freethinkers find themselvs in the ascendant in this 
community. So much for one woman's insight and 
determination. It is the promis of our movement 
that woman's intellect and heart are now with us, 
and so art and music will come, and noble sociability. 
When woman leaves the church its doom is sealed. 
`` The churches had several prayer-meetings on the 
evening of the second lecture, and also a big ice- 
cream festival I suppose they*expected to: freeze 
the Infidel. out. The Court-house was again 

. crowded, and the “New Heaven and Earth," the 
paradise of liberty, science, and humanity, was 
warmly welcomed. Another lecture will be given at 
Dillon on my return trip, July 18th. 

Besides Mr. and Mrs. Emerick, and Mrs. L. E. 
Hanson, whose delightful hospitality I enjoyed, I 
had the pleasure of meeting Mr. and Mrs. Blivens, 
Mr. and Mrs. Eastman, Mr. and Mrs. Carrington, 

‘who aided the lectures with excellent music, Mr. and 
Mrs. Estes, Mr. and Mrs. Dittmer, Mr. Barbour, who 
introduced me to the meeting, Mr. B. F. White, 
mayor of the city, Mr. Thompson, Mi. Paindexter, 
Mr. Chapman, and many others, nearly fifty in all, 
leading citizens of the place, and intelligent and cul- 
tivated ladies and gentlemen, who will make in Dillon 
„one of the brightest Liberal organizations in the 
land. i 

I also enjoyed the acquaintance of Messrs. Wright 
and Oakley @ the Dillon Examiner, who are not 
afraid to publish a genuin newspaper and giv im- 
partial reports of what is going on in this world. 

I am now on the hills—almost touching the sky, it 
seems—on the other side of the mountains, where 
the waters flow into the Pacific at Butte City, a lively 
metropolis, next to San Francisco the most important 
point in the West, and the largest mining camp in the 
world. There are several vast smelting works here 
and the smoke rolls constantly to the sky. All the 


people are upon the go—the streets are crowded. 


There seems to be a boom in every store and a mine 
at every corner, and, indeed, it is very much like Vir- 
gil’s description of Carthage—the whole community 
are busy as bees. The city is constantly growing ; 
many elegant buildings are being: constructed, be- 
sides new manufactories. In fact, Butte looks quite 
oriental-in the variety of its houses, there being all 
sorts of architecture—from the snug little cottage 
with one room aid a stove on the outside, to the pa- 
latial residence with flower gardens and beautiful 
green lawns. Go out ef an evening, and with the 
lights, the crowd, the ever-changing faces, the music, 
vhe ornamented windows, one might imagin that he 
“was in the picturesque city of Bagdad. In spite of 
the enormous crowds order prevails, everybody minds 
their own business, and it almost looks as if you 
were in a New England city on a fair day, all is so 
festiv and at the same time so steady-going. I like 
Butte, with its tremendous rush and vim, with its for- 
ward look to new worlds to conquer. It has a brill- 
iant future. Its natural resources are many; the 
people are ‘plucky and progressiv. It has more mill- 
ionaires to its size than any city in the world, and its 
situation is beautiful, with superb mountain scenery 
on every hand. The panorama of an evening is sim- 
ply gorgeous—the golden clouds, the ranges of hills, 
the lustrous valleys between, the gilded dwellings, 
-all glowing in the magical sunset; and it seems as if 
the glories of dreamland were flashing in the entranc- 
ing landscape. 
"Theré is a large Liberal élement in this city. I 
had fall deuses on Sunday sfkerhoon and evening. Fè 


was one of the most intelligent and cultivated audi- 
ences I hav ever addressed. It represented the best 
portion of the community. Business and profes- 
sional men were there. One-half of the audience 
were ladies. There was a brilliant array of new bon- 
nets, and it did my soul good to hav beauty thus 
adorn the way of human progress, for I believe in a 
new bonnet with all my heart. It is one of the 
brightest signs of human improvement. Dr. O. B. 
Whitford, president of the Liberal Society here, in- 
troduced me to the audience with a felicitous speech. 

lam now at the delightful home of the doctor, 
having a good rest and exhilaration for heart and 
mind. Dr. Whitford is author of that able and brill- 
iant pamphlet, " Christianity a Reward for Crime.” 
This is one of the brightest campaign documents 
published, and should be in the hands of every Lib- 
eral not only for his own benefit, as maling a de- 
cisiv and startling point against the popular theology, 
but for the benefit of his Christian friends. The 
more he can get to read this brilliant brochure the 
better. Dr. Whitford is a clear, concise, and vigor- 
ous writer. He callsthings by their right names, and 
dissects Christianity with the insight of the physician 
and the skill of the surgeon. He is author also of 
“Bible Fabrications,” another keen attack upon 
superstition, and a triumphant refutation of theolog- 
ical assumptions. He has in preparation another 
book, “ The Origin of the Bible,” which will be in its 
research and condensation of history a most valuable 
addition to Freethought literature. 

Dr. Whitford is one of our mighty pioneers in this 
Western country: For over a quarter of a century 
he has been a pronounced Freethinker, and has 
never failed to let his colors fly in the face of the 
enemy. He has met the fiercest opposition, and his 
life has oftentimes been threatened. He still bears 
the scar of a bullet that was sent by a religious foe. 
He has won his way in spite of all, although he has 
been ostracized by the churches to the fullest extent 
possible. Yet now he has the largest practice of any 
physician in the city, for the Christians, like other 
folks, are sensible enough not to want to die, and 
when danger really comes they send for Dr. Whit- 
ford. They had rather be cured by the Infidel than 
receive extreme unction from the priest, and Dr. 
Whitford is known to be one of the best physicians 
in the Western country. He has traveled three hun- 
dred miles at times, on horseback, to visit patients. 
He is busy almost every hour. I can hardly find 
time to talk with him, for patients are constantly 
coming, no matter to what church they may belong. 
The doctor has founded the Miners’ Hospital, which 
is a most excellent and flourishing institution. It is 
by his generous efforts that my lectures here hav 
been so successful. He is thoroughly devoted to the 
cause ; full of enthusiasm, kindliness, and manliness ; 
a representativ man indeed, and in the years to come 
he will be a marked influence in Western Liberalism. 
He has been mayor of Butte City, and this shows the 
honor in which he is held by his fellow-citizens. 

Mrs. Whitford is equally Liberal, though not quite 
so aggressiv as the doctor, but bright, brave, and 
womanly, and a noble aid to our warrior physician in 
his contest with ignorance and error. Their homeis 
sweet and delightful, a happy resting-place indeed. 
I enjoy myself to my heart’s content, and do just as 
Tvea mind toon these heavenly hights, where the 
mountain air givs a delicious intoxication. I do not 
play the harp here. It is not Zion, nor sheol, but 
a Secular fireside, whose amenities delight and 
strengthen, where life flows along like a stream of 
music born of this happy earth. and sky, the real 
world of nature. 

I hav also had the pleasure of meeting Mr. J. C. 
Singer, Julian Smith, Fred Cook, one of the most 
Splendid workers in the field, whose contributions to 
Tur Trura Seexer hav been often noted; Mr. James 
Broughton, Mr. E. D. Dunkles and E. N. Dunkles, 
J. F. Beck, G. W. Stapleton, at the head of the bar 
in Montana; Mr. Rogers, Charles Elis, David Hall, 
P. MeCanley, Chas. Steffel, Professor Speck, and 
others. My stay in Butte City has been exceedingly 
pleasant. My hope is increased, for I feel the great 
currents of human advancement. I see that the 
beams of the coming day are touching with golden 
shafts these glorious hill-tops. 

Dr. Whitford and myself went Sunday last to hear 
the Baptist minister, considered the best specimen of 
orthodox oratory in the place. His name is Frost, 
but he is by no means a “nipping frost.” His ser- 
mon was the most pointless thing to which I ever 
listened. He compared the “new birth" of Chris- 
tians to the hatching of hen’s eggs. He said we 
couldn't explain either. Poor man! I advise him to 
study the egg more carefully. Its process to birth 
of a chicken is explainable on natural principles—so 
is the so-called “ supernatural” birth of the Chris- 
tian. I think the minister must hav been thoroughly 
demoralized by the presence of the doctor. I do 
hope that on ordinary occasions he is hot quite so 
stupid as he was on this Sunday morning. Fort- 
unately for the clergyman, the doctor only goes to 
church once in ten years; This, Frost (bitten, I 
prisemh? Alac ssid at bis preyer-smesihig thet the anti- 


God man was coming, but that. he had no “magnet- 
ism," and nobody would go to hear him. It hap- 
pened, however, that I had an audience both after- 
noon and evening ten times larger than his own. I 
think it must hav been a “cold day” for that Frost. 

I heard our friend George C. Miln last evening. 
He is making quite a successful tour in this Western 
country, and I rejoice that his ability is beginning to 
be recognized. I saw him in Richelieu, and he gave 
a strong and splendid rendition of that character. 
Miln is evidently a student, and he brings vigor and 
intelligence to his work. He was received with the 
heartiest applause. 

A Secular victory has been won here in the public 
schools—Bible-reading is abandoned. The issue was 
made, in behalf of liberty and justice, and the 
“divine book" had to go. So much is won for 
human progress. 

I shall be at Bozeman, July 4th and 11th; at Butte 
City, July 16th; at Dillon, July 18th; at South 
Weber, Utah, July 20th; at Milton, July 21st; at 
Park City, July 22d; at Salt Lake, July 25th; at 
Denver, Col, August 8th and 15th ; at Seward, Neb., 
August 21st, 22d, and 23d; at Valley Falls, Kan., 
August 24th and 25th; at Lincoln, Neb., August 
29th ; at Omaha, September 5th; at Ottumwa, Iowa, 
September 12th; at Chebanse, Ill, September 19th; 
at Chicago, September 26th. 

Other dates, as soon as arrangements are made, 
will be announced. -Samuen P. Purnam. 

Butte City, June 23, 1886. 


: — —-9— 
Constitution for a Secular Society. 

The following is the Constitution of the Braceville 
Secular Society, of Braceville, Grundy Co., Ill, 
adopted May 27,1886. With the proper changes 
in names it is an excellent form for adoption by any 
auxiliary secular society : 

J.—This Society shall be known as the Braceville Secular 
Society. 

JI.— The objects of this Society shall be to promote the in- 
tellectual, social, and moral advancement of its members, to 
act as an auxiliary to the American Secular Union in its ef- 
forts to aceomplish the total separation of Church and State, 
and to these ends to encourage the investigation of all ques- 
tions relating to the religious, social,'or political advance- 
ment of man. 

III.—(1) Any person of good moral character may become 
a member of this society by signing the Constitution and 
paying the initiation fee. . 

(2) Every person—member of this Society or who may 
visit this Society’s meetings—shall be entitled to express his 
or her opinions, and no person shall be debarred on aecount 
of creed or belief on any subjeet from expressing such opin- 
ions, providing the language used shall be proper and respect- 
ful. We recognize the principle of *' Charity to all—malice | 
toward none." 

IV.—(1) The officers of this Society shall consist of a Pres- 
ident, a Vice-President, a Secretary, and a Treasurer, all of 
whom shall be elected semi-annually. 

(2) It shall be the duty of the President to preside at all 
meetings of the Society, and conduct the same according to 
parliamentary rules; appoint all committees not otherwise 
provided for; giv the casting vote in case of tie; countersign 
all orders for money, and perform such other duties as are 
usually required of and performed by a presiding ofticer. He 
shall not make or second any motion, neither shall he take 
part in any debate while in the chair. D 

(8) It shall be the duty of the Vice-President to perform 
all the duties of the President in case of the lutter's absence, 
or when called upon by that officer. 

(4) It shall be the duty of the Secretary to keep an accu- 
rate record of the proceedings of the Society ; to keep a reg- 
ister of membership, enrolling the names of members of the 
Society, with the date of their siguing the Constitution, resig- 
nation, withdrawal, etc.; to keep all accounts between the 
Socicty and its members; to draw all orders on the Treas- 
urer passed by the Society, attesting the same by signature ; 
to keep a list of all orders drawn on the Treasurer—record- 
ing date, amount, and name of persons in whose favor drawn; 
to keep and preserve all records and documents belonging to - 
the Society not otherwise provided for; to write all commu- . 
nications, issue all summonses or notices required by the 
Society, and make the necessary reports to the Secretary of 
the American Secular Union. It shall also be the duty of 
the Secretary, on the expiration of his term to make a de- 
tailed report of the business of his office. 

(5) The Treasurer shall be required to giv a sufBcient 
bond—approved by the Society— wheuever the amount in 
the treasury exceeds $25. He shall keep all moneys belong- 
ing to the Society, and pay therefrom all orders drawn or 
attested by the Secretary, countersigned -by the President, 
and approved by the Society ; shall keep a regular and cor- 
rect aecount of all moneys received and paid out, and shall 
at the first meeting in each month giv the Society a state- 
ment of its funds. At the expiration of term of oflice, or 
sooner, it called upon to do so by proper authority, he shall 
present a written record of his doings in his oficial capacity, 
and turn over to his successor in office all moneys, books, 
papers, and other property in his possession belonging to the 
Society. 

V.—Any member of this Society who shall be found guilty 
of any dishonorable or immoral act or practice injurious to 
himself, his family, or to society, or by which this Society 
may be scandalized, shall be subject to such peualty as the 
laws of this jurisdiction or the discretion of the Society may 
prescribe. . 

VI.—No addition, alteration, or ameudment shall be made 
to this Constitution without a vote of two-thirds of all the 
members of the Society, and no motion to amend shall be 
acted upon at tlie same meeting at which it is proposed. 

Joux P. Cusine, Pres., Braceville, IIl. 

Franots Boston, Sec., Braceville, IIl. : 

Tiros. CumMine, Treas., Garduer, Ill. 

LISI OF MEMBERS: P 

John D. Dawkins, Vice-President; Mrs. Francis Boston, 
Mary G. Dawkins, 1T. C. Hamil, P. Turner, John Burr, Wm. 
Rodger, John Mainwarring, Harry Warrington, Geo. Billard, 
Win. G. Dawkins, Thos. G. Dawkins, M. Gammage Daw- 
king, all of BracevHte: TH; Robert Cumming, C. Snyder, of 
Garducr, Ilt 
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The Joys of Heaven. 


The pleasures of heaven for an eternity! What 


can they be? Did ever the mind of mortal man 

essay to grapple with the thought: of what these 

' pleasures of eternity could be? Did ever a man of 
the most advanced theistical opinions sit himself 
down to ponder the possibilities or probabilities of 
these eternal pleasures? 

As man can hav no conception of pleasures be- 
yond those of earth, how can the grappling-irons of 

` thought catch on to those of heaven? Impossible! 
Yat we are told of the joys of heaven by the pam- 
pered priest and pious layman, who are continually 
tooting of, but never about, them. They profess to 
be satisfied that heaven is the place of eternal bliss, 
but concerning the nature of this bliss they say 
nothing. Is it to be a state of lengthened sweetness 
long drawn out, one and indivisible? or a state 
where countless sweetnesses of innumerable varieties 
will obtain? The great and good book does not tell 
us; and those who are “called”—the “call” heard 
the quickest is that which comes from the richest 
congregation of would-be saints on high, but not 
striving very hard to be such here, save by profession 
—~to pilot us to the golden shore do not tell us, and 
we are left in complete darkness as to the heavenly 
joys of. the hereafter. 

Now this seems to be too bad. It is too bad, 
really ; the true believers should know soinething of 
what these joys are to be, I think, that they might 

. revel in anticipation thereof, finding earthly reward 
for the faith they evince. Then again, if the nature 
of these joys were known, or only a thousand or two 
of said joys, providing they are multifarious, were 
described in glowing colors, would not all hands 
catch on to the heaven-bound train, resolved to par- 
ticipate in these multinominal joys? Would not a 
florid description of these joys, say by a Beecher, at- 
tract many more millions to the upward-bound ‘train 
than the fervently described torments of hell drive 
thereto? From the slight. a¢quaintance I hav with 
human nature I am compelled to an affirmativ reply. 
Man, from the time he commences to toddle to the. 
time when he begins to totter, is ever in pursuit of 
the phantom happiness, each taking direction accord- 
' ing to his bent; and here and there, and now and 
then, he catches on, but only ephemerally, when he 
makes another break for the phantom in the same or 
some other form. Now, you tell him there's fun to 
be had—lots of it—here, there, or otherwhere, but 
don't or can't tell him what kind of fun, the chances 
are that he will not seek fun of a quality unknown to 
him, and which may not be fun to him at all—yes, 


the chances are ten to one he won't seek fun he| 


knows not of, knowing or thinking he can get that 
-which he knows of in some other locality. 

From the kid of à decade to the septuagenarian, 
with these and all the intermediary ages, it is the 
same. Very few go prospecting for pleasure, know- 
ing nothing of the “lay of the land” or the possibil- 
ities. To be sure they are often disappointed when 
they think they are on the right trail, but that is but 
disappointment, and always to be found somewhere 
in the chapter of chances, if not on this page on an- 
other, if not to-day to-morrow. Every one knows 
thàt.and takes the chances, but no one would ever 
think of sailing over to a desert island in pursuit of 
fun; if he did he wouldn't be a disappointed man, 
but à damphool, downright and unmitigated. No, a 
man doesn’t sow for pleasure in an arid waste, but in 

` a field he believes to be fruitful; if he fails to reap of 
it his seed is bad or not suitable to the field, or ac- 
cident prevents. 

But, speaking of joys in the abstract, or vaguely, 
or indefinitly of joys: Now, take a ten-year-old boy, 
for instance, who livs in the country and likes to go 
fishing on Sundays—fish seem to bite more freely 
Sunday than any other day—whose mother says to 
him, Saturday night, “Sammy, I've got something 
nice locked up iu the cupboard there for you if you 
won't go a-fishing to-morrow, and will go to meeting ; 
something real nice, my son.” “What is it, mar?" 
* Oh, I can’t tell you, Sammy, only it's something real 
nice.” “Lemme see it, mar. “No, I won't; not 
to-night. Now you go to bed and dream that it’s 
real nice, for itis. Be a good boy now, and go right 
to bed, and don’t tease me any more about it, and 
you shall hav it to-morrow night.” 

"Well, the kid goes to bed with his head chockful 
of that something good locked up in the cupboard,” 
and resolves to secure it by abstaining from fishing 
and by going to meeting. He goes to sleep and 
dreams a dream of multitudinous dreams in one, a 
section of which is that his mother givs him, on Sun- 
day evening, for not going a-fishing, and for going to 
meeting, a monstrous toad which jumps for him with 
throttle valve wide open, and would swallow him 
only that he tumbles into a well at the moment, and 
finds himself the next on a fairy island pulling in fish 
of all colors and beautiful to look at, as fast as ever 
he can ; continuing to dream of fishes until he wakes 
early in the morning. Up, he pokes his head out of 
the window and finds the sky overcast—-just the day 
for bites. “Huh! I’m a-goin' a fishin’,” he mutters. 
“The ol woman hain't got nothin’ for me locked up 


more'n a store tart for a cent or a penny whistle, an’ 
I don't wan't them, coz I’m a-goin’ a-fishin’.” 

He gets into his duds; creeps down stairs, gets 
what grub he can, with his tackle, not extensiv or ex- 
pensiv, and hies him to the fish-pond on the wings of 
expectation, coming home at night with a good string 
of fish—fish, I think, prefer to be caught on Sunday 
rather than any other day. 

Now, that mother might hav had pie, and pickles, 
and peanuts, and popcorn, and peaches; taffy, and 
tarts, and tamarinds, and tidbits generally locked up 
in that cupboard for her son, but missed the mark 
she aimed at by not showing him the goodies. Had 
she showed them to him, and sent him to bed with 
his mouth watering for the sweets and goodies, she 
would hav hooked her fish for sure, instead of his 
hooking his. That’s the mistake she made, and that’s 
the mistake made in regard to the sweets of heaven, 
I think. They are not described to-us, they are not 
Shown to us, but kept locked up in the heavenly cup- 
board, and, as we can’t guess what they are, the large 
majority of us go a-fishing, feeling .certain of catch- 
ing something, if nob a big string, with better luck 
next time. In other words, we go for a sure. thing, 
if not for us to-day, then to-morrow, rather than 
forego and trust to that which is vague and uncertain. 
Don't we? 

Now, as I hav said, no mortal can hav any concep- 
tion of heavenly joys, and it is worse than useless to 
try to fancy what they may be. That they must be 
entirely different from earthly joys and pleasures is 
shown by the fact that the latter are tabooed, con- 
demned, and anathematized by the truly and profess- 
edly pious of earth, as abominations of sin and 
wickedness. The pleasures of the card-table, billiard- 
room, champagne seance, dinner-party, theater, race- 
course, etc., will not, certainly, be numbered among 
those of heaven, being under the ban of righteousness 
(pharisaical) here, and so, whe can guess, much less 
tell, what these joys and pleasures ure to be? 

Ha! I think I hav caught on to one, perhaps. 
“Great moral shows," moral circuses with ' moral 
kangaroos.” and things. I wonder if these would be 
tolerated in heaven? They might be, nobody knows. 
And, possibly, that exhilarating game known as chess 
might be allowed. I should hope not, however, to 
any great extent, if I were one of the “elect.” ‘he 
pensiv and pandemic game of poker—heavens! no. 
That would never be allowed there. Baseball— 
never, unless umpires can be dispensed with. Danc- 
ing, the poetry of motion pastime—holy horror! 
never! the abomination of abominations is that! 
What then? Ha! ha! I hav caught on to one for 
certain—church fairs, with religious raffles and holy 
grab-bags, not to mention oyster stews, with one 
oyster to a stew! These hilarious affairs would be 
permitted, I should think, and how happy we could 
be! But there, it is all speculation concerning the 
joys and pleasures of heaven; what they are to be no 
mortal can conjecture. Talmage can get up the best 
program of anyone I know of, but as he slops over so 
profusely, his program would not be accepted at 
par, and I never heard of anyone dreaming of them. 

Now, what puzzles me is why the joys of heaven 
are kept under cover of secrecy when, made known, 
they would capture the crowd; and the terrors of 
hell, which frighten but few nowadays, are so graph- 
ically depicted and shown up! Compared with this 
puzzle the 15-puzzle is simplicity itself. Hell's hor- 
rors are trotted out to scare people to heaven, but 
don’t scare for a cent in these days. Heaven’s joys, 
which, if depicted in glowing colors, would draw all 
to heaven, are kept dark, indefinably dark. How 
strange, how passing strange! 

' But 'tis so, 'tis pity, and pity’tis ’tis so. The cup- 
board of heaven is locked, a sight of the sweets is 
denied us, and the Master won't tell us what they 
are. This being the case, most of us are going 
a-fishing, with more faith in the probabilities of the 
pond than in the possibilities of the cupboard ! 

Sr Srokuw. 

P.S.—I received a postal card the other day, read- 
ing as follows: 

A man is a fool who Allows himself to be a tool. partic- 
ularly of the devil. because he Gets below the level. of any 
animal that God. created, his mercy is imense. in regard to 
you Yours, etc., THE WHITE HORSE. 

This is a verbatim copy of the screed, singularly 
free from the arbitrary and constraining influences of 
grammar, spelling, and punctuation, liberal with cap- 
itals, and not confined to rules of construction, etc , &c. 

The writer had evidently read “ The Horse Claims 
a Soul,” published in Tue Trura Seeker of June 
26th, and was disgusted, if not horrified, to find that 
the horse claimed a place as a soul-bearer among the 
animals of the genus homo, who egotistically claim 
that they are the only animals sporting souls, what- 
ever souls may be. The writer of the postal 
felt hurt and humiliated when his ego was stepped 
on by the horse, Sorry, but can't help it. ^ .S. S. 

P.P.S.— The next time he undertakes doggerel, let 
him do it in the conventional way, in stanzas, not in 
prose. S. S. 

—— — — : 

. SEND to Tue Taura Szzxzn office for a catalog of 

the books we hav for sale.. The catalog is free. 


| Could Jesus Christ Write? 


The only instance recorded in the New Testament | 


of any writing by Jesus Christ is in John viii, 8, | 
where it is said, “ He stooped down and wrote on the 
ground." But unfortunately the first eight verses of 
this chapter are wanting in the two oldest codices, 
the Sinaitic and the Vatican. 


Outside of the New Testament there is a Syriac - ` 


document, which contains a letter said to hav been. 
written by Jesus to Abgar, king of Edessa, a city in 

Mesopotamia, about five hundred miles distant from 

Jerusalem. King Abgar heard of the mighty works of 

Jesus, how he healed the sick without drugs and 

roots, made the blind see and the lame walk, cured: 
lepers, cast. out demons, and even raised the dead. 
So he sent aletter to Jesus, inviting him to come and 

cure him of a grievous disease which was wasting 

away his body. To this invitation Jesus wrote the- 
following answer, which was returned to Abgar by 

his messenger, Hananias: 

Blessed is he that believed in me vot having seen me. 
For it is written concerning me, that those who see me will 
not believe in me, and that those will believe who hav not 
seen me, and will be saved. But touching that which thou 
hast written to me, that 1 should come to thee, it is meet that 
I should finish here all that for the sake of which I hav been- ` 
sent; and, after I hav finished it, then I shall be taken up to 
him that sent me; and when I hav been taken up, I will send 
to thee one of my disciples, that he may heal thy disease, 
and giv salvation to thee and those who are with thee.” 

Many Christian scholars hav believed this absurd ° 
story. Eusebius was the first to relate it, and in, 
1841, 1843, and 1847 some Syriac documents were 
found in a monastery in Lower Egypt, apparently of . 
the fourth century, containing 2 confirmatory but 
fuller account of the story of Abgar and Jesus. 
Christ. a 

“These things were done,” says the Syriac docu- 
ment, “in the year 340,” that is, of the kingdom of 


the Greeks, or the Jewish era of the Selencidie, and - - 


it coincides with a.p. 29, or the fifteenth year of 
Tiberius, when Imke tells us that Jesus was bap- 
tized by John. Clement of Alexandria (a.b. 200) also 
positivly affirms that Jesus suffered in the fifteenth 
year of Tiberius, and Yertullian (a.n. 220 or later) 
not only says the same, but fixes the day, March 
25th. But astronomical science contradicts all this. 
If Christ was crucified it was at the time of the Pass- 
over full moon, and on Friday. But March 25th a.D. 
29 was-a whole week after the full moon (which in 
that year was March 18th, eight days too early for 
the Passover), and the next full moon was not before 
April 16th, which was Saturday. The Passover 


never came earlier than March 26th nor later tham. |, 
‘April 25th. , E 


na 


In the letter Jesus says: “ For it is written con- 
cerning me that those who see me will not believe in 
me, and that those will believe who hav not seen me, 
and will be saved." No such passage can be found 
in the scriptures, either canonical or apocryphal, now 
extant. If such a passage ever existed, it has been 
lost more than fifteen hundred years, and there is no 
evidence that it ever could hav been regarded as 
scripture. How unfortunate that in M x) scrap 
that Jesus is ever supposed to hav wriWWh, except 
what he traced on the ground with his finger, he 
should hav made a false scripture quotation ! 

` But further, the character of the pretended quota- 
tion is in keeping with all the early Christian litera- 
ture—that is, an attempt to prove the divinity of 
Christ by prophetic writings. It is silly enough for: 
the fathers to resort to this as their strongest proof 
of their Lord's divinity, but for the son of God him- 
self to do it, and withal not to convince a Hebrew, 
but a heathen, caps the climax of absurdity. 

Jesus makes no secret of his ascension in his letter 
to the heathen king, while all the time he withholds 
it from his chosen disciples. He ventures only to 
teli them that he is to be. killed and to be 
raised again (Mark vii, 81; Matt. xvi, 21) but 
* they understood none of these things, and this say- 
ing was hid from them" (Luke xvii, 38, 34); and 
Simon Kepha, waxing wroth at his master for fore-- 
boding such a disaster, boastingly declares that it 
“shall not be” (Matt. xvi, 22). And when the report 
of his resurrection comes to the “ears of his disciples 
it seems to them as an idle tale (Luke xxiv, 11), so 
incredulous are they of such a miracle; “for as yet 
they know not the scripture that he must ‘arise again 
from the dead” (John xx, 9). The idea of an 
ascension had not been communicated to the chosen 
twelve, and yet the Jewish Messiah, whose mission 
was not to the gentiles, * but to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel” (Matt. x, 5, 6), writes to a far-off 
gentile king, not only foretelling his ascension, but 
flattering him with a hope of salvation for believing 
in an unseen savior, while those who are favored with 
a sight of the son of God are coolly placed in the 
category of lost sinners! 

Abgar seems to hav been an easy convert. Ata 
distance of five hundred miles from Jerusalem he 
hears of the fame of Jesus, and from the reports of 
his mighty works, all done in the space of a few 
months at most, he believes at once. It is as if 
Black Hawk, hearing of the doings of Jo Smith, 


should forthwith hav become a believer in Mormon- : 


ism. Ina few months Thaddeus comes to Edessa, 


D 


s 


Sa . house was lifted up and Joseph came out. 
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and having healed the king by the power of Christ, 
| ‘the conversion of his majesty is completed, and the 
- petty Mesopotamian king, instead of the Emperor 

Constantine, becomes the first royal convert. But 
the important event is hidden from the world, being 
locked up in the archives of Edessa, until Eusebius, 
in the fourth century, happens to find the “ histori- 

. cal” document. In the mean time Abgar’s successors 
wg oll lapse into heathenism, as the sequel shows, and 
* eontinue pagans for more than one hundred years. 

"There is one more record of alleged letter-writing 
by Jesus Christ. The letter is contained in a docu- 
ment entitled * Narrativ of Joseph,” purporting to 

-hav been written by Joseph of Arimathea, who 
begged from Pilate the body of Jesus for burial. 
Joseph tells a marvelous story of the crucifixion and 
reappearance of Jesus to himself, to John, and to 
Demas, the crucified robber. Gestas, the other cul- 
prit, died blaspheming Jesus, and taunting him with 
pretending to be the son of God. But Demas was 

penitent, and addressed an eloquent prayer to Christ 
for salvation. His prayer was answered by a promis 

. of immediate admission to Paradise, accompanied by 
a letter of introduction to the gatekeepers there, and 
a proper guarding of the premises until the second 

- coming of the son of God. A copy of this letter 

. written by Jesus on the cross is transmitted to us by 

Joseph as follows: i 
Jesus Christ the son of God, who hav come down from 
the hights of heaven, who hav come forth out of the bosom 
of the invisible father without being separated from him, and 
who hay come down into the world to be made flesh, and to 
be nailed to the cross, in order that I might save Adam, 
whom I fashioned—to my archangelic powers, the gate- 
keepers of Paradise, to the officers of my father: I will and 
order that he who has been crucified along with me should go 

“in, should receive remission of sins through me, and that he, 
having put on an incorruptible body, should go into Para- 
dise and dwell where no one has ever been able to dwell. 

After writing this, and instructing Demas what to 
say at the gate of Paradise, Jesus gave up the ghost. 
Then the dead body of Gestas appeared as that of a 
dragon, while the corpse of Demas vanished. Joseph 
having obtained the body of Jesus, placed it in his 
new tomb. When the Jews learned this, though it 
«vas Sabbath evening (7.¢., Friday night), they seized 
Joseph and put him in prison. But the next night 
at the fifth hour (Saturday, 11 r.m.) a great light 
shone in tbe prison and two men appeared; the 

Then he 
recognized Jesus and the robber, the latter bringing 

: x letter to Jesus straight from Paradise. Presently 
Jesus. sat: down and read the letter. Talk about the 
: wonders of the modern telegraph! This beats it all 

. hollow. Jesus, on the cross, with his hands nailed fast, 
writes a letter of one hundred words and hands it to 
-his brother Demas, who takes it 'way off to Paradise 
-and brings back an answer of two hundred words the 

‘nextday > 
. Joseph followed Jesus and the robber into Galilee, 
where he saw Christ transfigured and ministered to by 
angels. After remaining there three days, the disciple 
John met the party. John, not being able to recog- 
nize Demas, besought Jesus to reveal the strange 
man to h@which he did, to John’s astonishment 
and delight. Just then a multitude of voices were 
heard welcoming the robber to Paradise as a great 
king. 

his history,” says the reverend translator of the 
apocryphal gospel, “seems to hav been popular in 

“the middle ages, if we may judge from the number 
of Greek MSS. of it which remain.” 

Is it credible that Greek copies abounded in the 
middle ages, when Latin was almost the only lan- 
guage of the learned? The learned Father Har- 
douin, who died in 1729 at the age of eighty-three, 
vehemently maintained that all this kind of literature 
was forged by Benedictine monks after the middle of 
the thirteenth century. ANTICHRIST. 

(TO BE CONCLUDED.) 
00-0 


The Beginning of the End. 


The repeal of the Atheists disability laws is the 
Þoginning of the end of the age of bigotry.. The 
work of enfranchising reason began to bud under the 
hand of Jefferson in Virginia and is now blossoming 
out by the help of Joyner in Massachusetts. See the 
following from the Globe: 

: . ATHEISTS AS WITNESSES. 

The Senate judiciary committee reported in favor of refer- 
ring to the next general court petitious asking the repeal of 
the Public Statutes which permit evidence of a person's dis- 
belief in the existence of a God to affect his credibility as a 
witness. The report, however, drawn in the bold hand of 
Senator Joyner, takes an opportunity to present these rea- 
sons for repealing the law mentioned: ` : 

It is a hateful and, unhappily, almost obsolete relic of an 
unjust, unnatural, and odious system of statute Jaw, which 
atone time, in violation of the broad principles of the com- 


mon law, excluded from the witness stand whole races of 


men on account of color and creed. — . e. 

It is in conflict with all important laws of evidence, which, 
with this exception, admit the testimony on equal terms of 
men of every form of religious belief. : 

It is an. obstacle to justice, and is in conflict with the 
spirit, if not the letter, of the Constitution. ae 

It permits the eredibility of witnesses of the highest moral 
character to be assailed in a manner that cannot be done to 

~a thrice convicted felon, or even a red-handed murderer who 
professes, as he usually does; to be very sound in his relig- 
jous opinions. 


When Massachusetts by an act of reason and jus- 
tice declares her independence of the “kingdom of 
God,” she will be free indeed, and a fit member of 
the American republic. 

Upon the accéssion of all citizens of the common- 
wealth of the Puritans to their right to tell the truth 
in spite of the priests, let all Freethinkers who can 
attend hold a grand jubilee and parade from Paine 
Hall to Beacon Hill. Joun P. Guinn. 

Augusta, Me. 

6 — 
More Minnesota. 

We left Elk River for that wonderful, Aladdin-like 

city, thirty miles away, Minneapolis. It would re- 


| quire a good-sized pamphlet to describe all the inter- 
esting sights which we saw in one day in that young |. 


but mighty city; for we pressed into service not only 
the slow-going street-car, but the motor-car, and 
still. more astonishing, in this lightning age, we 
whirled away in the “electric-car,” propelled by elec- 
tricity. Think of that, you slow-going Eastern folk! 

After a ride over a portion of this city by St. An- 
thony, we fairly flew over the rolling prairies out to 
the far-famed' Lake Minnetonka. I must here con- 
fess to a great disappointment. It is the most over- 
praised lake I ever looked upon. We next visited 
Lakes Harriet and Calhoun, nearer the city. They 
are not so famous nor so large as Minnetonka, but 
they are very much prettier—perfect beauties. The 
shore of Minnetonka in many places is low, muddy, 
marshy. The shores of Lakes Harriet and Calhoun 
are hard, sandy, pebbly, and are as symmetrical as if 
carved by the hand of a sculptor. Time did not ad- 
mit of our going all around and over them. That 
would require weeks, which many tourists giv every 
year to this lovely portion of our planet. 

In the evening we were back to Minneapolis in 
barely time enough to eat supper and attend the 
Presbyterian Assembly of the United States, held in 
Westminster church. There we heard the great Dr. 
Hall, of New York city, Dr. Howard Crosby, and 
several other notable divines. The spacious church 
was filled to overflowing. The deep-toned organ 
made music as grand as the occasion. It was all ex- 
ceedingly religious. Even the laughter engendered 
by the witty remarks of staid reverend doctors was a 
subdued, religious-like laughter, very proper, very 
decorous. When a Presbyterian clergyman jokes, he 
seems as much out of his nativ element as an 
elephant trying to dance. The performance of one 
is about as graceful as the other. There is nothing 
hearty about a Presbyterian laugh. It is a delicate 
little thing; acts as if it would éatch cold on the 
slightest exposure, and die right there on the spot. 
Just watch the next religious laugh that ripples over 
a pious congregation. It is decreed to be of that 
faint hue, like a gentle breeze touching the glassy 
lake. The God of the pious never was friendly to 
mirth, and our Christian friends act as if they knew it. 

After God was invoked the clerical gentleman 
made an onslaught. The “heathen” were attacked 
again. An occasional shot was fired at the Infidel. 
It did not take me long to learn that this meeting 
appertained to “Home Missions,” and that the great 
obstacle in their way is Infidelity. During the day 
Dr. Crosby, it appears, remarked that “institutions 
of learning must be kept under the oversight and 
control of the church, which shall train our Presby- 
terian youth in the ways of truth and righteousness.” 
In order that his hearers might know just what he 
meant, he said, * Dangers to the youth of the country 
arising from the teachings of Materialism, naturalism, 
etc., which were now taking a hold on the susceptible 
minds of young men in‘ colleges. This tide should 
be stayed through the means which that Christian 
education which this board (on academies and col- 
leges) had been created to foster and further.” 

These gentlemen read the handwriting on their 
theologie walls. To hear them one would suppose 
that the fate of the universe depends upon Presby- 
terianism. Rev. Dr. W. C. Roberts represented it as 
the only remedy for woe. “The gospel furnishes the 
only eure that can heal our wounds as a nation. 
Either we must hav a Cæsar, a stronger government, 
or our whole nation must be imbued with the prin- 
ciple of Christianity.” “ Great is the responsibility 


.resting on the American church, and especially on that 


branch to which we belong." “ What is this opposi- 
tion to our Sabbath, to our Bible, and to our Chris- 
tian sanctuary, of which we hear so much everywhere? 
What is that Materialism which threatens to under- 
mine all that is spiritual in the life or religion of our 
people?” The church is in a fright. 

Rev. Lyman Marshall belieyed, he said, that “one 
of the great dangers to this country is the incoming 


flood of foreigners, with their disregard of our relig- | 


ious ideas. The Germans are a particularly danger- 
ous class. These Germans when they become Pres- 
byterians make some of our best members. It was a 
German who rescued our Bible.” 

Rev. J. V.. Guenther claimed that “the way to 
reach the unbelieving Germans and to correct their 
unbelief was to send them the gospel just as we send 


it to benighted Americans.” He begged them not to | P 


think that all Germans were Infidels, 


Are they not the salt of the earth? In spite of | 


their thousands of preachers, the Freethought move- 
ment is gaining on them. If it continues to gain as 
it has for the past quarter of a century, where will 
Presbyterianism be? 

As we were leaving Minneapolis next morning for 
the southwest, we had a fine view of that young giant 
city. Literally, there were hundreds of buildings in 
process of erection. A few years more and the “twin 


| cities,” St. Louis and Minneapolis, will be one, rival- 


ing Chicago in population, and surpassing it in 

beauty. Minnehaha Falls will be within the corpora- 

tion. W. F. JAMIESON. 
Lake City, Minn. 


A Sunday in Vichy. 

Up at 7 o'clock and take a'spray.bath at the Etab-. 
lissment Thermal de Vichy. Make an effort to under- 
stand the Frenchman that sprays me, but it is a bad 
failure. He says, “Owi, oui, monsieur, and I say, 
“ Bon,” or * Bone," I forget which—and get out. 
The Frenchman calls the bath a grande douche à 
percussion. First-class, two francs fifty centimes — 
or fifty cents. The church bells ring; the sound is, 
pleasant to the ear in this pure atmosphere. No one 
seems to carea button but a few worn people, mostly 
women, of the poorer class. At the doorway of the 
church half a dozen beggars and cripples ask alms 
almost under the basin of holy water. As the people 
come out, the holy water almost drops on the poor 
people when the healthy penitents use it in “tit, tat, 
toeing ‘themselys.” The water did not appear to do 
the wretched any good, for not one copper was 
given them while I looked on. 

The people turn out early to their baths and water 
The church is lost sight of completely at 9 o’clock. 
The devil takes possession, and runs the Sabbath 
until he wants to sleep. His majesty begins his 
innings at half-past 8 a.m., to make the invalid 
healthy, the poor content, all happy. A very fine 
band plays delightful music. The soldier, sailor, 
tinker, and tailor, and priests, women, children, and 
dogs promenade the beautiful park of about fifty 
acres, listening to the band, and getting up an appe- 
tite for the grand gorge, or d6jewner, or breakfast, at 
10 o'clock; and I am glad to say the subjects of his 
sulphurous majesty hav splendid appetites, and the 
other fellows are not far behind; only these chaps, 
and their female companions, act as if they had lost 
something and were trying to find it at the bottom 
of the wine-bottle. After breakfast about two-thirds 
of the folks go to the cafés and drink coffee, smoke, . 
and some drive. The pious soul lugs his missal and 
himself to the musty den of a. thousand years, and 
sleeps under the shadow of the holy “ Virgin” and 
child. Sunday passes, with the help of Satan, to the 
satisfaction of everyone but the priest, who looks 
piously mad, it seems to me, because he cannot taste 
of the honey of the wicked (in public). 

At half-past five dinner time arrives, and another 
grand feast commences and lasts until seven o'clock. 
The priest subsides, or, in other words, he puts off 


| his dress of slavery, and, if he can get an order from 


his master, he will be seen at the Casino in the garb 
of a white man. - The Casino is where the great ad- 
versary of souls plays his trump card to the delight 
of fifteen hundred people on the holy Sabbath night 
—the theater, the grand band, billiard room, card 
room, reading room, grand saloon, all under the same 
roof, all going at the same time. Every place is 
crowded with happy faces. Even the fellow with 
the missal crawls in and chuckles, takes a hand, wins 
or loses a few francs. You know something of the 
temptation of the Lord on the mountain. Well! it 
is no wonder the Lord did not tumble to the bargain, 
for the land was not worth a cent an acre; but if the 
devil had shown him the Casino and park at Vichy 
(which he might hav done, since space and time are 
nothing to the devil or Lord), the world would hav 
had no savior to mourn, and the Virgin Mary would 
hav been sent to the House of Correction. 

The play in the theater was, on this Sunday even- 
ing, * The Devil and Dr. Faust.” C. E. 

Vichy, France, June 6, 1886. 
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Or the seventy-seven persons now in the Utah pen- 
itentiary for polygamy, thirty-five are English, 
twenty-five are American, ten Scotch, two Swedish, 
two Irish, and one each from Norway, Denmark, and 
South Wales. 

— ete i 

Ir is estimated that when the Lick telescope shall 
be finished and set in position it will hav cost $164,- 
850. The observatory dome will cost $56,850, the. 
mounting $42,000, the visual objectiv $53,000, and . 
the cost of the photographie objectiv will be $13,000. 

-9—9—9— 

Or the eight hundred prisoners in the penitentiary 
on Blackwell’s Island only three refuse to go to 
church. "These are Most and his companions, Braun- 
schweig and Schenck. Most is the son of a sexton 
and once sung in a choir, but now he says he hopes 
the sacred chalices will be used as drinking cups at 
ublie wine fountains, the churches turned into con- 
cert hails and theaters, and the priests aud nuns 
strangled in the belfries.. 
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Prayer. 

Just now the subject of prayer is receiving a great 
deal of attention at the hands.of the religious press. 
It is treated in almost as many ways—the degree of 
belief iu it is as various—as there are editors writing 
upon the matter. Tur Truru SEEKER readers will 
doubtless recollect the leading New York Congrega- 
tionalist journals four ways in which God answers 
prayers. The proofs of these ways were about the 
craziest lot of reasons ever set forth by an old woman 
in frock coat and trousers. The Zndependent has 
been followed by the Christian Advocate, which last 
week lent a hand toward supporting the unsupport- 
able theory of divine interposition in human affairs. 
Mr. Buckley, being crafty, catches his readers with 
guile, yet leaves a loophole in his argument large 
enough to crawl through whenever a case of unan- 
swered prayer is brought to his notice. 

A subscriber writes to him asking that Chris- 
tians be invited, through the Advocate, to pray for 
the recovery of his sick wife, whose name is not to be 
given to the public. Now, it will not do for Mr. 
Buckley to say that prayers are of no avail in this 
éase. Such confession would ruin his business. He 
cannot afford to ignore the request, for that might 
lose a customer to the church. Neither does he want 
to own up that the Advocate and its editor hav no 
influence with God. . The next conference might ask 
fox his resignation as editor in favor of some one who 
has a “pull” with the throne. But he must get out 
of the dilemma in some way, and this is how he 
manages to do it: 

*We willingly giv this notice, but in doing so desire to say 
that we do not believe that the power of prayer for a blessing 
on a single person is cumulativ in the sense that a hundred 
persons earnestly praying for anything for another person 
will prevail where ninety-nine would fail; or that fifty-one 
might prevail where fifty would fail, all other things being 
equal. Though, of course, if à hundred know of the case 

. they will pray for the blessing, and be blessed in so doing. 
The promis in the Bible, subject, of course, to the condition 
elsewhere expressed, ‘if we ask anything according to his 
will,’ is: ‘If two of you shall agree on earth as touching any- 
thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my 
father which is in heaven.’ Prayer does not exert its force 

' ina mechanical way. One hundred men can pull more than 
fifty of the same strength. Abraham could do as much for 
Lot in Sodom as Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Where one 
person is better than another, the prayers of the better may 
prevail where the prayers of the less good would fail; but, 
supposing the persons to be of equal piety, God is not a man 
that he should be persuaded by an imposing array of signers 
to a petition. 

“ And, further, we believe that it is impossible for persons 
to pray with any intelligent grasp of faith where they are 
entirely ignorant of the situation, as they are in this case. 
To pray that à man's wife may recover when one knows 
nothing about her history, whàt her relations are to him, to 
the church, and to the world, and without any personal ac- 
quaintance with her, seems impossible i in fact, though it may 
be possible in fancy. If the prayers were for tlie conversion 
of a sinner, or for the special good of any one, the case 
would be wholly different." 

Mr. Buckley, it wil be noticed, throws &way the 
* numbers” argument in advance. There is no sum- 


-may be relied upon. 


ulativ power in prayer. One prayer is as good as a 
million. "That admission removes the responsibility 
from the Advocate and its editor in.case the lady 
dies. Next, although the Bible promises that when 
two persons on earth are agreed upon anything, God 
will answer their prayer, the promis is coupled with 
the condition “if the thing asked is according to his 
will" That lets divinity out, for if the prayer is not 
answered it is plain proof that the thing asked for 
was not according to his will. Further, it makes a 
difference in praying for the recovery of a sick wife 
as to how she stands with her husband. From this 
it is to be presumed that if she has not submitted 
herself to him in all things, if she has not allowed 
him to be always the head, if she has not always 
adorned herself in modest apparel, with shamefaced- 
ness and sobriety, if when she has desired to know 
anything she has gone to trustworthy authority or 
‘investigated the facts for herself instead of asking 
him, then prayers for her are impossible in fact! 
This is a very large loophole for Mr. Buckley, for 
what wife has not had her own way occasionally, and 
walked without either shame or brazenness? Yet still 
another hole to ‘crawl through is the relation of the 
woman to the church. If she has left undone that 
which becometh women professing godliness, if she 
has not learned in silence with all subjection, if she 
has prayed with her head uncovered, if she has not 
kept silence in the churches, then are prayers for her 
recovery impossible in fact, though possible in fancy. 
It seems to us that in providing an abundance of 
doors of retreat, the editor has been obliged to em- 
ploy heartless workmen, with exceedingly sharp and 
wicked tools. But why should the case be wholly 
different with the sinner? Do sinful women always 
obey their husbands and acknowledge him as their 
rightful head, even as Christ is the head of the 
church? Do sinful women never proffer to teach nor 
try to usurp authority over the man? Is the con- 
versation of a sinful woman always coupled with fear? 
Does she cheerfully own up that woman, being de- 
ceived, was in the transgression, and therefore to 
blame for all the evil in the world? We hav met a 
few lady sinners (if by “sinners ” are meant heretics) 
who stoutly anathematized St. Paul, but yet we will 
venture to assert that all the prayers the Advocates 
subscribers ‘can offer between now and the judgment 
day would not convert them. ` Really, we cannot see 
why the case of a sinner is wholly different. 

Having sufficiently discouraged the applicant, Mr. 
Buckley throws in some ‘affirmations concerning 
prayer for the benefit of his other readers. He says: 

* Let no one suppose that we believe prayer for the sick to 
be useless. On the contrary, we believe that the prayers of 
this Christian woman and her husband will certainly be 
answered, and that in one of two ways: Either she will re- 
cover through God's blessing upon the means used or, if he 
Should see fit, by the operation of his providence, without 
respect, so far as can be seen, to the means used intention- 
ally by men; or as Paul was answered when he besought the 
Lord thrice that this thing might pass from him. In that 
case, both she and her husband will learn the meaning of the 
scripture which saith: ‘And he said unto me, My grace is 
sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weak- 
ness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my in- 
firmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.' "This, 
as we hav proved by experience in periods otherwise hope- 
less, is ‘a wholesome doctrin and very full of comfort.' " 


First. Mr. Buckley believes in prayer. This isa 
general statement, and one safe to make. He also 
believes that this woman will recover. He has 


probably seen her doctor. And her recovery, hé 
thinks, will occur in either of two ways:. (a) 
Because of the medicin she has taken; or, (b) In 
spite of the medicin, which, we take it, is the English 
of the theological phrases used. Second. If she does 
not recover, then God will allow her to die, which is 
another way he has of answering prayers concerning 
sick people. Authority for this is found in 2 Corin- 
thians, xii, 7-9. Paul had a thorn in the flesh, the 
messenger of Satan, which he thrice besought the 
Lord to remove. Instead of removing it, the Lord 
gave him grace to bear.it. The Independent terms 
this God's indirect method of answering prayer. In 
the present instance the assertion is that if the 
woman does not recover she will be given the grace 
to die and her husband will be given the grace to 
bear the loss. This, Mr. Buckley says, is “a whole- 
some doctrin, and very full of comfort.” .Inasmuch 
as he has buried two wives, Mr. Buckley's ex- 
perience is valuable, and in this instance his word 
1 No doubt the “brother of 
respectability, residing in one of the cities on the 


Hudson,” will derive needed consolation from the 


scriptural reference and its personal verification by ' 


one of the most eminent Methodist i of the 
present time. . 
We do not know why their advocacy aad reitera- 


tion of a belief in prayer is so unanimously made by - 


the religious press just now, unless it is because the 


editors imagin that the people hav forgotten the- 


death of Garfield and are again in a mood to be 
cajoled into acquiescing in a doctrin which givs the 
priests and ministers almost unlimited influence with 
the ignorant, and fills the coffers of an institution a as 


dishonest as the doctrin is absurd. 
. —9-4—— 


The Cause Abroad. 
The English National Secular Society held its an- 
nual conference at Glasgow, June 13th, in the hall of 
the Glasgow branch society. The report of the 


executiv committee shows a steady growth of the” 
society, the accession to the membership during the | 


year lacking but two of a thousand, while seven new 
branches were formed. The treasurers report. 
showed balances on hand in the general, benevolent, 
and propagandist funds. New Secular halls are being 
built in several towns, toward the erection of one of 


which five hundred pounds hav been donated by a — 


generous Infidel. Notices of intended donations of 
liberal amounts to the benevolent fund aud to the 
educational work also appear. 

A hopeful sign of the growth of Secularism in 
England is the enmity evinced toward it at ihe last 
election. 
servativ organization, has for one of its principal ob- 


jects checking the progress of Atheism. During the | 
last election campaign charges of Atheism were. 


recklessly made against many candidates for Parlia- 
ment, and similar charges hav been published against 
municipal and school board candidates. Mr. Brad- 
laugh reports that in the majority of these instances 
the attacked candidates hav been elected. 

A bill for the repeal of the blasphemy laws has 


been introduced in Parliament, and was on the calen- - 


dar for its second reading for July 28th. The disso- 
lution of Parliament will necessitate its reintroduc- 
tion next session. 
has occurred in Scotland during the year just closed, 
that of an aged newsdealer, Robert Ferguson, for ex- 
posing copies of the London Freethinker for sale 
in his store in Edinburgh. He was sentenced to 
fourteen days’ imprisonment. A significant action in 


connection with the movement for the repeal of the. 


blasphemy laws was the refusal of the council of the 
British and Foreign Unitarian Association to aid the 
endeavor in any way. 

No progress worth mentioning has been made in 
Parliament on the bill allowing Infidels tof affirm. 
The defeat of its chief spokesman, Mr. C. | Hop. 


wood, Q.C., at the last general election was fatal io _ 


the bill. At the election just completed the exec- 
utiv of the Secular Society recommended that in every 
case candidates be pressed to giv their support, if 
elected, to an affirmation bill, and also to the bill re- 
pealing the blasphemy laws. 

During the past year Mrs. Besant has presided 
over a literature committee, which, the report says, 


has distributed gratuitously an enormous quantity of 


literature upon theological, political, and social sub- 
jects. The Hall of Science classes hav been mair- 
tained, eleven of the classes being for science and two 
for art. A deficit in the finances of the classes ap- 
pears, which has been borne by Mr. Bradlaugh and 
Mrs. Besant personally. 

The executiv's report embraces also one or two oth«r 
countries, in which work has been done in connection 
with the English society. An International Congress 
was held last September at Antwerp, and notice is 
given that the next will sit at Lille on September 
20th of this year. A Freethought Society has been 
established in Portugal, having its center at Lisbon. 
In Sweden an organization is flourishing, with head- 
quarters at Gotenburg. Of the Bruno monument 
fund the report says : 

** Additional subscriptions hav been received by the Bruno. 


International Committee at Rome during the year, in large 
part from the United States of America, for the monument. 


to be erected in Rome to the memory of Giordano Bruno. , 


The whole of the moneys are stated to be properly invested,- 
the sculptor's work is proceeding, and application is before 
the Roman municipal couneil for the grant of the necessary 
site. It.is trusted that the statue may be ready for unvciling 
on the 17th February, the anniversary of Bruno's mar- 
tyrdom.” 


. Report from the local society of Madras, India, i ie 


The Primrose League, au importaut Con- 


. One prosecution for blasphemy ' 
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encouraging. The society has a growing member- 
ship, publishes a weekly journal in the English and 
Tamil languages, and has a book depot for the sale 
of Freethought literature. Australia now has three 
Freethought journals, and the English Secularists 
are fast colonizing the sixth continent. We are 
,pleased to` learn from this report also that “in Can- 
-ada and the United States of America there has been 
great lecturing activity during the present year.” 

After the outgoing officers had been reélected, the 

"Conference discussed the revision of the statement of 
the society’s principles, which had been made by a 
committee. After considerable talk, the following 
was formulated as & declaration of what Secular- 
ism is: 

“Secularism teaches that conduct should be based on 
'reason and knowledge. It knows nothing of divine guid- 
“ance or interference; it excludes supernatural hopes and 

fears; it regards happiness as man's proper aim, and utility 
as his moral guide. [The remaining three paragraphs were 
then put one by one and carried :] 

“Secularism affirms that Progress is only possible 
through Liberty, which is at once a right and a duty; and 
therefore seeks to remove every barrier to the fullest equal 
freedom of thought, action, and speech. 

‘Secularism declares that theology is condemned by rea- 
Son as superstitious and by experience as mischievous, and 
_assails it as the historic enemy of progress. ` 

‘‘ Becularism, accordingly, seeks to dispel superstition; 
to spread education; to disestablish religion; to rationalize 
morality; to promote peace; to dignify labor; to extend 
material well-being, and to realize the self-government of 
the people.” 

The report of the proceedings of the Conference 
shows that our British brethren are putting in plain, 
hard, sensible work for the equality before the law of 
the Freethinker with the Christian, and notable 

^ gains hav been made, especially on the taking of 
oaths by Freethinking jurors. It ‘is generally con- 
ceded, too, that in England there will be no more 
legal persecutions for blasphemy, and the opinion 
was expressed at the Conference that old Mr. Fer- 
guson would hav the honor and glory of being the 
last Infidel martyr in Scotland. If this shall prove 


to be true, the sufferings of Mr. Foote and his col! 


leagues and of Mr. Ferguson will indeed hav borne 
noble fruit. "When the cruel blasphemy and the ab- 
surd oath laws are repealed and an affirmation bill 
passed, the English Secularists will hav an honorable 
and permanent place in the history of the world. 
Every American Freethinker will be glad to know 
of the progress that has been made, and if our Eng- 
lish brethren ever run short of local reformatory work 


they can come over and help us. 
———————49-$——————————. 


: Orthodoxy Defined. 

Considering that about one-half of the preachers in 
the larger cities, and they the brainy ones, hav pub- 
liely renounced the doctrin of hell for the wicked, 
and accepted the theory of evolution, we hav for a 
long time been at a loss to know what the church of 
the present day deems heresy. Everyone knows 
what it formerly labeled as heretical teaching, and 
how it punished the teachers. But within the last 
ten years the spinal column of orthodoxy has lost 
much of its rigidity, and" the church stoops with the 
weight of trouble Infidelity has been to her. But 
now the Methodist church, through its chief official 
organ, has said what a man may not preach without 
working under false pretenses as the pastor of an 
orthodox church. The doctrins which constitute 
‘orthodoxy are these: 

1. The evangelical doctrin of the punishment of the 
wicked. ; 

2. The divinity of Christ. 

3. The Atonement. 

4. The new birth. 

5. That the scriptures contain the only revelation 
of God to man. 

6. All doctrins necessary to and corollary of these. 

Any preacher, says the organ, who does not defend 
these affirmations of theology, yet occupies a pulpit, 
is a base pretender, and a robber of the church. This, 
we take it, is an authoritativ statement of what ortho- 
doxy is to-day. What an enormous number of pre- 
tenders and robbers are breaking the bread of life to 
the weary Christians! 


` Ir is seldom that itinerant colporteurs hit the nail so 
squarely on the head as did the one of those employed by 
the English Religious Tract Society. His field of work was 
Hungary. One day when selling books in the market-placc 
a peasant came to him and demanded a regular devil’s book, 
filled with nothing but nonsense from beginning to end. 
The colporteur gently extended to him a copy of the Word 
of God, ub 


Editorial Notes. 
Tur Maurepas (La.) Gazette pronounces J. E. Remsburg’s 


“ Sábbath-Breaking" ‘an interesting and: exhaustiv treatis 
on the subject." ! 


CF 

Two statements in the Messiah's Herald of June 28d: 

“ Christians are safe in a house built on a rock which cannot be 
moved by the wildest storms.” ^ 

* Fifty thousand acres of crops and two villages hav been de- 
stroyed by floods in Hungary, and greater damages are threat- 
ened.” . ; 

The first is a religious statement, the second a statement 
of fact! The agreement between them is significant. 


More truth than is usually contained in- judicial remarks 
was spoken from the bench by Judge Cowing in this city 
the other morning. A German was before him charged with 
attempting suicide. The German had repented of his deed. 
'! T vos drunk, judge,” he pleaded, ** und I ton't do dot some 
more. I vant to liv all vat I can now.” ‘That's right,” 
said Judge Cowing, '* stay here as long as you can, for none 
of us knows very much about where we will go when we 
leave here." 


H. W. Brsoner, who is now in England, occupied the 
pulpit of the City Temple one Sunday recently. The dis- 
patch says he ** prayed for more wisdom among the queen's 
counselors." "The dispatch adds that the prayer will be 
used by the Tory politicians against the present ministry, of 
which Mr. Gladstone is the head. It seems that Mr. Bcecher 
isbound to meddle with politics wherever he is. But in 
this instance his pulpit’ stump speech will further the 
schemes of his enemies. Mr. Beecher is a Home ruler. 


Tux action of the Harvard overseers in abolishing the rule 
of the college making attendance upon morning prayers 
compulsory is causing the religious editors much pain in their 
inmost bowels. Theircriticisms upon the overseers irresistibly 
compel us to conclude that their idea is that unless the stu- 
dents are forced to it they will not be religious at all, and 
rather than that this should happen the editors would use the 
army, if need be, to drive the young men to prayer. This is 
Christianity, it is true, but it does not seem to us to be com- 
mon sense. 


News comes from Reading, Pa., that the Rev. D. D. Al- 
bright, formerly superintendent of Bethany Orphan's Home 
at Womelsdorf, convicted of brutally beating Harry Kramer, 
an orphan inmate, has been sentenced to pay a fine of $50 
and all the costs. Mr. Albright is probably one of those 
people spoken of by Ingersoll, who think that when the 
savior said, ‘ Suffer little children to come unto me, for of 
such is the kingdom of heaven," he had a rawhide under his 
mantle, and made that remark simply to get the children 
within striking distance. 


A DUDE of the name of Pierson, in closing a criticism of 
* Men, Women, and Gods," in the Keynote, says: ‘It will 
be of peculiar interest to note if this author shall stick to her 
fallacious belief until the last day, or if she will cringe and 
crawl in the presence of death, as did Paine, Voltaire, and 
Rousseau.” When this was first read in this office it was pro- 
posed to send Mr. Pierson the truth in regard to the death of 
the three famous personages named, but on meeting with a 
young man who knew him, it was decided to let the dude 
go, as his intellect was not of sufficient strength to compre- 
hend the facts. 


Tus Rev. Mark Trafton is writing for a religious jonrnal a 

| series of papers upon the romance of colonial history. An 
item in a recent paper recalls the fact that the first Episcopal 
church organized in this country was shipped back to Eng- 
land instanter—beads, cassock, and gown, cape, stole, and 
surplice, all went together. Governor Endicott would hav 
none of the popish mummery. As the Puritans had left 
England because they wished to worship in their way, which 
the Church of England would not allow, this may hav been 
righteous retribution, but it does not square exactly with the 

claims made for the Puritans by their descendants. 


A WRITER in the July Forum asks, ‘Shall we muzzle 
the Anarchists?” Certainly. Muzzle evcryone who docs 
not think just as ''we" do. Let the Episcopalians muzzle 
the Methodists, the Methodists the Adventists, the Advent- 
ists the Unitarians, the Unitarians the Presbyterians, the 
Presbyterians the Baptists, the Baptists the Congregational- 
ists, the Congregationalists the Catholics, and so on to the 
end of the chapter. Then let all the sects turn to and muzzle 
the Infidels, and then let the Infidels turn toand muzzle the 
Anarchists, Socialists, Communists, and the like. Free 
speech is a dangerous thing in a free country, and what is 
the use of a free country, anyllow? 


Cuartes K. WHIPPLE, one of the old-time Abolitionists, 
writes to a Boston journal: ‘‘In the preface to that admi- 
rable book, ‘The Jesus of History,’ now unfortunately out 
of print, its author acknowledges his resemblance to Joseph 
of Arimathea in one particular. He had held for several 
years the views expressed in that work, but had not declared 
them publicly, ‘for fear of the Christians.’ But for my re- 
membrance of this expression, I should hav failed to notice 
an historical inaccuracy in the excellent address made by 
Frederick Douglass in Tremont Temple, May 24th, at the 
anniversary meeting of the New England Woman Suffrage 
Association. Speaking of the idea upon which this associa- 
tion was founded, Mr. Douglass said that its growth had been 
strong, steady, and irrepressible, ‘ though the heathen raged.’ 
History will hav to record that it was the Christians, not the 
heathen, and preémiuently the Christian ministers, who 
‘raged,’ when Abby Kelley and Lucy Stone and the sisters 
Grimké began to speak in public, though their spcech was 
advocacy of righteousness and rebuke of popular. sin. . The 
facts npon this subject, happily preserved im the pages of the 


Liberator, must be remembered and repeated as long as the 
orthodox clergy continue their false declarations that the 
abolition of slavery and the elevation of woman hav been 
brought about by such Christianity as they teach, and such 
Christians as hav grown up under their tuition." 


‘Tnx glory of God sets upon the hill-tops these beautiful 
June days. It is a real inspiration to take the Fitchburg 
Railroad and ride up through the Berkshire Hills.”— Golden 
Rule. The inspiration probably read like this: ‘‘Pass Rev. 
F. H. Kasson, editor of the Golden Rule, over the Fitchburg 
Railroad. —-——, Gen. Ticket Agent.” , 


Waen the papal ablegate arrived here bearing the insignia — 
of a cardinal for the use of Mr. Gibbon, of Baltimore, he was 
met down the bay by a committee of the St. Michael’s Romau 
Catholic Association who had obtained the use of a govern- 
ment steamboat for the purpose. It has come out since that 
not only was a revenue cutter used, but the baggage and 
effects of the papal delegation were passed by the Custom 
House without examination. This was done in response to 
a letter from the Association asking that the courtesies usu- 
ally extended to foreign embassadors be shown the pope's 
emissaries. In other words, the United States were asked 
to recognize the pope as a nation, which our complaisant 
treasury officials did. 


Messrs. Burr AND Unparwoop are discussing, in. the 
Indianapolis Sentinel and the Jron-Clad Age the question, 
whether Paine or Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. The problem will perhaps never be settled to the 
satisfaction of all, but everyone must admit that with Paine’s 
“Crisis” and ** Common Sense" at hand any person of good 
literary ability could hav formulated that immortal document 
without doing any large amount of original thinking. Com- 
menting upon the discussion the Seymour, Ind., Republican 
says: ‘Professor Underwood in last’ week's Jron-Clud Age 
tas settled the question as to who wrote the Declaration of 
Independence in his usual way, that of quoting somebody 
else's opinion. What Professor Underwood can't establish by 
citing what others think and belicve on the subject would be 


difficult to find." 

Tug Christian at Work says : 

“Thomas Paine has no great hold on the traditions or the affec- 
tions of the country. The seventy-seventh anniversary of his 
death passed almost unnoticed hereabouts. As to how it was ob- 
served elsewhere read this : 

*** Tt was announced that the Thomas Paine Society of Frederick 
county, Md., would cclebrate the seventy-seventh anniversary of 
Tom Paine's death at the house of Aaron Davis, near Frederick ; 
but not a celebrater appeared. Mr. Davis himself observed the day 
by not working. He said that, while there was only about a dozen 
members of the society, there were threeor four hundred believers 
of the Paine doctrins in the county, but fear of social ostracism or 
injury to their business caused them to make a secret of their 
views.’ 

“That cannot hay a very deep hold on their affections which is 
discarded from fear of social ostracism.” : 

If the Christian at Work had been published in the six- 


teenth century, those Protestants who refrained from avow- 
ing their heresy for fcar of the flame or rack would hav been 
sneered at by the editor as people upon whom their religion 
had no very decp hold. 


wee ES, 

In the current number of the Forum, J. H. Seclye, pres- 
ident of Amherst College, writes upon the question, ‘Should 
the State Teach Religion?” In the course of his *‘ argument” 
in favor of this proposition he uses the most dishonest and 
foolish controversial weapons that ever were wielded by a 
pedagog. He says: . 

“ Even if it should be claimed—though I do not think it could be 
proven—that certain individuals are moral without any religious 
constraint, this would never be affirmed of the masses of mankind.” 
“ A false religion: will be found more conduciy to virtue than no 
religion. Without inquiring as to what might or might not be true 
in respect of the moral life in any given instance of a cultivated or 
an uncultivated Atheist or irreligious man, there need be no hesita- 
tion in affirming, either from the facts of human nature or of his- 
tory, that an Atheistic people, a people without religion, if such 
could be, could not hav virtue enough to maintain themsclvs as a 
people.” f m 

Mr. Seelye is a remarkable specimen of the religious law- 


yer. There are a great many thousands, if not millions, 
of moral Atheists in this country alone, and yet he thinks it 
cannot be proven that a moral Atheist exists! And without 
stopping to inquire as to whether Athcism and morality were 
ever united in one pereon, he sets it down for a fact that an 
Atheistic people can possess no virtue! We pity the stu- 
dents of Amherst if this is the kind of morality and love of 
truth that is taught them. They will be more apt to end 
their days in a penitentiary than to become useful members 
of society. 


———— —3-9—— — ——- 
Lectures and Meetings. 

Mns. Lini Devereaux BLAKE has made engagements to 
speak on “ Woman Suffrage” throughout New York state 
this summer. The following dates are fixed: July 8th, 
Turners; 9th, Walton; 10th, 11th, and 12th, Norwich ; 13th, 
Homer; 14th, Dryden; 16th, 17th, and 18th, Dansville. 

Mz. RrvNorps's Tent will be at Montezuma, N. Y., from. 
July 8th to 19th. Mrs. Reynolds will speak on the Sunday 
evenings of the 11th and 18th. Mr. Reynolds will use the 
platform the remaining evenings. Of Mr. Reynolds and his 
work at Palmyra, the Democrat of that place says: “ Ex- 
Rev. C. B. Reynolds, of Rochester, has been delivering bib- 
lical lectures for the past few evenings in his tent at the foot 
of Cuyler strect, which hav been quite interesting. Mr. 
Reynolds was formerly a Protestant minister, but his views 
now embrace th« theory of Paine and Ingersoll, whose pict- 
ures, together with that of Bennett, adorn the wall of his 
tent behind the pulpit. We do not know whether the gentle- 
man'slectures are caleulated to improve the minds of the 
masses—morally and religiously speaking—or whether they 
hav a tendency to drive the better thoughts of those who 
hear him into the same channel That Mr. Reynolds is an 
able and talented man there can be no doubt, but we cannot ' 
indorse bis views.” : 
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Letters from Sriends. | 


GRAHAMVILLE, FLA., June 25, 1886. 
Mz. Epiror: Permit me to thank you for Tae TRUTH 
SEEKER’s brave stand with regard to the affair of John Most 
and free speech. Fraternally yours, J. Wm. Lroyp. 


San FnANoISCO, June 12, 286. 
Mr. Enrtor: I am highly pleased with the pictures. I 
am going to hav them bound in book form when the year is 
up. They will instruct and amuse my children and grand- 
children. Mrs. E. M. Hansson. 


Morray, O., June 20, 1886. 


_Mr. Eprtor: I write this letter to thank you for continuing 


. to send the best of all reform papers—Tar Truru SEEkKER— 


to me when I am in arrears. Do not borrow any trouble be- 
cause I do not send money sooner ; you can count on me as a 
life subscriber so long as the paper is conducted as it now is. 
I would not say **stop my paper " because some one differed 
from me in opinion. The-oak tree has the same right to be 
angry at the willow because the oak has broader leaves—that 
is, if the oak had passions like man. I hate bigotry, I love 
justice, I like variety. Differences of opinion develop our 
faculties of reason. We sometimes learn something from a 
mere child. The illustrations are immense. Continue them. 
Inclosed find $2, which please place to my credit on Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER Yours fraternally, D. E. Lewis. 


: SPRINGFIELD, ILI., June 26, 1886. 
Me. Eprror: Your journal of Freethought is immense. 

Those cartoons are very attractiv and convey a world of 

meaning to many of my customers. In addition to my con- 


fectionery I hav quite a collection of Freethought literature, 


which I hav placed on the front counter by the door, free of 
access to all who enter. There are those who do not pause 
io peruse this Liberal matter, while many are desirous of 
reading, especially the rising generation. During the Boy 
Preacher's series of four montl’s rant and rage the boys, 


many of them, would desert the great rock church by an exit 


through the windows, and would come down to Nick’s store 
to read aud to hear Freethought exponnded. We liv in a 
part of our store-house, are open to sell goods or open to con- 
victiou day and night, Suuday aud all the time, within one 
block of three of the capitols largest churches. Suffice to 
say that my wife and I (both being Aguostics) hav a hot 
lime with Christian folk. Mr. Editor, if there is any way by 
which I can get tracts and leaflets gratuitously and to dispose 
of in the same manner, please inform me, for I am not able to 
purchase and giv away as I should like to. 
N. N. Nziganr. 


GETTYSBURG, Pa., June 28, 1886. 

Mr. Eprrog: Please forward me by return mail books as 
follows, for which find inclosed $2.75: ‘‘ The Christian Re- 
ligion,” Ingersoll, Black, and Fisher, paper, 50 cents; Inger- 
soll’s Tributes, the four, 50 cents; Lacy’s ‘‘ Reply to Lam- 
bert's ‘ Notes on Ingersoll,’” paper, two copies, $1; “ Res- 
urrection of Jesus," by W.S. Bell, 25 cents; ** Men, Women, 
and Gods,” by Helen H. Gardener. Lambert's ‘‘ Notes on 
Ingersoll" are being distributed to some extent here, and I 
wish to show my orthodox friends that Lambert las not got 
all of the argument, as they who hav read little or none of 
Ingersoll seem to think he has. A Presbyterian friend 
handed me Lambert's book with a triumphant air, and re- 
marked, ‘‘ That finishes Ingersoll." After reading it, I told. 
him Lambert was game too small for Ingersoll to fool away 
time on, but that the priest's sophistry and misstatements had 


` been ably answered by B. W. Lacy, and that if he would 


` 85. 


read it he should hav it. He consented. Hence this order. 

* Your cartoons are simply immense, and I hope they may 
continue. The one of June 26th, ** Obeying the Command- 
ments of Christ, ànd the Result," is particularly strong. 
Squirm and shift as they may, the Christians cannot get away 
from the plain meaning of the advice Jesus givs in Matt. vi, 
The language cannot be tortured into any other mean- 
Indeed, Watson Hes- 

W. T. Kine. 


ing than that given it in said cartoon. 
ton hits it every time. 


InwiN, Iowa, June 13, 1880. 
Mx. Eprrog : I am just ‘‘ proper proud" of Watson Hes- 
ton, that great genius, painter, poet, preacher, politician, 
and philosopher, all combined. I wish I could paint, or 
write, or talk so as to make Christians hate me like poison. 
Iwouldlike to stir up the hyenas for the fun of hearing 


‘them growl if nothing else; but do you know, it’s a very 


hopeful sign when a true delineation of the very foundation 
of Christianity—such as is ‘ Jesus Paid It All "—can horrify 


the better sense of Christians, and is repugnant to their finer 


sensibilities? The medicin that does not make them feel 
quite sick for a time cannot do them much good. It shows 
that the remedy is having the desired effect. For the love 
of humanity, giv them more of it! That picture '* horrid !” 
Why, that recording angel has the best, most honest face I 
ever saw an angel wear, and, in the matter of wings, it does 
not seem to me that the artist was at all stingy of feathers. 
That angel seems to hav a '' corner," so to speak, on quill 
pens, for he seems to hav nothing to do but to reach behind 
and pluck a quill when the stump in his hand is worn out. 
If Mr. II. C. Gill is a steel pen manufacturer he may com- 
plain, but unless he or his ** Christian friends” hav an inter- 
est in the steel pen trade, they can hav uo reasonable cause 
to fecl hurt. Then the poor bankrupt sinner, for whom 
“Jesus Paid It All," and whose “ righteousness,” at the 
best, according to the Bible, “is but filthy rags,” is far too 
respectably dressed, and his bearing is much too manly and 
genteel for such miserable sneak. It is the blood—the two 
and one-half gallons of blood—that is so ‘‘horrid,” and that 
-is not in the picture at all. 


It's considerably a matter of taste about illustrating the 
paper at all, and since the editor seeks to gather the general 
sense of his readers, I will say I like it. If some articles 
don’t suit me, I don't order my paper stopped. I call that a 
mean trick, and I don’t care who knows it. Then our edi- 
tor, you all know, is going by our votes, and Gill and the 
other poor miserable dodos who order their papers discon- 
tinued are casting insults right iuto our faces about the way 
we run the paper. Pictures or no pictures, stick to the 
paper, and just for Gil's sweet sake I am going to get four 
new subscribers if I hav to pay for them myself. [I know 
nothing abont Gill but just this one trick of his, and I call it 
mean. J. K. P. BAKER. 


. Norta Huron, N. Y., June 28, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find five dollars to pay for THE 
TRUTH SEEKER from April 1, 1886 as long as you please, 
and don’t giv up the cartoons. I think Mr. Gill’s Christian 
friends can stand the pressure as well as I can to look back 
upon scenes such as the bnrning of Servetus by John Calvin, 
and hundreds of a similar kind. G. W. SMITH. 


AxrELL, Kan., June 21, 1886. 
Our darling baby boy Pearl (named after 8. 
We 


Mr. Epiror: 
P. Andrews), eleven months old, died the 15th inst. 
were fortunate in haviug TuE TRUTA SEEKER 
Forms," so we had Mr. Mason (the president of our Union) 
read Form 8 at thegrave. The Anchor, the local paper here, 
printed it in full. Ido not know that there was ever a Lib- 
eral funeral service before in this part of Kansas. 

Iam working to get up a debate here between a Camp- 
bellite and a Mr. Orem, wlio is, in belief, what Mr. Jamieson 
called a Bible Materialist. Questions: Resolved, That the 
Christian (Campbellite) church is the true apostolic church. 
Orem negativ. Second, That the dead are unconscious. 
Orem affirmativ. Orem is smart and will make the immortal 
soulists stick ont their eyes to see how much positiv proof 
there is in their Bible azainst their belief. He makes the 
Spiritualists the hardest fight of any in this country if they 
try to.prove their doctrins by the Bible. I wish to advise 
every Liberal not near to a Freethought lecturer to get your 
“Book of Forms" and hav some friend read a service. It 
will do more for our cause than anything else, and all Lib- 
crals will be respecte l more in society. . E. W. Myer. 

P.S.—We wish to hear from John Peck. He hits hard. 

E. W. M. 


Cenviraria, ILL., May 29, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: Here is a chance for you to redeem yourself 
partially, at least, for the small sum of $8. ‘“ A Special In- 
tention” is not to be thrown away when it givs one a chance 
in three hundred masses. In my unselfishness I giv this 
sure chance to you. Go and be happy. F. D. REXFORD. 
[The following are the promises alluded to. In emulation of 
Mr. Rexford we pass then on for the benefit of others. "There 
is nothing mean about us—Ep. T. 8.]: l 
IMPORTANT. 


You will not miss the Alms, which will await you for a hundred 
Jola reward at the Gréat Judgment. Offer it as a balance against 


-past offenses; to get grace to resist Temptation; to bring a bless- 


ing and success on your affairs; and for the dear departed souls 
who may be relieved by this act of Charity. 
SAINT JOSEPH PRAY FOR US. 

The Sisters of Charity implore a little aid to enable them to pay 
for schools for the children of the West, and to relieve the suffering 
poor. They faithfully promis, to those who giv it themselvs, or 
who assist them by procuring money from others for this purpose, 
a special Intention in 

300 MASSES, 


offered for the Souls in Purgatory, as well as a daily remembrance 
in the prayers of the Sisters. 
Jesus meek and humble of heart make my heart like unto thine. 
300 days’ Induigence each time. 
‘Sweet Heart of Mary, be my salvation. 
300 days’ Indulgence. 
[Here is inserted the picture of a cross marked off into 
sixty small squares. ] 


Please collect; Five Cents for each small square (piercing the same 

with a pin) till the sixty are full; you will then hav THERE DOLLARS 
to send in a Post-Office Order, payable to 

Sister Agnes Morrogh Bernard, 
Superioress, 
The Sisters of Charity, 
Ballaghaderin, County Mayo. 

' Please write for more Cards, if you or your friends can fill them, 

and send us a few addresses. 


Hairzy, Inano, June 18, 1886. 

Mn. Eprrox : On the evenings of the 5th and 6th of June, 
we had the pleasure of listening to Mr. S. P. Putnam. The 
hal was well filled both evenings, and Mr. Putnam was 
frequently applauded. Mr.Puinam is a man who commands 
the attention and respect of his audience from beginning to 
end, and they don't go to sleep either. The subjects of his 
lectures are live issues such as the people listen to with in- 
tense interests, and, pardon the egotism, but we are not all 
mossbacks out here. We like progress. According to ap- 
pointment Mr. Putnam had to lecture at Bellevue the 7th 
and 8th, but he was prevailed upon by a large numberof our 
best citizens to return here on the 9th, which he did, and he 
chose for his lecture that excellent subject, ‘‘ The. Glories of 
Infidelity.” The hall was filled with ladies and gentlemen ; 
yes, even our ministers came to listen to his eloquent plead- 
iugs for the liberation and advancement of the human mind 
from priestcraft and superstition; and at the conclusion of 
the lecture he was tumultuously applauded. Send us more 
like Mr. Putnam. One such man will do more for the libera- 
tion, elevation, and moral refinement of humanity than all 
the priests that ever lived or ever will liv, until they discard 
that man-made absurdity called the hely word of a God for 
the true book of nature, namely, science. 


Sorrow often follows joy, just as clonds often obscure the 
beautiful sun that gladdens the hearts of all, and so with us. 


After enjoying the pleasure of listening to Mr. Putnam's ex-- 


cellent pleadings for mental and moral advancement and re- 
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finement, we were, on the 11th, called upon to sustain the - 
loss of the most beautiful ànd loveable child that I ever. yet 
hav seen; the beautiful little nine-months-old daughter of. 
Mr. and Mrs. Walsh. The poor grief-stricken parents hav 
our heartfelt sympathy in their sorrow. 

CHARLES AHLSTROM. 


East Orro, N. Y., June 24, 286. 
Mr. Epiror: Please excuse the tardiness of my renewal, 
which I send with the name of a friend. Your illustrations 
attracting his attention caused him to subscribe. Some, it 
appears, do not like the pictures, bnt I think they are doing 
good. I hav taken Tur Truru Srexer eight years; hav 
often solicited but never before got a subscriber for it. I 
will not do without Tux Tnuurm SEEKER as long as I can see 

so much good done; and so long as I can pay for it. 
CLARK BUROHARD. 


` Cuanrks Crrv, June 22, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: In this you will find draft for five dollars, 
three for the paper on subscription, one dollar to Campaign 
Fund, twenty-five cents for the Tauri SEEKER ANNUAL for 
1886; “Men, Women, aud Gods," fifty cents; twenty-five 
cents for “ Sabbath- Breaking." 

I hav tried to get some one to subscribe for Tus Trove 
SEEKER to send with me, but so far hav failed. There are a 
good many people here who don’t believe in the churches, 
but they dare not come out and say so in public for fear of 
public opinion. The pictures in the paper are O.K. They 
-will do a good deal of good, and many will look at them who 
would not look at the paper without them. I will try and 
see if I can get some to subscribe for the paper yet. I think 
it is kept up to standard, and is first-class in all respects. I 
see “‘ Brick ” Pomeroy pitches into you in this week’s paper, 
but you are right in regard to free speech. I sent you u 
Catholie paper published in this state, and will send you an- 
other—that is, if I can get it—with theaccount of a gathering 
of the churches on our public schools; so you will see thev 
will combine together to suppress Freethought where it is 
necessary fur them, both Protestants and Catholics. The 
bishop of the church of Rome made a very long speech, and 
they all indorsed it to à man. Times are very hard here, for 
money is scarce, and many are idle with no work in sight, 
and that is bad in this country. Joux MANARA. 


Canton, ILL., June 20, 286. 

Mr. EDITOR: Notwithstanding the “religions racket? has , 
been tried and failed, still it came so near being a success 
that political aspirants of all parties are encouraged to try it. 
We hay two of 'em (as far as heard from; probably the re- 
turns are not all in yet) iu Fulton county. One is secretary 
of the Fulton County Fair Association. We hav his author- 
ity for saying that every one of the judges of the coming fair 
belongs to the Sunday-school association, and he said they 
had a first-class board, which caused the writer to giv an in- 
voluntary sigh. Mr. Secretary is also an aspirant for county . 
clerk. The other was president of the Fairview Literary 
Society. One of the niembers (a minister) made a vigorous 
assault (with words) upon Mrs. John W. Abbott for reading 
an essay entitled ** A Minister's Meditation." "The reverend 
gentleman told the lady that would hav to be stopped. Ue 
is also an aspirant for the same position asthe above. There 
are two more aspirants for the same office, all subject to the 
decision of the Democratic County Convention. The other 
two seem to be willing to make the race without having their 
names mentioned in connection with Sunday-school assucia- 
tions or with. religious subjects in any other way, and take 
the chances on their manhood instead of showing themselvs 
to be religious bigots. Bretbren, I would suggest you sit . 
down on 'em hard wherever they pop up. because there is no 
outspoken Liberal :but knows by experience what kind 


| of justice such persons will deal out just to the extent of 


their power. Joun W. AnnotT. 


San Joss, CAL., June 20, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: In looking over some files of different 
papers, saved from time to time, I come across Tue Truri 
SEEKER. In going to and fro on the earth I always speak a 
good word for Tur Truru Seeker. Having no abiding- 
place, I cannot hav the paper as often as I would like, and 
hoping I hav many friends who will be glad to hear I am 
still in the land of.the living, and in the garden city, the 
beautiful home of our stanch advocate of freedor and Lib- 
eralism, Dr. J. L York, I will send a few lines. I hav 
been stopping a short time in this lovely city of gardens, but 
alas! I find it dead to all appearances as far as Freethought is 
concerned. Now I wish they could hav a shaking up of the 
dry bones; they need it badly. There is plenty of good tim- 
ber here for an honest worker to handle. Why, may I ask, 
are Liberals so backward in keeping meetings up? When 
one is a good worker he has no means to forward the move- ' 
ment. But perhaps itis all right. Freethought is growing 
stronger and stronger. "We find the churches full of it, and 
very little “ Jely Clist," as John Chinamen says, preached 
now. Pardon the expression, but some of the old Adam is 
alive even here. Our new mayor is trying to hav the bands 
stop playing in the city limits on Sunday. To think that the 
beautiful strains of music seems sacrilegious to some! I can- 
not imagin the thoughts of such a person; they cannot be 
pleasant. We hav a lafre portion of law-abiding citizens 
who think music one of the best methods of worship.: All 
know it will charm the savage breast, and soften the hardest 
heart. How often, when we feel at-war with ourselvs and 
all the world, à sudden strain of sweet music passing dispels 
the cloud and drives the frown from the brow! Then why 
should we not hav music in our parks, streets, or any place? 
San Francisco sends ont every Sunday by the thousauds its 
wage-workers, who hav no other day of recreation. They 
go to the adjoining towns, taking their music with them, to 
hav a day of rest for mind and body, but some little minds 
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and smaller souls think it wicked, and hold up their hands 
in holy horror. I, as a Liberal, feel terribly alive, and, had 
‘la vote, such small.souled ones who try to bolster up their 
god (J spell it with a little g) by stoping music on Sunday, 
would get a rebuke they would remember. ; 

We had a tent meeting here, and the spcaker raged and 
almost swore because the people did not do as well by him 
as they did for our good- Brother Ingersoll. He called them 
a one-cent crowd ; said Ingersoll got a dollar a head while he 
got only $18 out of a one thousand eight hundred house. It 
makes us Liberals hope we are not back-sliding. I will 
close by sending greetings to Liberals all over the broad 
earth, rich or poor, hond or free, feeling sure the cause is 
gaining ground the world over. Mrs. O. A. BENJAMIN: 


FLORENOE, ALA., June 21, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: I hav read every number of your paper for 
several years, and as.time rolls on I more fully realize the 
greatness of the work you are engaged in performing. In 
reading your published ‘‘ Letters from Friends” I notice very 
few arc from the Southern states. Perhaps your subscribers 
are few from this section, and no doubt this is the leading 
cause. It may be that you people of the Northern States 
think that we are a poor, ignorant race, and not able to grasp 
Freethought ideas, and to send us ont a lecturer would only 
be casting pearls before the swine; but in this respect you 
might be mistaken. J hav read with considerable interest 
J. E. Remsburg's acconnt of his tour in Texas, and am 
truly glad he is meeting with so much success, and hope his 
efforts there may encourage others to extend their usefulness 
into even all the Southern states. Iam aware such a vent- 
iure would require courage if not physical prowess, and 
may be this is why they do not come among us, simply be- 
cause they are afraid of bodily harm. I do not assert or sup- 
pose this is the reason; but if it is I would suggest that the 
war is over—Lee surrendercd twenty-one years ago; that the 
“bloody chasm” has been filled up and green grass is grow- 
ing on the mound. l 

We are now one common people—at least in the Liberal 
ranks—and the enemy that stands in our way is ** orthodox "' 
superstition. Old Jewish mythology ought to occupy the 
same position in literature that Roman and Grecian mythol- 
ogy does. "llis is what we are fighting for and this is the 
keynote of our intellectual campaign. The war may last a 
century or more, but reason commands the fortress—in fact, 
the whole army—and she has lost the art of surrendering 
since the days-of Martin Luther. On our banner is written 
in letters of gold ** U. M. L.," and the greatest man in the 
vation is our general. I need not call his name. This is the 
army I belong to, inmy own peculiar way, and tlie sectional 
. words ** North” and *' South” are rubbed out. - 

Iu conclusion I would suggest the propriety at the next 
meeting of the ‘American Secular Union” of some one 
making a motion to send a Freethought missionary to the 
Southern states, and you can put me down as a subscriber to 
funds raised fór that purpose. M. B. Snevron. 


Firtmor:, Uran, June 9, 236. 

Mr. Enrron: I had Mr. S. P. Putnam for six nights in our 
county, as follows: May 22d, at Scipio; 23d, at Fillmore; 
` 94th, at Kanosh ; 25th, at Peterboro ; 26th, back to Fillmore ; 
and on the 27th he finished at Scipio. My Scipio friends, 
: P. C. Neilson and Samuel Rowley, took him from and to the 
terminus. Where he lectured but one night I had him de- 
liver his lecture on *' Universal Mental Liberty," and for the 
second night his “New Heaven and Earth.” Both are 
superb and a complement of each other. We had good 
audiences all through. They listened attentivly, and 
seemed well satisfied with what they heard. Some expressed 
surprise at the novel way in which Mr. Putnam treated his 
subject, especially his “New Heaven and Earth," but they 
seemed well satisfied nevertheless. At Fillmore and Scipio, 
‘where he lectured twice, his audiences were larger the second 
than the first night, which is the best indication that his first 
was appreciated. ` 

Mr. Putnam is eminently fitted for Utah and its people. 
He is fearless and frank with his audiences. There is a style 
about him and his delivery that sits well, and commends him 
to our Western friends, while a vein of humor runs through 
his whole discourse well calculated to keep the audience at- 
tentiv.and interested. In short, he is just the man for this 
work, and I am sure he has accomplished a great deal of 
good. Ife is so easily entertained. He seems content with 
whatever he gets. He makes one think that he is royally- 
entertained on the most common fare. Our friends ex- 
pressed the greatest satisfaction to me afterwards. They 
were afraid they should not be able to do enough to make 
him comfortable; they were. delighted at their success. At 
Scipio we stopped at the house of Mr. P, C. Neilson, as 
stanch a Freethinker as we possess; at Fillmore at my own 
house, except a dinner at Mr. Christensen’s and supper at 
Mr. Kelly's; at Kanosh our friend Mr. Chas. Crane enter- 
tained us royally. He is the only real Liberal of that place, 
but he isa host himself. His wealth makes him indepen- 
dent, and he seems to rather enjoy telling the Christians what 
he thinks of them, and things in general. In short I should 
say he feels good when in hot water. He possesses a wife 
who is a jewel indeed, and their, latch-string is always out. 
With a few such in each settlement we should soon be a 
power in the land. 

At Peterboro we were entertained by my friend Peter Rob- 
inson, who is always on hand when there is anything going 
on. This place is small, and therefore we had but a small 
audience. My friend said that all who were in town were 
present except two, and business kept them away. 'The 
whole town is Liberal. Ido not think there is a good Mor- 
mon in it. 

On the whole, I consider Mr. Putnam’s trip to our county 
a complete success. The bishop of our place offered us his 


meeting-house, which we accepted for the second uight-— 
though we hav a larger hall ourselvs, but wanted seats. We 
had no trouble whatever in getting houses in any of the set- 
tlements. i 

I went north with Mr. Putnam to attend the picnic and 
sociable at Lakeside, near Farmington, where I met for the 
first time Mr. Reynolds, of Wanship, chairman of the exec- 
utiv committee of: Utah, whose indefatigable zeal for our 
cause has done so much to make this campaign a success. 

Friend Haight, at whose grove the entertainment was 
held, as well as his amiable wife, had their hands full, and 
nobly did they sustain their reputation. ‘There were also 
present friends Edholm, of Morgan; Larson, of Deweyville ; 
Jost and Wilson, of Ogden; Hales, of Bountiful; Mason and 
lady, of Salt Lake. Mrs. Mason is just one of those ladies 
who insure success to any entertainment, and if the whole 
committee will come as near doing their share for the suc- 
cess of the Convention to be held at Salt Lake City next win- 
ter, February 20th, 21st, and 22d, as she will on the com- 
mittee on music, I predict for it a perfect success, and a new 
lease of life to the American Secular Union in Utah. I must 
not forget to mention visiting friend Jost at Ogden—a stanch, 
indefatigable worker for Freethought. He has nearly com- 
pleted fitting up a nice Freethought reading-room 24x24 
feet, containing some 150 volumes, besides a large amount of 
magazines and papers, etc., and he is sending for more all 
the time at his own expense and free of charge. He isa trne 
Liberal. May many more follow in his footsteps. 

Guo. C. VEILE. 


LEXINGTON, KY., June 24, x. M. 286. 

Mr. Epnrron: I was very much interested, even if not in- 
structed, by Mr. Mitchell’s able sophistry. in Taz Truru 
Srrxer of May the 29th, and although I hav neither the 
time, space, nor desire to discuss the questions presented, 
yet I hav a few words to say in reply. Mr. Mitchell, as all 
readers of Tre Trot SEEKER doubtless know, is not much 
in love with law, but is what one might term an Anarchist. 
I hav no fight with the Anarchist, the Socialist, or Commun- 
ist, or anybody else, for that matter, but when onc ignores 
facts that are demonstrated every day in order to giv prom- 
inence to theories supported by neither reason, common 
sense, nor experience, as is the case with the writer men- 
tioned, a friendly criticism will not, I think, be out of place. 

Passing over our philosopher's uncomplimentary refer- 

ence tothe South, in which he says the “bowie knife and 
the pistol were the arbitrators of all disputes bctween gen- 
tlemen of honor, where for ten generations strong men 
whipped the defenseless backs of women, and where the 
auction block was more popular than the school-house," we 
come to the alleged evils of the law. To believe him, one 
would think law and government the greatest curse man- 
kind was ever afflicted with, and the two things abové all 
others to be abolished. "The worst crimes, in his estimation, 
we can be guilty of is to obey and acknowledge allegiance to 
this government, and the most depraved, abandoned 
wretches we hav to contend with are our legislators and 
those people who hav been so fortunate as to accumulate 
wealth. But, admitting Mr. Mitchell's statement to be true 
—and it would be something remarkable if it were—sup- 
pose we do the most desirable thing, in his estimation, aud 
abolish law, what would be the result? What would follow? 
Can he tell us? ‘‘Oh, but people would liv and work for 
others, and crime, and intemperance, aud poverty would be 
unknown, aud the millennium will hav arrived," I think I 
hear him say. ° 

No doubtit would be a ‘ millennium" for the Anarchist, 
Socialist, and Communist, and other enemies of government, 
of which class of people Mr. Mitchell seems to be au able 
representativ. There would be no restrictions then. It 
would be one of their ‘‘ inalienable rights” to do as they 
please. Could they not kill, murder, rob, and plunder with- 
out the fear of the penitentiary or the gibbet before their 
eyes? The recent riots at Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. 
Louis would sink into insignificance beside what they would 
do if their ** millennium" should arrive. i 

It will never do to abolish law. We need something to 
restrain our passions. Man has not reached a state of per- 
fection yet, when he can dispense with all law and govern- 
ment. They are just as necessary to-day for his proper be- 
havior as they were two thousand years ago, and will be for 
ages to come. As people still murder, rob, steal, and kill, 
and wrong and cheat each other, it is silly to talk about the 
coming of the alleged millennium while such a state of 
affairs exists. The Anarchistis nota practical everyday man. 
He is a man of the future, not of the present. He is also a 
slave to his imagination. He thinks all men are alike, 
which displays rather a limited knowledge of human nature 
on his part. Because he is capable of living an honest, vir- 
tuous, upright life without government restraints (but does 
he?) he supposes all other men can also, and he denounces 
every one opposing his theories. 

As Mr. Mitchell has so kindly furnished information con- 
cerning the evils of money, for a few moments let us notice 
some of the bencfits which are also to be derived from this 
medium of exchauge. 

Because men abuse the use of money, because it contrib- 
utes to their depraved appetites, passions, and lusts, is this 
a sufficient reason why we should regard it asa stumbling- 
block to progress, and a thing, therefore, to be abolished ? 
Many people abuse the use of food to such an extent as to 
require the attention of a physician, which, according to Mr. 
Mitchell's logic, is a sufficient reason why food should be re- 
garded as a curse. If men make themselvs sick by excessiv 
eating, we should abolish food as uscless in sustaining life, 
and dispense with all nourishment. Then, again, we frc- 
quently hav steamboat explosions and railroad wrecks, aud 
on the same principle we might argue that as there are many 


lost thereby, steamboats and railroads should be abolished. | 


Doubtless the reader will call this reasoning silly, as indecd 
it is; but it is not more so than the reasoning of our Anarch- 
ist writer, Mr. Mitchell. 

No one will deny, I presume, not even our friend Mitchell 
himself, that money, a3 a medium of exchange, is very bene- 
ficial as well as a curse to the- human race. In fact, its bene- 
fits are incalculable. We will enumerate. some of them. It 
feeds the hungry, clothes the naked, and contributes to the 
pleasure and happiness of all. It builds asylums for the in- 
sane, hospitals for the sick, and almshouses for the poor. It 
opens up and develops the resources of the country, enabling 
men to engage in industries and entcrprises by which many 
poor people find employment and support for themselvs and 
families. It relieves suffering, want, and distress, comforts 
the aged, the sick, and the dying. It educates our children, 
cares for the orphans, the destitute, and the infirm. It is a 
sure specific for poverty, our chief inheritance, and the best 
possible friend to the poor shivering mother and her starv- 
ing children. It is an enemy to disease, perpetuating, if not 
securing, health, the greatest blessing we can possibly ob- 
tain. It alleviates pain and wretchedness, providing food 
for the hungry, fuel for the cold, and cmployment for the 
idle. These arc some of the benefits to be derived from the 
commodity called money, and yet money is a curse, and the 
* one devil to be destroyed!” 

“Those whose spiritual vision has been open,” says our 
old friend, ‘‘ can clearly see the condition tlie people are in.” 
Indeed! But how about secular vision? Wouldn't that do 
just as well? Is“ spiritual vision" superior to secular vision, 
and can it penetrate where the latter cannot? As it requires 
“ spiritual vision" to ** see the condition the people are in,” 
that divine thing must be a great blessing in these troubling 
times, of the utmost importance, I should say; but as sec- 
ular vision is just as penetrating, and serves all practical 
purposes just as well, the new '' vision” will not soon be 
adopted, Pm thinking. But perhaps, after all, it is, like the 
visions of the prophets of the alleged holy Bible, only a 
*visionly vision," anyway, and purely imaginary, as it 
were. 

In conclusion, I desire to state that it was not my intention 
to write in opposition to Mr. Mitchell, or to accept his chal- 
lenge for uny one to prove money and law to be otlierwise than 
an evil and a curse, for I keenly felt my inability to properly 
write an answer, being familiar with neither political econ- 
omy nor the financial question. I preferred that some one 
else better qualified for the work should undertake the task, 
but, but.as no writer scemed to care to measure swords with 
our Anarchistic philosopher, I respectfully submit the above 
remarks for his consideration. They are not an answer, nor 
are they intended to be, but the honest, sincere opinions of 
a sincere anti-Anarchist, anti-Socialist, and anti-Communist. 


1 | D. B. C. 
Where Shall the State Convention Be Held ? 


302 STATE ST., Ciicaao, ILL., June 23, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: It is my opiuion that it will be better to hold 
the congress of the Secular Union in New York, and im- 


mediately after the New York Freethinkers Convention. 
Many can attend them both if thus arranged, who could not 
if they shall be held at different places. “In this union there 
will be strength. ' W. 8. BELL. 


WARRENSRURG, N. Y., June 28, 1886. 
Mr. Eoirron: Find $2 for ‘The Order of Creation,” 
'* Moses Before the Court,” and ‘‘ Adami and Heva;" the re- 
mainder to C. B. Reynolds to help on his campaign. I hope 
that he will pitch his Tent at Ballston Spa, aud it is my de- 
sire that the New York Freethinkers’ Convention be held at 
the White Sulphur Springs, near or at Saratoga Lake. 
WirLtAM WiLoox. 


Wzsr Brienron, N. Y., June 29, 1886. 
Mr. Enrron: One word in regard to the place of holding 
the next Freethinkers' Convention. I would like to suggest 
Sodus Point. I will state my reasons: The soldiers and all 
of the old vets will hold a reunion there next September. 
They hav a large gathering and some noted generals attend. 
They go in for enjoying themselvs gencrally. This conven- 
tion would help fill up the bill. Now for the advantages: 
It is near Williamson, Wayne county, where there is about ag 
large a Liberal element as almost anywhere. Dr. A. Amstin 
isa host of himself, as Reynolds can testify. Several rail- 
roads come together there. The place commands a fine 
view of old Lake Ontario. I wish the bold hero, Ingersoll, 
could be there and talk to the old comrades. I wish Mrs. A. 
H. Colby could be there to stir uptheir minds. She shook old 
theology all out of mc, and I can be thankful enough for it. 
Best wishes for the old Truri Seeker. It’s the Bible for me. 

Yours truly, SAMUEL E. Skinner. 

BarrsroN Sra, N. Y., E.M. 286. 
Mr. Epiror: I hav just secn Mr. Luther, proprietor of 
White Sulphur Springs Hotel, and he told methat if the Con- 
vention was held at his place he could furnish us forty nice 
tents, or more, free of cost to anyone who may desire them, 
and if Colonel Ingersoll comes he will giv him the best room 
in the house free of cost, and board the rest at $1 per day. 
There is any quantity of boats, all free; and a large piazza 
all around the house that will seat 1,500 people, giving a 
splendid view of the lake. It is ninc miles to Saratoga, and 
not twelve, as stated in Tux Trotu SezKker, and which 
makes a splendid ride for 25 cents. A great many people 
would attend fro m Saratoga and Ballston Spa, and the best 
mineral springs in tlie world can be found in both places. 
We hav the best iron springs in the world here in Ballston 
Spa, and lots of other mineral springs. So, take it all in all, 
it would be the most delightful time ever had at any Conven- 
tion. Brother J. V. Arnold told me that he would do all in 
bis power to help it along. He will invest $50 in’ it, and 
other Liberals in Saratoga and Ballston Spa will do the same. 
I hav been to see all the Liberals I could. All say they 
would like the Convention to be held asa sort of camp- 
meeting and picnic holiday, as it would bring people together 
who would not otlierwise ever know what our Infidel camp- 
meeting is. In short, it would be the grandest time.the Lib- 
erals ever had, and the cost will be very small. I will gladly 
answer any or all questions in regard to grounds and other 

matters. WILLIAM THORPE. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixow, Fail 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


Two More Prizes. 


A few weeks since an unknown friend sent 
us five dollars for the Children’s Corner, 
which we offered in two parts as prizes for 
stories, open to competitors from May 1st 
until August 1st. We hav lately received 
through the same channel another five dollars 
for the Children’s Corner. We offer the same 
in two prizes, as follows: For the best orig- 
inal essay on Freethought, or, Why is Free- 
thought Superior to Christianity ? three dol- 
Jars. 

For the best puzzle (not pictorial) illustrat- 
ing some Liberal principle, or conveying in 
its answer some maxim, motto, or witticism 
of Freethought, two dollars. These prizes 
are open to ali, but we shall prefer to make 
selection for prizes from efforts of those com- 
petitors who are under twenty, if such shall 
possess sufficient merit, Time, three months 
from July 1st. Puzzles and essays to be sent 
to the address of the editor of Children’s 
Corner. l 

Next week we shall print the story which 

wins the largest prize offered by D. B. Co- 
. gine, Lexington, Ky., and the following week 
the story which takes the second prize offered 
by that gentleman. We take this opportun- 
ity to kindly thank all our generous-hearted 
friends who hav materially aided the Chil- 
dren’s Corner, and also those who hav no less 
assisted us by contributed articles, sugges- 
tions; and many kind, encouraging words. 
It is such appreciation that enables us to per- 
severe in our labor of love, and we hav, al- 
ready, the sweet satisfaction of knowing that 
many children are, by means of our little 
Corner in Tre TRUTH SEEKER, growing up, 
free from superstition, into the grace and 
glory imparted by true Liberal principles, 
and unsullied Freethought. Ep. C. C. 
ee 


The Buried Statue. 


Deep in the earth long years it lay: 
Its marble eyes were sealed to day; 
Its marble ears were deaf and dull, 
Yet it was wondrous beautiful, 


A vinyard grew above its head ; 
The grapes they knew, and whispered 
Each unto each, as evening fell, 

“ Brothers, keep counsel, nothing tell !” 


There was no record left, nor trace 
Of sculptor, or of hiding-place ; 
The hand that shaped it lay in dust, 
His cunning chisel turned to rust. 


The hands tnat dug the grave so deep, 

And laid the statue to its sleep; 

While hearts beat quick with haste and fear, 
And ears were strained a step to hear; 


The foe who threatened them that day— 
All, all were dead and passed away. 

The world had turned and turned it o'er ; 
Nothing was as it was before. 


Still through all change of war or peace, 
New men, new laws, new dynasties, 

The buried statue kept its place 

With the same smile upon its face. 


The years to centuries gave birth; 
Heavier and heavier pressed the earth; 

, Autumn and spring enriched the vine 
Whose purple grapes were crushed for wine. 


And then, in gearch of gain or spoil, 
Men came to dig the aged soil, 

And after half a thousand years 

In silence spent the statue hears ! 


How did it feel when, fine and thin, 

The first long ray of light broke in 

And gilt the gloom with glory new, 

And let the imprisoned beauty through? 


Say, did it tremble as a heart 

Long pent in darkness and apart 
Trembles, with fear and rapture stirred 
At love’s low signal, long unheard? 


Or did it blench as, sharp and clear, 
The urgent spade-strokes drew more near, 
Blindly directed, fraught with harm 
To marble breast and marble arm ? 
No answer, save the subtle smile 
Baffling and tempting in its guile, 
Which seems all wordlessly to say, 

* Darkness was safe, but fairer, day.” 


—Selected. 
Ne ————— 


A Musical Hen. 

J. G. McDonald, of Portage, Wis., owns a 
musical hen. The hen delights to steal away 
to the house of a music teacher adjoining Mr. 
McDonald's residence, and at odd times, 


laying an egg under the sofa or some other 
equally unusual place. 

The other day the music teacher heard 
notes sounding from the piano, and going 
into the music room, perceived this curious 
inhabitant of the henhouse walking up and 
down the ivory keyboard, tumbling out 


thirds, fifths, and eighths to her henship's 


great delight. 

As the tinkling melody leaped forth the 
hen curved and arched her neck from side to, 
side in apparent delight, and clucked in a 


musical way. 
eor 


A Stranger Visit. 

That is what Dotty calls it to this day. 

You see, she was out driving with mamma 
and a sudden shower came up; and because 
there wasn’t time to get home, mamma called 
at the first house. 

It wasn’t a very large honse, and it was 
painted red, all but the cnd toward the road. 
That was painted white. Dotty found time to 
wonder about it à good deal while old Char- 
ley was jogging up the lane. 

“ I s’pose maybe there wasn't any more red 
at the store," said she. ‘‘’Relse they thought 
folks would only look at the face end. What 
do you s'pose, mamma ?" 

Bui mamma didn't s'pose anything about 
it. She hurried old. Charley along as fast as 
she could, but tlie first big drops bad begun 
to fall before they were all safe under cover. 
Then a minute more it was raining rivers. 

There were no little girls or boys lived in 
the red house, and Dotty felt this to be a 
trial. But there was & man, and a woman 
with funny glasses on, and a grown-up girl, 
and a grandma who told stories, and before 
long Dotty felt very well acquainted indeed. 

The shower lasted a long while—until after 
supper. Dotty was glad of this. There 
was a pumpkin-pie on the table, and Dotty 
liked pumpkin-pie, the way mamma made 
it, but this wasn’t made quite as mam- 
ma makes pies. It was sweetened with 
molasses instead of sugar, and spiced with 
ginger instead of lemon.  Dotty's second 
mouthful wasn't so big as the first. The 
grown-up girl smiled. 

**Isn't your pie good?" she asked. 

Dotty blushed. She was à very truthful 
little girl, but she wanted to be polite. She 
looked at mamma, but mamma wasn't pay- 
ing any attention. She looked at the grown- 
up girl. 

“ Its—it’s almost good,” said she. 

Then how they all lauglied—everybody but 
mamma, who felt for a minute asif she would 
like to shake Dotty. And the grown-up girl 
put down a little plate of nice white honey in 
place of the pie. 

** Bee if that isn’t quite good,” said she. 

** And it was!” said Dotty, telling the story 
to grandma. ‘‘ Just the goodest I ever tasted 
of. They’re real nice folks, grandma, and 
they liv in a red house with a white face, like 
our cow, and I’m going again, 'cause they 
asked me to. That was a good stranger visit, 
gramma." 

** Almost good,” laughed mamma.— Youth's 
Companion. 

——— oeo 
Stating a Problem with Exactness. 


** Bessie, if there were three apples on the 
plate, and you took one, how many would be 
left ?" 

“Tf Fred was here, mamma ?” 

“That wouldn't matter.” 

“Yes it would, mamma." 

** Well, with Fred here, then ?” 

* Mamma, there wouldn't be any apples 
left." 

** Why not, Bessie?” 

‘Cause Fred would take the other two."— 
Philadelphia Call. 

— oem 
The Thistle and the Cornstalk. 

A Canada Thistle which had taken root in 
a Farmer's garden one day saw a blade of 
Corn peeping out of the Ground, and in tones 
of Ridicule called out: ; 

** What a Little one foracent! It’s awon- 
der yon hav the Cheek to force Yourself into 
my Company.” 

The Blade continued to grow day by day, 
and it was of such bright color and looked so 
Thrifty that the Thistle finally called to the 
Farmer and said, 

“ Really, but I can't put up with such im- 
pudence, and 1 hope you will Remove that 
Cornstalk at once!” 

‘* And who are you ?” queried the Farmer, 
having for the first time noticed the Thistle. 

“Me? Why, I'm the Biggest and Hand- 


somest Canada Thistle in the Business. My 
Genealogy carries me back to King——" 


while the music is going on, has sueceeded tx | — ** Umph!” interrupted the Permer. One 


grain of Corn is of more value than a Hun- 
dred Thistles. Come out of that by the 


Roots." 
MORAL: 


'The Thief who abuses the Law always givs 
Himself Away.— Detroit Free Press. 
——— $$ 9————————— 
Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—QUESTIONS. 


What number should never be mentioned - 


in company, and why ? 
What man had neither father nor mother at 
his birth ? 
He walked upon earth, he talked upon earth; 
He reproved blind man of sin; 
Was never in heaven and never in hell, 
And will never be therein. 
ELIZABETU PRIMROSE. 
_2.—CUARADE. 
A pair of tins, their mother between, 
Exactly alike in feature and mien. | 
Not little Tom Thumbs, as you might sup- 


pose ; 

Though one may be Tommy, they're both of 
them Toes. 

To name a fruit the three combine, 

The éommon fruit of a common vine ; 

An apple indeed that is very well known, 

Not the ‘‘ apple of discord,” by Eris thrown ; 

For the golden fruit of Hesperides, 

That was stolen of old by Hercules ; 

Nor that which stuck in Adam's* throat, 

(Ill write the moral below in a note); 

Nor Sodom's apple, tempting fair, 

That, bursting, turns to dust in air; 

Not any apple of any tree; 

Nor yet amythical fruit we see; 

But the real fruit of a common vine, 

** The apple of love," our three define. 

Bnt I cannot let the occasion pass 

Without a little more ‘‘ apple sass "— 

Though there be apples and apples untold, 

The best are Miss Wvon's ** Apples of Gold.” 

J. K. P. BAKER. 


*Adam'’s apple—see Webster. Moral: Chew 


your food before you swallow. it. 


SOLUTION TO PUZZLE OFFERED BY HOMER A. 
BILLINGS IN OUR PUZZLE BOX, MAY 22, 1886. 

A Liar's the scoundrel who tells you a lie; , 
A Berry's a fruit very small; 

A Tyrant’s a despot, controled by no tic, 
But LI-Ber-Ty,—’s better than all. 

One half of a Liar amounts to L I. 
Six-tenths of a Berry to BER. 

One-third of a Tyrant amounts to T.Y— 
S. here we hav 
LI.BER.TY—Sir. 
Fabius, N. Y. Homer A. Birrixas. 

ANSWER TO PUZZLE IN THE OHILDREN’S CORNER, 

JUNE 19, 1886. 

One is in a pet, the other on a pet. 
ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN'S CORNER, 
JUNE 26, 1886. 

1.-93. 2.-Portugal (por 2 gal), Hayti 
H 80), Tyrol, Italy (tire a little e), Cuba, 

oland, United States (united s t eights), 
China, India, Germany (in d a German e), 
Japan, Tripoli (triple e). 3.-Kite, hornbill, 
crossbill, spoonbill, crane, linnet, flamingo, 
lark, dodo, bittern, tern, teal, sparrow, nut- 
cracker, cockatoo, nightingale, kingfisher. 

—— 9 9————————— 


Correspondence. 
Hientowrr, GA., June 25, 1886. 

Dear Miss Wixon: Noticing your Corner 
in Tug TRUTH SEEKER I thought you would 
like to hear from north Georgia. Though I 
am no scholar at all, and see no chance of 
ever being one, on account of poverty, never- 
theless I love good reason, let it come from 
what quarter it may. Iam thirteen years old. 
Father reads all the Liberal papers he can get. 
We hav a friend at Madison, Ga., Mr. A. A. 
Bell; who sends us papers occasionally. Pa 
shows them around and makes people frown; 
he does not care; he is kind, and the first 
thing they know they are talking to him 
again. Ma is a Christian, but since she has 
read Liberal literature she never tries to 
scare us with an angry God or devil. They 
say I am hard-headed like Collins's ram, but 
I reckon I fill some space, and, of course, 
must defend that space. Pa says if I don't 
nobody else will. Pa is the only Infidel in 
this county. He hasalonesome time by him- 
self. Ihope some of the cousins will send 
me some of their old evangelizing papers as I 
am not able to buy them myself. 

Your well wisher, NELLIE A. GUTHRIE. 

P.S.—You must excuse me; I do not know 
anything about grammar. N. A.G. 

[Nellie has good, sensible ideas, and she 
must improve every opportunity to inform 
her mind. Our Liberal papers are great 
teachers, and if debarred the pleasure and 
benefit of school one can still make great 
progress by reading the best thoughts of 
Liberal and scientific writers.—Ep. C. C.] 


BAXTER SPRINGS, KAN., June 23, 1886. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: I am a little girl ten 
years old. I liv in Michigan, but am visiting 
my grandpa, H. A. Crum, at Kansas, who 
takes TuE TRUTH SEEKER, and says it is the 
best paper printed. I like the Children’s 
Corncr. I would like to see more corre- 
spondence. I would like some little girls to 
write me. We hav a graded school hcre. 
My oldest sister graduated here this spring. 
She het thirty bouquets. The City Hall was 


decorated nicely with flowers, and was 
crowded with people. It was worth coming 
one thousand miles to see. My sister rea 
the. salutatory exercise. I wish Ibad her pict- 
nre after she took her seat with all her bou- 
quets. She gave me the ‘Story Hour.” I 
think it is splendid, all but ** Poor Little Su- 
sie.” "We all sympathize with you in your 
loss. No more this time. 

Barrua M. FERRIS. 


[We thank little Bertha and her friends for 
their sympathy. Because: we loved little 
Susie we love all children and aim to dothem 
good.—En». C. C.] 


HanwrcH, Mass., June 25, 1886. 

Dear Miss Wixon: Seeing you put Jitttle 
girls’ and boys’ letters in the Children’s Comer, 
I thought perhaps you would mine, so I try 
to write something that will do to put in ' 
print. ; 

I read the Children’s Corner every week, 
and sometimes learn the verses to recite in 
school. 

I read the stories from the ‘‘ Story Hour,” 
and sometimes get grandpa to read to me. I 
go to the Intermediate School, and am the 
youngest one of my classes. 

I was eight years old the 12th of last No- 
vember, and my birthday is the same as my 
grandpa’s. 

I hope to see you some day. 

ExuüLx F. ROBBINS. 


[Emily writes well for a child so young. 
Yes, we hope sometime to meet, not only 
Emily, but many other young friends, all of 
whom we cherish tenderly.—Ep. C. C.] 

—$—9— 

B. F. R. writes: ''My girls hav gone 
down to thc camp ground, and I am alone 
with the little chicken, which the old mother 
hen, for some rcason, has disowned and dis- 
carded, and which takes to the inmates of the 
house as trustingly as though we knew just 
how to cluck for it. Every day I take it out 
to scratch and dig for worms with my help, 
and it seems to know all about it, without 
any instruction. To see how knowing it is in 
its line—the tiny little thing—it makes me 
think that if human beings are immortal why 
shouldn't chickens be? ` And to follow up the 
analogy, if chickens be, why not the sponge? 
I'll stop just bere—it is too much for me. 1 
can't reason it out—the evidences for and- 
against are about an even thing. If phenom- 
ena can settle it there may be a solution, but 
it would cost a small or big fortune to follow 
up investigations." è 


BIBLE MYTHS 
AND THEIR 


Parallels in Other Religions. 


Being a Comparison of the Old and New Testa- 
~ ment Myths and Miracles with those of 
heathen nations of Antiquity, Con- 
sidering also their Origin 
and Meaning. With 
numerous illus- 
trations. 

The object of the work 18 to point out the myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound ; 
to show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning. 

“ It is unquestionable true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else so accessible as they are now made 
inthe work before us."—XN. Y. Sun. 

1vol 8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages. 


Price, $3..9. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, Now York. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged, 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts.’ 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50c. 


THE ORDER OF CREATION. 


A Discussion Between 
Gladstone, Huxley, Muller, 


Linton, Reville. 
On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
CONTENTS: 
I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. By Hon. 
W. E. Gladstone. 
IL The Interpreters of Genesis and the Inter- 


preters of Nature. By Prof. T. H. Huxley. 
HI. Postscript to Solar Myths. By Prof. Max 


uller. 

IV. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial. 
By Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 

V. Dawn of Creation. An Answer to Mr. Glad- 
stone. By Albert Reville, D.D. 

VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. By Prof. T. H. 


uxley. 
VII. A Erotest anda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 
on. 

This is a new book and contains the latest discus- 
aion on the mistakes of Moses. The names of the 
participants are a gnararitee of its able character. 


Price, paper, 50 conta ; cloth, 75 cents. 
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Mottoes for Freethinkers 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards, which we offer for sale. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the **God-bless-our- 
home” placards which disfigure the walls of so 
many houses. They are printed on heavy card- 
board, 9 inches by 221-3. The motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gram of U. M. L. The following are the various 

loadings: 


THE LIVING HAV A RIGHT TO CONTROL 
THE WORLD. 


REASON IS. THE LAMP OF THE MIND, 
THE ONLY TORCH OF PROGRESS. 


* ' THE TIME TO BE HAPPY IS NOW, 
? AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY IS HERE. 


NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE 
TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. 


THE WORLD IS MY COUNTRY; 
TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION. 


The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents. 
For Freethought societies there is a large card 
22 x 15 inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
“heading, containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Price, 30 
cents. Any of these will be sent postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Pl., New York City. 


ADAMI AND HEVA, 
BY S. P. PUTMAM. 


A poetic version of the Indian Story of the Gar- 
den of Eden, in which its superiority to the muti- 
lated copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. 

PRICE, 10 CENTS. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
88 Clinton Place, New York, 
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HISTORY REPLY 
OF THE TO REY. L. A. LAMBERTS 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT “NOTES ON INGERSOLL.” 
Of Europe. Ey B. W. Lacy. l 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priest» 
sophistry, unfairness, and histor- 
ical misstatement. 
Price, Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


KERSEY GRAVES'S WORKS. 


Sixteen Saviors or None. By Kerr- 
SEY GuavES, auther of the World's Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors; The Bible of Bibles, and 
Biography of Satan. Paper, 75 cents; cloth, $1. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thocsand piblioal errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
delineation of th 
personages of t 
amiiation of their doctrins. 


By J OHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 
Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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Sall Breaking. 


By JOHN E, REMSBURG, 
Author of “False Claims," “ Bible 
Morals,” Ete. 


The best and most thorough work ever written 


on the Sunday Question from a rational point of Price, $2. 


view. Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 35 cents. 


Large and Handsome Print. 


iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
25 cents. Containing. new and startling revelations in 


SINGLE COPIES, - - 
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BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 
SUBJECTS: 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. dy 1o In one hand- 
some 12mo volume of riearl 000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.95—in nal ish or German 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. 

pSENOL IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 

Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey. 

Boy Poçt B. Foote. Five volumes, at $1 each, or $5 

ie "is or five volumes in one for $2. 


origin of all the doctrines, principles, precepts, 
miracles of the Christian New Testament. 
and furnishing a key for unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising = 
history of sixteen oriental SE HAN ods, 
ddress THE TRUTH § 
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PAINE’S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibll- 
cal Works. 
By THOMAS PAINE, 
‘The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 


SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. | Price, Single Copies, 25 cents. Six copies for 
250 pages, illustrated and eloth bound. (The fifth f $1.00. 
volume of “Science in Story.”) 50 cents. = 

HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- THE CRISIS. 


cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages. 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam 
plilets). By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “Bacteria 
intheir Relation to Disease," repri esenting ihegerm 
theory, adyocating personal and public hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; "Health in the Sun- 
beam,” consi E the bine sles cure—of value 
k and well By mail, 10 cents each. 


By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . will not leave num- 
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he Christian Bible and an ex- 
Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 
The World's Sixteen Crucified Sav- 


religious history, which disclose the oriental 


S. P. Putnam's Works. 


The Problem of the the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Oriticlems of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, goth $1. po; paper, 50 cts, 
* A prose epic of the van rich with incident 
and drama tio power} breezy from first page to 
last with t living spirit of to-day."—John 
Swinton’s IE 


Golden Throne, a pon « The 
author ren ms genius. e divine crea- 
nr spark is wi Bi The bookisfilled with 

y th d ‘expressed in manly words— 
the transcript of anu men ly mind, Every Liberal 
should read Golden hrone.'"—INGERSOLL. $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
: in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and:the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown thére is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 
Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 


with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty. ^ Da. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 


other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 
For all of the al above addres: 
HE TRUTH SEEKER co. 
38 Clinton Place, New York. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


The History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and lettered. Price, $1.25. CONTENTS : 


Section I. Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Siu gles for Lite. Section 1 What it 
Owes to M Siamincdanisin. Section ITI. Free- 


thought Martyrs and Confessors. Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Sec- 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


The American Secular Union; its 
Necessity, and the Justice of its Nine Demands, 
(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll. ) 
82 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts, 


Serularism; Destruetiv and Construc- 
tiv. 2% pages in cover. Price, 10<cts. 


Christian Evidences Criticised A 
re reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
roduotion by Charles , Bradlaugh, | Con- 
farro The Origin of € of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies ; The. pew ae Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, % cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are © Published at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the sans Reliable? The Christian. Deity 
Moral Value of the Bible: Freethought an ud 

odern Trogresni € Christiani Phi its Na mre and 
Influence on Civilizat: ion j osophy of Secu- 
larism; Science and Bible, Anta Ghigo, 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. tor all o 
the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


CANADIAN SECULAR UNION 


LEAFLETS. 


Long felt want supplied at last. 


Small cost.—Concise argument.—Written in a 
spirit of love and candor that will 
Awake Thought without arousing Prejudice. 
Five Hundred of any one kind for $1. 

Sabbath or Sunday, Which?—Historical. Evi- 
dence, how Sabbath was Changed ?—Immortatity. 
The aims and objects of Secularism.—The Bible, 
What it has done for humanity, 


500 for $1. 
The Best Leaflets Ever Issued. 


Pr ees by leading lecturers, and carefully re- 
vised by committee of our most able Secularists. 
Address CANADIAN SECULAR UNION, 
Science Hall, Millichamps Due 
4i97 Adelaide St., East, Toronto, 


Books on Practical Steps in Present Needs. 


History of Woman's Costume Movement; its 
first 85 years, Events and Persecutions, Supple- 
mented by Modern Martyrdom. 132pp., fine paper, 

Progress vs. Fashion. 8pp., paper, 10¢, 
Y Oman ay Out. 32pp., paper, 10c. Love an 
Transition. Poctic, in two parts; an Epic and an 
Argument. 191pp., in fine cloth and gilt, Te. 
Sent on receint x oF price, by the author, 
tojni LOTSON, Vineland, N. J. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, itis now known to be the work of 
H. Burn, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at this office. 


PREM EINES 


UNIVERSAL HISTORY 


HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS 
AND FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. 


By Prof. H. M., Cottinger, A.M. 


This book is just what the bus of world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendiun: of history from 2,000 
years B.C. On UD to 1883, all in a nutshell.—Ei- 
mina Slenker, 

Asa text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place; in the family it would be no 
less important, as conveying information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan, Wixon, 

Mr. Cottinger’s intentions in writing this book 
are excellent, and his standpoint admirable. It 
may be commended as fulfilling its purpose of a 
concise and interesting historical text-book.— 
Milwaukee Sentinel. 

Price, Cloth, $1.50. 
For Schools, in Quantities, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JULY 10, 1886. 
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Poetry. 
Stephen Pearl. Andrews. 


Great Light of Liberty , 
And hast thou left-ns by thy flick’ring out 
"To wander rayless, darkling, like lost stars 
Amid this world of fool-ruled, fear-forced slaves ? 
Nay, rather hav thy truth-bright rays, afar 
Scattering spark-like from thy fall, ignit 
Ten thousand flameless torches. These, flameless 
now ` 
© No more, but lurid, flashing, floating out, 
Shall with a sudden force dispread their heat, 
Kindling myriad watch-fires blazing high, 
All to illume this death-dark orb of fear, 
'That needs but cloud-dispelling light and fire 
To make it warm as heaven. 


Great husbandman and host 
Of universaltruth! We who are heirs 
Of those vast barns, high ricks, wide cribs, deep 
bins, 


That held preserved from waste thy garnered’ 


store 
Drawn from the world-wide acres of thy tilth, 
Shall find in them our wealth to purchase way 
To-truth of trial and problems world-core deep ; 
From, such sound grain the crushing mills of 
thought, 
And. oven heat of human passion-force, 
Shall ceaseless grind and bake the bread of life, 
Feeding the coming man. . J. Wm. Loyp. 
Captain Ortis's Booty. 
Captain Ortis (the tale I tell 
Petit told in his chronicle) 


Gained from Alva, for service and duty 
At Autwerp's capture, the strangest booty. 


Then each captain chose, as I hear, 

That for guerdon he held most dear, 
Craved what in chief he set heart of his on; 
Out strode Ortis and claimed the prison ! 


Such a tumult ! for, be assured, 

Greatly the judges and priests demurred; 
* No more criminals alone in that Stygian 

Darkness died, but the foes of religion. 


Theré lày heretics by the score; 

Anabaptists, and many more NS 
Hard to catch; but, let loose when caught, your 
Timid squirrels forego the torture. 


Never! Suddenly sank the noise, 

Alva spoke in his steely. voice : 

“ He's my soldier, sans flaw or blemish ; 
Let him burn as he likes these Flemish.” 


“ Sire, as you please,” the governor said, 

* Only King Philip’s edict read —-" 

Alva spoke: “ What is king or Cortes?” 

“ Open the portals !" cried Captain Ortis. ` 


“ Loose the prisoners, set them free ; 
Only—each pays a ransom fee !” 
Out, to be sure, poured the gold in buckets, 
Piles on piles of broad Flanders ducats. 


. Ay, and there followed not gold alone; 

Men and women and children, thrown 

In chains to perish, came out forgiven-- 

Saw light, friends’ faces, and thought it heaven. 


Out they staggered, so halt and blind 

‘From rack and darkness, they scarce could find 
‘Phe blessed gate where daughter and mother, 
Father and brother, all found each other. 


* Freedom! Our darlings! Let God be praised P 
So cried all; then said one, amazed : 

* Who is he, under heaven, that gave us 

Thought and pity—who cared to save us?” 


“ Captain Ortis,” the answer ran, 

“The Spanish lancer; here's the man. 

Ay, but don’t kill him with too much caressing; 
Death’s sour salad with sweetest dressing.” 


Danger indeed; for never hath been 

In brave old Antwerp such a scene— 
Boldest patriot, fairest woman, 

Blessing him, knelt to the Spanish foeman. 


Ortis looted his prize of gold,- 

And yet, I think, if the truth be told, 

He found, when the ducats were gone with the 
pleasure, 

That heretic blessing a lasting treasure. 


Yet my captain, to certain eyes, 
Seems war-hardened and worldly wise. , 
** "were for. a hero,” you say, * more handsome 
To giv the freedom nor take the ransom.” 
True; but think of this hero’s lot; i 
-No Quixote he, nor Sir Launcelot, 
But a needy suldier, balf-starveđ, remember, 
With cold and hunger that northern December ; 
Just such a one as Parma meant 
When he wrote to Philip, in discontent: . 
* Antwerp must yield to our men ere much longer 
Unless you leave us to die of hunger. 
* Wages, clothing, they do without— 
Wine, fire even; they'll learn, no doubt, 
To liv without meat for their mouths; they’re 
zealous— i 
Only they die first as yet, poor fellows.” 
Yes, and-I praise him, for my part, . 
This man, war-beaten aud tough of heart, 
Who, scheming a booty, no doubt, yet planned it 
More like a saint, as I think, than a bandit. 
What, my friend, he’s too coarse for you? 
Will naught less than a Galahad do ? 
Well, far nobler, no doubt, your sort is, 
But I—I declare for Captain Ortis! 
j —Boston Transcript. 
— ermmm 
Our Fashionable Preachers. 
From John Swinton's Paper. 

The New York Tribune publishes a report 
of the way in which about one hundred of 
the fashionable preachers of this city are en- 
joying themselvs while their churches are 

_ closed for the season. The Rev. Dr. Park. 
hurst spends his summer on the coast of Nor- 


Mountains; the Rév. Dr. Robinson in the 
Adirondacks; the Rev.. Dr. 
Pacific coast; the Rev. Dr. Ormiston by the 


“seaside at Long Branch; the Rev. E. M. 
"Deems in the Berkshiré Hills; 


the Rev. 
James Chambers i in the Chenango Valley ; the 
Rev. Dr. Eaton up in the hills; the Rev. Mr. 
Rainsford in the Rocky Mountains; the Rev. 
Dr. Virgin on his farm; the Rev. Dr. Taylor 
inthe Highlands of Scotland; the Rev. Drs. 
Hodge and Van Dyke in Europe; also the 
Rev. Drs. Worrall and Tiffany; and also the 
Rev. Messrs. Collyer, Lloyd, Beecher, and 
others. So it goes all along through the long 
list. . 

These fashionable clergymen are recrüiting 
After the overpowering labors of the past 
winter and spring. The strain upon them 
.has béen greater, as you can tell by their 
looks, than that of the shoemakers of the city 


or the tailors, or the car-drivers, or the car- 


penters, or the printers, or the. blacksmiths, 
or the bricklayers, or the hatters, or the cot- 
ton-mill hands, or the needle women, or the 
factory children— who hav no need of wast- 
ing their time from June till September in 
dallying among the: hills or by the seaside,. 
or strolling over Europe. Itis a tough job 
to preach a fashionable peach-blow sermon 
every Sunday, worse than hod-carrying for 
six days of the week. As for their pay, why 
it can’t compare with that of coal miners, for 
example. 

If these hundred fashionable preachers of 
the city would pass a few of the dog-days in 
the tenement-house distriets, spending part of 
their money to help those from whose indus- 
try it came—but did you ever hear of such a 


notion ? 
—-> oo ———————— 


Book Notices. 

Tne Musrums iN THE Park. Why They 
Should be Open on Sunday. New York: 
The Truth Seeker Company, 83 Clinton 
Place. Price 5 cents. 

This pamphlet contains the history of the 
movement in New York to hav the museums 
in the park open for the inspection of the 
public on Sundays. A petition was signed 
by ten thousand citizens of New York, and 
indorsed by the resolutions of several labor 
organizations. 

Among the thousands of names signed -to 
this petition were such as Hon. Roscoe Conk- 
ling, the chief justice and recorder of the 
Court of General Sessions, chief justice of the 
Court of Common Pleas, and many others of 
like rank. 

Mr. Samuel P. Putnam wrote a letter to 
the trustees of the museum urging the privi- 
lege of presenting the petition in person in 
connection with an address. This was denied 
him; the address, however, is published and 
is very able. It first proves the public desire 
for Sunday opening by the signers of the 
petition, the resolutions passed by labor 
organizations, and the sermons preached on 
the Subject by such men as Revs. Heber 
Newton, Robert Collyer, Theodore Williams, 
W. S. Rainsford, Felix Adler, and others. 

He then argues the justice of the petition, 
the public good of Sunday openings, the 
benefit that will accrue to the museums, etc.. 
etc. It also replies to the arguments used 
against Sunday openings. All in all, this 
pamphlet is a good document to put into the 
hands of any one who is liable to call for the 
privilege of the benefit of any of our public 
institutions on Sunday. 

The same reasons that demand the opening 


| of the New York Central Park Museums on 


Sunday demand that our State Library be 


“the common people ” hav time to use it.— 
The Ne ew Thought. 


To TRE Eorror oF Tas TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: 
Permit me to call the attention of our Liberal 
friends to the famous and wonderful novel, 
“ What’s to Be Done?" translated and pub- 
lished by Benj. R. Tucker, of Boston. The 
author of this novel is the celebrated Russian 
Materialist, literary critic, and economist, N. 
GQ. Tchernychewsky. It is the ** Uncle Tom's 
Cabin" of Russian literature. ‘‘ What's to 
Be Done?" as Mr. Tucker truthfully.observes, 
has been an ever-flowing fount of inspiration 
to the youth of Russia of both sexes for more 
than twenty years, and mainly to its influence 
is their present progressiv spirit to be attrib- 
uted. It isa book for Liberals, Freethinkers, 
and truth seekers. It preaches the gospel of. 
individual liberty, moral culture, and intel- 
lectual development. 

Development! Development! Observe, 
‘think, and read those who tell” you of the 
pure enjoyments of life, of the possible good- 
ness and happiness of man. Read them— 
their books delight the heart; observe life— 
it is interesting; think—it is a pleasant occu- 
pation. Desire to be happy: this desire, this 
desire alone, is indispensable. With this end 


way; the Rev. Dr. Crosby in the Catskill 


“Wilson on the 


kept open on the only day of the week when- 


in view, you will work with pleasure for your 
development, for there lies happiness.” i 

‘For. no- other crime than preaching this 
gospel .of Freethought and development, 
which, in the judgment of the Russian 
rulers, aims at the overthrow of Society, 
religion, and morality, Tchernychewsky was 
imprisoned, exiled, and buried ‘alive in the 
wilderness of Siberia. ` 

-It is hardly necessary for me to praise Mr. 
Tucker's translation, as his rare talent aud 
exceptional abilities are well known. Some 
contemptible fool has given afalse, misleading, 
and absurd outline of Tchernychewsky’ s 
book in the New York» World. As a Russian, 
I ask you, Mr. Editor, to do.justice to the 
author of “ What's to Be Done?" by publish- 
ing this. . Vioror YARROS. 
- Birmingham, Conn. 


ALL IN A LIFETIME. 


i “It has not been my pleasure to read this 
charming book written by Miss 8. H. Wixon 
until quite recently, and I must say that I was 
greatly delighted with it. Miss Wixon dis- 
plays a clear insight into human nature, and 
consequently givs us both the light and the 
shade, the good and bad, as we meet it in 
every-day life. In & word, she hold the mir- 
ror up to nature, and givs us genuin portraits 
of living characters. 

There is no nonsense or goody-goody busi- 
ness in the book. The writer is a broad- 
minded, large'and tender-hearted woman, in- 


spired by knowledge and humanity. Her j 


Liberalism is not ostentatious, and yet the 
Soil of her writing grows nothing so well as 
liberty, truth, justice, and the natural virtues. 
The writer of * All in a Lifetime” knows 


‘nothing of any other ‘‘lifetime,” and con- 


sequently believes in “one world at a time.” 
. W. 8. BELL 
X 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


OR) 
Men or Business WHo Dip Someruine BESIDES 
Maxine Monty. 
A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 


BY JAMES PARTON. 


This book contains 400 pages, heir printed, 
treating of forty-six characters in story who hay 
helped the world; together with eight portraits. 
T. Parton’s works need no commendation. They 
are etandard. 
$1.25. 


Pricer, - - - Š - 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
: 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


'The a Legends of the Patriarchs. By 
Baninc-Gounp. $1.50. The Congrega- 
one, in speaking of it, says: ‘‘ There 
are few Bible readers who hav "ot at some 
time wished for just such a volume. Itis 
a thoroughly interesting book, and will 
be seized. with avidity by all students o: 

the Bible. 


The Martyrdom of Man. Embracing 
the four divisions of War, Religion, Lib- 
erty, and Intellect A work of rare merit, 


and written in a superior style. By Wix 
woop Reape. New edition. 544 pages. 
Price reduced from $3 to $1.75. 

The Old Faith and the New. A Con- 


fession. By Davi» FRIEDERICH STRAUSS, 
author of the ‘‘New Life of Jesus,” etc. 
Authorized translation. from the sixth 
German edition. By Marsitps BIND. 
Two volumes in one. The translation 
revised and partly rewritten, and pre- 
ceded by an American version of the au- 
thors “Prefatory Postscript.” Strauss 
is too well known by the readers of Amer- 
ica to require a single word to be said in 
his praise. Price, $1.50. 


"he Outcast. A deep, finely-written 
Radical story. From the London edition. 
By Winwoop Reade, AUR of '*Martyr- 
dom of Man." 30 cents. 


The Pro and Con of Supernatural 
Religion.  Both.sides fairly and 
ably presented. 
Universalist clergyman. 
cloth, 50 cents. 


The Radical Pulpit. Comprising dis- 
courses Of advanced thought. By O. B. 
FROTHINGHAM and FELIX ADLER, two of 
America’s clearest thinkers. By O. B. 
Frotaincnam: The New Song of Christ- 
mas, The Departed Years, Life as a Test 
of Creed, Apocryphal Books of the New 
Testament, The Sectarian Spirit, The 


Paper, 30 cents; 


American Gentleman, The Language of | 


the Old Testament, The Dogma of Hell, 
The Value of the Higher Sentiments, The 
American Lady, The Consolations of Ra- 
tiopalism. By, Fetrx Aper: The Ethics 
of the Social Question, Emancipation, 
Lecture at the Second Anniversary of the 
Society for Ethical Culture, Our Leaders, 
‘Hav We Still a Religion ? Conscience. 
Price, in cloth, $1. 


The Real Blasphemers. By Col. J. 
-R. Kerso, A.M. Price, 50 cents. 


. Truth Seeker Collection of Farms, 
On-' 


Hymns, aud Recitations. 
taining forms for organizing societies, 
marriage, funeral services, naming of in- 
fants, obituary notices, 'epitaphs, ete. 
Also 525 Liberal and Spiritualistic hymns 
for public meetings, funerals, social gath- 
erings, etc. To which are added beauti- 
ful recitations for various public occa 
. gions. 650 pp. Cloth, 75 centa. © 


By E. E. Gur, ex- | 


- THE HUMBOLDT LIBRARY. 

Price 15 cents each number, unless otherwise Marked, 

1. Eight" Science. for Leisure Hours. 
amiliar essays on astronomical and other 
ES a, RP henomena, By Richard A., Proc- 
or, EF. b 


2. The Forms of Water in Clouds and Rivers, Ice 


A series of- 


and Glaciers, 19 illustrations. By John Tyn- 


dall, F.R. 


8 Physics and "Politics. An application of the 


principles o of Natural Science to Political. 


ociety. By Walter Bagehot, Author ‘of 
“The T English Constitution.” 

. Man’s Place in Nature. 

trations. 


~ 


By Thomas H. Huxley, F 


With numerous illus.” 


. 5. Education, Intellectual, Moral, and Physical, z 


By Herbert Spencer. 

Town Geology. 

Coral Reefs. By Charles Kingsley. 
T. Conservation of Energy. With numerous Illus- 
trations. By Balfour Stewart, LL.D. 

8. Study of Lan 

principles, By C. Marcel. 

9, The Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer. 

. Theory of Sound in its Relation to Music. 
Numerous illustrations. 
Blaserna. 

11. ) The Naturalist on the River Amazon. A rec- 
\ ord of 11 years’ travel. By Henry Waltér 

Bates, F.L.8. Notsold separately. . 

. Mind and Body. The theories of their rela- 

. tions. By Alexander Bain, LL. 

. The Wonders of the Heavens. 39 illustr ations, 
By Camille PARU 

. Longevit, e means of prolonging life after 
ndi ags. By John Gardner M S. à 


With Appendix on Coraland : 
ages, brought back to its Trua ` 


By By Prof. Pietro . 


4 


16. Origin of Species. By Thomas H. Huxley, i 

17. Progress : Its Law and Canse. With other dis- | 
quisitions, ‘By Herbert Spencer. 

18. Lessons in Electricity. 60 illustrations. Br 
John Tyndall, F.R.8. ae 

19. Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. By 
Richard A. Proctor. 

20. 


E Romanos of Astronomy. By R. Kalley Miller, 


. The Physical Basis of Life, with other essays, 
By Thomas H. Huxley, F. 

. Seeing and Thinking. By William Kingdon 
Clifford, F.R.S. 

. Scientific Sophisms. A 
theories conce-ning Atoms, Apes, and Men. 
By Samnel Wainwright, D. D. 

. Popular Scientific Lectures. Illustrated. By 

rof, H. Helmheltz. 


Oxford University. 
. The Evolutionist at Large. By Grant Allen. 
. History, of: pandholding in England. By 
Joseph Fisher, F.R.H 
Fashion in Deformity, as illustrated in the 
eustoms of Barbarous and Civilized Races. 
Numerous illustrations. By William Henry 
Fiower, F.R.S. 
. Facts and Fictions of Zoology. Numerous 
illustrations. By Andrew Wilson, Ph. D. 
20. » Study of Words. By Richard Chenevix 
21. Trench. - 
32. Hereditary Traits and other Essays. 
ard A. Proctor. 
38. Vignettes from Nature. 
. Philosophy of Style. By Herbert Spencer. 
35. Oriental Religions. John Caird, Pres. 
Univ. Glasgow, ne a OH hers. 
36. Leetures on Evolution. Illustrated. By Prof. 
T. H. Huxley, 


By Grant Alen. ` 


387. Six g Lectures on Light. Illustrated. By ^John' "^ 
Tynd: 


S} Ggological Sketches, ` By Archibald Geikie, 
40. The Evidence of Y pugne Evolution. Dy Geo. 


Romanes, F. 
41. Current Discussions in Science. By W. M. 
Williams, . 
42, History of the Science of Politics, By Freder- 
ick Pollock. . 


43. Dar win and Humboldt. By Professor Huxley’, 
Professor Agassiz; and others. 


441 Dawn of History. By C. F. Keary, of the 


45.f British Museum. 

16. Diseases of Memory. By Th. Ribot. Tran- 
slated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. 

f. Childhood of. Religions. By Edward Clodd, 
RAS. 

48, Lifcin Nature. Illustrated. By Jas. Hinton. 


49. The Sun: its Constitution; its Phenomena; 
its Condition. By Judge Nathan ("s Carr, 
Columbus, Ind. 

By 


50.) Money and the Mechanism of fgchange. 
51.[ Prof. W. Stanley Jevons, F.R.S. 
Th, Ribot. Trans- 
y J. Fitzgerald. 
By 


i». Diseases of the Will, B 
tated from the French b 

53. Anima Automatism, and other Essays. 
Prot. T. H. Huxley, F.R.8. 

54, Birt then Growth of Myth. By Edward Clodd. 


55. Scientific Basis of Morals, and fae Essays. 
By William Kingdon Clifford, F.R. B. 


En Illusions, By James Sully. 
aR. \ The Origin of Species. 
59, 
60. 
61. 


By Charles Darwin. 
''wo:double numbers, 30 cents each. 
Childhood of the World. By Edward Clodd. 
Miscellaneous Essays. By Richard A. Proctor. 
Religions of the Ancient World. By Prof. Geo. 
Rawlinson, University of Oxford, Double 
number, 30 cents. 
A Progressive Morality. _ By Thomas Fowler, 
OL. dua Proident of Corpus Christi College, 


. Distribution of Animals and Plants. By A. 
‘Russel Wallace and W. T. Thiselton Dyer. 

. Conditions of Mental Development; and other 
Essays. By Wm. Kingdon Clifford. 2 

96. Technical Faugation ; and other Essays, . By 
Thomas H. Huxley, ERS, 

. The Black Death. An Account of the Great 


F. ecker, 
cial number, 10 cents.) Three Essays, by 
erbert Spencer. 
(Double Number, 30 cents). 
tiburon to Arthrops ogy and. ine "History 
boligion By Fritz Schultze, P. Trans- 
fated om ihe German by J. ESTER 


eem Speculativ and Practical. By Herbert 
Spencer. 

1. Anthropology. By Daniel Wilson, LL. D 
With Appendix on Archeology. y E. B. 
Tylor, F. 

72, The Dancing Mania or the Middle Ages. By 
J. F. C. Hecker, M.D. 

73. Evolution i in History, Language, and Science. 

© Four Addresses delivered at the London 
Crystal Palace School of Art, Science, and 
Literature. 

74. The Descent of Man; and selection in relation 

_to Sex. By harles Darwin, In 4 parts. 

15 cents each. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
88 Clinton Place, New York. 


. (S 
89. 


70. 


review of current 


. Origin of Nations. By Prof. Geo. Rawlinson, . i 


By Rich- - 


Pestilence of the Fourteenth Century. By i 


Fetichism : A Con- 


Ingersoll's 


"The Gods, Paper,! 
In five lectures, comi 

. ^ Humboldt,” “ Thoma: 

. ity” and * Heretics an’ 


The Ghosts. Paper, 
; Contents: “The Ghost; 
‘Woman, and Child,” **' 

de cene d £o RUE 

e J * 
Cink,” the Past fi 
- Dream,” and “ A Tribut- 


. . Some Mistakes of M. 


D 


cloth, $1.95, - 


Interviews on Talm 
plain cloth, $1.25. 


What Must We Dot 


per, cents. - N 


The Christian Re) 


Ingersoll, Judge Jerem: 
George F. Fisher Pap 
Orthodoxy.  56-pà 
‘10 cents. $1.00 per doz, 
large, clear type, and“: 
m be, deliveređ: m. 
$e is makes a gr 
Liberals should scatter 


Ingersoll Catechise 
a Number of Vital Qu 
the editor of the San , 

. cents per dozen; 95 c 
, Millions of these shoulc 

Vindication of Th 
the attacks of the New 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price 


Address on the Ci 


Large size octavo, papt 


lugersoll’s Lecture 
- Bound in one volume. 
for Mr; Ingersoll’s work 

all his lectures, except 
doxy,” bound in one bi 
calf, library style, anc 
pages, which is sold £ 
ef price of $. Sent by ms 
"Tributes. There t 
applications for Mr. I 
; His Brother,” “The Visi 
Banquet Toast,” and tl 
“Little Harry Miller's 
been printed on heavy i 
minated border, and in 
ble for framing, and the 
‘to any address, for 50cts. 


Prose Poems and § 
new book is a gem. It 
spect. In fact, one of 
best ever issued. It co: 
ebrated ** Decoration D 
fore published, and all i 
heretofore printed in v: 
brought together till 3 
selected from the spec 
ures; letters, table-talk 
yersations of the autho) — 
for and will be accepte . . 

‘a rare pe.sonalsoüvenir. To heip 1t, serve this 
urpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
ac simile, has been prepared especially for 1t. 

Price,in silk cloth, beveled edges; gilt back 


. and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- , 


gant library style, $4.50; in full Turke 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50 ;- in fu 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


"The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and 
Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 


life, price, $1.50 each. Every admirer of these 
apostles of Religious Liberty should hav them. 


Photogra hs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
uperb photographs, 22 H el, 10, 7; 
$5; bou oir, $1; bine a ale i card, d au 
D Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

J. E 

" [4 * 


Remsburg's Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 


Price, 10 cents singly}; 75 cents per dozen, Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization ; the 
Church. and Science; the Church and Learning; 
` the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman's Rights 
', Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
Church and the Republic. 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture : Falsehood and 


Deception; Cheating; Theft and Robbery; 
dultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars of 


mo- 
tree 


onquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In-- 


tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 

. Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; 

. Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witcheraft; 

Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 

and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen~ 

ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the. 


Sabbath froma rational point.of view. Large 
.and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads:- Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sun ay Arguments ; Origin of Christian Nab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 

- Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws, Price, 2% cents; six copies, $1.00. 


- Image Breaker. - Six Lectures: De- 


cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jeffergon_an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts. 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
. ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the stor 

of the Author-Hero's life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. Choice extracts from “ Common Sense," 
* American Crisis,” “Rightsof Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressiy for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine, Price, paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. ] 


"The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E..Free- 
thinkers’ Convention, J anuary 29,1884. Price, 


10 cents. 
2m . THE TRUTH SEEKER CQ., 
83 Olinton Place, New York. 


Moses to Paul; The Fruit of the Tree of Knowl- 

edge; Knowledge Not a Crime; As Much In- 

spired as Any of It. ` 
VICARIOUS ATONEMENT: . Fear; Beginning 


to Think; Creeds; Self-Control What We Need; | 


Vicarious Atonement Not a Christian Inven- 
tion; Twin Monsters from Intellectual Pig- 


Price, Cloth, $1.00; 


carious Theory the Cause of Crime; Revision; 
The Church’s Money-Box; Shall Progress Stop? 

HISTORICAL FACTS AND THEOLOGICAL 
FICTIONS: Church Fictions; . Historical Facts 
—(Civilization, Comparativ Status, Women as 
Persons, Education, As Wives, Not Woman's 
Friend, Morals). 


Paper, 50 Cents, 


The Trade Supplied at Sgecial Discounts. 


Ingersoll’s Tributes. 


REDUCED IN PRICE. 
We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
,Soll's at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
prinfed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: 
The Vision of War, 
Tribute to his Brother, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller?s Grave. 
The price of these heretofore has been $1. We 
offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 
THE FOUR FOR FIFTY CENTS. Mailed secure 


from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Pl. New York. 


A SKETCH OF THE LIFE 


| APOLLONIUS OF TYANA, 


OR THE 
First Ten Decades of Our Era. 


BY i 
DANIEL M. TREDWELL. bes 


Designed to show upon the authority of Histo: 
that Apollonius of Tyana performed miracles an 
spoke wise sayings equal to those attributed to 

e 


Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER office. 


.  ASTUDY 
PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY 


BY LEWIS C, JANES. 


This book treats of the natural evolution of the 
Christian religion, its historical antecedents in 
| Palestinian Judaism and Roman Paganism ; in- 
vestigates the history of the founder of Christian- 
ity in the light of the latest scientific criticism of 
the New Testament; shows that the true story of 
ihe Man Jesus, and his genuin teachings are 
separable from the later legendary accretions 
which hav confounded him with the mythieal 
Christ, and traces the natural development of 
Christian dogma and ecclesiastical institutions, 
Complete references and full index.  830pp. 8vo, 
cloth, gilt top. Price $1.50. 
| Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER Office, 


sus Christ. 350pp., octavo, best style, Price $2.50. | 


io Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 
Photo. Engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50c. 


SOCIAL WEALTH 


r 
T 
* 


| 


The Sole Factors and. Exact Ratios in Its 
Acquirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 


CONTENTS: Economic Schools: a brief re- 
view of their Origin and Growth; Rise and 
Growth of Capitalism; Unearned Increase: 
profit, interest, rent; Conservation of Wealth; 
Tools and Improved Machinery; The Nature of 
Wages; Private and Social Wealth; Land Own- 
ership; Private Property in Land; Capital and 
the Proluctiv Factors; .Partnership aud Co-op- 
eration; Law of Contracts; Money and Credit; 
Of Value or Economie Ratios; Taxation as à 
Remedy; Reforms, not Remedies; Suggestions 
to Legislators; Conclusion. 


Price, Cloth, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Clinton Plaee, New York. 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


The Present and the Future 
Republic of North America, 


BY A CAPITALIST. 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the present 
conditions of society in this country, pointing out 
their imperfections, and showing how it is almost 
impossible that the people should be other than 


poor and vicious under our present system. The 


jremedy,the author thinks. is in communal life, 


and he has drawn a vivid picture of the future 
Republic of North America, as it will be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. ‘The book is vigorously 


‘and interestingly written. 


Price 1.50 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
. 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 


vestigation. Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions. 
with numerous references and citations, tha 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
of omer propositions in the same book. Price 
25 cenis. 


RUPTURES CUREDS 


my Medical Compound and Improved 

Elastic Supporter Truss in from 30 to 
90 days. Reliable references given, Send 
Btamp for circular, and say in what paper 
you saw my advertisement. Address Capt. 


W. A. Collings, Smithville, Jefferson Co. Ne 


| LECTURES. 
ling Philadelphia should at- 
ourse. of Science Lectures 


g, at the Hall of Friendship. 
irard ave. d. ; 
ular questions}. - 

ROF. ATKINSON, F. R.A.S. 


IBERAL LEAGUE No. 257 
-in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
ind 7:30 P.M. for lectures and 
religious and social questions. ~ 
ast the audience. N.B,—Truth 
always on-hand at cheap rates. 


XD SHAKSPERE. - 


Shakspere could not write. 

by Francis Bacon to the Earl- 
de, A.D., 1590. By Wm. HENRY 
is. For sale at this office. 


attstan s 


y Store, Rochelle, IIl. 


8o; d jeweled, $28; adjusted, 


your lady or gentle- 
man friends than 
one of my latest im- 
proved model badges 
in solid gold, artis- 
tically enameled in 
three colors? Price, 
$3, $3.50, . $4. it 

genuin diamond in , 
rising sun, $8 and $10. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN . 


| FELLOWS 


is are, arly educat- ; 
ed and legally qnali- - 
fied physician, and 
the most successful, . 
as his practice will 
rove. He has for 
wenty years treated 
exclusivly all diseases 
of the Sexual Organs, 
in the.cures of whic 
he stands preeminent : 
SPERMATORRHCEA 
and IMPOTENCY - 
asthe result of self- 
abuse in youth and 
sexual excesses in ma- 
turer years, causing 
s night rrr pe by 
i- m 0— — o— —-4 dreams, loss of sexua! 
power, rendering 
marriage improper and unhappy, etc., are cure 
ermanently Ra outside app cation in sixty 
ays. NO STOMACH MEDICIN USED, | Itis one 
of Dr. Fellows’ valuable discoveries, which is en- 
tirely unknown to the medical profession. It is 
not a catch-penny get up, such as a pad, belt, pas- 
tille, nor magnetic appliance, but sim ly a medi- 
cin to be applied externally on the parts affected, 
which cures by absorption. Send five 2-cent stamps 
for his “ Private Counselor,” giving full informa- 
tion. Address Dr. R. P. Fellows, Vineland, N. J., 
and say where you saw this advertisment, 


N. B.—Dr. Fellows begs leave to say that he is 
an Infidel of the most pronounced character. Bro, 
Liberals, your patronage 18 solicited. 


*SHOPPEL’S MODERN HOUSES ” No, 3. 
(Just Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
ot painting. 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces for 
constructing a model house, with plain dircctions 
for putting them together. 

While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. It is, in fact, a most practical lesson in Arch- 
isecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, so exact that it is useful to 

uilders. 

55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000), f 

2 New Designs for Barns. 

1 New Design for a Chapel. ; 

Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 

(by Maria Parlog) and a perfect Cistern. 

An Article on Villa Park Associations. 

SENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE, $1. . 
ddress 


THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN ASSO'N, 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 
W 


ANTED-Lady agents actually clear $20 daily 

with my wonderful entirely new patent rub- . 
ber undergarments for females. A minister's wife 
mrt first hour. H. N. LITTLE 


Box 443, Chicago, I. 


present for. either. ^ 


E 


~A 


; 


KA 


spite of that davok 


` PROHIBITION went into! 
éffect in Rhode. = 
on the Ist of July. 


Bexcuer preached last|: 
Sunday in London. ` It.is à 
reported that his: | jokes 
took well. ^. ; E 


- Tre sparring- match | 
between’ Paling and | 


JoHN Datey, a reform- | 


` ed papist, attempted to ! 


` _ lecture ‘in "Wilkesbarre, ! 


<a large barrel, in which: 
^ he’ intends :to' ensconce;, 


“Pa, last Sunday, . but 
was mobbed ànd thrown. 
‘into. the river by Catholic 
roughs. 


A PHILADELPHIA man 


"himself and. go. through 
the Whirlpool: rapids at 
Niagara Falls. - . 


CHARLES -BikDLAUGR: 
has been returned to Pari 
liament from N orthamp-' 
ton by a large majority.! 
“It is; noted thàt thus far, 
“he is the only- 'candidate| 
who has polled © more} 
votes than at the last, 


. election. jJ 


Exper ELLIOTT, of the: 
Christian church ‘at Ne- 
vada, Mo., has been de- 
posed by his church and, 


`. yenounced by his wife on; 


ed 


MS 


No 


` 


" decreasing its population. 


- account of his: liaisons with: a mulatto woman. | 


- Tux Boston yacht Puritan beat the Pris- 
‘cila and Mayflower in the Eastern Yacht 
Club's regatta off Marblehead, mae , last 
week. wate 

James A. EN of Midway, N. Y, was 
shot dead, while attending divine service last 
Sunday, by Miss Emma Connelly. 


slandered the girl. 


AN American fishing schooner from Port- 
land, Me., put into Shelburne Harbor, N. S., 


^" last week for water and repairs, and was 


seized by a Canadian cruiser. The offense. 


He had. pot 


| Qids and Gods. 


-IN a French ‘railway carriage : : “Madame; is 
smoking * : disagreeáble-- to yout": “Yes, sir." 
(Lighting a cigar) “ Ah, then I am sorry for you.” 


A BRIGHT little boy in Brooklyn, at the beginning 
Lent, when asked by his Sunday-school teacher 
who had fasted forty days and forty gents re- 
plied, “Dr. Tanner.” 


An old miser, owning a farm in the north of 
Scotland, found it impossible to do his work with- 
out assistance, and accordingly offered any man 
food for ;performing the requisit labor. A half- 
starved man, hearing of the terms, accepted them. 


charged is taking in water- before reporting i Before going into the fields in the morning he 


* to the custom house. 


BovoorrERS are being convicted of con- 
Spiracy right and left. Our District Attorney 
-Martine has even thought it best to postpone 
"the trials of the indicted, “boodle” aldermen 
iu order to deal with this class of offenders. 


“No indictment has as yet been brought 
against employers who hav conspired to de. | 


invited his servant to breakfast. After finishing 
the morning meal, the old miser thought it would 
be a saving of time if they should place the dinner 
upon the table after the breakfast.. This was 

readily agreed to by the unsatisfied stranger, and 
the dinner was soon dispatched. ‘‘ Suppose, now,” 
said the frugal farmer, “ we take supper? Jt will 
save time and trouble, you know.” “Just as you 
like,” said the eager eater; and at it they went. 
“Now we will go to work,” said the delighted em- 
ployer. “Thank you,” said the laborer; “I never 


.prive employees of work by lockouts and work after supper." 


. blacklisting. 


TugEk.isa small war in Texas. 
boys are driving- their herds from the dry 


The cow- | Árkansaw penitentiary. 


A PARTY of ladies were being shown through the 
One of the party, upon 
noticing & handsome young fellow, thus addressed 
him: '*You are a very young man to be in such a 


sections of the northwest part of the state i place as this.” “Yes’m.” “ What must your father 


` into Jack's county, along the waters of the 
West Fork, cutting fences and trespassing 
upon farms. 
tect themselvs. Several collisions hav taken 
place, and a number of men are known to 
hav been killed. , 

À DYNAMITE factory at McCainsville, N. J., 
was the scene of an explosion on the 2d inst. 
which demolished the building and blew ten 
workmen into atoms. The amount of dyna- 
mite. which exploded is estimated at 2,500 
pounds. Nothing was left of the factory but 
slivers, and all that could be found of the ten 
men were shreds of flesh, which, when gath- 
up in pails, scarcely filled four water buckets. 

Tug Fourth went off in this city with the 


usual amount of noise. It was celebrated on 
the 6th. The 4th came on Sunday, and that 


. being a sacred day, superstition got the better 


of patriotism, and the celebration was de- 
ferred.. The result was that there were two 
days of confusion and smoke, the small boys 
being unable to keep their enthusiasm bottled 


` over Sunday. Comparativly few casualties 


are reported, and there was less drunkenness, 
it is said, than usual. Two hundred thou- 
sand people left New York without visibly 
More than-a mill- 
ion stayed in the city. 


The farmers are arming to pro-' 


think?” “Think that if I could get out I'd do it.” 
“ How long are you in for?” ‘Five years.” “ What 
was your crime?” “Selling Bibles.” * What!” the 
lady exclaimed, in astonishment. “ Yes, selling 
state?” “ Why, isit a crime to sell Bibles in this 
Bibles." **Itseemed to be, mum.” “ Oh, what a 
heathenish country. Iam a correspondent for the 
Apostle at Work,and I shall write up your case. 
Now,” taking out a note-book, ** please giv me the 
particulars.” “Well, while I was selling Bibles on 
the street a man came up and arrested me. I was 
taken before court and sentenced tothe peniten- 
tiary.” “You don't tell me so.” *''Yes'um." 
"And all this for selling the precious book. 
Where did you get the Bibles?" ‘Stole them. n 
The note-book closed with a snap. 


NOT EASILY DECEIVED, 
Young physician (to patient) : “Let me look at 
your tongue. Hm, troubled with dyspep——" 
Patient: “Not abit. I can eat sole-leather.” 
Y. P.: “Let me feel your pulse. Hm, wakeful- 
pee at night.” 
.: “Bleep like a top.” 


Y P.: * Let me see your tongue. Hm, dizziness 
kc pains in——” 
P.: L1] Nop. ” 
Y. P.: “Let me feel your pulse. Hm, easily 


tired, with an indisposition to mental exertion of 
an ee i 
P. : “ Nop. ” 
Y. P.: “Let me see your tongue. Hm, head- 
ache and stiffness of the——” 


P.:*Havn't had a headache in twenty-five 
years.” 
Y. P.: “Let me feel your pulse. Him, yot are 


using too much tobacog; » 


: P.: “Never touch it in any shape.” 
Y. P.: “Let me see your pulse—er~I mean your 
tongue. Hm, too much: confined to your. desk. 


| You Deed fresh air and——* 


“Pma Jetter-cart rier,” 


Suus that E I 


should say your pulse, ` Hm. you hav a tired feel- | 


ing come over—” 

P.: “ Never.” 

Y. P.: “Let me see your—never mind your 
tongue—feverish at times, with a constant desire 
for water.” 

P.: ** No, beer.” 

T P.: “ Do you drink beer?” 

.: * Oh, yes." 

x P.: : “To excess?” 

any LI No. ” 

Y P.: “ Tell me, , how many glasses a day ?” 

P.: “Sometimes more and sometimes fewer.” 

Y. P.: “I thought so. „We members of the med- 
ical profession are seldom deceived in our diagno- 
sis of a case.” | 

P.: “Am Tin any danger, doctor?” 

Y. P.: “No immediate danger; but its lucky you 
called me." 3 


ame Vindicate 


—0— 


A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Observer's slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Oontaining 
both the slanders and 
their refutation, 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
—o— 


The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be: circulated every- 
where in vindication. 


60pp. Price 10 cents; 12 copies, $1. 


A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
bed of Thomas Paine.  .* 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 
dying moments’attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


18pp. Price 5 cents; 25 for $1.00. 
For these two pamphlets addresg. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
` -88 Clinton PL, New York, 


"ored lords; the descendants 
roris: id dukes,-should not 
ge land and the tillers of the 


nd the enormous length of 
ime (compared with our 
historical accounts) during 
which.man has been an in- 
abitant of the globe, and 
with ‘thè knowledge that 
man’s origin is, almost with- 
ut .doubt, to be derived 
m. a lower order of the 


tion,” as indicated in 
prophesied “seed of the 
woman,” that should 
e bruise the serpent's head ? 
ll. this, upon which is 


loddard's New Faith (No. 
Of. Truth Seeker Tracts). 


5» Wno Was Jesus Christ? A 
iman or a. myth? His his- 
‘tory being a fable, is the 
fhéro a reality? -Do you.al- 
‘lege that it was impossible 
-to: forge: books so large as 
‘the gospéls? Then the an- 
swer- is}, that for many cent- 


‘uries Christians were skilled . 


Hn. the art of forging epis- 
j tles, gospels, acts, décrees of 
à ! councils, ete. ,etc. Will you- 
surge. that this only applics 
o ‘the Romish church? 
Then you will: admit that 


«polluted fountain. Who 
.was Jesus Christ? Who 
‘was Saint Patrick? Who 


‘expelled the reptils from 
Ireland? Who was Fin- 
‘ma-Coul? Who was Odin? 


Perhaps, there was a man 


named Jesus, who réully lived and performed 
some special actions attracting popular attention, 
sind who became the:¢enter of a hundred myths, 


but beyond mes Jebus Ohristi isa fiotion >—êhar les ~ 


k Bradlaugh, . 


GENTLY and softly the móthèr Ebet” 
“Over the baby in sléep's embrace, 
Watching the rosy smiles indent . 
And dimple the little dreamer's face, 
And the longed-for kiss she would not take, 
Lest peradventure the child might wake. 


Gently the mother watched and wept 
Over the coffin where lay her child. 
: Only one thought in her bosom crept 
` As she bent to the lips in her anguish wild 
Again and again the lost kiss to take— 
Ob! if the baby would only wake ! 
—RR. K, Munkcittrick. 


No man in these days stands alone, or towers in 
unapproachable superiority above his fellows. 
Nor-can any man now play all the parts. A divis- 
ion of labor has taken place in all spheres. The 
time when the missionaries &t once converted and 
civilized the forefathers of European Christen- 
dom, when Charlemagne or Alfred was the master 


TEM 


| spirit in everything, has passed away, and with it 


the day of hero-worship, of rational hero-worship, 


. | has departed, at least from the European nations. 


The more backward races may still need, and hav 
reason to venerate,a Peter the Great.—Goldwin 
Smith. 


Ir any man come unto me, etc.—Luke xiv, 26. 
Think not that I am come to send peace, etc.— 
Matt, x, 34-36. Everyone that hath forsaken. 
houses, etc, —AMatt. xix, 29. The teaching of Jesus 
is, in fact, save yourself by yourself. The teach- 
ing of humanity should be, to save yourself save 
your fellows. The human family is a vast chain; 
each man and woman a link. —Br adlaugh's What 
dia Jesus Teach? 

THE medieval maps placed Jerusalem in the cen- 
ter of the earth, ranged Jands and tribes in a cir- 
cle round it, walled them in with a forbidden sea, 
with heathen Gog and Magog on its desert rim, 
and a *‘ Gate of Iron” to keep them off. What a 
“negation” of. all this when Columbus opened. 
America, when De Gama doubled the cape, when 
Marco Polo came back from far Cathay! But 
what “ affirmations” swept them into the hope and 
faith of man! Such is the religious revolution of 
our day.—Sam. Johnson, D.D. 

CHANOE. 
_A word unspoken, a hand unpressed, 
A look unseen, or a thought unguessed, 
And souls that were kindred may liv apart, 
Never to meet or to know the truth, 
Never to know how heart beat with heart 
In the dim past days of a wasted youth. 


She shall not know how his pulses leapt 
When over his temples her tresses swept; 
As she leaned to giv him the jasmin wreath, 

She felt his breath and her face flushed red 
With the passionate love that choked her breath 
` Andsaddens her life now her love is dead. . 


A faded woman who waits for death, 
. And murmurs a name beneath her breath ; 
A cynical man who scoffs and jeers 
At woman and love in the open day, 
And at nighttime kisses, with bitter tears, 
A faded fragment of jasmin spray, 


wnerghip. —D. M. Bennett. 
f theimmense age of earth, 


he- “scheme of” 


‘built. up the lofty structure - 


‘our stream runs from & | 


nd: savage ancestors, the a 


A JOURNAL OF FREETHOUGHT AND REFORM. 


Entered at the Post-Office at New York. N. Y.. as Second-class Matter. 


Vol.,18. No. 29.} PUBLISHED WEEKLY.| New York, Saturday, July 1'7, 1886. 


{33 CLINTON PLACE.} $3.00 per year. | 


T T, 
WNE 
RAST ORM C 
psani e- = 

M——L 


I 


E A MODEL FAIT 


H-CURE ESTABL 


j OUR PRACTICE is nob 
FOUNDED on REASON or 
COMMON SENSE, IT Att 

RESTS ON 


FAITH 9! 


pres 
Scribe, you must swal= 
« low ib whole 
© DOWN WiTH IT Í! 
Dont say you can't _ 


YOU MUST ! 
You have no choice. You : 
will be DAMNED if you = 
refuse, and if God == 
predestined you 
; oa pe to Hell yo 
will 


o^ ob 


ISH 


MENT. 


lotes and Clippings. 


Tar- Aroostook Herald thinks it would be 
unpleasant for that county should the United 
States aud Canada hav trouble, the only way 
out of Aroostook being over a railroad which 
passes through the queen’s dominion, and is 
owned there. 
Ture census returns for Paris hav just been 
issued. The. population numbers 2,254,306 
- gouls, showing the small increase of 14,378 
'gince the last census taken five years ago, in 
1881: In ten out of the twenty arrondisse- 
` ments the population has diminished. 
EvAxGELIST MUNHALL is conducting a mild 
revival in Denver, not without criticism. He 
pitched into his critics the other night. 
*t Some people would find fault with Jesus,” 
said he, “ and some with the Angel Gabriel. 
Tam nota perfect man by any means." '' I 
believe it," said an old man, emphatically. 


In London recently a distinguished Bap- 
tist minister, having occasion to supply a 
pulpit where the new version of the script- 
ures was the only Bible in the pulpit, in 
opening the book for his text, ** Lord, what 
wilt thou hav me to do?" discovered too late 
that Paul's exclamation is not contained in 
the revised version. 

Taz New York Herald has started Colonel 
Gilder upon an expedition with the North 
Pole as an objectiv point. Mr. William Grif- 

- fiths is the only white man who will accom- 
pany him. His intention is to go north with 
the sealers and whalers as far as they go, then 
enlist the nativs in the work, and prosecute 
his journey by their aid. It will be several 
years before he returns. 


“ Yrs,” said a New Yorker, “I had a very 
pleasant time over in Boston. In fact I always 
do. It'sacultivated city." '' Anything new 
being discussed there in social or literary cir. 
cles?” ‘‘No; nothing new. They are still agi- 
tating the questions, ‘Who is to write the 
American novel?’ and ‘Who is to whip 


Sullivan ?’” 


As amusing story about Mr. H. C. Rich- 
ards and Mr. Herbert Gladstone is going the 
rounds. ''Depend upon it, ladies and gen- 
tlemen,” said Mr. Richards, at the close of a 
recent speech, ‘we should never hav heard 
of Mr. Herbert Gladstone had it not been for 
his father.” And it is actually said that Mr. 
Richards was unable for some moments to 
understand why the audience roared.— Relig- 
tous Paper. 


CARDINAL GIBBONS and the papal nuncio at- 
tended church at Deer Park, Md., where 
they are sojourning, and so many people 
crowded upon a porch near the church to see 
them that the supports gave way, and the 
people fell to the ground. A dozen persons 
were more or less bruised, but no lives were 
lost. This latter fact was referred to as prov- 
idential, but the falling of the porch was not 
so considered. 


Don’r argue, but avoid religious controver- 
sy. At the same time be always ready to 
converse directly about Jesus, and his love, 
and his salvation, and what he is to your own 
soul.—The Watchman. That-is, be always 
ready to make a nuisance and bore of your- 
self by talking pietistic twaddle to your ac- 
quaintances, but when one of them asks you 
how you know all you say, just refuse to 
answer, and run away. Great advice! Yet 
itis the only safe counsel for Christians. 


“ TAERE is nothing in the universe more 
veal than Jesus Christ as he was when on 
earth, as he is now in heaven, as he will be 
when he comes to raise the dead and judge 
the world, and as he will continue to be for- 
ever. Ofhimitis seid, in the epistle to the 
Hebrews, that he is * the same yesterday, to- 
day; and forever. He is not a fictitious 
character, merely an imaginary person, born 
of human fancy, but a real person, with a 
life history, a part of which was in this world, 
attached to him. The term ‘ Christianity’ is 
borrowed from one of his official titles."— 
Independent. That is the kind of “ truth” 
readers of religious papers get.- It will 
trouble the editor to prove his assertions. 


Tux Atlanta Constitution reports a minis- 
terial preventiv against cannibals. At a 
meeting of preachers in Chicago recently the 
Rev. Mr. Ayres read a long paper, in which 
he argued that the coming Christian would 
not use tobacco. He made many strong 
points, and impressed his audience. Unfor- 
tunately, he said in conclusion that even can- 
nibals had sense enough not to eat tobacco- 
nized flesh. They never devoured smokers 
and chewers. ‘When this climax was reached, 
a smile rippled over the upturned faces of the 
ministers. Finally one of the brethren took 
the matter up. He said that he had been in 
doubt until he heard the story about the can- 
nibals. If it was a man’s duty in time of 
peace to prepare for war, it was just as much 
his duty to guard himself against cannibals. 
The exigencies of missionary work or business 
might at any time require a man to visit Africa 
or Patagonia. He would run the risk of fall- 
ing in with cannibals. If the tobacco habit 
would save him from being eaten, it might 


also save his life. Perhaps the savages 
would not think it worth while to kill a man 
who was worthless as an article of food. As 
amatter of precaution, therefore, he thought 
it would be wise to stick to tobacco. 


Or the recent marriage of Madam .Patti 
and Signor Nicolimi Mrs. Besant has the 
cruelty to write: “The English are a queer 
people. They make a great parade of the 
sanctity of marriage, and rigidly shut their 
doors, as arule, against a wife who has de- 
serted her husband for another man. How- 
ever merciful they may be to the male 'sin- 
ner, they are iron to the female. But in 
Madam Patti’s case all is different; three 
thousand children sing an ode at her wed 
ding;. a rector performs the marriage cere- 
mony; the Prince of Wales, -the queens of 
Belgium and Roumania send congratulations ; 
Lord and Lady Rothschild present gifts; the 
mayor and corporation of Brecon offer an ad- 
dress; a deputation representing the inhabit- 
ants of Swansea lay a valuable service of old 
China at her feet. All this is very nice, but 
from the ordinary English point of view 
rather startling. Madam Patti left her hus- 
band for Signor Nicolini and was consequently 
divorced ; after they had lived together for 
many years they married, for no very obvious 
reason. If they wanted to marry at all so 
late in the day, it would certainly hav been 
in better taste to hav married quietly, instead 
of making such a tremendous fuss. This is, 
however, a matter of taste and not of public 
interest. But it is of public interest to know 
that, for the future, no divorced wife will 
lose her position in society; for it cannot be 
supposed that society will be so base as to 
treat, say, Mrs. Crawford any worse than it 
has treated Madam Patti.” 
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Lhe Influence of Religion and Philosophy on | 
Morals. 
BY VAN BUREN DENSLOW. 
IL. 

Now, the difficulty with this whole economical 
system is that modern society knows that industry, 
i. e., activ, hard-working selfishness, or creating and 
accumulating capital by labor, is the masculin and 

main virtue, while the duty of giving or disbursing 
this capital is the scondary or femini virtue, wholly 
subordinate in its utility, and which cannot even be 
performed until the prior duty of selfishly and indus- 
trially accumulating something to giv has first been 
performed. A recent traveler through Judea wrote 
that in passing from the one end of that country to 
the other he saw only one man doing anything, and 
he was falling off a house. This lethargy is due 

` more to Mohammedan fatalism than to the econom- 

. ical errors of Christianity, but in Italy and southern 
Europe the feeling that to liv by religious beggary 
is the highest form of worship has dedicated the best 
women and men of that country to celibacy, and left 
the continuation of the race to the robbers and lazza- 
roni, until the demoralization and ruin are as nearly 
complete as this idea could prevail to make them. 
Now our praetical western mind defies and overrides 
this element in Christianity by sheer force of hypoc- 
risy. It pretends to believe that benevolence is 
always demanded, but it knows better. It knows 
that every man’s first duty is to himself, and it is 
wellit does. It is saved from economical desolation 
by taking refuge in a system of economical hypocrisy. 
Another mode in which religion compels hypocrisy is 
by the inherent insatiableness of its demauds. Like 

_ every other passion, it will not regulate its own de- 
mands, but must be moderated by other and antago- 
nistie forces. If you bow the head, like a Unitarian, 
its natural tendency is to demand that you bend-your 
back like an Episcopalian. The crooking of one joint 
in the neck is not sufficient in the presence of God. 
When you hav bent your back it says, Get down on 
your knees, like a Methodist. When you hav 
reached your knees it says, Kiss.the ground, like a 
Catholic. When you hav kissed the ground it says, 
On your belly, you vile creature, like a Mohammedan 
or a Persian. And long before you hav reached 
your belly it has made attacks on its contents by pre- 
scribing, fasting. And if you consent to fast it re- 
quires that you waste the body more vigorously by 
scourging ; and when you hav scourged there are 
intimations in the New Testament that “there be 
some who hav made eunuchs of themselvs or taken 
out their right eyes for the kingdom of heaven's 
sake." 

This is a broad topographical view of the insa- 
tiableness of religion. Take a nearer-home view. A 
young man of good moral character marries and de- 
votes himself to building up a happy home, with the 

, assurance that his young wife is as pious as a woman 
ought to be, and will make his children a good 
mother. Pretty soon, when he comes home, he 
misses her kiss and greeting at the door; walks out 
of one room into another until he finds her in the 
closet praying for his soul’s conversion and weeping 
because he is on the road to hell. He doesn’t take a 
great deal of stock in hell, but he wants things com- 
fortable and the pressure of religious persecution in 
his bedroom removed. So he repents, unites with 
the church, and for the moment supposes that his 
home is happy. Pretty soon he misses the kiss and 

greeting at the door again, walks out of one room 
into another, and finds his beloved in the closet pray- 
ing for religious services at every meal and family 
prayers once a day, for the sake of the Christian ap- 
pearanee and the example to others, as well as for 

-their souls’ welfare. He again gently removes the 
iron pressure of religious despotism from his bed- 
room, by installing himself as a very indifferent 
priest, converting his residence from a home into a 
church, and encumbering his nervous system with a 
continual round of irksume ceremonies, which make 
prayer as commonplace as his pantaloons, put on like 
them for decency and respectability, instead of being 
like the odor of flowers, the unconscious and rare 
breath of the uplifted soul. Pretty soon, however, 
the pious husband again misses the familiar kiss at 
the door, and again finds the weeping wife upon her 
knees. Religious persecution is again in his bed- 
room. This time it is that all his associates who are 
not church-members, all who drink beer or use pro- 
fane language, or attend theaters, are to be cut off or 
shown the door, and that he himself is neither to 
attend the theater, nor to read the daily papers on 
Sunday. Meanwhile, by this time the home has be- 
come so'stagnated that the task of conversation be- 
tween the pious husband and his daily inquisitor 
has become nearly impossible, for want of any topics 

‘which it is not sinful to talk about. Meals are eaten 
in pious silence, and all the grace, abandon, and 
freedom of home has been scared to the demnition 
bow-wows for fear that imaginary thing, “sin in the 
abstract,” should enter it. At length the domestic 
persecution begins again. The pious lady, who per- 
haps performs none of these religious labors herself, 
wants charitable missions looked after, poor people 


visited, sick people prayed with, weekly religious 
meetings attended. By this time the worn-out hus- 
band is a walking missionary society, his business 
and health half ruined,-his home entirely ruined, 
though neither knows why. Suddenly he is startled 
to find that besides the “rein of grace" under which 
they hav been living, there is also a reign of nature. 
Nature reasserting itself in his religious wife, . auses 
her to despise him, because she has so easily twisted 
him around her finger and converted him into a fem- 
ininity. So long as her insatiate disposition for 
religious exaction could find faults in him to 1emove, 
it had a field of operations and was happy. When 
the faults were all removed, lo! he had ceased to be 
aman! There were not elements of masculinity suf- 
ficient in him to attract a woman. By the very act 
of assuming all these religious and feminin functions 
at her solicitation he had become so like herself that 
the opposing masculin qualities of intellect and will, 
rectitude, manliness, firmness, judgment, integrity, 
and the like, which, had he preserved them, would 
hav irritated and yet fed her hungering nature—all 
these are gone; and he is fortunate if he does not 
find her, if weakly, dying of sexual starvation, not of 
the body but of the mind, while if she be strong and 
vigorous in her sensual nature she will be looking 
around, notwithstanding her piety, for another part- 
ner whose intellectual masculinity is still in full vigor; 
meanwhile, at every stage in this progress of relig- 
ious exaction, his real safety consists in an escape into 
hypocrisy, or back through a skeptical rebellion into 
intellectual freedom. If he becomes a hypocrit, it is 
just as satisfying to the spirit of ‘religious insatiable- 
ness as if he were sincere, and it does not involve 
half the wear and tear of nerve. It is the inability 
of human nature to stand the galling exactions which 
the inherent insatiableness of religion compels it to 
make, which causes individuals, races, and nations 
inevitably to repudiate its authority. God’s law, in 
its nature, must be something that man never has 


obeyed or can obey, for as soon as man adopts it by. 


legislation or conduct, it becomes man's law, and a 
new law of God must be setup. Nations which ac- 
cept and love religion as a persuasiv adviser fall into 
enervation and decay if they allow it to rule them on 
its own terms, and are compelled to’ seek at last sal- 
vation in revolt, which ends in restoring religion to 
its subordinate position. 

I do: not mean, by these illustrations of the evils 
indirectly resulting from the too great faith in the 
principle of forgivness, to imply that it has no place 
or utility in morals. It has its place, and an exceed- 
ingly delicate and useful one it is, in the human 
heart. It is the great antagonist of the principle of 
law everywhere, whose proper functions are feminin, 
to soften the asperities where the law is too severely 
masculin. All nature is equipoised through the con- 
flict between just such antagonistic forces, whose 
attitude toward each other is one of general repul- 
sion, subject to particular instances of exceptional 
attraction and unity. In every human state there is 
above the courts the pardoning power. No laws are 
inexorable. In criminal jurisprudence clemency for- 
givs the crime. In civil, equity relieves in excep 
tional cases from the law, until it. becomes itself so 
rigid in its system as to lose its distinctiv merit, and 
then usually legislation relieves from equity. In 
commerce, bankruptcy forgivs the debt, and the stat- 
utes of limitations cry “Peace” to many claims which 
are still morally due. Yet the defeat of justice that 
is wrought by this very pardoning power, by chan- 
cery from Lord Bacon to Judge Barnard, by special 
legislation, by, bankruptcy, and, in short, by ail ex- 
pedients for intercepting law in human affairs, 


instructivly shows how dangerous and unreasonable 


it must be to assume that the forgivness element, or 
law-defeating element, is the foremost one in the di- 
vine government of the moral universe. 


Nevertheless, in the home, by the fireside; among 


friends, while cold respect springs from obedience to 
rules of right, love is more often born of the grace 
and kindness that overlook their breach. There is 
as profound and subtle à philosophy in the parable 
of the Prodigal Son, illustrating forgivness as the 
source of love, as there is in the return of Regulus 
to Carthage, or the sacrifice of his son by Brutus, 
illustrating the incorruptible integrity of law. To 


illustrate it more familiarly: 


À father closing a door, accidentally catches therein 
and pinches the little child's fingers. He, in the 
spirit of law, which is masculin, says, “ Aha, you 
careless urchin, that will teach you better than to get 
your fingers in the door again!" That is very true, 
but it snaps a chord of affection, and burns up the 
two ends of the severed string with the strong fire 
of hatred. The mother, representing forgivness, 
which is feminin, says: “ Your papa is very sorry, 
my child. He did not know your finger was there. 
Let me kiss it and make it well" Here are two lit- 
tle falsehoods and one doubtful statement, but, they 
leave in their wake love. E. 

This mystical word, love, is one with which the 
chameleon could not compare in many-coloredness. 
The luster of pearls and diamonds strives in vain to 


symbolize it. Brilliancy of plumage, and the odors 


and corollas of flowers, those sexual amulets borrowed 
by womankind from a lower life, are a few of the 
scattered syllables through which nature speaks in. 
audibly the sublime omnipotence of love. ; 


This divine word suggests the chief of all ser- - 


vices which religion renders to the world—one which 
scientific and philosophie Infidelity cannot render— 
for they hav in them none of this illogical, irresist- 
ible; overcoming power, unless enthusiasm in the 
pursuit of scientific and philosophie truth may be 


said to be a kind of worship. Man has a religious. 


nature, capable of developing into a passion for-a . 


certain mystical union of the human with the divine, 
of the natural with the supernatural Upon this 


nature philosophy operates like celibacy, denying the. 


gratification, but not suppressing .the revolt of 
nature. Let not the language in which this religious 


love may be described be deemed irreverent if it bor-- 


rows sensuous imagery from the next lower and 
stronger passion known to human nature. The 
mythologies, with their loves of the gods for the 
daughters of men, the sacred writings, prayers, and 
hymns of all ages blend the language of this relig- 
ious fervor, worship, or ecstasy with amorous imag- 
ery. The young Catholic maiden’s. imagination leads 
her into the life of a recluse by the dazzling imagery 
which makes her, as a nun, the virgin spouse of God. 


In the Protestant imagination the church is the bride . 


of Christ, and Solomon’s amorous song, which may 
not be read in publie, is interpreted to be the ex- 


pression of the saviors love toward this bride. . 


The light of this divine enthusiastic passion, the feel- 


ing of perfect sanctification and unrestrained com-' 


munion with God, is the believer's ideal of heaven. 


Whether such a belief rests on truth or hallucination., 


is wholly irrelevant.to the question of its value as a 
inoral force.. It is the inner life of all sects; it has 
its exultations and ecstasies, and its seasons of cold- 


ness and hypocrisy. It satisfies a passionate power 


aud an emotional want in the human mind in a de- 


gree that often, where it obtains the mastery, sub- . 


dues and supersedes the other passions, controling 
last, intemperance, gaming, avarice, ambition, by the 
double power of an absorbed preoccupation of the 
mind in the admiration of what it believes to be ad- 


mirable in Deity, and by the impossibility of the = ` 


human mind holding two master passions at once. 
It produces effect on the nervous system which 
makes some persons dance, or fall into cataleptic 


trances, as Mohammed and Swedenborg did, or as. _ 


Paul at his conversion. It renders others exhilar- 
ated, happy, as if with wine, so that that Paul on 


one occasion could only refute the charge of drunk- 


enness by reminding his hearers that it was only 9 
o’clock in the morning—the fourth hour of the day— 


an argument that, in Chicago, would not hav been. 


deemed conclusiy. You are all familiar with that 


standard picture of the cross of rock, to which the. 


beautiful maiden clings with both arms, amidst the 
waves of the ocean, which threaten to engulf her at 
the next breath. In a strict maritim sense, a yawl- 
boat, with oars wielded bya couple of rough tars, 
and a good ship in the offing, would be worth a 
dozen of it so far as that girl’s safety is concerned. 


But it would not be so expressiv of religious ecstasy.. 


Precisely the same passionate clinging is expressed 
in the beautiful hymn: ~ 
Jesus, lover of my soul, 
Let me to thy bosom fly, 
While the raging billows roll, . 
While the tempest still is high. 
Other refuge havI none, 
Hangs my helpless soul on thee; 
Leave, oh leave me not alone, 
Still support and comfort me. 


All my trust on thee is stayed, 
All my help from thee I bring, 
Cover my defenseless head 
With the shadow of thy wing.. 


Àn inseparable set-off to the good effects of this 
feeling of exaltation is the spirit of religious egotism, 
and the tendencies toward ‘spiritual aristocracy, ex- 
clusivness, and phariseeism to which it givs rise. 
Each religious sect vaunts itself to be the chosen 
people of God. The theory of prayer necessarily im- 
ples logically a yielding of the divine will to the 


human, a direction of the infinit intelligence by the - 


finite. 
war for the Union, and felt all they said, “It is not 
the armies or the government that will decide this 
contest; they are but the instruments; God will de- 
cide it, and we praying Christians alone move the 
arm of God.” 

An elderly Christian lady visiting in the house of 
one of my philosophic friends begged leave to intro- 
duce family worship, to which he consented, provided 
she would do the praying. When the “services” 
were ended she asked him if he-did not feel that it 
was an inspiring act, and if they did not all feel hap- 
pier for it. “Yes,” said he, “I always feel a sense of 
human inflation in the presence of one who I know is 
able to guide the counsels of the Almighty in even 
the smallest particular, and still more in the company 
of one who can so easily and gracefully dispose as 
you hav done this morning of at least six political 
issues, and two great national wars. But as for my- 


Many Christians said to me during the recent ` 
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self, if I should assume to direct the divine govern- 
ment of the world by prayer in the smallest regard, 
I should tremble with terror lest my foolish counsels 
might hav some effect." 


B 


I now proceed to state the reasons why religion, 
however open to criticism its moral influence may be, 
in some points, is still and must continue to be the 
main moral force in the world; the function of science 
and philosophy continuing to be that of critics and 
fault-finders, necessary of course as critics, but not 
practically efficient as moral workers, while religion 
—the cowled monk, the hooded priest, the mitred 
bishop, the fat, sleek, chess-playing curate, the 
shoulder-hitting Spurgeon and Moody, with their 
praying bands, and above all the superstitious and 
bigoted, but. faithful, praying women, will, of neces- 
sity, do the great part of the world’s moral work; ĉe., 
of the work of holding the world’s conscience up to 
‘certain standards of right, and holding its conduct up 
to its conscience. 
from the fact that philosophy, in its all-comprehend- 
ing generalities, can only come to the conclusion that 
whatever is is right, and science utterly refuses to dis- 
cuss or frame moral standards, and so ignores the 
questions of right and wrong altogether; in this 
dilemma comes religion, with the fine, egotistical 
frenzy that whatever is is wrong, that depravity per- 
vades alike the pictures of Raphael, the form of 
woman, and the corallas of the lily, and that it is its 
mission to set all this right. 

_ Religion is a necessary force in civilization, but it 
never includes all truth nor all duty. It needs the 
antagonism of a vigorous scientific and philosophic 
Infidelity, not only to prevent it from running civil- 
ization down into ecclesiastical bondage and barbar- 
ism, as illustrated by the great religious crimes, wars, 
and persecutions of which I hav said little to-night, 

' because they hav all made their due impressions on 
your minds already, but religion needs to.be antag- 
onized by a powerful philosophic Infidelity in order 
to express, by the joint operation of the two oppos- 
ing forces, the whole truth and the whole duty of 
man. 

Let us first consider the necessity of religion as a 
social force, and then the like necessity of irreligion, 
with the advantages and disadvantages, the rewards 

‘and penalties, of each. 

Religion is necessary as the cohesiv, binding force 
in society—irreligion as the emancipating, disinte- 
grating force. The whole truth, including both, is 
symbolized by the granit rock which underlies all 

- other strata, and from which all others are formed by 
the action of the elements. Granit has two ingre- 

` dients, the feldspar or adhesiv element, which, decom- 
posing, forms the slates, shales, and clay—one-half 
the basis of every fertil soil; the quartz, or disinte- 
grating element, which, decomposing, is formed into 
the sandstones, and finally into sand, the other half 
of the basis of all fertil soils. Clay symbolizes adhe- 
sion, religion ; the shifting sands symbolize liberty, 
Freethought, Infidelity. Hither an excess of the 
adhesivness or an excess of liberty produces barren- 

“ness, in the physical soil as in the moral, while both 
in due combination result, at once, in the fertility of 
the valley that blooms with fragrance, and in the 
grandeur and durability of the icy peaks that lift up 
their heads among the stars, and control the courses 
of the winds and the rains in a manner as essential to 
fertility, though it seems so desolate, as the sod of 
the valley itself. Religion, I say, is the adhesiv 

. power, the only one eapable of insuring unity among 
iren in the promotion of moral and spiritual ideas 
(which are the first steps toward intellectual and 
philosophieal ideas) To this end religion unites 
minds into sects, between whose members unity is 
produced, while reason. or philosophy never produces 
anything but discord. Religion says to the crowd, 
“ Hear ye the Lord.” Philosophy says, “ Hear me." 
In the later stages of development, for a man to pro- 
fess to teach another in the name of God excites the 
feeling that it is impudent. But in the infancy of the 
human mind, a man feels that any attempt by another 
to teach him anything, of his own superior wisdom, 
is impudent, while the pretense that it is in the name 
of God allays his vanity, subdues his pugnacity, and 
makes him ready to listen. Religion supplies motivs, 
to wit, the desire to feel assured and at rest concern- 
ing things we don’t understand, concerning the mys- 
terious forces of the universe, to appease the gods, 
to win their favor, to secure rewards, and avert pun- 
ishments, which sway every mind except the philo- 

.sophical. Its means also tend toward unity. It 
avoids inquiry and disputation, and all wrangling 

. such as divides philosophical clubs. All its congre- 

gations meet together at the sound of the same bell, 

kneel together, view together the same ceremonies, 
blend their voices together in the same harmonies of 
song and praise, unite their hearts and lives in the 
same petitions, listen without expressed dissent, but 
in the same respectful silence, to the same doctrins, 
and thus unity is promoted by the same physical 
drill as jn an army, accompanied by the same mental 
drill as in the school-room. . 
Auguste Comte's effort to introduce united worship 


Such a result might be assumed: 


H SEEKER, JULY 17, 1886. 


into his philosophy as a means to secure mental unity 
was illogical, for in philosophy not unity, but divers- 
ity, is wanted. When unity walks in, philosophy must 
walk out. The more logically ‘the church is based on 
supernatural assumptions alone, like the Catholic, 
the greater its capacity of accomplishing numerical 
unity, 4. e., cf uniting vast masses into one sect, and 
thus the greater the force and power.it can giv to 
what may happen to be its ideas, and this is the rea- 
son why supernatural assumptions are the only basis 
on which sects can be formed: a natural or scientific 
idea depending on material evidence is soon either 
demonstrated by further observation or refuted by 
experiment, and either its demonstration or its refu- 
tation ends all interest in it. Hence for organizing 
purposes scientific ideas, because demonstrable, are 
temporary, while supernatural ideas, because unde- 
monstrable, are eternal or relativly so. Catholicism 
believes in an inspired church, one of whose works is 
an inspired book. Protestantism, less logically, holds 
that an invisible and uninspired church produced a 
visible and inspired book. Catholicism says of the 
scriptures, “We wrote them.” Protestantism, “They 
wrote us. Protestantism says, “Hear what the 
men of old said when men were inspired.” Catholi- 
cism says, ' Except the church of to-day be also in- 
spired, it cannot comprehend what these men of old 
taught. If it is inspired, then hear directly what the 
church says.” Being thus completely furnished in 
its religious assumptions, its aggregation of numeri- 
cal force and its power to promote a moral idea are 
proportionately great. Its kingdom numbers 140- 
000,000 of subjects, while the divided forces of Prot- 
estantism are only 120,000,000. At times it has 
placed its foot upon the neck of kings, but it was a 
golden day for Rome when it said to Henry the 
Eighth, * Your marriage is indissoluble—keep your 
wife. You are a king, but marriage must bind you 
as it does a peasant.” ‘Contrast this with the act of 
the foremost Protestant preacher in America ir mar- 
rying the dying body of Richardson to a woman 
whose husband was still living, and toward whom 
her love, as attested by her letters, had recently been 
warm and tender, thus voluntarily enrolling her as 
the wife of two husbands, of whom the second had 


robbed the first of his wife, while the first had robbed |. 


the second of his life. The Protestant church has 
no attitude whatever concerning the perpetuity or 
Roman theory of marriage, and well perhaps it may 
not, since it cannot be made effectiv without sanc- 
tioning the power to restore the wife to the unwilling 
couch of a husband whom she hates, and this modern 
civilization declines to do. It is in accordance with 
the inferior spirit of our age, therefore, that the 
church lacks al ke the ecclesiastical power to depose 
a preacher that is eloquent or to censure a member 
that is rich. Of course, the liberty to serve God 
according to the dictates of our own conscience, un- 
curbed by the moral power of any organization, car- 
ries with it inseparably the liberty to serve ourselvs 
according to the dictates of our own lusts, and to 
stand by each other with our church organizations in 
this service. And this in turn resolves a church into 
an ecclesiastical pleasure club for sustaining oratory, 
and which feels no particular solicitude about saving 
anything from hell unless it may be the pew rents 
and the minister’s salary. The reformers could not 
set the congregations free from pope and bishop in 
faith without also freeing them in morals. Free- 
thought, if it is to hav a moral code, must base it 
on expediency and sense of interest alone. It is the 
consciousness of this fact that now constitutes the 
chief intrenchment of Protestantism against an utter 
abandonment of all authority. 


(TO BE CONCLUDED.) 
e 


Could Jesus Christ Write ?—II. 


-But aside from the foregoing fabricated testimony 
to the fact of any writing by Jesus, the presumption 
is that he must hav been able to write. It will not, 
therefore, be amiss to adduce further apocryphal 
evidence, such as it is, that he was not illiterate. 

In **Pseudo-Matthew" we read that the boy Jesus 
was sent to a schoolmaster in Galilee named Zac- 
cheus ; but the pupil was insolent and undertook 
to teach his teacher. 
flesh, he said he was above and before the law, and 
that he knew how long the schoolmaster's life on 
earth would be. The people who heard him say 
these things were astonished, but he said to them: 
“I will tell you greater things. I hav seen Abraham 
whom you call your father, and hav spoken with 
him." After this none of them dared to say any- 
thing more. - 

Again Jesus, at the instance of Zaccheus, was 
handed over to Master Levi to be taught. Levi 
asked him to repeat the first letter, Aleph, but the 
boy was silent. Then Levi struck him on the head 
with his birch. Jesus broke silence, and after rebuk- 
ing his master, began to show him his own superior 
knowledge in this style: “Let the master of the law 
tellus what the first letter is, or why it has many 
triangles, gradate, subacute, mediate, obduced, pro- 
duced, erect, prostrate, curvistrate." Levi was 
dumbfounded at such precocity, and, like Balaam, 


Having no father after the- 


became at once a seer, crying out that Jesus must 
hav been born before the deluge, and he “ought to 
be hung on the great, cross.” 

A third time Jesus was sent to school. The 
master, as before, struck him because he was inso- 
lent, and instantly fell down dead. Joseph was 
afraid the boy .would get killed for some of these . 
acts, but Mary assured him that God would preserve 
her child. 

A fourth time he was sent to school. Compulsory 
education seemed to be the law of the elders. Jesus 
took the book out of the master’s hand and read ‘it. 
The master fell prostrate in humble adoration. Here 
ended the schooling of the son of God. ENG 

The “Gospel of Thomas” repeats three of the 
schoolmaster stories with some variations. Zaecheus ` 
called off to his pupil all. the. letters of the alphabet 
from Alpha to Omega. (So it seems that the Jewish 
schoolmasters in Galilee taught Greek to primary 
pupils.) Jesus looked up at Zaccheus and said: 
“ Thou who art ignorant of the nature of the Alpha, 
how canst thou teach others the Beta? Thou hypo 
crit! First, if thou knowest, teach the A, and then we 
shall believe thee about the B." Then he began to’ 
question the teacher about the first letter, and he was 
not able to answer. And in the hearing of many the 
child said: 

Hear. O teacher, the order of the first letter, and notice 
how it has lines and a middle stroke crossing those which 
thou seest common ; (lines) brought together; the highest 
part supporting them, and again bringing them under one 
head, witlı three points (of intersection); of the same kind ; 
principal and subordinate; of equal length. Thon hast the 
lincs of the A. : 

The first letter of the Phcnician alphabet seems 
best to answer to this description. 

Zaccheus could do nothing with such a precocious 
pupil. “Take him away, brother Joseph,” said he, 
*that child does not belong to earth; assuredly he 
was born before the creation of the world; heis 
either God or angel" Jesus laughed aloud and said, 
* Now let thy learning bring forth fruit and let the 
blind in heart see. I am here from above that I may 
curse them, and call them to the things that are 
above, as he that sent me on your account hath com- 
manded me." 

At the second schooling (the third according to 
Pseudo-Matthew) the teacher wrote out the Greek 
alphabet for him. Jesus returned a similar answer 
to that made to Zaccheus. The teacher struck him 
on the head for his insolence. The child cursed him 
and immediately the teacher fell into a swoon. That 
ended the second schooling. ' 

Again, another master with full knowledge of the 
result in the last case persuaded Joseph to send the 
boy to his school The child came in boldly but 
pleasantly, and taking up a book “he did not read 
the letters that were in it, but opening his mouth he” 
spoke by the holy spirit and taught the law to those 
that were standing round." The pedagog said it was 
no use trying to teach such a prodigy, and for that 
flattering acknowledgment Jesus kindly cured the 
other master who was suffering the penalty of his 
rude treatment of the divine pupil. Pseudo-Mat- 
thew tells us that the teacher “fell down dead.” 
Thomas says it was only “a swoon.” 

The “Arabic Gospel of the Infancy " describes the 


' attendance of Jesus at the feast in Jerusalem when he 


was twelve years old, where the boy confounded the 
doctors in this wise: 


He put various questions upon the sciences, and gaye an- 
swers in his turn. For he said to them: ** Whose son is the 
Messiah?” They answered him, “The son of David." 
** Whercfore, then,” said he, ** does he in the spirit call him 
his lord, when he says, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, sit at 
my right hand that I may put thine enemies under thy foot- 
Steps?" Again, the chief of the teachers said to him: ‘Hast 
thon read the books?" “ Both the books,” said the Lord 
Jesus, “and the things contained in the books." Aud he cx- 
plained the books and the law, and the precepts, and the stat- 
utes, and the mysteries which are contained in the books of 
the prophets—things which the understanding of no creature 
attains to. 

And a philosopher who was there present, a skilful astron- 
omer, asked the Lord Jesus whether he had studied astron- 
omy, and the Lord Jesus answered him, and explained the 
numbers of the spheres and of the heavenly bodies, their 
natures and operations, their opposition, their aspect, trian- 
gulam square, and sextil, their course, direct and retro- 
grade, the twenty-fourths, the sixtieths of twenty-fourths, 
and other things beyond the reach of human reason. 

There was also among those philosophers one very skilled 
in treating of natural science, and he asked the Lord Jesus 
whether he had studied medicin, and he, in reply, explained 
to him physics and metaphysics, hyperphysies, the powers 
likewise and humors of the body, and the effects of the same; 
also the number of members and bones, of veins, arteries, 
and nerves, also the effect of heat aud dryness, of cold and ` 
moisture, and what these giv rise to; what was the 
operation of the soul upon the body, and its perceptions 
and powers; what was the operation of the faculty of speech, 
of anger, of desire; lastly, their conjunction and disjunc- 
tion, and other things beyond the reach of any created intel- 
lect. 

The learned Jesuit Hardouin says that the manu- 
script of this Gospel of the Infancy was found in a 
cave near Grenada in 1599. It was written in Arabic 
on, leaden plates. These plates were examined at 


. Rome in 1667, and condemned as fabrications. 


The “ History of Joseph the Carpenter,” purport- 
ing to be an address made by Jesus to his disciples on 
the Mount of Olives, reported by the Apostles, and 
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preserved in the library at Jerusalem, givs partic- 
ulars of the death of Joseph at the age of 111, after 
having lived with Mary twenty-one years. The citi- 
zens of Galilee anointed the body of Joseph, and at 
the funeral Jesus repeated a prayer which, says he, 
“T made with my own hand before I was carried in the 
.womb of the Virgin Mary"  But.this testimony, im- 
plying an antenatal ability to write, must be ruled 
out as irrelevant. 

We come now to a different kind of evidence, 
transmitted to us in Hebrew by the enemies of Jesus 
Christ. In the * Book of the Generation of Jesus" 

.(“ Sepher Toldoth Jeshu”), the mother of the ille- 
gitimate child sends him to a teacher named Elchanan, 
with whom he makes great progress in learning. By 
and by the bright young man offends the rabbis of 
the Sanhedrin, and they publish him as a bastard and 
an outlaw. With a sad heart, he,.flees to Galilee, 
but after many years he returns, and, stealthily 
entering the sacred Temple, he.copies on a piece 
of parchment the Shem Hamphoras, or Inexpress- 
ible name of God, and carries it away with him, con- 
cealed in an opening cut in his flesh. With this 
sacred charm he is able to work miracles, and his 
brief career as a magician is described by the author 
of the odious book, which, Voltaire says, was re- 
ferred to by Celsus in the second century and refuted 
by Origen. All that we know about Celsus is found 
in the writings of Origen against him. There was at 
that time some story about Jesus similar to the “ Zol- 
doth Jeshu,” of which we now hav at least three ver- 
sions, to wit: one brought to light near the close of 
the thirteenth century, another in 1681, and another 
‘in 1705, and there appear to be others not yet trans- 
lated from the Hebrew. Al these describe Jesus as 

a man of learning, who practiced magic, and was 
stoned and hanged as a disturber of the peace long 
before Pontius: Pilate was procurator in Judea. 
Many passages in the Talmud also refer to the same 
‘Jesus, and speak of him as a learned man, who suf- 
fered death under the: Jewish laws before the 
Romans obtained control in Judea. 

. We therefore conclude that the real Jesus, who was 
stoned and hanged about 75 B.c., must hav been able 
to write. ANTICHRIST. 

OO 


Freedom Gone to the Dogs. 


Make the humiliating record, July 4, 1886, as the 
day of liberty’s doom—the day of American depend- 
ence—for on this inglorious Fourth we are informed 
that three men are to be sentenced to the peniten- 
tiary in Milwaukee for merely unlawful assemblage 
and violence of speech. If violent speech is a pun- 
ishable offense, nearly every priest and preacher 
should be immediately incarcerated. Do they not 
consign two-thirds of humanity to endless torment ? 
Think of it; these Anarchists of the pulpit are not 
satisfied to invoke their helpless almighty's curse on 
Infidels, but how] for their eternal punishment. The 
ordinary dynamite Anarchist is an angel of mercy 
alongside the average minister. The difference is 
that the minister does not believe what he says, while 
the dynamiter is generally in dead earnest. 

That true manhood is oozing rapidly out of this re- 
pubiic, the leading editorial, on our nation’s natal 
day, in the dastardly Daily News, of which the fol- 
lowing are specimen sentences, fully proves: 

A PURITAN REVIVAL NEEDED. 

Fourth of July orators and Fourth of July writers of a 
certain stripe are having much to say—apropos of Anarchy 
and the anniversary—concerning the freedom: of speech. 
** Tt seems to us that all men shold be free to say what they 
please,” ventures one; and another thinks that the right of 
every man to preach what he chooses without question 
should be “as sacred now as it was in 1776." The letter of 
the Constitution is invoked by these people with the same 
superstitious veneration and credulity that makes faith in 
rélics and revelations possible, and there is a general mushi- 
ness and sentimentality manifested which clearly betoken 
-softness in the upper story. And this is none the less mental 
imbecility because largely born of a desire to conciliate a 
voting element. 

What is needed just now in this country is a renaissance of 
Puritanism and of so-called Puritan intolerance. We need 
to recall that the men who made possible this one hundred 
and tenth anniversary of American independence, of general 
freedom based upon a contribution from the individual free- 
dom of each, knew that liberty was not to be intrusted to 
the hands of feeble-minded and unreasoning persons. We 
ueed to become as intolerant as the Puritans themselvs were 
of what they believed to be dangerous nonsense, which, if 
left free, would destroy the last hope of civil and religious 
freedom. ‘The Puritans had no notion of tolerating mis- 
chief. They looked upon their little commonwealth as upon 
their own private estate and homestead, as they had a right 
to do, and would no more allow the devi?s religion of unreason 
to be preached therein than we should permit a prize-fight in 
our garden. They were narrow; in other words they had 
an edge to them, as men that serve in’ great emergencies 
must; for a Gordian knot is settled sooner with a sword 
than a beetle." 


Is this the American idea of freedom? 

The big fools and the little fools combined from 
Saturday afternoon to Tuesday morning to make life 
as unendurable as possible. The incessant din did 
not cease even on the blessed Sabbath, and there 
must hav been a very slim attendance at Victor F. 


Lawson's Sunday-school class, for the  Zeening: 


News again bewails that this is a land which has 
some freedom left. That little must be curtailed. It 
Says: | 


This country is in need of some of that good, old-fash- 
ioned spirit which causes men to respect the opinions, the 
rights, the customs, and the sentiments of others. Optim- 
ists may discover in the license which now obtains regarding 
the religious observance of Sunday a germ of revolution in 
public feeling which will develop before another decade shall 
hav passed. By the year 1897, when next the Fourth of 


July falls upon Sunday, there may exist a more reverent re-: 


gard for sacred things. A nation whose patriotism can be 
expressed only in vexatious poppings, and whose minu: laws 
are distorted to permit the annoyance of the graver-minded 
citizens by irresponsible youth; whose politicians sneer at 
religious rites; whose municipal governments are perverted 
by ambitious men to their own uses, and whose primary 
reason for being is abused until the once-revered idea of per- 
sonal liberty becomes the suicidal and detestable habit of 
license, is in a condition that demands attention. 


Well, the News, with the rest of the contemptible 
press of Chicago, is in high glee over the selection 
of Highwood as a military post The clubs of this 
city, composed chiefly of stock-gamblers, pledged the 
government $300,000 to establish a United States 
military station near Chicago. The bill went through 
to appoint a commission, and they hay selected and 
paid $175,000 for the ground. Now, in connection 
with their brave police, they hope to be sustained by 
bayonets of the military arm. Truly a “thief does 
fear each bush an officer,” and these fellows are evi- 
dently ill at ease with their ill-gotten gains. 

In reference to the Anarchist cases, the entire 
press of the city has worked itself into a frenzy of 
furious vituperation and malicious misrepresentation. 
Why? . Because if these parties, after being tried by 
a packed jury of attaches of the capitalistic class—no 
workingman is allowed on by the state—are acquit- 
ted, they hav the clearest cases of criminal libel ever 
brought into court. The papers are trying to save 
themselvs by hounding to the gallows men they 
know to be innocent. Some of the chief staff con- 
tributors of our daily papers hav received orders not 
to allow & word in their favor to appear, but to put 
in everything they possibly can manufacture against 
them or their friends. . f i 

“ What does it profit a nation if it piles wealth to 
the clouds, but becomes false to the trusts com- 
mitted to it?" was the ominous query Fred Douglass 
flung at the high-toned flunkies who banqueted him 
in Boston lately. Is there any justification for this 
severe reflection? Let us see: The five deputy 
sheriffs who were guilty of unprovoked murder of 
innocent women and men while guarding Jay Gould’s 
“sacred” private property at East St. Louis were 
tried, discharged, and are scot-free. Had the Mil- 
waukee Anarchists committed a cold-blooded murder 
in the interest of monopoly, instead of that graver 
crime of “unlawful assembly”—unlawful because in 
the interest of labor—they would now be at liberty. 

Your correspondent wrote the Zribune July Ist 
as follows, but the communication failed to appear: 


Editor Tribune: Your issue of the .29th ult. contains the 
synopsis of an article on ‘‘ Revolutions and Revolutionists,” 
from the pen of Dr. Lombroso, recently published in the 
Nouvelle Revue, to which you approvingly refer as “a curi- 
ously interesting paper.” The doctor attempts to scientif- 
ically demonstrate that the antecedents of revolutionists and 
Anarchists are invariably of a criminal character or they are 
hereditary lunatics. The doctor is good enough to furnish 
the following startling illustrations in France and Germany 
in support of his theory: 

Thus Jourdan, in the time of the first French Revolution, who 
from a butcher’s boy became a general, cut the throat of his former 
employer, Launey; personally directed the pillage. the burnings, 
and the assassinations committed by his troops; caused the killing 
of seventy-three officials at Avignon ; and continued his career of 
crime until he was himself condemned to death by the Revolution- 
ary tribunal. Then there were Hejeune, of the same epoch, the 
inventor of a guillotin, which he first tried on fowls; and Jean 
d'Heron, of Nantes, who wore a human ear on his hat like a cock- 
ade, and carried othersin his pocket, which he made the women 
kiss. Quite recently in Austria robbery and assassination hav 
been used to spread the doctrins of the Anarchists. Stellmacher 
and Kammerar killed the banker Lysart and severa: of his family 
to get possession of a few hundred florins, In Germany, Hoedel, 
who had thirteen years previously been put under surveillance for 
theft, and having no ostensible occupation, attempted to-take the 
life of the emperor. Reinsdorf, who planned the Niederwald 
attack on the imperial family of Germany, was subject to criminal 
monomania and had been found guilty of assault on a woman. In 
Paris, during the troubles in 1833, out of thirty-three persons 
arrested it was found that thirteen had already been condemned 
for theft. Alcohol is also an important factor in revolutions. The 
excesses of the Paris Commune were largely due to the excessiv 
use of stimulants by those who had been nearly starved during the 
siege. It is not surprising to be told by this scientific inquirer that 
insanity goes hand in hand with revolutions. ‘The events of 1871 
in France sent 1,700 insane patients to the hospitals during aperiod 
of eighteen months, and among the leaders of the Commune there 
were four hereditary lunatics and four others who had been pre- 
viously under treatment for that disease. Certainly of these ebul- 
litions of the political caldron it may be truly said, “‘That way 
madness lies!" _ : 

I thank the Tribune for this opportune article, but if it 
really desires this theory to be of value to its readers it should 
giv us a few American illustrations, that would be a special 
boon and also hav a salutary effect on the Fourth of July— 

utting a quietus on a trinity of evils, revolutionists, Anarch- 
ists, and the deadly Fourth of July firecrackers. The Trib- 
une should inform us whether we shall classify Washington 
with lunatics, murderers, or thieves; whether Ben. Franklin 
really cut the throat of his former employer, or was a candi- 
dace for a straitjacket, or if Thomas Paine, who first 
wrote “the United States of America,” ever chewed off his 
grandmother’s left ear. 

E. A. STEVENS. 


eorr 


Mes. Litt Devereaux Braxe will lecture at Dansville, 
N. Y., July 16th, 17th, and 18th; at Salamanca, 20th and 
21st; at Warsaw, 22d and 28d; at Le Roy, 24th, 25th, and 
26th, and at Batavia, 27th. Engagements for lectures after 
August 20th may be made by letter addressed to Mrs. Blake 
at the above points. 

E. C. WALKER lectured June 18th at Elkton, Dakota, and 
July 4th at Smith’s Mill, Minnesota. He will remain a few 
weeks longer in the North, and is ready for engagements 
there until September 1st. Address him at headquarters, 


Valley Falls, Kansas. 


The Tent in Wayne Co., New York. 


After the discussion at Williamson and the judi: 
cious circulation of quite a number of copies of Tax . 
Truth SEEKER, thus insuring the permanency and 
continued progress of the good work, I proceeded to 
Palmyra under the auspices of that genial scholar 
Dr. H. M. North, and pitched the tent on the circus 
grounds Friday, June 25th. The holiday season is 
not propitious for our work. "Then the intense heat 
during the day and chilling cold damp of the even- 
ings prevented ladies being regular in their attend- 
ance. It was really at risk of health to attend. Our 
best attendance was on Sundays; yet, despite all dis- 
couraging influences, very much of good was accom- 
plished. Those weak ones liberally inclined hav 
stiffened their vertebree ; many are investigating, en- ' 
joying the novel and delicious sensation of beginning 
to think for themselvs. 

It was amusing to witness the genuin surprise of 
some when they found, instead of dynamite, fire, 
murder, and robbery, Secularism taught justice, love, 
thé enjoyment of a real heaven here and now to be 
won by acts of love, virtue, and gentleness. ; 

Iam much indebted to Dr. North and his amiable 
son and daughter for hospitality and kindness. 

In leaving Wayne Co., I desire to express my ap- 
preciation of the zeal, courage, and self-sacrifice of 
Dr. A. Austin, of Williamson, acknowledged to be 
the most skilful surgeon in the county. He spared 
neither time nor pains to arouse interest, not alone 
in Williamson, but in all adjacent villages. Every- 
thing possible was done by his accomplished wife 
and himself to make the sojourn of my wife, daugh- 
ter, and self pleasant, profitable, and effectiv. 

MowrzzuMA, N. Y.—I am now quartered at Monte- 
zuma. The Tent is pitched on the publie green, 
thanks to the exertions of Supervisor Ross. This 
place will ever be one of interest on account of the. 
bitter opposition encountered here by John Rems- 
burg and myself on our first visit, and the furor of ex- 
citement caused immediately after the lectures by the 
death of Mr. and Mrs. Ross’s little child, the 


‘Christians declaring the death of the child was the 


direct vengeance of Jesus, on account of its parents 
bringing the Infidel lecturers to the place. At that 
time Messrs. Ross and Travis and their wives were 
the only Liberals here, but, thanks to their most 
exemplary lives and patient energy, the sentiment of 
the community has greatly changed. On my first 
visit I met little but fierce denunciation, frowns, 
threats, and gnashing of teeth. Now I am most 
courteously addressed, and faces are. wreathed in 
smiles, with exception of a few very ignorant, uncult- 
ured persons, and even in those there are signs of 
evoluting into, at least, a modicum of common sense 
and decency. I rejoice at the glorious evidence of 
what can be effected for right and truth against blind 
prejudice and dense ignorance by gentleness, perse- 
verance in presenting the truth, and good example.: 
I hope my friend and coworker, John Remsburg, 
may be able to visit this place and witness something 
of the glad harvest of the good seed he so heroically 


and, at the time, hopelessly planted. We had a 


most interested and attentiv audience last evening 
(July 8th) at our first lecture in the Tent, and a very 
large outside gathering—those who dare not enter 
because of life-long deference to Mrs. Grundy and 
poor old Mother Church—two decrepit dames who 
still continue to hold the rod over the timid.and less 
intelligent. But they could all hear just as well, and 
so no loss was entailed. Mrs. Reynolds will be here 
on Saturday evening, and lecture in the Tent Sunday 
evenings, the 11th and 18th. I leave here on the 
19th. The Tent wil be pitched at Boonton, N. J., 
where all communications should be addressed until 
August 3d. Thanks to C. P. Hosmer, of Belle 
Plaine, Iowa, for bundle of ''auv& SEEKERS and other 


papers. .C. B. RzyNorps. 
We hav received the following amounts for Mr. 

Reynolds: 

Momo d P EET $51.00 

John D. Powers........scccsccseeceeeeenes TOC PETISOE EE ; 4.00 


mm 
Socialism. 

While the municipal officers of New York are 
endeavoring to send Socialists to state prison, and 
the press is denouncing them as enemies of civiliza- 
tion, the legislature, without knowing it, has passed 
a straight Socialistic bill affecting one of the worst of 
the many monopolies that take advantage of the 
needs of human being’. 

A few years ago gas companies charged whatever 
they pleased per thousand feet for gas. A few years 
later the legislature passed a bill compelling them to 
furnish gas for $1.75 per thousand feet. The last 
legislature reduced the legal price to $1.25. 

The gas companies are private corporations, main- 
tained by private capital. And while the interference 
of the state is a good thing, and should be extended 
to other abusiv monopolies, it sounds.a little odd to 
hear the philosophical Socialists denounced by the 
men who hav adopted their principles. The men 
who voted for the bill reducing the price of gas were 
state Socialists in fact, though too obtuse, doubtless, 
to see or admit it. 
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News and Notes. 


I had the pleasure while in Butte of witnessing 
Miln’s impersonation of Hamlet, as well as Richelieu 
and Othello, and he givs one of the finest and best- 
acted interpretations of that character I hav seen. It 
was noble, scholarly, animated, and subtle in its de- 
. lineations of that “wave of the sea” which some 

critics rightly call the intellectual Dane. Hamlet is 
so like human life, so like the struggles of universal 
humanity, that this drama, in its philosophy, wit, 
pathos, and passion, has become the greatest of the 
world. It seems to touch all joy and all hope. It is 
the picture of fate and free will wrought with all the 
colors that the marvelous genius of the poet can 
' create. In Hamlet we read our own destiny, the 
conflict that ends only with death. Shakspere and 
nature are one. They giv no perfect heaven—there 
isnone. The path of progress is the path of suffer- 
ing and disappointment. The reward, after all, is 
not in what we reach, but in the effort to attain. So 
the pilgrim thanks Shakspere and his skilful inter- 
preter for enabling him, by the power of imagination, 
to take the ills of life as comfortably as he takes the 
good. The poetry of Shakspere is the philosophy of 
Secularism, and the profoundest religion that the 
human heart can hav. 

With this glimpse of the wondrous and magical 
world of Shakspere, which makes all fate glorious, I 
keep on my way. The country between Butte and 
Helena is beautiful indeed, with the broad plains, the 
' bright rivers, and the mountains spread along the 

horizon like mighty jewels. I seem to pass through 
somewhat familiar landscapes, and at times I 
might imagin I was traveling amid the rugged: por- 
tions of New Hampshire, the rocks, the hills, the 
trees, and the green grass and running brooks are so 
like. Helena came shining on my vision in the midst 

: of a vast amphitheater, whose stupendous walls are 
freighted with incalculable wealth. There is gold 
enough in these mountains, which form the backbone 
of the continent, for the uses of all the world. I 
‘suppose there is enough of the precious metal in 
every brick building in Helena to make a gootl bank 
account for an ordinary man. You cannot take up a 
handful of dust in the street without discerning the 
glittering particles. It is reported that this is the 
land of Ophir, where Solomon found his riches. He 
couldn't hav missed it if he prospected here. He 
could hav built a thousand temples from the jewels 
of this wonderful land. 

Only twelve miles away from Helena rolls the Mis- 
souri, and I almost had a home feeling to know that 
this river, flowing so far to the eastward, was 
plunging through the “gate of the mountains” 
whose towering peaks girt the extensiv plains. The 
headwaters of the Missouri, however, are a hundred 
miles to the east of this point, and its stream flows to 
the west of Helena, debouches to the north, and then, 
with an immense sweep, pours its broad waters to 
the Mississippi. 

Helena is one of the most splendid cities of the 
West,more elegant in appearance than any I hav before 
seen. Its edifices are large, substantial, and perma- 
nent, looking as if Helena had come to stay. Most 
of the cities of the West hav a come-and-go-look, as 

_ i£ they didn't expect to remain a great while on this 


planet, and one would not be very. much surprised to 
wake up any morning and find the whole outfit 
gone. Helena looks much like a New England city 
a hundred years old,or like a piece of New York. Its 
principal street has very much the appearance of 
Broadway, and, watching the throng and the dash- 
ing styles, I could almost imagin myself in Gotham. 
Over across the way I see painted in brilliant gold 
“The Ideal Billiard Room.” That beats New York 
and even Boston. The “Hub of the Universe,” 
although it has almost everything the human mind 


{can dream of, from Plato down, has not an “Ideal 


Billiard. Room.” I wonder what it is. I suppose 
they hav metaphysical cues and immaterial billiard 
balls, and of course they hav spiritual drinks, but they 


0} don’t make one intoxicated, only philosophically re- 


signed. Well, Helena is a bright city; indeed, I 
can't turn my eyes but I see the gold and the silver 
quartz. Everybody is making money, either to-day 
or to-morrow. There is more wealth to the square 
inch in Helena than in any other city. It comes 
nearer to the New Jerusalem and having streets of 
gold than any place I know of. I am afraid that if 
I stay I shall get rich myself, and that would be 
such a surprise that I dare not trust myself to so 
startling an experience, and so I must not remain 
too long in this delightful capital of Montana. 

Of course, where there are money and money- 
making there is good sense, and where there is good 
sense there are Liberals; and there are plenty of 
Liberals in Helena. I had a very good audience last 
evening, Sunday, at the Rink, and I expect to lecture 
here again on my return, and I hav no doubt of a 
packed house. j 

Mr. A. C. Votaw is one of the most earnest Lib- 
erals here—one who is used to fortune’s frowns, but 
who needs no religion to make him a friend of hu- 
manity and a tireless worker. 

Mr. Ed. Busick, of Beaver Creek, came forty miles 
to hear my lecture, and I was right glad to see so 
splendid a Liberal. Labor is sweet when we hav 
such loyal soldiers for liberty, who are as generous 
as they are brave. 

Mr. S. C. Gilpatrick, one of the first settlers of the 
country, and a prominent citizen and officer in the 
territory, I found to be a genial comrade and ardent 
Freethinker. Mrs. S. C. Gilpatrick is daughter of 
that gray chieftain of freedom, James Furgus, who 
is one of the biggest-hearted and grandest Liberals 
in the Western country. He has always been a 


'| pioneer, and has helped to create civilization in Illi- 


nois, Kansas, Minnesota, and Montana, and if he were 
not eighty years of age I hav no doubt he would post 
off to Alaska and develop the resources of the North 
Pole. Furgus Falls, Minnesota, fare named after 
him, as is also one of the counties of Montana by act 
of the legislature, of which he has been many times a 
member. He has been in every station a bold and 
uncompromising advocate of Freethought, as the 
readers of Tue Trorg Seeker know who read in its 
columns his racy speech in the Montana legislature 
against the employment of achaplain. He offered to 
make the prayers himself for nothing if the members 
needed any, and thus save the treasury four dollars 
per day—and I hav no doubt his prayers would hav 
produced some effect, if not upon God, at least upon 
humanity, while the average petitions of the clergy- 
men affect neither one nor the other. Unfortunately, 
Montana, although young and spry and of great 
promis, has got the ecclesiastical bit in its mouth, 
and it has to trot the religious gait, even like Puritan 
Massachusetts. In its new constitution it has an 
acknowledgment of God. Mr. Furgus fought almost 
singlehanded against this dangerous interpolation, 
but unsuccessfully. Intelligent men at the bidding 
of the church stultified themselvs by voting for this 
political degradation. Religious tyranny is not at an 
end when a young territory, supposed to represent 
the vigor of the nineteenth century, in its organic 
law commits itself to a declaration of barbaric faith. 
Montana will enter the Union with the mark of intel: 
lectual slavery on her brow. It is a burning disgrace. 
A few more like Furgus and this “damnable itera- 
tion” would never hav been, and Montana would hav 
been a free and independent state indeed. 

I also met the Hon. Granville Stuart. He is one 
of the livest men in the territory. He believes in one 
world at a time, but he makes that world hum. He 
is chain-lightning itself. 

Mr. Chas. H. Jeffries, one of the leading merchants 
of Helena, is another whole-souled Liberal, and his 
hospitality made my visit delightful indeed. 

Iver Wollfe, one of the sturdy miners of the coun- 
try, whose vigor compels the golden smiles of for- 
tune, is another whose generosity and pleasant com- 


-radeship I shall not soon forget. 


Mr. John Steinmitz, Mr. M. Manuel, Mr. Lewis 
Davis, Mr. Kranich, Professor Yeager and wife, 
Colonel Keeler, and others, will make Helena for 
many a day to come a bright spot to the Secular pil- 
grim who has something to say for this world. 

I had also the pleasure of meeting Mr. E. C. Eyl, 
of Jefferson City, Montana, a genial gentleman, and, 
to his credit be it said, a subscriber of Tue TRUTH 


know he has something to talk about, and under- 
stands what is going on in the world at large. He 
makes a good traveling companion, for he has ideas. 
After my lectures in Montana I shall be in Utah un- 
til July 25th. I shall lecture in Denver August 8th 
and 15th, and in neighboring places during the week 
days. I shall be in Seward, Neb., August 21st, 22d, 
and 23d; at Valley Falls, Kan., August 24th, 25th, . 
26th, and 27th; at^ Lincoln, Neb., August 29th; at 
Omaha, September 5th; at Ottumwa, 1a., September 
12th; at Chebanse, Hl, September 19th; and at 
Chicago, September 26th, where I expect to wind up 
my seven months’ campaign in the lecture field amid 
genial friends such as E. A. Stevens, whose.“ Chicago 
Secular Notes” giv increased brilliancy to the col- 
umis of Tar TaurvH SEEKER — SawuEL P. Putnam. 

Helena, Montana, June 29, 1886. 

P.S.—I think I shall record a vow never to write - 
“occidental” again, for the printer always gets it 
“accidental.” There may be an ax-ident indeed, for 
when I read that I was heartily in favor of capital 
punishment. Would I had a “spell” that could 
reach two thousand five hundred miles, and giv a 
gentle hint to the printer’s devil. I would whisper 
“sheol” in his ear, and he must thank his stars that 
I quote the “ New Version.” S. P. P. 
——$-—— 


Couldn't Stand Tt. 


At the St. John's Fourth of July celebration a St. 
John's minister of the gospel opened the exercises by 
reading a prayer, and the orator of the day, in his 
speech, advocated the separation of church and state, 
and held that the Bible in school is of a doubtful 
poliey. At the close of his most eloquent speech T 
asked for the privilege of making a few remarks, and, 
most cordially, was given a chance, and by the presi- 
dent nicely introduced to the audience. I said: 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN : If the speaker who has addressed 
you has ever done me an injustice, I want to forgiv him 
now, and I now extend to him the right hand of good-fellow- 
ship, and thank him for his courage, goodness, and wisdom 
in introducing the subject, and advocating the separation of 
church and state. I believe in the taxation of church prop- 
erty [an almost universal nod of assent from the audience]. 
There is to-day $750,000,000 of untaxed, church property in 
the United States, and the sheriffs often hav to sell the prop- 
erty of the poor at a sheriff’s sale to collect the tax which they 
are unable to pay. 

And after giving my views about the Bible in 
schools, I gave a lecture about Thomas Paine, and 
told how much we were indebted to him for the lib- 
erty which we enjoy. And so far as I could see or 
learn there was but one out of the many who got up 
and left whilst I was talking, and that one was the, 
good man who read the prayer! We are told that 
it’s ill-mannered to get up and leave whilst a minister 
is talking, and here was a minister who did not hesi- 
tate to get right up and leave during my remarks. 
But why, oh, why did he leave? Was it because he 
couldn’t stand the truths which I was giving to the 
audience? Or didn’t he like to hear me speak kindly 
of Thomas Paine, the “ Author-Hero” of the Revolu- 
tion, who first aroused our forefathers to declare 
their independence? 

Was he thinking of his church, that don't pay any 
tax, while just across the road there is Mrs. Hoyt, a 
poor widow, who would hav been sold out by the 
sheriff for the taxes which she was unable to pay 
—but a few of us chipped in and helped the widow 
out of her trouble by paying the tax for her? or was 
he thinking that I might shock the whole audience 
by saying that Trinity, an Episcopal church, has pos- 
session of ten million dollars of property on which it 
is said no taxes are paid? And it is said this church 
has a bost of old tenement houses rented to the 
poor, but if these are so poor as to be unable to pay 
they are turned into the street. O cruel, cruel 
church; if there is a hell, I am afraid some of you 
will hav to smell fire. 

. But it may be, after all, that the parson left whilst 
I was talking because he was sick. 

Now I want to say that, of the thousands and tens 
of thousands of Liberals in Michigan, I believe I am 
the first and only one who has had the courage to 
speak a kind word for Thomas Paine at a Fourth of 
July celebration. And the best of all, the large audi- 
ence were not offended, but were pleased with my 
attempt to do justice to the one to whom we are in- 
debted as much or more than any one for the liberty 
and happiness which we now enjoy. I tried to de- 
liver my speech fairly and kindly and am well pleased 
that all but the good man who read somebody’s prayer 
were satisfied, and after having closed I felt that my 
attempt to be just to Thomas Paine upon such an 
occasion was the most noble act of my lite; and after 
having finished, had Gabriel blown his horn, I felt 
that I could say, “I’m ready.” M. Bancoor. 


— e 
Complaisant Mr. Lord. 

When John Lord, the historian, was examined for ordina- 
tion, he was asked by a disciple of Dr. Emmons: ‘‘Are you 
willing to be damned for the glory of God?” His answer was, 
“No; but I am willing you should." That is the case in a 
nutshell. Who ever saw a good Christian who expected or 


was willing to be damned? But wito ever saw one who did 
not. expect and was not willing that his wicked neighbor 


SEEKER. I always feel at home with such a man. I} should be damned to all eternity ? 
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Communications. 


Political Parties vs. the Workingmen. 


I want to suggest a few practical propositions to 
the men who work for wages in this country. Not- 
withstanding the'errors that have been made by some 
useless and unreasonable strikes, the might of organ- 
ized labor has alarmed the capitalists, who have had 
to call upon the law, which, backed by money and 
influence, has been interpreted in defense of employer 
against employee. i 

With a large number of men constantly idle, and 
who are ready to take any chance to earn a dollar, it 
is impossible for a large number of strikes to besuc- 
cessful. Other means must be inaugurated to secure 
our rights. 

Nothing is so grand as the majesty of the law, 
nothing so invulnerable. Obedience to it is a part of 
good citizenship, and rightly so. Mark how solic- 
itous the capitalist is about the law. See his purse- 
strings unloosed to influence legislation. But you 
take little notice of this law-making business, and not 
until it conflicts with what you regard as a right do 
you know of the existence of such a law. The law 
that oppresses you could not have been enacted had 
your votes not elected the men who made it. It thus 
appears you vote against yourself. Precisely so, and 
that is just what the laboring classes have done from 
time immemorial. There are two parties, the Demo- 
cratic and the Republican. The issues between them 
are very gauzy, very thin; in fact, the main issue 
with both of them is, how to humbug you—and they 
certainly have done it effectually. 

I will endeavor to show you how both these polit- 
ical parties, each professing unbounded friendship 
and solicitude for your welfare, deliberately rob you 
each one personally. Gould, Vanderbilt, or some 
other railroad magnate wants to add ten or fifteen 
millions to his fortune. The legislature is almost 

‘.openly bribed to pass an act granting authority for 
the issuance of say thirty millions additional stock. 
If you are at Albany, you will be liable to overhear 
the pride stated’ that each lawmaker is to receive. 
The law is passed (majestic law!), the stock is issued, 
sold at fifty or sixty cents on the dollar; Gould & 

. Co. pocket the proceeds. And now, just here is 
where the workers pay for the whole business. To 
pay the increased dividends the salaries of employees 
are reduced, the rates to the public are advanced ; 

“and Gould & Co. are very smart men, and the people 
certainly deserve the name of fools for allowing it to 
be possible for such wholesale robbery to take place. 
In Congress it is done in the same way, varying only 
in details and magnitude. Corporate powers are 
increased by Republicans and Democrats alike. A 
perusal of the daily prints will verify this assertion. 
Now, the point I. desire to make is that God never 
meant that the tired laborer, after years of unavailing 
toil, should die in the poor-house and his children 
people the state prison. God never meant it to be 
so, but it is so. : 

Crime is in most part the indirect offspring of 
injustice. The children of the poor receive but little 
education, being forced to work at the very age when 

- knowledge is most easily received and better appre- 
ciated. By comparison with youths more fortunate 
in parentage, they revolt from labor and become crim- 
inals. Had their father’s earnings been sufficient to 
have kept them at school and given them a fair educa- 
tion, their destiny would not have been forbiddingly 
dark and their lives a curse to themselves and to their 
relatives. How shall we remedy this? How save 
coming generations from the same fearful doom? 
The remedy lies in the ballot-box. What we need is 
a new party, its cohesive power riveted by self-interest 
of. every meniber of it. As it is now, a favored few 
reap the benefits of party success, the rank and file 
modestly retiring and allowing the leaders to become 


immensely wealthy and consequently very influential. |- 


Look in at a presidential reception, a sort of self- 
congratulatory affair, the pomp and show of a few 
fortunate ones who by hook or crook have risen to 
temporary eminence. How beaming the smiles, how 
cordial the hand-shaking, how hearty. the appetite! 
It is not to be expected that they shall forget them- 
selys and honestly exert their influence for the 
interest of the majority of their countrymen. Oh, 
no; that is an idle delusion, oft repeated on the 
stump but never practiced by the experienced office- 
holder. Do you not see what a wonderful man your 
senator or Congressman is? Me is the object of 
interest, not yov, his constituents. He poses as a 
statesman at your expense and sells you out first, 
last, and all the time. What a sarcastic misnomer is 
the phrase, "the people's servants!" Do servants 
dress better than their masters? Do they strut and 
swell out with self-conscious importance? Do they 
make laws against the interests of their masters? 
' As a matter of fact, they are the peoples masters. 


For the sake of your manhood, for your wives’ and. 


children’s sake, turn your backs upon such arrant 
humbugs. Why do you elect rich men to office? 
Why not nominate a good man from your own set? 
Is it the personal appearance, the intense respect- 


ability, the pompous carriage, the flow of words, the 
spread-eagle patriotism, the old stale gags of stump 
speakers, that makes you walk up like lamb to the 
slaughter, handing the executioner the knife with 
which to slay you? Let me tel you that all these 
qualities, that seem to allure you to your ruin, are 
but the veriest sham, and are not skin-deep. Stand 
up libe men; be not bought by money, rum, nor 
promises, to vote for any man. Look these politicians 
who trade in your life-blood square in the face, and 
tell them that you have been duped long enough. 
Remember the remedy is in your own hands; the 
Constitution gives it to you— you can vote away into 
merited oblivion these tricksters and traders in your 
credulity, and supplant them with men from among 
your own order who will not sell themselves to the 
money-kings. Political combination must take place 
ere a fair day's work will receive a fair day's pay. 
Throw overboard the heelers and boodle-men; let 
them work the primaries no longer. Let it become 
impossible for à man to buy an office of any kind. 
Be moderate in action; shun the Anarchist as you 
would any bloody demon. Boycotting should not be 
resorted to but from the meanest and most despicable 
act of an employer, and after all other means have 
failed. But you can rest assured, so long as you 
lay no hands on the person or property of the boy- 
cotted individual, and'do not in any way disturb the 
public peace, that your action is entirely legal and 
cannot be taken from you by any judge or jury in 
this country. They may convict and send to prison, 
but such trials and convictions will be reversed on 
appeal. The Constitution gives to every citizen of 
this country the right of free action, and if one man 
or ten thousand men conclude that they will not pur- 
chase from nor deal with a certain individual, they 
have a constitutional right to refrain from so doing, 
the revised code notwithstanding. Our laws, state, 
municipal, or town, must not conflict with the Consti- 
tution of the United States, but are subject thereto. 

The widest possible latitude in the interpretation 
of criminal conspiracy can include only attacks on 
the person or dona fide property at the time possessed 
by said person.. It cannot include prospective bene- 
fits or profits that may be injured by concerted with- 
drawal of custom done quietly and without breach of 
the peace, and which every American citizen has a 
proper and legal right to do if it so pleases him. It 
is a dangerous and impolitic act to ignore this consti- 
tutional right. Courts and juries are very often in 
error, and but a few days ago the Court of Appeals 
unanimously set aside the conviction of a man 
who had been one year a prisoner at Sing Sing, both 
on the evidence and the daw of the case, consequently 
he was set free after a year’s illegal imprisonment. I 
merely mention this to show the fallibility of courts 
and “intelligent and conscientious juries.” 

“We hold it to be self-evident,” says the Declara- 
tion of Independence, “that all men are created 
equal.” Let this fundamental truth never be forgot- 
ten—" we are created equal.” From the hand of your 
maker you are the equal of any man who breathes, 
and it is only the development by education and train- 
ing that makes the social inequalities. A 

The looking up to men who have attained eminence 
and regarding them as oracles of wisdom to be gazed 
on and listened to with fear and trembling, is the 
curse now, as it always has been, of the men who do 
the work. Hero-worship is debasing to the masses— 
it exalts one man at the expense of the whole people. 
It shifts the burden of thought, of independent ac- 
tion (which is necessary to individual advancement) 
off from the shoulders of millions onto those of idols 
who assume the trust and lead them on as sheep are 
led. And where do they lead you? From the fur- 
thest recorded time they have invariably led you di- 
rectly into the camp of your enemy, the money king. 
Why do you not revolt? Why do you not do a little 
thinking on your own account? 


It is useless to appeal to the sympathy or the 
sense of justice of those who hold you in tighter 
bonds than the sons of Africa were ever held. The 
metal of their hearts is harder than their coin. The 
feeble cry of the ministry against the extortions of 
your masters is drowned in the shout that goes up 
for sinners to be saved. Would it not be far better 
to remove the cause of sin, or at least lessen it, 
namely, poverty, by denouncing the cruel means that 
the rich and powerful resort to to gratify their ava- 
rice? Dare the ministers who preach to rich congre- 
gations tell them that a God of justice will bring 
them to an account for their rapacity and extortions? 
Dare he announce that all men are brothers, sons of 
one God, and that God demands of them to love and 
assist one another, not to lie in wait to entrap and 
cripple one another? If there is one manly minister 
who dare stand up and tell them that their great pro- 
totype, the gentle and loving Jesus, disowns, despises, 
and condemns them, let this minister do it now. 
There never was a better time to tell this incontro- 
vertible truth. But this will not be done to any meas- 
urable extent. What then remains as the alterna- 
tive? Organize for political cohesion. You remem- 
ber that two years ago Jay Gould gave $50,000 to 
the Republican campaign fund. You see in this act 


alone how closely are interwoven the interests of the 
monopolist with politics. He gave it to. insure the 
passage of laws or immunity from interference in his 
schemes of monopoly, the success of which tightens 
faster the iron grip in whieh he holds a large number 
of you. Are you a Democrat? Has the recent na- 
tional success of your party benefited you personally? . 
Are you a Republican? Many Republicans became 
enormously wealthy during and just after the war. 
Are you one of them? No? Then what particular 
benefit has accrued to you by voting the Republican 
ticket so many years? “Ah,” you may say, “itis a 
matter of principle with me, and a man must not ex- 
pect a benefit for voting like a good citizen, as his 
conscience dictatés." Very true; he may not expect: 
a. benefit, but should he receive an injury ?—and an 
injury he does receive every time he throws away his 
vote on men who care no more about him than they 
do for a summer insect. But some one must be ben- 
efited by.political parties. Suppose we ask Mr. 
Gould. Mr. Gould, what are you—a Democrat or a 
Republican? In answer I will quote his own words: 
* Well, when the working majority is Democratic, I 
am a Democrat; but when it is Republican, I am a 
Republican.” Mr. Gould has a very acute apprecia- 
tion of the value of things, and gets down to it in 
very short order. Now he tells us right here that 
not only are bóth parties purchasable, but that their 
platforms and principles are of no consequence— 
mere trademarks, as it were, to distinguish the goods 
—and that he can work one as well as the other; and 
he does. it right along. How he must inwardly ` 
chuckle at sight of the heat and anger, the crimina- 
tions and recriminations, of election times; the en- 
thusiastic parades, the shouts of opposing factions ! 
And I can imagin him, like Iago in the play, skulking. 
behind a Western Union pillar and whispering softly 
to himself, * Now if the Democrats kill the Republi- 
cans, or the Republicans kill the Democrats, or each 
.do kill the other, either way makes my gain !” 

Brother workers, there can be reared a party that 
will do us all material good. It can be organized 
quietly, orderly, legally, and no power on earth can 
stop its ultimate triumph if you will it so. Break 
away from all prejudice for either of the existing par- 
ties. That prejudice is but a sentiment, and was im-. 
planted in you by platform promises that have never 
been fulfilled and were never meant to be. 

The builders of a country should rule it. The . 
drones have fattened on you long enough. Shake 
them off. Enough of trickery, fraud, and deception. 
Set up business for yourselves.. No packed conven- 
tions, secret conclaves, nor cut and dried primaries, ` 


but in the open light of day nominate your men and . - 


vote for them. A party that might be denominated 
* national" need have no intrigues, no underground 
road to nominations or preferment. 
Think for yourselves. The same qualities which 
ou admire in others lie dormant in yourselves. 
Rather let the whole people, actuated by a common 
impulse for the general good, rise in the majesty of 
their greatness than that you should sink to earth 
crawling before an idol which is human at best, and 
more than likely inferior to many of you.. We want 
to work together, consult together as a council of 
physicians might consult over a patient dangerously 
ill, not to parade our learning, not to invite attention 
to ourselves, but to suggest the best means for the 
remedying of our present evils. The organization of 
a complete political unity of the workers of this 
country needs but a starting-point, and quick as the 
morning light it will spread and dispel the darkness 
and gloom of our present serf-like condition. Can 
we make a start? Let me conjure you to give this 
matter careful consideration. We outnumber the 
“better classes” ten to one. There are men among 
you capable of administering any elective office to 
which they might be elected. It is the law-making 
power which we must control. If every leader of 
the workingmen in the various cities and towns of 
this country. would make it his aim to impress upon 
his fellow-members the importance of instant action 
in this regard, the work would certainly go on to a 
successful termination. It is our only hope, and it 
is in easy reach of fulfilment. The dower of a free 
people is said to be self-government. We have but a 
spurious article of that kind at present, but we can 
supply the genuine article if we so will it. And let 
us will it, one and all. WILLIAM ALLEN SMITH. 


—— eo 

Tur Nashville Christian ` Advocate says: “The 
‘Church Congress,’ recently held in Cleveland, did 
about what it did last year—that is, gave each of a 
number of clever men opportunity to invite the others 
to mount his own particular hobby and gallop on to 
the millennium.” 


— —49-9—9—— — —— —— 

Tue New Hampshire Journal says: “And now we 
are told that a minister had to leave his pulpit be- 
cause he used a * plum-colored handkerchief,’ and an- 
other for *rolling up his pants’ in wet weather. This 
is almost as bad as a church we know of which was - 
compelled to reject, at the earnest request of the 
ladies of the church, a candidate of excellent preach- 
ing talent, and universally acceptable to the church 
on that account, because he had bow legs. 
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Anarehy Has Been Misrepresented. 


To tam EprroR or Tue Truma SEEKER, Sir: I 
should think your regard for your friend Gorsuch 
might suggest some check on the malicious misrep- 
resentation in your columns such as is found in “ The 
-Coming Danger," of June 26th. Of course, such of 
your habitual readers as hav noted the statements 
" allowed to Mr. James, Mr. Lloyd, and myself, will 
nof confound the-Anarchist principle as taught in 
Liberty with the crudities of the Chicago Commun- 
ists, and you hav allowed me to show, in answer to 
Mr. Gorsuch, that Anarchy and Communism are, as 
systems of life, incompatible. But since that time a 
series of articles in the Chicago Alarm hav gone ex- 
plicitly into the administrativ details of their notion 
about. curbing individual greed and sharing the 
booty if successful. Which shows not only that they 
hav method in their madness, and intend govern- 
ment, but that though absurd in reasoning and 
abusing the term Anarchist, they are not such hypo- 
crits as some who vilify them. Their break-neck 
course has certainly required some grit, and courage 
does not yoke in the same gear as hypocrisy. I hav 
no right to speak for men of whom I know only that 
they are Communists and prisoners, or fugitivs. D. 
D. Lum, sympathetic and intelligent, can more ap- 
propriately speak of them., Now a word of psycho- 
logie appreciation: Without explicitly declaring 
Atheism, J. L. Andrew declares the ethical principles 
of right and wrong unconnected with God's exist- 
ence, presence, or absence. He takes for granted 
that Anarchists are Atheists, a second point about 
which I am as ignorant as the first; then he goes on 
to say that “the logical tendency of Anarchy is to 
destroy all ethical distinctions and to reduce all 
-morality to a mere figment.” l 

Well, perhaps morality is a mere figment. I find 
it infinitly variable in times and places; I-regard it 
as a synonym of custom, and neither more nor less 
substantial than fashion. But the ethical sense or 
conscience, however elastic or latitudinarian, is per- 


' . sonal and by no means identical with morality, the 


morality of a given social phase, but may be quite 
opposed to it—e. g., a sincere Swedenborgian among 
the Mormons, or a sincere Mormon among believers 
in the eternity of an exclusiv conjugal partnership. 
But does Anarchism as a philosophy or taith weaken 
ethical distinctions? It has been mine for a good 
many years, and my ethical conscience is very acute. 
My experience says emphatically, No. And I am an 
Anarchist for the same reason that I am an Atheist, 
to wit: Because neither in the moral conduct of any 

- government known to me, nor in that of the passional 
world, human or animal, am I able to discern the 
hand of a power more benevolent or more just than 
my own, and I am not Christ-one enough to consider 
myself as ** one with the father." 

J. L. Andrew seems to think that the ethical sense 
is a product of government, since he repudiates it 
equally as an afflux from deity and as an evolution of 
personal spontaneity. But I, who hava stern con- 
science of rectitude unamenable to interest, know 
that, whether it is an afflux from some higher order of 
being or not, I am certainly not indebted to gov- 
ernment for it. Neither does it side like Mr. 
Andrew with “these relations of capital and labor, 
of employer and laborer,” etc., which he says, “ hav 
been contemporaneous with. civilization.” They are 
very different now from what they were, as I remem- 
ber, fifty years ago; still more so from what they 
were before machinery came into use, but always 
more or less iniquitous unless with personal coópera- 
tion. Having always been opposed to the economic 
system of hireling labor and speculativ profits as 
well as to political government with its class privi- 
leges, I must hav got my ethical sense somewhere. 

' But wherever I got it, it is because I hav it that I am 
ar Anarchist and advocate of personal rights inde- 
pendent.of majority vote or what passes for such. 
That morality is a product of government, I admit, 
and that accounts for the prevalent rascality. 

B EpcrwonTR. 
oe ae 
Hang Everybody ! 

To rue Eprror or Tae Trurs Srexer, Sir: In your 
issue of June 26th, in your discussion of the right of 
free speech, you advance the doctrin that Most, 
Spies, Fielden, Parsons, and others of like character 
and tendencies hav at all times a perfect right to ad- 
vocate any doctrin which may seem to them right, so 
long as those doctrins are not carried into effect. 
According to your ideas, the advocacy of wholesale 
murder would not bea punishable offense, until those 
who had become imbued with these pernicious doc- 
trins had actually carried them into effect! You say 
that “the tendency of a speech must be judged by its 
results.” 

The tendency of Parsons’s, Spies’s, and Fielden’s 
speeches on the 4th of May last, at Haymarket 
Square, was to incite riot and bloodshed, and there is 

. no question that such speeches as were there deliv- 
ered were instrumental in inducing those who were 

_ listening to commit a breach of the peace, with what 

' terrible results your readers are aware. 

Self-preservation is the first law of nature. He 


who would attempt to deprive me of 
complain if I should destroy his. . 

-` The notice -of intention to take mine should not be 
allowed to be followed to a conclusion, but should at 
once put him where it would be impossible for him 
to do so. The fault of our government has always 
been too great leniency, and if the scum of Europe 
are allowed to come to our shores and advocate their 
damnable, doctrins, it wil never see its second cent- 
ury of existence. 

I am a respecter of the rights of all men under our 
Constitution and laws, I believe that crime not only 
consists of committing a wrong act, but in inducing 
others to do so. I consider such men as Parsons, 
Spies, Most, Fielden, and men of intelligence wrong- 
fully directed are more deserving of punishment than 
their ignorant dupes. The Constitution of the 
United States (13th, 14th, and 15th amendments 
included) is a safe instrument to follow, and it defines 
the crime of treason as “levying war against it and 
giving aid and comfort to its enemies.” Vallanding- 
ham was not caught murdering Union soldiers, but 
he was inciting others to do so, and was tried and 
convicted, and I only regret that he had not been 
shot for so doing, to deter others from a like offense. 

We hav closed our ears to the foul mouthings of. 
these fiends long enough, and it is about time we 
cried Halt. . 

I hav but little sympathy for the Chicago police 
who suffered so terribly on the 4th of May. While 
supposed to be conservators of the peace, they for 
over two years past allowed these scoundrels to 
openly make their threats of pillage and arson with- 
out protest, and if they were the greatest sufferers 
by their neglect of duty, they hav themselvs to blame. 
I see, Mr. Editor, that you in same edition publish 
the call for funds to defend these murderers, and ex- 
press a fear that they won’t hav a chance to prove 
their irresponsibility for their own teachings. I 
attended their Sunday meetings at the Lake Front 
in Chicago for more than two years, and I heard 
enough from the leaders to convict them before any 
intelligent jury in the country. I on more than one 
occasion combated their treasonable doctrins, and 
Mr. Parsons openly told me that when the time came 
they would commence by hanging me to a lamp-post. 
I am opposed, therefore, to waiting to be killed be- 
fore taking steps to protect myself, but would put 
each and every one guilty of uttering seditious lan- 
guage behind prison walls, where their chances of 
doing wrong would be reduced to a minimum. 
About a dozen years ago a man by the name of Free- 
man killed his own child. The tendency to do so 
was incited by reading in the Bible the story of 
Abraham offering his son Isaac as a sacrifice for sin. 
At the moment the knife was about to descend, the 
story goes, God stayed Abraham's hand and saved 
his son’s life. Freeman had just as much cause to 
expect divine interposition as had Abraham, but the 
God which he worshiped stayed not his hand, and he 
became a murderer. Now, Mr. Editor, who was to 
blame? The Bible. Its tendency and teachings led 
Freeman to commit a crime. I would condemn this 
book for its fallacious doctrins. The good in it will 
liv; but its false teachings should be destroyed. 

Let these men who hav for years openly incited 
others to riot and bloodshed not shrink like cowards 
from the consequences of their acts, but show that 
they are willing to take their chances with their mis- 
guided followers. I hope to see them get the full 
measure of punishment the law will admit of asa 
warning to others, and that the honor and glory of 
our country will be upheld. L. Tenney. 

` Brooklyn, N. Y. 

—— — 9 4-9 — — — 
Giv Us Liberty. 

Iam an individualistic Anarchist, not a Commun- 
istic one, and I hav very little sympathy with Most, 
Spies, Parsons, e£ al., in so far as their methods and 
precepts are concerned. But when these men are 
gagged and their pens broken by the strong hands 
of 4 tyrannical government, then their cause becomes 
my cause, and I protest for them as I would protest 
for myself. In them liberty is smitten, and every 
free man should spring to the rescue. When men 
are jealous not only for the freedom of the free-born 
and anxious not only for the emancipation of the slave, 
but jealous of the liberty of tyrants and desirous of 
the emancipation of slave-drivers also, then we shall 
know something of what liberty means. Let us face 
this question squarely. We call ourselvs Freethinkers 
and say we believe in free speech and free press, but 
do we? In the majority of cases, No. We as Infidels 
hold certain ideas about theology, and free speech 
and press mean to us permission to promulgate these 
views. The average Infidel means only this, and if 
you tell him that true free speech includes the right 
to preach murder, arson, and obscenity, he will shrink 
aghast. But let us consider. What is liberty? 
Turn to J. S. Mill: “The only freedom which de- 


life could not 


‘gerves the name is that of pursuing our own good in 


our own way, so long as we do not attempt to deprive 
others of theirs or impede their efforts to obtain it. 
Each is the proper guardian of his own health, 
whether bodily, or mental and spiritual. Mankind 


are greater gainers by suffering each other to liv as 
seems good to themselvs, than by compelling eaeh to 
liv as seems good to the rest." This, then, is equal 
or social liberty in its broad sense, and that branch 
of it which we are now considering is liberty of 
thought, “from which,” Mill furthermore declares, 
*it is impossible to separate the cognate liberty of 
speaking and of writing.” According to this defini- 
tion, then, we hav a right to think, speak, publisb, 
or do anything not necessarily injurious to others. 
The question turns, therefore, on what is necessarily 
injurious. A little investigation here makes it appar- 
ent that no thought, expressed either by spoken or. 
published word, can necessarily injure or, at least, 
such necessary injury being impossible to prove, the 
whole matter is thrown without the pale of legitimate 
judiéial action. To tempt, to persuade, is not neces- 
sarily to compel. I am not obliged to fire houses 
because an incendiary urges me to arson, nor: to drink 
whisky because the rumseller trolls a drinking song 
inmy ear. Iam not forced to murder because asked 
to kill, nor to rob because invited to steal. Whoso- 
ever is tempted is tempted more from within than 
without. If there were no demand, the supply would 
beignored. Orif you claim that persuasion is com- 
pulsion, then you must allow the criminal who acts 
because of such persuasion to go scot-free, for he was 
forced against his will. 

Let the tempter tempt, the fanatic shriek, and the 
incendiary rave; the strong, the virtuous, the intelli- 
gent, are not deceived; and the only way to make 
men strong, virtuous, and intelligent is to giv them 
liberty, that their faculties may be exercised and 
purified by actual conflict with seductiv errors. To 
“ protect" mental virtue is to shrivel it into a rudi- 
ment. The so-called “ pure" girl, who has learned 
nothing of sex, is the libertin's easiest prey; and 
the ignorant classes, who are protected by police 
clubs from hearing. incendiary theories publicly dis- 
eussed, will be poisoned through and through by 
those theories secretly imbibed. 

How, then, shall we combat the errors of licentious 
speech? By the truths of free speech. In a fair 
field liberty will overcome license and tyranny, kind- 
ness will overcome malice, justice will prevail against 
greed, purity will cleanse obscenity; or else truth is 
weaker than falsehood; or else liberty, kindness, jus- 
tice, purity, are not true, nor fit to survive. : 

What, would you let a man use obscene language 
in the presence of ladies, curse you in the publie 
streets, call you a liar to your face, or libel you in the 
publie prints? Most certainly. Can an obscene 
word injure the soul of a pure woman because her 
ear givs it unwilling audience? Would not her scorn 
and contempt, as openly indicated (by word or action) 
as his filth, wither him with an agony of self-abhor- 
rence? Let à man damn me, if he must, by all the 
gods in his Pantheon. What of it? They are but 
shades, and his curses but wind. If he defames me, 
and his accusation is true, he certainly should not be 
silenced; if false, I need only to prove that falseness 
to protect myself and perhaps dishonor him. Let 
men foam, rant, rave, tempt, conspire, curse, black- 
guard, or defame; their words are simply vicious, 
not criminal, or, if criminal, the freely-spoken truth, 
exposing their danger, is the ample and only just de- 
fense against them. 

Brother Anarchists, let us hear from you on this 
matter! We are the defenders of liberty. 

Let us, therefore, as free men, stand freely united 
to defend free thought, free speech, free press, free 
mails, all of which are now crippled and smitten 
down by the tyranny of our laws and government. 

J. Wat. Lrovp. 


eo 
Mr. Dana Downed. 


We sympathize sufficiently with the writer of the 
following letter, which the Sun did dare to print, to 
giv it a conspicuous place in our columns.’ Among 
all the daily papers of this city the Sun is by far the 
ablest, and it is a matter of public concern that it 
givs so much aid aud comfort to the worst enemy of 
the republic—the Roman Catholic church: 


A reader of the Sun for twenty years, I am profoundly dis- 
gusted with its late constant truckling to the foreign element 
and the papal temporal power. A soldier myself in the late 
war, my ancestors fought at Lundy’s Lane, at Trenton, and 
Cowpens, and at Fort Duquesne, but I stand less chance of 
getting a political favor than any foreigner landed within 
five years. I am ready for a nativ American party, and be- 
lieve it is coming. > ] 

Always a Democrat, I am disgusted to see Secretary Whit- 
ney place a United States revenue cutter at the disposal of 
the papal ablegates, and the president sending his marine 
band to serenade the cardinal prince of the states of the 
church, thus acknowledging the temporal power of the pope. 

I am equally disgusted to see the Sun falsely eulogizing 
Catholic priests at the expense of Protestants, when our 
streets are filled with Catholic rum holes, our public institu- 
tions with Catholic paupers, our prisons with Catholic crim- 
inals, our docks on Sundays with Catholic Sunday-school 
children, and our street corners with drunken Catholic 
church-members, and when the Sun can find any week from 
twenty to forty sleek priests summering at. Saratoga hotels. 
Yet you toady to the Catholic vote and abuse Protestants— 
yon toady to home rule for Ireland and dare not advocate . 
home rule for America. e 

In a word, the Sun would not dare to print and comment 
on this for a thousand dollars a line. 

A TRUE Son oF AMERIOA. 
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Chicago Liberals Terrorized. 


The Chicago papers must be edited by a ‘set of 
ignoramuses or knaves. Fiver since the so-called An- 
archists hav been in jail the journals of that city hav 
made persistent efforts to connect them with the 
Freethought movement, saying that the Liberal 
League of Chicago was the hotbed of Anarchy, that 
the members were equally guilty with the bomb- 
thrower, that they are freelovers, and coupling them 
with the Oneida Communists. Especially do the 
papers bear down upon the fact that Fielden was 
once a member of the League. In describing the 
scene in the court-room at the trial of the Anarchists 
the papers almost daily hav had something like this 


to say: 

“Mrs. PBirsones was accompanied by Mrs. Holmes, who is 
devoted to the principles of freelove, and in days gone by 
was Mrs. Swank, and entertained à motley crowd known as 
the Liberal League by playing a wheezy organ and trying to 
sing alleged original songs in anything but a musical tone. It 

_ is a noticeable thing that a number of the persons who turned 
to preaching Anarchy were at one time the ardent pupils of 
that erratic school known as the Liberal League." 


Then, to vary the program, an editorial like this 
from the Z%mes would bias public opinion: 


“It is reported that a person of the name of Stevens (a 
name indicating that its owner is not an importation from the 
Danube, the Vistula, or the Rhine) has been giving comfort 
and consolation to Socialist savages, and particularly to the 
Ethiopian coparcener of the wretch Parsons, by telling them 
that ‘the manner in which the press and the pulpit hav 
treated the matter [of the Socialist war against society] is sub_ 
versiv of the right of free speech and opposed to the institu. 
tions of free government.’ 

“The statement that the said Stevens was lately a func- 
tionary of an association of religious (or irreligious) cranks 
called the Liberal League adds no weight to his opinion, 
Judge Mallory, of Milwaukee, instructed the grand jury in 
his court that ‘men who, by incendiary speeches and. wild 
harangs, cause breaches of the peace, must be held to a 
strict accountability. The law of this country does not pro- 
tect any such freedom of speech.’ Judge Rogers, of Chicago, 
instructed the grand jury in his court to the same effect. 
Judge Cooley, in his great work on ‘Constitutional Limita_ 
tions,’ a standard authority, holds the same view, and cites 
copiously from a great number of judicial decisions that com_ 
pletely uphold the proposition that there is no liberty of 
speech or of the press in this country or in England (whence 
we hav derived all the liberty of speech that our fundamental 
law says shall not be impaired) to incite what is contrary to 
law or destructiv to the public peace and tranquility. 

** There are not & few religious (or irreligious) cranks in 
this country whose notions of ‘ the institutions of free govern. 
ment’ are doubtless as loose as those of any sympathizer with 
the Socialist savagery. The Mormons and the curious collec- 
tion of ‘freelovers’ in Oneida county, New York, are per- 
haps as ‘liberal’ in their notions respecting the ‘institutions 
of free government’ as any member of the Chicago society 
of religious (or irreligious) cranks that carries the name of 
‘Liberal League.’ 

“Unfortunately the world swarms with cranks. If there 
were no cranks, no fanatics, no fools, and no scoundrels, there 
would be no Socialist propaganda of barbarism, and no sym- 
pathizers with their hellish work.” 


By these means the Chicago journals are endeavor- 
ing to force the conviction of the indicted men. 
Should any of them escape, the editors know that 


-has been everywhere the object of the pulpit. 


libel suits would follow, and they are determined 
that there shall be no chance for that. We are in- 
formed by one who knows that nearly every reference 
to the prisoners is a malicious lie. Had not the few 
Anarchists who once belonged to the Liberal League 
withdrawn from that organization because it had no 
sympathy with their wild ideas and still wilder talk, 
the papers would hav goaded the authorities to 
searching the houses of the known Freethinkers of 
the city, and no doubt some of them would hav been 
arrested for possessing Socialistic literature. In fact, 
several people hav been arrested who are neither So- 
cialists nor Anarchists. The Socialists, who are not 
Anarchists, hav been forbidden to neet, and Chicago, 
owing to the villainous conduct of the press, is under 
a complete reign of terror. The attacks upon the 
Liberals hav nearly broken up the League, and the 
president, L. H. Sawyer, has resigned. The other 
members are afraid to avow their principles by attend- 
ing League meetings, and outside speakers can by 
no means be induced to appear on the League plat- 
form. 

All this is the work of the daily press, aided by the 
pulpit, and infamous work itis. So far as the League 
is concerned, there is no foundation for the attacks. 
Fielden, it is true, was once a member of the League, 
and he and a few attendants upon the meetings en- 
deavored to make the League an anti-state instead of 
an anti-church organization, but his failure was 
ignominious and he was either expelled or withdrew. 
The most prominent gentleman opposing him was E. 
A. Stevens. But, although their open enemy, Mr. 
Stevens does not desire the prisoners persecuted, 
and he does not wish the constitutional guarantees 
of free speech to be broken down because of the 
recent doings of the Anarchists. Even the worst of 
criminals deserve fair play in their trials, and this the 
Anarchists are not getting. Therefore Mr. Stevens 
protests, and it is to his credit that he does. 

The decisions quoted by the 7'7mes are of no account. 
“Judges” are nearly always wrong. They look be- 
hind, not forward. They quote the mistakes of our 
ancestors, aud never see that our posterity will laugh 
at them. They go to a graveyard for their authority, 
turning their backs upon the rising sun. Judges hav 
a reputation for wisdom, but in the majority. of cases 
it is only stupidity. With sensible people a judge's 
opinion has a little less weight than that of almost 
anybody else. 

There is no question that the pulpit and the press 
hav treated this matter wrongly. They hav asked 
for the summary suppression of all social views con- 
trary to those generally accepted, and Mr. Stevens is 
right in saying that their harangs are subversiv of the 
right of free speech, and opposed to the institutions 
of free government. The bomb-thrower of Chicago 
should be punished. If anyone incited or urged or 


commanded him to do it, then that person should be. 


punished as an accessory to the crime. But the 
police are dragging into the courts every Socialist 
they can trump up a charge against, depending upon 
public clamor to convict. The press is denouncing 
everyone whom the police drag in, and connecting 
them all with the Infidels, that the glory of God may 
more abound. In this dirty work they, of course, 
hav the aid of the little pulpit-pounders of the city. 
It is nothing to either the pulpit or the press that 
the Anarchists are not members of the League; it is 
nothing to them that Mormonism is a Biblical insti- 
tution ; it is nothing to them that the Oneida freelov- 
ers are Christians. Anarchists, Mormons, and Oneida 
Communists are unpopular, and comparing the In- 
fidels to them will damage Freethought in the esti- 
mation of the unthinking and the unread. That is 
the object of the Chicago press just now, and always 
The 
vulture and the jackal hav gone into partnership, and 
nothing between heaven and earth escapes the grip 
of the firm. 

We hope that the Liberals of Chicago will pres- 
ently find sufficient courage to resume their work re- 
gardless of the screams and howls of the unsavory 
copartnership. The press will shortly get sober, and 
the ministers are scarcely worth noticing.. When the 
pulpit ceases its abuse of Freethinkers it will be time 
for the latter to catechise themselvs to find out what 
is wrong. As for the press, it voices what it thinks is 
public opinion, and when the public cools down the 
papers will soon find room to retract their slurs upon 
the League. Freethinkers must stand for freedom 
and fair play regardless of misjudgment or slander. 


The Town of Liberal, Mo. 
Liberal, Mo., is evidently undergoing some kind of 
“purification,” though the methods used to cleanse 
the town are of doubtful morality. Just what the 
trouble is none of the parties thereto explain clearly. 
As nearly as we can get at the facts, from the evi- 
dence hereinafter given, and from our knowledge of 
the place, obtained from people who hav lived there, 
the matter seems to be that among the inhabitants of 
the town there are a handful who hold broad doc- 
trins on the subject of love and marriage, and who are 
vociferous in airing their opinions in season and out. 
This expression does not suit Mr. Walser, who 
founded the town and owns most of the land 
around it, and he is endeavoring to persuade the 
sexual reformers to leave. In this he has the pow- 
erful oratorical aid of C. W. Stewart. Among those 
who hav most deeply incurred Mr. Walser's enmity 
are H. P. and Georgia Replogle, formerly editors of 
the Liberal, and now publishers of a little journal 
called Zquity; J. K. Moore, editor of the last page 
of Equity, and Henry Youmans. On Sunday even- 
ing, June 27th, a meeting was held at the Liberal 
Opera House, C. W. Stewart occupying the platform. 
The report of the proceedings is given by Mr. 
Walser in the Liberal of July Ist, as follows, under 
the heading, “ Freelove Got a Black Kye:” 


** The Opera House on last Sunday evening was literally 
crowded to listen to the lecture of C. W. Stewart on the sub- 
ject of morality. Space will not allow us to giv the lecture ; 
we can but giv the results. Every word that fell from the 
speaker's lips were as broad as chips from & brawny work- 
man. 

“ The speaker haudled that social evil called freelove with- 
out gloves. He divested the hydra monster of its gaudy 
vestment, ripped open its rotten carcass, and exposed its foul 
hideousness in all its forms to public gaze that it might be 
seen as it really was. 

“This lecture seemed to be called on. the account of the 
frequent attempts of would-be reformers to subordinate the 
people of Liberal to polyandry, pimpism, lust, and debauch- 
ery, all under the sweet-scented name of freelove. 

* After the lecture was over, those of the audience who 
indorsed the sentiments uttered by Mr. Stewart were re- 
quested to rise to their feet. At once the vast audience, with 
but few exceptions, rose. The reverse side was then put, 
and those not agreeing with the sentiments of the speaker 
were requested to rise, and four rose to their feet. "Then 
ensued & scene which was heartrending indeed. A. brazen 
young man, whose aged mother was in the audience, 
and who has bright, pure, and intelligent sisters, who 
would naturally expect a brother’s protection, and a 
brother’s defense of their honor, arose and placed himself . 
among those whose lustful gratification was held paramount 
to the purity of mother, sister, wife, or daughter. A shriek 
was wrung from that old mother’s heart which evinced a 
sense of pain a thousand times worse than would be the 
fact should death strike the loveliest flower from the family. 
The scene was so painful that tears flowed from the strong- 
est eyes in sympathy with the poor mother, with a corre- 
sponding feeling of disgust for the brazen wretch who stood 
unmoved, as dead to shame, before his mother's sinking, 
bleeding, broken heart. 

‘‘There was one good lesson taught, though at a fearful 
cost of sorrow, which was that Liberal was not the place for 
that class of people. Liberal will not be subordinated to 
those freelove doctrins and practices, as those will certainly 
learn who attempt it here. 

“The world is wide. If they must pursue that course, 
they should go where they are welcome, go where they are 
wanted. As for us, we intend to keep the family altar, as 
far as we can, pure and undefiled from the taints of the 
lecherous libertin and gangrenous fumes of the procurers. 


| We speak from a conviction of duty—duty to ourselvs, to . 


our families, our mothers, wives, and daughters; yea, a 
duty we owe to innocence throughout the land. The people 
of Liberal say Go, and they mean what they say. There 
is a point beyond which forbearance ceases to be & virtue. 
“It was asserted by one of the four that it would injure 
the town were it known that it would not be a welcome resort 
for all classes. Of course ‘all classes’ means the saloon 
class, the freelove class, pimp class, as well as an asylum for 
filth of all kinds. Liberal is not that kind of a place, and we 
hope the world will know it and appreciate it as fully as the 
people of Liberal do. We would rather remain a hundred 
years without one more accession than rise on the fatness of 
filth. The Freethought people of the world are now form- 
ing the material for a monument to human progress, and 
Liberal shall be an honored stone in that structure or none 


at all.” 


When we read this werecognized at once the fact that 
a fight is going on in the Freethought community we 
hav so often had occasion to defend. But no further 
information was obtained till the reception of Equity 
of July 3d. In that journal was the subjoined from 
the pen of H. P. Replogle: 

“ The bitter fight here is not for so-called freelove, for 
there are not more than a dozen persons in the town who un- 
derstand or care anything about the sex question, but a 


question of freedom of speech and press, without being sub- , 
ject to mob violence. Nor are those who hav taken, this 
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stand in sympathy with the doctrins of social radicals fur- 
ther than a right to citizenship, a fair hearing, and protec- 
tion against ostracism for opinion’s-sake. 

“The leading editorial of the Liberal of this week speaks 
for itself more plainly than I might dare. It completely 
portrays the character of the writer, his conception of the 
subject he was treating, just how much regard he has for 
truth, his mode of dealing with those who differ from him in 
his opinion ; and, with its false representation of the subject, 
is a straight pointer to the cause of the attempted mob vio- 
lence of Monday night and the. demonstration of the same on 
Tuesday evening, which was quieted with such difficulty by 
those who feared the responsibility of its acts. In tone, con- 
ception, intention, and manner it is a condensed delineation 
of the proceedings of the ‘sexual morality’ leaders at the 
hall Sunday night. A thorough, impartial investigation 
would undoubtedly reveal the whole matter as centered in 
the desire—of those to whose personal interest it would be— 


.to crush this paper because of its attitude on the labor ques- 


tion. This freelove cry is only a cunning dodge to enlist, 
through the misunderstanding of its principles, the prejudice 


of the people in removing those who dare fight for the rights 


of the capital-oppressed toiler. 
of it all." 


On the page of Equity edited by J. K. Moore is 
printed the following, presumably written by Mr. 
Moore. It is headed '* Border Ruffianism :” 


This is the condensed truth 


own heart and-brain. I would not stoop to notice these low 
tactics had he not misrepresented the real motivs of my 
mother's action in the hall. 

*"To those persons who gave me twenty-four hours to 
leave town I would say: If your skulls are so thick as to be 
impenetrable by an idea, and you still indorse the buckshot 
argument, place Capt. G. H. Walser at your head when you 
visit me again, and you will confer a great and lasting bless- 
ing upon the town of Liberal. Yours for justice, 

** Liberal Mo., July 2, 1886. HENRY YouMANS." 

These extracts show a painful state of affairs in 
Liberal. Every Freethinker in the country is inter- 
ested in the well-being of the little town, and does 
not desire its light hid under a cloud of shot-gun 
smoke. While the purity of the family and the virtue 
of the young are subjects of the utmost solicitude, 
yet if any man’s house has been mobbed and shots 
fired at it, because of the opinions of the owner or of 
his guest upon any subject on earth, a monstrous and 
infamous wrong has been committed, the perpetrators 
of which are a disgrace to Freethought. They are 
more blameworthy than the brutal Catholics who 
threw a reformed Romanist into the river because he 
spoke against their church.. We cannot believe that 
Mr. Walser or Mr. Stewart had any lot or parcel in 


“On Sunday evening, June 27th, C. W. Stewart gave a 
lecture in the Opera House of this place on sexual morality 
in which he found occasion to recommend shot-gun and boot 
logic for those who should attempt to teach his family other 
than that he had been preaching. G. H. Walser then arose’ 
and indorsing all of Stewart’s mobocratic speech added that 

' this objectionable element referred to by Stewart should be 
led to the outskirts of the town and invited to leave, and 
expressions on the same strain. He then called a rising vote 


the affair. But unless they are more vigilant, their 
own supporters will do the town infinitly more dam- 
age than all the slanders concocted by the priest- 
hood. They should bear in mind that they are not 
responsible for.the opinions of Messrs. Replogle, 


right to persecute them for opinion's sake than the 


Moore, and Youmans; neither hav they any more, 


of the assembly indorsing Stewart's speech. The moat of 
He then called for those who did not in- 

Four only arose, Owram, Thayer, Youmans, and 
objecting each of us to some of his expressions. 
Numbers cried out against any of the four being heard, but 


the people arose. 
dorse it. 
myself ; 


finally all were. Walser ordered me to ‘shut up’ repeatedly, 
though he was not chairman. 


* On Tuesday morning about 2 A.M., as a result of Wal- 
ser’s violence-inciting speeches, a mob came to my door and 


demanded to see Mr. Youmans. When he asked what was 
wanted, they demanded an explanation of his conduct at the 
"hall on Sunday evening. On being adversely answered these 
midnight executors of Walser, Stewart & Co. gave Mr. 
: Youmans twenty-four hours to leave, stoned the house, fired 
several shots into it, and left a long dirk at the gate of the 
yard. 


‘These are the agents and agencies. for spreading Free- 
thought and ‘ Universal Mental Liberty,’ the motto inscribed 
I would prefer that Walser, Stewart & Co. lead 


on the hall. 
their own reformatory schemes at midnight themselvs.” 


Now we get the annexed circular from Henry 
Youmans, accompanied by this note: 


** LIBERAN, Mo., July 4, 1886. 
“Dear Trura SEEKER: This circular will giv you a slight 
idea of the state of Liberalism in this town at present. You 
may publish it if you will. Warren Chase, Jay Chaapel, and 
many other honorable men here will vouch for the truth 
of it. Henry Youmans.” 


The circular, with the exception of a personal 
attack upon Mr. Walser, which we hav stricken out 
as irrelevant, is headed, “ Justice: To the People:” 


* I ask all those whose brains are not run in a pair of bul- 
let-molds to lay aside their prejudices and read what I hav 
to say. Iask a fair field and no favors. Criminals on the 
scaffold are given a chance to speak. Victims of lynch law 
are always allowed a few closing remarks, but last Sunday 
night I was howled down by an audience of so-called Liber- 

_als in this boasted home of freedom. 

«C, W. Stewart made an incendiary speech against free- 
lovers, accusing them of advocating and practicing prosti- 
tution, and proposed, as an answer to their arguments, 
to ‘fill them full of buckshot.’ Walser called for a vote of 
those who indorsed Stewart’s speech. I was among the 
four who voted against it. My mother (who is a little 
deaf) thought I voted in favor of the prostitution described 
by Stewart, when I voted only against his foul lies, brutal 
language and shot-gun policy. She asked me to sit down. 
J asked permission to explain, but was denied the privilege. 
It was evidently a preconspired plot, hatched in the brain of 
the czar of Liberal, to incite my own mother against me, and 
through her instigate the mob to assassinate me, as they hav 
since threatened to do. On the following night they attacked 

Mr. Moore and myself, shattered his house with stones and 
with Stewart’s and Walser’s leaden logic. 

“The following extract is from the Liberal, Mr. Walser’s 
paper: i 

*** A brazen young man, whose aged mother was in the audience; 
and who has bright, pure, and intelligent sisters, who would nat- 

. urally expect a brother's protection and a brother's defense of their 
honor, arose and placed himself among those whose lustful grati- 
fication was held paramount to the pumty of mother, sister, wife, 
or daughter. A shriek was wrung from that old mother’s heart 
which evinced a sense of pain a thousand times worse than would 
-be the fact should death strike the loveliest flower from the family. 
The scene was so painful that tears fiowed from the strongest eyes 
in sympathy for the poor mother, with a corresponding feeling of 


disgust for the brazen wretch who stood unmoved, as dead to 
shame, before his mother’s sinking, bleeding, broken heart.’ 


“I defy anyone whose heart is not of stone to conceive of 
amore savage, devilish, and brutal crime than plotting to 
"array a tender and loving mother against a son because he 
refuses to be voted, like a sneak, against the dictates of his 


Christians hav to imprison every Infidel in the com- 
munity of Liberal. 

In the Liberal of July 8th Mr. Chaapel announces 
his withdrawal from the editorship of that paper. 
Hav the action of thé mob and the action of Mr. 
Chaapel any connection with each other? 

gg RSER 
Chili and the Catholie Church. 

The Roman Catholic church has received a set- 
back in South America which Americans particularly 
will rejoice at. The new president of Chili has been 
elected on an anti church platform. The campaign 


‘has been a stirring one, unusually long and bitter. 


The issue was distinct, and turned upon the perpetu- 
ation of the power of the Catholic church.’ Under 
the present laws the government of Chili supports 
the churches and their collateral institutions, paying 
the priests as officials. It also repairs the churches 
when necessary. With' a population of between two 
and three millions, Chili has one archbishop, three 
bishops, and several hundreds of priests, friars, and 
monks. All these draw pay from the public treasury. 
The government also maintains six seminaries for the 
education of priests. The whole establishment costs 
several hundred thousand dollars annually. Catholi- 
cism is the state religion, and Protestantism exists by 
sufferance where it exists at all. In the election just 
held the people were divided into three parties, known 
as the Clericals, the Liberals, and the Radicals. The 
former recognize and advocate the supremacy of the 
church in political as well as spiritual matters. The 
Liberals advocate a divorce of church and state, the 
abolishment: of orders of religious seclusion, the es- 
tablishment of free, non-sectarian schools, the taxa- 
tion of church property, and a constitutional guaran- 
tee of -civil and religious liberty such as exists in the 
United States. The Radicals are a dissenting faction 
of the Liberal party. The Extremists advocate the 
confiscation of church property and the banishment 
of all clerical orders. The influence of the German 
professors who are employed in the national universi- 
ties is said to be strongly Materialistic and to be the 
source of the politics of the extreme party. The ma- 
jority of the young professional men of the country 
are alleged to be thoroughly imbued with Materialis- 
tic doctrins. 

The Liberal party has been in power a short time, 
and the new president, Sefior Balmaceda, was the 
prime minister of the previous administration. The 
party has already enacted considerable legislation 
looking toward a termination of the relations between 
church and state. The civil rite of marriage was es- 
tablished as the only legal form. The records of 
births and deaths were taken from the parish priests 
and placed in the hands of civil magistrates. The 
money formerly appropriated to aid the parish schools 
was denied them, and a bill to establish a system 
there of non-eclectic education and various other simi- 
lar progressiv ideas were introduced. But the Ex- 
tremists insisted upon more radical measures, and, 
failing to accomplish them, split off from the Liberal 


party and nominated a presidential candidate of their 
own. Balmaceda is a man about forty-five years of 
age, who has become conspicuous as a leader only 
since he was selected by Santa Maria to represent the _ 
younger generation in his cabinet. He is a graduate 
of the National University of Chili, has traveled con- 
siderably in Europe, and is regarded as one of the 
ablest, as well as one of the most progressiv, men in . 
the republic. He is reputed to be the author of 
much of the anti-church legislation that has been 


enacted by the Chilian congress. 
——9—99— 

Amour the wholesale conviction of the boycotters of this 
city, and on the labor situation generally, thc daily newspa- 
pers talk like fools because they think that is the way the 
people want them to talk. The people are flattered. 


Tue Army Bill, which has passed the United States Senate, 
increases the pay of chaplains from, $1,500 per annum to 
$1,800. Our objections to this bill are the same that a bank 
would hav to a thief stealing $1,800 instead of $1,500. 


Tur London World says it was the strong church influence 
brought to bear on the council that alone prevented the Uni- 
versity of Oxford from conferring its honorary degree on Mr. 
Irving. The discussions on the subject were of an unusually 
lively description. 

Tne American Tract Society has refused to lease rooms in 
its building on Nassau street, this city, to the publishers of 
Our Country, because it is n labor paper and supports the 
principles of the Knights of Labor. The excuse given with 
the refusal of the lease was ** that the paper seems not in ac- 
cord with the work of the Tract Society." The trustees are 
right in this. The Kaights of Labor are endeavoring to bene- 
fit mankind. 


Tue New York Observer, which hates the Catholics as 
only a Calvinist can hate a brother Christian, charges that 
the Freemans Journal is the only newspaper in this city 
which advertises lotteries. The Observer calls. attention to 
the bill in Congress forbidding the use of the mails to those 
papers containing such advertisments, and unkindly suggests 
that its passage will be a serious blow to Roman Catholic 
organs. 


-—————— 

A WRITER in the Reporter, of Dunlap, Mo., falls into serious 
error in the following: 

tt THE TRUTH SEEKER says that in 66 prisons. containing 41.335 
convicts, it was ascertained on inquiry that there was but one . 
avowed Infidel and two so-called Infidels; all the others believing 
in alifeatter death.” 

Tug TRUTH Sneker did not say ‘all the others believ- 
ing in a life after death.” We said that the balance were 
Christians, and the point we made, and which the figures ` 
prove, is that Christianity does not prevent a person from 
being immoral. Mr. C. E. Kidd shonld be careful to under- 
stand what he reads before rushing into print. 


Tue tricks of tonguey lawyers are viewed by the people 
with more or less leniency, but such a despicable trick as 
Mr. Choate tried to play upon the plaintiff in the large tele- 
graph suit against the Western Union merits a more severe 
rebuke than that administered by the judge. Colonel Inger- 
soll is one of the counsel for the plaintiffs, and Mr. Choate is 
retained by Mr. Gould's:corporation. In beginning his sum- 
ming up for the Western Union, Mr. Choate dramatically 
reminded the jury that they had been sworn upon the Bibie, 
a book which Colonel Ingersoll ignored. ‘ What has my 
ignoring the Bible to do with this case?” interrupted Colonel 
Ingersoll. “A good deal to do with this cuse,” replied Mr. 
Choate, with a defiant air. *'Iask your honor if my ignor- 
ing the Bible makes any difference in this case," said Colonel 
Ingersoll, addressing Judge Lawrence. “Not the slightest,” 
responded Judge Lawrence, "and I so instruct the jury." 
The opportunity was & good one for the judge to hav im- 
pressed the jury, and, through the press, the country; with 
the idea that a man’s religious opinion is his own private 
business. It is astonishing that a lawyer of the emiuence 
and acknowledged ability of Mr. Choate should hav resorted 
to such a shyster trick to make a point for hisclients. A inan 


has a weak case when he has to abuse opposing counsel. 
Se osos 


In Tuk Truru SEEKER of June 19th we printed an account 
of the alleged strange death at Millersburg, Pa., of Samuel 
Motter. It was a story that lad gone all over the country. 
Motter, it was said, was an Infidel, who, with some reckless 
companions, had celebrated the ** Lord's supper” with bread ` 
and beer, after which he had gone home and died, frightened 
to death by ‘‘an immense, ill-formed, and foul beast with 
great cloven feet, pointed horns, and eyes that flashed fire." 
This, it will be seen, is the ideal devil of Christianity, and 
was supposed to hav been sent by God to punish Motter for 
his blasphemy. Our esteemed contemporary, the Christian 
Advocate, by writing to the Methodist minister at Millersburg, 
whittled the story down to a mock service and subsequent 
death of Motter ** with only such fear of death as is common 
to unsaved men." The appearance of the devil was denied. 
A gentleman living in Nebraska, where the story appeared 
in a county paper, sends us further iaformation which 
reduces the absurd tale to nothing. Last spring Mr. G. H. 
Gibson, of Loup City, Neb., wrote to the postmaster of Mil- 
lersburg, making inquiries in the matter, aud asked the post- 
master to hand his letter to any prominent Freethinker. iu 
the place. In reply he received the following, which dis- 
poses of the Christian tale once for all: 

“MILLERSBURG, Pa., April 8, 1886. 

“ Dear Sir : The postmaster of tliis place handed me your letter 

to answer, and in reply I would say there is no truth whatever. in 


the statement. Samuel Motter died a natural death ot heart dis- 
ease. Yours, etc., J. D. Dimes,” ue 


Further comment upon thc affair is useless. 
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Zetters from friends. 


Woopsroox, Vr., July 6, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: I look upon it as a duty for every Free- 
thinker that can spare a dollar in the cause of mental free- 
dom to render assistance to one or more of the plans that are 
in vogue to rout the adversary, Bigotry, that stands arrayed 
. against us. I hav taken this into account, and will for now 
donate, for the Campaign Fund, $8; for the Tent Fund, $4; 
for the pictures, $4. Thé last—the pictures—I wish all 
Christians to see; they speak for themselvs, showing the in- 
consistency of a belief: that this was the wotk of an all-wise 

being. 

Please let this be seen. It may cause others to step out 

and do likewise. Yours for the truth, . Joan D. Powers. 


Dxcator, ILL., June 24, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: W. S: Bell gave one lecture at the Turner’s 
Hall last Sunday afternoon. His subject was ‘‘Superstition,” 
and it was the grandest effort I ever heard. It was based 
upon our observation and experience, therefore none could 
deny the many good points he made. Mr. Bell came here 
from Mechanicsburg, where he gave three lectures. He was 
to hav engaged in a three days’ debate with a Rev. Mr. 
Robbins, of that place, but in order to hav what he con- 
sidered a plausible excuse for not meeting Mr. Bell, he de- 
manded that Mr. Bell should produce credentials in support 
of his good character; but the Liberals of the place told him 
that they would do nothing of the kind. However, the rever- 
end attended the lectures, and at the close of every lecture 
Mr. Bell invited the clergy to come forward and reply to any 
objections, but they were as mute as mice. 

J. E. Remsburg was there last winter and gave two lectures, 
aud is to be there again in August. 

These two apostles of liberty hav stirred that old hot-bed 
of bigotry aud superstition to its very dregs. So the bigots 
** must fight if they should win. Increase their courage, Lord.” 

I hope that the Liberals will make arrangements and secure 
Mr. Bell’s services. They are bound to be highly pleased 
with him. W. L. SANDERS. 


EunEKA Grove, FLA., June 27, 1886. 
I noticein your issue of May 8th an article 


Mr. EDITOR: 


from Sine Die, N. Y., giving Florida down the banks tre- | 


mendously, with its land swindles, worthless and barren 
lands, nothing to be raised without fertilizers, etc. Now, I 
cannot allow such talk in the TRUTH SEEKER family to pass 
without comment. We hav no doubt about there being 
plenty of swindlers in New York. Some of them send their 
victims to Florida, to the West, to Texas, and elsewhere. 
We hav poor lands, swamps, flats, woods, etc.; so has New 
York. As large a part of New York is worthless as of 
Florida, and yet it is called the Empire state, and will be for 
a long time to come. 

I hav lived there, and I say that a man that is willing to 
.work, and knows a good thing when he sees it, can make 
more in five years in Florida than he could in the state of 
New York in a lifetime. We hav already a great many 
Freethinkers in the new settlements, and we want a great 
many more in this neighborhood; but we want practical 
folks that can do for themselvs, that can and will help im- 
prove and build up the country. Two-thirds of the immi- 
grants to the rich prairies West fail to stay and make success 
from the fact they are not used to do for themselvs, but 
workeil for or leaned on others, and can’t adapt themselvs to 
circumstances. There are good and bad points to all sec- 
tions. N. 8. Hazen. 


Toronto, Oxr., Can., July 4, 1886. 

Mr. Enrron: Had I seen the letter from C. L. Jacobs in 
manuscript in your waste-basket, instead of occupying about 
x column and a half of your valuable space, it would hav 
been perhaps in its proper place. What we want most is 
what some one knows or can know, not vague speculations 
that, with a little thought, Mr. Jacobs can see are just as 
impossible to prove as the existence of a God. What under 
the sun can be proved by supposing something to be true, 
and then asking us to believe something unproved in order 
to demonstrate that the supposition is correct? He says, 
** Spirit is composed of matter, but all matter is not visible, 
does not hav weight, nor is it necessarily susceptible to either 
of the five senses, for instance, gas, electricity, magnetism," 
etc. Allthese are known by our senses, and all matter is vis- 

. ible when brought within our range of vision. He then adds 
two more scnses, viz., talking and judging (neither of which 
are senses). How do you know that what you call lower 
animals do not talk to their kind and judge? And a horse's 
judgment is often superior to his driver's. The power to 
talk is a result of physical formation; to talk well is the ex- 
pression of ideas gained by our powers of observation 
through or by means of the senses. 

He asks, ‘‘ Where is the person who has not retired at night 
with a perplexing question on his mind that he could not 
solve, and on awaking next morning it was perfectly clear ?" 
This makes it perfectly clear to Mr. Jacobs that the spirit, 
whatever he means by that, had solved the question. Is it 
‘not more reasonable that at the time you could not solve the 
question you had not sufficient concentration of thought, and 
that during sleep your tired brain was refreshed. Don’t 
ascribe anything to God or spirits that can be reasonably 
explained. 

Then he talks of a person who has lost a limb feeling the 
lost member as plainly as if it were really there. This 
shows ‘that what he calls the spirit is not as wisc as his 
sensés, and therefore not superior to them. If he had given 
any attention to the study of the nervous system he would be 
zbie to account for his severed nerves trying to make a liar 


make your spirit sick at its stomach? Study the nervous 
system, Mr. Jacobs, before ascribing sensation to spirits, or, 


in fact, to anything but the real cause. Wm. CRuROHILL. 


JACKSONVILLE, Fra., June 26, 1886. 


Mr. Eprror: Your cartoon in Taz Trova SEEKER of June 
After a 


26, 1886, givs evidence that the Bible is true. 
tramp gets into jail he takes no thought for life, what he 


shall eat, drink, or put on, as it is brought to him at the ex- 
pense of the city. But it shows, should anyone follow the 


Bible teaching to the very letter, that it leads him to become 
a tramp. AvausT Buxsine. 


Liwoorw, ILL., July 4, 1886. 

Mz. EnrTon: I notice that a controversy ‘still goes on con- 
cerning the propriety, or the etiquet, so to speak, of the 
TRUTH SEEKER ‘outrageous flings” of Brother Heston 
against all.and singular the points of Christianity. The bur- 
den of those who seem offended seems to be that some visit- 
ing friend—say a mother-in-law, or a pious old uncle, or an 
old aunt with a stock of superstition left over from early life 
which has “ grown with her life,” and become the more 
intense as age and mental weakness creep on—sees something 
harrowing to his or her contracted vision in a picture. -Let 
us suppose that your friend and whilom subscriber, H. C. 
Gill, was & Democrat during the campaign of 1884. Of 
course, he had any quantity of those campaign cuts of 
Blaine with his ‘‘ Ingersoll plumes," together with hundreds 
of other caricatures touching things and events. Why did 
he not ‘‘ stop my paper! My Republican visitors don't like 
the cuts; it hurts their feelings?” No; ten to one he had 
the papers strung around loose—the baby had thcm on the 
floor, the pups tugged them ronnd under foot in the very sight 
of his friends, and a happy thought went through him as the 
waving plumes came in sight of his defenseless friends, who, 
&way from their homes, were without ammunition to shoot 
back. But a picture making light of a miserable, God-dis- 
honoring, contemptible old fable is a breach of'decorum— 
yes, an insult to a person who is deceived by false education, 
and whose heart is full of rancor and hate toward all of un- 
like belief. The trouble with our friend is right here—he is 
yet a slave; freedom with all its satisfaction and glory is not 
his. I hav been there, dnd never till I read Kersey Graves’s 
“ Sixteen Crucified Saviors ” did I get clear **out of the wil- 
derness.” Our friend will get there. - 

Ispread the pictures around, and show thereby how fool- 
ish and contemptible the botched-up system of *' salvation ” 
is. Dig at it and under it; it must go as unworthy. A thing 
that rewards crime through the merits of a savior is doomed 
—that is, if science, reason, invention, and discovery pro- 
ceed, but if the world goes back, then the curse of priest- 
craft will grow. 

To-morrow, when the banks open, I will send you sub- 
scription of a party to take the place of our brother who quit 
because of the cuts. 

Yours during the war, 


A. R. CRIHFIELD.. . 


BnookLxs, N. Y., July 4, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: When my turn comes to vote on the car- 
toon question I desire to note ‘the fact that the book of Gen- 
esis bears evidence on its face of being a bungling descrip- 
tion, rather than translation, of pictural illustrations, called 
hieroglyphics, in which it was written before letters were in- 
vented. Moreover, Josephus, in his ‘‘ Antiquities of the 
Jews,” incidentally informs us that the copy of Genesis we 
hav was importantly abridged by the compilers. He in- 
ferms us that Cain found a people in the land of Nod who 
had all wealth in common, and lived generously together. 
To serve his private ambition he found it expedient that he 
should become a land reformer, and persuaded the people to 
divide their lands and set bounds around it so that every 
man should hav the product of his own labor. Their doing 
so established private wealth, and made exchange of products 
a necessity. Then Cain invented weights and measures and 
became a trafficker. His sons became skilled in various kinds 
of handicraft, manufactured such commodities as the farmers 
desired, in exchange for their products, which greatly facil- 
itated the designs of Cain. He also organized plundering 
expeditions against surrounding tribes by which his gains 
were somewhat augmented, and by which it will appear that 
the earth was more populous in those days than it possibly 
could hav been if all were the lineal descendants of one pair. 

That story is evidently a part of the original Genesis, left 
out by the compilers for obvious reasons. In hieroglyphics, 
it is a graphic illustration of the world’s civilization from its 
inceptiou to the present. Where on earth is the ‘land of 
Nod" unless it is the whole earth, whose people hav always 
practiced the iniquities described? And though they wrangle 
incessantly about an unfair division of the plunder, as a gang 
of thieves should hav cause to do, they evidently hav no 
thought of repenting. 

The Tower of Babel, in hieroglyphics, is a graphic illustra- 
tion of the world's religion, whose deluded dupes vainly hope 
to gain the kingdom of God without repenting of the trans- 
gression that makes a sheol of earth. The confusion of 
tongues is an appropriate illustration of the numerous sects 
into which the world’s religionists hav always been divided, 
and hav made the earth a vile pandemonium with their inces- 
sant wrangling, fighting, and bickering about the best 
method of constructing their tower.. Finding it impossible 
to establish a uniform religion, either by force or fraud, they 
left off the effort, and their tower has a dilapidated appear- 
ance common to relics of a barbarous age. Perceiving that 
the Bible philosophy cartoons the world’s religion and civili- 
zation, and being, as you are doubtless aware, an ardent ad- 
mirer and uncompromising champion of the Bible philosophy, 
I cannot consistently do otherwise that vote for the cartoons 
every time; though not that I admire them, by themselvs 
considered, but in the forlorn hope that they will so familiar- 


of his sense of sight. How is it that a disgusting smell will | ize us with pictural illustrations of Bible subjects that we 


| * New Earth and Heaven.” 


| must. 


shall be able to to. read the book of Genesis more intelligently 

and understandingly than its translators appear to hav done, . 
or desired or intended that others should do. . 
J. A. TurTLE. . 


: Burre, Mont. TER., June 27, 1886. 
Mr. Epiror: The people of Butte hav just been aroused 
from their lethargy by our secretary of the Secular Union, ' 
Samuel P. Putnam, who delivered two lectures here on the 
20th .inst. Subjects: '' Universal Mental Liberty" and 
They were handled in the pres- 
ence of a large and appreciativ audience. There were a 
few kickers ignorant enough to make fools of themselvs after 


‘| the lectures—one in particular (an editor) who said he 


never knew a Liberal or Infidel lecturer except he was 
kicked out of some church. Argument apropos of all super- 
stition. Christians hav no other, and say something they 
They know their Bible foundation is tottering, andas . 
they hav no other prop on which to rest they tremble at the 
approach of reason ; and tremble they did at the logic of Mr. 
Putnam, who gave it to them pure and sensible. Mr. Put- 
nam is an extemporaneous speaker, apt, and therefore 
always prepared to demolish the Christian theory when 
occasion requires, as it frequently does, by some arrogant ` 
fanatic asking impertinent questions of the speaker during 
the course of his lecture. 

Mr. Putnam was my guest for about a week, when he 
left for Helena, Bozeman, and other parts of the territory.to 
disseminate freedom of the mind. He is doing up the 
Christians in Montana, and making a host of friends tlirough- 
out the whole territory. We ought to hav a score of such - 
men in the Liberal field. Montana is a priest-ridden terri- 
tory, hence good work is needed badly. After shaking up 
the people of Helena and Bozeman, and visiting the National 
Park, Mr. Putnam will return by way of Butte on or about 
the 16th of July, when he will giv us his ideas on ‘‘American 
Democracy " and ** The Glory of Infidelity." I hope in the 
mean time to hav consummated a Secular Union. We shall 
Soon petition for a charter, and in the future work in con- 
junction with the National Secular Union fighting, for the 
Nine Demands, never tiring until they are granted. 

Montana is a prosperous country. Her foothills and val- 
leys are covered with nutritious grasses; her mountains 
and river-beds decked and interspersed with gold, silver, and 
copper. Her people are wanting in nothing save mental 
liberty, which a large majority refuse to accept, preferring 
rather idolatrous worship of an inexplicable nothing. AsI 
write there are from & thousand to fifteen hundred foreign- 
ers passing my door to pay their tithing and adoration to a 
representativ of the infallible pope. I can see an occasional 
American citizen in this foreign superstitious throng, elbow- 
ing his way to kneel before a representation of the gallows 
that Christ was hung upon. 

As Freethought advances the clergy call to their aid all 
their forces, and in their sermons remind their subjects of 
the necessity of united effort to bulldoze reason in order to 
perpetuate ignorance. They are alarmed at the growth of. 
science, and therefore deny their dupes, by positiv injunc- 
tion, the right of hearing discussion. To induce a Christian 
to listen to reason we must represent a Hamlet, as did the 
ex-minister and famous tragedian, George C. Miln, in Butte 
City last night, the 27th inst. He advertised to lecture on 
“Candles and Footlights; or, the Church and the Stage «s 
Friendly Forces." He drew a fair audience, principally 
Christians, and ere they were aware they had listened to a 
scholarly, refined, and argumentativ discourse on Frec- 
thought, free speech, and universal mental liberty. It was 
grand and logical, and Mr. Miln, as a. Freethinker, should 
not fail to deliver his lecture wherever he plays. 
much good; his strategy in advertising entices the Chris- 
tians to a hearing, and before they hav time to retire they are 
fascinated with his logical eloquence, and thereby hear the 
argument that otherwise they might never hav heard. 
` The newspapers of Butte are creed-bound, and therefore 
insult every Liberal lecturer after he leaves. I will inclose 
you a sample. If you will shake the editors of Butte as 
they merit, I will see that they read the article. 

` O. B. WHITFORD. 


MR. KENT EXPRESSES HIS VIEWS. 
IrnAoa, N. Y., July 1, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: I wish to make a few remarks upon Free- 
thought. We are not free to think, when entangled with any 
collectiv theory. Every individualis a sovereign in himself, 
or, in other words, a fixed star. My observation is that 
there are many (a great majority) who call themselvs Free- 
thinkers, who hav embraced a theory called Freethought, 
and are as sectarian as a church organization. Those are 
not the fixed stars of sovereignty, but are flying meteors, 
suspended, transient, fiery bodies. They possess no individ- 
uality; they do not possess the faculty of sovereignty. They 
hav but one talent to improve, and hav not the force to im- 
prove that. Not that any are to blame for that they do not 
possess. Meteors in the moral atmosphere are shadowed 
forth from universal nature, which is the only fundamental 
guide to truth wheh applied to the higher brain. The 
higher brain is the sovereignty of thought and judge of all 
the lower faculties and inclinations of the human system. 
Nature, as we behold it, corresponds precisely with sover- 
eign Freethought. And yet meteors seem to be a necessity; - 
they count when necessary to organize for strength, and thus 
good and evil balances and rebalances to correspond with 
nature’s necessity for cold and heat, light and darkness. 
These opposits must ever liv, until our sovereignty of 


thought strikes the balance of necessity. We cannot make. 


the world the better (or good) only for ourselvs, and that by 

the sovereignty of thought. We hav the will power to con- 

quer ourselvs when we see our errors, and thus the gate is 
o strait and the path £o naricw that few thee will be saved 


8 


He can do .- 
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. from themselvs. As nature has planted a great variety of 
thought in her embodiment (man), it seems a necessity that 
. all theories are each a link in the chain of unity that is sure 
to come just in the future, when the sovereignty of Free- 
thought. meets ^ his brother-members without collision, 
which is surely a growing tree, and the branches thereof 
will soon become so strong as to admit the birds of tlie air 
(unity and intelligence) in its sovereign boughs. Thus we 
_ shall create a new heaven and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
` the righteousness. ZENAS KENT. 
P. 8.—Please suffer me to add a little. The new heaven 
and earth, of course, is individual experience. It is a new 
departure; itis the knowledge and application of science, 


metaphorically the female of nature, and philosophically the 


so-called woman in her new dress of unity and equality with 
man; in & word, the creator of all good, and also of evil. 
Woman is the center of all worship. Mentally she is our 
leader, our Christ; physically she is our worshipful. She is 
our supreme power; she can create good and she can create 
evil. Asthe steam power is to the engin, so can she move 
man. She isto be lifted up. **And I, if I be lifted up, I 
will draw all men unto me.” Thus saith her lordship. All 
hail to science and philosophy by woman. 


Sr. Louis, Mo., May 81, 1886. 

TREASURER AMERIOAN SEOULAR Union, Sir: Please accept 
the inclosed one dollar, and also my sincere regrets that I am 
unable to do anything financially for humanity. I think I 
could hav done something among the friends if I had been 
ablé to get out, but I hav not sofar. I know something 
cóuld be done here if there was only some one to do that 
something. If it was little it would afford us some encour- 
agement at least.: With us at least corruption has no need 
to creep in; it was let in from the beginning. The original 
link between church and state left justice at the shrine of 
the bigoted and ignorant hypocrits of Christianity. They 
hav held the right under our laws from the béginning to im- 
pose upon justice and make stock of our individual freedom 
and right. And everyone who has opposed them has paid 
the penalty for.daring to hav an origiual idea, or refusing to 
accept what the ‘‘ howley praste ” or minister might say. They 
‘had the rudder in the beginning, and ‘their wonder is now 
that they hav not had this country by the throat before this 
time. They hav.expected before this time to openly claim 
rule here, and destroy this as they hav every country that 
"has ever been cursed with them. And their efforts lately 
` show how desperate thcy hav become at their hope deferred. 
Ihav met them and became quite well acquainted with them. 
I know from my own personal acquaintance, then, why Iso 
` heartily despise everything that even bears the semblance of 
these destroyers.of life and liberty. "Thereis another thing 
embodied in their scheme of robbery and fraud, and that is 
our marriage ceremonies. . We will hav to bear another bur- 
den on account of the church marriage until it has beeu de- 
^ glared illegal, which I sincerely hope won't belong. What 
right has a priest or minister to any revenue from “the state 
:.or people.any more than a barkeeper or carpenter? And if 
„there is any fee attached to any legal ceremony it surely is 
due to the state, and should be performed .by a state official. 
They are not officials, and should be debarred from doing 
the,work of officials, even though they did it for nothing. For 
what little of liberty we do retain we should ever be grateful 
to the noble ones who, like Thomas Paine and Colonel 

^ Ingersoll, hav dared to call out in the name of humanity. 

Mary Dorr. 


LiNoorN, ILL., June 19, 1886. 
Mr. EpnrroR: I notice that many of your correspondents 
are writing about the illustrations. I presume you want to 
get the opinion of your readers in order that you may govern 
yourself accordingly in the future. Let me say my say: 1l 
am inthe “sere and yellow leaf," and hav had much to do 


with papers and publishing, anl hav noticed the matter of 


illustrations very carefully. Some subjects are not suited by 
their nature for delineation, but a subject that is susceptible 
of caricature should be so handled. I can think of nothing 
more adapted to tlie artist's pencil than the infinitly ridicu- 
lous niass of silly, offensiv, disgusting, and imbecil stuff 
called ‘Inspired History," ‘‘ Plan of Salvation," '' Rond to 
Glory,” ‘‘ Vicarious Atonement,” ** Abraham's Bosom,” and 
` go on, ad nauseam. I well remember that in boyhood I was 
regaled with a picture in the “ blessed Bible" of the devil, 
with forked tongue and barbed tail. I trembled-and shiv- 
ered when I looked upon his majesty’s phiz. Yes, pictures 
are telling things; let them go on. My subscription is in 
place of that brother who quit because of his orthodox 
friends not liking the cuts. I willsend you some others, now 
promised, to take his place, also. Let it hit the orthodox— 
the orthodox hit the Freethinker many hard raps, and tell 
many lies on him. Yours truly, A. R.C. 


: Borivar, Mo., June 28, 1886. 
Mr. Eniro 2: Inclosed find $5, to be applied as per inclosed 
memorandum. The books that I bought of you last summer 
are worn out, I having loaned them so much. My TRUTH 
Seeker is read by at least a dozen, and I expect-to get you 
some subscribers soon. We all think the illustrations just 
*immense." They will largely increase your circulation. I 
shall be able to do'something to circulate Liberal books and 
tracts more than I hav done. There is a large Liberal ele- 
ment here. I am in the grocery business, and hav a good 
chance to find out, as I am an outspoken Liberal myself. 
Bolivar is a beautiful little city of three thousand inhabit- 
ants, and a Union could be organized here if some one would 
come and giv us a course of lectures. I hav been in corre- 
spondence with Mr. Remsburg, but he has never found it 
. cənven ient to come here. We hav five churches, but they 
do not hav it all their own way, by any means, as many of 


the intelligent people are Liberals ‘and not afraid to defend 
their views. C. L. CURTIS. 


Logansport, IND., June 15, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: You will find inclosed $5 for THz TRUTH 
SEEKER. It wil be impossible for me to do without this 
valuable paper. 1 know I could not be saved if I was to giv 
up Tae TRUTH SEEKER: Just as long as I read it and prac- 
tice its teachings I am satisfied my salvation. is sure. When 
I look at those pictures I can see my way clear into heaven. 
Tux TRUTH SEEKER sometimes says there is no religion, which 
I cannot believe, for I am convinced there is religion in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. Hoping the work may continue as long as 
the sun may shine. Yours, JOEN G. KESSLER. 
Oakton Wis., June 11, 1886. 

Mr. EDITOR : Agreeable to promis, I will now send you 
$3 for another year’s subscription for your valuable paper. 
Now, I am not much given to flattery, but my affection for 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER is so great that I should feel as if I was 
in an unfurnished house without it. And I heartily indorse 
all your cartoons. I should like very much to see a dramatic 
company organized to play some of those Bible pieces. Let 
them giv it to ther in light doses at first, and it would not 
be long before they could hav an open sea on the stage, con- 
taining Jonah and the whale, with all the modern improve- 
menta. 

At the post-office, the other morning, I met my old enemy, 
Rev. Mr. McNarey, and he spoke about the weather being 
very dry, and I told him that when I was.a boy all the 
church folks used to pray for rain in a dry. time, but it seems 
they don’t do it any more. Well, one word brought on an- 
other, until we got to speaking of ancient and modern times, 
and I told him that in ancient times our forefathers plowed 
with a crooked stick, but if a man should do so now people 
would call him a fool. ‘‘ And,” said I, “it is the same way 
with religion; what was popular then would not do for us 
now, for everything must evolute together.” Then he 
seemed to be in quite a hurry, and started off, and as he left 
me I could not help but remark that the good Lord always 
selected strong, able-bodied men for preachers, and I said to 
myself, ** Would it not look better if some of our pulpits 
were filled with some of our crippled soldiers?” I hav heard 
a great deal about civil service reform, and when I look 
around and see a lot of big, strong, hearty fellows filling all 
the pulpits (and I never knew one crippled preacher), I can’t 
help thinking that it is high time that God went into the 
civil service reform business. 

This is the worst priest-ridden town I was ever in, and all 
the lecturers on the road seem to giv it a wide berth. When 
Iread Tur Truru SEĚER, no part of it does me so much 
good as a letter from John R. Kelso, and some of them hit 
every button on my vest. Tell him to do so some more. 

Yours always, Gro. M. Hare. 


Newark, O., June 27, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: My- writing and speaking for several years 
past has been entirely upon the “labor question,” as that is 
looming up in such a way as to take precedence over all 
other questions; hence I hav not cared much about any of 
the religious isms, but when Isee an article such as appeared 
in Tug TRUTH SEEKER of June 12th over the signature of L. 
L. Northup, Materialist, I can hardly refrain from paying it 
a passing notice, at least. I am emphatically a Liberal, an 
Atheistic Spiritualist, as godless and untrammeled as the sub- 
lime oak. I do not say I am a Spiritualist without giving a 
reason why. I do not make an assertion without being able 
to back it up, and whoever does has some of the hlood of 
bigotry coursing in his or her veins. Brother Northup speaks 
of the ‘evil influences of Spiritualism, and says some one 
has been incarcerated within an insane asylum by having 
received an overdose of humbuggery and supernaturalism 
by attending Spiritual seances, etc.” He further says: ‘‘ With 


the many examples where bright intellects hav been be- 


clouded in the attempt to investigate and fathom that fanat- 
ical humbug, it seems strange that there should be anyone 
who would waste their time upon either of those twin relics 
of barbarism, orthodoxy and Spiritualism.” Again he says: 
* Should you publish the account of all those who break 
down from the influence of that other delusion—Spiritual- 
ism—the number would be appalling.” Hear him further: 
* Renouncing orthodoxy and taking up Spiritualism as a 
substitute is very much like the old saying, ‘jumping from 
the frying pan into the fire." Now, Brother Northup, I am 
after you. If there is any one thing you Materialists pride 
yourselvs in, it is in dealing in facts. Will you please inform 
us wherein consists the evil influences of Spiritualism? Please 
tell us of one single person in the asylums to-day who was 
brought to a demented state of mind by and through the in- 
fluence of Spiritualism—please giv us the particulars of one 
single case. None of your assertions. We Spiritualists want 
facts, and we demand the facts of you Materialists. You 
call Spiritualism a “fanatical humbug.” Please tell us how 
you know it to be a ‘‘ fanatical humbug.” ‘You hav asserted 
it and ourorthodox friendsassert thesame. Brother Northup, 
prove your assertion like a man, will you? Will you tell me 
of a single brilliant intellect which has become beclouded by 
investigating the “ fanatical humbug?” Twin relics of bar- 
barism, orthodoxy and Spiritualism. Indeed! In what re- 
spect is Spiritualism barbarous? Will you please tell us? 
You hav accused Spiritualism of being barbarous, and, of 
course, Spiritualists are barbarians. Come down now with 
facts and figures and prove your accusations. I am one of 
those very fellows whom you speak of as ‘‘ jumping from 
the frying pan into the fire, by renouncing orthodoxy and 
accepting Spiritualism.” 

Brother Northup, you hav my entire sympathy for the su- 
preme ignorance you manifest in regard to Spiritualism. 
You hav bit off more than you can ‘‘chaw.” I am not 


going toask you to inform the readers of Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
what you really know about Spiritualism, for I àm well 
aware, from the flimsy assertions in your article, that you 
don't know anything about it, or you would not hav made ~ 
so many assertions which you cannot prove. Can you dis- 
prove Spiritualism? Can you prove Materialism to be true? 
I challenge any Materialist to prove Materialism to be true. 
Do you know that death ends all? If so, please tell us how 
you know it? ` 

Come now, brother, giv us good, solid facts. No more of 
your assertions, for they are teo orthodox for me. My 
good brother, when you shall hav investigated Spiritualism 
for over a third of.a century, and hav paid several hundred 
dollars to get the facts, as the writer has done, you will, no 
doubt, know more about Spiritualism. Yes, sir; I hav 
spent time and money to get the facts, and I hav got them. 
When I am asked how I came to be a Spiritualist, I can 
proudly say, by having it demonstrated to me scores and 
scores of times, and not in the asylum either. When I ask 
you why you are a Materialist, what can you say? Hav you. . 
had it demonstrated to you? Not much, brother. You can 
say Materialism is true because it is. It is true because 
death ends all, because life is the result of organization. 
‘Can you prove your position? Aye, there's the rub! Our 
orthodox friends say we liv after death because we do—be- 
cause. They say Jesus is the savior of the world because he 
is. They cannot prove their assertions, neitlier can you. 
Are you not inthe same boat as far as the facts are con- 
cerned? ‘You believe death ends all. Our orthodox friends 
believe we liv beyond the grave. Theirs is belief; so is 
yours. i 

Now, my good brother, you cannot reason iinmortality 
out, neither can our orthodox friends reason it in. There is 
no way of knowing that we liv beyond the grave only by 
positiv demonstration. If you hav not had that evidence, do 
you know that I hav not? 

J hav had many confabs with Materialists, and I like them, 
for they are mostly jolly good fellows; but I do object to 
their calling Spiritualism ‘a ** relie of barbarism,” a “ fanat- 
ical humbug,” a ‘ delusion,” etc. I do object to being ac- 
cused of “jumping from the frying-pan into the fire,” for 
rejecting orthodoxy and accepting Spiritualism. 

Brother Northup, a little parting advice, and I close. 
Don’t make any more assertions about something you don’t 
know anything about; it is not pretty, it is not wise, and 
whoever does is a bigot. If you hav been too dignified 
heretofore to investigate Spiritualism, please get down from 
your exalted position, and set yonr fertil brain to investigat- 
ing. Don’t ridicule a thing you don’t know anything about. 
You may think it beneath your dignity, but then if Profes- 
sors Crookes, Varley, and Zoellner, of Europe, and Robert 
Dale Owen, Judge Edmons, Henry Kiddle, and Professor 
Hare, of this country, could condescend to investigate the 
great problem of a continued existence, it certainly would 
not degrade you; but if your brain could not stand the 
racket of investigation, and there is danger of your turning 
up in an insane asylum, you had better let it severely alone, 
and you would do equally as well to let Christian bigots do 
the ridiculing, as it illy becomes a Liberal to do 80. 

One word more. I ask you, brother, in all good nature, 
to tell us how you know Materialism to be true, and how 
you know Spiritualism to be untrue, a ‘‘ fanatical delusion,” 
a “relic of barbarism,” attended with ** pernicious and evil 
influences,” etc. If you can’t do this by facts, forever hold 
your peace. . A. ALLEN Nog, Atheistic Spiritualist. 


Leavenwortrn, Kan., June 25, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: A lady ‘‘clairvoyant” has been holding forth in 
our city for a few days, and so deftly did she and her attend- 
ant perform their tricks that quite a number of converts were 
gathered in. Her attendant would pass through the audience, 
and she, blindfolded, would describe the articles shown to 
him. The wording and manner of asking the questions, of 
course, gave her the name, color, shape, etc., of the article. 
No one but the attendant was allowed to ask questions. 
There are'as many different combinations of words in asking 
what an article is as there are likely to be articles exhibited— 
many hundreds no doubt. But her trump card was reading 
sealed letters. Cards and envelopes were distributed and 
people requested to write brief sentences on the caras, slip 
them into the envelopes and seal them. They were then 
gathered up and laid upon the table fifteen fcet in front of 
the audience. One àt & time they were picked up and laid 
on the lady's head, and the writers thereof ‘‘ paralyzed” at 
hearing their contents accurately read. Some said it was 
spirits, others that it was mind reading, still others that it 
was clairvoyance, while a few knew it was the devil. The 
lady stood at the table, on which was a lamp, and faced the 
audience. When the first letter was laid on her head she 
would improvise a fictitious reading. Then the attendant 
would rip it open, and gazing intently at the card, repeat the 
lady’s pretended reading. Then a confederate would or 
would not sing out from the audience that he was the writer 
and that the reading was correct. Then the attendant would 
pick up another letter (dropping the card at the table in front 
of the lady in a way to escape observation) and place it on 
her head; but instead of reading that one she would peek 
down by the end of her nose under the blindfold and read 
the card taken from the former letter and just dropped there. 
Up would jump some astonished well-known citizen and de- 
clare himself the writer and that the reading was correct. In 
the mean time the attendant had ripped it open, verified the 
reading, dropped the card on the first one, snatched up an- 
other letter and placed it on her head, and so on till all were 
read (the last letter being a blank), and some fifteen or 
twenty persons had testified to the genuinness of the reading, 
all of which shows how extremely easy it is to humbug the 
masses. S. R. SHEPHERD. 
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Children’s | Garner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixon, Fall 
ver, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes & pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour.” 


Lines 


WRITTEN IN MY GARDEN AFTER RAIN. 
Sunshine bright warming us, 
Singing birds charming us, 

Thoughtless uf care; 
Flowers nodding plumes to us, 
Yielding perfumes tous, > 

Flushing the air. 
Rain clouds are leaving us, 
Tired of grieving us 

With their long stay ; 
Rain drops hang glittering, 
Where the birds twittering, 

Swing on the spray. 


Sweet now the greenery. 
Of all the scenery, 

Bright is the stream; 
Flashing in splendor still, 
Purling so tender still, 

Music its theme. 


See, on the trelia there, 

Clusters thick, rich, and fair, 
Longing eyes greet; 

There, too, ’mong leaves and stems, 

Glinting, lurk garden gems, 
Strawberries sweet. 


Round us the harvest-yield, 
Flooding each stretching field, 
Nods in the light; 
Proudly the tasseled corn, 
Valley and hill adorn, 
Radiant and bright. 


Thanks to the sun and rain, 
Thanks for the fruit and grain, 
Thanks for the stream ; 
Thanks for the good so rife, 
Thanks for the joy of life, 
Thanks be our theme. 
Le Roy. N. Y. Joun McInrosu. 


oe 
Little Sun Lee. 


_ PRIZE STORY. 

Little Sun Lee lived in far-away China. He 
was only nine years old, and having no 
mother he lived alone with his father, who 
was very poor. 

One day Hop Lee (that was his father's 
name) heard some of his friends talking of 
‘‘Melika,” and they said in their strange 
tongue that it was many miles away across 
the deep sea, but it was a fine place indeed, 
and that everybody had plenty to eat and to 
wear, and that the ** Melican man paid heapee 
money for washee." 

So Hop Lee came home very much excited 
about this wenderful country, which he had 
never heard of before, and he told little Sun 
about it, and after talking it over Hop de- 
cided to take his boy and go to the ** Melika 
land," and go into the laundry business. It 
took him à long time to earn all the money 
necessary, but at last they were all ready at 
Canton to take the big steamer and begin 
their journey. They hoped the land would 


l .be better than the sea, which they thought 


was truly horrible. 

At last they arrived at ‘‘Slan Flanslisco,” 
and how astonished they were, to be sure! 
How they gazed in open-mouthed wonder at 
the buildings, and the people! And how 
they longed for China because it was their 
home ! : 

Near the steamer’s landing an enterprising 
Chinaman had set up a Chinese boarding. 
house, and to this place Sun and his father 
made their way, and there it scemed quite 
homclike to poor little Sun, who, having not 
seen & Chinese child for & whole month, 
found a good deal of comfort in the society of 
the Chinese men boarders. 'The rice and 
chopsticks, screens, fans, matting, clothes, 
and everything in the boarding-house seemed 


‘so good that Sun and Hop hated to leave it, 


but Hop had but little money and he could 
not spend so much while earning nothing. 

So before long another Chinaman, Sin Fun, 
and Hop had opened a little shop where they 
promised to ‘‘ washee and ilon velly cheapee 
for Melikan mans." Here Sun was occupied 
for quite a while in opening the chests, 
spreading the matting, putting up screens, 
and unpacking rice, chopsticks, teacups, fans, 
and such things, while his father and Sin Fun 
walked the streets trying in “crooked Eng- 
lish " to strike a bargain in tubs, irons, iron- 
ing-boards, soap, boilers, and other washing 
materials. 

At last they were ready and their sign hung 
out. At first trade was dull and Hop discour- 
aged, but as the ‘‘ Melikan mans” found out 
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how well the partners did their work, trade 
iucreased rapidly. : : ac 
One great hindrance was that neither Sin 
nor Hop could ''vellee well. speakee Eng- 
lish.” So they determined to: send Sun to 
School. 'The boy didn't know whether to be 
glad orsorry. First he would think of the 
strange manners and language of the chil- 
dren, and then he would think of the fact that 


he would very soon learn their- language and: 


then it would be almost as good as.if they 
were Chinese, because he would hav them to 
play with. s 

The first day of the .schóol term came, and 
Hop took his son to school. No one was 
surprised to see them, because in San Fran- 
cisco Chinamen are very common. It was 
decided, after a good deal more of the 
“crooked English" talk, that Sun ‘should 
attend the school regularly, and soat the noon 
hour Hop spent half a dollar.in buying a 
slate, pencil, and reading card for Sun.. How 
delighted he was, having never-seen one be- 
fore, and taking the pencil he began to make 
lines on the smooth surface of the slate. He 
marked a little while and then sat **looking 
into nothing" for a long time. 

Suddenly he sprang up, and, running to 
the back room, he snatched one of the Chi- 
nese fans and taking up the slate and pencil 
he began to make lines in the shape of the 
picture that was on the fan, three oddly 
dressed Chinese boys flying a green kite into 
ared and green sky. Oh, how Sun laughe:l 
when it was finished and he thought it would 
please his father very much! So after the 
work was done and the gas lit (another ‘“ Mel- 
ikan" wonder), Sun brought the picture and 
showed it to old Hop. It pleased them both 
very much, and Hop was very: proud of his 
boy. Well, after this Sun brought the pre- 
cious slate and pencil home every night, and 
not only copied pictures but made them up 


himself Once old Hop tried it, but failed | ` 


miserably. But this made him think more 
than ever of his son. f . 

Sun did well at school, also, and from hear- 
ing the other children talk he soon spoke 
very well indeed, and was by this time learn- 
ing to read and write. But after a few 
months school closed for the long vacation 
and time hung heavily on his hands. Now 
something wonderful happened.. - 

One day as Sun was strolling up one of the 
largest streets he Saw a man surrounded by a 
group of children, but he could not see what 
was going on. Now Suh was a very inquisi- 
tiv little fellow, and pushing through the 
crowd, he saw the man standing. on a box 
putting colors from a box onto an outlined 
picture. Sun waited to see several of thc 
children buy a box of the colors and a brush, 
and then, waiting for nothing else, he ran as 
fast as his legs could carry him to his father, 
and telling him about it, got some money to 
buy a box of the colors and soon returned 
very happy indeed. Now the vacation was 
no longer dull, but Sun began to almost wish 
it would last forever. With another kind of 
pencil which he had learned to use at school 
(lead pencil) and rice paper he copied the 
pictures off the fans, but now he colored 
them. He had several of these sketches lying 
on the counter of his father's laundry one day 
after school had begun, when a man came in 
with. some work for Hop. He admired.the 
pictures, for they were, indeed, quite nicely 
done, and looked as if they had come direct 
from China itself; and I supppose that is 
what the man thought at the same time he 
thought they were for sale. Picking out two 
of the prettiest, he handed Hop seventy-five 
cents and walked out. Old Hop, prouder 
than ever of the boy, laid the money down 
among the remaining pictures, where the 
others had been, and where Sun would be 
sure to look on his return from school. In 
about an hour Sun came running in to get to 
work with his paints, and supposing the 
money was his father’s, said. nothing, but 
gathered up the pictures. ‘As quick as a wink 
he missed the two (for they were his best) 
and asked his father what had become of 
them. 'He was then told the Story of the 
man's buying them and he was even more 
delighted than Hop had éxpected. He looked 
as he had the day that copying the pict- 
ures had come into his head, and then run- 
ning back of the store he brought some of his 
other pictures and some. pins and fixed them 
in the window. After that he took a thick 
piece of white paper and printed on it in the 
School letters, ‘‘ To sell.” 

He then spoke, asking Hop, who had becn 


.| looking wonderingly on at this smart little 


son (Sun) of his, to “ comee see,” and, going 
outside the window, looked in at the pictures, 
which really looked very pretty, and because 
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they were rough and rude, all the more like 
the pictures on screens and fans from China. 
Then, snatching his hat, he went up town, 
where he had seen other and better paints; he 
invested his first earnings in a splendid new 
box of colors. People passing the window 
were attracted by the oriental looking work, 
and when, one day, 4 lady came in with some 
fans and later with some bamboo screens to 
be decorated, Sun thought his fortune was 
made. This was all some three years ago, 
and now Sun has a neat little store on one of 
the busiest streets of San Francisco, where he 
works at decorating screens, fans, and such 
things, and sells tea, oriental tea sets, Chinese 
dolls, Chinese lanterns, and all those things 
which are sold in the attractiv looking little 
Chinese stores to be seen on our principal 
streets, and where so many pretty little deco- 
rativ articles are sold. Sun is very happy in 
his business, which is both pleasant and prof- 
itable; and old Hop is prouder than ever of 
his ingenious little son, and will always re- 
member the day when, in far away China, he 
heard the Chinamen talking of ‘‘ Melika,” 
which was many miles across the deep sea, 
and that it was a very fine place indeed, where 
everybody had plenty to eat and to wear. 
Cora Stewart (aged fourteen), 

Winning the prize of $4 offered by D. B. Co- 

zine in THE TRUTH SEEKER of June.5, 1886. 

—— 99 — — — — 
A Word to Competitors for Prizes. 

We are sorry to say that some of our 
young friends are copying stories from news- 
papers and sending the same to us as original. 


Stories, in order to receive attention, must be |: 


original. Write legibly, on one side of the 
paper only, spell and punctuate properly, and 


let your work be that of your own brain and |. 


not anothér’s.—Ep. C. C. 
— —— —9-$————————— 


Our Puzzle Box. 


1.—Pr. 
Het rowdl si ym nocuryt, ot od odog ym 
igenrilo. Lye D. Gavrr. 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 


2.—DEOAPITATED PUZZLE. 


In the above picture find four words, each 
of which, by losing its first letter, is repre- 
sented by the next symbol in the puzzle. 
ANSWER TO PUZZLES IN THE OHILDREN'8 CORNER, 

JULY 3, 1886. 

1.—Be not proud, be not silly, be indus- 
trious, be courteous, be not cross, be not self- 
ish, be prudent, be independent. Read from 
center outward. 2.—They are trying to 
prop-a-gate. 

SorvEns.—P. P. Applegate, H. J. Mes- 
singer, Olive Manton. 

a 


Correspondence. 


Bangor, Mez., July 2, 1886. 
Dear Miss Wixon: You will begin to 
think I am a very neighborly subscriber, for 
I hav written yon once before. I hav been 
reading Tne TRUTH Sgerer a good deal 
lately. ` I think the pictures.in the front and 
back pages are very funny indeed. I see by 
the last paper that there are no letters in 
print, so that if this is not too long and isa 
good letter it can be put in at once. If so 
you will oblige, MARIE Stewart. 
SPRINGFIELD, ILL., June 27, 1886. 
Dear Miss Wixon: We read Tur TRUTH 
SEEKER and like the Children’s Corner very 
much. We go to Sunday-school and hav a 
nice teacher, but she tells us 80 many strange 
things. A few Sundays ago she told us 
about Christ feeding five thousand people on 
two fishes and five loaves of bread. T think he 
had better try that plan now, for we hav lots 
of little girls and boys in Springfield that are 
hungry, and I know they would be willing to 
eat bread and fish. She tells us, too, that 
God is everywhere, and with us all the time, 
but our eyes are not the right kind to see 
him. IfI am to go to heaven I want to see 
what kind of a looking creature God is before 
I get there, for I might not like him. I hope 
he is better looking than they picture the 
devil, but then papa and mamma say there is 
no such a being as the devil. I must not 
tire you this time, and may be you will let 
me tell you more about our Sunday-school 
some other time. Iam nine years old and in 
the third room 8t school. I nearly always 
de one hundred per cent on everything that 
do. I hav a little sister, Gracie, seven 
ears old, and a brother five ycars old. This 
is my first letter. I am a little seeker for 
truth. Lory D. Nrimamr. 


[A bright girl is Lulu, and her first letter is 
bright too.—Ep. C. C.] ` 
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FREETHOUGHT WORKS. 
For Sale at Tar Truru Srxkrm Office. 


Essays on the Sacred en 
. Writings, and Religion of the 
Parsis. By Marren Hava, Ph. D., 
Late Professor of Sanskrit and compara- 

tive philology at the University of Mus 
nich. An account of the ancient Zoroas- 

' trian religion and literature. Price, $4.50 


Essence of Christianity. By Lupwie 
FEUERBACH. Translated from the Ger- 
man by Georcz Error. Price, $3.75. 


Exeter Hall. A Theological Romance. 
**One of the most exciting romances of 
the day.” Price, paper, 60 cents; cloth, 
80 cents. à 5 


Faith and Reason. A Concise Ac- 
count of the Christian Religion, and of 
all the Prominent Religions before and 
since Christianity. With elaborate Index, 

`~- 17 pp. By HarseY R. Srevens, Extra . 
cloth, 12mo. 441 pp. Price, $1.50. 


Family Creeds. By Ww. McDonvett, 
Author of. “Exeter Hall" Price, cloth, 
$1.25; paper, 75 cents. 


Festival of Ashtaroth. A tale of 
Palestine, founded on the destruction of 
the Moabites by the Jews. By A. C. 
Mippurton. Price, 10 cents. 


Figures of Hell; or, the Temples of 
Bacchus. Dedicated to the licensers and 
manufacturers of beer and whisky. By 
Mrs, ELIZABETH THomrson. A book full 
of facts and figures in regard to the 
liquor traffic. Price, $1. 


Genesis I-Il: An Essay on the Bible- 
Narrative of Creation. By A. R. GROTE, 
A.M. Price, 50 cents. ` 


Golden Mean on Temperance and 
Religion; or, Common Sense in 
Eating, Drinking, Thinking, and Living. 
By Jonn E. Burton. Price, 10 cents. 


Golden Throne. By S4wvzr P. Pur- 
nam, Author of “ Prometheus". ‘‘ Gott- 
lieb," “ Ingersoll and Jesus.” A Radical 
Romance of: pioneer life, delineating the 
virtues of natural humanity as opposed 
to the hypocrisy of a supernatural relig- . 
ion crowded with incident and full of 
progressive ideas and the poetry of the 
future. Price, $1.00. 


Good Sense, or Natural Ideas opposed 
to Supernatural. Translated from the 
French of Baron D'HorszacH, author of 
the ‘System of Nature." Price, $1.00. 


Gospel of the Kingdom, According to 
the Holy Men of Old. By the author of 
“ Samson, a Myth-story of the Sun.” 
Two volumes of poetry. Price, 50 cents. 


Government. An Essay by Canes 
Moran. Price, 20 cents. : 


Half Hours with Some Ancient and 
Modern Celebrated Freethinkers: 
Thomas Hobbes, Lord Bolingbroke, Con- 
dorcet, Spinoza, Anthony. Collins, Des- 
cartes, M. de Voltaire, John Toland, 
Compte de Volney, Charles Blount, 
Percy Bysshe Shelley, Claude Arian 
Helvetius, Francis Wright Darusmont, 
Zeno, Epicurus, Matthew Tindall, David 
Hume, Dr. Thomas Burnet, Thomas 
Paine, Baptiste de Mirabaud, Baron de 
Holbaeh, Robert Taylor, Joseph Barker. 
By “Iconoclast,” Conzins and WATTS. 
Price, 75 conts. 


Heathens of the Heath (the) By - 
Wa. MoDoNNELL, Author of “Exeter 
Ball.” Price, $1.25. 


Helvetius; or, The True Meaning of 
the System of Nature. Translated from 
the French. : Price, 20 cents. be jd 


Heroines of Freethought. Contain- 
ing Biographical Sketches of Freethought 
female writers. By Mrs. Sarna A. UNDER- 
woop. Price, $1.75 : 


Historical Jesus of Nazareth. By 
M. Scuursincer, Ph. D., Rabbi of the 
Congregation Anshe Emeth, Albany, 
Now York. Extra cloth, 12mo, 68 pages.” 
Price, 75 cents. 


History of Moses, Aaron, Joshua, 
and others, deduced from a review of 
the Bible. Also remarks on the morals 
of the Old and New Testaments, and 
some of the ancient philosophers. By 
J. M. DonsEY. Price, 75 cents. 


History of the Christian Religion to 
the Year 200. An exhaustive ex- 
amination of the proofs of the authentic- 
ity of the books of the New Testament, 
showing conclusivly that the canonical 
gospels were unknown up to a.n. 170. By 
Judge Omas. B. Wartę. 450 pages, 8vo. 
ir $2.25; sheep, $3.50; half morocco, 
$4.00. 


History of the Council of Nice, «a». 
325 with a Life of Constantine the Great, 
. 3 and a general exhibition of the Christian 
religion in the days of the early fathers. 

By Duan Duprey. $1. , 


Humanity and the Progress of In- 
ternational Law. By Epwaro W. 
kinare. 15 cepts. "s 


' Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


OALIFORNIA, 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
_ Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
, OANADA, 
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y ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and. Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
INDIANA, 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
`T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 
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MISSOURI. 
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James Ashman, Salt L Lake City. 
D. F. Keeler, Park Cit; 
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Henry Booth, Stockton. 
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Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. 


Mottoes for Freethinkers 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
‘cards, which we offer for sale. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the “ God-bless-our- 
home” placards which disfigure the walls of so 
many honses, They are printed on heavy card- 
board, 9 inches by 221-3. The motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an illnminated mono- 
gram of U. M. L. The following are the various 
rvadings : 


THE LIVING HAV A RIGHT TO CONTROL : 
THE WORLD, : 


REASON I8 THE LAMP OF THE MIND, : 
THE ONLY TORCH OF PROGRESS. : 


* THE TIME TO BE HAPPY IS NOW, 
H AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY IS HERE. 


NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE 
TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. 


THE WORLD IS MY COUNTRY; : 
TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION, : 


The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents, 

"For Freethought societies there is a large card 
$2 x 15 inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading; containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
alimn. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Price, 30 
cents. Any of these will be sent postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Pl., New York City. 


LITHOGRAPHS 


CHARLES DARWIN 


Admirers of the Sein Naturalist, and practically 
the father of Evolution, will glad to know that 
we hav a-fine lith orraph of ‘ton for sale—size 
18}4x24 inches on heavy plate paper. Framed, the 

picture a make a sp! endi ornament for the 

arlors of Freethinkers. Price, 25 cents. 
i - Address THE TR RUTH SEEKER, 
38 Clinton Pe New York. 


: Boyl Doctor , and Sponsie, the 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JULY 17, 1886. 
Price, Twenty-Five Cents. 


461 


THE 


TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 


—AND— 


PREETMINKERS ALMANAC 


~C1886.o0-2 


(E. M. 


286.) 


WITH THIRTY PORTRAITS OF DISTINGUISHED EUROPEAN FREE. 
THINKERS, SCIENTISTS, AND PHILOSOPHERS, AND 
NUMEROUS OTHER ILLUSTRATIONS. 


r— — 
CONTENTS. 


das 


Calendar for 1886, . - . - The Imn Virgin, : È Š . M 77 
Freethoughtin the United States, 1885, a Religious Divisions of the World, 82 
How. the Church Filches from t the E ta Paine Memorial Hall. (Illustrated), 83 
Public Contributions to the Church, 28 The Story of 1385, fo $9084 
ie s Immigration to the U.S. 1820- 1184, 87 
The Religion of Crime, - - - 31 F jurht £ ii 
Chaplains in our Army and Navy, 32 viis lad t £a Australia, - - 88 
The Higher Life. By Courtlandt Palmer, 34 reethought ga the Continent, y 92 
My Dream. By Samuel P. Putnam, 37 Subjects of Ifustration, - + e 95 
The American Secular Union, - - 4o Freethought Journals, ae 109. 
Statistics ofour Foreign-born Population,49 Religious Desiominations, * 7 10% 
The Curate of Churnside. (Selected Story.) Area and Value of Farms, =s rm 103 
By Jas. Payne, - - 50 | Population of Large Cities, * © 103 
How Voltaire Died. By the Editor, 64 | Liberal Lectgrers, + - © o 104 
ILLUSTRATIONS. 
Lick Observatory, Saladin, Edward Gibbon, Goethe, 

Girard College, Philadelphia, Annie Besant, Max Muller, Robert Burns, 
Freethought Hall, Waco, Mary Wollstonecraft, | Thos. Huxley, Richard Carlile, 
E Texas (Unterior view), G. W. Foote, goltaire, Herbert Spencer, 

Freethought Hall, Waco Austin Holyoake, Zhas. Darwin, Castelar, 
Texas {Exterior View), J. S. Mill, Roussegu, Bradhiugh, 
The Tent, George Eliot, Humboldt, Chas. A. Watts, 
Iron Virgin, Geo. Standring, Byron, J. A. Froude, 
Paine Hall, Ernst Haeckel, shelley, Joba T yndall. 
Moncure D. Conway, Auguste Comte, David ! (ume, 
lifer 
NEW YORK: 


HISTORY 
OF THE 
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Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3. 


Addr E E TRUTH SEEKER, 
ton PI.. New York city. 


- il b-breaking. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG, . 
Author of “False Claims,” “Bible 
Morals,” Ete. 


The best and most thorongh work ever written 


on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 


view. . 


Large and Handsome Print. 


SINGLE COPIES, z« 4 
Six CoPrzs, - z - 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
'83 Clinton Place, New York. 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 
SUBJECTS : 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foot In one hand- 
some 12mo volume of. neari: 000 pages, fully 
illustrated.. Cloth, $3.25—in its Jish or German 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. 

SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
roublesome Monkey. 
By D . Foote. Five volumes, at $1 each, or $5 
per se; Tot five volumes in one for uu YOUNG 

SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth 
volume of “Science in Story.") 50 cents. 

HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages. 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. 

SANITARY SCIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam 
phlets). . Foote, Jr., viz.: “Bacteria 
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Marsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 
Hunan Temperaments ” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; ‘ Generation before Re ene 
eration,” by Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; “ Re- 

orts of Conventions &nd Parlor r Meetings during 
882,” 10 cents; er E Convennon of the 
Institute of Heredity, M 


29, ? 10 cents, 
dress THE RH UTE SEEKER, 


25 cents. 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
33 CLINTON PLACE. 


REPLY 
TO REY. L. A. LAMBERT'S 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.” 


Hy B. W., Lacy 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priest» 
sophistry, unfairness, and histor- 
ical misstatement. 
Prie., Cloth, 31; Paper, 50 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER: 


KERSEY GRAVES'S. WORKS. 


Sixteen Saviors or None. Bx Ker- 
SEY GRAVES, auther of the World's pire 
Orucified Saviors; The Bible of Bibles 
Biography of Satan. Paper, 75 cents; cloth. $ pa 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a déscription of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thousand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
delineation of the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amiiation of their doctrins. Price, $2. 


Biography of Natan; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 85 cents. 


The World's Sixteen Crucifled Sav- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 


Containin, new and startling revelations in 

religions history, which disclose the oriental 

on all the doctrines principles precepta, 

irem of the Christian New Testament. 

and furnishing a key for, unlocking many of 

its es mysteries, nial er cited gods 8 the 
ry of sixteen orienta TS ed gods, 
dress THE TR EKER 

E] nd TSE LS York. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli- 
eal Works. 
By THOMAS PAINE, 


“The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, go Six copies for 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 
Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 


ration,” 
Price, 35 cents, 
For either of these works, or any of Paine’s 
TRUTH SEE 


writings, Address THE , 
i ; f 88 Clinton 1'lace, New York. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUA. 
Price. 35 conta, 


S. P. Putnam's Works. 


The Problem of the the Universe, and 


Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 
Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; Ji paner, 50 cts, 
wi 


“A prose epic of the war, rieh incident . 
breezy from first page to 


and dramatic power ; 
last with the living spirit of to-day."—John 
Swinton’s Paper, 


Golden Throne, a Romance. “The 
author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 

M. ark is within him. 'Phebookisfilled with 

y thoughts. Expressed, in manly words— 

the transcript of ly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ "—INGERSOLL. $1. 


Ingersoll: and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century. In- 


fidel an agbe Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown tHere is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty."—Dr. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents, 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 


other aor the Poems. Price, 10 cts, 
For all of the S above address 
HE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
38 Clinton Place. New York. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


The History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and lettered. Price, $1. 1.95. CONTENTS : 

ction L Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section IL. What it 
Owes to Mohammedamsm. Section III. Free- 
thought Martyrs and Confessors, Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Sec- 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


The American Secular Union; its 
Necessity, and the Justiceof its Nine Demands. 
(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll.) 
82 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 

Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 28 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts, 


Christan Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh, Con- 
tents: The Origin of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Valne of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 


Watts ae e published at the low price of FIVE 
: Defense of Secu ar Principles; 
ce NT ses Reliabl Deity i 


able ? e Christian D 
Moral Value of the Bible: Freethonght an 
Modern Progress; Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization; Philosophy of Secu- 


arism; Science and Bible, Antagonistic; 
Christian Scheme of pedem "ioo Er all of . 
the above works address TH H SEEK- 


ER, 33 Clinton Place, New Fo i 


CANADIAN SECULAR UNION 


LEAFLETS. 


Long felt want supplied at last. 
Small cost.—Concise argument.—Written in a 
spirit of love and candor that will 
Awake Thought without arousing Prejudice. 
Five Hundred of any one kind for $1. 
Sabbath or Sunday, Which ?—Hístorícal, Evi- 
dence, how Sabbath was Changed ?—4Znunortality. 
The aims aud objects of Secularism.—The Bible, 
What it has done for humanity; 
900 for $1. 
The Best Leaflets Ever Issued. 
Pr epared by leading lecturers, and carefully re- 
vised by committee of our most able Secularists. 
Address CANADIAN SECULAR UNION, 


Science Hall, Millichanips Buildings, 
4t27 Adelaide St., East, Toronto, nt. 


Books on Practical Steps in Present Needs. 


History of Woman's Costume Movement; its 
first 35 years, Events and Persecutions, Supple- 
mented by Moderu Martyrdom. 132pp., fine paper, 
25c. Progress vs, Fashion. 32pp., paper, 10g 
Woman's Way Out. 82pp., paper, 10c. Love an 
Transition. Poetic, in two parts; an Epic and an 
Argument. 191pp.,in fine cloth and gilt, 75c. 

Sent on receipt of rice, by the anthor, 

tojn1 LLOTSON, Vineland, N. J. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, it is now known to be the work of W. 
H. BURR, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at this office. 


ELEMENTS 


DNIVERSAL HISTORY 


FoR 
HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS 
AND FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. 


A.M. 


By Prof. H. M. Cottinger, 


This book is just what the busy world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of history from 2,000 
years B.C. On up to 1883, all in a nutshell.—Eti- 
mina Senker 

Asa text-book i in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place; in the family it would be no 
less important, as conveying information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan Wixon, 

Mr. Se ig, sintentions in writing this book 
are excellent, and his standpoint admirable. It 
may be commended as fulfilling its purpose of a 
concise and interesting historical text-book.— 
Milwaukee Sentinel, 

Price, Cloth, $1.50. 


For Schools, in Quantities, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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Poetry. 


What Does it Matter? 


Wealth, and glory, and place, and power—_ 
What are they worth to me or you? 

For the lease of life runs out in an hour, 
And death stands ready to claim his due ; 

Sounding lionors or heaps of gold, 

What are they all when allis told ? 


A pain or a pleasure, a smile or a tear— 
What does it matter which we claim? 
For we step from the cradle into the bier, 

And a careless world goes on the same. 
Hours of gladness, or hours of sorrow, 
What does it matter to us to-morrow ? 


Truth of love, or vow of friend— 
Tender caresses or cruel sneers— 
What do they matter to us in the end ? 
For the brief day dies, and the long night nears. 
Passionate kisses, or tears of gall, 
The grave will open and cover them all. 


Homeless vagrant, or honored guest, 

Poor and humble, or rich and great, 
All are racked with the world’s unrest. 

AJl must meet with the common fate. 
Life from childhood till we are old, 
What is all when all is told ? 

—Ella Wheeler Wilcox in the Utica Herald. 
(A — — 


The Silent Aztec. 


The silence of dead centuries 
That lie entombed on yonder hills 
Is his. These dreamful poppy seas 
Wave on; he lists! His silence fills 
The land. He leans, as if he heard 
God speak through some still gorgeous bird. 


His babes about; the golden morn 
Strikes godlike on yon holy hill; 

His wife and daughter grinding corn, 

© Two women grinding at a mill.” 

O mystery! Yon sun of old 

Was god, was god and ample gold. 


Yon golden hills had flocks of snow; 
These valley fields had far increase, a 
He saw his white sails fill and blow 
By poppy isles in flower seas. 
The wood dove sang for him his loves, 
His harshest note the soft wood dove's. 


The Spaniard’s hand is Jaid upon 
His fields, his flocks, hard, fast, and tight. 
But, oh! this glorious golden dawn, 
The golden doors that close at night. 
His gold-hued babes; her russet breast, 
"Are his! The world may hav the rest. 
—Joaquin Miller in the Independent, 
——— d a aan 


: Sunday Laws. 
From the Boston Herald. 

' Jf some enterprising publishing house 
should pick out the decisions of Massachu- 
` setts judges enforcing the Sunday laws in all 
their integrity, and publish the same as a 
work of pure fiction, entitled, ** Model Mad- 
men," the absurd story would belaughed to 
scorn. lf such a book were looked upon as 
a serious matter at all, it would probably be 
thought by the public to be an unwarrantable 
libel upon the honorable and honored body of 
our judiciary. And yet the decisions that are 
to be found in the law reports of Massachu- 
setts, which hav been pronounced by judges 
‘of the highest court of the commonwealth, 
uppear so ridiculous that one would almost 
believe that they were uttered in jest by a 
mock court. 

Happily, these Sunday laws are not always 
strictly enforced, for if they were it is sadden- 
ing to think how many of us would be placed 
within prison walls for ‘‘ criminal” acts com-- 
mitted on Sunday. 

lf the reader who is curious in regard to 
such matters will just take up the 13th Mas- 
sachusetts Reports and turn to the case of 
Pearce vs. Atwood, he will find an instance 
which will interest him, for it was a splendid 
case of ‘‘the biter bitten.” It happened away 
back in 1814, when there was a great attemp 
made to enforce the Sunday law, especially 
in the western part of the state, in. Hamp- 
shire county and elsewhere. 'There was an 
officer in those days—the tithingman—whose 
special business it was to enforce the Sunday 
laws. The office has been long since abol- 
ished; the laws yet remain. Pearce, the 
plaintiff in the case referred to, was arrested 
by the tithingman on Sunday, and he brought 
suit against that individual. The supreme 
.court held that to make thc arrest on Sunday 
was a violation of the Sunday law, and so 

. they sustained the action. The decision was 
given by Chief-justice Parker, who was a 
very liberal man. In that decision the chief- 
justice makes certain reflections which it 
would be well to bear in mind even at the 
present day. He says: 

“This is not a Jewish Sabbath, so that a 
poor man in these days wonld not be stoned 
to death for gathering sticks on the Sabbath, 
although that was the punishment inflicted in 
the time of Moses, and although some of our 
‘ancestors so farregarded the laws of Moses as 
of perpetual obligation as to propose for their 
code the punishment of death for the crime of 
disregarding or carelessly observing the. Sab- 


bath... All arguments drawn; from.the Jewish 


law respecting the Sabbath are, therefore, out | 


of place, except so far as any provisions of 


that law may hav been recognized and pro- 


mulgated by our savior, or by the legislativ 
authority of our own commonwealth. We 


are not aware that there is upon record any 


express precept of our savior or of his apostles 
enjoining the observance of one day as more 
holy than others; and yet We are far from 


questioning the religious obligation which all 


Christians are under to separate to religious 
uses the first day of the week, since that is 
the time which, from the days of the 
apostles, was set apart for that purpose, and 
since the legislativ power or the uniform 
usage of every Christian state has exacted 
the observance of it as such. 

* Indeed, if this argument, founded on the 
Jewish law, could prevail, we are at a loss to 
-perceive how the defense set up in this case 
could be aided by it; for, if all work and 
labor be unlawful, surely the mere secular 
work of holding court or arresting a sup- 
posed offender must be within the general 
prohibition. Nor would these labors form so 
meritorious an exception as many works of 
charity which are even permitted to be done 
on the Christian Sabbath.” l 

Some of the horse railroad cases are 
curious and interesting. In the year 1888 
there was a case decided declaring that a 
street car conductor violates the law in run- 
ning his car on Sunday. In the case referred 
to a conductor in the employ of the Metropoli- 
tan railroad was struck by a Highland rail- 
road car on Sunday and injurcd. The injury 
was caused by the carelessness of the defend- 
ant, but he set up as a defense that they were 
all violating the law, and the court sustained 
that defense. The fact is that the courts 
were much more liberal than the legislature, 
and disapproved of the Sunday laws. Evi- 
dently they thought then, and think now, 
that the best way to hav these laws repealed 
is by strictly enforcing them. 

In rendering the decision in the last case 
named, that of Day vs. Highland Street Rail 


| way, Judge Colburn says: - 


* It is not within our province to determin 
the wisdom or the expediency of the law, or 
how far there has been a change in public 
sentiment in relation to the proper manner of 
observing the Lord's day. These considera- 
tions are for the.legislature. We can only 
take the law as it is written, and apply it ac- 
cording to its obvious meaning and the in- 
tention of the legislature. NE 

** We do not intend to decide that a street 
car may not beso run on Sunday as to come 
within the exception of the statnte and be 
employed in & work of necessity or charity. 
We only decide that in this case there was 
not evidence which would warrant a jury in 
finding that this car was run from considera- 
tions of necessity or charity, and that. the 
jury should hav been so instructed. We can- 
not hold that the mere fact that some of the 


passengers on the.car were lawfully traveling 


rendered the running of the car lawful." An- 


other curious case to be found in: the Massa- 


chusctts Law Reports is that of a man who 
went to & Spiritualist meeting and got in- 
jured.. The railroad company, when suedfor 
damages, thought they had the plaintiff, and 
set up as a defense that he was traveling on 
Sunday, but the court held that it could not 
decide that a Spiritualist meeting was not as 
good as any othér - : . 
"The case of Hamilton vs. the -city of Bos- 
ton, reported in the 14th of Allen's reports, is 
a very interesting one. The dccision is a lib- 
eral one, and yet it sounds oddly. ** We are 
of the opinion," says the decision, which was 
given in 1867, ‘‘ that a person walking with a 
friend on Sunday evening less than half a 
mile, with no apparent purpose of going or 
stopping at any placebut his own-home, much 
less of passing out of the city, and no object 
of business or pleasure, except open air and 
gentle exercise, is not guilty of traveling or 


liable to punishment under this act." 


In 1885 the case of Baker vs. the city of 
Worcester. This man was injured by a de- 
fect in the street, and sued the city for dam- 
ages. Hon. W. W. Rice appeared for the 
plaintiff, and Hon. F. P. Goulding for the 
defendant. The defendant claimed that 
Baker was violating the law by traveling on 
the Lord's day. He stated that he “ went 
out partly for exercise and partly to make a 
call," and that, wlien on his way home again, 
he went out of his way about an eighth of a 
mile. 
was tried, declared that the plaintiff was 
traveling in violation of the law, and ordered 
a verdict for the defendant. . Judge Aldrich, 
however, is a very pious, as well as a very, 


Judge Aldrich, before whom the case |-- 


very dignified man. . His dignity is but rarely 


“ruffled, say some people, although once in a 


great while he changes his decisions so 


quickly that the- change may be dignified or 


otherwise. Upon one occasion, not very 
long ago, he sentenced a man to three years’ 
imprisonment. The prisoner said, ‘ Better 
make it state prison." Judge Aldrich flushed 
in the face, looked at the mian, and then, in 
the tenderness of his heart, accommodated 
the prisoner. He made it state prison—and 
added another year, making it four instead 
of three! Wendell Phillips and Judge 
'Thomas Russell, however, got. the prisoner 


released at the end of the three years, believ- 
ing that & year's extra imprisonment was too 
long:for & man to serve because he asked 
even So dignified a judge as Peleg Emory 
Aldrich to change his place of residence. In 
that instance Judge Aldrich overruled his de- 
cision—in the Baker case the Supreme Court 
did the work. The decision of the Supreme 
Court reversing Judge Aldrich’s decision, 
says: 


“The only other ground for distinguishing 


the cases is that in Hamilton vs. Boston the 
purpose of the plaintiff in walking was 
merely for recreation; in this case there was 
also the purpose of making a social call. 
Neither act is prohibited by law, if that is 
material. It is not unlawful under the statute 
or as against. public policy to pay friendly 
visits or to indulge in the recreation of walk- 
ing on the Lord's day. It is unlawful to 
travel for the purpose of doing either; but it 
is not the purpose, but the fact of traveling 
for the purpose, that renders the act unlaw- 
ful. Upon, no principle can the same walk 
be held to be traveling jif for the purpose of 


making a friendly call, and not traveling if 


for the purpose of air and exercise. The con- 
struction of the statute cannot be tenable 
which wil hold a person to be an innocent 
passer-by if walking for recreation, but an 
unlawful traveler if walking to call upon his 
neighbor; and which will impose the charac- 
ter of & traveler violating the law upon any 
person who, on a Sunday evening, seeks so- 
cialintercourse outside of his own household." 


The case of Davis vs. the city of Somerville 


was where a party who was injured by a de- 
fect in the highway brought suit against the 
city for damages. 


As in the case referrred 
to, the defendant set up the defense that the 


plaintiff was traveling on the Lord's day.. 


Davis proved that he was going to a funeral, 


but admitted that when returning from the 
funeral he made & deviation from his own 
‘proper course home, in order to enable a 
friend whom he was with to make a call. 
The court held that he had a right to go to a 
funeral, but that he had no right to return by 
any devious path, and, as he had done so, he 
could not maintain an action for damages. 
Thus it will be perceived that Herald readers 
need not fear.to attend the funerals of friends 
if they happen on Sunday, but must get home 
by the shortest way. They may think the 
laws absurd, and that the decisions read like 
the utterances of mock judges; but they may 


smile—they must bear in mind that the laws 
are upon the statute-book and may be put in 
full force and: operation at the instance of any 
crank or enemy. If any whoread this should 
find themselvs forced to buy & horse on Sun- 
day, and, unfortunately, get cheated, they 
will do well to remember that there is no re- 
dress for them in law. In such a case the 
Sunday laws would throw their sheltering 
arms around the dear scoundrel. Thus, in 
the interests of morality, a man may cheat 
his neighbor on Sunday and the law can take 
no notice of the transaction, although both 
men may be punished for trading on.the 
Lord’s day! Judge Thomas Russell once 
said that he was proud to be descended from 
the early settlers of New England, and ex- 
tremely glad that he was descended by eight 
generations. 
Sunday laws and other of their statutes, one 


can well agree with the learned judge that it: 


is much more pleasant to be a descendant 
than to hav lived among them when Blue 
Laws not only existed, but were executed in 
all their extremity upon the unrighteous and 
ungodly. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged, 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener arg for sale 
at this-office,. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50e. 


And when one considers the 


. FREETHOUGHT WORKS. - 
For Sale at Tan:Trura SEEkER Office. 


Hume's Essays. 
on various subjects. By Davi» Hume, 
Esq. - With a brief sketch of the author's. 
life and writings, to which are added 
dialogues concerning natural religion. 
Price, $1.50. 


Idols and Ideals, with in Essays on 
Christianity. By Moncurz D. Conway, 
the brilliant Rationalistic preacher of 
London. $1.50. . — DE 


Jf, Then, and When. From the doc- 
trins of the Church. By WARREN SUMNER. 
Bartow. 10 cents. ; 


Image Breaker (the) By Joss E. 
Remspurec. Six lectures bound together, 
25 cents. Separately, 5 cents each. 1, 
The Decline of Faith; 2. Protestant In. 
tolerance; 3. Washington an Unbeliever; 
4. Jefferson an Unbeliever; 5. Paine and 
Wesley; The Christian Sabbath. 


Infidel’s or Inquirer’s Text-book, be- 
ing the substance of thirteen lectures or 
the Bible. By Rozurt Coorzr. $1. 


Ingersoll in Canada. A Reply to 
Wendling, Archbishop Lynch, “ By- 
stander,” and others. By ALLEN PRINGLE. 
15 cents. E 


(s Life Worth Living. By Wi. 
H. Marrocx. Contents: The New Im- 
port of the Question, Morality and the 
Prize of Life, Sociology as the Fountain 
of Morality, Goodness as its own Re 
ward, Love as the test of Goodness, Life 
as its own Reward, The Superstition of 
Positivism, The Practical Prospect. The 
Logic of Scientific Negation, Morality, 
and Natural Theism, The Human Race 
and Revelation, Universal History and 
the claims of the Christian Church, Be- 
lief and Will. Paper $1.00; cloth, $1.50. 


Jehovah Unveiled; or, The Character ~~ 


of the Jewish Deity Delineated. A new 
and valuable book. 35 cents. 


Kneeland’s National Hymns. 35 cts. 
Koran (the). A new English edition 


of the Koran of Mohammed, to which ir 
added the life of Mohammed, or the his- 
tory of that doctrin which was begun and 
carried on by him in Arabia. Price, $1.50 


Letters of Junius. 
one. 
$1.50 


Letters to Eugenia; or, A Preserva- 
tiv Against Religious Prejudices. 
Baron D'Hozaacn, author of the ‘‘ System 
of Nature,” etc. Translated from the 
French by ANrHony C. Mippxzton, M.D. 
Price, $1.00. : 


Life of Paine. By J. E. Remssoure. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. l 


Two volumes in 


Essays and treatises ` 


From the latest London edition. 


By. 


Life of Thomas Paine, author of — 


“Common Sense,” “Rights of Man,” 
* Age of Reason,” etc., with critical and 
explanatory observations on his writings. 
By Guzerr Varm. $1.00. : : 


Love and Transition: A Plea in poetry 


for the practicalization of known truth. `.: 


By Mary E. Trnnorsow. $1.00. 


Love Ventures of Tom, Dick, and 
Harry. A Spicy Narrativ. “And they 
were naked and not ashamed.” 50 cents. 


Man’s Nature and Development. By 
Henry Gzorcz Arxinsox, F. G. S., and 
Harrrer Marringav. $1.50. ! 


Modern Thinkers: What they Think 
and Why. (Prineipaly on Social 
Science.) By Van Beuren Dzwsrow, LL. 
D., with an introduction by R. G. Inger- 
soll. With eight portraits: Comte, Swe- 
denborg, Adam Smith, Jeremy Bentham, 


r 


Thomas Paine, Fourier, Herbert Spencer, . 


and Ernst Haeckel. 384 pages. $1.50. 


Moral Education: Its Laws and Meth- 


ods. By Prof. J. R. BucHANAN. A new 
method to conqner crime, disease, and 
misery, which churches, colleges, and 
governmenta have signally failed to do. 
$1.50. . 


Moral Physiology; A Brief and Plain 
‘Treatis on the Population Question. By 
Rogert Dares Owen. 60 cents. 


Mortality of the Soul and the Immor- 
tality of its Elements. By A. Sniper DE 
Pruizerimi. 10 cents. 


Myths and Myth-Makers: Old Tales 


and Superstitions interpreted by compar- 
ative Mythology. By Joun Frskg, M.A. 
LL.B., of Harvard College. $2. 


Origin and Development of Religious 
Ideas and. Beliefs, as manifested 
in history and seen by reason. By Mor. 
RIS EINSTEIN. $1. 

Orthodox Hash, with a Change of 

Diet. By Warren Sumner Bartow.. 


10 cents. -. 


Paradise Lost; or, The Great Dragon 
Cast Out. 60 cents. ; 
Personal Immortality and Other 


Papers. By Jos Orrexnusm. Ex- 
tra cloth, 12mo,’98 pages. 75 cents. 


[e 


^ 


"Tho Gods. 


Ingersolls Works. 


Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
* Humboldt,” “ Thomas Paine,” ** Individual- 
ity,” and * Heretics and Heresies,” 
The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
. Contents: * The Ghosts,” “Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,” “ The Declaration of In- 
dependence,” “About Farming in Illinois,” 
“The Grant Banquet,” “The Hoy. Alexander 
Clark,” “The Past Rises before Me Like a 
$ Dream,” and “ A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll,” 
Some Mistakes ot Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.25. : : 
Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 
per, 25 cents. ` 
By R. G. 


The Christian Religion. 
- Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah S. Black, and Prot. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
Orthodyxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
>- 10cents. $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 


This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the palitor of the san Franciscan. 5 cents; 50 
cents per dozen; copies, $1; 100 . 

, Millions of these should. be REANA ain 

Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 10 cents. 


.Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 


Large size octavo, paper, 15 cents. 


Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 

Bound in one volume. To meet the demand 
for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on **Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is gold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 


Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr, Ingersoll’s ‘Tribute to 

i8 Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “Grant 
Banauet Toast,” and the recent address over 

* Little Harry Miller's Grave,” that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suita- 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 

to any address, for 50cta, or either one for lécts. 


Prose Poems and Selections. This 


new book isa gem. It is a model in every re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. , It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated “ Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “ tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, lettera 


r table-talks, and day-to-day con- 

versations of the author. The work is designed 

for and be accepted by admiring friends as 

a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 

urpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph 

fac simile, has been prepared especially for it. 

, Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 

and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 

gant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 

- Tocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


The Busts ot Voltaire, Paine, and 


Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 
life, price, $1.50 each. Every admirer of these 
apostles of Religious Liberty should hav them. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
Superb d 1otographs, 22x28, $5; panel, 1034x17, 
$3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents; card, 20 cts. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 
Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen. Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization ; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform ; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
Church and the Republic 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture: F'alsehood and 
Deception; Cheating: Theft.and Robbery; 
Adultery aud Prostitution; Murder; Wars of 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft ; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 

- §pecial discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 
and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view, Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sun ay Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages: The Puritan 
Sabbath; 'festimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws. rice, 25 cents; six copies, $1.00. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jetferson_ an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts. 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty, Tells the stor 
of the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. Choice extracts from “Common Sense,” 
* American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper. 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine, Price, paper, 50 cents; 

- cloth, 75 cents, 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
- delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers’ Convention, January 29, 1884. Price, 


10 cents. 
^ THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
83 Olinton Place, New York. 


` 


Ingersoll’s Tributes. 


REOUCED IN PRICE. 

"We hay made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: i 


The Vision of War, 
Tribute to his Brother, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. 
The price of these heretofore has been $1. We 
offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 
THE FOUR FOR FIFTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Pl., New York. 


SOCIAL WEALTH. 


The Sole Factors and Exact Ratios in Tts 
Acquirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 


CONTENTS: Economic Schools: a brief re- 
view of their Origin and Growth; Rise and 
Growth of Capitalism; Unearned Increase: 
profit, interest, rent; Conservation of Wealth; 
Tools and Improved Machinery; The Nature of 
Wages; Private and Social Wealth; Land Own- 
ership; Private Property in Land; Capital and 
the Produetiv Factors; Partnership and Co-op- 
eration; Law of Contracts; Money and Credit; 
Of Value or Economie Ratios; Taxation as a 
Remedy; Reforms, not Remedies; ' Suggestions 
to Legislators; Conclusion. 


Price, Cloth, $1.00, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Clinton Place, New York. 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


The Present and the Future 
Republic of North America, 


BY A CAPITALIST. 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty, vice, and crime, It deals with the present 
conditions of society in this country, pointing out 
their imperfections, and showing how it is almost 
impossible that the people should be other than 
poor and vicious under our present system.: The 
remedy, the author thinks, is in communal life, 
and he has drawn a vivid picture of the future 
Republic of North America, as it will be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. 


Price. $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place; New York. 


A STUDY 
PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY 


BY LEWIS C. JANE3. 


This book treats of the natural evolution of the 
Christian religion, its historical antecedents in 
Palestinian Judaism and Roman Paganism ; in- 
vestigates the history of the founder of Christian- 
ity in the light of the latest scientific criticism of 
the New Testament; shows that the true story of 
the Man Jesus, and his genuin teachings are 
separable from the later legendary accretions 
which hav confounded him with the mythical 
Christ, and traces the natural development of 
Christian dogma and ecclesiastical institutions. 
Complete references and full index.  8320pp. 8vo, 
cloth, gilt top. Price $1.50. 


Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER Office. 
F3 
A SKETCH OF THE LIFE 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA, 


OR THE 


First Ten Decades of Our Era. 


BY 
DANIEL M. TREDWELL. 


Designed to show upon the authority of Histor. 
that Apollonius of Tyana performed miracles an 
spoke wise sayings equal to those attributed to 
Jesus Christ. 850pp., octavo, best style. Price $2.50. 

Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER office. 


THE ORDER OF CREATION. 


A Discussion Between 
Giadstone, Huxley, Muller, 
Linton, a eville. 

On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 


CONTENTS: 


I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. By Hon. 
W, E. Gladstone. y 
II. The Interpreters of Genesis and the Inter- 
preters of Nature. By Prof. T. H. Huxley. 
TI. ora to Solar Myths. By Prof. Max 
uller. 
IV. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial. 
By Hon. W.E. Gladstone. 
V. Dawn of Creation. An Answer to Mr. Glad- 
stone. By Albert Reville, D.D. 
VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. By Prof. T. H. 


Huxley. N 
VII. Aree anda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 
on 


This is a new book and contains the latest discus- 
sion on the mistakes of Moses. The names of the 
participants are a guarantee of its able character. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. CO. 
33 Clinton Pl., New York. 


ADAMI AND HEVA, 
BY 8. P. PUTMAM. 


A poetic version of the Indian Story of the Gar- 
den of Eden, in which its superiority to the muti- 
lated copy--the Genesis legend—is shown. 

PRICE, 10 CENTS. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
E : 83 Olinton Place, New York. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER JULY 17, 1886. 


`a Diseases of the Will. B 


THE HUMBOLDT LIBRARY. 
Price 15 cents each number, unless otherwise marked, 


1. Light Science for Leisure Hours, A series of 
amiliar essays on ‘astronomical and other 
natural phenomena, By Richard A. Proc- 
tor, F.R.A.S. 

2. The Forms of Water in Clouds and Rivers, Ice 
ana Glaciers: 19 illustrations. By John Tyn- 

3 E.R.S. $ 

3. Physics and Politics. An application of the 
principles of Natural Science to Political 
Society. By Walter Bagehot, Author o 
“The English Constitution.” 

4, Man’s Place in Nature. With numerous illus- 
trations. By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. 

5. Education, Intellectual, Moral, and Physical. 
By Herbert Spencer. 

6. Town Geology. With Appendix on Coral and 
Coral Reefs. By Charles Kingsley. 

7. Conservation of Energy. With numerous Illus- 
irations. By Balfour Stewart, LL.D. 

8. Study of Languages brought back to its Trua 
principles. By C. Marcel. 

9. The Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer. 

10. Theory of Sound in its Relation to Music. 
Numerous illustrations. By By Prof. Pietro 

Blaserna. : 

11. ) The Naturalist on the River Amazon. A rec- 

ord of 11 years’ travel. By Henry Walter 

12, Bates, F.L.S. Not sold separately. 

13. Mind and Body. The theories of their rela- 
tions. By Alexander Bain, LL.D. 

14. The Wonders of the Heavens. 32 illustrations. 
By Camille Flammarion. 

15. Longevity. The means of prolonging life after 
middle age. By John Gardner, MD. 

16. Origin of Species. By Thomas H. Huxley, 


17. Progress : Its Law and Cause. With other dis- 
quisitions, By Herbert Spencer. 
18. Lessons in Electricity. 60 illustrations. Br 
John Tyndall, F.R.S. 
By 


19. Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. 
Richard A. Proctor. 
20. Romance of Astronomy. By R. Kalley Miller, 


121. The Physical Basis of Life, with other essays. 


By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.8. 

92. Seeing and Thinking. By William Kingd 
Clifford; F.R.S. A ge oa 

28. Scientific Sophisms. A review of current 
theories conce-ning Atoms, Apes, and Men. 
By Samuel Wainwright, D.D. 

24. Popular Scientific Lectures. Illustrated. By 

rof. H. Helmbcltz. 

25. Origin of Nations. By Prof. Geo. Rawlinson, 
Oxford University. 

26. The Evolutionist at Large. 

27. History of Landholdin 
Joseph Fisher, F.R.H.S. 

28. Fashion in Deformity, as illustrated in the 
customs of Barbarous and Civilized Races. 
Numerous illustrations, By William Henr; 
Flower, F.R.8. 

2, Facts and Fictions of Zoology. Numerou: 
illustrations. By Andrew Wilson, Ph. D. 

30. | Study of Words. By Richard Chenevix 

21, f Trench, en PT 

32. Hereditary Traits and other Essays. By Rich- 
ard A. Proctor. 

33. Vignettes from Nature. 

34. Philosophy of Style. By Herbert Spencer. 

35. Oriental Religions. By John Caird, Pres. 
Univ. Glasgow, and Others. 

36. Lectures on Evolution. lilustrated. By Prof. 
T. H. Huxley. 

37. Six Lectures on Light. Illustrated. By John 
‘Tyndall. 


a Geological Sketehes. By Archibald Gcikic, 

395. ERS. - 

40. The Evidence of Organic Evolution. By Geo. 
J. Romanes, F.H.8. 

41. Current Discussions in Science. 
Williams, F.C.S. 

12. History of the Science of Politics. By Freder- 
iek Pollock. 

3. Darwin and Humboldt. By Professor Huxley, 
Professor Agassiz, and others. 

44.| Dawn, of History. By C. F. Keary, of the 

45.f British Museum. 

16. Diseases of Memory. By Th. Ribot. Prau- 
slated from the French by J. Prtzgeraid. 

V. oe of loligions. By Edward Crodd, 
Tlu ALS. 


By Grant Allen. 
in Englaud. By 


By Grant Allen. 


By W. M. 


48. Life in Nature. Illustrated. By Jas. Hinton. 

49. The Sun: its Constitution; its Phenomena; 
its Condition. By Judge Nathan T. Carr, 
Columbus, Ind. 

50.1 Money and the Mechanism of Exchange. By 

51. Prof. W. Stanley Jevons, F.R.8. 


lated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. 
53. Animal Antomatism, and other Essays. By 
Prot. T. H. Huxley, F.R.S. 
By Edward Clodd. 


^4. Birth and Growth of Myth, 
F.H.A.S. 

55. Scientifie Dasis of Morals, aud other Essays. 
By William Kingdon Clifford, F.R.S. 

Er Illusions; By James Sully. 


2n The Origin of Species. By Charles Darwin. 

59. 'Two double numbers, 30 cents each. 

$0. Childhood of the World. By Edward Clodd. 

61. Miscellaneous Essays. By Richard A. Proctor. 

62, Religions of the Ancient World. By Prof. Geo. 
Rawlinson, University of Oxford. Double 
number, 30 cents. 

83. Progressive Morality, _ By Thomas Fowler, 
[s Da president of Corpus Christi College, 

š xiord. 

64. Distribution of Animals and Plants, Dy A. 
Russel Wallace und W. T. Thiselton Dyer. 

65. Conditions of Mental Development; and other 
Essays. By Wm. Kingdon Clifford. 

66. Technical Education; and other Essays. By 
Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. 

67. The Black Death. An Account of the Great 
Pestilence of the Fourteenth Century. By 

J. F. C. Hecker. 

68. (Special number, 10 cents.) Three Essays, by 

erbert Spencer. . 

69. (Double Dumber socenta: Fetichism : A Con- 
tribution to Anthropology and the History 
of Religion. By Fritz Schultze, Ph.D. Trans- 


lated rom the German. by Fitzgerald, 
70. Essays Speculativ and Practical. By Herbert 
Spencer. 
"1. Anthropology. By Daniel Wilson, LL.D. 
Wi y E. B. 


ith Appendix on Archeology. 
Tylor, FE B. 
72. The Dancing Mania or the Middle Ages. By 
J. F. C. Hecker, M.D. 
78. Evolution in History, Language, and Science. 
our Addresses delivered at the London 
Cr: tal Palace School of Art, Science, and 
ratore. 


| 74. Thé Descent of Man; and selection in relation 


x. By Charles Darwin. In 4 parts. 
15 cents each. 


Add~-ss THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
88 Clinton Place, New York. 


Th. Ribot, Trans- 


SCIENCE LECTURES. | 
Liberal friends visiting Philadelphia should at- 
tend the Spring Course of Science Lectures 
every Sunday evening, at the Hall of Friendship 
League, Ninth and Girard ave. 
Debate at 2:30 (Secular questions), . 
PROF. ATKINSON, F.R.A.8. 


FRIENDSHIP LIBERAL LEAGUE No. 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7 :30.».w. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rates. 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write. 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Earl 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By Wa. HENRY 
Burr. Price.25 cents. For sale at this office. 


SPECIAL SALE! 


Desiring to unload an accumulation of debts, I 
will offer until further notice all my elegant stock’ 
of fine goods at 


WHOLESALE COST. 


An elegant pair of diamond ear-drops $200, worth 
$300; another pair, $125, worth $200; another pair, 
$65, worth $100; an elegant brooch, arabesque 
style, 17 diamonds, $140, worth $225; another, line 
of beauty, 11 diamonds, $220: worth $325; another, 
8 stones, $125, worth $200: same, $80, worth $125. 
Rings and studs same reductions. Smaller dia- 
1nond goods 25 per cent below lowest market price, 
A superb, extra heavy. embossed case watch set 
with large diamond, $135, worth $200; lady's watch 
to match, $90, worth $125; $100 watches, $70; $80 
watches, $60; $65 watches, $50; solid gold chains, 
necklaces, bracelets, and jewelry, 25 per cent dis- 
count. Sent C. O. D., subject to inspection, or 
cash refunded if not satisfactory. 

BUY NOW AND SAVE MONEY, i 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ill. 


DR. R. P. FELLOWS 


* 

E |. aregularly educat- 
ed and legally quali- 
fied physician, an 

E ihe most successful. 

as his practice will 

$ |prove. He has for 

twenty years treated 

exclusivly all diseases 

of the Sexual Organs, 

in the cures of which 

he stands preemie ent 

"ORRH(OEA 

and IMPOTE 

asthe result of self- 

abuse in youth and 

sexual excesses in ma- 

turer years, causing 

night emissions by 

dreams, loss of sexual 
nower, renderin 

marriage improper and mmhapp po are ou 

rmanen an outside a : 

CS "NO STOMACH MEDICIN USED, Itis one 
of Dr. Fellows’ valuable discoveries, which is en- 
tirely unknown to the medical profession. It is 
not à catch-penny get up, such as a pad, belt, pas- 
tille, nor magnetic appliance, but simp y a medi- 
cin, to be applied externally on the parts affected, 
which cures by absorption. Send five 2-cent stamps 
for his ^ Private Counselor,” giving full informa- 
tion. Address Dr. R. P. Fellows, Vineland, N. J., 
and say where you saw this advertisment. 


N. B.—Dr. Fellows begs leave to say that he is 
an infidel of the most pronounced character. Bro. 
Liberals, your patronage 18 solicited. 


*NHOPPEL's MODERN HOUSES? 
(Just Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of pninting. : . 

A cardboard snpplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply all the neccessary picces for 
constructing a model konie; with plain directions 

for putting them together. 

While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. Itis,in fact, a most practical lesson in Arch- 
icecturc; » perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, so exact that it is useful to 

nilders. . 
55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000). 

2 New Designs for Barns. 

1 New Design for a Chapel. . 

Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 

(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 

An Article on Villa Park Associations. 

Sent, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE, $1. 
Address 


THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN ASSQ'N 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


TED—Lady agents actually clear $20 daily 
WANT EU vandorrdi entirely new patent rub- 
ber undergarments for females,. A nuinistyr'awite 
sold 13 tirst hour. RM Eu. Chicago, OL. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 


always opposed it. 
Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents; 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 


$3. e wish that the friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


THE MODERN BALAAM. 


Showing the Balaam of modern times to be the 
priests. It isa splendid pictorial argument. Price 
per dozen, 80 ceutsy par hundred, $1.50. 


. 8. 
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Gems of Thought. 


Odds mid Ends. — 


diews of E^ Week. 


Eient French torpedo boats were lost ina 
recent storm with their crews. 


Last Monday was Orangeman’s day. It 
was celebrated in Belfast, Ireland, and other 
places. As usual, there were collisions be- 
tween the Catholics and Protestants. 


C. D. Granam, the Philadelphia cooper, 
went through the whirlpool rapids at Niagara 
Falls, last Sunday, in a barrel of his own con- 

_ struction. He was considerably shaken up, 
but came out uninjured. 


Tue prohibitory act in Rhode Island is 
having the effect to close up some hotels. 
The Rhode Island liquor dealers need to take 
lessons from their brothers in Maine, who sell 
liquor regardless of prohibitory statutes. 


BRooxLyN nuns hav been in the habit of 
sending children to this city to beg money of 
sàloon and store keepers. Last week the 
children were arrested, taken back, and thé 
nuns warned against further violation of the 
vagrancy laws. 

Parson Downs, of Boston, is “again in 
trouble. This time dn unmarried member of 
his congregation swears that the Rev. Mr. 
Downs is the father of her child. The grand 
jury hav found a bill of indictment against 
the accused clergyman. 


Tur Brooklyn Socialists held a mass-meet- 
ing last Sunday at which all those connected 
with the trial and punishment of the boycot- 
ters were fiercely denounced and resolutions 
passed boycotting, as a ''last trump card to 
be played,” the existing political parties. 


In the suit of the Bankers and Merchants’ 
Telegraph Company against the Western 
Union, in which two million dollars’ damages 
were claimed, the jury returned a verdict for 
$240,000. The rulings of the court also 
leave the Bankers and Merchants’ company 
free to sue in other states. 


Warrer, the confessing member 6f the board 
of “boodle” aldermen, has been locked in 
the House of Detention because he ate so 
much that the district attorney could not 
afford to keep him. He will now liv at the 
county's expense, and Mr. Martine can lay by 
a little money for a rainy day. 


Six boycotters were convicted in one of the 
courts of this city last week. Three men 
were sentenced to tlie city prison for ten 
days, two to thirty days. in the same institu- 
tion, and one to the same period in the peni- 
tentiary. The men were all foreigners, and 
most of them could not speak English. 


-Iy the recent election of members of Parlia- 
ment, England, Gladstone and the Home 
Rulers hav suffered defeat. It is reported 
from London that Lord Salisbury is negotiat- 
ing with Lord Hartington for the formation 
of a coalition ministry, on a basis of certain 
concessions to Ireland and the laboring 
classes throughout the empire. ; 


A wEGRO murderer was hanged in the 
Tombs yard on Friday the 9th inst. He died 
in full hope of a glorious resurrection and 
immortal life. He was attended during his 
last hours by a priest and several sisters of 
charity. He confessed and received the last 
sacrament. He is now in heaven. His vic- 
tim, & married woman with whom he was 
intimate, is in sheol. 


Tux Liquor-Dealers’ Protectiv Association 
of this city, at a meeting held on the 8th, re- 
solved in favor of Sunday closing, and de- 
manded that the mayor enforce the Sunday 
law—close groceries and butcher and barber 
shops, and ‘hold them to the strictest letter 
of the law.” In this way they hope to induce 
the public to demand of the legislature a re- 
peal of the Sunday law. 


Tuer steamer Alameda from New Zealand 
brings news of a fearful volcanic eruption in 
that country last month. An entire range of 
mountains, 120 by 20 miles, emitted forth 
fire and smoke, accompanied with earthquake 
rumblings, and in some instances violent ex- 
plosions. Many small nativ villages were 
entirely destroyed. Twenty-one lives are 
known to hav been lost. 


AMERIOAN fishing vessels engaged in catch- 
ing small herr ing for the sardine-canning i in- 
dustry hav been "warned away from the const 
of New Brunswick. The Cauadian anthor- 
ities avow that they will not permit Americans 
to catch herring along their shores for any 
purpose whatever. Secretary of State Bay- 
ard has remonstrated to the British minister. 
It is probable that the price of French sar- 


dines will now rise. 


Exeranni is under a pitiable subserviency to the 
theological machinery that burdens the world, 
which it must learn to throw off before it can be 
truly free.—D. M. Bennett, 


“ DESIGN, represented as a search after final 
cause until we come to a first cause,” says F. W. 
Newman, “is an argument, I confess, that brings 
me no satisfaction.” Design implies the use of 
means for the attainment of ends. Man designs, 
plana, contrives, and uses secondary agencies to 
accomplish his purposes, because unable to attain 
his ends directly. But how absurd to speak of 
contrivance and design in a being of infinit power 
and knowledge! Man, to build a steamship, has 
to fell trees and hew them into various shapes; get 
iron from the earth and smelt it in furnaces, and 
work it into bolts, braces, nails, etc.; hundreds of 
workmen, carpenters, joiners, blacksmiths, cabi- 
net-makers, painters, etc.; labor for months before 
the vessel.can be launched.: If man possessed the 
power to speak into existence a steamship, would 


he contrive; plan, and use means to construct it?- 


On the contrary, would it not come instantly into 
existence as a complete and -perfect whole 7—B, F. 
Underwood. 

Wuat parallel can there be between an enormous 
and a very moderate expenditure, or between pro- 
digious luxury and ordinary comfort? If a man 
taxes me with having squandered fifty dollars on 
a repast, is it an irrefutable retort to tell him that 
he has spent fifty cents? The limited and ra- 
tional expenditures of an industrious man pro- 
duce no evils, economical,80cial; or moral. Icon- 
tend that the unlimited and irrational expendi- 
ture of idle millionaires does; that it wastes labor, 
breeds luxury, creates unhappiness by propagat- 
ing factitious wants, too often engenders. vice, 
and is injurious for the most part to real civiliza- 
tion. The most malignant feelings which enter 
into the present struggle between classes hav been 
generated by the ostentation of idle wealth in con- 
trast with surrounding poverty. It would, of 
course, be absurd to say this of. à man living on a 
small income, in a modest home, and in a plain 
way.—Goldwin Smith. 

Wr sma’ to sell and less to buy, 

Aboon distress below envy, 

Oh, who would leave this humble state, 
For a’ the pride of a’ the great? 


Amid their flarin’, idle toys, 

Amid their cumbrous, dinsome joys, 

Can they the peace and pleasure feel 

Of Bessy at her spinning wheel? —Burns. 


EviL8 are not the less by reason of their contin- 
uance, nor the lighter for having been foreseen, 
and it is folly to ruminate on evils to come; or such 
as, perhaps, never may come; every evil is dis- 
agreeable enough when it does come, but he who 
is constantly considering that some evil may befall 
him is loading himself with a perpetual evil, and 
even should such evil never light on him, he vol- 
untarily takes on himself unnecessary misery, 80 
that he is under constant uneasiness, whether he 
actually suffers any evil, or ohly thinks of it.— 
Cicero. 

To measure life, learn then betimes, and know 
Toward solid good what leads the nearest way; 
For other things mild heaven a time ordains, 
And disapproves that care, though wise in show, 
That with superfluous burden loads the day, 
And, when God sends a cheerful hour, refrains. 
—Hilton. 


TAKE; therefore, no thought for the morrow, for 
the morrow shall take thought for the things of 
itself, Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. 
—Jesus. 

Tue further we go in philosophy and religion, 
the less dogmatic and positiv we can be. If we 
8ee but one point, one side of truth, we are apt to 
assert most vehemently that we are right, and we 
alone. But if our vision is extended, if we see 
more than one side, we grow less positiv. Our be- 
lief is less narrow and intolerant. In one sense it 
is undoubtedly true that the morelight we hav the 
more we doubi. We see this exemplified every- 
where. The quack, acquainted with but one set 
of symptoms, and with no knowledge of all the 
complieated influences which may affect the dis- 
ease of his patient, is the most positiv of men. 
The broad, cultured physician is much less cer- 
tain.—Stoddard?s New Faith. 

SEEST thou a man wise in his own conceit? 
There is more hope of a fool than of him. The 
sluggard is wiser, in his own conceit, than geven 
men that can render a reason.— Prov. xxvi, 12, 16. 


Tue infidel is he who deliberately declines to 
Speak what he thinks, or to trust humanity with 
what helpful truth has been entrusted to himself. 
I could not but smile to hear it said the other day, 
* One assumes an awful responsibility to teach a 
doctrin not sanctioned by the church." What is 
that,I thought, to the audacity of refusing your 
own honest doubt ?—Sam. Johnson, D.D. 


To discuss the credibility of the miraculous con- 
ception and birth would be to offer an insult to the 
human understanding. - Keightley’s “ Mythology 
of Greece and Italy,” and Sir Wm. Jones’s ** Gods 
of India,” giv many precedents of sons of gods 
miraculously born. Italy, Greece, and India must, 
however, yield the palm to Judea. The incarnate 
Chrishna must giv way to the incarnate Christ. 
A miraculous birth would be scouted to-day as 
monstrous; antedate it two thousand years, and 
we worship it as a miracle.—Bradiaughs When 
were Our Gospels Written t 


HE that loves a rosy cheek, 
Or a coral lip admires, . 
Or from starlike eyes doth seek 
Fuel to maintain its fires, 
As old Time makes them decay, 
So his flames must waste away. 


But a smooth and steadfast mind, . 
Gentle thoughts and calm desires, 


Hearts with equal love combined, $ 


Kindle never-dying fires ; 
Where these are not, I despise 
Lovely cheeks, or lips, or eyes. 
—Thomas Carew. 


A LADY once said she could always know when 
she had taken too much wine at dinner—her hus- 
band's jokes began to seem funny. 

Mr. FRovpE says the Irish cannot govern them- 
selvs. Perhaps Mr. Froude has heard how the Irish 
govern American cities, and based his opinion on 
the impression thus made. 

Now doth the howling swell who can’t afford to 
go to the country, begin to take a kindlier view of 
the farmer relativ in the swamp at Wayback, 
whom he called a yokel and a yop last December. 

Surer placed on Key West Island lose their wool 

in the second year. We hav an Island in the East 
River with the same peculiarity, only a little more 
80. Prisoners usually lose their wool about fifteen 
minutes after they arrive. 
-.“A HEN has to feet.” “He done it." This was 
what Superintendent B. B. Russell, of Brockton, 
placed upon the blackboard for the pupils to cor- 
rect. This was the way one boy corrected it: 
“He didn’t doneit; God done it.” 


Tuts is the time of the year when the definition 
of the word “ ridicnle” is keenly understood and 
appreciated by the small boy who appears among 
his companions for the first time this year just 
after his hair has been sliced off by his mother. 


Bozszy had spent the greater part of Sunday 
afternoon committing to memory the Lord's 
Prayer. Ashe knelt at his mother's knee at bed- 
time, he looked up to her and said : ** Mama, won't 
God be surprised when he finds I can say two 
prayers?" 


Ir must seem sort of queer to H. R. Wilson to be 
investigated by twenty Presbyterian clergymen. 
But then, clergymen hav been investigated so 
much themselvs lately that they simply monopo- 
lized the situation, and it seems eminently proper 
that some one else should hav a chance. 

AMANDA: ' Reginald, I understand you hav 
been cireulating the report that we are engaged 
around town." Reginald: “And so we are, my 
dear. Amanda: “t Yes, I know; but it seems as 
though a man who cared for my future happiness 
ought not to say anything that will prevent me 
marrying some good man.” 

AGAINST her conscience. Scene—Highlands. 
Sunday. Tourist: *Can you sell us threepenny 
worth of milk, Missus?” "Mrs. McJob: ** Whit did 
ye say? Losh me! Sell mulk on the Saubath 
day? Na, na! I couldna’ dae that; but as ye 
seem dacent boys, ll jist gie ye thripence worth, 
for naethin’, an’ ye’ll jist mak mea praesent o’ a 
shullin’.” 

Comina out of the theater, the other night, after 
the impressiv performance of Booth’s * Hamlet,” 
attention was drawn to the effusiv delight of a 
young lady who was thus trying apparently to 
show her gratitude to the gentleman upon whose 
arm she was resting : “Tve had a real good time, 
George,” said she, *and its a real lovely play. 
It’s so full of quotations.” 

A PRAOTICAL application of scripture : Winnie's 
mother had been combing the little girl's long and 
handsome but wind-tangled, romp-snarled hair. 
When the operation was finished—and it was not 
unaccompanied with severe pulls—Winnie asked, 
“Did you get out many hairs, mamma?” “ Yes, 
dear, was the answer, “quite a good many.” 
“Then God'll hav to number them all over again, 
won't he?” 

A DAKOTIAN met an old friend while on an east- 
ern trip. *Ihear that Bill Applejack, who went 
out to your country, has failed in business." 
“Yes.” “Hard times?” “No.” '*Toomuchcom- 
petition?" “No, I think not.” ‘Too little atten- 
tion to business?” *'*Oh, no, he worked hard.” 
“I don’t see why he failed, then.” ‘* Well, you 
see, a few determined gentlemen on the board of 
trade got a new inch rope around his neck and 


forced him to make an assignment." “Horses?” 
“ Horses." 
A WISE FATHER. 
Youth : “I hav come to ask you for the hand of 


your daughter.” 

Physician : * You hav?" 

Y.: *Yes, sir. I hav enough of this world's 
good's to support her in comfort, even in luxury." 

P.: “Yes, I am aware of that, but will you treat 
her kindly? Will you be a gentle husband?” 

: “Sir, I swear—” 

E: * Oh! never mind swearing. Your inten- 
tions are all right, no doubt; but I must be sure 
that you won't worry and fret the life out of her 
after you get her. Take off your coat and let me 
sound you to see what kind of a liver you’ve got.” 


FIVE CENTIMENTAL. 


The sun was just setting upon the western hori- 
zon, when a solitary horsecar might hav been seen 
wending its way up-town. 

Its refulgent beams touched with a ruddy glow 
the nose of a trampon the further end of the seat, 
and lent a club flush to the pale cheek of the youth 
who sat on the nearer end, while it kissed the ripe 
lips of the maid who sat between them to a deeper 
crimson. 

The youth, who had been eyeing the maiden all 
the way up town to the full extent of his powers, 
sighed, and for the fiftieth time tried to attract 
her attention. Fair, indeed, seemed to him the 
unconscious beauty, and his opinion seemed to be 
confirmed by the conductor, who just then came 
along and yelled: 

[13 Fare m 

The youth handed him a ten-cent piece. .The 
young lady passed him a five-cent piece, which he 
at once handed to the yonth in change. 

The five-cent piece had a hole in it, but the 
youth did not refuse it. He saw his chance. 

Glaneing scntimentally at the young lady, he 
raised it to his lips, aud then hung it on his watch- 
chain as 9 souvenir. 

It was neatly done, but then the young lady hav- 
ing eourteously passed along the tramp's nickel, 
paid her own fare with a free ticket. 

The conductor smiled, and the tramp said mus- 
ingly: 

** Ah, there, Arthur, don’t put your arm — 
me until we get beyond the houses."—Puck. 


Paine Vindicated! 


—0— 


À thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Observers slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 
both: the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, 
—o— 


The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every. 
where in vindication. 


60pp. Price 10 cents; 12 copies, $1. 


A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death. 


bed of Thomas Paine. 
BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(pon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


18pp. Price 5 cents; 25 for $1.00. 


For these two pamphlets address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
83 Clinton Pl., New York. 


BIBLE MYTHS 


AND THEIR 


Parallels in Other Religions. 


Being a Comparison of the Old and New Testa- . 
ment Myth s and Miracles with those of 
heathen nations of Antiquity, Con- 
sidering. also their Origin 
and Meaning. With 
numerous illus- 
trations. 


The object of the work 18 to 
pith which the Old and New Testaments abound ; 
to show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning. 

** Tt is unquestionable true That the resulta of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else 80 accessible as they are now made. 
in the work before u8."—X. Y. Sun, . 

1vol.8vo. Cloth.. About 600. rem 

; Price, 63.60 


THE TRUTH SEE 
33 Clinton Place, 


iR CO. 
ew York, 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


OR, 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated b: the clergy 


H. J. SEIGNEURET, 
Secularist. 
Price, - 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH ‘SEEKER co. 


THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. 

From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
SEVENTH EDITION. 

A most powerfully written book.—Phtla. Record. 

This Book is not a Boo It is a Deed! and 
those who oppose it will prove that they fear it.— 
Vienna News. Pri km 50 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Pl., New York. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


oR, 
Men or Bustness WHo Dip SowETHING BESIDES 
MAKING MONEY. 
A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS: 


BY JAMES PARTON. 


This book contains 400 pages, plainly ‘printed, 

treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 

helped the world; together with eight portrnits. 

Mr. Parton's works need no commendation. They 
are standard. 

Prie-, - = = = - $1.25. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
1 33 Clinton Place. New York. 


THE RISE OF 


[NTELLECTOAL LIBERTY 


From Thales to Copernicus. 


By FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND, Author of The . 


Reign of the Stoics." 


“c This is a book not only to be read once, but te 
be kept and referred to, and pondered over fron. 
year to yar, It is a guide-book of Liberalism 
through the past centuries prior to 1600, the era of 
Coperniens and Bruno. It does not take the place 
of other histories like Gibbon, Hallam, or Lecky 
but it makes them intelligible by pointin out the 
white light that has been cast upon the Iurid 
clouds of ignorance, superstition, and cmelty, 
from the little stream of Freethought that has 
fiowed in its ragged, » broken, and obstructed course 
down through the ages which now liv only as our 
realm of Memory and Admonition.” 


Octavo, 458 pp. " PRICE, $3.50. 
Address THE TRUHT SEEKER. 
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SWS: 
BSUSS 


NOW 


A “Transfiguration” of the Bartholdi Statue which may be expected under Catholie rule. 


AND 


THEN. 


dotes and Clippings. 


THE Denver Tribune-Republican declares 
äts belief that the ‘‘ present hot weather is 
directly caused by Brother Munhall’s learned 
discourses on hell.” 


"Plum years ago Bishop Kerfoot wrote to 
Bishop Whittingham : “ If trial by peers is 
ever a humbug, it is when any order of clergy 
are the jurymen. They will indict a brother 
for being suspected, and then hang him for 
being indicted.” 


Farner Forron, of the Society of Jesus in 
New York, has convened a meeting of fathers 
who preside over the colleges, in order tocon- 
sider some questions connected with the in- 
tellectual advancement of the pupils. It is 


‘about time that the Catholics should take 


some such step as this. Father Fulton and 
his priests will find a large field and no com- 
petitors. 


Accorp1nG to statistics, Cincinnati deserves 
“to be called the “ City of Churches” rather 
‘than Brooklyn, as it has one church to every 
1,250 inhabitants, while Brooklyn has one 
There is 


:and the fact that in Cincinnati beer sells at 
three cents per glass, while in Brooklyn it 
‘costs five. 


Ar this season of the year the papers are 
retelling the old story of Isaiah Thomas, who 
used to make almanacs. When he was pre- 
yaring the one for 1780 one of his boys asked 
him what he should put opposit the ** 18th of 
July.” . Mr. Thomas, being engaged, replied, 
st Anything, anything.” The boy, thus 


ordered, returned to the office and set, 
“ Rain, hail, and snow." The country was 
all amazement when the day arrived, for it 
actually rained, hailed, and snowed violently. 


Tue study of oaths and expletivs, says the 
Chicago News, is very interesting. We hav 
never yet met a person who was not addicted 
to the use of oaths, though many people use 
them unwittingly. The ladies, for example, 
hav a pet oath in the words “ dear me;" they 
think it means ‘‘dear I,” but it doesn’t. 
‘‘Dear me” is a corruption of ‘ Dio mio,” 
meaning '' my God!” 


SaMuEL G. Kay, of Pittsburgh, Pa., at- 
tended church regularly, was activ in the 
Young Men's Christian Association, a promi- 
nent leader in the Murphy temperance move- 
ment, took great interest in lectures by 
clergymen, and was the head and front of 
nearly all movements to bring Talmage to 
Pittsburgh. Nevertheless he forged ànother 
man's name to three checks, amounting to 
$800, and then skipped the town. 


Davin Butt, of Buffalo, recently told this 
story apropos of the monster Scotch petition 
against the Irish Home Rule bill, and as illus- 
trating the attitude of tke Scotch toward the 
Irish: A minister was making a pastoral call 
at the cottage of a shepherd, and in the 
course:;of conversation spoke of the goodness 
and power of God, and his might in making 
the world, the sky, and heaven, and populat- 
ing the earth with men and women. When 
he got through an auld wife broke in with 
the question: ‘Am did he mak’ the Eerish, 
too?" “ Yes, most certainly," was the re- 
ply. ' Ay, then," was the rejoinder, “He 
has muckle tae answer for.” 


Tar Arkansas Traveler contains this mem- 
orandum of a prayer-meeting: Man at a 
mourner’s bench. Preacher, approaching 


him, asks: ‘‘My poor friend, do you feel re- 
pentant?” ‘“ Yes." ‘You feel bad, doubt- 
less?" ‘Yes, and if I always feel this way 


I will never do it again." ‘‘ Do what again ?" 
* Get drunk.” ‘‘ My friend,” whispered the 
preacher, ‘‘I hav been there, and I do not 
doubt the sincerity of your repentance.” 


Some years ago James Freeman Clarke, in 
speaking of Unitarians, said: ‘‘ One of our 
main advantages, as heretics, is freedom 
from the care of our reputation.. How 
much, time the orthodox lose in avoiding or 
abetting the charge of heresy! We enjoy 
already as bad a reputation as we can. We 
are already Infidels and Deists in the popular 
esteem. The theologians hav already preju- 
diced the public against us as much as pos- 
sible; and no matter what we say, they can 
not make the matter worse. Thus we are 
saved from the necessity of watching our 
own shadow, and can go boldly forward fol- 
lowing truth.” 


"Tug New York Tribune voices the senti- 
ment of despotism evcrywhere when it says, 
“The right of free speech does not giv the 
right to teach wicked doctrins.” So thought 
the Jews when they crucified Jesus, so thought 
the Christians when they murdered Hypatia, 
so thought Calvin when he burned Servetus, 
and the Boston gentry when they drove Gar- 
rison through the streets with a halter about 
his neck. The czar of Russia would not ob- 
ject to the Z77¢bune’s kind of “free speech "— 
the kind which first assumes that everybody 
is wicked who does not love the czar, and 
that the wicked shall not speak. If Horace 


Greeley could assert himself he would kick 
the cditor of the Tribune into-the middle of 
the East River.— Winsted Press, 


A UmrrARIAN writes to the Evening Post 
concerning the eligibility of Colonel Ingersoll 
to membership in the Unitarian church. The 
writer says: ‘‘ The Unitarians, by the genius 
of their ecclesiastical system, would be con- 
strained to regard an application for member- 
ship on his (Colonel Ingersoll’s] part as sufli- 
cient evidence that he had experienced the 
change of heart that could slone fit him for 
their fellowship, and therefore would require . 
of him no dogmatic test, any more than they 
would of a Calvinist or a Brahman who 
wished to unite with them. All they care to 
know of any candidate is that he sincercly 
desires to coóperate with them in the promo- 
tion of truth and righteousness and the up- 
buildiug of a Christ-like character "—the 
term Christ-like being understood. 


Tre First Methodist Protestant church of 
Camden, N. J., is not an unusually wealthy 
institution, but it can afford to hav a church- 
fight. The other day Steward Drummond 
was checking off the weekly subscriptions of 
the congregation when Trustee Guthridge 
entered the church and asked where a cer- 
tain five-dollar subscription was. Drum- 
mond said he had not seen it. Guthridge 
called him a liar. The steward tried hard to 
restrain. his temper, but the trustee kept 
piling on the hard words until forbearance 
ceased to be a virtue, and Brother Drum- 
mond went for Brother Guthridge. Mrs. 
Drummond’s restraining hands on her hus- 
band’s coat tails were all that prevented the 
trustee from receiving a thrashing. The re- 
sult will be a regular church trial. 
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The Iniluence of: Religion and Philosophy on | wealth was the key to morals. Ali philosophic minds 


Morals. 
BY VAN BUREN DENSLOW. 
TV. 


Shail I attempt to sketch the advantages of that 
religious organization whose bright side is the unifi- 
cation of thought, whose dark side is sectarianism? 
It was to print the Bible that Faust invented types. 
It was to serve or overthrow religion that the sciences 
and philosophy hav been studied. They hav not 
had the effect desired, but all their beneficence has 
resulted from the delusion that they would hav that 
effect, just as the alchemic search for the philosopher's 
stone introduced chemistry, and the astrologer’s 
search for the hidden clews of human destiny revealed 
the undreamed-of glories of astronomy. To extend 
the lustrous triumphs of the cross Columbus was 
commissioned; Oxford, Cambridge, Dartmouth, 
Harvard, and Yale were founded, and that col- 
legiate system which everywhere precedes the 
common-school system of education was introduced. 
Motivs hav little to do with results. As a means 
of converting Indians Dartmouth failed. As a means 
of educating Webster it succeeded. The church has 
always abounded sufficiently in good and humane 
works of every kind, so that the class of men who 
want to brace up their reputations morally always 
join it in preference to a philosophical society. Hy- 
pocrisy is the homage which vice pays to virtue. If 
there were no sound, healthy, valuable fish swimming 
under the surface of the great religious deep, there 
would be no gulls hovering over its waters seeking 
and illustrating corruption. 

Not that I would concede that civilization is in any 

more distinctiv sense religious and Christian than it 
is intellectual and pagan. Whence comes monogamy 
and with it the glory of the pure and holy union of 
one man to one woman? Not from polygamous 
Judea, but from Greece, Rome, and Germany; from 
the Aryan, not the Semitic, races. Whence comes 
our art, in all its varieties of poetry, painting, sculpt- 
ure, music, gymnastics, dancing, literature, history, 
architecture, and the like? Not from somber and 
mercenary Judea, but from pagan Greece, Rome, and 
the Gothicraces. Whence come the masculin theories 
of virtue which, fortunately, reassert themselvs 
through the power of skepticism, and make it consist 
in courage, fidelity to truth, industry, ambition, 
prowess, health, physical nobility, blood, pedigree, 
race, culture, gentility, and the other Roman virtues, 
thus practically repudiating the Christian or feminin 
virtues of humility, patience in suffering, self-denial 
and self-sacrifice, poverty, chastity, which in Chris- 
tian churches are taught by men, but hardly believed 
or practiced except by women? Nor ought they to 
be. If the vigorous skeptical common sense of the 
male sex and its endowment of intellect, passion, force, 
industry, and will by their creator were not sufficient 
to make it ignore in practice the feminin theory of 
‘virtue which was enunciated by Jesus, and to substi- 
tute therefor the Roman standard of virtue in which 
ambition is the pivotal quality, industry would cease 
and civilization would drift backward into barbarism. 
It is the exaltation of the feminin virtues above the 
masculin, those that fit for suffering above those that 
fit for conquest, that has always made Christianity 
seem natural, healthy, and easy for women; awkward, 
hypocritical, and half-hearted in men. Very few men 
ever become religious except through female influence. 
It is not the man that preaches, the gospel, but it is 
his mother, wife, or sister, who has retained his intel- 
lect, by some fee of affection, to act as her attorney. 
These feminin virtues are very useful to soften the 
asperities of the world after the masculin virtues hav 
conquered it. As they are the cause of woman’s sub- 
jugation by man, so if man should practice them they 
would cause his subjugation by nature, 7.e., his de- 
cline froin wealth, power, and civilization into pov- 
erty, weakness, and barbarism. 

And now let us turn to irreligion, or the emanci- 
pating force as a social power. The world’s rulers, 

' thinkers, and revolutionists; its Platos, Copernicuses, 
Napoleons, Bismarcks, Garibaldis; its Shaksperes, 
Franklins, Humboldts, Goethes, Voltaires; its phi- 
losophers, historians, poets, inventors, explorers, and 
originators, are essentially all irreligious., Irreligion 
brings out the individual in his emancipated man- 
hood, and bids him make.the most of himself, for no 
vicarious mantle of anothers merit will ever reward 
his indolence, or giv him glory in exchange for his 
mere wishes. In Protestantism it makes him his 
own pope, in Parkerism his own priest, in Unitarian- 
ism) and Deism his own Christ, and, finally, in the 
Atheism of pure philosophy, and the scientific Mate- 
rialism of Darwin, it makes him his own God. There 
is none higher. One of the most noted philosophers 
now living, and the ablest one of the economic school 
that America has ever produced, once said to me, and 
not, I think, at all in a manner that forbids its repeti- 
tion, it being simply the. blunt expression of his in- 
most faith, “ These preachers,” said he, “go into 
the pulpit and try to persuade the people that salva- 
tion is in Jesus Christ. But I tell you that salvation 
is in ME and in my books" He meant that morality 
grew as man grew in wealth, and that the science of 


of intense originality and individualism approximate 
to this feeling, if they do not express it. 

The advantages of the irreligious position are the 
independence, integrity, and often dignity which it 
imparts to one’s thoughts, investigations, and state- 
ments of truth. It renders a man fitter for scientific 
analysis, for discovery in the domain of physics, for 
historical narration, and often for representing and 
wielding government over men. The religious states- 
man, the religious general, thé religious philosopher, 
and the religious physician are all contradictions, and 
are very likely to be frauds. — 

The state is never so bloody or so unjust as when 
it attempts to promote the gospel. Sectarianism is 
the very worst qualification @ man can hav for dealing 
with questions of the weal or woe of nations. Had 
Nero not been a sectarian bigot of the heathen pat- 
tern, had he been as free from religion as Augustus 
Cæsar, he would not hav persecuted the Christians. 
Had the lion-hearted Richard been as free from 
religion as Lord Palmerston or Disraeli, instead of 
dyeing the sands of Palestine with English blood, in 
the wars to recover the holy sepulcher, he might hav 
imported Arabian scholars to teach the arts of the 
Saracens to his subjects. Had Queen Mary been as 
free from religion as Voltaire, she would hav been as 
free from the blood of the innocent. Had Cromwell 
and William of Orange held creeds in statesmanlike 
contempt, they would not hav cursed both England 
and Ireland with centuries of mutual hate. 
one has said, “ When men are on the throne, women 
govern.” Certain it is that when saints are on the 
throne, the devil reigns. Righteousness is best de- 
fended when men of no religion wield the state, and 
religion itself flourishes best when it cannot budge a 
bayonet or a constable. History is told with least 
bias, the law is framed and administered with most 
integrity, and science discloses its facts most instruc- 
tivly to those on whom creeds sit lightly. This gain 
to the world is often purchased at the cost of painful 
isolation to the individual. The man who thinks is 
more solitary than the hermit on Mount Athos cliffs. 
To the extent that he is original, he is alone.. In the 
degree that he is loving, this solitude is exile. Byron 
has said of mere social isolation, which is not to be 
compared with the religious: 

To sit on rocks, to muse o’er flood and fell, 
To slowly trace the forest’s shady scene, 

Where things that own not man’s dominion dwell 
And human foot hath ne'er or rarely been; 

To climb the trackless mountain all unseen, 
With the wild flock that never nceds a fold ; 

Alone o'er steeps and foaming falls to lean— 
This is not solitude; 'tis but to hold 
Converse with nature’s charms, and view: her stores un- 

rolled. 

But midst the crowd, the hum, the shock of men, 
To see, to hear, to feel, and to possess, 

And roam along the world's tired denizen, 

With none to bless us, none whom we can bless; 
None that, with kindred consciousness endued, 

If we were not, would seem to smile the less,- 
Of all that followed, flattered, sought, and sued— 
This is to be alone; this, this is solitude. 

To differ from prevailing sects and schools, whether 
of the religious or of the irreligious, in one's views of 
life, duty, and destiny, adds to the gloom of solitude 
the vulgar insults of suspicion. It is to liv under 
another God, in another life. ; 

Perhaps some souls are: driven by this isolation 
into moral recklessness. Usually, however, few men 
reach this religious solution until the very studies 
which brought them hither hav, by their drain on 
nervous power, subdued the passions which might 
make their isolation dangerous. But to the more 
richly endowed this solitude is peopled with a nobler 
race than society. To this class belong that chosen 
few who come forth upon society like Mohammed 
from his cave, like Swedenborg from his dreams, like 
Moses from the mountain of the law, or Buddha from 
his slavery, or Jesus from his temptation, armed: with 
a Koran, a vision, a decalog, a gospel, or an emanci- 
pation that shall be Infidel to all the past only that 
it may bequeath a nobler orthodoxy to all the future. 
Such willingly receive their temporary crucifixion by 
the vulgar that they may win a truer homage and a 
wider fame than could hav been theirs by chiming in 
weakly and pleasurably with the religious fashion of 
the hour. There is a one-sided class of, as I think, 
unphilosophical philosophers, who are determined to 
account for the world on a simple plan by throwing 
away or denying the facts which make it complex; 
they insist upon running it by some one force instead 
of through the antagonism of opposing forces, and 
especially in the world of ideas they would insist that 
no one truth, which is but a name for some force in 
nature or in thought, should clash with any other 
truth, but that all facts should be bent to harmonize 
with some one theory, instead of being left, as they 
are in nature, to sustain conflicting theories. Such 
men ask, How can it be that a religion, if begun or 
sustained in part upon myths and fictions, can end 
in utility and truth? Well, science began in the 
fictions of incantations, fortune-telling, alchemy, sor- 
cery, magic, witchcraft, astrology. Its origin is as 
full of myths, and its history as full of romance, lies, 
and impositions on the human mind as is the history 


Some. 


of religion. The faculty of. deceiving and of being - = 


deceived is not:arrested by turning one's attention to 
science. Does not Herodotus tell of a race; I think 
the anthropophagi, who do carry their heads under 
their arms? 
nology. And did not a reverend scientist of early 


That is part of. the early science, eth- `. 


New England write that the Connecticut river at a- 


certain point flows through banks so narrow that its 
waters by pressure became indurated, and as solid as 
iron, so that the point of the sharpest knife could 
not be thrust into them? That was part of the 
science of the day. In cosmogony science is now 
riding two horses in opposit directions, one that the 


earth has been constantly cooling since it became a. . 
planet, the other that most. of its early cosmical .. 


changes were produced by ice. 
We cannot measure.all truth by one standard. 


We discover the truths of anatomy by the dissecting | 


knife. But if we search with that implement to find 
the source of life, or the cause of beauty, we convert: 
both life and beauty into a hideous mass of disgust- 
ing entrails. 


We cannot detect all truth by one test ` 


or measure it all by one standard. Scientific truth is ` 


proved by experiment. Mathematic truth requires 
demonstration. Poetic truth is too subtle for either. 
Its only test is, Does it so shadow forth those things 
that universally please, and conceal that which in 


nature mars our pleasure, as to render us the highest | 


possible pleasure, refined from the dross of the actual, 
and complete in the charms of the ideal? The truth 
of the Greek Slave or of Powers's Eve, as a work of 
art, lies not in the question, Did she ever actually 


exist? but in the question, Is it à perfect grouping of . 


the elements that please? 
vated taste? 
Religious truths may be drawn alike from historic 
truths or from historic fictions. Then test is, Do 


Does it deligut the culti- ^. . 
If so, it is true to nature and to art. | 


they exalt the religious passion, the passion to liv a- 


pure and holy life, a life very near to the divine ideal ; 
to the suppression of the other passions of ambition, 


the broader fact it shadows forth, viz., that all men 
who seek to change man’s standards of right and 
wrong will be crugified, for the bigotry of the human 
heart arrays itself against every moral revolutionist ; 
if it did not do so, moral laws could hav no perma- 
nency. And it does not follow that because one 
man, who was crucified, was a Christ, therefore the 
balance were not criminals. TIR 
Whether Moses found the decalog engraved on 
tablets of stone is less important than the fact that 
he succeeded in engraving it on those tablets of the 
human heart which in their eternal succession- arë 
more durable than stone. Whether Jesus was of im- 
maculate conception or whether he rose from the 
dead is less important than the fact that he is the 
most influential mind that ever walked the earth by 
virtue of his vaster influence upon its intellectual and 
moral development. Next to him probably ranks, 
Buddha, the Hindoo prince, who at the sight of a 
slave beaten by the lash descended voluntarily from 


the palace to the hovel, and became and continued: 


for years a slave, in order that, having been made 
perfect through suffering, he might, not by war but 
by love, gently lead the masters out of despotism and 
the bondsmen into liberty. Resembling Jesus more 
nearly than any other in the benevolence of his life, 
he resembles him also in the extent and nature of his 
influence. 
Moses, Mohammed. : 

I hav thus tried to shadow forth a few faint out- 
lines of this difficult, wonderful picture which history 
presents to us of the moral influences of religion. 
The libraries of the world are filled with volumes 
upon it. I hav not even hoped to do justice to it in 
an hour. 

In conclusion let me say that the great intellectual 
forces which antagonize religion, viz, science and 
philosophy, are like the day. They open up to us 
the world in which we dwell, its infinit capacities, its 
minute beauties, its myriad wonders, its grand anthem 
of causation. As we admire it all, we shudder at the 
thought that night, the mantle of all this beauty, the 
cover of crime, the terror of simple minds, will in a 
few hours spread its dark pall over all and lock the 
world in its deathlike embrace. We start back from 
that darkness and blackness of terror—the night. ` 

And religion is that night. In it the soul rests 
the sweeter for not knowing aught but that it feels 
the sense of rest. It says to man, Work not, but 
trust. It locks the mind fast in its peace, while now 
and then horrible crimes stalk forth under its shadow 
and win the execrations of the ages: But while the 
mind thus rests, high over all breaks forth the glory 
of the heavens—star upon star, world upon world, 
which the day has hidden, pierces the great depths of 
God, until the soul exclaims, Why did I think the day 
revealed knowledge? It wholly hid a thousand 
worlds to reveal imperfectly but one. But night, 
mantling one world to reveal millions, is the great 
revelator. 

Happiest and sanest is he to whom the day dis- 
closes its near work and useful knowledge, and the 
night its rest and gleams of other worlds; to whom 


„avarice, self-indulgence, sensualism, and the like? .- 
Whether Jesus was crucified is not so important as . 


1 


And next to these might rank Confucius, 
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observation, reason, and experiment unfold their daily 


lessons of utility, and, with regular alternation, relig- 
ion lifts up its somber, gloomy wings, dripping with 
darkness from. every pinion, like the night, that 
through them may glint and glisten the stars of a 
loftier, though trembling, wavering, twinkling hope. 


Af the worlds it reveals should all be rolled away as 


a scroll, and death, as an eternal sleep, should prove 


- that those glistening hopes were delusiv; that in 


grasping for the dazzling prize of immortality our 
ambition had. overleaped the beneficence which guides 


-the universe; if there be any sentient minds any- 


where who will see these hopes go out, these stars 
extinguished, they will weep for pity that fate was 
noi more just to those who dreamed so nobly. But 
if aught of these sublime and heavenly visions, which 
through all ages hav canopied the earth in its dark- 
est hours with unnumbered and celestial glories, is to 
be realized —if, indeed, the enfranchised soul, 


Eternal, boundless, undecayed, 
A thought unseen but seeing all; 
All, all in earth and skies displayed, 
Shall it survey, shall it recall. 
Before creation peopled earth 
Its eye shall roam through chaos back, 
And wliere the furthest heaven had birth 
The spirit trace its rising track ; 
And where the future mars or makes 
Its glance dilate o'er all to be, 
While sun is quenched and system breaks, 
Fixed in its own eternity ; 
Above, or love, hope, hate, or fear, 
It livs all passionless and pure; 
Its age shall fleet like earthly year, 
Its years as moments shall endure. 
. Away, away, without a wing, 
O'er all, through all, its thoughts shall fly, 
_ A nameless and eternal thing, . 
Forgetting what it was to die; 


if this or aught like this vision be converted into our 


. after-death experience, as we look back on the specu- 


lations and philosophies which came to dull our 'sense 
of those bright religious dreams, we shall say, Why, 
indeed, did we suppose it was the day that lighted 
up the world? It was night, deep, illimitable, mys- 
terious night—aye, darkness and mystery, these were 
the great revelators. 
3 — OOO 
Gems from Jones. 


Here are some “gems from Sam Jones,” as the 
Sun calls them, being. paragraphs from sermons 
preached in Indianapolis by the Georgia revivalist, 
with comments by Si Slokum: 

Gem the first: ‘‘Here is my theology; it is all I need. If 
you want to do good God will help you do good, and if you 
want to do bad the devil will help you. "That's enough 
theology for auybody." 

As all religionists claim that we are “free agents,” 
it would seem that we should be left to do as we will, 
and when we want to do good or evil do it with- 
out help from God or assistance from the Devil —I be- 
lieve in giving the Devil a capital D—and that’s the 
way allgood or evil is done, depend upon it, sans 
God, sans Devil. . 


Gem the second: “ I hav heard of churches which claimed 


` to be the only church of God. The old hardshells do it, I 


.ment of God, then what would be? 


believe. I don’t know how they are up here, but if they are 
the same as they are down in Georgia the Lord has turned 
over the whole business to a mighty ignorant crowd.” ` 

If this isn’t reflecting on the business manage- 
God, who 
doeth all things well, as is claimed, knew what he 
was about when he “turned over the whole business 
to a mighty ignorant crowd,” most certainly, and 
Sam Jones givs him an undeserved slap, it seems to 
me. Sam Jones stultifies himself when he criticises 
the Lord, T think. . 

Gem the third: ‘Sympathy is a good deal better than dig- 
nity. Ive seen some old preacher get up in his pulpit, and 
helooks like he is five miles away, and he has got dignity 
enough to fill two worlds. Dignity is the starch of a shroud. 
When I die, and am lying stiff and cold in my coffin, III 
hav as much dignity as anybody, but I am never going to be 
dignified till I do die." i 

It is evident that Jones knows himself, as far as 
dignity is concerned. With not the least dignity in 
life, there is no doubt that he will make as dignified 
a corpse as the next man, provided he isn't twisted 


: out of all shape by disease. Yes, Jones as a defunct, 


without being contorted, will assume a dignity that 
he had not a particle of in life, and it may suffice him 
to know this. 

Gem the fourth: ** Now, some sister, I expect, will turn 
up her nose at me because lam not dignified. Bless you, 
the Devil has got a mortgage on that nose, and he will fore- 
close it some of these days, and get the old gal with it, too.” 

This is of Jones exceedingly Jonesey; a “gem 
from Jones" as isa gem. Talmage may hav equaled 
it, but Beecher never worked off anything like it. 
Comment falls fainting by the wayside before the daz- 
zling rays of this '** Gem’ of purest ray serene.” To 


. be sure, I might etch the harrowing picture of the 


* Devil foreclosing on that nose, and taking the old 
gal with him," but cui bono? 


Gem the fifth: ** We hav got to learn that money will help 
a man to heaven, just like it will help him io New York. I 
can get to New York city without a cent, but I will hav to 
walk every step, and beg my bread along the road. You can 
get to heaven without #cent, but you will find Jordan a 
hard road to travel.” 


This is a; gem” without a flaw from center to cir- 


cumference. Jones tumbled to it down in Georgia, 
where, as one of the “ po’ white trash,” he “ toted” 
cotton for a black boss, and dropped to the easiest 
way of getting money for the journey to heaven— 
namely, blooming out as a revivalist. I wish I hed 
the “gift of gab,” I would get onto the “ revival” 
racket at once. There are thousands, if not millions, 
in it. There is nothing new to the heaven-bound 
ones in this “gem,” for they are all on it to a man, 
getting money to help them on their journey. There 


.was that pious merchant who died of late, whose 


effigy in brass so greatly adorns our city, he went in 
for a big pile to help him on his way to heaven, and 
got it. Unfortunately he had to part with a large por- 
tion of said pile to appease an outraged government, 
which he had bamboozled by false invoices. How- 
ever, with a large stock of piety and a still big 
“pile,” he got safely through to heaven, it is pre- 
sumed. But I should like to ask Jones if he, in his 
proposition, does not reflect on the utterances of the 
Master, who advised the rich to- giv up all they had 
to the poor, and who said a camel could go through 
a needle’s eye as easily as 4 rich man through the 
gate of heaven. However fimes aren't now as they 
used to was, and it takes money to do things that it 
didn’t take in eaxlier days. One thing is evident, 
that Sam means to get all he can of money, in order 
to go to heaven by first-class conveyance, and it must 
be admitted that traveling to heaven by palace- 
cars is pleasanter than hoofing it, and that Jordan is 
indeed a hard road to travel, as Sam says, when one 
is obliged to take to Shanks's mare, and face all sorts 
of weather and road-impediments; and Sam wants 
to go in the pleasantest manner. No hoofing in his; 
oh, no, not for Sam. ; , 

Gem the sixth : ** A man who livsunder the cook stove and 
sleeps in the pantry belongs to the animal tribe. A man who 
livs in the library, with the finest authors, is an intellectual 
man. A man who walks arm in arm with God is a spiritual 
man." m 

Of course Sam would deny belonging to the 
* animal tribe," and we all know he is not an “ intel- 
lectual man;" he, of course, must be a “spiritual 
man walking arm in arm with God.” How fortunate 
for Sam that the Lord is not so particular about the 
company he keeps as Sam is himself! Now, Sam, 
who is but a mere “worm,” wouldn't walk arm in 
arm down the street with the “worm” who sells gin, 
and yet the Lord condescends to lock arms with Sam 
the worm, and Sam criticising his doings, too, at 
that! If Sam is really a “spiritual man," as he im- 
plies, “walking arm and arm with God,” then it must 
be admitted that the latter is democratic to the back- 
bone, if not to a fault, howsoever cruel he has ever 
been to his creatures; much more democratic than 
the writer, who owns up that he wouldn't walk arm 
in arm with Sam Jones down Broadway, at 4 r.m., 
unless handsomely paid for so doing, and for the 
reason that he doesn't think Sam is half what he 
paints himself to be, but one working the religious 
racket for allit is worth to him in shekels, a line of 
“business” requiring Al copper-fastened hypocrisy 
to conduct successfully, which, according to accounts, 
Sam is doing. ! 

Gem the seventh: “It is not the mysteries of the Bible 
that bother me. It is the Ten Commandments. It is so 
hard to liv up to them. Itis not the mysteries of the Bible 
that hurt me. It is the Sermon on the Mount." 


- No religionist allows the mysteries of the Bible to 
bother him, and, of course, Sam does not. They all 
swallow them whole as one does an oyster, except a 
countryman. or a woman who chews it. Talmage 
says it is easier to swallow them than to explain 
them, and he is right. But the Ten Commandinents 
bother Sam—yes, aha! no doubt! They dothe most 
of religionists, who, like Sai, find 'em “so hard to 
liv up to.” A rara avis, the rarest of rarw aves, is 
he who does liv up to them, which is not Sam Jones 
by along shot. Sam complains that the Sermon on 
the Mount hurts him. What's the matter with the 
sermon, Sam? You don't think you are quite pure 
in heart, doyou? You are afraid that your light does 
not so shine before man as to show all your good 
works, eh? You don't want to pluck out your right 
eye which looketh with pleasure on the shekels, or 
cut off thy right band which clutcheth greedily the 
trade dollar, eh? Well, it is tough, Sam, and few of 
us are equal to it. You can't love your enemies, can 
you, Sam? There's where the sermon pinches all of 
us the hardest, Sam. Then, I suppose, it is hard not 
to turn away when a fellow strikes you for a quarter, 
eh? And above all, Sam, you know you cannot be 
perfect, as commanded, and so consequently are not 
as your father. But I think the shoe pinches the 
hardest, Sam, in that part where you are advised not 


.to lay up treasures on earth—eh, Sam? And here you 


are scooping in the shekels by the hatful, and look- 
ing ahead for more. Yes, Sam, that sermon hurts 
you. It hurts us all. We can't liv up'to it, and 
there is little use trying when failure is sure to fol- 
low. You know, Sam, that you can't serve two 
masters, and you havn't the nerveto giv up Mammon. 
Yes, Sam, that sermon hurts you “bad.” There is 
no doubt of it, but I am surprised that you should 
hav owned up to it. T 

- There were several other “ gems” in the collection 


made by the Sun, but they were flawed, cracked, or 
hav no particular brilliancy, and so not worth the 
“setting” here. Here is the way Sam “hulled” the 
Indianapolitans, giving them a shot right “ between 
wind and water,” as it were: : 
One trouble with you Indianapolis folks is that you are 
hide-bound, like an old Texan steer. He will never fatten 
while the sun shines until you canloosenhishide. Laughter 
loosens the hide so that you can grow religious. You all 
need the currycomb more than you need corn. "There is 
just as much religion in laughing as in crying. But if you 
don't liv right, be solemn as the grave every day, for you 
ought to be solemn. ] 
Great is Sam Jones, and in the gullibility of the 
multitudes he finds his profit. Sr Sroxum.  — 


—— —  — 9-4 9———————— 
Our London Letter. 


Mr. Gladstone's appeal to the country in conse- 
quence of the defeat of his Irish Home Rule bill has 
stirred up much bitter feeling amongst his opponents, | 
more especially with the religious element, and shows 
that the godly are as bigoted and as much opposed 
to liberty as they ever were. Spurgeon is reckoned 
a great authority on the question, and his utterances 
in opposition to Home Rule are quoted as eminently 
authoritativ by the very individuals who hav pre- 
viously treated him with contumely. It is edifying 
to find the church and Tory party falling back on the 
opinion of a man whom they hav always considered 
as a clerical mountebank and impostor ; and although 
he has gained a little notoriety through his attack on 
Gladstone, he will after the general election be rele- 
gated to the obscurity from which he so suddenly 
sprang. All these pious impostors are greatly averse - 
to toleration except as referring to themselvs, and 
still cling to their old policy of ruling by might in 
preference to right. They know well enough that as 
liberty advances education will increase, and result in 
opening the eyes of those hitherto so deeply immersed 
in ignorance to the fact that blind leaders of the blind’ | 
are incumbrances to progress, and the sooner their 
occupation is gone the better for humanity. Not- 
withstanding the influence of the great Spurgeon 
there are many wearers of the cloth who are so much 
better than their fellows that they would grant eman- 
cipation to all who want it, leaving the issue to the 
future. It is unfortunate that this is so, for if the 
clergy of all denominations combined to conserve the 
present iniquities their end would be all the speedier ; 
but a fair sprinkling of them display a greater amount 
of wisdom, knowing that by apparently siding with 
the more enlightened members of the publie they 
will retard the day of their extinction. 

The bishop of Worcester stated his opinion the 
other day that the agitation against the sale of advow- 
sons should be strongly resisted, as it was not con- 
duciv to the welfare of the church to permit the par- 
ishioners to choose their own parson, and there is no 
doubt that he is so far correct, for the people would 
scarcely care about selecting for their spiritual guides 
those samples of rascality and immorality who are 
now placed in such positions by the various patrons 
oflivings. One of these shining lights is now await- 
ing trial for indecent assaults against boys, but he is 
not likely to lose his situation if he has powerful 
friends; such trifling matters do not seriously affect 
a parson's character, probably because with the major- 
ity of them their characters are already so bad that 
nothing can make them worse. 

The Anti-Injidel, edited by W. R. Bradlaugh, has 
taken the field, with the very decided advantage of a 
large staff of powerful writers on the side of Chris- 
tian evidence. The first number of the new series I 
hav carefully read, but as the ancient and exploded 
design *argument" takes the place of honor I was 
somewhat disappointed, as, to induce subscribers, it 
was announced that some rather remarkable proofs 
of the “truths of the Christian religion” were to be 
adduced. I am afraid the owners of this periodical 
will not make a fortune over the venture, as believers 
won't buy it, and unbelievers, who hav generally 
been the supporters of such papers, wil hav had 
enough in the first number to satisfy their longings 
to see these truths incontrovertibly proved 80 that they 
will not require any further evidence of a like nature. 

The Lord's Day Observance Society is coming to 
the front once more, the last success being the closing 
of the Folkestone Exhibition on Sundays. During 
the summer months, however, such places are not 
very extensively patronized on the weekly holiday, so 
that the evil effects of such interference are not so 
much felt; and as long as the average Englishman is 
not very seriously inconvenienced he will put up with 
a great deal of repression of this description, not 
being such a supporter of matters of principle as he 
professes to be. He is a long-suffering being, and 
frequently would figure better under the emblem of 
a donkey than that of a lion. J. D. 

London, June 29, 1886. 

———————»-$-9—— — — —— 

GENERAL Boorm, of the Salvation Army, is reported 
as saying in effect that unless the people pay more 
money into his treasury, the whole scheme of saving 
souls will fall into desuetude. The Army is not very 
prosperous of late, and without the shedding of luere 
there is no remission of sins. 
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Spiritualisfs and Mediums at Onset Bay, Mass. 


Onset is now in the hight of its summer bloom 
and beauty, and, whatever may be said to the con- 
trary, there is no place superior, as a seaside resort, 
` for healthful breezes, refreshing, invigorating odors, 

and lovely landscape and water scenery. It is, as many 

are aware, one of the summer homes of Spiritualists, 
. although those of opposit convictions find here a 

sweet respit from the cares and turmoils of a too 
busy and activ life. It is said there exist here 
strong vital and magnetic currents capable of recu- 
perating exhausted energies and imparting new life 
and strength. Whether that be true or not, one may 
here listen to a great deal of talk about “strong 
magnetism,” “magnetic forces,” “superior powers,” 
“highly vitalized elements,” “the higher intelli- 
gences,” “harmonial conditions,” **attractiv influ- 
ences,” etc., etc. When we get to the “bottom 
facts” of many of the terms in use—when we reach 
the core of words—thére is really to be found a great 
truth hidden under a mass of verbiage. 

Once in a -while people need new conditions, 
change—a different and larger sphere of action. 
When the pulses move slow and laggard in the old 
routine, placed in a new atmosphere they go bound- 
ing. Most people require a larger life than that 
they liv. Climatic and dietetic changes are excel- 
lent, but no less necessary is a change in the social 
condition. “Ah, then,” you say, “shall we break 
away from our old and long-tried associations and 
try new ones?” Not necessarily. But take the long- 
time associate into another society—another and dif- 
ferent round of labor—and mark the effect. “ Why 
do men get tired of the wife so readily?" I hav been 
asked sometimes. To my mind it seems quite plain 

‘that in the majority of instances it is because, while 

the husband absorbs from the larger conditions of 
life, his mind growing broader and stronger, the wife 
gropes along in the same little narrow groove in 
which she began, and hence, when they compare 
notes, the one is a long stretch ahead of the other. 
Sometimes it is the wife who, with untiring wing, 
soars aloft, while the plodding husband grubs, wing- 
less, near the earth. Really, one is as good as the 
other, only the conditions of living hav been differ- 
ent and wrong. A man once sought a divorce from 
his wife, for no particular reason, only she was “ sour 
and cross.” “Was she ever so when you courted 
her?’ inquired the good-natured lawyer. 

* Well, she pouted sometimes.” 

* And what did you do then?" 

* Oh, I kissed her and petted her." 

The lawyer laughed. ^" Now,” said he, “my friend, 
go home and try it again. Kiss her with a lover's 
kiss, pet her, buy her sweetmeats, take her on excur- 
sions, and play the lover exactly as you did in your 
courting days. Try it a year and then come to me.” 
The man took the advice, followed it, and never 
visited the lawyer again, for, he said, he had “the 
sweetest and best wife in all the wide world !" 

But many, besides Spiritualists, rush upon ex- 
tremes, and having been hampered, crushed, re- 
pressed, in various ways, without trying to better old 
conditions they rush upon new ones, which prove 
sometimes worse and more disastrous than the first. 
It is often so with the come-outers from orthodoxy— 
they become quite as bigoted in Liberal ideas as ever 
they were in strait-laced theology. 

The “season” here is fairly commenced, and 
“mediums” are almost as plenty as blueberries, but 
if I am a good judge, business among them is not so 
flourishing as in former times. “ Materializers” are 
at work, however, as I observed last evening, while 
passing several mediumistic abodes, from whose 
darkened chambers strains of music floated coaxingly. 

Said one buxom materializer to a lady, “If ever 
you see more than one spirit at a time issue from the 
cabinet, you may believe there’s trickery there, for no 
mortal medium can produce more than one spirit at 
once.” 

“Does the medium produce the spirits, then?” 
was asked. 

“Well, they are made up out of the medium’s form 
somewhat, of course!" was the reply. This may par- 
tially account for the queerity of the fact that when 
our friend, Robert Wade, caught a “spirit” last 
summer, it happened to be only the medium herself ! 
But mediums do materialize—dollars ; and there's no 
mistake in that materialization, and they generally go 
away from Onset with well-filled pockets, and elastic 
consciences. 

I never saw a class of people affect titles as do the 
Spiritualists. Nearly every second one you meet is à 
doctor or professor. It is funny, yet the truly nat- 
ural physician, who has power to locate and diagnose 
disease, and, more than all, to cure without the aid 
of drugs or medicin, is a blessing to his kind, and, 
without a diploma, is of greater value to the world 
than he whose only recommendation is his collegiate 
course and printed parchment. It has been my priv- 
ilege to meet a féw who possess the gift of healing 
without medicin, and among them may be mentioned 
Dr. A. S. Hayward, of Shawmut avenue, Boston, 
well known as a physician, writer, and worker in Lib- 
eral ranks, and especially in trying to do away with 


the statute prohibiting natural healers from exercis- 
ing their particular gifts. He has done signal ser- 
vice in this direction, and still has more to do before 
bigotry and prejudice shall giv way to let the sun of 
truth and science shine. Dr. Hayward advocates Dr. 
Warren F. Evans's methods in treating disease, as 
shown in that author's work entitled, “Mental Cure,” 
and published by Colby and Rich. This is an excel- 
lent work, as is also the book entitled, “ Vital Mag- 
netic Cure," both of which hav gone through six or 
seven editions. I think these books are for sale on 
Tue TavrH SEEKER shelves, and Dr. Hayward is also 
agent for them. They contain solid matter well 
worth reading. 

While many Spiritualists are in advance in Liberal 
sentiments, and hav really done great good in the 
world in breaking down the old and rotten founda- 
tions of theologie tyranny, yet in another direction 


| they are extremely credulous, and allow themselvs to 


be humbuged and hoodwinked to the last degree, 
allowing the alleged “ spirit world” to take the place 
of this, our lovely human world. There is so much 
here in this present world to engage our attention 
that it really seems a waste of time to devote so much 
energy to a state of future existence that we shall 
know all about, if it be a reality, full soon enough. 
However, the Spiritualists are a genial, pleasant, and 
agreeable people, and I number many true and gen- 
uin friends among them. And if I am ever brought 
to believe that disembodied spirits are indeed a re- 
ality, I shall be only too happy to proclaim the fact 
to all the world, alike to friend and foe. 
Susan H. Wixox. 


Chicago Secular News. 


A good many years ago, certain individuals. belong- 
ing to a Methodist congregation, of which Brother 
Moody was a leading light, built a large block in the 
center of the business portion of this city—southeast 
corner Washington and Clark streets. The basement 
and ground floors readily rented for stores and man- 
ufacturing purposes, the upper floors for offices. 
One large hall in the center of the building was 
reserved for the church, although it is oftener rented 
for lectures and concerts than used for “ divine” ser- 
vices. The good deacons were thus enabled to evade 
taxation and turn a nimble penny for themselvs—a 
penchant so peculiar to most professors of piety. 
The offices rented for high figures; the deacons 
chuckled over the “snap” they were practicing on 
the dear public, but concluded this bonanza was 
additional proof that religion was a real good thing 
and that the Lord would prosper his own. 

But there were other deacons who had property to 
rent who had failed to label it, * Methodist Church 
Block,” and who were assessed for taxes. They saw 
through the blind of their Methodist brethren, and 
were jealous, so that a few Liberals found it an easy 
matter to start petitions to the legislature for a spe- 
cial act in this case, which was passed. The case was 
then appealed to the supreme court of Illinois, which 
decided that this block was not exempt, “except that 
portion of it used'for purely religious purposes." 
The good fight won, the public went to sleep on the 
matter, and nothing further has been heard of the 
Methodist Church Block, everybody supposing that 
it was paying its proportion of taxes. “ When thieves 
fall out, honest.men get their dues,” is an adage oft 
quoted, The county of Cook is about bankrupt, and 
there is a row among its county commissioners. 
Investigations are the order of the day. Chairman 
Klehm, of the committee investigating the work of 
thé assessors, has discovered the fact that this Meth- 
odist Church Block has paid no taxes for a number of 
years, and how long it has evaded taxation he cannot 
now say. An effort will be made to compel them to 
pay back taxes. It is certain that the trustees of this 
block must hav connived with the assessors at this 
Violation of law. The assessments of Chicago are 
wonderfully and mysteriously made, and if anyone 
“gees” one of our amiable assessors he will make an 
arrangement that will be satisfactory, presumably for 
a consideration. In this case, the trustees of the 
church will doubtless put in the ancient claim that 
“ Jesus paid it all.” 

Apropos of the Knights of Labor, the controling 
element of the order in this city is best recognized 
by its acts. Nearly all who prate with Powderly 
about not going into politics are notorious political 
“heelers,” and many of them hav been rewarded for 
their political influence in the order at the-hands of 
our city officials, notably Messrs. Murphy and Rodg- 
ers, who manage to take turn-about as chairman of 
District Assembly No. 24. Since the howl in the 
press against Anarchists and Socialists has become 
general, these “ political mechanics” are desirous of 
currying favor with the powers that be or are to come, 
so that'in ease of a change in the political caldron 
this fall they might be able to retain their appoint- 
ments by the favor of the solid citizens—millionaires 
et al—so District No. 24 demanded that the assembly 
of which Parsons was a member should expel him 
forthwith. This order the assembly, which knew him 
best, steadily refused to obey. Not succeeding in 


a inandate that all Anarchists and their friends be ` 


expelled from the order, and that in future “all of 
their ilk” be carefully excluded. At another time 
such action might be justifiable, but it showed that- 
these pusillanimous Knights were willing, after Par- 
sons’s heroic surrender and while yet under trial, not 


only to traitorously desert him, but to prejudge his ' 


case so that the public might think they considered 
him guilty. While sworn to defend their * brother" 


at all hazards, these cowards connive at his assassina- . 


tion. Sweet specimens of manhood this “chivalry 
of labor” presents! Knights of Labor indeed, who 
descend to such mean, malicious slander— : 
That abominable tittle-tattle, 
The cud eschewed by human cattle! 
A. R. Parsons sends forth from his cell a memo- 


rable letter, which shows that the principles of the ' 


Knights and those of the Socialists are nearly identi- 
eal, and I wish to explain to your readers why this is 
so, There are in the order a few earnest reformers 
whose study of political economy invariably lands 
them in the category of Socialists of some school or 
another. 
who seek in the order protection, succor, and redress. 
Then there are the men who are there for the “boo- 
dle" they can get outside the order for the influence 
they are supposed to maintain within. The Socialists 
in the order hav invariably been so vastly superior 
in intellectual attainments and knowledge of political 
economy to the mere trade-unionist and their brother- 
knights, that the assemblies, ambitious to gain dis- 
tinction for ability, would invariably select them to. 
draft platforms, write resolutions, etc. Thus a few 
Socialists hav laid the fundamental principles of the 
entire order. To this little objection was raised, and 
if it was not labeled “Socialism” the ignorant and in- 
different would pass it without question. If a Social- 
ist was nominated for office, though, the other ele- 
ment murmured that he was too radical, and the men 
that let out their thinking to the priest and politician 
would vote him down. Though not too radical to 
write the principles of the order, they were too ad- 
vanced to hold office and put them in execution.” 
Why? Because most of these would-be labor reformers 
never want any of these principles carried out. That 
would please the “boodle” men, who are so eager 
after the offices that they didn't care a rap who laid 
down its principles. With characteristic indifference 
as to the offices, the Socialists only cared to write its 
platform. In this they hav fairly succeeded, but 
their disinterestedness in one direction has proved a 
danger to the execution of the dearly-fought-for prin- 
ciples. The state assembly of the order meets next 
Tuesday, when the action of District No. 24 will be 
ratified or rejected. As some assemblies hav dele- 


gated men of brains to attend, there will be a deter- - 


mined fight on the action of these office-holding 
Knights of Labor. 

While these noble Knights of Labor hav nothing 
but condemnation for Parsons in his hour of trial, 
they are making extraordinary efforts to secure the 
commutation of the death sentence of James Dacey, 


who murdered Alderman Gaynor in a cowardly man-: *: 


nor, and then feigned insanity. Both Dacey and his 
victim were of the order of political pimps. The 


alderman ran a saloon, but was shot down in another © 


whisky shop. They say that “birds of a feather flock 


together,” and I presume that “Jim” Dacey, the ` 


ward tough and pot-house politician, is much nearer 
the admiration of the leaders of the Knights of 
Labor in Chicago than a man who voluntarily sur- 
renders himself to be tried for an offense that was 
committed by some one—at least, in their imagina- ` 
tion—in- the interest of labor. 

The Emperor William yesterday made a speech to 
the effect that “religion is the basis of all human 
order, and I rejoice that it is growing firmer among 
us. Revolutionists, however, who cherish confused. 


notions of right and wrong, are still busy all over . 


Europe. If théy should undermine faith. and moral- 
ity, a general upheaval of right and justice would 


Then there are the great mass of members . 


follow. Your task is to guard this basis and remain | 


strong in right.” There seems to be a “confused 
notion” about the basis of human order between 
Emperor William and the distinguished editor of the 
Chicago daily News. The former, who is very pious, 
says it is “religion ;” the latter, while pious in edi- 
torials (he is just now engaged in the laudable en- 
deavor to defame a young girl’s character, as she has 
sued the paper for a former libel, and is publishing 
the nastiest details of the trial that possibly can be 
imagined), thinks Gatling guns are the basis of order. 
Every day something like this appears: 

Dr. Gatling, inventor of the famous gun, has devised a 
piece of ordnance for the suppression of riots. It weighs but 
fifty pounds, is capable of firing one thousand shots a min- 
ute, and can be mounted on a police patrol-wagon. With 
such an apparatus as this, an unorganized mass of people 
would stand no show of overcoming a score of officers. 

Election is & long way off, and the heedless work- 
ingman will hav forgotten it all by fall. 

Tse Truth Seeker Company hav issued E. C. 
Walkers contributions tos Tae TRUTH SEEKER on 
“Bible Temperance” in a 48-page pamphlet, selling 

xd E 


this effort, they then, at à subsequent meeting, issued | for ten cents. 


soit 
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Figures About Religious People. 


By way of the London Secular Review we get 
the following estimate of the sectarian divisions of 
the world. The estimate is Bishop Fisher’s, though 
who or what he is the editor does not tell us. The 
- total number of people in the world Mr. Fisher givs 
as 1,458,000,000: 
Brahmans and Buddhists............cccccceseeeeeseees 


600,000,000 

"Parsees, Confucianists, Shintoists, Jains, etc.... 100,000,000 

. Unclassified pagans.................:cceeeceeseeaeenseees - 160,000,000 

Roman Catholics, 225,000,000 
Christians «Greek Catholies, 75,000,000>.... 410,000,000 
: Protestants, 110,000,000) 

Mohammedans.......... esee ene eene dents 180,000,000 
DOWS tics rhet ee cere eee paced vs does coiere e Lese eee E eade 8,000,000 


The 860,000,000 of Pagans are found chiefly in 
Asia and Africa, and comprise 99-100ths of the 
population, with scattered millions in the Americas 
and islands of the sea. "The 410,000,000 Christians 
constitute the body of Europe and nine-tenths of the 
Americas, with a few millions in Asia, África, and the 
islands. The Mohammedans are found chiefly in 
Asia and Africa. The Jews are scattered in all lands, 
without a home or country. The Greek Christians 
are mainly in European Russia, with a few millions 
‘in Asia and the smaller principalities of south-east- 
ern Europe, extending into Africa. Western and 
southern Europe is divided between Roman Cath- 
olicism in proportion to three parts Romanists to two 
parts Protestants. The Romanists hold substan- 
tially Austria, Italy, Spain, and Portugal, with alarge 
fraction of France, a considerable part of Germany, 
the larger part of Ireland, and a strong following in 
England. The Catholics hav almost entire South 
and Central America, with the whole of Mexico, and 
a powerful constituency in the United States and 
Canada in North America. In America as a whole 
—North, Central, and South—there are over sixty 
million Roman Catholics to about forty-eight million 
Protestants. Protestantism has its principal home 
in Great Britain, Germany, Switzerland, the Scandi- 
navian kingdoms of Denmark, Sweden, and Norway, 
and in the United States of America and the British 
provinces, and some. of the smaller and larger 
islands. This, says Saladin, is approximately a cor- 
rect cast of the religious status of the world to- 
day. 

in bloc it shows two-thirds of the whole to be 
pagan, or, including the Mohammedans and Jews as 
antichristian components of the pagan fraction, 
three-quarters of the whole—not less than 1,050,000- 
000. The remaining fraction of 410,000,000— little 
. more than a quarter—Christians, of which fraction 
: more than one-half is Roman Catholic, one quarter 
(nearly) Greek, and a trifle over & quarter Protestant. 
Of the race he estimates that 500,000,000 liv in 
houses partly furnished with the appointments of 
. civilization; 700,000,000 in huts or caves with no 
furnishings; 250,000,000 hav nothing that can be 
called a home, are barbarous and savage. The range 
is from the topmost round—the Anglo-Saxon civili- 
zation, which is the highest known-—down to naked 
savagery. The portion of the race lying below the 
proper line of human conditions is at the very least 
three-fifths of the whole, or 900,000,000. 

Addressing Jehovah, Saladin comments: ** Observe 

that I, O Lord, am counted in among the Christians; 
go are all the readers of this journal, and of all such 
journals over the world; and thou knowest, O Lord, 
the kind of Christian I am. In this England alone, 
O Lord, there are hundreds of thousands who think 
with me when they think at all; but I make thee wel- 
come to set them down as Christians if the lie 
thereby involved may tend to thy glory. At the 
rate at which thy blessed gospel is being spread, 
when thinkest thou it will * cover the whole earth as 
the waters cover the channel of the sea? How long, 
O Lord, how long?" 

— — —— 9-9 99————— — —. 

. Spiritual Photography. 

My letter of June 25th in Taz Truta SEEKER of 
July 3d, in consequence of an error which occurred 
in the printing, might be understood to indicate that 
the committee had been so surprised by the results of 
the two meetings which had then been held as to need 
to confer with regard to them. The “unexpected 
circumstance” was that on the following day was to 
be held the last meeting of the investigation, for the 
reason that Mr. Keeler expected to leave the city for 
the summer immediately, and the committee wished 
to include the results of that meeting in their report. 
As this would be their final report, giving not only 
the trials made, but our conclusions, it was necessary 
to confer upon it. 

Nearly three weeks hav elapsed; Mr. Keeler is still 
in Brooklyn, with no expressed intention of soon 
leaving; but, although Mr. Robinson has been 
informed that we do not consider the results as fur- 
nishing any evidence in favor of Spiritual photog- 
raphy, we hav not been offered anything further. 
The evidence which. we hav secured against the gen- 
uinness of the pictures produced in our presence 18 of 
a character which appears to me decisiv, and will be 
fully explained in the report which we hav in prep- 
aration. Henry M. PARKHURST. . 

New York, July 15, 1986. - 
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News and Notes. 

From Helena I passed along up to the headwaters 
of the Missouri through a lovely valley. The most 
productiv soil in the world is found here between the 
ranges of hills. Beyond the headwaters, eastward 
we whirled up the Gallatin until we reached the gar- 
den of Montana, in the midst of which is the hand- 
some city of Bozeman, named after an old frontiers- 
man killed by the Indians, and his tomb is now in the 
breast of one of the mountains near by. I was met 
at the station by that stanch Liberal, Mr. J. M. 
Lindley. I had the pleasure of afew days’ rest be- 
fore delivering my lecture on Sunday evening. In 
the mean time I made the pleasant acquaintance of 
the many Freethinkers of the place, and had some 
delightful drives about the country, which is indeed 
beautiful, with mountain scenery of every kind, clear 
atmosphere, and splendid skies. The land here pro- 
duces over one hundred bushels to the acre, and the 
best potatoes in the world. The strawberries are as 
good as God ever made—if he made them, for which I 
hav nó evidence; but the strawberries are delicious, 
I know, and that is all-sufficient for my philosophy. 
On Saturday evening my good friend, Judge Lewis, 
took me out to the Methodist camp-meetiug. When 
we got there we found that the Lord had blown their 
tent down, and all the ministers were at work driving 
down the stakes. I guess they found that much 
harder work than converting sinners. I havn't the 
slightest doubt but they went in for an extra quantity 
of spring chicken to satisfy their ministerial hunger 
created by a little honest labor. I do like to see a 
clergyman hard at work. I met the Presbyterian 
minister driving home his cow. It did my heart 
good to know that in this, at least, he was worthy of 
his hire. He was really helping humanity to the ex- 
tent of one cow, at least. On Sunday morning, hav- 
ing nothing else to do, and my friend Lindley and 
his wife offering the temptations of good company 
and a glorious lunch, we went to the camp-meeting 
again. The dinner was good, and those who ate it 
were excellent folks; but I cannot vouch for the 
sermons. The first thing the ministers did was to 
take up a collection. Not having tasted of the good 
things (spiritual) presented, I did not feel like pay- 
ing until I had a sample of the goods. It was amus- 
ing to see how rapidly the crowd thinned out when 
it came to the solid part of the proceeding. I did go 
to meeting in the afternoon. The minister advanced 
the strange doctrin that if God had made the Bible 
so plain that everybody could understand it, then 
nobody would believe that it was a divine revelation. 
According to this theory the only way to prove the 
truth of the Bible is to make it a sort of Chinese puz- 
zle. If we understand it, it is not the word of God; 
but if we do not understand it, why, then we hav 
reason for believing thatit is of heavenly origin. God 
had to speak in riddles in order that the world might 
hav some faith in his utterances. Of course, if he 
gave a common sense revelation, then its readers 
would ascribe it to common sense, and not to God, 
according to the minister’s logic. Perhaps they 
would, and thus God was compelled to be absurd and 
contradictory in order to vindicate his ways to man. 
I was so overcome by this logic that I came away, 
wondering what stuff ministers are made of. 

‘There were three thousand at the camp-meeting on 
Sunday, and with this and Fourth of July celebra- 
tions I was afraid I should not hav much of an audi- 
ence, but the hall—the largest in the city—was filled 
completely, and I never spoke to a more appreciativ 
audience. The Liberals of Bozeman are a splendid 
band, indeed, and my visit so far has been an exceed- 
ingly happy one. 

I was pleased to find that Mrs. Lindley had come 
from one of my old camping-grounds, in what now 
seems to me the far East, Janesville, Wis., in whose 
Unitarian church I once delivered the gospel accord- 
ing to common sense, provided it didn’t disagree 
with the Bible. I now preach common sense whether 
or no. Mr. Lindley enjoyed the brilliant ministra- 
tions of Lloyd Jones, an old confrére of mine, and 
one of the brightest and most generous-minded men 
in the Unitarian ranks. But for all that, Mrs. Lind- 
ley is no longer a Unitarian, but a first-rate Liberal. 

If we had more workers like Mr. Lindley, we would 
revolutionize the world in a short time. He has 
lived in this country for over a quarter of a century. 
He has met all sorts of accidents by flood and field. 
He has faced the wild Indian, with his deadly arrow 
ready to fly, and the bullet has whistled along his 
path. He has slept beneath the snows of winter. 
Fortune and misfortune hav checkered his career, but 


‘he has met both with an equal mind. He is Radical 
from head to foot. He has the enthusiasm of hu- 
manity, but makes no pretense. . If anything is to 
be accomplished, however, he is the man to do it. 

Judge Lewis, who gave a most happy introduction 

to my lecture, is one of the strongest men in the ter- 
ritory, and has the courage of his convictions. He 
is highly cultivated, and has a well-stored mind. 
Such a man is a tower of strength to our cause. 

Tom Burke of Ours—I was glad to meet him, in- 
deed—that vigorous campaigner and chairman of 
executiv committee for Montana. Strange to say, 
we met for the first time at a Methodist camp-meet- 
ing. Only think of it! Who can tell what is in our - 
stars? I never imagined when I read his stimulat- 
ing letters that our pathways would.cross right under 
the shoutings of the saints. If the ministers had 
only known it, I guess they would hav offered an ex- 
tra prayer or two. As well, however, might they un- 
dertake to change the granit hills as friend Burke in 
his impetuous and splendid devotion to Freethought. 

James Gourley is one of our noble Spiritualistic 
Liberals. He takes in everything—this life and the 
next—but with plenty of good sense, and a magnan- 
imous mind. The difference is not one of quality, 
but of degree. He seeks the hereafter through the 
glory of this world, and therefore our harmony is as 
deep as the heart, and hope, and aspirations of 
humanity. l 

W. W. Alderson, editor and proprietor of the 
Avant-Courier, was once a Methodist minister, and 
one of the most brilliant men in that denomination. 
He was too good to stay there. He now publishes 
one of the livest papers in Montana. He is coura- 
geous in the expression of his opinions, and by his 
frank and impartial method of publishing a news- 
paper he has been of very great service in the exten- 
sion of Liberal ideas. He is president of the Free- 
thought society here, established by Dr. York, and I 
believe that in time this society will be a noble social 
and intellectual power. There is certainly excellent 
material in this county for a Secular Union and for 
activ work. 

Mr. Cook, another Liberal, is always employed by 
the Christians to do their work, for they know they 
won't be cheated, while they are not quite so sure of 
their own brethren. This is a compliment to Liber- 


-alism that I find is constantly being paid. 


Mr. G. V. Bogert, one of the prominent men of 
the city, was once an Episcopalian, but in obedience 
to his intellectual convietions he was obliged to 
sever his connection with the church. He frankly. 
explained his skepticism to the bishop, and the 
bishop said, “ Keep right on in the church; it makes 
no difference.” This only made Mr. Bogert more de- 
termined to quit a church that caréd not for belief or 
unbelief, provided one made himself useful to its 
worldly prosperity. 

Many other friends I met in Bozeman who are 
thoroughly interested in Freethought. Mr. G. L. 
Henderson came down from the National Park to 
attend the lecture. I was glad to meet him. He 
was one of the first Liberals I met in New York 
city when I left the church. The readers of Tux 
Truta Ssrkra know him as an able advocate of our 
principles. I ¢ame with bim to-day up to the Park. 
I am now at his Cottage Hotel. The Mammoth Hot 
Springs are before me, the Cap of Liberty, ete. I 
am in the very gates of Wonderland. To-morrow, 
with Mr. Henderson and others, I shall begin to trav- 
erse this marvelous region. I expect to be a 
changed man when I come forth. I am going to the 
Devil’s Kitchen, the Devil’s Half Acre, and I know 
not what other theological domains. However, the 
bright new moon is shining over my right shoulder, 
and so, with careless heart, I trust my fortune in this 
fantastic realm. _ . Samvev P. Pornam. 

Yellowstone National Park, Wyo., July 5, 1886, 
, tp 
Obituary. 
Dinp.—At Glen Shaw, Allegheny Co., Pa., Xavier Wittmer 
aged 91 years, 1 month, and 25 days. 

“ Grandfather” Wittmer was born at Baden, in Germany, 
May 16, 1795, reared in the Catholic faith, and married at 
the age of twenty-seven. He raised a family of six children, 
some of whom preceded him to ** the land of the free.” His 
wife being dead, and no special tics to bind him to the 
fatherland, he turned his face toward the West and sought a 
home beyond the sea. He landed at Glen Shaw in 1857, and 
set industriously to work to pay for and improve his little 
homestead. Sterling worth and honest work brought their 
reward, and long before his death he had the satisfaction of 
seeing his children comfortably settled around him. 

Mr. Wittmer, never very “religious,” long ago ceased to 
pay tithes to the church, and transferred ‘his allegiance to 
nature. He delighted in nothing so much as reading good 
books, and social intercourse with his neighbors. To-day 
his children and grandchildren are among the most intelli- 
gent and respected people in the county, and a number of 
them &re members of the Pittsburgh Secular Society. He 
retained his mental vigor up to his ninetieth year, and used 
it to good advantage. Ilis life was useful, and his death 
peaceful. He was laid to rest in the Allegheny cemetery on 
the 18th inst., the funeral ceremonies being conducted by 
Messrs. Harry Hoover and Thomas Grundy. H. 

Pittsburgh, Pa., July 14, 286. 


^ “Thou shalt not kill" 
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Communications. 


Anarchism and Ethies. 


: To tae Eprron or Tue Trura Szexer, Sir: I 
- was not aware till I read your last paper that I had 
cautioned you to flee from the wrath to come. I want 
to pour the vials now on your correspondent J. L. 
Andrew, but will try not to hurt him much. Mr. 
Andrew says the logical tendency of Anarchy is to 
` destroy all ethical distinctions, and then proceeds 
with a “statement of its principles," every one of 
which involves an ethical distinction. I say that 
Anarchists alone draw correct ethical distinctions. 
To prove it, let us consider the last six of the so- 
called Ten Commandments, which are allowed to 
form a summary of the received morality commanding 
attention by its brevity and point. “Honor thy 
father and mother ”—if honor means consider thy- 
self particularly indebted to—is à command which I, 
as ati Anarchist and a parent, feel inclined to amend 
by substituting, * Honor thy son and thy daughter." 
Filial affection is, indeed, natural, but filial duty is a 
relic of barbarism. The obligation is all the other 


way. There can be no'responsibility more imperativ 


than that involved in creating intelligent beings ; hence, 
if there be a God, as Christians and others tell us, we 
owe nothing to him, but he owes everything to us; 

. and if collectiv society brought me into being, as Mr. 
Andrew says, collectiv society has no claim on me, 
and I hav every claim on it. But Iam not inclined 
to press this claim as state Socialists do press it. 
Having arrived at maturity, I will call it quits, if 
collectiv society will cease to treat me like a minor. 
is an admirable command. 
The Anarchist, indeed, like other people, holds that 
it admits of exceptions, but he makes fewer excep- 
tions than anyone else. It is justifiable to kill in self- 
“defense. -But it was not self-defense which made a 
million men kill each other in the Franco-Prussian 
war or the American civil war. Wherever there is 
killing somebody must be very much to blame. This 
is a principle not recognized by the governmental 
‘morality which rests on war, and is, essentially, war. 
And here we may see the great difference between 
the Anarchistic morality and the governmental. Both 
regard much the same actions as reprehensible; the 
former because they disregard natural law and pro- 
duce evil through the operation of natural law to the 
perpetrator and others, the latter because governments 
find it necessary to conform in some degree to natu- 
ral law. But the governmental morality, unlike the 
Anarchistic, justifies these actions, if, as Lord Macau- 
-ley would say, they hav been preceded by the per- 
formance of certain mummery and the uttering of 
certain gibberish. “Thou shalt not commit adul- 
tery” is a command which, taken in the bare letter, 
would certainly be nullified by Anarchy ; but taken in 
what is understood to be the spirit as prohibiting all 
violations of natural sexual law, it would not be 
abolished, but established, by Anarchy. The funda- 
mental. sexual vice is excess. Excess is made possi- 
ble, first, by marriage, which makes the wife the 
property of the husband, and, secondarily, by the ig- 
norance and dependence in which women are kept for 
the sake of this institution, which thus becomes the 
cause of prostitution. If love were free, the relations 
ofthe sexes would be regulated by the desires of the 
least amorous; that is to say, indulgence would be 
. reduced to a mininium. “Thou shalt not steal," like 
the rest of the governmental moralities, is good in 
itself, but is not understood to be applicable to thefts 
* preceded by the performance of certain mummery 
and the uttering of certain gibberish.” Go through 
the proper mummery and gibberish, and, though you 
may not “steal the goose from the common,” you 
may “steal the common from the goose,” and even 
the man who tends the goose from both. It is in the 
effort to perpetrate such thefts as these—in war and 
conquest—that government originated, and it is to 
maintain them that government continues to exist. 
“Thou shalt not bear false witness " is a good maxim. 
It is tolerably evident that almost all the lying in the 
world is the direct result of institutions and could 
hav no possible motiv if they did not exist. “Thou 
Shalt not covet anything that is thy neighbor's" ex- 
presses the very central idea of Anarchy; but, N. B., 
the example must be set not by the little coveters 
: who want bread, but the big ones who want land. 
Mr. Andrew, though evidently but little informed 
upon his subject, is as evidently not a fool, and, there- 
fore, I hav much hope of his conversion. He cor- 
rectly says that the chief danger of the American re- 
publie consists in the lack of publie moral support 
for the liquor law and the Comstock law and all the 
other products of our wisest statesmanship. But he 
forgets to ask whether, if this danger should eulmi- 
nate in the fall of all these cherished institutions, the 
American people would be any the worse off. I defy 
him to show that Anarchy or any approach.to Anarchy 
“caused the degeneracy and extinction of the nations 
of antiquity.” It was always tyranny which did that. 
In a later part of his essay he speaks of society as 
an organism, its progress as “ evolution," and Anarch- 
ism as an @ priori theory based on mere abstrac- 


tions. Here, as usual, he shows very imperfect ac-, 


quaintance with the doctrin he is attacking, and, 
besides, falls into the very fault of indefinit language 
which he charges against those who talk of natural 
rights and abstract justice. The word “evolution” 
is a mere cant, doing duty for the word “ provi- 
dence” as an apology for wrong and a plea for apathy, 
unless we determin what the actual history of the 
evolutionary process is. Now, to begin at the begin- 
ning, we Anarchists well know, in spite of Mr. An- 
drew’s assertion, that natural passions, greed, lust, 
anger, revenge, were and are the prime causes of 
crime and war. War gave rise to conquest, conquest 
to government, government to institutions, such as 
land monopoly, chattel-slavery, marriage (with its 
Siamese twin, prostitution), priesteraft, ete., every 
one of which established license for one class, and 
tyranny for another—license and tyranny not being 
mutually exclusiv terms, as Mr. Andrew, in common 
with many others, supposes, but correlativ terms, ex- 
pressing opposit sides of the same state. This was 
the first great change. For a long time its results 
seemed final. Republics became monarchies, and 
monarchies republics; but, as Gibbon remarked, the 
power everywhere belonged to the military class, so 
that the only true democracies were those very small 
states in which every man was & soldier. Even in 
Gibbon's time, however, another change was proceed- 
ing, and his observation is no longer true. To mo- 
bilize a modern army costs so much, and valor is so 
impotent against improved artillery, that the power 
has passed from the soldier to the capitalist. This 
is the second step—the establishment of modern 
bourgeois democracy. Now, if there be any agency 
against which money is as impotent as heroism against 
bullets, an agency which makes the rich man’s wealth 
his danger, and the poor man's nakedness his coat of 
proof, that agency will overthrow the system resting 
upon wealth, and bring in Anarchy, for it needs a 
duller man than Mr. Andrew not to see that the 
modern providence, evolution, is separating the rich 
further and further from the poor, and arraying them 
against each other for a final conflict. Such an 
agency is dynamite. 

` Finally, allow me to giv my reasons for thinking 
that Anarchy will be a blessing to mankind.’ I do 
not think it will remove the causes of crime, but I do 
think it will reduce their effects to a minimum. 


| Murders may be committed still, but there will be 


no more Borodinos and Magentas. Rape may be 
committed sometimes, but it will not, as now, be 
organized into a legal and religious institution. 
Theft may be committed sometimes, but land monop- 
olies and protectiv tariffs will be no more. Besides, 
I am persuaded that those minor crimes, which gov- 
ernment, the great criminal, regards as sucb, will be 
far less common than they are now; first, because 
the abolition of license involves that of tyranny, 
which would remove full half the motivs for them ; 
and second, because it would remove all the protec- 
tion chicanery givs to crime, and leave it to the mer- 
ciless weeding of natural selection. Where, to illus- 
trate, is the murderer safest—in New York or in 
Arizona? C. L. James. 
Eau Claire, Wis. 
_ SO HO 


Charles Bradlaugh and His Scotch Critic. 


I was very much grieved to see in the Boston 
Index of July 1st that Mr. Underwood givs a cer- 
tain Scotchman an opportunity to vent his spleen at 
Charles Bradlaugh. and those associated with him in 
England in advocating the cause of Freethought. 
Now, who is Charles Bradlaugh? And why is it that 
any Freethinker in Europe or America should at- 
tempt to disparage him in the great work to which 
he has devoted his life? Mr. Bradlaugh is a man of 
first-rate talents, and of unimpeachable character in 
all the relations of life. A child of no opportunities 
by birth, he forced his way by sheer merit to a posi- 
tion among the greatest lawyers at the English bar, 
and among the most far-seeing statesmen of the 
British Parliament. Had he been a religious indif- 
ferentist, or even a known Agnostic, as he is, and de- 
voted his ability and attainments exclusivly to the 
practice of the law, as our rebel countryman, Benja- 
min, did in London, like Benjamin he might now be 
possessed of a fortune. Or had he been satisfied to 
show his contempt for the worship of Christendom 
by spelling the name of God with a little g, as an- 
other distinguished politician did, he might by this 
time be heir apparent to the premiership of England. 
But he furnishes the rare example of a man endowed 
with powers of mind sufficient to command both 
wealth and popularity devoting himself exclusivly 
to the deliverance of his fellow-men from the bond- 
age of superstition. In Parliament, every speech he 
has m&de and every measure he has proposed has had 
in view the welfare of the people. His wisdom as a 


statesman, his generosity and fairness, are such as to. 


amaze and compel the admiration of his enemies, as 
wellas of his friends. In his speech in the House 
of Commons on the 10th of June, Mr. Gladstone 
cheered the sentiments he uttered, and went without 
his dinner till he heard it to the close. Although the 
Irish Home Rulers in the Parliament to which Mr. 


Bradlaugh had been four times elected steadily 
voted with the Tories to keep him out of his seat, he 
did not résent itin the last short-lived Parliament, 
after he had secured his seat, as many a. man might 
hav done, but advocated their cause because he 
deems it both right and wise to do so. Without ask- 
ing a fee for his services, as other lawyers do, he 
givs legal advice in many instances to those Radicals 
who ask it in defending themselvs against the perse- 
cution of their enemies. He is no holiday, amateur ' 
reformer, who fires a shot now and then into the 
fortress of superstition for the fun of seeing the 
splinters fly, but, with the devotion of a martyr, has 
given his whole life and strength to the cause of 
Freethought, taking the hardest kind of knocks and 
the bitterest. misrepresentations of the Tories and the : 
clergy unrepiningly. His honesty and fairness, as 
well as his eminent ability, are so appreciated by his 
Northampton constituents that he has been re- 
turned to the new Parliament, which is to meet next 
month, with an increased majority over the former © 
vote. $ : 

Now, this is the man who is attempted to be spit 
upon by Mr. Underwood's Scotch friend, and who, ` 
with his following, that any English statesman would 
be proud of, is compared to Falstaff'SE ragged sol- 
diery in their march through Coventry! How aman 
of any Freethought sympathies, in the terrible strug-` 
gle we are making against the almost overwhelminy 
power of the organized superstition of eighteen huu- ` 
dred years, can find it in his heart to reproach Mr. 
Bradlaugh as this Scotchman does, I cannot conceive. 
The only way of explaining the fact is that it is au 
outburst of envy—that meanest, cursedest, most un- 
scrupulous, and unmanly passion of the human soul, 
which, instead of rejoicing that the cause we love has . 
a leader more gifted and doing more good service ~ 
than ourselvs, would pull him down into obscurity 
and hamstring him, so that we might be lifted into 
his place. 

Look at the quality of the Radicalism of Mr. 
Underwood’s Scotch friend. He says that the Free- 
thinkers of Scotland are more nearly allied to the 
Tories than to the extreme political ideas of Brad- 
laugh, by which he means Bradlaugh's republicanisin. 
He thinks these cultured gentlemen north of tie 
Tweed could be gathered together if they only had a 
Free Religious Association, such as they hav in Bos 
ton, and such a paper as the Z»dez. Then he begins 
his reproach of “the organization of which Bradlaugh 
is the central figure, which is so obscured by side 
issues such as republicanism, etc., and so thoroughly 
permeated by ignorance, and the worst forms of detu- 
agogism, that no man of education is attracted tu- 
ward it.” 

Now, it would take millions of the class of men this 
Scotch friend of Mr. Underwood belongs to, and «a 
million of years of such kind of efforts as they wouid, 
put forth, to convert a single churchman to the cause 
of Freethought, and when he is converted he wouid 
not be worth the powder necessary to blow him into 
the state of existence where he was a thousand yeais 
ago. This gentleman’s heart is with the British 
Tories, the hereditary robber class who hav plundered 
the English, Scotch, and Irish people of their land, 
which is their sole source of comfortable life. If they 
could, they would monopolize the atmospheric air aud 
dole it out for pay to their fellow-men as they do the 
wealth, the intelligence, and the political power of. 
the country. Mr. Bradlaugh is engaged, with the 
party he leads, in a deadly intellectual and moral war 
against this power and the superstition which sup- 
ports it; and all this Scotch Freethinker can do is to 
dishonor him by comparing him and his associates to 
T'alstaffs military recruits. If this Scotchman is a 
fair sample of the men of education in that country, 
and if this consorting with Tories and spitting venom 
at reformers like Bradlaugh are, the legitimate effect 
of education, then I say, if there were any infernal 
regions inhabited by heartless, malicious, and envious 
devils, let such education go to the bottom of it ! 


It does seem, Mr. Editor, as though some of us 
would never get the idea into our heads that what 
the F'reethought movement in this country and Eng- 
land needs, above everything else, is to get that very 
class which this degenerate Scotchman despises, the 
common people, enlightened, and onourside, because 
of the power they wield. by their votes. Massa- 
chusetts, which likes to consider herself as the brain 
of the national body politic, still persists, by a large 
majority, in insulting and injuring some of her best 
citizens who are Agnostics in religion by destroying 
their testimony in a court of justice. The reason is 
that the masses of her people who are represented in 
her legislature are priest-ridden, and so ignorant that 
they do not see the injustice of the thing. If the 
Freethinkers of Boston and other places who are 
aggrieved would send out in the rural districts for.a 
year or two such missionaries as Reynolds and Rems- 
burg, the people might be civilized, and this burning 
reproach of the state be wiped away. Mr. Bradlaugh 
has sense enough to see what we do not yet see in 
this country, that, in the House of Commons, which 
isthe representation of the people of England who 
now vote and rule the empire, his great and arduous 
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work is to enlighten them so that they m vote in- 


~ telligently on the issues that are pending. The ar- 


"workers in England. 


`~ understand the fecling which it manifests. 


rant folly of putting the carb before the horse in 
matters of reform by law is seen in the defeat of 
Gladstone's scheme for doing justice to Ireland by 
the people of England. They are not enlightened, 


|^. and, of course, choose representativs to Parliament 


like themselvs. 

Before finishing what I hav to say, allow me to ex- 
press my surprise and sorrow that Mr. Underwood 
should hav got his own consent to giv publicity to 
the letter of his Scotch friend. I cannot believe, 


. „when I consider Mr. Underwood's long and valuable 


services in the cause of Freethought, that he in- 
dorses the cold-blooded, supercilious, and dastardly 
assault which that writer makes upon our worthy co- 
And yet it looks like it, for 
why should he allow so respectable a journal as the 
Index to be made a mouthpiece for such an unpro- 


. voked assault? All attempts, either by envious Eng- 


lishmen or Scotchmen, to put dishonor upon Mr, 
Bradlaugh will be unavailing. This grand movement 
in the civilized world for the liberation of the human 


. mind and conscience from false standards of truth 


and right is the birth of time, It advances slowly 
and surely, like an ancient glacier, plowing its way 
‘through rock-ribbed mountains of ignorance and prej- 


' udice, and while it may be retarded, it can never be 


stopped. Bradlaugh, Ingersoll, and the rest of our 

leaders are only its spokesmen and interpreters. 
Enon Valley, Pa., July 10, 1886. A. B. B. 
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Mr. Freshman, Christian—Mr. .Benjamin, Jew. 


. To var Evrror or Tue Trora Sxzxzn, Sir: That 
my articles in your paper hav met with favor among 
the most prominent Christian clergy, the following 
letter from Dr. Heber Newton will demonstrate: 


I hav read your article with interest and can quite readily 
It is necdless for 
me to assure you that I hav not the slightest sympathy with 
"many of the methods of work of those who are seeking to 
spread Christianity amongst the children of Israel. I hav 
no wish to convert them to an ecclesiastical or dogmatic 


_ Christianity, and I hav seen very little evidence of genuin- 


ness in the so-called conversions. A juster attitude of Chris- 
tians toward Israel would, Iam sure, do away with its pres- 


ent reluctance to glory in the greatest son of Israel. 


Encouraged by the: above, permit me to furnish 
you with more truth for which you are seeking. 

Since I succeeded in establishing beyond a shadow 
of a doubt the false colors under which the counter- 


„feit Christian, Rev. Freshman, is sailing, I will appeal 


for justice—not to that hypocrit, for a man of brass 
and audacity based upon ignorance as displayed by 
thát-hireling is beyond the reach of all human virtues 
—but to intelligent Christian leaders like Drs. Crosby, 


"Hall, and Deems, who are led, or rather misled, by 


that champion of ignorance, Freshman. To you, 


. doctors of divinity, who are a pride to humanity in 
‘general and Christianity in particular, I, in the name 


of truth and true Christianity, which I revere, appeal 
that you open your eyes and look to the shame and 


' disgrace you are heaping upon the religion you are 
- preaching by the means you are adopting to spread 


Christianity, by hiring man-catchers like Freshman. 
Since you are determined to augment the numbers 
of Christians, why not resort to a more legitimate 
mode, 2.e., by printing as an advertisment, “ The high- 
est cash price paid for cast-off Jewish religion and 
no questions asked?” Besides the great saving in 
the commissions paid to agents of the Freshman 


‘clique, you will be spared the mortification of assault 


and battery from my pen upon your ignorant and fal- 


-sifying representativ of.the ex-rabbi gentry. 


J, who am neither Infidel, Atheist, nor Agnostic, 
am yet forced to doubt the stability of Christianity. 
Judge how in despotic countries Christianity is prop- 
agated according to the gospel of St. Matthew x, 
34, “Think not that I am come to send peace on 
earth, I came not to send peace, but a sword; how 
the blood-and-iron ruler of Germany displays his 
methods of opposing those whom he religiously dis- 
likes; how the Russian Bear buries his claws in 
the hearts of his Roman Catholic subjects ; how the 
crazy permanent immersion of the Bavarian monarch 
is supposed to emanate from his religious oppo- 
nents; how the all-absorbing question of Home Rule 
is not a question of freedom, but of southern Irish 
Catholics against northern Protestants ! 

But even in this land of the brave, the knight of 
labor of the Brooklyn Tabernacle actually incited his 
hearers to brutal. force against the greatest Free- 
thinker of the age, Colonel Ingersoll; and now tle 
more rational divines are willing to accept the state- 
ment of every tramp who, while professing Christiar- 


- ity with his lips, with his hands is receiving the 


greenbacks ! . 

Show me the names of Freshman & Co. attached 
to any benevolent institution. To the contrary, he 
is constantly begging. Fifty cents will secure his 
miserable organ, twenty-five cents will afford anybody 
the opportunity to see him parading in fringes, phy- 
lacteries, and scrolls, Five dollars and more toward 
his family and religious abode will secure the donor's 


‘name to appear conspicuously in his money-making 


| enterprise. 


Begging, begging, begging, all for 
Christ’s sake! “OF 

But many may remonstrate and say, “Ain't we in à 
free country where everybody is entitled to eke out a 
living the best way he knows how?” Yes, I reply. 
Thank God, we are in a free country. But do we not 
limit our freedom and restrict the liberty of even 
those who hav been high church members, but are 
reckless in their financial dealings,-reckless in 
building uninhabitable abodes, reckless in “ boodling" 
away our streets and avenues? Why then not restrict 
the liberty of the Freshman type who is receiving 
money on deposit for heaven's sake, and appropriates 
it for his own earthly use, who is constructing abodes 
unfit for the spiritual habitation, and who receives 
boodle for the voting down of heavenly avenues? 
Why not provide quarters for the Rev. Freshman in 
Sing Sing, not only for his own crimes of obtaining 
money under false pretenses, but also to convert 
those high-toned fallen Christians, Messrs. Fish, 
Buddensiek, and Jaehne? 

I will now proceed to argue from a business point 
of view. Will any Christian merchant giv up his 
well-established, profitable, and legitimate business 
for some wild-goose-chase speculation of which not 
only he himself. has no knowledge, but upon which 
even the schemers are unable to throw light? 
How, then, can Christianity expect that the Jew will 
part with his old established religion, which gained 
him credit throughout the world by being backed by 
his Bible, patriarchs, prophets, psalmists, Meyerbeers, 
Mendelsohns, Montefiores, Zunzs, and Rothschilds, 
to enter into a new enterprise, Christianity, whose 
arithmetical problem not only he himself is unable to 
solve, but concerning which even its advocates 
display the highest degree of ignorance, and dare 
not come up to answer one or two questions from 
the New Testament? 

Gentlemen of the Christian clergy, why not take a 


lesson from the Jew?— he who first exclaimed.. 
“Love thy neighbor as thyself; one law shall prevail 


among the homeborn and the sojourner ;” he who for 
thousands of years, one of a mere handful in compar- 
ison with other nations, underwent the greatest per- 
secution to the present day. Hehas never sought con- 
veris. In. fact, his sages teach him, ‘Converts to 
Israel are like leprosy.” Yet those few converts to 
Judaism, who could be counted on the fingers, did 
not only liv for their conviction, but died for it at the 
stake. Converts like Freshman, it is true, liv for 
Christianity as long as the Christian Greenback 
sticks to them; but remove it, they, like the heathen 
laundryman, will say, “ No payee, no washee” souls. 


For further demonstration I need only point out | 


how already, four years ago, I accused Freshman of 
being ignorant of his new-found religion, and obtain- 
ing money under false pretenses, for which my check 
of $500 was deposited with the New York Herald, 
but he never came up to the scratch. One would 
think that during the elapse of the four years he 
should hav been able to study up the question. But, 
alas! study is out of his line. Besides, he is so 
busy extracting diseased souls and putting in new 
and healthy ones in their place that study is out of 
question. i i 

But I was asked by not a few, Why make an ex- 
ample of poor, ignorant Freshman, when many born 
Christian ministers are equally as ignorant, and not 
eapable of expounding Christian theology? I fully 
admit this to be a. fact. Yet those born Christians 
could at least boast of their birth, but as to that 
renegade Christian, his birth only serves him as an 
advertisment to be a son of a rabbi, that he has 
stumbled against Christ through conviction. 

After all, the only part of Christianity he practices 
is clinging like a leech to the Christian pocket-book, 
minus Christian theology. This entitles him to damn 
me and the rest of the eight million Jews, not only 
during lifetime, but even after death, simply because 
I, instead of following his begging expedition, en- 
deavor to make an honest living by the sweat of my 
brow. 

I therefore appeal to you, honest Christian leaders, 
to save true Christianity from further degradation, 
and, like Joshua of old, force your modern Achan, 
alias Freshman, “to giv glory to the Lord God of 
Israel, and make confession unto him, and tell now 
what thou hast done, hide it not from me.” 

New York, June, 1886. A. BENJAMIN. 
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C. L. James, Anarchist and Alderman. 


The following sketch from the St. Paul, Minn., 
Daily Globe of July 4th of one of Tur TRUTH SEEKERS 
best known contributors will be read with interest 
by Mr. James's friends. It is needless to say that 
the sketch was written by an opponent of its hero's 
philosophy : 

Something of a stir has been created by the publication in 
the July number of the Morth American Review in the 
** Notes and Comments” department, of an article by Charles 
L. James of this city, under the title, ** Anarchism Defined 
by an Anarchist.” Mr. James, who, with Mayor Grinnell 
and others, was carricd into the city government on a Knights 
of Labor tidal-wave this spring, has long been very promi- 
nent as one of the queer characters of this region. The cldest 
son of Gcorge P. R. James, the famous English novelist, 
whose '* Solitary Horseman ” is yet a charm to conjure with 


ber of the Common Council. 
archist on paper has made him perfectly happy, and as he is 
the only Anarchist in this region, the people of Eau Claire, 
who hav always been proud of him as a curiosity, are now 
prouder still on the same account. 
is circulating a Milwaukee paper, aud he is sometimes called 


business, and is not considered a dangerous character. 


tice, 
to the mayor 
state of inextricable confusion since his last election; 
and 


in the realms of romantic fiction, Alderman. James inherited 
all the literary tastes of his distinguished parent, and has 
from childhood devoted himself with wonderful assiduity to 
literary pursuits. His study of ancient and modern litera- 
ture, while it has given him the reputation of being a uni- 
versal encyclopedia of knowledge, has rendered him a 
“ Freethinker" in the widest sense of the term, and he has 


from time to time astonished the local public by the promul- 
gation of eurious theories in ethics and political economy. 
In many respects a remarkable character, a polished scholar, 
& bold and original thinker, and, but for his unfortunate 
manner of delivery (which resembles a fractured bag-pipe), a 
powerful speaker, his eccentricities in thought, speech, and 
costume hav caused him to he generally calleda crank by the 
unappreciativ. 
species, and, as such, is worthy of study. 
own business, meddles with nobody, and never carries 
dynamite with him, he is only a speculativ Anarchist, and 


Ile is à typical Anarehist of the educated 
As he minds his 


there is no stigma on his reputation, except that he is a mem- 
His successful debut as an An- 


Mr. James’s oceupation 
the *newsboy alderman.” He continues quietly about his 
He 
has never carried out his Anarchistic theories in prac- 
except that he has been of great assistance 
in keeping the city government in a 


his proclamation of Anarchism in the North 
American is not considered nearly as serious an assault upon 


ihe public peace as was a volume of Swinburnian poems 


which he wrote and published some years ago. His prom- 
iuent position in the management of city affairs, and his 
eccentric speech and manners, as he goes about the city ar- 


rayed in garments appavently obtained from the wardrohe of 


the Cardiff giant, selling his Milwaukee newspaper and cry- 
ing ‘Morning paper, Cap!" make, him one of the most 
prominent figures in the current life of the city. He is 
talked of for the legislature and is willing to go. 
1 m 


The Friends of the Frenchwomen. 


Vichy becomes monotonous after three weeks’ stay, 
notwithstanding the varied amusements, in the ca- 
sino, in the church, and in the theater; but one never 
gets weary of the beautiful parks. Some one has 
said, “ God made the country, but man made the 
town.” With man’s help, God made the park. One 
of these parks borders the river Allier, on the margin 
of which hundreds of Frenchwomen wash clothes. 
Saw a tub in two, and you hav the kind of protection 
from the water in which, on their knees, these poor 
people wash wool, shirts, coats, or anything they can 
turn a few sous from; the day long. Frenchwomen, 
like the German women, are a hard-working class, 
and hundreds of thousands of them are miserable 
looking in old age. It is a shame to see fat priests, 
that never work, liv on their toil. 

The German and French women hav a real friend. 
The first hav a friend in the dog who drags all the 
truck he can ina cart to market, or milk to town. 
You ean see in Germany dogs harnessed to carts, 
clumsily and heavily made for a dog to draw; but 
the dog pulls to the death. As soon as he stops at à 
customer's house, he falls to the ground to sleep and 
rest. 

The hard-working Frenchwomen, the salt of the 
earth, the old and young; women at seventy or eighty 
that hoe the fields; the young of every age, that 
wheel a barrow, drive to market, wash clothes at the 
river shore, wear wooden shoes, make their own 
stockings, whose miserable pittance for the wear and 
tear of a life would not buy the trousseau of the 
bride of a bourgeois, hav a friend. This friend of 
the Frenchwoman's is not a man, or any of his kind, 
but it helps her do the hard work she is compelled 
todo. It appears to be patient under the load it has 
to draw. Sometimes woman and beast are harnessed 
together, and make slow progress toward their des- 
tination, where she is to bargain, and he to stand in 
sober earnestness, for hours, until there is none to 
barter, or nothing to sell. In sunshine and storm, 
this friend of the Frenchwoman is ready to do her 
service. It is not a splendid creature to look at, but 
is strong and hardy. It does not sing; it can and 
wil work. It asks nothing but food for its pay, that 
is all. ` 

There is another friend of the Frenchwomen. He 
isa man—but who can tell? He looks like a man, 
but dresses like a female; he is always with them, 
He does no work of any kind. He sings and prays. 
and plays a first-class game, for his belly. He gets 
pay from the government, out of the taxes and tears 
raised from the product of the labor of these poor 
women, that wear wooden shoes and work from sun- 
rise until sunset. This friend also takes all the pen- 
nies he can wheedle out of them for prayers and 
masses. In return this friend givs them wind. He 
is at the christening of the new Frenchwoman that is 
to wear wooden shoes, and rejoices at the gold he 
gets. He is inat the death of the old Frenchwoman, 
whose wooden shoes hav been kinder to her than her 
people; but this friend still takes cash, with no smile, 
only in his heart. They say he is kind. Yes, for 
himself. They say he is sympathetic. Yes, for him- 
self. They say he has a soul. That may be; but it 
must be very small—a little one, not to be compared 
with the soul of the jackass, the real friend of the 
Frenchwoman. €. E, 

Vichy, France, June 25, 1886. 
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The State Convention. 


The responses to our invitation to an expression of 
preference as to the location of the next Convention 
of the New York State Freethinkers' Association are 
neither as numerous nor as decided as we could wish, 
and leave the matter just where it was in the begin- 
ning. So far, White Sulphur Springs is the choice, 
and it is probable, if the Convention is not held in 
connection with the Congress of the Secular Union, 
that that place would be the most suitable. The 
objection of greatest force is that the town is rather 
far east. The advantages, however, seem to outweigh 
this objection. 

But before the locality is definitly decided the 
officers of the Association would like to hear further 
from those who propose to attend. The response 


must be immediate, as the time is short. 
HO ————— 


Our Public Schools. 

Again this question is pushed to the front by the 
Catholics, who are determined that it shall not down 
till they receive the reward they seek—the subsidiz- 
ing by the state of their parochial schools. And who 
that knows the history of Romanism—is familiar with 
her tireless energy, her stealthy hunt for power—will 
doubt that before another decade passes the question 
will hav to be decided in hundreds of communities at 
the polls? This time the Catholic propaganda comes in 
the form of a discussion between the Rev. Patrick F. 
McSweeny, rector of St. Bridget’s church, New York, 
and Howard Crosby, the well-known militant Presby- 
terian “divine.” 

The discussion, however, is very much one-sided, 
Mr. Crosby confining himself to the statement that a 
division of school funds among the sects would lead 
to war between Catholics and Protestants, and that 
heretical schools as well as religious would neces- 
sarily be subsidized. The chief interest, therefore, of 
the paper in the current number of the Catholic 
World lies in the expressions of Mr. McSweeny, who 
has a plan—in fact, several plans—whereby our gov- 
ernment can be converted into a huge machine for 
the teaching of Christianity, to the great glory of the 
churches Catholic and Protestant, and to the corre- 
sponding confusion of the Infidel and Agnostic. 
The all-encompassing plan is to unite the two chief 
bodies of Christians in this work and make a simulta- 
neous charge upon the Constitution. After captur- 
ing the government, the two thieves would divide the 
booty according to religious convictions of the ma- 
It is needless to say that in this division 
the Catholic church would receive her share. 

The main, and perhaps only, obstacle to this 
scheme, says Mr. McSweeny, “is the fear which the 
Protestants seem to hav of the pope and of the 
church.” In this fear the bishop sees signs of 
acknowledged weakness, and takes it as a compliment 
to the Romish church. He goes further, too, and 
sets down the real trouble to be “that Protestants 
are fast losing all belief in any revealed religion.” 
He is, he says, “more convinced every day that the 


time is rapidly approaching when there will be only 
two great camps—that of the Catholics and that of 
the Infidels. Such sincere and earnest Christians as 
still belong to Protestant denominations will betake 
themselvs to the tents of the former, and the others 
will be ranged under the banner of naturalism.” 
Keeping this complexion of the inevitable war in 
mind, Mr. McSweeny tells what his church wants 
and means to hav, and invites the Protestants to 
come in and share with her the work and profit. 
Starting with the unproved assertion that the school 
is the children's church, he shows how, could he hav 


his way, that church would be supported by the state 


and conducted by the priests. He says: 

“ Secular instruction is no doubt useful, and perhaps nec- 
essary, in a republic especially; but why need it be divorced 
from religion? In England. the state encourages those who 
wish to educate their own children by giving a per capita 
allowance to private schools for each child who passes the 
examination of the public board in secular branches. Why 
could not this be done here? Let them even examin the teach- 
ers, if thought necessary, in the secular branches, leaving to 
the parents the liberty of saying of what denomination they 
shall be. The state would thus pay, as at present, only for 
the secular instruction. What harm would be done to any- 
body, except toa bigot, if the child is also trained to bea 
good Christian at the expense of his parent or of his church? 
For .those parents who are indifferent, let things go on as at 
present, although the cost per capita is fully twice what it 
would be tf the work was done by the church, assisted by the state. 
I am actually educating fully nine hundred children, and I 
am giving as good a secular education as that at the public 
schools, for less than half the cost. Many other pastors are 
doing the same. It is too much to expect the churches to 
provide both religious and secular education, especially as 
their members are already taxed for the state schools.” 


In the face of the flippant manner in which Mr. 
McSweeny speaks of secular instruction as “no 


‘doubt useful, and perhaps necessary, in a republic 


especially,” we think the public will not err if it takes 
his statement of the quality of his school “with a 
grain of salt.” As to the cost, we should hav been 
better satisfied had he given us figures. Figures, it 
is said, do not lie. Whenever we read an advertis- 
ment of a parochial school, the remark comes back to 
us of a Catholic employed as porter in a store in this 
city who had withdrawn his children from the paro- 
chial school and sent them to the public school. “I 
want them to learn reading, writing, and arithmetic,” 
he said in answer to the question why he made the 
change; “something besides the catechism.” 

In his plea Mr. McSweeny very properly lays great 
stress upon the rights of minorities. ‘Intelligent 
men,” he says, “are always in the minority, but they 
can and do lead the majority.” As the Catholics are 
in the minority in this country, he begs for justice for 
the minority, and protests against majority rule in 
the matter of schools. No doubt—or rather there is 
grave doubt, but for the sake of the argument we 
will ignore it—Mr. McSweeny will as eloquently plead 
for minority rights when the Christians hav complete 
control of the government. In that case schools 
must be built for all the sects, the hated Infidels and 
Agnostiesas well as the loved Christians. The Cath- 
olic church is pretty compact, and few schismatics 
disturb its serenity. But there is the Greek Catholic 
church, and we hav a few Catholic reformers in ex- 
istence, fellows like Pére Hyacinthe, of France, who 
do not believe in celibacy for priests, nor in the con- 
fessional for women. Schools must be provided for 
these, as well as for the most orthodox Catholic who 
ever kissed the pope's toe. But it is when we begin 
to number the Protestant sects that the task to be 
undertaken by the government appals the imagina- 
tion. Everyone knows, too, that Protestant secta- 
rianisms will not mingle, and when Mr. Crosby said 
that “Roman Catholics and Protestants will fight 
like cat and dog if you hav the state subsidizing de- 
nominational schools,” he no doubt had a shrewd 
squint in that eye with which he looked at his fellow- 
churchman. Is there a Presbyterian in the country 
who would send his child to a school to be indoctrin- 
ated with Universalism? Is there a Methodist in the 
thirty-eight states who would send his boys and girls. 
to a school taught by a Mormon? Yet Mormons are 
Protestants, and very vigorous ones just now. Could 
an Episcopalian patronize a Unitarian school, or an 
Adventist an Anglican? How would a Puseyite get 
along with a Progressionist, or a Congregationalist 
with a Ritualist? In short, would any one of the 
nearly two hundred Protestant sects desire their chil- 
dren instructed in the creedal tenets of any other? 
Then we hav the Materialists, the Positivists, the 
Spiritualists, the Agnostics, the Ethical School of 
Religion, the Free Religious Society, and other 


heretical bodies of people whose claims must be con- 
sidered. What would the state do for them? They 


are in a minority now, but they are fast growing, and . 


the rights of minorities are as sacred as the rights of 
majorities. Whats lot of schools must be subsidized. 
in every town—one for each sect, and one for those of 
no sect! England has one hundred and eighty odd 


religious sects; the United States about the same. - - 


Think of the possibility of having to build one hun- 
dred and eighty sehool-houses in every school dis- 
trict! Rich as the government is, it would bankrupt 


the national treasury. 


Yet if we are to hav religious schools, there is but : 


one other alternativ, which is for the government, to 


define what religion is, or 


rianisms and allow the instructors to teach no others. 


pick out one or two secta- 


That, however, would be a unification of church and 
state, which is prohibited iu Article I. of the Amend- . 


ments to the United State 


s Constitution.. 


We must regard Mr. McSweeny’s plans as failures. 


pane es are neat 
Knights of Labor, Anarchists, and Socialists. 


The two following extracts are worthy of careful . 
perusal and deep thought: 


From Labor Budget, Organ K. of L. 

Socialism, Anarchism, and 
murder find no defenders in 
the K. of L. If a conflict 


From the Kansas City Journal. 
We do not assert that the 
Knights of Labor are directly 


should ever occur as the re-rible carnivals of blood in Chi- 


sults of Communism, the 
Knights of Labor will be 
found upholding the Constitu- 
tion of the United States and 
laws of the country against all 
transgressors. .The Knights 


of Labor are the stoutest- op- 
ponents. yet placed against So- 
cialism and Anarchy. They 


are friends of the law and of 
order. They believe in order, 
and are determined that the 
laws shall be obeyed. Down 
with Socialism and Anarchy. 
Up with education and equal- 
ity. As to the whole tribe of 
Anarchists, Nihilists, and So- 
cialists, there can be but one 
opinion among good citizens. 
Opposed to law and order, 
which are as necessary to labor 
as to capital, they are the ene- 
mies of the human race, and 
there is no place for them in 
this country. They hav no 
sympathy with honest labor, 
and the workingmen, whose 
cause they injure, should be 
the first to denounce and op- 
pose them. The honest work- 
ingmen are good citizens, and 
they know that this is the best 
country for them in the world. 
‘They seek not to destroy, but 
to build up. Their worst ene- 
mies are the destructivs who 
do not know how to value free 


cago and Milwaukee, but we 


pursued by the Knights of 
Labor during the recent strike 
in the Southwest hav been the 
strongest possible encourage- 
ment for such red-handed 
murderers as Parsons, Field- 
en, and others to institute a 
reign of anarchy in Chicago 
and Milwaukee. Are the ac- 
tions of the mob in Chicago 


bushed a train near Fort 
Worth and fired a deadly vol. 
ley from Winchester rifles into 
the ranks of the officers of the 
law? Hav the followers of 
Parsons and Fielden perpe- 
trated: any «more. heirious -act 
than did the Knights who de- 
railed the train on the Missouri- 
Pacific near Wyandotte, and 
hurled innocent men to their 
deaths ? 
Fielden propounded any more 
Anarchical doctrin than did 
the striking Knights at Par- 
sons, who claimed the rights 
of belligerents in time of war? 
We submit in all fairness that 
the record of the Knights in 
the Southwestern strike fur- 
nishes them with but limited 


the finger of scorn at the fol- 


Hav Parsons and ' 


institutions. They amd their 
whole doetrin and following 
should be driven from the 
country, or, better still, from 
the face of God's earth. 


lowers of the Anarchist Par. 
Sons. ? 


There is, doubtless, a great deal of honest and — 


righteous indignation in the remarks of the Labor 
Budget, and there is also a large amount of cold, 
unvarnished truth in the reflections of the Journal. 
Not the least necessity exists for the Budget to work 
itself into a passion against all Socialists and Anarch- 
ists, because there are both Socialists and Anarchists 
who are as good citizens and as law-abiding as any 
Knight of Labor, and in honesty and intelligence 
they are the peers of anybody. They certainly hav 
what Mr. Tucker would call the superior “ scientific 
grasp.” As the Journal points out, they are no more 
incendiary in their acts than the Knights, and they 
do not seek to accomplish their aims through laws 
scarcely less burdensome than the wrongs sought 
to be remedied. That “they and their whole doc- 
trin and following should be driven from the country, 


or, better still, from the face of God's earth,” as the —. 


Budget declares, is the most dangerous and un-Amer- 
ican sentiment that we hav anywhere seen. 

The suspicion arises that when the Labor Budget 
classes “ Socialism, Anarchy, and murder” indiserim- 
inately together it does not know what it is talk- 
ing about. What the noble order of the Knights of 
Labor need is to be delivered from the stigma 
brought upon them both by the violent acts of their 
members and by the reckless rant of their organs. 


responsible for the recent ter- ' 


do charge that the methods - 


any worse than that of the | 
band of Knights which am- | 


capital with which to point  ' 


/ 
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The law will attend to Anarchists and Socialists who 
-break the law. Those who do not break the law hav 
as much right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap- 
. piness as anybody else. l 


When Was Christ Born? 


To Tue EDITOR or Tae TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Your remarks 
as to when Christ was born require a little addition, it seems 
to me.. Matthew says Christ was born in the days of Herod 

-the king; that on account of Herod's order to slay the in- 
fants Joseph fled with the child into Egypt and there remained 
until after Herod’s death, and until he heard that Herod's 
son Archelaus reigned in his stead. 

Luke says Christ was born when his parents went up to 
Bethlehem to be taxed, and that this taxing was first done 
when Cyrenius was governor of Syria. 

. Josephus says Herod died a few days after an eclipse of the 
moon. He wanted to kill some of his own children, but so 
feared the people he dared not attempt it till he found his end 
was so near. This eclipse has been calculated back and 
found to be of date in March B. 0. 4. Josephus relates that 
after Herod's death Archelaus was confirmed in the govern- 
ment and reigned ten years and was then. banished; that 
Judea and Syria were united under one government and Cy- 
renius was sent out from Rome to be governor; that he 
ordered a tax of the Jewish nation, and that this tax was hei- 
nously taken by the Jews. Any student of Josephus must 
observe how very accurate is he whenever he speaks of minu- 
tig; and although he givs no dates he relates events in such 
order that we can get quite close to dates. Those chapters 
. in the Antiquities are especially minute—more so than those 
` in the War. As Luke refers to Cyrenius in the past tense, we 
may infer that his office had ceased. Anyhow, this first tax- 
ing by Cyrenius ended in the thirty-seventh year after the 
battle of Actium. At least, if Luke is taken, Christ must 
hav been born eleven. years after Herod's death. From the 
accounts by Josephus we can see about how, where, and when 
that sect arose among the Jews—that new philosophy similar to 
Essenism he describes—which coóperated later with some 
-older one, and in the vast confusions forgot much, added and 
mixed much, and developed into Christianity under the teach- 
ings of that master genius we know as Paul, an inspired, ear- 
nest, eloquent soul, if ever there was one—/. ¢., a genius. 

So far as exposing contradictions of Bibles is concerned I 
would not turn my hand over to do so, were it not from de- 
sire of destroying idolatry—Bible fetichism. The Bible it 
really, when read with enlightened eyes, & most fair work, of 
extraordinary interest, and teeming with wisdom in places. 
Priestcraft has made of it à God with most fatal consequence 

"to ignorance. Philo, the great Jew, the foremost man of all 
the Jewish world in or about A.D. 1, knew how to interpret it— 
as an allegory (the Pentateuch, I mean). C. 


Our correspondent’s data appear to be quite cor- 
-rect according to the records. Josephus has given 
us pretty much all we know of the history of those 
' times, especially as affecting the Jews. His history 
cannot be successfully contradicted except -as to cer- 
tain exaggerations of numbers and stories of marvel- 
ous events. But Luke, as we before remarked, seems 
to make a blunder every time he undertakes to giv 
dates. Evidently he was unacquainted with Jewish 
history, and Rabbi Wise says that both in the gospel 
and in the Acts the writer betrays a want of knowl- 
edge of the Hebrew, of the laws and customs of the 
Jews, and of the geography of Palestine. 
As to the Essenes, Josephus describes them as exist- 
ing about the year 20 s.c., at which time he tells us 


that Herod especially favored Manahem the Essene. | 


Several years ago our correspondent “Antichrist” 
drew attention to the apparent identity of Manahem 
the Essene with Manaen of Acts xiii, 1, 2: 

* Now there were in the church that was at Antioch cer- 
tain prophets and teachers, as Barnabas, and Simeon that 


was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which 
had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul." 


This Manaen of Acts answers in name to Manahem 


the Essene, a school-teacher who once met Herod the. 


Great when a child, and clapping the boy on the back, 
prophesied that he would be king and would reign 
long. Substitute in the above passage “the Great” 
for “the tetrarch” and we would hav Manahem the 
Essene associated with Barnabas, Lucius of Cyrene 
(perhaps Luke the Evangelist), and Saul of Tarsus, 
afterward called Paul And Josephus says that 
Herod a.so especially favored Pollio the Pharisee, 
another prophet, who, when Herod was once upon 
trial of life and death, told the judges, by way of re- 
proach, that“ this Herod, whom they suffered now 
to escape, would afterward inflict punishment on 
them all” (Ant. xv, 1). 
Many years after this trial (which was about 37 8. c.), 
Josephus tells us that Herod sent two of his sons 
_to Rome to enjoy the company of Cæsar, “and they 
lodged at the house of Pollio, who was very fond of 
Herod's friendship." Paul undoubted ended his days 
at Rome, and “Antichrist” maintains that he died as 
early as the year 10 s.c. In his letter to the Phil- 
ippians Paul says: “All the saints salute you, chiefly 
they that are of C:esar’s household." And when the 


p M 


apostle was sent to Rome the writer of Acts twice 
tells us (xxv, 21, 25) that it was for a hearing before 
Augustus. 

: 


Editorial Notes. 


Tax Church Times, of England, protests against the erec- 
tion of a church as a memorial to Elizabeh Fry, on the 
ground that “that excellent Quakeress was not, strictly 
speaking, a Christian." The Church Times may be right. 
Who can tell what is real, simon-pure Christianity ? 


Ox “Corpus Christi” Sunday a procession of priests 
passed through the streets of Montreal bearing the “ host.” 
As the ‘‘host” passed the St. Johns military school the com- 
mandant ordered his men to present arms and kneel. This 
was termed “ presenting arms to God.” As the order was a 
violation of military regulations, the commandant is likely to 
be court-martialed. : 


In enumerating the portraits in the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 
for the current year, the Hartford Times has a bit of philoso- 
phy highly disagreeable to Christians. ‘‘It remains an un- 
comfortable fact," it says, “in any study of the world's re- 
ligions, that so many of the world's great ones hav repudiated 
all creeds, even the scheme of Christianity itself as.a divine 
order.” Truly, it is an uncomfortable fact, but not at all 
astonishing. 


Ix the recent elections in England the clergy of the Estab- 
lished Church took a very decided stand against the Home 
Rulers. On one Sunday the archbishop of York, primate of 
the church, selected as the text upon which to build a ser- 
mon the advice of Paul to the Ephesians, which he abbre- 
viated to read, ‘‘ Put off the old: man, which is corrupt.” 
Mr. Gladstone ought to feel very friendly toward the Church 
of England. 


Tux following from the Beacon is the latest argument 
against Sunday newspapers : 

“The Sunday newspaper tends not only to destroy the sacred 
character of the Sabbath, and to make the public worship a farce 
for those who read it, bnt itis supplanting the religious press. A 
person who reads a daily paper all the week, and an edition with a 
supplement of the same on Sunday, has no time left for a religious 
weekly, and the weekly is soon dropped." 


We extend such sympathy as we hav on hand to the relig- 
ious editors, but cannot just now see what they are going to 
do about it. 'The publishers of the Sunday papers are un- 
doubtedly too worldly-minded to heed their protests. - : 

BERAVER 

Core Younesr, one of those celebrated Minnesota bandits, 
the Younger brothers, is said to be a man of great ability and 
considerable education. Since his imprisonment he has 
studied the Bible carefully, and now regularly preaches to 
his fellow-convicts in the Stillwater penitentiary. But, after 
all, the transformation is not very great from a.robber to a 
preacher. Both get a living from the world without giving 


anything in return. 
m Le Ld 


In the midst of his infirmities, during which he has sometimes for 
days together been unable to hold a pen, Mr. Spurgeon has issued 
his nineteen hundredth sermon. Luminous, as well as voluminous, 
may this devoted servant of God be long spared to the church on 
earth.—Religious Paper. . 

If Mr. Spurgeon would cease his enormous consumption 
‘of beer and brandy, that ‘‘ devoted servant of God would be 
spared a good deal longer to the church . on earth,” and his 
“infirmities” would be fewer. A beer and brandy drinking 
parson will hav the rheumatism and gout just as severely as 
the most woful sinner. 


A PRETTY little Sunday-school tale has been used by nearly 
every religious paper in the land to fill up an odd corner of 
its columns. It is about England's queen. Victoria was 
asked by some person, inquisitivly inclined on political sub- 
jects, to what she attributed the source of England's great- 
ness. Her answer was both laconic and pious: ‘The 
Bible.” It is a pity to touch so fervid a story with cold 
truth, but Mr. J. N. Masters, of Rye, England, wrote to Sir 
Henry Ponsonby, the queen’s secretary, to know whether or 
not it was true. Mr. Ponsonby: has written in reply that 


"there is no truth whatever in that commonly-believed 


Story." Thus has another bulwark of Christianity gone over- 
board. 


Ir we may judge by the following piece of commercial 
paper, brought to light by areligious journal, God partici- 
pated rather more activly in the affairs of the world one 
hundred years ago than at present : 

* Shipped, by the grace of God, in good order and well-conditioned, 
by Messrs. H. Vanderburgh and Co., in and upon the good brig 
called Betsy and Sukey, whereof Giles Hollister is master, under God 
for the present voyage, and now riding at anchor in the port of 
Newbern, and by God's grace bound for New York, 417 bbls. of tar; 
47 bbls. Turpentine; 44 bbls. Pitch; 6 Venison Hams; 4 Deer Skins, 
and one bbl. of fat, to be delivered in good order unto Mr. Ham- 
tramock, or to his assigns, he or they paying freight, with primage 
and average acchstomed—In witness whereof, etc.—and so God 
send the good ship to her destined Port in safety. Amen. Dated 
at Newbern, 16th Feb. 1785. Giles Hollister.” 

A bill of lading in those days, it appears, was a theological 
document as well as a receipt for goods shipped. 


Tue Bayshore Journal brings news of the death of Mrs. C. 
A. Codman, of Brentwood, L. I., which occurred on July 
2d. Thetown of Brentwood was founded by a handful of 
radicals, of whom Mrs. Codman was one. She and her hus- 
band hay been known beyond the community for their good 
works, and as disciples of a faith which the average Long 
Islander finds it difficult to understand. Positivism to a 
Christian is synonymous with heresy, but though ontspoken 
in their convictions Mr. and Mrs. Codman had the good will 
of all. The Journal says of the funeral services: “The 
tenets of their faith called for no assistance from a clergy- 
man, at least from none in this neighborhood, but those who 


assembled to render tribute to the many virtues and excel- 
lences of their departed friend were none the less earnest and 
heartfelt in their expression.” Mr. Codman’s grief at his 
loss is shared by many friends. i 


Tux Index quotes from a contemporary thus: ‘‘A writer 
in the Congregationalist says that he does not find much 
‘burning piety,’ ‘ unquestioning faith,’ and ‘ self-sacrificing 
ardor’ among the German candidates for the ministry.”. As 
to the ** burning piety” it no doubt still exists, but, fortu- 
nately, on account of an increase of worldly knowledge, these 
times no not allow of its oldtime expression and exercise. 

—— — S e ————— 
. Leetures and Meetings. 

Mrs. LILLIE DEVEREUX BLAKE will lecture at Warsaw, N. 
Y., July 22d and 28d; at Leroy, 24th and 26th; at Batavia, 
27th; at Clifton Spa, 30th, and at Weedsport, August 4th. 


W. F. Jameson is holding a debate with Rev. D. O. Van 
Slyke, of Wisconsin, in the Opera House at Madison, Dakota, 
on the questions: 1. “The Existence and Being of the God 
of the Bible.” 2. ‘‘Infidelity (Freethought) is Superior to 
Christianity.” There is a call for Mr. Jamieson to go to 
Leon, Iowa, to debate with a Rev. Wilson. If the Leon 
Liberals can defray the heavy cost of so long a journey the 
debate will probably take place early in August. His ad- 
dress is Lake City, Minn. D 


C. B. Reynotps has been for the past week at Montezuma, 
N. Y., where he has encountered violent weather, but suc- 


ceeded in disposing of quite a quantity of Liberal literature, 


and forming a Secular Union. Mr. Reynolds goes next to 
Boonton, N. J. He writes: ‘‘ Now let all desiring Tent 
effort write me at once. And all New York Liberals prepare 
for a glorious meeting of the New York State Freethinkers’ 
Association.’ The cause requires that every man and woman 
do their duty, and help by their presence to boom the move- 
ment in the Empire state. 


Tue Dillon, Montana, Examiner of June 19th contained 
this notice of the missionary efforts of the American Secular 
Union’s secretary: ‘On Thursday morning last handbills 
were circulated around the city, anuouncing that Samuel P. 
Putnam, secretary of the National Secular Union, would de- 
liver free lectures at the Court-house on Thursday and Fri- 


day evenings. During the day Mr. Putnam, accompanied , 


by Mr. William G. Emerick, succeeded in making many ac- 
quaintances, and put in his time agreeably. Ile was driven 
out to Mr. Emerick's residence for dinner, and when he 
reached the Court-house in the evening he found a large an- 
dience there to greet him, including many ladies. At nine 
o'clock Hon. W. S. Barbour introduced Mr. Putnam, and 
that gentleman announced that he would use as the basis of 
his argument the subject, ‘Universal Mental Liberty.’ For 


an hour he held the closest attention of the large audience, 
and made a good argument in favor of Freethought, and 
against all religious forms, being frégnently interrupted by 
applause. He is a fluent, easy, and natural speaker, grate- 
ful of gesture, and has a method of reasoning his case with- 


|out offending his hearers who are opposed to his views. 
Last evening Mr. Putnam had another large audience to hear ` 


hislecture on the ‘New Heaven and Earth.’ He was listened 
to attentivly.” 


Wuen J. E. Remsburg made his first tour East as a Lib- 
eral lecturer, four years ago, he had two engagements. Last 
August he started East on his seventh semi-annual tour with 
sixty engagements. This year he is so thronged with calls 
that he will not be able to cross the Mississippi before No- 
vember. He had contemplated a trip to Colorado in August, 
a trip through the Northwest on his return, and a tour East 
about the last of September. The announcement that he 
would make a tour of the northwestern states, however, 
brought so many calls that he has been compelled to abandon 
his Colorado trip, decline all calls for lectures east of the 
Mississippi as well as Kansas and Missouri, and begin work 
a month earlier than usual. Ile is now filling engagements 
for thirty-six lectures in Nebraska. The following is his pro- 
gram for that state: ; 

SEAT is EAE ues PEET Thursday, July 15 


Humboldt. 5.55: 6: 5 eee trt ro eher Friday, July 16 
Liberty... eeeeeeen tnn so nnne gus Saturday, Sunday, July 17, 18 
Mission Creek...........ccccsscesccsscecseeeesenseneees Sunday, July 18 
Wilber......... Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, July 19, 20, 21 
Waverly........... TER "Thursday, Friday, July 22, 23 
Greenwood.... ....Baturday, Sunday, July 24, 25 
Louisville.........................:.. Monday, Tuesday, July 26, 27 
Arlington...... Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, July 28, 29, 80 
Osceola..............ee nnn Saturday, July 31, Sunday, Aug. 1 
IU IDE EE Monday, Aug. 2 
PalMyTa......ceeecceessceecseneeees Tuesday, Wednesday, Aug. 3, 4 


Edgar...Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday, Aug. 5, 6, 7, 8 
Indianola...Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Aug. 10, 11, 12 


Central City................. TES Saturday, Sunday, Aug. 14, 15 
Crab Orchard.................. Tuesday, Wednesday, Aug. 17, 18 
In Iowa and Minnesota he has the following engagements : 
Iowa. : MINNESOTA. 
Tama City, Worthington, 
Osceola, Dundee, 
Randolph, Fairmount, 
Oelwein, Alma City, 
Buffalo Grove, Janesville, 
Colfax, Smiths Mill, 
Holstein, Darnum, 
Fredericksburg, Utica, 
New Hampton, St. Charles, 
Cresco, Ashby, 
Deerfield, Garden City, 
Hampton, Ada, 
Orange City, Long Lake. 
Grinnell, 
Muscatine. 


In addition to the above, Des Moines, Manchester, Nevin- 
ville, Princeton, Casey, What Cheer, Farley, Columbus 
Junction, Bonaparte, aud Missouri Vallcy, Iowa, and several 
towns in Minnesota and Dakota also expect to arrange- for 
lectures. . 
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Letters fram friends. : 


GALLOWAY, TEXAS. 
Mr. Eprror: I wish we could hav a lecturer visit us this 
fall. There are a great many Liberals here, but few are 
outspoken. . 
' The cartoons are perfectly splendid, and I don't see how 
anyone can object to them.. With best wishes for the success 
of Tae Troru Seeker, T am, Respectfully, J. P. Mirzs. 


San Josg, CAL., June 23, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: Your cartoons are very w elcome to your 
readers. Ilike them very well. You hit the nail just at the 
head to pierce superstition to the core. The Liberals owe 
you many thanks for your libera] outlay. May they also 
support you freely in order that you can cover the higher 
expenses you hav incurred for your eminent paper. 
H. M. CorriNGER. 


CHAMPLIN, Miny., June 29, 1886. 
Mr. Evrror: Inclosed find $3 for my renewal. 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER is much appreciated in our family, 
and we expect long to remain among its humble supporters. 
The following story, «hich we consider good enough for 
your “ Odds and Ends,” is purely original, and occurred in 
one of the large churches in our city of Minneapolis, where 
last winter they were having a huge revival. The pastor, 
in his ** warming-up " zeal, was making his usual rounds, 
soliciting. victims. Meeting a good-natured Scandinavian in 
the congregation, he accosted him with the usual interroga- 
tory, “Don’t you want to work for Jesus?" Our friend met 
him with a wide. stare, and the reply, ‘‘Naow; me got von 
*yob; cut ice out Lake Calboon.” Mrs. F. I. Biro. 


Easr Saginaw, Micon., July 11, 1886. 

Mr. Eviror: Everyone seems to hav the specimen craze. 
Not long ago I received from Washington territory a nice 
box of real Indian money. The lady who sent me this queer 
coin says her husband was once an Indian trader, and while 
among the Alaska Indians he collected this money, and now, 
as she has no use for it, she sends it to me. The Indian 
money, or wampum, as the Indians called it, is a rare sea. 
shell, an inch or more in length, the size around of-a large 
' knitting-needle, slightly bent, tapering and hollow. The 
value of each piece to them was four cents. I hav quite a 
bit more of this odd currency than I care for, and, the editor 
willing, I will say anyone who would like a piece of Indian 
money may hav it and welcome if they send a stamp to pay 


postage. Mrs. F. A. WARNER. 
Lixcors, Irr., July 10, 1886. 
Mr. Epiror: You hav often noticed, I hav no doubt, 


that when you corner Christian mythologists in regard to 
** miracles" and show the nnreasonableness and impossibility 
of any such things ever happening, they always take refuge 
behind their bulwark, ‘‘ Oh, nothing is impossible with God.” 
When they seek flight from reason and science I take issue 
and silence them in this way : 

1. God cannot make twice two six. 

2. God cannot make the millstone run both ways at once. 

.8. God cannot destroy himself. 

A dose of this heroic treatment closes their mouths and 
they go off, as the bigots always do, longing for the Inquisi- 
tion and fagot. The old sects are passing into the impenetra- 
ble next, the younger ones are getting more careless and less 
dogmatic. Thisis the hope of final reformation. A. R. C. 


West Brienron, N. Y., June 29, 1886. 

Mr. Eniror: One word in regard to pictures. They are 
just grand. They hit the mark every time. I wish I could 
hay been brought in contact with them when I was full of 
theology. It seems as if they would hav woke me up. 

I hope you will get two subscribers for every one who 
says ‘Stop my paper" on account of the pictures. If I 
didn't like them, I could easily pass them over. I don't be- 
lieve an editor has all sunshine in the pilgrimage of life. I 
hav cut out many of the pictures and sent them to friends 
for missionary purposes. I think they hav had the designed 
and desired effect. 

I was pleased to learn through Tux TRUTH SEEKER that 
Dr. Austin had Reynolds go to Marion and stir up their 
minds by way of remembrance. lic can do it every time, 
even if he doesn't claim to be inspired by God. The D.D.'s 
were wise in not attacking him. SAMUEL E. SKINNER.. 


Sronenam, Mass., July 10, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron : I write for the purpose of sending some money 
to keep our Frecthought flag waving in the breezc. I am 
always glad to sec it come, although I do not hav time 
enough to read it. Brother Heston's last materialization of 
“Home Rule in Ireland" is superexcellent. I can imagin 
the combatants opening the exercises by singing, “I am so 
glad that Jesus loves me.” Seeing it, an Infidel must feel gad 
to think he lacks religious devotion. One is reminded of Liz- 
zie Doten’s poem: 

We mock at the Catholic bigots in Rome, 
Who strive with their dogmas man’s reagon to fetter; 


But we turn to the Protestant bigots at home, 
‘And find that their dogmas are scarce a whit better. 


I would be glad if'Mr. Reynolds and his gospel tent would 
come this way.. How I envy Miss Wixon her loving task! I 
wish Liberals would hav Sunday gatherings for their chil- 
dren, where isms were lost sight of, and honor, reason, inves- 
tigation, and facts that are seen alike by all could be taught: 
where seven days instead of one would be considered '* holy; 5 
where white lies of all descriptions would be tabooed; where 
self-control and self-government could be inculcated ; where 
human rights could be freely spoken of; where prevention 
instead of punishment for criminals could be considered; 


where strict, inflexible justice would be given dn easy lonas i 
where fun and instruction could be judiciously blended, and 
where—well, I might talk a long time and then not say half 
that might be said. But Ido hope to see more schools or 
meetings established for the children, Some of us older 
ones realize the benefit of beginning to think rightly. But 
schools where knowledge and net faith would be the standard 
would help cur future generations to hav less murder, 
hatred, lying, ete., ete. 

Success to the host af speakers; may the coming Guin 
tion he a grand success. Bat nothing can kill out Free- 
thought. It is bound to grow brighter and broader every 
year. C. FANNIE ÁLLYN. 


Pniiapeurma, Pa., June 28, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: Iam very glad to find you interested in ex- 
posing Catholicism. Teaching by pictures is very effectiv 
if those who see them can properly apply them. Iam sorry 
to say I do not think yours often hit the mark, but as I could 
not do as well, probably I had better say nothing. Catholi- 
cism and republicanism are a contradiction. It is impossible 
for them to coalesce. Onc or the other must go down. One 
teaches people to believe; tlie other teaches people to think. 
The policy of the first is to keep its adherents ignorant; the 
policy of the latter to enlighten all. 

Our grand doctrin of freedom in religion for all is taken 
advantage of by the Catholic orgauization, which is not 
wholly a religious organization, but political and religious 
conibined. Before it gets power, it wears its religious mask. 
When it has power, it is political. No man should be allowed 
to vote at our polls who does not abjure all other potentates. 
My own conviction is that Catholicism is at the bottom of 
Home Rule, and that Rome Rule will be the right reading. 
Eternal hostility to Catholicism should be taught to every 
American. E. M. Davis. 


Ayer, Mass., July 4, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: By “ Letters from Friends” I see that some 
timid ones are afraid to show the pictures to their orthodox 
friends. I do not hesitate to show the pictures as soon as I 
open the paper, and it is with difficulty that I can draw the 
clergy and the stern churchmen into a discussion, knowing, 
as they do, their weak and defenseless position. Let the 
good work go on; the pictures cannot overmatch the descrip- 
tion of the past nor the facts of the present. Dlustrations— 
object teaching—hav long been in the Bible; the work of 
human imagination. Other descriptions in the Bible are 
worthy of illustrations. Imagination was not exhausted by 
the first edition. Those who accept the description of the 
Jewish Jehovah should not object to the picture, nor to 
being mirrored by seeing the “ priest and Levite passing by” 
a man already robbed, of whom they had nothing to expect. 
They seem not to be expressly proud of their prototypes ; 
their only defense is as that of a dog with a mounted cat en- 
livening his ideas, ‘‘Ta’int I, ta'int I." 

The Christian church does not like to behold its natural 
face in the glass; they would like to turn from their bloody 
record and forget what manner of men they were, what 
church they belong to now. They should recéive with a 
good grace what they gave—cartoons and pet names. Whose 
fault is it? Who began it? There is a vast difference be- 
tween the picture of a hideous crime and the crime itself. 
Some time let us see that old one-horse iron cart that scared 
the creator of worlds. Watson Heston has a large field to 
work in yet. His spirited pictures are a great aid to faith. 
They make it easy. Erwan Mynrok. 


Bie Creek, N. Y., July 11, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: Universal mental liberty is a subject that is 
much talked about by many women as well as men, but if 
practical demonstration is the key-note to its success, many 
seem to ‘‘ shoot wide of the mark." 

I was never more forcibly reminded of this fact than when 
I read in the public print that even men calling themselvs 
not only '' Liberals," but ‘‘ reformers,” and in the town of 
Liberal, Mo., too, recommended ‘ shot-gun and boot-logic " 
to drive individuals out of the town because they honestly 
differed with them in reference to the principle of love, and 
its proper expression or manifestation. 

The inspiration that has been handed down from ‘‘the 
dead past" tells us that ‘‘love is the fulfilling of. the law.” 
But the inspiration of ihe present, if such demonstrations 
aré taken as evidence, would seem to indicate that mobo- 
cratic lawlessness had taken possession of not only ‘the 
rank and file,” but professed leaders in the advocacy of 
“ universal mental liberty,” even in a hall dedicated to its 


| claims. 


What a comment on the reformatory teachings of to-day! 

Where is there any spot or place on ‘‘ God's green earth” 
that this claim can he actualized if even in Liberal, Mo., its 
leading minds so far forget to practice what they teach in 
theory as to be instrumental in inciting a mob, if not them- 
selvs found in it as leaders? 

The eyes of very many men and women hav been turned 
in the direction of this town, and its founder, for a practical 
illustration of the possibility of ‘‘ universal mental liberty” 
becoming a fixed fact at least there, if nowhere else, in this 
boasted ‘‘ land of the, free and home of the brave.” 

As I understand the term liberty, it means no more and no 
less than to be free to do only what is right, even if thosc 
who claim to be its most worthy advocates are not so near 
perfect but that they think unkind thoughts toward others 
whose influence is in danger of affecting their pockets, 
whether they do their internal convictions or not, and for 
this reason nature, or natural law, has attached a penalty to 
every violation, even if “ civil. law," so called, does sanction 
it, as is clearly indicated by our law-makers granting licenses 
to sell liquor, keep houses of prostitution, etc. These 
licenses do not save the liquor-dealer from demoralization, 
to say nothing of the deplorable effect liquor has on the 


drinker, and his family, if it goes no further, which is not 
usually the case, as all observing minds are qualified to bear 
ample testimony to the contrary. And as for prostitution, 
it's destroying many of the fairest and best, by men volun- 
tarily walking into its gilded precincts but to scatter the seeds 
of disease and death in many homes where purity and chas- 
tity would gladly flourish forever and aye. 
Jorra C. FRANKLIN. 


Gunnison, Cor., June 80, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed is $10. I am owing you a little 
over a year’s subscription. I desire to pay you up to May, 
1888. This, perhaps, will enable you to forgiv me for run- 
ning behind this past year, which to me has been an extra 
close one in money matters. But I told you a year ago how 
it was and asked you to wait, and I thank you for your kind- 
ness-to an old subscriber like me. You will see that Iam 
one of the oldest, starting with the paper and Saint Bennett 
in Illinois. My sympathies are with you in your efforts to dif- 
fuse the truth, and I like your broad, Liberal way of doing 
it. Right here let me hold up my hand in favor of the pict- 
ures you are issuing lately. It seems to me they are an excel- 
lent argument to a large number who could not otherwisc 
“see the point.” Iam glad you try to obey Paul's injunction 
to be “all things to all men, if, possibly, you may save.some.” 
All the early part of my life I've been a churchman; went 
out of it into Materialism, but hav since been converted by 
‘proof palpable" to Spiritualism. Of course I should like 
Tax Trorn SEEKER better if a little more space was given to 
my peculiar philosophy, but I am not to dictate how you 
should run your paper. I like your fairness to all sides, and 
Iread and like what the Materialistic correspondents hav to 
Say. They are all right as far as they see—I only pity them, 
as I do the Christians, that they cannot see farther, for I think 
they can't enjoy life to its fullest, as they might if they had 
their eyes open. Evolution will bring things round all right - 
intime. "There's no use trying to hurry up nature. People 
hav got to grow into knowledge. The turkey-stuffing proc- 
ess won't do for humans. The passage out of superstition into" 
the light of Freethought must be gradual as the growth from 
youth to age. But my sheet is full. Truly thine in sym- 
pathy, Warren RIOHARDSON. 


New Yonn, N. Y., July 9, 1880. 

Mr. Eprror: Oh, you bad man! Do you know what 
you are about? You a truth seeker, indeed! Father 
M—n and myself used at intervals to amuse - our- 
selvs by looking at your TRUTH SEEKER journal, but you 
hav done it now. It takes a good deal to make the holy man 
grind his teeth. We enjoyed much, you may believe, your 
funny pictures depicting the squirming, pretentious, and pre- 
sumptuous fooleries of those heretical Methodists and Pres. 
byterians, and all orthodox herétics, but now we perceive you 
hav made an onslaught also upon the holy Mother Church! - 
the church of the holy Virgin! Oh, my! I hav no patience 
with you. 

I perceive now what had disturbed the composure of my 
holy confessor.. Tossing your crumpled paper into my lap, 
frowningly, he exclaimed aloud, * Read! read!" and then 
darted out of the room. And, I assure you, I did read. 
Now, Iam not good at logic, but for you to confound our 
soul-soothing absolution or forgivness of our holy father at 
Rome through God's ten thousand ever-ready priests with 
the heretical brawlers and bellowers surrounding us, cau 
only be excused by ignorance or neglect in childhood. 

I write unadvisedly, for I am but a poor, weak woman, 
and, I suppose, all I may say willonly provoke a smile. The 
poor wretch who is to be hanged to-day—how much better 
the Catholic certainty of forgivness than the heretical bol- 
stering of a mere hope! Who ever knew a holy Catholic 
priest deserting a felon in his last moments and neglecting a 
criminal in the State prison? SISTER BERTHA. 

P. 8.—If our streets become, through Tus TRUrH SEEKER, 
as red with blood as my scribble, you hav only yourself to 
accuse. 8. B. 


Paorrio, Mo., July 8, 1886. 

Mz. Epiror: Will you please pardon my intrusion on 
your time and space? "The thought has often imposed itself 
on me, If mind rules matter, then what rules the movements 
of the world—the heavenly bodies? There has been much 
said of late, in regard to it, in Tne TRUTH SEEKER, but no 
motiv cause hasas yet beengivén. According to the science 
of astronomy, the movements are precise, the cause un- 
changeable; all remains within the figure. How can that 
be? Astronomy says gravitation and attraction are the 
cause. But how can that be it to my unscientific mind? 
Gravitation, Webster says, is the tendency to center, and 
common say has it that water runs down hill till it finds its 
icvel, but then it stops; and so with attraction. Webster 
gays it is the power in bodies which is supposed to draw 
them together. Now, if those are the principles which con- 
stitute the moving powers, I cannot sec how they can keep 
moving at the rate they do—although they do. I think—in 
fact, I reason—that there is something outside of what we con- 
ceive as gravitation and attraction which keeps things apart 
within their sphere, and moving, besides its opposit, ¢.¢., the 
causes given; besides, if I should dare to express my own 
fecling, my own reason, in regard to it, I would say that the 
body, such as our earth is, hard and concrete, does not sail 
around at all, and at such speed, but only moves on center. 
The reasons are its own condition; its poles, which are, of 
course, positiv and negativ; itself the law of gravitation and 
attraction. What could counteract it? What could keep it 
in its sphere, its orbit, in the all-the-same around about it? 
I can find no motiv cause in that; perhaps science can ex. 
plain it. 

Yes, Mr. Editor, mind rules matter. Mind measures space 
and determins movements, establishes systems, makes laws 
for man’s guide and movement, builds up heavens and sheols 
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- ` for not believing one thing or another; and yet it is no entity, 
-a mere nothing. Can you explain the riddle? A thought 
‘has come to me again while writing, namely, that all Spiritual 

, causes and phenomena are involved and conditioned by and 
in the causes which constitute gravitation and attraction— 
-the idea for which I would eall respectful consideration, as 
that will giv & hint, a clue, as to cause or no cause, as to be- 
ing object matter or subject cause. E 

_ Iwil just say that I approve of the new departure— the 
pictures; no matter who growls. The matters they represent 
are veritable facts. These ought to prevail, and any Liberal 
that cannot bear them has not yet unloaded the theological 
mind. With best wishes and hopes for a fair consideration 
of what is said and written, I will sign myself, A. H. K. 


- Newark, N. J., July 11, 1886. 
Mm. Eprror: Our public schools are the bulwark and 
only guarantee of a republican form of government, and 
sectarians are trying to break them up. They were not con- 
sidered godless by our forefathers. They were good enough 
to educate them, and they arc good enough to train up the 
.rising generation now. Educate the people, and bigots can't 
rule. Our public schools are supported by intelligent people, 
foreign.and nativ—Americans who reverence the great god 
of nature, and not man gods. Our motto is, ** God and our 
nativ land,” and not God, church, and fatherland. Love of 
god and country should be the first lesson taught in our 
public schools, and not obedience and loyality to church. 
Jesuits declare our schools godless because they are not al- 
lowed to educate our children. Now, sir, all mankind were 
born without knowledge, and by age we acquire intelligence. 
In my infancy I was taught there was a devil and a burning 
„hell. What a monstrous and wicked lie that was to keep 
‘people from doing wrong! It is an insult to any person of 
intelligence to hold up an individual devil, or a burning hell; 
and because we won't allow those people to educate, preach, 
and instil this wickedness to our youth they declare we are 
godless and heretics, and doomed to hell. If their prayers 
“could save life, stop tornadoes, stop God’s lightning from 
knocking down his churches, save the ship-wrecked mar- 
riner, raise the dead, cure disease, stop pestilence, and lead 
to chaste lives, they would be some benefit to mankind in 
general. But they don't. Christians would not kill their 
devil if they could, for if he was dead their occupation would 
be gone. "There would be no five-dollar masses for the poor, 
nor fifty-dollar for the high, nor ten cents for a poor sinner 
_ to go to church to pray. ` W. W. Morris. 


HoRNELLSVILLE, N. Y., July 4, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror : Please find inclosed post-office order for one 

. year’s renewal of my subscription to Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
There has not been much excitement here over Liberalism 
- since C. B. Reynolds left. Our financial success through the 
lectures this spring was not very encouraging, yet we hav 
the gratification of occasionally meeting with its effects in 


` ~ tlie form of severely '* offended " Bible-worshipers, who hav 


had the misfortune to find their indifferent friends supplied 
with Infidel handbills to make more difficult their con- 
version. l 
It is not the predominance of radical Christians that makes 
‘the town so indifferent to the Freethought cause, but pure 
‘ignorance, established and maintained by inherited medioc- 
rity. Out of a city of twelve thousand population—and I 
believe that every house inside the corporation limits was sup- 
‘plied with a handbill—it was difficult to secure an attendance 
of fifty at each lecture, and nearly all those were connected 
with the Liberal League. We were blessed with the pres- 
‘ence of several curiosity-struck deacons, who sneaked their 
presence several times into the hallway to listen undiscov- 
ered by the ticket window, and noiselessly steal a peep 
through the keyhole at the ‘‘ children of the devil,” and 
"when discovered and invited in would reluctantly seat them- 
- gelvs, after having availed themselvs of the benefit of our 
liberality by begging a free admission from our usual"charge 
of ten cents. 
Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds made some brilliant addresses 
here, and hav won the friendship and good wishes of the 
> Liberals of the town, apd we hope that the effects of the 
lectures hav been more kcenly felt by the church than they 
arc willing to admit. Cras. CoUDERMAN. 


Merri, Mion., July 7, 1886. 

Mr. Evrrox: In reading the II. C. Gill comedy pro and 
con, I am induced to add my mite to the subject. I suppose 
that I hav walked over the ground many times, years ago, 
on which Mr. Gill'treads when he goes from his shop to his 
meals, etc. 

The time was when I knew many of the solid Christians of 
Madison, O., and I can well recollect some of the fiendish ac- 
cusations brought against my wife and myself at the time of 
which I am speaking. We were trying as best we could to 
teach people to be Liberal, and to do their own thinking. 

Mrs. Hunt was what is called a trance speaker. We held 
public meetings in Madison and vicinity, and for this nearly 
gratuitous work we were made to feel the full force of that. 
beautiful passage in the Bible which says, in effect, “If any 

^ come among you and preach not this gospel, let them be ac- 
cursed.” We did not preach the gospel of blood atonement, 
and consequently the Christians of Madison went for us as 

. the devil went for the hogs, and if they did not say every 
mean thing about us that could be said, it was because they 
could not think of anything more to say. i 

Some of those ** good souls" said that Mrs. Hunt ought to 
be served as the witches were—that is, murdered. And they 
attacked her moral character, and seemed dctermined to cre- 

~ ate the belief in the community that she did not possess one 
good trait—not a single redeeming quality. 

_ And these very Christians, or their descendants, are they 
whom Mr. Gill is so exercised over for fear their holy eyes 


| 


may be injured by looking at the pictures in The TRUTA 
SEEKER. : 

I think Mr. Gill is & well-disposed man, but his moral 
spine is rather too weak. He is not fitted to be the cham- 
pion of an unpopular cause. 

.Having passed through the fires of persecution myself, 1 
am prepared to say that a brave honesty of purpose is far 
better than & cowardly disposition. I prcsume friend Gill 
believes in rendering good for evil, and so do I, but my way 
is to put the good just as strong as possible. Milk for babes, 
but meat for the old ones, is my rule. À 

I admire the pictures." Yours straight, N. Hunt. 


MirwAUKEE, Wis.. July 8, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: I wish to report from this city on the prog- 
ress of Freethought. We closed our League meetings, the’ 
last Sunday in June, to be opened again next fall, after hav- 
ing run very successfully for two years and a half without 
any vacation. While we did not hav large meetings, nearly 
all who came werè thinkers, and some of them the most 
prominent Liberals of our city. The League furnished a 
place where all had a respectful hearing upon all subjects; 
free speech being carried out to the letter. The labor move- 
ment is now the absorbing topic in this eity. The working 
classes are having a powerful effort made upon tlem to 
crush out all organizations of labor by persecutions and mis- 
representations by the courts and press. People outside of 
Milwaukee and hundreds inside of the city think that we had 
a terrible ‘‘ riot ” here the 5th of last May from reading the 
papers, when the facts are that there was not any disturb- 
ance at all except what the police and soldiery made. . The 
Republican press want to make a political ** boom" out of 
it, and mean to reélect Governor Rush because he had a few 
unarmed and innocent men shot down. But it begins to 
react upon him in à way that does not promis an election for 
him. The churches here all side with the money power, and 
will do all they can to keep the working classes down, as 
they always hav done in the past. , I consider that there has 
never been a time in this country's history so fraught with 
danger to. the rights of thé people as now. And just in 
proportion as the working classes organize and become ag- 
gressiv to the money power, will these persecutions and 
efforts to crush out labor organizations increase. But the 
only way is for the working class to organize, aud then stand 
by their principles firmly at the ballot-box. 

A. B. SEVERANOE. 


g ViNELAND, N. J., July 12, 1886. 

Mn. Epiror: The destitution now suffered by wage-labor- 
ers is a generally conceded real distress, wrongly induced, 
the cause of which should be removed. The oppression felt 
by vast numbers who hav a competence, but find no satis- 
factory exercise for their best powers or desires to alleviate 
misery and make themselvs and humanity happy, is a known 
abnormal state subversiv of rights. Both conditions are 
legitimate products of the false system of culture that dere- 
crates human ability and arrests progress. Teachings that 
train minds to trust in atoning saviors, and in worship of 
omnipotent, triune idols; that ignore reason and the justice- 
sense as moral guides, must stultify expanding intelligence, 
dim nativ foresight, and blind historic sight that should read 
the past and draw inferences. Christian faith crushes true 
faith in personal strength and knowledge, palsies aspiration 
for noble endeavor, and establishes corrupt characters and 
customs, which, being defended by persistent ostracism and 
various arts, are claimed as the only respectable line of ad- 
herence and habits. Thus made popular, they ensnare, 
cowardize, and hold to the use of the desecrating power ail 
who conform to the customs, however their minds may be 
unconvinced. Fear of the Grundy and boycott racks has 
been tyranny’s courage-crusher ever since my young eyes 
opened to the light of thought. 

Perception of that debasing fear aided my love of truth 
and human weal in studying cause and effect in religions 
and social lines. Seeing imminent danger to the republic in 
the strife and greed of partisan candidates strengthened my 
solicitude for a worthy people and true democracy. That 
fear and danger became objectiv actors on subjectiv convic- 
tions, producing my two early-born themes, individual integ- 
rity, and bravery to sustain it; national justice, and integrity 
to administer it. These begot their score of auxiliaries 
(termed hobbies), and people see just one of them. They all 
abhor tyranny and the frauds that prop it; all see a large 
line of relief from slavery in honest change of injurious cus- 
toms. Most heads that are not in the dupe’s noose see the 
causes of misery, but few devise a process of escape by refor- 
mation, though revolutions, as yet, hav been, and are likely 
to be, sanguinary. Those with a competence and free minds 
might profitably scan the population. Master Powderly, of 
the Knights of Labor, says ninety-nine hundredths of the 
Knights are Christians, and doubtless does not see that sys- 
tem a fundamental factor in their hardships. Honest bigots 
may not note the craft that will aim to lay the blame and 
penalty of riots on unbelievers. Knights of Labor should 
be shown, if possible, that the policy of that system controls 
the issue of their good right arms, and makes their left pow- 
erless to obtain redress. 

Religious duping, treasury-enriching by tithes from pov- 
erty, are cruel desecrations. Minds controled by creeds are 
easy prey to crafty misers with pious callings, and to some 
other schemers. : 

Can it be the Knights of Labor Unions will read the mock- 
ery Talmage offers as consolation to their trials, and not note 
the cold emptiness resorted to for reconciling them to their lot? 
In his discourse, I think the first one, he begins with a recog- 
nition of the seriousness of their sufferings, speaks of pri- 
vations, cites cases, and woman’s connected sorrows, with 
seeming sympathy; then, without allusion to any means 
of relief, commends patience, duty in acceptance of labor, 


ag the great earthly blessing; exalts the privilege of employ- 
ment, being the power that takes men from idleness, tempta- 
tion, and sin generally. 
cry, with which they hav ever pelted down uprising heads. 
Organized laborers and myriads more of church-members, 
with * the means of grace” dinned into their passiv ears 
and psychologized brains every Sunday and half of the cven- 
ings in the week, it is feared, will see no farther than to help 
doom themselvs to deeper darkness by choosing their civil 
laws from the priests’ book, instead of our fathers Consti- 


It is the pulpits and thrones’ old 


tution. With unrelaxed zeal to effect such change, and no 
strong, orderly force to thwart it; with military forces 
mainly biased, like the G. A. R., swearing allegiance to and 
on the old war-book, it looks misty round. the desecrated 
capitol, and from its cloud-wrapped dome seems to issue a 
hoarse whisper crying: ‘‘Lovers of liberty, men and 
women, few or many, weak or strong, awake and work 
unitedly for the freedom without which life is death!” 
M. E. TILLOTSON. 


CaiisrOGA, Car., June 28, 286. 

Mn. Eprron: I am just recovering from a severc attack of 
pleuro-pneumonia. Our family has had but little sickness 
for over twenty years, never having need of a doctor during 
that time. We did not call in one this time, either, though 
my family was a little doubtful for a while as to which way 
the tide of life would turn. With some knowledge of phys- 
iology. anatomy, and general laws of health, we hav been 
able to avoid much sickness, suffering, and expense. But 
on this occasion I was attacked, cornered, and overwhelme:t 
so completely that my best resolve to throw it off was inef- 
fectual. i 

You will pardon this reference to myself when yon learn it 
is but introductory to a few incidents that follow. <A sister 
some twenty-five years ago presented me with a Testament, 
very fine print, and her sisterly advice. Later on in life, she 
observed in me a leaning from the church, and in the good- 
ness of her heart counscled me to beware, etc. Said she. 
‘The ideas you hav will do to liv by, but not to die by.» 
Of course I understood the full significance of her remarks 
and the weakness of her logic. I replied, ‘ Anything that is 
good enough to liv by is good enough to die by." Thus her 
reasaning failed to move me, and, the print of the Testament. 
being so small, I failed to read much of it. However, [ha ! 
gone through quite a religious experience, and had books of 
coarser print to test my doubts aud lack of knowledge, ant 
as fate would hav it, I was where I was. Well, through it 
al I remembered her warning, and this, my first severe 
illness, might prove a practical test of it. While still con- 
scions, I instructed my family as to my wishes in case of 
serious illness or a fatal endiug of it, and lay down to the 
test. I will not say it was a fair one; certainly it was not 
final. I simply state the facts, and leave others to draw their 
own conclusions. 

I had no fear of death or itssupposed consequence. I had 
no hope in Jesus, and did not want any. Sheol had no ter., 
rors for me, and I thought that if I ever met a being with 
the personale of Satan, my experience would be somewhat 
like that of fabled Eve of old, that is, the word of God would 


prove more than half a lie. 

One of my neighbors, young and well-to-do, came to see 
me. and in course of conversation I sent home several 
pointed thoughts. He did not try much to sustain his wan- 
ing faith in hell or heaven, but frankly admitted that he had 
known a number of men of my way of thinking, and they 
were all honest, upright citizens. I replied, ** Can you say 
as much for your own side?" He said, ** You must remem- 
ber we are many. while yon are few." "True to a great 
extent, but you should remember that you hav had your 
Christ and Bible eighteen hundred years, as you claim. Then 
where is the virtue of your faith? "Those most imbued with 
it, who liv by it and trade in it. and those who believe it, arc 
no better men and women, and hav no better children, than 
those more remote.” At this and several other times he ex- 
pressed a fear that I would injure myself by too much talk- 
ing. I giv him credit for heing sincere. Still, I would hav 
suffered a little reaction to know that I had planted an idea 
in good soil that would in time produce good fruit. I did, 
in fact, suffer a little from it, even though my effort proves 
abortiv. He is a Presbyterian. 

Religion of the older type, and indeed of the more modern, 
is rather dull on the market here. It has been & sort of bull 
and bear game for all it was worth, and has settled down tn 
almost a dead level. It finds but few takers, and those are 
not blessed with too much mental capital. I hav seen hut 
one of the many young men within my circle of acquaint- 
ances—which extends up and down the entire valley, though 
not including all of the inhahitants—who has taken to the 
ministry. He is the son of the Calistoga Presbyterian minis- 
ter, a very good young man and of fair ability. By the way, 
this resident minister has moved to another field more pro- 
portionate to his ability—presumably larger, of course. He 
reorganized the church in Calistoga, and had the largest sup- 
port ever given to any minister here. Still, either he or the 
Lord was not satisfied, and he has gone. 

Ten miles below us, in the heart of the vine industry of 
this valley, is situated the town of St. Helena, a pretty place, 
a healthy place, and a wealthy place. But there, too, the 
religious article is at low ebb. While several churches keep 
up their show for Jesus, one, the Methodist, fails to sustain 
its minister. So say the local papers—‘‘ Brother Stevens has 
gonc to shoving the plane fora living.” I hope he is thank- 
ful that he has a useful means of support left. The 4th of 
July is to be celebrated on the 5th. I am perhaps as loyal as 
any of my acquaintances, still I hav not taken part in such 
affairs, except once, for several ycars. I hav a solid con- 
tempt for any system that forbids a patriot, who has spent 
several of the best years of his life in defense of his country, 
to celebrate the anniversary of our country’s birth on the day 
it occurred. I addressed a letter to the orator of the day 
touching upon the point and inclosing Mr. Wakeman’s ad- 
dress on Thomas Paine, suggesting that he incorporate a few 
ideas in his forthcoming Fifth of July spcech. It was a 
little cheeky, but he took it good-naturedly, and replied that 
he would read it carefully, and try to work some of it in. 

I am acquainted with R. F. Grigsby, the person who 
wrote you from Napa, in your issue of June 12th. He means 
what he says, and is a solid citizen. J C. WEYBRIGAT. 
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© Children’s Qarner. > 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
ziver, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower,. 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour.” 


The Crow and the Kingbirds. 


An old crow sat on an apple-tree 

Where rested a bird’s nest cosily ; 

And four little eggs were in the nest, 

By a mother’s love warmed and caressed. 
Tired, the mother bird hied away 

For a drink in the heat of the day; 

Down hopped the crow. “Now, for a lunch 
And in this egg I'll make a punch !” 

So saying, he quickly dispatched 

The four little eggs meant to be hatched. 
Now, it so turned out and chanced to be 
That two kingbirds this act did see. 
“Well fix him! We'll fix him !" said they; 
* For stealing eggs he dearly shall pay.” 
At him they flew with sharpened. bill, 

And pecked his face and eyes until 

The blood flowed free and the crow fell down 
In a meadow just outside the town ; 

And the kingbirds then pecked from his head 
‘The feathers till twas raw and red; 

They pulled the feathers from his back 
Until his wings and bones did crack; 
- And the poor old crow you would not know 
As to the forest, weak and slow, 

He winged his way, pursued by those 

Two unrelenting, savage foes. 

A blind and bloody crow was he, 

And racked with pain and agony, 

When he reached at last the wooded shade 
Beyond the meadow and the glade; 

And there resolved he never would 

Steal eggs again for fun or food. 

And all the robins and the wrens, 

'The blue birds—yes, and even hens— 

‘Che sparrows and the swallows, too, 

Sang and twittered as if they knew 

The kingbirds did a graceful thing, 

And each deserved the name of king. 
They all agreed ’twas better, too, 

To be an honest bird, and true, 

That ’twas never well to be a thief, 

And, like the crow, to come to grief. 


8. H. W. 
o 


An Evil-Minded Boy. 
Cnarrzn I. 

“PI make him suffer for it,". were the 
words that came from Henry Eliot's lips, as 
he sat all alone on some logs back of his 
fathers house. ‘‘It’s all his fault—I know 
it is!” : l 

Just at, that moment he heard a loud 
whistle, when he stood up on the logs and 
looked over the back fence, and saw the boy 
he was just thinking about, and it was the 
one he hated, Harry Parker. Harry was 
calling his dogs, as all the boys of the village 
were going over the river in their little canoe 
to a place called Rockford Glen, to hunt. 
They all had their rifles and small baskets 
with lunch, as they intended staying all day. 
The dogs were now up with them, and they 
started down the river path to the little house 
they had built themselvs to hav fun and 
keep their canoe in. Henry watched them 
till they were out of sight, and wished he 
could hav gone with them, for it was such a 
delightful morning; but he knew the boys all 
'disliked him, and he imagined that Harry 
Parker was the cause of it. He sat down on 
the logs again, till he got very lonesome and 
angry. He then went up to the house, and 
his mother, seeing how lonesome he looked, 
said, “ Why didn’t you go over to the glen 
with the boys this morning?" Henry, not 
liking to say he thought the boys disliked 
him, said he didn't know they had gone. 

Well, after dinner, Henry, being bound to 
make Harry Parker suffer, went to his room 
tothink of some plan. He locked the door, as 
he did not wish to be disturbed. He then 
sat down, and if you had been there then 
you would hav thought he was breaking his 
brain working at an arithmetic example, or 
something of the sort. He thought of differ- 
ent things, and at last came to the conclusion 
ihat the only and best way was to take re- 
venge on all of them, which he was going to 
do in the following way. If he could get 
Dick Fry, the only colored boy in the village, 
to help him—for he thought two could work 
it better than one—he would break into the 
boys' house along the river path, and steal 
the things out of it. 

“JT think it's the only thing I can do that I 
won't be caught at," he said. ‘If I can get 
Dick we will do it right after the boys get 
home." 

He did not waste a moment, but got his hat 
and ran down to Dick's house. He whistled 
when he got there, and Dick came out. 


Iwant to tell you something," and Henry told | 


him the whole circumstance, and added that 
they would stand on the logs till the boys 
came past the fence, and then they (Henry 
and Dick) would jump over the fence and go 
right up to the boys’ little house. 

** Is dar anyfing in dis dar for me?" asked 
the darkey. , 

“Yes, certainly; we each get half," re- 
plied the mean-hearted boy. If he had not 
stolen and been dishonest, the boys would 
not hav disliked him. 

“All right, Hen; PI go right away wid 
you." And the two went and waited on the 
logs. 


Cuarter Il. 

We must now go back to the boys on the 
island. Well, they arrived there, and till 
twelve o'elock they got nothing but & wild 
duck and squirrel, both shot by Joe Garrick. 
The boys, now being hungry, ate their lunch 
and went farther up the island, and were very 
successful; they got some wild duck, wild 
rabbits, squirrels, and other wild game. It 
now being near five o'clock, the boys started 
for home and reached there about an hour 
later, all looking very happy. When they 
passed the fence, Henry became very angry 
when he saw the good luck they had. So 
when the happy hunters passed, Henry and 
Dick quickly jumped over the fence. “We 
must bav a hatchet to knock the door open,” 
said Henry, and he went back and got a 
hatchet. 

‘They then started on, but they did not use 
the hatchet, as Dick had a key that just fitted 
the lock. They were both surprised to see 
how nice the house was fixed. It was painted 
green outside, and inside there was a carpet 
on the floor, some pictures on the walls, 
chairs, a little table, and a cupboard. 

“We will make things look nice, won't 
we, Dick ?” 

‘“Yessah. I wonder what’s in this cup- 
board?” and they opened the door. There 
were different things in it, and on top there 
was a sheet of paper which Henry read, and 
learned that Joe Garrick was president and 
Harry Parker treasurer. Then Henry turned 
to Dick and said ** You see that if H. Parker 
keeps the money here, for he is treasurer, 
and we find it, it will be blamed on him.” 

“ Yessah,” said the colored boy. ‘‘And he 
is just the one I hav most spite against. 
Now, Dick, where do you think he would 
keep it ?? . 

* Whàt's in dis drawa?” And Dick pulled 
the drawer out, and, sure enough, there was 
$5 in it. : 

“You're a daisy, Dick,” remarked Henry. 
“Now, divide it up, quickly, and we will 
lock the house and go back, for it’s getting 
very dark out, and it’s after seven o’clock by 
their clock here. We are all through now, 
Dick; come on. Dick," he continued, ‘‘ you 
must be very careful not to let anybody know 
anything about this.” 

They had a long chat on the road, and by 
this time they were home: 


CHAPTER III. 

It was two days later when all the boys 
went up to the house. They asked Harry for 
some money out of the treasury to get some 
things to fix their canoe with. As nobody 
had dared to touch the money but him, he 
opened the drawer, and saw at once the 
money was missing. 

“Oh, boys!” said he, “the money is gone." 

** Gone ?” shouted the boys. ‘‘ Yes, gone,” 
he said. 

There was great confusion at that moment. 
They said nobody took it but him, because 
he was the only one who had a key to the 
house. He said he was innocent, but they 
would not hear it. At last, however, they 
came to the conclusion to study over it, as 
they always knew him to be honest before. 
Time passed on, the boys finding out nothing, 
till one day one of the boys saw Dick and 
Henry talking together, and it struck him 
that perhaps these boys would know some- 
thing about the money. He didn’t want to 
go and talk to Henry, so he waited till he saw 
Dick on his way home; he then stopped him 
and asked him about it. The darkey told 
the whole story. This boy told all the other 
boys, and they all gave Harry Parker a cheer 
for being found honest at last. After a little 
while the whole village knew about Henry. 
He was about to be arrested, but the boys 
said there was enough shame for him. No 
one wanted to.talk to him or hav anything 
to do with him. He became so lonely and 
sad that he ran away, and no more since has 
been heard of him. 


Harrisburg, Pa. Herman S. Tausia. 


“Wad you want?” Dick said. *'Look here. | Winning D. B. Cozine’s second prize of $2. 


Our Puzzle Box. 


1.—ENIGMA. 
My first is in rat, but not in cat; 
My second in even, but not in flat ; 
My third in eat, but not in drink; 
My fourth in study, but not in think; 
My fifth in liv, but not in dead; 
My sixth in ink, but not in lead; 
My seventh in finger, but not in head. 
My whole is a city in the Middle States. 
Herman S. Tausia. 


- What a wise man once said. 


3.—PUZZLE. 


Objects seen in this picture: Parts of a 
watch; a nimble beast; weapons of defense; 
twenty pounds; what a tired dog does; a 
ship’s book; belongs to the body; pleasant 
in summer; what a doctor often does; a kind 
of pork; a bent stovepipe; what cows do; 
anger. 

ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OBILDREN’S CORNER, 
JULY 10. 1886. 

1.-288. Because it is too (two) gross. Ich- 
abod (Samueli-iv). Some say it was Joshua, 
the Bon of Nun. 2.-Tomato, called also love- 
apple. 

oLVERS.— Kitty Henderson, H. J. Messin- 
ger. 


Correspondence. 


Lis2oN, IA., July 10, 1886. 

Dear Miss Wixon: My pa takes Tue 
TRUTH SEEKER. I read the Children's Cor- 
ner. l am eight years old. I had a little 
sister, but she died. I hav a pet bird; I call it 
Ned. I hav five brothers and one sister. We 
hav two of your books called ‘‘ Story Hour” 
and ‘‘ Apples of Gold." I help make out the 
puzzles. I guess I must close for this time. 

Yours truly, Mages SAILOR. 
CLEVELAND, O., June 11, 1886. 

Dear Miss Wixows: Having read Tue 
TRUTH SEEKER for some time, I enjoy the 
Children's Corner much. Not seeing any 
letters from Cleveland, I thought I would 
write one, because I think you are a a true 
friend to all children and seekers after truth. 
My mother and father think a great deal of 
Taz Taurg SEEKER. Mother calls it her 
Bible. I hope soon to be able to get the 
“Story Hour" and ‘‘Apples of Gold." Iam 
thirteen years old. When I get through 
school I hope to be able to write something 
for the Children’s Corner. I trust you will 
think this worth putting in the Children’s 
Corner. MiLLi0ENT Scorr. 

CALISTOGA, CAL., June 30, 1886. 

Drar Miss Wixos: The sunny hours hav 
multiplied until the days are very long, and 
sometimes very warm. The mercury seldom 
climbs to one bundred—still, the eighties are 
quite warm, unless we get an ocean breeze. 

At San Francisco and some other places on 
the immediate coast the summer winds are 
often quite cool. People. wear wraps and 
overcoats, like Eastern people, in winter. 
Of course, the mercury does not fall so low, 
but I suppose it is the cool winds, laden with 
moisture, that penetrate and chill. But, as 
these ocean breezes push inland, they follow 
up the bays and rivers, and.thence out into 
the broad and narrow valleys. While they 
part with some of their moisture, the warm 
hillsides and plains temper them rapidly. 
By the time they hav gone forty or fifty miles 
inland they hav lost their chill, and are cool 
and delightfully refreshing. Sometimes they 
come up like your pleasant Eastern zephyrs; 
at others with greater force, breaking on the 
groves, hills, and ridges, into gusts, puffs, 
and whirls. We seldom hav heavy winds or 
driving storms among the hills and smaller 
valleys. 

But, oh, how dusty our roads do get in 
summer! We seldom hav rain after the 
20th of May until about the 20th of October. 
Sometimes a nice shower falls later in spring, 
and comes earlier in fall. These are like 
what some people call angel’s visits, few and 
far between. 

The sunny hours, though long and warm, 
perfect the golden grain. They throw a 
golden flush on sunbrowned cheeks, and 


‘paint with crimson streaks many a luscious 


‘| sweetness. 


and warm the purple clusters into refreshing 
They envelop the stony hilltops, 
and peep into the shady glens, and in their 
pathway springs up.many a scarlet flower— 
flames of beauty and a source of joy for- 
ever. The red, the white, and blue, and star- 
shaped flowers of every hue, all sown by 
nature’s bounteous hand, they cheer our 
rough and sunny land. s 
'OAUSE IT WON'T WORK. 

Appropriate answers are often given by lit- 
tle children when talking among themselvsor . 
answering older persons. I often find my- 
self smiling at some quick reply or thought- 
fultone. A hearty laugh sometimes breaks 
the monotony of the hour, and starts ou 
thoughts on some pleasanter theme. : 

I will relate an incident, or apt reply, from 
a little three-year old girl, that occurred only ` 
a few days ago. It came so unexpectedly . 
and so quick that those who heard it enjoyed 
a merry laugh. I passed the busy little 
maiden where she was cutting paper with 
the scissors in her left hand, and said, ‘Maud, 
why don't you work with the other hand?” 
“Cause it won't work,” was her quick 
reply. J. C. WEYBRIGHT. 
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concise and interesting historical text-book.— 
Milwaukee Sentinel. £ 

Price, Cloth, $1.50. 
For Schools, in Quantities, $1.00. , 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 
vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions, 
with numerous references and citations, that 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
of other propositions in the same book. Price 

cents. i 


TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY. 


“he World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers. The Biographies of 
throe hundred of the most distinguished, 
teachers and philosophers (who were not 
Christians), from the time of Menu to the 

resent. By D. M. BENNxTT. 1,075 pages, 
vo. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4,00; moroo- 
co, gilt edges, $4.50.. ; 


The Champions of the Church; Their. 


Crimes and Persecutions. Bio- 
graphical sketches of prominent Chris- 
tians. A companion book to ‘ The World's 
Sages,” ete. By D. M. BzwwzTT. 8vo., 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. f 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 


and Modern Times. Vol. I. givs 
a full account of all the gods the nations 


of the earth hav worshiped, including .- 


Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, Jesus 
Christ, Virgin Mary, and tho Bible. 835 
pages, 8vo. Vol. II. describes fully all 
the religious systems of the world, includ- 
ingJudaism, Mohammedanism, and Chris- 
tianity; the latter occupying 372 pages, 
going fully into its merits. 949 pages. 
By D. M. Bennett. Written in prison at 
Albany. In cloth, $3.00 per volume, or 
$5.00 for the two volumes; in leather, 
$7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, $8.00. 


Supernatural Religion. An inquiry 
into the reality of divine revelation. De- 
cidedly the most thorough and exhaustiv 
work on the claims of supernaturalism 
ever written, . By F. W. Newman, Emeritus 
Professor of the London University. 1,115 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4.00; leather, $5.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examina- 
tion of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of 
Llandaff, Letters to Mr. Erskine, Essay 
on Dreams. Letter to Camille Jordan, 
The Religion of Deism, Commoa Sense, 
The Crisis, and The Rights of Man; the 
wholer - 'eded by the Life of Paine, and 
a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; morocco; 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


Analysis of Religious Belief. An 
examination of the Creeds, Rites, and 
Sacred Writings of the world. By Vis. 
count AMBERLEY, son of the late Lord 
"ohn Russell, twice Premier of England. 
Vomplete from the London edition. 745 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
snorocco, gilt edges, $4.50. d 


The foregoing volumes are called ‘The 
Truth Seeker Library.” Tf all are ordered to- 
gether and sent by express, one dollar will ba 


fruit. They hang over the dark-green vines, | deducted from the price of each. 


: Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


OALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
: OANADA. ; 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto. 


: , James Foster, Welland, Ont. 


T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
i ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
- KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 
MAINE, 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
Mills). 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
MICHIGAN. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
S. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. . 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
` MISSOURI. 
Dr. Wolff, 620 North 5th street, St. Louis. 
Joseph L. Andrew, Liberal. 
MONTANA. 
O. B. Whitford, Butte City. 
NEBRASKA. 
Thos, Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
; NEW YORK. 
. Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
. Ohas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 
OHIO. 
N. Hexter, 808 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON. 
Wm. Chance, Astoria. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLYANIA. 
Dr. J. H. Rhodes, 315 North 10th st.,. Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
H. Clay Luse, Waynesburg. 
W. F. Schade, 8,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
TENNESSEE. 
Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 
TEXAS. 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 
UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
D. F. Keeler, Park City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 
l " VIRGINIA. 
Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker, Snowville. 
D : ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. : 


Mottoes for Freethinkers 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards, which we offer for sale. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the “ God-bless-our- 
home”. placards which disfigure the walls of so 

. many houses. They are printed on heavy card- 
board,9 inches by 221-2. The motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gram of U. M. L. The following are the various 
iendings: 


THE LIVING HAV A RIGHT TO CONTROL * 
THE WORLD. 


SUPERSTITION IS THE CHILD OF SLAVERY. 


: REASON IS THE LAMP OF THE MIND, 
THE ONLY TORCH OF PROGRESS. 


THE SCHOOL-HOUSE IS 


MY CATHEDRAL. 


THE TIME TO BE HAPPY IS NOW. : 
AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY IS HERE. H 


NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE . 
TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. : 


: THE WORLD I8 MY COUNTRY; : 
: TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION. : 


The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents. 

For Freethought societies there is a large card 
22 x 15inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading, containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
tbe lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Price, 30 
cents. Any of these will be sent postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
38 Clinton Pl., New York City. 


LITHOGRAPHS 


CHARLES DARWIN 


Admirers of the Great Naturalist, and practically 
the father of Evolution, will be glad to know that 
we hav a fine lithograph of him for sale—size 
1844x24 inches on heavy plate paper. Framed, the 
picture will make a splendid ornament for the 
parlors of Freethinkers. Price, 25 cents. 

ddress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Pl., New York. 
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S. P. Putnam's Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. - 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 

can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 

A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 

and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 

last with the living spirit of to-day.”—John 
Swinton's Paper. 


Golden Throne, a Romance. “The 


author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is within him. Thebookisfilled with 
manly thoughts, expressed in manly words— 
the transoriptof a manly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ "INGERSOLL. $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 


in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel andthe Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
Shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 


Prometheus. A poem. *Itiscrammed 


with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”—Dr. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 


other Agnostio Poems. Price, 10 cts. 
For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


88 Clinton Place, New York. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


The History of Freethought. Bound 
in cloth and lettered. Price, $1.25. CONTENTS : 
Section I. Definition, of Freethought and its 

arly Struggles for Life. ‘Section ll. What it 
Owes to Mohammedanism. Section OHI. Free- 
thought Martyrs and Confessors. Section IV. 

Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 

Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Sec- 

tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 

teenth Century. 


The American Secular Union; its 
Necessity, and the Justice of its Nine Demands. 
(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll.) 
82 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 

Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Christian Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradiaugh. | Con- 
tents: The Origin of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are polished at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS EACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible; Freethought an 
Modern Progress; Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
arism; Science and Bible, Antagonistic ; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. For all of 

` the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


KERSEY GRAVES'S WORKS. 


Sixteen Saviors or None. By Ker- 
SEY Graves, auther of the World's Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors; The Bible of Bibles, and 
Biography of Satan. Paper, 75 cents; cloth, $1. 

Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thousand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
delineation of the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of their doctrins. Price, $2. 

Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 85 cents. 


The World's Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 
origin of all the doctrines, principles, precepts, 
and miracles of the Christian New Testament, 
and furnishing a key for, unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 
history of sixteen oriental! crucified gods. $2. 

dress THE | TH R. 
33 Olinton Place. New York. 


REPLY 
TO REV. L. A. LAMBERT'S 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.” 


By B. W. Lacy. 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priest 
sophistry, unfairness, and histor- 
ical misstatement. 
Pricu, Cloth, 31; Paper, 50 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Nabhath-Breaking 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG, - 
Author of “False Claims,” “Bible 
Morals,” Ete. 


The best and most thorough work ever written 


on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 


view. 


Large and Handsome Print. 
pan 25 cents. 


SINGLE COPIES, Loc sito 


Sıx Copizs, X z à 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER,  . 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


AP? 


PRICE, TWENTY-FIVE CENTS. 
—THE— 


TRUTH SEEKER 
ANNUAL 


AND . 
Lrerthinkers’ Almanar. 
1 886 (am. 286). 


WITH THIRTY PORTRAITS OF DISTINGUISHED 
EUROPEAN FREETHINKERS, BOIENTISTS, AND 
PHILOSOPHERS, AND MANY OTHER 
ILLUSTRATIONS. 


CONTENTS: 


Calendar for 1886; Freethought in ‘the United 
States, 1885; How. the Church Filehes from the 
State; Public Contributions to the Church; The 
Religion of Crime: Chaplains in our Army and 
Navy; The Higher Life, by Courtlandt Palmer; 
My Dream, by Samuel P. Putnam; The American 
Secular Union; Statistics of Our Foreign-Born 
Population: The Curate of Churnside. Selected 
story.) By Jas. Payne; How Voltaire Died, by the 
Editor: ‘The Iron Virgin; Religious Divisions of 
the World; Paine Memorial Hail (Illustrated); 
The Story of 1885; Immigration to the U. S. 
1820-1884; Freethought in Australia; Freethought 
on the Continent ; Subjects of Illustration; Free- 
thought Journals; Religious Denominations; 
Area and Value of Farms; Population of Large 
Cities; Liberal Lecturers. 


ILLUSTRATIONS : 


Lick Observatory, Girard College, Philadelphia, 
Freethought Hall, Waco, Texas (interior view); 
Freethought Hall, Waco, Texas (exterior view); 
The Tent, Iron Virgin, Paine Hall, Moncure D. 
Conway; Saladin, Annie Besant, Mary Wollstone- 
craft, G. W. Foote, Austin Holyoake, J. S. Mill. 
George Eliot, Geo. Standring, Ernst Haeckel, 
Auguste Comte, Edward Gibbon, Max Muller, 
Thos. Huxley, Voltaire, Chas. Darwin, Rousseau, 
Humboldt, Byron, Shelley, David Hume, Goethe, 
Robert Burns, Richard Carlile, Herbert Spencer, 
Castelar, Bradlaugh, Chas. A. Watts, J. A. Froude, 
John Tyndall. 


NEW YORK: 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY,. 
33 CLINTON PLACE. 


LIBERTY;AND MORALITY. 
BY W. 8. BELL. 


“Tam very much pleased with it, and I wish the 
Seventy thousand ministers of this country were 
obliged to purchase the pamphlet and read every 
word of it.” 


Price 15 cents. 
tf29 


For sale at this office. 


THE AMERICAN NONCONFORMIST. 


The most independent journal on earth. Issued 
every week at Tabor,Iowa. James Vincent, Sr., 
editor; H. and L. Vincent, publishers. Assisted 
by a large corps of able writers. Lhe American 
Nonconyormist is the mouthpiece for no party, 
sect, or denomination, but speaks out in notes 
clear and distinct upon the vital issues, and aims 
to not only plead the cause of the oppressed, but 
to stimulate the “under dog” to take his own 
part, and never be a slave. Subscription rates : 
One year, $1.50; six months, 75 cents; four months, 
50 cents. Send for specimen copy. Address 
H. AND L. VINCENT, Tabor, Iowa. 


Books on Praccical Steps in Fresent Neéds. 


History of Woman’s Costume Movement; its 
first 35 years, Events and .Persecutions, Supple- 
mented by Modern Martyrdom. 132pp., fine paper, 

3 Progresa vs. Fashion. 32pp., paper, 106 

oman’s Way Out. 32pp., paper, 10c,_ Love an 
Transition. Poctic, in two parts; an Epic and an 
Argument. 191pp., in fine cloth and gilt, 76c. 

Sent on receipt of price, by the anthor, 

tojni M. E. TILLOTSON, Vineland, N. J. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, itis now known to be the work of W. 
H. Burr, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at this office. 


—— 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 
SUBJECTS : 

PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
some. 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in English or German 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. 

SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B. Foote. Five volumes; at $1 each, or $5 
per sct; or five volumes in one for $2, 

SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG, 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth 
volume of “Science in Story.") 50 cents. 

.KAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages. 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (Dine Pam 
phlets)._ By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, &dvocating personal and publie hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; “Health in the Sun- 
beam,” considering the blue-glass curc—of value 
to sick and well. By mail, 10 cents each. 

HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets}. “The Law 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 Pages cloth 
bound, $2; “Heredity,” by Loring M oody, 159 

ages, cloth, 75 cents; “The Law of Heredity,” by 
E H. Marsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 
Human Temperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; ‘Generation before Regen- 
eration,” by Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; “ Re- 
ports of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
1882,” 10 centa ; Third i Annual oe tion of the 
Insti of Heredity, May 29, 1 cents. 

stitute of Hora dress THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


HISTORY 
` OFTHE ; 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
: ^ Of Europe. 
By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D' 
Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


tf 38 Clinton Pl., New York city. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


"he Greatest of all Anti-Bibli- 
eal Works. 
By THOMAS PAINE, 


“The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, PI a Six copies for 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of asepa- 
ration.” : 

Price, 35 cents. 


For either of these works, or any of Paine’s 
writings, Address THE 'TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


THE RISE OF 


[INTELLECTOAL LIBERTY 


From Thales to Copernicus. 


By FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND, Author of “The 
Reign of the Stoics.” 


‘This is & book not only to be read once, but te 
be kept and referred to, and pondered over trom 
year to year. It is a guide-book of Liberalism 
through the past centuries prior to 1600, the era of 
Copernicus and Bruno, It does not take the place 
of other histories like Gibbon, Hallam, or Lecky. 
but it makes them intelligible by pointing out the 
white light that has been cast upon the lurid 
clouds of ignorance, superstition, and cruelty, 
from the little stream of Freethought that has 
flowed in its ragged, broken, and obstructed course 
down through the ages which now liv only as our 
realm of Memory and Admonition.” 


Octavo, 458 pp. PRICE, $3.50. 
Address THE TRUHT SEEKER. 


THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION, 


From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
SEVENTH EDITION. 

A most powerfully written book,—Piila, Record. 

This Book is not a Book! It is a Deed! and 
those who oppose it will prove that they fear it.— 
Vienna News. rice, 50 cents. : 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER ÇO., 
33 Clinton Pl., New York. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


on, 


MEN or Bustness Woo Dip SowgTRING Brsiprs 
Maxine Monty. 


A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 
BY JAMES PARTON, 


This book contains 400 pages, pins printed, 

treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 

helped the world; together with eight portraits. 

Mr. Parton’s works need no commendation. They 
are standard, 

Pricer, - “ “ ` - $1.95. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
33 Clinton Place. New York. 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 
OR, 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 


Dedicated to the. clergy 


BY 
H.J. SEIGNEURET, 
Secularist. 


Price, M LZ 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


CHRISTIANITY 


A REWARD FOR CRIME. 


Substantiated by the Bible. 
BY 
O. D. ‘WHITFORD, M. D. 
Price, 10 Cents. | Per Dozen, $1.00, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


33 Clinton Place, New York. 
BIBLE N 
AND THEIR 


Parallels in Other Religions. 


Being a Comparison of the Old and New Testa- 
ment Myths and Miracles with those of 
heathen nations of Antiquity, Con- 
sidering also their Origin 
and Meaning. With 
numerous illns- 
trations. 

The object of the work 18 to point out the myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound ; 
to show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning. 

* Tt is unquestionable true that the resulta of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere elae so accessible as they are now made 
in the work before ua."—N. Y. Sun, 

1vol.8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages. 


Price, $3.00. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place: New York. 


WENG 
KIAS 


Poetry. 


King of Kings! 


Hear ye not those ringing blows, 
Sounding, sharp ? 

Sweeter melody than flows 
From the harp! 

Sweeter to the toiling mass, 
Than sweet air 

Ringing out from bells of brass, 
Anywhere ! 


Hist, ye labor-crnshers, hist, 
As ye go! 

Hist, ye fell monopolist, 
Labor's foe ! 

List ye, as the blows ring out 
On the air! 

List ye to the swelling shout— 
Ha, ye scare! 


Know ye what these sounds portend ? 
Well ye do ! 

'That your reign i$ near the end, 
Sordid crew ! 

That your arrogant cabal 
Lords no more ! 

Tyranny of capital 

‘Now is o'er! 


Labor strikes her galling chains— 
Hear them crack ! 
Despots, with your stolen gains, 
Get you back ! 
Capital, erst king in “ rings,” 
Get thee down ! 
Labor will, as king of kings, 
Wear the crown ! 
—Si Slukum in John Swinton’s Paper. 
—9—-8—9— 


A Vision. 


I dreamed a dream. After long hours of pain 
And parting I had died, and lived again ; 
And, floating, somewhere far beyond the skies, 
Had found the guarded gates of paradise, 
~ Where, to the angel of the flaming sword, 
I showed my pass signed “ Servant of the Lord.” 
“Enter |? the angel cried, “ and hav no fear; 
Friends of your friend are always welcome here." 
I bowed ; the doors flew wide; I heard the singing, 
And saw the blest through golden ether winging 
As thick as, when an earthly sunbeam floats 
Across a room, within it dance the motes. 
There was the Banker who, from fraud-got store, 
Had left a deodand to endow the poor; 
The grim Inquisitor whose pious zeal $ 
Showed hereties the flames he’d hav them feel; 
The gallows-houselled Felon’s seare-won wraith, 
—For what are hope and charity to faith ? 
Yet, of all those who taught mankind to risc 
Above this sordid world of woes and lies, 
Of those by whom man’s progress was begun 
In love and wisdom, I beheld—not one. 
My spirit sank. “ Ah, sir!’ in grief I cried, 
** Hav you no souls of nobler sort inside ? 
I dare not seek to liv with such as these; 
' Where are Aurelins, Zeno, Socrates ? 
Spinoza, Galileo, Darwin, where ?" 
The angel answered, pointing downward, “There !" 
I turned, and fluttered that way in affright 
And reached, at leugth, a scene of softer light, 
Where those I sought, and more, with sober mien, 
Were gathered talking, activ, but serene. 
Voltaire advanced ; and, pointing to the door: 
Said, “ Welcome, friend, to sheol—hell no more. 
These souls you sec, the friends of all their kind, 
To make the worst of evil had no mind. 
“And, truth to tell, had doubted from the first 
It there could be a region 80 accursed, 
Yet tinding that, in fact, some things went ill, 
Put forth their practiced energy and skill, 
Improved the climate, drained the lake of fire, 
Talked to the fallen angels, trained the choir, 
Put down bad lauguage, stopped theology, 
And made the agreeable limbo that you see.” 
—The Academy. 
te —— ———— . 
Professor Proctor on Shipboard. 
Theodore Stanton in the Index. 

I hav been trying to run over to the United 
States for the summer. We started on the 
America, but the engins broke down, and, 
although some five hundred miles from Liver- 
pool, we had to turn back. We then em- 
barked on the Germanic, and as we are now 
off the New England coast, we shall probably 
succeed in landing this time. 

Among our passeugers are Professor Rich- 
ard A. Proctor, the well-known astronomer, 
and his American wife, who is, by the way, 
a niece of Jefferson Davis. They are both 
Freethinkers. He began life a strict Roman 
Catholic. The religious observances of these 
English steamship lines hav vexed him not a 
little, as they hav many of his other fellow- 
voyagers. For instance, on the first Sunday 
on the America, Professor Proctor called for 
the chess board, when he was informed by 
the steward that it was contrary to the rules 
of the National Line to allow the passengers 
to play games of any kind in the saloon on 
the Sabbath. An hour later a pious young 
man came up to the ruffled astronomer, and 
requested him to attend the service which a 
busy clergyman—there is always at least one 
minister’s name in every cabin list—was about 
to conduct. It is needless to say that Prof 
fessor Proctor and his wife, and a goodly 
number of other passengers, preferred the 
sunshine and fresh air of the deck to the 
twaddle of a third-rate preacher in the stuffy 
cabin. ‘‘ What a delightful day that will be,” 
the professor said to me, his mind evidently 


dwelling on the above-mentioned intrusiv 
pious young man, ''when participation in 
church rites wil be considered a weakness 
that one will wish to hide!” 

Our Sunday on the Germanic—we fortu- 
nately had to pass but one—did not difter 
materially from that on the America. Here 
another clergyman was on hand ready to take 
command of the faithful. The “ tomble," as 
they say at the minstrels, began Saturday 
evening.. Immediately after dinner the clergy- 
man and some young people took possession 
of the piano and began to rehearse psalms for 
the next morning’s service. And such sing- 
ing and playing! Cards and conversation 
had to be almost abandoned that evening on 
account of these pious, tuneless characters, 
who never seemed to imagin that they were 
making nuisances of themselvs. 

Sunday morning the ship's bells were rung 
as on land, and the faithful gathered below, 
while the rest of us, who, as Harriet Mar- 
tineau says, had pushed from our shoulders 
the burthen of taking care of' our own souls, 
fled to the deck or to our staterooms. It 
was an encouraging sign to see so many pas- 
sengers decline to participate in these so-called 
religious services. I am told that when the 
English Church is disestablished these Sunday 
ceremonies will not be obligatory, as is now 
the case on all Royal Mail steamers, and I am 
sure that many of the passengers who are now 
in the habit of participating in them will not 
be sorry for the change. 1 hav crossed the 
ocean several times on the French line, and I 
hav never heard anybody express regret at 
the absence of church services on Sunday. 

At the same hour that the Protestant clergy- 
man was conducting services in the saloon, 
two priests were doing the same thing in the 
steerage. "The ship’s doctor called our atten- 
tion to the fact that while the first cabin pas- 
sengers were about evenly divided between 
participants and non-participants, the emi- 
grants were, almost to a man, woman, and 
child, clustered about the Catholic fathers. 
This proves that while the ignorant masses 
may still be under stricter priestly rule, the 
more intelligent upper classes are rapidly 
breaking away from church control. This 
Sign of the times is strikingly shown at sea 
on every steamer that plies between the Old 
and the New World. 

One more remark in connection with this 
subject. While these rules of these English 
lines prohibit chess, dominoes, and card 
games on Sunday in the public saloon, they 
are silent in regard to the gambling that is 
going on in the smoking-room, and even per- 
rnit notices to be pasted up, inviting passen- 
gers to buy tickets in the pools formed con- 
cerning the number of miles that the steamer 
will run during the next twenty-four hours. 
In fact, more than one person who would 
enjoy an innocent game of whist in the saloon 
on Sunday is driven into the smoking-room, 
and into betting in order to kill that weary 
time which hangs so heavily upon you on 
shipboard. Nor is this high-sea gambling a 
trivial matter. The London dailies frequently 
take the matter up and publish volumes of 
letters against the abuse. I don’t know 
whether anybody has pointed out, what is a 
fact, that these absurd rules, tabooing such a 
dignified game as chess during, we may say, 
an eighth of the voyage, do not tend to de- 
crease the evil complained of. 


I hav been reading, during the past ten 
days, John Evelyn’s famous Diary, which 
presents such an interesting picture of Europe. 
two hundred years ago. The only distaste- 
ful feature of the book is the excessiv piety 
of the author. It is of a piece with the 
rules of these transatlantic liners. Here is 
an amusing example of this weakness and 
blemish.. Referring to the death of his prom- 
ising little son, the father writes, ‘‘Thou 
gavest him to us, thou hast taken bim from 
us; blessed be the name of the Lord!" "Then, 
four lines further on, he continues, ‘‘In my 
opinion, he was suffocated by the women and 
maids that tended him, and covered him too 
hot with blankets, as he lay ina cradle, near 
an excessiv hot fire in a close room." Thus 
the Lord had nothing to do with it; the boy 
died simply through the ignorance of thelaws 
of life on the part of his attendants. 

Professor Proctor lectured on *' Other 
Worlds" an evening or two before we 
landed. It was suggested that a certain cler- 
gyman preside. Mrs. Proctor mildly ob- 
jected, and proposed the name of a well. 
known New York publisher. But it was 
finally decided that the clergyman whom Pro- 
fessor Proctor had not cared to listen to on 
the previous Sunday should introduce him 
* Well," said a Freethinking lady passenger, 
* this looks as if the divine intends to capt- 


-sale for taxes.” 


His introductory remarks 
may be of such a nature that you, Professor, 
will find yourself in the arms of the church 
before you open your mouth.” So the purser 
was called, and a request was made that the 
proposed chairman be asked not to touch on 
religious questions, which he agreed not to 


ure the savant. 


do. ‘‘ What a terror these itinerant ministers 
are,” exclaimed another member of our 
group; ‘‘they are the spiritual and intellectual 
pirates of the high seas! Like birds of prey, 
they are ever ready to swoop down and carry 
up to the throne whatever they can lay hands 
upon." But our particular clergyman would 
hav had hard work in appropriating to the 
church, even if he had been inclined to 
do so, the lecture of Professor Proctor. It 
was a clear and eloquent proof of the immu- 
tability of natural laws, from the beginning of 
all time; and it showed the absurdity, I had 
almost said blasphemy, of making out this 
poor little world of ours the particular care 
of the great creator of the thousands upon 
thousands of mightier suns and planets that 
are shining in infinit space. How anybody 
could hav left the Germanic saloon, when 
Professor Proctor sat down, without being 
struck by the puerility of the Christian the- 
ology, passes my comprehension. If Profes- 
sor Proctor could deliver his lecture on every 
transatlantic steamer, I don't think I would 
complain of the Sunday services. 
od 


A Convincing Picture. 
From the Progressiv Age. 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER of New York is doing 
noble work for the cause of Liberalism in the 


publication of cartoons weekly illustrating 


the Bible doctrins and teachings and other 
kindred questions. The last issue (July 3d) 
contained a half-page cartoon showing the 
effects of the exemption from taxation of 
church property. The artist has done himself 
as well as the Truth Seeker Company great 
credit. But a glance is equivalent to-volumes 
of written arguments for church taxation. 

At the extreme left is à modest-appearing 
New England farm-house. Posted against 
the yard fence is the following: ''Sheriff's 
Under the club of the crier, 
who stands in a wagon with the clerk of the 
sale with pen and paper, stands a-horse that is 
being sold. Round about is a congregation of 
people—evidently good Christians who belong 
to the church at the extreme right—who are 
in attendance upon the sale and bidding; 
just back of them is the old slab barn; lying 
near by are the wheelbarrow, the scythe, the 
rake, and the hoe, the purchase of a bidder. 
On the stoop with feet resting on the ground 
sits the wife, with her face covered with her 
apron and wiping the tears. In the field in 
front stands the plow with a partly turned 
furrow, from which the team has been un- 


hitched, leaving only the double and whiffle | 


trees attached. It has been taken to the 
crier’s stand for sale. With pants in his 
boots, sleeves rolled above the elbows expos- 
ing the brawny, muscular arms, and between 
the handles of the plow, leaning back against 
the round, the hard-working, honest son of 
toil, the farmer, stands. His eyes are cast 
down to the ground as he stands there; his 
thoughts may be read in his face as he stands 
there. He murmurs not; he is apparently 
overcome with the situation. His team is 
gone; his wife and family must hav bread. 


To the right and in the rear stands a mag- 
nificent structure with a towering steeple 
piercing the clouds. At the extreme right is 
seen the palatial parsonage with a stone front, 
and furnished throughout with the best the 
market affords. Leaning against the stoop 
railing in front stands the parson in his broad- 
cloth cut-away exposing a well-rounded, well- 
kept abdomen. His low-cut shoes, exposing 
socks of the latest stripe ; his white waistcoat, 
adorned with a gold watch chain; his dude 
eye-glasses and his hair and side whiskers cut 
à la mode, together with a made-up, con- 
temptuous face, all vividly characterize his 
impudence and indifference as he stands there 
and looks across to watch the progress of the 
sale. About him are stone and gravel walks, 
luxury, ease, fashion. He seems to say, 
“Pay up your taxes, you clodhopper, and 
this calamity will not befall you,” and at the 
same time tantalizes the honest old man with 
the fact that church property is exempt, for 
in his hand is this aggravating fact: $746,- 
294,883 untaxed church property in the 
United States. No wonder the farmer thus 
stands and cogitates this taxation problem in 
his mind as he there thinks of his excessiv 
taxation to made up for that which is not 


taxed. The designer of the cartoon, Mr. 
Watson Heston, deserves great credit. Tax 
church property. | J. M. J. 
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MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by l 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address ae TRUTH SEEKER, 
Clinton Place, New York. 


Photo-engrayings ie Miss Gardener are for.sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autogr: aph, 506. 


The Bile Analy 


BY 
John R. Kelso, A.M. 


CONTENTS: 


The Old Testament.—The New Testament.—The - 


Creation.—The Deluge.—The Exodus.—The Mira- 
cles of the Bible.—The Errors of tbe Bible.—The . 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Bible.—The - 
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Crown octavo, 833 PR Splendidly executed. Sent 
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TOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES, 


CONTENTS : 

The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.—Zadig ; 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princess 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowns. Ihe, 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Microme 
The World as it Goes.—The Black and the V hite, 
—Memnom the Philosopher. —Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
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The | Secret of the East, 
OR, 
The Origin of the Christian Religion 
and the Significance of its — . 
Rise and Decline. 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


Price, $1.00. For sale at this ofice 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS, 
The Heathens of the Heath, A finel i 


written Radical romance. By Wm. McDonne 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced.. Paper, 


90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 
Family Creeds. By William McDon- 


nell, ‘author of “Exeter Hall" Price, cloth, 
$1.25; paper, 75 cents. 


Exeter Hall. “ One of the most excit- 


ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 

404 pages. $1.25. 


The Onteast. A deep, finely written 


Radical story., From the London edition, By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 
30 cents. 

By 


All in a Lifetime, A Romance. 

Miss Susan H. Wixon. “The great charm of 
* this novel is its absolute fidelity tonature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scar wd pr epared to ex- 
vect to find. in such a marked degree, even 
rom 80 gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar. to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks." Price, 

$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRAVELS iN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason 
BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


Cloth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN 
The Story Hour. For Children and. 


Youth. By Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
stition. The Only Hlustrated Freethinkers” 
Children’s Story-Book everissued. 66 full-page: 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heavy: 
toned paper, broad margins, uminated 
covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1.25. 


Two Little Red Mittens. 


the Rightway Almshorse. By Jennie Butler’ 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office.. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 


e Young Folks, By Miss Susan H. Wixon.. 
Second edition.. Price, $1.25. This very excel- ` 
lent work for young, masters and misses, has. 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued at a reduced. price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photograph of the author which adds very ` 
much to the value of the volume. 


The Youth's Liberal Guide. By 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M. Price; $1.00. This 
‘volume aims at the education of youth in the 

rinciples of Freethought, at the same time 

Wat it inculcates moral duties and human 
rights from &standpoint of pure reason and 
common sense. ddress THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. 
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Ingersolls Works. 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 

ve lecture ising, * da," 

* Humboldt," S Thomen Palsan hon dade - 
ity,” and ** Heretics and Heresies.” 


y 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: “ The Ghosts,” “Liberty for Man, 
oman, and Child,” * The Declaration of In- 
dependence,” “About Farming in Dlinois,” 
The Grant Banquet," “The Rev. Alexander 
Clark," “The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream,” and “ A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll.” 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.25. : 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts;- 


plain cloth, $1.25. 


What Must We Doto Be Saved? Pa- 


: per, 25 cents. 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 


Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah 8. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10 cents. $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
cou d be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 


his makes à grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents; 50 
cents per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 


Millions of these should be circulated. 


Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 10 cents, 


Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 


Large size octavo, paper, 15 cents. 


Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 
Bound in one volume. To meet the demand 
for Mr. Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
` all his lectures, except the latest on “ Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, en containing over 1,800 
pages, which is sold at the exceedin, ow 
Hea det of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. = 


Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll * Tribute to 

is Brother,” “The Vision of War," the “Grant 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over 
“Little Harry Miller's Grave," that they hav 

* been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suita- 

ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 

to any address, for 50cts, or either one for 15cts. 


Prose Poems and Selections. ^ This 
new book is a gem. Itis a model in every re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated ‘Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “ tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures; letters, table-talks, and ay-to-day con- 
versationg of the author. The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends a8 
a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 

urpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
ac simile, has been prepared especially or it. 
‘Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and 


Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 


life, quee $1.50 each. Every admirer of these 
apostles of Religious Liberty should hav them. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
. Superb P otographs, 22x28, tb; panel, 1034x17, 
$3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents; card, 20 cts. 

i Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 
Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality ; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery ‘Reform; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
Church and the Republic 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture: Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating: Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars ot 
Conquest and Extermination; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals ; 

: Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft ; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the |. 


Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of tho Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sun ay Arguments ; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws. Price, 25 cents; six copies, $1.00. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts, 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the stor 
of the Author-Hero's life, delineates the lead- 

-ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the agpersions cast upon 
it. Choice extracts from “ Common Sense,” 
“ American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason " are given ; also, tributes to Paine's 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing & handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 


cloth, 75 cents. 
The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 


thinkers’ Convention, January 29, 1884. Price, 


10 cents, 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
88 Olinton Place, New York. 
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Ingersoll’s Tributes. 
REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
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The Vision of War, 
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Address at Harry Miller?s Grave. 
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SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Exact Ratios in Its 
` Aequirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 


CONTENTS: Economie Schools: & brief -re- 
view of their Origin and Growth; Rise and 
Growth of Capitalism; Unearned Increase: 
profit, interest, rent; Conservation of Wealth; 
Tools and Improved Machinery; The Nature of 
Wages; Private and Social Wealth ; * Land Own- 
ership; Private Property in Land; Capital and 
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Remedy; Reforms, not Remedies; Suggestions 
to Legislators; Conclusion. - f 
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The Presesit and the Future 
Republie ef North America, 


BY A CAPITALIST. 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty, vice; and crime. It deals with the present 
conditions of society in tliis country, pointing out 
their imperfections, and showing how it is almost 
impossible that the people should be other than 
poor and vicious under our present system. The 
remedy, the author thinks, is in communal life, 
and he has drawn a vivid pieture of the future 
Republic of North America, as it will be when 
society shall be organized on-the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously 
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Price. $1.50, 
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PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY 


BY LEWIS C. JANES. 


This book treats of the natural evolution of the 
Christian religion, its historical antecedents in 
Palestinian Judaism and Roman Paganism ; in- 
vestigates the history of the foundef of Christian- 
ity in the light of the latest scientific criticism of 
the New Testament; shows that the trne story of 
the Man Jesus, and his genuin teachings are 
separable from the later legendary accretious 
which hav confounded him with the mythical 
Christ, and traces the natural development of 
Christian dogma and ecclesiastical institutions, 
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cloth, gilt top. Price $1.50. 
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A poetic version of the Indian Story of the Gar- 
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1 Light Science for Leisure Hours, A series of 
amiliar essays on astronomical and other 
natural phenomena, By Richard A. Proc- 
tor, EF.R.A.8. - - ? 
9. The Forms of Water iti Clonds and Rivers, Ice 
` and Glaciers. 19 illustrations, By John Tyn- 
dall, F.R.8. . 
3. Physics and Politics. An application of the 
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ciety, By Walter Bagehot, Author o 
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4. Man's Place in Nature. With numerous illus- 
trations. By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. 
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By Herbert Spencer. 
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16. Origin of Species. By Thomas H. Huxley, 


17. Progress : Its Law and Cause. With other dis- 
quisitions. By Herbert Spencer. 

18. Lessons in Electricıty. 60 illustrations. By 
John Tyndall, F.R.S. 
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Richard A. Proctor, 

20. Romance of Astronomy. By R. Kalley Miller, 


21. The Physical Basis of Life, with other essays. 
By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. 

22. Seeing and_ Thinking. By William Kingd 
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93. Scientific Sophisms. A review of current 
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94. Popular Scientific Lectures. 
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95. Origin of Nations. By Prof. Geo. Rawlinson, 
Oxford University. 

26. The Evolutionist at Large. By Grant Allen. 

27. History of Landholding in Englund. By 
Joseph Fisher, F.R.H.S. 

28. Fashion in Deformity, as illustrated in the 
customs of Darbarous and Civilized Races. 
Numerous illustrations. By William Henry 
Flower; F.R.S. 

?9. Facts and Fictions of Zoology. 


Illustrated, By 


Numerous 


illustrations. By Andrew Wilson, Ph. D. 
30. Study “ee Words. By Richard Chenevix 
21. rench. 


32. Hereditary Traits and other Essays. By Rich- 
ard A. Proctor. : 

33. Vignettes from Nature. By Grant Allen. 

34. Philosophy of Style. By Herbert Spencer. 

35. Oriental Religions. By John Caird, Pres. 
Univ. Glasgow, and Others. 

36. Lectures on Evolution. Iliustrated. By Prof. 
T. H. Huxley. 

37. Six Lectures on Light. Illustrated. By John 
Tyndall. 


a Geological Sketches. - By Archibald Geikie, 

20.f E.R.S. > . 

40. The Evidence of Organic Evolution. By Geo. 
J. Romanes, F.R.S. 

41. Current Discussions in Science.. By W. M. 

ams, F.C.S. s 

19. History of the Science of Politics. By Freder- 
iek Pollock. 

43. Darwin and Humboldt. By Professor Huxley, 
Professor Agassiz, and othets, 

441 Dawn of History. By C. F. Keary, of the 

45.] British Museum, 

46. Diseases of Memory. Pr Th. Ribot. Tran- 
slated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. 

t7. Childhood of licligions. By Edward Clodd, 
FP.h.À.S. 


48. Lifein Nature. Illustrated. Dy Jas. Hinton. 

49. The Sun: its Constitution; its Phenomena; 
its Condition. By Judge Nathan ‘I. Carr, 
Columbus, Iud. uu 

50. Money and the Mechanism of Exchange. By 

51.f Prof. W. Stankey Jevons, F.R.S. 

62. Diseascs of the Will. By Th. Ribot. Trans- 
lated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. 

53. Animal Automatism, an& other Essays. By 
Prof. T. H. Huxley, F.R.S. 

54. Birth and Growth of Myth, By Edward Clodd. 
F.R.A.S. 


55. Scientific, Basis of Morals, and other Essays. 
By William Kingdon Clifford, F.R.S. 


n Illusions. By James Sully. 


5r. 

Pu The Origin of Species. By Charles Darwin. 

59./ Two double numbers, 30 cents each. 

60. Childhood of the World. By Edward Clodd. ` 

61. Miscellaneous Essays. By Richard A. Proctor. 

62, Rehgions of the Ancient World. By Prof. Geo, 
Rawlinson, University of Oxford. Double 
number, 30 cents. 

83. Progressive Morality, By Thomas Fowler, 
LL D. president of Corpus Christi College; 

xford. 

64. Distribution of Animals and Plants, By A. 
"tussel Wallace and W. T. Thiselton Dyer. 

65. Conditions of Mental Development; and other 
Essays. By Wm. Kingdon Clifford. 

66. Technical Education; and_other Essays. By 
Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. 

67. The Black Death. An Account of the Great 
Pestilence of the Fourteenth Century. By 
J C. Hecker. 

68. (Special number, 10 cents.) Three Essays, by 
Herbert Spencer. 

69. (Double ue Gne d Fetichism : A Con- 
tribution to Anthropology and the History 
of Religion. By Fritz Schultze, Ph.D. Trans- 
lated from the German by J. Fitzgerald, 


70. Essays Speculativ and Practical. By Herbert 


Spencer. 
vi. Anthropology. By Daniel Wilson, LL.D. 
Arpendix on Archeology. By E. B. 


With 
Tylor, ; s 

72. The Dancing Mania or the Middle Ages. By 
J. F. C. Hecker, M.D. 

7. Evolution in History, language, and Science. 
Four Addresses delivered at the London 
Crystal Palace School of Art, Science, and 
Literature. eae . 

74. The Descent of Man; and selection in relation 

ex. By Charles Darwin. In 4 parts, 
15 cents each. 


Add-ss THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


SCIENCE LECTURES. 
Liberal friends visiting Philadelphia should at- 
tend the Spring Course of Science Lectures 
every Sunday evening, at the Hall of Friendship 
League, Ninth and Girard ave. i 
Debate at 2:30 (Secular questiona). 
PROF. ATKINSON, F.R.A.8. 


FRIENDSHIP LIBERAL LEAGUE No. 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rates, 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write, 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Earl 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By Wm. HENRY 
Burr. Price. 2% cents. For sale at this office. 


SPECIAL SALE!. 


Desiring to unload an accumulation of debts, I 
will offer until further notice all my elegant stock 
of fine goods at 


WHOLESALE COST. 


An elegant pair of diamond ear-drops $200, worth 
$300 ; another pair, $125, worth $200; another pair, 
$65, worth $100; an elegant brooch, arabesque 
style, 17 diamonds, $140, worfh $225; another, line 
of beauty, 11 diamonds, $220; worth $325; another, 
‘8 stones, $125, worth $200: same, $80, worth $125. 
Rings and studs same reductions. Smaller dia~ ` 
mond goods 25 per cent below lowest market price, 
A superb, extra heavy. embossed case watch set 
with large diamond, $185, worth $200; lady’s watch 
to match, $90. worth $125; $100 watches, $70; $80 
watches, $60; $65 watches, $50; solid gold chains, 
necklaces, bracelets, and jewelry, 25, per cent dis- 
count. Sent C. O. D., subject to inspection, or 
cash refunded if not satisfactory. 

BUY NOW AND SAVE MONEY. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ill. 


DR, R. P. FELLOWS 


———9— 0———0 


* 

isa regularly educat- 

ed and legally quali- 
fied physician, and 
the most successful 
as his practice will 


proves He has tor 

wenty years treated 
exclusivly all diseases: 
of the Sexual Organss 
in the cures of which 
hestands preeminent 
SPERMATORRHGA 
and IMPOTENCY 
as the result of self- - 
abuse in youth’ and 
sexual excesses in ma- 
turer years, causing: 
night emissions by 


"i 


0————0—— —4 dreams, loss of sexual 


Ut 2 : power, rendering 
marriage improper and unhappy, etc., are cure 

ermanently by an outside ape ication in sixty 

aya, "NO STOMACH MEDICIN USED, Tt is one 
of Dr. Fellows’ valuable discoveries, which is en- 
tirely unknown to the modicalprofession. It is 
not a catch-penny get up, such as a pad, belt, pas- 
tille, nor magnetic appliance, but simply a medi- 
cin to be applied externally on the parts affected, 
which cures by absorption. Send five 2-cent stamps 
for his “Private Counselor,” giving. informa- 
tion. Address Dr. R. P. Fellows, Vineland, N. J. 
and say where you saw this advertisment. 


N. B.—Dr. Fellows begs leave to say that he is 
an Infidel of the most pronounced character. Bro. 
Liberals, your patronage 18 solicited. 


um m 
*SHOPPEL's MODERN HOUSES" No. 3. 
(Just Published, J'uly 1, 1880) CONTAINS: 

A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. . : i 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply. all the neccessary pieces for 
constructing a model houso, with plain directions 
for putting them tògether. 

While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. It is, in fact,a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, so exact that it is useful to 
builders. ; 

55 New Designa for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000). 

2 New Designs for In. i 

1 New Design for a Chapel. , 

Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 

(by Maria Parloa) nnd a perfect Cistern. 
An Article on Villa Park Associations. 
SENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE, $1. 
Address A 
THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN ASZO'N. 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 
TED—Lady agents actually clear $20 daily 
WANT my wonderful entirely new patent rub- 
ber undergarments for females, A minister's wife 


À DAM H. N. LITTLE 
sold 13 first hour. M. AM ais, Chicago, Til. 


À TIT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other ha 1 
always opposed it. . 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish thatthe friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


THE MODERN BALAAM. 

f ing the Balaam of modern times to be th 

E i t isa splendid pictorial argument, Price 
per dozen, 30 cents par hundred, $1.50. 


Hews of | the Week. 


CHOTERA is again prevalent in Italy. 

A. woman has been admitted to a sitting in 
the French Academy of Science. 

Tar Central Labor Union has named the 
first Monday in September as a workingmen's 
holiday. 

Four members of Typographical Union No. 
47 hav been found ‘ guilty” in their trial for 

A boycotting a newspaper at New Haven. 


WirnLtAM T. MowvAVERDE owns a park at 
Maspeth, Long Island. He allowed baseball: 
to be played there on Sunday and has been 
fined $250. ; ; 

Brronrr is being received in London with. 
every evidence of hospitality. His religion is 
a puzzle to the English people, but he is 
highly spoken of as an orator. Bog 


Tux trial of the Anarchists at Chicago is 
proceeding. Very little direct testimony has 
as yet becn furnished connecting the speakers 
at the Haymarket Square meeting with the 
thrower of the bomb. | 


Nep BuwrLINE, the scout, soldier, and story 
writer, died at his home in Stamford, N. Y., 
last week. His real name was Edward Z. C. 
Judson. He was 64 years old and wealthy, 
having made a fortune by liis pen. f 


Tne Salvation Army has been occupying 
an old Baptist church at Bristol, Conn., much 
to the disgust of the respectable citizens of 
that place, who used every endeavor. to get 
the Salvationists to go away. Last Saturday 

. somebody burnt up the church. 


Tus trades unions are boycotting the beer 
manufactured by George Ehret because Ehret 
in some way contributed to the conviction of 
the Theiss boycotters. Other brewers express 

sympathy with Mr. Ebret, and now the 
Central Labor Union threatens to boycott all 
beer. ma e ] s 
COLONEL GILDER, who was to hav left New 
York on an arctic exploring expedition last 
week, is. still where the weather is warm. 
He was arrested on' the eve of his intended 
departure charged with breach of trust by a 
young woman with whom he had sustained 
intricate relations. 
Homi Rute for Ireland is lost for the pres- 
ent. About a quarter of a million of Ameri- 
can dollars hav. gone to Ireland to help make 
- the fight, and while this sort of encouragement 

continues it is probable that a sufficient num- 
"ber of patriots may be found in that country 
“to keep up the agitation. 

GENLRAL Boulanger, minister of war, and 
Baron de Lareinty, senator, quarreled in the 
French Senate one day last week, and on 
Saturday fought a duel near Paris. The 
senator fired ‘first and missed. Then the 
general fired in the air, when both declared 
their honor vindicated and shook hands. 


Jury 18th the papers contained this dis- 
patch from Belfast, Ireland: ‘Serious riot- 
ing broke out this evening between Cath- 

' olies and Protestants. Many stones were 
thrown and revolvers were freely used. The 
military was called out to restore order. 
Many persons were injured and sent to hos- 
pitals.” 

THERE was until a short time ago, a shoe 
firm doing business in Brooklyn under the 
name of Brennan & White. A year ago the 
firm discharged a number of girls for joining 
the Knights of Labor. Methods were there- 
upon adopted by the Knights all over the 
country to reduce Brennan & White's trade, 
and a month ago the firm went out of busi- 
ness. Brennan has just accepted a position 
as employee in another man’s factory. 


Mus. Mary Fenn, better known as Mary 
Davis, died in Orange, N. J., last Sunday. 
Mrs. Fenn had been prominently identified 
with philanthropic and reform’ movements 
for thirty ycars, aud was widely known to 
those cngaged in the woman suffrage and 
the temperance movements. She was one of 
the early workers in the antislavery move- 
ment, and was for many years a well-known 
lecturer. In 1847 she. married Samuel G. 
Love, a teacher, in Buffalo. In 1855 she ob- 
tained a divorce from Love in Indiana, and 
afterward she married Andrew Jackson 
Davis, the Spiritualist, and the expounder of 
Harmonial Philosophy. The couple lived in 
Orange from 1858 until about two years ago. 
Mr. Davis then left her, alleging as a reason 
that he had found a flaw in the Indiana 
divorce. Ie began a suit to annul their mar- 
riage. She made no effort to contest the 
suit. She was a member of Sorosis, and 
from 1860 to 1864 she edited the Herald of 
Progress, 


In this age of intelligence we ought to be free 
enough to throw falsehood aside and embrace the 
truth, no matter what havoc it makes of old super- 
stitions and fables. One of the two systems must 
be true—supernaturalism or natural law; if one is 
true the other is certainly false, and must be dis- 
carded. Supernaturalism las long held sway and 
men hav yielded a tacit consent that it is the 
power which has ruled the world, bnt science is 
now telling us, in thunder tones, that there is no 
supernaturalism, that everything is natural; 
hence old theology must be set aside, and, the 
trnths of unerring science must be taken in its 
place.—Bennett's Infidel Abroad. 


. EPITAPH ON A FRIEND. 

- An honest man here lies at rest 

, As e'er God with his image blessed: 
The friend of man, the friend of truth, 
The friend of age, ànd guide of youth ; 
Few hearts like his, with virtue warmed, 
Few hearts with knowledge so informed ; 
If there's another world, he livs in bliss, 
If there is none; he made the best of this. 

^^ Burns. 


` By careful investigation into the origin of the 
Biblical canon, and by the results of historical 
criticiam, the Bible is shown to bea book of human 
composition and, with all its many excellences, 
not a divinely inspived and infallible authority. 
By a careful comparison of religions, by the clear 


P 


light of science, and by the zeit-geist [spirit of the 
age], which.does not favor anything miraculous, 


we are led to disbelieve the legendary stories of 
the Old Testament, and the miracles and myths of 
the New. By similiar studies the deified Jesus be- 
comes a pure teacher of exalted moral character, 
born of Joseph and Mary, around whom, when 


“THE TRUTH SEEKER, JULY 24, 1886. 


Gems of Thought. | Odds and Ends. — 


dead. the magnified stories inseparable from such | 


an age and people gradually clustered, gathering 
credence by repetition, and strength by transmis- 
sion from one generation to another. 
Jesus, being in reality the God of the Christians, 
givs to them as an object of worship little more 
than a. magnified man, to whom they address 
petitions for rain, success in business, victory in 
war, and the like.—Stoddard's New Faith. 

WHATSOEVER thy hand findeth to do, do it with 
all thy might, for there is no work, nor device, nor 
knowledge, nor wisdom in the grave, whither thou 
goest.—Ecclesiastes ix, 10. ` 

Nations as well as men, if they aim high, must 
sometimes overstrain themselvs, and. weariness 
must ensue. Nor did the commonwealth of Eng- 
land come to nothing, thongh in a society not half 


-emancipated from feudalism it was premature, 


and therefore, at the time, a failure. It opened a 
glimpse of a new order of things; it was the first 
example of a great national republic, the republics 
of antiquity having been at once city-republics 
and republics of slave-owners: it not only heralded 
but to some extent prepared the American and 
éven the French Revolution. Inits sublime death- 
song, chanted by the great Puritan poet, we can 


‘catch the accents of a hope that did not die.— 


Goldwin Smith. 
Bot what more oft, in nations grown corrupt, 
And by their vices brought to servitude, 
'Than to love bondage more than liberty— 
Bondage with case than strenuons liberty— 
And to despise, or envy. or suspect 
Whom God hath, of his special favor, raised 
As their deliverer? If he aught begin, 
How frequent to desert him, and at last 
To heap ingratitude on worthiest deeds!—Milton, 


Ir has been said that the practical objects of all 
free institutions is to get twelve or fifteen honest 


men into a jury-box. Intelligence must be added 
if justice is to be done, especially when there is a 
long chain of evidence, or when, as in libel cases, 
fine perceptions are required; but the duty of a 
juryman in an important cause is as high as any 


that a citizen can be called upon to perform.— 
Toronto Bystander. 

ALL destruction is but a little dust on the wind. 
Does not humanity itself abide? What truth 
that man ever had is lost? Who are those 
that stand with arms flung around the old creed 
or name or cherished ** body of Christ,” trembling 
lest the universe crack, if that go down? 'Twere 
a strange universe to be alarmed because things 
must go down when their time has come !—Samuel 
Johnson, D.D. 


Yer not to thy eternal resting-place 
Shalt thou retire alone—nor couldst thou wish 
Couch more magnificent. Thou shalt lie down 
With patriarchs of the infant world—with kings, 
The powerful of the earth—the wise, the good, 
Fair forms, and hoary seers of ages past— 
Allin one mighty sepulcher. 
—Bryant's Thanatopsis, 

Man, say some, knows God by immediate intni- 
tion; heneeds no argument for his existence, be- 
cause he perceives God directly—face to face— 
without auy međium. It is easy to assert this, but 
obviously the assertion is the merest dogmatism. 
Not one man in a thonsand, who understands 
what he is affirming, will dare to claim to hav an 
immediate vision of God. and nothing can be more 
likely than that the man who makes such a claim 
is self-deluded.—Professor Flint, 


EAnLY associations are generally the strongest 
in the human mind, and what we hav been tanght 
to credit as children we are seldom disposed to 
question as men. Called away from speculativ in- 
quiries by the common business of life, men in 
general possess neither the inclination nor the 
leisure to examin wrat they believe or why they 
believe. A powerfnl prejudice remains in the 
mind, insures conviction without the trouble of 
thinking, and repels doubt without the aid or 
authority of reason.—Sir William Drummond. 


MEN are but children of a larger growth; 
Our appetites as apt to change as theirs, 
And full as craving too, and full as vain ; 
And yet the soul, shut up in her dark room, 
Viewing so clear abroad, at home sees nothing ; 
But, like a mole in earth, busy and blind, 
Works all her folly up and casts it upward 

. To the world's open view, —Dryden. 


“What a question ! 


Tue fisheries:question : Is there anything left in’ 
the pocket flask ?—Philadelphia Herald. 

“I morr, Johnny,” raid the Sunday-school teacher 
to her new scholar, “that your parents are good 
Christians?” ‘Well, ma is,” replied Johnny; “an’ 
pa used to be, but I guess he is a little out of prac- 
tice now.” 


THE JACKASS AND THE EVANGELIST. 

A jackass went into a meeting-house and heard 
an Evangelist preach a sermon on “Total De- 
pravity." When he came forth he made a joyful 
noise, sung aloud, and thanked his stars that he 
was made a jackass and not a depraved human 
being. AE b 

Moral : This fable teaches that when self-abase- 
ment becomes too abysmal it is liable to overreach 
itself. 


t coats THE FUNNY MAN. 

The “funny man” sat in his easy chair, 
But the chair wasn’t easy to him; 

For his eyes were fixed ina vacant glare, ^ 
And his face was dark and grim. : 


“Tve written 'em up, an’ I've written 'em dówn— 
The Mother-in-law and the Dude, . 

Chicago girl's boot and the Congressman’s loot, 
And the Young Wife's slack-baked food. 

* My liver is torpid, I'm losing in girth, 
My brain’s slowly oozing away; 

Oh, the ghastliest joke on this whole wide earth 
Is this being sunny for pay 1” 

* * * 


* * * * * 
He sits to-day in his easy chair s 

‘With a smile on his plunip, round cheek ; 
"There's an unctuous roll in his voice whene'er : 


He laughs or he tries to Speak. 


For he writes the “Death Notices—one line per 
dime,” . 
And he pens all the elegies sad; 
He revels in “Accidents,” “Murders,” and “Crimes,” 
Aud “ One More Good Man Gone Bad !" 


As he writes up the items of *Scalded Child " 
His “asides” keep the room in a roar ; 
For his wit runs riot in fancies wild, 
Since he’s funny for pay no more. 
—Richard Lloyd. 


“Ma, he said, as he suddenly looked up from 
his book, *how much do you owe the cook?" 
I believe there are three 
months’ wages due her.” ‘Say, why don't you 
reorganize the kitchen?” “What do you mean. 
Robert?" ** Why, when pa and the other fellows 
get hold of a railroad, they reorganize, and every- 
body gets left. Let's reorganize on Haunah, 
beat her out of thirty-six dollars, and whack on 
the boodle."— Wall Street News. 1 


TO THE MAN WHO ASKED: IS IT WARM?” 
Sing hey ! for a caldron of boiling oil, 
And a basin of molten lead, 
‘Where this obdurate sinner may sizzle and boil 
And tropically soak his head. 


Who says to his brother in sweltering stew, 
With a gurgle of fervid glee, 

“Ts it torrid enongh-to-day for you? 
It’s not warm enough for me." 


, May he singe and toast, and simmer aud roast, 
And char, and kindle, and burn, 
And scorch and singe till his soul will cringe, 
And his body to cinders turn, 


Then the blistering heat of a furnace-fire, 
Shall accomplish his just cremation, 

And fagots and peat be his funeral-pyre 
To finish his incineration. z 


‘And thus this fellow we'll ardently kiln, 
And listen with joy to his moans ; 

And when he has carbouized all that he will 
We'll each take one of his bones; 


And waving the calcined remains of him, 
A Parseean dance will do; 
And shout this jocnlar requiem : 
“Ts it hot enough now for you?” 
—Buffalo Express, 


No amount of piled-up age can make a good 
thing bad, or a useless thing useful. This nine- 
teenth century is noisy enough without having to 
bear the infliction of medieval noises that lost all 
significance and sense a century ago. In the 
time of Queen Elizabeth, it was well enough to 
ring the church-bells to tell the time, to summon 
church-goers to their devotions, to sound the 
curfew, and to giv the alarm when fire or violence 
threatened the townsfolk. But what earthly 
reason is there to-day, when cvery man can hav a 
clock at home, and when almost every man hasa 
watch in his pocket, for the maddening clangor of 
the church-bells, rending the air day and night, 
hammering Sunday from a day of rest into a day 
of nerve-racking uneasiness? There is no end of 
poetry about the chutch-bells. Poets beyond 
count hav taken each his turn at entreating us to 
listen to their music or their melody or their 
tender tones. But the poetry has pretty thor- 
oughly gone out of the church-bells. To-day they 
nre—at]leastin all cities and large towns—simply 
an unmitigated nuisance. They serve no end 
whatever. Auy man who has a dollar of his own 
ean buy aclock. A house without a clock isabout 
as rare as a house without a roof. People know 
when it is ten, or half-past ten, or eleven, on Sun- 
day morning, as well as they know when the 
hours come on the other days of the week. 
Church-going people do not, the most of them, liv 
within call of the bells of their own particular 
churches. Aud they are on their way to their 
Sunday services long before the bells begin to 
ring. We can never get statistics of the absolute 
misery and suffering caused by the discordant 
clamor of a great city’s hundreds of discordant 
bells. But we know that the untimely ringing 
breaks the scant sleep of the weary, tortures the 
sensitiv nerves of the sick, and annoys the entire 
populace, without serving any purpose whatever, 
beyond pleasing those agreeable people who want 
to hav everything done in this century as it was 
done in other centuries; and who ought to be 
relegated to some limbo where they may practice 
upon each other the barbarism they pretend to 
admire,—Puck, 


al 


Paine Vindicated! 


—0— 


À thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Observers slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 
both the slanders aud 
their refutation, 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, 


.—0— 


The New. York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. 


60pp. Price 10 cents; 12 copies, $1. 


A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR. 


` This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s — 


dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 


| pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 


Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 
18pp. Price 5 cents; 25 for $1.00. 


: For these two pamphlets address E 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton. PL, New York. 


WHATS TO BE DONE? ` 


A NIHILISTIC ROMANCE. ' 


By N. G. TCHERNYCHEWSKY. - With a portrait 
of the Author, Translated by BENJ. 
R. Tucker, ‘ 


Written in Prison. Suppressed by the Czar, The 
Author Over Twenty Years an Exile in Sibe- 
ria. Russian Edition worth $600 a Copy. 
First American Edition Exhauste 

in Four D Second now 
Ready. An Elegant 
i Volume of 830 
Pages. 


PRESS COMMENTS ; à 


To call the book the “Uncle Tom's Cabin” of ~ 


Nihilism is scarcely extravagance, —Boston Adver- 


(ser, : 2; 

‘It is perhaps the book which has most power- 
fully influenced ‘the’ youth of Russia in their 
growth into Nihilisin, and it is remarkable and 
noteworthy as a work which has played so impor- 
tanta part in the political and social history of 
the century.—Boston Courier, || 

Asa reve:ation of folk life it is invaluable; we 
hav no other Russian pictures that compare with 
it. —Providence Star. NE 

The characters are 80 strongly and vividly drawn 
that the interest in their fate becomes intense as 
the thread of the narrativ is slowly unwound.— 
Boston Saturday Evening Gazette. . i 

When we come to consider the publication of 
such books as Flauberts ** Salammbo " and Teher- 
nychewsky’s “ What's To Be Done?" we cannot 
avoid the conclusion that something must hav 
happened to the society for the suppression of 
indecent literature.—5t, Louis Republican, 
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THE GHOST IN THE METHODIST CHURCHYARD. 


“Lo! what an entertaining sight are brethren who agree.”—Old Hymn. 


 dlofes and Clippings. 


Te pope has placed a red. hat on the head 
of a Canadian gentleman named Taschereau, 
so that Canada may not be behind the United 
States in the matter of cardinals. 

Tae Concord (Mass.) School of Philosophy 
is holding its annual sessions. At last ac- 
counts the esoteric significance of Dante’s 
works was being learnedly discussed. 


“Tre Immaculate Conception Academy ” 
isthe queer name of a Catholic seminary 
for young ladies at Davenport, Iowa. The 
production of any modern Marys need not 
necessarily be looked for. 


Tur Christian at Work has an article on 
t How to Select a Boy." If that journal 
would giv its readers something on ** How to 
Select à Girl" it would come nearer fulfilling 
the high office of a religious paper. 


TueErE is something destructiv about relig- 
jous ice-cream. At a festival held last week 
by a Baptist church at Eastport, Me., the 
minister and forty others. were seriously 
poisoned by eating the deadly substance. 


. Tur notion that the world would come to 
an -end on the 15th of last month at two 
o'clock in the afternoon was believed by an 
immense multitude of the more ignorant 
classes in Madrid, Spain. At that time more 
than a thousand persons assembled on the 


" hights of Vistelles, and tremblingly waited 


for the catastrophe. ‘‘Many curious phe- 
nomena were seen in the sky by the excited 
spectators, as, for instance, St. Peter walking 
in the midst of & red cloud, but the end did 
not come.” Some person finally stated that a 


mistake had been made in the calculation, 
and the wreck of matter and the crush of 
worlds would occur on the 24th of June, and 
the crowd dispersed. 

Presiprnt Dwieut, in a recent speech, 
said that Yale is a Christian college, and a 
few minutes later affirmed that it was a pro- 
gressiv university. This, says the Boston 
Transcript, is what Hosea Biglow would call 
heading north of south. 

A PRESBYTERIAN editor writes to a Meth- 
odist editor: ** Usually it is not worth while 


to reason with a fanatic, because he will giv- 


his fancies all the authority of your facts.” 
Anyone who has ever attempted to reason 
with either a Methodist or a Presbyterian will 
be able to appreciate the truth of that remark. 


Mrs. Downs, the wife of Parson Downs, of 
Boston, says that the latest charge against 
her husband, supported by a child four 
months old, and the affidavits of. the child’s 
mother and other persons, is part of a con- 
spiracy to ruin him. The rest of the con- 
spiracy is supposed to be the Rev. Mr. 
Downs's ministerial relations with the woman 
who is prosecuting him. 

Tux fecundity of the religious liar is some- 
thing remarkable. This is the latest: ** BRAD- 
ForD Junorion, W. Va., July 24th—Simon 
Wilcox, a farmer here, was formerly an en- 
thusiastic church-member, but on Thursday 
last, when he surveyed the ruin of his crops 
wrought by a hail storm, he began to curse 
his maker for allowing such destruction. In 
the midst of his curses he was suddenly 
stricken with paralysis, and could not leave 
the spot. There his neighbors found him, 
and they say they-could not release him, as 
he was surrounded by a circle of intense heat. 


When they tried to push him out of it with a 
pole the pole burnt off, and it was not until 
toward evening that the mysterious heat dis- 
appeared. Then the unfortunate man fell 
down unconscious, and was picked up a rav- 
ing maniac.” In the presence of such monu- 
mental lies as this, the ordinary yarns about 
faith-cures pass as harmless fibs. 


Tur St. Louis, Mich., Herald has a plain 
way of speaking. Here is an item from that 
paper: ‘‘ A Candidate for Hell.—The great- 
est indignation prevails among our citizens 
who hav become acquainted with the facts 
over the late barbarous acts of the Methodist 
minister, Rev. Geo. Donaldson, in pounding 
and otherwise maltreating his children. Last 
Wednesday, for some cause, either fancied or 
real, he pounded his twelve-year-old son till 
-the boy’s mother was forced to call in neigh- 
bors, fearing that the boy would be killed. 
‘This Rev. scab seems to be a brute of the 
first water, and if the church does its duty it 
will hop onto him with both feet. But the 
chances are that they will still go and hear 
him preach, and if they do, we mark it down 
right here that in the Herald's opinion they 
are the same sort of hypocritical lice that he 
is." 

THERE has been a revival of religion in 
Marion, Ind. Following is the St. Louis 
Jepublicam's account of one evening's devo- 
tions: “Sunday night witnessed the wildest 
and most extravagant scenes yet enacted. 
Such shouting, such, jumping, such hal. 
lelujahs, such delightful, promiscuous, and 
abandoned hugging of brothers and sisters in 
the Lord presented a scene the like of which 
has never before been witnessed in this coun- 
try. It was a wild, unrestrained saturnalia 


of unbridled passion and emotion. The con- 
verts who were stricken down by the hand of 
God prior to their conversion relate wonder- 
ful tales of being suspended by a hair over 
the pit of hell, of being fanned by the sul- 
phurous breezes from the infernal regions, of 
looking into boiling caldrons, of being nib- 
bled at by the fiery serpents and grinning 
devils, of being saved by the outstretched 
hand of a pitying providence.” 


Tux following sentiments were elicited 
from Colonel Ingersoll in an interview in cur- 
rent circulation: ‘‘The only benefit of the 
Knights of Labor to the workingmen arises 
from the discussions that take place. But in 
this country such organizations cannot do 
great good. The laboring men should re- 
dress all their grievances by the ballot. The 
poorest man can vote just as often as the rich 
man, and his vote counts just as much. As 
long as the laboring man follows the drum 
and fife of a political party, just so long he 
will hav grievances. Let labor organize, not 
to boycott, not to strike, but to vote. His 
ballot is the weapon to be used. The work. 
ingman will find that without revenge and 
without riot the world can be made better, 
and the capitalist will find that starvation 
prices for his laborers will finally starve him. 
He will find that property gets its value from 
the colonization of the people, from general 
prosperity; that he cannot injure others with- 
out injuring himself. I believe that in a few 
years public opinion will become so enlight- 
ened and humane that only those who giv 
good wages for reasonable hours will be con- 
sidered as honest men. My sympathies are 
with the workers. The millionaires can take . 
care of themselvs." 
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Communications. 


es Queensland. 

The great colony of Quéenland, Australia, is com- 
parativly new. The sands of Moreton Bay first bore 
the footprints of the pioneer navigator who landed 
upon its shores over sixty years ago, and gave the 
` name of Brisbane to the magnificent river which 
empties into the bay. 

In 1825 a penal settlement was founded at the 
mouth of the river, and convict gloom hung over these 
fair shores, tainting the atmosphere and retarding 
settlement until 1839, when the last batch of convicts 
were landed here. Ten years later the first free 
emigrants arrived, and settled in what was then the 
bush, but now a crowded suburb of Brisbane, twelve 
miles from the bay, and to which they gave the name 
of the good ship which had brought them across the 
waste of trackless waters. In their pursuit of a new 
home in this land of promis, Fortitude Valley was the 
chosen name and link that bound them to the far-off 
past. It was not until 1859 that the colony of 
Queensland was proclaimed by imperial command, 
and its first governor was Sir George Fergurson 
Bowen. From this point may be dated its true 
progress. Queensiand has an area of 678,600 square 
miles, with an extent of seaboard of about 2,500 
miles, and thrift, energy, and wealth are evidenced 
` upon every hand. The coast swarms with vessels, 
from the majestic mail steamers from the Old World 
to the humble fishing-boat, while inland railways 
hurry rich freight to interior cities. Far away in the 
silent bush towns hav arisen, the country is parceled 
out and fenced off; the boom of the miner's blast, the 
crush of the quartz-crushing mill, the shrill whirl of 
the saw, the bleating of millions of sheep, the lowing 
of hundreds of thousands of cattle, the crack of the 
teamster’s whip, hav awakened the echoes, and this 
great continent that has lain for ages in these southern 
waters the home of the bushman, the kangaroo, and 
the emu, is silent no longer, but has awakened to life 
and activity, and started in the race of progression. 

The colony appears to be divided into three grand 
divisions, each eminently adapted to its own peculiar 
industry. Parallel with the eastern coast runs a high 
range of mountains, distant from twenty to one hun- 
dred miles from the sea—a continuation of the Blue 
~ mountains of New South Wales and the great Au- 

stralian Alps. Between this range and the ocean we 
find a wide belt of alluvial soil, through which mean- 
der many fine rivers and their tributary streams. 
Beyond the coast range is a vast table-land, with its 
level or gently undulating plains stretching away like 
the vast prairies of America to the distant sunset. 
These three well-defined divisions are each devoted 
to different industries. The alluvial coast lands are 
devoted to timber-getting and agriculture. 
the woodsman with his ax appeared upon the scene, 
the river banks were clothed with a heavy growth of 
timber, among which the stately Moreton Bay pine, 
the red cedar, and the imperishable beech grew to 
_ enormous size. The expiring sigh of the last tree as 
it fell was the signal for the farmer to step in with 
axand brand. The jungle was quickly cleared, and 
in its place appeared maize, cotton, tobacco, and 
sugar, adding another charm to the already beauti- 
fied rivers. 
hight of over three thousand feet, a different sight 
meets theeye. The basaltic plains of the table-lands 
are covered with a luxuriant growth of nutritious 
grasses, and dotted with flocks and herds. In 1858 
gold was discoyered in the Coast Range. At this 
magic word the third great division resounded with 
the hum of busy men. Queensland, says a recent 
chronicler, has thus built up three great industries, 
and the census of 1883 showed a population of 
"287,475 persons. The census has recently been 
taken; the results not yet reported. 
Brisbane, the capital of Queensland, is a pretty 
town, situated upon both banks of the Brisbane 
river, like San Francisco, beautified with hills and 
valleys, and contains about sixty thousand inhabit- 
ants, and, for its age, promises to be no mean rival of 
. Sydney or Melbourne, as it can well be, as it is five 
hundred miles from the former and one thousand 
and sixty miles from the latter city. Its schools are 
numerous and well conducted. In an act passed by 
Parliament in 1875, three cardinal principles were 
incorporated into its school provisions, namely, that 
education in the colony should be free, secular, and 
compulsory; and of these provisions the first and 
second are well maintained. In outside distritts the 
population is too limited and widely scattered to en- 
force the last provision. A shrewd observer has said 
that in a Queensland state school a teacher may 
impress upon a boy that a lie is wrong because it 
may injure another, or because it is a violation of the 
laws of veracity, which should ever be observed, 
because by so doing the welfare of the community is 
maintained ; but the teacher must not enforce truth- 
fulness because lying 1s an offense against God. The 
school laws require that secular teaching must be 
given five hours in a day, except for infant classes; 
after that any minister or religious person of good 


Before: 


Across the range, which towers to a. 


standing may visit the school and. impart religious 
instruetion to those who are willing to stay and listen 
toit. But none is compelled to remain. At the end 
of 1884 there were 263 state schools open and in op- 
eration in Queensland, with a staff of 1,152 teachers 
(554 males, 598 females), with an enrolment of 
52,556 scholars, besides numbers of private and de- 
nominational schools, of which the Catholics hav a 
large percentage—but they receive no state support. 

Queensland is immensely rich in minerals, and but 
a small portion of its wealth has as yet been dis. 
covered. It would seem that the only thing lacking 
here is water. Whisky is plenty, and those who are 
engaged in its traffic are on the road to wealth, as 
far as pounds and shillings are concerned. I see by 
home papers which we receive that a move is on foot 
by some parties to make Saturday afternoon a half- 
holiday, as it is in the colonies. While I am in 
favor of every progressiv move, or a step in advance, 
I do not see from its workings here that it would be 
any benefit to the masses. Here all laborers quit 
work Saturday noon, and receive their week's wages, 
and a large per cent of them make straight for the 
“pub,” as it is called. There are no gilded saloons 
here, as in America, but to sell liquor a publican 


must hav a house built on a certain pattern regulated | 


by law. He must hav accommodations for a certain 
number of boarders and lodgers. He can then be- 
come à licensed victualer; that includes liquor-sell- 
ing to an unlimited extent up to eleven o'clock at 
night six nights in a week, but on Sunday to get a 
drink—even a glass of beer—a man must be a trav- 
eler, and be seven miles from where he slept. On 
Saturday, I heard a publican say, it was nothing un- 
usual to take from £60 to £70 over his bar, hence it 
looks to me as if it would be much better for those 
men and their families if they did their usual day's 
work on Saturday, and would be better still if they 
received their wages on Monday. Then their wives 
would be better able to provide for the family wants. 
But holidays seem to be the rule here—a week at 
Christmas, four days at Easter, besides state and 
religious holidays without number, and some parties 
are trying to get a two days’ holiday for the queen's 
birthday, and to celebrate the fiftieth year of her 
reign. But republicanism is taking deep root with 
the people. No sentiment receives more earnest 
applause than republican principles enunciated from 
the platform, and Freethought is growing. The 
seed which Mr. Tyerman, Professor Denton, and 
others hav sown in the past is now yielding a rich 
harvest. 

Mr. York has given two courses of lectures here in 
Brisbane to large and increasing audiences, and is to 
giv the third course, besides holding a debate of six 
nights with a Mr. H. A. Long—a new importation 
from Scotland, who styles himself the King of the 
Glasgow Green. He announces that his especial 
mission here is to put up the flood-gates and stop 
the great wave of Infidelity that is sweeping over 
the colonies. He had written to his son-in-law in 
Brisbane to get up a debate for him, so he chal- 
lenged Mr. York, in Mr. Long's. name, before his 
arrival. On the arrival of Mr. Long from Glasgow, 
the Christians received him with open arms. The 
Young Men’s Christian Association made an espe- 
cially warm place for him under their wings; the 
churches gave him a big tea-meeting, and the minis- 
ters made speeches of welcome, and felt that it was 
providential that our brother had arrived just at this 
time to stay the great evil that was now in their 
midst (Freethought revival). Brother Long calmed 
their fears by promising to soon pump the Infidel 
dry, for nothing could withstand the truth as it is in 
Jesus. The topics for debate are: 

1. Christian Theism vs. Atheism. 

2. Evolution vs. Mosaic Creation. 

8. Plenary Inspiration of the Bible. 

4. Origin of Christianity. 

5. Secularism as a Civilizer vs. Christianity. 

The coming debate is exciting much interest. 
Over one hundred gentlemen hav sent in their names 
as a committee for Mr. York, to offset the churches 
and Young Men's Christian Association behind Mr. 
Long. 

Tho Rev. Mr. McCulloch, Presbyterian (Mr. Long 
is Calvanistic Presbyterian), in introducing Mr. Long 
to his congregation said that our brother was going 
down—he had liked to hav said amongst the disrepu- 
table, but would say—amongst the roughs, and hoped 
they would pray for him. So you see Presbyterian- 
ism is no better here than in our part of the world. 
: Mr. Long has written a book: “Calvanism Popu- 
larized and Carbonized." The debate is to come off 
the 8th, 9th, 10th, 15th, 16th, and 17th of June. 

The weather here is charming. They call it winter. 
The nights are cool sometimes a slight frost; the 
days bright and warm. This is the antipodes. The 
rains here are in the summer, leaving the winters dry 
and pleasant. The coldest months are May, June, 
and July; the warmest December, January, and 
February, when it is said to be decidedly hot. Mr. 


York's work will hold us here until the last of June, 


after which we expect to visit the principal towns of 
Queensland, going north as far as Townsville and 
Charters Towers, and get back to Sydney before the 


hot weather, when our present intention is to sail for 
home, which we hope to see by Christmas. ` 
Good wishes-for the readers of THE TRUTH Szexer, 
which reaches us every month. Mrs. J. L. Yorn... ` 
Brisbane, Queensland, Aus., May 24, 1886. : 
= — e 
Authorship of the Declaration of Independence. - 


In the year 1880 Prof. V. B. Denslow, then literary 
editor of the Chicago Times, published a book en- 
titled, “ Modern Thinkers,” in: which he says: 

As to the round, undisguised hand in which the original .- 
draft of the Declaration of Independence is written, it is not 
claimed to be Jefferson’s, and it seems to be very clearly 
that of Thomas Paine, who, as the most masterly rhetorician 
of the period, would naturally be called to write it, 

In an introduction to this book written by Colonel 
Ingersoll, he remarks : ] 

It is now claimed that the original document is in Paine's 
handwriting. It certainly is not in Jefferson’s. PIN 

This is all I ever heard about any claim that the ` 
original draft of the Declaration is in Paine’s hand- 
writing. But Professor Denslow was misled by a 
fac simile of an engrossed copy, and either he or 
Colonel Ingersoll soon afterward acknowledged the ' 
error. T 

The earliest: hint of Paine’s authorship of the Dec- 
laration, so far as I hav been able to discover, was in 
the Newark Gazette, October 5, 1802. -I quote the 
paragraph with the editor's own italics and capitals: 


It has loug been supposed that Mr. Jefferson drew up the 
Declaration of Independence. This report was raised .to 
further his election, and the philosopher has thought fit to 
countenance it. It was thought absolutely necessary to 
prove that he had done at least one good act in his life, and 
this was pitched upon. Mr. Jefferson was one of a com-. 
mittee of five, indeed, and after they had jointly drawn up 
the instrument it was given by Congress to a certain person, 
who, above all others, the Democrats would dislike to hear 
had corrected the writings of Mr. Jefferson for revision and 
amendment, and it was from this person it received the ELEGANT 
DRESS Ü now appears in, atr 

The statement that it was “jointly drawn up" by 
the committee we now know is not true. It is also 
untrue that “it was given by Congress to a certain 
person for revision and amendment." But after the 
instrument was adopted it was ordered by Congress 
to be engrossed, and that engrossment, for aught I 
know, may hav been done by Thomas Paine, who 
was a good penman. 

Twenty-five days after the appearance of the above 
paragraph in the Newark Gazette, Thomas Paine 
landed in Baltimore from a national ship, having been: 
brought over from France in the same by order of 
President Jefferson. 

Some time before this, probably when Jefferson 
ran as a candidate for the presidency in 1800, the 
Virginia Gazette threw out an intimation that the 
Declaration was drafted “by some anonymous per- 
son.” 

Now, Paine was anonymous all through the Amer- 


ican Revolution, and even until four years after his .' 


return to England. Hardly had he landed there in 
1787 before he issued an anonymous pamphlet en- 
titled, “ Prospects on the War.” Four years later 
he came out openly as the author of the “Rights of 
Man.” Then some critic, by comparison of the style, 
detected him as the author of the former pamphlet, 
and it was reissued in his name. 

This little pamphlet is remarkable as containing 
Paine’s only allusion to Junius, which, however, was 
intended to be anonymous. But a further discovery 
in 1880, first by Librarian Spofford and then by me, 
that Paine was ‘‘ Casca," an anonymous contributor 
to the “ Weekly Crisis" of 1755-6, published in Lon- 
don, diseloses one more allusion to Junius by Paine: 

Should galling Junius make a new attack 
(Whose lashes still are flagrant on your back), 
The libeler by some state bloodhound trace, 
And make him feel the terrors of your place. 

This was addressed to Lord Mansfield. And, by 

the. way, in the same epistle is the couplet: : ; 
These lines, inspired by Churchill’s laureled shade, 
I write, unknown, unpatronized, unpaid. 
How strikingly this parallels with Junius's private 
letter to Lord Chatham, January 14, 1772: “Re- 
tired and unknown, I liv in the shade, and hav only 
a speculativ ambition." And, again, see how it parai- - 
lels with both Junius and Paine, neither of whom 
would receive even the smallest portion of the profits 
of his literary works. Junius, * Casca,” and Paine 
al wrote “unknown, unpatronized, unpaid." An- 
other such a parallel cannot be found in all time. 

Franklin was probably the only person who 
knew—or suspected, if you please—that Paine 
was Junius. So, when: the task devolved on Jef- 
ferson to draw the Declaration of Independence, : 
Franklin could at once hand in to Jefferson a 
draft prepared by Paine, which was substan- 
tially an epitome of “Common Sense.” In copying 
that draft, Jefferson was at liberty to make verbal 
changes, which he doubtless did. Only two or three 
slight amendments were made by Adams and Frank- 
lin. But Congress mutilated the document shock- 
ingly. Some of its most eloquent passages were 
stricken out, particularly the entire paragraph relating 
to slavery and the slave trade. The pen of Jeffer- 
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‘son was never equal to such flights, and Colonel In- 
gersoll has well said: 

Certain it is that Jefferson could not hav written anything 
80 manly, so striking, so comprehensiv, so clear, so convinc- 
ing, and so faultless in rhetoric and rhythm. 

And Professor Denslow, after making a very able 
argument in favor of Paine's authorship of the docu- 
ment, concludes thus: 

Enough! The Declaration of Independence must here- 
after be construed as a fabric whose warp and woof were 
Thomas Paine's. l 
ae _ Now, if Paine was the substantial author of the 
Ta instrument, and yet wished to be unknown, as we 

m know was his policy up to that time and long after, 
Jefferson was placed in a somewhat embarrassing 
edis position. He neither dared to claim the authorship 
7... » nor to deny it. Accordingly, in notes written on the 
Spot, he says: : 

À committee was appointed to prepare a Declaration of 

Independence. The committee were John Adams, Dr. 

3 Franklin, Roger Sherman, Robert R. Livingston, and my- 
~ ^ Self. This was reported to the House on Friday, the 28th of 
^.. > June, when it was read and ordered to lie on the table. 

. There is no acknowledgment here. Eleven years 
| later, in 1787, he writes to the Journal de Paris & 
E pesos history of the events, which concludes as follows: 

l ` On the 28th of June the Declaration of Independence was 
reported to the House, and was laid on the table. 

` No acknowledgment here. Paine is in Paris, just 
on the eve of starting for London. 

In 1809, in answer to a proposal to publish his 
writings, after mentioning many of them, he says: 


I say nothing of numerous drafts of reports, resolutions, 
declarations, etc., drawn as a member of Congress or of the 


legislature of Virginia, such as the Declaration of Independ- 


ence, report of the money mint of -the United States, the act 
of religious freedom, etc. These having become the acts of 
`- public bodies, there can be no personal claim on them. 
This was nearly three months after the death of 
Paine, and yet Jefferson makes no personal claim. 
Ten years later he repeats his first account of the 
transactions, but makes no acknowledgment of 
authorship. : ; 
Two years later, in 1821, he again repeats the his- 
tory as before, but interpolates a clause as follows: 
The committee for drawing the Dcclaration of Independ- 
ae ence desired me to doit. J£ was accordingly done, and being 
p . -approved by them J reported it to.the House on Friday, the 
E 28th of June. . - 
m i Here is an indirect acknowledgment. Two years 
later, in August, 1823, at the age of eighty, he writes; 
I consented. Idrew it. | 
Again, in 1825, he says once that he wrote it and 
e. (^ '. once he drafted it. Paine had been dead sixteen 
years, and in the next year Jefferson died. 
- .Qne remarkable passage in the Declaration was 
stricken out, to wit: 
At this very time, too, they are permitting their chief mag- 
jstrate to send over not only soldiers of our common blood, 
but Scotch and foreign mercenaries, to invade and destroy us. 


` In referring to this Jefferson said : 


When the Declaration of Independence was under the con 

. sideration of Congress, there were two or three unlucky ex- 

` pressions in it which gave offense to some members. The 

words ** Scotch and other foreign auxiliaries” excited the ire 
of a gentleman or two of that country. 

Now, Jefferson never had any antipathy to the 
Scotch, but Paine had, as is shown by a passage in 
his “ Prospects on the War,” or “Rubicon,” in 1787, 
where he alludes to Junius; also in numerous pas- 
sages in the letters of “Casca,” to say nothing of 
many more in the letters of Junius. But Jefferson, 
as might be expected, undertaking to quote Paine's 
draft of the Declaration, mistakes “auxiliaries” for 
“mercenaries,” and interpolates the word “other.” 
“Auxiliaries” is a word that Jefferson might hav 
written, -but it is not found in the Declaration. 
** Mercenaries" is a word that Paine would be quite 
likely to use, and it occurs twice in the instrument. 

The idea entertained by some that Jefferson con- 
sulted * Common Sense” in drawing the Declaration 
is exploded by Jefferson himself, who says: 

“Whether I had gathered my ideas from reading, I do not 
know. I know only that I turned to neither book nor pam- 
phlet while writing it. 

Of course not, for he had before him a complete 
draft, so that all he had to do was to copy it in his 
own hand. 

Furthermore, it is & question whether Jefferson 
had even read “Common Sense,” for, in speaking of 
Paine, he says: 

His * Common Sense” was for a while believed to hav 
been written by Dr. Franklin, and published under the bor- 
rowed name of Paine, who had come over with him [six 
months before him] from England. - 

The name of Thomas Paine was never prefixed to 
the numerous early editions of * Common Sense? 
In the second edition he adds to the introduction this : 

Who the author of this production is, is wholly unneces- 
sary to the public, as the object for attention is the doctrin, 
not the man. Yet it may not be unnecessary to say that he 
is unconnected with any party. 

j And here, by the way, let me note a striking 
parallel between the above and a similar passage in 

: a private letter of Junius only recently brought to 

: .light. For two years before the Junius series began 


s 


caustic anonymous letters, signed “Lucius,” * At- 
ticus,” etc. The writer, being an admirer of George 
Grenville, addressed to him three private letters, in 
which he avowed his authorship of “almost every- 
thing that for two years past has attracted the at- 
tention of the public.” In the last of these three 
letters, dated Oct. 20, 1768, he says: ` 

It may be proper to assure you that no man knows or ever 
suspects the author. Thav no connection with any party. 

Such was Junius and such was Paine. And this 
is only one of more than three hundred parallels of 
character, conduct, opinion, style, sentiment, and 
language between the two Revolutionary writers. 

Only a small part of the evidence that Paine was 
the substantial author of the Declaration has been 
presented in this article. But is there not enough 
even here to prove not only that he was its author, 
but that he never intended to claim it, any more than 
the authorship of the Letters of Junius? . 

Did Jefferson, therefore, tell a lie after reaching 
the age of fourscore, when he said, ^I drew it?" 
Yes, but it was, perhaps, the whitest lie a statesman 
ever told. Everybody believed at last that he did 
draw it, and how could he ever dream that forty-six 
years after his- death Joel Moody, Esq., of Mound 
City, Kansas, would discover and demonstrate that 
Thomas Paine was the author of the Letters of 
Junius and the Declaration of Independence ? 

- ‘Wm. Henry Burr. 
Washington, D. C., July 18, 1886. 


Jefferson an Abolitionist. | 


To rae Epiror or Tue Trova Seeker, Sir: In a 
late issue of Tus Trurs SEEKER is an article entitled, 
“ Jefferson and the Declaration of Independence,” in 
which the author says substantially that the only 
alterations in the Declaration as Jefferson wrote it 
were a few verbal changes made by Franklin and 
Adams as interlineations, and thus it was reported to 
the committee, and by the committee to Congress. 
I am reminded by this of the subjoined extract from 
au address by Hon. George G. Vest, United States 
senator from Missouri, delivered at the commence- 
ment exercises of the Missouri University last year. 
It so impressed me at the time that I clipped it out 
and preserved it. I do not know where the senator 
got his data, but hav no doubt of its correctness, as 
the ex- Confederate Congressman could hav no motiv 
in representing the great patron saint of Democracy 
as an Abolitionist if it were not true. 

The following is the extract referred to: 

It is the very irony of history that of all the slaveholding 
states Virginia should hav suffered most in defending an in- 
titution forced upon her people by the greed of Old and New 
England, in opposition to the judgment and wishes of her 
most distinguished men. 

As far back as 1770 Virginia had protested against the in- 
troduction of African slaves, but the protest was silenced by 
the royal edict, and the traffic went on. i 

In 1776 Jefferson framed with his own hand an indictment 
of the king of Great Britain in the following words: 

“ He has waged cruel war against human nature itself, vio- 
lating its most sacred rights of life and liberty in the per- 
sons of a distant people who never offended him, captivating 
them and carrying them into slavery in another hemisphere, 
or to incur miserable death in their transportation thither. 

“ This piratical warfare, the opprobrium of Infidel powers, 
is the warfare of the Christian king of Great Britain. Deter- 
mined to keep open a market where men should be bought 
and sold, he has prostituted his negativ for suppressing every 
legislativ attempt to prohibit or restrain this execrable com- 
merce. 

** And that this assemblage of horrors might want no fact 
of a distinguished dye, heis now exciting those very people to 
rise in arms among us, and to purchase that liberty of which 
he has deprived them by murdering the people on whom he 
has obtruded them, thus paying off former crimes com- 
mitted against the liberties of one people with crimes which 
he urges them to commit against the lives of another." 

These burning sentences were a part of the Declaration of 
Independence as originally written by Jefferson and reported 
to Congress, but so strong was the influence of South Caro- 
lina, Georgia, and New England in favor of the slave trade 
that the words were stricken out, and the Declaration was 
adopted as we now see it. 

It is certainly to be hoped by all lovers of liberty 
that Mr. Vestis correct. Indeed, he must be, as our 
great Infidel president was true to reason on all 
other questions. Certainly, the language of the re- 
jected paragraphs is in keeping with the same senti- 
ment that formed the first sentence of that world- 
famous Declaration, beginning, “ We hold these truths 
to be self-evident, that all men are created free and 
equal." 

Let us be glad that Jefferson wrote these indict- 
ments. It givs us Freethinkers a double claim on 
him. But gladder still let us be that the ex Confed- 
erate senator recites and applauds them as character- 
istic of their great author. Is it not wonderful, this 
evolution of ideas, that Vest can and does applaud 
and approve them now, and I (a scion of a slave-hold- 
ing family) am rejoicing at the fact ? 

Iam sorry to admit that I hav never read a life of 
Jefferson except in a biographical dictionary or en- 
cyclopedia. Perhaps if I had I might be better in- 
formed as to his antislavery principles as well as to 
his Infidelity. Can you cite me a reliable life of 
Thomas Jefferson? J don't want * Sparks's." 

Freeman, Mo., July 4, 1886. T. M. Horne. 


[James Parton's “Life of Jefferson” is the book 


Ahe British public had been excited by a multitude of | Mr. Horne will find most serviceable. “Jefferson’s 


Works," edited by H. A. Washington, are too volu- 
minous for ordinary purposes.—Ep. T. 8.] 
o 


"The Beneficial Result of One Picture. 


Inasmuch as a few fear that the TRUTH SEEKER 
illustrations will do harm, I wish to say that the 
picture on taxing church property prompted me to 
make a Fourth of July oration in which I raised the 
subject of church taxation before a large audience, 
and also I improved the opportunity to say a kind 
word for Thomas Paine. I got anarticle on the sub- 
ject into a Detroit paper whose circulation is forty 
thousand, and again I got the subject before another 
forty thousand, as you can see by the following arti- 
cle, which you will please publish, that the fault- 
finders may ree what good just one picture has done. 
Only think—some one has found a Christian neigh- 
bor who didn't like the pictures, and just one of 
them has caused me through the press to lay the 
subject of church taxation before one hundred thou- 
sand readers, of whom thousands are Christians. 

Now, if your readers could induce you to publish 
one hundred thousand copies of that picture, with 
the following letter on its opposit side, for gra- 
tuitous distribution, I feel that the victory on taxing 
churches is ours: 

MR. BABOOCK'S LETTER IN A DETROIT PAPER. 

To the Editor: At a public mecting a short time since 
O. W. Barker, a church-member, in his speech introduced 
the subject of church and state. He believed in the separa- 
ticn of church and stute, and held that the Bible in the 
schools is of a very doubtful policy. I followed the speaker 
and complimented him by indorsing his opinion, and when I 
said that I also believed in the taxation of church property. 
there was ar almost universal nod from the audience. 

I spoke of the enormous amount of untaxed church prop- * 
erty, and said there is $746,294,833 untaxed church properly 
in the United States, whilst the sheriff otten has to sell the 
property of the poor at sheriffs sale to get the tax which 
they were unable to pay. Rev. R. D. Btearus, the St. Johns 
Episcopal minister, who opened the meeting by reading a 
prayer, and who no doubt thinks it ill manners for one to 
get up and leave while he is talking, got up and left while I 
was talking. But why, oh, why did he leave? 

Now, that I may convince the good man and others that 
my opinions on church taxation are well founded, and upon 
the principle of justice, 1 will; for example, speak of his own 
church. Hon. O. L. Spaulding, au ex-member of Congress, 
and rich, perhaps is the head man, and there are many others 
who are rich, and in all are worth $200,000 or more. Now, 
can’t all of these rich men united afford to paya tax on their 
little church, as easily as the goor widow who livs just across 
the street from their church can atford all alone to pay the 
tax on her little home? lt would be more just to exempt 
her and tax the church than to exempt the church and. tax 
her. Why exempt the rich and tax the poor? She must 
pay, or somebody pay for her, or there will be a sherili?s 
sale. : 

Now, who built and who supports the church? Why, it 
gets à large donation irom Deuvit, gud its members giv a 

little and then send out its brigade of beggars who beg the 
rest. Now, after paying so hue, these rich members can ` 
afford and ought io pay tax on tueir little church. Even 1 
gave this church more than $100, und yet its preacher gets 
right up and leaves while 1 um talking about the justice of 
taxing church property ! . s 

Now,I wantalaw that will not oppress the widow, that 
will be a little easy on the poor, or else tax churches as weil 
as others. I want the law so that when the assessor next 
shall call on the poor widow he can say to her, ** You're ex- 
cused,” or else compel him to call on Rev. Mr. Stearns and 
if he finds that the new parsonage in which he livs cost 
$1,800, get out his book and mark it down. Of course, I 
may be wrong, but I think that I am rather souud on the 
subject of taxing church property. : 

lf a man thinks so little of his God as not to be willing to 
help pay the tax on his house, his religion is rather poor. 
Trinity church, of New York, hus millions of dollars ou 
which it pays no tax; its paper would sell for one hundred 
cents on the dollar, but its religion, to an honest man, 
wouldu't sell for half of one cent on the dollar if his idea: 
were anything like my ideas upon the subject of religion. 


St. Johns, Mich., July 16, 1886. M. Bascoox. 
i ————— — 
Who Pays? 

A false theory cannot be made to work out accu- 
rately. Protection is so false that it exposes itself in 
every instance where it has been tried. It is based 
on the theory that wages come from capitals accumu- 
mulated by taxation or some other means than by the 
daily exertions of the laborers. If protection is the 
true theory, we shall find wages best where the em 
ployers are most independent of competitiou—that 
is, where they are best protected. Coal-mine owners 
are protected by tariff, and also by their power of 
closing mines and raising prices. Surely here is the 
best protection conceivable. Diamond-cutters are 
protected by the enormous value of the material. 
Few persons can invest thousands of dollars in a 
stone. Railway companies that pool are soundiy 
protected. 

- The truth is, labor creates its own wages day by 
day. Labor never is paid out of any other fund than 
that which it creates. The men who operate a rail- 
way are paid out of the earnings created by their 
labor. The more that is taken out of these earnings 
in high salaries, stock dividends, high cost for mate- 
rials, the less there is to reward labor. The whole 
system of Jabor is so delicately adjusted that any ab- 
normal interference puts all out. The higher your 
wages, the less must be mine. 

The laborers are vitally interested in the largest, 
healthiest consumption possibie. It is consumption 
givs labor employment, not increased profit or 
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capital. The moment you strike at.consumption you 
assault labor. The most fatal stroke at consumption 
is given by unnecessary increased prices. Our sole 
hope is in the demand of the great masses who are 
women and children. They can afford no dear 
luxuries. 

But will not very low prices make wages low? No. 
So long as there is the least profit left, wages keep 
pace with consumption. Meanwhile the laborer finds 
his savings are really increased, because he gets the 
advantage of the general low prices. If railway fare 
and living get so low that their cost is a trifle, com- 
parativly, the laborer is on an equality with the wealth- 
iest. To labor is no misfortune. No rich man can 
possibly, in the nature of things, enjoy life as much 
as do the poor, when all the opportunities of travel, 
of living, are so cheap that the laborer can use them. 
The richest man has by nature more means of enjoy- 
ment than the poorest. On the other hand, kind 
Mother Nature has declared that whatever we are 
too familiar with becomes common and inferior. 

The day must come when all these great discover- 
ies and improvements shall-inure to the benefit of 
the great masses. It only needs that they shall 
understand that every great public need be admin- 
istered by the people for the common weal, such as 
banking, transportation of persons and property, in- 
surance, telegraphy, etc., so that the immense profits 
of all such shall go to the people in reduced taxation 
and better opportunities. 

Were governments properly administered instead 
of taxation there would be distribution to the masses. 

Take away taxation and where would protection 
be? which is really taxing many for a few, a wretched 
violation of first principles. 

Every steel rail on our roads has cost several dol- 
lass more than necessary because the men who own 
the roads control the manufacture of the rails, and 
charge the public more for freight, etc., to repay 
themselvs. Is not this monstrous? 

CLARKE Irvine. 
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News and Notes. 
YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK. 

Up Paradise Valley, shining in the sun, along the 
sweeping Yellowstone and the range of mighty hills 
so precipitous that it seems as if mortal foot could 
never touch their towering peaks, by the solemn 
face of the sphinx who appears to be aweary of the 
problem of the ages, to Mt. Cinnabar and the Giant's 
Wall, smooth as the masonry of man, we go; and to 
the Devil's Slide—and a devil of a slide his majesty 
must hav had adown that bloody trail I don't be- 
lieve he had a particle of breeches left when he got 
through. He must hav been the “naked truth" 
itself when at the bottom. I wish that every devil— 
of a religion—could take such a slide as that. 

At Cinnabar we exchanged the iron. horse and its 
train for the stage coaches and rolled away beneath 
te solemn and gray peaks of Mt. Sepulcher to Mam- 
moth Hot Springs. Here the Cap of Liberty and 
th» Devil's Thumb were on guard at the foot of the 
T'erraces—the infinit-hued and crystal gates to the 
Wonderland. 

We passed the night at Cottage Hotel, and in the 


morning the sun flung its gorgeous banners over the 
beginning of our fairy journey. National Park is 
larger than Rhode Island and Delaware put together, 
and so itis no small task to survey in a five days 
march its many attractions. 

Our friend Henderson is a Scotch philosopher 
after the manner of Hume. He is a keen student, 
and also a poetic sight-seer. He knows all about the 
Park. He has examined every nook and corner, and 
compelled each water-drop to yield its sparkling se- 
cret. He has plucked the heart of its mystery from 
the grim mountain, the rugged rock, and darksome 
cave. He knows the history of every geyser, from 
its first bubble to its splendid maturity. If one 
wants a pleasant and profitable traveling companion 
he must take Henderson, who can show him more 
and tell him more than a dozen ordinary guides. 

We had the fortune to secure the services of this 
“ gray man of the Hermit’s Cave," and of course we 
‘disdained the ordinary stage route and purposed to 
take a free Bohemian ride through the Park—camp- 
ing where we would by stream or lake or in the heart 
of a voleano—for only to the daring adventurer will 
this wild region yield the “immediate jewel of its 
Soul" It has a noble scorn for the ruts of an ortho- 
dox journey. Only he who follows every whim and 
caprice can know the glory of this fantastic world. 

We were not alone. There was a genial company, 
and the grace of humanity was added to the grand- 
eurs of nature, and thus the poetic conditions of life 
were fulfilled. Humanity without nature is stupid. 
Nature without humanity is monotonous. Mingling 
together, there is the effluence of electric life. 

Our party was made up of Mr. G. L. Henderson, 


our guide and philosopher; his daughter, Miss Nellie. 


Henderson, and her friends from Dakota, Miss May 
and Miss Emma Poole—who, being born into the air 
of Liberalism, knew how to enjoy nature with un- 
trammeled minds. I always thought Dakota was to 
the far West, but when I understood that these 
friends had traveled nearly a day and a half to reach 
the Park I came to the conclusion that Dakota, like 
Maine, was away down Hast. I really wondered 
where I was, and if New York was not in some 
other planet. Mr. Wm. S. McLellan, of California, 
was also with us—a first-rate traveling companion, 
for he knew how to cook, pitch a tent, harness a 
horse, wash dishes, catch fish, and shoot a bear if 
necessary. These are the kind of friends to hav on 
a camping expedition—who are full of good nature 
and never grumble nor scold. They help to make 
the rough places smooth. 

I must not forget our horses Tobie and Tom. 
They are the most famous horses in the Park. They 
hav a transatlantic reputation. They can go right 
down a precipice almost as easily as along an ordi- 
nary road. They can draw as much as four animals 
of the average caliber. They are thoroughly good- 
natured, and work and eat with equal relish. They 
hav a heap of horse-sense, and are worthy of a harp— 
if they can play one—equally with many a saint. IfI 
meet them on the other side of Jordan I shall shake 
hands or “hoof it" with them to my great satisfac- 
tion. 

With such an outfit there’s no such word as fail 
any more than in “ the bright lexicon of youth." In 
the happy morning we went forth. First we passed 
the Cathedral- Rock, which loomed over like the 
solemnity of the ancient church, and seemed at one 
time to occupy all the sky ; but as we pressed on and 
up toward the Golden Gate it diminished its emi- 
nence and Bunsen’s Peak shone above it triumphantly 
superior, like the brow of science itself. 
the Golden Gate with its natural tower, and a lovely 
picture bursts upon our view—the falls of the Gar- 
dener floating like the exquisit drapery on the bridal 
head of some fair lady. We drank as if from some 
enchanted cup of the limpid waters that leaped to 
such glorious beauty. On we passed into Swan Lake 
Park. Here the snow peaks appeared in view—the 
Electric Mountain, brilliant with color, the King's 
Crown Bell, the Quadrant, the Pyramids, where the 
white banners of winter still flung their defiant lusters 
over the green valleys and plains. Across the Indian 
Creek and into the pleasant groves our journey pro- 
ceeds, and at noon we camp beside an ice-cold foun- 
tain whose waters are as delicious as ever touched the 
parched lips of the traveler. In the afternoon we 
reach Norris's Basin, where for the first tıme we look 
upon the wonderful geysers. The Constant or Min- 
ute Man dashed its torrents of boiling water to the 
sky at frequent and regular intervals. The Blue 
Volcano roared and bubbled; Whirlwind Hurricane 
sent forth its burning flood, which mysteriously dis- 
appears no one knows where; the Emerald Fountain 
spread its wondrous sheen as if its bosom were filled 
with jewels. The Monarch and Venus remained in 
obdurate quiescence, and would not declare their 
glory. So we passed on over the wide woaded 
ranges, and in early evening camped on the edge of 
the broad and beautiful Elk Park, through which 
like a winding looking-glass flows the Gibbon river. 
Beside its bank, amid a dozen or so of tall trees at the 
foot of Mt. Schurz, we found a convenient place, and 
instantly unpacked and pitched the tent and ate our 
suppers. After that we climbed a thousand feet over 


We pass 


the rugged breast of Mt. Schurz to the Monument 
Geysers. These towered upon our sight-like solemn 
ancient gravestones, as if here dead giants had found 
a burial-place—and perhaps they were roasting be- 


| neath, for from several pinnacles the steam was roar- ` 


ing forth. Close by is the Chromatic Canyon, blazing 
with a thousand colors, sweeping down to the banks 
of the Gibbon river. We remained in these weird 
chambers of the ages past until the wings of dark- 


ness began to fall, and then we ourselvs tumbled . 


down the mountain in reckless fashion, like children 
at play, and in a few minutes were in the grassy 
meadows again, ready for a night’s sleep. I had not 
made my bed on the ground since I was one of Uncle 


Sam's boys in blue, when lugging a musket and 


knapsack made the hardest kind of a rock a downy 
bed of ease. I enjoyed the outre experience, looking 
from my grassy cot to the infinit sky which was my 
roof, fretted with golden fire. Some of the stars 
seemed to be dancing in the tree-tops. I could hear 
the geysers afar off bursting and moaning on the 


mountain-top. The horses munched and munched - |. 
and I thought they never would get through eating. 


I lay awake until midnight, somewhat “ God-intoxi- 
cated,” like Spinoza, everything about me was so 
curious, awful, and enchanting. Such a vast lodging- 
house, all for nothing, was quite bewildering. I had 
to stretch myself to the utmost capacity in order to 
realize that I had any-existence at all. I felt sort 
of minute on that “everlasting couch” where so 
many millions were sleeping in the story below. 
Anon I would hear a faint music, a. very exquisit 
strain, and I did not know but that I was to pass 


through the experience of my. Theosophical friend. 


Chainey, and that some soft spiritual hand was to be 
placed upon my burning brow, and that delicious 
dreams would come. Oh, no; it was not an angel com- 
ing, but a musketo, and incontinently I ducked my 
head beneath the heavy canvas quilt which served 
for a covering. I always dodge musketoes—celestial 


glory to the contrary notwithstanding. I don’t like ' 
their bills; they are worse than lawyers’ or doctors’. 


bills. I'll giv them a check every time—a bank-check 
ifIhavit; that is,a sand-bank; or a note of hand with 
crushing effect. The sublime and ridiculous are 


always mingling in human life. I hardly ever contem- _ 


plate some bright orb where “love might be immortal,” 
but I am constrained: to vigorously slap a musketo 
without any regard to consequences. Such is “ the 
woven web of things that be." Finally, however, in 
spite of stars and musketoesand geysers and coyotes 
and mountain lions and flitting bats and shadowy 
horses and dancing trees, I went to sleep and awoke 


just as the sun was sending its first fiery darts over . 


the eastern fringe of hills, and with such an appetite 


that I no longer wondered that horses ate till mid- 


night. ' 

At this place, Camp Douglass, we met with Mr. 
James Hedges, and Mr. Jonas Hedges, and Mr. B. 
W. Baker, who were on a tour through the Park. 
They were old campaigners, miners, good fellows, 


and ready to lend a hand. We found them an ex- ` 


ceedingly pleasant addition to our little company, 
and we traveled together for the rest of the trip. 
Wednesday morning we wound along the Gibbon 
river, over the Golden Ford, whose smooth bottom 
glistens through the flowing stream up and across 
the Gibbon range. About nine o’clock we reached 
Gibbon Falls, tumbling and glittering twelve hun- 
dred feet below our track. It was almost a break- 
neck undertaking to get to the foot of the Falls down 
the steep and rocky embankment. The view, how- 
ever, amply repaid the toil. The careering waters 
presented a lovely picture. As I touched my lips to 
the bright current I could imagin that I was drink- 
ing from the foaming goblet of the gods. Close by 
was 8 cave ornamented with lustrous green moss and 
grass, fit boudoir for a nymph. I really thought I 
might see one. My heart was ready, if not my head. 
In its cosiest corner was a nest with three little birds 
chirping unanimously for food, while the mother was 
flying anxiously about. I wish that everybody was 


as musical as a bird when hungry. What a world of : 


harmony we should hav, for about nine-tenths of the 
human race are hungry all the time! 

About noon we reached Parnassus Basin, the home 
of poetry, where the “ Raven," *T'ritchies Well,” the 
“Heart of Evangeline,” and “ Thanatopsis, or the 
Big Blue,” painted by Moran; spread their wondrous 
colors. Deep down we look into the bosom of the 
earth, unfathomable spaces rich with emerald azure 
and mingling tints that no words can describe. The 
brilliant movements of the waters, now almost still, 
then bursting in white bubbles and streams, and 


radiating to the mobile surface, was simply intoxicat- ` 


img in its marvelous wealth of splendor. After din- 
ner the Great Fountain gave us a gorgeous dessert 
in the shape of one of its most ample ebullitions. Tt 
rises to the hight of one hundred and fifty feet, with 
massiv columns crossing one another in their up- 
ward course, shooting athwart like shining adver- 
saries, and falling to the earth in one'glorious tomb. 

Near by are the Painted Pots, one of the most 
curious workshops in this laboratory of nature. It 
seems as if a troop of fairies were in those magic 
depths making all sorts of flowers to adorn 
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ihe variegated surface. There is a continual 
motion, and white, purple, and crimson roses, lilies 
sunflowers, tulips, etc, form before the eye in 
.'. perfect beauty, some remaining for several minutes, 

and others coming and going at a breath. It was 
like moving marble shimmering into an ever-chang- 
ing flower garden, 

At evening’s hour we pitched in front of Old 
Faithful. Just at supper-time it surged upward and 
waved its banners over our Boston baked beans. 
Boston was nowhere, and so we ate the beans all up. 
We'then reamed amid the Hundred Geysers of the 
Upper Basin. The Lion and the Lioness spouted to 
our satisfaction. The Giantess was mute; when she 
will she will, and when she won't she won't. We 
saw the Ingersoll, beautiful and dashing; brilliant 
in allits phases, as it should be in honor of its name; 
also the Castle, almost constantly throwing out its 
_ jeweled picket-lines to see whether or not it should 
_ Send forth its grand eruption and surpass its gleam- 
ing foes. The Saw-mill sputtered and seemed to be 
hard at work over some unruly log; the Grand and 
the Splendid made no. motion ; the Mugwump, how- 
ever, made itself notable with its tremendous kick- 
ing; the Stalwart rose in steady columns; the Four 
Sisters. gleamed in: golden attire; the Specimen 
flashed its thousand colors to greet the sun; the 
Devil’s Punch Bowl was on hand (the devil knows 
'" how to enjoy life, for he keeps his punch bowl at the 
‘-boiling-point) ; the Giant was mum, and has been for 

three months, while the Fat Woman's Grotto arched 
its romantic roof, What a land of enchantment I 
seemed to bein! The silver moon arose, and all the 


night was charming. I couldscarcely sleep. I heard. 


the soft, vast thunder of the geysers. They flung 
their radiant pennons forth in blending masses, with 
innumerable trumpet tones, as if, like the Titans of 
old, they were summoning their glittering ranks to 
scale the battlements of heaven.. The morning came. 
The vapors rose like polished silver. As we bade fare- 
well to that grand and lovely scene, mingling the ter- 
` rific with the most exquisit elegance of nature's art, 
Old: Faithful shot aloft his brightest display, send- 
ing the diamond showers two hundred feet in air, and 
the rolling ‘steam three times that distance overhead, 
, Spreading over the groves and the. thousand-hued 
earth like the floating roof of some mighty palace. 


In the early forenoon of Thursday we came to 
Hell's Half Acre. If I were going to hell, I should 
come here. It would satisfy any ordinary sinner to 
plunge into this boiling abyss. It needs no New 
Version. Sheol is no name for it. From it, in bright 

. contrast, flows the River of Gold into the tumbling 
Fire Hole river. Not far off is Paradise Lake, 
over whose bosom roll the painted clouds, like the 
imagined gates of heaven, and around whose margin 
a thousand rainbows seem to be spread. The Cur- 
tain Lake appears, like the the entrance to some un- 
derground theater where mermaids sing and play, 
and trip the light fantastic toe. 
: We took dinner at Ehret's, and a royal feast it was. 
Ehret joined our forces for a fishing excursion, and 
. we thanked our stars, for we knew we should hav a 
. glorious supper of trout. We camped that night at 
Trout Creek Park, where bears do occasionally 
haunt and flare upon affrighted passengers. Ehret 
went a-fishing—so did I—in a winding valley that T 
might imagin was the Vale of Tempe, if it were not 
for the millions of musketoes. I believe the musketo 
is not a classical animal We caught a hundred or 
more fish. It will never be recorded on the pages of 
history how many of those fish I caught. I caught 
some, but I ate more than I caught. So much for 
cooperation. I believe in it with all my heart—-and 
digestiv apparatus. 

Early Friday morn we are. off to the Grand Can- 
yon. All along the way the vast and shining ranges 
of Mount Washburn seem to beckon us on to the en- 
chanted palace, where nature had wrought its master 
work. At eleven o’clock we arrive, eat a hasty meal, 
and hurry along the steep pathway to Lookout Point. 
What shall I say? It seemed when I first. looked 
upon that tremendous abyss that every atom of my 
body would dissolve, and I were as nothing in that 
bewildering world of wonder and terror. I had to 
close my eyes for a moment, as if a blaze of fire were 
sweeping across my vision. The magnificence of 
color is almost intolerable, as if some wandering sun 

‘had gone to wreck in this canyon, and set each 
burning hue in the immutable rocks. This wide 
circle of awful lusters might seem the marriage-ring 
of earth with eternity, for never did the earth stand 
revealed with such delicate and ravishing loveliness, 
close by “the throne of the invisible, the eternal end- 
less and sublime.” Dreams vanish here, for the 

` reality is all-absorbing. Who can paint it? What 
winged words can catch the marvel and bear it away? 

Two thousand feet below rolls the Emerald river. To 

the right the Alabaster falls leap down three hundred 
and sixty feet. From its seething base the mists 
arise one hundred and eighty feet, with crowns of 
glowing rainbows. The massiv walls stretch for 
miles, brilliant from top to bottom with crimson, and 
yellow, and red—with fires of gold, ochre flames, jets 
of emerald, and fringes of radiant green. Half-way 


down the vast chamber soars the eagle at a dizzying 
hight above the waters beneath, that seem, like jew- 
els, to be melting and flowing away. I thought I 
might step across that tiny ribbon of light; and yet 
it is a hundred feet across. Far down the gulf 
castles, turrets, temples, minarets, domes, and pin- 
nacles present. themselvs, as if a thousand busy 
hands had been at work through the centuries. In- 


deed, the genii of the waters hav given us of their | 


noblest skill. The sweeping Yellowstone has been a 
mighty architect. It has had a magnificent theater, 
and played its-part well It has wrought a gorgeous 
drama, and shall receive our applause—of silence, 
* which speaks the o’erfraught heart.” 

At two o'clock we resume our journey, taking a 
short cut of twelve miles over the Washburne range. 
The road was newly made. There were about a mill- 
ion stumps to circumnavigate. Our carriage heaved 
and tossed like a ship on an angry sea. However, 
we weathered the “storm and stress,” and anchored 
safely in Norris’s Basin. The next day a twenty-five 
mile ride brought: us to Terrace. Mountain, down 
whose precipitous sides our horses safely scrambled, 
though it did seem at times as if we were swinging 
in mid-air, and were going up instead of down. We 
stopped at Orange Geyser, took a bath in the Lake, 
went to Stalactite Cave, the Cave of Death, the 
Hermit’s Cave, the River Styx, Jacob’s Ladder, the 
Devil's Kitchen, the White Elephant Terrace, and so 
down the shining terraces, where the restless springs 
hav deftly built the crystal halls—wondrous architec- 
ture, *frozen music” indeed. One might linger for 
days at the entrance of the Park, and if he would dis- 
cover every marvel he would go no farther than these 
crystalline stairways. The eternal march of atoms 
makes a new glory with every rising sun. 

Tired and hungry I come to Cottage Hotel, a 
wiser, but not a sadder man—happier, because I love 
my Mother Earth more dearly than ever. I am proud 
to be her offspring. I will never desert her for 
heaven. To be buried with her grandeur and beauty 
and perish with her, is all I desire when life’s con- 
scious task is ended. I want no harp of gold, but 
the singing of her leaves, and the music of her glo- 
rious waters. 

A good sleep and a square meal revive me, and in 
the evening air, with the silver moon before me in the 
sky, and the radiant clouds and the mountains all 


“steeped in golden lusters, I meditativly watch the 


Cap of Liberty. Itis now ten thousand years old. 
I hav no doubt that Adam played truant about its 
base and that Mother Eve made mud pies in this 
very spot, and placed ber doll in the Devil’s Thumb, 
and rocked it to sleep on the Elephant’s back, and 
baked her apple in the Devil’s Kitchen. This is the 
veritable garden of Eden. I think if friend Hender- 
son continues his researches he will find the “ missing 
link,” and thus complete the attractions of the Park. 

Good-bye, Park—health-giving and strength-giv- 
ing, with summer’s sun and winter’s snow. Good-bye, 
pleasant friends. We hav met like ships on a sunny 
sea, and our voyage will be happier for the brief 
greetings. The sweetness and sublimity of nature 
are now woven with every toil upon its rugged 


.breast. 


Hereafter the fields of labor, the seed-time and the 
harvest, the morning and the evening of each day's 
work, will hav a nobler significance. Trath shall be 
grander and hope more beautiful. 

SawvzL P. PUTNAM. 
— sto 


The Tent. 


Montezuma, Cavuca Co., N. ¥.—Since my last 
report we hav had most intensely disagreeable 
weather—storm, heavy showers, sunshine, and fierce 
wind. Yet the interest in our meetings was unabated. 
On Thursday, 15th, we had about 2 o'clock ».w. a 
juvenil cyclone and infantil deluge. I examined the 
stakes, and drove down two that appeared doubtful. 
The wind blew in fitful gusts, and it rained in tor- 
rents. 
which I speak and cast a glance around, deciding 
that all was secure; a sudden snap like the report of 
a pistol, a terrific gust of wind—we jumped, and the 
same instant. the stakes on one side pulled up and 
the center-pole snapped like a pipestem in the center 
and descended with fearful force, striking on the very 
spot from which I had so hastily removed—a wonder- 
fully close shave—and our Christian friends hav yet 
to wait for that funeral which undoubtedly will be 
well attended—if it don't rain. i 

It was not a jubilant moment, for we knew the 
Tent was down bad. The amount of damage done 
was, until the storm abated, difficult to determin. 
In extremity we thought of our genial friend Put- 
nam, and resorted to poetry. I repaired to the little 
Tent, singing: 

There’s a land that is hotter than this, 
And by faith we can smell it afar, 

Where the saintly ones sizzle and siss, 
And the parsons and good deacons are. 

Not original, for we hav no talent in that direction. 
The words are those of the genial Elias H. Gault. 

Friends soon gathered to the rescue. Christians 
were jubilant—no more lectures on Infidelity ; their 


I sat on the corner of the platform from. 


= 
prayers were answered, and the Lord had overruled. 
Within an hour the center-pole was replaced, all 
damages repaired, the stakes redriven, and all in first- 
class order, to the astonishment of our.Christian on- 
lookers and the joy of all the friends. And I spoke 
that night on “The Saints of the Bible” with much 
of zest and to the evident instruction arid delight of 
a goodly assembly. 

I hav not missed one lecture until Sunday morn- 
ing 11th inst.—rain in torrents interspersed with 
sunshine. It held up in the afternoon so we were 
enabled to giv ‘Defense of Satan,” but had to post- 
pone the organization of the Montezuma Secular 
Union until evening, preceding the lecture of Mrs. 
Reynolds on “Woman: Past, Present, and Future.” 
Nineteen members joined the organization. The 
following officers were elected: Edward Ross, presi- 
dent; Mrs. Charles Traver, vice-president; Charles 
Traver, secretary; C. Higgins, treasurer. Vigilance 
Committee, Geo. Eckart, M. Muller, and Mrs. Sarah 
Ross. Educational Committee, Andrew Rodgers, 
Charles Traver, and Mrs. Sarah Ross. Social Com- 


mittee, Frank Kern, John J. Mallory, Mrs. Charles 


Traver. 

Mrs. Reynolds returns home, and I go to Boonton, 
N. J., cheered and encouraged by the good success 
at Montezuma. They hav already the nucleus of a 
library. 

Now let all desiring Tent effort write me at once, 
and all New York Liberals prepare for a glorious 
successful meeting of the New York Freethinkers’ 
Association. The cause requires that every man and 
woman do their duty, and help by their presence to 
boom the cause in the Empire state. Iam much in 
favor of White Sulphur Springs as the place to hold 
the Convention, on account of its nearness to Sara- 
toga, fares to the latter being very low from all 
points. From New York city to Saratoga aud return 
the fare is but $4.50, and an excursion ticket from 
Saratoga to White Sulphur Springs costs but 25 
cents. White Sulphur Springs, then, is the place. 

C. B. Reynoxps. 
——— 9-89 ——————— 
Chicago Secular News. 


Wm. F. Fury was the gentleman who delivered 
the last lecture before the adjournment of the Sec- 
ular Union. I heard the other day that he had been 
arrested and indicted by the grand jury for, it is 
alleged, wrongfully using his position as notary pub-. 
lic. As Mr. Fury is an outspoken Freethinker, and 
was well acquainted with Fielden and others, I am 
pretty sure this is a trumped-up charge to deprive 
him of his liberty and the possibility of. his befriend- 
ing them. The idea that the old gentleman would 
commit or connive at any serious offense for the 
petty fee of 25 cents (and I am told he did not even 
get that) is simply preposterous. However, I shall 
soon know more of this. A man who, educated in 
Ireland for the priesthood, refused to take “holy 
orders,” and for many, many years has proclaimed 
for mental freedom is not the kind of man to stoop to 
such miserable trickery. Unfortunately, friend Fury 
livs in a neighborhood whose residents devoutly de- 
sire, with Mr. Tenney, that all such people be hung. 
His friend, Justice Fleming, is his bail. . 

Rome is beginning to run Chicago more boldly 
than ever, and the preachers hav been helping them 
by their soft-headed prating of late, in ascribing all 
the virtues to the Irish, since no Irishman is indicted 
with the Anarchists. 

Sunday's Zribune had an alarthist editorial on the 
“dangerous character of the armed organization 
known as the Lehr und Wehr Verein,” which In- 
former Waller, who confesses to being bought by the 
police for a job and twenty-two dollars and fifty 
cents, to testify against the Anarchists, incriminated 
by his testimony. “Now that its real object has 
been exposed,” shrieks the Zribune, “that it stands 
revealed as the armed force of Socialism, and that it 
is being convicted of being the public enemy, it is 
time that its fangs should be drawn;" and further 
declares that there is no “ necessity for good citizens 
who respect the laws to organize for defense. The 
law itself is amply able to defend them.” On an- 
other page the Tribune lauds the “ The Conservators' 
League of America,” a new secret organization 
started by the labor agitations of the last year. 
These conservators propose to protect the business 
of the country against all unlawful and injurious in- 
terference. Strange as it may appear, we are im- 
formed by the Tribune that it bas a secret military 
organization that will come to the front in case of such 
riots as that of May 1st. The officers of the supreme 
council are then given, and these men are found to be 
bankers, judges, brokers, manufacturers, and mer- 
chants. The Zribune says this is a counterpart of 
the “Union League, which, during the war, kept 
copperheads within bounds, only the Conservators’ . 
League proposes to deal with Socialists and strik- 
evs.’ Just so; but these men, according to the 
Tribune editorial of the same day, cannot be “ good 
citizens,” as no good citizens need arm themselvs, the > 
law being all-sufficient. This the Zribune neglected | 
to state in the article referring to the Conservators, 
League. 
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Communications. 


. Facts About the New Testament. 


PREFATORY. 


I hav written Some articles which I thought might 
interest the readers of Taz Trurs Serxer. They set 
forth my ideas on. theological matters. These 
articles were not designed for such men as Ingersoll, 
Wakeman, Palmer, or Putnam, who hav thoroughly 
investigated these matters for themselvs. They were 
written for a class of individuals whose attention has 
never been turned to these subjects. 

Few realize the difficulties which beset a bread- 
winner when he attempts to do any literary work. 

These articles hav been written, in part, on my 
knee, in intervals from business of five, ten, and 
sometimes not more than one minute. Oftentimes I 
am called from my work and an idea or sentence is 
jerked in two. This has been a great source of an- 
noyance, hence it is expected that these circumstances 
will be duly considered and the mantle of charity 
thrown over any defects which may appear. 

With the many hindrances, it has taken me a long 
time to gather the facts for these articles, and the 
whole field should hav been gone over again and the 
matter better arranged, but I hav not the time. 

Imperfect as these articles are, I apprehend that 
the facts will not be denied. My object has been to 
present some facts which could never be learned in 
the cburches, in such a plain and simple manner that 
they may be available to a class of readers who would 
not be likely to search them out for themselvs. 
These articles will embrace : 

1. “Facts About the New Testament.” 

2. “The Church and Its Influence.” 

3. “ Christian Absurdities.” 

4. “ Miracles and Miracle Workers." 

5. “The Gods on Exhibition." 

It is only expected that these articles will serve as 
a stepping-stone to something higher; but it is be- 
lieved that if the facts were thoroughly digested it 
would break up all faith and confidence in every sys- 
tem of supernatural religion. For an argument 
against any so-called revealed religion will apply with 
more or less force to them all. 

And, if it is a fact, as I believe it is, that nature and 
her laws are all there is, then man will never be truly 
-blessed until the last vestige of the supernatural dis- 
appears. 

I hav heard the minister say that “no good man 
will speak against the New Testament.” 

If it can be made to appear that the New Testa- 
ment had its origin in fraud and deception, should a 
man be denounced for exposing the fraud, and be put 
down as & monster in whom good men cannot con- 

. fide? 

The praises of the New Testament hav been 

preached and sung and prayed into the mind of the 

. Christian until he has become so biased that he re- 

` gards the Freethinker as a sort of moral leper or 
purgatorial outlaw whom he may despise and spit 
upon with impunity ; a being whom God will delight 
to damn and devils delight to torment. The teach- 
ings of the New Testament, as we shall see, generate 
such a spirit. m 

If the Christian should be asked when the New 
Testament was written, or by whom it was written, 
or when Christ was born, but one honest answer 
could be given, and that would be, “I do not know." 

Nothing would surprise the average Christian more 
than to be told that other gospels had been written 
besides those contained in the New Testament. 
Waite, who perhaps is as good an authority as any 
modern writer, speaks of the “numerous gospels in 
circulation in the second century ;” and says of these, 
* Not more than three can be traced to the time of 
the apostles.” These are the Gospel of Paul, the 
Recollections of Peter, and the Oracles of Christ. 
And yet not one of these is found in the New Tes- 
tament. 

Origen says, "Not only four gospels were written, 
but very many out of which those we hav were 
chosen.” Since these four gospels were chosen or 
selected from the “ very many” which were written, 
will some Christian inform me what evidence he has 
that the right ones were selected? 

It would be an equal surprise to the Christian to 
be told that during the life of Christ, and for many 
years after, nobody regarded him as a risen savior. 
The early fathers believed him to be the son of 
Joseph, born in the natural way. 

As for his being born of a virgin and begotten in 
a supernatural way, it is not mentioned by any Chris- 
tian, heathen, or Jewish writer for more than a hun- 
dred years. 

History furnishes the most undoubted evidence 

- that the miraculous part of his life was all fixed up 
and flavored to suit the demands of a plotting priest- 
hood many, many years after it was said to hav taken 
place. The truth seems to be that Christ came 
preaching a new doctrin, not so much of supernatural 
religion, but a doctrin based on the equality and 
brotherhood of the human race, and he left an in- 


delible impression upon the minds of those who 
heard him. - . ; 

Afterward, to giv force to the Christian doctrin— 
which was imputed to him, but which he never 
preached—he was created into a god, and divine hon- 
ors were paid to him, as were paid to Zoroaster, 
Chrishna, Buddha, Confucius, Apollonius, Sinon Ma- 
gus, and many others. i 

But a man born in the ordinary way would make a 
poor god, and the immaculate conception was needed 
to giv force and consistency to the doctrin of his 
divinity. 

Paul was the great character in early Christian 
history, and he persécuted the Christians with a ma- 
lignity born of vengeance. And after what was called 
his conversion he manifested the same savage dispo- 
sition to those who opposed the new system which 
he was trying to build up. I cannot believe that a 
good man would persecute for opinion’s sake. 

The temper which he manifested to women shows 
that with all his religious light from on high he did 
not rise above the prejudices of the times in which 
he lived. Every Christian woman would feel shocked 
if the least word should be lisped against St. Paul. 
No man did more than he to degrade and enslave 
woman, and send her chains clanking down through 
the ages. 

It is claimed that Paul never married, but it is 
said by the early fathers that he often spoke of his 
wife, whom he did not take about with him, but 
claimed the right to take a sister wife while engaged 
in the ministry. No wonder the ministers are so 
much in love with St. Paul. 

The Epistles.of Paul are believed to be the oldest 
Christian writings extant. What is most wonderful, 
neither Paul nor Clement, the only Christian writers 
of the first century, makes the slightest allusion to 
the miracles of Christ. 

In the Epistle of Clement it is stated that when 
Paul laid his hand on him as his successor, he de- 
clared that whoever should grieve the president of 
truth would sin against Christ, and offend the father 
of all. From that day, as the church gained power, 
it has been the instrument of persecution. And it 
took a great deal of persecution, and fraud, and mis- 
representation to establish the divinity and the mir- 
acles of Christ. 

It must be borne in mind that Christ lived in an 
age of miracles, and all men (and their number was 
very great, as we shall see) who laid claim to divinity 
were miracle-workers, and miraculously begotten. 

But the Christian will insist that Christ was an 
emanation from God, otherwise how could he raise 
the dead, heal the sick, turn water into wine, cause 
the blind to see, the lame to walk, walk on the water, 
and feed a-vast multitude on a couple of fishes and a 
half-dozen hardtack? Now, my Christian friend, I 
would like to ask you, Did you see Christ perform 
those miracles? Did you ever see a man who did 
see him perform them ? : 

* No; but Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John say they 
were performed." But what do you know about the 
veracity of those gentlemen? In a matter of so much 
importance as a violation of the laws of nature, we 
certainly hav a right to inquire into the character of 
men who make such statements. 

. In the first place, you do not know who Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, or John was. You never hav read a 
line of their writings, nor do you know that they ever 
wrote at all. All you do know is that somebody, and 
you do not know who, wrote gospels according to 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 

If one should see a history according to Gibbon, 
he would not infer that Gibbon wrote the history, 
but that some one else had written it following the 
plan of Gibbon, abridging or enlarging or in some 


some intelligent Christian inform me who these gen- 
tlemen were who wrote according to Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John? 
But this is not the worst of the trouble. Some- 
body, we don’t know who, wrote according to Luke, 
and it is well known that Luke wrote according to 
Marcion, and Marcion wrote according to Paul, and 
whether Paul wrote according to somebody else we 
hay no means of knowing. i 
À relates that a dead man arose out of the grave. 
When closely questioned, he says he only told the 
story according to the statement of B. B says he 
told it according to C, and C is utterly unable to tell 
when or where the story originated. This is exactly 
a parallel case, and shows positivly the sum total of 
all that is known about the reliability of the wonder- 
ful and miraculous statements of the New Testament. 
Look at the introduction to the gospel according 
to St. Luke. It begins in this way: . 
Forasmuch as many hav taken in hand to set forth in order 
a declaration of those things which are surely believed among 
us, even as they delivered them unto us, which from the be- 
ginning were eye-witnesses and ministers of the word, it 
scemed good in me, also having had perfect understanding of 
all things from the very first, to write to thee in order, etc. 
This is a remarkable passage of scripture, and I 
offer it in confirmation of what I hav said. To usea 
homely phrase, the one who writes according to 
Luke, whoever he may be, lets the cat out of the bag. 


way making it different from Gibbon’s history. Will 


He flatly admits that he had seen nothing, knew 
nothing, only what had been written or told before, 
or, as he expressed it, “as they delivered them unto 
us.” 
about, told by one to another, and came down from .. 
“away back” in the “beginning,” when there were ` 
“‘eye-witnesses.” 


It is evident that these stories were hawked 


Who were those men who “ delivered” 
“things” unto the author of Luke? Were they 
inspired men? If so, they must hav written in the | 
most perfect manner all that we need to know. If. 
they were not inspired, how do we know that they 
“delivered” the right information to tlie one who 
wrote according to Luke? 

If he had nothing but the say-so or the writings of- 
somebody else to write from or about, why should 
the author of Luke write at all? If God inspired 
those men to write, did he withhold a part of the 
truth, or inspire them to write what was not true? 
If those writers were not inspired to write at all, 
what does the book according to Luke amount to, as 
an inspired book? 

The truth is, the author of Luke was inspired by 
the same motiv that. inspired hundreds of others. 
The times were crammed with inspired writers. Ev- 
erybody wrote whatever he thought would bolster up 
the Christian religion, without any regard to the eter- 
nal fitness of things. Waite says, “Nobody knows ` 
who wrote the book of Luke, or when it was written.” 
Remember it is not Luke who wrote the book which . 
bears his name, but somebody else who wrote accord- 
ing to Luke. The Christian will say: “Although I 
do not know who wrote according to Luke, I know 
he wrote the truth, otherwise how could the miracles’ 
which he records obtain currency? It is not an easy 
matter to make the people believe that one has arisen 
from the dead unless a miracle has been performed." 

The Christian infers that the miracles of Christ 
should be taken as evidence of his divinity, but for- 
gets that, before the miracles can be taken as evi- 
dence, it must be proved that they actually occurred. 


But why should the Christian lay such stress on 
the miracles of Christ? All things considered, he 
was no extraordinary miracle-worker. I do not know 
of a single miracle recorded of him more wonderful 
than turning all the waters of a great country into 
blood. Yet the “ magicians” did this in Egypt. In 
the seventh chapter of Exodus will be found an ac, 
count of the “ magicians’ " turning rods into serpents, 
and a great many other wonderful feats, fully up to 
the best that Christ ever did. . 

He never did equal the miracles of Apollonius or 
Simon Magus. The miracles of Mohammed far tran- 
scend the miracles of Christ. One can account for 
the miracles of Christ as easily as for the miracles of 
Mohammed, or Apollonius, or Simon Magus, or for 
the wonderful feats of the magicians down in Egypt. 

. Waite says: “ From the middle of the second cent- 

ury, and even earlier, the world was flooded with 
anonymous writings of a religious character, filled 
with miracles of every description. There was a 
morbid demand for that kind of literature. There ' 
were Acts, Revelations, Epistles, etc." With such a ` 
windfall of miracles and such a cyclone of sacred 
writers, each one telling his own story, and no two 
agreeing, is it any wonder that council after council - 
had to be called to unravel the holy tangle? 

If the Christians of the present day could hav 
been present at some of these councils, and seen the 
pious seeds of the church kick and cuff each other in 
their quarrels about what should be God’s word and 
what should not, they would begin to see that their 
reverence fora certain book is just as foolish as to 
reverence any other book. . 
It must be borne in mind that the art of printing 
was unknown. The masses did not read, as in later 
limes. Every Christian who could write was busy, 
and wrote whatever he thought would bolster up his 
religion. But they did not agree. God did not in- 
struct them all alike, and these contradictory writings 
multiplied until there were over 150,000 different 
readings. i 

These various and conflicting writings were sifted 
through council after council, in order to find out 
which was inspired by God, and which men had. 
written on their own hook. Parts. which were 
adopted at one council were rejected at another, and 
finally, as a result of all these councils, there remains 
but a small portion of what was originally written, 
which we call the New Testament. 

The book of Luke became the word .of God by 
one vote.. If one man had voted differently, the book 
of Luke would not hav been the word of God. So 
the Christian can see on what a slender thread his 
word of God hangs. 

The. men who voted upon these important matters, 
upon which hangs the eternal happiness or misery of 
the whole human race, were only erring, fallible mor- 
tals like ourselvs. Nobody ever claimed that they 
were inspired, yet ‘upon the mere “ guess-so” of: 
these men hangs the sanctity of the New Testament. 

It might be well to notice briefly some of the 
writings which were considered sacred in an early 
day, and which were rejected by the church councils. 
The Protevangelionis one of the books which was 


those — 


' . and Matthew ? 
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written,.and has the appearance of being just as 
-sacred as any book of the New Testament. It is re- 
"^ lated in this gospel that Mary, the mother of Christ, 
was fed by an. angel. When she was twelve years 
old, the high priests met. with divining-rods to de- 
termin what to do with her. The last rod was 
taken by Joseph, and a dove came out of the rod 
and flew upon Joseph's head. The priests deter- 
mined that Joseph should take the young virgin to 
wife. Joseph refused, saying: “I am an ‘old man, 
and hav children. She is young, and I shall appear 
ridiculous in Israel" ' 

Joseph returned from building houses, and found 
her with child, and reproved her. He was accused 
of seduction, and was required to drink holy water, 
which he did unharmed, and was acquitted. Joseph 
and Mary entered a cave, where Jesus was born. A 
bright cloud overshadowed it, and Salome came to 
the cave and doubted the virginity of Mary, where- 
upon her right hand withered. She prayed to the 


Lord, and an angel instructed her to take the young |: 


child in her arms, and her hand was made whole. 
As everything holy must smack of the miraculous, 


the mountains opened; the roofs of the temple. 


howled and were rent from the top to the bottom; 
Zacharias was killed, and his blood congealed to 
stone, and much more of the same sort. 

Now, my Christian comrade, do you believe that 
the blood of Zacharias congealed to stone? No, 
you do not believe it. But you do believe that a 
man's blood can turn to milk, because that is found 
in the New Testament. i 
. Do you believe that a dove came out of a little 
wooden rod? Of course you don't. But you do be- 
lieve that walls of solid masonry were blown down 
with ram’s horns, because it is so stated in the holy 
Bible. Now, my dear Christian pet, don’t be so 
anxious to get to heaven that you won't wait to 
reason a little. 

Don’t you see that it.is all a matter of Sunday- 
school education which one of these impossible 
stories you believe? And don’t you see that if you 
. had not been brought up on asses’ milk you would 

hav believed neither the one: or the other. The 
Protevangelion was rejected at the church councils as 
spurious. A difference of a few votes would hav 
made this gospel the word of God, and then the 
average Christian would hav believed the wonderful 
Statements in the Protevangelion as he now does the 
impossible statements in the New Testament. This 
ought to satisfy the Christian how little God had to 
do in these matters. 

Whether this gospel, attributed to James, is true 
- or false, the gospel of Luke, and the gospel of Mat- 

thew, with additions and alterations, were made up 
from it. If this gospel were true, were we not en- 
titled to it? If untrue, of what value can the parts 
be which were taken from it by the authors of Luke 
“ The Gospel of the Infancy ” is an- 
other wonderful production. It relates more won- 
derful things of Christ than Christians. generally 
dream of. The miracles of Christ as related in the 
New Testament are tame and commonplace as com- 
pared with what is recorded in this gospel. 

This remarkable production winds up in this re- 
markable way, viz: ‘‘ The end of the whole;of the Gos- 
‘pel of the Infancy, by the assistance of the supreme 
God, according to what we find in the original" __ 

This shows how one gospel has been taken from 
another and altered and amended until, in many in- 
stances, it is impossible to decide who the author 
was, or when he wrote, or who did the altering or 
amending. Joun PEcx. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
++. 


Proof Positiv that Philip Francis was Not 
Junius. 


` A few days ago I found and bought a book en- 
titled, “The Handwriting of Junius," London, 1871, 
containing fuc similes.of all the private letters of 
Junius, and a great number of the letters of Philip 
Francis. In this book an attempt is made to prove 
by comparison of handwriting that Francis was Jun- 
ius. On page 200 of the handwriting is a letter writ- 
ten by Francis to his brother-in-law, Alexander 
` Macrabie, in Philadelphia, and it is dated : 
Lonpon, Nov. 4th, 1769. 


Turning back to page 36 of the handwriting there 
is a fae simile of Junius's private letter to his pub- 
lisher, Woodfall (No. 11, conjecturally dated Nov. 8, 
1769), and it begins thus: i 


Sir: I hav been out of town these three weeks, and, 
though I got your last, could not conveniently answer it. 


This, like nearly all the private letters of Junius to 
his publisher, is not dated. But in it he requests 
Woodfall to “reprint a letter in the London Evening 
Post of last night to the Duke of Grafton.” That 
letter is dated Nov. 10, 1769, and is signed “ A. B.," 
who was not Junius. (See Mise. Let, No. lxi) 
Therefore the private letter, instead of being written 
Nov. 8th, must be dated as late as Nov. 11th or 12th. 

But either date will do as well In it he says, “I 
hav been out of town these three weeks,” but Philip 


Francis, & clerk in the War office, just twenty-nine | 


years of age, writes a letter from London on the 4th 
of November to his brother-in-law in America. There- 


fore Philip Francis was not Junius. Borr. 
—— ee 
Hell: 
HOW IT IS DEALT WITH GENTLY WHEN DEATH IS AT THE 
FORE. 


With regard to hell, which, rather than heaven, is 
the chief factor in the method in vogue throughout 
Christendom for the regeneration of souls, the fears 
of mortals being more readily excited than their de- 
sire, especially when, in the latter case, the thing to 
be desired is an unknown quantity of unknown 


quality, except the general claim, without any speci- 


fications, that it is everything “to be desired;” 
whereas, in the case of the former, the thing is of 
known quantity and quality, the same being an 
illimitable lake which burneth forever with brimstone, 
the actual brimstone of commerce, the lake fur- 
nishing its own fuel—with regard to hell, with its 
fire of brimstone, is there a human being who act- 
ually believes in such a place? I know very well 
there are those who profess to believe in the exist- 
ence of this direful place, and who will stick to it 
through thick and thin; but way down in the bed- 
rock of their hearts do they believe in such a place? 
There may be here and there an ascetic religionist, 
without a relativ or friend in the world, who stands 
alone and apart from all his fellows, who thus be- 
lieves, and away down to the lowermost soundings of 
his heart; but, apart from a few such, I don’t be- 
lieve there livs a solitary human being who believes 
in the hell preached by the truly orthodox of the 
Christian religion. 

What convinces.me of this is the surprisingly 
rapid recovery, in view of the general belief with re- 
gard to the hereafter that obtains with Christians, 
of people of all conditions under the régime of 
Christianity from the terrible shock they experience 
when death invades the home circle or the circle of 
friendship, or strikes down a near and dear one. A 
few months, at most, and the dearest one, if not for- 
gotten, can hardly be said to be mourned ‘or missed, 
except as a bread-winner, bread being scarcer than 
before, and toiled for as never before by non-toilers. 
Yes, people recover readily from the shock of death 
when collaterally felt, and become shortly philosoph- 
ically resigned, and never more anguished mourners 
than they when the earth closed over the departed 
ones. Would this be the case if the thought ever 
came to their minds that hell yawned for the souls of 
the departed, whom they well know were not up to 
the regulation line of heavenly purity, or was yawn- 
ing for said souls when, on the “ last day,” the sheep 
and goats shall be divided, each division to go to the 
pasture prepared for it? Does ever a thought of 
hell, from the moment when tne coffin-lid is screwed 
down to the day when the mourning habiliments are 
laid aside, enter the heads of the survivors of those 
who hav “gone before,” and the latter of average 
mortal morality—this average, we all know, is not 
high—why ? 

We all know what are the requirements of the rule 
of righteousness—that they are too exacting for the 
great mass of mortals who would fail to catch on, even 
if they tried, but who make little trial, as they run, 
knowing they would fail. That irrepressible mouther 
and pulpit mountebank, Talmage—others of the 
“cloth,” as well—will tell you it is as easy, if not 
easier, to walk in the strait and narrow path as in the 
broad-gage road alongside; but we all know that 
these gospel-sharps tell what is palpably untrue, to 
draw it mild, the crowded condition of the broad. 
gage road and the lightly traveled narrow path 
attesting the falsity of their words. Now, the tide of 
travel being overwhelmingly great on the one road 


and correspondingly light on the other, it stands to. 


reason that the greater part of those who die daily 
are of the broad-gage travelers, booked by the truly 
orthodox for hell; and to say that this must be pat- 
ent to the multitude at large is only to allow that 
their understanding in the matter is as acute as yours 
or mine, reader, which is not saying much in this 
particular instance. 

Now, this being the case, and the fact being ad- 


‘mitted, as it must be, that bereaved ones sooner or 


later rally from a condition of sorrow most poignant, 
when shocked by the death of lineals, collaterals, and 
others; if we are not all collateral, can there then 
really be in the minds of mortal multitudes any bed- 
rock belief in hell? Were anysuch belief entertained, 
would they rally to their normal state, after burying 
a relativ or friend, as quickly as they now do? 
Knowing well that their lost ones were not up to the 
standard required of those entering for the heavenly 
stakes, would they not be truly and bluely miserable, 
knowing as well that the departed were plunging 
about in the lake of fire, or would plunge therein at 
the conclusion of proceedings on “ resurrection day?” 
There is a diversity of opinion, I notice, among par- 
sons and pietists in general, in regard to the com- 
mencement of eternal suffering and bliss, some con- 
tending that man at his death, and fresh from his 
pork-packing establishment, ascends at once to the 
abodes of bliss or slides down the back flume to the 
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abodes of torment, according as he may be fitted, 
while others stick for an indefinit period of rest in 
the grave, and the good old “resurrection day,” at 
last, of the Bible. ; 

How there can be two honest opinions in the mat- 
ter, when the Bible lays out the program expressly, 
is something I can’t understand. But there are; 
and among the Protestants the former opinion 
obtains generally, I think, the Catholics sending their 
dead to purgatory for a longer or shorter season, 
where those susceptible to purifying influences are 
sent on their way rejoicing to meet the “mother of 
God" when “purified,” the obstinate being packed 
off to interview H.S.M. Satan the First, with no 
return tickets. This is decidedly the best plan, I 
think, as a mortal, never so saintly, would prove a 
very raw recruit, if shunted at death right into 
heaven among the trained squadrons of angels, and 
"awkward squads” hardly obtain in the camping- 
ground of glory. Yes, a polishing-off place for mor-: 
tals, after death and before glory, is indispensable. 
Beecher is of this opinion, too, thinking he would 
find a “sea of mud” in heaven, if the ascension from 
earth was immediate at death. But the idea prevails 
generally with Protestants that heaven and hell open 
their gates to us at death, without any intermediary 
state, thus back-capping, as it were, the good old 
“resurrection day" that we could once—alas! not - 
now—bet on. But this is a side issue, so to speak, 
and I pass it by as of “no consequence,” as Toots 
would say. PUE 
. All of my readers hav probably attended funerals 
of relativs and friends whom they knew were not up 
to that degree of holiness required of aspirants for 
seats in paradise; knowing they had not been “born 
again" in the white swaddling clothes of salvation ; 
in short, that they were of the earth earthy, and of 
morality moral after the fashion of nine hundred and 
nine-nine per cent of the earth's mortals, which 
morality falls far short of the heavenly standard. 
Well, what heard they at the funerals? Did they 
hear the parson, true to their records as preachers of 
the “word of God" and gospel of damnation for 
those who failed to ** come to Jesus"—did they hear 
these preachers say that the souls of the deceased, 
they were sorry to say—as they should say, as a 
warning to the living—had gone to hell, there to 
suffer eternal torments because of their religious 
shortcomings on earth? Never—never since preach- 
ing was invented did a parson at a funeral talk up to 
his record as a hell-fire preacher! What did they 
hear? Taffy—taffy on a stick—lengthened taffy 
long drawn out, and words of a hope-building ' 
nature; words, if not supplying kindlings for hopes 
for the best, then words full of sound and emptiness, 
and signifying nothing. Yes, they heard the parsons 
stultify themselvs, and, by word of mouth, in many 
instances, work the deceased into the realms of bliss 
in spite of the cast-iron regulations to the contrary, 
as proclaimed from the pulpit and in the pages of 
the “Book of Life.” This was consoling, I will 
admit, but all the same it was false to the tenets of 
orthodox Christians and to the dogmas of their 
religion. 

It is a fact that hell is dealt lightly and gently with 
by parsons and pietists in general in the presence of 
death, or at any time when the dead are mentioned. 
They never hesitate when one of their kind lies low 
to relegate him or her to a high seat in heaven, but 
they fight shy of hell, even when a “black sheep ” of 
any of their family circles hies him to that bourne, 
etc. And the father and mother of the “B. 
S.," themselvs of the '" Lord's anointed,” do they 
believe that this departed one has gone or will go to 
hell? Ifthey do you can’t get them to own up to 
it, and if they do, how is it that in three months all 
signs of sorrow hav vanished, and they pursue the 
even tenor of their way as if nothing had happened ? 
Could a father and mother, losing a wayward son, 
ever again be happy believing that son to be in hell? 
Never. Reporters, full of cant, will write, on the 
death of a pious fraud who givs to the church and 
cheats the government of duties, that “he died at 
peace with all the world, his spirit, without a strug- 
gle, leaving its tenement of clay for the realms of 
eternal bliss, there to receive its crown of everlasting 
glory,” etc. etc. On the death of a “ Whyo" they 
wil write, . “and his guilty soul left its 
prisonhouse of clay and took up its flight for the 
place of its abode in the hereafter," or words to that 
effect, but fighting shy of hell as he did not of 
heaven, and as they all do. 

To conclude, I must say that I do not believe that . 
even the professed religionists believe in a literal hell 
of fire and brimstone; if they did, it seems to me, 
they would all go mad. Yet the Bible says there is 
such a hell, and they must acceptit or throw over the 
rest of the florid and torrid book. If there is no 
such hell, then is the Bible false in that particular, 
and, if falsum in uno, why not falsum in omni, eh? 
Than this there is no juster maxim in general law. 
But then perhaps it won't apply to Bible law. 

Sr SLoKUM. 
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The Illustrations. 


It is & striking picture wbich this issue of Tur. 
Truru Sxexer presents on its first page. 
doubtless wondered why there should be ‘a ' Meth} 

- odist Church North,” and a “ Methodist” Church 


South,” any more thana United States: "North and a 


United States South. The answeris that there are 

Methodists in the South who still believethat slavery 

isa divinély-ordained institution, and ofhers in the 

North who profess. to take an opposit Niew. Hence 

: į} the division. The Northern Methodist thinks, “We 
| should unite,” and the Southern Methodist declares, 
i 


“We will unite," but between them rises the ghost: 


i of the lost cause—a ghost in ‘the presence of which 
| the Holy Ghost, in whom they pr Hie to be united, 
loses its adhesiv force. g 
l ioa le méinory of the abolition ue and the rec- 
ord they made cannot be very pleasant to the minis- 
ters of the gospel, of whatever denomination, either 
` North or South. 


Weare glad to be able to resume this week our 
illustrations of the interesting career of our venerable 
friend Adam. The two weeks just past, in which 
no pictures were given on the last page, hav been 
spent by Mr. Heston in an exhaustiv research: into 
the customs and styles of dress in vogue at the time 
of which he is treating. It will at once be seen that 
it is a subject which requires a delicate touch. An 
anachronism in a religious matter of this sort would 
be a serious thing. Mr. Heston is now confident 
that he has formed a true conception of the appear- 
ance of Adam on dress parade, as well as of the 

. monkey in the adjacent tree. Eve, of course, proved 
a still more difficult study to the artist, but we share 
‘his belief that her attire was probably as much like 
the modern Mother Hubbard as anything else now 
worn. No trouble will be spared in placing Adam 
and his amiable consort before the world in a way 
that will do greater justice to their sense of pro- 

priety than any representation we hav as yet seen. 

——— 1-2 ——————— 

A Freethinker's Testimony of No Value. 

Mr. Justice Jetté, of Montreal, not long ago decided 
that the testimony of an Infidel is of no value. The 
decision was rendered in the ease of one W. H. 
Parker vs. The Bank of Montreal Mr. Parker's 
bookkeeper forged Mr. Parkers indorsement to a 
draft drawn by the bank, and cashed it through an- 
other house, which presented it to the bank, where it 
was paid. As the bookkeeper had the money, Mr. 
Parker sued to recover the amount. The bank set 
up in defense a denial of the forgery, and also pleaded 
that the plaintiff was in fault, besides which an 
attempt was made in the evidence for the defense to 
attack the plaintiff's character and show that he acted 
in bad faith. But the learned judge held that the 
witness, whose evidence was relied upon to damage 
the plaintiff's character, was not a competent witness, 
it being shown that he was a man who did not be- 
lieve in a future state of rewards and punishments, 


Many "hav, 
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and the defense was-set aside in toto, the judgment 
holding that the forgery and the bona. fides of the 
plaintiff were completely established. 

While we of course know nothing of the real merits 
of the case; and cannot say whether or not the bank 
has been defrauded, it is certain that one witness has 
been injured to the extent of depriving him of a por- 
tion of bis rights as a citizen. And if he alone knew 
of facts that would establish the plaintiff’s dishonest 
character, then two parties hav been wronged. 

There is no need of any comments upon the iniq- 
uity of the law undér which this injustice was perpe- 


trated. Every honest man must condemn it because 


he is honest. Only rascals and power-seeking church- 
men can uphold it. 


e —— — —— 
Charles Bradlaugh, M. P. 
` We get from the National Reformer, Mr. Brad- 


laugh's paper, the facts in regard to his late reélec- 
In describing the closing day of 
‘| the election Mr. Bradlaugh says: 

“When I arrived at Northampton I found that a T 
notion prevailed that Mr. Richard Turner had managed to 
The only foundation for this notion 
was the persistent boasting of Mr. Turner, who, for some 


tion to Parliament. 


secure one of the seats. 


unknown reason, evidently fully believed in his own success. 
One of his counting agents, a Mr. Stanton, had the bad taste 
to come to me soon after I entered the Town Hall and say: 


‘We hav knocked you out this time, Mr. Bradlaugh.’ I 


bowed and said: ‘If so, it cannot be helped; but we will 
wait till the counting is finished.’ The vote was a large 
one, 8,847, being only 221 less than last year, more than ac- 
counted for by removals and deaths. When the piles of 
votes were assorted it became clear that the straight vote, 


when the poll was declared the figures stood: Labouchere, 


| votes since last year, Mr. Labouchere polling. 275 less. 


icapable of taking away my seat, and for the sixth time, and 
on my ninth election contest, I am once more member for 
Northampton." 

; The Reporter, a local paper, has an account of the 
scene at the counting of the votes. Victors and de- 
feated were there and were expected to address their 
constituents. They did so, the mayor presiding. 
«Mr. Bradlaugh,” the Reporter says, “ was received 
| with tremendous cheering renewed again and again." 
He made courteous reference to his opponents, and 
led three rousing cheers for general results. The 
other candidates spoke temperately with the excep- 
tion of Mr. Turner, who remarked, referring to Mr. 
Bradlaugh, that he (Turner) * came forward for the 
first time to wrest the representation of the town 
from the greatest and most mischievous demagog of 
the present century.” How the Catholics voted in 
this election Mr. Bradlaugh is unable to say. A 
former Roman Catholic ip sent a telegram as 
follows: 

** For God's sake do not vote for Bradlaugh. Be true to 
your pledged word, to honor, to Irish patriotism, by discon- 
necting it from the apostle of blasphemy." 

Another eminent Catholic, who apparently had 
more affection for Ireland than for Rome, spoke as 
below at a meeting of the Catholic voters. His 
words refer to Messrs. Bradlaugh and Labouchere: 

** Ireland owes a debt of gratitude to both candidates. For 
years they hav advocated Home Rule for Ireland. To the 
late junior member we owe a special mark of recognition, 
because, though he may justly hav considered himself badly 
treated by the Irish members, yet he never deviated one 
hair’s breadth from the course he had pursued toward the 
cause of Ireland.” 

In whatever way the Catholics cast their ballots, 
the result is the same—Bradlaugh is again an M. P.; 
and England is in advance of America in having her 
foremost Freethinker in a position to watch the gen- 


eral legislation of the country. 
—— — $9 9———— ——— 


A Russian Scheme. 
Reference was made recently by our Chicago cor- 
respondent to the scheme to establish a military post 
at Chicago. Further information concerning it is 


.given by the daily journals of this city. The project 


was devised, says the Sun, during the Jabor troubles 
in Chicago, and is principally urged by the wealthy 
employers of that place. "The idea is that a few com- 
panies of infantry and artillery would overawe or 
suppress any demonstration of striking workmen, 
and render the corporations secure in any measures 
they might inaugurate for their own benefit. 

The scheme is a pretty one, but there is one in- 
superable objection to such employment of Federal 
troops. It is unconstitutional. Another point is 


Labouchere and Bradlaugh, 4,226, showed a clear majority 
of the whole poll, without reckoning the cross votes, and 


4,570; Bradlaugh, 4,858; Turner, 3,850; Lees, 3,456; so 
that on the reduced old register I hav gained thirty-eight 
The 
| Whig and Tory vote united against me has again proved in- 


not hay used that illustration. 


that if this country has come to a condition in which 

armed force is necessary to keep the populace peace- : 
able, there is something so rotten that. society ought 

to be overhauled and reconstructed. - If the republic 

is a failure, let the political economists devise another 

social system. 

If Congress establishes this post at Chicago, it will 
be taken by the laboring people as a direct threat, as 
it is intended, and if they do not promptly retire to 
private life every government official voting for. it 
they will deserve to wear the chains it forges for their 
limbs. 
— — 9-4 99——— ———— 

Seven Questions. 

A young lady reader of Tux Trurs Suvrer residing 
in Connecticut forwards us a series of seven printed. 
questions, concerning the answers to which she con- 
fesses that her ideas are rather vague. 
tions were published in the Home Companion, and 
are credited to “Farrar,” presumably Canon Farrar, 
the English theologian. They are recommended to 
be sprung upon all Atheists who seek to beguile the 
believer into a discussion of “side issues.” Follow- 
ing are the questions: i 

1. * Where did matter come from? Can a dead thing’ 
create itself? 

2. “ Where did motion come from? 

8. “ Where did life come from, save the finger-tip of om- 
nipotence? | . 

4. ** Whencecame the exquisit order and design in nature ? 
If one told you that millions of printers’ types should fortui- 
tously shape themselvs into the ‘ Divine Comedy’ of Dante ` 
or the plays of Shakspere, would you not think him a mad- 
man? 

5. ** Whence came consciousness ? 

6. ** Who gave you free will? 

7. ** Whence came conscience ?” 

The majority of these questions cannot be an- 
swered; but they would be replied to by an Atheist 
about as follows: 

1. We hav no reason to believe that matter ever 
“came” from anywhere. It is here; we recognize 
it; and it is impossible to conceive of its absence. 
Matter exists without any apparent effort on its own 
part. 
change of form. To speak of matter as being created 
conveys no intelligible conception to the mind; and: 
to ask the Atheist to believe that an inconceivable act 
proves the existence of & being who performed that 
act is asking him to abandon his senses altogether. 
It is safe enough to-reply to the second part of the 
first question that a dead ne probably cannot 
create itself. 

2. Neither can we admit that motion came from 
anywhere in the sense that it was imparted to matter 
from something extraneous to matter. Motion is the 
result of force. A stone possesses weight, which is 
a form of force. When it is found necessary to push 
a stone toward the ground to make it fall, or that 
some sort of propulsion is needed to impart a down- 
ward motion toa brook upon the side of a hill, it may 
then be pertinent to inquire where that motion is to 
come from. To ask, “ Where did motion come. 
from?" is to ask where form, dimension, or weight 
came from. They are inseparable from matter, and 
since matter “came from" nowhere, but apparently ` 
has always existed, these attributes of matter are co- 
eternal with it, and it is idle to ask their origin. 

3. In the absence of all reliable data on the sub-, 
ject, this question cannot be answered with certainty. 
Perhaps life, like form, is one of the inseparable 
attributes of matter. There are those who deny that 
any matter is “dead.” We do not know. The 
theory that life emanated from the “finger-tip of om- 
nipotence” is altogether unsupported by evidence. 
Nothing analogous to that process has been remarked 
by science. 

4. Here the question of design in nature is raised, 
and illustrated by an example in typography. This 
is confounding two very distinct domains—nature . 
and art. It is as inaccurate an expression as would 
be the statement that a man who was hanged had 
died a natural death. We see in nature no evidence. 
of design, but only a long and slow process of 
adaptation. To attribute design to an all-powerful 
being is to deny his omnipotence. Men design and 
devise ways and means in order to bring about a cer- 
tain result. If the result could be achieved without 
the design, then designing would be unnecessary. 
For instance, could Dante hav impressed his “ Divine 
Comedy” upon the reader’s mind without the use of 
types, he would hav done so and Canon Farrar could 
With the deity it is 
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supposed to be- different. He, it is believed, has 
merely to will a thing and that thing is done, and 
designing the means when no means are necessary 


- would. be an act inconsistent with the notion of om: 


niscience. In seeking to prove design in nature the 
theologian should be honest enough to go to nature 


for an example. When such a theory can be estab- 
lished by that method, the design argument will be 


worth considering as pointing to the existence of a 


; universal designer. 


5. This question as understood is practically the 
same as the third. 


6. Free will has not been given us. The notion of 


free wil is a theological conception designed to 
deceive men into the belief that the absurd is reason- 
‘able if they only choose to think so. In that way 
responsibility for belief or disbelief was thrown upon 


| , each person, and God was relieved from the inconsis- 
- tency of creating imperfect beings and then damning 


them for not being perfect. Men hav no more power 
to control their belief than ‘they hav to control the 
"natural color of their hair. Let anyone who thinks 
that the will is free try and believe that the ink 
which Tse Truru Szrxer is printed in is red and 
that the paper is black. ; 

7. Conscience came with experience. Men learned 
that certain things had bad results. To do those 


things was wrong. Other acts had good results. To 
do these was right. -Out of the distinction between 


right and wrong grew the conscience as a sort of 
monitor. That conscience is not a gift from a single 
being is shown by the fact that what would strike 
one person's conscience as wrong would seem praise- 
worthy or at least innocent to another. It is the 
result of education and experience. _ 

These conclusions, the Atheist will say, if we hav 
not misrepresented him, are merely tentativ and are 
subject. to addition or modification. They are not 
dogmas with penalties attached for disbelief. They 
leave unobstructed the highway of systematic inves- 
tigation. Dogmatic belief in a God, to be placed 
behind every mystery as an explanation of phenom- 
ena, on the other hand, puts an end to research, and 


' opens wide the door for the admission of all kinds of 


superstitions. . The universe is governed by law, and 
until that fact is realized there. is no sure abiding- 


place for truth. s 
— — —9-J3———————— 


Why We Hear of Anarchy and Communism. 
It is not reasonable to suppose that in this country 


` or any other there would exist a large number of in- 


telligent men advocating a system of governmental 
relations different from those at present prevailing, 


_ if the systems which we hav fulfilled all the require- 


ments they are called upon to meet. Nothing exists 
without a reason, and, therefore, it is a great deal 
more philosophical, in the presence of these new 
notions, to hear what their exponents hav to say 
than it is to go on deluding ourselvs with the belief 
that ours is the only perfect form of government pos- 
sible, and answering all objections by saying that if 
it does not accord with the needs of human existence 
so much the worse for human needs. 

The people of the United States are called upon to 
face the fact that our democratic-republican form of 
government is under heavy criticism; and the attack 


-is not from the monarchical systems left behind, nor 


from any modification of them upon the flank. The 
government is in no danger of violent overthrow, but 
it is to be tested as to its capacity to keep upon the 
even tenor of its way despite all allurements and all 
obstacles that may be thrown in its path. It must 
stand the test of a sort of civil service examination, 
“and show its superiority over all others. And its 
competitors cannot be regarded altogether with con- 
tempt. 

Among these rivals probably the most .seductiv is 
Communism— since it claims to be only republican- 
ism realized in its ultimate and most beneficent form, 
as witness the arguments laid down in the book, 
“Rational Communism.” Tt has a well-defined ideal, 
and leaves not an ¿į undotted, nor a ¢ uncrossed. It 
is the collectiv aspect of Pantarchy, in which the har- 
mony of the spheres is destined to pervade the rela- 
tions of men. All this, its advocates claim, is to be 
brought about through a more perfect but less com- 
plex system of government. 

On the other hand we hav Anarchism—and Anarch- 
ism as here used is not necessarily suggestiv of dyn- 
amite. It is & philosophy, albeit one which, it seems 
to us, would hav men blow out the light which they 


. hav, and grope blindly in the dark after something 


better. Anarchism says, *Away with law." The 
justification for this cry is found in our many bad 
laws. “Away with the rights of society,” it goes on. 
And society claims so many dictatorial rights that 
the mandate is not without reason. “ Giv us," adds 
Anarchism, “free speech, free mails, a free press;" 
and then it appends “free rum,” and “free love,” and 
straddles around vaguely upon the verge of the 
precipice over which liberty falls into license. An- 
archism lacks the precision of Communism; it ex- 
ceeds even republicanism in its uncertainty. 

Such are the two competitors which our govern- 
ment has to face. Between them there are a host of 
other isms, but they are mere branchings off from 
one or the other of these. And yet if the true theory 
of democracy had ever been realized, it may be 
doubted if Communism or Anarchism would hav 
been. heard of. ‘The founders of the republic had 
ideas of government which hav not been carried out 
by their successors. To see how far we are from 
those ideas it is only necessary to read the Declara- 
tion and the Constitution, and contrast the principles 
therein laid down with the laws upon our statute books. 
Contrast the first amendment, for example, with the 
rulings of our comts imposing disabilities upon 
Atheists; exempting church property from taxation, 
and providing for religious instruction in schools. 
Take the . provision in the Constitution relating to 
post-roads and see if in it a justification can be found 
for the existence of the Comstock laws establishing a 
censorship of press and mails. Carry the comparison 
into all its details, observe the abuses that hav grown 
out of these precedents, how the construction .of 
good laws differs from their intent, and how’ the 
number of bad laws grows with every year—and the 
presence of Communism and Anarchism is explained. 
The St. Louis Post-Dispatch sees this very clearly. 
“The laws of this country,” it says, recognize no 
privileged classes, and the administrators that do so 
are making mischief. Whenever it becomes apparent 
that our penal laws are to be enforced only against 
the poor.and weak, and that the rich or influential 
are to be made a law unto themselvs, the harvest of 
Anarchy will soon ripen and armed mobs will spring 
up from the dragon’s teeth which the favored few 
will hav sown.” 

The fact which the Post-Dispatch calls attention 
to seems to hav become apparent to a few, with the 
results which it expected. . The remedy should be as 
apparent as the evil: We hav laws that may be 
called sumptuary; we hav religious laws; we hav 
laws that invade the freedom of the citizen. These 
laws, too, are the very ones. which corrupt courts 
seem to most delight in enforcing. They should be 
repealed. This done, and with a return to something 
like democratic government, it is an interesting ques- 
tion whether Communism and Anarchism would be 
left a peg whereon their orators might hang their hats. 
The matter would be settled if our legislators 
realized the duties imposed upon them by virtue of 


their election to office. 
t oe ———— —— 

They hav something worse than Anarchy in Cincinnati. 
A dispatch from that city describes ** one of the most remark- 
able religious manias of which there is anyrecord.” A party 
of thirty or forty people, most of them prominent and alleged 
to be above the average in intelligence, believe that ‘Mrs. 
John P. Martin, of Walnut Hills, is Christ manifest in the 
flesh, and that her sister, Mrs. John F. Brook, is the Holy 
Ghost. The followers of these two women, it is said, meet 
at Mrs. Brook’s house and worship them both. The account 
says: 

“ Mrs. Martin has exerted some strange and wonderful influence 
that has put them completely in her power, and they are fanatics 
on the subject. One of the followers of this woman-Christ is 
named Jerome. He was a bookkeeper here for the Cincinnati 
agency of D. Appleton and Co., the New York publishers. He gave 
up his position of $1,800 a year to serve the female savior of man- 
kind. To an Enquirer reporter he said in an earnest and eloquent 
conversation, ‘I hav seen God face to face in the last half-hour.’ 
A young man named Cook, who works in the auditor's office of the 
Adams Express Company, has also been captured. He resigned his 
position, and has attached himself to the new sect. They believe 
that all churches are frauds, and the preachers a set of fools.” 

Accounting for the fact that Christ should manifest him- 
self in a female, they say that in heaven there are no sexes, 
and the savior is as likely to appear in a woman as in a man, 
which is doubtless true. Mrs. Martin, the ‘‘ New Christ,” 
and Mrs. Brook, the * Holy Ghost," they say are the only 
two perfect women on earth, and the millennium is at hand. 
This movement has been going on for a year. The women 
seclude themselvs, and will not be seen by anyone who is not 
a worshiper, or vouched for by one of them. Many hav sold 
their homes and taken houses near the woman on the hill. 
Those who hav given up their positions say they do not need 
work or money. All they need is spiritual food, and this 
will be furnished by the Lord, just as it was furnished to the 
children in the wilderness. A Miss Andrews, says the 
report, who livs with her mother on Walnut Hills, is. almost 


insane from excitement, and passes her whole time in wcep- 
ing, singing, and praying. Her mother has tried to show 
her the folly of her belief, but in vain. ‘There is material in 
all this business for some first-class religious immorality. Ht 
is safe to predict that it will not be long before those who 
listen attentivly will hear something drop. » 


WE print in another part of this issue two communications 
touching the recent lamentable affair at Liberal, Mo. They 
present both sides of the matter. A large number of other 


communications on the same subject are at hand, but we can. 


not undertake to print them. Liberals are not so much in- 
terested in the details as in the principle involved. All the 
information received leaves the facts substantially as stated 
in our issue of July 17th. The only statement objected to is 
our casual remark that there are in Liberal ‘a handful who 
hold broad doctrins on the subject of love and marriage, and 
who are vociferous in airing their opinions in season and 
out.” The truth of this is denied, but the objection is im- 
material. Whether the handful are vociferous or not, there 
seems to hav been no excuse for violent demonstrations 
against them. What Liberals at large most desire, we take 
it, is not so much an explanation of the affair as a comforting 
assurance from those having influence in the town of Liberal 
that they will use their endeavors not to hav such a thing 
cucur again. Perhaps a little self-sacrifice on both sides 
would be admissible for the sake of peace. Firearms cannot 
make a comfortable pillow even for a freelover. 


Tux Rev. Mr. Munhall, a howling revivalist now holding 
forth in Denver, Col., got off the following last week : 


“Infidelity is a humbug, an owl in the daylight. All Infidels 
know some one who demonstrates the truths he professes. Infi- 
delity is doing nothing but trying to tear down. I hav no hesita- 
tion in saying that he who tries to destroy my faith is my enemy. 

“I'm not given to mentioning the name of the Jumbo Infidel, 
but sometimes I get so warmed upI can't help it. . . Iknew 
a case of starving at Shelbyville, where 618 Methodist preachers lent 
a hand, but Bob Ingersoll never sent a cent. He makes money by 
making Infidels, but he doesn't help the poor. The charitable in- 
stitutions of the country are kept up by Christians. Infidels don't 


do anything. All they hav ever done is to build à monument to 


Tom Paine at Boston. Infidelity can accomplish nothing." 


If the Rev. Mr. Munhall is not aware that he is guilty of ^ 


downright lying, some one who enjoys his confidence should 
take the trouble to apprise him of that fact. 


Mr. Samurt N. Ewa, of Minneapolis, Minn., has sent 
out a printed address to the Congress of the United States in 
which he calls upon the government to issue a request to all 
the other governments of the world and dignitaries of the 
various churches and ecclesiastical societies, including the 
pope, to meet in Washington on the 1st of October, 1886, to 
't consider the practicability of returning to the worship of 
one God, the ruler of the universe, at the earliest practicable 
moment." Mr. Ewing says that he is prepared to prove on 
short notice that the Bible is not inspired, that there is no 
such thing as original sin, and that Christ was not the son of 
God. Perhaps Mr. Ewing's scheme will never be realized, 


but it is evident that he has a firm grasp on some funda- 


mental truths. 


Ir is learned with regret that Mr. B. C. Murray, editor of 
the Denison, Texas, Gazetteer, has been the victim of a brutal 
assault at the hands of a county official, who traveled ten 
miles for the purpose of knocking him down and jumping in 
his face. The trouble arose from somcthing of a political 
nature which had appeared in the Gazetteer. Brother Murray 
reports that there is enough of him left to conduct a meri- 
torious family newspaper. It would be of value to know 
if the official in question is the sort of brutes Grayson county 
is in the habit of electing to fill its public offices. 


Tug March number of Progress, a Freethought monthly 


published in London, G. W. Foote editor, cannot in any 
sense be termed dry reading. Since the 14th of last March it 
has been lying at the bottom of the Atlantic, just outside 
New York harbor, in the hold of the ocean steamer Oregon, 
and is about as wet as water could make it. Last week the 
divers blew out the side of the sunken vessel, liberating a 
large amount of mail matter, and on Thursday the magazine 
was duly and moistly delivered at this office. 


——————9—— 
* Aw article is going the rounds of the religious and 
secular papers to the effect that Voltaire behaved very dis- 
gracefully.at one of Paganini’s concerts. There is no truth 
init. Paganini was not born until six years after Voltaire 
died, i.e., Voltaire dicd May 30, 1778, and Paganini was born 
in 1784. This shows how easy it is for some papcrs to in- 
jure those they do not like. Honest pcople may lcarn thc 
motiv of such papers.” So writes Mr. J. K. Dcarth, of 
South Lowell, Alabama. 


Ir any method in vogue for ‘‘ popularizing Secularism ” 
deserves support and therefore success, it is that of C. B. 
Reynolds and his Tent. Mr. Reynolds might be called a 
Freethought evangelist, and he is working with an ardor and 
persistency that should be appreciated and rewarded. He 
depends largely upon general subscription to make his Tent 
effort possible in localities where it is not self-sustainiug, so 
that thosc who cannot giv him a call should fcel no hesitaney 
about giving him a lift. 


W. F. JawiEsoN has been in correspondence with thc 
chairman of the Secular Union for Montana and other parties 
with reference to permanent lecture work, the desire having 
been expressed to hav something more than a flying lecture 
trip. Mr. Jamieson has already started for Montana, and 
will open the campaign by lecturing on the way.. To this 
end he invites the Liberals of Montana desiring lectures in 
their towns to write to him at once, addressing him at Went- 
worth, Dakota, and the letters will overtake him at his lecture 
points on the route. He authorizes the Libcrals of Montana 


to challenge the clergy for debate. 
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Letters from friends. 


PD a o., July 16, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: Having read the scriptures for sixty years, 
and preached from them for half that time, I now offer as a 
premium $100 to the Bible student who proves from it that 
"man has an immortal soul as an entity while living (more 
than other animals), or that exists in an intermediate state 
after death. 

The Bible implies that the soul and the body are one or- 
ganism; that both die together; that all animals hav souls as 
well as men. . 

Nephesh, the Hebrew word translated ‘living soul" in 
Gen. ii, 7, is used four times for the animals before Adam 
was thonght of. Why more relevant in his case than theirs? 

S. M. Jupson. 


- PonTLAND, July 9, 1886. 
Me. Eorrog: Iam a devoted reader of your valuable pa- 
per, and get it here from Mr. Wilcox, the stationer. I am 


. following your arguments and am delighted with them. 
. But to mistakes everybody is subject. Hoping that you will 


bear me no malice, I'll take the liberty to correct you in one 
instance. I am alluding to that ‘Fish Story." You say 
(for short) science knows sixty-five species of whales, and 
none of them has a throat big enough to swallow a good- 
sized herring. How was it possible for the whale to swallow 
the man Jonah? Here, Mr. Editor, is where you are not 
fully posted. You will remember Jonah was a Jew, and ex- 
perience teaches us that this class of people are slick enough 
to squeeze through a!most any where. 
Respectfully, MirroN PERoIvAL Marovs. 


Grann Mounn, Iowa, July 26, 1886. 

Mr. Eprrok: In replying to your Anarchistic friends, 
Messrs. Appleton and Tucker, you say, “ Civil government 
givs us a stable currency in place of wild-cat issues by irre- 
sponsible parties." Now, if this isa true statement, I, for 
one, am very anxious to know it, and if it is not true, you, 


` T am quite sure, will concede at once that it never should 


hav appeared in Tue Trorn SEEKER. Hence it devolves 
upon you to prove your position—giv us the facts and rec- 
ords upon which you base your statement. C. DUTTON. 


{We fear Brother Dutton is not as anxious to see the truth 


of our statement demonstrated as he is to develop some. 


financial theory of his own. We believe that, as the word 
stable is understood, our statement is true, and the proof of 
it is that a dollar has been legal tender for one hundred 
cents ever since the first one was coined.—Epb. T. S.] 


MoCung, July 5, 286. 

Mr. Evrror: I ask to speak to many Liberal friends 
through Tux TRUTH Sgexer. We celebrated the glorious 
Fourth here on the third, and had a big crowd, the largest 
in this part of the county. I was honored with being made 
president of the day. We hav a host of Liberals in McCune. 
Most of our business men think for themselvs. We hav 
‘three churches, but no Liberal could get room to lecture in 
them. We hava fine Opera House about finished, owned by 
an outspoken Liberal. We expect to hav lectures here next 
winter. There are two papers printed in McCune, one by & 
Liberal. ; ; 

I think the pictures splendid, especially ** On the road to 
the Poor-house” and ‘‘ At rest in Abe’s bosom.” Some say 
the Christians don’t like them. Let them squirm; it will do 
them good. Set them thinking; then they will learn some- 
thing. M. 8. Gowin. 


Bronson, Mron., July 18, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: I send $2 for the Campaign Fund, to cnable 
Mr. Putnam to continue proclaiming the gospel of Free- 
thought; $1 contribution for Mr. Reynolds's best, if not 
“ greatest, show on earth,” and $1 toward sustaining you in 
printing ** the way to salvation” by means of the illustra- 
tions. 

Most of the cartoons are excellent. 'There is open to the 
tender foot a very simple mode of escape from the '* dread- 
ful caricatures," and that is to take a pair of shears, and cut 
out the offending ''picters," and then *'read the holes." 
But, I think, many would afterward manifest a curiosity to 
see the clipped cuts, as did the lady who, after her 
prudent husband had in this manner carefully expurgated 
the family newspaper, straightway proceeded to procure an 
uncut copy, and, by placing it underneath the clipped one, 
could thoughtfully peruse the mischievous items, without 
taking time to devour the entire sheet. Althoughit is now a 
novelty, your readers’ eyes will soon become accustomed to 
the innovation, and should you ever publish an issue of Ti 
TRUTH SEEKER sans cuts, we presume some of those now 
complaining the loudest would be among the first to cry, 
** Pray giv us back the object lessons !” 

J. Francis Reece 


Newszores, O., July 18, 1886. 

Mr. Yibrfos: Inclosed find the wherewith to continue Tix 
Trurn. SEEKER (cartoons included) to my address. 

For myself, individually, I do not need the cartoons to 
assist me in placing the Bible where it belongs, for I did that 
long ago. IT like to look at pictures, and I understand their 
power to educate. I want all who need them to hav them, 
and I congratulate Watson Heston on his ability to place the 

" Bible and its saints in their true light before the people. 

I hav read of the condition of affairs in Liberal, Mo., in 
the last TRUTH SEEKER, and am grieved that the people of 
that place are conducting themselvs so il-Liberally. H. P. 
Replogle's statement, ‘‘ There are not more than a dozen 
persons in the town who understand or care anything about 
the sex question," tells why there is such commotion there on 
the subject. Ignorance and persecution go hand in hand, 


an1, in my opinion, it is a disgrace to the town that so few of 
her people ** understand or care anything about the sex ques- 
tion.” Being the important question, underlying all others, 
it is the duty of all, Liberals especially, to understand the 
question in all its bearings, that they may act wisely and well 
in regard to it 

"Yours for free thought on all subjects, and free acts, 80 
long as individual rights are respected, 

ANNIE EDWARDS Kirk. 


Smitn’s Mirr, Miny., July 14, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: It may interest your readers to: know that 
cven so far in the rural districts as we are situated Free- 
thought is not a stranger among us. The germ is rapidly 
developing even here. Through the efforts of our enterpris- 
ing agent, H. S. Votaw, the people of Smith's Mill were 
treated to the first Freethought lecture delivered here, Sun- 
day, July 4th. The speaker, Mr. Edwin C. Walker, of Val- 
ley Falls, Kansas, was introduced by Mr. Votaw. His lect- 
ture on “Some of the Mistakes of Christians" was well 
received by the audience, in which the thinking portion of 
ourtown was represented. Mr. Walker is an able speaker 
and is doing much for our cause, not only in that capacity, 
but as editor of Lucifer, and agent for almost everything in 
the line of Freethought literature. 

The citizens of Janesville and vicinity, including Smith’s 
Mill, hav raised money to defray the expenses of a course of 
lectures to be delivered in the near future by Mr. Remsburg. 
Then we may expect a ‘feast of reason” indeed. I am 
confident it cannot pass without emancipating some mind 
from the shackles of superstition. In regard to your highly 
valued paper, I will say, although my husband has but 
recently subscribed for it, we already regard it as. indispens- 
able. As to the pictures, while they occupy scarcely a page, 
they speak volumes. Keep on in the good way. 

Mrs. Jessie Crow. 


BRooxToN, Me., July 16, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav enjoyed the privilege of an occasional 
perusal of your excellent paper for the last three years, but 
only lately hav become a subscriber. I first saw it at the 
house of a friend, and was with difficulty induced to take it 
up and read it. Being a ʻ‘ good Catholic,” I thought that 
the Lord would strike me dead or the priest turn me into 
an ox if I tonched it. Although not at first convinced, I be- 
gan thinking for myself from that day, and the result is that 
my mind has been thoroughly disabused of the errors and 
pretensions of orthodoxy. I received the ** Age of Reason," 
the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL, and ‘‘ Conventional Lies” from 
your office and read them with pleasure and profit. Lack 
of means only prevents me from purchasing all of your excel- 
lent publications. .I enjoy your well-written and pungent 
articles and the cutting sarcasm of your illustrations, but 
would say here, without wishing to be at all critical, that I 
think they may giv unnecessary offense to some good peo. 
ple and thereby injure the cause they are intended to benefit. 
Iwas amused the other day to hear a fellow misinterpret 
your title, calling it the “ Snake-Killer," but it struck me 
npon reflection that the name is quite correct, and my ear- 
nest wish is that you may continue killing the snakes of 
ecclesiastical bigotry and superstition. I hav a brother who 
is a Freethinker like myself, and takes great interest in THE 
TROTI SEEKER. MARTIN BUTLER. 


Wameao, Kan., July 15, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: Christians frequently claim that church. 
membership has increased wonderfully since the year 1800; 
that in that year there was one communicant in fifteen. 
and now there is one in every five of the population. I think 
they overestimate the number at the present time, but, sup 
pose they are correct, under the circumstances they hav but 
little so boast of. . During that period the clergy hav been 
especially successful in taking in women and children, and 
now I believe three-fourths of all white church-members 
are of this class. But their greatest conquests hav been 


‘among the negroes. Our colored ** brudderen and sisteren”’ 


take as naturally to religion as ducks take to water; their 
credulity is wonderful; they hav had no opportunities for 
improving their minds. Previous to the abolition of slavery 
the church did not consider them hnman beings. Now they 
are the church, ‘‘And of such is the kingdom of heaven ”—ex- 
cuse my Latin. These people hav so far advanced toward 
civilization as to be in full fellowship, and on the same in- 
tellectual plane, with the average white orthodox Christian. 
From this source alone church-membership has been doubled. 
Then what shall we say of the Liberal Christians, the Uni- 
tarians, Universalists, and others, who are now all counted? 
Surely the church will soon be greedy enough to claim every- 
body, irrespectiv of religion or politics. They hav not done 
as well as they should with all these favorable conditions. 

Iam a little disappointed to see that Professor Bell is op- 
posing Prohibition. I think he is making a mistake. Pro- 
hibition has come to stay, and is reasonably successful in 
Kansas, except in the large cities. It is perfectly consistent 
with Liberalism, and is championed by many of the best 
Liberals. We need Professor Bell with his masterly logic 
and polished oratory in the Liberal field. 

Let me suggest to Freethinkers everywhere that they act 
as correspondents of their local papers, touching questions of 
general interest, and not forgetting to plead the cause of our 
public schools. People are willing to listen to common 
sense if properly presented in moderate doses. I think it is 
generally best to sign fictitious names to such correspondence, 
because then your statements will be taken for what they are 
worth, and will stand on their merits. 

Many Liberals are in the habit of giving money to the 
churches. This is very unwise, and generally is inexcusable. 
With this money they send missionaries to Kansas, and other 
Western states, to corrupt our people. Each of the three 
preachers in this town receives money regularly from some 


mission fund in the East. I know an emissary of orthodoxy 
now working in western Kansas who is supported entirely 
by his “ salary " from the American Home Mission. Brother ` 
Liberals hear, our prayer. When the church sends its women 
to you for money, refuse them. Turn a deaf ear, O friends, - 
to their entreaties. Tell them you cannot conscientiously 
giv your money to a cause in which you-do not believe, 
Tell them that those who use the article must pay forit.. On 
such an occasion think of us poor sinners in the West who 
implore you to stand by us. We beseech you, do not with 
your money force upon us these nefarious superstitions. Be 
consistent. Bemen. Send your money immediately to the 
Liberal Campaign Fund if you cannot resist the wiles of the 
church beggar. Then great shall be your peace of mind, 
and the satisfaction of having done your duty. 

A. T. MoMnzax. 


Oranes, N. J., July 20, 1886. 

Dear READERS or Tux TRUTER SEEKER: Look up a back 
number, July 1%ch, and on the first page notice that dis- 
tracted son of Adam on his knees. That picture represents 
ME in a most truthful and impressiv manner. I was bred a 
Presbyterian, born in a Presbyterian bed, rocked in a Pres- 
byterian cradle, educated a Presbyterian, and hav been 
stoker, usher, bell-ringer, precentor, trustee, clerk, treasurer, 
deacon, Bible-reader, sermon-reader, leader of prayer-meet- 
ings, Sunday-school superintendent, and the principal facto- 
tum of a Presbyterian church for more than twenty years, so 
that I understand and fully appreciate every item in the car- 
toon on the first page. As soon as I saw that picture I said, 
* How true to life in my case!” Ilaughed and laughed, and 
continued to laugh until everyone near me came to see what 
under the ‘‘ canopy " could induce me to laugh so heartily, 
when they all laughed and laughed until we could not laugh 


| any more. Then I woke up at night and went to laughing, 


and I laughed until I had laughed myself to sleep. I. 
couldn't help laughing, as that picture is so impressiv, repre- 
senting the stupid and nonsensical practices of the church in. 
such a striking manner that I exclaimed, again and again, 
'" How true in my own experience in the church!” Mr. - 
Heston/s a genius. Let him have all the latitude and longi- 
tude he wants by way of designing pictures. "That single 
cartoon tells à more impressiv story concerning the stupid 
dogmas of the church than pages without number of printed 
matter. 2 i 

Those pills! Ha, ha, ha! Let me interpolate a hearty 
laugh here. That stupid doctrin of total depravity is beauti- 
fully represented by a huge pill. The same is true of all the 
other doctrins. I understand them all, clear to the very bot- 
tom of their stupidity. They all signify: ` 

* You can and you can’t, you will and you won't, 
You'll be damned if you do, and be damned if you don’t.” 

Do not entertain the idea for à moment of discontinuing 
those impressiv cartoons. Every time I read any objection 
to the pictures, I say, That objector is lacking in certain es- 
sential elements that go to make a perfect man or woman. 
Let us giv three rousing cheers for Heston. Ess. E. Txx. 


New Yonx Ciry, July 15, 1886. 

Mn. Eprron: It is with pleasure I reply to Mr. Hopkins 7e. 
the decision of the Supreme Court of the United States, de- 
claring this country to be ''essentially, lawfully, and by 
proclamation christian " (little c, please). Iam sorry I sur- 
prised him. I havlived on this earth about twenty-seven 
years, and as I hav no recollection of living prior, I do not 
think or expect to liv -in another. Still, I hav lived long 
enough to be surprised at nothing. I beg to refer Mr. Hop- 
kins to the celebrated Girard trial, and loads of others ** too ` 
numerous to mention." I might giv him a summary of this 
trial, but your space is too valuable to admit of it, but should , 
he desire it I will cheerfully write to him personally. Qut- 
side of all this, the presence of that immoral work of fiction, 
called the holy Bible in our law-courts, and slobbered on by 
our presidents, those taking oaths of office, etc., to test the 
veracity of witnesses, is, I think, a sufficient proof of my as- 
sertion, but the excuse, if one can be made for this gross 
violation of the Constitution, is that ‘this country inherited 
the common law of Great Britain, and was therefore Chris- 
tian." It is so seldom that I intrude upon your valuable 
space that I hope I will not rob you by adding to this a few 
personal remarks. I hav been your constant reader for over 
four years, but, bred and reared in the Christian religion, I 
might hav been a slave to its farcical doctrins yet had not I 
become in some mysterious way acquainted with that ven- 
erable champion of Freethought, Mr. George Davenport, of 
this city, who cast the chains asunder ; and when I contem- 
plate the feelings of the slave on his emancipation, I cannot 
even compare that with the emancipation of the mind. He 
is & noble man. May his stay with us be long; we cannot 
afford to lose such missionaries to our cause. 

Keep up the pictures; they are all right. I believe in 
them, and it is my honest opinion that cartoons are of great 
value. Iam of opinion that Puck's cartoons did more harm 
to Jim Blaine than the three Rs. 

I hope I hav not intruded on your valuable space too much. 
I will not trouble you again for three months, unless yóu hav 
to hav the kindness to insert an obituary notice of and for 
me. Tomas ROGERS. 


PALATKA, FLA., July 14, 1886. 

Mr. Epitor: The women folks having called upon me to 
assist them in making a selection from the ** mottoes for Frec- 
thinkers,” as advertised in your paper, I find myself, after 
looking over them, in a real fault-finding frame of mind, and 
hav determined that you shall hav the benefit (?) of my crit 
icism. 

Taken in the order in which they occur in the advertis- 
ment, the first one expresses literally (whatever it may be 
made to express under “‘ spiritual" license, a doctrin no gen- 
uin Liberal can subscribe to), the “‘living” hav the right 


only for each to control himself. The second is vague and 
only partly true. Freethought, doubtless, is a great helper 
_ in the search for truth, but surely no one will “say it neces- 
sarily givs it to us: In the third the cart is plainly before 


the horse—so far.as either position has any unison with fact. | 


Superstition is the child wholly of Ignorance, and has but 
the one parent, & hermaphrodite at that, and may be either 
mother or father to slavery; but its child—never, only in an 
illegitimate way; and as we are to hav only ** mental” liberty, 
illegitimacy is fatal to the claim of ma- or pa-ternity. The 
fourth utters a philosophical fact without circumlocution, 
and js, therefore, good. The fifth is good enough for those 
` it may suit. The sixth I hav always looked upon as Grundy 
sop. Remove its center, its heart, and then full-fledged Lib- 
erals can adopt it as a motto. Seventh, ‘‘now” and “here” 
are very good places in which “to be happy,” but some of 
us hav been happy heretofore (yesterday), and a few hav a 
hope of @ little hereafter (to-morrow, for instance). Eighth, 
a wise enough injunction, but doubtless dressed to please 
the children. Ninth, cannot be excelled, and should adorn 
, the walls of every parlor and habitable room on the planet, 
and be pasted in the crown of every hat large enough to be 
worn by Helen Gardener’s theological students. 

Send us the fourth, fifth, and ninth, the only ones-of the 
lot really worth, as we see it, the room they will occupy on 
ihe wall. dra 

Success to the grand old TRuTB Seeger. While not exactly 
in the van,.it is doing a glorious work, and is doubtless evo- 
luting as rapidly as is consistent with robust health. 

Lewis Morris. 


New ZzaLAND, June 8, 1886. 

Mx. Eprror; The specimen copies I sent for came duly to 
hand. Thanks. Since then I ordered through a news-agent 
here regular copies to be sent for one year. Those cartoons 
speak volumes at & glance. They will reach the mind of 
many where reading would not, and thus afford matter of 
interest to à wider variety of minds. ‘‘ Liberty in Danger” 
is, I think, a little overdone—at least, we in New Zealand do 
not anticipate the danger indicated in that cut; but perhaps 
it is meant to illustrate the past morc than the present or fut- 
ure. The last one on the same number, ** An Apparition of 
the Virgin,” is as complete an exposition of church history 
as could well be imagined, the best epitome of ecclesiastical 
stratagem and subtlety extant. A March number is just to 
hand. ‘A Clerical Surprise-Party” is, I think, grand. 
Your artist is a genius of the first water. His subjects are 

- highly creditable to himself and Taz Troura SEEKER. The 
humor and satire in this picture are, I should say, perfection. 
The peculiarly happy method here depicted of turning the 
tables on the enemy is, while amusing, yet wonderfully cut- 
ting. The numbers for March 20th and April 10th are both 
remarkably good; nothing could be more appropriate. Long 
may Mr. Heston flourish. 

The reading’ matter of your journal is varied, and Free- 
thinkers of all shades will find in your columns food for 
thought. Every Liberal will view with satisfaction the fair 
field you allow to all—Materialist, Spiritualist, and Socialist. 
And I hav no doubt our orthodox friends would also find 
Tne TRYTA SEEKER quite as Liberal with them as with those 
of, so to speak, its own household. This is as it should be 
(or else, Mr. Editor, you would be clannish and partial), 
provided always that contributions and opinions are couched 
in suitable language. 

Perhaps a few lines respecting our position as Freethinkers 
in this distant colony may be of interest to some of your 
readers. Loooking at our position broadly, I think we hav 

made fair progress. Of course we hav & goodly number of 
*' devil-dodgers" to contend with, but even these show a dis- 
position to be more tolerant and liberal than of old. We hav 
quite a number of Freethought Associations in the centers of 
population. Attempts hav been made to support a Free- 
thought organ, but without lasting success. Our last effort 
in this direction was the Freethought Review, published at 
Wanganni, on the North Island. This was a capital little 
paper of sixteen pages, moderate and tolerant in its tone, 
well got up—in fact, would not disgrace the editorial] sanctum 
of the New York Herald or London Times. Iam quite sure 
Tue Trora SELKER would welcome it as a bosom friend. 
But, alas! it is dead, to our lasting disgrace. This want of 
effort or milk-and-water spirit of Liberalism is a stain on our 
cause in New Zealand. We hav the numbers, but not the 
vitality that makes for success. When one thinks of the 
many privileges and advantages we enjoy—means of com- 
munication, the right to think, and the right to say what we 
think—those of us who, out of their abundance, will not 
step out of our path to promote and help along a cause either 
by word, pen, or purse, are worse than the brutes. They at 
least only prey on each other from necessity; man too often 
for pleasure. The open enemies that we fight against we can 
respect; they, too, are fighting for a cause they believe to be 
right. But your milksop of a Freethinker, the man who 
says, ‘‘I’m not concerned either way,” is credit to neither 

- God nor devil.. “I would ye were hot or cold, but since ye 

- are lukewarm I will spew you out of my mouth." I can 

, respect the man that said that, Infidel though I am. That 

man was in earnest, he was sincerc; hence he was honest. 
Our leading members of the government are pronounced 

Aguostics (with the exception of the colouial treasurer), the 

premier avowedly so before his election. Our schools are 

purely secular, and rightly so. I trust they may continue 80; 

for when eveu the men who compose the various govern- 
ments of the world hold such diametrically opposit opinions 
on matters of conscience, I think it high time that those gov- 
ernments having any pretensions to civilization dropped the 
recognition of religion and a state church. (Query: Why 
not astate God?) This isa question purely for private judg- 
ment; it is at-best only a matter of opinion. Let ministers, 
parents, Sunday-schools of the various denominations, take 
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this subject under their special care. Governments are no 
more fit to say what God shall be worshiped than is a wild 
Indian. True, there are some people who do not hesitate to 
inform us that they are on very intimate terms with their 
God, and actually take it upon themselvs to advise him. 
Advise almighty God! -od . 

There is, too, a class of ''sky.pilots" who think it no 
shame to dip their hands in the tax-payer’s pocket in aid of 
this almighty God. For my part, I am quite willing for all 
and sundry to hav a God; nay, more, so long as they support 
their own God, and keep their hand from the tax-payer’s 
chest, I will to the best of my ability help them in maintain- 
ing their right to worship all or any Gods that they feel it their 
duty to worship, provided always that that duty does not 
infringe on the rights of those who do not feel worship a 
duty or necessity. To a certain extent—that is, if we are 
Liberal—we should sympathize with the individual who 
owns a God, much in the same spirit that we sympathize 
with our children with their toys and youthful sports—it 
interests them and does not hurt us. 

But, apart from this, I agree with numbers of your readers 
that it is altogether out of place for any government to take 
upon itself the responsibility of setting up a state God or 
state church. It is a gross injustice to tliose whose imagina- 
tion is not sufficiently fertil to enable them to set up an ideal 
future world or God. For a government to do this is only 
setting up a modern brazen serpent to bewilder thought, and 
tamper with the right of private judgment. On the other 
hand, if individuals choose to organize and build churches 
for the purpose.of giving vent to their surcharged feelings 
and sentiments, why, let them, by all means. ‘‘ The fear of 
hell is a hangman's whip, to keep the wretch in order,” etc. 
I know very many people who feel it to be a conscientious 
duty to periodically worship. I can feel for them, and I can 
respect them. On the other hand, again, there are vast num- 
bers of worthy and respected men and women who are hu- 
manitarians in the best sense of the word, but who cannot 
worship. Which, then, shall a government do—compel the 
former not to worship, or the latter to support what they do 
not -belicve in? Of course a-Liberal government will say, 
“Tt is a question that we must not, and that we dare not, 
deal with.” 2s 

Referring again to your paper, I trust you will continue 
the pictures. 'They can be obnoxious to only the bigoted 
Liberal. The man who tells you that he will cease taking 
your paper if these cartoons are continued is virtually say- 
ing, ‘‘Uuless you think as I do, you are wrong." The pict- 
ures are certainly free from immorality. To the Liberal 
Freethinker, blasphemy is a word without meaning. So let 
us hav the pictures. : : 

You hav some capital stories in the ** Corner." ‘ John 
Toogood,” March 24th, givs us food for thought. '* A Huge 
Joke" affords us a good lessou on selfishness. Your Corre- 
spondence columns will draw minds together and enable 
kindred hearts to exchange an idea or mental grasp of the 
hand with those they will never meet. T. Hagwoop. 


BnookLvs, N. Y., July 13, 1886. 

Mr. Evrror: Long live Tue Trura Seeker. Your in- 
flated, hook-nosed Adam in last week's issue amused me 
very much. I shail call and subscribe before I return to 
Oregon. 

Please excuse a stranger for intruding on your space, for I 
do not really feel a stranger to that knowledge of the error 
of religious superstition which places all lovers of right and 
truth on a footing of good fellowship. G. L. Bunczss. 


MILWAUKEE, OR., July 13, 1886. 

Mr. Epnrrog: In Tug Trora SEEKER of June 19th is a 
communication from Colonel Kelso, in which he seems to 
think he has found a solution of the Prohibition problem so 
plain that all Infidel Prohibitionists ought at once to take the 
other side. Now, there is no man in whose company I 
would rather find myself than in his. However, reformers 
cannot always select their company, and in this movement, 
when one finds himself traveling with the whisky-dealers on 
one road and with the Women’s Christian Temperance 
Union on the other, he feels like taking to the woods. 

Of course, each Infidel will determin his position by the 
facts and logic of the case, as he understands them. 
Brother Kelso says: ‘‘ Our Prohibition friends correctly con- 
tend that, so long as ardent spirits are imported into the 
United States or manufactured and sold therein, certain per- 
sons will be injured by the excessiv use of them.” 

I do not think that is our position at all. We contend and 
profess to know that alcohol isa poison. Our position is not 
that it injures “ certain persons," but aj persons who use it; 
not that its excessiv use is injurious, but that its use is in- 
jurious. We do not admit that it is properly a ‘‘ drink” or a 
food. Water is the only drink, and alcohol resembles water 
only in the irrelevant fact of its being a fluid. We do not 
admit that, as a general proposition, alcohol is good, and 
that only some incidental evil comes from it, but affirm that 
it is bad, and question even the incidental good which it is 
said to produce. Iam rather green in this business, having 
had only about thirty years’ experience as a Prohibitionist, 
but my impressiou is that Brother Kelso has not succeeded 
in stating our position, but in misstating it. 

He says: “ All this, however, is equally true of money. 
Indeed, far more evil results from love of money than love 
of drink." I do not- think any serious evil ever resulted 
from love of either. A person might love alcohol ever so 
much, and it would not hurt him if it did not get into his 
stomach or brains. And right here is the philosophy of Pro- 
hibition. We can neither reconstruct the human stomach 
and nerves so they will withstand the effect of alcohol, nor 
take away the perverted appetite, which in many cases is in- 
herited, and will be transmitted to posterity. 'The only prac- 
tical thing we can try to do is to get the stuff out of the 
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and clothes, is a Inminous example of benevolcuce? 


way. It is a matter of regret to me that I was not endowed 
with more of the love of money, instead of taking little 
thought for the morrow. 
and would be of more use in the world. ButI did not acquire 
an appetite for ardent spirits, and am glad I didn't. 
Brother Kelso really think money a greater evil than ardent 
Spirits, and of two evils is he willing to choose the least? 
How would he like to hav his pension commuted from mouey. 
to commissary whisky ? 


Ishould not now be in poverty, . 


Does 


Would he not like to hav thousands of dollars to distribute 


among the poor or to compensate them for houest toil? 
Would he like to possess large quantities of ardent spirits - 
for the same purpose? Does he think the saloon-keeper who 


takes tlie greater evil, money, from the toiler and givs him 
the lesser evil, whisky, and thus deprives his family of food _ 
“Why 
not, then, prohibit the use of money as well as drink” 


(whisky)? Because mouey is a nice thing to hav and to use, 
but whisky is not. 


It is à good thing, takeu in moderation, 
even for women and children. The art of acquiring and 
using it properly is an education. Not so ardent spirits. 
The best thing to do with them is to let them aloue. 

“So of women. Why not prohibit them? If 
prohibition be good in one of these cases, why not in the 
other? Let us be consistent.” 

The cases are not exactly alike. Women coustitute more 
than half of. mankind, and to exterminate them is to destroy 
the human race. "To extirpate alcohol would hardly involve 
such dire consequences. To kill all the women would be 
wholesale murder, and the suicide of the race. Does 
Brother Kelso charge any such fieudish purpose upon Pro- 
hibitionists ? To be sure, we should miss whisky in politics, 
because whisky votes and womeu don't; but this is not as 
itshould be. Women should be eufranchised and whisky 
extirpated. Most women are good. Some are partly bad. 
All whisky is bad. Besides, women do not degrade men. 
The charge is a slander. Even the most degraded women 
are a shield to the rest. It has beeu frequently urged that 
if it were not for brothels virtuous women could not safely 
walk the streets of our large cities. 'Thousands of women 
who were once innocent and beautiful bav been sacrificed 
upon the foul altar of man's brutal lusts, and then through 
all the long ages he has turned around with the sneaking 
plea, ** The woman tempted me and I did eat." But our 
laws are prohibitory in regard to the exercise of the ama- 
tory propensities, excepting in mouogamic marriage. But 
these laws are not, and never hav been, an entire success. 
Adultery, bigamy, rape, etc., will prevail so long as the pro- 
pensity of amativness exists, in spite of all prohibitory legis- 
lation. The reason, according to Brother Kelso, is ohvious. 
The legislation should. be directed entirely to the ** bump” 
of amativness, and Anthony Comstock’s head should be whit- 
tled off fora model. There is one difficulty, however, and 
that is that there would not be enough lcft of Touy’s head 
to be a model of anything only for a specimen for a micro- 
Scope. f 

Brother Kelso says, “So long as this appetite exists, so 
long as it calls with moncy for iutoxicating drinks, and so 
long as love-of money exists, thesc drinks will be manufact- 
ured and sold, in spite of all prohibitory legislation.” That 
is his opinion, not ours, and he will readily sce that we are. 
compelled to act upon our own opinion, not upon his. 

“ This appetite and this love of money depeud to a great 
extent upon certain cranial developments, certain phrenolog- 
ical bumps. These bumps, then, must,be prohibited. Jn 
them we hav the root of the evil. When our Pro- 
hibition friends go thus to the root of the evil, they niay 
rcasonably hope for success." 

This argument assumes that any course of human conduct 
which depends upon cranial development is not a propcer 
subject for legislution. Instead of legislating ou the cou-. 
duct, we should ‘‘ go down to the root of the evil," aud 
legislate on the bumps. But all human conduct depends 
upon cranial development. Therefore there should be no 
legislation upou human:conduct. ‘‘ Let us be consistent.” 
Let us not single out liquor laws as an cxccption, but abolish 
all laws upon human conduct, and legislate on the bumps. 

Men with large acquisitivness, destructivness, firmness, 
and secretivness, and small benevolence, are liable io com- 
mit robbery and other desperate crimes. Phrenologists will 
point out those most likely to perpetrate these crimes; hence 
our laws should not be against those who commit crimes: or 
misdemeanors, but against their bumps. Besides, thousands 
of years of experience hav shown that so long as craniums 
are shaped wrong these crimes will continue, in spite of pro- 
hibitory laws. But, curiously euough, the appetite for ardent 
spirits does not in any way depend upon cranial develop- 
ment. Men of every possible form of cranium are victims. 

A phrenologist might, with some degrce of success, point 
out those who would be likely to sell whisky, but none cver 
did or ever will try to tell who is likely to driuk it. Many of 


them are in every respect good men and honest citizens when 
the poison is out of their reach. The higher the organiza- 
tion, the more fully developed the brain, the more effectiv 
the poison. The most enthusiastic optimist will hardly hope 
for a time within the next million years when the average 
man will equal some who hav become victims of alcohol. 
We appreciate all that has been said in regard to motivs and 
intentions of the church, but so long as we are compelled to 
legislate upon the liquor traffic we thiuk Prohibition is what 
we should aim at. To make it the monopoly of a few, as is 


.done under license laws, and to punish their infringement, is 


as great an abridgement of personal freedom as Prohibition. 
The ** moonshiners” in the South are hunted by government 
detectivs like wild beasts, not because they manufacture and 
sell a poison, but because they do not pay money for the 
privilege. What better is that than the selling of iudulgences, 
&gainst which Luther protested? Now, it Seems to me tbat 
what we are urgently in need of is not the advice of even as 

ood and true men as we know Colonel Kelso and Professor 
Bell to be, but facts and logic, and upon these we are willing 


to decide. D. PRIESTLEY. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fall 
diver, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


** Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Still Another Prize to Try For. 


Since the last issue of Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
we. hav received another gift of five dollars 
for the Children’s Corner. The kind donor 

_ desires to offer this sum, $5, for the best 
article on *' Hygiene,” competitors to be not 
over sixteen years of age. Time, three 
months from date. 

Now, dear girls and boys, we want you to 
try your very best, for hygiene or the science 
of health is a grand and important topic, and 
we want yourideas upon the subject. Our 
aim in offering prizes is to stimulate thought, 
originate ideas, and ripen judgment. We 
are proud of our bright young thinkers, and 
hav no: doubt that in mature manhood and 
womanhood many who are now children 
will look back to the Children's Corner as the 
place where they received the first inspiration 
to effort—to think for themselvs. Now let 
us see who will hav the best and brightest 
article on Hygiene. We thank our generous 
friend for the gift to the Corner, and his in- 

. terest in our work.—Enp. C. C. 

Connzori0N.— The author of the story of 
* Little Sun Lee" printed in the Children's 
Corner, July 17th, and which won the prize 
offered by D. B. Cozine, is Laura Stewart, of 
Cleveland, Ohio, and not Cora, as inadver- 
tently printed. We regret the error. 

to 
Always Sunrise Somewhere. 

There is always sunrise somewhere ! 

-, Though the night be round thee drawn, 

Somewhere still the east is bright?ning 

With the rosy flush of dawn. 

What though near the bat is flitting, 

And the raven croaks his lay, 


Somewhere still the sun-bird’s greeting 
Hails the rising of the day. 


Let us lay to heart the comfort 
In this sweet reflection found, 

That, however dense our darkness, 
Somewhere still the world around 

Dews are glistening, flowers uplifting, 
Wild birds warbling, as reborn, 

Lakes and streams and woods and mountains 
Melting in the kiss of morn! f 


Ne'er the night, however dismal, 
. But withdrew its wings of gloom; 
Ne’er was sorrow but a day star 
Did at last its depths illume. 
Ne'er was woe but in its bosom 
Was the seed of hope impearled, 
There is still a sunrisc somewhere, 

Speeding, speeding round the world. 
eoe — — —— 
Biographical. 

OOPERNIOUS. 
A boy of fifteen was asked the other day : 
* Who was Copernicus?" He did not know. 
That the boys and girls of our acquaintance 
may not be so ignorant of so important a char- 
acter, we write this sketch of a truly great and 
noble man. ; 
Nicholas Copernicus was born at Thorn, in 
Prussia, on the 19th of February, 1473. He 
obtained the first principles of a scientific and 
` Classical education in his father's house, after- 
ward attending the university at Cracow, 
wheré he studied medicin and graduated with 
honors. He had a great liking for mathe- 
matics and astronomy, and went to Rome, 
pursuing these studies and gaining there a 
great reputation for scientific investigation. 
Afterward he returned to his nativ land and 
was made a canon of Frauenburg by the 
bishop of Ermeland, who was his uncle. He 
_ attended faithfully to his ministerial duties, at 
the same time giving his medical services to 
the poor without money and without price. 
He gave all his spare time to the study of 
astronomy, which still engaged his attention. 
He was a quiet, grave man, wasting no time 
-in frivolous amusements. After an examina- 
tion of the then generally accepted systems of 
astronomy, he made up his mind that they 
were incorrect in many particulars, and he 
set about to explain the motionsof the planets 
upon a more scientific and certain principle. 
As a result, he solved the then complex sys- 
tem of planetary revolution to his complete 
satisfaction, but owing to the ignorance and 
. bigotry of the human mind of that day and 
age, he dared not publish his discoveries for 


the long period of thirty-six years, fearing 
persecution and that he would be put to 
death for publishing knowledge. not in ac- 
cordance with the popular ideas. 

The general idea was at that time that the 
sun moved around the earth, and very few 
doubted that the sun and moon obeyed 


| Joshua when he commanded them to stand 


still, as related in the Bible. 

Of course, the new theory upset all such 
silly fancies, but the people believed them 
just the same, simply because they were re- 
corded ia the “holy scriptures.” Martin 
Luther expressed great disapprobation at the 
new system revealed by Copernicus, and said 
of him that he was an. ** old fool,” and that he 
was destroying the whole science of astron- 
omy, and to prove that he was right had re- 
course to the Bible, which naturally. sup- 
ported Luther's assertions. Copernicus was 
the first who dared to differ with the biblical 
teaching upon that subject, and for this rea- 
son he deferred publishing his discoveries for 
so long a time. Hidden in darkness, there- 
fore, he kept his MSS. for thirty-six long 
years, and then, when the first printed copy 
was at length brought to him, he lay upon 
his death-bed, beyond the reach of the perse- 
cutor's hand. ; 

But it was nearly a hundred years after his 
death before his system met with a kind and 
general reception. It was the greatest astro- 
nomical contribution ever given to the world, 
because a true one, and easily proven. In 
later times it has been modified somewhat by 
the genius of Galileo, Newton, Kepler, and 
others, but its general principles. remain the 
same. 

The tower from which Copernicus made 


his observations, and the ruins of a hydraulic |. 


machine constructed by him, are still in ex- 
istence at Frauenburg. He died at that place 
in 1548. Monuments hav been raised to his 
memory, one at Cracow and one at Thorn; 
also a colossal statue by Thorwaldsen was 
erected to his memory at Warsaw in 1829. 
'The four-hundredth anniversary of his birth 
was celebrated at Posen Feb. 19, 1878. 
Copernicus was a great and wonderful 
man. "The world owes him a debt of grati- 
tude for the splendid addition he made to 
general science in-an age clouded by igno- 
rance, bigotry, and superstition. As the 
years go on his memory will be more and 
more reverenced, and Copernicus will be 
cherished as ** onc of the few, the immortal 
names that were not born to die.” ; 
; 8. H. W. 
—————— 9 FÁÁ————— 
The Ducks. 


Oh, Charley, what do you think I’ve seen 
Down the hill by the brook ? 

An old mother hen and ducklings ten— 
Do come with me now and look. 


It's such a cool and shady spot— 
_The banks are bright and green, 

And thousands of flowers are blooming there, 
The loveliest ever seen. 


The great elms bend their branches down, 
And the gun pours down so bright 

That every tiny buttercup 
Is a blaze of golden light. 


The wood anemones cluster there, 
The ferns grow green and tall, 

And the violets bend to the water’s edge ; 
But the ducks are sweeter than all. 


We'll giv them meal, which they'll shovel down 
In a hungry, funny way ; 

Stich broad yellow beaks and web-footed toes— 
** Never a finer breed,” you'll say. 


Their little round backs all covered with down, 
Their breasts all covered with gold, 

And they swim about in the shining brook, 
And splash in the water cold. 


While the poor old hen looks on amazed— 
Such doings to her are new; 

Never mother had such a wilful brood— 
Oh, dear ! what can she do? 


With fright and flutter and cluck and clack, 
She calls, but they answer “ No.” 

And louder and louder she cries, ** Come. back ! 
You'll drown if you do so.” 


One after another they gaily dash 
In and out of the water bright ; 

In their frolic they heed not her call, 
And care not for her fright. 


But night will come,-and, tired of play, 
They'll seek her sheltering wing ; 
The patient hen won’t turn away, 
Shell guard them like a king. 
————— $9 m 
A FRIEND writes: “I am delighted with 
your idea of training the minds of children. 
It givs them a chance to rise faster, truer, and 
better than anything I hav yet heard of. It 
really looks as though our children would not 
hav to go to school until half old enough to 
die before ever being known to express an 
original idea."——-We thauk our friend for 
his pleasant and encouraging words. Our 
hands and heart. are strengthened in our work 
by the consciousness that our efforts are 
being heartily seconded aud approved by the 


parents and relativs of the children for whom 
we labor.—En. C. C. 


Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—REBUS. 


Foundation words in lower pictures—the 
initials and finals form the names of animals 
hidden above. 

ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN'S 
JuLY 17, 1886. 


1.-The world is my country; to do good 

my religion. 2.-Caster, aster; shoe, hoe; 

Spear, pear; harrow, arrow. DN 

Sotvers.—H. J. Messinger, Lyle D. Gault. 
— er 


Correspondence., 


CarieToGA, Car., July 8, 286. 

Eprror CHILDREN’S Corner, Dear Madam: 
Seeing that no girl but myself writes to the 
Children’s Corner from this valley, I guess I'll 
try and tell you how we are getting along out 
here. 

My father and I hav had a hard spell of the 
pneumonia which kept us down for about six 
weeks. I was not so bad as papa, and am 
quite well now, but he is not able to do more 
than walk about with the support of a cane. 

Iam going to tell you about our Fourth of 
July celebration. 
because the people were too religious to hold 
it on the fourth. I think if the soldiers could 
fight for their country's freedom on that day 

, that we should not think it wrong to celebrate 
the right day, if it did fall on Sunday. It 
seemed as though all had passed and we were 
bringing up the tag-end, as one of my school- 
mates expressed it. 

And then, the town officials would allow 
no firearms or shooting of any kind, not even 
firecrackers. Other years the popping of 
firecrackers and booming of cannon were 
heard throughout the day. But this celebra- 
tion seemed so quiet and uninteresting ! 

The picnic was held in the Springs grounds, 
where some years ago the place was a scene 
of beautiful flowers, shrubbery, and trees, 
but lately used as a cow-pasture, free to ev- 
eryone who wished to go there as any other 

| field, but on the fifth it was closed and ‘‘ Fifty 
cents admission"—closed on the very day, of 
all days, on which it ought to be free. 

The platform for dancing was cool and 
shady, being canopied with fir boughs and 
decked with flags. The music by the Calis- 
toga Brass Band was excellent, and that is 
about all that I think was good. 

The races did. not amount to much, and the 
“ Horribles "—why, you could see at any mas- 


CORNER, 


querade ball twice the strikingly grotesque | 
I dof 


and ludicrous figures we saw there. 
not tell you of our celebration here meaning 
to complain, for, as it was, I had a pretty 
good time. I hope, though, you had a more 
glorious and patriotic Fourth than I did, and 
enjoyed yourself immensely. 

‘Yours for freedom, A. Lite WEYBRIGET. 


PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE 


WITH POULTRY, 


BY GEO. M. DAVENPORT. 


This work contains all that can be learned from 
a two dollar book. Sold at the low price of 25 
cents. Young girls are wanted in every country 
town to sell it. Liberal discount to the trade. 
Price, 25 cents per copy. 


Address GEO. M. DAVENPORT, 


TRUTH SEEKER Office, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


Bible Fabrications Refuted 
and 
The Errors of the Bible Exposed, 
BY 0. B. WHITFORD, M.D. ^. - 
Price, 15 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


33 Clinton Place, New York. 


It was held on the fifth, | 
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THE HUMBOLDT LIBRARY. 


Price 15 cents each number, unless otherwise marked, 
L Light Science for Leisure Hours. A series of 


amiliar essays on astronomical and other. 


natural phenomena. By Richard A, Proc- 
tor, F.R.A.S. 

8. The Forms of Water in Clouds and Rivers, Ice 
and Glaciers. 19 illustrations. By John Tyn- 
dal, F.R.S. . 

8. Physics and Politics. An application of the 
principles of Natural Science to Political 

ociety. By Walter Bagehot, Author o. 
“The English Constitution.” 

4. Man's Place in Nature. With numerous illus- 
trations. By Thomas H, Huxley, F.R.S. 

5. Education, Intellectual, Moral, and Physical. 

' . By Herbert Spencer. 

6. Town Geology. With Appendix on Coral and 

oral Reefs. By Charles Kingsley. : 


7. Conservation of Energy. With numerous Ilus- | 


trations. By Balfour Stewart, LL.D. 
8. Study of Languages, brought back to its Trua 
principles. By O. Marcel. 
9. The Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer. 
10. Theory əf Sound in its Relation to Music. 
Numerous illustrations. By By Prof. Pietro 
Blaserna. 5 


i. Es Naturalist on the River Amazon. _A rec- 


13. 
18. 


Bates, F.L.S. Not sold separately. 
Mind and Body. The theories of their rela- 
tions. By Alexander Bain, LL.D. 

The Wonders of the Heavens. 
By Camille Flammarion. 
Longevity. The means of prolonging life after 

middle age. .By John Gardner, MD. 
Origin of Species. By Thomas H. Huxley, 


14. 
15. 
16. 


. Progress : Its Law and Cause. With other dis- 
quisitions. By Herbert Spencer. 


18. Lessons in Electricity. 60 illustrations. By 
John Tyndall, F.R.S. : 
19. Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects: By 


Richard A. Proctor. 
E Romance of Astronomy. By R. Kalley Miller, 


. The Physical Basis of Life, with other essays. 
By Thomas. H. Huxley, F.R.S. 


Clifford, F.R.S 

. Scientific Sophisms. A review of current 
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By Samuel Wainwright, D.D. 

. Popular Scientific Lectures. Illustrated. By 
Prof. H. Helmhcltz. 

. Origin of Nations. By Prof. Geo. Rawlinson 
Oxford University. A . : 

. The Evolutionist at Large. By Grant Allen. 

. History, of Landholding in England. By 
Joseph Fisher, E.R.H.S. 

. Fashion in Deformity, as illustrated in the 


Numerous illustrations. By William Henry 
Flower, F.R.S. 
. Facts and, Fictions of Zoology. Numerous 
illustrations. By Andrew Wilson, Ph. D. 
a0, } Study of Words. By Richard Chenevix 
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. Hereditary Traits and other Essays. By Rich- 
ar Proctor. 
. Vignettes from Nature. By Grant Allen. 
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37. Six, Legtyres on Light. Illustrated. By John 
yndall. ` 
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$9) ERE Ee 


40..The Evidence of Organic volution. By Geo. 
J. Romanes, ERS M X 


41. Current. Discussions in Science. By W. M. 
iams, F.C.S. 
42. History of the Science of Politics. By Freder- 
ick Pollock. 


43. Darwin and Humboldt. By Professor Huxley, 
Professor Agassiz, and others. ] 

e Dawn of History. By C. F. Keary, of the 

46. Diseases of Memory. 


British Museum. 
By Th. Ribot. Tran- 
slated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. 


47. Childhood of Religions. By Edward Clodd, 
PLAS. 


48. Lifein Nature. Illustrated. By Jas. Hinton. 

49. The Sun; its Constitution; its Phenomena; 
its Condition. By Judge Nathan 'T. Carr, 
Columbus, Ind. 

50.1 Money and the Mechanism of Exchange. By 

51. Prof. W. Stanley Jevons, F.R.S. 

52. Diseases of the Will. By Th. Ribot. Trans- 
lated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. 

53. Animal Automatism, and other Essays. By 
Prof. T. H. Huxley, F.R.S. 
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e Tbe Origin of Species. Dy Charles Darwin. 
59.) Two double numbers, 30 cents cach. 
80. Childhood of the World. By Edward Clodd. 
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65. Conditions of Mental Development; and other 
Essays. By Wm. Kingdon Clifford. 
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67. The Black Death. An Account of the Great 
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J. F. C. Hecker. 
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71, Anthropology. By Daniel Wilson, LL.D. 
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Tylor, F.R.B. 
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. ord of 11 years’ travel. By Henry Walter | 


82ilstrations,. > 


customs of Barbarous and Civilized Races. - 


` 


THE TRUTH SEEKER JULY 31; 1886, 


‘the Town of Liberal; Mo. 
. To ran EDITOR or Taz TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: 
Your extended account and comments on the 
"troubles in Liberal, as gathered from your 
issue of July 17th, justify mein asking your 
indulgence for a short space, that we may be 
set right before your readers. I think if all 
the truth were known, the genuin Freethought 
people of the world would justify us in all we 
did or had a hand in doing; and when I say 
us I wish to comprehend ninety-nine-one- 
_hundredths of the entire inhabitants of the 
town of Liberal. You know as much about 
amob visiting one Youmans as I do. AlI 
know about such a gathering came from 
‘Youmans, and, if what he said is true, he is 
. quite as much to blame as they. As I got it, 
a few young fellows visited Youmans at a 
late hour at night and told him to leave within 
twenty-four hours. Whereupon he fired on 
‘them out of the window, and they returned: 
the shot. This is his story as told the next 
morning, as I understand. I hav endeavored 
to ascertain if there was a mob and thé par- 
ticipants in it, and I can get no closer to it 
than what I hav related. I do know, how- 
‘ever, as well is I know anything from 
analogy, that no citizen of Liberal participated 
in any such gathering or countenanced it. 
On the other hand I hav reasons to believe 
that no such gathering ever occurred ; that 
the whole thing was a make-believe mob to 
raise a little cheap boom for prostitution, 
wliich hopes to find respectability through 
Freethought. Iassure you those freelovers 
are very obnoxious to the people round about 
the county, as you may see from the follow- 
ing from the Southwest Missourian : . 


Henry Replogle is, as we learn, publishing a 
freelove paper in Liberal. Mr. Replogle is the 
man who; on one occasion, left Liberal because of 
his detection in & transaction strongly illustrating 
the doctrins he uow preaches, and the pressure of 

. publie sentiment directed in the channel of purity 
and love undefiled will again force him to seek 
other fields for the promulgation of his infamous 

“creed. Barton county hasno room forsuch men. 


You see from the above the feeling against 
them: Am I to blame for that? Should I be 
condemned if the people from the country 
rise against them? I cannot control them, 

' and I am not responsible for what they may 
do. I hav been intrumental in protecting 
them from violence on two occasions, and 
would do it again, though I am unjustly ac- 
cused of encouraging mob violence’ by the 
very parties I hav protected. I would not 
hav the vilest wretch on earth mobbed, but I 

-am not responsible if a person so conducts 
himself as to bring about such a state of 
affairs. 

No one has ever been persecuted here for 
opinion's sake, unléss it be those believing 

; in the sacredness of the family relations. 
They hav ever been the objects of hatred by 
the misogamists and church people alike— 
one because they will not succumb to their 
philosophy (?) or rather passions, and the 
other, because they do not fall into the snare 
and verify Christian predictions that '* Free- 
thought tends to a lower morality." So it is 
we are constantly under the cross.fire and 
, combined assaults of freelust and the church. 
We might complain of persecution very prop- 
erly. We may fail; we may fall before the 
allied powers of priestcraft and misogamy ; 
but we will never surrender. We will never 
tear from the family altar the purity of 
mother, wife, sister, daughter. When they 
are assaulted we will not seek some recluse 
of safety, but we will meet the libertin and 
harlot at the threshold of our home, and de- 
fend the innocence within. If this be perse- 
cution of them, then place us in that list in 
double-capped letters. 

Let me say to you, and through your ex- 
tensivly circulating paper to your readers, be 
not deceived by the siren song of belief. 
There is not an intellectual belief in freelove 
on earth. The whole theory of freelove is 
founded on an improper action of the cer- 
ebellum, and not the intellect. It follows the 
dictates of passion, not of pure belief. It is 
the child of lust, and not of love; of brutal 
desire, not reform. 

No one should presume to interfere with 
another’s belief. But we should not be con- 
founded between public practice and private 
opinion. A man may believe it is proper to 
take the life of a human being, but when he 
attempts to practice it, it at once becomes our 
duty to prevent the murder. He may believe 
in self-defilement and free lust, but when he 
attempts their public practice, to the ruin of 
others, he then interferes with the rights of. 
others, and they may properly object. 

The time has come for Freethought jour- 
nals to take one side or the other of this prac- 
tice. They hav either to come out and 
squarely denounce that ism, or register their 
influence.on the side of universal prostitution 
made respectable (?) through Freethought, 
which at once will kill the whole movement 
in America—and it ought to.. With all the 
faults lying at the door of the church, we can 
say, to its honor, it does not recognize one 
organ, in all its hundreds of papers, that ad- 
vocates thgpromiscnous relations of the sexes. 
Would that we could say.as much for Free- 
thought. ` 

You hint that the mob might hav caused 


Mr. Chaapel to withdraw from the Liberal. 
We will sày, No, it was his philosophy (?) on 
the social question that made the vacancy. 
He and Warren Chase are referred to by 
Youmans to verify his misrepresentations. 
Neither of them was present at the hall, and 
neither of them knows anything about it of 
their knowledge. No honorable or truthful 
man will verify their statements, because 
they are not true. 

In all of my work in the Liberal cause I 
hav endeavored to represent Freethought in 
the highest conception of ethical culture. I 
hav made some mistakes, no doubt, but never 
to the debasement of the cause, to my knowl- 
edge. My work has always been to arrive at 
a higher and a better condition. If I hav 
been radical, it has been in accordance with 
my conception of right. To this course I hav 
had much opposition, and will likely hav 
much more. This opposition comes from 
those claiming to be Liberals. 

The truth is, Liberal is the mark for all the 
cranks in. the country to shoot at. They all 
come here and expect us to turn their crank; 
and if we fail to do so, as we always do, then 
we are registered as an autocrat, opinionated, 
il-Liberal, and’ as many other endearing 
names as hatred and malice can coin. Every 
misfortune and ill of the:county, from the 
discomfiture of a freelove nest to a colicky 
babe, is laid to me, and I must bear it all. I 
hav borne it for six years, and am willing 
to bear it for six more, but wonld be glad to 
giv the place up to anyone who would like to 
try the experiment. I hav a good property, 
worth about fifty thousand dollars, consisting 
in part of a good coal-mine, now in activ op- 
eration, which will pay fifteen per cent on the 
investment, with at least thirty thousand dol- 
lars’ worth of other property, which I would 
like to sell to some man, or company of men, 
who will come and take my place, and I will 
giv two thousand dollars to anyone who will 
find, me a purchaser. While I attach but 
little importance to this freelove ‘‘ tempest in 
a teapot,” I believe some one else could take 
my place with advantage to the cause and 
profit to themselvs. 

In conclusion, let me say, that ‘‘ shot-gun ” 
howl of the freelustérs is all bosh. Stewart 
said ‘‘ if a man should defile his daughter, he 
would use a shot-gun on him, but he would 
not advise others to take his remedy into their 
hands." . Mr. Stewart made no attack on any 
one; he criticised an ''ism" called freelove, 
for which he was personally abused by them. 
What he said has been misrepresented and 
the whole Freethought country put ablaze by 
the aggressors and those in the wrong, and 
your usually just paper usel to the injury of 
your friends. G. H. WALSER. 

Liberal, Mo. . 


To THE EDITOR OF Tuz TRUTH SEEKER, Sir : 
I wish to commend the very fair hearing you 
hav giv our trouble here, and set you right 
on our attitude as regards the ‘‘airing in and 
out of season of our doctrins.” We hav never 
attempted to advocate social reform in a public 
place or. meeting at any time. Mr. Moore 
has not even expressed himself to me on that 
question, and -has never approached it in 
public. Stewart having made a strong tirade 
against freelove, and Walser calling a vote 
afterward, naturally made those present fear 
a reply to his lecture, but none was intended. 
It was against his mobocratic attitude that 
the devoted four arose, but the. crowd would 
not listen to them for a considerable time, 
stamping and calling out ‘‘Sit down!” About 
thirty persons, out of the whole, stand and are 
ostracized with us, among whom are the 
broader-minded and more substantial ones of 
the town. As many more are rabid and 
stand with Walser and Stewart. The re- 
mainder are neutral, and swayed by the 
majority or greatest noise. Those who hav 
been considered heretofore the best citizens 
are disgusted with Walser’s proceedings and 
are discouraged. Many are kept quiet by 
having their homes mortgaged to him. He 
would crush them if they said a word, they 
feel sure. We hav said as little about 
things as was consistent with honesty, and 
were very mild on radical questions, 
but all to no purpose; they knew our 
principles, and Stewart made capital out of 
them to win notoriety. Walser cannot stand 
the idea of another paper. He has just 
crushed, by mortgage, a newspaper in the 
Christian town adjoining. Having no other 
hold on us, he encouraged mob demonstra- 
tions, and has finally recommended starving 
out and law, whenever anything can be 
caught that will do at all; but we watch close 
that he may not get us where we cannot 
easily prove more than we say. I should like 
to giv more facts and spirit of the affair, but 
hav not time now. H. P. REPĽLOGLE. 

Liberal, Mo. 
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Books on Prac-ical Steps in Fresent Needs. 


History of Woman’s Costume Movement; its 
first 35 years, Events and Persecutions, Supple- 
mented by Modern Martyrdom. | 132pp., fine paper, 
25c. Progress vs. Fashion. 32pp., paper, 10c, 
Woman’s Way Out. 32pp., paper, 10c. Love an 
Transition. Poctic, in two parts; an Epic and an 
Argument.. i91pp.,in fine cloth and gilt, 75c. 

Sent on receipt of price, by the author, 
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SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, it is now known to be the work of W. 
H. Bonn, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been soll, Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at this office. 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 
SUBJECTS : 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
some 12mo volume of Dearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in ‘nglish or German 
Anew cheap edition at only $1.50. 

SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B. Foote. Five volumes, at $1 each, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2, 

SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 


250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound, (The fifth [` 


volume of “Science in Story.") 50 cents. 
HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages. 
By Dr. Foote. 25'cents. 
SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES D 
phletse) By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, adyocating personal and public hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; “Health in the Sun- 
beam,” considering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and well. y mail, 10 cents each. 
HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). '**TheLaw 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 236 pages, cloth 


bound, $2 “ Heredity,” by Loring Moody, 159 
AgeB, cloth scents; “The og d Heredity,” by 
E H. Marsh, 10 cents; *'The"MAlphabet of the 


Human Temperament i with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; “ Generation before Regen- 
eration,” by Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; “ Re- 
ports of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
1882,” 10 cents Fen que panan Convention of the 
Institute of Heredity, May 29, 1883, cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


CANADIAN SECULAR UNION 


LEAFLETS. 


Long felt want supplied at last. 
Small cost.—Concise argument.—Written in a 
spirit of love and candor that wi 
Awake Thought without arousing Prejudice. 
Five Hundred of any one kind for $1. 
Sabbath or Sunday, Which?—Historical. Evi- 
dence, how Sabbath was Chaneed ?—Immortatity. 
The aims and objects of Secularism.—The Bible, 
What it has done for humanity, 
: 5900 for $1. 
The Best Leajtets Ever Issued. 
Prepared by leading lecturers, and carefully re- 
vised by committee of our most able Secularists. 
Address CANADIAN SECULAR UNION, 
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WHAT'S TO BE DONE? 


‘A. NIHILISTIC ROMANCE. 


By N. G. TCHERNYCHEWSKY. With a portrait 
of the Author. Translated by BENJ. 
UCKER. E 


Written in Prison. Suppressed by the Czar. The 
. Author Over Twenty Years an Exile in Sibe- 
ria. Russian Edition worth $600a Copy. 
First American Edition Extansted 
in Four Days. Second now 
Ready. An Elegant 
Volume of 330 
Pages. 


- . PRESS COMMENTS: ] 

To call the book the * Uncle Tom's Cabin " of 
Nihilism is scarcely extravagance.—Boston Adver- 
tiser. à 

It is perhaps the book which has most power- 
fully influenced the youth of Russia in their 
growth into Nihilism, and it is remarkable and 
noteworthy as a work which has played so impor- 
tanta part in the political and social history of 
the century.—Boston Courier. —. 

As a revelation of folk hfe it is invaluable; we 
hav no other Russian pictures that compare with 
it.—Providence Star. o 

The characters are go stron and vividly drawn 
that the interest in their fate becomes intense as 


| the thread of the narrativ is slowly unwound.— 


Boston Saturday Evening Gazette. X e . 
When we come to consider the publication of 


| such books as Flaubert's ** Salammbo " and Tcher- 


nychewsky's * What's To Be Done?" we cannot 
avoid the conclusion, that something must hav 
happened to the society for the suppression of 
indecent literature.—St, Louis Republican. 
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heathen nations of Antiquity, Con- 
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and Meaning. With 
numerous illus- 

: trations. 

The object of the work 1s to point out the myths 
with, which the Old and New Testaments abound ; 
tos E ow that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- > 
gin and explain their meaning. 

* It is unquestionable true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else 80 accessible as they are now made 
intue work before us."—N, Y. Sun, 

1 vol. 8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages. 


Price, $2.50. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York, 
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(NTBLLECTOAL LIBERTY 


From Thales to Copernicus. 


By FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND, Author of “The 
Reign of the Stoics.” ‘ 


“ This is a book not only to be read once, but te 
be kept and referred to, and pondered over from 
year to yeer, It is a guide-book of Liberalism 
throngh the past centuries prior to 1600, the era of 
Copernicus and Bruno, It does not take the place 
of other histories like Gibbon, Hallam, or Lecky 
but it makes them intelligible by pointing out the 
white light that his been cast upon the lurid 
clouds of ignorance, superstition, and cruelty, 
from the little stream of Freethought that has 
flowed in its ragged, broken, and obstructed course 
down throngh the ages which now liv only as our 


realm of Memory and Admonition." i 
Octavo, 458 pp. PRICE, $3.50, 
Address THE TRUHT SEEKER. 


PAINE’S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli- 
cal Works. f 
By THOMAS PAINE, 


“The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, ca Six copies for 


THE ORISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 
ration.” f 

Price, 35 cents, 


For either of these works, or any of Prine’s 
writings, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


HISTORY 


OF THE 


INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe. 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 
Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
huton Pl., New York city, 


The m ! 


John R. b elso, A.M. 
CONTENTS: 

The Old Testament.—The New Testament.—The 
Creation.—The Denge uae Exodus.—The Mira- 
cles cf the Dible.—The Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Dible.—The 
Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 
the Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or ` 

&vior. 

Crown octavo, 833 PR. , 
by mail post paid. Pri 


Splendidly executed Sent 
ce, $3.00, i 


Poetry. 


. The Bravest Battle. 


The bravest battle that ever was fought ! 
Shall I tell you where and when ? 

On the maps of the world you will find it not; 

: ‘Twas fought by the mothers of men. 


Nay, not with cannon, or battle shot, 
With sword, or nobler pen; 

Nay, not with eloquent word or thought 

` From mouths of wonderful men. 


But deep in a walled-up woman's heart— 
Of woman that would not yield, 

But bravely, silently, bore her part— 
Lo! there is that battle-field ! 


No marshaling troop, no bivouac song ; 
No banner to gleam and wave! 
But, oh! these battles, they last so long— 


From babyhood to the grave ! 
—Joaquin Miller. 


— 9—9—9———————-——— 
The Little Song. 


A little song, a shallow song, 

He wrote and put it by; 
The fire of genius high and strong 

Shone in his youthful eye. . 
Burnt in his soul, coursed through his veins, 
He felt the power of nobler strains. 


Years passed. In- poor obscurity 
He struggled on and on; 
Men glanced upon him heedlessly ; 
His life’s best years were gone. 
Broken, world-weary, and alone, 
With shattered hopes, unsought, unknown ! 


One day he chanced to find among 
Old papers dusty gray, 
The song he wrote when he was young, 
That he had thrown away. 
** Thou foolish little song !” cried he, 
-* Il try my hapless luck with thee.” 


A little song to touch the heart 
Dawned on the world one day, 

A song to make the quick tears start, 
Yet comfort care away— 

A song so tender, exquisit, 

It won the world throngh being sweet. 


Well did it serve the bard at last, 
That song of long ago; 
After so many years had passed, 
He woke one morn to know z 
That he had won a world-wide name— 
His little song had brought him fame. 
—Lesley Brooke. 
— M 


A. Discouraged Pastor’s Confession. 


The Chicago Herald gets the following 
from a local barber: ‘‘ You've heard of peo- 
ple getting discouraged so that they feel just 
_ like throwing up the sponge and quitting, 
"havn't you? Well, there was a man of that 

kind in here the other day. He was feeling 

terribly blue, too, and I'l] bet that in a week 

` you couldn't guess what business he was in. 
No, he wasn't a dealer in ice cream, nor in 
baby carriages, nor in roller skates. He 
wasn't the proprietor of a blanket sheet news- 
paper, nor the manager of a legitimate theater 
company, nor the pioneer of a dress reform. 
He was a minister of the gospel, and preaches 
every Sunday to a congregation on the West 
Side. He was not only dejected, but he was 
confidential. He used to shave with me 
regularly, and he and I were warm friends 
for years. So he had no hesitation in talking 
to me right out in meeting, as it were. And 
this is the way he went on: 

‘í Barber,’ says he, ‘I am discouraged. . I 
don’t deny it—I am downcast. Things are 
not going right. I mean in the church—in 
all the churches. There is something wrong.. 
I can’t tell what it is, but I know there should 
be a change. Very likely you know me well 
enough to know that I am in earnest in my 
work; that the cause of the master is dearer 
to me than my own life, and that of all the 
orthodox I am tbe most rigid and unswerving. 
There is no dissension in my church, no lack 
of good will between pastor and people, no 
unusual scandal, no scarcity of funds, and 
fair attendance at services. The trouble is 
deeper than this. It is even more serious. It 
is a case of dry rot, of decay at the roots, of 
lifelessness in the branches, of drying up in 
the marrow. 

** *Sundays are days which try my soul. It 
is not the work I perform, the efforts I am 
called upon to make, which harrass me, but 
the character of the soil into which the seed 
is cast. I never leave my pulpit without 
feeling oppressed by the indifference. which I 
hav been facing, the listlessness against which 
I hav been struggling. My congregations are 
large enough, but they are so inanimate. 
They listen, but they do not hear. It is not 
casting pearls before swine, but like distribut- 
ing books among bushes and hoping that the 
shrubs will read and learn how to grow into 
trees. There are exceptions, I know; there 
are listeners who drink in the gospel eagerly, 
and whose faces appear to me like oases in a 
human desert. But for one such there are a 
score of blanks with eyes which see no far- 
ther than the pews where their neighbors sit, 


, 
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and with ears which listen only for the organ | it cannot thrive upon indifference and blank- | 
peal which shall signal the approach of the | pess of - faith and dozing eyes. 


end of the services. There are scores of 
women thinking only of the dresses or faces 
about them; scoresof men slyly dozing or 
with thoughts upon business, sports, or poli- 
tics. Perhaps I am singularly unfortunate, 


. but so constituted am I that in the course of 


a sermon I involuntarily count these blank 
faces and compare their great number to the 
few upon whose countenances can be seen 
the light of interest and thought. After each 
sermon I feel more dejected than on the: pre- 
vious Sabbath, and I know that the day is 
coming when my will and courage shall fail 
me, and rather than chill in the effort to warm 
these ice floes I will seek other avenues of 
usefulness. * 


“No doubt, barber, you are unable to 
fally appreciate my dejection, and to under- 
stand the depth of my despair, and the shud- 
ders which shake my frame when I enter the 
pulpit. No doubt you will say I am foolish 
for giving way to such emotions, and that I 
should be satisfied as long as the people who 
employ me are content with what they get. 
But I cannot help it. The stolid indifference 
of my hearers to the thoughts and sentiments 
contained in my sermons is painful to me, 
because I know that in all of the churches in 
this city the same scenes are enacted, Not 
only here, but all over the country, are similar 
exhibitions to be found every Sabbath. 

** *We still hav congregations, it is true, 
but only because it is fashionable to go to 
church. It is the thing to-do. Church at- 
tendance is with a large portion of the peo- 
ple a mere matter of duty and faith rather 
than desire. With others it is habit, perfunc- 
torily performed. And with only a few—and 
they generally the aged or afflicted—is it the 
fruition of earnest wish to hear the sacred 
truths, and drink in new spiritual life and 
nutriment. . 

“‘ This is a matter that is worthy serious 
thought. Reflect that in the United States 
there are seventy-five thousand ministers, 


preaching to more than that many congrega- | 


tions. How much influence upon the char- 
acter, the morals, and the lives of the people 
of this country hav the unceasing efforts of 
this vast army of laborers in the master's 
vineyard? Is it not a fact that a few hun- 
dred editors of leading daily newspapers 
make greater impress upon their fellow-men 
than all of the ministers in our pulpits? Is it 
not a fact that the four English Sunday news- 
papers of Chicago, with their varied contents 
relating to all of the affairs of life, with 
blended news, sentiment, opinion, business, 
romance—in each something to touch the 
heart or appeal to the reason—are far more 
powerful in their influence upon the half-mill- 
ion people of this city than all of the sermons 
uttered in our hundreds of pulpits? Some of 
the newspapers print sermons, and I used to 
write out my discourses and giv copies to the 
newspapers until, upon investigation, I found 
that, save on occasions of special interest, not 
one newspaper reader in a hundred perused 
the pulpit thoughts. .Everything, even the 
advertisments, would be read—everything 
but the sermons. Five hundred people at- 
tend church, and only a few dozen bear away 
with them and remember till the following, 
day even a single thought from the discourse. 
Sermons printed in newspapers will not be 
read. Of what use, then, are sermons? 


. And, after all, can it be true that the gloom 


which settles over me on observing the mere 
fashionable presence but habitual indifference 
of my parishioners in their pews, is an in- 
stinctiv recognition of the fact that in cities, 
at least, the pulpit is a failure, and that thou- 
sands of able, earnest men are laboring week 
after week in agarren field ? 

** Barber, you are a regular attendant at 
church, and I think you will agree with me 
that it is not the fault of the sermons. The 
churches of America were never. better 
equipped with preachers than to-day—the 
discourses were never before so broad, so 
timely, so able. The trouble is not with the 
ministers, but with the people. They are 
drifting away from sermons. Year after year 
the masses are becoming less serious and re- 
flectiv. In the change from earnest thought- 
fulness to frivolity and miscellany and ‘light 
stuff,’ the newspapers hav led the way. This 
generation seems to hav eschewed thought 
and to be willing to do everything by instinct. 

*** As good and pious a man as you, bar- 
ber, knows very well that religion is nothing 


if it is not earnest and deep. It must be, his religion. teaches. 


drawn from the great hights and the depths 
of the infinit. 
good, and enthusiasm cannot be made of 
habit; it cannot consist of fashionableness; 


Religion is enthusiasm for: and in truth can never die. 


1866. 


plenty of religion in the world, and plenty of 


it in Chicago, too, but sermons are losing. 


their potency because religion is changing its 
character. We still hav the old sermons, but 
the new religion needs no sermons at all. 
The religion of the infinit revealed is giving 
place to a religion of humanity. It is seen 
everywhere, but its best forms are found in 
the church. .The ministers go on with their 
sermons about the revelation and the book 
and the interpretation, but.it is in social lead- 
ership, in encouraging the meeting together 
of men and women and children, in the moral 
and general teachings of the Sabbath-schools, 
in pound partying, sociables, Christmas-trees, 
and, above all, in the aid societies and the 
many works of charity clustering about it 
that the church finds its real power. The 
sermons are nowhere. They deal with relig- 
ion in the abstract, while the new religion is 
practical. The religion of deep and serious 
conviction, of earnestness and great faith, of 
communion with the scriptures and with the 
inspirer of all, is passing away. The present 
power of the church is social, not spiritual. 
Preaching :is merely endured, and pastoral 


prayer isa form. The choir is more potent 


than the pulpit. And yet, out of deference to 


custom, avast army of noble men go on week’ 


after week laboring and struggling and pro- 

ducing each year millions of sermons which 

fall upon the people like useless handbills 
upon a cold and checrless pavement. 

“< It is appreciation of the vastness of this 
wasted energy which oppresses me, barber, 
and fills me full of sadness and foreboding. I 
tremble for the future of a religion that is 80 
drifting. I yearn for some work in life that 
will giv me listening and thinking men to talk 
to—a sphere of usefulness in which I need 
not be a mere tolerated relic, but an actuality 
and indispensable. Can you advise me?’. 

** ‘Certainly, says I. to my dear and long- 
winded pastor, ‘certainly, sir. Try barber- 
ing.’ ” 

—_—— +e — — — 
Obituary. 

Dizp.—At her home in Brentwood, L. I., on 
July 2d, Mrs. Emily Codman, wife of our 
esteemed friend and co-worker in the cause 
of truth, Chas. A. Codman. 

It is fitting always on the close of a life to 
pause awhile amid our activities to contem- 
plate the mystery of death; and that not only 
out of respect for the departed, but for. the 
moral and spiritual welfare of the living as 
well. 

It was one of the religious rites of the an- 
cient Egyptians to hold a court of inquiry on 
the character of cach deceased person, to 
ascertain his fitness for another life, as dis- 
closed by his conduct in this. We of the 
nineteenth century, a8 we stand at the open 
grave, or at the crematory furnace, ponder, 
not so much, if at all, the fitness of the indi- 
vidual for another life, but whether there be 
a future state at all, or an objectiv soul to be 
happy or to suffer in it. Such, after nineteen 
hundred years of Christian teaching, is the 
state of mind of the thoughtful to-day, so un- 
solved is this problem. ~ 

On such sad occasions (said in the sense of 
sundering existing objectiv relations; but not 
Said from another aud higher point of view) 
we hav in the past been consoled or com- 
forted with one or the other of two philoso- 
phies—one thoroughly pessimistic iu its tone, 
teaching that life at the best is hardly worth 
living, and that “death ends all;" the other 
optimistic in its tendency, asserting that, so 
far from death ending all, it is only a prepar- 
atory state for a never-ending life of bliss 
or of woe hereafter. Formerly the rejec- 
tion of one of these theories (for neither of 
them is susceptible of proof) meant the ac- 
ceptance of the other. Not so, however, now, 
for a new philosophy and a new religion has 
recently obtained, which, while assenting to 
the fundamental dogma of each, in a sense 
not contemplated by its adherents, givs to 
those ideas a more profound signification 
and a higher use than either is capable of 
in this literal and 'objectiv meaning; or, in 
other words, the new philosophy of Positiv- 
ism agrees with the Materialist that death 
does end all odjecttoly, but that it is by no 
means the end of the subjectiv life of which 
the objectiv (body) was only an instrument 
or tool. 

To the Christian it concedes another and a 
never-ending life, but not such a gross one as 
The soul (not as an 
entity but as an influence) does indeed liv, 
It livs as an in- 
fluence either for good or evil made by the 


| instrument (the body) on its surroundings, 


There is still 


becoming o on the destruction of tlie body an in- 


‘finitesimal part of the great being, humanity. ] 
- If any is at a loss to understand this im- - 
mortality of influence, let him conceive of ` 


life.with all the results of past generations 


blotted ‘out, and what would be left'to the. 
man of to-day? Are not the works of genius _ 


more real to us than was the living man? 
The influence on the world of all men, it is 
true,is far from being alike, still, like. the 


drop of water to the ocean, it forms & part of- 


a whole. 
‘‘ There is neither mysticism nor hyperbole, 
but simple observation, in the belief that the 


eareer of every human being in society does `. 
In spome‘ : 


not- end with the death of the body. 
sort its higher activitiesand potency can only 
begin truly when change is no longer possi- 
ble; for the worthy gain influence and range 
at each generation, just as the founders of 
some populous race gain a greater father- 
hood at each susceeding growth of their de- 
scendants. 

“The humblest life that ever turned a_sod 


sends a wave, no, more than a wave—a life—_ 


through the ever-growing harmonies of hu- 
man society. Nota soldier died at Marathon 
or Salamis but did a stroke by which our 
thought is enlarged and our standard of duty 
formed to this day. ‘John Brown's body 
lies a-moldering in the grave, but his soul is 
marching on.’” : 

This new view of immortality, which is in 
perfect harmony with science, has also all the 
ennobling influences on character and health- 
ful tendencies that are claimed for the old be- 


liéf in objectiv immortality; for, while the - 


motiv underlying the wish for an objectiv 
immortality is purely a selfish one, the de- 


sire to liv again in our good works is purely - 


altruistic. 

To this new conception of another life our 
departed sister inclined during her later 
years.. Its influence on her character was 


good, as it must-necessarily be on all who ac- : 


cept it. The reason why its influence. must 
be healthful and ennobling is, that it lifts the 


individual to a higher plane of thought and > 


action; it eliminates egotism and cultivates l 


altruism. 

Fhe individual who is forever anxious 
about ‘‘ his soul’s salvation” is actuated only 
through love of his personality, while he who 
seeks or hopes to ‘‘ join the choir invisible,” 
does so only that others may be made better 
and happier-thereby. ` 

Dissatisfied with the low aims, frivolities, 
and inharmony of life as led by the multi- 
tude, a few gifted minds, about’ forty years 


ago, inspired by the writings of Fourier, '- 


Brisbane, Warren, Andrews, and others, of 
whom Margaret Fuller, Hawthorne, and 
Thoreau were types, sought by their writings 
and example to inspire others with the like 
aspirations. 

In our departed sister they found an apt 
and enthusiastic disciple. Imbued with the 
desire for a more harmonious and truer life 


than could be found in society as now con- — l 


stituted, she left her New England home to 
join one of the many attempts then being 
made to realize their aspirations for a truer 
life. This attempt was made at Modern 
Times (now Brentwood), on the principles 
taught by Josiah Warren, which, it was be- 
lieved, would make it possible for men to 
deal equably and justly with each other, and 
to so adjust their relations as to make har- 
mony and peace possible, and thus escape the 


great and growing inharmony in human 


society, and the nnequal distribution of wealth 
from which so many evils spring. 

The world, unfortunately, was not then 
prepared to accept principles so just. Had it 
been so prepared, how different would so- 
ciety now be! But we believe it is only a 
matter of time. The good seed has been 
sown, fruitage must some day follow. ` 


D 


For ever the truth comes uppermost, - 
And ever is justice done. 

The effect. of this unselfish philosophy 
upon the character of our sister was also 
manifested in her domestic life. She was 
ever planning how to amuse and make life 


pleasant to those around her, and especially : 


to children. She was, indeed, a social queen, 
whose memory will be held in grateful remem- 
brance by all, but especially by the young, 
whose happiness she did so much to promote. 


As an evidence of her freedom from super-: 


stition, shc was an ardent advocate of crema- 
tion, and it was among her last requests that 


her body should be incinerated, which re- . 


quest was religiously fulfilled by her hus- 
band. © 
Thus passed Emily Codman from objectiv 
life into the collectiv humanity. 
H. B. Browy, 
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-doxy,” bound.in one beautil 
calf, library style, and con 
Pages, which is sold at th: 


Price of $5. Sent by mail po: 
Tributes, There hav 

applications f. 

His Brother," yy, Ingert 

Banquet Toast,” and the re. 
Little Harry Miller's Gray 

been printed on heavy 

ble for framing, and the dE: 


fore pal * Decoration Day O 


‘here 


à ‘ar Menus € 
table-talks, A day-to-day con- 


ures, letters, t 
f the author. Th work is designed 


- gant library style, $4.50; in f Turkey mo- 
.roeco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in : tree 


——~ 7 “calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


- 


.. The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and 
- . Ingersoll. | 
.50 each. . Every admirer of these | pa] 


Cabinet size;. true to 


E Ae 
apostles of Beleion Liberty should hav them. 
. Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 


Superb photographs, 92x98, $5; panel, 103x17, 
: $3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents; card, 20 cts. 
` ‘ Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


J.E. Remsburg’s Works. 


` - False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 


Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, Asa | 


Missionary Document it is unexcelled, ong 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
-. The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
f ey pw ; the Woman's Rights 
ovement ; e Temperance orm; e 
Church and the Repubko. : 


Bible Morals. . Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by IR. : Falsehood and 
` Deception; Cheating: Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o. 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents ; 6 copies; $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 
' and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sun ay Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; ‘Testimony of the ristian Fathers; The 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws. Price, 25 cents; six copies, $1.00. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson_an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
b cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 ots. 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the sto 
of the Author-Hero's life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
: dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
jt. Choice extracts from * Common Sense,” 
* American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ? are given; also, tributes to Paine's 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers’ Convention, January 29, 1864. Price, 


10 cents. : 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York, ` 


and interestingly Written. BATOS 
Price. 81.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., ` 
: 38 Clinton Place, New York. 


| A STUDY | 
PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY 


BY LEWIS C. JANES. 


This book treats of, the natural evolution of the 
Christian religion, its historical antecedents in 
alestinian Judaism and Roman Paganism ; in- 
vestigates the history of the founder of Christian- 
ity in the light of the latest scientific criticism of 
the New Testament; shows that the true story of 
ihe Man Jesus, and his genuin teachings are 
separable from the later legendary accretions 
which hav confounded him with the mythical 
Christ, and traces the natural development of 
Christian dogma and ecclesiastical institutions. 
Complete references and full index.  8320pp. 8vo, 
cloth, gilt top. Price $1.50. 

Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER Office, 


A SKETCH OF THE LIFE 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA, 


OR THE 
First Ten Decades of Our Era. 


BY 
DANIEL M. TREDWELL. 


Designed to show upon the authority of Histor 
that Apollonius of Tyana performed miracles an 
spoke wise sayings equal to those attributed to 

esus Christ. 850pp.,octavo,beststyle. Price $2.50. 

Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER office. 


THE ORDER OF CRRATION. 


A Discusston Between 
Gladstone, Huxley, Muller, 
Linton, Reville, 


On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 


OONTENTS: 


I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. By Hon. 
. E. Gladstone. 
II. The Interpreters of Genesis and the Inter- 
preters of Nature. By Prof. T. H. Huxley. 
III. Postscript to Solar Myths. By Prof. Max 
uller. 
IV. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial. 
By Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 
V. Dawn of Creation. An Answer to Mr. Glad- 
sione. By Albert Reville, D. D. 
VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. By Prof. T. H. 


Huxley. 
VII. A Protest anda Plea, By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 
; on. ] 


This is a new book and contains the latest discus- 
sion on the mistakes of Moses. The names of the 
participants are a guarantee of its able character. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. . 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.. 
83 Clinton Pl., New York. 


ADAMI AND HEVA, 
BY 8. P. PUTMAM. 

A poetio version of the Indian Story of the Gar- 
den of Eden, in which its superiority to the muti- 
lated copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. 

PRICE, 10 CENTS. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
: 38 Olinton Place; New York. 


Rise and Decline. 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


` Price, $1.00. For sale at this ofice 


FREETHOUGHT NOVEL. 


The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 
written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonnell 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 

Family Creeds. By William McDon- 
nell, author of ‘Exeter Hall.” Price, cloth. 
$1.25; paper, 75 cents. ` 


Exeter Hall. “One of the most excit- 


ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
Gcorge Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. - 404 pages. $1.25. 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story. From the London edition. By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 
30 cents. - 

By 


All in a Lifetime. A Romance. 


Miss Susan H. Wixon, “The great charm of 
this novel is its absolute fidelity tonature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was Puis prepared to ex- 
ect to find, in such a marked degree, even 
From so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks.” Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason 
BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


Cloth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office. , 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
Youth. By Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
stition. The Only Illustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children’s Story-Book ever issued. 66 full-page 


and 2 smaller illustrations; large type, heavy 
toned paper, broad margins, uminate 
covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1.25.. 

Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 

the Young Folks. By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued at a reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photogre h of the author which adds very 
much e value of the volume. . 


The Youth’s Liberal Guide. By 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M. Price;$1.00. This 
volume aims at the education of youth in the 
principles of Freethought, at the same time 

hat it inculcates moral duties aud human 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason and 
common sense. ddress THE TRUTH 

SEEKER 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAT. 
Price 25 centa, 


E o oe 


LECTURES. 

5 Philadelphia should at- 
se of Science Lectures - 
t the Hallof Friendship ` 
rd ave. ` : 


questions). 
F. ATKINSON, F.R.A.8. 


‘RAL LEAGUE No. 257 


Industrial Hall, Broad and 
7:90 p.m. for lectures and 
gious and social questions. 
the audience. N.B.—Truth ‘ 
rays on hand at cheap rates. 


) SHAKSPERE. 


‘akspere could not write. 
y Francis Bacon to the Earl 
| A.D., 1590. By WM. HENRY . 

i For sale at this office. ^ 


LL SALE! 


In accumulation of debts, I 
: notice all my elegant stock 


SALE COST. 


imond ear-drops $200, worth 
h worth ; another pair, 
plegant brooch, arabesque 
0, worth $225; another, line 
; $220; worth $325; another, 
200: same, $80, worth $125. 
» reductions. Smaller dia- 
f below lowest market price. 
. embossed case watch set 
35, worth $200; lady's watch 
25; $100 watches, $70; $80 
68, $50; solid gold chains, 
d jewelry, 25 per: cent dis- 
subject to inspection, or 
Aisfactory. 
DSAVE MONEY. 
ETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ill. 
unas ulad v direkt deabus 


FELLOWS 


is a regularly educat- 
ed and legally quali- 
fied physician, and 
the.most successful, 
as his practice will 
rove. He has for 
wenty years treated 
exclusivly all diseases 
of the Sexual Organs, 
in the cures of which 
he stands preeminent 
SPERMATORRHGA 
and IMPOTENCY 
asthe result of self- 
abuse in youth and 
sexual excesses in ma- 
turer years, causing 
night emissions by 
dreams, loss of sexual 
power, renderin 
mariage OO er and Oe  apecation in iiy 
ermanen an outside a : 
eye NO STOMACH MEDICIN USED,  Itis one 
of Dr. Fellows! valuable digcoveries, which is en- 
tirely unknown to the medical profession. It is 
nota catch-penny get up, such as a pad, belt, pas-. 
ille, nor magnetic appliance, but simply a medi- 
cin to be applied externally on the parts affected, 
which cures by absorption. Send five 2-cent stamps 
for his “ Private Counselor,” giving full informa- 
tion. Address Dr. R. P. Fellows, Vineland, N. J. 
and say where you saw this advertisment. 


N. B.—Dr. Fellows begs leave to say that he i£ 
an Infidel of the most pronounced character. Bro. 
Liberals, your patronage 18 solicited. 


A r er 22 


a 
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“SHOPPEL’S MODERN HOUSES" No. 3. 
(Just Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: ` 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. n 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces lor 
constructing & model house, with plain directions 
for putting them together. 

While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. Itis,in fact,a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, so exact that itis useful to 

uilders. 

55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying fron! 
$500 to $15,000). K 

2 New Designs for Barns. 

1 New Design for a Chapel. : 

Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 

(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 
Àn Article on Villa Park Associations. 
BENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE, $1. 
Address 
THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN ASSO'N. 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 
TED—Lady agents actually clear $20 daily 
WANI my wonderful entirely new patent rub- 


ber undergarments for females. A minister’s wite 


$ AM H. N, LITTLE 
sold 13 first hour. MADAM iago hn 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored fur 
human advancement, and how the other ha 
always opposed it. : 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents 
tweniy-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish that the friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. i 


THE MODERN BALAAM. 


Showing the Balaam of modern times to be th 
priests. It isasplendid pictorial argument. Pric 
per dozen, 30 cents per hundred, $1.50, 


E 


“In the trials of the] | 
detective ate quse 


chanical pc sof 
at short notice. ik 


z ` . ‘Coneress will probably, 
adjourn this week. 


Tur workingmen™‘of 
New York are. talking: ofr 
running Henry George ' x 
for mayor of the city- 


THERE is a revolutii n: 
jn Mexico, ‘two. stateg? 
Tamaulipas and Nuevo" 
Leon, being in open re. 
-bellion. 


A Bosrow, Mass. pes 
has decided that barbets 
may keep open on Sun-} 
days, theirs being a work} j 
of necessity. 


Wiru the defeat of "M 
Home Rule pill and th i 


= "uy Gladstone ; 
. comes fand & mem 

of Parliament, and: Lord 
Salisbury is the head sôf 
the government. . 


‘Ont hundred wid three 
arrests were made in this 
' city last: Sunday for viola. I 
tiom of the law against + 
selling liquor on that b 4 
There sre laws against 
tire selling of other thing 
in New York on Sunday, * 
‘bit though they were i 
openly.yiolated, no at 
rests followed on that ace 
count,. ` 


z iod oop, m of Mattie ‘Randall, | 
at Morris, Conn., wasfound, Sunday, þang- 
| — ing-dead by the neck a short" distance’ from 


the scene of his crime, He had committed: 


suicide,: it is supposed. ' 
. A. "MAN-EATING shark ten.feet in length 
Was caught at the foot of Béekmàn street, 


-the habit of bathing daily in the adjacent 
waters of the East River. 


os Tug Rev. Father William J. Sherman, of 

“Brooklyn; has broken. his..priestly vows by 
running. away with à woman. His friends 
claim that be is married to her. If such can 
be proved; ‘the church ‘will excommunicate 
him, but if he has merely seduced her, there 
-may still-be hope for him. . 

A. YovNéfellow named Brodie ——ÓÓ 
dropped from the Brooklyn Bridge into the 
East River one day last week. He was picked 

. up uninjured. A man named Odlum lost his 
life in attempting to perform the same feat a 
yearago. The distance from the bridge to 
the surface of the water is about 125 feet. 

ALBANY, N. Y., celebrated last week its two 
hundredth anniversary. . President Cleve- 
Jand, Governor Hill, and other distinguished 
citizens participated in the festivities. Mr. 

; Cleveland told the people that the time he 
spent in Albany was the happiest period of 
his life. This statement, considering that his 
honeymoon in Washington is scarcely ended, 
causés somè temark. . ] 

At Tomah, Wis., the Rev. Mr. Alderson, 5 
minister of the ‘gospel and editor of the To- 


mah Hnte-prise, has just been tried by the 
church committee on the charge of whipping 


i ‘his wife: The charges were sustained by the 
‘committee. Mr. Alderson was one of the 
instigators of the charges against. Rev. Mr. 
Fullmer, late a pastor at the same place, who 
was tried: for conduct which reflected discredit 
on the church, the: charges being also sus- 
tained. 

Tux Rev. Johannes Van den Brock is pas- 
tor of thé Arminian church at Paterson, N. J. 
“Though possessed of an estimable wife, his 
conduct toward other women has caused a 
scandal. | John Hartman, a parishioner, 


warned the dominie of this, and the clergy-- 


man gave him a thrashing, and bit a big piece 
‘of flesh: out of his arm. Hartman procured a 
warrant for Van den Brock’s arrest, and the 
officers who went to execute the same found 
the. clergyman half dressed in the apart- 
ments of an unmarried woman. He was 
held in two hundred dollars ‘bail. The 
woman says that the Rev. Mr. Van den 
Brock has wronged her. 


; ' A Bt. Louis paper says : For a week. past 2 dark 


;, hand of pestilence having grasp 
New York, lást Saturday. Small boys ate in : 


her it. closes: edetencs alto- 
‘ate to another life, is a ques- 
y are now in doubt; while 
hav made up their minds 
that when.a man dies he is 
as though he had’ never 
been.—Toronió Bystander mee 


is often spread over.à long: 
time, and so does not be- 


years.. The specific stripes 
may follow late aftér the of- 
fense, but they.follow be- 
cause. they accompany it. 
Crime and: “punishment 
grow. out of ‘one’ stem. 
| Punishment is 0 f à 

8l unsuspected, ripens within 


pent as the pagan 
was ‘sixteen’ “hin 


“the. M wing, ‘and its 


Tu 


2x Ed and. nds. ds 


"ble by the: Protesta 


ing up & ^ Diving by, ferie ai across né 


H en Faith. ; ci. eis 
mured the nbtohisr buie fob n 

. VYs-n-8.. 7 cr thé English: people. is growing all 
. * And this:i is where our wor Fivdlited. pont the remains in an; ut 


aters2”. aus . 
KERM ilaaj 


THE good writers are not ‘all desd. A special: to- 


gloom has been. “over this community, the cla mmy 
4t firmi; 


E rn s the line of kin 
“How múch y. xod char f high or-low, in the line o gs 
bxaetspot?? CORA Woe woe hopelessly incongrüous; incom- 
** Wg-à-l, you look: like a clergyman;. an’ I won't mensürable;. and.out-of place. He is, in fact, the 
charge you. nothin’.”” |man of the New World; his institutions in the 
The devout.one’ boarded the. boat, ànd, at last | main embody the organic principles of the New 
was pointed out where the miracle is. said to haw | World: society. “At Washington, not &t& West- 
occurred. After gazing at the waters, and divid ‘minster, should be his statue.--Go:d uin Smith. 
ing his time between glances at/his books and de- 
vout ejaculátions of satisfaction, the searcher sig- Tae water seems to know enough to run down 
nified his willingness to return. 


‘A MAIDEN;Once said, "em. not: mate With a ‘mah: 
who has nôt fortune great.” . -So she pouted aüd 
waited, and scorned to be mated, She's a maiden 
yet—age forty-eight.—New York Commer cial Aa 
vertiser. 

A maiden once thought; “I cannot be bought— 
TIl marry a man -who is poor; but the man he 
drank beer, died driving a '*keer," and twelve or- 
phans went out from the door. "Tis better to, $ f 
wait, and be aged forty-eight, than to marry the| « Charge you $20. to. take you back”. said the: 
average man; for there's trouble ahead for the speculativ Yankee. 
maiden who'll wed the very first person she can.—]. « But you said you wonld change nóthîng, ” 


how to-shine without superintendence, the winds 


the grass and the corn don't fail to grow in the 


it 
` Courier Journal, ids 1 , ty | Spring without an. instructor or mover, and 80 i 
THE LANDOWNER AND THE MULE. to ed Map $ Nothin’ to bring YOU Ont Ewen: is with everything in the univer e The earth re- 
: 1 : volves with unerring precision ; the planets move 
A rich man had a piece of land on which a young “ And do you charge ‘everybody’ ino to take’ Eom in obedience to unalterable laws of thé universe; 
mule was grazing back?" asked the astonished searcher. - ~ .. follow th laws, and noth- 
j "Ya-a-s, That's about the igger.”. 2... the world and stars follow the same laws, 


“Ishall harness you,” said the man to the mule, 
“and make you plough this land to grow melons 
on, of which I am very fond, while the stalks will | 
amply supply you with food.” 

To which the mule replied : **If I consent to toil 
on your terms, you will hav all the melons and I: 
shall be worse off than now, inasmuch as I shall 
hav to eat dry stalks instead of feeding on the 
fresh green grass. Pl not do it, sir.” 

“ How unreasonable you are," remonstrated the 
landowner; ‘your father never had any other 
food but thistles; and yet would work sixteen 
hours, and even more, a day without grumbling.” 

“ Alas | that is true!” retorted the mule. * But 
then, you know, my father was an ass,” i 


ts » ing needs an additional pushing power;. nothing 

PME Aa xp ec un emi dido requires a director; there is absolutely nothing 

out and walked." : for divine providence to attend to} there is no more 

; : conceivable use for any God than there is for a 

million of'them. The universe is superior io all 

imaginary gode, and has not the slightest use for 
them.—Bennett’s Infidel Abroad. 


Paine Vindicaled ARE you married? Hav you a wife you love? 
g | She dies and you die also. You, from your first- 


pi much as a well-trained parrot might say it. You 
i d a " had never examined your reasons for your faith 
A RUE aha over whelming p^ p the n as a-true believer should, you distrusted the effi- 
| York Observers” ‘slanderous attacks cacy of your carnal reason. You said, *I believe 
: in God and in Jesus Christ," because you had 
upon the AuthorHero of the Amer: ‘been taught to say it, and you would as glibly 
ican Revolution: Containing ` . |say, “I believe in Allah, and in Mohammed his 
both the ‘slanders ànd ` ` | prophet,” had your birth-place been a few degrees 

their refutation. : 


eastward, and your parents and iustructors 
Turks. You believed in this life, and after death. 
BY ROBERTI G. INGERSOLL. 


Lt i 


"Tag. great poet of the future is to come out of 
the West, says Walt Whitman, and the Tribune 
bas its eye upon the young lady who is to be the 
g.p.of the f. She livs at Bird's Island, in this 
state, and hereis a sample'of her work : 

I rise at dawn, and, putting on m; clothes, 


Stride forth to cheer my eyes, and éars, and nose 
With nature's dulcet sights, ‘and sounds, an 


toawake in heaven, Your much-loved wife did not 
think as you did—she could not. Her organiza- 


ST tion, education, and tempérament were all differ- 


smells, The New York a (Presbyterian) having | ent from your own! She disbelieved because she 
And strolling through the woodland’s mossy { recently reissued its assault upon the memory of | could not believe. She was a good wife, but she 
aths, Paine, this pamphlet should be circnlated every- disbelieved; a virtuous, kindly woman, but she 


undefiled with mortar, bricks, or Jaths, 
I worship nature in her bosky d 


And thinks me, as I view her SS work, | 
Dame Nature surely ne'er did halt or shirk, 
But toiled e’en as the busy little bee. 


And so may we, without a simp'ring smirk, 
Nor, d with aught of discord, jar or jerk, 
oil on to glorious i immortality. 
—MHinneapotis Tribune, 


A CELEBRATED MIRACLE EXPLAINED. 

He was a devout Ohristian, and had made the 
study of the Bible and the proper understanding 
of the Big Book the highest.aim of life. When he 
arrived at the Sea of Galilee his heart was filled 
with awe, and he felt renovated and cleansed by 
the thought that he was gazing on the very same 
spot where his savior once stood. Approaching 
the. boatman, he addressed him in his choicest 
Arabic, and; with Bible and commentary i in hand, 
awaited an answer, 

“Ah! what smatter th yer? . Why don't you 
talk the United States?” asked the mah, contempt- 
uously, He was a real live Yankee, who was pick. | 


disbelieved; a good, affectionate mother, but she 
disbelieved. And you are to be happy for an 
eternity in heaven, while sve is writhing it in n agony 
I in hel] !—Bradiaugh, 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 
vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions, 
with numerous references and citations, that 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
of rod propomitiona in the same book, Price 

. 25 cents. 


CHRISTIANITY 
(REWARD FOR CRIME. 


Substantiated by the Bible. 
| BY 
O. B. WHITFORD, M. D. 
Price, 10 Cents, | Per Dozen, $1.00 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Dr 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


where in vindication. 
60pp. Price.10 cents; 12 copies, $1. 


A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD 
A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
_ bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 
dying moments attributed to ‘Bishop: Fenwick 
(upon. which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


18pp. -Price D cents; 25 for $1. 00. 
Mor these #wo pamphlets addrëss 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
es m Clinton, PL, New York, 


bhen flower of the pleasure ! 


hill without being directed, the sun seems to know: g 


are ábléto blow, the waves of the ocean to roll, ` 


speech to your last, hav ever said, "I believe,” | 


come distinct. for: many ` 
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Jons H. Surra, ex-minister to Liberia, says 

: the Mohammedans are making more converts 
among the negroes than the Christian mis- 
sionaries. There are about thirteen thousand 
negroes from.the United States in the colony. 


‘Tur. Rev. Dr. Bartol, a Concord philoso- 
pher, is credited with the statement that he 
. would not abolish hell if he could. This leads 
to the conclusion that the weather has not 
been às warm in Concord this summer as it 
has been in New York. 


Mrs. CLEVELAND, the president's wife, was 
taken into the Presbyterian church at Wash- 
ington as a member last Sunday. It is 
thought that this will place the whole people, 
to some extent, on praying ground and inter- 
ceding terms of mercy, or words to that 
effect. 

Erta WHEELER Wirnoox sees poetry even 
in cremation. She says: ‘‘Snowy clothing 

~ envelops it [the body], the door swings 
noiselessly open, the iron cradle that appears 
like a nuptial bed disappears in a glory of 
crimson light as a dove flies into the crimson 
sunlight and disappears from view.” 

Mrs. Jonn Pritt, of Pittsburgh, Pa., be- 
came greatly frightened during a thunder 
shower one day last week. She ran to her 
bed-chamber for a bottle of holy water, to 
ward off danger, but instead she got one 
filled with sulphuric acid. She dashed the 
«contents upon her face in considerable quan- 
‘tities, and. when the neighbors came in re- 
«sponse to her eries, they found her writhing 

"n pain on the floor. A physician who was 


i 


called says that Mrs. Prill has destroyed her 
eyesight, and that her face will be disfigured 
aslong as she livs. 

Tau Eraminer, a religious paper, thus 
laments: ‘‘It is sad and. humiliating that 
ministers of the gospel should fall into sin, 
and nothing is more common than to see the 
facts spread out in the newspaper press.” 


TEMPERANOE women in the Prohibition 
village of Marshalltown, Ia., watched the 
drug store sales of liquors for a month, and 
ascertained that the six druggists sold 112} 


gallons of whiskey, 2,197 bottles of beer, 81 | 


gallons of alcohol, 6 gallons of brandy, 8 
gallons of gin, 1 barrel of ale, and 5 gallons 
of wine. 


A OLERGYMAN'S wife, calling on Mrs. Glad- | 


stone at Hawarden, remarked in speaking of 
the elections that these were troublous times. 
“ But,” ejaculated she, piously, ** there is one 
above that wil guide us." ‘‘ Yes," said Mrs. 
Gladstone, ''he will see through it; and if 
you will take a seat I dare say he will be 
down-stairs in a few minutes.” 


‘A Boston boy was learning his Sunday- 
school lesson with the words, ‘‘ Consider the 
lilies of the field how they grow; they toil 
not neither do they spin, and yet I say unto 
you that—” here the boy paused, forgetting 
the next word, and then proceeded with a 
pronounced voice, ‘‘ Sullivan in all his glory 
was not arrayed like one of these.” 


A OLERGYMAN who livs in Southern Wash- 
ington county, Mass., and who is addicted to 
farming, during the recent dry spell prayed 
very earnestly for rain. Within a few hours 
the rain came, and wet, among other things, 


a jag of hay which the clergyman had 


neglected to put under cover. The clergy- 
man confesses that he didn’t know his prayer 
was loaded. 


A LADY recently sought to instruct her 
little grandchild in relation to the provident 
care of heaven. ‘‘Who givs you your daily 
bread?" asked she. “Dod,” replied the 
child, * but Uncle John puts the butter and 
sugar on.” With the addition that ‘ father 
pays for it,’ the part which God takes in 
furnishing daily bread might be dispensed 
with without appreciable loss. 


A REVEREND bishop in California is dis- 
gusted at what he styles the loose way in 
which children are brought up nowadays. 
He would like to return to the ‘‘ spare the 
rod and spoil the child " theory, and com- 
plains that **a man can no longer correct his 
child without being reported. Society inter- 
feres." Well, that depends. If by “ cor- 
recting his child" the good bishop means 
that the parent has no longer the right to nail 
his earseto a lamp-post, or to thrash him until 
the birch forest givs out, or to snap a coach 
whip at his legs in order to teach him to 
honor his parents, that his days may be long 
—why, there is a certain amount of objection 
among decent folk, it must be confessed. 
It’s bad form to grumble because the law 
will not allow you to beat your children over 
the head with a chair.— Herald. 


Says the Cincinnati Commercial, touching 
funeral insincerity: ‘To preach a funeral 
sermon over a good man, praising his good 
life, commending it as an example to the 
living, and soothing the mourners by a con- 
templation of the virtues of the departed, is 
a high and graceful task. It is in line with 


the custom of those classical peoples whom 
we call pagan, because they subdivided the 
persons of their gods more than we, to pro- 
nounce funeral orations over the great dead. 
But in our different circumstances the preach- 
ing of funeral sermons runs into the abandon- 
ment of discrimination. The preacher is not 
even allowed to limit his funeral preaching to 
the members of his own church. Even in 
his own sheep there may be wethers whose 
lives are not commendable; but he must also 
preach over their relations who do not be- 
long to his flock ; over their scapegrace sons; 
over their infants, who hav not yet had any 


lives to make an example of; indeed, over . 


anybody that happens to drop there. In the 
case of his morally inferior sheep he has to 
be silent on their failings, and to strain at 
their undeveloped virtues. In the case of 
their ‘ impenitent’ or wicked sons and other 
relations he has to invent some way of slip- 
ping them through the judgment which he 
has preached for all men. Thus his funeral 
sermons contradict his preached faith, and 
he preaches’ judgment to the living only to 
snatch the dead from it. To argue that this 
custom of prevarication, because it is called 
Christian charity, will not hav the inevitable 
effect of falsehood in loosening the character, 
is to deny that habitual sin is a growing force 
of moral degeneracy. Does it not bring the 
preacher to regard this, as a lawyer regards 
his perverting of justice, as a professional 
function whielr^nbsolves him from moral 
principle? And can this be without an effect 
on character? Who can measure how much 
this untruthfulness undermines the preacher's 
truth in all things, and makes him look upon 
all as merely professional ?” | 
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Cammunications. 


Spiritual Photography—Report of the Investi- 


gating Committee. 

The production of what is called a spirit face upon 
a negativ is so easy a process by ordinary means, 
that to attribute such pictures to the presence of 
disembodied spirits, in the absence of all proof that 
they are not produced directly by the photographer 
himself or by an assistant, is palpably absurd, and in 
contravention of the first principles of scientific in- 
vestigation. Refusal or omission to furnish such 
proof is especially a badge of fraud, from the fact 
that if the phenomena are genuin it could be easily 
established by incontrovertible tests. In only one 
case within the knowledge of any of your committee 
has an offer been made to furnish such convincing 
tests ; and that is the challenge under which we were 
appointed. 
~ The challenge was published in Tus TRUTH SEEKER 
of April 10th, and explained so as to make it avail- 
able in Tue TnurH Seeker of April 17th. The com- 
mittee were immediately appointed, and accepted, 
and Mr. Robinson, who gave the challenge, was 
notified that they were ready to proceed. 

Mr. W. M. Keeler, the “artist medium,” was then 
absent in the South, and did not return until May 
19th. From that time until June 11th no reply 
could be obtained from him, whether he would afford 
us an opportunity for the investigation, or whether he 
believed that there were any spirits who would cooper- 
ate with him and with us. If they could make an im- 
pression upon a photographic plate, we wished to aid 
them in establishing the verity of these results. 

On that date Mr. Keeler wrote a letter to Mr. 
Robinson, for the committee, in which he declined to 
proceed with the investigation under the challenge, 
its conditions being “gntirely too broad," and im- 
posed conditions restricting the investigation. Upon 
personal conference between Mr. Keeler and the 
secretary of the committee, these conditions were 
placed in the following form: 

. 1. There shall first be meetings of two or three of the In- 
vestigating Committee at a time, and finally one general 
meeting of the committee. 

2. Mr. Keeler shall hav the opportunity of prescribing his 
own conditions one-half the time. i 

3. The details and results of the tests shall be published in 
TuE TRUTH Sxxxxx in regular order as early as practicable. 

The last condition we did not object to, and in ac- 
cordance therewith this report is submitted. 

We could not object to the second, without expos- 
ing the manner in which it would interfere with tests. 
We therefore confined our objection to the first con- 
dition: In a letter to Mr. Keeler, the secretary 
wrote as follows: 

I am anxious that there shall be no circumstance connected 
with our investigation which will strike the public as sus- 
picious. The condition which you impose restricting all of 
the meetings of the committee but one to three members is 
objectionable as an interference with investigation. We 
shall accept it because we think it probable that in spite of it 
we can come to some conclusion. But Ithink it is for your 
interest to withdraw it, because it will be said that its object 
is to draw our fire, to ascertain what our tests are before you 
will do anything, to divide and conquer. 

He insisted, however, that the presence of so many 
skeptics at once would exert such a hostil influence 
that it would prevent our obtaining results. There 
were three sessions, at each of which two members 
only were present, while Mr. Keeler had around him 
such friends as he chose to invite. The absence of 
cooperation by the spirits cannot be attributed either 
to their being driven away by the presence of too 
many, nor to their getting miffed at the presence of 
so few. We admit, on the other hand, that there 
would not hav been any advantage, as it turned out, 
in having a larger attendance of the committee. 

_At the first two sessions the committee imposéd no 
tests whatever. They merely cooperated in such 
tests as Mr. Robinson proposed, and observed condi- 
tions and results. At the third-session, which lasted 
four hours, the secretary supervised the arrange- 
ments. Mr. Robinson -had urged that we should 
giv the spirits as much of a chance as we could, and 
informed us that our handling the plates previous to 
exposure tended to prevent results. Having ob- 
tained only four negativs with the additional faces 


upon them during the previous four hours, we de- 


cided to giv every opportunity for the production of 
the negativs, whether by genuin or fraudulent means ; 
and, while giving the spirits. ample opportunity to 
demonstrate their presence under test conditions, to 
trust, if they did not avail themselvs of the oppor- 
tunity, to the critical examination of the negativs 
themselvs. The spirits did not manifest any anxiety 
to make their presence known. Every one of the 


. twenty-five negativs taken during the three sessions 


could evidently hav been produced under similar 
conditions by members of the committee. 

Before taking up in detail the results obtained, the 
tests applied, the explanation of the objects of the 
tests, and the modes in which the additional faces 
might hav been produced, it is proper to say that 
notwithstanding the manifest reluctance with which 
Mr. Keeler entered upon the investigation, he cheer- 


„with him three plates, which he marked. 


fully and unhesitatingly, at our last session, complied 
with all our conditions, and that the absence of 
decisiv results arose simply from the failure to pro- 
duce a single additional face upon a negativ at any 
time under test conditions. >i - 

The first meeting of the committee was held at 
the residence of W. M. Keeler, the artist medium. 
Mr. Mason and the secretary were present on behalf 
of the committee. 
Four plates were exposed and developed, previous to 
which we examined the camera, the dark room, and 
surroundings generally. The secretary had brought 

Nos. 1 and 2; no result. 

No. 3. Mr. Mason went into the dark room with 
Mr. Keeler, and, taking the last of the marked plates 
of Mr. Parkhurst, put on another mark of his own, 
and gave it to Mr. Keeler, who put it into the plate- 
holder in his presence. The developing-room is very 
small and unusually dark. We were all present dur- 
ing the exposure, after which Mr. Mason went into 
the developing-room, and saw the plate developed. 
In addition to the sitters, there appeared upon the 
negativ a face not recognized by anyone. The neg- 
ativ had upon it both marks affixed previous to the 
exposure. 3 o2 

No. 4. No result, and.the session having already 
lasted two hours, the committee adjourned. 

In accordance with the condition imposed by Mr. 
Keeler, the second meeting of the committee was re- 
stricted to two members, Dr. Leigh and Dr. Foote. It 
was held on June 23d at Mr. Keeler’s residence. Mr. 
Robinson was present. Nine additional plates were 
exposed, upon six of which there was no result. 


Upon Nos. 7 and 9, taken after Dr. Foote had left, 


there appeared additional faces. On No. 3 also there 
is an indefinit something. The conditions under 
which these three negativs were taken permitted the 
production of the additional faces by a method which 
I had explained to Mr. Robinson as a sufficient ex- 
planation of the additional face produced at the first 
session. The committee were not invited to and 
did not impose any test conditions. 

The third meeting was held aé the residence of 
Mr. Keeler, on June 26th. Dr. Leigh and Mr. Park- 
hurst were present for the committee. Mr. Robinson 
and several other Spiritualist friends were also pres- 
ent. As it was to be the last meeting, in conse- 
quence of Mr. Keelers intended absence for the 
summer, Mr. Parkhurst, on motion, took charge of 
the arrangements and prescribed the conditions. 


The session lasted four hours, during which twelve 
additional plates were exposed. Upon five of these 


additional faces appeared. 

In the three meetings 
hours. The total number of successful negativs 
under complete test conditions, 0; under prescribed 
partial test conditions, 3; without prescribed con- 


ditions, 6; total successful negativs, 9; the number of 


failures under complete test conditions, 5; under 
partial preseribed test conditions, 1; without pre- 


scribed conditions, 10; total failures, 16; total num- 


ber of plates exposed, 25. These numbers are all 


too small for reliable mathematical analysis; but asa 
photographer in a gallery can usually take at least 
four times as many pictures in the same length of 
time, and as our whole investigation was crowded 


into a single week, by his long delay.in beginning it, 


and his abrupt closing of it, the committee is not, 


responsible for that deficiency. : 
To make the details of the results obtained intelli- 


gible, it will be necessary first to state the objects of 
: It was not the 
object to detect jugglers’ tricks in a process allowing 


the investigation and its principles. 


so much room for legerdeniain; but, the negativ 
once taken and fixed, there is no further room for 
fraud, and our object was to determin from the 
negativ itself the cause of the exjstence upon it of 
extrafieous faces. If the proof showed that they 


must hav been produced by the actual presence of 


faces radiating actinic light, although invisible, spir- 
itual photography would be demonstrated to be a 
verity. On the other hand, if it showed that all 
these extraneous faces might hav been produced by 
other means which we could specify and explain, it 
would only show that all the results produced by Mr. 
Keeler in our presence were fraudulent. We had, 
therefore, the additional object of preparing and ex- 
plaining such tests as can hereafter be applied in 
other cases, thus to prevent the public from being 
deluded by such shallow devices as marking the 
plates, etc., which afford no more security than lock- 
ing the front door while the back door stands wide 
open. 
MR. PARKHURST'S PRELIMINARY EXPLANATION. 

The recent challenge to investigate, made in the name of a 
professional Spiritual photographer, and the.part I took in 
that investigation, hav led to results which it seems appro- 
priate to lay before your readers. It may be interesting to 
inquire (1) what tests are suited to such an investigation, and 
(2) what means there are for determining from an inspection 
of a negativ as to the means by which it was produced. 

There are only two possible ways of producing an image 
upon a sensitiv plate: a, by the camera—d. e., at a distance 
from the object, by means of rays brought to a focus upon 
the plate, by refraction or by reflection; and 5, by contact 
with the object, as in printing from a transparency. 

There are only three possible times for the production of 


Mr. Robinson was also present. 


the total time was eight 


See 


extraneous faces upon a negativ: ¢, at the time of the sitting; 
d, previous to the sitting; and e, after the sitting. 


The combination of these results in six classes of possible . . © 


modes, which may be tabulated as follows: P 

At time of sitting. Before it, After it. 
By the camera ac ad ae - 
By a transparency bc bd be 


"Of these, ac must include any genuin spirit faces; and it is 
so easy to exclude ad, ae, and Je that in an investigation the 
practical question is whether dc or bd, both of which are con- 
venient, are resorted to. The medium may insist that unless 
he handles the plates himself the conditions will be unfavor- 
able, and may thus hav the opportunity for dc, putting a pos- 
itiv transparency into the plate-holder with the plate. Or if 


the plates brought by the investigator and carefully marked | 
by him are left for a few minutes where the medium or a con- ``- 
federate can impress them by the method dd, while perhaps. 
the investigator is carefully watching a substituted box, it ` 


will be safe to allow him to take the exposed plate from the 
holder and develop it himself. If no opportunity is afforded 


for either of these, the medium is as much disappointed as - 


the sitter at finding no spirit face upon the negativ. 

The scientific investigation of the problem does not consist 
in watching for the detection of feats of legerdemain. 
consists in imposing conditions which will demonstrate, when 
an extraneous face is produced, some fact with regard to the 
manner of its production. Marking the plates is usually 
worse than useless, because the security it 
Among the tests which may be usefully applied are the fol- 
lowing: ` : 


. 1. The rope test. A rope is placéd across in front of the 
This will detect dd, by showing the image across the ... 


Sitter. 
rope. 
9. Throwing the sitter out of focus. 
focus, this detects either óc or dd. . 
8. Partially drawing the slide. This detects dd. 
4. Taking a stereoscope. "This could only show solid if 
prepared more elaborately than could readily be accomplished: 
5. Developing before exposure detects bd. 


It. 


ivs is deceptiv. . 


If the spirit face is in . 


6. Requesting the spirit to lay its hand upon the head of 


the sitter. If the spirit has as much courtesy as our friends 
in life usually.hav, and is desirous of manifesting its pres- 
ence, this givs an opportunity. 3 


7. Turning the plate. As a scientific test, this is the best `- 


of all. In at least nine cases out of ten the spirit face ac- 
cords in position with the sitter. In most of the exceptional 
cases it is merely leaning forward. But either óc or dd will 
giv a spirit face out of adjustment with the sitter. If there 


are four positions in which the plate may be placed, on the . 


average only one out of four of the extraneous faces will cor- 
respond with the sitter, if produced by either de or bd. . The 
positions of the plate should be determined by chance, and 


the record should giv these positions and the resulting.posi- -. 


tions of the extraneous faces. By the time a dozen extra- 
neous faces are produced, the question will be sufficiently 
settled so far as that medium is concerned. > 

If a revolving back camera can be secured, so that twelve 
positions can be made instead of four, and so that the turning 
can be done after the plate-holder is in the camera, the me- 
dium needs no watching; he may use his own plates, and 


put the plates into the camera and take them out and develop : 


them as he pleases, All that he can do is to suppress a 
result, by the fogging or destruction of a plate; and he could 
not thus destroy any large proportion without its proving 
fraud. On the other hand, suppose that all the twelve faces 
occur in the position of the sitter, within an angle not ex- 
ceeding thirty degrees. The chances of coincidence in each 
case would be one out of twelve, making for all twelve cases 
a chance of only one out of about 8,910,000,000,000; and an 


unbelieving Thomas could by additional trials multiply this; - 


number indefinitly, leaving no opportunity whatever for . 


fraud, provided the test is properly applied. 


Next, as to the investigation of the plates. "The only effect 


that can be produced upon a plate by light isa black deposit, 
The whole image, in the - ` 


as it becomes after development. 
method od, consists of black or plus deposit. On the other 
hand, the only effect a transparency can hav, inserted be- 
tween the plate and the sitter, is to intercept light and pre- 
vent deposit, making what may be called minus deposit. It 
is usually evident that certain faces are wholly of plus and 
others wholly of minus deposit. 


such evidence needs no corroboration. 

Sometimes the direction of the lighting of the spirit face 
will be found to correspond with that of the sitter, and some- 
times not. Genuin results would follow some rule. 


No two original negativs can be alike. It is too much.. 


trouble to prepare transparencies to use them but once; so 
that the same faces would be likely to appear upon different 
pictures judiciously distributed. 1f some of these spirit faces 
could be published and widely circulated, perhaps the dupli- 
cates could be found. 

The claim to hav taken pictures in a closed camera needs 
but little comment. It is not impossible that spirits may ma- 


terialize about the size of a pea, outside of the lens, and use, 


Such extraneous faces are 
almost certainly fraudulent, and to the skilled photographer 


rays many times as refrangible as ordinary actinic rays. It ` 


is not impossible that they materialize an opaque screen 
across the inside of the camera, with a lens of less than two 
inches focus in it. It is not impossible that they may mate- 


rialize in a flat plane, exactly upon the surface of the plate. ' - 


It is not impossible that they may draw their own likenesses 
with a brush dipped in some substance producing the effect 
of actinic light. But all these possibilities of the imagination 


are so absurd as to be ridiculous; and I hav therefore omit- 
ted to include them among the possibilities given in my table. . 


The following description of the results of the - 


third meeting was furnished to us by Mr. Parkhurst, 
who supervised the tests, and it appears to be cor- 
roborated by our examination of the negativs. 


THE RESULTS OF THE TESTS. 


Before the committee was formed I stated to. Mr. 
Robinson that if Mr. Keeler would take a stereoscope 
of him, and if a spirit face should appear upon the 
negativ, manifestly within the range of his vision, it 
would be a far better test than any of the numerous 
photographs he showed me; and urged him to fur- 


nish such a negativ, lending him a camera for that. 


purpose, to assist me in convincing persons nominated 
upon the committee that it would not be an utter 
waste of time to attend. That negativ was never 


furnished.. Yet I did not ask that-it should be taken 


as one of my tests, because, after a month’s time for 


preparation, it would not hav been impracticable for ` 


- 
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. him to produce a stereoscope by the same methods 
by which other faces could be produced. : 
l. In preparing for the first plate, a dark and 
figured silk handkerchief was drawn across in front 
of the sitter, to take the place of the rope test. This 
was: continued for three plates. -But it was so 

- strongly illuminated as to print with a dense-deposit, 
instead of clear glass, as I intended, and this de- 
stroyed its value as a test in the only instance where 
it would hav been of service, Indeed, it was chiefly 
intended as a mask to cover the principal test relied 
upon, for the first. trial, by enabling me to focus the 
camera definitly upon an object nearer than the 
sitter, so as to put the camera out of focus for the 
sitter or any spirits beyond the handkerchief. . This 
furnished two tests for previous printing, and one for 

~ simultaneous printing. Mo result except this, that, 
it being apparent that such distinct spirit faces as 
had appeared upon three out of four of the previous 

.negativs would betray their fraudulent character if 
the camera were out of focus, and there being a prob- 
ability of the repetition of that test at any time dur- 
ing the session, there was not produced, during the 
whole session of four hours, a single spirit face dis- 
tinct enough to be betrayed by that test. 

. . 2. The same was repeated with the slide partially 
drawn. 'This added a third test for previous print- 
ing, continuing the test for simultaneous printing. 
No spirit faces. Mr. Robinson subsequently sub- 
mitted to the committee a negativ, where the slide 
had been partially drawn, but the spirit face was 

` manifestly printed by the simultaneous process, 
which this test. was not expected to affect. 

` ` 8. It was my intention to repeat this test for both 
methods, but just then a gentleman, well-known 
‘among Spiritualists, entered the room with his wife, 
neither of them having before ever seen the spirit 
photographs, and she was invited to be the sitter for 
the third picture. Leaving the handkerchief in posi- 
tion as the only test, I suspended, for this trial, the 
complete test for both methods. There appeared 


upon the plate, after development, an extraneous” 


face wholly of plus deposit, indicating previous print- 
ing, but it was too vague to show whether it was in- 
tercepted by the handkerchief or not. 

_ 4 The same repeated, but with the check upon 
simultaneous printing that I developed the plate my-. 
self, carefully searching, before the development, for 
a positiv in the plate-holder, which might be of glass, 
or of mica, or a mere black impression upon the sen- 
sitiv film, which might be washed off unnoticed in the 
development. As no spirit faces were produced, of 

~ course my search was unsuccessful. 

5. E asked that the spirit should place its hand 

. upon the head of the sitter. This was modified upon 
` ‘the suggestion of those present, and the request was 

. made that the arm of the spirit should be placed 
around ihe sitter’s neck. There was no response. 
Subsequently Mr. Robinson submitted to us a nega- 

_ tiv showing a spirit hand purporting to be placed 

.upon the sitters head. It. was awkwardly placed, 
and, besides, the whole value of the test consistéd in 
the production of the result without any opportunity 
for previous preparation. 

_ 6. The usual time of the session was now so nearly 
over that I applied my last and best test, by turning 
the camera on the side. No spirit face appeared 

-upon the plate. l , 

Two hours had now elapsed; I had tried every 
test I cared to try. In every case there had been an 
utter failure to produce any spirit face, and, there- 

- fore, no’ positiv conclusion could be drawn from those 

- tests. On the third plate alone, where I had inter- 
rupted my eomplete tests, was there the appearance 
of a spirit face, and. that so vague that the partial 
test remaining could not afford any.decisiv result. 
The medium and the spirits had had every opportu- 
nity to afford us positiv proofs, and I devoted the rest 
of the session mainly to the effort to get spirit faces 
which should tell their own story. ; 

T. I put the plate into the plate-holder myself, and 
in front of it I put à glass plate upon which I had 
drawn a large comet. Of course there was no oppor- 
tunity for the simultaneous printing of a spirit face. 
But upon development there appeared a spirit face 
of plus deposit, indicating previous printing, which 
partially showed through the sitter’s shoulder, as 
well as my comet in white. Knowing that the plate 
might hav been previously printed, turned it sev- 

eral times, in order that such impressed picture 
might stand an éven chance of appearing inverted ; 
but it. did not.. 

8. The same was repeated; no result excepting the 
comet. 

.9. The same was again repeated. I also put a 

- small slip of red paper between the plates, to cut off 
the actinic light entirely from that portion of the 
plate. "The result was a spirit face, very vague, of 
plus deposit, indicating previous printing. The hair 
and part of the dress are light, but careful examina- 
tion shows that this is the effect of the contrast with 
a cloudy, fog-like surrounding impressed upon the 
plate at. the same time. This is confirmed by its 
-being perceptible not only over a portion of the face 


the plate. 


ered by the red paper, which would hav remained en- 
tirely clear had there been no previousimpression upon 
On the other hand, I repeated the turning 
of the plate in putting it into the holder, but still did 
not succeed in inverting the spirit face, although 


| there were three chances to one of its being inverted | 


at least once in the two trials. 

.10, 11, and 12. No tests were applied. We had 
been invited to leave the room, to see if they could 
not be more successful. On 10 and 11 extraneous 
faces were produced by simultaneous printing, but so 
vague as to be hardly discernible. On 12 not even 
the sitter appeared. ` Š 

To recapitulate, in the five opportunities for the 
spirits to manifest themselvs under complete test 
conditions, there was nothing upon the plate addi- 
tional to the sitter. Up to No. 9, with the exception 
of the third plate, the methođ of simultaneous print- 
ing was tested every time, that being the method ex- 
clusivly employed at the previous sessions; and in 
those eight tests not one spirit face appeared having 
minus deposit, indicating simultaneous printing. 4 
reason for this change of process is apparent. At 
the first and second session stress was laid upon 
marking. and watching the plates, and no attention 
was paid to the plate-holder. It was easier then to 


‘print by the simultaneous method, upon which mark- 


ing and watching the plates was no check. It was 
because we found that he did not print at those ses- 
sions in any instance by the previous method that we 
abandoned the test of developing plates suspected of 
this previous printing, before they had been used for 
a sitting. But at the last session, the previous print- 
ing was much the safer method, as there was much 
less danger of our wishing to develop a plate before 
exposure than after exposure. 


Mr. Robinson submitted to us negativs and prints, 
taken under conditions entirely unknown to us. 

One of these was intended to illustrate what is 
called the spirit light surrounding some of the faces. 


These faces were evidently produced by previous: 


printing, and instead of surrounding the face on the 
transparency with black glass, it was surrounded 
with clear glass vignetted into black. The dark 
surrounding upon the negativ produced the spirit 
light. But we noticed in several cases that the vig- 
netting was imperfectly done, and a definit border 
of the background could be easily seen, especially 
where the background was thin. 

Others were intended as illustrations of the recogni- 
tion of spirit faces. It would hav been impossible 


for Mr. Keeler, in most cases, to prove that he never. 


had had an opportunity to copy those faces. In one 
case it was said that but one negativ had ever been 
taken of the party identified, and her face was shown 
upon three spirit pictures. There was no indication 
that they were not identical, although so vague that 
we could not positivly assert that they were; but it 
was noticeable that there was no apparent difference 
in the position of the face thus repeated. When we 
remember that a lively imagination can see likenesses 
everywhere; can see the same cloud as like a camel, 
a weasel, or “ very like a whale,” it is not surprising 
that in such vague spirit faces resemblances should 
be recognized to persons who had died ten or twenty 
years before. Had evidence been offered us of a 
recognized likeness to a person whose picture had 
never come into Mr. Keeler's possession, inquiry into 
the facts would hav involved a doubtful and labo- 
rious examination of facts of a nature entirely foreign 
to our investigation. 

In one negativ, a cane held by the sitter passes 
directly over a spirit face, evidently produced in the 
camera; and where the cane crosses the mouth, eye, 
and hair, where there was interpolated deposit on the 
transparency, the cane is nearly obliterated ; while it 
is only partially obscured in passing across the por- 
tions of the face which were nearly transparent upon 
the interpolated positiv. 

There was placed in our hands one negativ bearing 
characteristics entirely different. At each side of the 
sitter, and a little behind, is a standing full-length 
spirit form draped in white. The dress of the sitter 
was dark. On the negativ the spirit dresses are 
dark, and the sitter’s dress nearly transparent. Now, 
the spirit dress could not hav been produced by pre- 
vious printing, because the dark deposit is sharply 
cut off by the sitter’s dress, and it would be impos- 
sible for the absence of light from the sitter's dress 
to remove a deposit already upon the plate. On the 
other hand, the spirit dress could not hay been pro- 
duced by an interpolated transparency, because that 
would hav made it lighter than the background, 
whereas the background is nearly transparent. It is 
the unanimous opinion of the committee that this 
negativ was produced from actual figures standing 
near the sitter. It is not our province to inquire 
whether they were spiritual or material forms. But 
it forcibly suggests the consideration that a genuin 
spirit form would be almost certain to hav these same 
decisiv characteristics separating it absolutely from 
the characteristics of plus and minus printing already 
described. It would hardly be possible that a genuin 


- “of the sitter, but also over a portion of the space cov- | spirit face should appear near the sitter without there 


á 


‘Slyke, of Wisconsin. 


being some lines’which it would be absolutely certain 
could not be explained by either mode of printing. 
If genuin, it ought not to require study; it ought to 
be.so evident that we could not imagin the explana- 
tion of either plus or minus deposit. 


In conclusion, we wish to emphasize the following’ 


points: 


Mr. Robinson offered to hav Mr. Keeler produce 


for us “ spirit photographs,” and to convince us that 
they were not made by ordinary photographie meth- 
ods, but by genuin spirit agencies. ‘ 


But : . 
I. He and Mr. Keeler furnished us no evidence 


that they were not made by ordinary methods. 


TI. For reasons already detailed, we could secure 


no reliable arrangements to obtain such evidence. 


III. We did not deem it wise or judicious, under 


the circumstances, to attempt to prevent’ or detect 
the use of prepared plates. 


IV. We were therefore obliged to rely mainly upon 


an examination of the nine negativs themselvs for 
internal evidence as to their origin, ` 


V. They are all such as can easily be produced by 


processes well known to photographers. 


VI. Three of them bear the marks of previous 


preparation by contact printing with a positiv trans- 
parency. 


VII. Six of them bear the marks of being made by 


the simultaneous process, or interception of light 
during the exposure by a transparent positiv placed 
in the holder; or in the camera, in front of the sensi- 
tiv plate. 


VIII. No spirit face could be recognized by either 


of us. : 


Neither kind of evidence, external or internal, hav- 


ing been furnished us, we must report their spirit 


origin not proven. 

` We trust that (1) by calling attention to the pecu- 
liar characteristics of “spirit faces" produced by 
means of transparent positivs either by previous (or 
plus) printing, or by simultaneous (or minus) print- 
ing; (2) by pointing out the differences between the 
two; (8) and by using these characteristics and dif- 


ferences as evidence of the real origin of the “ spirit 
faces," we hav done better service than if we had 


attempted successfully either to prevent or to detect 


the use of prepared plates. ` d 


Henry M. Parxuursr, See., 

O. G. Mason, 

Epwix Lxien, 

Epward B. Foorr, Jn. 
July 28, 1886. 
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Ho! For Montana. 


To rae Eprror or Tar Trura Seeker, Sir: On the 
17th of last April the chairman of the Executiv Com- 
mittee of the Secular Union for Montana wrote to me 
in regard to permanent lecture work in that territory. 
From all accounts, the Christian church imagins it 
owns Montana. I will go and dispute the title. The 
Presbyterian Assembly in Minneapolis claimed that 
they had a strong hold there. If the Montana min- 
isters hav as much grit as grace, there will be lively 
times there this fall and winter. It is my purpose to 
confine my lectures to Montana for several months if 
there are Liberals enough there to sustain the work. 


I start to-morrow, and will be employed for several 


weeks lecturing on the route, and will be glad to hav 
the Montana Liberals address me at Wentworth, 
Dakota, and my mail will be forwarded to me on the 
way. 

his just closed my debate with Rev. V. O. Van 
It occupied four evenings in 
the Opera House, at Madison, Dakota. The rev- 
erend gentleman is a well-meaning man, but truth 
and candor compel me to say that he is the weakest 
opponent that I ever met ; and that makes it uncom- 
plimentary for him, for the reason that I remember 
my debate with Whitcomb, and the one with Elder 
Grubbs, of Kentucky, and the Methodist parson, 
Hodgkiss. It always does me good to acknowledge 
the talent of any man. . Christianity has a few good 
debaters, and but a few. Among them are Rev. 
James Pryse, whom I place at the head ; Rev. G. C. 
Haddock, Rev. O. A. Burgess (deceased), Rev. D. R. 
Dungan, Rev. D. R. Lucas. It is a pleasure to de- 
bate with a man of ability. It does far more good 
to the Liberal cause, for the reason that if a weak . 
reasoner gets swamped the Christians invariably 
charge their defeat to their champion, while, if their 
system is defended by a man of ability, the damaging 
facts against them stand out in bold relief. The 
thinking portion of the people perceive how utterly 
indefensible the claims of Christianity really are. 

I regret to say that the Christians of Madison 
almost wholly abandoned my opponent to his fate. 
They showed him very little brotherly sympathy. 
There was one clergyman present on two evenings. 
There was a Presbyterian ice-cream festival on the 
last night of the debate, and he probably enjoyed 
that better. ; 

Three nights out of the four, several loads of Lib- 
erals came from Wentworth. In fact, the principal 
part of our audience was from Wentworth, eight 
miles away. Here is where I hav done so much lect- 
uring within the past two years. The people of 


500. 


Wentworth are a live, wide-wwake, educated, pro- 
gressiv people, full of Western energy, and, as might 
be expected, they are Liberals, financially and men- 
tally. No place of its size ever paid me better for 
my services. It would make my letter too lengthy 
to giv you the names of all the Freethinkers here. 
There is Mr. W. L. Horton, the president of the 
League. He is a whirlwind of enterprise, clear- 
headed, practical, uncompromising, hated and feared 
by the church. He never quails, and is always in the 
front of the battle for Freethought. Would that we 
had one such in every town. Then there are the 
numerous members of the Zimmermann families, the 
‘Clauders, the Wentworths, quiet but effectiv workers 
all. Wentworth has an excellent brass band. Its 
music these summer evenings has made one think of 
city life. Now we move toward Montana. 
Wentworth, Dak. W. F. JAMIESON. 


—————— — 9 9—————— — — 
The Cincinnati Delusion. 


Anyone who has access to a daily newspaper must 
hav read during the past ten days of the sect of so- 
called Perfectionists having their headquarters at 
Walnut Hills, in Cincinnati, Ohio; and if Tae TRUTH 
Sxrxxn laid claim to the gift of prophecy it might 
* point with pride" to its remark last week that some 
unusual developments with regard to the doings of 
this sect were to be expected in the near future. The 
Cincinnati Lnguirer has been paying its attention to 
the matter, and has brought out all that was expected, 
and a good deal more than could be desired. The 
investigation was doubtless instigated by the older 
established religious sects, whose followers hav been 
drawn from their former places of worship by the 
new craze. 

The sect of Perfectionists is about a year old. It 
had its origin in the Christian belief in the incarnation 
of the deityin man. In the present instance the incar- 
nation or second Christ is a woman, Mrs. John P. Mar- 
tin. Her sister, a Mrs. Brooke, believes herself to be 

he Holy Ghost made visible in the flesh. Quite a 
number of adherents hav been attracted to these two 
women, among them many reputable men and women, 
old and young, married and single, and of all beliefs 
except that of unbelief. The Methodists hav per- 
haps contributed the most largely to make up the 
Perfectionist band. 


Meetings hav recently been held weekly, sometimes 
nightly—never in the daytime—and the character of 
the doings at them can be readily guessed by those 


who know what to expect from religious gatherings. 


where reason is thrown to one side, and the emotions, 
if not the passions, are in control The details are 
salacious and cannot be more than hinted at. 


The theory of the Perfectionists is that they are 
made over anew, and renovated something after the 
' orthodox plan, with this difference, that while ortho- 
doxy merely rids the convert of the old body which 
has sinned, Perfectionism promises the same, and 
supplements the process with a new body incapable 
of sinning or being defiled. That which is sin in the 
unregenerate leaves no stain upon the Perfectionist. 
All contact is spiritual and therefore innocent. Nat- 
ure then is allowed to take its course with the usual 
results. As the details of the meetings hav yielded 
more and more to investigation, the sisters hav been 
progressivly described as “attractiv,” “magnetic,” 
and “voluptuous.” They conduct their services with 
a high hand, and the faithful must fall down and 
worship them. Mariolatry might be another name 
for it if Mary were on earth. 


The Jquirer has not been satisfied with a mere 
exposure of the present state of affairs, but has 
searched the records of the women, and laid it open 
with unsparing hand. The intricacies of the rela- 
lions which sister-in-law has sustained with brother- 
in-law surpasses anything in the Parson Downs or 
Sir Charles Dilke scandals. Perhaps the Oneida 
Communists, in the palmy days of John Noyes, came 
nearest to furnishing a parallel. The Znqwirer may 
hav done the public a service in placing it all before 
the world. If so, we are willing that that paper 
should enjoy the public’s undivided thanks for the 
good work done. 

It is the province of Tae Trors Sxexer to view 
the affair in its religious aspect, for in religion these 

` immoralities hav their source. The seeds of the 
fanaticism were sown by the Christian superstition, 
and upon that superstition falls the odium. The 
blame cannot be laid at the door of the advocates of 
“loose divorce laws," nor to the * growing spirit of 
Anfidelity and disregard of Christian morals" It 
cannot even be shuffled off upon the shoulders of 
"freelovers." We turn the Perfectionist craze over 
to the Christian alienists to deal with according to 
their best knowledge of religious dementia. If the 
Cincinnati lunatics serve to shake the faith of these 
gentlemen in the infallibility of the religious emo- 
tions as a guide, to the exclusion of reason, Mrs. Mar- 
tin’s claim to being a savior will, in a sense, be made 
good. 

———————9—9———————— 

Seyn to Tue TnorH Seerer office for a catalog of 

the books we hav for sale. The catalog is free. 
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Chieago Secular News. 


His Holiness Archbishop Feehan, Spiritual Prince 
of Illinois, by the grace of the Pope of Rome Ruler 
of the City of Chieago and County of Cook, is a world- 


famed philanthropist, and to do him homage the city 


and county officials invariably feel it a precious privi- 
lege to fall at his feet, ready to execute his every be- 
hest. Did we not send a special train, with our civic 
and judicial authorities, including the mayor and our 
“best citizens,” to meet him en route from Rome? 
And did not the most imposing pageant seen here 


for years tramp through the muddy streets, to the. 


music of many bands, on the Sunday of his arrival in 
the Garden City, as the representativ of him who was 
content to ride bare-back on a jackass? Certainly! 
Chicago is just that far ahead of Jerusalem, and 
there is nothing too good for an archbishop, especial- 
ly Feehan. : 

At Desplaines, now known as Feehanville, is situ- 
ated the enduring monument of his far-seeing benev- 
olence—the Catholic training-school for boys. The 
site occupies many acres, the buildings are ample, 
and the portion devoted to the priestly jailers even 
luxuriant. Allow me to mention that there is nothing 
sectarian about this institution, so I am informed by 
one of the directors. This is one of those long-felt 
public needs, where boys can be.taken and commit- 
ted to the institution when having no means of sup- 
‘port, or when found guilty of petty offenses, and 
thus taken from the contamination of older jail-birds 
and brought under proper influences and disciplin. 
That these priests would be guilty of using this in- 
stitution for sectarian purposes is not to be thought 
of. Oh, no! : 

On this account it has drawn thousands of dollars 
from the pockets of pretended Protestants, some of 
whom are noted in the pork-packing or stock-broking 
domain. There is a growing disposition on the part 
of our “solid men” to cultivate a closer acquaintance 
with the Romish church, as the press is harping 
about the workingmen of that faith being more law- 
abiding and submissiv. As the Zribune editorially 
deplores this lack of submission among workingmen 
in general to their “ masters,” that is the desideratum 
now sought, and if Catholic training can inculcate 
“ submission,” it will certainly be a larger sharer of 
their bounty. 

As previously stated, the financial and personal 
status of our County Board is strained, and on that 
account Commissioner Klehm makes a vigorous 
“kick” against the claim of that institution for the 
past quarter. l 

Brother Leo, superintendent of the training-school, 
presented a bill for $3,060 “for board, tuition and 
clothing, etc.,” of boys received during the last three 
months by warrants from the County Court. Com- 
missioner Klehm says the bills are in excess of what 
that institution is entitled to, according to the stat- 
utes, by about $1.000 per quarter. 

I hav tried hard to get at the true inwardness of 
this non-sectarian Catholic institution twice during 
my residence in Chicago, but it seems to be a closed 
book. The general educational law of the state pro- 
hibits the use of public moneys for any but non-sec- 
tarian institutions; but there are always some special 
laws passed to exempt this or that institution from 
its operation, so that it is more favored in the breach 
than the observance. As those boys were only re- 
ceived during the quarter, many must hav had very 
little board, tuition or clothing, but there is no know- 
ing how much e£ cetera was necessary for the control 
of their conduct and the good of their souls. 

Having made extra endeavors to find how much 
the city and county pay per capita for the boys, I 
succeeded in being sent from pillar to post on this 
wild-goose chase, and everywhere greeted with the 
same question: “ What do you want with it?" Iam 
going to get that information yet, if it is at all come- 
at-able, for I am satisfied that there's a “mares 
nest” in Feehanville. This “benevolent” institution 
draws money from the United States for the educa- 
tion of Indian wards; it also has received help from 
the state, and lays the city and county under tribute 
to its powerful influence, besides collecting large 
sums on account of its non-sectarian basis; and, best 
of all, is entitled to all the products of the handiwork 
of those boys from the time they enter until they are 
21 years of age. When we remember that it pays no 
taxes, as a religious institution, you can form a slight 
idea of the thriving Catholic manufactory we hav in 
our midst. The non-sectarian feature of this model 
reform school is simply this—the boys are asked 
when entering if they hav any objection to attending 
Catholic services. If they do object, their pious jail- 
ers will soon be able to overcome those scruples, and 
their existence is made a little more tolerable. 

The City Council concluded its labors for the sum- 
mer by unanimously passing an ordinance requiring 
that all street parades must hav police sanction, so 
that the police can prohibit any procession. One of 
our papers, commenting on it, said: 

Permission should be withheld if, in the opinion of the 
police department, the thoroughfares would be unduly 
blocked by inordinate use of the same by a marching body. 


There is now little reason to apprehend that the red flag will 
again be waved in the streets of Chicago. That symbol has 


had its day. The department will not be burdened with re- 
quests for authority to raise that standard. It went down in 
the Haymarket, never to be reared in this community again. 

A little mere of Russian rule in Chicago. Of 
course, the. ordinance is aimed at the Socialistic 
element of workingmen. On Sunday and Monday 
the Zribune demanded that the mayor use the 
ordinance to suppress’a meeting called for Monday 
evening in T'welfth-street Turner Hall, for the pur- 
pose of expressing indignation at the continued mis- 
representations of the press, especially their garbled 
reports of cross-examinations in the Anarchists’ trial . 
now in progress. That law-abiding sheet intimated 
that if the ordinance did not quite cover the suppres- 
sion of indoor meetings, public opinion would. It 
said in Sunday's issue : : 

Emboldened, apparently, by the immunity enjoyed so far, 
the Central Labor Union—of which the Carpenters! Union is 
the leading society—has called a meeting for to-morrow 
evening at West Twelfth-street Turner Hall to criticise the 
conduct of the trial of the Anarchists, and probably to de- 
nounce the presiding judge, the witnesses for the state, and 
the attorneys for the prosecution. It is proposed, doubtless, 
to intimidate the court by a display of numbers—perhaps by 
threats. Parsons, Spies, and Fielden cannot be there. 
Neebe can. There will be no lack of orators, as an an- 
nouncement in the Arbeiter-Zeitung, the Anarchists’ organ, 
promises. It would not be at all surprising if there were 
incitements to those. assembled to march on the court and 
blow it up with dynamite. The bombs hidden away last 
May may be brought from their hiding-places. 

The mayor of the city ought to take measures to prevent 
this meeting. which can hardly fail to be of an incendiary 
character. . 

Monday's issue was still more rampant, but of the 
same tenor as the above. 

I attended the meeting, having promised to take 
the chair if no one else could be found to accept the 
doubtful honor, as the chances for being summarily ` 
dealt with were so good that few appeared willing to 
serve. My aversion to unnecessary prominence. 
arose from my Secular associations. Well, the meet- 
ing was a grand success, and the speeches were 
cheered to the echo. The following were unani- 
mously adopted: : 


Wuereas, It is the boast of our jurisprudence that no : 
man shall be condemned until he be fully heard in his own 
defense, and his guilt established beyond a reasonable 
doubt by credible testimony, the law presuming the accused 
innocent until guilt is established; and E 

Wuereas, All inquiries of this nature are unavoidably 
affected in some measure by general public sentiment ; and 

WuerEas, The press is the chief instrumentality in mod- 
ern civilization for the formation and expression of public 
opinion; and 

Wnznzas, In the pending trial the press has, with almost 
entire unanimity, from the 4th day of May, 1886, until now 
denounced the defendants as guilty, and clamored for their 
condemnation and execution, although they hav not yet been 
heard in their own defense, and has not fairly and fully pub- 
lished the evidence thus far adduced in the trial, particularly 
the cross-examination of the witnesses called by the prose- 
cution; therefore 

Resolved, 'That we declare the course of the press to becon- 
trary to the spirit of the law and to the dictates of justice, 
and alike calculated and designed to do the accused a great 
wrong by misleading the public and withholding from it all 
means of forming a correct estimate of information upon- 
the issues involved in this trial; that we believe it the duty - 
of the press to publish the testimony in full without com- 
ment, or at least to print a fair and impartial abstract of the 
whole testimony alike, that favorable to, with that supposed 
to be against, the prisoners. : 

And we recommend to the organized workers of Chicago 
to follow in the footsteps of the Central Labor Union of New 
York, which is entering the arena of political action for the | 
purpose of counteracting the repressiv legislation that the 
capitalistic class will no aouht attempt to railroad through 
our legislativ bodies. 


The old Socialistic party, which was left in the 
shade when Anarchism became the rage, is likely to 
revive for political work this fall. A conference with 
that end in view will be held next Sunday. 

f E. A. STEVENS. 
————— —9—9——————— .. 
Lectures and Meetings. 

J. E. Remssure is lecturing to crowded houses in Ne- 

braska. 


Tur Bozeman, Mont., Avant-Courier says: ‘8. P. Put- 
nam was greeted with a large and apprcciativ audience on 
Sunday night last, and if close attention, interrupted only by 
frequent rounds of applause, indicate anything, nearly all 
present felt that they were enjoying a rare intellectual treat 
and more than compensated for their time and attention. 
Putnam is a calm, clear-headed liberal thinker, a sound 
reasoner and an cloquent speaker, and is apparently incapable 
of giving offense to any person who is an honest, earnest 
seeker for truth. We regret that want of time and space 
this week will not permit us to giv even a brief synopsis of 
his very interesting and logical lecture on ‘ Universal 
Mental Liberty. But as he will lecture at the same place 
on Sunday night next we advise all thinking persons to go 
and hear what he has to say on the subject of ‘The New 
Heaven and Earth. Mr. Putnam does not arrogate to him- 
self the right to coerce anyone into the conclusions of his 
own reasoning; he simply presents the truth as he under- 
stands it, and asks to be heard without bias or prejudice. At 
the close of the last lecture the hat was passed"around for 
the purpose of raising funds to pay incidental expenses, and 
the sum of $25 was collected, which, added to former 
voluntary contributions, raised the amount to $40. This, of 


course, is a faint index of the liberality of our citizens.” 
— — 


GEORGE J. Remszoure, ‘‘a chip of the old block,” is selling 
his father's books. 
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News and Notes. 


I lectured on Sunday evening, July 11th, at Boze- 
man. Although the Methodist conference, with 
twenty-five or thirty ministers, elders, bishops, etc., 
was on hand and did its level best to make things 
lively on the orthodox side, our hall was filled to its 
utmost capacity, and even some of the clergymen 
attended, although they did not remain and receive 
No doubt, however, they 
carried off as much of the gospel of common sense as 
was possible under the circumstances. l 

The Liberal element at Bozeman and vicinity will 
be reorganized, and will present a solid front, I hope, 
to the enemy. With such laborers as Mr. and Mrs. 


' J. M. Lindley, Thomas Burke, Judge and Mrs. 


Lewis, J. V. Bogert, W. W. Alderson, Mr. and Mrs. 
S. W. Cook, James Gourley, and others, both ladies 
and gentlemen, I hav great confidence in the work 


` that will be accomplished. 


` On Tuesday evening, July 13th, I lectured at He- 
lena, in the Opera House, to a large audience. 
Helena is full of Liberals, but many are afraid to 


. take any open stand. However, I believe there are 


enough who hav brains and backbone at this impor- 


tant point to bring Liberalism to the front, and de- 


stroy the tyranny of the churches. Mr. and Mrs. 
S. C. Gilpatrick, Prof. Henry C. Yerger and wife, 
John Horsky, H. W. English, Iver Wolff, C. H. Jef- 
fries, Ed. Busick, H. C. Votaw, and others are gen- 
erous and devoted friends of the cause, and will keep 
this frontier line of battle in good order. 

. Àgain I had the pleasure of spending a few days 
with Dr. Whitford and his family at Butte City. I 
lectured there on Friday evening, July 16th, and I 
found a most cordial interest among the people. The 
doctor has been doing some vigorous work. <A Sec- 
ular Union has been organized. Funds hav already 
been raised for the distribution of Freethought 
literature. Dr. Whitford will giv a series of lectures 
on the origin of the Bible and other important topics. 
Of course there is great opposition among the clergy 
to this new movement. They recognize thé ability 
enrolled upon our side and fear the result. Dr. Whit- 
ford, however, has enlisted for the war. He has 
drawn the sword and flung the scabbard away. 
There will be lively times for orthodoxy, and a, 
triumph for Secular principles. Dr. Whitford will be 
ably assisted by Fred. Cook, who is always ready to 
giv and work for the cause; E. N. Dunkle and E. F. 
Dunkle, who were once Methodists, but who hay lost 
none of their enthusiasm by coming into the church 
of humanity; Charles Stoffel, whose heart and hand 
are always ready for what makes mankind free; 
J. C. Singer, a generous contributor to the work, and 
others. I expect great things in this metropolitan 
camp-ground. i ; 

I lectured again at Dillon Sunday afternoon and 
evening to crowded houses. This time I was the 
guest of Mr. and Mrs. Eastman, and the wandering 
pilgrim could find no more delightful entertainment. 
They hav organized a Secular Union here with 
nearly fifty names. Established on a broad and 
democratic basis, without doubt it. will be a great 
power in this growing community where the churches 
are gradually but surely decaying. I lectured on 
* American Democracy,” and ‘The Glory of Infi- 
A brilliant feature in connection with the 


Carrington and that bright little Liberal, Percy Car- 
rington, their son. Thus the rugged. pathway of re- 
form is becoming beautiful Poetry and music 


are our aids to the world’s intellectual ad- 
yancement. After the lectures friends made a 
pleasant social entertainment, and we had a 


- real Sunday night's festival, which is the best re- 


ligious service the human heart can hav, where every 
moment is jeweled with joy. Mr. Robert Boyd, 


Will Coddington, Mr. Estes, Jr., and Mr. and Mrs. 


know how to cultivate the humanitarian spirit, and 
this will be an element of power in their Freethought 
work. 


twenty-five or thirty miles to hear these lectures. 
We really had a kind of Liberal convention on this 
Sunday, when nature gave us her brightest smiles— 
mingled with a little rain—just enough to make the 
weather pleasant. 
and Mrs. Joe Pennington, and others, were present 
from Twin Bridges. 
Liberals in that part of the county, and the preachers 


Ameda Busette, of Bannack, who has done more for 
the advancement of Liberal ideas in this county 
than anyone else. 
lectual culture. 
books. 


He has spent hundreds of dollars in the dissemina- 
tion of Freethought books, papers, etc. 
an able exponent of our views, and the ministers had 
better not tackle him in debate. 
five years he has kept the battle a-going, and much of 


of his untiring efforts. 
of Mr. Ben}. Dettmer and wife and her sister, who are 
all good Freethinkers. 


be kept busy as campaign documents. 
is always on the move. 


build a Freethought hall in advance of the churches. 


Emerick, was almost sick abed when I arrived, but 
for all that he came to both the lectures. 
believe he would hav got up if Gabriel’s trump had 
sounded, but he was bound to be at the lectures, 
deo volente or non volente. 
again, and his noble wife and others, too—an inspir- 


ward to a renewal of the campaign next winter with 


be a territorial convention of the Montana Liberals 


add greatly to the strength of our cause. 
has already done valuable work in Butte, Helena, and 
Bozeman. 


who opposes Mormonism is a liar, and he who criti- 
cises its institutions is “ prejudiced” and “illiberal ” 
—a new kind of logic. Upon what has Mormonism 
and Dyer Lum fed that they hav become so great as 

to be above dissent? I am simply astonished that any 

man who is in favor of individual liberty should sus- ` 
tain Mormonism, which is a barbaric despotism, op- 

posed to personal freedom, founded on superstition 

and ignorance, and whose history is one of the blood- 

iest and most cruel in the annals of time. Lum’s 

Liberalism is what I call fool-Liberalism, and is the 

result of too much heart or too little brain. Dyer 

Lum will please take notice that I hav not attacked 

the morals of the Mormon people; I hav only at- 

tacked the institution. As a people, the Mormons 

are like the rest of mankind; they are neither better 

nor worse. As individuals, I respect them; it is the 

church tyranny that I oppose with every fiber of my. 
being. 

Friend Jones has a big house, and a big hall in it, 
and I gave my lecture there. After the lecture there 
was music, vocal and instrumental, dancing, and a 
good time generally. The welcome back to Utah 
was quite encouraging. Friends were present from 
Ogden, Hooper, Kaysville, ete.: Hector Haight and 
wife, Dr. Ingram and wife, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Sim; - 
son, Mr. and Mrs. James Horrocks, Robert Wilson, 


Eastman made a very good choir. Mr. Coddington 
professes to belong to the Methodist church and 
he gave us plenty of Methodist zeal ; and, as Liberals 
take in all that is good, we took that also, rendered 
as it was in handsome musical fashion. Dillon people 


‘Some of the good pioneers of this country came 


Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Trostle, Mr. 
There is quite a settlement of 


don’t find much. encouragement there. 
It. was a real treat to meet our stanch friend, 


He is a man of first-rate intel- 
He has read and mastered our best 
He knows the history of the church, and few 
Christians are better posted on Bible facts and texts. 


He is also 
Peek, M. Hendry, T. H. Hodson, the Lamberts, and 
others. 

I spent the night with John Bowman, who is one 
of the old settlers of this valley. He also has had to 
fight the priesthood, but would not giv in. Like 
General Taylor, he never knew when he was whipped, 
but stayed right along through thick and thin. 

On Wednesday morning I went over to Uintah 
Station. I met here Chas. De La Baunie, a gentle- 
man of superior intelligence, whose father was a gen- 
eral in the French army, and he himself has had the 
training of the best military schools of France. He 
was brought up in the church. He is now a Free- 
thinker. It was pleasure to meet with one so schol- 
arly, and who has so thoroughly read the best Free- 
thought literature. 

At Peterson Station, about noon, as I stepped 
from the train, I received a cordial grasp of hand 
from L. P. Edholm, one of the first Freethinkers of 
Morgan county. I went to his home and found a 
good rest from the summer’s heat and dust. In the 
evening I lectured at the school-house at Milton to a 
large and attentiv audience. I was pleased to meet 
again the friends of my former trip, Dan Williams, 
of Morgan; A. D. Shurtliff, Charles Smith, Jacob 
Bowman, Ande Ohlsen, Olive Gerden, Jos. Williams, 
John Thurston, Ed. Williams, Martin Gorder, A. 
Paulsen, P. Parkinson, and others. 

Thursday I came to Salt Lake. Friday, July 23d, 
was my birthday, and we had a little picnic in the 
park. Iguessif Brigham Young had known that the 
park whose groves he planted would hav been used 
for such a sacrilegious purpose as a Secular festival 
gathering, he would not hav sold it to the city.. How- 
ever, we had a good time, and the ghost of the 
Prophet did not haunt usa bit. As I can keep a 
secret like a woman, I shall not tell how old I am. 
I feel as young, however, as when I first drew the 
breath of life. The universe is as bright and my 
dreams are as glowing as when I went to school I 
am just as happy as at the time when, after earning 
fifty dollars by the sweat of my face, I sat down to 
the desk and opened my brand-new Virgil or prepared 
to win academical honors by a discussion of the 
important question: Jvesolved, “That the pen is 
mightier than the sword.” When, however, I think 
of the seminary, and orthodox pulpit, and Liberal 
ministry, and the Secular pilgrimages, and the 
immense theological and metaphysical spaces I hav 
traversed, I feel about a million years of age. It has 
been a round-about journey, during which God, 
heaven, and hell hav disappeared like so many 
sparks, and only the earth remains, and I am a child 
again on its glowing bosom; and I renounce old age 
forever, and will die as young as when I was born. 
This is a paradox of which orthodoxy knows nothing. 
According to orthodoxy, we are born old—old Adam. 

T lecture at Salt Lake to-morrow evening; at Rock 
Springs, July 29th and 30th; at Greeley, Col., Aug. 
1st and 2d; at Longmont, Aug. 3d, 4th, and 5th; at 
Denver, Aug. 8th and 15th; and at following places 
if friends see fit to make arrangements: Forks Creek, 
Aug. 9th and 10th; Central City, Aug. 11th and 12th; 
Idaho Springs, Aug. 13th and 14th; Georgetown, 
Aug. 16th and 17th; Plum Creek, Neb., Aug. 19th. 
I shall be at Seward, Neb., Aug. 21st, 22d, and 23d; 
at Valley Falls, Kansas, Aug. 24th, 25th, 26th, 
and 27th; Lincoln, Neb., Aug. 29th; Fremont, Aug. 
30th and 31st; West Point, Sept. 1st, 2d, and 3d; 
Omaha, Sept. 5th; Cromwell, Iowa, Sept. 7th and 
8th ; Leon, Sept. 9th and 10th ; Ottumwa, Sept. 12th ; 
West Union, Sept. 14th, 15th, and 16th; Chebanse, 
Ill, Sept. 18th and 19th; Chicago, Sept. 26th ; West 
Union, Ohio, Sept. 28th, 29th, and 30th. I find the 
field constantly opening, and it is impossible to meet 
all demands for lectures this season. 

Sawuzn P. Purnam. 
Salt Lake City, July 24, 1886. 


For over twenty- 


the present success of our movement here is the result 
I also enjoyed the hospitality- 


Mr. Dettmer subscribed for 
Tue Truta Seeker, Znvestigator, and Ironclad Age, 
and bought quite a library of books, all of which will 
Mr. Dettmer 
He likes a new country, and 
expects to go to Alaska. If he does, the banners of 
Liberalism will be uplifted there, and I presume the 
secretary will hav to go and deliver some lectures and 


Iam very sorry to say that our gallant captain, 


I don’t 


I was glad to see him 


ing company of earnest men and women; Mr. and 
Mrs. Chas. Blivens, Mr. and Mrs. Estes, C. L. 
Thompson, George Dart, G. W. Carter, and others. 
They are talking of building a Freethought Hall at 
Dillon, and Mr. Emerick has promised to giv $1,000 
to the erection of such a temple of Humanity. 

So I leave Montana with high hopes, and look for- 


pleasant anticipations, for without doubt there will 


at Butte City the coming season. 'The work must 
now be pushed forward, for a very great interest has 
been aroused. A movement is on foot to secure for 
Montana the services of our eloquent friend, W. F. 
Jamieson. Ihope this will be successful, for it will 
Dr. York 


Everywhere, however, do I meet the 
waves of inspiration that are still in the air, and still 
thrill the heart, flowing from the glorious eloquence 
of our president, Colonel Ingersoll, who was here two 
summers ago, and was greeted with crowded houses. 
I hardly meet a Liberal but he tells me of having 
heard on these occasions our great orator, and the 
desire is expressed deep and wide in all this western 
country to listen to that marvelous voice again. Our 
good colonel is enthroned, indeed, in the affections 
of the people of the West. They believe in him and 
admire him with all their heart. Sure I am that I 
never could hav met with so cordial a reception and 
generous appreciation if Ingersoll had not already 
aroused the sympathies and thoughts of these 
people with his earnest speech. The remembrance 
of his work has made my path a pleasant one indeed. 

Several hundred miles’ travel, and I leave Idaho 
and Montana behind in the glory of the setting sun, 
and strike Ogden once more. : 

Here my good friend William J. Jones meets me, 
and takes me over to his home in the pretty Weber 
valley. Friend Jones was once in the hands of Brig- 
ham Young; because he would not submit to the au- 
thority of the Prophet; Close by his homestead are 
the bluffs where Brigham Young planted his cannon 
and killed twenty or thirty of the Morrisites, who, 
unarmed, were huddled together in a school-house— 
which still stands near the road I traveled. The 
Morrisites were thus butchered because they chose 
another leader and ‘teacher by the name of Morris, in 
place of Brigham. This‘is a specimen of that Mor- 
mon brotherhood, cooperation, liberty, etc., for which 
Dyer Lum has such an affectionate admiration. Of 
course the testimony of friend Jones, and of hun- 
dreds of other men and women who know by practi- 
cal experience what Mormonism has done, is of no 
value to Lum, because they are the “avowed ene- 
mies” of Mormonism. According to Lum’s logic, he 


John A. Jost,.L. Thompson, John Bowman, Thomas 
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 Qommunications. 


Facts About the New Testament. 


The gospel of the Infancy was according to the 
“ original.” But who knows about the “original ?” 
Here lies the difficulty; there is too much according. 
We know nothing about the writings of Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John. We only know that some 
unknown persons wrote according to these reputed 
authors. 

What a pity the wonderful gospel of the Infancy 
could not hav been voted the word of God! If the 
few tame miracles recorded in the New Testament 
are to be taken as evidence of the word of God, the 
wonderful miracles recorded in this gospel would not 
hav left a doubting Thomas in all the land. . This 
gospel lifts the veil and allows us to look back to an 
age when every man of any consideration was writing 
gospels and working miracles—when sacred writings 
&nd miracles were the order of the day. 

The age that produced such untold numbers of 
miracle-workers also swarmed with gospel-writers. 
The new doctrin of the Christian religion occupied 
the public mind, and everybody was writing about it, 
and each one told his story in his own way. 

If the gospel of the Infancy was genuin and inspired 
by God, why is it not in the New Testament? If 
spurious, must not the parts taken from it by Luke 
and Matthew be spurious too? ' 

Both the gospel of the Infancy and the Protevan- 
gelion, from which a portion of the New Testament 
was taken, are known to be of Eastern origin. The 
account of the star which guided the wise men from 
the east is found in the life of Zoroaster and almost 
in the same language. 

The sacred writings of the Hindoos giv an account 
of a very mysterious character called Chrishna or 
Krishna, born nearly twelve hundred years before 
Christ. He was believed to be a God, born of a 
virgin by miraculous conception. 

A chorus of angels saluted the newborn babe; he 
was of royal descent; had the power of speech when 
born; was cradled among shepherds; the ruler of the 
country sought to take his life; the slaughter of the 
young children was ordered—nearly every circum- 
stance in the life of Krishna corresponding with the 
account of Christ as given in the New Testament. 
He performed wonderful miracles in his infancy. He 
killed à huge serpent which vomited fire, brought the 
dead to life, and struck others dead who had offended 
him; and he, like Christ, was crucified to atone for 
the sins of the world. 

In the life of this Eastern savior is found nearly 
every incident recorded in the life of Christ. The 
conviction is irresistible that a small portion of the life 
of Christ was taken from the life of Zoroaster, but in 
the main it was drawn from the sacred writings of 
the Hindoos, and the incidents as related in the life 
of the Eastern savior were slightly varied and made 


to apply to the life of Christ. so as to meet the de- | 


mands of the new religion. Nearly all the men who 
hav investigated this matter without bias hav come 
to about the same conclusion. A faithful account of 
the origin of the scriptures of the New Testament 
would prove an eye-opener to most Christians. 
Waite says: “The prevailing religious excitement 
and the enthusiasm, the trusting credulity and love 
of the marvelous, which were characteristic of the 
early Christians, led them to accept unhesitatingly 
whatever came to them sanctioned by their bishops 
and teachers. When the better educated among them 
were called upon to translate or transcribe religious 


writings for the purpose of increasing the volume of. 


religious literature, they made additions more or less 
extensiv, and this process prevailed extensivly and 
unreservedly.” And he says, further, “This fact must 
be kept constantly in view in all investigations of 
Christian doctrin.” f 

Of the one hundred and fifty: thousand various 
readings which Griesback found in the New Testa- 
ment manuscripts Waite says “probably one hun- 
dred and forty-nine thousand were additions and 
interpolations.” All over the land, the young are 
taught that these uncertain, anonymous, and interpo- 
lated writings are the word of God. The wickedness 
of such teaching ought to. be exposed. ‘Let all the 
facts be told; then let the people judge for them- 
selvs. Anything short of this is not honest. 

It is only fair when the Christian speaks of the 
“holy Bible" that he should explain its legendary 
character, and say frankly that the whole system of 
the Christian religion has probably been borrowed 
from other and older systems. And let him not 
forget when he speaks of “the holy Bible" that there 
are more than twenty “holy Bibles” extant. And 
let him be honest enough when he speaks of a “ cru- 
cified savior” to say, “Our savior is only one of a 
dozen or more crucified saviors;" and let him be par- 
ticular to mention the Indian savior Krishna, who 
was crucified for the sins of the world more than a 
thousand years before the birth of Christ, and that 
the whole story of the immaculate conception and 
resurrection is but a rehash of an Eastern legend. 

When the Christian teaches the young that the 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, AUGUST 7, 


Bible is the “inspired word of God,” let him be hon- 
est enough to say that nearly every age'and country 
has produced one. Our country has produced the 
Mormon Bible, and thousands of the Mormon gulls 
place the same implicit confidence. in it as a “revela- 
tion from God” that the Christian does in his “holy 
Bible.” i i 

When he speaks.of miracles, let him say frankly 
that Jesus was no great miracle-worker. The magi- 
cians down in Egypt performed greater miracles than 
Christ ever thought of. His miracles, compared to 
those of Apollonius, Simon Magus, and Mohammed, 
were only as a fly-speck compared to a quagmire. 

When the Christian talks to the young about the 
holy prophets, let him tell those whom he attempts 
to instruct that anciently the science of prophesying 
was taught by the proficients as astronomy an 
chemistry are now, and was predicated on the shift- 
ing clouds and rising smeke, and upon palmistry and 
the entrails of animals, and was about as reliable as 
the medicin-men and rain-makers among the Indian 
tribes. Let the minister in his sermon and the Sab- 
bath-school teacher in his class mention the fact that 
for three hundred years from the first century sacred 
writers were “as plenty as blackberries,” and that it 
topk over six hundred years to separate the inspired 
writings from the spurious, and that now no two 
agree as to their exact meaning. 

At stated times these scriptures hav been amended 
and revised. And now a “New Version” turns up. 
Yet all who hav had to do with the “sacred script- 
ures” hav received their light from “on high;" but 
for all this Christians are still fighting about their 
real meaning. 

Tell your hearers that all this is not wonderful 
when it is considered that for three hundred years 
everybody was writing, tinkering, interpolating, 
transcribing, or translating these scriptures, and 
injecting. his own peculiar views into them. 

Yes, my clerical friends, turn on the light; let us 
hav the full blaze of the truth. Truth before false- 


hoed; humanity before Christianity; light before 


darkness; facts before fiction; science before super- 
stition. Giv us the truth, the whole truth, and noth- 
ing but the truth, and may the Lord hav mercy on 
your never-dying souls. 

To show how the story of the immaculate concep- 
tion has grown, it is only necessary to state that 
Cerinthus, who wrote a gospel in the year 145, said 
that “ Jesus was the son of Joseph and Mary accord- 
ing to the course of ordinary human generation, but 
that hé was more prudent and wise than other men.” 
Carpocrates, who wrote in the year 135, says, “ Jesus 
was the son of Joseph, and just like other men, only 
that he was steadfast and pure.” Papias, who wrote 
about the middle of the second century, says that 
“Jesus was crushed by a chariot, and died in that 
way." Marcion wrote about the year 145, and denied 
the resurrection of Christ, and accused the other 
writers of ‘“perverting the gospels.” 

Thus it will be seen that for a hundred and fifty 
years after the birth of Christ nothing was known of 
the immaculate conception, the resurrection, or the 
miraculous character of ‘Christ. 

As we shall see, the miraculous character of Christ 
was fixed and tempered long afterward, for a pur- 
pose which nobody thought about during the life of 
the great reformer. Neither were the gospels writ- 
ten during his life, nor for more than two hundred 
years afterward. Many believed that the gospels 
were written during the life of Christ. Let us see. 
Justin Martyr, who wrote between the years 150 and 
160, nowhere mentions any of the canonical gos- 
pels or their supposed authors, showing that the New 
oe writings were not in existence in his 

ay. 

It would be strange for him to speak minutely 
of other gospels, and not mention those of the New 
Testament, if they were in existence. He mentions 
“The Acts of Pilate” and the gospel of Peter, 
neither of which is foynd in the New Testament. 

He further says that “Christ and his father were 
both carpenters, and worked at their trade, making 
plows and yokes.” This is according to the early 
idea that Christ was a mere man, born like other 
men, and working like other men. - 

It would be a strange sight, indeed, to see a God 
boring the holes in an ox-yoke. It is likely enough 
that the new doctrin which he preached caused him 
to be regarded asa great man, and then, like many 
other great and good men, he was deified. 

Then, to be a god he must be born like a god and 
hay the power of a god. Hence the immaculate con- 
ception, the miracles, the resurrection and ascension, 
became necessary, a8 an after filling-in, to make all 
the parts harmonize and dovetail together. 

The early writers mention a great many “acts” 
and “ epistles,” “ gospels,” and revelations not found 
in the New Testament. Many of these writings 
were held in high esteem. by the early churches. 

It is well known that Tatian, in the year 170, pub- 
lished a collection of sacred writings called the Dia- 
tesseran, and that they were so regarded by the 
early churches—not one chapter of which has found 
its way into the New Testament. These gospel- 
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mongers were as numerous as insects on the banks of 
the Nile. . : 

It was preéminently an age of gospel-writers. But 
scarcely any of these early writings found their way 
into the New Testament. No doubt the Christian 
has the fullest assurance that out of this tornado of .. 
sacred writings the ones inspired by God were se- 
lected without any chance of mistake. 

- Perhaps there is no early writer who has a greater 
influence over the minds of Christians than Eusebius. ` 
He was so zealous that he believed lying and deceit 


to be justifiable when done in the interest of the 


church: No man in an early day did more than he 
to make all the writings of his period conform to 
the Christian religion. . : 

He was an unblushing, Janus-faced religious literary 7 


d | thief. He added to, altered, and erased, and what he 


could not change to suit his turn he destroyed like : 
a true Christian pirate. ` 

He it was who put into the writings of Josephus 
the article referring to Jesus Christ which the min- 
isters are so fond of quoting. In another instance, 
where Josephus speaks of an owl, Eusebius makes it 
read “angel.” If he had known how little difference 
there is between the two he would not hav felt the | 
necessity of lying about it. Scaliger says: “No one -. 
has contributed more to Christian history, and no 
one was guilty of more mistakes." 

Waite says: “He is not only guilty of the most 
unblushing falsehoods, but of forgeries of the vilest- 
character.” . 

And yet the Christian's faith and belief depends in 
a great degree upon this unscrupulous, deceitful, © 
forging, lying Christian scoundrel. f 

Faustus, in the middle of the fourth century, said: 
“The scriptures of the New Testament were not 
written by the son nor by the apostles, but a long 
time after by some unknown men, who gave their 
books the names of the apostles, declaring their con- 
tents to be according to these originals ;” arid farther, 
that “ these gospels are so full of errors and discrep- 
ancies, both in fact and opinion, that they can be 
harmonized neither with themselvs nor one another.” 

In referring to the abominations of the Old Testa- 
ment, he said to Augustin: * These, and such as - 
these, are the examples and precepts of the Old Tes» 
tament. If they are good, why do you not practice 
them ; if they are bad, why do you not condemn the 
Old Testament in which they are written? But if 
you think these are spurious interpolations, that is 
precisely what I think of the New Testament.” 

Ts not this virtually taking away the very ground 
floor of the New Testament as an inspired volume? 

Who is most likely to know and tell the truth . 
about these matters—Faustus, who lived in the: 
fourth century, and was in a great degree cognizant . 
of the facts, or a lot of ecclesiastics whose living de- 
pends on keeping the people hoodwinked, and who 
are removed from the time of Faustus by so many . 
centuries? 

Faustus further says: “We hav proved again and 
again that these writings are a compilation of rumors 
and beliefs made long after the apostles’ departure, 
and published under the names of the apostles to giv 
the appearance of authority.” 

I would like to ask any Christian if he ever saw an 
autograph manuscript of one of the gospels. I defy 
him to show that there ever existed a record of such 
manuscripts. From the beginning no writer has 
claimed that he ever.saw a manuscript of either of the 
gospels in the handwriting of Luke, Mark, Matthew, 
or John. > 

For centuries the chureh has been exhibiting holy 
relics. Drops of blood, and nails, and hair of the 
saints; thorns from the cross of Christ, drops of vir- 
gin’s milk, pieces of the true cross, and spears and 
parts of spears which pierced the side of Christ, hay 
been shown over and over again to the credulous as 
evidence of the truth of the Christian scheme. But 
a manuscript of the gospels in the handwriting of 
Luke, Mark, Matthew, or John would be worth more 
to the church than all of them. 

If such manuscripts ever existed, where are they 
now? Would not the church hav treasured them . 
with sacred care if they ever had an existence? If 
they hav been destroyed, should not the church be 
able to tell when, where, and how? There is not the. 
least evidence that such documents ever were in ex- 
istence. Assuming that they did exist, who first 
copied them? and what evidence hav we that they 
were correctly transcribed? “Bottom facts” often 
let the bottom out of many fabrications. 

The first arithmetic which Professor Robinson pub- 
lished was published in the name of another inan. 
The reputed author of the arithmetic was a mathe- 
matician of considerable note, while Professor Robin- 
son, at the time, was comparativly unknown. It will 


' be seen at once that the name well known in mathe- 


matical cireles would more readily brung the arith 

metic to public notice and consideration than the 

name of a man who was unknown. And so these 

gospels were written—nobody knows where, nobody 

knows by whom-—under the names of the apostles to. 

giv them force and authority. Jons Prox. 
(TO BE CONTINUED.) ' 
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= The Church and State Education. 


There are some good things that seem just a little 
. -koo good for many of those who profess to prize 
- them most highly. One of these, we regret to say, 
Js religious liberty. If there is any one thing that 
the people of this country, taken in the mass, are bent 
` on preserving and enjoying, it is this; and yet it is 
‘this very thing that some excellent people, who are 
- far from regarding themselvs as abettors of spiritual 
tyranny, are continually seeking to undermine. Our 
excellent contemporary, the Journal of Education, 
of Boston and Chicago, has lately called attention to 
| the action of the Presbyterian Synod of the state of 
New York, in referring to a committee, to be re- 
ported on at the next annual meeting, a resolution 
affirming that, while a union of church and state in 
. : this country is not be thought of, it would still be 
desirable to incorporate into “the course of state and 
national education” certain very specific theological 
doctrins, in which, as it was stated, all Christian sects 
agreed. They were: The existence of a personal 
God, the responsibility of man to God, the immortal- 
ity of the soul, and a future state of rewards and 
punishments. We cannot suppose for one moment 
that those who favored this resolution would wish 
such doctrins as these to become topics of discussion 
in the public schools, or to be treated as in any way 
open to doubt or as subject to possible future recti- 
fication: If taught at all, they would hav to be 
taught on authority, just as the catechism might be 
taught in church schools. This being the case, we 
cannot understand how the members of the synod 
who favored the resolution could help seeing how 
vain was their disclaimer of any desire to establish a 
connection between church and state. The whole 
essence of an ecclesiastical establishment consists in 
the assumption by the state of the right to guide in- 
dividual citizens in the formation of theological 
opinions. It matters not how many or how few those 
opinions may be, how much or how little of theologi- 
cal subtilty their formulation may involve; whenever 
and wherever the state looks upon the individual as 
unfit to guide himself in such matters, and therefore 
- undertakes to teach him dogmatically what he ought 
` to believe, then and there we hav the elements of 
ecclesiastical government. 

Now, ihe instinct of the American people has 
hitherto been that theology and religion do better 
without the patronage of the state than with it, arid 
that it is not safe to intrust the civil power, whether 
federal or local, with the making of any law looking 

` either to the establishment of a church or to the en- 

. couragement of any special form of religious belief. 
We choose our own rulers and we set them over us, 
not in spiritual matters, but in temporal only, and, if 
. we are wise, we shall restrict their action even in the 
temporal sphere as much as possible This by the 
way: What is perfectly clear is that our people do 
not want to receive direction in theological questions 
at the hands of the state, and therefore are not pre- 
pared to. hay theology—even its most widely accepted 
propositions—introduced into public-school teaching. 
lt is felt that the state has no business to make 
opinion in these matters, which it undoubtedly would 
do if it were allowed to impart any theological in- 
struction whatever. Let, for example, the propositions 
above mentioned becomea part of public-school teach- 
ing throughout the length and breadth of the land, and 
the modification of opinion to which this would lead 
would tend to prepare the way for the introduction 
of more specific theological teaching, and, little by 
little, we should hav, by the help of the state, a kind 
of official theology formed, the influence of which on 
the development of thought, and perhaps also of 
morals, would be far from favorable. No better way 
of stereotyping a'civilization could be devised than 
for a government, through the public-schools, to un- 
dertake to tell people what they should believe on 
the most fundamental questions .of theology and 
philosophy. : 

We should therefore strongly advise all well-mean- 
ing people to pause before they giv their sup- 
port to measures which certainly would not hav 
ihe beneficial results which we may be sure they 
hav at heart. In what we hav said above we hay as- 
sumed the success of the supposed attempt of the 
state to control the theological opinions of the people. 
But there is a possibility that things might take a 
different turn, and that state patronage of certain 

. formis of opinion might tend to produce skepticism in 
regard to the very doctrins it was sought to protect 


and strengthen. We hold very strongly, for our own | 


part, that in the publie schools, controled as they are 

. by the civil authorities, nothing should be taught be- 
yond the broad and demonstrable results of human 
inquiry. ; 
There is, lastly, a point to consider which our con- 
temporary above referred to urges with a great deal 
of force—the question of simple justice. It is known 
that, whether or not all Christian sects are 
agreed in accepting the theological propositions set 
forth, the whole community does not accept them. 


It may. be unfortunate that it should be so—we do 


not discuss that question—the fact is that it is so; 


their children would hay reason to complain if a 
teaching they did not think best for their children’s 
minds should be forced upon'them. The state, be it 
remembered; has completely dwarfed and starved out 
private enterprise in education, so that the average 
parent has no choice but to send hig children to the 
public school. Should, then, anything be taught 
there which presupposes a uniformity of opinion that 
does not exist? If the reason why we hav no state 
church in this land is that we could not hav one 
without doing injustice to some element or elements 
of the population; the same objection precisely will 
apply to having an authoritativ teaching in the 
schools of matters that every man claims the right to 
judge of for himself, and in regard to which impor- 
tant differences of opinion prevail The case is very 
simple and clear—too clear to admit of much mysti- 
fication in the popular mind; and it is to the good 
sense of the people at large that we trust for the de- 
cisiv overthrow of any measures looking to the per- 
version of our school system, by making it an agency 
for the propagation of an official theology.— Popular 
Science Monthly. : B 
e 
“Six Years’ Labor and Sorrow.” 

Mr. Charles Bradlaugh, M.P., has forwarded to Tux 

TRUTH SEEKER the following account of his so-far successful 


contest with bigotry in the English House of Commons. The 
story is printed also in the Pall Mall Gazette: 


This struggle has involved five bitterly-contested 
parliamentary elections and nine actions at law, two 
of which hav been five times before the Court of 
Appeal, one of which has been argued before the 
House of Lords, and another of which is now on ap- 
peal to their lordships. In addition, one indictment 
was expressly promoted to disqualify me from sitting 
in Parliament, by a prominent Conservativ M.P., at 
the avowed instigation of a Conservativ society- 
journal editor. These alone involved very serious 
pecuniary burdens and enormous waste of time; but 
my antagonists hay not limited themselvs to fighting 
me at Northampton and in the làw courts. They 
hav issued against me throughout the country 
guerrilla-like pamphlets, full of the grossest abuse 
&nd misrepresentation, and besides many scores of 
thousands of such libelous pamphlets, enormous 
quantities of leaflets hav been officially circulated by 
the Conservativ and Constitutional Union, contain- 
ing, within quotation marks, sentences sometimes 
manufactured by selecting words out of distinct 
speeches on different subjects, going as far back as 
twenty-five years, and occasionally with words added 
as if by me, which I hav never written or spoken. 

When the struggle commenced, it is doubtful 
whether those below the gangway on the Tory side 
who took the initiatory steps regarded it as more 
than a good opposition maneuver to giv annoyance 
to Mr. Gladstone. Personally I believed in 1880, and 
but for the judgment of the Court of Appeal should 
still believe, that I had the legal right to make affir- 
mation of allegiance as a member of the House of 
Commons. Before I came to the table on. May 3, 
1880, I was strengthened in my belief. by the knowl- 
edge that Mr. Speaker had taken the opinion of the 
law officers of the crown, and that they and another 
eminent legal authority, of the very highest rank, had 
expressed themselvs in favor of my legal right under 
the Parliamentary Oaths act, 1866, sec. 4, which 
gave the right of affirmation in Parliament to “ every 
person of the persuasion of the people called 
Quakers, and every other person for the time being 
by law permitted to make a solemn affirmation or 
declaration instead of taking an oath.” The Court 
of Appeal ultimately held that “ every other person ” 
did not include me. In-making my claim to affirm, I 
tried to avoid offense, and “ Hansard” shows that I 
then carefully refrained from saying one word which 
ought to hav been considered objectionable. Yet I 
hay been since bitterly assailed for thrusting my ir- 
religious views on the House, and this not only by 
clergymen and politicians, perhaps unaware of the 
facts, but also by members actually present in the 
House on May 3, 1880, who might, at least, if their 
memories had proved deficient, hav refreshed them- 
selvs by reference to “ Hansard.” My claim to affirm 
was referred to a select committee, who refused to 
allow me to attend before them to state the grounds 
on which my claim was made, and who, by the cast- 


ing vote of the Conservativ chairman, decided against 


my right to affirm. On May 20th the report of the 
committee was presented, and on the 21st I pre- 
sented myself to take my seat, ready to take and sub- 
scribe the oath of allegiance according to law. Men 
whose anti-religious opinions had been widely pub- 
lished had already taken the oath of allegiance, not 
only.in previous Parliaments, but actually hav done 
so in the Parliament which closed its existence in 
1885. Tories excuse themselvs for preventing me 
from -taking the oath by saying that I had declared 
it would-not be binding upon me. The reverse is 
true. The committee examined me on my letter of 
May 20, 1880. I asked the committee *to remem- 
ber that in this letter I declare that the oath, if T take 
it, would bind me, and I now repeat that in the most 


and people who want a merely secular education for | distinct and formal manner; that the oath of allegi- 
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ance, namely: ‘I do swear tha.I will be faithful and 


bear true allegiance to her majesty Queen Victoria, 
her heirs and successors, according to law,’ will, when 
I take it, be most fully, completely, and unreservedly 
binding upon my honor and conscience; and I crave 
leave to refer to the unanimous judgment of the full 
court of the Exchequer Chamber in the case of 
Miller vs. Salomons, 17th, ‘Jurist,’ page 463, and to 
the case of Lancaster and Carlisle Railway Company 
vs. Heaton, 4th ‘Jurist,’ new series, page 708, for the 
distiruishment between the words of asseveration 
and the essential words of an oath. But I also de- 
sire to add, and I do this most solemnly and unre- 
servedly, that the taking and subscribing, or repeat- 
ing of those words of asseveration, will in no degree 
weaken the binding effect of the oath on my con- 
science.” On June 22d the house asserted that I 
should neither affirm nor swear, and on June 23d 
committed me to the Clock Tower for attempting to 
take my seat, but released me on the following day 
with the full knowledge that I intended to repeat the 
attempt day by day. To terminate this state of 
things, Mr. Gladstone, on July 2d, carried a resolu- 
tion under which I took my seat on affirmation, and 
sat, spoke, and voted for not quite six months of 
parliamentary sittings. Sir Eardley Wilmot, having 
failed in a resolution, of which he gave notice, that it 
is repugnant to the Constitution for an Atheist to sit 
in the House of Commons, introduced a bill to dis- 
qualify Atheists from sitting and voting. This bill 
he abandoned. Mr. Labouchere introduced a bill 
giving members the option of affirming their alle- 
giance, but his bill was blocked by several gentle- 
men, most of whom hav failed to obtain seats in the 
present Parliament. 

The Court of Appeal having decided that I wasnot 
included among the “ every other person” permitted 
to affirm, I was reélected, and on the 27th of April, 
1881, when the House was in great difficulty, I with- 
drew on Sir Stafford Northcote’s public suggestion 
that an Affirmation Bill, if introduced by the govern- 
ment, should hav fair consideration from his Con- 
servativ following. Having induced me to withdraw, 
the Conservativs opposed and prevented even the ` 
formal introduction of the bill, and passed an order 
under which actual and violent physical force was, 
on August 3, 1881, used against me. Failing to get 
any solution and Mr. Newdegate's common informer 
having signed judgment against me for penalties, I, 
against the order of the House, in 1882, on the 
House having by vote declared me to be the sitting 
member, took the oath and my seat. For this the 
House, refusing first to hear me in-my own defense, 
expelled me, and Northampton again reélected me. 
Once more the House excluded me from entering its 
precincts, although I had taken no step under this 
my third return. In 1883 an Affirmation bill was in- 
troduced by the Liberal government, and I patiently 
waited the result, but I was not left idle. I was 
forced to defend myself against Mr. Newdegate's 
declaration in the House, and the repeated boast of 
Conservativ editors, that he would compel me to pay 
the penalties and costs, or at least would make me 
bankrupt, and so end the contest by vacating my 
seat. I had at the same time to meet Sir H. Tyler's 
blasphemy prosecution, and to read his motion made 
in the House, where my mouth was gagged, that Mr. 
Bradlaugh’s daughters were unfit persons to be al- 
lowed to teach science in the Hall of Science classes. 
When the Affirmation bill was rejected I made my 


‘fourth speech at the bar, and was again excluded by 


order of the House. I had in the law courts en- 
deavored unavailingly to procure a legal decision as 
to my status. A friendly action by a prominent 
Northampton voter was refused a hearing. My suits 
against the officers of the House were defeated on 
the ground that no court of law can interfere between 
the House and one of its members. The crown took 
no legal action to test the validity of what I had 
done in February, 1882, and I was nearly paralyzed 
by the repeated exclusion orders of the House. So 
in. 1884 I again administered the oath, took my seat, 
and voted, and then voluntarily went for reclection, 
so as to preserve my legal status as member, in the 
event of the legal decision .being unfavorable. Un- 
fortunately, the law officers of the crown, with the 
aid of the present lord chancellor, were not content 
to try the broad legal question; and the points 
whether the speaker was sitting or standing, and 
whether, if he sat, he intended me to be sworn, were 
gravely left to the jury as complications in the appeal 
case which now stands for decision in the House of 
Lords ; but this decision, even if it be hostil to me, will 
only determin that I did not lawfully take the oath of 
allegiance on February 11, 1884. 

Now at last, as I am in my seat, surely the wisest 
course is, on the one hand, to pass an Affirmation 
bill, giving to all the option now enjoyed by Quakers, 
Moravians, and Separatists; and, on the other, 
to pass such a standing order as shall prevent it be- 
ing possible in the future for brute force to stand, 
between any lawfully elected rnember— ready in all 
things to obey the law—and the seat to which his 
constituents hav returned him. 

HARLES BraDLAUGH. 
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Reynolds Arrested for Blasphemy. 

When C. B. Reynolds pulled up the stakes of his 
tent and left Cayuga county, N. Y., to fulfil an en- 
gagement in New Jersey, he wrote, “I go to Boon- 
ton, N. J., cheered and encouraged by the good suc- 
cess at Montezuma.” He will hardly say the same 
when he takes the remains of his canvas tabernacle 

_out of Boonton. The tent has been wrecked by 
Catholic and Methodist roughs, the lecturer mobbed 
and arrested on a charge of blasphemy. 

Owing to a week's delay on the part of the rail- 

road, the tent was not pitched in-Boonton until Mon- 
day, July 26th. "When the lecturer stepped upon the 
platform that evening he faced a fair-sized audience. 
"The Booth family, five ladies and two gentlemen, 
sang an introductory song, and Mr. Reynolds deliv- 
ered his lecture. He also distributed some seventy- 
five copies of Tae Trura SEEKER, giving the latter 
only to those who asked for them. There was little 
more that evening than premonitions of coming 
trouble, in the form of stones thrown upon the roof 
of the tent, and one rope broken. 
] Tuesday night the tent was full, and outside was a 
howling mob of some two hundred and fifty roughs, 
led and urged on by a pillar of the church holding 
the position of section boss on the railroad at Boon- 
ton. Another ringleader was one William Brown, a 
coal merchant. Mr. Reynolds, accompanying the 
ladies of the Booth family, made his way, with some 
difficulty, through the crowd, and mounted the plat- 
form. The mob howled, and threw stones at the 
tent. It speaks well for the courage of the young 
ladies of the choir that, in the face of this demon- 
stration, they arose and calmly sang the songs which 
had been selected for the occasion. The lecturer 
then attempted to address the audience, but could 
scarcely make himself henrd. 

Às the crowd grew more rabid and noisy, the lect- 
ure was shortened, and the exercises closed with a 
song. The continuance of the meetings was an- 
nounced from the platform. Then the tent was 
cleared of the rabble. Upon examination, it was 
found that two of the smaller guy ropes holding the 
center pole in position had been cut. Had the main 
guy been severed the pole would hav fallen, and loss 
of life must hav resulted. The lecturer did picket 
duty until midnight, dodging an occasional stone 
that came through the air from the hand of some 
friend of Christianity. ' 

Wednesday morning the air was full of threats 
against the Secular lecturer. Mr. Reynolds, know- 
ing the names of the leaders of the mob of the pre- 
vious evening, went before a justice and entered com- 
plaint against them. The justice was apparently 
somewhat bewildered by this move. He so far for- 
got his plain duty that, instead of issuing warrants 
for the arrest of the parties, he handed the complaint 
io a marshal, with instructions to show it to the per- 
sons therein named. ' Mr. Reynolds, however, knew 

_ more law than that, and after depositing $5 with the 
justice succeeded in compassing the arrests of James 


Neafie, a railroad laborer and semi-Methodist; Jose- 
phus Dixon, merchant and Reformed churchman; 
William Brown, dealer in coal and Reformed church 
piety; H. G. Randall, a bridge-tender and follower of 
Wesley, and George Hyler, a coachman and Meth- 
odist. 

Mr. Reynolds M notified the mayor that he had 
reason to believe an attack on the tent was contem- 
plated, and asked for protection. The mayor being ill, 
the petitioner had to be contented with seeing a 
daughter-in-law, who said the mayor had ordered the 
city marshal's presence at the tent. In the evening 
he proceeded again to the tent, and while lighting the 
lamps was arrested by the marshal on & charge of 
blasphemy. He was taken up-town to the lock-up, 
followed by & threatening, hooting mob. The arrest 
had evidently been timed so as to prevent a lecture 
being given that evening. Mr. Reynolds waived ex- 
amination, and asked for'an adjournment. To show 
that it understood what an adjournment meant, the 
court granted the request, but demanded bail in the 
sum of $300. This was found in the person of Mr. 
Maxfield, a good Liberal of the town, and Mr. Rey- 
nolds, escorted by the same rabble that had followed 
him to court, returned to the tent. The mob was 
tumultuous, but the choir sang two songs as though 
nothing unusual was expected. The lecturer opened 
his discourse, and continued for about ten min- 
utes an ineffectual attempt to make himself heard. 
At the end of that time the marshal brought word 
from the mayor and common council that they could 
no longer guarantee protection or be responsible for 
the consequences if the lecture was not brought to a 
close at once. This was virtually giving the place 
over into the hands of the mob. The marshal ex- 
pressed the opinion that there would be bloodshed 
if the speaker continued. Being of the same opin- 
ion himself, Mr. Reynolds, in the interests of peace, 
acquiesced, and dismissed the audience. But it was 
one thing to dismiss an audience, and another thing 
to get the audience to go. Mr. Reynolds, therefore, 
had to content himself with making his own escape, 
leaving tHe tent in possession of the mob. Threats 
of lynching, tar and feathers, stoning, and drowning 
were freely made, and but for the individual and col- 
lectiv bravery of the Booth family Mr. Reynolds 
would without doubt hav been maltreated personally 
and thrown into the Morris & Essex canal which ran 
close by. This family deserves to be remembered. 
Charles Booth, the head, is a quiet and determined 
English Secularist who came to this country nearly 
forty years ago. His wife, Mrs. A. M. Booth, is one 
of those splendid women fit to be chief executiv of a 
nation. The heroins who composed the choir are 
Miss Kate Booth, Miss Ada Booth, Miss Jessie 
Booth, and Miss Fannie Booth. The sons are Hu- 
bert, Charles, and Thomas, manly young men, who 
would not be the first to seek a fight nor the first to 
leave one, when forced into it. With John Krahmer, 
a young Freethinker of New York, who was helping 
Mr. Reynolds in the work connected with the tent, 
they formed a guard that brought Mr. Reynolds 
out. of the affair with whole bones and dry clothes. 
Before the advance of the Booth family, led by the 
intrepid mother, the arowa, of roughs parted like 
sheep. ` 

When Mr. Reynolds visited the tent ground on 
Thursday morning, his beloved tabernacle lay fiat 
upon the ground, an almost total wreck. The main 
and auxiliary guys had been cut by the Christians, 
and the tent had fallen upon the benches and chairs, 
the heavy center-pole breaking several of the latter 
in its: descent. When the fragments were gathered 
together, Mr. Reynolds estimated that. Boonton 
would hav a bill of several hundred dollars to pay. 

On Friday Mr. Reynolds was served with the- fol- 


lowing order: 
‘Boonton, N. J., July 30, 1886. 

“Mr. C. B. RzyNoLps, Sir: At a special meeting of the 
Common Council of the town of Boonton, held on Thursday 
evening, 
adopted : 

*** Resolved, That the town clerk be authorized to notify Mr. C. B. 
Reynolds that he is strictly forbidden to hold any more of his so- 
called Liberal but unlawful meetíngs within the corporate limits of 
the town of Boonton.’ 


‘f In accordance with the above resolution you are hereby 
notified to discontinue all such meetings within the corporate 
limits. 

“ By order of the Common Council of the town of Boonton. 

[r.8.] “Joux Dunn, Town Clerk.” 


The tent having been demolished, this, of course, 
was adding insult to injury. Mr. Reynolds sent 
back word to the council that they had exhibited the 


July 28, 1886, the following resolution was |< 


most monumental asinin stupidity on record. He 
then quietly awaited developments. ; 
The examination on the charge of blasphemy took’ 
place Saturday, the 31st ult. Following is the com- - 
plaint. It is a product of the combined literary abil- - 
ities of the deponent and the justice of the peace. 


The indictment reads: 
Srare or New JERSEY,} gg 
Morris co. $ 
Wm. Brown, of said county, on his oath saith that on 


the evening of July 27, 1886, he was at a public meeting 


‘held in a large tent for that purpose situate on the westerly _ 


side of Washington street, Boonton, N. J., and was ad- 
dressed by one C. B. Reynolds; and said Reynolds pub- 
licly blasphemed the holy name of God by denying and con- 
tumaciously reproaching the being and existence of God and 
of the scriptures as contained in the books of the Old and 
New Testament by speaking of man in ' being made of the’ 
dust” and saying that used the dust up so he put man 
to sleep and took a rib out of him and made woman and re- 
marked in a ridiculous manner (who believes such nonsense) 
and spoke of the Bible saying of birds and fish were made 
out of water and said the Bible spoke in another chapter of 
the same animals being made of clay and remarked (who 
believes such nonsense) trying to prove the scripture false 
and making fun of and ridiculing the Bible and divers other 
remarks, therefore the deponent prays that said Reynolds 
may be arrested and dealt with according to law. 

WILLIAM Brown, 

Sworn and subscribed 28th day of July, 1886, before me, 

Jons A. Van Orpen, Justice of the Peace. 


To enable the reader to reach the gist of this re- 
markable document without the labor of analyzing it, 
the charges against Mr. Reynolds may be enumerated 
as follows : 


1. He addressed Brown in a large tent for that purpose. 
2. Blasphemed the holy name of God. 
8. Denied and ''contumaciously reproached” the being 
and existence of God and the Bible. 
. Spoke of man as being made of dust. 
. Said ‘‘ that used the dust all up.” 
Put man to sleep. 
. Took a rib out of him and made woman. 
. Remarked in a ridiculous manner. 
. Ridiculed the Bible and divers other remarks. 


$9 0o -i C» OU gs 


The examination was held in the ball-room of the. 
United States Hotel, and the room was crowded. At - 
the head of the justice's table sat Mr. Van Orden, 
locally known as “Old Tootyache,” once noted for 
possessing all qualities but virtue, but now a stanch 
Methodist; next to him sat Mr. Garrison, the editor | 
of the Boonton weekly Bulletin, a deacon in the 
Methodist church, upon whose cheek is a perennial ~ 
color akin to the bloom of peaches. Opposit the 
justice was the prosecuting attorney, N. S. Kitchel, 
who is looked down upon by even the indecent por- 
tion of the community, so much lower than they has 
he sunk by his spying and repetition of village gos- 
sip. On the other side sat Mr. Reynolds, with a 
Truru Sxexer in his hand, the pictures showing, 
much to the amusement of some and the anger of 
others of the audience. By the table, also, sat the 
editor of Tux Truru SzzxgR, whom the World of this 
city described as “a mysterious stranger, who sat be- 
side Mr. Reynolds, and gave him pointers when need- 
ed.” But no points that Mr. Reynolds could raise, 
or the editor suggest, were of any avail, nor did any 
one expect they would be. The justice, terrorized 
by the prosecuting attorney, had made up his mind 
to: hold the prisoner for the Grand Jury to indict, 
and the proceedings were a perfect farce. All Mr. 
Reynolds could do, therefore, was to draw into view 
the long ears of the justice, and show the ignorance 
and bitter spirit of the prosecution. The following 
is the official record of the proceedings, written out 
by the judge with vast waste of the gray matter of 
the brain, and' profuse expenditure of ink. When he 
was visited Monday morning for this copy, his good 
right hand was covered with writing-fluid and his brow 
with perspiration. He complained of being “ overhet.” 
The document is as unique in its way as is the justice 
the author dispenses in his court. It cost Mr. Rey- 
nolds one dollar: uL 


STAR OF New Jersey) On Complaint of Wm. Brownz 
Caas. B. "RevoLD: j for Blasphemy. 

Evidence of Wm. Brown. 

Question by N. S. Kitchel, Esq. : 

Did you attend a meeting held in a tent on the northerly 
side of Washington street in Boonton ? 

Ans. by Wm. Brown: 

I Did. 

Ques. by Mr. Kitchel: . 

Did you see this man Reynolds there? 

Ans.: I did. 
' Ques.: 

Tell us what he said. 

Ans. by Brown: 
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Well he said that in a certain part of the Bible it said God 


made Everything the Birds the Beasts the Fishes & every- 


thing out of water and in another place it says that God - 


made Adam out of dust and he wanted to make a mate for 

Adam but the Old Man had used up all the Dust in making 

Adam so he did not know just what to do so he put Adam 

to sleep I don't know whether it. was with Ether or Chloro- 

form and took a rib out of Adam to make a Woman, now 
' you all know if you took every Bone in a Man's Body it 

would not make the Jaw of a Woman. Who believes any 
„Such nonsense. In that way he tried to ridicule the Bible 
`- & God and said he took a piece of a verse here & there. 

Mr. Reynolds asked him if he knew of any verse that he 
took a part of? 

Ans: No. : os 

Cross-examined. 

Ques. by Mr. Reynolds: 

Do you know that it was the Bible I was reading from? 

Ans.: 

I do not. 

Ques. : 

Are you familiar with the Bible I guess not? 

Brown did not answer. 

Evidence of George Hessey. 

Question by Mr. Kitchel: 

Hav you ever seen this man Reynolds or talked. Hav you 
- heard or had a conversation with him. 

Question objected. Objection overruled. 

Ans. by Hessey : 

T hav. 

Mr. Kitchel: 

Tell the Court what you know &boni him— Reynolds. 

Ans. by Hessey: 

Imet Mr. Reynolds and Mr. Cramer. Mr. Reynolds asked 
me about what I thought of his Lectures I answered him that 

` I had a complete set of Ingersoll’s works at home but I am 
satisfied that there is no truth in them nor in your Lectures. 

(Objected to. Objection overruled.) 

I believe the Bible is true, and your Lectures are nothing 
in them but ridicule Mr. Reynold's answer was that is our 
argument to ridicule and make fun. 

The complainant then rested. 

The defendant C. B. Reynolds then moved to dismiss the 
Complaint because it did not charge him the Defendant with 
Blasphemy, & said the words who believes such nonsense 
sworn to in the Complaint was stated there as the words of 
Brown the complainant and said if those words were Blas- 
phemous Brown was the blasphemer. I refused to Dismiss 
the complaint as the words attributed to Brown by the De- 
fendant were the words of the Defendant as I understood the 
complaint & asclearly appeared by the Testimony of Brown. 

The Defendant then offered as evidence John Cramer. 

- Counsel for complainant objected to his being sworn be- 
cause he was not competent he then Examined him on his 
Voire dire. 

- Question by Mr. Kitchel: 

Answer: Yes. . 

Question : Do you believe the Bible ís true? 

Answer: No. 

Question: What punishment will be administered to you 
if you swear Falsely ? 

Answer: I will be punished by the Laws of the state for 
perjury, 

Question. by Mr. Kitchel : 

Do you believe any punishment will be inflicted upon you 
by almighty God if you swear Falsely ? 

Answer: I dont know. 

Mr. Kitchel then read from Nixon's digest as follows un- 
less the Witness believes there is a God who will punish him 
if he swears falsely he cannot be admitted as a witness. 

Ithen asked the witness several questions concerning his 
respecting the Character & Attributes of God hesaid he was 
an Agnostic & had no views on the subjects. 

Ithen thought it to be clearly my duty to exclude him as 
a witness. J. A. Van ORDEN, J. P. 


We hav preserved the construction of this docu- 
ment for the benefit of coming generations. It is, 
however, incomplete. Mr. Van Orden made it out 
for his side, not for the other, and the TRUTH SEEKER 
editor was compelled to labor with him for an hour 
or more to get him to insert anything that Mr. Rey- 
nolds said, or objected to the other side saying. His 
frequent threats to lock Mr. Reynolds up if he did 
not keep still; his own ignorant blundering, made 
worse by. his furious anger; the silly questioning, by 
himself and the prosecuting’ attorney, of Mr. Krah- 
mer; the frequent laughter of the audience at the 

pitfalls Mr. Reynolds led him into; his arbitrary 
ruling out of a competent witness, and the admission 

of the irrelevant rehearsal of an imaginary private 
conversation by a coal-heaver—all these are left out, 
that the glory of New Jersey justice may more 
abound. 

The first witness, Wm. Brown, is a “ heeler” for 
the Young Men's Christian Association and the 
Woman's Christian Temperance Union. He admit- 
ted, on cross-examination, that. he was not familiar 
with the Bible, and acknowledged | that he could mor 
specify what verses Mr. Reynolds took “ pieces” of 
to ridicule the creation account. Hessey, the second 
witness, was not at the tent, and his sworn version 
of a conversation was, as Mr. Reynolds told him in 
court, manifest: perjury. But it was when Mr. 


Do you believe there is a God ? 


| charity. 


rwr called Mr. Krahmer to giv the true version 
of the language used that the inquisitorial spirit of 
the prosecution and the long ears of the judge 
showed most plainly. The New Jersey statute reads 
that a person who does not believe in a supreme 
being is not a competent witnéss. Nixon’s Digest 
has it that a belief in future rewards and punish- 
ments is necessary to a witness's competency. The 
first question asked Mr. Krahmer was: 

Q. Do you believe in a God? A. Yes. 

.Q. Do you believe in the Bible? A. No. 

Mr. Reynolds claimed that, according to the laws 
of the state, the witness was entitled to take the 
oath, and, in any event, to affirm. Some of the 
ridiculous questions put to Mr. Krahmer were: 

By rae Couer: Wouldn't an oath be as binding upon you 
if taken upon an almanac as upon the Bible? 

To this Mr. Krahmer returned no answer. 


By rar Prosrouvrion: What effect would it hav upon God 
if you told a lie? A. I don’t know. 

Q. What effect would it hav upon you with God if you 
told a lie? A. I don’t know. 


The attorney then got sufficient control of his tem- 
per and tongue to put his question in this way: 
Q. What effect would it hav upon you if you tell a lie? 


-| A. I should be amenable to the law punishing perjury. 


Then the justice broke in: 

Q. What would God do to you if you tell a lie? A. To the 
justice: What would he do to you? Reply by the justice: 
I don’t know. Answer by Mr. Krahmer to the first question: 
Neither do I. 

By raz Courr: Don't you know what you believe about 


‘future rewards and punishments? A. No. 


By tHe Court: Then you are not a competent witness. 

By rar Prosecution: The laws of New Jersey say you 
must believe something. New Jersey. rules out Infidels, 
Freethinkers, and TRUTH SEEKERS. 


Ex^aayor Worman said that he could bring two 
good Christians who would refute the prosecution's 
witnesses, but. upon calling their names they were 
found to hav absented themselvs. Mr. Reynolds 
then concluded he had seen enough of Jersey jus- 
tice, and, after again asking for the dismissal of the 


case, and getting the usual refusal, let the matter go, 


remarking that he thought that in Morristown he 
could find a court and lawyers who knew something. 

Mr. Van Orden bowed his head as though in 
prayer, and pronounced judgment to the effect that Mr. 
Reynolds must giv bail in the sum .of $400 to await 
the action of the grand jury of Morris county, which 
would assemble at Morristown on the second Tues- 
day of October. A bail bond was prepared, after 
much laborious work and many erasures, by the 
judge, and signed by Mr. Reynolds and Councilman 
James Maxfield. Mr. Maxfield is one of the oldest 
and most respected residents of the town. His 
house, in the anti-slavery times, was ove of the sta- 
lions of the “underground railway” which trans- 
ported slaves to Canada, and he left the church 
because of its pro-slavery attitude. A few years ago, 
when the large iron mills of the place shut down, and 
hundreds of the workmen were left destitute and 
starving, Mr. Maxfield and Mr. Worman distributed 
food among them, visiting. them in the evening, that 
the laborers might not seem to be objects of public 
Mr. Maxfield further honors himself by 
becoming responsible for the appearance at the inqui- 
sition of, let us hope, the last man arrested for blas- 
phemy in his state. 

After the court was dismissed Mr. Reynolds had 
nothing to do but wait for the judge tó write out his 
report, get affidavits as to the conduct of the men he 
had had arrested, and as to the damage to his tent. 
The top of the tent is ruined, and Mr. Reynolds will 
be unable to pitch it again for some time. The feel- 
ing of the town against the Infidels was shown by the 
hootings elicited from the rabble whenever Mr. 
Reynolds, Mr. Krahmer, and the “ mysterious 
stranger” showed themselvs, unaccompanied by 
friends. Wherever they walked with-members of 
the Booth or Worman family they were only stared 
at as possible curiosities from sheol. The marshal 
of Boonton is a Catholic named Gilmartin, and the 
priest of the parish told his father that if the mar- 
shal arrested any of the Catholics concerned in the 
attack upon the tent he, the priest, would turn the 
marshal out of church. Afterward the priest pub- 
licly deprecated the destruction of the tent, but 
principally, we fear, upon the ground that the town 
would hav to pay the damages. " 

The casenow góes to Morristown, the ous seat. 
The result, of'course, is in doubt. Should the bench 


be occupied by a gentleman and the jury-box filled. 


with “civilized citizens, Mr. Reynolds will triumph. 
Should these conditions be reversed, he will not. 
Public opinion in Boonton is tremendously excited, 
and the prosecution will push the case both to be 
avenged upon the Infidel and to protect the men 
arrested for rioting. In the mean time, Mr. 
Reynolds's occupation is gone till the tent can be 
repaired, and the owner will devote his time to filling 
such engagements to lecture as he can obtain, and in 
at@nding to the preliminary arrangements for the 
meeting of the New York State Freethinkers’ Conven- 
tion, which will be called at White Sulphur Springs 


early next month. 
oo 1-o—_ ——— 


Illustrations. 

The Sabbatarian Scarecrow is an institution that 
is erected upon Sunday at the doors of nearly all 
places of amusement, except the churches. ‘Ihe peo- 
ple don’t pay much attention to him, as a general 
thing, but he is still on guard in front of our theaters 
and museums of art and natural history. He ought 
to be buried, and the rules and regulations govern- 
ing resurrection should, in his case, be suspended. 


Adam and Eve are getting on dangerous ground, 
as will be seen. And here we may call attention to 
the fact that Adam Clarke, the Bible commentator, 
believed that the * serpent" who tempted Eve should 
hav been translated “monkey.” Others differ with 
him, and hold that “minister of the gospel" would 
be a more correct rendering. Mr. Heston has givet 
us both the serpent and the monkey, with the liberty 
to choose between them. Judging the past by the 
present, the minister-of-the-gospel theory is not a 
bad one to fall back on, in default of an agreement 


upon either of the others. 
— eo 


Editorial Notes. 


^ Ir Col. Robert G. Ingersoll lectures next winter, Shak- 
spere will be his theme.” This item is from the New York 
Times. We are not prepared to say whether it is true or not. 


Tar Christian at Work says: ‘Seventy-five cents is the 
exact value of a nowadays silver dollar.” This statement is 
deceptiv. The value of a dollar is the amount of some 
product of the earth that you can buy withit; and cannot 
as much be bought for a silver dollar as for any other? We 
would be pleased to purchase all the **nowadays silver dol- 
lars” the Christian at Work possesses at seventy-five cents 
apiece; and, of course, a rcligious paper would not take any 
more for an article than it really believes it tó be worth. 


FREErHINKERS must be careful of their words. The editor 
of the Zndependent is on the alert. Last week he quoted 
this from Si Slokum’s article in Tue TRUTH SEEKER on Sam 
Jones: l 

&I wish I had the ‘gift of gab, I would geton to the ‘revival’ 
racket at once. There are thousands, if not millions, in it." 

This sentiment, the Independent suggests, leaves little room 
for suprise that ‘“ scandalously bad people occasionally get 
into the church.” Si Slokum spoke in jest; but the thou- 
sands and millions in it accounts for the enthusiasm of & 
good many religious teachers who would strongly resent the 
imputation that they are ** scandalously bad.” 


A CORRESPONDENT of Tung TRUTH SEEKER who has just re- 
turned to New York from a European tour which included 
England, Ireland, and Scotland, reports that American sym- 
pathy and financial aid for the cause of Home Rule in Ire- 
land hav been unfortunate rather than otherwise. They hav 
given the opponents of the measure a chance to raise the cry 
of “ foreign intervention,” and ‘‘ foreign gold,” and to appeal 
to English patriotism, ‘‘ harmony," and '* union." The com- 
parativ insignificance of the sums forwarded has raiscd many 
a laugh, too, at the expense of **open-handed Americans." 
In the aggregate a large sum has been raised in this country, 
but a few wealthy Englishmen could place double the amount 
against it without feeling the loss. What the Irish people 
need more than financial aid is that unity, patriotism, and 
mutual confidence which made Home Rule possible in Amcr- 
ica. Above all, they need to get xid of the pope and the 
church. 


Tuk results of the investigations of the committee into the 
mysteries of spirit photography are given in Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER this week. ‘The report -is decidedly adverse to the 
claims made by Mr. Robinson and the medium. It has not 
been demonstrated to the satisfaction of the committee that ` 
the forms seen in dim outline on the photographs obtained 
are those of spirits. On the other hand, although the com- 
mittee was composed of professional photographers and - 
adepts in the art, the process of producing these forms has not 
been discovered. The one man who can throw light on that 
subject is Mr. Keeler, and he, of course, insists that they are 
bona fide photographs of departed spirits returned to earth. 
Therefore the question remains unsettled. Nevertheless the 
report is entertaining reading to thoseinterested in spirit pho- 
tography. It is proper to say that onc member of the com- 
mittee, Mr. Partridge, was so engaged during the week of. 
the sessions that he was unable to attend. . He has not seen 
the report, and his signature is therefore omitted. 
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Letters from friends. 


Burre Ciry, M. T., July 17, 1886. 


Mr. Epor: Mr. Putnam’s lecture, ‘‘The Glory of Infi- 
delity,” at Renshaw’s Hall last night, was largely attended 


by Freethinkers, and also by good Christians. Mr. Putnam 


` is a speaker of wonderful magnetic power. 


CHARLES STOFFEL. 


Tappan, O., July 22, 18868 


Mr. Epiror: Our literary society recently passed an 
amendment to their constitution to the effect that nothing 
Should be said disrespectful of the Bible or the Christian 
Atthe next meeting I gave them an oration to in- 
form them that I was not built that way. They interrupted 
me once, but I told them if they did it again I would prose- 
cute them, and, in conclusion, I told them, if they had any 
They hav 
One class-leader said I had made 


religion. 


further business with me, to call up at my office. 
not put in appearance yet. 
five Infidels in his class. The fine was 50 cents. 


SIMEON SMITH. 


Amen. 


SuaxoPEE, Minn., July 10, 1886. 
Mx. Eprrog: Herewith 


plainly stated are certainly to be pitied. 


ally in increasing the circulation of your brave paper. 
L. H. Hawkins. 


Burre, M. T., July 14, 1886. 


Mr. Epniror: Last evening, the 18th inst., I called a few of 


the Liberals together and met them at Renshaw Hall, at 
8:30 P.M. l 

‘The meeting was called to order by O. B. Whitford, who 
was elected president; Charles Stoffie, vice-president; E. N. 
Dunekel, secretary; H. Legraves, corresponding secretary. 
Platform and bylaws were adopted for the government of 
the society, which was voted to be known and called the 
Butte Secular Society. - 

Inclosed find petition. for charter, $5 for the same, and $10 
for missionary pamplhlets—small ones, that people will take 
time to read. 

We expect Putnam here on the 16th to giv us a couple of 
lectures. Respectfully, O. B. WHITFORD. 

Canton, ILL., July 22, 286. 

Mr. Enrrox: Please find inclosed $7.50 for pamphlets. 

Mayor Armstrong, of Canton, gave notice some ‘time ago 
that he'would enforce the ordinance in regard to Sabbath- 
breaking. Now, as a good general is prepared to repulse 
every assault made on his lines, so ought we to be prepared 
‘to turn all such bigoted acts to our own advantage. We 
can do this by one or all of three ways. First, by denounc- 
ing it publicly; second, by procuring a Liberal lecturer, and 
third, by constituting ourselvs agents, and procuring a lot 
of pamphlets discussing the subject of the laws they are try- 
ing to enforce. We will guarantee such efforts will. be 
attended with success, because at such times people become 
aroused, and act on their manhood, and will gladly accept 
auything that will help them to discuss the justice or injus- 
tice of the act. Mr. E. A. Stevens has the right idea—when 
they attack him, to light into them and giv them Hail Colum- 
bia. Joun W. ABBOTT. 


Great Benn, Pa., July 18, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: For many years ‘I hav been what the world 
terms an Infidel, and since last September I hav been a con- 
stant reader of Tue Trurn SEEKER. I am pleased with the 
pictures. I don't know as they make a good Infidel any 
better, but I think they reach farther among God's people, 
and do more to set Christians thinking than anything you can 
induce them to read orlisten to. If Christians will think, 
they will doubt, and doubting means skepticism. 

Our village has a population of two thousand, represent- 


ing, perhaps, one-half of the nations of tlie earth, and Ido 


not think there are a half-dozen of that number, outside of 
Christian dupes, that dare speak their opinion. Business 
men would be boycotted, and laboring men thrown out of 
‘employment. The Catholics of Great Bend hav a large 
majority of the church young people. The “forty hours’ 
devotion" has just ended, and the Catholic mud-clogs hav 
ceased their thunderings upon our sidewalks during all hours 
_of the night, and we are beginning to get our usual rest and 
sleep again. We are thankful that ‘ forty hours’ devotion ” 
comes but once a year. 

The Methodist society hav their third church. The first 
one was not large, enough, and they had it torn down and 
built greater. This left them in debt, and in a few years it 
burnt down covered by a good insurance. They then 
erected another, still greater, with a steeple much too high 
to look well. The members dedicated their new church to 
God, got out of debt, became proud and arrogant, displeased 
their God, and about six o’clock last night, in a fit of anger, 
he (God) stretched out his mighty hand and smote their 
church with lightning. Commencing at the top of the 
steeple, and branching in several directions, it shattered the 


temple from steeple to basement. The news spread, and in 


a short time hundreds gathered about the place, some won- 
' dering at the mighty power that had shown his hand to warn 
Christians of their neglect of duty, non-attendance at church, 


I hand you $5 to be applied on 
our subscription to Tar Truru Seeker. We are a little 
` behind time, but trust that the remittance will be acceptable. 

Mrs. Hawkins and myself are greatly pleased with the 
illustrations, and hope they will be continued. Those deli- 
cately organized persons who are shocked with plain truths 
We take great de- 
light in opening the eyes of our Christian friends by showing 
them illustrated numbers of Tug Truru SEEKER, and find 
that it has a tendency to set them thinking. Keep up the 
illustrations; they are a good feature, aud should aid materi- 


- 


etc.; others to criticise the condition of the lightning-rod that 
had been placed upon God's temple to protect it from his 
own mighty wrath. A few poor Infidels had their opinions 
(unexpressed) ; they dare not word them in this priest-ridden, 


hidebound place, for fear of a Christian boycott. . 


Now, we want some Liberal lectures here to open the eyes 
of the blind, and giv strength to the weak and downtrodden. 
What is necessary to be done to get a lecturer here? .We 
are on the line of the Erie Railroad, and the Delaware, Lack- 
awana & Western Railroad. There are quite large towns on 


either side of us, such as Susquehanna, Binghamton, Owego, 


etc. Ido not see why it is not a-good field for Freethought 
We hav never had anything of the kind here. It 


Jectures. 


would be a surprise. A. B. CONKLIN. 


GLADSTONE, QUEENSLAND, Aus., June 1, 1886. 


Mr. Eprror: Your inestimable paper reached me on May 
20th, and I can assure you it is the best champion of our 
Iam a subscriber to several Freethought 
papers, but THz Trura SEEKER stands foremost in the 
The illustrations are capital,in my 
humble opinion, and should almost be enough to convince 
anyone of the ridiculous superstition of Christianity. I hav 
endeavored to get some subscribers about here, but I hav had 


cause I hav seen. 


ranks of Freethought. 


no luck so far, only I hav persuaded some to read them, 
which may do some good in the future. 


scription till January, 1887, and I trust beforethe next is due 


some of my friends about here will follow my example, and 


take it for themselvs. W. L. G. Rer. 


Bow.ine Green, O., July 12, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: I hay the pleasure to renew my subscription, 


and send the name of another young man as a sub- 


scriber. I am highly pleased with the cartoons of Tux 


TRUTH SEEKER, and for one can say, like all other school- 


teachers, that pictures are an effectual way of teaching les- 


sons that will never be forgotten, because what the eye sees 
the mind receives. I would ask some of my friends who ob- 


ject to the cartoons, ** Who gave the Bible publishers author- 
ity to cartoon the Bible?" "They were not there in the time 
these events occurred, and it is only by hearsay evidence that 
we hav them. 

This is an orthodox neighborhood, in which superstition 
has full sway, with the exception of a dozen or so of Liberals, 
but we are gaining ground, and are not moral cowards. 


What we &re trying to get before the people is the worth of 


morals, and the fact that religion and morality are not syn- 
onymous terms. The former teaches us our duty to an im- 
aginary God, and the latter relates to our social bearing now 
and here. 

The most effectual way of getting Freethought before the 
people is to agitate ; that is, to drop & word here and a word 
there, and some of the seed will spring up and yield a hun- 
dredfold. . ALvA Koons. 


; BeLrerane, Miny., July 9, 1886. 
Mz. Eprrog: A Freethinker, a true Freethinker, be it a 
man or woman, married or single, is the only free and really 
sovereign human being, a lord—not a ''lawd," among his 
fellow-beings. To-be a Freethinker is the most glorious, 
most elevated, spiritual position in life man can obtain. It 


givs him satisfaction in every respect, when he is in health, 
and when he is sick, or even on his death-bed. A Free- 


thinker cannot fear death itself, for that itself can hav no ter- 
ror, but he may be afraid of the pain and agony which per- 


vade so many a death. The future promised eternal bliss or 


threatened damnation can hav no meaning whatever to him. 
It takes a good deal of study, energy, and a good, fearless 
judgment to free himself from all the superstition of the 
creeds which we hav almost naturally inherited, for they are 
not only taught but drilled intoa man. After he has freed 
himself from all these. fetters, he may well stand up and be 


proud of it, and say, * I am a free man (or, as the case may 


be, a free woman), a living being, trying to be as happy as 
possible, and to make others as happy as possible.” A true 
Freethinker is proud of it, and he always confesses his Free- 
thought everywhere and to everybody, because he knows 
that it is, with good health, the best thing a man can hav and 
enjoy. Knowing this, he will communicate his ideas and 
views to his fellow-beings, to make them enjoy mental free- 
dom also. We all ought to be rejoicing and jubilant that we 
liv in a country and in a century where we hav and get the 
means to make us free. 

Well, we Freethinkers hold that mental liberty, with good 
physical health, is the greatest boon. Mental liberty is, un- 
like money, not growing less within you by giving it to 
others; you may giv away all of it to thousands and thou- 
sands of your fellow-beings and hav still all Jeft for your own 
use. You giv away the greatest human blessing, 7. e., Free- 
thought, and still will not lose a particle.of it. Why not giv 
it away and communicate it to others freely? A man going 
home to his family sees some luscious fruit or something else 
that is good; he will, if he can, get it. For whom? Well, 
for himself, and, above all, for those he loves at home. So 
the Freethinker will not stop until those he loves, and those 
first, are freed from the fetters of superstition, because he 
knows that Freethought is something good. A Freethinker 
whose wife and children attend church and Sunday-school 
regularly is a, humbug, a failure—in fact, no Freethinker at 
all. 
greatest joy and satisfaction of the priest and reverend. A 
true Freethinker cannot, and if he would a thousand times, 
recant. Under no circumstances, as long as his mental fac- 
ulties are not impaired, would he pronounce a thing black of 


I intend to adver- 
tise it im the local paper, if I can persuade the editor to in- 
sert it. At any rate, I shall do my best to get it better 
known than it now is. Should you think this fit to survive 
‘the waste-paper basket, please insert it among your “ Letters 
from Friends.” You will find inclosed $4.04 for my sub- 


—Ep. T.'8.] 


It is that class who recant on their death-bed, to the 


which he is convinced that it is white. Charity begins at 
home. Dear TRUTH SEEKER, did you not suspect something - 
when a subscriber wrote you the cartoons were wrong be- 
cause they hurt the feelings of Christian friends? Hav you 
had no suspicion at all that these Christian friends with their 
fine and delicate feelings liv with the said subscriber who 
findsfault or has been dictated to find fault with the cartoons ?- 
I bet you five dollars these ‘‘ Christian friends” are the dear 
wife and children and mother-in-law. Not hurt the delicate ` 
feelings of our Christian brethren and sisters who boycott us 
without fail and for lifetime, as soon as they know we are 
Infidels, and call us immoral! Recant and join a church or 
be boycotted in this and damned in the other world! We do 
not care much about that threatened damnation in the other 
world, and the time is not far when a religious boycott in 
this country will be as ineffectual as in Protestant Germany. 
Well, if the nerves of our Christian friends are strong 
enough to execute a boycott on a neighbor or wish him 
eternal damnation, then their * delicate feelings” will not 
be damaged much by looking at a decent and true picture or 
cartoon. VERITAS. 


Sour AowortH, N. H., July 25, r.m. 286. 

Mr. Eprron: In reading ‘‘ News and Notes,” by S. P. 
Putnam, in the last two or three TRUTH SEEKERS, I hav be- 
come couvinced that he ought to revise and enlarge them 
until they will make a book of about the size of ** A Truth , 
Seeker in Europe." Ithink nearly everyone that has D. M. 
Bennett’s ** Around the World” would buy one, as we hav 
at present no Freethought history of the United States, ex- 
cept a little in the last volume of the ‘‘ Around the World” 
books. ` 

I would also suggest that Bell, Jamieson, Kelso, Rems- 
burg, Reynolds, Walker, Watts, York, and all others who 
are traveling through the country write a history of the sec- 
tions they visit. If each one cannot make up a book, cach 
could write one or two chapters, and all together make a 
good book; aud I feel very sure that it would have a large 
sale. Let's hear from the rest of the TRUTH SEEKER family. 

Your cartoons are very good, and I believe that most of 
your readers are pleased with them. I think the three or 
four last ones are fully as good as any. J. A. ALLAN. 


Havana, Irr., July 14, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find 25 cents for Trurm SEEKER 
ANNUAL AND FREETHINKERS’ ALMANAC. I read Tue Truru 
SEEKER, and I am well pleased with it. Just as soon as I 
read it through I hand it to some of my friends, and let them 
read it, and I find that they are well pleased with it. 

lam a Freethinker, and your. paper just suits me. ‘The 
people here call me an Infidel, but I would rather be styled 
an Infidel than a church-member. Iam going to do all that 
I can for Tug TRUTH SEEKER. 

I went to Sunday-school the other Sunday, and the super- 
intendent was teaching the class I was in, and he said every 
person had a conscience that told him to do right. He 
asked me what I thought about it, and I told him I did not 
believe it. Itold him that all persons had a faculty in their | 
mind that told them to do that which they think is right, but 
before they know what is right and wrong they hav to be 
taught it, and because I said this, he told me if I came there 
to dispute with him I had better stay away; so you can see 
what cranks we hav here in our Sunday-schools. I think, 
if I could get him to read my paper, he would learn to be 
reasonable. Yours very truly, |J. A. WEAVER. 


Riversipz, CaL., July 16, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: If you will be kind enough to inform me. 
through your paper at what period of the world’s history 
numerals were -known to hav been used, you will confer a 
great favor. How could, for instance, antediluvians num- 
ber, etc. ?. Do you publish any book giving light on the sub- 
ject ? C. Newton Ross. 

[This a question upon which the encyclopedists confess 
there is hardly any light, although it has been made the sub- 
ject of laborious investigation. The Arabic numerals now in 
use were invented by the Brahmans of India, and are of 
great antiquity, though there is no reason for supposing that 
the Jews ever used them. The antediluvian method of no- 
tation probably consisted of a series of marks, Į for one; J| 
for two; || for three, etc., up to ten. These, with arbitrary 
combinations to express larger numbers, were undoubtedly 
the first numerals. These marks are the basis of the Latin, 
Greek, Roman, and the Chinese methods. The so-called 
Arabic numerals, in their original form, hav an inherent signifi- 
cance denoting the number of units they stand for. Notation is . 
evidently nearly as old as written speech, and, like language, 
has had its growth and evolution. The modern arithmetic 
was not used until about the middle of the sixteenth century, 
and for along time after its introduction was taught only in 
universities. We do not publish any book upon the subject. 


: GREELEY, CoL., July 19, 1886. 
Mm. Eprror: I hav just finished reading S. R. Shepherd's 
letter of June 25th to your paper. Ido not think all mind- 
reading is a humbug. I hav had the pleasure several times 
of attending places where mind-reading was one of the prin- 
cipal features of the occasion. I will relate my experience 
on one occasion. It was in 1878,in Colorado Springs. A 
Mr. Taylor and lady advertised a sleight-of-hand performance 
the -first evening, and the next evening they would expose 
Spiritualism. I was one of several men chosen by the audi- 
ence as a committee to see fair play. The show progressed 
finely and satisfactorily until they reached mind.reading. 
The professor then stated that the mind-reading trick be- 
longed to the lady, and he had no right to expose it, even if 
he could. -We wrote upon slips of paper any question or 
other matter we saw fit to write. I repaired to a dressing- 
room just off the stage, and wrote my question. Itook my | 


* 
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account-book from my pocket and wrote the riaan ques- 
tion :. “ Has the property left by my mother any incumbrance 
upon it or not?" I returned the book to its place in my 
; pocket, folded the paper up, and put it in my vest-pocket. 
. To my surprise, she answered it. She then said if I would 
hold it in my hand over her head she would read it word for 
word. I held it over her head, and, to the surprise of the 
eommittee, and the audience, numbering about three hun- 
dred, she read every word I had written, and, to cap the 


climax; she even told the figures on the other side of the- 


paper, and I did not know myself that the figures were there 
_ at the time I wrote the question. | 
the paper, for I built the stage and all the rooms in the 
building and built the building itself, and I know there was 
no way to get into the room I wrote the question in except 
ihe door I went in at, and I shut and locked it when I went 
in. Iam not a Spiritualist, but an Atheistic Materialist, but 


` there are some things I cannot account for, and mind- reading | 


“is one of them. J. W. LEIGHTON. 


Rome Ciry, Inv. ; July 25, 1886. 
Mz. Eprron: The Liberals of this place met for the pur- 
pose of securing a series of Liberal lectures at Rome City, 
_ which is situated on the Grand Rapids & Indiana Railroad, 
thirty-one miles north of Fort Wayne. The railroad com- 
-pany hav fitted an island for picnics, etc., at this place, which 
is known as Island Park. There is a large tabernacle, and 
hotels to accommodate a big crowd. In fact, it is the Chau- 
taugua of Indiana. ` 
The churches hav their Sunday-school congress now in ses- 
sion, which will last about two weeks.. We want you to in- 
tercede to secure some of the best speakers. I see by THE 
Teura Ssexer that Putnam comes East some time in Sep- 
tember. Perhaps it can be arranged for him to attend. 
Talmage and Sam Jones are booked to speak at Rome 
next week, and we would like something a little better than 
their old-time superstitions. IrgAMAR Eppy. 
[Liberal speakers are invited to correspond with Mr. Eddy, 
giving terms, etc.] 


CHATTANOOGA, FENN., July 25, 1886. 
Mr. Eprron: If you hav the information, please let me 
know how many insane people are in the lunatic asylums in 
the United States, and how many were rendered insane by 
superstition. Please publish the facts in your paper. 
` W. P. Crow. 
[We hav the statement of President Seelye, of Amherst 


College, that the proportion of insane persons to the entire’ 


population of the United States in 1880 was as 1 to 549. As 
the population at that time was 50,151,866, the number of in- 
sane persons would hav been about 91,850. No later statis- 
tics are at hand. "We are unable to say what proportion of 
. these were made insane by superstition. In such reports of 
insane asylums.as we hav consulted, three principal causes 
: account for more than half of the cases of insanity. 
These stand: 1. Secret vice; 2. Alcohol; 3. Religious ex- 
citement. The first leads the second and third by a long 
way as a cause of mental ruin. Just how many persons lose 
their reason through superstitious excitement will probably 
never be known. The stock of rcligious lunatics is quite 
large, but students of psychology hav pointed out that it is 
often very difficult to distinguish between “ inspiration " and 
‘dementia. These cases are therefore given the benefit of the 
` doubt, and are not added to the ranks of the insane. The 
_ spread of Freethought, and the’ early inculcation of cthics 
-founded upon reason and experience, would greatly lessen this 
species of hallucination. It might hope to even eradicate it 
entirely, except where there exists a predisposition to insan- 
ity from other causes. Weak minds yield easily to the un- 
balancing influence of religious fanaticism, which fact ac- 
counts for the ‘‘ success” of the Salvation Army, ‘ reviv- 
alism," and other religious epidemics—the Perfectionist 
craze at Cincinnati, for instance. —Ep. T. S.] 


PnovipzNoz, July 20, 1886. 

Mx. Eprron: In à communication to THz TRUTH SEEKER 
some time in May I related an incident that came under my 
- own observation, how a friend of mine became insane from 
attending Spiritual seances. Said communication was 
printed in the issue of June 12th. June 15th I received a 
postal with an effusion written upon it and signed by a per- 
son purporting to be a Spiritualist of thirty years' experience, 
who ' never saw anyone made. insane by.its divine teach- 


. ing,” calling me a ‘‘liar, and a fool or knave, or both." T 


hav had occasion at times to speak of the pernicious and de- 
` moralizing influence of Spiritualism and religion (as I con- 
sider both in the same ligbt), and the postal confirms all my 
- previous convictions and statements. I do not mean to say 
that all Christians are fanatics, or that all Spiritualists are 
cranks, but the spirit that prompts a person, upon the slight- 
est pretext, to call another “ a liar, fool, or knave” in refu- 
tation of a fact, lacks only the courage to ply the assassin's 


- knife, or the opportunity to pile and kindle the fagot around’ 


the body of everyone that denies the tenets of their pernicious 
and insane belief. To call a person *' a liar, fool, or khave ” 
may be a strong and able argument to substantiate the claims 
of Spiritualism or religion (as it is used in the defense of 
both beliefs), but in the discussion of any other subjects it 
is only indulged in by those persons in whom the asinin 
. propensities, predominate. 

In the various letters of Spiritualists in answer to Mr. 
Winter and others, I find they use a sort of stereotyped re- 
ply of the following import, ‘‘ Liar, fool, bigot,” and other 
pet names, and say they are ‘‘supremely ignorant,” etc. 
Mr.-Winter having given up writing, they hav transferred 

: their endearing terms from him to me. 
. And now one A. Allen Noe, “ Atheistie Spiritualist,” says : 
^. Brother Northup, I am after you.” Whenever I. hav any- 


I know she had not seen: 


thing to say I will write, and if the editor of this paper will 
print it I shall let the readers draw their own conclusions. I 
don’t propose to open up a debate to gratify anyone that may 
see fit to call me a liar, or who may doubt my statement of 
a fact by saying, ‘‘ Please tell us of one single person in the 
asylum to-day who was brought to a demented state of mind 
by and through the influence of Spiritualism.” If I should 
present the case with affidavits it would not convince him. 

If I should attempt a reply to his column of interrogatorics, 
even in shorthand, it would use up too much of the space 
allotted to “ Letters from Friends," therefore I shall only 
notice a few points. He says, ‘‘I am emphatically a Lib- 
eral.” So were Jolm Calvin and Martin Luther, but their liber- 
ality did not wholly eradicate their former belief, so they 
were unable to use with any degree of decency those who 
doubted their peculiar belief ^ ** Tell me of a single brilliant 
intellect which has become beclouded by investigating the 
‘fanatical hunbug.’” I refer"'him to the closing scenes in 
the life of Robert Dale Owen. In regard to its demoralizing 
tendency, I would call his attention to the many happy 
homes it has broken up, the divorces it has caused. For par- 
ticulars I refer you:to George Chainey, your latest convert. 
Again, he says, ‘‘ You believe death ends all. Our orthodox 
friends believe we liv beyond the grave. Theirs is belief; 
so is yours.” 

How about that nonsense of becoming spirits after death, 
and roaming at large—is that a ** belief” or not? Investigat- 
ing Spiritualism for a third of a century at a cost of several 
hundred dollars, I should say was time and money wasted. 
How much better are you going to be aftcr death than I, 
with all of your investigations? If it is true, I shall be there 
with you; if not, then your belief in an existence after death 
is as selfish and inconsistent. as the Christians’ belief. If hc 
has read carefully all the articles written for your paper by 
Mr. Wettstein, and others, his questions to me hav been 
more than answered—which seems to hav done him.no good, 
so that he will hav to excuse me from making the ee to 
convert him. 

The God-in-the-Constitution party, with the help of some 
Liberals, hav incorporated a Prohibitory clause in the consti- 
tution of this state, which has, so far, been the means of 
closing all the most respectable places, but the low groggeries 
are selling on the sly, and the people are ordering their beer 
by express from out of the state, so that, practically, nothing 
has been gained except higher taxes, and a decrease of busi- 
ness. L. L. Noxrrnur, Materialist. 


Burer, Pa., July 11, 1886. 

Mr. Epitor: I send $3 to renew my subscription to your 
ennobling paper. I hav no fault to find. It has more read- 
ing-matter in it than I hav time to read. 

I enjoy the pictures best of all. Let no friend of Free- 
thought object to the pictures. They convey ideas much 
quicker and more accurately than reading. And thousands 
will get correct. ideas that never would otherwise. Has not 
much of this unnatural superstition been fastened upon the 
minds of the people by pictures? Our churches are full of 
them, our family Bibles are illustrated with them, and long 
before the child can read he has the flood, the lions’ den, the 
fiery furnace, the crucifixion, and the resurrection all in his 
mind, and is scared so bad -with the pictures of hell, and the 
ram with seven heads and ten horns, that he wont't go to the 
kitchen alone in the dark to get & drink: And why should 
not pictures be used to ridicule and banish these foul ideas 
from the mind of our benighted race? 

I hava copy of ‘‘A Pictorial History of the Old Testament," 
published by H. S. Goodspeed, 37 Park Row, New York. 
These were printed as landmarks of biblical truth, to frame 


and hang up in the parlor to *' lead children to their savior."- 


Just listen to a few of them and imagin how they would con- 
firm your faith: ‘‘ Temptation," ** Noah Entering the Ark,” 
** Lot's Pillar of Salt," ‘Samson with the Gates of Gaza,” 
“Two She-bears Eating the Children," and “Jonah Cast 
into the Sea "—the last three the same as you hav pictured in 
Tuer TRUTH SEEKER, only the style of one artist is to fasten 
superstition on the mind, while the other is to drive it away. 
Also, in this chart is the chariot of fire in which Elijah went 
up. It has two gray horses in it. I think Heston’s geese 
look more appropriate. Here also is ‘‘ The Three Hebrew 
Children and Danicl in the Lion’s Den." Now, this is a 
Christian picture, a fine engraving, a household God, 
framed, respected; children pointed to all these as Bible his- 
tory, Bible truth, and the poor, innocent child looking out in 
tender youth with virgin eyes upon the world is told, ** You 
must believe all these damnable lies or go to hell.” I remem- 
ber when I was a boy ten years of age, often the old hard- 
Shell preacher visited my father's house to get his chicken. 
He was terribly interested in my spiritual welfare. I asked 
him a few childish questions, and instead of answering them 
he told me it was death to doubt, and had me write in the 
family Bible a verse that ends: 
Better he had ne'er been born 
That reads to doubt, or reads to scorn. 

Thus it is that pictures, prose, poetry, persecution, pain, 
papers, preachers, popes, posters, pestilence, and persever- 
ance hav been used for.thousands of years to drive reason 
from his throne. But he still livs in the mind of every child. 
God help us to take the chains from Reason, the king of hu- 
manity. 

Again, I hav before me a consolidated picture of events of 
the New Testament, published by the same house—a fine 
picture: ** When Peter was come down out of the ship, he 
walked on the water;” * The angel came and rolled away 
the stone from the door and sat upon it;" also picture of the 
ascension, the '* descent of the Holy Ghost,” etc. 

Then, I wish to call attention to a large picture, perhaps 
30x40, sold in this county many years ago by a student of 
the ministry. It represents thousands ascending the hill of 
faith into everlasting glory, and tens of thousands get the 


cold shoulder, and the great redeemer says, ** Depart from 
me, ye cursed, into everlasting punishment," and here is a 
picture of all men that don’t believe all these unnatural and 
unbelievable things being cast into a burning lake of fire be- 
cause of their unbelief. 

The artist has done a great deal for good in making ridic- 
ulous false ideas in politics, and the illustrations in. your 
paper are a two-edged sword that will carry conviction to the 
father and conversion to his grandchildren, and will be a 
mighty aid in the great work of placing reason on her nat- 
ural throne. 

Now, I suggest and request that all these pictures be pub- 
lished in a volume by themselvs, cheaply bound, for general 
preservation and circulation. And don’t forget I am a súb- 
scriber for two copies of such a picture-book. The church 
needs one, and the state needs one. SmroN Nixon. 

P.S.—I take notice that in my haste in writing the above I 
hav a prayer in it: ‘‘God, help us to take the chains from 
Reason, the king of humanity.” This is certainly blasphemy, 
irreverence, and ungentlemanly language toward our creator 
to order or request him to do what reason and experience 
teach us we must-do ourselvs. S. N. 


Deroatur, Irt., July 18, 286. 

Mr. Epiron: As I am greatly interested in the dissemina- 

ion of Liberalism, I ask the privilege of offering a few 
suggestions in that direction. 

My wide experience with people of every shade of thought 
has enabled me to discover that a very large per cent of the 
people of this country are very Liberally inclined, which is 
entirely due to the Liberal advancement of the secular press. 
But this only furnishes a very superficial idea of what true Lib- 
eralism really is. And here the secular press leave them stand- 
ing helpless midway between orthodoxy and Liberalism ; and 
there is, perhaps, not one in a thousand of these semi-Liber- 
alized individuals who ever read or even ever saw—yes, we 
might be safe in saying, hever even heard tcll of—a Liberal 
paper, book, or periodical of any kind. But out of this 
great multitude who are helplessly struggling in the dark, 
many will privately wonder and ask themselvs, ** Oh, where 
can I get more light? Is there nothing more pointed or sub- 
‘stantial upon this subject other than the casual observance of 
the indifferent press? Hav I got to perish after having de- 
serted the faith of my parents?” These individuals much re- 
mind me of a plant that has been taken from the carth and 
reset again, which is left unattended and to perish. 
This is no mere fancy of my own, but it was exactly my ex- 
perience when I first made an effort to rid myself of the 
shackles that had imprisoned the frec exercise of my brain 


'from infancy. 


About eighteen years ago, when I had first received a 
glimpse of the glorious light of Liberalism, I began to won. 
der and to make inquiry as to whether therc was not a book 
or periodical of some kind that gave uttcrance in favor of 
such a sentiment. I was informed by a friend that there was 
& papcr called the Boston Investigator that advocated such a 
sentiment, and my heart leaped with joy to be thus informed. 

But right here I wish to inform the reader that if we wait 
for the slow tide of the natural development of thecountry to 
Liberalize the people, we will ultimately find it to bc à very 
slow process. We must act by those tha& need Liberal as- 
sistance as Mohammed did by the mountain. He said if 
the mountain would not come to him, he would goto it. If 
the lukewarm Liberal, or, in other words, the cold Christian, 
will not come to us, we must go to him and lend him a 
helping hand. 

Now, what I wish to suggest is this: Let there be a fund 
raised by the Liberals all over the country for the purpose of 
defraying the expenses of publishing tracts. Let these tracts | 
treat upon about six of thc most important subjects of Lib- 
eralism—say, for instance, as follows: *‘ What Liberalism 
Offers in place of Christianity; " ‘‘The Decline of Faith; ” 
* Is Man an Accountable Being?" ‘‘ The Progress of Lib- 
eralism ; ” ** Is Christianity Essential to Morality ?" ‘‘Is the 
Bible Inspired?” 

These tracts should not excced four pages, for they would 
be used only as eye-opencrs which would prepare the readcr 
for something more elaborate. The novice must hav somc- 
thing brief and concise or he will become wearied. At the 
bottom of the last page of cach tract let there be advertiscd 
Tug Truru SEEKER and a free catalog of books. Let these 
tracts be given away, not sold, and Tux Truru SEEKER- 
would double its present number of readers in one year, and 
besides sell twice as many books as at present. llundredsof 
people, among the thousands that would read the advertis- 
ment of Tuk Truru SEEKER, would very likely say, ** Well, 
I declare, I hav been wondering if there was not such a 
journal somewhere in existence." And after receiving his 
catalog, he would say, ‘‘ Why, herc is Paine's ‘ Age of Reason,’ 
a book that I hav heard of ever since I was a child, and I 
shall send for it if it is the last thing I ever do." He will 
look his catalog through and mark the books he wants to 
send for in the future. After he gets a few, books he will be 
so impressed with the sentiment that he will be going for 
every Christian that don’t agree with himself. This is gen- 
erally the action of a new convert. I don’t, approve of such 
actions altogether, but I don't know as it is injurious to our 
cause. These tracts should be issued by the hundred 
thousand, and let them be sent to every village, town, and 
city where there is a Liberal that can be rclicd upon; and 
the person receiving them should see that cvery family in liis ` 
town should hav one. Every town receiving these tracts 
should get an equal number of cach subject treated. There 
should be a distribution of the tracts about oncc a month for 
afew months. After that, about cvery threc or six months. 

I hope that every Liberal paper in the United States will 
adopt this plan, for I am sure it will prove a success. I. 
would like to hear from the readers of Turk TRUTH SEEKER 
upon this subject. M. L. SANDERS. 
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Children’ s Corner. 


' Edited by Miss Sosan H. Wrxon, Fall 
giver, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
: When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour.” 


How They Saved the Battery at 
Fort Duncan. 


Well, yes, I lived in Texas in the spring of ‘61; 

And Dll relate the story, though I fear, sir, when 
‘tis done, 

"Twill be little worth your hearing; it was such a 
simple thing, j 

Unheralded in rondeaus that the grander poets 
sing. 


There had come a guest unbidden, at the opening 
of the year, 

To find a lodgment in our hearts; and the tenant’s 

: name was F'ear. 

For Secessia’s dawning mandate was a call for 
men and arms, 

Andeach recurring eventide but brought us fresh 
alarms, 


They had notified the general that he must yield 
to fate, 

And all the muniments of war surrender to the 
state; 

But he sent from San Antonio an order to the sea 

To convey on board the steamer all the fort's 
artillery. 


Right loyal was his purpose; but the foe divined 
his plan, 

And the wily Texans set a guard to intercept the 
man 

Detailed to bear the message: 
watch with care, 

That neither scout nor citizen should pass it un- 
aware. 


They placed their 


Well, this was ‘rather awkward, sir, as doubtless 
you will say, 

But the major, who was chief of staff, resolved to 
hav his way, 

Despite the watchful provost-guard ; so he asked 
his wife to send, 

With a little box of knickknacks, a letter to her 
friend; 

And the missiv held one sentence I remember to 
this day: 

“The thread is for your neighbor, Mr. French, 
across the way.” 


He dispatched a youthful courier. 
you will know, 

The Texans searched him thoroughly, and ordered 
him to show 

The contents of the letter. 


Of course, as 


They read it o’er and 


. , 0er, 
. But failed to find the message they had hindered 
once before. 


So it reached the English lady; and she wondered 
at the word, 

But gave the thread to Major French, explaining 
that she'd hearé 

He wished a spool of cotton; and great was his 
surprise 

At such a trifle, sent unasked; through leagues of 
hostil spies. 


“ There’s some hidden purpose, doubtless, i in this 
curious gift,” he said. 

Then he tore away the label, and inside the spool 
of thread 

Was Major Nichol’s order, bidding him convey to 
Sea ^- 

All the arms and ammunition from Fort Duncan’s 
battery. . 

* Down to Brazos speed your horses!” thus the 
major's letter ran; 

* Shift equipments and munitions, and embark 
them if you can.” 


Yes, the transfer was effected; for the ship lay 
close at hand. 
Ere the Texans guessed their purpose they had 
vanished from the land. 
Do I know it for a fact, sir? "Tis no Story that 
T've read. 
I was but a boy in war-time, and I carried him the 
thread, 
—Sophie E. Eastman in the Independent. 
—————— 9 -99—— ———— — — 


Lost in the Woods. 


CHAPTER I. 


Charlie, Boise, and Dora started from 
home early on Monday morning to gather 
berries. They were going through a large 
wood, and just as.Dora was picking up her 
fallen sunbonnet, she spied a large black- 
snake hidden among the bushes. At the 
sight of the snake Dora ran and screamed 
with all her might, and the boys (being as 
much frightened by her screams) ran after 
her as fast as their little legs could carry 
them. They ran so far that when they 


stopped they could not think where they: 


were,.and they began to realize that they 
were lost. They (being very thoughtful 
children) commenced to hunt for a path that 
might lead toward home. They wandered 
about in this manner for two hours, when 
Dora became frightened, and, sitting down, 
began to cry. Her brothers tried to comfort 
her, but she would not -be comforted. AH at 
‘once Boise cried out that he had found a 
` path. Then the three children started out 
aguin in good cheer, only to be disappointed, 
for the path was merely a cow path and only 


went as far as a small creek. It began to 
grow dark and the children sat down on 
some moss to rest. Dora was very tired and 
cried, but after she laid her head on Charlie’s 
knee she was soon in dreamland. The boys, 
being tired, soon fell asleep also. 

While all this was occurring with the 
children, their parents were wondering why 
they did not return home, and when the 
shades of evening began to fall they grew 
very uneasy and started out to hunt for the 
children. They went as far as the woods to- 
gether and then parted, one going one way 
through the woods, and the other another 
way. They were to meet at a certain place, 


seen anything óf the children. It was now 
quite dark, and they became greatly alarmed 
and went back and aroused the whole village. 
About one hundred men with lanterns started 
for the woods to hunt for the children. 
Twice they thought they heard Boise’s voice 
answer their call, and they went in the direc- 
tion it came from, but returned disappointed. 
At about ten o'clock a great thunder- 
storm came up. The thunder and lightning 
were terrible, and the men had to take 
shelter where they could find it. The storm 
lasted an hour and a half, and. was just 
dreadful. The childrens’ mother almost lost 
her reason during the storm, to think that 
her children were out in such a raging tem- 
pest. After the storm was over the men 
started in their pursuit again. 
CHAPTER Il. 

We left the children sleeping. They slept 
until about half-past nine o’clock, when Char- 
lie. was aroused by a sudden noise, which 
sounded like somebody calling. He also 
heard a noise not far from him, but, fearing 
it was a panther, he became very much 
frightened. He noticed that it seemed to be 
going farther and farther away. Then he 
heard a call, ‘‘Char-lie! Char-lie! Cha-ar- 
lie!” It sounded very far from him. He 
tried to answer, but found that he had taken 
a cold in his throat, and could not speak 
above a whisper. Then he awakened Boise, 
and told him io answer. Boise answered, 
and that was what the men heard, but they 
were so far away that they could not tell 
the direction which it came from. After 
this the boys got quiet again, and were 
almost asleep when the storm awakened all 
of them. Boise and Dora began to cry, and 
Charlie started off with them to find some 
kind of shelter. He had not gone far when 
he found a large overcoat, which they discov- 
ered by the flashes of lightning to be their 
father's. Charlie got some logs and put the 
coat over them, so they all could get under. 
It made them feel much better to hav a cov- 
ering overhead. During the storm the chil- 


by lightning, and it almost fell on them. 
This frightened them dreadfully, but the 
Storm was soon over after this. 


again, and slept very comfortably until morn- 
ing. Dora awoke at sunrise, and awakened 
her brothers, and asked them where their 
mamma was. 'Then the boys reminded her 
of what had happened. The children were 
so hungry that they started out’ to hunt for 
something to eat. They came up to a fence, 
and then followed it for a mile, thinking they 
would soon see a house. 

Before long they approached a log-house 
among some bushes. Charlie told the chil- 
dren to sit down and watch if any person 
might come out of this queer-looking - place. 
In a little while the children saw an ugly 
old woman, with a very long nose and large, 
large black eyes crawl out of a hole in one 
side of the hut. When she espied the chil- 
dren, her eyes opened so wide that they 
thought she was a wild person. 

She walked right up to them, and com- 
menced talking. When she opened her 
mouth the children thought she was going to 
swallow them. Her teeth were as large as 
gourd-séeds, and her voice sounded like 
thunder. She asked them what they wanted 
there. Charlie told her that they were hun- 
gry, and wanted something toeat. She mut- 
tered something to herself, and, turning 
round laughing, beckoned them to follow her. 
The children were afraid to obey her, but 
were more afraid not to obey her, lest she 
she might hurt them. They followed her, 
and she led them up to. the house, opened a 
door, and bade them enter. It looked very 
dark inside, but they obeyed her, and she 
went in after them and closed the door. It 
was so dark at first that the children could 
not see anything, but after a while they no- 
ticed a small hole in the roof of the hut. 


and when they met neither one had heard or. 


dren saw a large tree fall which was struck. 


When it was over, the children fell asleep: 


They saw a large fire burning; . with a kettle 
over it. The kettle was filled with boiling 
water. She told them that she always burned 
or scalded all little children who came in her 
way. This frightened the children so that 
they screamed loudly. The woman ran at 
Boise and lifted him, and just then there was 
a loud rap at the door, and she let Boise fall. 
She hurried and crawled out of the hole, as a 
kind-looking gentleman entered in at the 
door. . 

He asked where the woman was and what 
she had been doing. Charlie told him, and 
the man said she was à bad woman, and that 
she had caught several children before to kill 
them, and he had rescued them. The man 
then asked them how they came to be so far 
out in the woods. They told him how they 
had been lost, and how hungry they were. 
He said he would soon get them something 
to eat if they would go home with him. 
They willingly did so, for they were glad to 
meet with somebody so kind. 


CHAPTER III. 


The men from the village hunted for the 
children for the remainder of the night with- 
out any traces of them whatever. About 
eight o’clock in the morning they came up to 
the place where the children had their father’s 
coat spread over the logs. They thought that 
it might hav been the children who made 
such a queer-looking shelter to protect them 
from the storm. Just then the children’s 
father espied his coat, and he cried out that 
it belonged to him, and he said he must hav 
dropped it the night before. They then, dis- 
covered small footprints in the clay, for it 
had been made soft by the rain. They fol- 
lowed these footprints up to the fence and 
all along it until they came to the place where 
the children had sat down. Here they lost 
the tracks, but were hunting for more, when 
they heard a loud scream. They looked up 
and there saw the hut, from whence the 
scream came. They were crossing the fence 
to go up to the hut, when they heard a noise 
at the door of the hut, and there saw a 


| man standing, knocking. This caused them 


to stop and watch what would follow. 
Very soon the old woman crept out of the 
Hole in the side of the hut, and they noticed 
the man went in at the door at the same time. 
The men then hid themselvs (o watch what 
would happen next. The woman ran off 
into the woods, and some of the men ran 
after her, but she went so fast that they could 
not overtake her, so they soon returned to the 
others. After the man went into the hut, the 
other men could hear him talking to some- 
body. He soon came out leading the chil- 
dren, and the men recognized them right 
away. They jumped up and cried out that 
there were the lost children! The noise they 
made by yelling frightened the children, for 
they thought it was the woman back after 
them, and they screamed and held to the 
man’s coat. 
woman who had come back with some men 
to steal the children, did not take time to look 
around, but hurried the children to a wagon 
that he had standing outside of the fence, 
and drove off as fast as he possibly could. 

The men started after him in different 
ways thinking to head him off. They went 
about two miles, when six of the men got in 
front of him and commanded him to stop his 
horses. He stopped, and then the men ex- 
plained to him about the children. The man 
said that he was very glad to hav rescued the 
children and found their friends so soon. 
He said the creature in the hut was a very bad 
woman, and he had tried to catch her several 
times, but she would always hide when she 
knew he was near her. 

The other parties soon came up m the man, 
and the father almost went crazy over the 
children. Some of the men, with the chil. 
dren's father, got into the wagon with the 
strange man and they drove off for the vil. 
l&ge. When they reached the village their 
mother ran out and held the children in her 


arms, and cried over them so much that, with | 


her worrying about them while lost, she was 
sick for a week afterward. When she re- 
covéred she never would allow her children 
to go for berries again. 
Mary B. RipniNGEE, aged fifteen. 
Irwin, Pa. 


Praise the Boy. 


It often costs one quite a struggle to do his 
‘simple duty; and when one does his simple 


duty in spite of his temptations to do differ- 
ently, he deserves credit for so doing. One 
has no need to liv long in this world before 
finding. out this truth. A bright little boy 
about two and a half years old recently 
showed that he apprehended it. He was on 


The man, thinking it was the 


the eve of doing something that was Very 
tempting to him. 

** No, my son; you musn’t do that, 2 said 
his father. 

The little fellow looked as if he would like 
to do it in spite of his father’s prohibition; 
but he triumphed over his inclination, and 
answered resolutely, TAM right, papa; I 
won't do it.” . 

There was no issue there, and the father 
turned to something else. The boy waited a 
minute; and then said, in a tone of surprised 
inquiry: * Papa, why don’t you tell me, 
* That's a good boy?’” 

The father accepted the suggestion, and 
commended his son accordingly. A just 
recognition. of a child's well-doing is a 
parent's duty, even though the child's well. 
doing ought not to hinge on such a recog- 


nition. And as with little folks, so. with 
larger ones. Just commendation is every 
one's duty. i 


Our Puzzle Box. 
1.— REBUS. 


Eight mottoes for young folks. 


2.—REBUS. 


Twelve varieties of puzzles. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN’S OORNER, 
JULY 24. 1880. E 
i.-Reading. 2.-Nothing new under the 
sun. 3.-Hands, hare, arms, stone, pants, 
log, limb, shade, heals (heels), shoulders, 
elbow, bawl ( ball), choler (collar). 
SoLver.—H. J. Messinger. 
e 


Correspondence. 


CORNPLANTER, July 21, 1886. 
Dear Miss Wixon: As I never hav written 
to THE TRUTH ÑEEKER, I thought I would 
now try my hand at writing. 
lama little girl ten years old. I went to 


school this summer, but school is out now ;. 


it has been out for two or three weeks. I 
hav two sisters and one brother; their names 
are Maude, Anna, and Reade. 
Well, I guess I will close for this time. I 
will write a longer letter next time. 
From your loving friend, 
Fanny B. Morrison. 
SPRINGFIELD, ILL., J uly 23, 1886. 
Dear Miss Wixos: My name is Gracie. I 
attend school.. I am in the third room. I 
love my teacher dearly. Papa keeps a con- 
fectionery store. I can sell peaches, pears, 
and candy for papa. Tux TRUTH SEEKER just 
came in. We all like it. We were glad ‘to. 
find Sister Lulu’s letter in your department. 
Religion, God, and the devil seem to be the 
watchwords here at papa’s store. If there is 
a God, I guess that he will not harm any of 
his poor, innocent creatures. I don’t believe 
there is à devil, but the Christians.do, so they 
say. I hava little brother who is five years 
old. You ou; 
Christians. He likes Ingersoll and so do I, 
and we like all Freethought people. I shall 
thank you for your favor. Good-bye. 
‘Graco BELS NEIHART. 


(Gracie will please accept our thanks for a 
cunning little ring she sent us in her letter. 


It is rather small for our smallest finger, but . - 


we will keep it as a remembrance of her. — 
Ep. C. C.] 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL, 


Price 25 cepta, 


sht to hear him talk to the ` 


$ 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


a E CALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
OANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto 
James Foster, Welland, Ont: 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
1 IDAHO. . 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
A ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 802 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. l 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 


MAINE. 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
Mills). 


i MASSACHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
` MIOHIGAN. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. 
Dr. Wolff, 620 North 5th street, St. Louis. 
Joseph L. Andrew, Liberal. 
MONTANA. 
O. B. Whitford, Butte City. 
: NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW: YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 
OHIO. 
N. Hexter, 308 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON, 
Wm. Chance, Astoria. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. . 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr. J. H. Rhodes, 315 North 10th st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
H. Clay Luse, Waynesburg. 
W. F. Schade, 8,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
TENNESSEE. 
Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 
TEXAS. 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 


UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
D. F. Keeler, Park ee 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton.’ 


VIRGINIA. 
Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker, Snowville. 


n ENGLAND. ( : 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. . 


 Mottoes for Freethinkers 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards, which we offer for sale. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place.of the ‘‘ God-bless-our- 
home” placards which disfigure the walls of so 
many houses. They are printed on heavy card- 
board, 9 inches by 221-2. The motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gram of U. M. L. The following are the various 
readings; 


: THE LIVING HAV A RIGHT TO CONTROL 
: THE WORLD, : 


: SUPERSTITION IS THE CHILD OF SLAVERY, 
* 


Rrasrsesbeoenaeevanmssesssssecnsasssesmeasessescessnasesoe H 


REASON IS THE LAMP OF THE MIND, 
THE ONLY TÓRCH OF PROGRESS. 


MESE THE TIME TO BE HAPPY IS NOW, 


AND THE PLAOE TO BE HAPPY IS HERE. : 


NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE 
TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. 


THE WORLD IS MY COUNTRY; 
To DO GOOD MY RELIGION. 


The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents, 

For Freethought societies there is a large card 
22 x 15inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading; containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Price, 30 
cents. Anyof these will be sent postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. 

Address ^ THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Pl, New York City. 


' ^  RLUTHOGRAPHS 


OHARLES DARWIN 


Admirers of the Great Naturalist, and practically 
the father of Evolution, wil be glad to know that 
we hav a fine lithograph of him for sale—size 
183x24 inches on heavy plats aper. Framed, the 
picture will male a splendid ornament for the 
parlors of Freethinkers. Price, 25 cents. 

E Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, - 

83 Clinton Pl., New York. 


PRICE, TWENTY-FIVE CENTS. 
—THE— 


TRUTH SEEKER 
ANNUAL 


AND 
dfregthinhers Almanac. 
1886 (Eu. 286). 


WITH THIRTY PORTRAITS OF DISTINGUISHED 
EUROPEAN FREETHINKERS, SOIENTISTS, AND 
i PHILOSOPHERS, AND MANY OTHER ^ 
| ILLUSTRATIONS. 


CONTENTS: 


Calendar for 1886; Freethought in the United 
States, 1885; How. the Church Filches from the 
State; Public Contributions to the Church; The 
Religion of Crime; Chaplains in our Army and 
Navy; The Higher Life, by Courtlandt Palmer ; 
My Dream, by Samuel P. Putnam; The American 
Secular Union; Statistics of Our Foreign-Born 
Population: The Curate of Churnside. (Selected 
story.) By Jas. Payne; How Voltaire Died, by the 
Editor: The Iron Virgin; Religions Divisions of 
the World; Paine Memorial Hall (Illustrated); 
The Story of 1885; Immigration to the U. B. 
1820-1884; Freethought in Australia; Freethought 
on the Continent; Subjects of Illustration; Free- 
thought Journals; eligious _Denominations; 


Cities; Liberal Lecturers. 


ILLUSTRATIONS : 


Lick Observatory, Girard College, Philadelphia, 
Freethought Hall, Waco, Texas (interior view); 
Freethought Hall, Waco, Texas (exterior view); 
The Tent, lron Virgin, Paine Hall, Moncure D. 
Conway, Saladin, Annie Besant, Mary Wollstone- 
craft, G. W. Foote, Austin Holyoake, J, S. Mill. 


| George Eliot, Geo. Standring, Ernst Haeckel, 


Auguste Comte, Edward Gibbon, Max Muller, 
Thos. Huxley, Voltaire Chas. Darwin, Rousseau, 
Humboldt, Byron, Shelley, David Hume, Goethe, 
Robert Burns, Richard Carlile, Herbert Spencer, 
Castelar, Bradlaugh, Chas. A. Watts, J. A. 

John Tyndall. 


roude, 


NEW YORK: 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
33 CLINTON PLACE. 


Books on Practical Steps in Present Needs. 


History of Woman's Costume Movement; its 
first 35 years, Events and Persecutions, Supple- 


mented by Modern Martyrdom, 132pp., fine paper, |. 


82pp., paper, 10¢, 


Progress vs. Fashion. 
Love an 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 


BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, it is now known to be the work of W. 
H. BURR, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at this office. 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 
SUBJECTS : 


PLAIN HOME. TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in nglish or German 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. 

SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B, Foote. Five volumes; at$1 each, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2. . 

SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth 
volume:of “Science in Story.”) 50 cents. 

HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages. 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. i 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES. (Dime Pam- 
phlets)._By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, adyocating personal and public hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; “Health in- the Sun- 
beam,” considering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and well. By mail, 10 cents each. 

. HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). ‘* The Law 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages, cloth 
bound, $2; ** Heredity,” by Loring. oody; 159 

AZER, cloth, 75 cents; ‘The Law of Heredity,” by 
E H. Marsh; 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 
Human Temperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; * Generation before Regen- 
eration,” by Dr, E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; “ Ree 
ports of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
m 10 conta E anid J Annual POE. of the 

stitute of Heredity, May 29, 1883,” 10 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


CANADIAN SECULAR UNION 


LEAFLETS. 


Long felt want supplied at last. 
Small cost.—Concise argument.—Written in a 
spirit of love and candor that will 
Awake Thought without arousing Prejudice. 
Five Hundred of any one kind for $1. 

Sabbath or Sunday, Which ?—Historical. Evi- 
dence how Sabbath was Changed ?—Immortatity. 
The aims and objects of Secularism:—The Bible, 
What it has done for humanity, 

500 for $1. 


The Best Leaftets Ever Issued. 


— TNT 


Prepared by leading lecturers, and carefully re- 
vised by committee of our most able Secularists. 
Address CANADIAN SECULAR UNION, 
Science Hall, Millichamps Buildings, 
Adelaide St., East, Toronto, Ont. 


Area and Value of Farms; Population of Large l 


S.P. Putnam’s Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 


Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts, f 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 

can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 

A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 

and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 

last with the living spirit of to-day.”—Jonn 
Swinton’s Paper. 

* The 


Golden Throne, a Romance. 
author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is wit! Fhe book is filled with 
manly thoughts, expressed in manly words— 
the transcript of a manly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ »—INGERSOLL. $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and fhe Galitean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”—Dr. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 


other mee Poems. _ Price, 10 cts. 
For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
38 Clinton Piace, New York. 


Charles Watts’s Work. 


The History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and lettered. Price, $1.25. CONTENTS : 
Section I. Definition of Freethoug! t and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section Il. What it 
Owes to Mohammedanism, Section ITI. Free- 
thought Martyrs and Confessors, Section IV. 
Freethought in.Contlict during, the Sixteenth, 
Scventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Bec- 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


The American Secular Union; its 
Necessity, and the Justice of its Nine Demands, 
(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G, Ingersoll.) 
82 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. . 
A 


Christ-an Evidences Criticised 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradiaugh. Con- 
tents : The Origin of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are published at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS EACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible: Freethought an 
Modern Progress; Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
larism; Science and Bible. Antagonistic ; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. For all of 
the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


KERSEY GRAVES'S WORKS. . 


Sixteen Saviors or None. By Ker- 
SEY GnaveEs, auther of the World's Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors; The Bible of Bibles, and 
Biorraphy of Satan. Paper, % cents; cloth, $1. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thousand biblical errors in science, history, 
mor ils, religion, and general events. Also a 
deli:ieation of the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amiiation of their doctrins. Price, $2. 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 


Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains, 
Price, 85 cents. 


The World’s Sixteen Crucified Say- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 


Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 
origin of all the doctrines principles, precepts, 
and miracles of the Christian New Testament. 
and furnishing a key for unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 
history of sixteen oriental crucified gods. $2. 
dress THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
33 Clinton Place. New York. 


REPLY 
TO REY. L. A. LAMBERT'S 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.” 


By B. W. Lacy 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priests 
sophistry, unfairness, and histor- : 
ical misstatement. 
Pric., Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 Cents 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Sabath- Breaking. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG, 
Author of “False Claims," “Bible 
Morals,” Ete. 


The best and most thorough work ever written 


on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 


view. 


Large and Handsome Print. 


25- cents. 


BiserE Corizs, - c 
$1.00. 


Six CoPrzs, x - " 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 
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WHATS TO BE DONE? 
A NIHILISTIC ROMANCE. 


By N. G. TCHERNYCHEWSKY.. With a portrait 
of the Author. Translated by BENZ. 
R. TUCKER. 


Written in Prison. Suppressed by the Czar, The 
Author Over Twenty Years an Exile in Sibe- 
ria. Russian Edition worth $600 a Copy. 

First American Edition Exhausted 
in Four Days. Second now 
Ready; An Elegant 
olume of 330 
Pages. 

PRESS COMMENTS : 

To call the book the “ Uncle Tom's Cabin” of 
Nihilism is scarcely extravagance.—Boston Adver- 
iser. ; 

It is perhaps the book which has most power- 
fully influenced the youth of Russia in their 
growth into Nibilism, and it is remarkable and 
noteworthy as a work which has played so impor- 
tanta part in the political and social history of 
the century.—Boston Courier. | 

As a revelation of folk hfe it is invaluable; we 
hav no other Russian pictures that compare with. 
it. —Providence Star, 

The characters are so strongly and vividly drawn’ 
that the interest in their fate becomes intense as 
the thread of the narrativ is slowly unwound.— 
Boston Saturday Evening Gazette. 

When we come to consider the publication of 
such books as Flaubert’s ** Salammbo ” and Tcher- 
nychewsky's “ What's To Be Done?" we cannot 
avoid the conclusion that something must hav 
happened to the society for the suppression of 
indecent literature.—St. Louis Repubtican, ` 


In cloth, $1; paper, 15 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Ciinton Place, New York. 


RY Xp 3f v wn YY 
IBLE MYTHS 


ud AND THEIR 


' Parallels in Other Religions 


Being a Comparison of the Old and New 'l'eeta- 
ment Myths and Miracles with those of 
heathen nations of Antiquity; Cou- 
sidering also their Origin 
and Meaning, With 
numerous illus- 
trations, 

The object of the work 1s to point out the. myths 
with which the Old and, New Testamenter abound? 
to 86 ow that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning, 

** It is unquestionable true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else so accessible as they are now made 
inthe work before us."—XY. Y. Sun, 

1 vol. 8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages, 


Price, $2.50. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, Now York, 


THE RISE OF 


[NTELLECTOAL LIBERTY 


From Thales to Copernicus. 


By FREDERIO MAY HOLLAND, Author of “The. 
Reign of the Stoics.” 


“This is a book not only to be read once, but te 
be kept and referred to, and pondered over fron. 
year to year. It is a guide-book of Liberalism 
through the past centuries prior to 1600, the era of 
Copernicus and Bruno, It does not take the place 
of other histories like Gibbon, Hallam, or Lecky 
but it makes them intelligible by pointing out the 
white light that has been cast upon the lurid 
clouds of ignorance, superstition, and cruelty, 
from the little stream of Freethought that has 
flowed in its ragged, broken, and obstructed conrse 
down through the ages which now liv only as our 
realm of Memory and Admonition.” 
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Boebry. 
* Growth. 


How wouldlgrow? Notlikethe vine, 
Though beautiful and full of grace, 
Close clinging to its resting-place, 

Where leaf and blossom intertwine. 


For tendrils break when winds are high ; 
The best supports, in time, will fail. 
And what can weak vine strength avail 

When bruised and torn on earth I lie?- 


` But like the tree—oh, tall and fair! 
With roots deep reaching through the ground, 
With branches spreading far around, 
Drawing all good from earth and air. 


Drawing all good that I may giv 

Of my abundance friendly aid 

To all who seek my pleasant shade, . 
Or in my screening branches liv; 


That when this term of life is past, 
' And I am severed to the ground, 
My growth may all so firm be found 
That much of good will life outlast. 


—Laura Garland Carr. 


; Every-Day Work. 


. Great deeds are trumpeted; loud bells are rung; 
And men turn round to see; : 
The high peaks echo to the preans sung 
O'er some great victory. 
And yet great deeds are few. The mightiest men 
Find opportunities but now and then. ; 


Shall one sit idly through long days of peace, . 
Waiting for walls to scale, -. * 


Or lie in port until some Golden Fleece 
Lures him to face the gale ? 
. There's work enough. Why idly then delay? 
His work counts most who labors every day. 
A torrent sweeps down the mountain’s brow 
With foam and flash and roar; 
Anon its strength is spent—where is it now? 
Its one short day is o'er. ‘ 
But the clear stream that through the meadow 


flows 
All the long summer on its mission goes, 


Better the steady way; the torrent’s dash 
Soon leaves its rent track dry. 

The light we love is not the lightning flash 
From out the midnight sky; . 

But the sweet sunshine, whose familiar ray 

From its calm throne of blue lights every day. 


The sweetest lives are those to duty wed, 
Whose deeds, both great and small, Fi 
Are close-knit strands of an unbroken thread, 
:, Where love ennobles all. . 
_ The world may sound no trumpets, ring no bells; 
The Book of Life the shining story tells. 
| ————— — 9-9 ——————— 


Adami and Heva. 


A REPLY TO WM. EMMETTE OOLEMAN’S CRITI- 
OIBM OF MY LETTER ON 8. P. PUTNAM'S 
POEM BEARING THE ABOVE TITLE. 

About two weeks ago I received a marked 

‘copy of the Religio-Philosophical Journal, of 

Chicago, containing an article written by Mr. 

"Wm. Emmette Coleman, bearing the title of 

“The Alleged Hindoo Legend of Adam and 

Eve.” I was very busy at the.time, and 

could not giv the matter any attention, but as 

I intended to make a short visit to Rockaway 

Beach, 1 jotted down & few notes on the sub- 

ject to take with me. 

bi-centennial address before our society last 

Sunday evening, I took the first train bound 

for New York and arrived here early on Mon- 

day morning. After a few days’ exercise, 

amusement, and surf-bathing, I now feel in a 

condition healthy and hearty enough—though 

without any books to refer to—to attempt a 

reply to Mr. Coleman’s article. I hav not had 

the pleasure of reading many of Mr. Cole- 

man’s literary productions, but from what I 

hav read I had supposed he was what is.gen- 

erally termed a Liberal or skeptical writer. 

That is, that he was an opponent of ortho- 

doxy. . 

' The reason I make this allusion is that Ido 

not think it is courteous, honorable, or. judi- 

cious for one Liberal to make indiscriminate 
attacks on another, or for any person to crit- 
icise articles or books written by no matter 
- whom, in a coarse, ungentlemanly manner. 
Now, I do not desire to be understood as in 
any manner trying to discourage free discus- 
sion and well-intentioned criticism—particu- 
larly the latter—by those who are well quali- 
fied by disposition and intellectual acquire- 
ments. I read many articles published in 
Liberal journals which I sometimes think I 
might criticise, but I always leave that to 
those who hav more leisure than I and can 
take greater pleasure in that kind of work or 
amusement than I can. "Therefore, under 
these circumstances, I would not hav'at- 
tempted a reply to the article referred to were 
it not that the writer in his article on ‘‘ Adam 
' and Eve” embodies in it an extract from a 
letter written by me and published in THE 

Truru Seeker of March 6, 1886. Before en- 

tering on a discussion of the merits of the 

article as a whole. I desire to state that I 

received a copy of Mr. Putnam’s poem en- 

- titled “Adđami and Heva” in the latter part 
of February, and after reading it over care- 


M 


„and are the Brahmans of India, ‘T 


| Putnam’s * Ad: 


After delivering a | 


unable to find Taz TRUTH SEEKER of March 
6th before I left home, I will not state that 
the extract from my letter contained in Mr. 


Coleman's article is not correct as published 
But I certainly did 
[1j Na- 


in THE TRUTA SEEKER. 
not intend to write Sanscrit ‘ nation.” 
tions" is the word I must hav intended to 


use, as that only could express the idea I 


intended to convey. The word “horror” 
printed in the extract is still worse. That 
should hav been “honor.” [Omitting the 
final 's from ‘‘nations” is Mr. Coleman’s 
error. The Trora SEEKER types are un- 
doubtedly responsible for the word ** horror” 
occupying the place of henor.] Let me now 
reproduce the extract with -the corrections I 
hav just made, with Mr. Coleman’s opening 
reference and criticism: f 


_ As evidence of the manner in which this book 
is regarded by its readers, attention is invited to 


‘| the following notice theteof by an intelligent and 


activ Freethinker, Mr. J. J. McCabe, of Albany, 
N. Y., published in TRE TRUTH SEEKER of Mare! 
6, 1886: “Itis a poetic version of the old Asiatic 
fiction which inspired the founders of the San- 


-scrit nations to deeds of patience, valor, explora- 


tion, honor, virtue, and marital love and fidelity. 
This aspirational fiction, the outcome and evi- 
dence of sage and varied experience, refined. and 
virtuous manhood, was in after ages plagiarized, 
corrupted, and adopted by & nation of polygam- 
ists who were rooted by inheritance to a land of 
sterility, whose imperial priesthood pressed the 
yoke of ignominious servitude on the shoulders of 
an ignorant and superstitious people, It ought to 
become a companion book to Mr. Arnold's ‘ Light 


| of Asia.” No intelligent person need be told the 


furegoing is absurdly. false from beginning. to 
end. It manifests great ignorance to call the 
Hebrews a race of polygamists in coniradistinc- 
tion to the Hindoos. Polygamy was practiced to 
a extent among both peoples, and the Hindoo 
sacred books givfar greater sanction to polygamy 
than can be found anywhere in the "Hebrew 
Scripture. How absurd to talk of the monoga- 
mous Hindoo legend being corrupted by t 

polygamous Hebrew, in the face of the fact that 
he Hebrew story of Adam and Eve is strictly 
monogamous, It represents. God as saying, “I 
will make him [the man) an help meet for im? 
—one and one only.. It narrates the creation of 
one woman only from a rib of the: man, and then 
the man says “therefore shall a man leave his 
father and mother, and shall cleave unto bis wife; 
and they shall be one flesh,"—that is, one wife, 
and the two, one man and-one woman, shall be 
ong’ flesh. This passage teaches monogamy 
plainly, forif man had more than one wife, the 
expression, “he and his wife shall be one flesh,” 
would be inapplicable. Nothing is said in the 
Bible of Adam having another wife,and as the 
woman is named, Eve, ‘ because she was the mother 
of ait living,” it is plain that the Bible intends to. 
teach that the whole human race sprang from a 
monogamous marriage. Mr. McCabe’s remarks 
about the beautiful Sanskrit legend. being cor- 
rupted by polygamists 1s in the highest degree ab- 
surd.. Contrast the condition of woman in India 


| at present and through the ages with that.of wo- 


man among the Hebrews both in ancient and 
modern times. And with regard to the despotism 
of the priesthood, nowhere on earth probably has 
there been such an arrogant priesthood “ pressing 
the yoke of ignominious servitude on the shoulder 
of an ignorant and superstitious people ” as were 
; . ‘Lhe regulations 
of the Hebrew priestly code sink into insignifi- 
cance, as regards despotism and galling, erushing 
tyranny, when compared with the ancient Brah- 
manic code of Manu or the caste regulations in 
operation in India to-day. To cap the climax of 
absurdity, the recommendation is made that Mr. 
À ami and Heva,” an exaggerated 
version of the nineteenth-century forgery, bear- 
ing a partly spurious title -(“ Adami” instead of 
* Adima ”), should be greeted as a companion vol- 
ume to Edwin Arnold's * Light of Asia," a poetic 
version of genuin Buddhistic legends. : 


Now, with regard to the comparison drawn 


by the writer between the Hindoos and He-: 


brews, let me state first that I did not refer 
to the Hindoos or Hebrews-of the present 
day, or any other day within considerably 
more than two thousand years. I referred to 
the ancient historic Hebrews, and to those 
Sanscrit people that carried civilization, with 
all its ennobling benefits, to the shores of the 
Mediterranean. But I more particularly in- 
tended to convey the idea that the beautiful 
Asiatic fiction about the first man and woman 
wasa most important fastor in the evolution 
of that bold, enterprising, rational spirit of 
manhood which one sees so richly and: con- 
spicuously manifested in the early history of 
Greece. If the science of philology, as ex- 
pounded by its greatest teachers, is of any 
value to mankind, we certainly must believe 
that the Greeks were a Sanscritpeople. And 
inthis connection I might remark that the 
stories which hav come down to us of Her- 
cules and Orion are corrupted and exagger- 
ated editions of the “ Asiatic” fiction re- 
ferred to. I think also that Mr. Coleman 
will admit that the Greeks were a monoga- 
mous people in the same sense that we would 
say that the great majority. of men in Europe 
and America are monogomous. With regard 
to the ‘‘ polygamous Hebrews,” whom the 
gentleman seems to be so much ‘interested in, I 
merely took it for granted that the Jewish 
priest, Ezra, in revising or writing the his- 


appear more polygamous than they were. 
Certainly the monogomous character of David, 
Solomon, Hezekiah, and many others of the 
Lord’s anointed, is apparent to the most 
superficial reader. In relation to the power 
and influence excrcised by the Hindoo as com- 
pared with the Hebrew priesthood, I will say 
this much: The Hindoo priest had a fixed 
place in the body politic, but every time the 


fuly, I sat down and wrote the letter referred 
to in a very few minutes, without giving the 
| matter a particle of consideration. As I was. 


e 


‘man to sell his daughter under pretext of 


tory of his own people, would not make them . 


Jewish priest had an opportunity he was an 
autocratic dictator, both in, civil and religious 
affairs. There is nothing that exemplifies 
the ‘barbarous effect that the Bible story of 
the expulsion of Adam and Eve from the 


so well, even down to our own time, as the 
| total ostracism of a Jew, by his relativs and 
co-religionists,. who has dared to obey the 
promptings of his higher nature in marrying 
a person outside of his own religious per- 
suasion. The influence of the Catholic priest- 
hood, particularly the Irish portion of it, has 
always been very powerful and damnable in 
its effect in this regard, but it is only skin 
deep. when compared with this fossilized 
priestly-stamped instrument of sectarian pro- 
scription as practiced by our Hebrew neigh- 
bors and fellow-citizens. . E 
'The monogamous lesson taught in the Gar- 
den of Eden story had as much influence on 
the life actions of the historic Jew as the 
Christian injunction, ‘Sufficient for the day 
is the evil thereof," has had upon the life ac- 
tions of the ordinary Christian. The best 
Hebrews held the monogamous example of 
Adam and Eve in the same estimation that the 
best Christians hold the imperativ Christian 
injunction which I hav just cited. If, as the 
gentleman pretends to think, the influence of 


the Hindoo priest has been so potential a fac-. 


tor in Asiatic society, why has it not engrafted. 
itself on the civil arm of government 
throughout Asia? There has always been 
religious liberty throughout all India and 
China. 

But if the influence of the Brahmanic class 
has been somewhat powerful within the last 
two thousand years, it has. certainly been ex- 
ercised in the dévelopment of peace and non- 
combativness. No so with tlie Hebrew 
priesthood. They were always the fiery and 
fanatic advocates of -war and desolation. 
Look at the last insane 2nd bloody act of the 
Rabbi Equiba. in putting the Rod of Com- 
mand in the hand of Bar Chasbor, which 
almost caused the utter annihilation of the 
Hebrew race. One word more in regard to 
the importance to be attached to the passage 
in Genesis, ‘‘Therefore shall a man leave 
father and mother and cleave to his wife.” 
The whole legal force of this beautiful m- 
junction is destroyed by the practical teach- 
ings of.the Levitical Code, and by the priestly 


‘indorsed murders‘ öf the youthful Phineas: 


Let us now take a few extracts from the 
Code of Menu on this subject: ‘‘ Then only 
isa man perfeet when he consists of -three 
persons united, his wife, himself, and his 
son, and thus. hav learned Brahmans an- 
nounced this maxim: ‘The husband is even 
one person with his wife.’ ‘Neither by sale 
nor desertion can a wife be released from her 


‘husband.’ . Thus we fully acknowledge the 
law enacted of old by the Lord of creation.” 


There are many enactments which forbid a 


gratuity. I will cite the following: ** Never, 
even in former creations, hav we heard the 
virtuous approve the tacit sale of a daughter 
for a price under the name of nuptial gra- 
tuity.” “Let mutual fidelity continue till 
death; this, in few words, may be consid- 
ered as the supreme law between husband 
and wife.” Iwill now take the idea which 
is conveyed to us in one of the above quota- 
tions from the Code of Menu, as a text to 
cover much: that will follow. It is this: 
‘t Never in former creations." Throughout 
all that part of the world which is embraced 
in 'Thibet, India, Hindostan, and China, 
there is no appreciable difference in the 
legendary account of the cosmology of the 
world. The Lamist, Brahmist, and Con- 
fucian accounts are nearly the same. There 
doesn’t appear to be much difference between 
the ever-returning cycles of the. Confucians 
and the Kalpas of the Hindoos. The order is 
as follows: The world is first formed from 
chaos, and the first man is born from this 
ovum mundi. After a certain period the 
world is destroyed and returns to chaos. 
Then after another period of time has 
elapsed it springs forth from chaos again. 
The first man reappears, and a new world 
similar to the former one and peopled by the 
same inhabitants is called into being. The 
death and reappearance of the same individual 
in every: recurring cycle is, of course, appar- 
ently of Chinese origin. And I might here 
state that although the name of the first-man 
may change, etymologically speaking, every 
time he reappears at the beginning of each 
cycle or Kalpa, yet he is the same person 
whether you call him in Chinese Shang-te (their 
Adam) or Fub-he (their Noah), orin the Brah- 
manic and Hindoo accounts, Satyvrata, Sway- 
ambhuva, Adima (their Adam), or Menu (their 
"Adam and Noah), or by any of the various 


Garden of Eden has had on the Hebrew mind- 


names that hav been given to the Hindoo -`~ A 
| avatars. 


In the Mexican account they hav 
Coxeox for their Xisuthu, or first man, and 
their Noah goes by the same and various 
other names. By way of diversion it might. 
not be uninteresting to the general reader to^ 
inform him that the Mexican traditions are 


very minute in the specification of the period ` 


of time embraced in each cycle or age of the: 
world. Su By Y 
Four times, according to Mexican myth-. 
ology, has the earth been destroyed. The: 
first age lasted 5,206 years; the second, 4,804. 


years; the third, 4,010; and the fourth lasted - 
| 4,008 years. 
-inundation which destroyed ali mankind ex- 
cept one man, Coxcox, and his wife, Xachi- | - 

quetzal who saved themselvs in the hollow — :. 
Let us compare the Mexican |: 


This came to an end by a great 


trunk of a tree. 
myth with the Hebrew myth, as we find it in 
Genesis. For the first age or cycle we hav 


Adam and Eve; for the second, Noah and © 


his wife without a name; for the third, 
Abram and his wife Sarah; for the fourth, 


Moses—he is also a kind of Noah because he. . 
was saved from the water—and his nameless. : . 


wife. g 

But perhaps 
am not confining myself strictly to the ques- 
tion at issue. Well, as an apology for the 


latitude I hay taken, I will remark that there = 


is one fact that has impressed me very much 


‘both in my own practical experience with 


men of my acquaintance who pass as philol- 
ogists, and those also who hav given their 
whole attention, in a professional manner, to 
the study and translation of the dead lan- 
guages, that there are but few real or would-be 
philologists who seem to hav any respect for 
the facts that hav been demonstrated through 
the agency of archeology and the various 
branches of physical science. AA 
. Mr. Coleman appears to regard Max. Muller. 
as a philological pope. And as all things 
can be proved; such as the origin of matter, . 
and the physical universe, and the most re- 


mote history of man, with his relations to the... -- 


past, present, and future, by the examination 
of a few books which were written in lan- 
guages which are now dead (although not very 
old when compared with the age of man), 
therefore, what he does not know on all-sub- 
jects is not worth knowing. í 


He seems to regard Max Muller’s strictures ` 


on Jacolliot as a devout Catholic would the 


pope’s anathema against an arch heretic. 


Now let us see if I hav attempted to mislead 
in my criticism of philologists generally, not 
excepting Max Muller. Hear what Mr. Mul- 
ler says after the recitation of à little poem ` 
from the Rig-Veda. The poem opens as fol- 
lows: ** Wise and mighty are the works of 


him who stemmed asunder the wide firma- 
“This poem alone,” says Max . . 


ments," etc. 
Muller, “ is worth more to the student of his- 
tory than all the the dynastics of Babylon 
and Egypt, Worth more than all lucustrine 
villages, worth more than the skulls and jaw- 
bones of Neanderthal or Abbeville." "Further 
illustration is unnecessary. $ . 
The essays of Francis. Wilford, the most | 
indefatigable oriental student of the last cent- 
ury, are referred to by the gentleman, and 
the great importance that should be at- 
tached to his confession that he and Sir Wil- 
liam Jones were imposed upon by mercenary 
pundits. Wilford and Sir William were both. 
excellent Sanscrit scholars. They had the’ 
advantage of Max Muller and many others of. 
being on the historic ground of India. Itis 
very singular that they could not tell by the | 
least critical examination of a manuscript 
whether new leaves had been inserted. Now, 
may not the confession of Francis Wilford be ` 
something like the confession of Galileo, pro- 
viding there ever was such a confession ? 
But Mr. Coleman may say that the best evi- 
dence in the world of it is in the facts demon- , 
strated in Max Muller’s full English transla- 
tion of the East India Company’s collection- 
of Sanscrit manuscripts. Well, let us examin- 
this question a litle further.. When Mr. 


‘Muller went to the city of Paris, after acquir- 


ing some reputation as.a young Sanscrit 
scholar, he met Eugene Burnof, at that time 
one of the most learned men in France. At 
Burnof’s solicitation, Muller agreed to take 
upon himself —being a young man—the labor 
of examining and comparing the French and 
English collections of Sanscrit manuscripts, 
for the purpose of editing a French transla- 
tion of the Vedas and Commentaries. Mr. 
Muller went to England to examin the East ~ 
India.Company's collection, and while there ` 
was prevailed on to stay in England and edit 
an English translation from the manuscripts 
at hand. | 
When doctors of the law cannot agree as to 
the exact meaning of a certain provision; but ` 


" 


Mr. Coleman may say that I ^ 


z 3 


"A E 


2» 


Wil render opinións at vari 
Other, how is the ordinary 
fairly intelligent man, going © 
right in a dispute between ph 
the rendering of a text fr 
Sanscrit into French by an & 
condemned by one who i$,“ 
eminent. as an English an, 
lator? : Why is it that Eug 
any othér Frénch philolog 
demned Jacolliot’s . so-callc 
question arises, Is the Fre 
‘Vedic ‘manuscripts more, c 
there a large amount. of aj 
which can only be consul 
India, as Francis Wilford ¢ 


-done, and get initiated into 
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fidence of some of the lear 
theréby learn the interpretat 
literal meaning of many- p 
the common. editions of th: 
of India? : 
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Christ, and traces the natural development of 
Christian dogma and ecclesiastical institutions. 
Complete references and full index.  390pp. 8vo, 
cloth, gilt top.: Price $1.50. 

Bold at THE TRUTH SEEKER Office. 


: A SKETCH OF THE LIFE 


APOLLONIUS OF-TYANA, 


OR THE ` 2 f 
First Ten Decades of Our Era. 


Adaress 


BY 
DANIEL M. TREDWELL. 


Designed to show upon the authority of Histo: 
that Apollonius of Tyana performed miracles an: 
spoke wise sayings equal to those attributed to 

lesus Christ, 850pp., octavo, best style. Price $2.50. 
Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER office. 


THE ORDER OT CREATION. 


] . A Discussion Between : 
Gladstone, Huxley, Muller, 
Linton, Reville, 

On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 


CONTENTS: 


I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. 
W., E. Gladstone, 


By Hon. 


Il. The Interpreters of Genesis and the Inter-. 
preters of Nature. By Prof. T. H. Huxley. 
III. Postscript to Solar Myths, By Prof. Max 


er, / 
IV. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial. 
: |... By Hon, W. E. Gladstone. 
V. Dawn of Creation. An Answer to Mr. Glad- 
. stone.: By Albert Reville, D.D. 
VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis.. By Prof. T. H. 


Huxley. PY 
VII. A Protest anda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 
on. : 
This is a new book and contains the latest discus- 
sion on the mistakes of Moses. The names of the 
participants are a guarantee of its able character. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO, 
: - 88 Clinton Pl., New York. 


ADAMI AND HEVA, 
BY 8. P. PUTMAM. : 

A poetic version of the Indian Story of the Gar- 
den of Eden, in which its superiority to the muti- 
lated copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. 

PRICE, 10 CENTS. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER | 
83 Olinton Place, New York. 


. OBWALD. 


—— 


For sale at this ofice. 


BY FELIX 


‘Price, $1.00. 
FREETHOUGHT NOVEL‘, 
The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 
written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonne 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 

t, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced, Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. : 

Family Creeds. By William McDon- 
nell, author of * Exeter Hall.” Price, cloth. 
$1.25; paper, 75 cents, 

Exeter Hall. 
ing romances of the, day." 
cents; cloth, 80 cents, 


Nathaniel. Vaughan. Priest and Man. 


Price, paper, 60 


A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to |: 


George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 


ald. 404pages. $1.25. 


The Outeast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story. From the London edition. By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 

cents.- ) 


All.in a Lifetime, A Romance By 
Miss Susan H. Wixon. “The great charm of 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness: 
and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 

ct to find, in such a marked degree, even 
rom so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethonghtranks." Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason 
BY ROBERT Q. ADAMS. 


.. Oloth, $1.95. For Sale at this Office. 
* BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
Youth, By Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
stition. ‘The Only Illustrated Freethinkers' 


full-page 
e, heavy; 
uminate 


Children’s Story-Book everissued, 66 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large t 
toned paper, broad margins, 
covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1.25. 


Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 
the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


‘Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 

e Young Folks, By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued ata reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photogra, h of the anthor which adds very 
much e value of the volume. 


The Yonth’s Liberal Guide. By 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M. Price; $1.00. This 
volume aims at the education of youth in the 
principles of Freethought, at the same time 
that it inculeates moral duties and human 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason and 
common sense. ddress THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 
^ Price, 25 cents, 


* One of the most excit- | 


nd social 


A.D. s 
For sale a A oi 
Prod SALE ! 
pr notice all my ch of. 
ESALE cogp _. 


80nd egr. qr 


25, worth $999; 225 $200. worth 


| elegant ; Pinot 
40, Worth secl 


‘ emission, 
dreams, losg of sexes 
bower, Senden Dm 
marriage improper and unhapp etos are onreg 
ermanen an outside application in six 
aye NO STOMACH MEDICIN USED, Itis one 
of Dr. Fellows’ valuable discoveries, which is en- 
tirely unknown to the medical profession. It is 
not a catch-penny get up, such as & pad, belt, pas- 
tille, nor magnetic appliance, but simply a medi- 
cin to be applied externally on the parts affected, 
which cures by absorption. Send five 2-cent stamps 
for his ** Private Counselor," giving. informa- 
tion. Address Dr. R. P. Fellows, Vineland, N. J. 
and say where you saw this advertisment, 


N. B.—Dr. Fellows begs leave to say that he is 
an Infidel of the most pronounced character. Bro. 
Liberals, your patronage 18 sólicited. 


A PERFECT MODEL 


J 


OF ONE OF 


(Just Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece. showing the modern style 
of painting. z 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions , 
for putting them together. 

While the supplement affords both old und 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. Itis, in fact, a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, so exact that itis useful to 
builders. '. : ; 

55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000), 

2 New Designs for Barns. 

1 New Design for a Chapel. 

Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 

(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 
An Article on Villa Park Associations. 
SENT, PosTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE, $1. 
Address = 
THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN AS70'N, 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York, 


ED—Lady agents actually clear $20 daily 
WANT my wonderful entirely new patent rub- 


| ber undergarments for females, A minister’s wife 


MADAM H. N, LITTLE. 
Box 443, Chicago, Ti. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 


sold 18 first hour. 
6627 


| theology, showing how the one has labored for 


human advancement, and how the“other has 
always opposed it. 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents; 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3, We wish that the fricnds of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


THE MODERN BALAAM. 
Showing the Balaam of modern times to be the 
priests. frisa splendid ictorial argument. Price 
per dozen, 80 cents; por hundred, $100, © 
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Saker protested against | 1 | 
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Je. conspiracy ' : 
wavooated political ae 


Xon. | 
Tux propri B 
. German neWSpaP 
Zeitung hay been arre 


for r'ádvocating a a be 
against w hotel which did not employ waiters 
belonging to the union.. 


Housrrt O. Tuompson, leader of the 
_ County Democracy, and former commis- 
- sioner of public works in this city, died of : 
apoplexy on the 27th. ult. 
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of Labor me 


setors of the |’ 
Volks- | 
sted | 


eon 


Tur Concord School of Philosophy has 
_closed its sessions for the season. Dante and 
Plato hav been interpreted in & way that 

would probably very much mystify those phi- 
_losophers if now on earth. 


Revuxations are being made about Rollin 
M. Squire, New. York's commissioner of pub- 
lic works, which show him to be a wholly. 
, dishonest and. venal man. He obtained his 
, appointment by. corrupt bargain. 


; Tug cutter’ Galatea reached ‘Marblehead, 


Mass., from Southampton, Eng.; on Sunday, ` 


the ist, after a voyage of thirty-five days. 
She will compete with American yachts for 
the cup which the Puritan now holds. 

Tue week opened with riots.in. Belfast, 
Ireland, caused by a difference of opinion 
between the inhabitants on the subject of 


religion. Labor riots at Amsterdam last week |. 
| Indiana hamlet lightning struck and`burnt the | 


resulted í in the death of many persons. 
Ex-Spzaxer Erwin of the New York legis- 


." lature who last winter opposed the bill to 


* 


tax church property managed to get a meas- | 


ure through which exempted from taxation ' Lord saw you, and it must be that thunderbolt} 
$63,000,000 worth of property belonging to | went wrong by some mistake. Your barn and |: 
| that of old Si Jones look so mach alike that the i 
! Lord got mixed and let flicker-at thé wrong insti- |: 
| tution." 


insurance companies. How Governor Hill; 
appened to sign.such a bill is a mystery} 
which the Finance Committee of this city 
will shortly investigate. 


A. sonooNER with eleven pleasure-seekers 

: on board capsized in a squall off Sandy Hook 
Friday, July the 30th. Six women and one 
.young man in. the cabin were unable to 
“escape and died from slow drowning or suf- 
focation. Those on deck when. the. squall 


struck clung to the boat ani were rescued. | 


The victims were residents of Philadelphia, 
whither their bodies were taken Sunday. 


© Parson Downs, Boston's indicted pastor, 
exploded what he called a bombshell in his 
church last Sunday. It was a letter which 
he read from a female member of the Bow- 
doin Square church, confessing that she had 
been guilty of adultery with a respectable 
deacon of the same church. Mr. Downs 
promises tliat he will make the Bowdoin 
Square Baptists very sick if they do not cease 
their persecutions. He has other damaging 
^ matter in reserve. 


‘should be'/punishéd for serving God. 
Jones,” was the reply, I can’t exactly make it out |: 
myself. You were there, and I saw you, and the j: 


Odds and Ends. 


AN enterprising, report ter, writin 
‘sea, stated that no less'than fo 
passengers bit'the düst.: : 

During the Sunday dinner the family were dis- 


gupa wreck at | 
lié érew'and 


«tek? 


cussing the unusually fine sermon ‘of the morn- 


ing, when little Freda, aged five, declared that she 
remembered the text.. Upon being asked to repeat 
it, she electrified the table by triumphantly quot- 


' 


Stairs, you will be Scooting down the Flume lead- 
ing to absolute Safety. 

$^ Ask yourself this question: AmI prepared to 
: diet 


Sam Jos Bay 
when & preachergé 


Fg 


)à86-) teher 


"$5,000." But Sant snouts meinber that the $5,000 


ing, with marked emphasis on. the first word, , 


. * Hang all the law and the prophets !” 


VERY wrong.—Bertie ; “It’s very wrong; ma, to 
tell a falsehood, isn’t it?” Mater : “Of course it ; 
is, dear.” B.: “And it’s wicked to ask a boy to tell 
les?" M.: “Why, yes." B.: ‘ Well, that’s what 
my teacher madè me do to-day.” M.: ‘ Gracious : 
me! made you tell a lie, Bertie?” B.: “Yes, 


“mamma, she made me promis to be always a good ; 


boy in future.” 

A NEW YORKER was asking after a Wisconsin 
county treasurer who defaulted three or four 
years ago, and was answered, ** Oh, the people hay 
concluded to drop the case.” “Feel sorry for him, 


to speculate on. Had he won he was calculating 
to buy bells for three. different churches. You 
can’t really go: back. on a man whose Zeal for the 
‘Lord allowed Chicago to get the bulge on him.” 


Durine the services at a prayer-meeting in an 
barn of afarmerin attendance. He felt sore over 


the fact, and asked the minister how it was that he 
“ Brother 


“Ygs,” said thé parson at the’ tea-table, “young 


Jordan was out driving. with Miss, Popinjay the j 
other evening and his horse ran away. ‘Chey were 


both thrown out and the buggy was smashed to 
pieces. It was a providential escape for both of 
them; but I can't understand how the young man 
came to lose control; `“ He must. hav been driv- 
ing with one hand,” flippantly suggested the min- 
ister’s eldest son, a rake of a boy.. ** Or perhaps 
he had the reins around his. neck," said Edith, a 
shy young beauty of sixteen, with a charmingly 
modest mien. And: then everybody exclaimed in 
chorus, “ Why, Edith !” 


A Daxora hotel advertises a cyciono cellar as 
one of its attractions, The following is its card : 
SLIDEUNDER HOUSE. 
Tornado Broz .-  - Proprietor. 
Hot and cold air in every room. 
Elegant cemetery in connection. 
This is the only House in the City provided 
with a Cyclone Cellar for convenience of Guests 
Flume leading from each room to Cellar. Guests 
can drop from top floor n quarter second. No’ 
requirements. as to Costume while making de- 


scent. Stop at the Slideunder, and while Guests. 


lof other Hotels will be mounting the Golden 


i 
| 
| 


;eh?" *' Well, you see, he used $2,000 of, the funds |: 


pitcher has a much better delivery than the $400 
preacher.—Boston Transcript. And the preacher 
says there is something much more wrong when & 
sensational revivalist gets $1,000 a week and the 
preacher gets only $400 a year.—Norristown Herald. 


* GENTLEMEN of the jury, charging a jury isa 
new busiuess to me, as this is my first case. You 
hav heard all the evidence, as.well as myself ; you 
hav also heard what the learned counsel hav said. 
If you bélieve what the counsel for the plaintiff 
i has told you, your verdict will be for the plaintiff; 
but if, on the other hand, you believe what the de- 
fendant's counsel has told you, then you will giv a 
verdiet for the defendant. But if you are like 

me, and .don’t balieve what either of them. has 
| said, then I'll be damned if I know what you will 
‘do. Constable, take charge of the jury.” 


ane Vin ala 
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A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Obdserier’s slanderous ` attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 
both the ,slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


—0-— 


recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 


Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every-. 


where in vindication. 


60pp. Price 10 cents; 12 copies, $1. 


A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death. 
bed of Thomas Paine, 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


18pp. Price 5 cents; 25 for $1.00. 


For these &vo pamphlets address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
33 Clinton Pl., New York. 


of Thought. | 


av remained in Ephesus over 
ively business at preaching and 
stian faith. It was there that, 
elf to the young believers, 
eceived the Holy Ghost, when 
iey had not so much as heard 
y Ghost. When Paul heard 
iut a dozen of them and intro- 
| duced them te the Holy 
Ghost, who for some thou- 
. Bands of years had been 
closely in the background, 
80 that not only those men 
of Ephesus had never so 
: much as heard that there 
;Was.,any Holy Ghost, but 
Abraham, Jacob, Moses; 


mon were: all in the same 
; uncomfortable © dilemma; 
they also had never heard. 
; thatthere was a Holy. Ghost, , 
—D, M. Bennett.. : 
‘Tax Koran is as toilsome 
reading as ever I undertook, 


ble, crude; incondit; end» 
Jess iterations, long-winded 
ness, entanglement; most 
crude, inéondit ;: insupport- 
able. stupidity, -in- short - 
Nothing but a sense of duty 
could ‘carry any*European 
through the ` Koran.—Car- 
lyle. [Is it possible that Car- 
lyle got his style of writing 
‘ftom the incomparable Bible 
of Mohammed 7] 


worldly ‘goods: are:'distrib- 
uted is fearful: It begins, 


tions, but "with: ‘nature, 
‘ which” motes out: to us. 
health, strength, intellect 
' accidental ‘advantages, if 
' on any principle, on: some 
; principle different from dis- 
; ributiv justice.  Civiliza- 
4 ‘tion, on the whole, reduces 
it;.a weak savage in prime- 
..val wilds, before the name 
of rent or capital was heard, 
| felt his inferiority to his 
., Stronger mate more keenly 
;j than poverty in a civilized 
'* state feels its inferiority to 
",wealth.—Toronto Bystander, 


Ir a hell. could: sah possible for a moment, it 
would seem but just Zhat the class of men who hav 
invented and prom: iligated these falsehoods and 
damned the-world with them for so many cent- 
uries should for a. limited period be madé to en- 
dure its severity in a mild form; but it-would' be 
too horrible even for that class of great offenders, 
Where is there a being so unfeeling and vindictiv 


as to remand one poor mortal to the torments of ` 


hell, whatever may hav been his offense ?—Ben- 
nett’s Fear of Death. 


GRANT me, indulgent heaven, that I may liv ' 

To see the miscreants feel the pains they giv. 

Deal freedom’s sacred treasures free as air, 

Till slaves and despots be but ne that were. 
—Burns, 


For what purpose would Goa perform a mira- 
cle? To accomplish some peculiar design upon 
living beings? He would then, in reality, be sup- 
posed to say, ‘‘I‘hav not been able to effect by my 
construction of the universe, by my divine de- 
crees, by my eternal laws, a particular object; I 
am now going to change my eternal ideas and im- 
mutable laws to endeavor to accomplish what I 
hay not been able to do by means of them.” This 
would be an avowal of his weakness, not of his 
power; it would appear in such a being an incon- 
ceivable contradiction. Accordingly, therefore, 
to dare to ascribe miracles to God is, if man can 
in reality insult God, actually offering him an 


‘linsult. It is saying to him, ‘‘ You are a weak and 
M | inconsistent being." It is, therefore, absurd to be- 


lieve in miracles; it is, in fact, dishonoring the 
divinity.— Voltaire. 


Tuaxxs to Darwin, Spencer, Huxley; thanks to. 


the .geologists, antiquarians, and comparativ 


mythologists; the theological, sin-laden, Eden- . 


cursed Adam has beat a retreat into the night of 
the past; and we trust he has taken a good deal of 
his theological baggage with him. There are en- 
couraging signs of to-day that, with the disappear- 
ance of Adam, the artificial theology which was 
built on’ his shoulders—the doctrin of a fallen 
world, an angry, vindictiv God, and a yawning 
pit of hell and the fictitious righteousness which 
was necessary to neutralize it—will all vanish into 


The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having | forgetfulness or be preserved only as relics of ar- 


chaic thought.—Christian Register. 
,  , ONE OF US TWO. 
The day will dawn when one of usshall hearken 
In vain to hear a voice that has grown dumb; 
And morns will fade, noons pale, and shadows 
darken, 
While sad eyes watch for feet that never come. 


One of us two must some time face existence 
Alone with memories that but sharpen pain, 
And these sweet days shall shine back in the dis- 
tance 
Like dreams of summer dawns in nights of rain. 


One of us two, with tortured heart half-broken, 


Shall read long-treasured letters thro’ salt tears; . 


Shall kiss with anguished lips each cherished 
token 

That speaks of these love-crowned delicious 
years. 


One of us two shall find all light, all beauty, 
All joy on earth, a tale forever done; 


‘| Shall know henceforth that life means only duty— 


O God! O God ! hav pity on that one! 
2 —Etla Wheeler Wilcox, 
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- WE WOULD ADVISE OUR CHRISTIAN FRIENDS TO TEST THIS DOCTRINE 
WHEN THE MERCURY 1S BELCW ZERO „TRY IT FOR CHRIST'S SAKE ! 


A PRECEPT THAT MIGHT DO IN DOG-DAYS—BUT NOT NEXT WINTER. 


Ur a; 


AA Lov 
do a ? Watson Weston, 


Zlotes and Clippings. 


‘Tux white people of Mississippi are gener- 
ally in favor of Prohibition, but they are 
swamped by the overwhelming vote of the 
negroes in the state. 

Bers in Oakland, Ill., drove a minister and 
his congregation out of church on a recent 
Sunday. The congregation were filled with 
anger at the sacrilegious bees, but consoled 
themselvs with the fact that the occurrence 
took place before the plate was passed. 

A CuxsrNuT street miss of less than five 
summers, who was playing in the yard and 
observing the works of nature, surprised her 
father the other day with the following ques- 
tions and original conclusion: ‘‘ Papa, does 
God make the worms?" “Yes, daughter.” 
** Pa, does God make the hopper toad’ to eat 
the worms up?" “I s'pose so." ‘‘ Well, I 
should like to know what he bothered his 
head with the worms for if he had to make 
the hopper toad to eat them.” 

Hx is a priest, and one Friday he had been 
giving his congregation a rasping gallop over 
the mortification and flesh course. . Arrived 
at home, hungry as a wolf, he rang the bell 
for luncheon, and anon the new servant made 
her appearance, and weighed in with a small 
plate of bread and butter, and two hard- 
boiled eggs. ‘‘ Why, how now, Bridget,” 
inquired the holy man, ‘is this a fitting meal 
to set before your master?" ‘If you please, 


sir," said the girl, ‘ I was in chapel this morn-. 


ing and heard your sermon, and oh! it was 
peautiful, and you told us how we ought to 
starve ourselvs on a Friday, and—" ‘‘ Bridg- 
et,” interrupted her master, “did you ever 


go to a dancing party ?' *' Yes, your rever- 
ence.” '' Ànd you hav observed the guests 
figuring on the floor, whilst up above sit the 
orchestra, who play.the music for the others 
to dance to?" ‘Yes, your reverence.” 
“ Very well, then, Bridget, recollect in thé 
future that I am the orchestra.” 


Minister (to deacon): ‘How. were you 
pleased, Brother Jones, with my sermon yes- 
terday on the sin of betting on elections ?" 
Deacon Jones: ‘‘ Well-er, to be frank with 
you, I didn’t like it at all.” Minister: * No?” 
Deacon Jones: * No, sir. Pm in hats, you 
know, and there’s very little money in the 
business as it is.” 


Tue recent death of Dexter A. Hawkins 
will call attention to the pamphlet which he 
wrote a few years ago, entitled, ‘‘ The Ro- 
man Catholic Church in New York City and 
the Public Money and Public Property of the 
People.” The pamphlet exposes the venality 
of the church of Rome in this city as it was 
never exposed before or since. Mr. Hawkins 
was & Methodist, and the Methodist Book 
Concern sells his pamphlet for five cents per 
copy. 

We are swinging very far from the original 
policy of our government. We began by 
trusting the individual man to take care of 
himself, burdening him as little as possible 
with taxes and laws. Little by little we are 
getting away from our original theory. We 
are beginning to.depend upon corporations to 
carry on a:great variety of enterprises. Our 
schools are supported or subsidized by the 
states. Prohibitionists demand that our ap- 
petites shall be regulated by law. Green- 
backers want the government to assume the 
function of making money, instead of merely 


coining it. The Knights of Labor hav vast 
Schemes of government interference to regu- 
late wages and recast the statutes so as to do 


away with the natural operation of the law of 


supply and demand. Paternalism is rampant 


‘with a thousand schemes by which men are 


to be educated, employed, or pensioned by 
‘the state.. The progress of these centralizing 


tendencies must soon be arrested or great: 


mischiefs will ensue. We are- governed too 
much.—Philadelphia Record, 

As a matter of downright, cold fact, “the 
little busy bee” works but about three hours 
a day, and is a most thoroughgoing loafer the 
rest of the time. Its reputation for sobriety 
As as little deserved. ‘Its propensity for the 
bowl, indeed, has become a source of griev- 
ance for bee-keepers. Wherever hives are 


‘kept in the neighborhood of a cider-mill the 


bees always neglect their work, go off and 
get full, stay out at night, and get boisterous 
and disorderly. 

Mr. Smzrpow Jaoxson, superintendent of 
the department of education in Alaska, has 
provided temperance text-books for use in all 
the schoels of that distant. territory, and 
teachers will be required to giv regular in- 
struction as to the effects of alcohol and nar- 
cotics on the human frame. With parents 
and guardians left free to decide whether 
their children or wards should receive in- 
struction of this sort, Superintendent Jack- 
son's scheme would be & very good one. 

Tux Investigator’ people, always enterpris- 
ing, hav-established. a lectureship, of which 
Mr. L. K. Washburn is to be the agent. By 
this plan 4t is intended that Mr. Washburn, 
"hacked by the lecture fund, shall be enabled 
to speak wherever expenses and a slight re- 


1 


muneration can be raised. Mr. Washburn is 
an able speaker and writer. We wish him 
success, but must warn him to avoid New 
Jersey. As yet the religious people of that 
state hav not all felt the softening amenities of 
civilization. 


AN Irishman had taken his wife and childer 
down to the theater to see ‘‘Shane na Lawn.” 
The family went in for whole-hearted enjoy- 
ment and seemed to be as keenly interested in 
the fortunes of the dramatis persone as if 
their environment were a part of the stern 
reality of life. After the play was over they 
took a Third avenue elevated train for home 
up in Duffyville. Bad luck to-it all! The 
shanty was no more. The fire fiend had in- 
deed entered the MeFadden domain and 
swept it clear. Mrs. McFadden and the 
brood of homeless childer shed tears, and 
even McFadden, after. the first shock had 
subsided, trembled with grief when reciting 
the details of his calamity. ‘‘Phin I got 
home, or fwhere me home was whin we 
started for the theayter, everything was 
bwusted, and not ayven a sthraw tick left, 
nor the feather bed me ’n me ould woman has 
shlept on for four-and-twinty years. There 
was the ilegant chist of dhrawers that we 
first wint to housekapin’ wid gone up in 
shmoke; there was the windy-curtins that 
me daughter Mary Ann worked and saved 
for to make the shanty look aristocratic; the 
new cook shtove, the bag of petaties, the: 
picture of the Blissed Virgin, (sob) me work- 
in’ clothes, me ould dinner pail that I wouldn't 
hav taken a harse an’ cart for, a beautiful 
represintation of our savior on the cross 
(sob) all (violent sob) all gone to hell.”— 
Detroit Free Press. l 
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` Communications. 


‘Facts About the New Testament. 


Origen, one of the early church writers, says: 
“Not only four gospels, but many, were written, out 
of which those we hav were chosen and delivered to 
the churches.” It is left for the Christian to decide 

' whether these quarreling bishops and church dig- 
nitaries, who so much disgraced the early church 
councils by wringing each other's noses, selected the 
right ones. Perhaps the Lord directed the choice. 
But when it came to fighting and breaking bones, 
one would think the “other fellow” gave directions 
in some of the councils. 

Mr. Sunderlin says: “ At least three of the gospels 

. could hav had no real authors, as we understand that 

‘term, being compilations made up of legendary ele- 

ments.” Waite says: “The date of the Christian 
era is based upon the birth of Christ as given by 

Matthew, which is a legend of little value. “It is 

agreed that Jesus was born at least four years before 
the Christian era. It may hav been fourteen, and it 
may hav been twenty, Some of the early writers 
claim that he was an old man when he died, and was 
in the ministry over fifty years." And he further 
says: “The accounts of the resurrection às given in 
the New Testament, confused and irreconcilable as 
they are, cannot be looked upon as historic. They 
were written in the second century to supply & need 
in the church, and the doctrin of the crucified body 
of Christ cannot be traced beyond that date" And 
further, that “ Marcion compiled the most ancient 
gospel manuseripts which he could find, and the 
church, to à considerable extent, used the same ma- 
terials.” 
Luke is the oldest gospel of the New Testament. 
He drew largely from Marcion, and that he used 
other and older fragments of different authors is 
evident. Indeed, itis admitted flatly in the introduc- 
tion of that gospel by the author, whoever he may 
hav been, that he was only a transcriber, for he says 
that his object is to “set forth what had been deliv- 

ered unto him.” i 

Schleiermacher says that “the gospel of Luke was 
drawn from over thirty different sources.” Jerome 
says that “the gospel of Luke was published accord- 
ing to the Egyptians, and Thomas, and Matthias, and 

Bartholomew, and the Hebrews, and Basilides, and 

Apelles, and others which it would be tedious to 

mention, showing that whoever compiled the gospel 
of Luke drew from all these sources.” Apelles wrote 


about the year 160, long after the apostles had been. 


- quietly sleeping in their graves. Of course, this robs 
the gospel of Luke of its apostolic origin. Waite 
says: “It is impossible to name the author of this 
gospel.” 

y should not the people be made acquainted 

“with these facts that they may form an enlightened 
opinion for themselvs? It may be the means of 
throwing a lot of priests and ministers out of buttery 
positions, but they will find an open field; the ax 
and the anvil, the saw and the spade, will respond to 
their touch, and one would think by giving their 
heroism “a brush” they might get an honest living. 

Could we see all the gospels which hav been writ- 
ten; could we compare them and see how one gospel 
has been taken from another; could we understand 
what a mania there was for so-called sacred writings, 
how they multiplied and how many were engaged in 
writing them, what an anxiety was manifested on the 
part of authors to hav their writings adopted by the 
churches ; could we understand how these writings 
were manipulated and tinkered by the translators and 
transcribers, and other interested parties, we would 
never speak of them as inspired ‘writings without 
expécting to exciteasmile among the intelligent. All 
the ministers ought to be interested in bringing 
these facts before the people; but they are not “ built 
that way.” 

There seems to be preponderating evidence that 
the gospels"were written long after the events had 
occurred which they narrate, and then the narration 
thrown back a century or two, because by this means 
the interests of the church could best: be subserved. 
Such a course would giv the church an advantage of 
a hundred years or-two. 

For instance, during the life of Christ nobody 
thought of him as a supernatural being. Long after- 
ward, when the church had gained power and a 
hierarchy was to be built up, Christ was made the 
central figure, and, of course, must be clothed with 
divine power. This could be done a thousand times 
better two hundred years after his death than it 
could during his life. Al the miraculous part of his 
life was worked out years and years after he was 
quietly sleeping in his grave. 

This is the belief of most men who hav given the 
subject close attention. Bishop Marsh says in re- 
gard to the book of Matthew: “ If the arguments in 
favor of a late date be compared to those of an early 
date, it will be found that the former greatly out- 

_weigh the latter.” 

The average Christian believes that in the time of 
Christ there were a few followers under the direct 


control of God who wrote the New Testament,.and 
that no other scriptures were written. 
the New Testament was written long after the life of 
Christ, and is but a small part of what was written. 

Even a partial list of the so-called sacred writings 
would act as.an eye-opener to. most Christians. 
There were nearly as many “Acts” as there are 
books in the New Testament. There were the * Acts" 
of the Apostles, written by Lucius, the “Acts” 
of the Holy Apostles, the “Acts” of Peter and Paul, 
“The Acts of Peter and Andrew,” “The Acts of 
Philip,” “The Acts of Paul and Thecla," and. other 
“ Acts” too numerous to mention. Out of all these 
* Acts” we hav only “The Acts of the Apostles” in 
the New Testament. 

Now, my Christian friends, I want you to tell me 
why “The Acts of the Apostles” was selected from 
all the other “ Acts,” and why this particular selec- 
tion was made—when and where it was made. By 
answering these questions for yourselvs, not for me, 
you will see what a solid foundation your faith rests 
upon. Besides, in matters involving the happiness 
or misery of the whole human family, you ought to 
be able to giv all the facts. You ought to be able to 
show that it was a right selection. 

If all these * Acts" were genuin, were you not en- 
titled to them? If all were spurious but one, how 
do you know that you hav got the right one? My 
dear Christian friend, hug this consoling fact to 
your breast. There isnot one chance in fifty that 
God ever ordered a book of “ Acts” to be written, 
but, allowing that he did, there is not one chance in 
fifty that you hav got the right one. Besides the 
books of * Acts " which I hav mentioned, it is known 
that some thirty other books of acts were in 
existence. 

In order to giv the Christian a clearer understand- 
ing of the furor for sacred wrilings in an early day, 
I will mention a few only of the many gospels which 
were. written and held in veneration by the churches, 
not one of which has been admitted into the New 
Testament : : 

The Gospel of Paul. . 

i ie Peter. 
Perfection. 
Philip. 
Matthias. 
Lucianus. 
Life. 
Longinus. 
Marcion. 
Marcus. 
Judas Iscariot. 
Apelles. 
Barnabas. 
Cerinthus. 
' Justin. 
Merinthus. 
Symonides. 
Thaddeus. 
Tatian. 
Truth. 
Nicodemus. 
The Eucratite. 
The Lord. 
The Infancy. 
The Scythians. 
According to the Hebrews. 
se Egyptians. . 
The Eternal Gospel. $ 
The Gospels of the Gnostics, not known how many. 
The Gospels of Hesychius, not known how many. 
The Manichee Gospel. 
The Passing, of St. Mary. 
Oracles of Christ. 
Descent from ‘the Cross. 
Book of the Helkeraites, and so on, and so on, and so on. 


Then there is a long list of the “ apocalypses”— 
apocalypse of John, another of Esdras, another of 
Paul, of Moses, Cerinthus, Peter, Bartholomew, etc. 

These are only a few, comparativly, of the speci- 
mens of holy bricks which were once considered fit 
for the temple of the Christian religion. For a more 
full and complete list of the gospels, acts, apoca- 
lypses, oracles, epistles, and books, first and last re- 
garded as sacred by the church, consult Taylor's 
“Syntagma.” . 

What would the Christian do if he should find out 
that some of these spurious epistles or gospels or 
acts or apocalypses had by some oversight crept into 
his New Testament? They were once believed to be 
sacred writings. They were voted upon and disputed 
over and fought about for six hundred years—in 
fact, the fight is not over yet. 

Now, my dear candidates for heaven, you ought to 

be able to giv the evidence that the inspired writ- 
ings were voted in, and the spurious voted out. 
. If men found an object in producing all these 
spurious writings—and remember that India, China, 
Japan, Thibet, Arabia, Scandinavia and Persia have 
all had their portion of sacred writings, which the 
Christian considers spurious—is it not. barely possible 
that some interested parties might hav written the 
few books of the New Testament without any help 
from God at all. O my Christian friend, I would 
hav you think of these things, and every time you 
hug the Bible to your breast and call it the “ Word of 
God,” remember me. 

Every doctrin of the New Testament has been af- 
firmed by some, and denied by others. 

It has been the subject of hot disputes and long 


The truth is, | 


debates, of bitter quarrels and bloody figlits; and, 
strange to state, has never been settled to this day. — 

The resurrection was first a spiritual resurrection, 
and then a bodily resurrection. When the divinity 
of Christ was first taught, there was a distinction be- 
tween the father and the son. The son emanated 
from the father, but was no more the father than a 
ray of light from the sun was the sun itself, After- 
ward, the author of John—whoever he might have 
been—declared that “in the beginning was the word, 
and the word was with God, and the word was God.” 
This doctrin was adopted at the great council held 
in 325, and made obligatory on all Christians. . 

It was more than a hundred years after the death 
of Christ before the immaculate conception was hint- 
ed at. Polytheism had not yet quite died out, and, 
according to that system, every great man must bear 
some strange relation to the gods. $ 

Christ never pretended to be celestially begotten, 
or to work miracles, nor was such a thing thought of 
during his life, nor for years after his death; else 
why are all contemporaneous writers silent upon the - > 
subject ? 

There is no doubt that the Christian religion be- 
came quite popular and spread rapidly, and men rare- 
ly call others to an account for lying, fraud, and deceit, 
used in their interest. And when it became the in- 
terest of the church to erect Christ into a god, and 
clothe him with miraculous power, the idea had a. 
small beginning at first, but grew by lying and de- 
ceit until it assumed its present proportions. 

Oswald says: “ The country was so prolific of spu- 
rious prophecies, forged epistles and biographies, 
that it has justly been called the age of pious frauds, 
and that the stupendous events supposed to hav at- 
tended the appearance of the new prophet are not re- 


corded by any contemporary pagan writer." And the: . 


testimony of Gibbon is to the same effect. 

If the Christian should become acquainted with 
the history of the different councils in which the vari- 
ous doctrins of the New Testament were discussed 
and given shape; could he know how these doctrins 
were urged by some, and opposed by others; could 
he. know how rings were formed and bribes offered 
before the final vote was taken—he would see more 
of the work of man, and less of the work of God, in 
the New Testament, and, like all men who hav given 
the subject an unbiased investigation, would come to 
the conclusion that all the different systems of re- 
vealed religion rest essentially on the same founda- 
tion, and that one system has no preéminence over 
another, only so far as the intelligence ofi the age or 
country in which it originated is concerned. ` ' 

Àl that has ever been revealed is found in the 
book of nature, and this is the book which man 
should be most desirous to study, and the book which : 
he would most study if he had not been put off the 
track by a crafty priesthood, and. sent after gods and 
ghosts and spurious revelations. 

Original sin, total depravity, eternal punishment, 
divine inspiration, baptism, the Christian Sabbath, 
were all matters which were settled by the votes of 
men in the different councils of the church, and with 
which God had no more to do than he has with the 
currency, or the laying of duties on foreign imports. 

Christians believe that Christianity originated with 
Christ. No mistake could be greater. Christ did not 
preach Christianity as we understand it; he taught . 
the equality and brotherhood of man, and the father- 
hood of God, but never claimed to be a god himself. 
Christ had been dead many years before he was re- 
garded as a god. 

A man-god was no new thing in the time of Christ. 
Xaca, Krishna, Buddha, Plato, Apollonius, Simon 
Magus, Augustus Cesar, Pythagoras, and many 
others, were supposed to be celestially begotten, and 
a part of them died for the sins of the world. Many 
great and good men in ancient times were denom- 
inated gods. Apollonius said “all good men were | 
entitled to that appellation.” 

Long before and after the commencement of the 
Christian era this belief was current, and serves as a 
clew to the divinity of Christ. The belief in miracles 
has been common in all past ages. Great men were 
not only begotten by the gods, but were endowed 
with power to work miracles. Crucifixions hav been ' 


‘common, and resurrections hav been as necessary and 


followed as naturally as the tail to a kite. 

The doctrin of the atonement was more than a 
thousand years old when Christ was born. Chris- 
tians believe that Christ was an offering or sacrifice 
to appease the wrath of God, that thereby the trans- 
gressions of man might be wiped out. 

Offerings hav always been made to appease the 
wrath of offended gods. The more barbarous the 
people the more inhuman and diabolical the offering. 
Men, women, and children, bullocks, goats, sheep, 
doves, and the first-fruits of the land hav been . 
offered up, the brutality of the ceremony diminishing 
as civilization has advanced. The fact: that God 
could not be appeased until his son was sacrificed 
shows that he was a peevish, revengeful, and nota 
magnanimous God. 

The doctrin of the trinity is much older than the 
Christian religion, and is of undoubted Eastern 
origin. The Hindoo trinity consisted of Brahma, 
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Vishnu, aud Siva. In the Hindoo system the third 
person is the Holy Breath; in the Christian system 
itis the Holy Ghost, which means the same thing. 

_ It is known that the ancient Egyptians believed in 
a Holy Ghost, or Word, or Breath: On an ancient 
obelisk was found this inscription: Ist. “The Mighty 
God." 2d. “The Begotten of God." 3d. “The 
Spirit.” 

Thus the doctrins of the New Testament, as well 
as the moral precepts, can be traced to an age ante- 
dating the birth of Christ hundreds and, in some in- 
stances, thousands of years. Even the spirit, if not 
the exact language, of the “Golden Rule” was 
taught by Confucius, Aristotle, and others. Could 
we go back. to the commencement of the Christian 
era, we would be made to understand what it is quite 
difficult for Christians to learn at the present day, 


"viz, that it was an age of superstition, when all were 


influenced by the marvelous more than the natural 
Science was trampled in the dust by the bag of super- 
stition. Reason stood no chance in the unequal 


. eontest with gods, ghosts, magicians, miracle-work- 


ers, and prophets. 


One writer says of this period: “ The heavens were 
full of gods. Earth, air, and sea swarmed with 
angels, spirits, and demons.". To show that what I 
hav said is not overdrawn, I will quote from Irenæus, 
one of the early fathers, in regard to Marcus. He 
says: “There is another heretic, Marcus by name; he 
is a perfect adept in the magical imposture, who has 
received the highest power from the invisible and in- 
effable regions above. It appears probable enough 
that this man possesses a demon, as his familiar 
spirit, by means of which he seems able to prophesy.” 
Now, I would hav you consider that this is from one 
of the early fathers of the church. If he was so 
much under the influence of superstition, what must 
hav been the condition of the masses? Would it 
take a wonderful man to foretell future events or 
work miracles among such people? Is it any wonder 
that there were inspired men and immaculate eoncep- 
tions among such a people? 

There never were any inspired men. It would be 
impossible to make the intelligent believe that there 
are inspired men to-day, but they believe there were 
inspired men two thousand years ago. There is good 


` reason to believe that nobody regarded the early 


Christian writers as inspired atthe time. Afterward, 
when the church became strong, these writings were 
clothed with divine authority and thus made the 
whip to fleece Christians into obedience to the 
churches. Athenagoras, who wrote an “Apology for 
Christians " about the year 177, makes no mention of 
the inspiration of the New Testament writers, but 
speaks of what came down to him by tradition. 
Hegesippus wrote “A Complete History of the 
Christian Religion" up to the year 185. Yet he 
makes no mention of the canonical gospels. This 
ought to be satisfactory evidence that there were 
neither inspired men nor canonical gospels until near 
the beginning of the third century. 

It should be borne in mind that after the power of 


, the church became supreme it controled not only the 


writings but the minds of men. Nearly all writings 
and books distasteful to: the church were either 
altered or destroyed. The church, to hold its power, 
seemed determined that the people should know 
nothing but “Christ and him crucified.” All writers 
who did not indorse the Christian scheme had their 
writings either altered or destroyed. All Christian 
writers were determined to build up the church by 
any means, foul or fair, often resorting to lying and 
deceit. If we could hav access to ali the literature 
of the early daysof the church, we should understand 
better why one-half of the people were interested in 
making fools of the other half. The truth is, there 
was not one in a hundred who could write, and those 
who could were endeavoring to dupe those who could 
not. The dupes knew nothivg of what had been 
written only as it was told to them by those inter- 
ested in the plant. 

There were no newspapers, and few to criticise. 
And if there had been, after the days of Constantine 
the critics would hav fared hard. Hence the inaccu- 
racies, discrepancies, and contradictions of the New 
‘Testament. ' 

From the few fragments of history which hav 


slipped through the fingers of the church and come 


down to us, and from the writings of the early 
fathers, we learn that the divinity of Christ, his mir- 
acles, the conception, resurrection, and ascension, the 
time he preached, his age, and many other things hav 
all been in dispute—affirmed and denied—and can 
never be settled to the satisfaction of all. 

Because certain erring, fallible men like ourselvs, 
and many of them under bribes or threats, voted so 
and so in & church council fifteen or eighteen hun- 
dred years ago is no evidence of truth or accuracy to 
the student of history. 

The gospels show that the ministry of Christ lasted 
about three years. Irenæus says it lasted about 
twenty, and he claims that he had this tradition from 
the elders in Asia, who had it from John and the 
other apostles. The New Testament teaches that 
Christ was a little over thirty years. old when he was 


crucified. Some of the early fathers say he was over 
fifty, and some say he was not crucified at all At 
this distance of time, it would be utterly impossible 
to find out the exact truth in regard to these matters. 
Doctor Davidson says of the early fathers: “ They 
had neither the ability nor the inclination to examin 
documents surrounded with an apostolic halo. All 
the. rhetoric employed to throw the value of their 
testimony as far back as possible, even up to the 
apostle John, is of the vaguest kind. .Their decisions 
were much more the result of pious feeling than 
sound judgment.” 

Waite says the credulity of the early fathers 
was unbounded; that they had & sublime disregard 
for the truth. Their unscrupulousness when seeking 
for arguments to enforce their position was noto- 
rious, as well as the prevalence of what is known as 
pious fraud. Jones says they made testimonies out 
of forgeries and spurious books. 

Instead of the New Testament resting upon the 
rock of truth, it rests upon forgeries, frauds, and lies, 

And yet we hav in this country seveuty thousand 
men whose business it is to keep the people suffi- 
ciently ignorant to be imposed upon by this trinity 
of deception. And then the Sebbath-schools and 
other machinery for molding the plastie mind of the 
young, so that they will swallow down the pious pills 
prepared by these lying, forging fathers, is immense, 
and the wickedness incaleulable. And stil we hav 
Liberals who, though they are not constant attend- 
ants at church, attend church fairs and festivals and 
in various ways pay their money to help these seventy 
thousand pious sticklebacks impose upon the people 
with their frauds and forgeries. 

Many of these Liberals think, after all, that there 
is a sort of moral halo surrounding the church, and 
it is well enough to hav the wife attend the church 
and the children attend Sunday-school Let me say 
to you that the morality of the church is like the 
drapery of an abandoned woman, “ put on" to make 
her person attractiv. It is only the glimmer of a 
stinking fish by moonlight, the halo produced by the 
rising gases froma putrid carcass. Instead of giving 
one dollar to perpetuate this delusion, join with me 
to tear the silken drapery from the old hag of super- 
stition and expose her to publie gaze in all her hid- 
eous deformity. Joun Pxcx. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
——— e 


Story of an Escaped Nun. 


Near the close of the Jate war a nun escaped from 
a convent in Canada West. Having been compelled 
to enter the same by her grandmother, it would not 
do to go to her again ; but having a sister, the wife of 
a captain in the service of the United States, she set 
out to reach the city of Washington, where he was 
stationed. She had not a penny to pay her fare, but 
no conductor had the hardihood to put the pretty 
young woman off until she passed beyond Baltimore. 
The only aid she received between Canada and Bal- 
timore was twenty-five cents from a sympathetic 
woman. After passing that city the conductor told 
her she must pay her fare or be put off. “This at- 
tracted the notice of some soldiers, one of whom 
happened to know her brother-in-law, the captain. 
He therefore paid her fare, which enabled her to 
reach her relativs. 

They were thunderstruck, but had to take her in. 
The grandmother and other relativs in Canada dis- 
owned the renegadé. Her comeliness attracted suitors. 
One elderly and wealthy man sought her hand. An- 
other young but dissipated man, the only son of a 
wealthy gentleman of Rochester, N. Y., was ac- 
cepted. ‘They were married at the house of the Rev. 
John ©. Smith, late pastor of the Fourth Presby- 
terian church of Washington, who remarked how 
superior the bride appeared to the groom. 

The husband was in the service connected with the 
army. In due time twin daughters were born, and 
not long afterward the husband deserted wife and 
children, Meanwhile the grandmother in Canada 
had become so far reconciled to the apostate child as 
to send her a few presents, among which was a gold 
watch. This the husband took away with him and 
never returned it. In fact, he robbed his wife and 
left her destitute with two infants. 

Thrown entirely on her own resources and re- 
nounced by her relativs on both sides, she was 
reduced to extreme want. At this time my wife and 
I first became acquainted with her. She was beg- 
ging for work. Takmg an interest in her case, we 
contributed pretty freely to her wants, and nelped to 
provide a home for her in a shanty on a leased lot. 

She was very industrious, and willing to do the 
hardest kind of work. She got employment at hotels 
to scrub floors, and at last, being the wife of a former 
employee in the army, she got some menial work in 
the treasury building with pretty liberal pay. 

But I was not satisfied to see her thus degraded, 
and communicated her condition to her husband’s 
father in Rochester, through a” Baptist clergyman 
there. The answer I received was substantially this: 
The son is a worthless vagabond, discarded by the 
father and family. They do not recognize him or his 
marriage, and nothing is to be expected from them. 


As there seemed to be a doubt thrown upon the 
fact of the marriage, my wife called upon the clergy- 
man who performed the ceremony, and he remem- 
bered all the circumstances quite clearly. The cer- 
tificate of marriage we also saw, but afterward the 
woman, in a fit of indignation, foolishly tore it up. 

So there was no help to be afforded, not the 
smallest pittance from the husband's wealthy father, 
and it was impracticable to attempt to obtain any 
favor from the woman’s rich relativs in Canada. 

But time soon brought a little temporary relief. 
The father, at last, did appear to relent, and to recog- 
nize the daughter-in-law so long as his dissipated son 
would liv with her. The husband came back to 
Washington and for awhile held an office. But he 
soon lost it and again deserted his wife and children. 

Again the wife and children were reduced to want. 
By and by one of the twins died. The husband 
meanwhile had gone to a western state and settled on 
a farm provided for him by his father. Then he 
wanted his wife to come to him. She refused. He 
threatened to come and.take the child. She came 
and asked us what she should do. Hold on to your 
child by all means, said we. But by and by we 
heard that he had indeed come and taken wife and 
child with him. ` 

Many years hav now passed and we hav heard 
nothing of them. The woman was very intelligent. 
She repudiated the Catholic religion, but was very 
uncommunicativ about the secrets of convent life, 
apparently in fear of personal injury should she dis- 
close what she knew. Her husband's family were 
Protestants. 

Her maiden name was Catharine Macdonald, and 


she claimed Sir John Macdonald as:& cousin. Her 
husband’s name was Mudgett. 
The tender mercies of the pious are cruel. I hav 


been young and now am old, yet hav I often seen the 
righteous forsaken and his seed begging bread. 
Washington, D. C., June 28,1886. W. H. B. 
P.S.—At the very time when we first made the 
acquaintance of this woman, there lived next door to 
ug a devout Catholic maiden, who, during that year, 
spent three months in a local convent. And on the 
13th of February, 1872, the Daily Chronicle con- 
tained the following letter : 
ESOAPED NUNS. . 
Whatever may be said of Edith O'Gormon, permit me to 
state that to my personal knowledge there are now living in 
this city two escaped nuns. One came out of an institution 
in this city recently after a short trial. The other escaped 
from a nunnery in Canada several years ago. The former 
still adheres to the Catholic faith. The latter renounces it. 
Both sealtheirlips and refuse to disclose what they know. 
Furthermore, I am assured that not many years ago an in- 
mate of the convent at Georgetown escaped from that insti 
tution in her night-clothes. The restraint of a female against 
her will ought not to be allowed in any country, much less 
in one where the people are sovereign. Humanity demands 
that a commission should be empowered to enter the doors 
of all such institutions and offer liberty to those who desire it. 
Fiat JUSTITIA. 
Poor Mrs. Mudgett either read this paragraph or 
heard of it, for she came to our house in alarm, sus- 
pecting that I wrote it. And one New York paper 
(the Sun, if I remember right) deplored the move- 
ment in Washington to open the convents. B. 
to 


Prohibition. 

Quite a number of writers in Tue Teura Szexer and 
other Liberal paper hav had something to say about my 
Anti-Prohibition, but none of them attempt seriously 
the task of refuting my arguments. My critics only 
mince around the edges of the question of Prohibi- 
tion or content themselvs with discussing side issues. 
They beat all around the bush, but do not come to 
the front and face the music. It is to no purpose to 
argue the question of temperance with me, because 1 
am a temperance advocate myself. The issue is noi 
temperance, but Prohibition. 

Our good Liberal friend, Mr. A. T. McMillan, of 
Wamego, Kansas, refers to me and my attitude on 
this subject in Taz Teura Srexer, July 31st, in these 
words: “I am a little disappointed to see that 
Professor Bell is opposing Prohibition. I think he 
is making a mistake. Prohibition has come to stay, ` 
and is reasonably successful in Kansas, except in the 
large cities. It is perfectly consistent with Liberal: 
ism, and is championed by many of the best Liberals. 
We need Professor Bell, with his masterly logic and 
polished oratory, in the Liberal field.” 

Let me say briefly, in reply to these several state- 
ments, that I am now and hav been for eleven years 
in the activ service of Freethought, and hav not the 
remotest idea of going upon the retired list until I 
am mustered out. I think I hav presented the sub- 
ject of prohibition in a rational way and in a light 
which shows that it is not “ consistent with Liberai- 
ism ;" and besides, I am quite positiv that Prohibition 
is not “championed by many of the best Liberals "— 
I mean the best thinkers—and it would prove notl.- 
ing even if there were men and women of intellectual 
ability advocating it. As a question of fact, it is net 
true that there are any of the best Liberals (be.t 
thinkers) championing Prohibition. If there were 
we should see what they can do “plainly writ" in 
Tur Trura SEEKER and other Liberal papers. It 
proves nothing to say that “ Prohibition has come tu 
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stay,” for the church has come to stay, and has been 


staying entirely too long. Political parties hav come 


to stay ; national banks hav come to stay, but what 
Liberal ean defend churches, political parties, or 
national banks? 

The thing for Brother McMillan or any of his Pro- 
hibition friends to do is to refute my arguments and 
* masterly logic,” or confess they cannot do it, and 
become consistent Liberals. W. S. BELL. 

302 State st., Chicago, IU. 


——— — — $-— —— ——— 


What Sir Isaac Newton Said About God. 


Probably most of us who are Atheists approached 
that position slowly against strong prejudice. We 
were first surprised to find that we knew absolutely 
nothing about God ; that even the intelligent part of 
church people entertained no practical belief in any 
superintending providence; that God did all his 
direct interfering with mundane affairs ages ago and 
had it recorded in a book, and that those who really 
think now that God reveals anything to them are en- 
thusiasts or cranks. The Jnterior designates the 
belief of those who hav faith in God's present ability 
to cure physical disease as “ the faith-cure humbug.” 

The motto of Cromwell, “Trust in God, but keep 
your powder dry,” is practical Atheism. If trust in 
God will not explode wet powder, or, at least, that 
which is a little damp, it amounts to nothing. Dry 
powder is sure to explode when ignited, not only 
without trust in God, but in spite of all gods. Even 
the advocate of faith tells us that it is unreasonable 
to call on God to do for us what we can do our- 
selvs. Hence the motto, “ God helps those who help 
themselvs.” Evidently that kind of help is super- 
fluous. It is simply idiotic or hypocritical to ask 
God to “giv us this day our daily bread” when we 
hav already provided ourselvs in advance with several 
months' provisions in the ordinary seculàr way. 
Those who cannot help themselvs call on God in 
.vain. They find that “he has gone on a journey, or 
peradventure he sleepeth." ‘The strong, who are 
&ble in the hoggish struggle for gain, which some 
call business, to root out the feeble hogs (pigs) and 
get all the swill, can pray indifferently to God, 
Jesus Christ, the Virgin Mary, or the devil. They 
are sure of God's help. They constitute “the pow- 
ers that be," and “the powers that be are ordained of 
God ;" or, more strictly, the powers that be ordain 
the God, and hence, “he that resisteth the power 
resisteth God.” And the creators and ordainers of 
this God hav so arranged that “unto everyone that 
hath shall be given, and he shall hav abundance ; but 
from him that hath not shall be taken away that 
which he hath.”  . 

We know, then, toa certainty, that the god problem 
has no practical interest for poor folks, only that they 
may know who are the makers of the god. That a 
god should make the world is absurd, because that is 
producing something out of nothing—the real out of 
the imaginary ; but that a real man should construct 
a god out of his imagination is not only possible, but 
is what we know millions of people hav done. The 
gods are all made that way. . 

To some people it seems presumptuous to ignore 
on this subject the authority of great men ; but often 


these great men, in treating this subject, make such | 


a weak case a8 to overwhelm the earnest inquirer 
with doubt. If great men—men of profound knowl- 
edge and vigorous minds—hav left this subject in a 
crude, unsatisfactory, muddled condition, it must be 
because there is nothing in it within reach of the 
human mind. 

Darwin, after writing his great work on “The 
Origin of Species,” without making any reference to 
a creator, concludes by observing that “there is 
grandeur in this view of life, with its several powers, 
having been originally breathed by the Creator into 
a few forms or into one.” 

In the first place, Mr. Darwin made it perfectly 
clear that if there were original forms. they must hav 
been very rudimentary, simple, and minute. For 
millions of ages animals inhabited the earth before 
any were developed with lungs into which anything 
could be breathed; and where does the grandeur 
come in in imagining a God without lungs breathing 
life into an organism without lungs, into a micro- 
scopic monad, a mere organized stomach, or a drop 
of animated jelly? If an animal existed which was 
already alive, it.needed no creator to breathe life into 
it. If it was not alive, it must hav grown while it 
was dead. Evolution points to no creator or first 
cause. It operates in the universe by the inter- 
action of forces within the universe, and, as Holyoake 
says, “the universe seems to be an infinit series of 
causes and effects, and therefore a first cause is an 
absurdity and a contradiction.” 

Newton, like Darwin, wrote his “Principia” without 
saying anything about God until he came to the last 
Scholium, in which he givs an elaborate description 
of him. He starts in by suggesting that “lest the 
fixed. stars should, by their gravity, fall on each 
other, God hath placed those systems at immense 
distances one from another.” God must hav made 


80 far apart because each system had drawn into its 
embrace everything within range of its attraction. 
Hav we any evidence that God could make Niagara 
river run back over the precipice at the Falls? What 
an assumption to imagin a God, and then imagin that 
he could take two solar systems and place them 
20,000,000,000 miles apart, or millions of solar sys- 
tems and scatter them through infinit space! 

After spending many years in the production of a 
work which upset the prevailing and almost unani- 
mous opinions of mankind, Newton’s only argument 
for the existence of God was that everybody believed 
it. He says, “ Zt is allowed by all that the Supreme 
God exists necessarily, and by the same necessity he 
exists always and everywhere.” In that regard he is 
as helpless as we are. He has no choice in the mat- 
ter. He exists because he cannot help it. If he is 
good, itis no credit to him. If he is bad, it is his 
misfortune. If he cannot be different from what he 
is, he cannot do differently from what he does. 

But Newton, having imagined a God, lest he should 
be too much of an entity, proceeds to get him out 
of the way. “In him are all things contained 
and moved, yet neither affects the other. God suf- 
fers nothing from the motion of bodies ; bodies find 
no resistance from the omnipresence of God.” Grav- 
ity is what does the business. All God has to do is 
to keep out of the way. 

“ He is all similar; all eye, all ear, all brain, all arm, 
all power to perceive, to understand, and to act; but 
in a manner not at all human, in a manner not at all 
corporeal, in a manner utterly unknown, to us. As 
a blind man has no idea of colors, so hav we no idea 
of the manner by which the all-wise God perceives 
and understands all things. He is utterly void of all 
body and bodily figure, and can therefore neither be 
seen nor heard nor touched." That is all very clear. 
He is all eye, but has no eyes, and sees all things and 
numbers hairs and watches sparrows. He is all ear, 
but has no ears, and hears everything and takes ac- 
count of every idle word that ever was or will be 
uttered. He is all brain, but has no brains, and so 
thinks and understands all things in a manner utterly 
unknown, unknowable, and unthinkable. He is all 
arm, but never touches anything, and cannot be 
touched. He is all power to act, but has to keep out 
of the way so water can run down-hill and the planets 
move freely in their orbits. 

“Lastly, all that diversity of natural things which 
we find suited to different times and places could 
arise from nothing but the ideas and will of a being 
necessarily existing. But by way of allegory God is 
said to see, to speak, to laugh, to love, to hate, to de- 
sire, to giv, to receive, to rejoice, to be angry, to 
fight, to frame, to build; for all our ideas of God 
are taken from the ways of mankind.” 

Certainly the notion of a God, involving in his 
composition nothing but what is taken from the ways 
of mankind, and who does nothing that can be ex- 
pressed in human speech otherwise than by allegory 
and fable, could arise from nothing but the imagina- 
tion of mankind, of which it is à phantasmal shadow. 
By way of allegory, Santa Claus is said to drive rein- 
deer through the air and scatter Waterbury watches 
all over Europe and America. When God is said to 
speak, it is implied that some foolish thing has been 
said or written by some prophet or pope, priest or 
preacher. When God laughs, something has occurred 
to tickle the preacher. Lucky that.God was only 
figurativly angry when he slew the Midianites, Ca- 
naanites, Amalekites, and Philistines, sparing neither 
old men nor maidens, infants nor sucklings, because 
if he had been truly angry he might hav done some- 
thing desperate. 

This detailed description of a God about whom we 
are informed we can hav no more idea than a blind 
man has of colors, is Newton's scientific demonstra- 
tion of the existence of God about which so much has 
been said and of which Newton says, “To discourse 
of whom from the appearances of things does cer- 
tainly belong to natural philosophy." 

In spite of all attempts to “rise from nature up to 
nature's God," it- is admitted by many of the most 
thoughtful among the clergy that science does not 
prove the existence of God. The late Rev. J. M. 
Manning, pastor of Old South Church, Boston, and 
lecturer on the relations of Christianity to popular 
Infidelity in Andover Theological Seminary, says that 
all really logical minds that reject the Bible and 
Christ inevitably drift into either Positivism or 
Pantheism. Rev. Mr. Little, when he was .Presby- 
terian synodical missionary for the state of Nebraska, 
delivered a discourse in Beaver City in which he said: 
“The skeptic says to me, Demonstrate the truth of 
the Bible and I will believe it. That is an unreason- 
able demand. It never has been done, and never 
can be done. Even the central idea of all religion— 
the existence of God—has never been proved. We 
apprehend this great truth by faith.” 

If “the fool hath said in his heart there is no 
God,” many wise men hav observed that it is not 
worth while to make assertions about what we can 
know absolutely nothing of. To quote from G. J. 
Holyoake, “The existence of God is a problem to 


them close together or he wauld not hav had to} which the mathematics of human intelligence seems 


separate them. Laplace assumed that systems were | to me to furnish no solution. 


- 


The world possesses 


as yet no adequate logie for that province of specula- 
tion. It is a problem without a solution, a hiero- 
glyphie without an interpretation a Gordian Knot 
still untied, a question unanswered, a thread still un- . 
raveled, a labyrinth untrod.” God must still be rep- 
resented by æ, but what: the other term of the equa- 
tion is no one knoweth or can know. Most likely 
x==0. D. PRIESTLEY. 
Milwaukee, Or. f 


——— 9-9 eee 
Aiheism and Citizenship. 

Carl Rabitscheck, an intelligent, prosperous-look- 
ing Bohemian, went to the naturalization bureau of 
this city on the 3d to declare his intention of becom- 
ing a citizen. He was handed a Bible to swear by, 
but declined to take the oath, as he was an Atheist. 
Clerk Jarvis thereupon refused to receive his declara- 
tion, and was sustained by other officers of the court. 
The naturalization bureau will hang out a sign, “ No | 
Atheists need apply here.” 

Between Colonel Ingersoll and a reporter the fol- 
lowing conversation touching this question occurred. 
The reporter asked: ‘‘ Hav you noticed the decision 
of Mr. Nathaniel Jarvis, Jr., clerk of the naturaliza- 
tion bureau of the Court of Common Pleas, that an . 
Atheist cannot become a citizen?” 

` * Yes, sir,” replied Colonel Ingersoll, but I do not 
think it necessary for a man to be a Theist in order 
to become or to remain a citizen of this country. 
The various laws, from 1790 up to 1828, provided 
that the person wishing to be naturalized might make 
oath or affirmation. The first exception you will find 
in the Revised Statutes of the United States passed. 
in the winter of 1873-4, section 2,165, as follows: 
‘An alien may be admitted to become a citizen of 
the United states in the following manner, and not 
otherwise: First he shall declare on oath, before a 
circuit or district court of the United States,’ ete. I 
suppose Mr. Jarvis felt it to be his duty to comply 
with this section. In this section there is nothing 
about affirmation—only the word ‘oath’ is used— 
and Mr. Jarvis came to the conclusion that. an 
Atheist could not take an oath, and therefore could 
not: declare his intentions legally to become a citizen 
of the United States. Undoubtedly, Mr. Jarvis felt 
it his duty to stand by the law and to see to. it that 
nobody should become a citizen of this country who 
had not a well-defined belief in the existence of a 
being that he could not define and that no man has 
ever been able to define. In other words, that he 
should be perfectly convinced that there is a being 
‘without body, parts, or passions,’ who presides over 
the destinies of this world, and more especially those 
of New York in and about that part known as City 
Hall Park.” os 

** Was not Mr. Jarvis right in standing by thelaw ?". 

"If Mr. Jarvis is right, neither Humboldt nor 
Darwin could hav become a citizen of the United 
States. Wagner, the greatest of musicians, not 
being able to take an oath, would hav been left an 
alien. Under this ruling Haeckel, Spencer, and 
Tyndall would be denied citizenship—that is to say, 
the six greatest men produced by the human race in 
the nineteenth century, were and are unfit ta be citi- 
zens of the United States. Those who hav placed 
the human race-in debt cannot be citizens of this 
republic. On the other hand, the ignorant wife 
beater, the criminal, the pauper raised in the work- 
house, could take the necessary oath and would be 
welcomed by New York ‘with arms outstretched as 
she would fly.” 

“ You hav quoted one statute. 
applicable to this case ?” 

“T am coming to that. If Mr. Jarvis will take the 
pains to read not only-the law of naturalization in 
section 2,165 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States, but the very first chapter in the book, ‘Title 
I.,’ he will find in the very first section this sentence: 
‘The ‘requirement of an “oath” shall be deemed 
complied with by making affirmation in official form.’ 
This applies to section 2,165. Of course an Atheist 
can affirm, and the statute provides that wherever an 
oath is required affirmation may be made.” 

“ Did you read,” further asked the reporter, “the . 


Is there no.other — 


recent action of Judge O’Gorman, of the Superior . 


Court, in refusing naturalization papers to an ap: 
plicant because he had not read the Constitution of 
the United States ?” 

“I did," was the response, and then the colonel 
added: “ The United States Constitution is a very 
important document, a good, sound document, but it 
is talked about a great deal more than it is read. I'll 
venture that you may commence at the Battery to in- 
terview merchants and other business men about the 
Constitution and you will talk with a hundred before 
you will find one who has ever read it.” 


———— 9 9—9»———— —— ——— 
The Spirit Photography Investigation. 

To rue Eprrog or Tue Trura Srexer, Sir: Press 
of business prevents me from immediately replying 
to the report of the Spirit Photography Committee. 

I trust your readers will suspend judgment until 
after my criticism has appeared, and I promis to take 
no longer time in its preparation than did the com- | 
mittee in presenting the report. R. M. Roxrwsow. 

Greenpoint, D. L., Aug. 8,1886. ; 
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Bi? 


Convention of the New York State Freethinkers? 


in each other's welfare. 


uM Association. 

It has been decided to hold the Annual Conven- 
tion of the New York State Freethinkers’ Association 
at White Sulphur Springs Park, Saratoga county, 
N. Y. commencing Thursday; September 2d, con- 
tinuing over two Sundays, and adjourning on Sunday 
night, September 12th. 

A more beautiful and desirable place to hold our 
Convention does not exist in the state. It is pro- 
posed to make this Convention preéminently sociable, 
and more of the nature of a picnic than a formal con- 
vention. One, and perhaps the main, object is the 
devising and discussing more efficient and practical 
methods of advancing the cause of Liberalism, and 
inciting honest, intelligent persons to study and em- 
brace the ennobling principles of Secularism. 

To effect this the first essential is, not alone that 
the-thinkers and workers meet each other, but that 
all the Liberals of our state and vicinity should meet 
together and become personally acquainted, and thus 
be induced to take greater and more kindly interest 
To this end it is decided 
that the meeting shall afford every possible facility 


for sociability. : 


There will be no regular lectures in the morning, 
except on Sundays. The day, up to 3 p.m., will be 
devoted to recreation and amusement, and for this 
there are bathing, boating, fishing, croquet, swinging; 
rambling through the beautiful groves, over the 
romantic hills, and among picturesque dales; resting 
in the hammocks beneath the shade of the ‘lofty 


trees, or reclining on the bright green grass, basking 


l 


in the sunshine, fanned by the gentle breezes from 
the beautiful lake; making excursions over the lake 
to its many interesting points, and riding to Saratoga 
on top of the “ tally-ho” coaches, after “ ye fashion of 
ye olden time;” visiting the wonderful mineral 
springs, and the largest and most’ gorgeous hotels 
in the world; taking advantage of every opportu- 
nity to form acquaintances which in many instances 
will result in life-long friendship; comparing plans 
and methods of work, and discussing the various 
projects and suggestions brought before the Conven- 
tion, so as to be able to vote on them understand- 
ingly. p 

Occasionally those interested can gather in the 
picnic grounds or in the lecture pavilion and listen to 
short addresses from Liberals—not regular lecturers 
—who hav plans to unfold or important and valuable 
suggestions to make for the advancement of the 


. cause and promotion of the general good. 


On three or four afternoons and two or three even- 
ings we will dispense with the lecture or hav only a 
sharp, pithy, stirring one, not to exceed thirty 
minutes, and devote the rest of the time to dancing. 

There is a magnificent dancing pavilion on the 
grounds, and the most proficient of callers and the 
very best of music hav been engaged. 

And while every possible provision is made for a 


` jolly, happy picnic, and the promotion of sociability, 


our best and most able lecturers will be present, and 
will giv us their best and brightest thoughts, speak- 
ing on those subjects only which are of vital import, 
and respecting which the people are most interested. 

Plans and suggestions will be laid before the Con- 
vention, and time afforded for consideration and 
amendment, so that on adjournment all can return 
home resolved to labor zealously and harmoniously 


„in carrying out plans adopted, and thus insure a 


: tributions be sent in at once. 


mighty impetus to the work. 

Board with room, first-class, is only one dollar per 
day; fare to and from all parts at reduced rates; 
single admission to lecture, 10 cents. "There are pre- 
liminary expenses that must be met, but no funds in 
the treasury. Who will help in the good work? It 
is essential to the success of the Convention that con- 
Reader, we appeal to 
you. Are you disposed to help forward and insure 
success of the Convention? The meeting must be 
thoroughly advertised; posters and  hand.bills 
prin'ed, carefully posted and distributed in every 
village within twenty miles of the place of meeting. 
This cannot be done without cash payments. Suc- 
cess of the Convention means grand progress of the 
cause during the next year throughout the entire 
state. Send in your donations as early as possible. 

We offer to all who send one dollar forthwith a 
geason ticket, admitting the holder to each and every 
lecture. Admission will be paid at the door by all 
who do not hold season tickets. 


It will be necessary for all who attend, especially 
if there are ladies in the party, to make immediate 
application for rooms to C. B. Reynolds, care of the 
Truth Seeker Company, 38 Clinton Place, New York. 
There is a limit to the capacity of the house, and the 
rule will be, First come, first served. When ordering 
rooms, please inclose $1 for each person, for season 
tickets. 

Let all send in $1 for season ticket. If you cannot 
go, you can the better afford to send your contribu- 
tion to the expenses. The success of the Convention 
is & matter of personal interest to every Liberal in 
the state. Let all attend who póssibly can—all help 


bear the burden, that all may rejoice in and share the 


glorious success. 
Contributions should be sent by registered letter 


or post-office order to E. M. Macdonald, treasurer, 


TRUTH SEEKER office, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 
In behalf of the committee, ^ C. B. Reynoxps. 


I gave a parlor lecture at Salt Lake City on Sun- 


day evening, July 25th, under the auspices of my 
good friends, Mr. and Mrs. H. P. Mason. 
quite an agreeable change from the platform dis- 
course. 


I found it 


It is more sociable and allows more mutual 
exchange of thought and direct and personal expres- 
sion of ideas; besides, those can be gathered to- 
gether at a parlor lecture who will not always attend 
a public meeting. Mormons, Episcopalians, Con- 
gregationalists, and Methodists, together with Liber- 
als, were present, and the lecture on * The Glory of 
Infidelity" was good-naturedly received, although, 
of course, the orthodox part of my audience did not 
heartily indorse all my sentiments, but I guess they 
heard something new and hav a better understand- 
ing of the spirit of our work. After the lecture there 
was music and conversation which made the hours 
pass pleasantly away. All had an opportunity to say 
their say, and the varied discussion was animated 
and most cordial. 

I hav thoroughly enjoyed a few days’ rest at Zion, 
for it has many attractions both heterodox and 
orthodox. I went over the Cooperative Mercantile 
Institute Building with my pleasant Mormon friend, 
Mr. Clawson, who belongs to a big family of boys 
and girls—forty-five—his father being one of the 
dignitaries of the church, and will, no doubt, occupy 
a lofty throne in the celestial kingdom. The Insti- 
tute Building is the largest in the city, and is filled 
with goods of every description to the value of a 
million dollars. This Institute is a joint stock com- 
pany, and, of course, the few who own the majority 
of shares control the business and receive the prin- 
cipal benefit. In most of the settlements outside of 
Salt Lake City the Z. C. M. I. is almost entirely in 
the ownership of one man, who runs the affair and 
makes money to suit himself. While the Z. C. M. I. 
of Salt Lake City was under the quasi religious man- 
agement of Brigham Young it was a failure, and the 
value of the shares went down to less than half. It 
was then put into the hands of first-rate business 
men and run on business principles, and is in that 
way a flourishing affair. It is on a money-making 
basis, which is all right, but it is by no means a 
fraternal association. The gentile can get as much 
benefit from it as the Mormon. It is “ root, hog, or 
die” with the Mormons as with the rest of mankind. 
They don’t help each other any more than the sin- 
ners do. There are no poor in Utah simply because 
there are no poor or paupers in any of the Western 
territories. Every man can scratch some kind of a 
living, but the majority of the Mormons hug poverty 
very close. If Dyer Lum is satisfied with this kind 
of cooperation, then he is easily satisfied; not with a 
half loaf, but with about a hundredth part of a balf 
loaf. I had about as soon take my chances in Wall 
street as among the Mormon saints, even if I were a 
good Mormon. To be a real good Mormon one must 
hav a pretty big bank account. As I hav said before, 
the Mormon religion is a solid affair. 

I also visited the Museum, the greatest curiosity of 
which is the owner himself, who is a red-hot Mormon, 


‘an apostle, I believe, and a very intelligent man. While 


showing me the wonders of the land and sea, etc., he 
gave ‘a brilliant discourse on Mormon doctrins, etc., 
which I-would not hav missed on any account. I 
selected a few hot-shot out of his theological fire- 
works for the benefit of my friend Lum one of these 
days. I hav got information from headquarters, and 
it confirms every opinion that I hav hitherto ex- 


-pressed. My vivacious saint addressed me at first as 


a “ son of Israel,” but when I plied him with a few 
questions he called me a “ hound of the law;” all in 
good spirit though, in Christian meekness, for I 
myself was in a saintly frame, since I was sitting in 
the veritable rocking-chair that Joseph Smith used 
to rock in, and I suppose the invisible prophetic 
mantle was upon me. At any rate it was a comfort- 


able chair, and I had no objection to whatever in- 
spiration it might giv to my spinal column. 

The Mormons hay a very beautiful theology in- 
deed. I rather like it. I find that Adam is prac-. 
tically the God of the Mormon; for, when this planet 
is perfected, he will be the God and the father of it, 
subject, however, to the great father of all, the Elo- 
him, who is * the masterpiece of intelligence," under 
whom a million gods like Adam hold sway. There 
are a million “ perfected worlds" at the present time. 
Each of these worlds has a god and father of its 
own. The earth is not quite perfected; Christ has 
not yet conquered it. When he has, he will giv it to 
Adam for his eternal glorious domain. Every seven 
thousand years a world is perfeeted, and swings up 
into the round of heaven. Our time is almost at 
hand. We shall soon soar up into the circle of eter- 
nity. According to Orson Pratt, the biggest God of 
all, the Elohim, is only about six feet high. One 
must admit that he is almighty smart for his size. I ' 
hav collected many other curiosities of the Mormon 
faith, but time will not permit a further exhibit. 

I also took a Salt Lake bath, which is one of the 
most delightful baths in the world. You can float 
for hours on-the glorious waters, almost like a cork, 
and can’t drown unless you make a special effort to 
doso. But beware of swallowing a bit of the briny 
deep. If you do, you might as well drown, for the 
salt water cuts the throat and lungs like a knife. 

Everybody is busy now with the harvest, and so 
the Utah Liberal campaign is over for the present. 
I spent Wednesday evening, the 28th, with friend 
Reynolds, at Wanship, and when the breezy autumn 
comes the campaign will be renewed, and we look 
forward with bright hopes to the Convention of Feb- 
ruary next. There will be a summoning of all the 
clans, and forward march. 

On Thursday and Friday evenings, the 29th and 
80th, I lectured at Rock Springs to good houses. At 
any rate, I had more than the ministers, or even a 
prize-fight, and to beat a prize-fight is something 
quite remarkable in a Western town. 

Rock Springs is a good place for our lecturers to 
stop at when traveling over the Union Pacific rail- 
road. Let them communicate with T. B. Mere- 
dith; and they will receive a warm welcome. 

On Friday afternoon my friend Meredith took me 
into the vast under-world of the coal mines, which 
extend for several miles, and where hundreds of men 
are at work. The coal here is of superior quality, 
and thousands of tons are daily shipped. It was 
quite interesting’ to wander through Pluto’s empire, 
with its dark and frowning wealth, soon to dance in 
fairy flames on a thousand hearthstones, and make 
more brilliant the civilization of man. The flicker- 
ing lamps on the foreheads of the men, the grimy 
faces, the rolling thunder of exploding rock and fall- 
ing crash, the sound of pick, the rattle of chain and 
car, and tramp of horse and thump of engin, and the 
all-encircling darkness, made one think he was in the 
magical domain of the genii, who were working out 
some wondrous drama, transforming the bowels of 
earth into flames of glory. 

On Saturday afternoon, under the guidance of my 
friend Williams, who is called * Bishop," and there- 
fore, of course, a safe conductor, I passed through 
the Chinese quarters, and saw the home of these 
curious people. About a dozen liv together in one 
shanty. Some are cooking, some are smoking opium 
or tobacco, and some are dead asleep under the in- 
fluence of the drug, and some are gambling. Some 
welcome with a pleasant face, some look with a 
scornful glance, and some greet you with cold sus- 
picion. There are all sorts of Chinamen, as of other 
folks. I met the chief “ boss," Mr. Coon, who is a 
very intelligent gentleman, and givs you a pleasant 
impression of what the cultivated Chinese might be. 

From Rock Springs I came on to Greeley, Col., 
where I lectured yesterday, Sunday, August Ist. 
This is the garden of Colorado, and, as I look upon 
the well-cultivated fields, I seem to be in one of the 
beautiful villages of Massachusetts. I had a hall 
full yesterday at the lecture, and I find a goodly 
number of Liberal friends here. I lecture here again 
this evening, and shall hav more to say of the 
friends and the work at Greeley in my next letter. 

From here I go to Longmont, where I shall spend 
a few days with Col. John R. Kelso, who is known as 
one of our ablest workers. 

After my lectures in Colorado, I shall be at Sew- 
ard, Neb. August 21st, 22d, 23d; at Valley Falls, 
Kan., August 24th, 25th, 26th, and 27th. It is pos- 
sible the appointment at Lincoln, Neb., may be 
changed. I shall be at West Point, Neb., Septem- 
ber Ist, 2d, and 3d, arid at Omaha September 5th, 
etc., as already published. SauuzL P. PUTNAM. 

G'reeley, Col., Aug. 2, 1886. 

to 

W. F. Jamzzson, having received lecture and debate calls 
in Wisconsin and Michigan, returned East a distance of six 
hundred miles, and will defer his Montana trip a few weeks 
longer. He is now lecturing in Neilsville, Wis. In the mean 
time he invites Liberals along the route to address him at 
Lake City, Minn., and he will arrange to deliver lectures on 
the way. Michigan Liberals who may desire Freethought 
lectures in their towns will please address him at once. 
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Communications. 


With Regard to Angels. 


CONCERNING THE ENTREE INTO HEAVEN OF THE ASSUMED-TO- 
BE IMMORTAL MAN. 


. Taking the ground of those who assume that his 
body will be rehabilitated, the writer is led to won- 
der whether or not it will be the body as it went into 
the grave, regardless of age, decrepitude, or malfor- 
mation, if such existed, naturally or otherwise.* 

For instance, will a man of ninety or a hundred, 
say, bent and twisted with rheumatism, and sightless 
at the time of his death, take this body with him into 
heaven, provided he passes the doorkeeper as one of 
the right sort? Would a man wish to? "Wouldn't 
he rather hav remained in the state of nothingness? 

Are the lame and the blind, the one-eyed and the 
humpbacked, to take on these shapes and appear- 
ances? Will there be blind and humpbacked angels, 
one-eyed and one-legged angels in heaven? And 
what about infants, and five-year-olds, and so on? 
Will there be infant and five-year-old angels in 
heaven as well as aged angels? Yes, the writer is 
led to wonder, in regard to angelic personality, as 
relating to angels imported from earth; and who, out- 
side the pale of the “true believers," wouldn't 
wonder ? 

The true-blue Scotch Presbyterian tells us that hell 


is paved with infants’ skulls, which precludes the idea. 


of infant angels; but the vaporic Talmage, not so 
awful and exclusiv, tells us that all the angels will ride 
on white horses in heaven; and his ipse dizit, while it 
also precludes the idea of infantil angels, seems to 
argue that infants will be brought up to the adult 
or regulation size, on making their debut in heaven. 
But, after all, what does he know about it? or the 
true-blue Scotch Presbyterian? 

The mystery, or what will be the mystery, of the 
“resurrection” must be a puzzler tothe “true be- 
liever” even, if he ever buckles right down to a 
serious contemplation of the subject. If he believes 
that a malformed mortal will take on the human 
form divine, which means, of course, a perfect form, 
what does he believe with regard to the ill-shapen 
form? Is this form to be left in the mud when the 
graves giv up their dead at the “last trump,” or is it 
to come forth in all the pristine beauty of the first- 
made man, regardless of its shape ere mortal death ? 
The latter, I suppose, is what the religionist believes, 
or thinks he believes, which with him amounts to the 
same thing as belief. 

Now, if the misshapen ones of earth are to be got 
up in good form at the “last day,” how about the 
homely of face? 
befitting their occupation of angels amid the glories 
of heaven? If so, won't it lead to confusion worse 
confounded in the first instance, and to heart-burn- 
ings inthe other? Would the hunchback know him- 
self in perfect form? Would the one-eyed man know 
himself with two good ogles and a much handsomer 
face than he ever could boast in life? .Wouldn’t 
some, all of the new-fledged female angels, préemi- 
nent among the sex on earth for their beauty, be wo- 
fully cut up to find all their sister angels on a par 
with them in the matter of female loveliness? What, 
then, becomes of their vainglory and proud con- 
sciousness of superior beauty? Think you it would 
be sufficient with them that they were beautiful 
were all others, particularly those whom they knew 
to be too homely for anything on earth, beautiful 
likewise? No, you cannot think so if you know 
aught of female human nature as it runs, or, for that 
matter, male human nature. 

But human nature will not obtain with angels, 
religionists will cry. Well, allowing that angelic 
nature takes the place of human nature, won't it hav 
its variations? Most assuredly, I think, if there are 
to be any female angels, for said angels never could 
settle down to theinsipidity of monotonous goodness 
&nd beauty, not to mention the universal white 
raiment which Talmage, who seems to be more 
thoroughly posted in regard to the internal economy 
of heaven than any other gospel sharp extant, says 
will be in vogue in the halls of everlasting bliss ; 
neither could the male angels. 

Can any one conceive of a host of feminin angels, 
if indeed, there is to be such a thing as sex in 
Elysium, living together in a state of everlasting con- 
tent, no one having anything to boast of beyond an- 
other in the way of superior beauty, attainments, 
or raiment? It goes without saying that they could 
not if there were gradations in beauty and attain- 
ments, and in the quality of attire, as envy, jealousy, 
and backbiting would be sure to get in their work; 
but could they be content in a state of equality? 
Why, certainly, says the religionist, for they will be 

. molded to conform to such a state. Well, if that 
is to be the case, what better will they be than so 
many dummies, puppets, slaves of a superior will ? 
What better than angels of putty endowed with 
motion? Not any, it strikes me; and yet the re- 
ligionist must be right, I think, for if they are not to 
be mere puppets or angels of putty, there will be no 
peace in heaven. How could there be were each 


Are they to be made handsome, as. 


|angel to hav a mind of his or her own? There was 
trouble once in heaven—vide Miltons ‘ Paradise 


Lost,” a true and authentic account of the unfortunate 
affair from beginning to end—and there would be 
again if the angels translated from earth were to hav 
minds of their own, and no two exactly alike. Many 
men, many minds—meaning many differences of 
opinion; and why wouldn't it be so with angels of the 
mankind variety or antecedents? 

I think I must agree with the resurrectionist—re- 
ligionist I meant to hav said—but after all, why not 
resurrectionist if he believes in the “ resurrection” as 
biblically understood ?—that the angels will hav to be 
regulated to conform to the existing order of things 
that must perforce obtain in heaven, if everything 
there is to be lovely, with the goose of homogeneous- 
ness of soul altivolant, as it were. Yes, the angels, 
if peace is to prevail in heaven, must be a confluxible 
confraternity of hearts that beat as one, a solidarity 
of souls with but a single thought and purpose. 
There can be no individualities among them. All 
will be as near alike as so many drops of water from 
the same fountain. One will be a fair sample of the 
entire aggregation—must be, as it appears to me. 
And what a monotonous conventicle of prescribed 
goodness will they present? How one would yearn 
for a little naughtiness—it seems so from a mortal 
standpoint—just a little to break this solidarity of 
insipid goodness, éh? But, alas ! there won't be any- 
thing naughty there, though it were never so nice, 
for the rule.of heavenly goodness cannot be departed 
from. Let those who want to be angels and with 
the angels dwell, but yet are a little inclined to the 
* naughty but nice," bear this in mind. 

There is one thing which I hav ever noticed, and 
that is that pronounced religionists are, as a rule, the 
homeliest of earth's mortals ; and the more ill-favored 
the more crabbed and zealous they are, and conse- 
quently, I suppose, the more impregnated with true 
religion. One rarely ever sees a beautiful female dev- 
otee of the true ascetic type, or a. fine-looking mas- 
culin devoted to the cause of religion—that is, 
among the laity. There are many good-looking par- 
sons, I will admit; but religion is a business with 
them; they preach for pay, and are not to be count- 
edin. Very likely, in their cases, the good looks of 
many decided their choice of callings, they taking up 
with the ministry because of the fine field of female 
conquest it offered, which would not hav been theirs 
as carpenters, bricklayers, etc. A perusal of the 


daily papers for a month will show how well they. 


cultivate and succeed in this field. 

It is a sure thing, in the writer’s opinion, that all 
who choose the ministerial calling do so because it is 
the most easily worked of all the professions. Com- 
pare it with those of the law, medicin, chemistry, 
mathematics, etc., etc., and the “soft snap" is ap- 
parent at once; and as surely as this is the case, as 
the writer believes, as surely do the good-looking—the 
strikingly so—adopt the profession, because of the 
chances it offers for the exercise of their “mashing” 
qualities, the ugly ones even having a better show in 
the field of conquest than they would in any other 
calling, the average feminin heart surrendering with 
less resistance to the blandishments of the persuasiv 
pulpiteer than to those of men in other walks in life. 
The writer so judges from the daily bulletins from 
the field, announcing the conquests of the victorious 
parsons. 

This is digression, however; but with what is be- 
fore presented, the writer must end his useless query 
in regard to what will be the angelic condition of 
“just men (women, too) made perfect” immediately 
after the “day of resurrection,” as none can throw 
any light on the subject. If that “day” ever comes 
off, we shall all be there to see; and what a startling 
dress-parade will be presented! Sr Sroxvw. 

o 


“The Order of Anarchy.” 


In Tue Trurs SerxeR of the 31st ult. there is an 
article under the above title, by J. Wm Lloyd. 

Skin-deep, it is in theory of a somewhat specious 
general character. But I feel sure that whenever any 
community of the wisest and best one hundred men 
that J. Wm. Lloyd could select from what is pop- 
ularly called Christendom, should undertake to real- 
ize as much as six per cent on it, they would find it 
what the late Gov. William Allen of Ohio said the 
Republican idea of specie resumption would prove— 
i. e., “A dam flat failure." i 

It seems to me self-evident that the only communi- 
ity in which such a theory could be materialized 
would be a community of individuals of perfect wis- 
dom. And even in such a community J. Wm. Lloyd’s 
ideal would hav several superfluities in its details. In 
such a community there would be no occasion for 
agreement to the “two things.” For mutual respect 
would be a necessary consequence of the mental de- 
velopment, and there could be no “disputes to re- 
fer" Furthermore, it would be impossible for the 
* groups" to elect their “ wisest and justest men” to 
be their council, etc., for there could be no wisest or 
justest. In short, such a community, no matter how 
large or how small, individually and collectivly wouid 
always think, speak, and act just exactly right; so 


that perfect welfare, perfect harmony —in fine, perfect - 
satisfaction— would always prevail. But it is highly 
probable that several administrations will come and . 
go in these United States before there will be found : 
a single individual qualified to even form a nucleus 
for such a community of wisdom and virtue as I hav 
here supposed. And it is not best to wait for such a 
community, for, as I hav shown, J. Wm. Lloyd's 
specifications would not fit, but would be entirely su- 
perfluous for them. Let J. Wm. Lloyd, or anybody 
else, take these men as they are, and attempt to realize 
even on one point—and the easiest point of his code 
—i. e., to select its “ wisest and justest men by unani- 
mous consent! I think J. Wm. Lloyd will better 
appreciate the difficulty of such a selection if he will 
get ten or a dozen of his friends to write the names 
of three or four persons in his neighborhood whom 
they regard as “the wisest and justest," and see how 
they will agree and disagree. 

I once heard of a caucus meeting where the wisest 
and justest men present were elected chairman and 
secretary—but they were the only persons present ; 
and even then the secretary was mad because he was 
not made chairman ! 

But to skip back a little and catch on to a point 
near the beginning of * The Order of Anarchy.” It is 
there recorded that “Anarchists are men who reject 
all political headship or rulership, all government of 
man by man as such; all authority outside of the 
natural laws of harmony. They hold that every sane, 
non-criminal individual of right is, or should be, free 
from all dictation or domination by other individuals 
x ow In practice the Anarchists claim this model — 
state of ‘things will be best realized by giving each 
individual perfect freedom to do what he or she 
pleases, provided that pursuit of pleasure does not 
lead to the infringement of the equal freedom af 
others.” And the last sentence is the whole of. the 
meat in a nutshell. And it may be condensed to this: 
the most perfect liberty consistent with the equal 
liberty of others. And is not this, is not all of this, 
just what “we, the people” of the United States, 
through our democratic or republican (for the words 
are identical in meaning, though the parties by these 
respectiv names are somewhat different) form of gov- 
ernment are trying to realize? This government is 
by the people, and for the people, and all its officers 
are the servants and agents of the people. I am 
aware that in many places the shoe is entirely too . 
large, while in as many others it pinches. But I. 
think this is necessarily so in consequence of the 
large size and peculiar and ever-changing condition . 
of the foot. Among our people there is the widest 
possible range of intellectual, moral, and physical . 
development. Consequently most of our laws and 
regulations are necessarily more or less compro- 
mises, and are entirely satisfactory, or perfectly just, 
to but few—except when applied to them as members 
of this particular conglomerate commonwealth, Then, 
I think they are perfection! Yes, perfection, because 
the inevitable, necessary result of their antecedents, 
and consequently best fitted to the existing character 
and condition of the people. ‘ Whatever is, is right,” 
because it is the necessary product of the law of . 
cause and effect. And the “is” cannot be changed 
without changing the cause. True, by agitation 
J. Wm. Lloyd may change it. But he never can 
divide the people of this country up into “groups” . 
that will “elect their wisest and justest men to office 
by unanimous consent,” for : 


"Tis with our judgments as our watches; non: 
Are just alike, yet each believes his own. 


I think the remedy for ail the evils that exist 
under our form of government, and the only remedy, 
must be worked out through the improvement of the 
mental and physical condition of the people. As 
they now are, one might as well expect to make 
wholesome and palatable sausage by stuffing good . 
meat into uncleaned and unemptied entrails, as to in- 
stitute a form of government, or pass and administer 
a code of laws, that would make all classes prosperous 
and happy. Now, the wiser, wealthier, and so-called 
better classes complain that the ringsters and bum- 
mers manage and control the caucuses and elections, 
and they are too pure to take a hand; and the ring- 
sters, and bummers, and all those that get left, com- 
plain that the wise and the rich corrupt and buy the 
officers, and so hav things their own way. And both 
sides tell a good deal of truth, and both are equally 
to blame for the result—the one for selecting cor- 
ruptible officers, and the other for failing to lend 
their influence where it might, in a measure at least, 
hav prevented evil by securing a higher grade of 
officers. 

I heard a story of a middle-aged, rich, and shrewd 
Republican who, in his younger days, had taken 
great interest and wielded great influence in politics ` 
in behalf of his party, so much that he had fre- 
quently secured a Republican legislature in his 
closely-contested state. After he retired from pol- 
itics, it was noticed that, though still an outspoken 
Republican, he seemed to hav his own way with the 
Democratic legislatures. Being asked why he did 
not work for his party as of old, he replied, “My 
experience has taught me that it is a d d sight 
easier, cheaper; and safer to buy a Democratic 


- ribs. 
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legislature in this state than itis to elect a Repub- 
lican one, especially as even they frequently hav to 
be bought after they are elected.” 

And how are the people to be so improved that the 
evils complained of will cease? Ask any intelligent, 


_ successful breeder of cattle who does not now fail 


once in & hundred times to breed a well and evenly 
conditioned steer or pig. And things, under the law 
of the survival of the fittest, are working at both 
ends to force attention to this matter—at the foot, 
in the suffering of the ill-formed and ill-favored; 
and at the head, in the multiform dangers threat- 
ened them by these illformed and illfavored; so 


- : that, in very self-defense, the favored class are obliged 


to giv the ill-favored some care and attention. This 
matter will be attended to more and more as wisdom 
prevails. I might go into details, but I am conscious 
that my article is already too long. Cyrus Szans. 

Pitt, Ohio. 


eoero 
Theological Jugglery. 


The God of the Bible was an adept at jugglery. 
He began business by the most wonderful piece of 
legerdemain ever heard of in the history of the world, 
for he created the universe either out of himself or 
out of nothing. What is nothing? It is merely the 
absence of something, and most people will be ready 
to admit that that is a rather poor substance out of 
which to create and fling into space a world, and the 


‘innumerable stars and planets that stud the universe. 


But for Jahveh, or Elohim, the God or Gods of 
the Bible, to create the universe of himself, or them- 
selvs, would be equally difficult. To create means 
to originate substance, but if God always was in 
existence, and he created the universe out of him- 


. self, there would be no origination of substance, but 


only a prolongation of himself. But as he was every- 
where before he began to create, it would be mere 
jugglery to try and place something somewhere when 
there was nowhere to place it, everywhere being 
already filled up. . 

But Jahveh, having made the world, the suns, and 


__stars out of nothing, found that he had used up all 


the nothing before he came to make man. He then 
had to begin again with the old material. 

Man he made out of the dust of the earth. Now, 
dust of itself has no cohesiv properties; it will not 
stick together unless some liquid is brought to bear 
upon it. And what is wet dust but mud? 


virtually enterged from the gutter. God could not 
hav gone much lower than that in the manufacture of 
man. Woman God made out of one of Adam's spare 
How many ribs has woman?  Precisely the 
same number? Therefore when God first juggled 
Adam into existence, either Adam must hav had thir- 
teen ribs on one side and only twelve on the other, 


.or when one was extracted he must hav gone lop-sided 


ever after. 

The theologians, being naturally intellectual jug- 
glers, can accept which position they like, or, as’ is 
more likely, both at once. But not only was Jahveh 
a juggler, but all his representativs on earth hav 
been so, too, from Moses downward. 

Take Moses. He conjured with his rod, and 
turned water into blood, killed a number of inoffensiv 
animals over several times, turned dirt into lice, and 
performed a number of other barbarous and filthy 
tricks which no modern conjurer would attempt to 
perform. He also did a splendid trick when he 
divided the Red Sea to allow the Israelites to cross 
in safety when pursued by the Egyptians, and calmly 
waited until the last small boy had safely landed on 
the other side before he let the waters return to sub- 
merge the poor, ill-used Egyptians. Joshua, too, 
pretended to do an extraordinary piece of legerde- 
main in commanding the sun to stand still—though 
everybody now knows that, so far as this earth is 
concerned, it does not move. 

Then, there was Samson, of long-hair celebrity— 


` was not his conjuring with the jaw-bone of an ass 
: astounding? 


The learned revisers of the Bible now 
say that it was merely a metaphorical jaw-bone. 
What is that? I hav heard of people under the 
influence of poetry dying of rapture; and perhaps a 
poetical jawbone may hav the same kind of effect on 
those who come under its influence. 

But if the feat with the jawbone is to be under- 
stood metaphorically, are we to understand Samson’s 
encounter with the lion in the same sense? And 
what shall be said of Samson’s last and greatest feat, 
viz., pulling down the great arena in which his ene- 
mies had brought him in his blind, hairless, and hu- 
miliated condition to mock at and torture him? 
Shall we say that he “brought down the house with 
applause,” as though we were speaking of Mr. Irving 
after he had played Louis XL? Or must we regard 
the event as literally true? 

Again. Both Elijah and Elisha were conjurers. 
One got his garments filled with wind and ascended 
like a balloon and then mysteriously disappeared ; 
the other lay upon the poor Shunamite’s dead son, 
“put his mouth upon his mouth, his eyes upon his 
eyes, and his hands upon his hands, and he stretched 
himself upon the child and the flesh of the child 


Man | 
therefore was conjured into form out of mud. He} 


waxed warm. Then he returned and walked in -the 
house to and fro, and went up and stretched him- 
self upon him, and the child sneezed seven times, 
and the child opened his eyes” (2 Kings iv, 34, 35). 
This looks like a. consummate piece of jugglery. 


And so I might go on and say the same of all the 


miracles in the Bible, whether narrated in the Old or 
New Testament. 
cles must be regarded as impossible; and I know not 
who.is the more to blame, the pretended workers of 
miracles or those who deliberately recorded them to 
deceive the credulous in all the countries of the 
world. 


In view of modern science, mira- 


AnvHuus B. Moss. 


Powderly—Communism. 
All at once it seems to hav dawned upon the edi- 


torial mind of the conservativ press that General 
Master Workman Powderly, in his educational pro- 
cess with the workingman, is given over to Commun- 
ism ! 


How elementary instruction, in & new departure 


from the established, could avoid the well-defined 
common-sense tracks of the modern teachers of 
sociology, in preparing the common mind for the 
new social and industrials relations sought to take 
the place of the despotic past and present, is a ques- 


tion to be discussed on the affirmativ side from the 
strictly conservativ standpoint, and sustained by such 


like arguments as force suggests—deputy sheriffs, 
policemen, infantry, cavalry, and artillery, fetching 
in their lumbering train such verdicts as outrageous 
fines, imprisonments, and possibly deaths from sub- 


orned juries and befouled judges. 

Of course, Powderly is Communistic, Socialistic, 
Nihilistic, radicalistic, Anarchistic—his huge craft 
floundering and straining among the vexed tides in a 
perfect archipelago of Scyllas, Charybdises, and 
Maelstroms. But mind you his ship is stanch, his 
sails snugly furled, his cordage hauled all taut, his 
pumps handled by strong arms, his compass perfect; 
and his quadrant at all times reliable. And don’t you 
forget it. . 

As late editor of the National Socialist, a weekly 
paper, now defunct, published some six years ago at 
Cincinnati, Ohio, I ought to be regarded, in a degree, 
as authority in discussing the Platform and Declara- 
tion of Principles of the K. of L. Order. And, 
pointing to the seven last paragraphs of the plat- 
form, I say they embody almost all that the Social- 
ists demand in their reorganization of society. But, 
say many, Socialism is not Communism. Perhaps 
not, I reply. Neither is it Nihilism, nor yet Anarch- 


ism, but all of them are classed in the dynamite- 
bomb-throwing category, and are spoken of by people 
unintelligent in such matters as deserving of being 


dumped in the same unsavory cesspool of reprobation. 
To-be able to clearly point out the distinctiv differ- 
ence in the vilified -isms now antagonizing society 
would involve a very different line of reading than is 
found in the general newspapers of the day, but 
which, if read, would go far to show how much all 
of them were indebted to the same inspiration for 
their being. 
Let the K. of L. beware of the satanic press, whose 
business will be to entangle the leaders during the 


incipient stages of organizing. We all know the 
tendency in debate to take exceptions to new pro- 
posals. 


To do so is incident to assemblages of 
ardent men under the inspiration of a great idea, and 


bickerings are unavoidable, and can be rendered 
harmless only by a determined spirit of concession. 


While editing the paper spoken of above I at all 
times found myself in conflict withthe Tartar element, 
fellows who spoke of the necessity of force, the in- 
dividual ownership of arms, and the need of martial 
disciplin and drill to meet emergencies. And who 
knows how near they aimed at the ultimate needs? 
I was, however, and am still, a believer in the omnip- 
otence of the American method, maintaining that it 
will be time enough to discuss force when capitalism 
seeks by legislation, judicial interference, or armed 
intervention to abate the potencies of the ballot-box. 


In season and out of season I rebuked the Tartars, 


denouncing them as Richard speaks of Richmond’s 
army, 
7 Whom their o’ercloyed country vomits forth 
To desperate adventures and destruction. 

The more clamorous of the Tartars were Germans, 
fellows who had deserted faderland to escape Bis- 
marck, running from where they could achieve liberty 
only by hard knocks to a land where the ballot-box 
offered the wise arbitration of votes to right political 
wrongs. So much impressed was I at one time, when 
an outbreak seemed imminent in the city of Chicago, 
that I wrote to the governor of the state giving him 
to understand the facts that whatever of abuse of 
citizenship by the Socialists. was apparent, the Eng- 
lish-speaking section was to be relied on as American 
in their methods. 

Now, after the ordeal Chicago has just passed 
through, not one of the English-speaking section 
figures among the disturbers of the peace. It is true 
A. R. Parsons belonged to the English-speaking sec- 
tion, but he had withdrawn to the German section, 
finding more congenial fellowship for his turbulent 
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nature. And yet we all liked Parsons; he was an 
eloquent speaker and ardent partisan. 


I daily scanned the reports from Chicago during 


the troublous days, and not one of my old comrades 
appeared on the black list. 
Socialists now, however, than am I. 


They are none the less 


Let but the great organization, the Knights of 


Labor, gain the political ascendancy, legitimately 
secured, and all disturbing -isms in America, finding 
justice, will become harmless as Hybla bees. 


All that is wanting to make the demand of the 


K. of L. Socialism pure and undefiled is the consoli- 
dation of the land from individual ownership of the 
acres into mere occupancy, with reserved claims to 
occupants already in possession, a claim which 
passes with the succeeding generation ; so placing all 
citizens on a square footing, the land, by purchase, 
passing into the hands of the government, to be held 
in perpetuity for the use of its citizens. 


Socialism holds and cherishes as a sacred truth 


that the land is not a marketable commodity any 
more than is man. 


There is no concealing the fact that the worker 


has at last discovered that capital in individual 
hands is but accumulations, more or less, of with- 
held wages. 


The large majority of men hav not the faculty of 
amassing wealth, and, so knowing, the awakened 
spirit of justice demands that the aggregate of profits 


from all work, in order to be reached without interest- 
bearing bonds, mortgages, or any of the oppressiv 
appliances of greed backed by law, should hav a 


stable, radiating center—the government. In our 
present financial arrangements ciyilization is ob- 
structed, while the distributions to the working-man, 
by whom all wealth comes, is dishonest and alto- 
gether inadequate—heartless, indeed, and brutal. 

A crisis is impending, deputy-marshals, policemen, 
infantry, cavalry, and artillery to the contrary not- 
withstanding. Bismarck is but a will-o’-the-wisp, 
the czar a figment. To the government of Canada 
we say, Put up thy dagger, fisherman. The Ulster 
patriots even are but as drops in the bucket. All 
old things are passing away, hurling in their tornado 
passage venerable customs, puerilities of ancient 
political economics, Dugald Stewarts, Malthuses, and 
college traditions. ` Nihilism, as far as the past is 
concerned, will triumph—that is, the past will bendhit. 

The sticklers of society may see “assertions but no 
arguments” in my words. But really, now, is it not 
more likely that the past was wrong than that the 
present errs in its views of human government? If 
not, then is there nothing in human experience. 
The fathers were wise in their generation, no more. 
The world has cast aside the assurance, so liberally 
dispensed by the mythologies, Christian and pagan, 
giving them but a derisiv smile when obtruding 
themselvs upon the attention. 

It is not the Socialist that sticklers for the estab- 
lished hav to dread ; the individual can be managed. 
It is in Socialism, which, like Milton’s angels, cannot 
put by annihilation die, that the deathless foe of 
unjust society is to be found. J. M. 

Le Roy, N. Y. 

tO 
Where Paine’s Ashes Rest. 
From the New York World. 

Within the green and flower-bedecked realm of 

Orange, way-up on the hills of New Jersey, there livs a 


little, hazel-eyed woman named Mrs. S. Stanton, who 


is a relativ of the well-known Cobbett, who, in 1835, 
removed Thomas Paine’s body to Liverpool, Eng- 
land, and allowed his bones to moulder in the grave 
of an English churchyard. Mrs. Stanton told the 
World reporter who interviewed her this morning 
of her knowledge of the story. 

“The story told by the World is true,” she began. 
“ Poor Paine's body now lies in a British tomb, and 
I hope his bones will hav peaceful rest at last. I 
wish you had time and opportunity to see Mr. Cob- 
bett’s niece at Philadelphia. She could tell you the 
story far better than I can, with only the fragments 
at command. 

“ History has already told the world who and what 
Paine was. I can only speak in reverence of his 
name. But, in touching this subject, and in allud- 
ing to the removal of the noted Liberals bones to 
England, I hope you will state that they were borne 
just as tenderly from Mr. Cobbett’s home at Farn- 
ham to the Liverpool churchyard, where they now 
lie, as were ever carried the remains of the greatest 
Christian in the land. My heart bleeds to think that 
a disrespectful word should be uttered regarding 
Paine's remains. In his vagaries there was a pleas- 
ing vein of sympathy; a wealth of golden thought 
crowned all his utterances, and I, believing so truly 
in the integrity of his nature, cannot allow the op- 
portunity to pass without speaking in his praise. 
The bones of the celebrated Infidel were taken to 
England by Cobbett and placed in an appropriate 
tomb. They should hav been laid in a receiving 
vault, and then a monument to his memory be erected 
beside the sepulcher. His works liv after him, and - 
the kindness of his great and noble heart has been 
the keynote to many songs of praise.” 
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New Jersey and Her Laws. 


The constitution and the statutes of New Jersey 
seem to conflict, and it is for the New Jersey courts 
to say which is valid. In Article I. of the Constitu- 
tion adopted in 1844, the following is affirmed : 

** Sec. 4. No person shall be denied the enjoyment of any 
civil right merely on account of his religious principles. 

* Bec. 5. Every person may freely speak, write, and pub- 
lish his sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for the 
abuse of that right. No law shall be passed to restrain or 
abridge the liberty of speech or of the press.” 

But among the crimes enumerated is one called 
blasphemy, which is borne upon by the following 
statute : 

** If any person. shall wilfully blaspheme the holy name of 
God, by denying, cursing, or contumeliously reproaching his 
being or providence, or by cursing or contumeliously re- 
prouching Jesus Christ or the Holy Ghost, or the Christian 
religion or the holy word of God (that is, the canonical 
seriptures contained in the books of the Old and New Testa- 
ments), or Uy profane scoffing at or exposing them, or any of 
them, to contempt and ridicule, then every person so offend- 
ing shall, on conviction thereof, be punished by a fine, not 
exceeding two hundred dollars, or imprisonment at hard 
labor not exceeding twelve months, or both.” 

Between the broad guarantee of the constitution 
that every man in New Jersey shall hav the right to 
freely speak his sentiments upon all subjects, and the 
narrow limitations of this statute there is inevitable 
conflict, and that conflict just now promises to be 
waged around the person of our friend Reynolds, 
with the state prison in the background if he be de- 
feated. “Every person may freely speak, write, and 
publish his sentiments on all subjects; and no law 
shall be passed to restrain or abridge the liberty of 
speech or of the press." So said the framers of New 
Jersey's constitution, which is the fundamental law 
of the state. “If any person shall expose the canon- 
ical books of the Old and New Testament, or any of 
them, to contempt and ridicule, then every person so 
offending shall be fined or imprisoned at hard labor." 
So said the bucolie Solons who met at Trenton to 
adulate their deity. “ AIL" in New Jersey, does not 

“mean everyone, the whole. It means some, a few, as 
many as we hav a mind to allow, and the constitu- 
tion should be changed to read that *every person 
may freely speak his sentiments upon such subjects 
as we, the Christians, children of God and inheritors 
of the earth, are graciously pleased to permit." 'That 
is what the statute against blasphemy means, and it 
is well known that state statutes ought to agree with 
State constitutions. 

But this is not all of New Jersey’s inconsistency. 
The common law of the state in regard to witnesses, 
as formulated by Nixon’s Digest (from 1709 to 1868, 
4th ed.) is this: 

** Persons not of the Christian religion may be sworn ac- 
cording to the ceremonies of their religion, as a Mohammedan 
on the Koran, etc. But unless the person believes there is a 
God who will punish him if he swears falsely, he cannot be 
admitted as a witness.” 

Nixon givs no law as his authority, neither does he 
cite the cases upon which this is presumably based. 


His “law,” therefore, we presume, is a survival of old 
English practice, as incongruous in this century as 
would appear the dress of the people of England of 
three hundred years ago. But the statute law upon 
swearing, affirmation, and declaration of witnesses is 
very explicit.’ The Revised Statutes of New Jersey, 
published in 1877, contain the following: 


“ 96. That every person who shall be permitted or required 
to take an oath in any case where by law an oath is allowed 
or required, and who shall allege that he or she is conscien- 
tiously scrupulous of taking an oath, shall, instead of the 
form of the oath, be permitted to make his or her solemn 
affirmation or declaration; and if such person shall choose 


to affirm, it shall be in words following, to wit: 
[13 I, 
affirm. 


the words following, to wit: i 
«T, , do declare, in the presence of almighty God, 
the witness of the truth of what I say. RN 
* Either of which forms shall be as good and effectual in 


omitted. 


and administer the affirmation or declaration -aforesaid, 


Son as aforesaid. 


pose is or shall be made in such act. 


conscientiously scrupulous” (Ibid). 


_The difference between Nixon’s Digest and the 
statute law is apparent. The one shuts out Free- 
thinkers, the other compels officials to take the affir- 
mation of all who hav conscientious scruples against 
taking the oath. If it is not a conscientious scruple 
which prevents an Atheist from swearing by a God 
in whom he does not believe, or a Theist from swear- 
ing on a book which he regards as injurious in its 
teaching, we know not what the feeling may be 
called. Criminals in New Jersey may freely testify, 
but upright and conscientious Freethinkers may not. 
Great is New Jersey, and the kingdom of God shall 
be hers ! 

But New Jersey is consistent in one thing. As 
she takes her law as to the competency of witnesses 
from the practice of the English courts of a century 
or two ago, so does she get her blasphemy law, 
almost verbatim, from the statutes of the New Eng- 
land provinces. One of the earliest of Massachu- 
setts’ laws was upon the subject of blasphemy, the 
third and nineteenth sections of which read as follows 


** Sgo. 8. If any person within this jurisdiction, whether 
Christian or pagan, shall wittingly and willingly presume to 
blaspheme the holy name of God, Father, Son, or Holy 
Ghost, with direct, express, presumptuous, or high-handed 
blasphemy, either by wilful or obstinate denying the true 
God, or his creation, or government of the world, or shall 
curse God in like manner, or reproach the holy religion of 
God, as if it were but a politic device, to keep ignorant men 
in awe; or shall utter any other kind of blasphemy of the 
like nature and degree, they shall be put to death, Levit. 
xxi, 15, 16. 

‘“‘Sxo. 19. Albeit faith benot wrought by the sword, but by 
the word; and therefore such pagan Indians as hav sub- 
mitted themselvs to our government, though we would not 
neglect any due helps to bring them on to grace and to the 
means of it; yet we compel them not to the Christian faith, 
nor to the profession of it, either by force of arms, or by 
penal laws: nevertheless, seeing the blaspheming of the true 
God cannot be excused by any ignorance or infirmity of hu- 
man nature, the eternal power and Godhead being known by 
the light of natnre, and the creation of the world; and com- 
mon reason requireth every state and society of men to be 
more careful of preventing the dishonor and contempt of the 
most high God (in whom we all consist) than of any mortal 
princes or magistrates; it is therefore ordered, and decreed 
by this court for the honor of the eternal God, who only we 
worship, and serve, that no person within this jurisdiction, 
whether Christian, or pagan, shall wittingly, and willingly 
presume to blaspheme his holy name, either by wilful, or 
obstinate denying the true God, or his creation, or govern- 
ment of the world, or shall curse God, or reproach the holy 
religion of God, as if it were but & public device to keep 
ignorant men in awe, nor shall uttter any other eminent kind 
of blasphemy of the like nature, and degree. If any person, 
or persons whatsoever within our jurisdiction shall break this 
law, they shall be put to death." 


In 1646 the penalty had shrunk to banishment, 


according to the law: 


‘Sro. 1. Although no human power be lord over the faith 
and consciences of men, yet because such as bring in damna- 
ble heresies, tending to the subversion of the Christian faith, 


, do solemnly, sincerely, and truly declare and 


** But, if such person shall choose to declare, it shall be in 


law as an oath taken in the usual form, in which affirmation 
or declaration the words, ‘So help me God, shall be 


** 27. That every person who is or shall be empowered or 
required to tender and administer an oath in the usual form 
shall be and hereby is empowered and required to tender 


when requested to that purpose by any such scrupulous per- 


“ That in all cases where, by any act of the legislature 
of this state now in force, or hereafter to: be made, an oath 
is or shall be allowed or required, the affirmation or declara- 
tion, in the form above prescribed, of any such scrupulous 
person as aforesaid, shall be allowed and taken instead of an 
oath in the usual form, although no provision for that pur- 


‘Every person must be sworn unless he alleges that he is 


and destruction of the souls of men, onght duly to be re- 
strained from such notorious impieties : 


“ It is therefore ordered and declared by the court; that if - 


any Christian within this jurisdiction, shall go about to sub- 
vert and destroy the Christian faith and religion, by broach- 
ing and maintaining any damnable heresies; as denying the 
immortality of the soul, or resurrection of the body, or any 
sin to be repented of in the regenerate, or any evil done by 
the outward man to be accounted sin, or denying that Christ 
gave himself a ransom for our sins, or shall affirm that we 
are not justified by his death and righteousness, but by the 
perfections of our own works, or shall deny the morality of 
the Fourth Commandment, or shall openly condemn or op- 
pose the baptizing of infants, or shall purposely depart the 
congregation at the administration of that ordinance, or 
shall deny the ordinance of magistracy, or their lawful au- 


thority, to make war, or to punish the outward breaches of: 


the first table, or shall endeavor to seduce others to any of 
the errors or heresies above mentioned; every such person 
continuing obstinate therein, after due means of conviction, 
shall be sentenced to banishment.” 


In 1697 the following “act against Atheism and 


blasphemy” was passed: : 

‘“ Be it declared and enacted by the lieutenant-governor, 
council and representativs, convened in general court or 
assembly, and it is enacted by the authority of the same, that 
if any person shall presume wilfully to blaspheme the holy 
name of God, Father, Son, or Holy Ghost, either by denying, 
cursing, or'reproaching the true God, his creation or govern- 


ment of the world, or by denying, cursing or reproaching the ' 


holy word of God, that is, the canonical scriptures con- 
tained in the books of the Old and New Testament, namely, 
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, 
Judges, Ruth, Samuel, Samuel, Kings, Kings, Chronicles, 
Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Job, Psalms, Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, The Song of Solomon, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lam- 
entations,. Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, 


Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, . 


Zechariah, Malachi, Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts, Ro- 
mans, Corinthians, Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Phi- 
lippians, Colossians, Thessalonians, Thessalonians, Timothy, 
Timothy, Titus, Philemon, Hebrews, James, Peter, Peter, 
John, John, John, Jude, Revelation, everyone so offending 


shall be punished by imprisonment, not exceeding six - 


months, and until they find sureties for the good behavior, 
by sitting in the pillory, by whipping, boring through the 
tongue with a red-hot iron, or sitting upon the gallows with 
a rope about their neck, at the discretion of the court of 
assize, and general gaol delivery, before which the trial shall 
be, according to the circumstances, which may aggravate or 
alleviate the offense. 

“ Provided, that no more than two of the forementioned 
punishments shall be inflicted for one and the same fact." 


In 1884, when Abner Kneeland was imprisoned 


for saying, ** Universalists believe in a god which I do ` 


not; but believe that their god, with his moral 
attributes (aside from nature itself), is nothing but a 
chimera of their own imagination," the law read as 
follows : 


“BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in. . 


General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, That 
if any person shall wilfully blaspheme the holy name of God, 
by denying, cursing, or contumeliously reproaching God, 
his creation, government or final judging of the world, or by 
cursing, or reproaching Jesus Christ, or the Holy Ghost. 
or by cursing or contumeliously reproaching the Holy 
Word of God, that is, the canonical scriptures, contained 
in the books of the Old and New Testaments, or expos- 
ing them, or any part of them, to contempt and ridicule; 
which books are as follows: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, Samuel, 
Samuel, Kings, Kings, Chronicles, Chronicles, Ezra, Ne- 
hemiah, Esther, Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, the 
Song of Solomon, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, 
Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Mica, Nahhum 
Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi, Mat- 
thew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts, Romans, Corinthians, Cor- 
inthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Thes- 
salonians, Thessalonians, Timothy, Timothy, Titus, Phile- 
mon, Hebrews, James, Peter, Peter, John, John, John, Jude, 
Revelations; every person so offending shall be punished by 
imprisonment not exceeding twelve months, by sitting in the 
pillory, by whipping, or by sitting on the gallows, with a 
rope about the neck, or binding to the good behavior, at the 
discretion of the Supreme Judicial Court before whom the 
conviction may be, according to the aggravation of the 
offense.” 


It will be observed that New Jersey has borrowed 
the phraseology of this law, omitting only the names 
of the books of the Bible and changing the punish- 
ment. In the enactment of her blasphemy law New 
Jersey jealously maintains her reputation of being 
about a century behind the age. In arresting Mr. 
Reynolds under this statute she vindicates her piety, 
and in legally defending the myth of the creation she 
shows the extent of her knowledge upon the scientific 
questions of the day. “Jersey justice” is to-day a 
synonym of legal injustice. If the Christians of 
Morris county succeed in imprisoning Mr. Reynolds, 
* Jersey justice” will still further be a term of re- 
proach. It is for the grand jury to say whether 
they will indict a man for taking advantage of the 
privilege guaranteed by New Jerseys constitution, 
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or whether by throwing the case out of court me 


will lift up their state to the plane of civilizatioñ. 


They well may ponder Professor Hunter's remark 
that blasphemy laws survive as a dangerous weapon 
in the hands of any fool or fanatic who likes to set 
them in motion. 

—_— tO 
The Methodist Mission Million. 

The Methodists of this country are straining every 
nerve, and pulling upon every possible string that 
reaches. the source of religious enthusiasm, to raise a 
million dollars for foreign missions. This sum could 
hardly be devoted to any other honest cause where, 
in our judgment, it would do less good. In the first 
;place, the inhabitants of so-called heathen countries 
hav a religion of their own, and in most cases it is 
superior to Christianity. Itis a superstition, to be 
sure, but they can gain nothing by exchanging it for 
another no better, if as good. 

. The plea popularly made is that the missionaries 
carry civilization with them to foreign lands. Why 
not, then, call it a Civilization Fund? That 
cannot be done because the claim would not hold 
water. We know little of the effects of Chris- 
tianity on the heathen. The reports of mis- 
sion work which the American isin the habit of read- 
ing are written by the missionaries. themselvs. It is 
only now and then that the heathen is called 
to the witness-stand, and when he is called, it is a 
very sorry indictment which he brings against the 
missionaries. There is at present in this country a 
high-caste Brahman, of India, Gopal Vinayak Joshee 
by name. He is lecturing upon the manners and 
customs of his people; and if the misguided persons 
‘who are sending money to convert the Brahmans 
could listen to his casual remarks on missionary work 
in India, they would receive both profit and enlight- 
enment. A few extracts from his lecture would not 
be out of place here. In an address delivered before 
the Manhattan Liberal Club last winter, and since 
published, he said, among other things: 

“ Ninety-nine per cent of the people. who contribute to 
support the so-called missionaries are entirely in the dark as 
to what they hav been doing in foreign lands. If they were 
to know one-hundredth part of the mischief done by mis- 
sionaries, they would stand aghast. For the last sixty years 
these missionaries hav been in league with all the political 
and commercial parties. I hav been with them for the past 
‘twenty-two years. The more I look into their characters, 
the darker is the dye that stains them. They hav been brib- 
ing men to embrace Christianity. I was & boy of twelve 
when I first came in contact with a missionary. Our parents 
told us not to go near him; he would, however, force his 
presence upon us, and distribute some tracts, which our 
parents generally described as sinful. He stood at one of 
the corners of the street, and preached about God’s only be- 
gotten son and salvation, and wo all laughed at him as if he 
were a madman or an idiot. He distributed sweets among 
the boys and girls, and thus tried to get a hearing. In the 
course of time he seduced one or two young men and made 
them Christians. We, therefore, called him a man-catcher. 
He afterwards secured the good influence of two revenue 
officers, which converted our laughter into silence. Thus, 
my dear friends, sweets, money, force; and influence en- 
trapped and waylaid the needy. We saw mission- 
aries indulge in drinking. Nations borrow vices more read- 
ily than virtues. Our people, therefore, took to drinking and 
brothels, in spite of religious injunctions to the contrary. 
This, in part, is what we hav derived from your religious 
teachers. 

** One day I was reading my lesson to the lady [a mission- 
ary's wife], when she interrupted me, saying, * Gopal [that 
is my name], my husband works very hard, but finds no one 
to baptize. Many promis, butnone come forward. If he 
does not get one to baptize in à ort time he will be broken 
in health, and go mad.’ What do you think must hav been 
my reply to this importunity? I sincerely felt for her and 
her husband. I offered myself for baptism, if that would 
satisfy their minds, but on one condition—that it should not 
be made public. This conditional baptism was not to their 
taste. They wanted to baptize me openly, and then fill 
columns of papers with the result of their strenuous efforts 
and labors in the cause of religion, that they might gct addi- 
tion to their salaries and some titles to their names. 

“ In this country they circulate absurd stories about my 
country. They report that Hindoo mothers throw their 
babes into the Ganges. They, report that men sacrifice them- 
selvs before Juggernaut. They say that women are tortured 
and put to death. They report that the heathen know no 
God; they are ignorant, superstitious, and idolatrous. This 
is all false. The missionaries fabricate stories in order to 
raise funds in their own countries for their support in for- 
eign lands. They do not work, but liv like potentates, sur- 
rounded by luxuries and comforts. We do not envy them, 
but let them not misrepresent facts and tamper with our 
religion; let them not persecute those who bring to light 
their wrong doings. 

“The missionaries hav set children against parents, 
brothers against brothers, and husbands against wives and 
vice versa. Converts are deadly enemies of their own coun- 
trymen. Missionaries hay employed outlaws to break Hin- 


doo idols. $E hav influenced judges to hear cases for dis- 
solution of marriages on the plea that, ‘My husband is too 
old; he is suffering from consumption. I was mated to him 
against my will. ” 

Speaking of one missionary with. whom he was 
acquainted, the lecturer said: “He had been work- 
ing in the field for ten years without converting a 
single soul to Christianity.” It would seem to be 
the duty of those interested in foreign missions to 
inquire into the truth of these charges before send- 
ing more missionaries, at least to India. And there 
is no reason to doubt that what is true of mission- 
aries in India is true of missionaries in China, Japan, 
and elsewhere. Addressing the mission enthu- 
siasts of his day, Christ is reported to hav said: 
“Ye compass land and sea to make one proselyte, 
and when he is made ye make him twofold more the 
child of hell than yourselvs.” Mr. Joshee’s testi- 
mony in the last. paragraph which we hav quoted 
seems to point to a similar state of facts with regard 
to the missionaries: of to-day. 

This million dollars ought not to be raised and 
devoted to the purpose in view. . The better uses to 
which such a sum could be put are almost innumer- 
able. 
plished by sending a few hundred religious enthu- 
siasts out of this country will be scarcely appreciable 
here, and will be much overbalanced by the delete- |: 


rious effects produced elsewhere. . 
-e 


Opposed to Education. 

The remark of the Rev. Patrick F. McSweeny, in a 
late issue of the Catholic World, that “secular in- 
struction is no doubt useful and perhaps necessar y, 
especially in a republic," givs a hint as to the place all 
Catholics occupy regarding education. “Secular in- 
struction,” of course, includes all mental training ex- 
cept that afforded by religious teachings. 

For one reason it is a pleasure, comparativly, to 
deal with Catholic theologians and their ideas. This 
reason is that with the opinion of one on a religious 
subject ascertained, the opinions of the others, and of 
the church as a whole, is no longer uncertain. They 
all think through the same quill. Not a papist in the 
world favors more than. enough education to make a 
Catholic. The Romanist regards even national pros- 
perity as more than a doubtful blessing. Father 
Lambert, in his “Notes on Ingersoll” voices the 
doctrin of the whole body to which he belongs when 
he says that “prosperity leads to decay, national, in- 
dividual, intellectual, moral, and physical.” This 
view is held by the church because it has been found 
that the church thrives best when times are hard. It 
is healthiest during a pestilence, and waxes fat on 
famin. All other hope gone, the dupe of supersti- 
tion appeals to his priest, who, with equal pleasure, 
administers the last sacrament or takes the last cent. 
It is because the church is the foe of human interests 
that she regards prosperity as an evil. 

The latest deliverance on the education question is 
from the Dublin Zieview, a Catholic organ of high 
authority. 'The editor, speaking of the advantages 
of ignorance, says: - 

* We are very far from meaning that ignorance is the 
Catholic youth's best preservativ against intellectual danger, 
but it is a very powerful one, nevertheless, and those who 
deny this are but inventing a theory in the very teeth of 
manifest facts. A Catholic destitute of intellectual tastcs, 
whether in a higher or a lower rank, may, probably enough, 
be tempted to idleness, frivolity, gambling, sensuality ; but 
in none but the very rarest cases will hc be tempted to that 
which, in the Catholic view, 7s an immeasurably greater 
calamity than any of these, or all put together—deliberate 
doubt of the truth of his religion.” 

Freethinkers hav always held, against the opposi- 
tion of the ill-informed, that the church is intrenched 
behind a breastwork of ignorance; and not alone is 
that true, but between disbelief and belief, as a de- 
fense for the latter, are all the vices which the 
Review enumerates. If a Catholic is tempted to- 
ward inquiry or doubt, or toward intellectual pur- 
suits, he is warned of his danger by the priest, who 
givs him these vices as a refuge, with the assurance 
that all of them together are an immeasurably less 
calamity than deliberate doubt of the truth of his 
religion. Without stopping to consider how much 
worth saving would be left of a person given over to 
idleness, frivolity, gambling, and sensuality, it must 
be admitted that if the Christian religion is true, the 
position of the Review is impregnable. It can mat- 
ter very little, in the face of eternity, what a man’s 
conduct may hav been during his brief stay upon 
earth, provided his belief has never faltered. And 
since that belief is endangered by education, the 


The amount of good which will be accom- 


Catholics’ conclusion that education is dangerous is 
altogether unassailable by any Christian. 

The only escape from this dilemma is an entire re- 
pudiation of the superstition called the Christian 
religion. That education is inimical to faith is as 
true as that light destroys darkness. Knowledge is" 
described by a circle, outside of which is the un- 


known, the domain of conjecture and belief; and we 


cannot enlarge our circle of knowledge without less- 
ening that outer domain. The more knowledge, 
therefore, the less belief. The question is whether 
we shall take the counsel of the Catholic church and 
contract that circle, or whether it shall go on forever 
widening with the growth of intelligence and Free- 
thought. There is but one answer to this question. 
The world has grown better only as it has grown 
wiser, and it is unreasonable to believe that that 
order will ever be reversed. 

The Catholic church to-day is the great enemy of 
education; and the enemy of education can only be- 
regarded as an enemy of human progress. 

OO ao 


Dorie the first part of the so-called Anarchist ‘‘ trial” at 
‘Chicago a witness named Gilmer testified that on the night 
‘of the Haymarket Square meeting he saw August Spies in an 
alley lighting a bomb. Last week a man named Krumm, 
‘who very much resembles Spies in personal appearance, 
came forward to explain that at the time mentioned by Gil- 
mer he was in the alley named, having resorted thither to 
get out of the wind and light his pipe. As far as the truth 
has been elicited, it seems to be that a crazy fellow named 
Schnaubelt lighted and threw the bomb, and that he is the 
only person directly responsible for the result. Schnaubelt is 
reported dead, a body supposed to be his having been found 
in the river at Erie, Pa. 


One of our writers, in another portion of the issue of this 
week, pays Mr. Terence V. Powderly some very high com- 
pliments. Mr. Powderly’s compass, he says, borrowing a 
simile from the sea, is perfect, and his quadrant at all times 
reliable. We are sorry that this is not so, but the fact is that 
it is not. Mr. Powderly once told Mr. E. A. Stevens that 
when the Catholic church told him to do one thing and the 
Knights of Labor told him to do another, he should obey the 
church. In a history of the order of which Mr Powderly is 
head, given in the Philadelphia Press of August ist, occurs 
this paragraph upon the religious attitude of the Knights : 

“The attitude of the Knights of Labor toward the church has 
been reverent and conciliatory. When Mr. Powderly was elected 
general master workman, before he would accept the trust he con- 
ferred with the Tate Archbishop McCloskey with the consent of the 
executiv board and laid bare the innermost objects of the order.” 

We contend, and cite the history of the Catholic church to 
support us, that the man whose compass in adjusted and 
whose quadrant is squared by that institution is the very 
worst possible navigator. And the workingmen of this 
country will find it out before many years. The church 
intends to keep the people under, and Mr. Powderly is but a 
tool in her hands. 


to ————— 
Cheer for Mr. Reynolds. 
Jonsrows, N. J., July 31, 1886. 

Friend Hxvworps, My Dear Sir: I see by to-day's papers 

that you hav been outrageously maltreated by the bigots of 

Boonton. It is the most outlandish thing that has happened 

for many a day, if the account in the New York World be 

true. If itis so, I hope you make a test-case out of it, as I 

think it time to know if we hav the right to think for our- 

selvs and express what we think. If you need assistance, 

the members of the Union will try and aid you all they can; 

we will do our part. All the members of the Union regret 

very much to hear of the outrage on you, but hope it will 

work for the good of the cause in the end. We say, Stick 

to them and show a good dd: and let every Liberal help 
pay the bill. 

All send kind regards to you and Mrs. Reynolds, and say, 

Fight for the right to the end. 

Yours, SamugL R. WETIIERILL, 
Sec. Jobstown Secular Union. 


PHILADELPHIA, August 5, 1886. 
Eorrog or Tug Truru Segxer: Please find inclosed $5 to 
help Reynolds in his fight for free speech in Boonton. The 
action of the Booth family will help to redeem that name. 
Very truly, E. M. Davis. 
Geo. Swrrz writes from Brisbane, in Queensland, Aus- 
tralia, to the National Reformer: ‘ Freethought matters in 
this city hav lately received an impetus, through the visit 
here of Dr. J. L. York from America. He has been deliver- 
ing lectures in the Academy of Music here every Sunday for 
over three months to crowded houses, the average audience 
being about a thousand persons. A Mr. H. A. Long, of 
Glasgow, also lately arrived here, and now advertises an 
‘ Anti-Infidel Campaign,’ and his intention of fighting and 
slaying that hydra ‘Infidelity... From what he has done so 
far, we are glad he is here, as he is doing our cause more 
good than the cause of Christ. He implies that he has de- 
bated with Mr. Bradlaugh, but we doubt it very much, as 
we cannot find any account of debates between him and our 
esteemed chief, Mr. Bradlaugh. A series of debates hav 
been arranged between Dr. York andMr. Long. After these 
debates Dr. York is to proceed on a lecturing tour through 
the northern parts of this colony. Before returning to 
America he will open up a lot of new ground, and it is 
hoped do much good in forming branch societies.” 
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deter from. friends. 


BABYLON, N. Y., Aug. 2, 1886. 
Mr. Epiror: Please appropriate the within $5 to the 
picture fund, and in case it lags let me know and I will re- 
spond. P. H. Foster. 


Dusnuonzr, Pa., July 28, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: Find inclosed $7—$5 for the Tent Fund and 
$2 for Tereora SEEKER illustrations: We are pleased to learn 
that the Congress will be held in New York. My wife and I 
will surely attend. W. Wurrriok. 


SuNLIGHr, Neg., July 21, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find 25 cents for the litho- 
graph of Charles Darwin. 

We hav taken Tue TRUTH SEEKER for a number of years, 
and cannot get along without it. The illustrations in the 
papers are just splendid. They speak volumes. They do 
more for Freethought than a great many lecturers do. We 
are going to hav five lectures delivered at Greenwood, 
Neb., in a very short time, by the Hon. J. E. Remsburg. 
We expect a treat when he comes such as one does not meet 
with every day. Thisisa good field for Freethought lect- 
ures, as there are a great number of skeptics here. 

T. E. SowERs. 


SurLPHUR Springs, Texas, July 24, E.m. 286. 
Mr. Eprror: In your paper of July 17th I think J. Wm. 
Lloyd “ hits the nail on the head” exactly in speaking of 
some Liberals (so called). They believe in Liberalism so far 
as it conforms strictly to their pet theories, but just let the 
opposition say a word and they are up in arms at once. I 
am often told by Liberal friends that I am too Liberal. Per- 
haps so; still, I go more on moral suasion than force. Ibe- 
lieve in force only to combat force. Mr. Lloyd has given my 
views fully, with the exception of being an Anarchist, which 
I am not, but a Communist, which I suppose some of the 
" bretherin'" count equally as bad. I hope more of the 

“t boys" will declare themselvs Liberals in the fullest sense. 
E. E. Park. 


LuxrNBURG, Mass., July 25, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: Giv my respects to your artist for the for- 
cible conception of the critters who hav done their work up 
to this day. The last illustration is a little too problematical. 
We may never see Catholicity and Protestantism in a death- 
grip, but rather see them billing and cooing in loving em- 
brace. 

The Protestant church is weak, and they will unite, and 
the war is to be fought on the line of Freethought, and free 
speech, and free press, and with great help from the Spirit- 
ualists, which hav been, and will be, our right, bower. 

«To hell with the pope!” sounds heroic to-day, but that 
won't be the tune fifty years hence. The Protestants should 
hav been as wary of Sunday-schools as has been the mother 
church.  Sunday-schools were laid hold of by the Protestant 
church as its sheet anchor, but the dry-rot seized it the day 
it inaugurated its first school to make church timber. 

My benediction upon all who labor for freedom of opinion 
on all subjects that interest the growth of man. 

A. H. Woop. 


Nationat Crry, Car., July 22, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $4.25. Please send me THE 
Troutn SEEKER and “Men, Women, and Gods,” by Miss 
Gardener. The 25 cents will giv the book a ‘‘ starter" for 
its destination. I read the paper carefully and am greatly 
pleased with it. Would like to see it double its circulation 
every year. Tell some of your speakers to come this way ; 
we will do the best we can to patronize them. Fine climate, 
excellent fruits, hospitable people, plenty of money. You 
know things are booming down this way., If there is a 
gentleman or lady among your readers who would like to liv 
where it never thunders and ‘lightens, never freezes, never 
snows, where you can wear your summer clothes in winter, 
and vice versa, in a land of sunshine and flowers, in a land of 
prosperity and abundance, tell them to come this way, and 
upon their arrival we will open up a keg of nails. I like the 
pictures and am ready to put up more to keep them going if 
necessary. There are many Liberals in this locality ; sky- 

pilots few and weak in the knees. Apa. N. Bourasss. 


Mrapow Brook Farms, Mass., August 1, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: Having just finished reading a-copy of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, I feel impelled to write you a brief letter, ex- 
pressing my appreciation of the same, and also my admira- 
tion of your indomitable courage and perseverance in editing 
and publishing a paper so pronounced in its views concern- 
ing ‘matters of religion, and other things of importance rela- 
tiv to the welfare of humanity.~ It seems to me that it must 
require not a little **nerve," situated as you are in the very 
hotbed of Romanism, to publish such a paper as Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER. I hav often wondered if you ever apprehended 
any bodily injury from that source. If you remember, his- 
tory tells us that the dangers which surrounded Henry IV. of 
France from the Catholics were such that, in order to protect 
himself from being assassinated, he followed the advice of 
his friends, abjured Protestantism, and apparently became 
converted to the Catholic faith. Oliver Cromwell, too, you 
recollect, on account of his religious views, wore an armor 
under his clothes, for fear of being assassinated. Ihope you 
may never be obliged to protect yourself in that way ; but 
when I read that letter from one of the ‘‘ Sisters" in the last 
TRUTH SEEKER, it occurred to me that something awful 
might happen to you should you persist in making light of 
the holy Catholic church. ‘‘To be forewarned is to be fore- 
armed," you know. But what a diabolieal invention of man 
is this so-called Christianity! For years did I bclieve in it, 


until my eyes and ears were open to light and reason. Yes, 
believed it, simply because taught to believe it by my pa- 
rents. My grandfather was deacon of a Congregational 
church up among the granit hills of old New Hampshire, 
and actually considered it a crime to open his mouth on the 
Sabbath day, unléss it was to offer up & benediction to the 
Almighty. My mother still retains that belief, and is grieved 
to think that her only child and daughter should be so in- 
different to the influence of orthodoxy. Well, thanks to my 
husband, and the first liberal paper I ever read—the Boston 
Investigator, which I first saw about three years since—I hav 
learned to think differently, and all those silly Bible stories 
taught me in my earlier days I hav ceased to believe, and I 
now look back upon my past religious life with absolute 
disgust. LiLLIAN ADELE SPENOER. 


HARNIBAL, Mo., August 3, 1886. 
Mz. Evrror: Brother J. K. Chesley and myself officiated, 
by request of the deceased, at the funeral of Mrs. Conrad, 
who died recently in this city. She was an old resident, a 
lady of more than ordinary intelligence, and the funeral was 
well attended by her Christian neighbors, especially the ladies. 
Brother Chesley gave a very interesting sketch of her life and 
progress out of Christianity into Liberalism, after which I 
read the first five sections and the eighth section in Dr. 
Ayres’s ‘‘Secular Funeral and Marriage Handbook." An 
impromptu choir, composed of Liberals, sang with good ef- 
fect several of the funeral hymns from the same valuable 
book, and at the grave I read Selection No. 16. All present 
listened with profound attention to those beautiful and ap- 
propriate passages, and many flattering comments hav since 
been made, even by the Christian ladies. Why do Liberals 
ever call on the clergy to bury their dead? If a necessity for 
such a thing ever existed, it has certainly passed away since 

the publication of Dr. Ayres’s book. F. H. Rav. 


WzrLAND, ONT., July 25, 1886. 

To rug READERS oF Tue Trura SEEKER, Dear Friends: 
I hav been a reader of THE Truta SEEKER for the last seven 
years, and now, at the age of fourscore years, when I find 
all my faculties are fast failing me, I wish to express my 
sense of obligation to the many able contributors to that 
paper, as having been very helpful to me in dispelling some 
of those ignorant and superstitious notions in which from 
infancy I had been trained to believe, and in their place to 
hav had my mind so far ‘enlightened as to be able to look 
upon things from a more scientific and truthful standpoint, 
having become better acquainted with nature and her laws. 
To die is as natural as to be born, and no more to be 
dreaded. Indeed, to old age, when your faculties are so 
worn out as to be unable to be useful to your friends and 
society, the ties to life become much loosened, and, like 
ripened fruit, you are ready to drop off; and it is a kind in- 
terposition of nature to relieve you of & burden you hav 
become less able to bear. I do not see anything in nature to 
lead to the belief that I shall hav less justice done me in the 
future than in the past. 

Ihav the kindliest of feeling toward all my Liberal and 
truth-seeking friends, and wish them to know it. 

Joan Ray. 


Osnxosn, Wis., July 23, 1886. 

‘Mr. Eprror: Many years ago, when the Erie Canal was 
in full blast, there was & very rough set of boatmen em- 
ployed on it, and it waa not a strange occurrence to see one 
boat’s crew jump ashore and fight another crew, just for the 
fun of it, and many of the men were noted for cursing by 
rule. Well, one Saturday afternoon a certain captain was 
on his way to Buffalo, and had arrived at a lock which was 
not ready for his boat, and the said captain commenced to 
swear by rule, and not only the lock-tender got it, but every- 
body in general. While the captain was so engaged, a 
preacher came riding along upon the highway road, which 
ran parallel with the towpath, and, hearing the captain 
using so much profanity, thought it his duty to get down 
and correct him. So, dismounting from his horse, he ap- 
proached the captain, and, touching him lightly on the 
Shoulder, said, ** Captain, where are you going?" “Why,” 
said the captain, “Iam going to Buffalo, by God! if I can 


get there.” *'No, you are not,” said the preacher; ‘‘ you 
are going to hell.” “Just my God-damned luck,” said the 
captain. ''But," continued he, addressing the preacher, 


“ where are you going?" ‘‘ I am going to Albany to preach 
for a friend of mine to-morrow.” *“ Pl bè damned if you 
are,” said the captain; ‘‘ you are going into that canal;” and, 
suiting the action to the word, he caught him by the collar 
of the coat and the bosom of his trousers and threw him in. 
By this time the lock was ready, and the captain went on 
his way, rejoicing that he had been instrumental in spread- 
ing the gospel. 

Monar.—1f this preacher had minded his own business he 
would not hav got wet. G. M. H. 


ManyviLLE, Mo., July 25, 285. 

Mr. Epiror : Once more a good Christian has gone straight 
to Jesus ?/z hemp. It is the case of Joe Jump, who was exe- 
cuted at Gallatin, Mo., Friday the 28d inst., for the murder 
of W.C. Gladson last December. The condemned man, hav- 
ing made “‘ his peace with the great judge," stepped boldly 
upon the scaffold, with the air of one who was conscious 
that he was going to pass from a world of trouble to one of 
eternal happiness. The criminal was, of course, accom- 
panied by his *‘ spiritual adviser,” Rev. W. W. Buchanan, 
who said, ‘‘ As far as spiritual counsel is concerned, the con- 
demned does not need that now. His preparation to meet 
his maker has been already made, and he is satisfied.” Be- 
fore starting heavenward, Jump confessed that he and his 
accessory, Smith—who is going to take the same route the 


Ou of August, and meet Jump in the New Jerusalem—were 


guilty or having killed Gladson.~ After this confession, 
Jump sang a song, in which he requested the audience to 
join. It was the good old song, “ Washed in the Blood of 
the Lamb.” 

After the song, the ‘‘ spiritual adviser” offered a prayer 
for the murderer’s soul; the murdered man, of course, was" 
forgotten. At the conclusion of the prayer, the murderer 
sang another song, “Is My Name Written There?” after 
which the doomed man was heard to say, * I am ready," and 
he forthwith started on his journey for the heavenly 
kingdom. 

According to the ‘‘ Christian scheme of salvation," Jump 
has repented, made his peace, been washed in the blood of 
the Lamb, and is now comfortably settled in Abraham's 
bosom, while his victim, not having had the advantages 
offered to Jump, is roasting in an orthodox hell. 

Well, Maryville has passed through a week's siege, known 
as the Sam Jones camp-meeting. A dozen speakers were 
present, the most of whom were fine orators; but last Sun- 
day was the day for the Rev. Psalm Jones, and about eight 
thousand people congregated on the fair-grounds for the sake 
of listening to a disconnected harang for an hour and a half. 

One week from to-day I go to Savannah, to meet Rev. Mr. 
Damon in debate on ** Genesis and Geology,” after which I 
start for the far West to grow up with the country. I hav 
the promis of some subscribers for THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
which I will try and secure before I leave. 

George H. Dawes. 


SPRINGVILLE, Uran, July 8, 1886. 

Mr. Enpitor: I cannot refrain from expressing the desire 
of my heart that Iam with you and all the noble men and 
women who are engaged in a work that is improving and 
benefiting humanity—assisting them to get out of bondage, 
to throw off priestcraft, and all others who oppress them. 

Ithink we hav some of the most intelligent writers for our 
TRUTH SEEKER that can be found in the world, and it should 
be in every home in our country; if not in all the world. | 

I feel anxious for others to see and read it, but the re- 
ligious class seem afraid of it and condemn it without inves- 
tigation, knowing that if they read it they must giv up their 
religion. As one said to me, a person who would read THE 
'TauTrE SEEKER would apostatize in less than a year. 

‘This Christianity here is the main thing in the way of get- 
ting subscribers. We must convert a person first from 
Christianity, and then we are not sure of his subscrib- 
ing. Those who care nothing for religion: are generally in- 
different in the matter, and so it is. But I shall continue to 
hunt, and may be successful sooner or later. I trust our old 
subscribers are all doing the best they can. Those belong- 
ing to churches dare not, with very few exceptions, publicly 
express their real opinions when they would be in our favor, 
fearing the power that rules over them. 

Tur TRUTH SEEKER is looked upon here by Christian peo- 
ple asa wicked paper that wants to destroy all religion. 
They can't see that it only wants to destroy frauds and 
shams. They don’t seem to want the truth unless it upholds 
their creed, and to apostatize is looked upon as a dreadful 
affair. Sono one is allowed to change his views unless he 
wants to go to sheol: 

Friend Putnam, I see by our paper, is ** marching.on” in 
his mission for the cause of Freethought, and doing all the 
good he can. I was truly glad to see him here, but regret 
that his visit was so short, which it had to be of necessity in 
order to giv all a chance to see and hear him. His lecture 
was splendid on ‘‘ Universal Mental Liberty.” We must do 
all the good we can and keep doing as long as we stay here. 
Our books and records will show who are the world’s bene- 
factors. We must hav our libraries and gather in the good 
books and preserve them for others to read. 

I send you another 50 cents to make upa dollar on the 
picture business (which to many speak louder than words), 
also 50 cents for the Bruno Monument Fund, which, to ac- 
commodate me, please see that the right man gets, and 


oblige Luxe Wm. GALLUP. 
MAYNARDVILLE, Tenn., July 26, 286. 
Mz. Eprror: The pictures, horrible! Horrible, sure 


enough, but not too much so to a Freethinker of an Infidel 
color. 'They do not represent the teachings of the clergy, 
and that old bundle of forgeries called the “Bible,” strong 
enough; for if the clergy, priestcraft, and the Bible teach 
realities, the pictures are mere shadows. Let those who be- 
lieve in an orthodox hell take a peep into it, and see the 
lurid, sulphurous flames of liquid fire dashing and splashing 
against the beach of the burning lake, and hear the screams 
of their fathers and mothers, brothers and sisters, and in- 
fants not a span long, and then ask themselvs if this is not 
horrible, and if the God of such is not horrible. 'This looks 
more like the work of a devil than of a God, and yet it is the 
best he could do for the human family. All this does not 
horrify a Freethinker, for he knows it is a lie; but let 4 man 
believe it and it is shocking and horrible in the extreme. 
Now I ask, Can a picture come anywhere near the reality? 
It is only at best a faint shadow. 

If hell-fire and brimstone are not hell-fire a and brimstone; 
and Christ giving two and one-half gallons of his blood for 
the redemption of sinners is not Christ giving two and one- 
half gallons of his blood for the redemption of sinners; and 
if jerking a murderer to heaven at the end of a rope is not 


‘Jerking a murderer to heaven at the end of a ropc—let the 


clergy and priests, and all believers in Christianity, come for- 
ward and say so, and confess, and quit teaching it. Then, 
and not till then, will Freethinkers quit the horrible pictures. 
It will not do to back out or be scared out; that would be 
acknowledging the corn. The picturcs are on a great mission, 
it seems, teaching the Christians the horrible stuff they are 
swallowing without thinking. No wonder it makes them 
sick. When they get well, they will be Freethinkers. 
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Now, my brother Freethinkers, you who oppose the car- 
toons on account of your Christian neighbors are very tender- 
footed. Are you not giving aid and favor to superstition, and 
wounding Freethought, in opposing the cartoons? This half- 
way, ** milk-and-cider," won't do for an Infidel. Lay aside 
every vestige of superstition, and come right up to the help 
of Freethought against superstition in every shape. Help is 
what we want; don't retard our progress. Show the pict- 
ures to your Christian neighbors, and if they say, ** Horri- 
ble!” and **Shocking!" ask them why believe the horrible 
things represented? Tell them to renounce it, and flee to 
the stronghold of Freethought and universal mental liberty. 
I ask you, my tender-footed brothers, to show one scratch of 
ihe pen or one stroke of the brush that goes beyond the 
teachings of priestcraft or Biblecraft. The cartoons are on a 
great mission, and are bound to accomplish great results. 

T. H. BUTOHER. 


West Union, O., Aug. 2, 286. 

Mr. Eprtor: Partly for amusement, but chiefly to inspire 
with enthusiasm the many laborers in the Liberal cause, per- 
mit me a brief indulgence in vanity, on account of the Infidel 
honor which is being conferred on the name of Beck through 
the columns of Tne TRUTH SExxEx. , 

First, there is W. A."Beck, secretary of the Secular Society 
at Mechanicsburg, Ill. I feel proud to find the name of Beck 
in this honorable connection, but the vanity which prompts 
this communication is born of the fact that J. F. Beck has 
lately had the audacity and egotism to duplicate himself in 
the far West, and appear as one of the contributors to the 
Campaign Fund of the American Secular Union upon the 
recent visit of our noble Putnam to Butte City, Montana, and 
also managed to receive honorable mention in said Putnam's 
* News and Notes," and all without my consent; hence the 
blame of all this audacity, vanity, and egotism must rest on 
J. F. Beck, of Butte City, Montana, even to the production 

_ of this letter, which would not hav been written if said J. F. 
Beck had not made himself so numerous. I, J. F. Beck, at 
this end of the line, write this communication only in hu- 
mility and self-defense, that I may not appear particeps crim. 
inis in this duplication of J. F. Beck, which was done wholly 
without my knowledge or consent. Neither do I wish to 
steal that widespread Infidel celebrity which I might acquire 
by seeming to stand with one foot at West Union, Ohio, and 
the other at Butte City, Montana, with the great Mississippi 
valley under my thumb, à la the Catholic cardinal in one of 
Heston's or John’s inimitable cartoons. However, I do not 
wish to ignominiously shield myself fromi such fame and 
honor as may be justly mine, hence beg the privilege of en- 
tering a plea of guilty to the few following counts—and the 

' list might be considerably extended: First, I am the J. F. 
Beck who recently sent a new subscriber to TuE TRUTH 
SEEKER to encourage the publisher to keep up those grand 
truth-telling cartoons, and I hope to send quite a number 
more this fall and winter. 
.of all matter in TuE TRUTH SEEKER signed J. F. Beck, up to 
date, so far as I know. Third, I am guilty of being the first 
mover in the grand Remsburg camp-meeting which was held 
here last fall, in which we- had five lectures by J. E. Rems- 
burg and two by C. Fannie Allyn; but in this good work I 
finally secured the assistance of about twenty-five brave 
helpers, first and nearest being Col. D. P. W. Eylar, of West 
Union, Ohio; and greatest in financial aid and unsurpassed 
in earnestness and enthusiasm were Virginia E. and Newton 
Vance, of Concord, Ky., and James H. Feurt, of Ports- 
mouth, Ohio, and others who did their parts nobly. Fourth 
count, I am guilty now of having just secured the engage- 
ment of Samuel P. Putnam for the last three evenings of 
September, and these same brave helpers who assisted last 
year are coming to the front again to help pay expenses, and 
to make a liberal contribution to the Campaign Fund of the 
American Secular Union. And there will be more recruits to 
join us this fall, and superstition will shrink back worse ap- 
palled than she was one year ago. We also want lecturers 
in the day-time, and desire to make this a three days’ camp- 
meeting, and hereby giv notice to any Liberal lecturer who 
expects to be traveling East or West about that time, and 
who could giv us a few lectures on low terms, that he should 
write to me at once and make an engagement. The meeting 
may possibly be put three days later, and occupy the first 
three days of October. 

Of all the above I am guilty, and much more; and now, 
hoping that if there are any more Liberal Becks on the 
planet, they may boldly come to the front through your 
paper, I shall close, lest you consign this production to that 
basket from whose waste no manuscript returns. 

J. F. Brox. 


RoonzsrER, N. Y., July 31, 1886. 

Mz. Epiror: Send me 50 or 100 of your last issue of TRE 
TRUTH SEEKER (Aug. 1). 

There are two tents here this summer besides the Salvation 
Army, working in the interests of Christianity with ‘‘ tem- 
perance” added, and what we need here is some such article 
as Mr. Peck’s, as well as your answers to the ‘‘Seven Ques- 
tions,” to set the young thinking and get their minds inter- 
ested on both sides of the subject. There are a few who 
claim to hav been habitual drunkards, and by the help of 
Jesus their appetite is all taken away. Others in their testi- 
mony rather giv this assertion away by saying that the sight 
of liquor or wine in bottles revives the desire and they hav to 
avoid the temptation. 

With the drunkard I do not care to argue. If he can liv 
free from drink, I am glad to see him do it. But he must 
exercise his will power and judgment (I do not see how he 
can avoid it) precisely the same as I do when I get off the 
railroad track when the train is approaching. I can under- 
stand that à boy is not likely to steal while he knows some 
one is watching him, and I think the help a drunkard gets is 


Second, I am guilty of authorship | 


something of this kind. There are three antidotes preached 
here for drunkenness or drunkards: Jesus, moral suasion, 
and Prohibition. If Jesus wasa sure remedy, the other two 
would be needless. Jesus has been tried pretty liberally 
here since Mr. Burdick commenced the temperance move- 
ment last fall; and out of those who- hav tried this remedy 
about one in fifty has remained temperate to this time, and 
as time passes the power of Jesus lessens. 

Then we hav the testimony of young converts to Chris- 
tianity, who hav never read the Bible to speak of, and who 
could not tell whether Moses was before or after David. So 
they are not converts through their reason or after a careful 
investigation of the Bible for and against. The extent of 
their knowledge is simply a belief in a God and devil, a hell 
and a heaven. 
their senses, and by some accident in their experience, 
coupled with the extent of their knowledge, they are led to 
believe they hav been serving the devil, and prefer an 
allegiance to the other side of deity. Hence they claim they 
hav given their heart to Jesus, and are guided by him. But, 
to look at it philosophically, we cannot understand how there 
can be any knowledge conveyed to the human mind without 
some physica] demonstration which the senses can recognize, 
as itis represented Paul had. We cannot exercise powers 
we do not possess, and we certainly hav not the power to 
obtain knowledge outside of our physical senses. We can 
exercise our imagination, but we cannot depend on it unless 
we hav experience. limagin an apple has seeds in it; I do 
not see them, but I hav had experience with other apples. I 
imagin I can dig & round hole in the water; experience, 
through my senses, teaches me I cannot. .Mr. Peck’s con- 
sideration of the historical and miraculousevidence of the New 
Testament is good, and I hope he will also hav something 
tosay about the philosophy Jesus taught. In the Sermon 
on the Mount there are different doctrins taught in one ser- 
mon: Encouraging the thief, the golden rule, and a prophecy. 
that nothing should fail from the law until all would be ful- 
filled, etc., while about one of the first things his disciples 
did after his death was to strike out circumcision as un- 
necessary. The parable of the sower is nota correct com- 
parison; seed is compared to truth, and the soil to the 
human mind. Seed grows; truth does not. 'The soil does 
not grow, while the capacity of the htiman mind does. The 
sower of seed can empty his sack, while a person teaching 
truth does not lessen his own knowledge; besides, we cannot 
carry the truth itself, only a knowledge of it. I cannot 
carry Niagara Falls, only a knowledge of them in the mind ; 
and the only way that knowledge can be takèn from the 
mind is by forgetfulness; as, when it is shown that all the 
astronomical phenomena that take place can be accounted 
for only by the earth being round, then I lose the belief that 
the earth is flat. No devil about it. There is also substantial 
evidence that no son of God ever told such a parable as the 
parable of the tares and wheat. There may be defectiv 
plants in wheat, and also defectiv persons, but a tare as a 
plant may be as perfect as the wheat; therefore a tare does 
not represent the imperfect persons. Then the wicked are 
to be separated from the righteous and be burned. The 
wicked are those who hav not always done right, and the 
righteous are those who hav. The human family hav been 
born into the world in total ignorance, and hav had to learn 
right and wrong by experience. No individual but that 
has done some acts right and some wrong. How are the 
human family to be divided on a question of right and 
wrong? No son of God ever wrote that parable. 

Then, again, all things are possible with God. There must 
be a line somewhere between the possible and impossible, or 
God must be terribly mixed. If God created the world, etc., 
then it is impossible that he did not do it. He must be either 
moral or immoral, local or everywhere, and we cannot un- 
derstand how he can be both. 

Tracts or papers showing the inconsistencies and also the 
philosophy on these points, with advertisments of Free- 
thought books, ought to be distributed here freely. 

D. Sizer. 


Detroit, Mion., Aug. 1, 1886. 
. Mr. Eprror: In Tas Trota SzxxkER of March 8, 1879, our 
good radical friend, Seward Mitchell, has a long article on 
“ Hard Times, the Cause and Cure," in which he declares 
that the great curse and cause of all the evils in this world is 
money, and that it has done more to demoralize the people 
than all things else. There is hardly a crime committed but 
can be traced to money. Our national and every state legis- 
lature,” he continues, ‘‘ hav become gigantic rings as corrupt 
as men can be, and to what other cause but money can it be 
traced?” Again, in Tus Truru Seeger, May 29, 1886, he 
givs us an article covering nearly a page, headed, ‘‘ The Evils 
of Law and Money,” in which, after enumerating a large 
number of evils, crimes, and vices of different lands, ‘‘ by 
law,” he asks a few questions for those who fire off paper- 
wads in Tux Trurs Sezxer. First, how long could those 
* dens of thieves” in Wall street, New York, or the thou- 
sands of other gamblers all over the world, carry on their 
legalized robbery if it were not for money? Let me answer 
friend Mitchell that he should turn his cart round and say 
that all these evils are caused by first depriving society of 
money to do business with, so that in their deprivation 
people are compelled to'do all manner of evils. to get that 
which is represented as a substitute to be the best money the 
world ever saw, and just enough of the substitute is allowed 
to go into circulation to serve as bait, as an angler puts bait 
on a fish-hook. Mr. Mitchell has not the least conception of 
the real ducy and. function of money. Bankers’ debts are not 
money, neither is anything that issues from a bank money. 
Money is the most important factor in civilization; it is the 
vitalizing influence of industry, the very fiber of social organ- 
izatiou, the protoplasm of civilization, and just as essential 
to the existence of civilization and society as, oxygen is to 


Their guide in life so far has been to please 


animal life. So say the United States monetary commission, 
appointed by Congress, and composed. of men as intelligent 
as any others, after due study and examination of the best. 
sources of information. Now if this is the true definition of 
money, then it is equally true that every government should 
issue an absolute free legal tender money in unlimited quan- 
tities absolutely unrestricted and uncontroled by any other 
power, so that no man should need to owe one cent, nor any 
man be able to lend a dollar for use within the full limits of 
the nation’s boundary. The United States monetary com-- 
missign further declare that the depriving society of (or con- 
traction of) the amount of money in circulation has caused 
more misery than war,. pestilence, and famin (just study that, 
Brother Mitchell), and more injustice than all the bad laws 
that were ever enacted (study these few, the greatest truths, 
the most important declarations that were ever made). It is 
easy to see from these facts where is the cause of evil. It is 
not by money, nor the love of money, but from privation, 
from dire want of that which is as essential to civilization 
and society as oxygenis to animal life. From these facts it is 
easy to see that wherever civilization exists, there will exist 
also the same want, the same deprivation of industry of 
its vitalizing influence, for the benefit of those who may : 
issue a substitute, and so rob industry of its life; society de- 
prived of its very fiber, civilization of its first seed, its proto- 
plasm. Who can wonder at the chaotic failures that civiliza- 
tion has made in the past? In. what age of history has the 
usurer been absent, or ever society been supplied with any- 
thing but a very limited and partial substitute for money, 
that was necessary to civilization and society even as oxygen 
to animal life? What wonder that war, pestilence, and 
famin hav always walked with civilization and society just 
on the other hand from the usurer (debt-lender), who has 
always been allowed to deprive industry of its vitalizing in- 
fluence and force society to buy their debts as a substitute ? 


It society were freely supplied with real money, no mane - 


would rob, lie, or steal to get it; no man would spend his 
time gambling for that of which any and every man could get 
all that he needed and when he needed. It is absolutely 
trué that all and every crime can be traced to the obtaining 
of money, or that which will answer as a substitute. But 
the real object always is what the money will buy, showing 
that it is privation that drives the robber as certaiu as that 
it does the starving beggar. Mr. Mitchell says: '* As I walked 
through the cities, and saw the thousands of signs on the 
stores, I asked myself, How do these millions of non-pro- 
ducers liv? They do no work, yet they wear the best clothes 
and liv in the best houses." And he finds but one solution, 
and that is money. Now, it would be a mystery, indeed, if 


| that which is as essential to civilization and society as oxy- 


gen is to animal life should be the cause of all evil. He says 
all over the land we hear the cry of ‘‘ hard times,” strikes, 
and distress everywhere, and the people are, with but few 

exceptions, profoundly ignorant of the true cause. 

Yes, Mr. Mitchell, the exceptions are very few, and do not 
include Mr. M. The chain that binds them is not of gold, 
but of debt. It is estimated by the secretary of the treasury 
(some years ago) that the aggregate of the national debts of 
the world amounts to fifty billions of dollars, and that the 
private and corporate debts amount to seven times as much, 
which makes four hundred thousand millions of dollars of 
debt drawing interest from labor; and these debts are held 
by the Rothschilds, Barings, aud other usurers in the large 
cities of the world, aud the rest of mankind are simply their 
slaves, and upon the the vast sum of these debts rest all of 
the evils, war, slavery, vice, crime, misery, the gallows, the 
prison, jail, workhouse, and, the curse of all others, the 
police-station, the money-lenders’ barrack for their standing 
&rmy, that has been organized and recruited, and stationed 
in every city and village since that damnable robbery of 
1865, the destruction of eighteen hundred millions of the 
peoples real money, thereby creatiug thirty-six hundred 
millions of debts at once. 

Mr. Mitchell speaks of the sad sight of thousands of poor 
prostitutes in every city, aud asks, how could they exist i£ it 
were not for money? Again, I say, he always gets his cart 
before his horse. Scarcely one woman in a million ever has 
much money in such a life. Baut for the need, the want of 
that which money will help them to obtain—food, clothiug, 
shelter, a place to sleep in, not liv—for thiugs that, if civiliza- 
tion and society were not deprived of ‘‘ money,” would be 
always easily obtainable in abundance—for these things 
poor women and ‘girls walk the streets day and night, offer- 
ing all that the robbers of civilization hav left them for sale. 
The waut of money és the cause of all evil. The debt. 
lenders in the large cities can drive mankind all over 
the earth seeking a home, and their agents, the bankers and 
pawnbrokers, follow, as the vampires follow the armies, 
seeking the blood of industry wherever it makes a resting- 
place. The true remedy is not in destroying money, but in 
making money, like air, free within the limits of the country, 
absolutely free, and unlimited, and uncontroled by any per- 
son or power. Then all law becomes useless. We should 
very soon hav scarcely any rich people, for the reason that, 
there being plenty for all, the incentiv to accumulate would 
die out, and we should soon hav no use for police or 
lawyer, or for armies. That great order, the Knights of 
Labor, hav formulated twenty-two demands to Congress. 
All of them but two are useless, but the fourteenth and fif- 
teenth are the true remedy for all evil as far as they go; they 
strike at the true, real cause of all evil. The other twenty 
demands relate only to effects, not to cause. When the one 


universal cause is removed, the effects will soon disappear. 
The Liberals hav Nine Demands, which, like the twenty of 
the Kuizhts of Labor, are for the removal of nine effects of 
the deprivation of civilization and society of that which is 
as essential to their existence as oxygen is to animal life. If 
we can all see this great truth, and unite on the remedy, the 
fourteenth and fifteenth demand of the Knights of Labor, 
there is hope for our Israel. d . H. Woop. 
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Children’s Qorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixow, Fail 
ver, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occüpations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


A Boy’s Pocket. 


If your boy is bright and clever, 
And, moreover, you hav never 
Chanced to fish that urchin’s pocket 
(Tis his own word please excuse it, 
But so apt J think I'll use it). 

At its contents you would wonder ; 
Nothing on the earth, or under, 
Nothing he can grasp above her, 
But you're likely to discover 

In that mystery of measure, 

That receptacle of treasure 

Called a boy's trousers pocket. 
Here’s a sample of the mixture : 
Rusty nails, a missing locket, 
Headless doll, arms out df socket, 
Pieces of a curtain fixture, 
Handkerchiefs, my stars ! how many, 
"Tisn't strange he hadn't any. 

Mitten that he lost last last winter, 
Paper that would stock a printer, 
Jackknife, broken blade, and handle, 
Dried-up doughnut, piece of candle, 
Tar and spruce gum mixed together, 
Ship, dismasted, seen rough weather, 
Spools of No. 40 cotton, 

Used for rigging, snarled and rotten, 
Tops and marbles without number, 
wall of yarn, a piece of lumber, 
Pencils of all lengths and sizes, 
"There's no limit to surprises, 

Here's my gold one, J remember 

That I lent him last September, 
Soldiers used in mimic battle, 

Old tin whistle, baby’s rattle, 
Fish-hooks, careful, you'll be wishing 
That you hadn’t gone a-fishing, 
Fire-crackers, Land of Goshen ! 

What has hindered an explosion ? 
Friction matches, some good fairy 
Shields this young incendiary, 

Strings of cotton, hemp, and leather, 
Strings for all things he can tether, 
Stick of Fourth of July rocket, 

There! We'll stop enumeration, 

But it does beat all creation ; 

And we can but question whether 

All this trumpery and treasure 

Ever again in fullest measure 

Can be crowded, crammed, and knotted 
In the little space allotted 
To a boy's trouser pocket. 


The Best Prayer. 


Ella White and George ard May Wilson were 
schoolmates who lived in a lovely village in 
the state of Ohio. 

Ella was the daughter of very devout 
Christian parents, and was ten years old at 
the time I write. Her parents were an hon- 
est couple, but were more or less biased and 
Jed by their minister. 

On the contrary, George's and May’s pa- 
rents were outspoken Freethinkers. May 
was the same age as Ella, while George was 
two years older. 

It was & lovely Saturday in the latter part 
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of September, and, as it was a holiday, the | 


children proposed to go to the woods and 
gather chestnuts. This was readily assented 
to, and they each ran off home to get their 
mothers’ consent. 

Ella went to Mrs. Wilson's house, where 
they were to start from. Mrs. Wilson pre- 
pared a dainty lunch for the three children. 
Ellas mother did not hav time to put up 
a lunch up for Ella, as she expected the min- 
ister to tea, and she was very busy fixing the 
house in grand order on account of his visit. 

The three children started off in high spir- 
its, and were soon in the woods. Here they 
sat down on a large stone, took out their 
lunch, and began to eat. 

After they had finished, they proceeded to 
gather chestnuts, and, as they were ripe and 
plentiful, they had no trouble to fill their 


` baskets. - 


Then they wandered off in search of aun- 
tumn leaves, far into the backwoods. They 
wandered here and there, picking up a leaf 
every now and then of bright color and rare 
beauty. 

But they had roamed farther than they in- 
tended, and dark clouds seemed to obscure 
the sun from their eyes. A. distant peal of 
thunder startled them. Darker and darker 
grew the sky, and the wind blew fiercely 
against the trees of the old forest. 

‘Suddenly a terrible crash of thunder, a 
flash of lightning, and the tree beneath which 
they stood seemed as if it would fall every 
moment. 

“Quick!” cried George, “let us try and 
find shelter. There must be some place near 
here that is better than this.” 

Ella at once fell on her keees and began to 
pray. Meanwhile George and May started 


‘off, after calling in vain for Ella to follow; 


but she paid no attention. I suppose she 
was waiting for the Lord to answer her 
prayer, and make the storm subside. But it 
seems God didn’t, or he might hav been tak- 
ing a nap, for the storm didn't stop for two 
hours. 

But to come. back to George and May. 
They started off and came to an old shed 
just in time to see the rain pour down in tor- 
rents. THEY felt badly to think. that they had 
to leave Ella praying, but they couldn't 
help it. 

After the storm had passed they went back 
io where they had left Ella, but could not 
find her. 

Poor Ella was left all alone in the woods 
during that dreadful storm! None the worse 
for it only that her new dress and hat were 
all ruined, and she was in danger of taking 
cold. She presented a very forlorn sight 
when she came home that night. Perhaps 
she was a little wiser than in the morning, 
being convinced that her own energy was the 
best prayer in case of emergency. 

George and May came home as merry as 
when they had left. 

That evening Mrs. White went to call ona 
neighbor after she had put Ella to bed. 

George and May, anxious to see how their 
playmate had fared, went to see her. They 
found their little friend in bed allbundled up. 
After they had told her how they had looked 
for ber, they asked herif it would not hav been 
much better if she had taken their advice in- 
stead of praying. She admitted that they 
were right, but she wouldn't dare admit the 
truth to her mother. 

When she weht to Sunday-school the next 
Sunday, she told the minister of her expe- 
rience. He said it was all for the best, but 
she declared it might be all for the best for 
the crops, but ** I was very foolish,” said she, 
“to think my prayers would allay the storm. 
I should hav followed my playmates and 
kept my prayers for less serious occasions.” 

The parson, seeing himself getting into a 
tight place in his debate with the little girl, 
said, '* Well, we'll discuss the matter another 
time.” 

The next Sunday, when Ella was in Sun- 
day-school, the minister came up and said, 
** Well, how do you do, my little girl?” 

“Oh, Pm quite well, thank you,” she re- 
plied, ** but I hav not quite recovered from 
the effects of that storm; and every day I be- 
gin to think myself more foolish for stopping 
to pray God to stop the rain; for as I pass 
along the meadow I see the grass, the trees, 
and the flowers, which all needed the rain 
very much, and Ithink it was silly in me to 
ask God to prevent the rain from falling.” 

** Oh, never mind, my child; don't worry 
yourself about that any more," replied the 
minister; 'are you going on the excursion 
next week ?" 

* Well, really, I don't know; I havn't 
asked mamma yet, but I will ask her to-day." 

* All right then, and you'll try and sell 
these tickets won't you ?" said the minister as 
he handed her a package. 

** Yes," replied Ella, and she went home. 
As she was walking along she espied May 
coming toward her. 

* Well, Ella," asked May, ‘were you at 
Sunday-school to-day ?" 

** Yes," replied Ella. 

* And how much better do you feel than if 
you had stayed away?” inquired May. 

“I don’t know,” replied Ella. ‘ Why do 
you ask me that question, May ?" 

** Oh, I hav no particular reason, only I 
thought I would ask you it. But, really, 


Ella, do you think Sunday-school does you | 


any good ?" 

‘I guess so; it teaches me to be good, I 
suppose." 

** You ain't sure, are you, though?” 

** Well, it doesn't do me any harm, any- 
how." 

“ How about the day of the storm, Ella— 
did it do you any particular good then?" 

** No, I don't know as it did,” replied Ella. 
“I guess it did me more harm on that occa- 
sion than good, for I hav always been taught 
in Sunday-school to pray when there is any 
danger, and that's why I got wet." 

They talked for quite a while, and then 
they parted. 

At last the day for the excursion arrived, 
and, to make a long story short, it was a most 
disagreeable day, for the sky was murky and 
a drizzling rain was falling. : 

About half-past eight, two or three dozen 
children stood outside of the church gate 
waiting patiently for the minister to come, 
for they did not know whether to get ready 
to go on the excursion or not. 


ja sad state of affairs. 


At last the parson and the deacon were 


seen walking leisurely toward the church. 


The children ran up to the ministerand asked 
him if they were to go on the excursion in 
this disagreeable weather. He said they 
knew as much about it as he, and that it was 
And he did not see 
why providence did not grant them a better 
day. At last he said that the excursion would 
be postponed until the next fair day. 

When May saw Ella that day, she asked her, 
if God had any more regard for church folks 
than anybody else, why did he not giv them 
a pleasant day for their excursion. . 

Ellà could not answer this question, but 
May told her to study it out. 

'The excursion came off the next day, and 
had quite a nice time. Still May’s words 
haunted her, and she did study them with 
good results. 

Her mind had been turning toward Free- 
thought ever since the day she was disap- 
pointed in not having her prayers answered, 
and it has been turning quite rapidly ever 
since, and now I think she is one of the most 
outspoken Freethinkers in the state of Ohio, 
and too sensible to pray in a rain-storm, or at 


any other time, believing that good common: 


sense is better in an emergency than any 
prayer can possibly be. 
Lavra SrENsBY (aged fourteen), 
89 Reid ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. j 
[Winning prize of three dollars.—Ep. C.C.] 
te 
Our Puzzle Box. 


1.—PROBLEM. 

A owned a square field, containing 160 
acres. He sold B a square field in the south- 
west corner, and to C he sold an adjacent 
square field, comprising the southeast corner. 
If B and C together bought 85 acres, what 
must be length of à fence to inclose what A 
has left ? WM. Soort. 


2.—REBUS. 


Four ailments which afflict children. 


3.— CONUNDRUM. 


Why are these men like a vessel on the 
rocks in a storm ? 
ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN’S CORNER, 
JULY 81. 1886. 
1.-I can toe the mark. .2.-Church, arma- 
dillo, miter, eaves, lane, CAMEL, HORSE. 
SorvEns.—Sarah M. Levy, Florence Moore, 


H. J. Messinger. 
er 


Correspondence. 


NEBRASKA, July 27, 1886. 

Dear Muss Wixow: I thought, as the day 
was fine, I would write you a few lines. I 
hav so much to tell you that I expect I will 
discourage you. Iam sick to-day, and while 
I was looking at Tus TRUTH SEEKER I saw 
some of the letters and thought I would write 
a few lines. I had almost forgotten about 
it. My sister is away from home and I hav all 
the work to do for her. Papa and ma are 
going up to Greenwood next Sunday to hear 
Mr. Remsburg speak. I shall hav a good 
time. I attend Sunday-school every Sunday, 
and I like it very much. I would go to hear 
Mr. Remsburg speak, but it would be against 
the laws of the school. I got a pledge in my 
Sunday-school paper last Sunday. I hav a 
book and five papers. Papa is cutting oats 


to-day. He says that he would not take a. 


hundred dollars for Tus Trura SEEKER anda 
thousand for the pictures. I expect I hav 
made you mad with my foolishness now, so I 
will quit for this time. Good-bye, Miss 
Wixon. Yours truly, Epira Sowers. 
MoMinnvitrx, Oregon, July 20, 1886. 
Drar Miss Wrxon: It has been some time 
since I hav written you a letter, and seeing so 
few correspondents, I will try and write 
again. I enjoy reading the Corner very much. 
If I was only a little older I think I would be 


tempted to try and write an essay for the 
prize. Sometime ago I started in to read the 
Bible, but I got so disgusted I quit before I 
finished the second book. After the Lord : 
promising the children of Israel that they 
might reach the promised land where the 
rivers flowed with milk and honey, and then 
after keeping them. in the wilderness forty 
years, allowing only two. to reach that 
glorious land, I made up my mind that if 
there was a God he must hav been awful 
hard-hearted and very different from the 
kind, loving, and true God that the good 
Christians tell about. For my part I would 
much rather read Tus Truru Sxzxzn than 
the Bible. Hoping success to Miss Wixon 
and the cause, I will close, remaining 
Your friend, Nerv A. OLDS. 
[Nettie has sensible ideas regarding Bible 
reading. Tux Trormt Sxzexzr and other 
Liberal papers will do her more good.—Ep. 
C. C.] 
July 26, 1886. ` 
Dear Miss Wixon: Iam a reader of the - 
good and Liberal paper, Tune TRUTH SzEKER. - 
I read the Children’s Corner, and I think it is .. 
splendid. 5 : : 
Tux TRUTH SEEKER is surely doing a great . 
deal of good, and spreading Infidelity over 
the United States. I think the pictures on : 
the front and back pages of Tur Trura 
SEEKER are nice and instructiv. I liv on a 
farm in the northern part of Illinois, in Rock 
Island county. I go to school when we hav 
School, and am in the fifth grade. I am 
twelve years old. I hay one sister and thrée © 
brothers. Isolved two puzzles in Tne TRUTH 
SEEKER of July 17th, of which I will send the 
answers with my letter. I will close now, as. 
this is my first letter, and I do not want to 


write too much the first time. If this is fit to ` 


print I would like to see it in the next paper. 
© Yours respectfully, Frorencz Moors. 


Robt. G. Ingersoll’s | 
OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 


. in the suit of the _ 
Bankers? and Merchants’ 
graph Company 
against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company. 


Tele- 


—0—— 


So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that Tug TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


THE RISE OF 


INTELLECTUAL LIBERTY 


From Thales to Copernicus. 


By FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND, Author of “The 
Reign of the Stoics.” 


“This is a book not only to be read once, but to 
be kept and referred to, and pondered over from 
year to year. It is a guide-book of Liberalism 
through the past centuries prior to 1600, the era of 
Copernicus and Bruno, It does not take the place 
of other histories like Gibbon, Hallam, or Lecky 
but it makes them intelligible by pointing out tlie 
white light that has been cast upon the lurid 
clouds of ignorance, superstition, and cruelty, 
from the little stream of Freethought that has 
flowed in its ragged, broken, and obstructed course 
down through the ages which now liv only as our 
realm of Memory and Admonition.” 

Octavo, 458 pp. PRICE, $3.50, 


Address THE TRUHT SEEKER. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli- 
cal Works. 
By THOMAS PAINE, 


“The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, dente. Six copies for 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the . 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . . . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 
ration.” 

; Price, 35 cents, 


For either of these works, or any of Paine's 
writings, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton l'lace, New York. 


BIBLE MYTHS 


AND THEIR 


Parallels in Other Religions. 


Being a Comparison of the Old and New Testr- 
ment Myths and Miracles with those of 
heathen nations of Antiquity, Con- 
sidering also their Origin 
and Meaning. With 
numerous illus- 
trations. 

The object of the work 18 to point out the myths 
with which the Old and. New "estaments abound; 
to 84 ow that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning. 

“ Tt is unquestionable true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else 80 accessible a8 they are now made 
inthe work before us."—N. Y. Sun. . 

1 vol. 8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages. 


. Price, $92.50. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


OALIFORNIA. . 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
OANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. : 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
IDAHO. 


' A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 802 State street, and. Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J.-R. Monroe, Indianapolis. i 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 


KANSAS. 

Chris. Brown, Burlington. 
MAINE. 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
Mills). ed 
^ . MASSAOHUSETTS. ` 

Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 

MIOBIGAN. 


, A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
S. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
‘Swan &.Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
f : : MISSOURI. 
Dr. Wolff, 620 North 5th street, St. Louis. 
' Joseph L. Andrew, Liberal. j 
MONTANA. 
O. B. Whitford, Butte City. 
NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
. ^ NEW YORK. : 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. . 
Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 
OHIO. 
N. Hexter, 808 Supenor- street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON. 
Wm. Chance, Astoria. © 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr. J. H. Rhodes, 815 North 10th st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
H. Clay Luse, Waynesburg. i 
W. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, 
TENNESSEE. 
Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 
TEXAS. 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
'T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 


UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
D. F. Keeler, Park City. 

W. F. a ae Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 

Henry Booth, Stockton. 


VIRGINIA. 
Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker, Snowville. 
. _ ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
~“ Eondon. i k 


Pittsburgh. 


Mottoes for Freethinkers 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards, which we offer for sale. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the ‘‘ God-bless-our- 
home” placards which disfigure the walls of so 
many houses. They are printed on heavy card- 


board, 9 inches by 221-2. The motto is in black, 

with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 

gram of U. M. L. The following are the various 
: readings: 


THE LIVING HAV A RIGHT TO CONTROL 
THE WORLD. : 


$ SUPERSTITION IS THE CHILD OF SLAVERY. + 


H UNIVERSAL MENTAL LIBERTY. 
: THE TIME TO BE HAPPY IS NOW, EH 
i: AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY IS HERE.  ; 


NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE 
.TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. 


THE WORLD IS MY COUNTRY; 
TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION. 


The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents. 

For Freethought societies there is a large card 
22 x 15 inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading, containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Price,-30 
cents. Any of these will be sent postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
> 33 Clinton Pl., New York City. 


LITHOGRAPHS 


CHARLES DARWIN 


Admirers of the Great Naturalist, and practically 

the father of Evolution, will be glad to know that 

we hav'a fine lithograph of him for sale—size 

184x% inches on heavy plate paper Framed, the 

pieture will make a splendid ornament for the 
Parlors of Freethinkers. Price, 25 cents. : 
ddress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

33 Clinton Pl., New York, 


PRICE, TWENTY-FIVE CENTS. 
l —THE— 


RUTH SEEKER 
ANNUAL 


: AND 
Sfreethinkers’ Almanac. 
| 1880 (.m. 286). 


WITH THIRTY PORTRAITS OF DISTINGUISHED 
EUROPEAN FREETHINKERS, SCIENTISTS, AND 
PHILOSOPHERS, AND MANY OTHER 
ILLUSTRATIONS. 


7 CONTENTS: 

Calendar for 1886; Freethonght in the United 
States, 1885; How the Church Filches from the 
State; Public Contributions to the Church; The 
Religion of Crime; Chaplains in our Army and 
Navy; The Higher Life, by Courtlandt Palmer; 
My Dream, by Samuel P. Putnam; The American 
Secular Union; Statistics of Our Foreign-Born 
Population: .The Curate of Churnside. (Selected 
story.) By Jas. Payne; How Voltaire Died, by the 
Editor: ‘The Iron Virgin; Religious Divisions of 
the World; Paine Memorial Hal (Illustrated); 
The Story of 1885; lmmigration to the U. S. 
1820-1884; Freethought in Australia; Freethought 
on the Continent; Subjects of Illustration; Free- 
thought Journals; Religious Denominations; 
Area and Value of Farms; Population of Large 
Cities; Liberal Lecturers. à 


ILLUSTRATIONS: 


Lick Observatory, Girard College, Philadelphia, 
Freethought Hall, Waco, Texas (interior view); 
Freethought Hall, Waco, Texas (exterior- view); 


The Tent, Iron Virgin, Paine Hall, Monenure D. 
Conway, Saladin, Annie Besant, Mary Wollstone- 
craft, . Foote, Austin Holyoake, J. S. Mill, 


George Eliot, Geo. Standring, Ernst Haeckel, 
Auguste Comte, Edward Gibbon, Max. Muller, 
Thos, Huxley, Voltaire, Chas, Darwin, Rousseau, 
Humboldt, Byron, Shelley, David Hume, Goethe, 
Robert Burns, Richard Carlile, Herbert Spencer, 
Castelar, Bradlaugh, Chas. A. Watts, J. A. Froude, 
John Tyndall. 


NEW YORK: 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
88 CLINTON PLACE. 


Boaks on erac ical Steps in Present Neds, 


History of Woman's Costume. Movement; its 
first 35 years, Events and Persecutions, Supple- 
mented by Modern Martyrdom. 132pp., fine paper, 
95c. Progress vs. Fashion. S82pp., Paper, 10c, 

oman’s Way Out. 32pp., paper, 10c. Love an 
Transition. Poctic, in two parts; an Epic and an 
Argument. 191pp., in fine cloth and gilt, 75c. 

Sent on receipt of price, by the author, 

toii . M. E. TILLOTSON, Vineland, N. J. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, it is now known to be the work of W. 
H. BURR, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at this office. 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 
SUBJECTS : 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in nglish or German 
A new cheap edition at only ae 

SCEENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the ‘Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B, Foote. Five volumes, ai $1 each, or $5 
per set;, or five'volumes in one for $2. 

SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth 
volume of ‘‘Science in Story.") 50 cents. 

HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages. 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam- 
phlets). By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, advocating personal and public hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; ‘Health in the Sun- 
beam,” considering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and well. y mail, 10 cents each. 

HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). ‘‘The Law 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages, cloth 


bonnd, $2; *' Heredity,” by_ Lorin oody; 159 
BEES, cloth 5cents; * The Law of Heredity," by 
P^? Marsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 


Human Temperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; “ Generation before Regen- 
eration,” by Dr, E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; ‘ Re- 
ports of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
1882,” 10 cents; ** Third Annual Convention of the 
Institute of Heredity, May 29, 1888, 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Satbath- Breaking 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG, 
Author of “False Claims,” ‘ Bible 
Morals,” Ete. 


The best and most thorongh work ever written 


on the Sunday Question gom a rational point of 


view. 


Large and Handsome Print. 


Sinerz Corres, - - 
Six Corrzs, - - - 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


95 cents. 
$1.00. 


| S. P. Putnam's Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
` Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cis. 
AD prose epic of the war, rieh with incident 
an 


lasé with the living spirit of to-day."—John 
Swinton's Paper. 


Golden Throne, a Romance. “The 
author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is within . Thebook isfilled with 
manly thoughts, expressed in manly words— 
the transcript of a manly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ "—IwcERSOLL. $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and Line Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown tHere is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. : 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, itseems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”—-Dr. Henry W. BELLOWS., $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 


other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 
For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


The History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and lettered. Price, $1.25. CONTENTS : 
Section I. Definition of Freethonght and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section ll. What it 
Owes to Mohammedanism, Section III. Free- 
thought Martyrs and, Confessors. Section IY. 
Freethought in Contlict during the Bixtecnth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Sec- 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. j 

The American Secular Union; its 
Necessity, and the Justice of its Nine Demands. 


(Dedicated to Colonel Robert Q. Ingersoll.) 
82 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Se:ularism; Destructiv and Construe-. 


iiv. 92 pagesin cover. Price,10cts. _ 

Christan Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlangh. Con- 
tents : The Origin of Christianity; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Valne of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 

Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 


Watts are published at the low price of FIVE | 
NTS GACH 


RU i : Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible; Freethought anc 
Modern Progress ; Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
arism; Science and Bible | Antagonistic ; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. For all of 
the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 

ER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


KERSEY GRAVES’S WORKS. 


Sixteen Saviors or None, By Krr- 
: 8EY GRAVES, auther of the World's Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors; The Bible of Bibles, and 
Biography of Satan. Paper, 75 cents; cloth, $1. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
iwenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thotisaud biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
deli ieation of the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amiiation of their doctrins. Price, $2. 


Biography of Satan ; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 35 cenis. 

The World's Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history; which disclose the oriental 
origin of all the doctrines, principles, precepts, 
and miracles of the Christian New Testament, 
and furnishing a key for unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 
history of rixteen oriental crucified gods. 

: Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
. A88 Clinton Place. New York. 


WHAT'S TO BE DONE? 
A NIHILISTIC ROMANCE. 


By N. G. TOHERNYCHEWSKY. With a portrait 
of the Author. Translated by BENZ. 
R, Tucker. 


Written in Prison. Suppressed by the Czar, The 
Author Over Twenty Years an Exile in Sibe- 
ria, Russian Edition worth $000 a Copy. 
first American Edition Exhauste 
in Four Days. Second now 
Ready, An Elegant 
Volume of 339 
Pages, 


PRESS COMMENTR : 


To call the book the “Uncle Tom's Cabin” of 
Nihilism is scarocly extravagance.—Boston Adver- 
tiser. 

It is perhaps the book which has most power- 
fully influenced the youth of Russia in their 
growth into Nihilism, and it is-remarkable and 
noteworthy as a work which has played 80 impor- 
tanta part in the political and social hiatory of 
the century,—Boston Courier. DA 

As a reve ation of folk hfe it is invaluable; we 
hav no other Russian pictures that compare with 
it.—Providence Star. Mt 

The characters are so strongly and vividly drawn 
that the interest in their fate becomes intense as 
the thread of the narrativ is slowly nnwound,— 
Boston Saturday Evening Gazette. QUA 

When we come to consider the publication of 
such books as Flaubert's “ Salanimbo ” and Teher- 
nychewsky's “Whats To Be Done?" we cannot 
avoid the conclusion, that something must hav 
happened to the society for the suppression of 
indecent literature.—S¢t. Louis Republican. 


In cloth, $1; Paper, 75 cents. . 


TRUTH SEEKER 
Addross THE TEU I Clinton Pings, New York. 


dramatic power; breezy from first page to |- 


THE HUMBOLDT LIBRARY. 


Price 15 cents each rumber, unless otherwise marked, 


1, Light Science for Leisure Hours. A series of 
familiar essays on astronomical and other 
natural phenomena. By Richard A. Proc- 
tor, F.R.À.S. 

2, The Forms of Water in Clouds and Rivers, Ice 
and Glaciers. 19:llustrations. By John Eyn- 

dall, F.R.S. 

. Physics and Politics. An application of the 
principles of Natural Science to Political 
Society. By Walter Bagehot, Author of 
“The English Constitution.” 

Man's Place in Nature. With numerous illus- 
trations, By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. 

. Education, Intellectual, Moral, and Physical. 

By Herbert Spencer. . 

. Town Geology. With Appendix on Coral and 

Coral Reefs. By Charles Kingsley. 

. Conservation of Energy. With numerous Ilus- 

trations. By Balfour Stewart, LL.D. 


. Study of Languages, brought back to its Trua 
principles. By C. Marcel: 
. The Data of Ethics., By Herbert Spencer. 
. Theory of Sound in its Relation to Music. 
Numerous illustrations. By By Prof. Pietro 
laserna, 
. ] The Naturalist on the River Amazon. _A rec- 
ord of 11 years’ travel. By Henry Walter 
. Bates, F.L.S. Not sold separately. 
. Mind and Body. The theories of their rela- 
tions. By Alexander Bain, LL.D. 
. The Wonders of the Heavens. 82 illustrations, 
By Camille Flammarion. 
. Longévity. The means of prolonging life after 
middle age. By John Gardner, M.D. 
; Origin of Species. By Thomas H. Huxley, 
Dn "M. 
. Progress : Its Law and Cause. With other dis- 
quisitions. By Herbert Spencer. 
. Lessons in Electricity. 60 illustrations. By 
John Tyndall, F.R.S. 
. Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. By 
Richard A. Proctor. 
. Romance of Astronomy. By R. Kalley Miller, 
. The Physical Basis of Life, with 
By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. 
. Seeing and_ Thinking. By William Kingd 
Clifford, F.R.S. ; ran 
. Scientific Sophisms. A review of current. 
theories conce ‘ning Aton, Apes, and Men. 
" PSU Wainwright, D.D. 
. Popular Scientific Lectures. Illustrated. By 
Prot. H. Helmi liz, aic , 
. Origin of Nations. By Prof. Geo. Rawlinson, 
xford University. 
. The Evolutionist at Large. By Grant Allen. 
History of Landhdlding in England. By 
Joseph Fisher, F.R.H.S. 
. Fashion in Deformity, as illustrated in the 
customs of Barbarous and Civilized Races, 
Numerous illustrations. By William Henry 


Fiower, F.H. 
. Facts and Fictions of Zoology. 


other essays. 


Numerous 


illustrations. By Andrew Wilson, Ph. D 

30. | Study of Words. By Richard Chenevix 

ESA Trench. 

32. Hereditary Traits and other Essays, By Rich- 
ard A. Proctor. 

33. Vignettes from Nature. By Grant Allen. 

34. Philosophy of Style. By Herbert Spencer. 

35. Oriental Religions. By John Caird, Pres, 
Univ. Glasgow, and Others. 

36. 


Lectures ou Evolution. Illustrated. By Prof. 
giye pn Evo o ustrate y Prot 


37. Pis Lectures on Light. Illustrated. By Johr 
yndall. 
Aj Geological Sketches. By Archibald Geikie, 


40. The Evidence of Organic Evolution. By Geo. 
. Romances, F.R.S. 


41. Current Discussions in Science. By W. M. 
liams, EF. C.8. 
42. History of the Beienoe of Politics. By Freder- 
ick Pollock. 


43. Darwin and Humboldt. By Professor Huxley, 
rofessor Agassiz, and others, 
4) Dawn of Tistory. By C. F, Keary, of the 
45.f British Musenn, 
46. Diseases of Memory. By Th. Ribot. Tran- 
slated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. 


17. Childhood of Leligions. By Edward Clodd, 
FLAS. 

48. Lifcin Nature. Illustrated. By Jas. Hinton. 

49. The Sim: its Constitution; its Phenomena; 
its Condition. By Judge Nathan T. Carr, 
Columbus, Iud. 

5o) Money and the Mechanism of Exthange. By 

51.f Prof. W. Stanicy Jevons, F.R.S. . 

52. Discases of the Will. By Th. Ribot. Trans- 
lated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. 

53. Animal Automatism, and other Essays, By 

- Prot. T. H. Huxley, F,R,S. 
54. Birth and Giosthat Myth, By Edward Clodd, 
g D ". hie 


55. Scientific Basis of Morals, and other Essays, 
By William ig or hte Guitare, PRE, in 

j Illusions. By James Sully, 

58.1 The Origin of Spcoics. By Charles Darwin. 

f Two double numbera, 30 cents cach. 

. Childhood of the World. By Edward Clodd, 

. Misccllancous Essays, By Richard A. Proctor. 

. Rehgions of the Ancient World, By Prof. Geo. 
Rawlinson, University of Oxford. Double 
number, 30 cents, 

; Progressive Morality, 
LL.D 


oar 
nP 


gRBEE 


) By Thomas Fowler, 
+ president of Corpus Qhristi College, 
Distr a f Animal Plants, Ti 

. Distribution of Animals an ants. By A. 
Russel Wallace and W. T. Thiselton Dyer, ^ 

. Conditions of Mental Development: and other 
Essays. By Wm. Kingdon Oliffard. 

. Technical Education; anad other Essays. By 
Thomas H. Huxley, F,R.9S, i 

. The Black Death. An Account of the Great 
Pestilence of the Fourtcenth Century, By 
J. F. C. Hecker. 

. Special number, 10 cents.) Three Essays, by 
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Poetry. 


. A Death Song. 


Dr. W. A. Barry died May 24th, at Jonestown, 


Pa.. He served as surgeon in the late war, and: 


was with General Sheridan in his famous ride to 
thefront. A delegation of twelve physicians and 


insurance men accompanied the remains to Read- : 


ing, Pa., where the interment took place May 27th, 
The only service was the reading of the following 
. poem, written by John L. Stoddard, and by Dr. 
Barry's request read at the grave : 
Wben o'er my cold and lifeless clay 
The parting words of love are said, 
And friends and kindred meet to pay .- 
Their last fond tribute to the dead, 
Let no stern priest, with solemn drone, 
A funeral liturgy intone, 
Whose creed is foreign to my own. 


Let not a word be whispered there 

In pity for my unbelief, 

Or sorrow that I could not share. 

The view that gave their souls relief, 
My faith to me is no less dear— 
No less convincing and sincere 
Than theirs, so rigid and austere. 


Let no stale words of church-born song 
Float out upon the silent air, 
To prove by implication wrong 
The soul of him then lying there, . 
Why should such words be glibly sung 
O’er one when from his living tongue 
Such empty phrases never rung? 


But, rather, let the faithful few 
Whose hearts are knit so close to mine, 
That they with time the dearer grew, 
Assemble at the day's decline; 
And while the golden sunbeams fall 
In floods of light upon my pall, 
Let them in softened tones recall 


Some tender memory of the dead— 
Some virtuous act, some words of power, 
: | Which I, perchance, hav done or said, 
By loved ones treasured to that hour ; 
Recount the deeds which I admired, 
The motiv which my soul inspired, 
The hope by which my heart was fired. 
———— 99-4 — ——— ———— 


Adami and Heva. 


A REPLY TO WM. EMMETTE OOLEMAN'S CRITI- 
OISM OF MY LETTER ON S. P. PUTNAM'S 
POEM BEARING THE ABOVE TITLE. 


II. 

That the story of Adam and Eve is not 
original with the Hebrews, we hav only to 
call in the testimony of all oriental archeolo- 
gists, from the immediate successors of Cham- 
pollion down to our own George Smith, to 
prove. These men, if I mistake not, without 
exception declare that it is a Southern story ; 
that it had its rise in Southern India. That 
brilliant and careful scientist, Haeckel, basing 
his plummet on the findings of his brother 
scientists, in his map showing the distribu- 
tion of races, makes the Island of Ceylon 
the paradise, or central point of distribution. 
-When I stated in my letter to TuE TRUTH 
SEEKER that the *'fiction" was plagiarized 
and corrupted by the Hebrew writers, I had 
two distinct features of the Genesis story in 
view. That it was plagiarized—that is, not 
original with the Hebrews, taking the Bible 
history of the territory they always inhabited 
as being true—I think I can prove without 
much difficulty. I will first call in the testi- 
mony of Aristotle, backed up by the learning 
of Josephus. Josephus says in his argument 
against Apion, quoting from Clearchus, the 
pupil of Aristotle, that Aristotle said to his 
pupils: ‘‘These Jews are derived from the 
Indian philosophers. They are named by the 
Indians, Calimi; by the Syrians, Sudcei; and 
take their name from the country they inhab- 
it, which is Judea.” Don’t you think that 
Aristotle was a much greater philologist and 
antiquary than anyone living at the present 
day? He went through the greater part of 
India at a time and under circumstances 
which gave him great opportunities to invest- 
igate and compare the laws and traditions of 
the various nations of Asia Minor, India, and 
Egypt. When I stated that the Hebrew 
priests corrupted the old story, my meaning 
was that they changed that feature of it 
which says that Adima left his terrestrial par- 
adise of his own free will, not that he was 
driven from it. That this is the oldest of ori- 
ental myths is proved from the fact that near- 
ly all the old legends ‘are patterned after it. 
Take even the somewhat mythical history of 
Buddha. Is he not surrounded with every- 
_ thing that is to be desired—everything that 
can please the eye, the ear, the intellect and 
imagination? Yet, like Adima of old, he 
leaves his paradise, and seeks more liberty 
and greater responsibilities, even though sor- 
row and continual labors beset his pathway. 
In fact, like Adima, he becomes an explorer. 
It will not do for one to be too fastidious 
about any particular name, as I hav tried. to 
show in another part of this article. As 
Shakspere says, “A rose by any other 
name would smell as sweet.” And if one 


4 


philologist can conscientiously translate a 
name or term into French or English from the 
Sanscrit, and call that Adima which another 
calls Satravatra, Swayambhuva, or Menu, 
why is he not as near right as the other, par- 
ticularly when he givs us the mést‘ logical 
reason for doing so? The mere fact of the 
word Adam meaning earth-born is not more 
important than thatthe wife of Menu was born 
of buttermilk. In the category of names there 
is none that is so important to our branch of 
the human family as Menu, yet by a careful 
tracing of the word to its origin, we would be 
inclined to say that it meant moon-born. 

To this we might say with a good deal of 
propriety that the words **man," **men," 
and ** mankind" are derived from the Egyp- 
tian name of the- moon, Meen or Men. Al- 
though Sanchoniathon, according to Philo 
Biblicus, tells us that Hipsiotos, who dwelt 
near Buibel, Byblos, in Pheenicia with his 
wife Berouth, begat a son named Adam, be- 
cause he was formed out of the earth, yet I 
do not believe, notwithstanding this appar- 
ent support of the signification of the name 
used to denote the first of living beings, 
that the word was originally intended to be 
applied to any human being only so far as to 
satisfy the curiosity of the ignorant. Mr. 
Coleman claims that the word ** Adam" is 
derived from ** Adamah,” which means earth- 
born. But some contend that it is derived 
from, or rather that it is a corruption of, 
* Ad-ham." This would somewhat change 
the signification. 
dered signifies the lord, the ‘everlasting fire, 
that is, the sun. Now, this brings me to my 
last reference to some of the wild statements 
of the writer of the article under considera- 
tion. Hear what he has to say about Dr. 
Milton Woolley: **A certain Dr. Milton 
Woolley, a Freethinking ‘crank,’ who pub- 
lished a bulky volume to prove that the entire 
Bible is unhistorical, and is from beginning 
to end a symbolical narrativ of astronomizal 
and meteorological phenomena—one of the 
most absurd works ever published.” Now, I 
hav never read Dr. Woolley's book nor any of 
the other books he mentions as written by 
antichristians, yet from the title of Dr.. 
Woolley’s work I am not afraid to say that 
there is a probability that the book contains 
much that is true. The science of astronomy 
captured my attention very early in life. I 
lost no opportunity for many years.to gain all- 
the knowledge I could on the subject. In my 
perusal of the Greek and Roman classics, and 
the history of astronomy by various authors, 
I obtained considerable knowledge of heathen 
mythology and astrology, and I was prepared 
at once on receiving my first hint on the'sub- 
ject from Bryant's researches in Egypt to 
begin an investigation of the symbolic theory. 
From such information as I hav received on 
this subject, I hav been led to believe that 
the whole visible heavens were first mapped 
out into constellation representing or bearing 
the names of animals. Afterward certain 
parts of the heavens were called deserts, gar- 
dens, and seas. Finally men and women were 
constellated, and the changing of the names 
of many of these constellations and stars gave 
rise to certain fictions, among which is the 
Chaldaic version of the story of Adam and 
Eve. This is the proper place, I think, to 
confess that I made a mistake when I stated 
in my letter on Mr. Putnam's poem that the 
Hebrews.corrupted the old Asiatic fiction of 
Adima and Heva. I now believe, after ma- 
ture consideration, that the book of Genesis 
contains the story just as it was written by 
the Chaldean myth-makers and learned by 
the Hebrew priests during their seventy years' 
captivity. 

If this story was communicated orally to a 
Hebrew priest, without .a proper explanation 
being given of its various parts, the Hebrews 
would hav been as much in the dark as Moses 
was when the light went out. But as Ezra 
tells us that Moses was versed in all the mys- 
terious knowledge of the Egyptians, I take it 
that Ezra was instructed in the various styles 
of Egyptian writing, so that, in reading the 
Chaldean sacred books, he was able to under- 
stand the meaning by the characters em- 
ployed by the writer. 'The foundation for 
the original story of Adam and Eve carries 
us backto the time when the separate religious 
systems of sun and moon worship were 
blended into one system, brought about by 
an act of confederation and amalgamation 
of northern and southern nations in India. 
This amalgamation in time produced .a bold, 
energetic, and adventurous civilization, which 
eventually resulted in expeditions and emi- 
gration to various parts of the world. Then 
arose fhe emblematic fiction of the marriage 
of the sun and the moon, the gods of both 
peoples. This story was applied literally to 


* Ad-ham" literally ren-. 


the unknown progenitors of the human race, 
and the astrologers constellated them in the 
due course of time in that part of the heavens 
where the constellation of Gemini is now 
situated. ‘Yes; this constellation commemo- 
rates the marriage of the twins. Their habi- 
tation was the Garden of the Gods, on the 
Island of Ceylon. But you will notice that 
this Adam was not turned out of Paradise, 
but, like the bad boy who climbs the. back 
fence to get out on the street contrary to 
parental command, he wades across the chan- 
nel at low tide on a voyage of discovery.. 

But the gods of India did not punish his 
breach of law by a withering curse. No, the 
offense was condoned, and the culprit re- 
warded with inexpressible conjugal hap- 
piness. The object of this fiction was to rec- 
oncile the ‘adherents of two different relig- 
ious systems to & new one that embraced 
what was supposed to be best in both. And 
as Adima is represented as of. an adventurous 
spirit, the fiction in this regard had an inspir- 
ing effect on the healthy and vigorous for a 
long time. .Asthe legend relates that Heva 
fled, and was pursued by Adima, that was in 
accordance with a part of the then marriage 
ceremony, a custom transmitted from primi- 
tiv: society. The Hebrew or Chaldean story 
is a mixture of allegory, knowledge, and sup- 
posed knowledge of nature. In this legend 
the sun represents the male or positiv prin- 
ciple in nature, and the moon the female or 
négatiy principle. I will now giv a brief ex- 
planation of some of the leading points in 
the opening chapter of Genesis. ‘‘ And the 
Lord said, Let there be light, and there was 
light.” 

Primitiv men beheld the sun and moon giv- 
ing light: They also saw the aurora of the 
north at night, and the tropical light at morn- 
ing and evening. ‘They supposed these lights 
were independent of sun and moon. There- 
fore as light existed which did not seem to 
proceed from either sun or moon, it was sup- 
posed to be older than either, so it was put 
first. I will not trespass on your space by 


enumerating the significance to be attached | 


to the work of creation as embraced in the 
six days’ labor of the Lord. Suffice it to say 
that it represents the sun passing from the 
lone night of winter to its entry of the first 
sign of the zodiac when its apparent return to 
the northern hemisphere begins. Esch sign 
of the zodiac stands fora day. As half of the 
first day ended before. the sun entered the 
sign we now call Capricornus, so the first day 
ended in the middle of that sign or constella- 
tion. : 

On the fourth day the sun had reached the 
center of the sign Aries. 'The sun has now 


crossed the equator on the northern hemi- | 


sphere, is so situated that the largest part of 


the stellar universe could be seen by the 


Chaldean star-gazers. The sun has made his 
debut above the equator, and spring has 
opened. The moon also has returned from 
her northern trip, and is traveling, apparently, 
in the sun's track. .The sun now begins to 
act on vegetation. It was supposed álso that 
the moon and stars had considerable influence 
in that direction. 'The sun, moon; and stars 
are now tlie undisputed sovereigns of day and 
night, therefore they are said to be made on 
the fourth day. On the sixth day the sun is 
in the sign or constellation. of Gemini, the 
Twins, Adam and Eve. The celestial and 
terrestrial paradises are now open.to the be- 
holder. The earth is clothed with vegeta- 


‘tion; the air is fragrant with the perfume of 


flower, fruit, expanding stem, and waving 
foliage of every variety. Gold and silver 
lined.clouds bank the western sky as the sun 
descends behind the mountain peaks. Even- 
ing twilight comes, and the reflection of the 
sun's rays, off the mighty ocean, mantles the 
celestial paradise with a quivering fan of 
changeful hue. The scene changes. A new 
act begins. We are now told how Adam and 
Eve, that is, the sun and moon, are made. In 
the language of the Chaldaic seer, the sun 
assumes the quality or signification of the 
name of the constellation it enters. The next 
sign or constellation is now called Cancer, it 
was formerly called the Asses. As- the 
Chaldaic name for the Ass may be translated 
muddiness, we can plainly see how Adam, 
the sun, was made of the slime of the earth. 
But how is Eve made— Eve, the moon? 
Adam, the sun, has gone to sleep. It is 
night, of course, agd he lias sunk to rest far 
below the western horizon. Then Eve, the 
moon, appears rising in the east, made from 
arib taken from the side of Adam. That is, 
the moon appears, while the sun is figurativly 


asleep, whose light is made of a ray from the 


side of the sun. The sun has now reached 
his highest altitude in the northern heavens. 
The seventh day'has conie, and the work of 


creation is at an end. He now rests, and this 
is the Sabbath of the lord of the earth, the 
sun. If the geographical limits of the con- 
stellations of the zodiac hav not.been changed, 
and I do not think they hav, this version of 
the Adam and Eve story cannot be much 
over twenty-three hundred years old. There- 
fore I do not think that Colonel Ingersoll was 
much out of the way in his assignment of the 
age of the Indian legend of Adima and Heva, 
or Iva. - J. J. MoCasz. 
July 22, 1886. 
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The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 
written Radical romance, By Wm. McDonne 
&uthor of Exeter Hall, Family Oreeds, Day o? 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 

90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 


Family Creeds. By William McDon- 
nell, &uthor:of “Exeter Hall.” Price, cloth. 
$1.25; paper, 75 cents. 


Exeter Hall. “ One of the most excit- 
ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents, 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404 pages. $1.25. E 


The Outeast A deep, finely written 
Radicalstory. From the London edition, By 
Winwood Réade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 


80 cents. 
All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
“The great charm of 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. € 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature, Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perepicuity I was carey prepared to ex- 
ect to find, ın such a marked degree, even 
rom so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks.” Price, 
$1.50, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH : 


From Tradition to Reason 
BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


Cloth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
Youth. Busan H. Wixon, Without Super- 
stition. The Only Illustrated Freethinkers' 
Children's Btory-Book everissued. 66 full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, hea 
toned paper, broad margins, uminate 
covers; 4to. 224 Pp., bds., $1.25. 


Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 
the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents, For sale at this office. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 
e Young Folks. By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued ata reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photograph of the author which adds very 
much e value of the volume, 


The Youth’s Liberal Guide. By 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M, Price; $1.00. This 
volume aims at the education of youth in the 
princi les of Freethought, at the same time 

at it inculcates moral duties and human 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason and 
common sense. ddress THE TRUTH 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 
Price, 35 conis, 


ire of Science Lectures 
fat the Hall of Friendship 


r questions). 


F. ATKINSON, F.R.A.8. 


ERAL LEAGUE No. 257 
a Industrial Hall, Broad and 


A 7:80 p.m. for lectures and 
ligious and social questions. © 
; the audience. N.B.—Truth 
ways on hand at cheap rates. 
D SHAKSPERE. 


s åD., 1590. By WM. HENRY 
. For sale at 
L SALE!’ 


jan accumulation of debts, I 
r notice all my elegant stock 


ISALE COST. 


iamond ear-drops $200, worth 
» worth $200; another pair, 
; elegant brooch, arabesque 
40, worth $225; another, line 
8, $220; worth $325; another, 
: same, $80, worth $125. 
e reductions, Smaller, dia~- 
t below lowest market price, 
« embossed case watch set 
35, worth $200; lady's watch 
$125 ;.$100 watches, $70; $80 
hes, $50; solid gold chains, 
nd jewelry, 25 per cent dis- 
es Subject to inspection, or 
veg * 


JEULSTBIN, Rochelle, Il 
FELLOWS 


is aregularly educat- 
ed and legally quali- 
fied physician, and 
the most successful). 
as his practice will 
rove. e has for 
j| twenty years treated 
[ exclusivly all diseases 
& 


of the Sexual Organs, 

in the cures of which 
he stands preeminent 
à SPERMATORRH(EA 
Se [and IMPOTENCY 
BEEN | as the result of self- 
ME? 6 | abuse in youth and 
Ry . 9 sexual excesses in ma- 
P | turer years, causing 
night emissions by 
dreams, logs of sexual 

w=. power, renderin 

marriage improper and unhappy, etc., are cure 
ermanently by an outside app cation in sixty 
ys. NO OMAGH MEDICIN USED. . It is one 
of Dr. Fellows’ valuable discoveries, which is en- 
tirely unknown to the medical profession. It is 
not a catch-penny get up, such as a pad, belt, pas- 
tille, nor magnetic appliance, but simply a medi- 
cin to be applied externally on the parts affected, 
which cures by absorption. Send five 2-cent stamps 
for & Private Counselor,” giving. informa- 
tion. Address Dr. R. P. Fellows, Vineland, N. J. 

and say where you saw this advertisment. 


N. B.—Dr, Fellows begs leave to say that he is 
an Infidel of the most pronounced character. Bro. 
Liberals, your patronage 18 solicited. 


FECT MODEL 


OF ONE OF 


D] 


= panem 


«SHOPPEL'S MODERN HOUSES ” No. 3. 
(Just Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. ; ; 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces, for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
for putting them together. $ 

hile the supplement affords both old and 

young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 

toy. Itis, in fact, a most practical lesson in Arch- 

itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 

mo popular designs, so exact that it is useful to 

ers. 

55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000). 

2 New Designs for Barns. 

1 New Design for a Chapel. 2 

Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 

(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 
An Article on Villa Park Associations. 
BENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE, $1. 
Address 
THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN AS30'N. 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 
W^ NTED-Lady agents actually clear $20 daily 


with my wonderful entirely new patent, rub- 
ber undergarments for females. A minister!'s wife 
AM TTLE 


ld 18 first hour. .I 
" 6t27 opes Box 443, Chicago, Tu. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the ‘other has 
always opposed it. 

Price, six copies, 80 cents; one dozen, 50 cents; 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish that the friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures, — - 


THE MODERN BALAAM. 
Showing the Balaam of modern times to be the 
priests, frisa splendid pictorial argument. Price 
per dozen30 cents; por huudred, $1.50.,. 


Doo 


disws of, 1 


A rior took place last i 
Belfast, Ireland, between 
ing belief on minor poir ` 
the Protestants employ: 
Island shipyard and the G 
ployed by the Harbor C 
fighting was sevete and: 
bloody. More than fifty | 
persons were seriously | 
injured, some of them, 
fatally.’ ` l 

CLEVELAND signed the | 
bill imposing a tax on | 
the manufacture of oleo- 
margarine; : A 


‘Mr. WasursGTON, N. | 
H., céntral New York, . 
and the Catskills were ' 
visited by snow-storms | 
last week. Us 


Tux Boston yacht May- . 
flower beat the Boston! 
yacht Puritan and ‘all: 
others last Saturday .in 
the race for the Goelet : 
cup. PON. 
Tux defense in the trial : 
of the Chicago Anarchists : 
are still introducing, wit- 
nesses . who contradict 
flatly the testimony givén 
by witnesses for the state. 

HERBERT SPENOER is; 
seriously ill at his resi.! 
. dence in London, suffer. : 
ing from nervous prostra- : 
tion and insommia.: Sir, 
Andrew Clarke, the disè. 
tinguished physician, is! 
in daily attendance upon ; 
him. 

SaMwUEL J. TILDEN, ex- | 
governor of New York, 
died at Yonkers, N. Y., 
on the 4th inst. He was 
72 years old. A distinguished assemblage 
of officials and citizens, including President 
Cleveland and cabinet, attended the funeral 
ceremonies on Sunday. The interment took 


place at New Lebanon, Columbia Co., N. Y., 


where Mr. Tilden was born. 
Conerzss adjourned on Thursday, the 5th. 


Parson Downs, of Boston, has just secured 
the indictment of Deacon Story on a. charge 
of adultery. Downs promises that there are 
more to follow. 


JoAonHIM Pxoot, thé pope of Rome, is dan- 
gerously ill and not expected to liv. Those 
who hav tears for shedding purposes should 
get them in readiness. 


Tur Rev. George C. Haddock wasassassi- 
nated at Sioux Falls, Iowa, last week. He 
had been activ in enforcing a Jaw against 
liquor saloons, and it is supposed that his 
death was a result of the enmity thus evoked. 
Mr. Haddock was shot on the street by some 
person unknown. 

Tux Rev. Johannes Van der Brocke, the 
clergyman of Paterson, N. J., who whipped 
John Hartman for teling of the circum- 
stances in which he was found in the apart- 
ments of a good-looking widow, has paid his 
fine of $80, and is now at liberty. There are 
& number of the members of his congregation 
who adhere to him, and say they will stick to 
him if he forms a new church. 


Mexico is getting ready for war, and 
Texas is all ready to meet her half way. The 
difficulty arises from the unlawful imprison- 
ment of a Texas editor by the authorities of 
Mexico. The Texans are unable to arouse 
any enthusiasm on the subject at the national 
headquarters in Washington and declare their 
readiness to flght Mexico single-handed unless 
the imprisoned editor is released. 


** A OLERGYMAN Fined $5,000 for Adultery;" 
* Deacon Story Indicted for Adultery with 
Mrs. Elton;" ‘‘The Recreant Priest—He is 
Accused by Miss Mulvaney of Betrayal after 
a False Marriage." The foregoing sentences 
are from the headings in a daily paper of 
` August 7th. The first relates to a London 
clergymar who seduced the wife of a friend; 
the second is about a deacon of Parson 
Downs’s church in Boston; and the third 
calls attention to a Brooklyn Catholic priest 
named Sherman, who used the opportunties 
which his alleged sacred calling afforded him 
to seduce as many women as possible. He 
has just eloped with one, while another is 
suing him for bastardy. 
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NEW YORK STATE 


FREETHINKERS’ ASSOCIATION, 


TO BE HELD AT '’ 


White Sulphur Springs Park, Saratoga 
Co., New York, : 


From Thursday, Sept. 2d, to Sunday, Sept. 12th, 1886. 


Reduetion on all railroad routes. 


from all points. 


The best Liberal speakers will be in attendance. 


Subjects given next week. 


Special excursion rates to Saratoga 


List of speakers and 


Splendid facilities are afforded for boating, bathing, fishing, driving; 


magnificent scenery. The best. dancing pavilion in the state. 
Everything necessary to an enjoyable occasion. 


Fine band. 
All the advantages of a visit 


to Saratoga will be afforded visitors, thus combining the attractions of that 
popular watering-place with those of the convention. 


Season tickets, admitting the bearer to all lectures, $1.00. First-class 


board, $1.00 per day. 


(It will greatly facilitate matters if orders for season 


tickets with remittance accompany applications for rooms.) Applications for 
tickets and rooms should be addressed to C. B. Reynolds, 33 Clinton Place, 
New York. Contributions, necessary to defray preliminary expenses, may be 
sent to the treasurer, E. M. Macdonald. : l 


Tue old reading was, “When youre in Rome 
you must do as the Romans do,” but the moderu 
version is, *When you're in New York you must 
do as the English do." 

“Dip you go fishing when you were in the coun- 
try last week?” asked Podsnap of Fangle. ‘No; 
couldn't get any bait,” was the reply. “Why, 
that was singular, how was that?" “ Happened 
to strike a local option neighborhood." 


LrrTLE boy (to reverend gentleman): **Iwant to 
hav a nice loud voice like yours when I grow up, 
Mr. Sermonizer." ‘Ah, you wish to be an orator, 
doubtless, I hav no doubt you can become one if 
you try, my son, and let me hope it is your desire 
to devote yourself to the Bervices of the Lord in 
the pulpit.” “Oh, no, indeed! I don't want to 
bea preacher, I'm going to be a milkmau.” 


A BOARDING-SCHOOL master desired a boy to 
write on his slate an account of the Good Samari- 
tan, whereupon he wrote as follows: “A certing 
man went down from jerooslam to jerriker, and 
he felled among thawns, and the thawns sprang 
up and choaked him, wareupon he gave tuppins to 
the hoast and said tak care on him, and put him 
on his hone hass, and he passed by on the hother 
side.” y 5 

i THE SAINTS WERE WITH HIM. 

Italian Pedler (bearing a tray of plaster of Paris 
figures on his head) : ** Ah, your reverence, it is a 
fine day.” 

Priest: “Indeed it is, my son. The saints be 
always with you." 3 

Italian pedler: **Yes, your reverence, they gl- 
ways are. Ihavn'tsold one this morning.” 


: of ühonght. 


heartless piece of cruelty and 

j - tt of Christians, when they are 
ws for their Virgin Mary and 
‘orship, to turn against them, 
4 to oppress them and despite- 

3 svery possibly way.—Bennett. 

i 
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$ ed the authority of-the church, 


and Rousseau prepared the 
way for the destruction of 
the crown. He believed iu 
a dreamland of the past, 
which had never existed; 
he appealed to imaginary 
` laws of nature. Yet these. 
errors, were. beneficial in 


- their dayiiHe-taught men 
to yearn- for thy dligal state, 
which the ; pir own 
efforts mi; DANE; he in- 
spired thentwith fije senti- 
ment of liberty apd a rever- 
ence of thi f right 
Virtuous, i; 3 ab- 
straci..lidené: ;future 
deities of e now, 


that slumbered in sorrow 
"Ze] and captivity: heard a voice 
Sop ‘bidding’ them: arise; they 
| ' btrajned,= they. struggled, 

1..and they burst their bonds. 
Jacques Bonhomme, who 
had hitherto gone on all 
fours, discovéred to his sur- 
prise that he also was a 
y biped, the world: became 
- more light, the horizon 


i widened, a . new, epoch 
-! opened for the human race. 

| —Reades -Martyrdom of 
, Man. ox 


To turn away from the 
stony temples and petrified 
‘. doctrins :of .supernatural- 
ism, and read Bacon under- 
standingly, and know Kant, 

; and walk hand in hand with 

; Spencer, ia like coming out 
` : of some Druidical grove of 

: sacrifice into the pure air 

{and lightsome day for 

; Which we were made.— 
au Waterss Through Rome On. 


GOLDSMITH : “Thej are people who tell a hun- 
dred political lies every day, and are not hurt by 
it. Surely, then, one may tell truth with safety.” 
Johnson: * Why, sir, in the first place, he who 
tells a hundred lies hag disarmed the force of his 
lies. But, besides, a man had rather hav a hun- 
dred lies told of him than one truth which he does 
not wish should be told.” Goldsmith : “For my 
part I'd tell truth and shame the devil.” Johnson: 
“Yes, sir; but the devil will be angry. I wish to 
shame the devil as much as you do, but I should 
choose to be out of the reach of his claws.” Gold- 
smith : ** His claws can do you no harm when you 
hav the shield of truth.”—Boswell’s Life of Dr. 
Johnson. 


Or» David Hope lived on a little farm close to 
Solwayshore, a mile or two east of Annan, a wet 
country, with late harvests, which are sometimes 
incredibly difficult to save—ten days continuously 
pouring, then a day, perhaps two days, of drought, 
part of them, it maybe, of high roaring wind, dur- 
ing which the moments are golden for you, and, 
perhaps, you had better work all night as pres- 
ently there will be deluges again. David's stuft, 
one such morning,was all standing dry, ready to be 
saved still, if he stood toit, which was very much 
his iutention. Breakfast, wholesome, hasty por- 
ridge, was soon over, and next in course came 
family worship, what they called taking the book, 
i.e., taking your Bible, psalm and chapter always 
part of the service. David was putting on his 
spectacles when somebody rushed in. “Such a 
raging wind risen will drive the stooks (stacks) 
into the sea, if let alone." “ Wind ?". answered 
David. “ Wind canna get ae (one) straw that has 
been appointed mine. Sit down and let us wor- 
ship God.”—Carlyie’s Reminiscences, 


To find people who believe their religion as a 
person believes that fire will burn his hand, when 
thrust into it, we must seek them iu those oriental 
countries Where Europeans do not yet predomi- : 
nate, or iu the European world, where it is still 
universally Catholic.—Mill’s Essays on Religion. 
[Norr.—Specimens of the type of David Hope 
still linger, I suppose,-in the Hebrides, and, not 
impossibly, in the God-forsaken state of Delaware, 
but Mill, educated by an eulightened, though not 
infallible, father, had no idea that such stone- 
blinduess existed outside of heatheuism or popery. 
His friend, Carlyle, could hav enlighteued him, 


but I can well fancy that they would keep clear of — — 


talking on such subjects. There would hav been 


no good.—Hylaz.1 


Wiru regard to my blankness in religion—you 
call by & mild name a set of opinions to which 
men usually attach a name that burns more than 
Inquisitor’s fire and fagots—I hav fixed myself in 
that because I hav not yet found that faith which 
I could believe, and none among the creeds of this 
world which I could wish to be true. Icould pict- 
ure to myself a bright creed truly, but to think 
thatit would be real because it was pretty would 
be childish indeed.—CAarles Butler. 


Ix discussing anything the weight of reasouing, 
and not of authority, should be sought, since the 
authority of those who profess to teach is, on the 
whole, a hindrance to those who wish to learu 
For the latter cease to depend upon their own 
judgment, and take for granted the conclusions 
of those in whom they confide.—Cicero. 
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THE WORKINGMAN’S BURDEN. 


diofes and Clippings. 


An Albany speculåtor is said to be making 
a good deal of money by purchasing Canadian 
silver in New York at 20 per cent discoun 


- and circulating it at home at par. 


. Mns. Litta May Pavy, widow of the late 
Dr. Octave Pavy, naturalist and surgeon of 
the Greeley Arctic expedition, has given to 
the National Museum at Washington the 
relics collected by her husband on his trip to 
the Arctic region, reserving the right to with- 
draw them if she desires at any time during 
her lifetime. 


Dr. Prrer E. Mryor, of Schenectady, 
thinks he has discovered a gold mine in Ful- 
ton, Schoharie county, N. Y. He has a rocky 
farm there, and in looking for building stone 
he came upon evidences of gold, which, on 
examination, indicated a yield of $584 to the 
ton. He has filed his claim to the mine with 
the secretary of state. 


A PnHysIOIAN in Middletown, N. Y., had 
such success in treating diphtheria that he 
boasted that he ‘‘ defied God almighty to 
produce a case of diphtheria he couldn’t 
cure.” Immediately after, his eight children 
died of that disease, and now the neighbor- 
hood claims ‘‘ a visitation in punishment of 
defiance of the deity.” 


IN Tux TROTA SEEKER of the 14th inst., an 
account was given of the refusal of Clerk Jar- 
vis, of the Naturalization Bureau, to issue 
papers to Carl Robitscheck, because of his 
declination to take the oath. Mr. Robit- 
scheck has since found a friend in the person 


of Henry Akrep, who, by threatening Clerk 
Jarvis with legal proceedings, compelled the 
Naturalization Bureau to accept Mr. Robit- 
scheck’s affirmation, as provided in the Re- 
vised Statutes of the United States. 


Tar Brooklyn Hxaminer (Roman Catholic) 
seems to hav small respect for the eccle- 
siastical character of the Abbé (and Canon) 
Liszt. The Hraminer says: ‘At his fu- 
neral in Bayreuth there were no religious 
ceremonies, and his remains were conveyed 
to the cemetery suggestivly accompanied by 
the city fire brigade." - K 


A JEnsEY Orry scamp married a woman be-: 


cause she had $150 saved. Then he boarded 
with her brother-in-law until he learned where 
his wife’s folks kept their cash, when he stole 
his wife’s $150 and $100 from her brother, 
and decamped. The Jersey City police are 
looking for the man for robbing the brother- 
in-law, but in New Jersey a man cannot be 
punished for robbing his wife. New Jersey, 
as we hav before remarked, is a great state— 
a little larger than Delaware. 


In the past winter, at one of the Salvation- 
ist meetings at Canaseraga, when lots of men 
and women rose up to tell their experience, a 
little boy got up, thinking that he would not 
be behind in confession, and in a shrill voice 
delivered the following short speech, word 
for word: ‘‘I guess Jizzus is bully; I love 
him more and more; he picked me out of the 
gutter.” The poor little brat probably did 
not know what whisky and beer were, and 
was not tall enough to steal apples. The same 
season, at a Salvationist meeting at Black 
Creek, in Birdsall, a slim, tall boy rose up, 
and clearing his throat, with some embarrass- 


ment made the follo"ing maiden speech: 
“Brethren, they m2; call me a crank, or a 
God-damn fool; don’t care; they may call 
me what they God-damn please; I am washed 
in the blood; brethren, pray for me.” Being 
** washed in the blood,” that boy must carry 
around with him the odors of sanctity. 


In their dual capacity of Christians and 
law-expounders judges sometimes take queer 
positions. In 1821 a judge of this city 
handed down a decision in a blasphemy case 
and it has been formulated by a legal ‘‘ di- 
gester” into ‘‘law:” '''To speak contempt- 
uous words of our savior is not punished as 
blasphemy where the words were uttered in 
the course of an intemperate political dispute 
by one who belonged to a church, and fre- 
quented it, and was of good character gen- 
erally.” f 


In the Chicago Anarchists’ trial the prose- 
cution has closed its argument, and the de- 
fense is now pleading. Mr. Walker was 
applauded by the audience when in his 
speech he referred to Spies’s speech at Grand 
Rapids on Washington’s birthday. Mr. 
Walker said: ‘‘Spies compared himself to 
George Washington. He said: ‘There will 
be a revolution in 1886 when the eight-hour 
movement reaches its culmination. George 
Washington led a. revolution. If he had 
failed he would hav been punished; if I fail 
I will be punished.’” l 


Messrs. WILLIAMS AND MAINWARING, So- 
cialistic speakers, were arrested in London for 
holding an outdoor meeting, the charge being 
obstructing the streets. The judge fined 
them $100 each, with the alternativ of two 
months in jail. Williams and Mainwaring 


maintain that they had a right to speak where. 
they did, and will not pay the fine. Ifthe 
authorities put them in prison, the sin will be 
that of the municipal authorities. The work- 
ingmen of London are fast realizing that the 
police are being used against them, while 
religious exhorters may use the streets 
whenever they choose without molestation. 


Terre has been, doubtless, a good deal of 
twaddle talked on both sides of the questions 
that arise concerning religious education in 
our public schools. President Seelye, of 
Amherst College, goes very near the root of 
the matter when he asks, in the July Forum, 
why we should teach the life of Julius Cesar 
in our schools and not that of Jesus Christ. 
And, indeed, why should we ?—Advocate. 
For the very good reason that the life of 
Cesar is history; that of Jesus Christ is not. 
As Miss Gardener would express it, we must 
discriminate historical facts from theological 
fictions. 


SENATOR Incas, of Kansas, is said to be 
a firm believer in pure secular government, 
as enunciated by Washington and Jefferson, 
and is possessed withal of ample statesman- 
like courage to maintain his convictions in 
any emergency. Mr. Shepherd, of Leaven- 
worth, recently wrote him upon the subject 
of church encroachment, calling . attention 
particularly to the Comstock bill now in the 
Senate, and elicited a response from which 
the following is taken: ‘‘ The subject is one 
of very great importance, and requires ear- 
nest and careful consideration. I shall en- 
deavor to 80 act as to protect the liberties of 
the country against the assaults of its adver- 
saries, whether political or evangelical.” 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. AUGUST 21, 1889. 


Communications. - 


. Facts About the New Testament. 


A full knowledge of the true history of the Chris- 
: tian religion would astonish most Christians. The 
gospels of the New Testament did not assume a 
canonical position until the latter part of the second 
century. No book was called scripture until the 
year 170. It is wonderful to think how much the 
Christian has believed and how little he has known. 

Now, I want to make an illustration. Suppose a 
proposition should be made to unite all the churches 
in one common body, and a great council should be 
called, and all the churches should send representa- 
tivs to the council. Would not the Roman Catholic 
representativs strive with all their power to inject all 
the Catholic doctrin into the council that it was pos- 
sible for them todo? ‘Would not the Baptists strive 
with might and main for their peculiar ideas and 
dognias? Would not the Presbyterians and Meth- 
odists manifest equal zeal and strive in like manner? 
In ghort, would not each church push its claims to 
the extent of its ability? 

This was exactly the case with the councils of the 
church in which the doctrins and what was to consti- 
tute the.scriptures of the New Testament were set- 
tled. Before these councils the various writings of 
which I hav spoken were presented. Of course, 
every partisan was pushing his claim. Every writer. 
was anxious to hav his.writings inspired by being 
adopted by the church councils. Hence these coun- 
eils were frequenily the scenes of hot disputes and 
bitter quarrels. Each partisan urged his own claim, 
and in many instances decried the claims of others. 
Cliques were formed like the political rings of the 
present day for the purpose of carrying some partic- 
ular measure. At these councils the divinity of 
Christ, the miraculous conception, the resurrection, 
the ascension, the holy trinity, and other doctrins of 
the church were discussed and yoted upon. 
councils selections were made.from the. various 
writings which comprise the scriptures of the New 
Testament, the councils deciding by vote which was 
the word of God and which was not. Creeds and 
parts of scripture which were adopted at one council 
were rejected at another. Some of these councils 
broke up with kicks.and cuffs and broken heads. 

A full history of all these councils would lead one 
to believe that if these Christian writers were inspired 
from above, the members of some of the councils 
were inspired from the lower country. 

"We know very little about the teachings and 
doings of Christ. Those who wrote about him, like 
` the biographers of Washington, got in a great many 
hatchet-stories. They wrote what they pleased in the 
interests of the church, in times when the masses 
were too ignorant to read, before the art of. printing 
was known; there were very few to call them to 
account, and the writers who disputed what the 
Christians had written had their writings either 
altered or burnt. ; 

There seems to be preponderating evidence that 
. Some such man as Christ existed. The time of his 
birth and death is unknown. Some writers maintain 
that he died comparativly young, that his ministry 
lasted only about three years; others assert that it 
lasted over fifty years. If he was in the ministry 
over fifty years, of course his birth would hav to be 
Set back before the Christian era, so as to correspond 
with the difference between three and fifty. 

It would appear that Christ was born among the 
very poor, and that his followers were from the same 
class, so much so that they were compelled to put 
what little they possessed into a common fund in 
order to provide for those who were unable to pro- 
vide for themselvs. 

It seems marvelous that the followers of Christ 
should be driven to such straits, when the master 
was the very God, and could feed a vast multitude 
and hav more provisions left after the feast than they 
.had before. If Christ should appear among the 
churches to-day as he was when he worked at his 
irade, making yokes and plows, with his apron on, all 
dirt and grime, he would be told, as a certain woman 
was, that ^it was not desirable to hav her attend 

church until she could appear a little more present- 
able.” i 

But wasn’t that a droll kind of business for a God 
to be engaged in? What do you suppose Barnum 
would giv for a plow that God made? And oh! 
. what ox-yokes for a new country. 

Notwithstanding the fact that Christ was from the 
poor and lowly, and his followers were from the same 
class, the latter-day Christian who rents the costliest 

slip in the church is considered the biggest frog in 
the pond. He is not only allowed to occupy the 
highest bog, but does all the loud-croaking. This 
holds good wherever the Christian religion pre- 
vails. - 

It is as impossible for a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of heaven as it is for a camel to pass through 
tie eye of a needle, yet everywhere the church bows 
t» wealth, but it puts under the ban all those who do 
not indorse its superstitions. Are we bearing aloft 


At these 


the torch of reason, or are we as blind 
ing to envelop all in darkness? 2E 

Is there sin in an honest thought? Is there 
wickedness in the expression of an opinion? - Is there 
danger that there will. be too many thinkers in the 
world? Would it.not be better to encourage honest 
thinkers than to put them down? It is as wicked to 
strangle a thought as it would be to strangle a new- 
born babe. 

I believe the Christian religion to bea great delu- 
sion, but I would not suppress the thoughts of a 
Christian by force if I had the power. 

Freedom of thought tends toward better con- 
ditions, to a higher civilization. The literary world 
should be like a great fair—the best thoughts should 
bear away the highest prizes: 

Is there any good reason why a man should not be 
allowed to express his opinion upon any and all sys- 
tems of religions as well as upon any other subject ? 

Some of the most valuable books hav been 
burnt, some of the grandest ideas choked down. It 
may hav been better for the priestood, but was it 
better for the world? Hav priests and ministers the 
right to do the thinking for the rest of mankind? 
Let thought clash against thought, like two Damas- 
cus blades; perhaps a spark of truth may be elimi- 
nated. He who strikes for the freedom of thought 
strikes for the freedom of the world. He who would 
suppress the freedom of thought deserves to be a 
slave, and will sooner or later find a master. Free- 
dom of thought is worth more.to ‘the world than all 
the systems of supernatural religions put together. 

It wovrfid be painful to portray the means which the 
church has resorted to first and last to suppress the 
freedom of thought. ' Humanity must ever weep 
over imprisoned innocence. Those who hav suffered 
torture and death at the hands of the church may be 
counted by thousands. a j 

Every pretense of freedom, while the mind is en- 
slaved,is à sham. Every Christian who attempts to 
shield his religion by enslaving the.mind may be 4 
good Christian, but he. will prove a bad republican. 


as moles, try- 


If the Christian can prove that Christ can forgiv. 


sins; it. will prove a great bonanza to the Jameses, the 
Guiteaus, and all who are “roped” into the New 
Jerusalem. I believe such. doctrin to be most per- 
nicious in its influence. ‘ In the good time coming” 
every man will be a savior. "From the time wher “ I 
ran in the slippery paths of youth" up to the present 
time there is much to be forgiven, but I would much 
rather ask those against whom I hav sinned to for- 
giv me than to call upon one who died nearly two 
thousand years ago, and one whom I never had the 
power to injure. e: 


If the Christian should prove that a snake brought 
all the sin into the world, it would go hard with that 
snake if I could find him. . 

“The principles of good and evil,” says Draper, 
“are in never-ending conflict. The world is their 
battle-ground, and man is their prize.” Snake or.no 
snake, this is true. There is a Persian legend that 
the evil spirit sent a serpent to ruin the paradise 
which the good spirit had made.. This shows that 
even the old snake story is of Eastern origin. 
Friendly reader, please giv me credit for running the 
old snake of the garden into its original hole; and I 


would plug up the hole, but what would the Chris-. 


tian’s dear savior and plan of redemption amount to 
without the old snake story? > -> 

Professor Draper says: “As a gratification to their 
pride, the conquering republic brought the gods of 
the vanquished peoples to Rome. That paramount 
authority exercised by each divinity in his original 
seat disappeared at once in the crowd of gods and 
goddesses among whom he had been brought.” 

So if the Christian could be brought directly in 
contact with all the other religious systems of the 
world, he would begin “to see himself as others see 
him,” and the peculiar sanctity of his own religion 
would disappear entirely. If the miracles of the New 
Testament could be brought into fair competition 
with the miracles of Mohammed, Apollonius, Simon 
Magus, and other great miracle-workers of the world, 
they would be so tamed down as to attract neither 
attention nor comment. es 

Could the Christian be surrounded with all the 
saviors who were god-begotten and crucified to atone 
for the sins of & wicked world, he would see that the 
gods had shed a great deal of blood first and last to 
little purpose. 

Could he see all the worshipers of the world on 
bended knees before their respectiv gods and saviors, 
the consolations of the Christian religion would turn 
to ashes when it was found that millions of others 
were deriving the same consolation from other gods 
and saviors. 

Few Christians could be made to believe that a 
dove came out of a divining rod, and lit upon the head 
of Joseph, as mentioned in the Protevangelion. But 
if the book containing this statement had been voted 
the word of God, every Christian would hav believed 
it. All the Christian has for his faith to rest upon is 
the votes of men, and some of them very bad men 
too. The early fathers referred to this gospel, and 
it was believed to be genuin by many of the early 


| make, eh? 


Christians. . Whether true or false, the New Testa- 
ment was partly made up from it. 


Oswald. says : 
“The committee of the church council that made: the 


four gospels the canon of their faith: had to select 


them from fifty-four contradictory versions." 

If the early writers were inspired, where did. these 
“contradictory versions” come from? One thing is 
certain: those who made the selection were not in- 
spired, and the Christian ought to see that all he has 
to depend upon is the reliability of that committee 
of whom not one Christian in ten thousand knows 
anything. 

A few words to the Liberal reader will close this 
article. These “Facts About the New Testament,” 
which I hav been a long time gathering up, were 
mainly written out on my knée in the workshop, a - 
few minutes at a time as I was able to snatch them 
from my business. If time is permitted, some day I 
shall giv them a more elaborate finish. 

But I am growing old, and life at the best is un- 
certain, and I thought it might be the means of doing 
some good to touch the torch of these facts to the 
brain of some young man, even though it were done 
in a bungling way. 

The facts as stated will be verified by consulting 
the works of Waite, Draper, Taylor, Mosheim, Paine, 
and Gibbon. I advise every young Liberal to obtain 
these works and study them closely ; they will serve 
as a shield while fighting the battle against supersti- 
tion. 

In the days of slavery I was told that the slaves 
were happy and contented with their lot. I said I 
would never cease to heap curses upon an institution 
which was clothed with power to utterly obliterate ' 
the last vestige of manhood from the human mind. © 
More than eighteen hundred years the cruelest super- 
stition which the world ever saw has been plowing 
deep furrows into the human brain, until millions are 
reft of their manhood, and lie sprawling in the dust . 
at the feet of a bloated priesthood. AUC 

And, now, my Liberal young friend, I want to in- 
duce you to take up this fight against superstition, 
and wage a stronger battle than my limited circum- 
stances hav allowed me to do. And I want to say 
that I ask no higher honor than to hav some young 
man with talent and courage stand at my grave, and, | 
in the name of humanity, pledge himself to carry on.- 
this fight until reason is enthroned, and the last 
vestige of superstition is drived from our land. 

Joun Pxcx. 
—— e 


Si Slokum to the Religious Editor.. 


To tHe Epiror or tHe INpEPENDENT, Sir: The fol- 


| lowing you copied'from Tur TaurH SEEKER: 


I wish I had the gift of gab, I would get onto the revival ` 
racket at once. There are thousands, if not millions, in it. 
— Bi Blokum. : 

This sentiment, you remark, “leaves little room 
for surprise that scandalously bad people occasionally 
get into the church.” 

Now, I wrote these words to show, in the best way, 
what I thought of your Christian “revivalists,” who, 
to à man, are “on the racket” for money. A set of 
deadbeats and mountebanks, every one of them is 
making tenfold more money than he could possibly 
make otherwise, and you know 4t. Sam Jones wasn't 
worth a dollar when he “ struck the racket,” and Sam 
Small was over ears in debt when he “got onto it;” 
they are now both raking in the dollars hand over 
fist, as the saying is, getting these dollars from poor 
fools much easier than they ever before got any 
dollars. , 

Speaking of bad people that “ occasionally get into 
the church,” allow me to say that “occasionally” is 
good, very good. If I could believe that good people . 
* occasionally get into the church," my opinion of the 
church would be different from what it is; but I 
don't believe it, and my opinion of the church is what 
itis. 

I' repeat that, were I a Christian (?) possessed of 
the gift of gab, I would get onto the revival racket 
without loss of time. No ordinary business that I 


'know of pays as well as this racket, and money is 


what the Christian (?) is after all the time and every 
time, and fools pour it into the pockets of the “ reviv- 
alist,” who knows there is no soft thing in life for 
him equal to the one he is working, and which he 
works to the extent of his ability. It is a wonder to 
me that there are not more in the business—observe 
that I look upon it as a business, an extremely shady 
one, requiring first-class hypocrisy to conduct suc- 
cessfully, of which Christians (?) alone hav the mo- 
nopoly—than are now engaged in it. It must be 
that it requires no little * personal magnetism,” a 
quality or gift that does not largely obtain with mor- 
tals, to draw and keep drawing crowds of fools and 
the dollars from their pockets; otherwise “ revival- 
ists” would abound and run the whole business into 
the ground. What a “revivalist” Jim Blaine would 
Talmage would make a “corker,” too. 
To be sure, he is not so “magnetic” as Jim, but, 
king of clowns as he is, he would probably draw as 
well as the “man magnetic" of Maine. But he won't 
go “on the road,” having a softer thing with an 
established cireus of his own where his grotesque 
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contortions, convulsing grimaces, and stage tricks 
are enjoyed: by thousands who are willing to pay well 
for being amused by the boss theological clown of all 
Christendom. : 

The * sentiment " I expressed, in order to show the 
character of these Doctors of Hypocrisy, is the senti- 
ment that urged them to go into the “revival” busi- 
mess, and the sentiment that causes them to stick to 
it. - Money is what they are after, and the easiest way 
| to get it is the way for them, hence they work the 
“revival” business, the easiest of all ways of getting 
money, save Jay Gould's way, which they hav not 
the brains for, so try the next best and easiest way. 
Tt is the sentiment that urges men to join the church 
and become Chirstians (? The argument is: I can 
succeed better if I join the church. I can sell 1,800 
pounds of coal for a ton, and never be questioned, be- 
cause I am a church-member and a Christian (?). I can 
adulterate my coffees, teas, sugars, and everything 
that will bear adulteration, and not be suspected, for 
the ægis of church-membership covereth a multitude 
of sins from the sight of the world. That’s the argu- 
ment, and he joins the church forthwith and becomes 
a full-fledged Christian (?). It is the sentiment that 
rules-all you Christians (?), Mr. Independent Editor, 
and you know it. : : 

Gracious! I should like to look upon some of those 
* geandalously bad people who occasionally get into 
the church.” They must be the toughest of tough 
cusses, if they exceed in badness many of your pious 
pulpiteers in the seduction line, or exalted laymen in 
the bank-wrecking line, and who rob widows and 
orphans tight and left, and are up to all sorts of ras- 
cality, such as is every day being exposed. But as a 
few drops of sludge acid dropped into a bucket of 
sewer filth won't make the latter much the worse, so 
a few “scandalously bad people getting into the 
church occasionally” won't make the church much 
the worse, as I look at it. How is it with your vision, 
Mr. Editor? Perhaps you never looked at it in that 
light. But I hav no other light; so don’t distress 
yourself with the thought that I might get into the 
church. I don't want, and wouldn't hav, any of it in 
mine, and wouldn’t touch it with a forty-foot pole. 
What is the saying about pitch and defilenent? 
Doubtless you can bring it to mind. . 

‘Hoping you will be able some day to say that some 
very good people are “occasionally getting into the 
church,’ I remain ` Yours despairingly, 
ES m Sr Stoxum. 

To THE Eprror or Tur Trura Seexer, Sir: I send 
` the above to you for publication, doubting very much 

that the Independent editor would be independent 

enough to publish it. ` S. S. 

; a 9——— 
“ Superstition in the Labor Movement.” 


The sensible and witty article of Mr. George Mac- 
donald in Tue Trurs SEEKER of April 24th suggests a 
few remarks. Although “land nationalization” ex- 
presses the spirit of Henry George's agitation, you 


overlook the circuitous method of effecting this which: 


he proposes in “ Progress and Poverty," and which is 
the same now enthusiastically advocated by a New 
York organ devoted to his apostolate, viz., Spread 
the Light. Mr. George's panacea against laudlordry. 
: in which he sees the devil and the genesis of all the 
ills that flesh is heir so, is “to tax land up to its full 
value," meaning thus to transfer all profits of rent to 
the government treasury, but his scheme does not 


suppress private ownership of land, nor does Henry. 


George accept limitation of areas in landed property. 
Subject to the tax, the soil should, in George's view, 
be a market commodity, open to speculation. 

A devout believer in “concentration ” as the prac- 
tical spirit of our age, and especially in the accumula- 
tion of wealth by any other capitalists than landlords, 
approving usury and commercial profits, Henry 
George is hand in glove with the political economists. 
Repudiating cooperation as a remedy for the evils of 
labor, and aspiring to nothing beyond the wage or 
hireling system, he would justify by the logical appli- 
cation of his principle, one man or corporation in own- 
ing all the soil of the United States, and cultivating it 
by hired labor, if he only paid his fax assessment. Now, 
this ought to be less difficult than for a “right whale,” 
the toothless whale that swallows without biting, but 
whose throat is hardiy bigger than an ox’s, to swal- 
low Jonah. Mir. George makes it easier by suppress- 
ing all taxes on improvements, though here occurs 
the practical objection that Mr. Macdonald has noted, 
viz., the difficulty of separating such added values in 
the assessment, from the soil, of which manures, for 
example, are integrant, and whose values in all agri- 
cultural land are relativ to the soil. The “unearned 
increment" by rise of value in city lots is the basis of 
distinct economie problems, and it is plausibly argued 
by many that this should not be left a prey to spec- 
ulators. It remains to ask who has the best right to 
, it or the taxes it will bear, the general government or 
the local municipality from whose civic aggregation 
the rise in value has resulted. . But such niceties do 
not arrest Mr. George's attention; he is statesman or 
Aothing, and his ideal is the absorption of all other 
taxes in the land-tax, which alone in its glory is to 
suffice for all the costs, the expenditures, the extrav- 


agances Of government. His sanguin disciples ex- 
pect it to yield, after paying the public debt, a surplus 
debt, for the purchase of the railroads, and tele- 
graphs next, and. the fac'ories afterward, but Mr. 
George has not, that I am aware, himself avowed 
state Socialism. 

. His attention, in “Progress and Poverty," was 
preoccupied with agricultural affairs. Now remark 
this: the difference in profits between ordinary farm- 
ing and the great bonanza farms does not result from 
a greater yield per acre, but from the application of 
steam or the dynamo with improved machinery to a 
great number of acres, with a corresponding reduc- 
tion in the number of laborers. In agriculture, as in 
manufacture, the quantity, as compared with hand- 
work, is thus as one hundred to one, and it is com- 
puted by the leading proprietor or manager at Glyn- 
don, Dakota, as Edward Atkinson mentions, that one 
man’s labor,already equivalent to a yield of 5,500 
-bushels of wheat, or the culture of half a section, 
may, by perfected arrangements, yield twice as much, 
extending to a 640-acre tract, though of course not 
separately or isolativly. 

In climates where, as in Arkansas and tropicward, 
two crops a year are obtainable, the number of labor- 
ers must be increased, but the highest wages still 
bear no proportion to the profits. The machinery, 
the buildings, etc., are improvements that Mr. George 
would exempt from taxation, which would therefore fall 
lightly upon the great capitalist of the bonanza farm, 
but heavily upon the small farmer, without improved 
machinery or their great motors, and whose property 
consists mainly in the soil itself. What prevents 
them’ from combining their means for the purchase of 
machinery, and working with it? Only lack of wis- 
dom, wit, and will? ] P 

These are serious obstacles, but not all. Of all fac- 
tors, the most potent are habit and custom. Now, 
these favor the adjustments of cooperation under 
capitalist authority as in factories, or governmental 
authority as in armies and navies; but the working 
farmer class is accustomed to a system of separativ 
interests, to the old-fashioned patriarchal family life, 
only narrower. Nothing short of compulsion or im- 
minent starvation will make farmers cooperate other- 
wise than with their own hired help, unless under 
some religious influence, like the Shakers or disciples 
of Socialist teachers. 

Had modern mechanics the thrifty disciplin of the 
medieval crafts, they would hav owned machinery, in- 


stead of letting it pass into the hands of a distinct’ 


class of capitalists. ` To this moral difficulty is added 
the fact that. machinery dispenses with the greater 
number of the laborers previously employed. Only 
a small number of our actual farmers could then be 
activ partners in cooperation with machinery, and if 
they can get the use of capital they will suffice for 
the supply of the market. 

Henry George objects to coóperation that it benefits 
only the coóperators, and, his ideas being confined 
to competition in the market, he cannot see how they 


are to profit, unless at other folk's expense. . This 
squinting view has a real, although limited, truth. 
The advocacy of a compulsory eight-hour law, which 
Mr. Macdonald justly condemns in Henry George, is 
in glaring inconsistency with his position in “ Prog- 
ress and Poverty,” condemning the intervention of 
government in economics, and trusting to free com- 
petition; though, as we hav just shown, compe- 
tition would not be free and fair under his land-tax 
between great and small proprietors, but fulfil the 
Christian axiom, “To him that hath shall be given, 
and from him that hath not shall be taken away even 
that which he hath." i 
The eight-hour'regulation would result in the em- 
ployment of relays, or a double set of hands—even a 
treble or quadruple set in some works—and better 
qualities of work are done short of fatigue than when 
fatigued.; but to realize the advantages of leisure it 
is necessary not to be too hungry. Now, if twelve 
hours’ work barely pays enough to liv by, how will 
capitalists be induced to pay as much for eight 
hours? Such laws imply the abolition of personal 
contracts, and finally the monopoly of capital by 
government, with the vague and pueril supposition 
that its authoritativ taskmasters will prove more mer- 
ciful than our actual employers. But look at the 
Egypt of the Pharaohs and its fellahs. There is 
your state Socialism cut and dry. Privileged task- 
masters, whether appointed or ‘elected, as elections 
go—will they be more considerate for the laborer, 


| not of their own party, or will the ballot giv the title 


to employment ? EncrwonrH. 
e 


Bacon vs. Shakspere. 


The Shakspereans appear to cling to their idol 
with the same tenacity that the Christians hold on to 
their Jesus. The editor of the Chicago Current hav- 
ing ‘made some derisiv remarks about the alleged 
proof that Shakspere could not write, I addressed 
him a card in a chipper style, which he not only 
printed with antagonistic comments, but con- 
descended to write me privately as follows: 


You are enlisted in a war on our greatest literary genius. 
As you know, I, in common with mankind, hav no sym- 


pathy with you. .Even if I could tolerate the discussion abc 
all I should demand a preliminary state of mind in the inves- 
ligation that you hav not got. If a man saw he could de- 
throne Shaksperc, he ought to feel unhappy; he should not 
glory in such work. I giv you my opinions candidly be- 
cause I expect to do what I canto embarrass’ even the tem- 
porary success of all such &dventures as yours. 

. To this I replied as follows: 

You tell mc I am “‘ enlisted in a war on our greatest liter- 
ary genius. How so? Do I make war on Bacon? : 

You say that you, “iu common with mankind,” hav no 
sympathy with me. Tut, tut! How many of mankind hav 
yet given à thought to the question? And how many care 
whether Bacon or Shakspere wrote the plays? But already 
we hav a fine array of Baconians, and the converts are com- 
ing in fast. 

As for my “ preliminary state of mind,” it was always re- 
ceptiv of truth, and in my pamphlet I treat the subject dis- 
passionately. But do you not D etus the unreceptiv state of 
your mind in the expression, ** If I could tolerate the discus- 
sion at all," and again when you say, '* I expect to do what 
Ican to embarass even the temporary success of such advent- 
ures as yours ?” : : 

You taunt me with glorying in my work, and tell me that 
if I could dethrone Shakspere I ** ought to feel unhappy." 

I am indeed sorry to disturb the benighted worshipers of 
the dumb idol of Avon, but do I not giv them in its place an 
object worthy of the highest adoration ? ` 

But mine is only a little contribution. There cometh after 
me a mightier one who will prove beyond all cavil that Bacon 
concealed and yet disclosed his authorship in the folio of 
1623 by an incontrovertible cipher. 

W. H. B. 


——e 
Our London Letter. 

It is gratifying to the Freethought party that 
Charles Bradlaugh is once more in the field as a 
lecturer and writer against religious superstition. 
His political career has hitherto absorbed the greater 
portion of his time, so much so, indeed, that he had 
apparently drifted quite away from the pursuit of his 
earlier days. But now that his parliamentary troub- 
les, with the exception of the appeal yet to be heard 
before the lords, are well over, he no doubt finds 
himself more at liberty to resume his attacks on cler- 
ical error. 

One of his bitterest. opponents, Sir Henry Tyler, 
has, through Bradlaugh’s instrumentality, been con- 
.vieted of infringing the law, and fined for actions 
that no decent individual would be guilty of; and 
another of them, Baron de Worms, has just found it 
necessary to relieve himself of his unfaithful wife. He 
would much better hav been employed in attending 
to his domestic affairs than in opposing a properly 
qualified member of Parliament from taking his seat 
in the House. [Itis rather curious that so many of 
Bradlaugh’s opponents hav come to grief.one way 
and another, while those who hav supported him hav 
been much more fortunate. 

There is à big Wesleyan Methodist conference in 
London just now, and consequently quite a show of 
long black coats and soft felt hats. It is about the 
most mixed lot I hav seen for some time; every type 
of physiognomy is visible. Some of the individuals 
are very truculent looking, and intelligent faces are 
the exception. I do not know what they are sup- 
posed to be doing—probably organizing some plan for 
increasing the receipts, which, I understand, are not 
coming in so freely as might be desired. . The beat- 
ing of the drum ecclesiastic is not so efficacious as it 
once was, and the parsons hav to put on more power 
to enable them to cover the expenditure and keep all 
the churches going. 

The vicar of a church in Lambeth has been greatly 
upset by a proposition brought before the vestry 
condemning the system of burial fees, and has writ- 
ten a letter in which he offers to bury the vestryman 
who made the motion, free of cost, stating that “as a 
Christian minister” he would be extremely and par- 
ticularly happy of having the opportunity of so doing. 
One member said the man who could write such a 
letter was a disgrace to any denomination, but I 
should imagin he was a fair sample of his kind. A 
parson always flies to arms if there is any suggestion 
of cutting down his fees. He prefers the cash to 
waiting till he is fed by ravens. 

Messrs. Foote and Ramsey hav met witli a slice of 
bad luck. A fire which broke out in an adjoin- 
ing building caught their premises, and did a great 
amount of damage, and I hear just at the critical 
time they were uninsured. There will be great joy 
in the Christian community in consequence, and it 
will no doubt be attributed to the just anger of the 
Lord, though in such case it was rather clumsily 
managed, as so much property belonging to others, 
who are not Atheists, has also. been destroyed. 

The elections this time hav gone against Gladstone, 
but then this would be only what might be antici- 
pated, as it could scarcely be expected that a 
Christian nation would in anywise be willing to 
grant any degree of justice to a subject race. There 
may, however, not hav been quite so much opposi- 
tion to the measure had the land-purchase scheme 
been left out, and many who were not unfavorable to 
Home Rule could not agree to being further heavily, 
taxed solely for the benefit of the landlord tribe. Of 
course the usual religious animosity was imported 
into the matter, and fervid Protestants, though fully 
assured that the Lord was with them and approved 
thoroughly of their form of religion, were not quite 
so certain that he could protect them against the en- 
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- eroachments of the scarlet woman, and so considered | anxious, to exchange any number of Spiritual facts 


that they could manage the matter so much better 
themselvs by keeping the Lrish down. 


for several hundred material dollars of the republic. 
But why isit that the truth of those facts has not. 


Beecher has been considerably lionized here, and; been demonstrated to the satisfaction of all the 


as his motto is “No pay, no preach," no doubt he is 
making a very good thing of his visit. As he does 
not appear to believe in hell and its accessories, I 
don’t quite see how those who do can giv him what 
they term “the right hand of fellowship,” but as he 
. can draw a crowd ‘and is pretty well known in one 
way or another, a trifling difference in - doctrinal 
points won't matter much. ' 

I hear that Charles Watts is lecturing about the 
country, but it appears he does not intend taking up 
his residence here, and contemplates returning to his 
&dopted home next month. I hav not run across 
him. yet, but may do so, perhaps, before he is off 
again. J. D. 


London, Eng., July 28, 1886. 


Proof. 


In general discussions there seems to be a great 
tendency to regard the word proof as absolute instead 
of conditional in its signification. One person states 
that a certain proposition or fact has been proved, 
positivly; another, with the same evidence, declares 
that it has not been proved. Each seems to think 
that if he regards it as proved or not proved, it is so, 
and the whole world ought to coincide and thus the 
question will be settled. But the question whether 
or not à proposition has been proved depends largely 
on who the umpire is. ' 

One definition of proof, as given by Webster, is, 
“That degree of evidence which convinces the mind 
of the certainty of truth or fact, and produces belief.” 
The degree of evidence necessary to convince the 
mind and produce belief varies greatly in individuals. 
Should a person of superior intelligence and remark- 
able truthfulness solemnly state that he once saw a 
man lift himself froni the ground grasping one of his 
boot-tops in each hand and remain suspended in the 
air for several minutes, doubtless people could be 
found sufficiently ignorant and credulous to believe 
it. That such an act took place would be proved to 
those people. The bare statement by a certain per- 
son would be sufficient to produce belief. Take the 
average preacher. What does proof mean to him? 
He knows that the basis of his religion is true be- 
cause it has been proved. He will tell you that the 
Bible is true because it is the word of God, and he 
knows there is a God because the Bible says so. The 
existence of God and the truth of the Bible hav been 
irresistibly and conclusivly proved to him. Ask him 
how he knows there is a God, aside from the Bible 
testimony, and he will tell you that the world couldn’t 
hav come by chance, therefore there must be a God. 
Chance and God, with him, are the only sources 
whence the universe could hav proceeded. It would 
be useless to question him further. If you under- 
take to “corner” him by asking him if he can form 
‘any clearer conception of the process of the creation 
of something from nothing by a God than by a man, 
and how he knows that God (who must be something 
if he exists at all) could hav been eternally self- 
existent but matter must hav been created, and so 
on, he will either “decline to discuss sacred subjects 
with an unbeliever," or fly back to his stronghold, 
the Bible. 

The Spiritualist has no proof of a God, but abun- 
dance of proof of the existence of disembodied 
spirits. The Materialist, though he may hav wit- 
nessed all the so-called Spiritual phenomena, has not 
had “that degree of evidence which convinces the 
mind,” therefore the existence of no kind of super- 
natural or spiritual beings has been proved to him. 

But the general standard of proof is evidence of a 

` kind and amount sufficient to produce a general con- 
currence of conviction in those fully competent to 
judge, without regard to prejudice, belief, or peculiar 
mental constitution; such as that in favor of what 
are known as the established facts of science, and 
such as may be examined and weighed by ordinary 
persons under ordinary circumstances. | 

There are four orders of beings, gods, devils, 
angels, and spirits; multiplied millions of people 
hav believed in the existence of all of them, many 
other millions hav believed in part of them, and those 
beliefs hav exerted and will continue to exert an all- 
potent influence on the actions, development, and 
historical destiny of mankind, but the actual exist- 
ence of none of these beings has ever been proved, 
giving to the word “proof” anything like its just and 
proper sense. 

It is amusing to read the communication of A. A. 
Noe, in Tux Trorn Seeker of July 17th. He says: 
“T challenge any Materialist to prove Materialism to 
be true. Do you know that death ends all?” 

What a waste of words! The Materialist might 
giv reasons “scores and scores of times” why he 
believes life to be the result of organization, but it 
would be no proof to Mr. Noe. He says: "I hav 
spent several hundred dollars to get the facts. Yes, 
sir; I hav spent time and money to get the facts, and 
I hav got them.” No doubt of it. There are dozens 
of mediums in this country who are willing, even 


adults of Ohio (Mr. Noe’s state), or even half of 
them? A large proportion of people are impressed 
with the idea that a very general belief, a belief held 
by a large majority, amounts to proof. 

The exact location of the soul in the body has 
been variously placed, some placing it in the brain, 
some in the heart, etc., but I think that formerly the 
most favored place was in the pineal gland, a small 
organ in the base of the brain. 

If all were agreed, this would giv us an approx- 
imate idea of the size of the soul; but the ancient 
Romans believed the shade or spirit to be larger than 
the physical frame. It is quite clear that no soul has 
ever been measured with sufficient accuracy to en- 
able any tailor in this world to guarantee a good fit. 
The opinions of religionists regarding the employ- 
ment of souls are very nebulous, and Spiritualists 
are scarcely more definit; so that simply the belief 
that there is & future existence is the only one 
that can properly be called general Every thinking 
person who will reflect a little on the list of ex- 
ploded beliefs will readily admit that mere belief on 
any subject, no matter by how many held, furnishes 
no element of proof, and must be discarded in con- 


‘sidering the question of proof. If Spiritualism be 


true, it is simply one of the immutable facts of nat- 
ure, and must be proved, if at all, by scientific 
methods, as any other scientific fact. Kepler proved 
that planets moved in ellipses; Newton proved the 
persistence .of mechanical foree; Lavoisier proved 
the. persistence of ponderable matter, showing that 
no atom of matter could be destroyed or created; it 
was proved that Guiteau shot Garfield; it has been 
proved that violations of natural laws.are injurious 
to health. Prove Spiritualism as truly as any of the 
above facts hav been proved, and you can count all 
the Materialists in this country on the fingers of one 
hand. The Materialist may not be able to prove 
that “ death ends all,” but he has an immense advan- 
tage over the Spiritualist, for he has something to 
work upon; something from which data can be de- 
rived; something which can be examined and 
analyzed, viz., matter. Everybody believes in matter. 
It has often been stated, however, that Bishop 
Berkeley (born in 1684) argued against the existence 
of matter Even Byron Suid * When Bishop 
Berkeley said there was no matter, and proved it, 
twas no matter what he said" (Don Juan). 
this is a mistake, probably due. to misconceptions 
and illogical inferences. Berkeley carried the spirit- 
ualistic doctrin to a great extreme, but his argument 
was that we hav no more grounds for doubting the 
existence of spirit than we hav for denying the ex- 
istence of matter. Quite a different thing. 

Suppose a case. A seance is held. I attend, by 
invitation of a zealous Spiritualist, one who has 
* got the facts,” having paid well for them—Mr. Noe, 
for instance—who guarantees to furnish me with 
positiv proof of a spirit existence. I promis to do 
my utmost to.grasp every scintilla of evidence, and 
giv it due weight. The medium shows me a pair of 
clean slates, on which I can see no writing. She 
places a bit of pencil between them, locks them, and 
places them in a certain position. Soon a scratching 
is heard, and in a short time the slates are opened, 
and behold! several lines of writing are seen upon 
them, signed, D. M. Bennett, for instance.. My 
friend shows me the slates, and says, triumphantly, 
"See that writing. .The medium did not write it 
and could not (?) hav written it, therefore Bennetts 
spirit must hav written it." 

Here, then, is the vaunted proof. I see writing on 
a slate. I cannot explain how it was produced, and 
frankly say so. Spiritualism has been proved true, 
and I am expected to understand it. That is my 
friend's position at this point. But I reply that all 
is not clear; that when I consider the marvelous 
feats of legerdemain, the production of writing in an 
unaccountable manner fails to make a very deep im- 
pression of any kind on my mind. 

But, granting the entire absence of trickery, I fail 
to see even the ghost of anything like proof. I know 
that writing has been produced in various ways by 
human beings, and no other beings anywhere can 
write, so far as I know; hence writing, of itself, 
wherever found and. under whatever circumstances, 
is prima facie evidence of human handiwork and 
cannot be ascribed to any other than a living person 
unless positiv evidence, wholly independent of the 
writing itself, is produced of some other agency. No 
such evidence has been produced, hence it must still 
be held that this writing is the work of a living per- 
son. “But,” says my friend, “our observation 
failed to detect any person doing it, yet it indicates 
intelligence.” I reply, “If you depend on intelli- 
gence for a solution, tell me what intelligence is like. 
I will giv you five minutes to form a mental picture 
of intelligence and tell me one of its properties. 
You find it’ impossible to form a conception of in- 
telligence except as manifested by some organized 
being. If a spirit wrote that, the pencil was moved 
by muscular power. Muscular power implies muscles, 


But: 


and muscles imply all the other organs of a conscious 
being. Now, no person can conceive of an organized 
being passing through a slate, or even through the 
crack between the frames. No organism could pass 
through solid matter’ without disintegration, A 
vague, shadowy, misty outline of a human form ap- 
pears to your imagination. That is the spirit. You 
are puzzled to know how the writing was produced, 
and you jump to the conclusion that the spirit did 
it; but to realize, even in the remotest degree, the - 
act of passing to the inside of the slate and moving 
the pencil is wholly beyond human comprehension.” 

Fancy the dignified George Washington, in a 
Revolutionary suit, crawling through the crack be- 
tween two slate-frames at the request of the cele- 
brated medium, Madam Fizzletop, of Shinbone Alley, 
who, for and in consideration of the sum of one dol- 
lar of lawful money, has undertaken to astonish the 
senses and gratify the morbid curiosity of Mr. Josiah ` 
Hayseed. : 

* Now, there are two properties common to and 
pervading all matter and inseparable from it—inertia 
and gravity. Ifthe bodies of spirits are lighter than 
air, bulk for bulk, they will rise above it; if they are 
heavier, they will come to the ground in spite of in- 
telligence; hence the alleged power of spirits to 
roam through space at will, visit other planets, etc., 
is impossible, and I ask you to prove the act possible 
before asking me again to believe that a spirit did 
the writing.” “But perhaps they hav wings.” 
“ Perhaps, but there is not the least ground for such 
a supposition, and no body heavy enough to come to 
the ground could fly with wings anywhere near to 
the top of our atmosphere, to say nothing of going 
through a supposed ethereal substance not known to 
exist. You persist in assuming the truth of the very 
fact you hav set out to prove. : No matter how much 
you know about spirits, you must constantly bear in 
mind that I know absolutely nothing. I hav not the 
least conception of the form, weight, size, color, or sub- 
stance of a spirit. During the test I saw and heard 
nothing but objects perfectly familiar. Then how 
can writing or any other alleged spiritual perform- 
ance giv me the least idea of what it is like? Fill 
ten slates with writing, cover the walls of a room 
with writing in an instant, and still I deny that the 
first element of proof of spirit existence has been 
furnished, and I will trust the decision of this point 
to any eminent lawyer or scientist in this country. 

* Can you or any of the professors you hav named 
iell me anything about the substance composing 
spiritual bodies? Does it contain one or more or 
none of the sixty-three elements composing all known... 
matter? If any, which? If none, of what is it 
composed? Hav you ever had & piece of spiritual 
substance in your hand? Havany of your professors 
ever analyzed any of it? If so, please name some of 
its properties? Is it elastic or rigid? Is it affected 
by heat and cold? Where is the source of supply? 
You can giv no information on any of these points, 
yet you.are sure there is such a thing. The question 
of spiritual garments has been mentioned so often I 
will refrain from asking any questions about them. 
Neither will-I inquire about spiritual food, though it 
would be interesting to know whether spirits hav 
beefsteak every day, and whether they hav to work 
for it. If spirit bodies are composed of matter, their 
alleged acts hav been shown to be impossible; if 
they are composed of a substance whose properties 
are unknown, how do you know that they could act 
on matter, which they must do if their alleged acts 
are real? f l 

* You say.that spirits are invisible because of the 
fineness or rarity of the substance composing them. 
Now, substance that is invisiblein daylight because: 
of its rarity cannot be seen at night even with the 
aid of an electric light. Then why is a dark place 
always necessary to the production of a spirit? Is 
this not suspicious, to say the least? They say that 
a spirit becomes visible by taking on some of the 
grosser substance of the medium, An ingenious 
solution, truly. That is the most consummate piece 
of humbug the most audacious impostor ever con- 
ceived. There is nothing analogous to it in all 
nature, and the fact that intelligent people can 
swallow such stuff denotes a degree of credulity that 
is not. only amazing but lamentable. Why don't the 
mediums supply them with means to make themselvs 
heard? Again, if D. M. Bennett (or any other per- 
son of good character) was as honest a man as his 
most intimate friends claim, and wanted to inform 
the world of the truth of the sublime and thrilling 
fact of continued existence, that information would 
be free. I utterly refuse to believe that he would 
communicate through, and thus become an accom- 
plice of, any medium who would use such information 
as a means of acquiring sordid gain, besides suffering 
the mortification of finding himself disbelieved by 
some of his best friends. This is only an inference, 
and could not affect any positiv. evidence of spirit 
life, but in the absence of such evidence it has a bear- 
ing on the question of inherent probability.” 

Professor Bain, of Aberdeen University, one of the 
greatest logicians of the world, and author of several 
standard scientific works, says: “The phenomena of 
clairvoyance are all in the position of antecedent in- 
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credibility. That anyone should see with the eyes 
bandaged is at variance with the conditions of vision 
as established by all the authentic experience of the 
human race. Yet this has been affirmed by multi- 
tudes of witnesses. The testimony of witnesses, 
however, in such a matter cannot be received. The 
sole condition of admitting such & fact would be 
(what has never yet been attempted) a rigorous veri- 
fication according to the methods of experimental 
science. So with the other facts of the same class— 
. prophetic dreams, visions, or intimations of events at 
. a distance. These are all opposed to well-established 
inductions.” 
_ Let those who find solace in a hope of continued 
existence still cherish that hope. I hav no wish to 
destroy it; but to say that spirit life has been proved 
is nothing less than gross absurdity, closely border- 
ing on idiocy. As Professor Tyndall says: “And if 
you are content to make your ‘soul’ a poetic render- 
ing of a phenomenon which refuses the yoke of 
ordinary mechanical laws, I, for one, would not object 
to this exercise of ideality.” 

The poet, the philosopher, the scientist, the phi- 
lanthropist, all who hav acquired honorable fame, hav 
left an imperishable impress on the world that will 
mold, in .some degree, our opinions and characters 


and those of succeeding generations, and will cause |’ 


them to be held in grateful remembrance down 
through the coming ages. This is & glorious im- 
mortality and a true one. Let them rest. Do not 
dishonor the memories of the noble dead by drag- 
ging them out on midnight errands at the beck and 
eall of ignorant charlatans, preying on the misplaced 
credulity of their fellow-creatures. 
: How hav the mighty fallen! 

The departed great ones of earth hav shrunk in bod- 
ily proportions to the size of & needle's point, and it is 
noticeable that their intellects hav shrunk in & pro- 
portionate degree, judging from mediumistic ac- 
counts. This shows that mediums are not lost to a 
sense of fitness in every respect. No man, since 
reaching the alleged spirit-world, has ever said a truer, 
wiser, or more important thing than he did when liv- 
. ing, and has never blessed the world with the least 
scrap of useful information. N. G. W. 

. -me 


The New York State. Convention. 


The following sums to defray expenses of the New 
.. York State Freethinkers’ Annual Convention hav 
i been received: , 


T TEEPS 


E. B.-Foote, Sr., M. 
E. B. Foote, Jr., M.D... PY 
E. MESI MP š 5.00 


Contributions should be sent to the treasurer, E. 
.M. Macdonald, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


The American Secular Anion. 


The Campaign Fund. 


` Previously acknowledged... $2,802.67 
O. B. Whitford (charter)... 5.00 
Eugene Merrill ££ 255 5.00 
J. F. Ruggles...... m - 2.00 
Wm. Seals......sseccsssssscersscssccone’ =} 1.00 
Wm. Bastiman.........cccccessssceccsssssscssscnscsescensceces w^ 1.00 
Rock Springs (per Z. B. Meredith, and others)... 9.60 
Greeley (per J. W. Leighton, M. J. Hoagerty, 
Capt. A. J. Wadlia, L. Hare, I. E. Williams, 
Samuel Graham, F. E. Smith, H. C. Watson, . 
Capt. David Boyd, Dr. and Mrs. Camp, Mr. 
and Mrs. Hooper, and others)..................... 20.40 
Longmont (per John R. Kelso, Mrs. Etta Kelso, 
r. and Mrs. Ashe, Mr. and Mrs. Rice, Mr. 
and Mrs. Coffin, Mr. John Hertha, Lewis 
Hertha, Mr. and Mrs. Woodward, and others) 12.50 
Longmont Secular Society (per John Hertha, sec.) 5.00 
Total. S E id ctheecesciecenessesees $2,864.17 


Przpazs Paip.—F. W. Leideker, $5; John Engstrom, $10. 
te 


News and Notes. 


Greeley, Col., was founded sixteen years ago by a 
colony mainly from New England and New York, and 
through many struggles has at last acquired a sub- 
stantial property. The farming lands about it are 
excellent and in a high state of cultivation. The 
Once cactus-covered plains are now beautiful with 
groves and abundant harvests. Greeley is like a 
jewel set in the garden spot of Colorado. 

I found a good resting-place at the home of Cap- 
tain A. J. Wadlia, a sailor and a soldier who has had 
a varied experience and won his way amid many dif- 
ficulties, and is an ardent Freethinker. He has had 
too much good sense, and disciplin out of life's bat- 
tles, to be anything else. Mr. and Mrs. Wadlia made 
my first experience of Colorado quite refreshing. 

Our friend J. W. Leighton is quite an activ 
worker, and he does not allow orthodoxy to hav much 
rest. He spares neither time nor money in the cause 
of Freethought. His family also is Liberal, and I 
enjoyed their pleasant hospitality. 

Dr. Camp and his family are equally enthusiastic, 
and it was quite a pleasure to meet with those who 
are so thoroughly interested in advanced ideas. 

There are many Liberals in Greeley, and it is well 


worthy of the good name it bears. There is a Uni- 
tarian society established here on & somewhat radical 
basis, and it is evidently on the side of Freethought. 
I gave my lectures in its hall, and many of the Lib- 
eral Christians were present, although some of them 
are-too conservativ yet to associate with anything 
outside of Christianity. 
Unitarian church in this place is progressiv, and, 
prayers to the contrary notwithstanding, it will do 
much for science and humanity ; and for this it has 
our best wishes for its success. 

Capt. David Boyd, M. J. Hoagerty, H. C. Watson, 
J. E. Williams, Samuel Graham, F. E. Smith, Mr. 
Hooper, and others are interested in the Liberal 
work, and through their influence this part of Colo- 
rado will be a fruitful field for effort. Some of our 
friends are Spiritualists, but are broad and generous- 
minded, and for the time being find their summer- 
land in the duties and interests of this world. Suc 
humanitarian Spiritualism I enjoy. i 

I had excellent audiences at both lectures. The 
hall was full and my most radical utterances were 
warmly received. I think a Secular Union will be es- 
tablished here—not in opposition to other Liberal 
societies, but to emphasize and distinctly labor for 
the Nine Demands—the importance of which all admit. 

Mr. John Leary and Mrs. Sheppard decorated the 
platform with flowers, and Mr. I. N. Stevens enter- 
tained us with delightful music, and thus our intel- 
lectual pathway was inspired by the genius of art. 

I am now at the pleasant home of Col. John 
R. Kelso and his wife Mrs. Etta Dunbar Kelso. 
I arose early enough this morning to see the sun 
rise, and it was indeed an enchantment. The east- 
ern sky seemed one mass of gold, and all the fields 
were radiant in the intense light, and a thou- 
sand varying colors dashed over the lofty forms 
of the mountains. I came here on Tuesday last, 
August 3d, and hav given three lectures to good 
houses, in spite of the busy season and thunder- 
showers which hav kept some away. A Secular 
Union has been formed, and it looks as if a strong 
and activ organization would exist here. There are 
a large number of Liberals to keep things a-going, if 
well organized. I find Colonel Kelso a most genial 
gentleman, and it is a great pleasure to meet and 
talk with one who has had such a varied life. He has 
been a Methodist minister, a teacher, and then a sol- 
dier in the army of the Union, passing through nearly 
a hundred battles and many romantic incidents and 
adventures, receiving fifteen wounds from rebel bul- 
lets. Afterwards he was member of Congress, in 
which capacity he showed his independence and cour- 
age; and then, again, he was the “school-master 
abroad” in California, where he has fought many a 
battle for Freethought. He is author of those pro- 
found and valuable works, “The Deity Analyzed,” 
“The Bible Analyzed,” “The Real Blasphemers," 
“The Devil’s Defense," etc. He is just publishing a 
new work, “Spiritualism Sustained.” I find the colo- 
nel, though once a hard-headed Materialist, is now 
a Spiritualist, made such by his own remarkable per- 
sonal éxperiences. But his belief in other worlds 
than this does not diminish his enthusiasm for reform 
here and now, and he is a devoted laborer in the 
cause of mental emancipation. He sees the great 
dangers that threaten our free institutions, and, as in 
the war of the Rebellion, he is still ready to be a sol- 
dier in the pioneer ranks-*-and a forlorn hope, if need be 
—of our battling humanity. He has also prepared a 
work for publication entitled, *'Thé Universe Ana- 
lyzed,” and from his well-known keenness and vigor 
of thought and originality we may expect a brilliant 
and startling book. 

It was a pleasant surprise to find that Mrs. Kelso 
came from my first orthodox parish, De Kalb, I!l., 
where I used to preach in the Congregational church. 
She has been a teacher in that thriving city for sev- 
eral years, and has won eminent success in her pro- 
fession. Her parents used to listen to my orthodox 
discourses, but, like myself, Mrs. Kelso has passed 
altogether beyond the bounds of orthodoxy and en- 
joys the broad and breezy common of the universe. 

My lectures here were also made attractiv with 
music and recitations. Miss Mattie Ashe favored us 
with some excellent music. Mr. P. J. Ashe recited 
“The True Church;" Colonel Kelso, * The School- 
masters Dream," an original poem; and Mrs. Geor- 
giana Rice, “No Sect in Heaven," all of which were 
entertaining attractions to the course of lectures, and 
made my own work easier and more productiv of 
good. Such I hope it will be in other places, for 
thus a better influence is given to the words of the 
lecturer. 

I hav had a pleasant rest in the midst of farm life 
for the last few days. I am within sight of Long’s 
Peak and the shining ranges of hills at the foot of 
which spread the bright and fruitful plains. The 
weather is lovely—the skies perfectly blue and the 
air most invigorating. I can go on my way rejoicing 
with such a pleasant refreshment of this happy and 
peaceful country life and the picture of an ideal home. 


I hav also enjoyed the hospitality of Mr. and Mrs.. 


M. H. Coffin in their “Sandstone Ranch.” Mr. 
Coffin came here twenty-five years ago, one of the 
first settlers of the country; and, battling with nat- 


However, the drift of the | 


ure, he has also battled with superstition. He isa 
stanch Liberal, and a subscriber of Tar Trura 
SEEKER, and so is in fullest sympathy with advanced . 
thought. So are Mrs. Coffin and all the children, and 
I had a most enjoyable visit in this home of Free- 
thought. 

Saturday (to-day), I had a pleasant sociable at their 
house, the “Lone Ranch,” with Mr. and Mrs. Rice, and 
other Liberal friends. Especially was I delighted to 
meet Mr. Simons, the father of Mrs. Rice, now in his 
eighty-ninth year. For over half a century he has - 
been a valiant soldier of freedom. His mind is still 
activ, and is well furnished with information, particu- 
larly in the science of astronomy. He is at home 
among the stars; he has caught their music in his 
soul, and hence he is a child of natnre, and death to 
him is a glorious rest. Amid the crown of age 
sparkles the vivacity of youth. 

I lecture to-morrow—Sunday, Aug. 8th—and also 
the 15th, at Denver, in Tabors Opera House, the 
largest and most magnificent opera house in the 
West. I hope to see it full of Liberals; and there 
are enough in Denver, I believe, to do this. 

From Colorado I go to Nebraska and Kansas. I 
lecture in Seward, Neb., Aug. 21st, 22d, 23d; Valley 
Falls, Kan., Aug. 24th, 25th, 26th, 27th ; West Point, 
Neb., Sept. 1st, 2d, 3d; Omaha, Sept. 5th ; Cromwell, 
Iowa, Sept. 7th and 8th; Leon, Sept. 9th and 
10th; Ottumwa, Sept. 12th; West Union, Iowa, 
Sept. 14th, 15th, 16th. I shall then lecture in Illinois, 
and close the campaign with a three-days’ meeting at 
West Union, Ohio, Oct. Ist, 2d, 3d. 

Longmont, Aug. 7, 1886. Samvureu P. Puryam. 

t ———— 1 
Lectures and Meetings. 

W. 8. BELL is arranging for a trip to Texas early in the 
fall, probably about the first of October, and will fill engage- 
ments on his way there, and as he will go by the way either 
of Iron Mountain Railroad or through southern Missouri, it 
will be well for the Liberals to drop him a line and arrange 
with him for lectures. 


Pror. Wm. Seymour, of Philadelphia, president of the 
Pennsylvania Secular Union, has recovered from his long 
and dangerous sickness, and will lecture before the Pitts- 
burgh Secular Union, Sunday, September 19th. -He pro- 
poses to make a trip through Ohio, Michigan, Illinois, and 
Indiana, and desires lecture engagements in those states. 


,W.F.JAwiESOoN will begin his six months’ lecture cam- 
paign in Montana, commencing at Butte City on Sunday 
evening, September 5th, and will lecture every Sunday even- 
ing of that month at the same place. The Liberals of Mon- 
tana are invited to correspond with him, and lecture routes 
will be arranged immediately. Liberals along the route be- 
tween Lake City and Montana who would like a lecture or 
two may address him without delay at Lake City, Minn. 


LIBERALS will be glad to learn that Charles Watts will ar- 
rive in this country about the 25th of this month, and resume 
his lecture work. Onthe Sunday afternoon of September 
19th he will speak for the Friendship Liberal League of Phil- 
adelphia, at Industrial Hall, Broad and Wood streets, upon 
* The French Revolution—Atheistic or Theistic,” and in the 
evening upon ‘ Theological Delusions— The Fall and the 
Atonement." Sunday, September 19th, his subjects before 
the same society will be ‘‘ The Reformation—Protestantism 
and Catholicism, Which?" and ''Miracles: What Do They 
Prove?" Afternoon lecture begins at 2:30; evening at 77:30. 
The lectures are free, and the public is always welcome. 


: J. E. Remssure has filled his engagements in Nebraska, 
delivering forty lectures in five weeks, and proceeds at oncc 


to his work in Iowa, Minnesota, and Wisconsin. The follow- 
ing is a list of his appointments for these states : 

Randolph, | lIowa.................. Sat., Sun., Aug. 21st, 22d. 
Missouri Valer, LN PAL Mon., 23d. 
Worthington, Minn.............. eene —— Tues., 24th. 
Dundee, TIS Wed., Thur., Fri., 25th, 26th, 27th. 
Smiths Mill, LM TEQUE Sat., 28th. 
Alma City, "rm Sat., Sun., 28th, 29th. 
Janesville, upm———— Sun., 29th. 
Anoka; * Mon., Tues., Wed., 30th, 31st, Sep. 1st. 
Silver Creek, $5 ossasasedieuce a desde Ees e ESTIT EES hur., 2d. 
Long Lake, Hp E E E Fri., 3d. 
River Falls, Wises edstassctecstsscseencaesaee Sat., Sun., 4th, 5th. 
Augusta, E EA Mon., Tues., Wed., 6th, 7th, 8th. 
New London,  5'....eeeeRHHe HH Thur., 9th. 
Green Bay, DE Fri., 10th, 
Shawano, "T ..Bat., Sun., 11th, 12th. 
Merrill, di ., Wed., 18th, 14th, 15th. 
Tomah, pP Thur., 16th. 
Utica, Minn .Fri., Sun., 17th, 19th. 
St. Charles! "EGET Sat., Sun., 18th, 19th. 
Cresco, O WB... eene eee tn entren Mon., 20th. 
Maynard, pacc E Tues., Wed., 21st, 22d. 
Deerfield, [2E Thur., 23d. 
Fredericsburg, 5"... Fri., Sun., 24th, 26th. 
New Hampton, ‘f seesseseseeneserereeseseene Sat., Sun., 25th, 26th. 
Hampton, HEIL Mon., 27th. 
Manchester, e... Tues., Wed., Thur., 28th, 29th, 30th. 
Troy Mills pp Fri., Oct. 1st. 
Oelwein, : Els A Qa e ead uei sea sedis Sat., Sun., 2d, 3d. 
Buffalo Grove, “ esse eene Sun., 3d. 
Grinnell, p" Mon., 4th 
‘Colfax, AE EET Tues., 5th 
Tama City, TEET Wed., 6th 
Muscatine, a Thur., 7th 
What Cheer, e ..Fri., 8th. 
Montezuma, ce at., Sun., Ith, 10th. 
Sherman, feu eoep tiean eeta ve edo adul Sun., 10fh. 
Osceola, “ Mon., Tues., Wed., 11th, 12th, 18th. 


Mr. Remsburg’s permanent address is Oak Mills, Atchison 
county, Kan. All letters addressed to him there will be 
promptly forwarded. 
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Evolution and Special Creation. 


Taking a retrospectiv view of the dark and unen- 
lightened past when the mighty forces of nature were 
almost entirely hidden from the human gaze; con- 
templating the sad spectacle of our forefathers being 
sunken in gross superstition, ere the light of to-day 
had arisen above the horizon of mental ignorance, 
and contrasting the then limitation of knowledge 
with the extensiv educational acquirements now ex- 
isting, what a pleasing contrast the intellectual ad- 
vancement presents to the modern observer! Rec- 
ognizing the glories of nature and finding ourselvs 
possessed of an amazing amount of information 
respecting the laws of nature and the phenomena 
with which these laws are connected—such informa- 
tion being for ages unknown to the great masses of 
the people—we are prompted to inquire what has 
produced this marvelous transformation, and to what 
agency we are indebted for this grand and stupen- 
dous revolution of the nineteenth century. Whatever 
way be the reply of the theologian, whose intellect is 
too often clouded with dreamy imaginations, the an- 
swer of the patient and unfettered student of nature 
will be that it is to science we owe the magic power 
which has substituted for the dense darkness of the 
past the brilliant light of the present. The marvels 
of astronomy, the revelations of geology, the splen- 
dors of botany, the varieties of zoology, the wonders 
of anatomy, the useful discoveries of physiology, and 
the rapid strides which hav been made in the devel- 
opment of the mental sciences all combine to unravel 
the once mysterious operations of mind and matter. 
While a knowledge of all the sciences has corrected 
long-cherished errors and opened new paths of inves- 
tigation, one or two of them hav especially tended to 
unfold to our gaze the nature, relativity, and develop- 
ment of man and the wonderful universe to which 
he belongs. For instance, without the science of 
‘geology we should forever hav remained in ignorance 

: of the various changes that had taken place on the 
earth previous to the appearance of man and the dif- 
ferent forms of animal and vegetable life that were 
then distributed over its surface. We now examin 
the various strata of the earth, and ‘there discover the 
fossil remains of animals and plants that existed in 
the ages that rolled by when no historian lived to pen 
ihe mighty transactions of nature and hand them 
down to future generations. The science of electricity, 
too, only now in its infancy, is calculated to confer 

` an amount of benefit upon mankind too vast to be 
ever told. We now hear the thunder roar, and be- 
hold the vivid flash of lightning darting before our 
eyes like an arrow from the bow of the archer; but 

. while we regard this phenomenon we hav learned 
not to look upon it with dread as the vengeance of 
an angry God, but as & natural result of the opera- 
tion of known forces. It was for Dr. Watts to sing: 

There all his stores of lightning lie 
Till vengeance darts them down. 

But it remained for a Franklin and a Priestley to 
inform us that tempests were not to be beheld as in- 
dieating the wrath of an offended God, but the effect 
of an unequal diffusion of the electric fluid. Thus 
science has been and is our benefactor, our enlight- 
ener, our improver, and our redeemer. Without its 
aid we should still hav been in a state of mental 
darkness and physical degradation. Deprived of its 
discoveries we should still hav been bound down 
with the ties of superstition, ignorance, and fanati- 
cism. As Pope observes: : 

Lo! the poor Indian, whose untutored mind 
Sees God in clouds, or hears him in the wind ; 
His soul proud Science never taught to stray 
Far as the solar walk or milky way. 

Perhaps there is no domain of human thought 
where the advantages of scientific investigation are 

more clear and pronounced than in connection with 
what is termed “Evolution; " a word which within 
the last few years has become very popular as repre- 
senting à theory of man and the universe opposed to 
the old orthodox notion of special creation and 
supernatural government. There are, of course, 
some professedly religious people who avow their be- 
‘lief in evolution, and who maintain that it is what 
they term God's mode of working; and there 
are those who even go so far as to say that 
the power and wisdom of God are seen more 
thoroughly displayed in the process of evolu- 
tion than in the method so long believed in of special 
and supernatural creation. But the number of these 
is comparativly small, and consequently the great 
mass of those who accept the word in its legitimate 
signification may be looked upon as of a skeptical 
turn of mind. It will not be difficult to demonstrate 
that the popular theological idea of creation finds no 
support in the theory of evolution, which, if not a 
demonstrated science, it has, at least, in its favor, 
the “science of probabilities,” an advantage that 
cannot be fairly claimed for the Biblical account 
of the origin of phenomena. 

The word evolutión may be defined as an unfold- 
ing, opening out, or unwinding; & disclosure of 
something which was not previously known, but 
which existed before in à more condensed or hidden 
form. A simple illustration of this meaning is found 


in the unwinding of along thread of cotton from a 
reel or spool There is no new existence called into 
being, but a making conspicuous to our eyes that 
which was previously concealed. According to Mr. 
Herbert Spencer, the whole theory is based upon 
three principles—namely, that matter is indestruct- 
ible, motion continuous, and force persistent. Two 
contending processes will be seen everywhere in 
operation in the physical universe, the one antago- 
nistic to the other, each one for a time triumphing 
over its opposit. These are termed evolution and 
dissolution. Spencer remarks that “evolution, under 
its simplest aspect, is the integration of matter 
and the dissipation of motion, while dissolution is 
the absorption of motion and the concomitant dis- 
integration of matter.” Thus it will be seen that 
Herbert Spencer regards evolution as the con- 
centration or transition of matter from a diffused to 
a more condensed and perceptible form. This 
change he traces in the systems of the stars; in the 
geological history of the earth; in the growth and de- 
velopment of plants and animals; in the history of 
language and fine arts, and in the condition of civil- 
ized states. Briefly, the theory is that the matter of 
which the universe is composed has progressed from 
a vague, incoherent, and perhaps all but homogeneous 
nebula of tremendous extent to complete systems of 
suns, worlds, comets, sea, and land, and countless 
varieties of living things, each composed of many 
very different parts and of complex organizations. 

Coming to organic bodies, there may be included 
under the term, “ evolution," many different laws, 
some of which we may not even know as yet, anda 
great number of processes, acting sometimes in uni- 
Son and often in antagonism, the one to the other. 
This, however, in no way destroys the theory of evo- 
lution, which, beyond doubt, is the process by which 
things hav been brought to their present condition. 
It will tend, perhaps, to elucidate this truth the more 
readily and clearly if a brief exposition of this theory 
be given under the different heads of the various sec- 
tions of this extensiv subject. 

THE FORMATION OF WORLDS. 

According to evolution, there was a time in the re- 
mote past, the date óf which we cannot even imagin, 
and any attempt to comprehend the periods that hav 
rolled by since would paralyze our highest intellect- 
ual powers. When the matter which is now seen 
shaped into suns and stars of vast magnitude; and of 
incomprehensible number, was diffused over the 
whole of the space in which those bodies are now 
seen moving—of extreme variety and, perhaps, of 
nearly homogeneous character—the human mind is 
unable to comprehend. This matter, by virtue of the 
very laws now seen in operation in the physical uni- 
verse, would in time shape itself into bodies with 
which the heavens are strewed, shining with a glory 
that awes while it charms. What is called in these 
days the nebular cosmogony may be said to hav arisen 
with Sir William Herschel, who discovered with his 
telescope what seemed to be worlds and systems in 
course of formation—that is, they were in various 
states which appeared to mark a gradation and differ- 
ent degrees of condensation. 

M. Laplace, without any knowledge of Herschel’s 
speculations, arrived at a similar idea upon totally 
different grounds—namely, the uniformity of the 
heavenly bodies. He showed that if matter existed 
in such a different state" as the nebular theory 
assumed, and if nuclei existed in it, there would be- 
come centers of aggregation in which a rotary mo- 
tion would increase as the agglomeration proceeded. 
Further, Laplace urged that at certain intervals the 
centrifugal force, acting from the rotating mass, 
would overcome the force of agglomeration, arid the 
result would be a series of rings existing apart from 
the mass to which they originally adhered, each of 
whieu would retain the motion which it possessed at 
the moment of separation. "These rings would again 
break up into spherical bodies, and hence come what 
are termed primary planets and their satellites. 
This Laplace showed to be at least possible, and the 
results, in the case of our solar system, are just what 
would hav been expected from the operations of this 
law. For example, everyoue knows that the rapidity 
of the motions in the planets is in the ratio of their 
nearness to the sun. ` 

Many facts seem to support this theory, such as 
the existence of the hundred and more small bodies 
called asteroids observed between Mars and Jupiter, 
which doubtless indicate a zone agglomeration at 
several points, and the rings of Saturn giving an ex- 
ample of zones still preserved intact. This theory 
has been held by some of the most eminent astron- 
omers, and is most ably advocated by the late Pro- 
fessor Nichol in his “Architecture of the Heavens.” 
Some experiments hav also been tried—as, for ex- 
ample, that of Plateau on a rotating globe of oil— 
which show the operation of the law by which suns, 


planets, and their moons were formed. This is the | 


evolution of worlds, and it is unnecessary to point 


out how diametrically this is opposed to the special 


creation described in Genesis, where the heavens and 
the earth are called suddenly into being by the fiat of 


| God, and the sun stated to be created four days 


afterward. Which theory should, in these days of — 
thought, commend itself to a rational mind ? 
THE BEGINNING OF LIFE UPON THE EARTH. 

Evolution has been subject to many severe attacks 
at this pcint. Those who contend for special crea- 
tion hav maintained, with a dogmatism which but ill 
accords with the knowledge they possess upon the 
subject, that nothing but the hypothesis of the su- 
pernatural origin of things is sufticient to account for 
the first appearance of life upon the earth; that evo- 
lution completely breaks down here; and that all the 
experiments that hav been conducted with a view to 
lend it support hav turned out positiv failures. Such 
is the allegation of orthodox opponents. Let us see . 
what grounds they hav for these reckless and dogmatic . 
statements. The two views of the origin of living 
beings hav been called respectivly Biogenesis and 
Abiogenesis, the first meaning that life can only 
spring from prior life, and the latter that life may 
sometimes hav its origin in dead matter. Dr. Charl- 
ton Bastian, whose experiments will be hereafter re- 
ferred to, substitutes for A biogenesis another word, 
Archebiosis. : 

Now, it is well known and admitted on all hands 
that there was à time when no life existed on the 
earth. Not the most minute animal, or the most in- 
significant plant, found a place on the surface of what 
was probably at that time a globe heated up to a 
temperature at which no living thing could exist. 
The life, therefore, that did afterwards appear, could 
not hav sprung from germs of prior living bodies. 
True, the whimsical theory was put forward by an 
eminent scientific man some years ago, that the first 
germs that found their way to the earth were prob- 
ably thrown off from some other planet with meteoric 
matter. But, on the face of it, this is absurd, be- 
cause such matter would be of too high a tempera- 
ture to admit of the existence upon it of living bodies 
of any kind, and besides, were it otherwise, it would 
explain nothing. It would only transfer the difficulty 
from this world to some other. For life must hav 
had a beginning somewhere, and the question is as 
to that beginning somewhere. The supernaturalist 
seeks to get out of the difficulty rather by cutting 
the Gordian Rnot than by untying it, and falls back 
upon a special creation, and so avoids any further 
trouble about the matter. But the evolutionist thinks 
that he can see his way clearly in what must neces- 
sarily be to some extent a labyrinth, because no one 
lived at that time to observe and record what was 
taking place. 

One thing is clear, which is that living things were 
made or came into existence—whatever. the mode. 
may hav been, or the power by which it occurred— 
out of non-living matter. Even the believers in 
special creation will not deny this. The only ques- 
tion is, therefore, whether the process occurred in 
accordance with natural law, and whether the forces 
by which it was brought about were those which 
exist, or, at all events, which did exist, in material 
nature. For it does not follow that, if such phenom- 
ena do not occur to-day, they could never hav taken 
place in the past. ‘The conditions of the earth were 
then different from what they are now, and forces 
may hav been in operation that are now quiescent. 
Professor Huxley, who thinks that no instance has 
occurred in modern times of the evolution of a living 
organism from dead matter, and that the experiments 
that hav been conducted on the subject are inconclu- 
siv—who, in fact, ranks himself on the side of the ad- 
vocates of Biogenests—yet says that, if we could go 
back millions of years to the dawn of life, we should, 
no doubt, behold living bodies springing from non- 
living matter. 

But, of course, it will be argued that, if it hap- 
pened then, it might take place now; and although, 
as I hay said, this is not conclusiv, yet to some it has 
much weight. What nature has once done she can 
do again. Quite so; but then all the conditions 
must be the same. Dr. Bastian himself asks the 
question, “If such synthetic processes took place 
then, why should they not take place now. Why 
should the inherent molecular properties of 
various kinds of matter hav undergone so much 
alteration?” (* Beginnings of Life") And the ques- 
tion is likely to be repeated with, to say the least of 
it, some show of reason. 

It must never be forgotten, as Tyndall has very 
ably pointed out, that the matter of which the or- 
ganic body is built up “is that of inorganic nature. 
There is no substance in the animal tissues that is 
not primarily derived from the rocks, the water, 
and the air." And the forces operating in the one 
are those which we see working in the other, vitality 
only excepted, which is probably only another corre- 
lation of the one great force of the universe. In- 
deed, Professor Huxley does not make an exception 
even in the case of vitality, which, he maintains, has 
no more ertual existence than the imaginary aqueos- 
ity of water. Mr. Herbert Spencer thinks that life, 
under all its forms, has arisen by an unbroken evolu- 
tion, and through natural causes alone, and this view, 
in my opinion, accords with the highest reason and 
philosophy. Cuartes Warts. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
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June 27, 1885—August 5, 1886. 


[In THe TnavurH SEEKER of June 27, 1885. Mr. C. W. 
Stewart, of Liberal, Mo., gave the particulars, illustrated by 
a diagram and supported by sworn statements, of seances 
held with a ** Dr." Bouton of that place. He averred that 
the conditions were such as to preclude fraud, being '*the 
most rigid test conditions." The cabinet, or closet, was in- 
spected and found to be ‘‘as represented." A ‘most 
thorough investigation of the premises was made, going into 
the cellar, upon the roof, and through every room, and test- 
ing the strength of the floor, ceiling, and walls of the closet." 
One affidavit appended by Mr. Stewart said : ‘‘ We hav made 

- a thorough examination of the said premises, and we hereby 


pronounce it utterly impossible that said writing can occur. 


through visible or tangible human agency." "This wassworn 
to by C. W. Stewart, D. P. Greely, C. W. Goodlander, Jr., 
John G. Meyer, and G. H. Walser. The said writing pur- 
ported to be a communication on a slate from the founder of 
of Tux Truru SzxkER. The writing and signature Mr. 
Stewart pronounced to be ‘almost fac-similes of specimens 
of D. M. Bennett’s writing." Samples of the signature so 
' obtained were sent to this office for identification, but were 
pronounced fraudulent by persons familiar with Mr. Ben- 
netts handwriting. An enthusiastic lady who publishes a 
paper out in [owa thereupon printed some caustic remarks 
about the intolerance of Materialism, and added by way of a 
clincher, ** He cameto his own and hisown received him not." 
The following article is from G. H. Walser's Liberal of 
August 5, 1886. The only comment we hav to make is that 
it shows there is nothing easier in this world than to be mis- 
taken.—Ep. T. S.] 


` A FRAUD MATERIALIZED. 

For near two years we hav been giving to the 
world from time to time the wonderful spiritualistic 
manifestations through the mediumship of Dr. J. B. 
Bouton, an old resident of Liberal, who was univer- 
sally looked upon as a quiet, unassuming, and unpre- 
tentious man, who could not slick the people by 
tricks if he desired to do so. Bouton is about sixty 
years of age, has a wife and a bright little boy of 
four years. He has been holding seances at his 
house, producing wonderful independent slate-writings 
from a closet constructed in one corner of his seance 
room. This closet had been inspected by various 
parties and universally pronounced perfectly intact, 
without a blind or trap-door anywhere except the 

: one accessible from the public room. Clean slates 
were placed on a shelf near the top of this closet, and 
in a short time three little raps were given; the door 
would be opened and the slate taken out with a com- 

_munication on it to some person present, with the 
, Signature of some departed person signed to it; the 
doctor all the while sitting in the room with the 
visitors in full lamplight. ` This, of course, created 
great excitement, and the wonderful powers of the 
doctor were heralded all over the country, while he 
seemed to grow fat and lazy from the rich harvest he 
was getting. He was kept on the fat of the land, 
parties were made for him, gifts were bestowed, 
obeisances paid, and honors given him on all occa- 
sions. Many sought the opportunity of gaining from 
this heavenly-favored, pe man a smile; others the 
privilege of touching his sacred garments. His name 
had softened. The air about him seemed to. come 
fresh from the ambrosial fields where gods are wont 
to revel and sip sweet nectar from perennial flowers. 
We know of no one who beheld more comeliness in 
his make-up than we did. The old tobacco-besmeared 
chops of yore didn’t look half so dirty. We formerly 

' regarded him as a kind of a root-and-herb impostor, 
a poor carpenter, and a worse doctor; but of late we 
hav been writing his name with M.D. attached, 
doubly capped. We “fess up,” while three-fourths 
of the people, as big fools as we were, now say they 
always thought he was a fraud. 

The slate-writing seances were not all. There were 
materializations more natural than life. These would 
occur in an adjoining room while the doctor sat with 
the spectators in another room. There were two 
doors to that room, but we all knew that the doctor 
was perfectly reliable and would not degrade himself 
by any false demonstrations. We knew, too, that no 
citizen of Liberal would be mean enough to attempt 
a fraud.on the credit of the dead. There was where 
we were fooled again. 

The house where the seances occurred is a one- 
story wooden structure. The seance room was built 
several years ago. It is about fourteen feet square, 
and made box fashion. Subsequently there was a 
kitchen added. In the ceiling of this kitchen there 
is'a scuttle-hole large enough for a man to get 
through. The attic of the kitchen is easy of access 
through this scuttle; but when up there the explorer 
was confronted with what seemed to be a solid board 
wall, to all appearances the old siding of the original 
house. About two years ago an L was put to the 
other side of the old room. The seance closet was 
placed in the old house, the top reaching to the 
ceiling. 

On last Thursday, about two o’clock in the after- 
noon, the house was discovered to be on fire from the 
roof, having caught from a defectiv flue. In a short 
time buckets, water, and men were in full service. 
With the aid of an ax the shingles were cut away and 
the flames subdued; revealing, when out, the fact 
that in the top of the closet was a neatly-fitting trap- 
door, lined on the edges with cloth, so as to be 
opened without noise, with a strap attached to raise 
it by. This was fastened by adjustable braces from 
above, 80 completely keeping the trap-door in place 


that it was impossible to detect the fraud from be- 


jand tear, as was at first modestly claimed and 


low. In what seemed to be the solid partition, be- 
tween the kitchen attic and top of the seance room, 
was found an adjustable door. ‘This wasso arranged 
that when the accomplice was through the kitchen 
hatchway, the partition door was easily removed, 
and the scoundrel at once in control of the upper 


part of the dloset where the slates were deposited for 


spirit communications. Over the kitchen were found 
two tin buckets or cans which would hold about one 
gallon each. In the side of each was a hole, cut 
about two inches wide and three inches long, with 
perforations in the bottom to admit air. On the in- 
side of these cans was lamp-smoke, indicating plainly 
that they had been placed over a lamp and,used as 
dark lanterns. 

When the fire was raging the doctor frequently 
urged the persons trying to save the house to let it 
go, it could not be saved; and when he found that 
the flames were extinguished and his fraud laid bare, 
he exclaimed, “ I am ruined!” and vomited for shame. 

His accomplices are well known in this community 
and cordially despised. They are now trying to 
cheek it out by getting up a laugh on the Spiritualists 
and friends who treated them as honest citizens.in an 
honest attempt to investigate a natural phenomenon. 
As well might the thief laugh at his victim, or the 
assassin at the bloody corse quivering before him. 
The man who will enrich himself by using the mem- 
ory of the dead is too degraded for the application of 
human language. 
fulness of honest contempt for such. The mind that 
conceives such a crime would not hesitate at any- 
thing if sure of escaping the penalty of the law. 

After the fire Bouton wrote us the following letter, 
which explains itself: 

Frrenp WarsEn, Dear Sir: You hav been deceived, but it 
was not done for the purpose of harming you or any other 
person, but for what we believed to bethe good of humauity : 
and when T explain to you our honest ‘motiv in adopting this 
plan to investigate this thing called Spiritualism. I am con- 
fident that you will not blame us, or. at least, hold malice 
against us for letting the world know how easy it is to de- 
ceive the world. I was not yet ready for this. I had more 
wonderful things than they had yet seen. September and 
October were the months in which we intended to surprise 
you all, then giv you all the benefit of our investigation. 

When you feel cool and calm I want to talk to you. 

Yours truly, J. B. Bouton. 
t 


An Avalanche! 


Most of us can not get into our heads why a great 
revolution is pending through labor troubles, and ex- 
pect that by some means we shall get back to old 
times. Never again in this world. About a hundred 
years ago every workman owned his capital—to wit, 
tools and simple machines. He did not divide his 
earnings so much with other people who do nothing. 
The weaver owned his loom, water-mills were the 
most important factories, and wherever nature fur- 
nished the power, it cost little to run a factory. 
Almost everything was done on a different plan. If 
you hired a man to chop or mow, he generally fur- 
nished his own tools. The earlier simple inventions 
took the place of tools more and more. A few men 
with a little money would combine and furnish the 
machines, and stand about to see the men work. 
They would pay the “hands” as little as possible, 
reserving a certain amount of the earnings to pay 
the interest on their capital. This reserve grew to 
be more than enough to barely replace the wear 


was naturally used to put in more machinery. 
Soon the employer was able to hire more “ hands,” 
and his income swelled un'il here and there 
one more fortunate than the others could undersell 
and drive the others to the wall. This method of 
labor rapidly superseded all others, and was able to 
command the markets for sale of manufactures and 
for hire of labor. “Itis so easy to grease a fat hog!” 
Like an avalanche, capital thus born was forever roll- 
ing and gathering.. In our own land we might hav 
lived for a century or more in peace, and hav grad- 
ually adapted our conditions to the new methods, but 
for the war and the enormous advantages taken of 
our ignorance by which small fortunes were so highly 
swollen. Government bonds were first wrecked, and 
then strengthened when accumulated in a few hands; 
railway bonds ditto, and then the tariff on steel rails, 
coal, and other imports enabled a few persons to con- 
trol the railway system and much of the manufactures. 
Several men, by the use of a few thousand dollars, 
often less than ten thousand, purchased bonds at one 
or two cents on the dollar and turned them over to 
the government at par, thus actually receiving a 
hundred dollars for one dollar, as was done in man- 
ipulation of Central Branch, K. P., and other stock. 
Many hundreds of millions hav thus been taken from 
the government by a few men or women. Nearly all 
the greàt millionaires of the East became such in 
this way. Yet every dollar has had to be replaced 
by the poorer people. It is paid by indirect taxation, 
in many ways, on many things. To the great mass 
of people it is felt by deprivation, is exhibited in re- 
duced consumption, which passes on and off in lower 
wages, strikes, lock-outs, closing down, riot, arson, 
murder, and starvation and suicide. 

And yet there are thousands of people who hav no 


"Words are too frail to express the | 


idea that a swindle on government or extravagance 
by it affects them! 

Well! So mighty hav been these accumulations of 
capital, that began thus humbly, now, to-day, almost 
everything, even in this new young nation, is under 
control of accumulated capital, and as its power 
grows it of course exacts more. The day has gone 
by when free trade can do much to relieve us... Cap- 
ital is too powerful. i 
- These monstrous capitalistic combinations are our 
best educators. .They are leading in advance in the 
way the whole nation must go. The knell of the old _ 
order has been tolled. The people must all unite in 
one grand universal combination, and really and truly 
hay that thing so much talked of—government of, by, 
and for the people. ae E 

As it is now, we hav government over the people 
by a few agents for a few grand monopolies. 

It is too late, too late to go back. Onward is the 
motto. Horr. 

eo 
Christian Temperance. 


Christian temperance is one of the most positiv of 
paradoxes ; it is one of the world’s most flagrant con- 
tradictions, When Christians profess an intensity of 
temperance, look out for some terrible underlying 
vice or crime, such as dishonesty, adultery, but espe- 
cially a mixed lasciviousness; and the moral obliq- 
uity attending their case you will find impenetrable. : 

Here is what a clergyman told me a few years ago: 
“Dansville was a quiet place, but prosperous. It 
was neither a temperance place nor a drunken one. 
Between twenty-five and thirty years ago, some kid 
of temperance organization. or lodge was started, 
professing a Christian basis, and the place became a 
pandemonium and drunkenness soon multiplied. 
Prior to that time the social evil and bastardy wee 
entirely unknown in Dansville. Behold! In less.then 
one year after the organization of the temperance 
lodge aforesaid, lasciviousness had received such an 
incentiv as to become so common that no Jess than 
twenty bastards were born within the lodge itself— 
that is to say, among those who were or had been 
identified with the temperance lodge.” Now, I do 
not vouch for the literal truth of this account, but I 
vouch for the fact that it was told me by a Christian 
clergyman. It cannot be false in all particulars. It 
may be an exaggeration, and it may, on the other 
hand, fall short of the degree of the vileness it refers 
to. The clergyman was familiar with matters as they 
stood at that time. In refererce to Dansville tem- 
perance of the same period, an old gray-headed phy- 
sician told me the following and vouched for the 
truth thereof: “Liquor selling was partially re- 
trenched by law in Dansville. The druggists could 
sell by bottle to persons who furnished satisfactory 
reasons for their order, and those reasons were to be 
recorded. There was in those days a drugstore kept 
by a Mr. Casteline, since deceased. The records of 
that store, if still in existence, will show some aston- 
ishing items. A clergyman from a neighboring town 
used to come to Mr. Casteline for his liquor—liquors 
of various kinds. One time he had two bottles of 
brandy, two of rum, one of wine, and six of whisky, 
and entered them all in the records for sacramental 
purposes !" Magyar. 

e 


A Shameful Dogma. 


The immaculate conception is a shameful dogma 
of ashameless church. A festival in honor of the 
“conception” is said to be traceable back to the 
sixth century, but the dogma was not fully estab- 
lished until December 8, 1854, when Pius IX. issued 
a decree declaring it to be an article of the Catholic 
faith. 

"Many intelligent and well-informed people do not 
understand what the dogma means. They think it 
relates merely to the birth of Jesus, but it goes back 
to the birth of the Virgin Mary. It would not do to 
lav her born in the ordinary may. As Joseph, 
though married to Mary, was not a husband with all 
that the name implies, so Ànna, the mother of Mary, 
must hav a husband of the same sort. 

The story is told in the rotevangelion, purport- 
ing to be written by James in Jerusalem, and is in 
substance as follows: 


Joachim, & rich man, brought offerings to the Lord. 
Rubim, the priest, told him he must do so no more because 
he was-childless. Joachim, in great grief, retired to the 
mountains. resolved to fast and pray until he could become a 
father. llis wife, Anna, knowing not what had become.of 
him, and supposing him dead, began to bewail her childless 
widowhood. But soon she put off her mourning garments, 
and resuming her wedding-dress took a walk in the garden. 
Sitting under a laurel-tree she prayed, not for a husband, but 
fora child. Looking up she saw the sparrow’s nest. “Alas! 
O Lord,” she said, ‘why am I not like the birds or beasts 
which are productiv before thee? I hav become a reproach 
to the sons of Israel, aud they hav driven me in derision out 
of the temple of the Lord.” ] 

Just then a good angel appeared and promised to answer 
Anna’s prayer. Presently two more angels came and told 
her her husband was alive and coming home; for anoiaer 
angel had heard Joachim’s prayer and promised an answer. 

The reunion of husband and wife was joyful. Joachim 
made a grand offering of goats, lambs, and calves to the 
priests, and in due time, reckoning no doubt from the good 
angel's visit in the garden, a female child was born, and they 
called her Mary. 
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A Dishonest Opinion of Other Opinions. 


If we should, in the course of a column editorial, 
say that everyone who believes in God is insane; 
thet every worshiper of Christ is stupidly supersti- 
tious; that real Christianity consisted of debauchery 
and licentiousness; that all professions of religion 
sats empty boasts; that every church-goer is a fool, 
and that as for a Christian, we don’t believe one 
exists—if we should put all that into less than a col- 
umn of leaded long primer, we think the Christians 
might justly accuse us of being bigoted. 

Yet these epithets and that conclusion is what the 
Christian at Work applies editorially to Atheists. 
The editor claims that every human being is “ God- 
intoxicated,” and naturally must, from his intuitions, 
believe in a creator, providential ruler, judge of all 
mankind. And he says it is his opinion that any 
human being who alleges that he does not believe in 
such a being is a liar, or a fool, or insane. 

However, there is one consolation left the Atheists, 
which is that perhaps the editor of the Christian at 
Work is himself the liar. But if we thought we 
could get a truthful answer, we would like to ask 
him if he regards doubt of the existence of a devil as 
a symptoni of mental aberration! A belief in devils 
is certainly older and more nearly universal than the 
belief in gods. 
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The New York State Convention. 

The notice of the time and place of holding the 
Annual Convention of the New York State Free- 
thinkers’ Association is a little later than usual, but 
sufficiently previous to allow all to make preparations 
for attending. 

The place selected is a very fine one, the only ob- 
jection to it being that it is in the eastern part of the 
state. But as no arrangements could be made with 
` the owners of any parkin the western portion of New 
York, White Sulphur Springs Park was the best that 
could be done. 

The railroad rates to the Convention can be made 
low by those attending purchasing excursion tickets 
to Saratoga. Nearly every railroad east of Chicago 
- makes special rates to Saratoga, and those rates can 
"be taken advantage of. “ Excursion tickets” should 

be bought to insure lowest fare. From Saratoga a 
short railroad runs to the lake, and the steamboat 
lands passengers upon the grounds. 

All the speakers invited hav not yet sent letters 
of acceptance, but the following hav written of their 
intention to attend: John Peck, Lucy N. Colman, W. 
S. Bell, Mrs. F. C. Reynolds, Susan H. Wixon, and J. 
L. Andrew—and Mrs. Juliet H. Severance will come 

, if circumstances allow. Helen H. Gardener has but 
little doubt of her ability and no doubt of her eager- 
ness to be there, and Elizabeth Cady Stanton thinks 
it the likeliest thing in the world that she will speak 
once or twice before the Convention. Charles Watts 


will arrive in time to take part in the speaking, and | 


when the others who hav been invited are heard from, 
the list undoubtedly will be a long and splendid one. 


-Association will do their best to make it so. 


Though this is a state F EREE the Executiv 
Committee hope to meet Freethinkers from many 
States besides New York. Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
Ohio, Canada, and the New England states are not 
too far off for their citizens to make the trip, and, as 
in the.'past, everybody is cordially invited and en- 
treated to attend. The hotel rates are reasonable 
and the accommodations good. Tux TRuTH SEEKER 
ventures to extend a little invitation also on its own 
account. The editor and business manager will be 
more than pleased on that occasion to shake hands 
with several hundred subscribers, and especial atten- 
tion will'be paid to any who may owe us arrearages. 

This Convention, we think, will be one of the 
pleasantest yet held; certainly the officers of the 
Apart 
from the great value of the lectures, the place, Mr. 
Reynolds says, has ample attractions to make a ten- 


days’ stop there a little oasis in life. 
——— —9-4-—— —————— 


What Ireland Needs. 

The continued story of Orange and Catholic riot- 
ing in Ireland is sad reading. No war is so bitter as 
a religious war, no strife so deadly, no controversy 
so intemperate. Sectarianism divides sharper than 
national lines, and the people of different churches 
are almost as far apart as the living and the dead. 
The Irish troubles are new proofs of this, and these 
proofs are multiplying daily. The dispatches report 
hundreds wounded and scores killed. The rioting 
began when Gladstone’s bill was defeated, and the 
Orange parade on the 12th of July intensified the 
hatred of Catholies to Protestants. 

Belfast is now divided by strict lines into two 
divisions—Catholics and Protestants—and not an 
hour passes that some outrage upon one or the other 
sect is not perpetrated. On the 7th a body of 
Catholics found a Protestant woman upon the street, 
alone and defenseless, and they promptly abused her. 
The next day a crowd of Protestant women found a 
Catholic girl in their own neighborhood, and they 
quickly beat her almost to death, finishing their work 
by jumping upon her prostrate body. ‘The police of 
Belfast are mostly Catholic, and the sight of one of 
them is sufficient to start a fight. 
the English soldiers they would be massacred. The 
windows of the shops of the city are riddled with 
bullets fired by the Orangemen at the municipal 
force. When there are no police in sight the 
Orangemen attack Catholic civilians, which attacks 
are returned with interest by the Romanists. It is 
sufficient for a fight that two bodies of men of dif. 
ferent sectarian beliefs meet upon the street. Even 
the wounded, as they are borne to the hospitals, are 
set upon by the mobs. The inhabitants of the 
meaner portions of the city point guns and pistols 
from their windows and shoot indiscriminately. 
Scores hav been wounded in this manner. 

All this is solely the result of religion. The rioters 
hav no plans for anything but murder. The Orange- 
men do not want Home Rule, and they hate Catholics. 
So they commit murder. The Catholics hate the 
Protestants, and they kill them. These two religious 
bodies hav been at this business off and on ever since 


Luthers time, and the Belfast riots show their 


readiness to resume it whenever the occasion offers. 
English troops will be able to temporarily control 
these savages, but the only permanent cure for their 
bloodthirstiness is & complete eradication of their 
religious principles and a substitution therefor of an 
educated desire to serve humanity. Until this is 
accomplished, there is no security for Ireland. She 
needs the school-master much more than she needs 
Home Rule. 


— — ——— 
John Bunyan. 

The Rev. Mr. John Brown is at present occupying 
the Bunyan Meeting at Bedford, Bedfordshire Co., 
England. He is therefore shepherd of the parish 
to which the immortal John Bunyan, author of ‘‘ The 
Pilgrim's Progress," preached two hundred and thirty 
odd years ago. It is therefore proper that Mr. Brown 
should look up the genealogy of his predecessor, 
which he has done and published in-a book. And it 
is noticeable that the name Bunyan, in going back 
toward the past, assumes as many different forms as 
do any of those which “ Antichrist” attempts to fol- 
low through the labyrinths of sacred history. We 
hav Buignon, Buingnon, Bognum, and Bonyan. The 
representativ of the family when it was spelled 
Buingnon, it may here be remarked, was publicly 
hanged. John Bunyan was about the first of his 


Were it not for. 


family who amounted to anything, and he in early 
life, before he became addicted to preaching, followed 
the humble calling of a tinker. According to John's 
own account of it, he was an ignorant youth, being 
barely able to read and write; and those.who hav 
read his “Pilgrims Progress," especially the rhyme 
in the fore part of it, will not hesitate to believe his 
statement that “ what little he learned he soon lost, 
even almost utterly." Mr. Bunyan also admits that 
he led a wild and reckless life; and it is greatly to 


‘his credit for candor that historians hav corrobo- 


rated him. Coleridge, indeed, says that Bunyan’s 
early life was that of “a bitter blackguard.” 

Bunyan did his first preaching as a settled pastor 
in a barn, his conversion to religion having come 
about through reading some religious books belong- 
ing to his wife. It is supposed that he abandoned 
his evil ways, though we find him classed among 
those who “under the profession of Christ held forth 


and practiced licentiousness.” He was a Baptist, and: 


his preaching got him into jail. Here he spent twelve 
years, and wrote his “ Pilgrim’s Progress,” which has 
come down to us as one of the saddest results of im- 
prisonment for opinion's sake. It appears that Bun- 


yan himself had more or less doubt about the merits: f 


of his remarkable production, for in bis poetical in- 
troduction he relates that he showed it in manuscript 
form to his friends, with this result : 
“ Some said ‘John print it;’ others said ‘not so.’ 
Some said ‘it might do good;’ others said ‘no!’” 

We are of the opinion that those who said “John 
print it” must hav given the manuscript a very su- 
perficial reading, or else they were no friends of the 
author. It would be difficult to find a work of less 
contemporaneous human interest, unless it be the re- 
vised version of the Hebrew and Christian scriptures 
or Rose Elizabeth Cleveland’s latest novel. Bunyan 
was a presumably good tinker spoiled. in the making 
of a bad preacher and writer. He had a touch of 
genius, but his creations were warped, exaggerated, 
or deformed by superstition. It is interesting to re- 


view the career of a mam who has such a prominent . 
place in the history of a large religious sect, but his - 


books should be kept out of the hands of children 
who are not old enough to understand that they con- 
tain nothing which is to be believed. 
M 
Boonton Again Awakened. 

When C. B. Reynolds had procured the affidavits 
necessary to a criminal prosecution of the good Chris- 
tians of Boonton who had wrecked his tent and to a 
civil suit against the town for the damages caused, he 
came up to this city to engage in the hard preliminary 
work of arranging for the state Convention. The 
Christians of Boonton breathed freer when they knew 
the Infidel had left the place, and they prayerfully 
hoped he would never return. The tax-payers do not 
like the prospect of paying for the tent, and the 
indicted rioters see the county court in the near dis- 


tance and the state prison not farbehind. But those 


who thought that they had seen the last of the Infidel 
were mistaken. On Wednesday, the 11th inst., Mr. 
Reynolds invaded the place again, armed with hun- 
dreds of copies of a small pamphlet on blasphemy, 
being the Trurn Srexer editorial of August 14th, 
with some additional paragraphs addressed specific- 
ally to the inhabitants of Morris county, New Jersey. 
These he distributed in all the stores, and in most of 
the houses. It is needless to say that the pamphlet 
was thoroughly read. 

The gossip and excitement resulting from the arrest 
had in a good measure subsided, but this second ad- 
vent aroused the sleepy little town, and for the bal- 
ance of the week blasphemy was again discussed. 
No violence was offéred Mr. Reynolds, most of the 
rougher element being at work in the silk factory 
when the distribution was going on. The justice of 
the peace who held Mx. Reynolds to bail was 
encountered upon the street, and he extended his 
hand for a fraternal greeting. He got it, along with 
a pamphlet which had the needless effect of length- 
ening his Methodistical countenance ‘about two 
inches. .In common with the rest of the Christian 
population of Boonton, the justice finds that blas- 
phemy is a ghost of puritanical times that will not 
down at his bidding. He can arrest Mr. Reynolds, 
but he cannot keep him out of Boonton. 

Mr. Reynolds lectured for the Hempstead, L. I., 
Freethought Association on the afternoon and even- 
ing of August 15th, and will address the Liberals of 
Norwalk, Conn., to-morrow, the 22d. Until after the 
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state Convention is held, he may be addressed in care 
of this office. No further legal steps in his Boonton 
case can be taken till after the Morris county grand 
jury hav met, but in the interim it is proposed to 
enlighten the population of the county upon theolog- 
ical matters and the relation Christianity sustains to 


law and liberty. i 
—— — 9 —— — — 


"Mr. Ingersoll Will Defend Mr. Reynolds. 

: New Yozx, Aug. 13, 1886. 
E. M. Macvowatn, Esg., Editor of Tae TRUTH SEEKER: 
My Dear Mr. Macdonald: Mr. Baker has handed 
me your letter asking whether I would hav anything 
to do with the Reynolds case. Of course I shall 
help Mr. Reynolds. If I cannot be there in person, 
I am perfectly willing to pay somebody who can be. 
: I believe in doing what little I can in defense of the 
liberty of speech, and I think it the duty of all Free- 
thinkers to do what they can to teach the world bet- 
ter than to decide metaphysical questions by brute 

force.. Yours very truly, R. Q. Ixernsorr. 


The following sums hav been received by Mr. 
Reynolds to help defray the expenses caused by his 
arrest: . 


RM. Borden. iociivsscvecscevetcdssctcseccvesidevesvactdesdesceses $1.00 
J. E. RUG 16S. soc. nee ecssscccaccedseaceotorcesectees ere So PUTES 2.00 
MW bitticke: es eee ioo eoe deae roe eae ene o ta Toa eI 5.00 
H. Tyler......... 1.00 
Bis Mi DAViS) «eese eee oo sereas erena eeen eE eaS 5.00 
T. R. Burroughs................. oe 1.00 
W. T: GállowaBy..../eeeseesese see ea oor vas neonato evan repu de 1.50 
Wm. Krim...... eei etetee see eost te eon ee dvo PS 5.00 
Wim. Fray........ 1.00 
M. P. Thurston... sees 8.00 
` John D. Powe rs........ccccesecceeeccscccessecsscecsscceccecsseees 4.00 


As will be seen by Mr. Ingersoll’s letter, lawyers’ 
fees are provided for, but there are many legal ex- 
penses in every case, besides the cost and expense of 

: distribution of the-literature necessary to enlighten 
and civilize the Christian heathen of New Jersey. 
———— te — ——— 
Editorial Notes, 
Tur New Era Gleaner, published at De Ruyter, N. Y., 


advises its readers to read TRE TRUTH SEEKER. Wesincerely 
hope the readers will act upon the advice. 


Tur Winsted, Conn., Press describes Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
as ‘‘a New York religious paper, devoted to the dissemina- 
tion of the purest unsectarian religious teachings.” We 
trust that now good Christians will no longer object to our 
pictures. - 


——————— Pr 
Joux Grores Hertwia, an occasional contributor to Tar 
Taurus SEEKER, has begun at Washington, D. C., the publi- 
cation of the American Weekly. - It is principally devoted to 
the discussion of national finance and taxation. The price 
of the Weekly is two dollars per annum. 


Tux premises occupied by the London Freethinker were 
‘destroyed by fire July 80th. However, the paper for the 
week was printed, and there will be no suspension, as a 
plant elsewhere has been secured. About all of the Free- 
thinker’s stock of books were destroyed. The stock was in- 
sured, but, taking advantage of a legal technicality, the in- 
surance company refuses to pay. Mr. Foote will sue for his 
money, and in the mean time his friends are raising a sub- 
scription to help him. 


Tux Democrat, of Clearfield, Pa., says: 


* While walking down Second street the other day we saw two 
boys aged about nine years studiously poring over the pages of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. If the parents of these children hav any respect 
for their offspring, they should keep such literature out of their 
hands." 

If the Democrat will show any children who hav been in- 
jured by their reading of THE TRUTH SEEKER, we will grant 
that it has some basis for its slur. Otherwise we must put 


the insult down to the account of Christian intolerance. 
mer — 


A PRIEST Of the Episcopalian church, a graduate of the 
highest designation, and & man of unexceptionable character, 
has become so indignant at the outrage on Mr. Reynolds at 
Boonton that he has made & solemn determination that he 
will never again enter the portals of any Christian place of 
worship whatever. We are not authorized to publish his 
name, and prefer to leave the matter to himself, being 
assured that in due time he will come out. This priest is not 
an Atheist. He is not the Rev. Heber Newton, but one of a 
much higher academic standing. He has finally, after many 
struggles, made up his mind to consider the Christian system 
a fraud without a redeeming quality. l 


Tur Boonton, N. J., Bulletin says : 

“E. M. Macdonald, the editor ef THE TRUTH SEEKER, says that 
Reynolds’s tent was ‘wrecked by Catholic and Methodist roughs.’ 
A man who gets so far from the truth as this when ‘seeking the 
truth,’ is not a good * seeker.’” 

We judge by the comment appended that the Bulletin 
questions the accuracy of our statement. The facts are these. 
James Neafie, one of the men arrested for rioting, was formerly 
a steady attendant upon Methodist services. At present he 
divides his piety between the Methodist-and the Reformed 
church. He is a little more Methodist than Reformed. 
When H. G. Randall, another arrested rioter, moved to 
Boonton, he brought to the pastor of the Methodist church 
of Boonton & letter from the Methodist church of the town 


which he had left. These facts we obtained from the editor 
of the Boonton Bulletin. George Hyler, the coachman who 
was arrested, is also a Methodist. All these men are charged 
with inciting to riot, and Mr; Reynolds knows that they did 
take part in the partial destruction of the tent by urging the 


rough element, who are mostly members of the Catholic 


church, to run Mr. Reynolds.out of town. If it were not 
Catholic and Methodist roughs who wrecked the tent, we do 
not know who is guilty. Certainly the tent was not wrecked 
by Catholic and Methodist gentlemen. 


Gross sectarian superstition would seem to hav reached 
the limit in the action of the Protestant and Catholic church 
authorities at the recent explosion of a powder niill, wherein 
eleven men were blown to atoms in a moment. A corre- 
spondent of the Hvening Post reports that all that could be 
found of the unfortunate creatures was four or five pounds 
of flesh, and adds: ‘‘ As part of the men were Catholic and 
part Protestant, the mass was divided and put into two cof- 
fins, funeral.services being held over one according to the 
Catholic ritual, and over the other according to the Prot- 
estant.” S 


Tug Christian Advocate prints a ** children’s temperance ” 
battle-hymn, of which the following is the closing stanza: 
“ Hark! how the conflict rages 

For Temperance, Truth, and Law ! 

We're writing History’s pages, 
Hurrah for Right! Hurrah ! 

Jehovah is our captain, 
This war is all his own; 

On earth we'll fight his battles, 
Then sing around his throne.” 


We would like to ask how much '' temperance ” there is 
about a sentiment of that sort. A person who could sing it 
and believe it would be as badly intoxicated in one way as 
he could be in another if.rum were plenty and free as water. 
It is à moral crime to indoctrinate children with these mil- 
itant notions. ` : 


Mr. D. A. Bropnezrr, of Grand Rapids, Mich., is again 
emploved at his good work. He has engaged Charles Watts. 
to deliver a course of four lectures at the Opera House, be- 
ginning Sept. 29th and closing Oct. 3d. The work of Liber- 
alizing Grand Rapids is peculiarly Mr. Blodgett’s own. 
Being a gentleman of large wealth, he can afford to hire the 
best hall in town and pay speakers and advertising bills, and 
his social position is such that the inhabitants of the city are 
bound to listen to him and the speakers he engages. Every 
year Mr. Blodgett has employed several Freethought speak- 
ers, and the people of Grand Rapids hav packed the large 
Opera House to listen to them. By these means Grand 
Rapids has.become about the most Liberal city in the 
West, and the progress of the general public has forced the 
denominational preachers to expand their several mental ho- 
rizons. Lecturers who hav been there report that intellect- 
ually Grand Rapids is wide awake and still opening its eyes. 
For this she is chiefly indebted to our friend Blodgett. Ifin 
each town and city of the United States there was but one 
man with the disposition and means of Mr. Blodgett, another 
decade would see an enormous transformation in the intel- 
lectual and moral status of the people. Four or five such 
men would soon turn the churches into academies and the 
Sunday-schools into kindergartens. 


5 e 

Tr was once a favorit method of disciplin with the father 
abbots to wall in a refractory monk and leave him to such 
meditations as might occur to a dying man. Being sur- 
rounded by air-tight stone and mortar, his minutes were few. 
Everybody supposes that such punishments are no longer 
used, but a discovery made in Panama the last day of July 
shows that within a few decades, at least, a monk had been 
put to death inthis way. A theater is being built in Panama 
on the site of the Los Monjas convent, the outer walls of 
which are very massiv and will be kept standing, The work 
now going on is the pulling down of the inner partition 
walls, which are about twenty-six inches thick. In the 
course of this work there was discovered within the masonry, 
in an erect position, a perfect male skeleton, to which was 
attached a cross made of wood, on which had been an 
inscription, but it is not legible now. Almost immediately 
after the discovery the skeleton fell to pieces, and the skull 
and bones can be seen lying on the ground. The skeleton 
was found in the wall which was very near the altar. Itisa 
horrible thought that perhaps in this country. perhaps in this 
very city, live men hav been built into a massiv wall and left 
to perish. No outsider knows what goes on within the walls 
of convents and monasteries, and innumerable crimes may 
be committed that can never reach the public ear. Consid- 
ering the history of the Catholic church, it might be the part 
of wisdom and humanity for the state to insist upon knowing 
a little more about her temporal governments and punish- 
ments. i 


Ar an expense of one cent. for a postal card, Mr. J. H. 
Brown, of Annandale, makes us acquainted with the state of 
his feelings on July 81st: : 

t ANNANDALE, N. Y., July 31, 1886. 

“Eprror TRUTH SEEKER: I return THE TRUTH Seeker with thanks. 
I hav read it, and had seen a copy of it before. Very likely my 
name was given you by thé party who had it in his house. I do not 
want it in.mine, and my fire is generally started with papers of 
another kind. Now, I want you Freethinkers all to get together 
and cause the earth to turn around the other way for a few years. 
You can certaiuly do it. There is no power to hinder you, accord- 
ing to your doctrin. Until then, 


** Yours respectfully, J. H. Brown.” 


If Mr. Brown has read Tak Trurn SEEKER to so little pur- 
pose as his words indicate, he has done the best thing pos- 
sible under the circumstances in sending it back. The 
cautiousness displayed in not using the paper to start a fire 
with is commendable.: Who knows but that the thing might 
explode and blow the roof off his domicil? Mr. Brown's 
first mistake is in supposing that Freethinkers believe they 


can ‘‘ cause the earth to turn around the other way." That 
belief is peculiar to religious people, who, in attributing 
omnipotence to some God, commit themselvs to the notion 
that he could at any time ‘‘cause the earth to turn around 
the other way,” or both ways at once, for that matter. Ac- 
cording to the Christian doctrin that he is a-prayer-answer- 
ing God, Mr. Brown and his fellow-believers are the persons 
who should control the diurnal motion of our planet. It 
strikes us that Mr. Brown is something of a numskull, 
and doesn’t know what Freethinkers believe nor what he 
believes himself. 


Mz. Pecos, of the Vatican, Rome, having denounced crema- 
tion as a device of the Freemasons and anti-Christians, the 
Masonic lodge La Razione, of Milan, resolves that it, ‘in con- 
sequence of the deliberate vote of the holy Roman Inquisi- 
tion, condemning and prohibiting cremation, deeming it 
highly honorable to Freemasonry that the pontiff should at- 
tribute to its influence a work of hygiene and civilization, in- 
vites the Grand Orient of Italy to urge all the lodges to in- 
augurate associations for cremation, and to erect cremating 
temples.” : 


‘Wuen Mr. Reynolds was in Boonton, N. J., with his tent, 
preaching the gospel of honesty, a camp-meeting of colored 
Christians was also in session. The Rev. Josiah King, col- 
ored, was pastor in charge. He was aided by several black 
reverends and singers. Posters were out all over the town 
beseeching the white Christians to help their colored brethren 
by financial donations, and all who loved Christ and Christian- 
ity were invited to attend the services. The meeting closed 
August 8th. How much money was contributed is not 
known. But just so much as was contributed did the pas- 
tor in charge abscond with on Monday morning, August 9th, 
by the first train out of Boonton. The singers and helpers 
were left without money to pay their grocery bills or to buy 
railroad tickets. The Methodist grocer nearest the '* Witch 
Grounds,” which is the local name for the woods where the 
camp was pitched, bewails the loss of many dollars, and his 
confidence in colored Christianity is correspondingly less. 
ened. Other tradespeople are considerable sums out of 
pocket, and if the pastor in charge is ever laid hold of by 
the Boonton Christians his life will be made unpleasant. . 
About the only person in Boonton who views with satisfac. 
tion his connection with the colored Christians is Charles 
Booth, one of the Infidel boys of the cutlery manufacturing 
family. He attended one of the meetings when the Rev. 
Mr. Stewart held forth. Mr. Stewart enlarged upon the 
great faith he himself had in Jesus, and entreated others to 
share his faith. ‘‘Wy, bredrin," he said, *I doan know 
whar I’se to git de nex’ meal. I hain't had enny brekfust, 
an’ I doan know no more dan nuthin’ whar Pse to git my 
dinner. But de bressed Lord Jesus will provide." None of 
‘the white Christians present seemed to believe the preacher, 
or at least none of them offered to be the chosen instrument 
of Jesus in filling him up, 80 Charles Booth stepped forward 
and told Lim if he was hungry to come with him. Evi- 
dently the darkey was honest in his statement, for he 
promptly put on his hat and followed his host to the Booth 
mansion, where he was fed to such an extent that it was 
with great difficulty he succeeded in mounting the pulpit for 
his next sermon. "The Methodists who dealt with the col. 
ored folks may mourn their loss. But Charley Booth is 
happy, for he fed the defrauded when the Christians passed 
by on the other side of the road. 


In the following letter to his bishop, Cardinal Taschereau, 
of Quebec, has made plain the position of the Roman Cath- 
olic church toward the Knights of Labor: 


“Your LonpsuiP: On the 13th of May last I represented to his 
eminence the Cardinal Prefect of the Sacred Congregation of the 
Propaganda the divergencies of opinion expressed by the news- 
papers of Canada and the United States on the subiect of the 
society of the Knights of Labor condemned in September, 
1884. As it was pretended that the effect of this sentence stood 
suspended by an appeal affirmed to hav been carried before 
the holy see after modifications had been made in the con- 
stitution of this society, I begged his eminence to make known 
with certainty the position of the church in regard to it. A letter 
from his eminence Cardinal Simeoni, dated the 12th of July, in- 
forms me that on the 27th of June last the Sacred Office, after a re- 
exaluination of the question, maintained its judgment of 1884 abso- 
lutely in the same terms, which are reproduced in his letter, as 
follows : 

“t Considering the principles, organization, and rules of the 
society of the Knights of Labor as they are set forth, this society 
must be classed among those which hay been condemned according 
to the instructions of this Supreme Congregation on the 10th of 
May, 1884, that the bishops be enjoined to proceed as well against 
this society a8 against others of the same kind, and to employ- the 
remedies ordered or advised in said instructions.’ 

* Your lordship will recall that in my consultation of the 5th of 
October, 1883, I made no representation of my own upon the prin- 
ciples of the organization and the rules of the society, but I purely 
and simply transmitted to the holy see an authentic printed copy 
of its constitution, with a prayer to examin it all the more carefully 
because this society seemed to embrace all branches of work and 
workers, which, moreover, its name clearly indicated. The pre- 
tended appeal to the holy see has been long invoked to create the 
belief that, pending the final decision, persons could continue to 
enroll themselvs or to remain in the society, provided always that 
they weve sincerely disposed to obey the final sentence upon the ap- 
peal. If that appeal had been really made it is impossible that the 
Sacred Office should not hav been seized of it, because this matter 
belongs to its exclusiv resort. Consequently, the decision of the 
27:h of June communicated to me by his eminence Cardinal Sime- 
oni, is in reply to it. The original sentence has been confirmed iu 
its form and tenor. Whereas, 1n this last decision, as in the first, 
the Holy Office recommends the bishops to proceed against this 
society in the manner prescribed in its instructions of the 10th of 
May, 1884, I cannot see that there can any longer be any doubt as 
to the rule to be followed by the Catholics of the whole world over 
whom the jurisdiction of that Sacred Congregation extends. 

* Having discharged my duty in conveying to your lordship this 
decision of the holy see, I beg you to accept assurances of my devo- 
tion. ** E, A. Car. TASCHEREAU, 

*t Archbishop of Quebec.” 

While the condemnation is universal, with the duplicity 
characteristic of the Catholic authorities it is only applied, 
so far, to Canada. In this country the church will probably 


use the order instead of abusing it. 


538 HE 


TRUTH SEEKER, AUGUST 21, 


1886. 


Zetters from friends. 
CraTHAM, N.'Y., Aug. 3, 1886. 
"Mn. Epirox: Please find inclosed $1 for Tert Fund. I see 


‘by the last TRUTH SEEKER that the meek and lowly Christians 
in New Jersey are forgetting their calling. T. R. Burrows. 


s Movsr Union, O., Aug. 5, 1886. 
Mr. Eprrog: Inclosed you will find money order for $5, 
which place to my credit and send on Tur TRuTH SEEKER 
with the pictures, for I expect to take it as long as I liv. . 
Wy. ANTRAM. 


Beverry, N. J., August 11, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: Five dollars inclosed is for Mr. Reynolds to 
keep the Tent moving. You will get the Beverly Banner. 
It has some hard words for Mr. Reynolds. It isrun by Prof. 
Streeter Fleet, also of the Normal School and the M. E. church 
here. He isa first-class bigot and blackguard. Ww. Krim. 


. Los ANGELES, CAL., Aug. 2, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find stamps for another subscrip- 
tion. The telling cartoons hav done it. When one hits a 
Catholic, the Protestants want it; when a Presbyterian gets 
arap, it suits the Methodist; and thus it goes through the 
whole list. Even half-fledged Liberals will read a picture 
when they would not peruse a wordy article. The one on 
church taxation touched their pockets, which is the most 
sensitiv part of them. Keep up the cartoons if you must 

raise the price of the grand old Trurn SEEKER. 
i J. E. CLARK. 


Cenar Darz, August 1, 286. 
Mr. Eviror: Many thanks for your kindness in forward- 
ing the paper so long after the subscription expired. Mr. 
Putnam's ‘‘ News and Notes? are fully worth the price of 
the paper. As we read, it almost seems to carry us close to 
wonderland or Yellowstone Park. The illustrations are 
grand—the morc so as they picture to our minds the igno- 
rance and superstition of ancient and, I may say also, mod- 
crn times. Keep the ball rolling until every stronghold is 

Shattered, and we can see every dogma crushed to atoms. 

$ S. Brown. 


Bozeman, M. T., Aug. 3, 1886. 
As your readers know, Mr. S. P. Putnam 
has come and gone. He made a very favorable impression 
lere, though he had great odds to contend against. All of 
the Methodist Episcopal ministers of the territory and some 
from the states were here at the time holding camp-meeting 
and conference. The conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
South is to be held at this place in a few days. I am in- 
formed that Sam Jones will be present. How they do werk 
to ‘hold the fort!" Our new (not yet finished) Baptist 
church was considerably wrecked the other day by lightning. 
J. M. LINDLEY. 


LiNoors, ILL., Aug 1, 1886. 

To rng BnETHREN: I hav just been reading the Apochry- 
phal New Testament, and also its history, ably and thoroughly 
edited. The account of the plan of separating the various 
books that were presented and wrangled over by the priests 
of Alexandria, and elsewhere, is certainly unique. Every 
priest wanted to put in a book of gospels, and there were so 
many books that many of the priests thought that there 
would be too much gospel, and that some of the books must 
go. Soa compromise was reached by placing all under the 
table, and the “heavenly father," who sat by helplessly look- 
ing on at his holy word, was besought to put the genuin ones 
on the table. It is received as history now that the true 
books were placed on top, and the false ones were left under. 
Those rejected had long been used by the early church as 
Goj's word, and it created a commotion when the Apochry- 
phal books were left. After reading the Apochryphal books 
and comparing them with the ‘‘ genuin," I am reminded of 
the story I read of a Yankee at Cape Cod. He invented a 
machine to separate the bones and meat of cooked fish. Sit- 
ting at table one day, and placing his mouth to receive the 
boneless fish, he turned the crank the wrong way and filled 
his mouth with bones! Now, reader, get the Apochryphal, 
and you will think that. God turned the crank the wrong 
way, and threw the bones on the table! 

When I read and study the various religions that hav 
affiicted mankind, as far as known to history, and compare 
them with the religion of Jesus, I am reminded of Old Abe. 
Soon aftcr he signed the emancipation proclamation, some 
curiosity hunter went to him and said, ‘‘Mr. Lincoln, I 
should very much like to get the pen with which you signed 
the proclamation." Looking toward the inkstand, he said, 
** Well, really, I can't say now; it was one of a lot, and they 
are ali alike." A. R. C. 


AT Home, Erus Co., Texas, July 28, 286. 

Mr. Epiror: I hav been waiting a long time to write, and 
you hav no doubt. waited until all hope of ever hearing from 
me has vanished. I would offer some excuse for not re- 
sponding before now, but hav none that would justify such 
long delay—poverty (I hate it), inconvenience, aud neglect. 
In this you will at last get $3.25, which I recollect to be the 
amount I owe you. Ilike Tux Truru SEEKER well I was 
brought up under strict orthodox rules; joined the church, 
of course, when a boy ; wore out my religion about the close 
of the war; then joined the Baptist in ’74; tried to do all 
the duties of a first-class Christian; filled a deacon’s place 
some years; was a favorit among them. In the fall of '80 
I mentally compared faith and credulity with reason and 
science, and, of course, I soon found my faith wavering ‘but 
reason advancing, and I saw nor felt any evidence of divine 
di$pleasure. So I went on with the thinking, and by chance 
my young friend Burnett got a copy of Paine’s *' Age of 


Mr. Epiror: 


.| system of faith and worship.” 


Reason.” We read, reasoned, thought, and talked freely. 
The result was that at the December meeting of '80 we both 
went up and accused ourselvs of heresy. (Good thing for us 
'twas the nineteenth century). Well, I couldn't tell you 
half. Ali were &mazed; would not turn to us out, but 
prayed for us and sent some brethren to talk to us, but we 
talked more to them than they to us. This went on for some 
time, and one good brother said 'twas no use to send com- 
mittees to us, for we would out-talk any they could send. In 
February following, N. T. Smith, their clerk, went up and 
stated that he had passed from the darkness of faith and 
superstition to the light and liberty of Freethought. Then 
they excommunicated all three of us at once and consigned 
us to the fferce anger of a very merciful and loving God. 
Their next step was one of wanton persecution. In July of 
the same year they expelled me from the Masonic Lodge on 
the charge of heresy. Still, I pursue the even tenor of my 
way in the full enjoyment of free thought and speech, not 
fearing but deriding hell. T. E. Stay. 


Penn Yan, N. Y., Aug. 1, 1886. 

Mx. Eprror: My dictionary defines feligion to be “any 
If this definition of the term 
be correct, then Mohammedanism, Buddhism, and all other 
systems of faith and worship are just as much religion as 
Christianity. Most people confound religion with morality, 
whereas they are totally and distinctly different from each 
other, having no necessary connection. Religion is one 
thing, and morality is another and a very different thing. 
Religion is merely a system of faith and worship; morality is 
the observance and practice of the duties of life. Religion is 
bigoted, intolerant, and proscriptiv; morality is liberal, tol- 
erant,and charitable. Religion is fierce and vehement; mo- 
rality is calm and deliberate. Religion *persecutes, while 
morality protects. ‘‘ All things ye would that men should 
do unto you, do ye even so to them;" is not religion, but mo- 
rality. To ‘‘visit the fatherless and the widows in their 
affliction” is not religion, but morality. To ‘‘loose the 
bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let 
the oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke; to deal 
thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that 
are cast out to thy house; when thou seest the naked, that 
thou cover him,” is not religion, but morality. Religion is 
inimical to freedom; morality defends the rights of man. 
Religion has been the cause of more misery and tribulation 
to mankind than all other sources combined. Morality has 
been, and still is, the true source of all that is good, great, 
and noble among men. In short, religion is a superstition, 
nothing more nor less; morality is a truism, and rests upon a 
basis as firm and impregnable as the eternal hills. We need 
more morality, and less religion, which consists entirely of 
forms and ceremonies. We want the practical more than the 
theoretical. Morality is salvation. 


Know then this truth, enough for man to know, 
Virtue alone is happiness below; 

The only point where human bliss stands still, 
And tastes the good without the fall to ill. 


Smoon. FonsHAY. 


DzoaTuR, ILL., July 31, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: It will no doubt be said by many of your 
readers, after having read my letter concerning a tract fund, 
which appeared in Tue TRUTH SEEKER this week, that it is 
very easy to make suggestions, but to lend financial aid is an- 
other thing. 

Yes, it is quite easy to offer suggestions, I am well aware, 
and it is equally impossible for some to do anything finan- 
cially, and you can justly assign me to that class. 

But, since writing my first letter upon this subject, I hav 
been reminded of my having on hand, at present, nine hun- 
dred copies of my chart entitled, ** The Encounter of. Adam 
and Eve with the Serpent in the Garden." 

These charts are 14x17 inches in dimension, and the press- 
work and material upon which they are printed are of the 
best. 

The charts hav à broad margin, and are designed to be 
framed. . ] 

Now, I desire to donate this edition of nine hundred charts 
to the tract fund. i S 

Let ever reader of Tue TRUTA SEEKER send twelve cents 
to its editor for a copy of this chart. 

In tbis way, the reader will be getting the worth of his 
money, and at the same time will be assisting the Liberal 
cause in a way that will prove a never-ending success. I will 
keep the Truth Seeker Company well supplied with the 
charts, and they can supply all sending for them. 

Tus Trora SEEKER can make a report of all money re. 
ceived for this purpose once a week, if space allows. 

Now, brother Liberals, I know the times are hard, but 
just set a resolution to donate twelve cents to our cause by 
sending for one or a dozen charts. This edition ought to be 
cleaned out in one month, which would of itself place about 
one hundred dollars in the treasury. 

The Truth Seeker Company should publish all the tracts, 
and pay itself out of the money received for that purpose, 
and make a report of everythiug pertaining to the business 
as often as once a month. 

I now leave this matter to the candid consideration of 
yourselvs and readers. M. L. SANDERS. 


. MarTLAND, Mo., Aug. 1, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: In running over the St. Joseph Evening 
News the other day, I found the following: ** Rev. Dr. R. Mor- 
ris has just read an essay to the.London Philological Society 
on the etymology of the word God. He thinks that it means 
‘thunder,’ and is derived from the Sanscrit gu, which means 
‘to sound,’ and is allied to gora, which: means ‘ terrible.'— 
Chicago Times.” 


How our ideas will occasionally be upset! We Liberals 
, hav always claimed that the Christians knew nothing abou 


the God of whom they are wont to prate, but, if this Dr. 
Morris be correct, they do know a good deal about him. 
And again, on second thought, their ignorance shines out 
with its usual brilliancy, from the fact that they did not 
know him when he did come around on his throne of black 
cloud, thunder-head, and whirling tornado, and instead of 
rushing to meet him as loving, confiding children should, 
they skipped for the cellar or cave. Just think how, for the 
last two thousand years, they hav been telling us all about 
God, how well they knew him, their intimacy giving them 
such an insight of his plans and intentions that they could 
delineate them to us, even down 1o the effect that our 
thoughts would hav upon him, and what his actions would 
be toward us for having them, even to the emergency of 
their being expressed or non-expressed ideas; and how we 
are now forced to blush for their stupidity from learning 
that he has been all this time (and for untold ages before) 
growling, grumbling, rumbling, roaring, and crashing about 
them every few days, and they knew him not. How won- 
drous strange, and what a lost set of heavenly ‘‘ kids” they 
hav been ! . 

And what a messenger of glad tidings this discovery of 
Rev. Dr. Morris for the Godless (thunderless). As usual, 
new discoveries help them, and this one especially so. For 
hav we not always been taught that to escape the presence 
and vengeauce of God was impossible? 

Now, if Morris be correct, all you hav to do is to board a 
Pacific-bound train, and in three, four, or five days, you are 
across the ** Rockies,” and in that delightful region where 
he, God (thunder), is utterly unknown, and bask in that 
world-renowned country, and enjoy all the luxuries of cli- 
mate and soil, and reflect that so much of the truly good and 
beautiful of this world is godless (thunderless). But even 
this immigration is unnecessary, for science has taught us 
that he (God—thunder) is utterly harmless, and that the 
malicious shafts of priestly design and tyranny are thc only 
things about the Christian God to be dreaded; and as she 
(science) has been the means of enabling us to ward off 
the electric shock, so she is becoming equally powerful in 
defending us against this Christian electricity, and render- 
ing their crashing, roaring God, who follows the priestly 
lightning, of no consequence whatever. : 

(Revised accordíng to the Rev. Dr. Morris.) 
And now Ilay me down to sleep, 
I pray the thunder my soul to keep, 


And if I die before I wake, 
Ipray the thunder my soul to.take. 


Yours, etc., Dr. H. B. MAXWELL. 


Burr Oax, August 5, 1886. 

Mu. Epıror: I pledged my mite last fall, at Cleveland, to 
the lecturing fund, and redeemed the same in due time. Inow 
wish to send to one of reason's and truth's ablest and best 
exponents, C. B. Reynolds, to cheer and encourage him to 
persevere in his arduous work of tearing down the strong- 
hold of superstition and error, my hearty good-speed, and & 
little substantial aid in the form of $8. I hope many arc able 
and willing, and will do much better. And, as I cannot sec 
by his letters in Taz Truta SzEknE when and where I might 
send direct to him, I send the same to you, hoping you will 
tax yourself with the necessary trouble to send it him at your 
earliest convenience. S 

Now, I wish to say something through the columns of the 
Liberals Bible, Tug Trurn SEEKER, about wheat turning to 
chess; as the question, Will wheat turn to chess? was asked 
by some one in said paper some time since, and answered 
editorially in an unqualified No—as though there was no 
doubt of that fact— which was erroneous in the extreme, 


as the afirmativ Yes can be used with perfect truth and . 


knowledge; just.as much as if the question was, Will wheat 
produce wheat? I know one to be a fact, just as well as the 
other, and farming has been my occupation all my life, and 
wheat has been my main crop for more than half a century. 

Some forty-five or fifty years ago, I fed a bundle of as 
clean and pure wheat as was ever tied up, to a friend's horsc 
in the fence-corner of the harvest field, a portion of which 
remained upon the ground among the wild grass, which 
grew up 80 thick it could not thrive much, but headed out 
the next summer a stunted mass of chess—all chess and no 
wheat. 

‘Now for proof No. 2: I raised fifteen acres of barley one 
year,on new and clean ground, whereon there had never 
been wheat or chess. The season being a very dry one, the 
barley made but a very short growth of straw, and the 
ground being rough I could not avoid leaving quite a quan- 
tity on the ground. I desired to put the same piece into 
wheat that fall, and plowed six acres on one side of the same 
before the barley left on the ground had a chance to grow, 
expecting to plow it again. The barley so plowed under 
goon came up, and made a vigorous growth. The balance of 
the field was not plowed until the barley was eaten up by 
stock, or grew so when that ground was plowed it killed it ; 
and in the fall and seed-time, us I was pressed with work 
and somewhat inexperienced in thorough farming, I sowed 
the whole field crossways of both parts, giving that part 
plowed first some extra harrowing. I used clean sced, but a 
large share of the barley on the first plowing continued to 
liv and grow through a long and wet fall, choking and 
stunting the wheat not a little. The winter, of course, killed 
the barley. The wheat was all alive iu the spring, though 
not so large as that on the other ground beside it, but it 
came on, and made a full crop of straw; but behold, fully 
nineteen-twentieths of it proved to be chess! The balance of 
the ficld bore as clean and nice a crop of wheat us ever need 
to grow, while the six acres of the same seed choked by bar- 
ley was not worth harvesting, it being next to all chess. 

Proof third: Many times on my farm—and I hav often 
heard others say the same thing occurred on their farms, 
which is no more or less than there being a row of chess be- 
tween the standing wheat in a field and a little sag, or low 
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spot, where the water had stood and killed the wheat. The 
chess, being the wheat plants at the edge of the pond dam- 
aged by water and freezing, though not entirely killed, was 
damaged so it grew chess instead of wheat. No other chess, 
or next to none, in the field. Py 

Now, I hav given the three above proofs (samples of many 
others I might giv, but I forbear), which fully establishes 
one of two things, beyond all peradventure (there are no 
“ifs” or “ands” about it), which is that wheat will, under 
certain conditions and maltreatment, turn to chess, or I hav 
foolishly and wilfully misrepresented facts. - 

f ; M. P. THURSTON. 

[Possibly Brother Thurston is correct in regard to the 
identity of wheat and chess, bnt botanists do not agree with 
him. Chess (Bromus secalinus) is described as a kind of 
grass. It may be degenerate wheat. Anyway, if it bears no 
relation to wheat, it is at least singular that it should be 
found growing with that kind of grain, and nowhere else.— 
Ep. T. 8.] : 


CLEVELAND, O., Aug. 7, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: I am happy to say that Tue TRUTA SEEKER 
has quite a number of friends in the Forest city. .Though I 
hav but recently become a reader of your excellent paper, 
which I get through a newsdealer, I would not miss a 
single number, not even if I had to pay a dollar for a copy. 

I would like to see the number of your subscribers doubled 
„in this city. We hav several churches and some religious 
charitable(?) institutions here. ' E 

I would like to saya few words in reference to the way in 
which things are managed.at the institution known as the 
** Garden Street Charity Hospital," which may be of interest 
to some charitably-disposed persons who giv money for the 
support of such places. The Garden Street Hospital in 

:' Cleveland is in charge of a number of ladies known as Sisters 
of Charity, and these ladies solicit alms for the hospital from 
the public. The soliciting is generally accompanied by the 
remark that ''although the institution is a Catholic one, 
they make no distinction between the applicants for admis. 
sion.” It has also been stated that no one has ever been 
charged anything for the services rendered them in the hos- 
pital, but they can make contributions of any amount they 
like after they get well. But what delights the people who 
run this concern most of allis to hav a chance to save the 
soul of ‘‘a Chinaman or any other kind of heathen.” 

Now, all this is very nice, and it is consoling to the people 
of Cleveland to know that the poor and friendless hav such 

: kind friends ‘to watch over them and care for them, and no 
one need ever die or want medical attendance and care, and, 
above all, the soul-saving busincss will be done with neatness 
and dispatch. 

: Now, let your readers look at the following story, and I 
think they will doubt these statements about the ‘‘ charity,” 
and. the “ soul-saving,” and the ‘‘ heathen.” : à 
|. Last Jantary a young man came to this place in search of 
work. He wasa stranger, in a strange land, but he secured 
-work here, and everything would hav gone well if he had 
not been stricken down with sickness four wceks after his 
arrival. For months he struggled until his last dollar was 
gone, and then he applied for admission to the hospitals, but 
he was informed that they had all*the charity inmates they 
could afford to keep. Then he applied to the city infirmary, 
but would not be admitted there “because he was not a citi- 
zen. In despair, on the last fourth of July, he paintully 
made his way to that temple of charity on. Garden street, 
where the poor, and the afflicted, and the heathen are cared 
for without money and without price. He was told he 
would be admitted on payment of $6 a week, and when he 
stated his case, and told them he was not able to do so, fur- 
ther consideration of the matter was deemed necessary. 
After a couple of hours’ waiting, he was told that, “as he 
had already employed another doctor, they could not ad- 
mit him." With this remark, those charitable (?) Christian 
people sent him staggering from their door, blind and deliri- 

ous with pain and weakness. . 

But friends were near to help him, and they were not pro- 
fessing Christians either. That remark about employing an- 
other doctor was all bosh. It would hav made no difference 
how many doctors he had previously employed if he had 
money to pay for what the public had already paid for, or 
rather that had been taken from them under false pretenses, 
for no poor person, I hav since learned, is admitted there un- 
less à member in good standing of the Catholic church. 

Harry Danvers. 


Mippiesory, Inn., Aug. 10, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: The apparent enlargement of the moon 
near the horizon is simply an optical delusion. It may be 
classed among the many deceptions of nature. There are 
myriads of deceptions of all kinds, on very hand, from 
protozoan or polyp upto nian; from the tireless and for- 
ever invisible atoms up to the restless, whirling orbs. The 
knowledge derived through the eye alone is often very un- 
reliable. The sun is never where it seems to be, never rises 
or sets. The stars never twinkle, or neither do they retain 
what is called their *' relativ distances” during two consec- 
utiv seconds. Nothing in nature is at rest, nothing ever was 
at rest, and consequently never will be; nothing destroyed, 
for matter, like space and time, is eternal; nothing new, for 
all matter is eternally old. Nor has this deceptiv organ, the 
eye, really ever seen anything; not even one of the.countless 
millions of objects throughout the unlimited universe from 
atom to Alcyon. The unaided eye alone never once hints 
of the existence of the teeming denizens in a single drop of ap- 
parently pure water; it furnishes no clue to the billions of 
billions of animalcule in our atmosphere, floating on every 
breeze, and drawn in at every breath. Again, it would pro- 
nounce many objects on our little carth many times larger 


"| miles appear as one at sea, and the vault of the heavens does 


myth, the Buddha, the Brahma, or the Crishna of the Jew- 
ish system. The time has passed when opposition can be 
silenced by persecution or priestly anathemas—threatenings 
of everlasting burnings or by the repctition of stale plati- 
tudes in the endeavor to impress a sickly sentimentality, 
which is the chief characteristic of the average sermon. The 
issue must be met without evasion—no dodging. Statement 
against statement, fact against fact, argument against argu- 
ment, and a fair and open concussion of thought with thought 
must decide the issue which has been joined by the great 
intellectual luminaries of the world. Thoughtful men and 
women wil no longer remain fettered by the hypocritical 
cant of the priest, echoed by the clergy, that it is sinful to 
use reason in the decision of this question, or to learn what 
is said by the great apostles of Liberalism in their laudable 
effort to rid the world of superstition and ignorance, which 
are twin sisters, and the only means by which church mem- 
berships are kept in line,.and its votaries induced to believe 
their theories & success, and that it will be universally ac- 
cepted, when the truth is, thoughtful men and women every- 
where scout it as à delusion and a farce. 
W. A. Brownine. 


than the largest sphere in space. And yet what is our globe 
itself save a revolving, animated atom, beside great orbs like 
Sirius, Procyon, Regulus, and Alcyon, whose magnitude in 
the far-off realms of space surpasses our little world as the 
dazzling glare of the electric light does the flickering wax 
faper of ages and ages ago? i 2 
The unaided eye alone tells us no more about the wonder- 
ful bioplasts that so. ingeniously rebuild every organ of the 
body than we now know of the interior of Jupiter or Polaris, 
or the exterior of an undiscovered planet beyond Neptune. 
All the other senses are required to watch this, the most de- 
ceptiv organ in the human body. Hence it should never be 
allowed alone, but that is just what we do when we look at 
the moon. If we measure the moon's apparent diameter with 
any suitable instrument, we shall find that it subtends a less 
angle near the horizon than when near the zenith. We are 
actually something like four thousand miles nearer the moon 
when it is on our meridian, that is, we are about one-sixtieth 
near the moon than we were when it first rose. This in- 
creases its diameter more than one-half a minute. The moon 
then is actually nearer, and, consequently, apparently larger 
when in the zenith. Our judgment of the absolute magni- 
tude of any object is based on our judgment of its distance. 
If two objects at unequal distances appear the same size, the 
more distant one must be the.larger. Now the moon, when 
nearer the horizon, appears to us more distant than when 
nearthe zenith. She appears more distant for two reason, 
viz., comparison with intervening objects and diminished 
brightness. When the moon is on our meridian no objects 
intervene, and there is consequently no comparison possible. 
Hence she appears quite near, for the same reason several 


Soura Barres, N. Y., July 10, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: As ex-President Arthur and others say, by 
the inscrutable wisdom of God, or some other cause, most 
likely broken laws, we hav been flat on our back for many 
days with rheumatism, but now just able to sit up. We re- 
spond to your wants by inclosing $5, as per your suggestion, 
which takes us through another year. We hav taken Taz 
TRUTH SEEKER from its birth, and when we do not want it 
will let you know. The cartoons hav wed me more closely 
to it than before. If God ever wrote the Bible and then sent 
men to preach it, in my opinion he also has ordained Watson 
Heston to illustrate it. Of course, now and then some good 
brother will kick, and perhaps in kicking he may break the 
shell that holds his freedom; then he can see more clearly. 
One brother says occupy the same space in good reading 
matter. Poor timid soul! he is not afraid of the pictures, 
only he is afraid of popularity or the society where he livs. 
No written language, in my opinion, is their equal, and my 
motto is, ‘‘ Long liv Watson.” The few that may stop the 
paper for a time remind me of what the Dutchman said 
when a new ''breacher" came to town, and among other 
things said Jesus Christ was dead. At first it made the 
Dutchman’s son feel very bad, but the old man consoled him 
by saying, ** Shacob, my boy, never mind the son as longas - 
the old man be alive." So, we say, to every one the car- 
toons kill, ten will come to their funeral. 

Friend Eugene, in reviewing Mr. Talmage on monopoly 
we are both pleased and displeased— pleased because he says 
some great and good truths—namcly, ‘‘The scepter of 
monopoly is made of the iron rail track and the wire of teleg- 
raphy ;" again, ** Great monopolies in any land imply great 
privation and wretchedness. Monopoly, brazen-faced, iron- 
fingered, and vulture-hearted monopoly, offers its hand to this 
republic." Now all this is quite true, and why not stop with 
the truth? But no; a little further on this Rev. D.D., or 
Doctor of Deviltry, says, “Another suitor for the hand of thig 
nation is Infidelity.” Then he makes all Infidels Anarchists, 
and says one of their chief leaders was recently pulled from 
under a bed by the leg in a house of ill-fame. Lucky, we 
think, not to hav been pulled from 7” the bed, where so 
many rcverends are being pulled from iu the recent past, if 
half the statements are true. Satan should not rebuke sin. 
A word to the wise, we hope, is suflicient. 

But, again; the opportunity is too rich to be lost just at 
the time when all the world of thought is awakc to all that 
may be said on the great labor question. This wonderful, 
worthy Rev. D.D., which many translate Doctor of Deviltry, 
in looking over Chicago's recent misfortune, says the police, 
in exploring the dens of Anarchists, found dynamite, vitrol, 
and Tom Paine's ‘‘ Age of Reason," etc., but nary Testa- 
ment or copy of Watts’s Hymn Book that teaches, “Hark! 
from the tomb a doleful sound," etc.; a Testament that 
teaches ‘‘ believe or be damned,” and ‘‘ I came not to bring 
peace but a sword," which its teachers hav fully carried out. 
Thus all can see another vain attempt to scandalize a little 
volume that, with its'author, did more to establish frcedom 
of thought and and liberty to express it than all the Bibles 
ever written in all ages, and by all men; and all Bibles hav 
been thus written. Yes, this same Doctor of Deviltry takeg 
the very liberty that Paine did so much to establish to attack 
the author. ‘ 

Well, the poor pitiable D.D. makes one more thrust and 
then expires. He says this book, the Testament, of course, 
is what brought George Washington on his knees at Valley 
Forge. Why, Brother Talmage, did you not add the story 
of the hatchet, or did you forget it? Now, suppose George 
went on his knees at Valley Forge (which many doubt), do 
you think it did as much good for our poor hungry, naked, 
and suffering soldiers as what Thomas Paine really did by 
his own voluntary act? The boys, or soldiers, at Valley 
Forge iu midwinter were in great want for food and clothing, 
and finally concluded to break camp fora time. Paine saw 
the bad result, as he thought, and so from his own means 
supplied the soldiers by two loaded teams with some com- 
forts in camp. Now we leave it to the general reader to say 
which is ahead, prayer or provender?. For my part, since 
the effort for Garfield we hav lost all hope in prayer, and be- 
lieve the quicker we help ourselvs the better. Now, on the 
whole, we can't see that much has come from the des" 
brother in the Lord to us laboring class; he is only at 
war with monopoly, not with capital. Ile says, ‘ All would 
be rich if they could.” Also, ‘Get all you can honestly," 
forgetting there are as many kinds of honor as men. So we 
must shut our eyes, join the church, pay the priest, and all 
go to sheol. Let us pray! M. B. DzLaxo. 


not present the appearance of a hemisphere, but appears 
flattened at the zenith and spread out at the horizon. 

Again, our estimate of the distance of objects is also 
affected by their brightness. Thus, & distant mountain, seen 
through a perfectly clear atmosphere, appears much nearer 
than when seen through an atmosphere that is hazy. But 
what are all thóse delusions combined when compared with 
the delusions, superstitions, and absurdities of the far-away 
ancients that are still handed down to us as golden truth, 
that still hav a firm foothold on the mind of man? 

M. R. TEESDALE. 


ALDERSON, W. Va., July 28, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: In order that you may assure the readers of 
Tue TnurH SEEKER that Freethought is not a dead letter in 
West Virginia, I herewith transmit you a copy of a;letter re- 
cently mailed to an Episcopal minister untf lately pastor of 
& church here, who in delivering his last sermon at this place 
commanded those in the congregation, if there were any, 
** who did not believe Christ was the son of God, or in the 
divine inspiration of the Bible, to stand up." The occasion 
which precipitated this unusualact by this good man is be- 
lieved to be my having exhibited among some of his flock a 
copy of Tux Truta SEEKER, and one displaying a cartoon of. 
Jonah and .the whale, which, like all other Bible stories, is 
not equalled in absurdity and childish nonsense by even the 
exploits of ‘‘Sindbad the Sailor,” or of Jules Verne in his 
** Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea,” and '* Around 
the World in Eighty Days." You are at liberty to publish 
these letters if you thiuk it would enhance the cause of Lib- 
eralism, or tend in the least to dissipate the clouds of, super- 
stition and ignorance which possess the public mind upon 
this question. For the pittance inclosed send me a copy of 
“St. Matthew Before the Court,” and also a copy of the next 
issue of Tur TRUTA SEEKER. W. A. BROWNING. 


THE LETTER. 


ArpEnsON, W. Va., July 26, 1886. 

Rev. ——: When preaching your last sermon here you in- 
vited, or rather commanded, those in the congregation, if 
there were such, who did not believe ‘‘ Christ was the son of 
God” to stand up. As there are a number of persons who 
believe you referred to me, knowing the cap fits me, I deem 
it my duty to furnish you the reasons which actuate me in 
the entertainment of sentiments so widely at variance with 
yourown. To that end I shall to-day mail to your address 
a copy of Taz Trura SEEKER, not on account of the cartoons 
it displays, nor for the purpose of wounding your feelings, 
but to call your attention to various advertised works in the 
interest of Freethought, which if you were to send for and 
read carefully, and, as you would say, prayerfully also, 
would enable you to understand the reasons which I refer to, 
and why many eminent divines hav left the pulpit, are 
members of the Secular Society, and are now preaching 
Freethought, and why the most thoughtful people are losing 
interest in the church; and also enable you to see, as we 
see, the ‘‘hand-writing on the wall” for the Christian system, 
which, apart from the many murders committed in its name, 
and by its authority, may hav served a benign purpose in its 
day. But that day has passed; its deformity, its barbarism, 
its absurdity cannot withstand the intellectual light of this 
century. The time is not far distant when it will become as 
dead as the Sanscrit language. 

The Bible will be relegated to the back-shelf to be pre- 
served as only & mere literary curiosity, which, instead of 
being the word of a God, is only the word of wicked men— 
Jewish and Catholic priests, who in complot with the kings 
of their time invented this hierarchy for the further enslave- 
ment of the people. Read the marked pieces, and also the 
two tracts which we shall soon send you, and learn there- 
from that both the Old and New Testaments are forgeries; 
the former by the Jewish priest Esdras and a quorum of 
assistants, who, in company with King Artaxerces, wrotc the 
Pentateuch two hundred years after the Hebrew writings, 
the law, had been destroycd by fire with the temple when 
Jerusalem was burnt by Nebuchadnezzar, and 334 years 
after the reputed death of Moses, who was only an oriegtal 

^ 


540 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, AUGUST 21, 1886. 


Children's Corner, 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


** Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Under the Trees. 


I walked in a grove a midsummer day 
Where a thousand birds are coming to stay, 
And the branches meet and cover the way, 
Though the place was a desert but yesterday. 


And flowers and flowers are blooming to gild, 
And nests and nests the mother-birds build, 
While the grass.grows rank as a thing self-willed, 
And summer’s chalice its sweetness spilled. 


All over and under the shimmering trees 

That we planted for children and birds and bees 

And wild, weird winds and the days like these 

When the fierce suns burn through the summer's 
breeze è 


Is a gay, glad song that is nature’s own, 

And the turtle-dove with her tender moan— 

But the sweetest song that the woods hav known . 
Is childhood's careless, happy tone. 


The catalpa-tree in her green umbrell’ 
Four blue eggs hid that I love as well 

As in morning days in the hazel dell 
When a sheen of sky o’er the meadows fell. 


Now the mustard opens her cups of gold, 

And the bee bears home what her legs will hold. 
Though anear the wheels of the spider rolled, 
The bee knew more than her honey-bags told. 


Softly turning her silver reels 

Over and under the silver wheels 

And the silken web that her loom conceals, 
Is the spider’s raft that the morn reveals. 


Weaving her bars and slender bands, 

And never a shuttle slips in her hands ; 
Hither and thither the fleecy strands 

Till she shames the weaver of orient lands. 


All over and under her lines she drew, 
And each one, threading the bells of dew, 
Made a net of pearls no brown bee knew 
Since she found plenty of work to do. 


Pray listen, children, pretty and sweet, 
From your golden curls to.your dancing feet. 
The worker has often some honey to eat 

If he shuns the ways where the idlers meet, 


And the silver wheels be rolled in vain, 
Though fair they be in the dewy rain; 
‘Tis only the fly is caught in the train, 
Whose feet and wings are much of his brain. 


Away with the wheel like a shining star, 

And the tangled wings, and the woven bar— 

No moral* shall come to make or mar 

These sylvan scenes where the children are. 
Clearwater, Neb. Mary BAIRD Finca. 


*I once knew a little girl who said she hated a 
story with a moral, If there are any little readers 
- like her in the Children’s Corner, let these lines be 
inscribed to them. 


e 

My Visit to Crystal Mountain. 

Crystal Mountain is about twenty miles 
south, and in the main range which lies to 
the west of Canyon. City. It is the main 
range, from which the Arkansas river 
emerges, forming the Grand Canyon, or Royal 
Gorge, at the mouth of which Canyon City is 
located. It is about eight thousand feet above 
the level of the sea, and about three thousand 
feet above Canyon City. 

Orion my brother, Lula my sister, and my- 
self started early one bright morning to visit 
my brother and sister-in-law, who liv on Crys- 
tal Mountain. We first crossed Lincoln Park, 
and between evergreen hills; then across 
Wolf Park, then over Half-mile Grade, then 
a little way over level land, passing by Curi- 
osity Hill, which used to be covered with 
curiosities of many different kinds, such as 
crystals and petrified stones of endless shapes 
and forms. But most all of these hav been 
carried away by tourists. 

We then came to the Three-mile Grade, 
which is graded out of the side of a mountain. 
Taking pity on the horses, we walked a part 
of the way up the grade. Having reached 
the highest peak, we stopped for a moment to 
gaze on the beauties of sublime nature. 
Standing on that dizzy hight, gazing at the 
wild and grand scenery around and below 
me, I drank deep of the enchanting loveliness. 
In front of me was a deep, wild glen, while 
on the opposit side rose lofty mountains cov- 
ered with dark, thick forest. Starting on 
again, we followed the winding road down 
the mountain into what is called the Basin, so 
called from being surrounded by high mount- 
ains. It is really a small valley, and is much 
the shape of a basin. There we ate our 
lunch and obtained a drink of nice, cool spring 
water, the water coming out of a rock. 

After resting awhile, we drove on through 
Oak Creek Canyon, coming into the town of 
Yorkville, which is at the foot of the west 
side of the mountain. We passed on and 
through the town of Galena. We then turned 
to the east a short distance, when we were at 


the foot of the mountain. The road from the 
foot to the top is about two miles long. After 
riding through woods and over parks, we 
came to my brother’s house or cabin, which 
is three miles from any neighbor’s. We were 
very tired, and after eating supper we went 
to bed. . 

The next day we went into the woods, and 
sat on the grass, chatting. : 

The trees looked like giants, and their wav- 
ing tops appeared as if they touched the sky 
above. The wild flowers were very gay in 
their neat little dresses, and the kinnekinnick 
vine, which spreads over the ground and has 
a little red berry on it, is very pretty. 

The trees in the forest are pine, spruce, and 
aspen, and grow very large and thrifty. 


The flowers and grasses that grow in these |: 


forests are very beautiful, and there are three 
kinds of tree moss, and they are the most 
lovely I ever saw; one kind is green, and an- 
other gray—it has the appearance of a skele- 
ton plant, and, I think, is the most beautiful of 
all. The other is brown, and shaped like à 
leaf; it is the next in beauty. When they are 
put together, they form a beautiful contrast. 
Then there are different kinds of ground moss. 
One is brown, and another kind, that grows 
on the banks of the stream that flows near the 
woods, is green, and is very pretty when it is 
in bloom. Its blossoms look like little stars 
twinkling all over it. 

There was a squirrel that attracted my at- 
tention in a tree near by. I first heard it 
chattering, and I looked fora long time, but 
could not see it. I then saw it on a branch of 
a pine-tree, by its nest. It had a large nest, 
made of dry brush and grass. The squirrel 
was black, and about the size of a chipmunk, 
and it would jump from branch to branch. 

The chipmunk livs in the rocks. It is 
gray, with à brown stripe down its back. It 
will peep out very slyly, and if it sees anyone 
it will dodge back and hide. They are very 
cunning and mischievous little fellows. 

The blue jays would sing and chirp in the 
trees, and the woodpeckers would keep up 
such a noise all the time pecking at the trees! 
By that time it was between Yaylight and 
darkness, and the owls began to hoot, and 
everything in nature was in peaceful repose. 
So we gathered a few flowers, and started 
back to the neat cabin that stands near the 
creek, surrounded by woods. It is a lonesome 
looking place; not a house in sight—nothing 
but dark, black woods all around ; but a lover 
of nature finds it pleasant. We sat all the 
evening .a happy group of five; then, witha 
merry good-night, we retired. 

The next morning we went out into the 
pastures where roam my father’s and broth- 
er’s herd of horses. We strolled along, 
plucking here and there a wild flower. When 
we had our hands and aprons full, we sat 
down beneath the bending boughs of a large 
pine-tree, where we rested after our long 
ramble and made bouquets of the flowers we 
had gathered. On our return to the cabin we 
passed a tree which we call the Crooked 
Tree. The trunk is straight for about four 
feet, then bends toward the north about two 
feet, and down two, out straight two, up 
two and one-half, out one, then up, branch- 
ing out like a tree. One of its branches is 
something of the same shape. Itis one of the 
many things in nature which one must see to 
realize how strange it is. 

When we reached home we were rather 
tired, but after resting, Lula and I took an- 
other ramble, and after walking around 
awhile we climbed upon some large rocks 
behind the barn and sat down to rest. About 
four o’clock we heard Orion say something, 
about à catamount. We ran to the house to 
see what was the matter. He had seen one 
near the corral. He went to get the revolver, 
but while he was gone’ it had slipped away. 
That evening we saw it again; it passed over 
the rocks where Lula and I had been sitting 
in the afternoon. It was probably on the 
hunt of a colt, for there was & bunch of 
horses in the corral. The catamounts and 
mountain lions sometimes play sad havoc with 
the young colts. One day we went out to 
Lookout Peaks. From one we could see 
Wet-mountain Valley, Silver Cliff, Galena, 
and Yorkville, which are from three to fif- 
tcen miles distant. I once lived in Wet- 
mountain Valley. It is a lovely place in the 
summer time. From the other peak we 
could see Pueblo, Canyon, and Coal creek. 
We could ste the iron works in Pueblo, 
which is about thirty miles distant, and 
could distinguish houses in Canyon, which is 
about twenty miles distant. 

It was getting dusk and we were thinking 
of starting homeward, when some dark 
object ran through the brush below us. We 


| light streaming across it. 


had no weapon with us, and thought likely it 
was a bear, for they inhabit that portion of 
the mountain. My brother took a large club 
and said he would investigate. We were 
standing on a high cliff of, rock. He went 
down, but came back presently, laughing, 
and said it was nothing but a black horse. 

We went down then to where our horses 
were tied, mounted them, and rode home. 
On the way, when we were riding at quite a 
rapid pace, my horse suddenly jumped to 
one side, and I went off on the grass. Look- 
ing around to see what had frightened him, 
we saw a large black stump with the moon- 
I was not hurt; 
my horse was soon caught, and we were off 
again as merry as ever. 

It was a lovely moonlight evening, and we 
stopped for a moment tolook around us. We 
could see far in the distance the snow-capped 
tops of the Sangre-de-Christo mountains. 
They are covered with snow the year around. 

The next day we were busy all day gather- 
ing ferns and flowers to press and make 
wreaths of, and tree moss to make picture- 
frames. 

The next day we went to Crystal Park, and 
gathered some of the most lovely crystals I 
ever saw. Some were the shape of diamonds, 
others were like bubbles. There is a cave in 
the side of a hill, and its walls are covered 


with crystals of various shapés and colors. [ 


On our. way home we passed a dark, deep 
glen. The trees were waving in the cool 
evening breeze. The brow of the cliff was 
thickly covered with wild roses and ever- 
greens. 

After.an absence of three weeks we again 
bade farewell to our friends, and began our 
descent of Crystal Mountain. ` i 

On our rcturn trip we came by the way of 
Rock Spring, which is a natural curiosity, and 


-reminds one of the biblical story of Aaron 


smiting the rock—a large.rock set in the 
side of a bluff. The water comes out of a 
crevice in the rock and rüns about two feet; 
then there is a cavity about as large as a tea- 
cup, where the water increases, then flows on 
about two feet farther, where there is a basin 
in the rock where many horses and cattle 
drink. After rambling about for half an 
hour, we came on home, where we were 
greeted by our friends and acquaintances. 
f ORELA Lox, aged 14. 

Canon City, Fremont Co., Col. 

[Awarded two dollars for good descriptiv 
sketch. ] : 

Our Puzzle Box. 


1.—MATHEMATIOAL. 


A man has a circular farm. The fence 
around it is five rails high, and the rails are 
one-half rod long. If the farm contains as 
many acres as there are rails in the fence, 
how many acres does it contain ? 

Wu. Soorr. 


2.—OHARADE. 


The farmer looked well both inside and out, 

He knew that my first would be lurking 
about; 

His pretty daughter my second drew on— 

She was going out with the doctor's son ; 

The doctor himself to the garden came, 

And asked for my whole by its Latin namc: 

A beautiful flower, whose purple leaf 

Can conquer your pain, and soothe your grief. 

Henry F. Sirs. 


2 9.—DIAMOND PUZZLE. 


The central word is the same read either 
downward or across. 


4.—ANAGRAM. 


The pot can scarcely boil below, 

Since ‘‘ Hell” has lost its fervid glow. 
"Tis not the magic of the name 

That ** Sheol” scarce suggests a flame. 
That older day when I was young, 

"Twas fiercely preached and prayed and sung ; 
And no one dreamed its vastness grand 
Would fail to meet the great demand. 

For still, the more they pumped, the more 
Its thunders shook our earthly shore; 

Till Talmage came with flip, flop, flap, 
To pump at forty cents a clap— 


And jumped and pumped, and pumped and’ 


jumped, 
And jumped and stumped, and pumped and 
thumped ; 
Till, by incessant pumping dry, 
** Hell only faintly makes reply ; 
And now the pot scarce boils below, 
Since ‘‘ Hell” has lost its torrid glow. 
J. K. P. BAKER. 


5.—00NUNDRUM. 


XE 
This man is hot and getting hotter ; 
He sadly wants a drink of water; 
To get it is no easy thing. ` . 
Where shall he go to find a spring ? 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN'8 CORNER, 
AvGusT 7, 1886. - 
1.-Be not proud; be not silly; be industri- 


ous; becourteous; be not cross; be not self. ' 


ish; be prudent; beindependent. Read from 
center outward. 

2.- Buried articles, metagram, anagram, 
hidden proverb, charade, double diamond, 
rebus, square words, acrostic, conundrum, 
riddle. 

Sorvzns.—Maude Jackson, Lydia Secord. 

te — —— — 


Correspondence. 


WasnrNGTON, D. C., August 7, 1886. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: I send herewith a 
couple of charades, which I hope may be of 
interest to the Children’s Corner, a depart- 
ment of Taz TRUTH SEEKER which I think . 
indispensable, and which ought to be encour- 
aged for the benefit of the rising generation. 
Along @ child of larger growth, myself, I 
feel as much interest in anything appertainin 
to the welfare of the little ones as though Í 
were again among them as one of their num-. 
ber. Hoping you may continue a successful 
management of your column, I remain, 
Yours truly, for truth, 
Henry F. SMITE. 


CLEARWATER, NEB., July 80, 286 E.M. 
Dear Miss Wixon: In sending this poem 
for the Corner, let me congratulate you upon ` 
the improvement that is being made in its 

columns. : : 
Your own beautiful stories and poems are 
as beacons to the lesser lights. The prizes 
offered, too, hav stimulated writers to better 
effort. I can only wish there were more gen- 


erous friends who were ‘able to giv to so 


worthy an object. 

You are engraving the purple domes of 
science as a background to the picture, in- 
stead of the black clouds of superstition that 
hav long been painted upon the plastic minds 
of childhood. Ina sad case of insanity that 
has lately come to my knowledge, the mind 
of the patient, in its pitiful wanderings, re- 
verted to the past (though she had been en- 
tirely free for years, as we thought, from the 
dark shadow of Calvinism); but now her 
rambling sentences were interspersed with 
ravings of the '' Christ-child”—as she desig-, 
nated one of her friends—‘‘ Bible prophecies,” 
and ‘‘amens and amens.” This picture, 
though it had been but a negativ to begin 
with, only needed insanity to reproduce it in 
all its Presbyterian horrors. These are the 
stereotyped views the clergy hav held up, 
for hundreds of years, for the benefit of men, 
women, and children (poor children). Now 
let the reverend doctors hav a taste of the 
medicin that Watson Heston knows so well 
how to administer. : 

. Yours for humanity, © : 

Mrs. Mary B. Fixcn. 

(We trust the clouded mind of our poor 
sister may soon be restored to its natural 
vigor and brightness. Reason is the fairest 
jewel of the human being. To preserve it in 
its beauty and glory should be the aim of all, 
for one of the saddest sights in this world isa 
mind shrouded in mental gloom through 
false and cruel teaching. We thank our 
friend for kind appreciation of our work.— 


Ep. C. C.] 


Hopson, July 26, 1886. 

Dzar Miss Wixon: Having nothing else to 
do, I will write a few lines to the Corner. I 
think the prize stories in the last two papers 
were excellent. I hav read and spoken a 
good many pieces out of the Children's Cor- 
ner in school, but my teacher has never said 
anything about them. She is a Methodist, 
and very religious. To church I hav only 
been a few times, but Sunday-school I 
hav never attended, though not so few hav 
wanted me to go. 

We are having a good, long vacation now, 
and I enjoy it very much, as f suppose every- 
one does. I hav read the story about ‘“ Two 
Little Red Mittens,” and think it is very nice. 
It has been quite warm here lately, and the 
plants are dying for the want of rain, be- 
cause it has not rained here for over two 
months. I seek for truth everywhere. 

Your sincere friend, CHRISTINA Hanson. 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 
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MONTANA. 
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N. Hexter, 303 Süperior ‘street, Cleveland. 
Yan Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON. 
Wm. Chance, Astoria. 
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Robt. G. Ingersoll's 
OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 
in the suit of the 


Bankers’ and Merchants’ Tele- 
graph Company 
against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company. 
E 


So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that THE TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


PAINE’S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli- 
cal Works. 
By THOMAS PAINE, 


“The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, dur Six copies for 


THE ORISIS.. 
By Thomas Paine. 

. Speaking of this work in connection with the 

proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
. flaming arguments . . . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 
ration.” 


. Price, 35 cents. 
For either of these works, or an of Paine's 
writings, Address THE 'TRUTH SEEKER, 


83 Clinton PRU New York. 


BIBLE MYTHS 


AND THEIR 


Parallels in Other Religions. 
Being a Comparison of the Old and New Testa- 


ment Mytha and Miracles with those of 
heathen nations of Antiquity, Con- 
sidering also their Origin 


and Meaning. With 
numerous illus- 
trations. 

The object of the work 18 to point out the myths 
with, which the Old and New Testaments abound; 
to 84 ow that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning. 

** Tt is unquestionable true that the results of a 
rat ionalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else 80 accessible as they are now made 
inthe work before us.?—N. Y. Sun. 

1 vol 8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages. 


Price, $2.50. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO0., 
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Fopulation: The Curate of Churnside. (Selected 


story.) B Jas. Payne; How Voltaire Died, by the 
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SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 


BIBLE. 
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anonymous, itis now known to be 
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e work of W. 
More 
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Price 15 cents. 
if29 
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S. P. Putnam’s Work :. 


The Problem of. the the Universe, and 


Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
it A prose Spe of the war, righ with’ incident 
and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day. »—Jonhn 
Swinton's Paper. 

“The 


Golden Throne, a Romance. 
author certainly, has genius. The divine crea- 
GSE spark is wit. The book is filed with 

y thoughts c en in manly words— 
the transcript of a manly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ "INGERSOLL. $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 

in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 

fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 

shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty."—Dr. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 
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Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 
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of the aboye addres 
THE TRUTH SREKER co. 
38 Clinton Place: New York. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


The History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and lettered. Price, $1.25. CONTENTS : 

Section I. Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section II. Whatit 
Owes to Mohammedanjsm. Section III. Free- 
"thought Martyrs and Confessors, Section IV. 
Freethought in Conilict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Sec- 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
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The American Secular. Union; its 
Necessity, and the Justice of its Nine Demands. 
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82 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 
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` tiv. 92pagesin cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Christ:an Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
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cal Value of New, Testament; Miracles; 
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Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. 
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CENTS EACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible: Freethought and 
Modern Progress: ; Christianit do its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; b ih osophy of Secu- 
larism; Science and Bible Anta onistio ; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. For all of 
the above works address TH. Teas SEEK- 
ER, 33 Clinton Place, New York 


KERSEY GRAVES’S WORKS. 


Sixteen Saviors or None, By Ker- 
SEY GnavES, auther of the World's Sixteen 
Crucified: Saviors; The Bible of Bibles, and 
Biography of Satan. Paper, 75 cents; cloth, $1. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thotisavd biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
deli ieation of the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
ami ation of their doctrins. Price, $2. 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains, 
Price, 35 cents. 


The Werld’s Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 


Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 
origin of all the Rovtrt tines, principles, precepts, 
and miracles of ms Christian New Testament. 
and furnishing a key for unlocking many of 
ite sacred mysteries, besides comprising me 
history of sixteen oriental, fInoded ed gods. $2 
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WHATS TO BE DONE? 
^A NIHILISTIC ROMANCE. 


By N. G. TCHERNYCHEWSKY. With a portrait 
of the Author. in anslated by BENJ. 
UCKER. 


Written in Prison. Suppr ressed by, the Czar, The 
Author Over Twenty Years an Exile in'Sibe- 
ria. Russian Edition worth $600 a Copy. 

First American Edition Exhausted 
in Four Days. Second now 

ady. An 
Volume of 
Pages. 


PRESS COMMENTS : 


To call the book the “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” of 
21 is scarcely extravagance.— Boston A dver- 
iser. 

It is perhaps the book which has most power- 
fully influenced the youth of Russia in their 
growth into Nihilism, and it is remarkable and 
noteworthy as a work which has played 80 impor- 
tenta part in the political and social history of 
ihe century.—Boston Courier. 

As a revelation of folk hfe it is invaluable; we 
hav no other Russian pictures that compare with 
it.— Providence Star. 

The characters are so str ongiy and vividly drawn 
that the interest in their fate becomes intense as 
the thread of the narrativ is slowly unwound.— 
Boston Saturday Evening Gazette. 

When we come to consider the publication of 
such books as Flaubert's * Salammbo” and Teher- 
nychewsky's * What's To Be Done?" we cannot 
avoid the conclusion, that something must hav 

happened. to the society for the suppression of 

ecent literature.—St. Louis Republican. 
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principles of Natural Science to plitica] 

ociety. By Walter Bagehot, Author o: 
“The English Constitution.” 

4. Man’s Place in Nature. With numerous illus- 
trations. By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. 

5. Education, Intellectual, Moral, and Physical. 

By Herbert Spencer. 
Town Geology. With Appendix on Coral and 


Fis) 


ce 


Coral Reefs. By Charles Kingsley. 
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1. The Physical Basis of Life, with other essays. ` 
By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. 
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Clifford, F.R.S. 
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Ilustrated. By 


Popular Scientitie Lectures. 
Prof. H. Helmlhic Itz. 
By Prof. Geo. Rawlinson, 
Oxford University. 
. The Evolutionist at Large. By Grant Allen. 
. History of Landholding in Engiand. By 
Joseph Fisher, F.R. HA. 

. Fashion in DATO. as illustrated in the 
customs of Barbarons and Civilized Races. 
Nunierous illustration, By William Henry 
Flower, F.R.S. 

29. Facts and Fictions of Zoology. 
illustrations. By Andrew Wilson, 
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Study of Words. Dy 
33. Hereditary Traits and other Essays. 


. Origin of Nations. 


Numerous 
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rench. 
ar Proctor. 
. Vignettes from Nature. 
. Philosophy of Style. By Herbert Spencer. 


. Oriental Religions. By John Caird, Pres. 
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» Lochayes on Evolution. Iiustrated. By Prof. 
T. H. Huxley. 
37. Six Lectures on Light. Ilustrated. By John 
Tyndall. x 
By Archibald Geikie, 


40, ‘The Evidence of res Evolution. By Geo. 


2 Geological Sketches. 
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41. Current Discussions in Science. By W. M. 
Williams, F.C.8. : 
42, History of the Science of Politics. By Freder- 


ick Pollock. 


43, Darwin and Humboldt. By Professor Huxley, 
Professor Agassiz, and others. 


#4.) Dawn of History. By C. F. Keary, of the 

45. British Museum. 

46. Diseases of Memory. Th. Ribot. Tran- 
slated from the Fr Zheh Piy J. Fitzgerald. 


17. enano. of Religions. By Edward Clodd, 

48. Lifein Nature. Illustrated. By Jas. Hinton, 
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Columbus, fud. .. 
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lated from the French y J. Fitzgerald. 

53. Animal Automntism, and other Essays. By 
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erbert Spencer. 
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yi. Anthropology. By Daniel Wilson Th: D: 
With Appendix on Archeology. By E 
Tylor, F. 

72. The Pancing Mania or the Middle Ages. By 

F.C. Hecker, M.D. 

78. Mh in History, ; Language, and Science, 
Four Addresses delivered at the Loudon 
Crystal Palace School of Art, Science, and 
Literature. 

74. The Descent of Man; and selection in relation 
to Sex. By Charles Darwin. In & parts, 
15 ecuts each. 
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Death of G. Dell Keyser. 


Mr. Keyser was a young Liberal of great 
promis, and, as I understand, was born and 
reared in the village of Avoca, Steuben Co., 
N. Y., and was about twenty-eight years old. 

He was at the time of his death principal of 
a high school and bookkeeper for a railroad 
company. It would appear from the limited 
information which I was able to obtain that 
the overstrain from his various duties pro- 
duced nervous prostration, from which he 
died. . : 

Before he died he requested that Dr. T. L. 
Brown, of Binghamton, should deliver an 
address at his funeral. I wish the whole 
Christian world could hav been present to 
hear the grand speech of Brother Brown. I 
will not attempt to do him justice with my 
pen. Those who hav heard his concise, 
pithy, and logical addresses are the only ones 
who can form a just conception of it. It was 
philosophical, touching, full of: pathos, and 
well calculated to reach the heart and leave a 
good impression. He was followed by some 
remarks of the writer. The funeral was 
attended at the Baptist church in the village, 
July 30th, at 8 o'clock p.m. 

And here let another milestone be planted 
to mark the progress we are making. Twenty 
years ago it would hav tied a mill.stone 
around the neck of any orthodox society to 
volunteer the use of its church building for 
a Liberal funeral. But this the Baptist society 
did with a full knowledge of what was to fol- 
low. Let us giv credit where we can. For 
this generous act the church is to be com- 
mended. ` ' 

At the grave Mr. William Dawson, of Ka- 
nona; N.-Y., made somé very fitting and 
timely remarks. Mr. Dawson is an old 
teacher, and has known Dell Keyser from a 
** dutifül boy ” up to ** honest and noble man- 

hood." He said that Mr. Keyser had been 
trusted with vast sums of money, but had 
never betrayed a trust. This contrasts favor- 
ably with Christian bank defaulters and Sab- 
bath-school superintendents who hav got 
away with so much of the people's money, 
' and are now leading such pious lives over in 
Canada. 

At the funeral the church was literally 
packed, and the lesson was forced home to 
hundreds of Christians that from the ranks of 
Freethinkers come as noble and unselfish 
men as the church ever produced. | 

I never attended a funeral that was con- 
ducted with more dignity: and propriety. 
This should teach Liberals that they are no 
longer compelled to hav the mummery of the 
church and the cant of the minister at funer- 
als when their friends pass away. 

It is to be regretted that a young man of 
-such promis could not hav been spared to 
ripen into mature and experienced manhood. 
He was a stanch young Liberal, and died 
without a stain upon his character. 

Even dying in the morning of his manhood 
as he did, he has left a record that thousands 
might be proud of. 

^ *Nó sound can awake him to glory again.” 
: Jonn Prox. 

Naples, N. Y., Aug. 8, 286. 

— a 
Religious Intolerance in Russia. 
r From the London Daily News. 

The deplorable intolerance in religious mat- 
‘ters which distinguishes Russian rule has just 
' obtained fresh victims—one named Tikhanoff, 
an inferior functionary of the telegraphs ; the 
other, Veksdine, à countryman. These were 
a few days ago summoned before the court 
of Novgorod for an offense against orthodoxy, 
an offense detailed in the 189th paragraph of 
the Penal law. Tikhanoff, it was alleged, 
had.assembled various persons, and had told 
them that he could not find the orthodox 
church to be right in recommending the wor- 
ship of holy images. ‘‘The savior,” he said, 
‘never spoke one word about such images. 
We ought to worship God alone, and when 
praying we should do well if we did as the 
savior told us to do, to go into our chamber 
instead of praying in the streets as the 
Pharisees did in old time, and as the orthodox 
do now.” Many of the hearers sympathized 
with the views of Tikhanoff, and the other 
offender, Veksdine, seems to hav carried on 
an energetic agitation for ‘‘the new truth.” 

The two men charged with the offense were 
sentenced to hard labor. A great crowd at- 
tended the trial, consisting for the most part 
of sympathizers with the defendants. Only 
one of all the Russian papers and reviews has 
had the courage to make any remarks about 
this sentence. That organ, a review, called 
the Viestrik Tevropi (the European Messen- 
ger), asks what the adherents of Tikhanoff 
and Veksdine, who attended the trial, can 


think of the case? It can scarcely be sup 
posed, the writer says, that this sentence will, 
in their eyes, be judged a sufficient proof that 


Tikhanoff and Veksdine are wrong, and the. 


orthodox church right. It is much more 
probable that the condemned men will be 
considerd martyrs to truth, and that the num- 
ber of their secret adherents will increase. 
All that the orthodox: church can gain by its 
severity is to increase the number of religious 
hypocrits. : 
i to — — —— 
` Book Notices. - 

** Agnostic First Principles,” by Albert Sim- 
mons, with a preface by Richard Bithell, 
B.Sc., Ph.D., is a book that will delight those 
who, like the author, believe that Herbert 
Spencer is the greatest of men, past or pres- 
ent. For such is the position which Mr. Sim- 
mons accords the eminent synthetic philos- 
opher. The two philosophers, he says, 
whose greatness approximates most nearly to 
that of Herbert Spencer are Auguste Comte 
and Francis Bacon. Yet these two com- 
bined, he believes, would scarcely equal one 
Spencer. The Platonic philosophy, we are 


told, is eclipsed by the Baconian, the Bacon- | 


ian by the Comtean, and the Comtean by the 
Spencerian. Yet “ Plato is not more decid- 
edly inferior to Bacon, Bacon is not more de- 
cidedly inferior to Comte, than Spencer is 
superior to all three.” ‘‘Spencer is without 
doubt the first of philoscphers. There is no 
second. He so far outdistances all competi- 
tors as to leave a grcat gap between himself 
and the one who comes nearest to him. That 
gap remains to be filled up. What Demos- 
thenes is to orators, what Cæsar is to war- 
riors, what Columbus is to discoverers, what 
Shakspere is to dramatists, what Milton is to 
poets, what Macaulay is to historians, Spen- 
cer is to philosophers. He is all that and 
much mare.” ` : 

Having got thus far, the reader will be pre- 
pared to receive the statement that Mr. Sim- 
mons comes ‘‘to praise Spencer, not to bury 
him." It is also a good place to stop and in- 
quire whether our author has approached the 
subject with an altogether ünbiased mind, 
and whether his enthusiastic admiration of 
Mr. Spencer has not rendered him oblivious 
to the merits of other philosophers. How- 
ever, when the philosophy of Spencer comes 
under consideration, it is a relief to find that 
the adulatory style is abandoned, and the 
author devotes himself to a calm and mainly 
fair exposition of the principles of Agnosti- 
cism as he understands it. The remainder of 
the book deserves more praise than criticism. 

Mr. Simmons falls in with Mr. Spencer's 
theory of the Unknowable, and devotes four 
chapters to that dogma. Those who are not 
familiar with the argument.in support of the 
Unknowable may inquire how the Unknow- 


able can longer remain such when its exist- | 


ence has been once ascertained, and we hav 
to that extent become acquainted with. it, 
since the fact of its existence is the first and 
most fundamental knowledge concerning 
anything. This point, that the unknowable, 
once recognized, is no longer theseunknow- 
able, was raised by Stephen Pearl Andrews, 
and we do not know that it has ever been 
satisfactorily settled. 

In his chapter on ‘‘ Objections and Replies” 
Mr. Simmons deals with the Theist, the 
Atheist, the Pantheist, and the Pusitivist. 
The first hé handles very tenderly. The 
Atheist is met with the assertion that the 
Unknowable is the sole real existence; the 
Knowable in all its forms is simply a mani- 
festation of the Unknowable, and matter is 
not therefore thc ultimate cause, as the Mate- 
rialistic Atheist holds. The Pantheist, who 
believes that nature embraces everything, re- 
ceives this reply: 

** What, however, do we know of that which is 
inside nature? Nothing but the phenomenal. In 
its ultimate essence everything in nature is ut- 
terly incomprehensible. Hence nature herself 
inevitably brings us round. to the Unknowable, 
and the Unknowable to Agnosticism.” 

The Deist is rightly told that the ascription 
of form or even attributes to the deity is not 
only not elevating, but is positivly-derogatory 
and degrading. ; 

Finally, our author’s hottest vials of wrath 
are reserved to be poured out upon the disci- 
ples of Auguste Comte in general and Mr. 
Frederic Harrison in particular. *'* Mr. Har- 
rison,” he says, *'seldom speaks save to sing 
the praises of Positivism; and he never 
praises Positivism without blaming Agnosti- 
cism.” This may be true, but with the terms 
reversed it would be equally true of Mr. Sim- 
mons so far as the present volume is con- 
cerned. We find it further stated in a note 
that ‘‘scarcely three. months hav elapsed 
since Mr. Harrison retired under a crushing 


defeat from his magazine controversy with. 


Mr. Spencer.” Now, anyone who read the 
discussion referred: to knows that, so far as it 
represents Mr. Harrison as suffering a ‘‘crush- 
ing defeat," the above statement is Bot true. 
Mr. Spencer was far from*having what spot. 
ing persons would call a ** walk-over.” If 
ever he met a foeman worthy of his steel, he 
found one in Frederic Harrison.. It may be 
that Mr. Harrison was mainly wrong; it may 
be that Mr. Spencer was mainly right, or it 
may be that both were mistaken; but it can 
not. be honestly said that either. was in:any 
sense crushed. ` Tr C MS SE 

The reader is diverted occasionally by the 
author's stopping to reassert his unalterable 
faith in the permanency of the synthetic 
philosophy. . It i$ not ** overturnable even by 
a foe so formidable as might be made by add- 
ing all the brilliancy and ability which Mr. 
Harrison possesses to all 
which he ought to possess, and multiplying 
the product by the sum-total of the saints 
in the Positivist pantheon.” Exactly what 
the result of such a mathematical process as 
the author suggests would be it is hard to 
say, and applying that result to the overturn- 
ing of a philosophy could: only increase the 
difficulties of the problem. ‘‘ That philoso- 
phy [the synthetic],” he goes on.to say, ‘‘ we 
hold to be as lasting as the everlasting . hills, 
and as ceaseless as the never-ceasing sea.” 
Holding which faith it must be apparent that 
discussion is a waste of time, since, an un- 
alterable conclusion having been arrived at, 
.àny amount of argnment could not hope to 
change it. 

Near the middle of the volume a definition 
of Agnosticism is reached. Hitherto we hav 
been content with such a definition as Pro- 
fessor Huxley, who originally employed the 
word Agnostic, was enabled to frame. It 
ran like this : : : 


* Agnosticism -simply means that a man shall 
not say he knows or believes.that which-he has no 
scientific grounds for professing to know or be- 
lieve." > 


Freethinkers who-did not like the word 
Atheist, upon seeing this, werè quite ready 
to accept it as a description of the position 
which they occupied as regards the origin 
ani destiny of man and the existence of God. 
Mr. Simmons looks upon Professor Huxley's 
Success at definition as so indifferent as to be 
scarcely distinguishable from positiv failure, 
and, having rejected it, formulates the follow- 
ing for a true-definition, viz., -© ` > 

** Agnosticism is completely-unified knowledge 
of the manifestations of the Unknowable.” 

This at least puts the matter in a new form 
if not in a new light, and if the definition’ is 
authoritativ a good many persons who hav 
enlisted under the Agnostic banner will be 
ready toresign. So far from being the modest 
person described by Professor Huxley, the 
Agnostic now comes forward to lay claim to 
an amount of wisdom which nobody will: ever 
be able to acquire. The original significance 
of the word Agnostic is thus lost sight of alto- 
gether, andeven the Unknowable is subjected 
to.a familiarity which almost. hreeds con- 
tempt. Besides the knowledge of its exist- 
ence, we are now expected to hav a compre- 
hensiv knowledge of its manifestations, which 


sort of knowledge is all that we can possess 


about anything. We know nothing more of 
nature than its manifestations, yet we cannot 
call nature the Unknowable. 5 ^^. 

Agnosticism and the Unknowable are Mr. 
Simmons’s two chief terms. We hav seen 
that he defines the first in such a way that it 
is no longer Agnosticism according to the 
meaning of the word; and the Unknow- 
able which he deals with is not unknowable 
at all. The term is à misnomer. We are in- 
terested to know whether the author is.a 
representativ of a class of Agnostics, or 
whether he is sud generis. à 

But let not the reader from what has been 
written here imagin that ‘‘ Agnostic First 
Principles” contains nothing of value. On 
the contrary, it is full of grand truths. True, 
it is an apotheosis of Spencer, but Spencer 
has earned it. Criticism is here directed at 


we understand that philosophy. 

“ Agnostic First Principles" is published 
by Watts & Co., London. The price in this 
country is $1. Octavo, 96 pages. 


** Practical Experience with Poultry,” an’ 
advertisment of which appears elsewhere, is 
a book full of suggestions for anyone owning 
an acre of land where domestic fowls could 
be kept. Mr. Davenport, the author, has 
tried raising hens,and this book can be de- 
pended upon as an honest account of his ex- 
perience in that line. He treats of the hen as 
a semi-rational creature—one who will be 
pleased with the interést taken in her calling, 


the profundity | 


and who will coóperate with her keeper to 
bring about the best results. The- ordinary 
farmer, he points out, treats his hens with 
the greatest indifference, not to say coldness, 
looking upon them as sort of necessary 
nuisances, that dig up his garden in the 


spring, keep the barn floor in disorder, and - E 


eat the heads off his grain before it is har- 
vested, and burrow and scratch in it after- 
ward. So little interest does the average 
agriculturist take in his fowls that he often 
does not even know how many of them he 
owns. 
so fortunate as to find one, and has a chicken 
for dinner on Thanksgiving day if, with the . 
assistance of a rake and the other members of 
the household, he can contrive to catch it. 
To sum up in a word, the farmer and his 
fowls. as our author puts it, are ''antago- 
nistic.” 'lhisis all wrong. The ability of the 
-hexi to hustle for herself shows that she pos- 
sesses inherent enterprise, which if cultivated 
and encouraged in the right direction will 
inure to the profit of the owner. All the de- 
tails necessary to this end are given in the 
book, which, we may say here. sells for 26 
cents, and can be purchased at Tnx TRUTH 
SEEKER book store. It is to be regretted that 
the author did not employ some competent 
person to straighten out the verbal tangles in - 
which he occasionally becomes involved, as 
such a process would often serve to bring his 
meaning into greater prominence. A cor- 
scientious printer, even, might here hav 
helped him wonderfully. But perhaps it may 
be taken for granted that poultry raisers are 
not given to. literary criticism, so this point 
need-not be. insisted upon as material.. Be- 
sides being an intelligent and practical farrüer, - 
Mr. Davenport is a Freethinker who has 
known what it is to suffer financial and.cor- 
poreal injury in defense of the truth; and in 
addition to acting as correspondent und con- 
tributor for numerous agricultural journals, 
he is a Freethought missionary, distributing 
Liberal literature as far and wide as his 
means will permit. His, book deserves a 
wide circulation, for, as near as can be~ 
judged, it contains all that is necessary to be 
known about the care and keeping of fowls, 

Tax TnuTrH SEEKER has published in book 
form articles that originally appeared iu the 
Nineteenth Century, from the pens of Wm. 
E. Gladstone, Prof. T. H. Huxley, Prof. Max 
Muller, A. Réville, D.D., and Mrs. E. Lynn 
Linton. : . 

The rare display of gentlemanly courtesy i$ 
a charming feature of the book, but its chief 
attraction is the masterly marshaling of argu- 
ments by scholastic giants, each in the sup- 
port of, his own theory concerning the Mosaic 
account-of' creation.’ -In supporting ‘the Mo- 
saic account, Mr. Gladstone ‘evidently places ' 
much dependence on his knowledge of Greek : 
history of the times of Homer. M. Réville 
concedes what he feels compelled as a scholar 
to admit, and he is backed up by Prof. Max 
Muller, who argues from a thorough knowl- 
edge of comparativ philology, while Prof. T. 
H. Huxley supports him with arguments 
grounded in complete understanding of geo- 
logical formations of the different ages from 
paleozoic up to the present time. ! 

The last chapter of the book is a beauti- 
fully-written protest against the positions of 
Mr. Gladstone, and a plea for the race against 
the egotistic tendencies of the religion cham- 
pioned by Mr. Gladstone. The book will be . 
read with interest by debaters especially, and 
by all who enjoy courteous controversy.—. 
Nonconformist. l . 


a . R. [E E | 
Paine Vindicated! 
f \ 
—0— 

A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York ‘Observer's slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
iean Hevolution. Containing 

' both the slanders and i 
their refutation. 3 
BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
: —0— 


The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 


Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. 
the book as an exposition of Agnosticism as | 


60pp. Price 10 cents; 12 copies, $1. 


A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
bed of Thomas Paine. i 


BY W. H. BURR. 

This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine's 
dying moments attributed to. Bishop Fenwick , 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being imposnible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


18pp. Price 5 cents; 25 for $1.00. 


For these fwo pamphlets address ; 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
83 Clinton Pl., Néw Yorke 
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The Gods. Paper, 50: 
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The Ghosts. : Paper, 50 
Contents: **'The Ghosts,” * 
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plain cloth, $1.25. . 
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Liberals should scatter it gi 
Ingersoll Catechised: 
a Number of Vital Questio 
the editorof thé San Fran 
cents’ per dozen ; 25 copies 
- qy, Millions.of these should: be 
Vindication of Thom 
the attacks of the New Yor 
_ert G..Ingersoll. Price, 10 


. Address on the Civil. 


s ` Large size octavo, paper, 1 
Ingersoll’s Lectures € 


ound:.in: one volume, Tı 

. for Mx. Ingersoll’s works, t] 
-all his lectures, except the’ 
doxy,” bound in one beau 
calf, library style, and. c 
pages, which is sold at t 
pricé of $5. Sent by, mail t 
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Prose Poems and Sel: 


heretofore printed in vario 

-broni h “together ti | ROW nsi SAL EC NE 
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rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CÓ, 2 ^|: 


x ‘The Errors of 


calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 

The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and 
Ingersoll. ‘Cabinet size; true to 
life, gice 41.50 each, Every atlmirer of these 
apostles of eligious Liberty should hav them. 


` Photogra hs of Colonel Ingersoll. 

uper otographs, 22x28, $5; nel, 10x17 

$3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 conta, P ARE: oF am 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE 


WITH POULTRY, 


BY GEO. M. DAVENPORT, 


This work contains all that can be learned from 

a two dollar book. Sold at the low price of 25 

cents. Young girls are wanted in every country 

_, town to sell it. Liberal discount to the trade. 
` Price, 25 cents per copy. 


Address GEO. M. DAVENPORT, 


TRUTH SEEKER Office, 
88 Clinton Place, New York. 


Bible Fabrieations Refuted 
and ° : 

the Bible Exposed. 
BY 0. B. WHITFORD, M,D. 


Price, 15 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


- The Bil Anlyat 


John R. Kelso, A.M. 
CONTENTS: ] 

The Old Testament.—The New Testament.—The 
Oreation.—The Deluge.—The Exodus.—The Mira- 
cles of the Bible.—The Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.--The Devil or Satan of the Bible.—The 

. Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 
ihe Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 
avior. 

Crown octavo, 883 PR. Splendidly executed Sent 
by mail, post paid. Price, $3.00. 


REPLY 
TO REV. L. A. LAMBERT'S 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.” 


By B. W. Lacy, 
A thorough exposure of the Oatholic priest's 
sophistry, unfairness, and histor- 
, ical misstatement. 
Prie., Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 Cents. 
' Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY 
BY LEWIS C. JANES. 


This book treats of the natural evolution of the 
Christian religion, its historical antecedents in 
Palestinian Judaism and Roman Paganism ; in- 
vestigates the history of the founder of Christian- 
ity in the light of the latest scientifie criticism of 
the New Testament; shows that the true story of 
the Man Jesus, and his genuin teachings are 
separable from. the later legendary accretions 
which hav confounded him with the mythical 
Christ, and traces the natural development of 
Christian dogma and ecclesiastical institutions. 
Complete references and full index. a20pp. 8vo, 
cloth, gilt top. Price $1.50. Š 

Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER Offce. 


A SKETCH OF THE- LIFE 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA, 


E ^ OR THE 
First Ten Decades of Our Era. 


BY 
DANIEL M. TREDWELL. 


Designed to show upon the authority of Histo 
that Apollonius of Tyana performed miracles an: 
Spoke wise sayings equal to those attributed to 

esus Christ. 350pp.,octavo, best style. Price $2.50. 


Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER office. 
MOSES BEFORE THE COURT ; 


. OR, 
The Forgery of the Old Testament 
Dedicated to the clergy 


BY 
H. J. SEIGNEURET, 
Secularist. : 
Price, T = = = 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
SACRED MYSTERIES 


AMONG THE 
Mayas and the Quiches 11,500 
Years Ago. 


ORIGIN OF THE BIBLICAL MYTH 
By AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON. 
Illustrated - - - Price, $2.50. 

For Sale at this office. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


OR, 
Men or Bustness Woo Dip SowETHING BESIDES 
Maxine Money. 

A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 


BY JAMES PARTON. 


This book contains 400 pages, gustus printed, 
treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 
helped the world; together with eight portraits. 


Mr. Parton’s works need no commendation. They 
are etandard. 


Price, - - = =. - $1.25. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


Rise and Decline. 


` BY FELIX E. OSWALD. 


= Price. $1.00. For sale at this afire. 


FREGTHOUGHT OVEL. 
The Heathens of the Heath. A finel 


written Radical romance. By Wm. McDonnel 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 


Family Creeds. By William McDon- 
nell, author of “Exeter Hall.” Price, cloth. 
$1.25; paper, 75 cents. 

Exeter Hall. “One of the most excit- 


ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404 pages. $1.25. 


The Onteast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story. From the London edition, By 

|: Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 
30 cents, 


All in a Lifetime. 
Miss Susan H. Wixon. € 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 

ect to find, in such a marked degree, even 
From 80 gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks.” Price, 
$1.50. * Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRAVELS IN FAITA 


From Tradition to Reason 
BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


Cloth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
: S H. Wixon, Without Super- 
Xon. P “Only Illustrated Freethinkers’ 


A Romance. By 


“The great charm of 


Children’s Story-Book everissued. 66 full-page. 


and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heav. 
toned paper, broad margins, iliuminate 
covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1.25. 

A Story of 


Two Little Red Mittens. 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 
the Young Folks, By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued at a reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photograph of the author which adds very 
inui to the value of the volume. 

By 


The Youth’s Liberal Guide. 
- Prof. H.M. Kottinger, A.M. Price; $1.00. This 
volume aims at the education of youth in the 
rinciples of Freethought, at the same time 
hat it inonloates moral duties and human 
i rom a standpoint of pure reason an 
oA sense. Address THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 
Price, 25 cents, 


riests. 
Der dozen30 cents; par huudred, $1.50., 


543: 
LECTURES, 

ing Philadelphia should at- 
irse of Science Lectures 

Í at the Hall of Friendship 
lard ave. 1 

far questions). : 

PF. ATKINSON, F.R.A.8. 


ERAL LEAGUE No. 257 


j Industrial Hall, Broad and 
8 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
Bigious and social questions. 
j the audience. N.B.—Truth 
pvays on hand at cheap rates. 


D SHAKSPERE. ' 
Fhakspere could not write, 


P» A.D.» 1590, HENRY 
p. For sale at this office. 


LU SALE! 
an accumulation of debts, I 
pr notice all my elegant stock 


SALE COST. , 
amond ear-drops $200, worth 
25, worth $200; another pair; 
elegant brooch, arabesque 
140, worth $225; another, line 
8, $920: worth $325; another. 
$200: same, $80, worth $1.25 
he^redüctions. Smaller dia- 
t below lowest market price. 
y. embossed case watch set 
M35, worth $200; lady's watch 
i $125; $100 watches, $70; $80 
shes, $50; solid gold chains, 
25 per cent dis- 
© inspection, or 
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ind jewelry. 
D., subject 0 
satisfactory. 


ND, SAVE MONETY. 
f ETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ill. 
See 


is a regular] 
ed and legally quah- 
fied physician, and 
the most successful. 
as his practice will 
prove. He has for 
wenty years treated 
exclusivly all diseases 
of the Sexual Organs, 
in the cures of which 
he stands preeminent 
SPERMATORRH(OEA 
and IMPOTENOY 
as the result of self- 
&buse in youth and 
sexual excessesin ma- 
_ | turer’ years, causing 
Gh nigut emissions. by 
\___ ooo dreams, loss of sexual - 
se power, renderin 


marriage Immonen end Pap t sty 
;permanen an outside ; 

pema a OM ACH MEDION USED. Itis one 
.of Dr. Fellows’ valuable discoveries, which is en- 
tirely unknown to the medical profession.. It is 
not a catch-penny get up, such a8'& pad, belt, pag- 
tille, nor magnetic appliance, but simply a medi- 
cin to be applied externally on the paris affected, 
which cures by absorption. 


educat- 


Send five 2-cent stamps 


for his “ Private Counselor," giving full informa- 
ane Addicts Dr. R. P. Hollows, Vineland, N. J. 


and say where you saw this adver 


N. B.—Dr. Fellows begs leave to say that he is 
an Infidel of the most pronounced character. Bro. 
Liberals, your patronage 18 solicited. 


«SHOPPEL'S MODERN HOUSES” No. 3. 


(Just Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 

. of painting. . ; 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
for putting them together. 

While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. It is, in fact, a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, so exact that it is useful to 

uilders, g 
55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000). 

2 New Designs for Barns. 

1 New Design for a Chapel. $ 

Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 

(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 
An Article on Villa Park Associations. 
SENT, PosTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE, $1. 
Address 
THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN ASSON. 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 
ANTED-Lady agents actually clear $20 daily 


with my wonderful entirely new patent rub- 
ber undergarments for females. A minister's wife 


.N. E 
sold 13 first hour. Bek 419, Chicago, th. 


A TT LESSON-IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it. 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents; 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish tliat the friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


THE MODERN BALAAM. 


ing the Balaam of, modern times to be the 
Bu. jus a splendid pictorial argument. Price. 
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A Lonpon des d st 
feature of the London. sé 
complete reversion-andu 
tion of the Sabbatarian : 
long ruled these‘islands v 
cant and custom... .; 0s; 

A-MEMBER of. Parlia.: 
ment cables to America 
his opinion that the: Lib: : 
eral party hai i 
wreckèd by Mr. 
stone’s advocacy of Home: j| 
: Rule. 


REPORTS are man 
from many ‘places’ in thé : 
country of assaults, of, 


Prohibition prosécut 
One Prohibitionis 


score or so of 
throughout the - 
during the past 


failu 
; Emu | 
‘this city, arrived - home” 
drunk on the night: of the 
18th, he varied, his: usu 
program: of wife:beati 
: and furniture-break: 
pouring ‘whisky « 
the throat of his 16- 
month. ‘babe until ito 
rolled over on the floor 


fo. „get. wor 


procured his arrest 


“Tur Belgis wound 4 aré demanding 
universal suffrage oe ee con- 
tinue. : 


- mzRE seems division of ‘opinion in 1 th nf 


Catholic church iü'regard to its attitude tó- 
ward the Knights of Labor. 


Tr is predicted: that’ Home Rule will soon |: - 


. be obtained for Ireland, but that the land 
question has great trouble in store. The 
. landlords are bitter and obstinate. 

SEORETARY Bayard -has- dispatched Mr. 
Sedgwick to arraign the Mexican government 
fór its outrages- Meanwhile both Mexico 
and T xas are making preparations for war. 

. Many. reports : ‘from Rhode Island state, 


with: "what truth | ‘ot: be determined; that 
, liquor is. sold theré in larger quantities and 


more drunken men are seen than before Pro- | 


hibition was „attempted. 


Exposures of | corruption in N. Y. city 
góvernment are proceeding with great vigor 
—-but with more notoriety and profit for the 
newspapers leading the movement. than salu- 
tary punishments meted the swindlers. 


` Tuer Andover School of Theology has been 
accused by the Congregationalists of under- 
mining their faith, and a bitter theological 
warfare is in progress. The wrangle is prin- 
' cipally over the doctrin of. eternal’ punish- 
ment. 
Mr. Powprrry says of the approaching 
\Knights of Labor convention: “I hav no 
hesitation in saying that this will be the 
largest convention representing the interests 
of labor that has ever bcen called together in 
any part of the civilized world in ancient or 
modern. times." l l 
Riorine in the Belfast districts still con- 
. tinues. . Dispatches say: ‘‘Protestants de- 
clare that Catholics were the aggressors by 
wrecking Protestant houses, while Catholics 
are equally certain that Protestants were the 
aggressors. Of one thing there is no doubt: 
Never did two mobs of different religions dis- 


play a more bloodthirsty desire to kill or] 


maim each other.” 


: Tar Home Club, a secret society of self- 
seeking and dishonest labor reformers, has 
attained possession of D. A. 49 of the Knights 
of Labor, in this city, and has commenced a 
warfare against trade unions with the pur- 
pose of-rendering its own power absolute. 
The cigarmakers' unions, with which it has 
come in conflict, hav obtained a victory over 
it; and now several unions refuse to join the 
&pproaching great labór parade in this city 
on the ground that a Home Club leader is to 
- be grand marshal. 


Infidelity ;" Miss Susan H. Wixon. 


: Peiper id with sawdust 
EN . n PUR EAD. od, and yet she loves it as if 
E e d E rae : oC yis ;precisely the. illusion of 
ps o ole : in Bésges the imagination of a 

4s idol fondly, ‘and: washes its 
face with oil i Orrum; beats 
it if it will not giv him what 
he'asks; arid hides it in hig 
waisteloth if he is. -going to 

+ do komething 


‘pain, üiütouched: by insult, 
ling: no wrong, a wrestler 


no passion 


i dyed. to the depthi 

-— ‘and: with: ‘his © Who 

uui ‘welcoming "whatsofver cometh: to h 
dained: =M. As Antoninus. 


—À 


^r we te into “this world as sheets of. White paper : 
i on which the‘age can write anything i à dik 1 
ing us good -or bad, noble or mie si the-ag ; 
Th ege can stant, pin OMNE pervert“ E 

icapacities, but:; it, can E 
them. The “worthy “Robert” Owen, who‘ sa 
external eircumistances the great -molders of hu- 
: | man character, was obliged to supplement his 
| doctrin by making the man himself one of the 
circumstances. It is as fatal as it is cowardly. to 
blink facts because they are not to our taste. How 
many disorders, ghostly and bodily, are transmit- ` 
ted to us by inheritance? In our courts. of Taw, 
whenever it is a question whether a crime has 
been committed under the influence of insanity, 
the best.guidance the judge and jury can havis 
derived from the parental antecedents of the ac- 
eused. If among these. insanity be exhibited, in 
any marked degree, the: presumption in the pris- 
oner’s favor is enormously enhanced, because the 
experience of life has taught- both judge and jury 
that insanity is frequently transmitted from 
parent to child. —Tyndall On Man’s Soul, 


Tx Catholic notion admits miracles in the mass ; 
the Protestant notion invites to a criticism by 
which it must finally itself perish. When Stephen 
was martyred, he looked up into heaven and saw 
the glory.of God, and Jesus standing on the right 
hand of God. That, says the Protestant, is solid 
fact. Atthe martydom of St. Fractuosus, Babylas 
and Mygdona,- the Christian servants of the 
Roman governor, saw the heavens open and the 
saint and his deacon, Eulogius, carried up on 
high with crowns: on their heads. That, says the 
Protestant, is imposture, or else illusion. St. Paul 
hears on his way to Damascus the voice of Jesus 
say to him, “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou 
me?” That, again, is solid fact. The companion 
of St. Thomas Aquinas hears a voice from the 
crucifix say to the praying saint, '*Thou-hast, 
written well of me, Thomas; what recompense 
dost thou desire?" That again is imposture or 
else illusion; Why? It:is impossible to find any 
criterion by which one of these incidents may es- 
tablish its ‘claim to a solidity which we refuse to 
the others. —Greg's Creed of Christendom, 


nial | pondus 
TO BE HELD AT E 


White Sulphur Springs Park, Saratoga 
Co., New York. B 


From Thursday, Sept. 2d, to. Sunday, Sept. 12th, 1886. 


Reduction on all railroad routes. 
from all points. 


The best Liberal speakers will be in attendance. "The following ` is the 
list so far as they hav accepted: John. Peck—subject, “The Gods on 'Exhibi- 
tion ;” Lucy N. Colman—subjects, “ Reminiscences in the Life of a Reformer,” - 
and * Woman's Duty To-day in the World's Work;” W. S. Bell—subject, 
* Conflict Between Christianity and iari m» Mrs. F. C. Reynolds—sub- 
ject,“ Woman: Past, Present, and Future;” J. L. Andrew— subject, * Modern 


Special exeursion rates to idu a 


Splendid facilities are afforded for boating, bathing, fishing, driving; 
magnificent scenery. The best dancing pavilion in the state. Fine band. 
‘Everything necessary to an enjoyable occasion. - All the advantages of a visit 
to Saratoga will be afforded visitors, thus combining the attractions of that 
popular watering-place with those of the convention. 


Season tickets, admitting the bearer to all lectures, $1.00. First-class 
board, $1.00 per day. (It will greatly facilitate matters if orders for season 
tickets with remittance accompany applications for rooms.) Applications for 
tickets and rooms should be addressed to C. B. Reynolds, 33 Clinton Place, 
New. York. Contributions, necessary to defray preliminary expenses, may be 
sent to the treasurer, E. M. Maedonald. 


Man i is born to trouble and toil as the sparks fly 
upward. Let him toil, therefore, as his best is, and 
make no noise about the matter.—Cartyle's Letters. 


Ira man asks me what the politics of the inhab- 
itants of the moon are; and I reply that I do not 
know; that neither I, nor anyone else, has any 
means of knowing, and that under these circum- 
stances I decline to trouble myself about the subject ` 
at all, I do not think he has any right to call me 
a “skeptic.” On the contrary, in replying thus I 
conceive that I am. simply honest and truthful, 
and show a proper regard to the economy of time. 
So Hume’s strong and subtle intellect takes up a 
great many problems about which we are naturally 
curious, and shows us that they are essentially 
questions of lunar politics, in their essence inca- 
pable of being answered; and therefore not worth 
theattentton of men who hav work to do in the 
world. We liv in a world which is full of 
misery and ignorance, andthe plain duty of,pach 
and all of us isto try to make the little corner he 
can influence somewhat less miserable and some- 
what less ignorant than it was before he entered 
(it. —Huzley’s Physical Basis of Life. E 


Xx-PnrsrDENT Hayes ‘attended the charities | A cgunCRin a country village recently circulated 
convention in St. Paul a few days ago. Since he apaper among the congregation asking for con- 
gave a distant relativ of his $4 a short time back, tributions “ for the purpose of paying the organist 
he has appointed himself a philanthropist of the. and a boy to blow the same.” . 
first water. He'd better stay at home and spend 


his spare time leading the hens to water. A MAN and his wife agreed recently to learn a 


| verse of scripture évery evening, and repeat it to 
each other for mutual improvement. The first 
night, however, her, quotation happened to be, 
“Am I not thy ruler?" and his was to the effect 
that he'd be hanged if she was, and the only re- 
sult of the plan, so far, has-been that he has taken 
to drink, and exhibits a willingness to sleep in the ' 
wood-shed at night. 


GREAT regret has been expressed at the non-at- 
tendance at the Concord School of Philosophy of 
our own Sullivan. But then, we can't expect all 
our literary men are going to leave New York to- 
gether. If that were to happen, we wouldn't know 
but what we were living away back there in Bos- 
ton. ne 


i j he “may be -ovérthrown ; Zu 
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=- AELIGIOUS BAPTISM. 
2A DUCAING INTHE NAME! OF THE 
LDITHER, SOE ue HOLY GHOST..." 


THREE KINDS OF BAPTISM. 


zm RC 


ADEL ler WSS 


Botes and Clippings. 


` ‘Tur keeper of a convict camp near Lump- 
kin, Ga., says that among the eighty-six negro 
convicts thirty-five are preachers, and all are 


. members of the church. 


Dn. REGINALD STUART Poors, of the British 
Museum, has procured for Boston a valuable 
Colossus of Rameses II. It sits thirteen feet 
high, and will be brought down the Nile when 
the river rises in February. 

Ow the 21st ult. Colonel Gilder’s party de- 
parted on their land trip to the North Pole. 
They carried with them the ‘God bless 
you's" of their friends, and various other 


somewhat more efficient provisions for safety. 


SAM Jones says the Germans are trying to 
ruin our Sabbath; that they ''are trying to 
take this country, but this is America. The 
question for you people to settle is, Shall we 
turn this country over to the devil, the Dutch, 
and the drunkards?” 


A BurrALO newspaper is responsible for the 
statement that, after a meeting the other even- 
ing, Bishop Coxe said toa reporter: ‘‘I should 
like to correct the proof-sheet of my prayer. 
You newspaper men and the printers are so 
unfamiliar with prayer that you’re pretty cer- 
tain to bungle it up badly.” 


In his visit to England, Dr. Oliver Wendell 
Holmes manifests great affection for that 
nation, exemplifying the usual utter indiffer- 
ence of literary men to the condition of the 
masses or their abuse by a tyrannical govern- 
ment. In his farewell address he says, '* So 
I will say with one of the first Puritan exiles, 
‘Farewell, dear, dear England!’” 


Tux committee in charge of the matter hav 
concluded not to ask Sam Jones to return to 
Chicago this fall, as was the original inten- 
tion. The reason is that, after publicly re- 
nouncing tobacco, he has gone back to the 
use of the weed. ‘They say that a man who 
asks others to make a great resolve ought to 
be able to keep his own good resolutions. 

FARMER (to country minister): ‘I ‘kin 
bring you ina couple of bushels of apples, 
dominie, if you'd like 'em. I’ve got a lot of 
'em goin’ to rot.” Minister: ‘‘ Thanks, Mr. 
Hayseed; I would be very glad to get them. 
Hav you ever tried feeding them to hogs? I 
hear they are very fattening.” Farmer: 
** Yes, I’ve offered 'em to the hogs, but they 
won't touch ’em.” 


Tut Beecher family is a thrifty one. Mr. 
Beecher is under salary to his congregation. 
Meanwhile he is lecturing abroad under the 
Pond management. Meanwhile, also, he is 
preaching on Sunday, and his sermons are 
being published in the Brooklyn Magazine, 
and he receives a royalty for the publication. 
Meanwhile, still further, Mrs. Beecher is 
writing letters about the trip for the same 
magazine and she comes in for her share of 
pin money. 

Some time ago, a teacher in charge of a 
school in a west Georgia county was ap- 
proached by a pupil and requested to explain 
the meaning of ‘‘ 49 B.o.” The teacher read 
the sentence in which the hieroglyphics oc- 
curred, and observed that it referred to an in- 
cident that had taken place in & remote pe- 
riod. ‘‘ Ahem!” he said, “them figgers an’ 
them letters is frequently found in history 
books. You see, a long time ago, folks didn’t 
know 's much’s we do; an’ they sorter guessed 


at dates. 
correct.” 


Tur Congregationalists are divided over a 
choice of the proper doctrin with which to 
charge departing missionaries. Some wish to 
instruct them to execute their work with 
reference to the belief that all to whom the 
gospel has not been preached will perish 
eternally; others prefer the doctrin that an 
opportunity will be afforded heathens to ac- 
cept the gospel after they die; and others in- 
sist upon informing the missionaries that the 
very latest thing to believe is that many will 
be saved without having heard the gospel 
at all. 

A DzaooN of a Greenville, Pa., church 
has a string of buttons half a yard long, 
taken out of the contribution-box within a 
few years. What business has the deacon 
with the buttons? They were contributed 
for the heathen, and several scores of heathen 
hav been obliged to hitch their suspenders 
with a shingle nail because of.this embezzling 
deacon. Now the deacon is confessing, let 
him tell what he did with the money—if there 
was any. What good are these deacons, any- 
way, if a button must be stopped short of its 
mission ? 


Now, 49 B.o. means 49 "bout 


Tur Chester couüty, Pa., Prohibition 
political convention adopted as the main 
plank in its platform the following: ‘‘1. We 
reverently acknowledge almighty God as the 
source of all authority in civil government, 
and Christ as the king of nations. We be- 
lieve that all human enactment should con- 
form to his will. We express our gratitude 
to him for the progress made thus far in the 
Prohibition cause and hereby trust in him for 
the help we need to gain the final victory.” 


If God does so much for the Prohibitionists 
why in the world doesn't he boost their can- 
didates into office? 

Miss Lini DzvrREUX Braxe is trying to 
reason the timidity out of the woman-women. 
She said in her recent Buffalo address: “A 
woman, in order to vote, does not need to be 
about seventeen feet high, dress in armor, and 
get up on horseback. Why, the ballot-paper 
is not as big or as heavy as the fan I hold in 
my hand, and women who hav voted hav sur- 
vived the operation, hav gone home and been 
able not only to recognize their friends, but 
to go about their ordinary duties, without 
experiencing any evil effects whatever." But 
this is more than can be said for many male 
sovereigns after visiting the polls. 


Woxen, it is well known, are excluded from 
the colleges and universities of the German 
empire. Both men and women look with 
derision and disdain upon the girl aspirant 
for academical honors. They do not consider 
women capable of advanced training, and are 
the bitterest opponents of coeducation. A 
rather pathetic story is told of @ woman in 
Leipsic who tried to overcome the laws. She 
was a poor girl, and, disguised as a young 
man, entered the university with honors, and 
took her place in the laboratory as a student 
of chemistry. She applied herself assiduously 
during three years, and distinguished herself 
beyond her fellows. Her popularity was 
great, though she was innocently called the 
“lady,” because of her feminin appearance 
—the students little dreaming how near th 
truth they came. But her sex was discovered 
on the day of her final examination, and, 
despite prayers and entreaties, she was not 
allowed to graduate. 
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Communications. 


Evolution and Special Creation. 
IL— THE BEGINNING OF LIFE UPON THE EARTH. 


Nor hav the experiments performed with a view to 
: settle questions been so conclusiv against the claims 
of evolution as would appear to some. At all 
events, the question is an open one whether the ori- 
gin of living things in non-living matter has not been 
experimentally demonstrated. The old doctrin of 
‘spontaneous generation" has in its new form, and 
under its recent name of Abiogenesis or Archebiosis, 
some men of great eminence in the scientific world at 
the present time on its side. Pouchet, a very illus- 
trious Frenchman, performed a very large number of 
experiments, and in most of them he succeeded, ac- 
cording to his own opinion, in producing living 
things. The objection that there were germs in the 
air, or water, or in the materials he employed, he met 
by manufacturing artificial water out of oxygen and 
hydrogen, and submitting the whole of the material 
employed to a, temperature above boiling-water point, 
which would certainly destroy any living germ, either 
of an animal or vegetable character. Then in Eng- 
land a series of experiments hav been performed by 
Dr. Bastian, one of the leading scientists of our time; 
and the results hav been given to the world in some 
voluminous and masterly books. Dr. Bastian main- 
tains that he has succeeded, in innumerable instances, 
in producing living organisms from non-living matter. 
Hence the doctrin of evolution, which is in accord- 
ance with true philosophy, finds its support in that 
physical science where we should expect to meet with 
it, and to which it really belongs. 
ORIGIN OF MAN. 

The theory of evolution on this point is that man 
did not always exist, and that he is not the product 
of a special creativ act, but rather the result of innu- 
merable changes from the lower `to the higher, each 
step in advance being an evolution from preéxisting 
conditions. No well-informed person will dispute 
the fact that the remains of man. are met with only 
in the most recent deposits of a geological character. 
No doubt human beings hav been in existence for a 
much longer period than is generally supposed; the 
short term of six thousand years, which our fathers 
considered to cover man’s entire history, pales into 
insignificance before the vast periods which we know 
to hav rolled their course since human life began. 

But that fact in no ways affects the question before 
us. Mari was certainly the last animal that appeared, 
as he was the highest. If it be asked, Why highest 
as well as last? the answer is that because, by the 
process of evolution, the highest must come last. 
This is the law that has been seen operating all 
through the physical universe, so far as that uni- 
verse has disclosed its mighty secrets, hidden for 
ages, but now revealed to scientific observation and 
experiment. Man came, as all other organic bodies 
came, by no special creation, but by the great forces 
of nature, moving always in the same direction and 
working to the same end. As far as the physical 
powers are concerned, it will not be difficult to con- 
ceive the same laws in operation as to his origin 
which originated the various other forms of organic 
beings. His body is built up of the same materials, 
upon precisely the same plan; during life he is sub- 
ject to the same growth and decay, building up and 
pulling down of tissues, and it is but reasonable to 
suppose that the same forces originated his begin- 
ning, as we know they will some day terminate his 
existence. 

Mr. Darwin made a bold stroke when he gave to 
the world his “ Descent of Man." In 1859 he pub- 
lished the first edition of his work on “ The Origin of 
Species," which fell like a thunderbolt into the relig- 
ious camp. The commotion it caused was tremen- 
dous, and the effect, to-day can hardly be imagined, 
so tolerant hav we grown of late, and such a change 
has passed over the scene within the last quarter of 
a century. The most violent opposition raged 
against the new views; ridicule, denunciation, and 
abuse were hurled at the head of the man who pro- 
nounced so preposterous a theory as that all organic 
things had sprung from a few simple forms very low 
down in the scale of being. 

Then came the larger work, entitled, “ Animals and 
Plants under Domestication,” brimful of facts of a 
most startling character, supporting the theory ad- 
vanced in the previous book, and challenging refuta- 
tion on all hands. In the face of these facts, the 
public cooled down a little; opposition became 
milder; some opponents were converted, and others 
manifested indifference. The major part of those 
who still adhered to the supernatural and special 
creations held that, even if the theory of evolution 
turned out to be true, it would not apply to man, 
who was a being possessed of an immortal soul, and 
therefore belonging to a different order of creatures 
from any other animals, and that Mr. Darwin never 
intended to include human beings in the organic 
structures thus originated. 

In this state the controversy remained until 1871, 
when Mr. Darwin took the buli by the horns, and at 


one stroke swept away the last stronghold of special 
creation by showing that humanity was no exception 
to the'great law of evolution; for man, like other 
animals, had originated in natural selection. The 
facts given in the book on “The Descent of Man” are 
both powerful and pertinent. This, however, is not 
the place to.dwell upon natural selection, and it is 
only referred to so far as it supports evolution. The. 
difficulties that hav been placed in the way of the ap- 
plication of this principle to man hav not had much 
reference to his bodily organs, but mainly to his 
mental and moral powers, his social faculties, and the 
emotional side of ‘his nature. True, a controversy 
raged for a short time between Huxley and Owen as 
to whether there was not a special structure in the 
human brain not to be found in the next animals 
lower in the scale of being; but this contention has 
long since died out, and to-day no anatomist of any 
note will be found contending for the existing of any 
such organ. That the human brain differs consider- 
ably from the brain of any lower animal no one, who 
is at all acquainted with the subject, wil deny; but 
this is difference in degree, and not arising from the 
presence of any special structure in the one which is 
absent in the other. Man, therefore, must -look for 
his origin just where he seeks for that of the inferior 
creatures. 

The science of embryology, which is now much 
more carefully studied, and, consequently, much 
better known, than at any period in the past, lends 
very powerful support to evolution, though, perhaps, 
little to natural selection. ‘The primordial germs,” 
says Huxley, “of a man, a dog,a bird, a fish, a beetle, 
a snail, and a polyp are in no essential structural re- 
spects distinguishable” (Lay Sermons). Each 
organism, in fact, commences its individual career at 
the same point—that is, in a single cell. These cells 
are of the same chemical composition, approximately 
of the same size, and appear to be in all respects 
identical. Yet the one develops into a fish, another 
into a reptil, a third into a bird, a fourth into a dog, 
and a fifth into a man. The process is the same in 
all up to a certain point. First the cell divides into 


_two, then into four, eight, sixteen, and so on, until a 


particular condition is reached, called by Haeckel 
morula, when a totally different set of changes occur. 
In the case of the higher animals the development of 
the embryo so clearly resembles that of man up to a 
very late period that the appearances presented are, 
exceedingly similar. 

The believers in special creation hav a great diffi- 
culty to confront here. Evolution upon this point 
clearly carries off the palm. If it be not actually 
demonstrated to be true, yet the arguments in its 
favor are so powerful, and the facts upon which they 
are based so strong and numerous, that opposition 
must hide its head abashed. 


I 
DIVERSITY OF LIVING THINGS. 


The naturalistic theory usually adopted at the 
present day to explain the diversity of structure and 
form met with in living beings is that set forth 
by Mr. Darwin and called * natural selection." But 
this is not the only theory known to men of science. 
Others preceded it, and more, no doubt, will follow. 
Evolution is independent of all these, and yet it may 
obtain support from any of them. Having reached liv- 
ing organisms, of either animal or vegetable character, 
the problem that presents itself for solution is the 
method by which they may develop into the multi- 
plicity of forms that we now meet with on the earth. 
Haeckel, one of the most enthusiastic of the scien- 
tific evolutionists living, tells us that we can, by 
means of evolution, giv a mechanical explanation of 
the most complicated organic phenomena. “ In fact,” 


he says, “ such events as the origin and formations: 


of the organs of the senses present to the eye of 
the understanding, guided by the light of evolution, 
no more difficulties than the explanation of any or- 
dinary process, such as earthquakes, winds, or tides.” 
Life, according to this author, is simply mechanical 
force, and the supposed difference between the living 
body and non-living matter he wipes out. Evolution 
sets forth the doctrin that all forms of animal and 
vegetable life hav been successivly developed from the 
lowest organisms. From these low organic bodies 


we now start, and proceed to account for higher and 


more complex structures. 

' As early as the latter end of the last century the 
great German philosopher and poet, Goethe, taught 
that all the higher forms of living beings had developed 
from the lower, and some ten years later he consid- 
erably expanded the idea from investigation in em- 
bryology, a branch of science, as already stated, 
which throws a flood of light upon the subject. 
Subsequently he was followed in the same field by 
Oken, the discoverer of what is termed transcen- 
dental anatomy, a doctrin most closely allied to evolu- 
tion, and lending it very important support. Some 
of Oken’s theories were very whimsical, but on the 
whole he was a man of profound scientific knowledge 
and marvelous insight. Mr. Darwin’s theory came 
afterward, and it is certainly superior to any of those 
that preceded it, because it had its basis in the known 


even by those who dispute the conclusions arrived at, | 
and who hold to the dictum of special creation. In 

fact, we may say, with Mr. Huxley, that “ there is but 

one hypothesis as to the origin of species of animals 

in general, which has any scientific existence—that 
propounded by Mr. Darwin.” Although that hypoth- 

esis is:now fairly known, a brief description of'it 

may prove interesting. 

The rate of increase among animals and plants is 
so great as to render it an absolute certainty that . 
millions must perish every year. Even elephants, . 
and others of the very slowest-breeding of all ani- 
mals, would soon overstock the countries where they 
dwell, and even the world itself, were not large num- 
bers destroyed. As to the plants, Huxley has shown 
that if we started with only one to-day, and all the 
seeds which it givs off should grow, the same thing 
happening to each new plant thus produced, in turn, 
in nine years all the dry land on the surface of the 
earth would be covered. Of course this does not 
occur, and the reason is obvious: Myriads of plants 
are every year destroyed, so that each species is kept 
in proper bounds. This givs rise to what is known 
by the term, “the struggle for existence;” and the 
result is that the strongest, or those in some way 
best adapted to the environment, remain, while the 
rest disappear. Herbert Spencer calls this “the sur- 
vival of the fittest.” Now, that this really occurs, 
few, if any, persons will deny. The only ground upon . 
which any dispute may arise will be, how far changes 
can occur in any organisms by this law. 

Mr. Darwin has shown that in all organic bodies 
there is a tendency to vary. No single offspring of 
an animal will be exactly like its parents, and the 
variation, however small it may be, may go on in- 
creasing generation after generation until the newly 
acquired characteristics may completely overbalance 
the old ones. This principle is well enough under- 
stood by the breeders of cattle, and by horticulturists, 
who take advantage of it to produce, if not a new 
species, yet a variety differing very much from -that 
from which it sprung. The four great breeds of 
pigeons all came from one stock, differing consider- 
ably from either of the original parents—as much, in 
fact, as they differ from each other. This change has 
been brought about by what Darwin calls methodical 
selection—that is, the destroying any young which 
might show indications of a partial return to the 
original stock. Acting on this principle, the cattle- 
breeder, the’ dog-fancier, the gardener, and others 
produce new and choice varieties of the particular 
organism with which they hav to deal. The most 
beautiful flowers and the most delicate fruits in our 
gardeus hay been thus evolved out of wild plants 
lacking all the charming qualities of their descendants. 
So in the case of the domestic ánimals, how wide is 
the difference between the pig, the goose, the duck, 
etc., and the original stock from which they sprung! 
True, in all these cases the agency of man has beén 
employed to bring about the change, and his intellect 
has guided the natural power which is thus turned to 
such useful account. But as man does not of him- 
self make the change, but only selects under natural 
law, the same thing could go on without him did the 
demand for it arise. Say, for example, that a change 
takes place which favors the animal in obtaining its 
food, then it is clear that such an altered condition, 
however slight, would giv it an advantage in the 
struggle for life, and tend to perpetuate its existence, 
while those individuals which remained in their orig- 
inal state would, being subject to less favorable con- 
ditions, die and disappear. ` 

Now, according to the theory of natural selection, 
this variability enabling the individual organisms in 
which it occurs to liv, while others of the same species 
die, may go on increasing through untold generations, 
until an organism is produced the species of which 
will be entirely different from the one in which it had 
its origin at first. The slow accumulation of differ- 
ent parts in the changes which take place thus givs 
rise in the end to new species, and even to distinct 
genera and orders. The same law which we see daily 
producing new varieties will in longer periods origi- 
nate different species, and in still more extended time 
giv rise to new genera, orders, and even classes. 
Thus, beginning with the lowest organisms, we arrive 
in time at all those marvelous forms of living things 
with which we are acquainted. 

This, in a few words, is Mr. Darwin's theory of 
natural selection, and how it favors evolution will 
be apparent«to the most superficial thinker. It must 
be borne in mind, as before mentioned, that, even if 
Darwin’s theory is not the correct one, evolution is 
not thereby proved to be wrong. CmuanLEs WATTS. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


e —————- 
More New Jersey Christianity. 
From the Beverly Banner. 

Last week an Infidel was mobbed at the town of 
Boonton, Morris county, his tent destroyed, and he 
narrowly escaped with his life. The speaker began 
his remarks by denouncing the Bible, and holding up 
the Christian religion to ridicule. The ministers of 
the gospel were sneered at as “lazy cranks,” and 
church people generally denounced. While this is a 


facts of natural history. "This truth will be conceded | free country, and everyone is his own master, and 
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called such—takes a platform and denounces that 
which is held most sacred by all classes of people, it 
is time Judge Lyncli were allowed to take an upper 
had in the conquest. For, where is the class of 
people who havn’t their God? From the lower 
classes of Central Africa to the highly civilized and 
cultured inhabitants of Europe and America, each 
hav their own idea as to religion and to a God, and 
when a man who has fallen so low as to take a public 
stand and announce it as his belief that there is no 

God, and no hereafter, and try to persuade, and in 

some instances succeed, in inducing. men and women 

to follow him in his infamous career, a tar-and- 
feather overcoat would be too good for him. 

` a e 

Antiquities of India. 

“The Bible in India,” by Jacolliot, has been 
denounced by Profs. Max Müller and Fiske. But 
Jacolliot’s chief opponent in Paris, Taxtor de Ravisi, 
a Catholic, admits that the book is written “ with 
good faith, of absorbing interest, a learned work on 
known facts, and with familiar arguments.” Ten 

` years’ residence and study in India surely ought to 
hav fitted Jacolliot to know more about Indian 
antiquities than college professors in England or 

America. He is still writing in Paris, and his vol- 

umes number over twenty. In the second volume, 
. * Les fils de Dieu (The Sons of God),” he demolishes 
the critics who attempted to decry his first work, and 
proves by astronomical monumental records the great 
_ antiquity of Indian history. Brahmanism was estab- 
lished as early as 13,300 » c. About 10,000 s.c., there 
was a revolt of the chiefs against Brahmanical author- 
ity, the capital of the Brahmans was taken, and Vis- 
wamitra became the first king of India. Chrishna 
was born 4,800 ».c., and died 4,760 B.o. 

Buddhism arose several centuries later. It ob- 
tained little foothold in India, but spread widely 
elsewhere. The’ Mohammedans overran Northern 
India, and destroyed the temples and books of the 
Brahmans. But Southern India remained undis- 
turbed. The northern Brahmans had to reproduce 
their books from copies in the South, and in doing 
so made variations. It is these variations that hav 
misled the critics. Jacolliot had access to the oldest 
records in Southern India. 
`. The above facts are gathered from a personal pe- 
rusal of Jacolliot’s second work, * Les fils de Dieu,” 
in 1877. -The top-lofty Sanscrit scholars who 
denounce him as a charlatan are blind leaders of the 


blind. ANTICHRIST. 
1 -99———— — —— 


Spirits, Wise and Otherwise, at Onset Bay. 

I am still pursuing my investigations of the * mys- 
terious spirit forces" here at Onset Bay, forces which 
would not be so very mysterious, perhaps, if we had 
a little more knowledge, and were not quite so igno- 
rant of the machinery of the dear old world in which 

. we liv and move and hav our being. I hav been 
told to-day that I am pursued by the diakka, what- 
ever that may be, but I hav such a keen sense of the 
ridiculous that I shall laugh him off his track, I ex- 
pect. Really, between all that I hear of spirit per- 
sonation, transfiguration, materialization, transmogri- 
fication, and a deal of botheration, I am in a state of 
bewilderation sometimes that only those in similar 
circumstances can appreciate. The pretenders and 
deceivers approximate so closely to the genuin in the 
phenomena that it really requires an expert to detect 
the difference between them. Now, after Mr. Trues- 
‘dell has todd the tricks of Spiritualism and how to do 

. them, intelligent people on the rostrum here declare 

that he is a genuin, no mistake medium of the first 
water, and Bob Trowbridge, his “ control,” one of the 
smartest spirits in the summer land! No wonder 
that people ru wild and crazy on materialization, 
and demand flesh and blood, bone and muscle; 
gowns, ribbons, lace, whiskers, from the spirit Jand, 
and really think they get it! But they cannot make 
the features recognizable—how is that? . I must tell 
you that I hav the testimony of four sitters at a 
seancethat they went home with faces marked with 
chalk where they had kissed the spirits! I shall 
pray that my kisses may come to me pure and un- 
adulterated with chalk or plaster of Paris. By the 
way, I am almost of the opinion that the craze for 
spirit materialization is because of the warm, sweet 
kisses with which the “spirit” greets the mortal! I 
think the price is considerable, however—from one to 
five dollars—and I'll be perfectly content to take 
mine from the sweet, sweet friends on th’s side of 
the river of Jordan. About the shrewdest, smartest 
persons on the ground are the “imaterializing medi- 
ums,” and it is they who are coining the money—and 

a hundred dollars per day is not so bad, is it? I try 

to find in their seances something true and real, 2.e., 

something as they represent, but I grieve to say I 

find it not. . 

There is preaching and preaching here on the 
Spiritual grounds, and some of it is good, practical, 
true, and I giv credit to Spiritualists for helping to 
kill off the scarecrows of superstition, the “old ser- 
pent, the devil,” and his devilish angels, but I fear 
there are a good many evils yet to be exorcised from 


their minds. One ‘thing I notice, the invocations to 
deity are not half so frequent as in former times, and 
this is a sign of progression, for I can see no more 
reason for thanking God for the good in life than for 
damning him for the bad. I hav heard some very 
good words from the rostrum, but not better than I 
hav listened to elsewhere, and it all amounts to about 
the same. Preachers hav been preaching, poets hav 
been singing, for ages, yet they can get no higher 
than- that goodness is goodness, and happiness is 
happiness, and to that end we must ever hope and 
aspire. The great desideratum is to learn how. to 
liv rightly, and truly, and honestly ; to learn the prob- 
lem of existence, the right kind of existence— 

Man, know thyself—presume not God to scan; 

The proper study of mankind is man. 
So it is, and he is always developing the most won- 
derfuland erratic movements and notions, and not 
the least is the phenomenon of Spiritualism. 

lam writing in the midst of a general conversa- 
tion of a dozen voices, and if I do not close at once 
I shall certainly go distracted. Susan H. Wrxon. 

. ————— 98 -99————— — —— 
Lecturing in August. 

To tHe Eprrog or Tar Trurs Srexer, Sir. In these 
northern latitudes the Liberal lecturer can work to 
good advantage, even in dogdays. The old notion 
that people are too busy to attend lectures in the 
summer is a fallacy. All things considered, I like 
summer lecturing better than winter. I hav just 
closed a series of lectures in Neillsville, Wis. 
Despite the hot weather, the people came out even- 
ing after evening. Judge Dewhurst, wife and 
daughter, and friends from the Kast visiting them, 
were regular attendants. 
sent over to me at my hotel, by a Liberal friend, the 
sum of fifteen dollars, with the laconic message, 
“Tell Mr. Jamieson there is my contribution for the 
lectures.” With the heavy railroad expenses lecturers 
hav to meet, such a message is more welcome than a 
voice from heaven. This is characteristic of the 
man. Citizens, irrespectiv of belief, respect Judge 
Dewhurst for his integrity, manly courtesy, and un- 
ostentatious benevolence. - Need I add that Free- 
thinkers are proud of such a man. He has been for 
many years an outspoken Infidel. While he is unob- 
trusiv, he makes no concealment of his views, not- 
withstanding the fact that he is one of Neillsville's 
leading business men. For many years he has been 
a regular subscriber of the Boston Znvestigutor. 

. Mx. Charles Sniteman followed the judge with ten 
dollars; W. S. Coville, I. A. Durgin, Alexander Sires, 
with five dollars each, as the Lord had blessed them 
with cash; B. Fragsdorf, John Paulis, E. Eilert, 
James McClannahan, and others sustained the course 


-with one and two dollars each, according to their 


means. . 

Neillsville is one of the prettiest little cities I ever 
saw. Since I gave my first course of lectures there 
three years ago, it floods itself every night with 
electric light. The new theater, in which I spoke, 
was lighted with the Edison electric. Its mellow, 
soft radiance is a great improvement over the fitful 
glare of the gas-jets. ` 

Ireceived a call to visit a little village reached by 
stage, ten miles distant, Maple Works. Gave three 
lectures. Each night, right in harvest time, too, the 
attendance grew. The third evening some hung on 
the balcony outside. One Adventist left in the midst 
of the lecture. Too much blasphemy for him. I hav 
an invitation to return and giv a longer course. 
Could not set time, as I expect to be busy the whole 
fall and winter in Montana. 

Next went to Greenwood, sixteen miles north of 
Neillsville. A meaner place I never saw. The party 
who was kind enough to take up some of our notices 
did nothing further. I had the felicity to ride thirty- 
two hot, dusty miles by stage, and pay the aforesaid 
k. p. $1.75 for some very inferior meals. Could not 
hire a hal), hunted half a day for a church trustee. 
He could not be found. Had seen the preacher, who 
referred me to the trustee. Saw the post-master. 
He gave it as his candid opinion that the people 
there are not at all favorable to my sort of doctrin. 
Next morning, as I was leaving in the stage, a gentle- 
man reached up and shook hands, significantly re- 
marking, “Queer people here.” Another standing 
by said, “ You must not think we are all that way” 
I had made no remark. 

The word went out that one of the devil’s emissa- 
ries had come to town, from what I could learn. 
Greenwood has one business street. It is surrounded 
by pine stumps. The inhabitants are piously inclined, 
yet do not support preaching with a generous hand. 
The preacher is a hard-working blacksmith, and, as 
he told me himself, ‘preaches occasionally” in the 
poorly painted church. There were two fights, I 
heard, in the little pinched-up Christian town during 
the day I was there. In former times it tried to 
grow as large as Neillsville. Oh dear, what egotism! 
That is about all it has left, except the stumps. I 
hope I never shall see its like again. 

I notice that, although it is August, the Boston 
Investigator is succeeding in arousing enthusiasm in 
its lectureship. This is a move in the right direction. 
L. K. Washburn is one of the ablest speakers in 


By the way, the judge 


America. I wish we had a thousand lecturers for 
Freethought where we now hav one. There is an 
abundance of room for them. No one man can do all 
the work; no, though there were ten thousand, the 
talents and methods of all would be different. 
By the time this is in type I hope to be in Montana, 
Lake City, Minn. W. F. JAMIESON. . 


———— eeo 
The Bible. 

It would be a waste of labor to inveigh against the 
teachings of this venerable book. Alas! too many 
victims in our state prisons and penitentiaries, lan- 
guishing in bitter silence, might date their downward 
Steps to vice and crime from their too close imitations 
of the examples of some of its saints and heroes. Even 
King David, “the man after God’s own heart,” could 
find, no doubt, an excellent imitator in treachery, 
murder, cruelty, and atrocity! Science and time are 
adapting it fast enough to suit the public mind.. This 
is the present standing of this once awful Bible, 
to doubt whose dictum once was su'e to doom the . 
doubter to torture or the fiery fagot! 

With the Freethinker, it is difficult to decide 
whether this Judean Bible, with its journalizations, 
practical picturings, and whimsicalities of an angry, 
changeable God, is much improvement, if any, on the 
ten thousand passionate gods and goddesses of the 
ancient Greeks, Romans, and other barbarians. But 
of one thing we are certain: the Bible, as it appears 
before the unbiased, thinking world of to-day, with 
the lover of ancient romance and the appreciator of 
grave humor stands higher than it ever did before. 

The researches and deductions of Darwin, although 
not held as positiv evidence to the reasoning mind, 
are still sufficiently strong to warrant belief in the 
probability of nature’s gradual unfoldment, and a dis- 
belief in the incredible instantaneous creation, a8 nar- 
rated by Moses. Hence, with the downfall of Moses, 
the downfall of the doctrin, “ original sin,” and all the 
necessary machinery of salvation. 

In man’s growing skepticism in regard to the 
divine autnority of the Bible, the book is not so 
much to be decried when properly comprehended as 
are those sanctimonious priests or conventicles who 
hav ever held its fables, blessings, cursings, anathe- 
mas, as horrid bugbears; as shields, from behind which 
they securely showered their priestly, envenomed 
arrows, curses, and firebrands! Thus, as the Bible 
gradually subsides as a theological text-book, it rises 
in estimation with the lover of truth. 

At this correct valuation the Bible has not lost, but 
gained rapidly, its own legitimate position. And now, 
as we are permitted without danger to smile and 
laugh at and admire the various efforts of these Judean 
romancers, we find many of its fables equal, and in 
some respects superior, for boldness in conception, to 
the Arabian Nights, Don Quixote, Baron Trenk, 
Baron Munchausen, Mark Twain, or Dickens—they 
are so gravely funny ! l 

This position of the Bible having been fairly 
achieved, it now becomes the duty of the Freethinker 
to watch the movements of that class of humanity 
who call themselvs men of God—the priesthood ; 
men who assume to know all about their God’s affairs; 
what pleases, and what displeases him ; the amount of 
praise, or quality of “ taffy” he requires, or can stand, 
etc. It is this class of men the Freethinker is to 
fear, watch, and expose; these “blind leaders of the 
blind,” from the Catholic God, the holy “Father” at 
Rome, through the whole of priesthood’s ramifica- 
tions, down to those street nuisances, “Salvation 
Armies.” 

The world probably will ever, or at least for a long 
period hence, be inflamed with grave priestly assump- 
tions, which to the Liberalized Freethinker only cease 
to be amusing when some religious organization aims 
at controlling power. Theological rivalry among the 
various Christian creeds will for a long period, it is 
hoped, neutralize their power to do mischief, and the 
lover of liberty need only be alarmed when priest- 
hood. assumes an autocratic form, as now, in the 
grasping efforts of the holy father at Rome! . 

How pleasant would be the reflection to the Liber- 
alized Freethinker could he cherish the hope that, at 
some future period, the world would arrive at that 
point of intelligence that the whole family of man 
could be merged in one peaceful brotherhood! This 
can only be obtained through the spread of universal 
intelligence among the masses. While in this con- 
nection, it forcibly strikes the thinker that this can 
never be achieved by failing to expose the snaky, 
hypocritical assumptions of the papal power at Rome. . 
That a creature in this advanced age should be bol- 
stered up to be a God—a deity—by his priestly sat- 
ellites, and assume to dispense blessings or pro- 
nounce cursings on those advocating or opposing his 
Godship, is truly appalling ! 

Although to some it may be gravely humorous to 
read of the recent solemn mummery of transmitting 
to our republic a something they call a “baretta,” 
it is deeply humiliating to reflect upon and notice the 
well-trained obsequiousness of Roman Catholicism. 
Alas! these priestly exhibitions too painfully show to 
what depths of degradation the human mind can be 
brought by training. D. Bruce. 

Brooklyn, E. D. 
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News and Notes. 


On Saturday, August 7th, after twenty-five miles’ 
ride alongside the glorious mountains, I arrived at 
Denver, Queen City of the Plains, and well worthy of 
that noble title. I was in Denver about a dozen 
years ago, a minister of the Unitarian society, but it 
Was like a small village then compared to its present 
size and magnificence. It has grown wonderfully. 
It is the wealthiest and most elegantly built city be- 
tween Chicago and San Francisco, and is quite cos- 
mopolitan. People from all parts of the world come 
here, some for business, some for pleasure and health, 
and the society is as brilliant as that of New York or 
Washington. There are seventy-five thousand in- 
habitants, and they are all on the go, like a Broad- 
way crowd. There is hardly time for a death or a 
funeral, everything is 80 lively. 

Our Denver friends, in accordance with the im- 
perial nature of their metropolis, did not do things 
by halves. They secured for the lectures the most 
magnificent building in the city, Tabor’s Grand Opera 
House, the most beautiful opera house in the coun- 
try, I think ; elegant and tasteful in its decorations, 
inspiring in its architectural beauty. It is an orna- 
ment indeed to the city. 

On Sunday afternoon I attended the national 
convention of locomotiv engineers at the opera house. 
Addresses were made by Chief Arthur, Governor 
Eaton, Mayor Bates, and others, and, although the 
labor question was not thoroughly discussed, some 
good points were made. I was surprised, however, 
to find that so intelligent a body of workingmen felt 
constrained to open all their meetings, both public 
and private, with prayer. I could see no sense in 
that, only a superstitious formality, unworthy of 
those who, by actual experience, hav found out that 
self-reliance is the first of virtues. The convention 
was opened with prayer, but it was really laughable 
when this solemn farce was followed by one of the 
liveliest pieces of minstrel music ever played by an 
orchestra. The tambourine came in almost on the 
heels of the prayer with one of its most festiv 
jingles, and after this, amid the dancing melody, 
came the clog dance, sand-paper imitation, to the 
intense delight of the audience, excepting the chaplain 
of the hour, who, I believe, never looked so lugubri- 
ous. You would hav thought he had lost the golden 
harp for good and all. He didn’t seem to like the 
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mixed nature of the entertainment. Such a close 
communion of the prayer and jig did not suit his 
pious mind. However, the audience liked it and 
clapped their hands. It was ten thousand times 
more real to them than the hollow utterance of the 
priest. Theology was entirely knocked out by these 
strains of secular music. 

The good judgment and daring spirit of our Lib- 
eral Denverites was vindicated by the splendid audi- 
ence that greeted me in the evening. About twelve 
hundred people were present, the largest assemblage 
I hav yet addressed; and it was a pleasure indeed, 
in such a temple of beauty, to speak to such appreci- 
ativ listeners on the most advanced topics of the day. 
One is rewarded for à great deal of tail with such an 
hour of brilliant surroundings. It was like being 
upon a mountain hight and seeing something of the 
glory that will be. Mr. Thomas Tross, a most indefati- 
gable worker, who, with Mr. John G. Jenkins, planned 
and carried out this splendid enterprise, presided at 
the meeting, and made the introductory address, 
which felicitously smoothed the way to a hearty 
reception by the audience. Miss Florence Taussig, 
one of the finest musical artists in Denver, made my 
introduction still more pleasant with excellent music, 
and so I had everything in the occasion to inspire 
me to do my level best for Freethought. Indeed, my 
heart goes out to Colorado friends for the noble 
encouragement they hav given. So far, I hav had 
only pleasure, and no disappointment.: I shall speak 
again in Denver on Sunday, August 15th, and I look 
forward to another successful advance. No church 
in the city could hold the audience I had on Sunday 
evening. We are beginning to be popular, after all. 
I shall hav more to say about my Denver friends in 
my next. They hav done noble service indeed. 

On Tuesday I came up to Forks Creek, where I 
find my good friend B. L. Smith, and his wife and 
son, Morris, aged three, who, born in the mountain 
air of liberty, has plenty of go-ahead. He will make 


0 | a splendid Liberal one of these days, if the laws of 


heredity prevail: I also met Charles E. Smith, who, 
in company with his brother, is engaged in the secu- 
lar pursuit of furnishing passengers with something 
to eat. Mr. York, the station agent, is also & Liberal, 
and was born almost within stone's-throw of the 
granit hills of New Hampshire, where I first saw the 
light, and so I felt, of course, that we were somewhat 
akin. He comes from Nashua, where I once drifted 
in my Unitarian travels. Forks Creek has about four 
houses. The railroad is upon one side, and the rush- 
ing stream upon the other, and overhead tower the 
two mighty walls of the canyon. There is not much 
room for a village, but it is the busiest place of its 
size I hav yet visited. . It does an immense amount 
of traffic, considering that it is only a rod wide. 
Mrs. B. L. Smith, and her sister, Miss Maggie Camp- 
bell, are daughters of that stanch Liberal, Alexander 
Campbell, of Elk Rapids, Mich., and they are worthy 
of that honorable descent, and hav no bit of super- 
stition in heart or brain. I had a pleasant time at 
this mountain hamlet, where Liberalism is triumph- 
ant by a “large majority.” 

I never struck a place quite so lively and varied as 
Black Hawk. It is the oldest mining camp in the 
state, and has not lost one bit of its original force. 
The hills round about are still loaded with ore, 
and the mills are constantly booming, and the en- 
gins keep up their music day and night, and fortune 
waves its magic wand and people get rich in the 
twinkling of an eye. Black Hawk, Central City, and 
Eureka stretch along for miles up and down the 
gulch, and you do not know when you pass from one 
to the other. They are really one city, which winds 
about and over hills and underground like a big ser- 
pent. Gilpin county sends forth more gold and 
silver than any other county in the world. The 
deeper they dig the more metal they find. The daz- 
zling prospect increases every year rather than 
diminishes. The fields of discovery are inexhaustible. 
Gilpin county is the home of politicians. Hill, Tabor, 
Teller, Belford, and other renowned party leaders 
hav risen to fame and position from these mountain- 
ous gorges. Black Hawk is a curious place. Its 
main street oftentimes becomes a river three or four 
feet deep, and horses, mules, teams, and men are 
hurled along it with tremendous velocity to destruc- 
tion. In five minutes the sun will shine calmly on 
the ruins, and dead men are picked up. You can’t 
miss the train at Black Hawk. It rolls over your 
head on the side-hill, and an hour afterward you can 
go to the station, a dozen rods off, and take that 
same train. It crosses and recrosses the city half a 
dozen times before it reaches the stopping-place. 
You can’t miss it unless you try, for it keeps running 
before your face. 

The track from Black Hawk to Central City is the 
crookedest in the world. You hay to go four miles 
in order to travel one mile. Unless you consult the 
time-table, you don’t know whether you are going 
to Black Hawk or Central City— whether you are 
riding backwatd or forward. The more you think 
about it, the more puzzled you get. It is called the 
“skylight” railroad, and you might imagin, as you 
climb over the top of the hills, that you are on the 
way to the celestial city. 


They hav some wonderful railroads in Colorado. 
They hav one called the Loop beyond Georgetown, 
where you ride up a canyon seven hundred and fifty 
feet, going backward and forward in the shape of a 
figure 8, until you seem to be hanging right above 
the city, and the head grows dizzy as one looks down 
hundreds of feet upon the track which but five min- 
utes ago he was traversing. While the locomotiv is 
going one way the hind car is going another, and it. 
seems as if the train was going in two different direc- 
tions, and a collision was inevitable. One needs to 
keep his eyes open when he travels in Colorado. In 
half a day’s journey he will look toward every point 
in the compass. 

I did not lecture as I expected at Idaho Springs, 
Georgetown, or Central City, but gave three lectures 
at Black Hawk on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings. 
and Friday evening, Aug. 10th, 11th, and 13th. This 
arrangement seemed best under the circumstances. 
I was quite surprised when I entered the hall on the 
first evening to find a large audience present—every 
seat was occupied. It was a good opening indeed. 
Music was not lacking either. Mrs. Eva Hawks 
Howard, of Boston, a daughter of Mr. Hawks, one of - 
the old residents and business men.of Black Hawk, 
entertained us with the very best that Boston could 
giv, for she is one of the musical favorits of that city. 
It was delightful on these far-away hills to shake 
hands with New England's fair: representativ, and 
hav such beautiful music from the center of art. Of 
course, under such circumstances, I could not fail to 
do my level best for Freethought. On the next 
evening the audience was larger, and also on Friday 
evening. On Friday evening the Gilpin reed and 
brass band gave us music, and so we had plenty of 
good things to enliven our way. George Stroeble is 
leader of the band. Albert Lintz, Al Newton, Wm. 
Fick, Milton Fick, Louis Fick, Frank Hughes, Fred 
Hughes, Ed. Bruburker, Hugh McKinna, and Fred 
Frensh are its good Liberal members, and I put 
them on the roll of honor. It will. thus be seen that 
Freethought has had a royal entertainment in this 
rugged bosom of the Rockies. 

. Wm. Germain, who conducted the campaign, 
knows how to do the work he sets about-like an old 
stager, for he was in this country from the start, and 
has met with all sorts of fortunes amid its changing 
scenes. He contributed largely to the success of the 
lectures by his untiring labors. He has the courage 
of his convictions, and no prophecies of failure could 
daunt him. ‘In this first advance for Freethought he 
has scored a victory. E 

Mr. A. L. Crosson, of the Black Hawk Zimes, is 
one of the most brilliant editors in Colorado, and an 
outspoken Liberal His father is one of the leading 
Freethinkers of Eddyville, Iowa, so well known for 
its radicalism. He comes of good stock, and makes 
it tell along this frontier line. 

Mr. Matthew Boelert is another glorious Liberal. 
He is a Hercules in build, and his shoulders are 
almost as broad as the hills themselvs. He can wield 
the hammer like God Thor himself. He has the in- 
tensity of the Germanic race, and is a vigorous 
knight of the anvil and can make the sparks fly. It 
was a pleasure to meet him and his genial wife and 
children, who enjoy a paradise of Freethought in this 
breezy country. 

Mr. and Mrs. Antoine Merlick's hospitality and 
liberal home added to the delights of my sojourn. 
Mr. Merliek was educated for a Catholic priest, and 
is a finished scholar. But he disdained the church 
and prefers the independent life of a toiler. 

Mr. J. B. Ballard is one of the leading business 
men of the place, and is a generous supporter of our 
cause. He isa Liberal in every sense of the word. 
Mr. Fred Kruse has written for Tux Troura SEEKER, 
and has made a vigorous fight for Secular principles. 
When member of the legislature he moved to dis- 
pense with the services of a chaplain, and carried the 
resolution. He is a born Freethinker, and can't help 
speaking his sentiments, although he is a politician. 
The man will come out. 

I climbed up the steep road beyond Central City 
and Eureka (with the aid of a horse, of course) to 
the cosy home of Mrs. R. C. Brewster, ten thousand 
feet above the sea. Mrs. Brewster is a contributor 
to Tux Truru Szexer, and it was a gratification in- . 
deed to see her face to face where she breathes the 
air of liberty in her elevated though not “heavenly” 
mansion. She is not ready for the latter yet. She 
walked five miles to attend my lecture and five miles 
back, and I consider it is a great’ honor to address 
such persevering “sinners.” Where is the saint who 
will do any better than that? . 

I had the pleasure of meeting the first resident of 


{this camp, Mr. E. W. Henderson, who, though he 


calls himself a Presbyterian, is altogether too cordial 
and Liberal to be hedged in by any creed.  Hu- 
manity, after all, is his religion. . ; 

Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Foster, Mr. Samuel Miller, Mr. 
Richard Mueller, Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Haight, Mr. E. 
W. Hurlburt, Mr. A. Mansel, Mr. and Mrs. Belcher, 
Philip Pressler, and many others make a splendid 
company of liberty-loving men and women in this 
glorious mountain land. 

A Secular Union has been formed with over forty 
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names on the roll. Mr. Wm. Germain is temporary 
secretary of the organization. Ft will be ready for 
the fall campaign. 

Christianity has a new argument in its- defense. 
As I was lying in my bunk on Friday morning, medi- 
tating whether to get up or not, I heard a voice just 
. outside my door proclaiming, “ He's got the cholera 
morbus. I guess hell believe in Jesus now.* When 


Christianity relies on Sam Jones and cholera morbus 


for its chief supporters, it must be pretty far gone. 

At my lecture on Friday evening I was interrupted 
by a voice asking, “ How about hell?” I answered, 
“You will find out when you get there. That is the 
scientific method. To knowa thing you must experi- 
ence it. There is no doubt but your curiosity will be 
amply satisfied.” The voice said no more. 

I met Judge Belford on the train, one of Colo- 
rado’s brilliant men. He is a pronounced Freethinker. 
He says there is not much orthodoxy among the 
miners. They know too much. They not only dig 
and delve, but read. He took a look at a mining- 
camp library the other day, and found Homer's Iliad, 
Virgil’s Ænid, Hugo’s romances, Huxley, and Dar- 
win. . It will not do for preachers to tackle such kind 
of folks. Not much superstition there. I find that 
all the churches in a mining camp. hav a very dilapi- 
dated appearance. They seem to be patiently wait- 
ing for the resurrection. . 

I had the rare experience of riding on the front of 
the engin in my trip over the Loop. I never realized 

_80 much before the glory of the iron horse. How 
magnificently he swept along! And how it thrilled the 
blood to be thus spinning forward in mid-air, mounted 
on the very forehead of the mighty and bellowing 
steed! For once, I had the absolute joy of radical- 
ism without any drawback—I was at the very front 
of creation, kicking my heels disdainfully to the 
* dark backward and abysm of time." : 

Lecture engagements: Seward, Neb., August 21st, 
22d, 23d; Valley Falls, Kan., August 24th, 25th, 
26th, 27th; Seneca, Kan., August 29th (instead of 
Lincoln, Neb.—the appointments at Lincoln and Fre- 
mont, Neb., are postponed until fall); West Point, 
Neb., September 1st, 2d, 3d; Omaha, Septem- 
ber 5th ; Cromwell, Iowa, September 7th, 8th; Leon, 
September 9th and 10th ; Ottumwa, September 12th ; 
West Union, Iowa, September 14th, 15th, 16th; Che- 
banse, Ill., September 18th, 19th; Chicago, Septem- 
ber 26th ; West Union, Ohio, October 1st, 2d, 3d. 


P. S.—Fifteen hundred people were at my second 
lecture in Denver. The opera house was packed ; it 
was the largest Freethought audience ever assembled 
in the city, except at Ingersol's lectures. It shows 
the splendid Liberalism of the West. The daily 
papers gave several columns to reports of the lecture. 

Denver, Aug. 16, 1886. ; 


MR, PUTNAM ON THE CONVENTION. 

I inclose my contribution for the New York state 
Freethinkers’ Convention. I wish I could be there, 
but I must continue the work in this Western coun- 
try till October.. I hope every Freethinker in New 
York will come, or, if he can’t come, then send some- 

_ thing for the expenses. I think this summer picnic 
will be a refreshment indeed, and as the national 
Congress does not meet until November this Conven- 
tion comes at the right time to prepare one for the 

. solid fall and winter campaign. I look forward to a 

grand success with our indefatigable worker, C. B. 

Reynolds, at the front. He is just the man, and I 

hope that all the Liberals of the Empire State will 
giv him generous aid, versus Old—not New—Jersey 

“justice.” Samver P. PurwNAM. 

to — ——— 
Pennsylvania Secular Union. 


Sections 2 and 3 of article 3 of the constitution of 
the Pennsylvania Secular Union set forth the objects 
of that society as follows: 


To advocate the equitable taxation of church property; 
the total discontinuance of religious instruction and worship 
` in the public schools; the repeal of all laws enforcing the 
observance of Sunday as a Sabbath; the cessation of all ap- 
propriations of public funds for religious institutions or pur- 
poses of any kind; the abrogation of state-paid chaplain- 
icies; the substitution of simple affirmation, under the pains 
and penalties of perjury, for the judicial oath; the non-ap- 
pointment of religious fasts, festivals, and holidays by public 
authority; the practical establishment of simple morality 
and intelligence as the basis of a purely secular government 
and the adequate guarantee of public order, prosperity, and 
righteousness; and whatever other measures or principles 
may be necessary to the total separation of church and state. 
Section 3. To weld together in a close bond of union, not 
only all the Secular societies, but all the Secularists, in the 
state of Pennsylvania, for mutual encouragement, aid, and 
protection; and to defend through the courts any citizen of 
the state whose equal religious rights are denied, or who is 
oppressed on account of any opinion he or she may hav held 
or expressed on the subject of religion. 


With such objects in view the state society should 
receive the hearty support and cooperation of every 
lover of universal mental liberty within its bounds. 
At the last annual convention the president, Prof. 
William Seymour, of Philadelphia, was elected state 
` lecturer and organizer, and intended to make a thor- 

ough canvass of the state, lecturing and organizing a 
Society wherever Liberals enough could be found 


But unfortunately a severe and protracted sickness 
prevented the app cian ie of his designs. 

With returning health, the president intends to in- 
augurate an activ campaign, and desires the cooper- 
ation of every Secularist in the state. To this end 
the next annual convention of the Pennsylvania Sec- 
ular Union will be held at Pittsburgh, Pa., on Sun- 
day, September 19th, at Maltby Hall, 76 Fifth ave. 

Representativs of every organized society and in- 
dividual delegates from localities where the Secular 
element is not organized are urged to attend; espe- 
cially is the presence of the Executiv Committee de- 
sirable. The Pittsburgh Secular Society will aid to 
the extent of its ability in making the convention a 
success. 

Able speakers are engaged. Now, friends, come up 
and let us put our shoulders to the wheels of prog- 
ress. Correspondents will please communicate with 
Mr. Seymour at once in reference to lectures to 
enable him to arrange his route. 

WinunM Seymour, president. 
i Harry Hoover, secretary. 
86 Diamond st., Pittsburgh, Pa., Aug. 20, 286.. 
i—i 
Canadian Notes. 


A four-weeks’ vacation down on old Cape Cod, 
among. the friends and associations of some twenty 
years ago; a consequent breaking up, for the time, of 
regular habits; together with hot weather, an unusual 
rush of business, and a general dearth of anything 
like Secular work in this part of the country, must 
be my excuse for a perhaps unpardonably protracted 
silence; but with the advent of cooler weather, and 
the opening of the lecture season—which takes place 
in a few weeks—I hope to be able once more to get 
into the old harness. 

The annual convention of the Canadian Secular 
Union will be held at Science Hall, Toronto, on Fri- 
day, Saturday, and Sunday, September 10th, 11th, 
and 12th, when measures will be introduced by which 
it is hoped fresh interest will be aroused, and a sea- 
son of useful work inaugurated. 

President Algie will be on hand, with other mem- 
bers of the Alton branch, and a number of friends 
from other parts of the country are expected. Mr. 
Burnham will also. be present to assist in the work of 
the convention, and will lecture on the evening of the 
12th. These arrangements are perhaps a little unfort- 
unate as to the time appointed—being on the dates 
of the last three days of the New York Convention— 
but this difficulty could not be avoided, as we are 
obliged to hold our meeting during the time of the 
fall exhibition, to giv the country friends the bene- 
fit of the cheap railroad rates. 

Mr. Watts is expected to arrive in Toronto Satur- 
day, August 28th, and will open the lecture season 
the day following, Sunday the 29th; subject, 
“Secularism: Past, Present, and Future.” On Mon- 
day, the 30th, he givs a political lecture; subject, 
* G]adstone's Defeat and the Irish Question; at 
Does it Mean?’—which, being at present the all- 
absorbing question, ought to fill the house. On the 
following Sunday, Sept. 5th, he again lectures, this 
time on the interesting question of “Saints or Sin- 
ners— Which?" After which he goes to the States, 
where he expects to be kept busy for some months. 

Mr. Burnham follows a week later, lecturing, as 
above stated, on Sunday, Sept. 12th, and possibly for 
some weeks after. This gentleman closed our last 
lecture season, giving three Sunday lectures which 
were among the best ever delivered in Toronto. He 
has made a host of friends here, and we hope to be 
able to hav him with us often. His lecture on ‘‘ The 
Philosophy of the Religious Emotions” is one that 
certainly ought to be published and in the hands of 
all Secularists (and, for. that matter, of all Christians); 
it contains a solution of the whole scheme of religious 
delusion from a physiological and psychological 
standpoint, and there could be no better document 
to settle the doubts of a skeptic, or to strengthen the 
hands of a veteran. There hav been numerous in- 
quiries as to where it could be obtained, and there 
is no doubt it would sell well in Canada. 

I hav received several inquiries re the Affirmation 
bill of which I spoke some months ago. It seems 
that the news at that time was a little premature. 
The bill was. passed, as stated, by a large majority in 
the Dominion Parliament, and everybody, including 
the daily papers, thought that it would pass the 
Senate and become law; but that body, which is 
analogous to the English House of Lords, and about 
as useful, saw fit, in their infinit wisdom, to throw it 
out, and the measure was killed for the time being ; 
but I hav been assured by good authority that it will 
come up again during the next session ünder circum- 
stances which will make its being passed by both 
houses certain. 

I may also state, in reply to the inquiring friends, 
that the bill was introduced by the member from 
Hamilton, Ont., not from Secular motivs, but on the 
ground upon which nearly every judge of the Queen's 
Bench in Ontario is in favor of it, and that is, in the 
interest of religion. They see wholesale perjury in 
every court in the country, and to prevent the evil, 
or to protect and shield their deity from reproach, 


they favor the passing of an Affirmation bill. But, 

no matter what their motivs are, if the measure is 

passed the result will be more to the benefit of Sec- 

ularists than Christians. KANUOE. ` 
Toronto, Aug. 20, 1886. 


—— 
Canadian Secular Union. 


To the Freethinkers of Canada: . 

The constitution of the Canadian Secular Union 
declares that an annual convention of Canadian 
Freethinkers shall be held in Toronto in the month 
of September. In accordance with this declaration, 
the central executiv of the said association hereby 
earnestly invites all Freethinkers throughout the 
Dominion to attend our next convention, to be held 
in Toronto, on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, Sep- 
tember 10th, 11th, and 12th, in Science Hall, the new 
hall of the Toronto Secular Society, Adelaide street 
east, opposit Victoria street. 

Business of importance will be introduced that will 
affect every Canadian Freethinker, and hav an im- 
portant bearing on the future welfare of our organi- 
zation. 

Efforts are being made to secure the attendance 
of Mr. Charles Watts, who is now e» route to this 
country from England—and also ex-Rev. J. H. Burn- 
ham, of Saginaw, Mich. The committee of arrange- 
ments will endeavor to provide a program that 
wil interest and entertain all who attend. The 
Toronto Industrial Exposition will be held Septem- 
ber 6th to 18th, and all who wish to attend our con- 
vention can purchase return tickets to Toronto at 
half-fare. 

The executiv wish it to be distinctly understood 
that this appeal is made to all Freethinkers of the va- 
rious provinces, whether they belong to any local 
organization or not. 

Intimations from friends intending to be present, 
and all communications relating to the convention, 
should be sent direct to the president or secretary. 

J. A. Risser. 

120 King street west, Toronto, Canada. 

t 
Pioneers of the Gospel of Humanity. 

The Executiv Committee hav invited Joseph 
Cilley, of Nottingham, N. H., the first antislavery 
man sent to the United States Senate on that issue, 
to be present at the White Sulphur Springs Conven- 
tion. Mr. Cilley is ninety-six years old, but talks of | 
the old-time political struggles with remarkable clear- 
ness and energy, and it is hoped he may be able to 
attend. But that courageous and sturdy champion 
of equal rights and liberty for all, regardless of sex, 
race, or color, Mrs. Lucy N. Colman, who did such 
noble service in the days that tried men’s souls, will 
positivly be present at tlie Convention, and giv her 
“ Reminiscences in the Life of a Reformer.” 

Let every lover of humanity make a special effort 
to attend. It will be well for us all to drink in of 
the spirit of zeal and self-sacrifice of the venerable 
pioneers of the gospel of humanity. 

; C. B. REYNOLDS. 


———— 9-4 —————————— 
For Expenses of the New York Convention. 


Previously acknowledged.................. eene $22.00 
. E. Ryan... . 5.00 
J. W. Black... 10.00 
S. R. Wetberill........... esee nnne nene tne 1.00 
Zenas Kent............ e eee e tenen nta nnn tonat entornos ton ih ee 1.00 
Joseph York... 1.00 
A. 4B: E —— 5.00 
Photius Fisk.............. eene eene 10.00 
T. L. Brown........ eeeeeeeeee eee enne nnne nnne nnn nent 2.00 
C. H. Bett3........cssscccsssssccccssscecesteseseeeesscecesssssesens 1.00 
Wm. Smith...,.......eec eee eee teinte 5.00 
S. P, Putnam........... esee nennen 5.00 
AgnoStiCus.......eeeeeeee eene . 5.00 
J. Sedgebeer............e ee des sese ee sees areas 1.00 
1.00 


T. R. Burroughs 


Charles Eckhart,.......... eee ceeee eene 5.00 
(O^ TNR PL 1.00 
John Nuessle..................- 1.00 
George E. Hartley 1.00 
Frank Hart......... 10.00 
E. Elmendorf...................-.. 5.00 


Wm. Reynolds.................... 2.50 
Agnosticus.......... 5.00 
H. Burr...... 2.00 
Joseph York........ 1.00 
Mary W. Bennett........,......... 5.00 
to — — ——— 
Mr. Tucker’s Protuberant Modesty. 


From Liberty. , : 

Any expert in typography will tell Mr. Green that neither 
the Independent nor the Christian Union comes within gun- 
shot of Liberty in beauty of dress and make-up, and neither 
surpasses it in literary power. Yet Léberty's circulation is 
ónly one-tenth of ten thousand. After this comparison, only 
my excessiv modesty keeps me from adding that taste, 
knowledge, and brains—not money-—are the essentials in the 
achievement of typographical and literary excellence. 
er 


W. F. Jamizson gave four open-air lectures in Merrillan, 
Wis., on grounds fitted up with seats for the congregation. 
His fourth lecture, on ‘ Anarchism, America’s Worst Foe,” 
had the best attendance, and there was a general expression 
that every word of the lecture ought to be published and 
widely circulated. When last heard from, he was giving 
three lectures in Augusta, Wis., in the opera house, to fair- 
sized audiences. Address at Lake City, Minn. 
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Communications. 


: A Voice from Queensland, Australia. 


To rae Eprror or Toe Trura SEExkER, Sir: With 
fraternal greetings from this far-off corner of the 
world, sunny Queensland, I send you tidings of your 
co-worker in the diffusion of truth, Dr. J. L. York, 
who, together with Mrs. York, has been doing good, 
substantial work here for the past three or four 
months, causing great consternation, and creating 
great havoc in the orthodox ranks with the bomb- 
shells of Liberal and radical truth which he has 
thrown in their midst. He has lectured here every 
' Sunday night to crowded and enthusiastic audiences, 
and has just gone through a six-nights’ debate with 
a champion of Christianity, Mr. H. A. Long, of Glas- 
gow, Scotland, the champion Infidel-exterminator 
(hater) who came out here purposely to stem the tide 
of Infidelity which is sweeping like a mighty wave 
over the Australasian colonies—but so far he has not 
caused a ripple on that wave, but has rather helped 
our cause by being the means of bringing numbers 
to the debates who would not go to hear a Free- 
thought lecture alone, but were forced to hear what 
Dr. York had to say in reply to Mr. Long—who 
showed himself a cute, tricky, scurrilous, and insult- 
ing debater in every sense of the word, whilst Dr. 
York conducted himself as a gentleman throughout, 
which even the Christian body was forced to acknowl- 
edge. The whole of the debates are being published 
in book form, a copy of which will, no doubt, reach 
you, and which will giv you all particulars concerning 
them without me occupying your valuable space with 
particulars in this letter. Mr. Long has a habit of 
addressing remarks personally to individuals in the 
audience, and, seeing one lady whispering to another 
while he was speaking during one of the debates, in 
which he had been opposing Dr. York on evolution, 
said, ** There is no doubt that the lady who is misbe- 
having herself in front there came from the gorilla." 
Immediately the house echoed again with hisses, 
which continued until he left the platform. That 
was a Specimen of his Christian behavior, publicly 
` insulting a lady in that manner. The next day this 

. same lady met Mr. Long in the street, stopped him, 
and said. “I am the lady you called a gorilla last 
night; will you please tell me what sort of an animal 
your mother was?” I guess he thought she was one 
with him there. However, it ended in his disgusting 
many of his Christian supporters, and the adding of 
numbers of thinkers to our ranks. Dr. York will tell 
you when he returns to America that he was surprised 
to find this colony so progressiv, and that he had no 
idea there were so many radicals here. I do not be- 
lieve there is any part of the world where there are so 
many Liberals, according to the population, as in the 
Australian colonies. 

Dr. York delivers two more lectures here, and then 
proceeds on a tour through the colony, away up the 
North, over a stretch of about 3,000 miles there and 
back. Having been over the country several times 
before, I hav agreed to accompany Mr. and Mrs. 
York as “ pilot,” and will, with your permission, drop 
you a line or two from different stages of our jour- 
‘ney. J shall not tell you much about the country, as 
I expect the doctor will want to tell you all about 
that when he gets back to America, but just chronicle 
a little of the work done, the ground broken up, and 
the seed sown, the fruits of which others will reap 
who come after. So far as Brisbane is concerned, I 
am glad to be able to say that Dr. York's visit has 
been a great success financially, as well as otherwise. 

A very successful musical, literary, and social enter- 
tainment was held in the Academy of Music last Fri- 
day night, June 25th, under the auspices of the Free- 
thought Association of this city (quite a healthy body, 
by the by), to bid farewell to Dr. York. The hall 
was tastefully decorated, and on the stage was a ban- 
ner, on which was beautifully illuminated the motto 
of Thomas Paine, “The world is my country, to do 
good my religion.” After a number of choice selec- 
tions rendered by a really first-class orchestra, and a 
few songs by the leading professional talent of the 
city, came the event of the evening—-a presentation 
to Dr. York. This was a memento of the good 
feeling of the Freethinkers of Brisbane to Dr. York, 
and I am sure nothing could hav been thought of 
more appropriate, or that would hav pleased Dr. and 
Mrs. York better, than the present they received. It 
consists of an emu egg, mounted in solid silver. The 
design is an exquisit one, and is very representativ 
of this colony. The egg is firmly clasped endwise 
between two large tree ferns standing on a pedestal 
of ebony; underneath the egg, between the two trees, 
is a groundwork of silver representing a forest scene, 
the trees and grass being very artistically and neatly 
executed. There is the figure of a black fellow in the 
act of throwing a spear at a kangaroo which he had 
taken by surprise, as the animal’s startled, upright posi- 
tion indicates. The workmanship displayed in these 
figures is admirable, the features of the black fellow 
and the attitude of the kangaroo being exceptionally 
good. On the top of the egg is an emu, an exact 
representation in silver of the kind of bird that laid 


the egg upon which it stands. On the front of the 
egg is a shield, upon which is inscribed: “ Presented 
to Dr. and Mrs. York, by the Freethinkers of Bris- 
bane, June 25, 1886." The trophy was designed and 
made at a local jeweler's here in Brisbane, and reflects 
considerable credit on Mr. Reynolds's skilful work- 
manship; it will compare with anything of the kind 
produced in any other part of the world. When 
I tell you the trophy is twelve inches high, and 
about the same in width, and that, with the exception 
of the stand and egg, it is of solid silver, you may guess 
it is both very handsome and valuable. It will be 
something novel for friends to look at when Dr. York 
returns, and let us hope it will act as a link connect- 
ing the land of the emu and kangaroo to that of the 
eagle and stars-and-stripes, in the mind of Dr. York, 
in years to come. Mr. W. Widdop, one of the pio- 
neers of Freethought here, made the presentation in 
a few appropriate words. Dr. York received the gift 
with a suitable expression of his feelings, and paid a 
tribute to the appropriate design. 

The program of the evening was then proceeded 
with, including the trial scene from.“ The Merchant 
of Venice,” which was most creditably rendered by 
members of the Association, Mrs. Fish (a lady at 
whose nuptials Dr. York had the honor of assisting, 
the day after his arrival here) being especially worthy 
of commendation for her rendering of the character 
of Portia. The hall was then cleared, and a most 
pleasant evening contluded by dancing into the small 
hours of the morning. 

That Dr. York's visit has done an immense amount 
of good to the cause of Freethought here no one can 
doubt. Whole families hav left the churches, and 
numbers of new members hav joined the Association. 
An impetus has been given to the children’s lyceum, 
which has been regularly attended every Sunday 


.morning by Mrs. York, and the material is here with 


which to make as good a lyceum as anywhere in the 
colonies. A little different management, reorganiza- 
tion, some new blood in the shape of teachers, and 
more exercise, drilling, calisthenics, and less talk and 
leeturing, of which the children get too much and 
become wearied, and then the school will flourish and 
prosper, and thus will be formed a band of young 
workers who will be able to take the places of the 
elders when they pass on from material sight. Alto- 
gether, this city will hold its own with any of the 
cities of the South, from a Liberal standpoint, and no 
American should come to Australia and leave it with- 
out going North, at least as far as Brisbane, which 
(let me observe, for the information of some cf our 
American cousins who de not seem to be very geo- 
oe correct concerning the whereabouts of 

ustralian cities) is the capital city of Queensland, 
the northern colony of Australia, and not in New 
Zealand, as some imagin. f 

I am writing this after returning from Dr. York's 
farewell lecture, which he has just delivered in the 
Academy of Music, the largest hall in Brisbane, 
which was packed from floor to ceiling by the largest 
audience that (notwithstanding that he has lectured 
here for four months) has-yet assembled to hear him. 
I wish all those Christians who hav been. so bitter 
against us in this city had been there to see what 
effect Mr. H. A. Long's anti-Infidel campaign has 
had upon the Infidel body. We know the effect 
these Freethought lectures hav had upon the Chris- 
tian body, because a large number in that audience 
to-night were members of one of the Christian 
churches only a few weeks ago, but now they are out- 
and-out Infidels and Freethinkers. 

How many converts hav the supporters of Mr. 
Long gained from our ranks to the Christians? I 
think not one; and as this sort of thing is going on 
throughout the civilized world, it shows the pro- 
gressiv car of Secularism is moving rapidly on, riding 
Juggernaut-like over the obstacles that are thrown 
under its wheels. 
lecture in Brisbane to-night was “ Reason and Facts 
versus Romanism, the Auricular Confession, the 
Blight of the Intellect, and the Curse of the World,” 
a very fitting subject to terminate with, and to leave 
the people here with something to think over. Dr. 
York said he had been speaking of the daughters all 
along until to-night, but that to-night he was speak- 
ing of the mother; he had been lopping off the 
branches, but it was the trunk of the tree that would 
be the hardest to destroy, the last to die, and it would 
die hard. The Protestant churches could not fight 
Romanism, because Romanism was the mother of 
Protestantism, which was the same only a little 
diluted; but the fight fell to the Secularists, who, 
with science at their back, would in time uproot and 
destroy all the superstitions, and expose and sweep 
away all the*vile and filthy corruptions of the Romish 
church, as they were doing with the Protestant 
churches. Before the lecture commenced there were 
some selections by an orchestra composed of some of 
the leading professional instrumentalists of the city; 
then a song by Miss Alice St. John, one of the lead- 
ing sopranos of Australian opera houses; another 
song by Mr. Barrington, who gave the “ Death of 
Nelson” in a manner that only artists like himself are 
capable of; a violin solo by Professor Lindsell, in 
his usual excellent style, and then the lecture—alto- 


The subject of Dr. York’s last. 


gether combining to make this last evening exceed-- 
ingly pleasant, and one that will be long remembered 
by the Liberals of Brisbane. 

Day after to-morrow we proceed to Toowoomba, a 
town about one hundred miles from here, by rail. ` 
Dr. York givs three lectures there ; then we return to 
Brisbane, and commence the northern journey by 
steamer, but, not to anticipate, we will leave these 
places until they come in proper order to be written 
about. 

The audience to-night were loth to part with Dr. 
York, and many a hearty hand-shake did both he and ` 
Mrs. York receive. Over and over again has he been 
asked to stay on, to stay altogether if he liked, and 
they would insure him the same continual support. 
So you see how near you come losing him. He has | 
now made a lengthier stay in the Australian colonies 
than he expected, but he has not yet been long - 
enough away to be forgotten by you, but will, I am 
certain, receive that’ hearty welcome on his return 
home that I saw by Tue TRUTH SEEKER you promised 
him some time ago. I sincerely trust he will con- 
tinue to enjoy the same sound health he now has, 
and that he will arrive back safely, and liv to make . 
that promised trip.“ East," when he will be able to 
tell you all about this strange land of topsy-turvey 
wonders. . Gro. SMITE. 
Brisbane, Queensland, June 27, 1886. 
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Hints to Workingmen. 

The fear has been expressed that in the event of 
separate political action of the labor element the de- 
signing political hacks will insinuate themselvs into 
the organization, and, either by person or proxy, 
dominate its influence to their own selfish ends. 
This may be avoided by nominating for office none 
but men who work for wages, known and verified to 
be honest and capable. The curse of politics are the 
demagogs. No more detestable vermin infest the 
earth. They play upon the passions and prejudices, 
arousing the first and conceding to the latter, poising 
like an acrobat on the rope of popular approval, their. 
only aim being to walk its length straight into an 
office where the salary is good and the stealings bet- 
ter. And, to our discredit be it said, they get there. 
They must get there no longer. We do not need 
them. A country that is self-governed should not 
tolerate professional politicians, and year after year 
elect them to make laws and govern it. In what es- 
sential particular do we differ from a monarchical 
government if we foist upon ourselvs a “governing 
class,” and let them rule us to suit their own inter- 
ests? The iron rod of despotism is the same in- 
flexible master, be it wielded by one man or a thou- 
sand ; and there is no despotism more heartless, cold, . 
and cruel than that of our aristocracy of money. 
They own the politicians who are successful. They 
buy themselvs seats in the United States Senate, and 
then bribe their fellow-members to vote in their in- 
terest. They would steal the earth if they could get 
to some other planet with it, just to astonish the 
nativs with the immensity of their possessions. That 
a certain class of men should hav their vanity fed at 
the expense of the toiling masses is monstrous. 
Certain it is that there are radical defects in our 
political economy which make it possible for such 
an iniquity to exist. But it will not be remedied by 
“pledges” from candidates of either party, be they . 
made in good faith or not, because all legislation at 


.present in this country is under the pernicious 


dominion of capital. It is supreme. That influence 
must be rooted out altogether, and if we can elect 
honest and capable men to fill the offices and make 
laws, we must stand by them in the hard fight they 
will hav against the corrupt influence.of money. Let 
the more intelligent among us leave no effort untried 
to show our comrades how suicidal it is to sell for a 
mere temporary benefit their voice and vote to the 
reckless, unprincipled demagogs who, like the slave- 
drivers of old, whip them in, by fair means or fol, to 
signing away for a mess of pottage the valuable gifts 
of American citizenship. Elections, at best, as they 
hav been in the past, hav decided no principle. 
Men hav been put up by the political boss and the 
voters told to .vote for them, and they hav done so. 
In one instance, a very rich man paid thirty thousand 
dollars for a seat in Congress. He was a man who 
was notorious for his grasping cupidity, unprincipled, 
very close in his dealings with his men, a Democrat 
in politics, and an aristocrat in society. To advance 
his own interests, nothing was too low, mean, or des- 
picable, and this man, with an eye single only to the 
rolling up of additional millions, was sent to Con- 
gress. To represent who, or what? To represent 
himself and get back his thirty thousand dollars 
spent on his election. The idea of such a man pre- 
tending to represent a democratic constituency, who 
for the most part were workingmen, is like sending 
Lord Salisbury to a council of nations to represent 
Ireland. I would that I could in some way get the ` 
interested attention of every wage-worker in this 
land, and, getting that, set him to thinking on the 
subject of the mistakes he has made and is liable to 
make in casting his vote. 

The workingmen hav elected a Congress who 
allowed 20,857,000 acres of l&nd to pass into the 
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hands of twenty-nine foreign corporations, ninety | accessories to murder unless they could prove the 


per cent of the total purchase being held by English- 
men. Itis estimated that Englishmen own land in 
America equal to the entire extent of Great Britain 
and Ireland. Possibly it may be their intention to 


portion it off in large estates, bring over some few of. 


their white-slave farmers, whom they allow to make 
from three to four dollars a week, and add to their 
number from nativ recruits here at the same benevo- 
lent pay. It seems as if they had set out to buy up 
the whole country—at least, the largest area of it. 
And it is very apparent that if they own the lands 
they will own the people that may, by force of cir- 
cumstances, be obliged to liv on their land. It will 
be England over again ; they will exact the last cent 
above starvation point from settlers and tenants. 
That is their game, no doubt. The “ governing class” 
must, “don’t you see,” hav magnificent estates, lordly 
manors, hundreds of retainers, pleasure yachts, 
boundless supply of ready money, and how are they 
going to get it, “don’t you know,” if the lower orders 
don’t hand it up to them with due reverence and 
proper humility? Quite the proper thing, “ don’t 
you see?” If any members of the lower class get 
starved out in their attempt to keep up the style of 
* me lord,” it’s quite of no consequence, because you 
see there's got to be rich and there's got to be poor, 
and they never will be missed there’s such a lot of 
'em. Besides, it’s God's will. “ Servants, obey your 
masters.” Honor the king. If we could get the 
workingmen to do a turn for themselvs, we could 
elect a Congress that would put such a tax upon un- 
occupied land that “me lord” would drop it as quick 
as the devil would holy water. And this must be 
done. What with the aping of everything English 
by our sapient dudes, and the exchange of our 
maidens with money-bags for titles, these large pur- 
chases of land look as if we were going to hav 
England thrust down our throats at all hazards. 
Now, workingmen, do you want this country turned 
into a monarchy ? 
honest men from among yourselvs. It is not neces- 
gary to call it a monarchical government to hav one, 
and if any man cannot see that we are drifting in that 
direction he must be blind indeed. 

oe Wu. Arren Smita, 


—— eom 
Theory and Practice. 


The theory set forth by Mr. W. A. Smith that the 
remedy for evils that beset the workingmen—i.e., the 
masses—lies in the ballot-box is very beautiful, but it 
rests upon the hypothesis that honesty is an attribute 
‘of the workingmen, and is accidental or rare among 
' the upper classes, whatever they are. 

Honesty, like many other virtues, is comparativ 
and hence variable. ae 

Fidelity to the general interests of the people must 
exist among the people before the ballot can be an 
effectual correctiv. | " 

A venal people brings into power mercenary rulers. 

Individual honesty rarely has sufficient tenacity to 
withstand the strain of official environment. 

Therefore something more potent than official 
honesty is needed to regulate official acts. 

What is wanted is obedience to the wishes of the 
people, under constitutional restrictions, as expressed 
in party platforms framed by the people in their 
primaries, and in unequivocal terms; and obedience 
must be made the only safe policy for officials to 


pursue. JEF. 
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Chicago Secular News. 

The “ judicial farce,” the trial of the Anarchists, is 
near its termination. Mr. Foster will finish his 
argument Monday morning, and Captain Black, in a 
two-days’ speech, will conclude the labors for the de- 
fense. State’s Attorney Grenell will speak (or howl) 
for the prosecution, and it is expected that the case 
will be given to the jury by Thursday. The eight 
defendants were indicted for murder, and separate 
indictments were made for conspiracy, riot, etc. 
They were supposed to be tried on the indictment 
charging them with the murder of Mathias J. Deegan, 
but the state has not made a single point connecting 
them with that affair. They hay tried them for 
everything but murder—Anarchism, Communism, and 
Socialism—and a great social salmagundi they hav 
made of it; they hav piled up testimony on “ conspir- 
acy,’ yet every movement, every utterance, has been 
known to the public for years ; but conspiracy is like the 
* flowers that bloom in the spring,” it has “ nothing 
to do with the case." They hav tried them for read- 
ing and circulating Most’s books on revolutionary 
warfare, not realizing that Most is not on trial; they 
hav rung in the most inflammatory utterances of- the 
Arbeiter Zeitung and Alarm, all testimony which, 
under the ruling of any fair-minded judge, would 
hav been excluded ; they hav tried them for bomb- 
making, yet we never hav seen the statute which 
makes bomb-making a capital crime. From a legal 
point of view it makes no difference whether Lingz 
made one or a million bombs a day. They hav tried 
to prove that their utterances for five or -six years 
were a species of war against society—then why 
were they not punished for that at the time? They 
found that all this could not convict them of being 


‘dence. 


If not, rouse up and vote for’ 


principal was among them; so they puton the stand a 
notorious tramp—a man who has been tried for 
blackmailing, for thieving, for arson, and burglary; 
who is known to hav stolen six hundred dollars from 
a physician, now deceased ; and five hundréd people 
could easily be got to swear that they would not be- 
lieve him under oath. He's a constitutional liar. He 
swore that he saw Spies light the bomb. That made 
a principal of him. It was simply an afterthought. 
If the jury are not bought, his testimony will not hav 
a feather's weight, for he looks the lowlived liar that 
he is. Judge Gary has made rulings in this case 
that entitle him to rank with the infamous Jeffrey. 
The resources of the state, backed by corporate 
monopolies, hav been freely used by the prosecution. 
The press has fairly seethed. with venom, and one 
who knows says those papers hav been furnished by 
the bailiffs to the jury just as they are printed, regard- 
less of the fact that it. was ordered that all reference to 
the case. should be cut out. Witnesses for the de- 
fense hav been spirited away; some hav been so 
frightened by intimidation that they refused to testify 
to what they formerly had volunteered to giv in evi- 
Witnesses for the state sat in the court-room, 
while those for the defense were kept in an anteroom, 
where detectivs, also pretending to be witnesses for 
the prisoners, tried to worm out of them important 
points. The state presented testimony about every- 
thing but the murder, for they had not a particle of 
evidence on that except Gilmer's testimony. ‘But the 
court primed down the defense to direct testimony— 
no hearsay evidence was permitted. The case for 
the state was nothing else. Chief of Police Eiborsold, 
who gave special and positiv orders to Captain Bon- 
field on the evening of May 4th “not to interfere 
with that meeting,” skips out of town. They say 
they don’t know whether he is in Maine or California. 
It is known that just before the attack a man entered 
the Desplaines street station and said to Bonfield, 
“That meeting is about to break up.” Bonfield 
quickly called his men together, and said, “ Let's 
hurry up and giv them something.” The party who 
offered to testify to that was so frightened by police 
intimidation that he refused to either go on the 
stand or testify. He was not the only one almost 
frightened out of his wits. ‘Friends and sympathizers 
with the accused hav been dogged and hounded by 
the police and excluded from thecourt-room. When 
demanding admittance yesterday to the court, I was 
informed that “neither Captain Black nor nothing 
on earth could get you in. If you wantto know why, 
go to the sheriff We hav strict and positiv orders 
to keep you out of the building.” As George Schil- 
ling was with me, he, too, was barred out. We got 
in, nevertheless, which pleased me more than a little. 
It would take up the entire TaurH Seeker to enu- 
merate the great and small villainies which hav been 
perpetrated during this most damnable conspiracy 
ever hatched by American authorities to convict men 
of a.capital crime of which they are innocent because 
they were guilty of something else; and how the 
authorities hav sought out the places where labor 
reformers were employed and urged the discharge of 


those persons who dared own they were Socialists ; 


and, I am sorry to say, with remarkable success; but 
I hav yet to see the Socialist whose opinions hav 
been changed by this sort of persecution. The 
state’s attorney took it on himself to see about my 
case, and was at our office bright and early, before 
the opening of court, one morning last week. . So 
far I know he did not succeed, nor is he likely to. 
Iam given to understand that he threatens my arrest. 
What for, I am at loss to determin, but as it is the 
same thing with a number now in jail, it is not out 
of the probabilities. If those on trial are convicted, 
there will be wholésale arrests, in my opinion. 
Somebody suggested to me on Saturday that if those 
men are convicted the Socialists had better stampede. 
Well, I don’t propose to stampede. 

Half a dozen candidates for initiation breathed the 
close and stuffy atmosphere of a lodge anteroom on 
one of the hottest nights in July, while the examin- 
ing officer of a secret labor society put to them the 
preliminary questions, the first of which was: 

“ Do you believe in God?” 

All readily answered in the affirmativ this great 
conundrum which “no fellow can find out,” and the 
interrogatory was repeated to the writer. My reply 
was: 

“Not much!” 

The officer, being slightly acquainted, desired to 
be conciliatory, so he mildly suggested: ` 

* I suppose you believe in a supreme being?” 

“ Not by a jugful,” was my irreverent response. 

Some of the other candidates turned as pale as 
Paris plaster; the eyes of one protruded so that I 
was Slightly alarmed for his mental balance; on 
another it brought out the beads of perspiration, as 
though he was undergoing a foretaste of an adverse 
hereafter from an orthodox standpoint. To relieve 
their distress, I recommended the officer to go in for 
proper instructions, as those questions were unneces- 
sary. Being a member of the “ mother church,” the 
examiner appeared both cross and confused, but 
obeyed. 


Returning, he apologized for asking the questions, 
saying they were immaterial, but he had an old book. 

Still, I remember the time when superstitio had a 
powerful basis in the early history of that society. 
The same ‘interrogations were then a part of the 
initiation, and & good deal worse further on. No 
more satisfactory answers were given by me at that 
time; the initiation was suspended, yet I was de- 
clared a member. Once inside, I endeavored to 
make it easier for all Freethinkers who should wish 
to join thereafter, and commenced the agitation for 
secularizing the order, and thus succeeded in being 
vilified throughout its ramifications;. but the end 
was soon accomplished, and the religious test in the 
largest labor organization in the world was abol- 
ished. . 

The above is written to show what can be done by 
a little effort. In the same organization were men 
just as opposed. to orthodoxy (on the outside) as 
myself, but they viewed this initiatory business as a 
lot of buncombe to catch fools, and they acquiesced 
in the foolishness; did not think it worth while to 
oppose it. That is not my idea. By such foolish- 
ness society is ruled and robbed. The silence of 
tacit admission that you believe such trash givs its 
adherents the right to reckon you of their number, 
and to demand support, patronage, and protection in 
proportion. 

My grand old colleague, John McIntosh, who is a 
moral hero every inch of him, falls into the error that, 
because he is familiar with Socialism, he is therefore 
authority on the Knights of Labor. That is a great 
mistake. He will admit that I know something of 
both. Powderly is what is termed a “ conscientious 
Catholic ;’ he believes his first duty is to the church; 
and whenever the church wishes to use him to destroy 
liberty it will do it, under the pretense that the glory 
of God demands it. That is mighty poor “ compass” 
for freedom. Powderly has also grown vain; the 
capitalistic press has tickled him. He has held office 
six years, and that is long enough. That Powderly, 
when elected General Master Workman, had any 
authority from the Executiv Board to lay its “inner- 
most secrets” before a Catholic tribunal, is false. As 
chairman of that Fixecutiy Board, I know no such 
permission was given. The secretary, at that time, 
of the Board was Philip Van Patten, and neither he 
nor I would hav tolerated such action. I know that 
officers, individually, did ask the opinion and good 
offices of the church for the success of the order, but 
without authority, 

Our Secular Union will renew its meetings the first 
Sunday in September. A business meeting of mem- 
bers will be held next Sunday, August 22d, at 245 
West Madison street, at 7 p.m. All Truta SEEKER 
readers in Chicago should be present. 

August 15, 1886. E. A. STEVENS. 


eor 
Mr. W. S. Bell’s Opinion of Newspapers. 


To tae Eprror or Tae Trura Szrkzg, Sir: The 
long trial of the Anarchists is now near its end. The 
great excitement produced by the bomb-throwing at 
Haymarket square last May has died out, and now 
Chicago is dull and without a sensation. So greatly 
inflamed has public sentiment been in this city 
for some time past over hotly-contested elections, 
strikes, riots, and the Haymarket affair that now the 
commonplace occurreuces no longer interest the 
people, and the newspapers are suffering accordingly. 
Our dailies gloat over horrid crimes and frighful ca- 
tastrophes. They are intent upon & wide circulation 
of their pandering sheets, because it circulates within 
their grasp big piles of the circulating medium. In 
the dearth of catastrophes and bloody riots they try 
to make as much as possible out of murders, elope- 
ments, etc., but these are too tame and common to 
satisfy the morbid sentiments of & vast number of 
those who hav been long. fed upon recitals of blood- 
curdling atrocities. And what is true of our dailies 
is true of the dailies of all the large cities. What 
are we going to do about it? , 

Do not the people make the press what it is, and 
does not the press make the people what they are? 
The best thing we who call ourselvs Liberals can do 
is to giv our hearty support to our Liberal papers. 
We should not only read Tur Trura SEEKER, but sus- 
tain it with our subscription. I fear too many bor- 
row it who are able to pay for it, and feel no obliga- 
tion to sustain the cause of liberty by supporting its 
papers. . 

Iam making arrangements for a lecture trip next 
October through Missouri and Texas. I hope to 
visit the following places in Missouri: Hannibal 
Edina, Kirkville, Cleopatra, Chillicothe, Montrose, 
Lamar, Liberal, Carthage, and Joplin. In Texas I 
shall try to reach Denison, Sherman, Dallas, Kerens,: 
Fort Worth, Granbury, Kimball, Meridian, Morgan, 
Temple, Walnut Springs, Bellton, Austin, New 
Braunfels, Houston, Navasota, Corsicana, Moscow, 
Henderson, Longview, Cooper, Bowie, Montague, 
Henrietta, and perliaps a few other towns. I am cor- 
responding with many Liberals in these states, and I 
hope before October to hav my arrangements com- 
pleted. W. S. Beta. 
302 State street, Chicago, TU. 
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Liberalism. 
The following appears to be from an earnest, but 


young, truth seeker: 
* OAKLAND, Irr., July 14, 1886. 

‘t EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I was conversing with a 
Methodist minister awhile ago, and hesays Infidelity should 
hold its tongue until we can get up a God superior to his. 
This certainly can be done; but, to tell you the truth, I hav 
never as yet read the fundamental principles—the catechism— 
of Infidelity. Hav you any such book—an Infidel catechism 
or creed? If not, get one up quick. Let me know imme- 
diately. This minister says we are tearing down all the time, 
and never building up. How is it? If no other way, tell us 
in Toe Truro Seeker. Respectfully, J. W. BENorr." 


The writer of the foregoing labors under an im- 
perfect comprehension of what Liberalism is. Cer- 
tainly Liberalism will set up no god in place of the 
dethroned Jehovah, nor establish a creed to replace 
those it destroys. A catechism is usually boiled- 
down dogmatism, and we doubt its utility. Even a 
statement of principles, set forth as authoritativ, 
can be and should be questioned. Liberalism stands 
only for Freethought, absolutely and completely, 
upon all subjects. Of course, this must allow an 
immense amount of ignorant, wrong, and unscien- 
tific thought, but that can only be remedied by scien- 
tific education and mental training. But Liberalism 
nevertheless is free thought, without coercion by 
priests or politicians, through fear of * God" or a 
policeman’s club. 

All this, however, is not to say that Liberalism has 
no affirmations, as well as negations. Liberalism 
affirms all truth, and denies nothing but falsehood. 
In this it is in direct opposition to Christianity, 
whose affirmations are nearly all falsehoods. The 
fundamental affirmations of Christianity are: 1. That 
there is a God in the shape of aman. 2 That this 
anthropomorphic God created the universe about six 
thousand years ago. 3. That he also created animal 
life, ending with man. 4. That this man and his wife 
were created perfect. 5. That they fell 6. 
Through their fall all men were filled with an irre- 
sistible desire to do wrong. 17. That all the people 
in the world did do wrong, and were drowned, except 
one family. 8. That when the earth was again pop- 
ulated by this family the people continued to do 
wrong. 9. That, in order to save any, it was neces- 
sary for this God to send his only begotten son to be 
sacrificed. 10. That this son was born of the Virgin 
Mary, was crucified under Pontius Pilate, was dead 
and buried, rose again after three'days, and ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of this 
God. 11. That it is necessary to believe this in order 
to escape an eternity of burning in a fiery lake. 

Such, in brief, are the Christian affirmations. Itis 
needless to repeat that every one of them is a false- 
hood. 

The negations of Liberalism consist in a denial of 
the dogmatic creedal affirmations of Christianity, as 
contained in the foregoing, and of as much of the 
theological superstructure erected thereon as con- 
flicts with reason, with science, and with that human- 
ity, or love for the race, inherent in every heart. 
Liberalism’s affirmations, from which we are asked to 
construct a creed, are as broad as the universe, and 
include every ascertained law of nature, every proved 
fact in the world, every known truth upon every 
known subject. Liberalism has three sides, a scien- 
tific side, a destructiv side, and a constructiv side. 
Liberalism maintains that it must be through scien- 
tific methods that truth in regard to all phenomena 
can be known, and it accepts the conclusions of sci- 


ence so far as demonstrated. Upon these conclu. | 


sions, and proceeding upon scientific methods, it 
demonstrates the falseness of Christianity and the 
truths of nature. Its destructiv side is confined to 
destroying beliefs founded upon these falsehoods of 
the church, which are founded upon ignorance of 
natural law, upon wrong conceptions of the motions 
of the universe, upon childish ideas of supernatural 
governance, and which hav been perpetuated through 
the same general ignorance and for the benefit of 
priests and “ God-appointed ” kings. 

In its constructiv principles Liberalism embodies 
both science and humanity. That is, it conducts its 
humane work upon scientific principles. Affirming 
first the supremacy of human reason and the uni- 
versality of law, Liberalism indorses evolution 
as a fundamental truth, as against the special crea- 


tion affirmed by Christianity, and, working for this, 


endeavors to aid in that progress of the world 
which has been constantly going on since the first 
savage crawled out of his cave and built himself a 
hut. As this world is, if not the only world we shall 
ever see, at least of primal importance, Liberalism 
devotes itself to making it better, to making men and 
women happier, and to reducing the sum total of 
misery by which we are surrounded. As Mr. J. D. 
Shaw puts it, Liberalism seeks first and above all to 
glorify man instead of God; to save him from vice, 
ignorance, and superstition instead of from hell; to 
teach him how to liv instead of preparing him for 
death ; how to secure homes on earth instead of 
mythical mansions in the sky ; and to rely upon him- 
self and upon work instead of upon God and prayer. 
Liberalism teaches morality upon a utilitarian instead 
of an authoritativ basis, and commands people to'do 
right because thereby their own happiness is pro- 
moted as well as that of others. Liberalism does 
not treat men and women as children, begging them 
to be good for the sake of a reward hereafter, but 
says, You must deal justly, honestly, virtuously, be- 
cause to do otherwise injures humanity, and every 
individual in the world has the same rights as your- 
self. Liberalism rejects vicarious atonement, affirm- 
ing that upon each must fall the burden and punish- 
ment of his or her violation of natural law or infringe- 
ment of another's rights. 

Liberalism is & positiv, affirmativ force in all ques- 
tions pertaining to human welfare. It affirms that in- 
stead of a God, natural law, operating. eternally, is the 
power moving the universe. For creation, Liberal- 
ism affirms evolution, and by the laws of evolution 
design in nature givs place to natural selection. The 
notion that man is totally depraved is replaced by 
the affirmation that the good in human nature over- 
balances the evil, and that ancestral experiences, 
organized in the race as inherited tendencies, are 
what predispose men to evil instead of the theologi- 
cal “original sin.” But Liberalism further affirms 
that these tendencies are more and more becom- 
ing good, and will result in future generations in 
producing men and women with as greatly superior 
characters as the people of to-day possess over our 
forefathers who burned heretics for the love they 
bore their God. As Henry Ward Beecher said, man, 
instead of being a fallen creature, began at zero and 
has been rising ever since. Liberalism affirms that 
this progress must inevitably go on. As to salvation 
through Christ, Liberalism affirms that it has not yet 
been proved that there is any hell to be saved from, 
and maintains that what man most needs to be saved 
from is ignorance, poverty, and the priests. 

In what we hav written we hav not attempted to 
formulate a creed, but Mr. Benoit can gather from it 
some of the distinctivly affirmativ principles of Lib- 


'eralism, as well as a good idea of what it seeks to 


destroy. We may also add that Liberalism has a 
political side, the principles of which can be found in 
the Nine Demands-forming the platform of the 
American Secular Union. 
———— Ma ae À—À—— à 

New Jersey Freethinkers Must Be Careful. 

In Newark, New Jersey, there is a vigorous Liberal 
League, which in the winter meets regularly every 
Sunday afternoon. All kinds of speakers occupy the 
platform, and expound all sorts of ideas. The ma- 
jority of the speakers are Freethinkers, and they not 
unfrequently talk heresy. We wish to warn the 
League of the evil consequences of this kind of ora- 
tory. By the law of New Jersey, giving expression 
to the following sentiments is punishable by twelve 
months’ imprisonment at hard labor: 

1. Denying the being of God. 


2. Denying the providence of God. 

3. Cursing or contumeliously (rudely or scornfully) 
reproaching the being of God. 

4. Cursing or contumeliously reproaching the 
providence of God. 

5. Cursing or contumeliously reproaching Jesus . 
Christ. 

6. Cursing or contumeliously gag the 
Holy Ghost (whatever that is). 

7. Cursing or contumeliously reproaching the 
Christian religion. 

8. Cursing or contumeliously reproaching the 
Bible (Protestant edition). 

8. Profane scoffing at any of the Torop rine (alleged) 
persons, things, and canonical books. 

9, Exposing any of the foregoing (alleged) persons, 
things, or canonical books to ridicule. 

10. Exposing any of the foregoing (alleged) per- 
sons, things, or canonical books to contempt. 

We hav heard speakers and members of the New- 
ark League say all these forbidden things and the 
hall did not crumble nor the officers of the law inter- 
fere. But we advise the Newarkers to be careful in 
future. New Jersey is jealous of her God, and will 
defend him with the last drop of blood a heretic ce 
in his body. 


—— — 9-8 9————— —— 
The Trial of Anarchy in Chicago. 

T'he ease against the eight so-called Anarchists of 
Chicago who hav been on trial for the past few weeks 
was given to the jury on Thursday afternoon, the 
19th inst., and on Friday morning, the 20th, the jury 
returned the following verdict: 

“ We, the jury, find the defendants, August Spies, Michael 
Schwab, Samuel Fielden, Albert R. Parsons, Adolph Fischer, 
George Engel, and Louis Lingg, guilty of murder as charged 
in the indictment, and fix the penalty at death. We find the 
defendant, Oscar W. Neebe, guilty of murder in manner aid 
form as charged in the indictment, and fix the penalty at im- 
prisonment in the penitentiary for fifteen years.” 

On another page of this issue of Tux Trurs SEEKER 
Mr. E. A. Stevens tells how the trial has been con- 
ducted, and upon what perjured testimony the state 
has been compelled to rely. Mr. Stevens’s statements 
agree with our own careful reading of the history of 
this trial. It has been a trial reflecting no credit 
upon either the police or state’s attorneys of Chicago, 
and the verdict is the result. of popular prejudice 
against the Anarchists. It is a monstrous verdict, 
and unless reversed by the supreme court of Illinois 
will end in judicial murder. 

Aside from the injustice done the men themselvs, 
this trial in deplorable in its results. The verdict 
angers the thousands of Socialists in Chicago, while 
feeding the wrath of the general public against them. 
Unless cool counsels prevail there will be bloodshed ` 
in Chicago. The comments of the press are of a 
nature calculated to make every sympathizer with the 
condemned men furious with rage, and the threats of 
the Anarchists arouse the passions of the police. 
What the Anarchists would like to do is hinted at in 
these words of Attorney Foster: 

“If the day ever comes that the ropes are placed about the 
necks of those prisoners, the members of the jury will not 
be out of danger. I hav urged the prisoners to hav all their 
friends exercise their influence against violence between now 
and the end of the case.” 

The feeling entertained by the police, voiced by 
the press, and more or less shared by the general 
public, is shown by the retort to Mr. Foster of 
Police Inspector Bonfield : 

“I want to say that if any violence is done by the friends 
of these men, the lamp-posts of Chicago will bear fruit. In my 
opinion the police will be powerless to quell the popular rage, 
and public vengeance will be summarily wreaked upon all 
the friends and pronounced sympathizers of Anarchy.” 

The senseless tyranny which the authorities feel 
empowered by this verdict to exercise will make 
matters still worse. A list of nearly three hundred 
men and women, known to be Socialists, is in the 
possession of the police, and it is reported that 
wholesale arrests will surely follow. Among those 
mentioned as liable to be arrested are Mrs. Parsons 
and Mrs. Holmes, née Swank. When war is made 
upon women who hav done absolutely nothing, the 
authorities are playing the part of either desperate 
tyrants or desperate fools. | 

These Anarchists were indicted for murder, and if 
murder had been proved upon them, then should 
punishment follow. But it has not. They hav been 
convicted of being social revolutionists, and as that 
is not a crime, they are punished for something else. 
The Sun of this city—a journal that usually keeps 
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its head—reveals the prejudice which has brought 
the verdict of guilty in an editorial of last Saturday- 
“Seven murderous and frantic scoundrels,” it Bays; 
“men envenomed against all law, all reason, all de- 
, cency,.and the peace and welfare of a civilized people, 
are to be extirpated on the gallows for the murders 
of which they are guilty.” The Sun should think 
just a little, and the first thought should be of the 
plain fact that the state has not convicted these men 
of killing Mathias J. Deegan, for which they were 
indicted. The second thought may well be whether 
to be envenomed against law is a capital crime, 
whether to be envenomed against reason is worthy of 
death, and whether even an indecent man should be 
summarily hanged. The condemned victims of pop- 
ular clamor hav talked foolishly, wildly; but the 
-charge that they killed or conspired to kill Mathias 
J. Deegan has not been sustained by a particle of 
legal evidence. It has been a “trial” of principles, 
and not of men for murder. The long and short of 
the whole matter is, these men areto be hanged be- 
cause they are Anarchists—a lot more of people are 
to be arrested because they sympathize with them— 
and the whole proceeding will be termed a “ warning 
to a class of exotic criminals for whom there is no 
room in this land.” We hav no sympathy with the 
wild gasconade and threats of those Anarchistic 
orators. They are the blind leading the blind. But 
we hav an abiding faith in freedom, a warm regard 
for fair play, and a jealous love for American institu- 
tions. The trial has outraged every distinctivly 
American principle, and this conviction, if sustained, 
and the men executed, will be as black a blot upon 
the fame of the republic as are the years of negro 
slavery. Our government cannot afford to be unjust 
to the humblest citizen, nor to the most depraved 
criminal. 


Sense, yet to the dupes who hav been educated that 
way, they are real The question is, Has a foreign 
power like Rome a legal right to terrorize an Ameri- 
ean citizen into doing that which he believes is un- 
wholesome ? . 

There should be some way by which Roman Cath- 
olic parents can be protected in sending their chil- 
dren to the publie schools when they find that the 
parochial schools are utterly valueless as educators. 
Priests should not be allowed to be bulldozers, al- 
though their victims may richly deserve their pun- 
ishment for believing in the “curse of God," and a 
priest who “ puts the curse on” whenever he likes. 

- oe 
The State Convention. 

The time appointed for the annual reunion of Free- 
thinkers is close at hand, and preparations for attend- 
ing the Convention ‘at White Sulphur Springs are 
being made by a good many folks that we know of. 
We hope, also, that many hundreds that we don’t 
know of are getting ready. These annual gatherings 
are very pleasant, as those who hav been there can 
testify, and the time and money consumed are solid 
investments. This Convention is a little different 
from previous meetings, as more opportunity is 
offered for social courtesies, and less stress is laid 
upon oratory. But the latter promises to be not 
less interesting than usual, for we can announce the 
presence of Lucy N. Colman, Mrs. F. C. Reynolds, 
Susan H. Wixon, Helen H. Gardener, L. K. Wash- 
burn, John Peck, W. S. Bell, C. B. Reynolds, J. J, 
McCabe, T. L. Brown, J. L. Andrew, and, probably, 
Charles Watts and T. B. Wakeman. Other speakers, 
too, may find it convenient to attend, and all will. be 
heartily welcome and afforded an opportunity to ex- 
press their views. : 

The catalog of amusements at the Springs is 
given in the advertisment on the last page of Tur 
Truru Seeker, and is quite attractiv. Young folks 
especially—the boys and girls—will enjoy the fun to 
be had from fishing, boating, and dancing, and if 
they occasionally run away from the preaching, no 
offense will be taken. A cordial invitation to be 
present is extended to all young heretics, and the 
older ones should come along to look after them. 

One measure that we should like this Convention 


——— oe ae 
Parochial Schools. 

A few days since we saw an item in a religious 
paper announcing that the Catholics are building paro- 
chial schools in nearly every parish in the country. 
This is in obedience to the decree of the last Catholic 

' council, 

We are glad to note, however, that there is some 
opposition to these schools, and, as in the present in- 
stance, in places most unexpected. In New Haven, 
Conn., in St. John’s parish, there is a parochial school 
established. A Mr. Maloney is the priest of the 
parish. Sunday, the 7th inst., he preached a sermon 
which reveals a rebellion against his authority. 

He said that during the.past week or two he had 
been visiting the parishioners inquiring why it was 
that the parochial school was not better attended 

: by the children of the parish. In one instance he 
called upon a woman who told him that she would 
not do as he wished; that the people had been 
priest-ridden long enough, and that she would giv 
her children a public school education if they never 
saw the inside of a church or a Sunday-school. 
“Look at me," she said. “How many salt tears 
hav I shed because I hav not had an education ?” 

Mr. Maloney told his congregation that he hoped 
“God would pity this woman, but he never felt more 
like putting the curse of God on anyone in his life. | 
Why, in the city of Hartford,” he went on, “ the city 
of the bishop, no Catholics are allowed to receive 
absolution or communion who do not send their 
children to the parochial schools. I am going to the 
synod next Tuesday, as all the priests are, and if they 
feel as I do on this subject there will not be anyone 
in this parish who will get absolution or be permitted 
to come to the altar rail if they send their children 
to the public schools.” 

Think of the arrogance of this màn and his class! 
He would put the “curse of God” on this woman 
because she desired that her child should be educated. 
Who gave the “curse of God” into Mr. Maloney's 
keeping for him to punish his enemies with? His 
threat to boycott all who do not send their children 
to his parochial school may affect some of the more 

` superstitious of his parishioners, but many of his con- 
gregation feel indignant at his assumption of power, 
and if he executes his threat the revolt, the reports. 
say, will include more than the abused woman. This 
parochial school question is assuming proportions of 
importance. There can be no question of the 
church’s right to build them, but there is a question 
of whether the church has the right to force people 
to send their children to them. Parents should hav 
free choice in this matter, and, although the church's 
thunders are only theatrical to men and women of 


by the New York legislature of the law exempting 
church property from taxation. This is the most 


their duty to do, if they can—a conference upon the 


acquainted, can always work to greater advantage 
than if strangers to each other. A good start was 
made last winter, and the fight should be persistently 
maintained. 

Finally, everybody ought to come to the Conven- 
tion for the good it will do themselvs and the cause, 
A small convention has no influence upon the public, 
while a large convention has immense influence. 

— —9—4——-—————— 
Catholic Persecution of Protestants. — 
Those provinces of Russia lying nearest the Baltic 


German descent. Naturally, what religion they hav 
is of Lutheran tendency. Of their opinions they are 
tenacious, and, like their ancestors, will fight to main- 
tainthem. These people speak the German language, 
and Germany is dearer to them than Russia. 

The government of Russia, partly for political and 
partly for religious reasons, has begun a persecution 
of these people. The political reason is that should 
Russia ever hav occasion to engage Germany in war, 
these provinces would be much more likely to help 
Bismarck than the czar.. The religious reason is— 
religion. The czar's government is therefore endeav- 
oring to force them into the Greek church, and thus 
obliterate German sentiment along the Baltic. All 
the children of mixed marriages are claimed by the 
authorities for the Greek church. One pastor has 
been sentenced to the mines for rebelling, and sixty 
others hav been summoned before the authorities for 
maintaining the religious rights of their people. 

There is nothing odd about this sort of thing. It 
is so common as to hardly excite comment, except in 
Infidel papers. The odd thing would be for two 
Christian sects to dwell together in peace, and the 
uncommon thing would be for the czar's government 
to manifest any toleration toward anybody. 


to devise practical steps to advance is the repealing 


appropriate work of the New York Freethinkers, and 
should be vigorously pushed. If Freethinkers from 
all parts of the state attend the Convention—as it is 


subject can be had, and a committee, when personally 


sea are mainly peopled by Germans, or by those of 


Editorial Notes. 


Joun P. Gunn, in writing of Mr. Reynolds's arrest, asks, 


in the Investigator - 


** Was it not Christians crazed by whisky that tried to drown the 


voice of reason in Boonton ?" 


No, it was not. The Christians were crazed by Christianity. 


————— 
So far as we hav observed, no religious journal has said a 


word about the arrest of Mr. Reynolds in Boonton for blas- 
phemy. We hav only a faint hope, however, that their silence 
springs from shame. More than likely, it proceeds from fear 
that some of their readers would expect them to condemn 
the arrest, and that they are unwilling to do. 


MERRIOK, Seaford, and Hempstead are villages within 


hailing distance of each other on Long Island, Hempstead 


being the center where men do congregate when there is any- 
thing going on. Messrs. Mollineaux, Jackson, and De Mott 
are Freethinkers residing in these towns, and each subscribes 
for Tus TRUTH SEEKER. Last fall they all attended the state 
Convention, solitary and alone. Each thought he was the 
only Freethinker within miles of his village, and felt intel- 
lectually isolated. After the Convention, Mr. De Mott 
thought an organization would be beneficial, and he adver- 
tised for others of his opinion. This resulted in bringing the 
three gentlemen together, and to-day they hav a Union, which 
is growing into a solid society, with a library and reading- 
room. We mention this to show the benefits of organization, 
and to urge Liberals in other places to take steps to make them- 
selvs acquainted with their Freethinking neighbors. Incident. 
ally, we may remark that the Convention at White Sulphur 
Springs will afford an excellent opportunity to find out who 
is a heretic. . 


Tux following is the alleged experience of a Christian who 
read Sunday newspapers. He writes it to a religious paper: 

* As a matter of personal duty, this question was decided by mea 
few months since, when, after reading the New York papers on 
Sunday morning, I discovered the effect it was having on my Chris- 
tian life. An inclination to substitute the newspaper for all other 
kinds of Sabbath reading was one of these effects. Another was 
that much of the time just previous to church service was devoted 
to interesting columns of secular news, and with the result that the 
mind, at its close, was not open and receptiv to the word of God; 
during church service it was the news of the day battling with the 
sermon, theprayers, and the hymns all the way through. This has 
been my own experience, and I know it to be the experience of 
many other Christians. What, then, ought we to do? In my.own 
case it was plain; I ordered my Sunday newspaper discontinued.” 

If Sunday newspapers are evangels of Infidelity, it is a 
good thing their publishers are just now pushing their circu- 


lation with great energy. 


Ture are those in this free republic who advocate the 
suppression and extinction of Socialists and Anarchists be- 
cause these latter doctrinaires are the sworn enemies of our 
present form of government, or the state, as it is popularly 
called. To the attention of such might be presented the 
following declaration: 

"We hold these truths to be self-evident: That all men are 
created equal; that they are endowed by their creator with certain 
unalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the pur- 
suit of happiness; that to secure these rights governments are in- 
stituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent 
of the governed; that whenever any form of government becomes 
destructiv of these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or 
abvolishit; . . . andforthesupportofthisdeclaration . . . 
we mutually pledge our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor.” 

Many may not recognize it, but the foregoing is from the 
Declaration of Independence of the United States. It is 
dated July 4, 1776, and signed by numerous distinguished 
patriots, among whom are John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, 
and Thomas Jefferson. It was supported by forceand arms. 
If it were dated July 4, 1886, what would we call those 


who should sign and support it ? 


A CORRESPONDENT of a Methodist paper, writing from Ber- 
lin, finds Protestant religion to be badly demoralized. Out 
of nearly a million and a half of population, Berlin has 
about 900,000 evangelicals, with only 70 churches, and 
“these hav a seating capacity for only 40,000 persons, so 
that if all the churches are full at the morning service there 
are still 860,000 persons deprived of that privilege; and if they 
are all filled again at night by those who did not attend in 
the.morning, there are every Sabbath in Berlin 820,000 people 
of the evangelical faith who did not attend divine worship 
that day. Why, there are not enough churches in Berlin to 
accommodate even the servants, for the number of these in 
the city is nearly 70,000 (65,981). .In the suburbs, meaning 
surrounding towns, there are 700,000 evangelicals, but only 20 
churches and 80 pastors. In the parish in which I am living, 
which is about a half-hour's watk from the heart of the city, 
there are’ nearly 30,000 souls, 1 church, and 3 ministers. 
Similar figures might be given of other cities. The parish of 
Schonfeld (Leipzig) has 40,000 souls, 1 church, and 3 minis- 
ters; the parish of Reudniss, 17,000 souls and 1 preacher. 
But this is not all. Would that it were! Not only is it im- 
possible for the people to attend church, it is impossible for 
the pastors to giv spiritual attention to the people. If we 
take 21 from the 120 ministers in Berlin—the 21 being work- 
ers in various institutes—we hav only one pastor for each 
9,000 souls." Notwithstanding this lack of religion, ‘the 
people hav respect for law, and are industrious, and home- 
loving, and serious.” But the correspondent, who is & min- 
ister, is morbidly anxious that the people shall get religior’, 
and inveighs almost fiercely against the Sabbath-breaking 
habits of the Germans. ‘‘ Religion,” he says, ‘fhas no 
greater enemy than the Sabbath-breaker. Destroy the sense 
of sanctity in the heart of a people for the Sabbath, and the 
religion of that people is a mere parody. Better a hundred 
Darwinites in a community than ten Sabbath-breakers.” 
What puzzles us is, if the people are so good without relig- 
ion, why should the church desire a change? Goodness is 
what the ministers profess to want. 
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Zellers from friends. 


Trnaoa, N. Y., Aug. 7, 1886. 
Mr. Eprron: Please find inclosed postal note for $1, to 
help support the New York State Liberal Convention. I 
cannot be there myself, but send this for the good of the 
cause I understand it to represent. Your illustrations are 
grand, to those who understand their application. 
Zenas KENT. 


GREELEY, Cor., Aug. 8, 1886. 
Mr. Epitor: On the ist and 2d of August we had 
- the pleasure of listening to two of those able and eloquent 
lectures—'* Universal Liberty," and “ The New Heaven and 
Earth "—by our fearless and brave lecturer of the American 
Secular Union, 8. P. Putnam. I would counsel friends of 
our cause all over the country to secure the services of 8. P. 
Putnam, if possible, for he is a fine speaker. He does not 
word his lectures in a way to giv offense to those who may 
differ with him, but he drives the truth home every time. 
Our Liberal people were delighted with him, and his mode 
of dealing with the question under discussion. , He is fearless 
and outspoken in his denunciations of priestcraft and its 
~ superstitions, and well he might be, for he advocates the 
cause of humanity, of reform, and of human progress. I 
reccived a letter from him to-day, stating that he would be 
with us again on August 17th and 18th. Bo we will hav 
another intellectual treat. 

Iam sorry Brother Reynolds has been so badly treated-in 
New Jersey. Why don't all you good people come to the 
glorious West, where a man can think for himself, and speak 
his honest convictions, witheut hindrance? The old states of 
the East are too conservativ, with a few exceptions, while 
the great West is growing rapidly in population, wealth, and, 
best of all, Liberal ideas. 

I second the motion of M. L. Sanders in Tur TRUTH 
SEEKER of August 7th in regard to publishing tracts for gen- 
eral distribution, and at an early day I will forward my mite 
toward paying expenses for publishing the same; and if you 
want & Liberal in this part of our country to distribute them, 
just send as many to me as you wish, and I will see to it that 
they are well distributed. J . W. LEIGETON. 


Wansuip, Uran, Aug. 10, 1886. 
Mr. Epiror: Please hand inclosed $2.50 to Mr. Reynolds, 
to help repair ‘‘ our” tent. Those Boonton, N. J., Christians 
ought to be sent to the orthodox heaven for. six months. 
Maybe they deserve a year, but twanging a harp and shouting 
glory to the lamb for a full year would be a fearful punish- 
ment. Truly the followers of the lowly one hav queer ways 
of ** doing unto others as ye would they should do unto you.” 
Ihope our friends will promptly send Mr. Reynolds funds 
to repair the tent and stand the law-suit with the Boonton 

cut-throats. Fraternally yours, ‘Wm. REYNOLDS. 


SALAMANOA, N. Y., Aug. 17, 1886. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find post- office money order 
for $12—$10 to pay subscription to Campaign Fund for the 
year past, $1 tó help repair the tent, and $1 for the annual 
meeting of New York state Freethinkers at White Sulphur 
Springs. Am a little late with my subscription, but suppose 
it is better late than never. JosEPH YORK. 


Aug. 10, 1886. 
Mr. Epiror: Please send my paper to Dayville, Conn. I 
am leaving this place in a few days—there are too many 
Christian cranks here to suit me. The man that owns the 
church here failed, and-never paid for the lumber, nor yet 
did he pay the men for building it; but he is a Christian, and 
loves the Lord, so I suppose it is all right. He will enter in 
by the straight gate, and receive a harp and a pair of wings. 

Amen! Mrs. Martua Hart. 


MASTERTON, WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND, 
July 18, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: I notice a great difference of opinion with 
regard to the cartoons. It seems to me those who still hav a 
corner of superstition left don’t like them. I fancy if the 
‘cartoons were on the last page, it would suit all parties— 

: those who do not like them can take off the last page, and 
giv it away. Another reason is, some are worth framing, 
or pasting up in à room or in a scrap-book. I wished to do 
so, but did not like to destroy the first page, and the reading 
matter on the second. I vote for them on the last page, or 
next to it, so I can be able to make an album. 

N. SrENHOUSx. 


. 
WAVERLEY, NEB., Aug. 8, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: Perhaps a few words in regard to Mr. 
Remsburg's lectures delivered here July 22d and 28d may 
not prove uninteresting to your many readers. Mr. Rems- 
burg is an earnest, able, and eloquent speaker, showing & 
thorough knowledge of his subjects, and bringing to bear 
upon them an array of evidence that is incontrovertible. 'To 
the Liberals his lectures were as a cool fountain of water to 
the thirsty traveler, so seldom hav we the opportunity of 
listening to discourses illuminated by the torch of reason, 
and not the product of the imagination alone. 

Our Christian friends were not so well pleased. Some pro- 
fessed themselvs thoroughly disgusted, while others were 
strongly impressed with the idea (inspired, I suppose) that 
he should be shipped instanter in a box-car. The clergy 
were conspicuous by their absence. Nevertheless, the fol- 
lowing Sunday the Methodist minister attempted to answer, 
in a roundabout way, whathe hadn't heard. He informed his 
hearers that Washington was a Christian, evidence or no evi- 
dence to the contrary; also ‘‘ that there had never been any 
real good accomplished in the world by anyone not a Chris- 
tian,” and much more in the same vein. 


uation. 
-of the “prominent” getting into disreputable company. 


Although the Liberals are but a handful ii numbers com- 
pared with the enemy, we are going to make an effort to 
secure the services of Mr. S. P. Putnam for one or two lect- 
ures on his return trip through Nebraska, that we may hav 
the double satisfaction of hearing the truth ourselvs and of 
having a parting shot fired into the Christian camp that will 
keep them in commotion the balance of this year of grace 
1886. Success to THE TRUTH SEEKER and to the cause of 
Freethought the world over. S. J. ©. 


Hopson, Wis., Aug. 8,-E.M., 286. 

Mr. Eprror: The illustration on the front page of your 
last week's issue, called, ‘‘ The Sabbatarian Scarecrow,” is 
an excellent one, and I will take great pains to show it to as 
many of my Christian friends as possible. It reminds me of 
a notice which appeared about two weeks ago in one of our 
local papers, and which I feel inclined to relate, not as any- 
thing uncommon—oh, no!—but just to show that the town 
of Hudson is not behind, as far as bigotry and superstition 
are concerned. Here is the ‘‘ scarecrow :” 


A PUBLIC PROTEST. 

We, the undersigned ministers of the gospel and citizens of Hud- 
son, in the name of religion, and in the interests of good citizen- 
ship, the morals of our community—especially of our youth—feel 
constrained to enter our immediate and earnest protest against the 
further violation of the Sabbath, in the excursion advertised to 
leave Stillwater next Sabbath. August ist, stopping at this place, as 
well as similar desecrations of the Lord's day. 

Signed by five ministers, and more than forty of the most prom- 
inent citizens. 


The above-named excursion took place on the announced 
date, but, in consequence of the ‘ protest," only a few per- 
sons—mostly laborers and the ‘‘lower class” of people— 
dared go to the landing when the boat arrived, for fear of 
losing their names as moral persons and good citizens. A 


few days later the church parties arranged an excursion, to 


take place on a week-day, and kindly fixed the fare so as to 
make it impossible for any poor person to participate, even 
if he would spend a day’s wages and risk the loss of his sit- 
So you see, again, this time there was no danger 


Now, I would like to ask the ‘‘ ministers of the gospel,” and 
all, if it is any more demoralizing to seek amusements and 
recreations on-Sunday than on any other day. I know that a 


trip on the lake or river, with splendid sceneries in view, 
listening to good music, is refreshing to both soul and body, 
and cannot be demoralizing. Those who hav immoral ten- 
dencies will find occasion to develop them, even if ** guarded” 
by the church; but of course the day that is too ''sacred^ 
for the celebration of our Independence Day is too sacred 
for anything. l 


Not wishing to take too much space, I will close with best 


wishes for THE TRUTH SEEKER and all truth seekers. 


CHARLES HANSON. 


Omana, Aug. 14, 286. 

Mr. Epiror: Your getting-better-every-day paper, the 
glorious TRUTH SEEKER, had a small article in it to-day about 
escaped nuns. Well, Iam not going to write about escaped 
nuns, but I am going to tell you something about an escaped 
Catholic, in the person of a young girl of nineteen summers. 
Her parents, being good Catholics, ill-used her so much that 
she left home, and for protection came to board with Mrs. 
Archibald. She was then working for the Elgin National 
Watch Company, but, she not being of age then, her father 
and mother met her one day at the gate of the watch factory 


‘with a covered carriage, and in a moment hustled her in and 


drove her to the priest, who ordered her, under penalty of 
dissolution from the church, to go back at once with her 
folks; and she, not being of age, had to go, and she remained 
at home as long as she could stand the hard usage of her par- 
ents, who would beat, kick, or strike her with whatever came 
to their hands; and, at the toe of her father’s boot, she ran 
from the house, and again came to our house for protection. 
She then being of age, the priest and whole fraternity of Cath- 
olic sisters combined to get her into their clutches again, but 
hav so far failed. They hav tried to persecute her in every 
way possible, but I am glad to know that she denounces the 
faith in tote, and I,think she will never again confess to a 
priest. She gave me a recital of a confession, which I will 
write for the benefit of your readers, if you think this letter 
worth publishing : 
GOING TO CONFESSION. 

First : “ Bay the prayer :” 

** Father, forgive me, for I am a sinner.” 

Second : ** Say the Confetior :” 

“ I confess to the mighty God, blessed Michael the arch- 
angel, blessed St. John the Baptist, the holy apostles St. 
Peter and St. Paul, and to all the saints in heaven, to pray 
to the Lord thy God for me; through my fault, through my 
fault (here strike your breast). 

Now comes confession to the priest; tell him all the sins 
you hav committed. 

If a girl, tell if you hav a fellow, and how late you. stay 
with him nights, and all about how you act, etc. 

Now say the act of contrition : 

“O my God, I am heartily sorry for having offended 
thee! 

“I detest my sins most sincerely. 

* Not only by them hav I lost all right to heaven, but 
deserve everlasting punishment of hell. Iam heartily sorry 
for offending thee, and I will do all I can to atone for my 
sins, and amend my life. Amen." 

Then the priest tells you whether you can go to holy com- 
munion, or not. 

It depends on how many lies they tell the priest. If they 
hav lied good to him, and made themselvs out pretty good, 
why, they can go to holy communion; but if they hav been 
honest, and told him the truth, and showed that they were 


not much better than he, they would hav to do-without that: 


holy rite,.and would hav to get on their marrow-bones, and 


count a lot of beads to do penance, and atone to this great, 
big, almighty God for their sins. ; 

Cartoons! yes, yes, let us hav them. I would send some 
money for their benefit, if I could; but I think I can soon. 
And Reynolds! I wish I had the means to help him fight 
those big-heads. I hope he will teach them a lesson that will 
prevent them, in future, disturbing honest people who are 
minding their own business. We are expecting a treat from 
Putnam in September. Long liv Tue TRUTH SEEKER, is the 
prayer of I. W. AROHIBALD.: 


Denver, Cor., Aug. 9, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: The Liberals of our beautiful city are all 
greatly pleased over the grand lecture delivered last night by 
S. P. Putnam, in the Taber Grand Opera House. The house 
was filled, and judging by the frequent applause that fol- 
lowed some of his most telling blows against orthodoxy, the | 
lecture was appreciated. 'The Liberals were very proud of. 
both the lecture and the speaker. 

As a general thing, I believe the people here are a broad, 
liberal-minded people, and accord to all the. privilege of fol- 
lowing the dictates of their own consciences; and especially 
so in the observance of Sunday. It is really a day of recrea- 
tion and rest here, and the railroads can hardly accommo- 
date the crowds of people who flock to'the mountain resorts 
on that day. 

There seems to be an inspiration in the grand old Rocky 
Mountains, and in the perpetual sunshine of Colorado, and 
one's ideas and nature broaden in unison with the immensity 
of the country by which we are surrounded. Living here in 
the shadow of the huge mountains, life takes on a grander 
meaning, and the old superstitions and narrow-minded views 
with which many persons come here seem to die out, and 
they emerge, free and untrammeled, into the beautiful sun- 
light of Freethought. 

Ibelieve the lecture last night caused an unusual demand 
for the dear old Trura SEEKER, for I went after mine this 
afternoon, and they were all sold, but I won't miss reading | 
it, for I can borrow it of my friends. 

I hope, on the return of Mr. Putnam next Sunday night, 
that he will find, if possible, a larger audience than before. I. 
wish we could hav just such an entertaining, good lecture 
every Sunday night. Miss M. I. PATTERSON. 


Newark, N. J., Aug. 15, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: Intelligence is the greatest wealth the god of 
nature can bestow, but itis lightly esteemed in America if the 
man lacks the almighty dollar. Man is taught to listen to the 
voice of truth; reason should overcome passion or preju- 
dice, and justice be over all. Avarice is à curse to man; it 
is the father of all crime. We read in holy writ that it is 
hard for rich men to get to heaven; they hav barely a single 
chance, while the poor hav many. But those rich Christians 
are willing to take their God, the almighty dollar, and take 
the half-chance to get to heaven, thereby proving they don't 
believe what they preach. Brothers Talmage and Beecher 
go for their dollars, and take their annual vacations .during 
dogdays, and come home and draw their pay; but the poor 
man has no vacation only when he dies—and then, if he is & 
Catholic, he can't go to heaven till he pays for a certain num- 
ber of prayers for the repose of his soul; no prayers, no 
heaven. So wealth is power. It is a great crime to be poor 
in this land of the free and the home of the aristocrat, 
where political thieves deal and dispense justice—if you are 
able to pay. No money, no justice or liberty. The politi- 
cians, aristocrats, and priests are the rulers of this great 
country, and if an intelligent man dares raise his voice 
against those frauds, he is quickly hurried before a political 
judge, and arraigned as a criminal and thrust into prison, 
where they tell him he ought to be hung. And if you refuse 
to shut your eyes and open wide your mouth, and swallow 
the blood, body, and soul of their God, they say you ought 
to be fried in a pan, as they did the Protestants long ago. 
They will even dictate to the judge and tell him that thé 
greater the intelligence the greater should be the punishment. 

Might makes right; that is all the justice or liberty we can 
get until we emancipate ourselvs from politicians. 

W. W. Morris. 


Newrort, Mx., Aug. 15, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: The question before the people is not, 
* The Joys of Heaven," or “Could Jesus Christ Write?" 
No one who has something to liv for, a purpose in life, cares 
anything about ‘The Joys of Heaven" or whether “ Jesus 
Christ Could Write” or not. But the question before the- 
people is, Has the producer the right to the full loaf he has 
produced, or shall some non-producing thief get one-half 
without labor? That is the question, gentlemen, and if you 
don't know it, I am here to inform you. 

If it was a crime for Nero to fiddle while Rome was burn- 
ing, it is a far greater crime to ignore the question of all 
questions, that of the rights of the producer. With the iron 
hand of despotism on the throat of the workers, it is à crime 
to be silent. 

The government under which we liv stands with its mur- 
derous feet on the prostrate forms of cvery wealth-producer 
in the land, and where are the voices and pens of most of the 
Freethinkers? Fiddling about something that is not worth 
the paper it is written on. 

What is the condition of the people in the cities, especially 
in Chicago? Is there not a reign of terror there? Where is 
our boasted free speech? It is mere mockery to talk about 
it—it is gone. 

Pilate and Herod—church and state—joined hands to 
keep the black man in slavery. Now they are doing the 
same thing to keep the wealth-producers in a worse condition 
than was that of the chattel slave. Priest and politician are 
both sold to the devil of selfishness, all to outrageously rob 
the people and make them slaves. 

If a hundred years hav proved that neither church nor 
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state can help us, then to whom shall we look for help if not 
to the Freethinkers? The press, above all things else, is the 
grand: educator, or the terrible démoralizer. Taz Teura 
` SEEKER is the one above all others to ring out its clear, clar- 
ion tones against despotism. The piratical craft, Church and 
State, is bearing down on us—let us clear the decks for action. 
Since writing the above I hav read J. Wm. Lloyd’s grand 
words. They hav the right ring, and with every pulsation 


of my heart I say, Here is my hand, and I giv you a brother's. 


blessing. What are those men in prison for? They are 
there because they hav seen fit to denounce a government 
that protects men who are & million times greater criminals 
than common robbers. If governments had not oppressed 
the people for thousands of years, such men as Parsons, 
Spies, and Fielden would never hav been born. And the 
-talk of.L. Tenney is the kind we heard before the war: 
‘(Hang Wendell Phillips, and there will be no more trouble.” 
Hanging and imprisoning people cures nothing. Why, the 
prisons from Liberia’s cold regions to Thomastown, Me., are 
all full now. Justice to the wealth-producers will prevent 
all this; but punishment, never. p^ 

Friends, don't think for & moment that it is blind chance 
that is at work in this mighty revolution. These men that 
are in prison may be hard, rough men, but there is intelli- 
gence behind all this, and they are the chosen instruments ; 
and their imprisonment or punishment will as certainly 
hasten the doom of this government as the law of compensa- 
tion is sure. To demand the punishment of these men is to 
side with the oppressor, which is precisely what was done 
with John Brown and others. But did that cure the terrible 


crime of slavery? Does not history repeat itself? Did not. 


the bloody conflict between the North and the South come 
in consequence of the crime of oppression of the black man? 
Will the cry:for the blood of these men cure anything? It is 
folly to think so. The foundation-stones in your stores and 
palatial mansions are cemented with blood, and they may 
hav to be washed out with the blood of their occupants. 
We shall see. . SEWARD MiTOHELL. 


Evrexa, July 29, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: I wish to put in my protest against certain 
principles that are advocated in articles that hav made their 
appearance in Tne TkUTE SEEKER of late. It seems to me 
that none but a crank would advocate such ideas—but per- 
haps I am a crank, too. I hold that all hav an equal right to 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, etc., but not to 
what there is of property in the world belonging to other 
people—a right to what they hav the ability and good. luck 
to acquire. ` ` : 

Suppose I go into the peanut business, and as business im- 
proves I hire.a boy or man to help sell; after a little he 
‘strikes for higher wages or fewer hours of work. I tell him 
I don't want him any more at any price, and he and his 
friends combine and boycott me, and mob anyone that I em- 
ploy in place of the striker. I consider it is an outrageous 
proceeding. Because I employed the boy once, must I 
always doit? He has no more claim on me than if I had 
never employed him, and it makes no difference if I hava 


: capital of $5,000,000 or $5—-and the strikes almost always 


are on when the times are the worst, and when the laborers’ 
work is of the least good to the capitalist. 

I think it is a credit to anyone to hav property to be-pro- 
tected by law; and that it goes to show that he is an honor- 
able man, too, for honesty is policy; if he is improvident, he 
can’t be honest or honorable long, but will borrow till bor- 
rowing is played out, and then he will take to something 
worse. When all are thrifty, hope and happiness prevail. 
Wealth has an elevating and refining effect, all other things 
being equal. 7 

Labor societies are a monstrous tyranny, not only on the 
public, but on their own members. A large part of them are 
forced into it by a few leaders and roughs. The industrious, 
hard-working, decent ones pay-the bills, and if they kick or 
leave the organization, they are scabs, and there is no chance 
or peace for them afterwards. I wish that the laws could be 
enforced, and that governors, mayors, etc., were more ready 
to put down riots; but they are afraid they might lose some 
of the rabble's votes. Take notice, Republicans, James G. 
Blaine belongs to the Knights of Labor. . I' wonder what that 
is for? Would he not join the Anarchists so long as he could 
ride into the presidency thereby? I think that he will miss 
it, and all will that humor such principles. I believe that 


` right and square dealing is the best even in politics. 


I think the so-called labor organizations hav been a failure 
to benefit the members or outsiders with time and money 
wasted in the last twenty or thirty years. But they divide 
humanity into classes, and separate them more and more dis- 
tinctly, which should not be in this land of equality. Instead 
of depending on himself and building up his own fortunes 
and the family’s, the workingman is looking for some big 
thing to be done by the society. They talk as if they repre- 
sented the labor iuterests of the country, and those -who 


' differ or oppose them are the enemies of the poor laboring 


man. They do not represent the labor of the country, but 
only a dangerous element of it. A large part of the men of 
capital that the Knights hav such a grudge against work 
harder, and nearly a third more hours out of the twenty-four, 
than they. The corner that capital makes on grain does not 
so much hurt as the corner on labor. Suppose that the 
farmers and stockmen (if it were possible) should combine 
and make a corner on eatables, what a howl we would hear 
from the labor reformers about the oppression of the laborer! 
And yet the farmer is the one that works long and hard! 

For what did those policemen and citizen soldiers carry 
arms, if they were not to be used to enforce the authority of 
the laws, and protect life and property? But then, you say, 
there were some innocent people killed or wounded. Yes, 
but all know that in bad company is a dangerous place, and 
no place for a good citizen. How wicked the soldiers were 


to disturb the rioters! And Milwaukee would not stand 
more than an hour's stoning and abuse, nor wait till the rab- 
ble could tear down the factory! Too bad! 

An article in TRE Truru Seeker of June 19th from the 
New York ‘Evening Post is about the size of the Anarchist 
idea. For the attempts at murder singly and wholesale, 
whether of king, citizen, or subject, and destruction of prop- 
perty, either in this country or any other, the perpetrators | 
should be treated like the raiding Apaches—all should join 
to exterminate them. 

The man that will not do anything for himself and family 
will not do well either in a public or private capacity for any- 
one else, as a rule. 

I think we hav a glorious country, and, with all its faults, 
the best the world has ever seen. We must try to perfect it 
and make it better as time goes on, and so in time help all 
humanity to something better. When we can establish 
strictly Secular schools throughout the land, where a practi- 
cal education will be taught, including industrial training for 
both sexes, and compulsory attendance enforced, then pov- 
erty will be less and less, and then we can begin to talk of 
the good time coming. I believe that doing right as policy 
should be taught, and the idea that because a man has wealth 
he got it by rascality from some one else should be exploded. 
That is the doctrin that Christianity teaches directly or in- 
directly. The dishonest man when he does get rich acquires 
it in spite of the dishonesty, and on account of good business 
ability, etc. : 

And now, Mr. Editor, and proprietors of Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER, I will conclude by wishing that you may make at 
least fifteen or twenty per cent on Tar TRUTH SEEKER invest- 
ment, and build up an establishment equal to the New York 
Herald in magnitude, and become capitalists ; and the cause 
of Freethought will grow and prosper with you throughout 
the land, because when Liberals become rich and fashionable 
then all the world will follow the fashion, and we will hav 
no moral-coward Liberals that dare not say their soul is their 
own, but all will be brave. 

Your heads are level about the pictures—they are à great 
thing for the cause of Freethought.. FLORIDA CRAOKER. 


BzrpiNa, Mion., July 22, 1886. 
Mr. Epiror: Mr. Close, our tried and true Liberal friend, 
has written the inclosed letter to the Belding Secular Society, 
and given us permission to hav it published in Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER if we thought best. If your space will permit, you 
can print and oblige Yours, etc., LUELLA K. WEBSTER. 


TO THE LIBERAL SOOIETY AT BELDING, MIOHIGAN. 

For more than forty years I hav given much earnest, and, 
I trust, honest thought to matters pertaining to religious be- 
liefs, and particularly to the orthodox Christian creeds and 
teachings prevalent in our land. 

And during the past fifteen years, having been a confirmed 
invalid, Y hav had more opportunity and cause to giv my at- 
tention to religious subjects than would hav been the case if 
my health had permitted me to take an activ part in the 
business affairs of life. 

My health has been such that I hav been merely ‘ linger- 
ing on the shores of time,” as our Christian friends some- 
times say. Christian friends hav often called my attention to 
the necessity of being prepared for the change that awaits us 
all, and as I could not possibly be the gainer by doing other- 
wise, I hav endeavored to determin whether theirs is the 
true and better way. 

The more I hav thought, read, and reasoned, the farther I 
hav: drifted from an acceptance of a belief in either of the 
many orthodox Christian creeds; and chiefly because the 
doctrin of eternal future punishment for belief, or unbelief, 
appears so unjust and monstrous that it is impossible to be- 
lieve it true. 

And without such belief the Bible and the whole orthodox 
Christian structure fails and falls, according to my under- 
standing of them. 

As to whether there is or is not a conscious state of exist- 
ence after death, I think we cannot positivly know, but it is 
well to cultivate a hope that there may be, because to most 
people the idea is enjoyable, and may be productiv of good 
if we also believe and giv paramount importance to the just 
and consistent theory that we shall start in future life as 
much.better as good words and deeds done here entitle us to 
become. 

This should be, and is, to all who are not blinded by the 
teachings of priestcraft, a better and greater stimulus toa 
good life here than the established doctrin of Christianity 
which teaches that sin or wrong will be pardoned by asking 
God, through prayer, or by the priest at the confessional. 

In order to show the fallacy of such teaching, let us apply 
the principle to the punishment for crime in our enlightened 
land. To illustrate, take the murder of President Garfield 
8s an instance. Apply this rule of pardon for the asking: 
The assassin only need petition the court earnestly in a peni- 
tent manner for pardon and it should hav been granted. The 
judge would, in obedience to this law of forgivness, hav 
been in duty bound to order the clerk to enter upon the 
records the application for pardon, and also that the culprit 
be set free; and if he were so disposed he might repeat the 
same or any crime he chose as often as he pleased, and go 
scot-free according to God's law and his justice. 

How preposterous and void of all force, as & preventativ 
of crime, such a law would appear to all intelligent people, 
in this, our so-called Christian land! It would hardly be 
thought worthy of consideration for a moment. But this 
would only.be in perfect accord with the teachings of our 
much-lauded Christian theology, and God's justice as taught 
in the Bible. And this is probably the principal reason why 
the records of crime show that about ninety-nine of every 


one hundred of the criminals in our land are either members | 


of some Christian church or profess à belief in the truth of 
the Christian religion. 
It cannot be successfully denied that a rule of law, both 


moral and civil (as also the laws of nature), teaching that 
those who break the laws will surely be punished according 
to the magnitude of the crime, would be far more efficient in 
preventing sin, crime, or wrong than this theological law, 
the invention of priestcraft for the purpose of sustaining and 
building up church organization and keeping the people 
subordinate to the priesthood—who hav in all ages endeav- 
ored, by all manner of devices, to lead mankind in some 
blind mysterious way that would enable them (the priests) 
to liv in ease and comfort—if not opulence—at the expense 
of those who, in the main, toil for their daily bread, and also 
to create a surplus of wealth, without which enlightened 
civilization and improvements in the arts and sciences would 
be impossible. 

It is more than probable that many of the labor 
troubles that now afflict the world are the result of the great 
accumulation of church property that escapes taxation, 
amounting te the vast sum of seventy-two million dollars in 
the city of New York alone. 

In order to more fully illustrate why I could not accept 
the fundamental doctrins of Christianity as just and true, I 
will relate some things that are known to me from personal 
experience. 

Some years ago, a family, who had struggled and toiled as 
those who carve a home from the. wilderness with small 
means hav to do, was beginning to fail in health in conse- 
quence. But they (the parents) were cheered by the help of 
a very dutiful, intelligent son, about sixteen years old, who 
gave hope of a great help in their declining years. ButGod, 
in his wise providence (as Christians told them), saw fit to 
remove him by death very suddenly. Although the parents 
never had made any religious profession, out of respect for, 
and in compliance with, the customs of the community, they - 
employed a Baptist preacher to officiate at the funeral. 

The preacher had known the boy intimately for several 
years, and thought highly of him; indeed, considering their 
disparity in years, they were more than usually intimate. 
But, as the young man had not made any religious profes- 
sion, and had arrived at the age of accountability, what 
could or should he say in regard to his future state? 

His humanity was so much better and larger than his 
religion and his creed that he did not feel it in his heart to 
say that the immortal soul of the boy had probably just com- 
menced an eternity of misery. But if Christianity is true, 
that was the most important point for him to impress upon 
the minds of his audience. The demand for it is as great as 
the difference of a few years of life here and an eternal 
future life of happiness or misery. 

And so thought a few of the older members of his church ; 
therefore they took him to task for a neglect of duty. He 
was reminded that another opportunity might never again 
occur that would enable him to make so great am impres- 
sion on the minds of the parents, and convince them of the 
truths of Christianity. 

The matter finally culminated in a difference in the society 
‘to that extent that several members were excluded. In 
about a year another member of the same afflicted family 
was laid by the side of his brother in the cemetery. This 
time it wassa little child of ten years, who had been an in- 
valid and a terrible sufferer all his life. The same preacher 
was again called to officiate at the funeral. Thinking per- 
haps to make some amend for the fault that some charged 
him with in the other case, he told the parents, in a very im- 
pressiv manner, that God had caused this dear little one to 
suffer as it had done for the purpose of bringing the parents 
to him, that they might be saved from the tortures that 
await all who remain unconverted, are not born again, etc. 

or the parents this was too much, particularly the mother, 
who had known, as only a mother could, the intense suffer- 
ing of her dear little one during all the long, weary days and 
nights of those ten years. To her the thought would come, 
* What kind of a God is this you ask me to love and wor- 
ship that he should cause our innocent child to suffer thus? 
It is an outrage upon every principle of justice, love, and 
benevolence, and if he, infinit as you say he is, in foreknowl- 
edge, power, etc., could do and has done this thing, he is more 
of a demon than a God of love and mercy, and you need not 
ask me to worship him, for I cannot, and would not if I 
could.” And, although not an unbeliever before, she has 
been ever since, and probably always will be. 

And now, Liberal and Freethought fricnds, in view of 
these and many other inconsistencies and false teachings that 
Christianity has promulgated, and which hav a controlling 
influence in our land, let us endeavor to learn, teach, and 
practice a better way. There certainly should be a principle 
and theory better than that which teaches mankind to wor- 


ship a being as a creator who, with attributes all infinit, 
has created this world, as well as the whole universe, 
caused it to be inhabited with millions of intelligent people, 
and destined them to liv through all the endless ages of eter- 
nity in another life ** where the smoke of their torment 
ascendeth for éver and ever "—after having thrust them into 
this life without their knowledge or consent, after allowing 
them to liv here a few years of mingled pleasure and pain, 
consigns them to an eternity of misery. And for what? I 
cannot conceive any reason, unless it be to gratify a spirit of 
vindictivness. ] 

This (the Christian doctrin) is certainly too horrible to be 
true, and therefore should not be taught. Therefore let us 
work for the removal of this terrible incubus that priestcraft 
has fastened on the minds and hearts of mankind. Let us 
all talk, and work, and in every way act in such a way as to 
promote the happiness of everybody and all things in this 
life; cultivate and sustain whatever will enhance and cause 
to grow a spirit of friendship and good-will, in all our busi- 
ness and social relations; let temperance, industry, honesty, 
and charity, be prominent, and control all our best efforts; 
let us put aside everything pertaining to belief in some yn- 
known, and, as I think, unknowable, future existence, and 
work out a salvation for this life that shall help make it 
happy and enjoyable, hoping and fearing for a hereafter 
only to that extent that will help us here and now. 

' Converse CLOSE. 
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Children’ s Corner, 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
` this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour.” 


Our Friends? Rear-Guards. 


We find, while studying our friends, 
That some hav hoofs, some nails, 
Some dreaded weapons at both ends, 

Some character in tails. 


Some trail their tails along their tracks ; 
Some hook them up a wee; 

Some curl them high above their backs; 
Some hang and swing them free. 


Some tails are twisted, some are straight, 
While some hav shrinking manners ; 
Some short, or long, or moderate ; 
Some held aloft as banners. 


Some tails serve but as ornaments; 
Some dare attack their foes; 

‘Some, too, hav queer accomplishments ; 
As India’s falcon knows. 


Some own but one, and some hav none; . 
Others hav many tails; 

Submariners these, and some are known 
To use them coiled for sails. ' 


Some rudders are on aerial ships; 
Some paddles in the sea, 

Some forked, some tapered to their tips ; 
Some sometimes wag with glee. 


Some tails are hinged a good way back; 
Some less aloof there are; 

Some form the body, make the track, 
Yet hav of grace their share. ' 


Some tails, like trail of ball-room belle, 
More trouble are than good ; 

Some that in gorgeousness excel 
Unfold in vainest mood. 


Tails serve a8 tools, and serve as toys, 
And some as good fly-switches ; 
While 80me are useful a8 decoys— 
All hav their proper hitches. 
DAGMAR MARIAGER. 


[The above lines refer to mules—teeth and heels ; 
to eel, tiger, dog; cow; to pig, ox; squirrel; to bird 
of paradise, alligator, and the lizard of India, 
which, to escape the pursuing bird of prey, de- 
taches its, tail, leaving it dancing to attract and 
bewilder ita foe; to frogs, tentacled fish, and the 
nautilus, which curls its members into a single 
wheel; to birds on the wing, swallows, fish, dog, 
etc.; to four-footed, two-footed, and, no-footed 
animals (moles); to peacocka, beaver, kitten, cows, 
and several species of wild animals that wave their 
nila greet to attract the curiosity of their prey.— 

D. 


+e —— ———— 
Only Common Salt. 


' Very common, indeed, is salt, but it is one 
of the most important articles in use. It is 
the only mineral substance proverbially used 
everywhere by man and beast. Its use is of 
ancient origin. In olden times, when it was 
the custom to offer sacrifices to Jehovah, the 
burnt sheep and oxen were seasoned with 
salt to make them more palatable. It was 
formerly the custom to rub new babies in 
salt to giv them strength, as was thought. 
It was considered a mark of hospitality to 
offer salt to a guest, which is still kept up in 
some Eastern countries. To eat salt with 
one was thought to perpetuate friendship. 

To spill the salt was considered an ill 
omen, and foretold a quarrel—which, another 
‘superstition asserts, might be averted by 
burning some of the spilled salt upon the 
stove. 

Table salt is made from brine, and is found 
in various parts of the world, notably in 
Syracuse, N. Y.; but there are several dif- 
ferent kinds of salt, prepared after different 
forms., The brine is pumped up from below 
the surface into large vats, and is passed into 
big iron pans. The water is then boiled, and 
the salt crystals form, which are drawn into 
ovens and subjected to great heat, which 
hardens them, so that they can be crushed 
fine, when it is sifted and is then ready for 
market. 

‘In making coarse salt, the sea water is run 
into shallow ponds right from the ocean. 
The entrance to the pond is closed, and the 
sun and the wind make the salt. If it is very 
dry and windy, the salt will be a good article, 
but if damp and not very windy weather pre- 
vails, the salt will be fine-grained and a poor 
quality. The West Indies furnish a good 
deal of salt, the best known being Turk’s 
Island and Curacoa. Russia, Algeria, Ire- 
land, Santo Domingo, England, and Lousi- 
ana furnish what is termed rock salt, which 
is very pure and clear from foreign atoms. 

The value of salt for flavoring and pre- 
serving cannot be estimated, and it is grateful 
even to cattle, who would die if not: given a 
certain quantity with their food. 

It is useful as a tonic in small quantities, 
and very effectiv in checking hemorrhages. 
It has been known. to cure some forms of 


dyspepsia, and salt-water baths are consid- 
ered stimulating and luxurious. 

Plato called salt ‘‘a substance dear to the 
gods,” but, whether the gods care for it or 
not, we know it is healthful and beneficial to 
man, and that without it he would be apt to 
pine, sicken, and die. 8. H. W. 

———— 9 4-—————— 
Amusing Philosophy.—No. 1. 

Tur Wacon WnEEL.—We need not wander 
into the realms of abstract science, nor study 
the concrete problems of philosophy, to find 
things that are striking and strange. The 
most common objects, if closely observed, 
are found to hav properties that are even 
startling. For instance, think of the wagon 

"wheel. How many people know that the 
upper part of the. wheel has a much greater 
velocity than the lower part? Even a major- 
ity of teamsters hav not observed this, and 
nine-tenths of the ‘‘learned folk” hav never 
thought of it. Yet it is a fact that the upper 
extremity of the wheel goes, not only much 
faster than the lower extremity, but more 
than a million times as fast—yes, more than 
ten billion times as fast! In fact, there is one 
point of the wheel that never moves, and that 
is the lower extremity—the point that falls in 
a line perpendicular to the axle. : 

It will readily be seen that the tire of the 

wheel revolves about the axle with the same 
velocity that the wagon moves forward. Then, 
since the upper extremity moves in the same 
direction as the wagon, it has its own velocity 
plus the wagon’s velocity, which givs it twice 
the velocity of the wagon; and since the 
lower extremity moves in a direction opposit 
to that of the wagon, it has its own velocity 
minus the velocity of the wagon, which leaves 
it no velocity; therefore, it never moves. 

This may be made to seem paradoxical, 
however, when we urge the objection that if 
the lower extremity of the wheel never moves, 
it cannot change its position, and a point, 
once on the ground, must remain there. But 
it is easily seen that when the point, in a line 
drawn perpendicular to the center, moves, it 
is no longer the lower extremity; or, in other 
words, when any point in the tire has fallen 
to the ground, it must stop before it begins to 
rise, and as soon as this point has begun to 
rise another takes its place, so there is always 
one point that is not moving. ' 

Osceola Mills, Pa. Wirniaw Soorr. 

er 
The Little Householder. 

** Oh, yes, I hav all kinds of tenants,” said 
a kind-faced old gentleman; ‘‘ but the one I 
like the best isa child not more than ten 
years of age. A few years ago I got a chance 
to buy a piece of land over on the west side, 
and I did so. I noticed that there was an old 
coop of a house on it, but paid no attention 
toit. After a while a man came to me and 
wanted to know if I would rent it to him. 

** * What do you want it for ? said I. 

“Toli in,’ he replied. — 

‘+s Well,’ I said, ‘ you can hav it. 
what you think it is worth to you.’ 

‘The first month he brought $2, and the 
next month a little boy who said he was the 
man’s son came with $3. After that I saw 
the man once in awhile, but in the course of 
time the boy paid the rent regularly, some- 
times $2 and sometimes $3. One day I asked 
the boy what had become of his father. 

** * He's dead, sir,’ was the reply. 

“ «Js that so? said I. ‘How long since? 

“t More'n a year,’ he answered. 

“ T took his money, but made up my mind 
that I would go over and investigate, and the 
next day I drove over there. The old shed 
looked quite decent. 
and & little girl let me in. I asked for her 
mother. She said she didn’t hav any. 

** t Where is she? said I. 

“ * We don't know, sir. She went away after 
my father died, and we've never seen her 
since.’ 

“Just then a little girl about three years 
old came in, and I learned that the$e three 
children had been keeping house together for 
a year and a half, the boy supporting his two 
little sisters by blacking boots and selling 
newspapers, and the elder girl managing the 
house and taking care of the baby. Well, I 
just had my daughter call on them, and we 
keep an eye on them now. I thought I 
wouldn’t disturb them while they are getting 
along. The next time the boy came with the 
rent I talked with him a little and then I said: 

** My boy, you're a brick. You keep right 
on as you hav begun, and you will never be 
sorry. Keep your little sisters together and 
never leave them. . Now, look at this.’ 


Pay me 


** * T showed him a ledger in which I had en- 


tered up all the money that he had paid me 
for rent, and I told him it was all his with in- 


I knocked at the door | 


terest. ‘You keep right on,’ says I, ‘and I'll | to heaven.” I say, ''I don’t want to go there, 


| be your banker, and when this amounts to a 


little more PII see that you get a house some- 
where of your own. That’s the kind of 


tenant to hav."—ORZcago Herald. 
——— —4-$-9— ————— 


Our Puzzle Box. 


1.—4A REBUS. 
** An insect small that injures grain,” 
To farmers quite an evil; 
Three izle figures name it plain, 
And it rhymes to call it 5, 1, 50. 

Irwin, Iowa. J. K. P. BAKER. 

3.—WHAT OANNOT BE DONE. 

You cannot construct a triangle with sides 
respectivly 12 inches, 8 inches, and 4 inches. 
Try it. Wa. Soorr. 

8.—ENIGMA. 
My first is in hat, not in cap ; 
My second is in hit, not in slap ; 
My third is in horse, not in cart ; 
My fourth is in meet, not in part; 
My fifth is in peach, not in cherry ; 
My sixth is in ship, not in ferry ; 
My seventh is in spade, not in shovel ; 
My eighth is in mansion, not in hovel; 
My ninth is in white, not in black ; 
My tenth is in front, not in back ; 
My eleventh is in ties, not in track; 
My whole was a Liberal writer. 
Burr Oak, Mich. Lez Hincuer. 


4.— REBUS. 


5.—OONUNDRUM. 


Why will not this youngster 

Giv the horse a bit of hay ? 
Can any little reader 

The conundrum answer, pray? 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN'S OORNER, 
AvGusT 14, 1886. 

1.—590 rods. 2.—Whooping cough, hic- 
coughs, teething, sore eyes (hoop in coffee- 
cups, tea-things, oer eyes). 3.—Because 
they are getting stove in. 

Sotvers.—H. J. Messinger, Abby Covel. 

tO — — — 


Correspondence. 


Mr. ArroN, Pa., Aug. 11, 1886. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I hav been trying to 
et mamma to help me write & letter for the 
orner; but she says, ‘‘ No, you must write 
it yourself." So here you hav it. My papa 
is taking Toe TRUTH SEEKER on trial. e all 
are so delighted with it that I think we could 
never do without it. I like the Children's 


Corner very much. I am anxious to help the Sabbath-Breaking 


cause along. Iam a Liberal every time, and 
so are all my folks. Iam ten years old.’ I 
hav a little brother, Eli, seven years old. He 
says he would like to write, too. I hav two 
large brothers; one often writes for papers. 
Little brother and I go to school when school 
keeps. It is vacation now. Iam in the in- 
termediate room. Our last year’s teacher was 
a splendid Christian, and believed in forcing 
the Bible doctrin on the children in the way 
of pounding and kicking. He is a great sci- 
entist, but his science is no more true than 
his Bible. One day he told us that, if we dig 
twenty-five miles in the earth, we will come 
to the other side. One of the girls said, 
«What side?" ‘Why, China, of course.” 
We are a-going to hav a teacher next year 
that knows something. Then our backwoods 
buckwheat will get left, and will hav to farm 
it. 

This is a Catholic town, and I hav heaps of 
fun with the Catholic children. They say: 
** Oh, you little Infidel, what are you? You 
don’t believe in the church, and you won't go 


if all the Catholics are there.” 


Well, I will close; hope this will do to - 


GEORGE Farronirp. 


publish. -If so, I will write again. 


Hienrowzn, FonsyrH Co., QA., 
July 30, 1886. 

Dear Miss Wixon: When I wrote before, I 
did not hav much idea of seeing it in print. 
Consequently, I hav received several pack- 
ages, for which I write this, thanking the 
donors from the bottom of my better judg- 
ment. This is the time of year that our Chris. 
tian friends meet to appease their God by sev- 
eral protracted meetings. They are all marked 
off for next month, and you ought to be here 
to help sympathize with me. Such howling, 
bawling, dancing, slapping of hands, you 
néver saw or heard. hey generally all 
become reconciled by the last of September. 
I like the pictures and Children's Corner very 
much. Thanking you and the readers of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, I shall close. i . 

NeLrLy H. Gurarey. 


Crpar Raping, Ia., July 31, 286. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I hav been a con- 
stant reader of Tae TRUTH SEEKER for a 
long time, Children’s Corner especially. The 
short stories sre splendid. I hav been visit- 
ing out West for the last month, and learned 

to row. Some of' us girls were playin 
prayer for fun; my little cousin said, “ iri 
die before I wake, I pray thee send me to 
Aunt May’s to be cremated.” Aunt May 


(whom I liv with) is an enthusiast on cre.. 


mation, and has converted her boy, myself, 
and cousin. I am enjoying vacation splen. 


|didly, Iam studying hard to fit myself for 


the battle of life, so I can help myself and 
others also. If you think this worthy of a 
place in Children’s Corner I will write again. 

MAUDE JACKSON. 

SALEM, ILL., Aug. 11, 1886. 
Dzar Miss Wrxon : It is with pleasure that 
I state. that my friend of North Carolina, Mr. 
Rideout, is still my correspondent, and has 
sent a leaflet of pictures which I admire very 
much. I am attending an institute in the city 
of Salem, as that is our county seat. I like it 
very much. We hav not had a good rain 
here for nearly two months, and you may 
imagin about the condition of things. There 
is a large negro camp-meeting here at the 
fair grounds. They always charge ten cents 
at the gate Sunday nights and then go around 
and beg some eight or ten dollars at the 
amphitheater. I think if they wanted to do 
God & favor they would not ask for money; 
but as it is they all seem to love the Lord, 
but at the same time I think they like that 
almighty dollar better than the Lord, as they 
callit. Well, I will close for this time, wish-, 

ing you success. Rurvs O. WILLIAMS. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; J. M. Pryse and J. 
M. Burgler, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 
prise, the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and generall 

o the practical solution.of the problem o ntegrali 
Co-operation. Price, $1 a year; 50 cents for six 
months; 25 cents for three months. Advertis- 
ments of a nature suited to the character of this 
publication will be received in limited numbers at 
reasonable rates. As a condensation of its doc- 
trins it puts forward its mottoes : ** Collectiv Own- 
ership and Management for Public Utilities and 
Conveniences—The Community Responsible tor 
the Health, Usefulness, Individuality, and Secur- 
ity of Each." s 


J. E. Remsburg's Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 
Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remgburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
Church and the Republic. 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 


Vices Sanctioned by Scripture: Falsehood and 
Deception ; Cheating; Theft and Robbery ; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Warso 

Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft ; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents ; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
` under the following heads: Origin of the Bab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
criptures and the Sabbath ; Hxamination of 
Sun ay Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the ristian Fathers; The 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws. Price, 5 cents ; six copies, $1.00. 


Thomas Paine. ‚The Apostle of Re- 

igious and Political Liberty. Tells the stor 

of the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. Choice extracts from “Common Sense,” 
** American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents ; 
cloth, 75 cents. 
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So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that THE TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Binit- 
cal Works. 
By THOMAS PAINE, 
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numerous illus- 
PERE x trations. 
e object of the work is to point out the myths 
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nary beauty.”—Dr. Henry W, BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A' Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


| Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 


other Agnostic Poems; Price, 10 cts. 
For all of the above addres 
THE TRUTH SEEKER co. 
33 Clinton Piace, New York. 


Charles Wattss Works. 


The History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and lettered. Price,$1.25. CONTENTS : 
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oman's ay ut. Rop., » paper, 10c, Love and 
Transition. ootio, in wo parts; an pic and an 


larism; Science and Bible, Anta onistic 
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on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 


view. 


Large and Handsome Print. 
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The characters are 80 "Hu eer vividly drawn 
that the interest in their fate becomes intense as 
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INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT | nychewsky's “ What's To Be Done?" we cannot 
Of Europe avoid the conclusion, that something must hav 
e 


happened, to the society for the suppression of 
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Crystal Palace School of Art, Science, and 
Literature, 

74. The Descent of -Man; and selection in relation 
to Sex. By Charles Darwin. In.& parts. 
15 cents each. 


Add~-ss THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


558 


VHE TRUTH SEEKER, AUGUST 28, 1886. 


er lS SSS Ss Ss SS SSS SSS Ss en n azat'R—— 8" 


Solenhofen.* 


Under-world of Solenhofen, 
Tell me what thy tablets hold, 
Trace for me thy buried ocean, 
Yield thy white-veiled bride of old; 
Solenhofen’s primal glory, 
Annals of her early dead, 
` Left to later song and story 
Aught the Runic sages said. 


Treasure-trove of monsters olden, 
Winged life and perfect forms, 

Gift of all the ages golden, - : 
White beds hold thy 'prisoned charms. 

Swarming hosts and herding creatures, 
Bird and beast in one are blent, 

Joining past to clearer futures— 
Evolution’s monument. 


Falling on thy mighty marches, 
Fatherland across the sea, 
Sounding ‘neath the waking arches 
Chimings from thy gilded key. 
In the distance, Solenhofen, 
Footfalls on the dreamy Rhine, 
Heard beyond the German Ocean, 
Wand'ring in thy gal’ried mine. 


Solenhofen, weird with wonder, 
Let pale science ask of thee 
Threads of light thy white hills under 
Mend her fortunes o'er the sea; 
Strands of deeper thought that denser 
Weave her records, stronger grown, 
Granit page, the world’s dispenser— 
Solenhofen, claim thine own. 


All thy white walls’ hoarded treasures 
Volumes be of ancient lore; 
Poets soon shallsing the measures 
Ringing from that Saxon shore. 
Tell them, Solenhofen, biding 
Over the tomb of peopled swells, 
Songs the storied years were hiding 
In their argosy of shells. 


Rhineland, sweeping to the ocean 

Ere the Saxon bow was drawn, 
Cradled low at Solenhofen 

Features of the whispered dawn. 
Dusky morn of savage races 

Dreamed of no bright zenith’s brim, 
Sought no smile on kindred faces, 

In the shallows murk and dim. 


Nature reared her mountain steeples 
In the cloistered twilight days, 
And no cry of belis nor peoples 
Thrilled tbe narrow, beaten ways. 
Not a bark upon the ocean; 
Not a lover on the leas, 
Yet a bride was Solenhofen— 
Wedded to the centuries, 
Clearwater, Neb. Many Barrp-Fincs. 


*The Solenhofen beds are a famous group of 
lithographic slates found at Solenhofen, in Bava- 
ria, singularly rich in well-preserved fossils, in- 
cluding many insects, several saurians, several 
species of pterodactyls, and a wonderful bird. 
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Book Notices. 


Tne Orrimism or RatpH WALDO Emerson. 
By Wm. F. Dana. Cloth; pp. 64. Price, 
"5 cents. Boston: Cupples, Upham & 
Co. Can be had through this office. 


This book is written in a clear and fasci- 
nating style, and is a thoughtful and important 
work, which thinkers may with profit read 
and ponder. Its drift may be well indicated 
by subjoining its table of contents: ‘‘ The 
necessity of knowing the thought-tendency 
of the age in which a man livs; Review of 
nineteenth century ideas; Cause of tle gen- 
eral pessimism; Emersons system of opti- 
mism; Conclusion.” Our space will giv room 
for a few random extracts: l 


“ Thenineteenth century, as a literary epoch, 
dates back to a time much before the year 
1800. The appearance of Voltaire really 
marks the opening of the era. Of all the men 
of his time, Voltaire worked most in the 
modern spirit. With him, properly, any ac- 
count of recent thought should begin. . . . 
Thus, then, to sum up what I would hav to 
say as to the cause of nineteenth century 
pessimism: The root of our difficulties is in 
the fact that we hav lost faith in a revealed 
religion. We do not believe the Bible an in- 
spiredbook. Hence we hav to form a religion 
by ourselvs out of the materials within us and 
about us. It has seemed impossible to us, 
unless we abandoned our reason, to believe 
that what appears to us good and evil could be 
all.good. For such a belief we needed a 
divine assurance; and that, we feel, has 
never been given to the world. Ani 
if our faith in the Bible as a divinely in- 
spired book is taken from us, what is left? 
What aim can we hav which may not at once 
be shown & mere personal caprice, or, at 
best, a blind faith? We are all told to work 
for others’ good; but why so work? ‘I do 
not care to) We are commanded to obey 
our conscience. But why our conscience? 
*I see not the need.’ $ We still, 
however, persist in seeking a solution to 
the problem; and, still always falling, 
we are thrown into despondency, and 
despair, and pessimism. nto such an 
age of intellectual gloom, and with such 
questions before him, came Ralph Waido 
Emerson, one of*the few higher, spirit- 
ual voices of the century who hav spoken in 
clear, unmistakable tones of hopefulness and 
cheer. A mind of such temper, ready 
to look at everything unflinchingly, could not 
fail to regard revealed religion as a thing in- 
comprehensible, and even impossible. * Tbere 
was too strong a belief in reality, and too high 
a confidence in the universality and inflexibil- 
ity of natural laws. And such really was the 
fact with Emerson. He did not believe in 


| the divinity of Christ, nor yet in the inspira- 
tion of the Bible. To him such statements 
were unintelligible. The difficulty, 
then, according to Emerson, was that man 


was not obedient enough to nature. Hg 
either did not know, or did not mind, bér 
laws scrupulously ehough. The world f 
good, but laws there were which man 
heed. Unless he did so, not only he, b 
descendants, might suffer the conseqyences 
of his neglect. Disease was the regnit of 
some infraction of nature's laws, eitHe 
our own part or on the part of others. 
we hav to learn is to be more submis 
the unhalting law ; and, when disaster chmes, 
to remember that better a thousand timd& our 
disaster than any swerving from the prinWiple 
of cause and effect." 


Tue PgopPLE's PROBLEM. AND rrs SoLuTioy. 
By Wm. H. Lyon. Cloth; pp. 166. Pricéd 
75 cents. Order through this office. 

This book, the author states, represents to 
a considerable extent the views of the leading 
Knights of Labor, and thoroughly indorses 
some of the most important principles of that 
order. 'The author first reviews the present 
unfortunate condition of wage-workers in a 
chapter from the table of contents of which 
we gather the following heads: ‘‘ Increase of 
wealth and poverty—Terrible condition of sew- 
ing women—Labor-saving machinery has not 
lightened toil—It broadens chasm between 
rich and poor—Disappointing effects of eman- 
cipation—Bosh of political economists—Rail- 
way consolidation—Description of bonanza 
farms—Dismal outlook—Failure of represent- 
ativ government—Recent riots—World trem- 
bling on verge of revolution.” Next isareview 
and condemnation of most proposed reme- 
dies. On Prohibition the author remarks: 
“ The average wages of our working classes 
will barely provide the common necessaries 
of life, and intemperance therefore cannot be 
alone to blame. There is also an important 
fact which is often overlooked. Statistics 
show, as a frequent, if not a general thing, that 
drunkenness among the working class is the 
effect and not the cause of poverty. They 
drink to forget their misery, and remember 
their poverty no more.” He next considers, 
and pronounces inefficient, the proposed rem- 
edies of ** more currency, lessening overpro- 
duction, going West, opening foreign mar- 
kets, free trade, protection, Christianity, edu- 
cation, Henry George’s scheme,” and many 
others. Codperation is also examined, and 
pronounced an insufficient solution. 

His own proposed remedy we cannot here 
treat in detail. Among its main features are 
the possession by the government of- the tele- 
graphs, railroads, mines, manufactures, and 
much other property; and a substitution for 
the present representativ legislativ system of 
a system of elections and law-making directly 
by the people. 

The book is well written, and is unusually 
well supplied with verifying facts, figures, 
and statistics. . A 


SorgzNok Economio Discussion. 12mo; pp. 
186. Price, 50 cents. New York: The 
Science Company. Can be had of this 
office. 


The publishers of Science hav just issued a 
valuable contribution to the present moment- 
ous discussion of economic questions. The 
volume is made up of eleven articles, con- 
tributed by the most distinguished representa- 
tivs of varying schools of economics. Both 
the new and the old school are represented, 
each criticising the other’s contributions. It 
is evident that a discussion of this nature 
must be of the. highest value in elucidating 
the truth of the matter. We cannot quote at 
length any of the valuable thought with 
which the volume is. filled, advising our 
readers to buy and read it themselvs; and 
can find space for only the following sentences 
illustrating the deference that the most con- 
servativ are now being forced to pay radical- 
ism: ‘To understand any organism better 
than others means to hold opinions about it 
which differ from those ordinarily current. 

Every political economist who has done 
anything to advance the science has at one 
time been thought to go too far in some re- 
spect. Adam Smith is now considered a con- 
servativ, but in his day he was called a 
dangerous man; and he has even been re- 
proached with Socialism. Adolph Wagner, 
in Germany, who is now found to be a pillar 
of conservatism, was a few years ago consid- 
ered so radical that prudent men doubted his 
ability to accomplish good. The common re- 
proach has always been, ‘ He goes too far.’” 


Manous Brurus AND Orner Verses. By 
Walter Hubbell. New York: Brentano 
Bros. Price, 50 cents. Can be had 


through this office. 

The author is an actor of reputation, who 
has before written & valuable biographical 
and genealogical work. The book is per- 


vaded by an enlightened tone of thought 
which must be welcome to those who hav 
edef poetry perverted to the service of 


#superstition.~Erom a poem entitled “ Icon- 


oclastic Reason,” we giv the followikg: 


“ Forms hav changed in by-gone ages 
Man has grown in intellect; : 
Science, led by reason, wages 
Still its war on every sect. 


“ World and life were not created; 
Force and dust were always here; 

Myths that are in books narrated 
prung from ignorange and fear." 


A LETTER to Grover CLEVELAND on His 
False Inaugural Address, Usurpations and 
Crimes of 
the Consequent Poverty, Ignorance, ang 
Servitude of the People. By Lysang 
Spooner. Large octavo; pp. 110. Byfte, 
35 cents. Boston: Benj. R. Tucker, fSup- 

ied by this office. f 
Th9wis a work that will welgssbay perusal. 

It was oftsinglly publekef in instalments in 

Liberty, Mr. Tucker’s Anarchistic organ, and 

met with such favor that it is now republished. 

Its scathing arraignment of the present gov- 

ernment and exposure of its multitudinous 


abuses and atrocities is perhaps the best- | 


argued and most thorough and correct pres- 
entation of the matter yet published. Its ad- 
vocacy of Anarchism as a substitute may not 
meet with equal approval ‘from readers. but 
even anti-Anarchists will overlook a few 
objectionable views in admiration of the 
thoroughness of its exposure and denunciation 
of present wrongs. : 


Ter HisroRIOAL JESUS AND THE MYTHICAL 
Ounisr. By Gerald Massey. Octavo; pp. 
282. Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 
cents. Springfield: Star Publishing Co. 
Can be had from this office. 

This book is written to show the identity of 
Christianity with the astrological myths of 
Egypt. The evidence is taken from the 
monuments of Egypt and from the Egyptian 
“Book of the Dead.” Our readers are 
familiar with the author as an eminent poet 
and Freethinker. By studying the Egyptian 
hieroglyphics for twelve years, Mr. Massey has 
disclosed the myth, and in this work adduces 
much evidence to prove that Christianity is a 
cult borrowed from the ancient religion of 
Egypt. His work is not speculation, but 
stands upon facts. It is taken from records 
left upon earth and still to be read. 


** First Lessons on Money,” is the title of 
the latest work on the money question. It is 
written by B. T. Roberts, A.M., and pub- 
lished at Rochester, N. Y. On the title-page 
appears the quotation: ‘‘ A man should make 
it a part of his religion to see that his country 
is well governed."— William Penn. Mr. Rob- 
erts is informed that said process of ‘‘ mak- 
ing” care for one’s country part of his relig- 
ion is an altogether unnecessary operation for 
the Freethinker; he whose religion is the 
religion of humanity has that duty already 
embraced in his creed. With Christians the 
case may be different. In his introduction 
he says: ‘‘I hav witnessed the distress that 
the bad management of our finances by our 
national government has produced, and the 
injury that has been done by the same cause 
to our religious and benevolent enterprises.” 
Such disastrous consequences of neglect 
spur one to renewed exertions to attend to 
the matter. ‘‘ With money itself every per- 
son is familiar.” This is not so. We liv on 
terms of close daily intimacy with a person to 
whom money is not at all familiar. The 
auther follows, however, with a more sen- 
sible remark, a consideration that it is well to 
impress upon the masses who, confused by 
uninformed and unsuccessful attempts to 
solve the problem, hav got the notion, noted 
by Bagehot, that the money market is so 
impalpable that it can only be spoken of in 
very abstract words, and that, therefore, 
books on it must be exceedingly difficult. 
* Money is a human invention. Therefore, 
the money question is a question that can be 
understood. What is made by man can be 
comprehended by man. The mechanism of 
a watch is intricate, but one who studies it 
with diligence may Jearn all about its con- 
struction and movements. So, whoever givs 
a proper attention to the machinery by which 
the wheels of trade and commerce are kept 
moving can gain all the knowledge respecting 
it which is necessary for practical purposes. 
. . . Mr. Walter Bagehot says, ‘I main- 
tain that the money market is as concrete and 
real as anything else; that it can be described 
in as plain words; that it is the writer's fault 
if what he says is not clear." The author's 
further views are sensibly and well expressed 
in the remainder of the 160 pages composing 
the volume. It is perhaps as good as most 


aw-makers and Judges, and, 


books on the finance question. Its price is 
50 cents, and, like all other books our readérs 
may need, it can be obtained from this office. 


For all interested in scientific and econom- . 
ical questions, Science, the illustrated weekly 
now coming into prominence, is an excellent 
periodical. It contains the freshest scientific 
information of the day. It maintains special 


| correspondents in Paris, London, St. Peters- 


burg, Tokio, Washington, and other centers 
wf scientific activity, thus obtaining prompt 
nformation of the work of scientific men and 
Bocieties the world over. It should receive 
Zhe support of all who aim at scientific cult- 


Pure, publishing, as it does, a weekly record of 


the whole world’s progress. Its recent publica- 
tion of the noted ‘‘composit photographs” is 
attracting great attention. The subscription 
is $5 per year. Like all other periodicals, it 
can be subscribed to through this office. 


Paine Vindieated| 


—— 
A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Observer's slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 
both the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
—o— 


The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. 


60pp. Price 10 cents; 12 copies, $1. 


A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 

18pp. | Price 5 cents; 25 for $1.00. 

For these (wo pamphlets address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
84 Clinton Pl.. New York. 


ADAM! AND HEVA, 
BY 8. P. PUTMAM. 


A poetic version of the Indian Story of the Gar- 
den of Eden, in which its superiority to the muti- 
lated copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. 


PRICE, 10 CENTS. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
93 Clinton Place, New York. 


ELEMENTS 


UNIVERSAL HISTORY 


FOR 
HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS 
AND FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. 


By Prof. 3. M. Coutinger, A.M. 


This book is just what the busy world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of history from 2,000 
years B.O. on up to 1883, all in a nutshell.—#L- 
mina Slenker, | 

As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place ; in the family it would be no 
less important, as conveying information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan Wiron. 

Mr. Cottinger's intentions in writing this book 
are excellent, and his standpoint admirable. It 


-may be commended as fulfilling its purpose of a 


concise and interesting historical text-book.— 
Milwaukee Sentinel, 
Price, Cloth, $1.50. 
For Schools, in Quantities, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE thot GF 


[NTELLECTOAL LIBERTY 


From Thales to Copernicus. 


By FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND, Author of “The 
Reign of the Stoics,” 


“This is a book not only to be read once, but te 
be kept and referred to, and pundered over fron. 
year to year. It is a guide-book of Liberalism 
through the past centuries prior to 1600, the era of 
Copernicus and Bruno. It does not take the place 
of other histories like Gibbon, Hallam, or Lecky, 
but it makes them intelligible by pointing out the 
white light that his been cast upon the lurid 
clouds of: ignorance, superstition, and cruelty, 
from the little stream of Freethonght that has 
flowed in its ragged, broken, and obstructed course 
down through the ages which now liv only as our 
realm of Memory and Admonition.” 


Octavo, 458 pp. PRICE, $3.50. 
Address THE TRUHT SEEKER. 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 


vestigation. Revised Edition. This pamphlet 

refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions, 

with numerous references and citations, that 

are contradicted in terms by the same number 

= other propositions in the same book. Price 
cents. 


pr 


` 


Ingersolls ' 
The Gods. Paper, 50 : 


In five lectures, comprisi 
* Humboldt,” **'Thomas Pa 
ity," and “ Heretics and.H. 


The Ghosts. Paper, 50. 
Contents: **'The Ghote $ 
e 


Clark,” “Th 1 
Dream,” and * A Tribute to: 


Some Mistakes of Mose: 
cloth, $1.25, 


Interviews on Talmage 
plain cloth, $1.25, 


What Must We Doto1 
pen 35 cents. . 

The Christian Religi: 
Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah : 
George F. Fisher, Paper, 5 


Orthodoxy. 56 pages 
10 cents, $1.00 per doz. pos 
large, clear type, and cont 
could be delivered in two 
This makes'a grand mist 
Liberals should scatter it g' 


Ingersoll Catechised: | 
a Number of Vital Questió 
the editor of the San Fran 
cents per dozen; 25 copier 
, Millions of these should be 

Vindication of Thom: 
the attacks of the New Yor: 
ert G. Ingersoll, Price, 10: 


‘Address on the Civil 


Large size octavo, paper, 18 


Ingersoll’s Lectures C 

ound in one yolume. To 
for Mr, Ingersoll'a works, th 
all his lectures, except t. 
doxy,” bound in one beauti 
calf, library style; and coi 
pages, which is sold at th 
price of $5. Sent by mail pc 


Tributes. There hav 

-applications for Mr. Inger 

is Brother,” “The Vision o 
Banquet Toast,” and the ri 
“ Little Harry Miller's Gra 
been printed on heavy tone 
minated border, ahd in larg 
ble for framing, and the fou 
to any address, for 50cts, or « 


Prose Poems and Sele 
new bookisagem. Itis a 
spect. In fact, one of the 
best ever issued. It contai 
ebrated ** Decoration Day € 
fore published, and ali the f 
heretofore printed in variotgsox 
brought together till now, many other gems, 


selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ay con- 
the author, The work is desi ned 


ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-d. 
versations of 

for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. Jo hel i serve this 
purpose a fine steel portrpit, with autograph 


ac simile, has been prepaged especially for it. 


k cloth, b 


Price, in silk ck 
and side, $2.50; in half calf&mot 


calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, aud 
Cabinet size; true to 
.50 each. Every admirer of these 


Ingersoll. 
life, price i e 
apostles of eligious Liberty should hav” them. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
1 e 


», 1036 x17, 


Superb photographs, 22x28, $5; pan 
$3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents ; card, 20 cts. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


PBACTICAL EXPERIENCE 


WITH POULTRY. 


BY GEO. M. DAVENPORT. 


This work contains all that can be learned from 
a two dollar book. Sold at the low price of 25 
cents. Young girls are wanted in every country 


town to sell it. Liberal discount to the trade. 
. Price, 25 cents per copy. 


Address GEO. M. DAVENPORT, 


TRUTH SEEKER Office, 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


Bible Fabrications | Refuted 


: and 
The Error: of the Rible Exposed. 
BY 0. B. WHITFORD, M.D, 
Price, 15 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO.. 
83 Clinton Place. New York. 


~The Biblo Analyzed 


John R., Kelso, A.M, 
CONTENTS: 


The Old Testament.—The New Testament.—The 
Creation.—The Deluge.—The Exodus.—The Mira- 
cles cf the Bible.—The Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Bible. —The 
Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 
ihe Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 

&yior. 

Orownoctavo,833pp. Splendidly executed Sent 
by mail, post paid. Price, $3.00. 


REPLY 
TO REY. L. A. LAMBERTS 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.” 


By B. W. Lacy 
A thorough exposure of the Catholic priests 
sonhistry, unfairness, and histor- 
ical misstatement. 
Price. , Cloth, £1; Paper, 50 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


eveled edges, gut back 
d tled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; ik full Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7:50; in full tree 


society sha e organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book Š vigorously 
and interestingly written. 


Price. $1.50. 


Rise and Decline. 


Aaram THE TENTE EO BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 
A STUD RE 
UDY Price. $1.00. For sale at this ofice. 


PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY 


BY LEWIS C. JANE 3. 


This book treats of the natural evolution of the 
Christian religion, its historical antecedents in 
Palestinian Judaism and Roman Paganism ; in- 
vestigates the history of the founder of Christian- 
ity in the light of the latest scientific criticism of 
the New Testament; shows that the true story of 
the Man Jesus, and his genuin teachings are 
separable from the later legendary ‘accretions 
which hav confounded him with the mythical 
Christ, and traces the natural development of 
Christian dogma and ecclesiastical institutions. 
Complete references and full index.  820pp. 8vo, 
cloth, gilt top. Price $1.50. 

Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER Office. 


A SKETCH OF THE LIFE 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA, 


OB THE 


First Ten Decades of Our Era. 


FREETHOUGHT NOVEL:, 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonne 


Rest, etc. 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 

Family Creeds, By William McDon- 
nell, author of “Exeter Hall.” Price, cloth. 
$1.25; paper, 75 cents. 

Exeter Hall. 


ing romances of the day.” 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 


ald. 404 pages. $1.25. 
The Outeast. A deep, finely written 


Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 
80 cents. 


BY 
DANIEL M. TREDWELL. 


Designed to show upon the authority of Histo: 
that Apollonius of Tyana performed miracles an 
spoke wise sayings equal to those attributed to 

esus Christ. 850pp., octavo, best style. Price $2.50. 


Bold at THE TRUTH SEEKER office. 
MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 
oR, 

The Forgery of the Old Testament 
Dedicated to the clergy 
BY 
H.J. SEIGNEURET, 
Secularist. 
Price, - - 1052 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


SACRED MYSTERIES 


d, ın such a Marke 


ect to 
a pen as that of Miss 


rom s0 gifted 


$1.50. Address THE 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason 
BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


Cloth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office. 


BOOKS FUR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
Youth. By Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
stition. The Only Illustrated Freethinkers' 
Children's Story-Book ever issued. : 66 full-page 


TRUTH SEEKER. 


AMONG THE y 

d 95 smaller illustrations; large type, heav. 

Mayas and the Quiches 11,500 toned paper, broad margins, illuminate 
Years Ago. covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1.25. 


Two Little Red Mittens. 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Prive 10 cents. For sale at this office, 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 

the Young Folks. By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 

Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for goung masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued ata reduced, price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photograph of the author which adds very 
much the value of the volume. 


The Youth’s Liberal Guide. By 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M. Price; $1.00. This 
volume aims at the education of youth in the 

rinciples of Freethought,at the same time 
iat it inculeates moral duties and human 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason and 


ORIGIN OF THE BIBLICAL MYTH 
By AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON. 
Illustrated - . - Price, $2.50. 

For Sale at this office. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


-Men or Business WHO Dip Sometuina BESIDES 
Maxina Money. 


A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 
BY JANES PARTON. 


This book contains 400 pages, plainly printed, 
treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 


helped the world; together with eight portraits. common  8euse. ddress THE TRUTH 

Mr. Parton's works need no commendation. They SEEKER. 

icr dm $1.25 ——— EEEE 
rie , - =- = „= - $1.25. TR EEKKER ANNUAL. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEEKER. — | THE T un de 


83 Clinton Place, New York. 


The Heathens of the Heath, - A finely 


author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 
500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 


* One of the most excit- 
Price, paper, 60 


A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 


Radical story.. From the London edition. By 


ts 

All in a Lifetime. A Romance By 
Miss Susan H. Wixon. ‘The great charm of 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages &re those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcel prepared to ex- 
im degree, even 

g Wixon, 
whose briliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks.” Price, 


A Story of 
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LECTURES. 

àg Philadelphia should at- 
of Science Lectures 
at the Hall of Friendship 


r questions), 
F. ATKINSON, F.R.A.8. 


AL LEAGUE No. 257 


Industrial Hall, Broad and 
7:80 P.M. for lectures and 
ious and social questions. 
the audience. N.B.—Truth 


aye on hand at cheap rates. 


» SHAKSPERE. 


1&kspere could not write. 

y Francis Bacon to the Earl 

» A.D.» 1590. By Wm. Henry 
For sale at this office. 


XL SALE! 


an accumulation of debts, I 
r notice all my elegant stock 
ISALE COST. 
amond ear-drops $200, worth 
, worth $200; another pair, 
elegant brooch, arabesqne 
, worth $225; another, line 
8, $220; worth $325; another. 
: same, $80, worth $1,25 
he reductions. Smaller dia- 
pt below lowest market price. 
i embossed case watch set 


85, worth $200; lady’s watch 
$125; $100 watches, $70; $80 
bhes, $50; solid gold chains, 
nd jewelry, 25 per cent dis- 
D. snbject to inspection, or 
ptistactory. 


AVE MONEY. 
WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Di. 


! FELLOWS 


dad 


is a regularly educat- 
ed and legally quali- 
fed physician, and 
the most successful. 
as his practice will 
prove. He has for 
| twenty years treated 
exclusivly all diseases 
of the Sexual Organs. 
in the cures of which 
he stands preeminent 
SPERMATORRH(EA 
and IMPOTENCY 
asthe result of self- 
abuse in youth and 
sexual excesses in ma- 
: | turer years, causing 
. i night emissions by 
A o O—-—o—— dreams, loss of sexual 
"m power, renderin 
marriage improper and unhappy, etC., are cure 
ermanently by an outside app ication in sixty 
Boys. NO STOMACH MEDICIN USED, Itis one 
of Dr. Fellows’ valuable discoveries, which is en- 
tirely unknown to the medical profession. It is 
not à catch-penny get up, such as a pad, belt, pas- 
tille, nor magnetic appliance, but pus y a medi- 
cin, to be applied externally on the parts affected, 
which cures by absorption. Send five 2-cent stampa 
for his “ Private Counselor," giving t informa- 
tion. Address Dr. R. P. Fellows, Vineland, N. J. 
and say where you saw this advertisment. 


N. B.—Dr. Fellows begs leave to say that he is 
an Infidel of the most pronounced character. Bro. 
Liberals, your patronage Js solicited. 


**SHOPPEL'S MODERN HOUSES” No. 3. 
(Just Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces, for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
for putting them together. 

While the supplement affords both old and 

oung the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. Itis,in fact,a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of onr 
most popular designs, so exact that it is useful tu 

uilders. 2. 

55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 

$500 to $15,000), 

2 New Designs for Barns. 

1 New Design for a Chapcl. d 

Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 

(by Maria Parloa) ind a perfect Cistern. 
An Article on Villa Park Associations. 
SENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE; $1. 
Address 
THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN A$:0'N. 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


W^N TED—Lady agents actually clear $20 daily 
with my wonderful entirely new patent rul- 
ber undergarments for females, A minister’s wite 
sold 13 first hour. MADAM H. N. LITTLE, 
6t27 Box 443, Chicago, Ill. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. . 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it. 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents; 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies fcr 
$3. We wish that the friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures, ` 


THE MODERN BALAAM. 


Showing the Balaam of modern times to be ile 
priests, Itisa splendid Pictorial argüment, Price 
p er dozen30 cents; par hundred, $1.50., 


pnm 
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Davm DuprEy Fretp's: 
codification of the law, 
speedy, certain, and exac 
general reliance on judi 
been indorsed in the Ami 
tion by a nearly two-third! 


A DESTRUOTIY tempest 
swept over Galveston on 
the 19th inst., causing ; 
‘great loss of life and- 
property. ` ——— 

Ir wil be impossible, ' 
` «Bays Justin McCarthy, for ; 
the tenants in some parts | 
of Ireland to pay the ju- 
dicial rents this winter. 


Berrast rioters hav. 
been restrained for sev- ` 
eral days by immense 
forces of military, but : 
outbreaks are hourly ex- ; 
pected. 


A MEROHANT named ` 
Hillman attempted sui- ` 
cide at a New York ho- + 
tel, on the 20th, by shoot. , 
ing himself seven times, 
because of inability to 
cure a painful dyspepsia. 


AaENTS of the Lowell 
mill corporations are said 
to be studying the preva- 
lence of drunkenness 
among operativs since 
the adoption of the sys- : 
tem of weekly payments, 
with a view of securing 
arguments for attacking 
. any future legislation in 
favor of labor when such 
is not approved by the 
manufacturers. 


Mr. Eno is said to be homesick, and rumor 
has it that a project is.on foot to make his 
return from Canada easy. l 


AN Irish National League Convention 
opened on the 18th at Chicago, at which 
Mrs. Parnell and Michael Davitt were present. 


Tar Prohibitionists are every where pushing 
political campaigns with greater strength and 
numbers than ever before exhibited. 


IN this city, on the 19th, delegates from 
115 labor organizations met at the call of the 
Central Labor Union to form a political 
party. l 

In a conflict between police officers and 
drunken miners at Shenandoah, Pa., on the 
17th, an onlooker was shot by one of the 
officers. 


Kyiears of Labor controlled the Ohio 
Democratic convention, and John McBride, 
one of their number, heads the ticket as 
nominee for secretary of state. 


IN the reorganization of the New York 
State National Guard, it is found that that 
body is altogether too “ top-heavy,” having 
far too many generals for the number of 
men. 

Tne grand jury, in a recent presentment 
against many of the New York city officials, 
asserts that ‘‘ people are no longer so much 
shocked at crime in office as at its discovery 
and punishment.” 


A QUARREL between some members of the 
state and navy departments at Washington 
has resulted in the revealing of many fraudu- 
lent dealings in the latter department and the 
existence of a naval ring. 


IT is reported from Laredo, Texas, that the 
Mexicans hav fortified Pan, a town about 
fifty miles up the river. A dispatch states 
that the Mexican court at Chihuahua will 
release Cutting in à few days. 


DissEnsions are constantly being caused in 
labor parties by ambitéous schemers for office 
or power. Prospects of division alarm those 
who had hoped labor might attain great bene- 
fits from undivided action at the next presi- 
dential election. 


Seven of the Chicago Anarchists—Spies, 
Schwab, Fielden, Parsons, Fischer, Engel, 
and Lingg—hav been found guilty of murder, 
and sentenced to death; and Neebe has been 
sentenced to fifteen years in the penitentiary. 
They will appeal. New York Anarchists hav 
held a meeting, and resolved to avenge these 
punishments in a terrible manner, and utterly 
destroy our present ‘soc €. of robbers.’ 


ANNUAL CONVENTION — 


"I D 


NEW YORK STATE.. 


FRHETHINKERS' ASSOCIATION, 


TO BE HELD AT 


White Sulphur Springs Park, Saratoga 
Co., New York, 


From Thursday, Sept. 2d, to Sunday, Sept. 12th, 1886. 


Reduction on all railroad routes. 


from all points. 


The best Liberal speakers will be in attendance. 


Special excursion rates to Saratoga 


The following is the 


list so far as they hav accepted: John Peck—subject, “ The Gods on Exhibi- 
tion ;” Lucy N. Colman—subjects, “ Reminiscences in the Life of a Reformer,” 
and * Woman's Duty To-day in the World's Work;’ W. S. Bell—subject, 
“Conflict Between Christianity and Civilization ;’ Mrs. F. C. Reynolds—sub- 
ject, “Woman: Past, Present, and Future;” J. L. Andrew—subject, “Modern 


Infidelity ;’ Miss Susan H. Wixon. 


Splendid facilities are afforded for boating, bathing, fishing, driving; 
magnificent scenery. The best dancing pavilion in the state. 


Fine band. 


Everything necessary to an enjoyable occasion. All the advantages of a visit 
to Saratoga will be afforded visitors, thus combining the attractions of that 
popular watering-place with those of the convention. 


Season tickets, admitting the bearer to all lectures, $1.00. First-class 
board, $1.00 per day. (It will greatly facilitate matters if orders for season 
tickets with remittance accompany applications: for rooms.) Applications for 
tickets and rooms should be addressed to C. B. Reynolds, 33 Clinton Place, 
New York. Contributions, necessary to defray preliminary expenses, may be 


sent to the treasurer, E. M, Macdonald. 


Tut poet of Tid-Bits, becoming indignant at the 
lack of general information as to the qualities 
needed by a-newspaper poet, thus attempts to 
catalog them. “The orthodox poet and slinger of 
meter should be a sound sleeper and vigorous 
eater; join the learning of Paul to the fervor of 
Peter; know the balancing rhymes and the rhyth- 
mical teeter of lilacs and smilax, of zephyrs and 
heifers, of ballads and salads, of over-arched 
bowers and greenery flowers; and work on one 
rhyme for hours and hours, Know the whole 
range of history from Cleveland to Priam, and the 


thought of all lands from New Brunswick toSiam, 


and work like a drudge at a dollar per diem, love 
all lovely objects, with no cash to buy ’em, such as 
yoses and posies, and mountains and fountains, 
and pictures and fixtures, and gorgeous pavilions 
for Lauras and Lillians, and a large bank deposit 
far up in the millions. His lines should be full of 
nabobs and emirs, of giaours and khans and 
Orient dreamers, of cymbals and chawms and vic- 
torious streamers, and end in a climax of glory 
and screamers, with clashing and slashing! with 
roaring and pouring ! with lunging and plunging ! 
and bustin a chasm of blank protoplasm in a gun- 
powder chaos and dynamite spasm !” 


are—the instant you begin 
eady gone.—Jean Paul, 

9 put upon ;” “ stand up for 

; Say the Germans, is the 

~{nt, and truly, in these times, 

i ùl, there is not, perhaps, in 

“ja more important one.— 


BurrrorENT unto the day 
Wis. the evil thereof"—suff- 
sy cient, but not. intolerable, 
fà But if we look abroad, and 
sybring into one day's 
x; thoughts the evil of many, 
jjcertein and uncertain, 
piss will be and what will 


never be, our load will be as 
intolerable as itis unrea- 
TORNEN Taylor. 


Ir a man's mind be deeply 
zj8easoned with the consider- 
{tion of the: mortality 
sand ` corruptible ` nature 

of things, he will easily 
peoncur with Epictetus: 
=who went forth one day and 
Bpaw a woman weeping for 
gber pitcher of earth that 
Fiwas broken; and went forth 


Mthe next day. and saw a wo- 
man weeping for her son 


laie.” Lord Bacon, 
Si THE theology of ‘the pres- 
ent has become more scien- 
tifid. than that of the past; 
#1 because it hag not only re- 
?Ínounced idols of wood and 
;lidols of stone; but begins to 
{see the necessity of break- 
¿ling in pieces the idols built 
? up of books, and traditions, 
i; and fine-spun ecclesiastical 
:! cobwebs, and of cherishing 
./ the noblest and most human 
:,of man’s emotions by wor- 
"ship “for the most part of 
*! the silent sort” at the altar 
‘of the Unknown and Un- 
;knowable. — Huxley’s Lay 
| Sermons, 


of Tophet, there isa duty, 
dness lies in doing it.—Car- 


Iw all situations, o 
and our highest bless: 
lyle's Letters, 


: HE sees with equal'eye, as God of all, 
A hero perish or a £parrow fall ; 
Systems or atoms into ruin hurled, 
And now a bubbleburst and now a world, 
'—Pope’s Universal Prayer. 


Great revolutions cannot be accomplished with- 
out much anguish and some evil being caused. , 


| Did not the Roman women suffer when the Chris- - 


tians came and robbed them of their gods, and 
raised their minds, through pain and sorrow, to a 
higher faith? The religion which I teach is as 
high above Christianity as that religion was supe- 
rior to the idolatry of Rome. And when the relativ 
civilizations of the two ages are compared, this 
fetich of ink and paper, this Syrian book, is, in 
truth, not less an idol than those statues which 
obtained the adoration of the Italians and the 
Greeks. The statues were beautiful as statues- 
the book is admirable as a book [who so readeth, 
let him consider with how many and how great 
limitations this rash and unworthy assertion can 
be received]; but the statues did not come down 
from heaven; the book was not a magical com- 
position ; it bears the marks, not only of human 
genius, but also of human depravity and supersti- 
tion,—Reade’s Martyrdom af Man. 


Wun Milton began to compose “ Paradise Lost,” 
he had the reading of a lifetime behind him. His 
imagination worked upon an accumulated store, 
to which books, observation, and reflection had 
contributed in equal proportions, He drew from 
this store without conscious distinction of its 
sources. Not that this was a recollected material, 
to which the poet had recourse whenever invention 
failed him; it was identified with himself. His 
verse flowed from his own soul, but it was a soul 
which had grown up nourished with the spoil of 
all the ages. He created his epic, as metaply- 
sicians hav said that God created the world, by 
drawing it out of himself, not by building it up 
out of the elements supplied ab extra (outside of 
himself).—Mark Pattisows Milton.  (NoTE: 

When éerkeley said there was no matter, 

It was no great matter what he said; 
and when metaphysicians tell us that God evolved 
matter out of himself, and not out of pre-existing 
material, they are surely soaring or sinking into a 
region of which they, as well as the theologians, 
are supremely ignorant.—Hyla:c.] 


Waen it shall please God to bring thee to man’s 
estate, use great providence and circumspection in 
choosing thy wife, for from thence will spring all 
thy future good or evil, And it is an action of life 
like unto a stratagem of war, wherein a man can 
err but once, If thy estate be good, watch near 
home and at leisure ; if weak, far off and quickly. 
Inquire diligently of her disposition, and how her 
parents hav been inclined in their youth, Let her 
not be poor; how generous (well-born) soever ; for 
a man can buy nothing in the market with gentil- 
ity. Nor choose a base and uncomely creature alto- 
gether for wealth, for it will cause contempt in 
others and loathing in thee. Neither make choice 
of a dwarf or a fool; for by the one thou shalt 
beget a race of pigmies, the other will be thy con- 
tinued disgrace, and it will yiske (Yankee rile) 
thee to hear her talk; for tlou shalt find it, to thy 
great grief, that there is nothing more fulsome 
than a she fool.—Lord Burleigh's Advice to his 
Son, 


A JOURNAL 


A A A a a a a GUCND. a a AN ND. GAMMA, a ABE RER. a AUR. 


OF FREETHOUGHT AND REFORM. 


Entered at the Post-Office at New York, N. Y.. as Gecond-class Matter. 


Vol. 18. No. 36. PUBLISHED WEEKLY.} New York, 


CASTING PEARLS BEFORE SWINE-C. B REYNOL 


Saturday, September 4, 1886. {33 CLINTON PLACE.” $3.00 per vear. 


y 


TaN 
j ihi 


TX 


DS IN NEW JERSEY. 


fon... 


T E T 


Jlates and Clippings. 


Tux Southern Churchman is shocked at the 


‘idea that a woman should ‘‘ preach the gospel 


and administer sacraments, without one word 
of approval from Christ or his apostles.” 


Ar Brianconn, France, Catherine Ollagnier, 
& few days ago murdered her sister Marie, 
with whom she lived. She told Marie that 
the Lord had appeared to her and told her to 
Sacrifice her sister as & proof of her devotion, 
and then killed her with a razor. 


PaonmirioN, its friends claim, prohibits in 
most counties in Kansas. According to re- 
ports received by the attorney-general from 
seventy-two of the eighty-five counties, eighty 
per cent of the arrests for liquor-selling 
resulted in conviction, and only fifty per cent 
of arrests for other crimes. 


AT the New York city Seaman’s Bethel 
Evangelist McGuire recently preached on a 
text treating of the self-sacrifice of Christ, 
* Who, though he was rich, yet for us he be- 
came poor." In illustrating this theme, Mr. 
McGuire probably abounded more in wise 
saws than in modern instances. 


On August 29th a powder magazine in Chi- 
cago exploded, from being struck by light- 
ning, with a shock felt many miles away, 
killing four persons and injuring many. 
The Jesuit church of the Holy Family being 
badly shaken, a destructiv panic ensued, and 
admonitions to remain seated from a few 
with presence of mind were drowned in pas- 
sionate appeals for help from crushed and 
down-trodden women and children. 


` 


A WRITER in the Independent cries for 
honesty and reform in church-building enter- 
prises, stating that in all such there abound 
“ disreputable frauds, shams, scandals, sharp 
practice, dishonest economy, over-reaching,” 
and '' disputes that so often occur in church- 
building committees that they hav rendered 
them a by-word and dread among builders 
and architects.” 

In a recent sermon Rev. Dr. Patton said, 
on the text, “A glorious church:" ‘The 
church of Christ is a glorious church if re- 
gard is had to its history. It embodies the 
two greatest and most glorious truths in the 


-universe—the fatherhood of God and brother- 


hood of man. It is glorious if regard is had 
to its adaptation to human needs.” Meaning, 
no doubt, the needs of the ministers. 

A nxSULT of the last important debate in 
Parliament is that the Irish landlords’ chances 
of being bought out at the cost of the rate- 
payers of the three kingdoms are gone for- 
ever. Gladstone’s pamphlet on the Irish 
question, which has just been published, 
makes it clear that he will never again try an 
attempt to buy out the Irish landlords. He 
says, ‘‘ Their sands are fast running out." 

IN a recent letter to a friend, Parsons, the 
Anarchist, says: ‘‘ The capitalist system has 
its morality—a plastic, convenient morality— 
which it puts on or off like a coat. The 
golden rule of the carpenter’s son is made 
subservient to the laws of trade, whose 
morality and religion are,expounded in the 
churchés, (temples of mammon) where the 
clergy propagate that good philosophy which 
teaches man (poor man) that lie is here to 
suffer, denouncing as Atheistic and Anarch- 
istic that other philosophy, which says to 


man: ‘Go! the earth is the gift of God to 
the whole human race. Discover nature’s 
laws, apply them, and be happy.’” 


Tue Rev. Mr. Leys, a minister of the 
Presbyterian church of Scotland, is now & 
prisoner in Calton jail, Edinburgh, for refus- 
ing to obey an order of the court to deliver 
up his grandchildren to their, father. The 
father has come under the influence of the 
Roman Catholic church, and the old gentle- 
man objects to giv up the children because he 
is unwilling that they should be brought up 
in the Catholic faith. 


Ar a recent Knight of Labor meeting a 
speaker said: ‘Mr. Blaine has cited the 
eighteen planks of our platform as Knights of 
Labor, and he has called the issues covered 
by these eighteen planks, ‘side issues. He 
has acknowledged that he has no remedy to 
offer for the existing labor troubles. What 
an acknowledgment for the statesman of 
thirty years’ experience to make! It is a 
confession of perfect imbecility. He has no 
new ideas; he has what he calls an old 
nostrum. Mr. Blaine, who is protected? I 
recently examined the pay-roll of the miners 
of Hocking Valley, and there was an average 
of from $12 to $18 per month. There was a 
small army of Pinkerton's thugs going about 
with a whole arsenal of weapons strapped 
upon them, who were watching those miners, 
and yet the miners were supposed to be pro- 
tected by a duty of fifty cents a ton upon the 
coal they risked their lives to mine. For 
twenty-five years we've had this protection Mr. 
Blaine offers us, and we hav made more mill- 


ionaires and more paupers under that system - 


than were ever made in a civilized country 
on the earth in the same time before.” 


. Tax Catholic Review is very frank in stating 
its attitude toward the public schools: '* We 
are for perfect freedom of instruction,” it 
says, “every day and all the time, without 


‘compromise with or dictation from the state, 


and our friends may as well understand first 
as last that if they do not grant us the privi- 
lege of teaching our religion in the public 
schools, as they do in other countries, and as 
is perfectly practicable and perfectly fair and 
just, then we shall go on building our school- 
houses and emptying theirs.” 


Tuareg weeks ago the World started the 
story that Colonel Ingersoll was going to Paris 
to have his throat fixed. The Star prints the 
sequel: ‘Nobody seems to know just how 
the report arose that Col. Bob Ingersoll was 
going to Paris to have his throat operated 
upon. Judge Cowing says that Lawyer New- 
combe told himso. Lawyer Newcombe says 
Lawyer Strahan intimated that such was the 
case. Lawyer Strahan says that he supposed, 
of course, the colonel ought to go, while 
Colonel Bob himself swears by all that’s 
Agnostic that he never had any idea of going, 
never said he was going. But perhaps the 
most flabbergasted man of all was dear little 
Dr. Robertson, physician-in-extraordinary to 
the colonel, who returned from Europe last 
week and heard the dreadful stories of his 
patient's relapse. He had made a study of 
that throat, it was his pet pathological 
amour. He rushed off to see his distinguished 
friend, pried open the massiv jaw, and gazed 
into its eloquent depths. ‘Why, colonel, 
your throat's'l right. It’s just lovely! Why 
go to Paris?! ‘Who the —— said I was 
going to Paris? I’m off to the White Mount- 
ains. Want te come?! " 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER 


, SEPTEMBER 4, 1886. 


Communications. 


Evolution and Special Creation. 
II.—DIVERSITY OF LIVING THINGS.: 


A mere glance at the geological records will show 
at once that the order in which animals and: plants 
hav appeared on the earth is that which accords with 
evolution. The lowest came first, the highest last, 

‘and a regular gradation between the two extremes. 
In the early rocks in which life appears we meet with 
polypas, coral, sea-worms, etc., and no trace of land 
animals or plants. Then, passing upward, we come 
upon fishes, then reptils, afterward birds, subse- 
quently mammals, and, last of all, man. These are 
undisputed facts, as the most elementary works on 
geology, whether written by a professing Christian 
or an unbeliever, will clearly show. 

The only objection, perhaps, of any weight that 
can be urged against the changes which evolution 
asserts to hav taken place is the fact that we do not 
see them occur. But this, in the first place, is hardly 
correct, since we see the tadpole—which is a fish 


breathing through gills, and living in the water— 


pass up into a reptil, the frog—which is a land 
animal breathing through lungs, and inhaling its 
oxygen from the atmosphere. Secondly, the fact 
that we do not see a change actually occur which 
took millions of years to become effected can surely 
amount to nothing. An ephemeral insect, whose life 
only lasts for a day, could it reason, might object 
that an acorn could not grow into an oak-tree, be- 
cause it had not seen it occur. But the evidence 
would Bethere stillin the numerous gradations that 
might be seen between the acorn and the sturdy old 
tree that had weathered the storms of a century. 
And in this case we see all the gradations between a 
monad and & man in the rock which time has left in 
the history of the past, although, as our lives are so 
short, we are not able to see the whole change 
effected. Plants were not all suddenly called into 
existence at one particular period, and then animals 
at another and later time. This we know, because 
the remains of plants and animals are found side by 
side throughout all the rocks. If there be an excep- 
tion, it is an unfortunate one for the Christian super- 
naturalist, since it shows that animals were first ; for 
certain it is that animal remains.are met with in the 
oldest rocks. 

The objection to evolution that no transformation 
of one species into another has been seen within re- 
corded history.is entirely groundless, and betrays 
reckless carelessness upon the part of the objectors. 
The truth is, such transformations hav taken place 
as mentioned above in reference to the tadpole. 
Professor Huxley and other scientists hav proved 
this to be the case. It should, however, be remem- 
bered that in most instances these great changes are 
the work of time. As Dr. David Page observes: 
“Tt is true that to whatever process we ascribe the 
introduction of new species, its operation is so slow 
and gradual that centuries may pass away before its 
results become discernible. But no matter how 
slow, time is without limit, and if we can trace a 
process of variation at work it is sure to widen in the 
long run into what are regarded as specific distinc- 
tions. It is no invalidation of this argument that 
science cannot point to the introduction of any new 
species within the historie era; for till within a 
century or so science took no notice’ of either the 
introduction or extinction of species, nor was it suf- 
ficiently acquainted with the flora and fauna of the 
globe to determin the amount of variation that was 
taking place among their respectiv families. Indeed, 
influenced by the belief that the life of the globe was 
the result of one creativ act, men were unwilling to 
look at the long past which the infant science of 
paleontology was beginning to reveal, and never 
deigned to doubt that the future would be otherwise 
than the present.. Even still there are certain minds 
who ignore all that geology has taught concerning 
the extinction of old races and introduction of newer 
ones, and who, shutting their eyes to the continuity 
of nature, cannot perceive that the same course of 
extinction and creation must ever be in progress" 
(Man: Where, Whence, and Whither ?). : 

Let us now apply a similar demand to the creativ 
theory and what will be the result? An utter failure 
upon the part of the creationists to substantiate their 
dogmatic pretensions. Suppose we  exclaimed, 
“Show us a single creativ act of one species within 
recorded history.” It would be impossible to do so, 
for there is not a shadow of evidence drawn from 
human experience in favor of what theologians call 
creation. “We perceive a certain order and certain 
method in nature; we see that under new conditions 
certain variations do take place in vegetable and ani- 
mal structures, and by an irresistible law of our intel- 
lect we associate the variations with the conditions in 
the way of cause and effect. Of such a method we 
can form some notion, and bring it within the realm 
‘of reason; of any other plan, however it may be re- 
ceived, we can form no rational conception.” “The 
whole analogy of natural operations,” says Professor 
Huxley, “ furnishes so complete and crushing an ar- 


gument against the intervention of any but what are 
called secondary causes in the production of all the 
phenomena of the universe, that, in view of the inti- 
mate relations between man and the rest of the living 
world, and between’ the forces exerted by the latter 
and all other forces, I can see no excuse for doubting 
that all are coordinated terms of nature’s great 
progression, from the formless to the formed, from 
the inorganic to thé organic, from blind force to con- 
scious intellect and will" The most that can be said 
of the creativ theory is that it is a question of belief, 
but of knowledge never. Dr. Page observes: “ We 
may believe in a direct act of creation, but we cannot 
make it a subject of research ; faith may accept, but 
reason cannot grasp it. On the other hand, a pro- 
cess of derivation by descent is a thing we can trace 
as of a kind with other processes; and, though un- 
able to explain, we can follow it as an indication, at 
least, of the method which nature has adopted in 
conformity with her ordinary and normal course of 
procedure. We can admit possibilities, but must 
reason from probabilities, and the probable can only 
be judged of from what is already known. Than 
this there is clearly no other course for philosophy. 
Everywhere in nature it sees nothing save processes, 
means, and results, causes and effects, and it cannot 
conceive, even if it wished, of anything being brought 
about unless through the instrumentality of means 
and processes.” 

To me it hasalways been a difficulty to understand 
how an infinit being could possibly hav been the 
creator of all things. For this reason: If he is in- 
finit, he is everywhere; if everywhere, he is in the 
universe; if in the universe now, he was always 
there. If he was always in the universe, there never 
was a time when the universe was not; therefore it 
could never hav been created. 

If it be said that this being was not always in the 
universe, then there must hav been a period when he 
occupied less space than he did subsequently. But 
lesser and greater cannot be applied to that which is 
eternally infinit. Further, before we can recognize 
the soundness of the position taken by advocates of 
special creation, we hav to think of a time when there 
was no time, of a place where there was no place. Is 
this possible? If it were, it would be interesting to 
learn where an infinit God was at that particular 
period, and how in “no time” he could perform his 
creativ act. 
created all things, the obvious question at once is, 
* Where was this being before anything else existed?” 
* Was there a time when God over all was God over 
nothing? Can we believe that a God over nothing 
began to be out of nothing, and to create all things 
when there was nothing?" Moreover, if the universe 
was created, from what did it emanate? From 
nothing? But, “from nothing, nothing can come." 
Was it created from something that already was? If 
so, it was no creation at all, but only a continuation 
of that which was in existence. Further, “creation 
needs action; to act is to use force; to use force im- 
plies the existence of something upon which that 
force can be used. But if that ‘something’ were 
there before creation, the act of creating was simply 
the reforming of preéxisting materials" Here 
three questions may be put.to the opponents of evo- 
lution who affirm the idea of special creation: (1) 
Is it logical to affirm the existence of that of which 
nothing is known either of itself or by analogy? 
Now, it cannot be alleged that anything is known of 
the supposed supernatural power of creation. On 
the other hand, sufficient is known of the facts of 
evolution to prevent the careful student of nature 
from attempting to rob her of that force and life giv- 
ing principle which undoubtedly belongs to her. (2) 
Is it logical to ascribe events to causes the existence 
of which is unknown, and more particularly when 
such events can be reasonably explained upon nat- 
ural principles with the aid of “the science of prob- 
abilities?” Dr. Page forcibly remarks: “ Man has 
his natural history relations—of that there can be no 
gainsaying—and we merely seek to apply to the de- 
termination of these the same methods of research 
which by common consent are applied to the deter- 
mination of the relations of other creatures. . 
Scientific research must abide by scientific methods ; 
scientific convictions must rest on scientific investi- 
gations.” To assent that life is associated with some- 
thing that is immaterial and immortal, and that this 
force could only hav been brought into existence by 
a special act of “the one great creator,” is to pros- 
trate reason and experience to the assumptions of an 
over. satisfied theology. To once more use the words 
of Dr. Page: “Science knows nothing of life save 
through its manifestations. With the growth of 
physical organization it comes; with the decay. of 
organization it disappears. While life endures, mind is 
its accompaniment; when life ceases, mental activity 
comes to a close. Thus far we can trace ; beyond this 
science is utterly helpless. No observation from the 
external world; no analogy, however plausible ; no 
analysis, however minute, can solve the problem of an 
immaterial and immortal existence." (3) Is it log- 
ical to urge the theory of special creation when science 
proclaims the stability of natural law, and its suffi- 
ciency for the production of all phenomena? Professor 


Besides, if à being really exists who: 


Tyndall, in his lecture on “ Sound,” says that if there 


is one thing that ‘science has demonstrated more 
clearly than another it is the stability of the opera- 
tions of the laws of nature. We feel assured from 
experience that this is so, and we act upon such as- 
surance in our daily life. The same eminent. scien- 


tist, in his Belfast address, says: * Now, as science. 


demands the radical extirpation of caprice, and the 
absolute reliance upon law in nature, there grew with 
the growth of scientific nations a desire and deter- 
mination to sweep from the field of theory this mob 
of gods and demons, and to place natural phenomena 
on a basis more congruent with themselvs.” Again, 
“Ts there not a temptation to close to some extent 
with Lucretius when he affirms that ‘nature is seen 
to do all things spontaneously of herself without the 
meddling of the gods,’ or with Bruno when he de- 
clares that matter is not ‘that mere empty capacity 
which philosophers hav pictured her to be, but the 
universal mother who brings forth all things as the 
fruit of her own womb? By an intellectual 
necessity I cross the boundary of the experimental 
evidence, and discern in that matter which we, in our 
ignorance of its latent powers, and notwithstanding 
our professed reverence. for its creator, hav hitherto 
covered with opprobrium, the promis and potency of 
all terrestrial life." CuARLES Watts. 
(TO BE CONCLUDED.) 
Oo —————— 


. The Existence of a Personal God. 


It is impossible—if we consider God to be the 
power that rules the universe—for any God to be 
worshiped as such unless he be an anthropomorphic 
God, or one represented as possessing human attri- 
butes and affections, for, denying as I do that man 
possesses a religious faculty, and believing that what 
is generally so called is composed of fear and credu- 
lity, it is very clear to me that all that there is of 
what is generally known asreligious worship consists 
in the propitiation of some imaginary deity, in order 
that his anger may not be vented upon those who 
offer up, or anyone for whom they offer yp, such pro- 
pitiation, and who consider that did they not do 
something to pacify this angry deity some terrible 
misfortune would befall them in this world or their 
supposed next. 

Now, anger, love, pleasure, pain, hatred, and jeal- 
ousy are human attributes; and what is considered 


„as being the Christian God is generally imagined as 


possessing all of these attributes. Consequently the 
Christian God is an anthropomorphie God, and it 


would be impossible for him to be worshiped (ina - 


religious manner) unless he were such. 

In regard to the location of God, we hav no data 
upon which to base an argument. It is a popular 
custom in Christian countries for Christian people to 


9 


direct the eyes upward when speaking of the deity, 


and the holy man of God descants by the hour about 
his “great redeemer, up in heaven,” forgetting, for 
the time, his brother-missionary in the antipodes, 
who—let us be charitable—is presumed to be doing 
nearly the. same thing at about the same time. But 
this is no proof whatever, for if we remember that 
the earth is revolving around the sun at the rate of 
65,500 miles an hour, at the same time that it is 
revolving upon its axis, and that the idea intended to 
be expressed is that God is up, we shall find that 
God, according to this idea, would occupy the whole 
of the universe (with the exception of the interior of 
the earth, which was, until the late revision of the 
Old Testament, devoted by our Christian friends to 
the rather warm abode of his satanic majesty, the 
devil). But this is not so, for we cannot philosoph- 
ically conceive of a God having human attributes 
without his having a human form also; and this, as it 
necessitates his being a personal God, renders it 
impossible for him to occupy the whole of the uni- 
verse (with the before-mentioned exception) because 
of his form. The Bible—which, by the way, is a 
book not to be relied on, on account of the many 
incredible and contradictory stories related therein, 
which are about on a par with those related in the 
“Arabian Nights”—tells us that God created man 
after his own likeness (see Gen. i, 27); consequently 
our Christian friends, if they believe, as they pretend 
to, in the’ Bible, must worship a personal God, or 
none at all. 

In regard to the age of God we are, if possible, in 
a greater muddle than we were when we attempted 
to find out something regarding his location. In 
fact, God, if he be the ruler of the universe, can hav 
no determinable age, for if he has he certainly must 
hav had a beginning, and if he had a beginning he 
must hav been created by some power greater than 
himself, and that power, and not God, would be the 
power that rules the universe. 

God knows all things, and is in possession of all 
facts, past, present, and future; because if he does 
not know all things, and is not in possession of all 
facts, past, present, and future, there is something 
in existence, or which at some future time will exist, 
of which God knows nothing, and consequently he is 
not the all-wise and powerful creator which it is 
necessary for him to be in order for him to be the 
power that rules the universe. Moreover, God must 
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" always hav known all things, and he must always hav 


been in possession of all facts, past, present, and 


` «future. If this is not so, then ‘there must hav been 
‘a time when God was not in the possession of all 


facts, and did not know all things. But as we hav 
see that it is necessary for God to know all things 


‘and be in possession of all facts at the present time 


in order for him to be the power that rules the uni- 
verse, he must hav received in the interim some 
knowledge from some source outside of himself, and 


, Consequently that source, and not God, would be the 


power that rules the universe. , , 

Now, if God has a will, he knows it, and if he was 
ever going to change his will, he knew it before he 
changed .it, and he also knew what that change was 


.going to be, and as God is in possession of all facts, 


past, present, and future, and always was in posses- 
sion of such facts, he knew before he created the uni- 
verse just what man was going to do. . 

We cannot violate the will of God, for if we can, 
then I hold that that is conclusiv proof that man’s 
will is more powerful, than God’s unless it be that 
God willed that his own will be not done, which 
would be a paradox. . 

God makes no mistakes, does nothing wrong, be- 
cause all mistakes are the result of ignorance, and if 
God ever made a mistake it would show that he was 
not in possession of all facts, and did not know all 


- things, and, consequently, could not be the power 


that rules the universe. : 

God never feels pleasure, pain, anger, love, or 
hatred, because if he does it is necessary that there 
be some power outside of himself which either op- 
poses his will or contributes to the fulülment of. his 
desire. Both of these are impossibilities, however, 
the former because any power which can oppose 


` God's will would necessarily be more powerful than 


he, and consequently would be the power that 
rules the universe, and not God; the latter because 
God has no desire, for if he has a desire it must be 
for something which he does not already possess; 
but if God is the ruler of the universe he must neces- 
sarily possess all things. God never feels jealous. 


God never receives any knowledge or information 
unless he receives it from himself and by his own 
will, and that would be like pouring water from a 
glass into itself ; itis impossible for him to receive it 
from any outside source, as he already is in possession 
of all knowledge and information. 

God never thinks, because thinking is the effort of 
ignorance and weakness, or partial ignorance, to gain 
more knowledge ; but as God is already in possession 
of all knowledge, it is impossible that he should 
think. 

Men say that there must hav been a plan of the 
universe, and giv, as an example, a watch, with all its 
miniature and complicated machinery, stating that the 


` watch could not hav been constructed unless a plan 
. of it had first been made. This comparison, how- 
- ever, is ridiculous, because the atoms comprising the 


matter of which the watch is formed do not (in them- 
selvs) possess the potentiality of forming themselvs 
into a watch with mechanism complete, while those 
comprising the universe most assuredly do possess 
the power in themselvs (attractiv and repulsiv forces) 
of forming themselvs into all the varied objects 
which it is possible for us or any animal to experi- 
ence; but if we philosophically examin and consider 
the plan theory, we shall find that if God ever made 
a plan there must hav been a time before that plan 
was made, and since there must hav been an eternity 
previous to any given time, then there was an eternity 
during which God ruled the universe without a plan ; 
but this was not so, for if God was ever going to 
change his mind or make a plan, he always knew it, 
for if he did not always know it then he must hav 
found it out when he made his plan; but if this was 
so, then he must hav received this information from 
some source which knew more than he did. 

Now, I hav spoken of the will of God as though he 
exercised it at the present time, but he does not, for, 
having ordered anything to be and knowing that it 
will be, there can be no further exercise of will upon 
this object, for the reason that when once anything 
is obtained it is impossible for the same person to 
obtain the same thing again as long as that person 
keeps possession of it, as he already has it. 

Now, if God willed that the universe exist and it 
did exist, then it was impossible for God to again 
will it to exist, as it existed already ; nor could he hav 
exercised his will in making minor alterations in any 
way whatever in any part of the universe after he had 
once exercised his will in creating it as a whole, for, 
if he did, he must (as he knew before he created the 
universe just what he was going to create) hav 
made some mistake in his calculations. 

But when did God exercise his will in creating the 
universe? Let us go back and try to fix the time, 
and we shall find that if God ever exercised his will 
in the creation of the universe, then there was a time 
before the universe was created ; and since there must 
hav been an eternity previous to the time when God 
created the universe, then there was an eternity dur- 
ing which God was nothing, for he could not feel 
pleasure, pain, love, anger, hatred, or jealousy, nor 


could he think, desire, or receive any knowledge or 
information ; and, what is stranger still, if God existed 
before the universe, hé would hav been powerless to 
create it, as there would hav been nothing for him 
to exercise his will (supposing he had one) upon, and 
inversely nothing to excite his will to action. But it 
was impossible for God to exist before the universe, 


for the simple reason that the universe has always, 


existed, for as void is a portion of the universe, and 
there never could hav been a time when void did not 
exist, then the universe must always hav existed— 
for the identity of void and matter (force?) was fully 
demonstrated by Sir Humphrey Davy when he 
proved the impossibility of a vacuum. 
Cnanrzs F. Gaur. 
— — —9-$——— — ——— 


Political Jesuitry. 


To THE Eprror or Tae Thure Srexer, Sir: A few 
days ago the people of this state (Iowa) were shocked 


by the report that the Rev. Mr. Haddock was foully, 


murdered in the night by a crowd of ruffians who 
laid in wait for him. The shock and its consequent 
indignation were intensified when it became known 
that Mr. Haddock was an avowed Prohibitionist, and 
that his fidelity to that cause had brought on him 
the indignation of “the saloon element.” The de- 
ceased clergyman is already canonized as a martyr, 
and the party that avowedly stands for Prohibition 
is making political capital out of the sad event. 


| More than that, there is an ill-concealed pleasure 


over it, as it is supposed to be a strong argument 
in behalf of “law and order," etc. 

One of the leading papers of this state lies before 
me, as I write, and givs the following from an ex- 
change of a neighboring city: 

When the news reached this city that Rev. G. C. Haddock 
had been. shot down in.the streets of Sioux City by some 
unknown persons, a leading Republican of this city rubbed 
his hands together, and, with apparent glee, exclaimed, 
“That news is worth $10,000 to the Republican party of this 
state." At the indignation meeting held in the court-house 
that samc evening tbis same gentleman told how sorry he 
was to hear of Mr. Haddock’s death. 

Every sensible person is aware that no good can 
result from killing our political opponents. But 
when the Prohibitionists are posing as law-abiding 
citizens, and the deceased gentleman is called a mar- 
tyr, it is time for another voice to be heard. About 
two years ago, one of the most prominent Methodist 
preachers of Kansas, whose immoral conduct «has 
since eclipsed his fame, gave an address in the largest 
city of Kansas, and advocated the burning of saloon- 
keepers’ property. Affer his incendiary speech was 
delivered, he was suspicious of the impression he had 
produced, and after leaving the hall he was struck 
by a German. The partisan press exaggerated the 
affair, making it appear that the Rev. Dr. K was 
a martyr in the cause of temperance and morals. 

I am acquainted with the following: A certain gen- 
tleman had secured .a United States license to sell 
liquor, a license which permits him to sell beer in 
quantities of not less than a gallon. The Prohibi- 
tionist$ of the city where he livs, believing in the 
infamous Jesuitical doctrin that “the end justifies 
the means,” one night emptied a can of kerosene oil 
on his building and then set fire to it. Recently, in 
Mississippi, the Prohibitionists terrified the colored 
voters, because they (the colored voters) were in 
favor of licensing the saloons. 

Two cases hav happened in this city (Des Moines). 
About a year ago some one informed the authorities 
that a certain German—an old man, whose venerable 
wife was still living with him—kept beer and used 
it as a beverage, instead of for medicinal purposes. 
The old gentleman, as many other Germans do, 
would buy a barrel of beer and bottle it for his own 
use. Two unprincipled rascals, clothed with the 
authority of the state, entered the old folks’ home, 
and instituted a search. Neither of them could 
well understand English. It so happened that the 
old lady was on a seat that rested on the cellar 
door. Not understanding their object, because not 
understanding our language, she remained on her 
seat. Finding her unwilling to move, one of them 
pointed a revolver at her, at which her husband rose 
in her defense. The brutes then assailed them both 
with their weapons and ran away. To make a long 
story short, the old man is unable to work and is a 
mental wreck as a consequence of the affray, and his 
wife is reduced to beggary and want. 

Another “moral” affair happened in this same city 
only a few days ago. The home of an ex-saloon- 
keeper, one of the most highly respected men here, 
and deservedly so, was entered by a policeman; two 
bottles of beer were found in the refrigerator, and 
were immediately seized. The court decided that 
“ there was no merit in the case," and ordered the 
beer festored to the owner. The above are but 
samples of numberless cases under which the law is 
executed. 

Your regular readers know that I do not believe in 
Anarchy, but how much respect will any government 
receive from its citizens if, under factional influence, 
those rights are invaded which it proposes to pro- 
tect? When government becomes the guilty ag- 
gressor, rebellion is the result. The laws of this 


state in relation to the liquor. traffic are infamously 
unjust, and there is hardly a town where they are not 
more or less openly violated. To rectify a wrong by 
establishing another is the great crime of modern 
politics. If a man’s home may be entered at any 
time by a policeman, who is clothed with authority to 
see what his family drink, it is also right to enter it 
for the purpose of seeing what they eat, read, etc., 


and we may see the principle of the Spanish Inqui- . 


sition established in this country, but applied to 
diet as it was formerly applied to literature and be- 
lief. And what assurance hav we that it may not be 
applied to these latter as well as to the former ? 


It seems to me that we hav reached the climax of - 


political hypocrisy and deceit. Some of the most 
intemperate men I hav met with are avowed Prohi- 
bitionists, and in all my travels, I believe, I can almost 
count on the fingers of my two hands those whom I 
know or believe to -be consistent in their profession 
of temperance (Prohibition). If it were necessary, I 
could produce witnesses that many of the leading 
Prohibitionists in cities where I hav lectured are 
steady patrons of the new saloon, i. e., the drug 
store. 

I hav not an unkind word or feeling toward those 
who, believing in the equity of Prohibition, abstain 
from the use of intoxicating beverages; but no lan- 
guage can express my contempt for men who pub- 
licly praise such a law and secretly violate it. ‘“ And 
their name is legion.” J. L. ANDREW. 

Fort Scott, Kan. — 

— eor 
Organization and Science Schools. 

No real advancement ever has been made in any 
cause without practical, efficient organization. There 
is an opinion among some good Liberals that, 
although organization is essential to success, we 
must wait for it to come of itself, rather than by en- 
ergetic persistency inaugurate it. ` 

While at Hempstead, Long Island, to deliver two 
lectures in the grove. of that brave old veteran, Elisha 
Hyatt, it was my happy lot to become the guest of 
C. H. DeMott, a young man of more than ordinary 
intelligence, culture, and energy. He had attended 
the Albany convention of the New York Freethinkers’ 
Association, but failed to get acquainted with other 
Liberals who were there from the same town, but he 
realized the necessity of organization at Hempstead, 
if opposition and ostracism were to be removed and 
the aims and object of Secularism become known to 
his friends and neighbors. Although the few Free- 
thinkers of the town resided miles apart, he suc- 
ceeded in arousing them to united effort, organized a 
local society, and succeeded in establishing a Free- 
thought library and reading-room in the village of 
Hempstead—the first and only public reading-room 
in the town. To increase the interest and attract the 
young people, Mr. DeMott, being a proficient sten- 
ographer, instituted a freé school, and has a most 
successful class in shorthand writing—the students 
becoming, by their associations and surroundings, 
familiarized with the principles of Secularism. 

Finding the little society could not afford to hire 
experienced lecturers, although having no experience 
as a public speaker, he, despite his natural diffidence, 
prepared and delivered some very able lectures on 
astronomy, thus greatly increasing the general inter- 
est in the organization. 

After my lecture on Sunday afternoon (15th inst.), 
I had the pleasure to listen to one of Mr. DeMott’s 
lectures on astronomy. With the aid of his charts 
he made the whole subject so plain and clear that the 
child of eight years was, equally with the cultured 
adult, deeply interested and fully able to compre- 
hend. I can conceive of no lecture that could more 
effectually bring conviction to the mind of every 
hearer of the conflict between scientific facts and the 
Mosaic account of creation, and yet without in any 
way arousing the prejudice of the most devout 
orthodox believer. 

The organization at Hempstead is an assured suc- 
cess. The Executiv Committee are hopeful of induc- 
ing Mr. DeMott to deliver one of his lectures at the 
New York Freethinkers’ Annual Convention. Noth- 
ing could better demonstrate the practicability of 
science schools on Sundays. 

The effort of Mr. C. H. DeMott at Hempstead 
proves we should not wait for organization to germi- 
nate itself, but at once plant, foster, and cultivate it. 

The Convention at White Sulphur Springs is 
especially designed to afford facilities for our best 
thinkers and workers to become personally ac- 
quainted and interested in each other, so they can 
compare methods and perfect plans for practical or- 
ganization so that every school district in our state 
where there are five Liberals may hav its local 
Secular society and science school on Sundays, de- 
voted to sociability and scientific education. 

Never was there a more important meeting, or one 
of more interest. Recreation, sociability, and ad- 
vancement of the cause combined render it a duty 
for every genuin Liberal. to make especial effort to 
attend and induce friends and neighbors to accom- 
pany him. 
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Call for the ''enth Annual Congress. 

To the Auxiliary Secular Unions and to all Citizens 
of the United States and Canadas who support 
the Nine Demands of Liberalism : 

You are invited to attend the Tenth Annual Con- 
gress of the American Secular Union, to be held in 
New York city, at Chickering Hall, Fifth avenue and 
18th street, on November 11th, 12th, and 18th, and 
also on Sunday evening, the 14th, a lecture by Col. 
Robert G. Ingersoll, which concludes the Congress. 

Pursuant to a vote at the last Congress, notice is 
hereby given that the following amendments to the 
constitution of the Union will be acted upon: 1. To 
reduce the fee for life-membership from $25 to $10. 
2. Or, on payment of $10 by applicant for member- 
Ship, to authorize the secretary to issue ten-year 
membership certificates, with all the privileges of 
life-membership during that time. 3. Whenever a 
man or woman has -taken out annual membership 
certificates for three or five consecutiv years, such 
person thereafter on payment of annual-membership 
fee to possess the privilege of life-membership. 

The Congress will also be called upon to consider 
measures for carrying on the work of Freethought, 
and securing the adoption of such laws by the various 
state governments and by the national government 
as shall make the United States thoroughly Secular, 
and the repeal of all laws now on the statute-books 
which conflict with the Nine Demands of Liberalism. 

Local auxiliary Unions are entitled by the Union 
constitution to five representativs in the Congress— 
the president and secretary and three delegates. All 
charter-members and life-members, all vice-presidents, 
all chairmen of state executiv committees, are entitled 
to seats and votes in the Congress. Annual 
members are entitled to seats but not votes, except 

. by permission of the Congress. 

It is hoped that every auxiliary Union will send a 
full delegation to the Congress, and that every Free- 
thinker in the United States and Canada, who can, 
will be present. 

Per order of board of directors : 

R. G. InarrsoLL, President. 
Samvet P. Purnam, Secretary. 
CounTLANDT PALMER, Treasurer. 
Cuares B. REvNonps, Ch. Ex. Com. 
E. M. Macponazp, Ch. Fin. Com. 
———— — 39-8 — — — — 
News and Notes. . 


The two successful meetings at Denver giv me 
great encouragement. The large numbers present 
show the deep and wide interest that is felt in the 
Freethought movement, especially in the West. In 
fact, the Western states and territories afford a most 
promising field for effort. The people out here seem 
to be ready for work, and heartily believe in some- 
thing new and better. 

The Liberals of Denver are worthy of all credit for 
the splendid campaign they hav made. They went 
in for doing their level best, and achieving a result 
that would be felt far outside of Liberal circles. This 
they hav done. The Liberal party in Colorado has 
now a power that it never had before. There is bet- 
ter acquaintance, more unity and enthusiasm. 

I enjoyed my visit in Denver exceedingly. It gave 
me fresh courage to be. in contact with such brave 


„all ardent Freethinkers. 


campaigners, whose very boldness compelled victory 
to perch upon our banners. 

I found a pleasant Freethought home with Mr. 
and Mrs. Truss and their little boy, a bright Liberal 
indeed, whose name is honorable, Charles Darwin— 
and that indicates what kind of a man he will be. 
He is born to all the glory of science and liberty. 

Mr. Truss is full of the enthusiasm of humanity. 
He formerly lived in Syracuse, where he was identi- 
fied with Liberal religious movements among the 
many reformers of that city, which is the “salt of 
the earth.” His father was a Methodist minister, but 
with a dash of the liberty-loving spirit. He seceded 
from the great Methodist church because of its pro- 
slavery attitude, and was a leader in the formation of 
the American Wesleyan church, which was distinctivly 
antislavery, and was the only organized Christian 
body that set itself without compromise for the free- 
dom of the slave. We see, therefore, that Mr. Truss 
has good blood from such heroic ancestors, and the 
material to make an advanced Freethinker. For 
some years he has been quite blind, but that only 
seems to make him more bright and activ. -He is in 
thorough sympathy with the outward world. His 
mental vision pierces beyond the walls of flesh. I 
find him a scholar and a thinker indeed in regard to 
the great issues of the day. Hé has penetrated deep 
into the questions that now agitate the world. He 
still keeps the armor on, although many men in his 
circumstances would retire from the front of the bat- 
tle. But he is bound to be with the advancing 
column. He is nobly aided by Mrs. Truss, who is 
one of those bright women who, in the world of 
practical activity, demonstrate that woman has just 
as much brain power and executiv capacity as the 
sharpest business man. 

Mr. John G. Jenkins is a genuin English Secu- 
larist. He believes in doing something. He has 
a heart as big as an ox, with plenty of 
common sense to guide. He has faith in * social 
dynamics” and the power of Freethought to 
make this world better and happier. He has the 
religion of humanity and this world. He is per- 
fectly courageous in the expression of his opinions. 
No man has done more for our cause in Denver than 
John G. Jenkins, and it was a pleasure to meet so 
genuin a man and his delightful family, whose home 
is indeed a temple of liberty, equality, and fraternity. 

Mr. Walter Varian is another good English 
brother, who has roamed through various lands, and 
gathered all sorts of truth. He has now pitched his 
tent in Denver. It did my mind and body good to 
meet this genial traveler. He has charge of the 
Turkish and Russian baths of the Windsor Hotel, 
and these equal in comfort and magnificence any- 
thing we can boast of in New York. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hooper added also to the enjoyment 
of my pilgrimage, for they brought me into fresh 
contact with the great English world of agitation and 

olitios. Mr. Hooper is brother-in-law of Mr. Brad- 
augh; was with him in his boyhood, played with 
him, mingled with all his early difficulties and trials; 
and it was like a romance, the story told of those 
days of penury and toil, of nakedness, and almost 
hunger, whose persistent struggle has resulted in 
such splendid triumph. 

Mr. Z. Shed is well known to many Freethinkers, 
especially in the West, for his able advocacy of our 
cause, both upon the platform and in the press. He 
formerly resided at Fremont, Neb., and was one of 
its foremost lawyers and business men. He organ- 
ized the Freethought element there, with library, 
reading-room, and courses of lectures, and made it a 
predominant influence. He is now one of the promi- 
nent citizens of Denver, and an unflinching advocate 
of our cause. He recently issued a public challenge to 
Munhall, the evangelist, but that “champion of the 
Lord” was afraid, and answered not. Mr. Shed is 
author of several lectures and articles, which are 
freighted with facts and arguments, and will make 
excellent campaign documents. In the future Free- 
thought movement of Colorado Mr. Shed, with his 
ability, energy, experience, and knowledge, and 
courageous loyalty, will be a skilful and enterprising 
leader. I enjoyed the hospitality of his beautiful 
home, where his wife, and son, and daughter make 
this world so really pleasant that faith in another is 
of but little account. We are satisfied where we are. 

Mr. Charles Roth is another radical humanitarian 
who believes in work. He will not let the Christians 
be at peace. He likes to giv them a touch of the 
sword of truth now and then, although it does 
hurt the theological skin. The Christians squirm, of 
course, but in the end they feel better, for they attain 
some knowledge. 

I spent an agreeable evening with Mrs. Taussig 
and her family, and Mr. and Mrs. Beekman, who are 
Miss Florence Taussig 
added much to the interest and success of the lect- 
ures by the excellent music which she furnished. I 
know I spoke better because I had such happy in- 
spirations. 

Mrs. Buckner-Johnson the readers of Tae Trura 
SgEkER know well She has enriched our Free- 
thought literature by her noble contributions. She 
has fought grandly for our cause in word and life 


with indomitable spirit and devotion. She*has had l 


to overcome great difficulties, and pass through great. 


sorrows, but the glory has not gone from her mind 
and heart. Humanity is still fresh and beautiful, 
and truth sublimely joyous. She.is “on the hights” 
because she has been true, not to God, but to herself. 
She has maintained her integrity—and what nobler 
victory can be achieved by man or woman? 

I was glad also to meet my old friend the Rev. 


Myron Reed, who is by all odds the most brilliant - 


and popular preacher in Denver. 
little theology in him, however. 

manity, reform, and this world. He is no clergyman 
indeed, but a live man, and a first-class heretic. He 
and I were in the theological seminary together, and 
I always thought he was about the most sensible 
fellow in the whole outfit. He didn’t look a bit like 
a theolog, and he doesn’t look a bit now like a min- 
ister. He tells a good story on himself. He was up 
in Michigan hunting and fishing, and made the ac- 
quaintance of some goodly “sinners.” He was 
preaching then in Indianapolis, and invited them to 


He has mighty 


call upon him when they happened in that city. 


They did so, and inquired for a lawyer by the name 
of Reed. Nobody knew him. “What, Myron Reed?” 
“Ah, yes, Myron Reed! Oh, he is a preacher!” 
“What?” said they ; “a preacher? Why, we thought 
he was a gentleman!” Good for Reed, but hard on 
the profession. Reed is doing glorious work where 
he is, but I believe he will do a bigger work in the 
future. He is too much of a giant to wear the 
dwarf's mantle much longer. 

Mr. Thomas, who introduced me at my second 
lecture, is one of the brightest lawyers in Colorado. 
He has always been an outspoken Infidel. Two 
years ago he ran for Congress on the Democratic 
ticket. His opponent threatened to spring the *'re- 
ligious racket" on him, and denounce Mr. Thomas as 
an Infidel. .* Do that,” said Mr. Thomas, “and I will 
giv you one thousand dollars. I shall be certain of 
election then.” His opponent didn’t dare to do it, 
and any politician would be a fool in this country 
who would try to make such an issue in a political 
Canvass. 

Well, I could name many others, men and women 
good and true, in this beautiful city of Denver. Mr. 
and Mrs. Coplin, E. T. Weber, E. T. Gibson, Fred. 
Warren, Austin W. Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Lewis, etc., 
whose names are on the roll of honor, the list of con- 
tributors to the Campaign Fund. I must not forget 
Mr. J. C. Alexander, stage carpenter of Tabor's Grand 
Opera House, who always does things up in style, 
&nd made my surroundings for the lecture as pleas- 
ant as possible. He and his wife are both Liberals. 

Only think of it, Mr. Richard Day, of Alamosa, 
eame two hundred and fifty miles to hear my lecture. 
The Christians can't beat that. What one of them 
all will travel five hundred miles. to hear an ortho- 
dox sermon? Not much. It don't pay to go so far 
merely to hav a sound nap under the droppings of 
the sanctuary. Our Day is a live day, indeed, and 
brings good cheer. That shows what Western folk 
will do, and the fire that is in their blood. So long 
as people come five hundred miles to hear me talk, I 
wil keep on my way rejoicing. It makes up for a 
thousand disappointments to shake hands with so 
glorious an Infidel as Mr. Day. 

On Monday evening, August 16th, there was an 
enthusiastic organization of the Denver Secular 
Union. It will be a splendid power for Liberalism, I 
know. A large number hav already united with it. 

So good-bye, Denver; you hav given the noblest 
success of the whole campaign, and I thank you with 
all my heart. All along the line we shall feel the 
glow of your choice and noble spirits. 

Again at Greeley, and two more lectures to good 


‘houses, and the organization of a Secular Union. 


This makes four new Secular Unions in Colorado at 
important points. What is wanted now is a first- 
rate lecturer for this “Centennial state.” In com- 
bination with local talent, a vast work might be done. 
Who will make good this magnificent promis? 

Captain Wadlia, J. W. Leighton, Dr. Camp, Dr. 
Welsh, and their families and others will make 
Greeley worthy of its name, a power for political lib- 
erty and justice. Whatever other organizations may 
do, our organization has a special work—a work of 
the first importance. Our friends at Greeley realize 
this, that while other Liberal societies can ac- 
complish somewhat of our social and intellectual 
service, they cannot emphasize with the same tenacity 
the Nine Demands and strike the blow for political 
freedom. Our organization exists for a special pur- 
pose, and all Spiritualists, Materialists, Agnostics, 
Atheists, and broad-minded Unitarians can unite on 
this common platform and labor for a reform the 
success of which is absolutely necessary to the suc- 
cess of all other reforms. 

I was glad to meet again our good friends Mr. 
and Mrs. Wadlia, Charles Berry, Mr. and Mrs. 
Leighton and family, Dr. Camp, Mrs. Stillwell, and 
others. I find that Dr. and Mrs. Camp hav had 
quite a varied experience in their battles for freedom. 
They lived in Georgia before the war, and were 
stanch advocates of the Union, and were com- 
pelled for safety to run the blockade and find a home 


He sticks to hu-: 


. sake of a little social life. 


$ 
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in the North. The doctor was obliged to travel on 
foot several hundred miles amid the mountains of 
Tennessee, and burning forests by night, and it was 
indeed a wonderful and romantic experience. His 
wife and children were obliged to follow by a differ- 
ent route, and for several months the doctor knew 
not what their fate might be. At last they came to- 


` gether in New York. The doctor and Mrs. Camp 


were at that time Liberals, and endured sacrifices for 
opinion’s sake. They hav brought up a good family 
of' Freethinkers, and all his children—and grand- 
children, too, I guess, one of whom, a bright baby, 
is named Robert Ingersoll—are enlisted for the war. 
This Camp is indeed a lively camp, but no “ chap- 
lains" need apply. l 

I was disappointed not to meet Mr. Gibbs, for- 
merly minister of the Unitarian church here, but'so 
radical that the conservativ element rebelled and de- 
manded something more Christian, and the good- 
natured radicals and Agnostics consented. “They 
thought the Unitarian church a good thing and were 
willing to endure prayers and Bible-reading for the 
Everyone must decide for 
himself, but my radicalism and the radicalism of 
some of my Greeley friends are too strong for that 
kind of food. I want the Unitarian church to do all 
the good it can, but from my standpoint it has alto- 
gether too much of “ the sweet by-and-by.” 

Mr. Gibbs is too strong and honest a thinker to be 
in the Unitarian pulpit. While a clergyman, he gave 
one of the best: and most cordial sermons on Inger- 


` soll that I hav yet seen, and in it he sounds the notes 


of a genuin Infidel. He belongs to us, and will do 
noble work in the Secular movement. 

I left Greeley last Thursday and bade farewell to 
the glorious mountains and vast plains, and am now 
in a world of enchantment, amid the rolling prairies 
covered with beautiful grass, waving ranks of corn, 
golden wheat, and shining orchards. It seemsas if I 
had passed from one continent to another, all is so 
different. I almost imagin myself on the bosom of a 
wide and billowing sea, ornamented with ten thou- 
sand gleaming isles. I amat the farm-home, “ Engle- 
wood,” of Mr. Lewis Moffitt, the founder of Seward, 
one of the frontiersmen of this state who came to 
these prairies twenty years ago when there was not a 
house to be seen, and the Indians were almost within 
gun-shot. A vast change has taken place. 

The whole country is now under cultivation. 
Seward is an elegant city. The farm buildings are 
like those of New England. All is animation, life, 
and splendor. I hav given three lectures here, to 
good houses, in spite of the hot weather. It seems 
as if, while I am writing this letter, I am seated right 
in front of a furnace. The sweat rolls off my face as 
if I were packing hay, as I used to when a boy under 
the barn roof. Scarcely a breath is now in the air. 
I lecture this evening on “The Glory of Infidelity.” 
I am afraid the Christians won’t come, the weather 
givs such premonitions of what might be if they 
should fall from grace. On a cooler day they might 
be more venturesome. The orthodox hav also im- 
ported, to offset my lectures, a temperance orator, 
“the Rough Diamond of Indiana.” In spite of all, 
however, the work goes on. A Secular Union has 
been formed here. Friends are rallying. I will 
write more next week—if I am not melted. I go 
from here to Valley Falls to-morrow. 

My lecture engagements are: Seneca, Kan., Aug. 
29th; West Point, Neb., Sept. 1st, 2d, 3d; Omaha, 
Sept. 5th; Cromwell, Ia., Sept. "th, 8th; Leon, Ia., 
Sept. 9th, 10th; Ottumwa, Ia., Sept. 12th; West 
Point, Ia, Sept. 14th, 15th, 16th; Chicago, Ill, 
Sept. 26th; Belding, Mich., Sept. 28th, 29th; West 
Union, O., Oct. 1st, 2d, 3d. I shall then return to 
New York to prepare for the national Congress to be 


- held there Nov. 11th, 12th, 13th, and 14th. This 


will probably be one of the most interesting Free- 
thought gatherings ever held in the country, and I 
hope that Liberals from all parts of the land will 
arrange to come to the Empire City and enjoy & 
“ feast of reason and flow of soul.” 
Samur P. Pursat. 
Seward, Neb., Aug. 28, 1886. 


d e i M a e 
Chicago Secular Notes. 
The Chicago Secular Union reopens Sunday even- 
ing, Sept. 19th. Judge Page, an eloquent speaker 
and scientist, lectures on “ The Origin of Life.” 


Persons living at a distance from Chicago fail to. 


realize the persecutions of the Liberals in this 
city at the present time. Last Sunday the Rev. Mr. 
Blackwell preached a sermon in one of our popular 
churches, in which he contended that every publisher, 
teacher, or lecturer of Atheism and Infidelity was 
equally responsible with these seven convicts of 
crime, and that “ Anarchy is but fruit ripened upon 
the tree of Rationalism planted by George Frederick 
Hegel in Germany, and watered and cultivated by 
Robert Ingersoll in America.” 

The reverend gentleman but reflects in his charge 
the logic and the animus of the prosecution in the 
late Anarchist trial These men were Atheists. 
Hang them! A lady prominently connected with the 
defense said to me that could the people of this 
country know and realize the travesty upon justice 


that was being enacted in Cook county criminal 
court they would: rise in revolution; and said a 
prominent Chicago physician, himself orthodox, “A 
brother practitioner of mine admits that it has not 
been proved that these men were guilty, but they are 
Atheists and that should hang them.” l 

You must not think that we hav made ourselvs 
particularly obnoxious to the authorities by any pro-. 
nounced declarations of Anarchy; that isn’t neces- 
sary in Chicago now to insure persecution. The 
mildest form of Socialism is as fiercely condemned, 
and no form of Freethought tolerated. Martyrdom 
is made extremely easy. A system of police espionage 
has been adopted rivaling the spies of Venice, and in 
torturing prisoners the methods of the Inquisition hav 
been revived. The bigotry, intolerance, and perse- 
cution of the Middle Ages confront us. On the 
streets citizens are shadowed, and detectivs are 
found at the meetings of every society. The Arbeiter 
Zeitung, Spies’s paper, is permitted to publish only 
what a censor may approve. At a labor meeting 
Sunday afternoon, two policemen came to the door 
and ordered that no resolutions be passed censuring 
the action of the jury in condemning the Anarchists. 
But the command was not obeyed, and the society 
passed a vigorous resolution denouncing the injustice 
of the sentence. 

It is proposed by Chicago’s wealthy citizens to 
raise & purse of a thousand dollars, to be divided 
among. the jury, offering a premium to the jurors 
that are to sit in judgment on the Anarchists yet to 
be tried. “TI tell you,” said Captain Shaack to a re- 
porter, * the Anarchist business in Chicago has only 
commenced, and before it is through with we will 
hav them all in jail, hung, or driven out of the city." 
And remember that this includes all Socialists. The 
police of Chicago, with but few exceptions, are Cath- 
olics. This case, from the time that Captain Bon- 
field, unauthorized, as sworn to by Mayor Harrison 
—and so it goes down in history—led the attack on a 
peaceable meeting of citizens at the Haymarket, has 
been in the hands of the police. The witnesses for 
the state were detectivs, denominated by the Su- 
preme Court of the state of Illinois as professional 
liars, paid informers, men who would swear to any- 
thing to save their lives; and the police. The Prot- 
estant ministers at a meeting resolved that they 
would approve whatever the police might do, thus 
using Catholic clubs to beat the citizens of a Protest- 
ant country. And now that sentence has been 
passed, the ministers of the city denounce the Free- 
thinkers as the cause, and a daily paper says, approv- 
ingly, that * the Catholic clergy are not slow in ex- 
pressing their entire satisfaction at the verdict.” 

And so Captain Schaack, as in * The Mikado,” is 
lord high chancellor, and has only to consult himself 
as to the number and execution of his victims. Like 
Robespierre, who, entrusted with too much power, 
became the terror of the French Revolution, this 
man becomes each day more daring, and adds some 
citizen’s name to his list. 

The capitalistic press has howled its approval. 
Bismarck, through his agents, sent congratulations ; 
but the people, the laborers, are appalled at the 
severity of the sentence, and, white with horror, hud- 
dled here and there in little groups on the corners, 
whisper one to another, “It can't be; they won't 
hang them, it is too cruel; for, after all these men 
were only speaking for liberty and justice." 

These men, says the Rev. Mr. Blackwell, threw no 
bombs, but their words incited some others to do the 
deed. These men hav been condemned to death as 
accessories, and the bomb-thrower, the principal in 
the crime, is unknown. By the enormity of this sen- 


tence all precedent has been set aside, for the law de- 


mands that the principal be known before another is 
punished as an accomplice. And, my fellow-Free- 
thinkers, do not imagin that this trial and its results 
concern the Anarchists alone. It is a direct attack 
upon the rights of the people as represented by asso- 
ciations to enable labor to protect itself; upon free 
speech and a free press. Let every individual, then, 
boldly add his protest against the persecutions that 
are being cunningly manipulated by the Catholic and 
Protestant clergy of this country. Let the rulers 
feel that the people stand firm for justice as one 
man, a power behind the throne. 
Mrs. A. M. Freeman, 
Secretary of Chicago Secular Union. 
Aug. 25, 1886. 


The Verdict. 

If the article labeled in Chicago as “law and 
order” be universal, then American liberty is a hol- 
low mockery and a stupendous lie. Eight men, in- 
dicted for murder, hav been tried for conspiracy, 


riot, Anarchism, Socialism, Communism, Atheism; | 
j to à 
and labor reform in general, and seven hav been sen- 


tenced to death for a murder that the editor of Tux 
TThuvg Seeker or I is just as guilty of as those con- 
demned. It is the verdict of a hired capitalistic 
vigilance committee, aided by the oath of a notorious 
professional blackmailer, thief, and scoundrel in gen- 
eral to giv it legal form. Their sentences astounded 
and horrified every person of heart and brain in this 
city. The capitalistic class, not satisfied with exult- 


“come. 
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ing over this infamous “attempt” at the sacrifice of 
seven human lives, openly offered a blood-money 
bribe to the jury of $1,000 so that any future 
juries who might serve on this and other cases (there 
are & number of others to be tried) will violate their 
oaths, fall at the feet of the Moloch, and receive their 
reward. 

Oh, how well we remember the traditions of liberty 
as laid down by the founders of this republic! Think 
of it, the press of Chicago glory over the fact that 
the organs inspired by Bismarck, in Berlin, heartily 
approve of the verdict; that Americans now rejoice 
that their judicial proceedings are approved by the 
damnedest despotism of Europe. Of course they are 
approved—Bismarck rejoices, the czar of Russia is 
happy, the pope of Rome—the great conspirator— 
serenely chuckles, and every tyrant of great and 
small degree is pleased in proportion to his infamy. 

Think how sacred is the freedom of the press when 
bullet-headed policemen are sent by a state's attor- 
ney to notify the Arbeiter Zeitung that if it passed 
severe adverse criticism on the verdict, the office 
would be gutted and the paper suppressed. By the 
advice of their attorneys much matter was eliminated. 

At a meeting of the Central Labor Union, Sunday, 
detectivs came to the door, called out President 
Zeller, and demanded that no resolutions should be 
adopted which criticised this verdict or the judge or 
jury. To the honor and glory of this brave organi- 
zation, they passed resolutions in spite of this intimi- 
dation. They are of the sterner stuff. 

One of our most noted lawyers and citizens, an ex- 
judge, has just written me: 


I am opposed, to judicial murder. The right of 
free speech, free discussion, for the purposes of reform, is to 
be maintained at all and every cost. When it comes to police 
dictation as to what is proper or improper to be said, and 
discretionary arrests, by the police, for improper speech, we 


are on very dangerous ground, and every citizen should : 


stand by the right of free speech and resist police dictation 
by every rightful means. Shall a Roman Catholic police- 
man, full of bad whisky and worse religion, decide what is 
incendiary language? Whenever it shall come to that, 
liberty itself is in danger, and every good man should be pre- 
pared to uphold the right of free speech. 

The conspiracy of Romanism in this country is its greatest 
danger. Romanism has policed every city and established a 
spy system more complete that ever existed in a state of war, 
through the confessional. Before this republic knows it, 
Romanism will be firmly clutching at its throat. Both 
parties are begging and fawning, lying and intriguing, for the 
Roman vote. 

The Protestant clergy are afraid to protest against the 

eat conspiracy. The pope, and bishops of Rome and 

erica, can in & word “ absolve” every Roman Catholic 
citizen from his oath of allegiance to this country—his 
allegiance to Rome, the pope, being of superior binding 
force. There is ten thousand times more danger from 
Romanism than from Anarchism. 

My correspondent, with whom I hay taken this 
liberty, is well known in literary life, and he ex- 
presses my sentiments better than I could myself on 
this Roman question. Is it not a little singular that 
since there has been a compact between Rome and 
Bismarck every leading Socialist, except two, who 
also represent the Liberal sentiment of Germany, is 
now in jail? Most, if not all, members of the 
Reichstag, hav, heretofore enjoyed the right of im- 
munity from arrest while members? 

Now is the time for Liberals to work. Do not 
imagin that your conservatism on other questions 
will save you from the “deep damnation” yet to 
Be ready, and fight the fight of political 
liberty over again. E. A. STEVENS. 


——— a ae mm 
Funds for the Blasphemy Persecution. 


C. M. Demey.........eeeeeeeeeeee eene nennen ene $2.50 
Vi SMB To SREE E 1.00 
A-H. Bclieel.. iei deret uat eoe aE 1.00 
G. ^L. Lbadd .:: ioiii asotis artubus 1.00 
James B. Gay........ esce eene 5.00 
D. A. Blodgett......... essen 10.00 
Jos. Allaster........ cese eee eee nennen enhn netten tnnn 1.00 
H. L. Bailey............... eese enne 5.00 

Total: v eveseccces tees e ce xi a enero dea Er gestern $26.50 
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New York Freethinkers’ Association. 
Francis S. Bressell....................... eese ` $1.00 
Geo. G. Grower ......cccsccecscccscscsesesenee hne 3.00 
Js Ger HArrigOn....2. ood scs ccs scecesc cis: dce tnter nitor 5.00 
Ti; O; B288.::6: 6c e sitoi nan NE decease acts 3.00 
Frank Watrous............- eene nennen heh nnne 1.00 
G: Tis FT Ci EE see bei scans elective csvasenes 1.00 
Thos. Fair.................. s 1.00 
A. Van Deusen...... 25.00 
Chandler M. Power. 5.00 
J. C. Turner.......: 1.00 
O. B. Jelson.... 1.00 
D. R. Hendrix. 2.00 
Wm. Hanenstein.......ss..sesseesreeseererssereserrrrerereee 1.00 
Peter Eckler................ eres nennen 2.00 
Helen H. Gardener............. eee] 1.50 
Ralph Helm..................eeen 2.00 

d inr RECRCTTUN $55.50 


Another Kind of Baptism. 
Frienp Macponaup: The cartoon, the rs Three 
Kinds of Baptism,” in the last Taura Seexer, is both 
instructiv and amusing. But, my dear boy, there is 
still another kind of baptism, and if our Christian 


friends hav their will, this is the kind you will event- | 


ually encounter. They call it; in their pious vernacular, 
“the baptism of fire.” PETER Eokrzn. 
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Communications. 


Faith and Prayer. 

‘While so much is being said for and against the 
efficacy of prayer, and it 1s so clearly shown through 
the columns of Tux Trura Srxxer that Christians 
hav no, and that absolutely thereis no, prayer-hearing 
and prayer-answering God, the inquiry comes how 
and why the truly faithful believer experiences so 
much delight in this exercise, and is so ready and 
anxious to testify that he knows by experience that 
such does exist. That there are many good, honest, 
intelligent people who take more delight in prayer 
and secret communing with their God than can be 
afforded them by all else, is unquestionable. We 
would neither impeach their testimony nor deprive 
them of their delightful state of mind. We believe 
them sincerely and truly honest with themselvs and 
all others, when they tell us that they know that 
there is a prayer-hearing God. And, further, there 
is no question that such people are truly happy in 
their faith, and that their faith controls, in many 
instances, their moral character. With all these 
thoughts and evidences before us, we are induced to 


present afew plain and common thoughts to show. 


that Infidelity is not (as many of our Christian broth- 
ers suppose) denouncing «lë Christians as hypocrits, 
but shows that this faith in God is produced from nat- 
ural causes ; and that the elevation of their moral nat- 
ures, the opening of their eyes to see themselvs as they 
are, the iniquity of their hearts, etc., which are alleged 
to be the workings of the holy spirit in answer to 
prayer, are in fact only the effect produced upon the 
mind through faith in a heart-searching God, which 
causes them to turn their minds and look within them- 
selvs, which leads to a self-knowledge. There is not 
so much difference between the good and the bad as 
many suppose. All possess both good and bad emo- 
tions; in some, the good emotions predominate nat- 
urally. Such people, if Christians, will tell us that 
they hav no recollection of ever experiencing religion ; 
they will tell us that they believe in God and Christ, 
Holy Ghost, and so forth, but they never hav any 
testimony to giv us of any positiv knowledge about 
either. They were born naturally good, with large 
veneration and benevolence; they join the church as 
soon as they are old enough to hear of the goodness 
and love of God. Such people we find always in the 
more liberal of the Christian churches; they are 
never Methodists, and are not in sympathy with reviv- 


als; they no more understand the direct agency of 


the Holy Ghost than does the moralist; they ever 
will refer us to the Bible as the only authority that 
even God exists; they would not be of any use at a 
class-meeting, because they hav never had any expe- 
rience in striving with the Holy Ghost; they can see 
no harm in dancing, or other social pleasures, where 
immorality is not intended; they are among our best 
citizens, would make good Liberals, and therefore are 
entitled to our highest respect and regard as Chris- 
tians. 

On the other hand, a large proportion of man- 
kind are controlled by evil emotions. , Love of gain, 
approbation, pride, wit, women, and the gratification 
of appetite are perhaps the chief emotions control- 
ling and guiding their every act; their mind is so 
absorbed in these various pursuits that any finer 
feelings and sympathy for others are seldom manifest. 
They become so constantly intent upon their favorit 
desire that their thoughts seldom or never are turned 
withim themselvs to see their own selfishness and evil 
tendency. They are quick to see the failings of others, 
and perhaps among the first to condemn, which 
shows plainly that they possess a perfect knowledge 
and really a fine sense of justice and goodness, but 
evidently subservient to their blind selfishness. 

There are many who hav for so many years 
ignored the promptings of their higher and nobler 
sense of right that they seem to hav never possessed 
any; yet, if they can be drawn away from their fa- 
vorit pursuit (which perhapsis impossible), evidences 
of & perfect knowledge and appreciation, and pride 
in feeling conscious of more benevolent impulses, will 
lighten up their countenances and the heavy mist 
will disappear from before their character, which will 
shine forth to the surprise of themselvs as well as the 
beholder. With these suggestions we venture the 
assertion that few people are intentionally bad; 
that is to say, if they could be made to look 
within themselvs and study and learn their evil im- 
pulses and motivs as they appear to others, all the 
experiences of a converted Christian would be real- 
ized. That “the heart is deceitful above all things” 
would be as fully realized as with the shouting con- 
vert who testifies to the visitation of the holy spirit. 

One desires to be good; he is resolved to forsake 


his evil ways, believing that true happiness is to be. 


found in promoting and arousing those better and 
higher impulses of his nature which hav for so long 
been ignored and neglected. What is he todo? Study 
himself, and when he obtains self-knowledge and sees 
himself as he is, his surprise upon the discovery of 
his own rotten heart will cause him to delight in 
turning from his evil ways and feel his dependence 
and obligation to humanity. 


It is to be urged by the church that, while self- 
knowledge is necessary, the first thing to do in 
order to obtain it is to pray to God, the “ searcher of 
all hearts,” that he will giv us a perfect knowledge 
of them. We answer that, while prayer to an im- 
aginary God may be a very proper expedient for 
attaining self-knowledge, as the actual engagement of 
the mind in this exercise is in itself a great help to it, 
because the mind is in a better frame than when it is 
intently engaged in other pursuits; and while full 
faith in the existence of God and one’s belief that 
that God knows the motiv of his mind and heart 
cause sincere honesty to prevail, which is all-essential 
to self-knowledge; yet the fact that people do attain to 
self-knowledge through and by prayer does not show 
to a thinking miud that God answers prayer or the 
presence of the Holy Ghost. It only shows that the 
mind has, by its application to prayer and existing 
faith in God, a searcher of hearts, been honest with 
itself, and while being honest has seen its own cor- 
ruption. "M 

Do you claim that we hav admitted at least some 
good in prayer to God? If we hav, we claim more 
benefit would derive from prayer to injured humanity. 
Instead of so much preaching about our duty to 
God, preach rather of man's duty to humanity. God 
needs nothing from us—he can take care of himself ; 
but to he who has been robbed of his money and 
she who has been robbed of her virtue, to these 
should be offered your prayers for forgivness. 


W. H. PrwNrIELD. 
— oeo 


Is. This a Free Country? 

This question naturally arises when viewing the 
acts committed by the government officials dur- 
ing the last six months, in which time there hav 
been fined and imprisoned, under various specious 
pleadings, for expressing their opinions: Herr Most, 
convicted of “inciting to riot” in New York, where no 
riot has occurred; Hirth and his coadjutors, in this 
city now languishing in prison for no other cause 
than that they were denouncing the dishonest injus- 
tice under which the people were being crushed. 
They claimed the money power owned and ran every 
department to the extent that no redress was pos- 
sible through legislation. I did not then believe 
they were correct. It begins to look as though they 
might hav been. 

They “incited to riot," while the only riot we had 
was the illegal and inhuman assault by the police 
and militia upon unarmed citizens, shooting down, 
among others, an old man feeding his chickens in 
his door-yard and a little boy on his way to school. 

Our leading Knights of Labor were indicted at 
about the same time, and are awaiting trial, and 
were placed under $5,000 bail for “conspiracy” 
(boycotting), they having advised people not to buy 
a certain manufacturer's cigars, because he had 
broken faith with and discharged without cause four 
hundred Knights of Labor. Such a “conspiracy” 
was never entered into by the money and church 
power? Oh, no! 

To-day comes the terrible news that the seven An- 
archists (so-called) on trial at Chicago are sentenced 
to hang. 

I cannot think one of those men on the jury be- 
lieved these persons had any knowledge that a bomb 
was to be thrown on that fearful night. There was 
no evidence to show such to be the case; but they 
were Anarchists and the money power they were 
fighting demanded their blood. They were in a con- 
spiracy to overthrow the government. 

Jeff Davis, whose conspiracy cost the nation mill- 
ions of lives and enslaved the masses for generations 
to pay the costs, can be banqueted and petted all 
over the country, but the men who dare defend the 
rights of the wage-slaves of this country must expect 
to feel the halter draw. 

I am too full of righteous indignation to find ex- 
pression in words. There was no evidence showing 
that any one of these men was accessory to the crime. 
On ‘the contrary, the testimony of the mayor of the 
city proved conclusivly that the police made an un- 
warranted attack upon a peaceable meeting of citizens 
when nearly at its closeand already quietly dispersing. 

These Anarchists may hav talked foolishly when 
they claimed that justice could only be brought about 
by force, but let me say that the way they and others 
hay been treated in the face of facts to the contrary 
is convincing many thinking people that their views 
are correct. The press of the country is the great 
molder of public sentiment, and, subsidized as it now 
is, it becomes the worst foe to justice. The great 
dailies of the great cities hav been persistent in mis- 
representing in the grossest manner everything in 
connection with these various cases. They hav mis- 
represented evidence and lied outright, and thus hav 
misled honest people in regard to the facts. 

I believe as at present conducted they are a curse 
to the country. Their functions are perverted, their 
powers prostituted to unholy purposes; and unless a 
more healthy action can be speedily secured the 
little liberty we now enjoy will soon be lost. 

Talk of the right of free speech in this country! 


‘of the Satanic press.” 


charges to prevent its exercise, such as “inciting to 
riot,” “ conspiracy,” “ blasphemy,” etc., and the press 
indorses and sustains it, we feel to exclaim with Dr. 
Holland: i 
Oh, giv usmen! A time like this 
Demands great hearts, strong minds, 
True faith, and ready hands ; : 
Men whom the lust for office cannot kill; > 
Men whom the love of office cannot. buy ; 
Men who possess opinions and a will ; 
Men who love honor; men who will not lie ; 
Men who will stand before & demagog ; . 
And damn his treacherous flatteries without winking— _ 
Strong men, sun-crowned, who liv above the fog 
In public duty and in private thinking, 
For while the rabble with their thumb-worn creeds, 
Their large professions and their little deeds, 
. Mingle in worldly strife, lo! Freedom weeps, 
Wrong rules the land, and waiting Justice sleeps! 
Junigr H. Severance, M.D. 
Milwuukee, Aug. 21, 1886. 


Powderly and Communism. 

To tae Eprror or Tue Terura Sxxkxn, Sir: Under 
the above heading, your correspondent “J, M." 
says some very flattering things of Mr. T. V. Pow- 
derly, grand head of the Knights of Labor. He, as 
the editor of a defunct Socialistic paper, claims.to be 
an authority in discussing the platform and declara- 
tion of principles of the Knights of Labor (which 
principles—those they publish and preach, or those 
they practice?). Speaking of Powderly, he says: 
* His ship is stanch, his sails snugly furled, etc., and 
his pumps manned by strong arms. dnd don’t you 
Jorget it." 

After all the iconoclastic blows dealt the idols of 
“J. M." (Mr. Powderly and the Knights of Labor), 
it may seem cruel to add to them. Still, I desire to 
ask “J. M." if the action of the Knights of Labor in 
Chicago, Milwaukee, Detroit, New York, and the - 
Gould Southwest system, where they resorted to.in- 
timidation, violence, forcible possession, yea, and to 
murder, were, under the circumstances, justifiable? 
Was their action that of men whose cause was just— 
that of men “whose ship is stanch, and commanded 
by a captain whose compass is perfect, and quadrant 
at all times reliable?” What must be the principles 
of an order that allows its members to strike because 
the corporations employing them do not, at their bid- 
ding, discharge non-members of their order, as was 
the case with the L. S. & M. S. switchmen at Chi- 
cago and numerous other cases? This is tyranny, 
and I had rather be the victim of the tyranny of cap- 
ital than that of organized ignorance and dem- 
agogism. 

Powderly boasted he would (unless Gould cameto . 
his terms in the Southwest troubles) order a univer- 
sal boycott of Gould. How did. he do it? By or- 
dering a strike on the Third avenue street railroad, 
thereby swelling the earnings of Gould’s elevated 
railroads. Has not the result proven that he is a 
vain boaster? He declared the Southwest strike un- 
called for, * and unjustified, and wrong,” yet he givs 
to it his official countenance and the support of the 
whole order. : 

If he has the power to order the course of his 
“huge craft,” why not order it in a justifiable and 
right course? A man “ whose compass was perfect” 
would steer in a right course. 

On March 4th 4,700 men, without cause, and at the. 
bidding of demagogs, stopped work on the Gould 
system. On May 6th they were ordered to return 
to work—the strike is over. Cruel mockery! The 
leaders knew there was no work for them (less than 
two hundred men were taken back), and such order 
meant a stoppage of the strike fund and starvation. 
They are, practically, tramps to-day ! With the high- 
sounding oratory of their leaders they were enticed 
to their ruin. Some lost their lives, all their situa- 
tions, that were to them and their families a living, 
and money—their hard-earned savings of years—that 
was invested in little homes, and are now outcasts ` 
and criminals. 

Who can estimate the amount of destitution that 
exists now and is awaiting the thousands of working- 
men and their families during the forthcoming win- 
ter? I shudder to think of it. Hundreds of work- ` 
ingmen hold Powderly and his satellites in a large 
measure responsible for such results. 

“J. M." says, “Let the Knights of Labor beware 
Much as I favor free speech 
and free press, if there is any press more Satanic than 
a large portion of the so-called labor reform press 
(Knights of Labor) in this country, “I would hon- 
estly vote for its suppression as pernicious literature.” 

Again, “ Let the Knights of Labor gain political 
ascendancy legitimately secured, and all disturbing 
issues in America, finding justice, will become harm- . 
less as Hybic bees" (rather as hyenas, judging from 
the acts of the L. S. & M. S. switehmen and numer- 
ous other cases). 

They hav gained such ascendancy in the city the 
writer resides in. Results: municipal strife, ‘a prodi- 
gal waste of the people's money, a stagnation of 
irade through the withdrawal of capital owing to the 
unsettled state of the labor market. Save us from 
such a state of chaos and desolation as the, universal 


To be sure, the Constitution declares in its favor, but | ascendancy of the Knights of Labor would bring 
when people are arrested on all sorts of trumped-up | about. 
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Iam a railroad laborer, and hav been for twenty 
years prominently identified as a labor reformer, a 
member of a labor order, and a Freethinker. I hope 
you will publish this, as it voices the sentiments of 
hundreds of workingmen, many of whom are dis- 
gusted Knights of Labor. JusTICE. 

` Aug. 23, 1886. 
—————— 99 —99——— — ————— 
In the Streets. 


(AFTER SHAKSPERE.) 
A rogue! a rogue! I met.a rogue i’ the streets : 
A scribbling rogue—a miserable world! 
As I do liv by food, I met & rogue, 
Who livs by lies and swings a golden pen, 
And basks in Lady Fortune’s smiles, 
Piling up dimes—and yet a scurvy rogue. 
** Good morrow, rogue,” quoth I. ** No, sir,” quoth he; 
‘t Call me not rogue till heaven hath made me poor." 
And then he drew a telegram to view, 
And, looking at it with exultant eye, 
Says, very wisely, ‘‘ This is good as cash. 
By this men see,” quoth he, “ how wags the world. 
"Tis but & minute since it came by wire, 
‘And after one hour more ’twill be in print. 
And so I furnish news to vulgar crowds, 
_. And thus do make a goodly business for myself, 
And thereby cram my purse.” When I did hear . 
The scribbling rogue boast of his lying trade, 
My nerves ’gan tingling and my teeth to grate, 
And I did rail sans intermission, : 
Knowing his Tribune favored rich men's schemes 
To rob poor labor of its hard-won dues. 
Boss. What rogue is this? : 
Jack. An editorial rogue! One bred in college, 
Where he was told, who would fair fortune fin 
Must use his gifts in favor of the rich, 
For rich men are the favorits of heaven. 
Who doth not so will find himself at death 
Drier of dimes than the remaining biscuit 
. After a voyage. He manufactures speech 
And observations, the which he prints as 
* Latest news!” Oh, hang a scribbling rogue! 
A rogue ambitious, with a golden pen! 
„Boss. The world needs scribes. 
Jack. Mosi useful fellows, too. 
Provided people weed their better judgment 
Of all opinion, rogues can be relied on; 
If not, not useful. Without a curb, 
They take as large & charter as the wind, 
Still gulling all they please: no man so good 
To keep the scribbling, lying rogue at bay ; 
No name so pure but he would blow upon, 
Rotting with maggot innuendoes. _ 
Fair reputations, under guise of news, 
Heedless of wrong. And wherefore does he so? 
The why is plain as way to Stock Exchange. 
Few men would seek to call the rogue to task, 
Preferring to keep silent though they smart, 
Bearing the stinging venom of the bob. 
The wise man’s eff ort is anatomised 
. By the low cunning of the greedy rogue, 
Filling his daily columns with mean hints, 
And gilding them with sermons as offsets, 
And Tabor no'es recording bootless strikes. 
Invest the rogue, with pen, you giv him leave 
To do his worst, and he will through and through 
Infect society discordantly, 
To make his journal known and fill his purse. 
Boss. Fie on thee! How would’st thou act as scribe? 
Jack, What for a living would I do but good? 
Boss. Perhaps most grievous wrong, in chiding wrong. 
Who knows but thou through all thy chiding years 
Hav wronged, not knowing it? For, to know wrong 
Needs moral penetration infinit ; 
What man can comprehend life's ultimate? 
Jack. Why, who cries out on wrong  . 
That does not thereby seek impeaching wrong? 
And wrong flows freely as the stretching sea. 
Yet does the railer's railing go for naught. 
What rogue within the city do I mean: 
When that I say, the scribe I met’s a rogue, 
Bearing the burden of a villain's shame? 
Who will come in and say that I mean him? 
When such a one's arraigned, it is his neighbor. 
The rogue may be of basest function 
Yet feel his roguery is nought to me 
(Knowing that I mean him), and therein suits 
His sinning to the mettle of my speech. 
There then: How then? Whatthen? Let me see wherein 
He stands exonerated by his lacks. 
And so rogues liv, careless as if they knew 
My taxing them with wrong, like a wild goose, flies 
Unclaimed of any man. : 
Boss. Your rogue but swells the burden of the world; 
This wide and universal theater 
Presents more woeful evidence of wrong 
Than rogues with golden pens. 
Jack. ‘Then all the world's a stage, 
And all the men and women merely players 
Brief living, thinking, acting fantocctnz, 
Puppets replying to the yerk of string. 
They bav their exits and their entrances, 
While each one plays the role he's fitted for 
By circumstances and the bond of build ; 
And thus the history : 'The infant, 
Helpless within the nurse's arms, begins 
To show the temper of the man to be; 
Then, as a school-boy all his aims foreshadow 
The special aptitudes of after life. 
The educating process of the class-room 
But givs keen edges to. proclivities, 
Not even biasing the primal structure. 
If genile, then a gentleman through life; 
If coarse, a ruffian still, with but a veil 
Veneering brutalism. Heredity 
Takes precedence. The miser, ever hoarding, 
Dragging lost pennies from the gutter ; 
The soldier, swearing, brandishing his sword ; 
The merchant, risking rough seas for sordid gains ; 
The legislator, framing slippery laws ; 
The lawyer, like spider, spinning webs round crime; 
The priest, tricked out in full canonicals, 
Twisting his text to bowstring Darwinism ; 
The actor on the mimic stage as king ; 
The judge in court bulldozing outraged strikers, 
And praising brute men for swinging bloody clubs; 
The wordy crank still harping on his theme ; 


The scribbling rogue who profits by them all ; 
With the poor supes of bummers and deadbeats. 
Thrown in to complicate humanity. 
Still reeling on, each plays his cast-for part, 
Until at last comes second childishness, 
The voice quite changed to treble notes ; 
And so all parts are played. Each actor, at the last, 
Shelving his usefulness in silent nooks, 
Shuffles a-down the road to dusty death, 
Dragging his weary burden toward the grave, 
Gans teeth, sans eyes, sans taste, sans everything. . 
Boss. I grant your predication quite correct, 
There is no puzzle in your argument ; 
For why? All point to one great fact—. 
Our marriages are ill assorted. 
But how, I ask, or what will rectify 
The hindrance to such potencies of life? 
Come, supple-witted railer, tell us that. _ 
SONG. 
I. 
All, all, go in and win; 
What! scared? there is no sin; 
Mankind but dreams on earth. 
Each one but plays a part; 
Strive to improve in art, 
Whate’er your role on earth. 


m. 
All the same in the end 
How life you may spend; 

One needs no prompter here. 
As the leaves fall from flowers, 
So do lives through the hours, 

Passing from year to year. 


Jack. A truce with all such songs! You do but lie; 
Tuning your harp, not us, to discords. 
In speaking as I do, I but make voice ` 
"Gainst wrong; denouncing society 
For usurpations that defame the bench, 
The pulpit, and the school; framing young minds 
To favor crime, in guise of virtue. ` 
Earth.is a planet plant, whose flower is Right, 
Whose fruit is Justice. And so believing, 
Sternly condemn we what would vitiate 
The common mind; decrying trickery 
And savage force, that make men snobs and slaves, 
Giving false prestige to tne millionaire 
By beating poverty with bloody clubs, 
Pointing to law and order in vindication. 
Law and order! the shibboleth of rogues; 
False, knavish, faithless, fraudulent! 
A hissing and reproach, inviting hate; 
A Roland for an Oliver. J. M. 


Le Roy, N. Y. 
to 


“A Million for Missions!’ 


“A million for missions !” i 

Chaplain McCabe, of. the Methodist church, is out 
with a demand for a million of dollars for missions. 

The chaplain means. business, too, and the Meth- 
odists of the United States hav got to walk up to the 
chaplain’s office and settle or—well, I don’t know the 
alternativ, but they hav got to settle, and will settle 
without standing on the order. ` 

Chaplain McCabe is the Great North American 
Methodist Beggar. His racket is the missionary 
field. Let him run the missions, and he cares not 
who runs the pulpits. 

This beggar-in-chief of the Methodist church is no 
cringing mendicant. He supplicates not but de- 
mands, à da Claude Duval. As with the latter it was 
“Stand and deliver!” so it is with the chaplain. 
As with the victims of the tax-gatherer of the road, 
so with the dupes of the tax-gatherer of the church 
—they stand and deliver at once, and make no protest. 

“A million for missions !” 

What a blood-sucker is the church! It is giv, giv, 
giv! more, more, more! if not, anathema!. The poor 
fools can’t face anathema, so giv of their own sub- 
stance into the clutches of ravenous priests. How 
long, O Lord! O devil! will these cormorants of the 
church go about seeking whom they may pluck? As 
long as the fools last, of course. 

“A million for missions !” 

This is the cry of the Methodist Claude Duval, but 
it means a million during the coming year for the 
support of lazy, lying, libidinous, good-for-nothing- 
but-evil priests, of whom Downs, Nero, Bristor, Sher- 
man, et al are shining exemplars. And the poor 
slaves of superstition hold up their hands while the 


Methodist Claude Duval goes through their pockets | 


in pursuit of the million! 

“A million for missions!” 

It is given out that one-half of this sum is to be 
devoted to foreign, the other half to domestic, mis- 


sions. Half a million of dollars to be devoted, 


ostensibly, to the conversion of a few negroes, Hin- 
doos, and Mongolians from their own forms of super- 
stitious worship to that effected by Christians, than 
which none other is more superstitious, but in reality 
to the support of McCabe, the members of the B. of 
F. M., and such shining religious exemplars as I hav 
named. A soft thing hav McCabe and the B. of F. M. 

As to domestic missions, why is it that these pros- 
elyting teachers do not seek to convert the home 
contingent of heathens? There are millions of them 
here, and conversion, I think, should begin at home. 
Why go to the Congo and the Ganges to fish for 
heathens, when the latter abound all along the line of 
the East river and elsewhere in our own land? Why, 
because there is mere money in the foreign than in 
the home fishery; and there is more joy in the mis- 
sionary board over the receipt of half a million for 
foreign missions than there would be over a million 
for domestic missions. 


And the beggar-in-chief of the Methodist church 
is now making the greatest effort of his life. And he 
wil succeed, for the crop of fools filled with .Bible 
religion is yet large, though yearly falling back be- 
fore the advance of the rapidly augmenting hosts 
whose religion is the religion of humanity, and who 
believe that mankind should liv for mankind, and not 
for imaginary gods, of which there are as many as 
there are races of man and divisions of races, each a 
better god than the others, and *the only true god" 
—the “original Jacobs,” so to speak. — Sr Srokuw. 

P.S.—I saw a suggestion in the World—by the 
way, the World is no slouch of a beggar; not to be 
compared with McCabe, of course, albeit not succeed- 
ing over and above well in raising funds for a golden 
ax for Gladstone, but grinding its own ax all the 
same—a suggestion to the effect that Colonel Inger- 
soll “hypnotize” Squire, and bring him to the plane 
of honesty and square dealing, which would be a 
good thing, and devoutly to be wished ; but coupling 
this suggestion with another, to the effect that 
Squire in turn shall “hypnotize” the colonel, and 
bring him under the dominion of that old hag of 
superstition, the Christian religion, is carrying the 
thing too far, and is simply a diabolical suggestion. 
Happily, however, Squire can't thus “hypnotize ” the 
colonel, and so no evil will come of it, but that 
doesn’t alter the diabolical character of the sugges- 
tion. Squire “ hypnotized” Ex-Mayor Edson, but it 
looks now as if his power to “hypnotize” is done for, 
as far as men and affairs in New York are concerned. 
That it is, let us pray. S. S. 

— $9 ———— ——— 
Blasphemy Forty-Eight Years Ago. 
From the Investigator of August 18th. 

Yesterday (Aug. 17th) was the 48th anniversary of 
the release of our predecessor, Abner Kneeland, from 
the Leverett street jail Boston, where he was im- 
prisoned sixty days in the year 1838 for the alleged 
and imaginary crime of “blasphemy.” We tell the 
story at every anniversary that the occurrence may 
never be forgotten, and for the information of those 
of our new readers who may not be acquainted with 
the cause of his persecution, prosecution, and im- 
prisonment. 

Mr. Kneeland, who was prominent as a Universal- 
ist preacher, was inquired of, when he became a Free- 
thinker, to state wherein he differed from the Uni- 
versalists’ belief, and requested to giv his reasons in 
the Investigator. He frankly did so, and among his 
other statements he used the following language: 
“The Universalists believe in a God which I do not, 
but I believe that their God, with all his moral attri- 
butes (aside from nature itself), is only & chimera of 
their own imagination." 

For publishing these words he was tried as a re- 
puted blasphemer and Atheist. Mr. Kneeland, how- 
ever, always said that he was a Pantheist; that his God 
was nature; and that he did not intend to deny God, 
absolutely, but only that he did not believe in the 
same kind of God that the Universalists did. Yet 
the court ruled that he denied “the God of the 
statute,” and therefore was a blasphemer and an 
Atheist. He had four trials; on the first the jury 
disagreed, owing.to the firmness and good sense of 
Col Charles G. Greene, editor of the Democratic 
Morning Post of this city;.and on the second trial 
Mr. Loring Dunbar had also the moral courage to 
disagree with the rest of the jury. 

On the third trial Mr. Kneeland was convicted, 
and on appealing to a higher court the verdict was 
sustained, and he was sentenced to sixty days’ im- 
prisonment. He was very ably defended on the first 
trial by Andrew Dunlap, Esq., and on the subsequent 
trials Mr. Kneeland defended himself. But it all 
availed nothing ; he had violated “ the statute in such 
cases made and provided,” and so, on the 17th of 
June, the anniversary of the battle of Bunker Hill, 
which was fought for liberty, Mr. Kneeland was im- 
prisoned for taking the liberty to differ from the Uni- 
versalists. 

A petition for his release, signed by the Rev. Dr. 
Channing (Unitarian), and other Liberal-minded per- 
sons, was circulated, and also a remonstrance, signed 
by Samuel T. Armstrong (orthodox), and those of his 
religious opinions. Mr. Kneeland thanked his friends 
for interfering in his behalf, but added that as he had 
committed no crime he would not ask for a pardon. 
He served out his sentence, went to the West soon 
after, and died in Salubria, Iowa, in the year 1844. 

Probably all the actors in the trials of Mr. Knee- 
land (with the exception of the veteran Colonel 
Greene) hav passed away. No other legal-religious 
persecution of the kind has happened, that we are 
aware of, since that notable event, and for the honor 
of Massachusetts may nothing like it ever happen in 
this state again. It was clearly a case of religious 
bigotry—that ugly spirit, which, commencing here 
with Puritanism, is alive yet; but among the brave 
Liberals who hav dared to oppose it we cherish with 
gratitude and respect the name and memory of that 
good man and true reformer, Abner Kneeland. 

————9—$-99———————— 
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The State Convention. 

Mr. Reynolds, who is on the ground, writes that 
there is every prospect of a large local attendance at 
the White Sulphur Springs Convention, and if the 
Freethinkers from abroad are as numerous as usual, 
the meeting will be a great success. - 

Mr. Reynolds has been studying railroad maps, 
and the result of his investigation is as follows: New 
Yorkers can take the boat to Troy, buying an excur- 
sion ticket, thence purchasing excursion ticket to 
Mechanicsville, thence by rail to Saratoga Lake, and 
across the lake to the grounds. Coming from Bos- 
ton and intermediate stations, the Boston and Hoosac 
Tunnel road sell tickets for fare one way to those 
who ask for Freethinkers’ return ticket. Eastern 
people should also buy tickets to Troy, thence via 
Mechanicsville to Saratoga Lake, and up the lake 
to the grounds. From Troy to the grounds is only 
a little way. Residents of Troy can make the round 
trip for $1.63. Visitors should hay their mail ad- 
dressed in care of T. Luther, box 744, Saratoga 
Springs, N. Y. 

In addition to the subjects of the orators an- 
nounced previously, Mr. J. J. McCabe will lecture of 
* Man," T. B. Wakeman upon “ The Present Need of 
Constructiv Liberalism,” and L. K. Washburn upon 
the “Coming Religious Conflict.” The contribu- 
tions for expenses thus far amount to $153.50. Once 
more everybody is asked to come and bring their 


friends. 

More Religious Persecution in New Jersey. 

Ocean Grove, N. J., furnishes us another Christian 
outrage upon justice and humanity. About June 
last a Hindoo called S. Govinda Row Sattay arrived 
in Asbury Park, N. J., in search of work. He was 
very intelligent, spoke English well, and soon became 
popular and made many friends. Public interest in 
him led to his lecturing in hotel parlors.to small 
audiences upon Hindoo topics, and these finally be- 
eame dissertations and discussions upon the differ- 
ence between Hindoo and Christian faiths. 

Dr. Stokes, president of the Ocean Grove Camp- 
Meeting Association, sought.to convert the Hindoo 
to Christian belief. Finding him too firm in his 
own faith, the doctor was unwilling to hav him re- 
main at the meeting as a standing evidence of the 
futility of Christian missionary efforts. The cry of 
“a million for missions," which is the Methodist 
watchword just now, would prove ineffectiv, it was 
feared. If a whole Christian camp-meeting could 
not convert one Hindoo twelve thousand miles away 
from home, what damaging inferences might not 
skeptic logic draw? 

In some of his remarks, Sattay told his hearers that 
Christian missionary efforts in India were a failure, 
and, as he admits, denounced some of the doings of 
missionaries in India. To Methodist official ears 
this was worse than blasphemy, especially as the 
people evidently were inclined to credit the Hindoo's 
words. Something had to be done to stop him. 

On August 18th,a police officer took Sattay to 
Asbury Park, and warned him never to enter Ocean 
Grove again. This was by Dr. Stokess orders. 
But Sattay, believing himself not in fault, on the 
following day attended services in the auditorium at 
Ocean Grove. He himself tells what follows, and 
his story is confirmed by the papers, given below: 

“ While I was sitting quietly reading the daily paper, a 
corporal came to.me and said that the chief police officer 
wanted to see me. I followed him and found that there 


were only three of us. The warrant was read to me and 
then the depositions of the witnesses, which were kept ready 


„every religious meeting, and hav never disturbed religious 


written, were also read, and immediately the commitment 
was written and handed over to the corporal. I was at once 
put into a stage and taken to the railroad depot. 
resist any procedure, and therefore I was not handcuffed. 


We got in the train and were at Freehold at 5 p.m. I was 


put in the jail.” 
The commitment was upon the testimony of Wistar 


H. Stokes and Titian P. Summers, and also upon 


what the police justice professes to hav seen himself. 


** Wistar H. Stokes, of Ocean Grove, New Jersey, being 
sworn, says that he is a police officer in Ocean Grove, em- 
ployed by the Ocean Grove Camp-Meeting association, and 
that inrelation to one Hines, a Hindoo, he has repeatedly 


requested said Hines to desist in attracting crowds and has 
dispersed said crowds at different times; and that the said 
Hines has insisted upon collecting crowds of people and in 
this disturbing the peace of the place, and thus interfering 
with the carrying on of the religious services at the places 
appointed for such services. ` 

“ And that the said Hines has repeatedly returned to and 
-around the said place of meetings, and by his gestures and 
language collected crowds about him as high as 150, and in 
this has been disorderly. Wistar H. STOKES. 

“Affirmed to and subscribed before me this 19th day of 
August, 1886. Jno. C. PATTERSON, 

Police Justice Ocean Grove.” 
“ Titian P. Summers, of Ocean Grove, New Jersey, being 


‘sworn, says that he is a peace officer in Ocean Grove, em- 


ployed by the Ocean Grove Camp-meeting Association. 

** And that he knows one Hines, a Hindoo called S. Go- 
vinda Row Sattay; that he requested the said Hines to desist 
from collecting a crowd on the sidewalks in and around the 
grounds of the Ocean Grove C&mp-meeting Association. 
And that he did remove the said Hines from different places 
where he thesaid Hines had by his harangs called together & 
crowd while the meeting at auditorium was in progress, in 
this disturbing the peace. That the said Hines said to him 
he was doing it for money or for pay. And further that the 
said Hines has by thus collecting crowds in and around the 
said meetings disturbed the peace of the place. 


“ Tirran P. SUMMERS. 
“ Sworn and subscribed to before me, police justice of 
Ocean Grove, this Aug. 18, 1886. 


*‘ Jno. C. Patrerson, Police Justice.” 

The above affidavits are made under a statute 
found in the Revision of New Jersey Laws at page 
305, authorizing summary conviction before a police 
justice for disorderly conduct by a person intoxi- 
cated. They do not allege intoxication, however, nor 
is there any evidence of disorderly conduct given. 

The justice evidently felt the weakness of the tes- 
timony and knew the illegality of his position, for he 
attempts to obtain ground for his commitment in a 
chapter of the “ Vice and Immorality Act,” at pages 
1227-1229 of the same Revision. This act allows a 
justice, from his own view of the occurrence, to cause 
the arrest and punishment of a person who shall col- 
lect a crowd in the vicinity of places where religious 
meetings are being held. 


The following is the ‘police justice’s return of the | 


testimony of Sattay: 


‘“ Hine, a Hindoo called S. Govinda Row Sattay, upon ex- 
amination before me, John C. Patterson, police justice of 
Ocean Grove, upon the charge of collecting crowds upon the 
sidewalks and grounds of Ocean Grove, and this during the 


meetings or religious service now held at Ocean Grove, New 
Jersey. And upon questioning him, he said that he did not 


believe but what he could do as he pleased, and that he could 
talk or hav crowds assemble to listen to him, and that he did 
not disturb the peace. 

** Monmouth county: ss. 

‘ That one Hine, a Hindoo, or, as called, S. Govinda Row 
Sattay, from niy own view, did disturb the peace of Ocean 
Grove at divers times, but more especially on the 18th of 


& crowd to assemble after.being told by an officer that he 
should not do so. 

* That he refused to obey the officers in their requests, 
thus becoming a disorderly person. i 
“ From my own view, and the testimony of two witnesses, 
I do adjudge him to be guilty of being disorderly; and 
for said offense I do adjudge that the said Hine, a Hindoo, 
be confined in the county jail at Frechold for thirty days at 
hard labor from the date hereof. 

“ In witness whereof I hav hereunto set my hand and seal 
this day of August, a.D. 1886. . 

“Joan C. Patrerson, Police Justice.” 

That Sattay was not awarded a hearing in the 
matter is shown by his written statement, made 
after conviction, and it is confirmed by many per- 
sons at Asbury Park and Ocean Grove. He says: 

** While in Ocean Grove I hav always attended almost 


‘services. Generally after the services were over, when I 
used to stand awhile outside the church premises, my Hin- 
doo dress naturally attracted the attention of some kind and 
charitably disposed ladies and gentlemen; and théy always 
used to ask me my whereabouts and my beliefs. Certainly 
I had to answer their questions, and when my answers 
seemed to be quite different from their beliefs, their ques- 
tions increased as the crowd gathered round also increased. 
Thus there was always a short discussion after thé services 
were over, and never during or before, and it was always 


I did not 


August, in that he did on the grounds of Ocean Grove cause. 


outside the premises of the church buildings. Dr. Stokes 
did not like to see these gatherings and several times ordered 
the people to disperse; but when he saw that he could not 
compel them to disperse, he came to me and pulled me out 
of the crowd by my arm and I always calmly walked away. 
Such scenes excited the sympathy of the people the more, 
and they almost every day used to gather round me after the 
services were over." : 

On his arrival at the jail, fortunately Sattay found a 
friend in Warden C. A. Little. Mr: Little, who is a lib- 
eral and exceedingly kind-hearted man, had heard Sat- 
tay lecture and had become interested in him. He at 
once, at his own expense, employed legal aid for the 
helpless Hindoo. Mr. E. A. Arrowsmith, a resident 
attorney of Freehold, at Mr. Little’s request, took 
hold of the matter, and, finding that the proper 
papers had not been filed in the county clerk's office, 
at once obtained an order releasing Sattay. Judge 
Parker, the supreme court justice who made the 


order, is ex-governor of the state, and his prompt . 


righting of the wrong, with the action of Messrs. 
Little and Arrowsmith, shines brightly in contrast 


with the illiberal action of the other Jersey authori- . 


ties. : 


The sentence imposed was the full limit allowed by . 


the law, and fully evinces the malicious spirit which 
appears throughout the prosecution. 

On. his release, the Hindoo was supplied by Mr. 
Little with money, and he returned to Asbury Park. 
But the hand and voice of bitter religious prejudice 
are now raised against him. “ The papers,” he says, 
* said that I was blasphemous, and now people point 


their fingers at me, and my business is ruined. I was 


not blasphemous. I only told people about my relig- 
ion and they seemed interested.” 

. Sattay has been in this country about a year and a 
half. Heis a nativ of Shelapore, where he received a 
good English education. His wife and all his relativs 
dying, he left his only child, a boy, in Shelapore, and 
came to this country to try and make a home for him. 
Sattay went to New Orleans, where he was employed 
in a sash factory. The factory was destroyed by 
fire last June, and finding nothing to do he came 
North and went to Asbury Park, hoping to find em- 
ployment. In spite of his unpleasant experience 
Sattay believes the people of this country are gen- 
erous, and that he can manage to make a home in 


America for his boy in India. , 
——————9-4——— — ——— 


The Church and the Knights. 

We hav had considerable to say about the connec- 
tion of the Knights of Labor with the Roman Catho- 
lic church, a connection formed by the subserviency. 
of General Master Workman Powderly to the bishops 
of the latter organization. The control of the 


Knights by the church cannot but be fatal to the 


real interests of the laborers of the country, since 
Roman Catholicism never advanced the welfare of the 
people without strengthening its own contro] of them. 
Mr. Powderly, it is now well known, regards the 


church as of greater authority with himself than the . 


organization he manages. Some doubt, however, 
has been expressed whether the rank and file of the 
order would choose the church in preference to the 
assembly. But if all the members are like the 
Knights of Philadelphia, the doubt is soon settled. 


An Associated Press dispatch, dated August 22d,. 


relates that at a meeting to organize the cooks, ser- 
vants, and waiters into an assembly of the Knights 


of Labor the action of the archbishop of Quebec was - 


referred to by the speaker as follows: “I am an 
honest workingman, and I do not think such a thing 
is proper when we are struggling for an existence. 
I am, and always hav been, a good Catholic, but I am 
not afraid of the holy father in Rome. My duty is 
to keep the bodies of myself and family going." This 
declaration: of independence was received much as 
George III. heard that of the “free and independent 
states of America.” A woman in the audience was 
the first to resent it. She arose and moved toward 
the door, saying: “ I would not forsake my father for 
the whole world, and I shall not stay here to be in- 
sulted.” Others in the audience arose and followed 
the woman. Mr. McNeil, à member of Assembly No. 
64, strode up the center aisle and said with much in- 
dignatio “I am a Knight of Labor, and I claim 
the right to object to what this man says, for it is 
not only an outrage upon the Catholic faith, but upon 
the noble order.” The organizer replied that he was 
addressing a public meeting, and had a right to say 
what he pleased. Another Knight came up from & 
rear seat and said: “I don’t care a damn whether it 
is a publie meeting or not. This is a Knights of 
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Labor hall, and it shall not be disgraced in this man- 
ner while I am here, and I will see to it that it will 
not be disgraced by you hereafter. Next Sunday 
you will find its doors closed against you."' The 
meeting was then adjourned by the organizer, but 
the “insulted” Catholics remained a long time to dis- 
euss the remark of the speaker, and denounce him as 
an enemy of the “ holy father ” and true religion. 

Of course, one swallow does not make a summer, 
and it does not follow that all Knights are of the 
same way of thinking as the Philadelphia Knights. 
But the indications are that a good percentage of 
them will choose the church and slavery to the 
Knights and such industrial freedom as organization 
and unity can secure. The prediction safe to make, 
therefore, is that the Roman Catholic church will 
control the Knights of Labor or break up their 


organization. 
++. 


The First-page Picture. 

And it came to pass in these days that a gentile 
named Reynolds went to sojourn among the heathen 
in the land of Jersey, and he pitched his tent at a 
place called Boonton. 

And seeing the forlorn state of the swine which 
wallowed in the church miré roundabout, the good 
man was moved to take compassion on them, think- 
ing that peradventure they would partake of his 
bounty and be made whole. 

Therefore he began to scatter golden grains of 
reason among them, and lifted up his voice and spake 
unto them, saying, Why root ye? Know ye not 
that ye are afflicted with popishscurvy and Methodist 
mange? Verily I say unto you, ye are fed on slop 
and swill, and wallow in the mire that your masters 
may liv on you and wax fat. 

And he made merry and laughed at them for their 
foolishness in doing these things, whereupon all the 
elders and valiant among the swine marveled much 
and were angered against the man and began to 
grunt in their own tongue among themselvs, saying : 
What manner of man is this that dareth thus to 
make sport of our holy things, even ‘concerning the 
garbage of our tabernacles? Hath not this slop been 
our portion ever since the day when the master gave 
us the devils for an inheritance? Verily, he blas- 
phemeth ; away with him! 

And they waxed exceedingly wroth, and compassed 
him about and wrecked his tent and pressed sorely 
upon him, and dragged him before their magistrate 
Van Orden, surnamed Old Tootyache, who sat in 
judgment over the man, and scoffed him, and per- 
secuted him, and robbed him of his shekels until he 
was fain to get him thence. 

And the rest of the acts which Reynolds did, are 
they not found written in the Book of Indictments ? 
————— 78$ oO 
The Real Traitors. 

The God-in-the-Constitution party held a conven- 
tion at Saratoga last month which was well attended 
and markedly enthusiastic and vigorous. The sole 
reason for the existence of this party is to extend the 
Christian features of our government, and particularly 
to put the names of God and Christ into the Consti- 
tution. At the Saratoga convention addresses were 
made by Miss Frances E. Willard, president of the 


- Woman's Christian Temperance Union, and other 


theologico-political workers. Jo Cook wrote his 
sympathy with the movement, and Daniel Webster 
was eulogized to the skies for his erroneous declara- 
tion, in the Girard will case, that Christianity was a 
part of the common law of the land. 

It is commonly accepted as an American T 
that government derives its just powers from the 
consent of the governed. But our Christian oppres- 
sors hold that government derives its powers from 
* God,” an extraneous personage having no property 
or voting interest in this world, and consequently no 
sympathy with the people of the United States. 
Christ, another superfluous office-holder, they claim 
is the rightful king of nations. The assumption 
made by the Christians for these two alleged beings 
does not, however, in our opinion, entitle them to 
rule the United States. The true meaning of the 
National Reform people is, as we hav before pointed 
out, that the earth and the fulness thereof belongs 
to the Lord and his saints, and that the Christians, 
being the saints, desire to enter at once into posses- 
sion. This is something that is not at all likely to 
come to pass so long as a reasonable degree of vigi- 
lance is exercised, but that the Christians are becom- 
ing more and more aggressiv, and determined to hav 
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the earth, is plainly to be seen. They are seeking to 
hand this government over to a foreign power, for 
themselvs to run, and no one can doubt the sub- 
stantial benefits that would inure to the church 
should they succeed. Our children would be taught 
to reverence this foreign power above the people’s 
chosen officials; they would learn in school a system 
of religion that i is false; free speech would be a thing 
of the past, and every Silicon would be compelled to 
pay taxes to support the worship of this foreign 
power, and for the maintenance of his ministers. The 
God-in-the-Constitution party, therefore, is preaching 
treason. . 

` It may be cruel to suggest such a thing, but how 
would it work to get the officers of the National Re- 
form Association to hold a convention in Chicago, 
where they could be indicted and tried for their in- 
cendiary language? No doubt a jury could be found 
which would convict them of murder, and they might 
expiate their offense upon the gallows. They and 
the Anarchists are in the same boat. 

dull nta ao 
Editorial Notes. 

Tas kind of Christians that grow in. New Jersey may be 
guessed from the following paragraph in the Jerseyman : ** A 
church within six miles of Whippany has for eleven weeks 
past paid their pastor, who has a wife to support, the hand- 
some salary of $1.50 per week." 


Se 
Tur Jednota Osvojenych is a Liberal Sunday paper pub- 
lished at Cleveland, O., by V. Snajor. The following letter 
from Mr. Snajor explains itself. 
“ CLEVELAND, O., Aug. 23, 1886. 
“Dear Sir: One:Bohemian reader of my papers sends to Mr. 
Reynolds, for defraying the expenses caused by his arrest in Boon- 
ton. N. J., $1. Ipublished the account of Mr. Reynolds’s arrest in 
my last issue, and asked those of my readers who could spare a few 
dollars to help that gentleman in fighting those Boonton antedilu- 
vian bigots. Respectfully, V. Swasor.” 


WnrrING to Mr. Walser, in relation to the late unpleasant- 
ness at Liberal, T. M. Horne says: 

*Iwasalittle surprised to see Macdonald straddle the issue the 
way he did." 

Mr. Horne labors under a misapprehension. We straddled 
no issue; the case was plain enough. Ifa mob had ordered 
any one to leave the town, or had fired shots at anyone’s 
house because of certain opinions held by that person, then 
the mob was wrong—infamously wrong. We never believed 
that Mr. Walser instigated any such proceeding, and said so. 
We hav printed all the available evidence in the case, and 
leave our readers to draw their own conclusion. We never 
straddle an issue, though always suspending ene till 
the evidence is conclusiv. 


Tux Independent rises to defend Martin Luther from the 
charge that he was the author of the German couplet : 


** Wer liebt nicht Weib, Wein, und Gesang, 
Der bliebt ein Narr sein Leben lang ” 


(Who loves not women, wine, and song; 
Remains a fool his whole life long.) 


The Independent says it was cited by a German from a 
book published fp 4494, and concludes that it was common 
as a drinking son long before Luther. Possibly our contem- 
porary is right, but is it not possible that Luther put the 
couplet into its present shape, though the sentiment was ex- 
pressed before he began to appreciate it? Luther was a 
roistering German monk, and fully enjoyed the dissipation 
implied in the first line of the couplet. And the church 
should not object, for she is indebted to German drinking 
songs for some of her best tunes. The air of ‘‘ Old Hun- 
dred” was sung by lusty Germans long before it rendered 
tolerable the foolish words now set to it. 


Tuts is,the way Saladin, of the London Secular Review, 
views the town and the people of Boonton: ‘‘ Boonton, 
New Jersey, has covered itself with shame by mobbing 
C. B. Reynolds, one of the most clever and adventurous of 
America’s Freethought lecturers, and by overthrowing and 
ruining the large’ tent which Mr. Reynolds carried along 
in his travels, that he might be independent of Christian 
caprice and extortion as far as the hiring of halls was con- 
cerned. Mr. Reynolds has, further, been arrested on the 
charge of blasphemy and arraigned before a J. P., a dunder- 
headed Dutchman of the name of Van Orden, who has suc- 
ceeded in making an ass of himself, and who seems to pos- 
sess just about the quantity of brains which usually falls to 
the lot of a Swedish turnip. A sturdy Freethinker of the 
name of Maxfield has found bail for Mr. Reynolds to the 
amount of $400, and our friend, Mr. Macdonald, of Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER, has come forward like a man to stand by 
this latest victim of Christian brutality. 'The case now goes 
to Morristown, the county seat, and we shall look forward to 
the trial of Mr. Reynolds with deep sympathy not unmixed 
with anxiety.” 


WE can sometimes extract comfort for the truth from the 
fears of its enemies. The Rev. H. D. Jenkins, D.D., writing 
in the Christian at Work, quotes the paragraph recently cir- 
culated—with many exclamations against its impiety by the 
religious press—about the council of Paris having con- 
demned a school-book because it recognized ** God,” and tells 
this story : 

t As I sat lately in the study of a friend, a college president who; 
for more than a quarter of a century, has worthily presided over a 
Christian college, my eye happened to fall upon his little work 
regarding political economy. ‘ Yes,’ said he, alluding to it, ‘it was 
prepared for use in high schools and academies; to giv the outlines 


of the science to that great multitude of youth who never enter any’ 


higher institution of learning. I sent it the other day to one of our 


state superintendents of education. But it was returned to me, 
with the note that its first sentence condemned it for use in public 
schools. I opened the book, and its figst sentence was: ‘The source 
of all wealth is the beneficence of God.” That is the very senti- 
ment which the council of education struck out of the books to be 
used in Paris public schools; but the same thing had been done in 
America before. And it is being done every day in these states, 
founded in the prayers and self-sacrificen of a Christian people. 
But he whose blood stirs at these things is branded as **an enemy 
of our grand public-schools.? ?? 


The ink from Mr. Jenkins's pen flows fast and furious at 
this rejection by a superintendent of education of his beloved 
belief, and he inveighs against our public-school system as 
being Atheistic, and avows his preference for Roman Catho- 
lic sckools to the present ones. ‘‘I am as willing,” he says, 
“ to pay a Romanist for teaching geometry as to pay an Infi- 
del. The danger of this country is not superstition, but 
Atheism; and our school-books are already Agnostic.” We 
sincerely wish that this were true, but it is not. The school- 
books in most districts are distinctivly Christian.  **'Tis true, 
"tis pity; and pity 'tis "tis true." 


———— 93 ——————- 
Lectures and Meetings. 

J. E. Remssure is now delivering eight lectures a week in 
Minnesota. He goes from there to Wisconsin, and will close 
his campaign in the Northwest, with & month's work in 
Iowa. 


Tur Black Hawk, Col., Times says of the secretary of the 
American Secular Union: ‘‘ Samuel P. Putnam has been en- 
tertaining our people this week with a course of lectures 
treating of Freethought. His subject Tuesday evening was 
‘Universal Mental Liberty. and was treated in a highly 
pleasing manner to all who were in sympathy with this style 
of lectures. Wednesday and Friday evenings his subjects 
were ‘Glory of Infidelity’ and ‘New Heaven and Earth.’ 
The seating capacity of the P. O. S. of A. Hall Friday even- 
ing’ was inadequate to accommodate the audience. The 
lecturer during his stay showed himself to be a man of ex- 
traordinary ability, holding his audiences continually 
wrapped up in his subjects.” 


Cuas. Warrs and his wife reached New York on the 27th 
ult., by the steamer America, and left immediately for 
Toronto, where he began his lecture tour last Sunday. He 
visited Hamilton, Ont., the 6th and 7th, and will endeavor to 
get back to White Sulphur Springs by the 10th. September 
12th and 19th his engagements are for Philadelphia; Sep- 
tember 28d to 27th, at Waynesburg and Pittsburgh; Septem- 
ber 29th to October 6th, at Grand Rapids, Mich.; October 
10th to 14th, Chicago and Wyoming, Ill. Applications for 
lectures should be addressed to 82 Berkely street, Toronte. 
Mr. Watts desires his friends to communicate with him at 
an early date, that his route may be laid out through the 
states with due regard to economy in railway fares. . 


W. F. Jamison writes: ‘‘In Merrillan we held our meet- 
ings at the base-ball grounds, where seats, in -ampitheater 
style, were convenient for the audience. Gave four leciures. 
The last one, on Sunday evening, was more largely a'iended 
than any of the others. "The church was but a few rods dis- 
tant, and at the conclusion of their services the minister, his 
wife, and a goodly portion of the congregation came over 
and respectfully listened. One pious sister, however, wa 
not quite so respectful. Said she: ‘ Won’t somebody puta 
corn-cob down that man’s throat ?—disturbing people in their 
worship!’ Whereat the saints laughed. Well, that is not as 
bad an experience as Brother Reynolds is having in New 
Jersey. It will take the Christians a long time to learn that 
they do not own the United States. In Merrillan there are a 
few outspoken Freethinkers, such as M. Martins, H. O. 
Syvertson, F. H. Pulling, Dr. Hamilton, Mr. Heath, George 
Whitney, and a few others. The Christian church is very 
weak in this town. Many of the business men are, at heart, 
insympathy with our movement, but lack the courage of 
their convictions—and it would not take a thimbleful of 
courage, either, in a place where Christianity is at such a low 
ebb. This is the town where, when I was introduced toa 
clergyman some three years ago, in the street, he had the 
bad taste to make a loud attack on my Infidelity, merely be- 
cause my friend, Mr. Martins, who introduced me, politely 
invited him to come and hear me, and debate, if he chose. 
This seemed to anger the servant of the Lor, and he was 
not backward in telling me what & miserable, wicked thing 
Infidelity is. I was willing to be instructed by a gentleman 
who knew so much. While engaged in asking my clerical 
friend all about the wicked points of Infidelity, so that, 
knowing, 1 might shun them, a large crowd gathered and 
were highly intructed. A friend of the preacher came and 
led him away at last. I never seek strect controversies, but 
when a preacher presumes on his prerogativs I feel that it 
is my duty to stand my ground. A sad fate befel that ser- 
vant of the most high. Seized with thc usual clerical dis- 
temper. Deposed. Merrillan would be a stronghold of 
Freethought if there were not so many Gallios there—men 
who ‘ cared for none of those things.’ What they are afraid 
of is hard for a sinner to see. H. O. Syvertson is the Free- 
thought Socrates of this part of Wisconsin. He lately mar- 
ried an estimable lady of Black River Falls, Miss Julia 
Spencer. I was their guest during my stay. Augusta was 
next Visited and three lectures given. The notice was short, 
the weather warm, and the people pious. Cannot say as 
much for our leeture-course here as in Merrillan, Neillsville, 
and Maple Works. Mr. Silas Perry is'a stanch Freethinker, 
and did his best. The proprietor of the opera house, Mr? 
Russell, is a fair and pleasant gentleman to deal with, and 
very generous. He has & neat and commodious hall. Later 
in the season, when the farmers can attend, a good interest 
in Liberalism can be &roused there. Brother Remsburg was 
announced for early dates of September. Am now taking a 
few days’ rest at home, in Lake City, Minn., previous to my 
Montana journey. I may be addressed, until further notice, 
at Butte, Montana territory." 
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Letters from friends. 


f Sr. CHARLES, Micu., Aug. 10, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: The picture$ are just splendid. I think Hes- 
ton missed it a little in showing Adam and Eve at their first 
meeting. They should hav been naked and not hav been 
clothed until after they had partaken of the fruit. But it is 
good as it is. Let Heston continue the good work. I am 


sorry that my old friend and neighbor, Jonathan Weaver, of | 


Angola, took a dislike to the pictures. At first I thought 
they told too much, but now they are the first thing I look 
for. Mito Miner. 


Dayton, O., Aug. 11, 1886. 
Mr. Eprrog: By all means keep up the cuts. I send out 
all my old papers among friends, and know of good results 
from the pictures alone. I hate to part with Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, On account of the pictures, and hope at the end of 
each year to get a book of them. Iam away so much of my 
.time it does seem as if I never would get to read your paper, 
but after business I devote all spare time to reading the 
papers and get through them, and they are one hundred 

cents on the dollar every time. GzonaE E. BLAINE. 


DienTos, Mass., Aug. 24, 1886. 
Mr. Eprron: Will you allow me space for a few words of 
commendation of Miss Wixon's ‘Story Hour?" It is a book 
that grown-up children will find interesting, as well as those 
of tenderer years. 'The sketches, stories, and poems are well 
written, sprightly, and entertaining. Some of them are 
amusing, and a few are pathetic; but they are all pervaded 
by a cheery spirit of encouragement which shows that their 
&uthor is an optimist, as all writers for children ought to be. 
A young lady told me the other day that she had read it 
through three times for her little niece, who, when she is 
sick and has to stay in the house, makes her aunt read the 
“Story Hour" to her. It is to be hoped that the gifted 
author will find time to publish more books as interesting 

and healthy-toned. G. A. SHovz. 


Roocrport, Mo., Aug. 16, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: Tur TRUTH SEEKER of the 14th is at hand, 
and the cartoon of ‘‘Adventures of Adam” I think is the 
boss. I wonder if they did really hear the voice of-the Lord 
God walk. Who ever heard a voice walk? But enough on 
that subject. : 

I see J. F. Beck, of West Union, O., claims that he is not 
J. F. Beck at both ends of the line, 7. e., in Ohio and Mon- 
tana. 
other Liberal Becks that happen to liv on this planet tocome 
to the front. Well, here we come. I was at the front at the 
time that D. M. Bennett was sent to prison, and circulated a 
petition for his release to present to President Hayes; and J 
expect if Brother F. J. or J. F. will make sufficient inquiry 
he will find the majority of Becks are Liberals. Wishing 
Liberalism and the Becks unbounded success, Iam . 

f Yours truly, G. G. Brox. 


Ineatts, Kan., Aug. 16, 1886. 
Mr. Epitor: I hav just finished reading ‘‘ Social Wealth,” 
by J. K. Ingalls, and “ Rational Communism.” They are 
both grand. Freethought is on the gainhere. A theological 
college that was started in Lincoln Center, our county seat. 
some four years ago, got above ground and stood till this 
spring. It has moved along slowly, and now its managers 
seem to be locked horns with the devil and don’t know what 
todo. Weare to hav a library in our school district soon, 
as we hav voted a district tax. The books will consist of 
histories, travels, biographies, and works of science, and you 
` ean rest assured that some of Brother Bennett's books will 
adorn its shelves, and I expect to see his portrait, with that 
of Paine and of Ingersoll, on its walls; and then if we can 
put in an organ and put up a few of the TRUTH SEEKER mot- 
toes we can feel as though we hav done something for Free- 

thought. A. BUTTERFIELD. 


BarrsroN Spa, N. Y., Aug. 15, 286. 
Mr. Eviror: Brother C. B. Reynolds paid us a visit Sun- 
day, Aug. 8th, and gavc us a very interesting lecture. His 
subject was, ‘‘The Bible—Whence it Came and What it 
Teaches.” There were not less than one hundred people 
present, and out of nine sky-pilots who suck the blood of the 
dupes in this place, not one had thé stamina to show himself 
and answer guch questions as might be asked of him accor d- 
ing to the faith that is in him. But, nevertheless, Brother 
Reynolds put the thinking-cap on a large number of those 
present, and quite a few bought pamphlets, and a good many 
hav expressed their intention of attending the Convention. 
Hoping you wil aid us by your prayers in bursting the 
shackles that bind our villagers to superstition, bigotry, and 

priestcraft, we are as ever, yours for the cause we love, 
Wa. AND HARRIET TAORPE. 


Centra City, Nzn., Aug. 16, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: That indefatigable advocate of Freethought, 
Jobn E. Remsburg, closed last evening in this city a course 
of three lecturcs with grand success. On the first evening 
his subject was ‘‘The Apostle of Liberty,” which was 
attended by a fair, but appreciativ, audience. The second 
lecture, Sunday, 10:30 a.m., subject, ‘‘ False Claims,” was 
also fairly attended, but, owing to the extreme heat, few 
ladies came. In this lecture Mr. Remsburg has shown 
how to capture and interest an audience. It was crowned 
by a roaring applause. The third and last lecture, in the 
evening of the same day, subject, ‘‘Sabbath Breaking,” was 
a masterpiece of mental labor and the acme of perfection. 
This lecture was visited by our city mayor and wife, county 
and city officials, doctors, lawyers, and the most prominent 
citizens of this town with their wives and daughters; but 


He winds up lis communications by calling on the. 


not one minister of the gospel had backbone enough to face 
the truth. I respectfully urge our Liberal friends to make 
arrangements with Mr. Remsburg for lectures, which they 
never will regret. He is the Ingersoll of the West, a title 
which he really deserves. Mr. Remsburg left this morning 
for Crab Orchard, where he will lecture, taking with him 
the best wishes of the many friends he made here during his 
stay. A. 8. BLEYER. 


BannrE, Kay., Aug. 6, 1886. 
Mr. Epnrron: The Barrie Secular Society held its annual 
excursion on Saturday last, the 7th inst., on Kempenfeldt 
Bay and Lake Simcoe, under the careful management of Mr. 
D. C. Campbell, a prominent: worker and faithful advocate 
of our great cause. The affair throughout. was one of great 
pleasure, not only on account of the splendid scenery which 
surrounded us on our way down the bay, but also in meet- 
ing with kind friends, whose happy and jovial faces made 
everyone feel at home, especially those of the party who 
were from Toronto by invitation, and who at all times and 
under all circumstances think it only a pleasurable duty to 
lend a helping hand to our brothers in the cause of truth. 
The trip will long be remembered as one of the best that has 
taken place in this great northern country for years, and we 
hope that our friends will not allow another season to pass 
without a similar trip and under as happy auspices as the 
one above recorded. J. Soorr. 


Mammoru Hor Sprinas, Wyo., Aug. 19, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: The recent Yellowstone letter of S. P. Put- 
nam has been read at camp-fire and lunch parties with much 
interest. All who hav read it, or heard it read, pronounce it 
one of the most eloquent and graphic descriptions of Wonder- 
land that has ever been written. It is a poem in prose. The 
word-painting is so appropriate and elegant, especially where 
he describes the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone! His 
picture in words oüght to go with Thomas Moran's painting 
that graces thc great Rotunda of the national Capitol at 
Washington. The one would speak to the eye; the other to 
the intellect and the imagination. Mr. Putnam omitted to 
mention our seeing four elks on the Mammoth. Geyser Pla- 
teau. These antlered monarchs of the mountain came very 
near us, and, as we knelt down, the ladies whirled their sun- 
shades so as to attract their attention and excite their curios- 
ity. On our starting to our feet they bounded away and dis- 
appeared in a pine forest. 

It is astonishing the amount of valuable information that 
is contained in Mr. Putnam's article on the Park ; all the 
more so as no one saw him take notes. Our party being all 
Rationalists, our camp-fire talks were entirely free of all 
supernatural explanations of the wonderful objects that met 
us at every step in our five days among geysers and canyons. 
There was no selfish or unsocial conduct to mar the harmony 
of our journey. Ido not mean to say that Freethinkers are 
invariably generous and unselfish, but I do say that it is sel- 
dom that a party of six tourists can be found who act so nat- 
urally, so kindly, and even lovingly to each other as did 
those of the Putnam party. 

It is possible that this meeting of three ladies aud three 
gentlemen may result in a lifetime of love and harmony to 
two of them. No one can predict when, where, or whom 
the blind god may shoot. Many a couple meet in Wonder- 
land, and it is so natural for a fair maid to seek safety under 
the strong, protecting arm of a gallant man when near boiling 
caldrons, hissing paint-pots, spouting geysers, and roaring 
canyons that she feels the need of a man god, and he of a 
guardian angel. 

Higher than geyser’s gush ; 

Deeper than canyon’s rush; 

Hotter than paint-pot mush, 
Is that of human love. 


O Love, Love, Love! thou magician that transformest a 
quiet pool into an all-absorbing torrent, into which madmen 
rush, and out of whicli all sanity comes to bless the world! 
.O heart of man, thou wonderland of all lands, may thy waves 
never grow cold, nor thy pulsations ever cease ! 

G. L. HENDERSON. 


Meosaniosgure, ILL., Aug. 12, 1886. 

Mr. Enron: In the month of July, while paying a visit 
to some of my kin-folks, I paid you a visit and purchased 
of you Voltaire’s ‘‘ Philosophical Dictionary” and a copy of 
*Alamontada, the Galley Slave," and you gave me three 
months of your tip-top, valuable paper, Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
I like the contents hugely. Please don’t fajl to still illustrate 
it. It is quite interesting to many in my town, and I think I 
can get you some subscribers; will try, at least, to do so. 

Well, when I left your city I went to Ocean Grove to see 
my sister, who resides there. It is a beautiful place—a city 
by the sea. But, O God (if there isa God—I don’t know)! 
it is an awful orthodox hole. The privacy of the town is 
secured by a high gate. All north of the lake is Asbury 
Park and all south is Ocean Grove. Now, nothing is allowed 
to enter on Sunday. In Asbury Park all vehicles run on 
Sunday; but in Ocean Grove you hear nothing on a Sunday 
only the cat purring and the kettle singing. I am carried 
back to the old Puritan days of Connecticut, when the hands 
of the clock were padlocked, the hens not allowed to set, nor 
the beer-barrel to work. O consistency, thou art a jewel! 
Will those days come again? God forbid—if there isa God! 
But I will come back to that Sunday morning in July when 
I left your office. My sister being an invalid, I was deputized 
to go after the milk. Out I started with my little can to get 
the allctted allowance, and I met a miscellaneous crowd— 
males, females, boys and girls, negroes, etc., returning with 
their milky fluid, some having to go a mile; and just outside 
of the gates there stood the milk-men with their large pails 
dealing out their fluid to the orthodox. I felt then that I 
wanted those rams’ horns spoken of in a certain filthy book. 
"I would hav blown such a blast on them that it would hav 


shattered those gates into a thousand pieces. But I had no 
horn to toot, and I doubt that those rams’ horns ever accom- 
plished anything in front of Jericho. Oh, when will the 
people be schooled up to a higher sphere so as to throw off 
ihe sedls of orthodoxy? Oh, hasten the day when truth 
and reason will succeed ! : . 

Consider me a regular subscriber to your inestimable 
paper. Long may it thrive. M. L. D. M. Hatss. 

P. 8.—I hav R. G. Ingersoll’s likeness, that I got of you, 
framed and hanging near my bed, so that when I open my 
eyes in the morning I see him and my heart swells in praise 
to him who is doing so much for humanity. M. H. 


Denver, Cor., Aug. 20, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: The apostle of “ This-world-ism” has been 
among us. He came to us from the Northwest, where, amid 
a portion of the Rockies, he had held sweet communion with 
the marvelous and picturesque, the sublime and the majestic, 
the grand and the glorious, in nature. He had clambered 
upon the flanks of the snow-mantled peaks, and rested 'neath 
their shadows in the verdant vales. He had peered into the 
deep, dark recesses of the mighty chasms, and had observed 
the awful ruggedness of the stupendous crags. His brow 
had been fanned by the dry, clear breezes of thé mountain 
hight, and his vivid imagination glided into varied pathways 
as he beheld the records, written in geologic lore, of the 
mighty transformations wrought within and without this 
sphere during an indefinit past. Here nature baptized him 
anew with the spirit of freedom, and increased and bright- 
ened the fire of liberty which dwells within his breast. The 
vigor which this environment imparted to him found expres- 
sion in the emphasis of his appeal for. ‘ Universal Mental 
Liberty.” 

Mr. Putnam arrived in Denver on Aug. 6th, and on the 
following Sunday evening, at the Tabor Grand Opera House, 
he delivered his address bearing the above title. Anaudience 
of about twelve hundred persons was in attendance. After 
the rendition of a piano solo by one of Denvers graceful 
artists, the speaker was then introduced. He spoke for 
about ninety minutes. The vigor of his argument and the 
eloquence of his appeal attracted the closest attention from 
his listeners. He was in grand spirits, and with all ‘the sur- 
roundings calculated to engender and maintain such a fort- 
unate mental condition. Upon the stage of one of the finest 
(if not the finest) opera houses in this broad land; with an in- 
telligent audience before.him, so nicely seated that he could 
almost distinguish the pupil of every eye; with applause after 
applause greeting him as the pertinency of his logic and the 
humor of his anecdote displayed the weakness and the 
ludicrousness of many of the orthodox positions which he 
assailed; possessing a sound body and a lofty mind, did he 
not hav the factors within and about him that could not 
result in any other mental condition? For thirty months 
there had been no radical heterodoxy preached in Denver. 
The meeting closing, the hearty shaking of hands, the ex- 
clamations of approbation displayed toward the sentiments 
expressed by Mr. Putnam, the words of góod cheer exchanged, 
betokened a revival of Liberalism within.our midst, and in- 
sured a grander success for our meeting a week later. 

On Sunday. evening, Aug. 15th, the audience which 
greeted Mr. Putnam at the same Opera House mentioned 
above was increased by several hundred. All that has been 
remarked above as characterizing the first lecture may be ap- 
plied to the second one. The subject, ‘‘ The New Heaven 
and Earth,” treated from the Secularist’s standpoint, opened 
a field in which the logic and genius of the lecturer had free 
scope. One by one he removed the old gods and idols to 
their places in the childhood of the race, and presented to 
our mental vision the glorious future which is the heritage of 
humanity when freed from the bondage of ignorance and 
superstition. . 

The Nine Demands werc read before the audience dis- 
persed, and the sentiments expressed therein found an echo 
within the heart of many a listener. A call for a meeting of 
those favoring the organization of a Secular Union in Denver 
was generously responded to on the following Monday even- 
ing. Ere this our petition for a charter has been forwarded 
to New York, and we anticipate perfecting a permanent or- 
ganization before the closing of the day on September 5th. 

Tuos. J. Truss. 


LoxaMoxr, CoL., Aug. 9, 284. 

Mr. Eprron: Though you rarely hear anything from us 
who occupy this point in the great battle-line of Liberalism, 
we are not entirely *' cumberers of the ground." Samuel P. 
Putnam has just closed a series of three lectures in our 
beautiful town of'*many churches." The subject of his 
first lecture was ‘‘ Universal Liberty;" that of his second, 
“ The New Heaven and Earth;" and that of his last, ** The 
Glory of Infidelity." These subjects were handled as only 
& Putnam can handle them, and they are proving to be good 
seed sown in good soil. The hurry of mid-harvest being upon 
us, the audiences were: not large. No more attentiv audi- 
ences, however, ever assembled to hear the true gospel of hu- 
manity. At the close. of the lectures we organized a local 
Secular Union, with thirteen charter members. With this 
little band of braves we intend to advance upon the hosts of 
superstition, and compel them to rally to the support of their 
little antiquated God, who is not cutting a very prominent 
figure here, anyway. He scems to be in his dotage, and to 
need a good deal. of nursing and doctoring. The pure, thin 
atmosphere of this high altitude does not seem to agrec with 
him. He did far better in his nativ country, in which he 
was wont to be carried about by a semi-barbarous tribe, 
whose tutelary divinity he was, in a goods-box, on an ox- 
cart, or to be kept and regaled on roast meats in the kitchen 
of a temple erected for his special benefit. Those people 
did a cruel thing who kidnapped him and brought him to 
this country, as cruel a thing as was ever done by the slave: 
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. choice, I would rather be with these men than be with the 
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traders who kidnapped negroes,and brought them hither. 
He may be greatly improved, as the negroes hav been, by 
the change, but he can never become fully adapted to our 
climate and our higher civilization. For one, therefore, I 
vote that he be carried back to his nativ land, to the graves 
of his mother, and his son, and his other relations—if he has 
any others. Why keep him, anyway, at an annual expense 
of over a billion of dollars, when we hav not the slightest 
use for him? 

My wife and I are taking about a dozen Liberal papers. 
These we hand around to our friends, and thus help sow 
the good seed. After thirty years of faithful labor in the 
school-room, I hav retired from the profession of teaching.. 
Instead‘ of teaching **the young idea how to shoot," I am 
now teaching the young tomato vines, the young onions, 
etc., how to shoot. In short, Iam winning some laurels in 
a great battle with weeds in the gardens of our beautiful 
farm, six miles from Longmont. I hav found increased 
health and enjoyment in my new occupation. 

Joun R. Kxreo. 


Tonroaany, O., Aug. 18, 1886. 
Mr. Eprtor: I hope you will continue to print pictures, 
though I find fault with some of them. Samson should hav 
been lean and lank, with hair like crowbars, for his strength 
lay in his hair; and the artist should hav shown us how the 
rib was taken out of Adam. I think it would hav looked so 
funny to look in and see the young man’s vitals squirming 
round. Lazarus should hav been stowed away inside of 
Abraham’s shirt front, and had his head protruding through 
a buttonhole or the opening in front. " 
But, to take all in all, your artist has done well. He has 
thought of things that I would not hav thought of. I want 
to save my copies of the pictures, and put them in the Bible 
where they belong; it brings things out more clear and 

vivid, as it were. M. Brown. 

CnaTHAM, N. Y., Aug. 21, 1886. 
Mr. Eprron: The Methodists hav been holding a camp- 
meeting at Lebanon, Columbia county, N. Y. Their meet- 
ing closed the middle of this week. Some of the incidents 
that transpired on and about the grounds are food for 
thought—I do not mean in what they call a religious point 
of view, but to parties who look to true principle and the 
rights of their fellow-men, as in every mind that should be 
our first and highest ambition. What if it does conflict with 


` their or any other so-called religious views or notions? Hu- 


manity to man—what is nobler? Without that all is degrad- 
ing. Please follow me in this incident, showing how this 
humanity to man was practiced at this camp-meeting at 
Lebanon. First, I wish to explain that C. L. Penrose, of 


' Chatham, N. Y., a man of integrity and honesty, combined 


with a full share of business ability; chose to make arrange- 
ments with the New York, Rutland, and Montreal Railroad 
Company to use & portion of their depot at Lebanon as a res- 
taurant, making arrangements in early spring, not choosing 
to open until the early part of August, the time of open- 


' ing occurring just previous to camp-meeting. While Mr. 


Penrose was engaged at his business, Rev. W. L. Smith 
called upon him, saying that he wished him to close his 
business there and then; also wished him to understand 
that Ae demanded it; that in case he did not close he would 
hav him arrested, as **the law does not allow your business 
going on during this camp-meeting within two miles of our 
grounds” Mr. Penrose replied, “I am an American, and 
wish to be a law-abiding citizen; also wish to talk and rea- 
son on this subject." Rev. W. L. Smith said, ** No! I hav 
no time to talk with you about it, but do demand you to 
close your business." Mr. Penrose immediately conferred 
with the superintendent of the road. Mr. White said, ** Keep 
open and we will protect you." However, Mr. Penrose, 
though knowing that he would be protected by the railroad 
company, being a man who wished to avoid litigation, closed 
his business. Upon the camp-meeting grounds were scenes 
of rowdyism and drunkenness too horrible to mention. 
What is needful to the rising generation? No camp-meet- 
ings; more humanity to man, woman, and child. We may 
well exclaim that ‘‘ superstition is the child of slavery,” and 
‘reason is the lamp of the mind; the only torch of prog- 
ress.” ` J. L. BROWNING. 
Havana, ILL., Aug. 17, 1886. 
Mr. Ep:tor: Inclosed find 50 cents for ‘‘Order of Crea- 
tion.” I was sorry to hear of the trouble Mr. Reynolds had 
at Boonton. I hope he will come out victorious, and go on 
with the good work as before. I hav tried to get subscrib- 
ers for Taz TRUTH SEEKER, and I think I will succeed in get- 
ting a couple. Freethinkers here seem to be afraid to take 
hold. I am going to stick to Taz TRUTH SEEKER. I like 
those pictures; whatever you do, don’t stop them. I am one 
of those fellows that don’t believe the Bible is an inspired 
book, and I am not afraid to tell it. I can’t swallow that 
whale story; and that rib story is too much for me; and I 
don’t believe the world was made in six days; and there 
are other things in the Bible, too numerous to mention, that 
I don’t believe. I don't know if there is a life after this or 
not; but if there is, I think those will enjoy it best who liv 
happy while here on earth. If there is a life after this, it 
has never been revealed unto us only as man has told it, and 
one man don’t know any more about a hereafter than another. 
And no one knows anything about it. I don’t believe there 
is a hell; but if there is, and Paine, Franklin, Jefferson, 
Voltaire, and the rest of the great Freethinkers are there, it 
certainly is not such a very bad place, after all. If I had my 


preachers. I don’t go much on these preachers. Some of 
them are good men, but I think they are all preaching for 
This thing of saving souls seems to 


be such an easy profession, it’s no wonder the ministry-mar- 


ket is glutted. If preachers in order to save souls had to 
do some labor that took a little muscle, something like saw- 
ing wood, I am afraid there would not be many souls saved 
unless the wages for sawing wood were extremely high. I 
can’t see how a minister can hav the cheek to teach some- 
thing he don’t believe in himself; but it seems that some 
people will do anything nowadays for money. 

I would like to hear a lecture on Freethought every Sun- 
day, but we can’t hav them because no one has got grit 
enough to get up to preach it. I wish Mr. Reynolds or some 
other Liberalist could come and giv us a few lectures. I 
expect to be a Freethinker all my life—to liv and die a Lib- 
eralist. A Freethinker has nothing to fear. His mind is 
always free from that horrible hell-fire these ministers harp so 
much about. I went to church the other night, and saw the 
leading members thereof asleep, and if one should ask them 
how they liked the sermon they would say it wasa grand ser- 
mon, when they did not hear enough of it to tell what the 
text was. Iam going to liv in this world the way I can be 
the happiest. I want to see every man think for himself, 
The creator gave to every man a mind and mental faculties 
so he could learn and investigate for himself. Giv to every 
man the same rights that you claim for yourself. 

J. A. WEABER. 


Evunxka, Car., Aug. 10, 1886. 

Mn. Eprron: ‘‘Self-preservation is the first law of nature ” 
is accepted as a fundamental truth by all mankind. And ina 
general sense, it is worthy of its universal acceptation. But 
not to the extent that intensely selfish persons, and cringing 
cowards, eagerly embrace and cherish it. 
terpret it to serve their own sinister and ignoble purposes. 
Their conception of this law incites them to save their own 
lives at the expense of every virtue, the sacrifice of every 
life, whether of friend or foe. They rob the fatherless and the 
widow, the sick and the afflicted, the poor and the indigent. 
They absorb the means and living of every other creature to 
swell their individual pile of wealth, to gratify their insa- 
tiable greed. They stoop to the most disreputable sneaking, 
lying, and swindling operations to deceive, decoy, and 
fleece their unsuspecting or helpless victims, and glory in 
their base and crafty motivs and actions, and gloat over 
the misery and death of those they hav the physical and 
legal power to rob and kill. And then, forsooth, they prate 
about the survival of the fittest—the most damnable doc- 
trin anyone can advocate and indorse, as generally under- 
stood. Instead of the survival of the just, the innocent, the 
temperate, and peaceable persons, they urge and support the 
survival of the unscrupulous, the vicious, and the lawless. 
They adore and fawn at the feet of those whose hearts are 
adamant; whose conscience is numbed and paralyzed; 
whose whole moral and physical economy is calloused and 
depraved; who worship nothing but wealth and usurped 
power; whose religion is supreme selfishness and corruption. 
And their numbers are daily increasing. In fact, this age 


may be truthfully said to be governed by the reign of selfish-- 


ness, tyranny, and inhumanity. And nowhere is this more 
noticeable than in what is called Christendom. WNine-tenths 
of what are called the upper classes are guilty of this culpable 
degree of selfish greed, of stolen wealth, and usurped power. 
They stifle their own conscience and chain the tongue of jus- 
tice and truth by their criminat liberality to the church, 
and proclaim a greater but sham concern for the peop!e's 
spiritual rather than their temporal welfare. Yet it is the 
grievous poverty, the vindictiv injustice, inflicted by these 
very classes that drive the laboring classes to desperation 
and crime. They gull the people with Hopes of future bliss 
if they will be docil and obedient in this life, and pay hom- 
age to those who hav seized the power which shouid be prop- 
erly invested in the people; who rob the people by unjust 
and vicious laws, and then arrogate to themselvs credit for 
charity and generosity by giving some of them a moiety of 
the wealth they hav accumulated by extortion and wrong. 

They exhort the poor to practice every virtue, while they 
secretly or openly practice every vice. They profess to be- 
lieve and follow the precepts of Jesus-Christ, whose pre- 
eminent trait was disregard of self and deep concern for the 
poor. And to this more than anything else is Christianity in- 
debted for the impetus it received, and the progress it has 
made. For Christ was no more divine than all goodness and 
the advocates and doers of good are divine. And the proof 
is that-some of his words and actions are subject to criticism 
by reason and justice. But an all wise and just being could 
say or do nothing susceptible of criticism. For instance, in 
Matthew xxiii, 8, 4, Jesus said to the people, referring to the 
scribes and Pharisees, ‘‘ All therefore whatsoever they bid 
you observe, that observe and do; but do not ye after their 
work, for they say and do not; for they bind heavy burdens, 
and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men’s shoulders, 
but they themsetvs will not move them with one of their 
fingers." 

What was true of the scribes and Pharisees in that age is 
equally true df the rich and powerful now. They do bind 
heavy and grievous burdens on the people, but will not lift 
one of their fingers to help remove them. But Jesus made 
a mistake by exhorting them to do as they wcre commanded. 
Those who surrender their rights and bow their necks to be 
oppressed and enslaved are quite as culpable as those who 
usurp authority and inflict grievious tasks on involuntary 
slaves. There is not one among you but will extol the 
action of the signers of the Declaration of Independence, 
and Washington, and all those who participated in the Revo- 
lution of 1776. But if they had given heed to the injunction 
of Jesus Christ, and obeyed those then in power, America 
would yet be groaning under the British yoke. Thus every 
one of you, by indorsing those brave men who rebelled against 
injustice, condemns the words of Jesus Christ. The prcser- 
vation of a nation consists in every member of such nation 
defending to the utmost his fellow.members, and the homes 


Such persons in-: 


and institutions dear to his heart. And only when every 
means has been tried, every power exhausted, should they 
submit to spoliation. And so it is with communities and 
families; every member should unite in resisting unprinci- 
pled invasion from without, and oppression within. And 
those who assume to rule the others without their consent ; 
or, having obtained their consent, employ harsh and arbitrary 
means, are unprincipled tyrants who should be deposed by 
unanimous voice or unanimous force. And those who sub- 
mit to tyranny and wrong are cringing cowards and con- 
temptible slaves. : 

O citizens! awake from your lethargy; prune the tree 
while it is young, 80 that you may gather the fruits of justice, 
mercy, and peace in its old age. H. DELMAR. 


V. B. DENSLOW ON THE MORAL INFLUENCE OF RELIGION AND 
PHILOSOPHY. 


ViNELAND, N. J., Aug. 1, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: At present I've not time to follow, indicate, 
and refute the absurdities in Mr. Denslow’s finely written dis- 
sertation on this topic, but am sure it can be done. He aims 
to show that the adhesiv force of religion, with its worship 
of incomprehensible gods, is the moral power of humanity, & 
necessary hypocrisy that will remain the binding force of 
conscience and rectitude. I think the goodness manifest 
amid religion is the love its acceptauce does not annul; and 
without being deflected by religion from legitimate action 


| and stifled by false co-action on a spurious basis, it would be 


a hundredfold more potent and refining. My present aim 
is simply to invite attention to discrepancies, and suggest 
ideas on the moral nature of love and religion distinctivly. 
Love of our kind is the inspiring light of progress. Religion 
exists on ignorance, is subversiv of advance, of individual | 
and natioral integrity and justice; it makes faith in atoning 
idols paramount to ethics and principle; disparages self- 
poising character, and sets the love of myths above that of 
kindred and all humanhood. Yet, fraternal love is the great 
adhesiv force of unity and harmony, and, with sound intelli- 
gence and demonstrable science, will, I believe, if given 
opportunity, balance the positiv and negativ, the swaying 
forces of the human world, and possibly portions of the in. 
human. Conceded facts, showing religion is the luring, 
suasiv side of oppressiv cruelty, condemn it; the fact that 
love brought to bear with and upon it is the saving, cohering 
element shows that, without religion, it can rest on a basis 
of principle, and be as much more efficient in morality and 
institutional propriety as truth is superior to falseness. 
Again, the religious and idolatrous basis, taking on the 
love phase of vigor, takes, through the selfish nature of the 
unity, not so much of the broad, fraternal, enduring, upper- 
brain love as the self-centering, conjugal, more vacillating, 
more physical, elements. This being the case, worshipful 
ecstasy and amoral fervor mutually stimulate and excite; 
hence practically induce moral turpitude instead of purity. 
Religious compacts thus—as well as professed, unnatural re. 
straints—are known to foster insatiate appetites, unbalancing - 
reason’s sway and inciting to all phases of excess. We can- 
not walk the street without viewing specimens of Christian 
abnormality. The system antagonizes consistent sex-blend- 
ing and pure heredity; and those outside the fold imitate 
church customs to escape its estracism, and display warped 
wrecks of the same depraved conditions. ‘Sick in body and 
mind” labels majorities.. All history and these facts demand 
a just, principled, logical, and secular basis for moral cult- 
ure as well as civil safety. Social order would found civil 
equity. Social disorder holds disjointed relations through 
the world to-day; it brought the crisis, and needs rectifying 
on the bed-rock of woman’s vitalization and valid position as 
mother of men. Distortion mars the lines of commerce, 
marriage, education, and wealth ; and the religions of to-day 
forbid justice and loving harmony. A true foundation and 
true action upon it would soon rear the standard of justice, 
liberty, and personal responsibility, where fraternal love, the 
universally vitalizing force, might be so normally exerted as 
to culture and regulate generativ affection. When its 
friendly guidance can harmonize the spontaneity of select 
attraction, prostitution will be scarce. But religion, with its 
submissiv women, its different standards of honor for the 
sexes, and lash of scandal for the long-controlled, scapegoat 
sex, is the great hindrance to righting our wrongs. But the 
sooner we begin the better; the more earnestly we continue, 
the easier will be the labor, the more sure and complete the 
Success. Advanced men and women are discussing the 
work, and many women are anxious for the chance to aid it 
more effectually than men allow. Whoever appreciates true 
life should advg^ate forward measures, not look to past de- 
ceiving tyrannies and plead that they are the human order, 
the moral influences, and must ever hold science and philos- 
ophy at their service. All the peace they ever permit is a 
feverish, fitful seeming produced by the submission of the 
masses to cruel exactions. Religion is the soft, furry, 
psychologic paw of the man-agent of the God myth; and love, 
the good element, should leave its partnership and establish 
its own almighty throne. Nay, I'll not say throne—even 
love need not be & tyrant—it is the mutual good, harmo- 
nizing justice in all directions and relations, equity hinging in 
unity. The nature of things assures that in such cohesion 
the structure of happiness will find pedestal and dome with 
all the jasper pillars and golden portals necessary. And 
these things will be obtainable after sufficient reformation 
has lifted good women’s bowed heads above superstition. 
called religion, and changed their prayers to self-ennobling 
care, and men’s hypocrisy to practical honesty. A few are 
laboring for the hallowed time; thousands will wheel into 
action when proper arrangements call. 

I hope some one will review Mr. Denslow’s theory sys. 
tematically and convert him to the truth as it is in loving 
harmony. Mary E. Tittotson. 
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Children’s Garner, 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixow, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour." 


When Baby Has Gone To Sleep. 


The tired young mother's troubled air 
Was proof of a load of household care, 
And as baby nestled his curls of gold 

Against her skirts, her brow was cold. 


The baby lips quivered, he turned away; 

But dear old grandmamma bade him stay, 
And said, while she coaxed him not to weep, 

“ She'll be sorry when baby has gone to sleep.” 


The toils of the trying day hav fled; 

The mother bends o’er the cradle-bed : 

“ What if the lids should never rise, 
Unveiling the luster of sweet, glad eyes?” 


Ah, me ! how we mortals struggle here, 
Forgetting much that we hold so dear ! 
The words of encouragement left unsaid, 
Kisses kept for the lips of the dead! 


O parents who toil with brain and arm 

To keep your little ones safe from harm, 

How much of sunshine and beauty is lost 

In the dread of bridges that will never be crossed ! 


And children, or we of larger growth, 
Might heed grandma’s warning, nothing loath; 
Giv voice to the love in our bosom’s deep, 
Nor wait till the dear ones hay gone to sleep. 
' Eva V. COLLINS. 
—————— — 9 9—9———————— 


Where Do You Liv? 


Iknew a man, and his name was Horner, 

.Who used to liv on Grumble Corner, 

Grumble Corner in Crosspatch town ; 

And he never was seen without a frown. 

He grumbled at this, and he grumbled at that; 
He growled at the dog, and he growled at the cat; 
He grumbled at morning; he grumbled at night; 
And to grumble and growl were his chief delight. 


He grumbled so much at his wife that she 

Began to grumble as well as he; 

And all the children, wherever they went, 

Retlected their parents’ discontent. 

If the sky was dark and betokened rain, 

Then Mr. Horner was sure to complain ; ` 

And if there was not a cloud about, 

He would grumble because of a threatened 
drought. i 


His meals were never to suit his taste ; 

He grumbled at having to eat in haste ; 

The bread was poor, or the meat was tough, 

Or else he hadn’t had half enough. 

No matter how hard his wife might try 

To please her husband, with scornful eye 

He'd look around, and then with a scowl 

At something or other, begin to growl. 

One day, as I loitered along the street, 

My old acquaintance I chanced to meet, 

Whose face was without the look of care 

And the ugly frown he used to wear. 

“ I may be mistaken, perhaps,” I said, 

As, after saluting, I turned my head, 

“ But it is, and it isn’t, Mr. Horner, 

Who lived for so long on Grumble Corner.” 

I met him next day, and I met him again, 

In melting weather, in pouring rain: 

When stocks were up, and when stocks were down, 

But a smile had somehow replaced the frown. 

It puzzled me much, and 80, one day, 

I seized his hand in a friendly way, 

And said, ** Mr. Horner, I'd like to know 

What can hav happened to change you so.” 

He laugbed a laugh that was good to hear, 

For it told of a conscience calm and clear, 

And he said, but with none of the old-time drawl, 

* Why, I changed my residence; that is all!” 

“ Changed your residence?” “Yes,” said Horner, 

* Tt wasn't healthy on Grumble Corner. 

And so I moved; ’twas a change complete, 

Aud you'll find me now on Thanksgiving street !” 

Now every day as I move along 

T! e streets 80 filled with the busy throng, 

I watch each face, and can always tell 

Where men and women and children dwell. 

And many a discontented mourner 

Is spending his days on Grumble Corner, 

Sour and sad, whom I long to entreat 

To take & house on Thanksgiving street. 
tO 

Bouquets Under Water. ` 

The following, taken from Vick’s Magazine, 
is a description of the process by which a 
bouquet of flowers may be preserved fresh 
for a long time: 

A vessel of water is required; the vessel 
should be large enough to allow the submer- 
sion in it of a plate or dish holding the bou- 
quet to be preserved, and a bell-glass to cover 
the bouquet. The dish or plate should. con- 
tain no moss or other material; the water 
should be limpid and quite pure. Place the 
plate at the bottom of the water, and on the 
plate, submerging it, place the bouquet, 
which is maintained in an upright position by 
a weighted base previously attached to it. 
This being done, the bouquet is covered with 
a bell-glass, the rim of which ought to fit ex- 
actly to the flat part of the plate; the bell- 
glass should be entirely filled with water, and 
without the least air-bubble. 


Then all are raised together, plate, bouquet, 
and bell-glass filled with water, and placed 
on & table, carefully wiping the exterior, but 
leaving on the plate, around the base of the 
bell-glass, a little provision of water, which 
prevents the entrance of air. The flowers in 
this condition will be preserved in all their 
freshness for several weeks, and their beauty 
is increased by a great number of bubbles of 
gas, produced by the respiration of the 
leaves, and which attach themselvs to the 
petals, appearing like pearls. The edge of 
the plate and the water that it contains 
should be concealed by a light bed of moss, 
in which are set some other flowers. In the 
evening, by artificial light, a bouquet thus ar- 
ranged produces a charming effect. 

—_— +o ______- 
A Hard Question. 


A Chestnut-street miss of less than five 
summers, who was playing in the yard and 
observing the works of nature, surprised her 
father the other day with the following ques- 
tions and original conclusion : 

** Papa, does God make the worms?” 

** Yes, daughter.” 

** Papa, does God make the hopper toad to 
eat the worms up ?" 

** I g'pose so.” 

** Well, I should like to know what he 
bothered his head with the worms for if he 
had to make the hopper toad to eat them” 

Her father did not attempt to unravel this 
juvenil puzzle.— Norwich Bulletin. 

to — — — 
Popular Science. 

Liquefied oxygen is lighter than water, 
and & little heavier than alcohol, according 
to& French chemist, who has calculated its 
specific gravity as 0.888. 

According to Mr. J. Harrington Douty, of 
the asylum at Worcester, England, an imper- 
fect supply of oxygen, or simply breathing a 
vitiated atmosphere, may: suffice to produce 
a mental disorder known as melancholia. 

The deep sea is illumined only by the deep 
green sunlight that has passed through a vast 
stratum of water, and therefore lost all the 
red and orange rays by absorption. The 
deep sea star-fishes are nearly all orange, 
orange-red, or scarlet, even down to three 
thousand fathoms. 

————— 9 +2 __ 
Sound Principle but Poor Poetry. 


Jacob Halstead, who died recently at El- 
bridge, N. Y., is said to hav lived according 
to the following motto: 

Il get my living by the sweat of my face, 

And bear good will to the human race; 

I'll pay my debts as soon as due, 

And wear my old clothes till I can make new. 

+e 
Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—onARADE. 
My first, if Milton truth doth state, 
Is a chariot used by those called great; 
My second is a squirrel, a bird, or monkey— 
And sometimes even the blundering donkey ; 
My whole a fabric, finely wrought, 
From Asian looms at first was brought; 
Tho’ now the Yankees’ close attention, 

Hav made it almost their invention. 
Washington, D.C. Henry F. Sura. 
2.— ENIGMA. 

In vice, but not in fault; 
In oats, but not in malt; 
In lack, but not in need ; 
In plant, but not in seed ; 
In attire, but not in dress; 
In slide, but not in press; 
In rain, but not in shine ; 
Not in mane, but in rhyme. 
My whole is one who abolished torture in 
France. C. R. 
Lyons, N.Y. 


9.—THESE THREE TURKS.—AN ANAGRAM. 


These Three "l'urks, of whom I tell, 
Anywhere on earth may dwell. 

Any land in all the earth 

Well may be their place of birth. 

Any language they may speak— 

Latin, Hebrew, Chinese, Greek. 

Every age and clime are theirs; 

They are Nature’s only heirs. 

For her verities they search, 
Unconfined by creed or church. 

Count them not as numbers count, 

In humanity’s amount; 

Count them by their tho’ts and works— 
These Three Turks; These Three Turks, 


`: These Three Turks, again I scan, 
Neitlier woman, child, nor man. 
Tho’ they .utter:not a tone, 
Yet their language is my own. 
Purest gems of ray serene,’ 
In their costumes may be seen 
Diamonds, pearls, and agates rare, 
All arranged with taste and care; 
Roman caps and richly dressed, 
Every week one is my guest; 
Voiceless, yet their rhythmic signs 
Thrilling through my being shines ; 
No regret for deafness lurs s— 
This I owe to These Three Turks. 
Irwin, Ia. J. K. P. BAKER. 


| young folks, 


1 five sides). 


4.—wnur? 
1.—A body is heavier at the surface of the 
earth than it is above or below ? Why is this? 
2.—Why does not the air flow in and out of 
one's lungs the same after death as before? 
Wy. Soort. 


5.—DIAMOND PUZZLE. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN’S CORNER, 
AUGUST 21, 1886. 


1.-2,010.624 acres. 2 Foxglove. 8.- 
HAT 
ARROW .- 
HARPOON 
SPOON 
POT 
N 
4.-Tophet. 5.~ 


Now if this traveler wants a drink, 
He'll find it close at hand, I think ; 
Beneath his feet is the very thing, 
A still, unfailing, mineral spring. 
SorvrRs.—Ruth M. Brinegar, H. J. Messin- 
ger, C. Rooker. 


Correspondence. 


A LETTER IN BHYME. 
STRASBURG, ILL., Aug. 16, 1886. 
Papa and I are Liberals, 
Of the very brightest hue; 
We spell our names Y-o-r-k ; 
With interest your works pursue. 
We liv in little Strasburg town; 
Our county’s name is Shelby ; 
Illinois is our dear old state ; 
Tur Troura SEEKER is our stand-by, 


Although we're looked upon by some 
Of John R. God's dear people : 
As traitors mean, that should be hung. 
But why? We're very civil. . 

Oh, our ‘‘ sad fate” we will not rue, 
And go to church a-trembling, 

And sit so still, afraid to stir, 

Lest the devil should come tumbling ! 


John R. is a prominent man; 

He sits on a golden throne, 

Like old King John, of En-gli-and, 
With tyranny rules the world. 
Why in the name of common sense 
The old fellow don't resign, 

And giv us poor sinners a chance 
Is a secret beyond mankind. 


Resign—why not? Are we not smart? 
Hav we not tasted the fruit? 

-Giv us the throne and & good harp; 
We'll show what we will do. 

There will be & world pure and bright, 
Free from hell and damnation, d 
With hearts made happy and so light, 
Not knowing predestination. 


If it pleases the editor 
To make public these verses, 
In the grand old Corner so dear, 
Twill make one of the children's hearts 
Gladden with pleasure, and, perhaps, 
Again from her you will hear. 
Ina York. 
Ipano Springs, CoL., July 29, 1886. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I feel that I may be ex- 
cused for addressing you so freely, since, 
though personally unacquainted with you, I 
hav, in company with my two little truth 
seekers, shared your thoughts in the Chil- 
dren’s Corner. I inclose a contribution for 
that department if you see fit to publish it. 
With sincere wishes for your success in the 
work of entertaining and instructing our 
I remain, 
Mrs. Eva V. Corums. 


PALATKA, FLA., Aug. 16, 1886. 

Drar Miss Wixon: The mathematical 
problem (1.) in the Children’s Corner of THE 
Trura SEEKER of the 14th inst., like every- 
thing else, ‘‘is quite easy to those who know 
how to do it; but don’t you think it a little 
hard for children? Not many girls and boys 
of less than sixteen or eighteen can solve an 
algebraical equation of the second degree 
containing two unknown quantities, after it is 
presented to them; much less can they form 
from a puzzling question such a one as will 
lead to the true answer. Ask Mr. Scott to be 


a little easy on the tender and undevelopedi 


brains, less precocious, mayhap, than his own; 
and he wil doubtless solicit thereby more 
eneral interest in, and contribute more 
gely to the amusement and profit of, the 
Corner. 
Avg fence will hav to be 520 rods long (with 
If Mr. Scott wishes to amuse 
himself by constructing mathematical puzzles 


suitable to mature minds, he can send one or 
two—just little ones—to- 
Lewis Morris (Box 474). 
. SPRINGFIELD, Irr., July 31, 1886. 

_DEaR .Miss Wixon: My name is Fannie 
Florence Hudson. I am eleven years old; 
will be twelve in September. Mrs. Cellers, 
my music-teacher, has just given me THE 
TRUTH SEEKER to read. I hav read but little 
in it.as yet, but as far as I hav gone I like it. 
Ilike the Children's Corner very much, but I 
am going to read it all through. My school ` 
was out the 8d of June. It will begin again 
the first. of September next. My brothers 
read THE TRUTH SEEKER and said they, were 
going to write to you. I hav some little 
white rabbits. There are seven of them. I 
go to Sunday-school every Sunday at the 

econd Methodist Episcopal church here. 

When I went to school I was in the Fourth 

Reader, and had grammar, arithmetic, writ- 

ing, reading, drawing, and geography. Wel, 

I must close; as it is getting so long. I 

thought I would write to you to amuse some 

little folks in the Children’s Corner. à 
Your little friend, Fanniz F. Hu»sox. 
BRooxkrvs, Aug. 19, 1886. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: I feel a little reluctant 
at writing, knowing that your time mugt be 
valuable, and much taken up attending. to 
the many calls and answering the numerous 
correspondence which your position of edit- 
ress of a portion of so widely-circulated and 
much-needed a paper as THE TRUTH SEEKER 
naturally involves. 

Away back in the years I often wondered 
why papa took so much interest in the paper, 
and anxiously looked for its arrival and 
perused its pages eagerly. He used to often 
mention Mr. Bennett’s name, and the perse- 
cution he encountered for his boldness and 
manly courage against his opponents. 

I hav lately read with interest your and 
Mrs. Slenker’s articles, and hav profited much 
therefrom. I am particularly interested in 
the Children’s Corner, for you know the 
church people strain every nerve to get hold 
of the little ones. You should see some of 
our anniversaries herein Brooklyn. Mothers 
are put to their wit’s end for weeks to invent 
some gingerbread and flashy habiliments „to 
adorn their children for that turn-out. Poor . 
washwomen and others, that never see a 
$5 bill above their wants, will stint and scrape 
money to compete and cope with their more 
wealthy and opulent neighbor’s children. 
Children with banners bearing all sorts of 
silly inscriptions march under a scorching 
sun to satisfy the conceited vanity of their 
minister and teachers. 

Of course, the little ones know no better, . 
and are taken away by the excitement, and 
music, and gorgeousness of the affair, but 
when gray-headed men and women and the 
unthinking populace lend aid by presence, and 
window-adornments, and house-decoration, 
I often think that very little common sense is 
given in religious matters. 

I am writing foreign to what I intended. I 
wished to thank you for the kindness of no- 


| ticing my story and publishing it. It was my 


first effort, and I had only a faint idea that it 
would be noticed at all, for certainly I could 
not bring myself to believe that I would be 
the lucky one out of so many as would 
compete out of so intelligent a constituency 
as Tug TRUTH SEEKER readers. i 

It may be that you would visit Brooklyn 
some time; if so, I would be pleased to make 
it pleasant for you to stay with us, if possible. 

I am yours, Lavra SrENSPY. 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 
Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen. Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform ; the Womans Rights 

ovement ; e Temperance orm; 
Church and the Republic. L^ Mis 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture: Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating: Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars of 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 

dness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft ; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty - 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities, 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


nd most thorough work ever written on th 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 


and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the ristian Fathers; The 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars and Divines; Abrogation ‘of Sunday 


3 Laws. Price, 25 cents; six copies, $1.00. 


au THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


88 Clinton Place, New York. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland - 
and Eduard Howland, Editors ;.J. M. Pryse and J. 
M. Burgler, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 
prise, the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and general 
to the practical solution of the problem of Integra. 
Co-operation. Price, $1.a year; 50 cents for six 
months; 25 cents for three months. 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


CALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
OANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto. 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. -Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and: Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
KANSAS. ` 
^ Chris. Brown, Duane oes 


B. e ine Oakfield ( (Post-office, Smyrna 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
MIOHIGAN. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 3 : 
8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. 
Dr. Wolff, 620 North 5th street, St. Louis. 
Joseph L. Andrew, Liberal. 
MONTANA. 
O. B. Whitford, Butte City. 
NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
‘NEW YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 
OHIO. 

N. Hexter, 808 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior ‘at, Cleveland. 
OREGON. 

Wm. Chance, Astoria. '. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr. J. H. Rhodes, 815 North 10th st., Phila. 
Qeon e Longford, "1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
Clay Luse, Waynesburg. 
T F. Schade, 8,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
TENNESSEE. 
Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 
TEXAS. 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick; N Orie 


James Ashman, Salt. Take City. 
D: F. Keeler, Park City. 

W. F. Re gout, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 

Henry Booth, Suchen: 


Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker, T. Bnowville. 


ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. 


Robt. G. Ingersoll’s 
OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 


in the suit of the 
Bankers’ and Merchants’ 
graph Company 
against the l 


Tele- 


Western Union Telegraph Company. l 


——o—_ 


So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that THE TRUTH Srexer has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli- 
cal Works. 
By THOMAS PAINE, 
“The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies; Poi cents. Six copies for 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
. flaming arguments . . . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 
ration.” 


Price, 35 cents. 
For either of these works, or any of Paine’s 
writings, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton l'lace, New York. 
BIBLE MYXHS 
AND THEIR 


Parallels in Other Religions. 


Being a Comparison of the Old and New Testa- 
ment ey and Miracles with those of 
heathen nations of Antiquity, Con- 
sidering also their Origin 
and Meaning. - 
numerous illus- 
‘trations. 
The object of the yor i is to oint out the myths 
with which the Old and N estaments abound ; 
o 8>ow that they were heldi in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning E 
“ Tt ig unquestionable true hat the results of & 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else 80 accessible as they are now made 
nthe work before us."—N, Y. Si 


un. 
1 vol. 8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages. 


Price, $2.50. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York 


PRICE, TWENTY-FIVE CENTS. 
—THE— 


"TRUTH SEEKER 


ANNUAL 


AND 


1 886 ax. 286). 


WITH THIRTY PORTRAITS OF DISTINGUISHED 
EUROPEAN FREETHINKERS, SCIENTISTS, AND 
PHILOSOPHERS, AND MANY OTHER 
ILLUSTRATIONS. 


CONTENTS: 


Calendar for 1690; Er gtbousht in the United 
States, 1885; e Church Filches from the 
State; Publie Conn bntions to the Church ; The 
Religion of Crime; Chaplaing in our Army and 
Hayy: The Higher Life, by onrbandk Pa mer; 

ream, by Samuel P. Putnam; The erican 
ib nre Union; Statistics of Our Foreign-Born 
Population; The Curate of Churnside. (Selected 
Story.) moa Payne; How Voltaire Died, by the 
Editor: The Tn irgin; Rel sligious Di Divisions of 
the World; Paine Memorial (Illustrated) ; 
The Story of 1885; Immigration to the U. 
1820-1884; Freethought in Australia; Freethought 
‘on the Continent ; ubj eo of Illustration; Free- 
thought Journals; eligious Denominations; 
Area and Value of Farms; Population of barge 
Cities; Liberal Lecturers. 


‘ ILLUSTRATIONS : 


Lick Observatory Q Girard College, Philadelphia, 
Freethought H Waco, Texas (interior view); 
Freethought Hall, Waco, Texas (exterior view); 
The Tent, lron Virgin, Paine Hall, Moncure D. 
Conway, Baladin, Annie Besant, Mary Wollstone- 
craft, G. W. Foote, Austin Holyoake, J ill, 
George Eliot, Geo. Standring, Ernst zo 
Auguste Comte, Edward Gib on, Max Muller, 
Thos. Huxley, Voltaire Chas. Darwin, Rousseau, 
Humboldt, Byron; Shelley, David Hume, Goethe, 
Robert Burns Hithard ¢ anile, Herbert Spencer, 
Castelar, Bradlaugh, Chas. A. Watts, J. A. Froude, 
John Tyndall. 


NEW YORK: 
THE TRUTH SHEKER COMPANY, 


33 CLINTON PLACE. 


Books on Practical Steps in Present Needs. 


History of Woman’s Costume Movement; its 
first 85 years, Events and Persecutions, Supple- 
mented d by Modern Martyrdom. 132pp., fine paper, 

Progress vs. Fashion. 32pp.,; paper, 10c, 
Woman's ay Out. 32pp., paper, 100 ve an 
Transition. Poetic, in two ‘dom ;an Poic an and an 
ent. 0] in fine cloth and, g 
ent on receipt of price, e author, 
tojni TELEO TON: Vineland, N. J. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 


BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, itis now known to be the work of 

. Burg, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at this office. 


LITHOGRAPHS 


CHARLES DARWIN 


Admirers of the Great m Lu dr ractically 
the father of Evolution, will now that 
we hav a fine lithograph Le b em Eos sale—size 
183¢x% inches on heavy Plate id orna Framed, the 
picture make a splendi omamen? for the 
parlors of Freethinkers. Price, 25 

dress THE TRUTH | SEEKER, 

Clinton PL, New York. 


Nabhath-Breakine. 


. By JOHN E. REMSBURG, 
Author of “False Claims," ‘Bible 
Morals,” Ete. 


The best and most thorough work ever written 


on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 


view. 


Large and Handsome Print. 
Sinere Corizs, e... 
Six Corizs, - - - 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
BY W. S. BELL. 


“Iam very much pleased with it, and I wish the 
seventy thousand ministers of this country were 
oblige " io purchase the pamphlet and read every 
word oi it. 


Price 15 cents. 
t£29 


25 cents. 
$1.00. 


For sale at this office. 


HISTORY 


OF THE 


INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 


Of Europe. 
By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LI.D. 
Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
i 88 Clinton Pl. New York city. 


Golden Throne, a Romance. 


dfreethinkers Almanac. , 


Ingersoll and Jesus. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 


S. P. Putnam's Works... 


The Problem of f the Universe, and 


Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 


can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts, 
“ A prose enic of the war, righ wit incident, 
and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day.”—John 
Swinton’s Paper. 

“The 


author certainl The divine crea- 

Spark is withi . Fhe bookigfilled with 

y thoughts “expressed in manly words— 

the tanari tof a manly mind. _ Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ "—INGERSOLL. $1. 


A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 


pag genius. 


shown there is much in harmony between | 


them. Price, 10 cts. 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauiy."—Dzs. Henny W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His. Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Dont He Lend a Hand, and 


other ostic Poems. _ Price, 10 cts. 
For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
88 Clinton Places New York. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


The History of Freethought. Bound 
in cloth and lettered. Price, $1.25. CONTENTS : 
Section I. Definition, of Freethou bt and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section What it 
Owes to Mohammedanism, Section I Free- 
thou ht Martyrs. and Confessors, Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Bixteenth, 
Beventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Nec- 

on V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


The American Secular Union; its 
Necessity, and the Justice of its Nine Demands. 


(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll.) 
32 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
. tiv. 2 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Christian Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh. , Con- 
tents : The Origin of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of the, New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies ; The Practical Value of Ohristian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Duties. Price, Tò cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are e published at the low Brice, of FIVE 
CENT: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the ihis Reliable? The Christian muri 
Moral pus of the Bible; Freethou 

Modern Progress ; ation i Philo its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; sophy of Secu- 
larigm ; Botence ang ible ta zonistic ; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. 

H e above works address THÉ TRUT H BEEK- 
4, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


KERSEY GRAVES’S WORKS. 


Sixteen Saviors or None. By Ker- 
sex GnavES, auther of the World's Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors; The Bible of Bibles, and 
Biography of Satan. Paper, 75 cents; cloth,$1. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing & description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thonsand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
delineation of the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of their doctrins. Price, $2. 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 35 cents. 


The World’s Sixteen Crucified Say- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 


Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 
origin of octrines, principles. precepta, 
an mirades of the Christian New Testament 
and furnishing a key for unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising a 
history of sixteen oriental ERAN Rods. 
dress pM KER, 
ing Ms Now F 


WHAT'S TO BE DONE? 
A NIHILISTIC ROMANCE. 


By N. G. TCHERNYCHEWSKY. With a portrait 
of the Author. Translated by BENJ. 
UCKER. 


Written in Prison. Suppressed by the Czar, The 
Author Over Twenty Years an Exile in Sibe- 
ria. Russian Édition worth $600 a Copy. 

First American Edition Exhauste 
in Four Days. Second now 
eady, An Elegant 
Volume of 380 
Pages. 


PRESS COMMENTS : 


To call the book the “Uncle Tom's Cabin” of 
Nihilism is scarcely extravagance. —Boston Adver- 


ET ‘ig perhaps the book which has most power- 
fully influenced the youth of Russia in their 
growth into Nihilism, and it is remarkable and 
noteworthy as a work which has played so impor- 
tant a part in the political and social history of 
the century.—Boston Courier. 

Asa revelation of folk life it is invaluable; we 
hav no other Russian pictures that compare with 
it.— Providence Star. 

The characters are 80 strongly and vividly drawn 
that the interest in their.fate becomes intense as 
the thread of the narrativ is slowly unwound.— 
Boston Saturday Evening Gazette. 


When we come to consider the publication of- 


such books as Flaubert’s **Salammbo ” and Teher- 
nychewsky's ‘“* What’s To Be Done?” we cannot 
avoid the conclusion that something must hav 
pened to the society for the suppression of 
appena literature.—St. Louis Republican. 


In cloth, $1; paper, 75 cents. 


TRUTH SEEKE 
Badran THE 33 Olinton jm New York. 


ht and: 


THE HUMBOLDT LIBRARY. 


Price 15 cents each number, unless otherwise marked. 


1. T Science for Leisure Hours. A series of 
miliar essays on astronomical and other 
payed phenomena, By Richard A. Proc- 
,F 
2, The Forms of Water in Clouds and Rivers, Ice 
. and Glaciers, 19:llustrations. By John Tyn- 
dall, F.R.S. 
8. Physics and Politics. An application of the 
principles of Natural Science to Politica] 
ociety. By Walter Bagehot, Author o. 
“The English Constitution.” 
4. Man’s Place in Nature. With numerous illus. 
trations. By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.8. 


5. Education, Intellectual, Moral, and Physical. . 


By Herbert Spencer. 
Charles Kingsley. 
7. Gare oret of Energy. With numerous Illus- 
irations. By Balfour Stewart, LL.D. 
8. Study of Lan o brought back to its Trua 
principles. arcel, 
9. The Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer. 

10. Theory of Sound in its Relation to Music. 
Numerous illustrations. By By Prof. Pietro 
Blaserna. 

11. } The Naturalist on the River Amazon. A rec- 

ord of 11 years’ travel. By Henry Walter 

19. Bates, F.L.8. Not sold separately. 

18. Mind and Body. The theories of their rela- 
tions. By Alexander Bain, LL.D. 

14. The Wonders of the Heavens. 82 illustrations. 

i By Semilo Flammarion. 

15. Longevity. The means of prolonging life after 
un dleage. By John Gardner M. S. 

16. Origin « of Species. By Thomas H. Huxley, 


17. Progress : Its Law and Cause. With other dis- 
quisitions, By Herbert Spencer. 


18. Lessons in ete 60 illustrations. By 
John Tyndall, F.R 
19. Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. By 


Richard A. Proctor. 
20. Romance of Astronomy. By R. Kalley Miller, 
21. The Physical Basia of Life, with other essays. 
By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S 
Sceing and Thinking. By William Kingdon 
Clifford, F.R.S 
23. Scientific Sophiams. A review of current 
theories conce:uing Atoms, Apes, and Men, 
By Samuel Wainwright, D.D. 
24. Po ular Scientific Lectures. Ilustrated. By 
rof, H. Helmhcltz. 


Oxford University. 
26. The Evolutionist at Large By Grant Allen. 
27. History of Landholding n England. By 
Joseph Fisher, F. 8. 


98. Fashion in Deformity, a: illustrated in the 
customs of Barbarous aud Civilized Races. 
Numerous illustrations. By William Henry 
Flower, F.R.S 


29. Facts and Fictions of Zoology. Numerous 
illustrations. By Andrew Wilson, Ph. D. 
30. ) Study of Words. By Richard Chenevix 
21. Trench. 
38. Hereditary Traits and other Essays. By Rich- 
ard A. Proctor. 
33. Vignettes from Nature. By Grant Allen. 
34. Philosophy of Style. By Herbert Spencer. 
35. Oriental. Religions. By John Caird, Pres. 
niv. Glasgow, and Others. 
36. Lectures on Evolution. Illustrated. By Prof. 
. Huxley. 
81. Sigl Lectures on Light. Illustrated. By John 


n Geological Sketches. By Archibald Geikie, 


40, The Evidence of Organic Evolution. By Geo. 
an Romanes, F.R.8. " 
41. Current Discussions in Science. By W. M. 
Williams, F. 
49. History of the Science of Politics. By Freder- 
ick Pollock. 


48. Darwin and Humboldt, By Professor Huxley, 
Professor Agassiz, and others, 
4.) Down of History. By ©. F. Keary, of the 
45.[ British Museum. 
46. Diseases of Memory. By Th. Ribot. Tran- 
slated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. 
[A Childhood of Religions. By Edward Clodd, 


48. Lifein Nature. Illustrated. By Jas. Hinton. 

49. The Sun: its Constitution; its Phonomena; 

its Condition. By Judgo Nathan T. Carr, 

Columbus, Ind. 

2 Money and the Mechanism of Exchange. By 

51 Prot. W. Stanley Jevons, F.R.S. 

52. Diseases of the Will. By Th. Ribot. Trans- 

lated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. 

53. Animal Automatism, and other Essays. By 
f. T. H. Huxley, F.R.S. 

DA. Birth an th ‘nd Growth of Myth. By Edward Clodd. 


By William Kingdon Clifford, F. 
e Illusions. By James Sully. 


58.) The Origin of Species. By Charles Darwin. 

59.) Two double numbers, 30 cents each. 

80. Childhood of the World. Dy Edward Clodd. 

61, Miscellaneous Essays. By Richard A, Proctor. 

62. Religions of the Ancient World. By Prof. Geo. 
Rawlinson, University of Oxford. Double 
number, 30 cents. 

63. PPE Dab Morality. | By Thomas Fowler, 

D president of Corpus Christi College, 
Oxfor 


64, Distribution of Animals and Plants. By A. 
Russel Wallace and W. T. Thiselton Dyer. 

65. Conditions of Mental Development; a and other 
Essays. By Wm. Kingdon C. 

66, Technical Education; and other Essays. Dy 
Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. 

67. The Black Death. An Account of the Great 
Pestilence of the Fourteenth Century- 

. Hecker. 

68. (Special muy number, 10 cents.) Three Essay. 

erbert Spencer. 

69. (Double Number: sheen: Fetichism : A Cop: 
tribution to Anthropology and the "History 
of Religion. By Fritz Schultze, Ph.D. Trans- 
lated from the German by J. Fitzgerat4 


A. 
70. Essays Speculativ and Practical. By Herber“ 


jpencer. 
7i. Anthropology. By Daniel , Wilson D D. 
With Appendix on Archeology. y E. B. 
Mn P 

72. The Dancing Mania or the Middle Ages. By 
J. F. C. Hecker, 

73. Eyolution i a x History, Language, and Science. 
Four dresses delivered at th’ London 
pour T DOSE School of Art, Science, and 
Literature. 

74. The Descent of Man; and selection in relation 
to Sex. By Charles Darwin. In & parts 
15 cents each. 


Add~-ss THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
88 Clinton Place, New H xk. - 


85. Origin of Nations. By Prof. Geo. Rawlinson, - 


55. Peles "Basis of Morals, and othor Essays. 


6. Town n Geology. vee Appendix or on Coral and : 
y 
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` Making the Episcopal Church Loyal. 
Religious Jotting in the Tribune. 


: The other day, in San Francisco, General | 
' Sherman told a little anecdote about an 


Episcopal clergyman that may be worth re- 


phis during the war, he issued an order that 
all the churches should open: on Sunday. 
“ The day after the-order was promulgated,” 
said the: general, ** I was waited upon at my 
headquarters by a clergy man, who announced 
himself as the Rev. Mr. ——, of the Epis- 
He was got upin 
the highest style of clerical garb, and his face 
wore the expression of a predetermined mar- 
tyr. I said: ‘Sit down; I am very glad to 
see you. What do you want? What can I| 
dofor you? He answered, ' General, I hav 
seen your order about opening the churches 
on Sunday, and I am a good deal embar- 
rassed to know how to obey it, or how to 
state my objection. I replied: ‘There is no 
embarrassmient in obeying an order, and as 
for objections, I don’t care to hear them. 
- You obey the order, and never mind your ob- 
jections.' He replied, ‘But, General, you 
are aware that since our unhappy civil war 
commenced the ritual of the Episcopal. 
church South has undergone a material 
change. ‘Has it? said I; ‘I hav not no- 
ticed it. He said, ‘We are now directed by 
our church to pray for the Hon. Jefferson 
Davis, president of the Confederate States, 
and, of course, I am ecclesiastically com- 
pelled to obey the directions of the church,’ 
and he looked at me with the expression of 
a martyr about to be taken to the stake and 
burnt alive.’ I regarded him for a moment, 
and then said: ‘Oh, never mind; pray for 
. Davis; pray for him just as hard as you can. 
He needs every prayer you can get off; but, 
my friend, I am dreadfully afraid praying 
won't do him any good; he has gone up.’ 
He looked euriously at me, and then said, 
* Will you require me to pray for Abraham 
Lincoln, president of the United States? *By 
no means, my dear fellow,’ said I. ' Let him 
alone. He don't need any prayers. Abra- 
ham Lincoln is just as sure of salvation as 
any man who has ever died, or ever will die.’ 
** Next Sunday morning it occurred to me 
I would go to this church of his and see how 
he got on. Services had just begun when I 
got in, but I took my seat where I could hav 
a good view of him and he of me. He saw 
me before I got half-way down the aisle. 
He went on with the service, and when he 
arrived at the point of conflict between the’ 
Episcopal church South and the order of: 
Sherman, with one eye on the prayer-book 
and the other eye on me, he prayed for ‘all 
in authority over. us,’ left out Davis, and let 
Lincoln alone. I had no more trouble with 
-the Episcopal church after that.” 


Paine Vindicate 


—0— 


A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Observer's slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 
both the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


Mottoes for Freethinkers. 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards, which we offer for sale. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the ** God-bless-our- 


home" placards which disfigure the walls of so | 


many houses. They are printed on heavy card- 
board, 9 inches by 221-2. The motto is in black, 


| with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 


gram of U. M. L. The following are the various 
readings : 
THE LIVING HAV A RIGHT TO CONTROL : 


errr errr eee tht rere ee ee Tere eee eee ssec ot 


THE TIME TO BE HAPPY IS NOW. 
AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY IS HERE, 


qeeecestsecsosssecttsoscsottacessocsosssodeoootooeco t, 


TOPPPPPPPPPM 


THE WORLD IS MY COUNTRY; 
TO DO GOOD MY, RELIGION. 


The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents, 

For Freethought societies there is a large card 
32 x 1b inches; printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading; containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism, Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Price, 30 
cents, ‘Any of these will be sent’ postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
. . 88 Clinton Pl., New York City. 


THE RISE OF 


INTELLECTOAL LIBERTY 


From Thales to Copernicus. 


By FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND, Author of “The 
Reign of the Stoics,” : 


“This is a book not only to be read once, but tc 
be kept and referred to, and pondered over fron. 
Tour to year. It is a guide-book of Liberalism 

hrough the past centuries prior to 1600, the era of 
Copernicus ahd Bruno, It does not take the place 
of other histories like Gibbon, Hallam, or Lecky, 
but it makes them intelligible by pointing out the 
white light that has been cast upon the lurid 
clouds of ignorance, superstition, and cruelty, 
from the little stream of Freethought that has 
fiowed in its ragged, broken, and obstructed course 
down through the ages which now liv only as our 
realm of Memory and Admonition.” 

Octavo, 458 pp. PRICE, $3.50. 


Address THE TRUHT SEEKER. 


ELEMENTS 


UNIVERSAL HISTORY 


. FOR 
HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS 
AND FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. 


By Prof. H. M. Cottinger, A.M. 


This book is just what the busy. world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of history from 2,000 
years B.C. on up to 1883, all in a nutshell, —El- 
mina Slenker. | . 

As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place ; in the family it would be no 
less important, as conveying information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan Wixon. | 

Mr. Cottinger’s intentions in writing this book 
are excellent, and his standpoint admirable. It 
may be commended as fulfilling its purpose of a 
concise and interesting historical text-book.— 


.| Milwaukee Sentinel, 
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The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. 


60pp. Price 10 cents; 12 copies, $1. 


A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD 


‘A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 

' dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 

(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 

pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


18pp. Price 5 cents; 25 for $1.00. 
For these #vo pamphlets address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
83 Clinton Pi., New York. 


ADAMI AND HEVA, 
BY 8. P. PUTMAM. 


. A poetic version of the Indian Story of the Gar- 

den of Eden, in which its superiority to the muti- 

lated copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. 
PRICE, 10 CENTS. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
38 Olinton Place, New York. 


Price, Cloth, $1.50. 
For Schools, in Quantities, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 
SUBJECTS : 


PLAIN HOME TALE AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
some 12mo volume of Donny 1,000. pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.95—in English or German 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. 


SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B. Foote. Five volumes, at$1 each, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2. ` 


SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. 
volume of “Sciencein Story.") 50 cents. 


HAND-BOOK of Heakh Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages. 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. 


SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam- 
phlets). By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, adyocating personal and public hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; “Health in the Sun- 
beam,” considering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and well, By mail, 10 cents each. 


HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). ‘The Law 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages, cloth 
pound, $2; “Heredity,” by. poring oody, 159 

ages, cloth, 75 cents; “The Law of Heredity,” by 
B"H’ Marsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 
Human Temperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
-E. B. Foote, 10 cents; “ Generation before Regen- 
eration,” by Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; ‘Ree 
ports of Conventions and Parlor M 
fastitute of Heredity; May 29, 168%" 10 cont 
Institute of Here ; May 39, cents. 

‘Address THE TRUTH SEE KER, 


eetings during 
d Annual Convention of the 


"The Darwins. 
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_FREETHOUGHT WORKS, | 
Published at Taz Trorn Szexer Office. 
Sepher Toldoth Jeshu; or, the Book 


of the Generation of Jesus. | First trans-. 
lation into English of a remarksble He- 
brew document, giving the original from: 
which the story of Jesus was made up. 
20 cents. : f 


Sixteen Saviors of None. By Kersey. 
Graves, author of the World's Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors; ‘The Bibles of Bibles, 
and Biography of Satan. Paper, 75 cents, 
cloth, $1. 


Six Lectures on Astronomy. By 
Pror. .2. A. Procror. 20 cents. 

Socialism: Reply to Prof. Roswell 
D. Hitchcock. The Professor’: 


sophistries fully exposed. Paper, 25 
cents; cloth, 50 cants. : 


Superstition ; The Religion of Believe 
or be Damned, an Open Letter to the St. 
John's School Board. By M. BanBocock. 
25 cents. : 


The Adventures of Elder Triptole- 
mus Tub. Containing startling 
and interesting disclosures about hell, its 
locality, magnitude, climate, 
ments, etc. By the Rev. Gro. RocoxRs 
15 cents. S : 


The Besant-Hatehard Debate. Af 


two-nights’ Debate between Mrs. ANNIE 
` Besant and Rev. A. Harcuarp on The 
Jesus of Nazareth a Historical Character. 
and the Influence of Christianity on the 
World. Held at the Hall of Science 
London, December, 1880. 25 cents. 


The Clergyman's Victims. A Rad- 
ical story vividly portraying the wrongs 
committed by the professed men of God. 
By Mrs. J. E. Barı. 25 cents. 


Fhe Contrast: Evangelicalism and 
Spiritualism Compared. By 
oses Hunn. Paper, 60 cents; cloth, $1. 
A domestic Radical 
story. By Mrs. Emma Drang, SLENKER, 
author of John's Way, Studying the Bible, 
and numerous essays. 257 pp. Paper, 
50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. — 


The Ghost of St. Johns 


Cock. 25 cents. ; 


The New Dispensation; or, The Hear- 
only Kingdom. By D W. Hui. Price, 
25 cents. 


The Question Settled. A Carefo 


Comparison of Biblical Modern Spiritual. 
ism. By Moses Hurr. Cloth, $1. 


The Roaring Lion on the Track. By 
M. BascocK. Price, 15 cents. 


The Philosophy of Spiritualism, and 
the Philosophy and Treatment of Medio- 
mania. By FaEpEnro, R. Marvin, M.D. 
Cloth, 50 cents. 


A Business Man’s Social and Relig- 
ious Views. Bold and trenchant: 
blows against theology and inhumanity 
Price, $1. 


Alamontada, the Galley-Slave. Trans- 
lated from the German of Zschokke by 
Tra G.. Mosuzs, LL.B. A deeply philo- 
sophical narrativ, intensely interesting. 
Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents. 


Beyond the Veil. Claimed to be dic 
tated by the Spirit of Paschal Beverly 
Randolph, aided by Emanuel Sweden- 
borg, through the mediumship of Mrs 
‘Frances H. McDovcarn and Mrs, Luna 
Hvurcumson, with a steel engraving of 
Randolph. Price, $1.50. 


Career of Religious Ideas; Their Ul- 
timate the Religion of Science. By Hub- 
son TorrLE, Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 
‘cents. 


Ecce Diabolus; or, The Worship of 
Yahveh or Jehovah Shown to be 
the Worship: of the Devil, witn observa- 
tions on the horrible and cruel ordinance 
of Devil Worship, to wit, Bloody Sacri- 
fices and Burnt Offerings. By the Very 
Rev. Evan Davies (Myfyr Morganwg), D. 
D., LL.D., Arch-Druid of Greut Britain. 
Translated from the Welsh by Morton, B. 
C. Price, 25 cents. 


Eight Scientific Tracts. 20 cents. 


Gottlieb: His Life. A Romance of 
Earth, Heaven, and Hell Beautifully 
written. By S. P. PuxNaw. :25 cents. 


Hereafter. A Scientific, Phenomenal, 
and Biblical Demonstration of a Future 
Life. By D. W. Huri. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. . 


issues of the Age. Consequences In- 
volved in Miom Thought. A work 
showing much study and great familiar- 
ity with other writers and thinkers. By 
Henry C. Pepper. Price, $1.. 7 


Jesus Christ. His life, miracles, teach- 
ings, and imperfections. By W. S. BELL. 
` 25 cents. 2 . 
John’s Way. A pleasing domestic 
Radical story. By Mes. E. D. 
15 cents. 


By M. Bas- 


employ- |. 


- D. M. BENNETT'S WORKS. 
ADDRESS THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE. 


A Truth Seeker Around the World. 

. Four large volumes. With a steel-plate 
"éngraving of the author in Vol I., and 
each volume illustrated with forty-seven 
cuts. Handsomely bound in red cloth, 
$6.50; in leather, red edges, $9.50; in mo- 
rocco, gilt edges, $10.50. 


‘The World’s Sages, Thinkers, and 


Reformers. 1,075 pages, 8vo. Cloth, 
io leather, $4.00; morocco, gilt edges, 


The Champions of the Church; Their 
Crimes and Persecutions.  8vo. 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00: leather, $4.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. - 


The Gods and Réligions of Ancient 
_ and Modern Times. Two Volumes. 
Written in prison. In cloth, $3.00 per 
volume, or $5.00 for the two volumes: in 


leather, $7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, 
$8.00. Mo: . 


From Behind the Bars. A series of | 
letters written in prison. Over 700 pages 
. Price $1.50. 


A Truth Seeker in Eürope. . A. series 

of letters written during a visit of ten 

. weeks in Europe. Giving some account 

of the International Freethinkers’ Con- 

gress held at Brussels, to which Mr. Ben.. 

nett was delegate, followed by a de- 

. Seription. of what he saw im England. 

France, Holland, and Italy. The letters 

. from Home alone nre worth the price 

of the book. With n steel-plate portrail 
of the author. 850 pages. $1.50. 


The Semitic Gods and the Bible.. 
Treating upon the gods of the Semitie 
nations, inoinding Al ah, Jehovah, Satan, 

: ; the Holy Ghost, Jesus Christ, the Virgin 
Mary, and the Bible. To the latter 230 
pages are devoted, showing that book to 
be a very inferior production for a first- 
class God. 333 large pages. Paper cov- : 
ers, 60 cents; clotn, $1. 2 


Judaism, Christianity, and Moham 
. medanism examined historically 
and critically. It is thought to be the ` 
most damaging exhibit of Christianity 
that has appeared. 600 large pages. 
Price, $1.50. : 


Thirty Discussions, Bible Stories, 


Essays, and Lectures. 700 pages. 
"Paper covers, 75 cents; cloth, $1. 


The Humphrey-Bennett Discussion. 

: À debate on Ohristianity and Infidelity, 
between D. M. BENNETT and Rev. G. H.. 
Humpurey. This book has had a very 
large sale, and is a splendid work for 
Freethinkers to loan to Christian neigh- 


‘bors, ^550 pages. "Price. $1. 
Bennett-Teed Discussion. Between 


D. M. Bennet and Cyrus Rowvurus R. 
''Exp. Jesus the Lord God Creator of 
Heaven and Earth. Paper,*30 cents; 
cloth, 50 cents, 


What Objections to Christianity? 
A discussion between D. M. BENNETT and 
Q. M. Mars, divided into the following 
theses: 1. Christianity is neither new nor 
original, being borrowed or copied from 
much older systems of religion. 

2. Miracles and supernatural achieve- 
ments hav been as fully and truly ascribed 
to other teachers and founders of religion 
as to Jesus. 

3. The story of Jesus and his mission 
in the world is unhistorical; it is not cor- 
roborated by.contemporaneous history. 

Bennert affirms; Mam denies. This is 
an exhaustiv discussion. Price, $1.50. 


Trial of D. M. Bennett in the United 
States Circuit Court upon the charge of 
depositing prohibited matter in the mail. 
This givs a full history of this celebrated 
ease, and shows what monstrous injustice 
was perpetrated upon Mr. Bennerr. . 
Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents. 


An Open Letter to Jesus Christ. 


5 cents. 


L:terrogatories to Jehovah. Being 
8,000 questions propounded to his Jewish 
Godship upon a great variety of subjects. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Deacon Skidmore’s Letters. First - 
Deacon of Zion Hill Baptist Church, giv- 
ing many church incidents and his evolu- 

_tion from Christianity to Liberalism, Pa- 
.per, 50 cents; eloth, 75 cents. : 


The Book of Chronicles of the Pil- 


grims in the Land of Yahweh: 
also the Epistle of Bennett the Apostle to 
' the Truth Seekers. Cloth, $1.00 


Lhe. First Epistle of Bennett the 


Apostle to the Truth Seekers 
10 cents. 

The Great Religions of the World. 
10 cents. i 
Open Letter to Samuel Colgate. 

10 cents. ` . 
Jesus Christ. Considered as an Infi- 
del. 10 cents. 


An Hour with the Devil. 10 cents. 
Sinful Saints and Sensnal Shephords. 
eon : 


| Ingersolls i 


The Gods. Paper, 50 
In_five lectures, comprisi 
* Humboldt,” “ Thomas: Pr 
ity,” and ** Hereties and B 


he Ghosts. Paper, 50 
Contents: * The Ghosts,” . ` 

" Woman, and. Child,” ehe 
dependence,” ‘About Fe 
‘The Grant Banquet,” ** 
Clark,” “The Past Rises 
Dream,” and ** A Tribute t, 


-< Nome Mistakes of Mos 
cloth, $1.25. erie es 
Interviews on Talmag 
plain cloth, $1.95. g 


What Must We Do to. 

~ .per, 25 cenfs. pa ge 3 
The Christian. Relig 

Ingersoll, Judge Jeremia. 
George F. Fisher, Paper, 
Orthodoxy. 56 page 
ie centa, $1.00 per doz, po 

rge, clear | 

] cou d be Gelvored in INT 


. This makes: a d i 
Liberala should scatter it i 


; Ingersoll Cateehised:;. 
a Number of Vital Quest: ` 
me editor ot the San Fro 

nts per dozen; 95 i. 
Millions of these Should b 


Vindication of Thon 


the attacks of the New Y: 
, ert G. Ingersoll, . Prico, d 


Address on the. Civi 


Large size octavo, paper; 


* Ingersoll’s Lectures ! 

. ound in one volume, 'I 
for Mr, Ingersoll's works, 1 

all his lectures, except the 
doxy,” bound in one beau 

calf, library style, and c 
pages, which is sold at : 

price of $5. Sent by mail; 


Tributes. There ha: 

' applications for Mr. Ing: 

d is Brother," “The Vision 
Ranquet Toast,” and the 
“Little Harry Miller's Gi 
heen printed on heavy ton 
minated border, and in lar 
ble for framing, and the fc 
to any address, for 50cts, 01 


Prose Poems and Sel 

new book is a gem. Itis 

spect. In fact, one of tl 

_best ever issued. It cont 

ebrated ** Decoration Day 

` fore published, and all the 

heretofore printed in vari: 

brought together till nov_ 

selected from the speechés, à 5 pa 

ures, letters, table-talks, ‘and day-to-day con- | and interestin 

versations of the author, "The work is designed i 

for and will be accepted byadmiring friends as 

a rare personal souvenir, ig help 1% serve this 

A JUTROS, 2 fine steel portrait, with auto raph oan 

1 » has been prepared especially for it. , 

"Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges gilt back A STUDY 

and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- a?) 


-- gant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- F. " we 
cll Blot bone oni and danh, sa" ^ | PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY 
The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and This book treats of the natural évolution of the 


Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to nis, reats of the natur b 
s i E * 2 vO | Christian religion, its historical antecedents 

: lifo, price, $1.50 each, Every admirer of these | Palestinian Judaism and Roman Pa; anism; in- 
. apusiies of Religious Liberty should hav them. | vestigates the history of the founder of Christian- 


: Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. | i5» inthe light of the latest scientific criticism of 
Superb ? otographs, 22x28, $5; panel, 10x17,- the New Testament; shows that the true story of 
o 


a the Man Jesus, and his genuin teachings are 
$3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents; card, 20 cts. ble from later l dar i 
Adds T TRUTH EIE separable from the later legendary accretions 


which hav confounded him with the mythical 
PRACTICAL. EXPERIENCE 


Christ,and traces the natural development o 
- . WITH POULTRY. 


Christian dogma and ecclesiastical institutions. 
BY GEO. M. DAVENPORT. 


gly written. : 
Price, $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., ` 
: 83 Clinton Place, New York. 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


—— 


Price. $1.00. For sale at this ofice. 


‘FREETHOUGHT NOVEL. 


The Heathens of the Heath. A finel 
written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonne. 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day o: 

. Rest, etc. 600 pages. "Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 


Family Creeds. By William McDon- 
nell, author of “Exeter Hall." “Price, cloth. 
$1.95; paper, 75 cents. 


Exeter Hall. “One of the most excit- 


ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to | 
George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404 pages. $1.25. 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story. From the London edition, By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 

cents. 


All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
Miss Susan H. Wixon, “The great charm of, 
this novel is its absolute fidelity tonature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 

mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 

and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 
ect to find, in such a marked degreg, even 
rom sọ gifted a pen as that of, Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethoughtranks.” Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


-TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason 
BY ROBERT OC. ADAMS. 


Complete references and full index. 80pp. 8vo, 
cloth, gilt top. Price $1.50. 
Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER Office. 


A SKETCH OF THE LIFE 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA, 


OR THE 
First Ten Decades of Our Era. 


This work contains all that can be learned from 
a two-dollar book. Sold at the low price of 25 
cents. Young girls are wanted in every country 
town to sell it. Liberal discount to the trade. 
Price, 25 cents per copy. 


Address GEO. M. DAVENPORT, 
TRUTH SEEKER Office, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


"Bible Fabrications Refuted 
; and ‘ 
. The Errors of the Bible Exposed. 
BY 0. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


BY 
DANIEL M. TREDWELL. 
Designed to show upon the authority of History 


that Apolionius of Tyana performed miracles an 
| spoke wise sayings equal to those attributed to 
egus Christ. 350pp., octavo, best style. Price $2.50. 


Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER office. 
MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


08, 
The Forgery of the Old Testament 
Dedicated to the clergy 


ders. 


; BY 3 
a ea RA ee -H. J. SEIGNEURET, Cloth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office 
> Secularist. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


he Story Hour. For Children and 
- Youth. By Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
stition. ‘The Only Ilustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children's Story-Book everissued. 66 full-page 


` Price, 2 = = > 10 cents. 
Addross THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


SACRED MYSTERIES 


The ile Analyzed 


John R. Kelso, A.M. 
CONTENTS: 

The Old Testament.--The New Testament.—The 
Oreation.—The Deluge.—The Exodus.—The Mira- 
cles cf the Bible.—The Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Bible.—The 
Heaven. and Hel of the Bible.—The Sabbath: of 
the Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 

ayior. 


Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 
e Young Folks. By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for yomg masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 


ORIGIN OF TRE BIBLICAL MYTH 
By AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON. 
Dlustrated - - - Price, $2.50. 

For Sale at this office. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


Showin 


Crown arti pp. Splendidly executed Sent oR, second has been issued at a reduced price of 
by mail, post paid. Price, $3.00. $1.95, free of postage. This new edition has a 
Men or Business Woo Dip Someruine BESIDES photograph of the author which adds very 

MAKING Money. inch to the value of the volume. 


REPLY 
TO REV. L. A. LAMBERT'S 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL” 
By B. W. Lacy. 


: . o 
A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 
BY JAMES PARTON. 


This book contains 400 pages, piel printed, 
treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 
helped the world; together with eight portraits. 


The Youth’s Liberal Guide. By 

- Prof. H. M. Eottinger, A.M. Price; $1.00. This 

volume aims at the education of youth in the 

rinciples of Freethought, at the same time 

“Thiet it fnenlontoo moral duties aud Aai 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason an 

» adress THE TRUTH 


Address 


Winerretires vy wos 
for his ** Private Co givin: 
tion. Address Dr. R. P. Fellows 
and say where you saw this adver 


N. B.—Dr. Fellows begs leave to say that he ir 
an infidel of the most pronounced character. Bro. 
Liberals, your patronage 18 solicited. i 


*SHOPPEL'S MODERN HOUSES” No. 3. 
(Just Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 
A: colored frontispiece showing the modern style 


of painti 
A cardboar 


So ee and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heavy 
Mayas and tne Quiches 11,500 toned paper, broad margins, illuminated always opposed it. 
` Years Ago, covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1.25. 


. RAL LEAGUE No. 257 - 
| Industrial Hall, Broad and 
| 7:80 2.3. for lectures and 
igious and social questions. 
the audience. N.B.—Truth 
vays on hand at cheap rates. 


» A.D. 1590. B 
oF 


an accumulation of debts, I 
r notice all my elegant stock 


SALE COST. 


iamond ear-drops $200, worth 
25, worth *$ another pair, 
elegant brooch; arabesqne 
40, worth $225; another, line 
8, $220; worth $395; another. 
33200: same, $80, worth $1.95 
e reductions. Smaller dia- 
t below lowest market price. 
y. embossed case watch set 
135, worth $200; lady’s watch 
$125; $100 watches, $70; $80 
iches; $50; solid gold chains, 
and jewelry, 25 per cent dis- 
D., subject to inspection, or 
satisfactory, E 
ND SAVE MONEY. 
WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ill. 


| FELLOWS 


} 


isa regularly educat- 
ed and legally quali- . 
fied physician, and 
the mòst successful 
as his practice will 
prove; He has for 
enty years treated 
exclusivly all discases 
of the Sexual Organs 
in the cures of which 
he stands preeminent 
SPERMATORRHGsA 
and IMPOTENCY 
as the result of self- 
abuse in youth and 
sexual excesses in ma- 
turer years, causing 
night emissions by 
dreams, loss of sexual 
power, renderin 
nd unhappy, otc., are cure 
iputside app cation in sixty 
ir MEDICIN USED, Itis one 
ible discoveries, which is en- 
he medical profession. It is 
b up, such as a pad, belt, pasg- 
i but simply a medi- 
rts affected, 


Vineland, N. J. 
lisment. 


Bg. 
d supplement, ingeniously drawn and . 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
for putting them together. 

While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. itis, in fact, a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, so exact that it is useful to 


55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000). 
2 New Designs for Barns, 
1 New Design for a Chapel. 


yi . 
Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 
(by Maria Parloa) an ect 
An Article on Villa Park Associations. 
SENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE; $1. 


a perfect Cistern. 


dress 


THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN AS5Q'N. 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 


Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish thatthe friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


THE MODERN BALAAM. 


f the Balaam of modern times to be the 
priests. Itisa splendid pictorial argument. Price 
uer dozen30 rantre; par hundred, $1.50 


CHRISTIANITY 


A REWARD FOR CRIME. 
Substantiated' by the Bible. 


g BY l 
O. B. WHITFORD, M. D. 
Price, 16 Cents, | Per Dozen, $1390: 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


83 Clinton Place, New York. 


; ae aa 
ical missta : oe 2A - H H = IE IRA EAE a aR EE, AEE MAIER? RE EMS 
ical misstatement Price, $1.25. THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 


Pric. , Cloth. $1; Paper, 50 Cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, Price, 25 cer ta, 


Address l THE TRUTH SE 10 cents, 


EKER. 
83 Olinton Place, New York. 


The Apostle of Liberty. An addréss 
delivered in Paine Hall, be 
thinkers’ Convention, J 


ore the N. E. Fre 
anuary 29,1884. Pric 


jured 1,000. 


- ranny of the ‘police. 


t 


^ will shortly open his sixi tl 


` where $150, 000 bad f 
. raised toward the sum; 


Mz. Wainnaws; forni 
Brooklyn court-house, pa 
certain supervisors of t 
compelled ‘him to:add f 
' the bills he- presented; a. 
divide the extra money, al. 


TRR 


EARTHQUAXÉS in: Italy E 
and Greece hav destroyed * 
six towns, killed 600.per-* 
sons, and seriously in- 


"tI 


Furry thousand: Becta 
ists attended a: “recent 
meeting in London: to |. 
protest against the tyr- E 


- Tae English govern: li 
ment in Burmah :is.forc- 5 
ing the nativa to. adopt ! : 
English laws, customs; ; 
language, and religión. . .i 


, Ar Newport, R. L, on | 
Aug. 28th, each police- 
man was provided in the ; 
morping with a warrant, ; 


and sixty-four , arrests | 


vig durus M 00 


needed for suitable pale) 


- ings. ^ i 


Mr. BLAINE has terena 


the Republican campaign ! 


by a speech in Maine, in|: 
which he says he hàs d : 


new nostrums to offer for 


the cure of labortroubles, |- 
but ‘is a firm believeri — oe 


the efficacy of the protectiv tariff. 


- Ar the late English Methodist conference. 
members stated that * there is in the breasts. 


of the young people a suspicion that Method- 
ism is played out and incapable of adapting 
itself to a stirring, democratic age." 


Tue Belfast districts in Ireland are overrun. 


with hoodlums who ‘hav lived on rioting. so 
long that ‘they are anxious to continue that 


idle life. Bailiffs when attempting evictions 
hav been met with boiling water and hot: 


- lime. 


` 


Burerasgs. in OE TE are e despoiling 
churches of their valuable ornaments; Per- 
haps the depredators are merely disguised 
taxpayers of the vicinity, endeavoring to re- 
cover by force that which was taken by 
force. : . 


TWELVE assemblies of the Knights of 
Labor met in Chattanooga on Aug. 28th and 
nominated candidates for the state Senate 
&nd state legislature, and three aldermen for 
the city. This is the first action of the kind 
taken by the order in the South since its 
organization. 

Henry GEzoRGE, having been offered the 
nomination for mayor of this city by. the 
labor organizations, has required as a con- 
dition of his acceptance the signatures of 
80,000 voters to promises to support him. 
Papers for such signatures are being vigor- 
ously circulated. | 

For some time reports hav foreshadowed a 
rupture between France and the holy see and 
the recall of the French ambassador to the 
Vatican. Radicals hav urged the French 
government to break finally with the pope; 
but this has not been done, and peace is being 
concluded. 

German Sociaists recently held memorial 
services commemorating the labors of Ferdi- 
nand Lassalle, Karl Marx, and other deceased 
leaders, applauded the martyrs in European 
and American prisons, and, though totally 


disapproving of the Anarchist deeds in Chi- 
cago, nevertheless extended sympathy i to 


those *' misguided fellow-men." 


Rumors giv the details of a plot within the | 


Knights of Labor tojassassinate Mr. Pow- 
derly. It is asserted that three years ago the 
Home Club, a New York wing that was op- 
posed to him, hired two New York thugs to 
take his life. These men went to the Fulton 
Ferry one night and waited for Mr. Pow- 
derly. He was to hav addressed a Brooklyn 
meeting that night,-but, for some unex- 
plained cause, was delayed. This saved his 
life, j 


E 


v 


M ~ OF: THE "s Dee ae 


LERAAR 
NEW “YORK STATE: 


FRERTHINKERS' Sicca iE 


TO BE HELD AT 


White Sulphur Springs Park, Saratoga 
Co., New York. 


From Thursday, Sept. 2d, to Sunday, Sept. 12th, 1886. 


Reduction on all railroad routes. Special excursion rates to Saratoga 
from all points. ` ; 


The best Liberal speakers will be in attendance. 
list so far as they hav accepted: John Peck—subject, “ The Gods on Exhibi- 
tion ;” Lucy N. Colman—subjects, “ Reminiscences in the Life of a Reformer,” 
and “ Woman's Duty To-day in the World's Work;" W. S. Bell—subject, 
* Conflict Between Christianity and Civilization ;” Mrs. F. C. Reynolds—sub- 
ject, * Woman: Past, Present, and Future;" J. L. Andrew— subject, “Modern 
Infidelity ;’ Miss Susan H. Wixon. 


Splendid facilities are afforded for ong bathing, fishing, driving ; 
‘magnificent scenery. The. best dancing pavilion in the state. Fine band. 
"Everything necessary to an enjoyable occasion. All the advantages of a visit 


to Saratoga will be afforded visitors, thus combining the attractions of that 
popular watering-place with those of the. convention. 


Season tickets, admitting the bearer to all lectures, $1.00. First-class 
board, $1.00 per day. (It will greatly facilitate matters if orders for season 
tickets with remittance accompany applications for rooms.) Applications for 
tickets and: rooms should be addressed to C. B. Reynolds, 33 Clinton Place, 
New York. Contributions, necessary to defray isl expenses, may be 


sent to the treasurer, E. M. Macdonald. l 2 


Thoma Paine. . The Apostle of Re- [mage Breaker. 

i ious and Political Liberty. - Tells the dog 
the Author-Hero's life, delineates the lea 

ing traitg of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicate his aame Trom wh e perdon oat upon 
T oice extracts from “Co on Sense,” 
e American Crisis," “Rights of Man,» and “Age 
of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America ı many of ' them 
written expressly for this wor. 


Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. 


Bible Inquirer. 
vestigation, Revised Editio, This pam) 


160 es, printed on fine tinte Ledi: . with numerous references. and -cigations, tha 
E bound d; nd containing a te paper, N are contradicted in terms by the same number 
steel Torirait of Paine. . Price, paper, han oant: ; of other propositions in the same book, Price 


85 cenis, 


y 75 cents, 


The following is the. 


Six Lectures: . De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver §gefferson. an Unpeligver: 
ac 
Scents; bound, paper, 35 cents; per; doz. 40 ota, | 


À Key to Bible In- 


hlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions. 


d. 1a pe «if Christianity 
and. d ineno are in hell -to- 
ngérsoll - is. ‘making .no wild 


3 positiv. opposition to these 
beliefs which a large part of . 
3 Christendom still claim to 
3 be essential to salvation, 
} Logically : and ‘mercilessly 
* interpretéd, ` „these 


WixDERING. cibos do not, 
as a rule; consider it wrong 
o. rob outside, the circle of 
their clan. Their God is 
therefore | a... robber like 
themaelva. If ‘they settle 
‘a fertil country, pass into 
the agricultifàlstate, build 
towns, and become powerful ` 
citizens; with" property. of 
their own, ‘théy’change their 
views: respecting theft, and 


ent-gods are. ; preserved in 
"writings which are accepted 
as revelation by:the people 
of. a. latét and a better age, 
E Then. may “be observed the. ; 
8 curious, and: by no mezns 
F pleasing, ‘spectacle of a peo- 


: their god performed actions 
$ which: would ‘be punished 
j with. the gallows if they . 
# were done-by men.—Reade’a 
B Martyrdom af Man, . 
E lr. ‘isa gertleman’s busi- 
ness. to, cultivate his mind 
with Knowledge, with gen- 
erous dispositions, with all 


:| worthy. oe befitting his condition 


and qualifying him for honorable action ; so that 
hə: may excel; and beár himself above the vulgar 
level, no lesg in real inward worth than in exterior 


"| garb; that he be nota gentleman merely in name 


or show.—Isaae Bari. 


In the Pentateuch wé hav a book, presented to. . 
us by a barbarous and ignorant people; written in 


"nage when they were still more barbarous, and, 


in all probability long after the facts which it re- 
lates, [The investigations of Bishop Colenso, Rob- 
ertson Smith, and. many otherB;havnrned what 
then was looked on as “ probability” into moral cer- 
tainty, and none now but the laggards and dastards 
of am effete theology would dare to say that the 
Pentateuch ig the work of Moses] corroborated by 
no concurring testimony, and resembling those 
fabulous accounts which every nation givs of its 
origin. Upon reading this book we find it full of 
miracles and prodigies. It givs an account of the 
state of the world and of human nature entirely 
different from the present; of our fall from that 
state; of the age of man extended to near a thou- 
sand years; of the destruction of the world bya 
deluge; of the arbitrary choice of one people as 
the favorits of heaven, and that people the coun- 
trymen of the author; of their deliverance from 
bondage by prodigies the most astonishing im- 
aginable. I desire anyone to lay his hand npon 
his heart, and, after a serious consideration, de- 
clare whether he thinks that the falsehood of such 
a book, supported by such testimony, would be 
more extraordinary and miraculous than all the 
miracles it relates, which is, however, necessary 
to make it be received according to the measure 
of probability that I hav just established.—Hume’s 
Essay on Miracles. x 


Ir we were only required to accept the authority 
of the Jews for the belief that they sprung. from 
Abraham, were captivs in Egypt, received a com- 
plete code of laws and systems of theocratic polity 
from Moses, conquered Canaan, and committed 
manifold „follies, frauds, and cruelties in their 
national career, we might accede to the demand 
without much recalcitration. But we are called 
on to admit something very different from this, 
We are required to believe that Jehovah, the 
ruler of all worlds, the pure, spiritual, supreme, 
ineffable creator of the universe, our father who 
is in heaven, selected one favored people from the 
rest of his children; sanctioned fraud; com- 
manded cruelty; contended, and for a while in 
vain, with the magi of other gods; wrestled 
bodily with one patriarch; ate cakes and veal with 
another; sympathized with and shared in human 
passions; and manifested “ scarcely one untainted 
moral excellence," and we are required to do this 
painful violence to our feelings and our under- 
standings, simply because these coarse conceptions 
prevailed some thousand years ago among & peo- 
ple whose history, as written by themselvs, is cer- 
tainly not of a nature to inspire us with any ex- 
traordinary confidence in their virtue or their in- 
tellect.—Greg's Creed of Christendom. p A 


Ovr greatest glory is not in never falling, but 
in rising every time we fall.—Con/ucius. 
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lotes and Clippings. 


Henry Georcse will probably run for 
mayor of New York. If the workingmen 
vote as they hoot, he will be elected. Any 
way, he isa dangerous opponent of the candi- 
dates of the old parties. 


Hearuenism clearly defined: Sunday- 
School Superintendent: ‘‘ Now, children, tell 
me what heathens are?” Small Boy (who has 
been reading about the Belfast riots): 
“ Heathens is folks what don't fight over 
religion.” —Omaha Wo là. 


One is shocked by the tragedy of the 
Charleston earthquake. Yet the ravage of 
life in this city alone every week of the year, 
through the dry rot of our false social system, 
is a hundredfold greater than. that by the 
quakes of the past week in Charleston.— 
John Swinton. . 


Dexrer Brown, a Doy preacher of the 
Methodist church, noted for his eloquence 
and power as a revivalist, committed suicide 
at his home in Oneonta, N. Y., on Tuesday 
morning. This is an unfortunate occurrence, 
since there is apparently no way in which it 
can be turned to bolster up the religious 
theory that only Infidels commit suicide. 


Tur Rev. Mr. Kittredge, of Chicago, 
preached his first sermon from his new pul- 
pit in this city last Sunday. He comforted 
his congregation with the assurance that there 
was never before so little skepticism as now. 
In the course of his remarks he also said that 
our moral average was not so high as it has 
been. He did not discuss the two proposi- 
tions in connection with each other. 


A visparon from Shanghai, China, says: 
t‘ Advices from Ching-Too-Foo, chief city of 
the province of Ssuchnan, say that the nativs 
of the eastern part of that province and those 
of Northern Cochin China, hav risen against 
the Christians, and are massacring them and 
destroying their property. This activ perse- 
cution is attributed to the imprudence of the 
English and American missionaries." 


Tux following from the Investigator will be 
gratifying to others besides the patrons of 
that paper: ''It givs us great pleasure to 
state, and we are sure our readers will be 
very glad to learn the fact, that Mr. Mendum 
is recovering his former health, though he is 
not able as yet to come to the office. He has 
had & very severe and dangerous illness, but 
thanks to the kind care of his family and a 
Bkilful doctor, together with his own patience 
and resolution, he has been saved to the Zn- 
vestigator and to the Liberal cause for many 
years, we hope, in the future.” 


Remy SIDELINGER, the owner of the Boston 
Knight, besides performing the duties of edi- 
tor of his paper, pursues the ancient and 
honorable vocation of barber at his barber- 
shop in Boston. But his editorial services to 
labor hav offended his wealthy customers, 
without attracting others. He now issues, 
through his paper, the following appeal in 
favor of his barber-shop. ‘ Brother Knights, 
I wish to say a few words to you about my 
own affairs. Iam not making a cent out of 
my paper, and, since working in the cause of 
labor, I hav lost as customers from my bar- 
ber-shop, where I do make my living, all rich 
customers who are opposed to organized 
Jabor. The result is, that unless friends of 
labor come to my support by giving me their 


trade in the barbering line, I will hav to go 
to the wal. Will you do it?—Rxw. 8. 
SiwweLinegR, barber, 20} Leverett street.” 
Mr. Sidelinger is a Freethinker, and a long- 
time reader of Tur Trura Sxexer. He 
merits patronage and encouragement. 


Tae Key East, N. J., Summer School of 
Philosophy is discussing the labor question. 
The latest speaker solves the question thus: 
** God declared that man should eat his bread 
from the sweat of his brow. In the law as 
given at Sinai the commandment was, ‘ Six 
days shalt thou labor.’ The work is to be as 
constant as is the demand for food and rai- 
ment. This law takes precedence of all 
others in relation to our material life. The 
clergy are the heaven-ordained teachers of the 
people. It is in the power of the clergy of 
New York city to set in motion during the 
coming winter a movement that will quickly 
solve the difficulty.” 


Tue Central Labor Union, in promulgating 
a call to the workingmen to join in the labor 
parade of Sept. 6th, says: **Show that you 
are with us in our efforts to place man in the 
position his creator and nature intended he 
should occupy." For the benefit of the 
Central Labor Union the following outline of 
the ‘‘creator’s” intention with regard to 
man’s position may be given. It is found in 
the early part of Genesis, and read: 
‘Cursed is the ground for thy sake: in sor- 
row shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy 
life: thorns and thistles shall it bring forth to 
thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field. 
In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread 
till thou return unto the ground.” That is 
very much like the present condition of the 
majority of men. 


Camp-MEETING season is in full blast now, 
and this story, fresh from a meeting up in the 
mountains, is in order: A very eloquent ex- 
horter was holding forth on the sin of neg- 
lecting religion. '' What is it, my brethren 
and sisters, he said, ‘‘ that you neglect when 
you neglect religion? Why, it’s the salvation 
of yoursouls. You think murder is a great 
sin? Well, so itis. You think stealing is a 
great sin? So it is, sure enough. You think 
bearing false witness is a great sin? So it is. 
But I tell you, my brethren and sisters, if 
you neglect religion that is the greatest sin of 
of all. Seek ye first the kingdom of God, 
and all these things shall be added unto you!” 
And a shout of ‘‘ Hallelujah!" rose from the 
congregation.— Boston Record. 

Tax people of the island of St. Kilda are 
great Sabbatarians. A correspondent of a 
Glasgow paper writes that he was refused 
more than a cupful of water for his Sunday 
morning ablutions, on the ground that the 
Free Church minister declared it to be a vio- 
lation of the Fourth Commandment to draw 
water on Sunday. The islanders fill in the 
day with long sessions of public worship. 
There is a sermon of two hours’ length in the 
morning, followed by a short interval for 
refreshments. A bell then rings up the con- 
gregation for a two hours’ sermon in the 
afternoon. From the church the St. Kildians 
proceed to the Sunday-school, and are then 
allowed another short interval for tea. In 
the evening there is another religious service, 
at which the spinsters and bachelors each re- 
peat a psalm. If through the severity of 
these religious exercises any St. Kildian goes 
to sleep, the minister takes him to task by 
name, thus: “Lachlan, waken your wife; 
she won't nod much in hell, I think." 
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Communications. 


Evolution and Special Creation. 
III.— CONCLUSION. 
n PSYOHICAL POWERS. 

This is the great stronghold of the opponents of 
evolution. They maintain that, whatever may hav 
taken place with regard to physical powers and 
bodily organs, it is clear that the higher intellectual 
faculties of man could not so hav originated; that 
those, at least, must be the result of a special crea- 

_ tion, and must hav been called into existence when 
human beings first appeared upon the stage of life by 
some supernatural power. Such persons further 
urge that, even if it could be shown beyond doubt 
that the marvelously constructed body of man, with 
its beautifully adjusted parts of bone and muscle, 
nerve and brain, skin and mucous membrane, had its 

. Origin in evolution, yet no light whatever would 

` be thrown upon the source of the wondrous powers 
of judgment and memory, understanding and will, 
perception and conception. This argument, no 
doubt, to some at first appears specious, but the 
question is, Is it sound? The assumption seems to 
be that we meet with these powers now for the first 
time, and that, therefore, it is here that a special 
creation must be called in to account for their origin, 
their character being so different from anything that 
has previously crossed our path in this investigation. 
But assuredly this is not correct. Some of these 
powers are certainly to be met with in the lower 
animals—a few of them low down in the tcale—and 
for the rest the difference will be one of degree more 
than of quality. It will not surely be maintained 
that perception is peculiar to man; it must exist 
wherever there are organs of sense, and these extend 
in some form or other to the lowest phase of animal 
life. Volition is also met with in all the higher 
animals; and memory may be observed in the dog, 
horse, elephant, cat, camel, and numerous other 
mammals with whose habits every-day life makes us 
familiar. Even judgment in the form of comparison. 
is often displayed by the domestic animals, the dog 
in particular. Dr. H. Bischoff, in his * Essay on the 

Difference Between Man and Brutes,” says: “It is 
impossible to deny to animals, qualitativly and quan- 
titativly, as many mental faculties as we find in man. 
They possess consciousness. They feel, think, and 
judge; they possess a will which determins their 
actions and motions. Animals possess attachment; 
they are grateful, obedient, good-natured ; and again, 
false, treacherous, disobedient, revengeful, jealous, 
etc. Their actions frequently evince deliberation and- 
memory. It isin vain to derive such actions from 
so-called instinct, which unconsciously compels them 
so to act.” Max Müller, also, in his “Science of 
Language,” admits that brutes hav five senses like 
ourselvs; that they hav sensations of pain and pleas- 
ure; that they hav memory; that they are able to 
compare and distinguish; hav a will of their own, 
show signs of shame and pride, and are guided by 
intellect as well as by instinct. 

With such facts as these before us, what reason 
hav we for supposing that these psychical powers 
are not as likely to hav been evolved as the bodily 
organs? There is no break whatever to be seen in 
the chain at the point of their appearance in man. 
If the mental powers of the lower animals hav come 
by evolution, there is not a shadow of reason for sup- 
posing that those of man came in any other way, for 
they are all of the same quality, differing only in 
degree. No doubt, as Mr. Darwin says, “the 
difference between the mind of man and that of the 
highest ape is immense." And yet, as he also re- 
marks, “great as it is, it is certainly one of degree 
and not of kind.” The highest powers of which man 
can boast—memory, judgment, love, attention, curi- 
osity, imitation, emotion—may all be met with in an 
incipient form in lower animals. Let any man ana- 
lyze his mental faculties one by one—not look at 
them in a state of combination, for that will be cal- 
culated to mislead—and then say which of them is 
peculiar to man as man, and not to be found in a 
smaller degree much lower in the scale of being. 
Even the capacity for improvement, in other words, 
for progress, is not peculiar to man, as Mr. Darwin 
has shown by innumerable examples of great force 
and beauty. 

The emotions hav often been spoken of as being 
peculiar to man, but evidently with no degree of 
accuracy. Terror exists in all the highest of the 
lower animals as surely as it does in man, and shows 
itself in the same way. It causes the heart to palpi- 
tate, a tremor to pass along the muscles, and even 
the hair to undergo that change which is called 

. “standing on end,".in the horse, the dog, and other 
animals, as in the human species. “Courage and 
timidity,” observes Darwin, “are extremely variable 
qualities in the individuals of the same species, as is 
plainly seen in our dogs. Some dogs and horses are 
ill-tempered and easily turn sulky; others are good- 
tempered; and these qualities are certainly inherited. 

Everyone knows how liable animals are to furious 

rage and how plainly they show it.” The love of a 
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dog for his master is proverbial; indeed, this noble 
animal has been known to lick the hand of the vivi- 
sector whilst undergoing at his hands the severest 
torture. And revenge is often manifested by the 
lowest animals—not simply the sudden impulse which 


avenges itself at the moment for pain inflicted or 


wrongs done, but long, brooding feeling which may 
smolder for.months, waiting for the opportunity for 
manifesting itself, and when that comes, bursting out 
into a flame violent and hateful. There are thousands 
of cases on record in which this has happened, 
especially in the case of monkeys which hav been 
kept tame. And, perhaps, the personal experience of 


most persons can furnish an example of .the truth of 


this allegation. 

The social instincts are plainly seen in many of the 
lower animals; not, of course, in that perfect form in 
which they are met with in man, but the difference 
here again is one of degree only. Many animals ex- 
perience pleasure in the company of their fellows, 
and are unhappy at a separation being effected. 
They will show sympathy one for another, and even 
perform services for each other’s benefit. Some ani- 
mals lie together in large numbers, and never sepä- 
rate except for a very short time, and then only for a 
purpose which they clearly understand. This is the 
case with sheep, rats, American monkeys, and also 
with rooks, jackdaws, and starlings. Darwin ob- 
serves: “Everyone must hav noticed how miserable 
borses, dogs, sheep, etc., are when separated from 
their companions, and what affection the two former 
kind will show on their reunion. It is curious to 
speculate upon the feelings of a dog who will rest 
peacefully for hours in a room with his master or any 
of the family without the least notice being taken of 
him, but who if left for a short time by himself.barks 
and howls dismally.” Here we find the origin of the 
social faculty in man. It is very easy to imagin the 
course of development which this must hav taken in 


order to hav reached its way to the highest form as. 


we see it in the human. species. - The psychical pow- 
ers appear first in an incipient form, and then grad- 
ually develop through a long course of ages, until 
they rise to the- hight of human variety. Other in- 
fluences, such as the power of language, further the 


development, these powers themselvs being the re- 


sult of the process of evolution. The question how 


far language is confined to man is one of great inter-- 


est to the student of evolution: . In replying to the 
inquiry, “ What is the difference between the brute 
and man?" Max Müller says: “Man speaks, and no 
brute has ever uttered a word. Language is our 
Rubicon, and no brute has ever crossed it.” Refer- 
ring to this statement, Dr, Page remarks: 
~~ Are nob-6hoso pOWOrs UT AES GEI OrO: 

a matter of degree rather than of kind? Do not the 
actions of many of the lower animals sufficiently indi- 
cate that they reason from the particular to the gen- 
eral? And hav they not the power of communicating 
their thoughts to one another by vocal sounds which 
cannot be otherwise regarded than as language? No 
one who has sufficiently studied the conduct of our 
domestic animals but must be convinced of this 
power of generalization; no one who has listened 
attentivly to the various calls of mammals and birds 
can doubt they hav the power of expressing their 
mental emotions in language. Their powers of ab- 
straction may be limited, and. the range of their lan- 
guage restricted; but what shall we say of the men- 
tal capacity. of the now extinct Tasmanian, which 
could not carry him beyond individual conceptions, 
or of the monosyllabic click-cluck of the Bush- 
man, as compared with the intellectual grasp and the 
inflectional languages of modern Europe? If it shall 
be said that these are matters merely of degree, then 
are the mental processes and languages of the lower 
animals, as compared with those of man, also matters 
of degree—things that manifest themselvs in the 
same way and by the same organs, but differing in 
power according to the perfection of the organs 
through which they are manifested." 

The doctor's view of this matter receives a striking 
corroboration from the following excerpt from the 
introduction to Agassiz's “ Contributions to the Nat- 
ural History of the United States:" “The intelligibil- 
ity of the voice of animals to one another, and all 
their actions connected with such calls, are also a 
strong argument of their perceptiv power, and of 
their ability to act: spontaneously and with logical 
sequence in accordance with these perceptions. 
There is a vast field open for investigation in the 
relations between the voice and the actions of ani- 
mals, and a still more interesting subject of inquiry 
in the relationship between the cycle of intonations 
which different species of animals of the same family 


are capable of uttering, which, so far as I hav yet 


been able to trace them, stand to one another in the 
same relations as the different, so-called, families of 
languages.” 

The moral powers of man hav been evolved in a 
manner similar to that in which the other forces be- 
longing to the human race were evolved. All that 
we see in the evolution of human conduct is the 
result of the great and potent law of evolution. To 
quote the words of M. J. Savage in his suggestiv 
book, “ The Morals of Evolution:” “ Notwithstanding 


| phenomena. 


the fact that conduct is so large a part of- life, there 
has never been in the past any universal, even any 
general, agreement as to its fundamental principles, 
as to wherein right and wrong consist, as to the au- 
thority on which they rest, as to what they would 
ultimate in when wrought out into practical details. 
Just as there has never been any agreement concern- 
ing the world’s religions, so thére has never been any 
general argreement concerning principles of morality 
or human conduct. But now the course of human 
thought has been so largely studied, the world’s past 
customs are so widely known, the principles and laws 
of the external universe and the nature of human sgo- 
ciety are coming to be so clearly comprehended, that 
we must believe that the time is not far distant, even 
if it has not arrived already, when we may be able to 


they hav come from, and’ what they shall ultimately 
come to when acted out in human character." Thus 
it is that as time rolled on nobler and more lofty con- 
ceptions of human duty and more accurate sanctions 
for human conduct hav been evolved. Within the 
domain of civilization, humax sacrifice, self-mutila- 
tion, persistent neglect of the world, and preference 
for poverty are no longer regarded as ethical require- 
ments; neither within the realms of scientific and 
philosophic culture do people base moral action on 
the supposed will of God, the hope of heaven, or the 
authority of the church. “It is said,” writes Sav- 
age, “that there can be no permanent and eternal 
law of morality unless we believe in a God and a 
future life. But I believe that this moral law stands 
by virtue of its own right, and would stand just the 


agree as to what right and wrong mean, as to where. 


same without any regard to the question of immor- . 
tality or the discussion between Theism and Atheism. . 


If there be no God at all, am I not living? Are 
there not laws according to which my body is con- 
structed—laws of health, laws of life, laws that I 
must keep in order to. liv and in order to be well? 
If there be no God at all, are you not existing? Hav 


I a right to steal your property, to injure you, to 


render you unhappy, because, forsooth, I choose to 


‘doubt whether there is a God, or because you choose 


to doubt whether there is a God? Are not the laws 
of society existing in themselvs and by their own 
nature? -Suppose all the world should suddenly lose 
its regard for truth, and become false through and 
through, so that no man could depend upon his 
brother, would not society be disintegrated, disor- 
ganized? Would not all commercial and social life 
suddenly become impossible? Would not humanity 
become a chaos and a wreck, and that without any 
sort of regard to the question as to whether men be- 
AWS are ê hon didteanls elisyenimenn an 

stand, and you liv by keeping them, and die by 
breaking them, whether there is a God or not.” 
These are the accurate and ennobling views of exist- 


-ence born of minds which evolution has raised from 


the ignorant depths of the past to the intellectual 
hights of the present. 

Onall sides, then, the candid and impartial observer 
may behold undoubted evidence in favor of the doc- 
trin of evolution. We see it in the various changes 
of the solar system. There are (1) fire mists, (2) 
globes of gas, (3) condensed oceans, (4) crust forma- 
tion, (5) mountains and rivers, and (6) its present 
What is this but evolution? Is it not 
a manifestation of changes from the lower to the 
higher, from the simple to the complex, and from the 
chaotic to the consolidated? The same principle is 
illustrated, as before indicated, by the science of em- 
bryology with its clearly marked stages of develop- 
ment—the fish, reptil, bird, quadruped, and, finally, 
the human form. The relationship of the species 
givs its proof in favor of the evolution theory. The 
different types of to-day had their one starting-point, 
the variations now seen having been produced by 
altered conditions. Moreover, we find that. in the 
process of evolution some organs in animals become 
useless, while others change their use, thus proving 
that the animal kingdom possess structural affinities, 
and that subsequent classification depends upon the 
opportunity afforded for evolution. Then, again, the 
ability man has of diverting animal instincts and in- 
telligence from their original sphere, as shown in the 
training of certain of the lower animals; of improv- 
ing the eye as an optical instrument; of rendering 
less antagonistic the natures and instincts we dis- 
cover in different species constantly at war with each 
other, all point to one process—that of evolution. 

There is the old sentimental objection to this theory 
that it is humiliating to think that we hav evolved 
from forms lower down in the scale of animal life. 
But, as Dr. Page points out, there is nothing in this 
view necessarily degrading. “If in virtue of some 
yet unexplained process man has derived his descent 
from any of the lower orders, he is clearly not of 
them—his higher structural adaptations and improv- 
able reason defining at once the specialty of his 
place, and the responsibility of his functions. It can 
be no degradation to hay descended from some ante- 
cedent form of life any more than it can be an exalta- 
tion to hav been fashioned directly from the dust of 
the earth. There can be nothing degrading or dis- 
gusting in the connection which nature has obviously 


7o alles: 
maa eee 


' is sufficient for all practical purposes. 


. them from within and without, hence the form 
woo ARAUCA NA VAU AL AED Vir y polioriudcu. v 
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established between all that livs, and those who em- 
ploy such phrases must. hav but a poor and by no 
means very reverent conception of the scheme of cre- 
ation. The truth is there is nothing degrading. in 
nature save that which, forgetful of its own functions, 
debases and degrades itself. The jibing and jeering 
at the idea of an ‘ape-ancestry,’ so often resorted to 
by the ignorant, has in reality no significance to the 
mind of the philosophic naturalist. There is evi- 
dently one structural plan running throughout the 
whole of vitality, after which its myriad members hav 
been ascensivly developed, just as there is one great 
material plan pervading the planetary system; and 


science merely seeks to unfold that plan, and to de- 


termin the principles upon which it is constructed. 
If there be no genetic connection between man and 
the order that stands next beneath him, there is at 
all events a marvelous similarity in structural organ- 
ization, and this similarity is surely suggestiv of 
something more intimate than mere coincidence.” 
Evolution, therefore, although unable to supply the 


: solution to every problem presented to the student 


of naiure, is, 80 far as can be discovered at the pres- 
ent day, the true theory of man and the universe, and 
Further, it 
satisfies the intellect as no other theory does, and is 
assuredly more reasonable than that of special crea- 


-tion. 


One question of great importance will probably 
suggest itself to those who hav given the theory of 
evolution much consideration. It is this: What is 
to be the position of things, and especially of man, in 
the future? Will there be evolved higher beings 
after him, as he is higher than those who preceded 
him? He stands now as the lord of creation; but so 
stood many mighty reptils of the past in their: day 
and generation. Could they hav reasoned, would 
they not hav concluded that they were the final end 
of creation, and that all that had gone before was 
simply to prepare for their entrance into the world? 
In that they would hav erred; and, it may be asked, 
Shall we not equally err if we hastily decide that no 
higher being than man can ever come on earth—that 
he is and will ever remain the highest of organic 
existences? Now, the cases are not quite analogous, 
as a little reflection will show. The earlier animals 
were entirely the creatures of evolution; man is 
largely the director of the process. He can, by his 
intéllect, control the law itself just as he bends 
gravitation to his will, though in a sense as much 
subject to its power as the earth on which he treads. 
Before man arose the animals and plants then exist- 
ing were molded by the great power operating Pe 

Sy 


7 neu vue 
‘had to contend with an unfortunate environment they 
became modified; or, failing that, they disappeared. 
Now,.man, by his mental force, can supply natural 


_ deficiences and thus not defeat evolution, but direct 


its current into a new channel. He can bring his 
food from a distance and thus avoid scarcity in the 
country where he dwells ; he can successfully contend 
against climate, disease, and a thousand other de- 
structiv agencies which might otherwise sweep him 
away- It is, therefore, no longer a contest between 
physical powers, but between physical and mental. 
No higher physical development is likely to occur, 
because it would not meet the case, since, however 
perfect it might be, it could not hold its own in the 
struggle for existence against man with his intellect. 
The development in the future must be one of mind, 
not of body. We do not consequently look forward 
to the time when organized beings, higher and more 
perfect physically than man, shall take his place on 
the earth; but we do believe that a period will 
arrive when the intellectual powers shall be refined, 
expanded, and exalted beyond anything of which at 
present we can .hav any conception. The future 
of man is a topic of all-absorbing interest, and 
it needs no prophetic insight to enable us to form 
some dim and vague idea of what it will be. Mind 
will grapple with the great forces of nature, making 
them subservient to man’s comfort and convenience. 
Virtue shall array herself more determined than ever 
against vice, ridding the world of its malignant 
power. Brother shall cease slaying brother at the 
command of kingly despots, and thus the world 
shall be crowned with the laurels of peace.  Priest- 
craft shall lose its power over humanity, and mental 
liberty shali hav a new birth. ` The barriers of social 
caste shall be broken down and the brotherhood of 
man thereby consolidated. Woman shall no longer 
be a slave, but free in her own right. Capital and 
labor shall cease being antagonistic and-shall be har- 
moniously employed to enrich the comforts and to 
augment the happiness of the race. Education shall 
supplant ignorance and justice take the place of op- 
pression. Then the era shall hav arrived of which 
the philosopher has written and the poet has sung. 
Freedom shall be the watchword of man, reason 
shall reign supreme, and happiness prevail through- 
out the earth. 


When from the lips of Truth one mighty breath 
Shall, like a whirlwind, scatter in its breeze 

The whole dark pile of human miseries. 

Then shali the reign of mind commence on earth, 


And starting forth, as from a second birth, 
Man, in the sunrise of the world’s new spring, 
Shall walk transparent like some holy thing. 


Cuartes Warts. 
—— 4-4 9——— ———— 


Divorce Laws in New Jersey. 


New Jersey is a great state so far as her laws 
touching divorce are concerned. The laws regulating 
the relations between husband and wife are predi- 
cated on the rules and laws of nations that existed 
ages upon ages ago, in the Old World, when the hus- 
band used to yoke his wife and a donkey together to 
draw a crooked stick to till the land. In New Jer- 
sey a wife is the property of her husband just as 
much as his horse, mule, goat, and hogs are his prop- 
erty. The reader may smile at this declaration, but 
it is an incontrovertible fact that stands out in bold 
relief in all the laws of New Jersey that affect the in- 
terests or relations of husband and wife. When a 
man allows his daughter to marry a man in New 
Jersey, she immediately becomes the property of her 
husband. If she quits her home, the law requires 
her husband to go for her, as he would go for a stray 
animal, and try to induce her to go home and to re- 
main.there. The province of a wife in New Jersey is 
her husband’s home. She must go and liv where her 
husband provides a home for her or take care of her- 
self. Then, if her case is taken into the Court of 
Chancery (the only court that has any jurisdiction 
over divorces), her word, her explanations, her ex- 
cuses, her affirmations in court, and her pleas will 
always hav greater influence and weight than any- 
thing her husband may state, for the reason that he 
is her lord, and she his property. 

The law states plainly that “repeated refusals. 
by a wife for three successiv years to livin a home 
provided for her,in New Jersey, constitutes sufficient 
cause for a divorce.” 

Yet, after a wife has been as perverse and obsti- 
nate as she could be for three successiv years, and 
has not lived at. home one day nor night for three 
years, and the husband commences suit for a divorce, 
if she pleads that she now wants to go home and liv 
with him, if he refuses to take her on his arm and go 
home with her, the law will adjudge him to be the 
deserter, and punish him accordingly. 

A divorce case recently decided shows clearly what 
a miserable apology they hav in New Jersey for a 
divorce law. In 1876 a man and his wife (both good 
Presbyterians) owned a beautiful home in Bergen 
county, which cost them over $12,000, and it was 
all paid for. Besides this, the husband was receiving 
a salary, as an editor in New York city, of $60 per 
week, cash every Saturday. His interest from good 


nated ‘and martgages was over $9 per day. But she 
refused to liv with him unless he would discard Tur 


Truru Szexer. She quit home in 1877, and boarded 
at his expense about the country. He kicked and 
demurred at her bills, but always had them to pay. 
Domestic trouble preyed on his health so that he could 
no longer attend to the duties of his editorial posi- 
tion. So away went his $60 per week. His grown- 
up children persuaded him to sell his home, which he 
did, and lent them the money, and they spent it. In 
1882 he accumulated enough to build a cheap cottage 
in Orange. Having furnished it nicely, he invited 
his kicking wife to come and liv with him. She 
came, but stated plainly that he must pay her $2 per 
week and discard Tur Trura Serger, which he re- 
fused to do. She then ran him in debt $3,000 for a 
house and lot in East Orange, and demanded that 
he should allow her to take what furniture and house- 
hold appliances she wanted and go and liv in her 
own home. He refused to allow any goods to be 
taken out of the house. When he was too ill to make 
his own bed, she employed three strong truckmen to 
move her goods, and' went to the police station and 
got a platoon of armed police to go to her husband's 
house to intimidate him while the goods were being 
loaded. They took away every article of any value, 
and left the old man alone, with nothing but an old 
mattress and a few ragged bedclothes, not sufficient 
to keep a robust man warm. This occurred about 
April, 1883. She told her liege lord emphatically 
that “the Jersey laws are good for wives, and Iin- 
tend to hav what I want, to go and come when I 
please, and you hav got to pay my bills.” 

He then consulted with many Jawyers concerning 
a divorce. They all assured him he could not fail to 
get a divorce in a month or two, at longest. He 
directed a vestryman, in an Episcopal church, to sue 
for a divorce. She employed a lawyer; and the law- 
yers went in for making all the money they could out 
of the litigants. The lawyers hobnobbed, and chuck- 
led, and played dice with the case, and kept drawing 
money, money, more money, until the old man had 
to sell his last little home for half-price to pay law- 
yers’ fees, the costs of the court, and the wife's ali- 
mony. 

In answer to her husband's bill for a divorce, on 
the ground of desertion, the lawyers induced her to 
plead that she had never deserted home, and was 
only away temporarily on a visit, and wanted to 
return and liv with her husband. As her husband 


| divorce. 


refused to take his wife on his arm and go home, the 


court piled the alimony on him. He brought up a | 


son and other witnesses to* testify that he had no 
means of support, and that his health had been so 
poor for several years past that he could engage not 
in any regular business. He was then hauled up be- 
fore the court and required to giv a full account of 
every dollar, and every note and document, good and 
bad, and to deliver them toareceiver. Prior to this, 
the court adjudged him to be able to work at some 
employment for three hundred days in a year, and to 
earn $300; and $104, the court said, must be paid to 
his wife. 

The case was kept in court until July 30, 1886, 
when the vice-chancellor, seeing the money was gone, 
dismissed it without granting a divorce, and stated 
that the husband must pay all costs. The man stated 
that his money had all been extorted from him, his 
last little home had been sold to pay costs and debts, 
and his poor health would admit of but very little 
mental or manual employment. The only way he 
could pay, he said, was to go to Caldwell to the pen- 
itentiary and break stones with the rest of the wife- 
beaters, or be sent to Trenton and put on a striped 
suit. “Old Time” will reveal what will be done.in 
the case. : 

The vice-chancellor, who is judge, jury, and the 
entire court, stated that "there was no question 
about the desertion.” The wife deserted April 1, 
1883, and had not lived with her husband since that 
date. But the bill of complaint lacked a few days of 
being three years old ; hence, because the bill drawn 
up by the husband’s lawyer was not quite three 
years old, the case must be dismissed. But the 
plucky old man declares that now he will get a 
He will be his own lawyer. There is one 
redeeming feature in the divorce laws, of which he 
will take advantage. The law provides that when a 
man is not worth one hundred dollars, clear estate, 


|he can sue, per se, if he feels competent to manage 


his case, without costs. If he does not feel com- 
petent to conduct his case, the chancellor will assign 
competent counsel for him free of all costs. This 
man. has already drawn up a new bill for a divorce, 
and says he will not now be hindered, and delayed, 
and stove off, and robbed of his money, by hobnob- 
bing lawyers. 

The writer has been informed by one who assumed 
to know that the chancellor, when they first met, 
directed the man to advance one hundred dollars as 
counsel fees to pay his wife's counsel She had 
already paid him seventy-five dollars. Then one of 
the children (it was said) gave each lawyer one hun- 
dred dollars to manage the case in such a manner as 
to prevent a divorce. Besides the foregoing sums, 
the man was required to mortgage his little home to 
his lawyers to pay costs. The actual costs of the 
court and clerk amount to only a few dollars—less 
than ten. If the devil don't get such good Christian 
lawyers he ought to be turned out and another en- 
trusted with his business who will carry it out with 
more efficiency. 

All those parties, the man and his wife, the two 
lawyers, and the court, are professedly good and 
zealous Christians. "Their proceedings in the court 
were instituted to prevent scandal and demoraliza- 
tion. The grand object of a divórce is to prevent 
demoralization in society. Let the reader contem- 
plate for a few moments the scandal and demoraliza- 
tion incident to the career of that man and his wife 
since 1877—he & wreck, without money, without 
home, and without any means of support, while she 
is staying a few days here and a few days there, 
while both are thoroughly ostracised by relativs— 
and then let him judge whether or not New Jersey 
has not marvelous divorce laws! Criticus. 

———— 9 mm 


To Aid Mr. Reynolds and His Work. 


To raz Eprron or Tue Tauru Srrkrm, Sir. I hav 
made an imperial-size photograph of Mr. Charles B. 
Reynolds which is considered an excellent likeness 
by those who hav seen it. One friend writes: “ The 
portrait of Mr. Reynolds is superb; the most life- 
like and artistic picture I ever saw. The ‘ real pres- 
ence’ is in this picture.” Through earnest solicita- 
tion I hav obtained Mr. Reynolds’s consent to make 
this portrait a factor in the Freethought cause, and 
propose to sell copies (direct from the negativ) at 
fifty cents each, the proceeds to be given Mr. 
Reynolds to aid in the grand tent movement. I 
think every true Liberal, Freethinker, or Secularist 
will want a copy of this picture. These portraits 
will be offered for sale at the coming Convention, and 
copies will be sent, postage paid, to any address on 
receipt of price. : C. F. DeMorr. 

Hempstead, N. Y., Aug. 24, 1886. 

to 
Dissatisfaction Expressed. 
Not ‘long since, in a leading Boston daily, the following 
was among the regular death notices: 


We cannot hay all things to please us, 
Our little Georgia bas gone to Jesus. 


To the parents this may hav seemed proper. To the 
observer the implication that they would hav preferred the 
child to go somewhere else would, at least, seem one of the 
logical possibilities.—Profane Editor of the Christian Ad. 
vocate. ` 
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News and Notes. 


In spite of the tremendous efforts of the orthodox 
party, who engaged the opera house for the especial 
purpose of keeping people away from the Infidel 
meetings, our lectures at Seward were eminently suc- 
cessful. They resulted in the formation of a Secular 
Union, and a largely increased interest has been 
developed. Mr. H. L. Boyes has not much of age 
about him, although he has been in the Freethought 
ranks for over half a century. He is young yet in 
spirit, and believes in perpetual progress. He givs 
me greater faith than ever in the triumph of our 
cause. -His wife, although not physically strong, 

: gees still all the brightness of this world, and has the 
cheeriness of the springtime of life. 

Mr. and Mrs. Maffitt are royal Liberals. They 
could not be anything else. It is impossible for 
orthodoxy to convert them. Freethought is in their 
very blood and bone. Mr. Maffitt is the founder of 
Seward, and has given over twenty thousand dollars 
for its advancement, and he has the pleasure of look- 
ing upon a beautiful city as the result of his efforts. 
He livs on & noble farm, just outside the city, 
ornamented with lovely groves, and rich with the 
garniture of harvest. The few days I spent here 
were a rest indeed, and I reveled in the glory of this 
prairie country, which, at this season of the year, is 
magnificently picturesque. Mr. Edward McIntyre, 
mayor of the city, introduced me at the lecture. He 
and I used to be together in the Green Mountain 
state. Then I was a pedagog fresh from my sopho- 
more years, and I knew a great deal more then—I 
thought-—than I do now, and I don’t know but what 
I was happier in my blissful ignorance. Mrs. Mc- 
Intyre was one of my scholars. Only think of it! 
I wonder how oldI am. I don't believe I can guess, 
but it seems a long time ago sinceI was in that quaint 
little village, nestling so sweetly among the hills, 
where the moonlight nights were so brilliant, and the 
maidens so fair, and the squirrel hunts so fascinating, 
and the midnight suppers so gorgeous, and the de- 
bating club so animating, and the old, vast meeting 


house so solemn, and so decked with splendor when 
we put the theatric stage just where the melancholy 
pulpit used to be. O youth! glorious youth! don't 
desert me yet. Let the blood tingle just as joyously 
as it used to do, for I am still climbing the hights of 
life. I am not going down into the vale of years yet 
awhile. 

Dr. and Mrs. Bumstead I found delightful friends. 
They hav some vague glimpses into spirit-land, but 
not enough to make this world less lovely and less 
grand. They are good Secular philosophers and 
poetic dwellers in this earthly sphere. They realize 
the ever-present beauty. 

Many other noble and friendly Liberals I met, the 
leading business and professional men of the place— 
the Messrs. Roberts and Dunphy, Mr. C. Jones, 
I. M. Strayer, G. Babson, D. C. McKilup, W. D. 
Bowers; Mr. Marshall of the Commercial House, 
who knows how to entertain the traveler; all these 
&nd others will make a gallant encampment of the 
Liberal legion, and we may expect honorable strife 
and merited victory. 


From Seward therattling train brings me to Valley 
Falls, Kansas, where Harman and Walker keep up 
the tug of war on * the ragged edge" of reform, and 
where the banners of Lucifer are given to the “god 
of storms, the lightning and the gales.” I would that 
these determined combatants might join the central 
column that is sweeping on to such glorious victory, 
for surely they are trenchant warriors, and I would 
like to hay them in at the winning of the game and 
take their share of the triumphant feast. But they 
are bound to be of the *forlorn hope;" to fight on 
side issues which may or may not tend to the general 
progress. They mean to camp out constantly and 
hav no headquarters except in the saddle. Well, I 
can only giv them my heartiest blessing, and while I 
pursue a different course, which seems to me ideally 
and practically more for man's advancement, I will 
honor these splendid fighters and giv them the mar- 
tyr’s bay. Though they hav hard knocks instead of 
hard cash, I hope they will still enjoy the earthly 
paradise. 

The majority of the Liberals of Valley Falls are in 
sympathy with the American Secular Union and its 
basis of work, the Nine Demands, and believe, as I 
believe, that on this line of battle the most useful 
triumphs can be achieved. Mr. N. H. Harman, Mr. 
John Reicherter and Mrs. Susan Reicherter—a grand 
worker indeeed—Mr. and Mrs. John Fisher, Mr. J. 
Earnst, Mr. S. Deutsch, Mr. J. Piazzek, Mr. J. R. 
Michel p ones, Mr. Chris. Jorgensen, Dr. Senft, 

r. re 
AT: a m Rog CUTE T place, 
and I look forward to a strong organization in the 
future. Quite a number came from a distance to 
attend the lectures. Mr. Samuel Carter came from 
Mitchell county, a distance of one hundred and forty 
miles—an old worker in our cause, who added to the 
interest of the lectures by his addresses. Mr. Joel 
Grable came from Missouri, and has been a Liberal 
for over sixty years. Mr. T. H. Terry, a live Infidel, 
came from Bavaria, Kan. He wanted me fora week’s 
campaign in his county, but I could not go, as my 
time is all occupied up to October 3d. Mr. Baldwin 
came from Kennebuk, Kan., and walked the whole 
distance, twenty-six miles. Where is the Christian 
who will do that nowadays? According to latest 
reports, the saints generally prefer to take the light- 
ning express for Canada. Mr. Willetts, state lecturer 
for the Grange Association, came from McLouth, 
Kan. He is one of our ablest representativs in the 
state. He has been in the legislature, and is a prom- 
inent citizen. He says that Liberal thought prevails 
to a large extent in the Grange. Mr. T. P. Brinager 
came from Salem, Neb. His father takes Tae TRUUH 
SEEKER, and keeps things lively in his part of the 
country. Thus we had a generous company together. 
The meetings were quite successful. The Opera 
House was well filled, although the churches kept 
their bells a-ringing all the time. I gave three lect- 
ures, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday evenings, 
and one out-door lecture Friday afternoon on “ Amer- 
ican Democracy,” and the importance of present work 
on the line of the Nine Demands. I hope to come to 
Valley Falls again. In every respect I had a pleasant 
and profitable time. — ; 

Saturday I was obliged to get up before sunrise 
and take my winding way to Seneca, Kansas, where 
I arrived in the afternoon, and was met by that 
genial worker and good Anglo-Saxon reformer, Mr. 
John Fuller, Sr., a fine, typical Englishman, and the 
kind I like to meet. He believes in doing something, 
and under his management the campaign at Seneca 
was a brilliant one indeed. There is a United Inde- 
pendent Society here, and it is one of the best Free- 
thought organizations in the state. Mr. Fuller and 
his five boys, all Liberals, Mr. and Mrs. A. A. Brooks, 
Mrs. Clark Smith, Mr. and Mrs. John Peckham, Mrs. 
John Smalley, and others constitute a live force that 
will hav a commanding influence in the community. 
Mrs. Brooks is from that big Liberal family, the 
Thayers, of Linesville, Pa., in which there are thir- 
teen boys and girls—or men and women now—be- 


ample firesides of Liberalism, and we would fill the 
world with the glory of Freethought. 

I gave two lectures at Seneca on Sunday, August 
29th. About four hundred were present in the .after- 
noon and six hundred in the evening. Axtell sent 
quite a delegation—Mr. Minor, the Messrs. Cone, and 
others, who hav formed quite a flourishing organiza- 
tion at Axtell, which is fourteen miles from Seneca. 
These are subscribers of Taz Trurs Szexzr, and its 
earnest supporters, and this shows that they are 
made of the right stuff, and will keep things a-going. 
Mrs. Brooks, Mrs. Smith, and others aided the lect- 
ures with good singing, and the whole campaign 
went off in ringing style. The orthodox were set 
all agog, and the next morning the streets were full 
of talk, and especially did the tide of battle rage 
around the “corner grocery.” Christians found out 
that the world was moving on. 

I was pleased to meet with Mr. Rodgers, the Uni- 
versalist minister, who is quite a Liberal. I listened 
to one of his sermons, and it was full of advanced 
thought, and would not differ from what I myself 
might say if I were a radical Theist, after the manner 


of Savage or Chadwick. However, I am no Theist. 


So far as we hav any evidence, humanity is the 
grandest intelligence in the universe. I stick to the 
evidence, and not to faith. One can believe in God, 
but I can see no use in it, but rather, to a certain ex- 
tent, a weakening of moral effort. Good, sound 
Atheism is the best intellectual and moral tonic one 
can hav. It is the basis of self-reliance. I won't 
quarrel with the Theist. Romance is good, and let 
those weave it who can. 

Iam now, Tuesday, August 31st, at the home of 
Mr. J. W. Scott, of Morrill. His son, Oliver Joseph 
Scott, died yesterday morning, and I remain to make 
the funeral address this afternoon. He was a young 
man of good promis; a faithful worker, a good Lib- 
eral. We stand at his grave, not with false hopes, 
but with that courage which comes from the sympa- 
thies and affections of humanity. Death is an evil— 
a terrible tragedy. It can be nothing else. An in- 
finit love would never make it what it is. We learn, 
however, from the evil as well as the. good. We de- 
rive moral power even from pain itself, and from the 
grave shall spring the flowers of sweet human sym- 
pathy; the generosity that will help the breaking 
heart; the affection that will minister with more will- 
ing hand; the beautiful spirit of love, that becomes 
more devoted as the disappointments of life become 
greater. It is our glory to conquer, not by prayer 
and faith, but by heroic action, the ills by which we. 
are surrounded. 


country. He came here nearly thirty years ago. He 
has been an outspoken Freethinker and a generous 
supporter of our work. Our good friends, Jamieson 
and Remsburg, who hay lectured here, will remem- 
ber his open-handed assistance and his pleasant home 
and family. To him and to his wife and children 
shall flow the tender sympathies of a thousand unseen 
friends, who throughout our ranks recognize the 
worth and share the sorrow of these noble fellow- 
workers, whose sublimest hope is the triumph of 
liberty and justice and the happiness of this world. 
To the Liberals of Montana: I hope every Liberal 


his proposed lecture tour through that territory. 


Arrange for lectures if possible. If any Liberal is so 
situated that he cannot do this—or attend lectures 
even—still let him show that he is a true Liberal by 
contributing to the general expense, and help others 
if he cannot help himself. Let there be a unity of 
purse as well as mind. Please communicate in this 
regard with Thomas Burke, Saylesville, Montana. 

Lecture engagements: West Point, Neb., Septem- 
ber 1st, 2d, 3d; Omaha, September 5th; Cromwell, 
Iowa, September Tth, 8th; Leon, September 9th, 
10th; Ottumwa, September 12th; West Union, Sep- 
tember 14th, 15th, 16th; Chicago, September 26th ; 
Belding, Mich., September 28th, 29th ; West Union, 
Ohio, October Ist, 2d, 3d. 

SaMUEL P. Purnam. 
Morrill, Kan., Aug. 31, 1886. 


—— e 
Call for the Tenth Annual Congress. 


To the Auxiliary Secular Unions and to all Citi- 
zens of the United States and Canadas who 
support the Nine Demands of Liberalism : 


You are invited to attend the Tenth Annual Con- 
gress of the American Secular Union, to be held in 
New York city, at Chickering Hall, Fifth avenue and 
18th street, on November 11th, 12th, and 13th, and 
also on Sunday evening, the 14th, a lecture by Col. 
Robert G. Ingersoll, which concludes the Congress. 

Pursuant to a vote of the last Congress, notice is 
hereby given that the following amendments to the 
constitution of the Union will be acted upon: 1. To 
reduce the fee for life-membership from $25 to $10. 
2. Or, on payment of $10 by applicant for member- 
ship, to authorize the secretary to issue ten-year 
membership certificates, with all the privileges of 
life-membership during that time. 3. Whenever a 


sides the father and mother. A few more such| man or woman has taken out annual membership 


in Montana will welcome and assist Mr. Jamieson in . 


Now is the time to consolidate its Freethought forces. . 


GOD IS UL Vr war- VIUSSU BOUUIOTS IN ULY =~ 


"England, and they hav carried it into Africa. 
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certificates for three or five consecutiv years, such 
person thereafter on payment of annual-membership 
fee to possess the privilege of life-membership. 

. The Congress will also be called upon to consider 
measures for carrying on’ the work of Freethought, 
and securing the adoption of such Jaws by the various 
state governments and by the national government 
88 shall make the United States thoroughly Secular, 
and the repeal of all laws now on the statute-books 
which conflict with the Nine Demands of Liberalism. 

. Local auxiliary Unions are entitled by the Union 
constitution to five representativs in the Congress— 
the president and secretary and three delegates. All 
charter-members and life-members, all vice-presidents, 
all chairmen of state executiv committees, are entitled 
to seats and votes in the Congress. Annual mem- 
bers are entitled to seats but not votes, except by 
permission of the Congress. 

It is hoped that every auxiliary Union will send a 
full delegation to the Congress, and that every Free- 
thinker in the United States and Canada, who can, 
will be present. T 

Per order of board of directors: 

R. G. Ixczasonn, President. 

SawvzL P. Purnam, Secretary. 

CovunTLANDT ParMER, Treasurer. 

CuanrEs B. Reynoups, Ch. Ex. Com. 

E. M. Maovonarp, Ch. Fin. Com. 
—————— —— $9 49———————— 


Canadian Notes. 


Sunday evening, Aug. 28th, was, on account of the 
extreme heat, considered rather a bad night for an 
opening lecture, but, notwithstanding the atmos- 
phereful state of the weather, Science Hall was filled 
to the doors to hear Mr. Watts deliver the first, lect- 
ure of the season. This was Mr. Watts’s first ap- 
pearance in public since his return from England, 
and he received a right hearty welcome from the 
audience, who greeted his appearance on the platform 
in a manner which proved his ever-growing popularity 
among Toronto Liberals. 

His lecture, ‘“Secularism—Past, Present, and 
Future,” was, as usual, a masterpiece of oratory and 


unanswerable logic, and that it was fully appreciated 


is shown by the fact that not one of the sweltering 
audience left the hall during the hour and a half of 
its delivery. 

On the following evening, Monday, Aug. 29th, 
Mr. Watts lectured again, subject, “Gladstone’s De- 
feat and the Irish Question,” and I venture to say 
that had he delivered that lecture at the late conven- 


B ^ a > T 
would to-day be one of, the most popular men im 


has given in Toronto on the Irish question; and 
while all who hav heard them agree that they are the 
best they hav ever listened to on this subject, yet 
the priests and ministers here hav the power to keep 
from attending the very people who would be most 
benefited by hearing them. 

The audience though small was appreciativ, the ap- 
plause and enthusiasm being unlimited. : At the close 
of the lecture the Secretary of the Toronto branch of 
the Irish National League, in a few eloquent remarks 
—during which he expressed the wish that every 
lover of religious and political liberty in Canada 
could hear the eloquent and instructiv lecture he had 
just listened to—moved a hearty vote of thanks, 
which was carried with cheers. I could not help 
comparing Mr. Watts’s grand plea for “reason, tol- 
eration, and intellectual rather than physical force” 
with the action of some of the parson bigots in 
Toronto, and the Rev. Dr. Kane, of Belfast, whose 
name should be spelled “Cain,” and who, from all 
accounts, is responsible for much of the bloodshed 
there during the past few weeks. 

The Rev. Dr. “ Wild” drives the bigoted Orange- 
men ^ wild " by offering to lead a regiment into Bel- 
fast to butcher the Catholics. The Rev. Dr. Potts 
volunteers as a captain in the same regiment, and 


- preaches to the “ Prentiss Boys” “tobe ready for any 


emergency and stand fast in the faith.” And so they 
drive their horrible trade, while Mr. Watts and other 
(so-called) Infidels, Secularists, and Agnostics plead 
for reason, education, and intellectual force. 

If the above should meet the eyes of the Toronto 
Masons, who lately expelled a brother for being an 
Infidel, Secularist, and Agnostic, I hope they will 
make a note of it, and oblige Kanuox. 

Toronto, Sept. 3, 1886. 


—— tO 
Rum and Missionaries. 


Among the religious items in a weekly journal de- 
voted to missionary news occurs the following: 
* Sailed for Africa, Rev. R. S. Simpson, missionary,” 
and as a part of the cargo were mentioned one hun- 
dred thousand dollars’ worth of New England rum! 
The missionary was also well provided with “revised 
versions,” and attractiv tracts, Rum and religion 
hav always gone hand in hand in orthodox New 
It isa 
well established fact that one pint of New England 
rum wil convert a negro quicker than the entire ex- 
tract of all the camp-meetings ever held. Besides, 
its oe nature is well adapted to the African’s 
needs, : 


When Mohammed went on a missionary trip he 
carried the sword in one hand, and the Koran in the 
other. He made short work of the Infidel who re- 
fused to believe. The result was satisfactory, and 
converts came in by the thousand. Now, this was the 
Mohammedan way, but the New England Christians 
can discount them in a more. spiritual way. They 
take a revised version in one hand, and a demijohn 
in the other, and if one doesn’t bring the nigger over 
to Jesus, why, the other does. 

This is an old trick of the New England Christians. 
One hundred years ago they use to freight their ships 
with missionaries on deck, and Medford rum, tobacco, 
and Bibles in the hold. These ships would sail regu- 
larly from Boston, Salem, and Beverly, but on the re- 
turn trip would deliver a cargo of Guinea humanity in 
Virginia or South Carolina ports in order that they 
might be Christianized under the lash and spur. 
Thus rum, tobacco, Bibles, Christianity, and niggers 
were made profitable all around. Then there was 
another consoling thought. As soon as the poor 
darkies had learned the beauties of religion, and had 
the devil whipped and spurred out of them, they 
were transferred to the arms of Jesus, when other- 
wise they would hav been damned certain. 

The fact is that Infidels know but little of the real 
beauties of New England Christianity, and less of 
the virtues of their rum. There are thousands of de- 
luded heathen all over the West and South who 
would willingly be converted by a quart of old Med- 
ford rum, which would put more spirits into them in 
five minutes than could be preached in in ten years. 
But this would not do. It would materially interfere 
with the comfortable salaries paid to secretaries, 
clerks, and religious printers who enjoy life in New 
York, at the expense of the simple faithful of our 
churches. It is well known that out of every dollar 
given for missionary purposes; ninty-nine cents is 
spent in New York. 

Now, if they would only stop this expensiv busi- 
ness, and establish a distillery in every parish, set the 
minister at work on the mash tubs, with the deacons 
at the furnaces, they could turn out holy rum enough 
to convert the world in less than a year. "Whereas 
by the present system they are sending the heathen 
to sheol by the wholesale, and at à cost of thousands 
of dollars for every soul sent to the burning. It is 
now a settled dogma with the improved Christians of 
the present day that the heathen who hav never 
heard of Christ are finally saved. Then why don't 
they call off their Christian hounds, who, by yelling 
Christ at them, send them all to sheol? Oh, what a 


omfortine thing is religion! -The poor, deluded In- 
gant in our degenerate . and fallen state can never 


fully appreciate it. We must hava revised version, the 


| grace of god—I spell it with a small g—and a quart 


of sanctified New England rum, to understand it. 
The missionary system has its good points, after 
all, for it rids us of a lot of incapables who hay 
not brains enough to be anything at home. It is a 
pleasant excursion to Africa and other heathen lands; 
besides, hareems are easier kept there than here, and 
the women are not so particular. We know scores 
of ministers who could be got rid of to advantage if 
they could be fitted out with $100,000 worth of New 
England rum. Well, let the good work go on, but 
we would advise the societies to stop the big salaries. 
Send out fewer missionaries and more New England 
rum, and the entire heathen world will be found 
around the communion-table in less time than it 
takes to save an ordinary soul, as things go now. T. 
———— 9-9-99———————— 


Our Theory Questioned. : 

Tar TRUTH SEEKER says it was not a serpent that tempted 
Eve, but a ‘‘ minister of the gospel.” We find this item in 
the Hebrew Standard. We want the proof before we will 
believe the assertion. We think therc were no preachers in 
heaven then, and we doubt if there are any now.—Jewish 
Times. 

e 
New Light in Iowa. 

“THe TRUTH SEEKER, a journal of Freethought and re- 
form,” published in New York, reached our sanctum this 
week. It strongly advocates Freethought, denounces 
religious intolerance, ridicules superstition, and is altogether 
a spicy, readable paper. It would at first shock the average 
reader, but it would be a good thing for civilization if it was 
in general circulation throughout this country.— New Hamp- 
ton Tribune. 


e 
A Difference of Opinion. 

A clerical gentleman in this city stated recently in a ser- 
mon that a man who didn’t believe in God was either ‘‘ an 
infamous liar or an infamous (!) fool." The dispatches from 
England tell us that the Atheist, Charles Bradlaugh, has just 
been returned to Parliament from Northampton by a large 
majority, and is, in truth, the only candidate who polled 


‘more votes than at the last election.— Denison Gazetteer. 
———— 999 ————— 


The Apostle of Liberty. 

John E. Remsburg delivered his address on '' The Apostle 
of Liberty,” Thomas Paine, on Tuesday evening, in the 
pork, The night was exceedingly hot, but an audience of 
between one hundred and two hundred listened with at- 
tentión, The address was remarkable for choice language— 
astyle st once perspicuots and ornate—an overwhelmin 
array of facts—~and was delivered with the rich voice an 

iet power of at orator. It settles the mätter, so far as 
facta can sefte it, thát Paine furnished the ideas 
dnd inspiration of the Revolutionary period; that he first 
suggested independence, and that he was one of the purest 
and best men that the cause of human liberty ever devel- 
oped. — Worthington (Minn.) Advance. 


Editorial Notes. - 


Ir is a queer thing that the Christians of Charleston, after 
their houses of worship had been damaged by the earth- 
quake to the extent of a million dollars, should hav assem- 
bled in the streets last Sunday by the thousands to worship 
* God." If they can worship the being who, according to 
their own profession of belief, has sent this great affliction 
upon them, what reasonable objection could they hav to 
worshiping the devil? But there is no accounting for the 
acts of people when once superstition has got hold of them. 


Wuen something atrocious is wanted, turn to the religious 
press. The Advocate, for instance, says: 

“ Tt is well they killed the police. Not that the police should be 
killed; but killing them made all the police in the United States the 
deadly foes of Anarchists.” 

By parity of reasoniug, it ts well that they crucified Christ. 
Not that Christs should be crucified, but crucifying him 
made all Christians the deadly enemies of the Jews, and the 
Jews, therefore, may be justly persecuted to the end of time. 
Is that your meaning, Brother Buckley ? 


* Naw Grascow, N. 8., Sept. 1, 1886. 
"To THE EDITOR oF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I think you will 
confer a favor on many of your readers if you will watch the relig- 
ious journals, and tell n8 from time to time what they say (if any- 
thing) about the Reynolds blasphemy case—the leading journals, I 
mean. I, for one, would like to know their attitude toward the 
matter. F. M. BoRDEN." 
` We share our correspondent/s curiosity to know what the 
religious editors think of the case of Mr. Reynolds, but that 
curiosity has not been gratified. Apparently they hav not as 
yet heard of it. At the same time we are kept apprised of 
the progress of Christianity in China, and the Methodist mill- 
jon for foreign missions is booming. 


Ons of the methods of keeping her people in proper sub- 
jection employed by the Roman Catholic church comes out, 
through a disagreement between two priests of Detroit. 
One priest had reason to believe that another priest had in- 
spired an article concerning the first priest in a Detroit morn- 
ing paper, which was considered libelous. The first priest 
thereupon instructed a lawyer to sue the second priest. The 
lawyer, being a good Catholic, notified the second priest that 
he was to be sued. The second priest answered that if suit 
was brought the first priest and the lawyer would both be 
excommunicated. This threat made the first priest angry, 
and he ordered the lawyer to begin proceedings right away. 
Regarding the case the lawyer said to a reporter: “I hav 
looked into the question of the threats, and don’t think they 
are well founded. Until afew years ago it-was considered 
a bad thing to sue & priest in a civil court. Such cases were 
usually relegated to ecclesiastical tribunals, and kept secret. 
You probably remember the case of Blindbury, in Kalama- 
zoo, who was excommunicated for suing Bishop Borgess. 
Blindbury was, or had been, & good Catholic, and the shock 
of the excommunication proved too much for him. He died 
soon afterward. The question was then discussed, and it 
came to be acknowledged, I believe, that a Catholic could. 
sue his priest, or even higher authorities, in civic courts. 
Anyhow, the thing has been done since repeatedly, and no 
excommunications followed.” The second priest claims that 
the recent plenary council at Baltimore made a ruling on the 
subject, and restored the old penalty. If this is so, the only 
way for a Catholic to get redress for wrongs done him by a 
priest is to first disabuse his own mind of the notion that ex- 
communication amounts to anything. But the claim of the 
priest shows very plainly why more of the priestly rascal- 
ities are not brought to public notice. 


A CORRESPONDENT sends us the following’ clipping from the 
Middletown, N. `Y., Argus: 


** A gentleman residing in Middletown, who was visiting in Sulli- 
van county last week, was attracted by eight headstones in a little 
grass-grown cemetery, near Fallsburgh, all of which stood in a 
row and were exactly alike. He got out of his wagon to look at 
them, and found that they were all children of a well-known phy- 
sician, and that all were grown when stricken down, and that the 
dates on the headstones showed that the first one died Nov. 23, 
1861, and the other seven between that date and Dec. 15th, follow- 
ing, or that the entire family of eight children had died within 
eight weeks, When speaking of the matter to friends that day, he 
was told the history of the case, which is regarded in that neigh- 
borhood as a visitation of Providence in punishment of defiance of 
the deity. The story as told is that in 1861 there was a scourge of 
diphtheria in that neighborhood, and the physician was kept busy 
treating patients suffering from that disease. He was very suc- 
cessful, and gained such confidence in his skill that he began to 
boast that he could cure any case, and went 80 far that he ‘defied 
God Almighty to produce a case of diphtheria he could not cure.’ 
In less than a week his youngest child was seized with the disease, 
and although he exercised his skill to the utmost, having not only 
professional pride but a father’s love to urge him to do his best, 
his boy grew worse and died, Onc after another his children sick- 
ened and died, until all were gone, and laid side by sido in the little 
graveyard near Fallsburgh. But one child was left, a married 
daughter; but in a few weeks she, too, was stricken down and be- 
came & victim to the dread disease.” 


Referring to the above our correspondent asks: “How do 
you account for such publications ? What is the philosophy 
involved?" In the first place, we take the risk of saying 
that the story is not true— at least, so far as the deaths fol- 


. lowing from the physician's careless remark is concerned. It 


is not the business of unbelievers to explain or investigate 
such libels as thís upon the deity. Let those who believe in 
an overruling providence, whom they worship, attend to that 
task. As for oursólvs, we wish it put upon record to our 
credit that we hav never believed in nor worshiped a being 
who would be guilty ôf taking the lives of innocent children 
for anything which their parents may hav said, and merely 
as an exhibition of his power. An act like that would dis- 
grace the record of a pirate. We account for such publica- 
fons on the theory that prevaricators are not all dead. The 
philosophy involved is that the majority of these Surviving 
prevaricators are of a religious turn of mind. : 
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lieve the revival is doing any good, for some of the 
time I was there the heat of the weather: suggested 
that hades was as near the top of the ground as ever. 

While in New Hampshire I met your young son, and 
for a night or two fortune brought us to occupy the 
same bed. I thought at the time, and since, that 
maybe King Herod had to sleep with his nephew, 
which would account for the prejudice he held against 
children, and if so I am ready to be charitable. We 
should not judge men too hastily without acquainting 
ourselvs with surrounding circumstances. Perhaps 
King Herod is a very much misrepresented historical 
character. 

I liked the looks of New Hampshire this year 
better than ever before. The farms were greener, 
the barns were fuller than last year ; people appeared 
more cheerful. I got the same horse and carriage I 
had in other years. The carriage rode easier, and 
the old horse had grown more contemplativ. He is 
a thoughtful beast. Going up-hill he stopped often 
to think, and having come to a conclusion, he would 


station. I asked the conductor where the forest and 
the lake were, and he explained that Forest Lake 
was the sheet of water down there in the woods. 
They used to call it Humphrey’s Pond. The people 
up there are developing a weakness for something 
hifalutin in names. “Sylvan Glade” is the sign 
stuck up in one place where it looks as if a picnic 
might be possible. Then away up in the godfor- 
saken town of Marlow there is, near the highway, a 
section of howling wilderness, whose natural wildness 
is somewhat saddened by the presence of some 
mournful-looking seats. This picture of desolation 
is called “Edgewood,” which givs the thing a sort 
of English turn, as it were. 

When I arrived. at Keene I found the vicinity torn 
by an excursion which had recently been made from 
there to Saratoga Springs. The railroad company 
put the fare away down, and the people responded 
nobly. If there is a resident of Saratoga within 
sound of my voice, he must remember the day. 
Everybody I met had either been on the excursion or 
was darned glad he didn’t go. Those who went 
were packed into the cars like cigars in a box, and 
rushed off to Saratoga and back with only time to 
get a drink of spring water. I heard some severe 
criticisms of the taste of Saratoga spring water. 
They said there was the flavor of old feet about it, 
and it was judged that ordinary well water drunk 
from a rubber boot in hot weather would go about as 

ood. 

à I hav been stopping most of the time up in Surry, 
close by the school-house where I went to meeting 
last year. I learned that the elder who conducted 
the services on that occasion has read my report of 
the same and don’t like it. I saw others who said it 
“touched him off just right." A revival is now in 
progress at the sqhool-house, which building bids 
fair to lose its identity as an educational institution, 
and to be given up to the service of superstition. I 
did not attend meeting. There was no need of it. 
'The parson was good enough to shout so he could be 
heard for half a mile. The sect doing business there 
is the Christian, which, I suppose, is the same as the 
Campbellite. What interested.me most about this 
church is the deacon. I knew him nearly twenty 
years ago. He was a wild coot then, and showed 
none of the distinguishing characteristics of a deacon. 
He seemed more inclined to swap horses than to do 
anything else. I never heard anything against his 
honesty, but he had the reputation of being pretty 
*grewd." I worked with him one summer haying, 
and by listening to him attentivly I learned to swear 
in quite an artistic mmunnet- for Ure So young: 
gathered things around him—a family among the 
rest—and three years ago I found him located on a 
farm near our old home, settled down steady as a 
clock, knocking pennies and dollars, in a moderate 
way, out of whatever he turned his hand to. A year 
ago I learned that he had been converted, given his 
heart to Christ, and subscribed for a religious paper. 
It is worth something to see him struggling with 
that religious paper Sunday mornings. 1 imagin he 
is not much of a theologian, and I guess he doesn't 
gather ideas so fast from printed matter as he would 
if they were spoken. His house is now the ren- 
dezvous for all the pious beats in the vicinity, and I 
couldn't help feeling for him. I am interested to see 
whether his piety is going to bring him any more 
prosperity than he enjoyed before, whether people 
are going to respect him any more, or how it will be. 
He is rather sharp, and my notion is that he won't 
invest any more in the business than he believes to 
be necessary. Further, he is gifted with a large 
amount of cautiousness. He sees his buildings in 
flames if anybody lights a pipe in the neighborhood. 
He is insured to cover all such possible catastro- 
phes, and I suppose that when the preachers came 
around and talked about worms and everlasting fire, 
and other unquenchable things, he got a little shaky 
and thought he would cast: an anchor to windward. 
He is religious on strictly business principles. I am 
going to watch this deacon and report on him from 
year to year. There may be hope for him yet. 

The man on whose premises I “lazed around” 
does not go to church. He makes no profession of 
religion, and has only that faith in Christ which one 
man of good intentions has in another. I believe that 
if Christ were a resident of Surry the confidence 
would be reciprocal, which is more than can be said 
of all who call upon his name. ` 

The prayer-meeting does not meet with any en- 
éouragement in this district. There was one called 
at the deacon’s the other evening. The minister 
started to attend, but never got there. + He avows in 
explanation that the devil met him on the road and 
turned him back, which is undoubtedly a lie. Those 
who got there had a warm time, but a young man and 
woman riding home drove off a bank and came near 
breaking their necks. It is thought that the young 
man will,be unable to turn over in bed until his 
father finds out whether the town is going to pay 
of wooden steps and a plank walk that leads off over | damages or not. Quite a number of those who at- 
the hill to them. Somewhere along in the town of | tended the prayer-meeting rushed to the scene of the 
Winchester, N. H., the train stopped and the con- ; accident, and it is reported that when some one called 
ductor announced “Forest Lake.” I looked out. A |for whisky for the sufferer, numerous bottles of it 
pair of bars down were the only visible signs of a! were produced with surprising alacrity. I don’t be- 


~ Communications. 


Idling Again. 


My Dear Brorser: When your eye falls upon 
these lines you will recall that I obtained a few days’ 
vacation this year on condition that the vacation was 
to end when I got back, and that I was not to ask 
for space in two or three issues of the paper to talk 
about idle days, and other things of that sort. Idle 
days, you remarked, did well enough for a season or 
two, but grew monotonous at last to those searching 
for variety. But you forgot that immediately upon 
my return you were to go away to the State Conven- 
tion, and that during your absence I was to run 
things according to my ideal of how a great news- 
paper should be conducted. If I work in a few words 
and get them printed while you are absent it is be- 
yond the capacity of my poor weak understanding to 
see how anything can be done about it. Leaving 
that for your consideration when you get home, I 
will proceed with the main proposition. 

There were three places which held out attractions 
for me this year. The first was Aroostook county, 
Maine. I wanted to go there. It is a handsome 
country, and J- thought when I was there two years 
ago that if the Lord had happened to get his eye on 
Aroostook county in season he never would hav 
picked out Palestine as his chosen land. But Aroos- 
took was so far away, and time was so short, I had 
to giv it up. 

The second place was a lake resort in Pennsylvania. 
My friend, Counsellor Sherman, wanted me to go 
there. He represented that the shores of the lake 
` were lined with nymphs from the . surrounding 
country, that males were very scarce there, and that 
a practical monopoly of female beauty awaited a 
young man from New York. I thought some of 
going, as you will recollect that I was advised to do 
by Mr. Somerby, who remarked casually that he 
wouldn’t mind taking it in himself. But from this 
vision I turned aside, and one day when I had a little 
leisure time I flung a few things into my old grip- 
sack, and bought a ticket for Keene, New Hampshire, 
and the scenes of my childhood, which, I may here 
remark, are still dear to my heart. I went by way of 
boat to New. London—the same old boat, and, it 
seems to me, the same old crowd of passengers. 
Here, for instance, is the woman with the squalling 
infant who reaches for the cane of the nearest male 
passenger, and calls him pa, to the great distress of 
the mother. Then there is the man in a tall white 
hat with a weed on it. His hair is long and turns 
under at the end. He has some sort of pass instead 
of a ticket. He wears a watch chain, but it is safe to 
bet dollars against doughnuts that he can’t tell the 
time of day. There is no watch on the end of the 
chain. Then here is the newly-married couple who 
sit and gaze at each other with dreamy, watery eyes, 
and yawn. Havn’t had sleep enough. Then there is 
the woman with the five-year-old boy who wants to 
know what everything is “for.” If I had to travel 
with such a boy I should turn a large barrel over him 
and sit on it. : 

I slept that night to the music of the thumping 
engin and fiendish deck-hands chasing one another 
about with trucks. When the engin stopped at New 
London and the deck-hands had ended their revels, 
the steward came and banged on my door with a 
club and told me to get ready for the train. I 
adopted his suggestion, but the train didn’t get 
ready for me for about an hour. There is a daily 
paper or two published at New London. To en- 
courage the enterprise I purchased a copy of the 
Telegraph, and was much entertained by reading in 
the column of locals that Captain So-and-so, of the 
yacht Hornet, would take a party of ladies out that day 
for a “sale.” The editor predicted an enjoyable occa- 
sion. I should say so. The paper also contained a. 
poem written especially for its columns. I giv you a 
stanza of it: 

Oh, how the entire city did gloat 
Over Osprey, dear Osprey, cool Osprey, 
And when there came an excursion boat, 
How all the people down there would float, 
Right down towards Osprey, gay Osprey. 

In the early morning we went scooting along 
through Connecticut. The scenery consisted of wire 
fence and fog, with occasional patches of water, in 
which floated some neglected rowboats half filled. 
I called it pretty dismal.. The road runs along the 
Connecticut river, which does a lively business turn- 
ing water-wheels. It.is dammed up and run through 
a flume wherever the site seems to be worth a dam, 
so to speak. Where the banks are high these dam- 
sites are frequent. I write thus without intending to 

: be profane. 

We passed by Lake Pleasant, Mass. where the 
Spiritualists hav a camp-meeting all summer. Quite 
a number of good-looking passengers got off there. 
I did not see the lake nor the camp, but I saw a lot 


took him longer to make up his mind than previously. 
His forelegs hav got sprung a little out of perpen- 
dicular. J should say they would fit pretty closely 
the inside of a barrel stave. His appetite, I was 
gratified to observe, remained unimpaired. I gave 
him his own way, and the spider spun his web undis- 
turbed between the whip and the dashboard. When 
I took the horse back to the owner, and paid for the 


food for thought to hear the owner say that old Billy 


I wondered how much money I could make taking 
other people's horses and fattening them. 

Perhaps you would like to know if I rode about 
alone all this time. I don’t mind telling you that I 
didn’t. In 1876, in writing of my vacation, I had 
some complimentary words to say about the New 
Hampshire girls. I was a boy at that time, but I 
can point with pride to the verdict then delivered: 
It is pleasing to thus be able in maturer years to look 
back with approval upon the judgments of our youth. 

I engaged in no religious discussions this year. I 
met but: one theologian, and he declined to outline his 
system of theology in any intelligible way, but I made 
it out that he deprecated the methods of preaching 
now in vogue. There were four exponents of what he 
denominated ‘this ere poppiler, carnal, hippicritical, 
blasphemin’ preachin’” toward whom he expressed a 
particular aversion. The first was “ this ere Foster 


in the adjacent school-house, surnamed Eaton; and, 
again, “ this ere Robert Ingersoll" He complained 
that these three preachers “add to and take from" 
the scriptures in a scandalous manner, and that their 
only desire is to draw large audiences. It was the 
revision of the Old and New Testaments that had 
played the mischief with Christianity, and he was 
ready to giv the world its head and let it go to the 
devil. . Other people wouldn't listen to his preaching, 
and he wouldn't listen to theirs. Having thus de- 
livered himself, my friend slapped his leg and 
laughed uproariously. That was all I could get out 
of him. 

Denman Thompson, the actor who plays Josh 
Whitcomb, livs about seven or eight miles from 
Keene. He played his new piece, * The Old Home- 
stead,” in Keene while I was there, and I went to see 
him. It seemed rather superfluous to bring a char- 
acter like Josh Whitcomb into that neighborhood. 


good Joshes in the audience as the one on the stage, 
and Thompson’s funniest sayings were household 
words to them. When Uncle Josh pulled off his 
cowhides in the parlor of his New York friend, and 
squinted lengthwise them from heel to toe, with the 
remark that there was some “ darned good leather in 
them boots,” it neéd not hav struck the New Hamp- 
shire man as odd. He is likely to do and say the 
same thing himself any day. 

I hav not told you much about my personal do- 
ings on this vacation, because I hav done nothing in 
which anyone but myself could take an interest. I 
hay idled away the time as I meant to do. I sat 
under the old apple-tree in the dooryard, where we 
used to roll about when we were boys. The tree is 
dead and furnishes hardly any shade; so I sat in the 
sun and watched the summer clouds go over, like 
ships sailing.in the sky. The old times came back, 
and old familiar faces clustered around, and I saw 
them best.with closed eyes. The hum of bees and 
drone of vagrant flies sounded now as then, and 
with their music came memories, floating, drifting, 
appearing and disappearing, like things seen through 
a glass reversed, distant but distinct. Thus I saw 
my friends not only as they are now, but as I knew 
them then; not only those who still walk the earth, 
but those who hav sunk back to that dreamless sleep 
from which they first awakened on this life. So un- 
der the old apple-tree I. dozed and dreamed till the 
days of my vacation slipped by and -work called me 
back to New York. Here I am once more in the 
swim, among the types, and the wads of manuscript, 
and the piles of papers. The world turns slowly 


take a long breath and go on again. I imagined it . 


use of him about what he would sell for, it gave me - 


was in better condition than when I took him out. — 


" 1 mu i y 
Over, in Westmoreland ; , Seq nd, Maury, Ward. 


The woods are full of them. There were just as - 
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again, and the days that hav been so short of late 
hav resumed their accustomed length. I hope all 
your readers hav enjoyed a vacation as pleasant, and 
that when it was ended they dropped back to a work 
as congenial to them as mine is to me. 
Gzoras E. MACDONALD. 


—— —9-—$-49———— — —— 
The Unequal Contest. . 

Ib wil be noticed that the writers of the new 
books which deal with the labor problem all agree 
that the &tate, its laws, and the enforcement thereof, 
hav much to do with the solution of the knotty prob- 
Jem of labor. 

That they are right in this assumption there is not 
the slightest doubt. Some faint idea of the disad- 
vantage and disproportion of the conflict between 
capital and the just rights of the employed may be 
gathered from the following: On one side we hav 
laborers presenting their grievances and asking for 
relief, with nothing but justice to sustain them. On 
the other side we hav, first, the colossal money-kings 
: with a power approaching the miraculous; second, 
their envious followers, not possessing so much, but 
bending every energy to reach the size of their 


* piles ? third, the well-to-do wage-workers, whose | 


salaries are good, labor light, and who, as they see no. 
cause to complain, oppose complaints from ‘others; 
fifth, the “stability of society,” which, ` dreading 
a revolutionary shock, is firmly opposed .to a rad- 
ical change in anything; sixth, the opposition of the 
church. We may as well say it first as last, the 
colossal money-kings use the other five objectors as 
fencing sticks to keep labor just where it is—namely, 
in bondage. To their followers just at their heels 
they turn and say: “If you want to reach us.in im- 
portance and riches, you must deal with labor with 
an iron hand, for it is from labor that we get all we 
hav, or ever expect to hav. Be sure that they do not 
get justice, for if they should they might hav some 
of it to spare for us, and we hay not, nor never did 
hav, any use for that commodity." To the satisfied 
wage-workers they hold up the dread of dismissal. 
To the “stability of society " they direct their news- 
papers to hold up the awful horror. of a state of Com- 
munism; to enlarge upon, to misrepresent, to exag- 
gerate, the utterances of every friend of labor; to 
bundle them all up in one package, and, labeling it 
Anarchistic, denounce them all as enemies to the well- 
being of society, and highly revolutionary and dan- 
gerous. To the kid-gloved and perfumed darlings 
of the church, cultured, ascetic gentlemen who trade 
in goodness at so much per year, they inue direc- 
i MONE ^ ha anhiant in af divina 
Wik "in tei Yt is Tonrly sot Yorth that the Bondi 
tion of the workingmen at the present day is the 
wil of almighty God, should be more frequently 
preached. Also anathema and threats of excom- 
munication against those who join secret societies or 
associations. The above orders are faithfully executed 
and payments for such services promptly made, and 
everybody except the poor workingman is supremely 
happy. . 
To the ignorant masses the word of the church isa 
` command from God, and, no matter how unreasonable 
nor how hurtful it may be to their interests, they will 
follow it. But not all, as we hav reason to believe. 

The recent edict of the Catholic church against the 
Knights of Labor may open the eyes of thousands to 
a fact that people hav failed to see for centuries— 
namely, that all churches, Catholic or Protestant, are 
hand in glove with moneyocracy. One of the 

` cardinal creeds of all churches—that of a heavenly 
recompense for the ills, suffering, and poverty of this 
life—is of itself enough to indict the whole scheme 
as a bugaboo, originating in the cunning brain of the 
“ governing class.” With not a particle of common 
sense, much less reason,in them, religions and their 
creeds hav been rammed down the throats of the 
people for ages. They hav been liberally supported, 
for they dealt with a subject that no one ever really 
knew anything about, and as they claimed they hada 
revelation from God on the subject, thousands, too 
lazy or too incapable of thinking about its credibility, 
accepted it as such, joined the church, and secured a 
ticket for heaven. This, of course, in itself is but a 
harmless myth; but when the church leaves its 
legitimate business of dealing in futures, and 
arrogates the right to command its followers to do 
that which is directly contrary to their physical, 
mental, and moral well-being, then it’s about time to 
face about and say to the church, Who and what are 
you, anyhow? It is safe to say that to a reasonable 
inquirer its reply will be very lame and wonderfully 
impotent. 

Based upon the lowest superstitions of the igno- 
rant in the remote ages, it has been enlarged, modern- 
ized, and added to as occasion required, but, still 
adhering to its baseless fabrications, it should be 
swept away as any old rotten lumber is in the 
erection of a new and better edifice. So long as it 
confined itself to singing lullabies to good old ladies, 
and telling fibs over the remains of its dead mem- 
bers, so long as it was a convenient refuge for the 
physically weak and not mentally strong members of 
our families, where they could earn an easy living 
preaching milk-and-water sermons to admiring con- 


gregations, why, we make no objection to it—quite a 
harmless diversion, the same as any other amuse- 
ment. 
shall blindly allow injustice and wrong to be heaped 
upon us and take a draft payable after death in pay- 
| ment for it, then I think it is about time to snatch 
off its veil, as the veil of the Great Mokanna was 
lifted, and show the world what a hideous, rotten 
humbug it is. r 
this is the nineteenth century, that the people 
are becoming more enlightened every day, and that 
its interference in matters pertaining to labor and 
with the Knights of Labor.may be one of the very 
worst moves it ever made. 
hav nothing to do with religion—the order was 
formed to protect the rights of its members from the 
unjust encroachments of monoply and greed. And 


But when it tarns around and says that we 


Let the church of Rome remember 


The Knights of Labor 


that a church who professes to hav the welfare of its 
members at heart should take sides with its bitterest 
foe ought to be reason enough for'a wholesale exodus 
from that church. Stand by your order.: God will 
never punish a man for doing right. . 

l Wa. ALLEN SMITE. 


pe 2 Mixed Pickles. 

It is said that a deacon of a Greenville, Pa., church 
has a string of buttons a yard long, said buttons 
having been.“ chipped.in”-to the contribution-box at 


various. times by the devout parishioners. I. don’t 


doubt this story at all. Neither do I -doubt that, 
when members chipped in a button or buttons, they 
chipped in full value for all they received ‘spiritually, 


. and: had. they chipped: them in as buttons no -fault 
.coúld. hav been found with them justly; but they 


chipped them in as so many shekels, the hypocrits. 
Many a deacon, if of long standing, can tell a simi- 
lar story, I guess, button-giving Christians (?) being 
far plentier than angels’ visits, in my opinion. While 
posing as “cheerful givers” to the church, they bam- 
boozle the Lord with buttons, many of which, no 
doubt, are iron, which is fairly running the iron into 
the soul of the Lord, as I look at it. If the aggre- 
gate of buttons is not what it should be—I mean 
what it might be—what a story the pie-plates, hats, 
and boxes could tell of brummagem coins and 
“queer” notes, eh? The deacons wouldn't “giv it 
away,” probably, but there is no doubt that the 
church contribution-box is a great place for. the 
“shoving of the queer” and the getting rid of bogus, 
sweated, and mutilated coins. If the getting of the 
* queer" into these receptacles was the last of it, it 
would be well and good, and that all the * queer" 
noiaht gat thera to atay would ba a consummation 
devoutly to be wished; but I hav no better opinion 
of the average deacon than to think he would send it 
.on its way again with the specious argument that he 
doesn’t know it is bad.. If I wrong the average dea- 
con, I am willing to be forgiven by him. 


A weekly is to be started in London to be called 
the Harth. Its mission is to prove, if it can, that 
the-earth is flat; and stationary, and not round and 
revolving according to the * pagan fictions of Kepler 
and Newton," so largely and alarmingly accepted by 
the people of the earth. We read in the Bible of 
the * pillars and foundations of the earth," and those 
who take their Bible straight can't see where said 
* pillars and foundations" come in with & round and 
whirling earth, you know. “The society which is to 
publish this hebdomadal is of this class, and is now 
begging “those who love their Bibles" to chip in 
each a few shillings monthly to help the thing along. 
Doubtless the shekels will be forthcoming, with more 
or less buttons, and we shall soon see what we shall 
See in the way of proof in the direction mentioned. 
I hav no doubt that the first number will prove the 
Earth to be “flat.” Anyhow, it should be welcomed, 
as we shall then be able to find many more people 
who do not * want the Earth” than we can find at 
present. 


“Riots in Belfast, Ireland.” Thus the press styles 
the fights in the Irish city. Rioting, eh? Why, it 
is almost up to the dignity of civil war—quite up to 
the implacability of religious war. Yes, the citizens 
of the Irish city are engaged in a religious war, 
shooting, stoning, and clubbing one another to death 
for Jesus’s sake! Catholics murdering Protestants, 
Protestants murdering Catholics, for the love of God! 
Religious history from the days of the way-back 
repeating itself. Never since the aforesaid days were 
religions combatants more bitter, relentless, and ruth- 
less than the warring Irishmen of to-day. Figura- 
tivly it is war to the knife and the knife to the hilt. 
I say figurativly, guns and stones being the weapons 
used instead of knives. But the intent is the same. 
With guns and stones they fight to the death, if pos- 
sible, which it too often is, and all for the sake of 
Jesus! Men, women, and children are shot down 
because they are Catholics. Men, women, and chil- 
dren stoned to death because they are Protestants ! 
And this murder most foul religionists hay been do- 
ing ever since religion first came into the world to 
curse the world, and, I suppose, it will be done until 
the religion of superstition. givs way to the religion 
of humanity. en that time comes the millenium 


will hav come, and the world up from and out of the 
slough ‘of superstition will go on its way rejoicing, : 
led by progress, which has been fettered ever since 
pagan Rome went over to Christianity. 


John Wilberforce Kennion is dead. J. W. K. was 


a preacher of the “gospel” whose church was the 
highway. His audiences were composed of bums, 
hoodlums, and Zes miserables of both sexes. 
church in the open, with his tatterdemalion congre- 
gations, he would not hav exchanged for the most 
imposing “sacred ” edifice in Christendom, with its. 
fashionable worshipers in purple and fine linen. The 
“gospel” with him was the gospel practical. 
fed his listeners, who oftentimes were suffering from 
hunger. 
and called: them brothers. 
would he try to befriend them, and his ways were 
the most practical of all ways. 
“ Ask from on high and ye shall receive," “ Repent 


His 


He 


He took miserable wretches by the hand 
In every way possible 


His gospel was not, 


or ye will be damned!” That was not his gospel at 
all. His gospel was, “Come up here, brothers and 
sisters who are hungry, and take hold of this bread 
and coffee. There is plenty, and you are welcome. 
Fat and fill yourselvs "That was Kennion’s gospel, 
but not the whole of it. After they had fed he would 
giv them some of the sensible precepts of the Bible 
—old, however, before the latter book was collated 
by priests—and then go round among them and as- 
sure them that he would do all in his power for those 
who would try to be men and women, meaning what 
he said, too; and many a one has he helped from the 
gutter, where rum had formerly sent him. Is there 
a fashionable preacher of the gospel in this wide, 
wide world, presiding over a gilded congregation, 
that would do as John W. Kennion did? Not one, 
for ducats—not one! Hypocrits and Pharisees as 
they are, in toto, how much less as a mat’ is any 
picked one of them than was John W. Kennion! I- 
don't believe that Kennion was any more imbued 
with Bible doctrins than I am, but he knew he would 
hav to work the gospel racket to enable him to touch 
the sympathies of the priest-ridden public, and do 
good to those who needed it, and he worked it for 
that purpose; but to the gospel of superstition was 
added the gospel of the man himself, the leaven that 
made his preaching palatable to those who hungered 
for bread and not stones! The benediction of How- 
ard, who wrote of Kennion, was, “ May his soul rest 
in peace.” Knowing nothing of what is meant by 
soul, as does Howard, I say, “ May his body rest in 
peace,” in which case his soul most assuredly will, 
and his memory be kept green by those whom he 
benefited more than any parson ever did. 


Sı Sroxvw. 
€— [CÓ 


The Injured Boonton God. . 


Some forty years ago, when I published the Pleas- 
ure Boat in Maine, Wm. Coates, of Boonton, N. J., 
met with a copy of it and subscribed for it, and in a 
short time I had quite a list of subscribers in that 
town. When I killed my paper by opposing that 
iniquitous war against the South, which I hav never 
repented, I advised them to take the Boston Jnves- 
tigator, the only Liberal paper that I knew at that 
time. 

It appears that the seed sowed by those two and 
other later papers has taken root, and is about to 
bear some glorious good fruit and a fine crop. The 
Liberals there, as you know, invited Mr. Reynolds 
to come with his tent and giv them some lectures, 
and the result is that the ignorant bigots hav got 
him under bonds for blasphemy. 

This is the same old spirit that drove the stake, 
tied John Rogers to it, and lighted the fagots that 
consumed him ; the same spirit that has put millions 
of the best people to death for not believing in an un- 
seen, unknown, and imaginary God, the myth of 
ignorant brains; and the time will come when the 
names of those who hav committed this outrage will 
stink in the nostrils of all good men, as the names of 
the old persecutors now do in the nostrils of the 
most pure and enlightened of our age. 

If the Boonton God had power to create this uni- 
verse out of nothing, by simply saying, “ Let it be 
done!” if he could create a man out of dust, and a 
full-sized woman out of a small, dry bone; if he 
could drown a whole world for its wickedness, and 
rain fire and brimstone from heaven to destroy 
wicked cities; if he could speak with man’s voice 
through an ass to reprove a venal prophet, and strike 
a man dead for blasphemy, as they say he does now, 
it would hav been much wiser to hav left Mr. 
Reynolds in his care than to hav put forth their own 
puny, fallible hands to deal with him by human laws 
which are of no force except when backed up by 
sword and gun, which their master repudiated. Let 
this case turn as it may, whether Mr. Reynolds is 
convicted or not, this action of the bigots will be the 
death of the Boonton church, and they had better get 
rid of it the easiest way they can. 

Toil on, O ye faithful! and fear not to suffer; 

The blood of the martyrs can never be lost ; 

A world saved from priests will at length be your trophy, 

And worth more by millions than all it will cost. 


Berlin, N. J. J. HAOKER. 
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The Great Earthquake. 

In all respects the most disastrous earthquake 
shock ever felt in this country visited Charleston, S. 
C., and vicinity on the night of Tuesday, August 
91st. Half the city was wrecked or burnt; above 
ninety persons were killed by falling walls, and a 
hundred were injured. Ten distinct shocks were 


Men and women could be seen kneeling everywhere, 
offering up prayers, and the falling walls crushed 
and killed them as they prayed. To suppose that 
any of the prayers were answered would be absurd. 
It is equally absurd to suppose that any prayer depend- 
ing upon the intervention of some deity ever was an- 
swered. God never stood between any person and 
danger. He did not stand between Garfield and the 
bullet of the assassin, nor between the Rev. George 
Haddock and his murderers. He did not stop one 
brick or stone from falling upon those who knelt to 
implore his assistance when all other help was out of 
reach. It is about time these truths were realized. 
They are taught by every manifestation of nature, 
and they hav received a fresh illustration from the 
Charleston holocaust. 

The earthquake shocks still continue intermittently, 
and the inhabitants of the stricken city are living in 
tents. Appeals for financial aid are being sent out 
and generously responded to from all over the 
country. Shocks hav been felt in at least a dozen 
states besides South Carolina, though nowhere with 


such severity as in Charleston. 
————*À9—— ———— 


Roman Catholic Encroachment. 


. The priest in charge of the Roman Catholic parish 
at Keene, New Hampshire, deserves special recogni- 
tion from the pope. He has set himself at work to 
provoke a public school fight in that city, and has 
succeeded. Some two years ago he endeavored to 
get himself elected to the school board, but failing 
after two attempts, he turned his attention to the 
erection of a parochial school, which was completed 
last winter, and dedicated by holding in it a fair of a 
week's duration. For weeks previous to this the 
priest sent members of his congregation around 


among the Protestants for signatures and money for 
chances on different articles to be voted for at the 
fair. Merchants declining to subscribe were to be 
boycotted; no Catholic should patronize them. By 
this method some three thousand dollars was raised 
direct from Protestants. Thus the parochial school 
was dedicated and paid for. The total cost was 
$8,000. : 

The next concern of the priest was to get material 
for his Catholic-manufactory. 
favored him. A large pu 
torn down to make way for a new street, and the 
children were without a school-room. A quarrel was 
in progress concerning the rebuilding of the institu- 
tion, and this quarrel, there is reason to believe, the 
priest has been instrumental in aggravating. During 


felt, the first being by far the most violent. Brick 
buildings fell like cob houses. Great fissures rent 
the earth, and a strong sulphurous odor pervaded 
the air. Doubtless many people died without an 
effort to escape, believing this to be indeed the judg- 
ment day. To add fresh terror to the situation, fire 
broke out, and the wrecked city was illuminated by 
flames. Everybody came out of doors, and the 
scenes of confusion and distress were beyond 
description. B 
This earthquake, occurring so near home, has 
aroused new interest in the subject of seismology, 
and various theories of the cause of these tremendous 
convulsions are being advanced. The explanation 


most generally accepted is about as follows: The 
planet which we inhabit was once a sun, and as such 
constituted a molten mass of fire. The outside of 
course cooled first, solidifying and forming a crust 
after the fashion of the hardened peel of a lemon. 
We all know that a heated body contracts as it cools. 
So with the earth; as the heat escapes and the in- 
terior mass diminishes in size the outward crust must 
adapt itself to its shrinking support. In settling, the 
hardened portion breaks, and portions of it are 
pushed outward. Thus were thrown up mountain 
ranges, and thus were caused the unevennesses 
visible upon the surface of the earth. In times 
past, when the crust was comparativly thin, these 
changes must hav been accompanied with tremendous 
upheavals and contortions, compared with which 
modern earthquakes are mere local disturbances. At 
present the process is slow, and is accomplished im- 
perceptibly except where the crust is thinnest. It is 
undoubtedly continuous, and at some portion or 
other of the surface of our globe a perpetual tremor 
might be noted. The reasons for believing that this 
is the true explanation of earthquake shocks hav been 
briefly summarized as follows: 

1. From very many observations made in mines, artesian 
wells, etc., it is discovered that there is an increase of tem- 
perature from the surface downward, and that this increase 
is so great that a degree of heat sufficient to melt all known 
rocks is soon reached. 

2. By certain geological agencies certain rocks from below 
are brought to the surface in mountain building, and these 
rocks show evidence of having been greatly heated, and 
even of having been melted. 

8. Molten matter in very large quantities comes up from 
the interior of the earth through crevasses and volcanic 
veins. Besides these lines of evidence there are many 
accessory facts which tell the same story. 


One of the saddest results of this terrible disaster 
at Charleston was the exhibition of superstition 
which it evoked. The reports say that upon all 
sides could be heard such exclamations as “My 
God! save us!" “God hav mercy on us sinners!” 


the hottest of the contest the priest throws open the 
doors of his ample parochial school, and invites par- 
ents to send their children. 
are enrolled, which include nearly all the children of 
School age in the district. 
the little flies walk into the parlor of the spider. He 
then causes a paragraph to be inserted in a local 
paper asking why there is any reason in going to the 
expense of building & new public school, since the 


Three hundred pupils 


The scheme works, and 


scholars are already accommodated by the Catholic 
institution. The editor admits that it would be 
“money thrown away.” Whether the priest has as 
yet asked for an appropriation from the state school 
money we are not prepared to say, but that he will 
do so is beyond a doubt, and that he will get it is 
about equally certain. The people of the vicinity 
seem to be too blind or too stupid to realize the drift 
of events. The local press is dumb and dare not be 
otherwise. The shadow of the bat is on the roofs of 
the city. 


————— 1 oe 
A Christian Writes Us. 


From Spring City, Pa., we get the following by 
due course of mail: p 

“‘Sirs—Enemies of the Cross of Christ: I received from 
your office a miserable sheet called Tug TRuTH SEEKER which 
I put in the stove you need not send me &ny more such 
hash. for i 

* I hav found the truth in Jesus Christ glory to God. The 
law came by Moses but grace and truth by Jesus Christ hal- 
lelujah bless the Lord. 

** He is the first principle of truth. 

** Whom you've got to accept or be lost. So you better 


accept him now. for you are not one step nearer the truth |, 


than when you started your Infidel sheet, but you are worse 
men and you know it. i 

*' there is not a man of good principle among you for none 
such would connect himself to your foul sheet. 

“ You men are what is called a lot of learned ignoramuses. 
I would rather be a'slave on New Orleans levy than to be 
one of your spirit. 

" You are not worthy a home in this land, 
| #0 ye generation of vipers, —  ; 


* I do not want to hear anything from you here after un- 
less it is that it is you are soundly converted to God 

** In the meantime I will pray ANDREW ORTLIP.” 

We will cheerfully promis not to send Mr. Ortlip 
any more papers if he will kindly agree to write us 
no more letters. We are gradually growing weary 
of his style of literature, of which we are of late in 
too frequent receipt. It is a peculiarity of fellows like 
Ortlip that they cannot conceal their ears, even in 
writing. It has never occurred to them that decency 
is among the religious requirements, as perhaps it is 
not. Some of the vilest, most indecent, and most 
profane language that could be conveyed on paper 
has come to us from Christian sources, from writers 
who professed to be outraged by the contents of Tur 
TRUTH SEEKER. 
superior specimen, has the courtesy to address his 
letter to “ Skunk Nest, 33 Clinton Place, New York.” 


Mr. Ortlip himself, though a rather - 


We would not endeavor to make a Freethinker of © 


this man. Those who ought to know hay assured us 


that it is impossible to manufacture a silk purse out - 


of a pig’s ear, and Mr. Ortlip does not contain the 
stuff that Freethinkers are made of. That he and 
the class of which he is a type hav attached them- 
selvs to Christianity is no cause of regret to us, but 
we hereby extend our sympathy to the Galilean re- 
former, in whom Mr. Ortlip professes to hav found 
the truth. Christ had a cross to bear while he lived, 
but it was a beatitude compared with what has been 
inflicted upon him in the name of religion since his 
death. : 

* In the mean time," concludes Mr. Ortlip, *I will 
pray.” We may add that in the mean time, also, the 
donkey will bray. 


The Unitarians. ; 
The Lutheran Observer of July 30th has a very 
clear editorial upon the break in the Unitarian ranks, 


and its conclusions are strictly logical. Unitarianism ' 


originally was a protest against orthodoxy, and as 
such was heresy. For years Unitarians maintained a 
creedless religion, and were consistent religious re- 
formers. They would adopt no form of ‘creed, 
simply calling themselvs Christians. As an authori- 
tativ label this was finally objected to and dropped, 
and they then 


— we pear 


At their last meeting, the name of God was objected 


to also, on the ground that-the word God was 
dogmatic, and they wanted no dogmatic test to fel- 


lowship—that “the proper basis of Unitarianism was 


ethical, and not in any sense dogmatic or theological.” 
A resolution declaring their purpose “to promote 
pure Christianity,” and another “to promote love to 
God and love to man,” were both voted down, and 
the only thing they could unite on was a declaration 
of their purpose “to promote truth, righteousness, 
and love.” In Unity of August 25th the difference 
between the old and the new is set forth in parallel 
columns as follows : 

1. Is belief in God essential to Unitarianism ? i 

The Christian or Theistic 
party in the West answer, 
yes! 

2. Is worship essential to Unitarianism ? 

The Christian or Theistic The Ethical or Unity party 
party answer, yes! answer, no! 

8. Is belief in immortality essential to Unitarianism ? 

The Christian or Theistic The Ethical or Unity party 
party answer, yes! answer, no! 


answer, no! 


ship of Jesus Christ, and the historic and vital connection of 
our movement with the Christian church ? 

The Christian or Theistic t 
party answer, yes! answer, not necessarily ! 

5. Ought our ministry to be open to non-believers in God, 
immortality, and worship, if such non-beliefers desire to 
enter or remain in it? 

The Christian or Theistic The Ethical or Unity party 
party answer, no! &nswer, yes! 

6. Ought our Unitarian name to be regarded as one which 
may properly be appropriated by Agnostics, Materialists, or 
Atheists ? 

The Christian or Theistic The Ethical or Unity party 
party answer, no! answer, yes! 

7. Ought our conferences, associations, and other general 
organizations which hav administrativ or missionary func- 
tions, and ask contributions from our churches to carry on 
the same, to stand on a distinctly Christian or Theistic basis 
of declared aim and purpose? . 

The Christian or Theistic The Ethical or Unit; party 
party answer, yes! answer, no! "T 
8. Ought money contributed to any of our denominational 
organizations for Unitarian missionary purposes to be used 
to ‘ giv assistance to any church or organization which does 
not rest distinctly upon the Christian basis ?” 

The Christian or Thcistic 
party answer, no! answer, yes! . 

9. To sum up in & word, Is Unitarianism essentially or 
necessarily Christian or Theistic ? ; ; 

The Christian or Theistic The Ethical or Unity party 
party answer, yes! answer, no! | EC 
[10.] On the question of the esséntialness of ethics, both are 
agreed. ; : vx tae x : 


invited all to fellowship with them 


The Ethical or Unity party | 


'The Ethicalor Unity party 


The Ethicalor Unity party ' 


4. Ought emphasis to be placed on the spiritual leader- ' 


Cw 
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[11.] On the essentialness of ' Freedom, Fellowship, and 


Character," both are agreed. 


[12.] On the essentialness of ** Truth, Righteousness, and 


Love," both are agreed. 


[18.] Both parties unite in saying, Men must believe in all 
these in order to be true Unitarians; there is no true Uni- 


tarianism which leaves these out. 
Then we separate; and in this wise. 


The Christian or Theistic 


party say, To these Ethical 


&nd Freethought essentials 
must be added certain Chris- 
tian and Theistic essentials, 
viz.: At least belief in God, 
worship, the immortal life, 
and. the moral and spiritual 
leadership of Jesus. These 
are precisely as necessary 
and fundamental in Unita- 
rianism as are Ethics and 
Freethought. Unitarianism 
is an arch, one foot of which 
rests upon Ethics, and the 
other upon Christian The- 


. ism. It is equally impossi- 


- tials. 


Bo far we go together. 


The Ethizal or Unity party 
say, No! Unitarianism is & 
structure no part of which 
rests fundamentally on any 
Christian or Theistic belief 
whatever, not even belief in 
God. Ethics and Free- 
thought exhaust its essen- 
The Christian and 
Theistic beliefs named used 
to be regarded generally as 
necessary; but that they are 
so wedeny. We contend for 
a new interpretation of Uni- 
tarianism which shall place 
these among non-essentials. 
Individually most of us be- 


church, which the Rev. J.-Benson, now of Brooklyn, 
had brought to a high state of efficiency, the whole 
city, of all denominations, congratulated the Method- 
ists, and Mr. Foster resigned his position in the 
Chestnut street church, and hired a pew at Trinity, 
to be with his beloved pastor. 

In June last Mr. Foster began to get suspicious of 
his wife. He pretends that if any one had told him 
the first of that month that anything was wrong he 
would hav kicked him out of the house. It did not 
take him long to learn some surprising facts, and he 
sent his wife away to Newport. He alleges a belief 
that either she or the minister needed a vacation. 
Then he began suit for a separation, and the con- 
spiracy has now taken alegal form. 

Of course there will be but one comment upon the 
conduct of Mr. Foster. His is inconsiderate in the 
extreme, and ean hav but a narrow and. restricted 


The Sad Fortunes of the Rev. Mr. Goodell. 


It is but a short year ago that Tue Trurs SEEKER 
felt impelled, in the interests of true piety, to point 
out that a conspiracy was being concocted to get the 
Rev. Mr. Downs, of Boston, into deep trouble. It 
will be recalled that the Rev. Mr. Downs was dis- 
covered scantily attired in the private apartment of a 
parishioner’s wife, and that the lady in question was 
not at the time much better prepared for a cold snap. 
The explanation given by the Rev. Mr. Downs was 
perfectly satisfactory to an unprejudiced mind. The 
lady was to go away the next day, and he had merely 
been assisting her to pack a trunk. To do this, the 
weather being warm, he had removed his coat, his 
waistcoat, and his shoes.. No one wearing shoes can 
pack a trunk as it ought to be packed. The woman’s 
destitute condition as regards clothing was accounted 


- get little consolation. 


ble to take away either foun- 
dation without destroying 
the arch. 


lieve, and believe earnestly, 
in these, and sincerely wish 
others generally to do the 
same. But this is purely an 
individual matter. These 
Christian and Theistic be- 
liefs are no necessary part of 
Unitarianism, and need not 
be declared to be. Nothing 
is essential to Unitarianism 
but Ethics and Freethought. 


This position of the Unity party has led to a 
split. Every religious body contains such grow- 
ing men who, sooner or later, will take a look 
over the fence around the church. Unitarians had 
no formulated creed, but they did hav an un- 
written one as conservativ and strong with them as 
the unwritten constitution of England. It was this 
unwritten creed that drove Putnam and Miln from 
their ranks, after they had previously outgrown 
Methodism. But in every religious body also there 
are men who drag at the coat-tails of the lookers 
over the fence and beseech them to come back and be 
contented with the little narrow strip of sky between 
the church walls and the fence. It is a wonder how 
this party in the Unitarian ranks ever broke away 
from orthodoxy: But they hav now united against 
the majority of the conference that passed the reso- 
lution which formulated their “creed” into the 
ethical purpose of promoting truth, ‘righteousness, 


| love. Several churches full of this kind of men 
BAG dede ER TR thes full o£ this kind and de- 


clared their resolve to form a new organization and 
carry on their work hereafter on a distinctivly Chris- 
tian basis. 

. All of this is, as we said, not surprising. So soon 
as a religious body breaks away from its previous be- 
liefs, the door is opened for unlimited heresy. It is 
the most natural thing in the world for those who 
once were satisfied to reject all the dogmas of Chris- 
tianity but the belief in God, to finally realize that 
God is also what men make him. Philosophical 
Agnosticism, expounded by so great a thinker as 
Herbert Spencer, must inevitably attract many of the 
best minds in the Unitarian church, and with them a 


. ereedal definition of the “ Unknowable ” is impossible. 


The past four or five years hav seen Unitarians grow- 
ing into Agnostics or conservativly defining them- 
selvs as Theists. It is impossible for these to agree 
upon a creed, and so the growth culminating in 
the resolution which precipitated the split is only the 
logical outcome of the first breaking away from 
orthodoxy. The old-school Unitarians, with their 
unwritten creed, and their determination to work on 
a distinctivly Christian basis, will be taken back to 
the bosom of orthodox Protestantism, and the Ag- 
nostics, who work only to promote truth, righteous- 
ness, and love, will shortly be classed among the out- 
spoken Infidels. In this separation the Unitarians 
The orthodox exultingly say 
that they are reaping, in Agnosticism and unbelief, 


. What they hav been sowing by denouncing creeds 


and confessions of faith, and the Infidels say that 
while heretofore Unitarianism has been neither fish, 
flesh, nor fowl, it will now be possible to classify it 
among religious sects, and they will rejoice over the 
accessions to the ranks of the Agnostics. The split, 
like the Protestant Reformation, was as inevitable as 
the progress of the race, and the result must cer- 
tainly count on the side of truth. 


PERHAPS the most readable article, as it is sure to be the 
most read, of any in the September number of the Worth 
American Review, is the novelist Ouida’s contribution on 
“ Female Suffrage.” The fact that such an article has been 
written by & woman is stronger argument than any reason- 
ing it contains against extending the franchise to her sex. 


for by the fact that, her dress was in the trunk. As 
we pointed out at the time, there was nothing about 
all this that a knowledge of the ways of preachers 
would not lead ‘anyone to expect. In spite of that 
fact, Parson Downs has been persecuted and despite- 
fully used. Nevertheless, it seems that the Lord 
was with him, since he has been more popular than 
ever before, and has brought numerous souls to 
Christ that might otherwise still be dead in their 
sins. 

We are now called upon to chronicle another case 
of conspiracy against a truly good man and preacher 
of the gospel, this time in Rhode Island. It seems 
that the Methodist Episcopal church at Providence, 
in that state, is always in hard luck. A few years 
ago one of the most popular preachers of this de- 
nomination was the Rev. Mr. Whitcher, who was the 
idol of his people. He spread amazing grace around 
his parish with a gifted and unsparing hand, and 
was believed by good Methodists to be a special 
messenger from heaven, ordained to save Providence 
(R. I.) and its suburbs. But Mr. Whitcher had a 
fondness for rare books, and the more expensiv they 


were the more he longed for them. This led him to 
| Steal from private and public libraries all the rare 
and expensiv books he could lay his hands on, with 


the result that he was apprehended as a thief. 


When the Methodists had recovered from the 
shank of this blow. they cast about for a new pastor, | 
a preference being expressed for & man with less 


strongly marked literary proclivities than the Rev. 
Mr. Whitcher possessed. Out of the obscurity of a 
small town in Massachusetts, the Rev. Charles L. 
Goodell, the subject of this memoir, finally received 
the call. He was a young and engaging person 
physically, and displayed great vivacity and enthu- 
siasm. When something ornamental in the way of a 
speech was. required, Mr. Goodell could be de- 
Close watch upon his actions satisfied 


pended upon. 
his congregation that Mr. Goodell would not steal 
books, and they were happy; but the mother-in-law 
was inconsiderate enough one day to discover her 
daughter’s husband occupying a ministerial attitude 
toward a good-looking young woman in the back par- 
lor, and a domestic cloud arose. Out of this, how- 
ever, the pastor emerged triumphantly, and the con- 
ference gave him a new charge, with their blessing 
and a larger salary attached. It is a rule of the 
Methodist church that no one parish shall hav the 
‘monopoly of a good-looking minister for more than 
two or three years. Variety is the spice of a Meth- 
odist parson’s existence. But now another blow has 
fallen, and it is emphasized by affidavits of witnesses 
connecting the pastor, again ih a ministerial capac- 
ity, with a certain, or uncertain, Mrs. Foster, whose 
husband sues for a divorce. Other women are also 
named. The testimony of Pastor Goodell’s wife, it 
is said, sets forth that it has been several years 
since he has treated her with “due consideration.” 
All this, of course, is persecution. 

Perhaps the most disgusted man connected with 
the affair is Mr. Foster. He first met Goodell at the 
Chestnut street church. He admired the pastor very 
much, and so, unfortunately, did his wife. Foster 
was one of the richest members of the church, and 
the superintendent of the Sunday-school. The Fos- 
ters, the account says, had a luxurious home, and 
into the family the Goodells were taken. When 
Mrs. Foster was at her summer residence in Bristol, 
and Mr. Foster was absent at his business, the Rev. 
Goodell, in pursuance of his ministerial duties, also 
went to Bristol. When, last spring, the conference, 
in response to the popular demand, again returned 


Still, men hav written just as foolishly on the same subject. | Mr. Goodell to the city, this time to the Trinity 


^ 


» 


conception of the scope of a Methodist parson. A 
little study of the “ Book of Discipline” and the un- 
written laws of the Methodist church would hav 
shown him that the Rev. Mr. Goodell has not ex- 
ceeded the duties of his high calling, and that his 
conduct has been in strict accordance with dis- 
tinguished precedents. The bigotry of the law will 
perhaps make it hot for Mr. Goodell, but a good deal 
of fresh evidence will be necessary to convince a dis- 
eriminating public that he is any more culpable than 
a great many other reverends who go scot-free. 
ee AP rei Re AC 


The State Convention. 
From the New York Herald. 

SARATOGA, Sept. 4, 1886.—There was an increased attend. 
ance at the New York State Freethinkers’ Convention at 
Saratoga Lake to-day. At the afternoon session Mr. L. K. 
Washburn spoke on “The Coming Religious Conflict." He 
freely criticised Christianity as a theological system, humor- 
ously touching the Thirty-nine Articles and severely denounc- 
ing the church for assuming the guardianship of public and 
private morals. 
writers who hav recently characterized Freethinkers as 
Anarchists. 

In the evening ex-Rev. C. B. Reynolds delivered a lecture 
entitled, ‘‘ Sabbath or Sunday,” in which he made a vigorous 
argument against Sunday being observed as the Sabbath 
Secularists are in favor of Sunday keeping, not as a day for 
religious worship, but as a day of rest and recreation. Giv 
to all the privilege of spending its hours as they elect without 
encroaching upon the rights of others. He claimed that ac- 
cording to the Bible itself the seventh day, or Saturday, was 
the rest day whose observance was enjoined. He also main- 
tained that Christ did not change the rest day from Saturday 
to Sunday. He concluded by saying that there was no au- 
thority in heaven nor earth for the observance of Sunday as 
the Sabbath, save that of the pope and the decrees of the 
Roman Catholic church. He declared, therefore, that Cath- 
olics alone are consistent in observing Sunday, since they be- 
lieve their holy Roman church is infallible and cannot err, 
and she boasts of having made this change of the Sabbath 
from Saturday to Sunday. 

To-morrow a large crowd is expected. J. J. McCabe will 
lecture in the morning, L. K. Washburn in the afternoon, and 
and Mrs. F. C. Reynolds in the evening. The last named 
speaker will discuss the subject, ‘‘ Woman—Past, Present 
and Future.” 


THE OROWD ARRIVES. 


Saratoga, N. Y. Sept. 5, 1886.—The Freethinkers’ Con- 
vention at the White Sulphur Springs Hotel had a very large 
attendance to-day. The pavilion was crowded and there 
were hundreds of people around the hotel and park unable to 
gain admittance. The first speaker was Mr. J. J. McCabe, of 
Albany, whose subject was ''Science and Theology.” The 
speaker suid science was the knowledge of things grounded 
on demonstration. ‘‘ What is theology." The clergy say it 
is the science of God. ‘‘ What is God?” Technically it is 
the worship of everything, from a fly to the whole univere; 
practically it is anything we make a god of. He then traced 
man from his first barbarous notions of a deity up to his 
latest conceptions on the subject. He attempted to show 
that in proportion to his increase in knowledge his concep- 
tions changed for the better. Then, passing to au examina- 
tion of the Old Testament, he attempted to show the absurd- 
ities in which it abounded. One of the best arguments 
against the divinity of Jesus, he said, is furnished in the ap- 
parent approval which the gospels make him giv to the most 
absurd stories in the Jewish Bible—such as the stories of 
Adam, Jonah, the Israelites living on manna in the desert, etc. 

In the afternoon a very large audience greeted Mr. L. K. 
Washburn, of Boston, who spoke on ‘‘ The False Teachings 
of the Christian Church.” . 

The evening session was devoted to a lecture by Mrs. F. C. 
Reynolds upon ** Woman—Past, Present and Future.” Mrs. 
Reynolds made the most decided hit in the Convention so far. 
She took strong ground in favor of giving a wider scope to 
the work and consequent influence of women in the world, 
tracing the growth of liberal ideas on this point from the 
dawn of civilization. Woman occupies, she said, a vastly 


higher plane of power now than ever before, and this is but 


the beginning, which shows simply the outlines and sugges. - 


tions of the grandeur of the work before her in the future. 
Mrs. Reynolds was frequently and vigorously applauded. 


He denounced the Christian editors and . ` 


money’s worth in what I feel to be a paper worth circulating. 
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Zetters from friends. 


Tovur, ILL., Aug. 24, 1886. 


Mr. Epiror: There seems to be a diversity of opinion in 
My wife and 


regard to the cartoons in Tas TRUTH SEEKER. 
I heartily approve of them; they are the first thing looked 
at, and we hav much pleasure in showing them. 

The clergy stand in mortal fear of ridicule. They hav 
held place because people hav been educated to think their 
trade too sacred to be viewed with & critical eye or be made 
light of in any way. 

` Hoping that Watson Heston is a young man and a descend- 
ant in a direct line of Methuselah, I remain, A. Hops. 


SILEX, ARK., Aug. 22, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: I learn from Toe TnguTR SEEKER of "th inst. 
that Brother Reynolds has been visited by a religious 
cyclone, which destroyed the roof of his house. In our 
rural district, when one of our neighbors suffers loss by fire 
or storm, we make what we call a bee.. All turn out and 
make his domicil good as new, and sometimes better. Now, 
I think the Liberals should turn out and put a new roof on 
Brother Reynolds’s house. Inclosed find my shingle for that 
purpose, with instructions for Brother Reynolds to nail it on 
where it will do the most good. H. L. BAILEY. 
Sr. Lovis, Mo., Aug, 23, 1886. 
Mr. Epiro: Inclosed please find $5.25, to be applied as 
follows: $3 to pay my subscription; $1 to the illustration 
fund, as I think the pictures of Watson Heston make Tux. 
TRUTH SEEKER the grandest paper in the world; $1 please 
hand to Mr. C. B. Reynolds, to help fight the enemies of 
Freethought—and I must say here, Bravo for Robert G. In- 
gersoll, the worthy president of the American Secular Union, 
for rendering assistance to Mr. Reynolds in defending him. 
For the other 25 cents please send me a copy of the TRUTH 
SEEKER ArMANAO for 1886. I shall never do without Taz 
TRUTH SEEKER. 
With success to yourself &nd your grand paper, I remain, 
A brother in Freethought, G. H. SonEzr. 


Newport, Marg, Aug. 24, 1886. 

To tux Reapers OF Toe TRUTH SEEKER: I am this day, 
Aug. 24th, seventy-three years old. I feel it to be proper to 
make this request. For at least sixty-five years I hav been a 
producer—a farmer and mechanic. Twelve years ago my 
home, & home made with my own hands of twenty-five years 
of hard labor, by mortgage passed from my hands. Since 
then I hav had no home of my own. I hav traveled a great 
deal, and hav sold and given away a great deal of the best 
reading, and hav done a good deal of work on a farm, for 
which I hav received nothing. I hav just had another 
edition of my paper, the World’s Reformer, printed, and T 
kindly ask those who are able to send me a dollar, or less if 
they. cannot afford that sum, and I will send them their 


: SEWARD MITOHELL. 


GENESSEE, Aug. 16, 1886. 
Mr. Eniror: I find I am in arrears again with my sub- 


scription. If you will pardon me, I will try and do better in | 


the future. . Wife and I could not get along without the 
noble Truth SEEKER. It just suits us. The **Lette's from 
Friends” comes every week to cheer us up, and is one of 
the best parts of it. The ** Gems of Thought” can’t be beat. 
And, last but not least, the illustrations are just splendid. I 
care not how hard they hit or how much they hurt. They, 
the orthodox, hit us as hard blows as they know how, aad 
speak, and, perhaps, think, as meanly of us as they can. 
The true way is to pay them back in the same kind of coin, 
so if they are not too stupid to learn it will teach them that 
as they giv they must expect to receive. Goright along with 
the illustrations, and let every Liberal feel under obligation 
to get a new subscriber for everyone who cries, ** Stop my 
paper.” L. G. BARNES. 


New York, Aug. 28, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: Will you permit me to say a few words to 
J. W. Benoit, of Oakland, Ill., to whose query you editorially 
replied in your issue of August 28th ? 

When a Christian asks, ‘‘Can you giv mea better god?” 
does this not show the mercenary light in which he regards 
his God? He serves his God and worships him. Why? 
Because in the long run he expects it to pay. Heis sup- 
posed to deny himself worldly pleasures, and thus secure 
stock in the New Jerusalem. He thinks he is making a 
splendid bargain—a shrewd stroke of business—in swapping 
a few years here for & great many more years hereafter. If 
the Bible is true, a person is a fool who acts otherwise. But 
the question between Christianity and Freethought is not 
one of giving or taking away. It is simply one of truth and 
delusion. 

Suppose I make the acquaintance of a young man who was 
-raised by his parents and taught from his babyhood that by 
investing every cent he could make in lottery tickets he 
would, by his fortieth bitthday, win a $100,000 prize. He 
devotes all his time and energy to making money, with 
which he buys tickets. I say to him, ‘‘ My friend, your 
parents were mistaken. If you should llv two centuries you 
would never win so much money.” Then he would reply, 
«If you take away my $100,000, for which I hav labored so 
long, what will you giv me instead?” I can giv him noth- 
ing. There is no question of giving. This prize exists only 
in imagination, and his efforts are misdirected. 


This life is the only one we will liv, and instead of ** feed- 


ing on wind and pursuing after the east wind," as Ephraim 


js reported to hav done, it would be far better to take the 
$800,000,000 invested in churches and, other ‘‘ next-world " 


fools and slaves of them. 
religionists the Catholic is the most complete for making 
fools of our children. Oh, my friend, there is too much 
truth for our dear children to learn! American children can 
not afford to waste their valuable time in trying. to learn 

what they never can know. 


clutches of the Jersey bigots, with the best wishés to Tag, 
TRUTH SEEKER and its readers, I remain 


"Wm. Hillert, of New Brauntala..'J'axaz.. o. inoatI i3 tt 
friend of humanity. He wasan old subscriber to THE TRUTH 
SEEKER, and, if I am not mistaken, an occasional contributor. 
Hillert was born near Berlin, Germany, about sixty years ago. 
After graduating at the Gymnasium at Berlin at the age of 
seventeen, he entered the service of the government as civil 
engineer and draughtsman. 
of which he made no secret, he soon came in conflict with 
the clergy. He also was an open republican. 
made his stay in the old country uncongenial and caused 
him to emigrate to Texas in 1847. He settled in the mount- 
ains near New Braunfels, then yet a very wild country in- 
habited by the Comanche Indians, and commenced farming. 
In spite of the privations of a frontier life, he kept in corre- 
spondence with the outside world. When the Abolition 
movement began he advocated the abolition of slavery with 
pen and word—certainly a daring undertaking in a slave 
country. During the civil war he was a stanch Union man. 


churches from getting a foothold in the mountains of Texas, 
an area of sixteen hundred square miles. He leaves a good 
wife and eight well-brained children, besides a host of friends. 


He would never contract a debt. 
He would even rather forego the necessities of life than go in 
debt. ` 


and asylums. 


comfort or alleviating the misery of their fellow-men. 
Sax C. MoELWEE. 


East OAKLAND, OAL., Aug. 11, 1886. 


Mr. Eprron: I wish I could put on paper in a readable 
manner the tremendous feelings of my heart when I read 


about the actions of what was once my church, the Catholic. 
I can hardly realize the fact, although I know it to be true, 
that men like bishops and priests, men of learning, should be 
So depraved as to teach our children such most damnable 
lies. For thirty years I believed in the Virgin story, and 
heaven, hell, and purgatory, in their money-making saving 
business. According to your pictures, which I admire, 
those bishops and priests all go to hell; and, being an Infidel, 
I must go, too. Well, I'll make it hot for them, for if there 
is a class of men on our planet that I detest itis those rogues 
that fight our schools so they can get our children to make 
Of all the ingenuity practiced by 


Tuomas. ARPER. 


CARTHAGE, Mo., Aug. 17, 286. 
Mr. Eniror: Find $1 to pay for THE TRUTH SEES: for 


the balance of the year. 


Well, Mr. Macdonald, I read with astonishment in your 


paper of August 7th of the arrest of Mr. Reynolds. Is it pos- 
sible, in this much-boasted-of free and civilized country, to 
hear of such religious fanaticism? Oh, we hav a tremendous 
work before us! 
saved the souls of my family, and made a few doubters 
around me, but can get no subscribers for your paper. 
Times are too hard for people to get money. The trouble 
is, the most, of us are poor, and hav not the influence we 
should hav, and the rich, with a few exceptions, will not do 
anything, and money is needed to send lecturers all over the 
country. Now, if every reader of your paper would pay ten 
cents à month (the poorest of us could do that), we could 
send a few more good speakers to preach the new gospel, of 


salvation; and they that will not listen, let them go wherever 
they hav & mind to. 


Ido allin my power that Ican. I hav 


With the hope that Mr. Reynolds may get safe out óf the 


Yours, Cuas. SAGNER. 


BoERNE, TEX., Aug. 20, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: Permit me to announce to you the death of 


A Freethinker from the start, 


This at last 


He, perhaps more than any other one man, prevented the 


In his private dealings he was a man of scrupulous honesty. 
No one ever held his note. 


He always paid as he went. F. W.SonwEPPE. 


GREELEY, Cor., Aug. 22, 1886. 


Mr. Eprron: The people of Greeley hav been somewhat 


aroused by Mr. S. P. Putnam, who has delivered four lect- 
ures here. 
ter calculated to impart something of his enthusiasm to 
others than Mr. Putnam, I do not know him.” 
ing him speak, all his writings are more interesting than ever. 
My father, Dr. Camp, takes THE TRUTH SEEKER, and I liv 


** If there is anybody more enthusiastic and bet- 


After hear- 


with him and hav the privilege of reading it; so, instead 
of going to church or reading the Bible, I find something a 


great deal better in Taz TRUTH SEEKER and books which I 


bought of Mr. Putnam. Mr. Putnam lectured here on the 
17th and 18th of August. The first night he lectured, the 
Unitarians had a lawn sociable to keep any of their flock 
from attending, for they are going to build a new church 
and want the support of the Liberals, who go with them for 
the want of a better place, and are a little afraid of public 
opinion. We used their hall, and at seven o’clock they sent 
an expressman and took away fifty of the;chairs; but we 
got more and listened to ‘The Glory of Infidelity,” and it 
rained so hard they could not hav the lawn party. The 
second night Mr. Putnam organized a Secular Union. It isa 
small one, but we will all work, and I hope it will grow and 
be a benefit to this part of the world, for they need some- 
thing besides churches. We hav a great deal to do and few 
to help do it, but I hope we will be able to establish a 
flourishing Union. I will try and send you some new sub- 
scribers soon for your valuable paper. My life would not be 


property, and apply it to the building of schools, hospitals, 
And the thousands of able-bodied persons 
who are wasting their time and energy in upholding a 
delusion could be better employed in adding to the earthly 


Sense ! 


from all Liberal society; 
has the true bravery of manhood to remain so rather 
than unite with a Christian (for which he should be 
commended); and, 
strong, clear, intellectual powers can be so obscured by the 
myths of old theology as to blind their possessor to the fatal 
delusion of Christianity ! 
struggling on alone for lack of a companionor a congenial one 
because Christianity claims most of our young girls, women, _ 
and wives is unknown. 
shake off the slavish thraldom of the yoke of superstition, 
and with man—her husband—seek to crush out the most in- 
famous religion that ever cursed the earth ! 


headed by the church. 


believe, will come, and I hope to liv to see it. 


'spirits with whom I can enjoy myself. 


‘in life. 


much without it; it is to me what the Bible is to the Chris- 
tian: I hope Mr. Putnam will come again some time. 
Evran C. STILLWELL. 


Denver, CoL., Aug. 22, 286. 
Mr. Epiror: August 8th and 15th we had Mr. Putnam 
here to lecture. Both nights he gave us the very best gems 
of Liberal thought. His audiences were large, and, judging 
from the repeated applause, appreciativ. On August 8th 
about twelve hundred people listened to his discourse on 


“ Mental Liberty ;’? many more to his second effort, * The ` 


New Heaven and Earth.” 

We expected a feast of good things when Mr. Putnam 
came. We received all and more than we hoped for. 
a graceful, earnest, and enthusiastic speaker—the needed 
man in the right place. 

On the evening of the 17th Mr. Putnam met with us and 
formed & Secular. Union, thirty-eight joining. Enthusiasm 
prevailed. All the expenses of the lectures were promptly 
met and $38 raised for Mr. Putnam. 


When we get our charter and hav things in working oxder, 


we shall hav a large League in Denver. 

Thousands of dollars hav been taken out of this city dur- 
ing the last two years by itinerant revivalists. .I cannot 
understand it. We hav, I am informed, over forty 
churches; each church has its pastor. These men aré gen- 
erally well paid. They claim to hav a ‘‘call” to save souls, 


-but somehow the “ holy spirit” will not work with them in 


the conversion of sinners; 80 when new recruits are wanted 
for the churches a revivalist, who is more ‘hail fellow, well 
met” with the converting agency, has to be summoned to 
the ** help of the Lord against the mighty. " Strange, is it 
not? 

The churches are improving, however: One revivalist 
preached a literal fire and brimstone hell; polite Christian 
ears were greatly shocked. One orthodox minister said more 
harm had been done by such a sermon than all the pastors 
in Denver could undo in three months. Glory to common 
Yet this man preached the unadulterated :Bible 
hell. What can they do about it ? 

There was more sense, truth, and eloquence in Mr. Put- 


nam’s two lectures than in all the orthodox sermons 
preached here in a year. 
when he can return and stay longer with us. 


I trust the time is not far distant 


Mrs. Buoxner-Jounson, M. D. 


BARRE, Mass., Aug. 25, 1880. 
Mr. Enprron: Having received a letter from a corre- 


spondentin Young county, Texas, containing so: many excel- 
lent things, with his permission I send a few extracts to THE 
TRUTH SEEKER for publication. 


The writer is a strong, robust young man, twenty-six years. 


of age, formerly a successful school-teacher, now a civil 
engineer and land surveyor. 


It will be seen, first, „that he i he is 


Basi ee ena a UN 


second, though apmated, he 
third, he can not perceive how 


How many men like him are 


Oh! tbat woman would rise and 


THE LETTER. 
It has been so long since I hav seen or talked to a 


genuin Liberal that, with the poet Moore, I sometimes 


' Feel like one who treads alone 
Some banquet hall deserted. 


This country is priest-ridden, and every institution is 


And, again, I 


Of the two evils, I choose theformer, whether itis the 


shall be measured by worth and not by faith. Sucha time, I 
I am so much 
alone in my views, and am troubled so much in consequence, 
that I sometimes think of coming North to find some kindred 
The world has gone 
well with me since I last wrote you, and I am still in robust 
health. I hav not seen fit to change my condition 
Need I say that too much religion among the gentle 
sex is the principal cause? It is even so. I had far rather 
lead the life of a bachelor than to be married toa woman 
who is identified with any of the religious sects of to-day. 
Don’t think me illiberal (if I may use the word) in this view. 
I show my willingness to grant them their dogmas by letting 
them alone, but I am sure they would not be as charitable to 
me. [Indeed they would not; you are just right, my boy.] 
I am often puzzled to think that belief in such absurdities 
as the story of the creation, the flood, resurrectior, etc., can 
þe associated in the same mind with such sound ideas as I 
hav heard some professed Christians express. My father, 
for instance, is by occupation a civil engincer and land sur- 
veyor, and possesses a thorough knowledge of mathematics, 
together ‘with ancient history, etc., and still he is a devout 


He is 


I cannot enjoy anything that savors `` 
of the old dogmas that I know to be so detrimental to 

liberty, and as it would be a very difficult matter to find any- 

thing in this country wholly free from superstitious ideas of 

some kind, I feel very isolated sometimes. 
must either hold my tongue and tolerate the silly arguments 
that Iso despise, or openly declare my honest convictions 
and be socially ostracized and shunned as though I were a 
leper. 
best or not, and it is policy; but I hope to see the time when 
aman is valued for his true worth, and not for what he be- 
lieves or professes to believe; when a man can speak his 
mind and not lower himself in the social scale; when a man 


yy mammal 
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Christian. 


Did such ideas as the above ever occur to your 
mind? f i l 


Yes, my friend, over and over and again, and I account 


for itin this way—early teaching, popular opinion, and the 


love of society—just the excuse you make for holding your 
peace, policy—induce thousands to join the church who no 
more believe in the creed than do you; others cannot bear 
ridicule and so go with the crowd, while poor woman, from 
a variety of causes, cannot let go of her “ dear Jesus.” But 
I must not go on expatiating on woman or any of the 
points touched in this letter, but invite the attention of the 
readers of Taz TRUTH SEEKER to the same. 
Erra E. GIBSON. 


. $ Wamrao, Kax., Aug. 29, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: My friend Professor Bell calls me to ac- 
count for my Prohibition. After much deliberation and a 
suspension of judgment for a period of over five years, I hav 
come to the conclusion that Prohibiticn is right, and per- 
fectly consistent with Liberalism. Furthermore, the success 
and good effects of the system speak volumes in its favor. 
The fact that church people often make themselvs conspic- 
uous in the matter has prejudiced many good Liberals 
against it. The only rational way is to try the question on 
its merits, and not allow side issues to prejudice our opinions. 


We will find good and bad people on both sides of this ques- 


tion. 


The open, promiscuous selling of intoxicating liquors | 


should be prohibited by law; we hav as much right to regu- 
late the sale of alcohol as that of any other poison. And such 
regulation is no hardship or injustice to anyone. In this 
way we lessen poverty, crime, and human suffering, reduce 


the burden of taxation, and abolish three-fourths of the crim-: 
An open saloon is & 
blight upon any community. It isa manufactory.and ren- | 
dezvous of criminals; and the maintenance of such an insti-: 
I am not in favor of 
licensing crime, but am in favor of closing these. places wher- 


` inal courts, prisons, and almshouses. 


tution is a crime against the public. 


ever it can be done. 


Prohibition does not dictate to a man what he shall or 
shall not drink. All this talk about, it interfering with per- 
sonal liberty or being legislation against the shape of a man’s 
head I regard as pure sophistry, although well calculated to 


mislead.’ Under Prohibition, if a man thinks he needs liquor, 


he can get it, but he must buy it as a medicin; the result is 


that the use of it is reduced to à minimum. 


Prohibition is progressiv, radical, and right, and Free- 


thinkers can well afford to favor it. A. T. MoMAn. 


Brruin, N. J., Aug. 25, 1886. 


Mr. Eprron: There is one thing I feel perfectly satisfied 
of, beyond all doubt, and that is that if there is a supreme 
elie worth toj be aega God: lo has ie) une Gut ot 


cruel, angry, revengeful, murderous, abhorrent being that 


the Old Testament calls God. 


I hav been carefully reading the first five books of the Old 
. Testament, and such another mess of partiality, injustice, re- 
I could 
sooner believe that ‘‘ Gulliver’s Travels” is all true than be- 
lieve that a'god could be guilty of all the monstrous false- 
hoods, absurdities, and outrages that are imputed to God in 


venge, and cruelty I never found in any other book. 


that book. 


It says God made man, but made such a mistake and fail- 
ure in the work that he repented of having made him, and 
got up a flood and drowned all but eight, whom he was fool- 
ish enough to save to perpetuate the same worthless breed— 
drowned them, when he had the power to change their 
hearts or dispositions in a moment of time, and make them 


just what he would hav them to be. Why did he not do it, 


and make them all good, pure, and happy? Or why did he 
not drown the whole lot, and hunt up some better dust, and 
start a new and better race, and save a nation like this the 
expense of supporting eighty thousand priests and building 
millions of dollars’ worth of churches to patch up his blun- 
ders, and try in vain to make a decent race out of such bad 


materials? = 


Just read those old books—the first five in the Bible—and 


see what.a fickle, wrathful being the God of that book is. 
He sent out Moses with an army to kill all the t'ibe of Ben- 
jamin, and not let a single soul escape. 
six hundred cowardly men who forsook their mothers, 


` wives, and children, and got among the rocks, where the 


army could not get at them, proving that they were com- 
manded, if they were commanded at all, to do what they 
found impossible. . 

Then, when they got together to worship, they began to 

whine about the tribe of Benjamin, whom God had com- 
manded them to exterminate : ‘‘ Our poor brother Benjamin. 
What shall we do for Benjamin?” So they got up a plan, by 
order of the same God, to save the tribe he had commanded 
them to destroy. They were commanded to go out against 
another tribe and slay all- the men, all the married women 
and the children, and save the virgins as wives for the six 
hundred human devils that God had tried to kill but could 
not! s 1 
Now, what.kind of a marriage was that for a God to insti- 
‘tute? -How much love or respect could those virgins hav 
for men for whom their parents and little brothers and sisters 
had been butchered before their eyes? -I never swore but 
one oath in my life, and that one was not spoken aloud, but 
I will now venture to say, To sheol with such a marriage as 
that, whether it is instituted by God, man, or the devil! 

Well, thcy got four hundred virgins and gave them as 


“wives to those towardly men, hot onë of whom was worthy 


Bose 


of a wife. E : 
Still there were more than two hundred men not supplied, 
Whatriext? ‘Go ye upto Shilo [like thievcsor robbers] and 


They killed all but 


lie in wait in the vinyards,” and when the innocent daugh- 
ters, weary of toil, come forth to hav a little healthy recrea- 
tion in the dance, let each man leap forth and catch a miss. 
Another horrible marriage! 


How many men are there now 
among two hundred that would be willing to rush into a com- 
pany of strange girls and grab the first one he could get hold 
of for &life-companion? And how many girls in two hun- 
dred, as anxious as too many of them are to be married, 
would be willing to be caught by a strange man, of whose 
character, disposition, and habits she was ignorant, and 
made a wife of by force? I could write a book as large as 
the Bible about the absolute’ falsehoods, mistakes, errors, 
partialities, contradictions, impossibilities, absurdities, mur- 
ders, injustice, vulgarities, and other abominations blas- 
phemously charged to a pure, just, and merciful God in that 
old book by ignorant men in barbarous ages, and which hav 
been crammed into the minds of ignorant, unthinking people 
for fifteen hundred years by ignorant or designing priests, too 
lazy to work and too proud to beg in an honest way. But 
this, I hope, will be sufficient to set the reader to reading the 
old book and thinking for himself. When the Bible is 
placed on a level with the other works of men, it will be 
comparativly harmless; but so long as it is called the word 
of a God, it. will continue, as in the past, to do more harm 
than any other book ever published, for within its pages au- 
thority may be found for the commission of every species of 
vice and crime. : JER. HAOXER. 


a AvusrIN, Mo., Aug. 20, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find money-order for $3.35 for an- 
other year in company with the readers and contributors of 


.the Trurn Seeker family, and for the balance send me 


** Anti-Prohibition,” Bell; and ‘‘ Liberty and Morality,” Bell. 
- Your ‘renewal. reminder is received, but it was wholly un- 
necessary, for I: hav become so attached to the great 
religious truths promulgated through your columns that it is 
almost as impossible for me to liv without the paper as it is 
for life to be sustained without oxygen. 

I had not really begun to liv until I became acquainted 
with THe Trura SEEKER some five years ago, since which 
time I hav been a constant reader and expect to be to the 
end. I hav only to regret that I did not know of the ex- 
istence of the paper in my younger days—days and years 
that were wasted; yes, more than wasted, for then I was in- 
sulting God to his face (if there be a God) by attributing to 
him the authorship of that old Jew book. I believed (in 
fact, I had to believe, if I believed the Bible) that God was a 
tyrant, a villain, a monster, a demon; that he was a liar, a 
thief, a murderer, and that he never missed an opportunity 
of wreaking his vengeance, destruction, and ;death, and in 
many instances without & shadow of cause. 

I was taught, admonished, and exhorted to believe in the 
goodness, the mercy, the graciousness, the justice, of that 
great, infinit God, and that I ought to be perfectly willing to 


Pratow wud gslesity Lic aio, if ho, in his infinit wisdom, 
thought it would add to his glory to send me to hell. AndI 
was taught that if I doubted the justice and merey of God I 
was doomed eternally to a literal hell—a lake of fire and 
brimstone—and the devil and his imps would stand guard 
witn long-handled forks and keep me eternally pushed out 
into the very depths of hell. 

But since I hav been doing a little thinking for myself I 
hav come to different conclusions. I do not believe in a per- 
sonal, individual God or devil, a literal hell or future pun- 
ishment; and if there is anything inherent in the laws of 
nature that will continue our existence in the future under 
other conditions, we do not know it and cannot know it. And 
should there be a future life, the conditions may be such that 
we wil hav no more knowledge of the life we hav lived in 
this world than we now hav of time before our existence 
here. How foolish it is for the clergy to pretend to teach 
something they do not and cannot know anything about! 

I do not see how any true Liberal, anyone who is opposed 
to the tyranny of the church, can object to the cartoons. I 
earnestly indorse them. I think it is a great feature added 
to the paper; they are read at a glance by the people of all 
languages; they contain condensed history, history multum 
in parvo. It would require many pages of written matter to tell 
what the cartoons tell at a glance. But some few do object 
to them, for fear it might hurt the feelings of some of their 
church friends. Tar Trura SEEKER is not run in the in- 
terest of the church. Let the cartoons appear weekly on the 
first and last pages and it will please ninety-nine-hundredths 
of TRUTH SEEKER readers. 


Success to Watson Heston. R. A. SMILEY. 


Sr. Louis, Mo., Aug. 1, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: “ He goes—I know not where, but he does." 
This was the remark of a lady friend yesterday morning, at 
the same time asking me with her to watch the course of a 
large ant carrying an object of nearly his size. Leaving her 
to enjoy this pleasure, I engaged on a more practical part of 
our garden. Soon seeing her outside, I hastily inferred that, 
failing in the ant adventure, she had found something else 
of more interest. But in due time she returned, soliciting 
my attention for a few minutes, when she led me some thirty 
yards through the gate to the wonderfully busy home of a 
large family of ants. precisely matching in size the one she 
had followed, depositing in his home his precious burden. 
On his long way she noticed that he ran an air-line, deviating 
only to pass obstructions. In the evening I chanced to find 
in our garden another family of the same class whence our 
messenger came. In all probability they had all lived to-. 
gether until it became wise to divide, to avoid the jam from 
an increasing dense family. Leaving some of their goods— 
possibly children or invalids—behind, this faithful worker 
had engaged in transporting as a common carrler. We now 
regret that we had not arrested him, detached his burden, 
and, with our microscope, learned just what it was. But 


enough was taught us in this Sunday’s incident to justify the 
industry, economy, and wisdom of the ants. This is the 
general and well-deserved compliment given them. 

Though their home in our garden may slightly interfere 
with contiguous vegetables, it shall not be disturbed, as I 
shall not soon forget the abuse a like family suffered from.a 
barbarous young man two years since. Directing his atten- 
tion to their industrious skill and system, he jumped upon 
their place and stamped all he could into the earth, then try- 
ing to turn aside the sting of my reproofs by saying they ate 
plants, etc. His parents, brothers, and sisters were of the 
established English church, and, of course, believed that, as 
their holy Bible taught, the Lord had created all things good 
and preserved them intheark. Being the perfect creatures of 
a perfect God, it was the consistent duty of his regenerated 
and sanctified son to murder downruthlessly these wiser and 
more harmless little creatures. If such be the fruits, what 
must be the tree? The reasoning from effect to cause no less 
than from cause to effect proves the Bible to be a barbarous 
book. A posteriori and a priori combine to demonstrate this 
lamentable and, must it be added, horrible fact. ` 

The grand modern science of evolution, binding, as it 
does, the entire animal kingdom into one vast generic family, 
is doing much, probably more than any other branch of 
learning, to unshackle and civilize the minds of our kind. 
While it unites all Freethinking scientists in a common be- 
lief, and goes far in discovering the origin of our race, it in- 
structs and converts more than a few prcachers of a bad, 
superstitious book. Beecher and Dr. Woodrow are but spec- 
imens of this widening, happy influence. Like the woman’s 
leaven in the meal, this pure truth and incontrovertible sci- 
ence is leavening the whole lump. 3 

Besides, it is seen doing a humane work for oppressed - 
animals even beyond the noble efforts of Bergh. His lect- 
ures and his law are good specifics, while Freethought, truth- 
loving editors and lectures, are yet mightier in their generic 
blows. Putting the ax to all evil roots, slaying absurdities 
and superstitions, the ground is cleared anf the way opened 
for abundant crops of delicious fruits. Get the weeds, 
thorns, and thistles out of the ground, that useful products 
may grow. One must see and abhor the false and the evil 
ere he can cleave to the good. : 

With no faith or manner of old-fashioned piety, Burns, 
from his tender, noble, manly heart, could pour out these 
immortal words about his distressed mousie: 

I'm truly sorry man’s dominion 
Has broken nature’s social union, 
And justifies that ill opinion 
Which makes thee startle 
At me, thy poor earth-born companion 
And fellow-mortal, 

In this there is more honor and social science than in all 
the sermons ever delivered, or all the books ever written to 
bolster up an inhuman, superstitious, bloody book. | 

W.P. 
CnanLorrTE Town, Prince EpwAnp's ISLAND, 
Aug. 28, 1886. 

.Mz. Eprron: Inclosed find $5—$1 to assist poor Reynolds 
in his fight with the Christian mob of Methodists and Catho- 
lics, $1 to help pay expenses of Convention at Saratoga, and 
$8 to extend subscription on paper, charging me $4 on 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER from the commencement of the cartoons. 
I would my purse was sufficiently plethoric to send $50 
instead of $5 to assist the various laudable objects the Union, 
under such formidable difficulties, is striving to accomplish. 
Considering the power and prestige of your enemies, I often 
wonder at your pluck and persistence in continuing the con- 
flict. Surely every true Liberal cannot eschew the responsi- 
bility of holding up your hands with not only his sympathy 
and cooperation, but also with funds according to his ability. 
The present position of Charlotte Town is unfortunate, 
burdened as it is with the maintenance of one holy Catholic 
church; and, although times are very hard and the dupes 
generally poor, still the clergy hav ordered the erection of 
another to cost some $150,000. In addition, they hav to 
maintain two costly Methodist churches, two costly Presby- 
terian, two very costly Baptist, one ditto F usoyite, onc ditto 
Episcopal, and, in addition, the evangelist, Mitchell, with 
his spacious tent where hundreds congregate Sunday and 
week-day, day and night; also thc Gospel and Salvation Armies 
with their drums, ctc., making day and night hideous. This, 
for a population of about ten thousand, one would suppose 
must strain their financial powers pretty severely. Nodoubt 
there are a considerable number of Liberals of the various 
grades in the city, but, as in other places, few of them hav 
the courage to face the storm that bigotry and prejudice 
would bring upon them. I am not aware that Toe 'auvE 
SzexKeEr, or any other Liberal paper, comes to our post-office 
except my own. But as I hav been notorious.as a quasi 
Liberal, or Universalist, for over thirty ycars, the prejudice 
against me has partially subsided. The fact is they dare not 
attack my moral character, although some thirty years ago 
certain Methodist ministers used their best exertions to hav 
me driven out of the place where I then resided. Now, 
Mr. Editor, you can conceive that after all the experiencc I 
hav had for near seventy-five years, what an intellectual treat 
it would afford me to be near and able to attend at the com- 
ing Convention at Saratoga, and listen to the advocacy of 
the truth from such able men and women as will be on 
hand, and which I hav never had the privilege of hearing ad- 
vocated from a public platform. I do not doubt you will 
sympathize with me in my isolated position. 

But as I hav now exceeded my allotted time, and cannot 
expect to realize what I contidently anticipate will be the 
satisfying experience of younger men, it is still a great solace 
to me, in my isolated position, to perceive that the day-star 
is rising on high, and science comes on with her conquering 


legions, and every respectable, time-honored lie must shortly 
fly from her face to the mythical regions. And viewing the 
near approach of this joyful time in a much clearer and intel- 
ligent perspectiv than I can hav the means of doing, is for 
the Union a strong means of encouragement to persevere 
with an otherwise discouraging prospect. Wishing you all 
a glorious time and great results at the coming Convention, 


I am, as ever, ' f 
Yours in bonds of sympathy, Jas. B. QRAY. 
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Children's: Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour." 


My Choice. 


Yes, I know there are stains on my carpet— 
The traces of small, muddy boots, 

And I see your fair tapestry glowing 
All spotlesa, with blossoms and fruits ! 


And I know that my walls are disfigured 
With prints of small fingers and hands, 

And I see that your own household whiteness 
All fresh in its purity stands ! 


Yes, I know my “black walnut” is battered, 
And dented by many gmall heels, 

While your own polished stairway all perfect 
Its smooth, shining surface reveals. 


And I know that my parlor is littered 
With many odd treasures and toys, 

While your own is in daintiest order, 
Unharmed by the presence of boys! 


And I know that my room is invaded 
Quite boldly all hours of the day; 

While you sit in your own unmolested, 
And dream the soft quiet away. 


Yes, I know that I hav jackets that wear out, 
And buttons that never will stay, 

While you can embroider at leisure, 

. And learn pretty arts of crochet. 


And I know there are lessons of spelling 
Which I must be patient to hear, 

While you may sit down to your novel, 
Or turn the last magazine near ! 


Yes, I know there are four little bedsides 
Where I must stand watchful each night, 

While you may go out in your carriage, 
And flash in your dresses so bright ! 


Now, I think I’m a neat little woman— 
I like my house orderly, too, 

And I'm fond of all dainty belongings— 
Yet I would not change places with you! 


No! keep your fair home with its order, 

Its freedom from trouble and noise, 
And keep your own fanciful leisure, 

But giv me my four splendid boys! 

—Jerome Harrison, 
to 
Spring-time ; or, the Little Poet. 
Flossie Stanhope was orphaned at an early 
age, and, as she had no relativs that the 
townspeople knew of, she was taken to the 
poorhouse. Mr. and Mrs. Williams, who 
lived there to manage the farm and care for 
the paupers, were not very kind to this little 
waif, who was sensitiv in the highest degree, 
and needed kind and affectionate care and 
treatment. Any child in a like situation 
would suffer, but her extremely sensitiv and 
delicute organism made her suffering more 
intense. Her beautiful amber curls were 
cropped short by Mrs. Williams on her arrival 
at the poorhouse. Her lovely curls that her 
dear mother had so delighted to .twine 
around her fingers, and arrange in perfect 
order for her father to admire and praise! 
Click, click, went the shining, cruel scissors, 
while sobs that she could not suppress came 
from her throat as the golden mass accumu- 

lated on the floor at her side. 

“ What are you sniveling about?” asked 
Mrs. Williams. ‘‘Because I'm cutting off 
this mess of snarls ?” 

** Mamma used to comb and curl my hair 
every day, aud then it was not snarled, and 
papa used to call me his little golden head.” 

“You needn't think you'll get any such, 
nonsense talked to you here, nor that I’m 
going to comb and fix up such a mess of hair 
88 that every day either." 

There were & few other children there be- 
Sides Flossie, but they were too rough for ber 
to associate or play with. When obliged to 
come in contact with them they were very 
unkind, and tortured her in various ways. 
At length they were all sent to the village 
school. Unless Flossie could manage to go 
and come from school by herself these chil- 
dren annoyed her on the one-mile walk all the 
way, sometimes by bad and rough talk, and 
often by throwing stones at her, and even 
hitting her with them, or by striking her if 
no one was passing by on the road. If the 
roads were muddy they compelled her to 
walk in the mud and water, and, pushing her 
down, thus caused her to be whipped by Mrs. 
Williams for ‘‘ being so careless, and getting 
her clothes so dirty that they never could be 
got clean again;” and Flossie dared not tell 
the truth, for the children had threatened 
dire vengeance if she ** telled on us.” 

Gertie Lawrence, the school-teacher, had a 
home in the city. Her parents were wealthy, 
and she was not obliged to teach, but she 
came to this village to visit an old and dearly 
loved schoolmate, Minnie Jason. Mr. Jason, 
her father, was superintendent of the school, 


and was disappointed in his failure to hire 
the teacher he expected. As Minnie was as 
yet unqualified for a teacher, and Gertie had 
even a teacher’s diploma, Minnie suggested 
that she should teach the summer term. ‘I 
will do it," she replied, **so I will hav had 
some experience should I ever be obliged to 
teach. I will teach and giv the money I earn 
to some one who is poor.” 

“That is what you always think of— 
helping some poor and unfortunate person. 
I wish everyone was as good as you are, 
dear Gertie,” said Minnie. i 

“There are many much better than I am, 
darling." 

“Then I would like to form their ac- 
quaintance." i 

Here some one called and conversation 
ceased. 

Flossie’s age was now about ten years, but 
she was so very small that she looked much 
younger. 

Gertie, not knowing her history, had paid 
her no particular attention, except to greet 
her kindly and hear her lessons, which she 
always recited perfectly. She had, however, 
noticed that the child possessed uncommon 
beauty, and that her noon lunch was very 
meager, and sometimes unwholesome, and 
often gave her a piece of pie or cake from 
her own basket. 

Nearly all the children had of late formed 
the habit of drawing rude pictures on their 
slates during study hours, and asit greatly in- 
terfered with their lessons, Gertie had made 
several efforts to stop them. One day she 
discovered Flossie to be very busy with 
slate and pencil and walked quietly over to 
her side, but instead of the picture she ex- 
pected to see, she saw and read the following : 

No one has loved me since my papa 
And dear mamma were gone, 

And many are the tears I’ve shed; 
Many the sighs I’ve drawn. 

A kick or a blow 

From Susan or Joe, 

Or an unkind word 

Is all I hav heard 

From nearly all, 

Both great and small. 

I sigh to die, 

And pray to-day, 

To see near me 

Grim death. My breath, 

Oh, cease! Release, 

O Ghole, my soul! 

“ Where did you find or learn those lines, 
Flossie ?” asked Gertie. 

Flossie started on discovering her teacher 
by her side. 

* [—I made it up,” she replied in a fright- 
ened voice. ‘‘I hav not made any pictures, 
and I hav learned my lesson." 

*Did you compose that all yourself, 
Flossie ?” 

“Yeg.” 

“Stay in to-night after the others hav left ; 
I wish to talk with you a little. Do not rub 
out the lines.” 

** Did I de wrong to write them?” 

[1j No." E 

At the usual hour the children were dis- 
missed. Flossie alone remaining. 

* Are your papa and mamma dead, Flos- 
sie?” asked Gertie. 

[1 Yes." 

(CONOLUDED NEXT WEEK.) 
eo 


Touch it Never. 


Children, do you see the wine 
In the crystal goblet shine? 
Be not tempted by its charm ; 
It will surely lend to harm. 
Children, hate it ! 
Touch it never! 
Fight it ever! 
Do you know what causeth woe 
Bitter as the heart can know? 
"Tis that self-same ruby wine 
Which would tempt that soul of thine. 
Children, hate it ! 
Touch it never ! 
Fight it ever! 
Never let it pass your lips; 
Never even let the tips 
Of your fingers touch the bowl; 
Hate it from your inmost soul. 
Truly hate it! 
Touch it never! 
Fight it ever! 
te 
Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—A OHARADE. 
The firsts a kind of fairy; 
The second’s a cap that’s hairy; 
If Elisha had only worn one, 
Of those children the bears had not torn one; 
But God can easier make the bears, sir, 
Than caps of artificial hair, sir; 
So, little boy, beware, beware, sir, 
Or the man of God without the hair, sir, 
Will look at you and “cuss” and swear, sir; 
And out will jump the two she-bears, sir, 
And tear, and tear, and tear, and tear, sir, 
Til you had wished you had sauced some 
Sinner, 
‘And left the bears without their dinner; 
But I digress—let us go back, 


And keep along the subject’s track. 
The whole is like the second, 
A kind of peruke reckoned ; 
If from the whole, as I hav said, 
You draw reversed a metallic thread, 
Lo! punko, dunko, munko mine! 
All that is left is a youthful swine. : 
Irwin, Ia. J. K. P. BAKER. 
2.—HOUR GLASB. 
A Mohammedan monk. 
Useless. 
A verb. 
A letter. 
A small species of deer. 
Full of sand. ` 
A bird. 
Centrals a state. 

Lyons, N. Y. C. R. 
ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN'8 OORNER, 
AUGUST 28, 1886. 

1.-Weevil. 3.-Thomas Paine. 4--Be hon- 
est, be honorable, be kind, be upright, be 
wise, be polite, be charitable. 5.- Because he 
already has a dit in his mouth. 

Sotvers.—J. H. Paine, Oliver Jones, H. J. 
Messinger, Lee Hincher. 

———  — $$ 9 — ———— 
Correspondence. 


OVERTON, Ga. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I do not get a chance to 
read Tug TRUTH SEEKER often, because papa 
does not take it; but when I do read it, I 
always turn to the Children’s Corner first, and 
appreciate it highly. My mother and father 
are both members of the church. Mamma 
says it is a sin to read Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
although it is so interesting she cannot help 


reading it whenever she sees it. But mamma | 


has told me that I can write to you, and I 
hope you will publish my letter. I am sure 
you would publish it if you knew how much 


pleasure it would giv me. 
The Children’s Corner has such nice stories 
in it. I wish I had * The Story Hour,” be- 


cause I like so much to read. Iam eleven 
years old. I hav a sweet little sister, four 
years old, named Pearl Do you care if I 
write again? I wish some of TugfTnurR 
SEEKER cousins would write to me. 

Your little friend, Nanniz FAMBROUGH. 


[We are very much pleased to hav a letter 
from Nannie. We giv her a hearty welcome 
to the Corner, and hope she will write again 
some time. Perhaps some of our little girls 
will write to her soon, and we hope her papa 
may take Tug TRUTH SEEKER on trial, so that 
his little girl may hav the pleasure of reading 
the Children’s Corner every week. With 
kind regards to her papa, mamma, herself, 


and little Pearl, we trust ever to be the chil- 
drCuto Pelee “TMI OF OTT 


Gates, TENN., Aug. 21, 1886. 

Dzar Miss Wixon: I read Tar TRUTH 
SEEKER, examin the sketches produced by 
Heston, and believe them to be a better way 
to place the superstitious views of orthodoxy 
before the people than any other. 

What a farce is the case of C. B. Reynolds! 
Can it be possible that such ignoramuses yet 
exist in ‘‘ America?” Did these people hav 
such fools for parents? Every boy and girl 
writing for your Corner should cry, Shame! 

It only proves what religion would do if it 
could hav the power, andi &m glad there are 
so many intelligent men and women to defend 
Mr. Reynolds. : 

Please giv address of Geo. Sam. Newton. 

Your friend, Bertizg WINEMAN. 


J. E. Remsburg's Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 
Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen. Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
ihe subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Ci ation; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; 

Church and the Republic. 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Boripture : Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating: Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o: 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witcheraft ; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. : 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
bbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following, heads: Qrigin of the Sab- 
patic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
ay Arguments; Origin of Obristian Sab- 
bath; ‘Testimony of the ristian Fathers; The 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws. Price, 25 cents; six copies, $1.00. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Olinton Place, New York. 


Woman's Rights 
the 


THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. 

From the German of MAX NORDAU, 
SEYENTH EDITION. 

A most powerfully written book.—Phitla. Record. 
This Book is not a Book! It is a Deed! and 
those who oppose it will prove that they fear it.— 
Vienna News, Price, 50 cents. . 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
83 Clinton, Pl., New York. 


FREETHOUGHT WORKS, 


PUBLISHED AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE. 


Resurrection of Jesus. Showing the 
contradictions and doubts in which the 
subject is involved. By W. 8. Bri. Re- 
vised edition. 25 cents. ~ 


Revelations of Antichrist, An ex- 
haustiv work proving conclusivly that no 
such person as Jesus Christ existed in the 
reign of Tiberius, but that a Jesus, the 
son of Mary, was stoned and hanged 
about a century before, and that his dis- 
ciples, Simon Kepha, alias Peter, and the 
apostle Paul, both lived and died before 
the Christian era. 446 pages and full in- 


dex. Price, $2. 
The Anonymous Hypothesis of Cre- 
ation. A Brief Review of the so- 


called Mosaio Account. 
Furniss. Cloth, 50 cents. 


The Brain and the Bible. By Evear 
C. Beraru. With a Preface by RosznT G. 
IxaERsOLL, who says of it’ ‘This book, 
written by & brave and honest man, is 
filled with brave and honest thoughts. 
The arguments it presents cannot be an- 
swered by all the thoologians in the 
world.” Price reduced to $1. 


The Creed of Christendom. Its 
foundation contrasted with its super- 
structure. By W. RATEBONE GREG. One 
of the clearest and ablest works ever 
written. $1.50. 


The Essence of Religion. From the 
German of L. FguxRnsAOH. Author of th 
Essence of Christianity, etc. In cloth, 
reduced to 50 cents. 


By James F. 


The Godly Women of the Bible. A- 


History of all the women who figure in the 
Bible. Sharp and telling ia style. Paper, 
50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Heathens of the Heath. A finely 
written Radical romance. By Ww. Mc- 
DowNELL, author of Exeter Hall, Family 
Creeds, Day of Rest, etc. 500 pages. 
Paper, 80 cents; cloth, $1.25. 


The Holy Bible Abridged. Contain- 
ing the choice passages and lovely mor- 
ceaus particularly pleasing to Comstocs. 
169 pages. Paper, Em cents; cloth, 50 cts. 


The Jamieson-Ditzler Debate. A 
nine-days’ debate on God, the Bible, 
Christianity, and Liberalism. Between 
W. F. Jameson and Rev. Jacos DrrzrER, 
D.D. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 oents. 


Proceedings And Addresses at the 


Sh a gi pacha anor rt kd A irae 
of excellent Speeches and Essays. "Príoa 


reduced to $1.00. 


Pyramid of Gizeh. The Relation of 
Ancient Egyptian Civilization to the 
Hebrew Narrativ in Genesis and Exodus, 
and the Relativ Claims of Moses and the 
Pyramid to Inspiration Considered. By 
Van Boren Denstow, LL.D. 25 cents. 


Religion Not History. An able ex- 
amination of the Morals and Theology of 
the New Testament. By Prof. F. W. 
Newman, of the London University. 26 
cents. 


Outline of the French Revolution: 


Its Causes and Results. A clear 
and oomprehensiv portrayal of this inter. 
esting portion of human history. By W. 
S. BELL. 25 cents. 


Outlines of Phrenology. By F. E. 


AsPrNWALL, M.D. Most acceptable to 
Liberais of anything of the kind pub- 
lished. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cente. 


Blakeman's 200 Poetical Riddles. 


Price, 20 cents. 


PAINE'S WORKS. 


Paine's Theological Works, includ- 
ing The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Letter to the Bisnop of Lian- 
daff, Reply to Mr, Erskine, Letter to Ca- 
mille Jordan, etu., etc., with a life of 
Paine, and a steel-plate portrait. 12mo 

.In paper covers, $1.00; cloth, $1.50. 


Paine’s Great Works (complete) 
in one volume. Cloth, $3.00; leather, 
$4.00; morocco, $4.50. 


Paine’s Political Works, including 
Common Sense, The Crisis, and Rights of 
Man. Cloth, $1.50. 


The Age of Reason. An investiga- 
tion of true and fabylous theology. 
Without a peer in the world. Paper, 29 
conta, or 5 for $1. Cloth, 50 cents. 


The Age of Reason and An Exam- 
ination of the Prophecies. Pa- 
per, 40 cents; cloth, 75 cents, 

Common Sense. Paind’s first work. 
16 cents. 

isis, Containing numbers from 

The Cri ZVI. inclusiv, Pia, 40 cents; 

cloth, 76 dentis 
Rights of Mun, For the op- 

The E of humanity. Paper, 40 cents: 

loth, 75 cents. 
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nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- HISTORY Boston Saturday Evening Gazette. "Ar 

gin ind explain their meaning. P i Onan n en ye come io consider the puplication of 
is unquestionable true that the results of a such books as Flaubert's © Salammbo* and Leher- 
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Agents for the. Truth Seeker. 


CALIFORNIA, 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 

CANADA. 
W: B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto 
Jamés Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 

IDAHO. 


PRICE, TWENTY-FIVE CENTS. 
—THE— 


TRUTH SEEKER 
ANNUAL 


dfreethinhers/ Almanac. 
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S. P. Putnam’s Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 

can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 

** A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 

and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 

last with the living spirit of to-day.”—John 
Swinton’s Paper. 

*'The 


Golden Throne, a Romance. 
author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is wit him, Thebookisfilled with 
manly thoughts, expressed in manly words— 
the transcript of am nly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ "—INGERSOLL. $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown thére is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 


A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. ' 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chiċago. 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 
. Bros., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
KANSAS, 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 


WITH THIRTY PORTRAITS OF DISTINGUISHED 


MAINE, 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
8). EUROPEAN FREETHINKERS, SOIENTISTS, AND 


MASBAOHUBETTSR. 5 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. PHILOSOPHERS, AND MANY OTHER nary beauty."—Dm. Henny W. BELLOWS. $1. 
MIOHIGAN. a ester aii Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids : $ Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 
8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. CONTENTS: Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 3 other Agnostic Poems. | Price, 10 cts. 
MISSOURI. Oalendar for 1886; Freethought in the United For all of the above addregs 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


States, 1885; How the Church Filches from the 48 Glinten Place Now York. 


State; Public Contributions to the Church; The 
Religion of Crime; Chaplains in our Army and 


Dr. Wolff, 620 North 5th street, St. Louis. 
Joseph L. Andrew, Liberal. 


MONTANA. Nay ; The Higher Life, by Oourtlandt Ea mer; 
O. B. Whitford, Butte City. y Dream, by Samuel P, Putnam; e American " 
Becular U: ; Statistics of Our Foreign-Born Q 
NEBRASKA. Population. Ou ais of Ghurnside. (Selected Charles Watts 8 Works. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. | story.) By Jas. Payne; How Voltaire Died, by the VH 
NEW YORK. Editor: The Iron Virgin; Religious Divisions of 


The History of Freethought. Bound 


the World; Paine Memorial Hall trated) ; 
j y in cloth and lettered. Price,$1.25. CONTENTS : 


. us 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. The Story of 1885; Immigration to the U, 


Chas F. Gaul, 965 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 1820-1884; Freethought in Australia i Freethought Section I. Definition, of Freethought and its 
onto. ap tig Coptinenl Butogis of fei ier Ban papas for Life, Borton N, What it 

ournals ; 3 2 . Fre 
: N. Hexter, 808 Superior street, Cleveland. Aen nd Value of Fares Population of barge Owes to Mohammedanism, Bec ion ÎI. Free- 


thought Martyrs and Confessors, Sec 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Bec- 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


The American Secular Union; its 
Necessity, and the Justice of its Nine Demands. 


(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll.) 
82 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 


Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON. 

Wm. Chance, Astoria. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr. J. H. Rhodes, 315 North 10th st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
H. Clay Luse, Waynesburg. 


Cities; Liberal Lecturers. 


ILLUSTRATIONS : 


Lick Observatory, Girard College, Philadelphia, 
Freetought Hall, Waco, Texas (interior view); 
Freethought Hall, Waco, Texas (exterior view); 
The Tent, Iron Virgin, aine Hall, Moncure D. 
Conway, Saladin, Annie Besant, Mary Wollstone- 

lyoake, J, S. Mill, 


craft, G. W. Foote, Austin Ho 


W. F. Schade, 8,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. George Eliots, Geo. Standring, Ernst Haeckel, tiv. 22pagesin cover. Price, 10 cts. 
7 TENNESSEE. ugus omte lwar ibbon, Ma , soti " tint d A 
i i Thos. Huxl oltaire, Chas. Darwin, Rousseau Christian Evidences Criticise 
Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. Humboldt, sp. Vol Bhelle ; David Hume, Goethe; reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
TEXAS. Robert Burne, Richard artile, Herbert Spencer, Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh. | Con- 


Castelar, Bra atts, J. A. Froude, 


Tyndall. 
> NEW YORK: 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 


88 CLINTON PLACE. 


Books on Practical Steps in Present Needs 


History of Woman’s Costume Movement; its 
first 35 years, Events and Persecutions, Supple- 
mented by Modern Martyrdom. 132pp., fine paper, 
25c. Progress vs. Fashion.  82pp., paper, 10c, 


L. Andruss, Denison. ugh, Chas. A. 


tents: The Origin of Christianity ; The Histori- 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. f 


cal Value o: e New, Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are published at the low Brice of F 
CENTS EACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible; Freethought an 
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UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
D. F. Keeler, Park City. 

W. F. Reybould, Salt Take City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 

Henry Booth, Stockton. 


VIRGINIA. 
Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker, Snowville. 


ENGLAND. ° - 
e . 0c. Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu 

Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, | Treusivon Puce uA NDOMML m Bhd an) lerimi, Genes ang, Bible, Antagonigho j 

Bent on receipt ice, by the author; the above works address T. TRUTH BEEK- 


of pr t 
tojni M. E. TPLLOT ON, Vineland, N. J. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 

A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 

anonymous, itis now known to be the work of W. 

H. BURR, one of our ablest correspondents. More 


than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at this office. 


LITHOGRAPHS 


CHARLES DARWIN 


Admirers of the Great Naturalist, and practically 
the father of Evolution, will be glad to know that 
we hav a fine lithograph of him for sale—size 
183x24 inches on heavy plate paper. Framed, the 


ER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


Robt. G. Ingersoll’s 
OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 


in the suit of the 
Bankers’ and Merchants’ 
graph Company 
against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company. 
9 
So many hay asked for copies of this famous 
speech that THE TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 


supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. ` 


KERSEY GRAVES’S WORKS. 
Sixteen Saviors or None. 


Crucified Saviors; The Bible of Bibles, an 


Tele- Biography of Satan. Paper, 75 cents; cloth, $1. 


twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thousand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
delineation of the characters of the principal 
personnages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
&mination of their doctrins. Price; $2, 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 85 cents. 


icture will make a splendid ornament for the | The World's Sixtee i - 
P AINE’S AGE OF REASON. Parlors of Freethinkers, Price, 25 cents. > uF Christi niorum Pay 
The Grentest of all ti-B Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, ors ; or, 1anity Before Christ. 
or a Anti-Bibli- 88 Clinton Pl., New York, Containing new and startling revelations in 
cal Works ; religious history, which disclose the oriental 
? origin of all the doctrines, principles, precepts, 

By THOMAS PAINE, nd miracles of the Christian New 


estament, 
and furnishing a key for unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 
history of sixteen oriental crucified gods, $2. 
dress THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
33 Olinton Place, New York. 


WHAT'S TO BE DONE? 
A NIHILISTIC ROMANCE. 


By N. G. TCHERNYCHEWSKY. With a portrait 
of the Author. Translated by BENJ. 
R. TUCKER. 


Written in Prison. Suppressed by the Czar, The 
Author Over Twenty Years an Exile in Sibe- 
ria. Russian Edition worth $600 a Copy. 
First American Edition Exhauste 


f “The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, on cents. . Six copies for 


a 


Dabhalh-Breaking 


By JOHN E, REMSBURG, 
Author of “False Claims,” “Bible 
Morals,” Etc. 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the } 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . . . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa-- 
ration.” 


The best and most thorough work ever written 


on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 


Price, 35 cents, view. 


For either of these works, or any of Paine's 
TRUTH SEEKE 


Large and Handsome Print. 


writings, Address THE TRUT ; in Four Days. Second now 
83 Clinton Place, New York. ms ' eady i An No. 

I————————— —— — — —— | Stare Cortes, - - 25 cents. ii “Bages, 

] 2 11 S T Y» M Y HS Six Cops, S z 5 $1.00. PRESS COMMENTS: 

AS BLE X A L9 Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


To call the book the “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” of 
Nihilism is scarcely extravagance.—Boston Adver- 
tiser. 

It is perhaps the book which has most power- 
fully influenced the youth of Russia in their 
growth into Nihilism, and it is remarkable and 
noteworthy as a work which has played so impor- 
tant a part in the political and social history of 
the century.—Boston Courier. | . 

As a revelation of folk life it is invaluable; we 
hav no other Russian pictures that compare with 
it.—Providence Star. TM 

The characters are 80 strongly ead vividly drawn 
that the interest in their fate becomes intense as 
the thread of the narrativ is slowly unwound.— 


88 Clinton Place, New York. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. — 
BY W. 8. BELL. 


“Tam very much pleased with it, and I wish the 
seventy thousand ministers of this country were 
oblige b to purchase the pamphlet and read every 
word of it. 


Price 15 cents. 
+129 


AND THEIR 
Parallels in Other Religions. 


Being a Comparison of the Old and New Testa- 
ment Myths and Miracles with those of 
heathen nations of Antiquity, Con- 
sidering also their Origin 
and Meaning, With 
numerous illus- 

; trations. 
The object of the work is to point out the myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound ; 
o sow that they were held in common with other 


For sale at this office. 


happened to the society for the suppression of 
indecent literature.—St. Louis Republican. 


In gloth, $1; paper, 75 cents. 


adr E TRUTH SEEKER 
Address THE 1E ed Clintons Place, New York. 


1 vol. 8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages. 
Price, 82.50. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ÇO., 
. 88 Clinton Place, New York 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D. 
Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
tf 83 Clinton Pl., New York city. 


Modern Progress; Christianity, its Nature and 


By Krr- 


BEY GRAVES, auther of the World's Sixteen 


Bible of . Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 


Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
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THE HUMBOLDT LIBRARY. 


Price 15 cents each rumber, unless otherwise marked, . 


1. Light Science for Leisure Hours. A series of 
familiar essays on astronomical and other 
patural phenomena. By Richard A. Proc- 

or, F.R.A.S. 

2 The Forms of Water in Clouds and Rivers, Ice 

: and Glaciers. 19 illustrations. By John Tyn- 
dall, F.R.S, 

8. Physics and Politics. An application of the 

principles of Natural Science to Politica] 
ociety. By Walter Bagehot, Author o 
“The English Constitution.” ; 

4. Man's Place in Nature. With numerous illus- 
trations. By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.B. 

5, Education, Intellectual, Moral, and Physical, 
By Herbert Spencer. 

6. Town Geology. With Appendix on Coral and 
Coral Reefs. By Charles Kingsley. 

7. Conservation of Energy. With numerous Illug- 
trations. By Balfour Stewart, LL.D. 

8, Study of Languages, brought back to its Trus 
principles. By C. Marcel. 

9. The Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer. 

10. Theory of Sound in, its Relation to Musio. 

Numerous illustrations. By By Prof. Pietro 

Blaserna. 

11. ) The Naturalist on the River Amazon. _A rec- 

ord of 11 years’ travel. By Henry. Walter 

12. Bates, F.L.S. Not sold separately. 

13. Mind and Body. 'The theories of their rela- 
iions. By Alexander Bain, LL.D. 

14. The Wonders of the Heavens. 82 illustrations. 
By Camille Flammarion. 

15. Longevity. The means of prolonging life after 
middle age. By John Gardner, MD. 

16. Origin of Species. By Thomas H. Huxley, 


17. Progress : Its Law and Cause. With other dis- 
quisitions. By Herbert Spencer. 

18. Lessons in Electricity. 60 illustrations. Br 
John Tyndall, F.R.S. 

19. Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. By 
Richard A. Proctor. i 

20. dE ie ed of Astronomy: By R. Kalley Miller, 

21. The Physical Basis of Life, with other essays. 
By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.8.» 

22, Seeing and Thinking. By Wiliam Kingdon 
Clifford, F.R.S. 

93, Scientific Sophisms. A review of current 
theories conce;uing Atoms; Apes, and Men, 
By Samuel Wainwright, DD. 

94. Popular Scientific Lectures. Illustrated. By 

rof. H. Helmhcltz. 

25. Origin of Nations. By Prof. Geo. Rawlinson, 
Oxford University, 

26. The Evolutionist at Large By Grant Allen. 

27. History of Landholding n England. By 
Joseph Fisher, F.R.H.S. 

98, Fashion in Deformity, at illustrated in the 
customs of Barbarous and Civilized Races. 
Numerous illustrations. By William Henry 
Flower, F.R.S. 

29, Facts and Fictions of Zoology. Numerous 
illustrations. By Andrew Wilson, Ph. D. 

30, 1 Study of Words. By Richard Chenevix 

21, f Trench. 

32, Hereditary Traits and other Essays. By Rich- 
ard A, Proctor. 

33, Vignettes from Nature. By Grant Allen. 

34, Philosophy of Style. By Herbert Spencer, 

35. Oriental Religions. By John Caird, Pres. 

niv. Glasgow; and Others. 

36, Lectureg on Evolution. Illustrated. By Prof. 
T. H. Huxley. 

37. Six Lectures on Light. Illustrated. By John 
Tyndall 


a Geological Sketches. By Archibald Geikie, 


40.. The Evidence of Organic Evolution. By Geo. 
J. Romanes, F.R.S. 

4i. Current Discussions in Science. By W. M. 

illiams, F.C.8. 

49. History of the Science of Politics. By Freder- 
ick Polock. 

43. Darwin and Humboldt. By Professor Huxley, 
Professor Agassiz, and others. 

at Dawn of History. By C. F. Keary, of the 

45. British Museum. 

46. Diseases of Memory. By Th. Ribot. Tran- 

“slated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. 

77 Chiidheod of Iicligions. By Edward Ciodd, 

R.A.S. 


48. Lifoin Naturc, Illustrated, By Jas. Hinton. 

49. The Sun : its Constitution; its Phenomena; 
its Condition. By Judge Nathan ‘I’, Carr, 
Columbus, Ind. i 

af Money and the Mechanism of Exchange. By 

51.§ Prot. W. Stanley Jevons, F.R.S. 

82, Diseases of the Will. By Th. Ribot. Trans- 
lated trom the French by J. Fitzgerald. 

53. Animal Automatism, and other Essays. By 
Prof. T. H. Huxley, F.R.8. 

54. Birth ang Growth of Myth. By Edward Clodd. 


55. Scientific Basis of Morals, and other Essays. 
By William Kingdon Clifford, F.R.3, 


n Ilusions, By James Sully. 


58.1 The Origin of Species. By Charles Darwin. 

59.5 ‘Two double numbers, 30 cents each. 

60. Childhood of the World. By Edward Clodd. 

61. Misccllaneous Essays. By Richard A. Proctor. 

62, Religions of the Ancient World. By Prof. Geo. 
Rawlinson, University of Oxford. Double 
number, 30 cents. 

63. Progressive Morality. By Thomas Fowler, 
t a president of Corpus Christi College, 

xford. 

64. Distribution of Animals and Plants. By A. 
Russel Wallace and W. T. Thiselton Dyer. 

65. Conditions of Mental Development; and other 
Essays. By Wm. Kingdon Clifford. 

66, Technical Education; and other Essays. By 
Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.8. 

67. The Black Death. An Account of the Great 
Pestilence of the Fourteenth Century- 
J. F. C. Hecker, 

68, (Special number, 10 cents.) Three Essay. 

erbert Spencer. 

69. (Double Number, op certs: Fetichism : A Com 
tribution to Anthropology and the History 
of Religion. By Fritz Schultze, Ph.D. Trans- 


lated rom the German by J, Fitzgeraj4 

70, Essays Speculativ and Practical. By Herbert 
Spencer. 

71. Anthropology. By Daniel Wilson, LL.D. 
With Appendix on Archeology. E. B. 
d F.R.S. 

72. The Dancing Mania or the Middl es. B 
J. F. C. Hecker, M.D. IAE y 


73, Eyolution in History, Language, and Science. 
Four Addresses_ delivered at the London 
Or, stal Palace School of Art, Science, and 
rature, 
74, The Descent of Man; and selection in relation 
to Sex. By Qharles Darwin. In & part 
15 cents each. 


Add-^ss THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
83 Clinton Place, New York 


Mapping Out the Brain. _ 
A remarkable surgical operation was de- 
„scribed at the meeting of the British Medical 
Association, held on the 18th inst., by Sur- 
geon Horsley, of the Bloomsbury National 
Hospital for the Paralyzed and Epileptic. 


` The patient upon whom the operation had 


been performed was exhibited by the suc- 
cessful operator. The case is a very inter- 
esting one, because it shows how great prog- 
ress has been made recently in brain 
surgery and in the art of locating the seat of 
disease at the surface of the brain before the 
surgeon’s instruments are used. It also shows 
once more and ina striking way how much 
has been gained for the human race by ex- 
periments upon living animals. 

The patient exhibited by Dr. Horsley was 
treated for epilepsy. It was decided that 
his skull should be opened in order that the 
cause of irritation might be removed. But at 
what point should the opening be made? 
Was it possible for the physician to locate 
accurately the position of the morbid growth 
before the surgeon should begin his work? 
A spot on the skull was pointed out, al- 
though there were no external indications by 
which the physician could be guided or 
assisted. At that spot the skull was opened. 
There a tumor was found imbedded ‘in the 
brain substance. This tumor, with a portion 
of the brain surrounding it, was removed. 
The cause of irritation’ having been taken 
away, the patient ceased to be an epileptic. 
Before the operation was performed he had 
been a great sufferer, and both the frequency 
and the severity of his fits had been increas- 
ing. When he was exhibted at Brighton, 
one month after the operation, the fits had 
not returned. Two other patients, whose 
skulls had been opened for the removal of 
diseased structure or morbid growth, were 
‘shown at the same meeting by Dr. Horsley; 
but in these cases the physician had been 
assisted in locating the seat of disturbance on 
the surface of the brain by external marks, 
caused by injury in one case and by trephin- 
ing in the other. The surgeon's treatment of 
these patients was successful, but for ob- 
vious reasons the first case was far more 
remarkable. ; ca 

In the first case the point at which the 
skull should be opened was determined solely 
by the fact that the patient’s fits began in the 
muscles which act upon the left thumb: 
Knowing this, the attending physician also 
knew that the region of the brain which ex- 
cités or governs the movements of those 
muscles was irritated by something that 
should be removel. He knew under what 
part of the skull that part of the brain sur- 
face could be found. He pointed out the 
part of the skull which covered that part of 
the brain; the surgeon removed the bony 
covering; the tumor was revealed and taken 
out. à 

The.art of locating accurately in this way 
the seat of disturbance has been developed 
by a long series of experiments upon the 
brains of living animals. It is one of the 
greatest of the results that hav been attained 
by what is commonly called vivisection— 
a broad term which covers experiments of 
many kinds, some of which do not necessa- 
rily fall under a strict definition of the word. 
By the side of this a t the art of surgery has 
been developed and improved by means of 
vivisection. Ability to locate the irritating 
growth and ability to remove it without kill- 


ing the patient hav been obtained alike in | 


great measure by experiments upon living 
animals. The results are already of great 
value'to mankind. 

If we were trying to show that vivisection is 
justifiable, and is required for the develop- 
ment of the healing arts, we should point out 
many other most valuable discoveries that 
hav been made by means of such experi- 
ments. It may be that some experiments 
that are made upon animals are made unnec- 
essarily or frivolously, for unworthy motivs, 
in improper ways, or without due regard to 
the results that should be aimed at. We do 
not see why a physician should be allowed to 
torture and maim countless animals for the 
sole purpose of getting- so-called evidence to 
be used by a rich railroad company in oppos- 
ing the claims of passengers who hav been 
injured on its lines. Such a use of vivisec- 
tion was recently made by a physician in a 
neighboring state. But a careful examina- 
tion of the history and results of vivisection, 
if made with intelligence and without prej- 
udice, will prove that experiments among 
animals hav been of very great service in the 
development of the arts by which human 
suffering is removed or alleviated, and valu- 
able human lives are saved. The case of Dr. 


i z 
Horsley’s epileptic patient furnishes a re- 
markable addition to the literature of this 
subject.— Times. l a 
e 
Purcell and His Victims. 

The creditors of the late Archbishop Pur- 
cell, of Cincinnati, hav not received any of 
their money, and charge that neither his 
ecclesiastical successor nor any of the priest- 
hood show any disposition to aid them in its 
recovery. Naturally indignant in the ex- 
treme at their treatment, they hav addressed 


letters detailing their grievances to all the 
leading Catholic prelates in the country, and 
even to the pope himself, and demanding re- 
dress. They declare that if they do not get 
it they will withdraw from the church, which 
has taken their money and will not repay it, 
and they are obviously in earnest. The 
whole amount, with interest, is more than 
$4,000,000, a great part of it the small wages 
of servants and manual laborers. Many of 
the creditors hav nearly starved, and some of 
them hav committed suicide from their losses. 
Archbishop Purcell had no more knowledge 
of. business than an infant, and did not as- 
sume to hav. His brother, Edward Purcell, 
took charge ‘of all the funds, and was be- 
lieved to be an excellent financier. He paid 
interest on deposits, but actually kept no ac- 
counts, and had no idea of whom or what he 
owed. If he had been an imbecil, he could 
not hav been more incapable than he showed 
himself to be. And yet he was generally es- 
teemed a man of intellect and sagacity. He 
seemed to think that he would never be 
called on to account for the money he had re- 
ceived. There was no scandal about it. The 
principal had all been expended in building 
churches, orphan asylums, schoolhouses, 
and educational and charitable institutions. 
Nevertheless, the church for whose benefit it 
has been expended refuses to make any part 
of it ‘good. It is incredible that it should 
take such a position. The Catholic church 
has, from its very foundation, been begging 
on the whole world, has drawn into its cof- 
fers millions of millions, and now turns a 
deaf ear to the appeals of hundreds of poor 
men and women, who merely ask for their 
own, spent, as the priests claim, for the glori- 
fication of God. It cannot afford to do this. 
The rights of humanity and civilization will 
not allow its prelates to ignore so manifestly 


just 2 demand. The church will be com- |. 


pelled to make restitution. - 1t is an encourag- 
ing sign that the suffering Catholics hav the 
independence to insist on their rights. They 
hav always been in the habit of submitting 
blindly and obeying implicitly. The idea of 
the laity threatening is a strange innovation; 
hitherto it has been the church. When it 
thundered, the knees of myriads of worship- 
ers knocked together and they prayed to be 
spared.: And.to dare to address with anger 
and menace even the sovereign pontiff! 
Times hav indeed changed, and men are 
steadily freeing themselvs from the shackles 
of superstition. The last place where a spark 
of independence would be looked for would 
be among the poorer classes of Catholics; 
and lo! there it has at last been found.—Wew 
York Commercial Advertiser. 


Paine Vindicated! 


~o— 


A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New | 


York Observer's slanderous attacks 
upon the Authér-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 
both the slanders and 
their refutation. . 


BY ROBERT G., INGERSOLL, 
—Ó— E 
The New York Obsérver (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. 


60pp. Price 10 cents; 12 copies, $1. 


A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD 


A Fabricated Account of a Seene at the Death- 
‘bed of Thomas Paine, 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


. 18pp. Price 5 cents; 25 for $1.00. 
For these fwo pamphlets address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
88 Clinton PL, New York, 


den of Eden, in which its superiority to the muti- 
lated copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. 


UNIVERSAL HISTOR! 


z 1 
HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS 


mina Senker. 


less important, as conveying information that all 


vie Se 
Mottoes fur Freethinkers. 
- We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards, which we offer for sale. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the ** God-bless-our- 
home? placards which disfigure the walls of so 
many houses. They are printed on heayy‘card- 
board, 9 inches by 221-2. The motto is in black; 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gram of U. M. L. The following are the Various 
readings: 


: THE LIVING HAV A RIGHT TO CONTROL : 
: THE WORLD. : 


SUPERSTITION IS THE CHILD OF SLAVERY. 


ete! et ee eee eee eee eee eee eee ere. eee eer) 


H REASON IS A BETTER GUIDE THAN: FEAR, : 


: UNIVERSAL. MENTAL LIBERTY. : 


: THE TIME TO BE HAPPY IS NOW. ^" £ 
: AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY IS HERE. t 


NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE 
TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. 


H THE WORLD IS MY COUNTRY; . ~ 
D, TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION. 


The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents. . 

For Freethought societies there is a large card 
22 x 15 inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading, containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism. Framed it makes & splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Prigge, 30 
cents. Anyof these will be sent postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. . iw p iy AS 

^ Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, |. |. . 

. 83 Clinton PL, New York City. ` 


ADAMI AND HEVA. 
BY S. P. PUTMAM." Ru 
A poetic version of the Indian Story of the Gar- 


PRICE, 10 CENTS. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, . 
98 Olinton Place, New York. 


AND FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. 
By Prof. H. M. Cottinger, A.M. 


This book is just what the busy world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of history from 2,000 
years B.C..on up to 1883, all in a nutshell.—Et- 


‘As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place ; in the family: it would be no 


should be acquainted with.—Susan Wixon, 

Mr. Cottinger’s intentions in writing this book 
are excellent, and his standpoint admirable. It- 
may be commended as f g its purpose of a 


concise and interesting historical text-book.— 


Milwaukee Sentinel, 
Price, Cloth, $1.50. 
For Schools, in Quantities, $1.00, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 
SUBJECTS : 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
Some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in nglish or. German 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. . 


SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the ‘Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr, E. B, Foote. Five volumes, at $1 each, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2. 


XUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
rends illustrated and cloth bound. (The ffth 
volume of **Sciencein Story.") 50 cents. 


HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages. 
By Dr. Foote. $5 cents, : 


SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam- 
phlets). By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.; “ Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, advocating personal and public hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; 'íHealth in the Sun- 
i the blue-glass cure—of value 


beam,” considerin. I 
to sick and well. By mail, 10 cents each. 
“The Law 


HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages, cloth 
bound, $2; “Heredity,” by_ Lorin; oody;- 159 

ages, cloth, 75 cents; “The Law of Heredity,” by 
E H. Marsh, 10 cents; *'The Alphabet of the 
Human Temperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; ** Generation before Regen- 
eration,” by Dr. E. B. Foote, JT., 10 cenis; “ Re- 
ports of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
1882,” 10 centa ;9 nuns er Mea of the 
Institute of Heredity, May 29, ? 10 cents. 

A ldeaas CAE CRUCE SEEKER 


THE CREDIT FONCIER 0F SINALOA. 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; J. M. Pryse and J. 
M. Burgler, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 
prise, the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and generally 
to the practical solution of the problem of Integral 
Co-operation, Price, $1 a year; 50 cents for six 
months; 25 cents for three months.j 


| Doctrin of Inspiration: being 
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FREETHOUGHT WORKS. 


For Sale at Tux Truru Szexer Office. 


Birth and Death of Religions. By 


oHN E. Burron. ` Price, 10 cents. 


Christian and Deist. A Business 
Man’s Social and Religious Views. Bold 
and trenchant. blows against theology 
and inhumanity. Price, 1.00. 


Christianity from a Scientific and 
Historical Standpoint. By Ww. N. 
Lauren, attorney at Law. Contents: In- - 
troduetion, Unrevealed Religion, Old 
Testament Religion, Evidence in Support 
of Christianity, Alleged Failure of Chris- - 
tianity, Proposed Substitute for Chris- . 
tianity, Conclusion. 50 cents. 


Christ of Paul; or, the Enigmas of 
, Christianity. St. John never in Asia., 
Minor: Irenæus the author of the Fourth 
Gospel; The Frauds of the Churchmen 
of the Second Century Exposed. By Gro. 
Reser. Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pp. $2. 


Classified Bible Extracts; 
Holy Scriptures Analyzed. by 
CooPER. Price, 25 cents. 


Confessions of an Inquirer. Why: 
' and What Am I? By JAMES JACKSON JAR- - 
vES. Price, $1.25. 


Cooper's Lectures on the Soul. In 
which the. doctrin of immortality is re- ` 
ligionsly and philosophically considered. 
Price, 75 cents. 


Cradle of the Christ. 
Primitiv Christianity. 
rNGHAM. Price, $1.75. 


Cultivation of Art, And Its Relationa 
to Religious Puritanism and Money-Get- 
ting. By A. R. Coopzn.. 12mo, 48 pp.. 
Price, flexible cloth, 35 cents; paper, 20. 


Divine and Moral Works of Plato.. 
Translated from the original Greek. With ` 
introductory dissertations and notes. 
Price, $2.50. : 


or, the 
ROBERT 


A Study in: 
By O. B. Fzorz- 


an 
Inquiry Concerning the Infallibility, In- - 
spiration, and Authority of Holy Writ. . 
By the Rev. Jony Macnavcur, M.A., In- 
cumbent of St.’ Chrysostom’s church, 
Everton, Liverpool, England. Price, $1.50 


Elegant Extracts from the Bible. 
(Perhaps inelegant would bea more proper 
term.) Price, 10 cents. 


English Life of Jesus. 
scott. Dedicated to 


ather to ky 


By Tuomas: 
those who seek ` 


Epidemic Delusions. A Lecture by 


Frepertox R. Marvin, M.D. Price, 10 cts. 


Essays on Mind, Matter, Forces, The- 
ology, ete. By Caantes E. Towy- 
SEND. “Extra cloth, 12mo, 404pp. Price, 
$1.50. Sequel to Essays. 
thor. Price, 75 cents. 


WORKS OF PROF. DENTON. 
Be Thyself. Price, 10 cents. 
Christianity no Finality; or, Spirit- 


ualism Superior to Christianity. 10 cents, 


Common Sense Thoughts on the. 
Bible. Price, 10 cents. 


Garrison in Heaven. A Dream. 10 cts. 


Geology; The Past and Future of our 
Planet. Price, $1.50. 


Is Spiritualism True? Price, 10 cts. 


Man's True Savior. Price, 10 cents. 


Orthodoxy False, since 


True. Price, 10 cents. 


Radical Discourses on Religious Sub- 
jects. Price, $1.25. 


Radical Rhymes. Price, $1.25. 


Sermon from Shakspere’s Text. 
Price, 10 cents. 3 


Spiritualism is 


Soul of Things: or, Psychometric Re- 
. -Bearches and Discoveries, In three vol- 
umes. Price, $1.50 per volume. 


The Deluge in the Light of Modern 
Seience. Price, 10 cents. 

The God Proposed for Our National - 
Constitution. Price 10 cer ts. 


The Irreconcilable Records; or, Gene- 
sis and Geology Cloth, 40 cents; paner 
25 cents. ` 


The Pocasset Tragedy. 10 cents. 
Is Darwin Right? Price, $1.25. 
What ls Right? Price, 10 cents. 


What Was He? or, Jesus in the Light 
of the Nineteenth Century. Price, cloth, 
$125; paper, $1. : 


Who are Christians? Price, 10 cents. 
Who Killed Mary Stannard? 10 cents 


By same au- - 
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Ingersolls V 
The Gods. Paper, 50 ct 


In five lectures, comprisin 
M : Thomas Paii 


- Contents: “ Fhe, Se 
Woman, and Child” “The J- ` 
dependence," `“ About ` Fari * 
e The Grant Banquet,” ‘Th E 
Clark,” “The Past: Rises k 
Dream,” and “ A Tribute to E 

Some Mistakes of Moses 
cloth, $1.26.. ; Code Pg 

Interviews on/Talmage. 

' plain cloth, $1.35: 0°. is 

What Must We Doto B 
per, $5 cents. Fees t i 

The Christian Religic 
Ingersoll Judgé Jeremiah & 
George E, Fisher... Paper, 5C 


Orthodoxy. : 56 pages, 


10 cents, | $1.00: per:doz. post 
large, clear type, and conta 

id be. delivered in, two 
This makes à grand. miss 
Liberals should scatter it ge 


Ingersoll. Catechised: 1 
a Number of Vital Questio: 
the editor of the San Fram 
cents: per: dozen; 25 copies 

, Millions of these should be. 

Vindication of Thom: 
the attacks of the New York 
ert G: Ingersoll. -Price,.10 ¢ 

Address on the Civil, 

. Large size ootavo, paper; 15 

Ingersoll's Lectures Gc 
Bound in one yolume. To: 
for Mr. Ingersoll’s works, thi. 
all his lectures, except the: 
doxy,” bound. in one: beanti: 
calf, library style,.and cor 
pages, Which is sold at th. 
price of $5; Sent by mail po 

Tributes. There hav’: 

. applications for Mr. Inger 


is Brother," “The Vision o;, 
Banquet Toast," and the re: 
“Little. Harry Miller's Gray 

. been printed on heavy toned 

- minated border, and in large 
ble for framing; and the four 
to any address; for 50ct8, or ʻe: 


Prose Poems and Sele 


new book is a gem. tis a 
spect. In fact, one of the 
best ever issued. It contai 
ebrated *‘ Decoration Day € 
fore published, and all the f 
heretofore printed in variot 
brought together till now, 
selected from the speeches 
ures, letters, table-talks, aad d&y-tO-qAy CUI. 
yersationg of the author, Tie work is designed 
for and will be accepted by ;4d iing friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To hel: 
uxpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph 


2^ dac simile, has been prepared especially for it. 


Price,in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in f 4 
LOCH a.Gilb. FECHA tyle ana finish, $B" 


Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 
life, price 1:50 each, Every ađmirer of these 
apostles of Religious Liberty should hay them, 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 

uperb photographs, 22x28, $5; i 

$3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, Bone ea Wate 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


PAACTICAL EXPERIENCE 


. WITH. POULTRY, 


BY GEO. M. DAVENPORT, 


This work contains all that can be learned from 
a two dollar book, Sold at the low price of 25 
cents, Young girls are wanted in every country 
town to sell it. Liberal discount to the trade. 
Price, 25 cents per copy. 


` Address GEO, M. DAVENPORT, 


TRUTH SEEKER Office, 
83 Olinton Place, New York. 


` and 
The Errors of the Bible Exposed, 
] BY O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
88 Clinton Place. New York. : 
John R. Kelso, A.M, 
^ CONTENTS: - 
The Old Testament.—The New Testament.—Tho 
D 
cles cf the Bible.—The Errors of the Bible.—Th 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Bible. —The 
thie Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 
avior. ; 
Crown octavo, 833 PR: . Splendidly executed Sent 
rice, $3.00. 


Bible Fabrieations Refuted 
Price, 15 cents. 
» : NE 
BY l 
Oreation.—The Deluge.—The Exódus.—The Mir: 
Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 
by mail, post paid. 


REPLY 
TO REY. L. A. LAMBERT'S 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.” 


By B. W. Lacy 
A thorough exposure of the Catholic priests 
sophistry, unfairnéss, and histor- 
ical misstatement, 
| Prie., Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


serve this! 


s ; in full Turkey mo- 
"The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and | 


Price, $1.50- 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 0O., 
** 88 Clinton Place; New York. 


^A STUDY. 
Y 


BY LEWIS C, JANES. 


"This book treats of the natural evolution of the 
Ohristian religion, its historical antecedents in 
Palestinian Judaism and Roman Paganism ; in- 
yestigates tho history of the founder of Christian- 
ity in the light of the latest scientific criticism of 
the New Testament; shows that the true story of 

e Man, Jesus, and his genuin. teachings ‘are 
separable. from the later legendary accretions 
which hav confounded him with the mythical 
Christ, and traces.the natural development of 
Christian dogma and ecclesiastical institutions. 
Complete references and full i vO 
cloth, gilt top. Price $1.50, 

Bold at THE TRUTH SEEKER Office. 


A SKETCH OF THE LIFE 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA,| 


OR THR 


Fürst Ten Decades of Our Era. 


BY 
DANIEL M. TREDWELL. 


Designed to show upon the authority of Hist: 
that Apolloniusof Tyana performed miracles an 
spoke wise sayings equal to those attributed to 

esus Christ, 350pp., octavo, best style, Price $2.50. 

Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER office. 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


. . OR, 

The Forgery of the Old Testament 
' Dedicated to the clergy- 
Di BY MA 


H. J. SEIGNEURET, 
_ Becularist. 
Price, - 5 =- o. 10 cents. 


‘Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


SACRED MYSTERIES 
. AMONG THE : 
Mayas and the Quiches 11,500 
Years Ago. 


ORIGIN OF TRE BIBLIOAL MYTH 
By AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON. 


Illustrated - E - Price, $2.50. 
For Sale at this office. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


MEN or Bustnuss Wao Dip SowzTHING BESIDES 
Q MONEY. 


A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 
BY JAMES PARTON. 


This book contains 400 pages, plainly printed, 
treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 
helped the world; together with -eight portraits, 
Mr. Parton’s works need no commendation. They 
are standard. 

$1.25, 


Price, - .- a = - 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
88 Olinton Place, New York, 


l pis ia Price, $1.00. 
PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY, 


index.  820pp. 8vo, 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


- For sale at this offee. 


‘TREGTHOUGHT NOVEL". 
The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonne 


author of Exeter Hall, Family Oreeds, Day of 


Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
* 90 cents; cloth,-$1.25. 
Family Creeds. By William McDon- 


nell, author of “Exeter Hall,” Price, cloth. 

__ $1.25; paper, 7% cents. - : 

Exeter Hall. “ One of the most excit- 
ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 

Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 

. A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 


George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404pages. $1.25. 
The Outcast. A deep, finely written 


Radical story. From the London edition, By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 


80 cents. 
All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
“The great charm of 


Miss Susan H. Wixon, 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
Personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perapicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 
ect to find, in such a marked degree, even 
rom so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethoughtranks.” Price, 
$1.50, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason 
BY ROBERT 0. ADAMS. 


loth, $1.35. For Belg at this Office. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 


Youth. By Susan H. Wixon. Without Buper- 
stition. he Only Illustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children's Story-Book everissued. 66 full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heav; 
toned paper, broad margins, uminate 
covers; 4to, 224 Pp., bds., $1.25. 


Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 
the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 
e Young Folks, By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.%. This very excel- 
lent work for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued_at a reduced price of 


$1.25, free of postage.. This new edition has a |. 


photograph of the author which adds v 
nuch to the value of the volume. SE 
By 


The Youth's Liberal Guide. 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M, Price; $1.00. This 
volume aims at the education of youth in the 
princi les of Freethought, at the same time 
hat it inculcates moral duties and human 
rights from a stand, pint of pure reason and 
common sense, 

SEBRER, ——— id a 


THE TRUTH. SEEKER ANNUAL 


Price, 25 cenis, 


501: 


RAL LEAGUE No. 257 
ndustrial Hall, Broad and 
:30 p.m. for lectures and 
ious and social questions. 
he audience. N.B.—Truth 
ys on hand at cheap rates. 


SHAKSPERE.: 


kspere could not write,. 
P Francis Bacon to the Earl. 
TAD., 1590. By Y 
For sale at this 


LL SALE! 


h accumulation of debts, I 
photice all my elegant stock : 


ALE COST. 


mond ear-drops $200, worth 
a worth $200; another pair, 
legant brooch, arabesqne 
, worth $225; another, line 
4290; worth $325; another, 
): same, $80, worth $1.95 
‘reductions. Smaller dia- 
below lowest market price. 
‘embossed case watch set 
5, worth $200; lady's watch 
125; $100 watches, $70; $80 
68, $50 ;; solid gold chains, 
d jewelry, 95 per cent dis~ 
.» BUbject lo inspection, or 
hüisfactory, 
BAVE 


D MONEY. 
L'ETTRTEIN, Rochelle, Ill. 


is a regularly educat- 
ed and legally quali- 
|fied physician, and 
the most successful 
as his practice w. 
rove. He has for 
‘twenty years treated 
exclusivly all diseases 
of the Sexual Organs, 
in the cures of which 
hestands preeminent 
d SPERMATORREGA 
and IMPOTENOY 
“| as the result of self- 
‘| abuse in youth and 
sexual excesses in ma- 
turer years, causing 
night emissions by 
dreams, loss of sexual 
A power, renderin, 
md ert ] ete. are cura 
Fitside application in sixty 
AMI DIGN USED. Itis one 
e discoveries, which is en- 
medical profession, It is 
fap, such as a pad, belt, pasg- 
Ebliance, but sim ly a medi- 
Phally on the parts affected, 
Bion. Send five 2-cent stamps 
elor,” giving full informa- 
OD, ATOE P. Fellows, Vineland, N. J. 
and say where you saw this advertisment, 


N. B.—Dr. Fellows begs leave to say that he is 
an Infidel of the most pronounced character. Bro, 
Liberals, your patronage 18 solicited. 


Wm. HENRY 
office, 


jen 


HUPPELLS 
Moper 


*SHOPPEL'S MODERN HOUSES ^ No. 3. 
(Just Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. k . 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
for putting them together, 

While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. tis, in fact, a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; & perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, so exact that it is useful to 

uilders. 

55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000). 

2 New Designs for Barns. 

1 New Design for a Chapel. " 

Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 

(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 

An Article on Villa Park Associations. 

SENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE, $1. 
Address 


THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN AS30°N. 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it. , : 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish thatthe friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


THE MODERN BALAAM. 


phowing the Balaam of modern times to be the 
priests. ltisasplendid pictorial argument. Price 
«er dozens cents; per hundred. $1.50 


CHRISTIANITY 
A REWARD FOR CRIME. 
substantiated by the Bibie, 


uL — As 


BY 
O. B. WHITFORD, M. D. : 
Price 16 Cents, | Per Doze, $1.0 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
38 Clinton Place, New York. 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
aid Convention, J anuary 29,1884. Price 

cents. : 
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— diews of 1 


Cuorsra is carrying of 
a day in Italy. Md 
VIOTORIA Monosrst, th: 
Gould's partner, has at, le} 
man husband, after man: 
sities, and will enter à cor 


Srrixgs are rife among: 
New York tailors, plùm- * 
bers, capmakers, and. 
boxmakers. 2 2 


GzRoNIMO and his band ` 
hav surrendered to Cap- 
tain Lawton. They were: 
conveyed to Bowie, A. T. í 

Ay Orange funeral pro-! 
cession in Dublin, Ire-: 

- land, on Sunday was at-. 
tacked by Catholics, and - 
there was much throw- : 
ing of stones. 


Tre hatters’ union, of | 
New York are endeavor- . 
ing to enforce the relig. : 
ious law on dealers who ' 
open their stores on Sun-, 
day. The police very} 
sensibly decline to coöp: 
erate with the hatters in: 
this hypocritical move-j 

. ment. - ; 

Tue Association of 
Creditors of Archbishop | 
Purcell met at Cincin-; 
nati on the Sth, andi 
passed a resolution call-' 
ing on the trustees of the 
estate to render an ac-' 
count of rents of property i 
in their hands; also a res-; 
olution calling on thei’ 
clergy to giv the com- | 
municants the control of ! 
the business affairs of: 
the churches. . )J 


Tux earthquake shock in Charleston dam- 
aged church buildings to the amount of more 
. than a million dollars. : 


PazsrmENT CLEVELAND is enjoying a vaca- 


tion in Clinton county, New York. He isTes| 


ported to hav shot a deer last week. 


Tax Government of Peru has decreed that 
Chinese residents of that country may enjoy 
the same rights and privileges as other colon- 
ists. 

Tue ‘sea serpent” is now showing himself 
in the Hudson River. Up to date'he has 
. been seen by none but persons of **undoubted 
veracity." : 


Ir is reported that nearly one thousand. 
members of Typographical Union No. 6 are 
are now out of work. It is said that this 
summer has been the worst for several 
years. l 

Tur czar of Russia has forced Alexander, 
the Bulgarian prince, to abdicate. Dispatches 
say that the other European powers are 
greatly exercised over the affair, Germany 
being indignant, Austria astonished, and Eng- 
land very angry. 


ArrHouaH Brooklyn is called the city of 
churches, the Rev. W. F. Bainbridge, of 
Providence, R. I., regards it as.a promising 
place for missionary effort, and thirteen mis- 
sion stations are to be established. 


Farner Epwarp COLEMAN, of Iowa, was 
taken from the street in this city last week in 
& very drunken condition. In the police 
court he pleaded that he had not had a drink 
before for ten years, and the justice dis- 
charged him. 


A Curistian or Campbellite minister 
named George W. Hortzclaw, aged forty 
years, has been convicted at: Heber, Ark., of 
forgery and sentenced to five years’ imprison- 
ment. He became a Methodist minister at 
the age of twenty-eight. He married three 
times, deserting his wives in succession. He 
was in the midst of a successful revival in 
Franklin.county, and had immersed several 

“converts in a stream near the scêne of his 

: labors when arrested on the charge of forgery. 
He protested his innocence, and considerable 
excitement ensued among his followers. 
‘When his case was called in the Cleburne 
county circuit court he entered a plea of 
guilty and accepted the five years’ sentence. 
He did this to avoid other complications, a 
sheriff from Illinois having arrived during 
the trial with a warrant for his arrest on the 
charge of bigamy. 
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"NEW YORK STATE 


Aem 
Tc€Hik Ed. 


FREETHINKERS’ ASSOCIATION, 


TO BE HELD AT 


White Sulphur Springs Park, Saratoza 
l Co., New York, 
From Thursday, Sept. 2d, to Sunday, Sept. 12th, 1886. 


Reduction on all railroad routes. 
from all points. 


The best Liberal speakers will be in attendance. 


Special excursion rates to Saratoga 


The following is the 


list so far as they hav accepted: John Peck—subject, “ The Gods on Exhibi- 


tion ;’ Lucy N. Colman—subjects, “Reminiscences in the Life of a Reformer,” 


and * Woman's Duty To-day in the World's Work;” W. S. Bell—subject, 
“Conflict Between Christianity and Civilization ;* Mrs. F. C. Reynolds—sub- 
ject, “Woman: Past, Present, and Future;" J. L. Andrew—subject, “Modern 


Infidelity ;' Miss Susan H. Wixon. 


Splendid facilities are afforded for boating, bathing, fishing, driving; 


magnificent scenery. The best dancing pavilion in the state. 
Everything necessary to an enjoyable occasion. 


le si Fine band. 
All the advantages of a visit 


to Saratoga will be afforded visitors, thus combining the attractions of that 
popular watering-place with those of the convention. 


Season tickets, admitting the bearer to all lectures, $1.00. First-class 
board, $1.00 per day.. (It will greatly facilitate matters if orders for season 
tickets with remittance accompany applications for rooms.) Applications for 
tickets and rooms should be addressed to C. B. Reynolds, 33 Clinton Place, 
New York. Contributions, necessary to defray preliminary expenses, may be 


sent to the treasurer, E. M. Macdonald. 


Thomas Paine, The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the sto 
of the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. Choice extracts from ‘Common Sense,” 
* American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine's 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper. 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 
oloth, 75 cents. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 


cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz, 40 cts. 


Bible Inquirer. .À Key to Bible In- 
vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions 
with numerous references and citations, tha 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
of other propositions in the same book. Price 

cents. 


.& multitude of augurs who sometimes smile when 


the ideas of God held by the 
ł more ‘sensible than Paul's, 
‘ed in the flesh and blood ne- 
ier conceptions of him were 
“ao of nature's forces. If Paul 
ature instead of God; he would 
correct, Nature is truly the 
; and the power of motion, 
i and is at all times near 
; every living being. This 
+ ever-present power was 
never made. nor devised, 
while the God Paul believed 
-in was devised ín the minds 
of ignorant men.—D. M. 
Bennett, is^ 

Pope's view of his own 
career suggests the curious 
problem, how it came to 


Should be the butt of so 
? many hostilities. ^ How 
jcould eny man. be angry 
with a writer of gentle pas- 
torals and versified love- 
letters? The answer of 
Pope was, that this was the 
normal state of . things, 
“The life of a wit,” he says, 
in the preface to his works, 
“isa warfare upon earth,” 
xand the warfare results 
ti from the hatred of men of 
=| genius natural to the dull. 
fq Had anyone else made such 
a statement, Pope would 
hav seen its resemblance to 
Sthe complaint of the one 
e reasonable juryman over- 
E powered by eleven obstinate 
«fellows. But we may. admit 
“that an extremely sensitiv 
¥ nature is a bad qualification 
* for a public career, 
‘who ventures into the 
throng of competitors with- 
i out a skin will be tortured 
‘ by:every touch, and suffer 
3 the more if he turns to re- 
. taliate. — Leslie. :Stephen's 
* Pope. 7 
Tuar civilized world has 
outgrown Christianity, and 
“dis now in the condition of 
"the Roman empire in the 


EE tes OF 


Infidelity above, a sýrdid superstition below; & 
school of Plutarchs who endeavor to reconcile the 
fables of a barbarous people .with the facts of 
science and the lofty conceptions of philosophy ; 


they meet, but who more often feel inclined to 
Entering the church in theif" Voten Herir MAN 

minds wero formed, they discover too late what it 
is that they adore, and since they cannot tell the 
truth, and let their wives and children starve, they 
are forced to lead a life which is a lie. What a 
state of society is this in which Freethinker is a 
term of abuse, and in which doubt is regarded as 
asin! . . Worship is aconventionality; churches 
are bonnet-shows, places of assignation, shabby- 
genteel salons, where the parochial “ At Home " 
is given, and respectable tradesmen exhibit their 
daughters in the wooden stalls. . . We are now 
in the dreary desert which separates two ages of 
belief. A new era is at hand.—Reade's Martyrdom 
of Man. 

MinTON read with selection, and “meditated,” 
says Aubray, what he read. His practice con- 
formed to the principle he has bimself laid down 
in the oft-quoted lines (Paradise Regained, iv, 822) : 

i Who reads 

Incessantly, and to his reading brings not 

A spirit and judgment equal or superior, 

Uncertain and unsettled still remains, 

Deep versed in books, and shallow in bimself. 

—Pattison's Milton, 

Trug Scotchman as Carlyle was, with all his 
fiery emotions and prejudices in favor of the big- 
oted Presbyterianism of his parents, of his mother 
especially, whom he idolized; and fond as he was 
of spicing his talk with the imagery and aphorisms 
of scripture, still he, at a quite early day in his 
life, repudiated the orthodoxy of Scotland, and 


declined to be a professional mouthpiece of it ina 


pulpit, where his mother hoped to see him. He 
would do anything to please her, but he could not 
make such a sacrifice of his deepest convictions as 
compliance in that matter would hav involved. 
But he always had a kindness for Christianity— 
not doctrinal, sophisticated, ecclesiastical Chris- 


tianity, but for the primitiv, genuin article. To 


him it was the * worship of sorrow,” as it was to | 
his master, Goethe—the religion of reverence to 
that which is beneath us. “The temple of Chris- 
tianity,” he says, “founded some eighteen cent- 
uries ago, now lies in ruins, overgrown with 
jungle, the habitation of doleful creatures." He 
saw in the founder of Christianity man morally at 
his highest and best, and no so-called God, or son 
of God, and vulgar miracle-monger.—B. W. Ball. 
Tur worst ill service you can do to the violent is 
to show them that they may work their wicked 
will unpunished and unchecked by the natural in- 
stincts of humanity. It is to make them “masters 
of the situation." to encourage them by success 
and impunity, to enthrone them as monarchs of 
the world. It is to put goodness under the foot of 
evil, and so to drive back the progress of human- 
ity; . . it is, too, to harden the sinner in his 
wrong; the criminal in his crime, and the brute in 
his brutality; to teach him to proceed in out- 
rages and iniquities that pay so well. Hundreds 
that would hav been stopped at the outset of their 
‘criminal career by prompt and timely resistance 
are led on by the impunity which submission se- 
cures till habits of crime are formed, and recovery 
becomes hopeless. Non-resistance, again, be- 
comes connivance and éomplicity in wrong.— 


! Greg's Creed of Christendom, 


pass that so harmless a man . 


Aman . 
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Communications, 


“The Church and Its Influence. 


- A believer in the so-called divine revelation must 
necessarily be intolerant, because he believes that it 
emanated from God and must therefore be perfect. 
Anything contrary to the revelation must be wrong 
and therefore will meet his displeasure. 

I wonder why the Christian cannot see that the 
Mormon, the Mohammedan, or the Brahman must 
necessarily hav the same confidence in his particular 
revelation that he has in his. 

The Christian believes that God will punish every 
man who goes contrary to his “will.” The “will” of 
God is the Bible, as the Christian understands it, 
and when he takes the punishment into his own 
hands he thinks he is only carrying out the purpose 
of God. Every Christian persecution has had its 
root in this belief. 

If I believed the Bible to be the word of God, I 
would hang a witch at sight; I would stone a man to 
death who picked up sticks on the Sabbath; I would 
burn every work on astronomy and geology, and 
their authors should share the same fate. 

I would plant myself on the Bible and say, “ This 
book is God's holy will to man. 
thing, and if it had been necessary for man to know 
more than his ‘will’ contains, God would hav put it 
down in this book." I would oppose every improve- 
ment, knowing God would hav spoken about it if it 
had been agreeable to his * will." 

If a man should speak lightly of the account of 
ereation, or Noah's big boat and floating menagerie, 
or Jonah's wonderful sea voyage, or the feats of 
Samson, I would burn him as & blasphemer. 

I hav no doubt that in the main every woman who 
has been publicly whipped ; every witch that has been 
hanged; every heretic who has been burnt, has 
been whipped, hanged, or burnt by those who 

. thought they were doing the * will of God." 


The difficulty is to make the Christian understand: 


the difference between ignorant men and a wise God. 
The most ridiculous things written by the most 
ignorant meu in semi-barbarous times are to the 
Christian the word of an omniscient God. 

It was impossible for Bible writers to anticipate the 
civilization, wants, and condition of the people of to- 
day; and hence the Christian is chained back to the 
ignorance of the times in which his Bible originated, 
and he fights the reformer who tries to break his 
chains. Nothing suits him like the mental darkness 
of old Bible times, because he believes such darkness 
to be in accord with the “will” of God. With such 
belief, how can the Christian progress only ashe is 
pushed along by outside force? 

How can a man believe in the science of geology 
and at the same time believe in the “six days of cre- 
ation,” as laid down in the book of Genesis? How 
can he teach the science of astronomy and at the 
same time teach that the jumble in Genesis is a 
“divine revelation?’ The Bible writers knew noth- 
ing about the science of astronomy or geology, yet 
to the Christian their ignorance is divine knowledge. 

The Christian is just what his Bible makes him. 
There are laws of mind as well as laws of matter. 
He would not be proscriptiv if he knew it, but the 
Bible writers hav made his God a tyrant, and he is 
a the time trying to carry out the “will” of his 

od. l 


When he reads in his Bible, “ Thou shalt not suffer | 


a witch to liv,” instead of regarding the command as 
the vaporings of a supertitious fanatic, he firmly be- 
lieves it to be the word of God; and if by anything 
which may transpire he comes to believe that a 
person is a witch, he will kill the person at sight. 
The difficulty is to see things as the Christian sees 
them—to view them from a Christian’s standpoint. 


When he reads in his Bible that women are to be’ 


“ripped up alive,” and helpless children murdered, 
he sees no brutality in it. To him they were ene- 
mies to God and justly deserved the cruelties 
practiced upon them. 

He does not reflect that, instead of such horrid 


commands coming from God, they were issued by a- 


military savage. He does not think that if God 
-wanted to wreak his vengeance on innocent babies 
which he himself had created he would not be com- 
pelled to call on a lot of half-savage wretches to ex- 
ecute his will when one turn of the screw of his 
almighty power would blast them all out of existence. 
The history of the Christian religion is simply the 
philosophy of cause and effect. "The cruelties, per- 
secutions, and ignorance engendered are the natural 
outgrowth of Christian belief. : 

If a man believe that God has written a book, 
everything in that book will be “divine will” to him, 
whether right or wrong. If, instead of being writ- 


ten by God, the book was written by ignorant men, 


with all the instincts of brutality, ignorance and 
brutality will characterize the readers to a greater or 
less extent. A period of a thousand years, known 
as the Dark Ages, marked by every act of brutal- 
ity, persecution, and misery, when the whole of 
Europe was subjected to the thumb-pressure of 


God knows every- 


Christianity, is ample proof of the truth which I 
utter. 

A belief in a divine revelation must necessarily 
antagonize every attempt at improvement, and act as 
a clog to mental development. There will ever bea 
conflict between the expansiv force of the human in- 
tellect and blind faith in an infallible revelation. 
The human mind must be lifted above the delusiv 
belief in so-called divine revelation before its powers 
can be known or calculated. Gods and “divine 
revelations” are always stationary; whatever is per- 
fect cannot improve. The mind of man is expansiv, 
ever advancing, ever exploring new fields and mak- 
ing new conquests when left to its natural bent. 

So long as man is tied down to gods and revela- 
tions, so long as he is frightened by demons and 
ghosts, he is a slave. The first step to be taken to 
elevate him isto teach him that he is free—that there 
are no angry gods to fear, no big devils to dread. 
The enslaved mind can no more be developed than 
the caged eagle can exhibit its powers of flight. 

Gods and revelations, demons and ghosts, must be 

left behind; the well-being of the race should most 
occupy the minds of men. So long as the mind is 
chained down to musty creeds, man is in an iron 
jacket; so long as his mind is swayed by ecclesias- 
tics, and held in fear of hell, he is a slave. 
. The great lesson for Christians to learn is that 
they cannot sin against a being whom they cannot 
injure, and who cannot suffer. Every sin which it is 
possible for man to commit must be committed 
against some being who or which can suffer. He can 
no more sin against the tenants of the sky than the 
pope’s bull could affect the comet. The Christian 
will torture, and roast, and hang his fellow-man, who 
is capable of suffering the most excruciating pangs, 
yet is ever afraid of sinning against God, whom it is 
impossible for him to affect either for good or evil. 
Ecclesiastics held all Europe in the midnight of men- 
tal darkness for more than a thousand years. They 
caused the torture and murder of untold thousands 
of human beings. A happy day for the race when 
the energies of such men are directed to the welfare 
of human beings, instead of trying to benefit imagi- 
nary beings in the skies. In the morning of life every 
man ought to dedicate himself to the service of the 
race, and not to the gods. Who says the gods can 
not take care of themselvs without man’s help? But 
ecclesiastics hav turned the steps of men in the 
wrong direction, and sent them after the gods in 
order to rob them on the way. Not only this, but, 
Professor Draper says, “ the hands which are raised 
to the Most Merciful are steeped in blood.” 

These Christian vandals put the torch to nearly all 
the ancient literature, and well-nigh severed the 
chain which linked us to the intellectual wealth of 
ancient times. DN. 

Every time science storms the citadel of divine 
revelation, the church attempts to make these revela- 
tions harmonize with the discoveries of the scientists. 
New interpretations of the scriptures become neces- 
sary as new discoveries are made. Many things 
which hav been regarded with veneration for hun- 
dreds of years are now regarded as myth and fable. 
The hottest kind of a brimstone hell has been 
tempered down to sheol; and the devil is not as 
black and sooty as he was when I was a boy and 
went fishing on Sunday.  Ecclesiastics hav been 
compelled to yield to the progressiv spirit of the age 
in some degree, but it has been only with a death 
struggle. 

The policy of the church has ever been to strangle 
every progressiv movement if it could. If it could 
not choke the life out of the movement, it did the 
next best thing it could, viz., to cover it with her 
protecting wing, and finally profit by the hypocritical 
claim that it had its origin in the church. The 
church claims all the glory of the temperance and 
antislavery reforms, yet many still living can remem- 
ber full well what bitter opposition these reforms 
met from the church in an early day. Hasten the 
day when the last vestige of superstition shall be 
swept from the minds of men, and all shall join with 
alacrity in any movement which shall tell for the in- 
terests of the race! The ignorance and persecutions 
of the Dark Ages, when the church had everything 
its own way, are no secret to the student of history. 
That the church burnt Bruno, and imprisoned 
and persecuted Copernicus and Galileo, no one 
will deny. That nearly every new discovery and 
improvement has been opposed by the church is 
a Secret to no one. And yet the first time the Rev. 
Mr. Talmage is moved by the “holy spirit” to do 
the “ Highland Fling” on the heavenly spring-board 
he will declare that we are indebted to the church for 
every improvement and reform. And the next Sun- 
day, to show thathe is abreast with the times, every 
file-leader of a pious flock will repeat the stale lie. 

Christianity has never been noted for building 
mental lighthouses for the world. The bat and ghe 
owl can best secure their prey in the night. Ecclesi- 
astics hav been most successful in their schemes in 
the darkest days of the world. 

From long observation I am satisfied that Chris- 
tians know but little about the rise and early history 
of their own religion. As briefly as possible I will 


= 
giv what I know about the circumstances attending 
its introduction and its rise. 

By the conquests of Rome many peoples were 
brought into close relations with each other who 
had been strangers before. Their various systems 
of religion began to be studied and investigated. 
The result was a partial or total disbelief of them all. 

The rich and high-born were slaves to their ap- 
petites and corrupted desires; the poor were slaves 
to the rich. 

The halls of the rich glittered with gold; power 
was worshiped; little virtue remained beyond the 
reach of gold; women were dissolute; successful 


"warfare confiscated goods and lands; the taxation of 


conquered provinces secured all that toil and trade 
could produce. ; 

How natural it would be for those oppressed 
peoples, made up of the various nationalities which 
Rome had conquered, to lend a listening ear to the 
universal doctrin of benevolence and brotherly love 
—a doctrin in harmony with the idea of a “ univer- 
sal father," whose equal children all the nations of 
the earth are! 

There seems to hav been a variety of circum- 
stances which dove-tailed together to open up toa 
man of genius and a true reformer an opportunity of 
leaving a lasting impression in the world. Such 
were the times when Jesus appeared, and such the 
doctrin he taught. 

Is it any wonder the poor flocked around him? Is 
it any wonder that they loved him with a tenderness 
almost unknown in the history of human trans- 
actions? 

He taüght a doctrin which elevated the poor 
above their oppressors. 
regarded him almost with veneration ? 

But the priesthood (as has always been the case) 
derived their substance mainly from the rich, and the 
teachings of Jesus were detrimental to their interests, 
and they denounced both Jesus and his doctrins to 
the Roman governor, and clamored for his execution 
as an innovator, and to satisfy their demands he was 
given over to persecution and death. But the doc- 
trins which he taught outlived their author. His 
followers organized. The doctrins which their lov- 
ing master taught were dearer to them than their 
friends, houses, and lands. The little they had they 

ut into a common stock for the support of the poor. 

he followers formed churches ; the churches formed 
leagues. Everything tended to a crystallization of 
power, and ended in the hierarchy of Rome. 

In their weakness they were persecuted; in their 


| strength they met their opposers with fire and sword. 


Paul was the great character in the early days of 
Christianity. He persecuted the Christians with the 
malignity of a tiger. After what was called his con- 
version, he manifested the disposition of a tiger 
toward those who opposed the new religion which he 
was trying to build up. Wherever Roman arms had 
triumphed, the way was paved for the reception of the 
new religion, and it spread rapidly. 

A Christian government grew up inside the civil 
government, and soon controled it. Constantine, 
seeing the power which could be wielded through the 
influence of the new religion, and willing to take any 
advantage which could be utilized, after murdering 
those of his own household, mounted the throne of 
the Cæsars as the first Christian emperor. 


The new religion was now in condition to grant | 


place, power, and profit. The vilest worldlings now 
flocked around the standard. Pagans formed so 
great & part of their number that the ear-marks of 
Paganism were transferred to the Christian doctrin, 
and hav never been eradicated to this day. 

Such, briefly, is an outline of the circumstances 
which gave rise to the Christian religion. 

If Christianity were to-day what it was before it 
became a power, all Liberals would be on the side of 
Christianity, because it taught the broad doctrin of a 
common humanity. But like a stream starting from 
& pure fountain and running through filth and mire, 
Christianity became adulterated with other systems, 
was made the highway to power and profit, and was 
finally prostituted to the lowest purposes. 

As nearly as I hav been able to learn, the teachings 
of the early Christians were almost identical with the 
principles now advocated by so-called Infidels—fra- 
ternal feelings, & broad, brotherly love, and a just re- 
gard for the feelings of others. 


The early Christians taught nothing about the fall 


of man, or a redeemer, or a resurrection, but “ peace 
on earth and good will to men." 

Tertullian says of the early Christians: “They 
acknowledge but one republic, but it is the whole 
world. They constitute one body, worship one God 
[not three], and all look forward to eternal happiness. 
Àt the end of every month each contributes if he 
wil, but the money is not spent ‘in eating or drink- 


ing, but in feeding the poor, in comforting the chil- . 
dren who are destitute of parents and of goods, in : 


helping old men, in assisting those who hav lost by 


misfortune and those who are doomed to the mines’ 


or shut up in prison.” 

I can find in the writings of Thomas Paine senti- 
ments almost identical with this teaching, and no in- 
telligent Liberal will take exception thereto. He 


Is it any wonder that they - 


a 
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further says: “The object of a Christian life is in- 
nocence, justice, patience, temperance, and chastity.” 
Good Infidel doctrin, every word. 

Well had it been for the whole world, especially 
for the intellectual development of Europe, if the 
practice of Christianity had been squared to its early 
teachings. . 

As Christians multiplied, and as their religion 
grew in consequence, they became more’ anxious to 
acquire power than to preserve their primitiv purity. 
Although it had become strong enough to deck Con- 

*stantine in the imperial purple, it waè not strong 
enough to entirely obliterate paganism. 

The old pagan temples had not yet been forgotten 
and the old heathen deities were still present in the 
dreams of the people. Constantine, entirely void of 
principle and willing to cherish any system which 
would give him prestige and power, allowed the old 
heathen notions to be incorporated in the new re- 
ligion. It was an attempt to conciliate worldly 
power by adopting their ideas and practices. 

Draper says: “The heathen rites were adopted ; 
images and relics were introduced into the churches 
and worshiped after the fashion of the heathen 
gods. It was given out that prodigies and miracles 
were seen at certain places, as in heathen times. 
There was a multiplication of temples, altars, and 
penitential garments. The festival of the purifica- 
tion of the Virgin was invented to remove the un- 


easiness of the heathen converts, on account of their. 


loss of the feasts of Pan. The worship of images, 
fragments of the cross, bones, nails, and other relics 
was cultivated. ; 

“As centuries passed the paganization became 
more complete. Festivals were instituted sacred to 
the memory of the spear which pierced the side of 
Christ, the nails which fastened him to the cross, and 
the crown of thorns which he wore.” 

If all the sacred relics which hav been exhibited 
could be collected together, it is doubtful if there is 
a building in the world which would contain them. 
There hav been true crosses enough on éxhibition, first 
and last, to bridge the Hudson. Crowns and thorns 
and spears and hair and nails enough hav been used 
to dupe the unthinking to fill all the rookeries in the 
world. 

Few Christians realize that these relics were first 
introduced as a sop for paganism, and that half of 
the mummery in the churches was introduced for the 
same purpose. 

Bishop Newton says: “In short, almost the whole 
of paganism is converted and applied to popery. 
The one is manifestly formed upon the same plan as 
the other, so that there is not only a conformity, but 
a uniformity, in the worship of ancient and modern, 
of Christian and heathen, Rome.” 

_ It has been seen that Christianity had become 
strong enough to put a nominal Christian on the 
throne.. Presto, change! The mild and persuasiv 
teaching of the gentle Jesus is no longer the order 
of the day. The humanitarian doctrins which he 
preached are abandoned when a hierarchy is to be 
built up. Thenceforth whatever power Christianity 
‘could wield was hurled against its opposers, whether 
they appeared openly, with written or oral arguments, 
or whether they planned secretly against it. 

All writings against the Christian religion were 
prohibited. Constantine even went so far as to pro- 
nounce the sentence of death upon anyone finding 
the writings of Arius if he did not destroy them. 
Henceforth any measure was to be considered legiti- 
mate (including lying and deceit) which would build 
up the Christian religion. Joun Peck. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
—— 


Patience. 


The world is full of good women—of true, ear- 
nest, helpful, loving women, who liv in quiet homes 
.far from the busy crowds, making no visible marks 
along the great highways of life, but nevertheless 
quietly impressing their personality upon the home 
circle, neighbors, and friends around them. Such a 
woman was Patience Taber. You all remember her 
as the sister-in-law of Mr. Masquerier, of Brooklyn. 
I made my home at their house for some weeks while 
hunting after the unfindable ghosts, the mediums, 
and the phenomena. While I found nothing I called 
real as regards those three things, I did find a rare 
and beautiful woman—-beautiful in all that makes a 
true friend, a loving sister, a good home-maker, and a 
universal mother to all around her. Though ’way 
along in the eighties, she had never married, and yet 
she was full of love, romance, poetry, and almost 
girlish enthusiasm. 

She was intelligent, Liberal, and practical; a good 
reader and talker, and enthusiastic in her love of 
reform. I never before met a woman who so at- 
tracted me on so short an acquaintance. I miss her 
as I would some near and dear relativ. 

She was her own housekeeper, and was as mother, 
sister, and care-taker of Mr. Masquerier, who is so 
nearly blind that he can see nothing that is not close 
to him, and so needs a woman’s kindly hand ever near 
him. These two had lived in constant companionship 
as. brother and sister for thirty-eight long years, and 


you will all realize how entirely alone he must feel in 
his old age, for he is eighty-five years old, and not a 
relativ near him. 

Itis well for him that he is wedded to his books 
and work, as they will keep mind and hands employed 
and make life useful as well as enjoyable; for we 
always enjoy the work that is nearest our heart. His 
hobbies are, first, the idea of dividing the world up in 
farmsteads that shall be inalienable, so that all will 
hav homes and work and food. 

He has also invented what he thinks is the only 
perfect alphabet and key for all languages, and a code 
of Rights and Wrongs. 

His whole aim seems to be to do good work for 
coming generations, and Patience was his helper and 
friend. He has also erected a fine monument at 
Cypress Hills Cemetery. I told, you about it in my 
letter, while relating the incidents of my trip. 

There his wife sleeps, and there sleeps the good, 
and loving, and motherly Patience, and in a few short 
years Masquerier will sleep there also, and strangers 
will pause to read the inscriptions on the stone, just 
as Patience read those on D. M. Bennett's monument 
for Mr. Masquerier and Elmina, when we stood by 
the old hero’s grave. 

In this age of labor troubles and community expe- 
riences, I think Liberals will do well to read Mas- 
querier’s book on “Sociology.” It is cloth-bound, 
and worth $2. I will send it for 50 cents, so as to 
help get it circulated. Friends who read it will learn 
to appreciate the old man while he is yet alive. The 
book is full of essays on temperance and all kinds of 
reforms, and contains short biographies of Liberals, 
and poems by Mr. Masquerier, by Annie (his 
wife), and by Patience’s brothers. ` Let us circulate 
it and all other Liberal books, and do all we can to 
encourage the living workers while they are with us. 

Ermina Dnaxz SLENKER. 

Snowville, Va., Sept. 1. 286. 


Who Wrote the Declaration ? 


Undoubtedly. Jefferson was the creator, designer, 
and producer, and no one else. At one time he 
writes, among his private papers, that he has often 
reflected whether his life has been of service to man- 
kind. He then sums up what he has done. Among 
other things, he claims “the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence" as his work. Would he thus testify falsely 
to himself? 

At another time, in reply to a letter of Dr. Priestly, 
who had written to him stating the many great ser- 
vices he had rendered mankind, Jefferson says: “In 
one thing you hav made à mistake. I had no hand 
in making tlie Constitution. After it was made, I 
suggested certain amendments that were afterward 
adopted. I was not in the United States when the 
Constitution was made; did not see it till some time 
after." 

Here he does not disclaim that he was the author 
of the Declaration. 

But if anyone has the least doubt as to the author- 
ship of the Declaration, let him réad an article com- 
posed by Jefferson, on or before August, 1774, enti- 
tled, “A Summary View of the Rights of British 
America.” Jefferson drew this up as a set of instruc- 
tions to the first delegation of Virginia to Congress 
in August, 1874. (See Note C, Appendix to Vol. I. 
of Jeffersons Works, by Washington.) Anyone 
accustomed to composition knows that, after he has 
studied and written at length on a subject, if he 
shall be called on to frame an article, on some more 
than usually important occasion, on the same sub- 
ject, his previous labors enable him to grasp the 
whole matter and express, sometimes, whole lines in 
a word or two. This terseness evinces his perfect 
mastery of the subject. In this Summary we see the 
Declaration in embryo. I will giv a few lines from 
it. I abridge and occasionally transpose: 

Resolved, That an humble and dutiful address be presented 
to his majesty, begging leave to lay before him the united 
complaints of his subjects in America—complaints excited 
by the many unwarrantable encroachments and usurpations 
attempted to be made by the legislature of one part of the 
empire upon the rights which God and. the laws hav given 
equally and independently to all. To represent that these his 
states hav often individually made application to his imperial 
throne to obtain some redress of their injured rights; to none 
of which was éven an answer condescended. Humbly to hope 
that this address penned in the language of truth shall obtain 
from his majesty a more respectful acceptance. . And 
in order that these our rights as well asthe invasions of them 
may be more fully laid before his majesty, to take a view of 
them from the origin and first settlement of these countries. 

Our ancestors werc the free inhabitants of the British 
dominions in Europe, and possessed the right which nature 
has given to all men of departing from the country in which 
chance, not choice, has placed them; of going in quest of 
new habitations, and there establishing new societies jinder 
such regulations as to them shall seem most likely to pro- 
mote public happiness. 

A respectful acceptance of our petition his majesty will 
think we hav reason to expect when he reflects that we are 
seeking, not favors, but rights; and that he himself is no 
more than the chief officer of the people appointed by the 
laws, circumscribed by definit powers to assist in working 
the great machine of government erected for their use. . . . 
From the nature of things, every society must at all times 
possess within itself the sovereign powers of legislation. 
The feelings of himan nature revolt against the supposition 
of a state so situated as that it may.not in any emergency pro- 
vide against dangers which perhaps threaten immediate ruin. 


While these bodies exist to Whom the people hav delegated 
the powers of legislation, they alone possess it; but when 
they are dissolved by the lopping off one or more of their 
branches, the power reverts to the people; who may use it to 
unlimited extent. We forbear to trate conscquences fufthet 
—tlie dangers are conspicuous with which this practice is 
replete. [" Prudence will dictate ^—see Declaration.] 

Single acts of tyranny may be ascribed to the accidental 
opinion of a day; but a series of oppressions, begun at a dis. 
tinguished period, and pursued unalterably through every 
change of ministers, too plainly prove a deliberate, systemat- 
ical plan of reducing us to slavery. "e 

Thus hav we hastened through the reigns which hav preceded 
his majesty’s, during which the violation of our rights was 
less alarming, because repeated at more distant intervals, 
than the rapid and bold succession of injuries which is likely 
to distinguish the present from all other periods of American 
history. Scarcely hav our minds been able to emerge from the 
astonishment into which one stroke of parliamentary thun- 
der has involved us before another, more heavy and alarm- 
ing is fallen on us. i 

hat the act entitled (to grant duties). 

That the act entitled (Stamp act). 

That the act (declaring the right of Parliament). 

And one other (duties on paper). 

These form one connected chain of usurpation, the subject 
of frequent remonstrances, to which no reply has been even 
condescended. 

We next proceed to consider the conduct of his majesty as 
holding the executiv power, those previously mentioned 
being acts of power by.a body of men foreign to our consti- 
tution and unacknowledged by our laws, against which we 
do enter this our solemn protest. . . .. 

His majesty, for the most trifliag reasons, and sometimes for 
no reason at all, has rejected laws of the most salutary ten- 

ency. 

He has permitted our laws to lie neglected in England for 
years, neither confirming them by assent nor annulling them 
by his negativ. 

He has, by his instructions, laid governors under such re- 
strictions, they can pass no law without the suspension 
clause, so that no law can be enforced until it has twice 
crossed the Atlantic. 

He has refused assent to a law for the division of a county 
of Virginia, unless the new county will consent to go unrep- 
resented. Asthe boundary of the state is not fixed on the 
west, such new counties are hundreds of miles from their 
eastern limits. 

He has dissolved the legislature of New York, an act that 
must ever require peculiar mention. One free and independ- 
ent legislature hereby takes it on itself to dissolve another, 
free and independent as itself. i 

After dissolving one house, they hav refused to call an- 
other. Thus dissolved, the power reverts to the 
people. 

His majesty has lately taken on him to advance the terms 
of purchase of lands, by which means the population of our 
country is likely to be checked. . . . 

He has from time to time sent among us large bodies of 
armed forces not made up of people here nor raised by our 
laws. . 'To render these proceedings still more crim- 
inal against our laws, instead of subjecting the military to 
the civil power, he has expressly made the civil subordinate 
tothe military. . . . 

These are the acts of power foreign to our constitutions 
and unacknowledged by our laws. [This section is long; 
refers to Boston riots, mock trials for murders, carrying 
witnesses and accused out of their vicinages for trial, says 
the cowards who would suffer & countryman to be torn from 
home for trial merit everlasting infamy. By the way, is it 
not as bad now in the United States, where we are dragged 
far off to United States courts ?] 

Our repeated attempts to prohibit the importation of 
Slaves from Africa hav been defeated n his majesty's 
negativ, thus preferring the advantgges of British corsairs 
to the interests of the states and rights of human nature 
deeply wounded by this infamous practice. . Our ¢ 
ancestors, before their immigration to America, were the free 
inhabitants of the British dominions. ae cs 

America was conquered and her settlements made and 
firmly established at the expense of individuals and not of 
the British public. Their own blood was spilt in acquiring 
lands for settlement; their own fortunes expended to make 
that settlement effectual. For themselvs they fought; for 
themselvs they conquered, and for themselvs alone they 
hav right to hold. That scttlement having been 
made, they thought proper to adopt that system of laws 
under which they had lived in the mother country and to 
continue the union with her under one common sovereign, 
who was thereby made the central link connecting the 
several parts of the empire. . . . Yet these states never 
supposed that by calling in her aid they thereby submitted 
to hersovereignty. [Such assistance she had given to Portu- 
gal and other allied states. ] 

These are our grievances thus laid before his majesty with 
that freedom of language which becomes a free people 
claiming their rights as derived from the laws of nature, and 
not as the gift of their chief magistrate. Let those flatter 
who fear; it is not an American art. To giv praise when it 
is not due would ill become those who are asserting the 
rights of human nature. 

They know and will say kings are the servants, not masters, 
of the people. Open your breast, sire, to liberal and ex- 
panded thought. Let not the reign of George III. be a blot 
on the page of history. The whole art of government con- 
sists in the art of being honest. Do your duty and mankind 
will giv yowcredit where you fail. No longer persevere in 
sacrificing the riglits of one part of the empire to the inordi- 
nate desires of another, but deal out impartial justice to all. 
This, sire, is the advice of your great American council. It 
is neither our interest nor our desire to separate from Great 
Britain. We are willing to sacrifice everything reason can 
ask to restore that tranquility all desire. Let them be ready 
to establish union on a generous plan. Let them name their * 
terms, but let them be just. : Let them not think to exclude 
us from going to other markets. Still less let it be pro- 
posed that our properties in our own territories shall be taxed - 
by any power on earth but our own. The God who gave us 
life gave us liberty. The hand of force may destroy but can 
not disjoin them. This, sire, is our last, our determined, re- 
solve. 


Now, if anyone will take the original Declaration 
of Independence, and the foregoing, and the article 
entitled a “Summary,” etc, referred to (in Vol. I 
Appendix C), and compare them, he will be assured 
that the author of the Declaration was the composer 
of the last. I mean the Declaration as it was offered 
to Congress, before it was abridged by that body. 
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The most striking resemblances are in the excluded 
parts. It is all in the style of Jefferson when he was 
highly animated: He was recognized as one of the 
best writers in that age of decidedly great English 
‘writers. The style of Paine differs much from that 
of Jefferson, being more condensed, and hot, and 
glowing. The Declaration was the full and perfect 
. birth of that which had been carried in the thoughts 
of Jefferson for years. He was the very genius of 
our Revolution. Nor is there anything in the conduct 
ef his whole life to justify the infamous charge that 
he repeatedly claimed to be the author of anothers 
production. As to the authorship of Junius, if Paine 
is the man, I contend that expressions identically the 
same will be found in Junius and in “Common 
Sense,” and “ Rights of Man.” A perfect disguise of 
style or a perfect counterfeit has never yet been made. 
Nor is it creditable to our founders that they should 
hav to owe their grand Declaration to a foreigner. 
But, fiat justitia. Horr. 
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News and Notes. 

An all-night ride amid a driving rain brought me 
in the early morn to the busy city of Omaha, and I 
almost thought I had struck the Arctic regions, such 
a chilling wind came sweeping over the Missouri. 
It was a grateful change, however, from the heated 
days through which I had just passed, wherein I 
was used to the “melting mood,".and almost ex- 
pected to be translated to heaven in a chariot of fire. 
The wintry blasts brought me to terra firma and a 
secular frame of mind and body. A good ice-box was 
just what I wanted. A refrigerator was preferable to a 
palace-car. This cold, lowering, and drizzling Sep- 
tember morning was a refreshment. However, as 
the cars went speeding along the sun came shining 
brightly forth and all the fields were aglow, and 
when I arrived at West Point the noon-day radiance 
was almost unclouded, while cooling breezes fanned 
the cheek. It was a lovely day, and a lovely country 
spread about me, asif I were in the garden spot of 
the world. I was met at the station by my good 
friends A. A. Peterson, Ernest Wiese, and Otto 
Wichert, and driven to a comfortable hotel, where I 
felt as if I had got toa good resting-place after a 
nearly twenty-four hours’ trip. West Point is in the 
midst of a prosperous country. It is to a large ex- 
tent occupied by German settlers, most of whom are 
of the Liberal class. If I could hav spoken in the 
German language I should hav had crowded houses. 
However, the attendance at the three lectures, Wed- 
nesday, Thursday, and Friday evenings, was good. 
These were the first Freethought lectures in the 
English language ever given at this place. There 
hav been German Liberal speakers before. A Secu- 
lar Union will undoubtedly be formed. The friends 
are enthusiastic. West Point, however, has seven 
churches to its population of two thousand, and so, 
of course, there must be plenty of hard work before 
the way is clear. Even if the churches hav not 
. much life, they are dreadful stumbling-blocks in the 
path of improvement. Their very inertness is a 
power for evil. Doing nothing themselvs, they seem 
to exercise a fatal influence in the same direction 
over the community. A dead church is worse to 
deal with than a live church. Any kind of life is 
ultimately in favor of Liberalism. Mr. John D. 
Neligh, who introduced me at the lectures, is one of 
the oldest citizens of West Point, and has done more 
by the building of factories, etc., for the develop- 
ment of the place, than any other. He is a live man. 
He is prominently talked of for the governorship of 
the state, and he is worthy of that position. He is 
broad and generous in his aims and of superior ex- 


ecutiv capacity. It will be a good political era when 
such really representativ men can be elected to 
office. 

Mr. Anton Langer, Gustave Will, A. A. Peterson, 
Barney Von der Bergen, Otto Wickert, August 
Zenske, Ernest Wiese, H. Linert, Ferdinand Koch, 
H. V. Shaffer, with others, make a strong battalion 
of Freethinkers for this important point, and I be- 
lieve that much effectiv work will be accomplished. 
This is one of the richest portions of the state. The 
farms are in excellent condition. The creamery 
makes over a thousand pounds of butter per day. I 
quite enjoyed my rides about the country, where the 
sturdy settlers, beginning with nothing almost, hav 
made such beautiful homes, where the abundance of 
harvest smiles amid the embowering trees. This is an 
Arcadian land. 

The hot September sun shines when I strike 
Omaha, and Sunday, September 5th, was one of the 
most fiery days of the season. It had a tendency to 
make people indolent and stay at home. However, 
there was a very good attendance, afternoon and 
evening, at Boyd’s Opera House. In the evening I 
gave my ideas about Mormonisn, its religion, theology, 
etc., and the proper way to deal with this “eye-sore” 
of the republic. The present legislation is absurd 
and unjust, and unless a better way can be found out, 
the *let-alone" policy is about the best that can be 
adopted. This, however, is a confession of failure on 
the part of American democracy to meet the issue, 
and a giving over of one of our states to an abso- 
lutely oriental despotism, which will be the entering 
wedge for the disintegration of the republic. The 
Mormon question is of vast importance, for its solu- 
tion requires the application of the profoundest 
principles of political philosophy. 

I am now at the home of Thomas Foreman, who is 
one of our best workers. He used to be a Method- 
ist, and that accounts, I guess, for his untiring de- 
volion to our cause. He is the main spoke in the 
wheel here, and keeps it on the move. The Liberals 
are a bit of the laissez faire order. They don't care 
about doing much. If the world isn’t all right, they 
themselvs are in a comfortable condition, and that is 
satisfactory to the average. conscience. Omaha is 
such a rushing city, and everything is so on the 
boom in a business way, and material prosperity ad- 
vances with such rapid strides, and the star of 
empire blazes so over every corner lot, the prices 
doubling in twenty-four hours, while even churches 
are on the go, and are not satisfied with anything 
less than a hundred-thousand-dollar building, that 
under such circumstances there is but little chance for 
the study of broad intellectual and social affairs. 
Still, the deeper elements are at work, and thought 
prevails. Mr. and Mrs. Foreman are those gen- 
erous-minded and noble people whom it is a 
pleasure to meet with in our arduous labors. 
It givs us encouragement to endure all the disap- 
pointments of the way to know that the ideal world 
is not forgotten in the rush for the almighty dollar ; 
that the truth is recognized as glorious, not because 
it givs food and clothing, but because. it illuminates 
the whole way of man from age to age. 

I also enjoyed the lively hospitality of Jas. Griffith, 
who believes in Freethought with all his mind and 
heart. He is radical to the backbone, and is always 
ready to do his share. He was formerly secretary 
of the society here, and was on hand every Sunday. 
Some years ago the activ campaign ceased at Omaha, 
but we hope for its vigorous prosecution hereafter. 
With a few such men as Griffith in the field, victory 
would not be long in coming. l 7 

I spent Monday afternoon with our stanch Scotch 
friend, Robert S. Colvin, who has sometimes given 
vigorous thought to the columns of Tux Trura 
Srerker. He came to Omaha ahout seventeen years 
ago, and has been here ever since, and made a snug 
little home of his own in what was a comparativ wil- 
derness when I was here twelve years ago, but which 
is now almost covered with buildings. It was a de- 
light to break bread at this happy Secular fireside, 
and take the benefit of “this world,” and, like the 
bee, improve the “shining moments,” and make all 
the honey we can while “above ground,” amid the 
sunshine and flowers. 

The cool and golden evening came on, and with it 
another cheerful companion, C. C. Littlefield, in his 
carriage, behind a magnificent horse, inviting us to 
take a ride, and of course we accepted, for no Secu- 
lar pilgrim will ever disdain the glorious horse, who 
more than any other animal makes life worth living. 
Every time I see a splendid horse I feel better. It 
givs me big faith in humanity to mount a gallant 
steed and rival the whirlwind’s flight. 

We went out to beautiful Fort Collins, the head- 
quarters of the department of the Platte, and wit- 
nessed the handsome dress parade, while the sunset 
gun boomed and the band marched and sounted its 
martial strains. How the war visions swept over my 
mind as I looked upon the familiar picture of which 
I was once a part, keeping step to the music and 
following the resplendent colors! I was a dreamer 
then, with the knapsack on my back, and after the 
weariest march would fall asleep with thoughts of the 


* good time coming ;” and I dream still HowI do. 


envy the drum-major! What a picture of absolute 
content he is, with his gorgeous trappings, gold and. 
erimson, and his enormous head-gear, that makes 
him look a giant among pigmies! What absolute, in- 
finit delight he takes in himself! He has not the 
slightest doubt that he. is the center of creation, 
and, as he twirls his glittering baton, his happiness is 
simply immense, perfectly continental, a divine in- 
toxication. Would I were a drum-major! I don’t 
believe anybody revels in the pure joy of existence as 
he does. E f P 

Littlefield took me over Omaha in the moonlight 
and the gaslight, and it is a wonderfully lively place. 
It is rushing right along to a population of one hun- 
dred thousand people. It claims over eighty thou- 
sand now. Over a million dollars’ worth of buildings 
are in processs of construction, and every day some 
new enterprise is on foot. I stopped at Mr. Little- 
field's dairy farm, which is prettily situated in the 
suburbs of the city. Like a good Liberal, he fur- 
nishes the best of milk, as I can attest, for I tried the 
refreshing draught, in rural fashion, from a tin cup. 

So I leave Omaha with pleasant memories and 
happy anticipations. Something will be done and 
fraternity prevail. I had an agreeable visit also with 
Dr. Kaufman, who is an earnest and cultivated 
Liberal. I was pleased also to meet again Professor 
Huggins and J. E. Jurgenson, who was with me at 
Denver, and other friends whose cordial presence 
makes new hope in the gathering ranks of Free 
thought. 

We are now speeding eastward. This evening and 
to-morrow evening I lecture at Cromwell, Iowa; 
Thursday and Friday evenings at Leon; Sunda 
next, Sept. 12th, at Ottumwa; Sept. 14th, 15th, 16th, 
at West Union, Iowa; Sept. 18th and 19th, at 
Chebanse, Ill. ; Sept. 21st and 22d at Nekoma, IIL. ; 
Sept. 26th at Chicago ; Sept. 28th and 29th at Beld- 


ing, Mich. ;. Oct. 1st, 2d, and 3d at West Union, Ohio. - 


Samurn P. PUTNAM. 


——————9—9———————— 
New York State Convention. 


"The Ninth Annual Convention of the New York 
State Freethinkers Association began under rather 
unfavorable auspices, and continued under the same 
auspices to the end. It seems to be pretty well set- 
tled that Freethinkers do not want -picnics, and that 
sociability, as Mr. Reynolds calls acquaintanceship 
and friendly intercourse, is held at a large discount 
—so large, in fact, that nothing remains. The Oas- 


sadaga Lake meeting was voted a failure, and’ the ` 


White Sulphur Springs Convention was no greater 
success as regards attendance. In another way, 
however, the Convention was an immense success. 
There never was a merrier party than the dozen or 
so who wrote their names in Mr. Luther's register on 
the first or second days. Even the transparent fact 
that the annual gathering of Freethinkers was not a . 
gathering at all did not dampen the enthusiasm of 
the old guard, nor make their wit less keen nor their 
laughter less hearty. It was voted every day with 

‘reat unanimity that the absent members of the 
great Freethought family were missing several valu- 
able years of existence. Among those who voted 
affirmativly on this question were the following: S. 
W. Devenbaugh, of Brimfield, Ind.; William Thorpe 
and family, of Ballston Spa, N. Y.; C. P. Somerby, of 
New York; Mrs. Gault, of Kalamazoo, Mich.; Mrs. 
C. B. Reynolds, of North Parma, N. Y.; L. K. Wash- 
burn, of Boston, Mass.; Charles Booth and wife, of 
Boonton, N. J.; J. J. McCabe, of Albany, N. Y.; C. 
M. Powers, of Springfield, Mass.; C. B. Reynolds, of 
North Parma, N. Y.; Alexander McAlpin, of Newark, 
N. J.; C. F. DeMott and wife, of Hempstead, L. I.; 
John Peck, of Naples, N. Y.; Lucy Colman, of Syra- 
euse, N. Y.; Josephine Tilton, of Boston, Mass.; E. 
Chantler, of Welland, Ont.; F. A. Mollineaux, of 
Merrick, L. I; J. L Andrew, of Kansas; Robert 
Wade, of Troy, N. ¥.; S. N. Gardner and wife, of 
Troy, N. Y; William Hawenstein, of New York; 
Gopal Vinayak Joshee, of: Roselle, N. J.; Helen 
Gardener, of New York; Miss Frances Lord, of Lon- 
don, Eng.; Ida L. LeCompte, of New York; Marie 
C. Burnier, of New York; T. B. Wakeman, of New 
York; T. L. Brown, of Binghamton, N. Y.; E. B. 
Foote, Sen., of New York; Mr. G. G. Grower, of 
Ansonia, Conn.; Mary Tillotson, of Vineland, N. J.; 
William Wilcox, Warrensburgh, N. Y., and Henry 
Evans, of Lowville, N. Y. 

C. B. Reynolds, as major domo and general director, 
was busy as & bee on the grounds several days be- 
fore the beginning, engaged in advertising the meet- 
ings and erecting the large tent in which they were 
held. The first person to join him was the editor 


of Tu Trur Seexer, who shortly wished he had ` 


been less precipitate in following the meandering 
railway path that leads from Troy to the White 
Sulphur Springs. He was promptly put to work 


driving stakes for the tent, making seats out of huge - 


planks, and building the platform from which the 
speakers were to enlighten such of the Saratoga county 
heathen as could be lured into the pavilion. Up to 
the Monday night following the Convention consisted 


of the two individuals named and Mr. L. K. Wash- 


*- 


.dred miles to see. 


‘all sorts of subjects. 


'eonvention at Albany last year. 
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` burn, the Investigator lecturer; C. P. Somerby, Mr. 


and Mrs. Booth, of Boonton; Mr. Devenbaugh, of 
Indiana; Mrs. Tillotson, of New Jersey; Mr. 
Grower, of Connecticut; Mr. Powers, Mrs. E. H. 
Gault, Mrs. F. C. Reynolds, J. J. McCabe, of Albany, 
and Frank Burnier, a Trura Seeker clerk on his 
vacation. The speakers were Mr. Washburn, Mr. and 
Mrs. Reynolds, and J. J. McCabe. The audience at 
all the sessions except Sunday consisted of the above 
named people, reinforced by the hotel employees, a 
few sinners from Saratoga, and a woman who had 
once belonged to the Salvation Army, and whose 
husband would not giv her money to go and hear the 
Freethinkers. She had a front seat at every lecture. 
Sunday the population from the surrounding country 
came in, to the number of three or four hundred, and 
the grounds presented less the appearance of a desert 
with a tent in the middle and hotelin the background. 

Friday evening Mr. Reynolds addressed the center- 
pole of the tent in an enthusiastic manner; Saturday 
afternoon about thirty people heard Mr. Washburn; 
Saturday evening some twenty gathered to hear Mr. 
Reynolds. But on Sunday morning Mr. McCabe had 
a good audience; Sunday afternoon Mr. Washburn 
drew the largest concourse of the whole ten days, and 
in the evening Mrs. Reynolds spoke to some two hun- 
dred people in the tent and about a hundred outside 
for an hour. A prominent feature of this Convention 
in a tent was the facility it afforded for the heathen to 
cheat the Association out of the door fee. At every 


session at least half as many pressed their ears to the: 


exterior of the canvas walls as sat within. -They ob- 
tained the gospel of humanity free and without price, 


except such payment as tired legs enforced. 


The mornings of the Convention days were passed 
in recreativ enjoyments. The outside world could 
not penetrate the little wilderness until noon, and 


-therefore no lectures were held till 3:30 ».w. White 
‘Sulphur Springs is. a beautifully situated park of 


&bout one hundred acres, consisting of woods and 
fields, picnic groves and rambling roads; the whole 
bordering on Saratoga Lake, a sheet of water eight 
miles long by from two to four wide. Over these 
hills, through these woods, and across this lake the 
New York State Freethinkers’ Association diffused 


itself early in the morning. There were enough of 


them to fill a good many nooks, and from every cor- 


“ner came sounds of conversation and laughter. 


Across the lake livs J. V. Arnold, a wealthy Free- 
thinking farmer with a large melon patch, which was 


‘the objectiv point of boat-load after boat-load of peo- 


ple who agreed with Mr. Arnold in his speculativ 
opinions and in his estimate of watermelons and can- 
telopes. Mr. Arnold ought to be glad that the Con- 
vention is over, for his own generosity and the pa- 


‘tience of his wife were sorely taxed in entertaining 


Freethinkers who talked theology with one eye over 
the garden fence. The people who missed attending 
this Convention—and Mr. Arnold’s melon congress 
—will always hav cause to regret their inaction. 
With a forenoon spent in fun and jollity, the Con- 
vention was always ready for serious business in the 
afternoon. And it was serious business for the 
speakers. Two-thirds of the average audience were 
speakers themselvs, and he who can instruct such 
men and women as Lucy Colman, L. K. Washburn, 
T. L. Brown, Judge Brewer, Helen Gardener, John 
Peck, and others of brilliant attainments must needs 
be wise indeed. C. B. Reynolds began the work of 
the last week by speaking on Monday evening upon 
“Bible Ghostology.” Tuesday afternoon the Con- 
vention met in the picnic ground to listen to Mr. 
Reynolds, Mrs. Colman, Judge Brewer, and Mr. Peck. 
In the evening Mr. Peck put ** The Gods on Exhibi- 
tion,” and the show was worth traveling several hun- 
Wednesday, Mr. DeMott, of 
Hempstead, and Mrs. Colman, were the platform 
attractions—the first lecturing upon astronomy, the 
second giving her reminiscences as a reformer. 
Thursday afternoon J. L. Andrew, of Kansas, gave 
his definition of “ True Liberty,” and in the evening 
Mr. L. K. Washburn told how “Christian Morality” is 
decaying. Friday was devoted to short talks upon 
Saturday afternoon Mr. -An- 
drew described “ Modern Infidelity,” and in the even- 
ing Gopal Vinayak Joshee told us about “Socialism 
in India.” 

‘Saturday forenoon the business meeting of the 
Convention was held. The secretary, Mrs. F. C. 
Reynolds, read a report of the proceedings of the 
This report was 
substantially as given in Tur Trura SzzxER at the 
time. The treasurer, E. M. Macdonald, submitted 
the following summary of his stewardship: 


RECEIPTS, 


EXPENSES OF ALBANY CONVENTION. 


Preliminary expenses of 
, Bx. Com............. $60.58 

Debts incurred at Cassa- f ; 

149.30,8ale of Convention tick- 

296.83| ets : 

229.00/Sale of tickets to R. G. 

Ingersoll's lecture...... 736.50 


BER... ee grt 
Advertising and Printing 
Lecturers.................. 
Expenses of lecturers.... 195.75 


252.84 
$1,259.78 


$1,259.78 


The two reports were adopted. C. B. Reynolds 
then offered the following amendment to the consti- 
tution of the Association: 

Orricers: The officers of this Association shall be a 
president, one vice-president for each county in the state, a 
secretary, and a treasurer. The duties of the officers shall 
be those usually pertaining to these positions. 

Exxrouriv Commitres: There shall be elected annually 
an executiv committee consisting of a chairman of the exec- 
utiv committee and two other members, who shall hav the 
general supervision of the Association. The president of the 
Association shall act as president of the executiv committee, 
and the secretary of the Association as the secretary of the 
executiv committee. 


After considerable discussion, these amendments 

were unanimously adopted. The following addi- 
tional amendments were also adopted, being the 
general expression of several members of the asso- 
ciation : 
. That the executiv committee shall at their discretion ap- 
point a vice-president for each county in the state, and such 
vice-president so appointed shall, within twenty days from 
the date of appointment, send to the secretary of the associ- 
tion letter of acceptance and the names and post-office ad- 
dresses of two persons, residents of the county, to act as 
associates. The three persons thus chosen. shall constitute 
the county committee. It shall be the duty of. each county 
committee, under the advice of the executiv committee, to 
procure and superintend the distribution. of leaflets and other 
Liberal literature within their county, use every endeavor to 
obtain subscribers to Liberal papers, and aid and encourage 
the formation of local Secular societies, with science schools 
on Sundays, in every school district in their county, and in 
all and every practicable way work to secure the Nine De- 
mands of Liberalism. 

That in case any person appointed by the executiv com- 
mittee to act as vice-president shall fail to notify the secre- 
tary of acceptance, and the names of associates, or when no 
suitable person can be found or decided on for the position 
of vice-president, the executiv committee shall at its dis- 
cretion appoint and send capable person or persons into such 
county to build up, interest, and organize local Secular soci- 
eties within such county. 

The new executiv committee were also instructed 
to incorporate the Association, and to prosecute be- 
fore the legislature the work begun last year for the 
repeal of the laws exempting church property from 
taxation. The following motions were also unani- 
mously adopted : i 

That the business part of the next Convention shall consist 
of delegates from local Secular societies, and members of the 
Association. That none but those holding certificate of 
membership, showing dues paid for the year, shall be ad- 
mitted to or participate in any business meeting of the As- 
sociation. That the annual dues of membership shall be 
twenty-five cents, payable yearly in advance, and that on 
receipt of the name, post-office address, and the sum of 
twenty-five cents, the secretary shall send a certificate of 
membership signed by the president and secretary of the 
association. That the executiv committee be and is hereby 
requested to prepare and instruct the secretary to send to 
every Liberal in the state an appeal for a donation of one 
dollar, to create a fund to carry on the work of the associa- 
tion; and that every person contributing one dollar or more 
shall be entitled to certificate of membership for the year. 
That the secretary be and is hercby instructed to write and 
obtain from H. L. Green, of Salamanca, the list of members 
of the association while he was secretary, and also all books 
of account, minute books, and all documents and papers 
now in his possession belonging to the association. 

The resolutions passed at the convention of 1885 
were unanimously reaffirmed. These resolutions will 
be found in Tux Trours Seexer of September 19th of 
last year. The following officers were then elected : 

President: T. B. Wakeman, New York. 

Secretary : Mrs. F. C. Reynolds, North Parma, N. Y. 

Treasurer: E. M. Macdonald, New York. 

Executiv Committee: C. B. Reynolds, chairman, 
North Parma, N. Y.; C. F. DeMott, Hempstead, 
Long Island, N. Y.; Helen H. Gardener, New York. 

Sunday the 12th was expected to be a big day, and 
preparations were made to preach the gospel of 
humanity to a large multitude. But the morning 
broke cold and cloudy, promising rain, and the mul- 
tude did not arrive. At 10:30, Dr. T. L. Brown, for 
seven years president of the Association, spoke upon 
“What We Know and Do.” In the afternoon Mrs. 
Reynolds gave a “ Woman's Reason for the Gospel of, 
Humanity,” and Helen H. Gardener delivered her 
new lecture-upon “The Pulpit, the Pew, and the 
Cradle.” In the evening T. B. Wakeman instructed 
those present upon “Earthquakes as a Factor in 
Constructiv Liberalism.” Previous to the lecture the 
following resolution was passed : 

Resolved, That the Freethinkers’ Association now as- 
sembled remember with sadness that our friend, the good 
and true Elizur Wright, has crossed the river of death and 
his bodily presence is gone from our sight forever; but our 
sorrow is relieved by the remembrance that he was in an 
especial manner an honor to the cause of liberty and human- 
ity, and his memory is a perpetual benediction. 

At the conclusion of Mr. Wakeman’s discourse, the 
Convention adjourned subject to the call of the exec- 
utiv committee. 

Such, in brief, was the work of the Ninth Annual 
Convention of the New York State Freethinkers’ Asso- 
ciation. So far as numbers go, the Convention was a 
disappointment. But the absent members are the 
only ones to be commiserated. Those who were 
present are to be congratulated. They nobly ful- 
filled the main purpose of the gathering, which was 
to become acquainted, and to organize or to perfect 
plans for an organization which will enable the asso- 
ciation to -become something more than an annual 
mass meeting. If the executiv committee shall fulfil 


its duties, and hav the support of the Liberals of the 
state, next year ought to see at least one hundred 
activ local societies and Sunday-schools formed be- 
tween New York and Buffalo. As the greatest re- 
sults achieved by the National Liberal League at any 
time in its history were the product of the smallest 
congress it ever held, so, let us. hope, will the last 
Convention of the state organization produce a bet- 
ter year of work than any that has preceded it. The 
fortunate few who were there were not in the least 
discouraged, but rather stimulated to more heroic 
endeavors. 

Of the speaking and speakers it is almost super- 
fluous to write.- All but three of the orators are 
well known to the eastern Liberal public. Mrs. 
Reynolds, however, has but recently entered upon 
platform work; and the pity is that she had not 
sooner found her true vocation. L. K. Washburn, 
too, was a revelation to New Yorkers, and, like Mrs. 
Reynolds, captured the affections of every one of his 
listeners. Educated for the Unitarian ministry, he 
became a heretic before his ordination, and refused at 
that ceremony to hav sacerdotal hands laid upon his 
head. When occupying a pulpit he selected texts 
from Emerson instead of from the Bible, and taught 
his congregation éthics instead of theology. He has 
formed large congregations of substantial Infidels at 
Revere, Harwich, and Lynn, Mass., and at Minneapolis, 
Minn. For the past five years he has been engaged 
in business, emerging only occasionally to occupy 
the Paine-Hall platform. The readers of the Inves- 
tigator know him from his published speeches. Mr. 
Mendum has engaged him to lecture for the coming 
season, and he ought to hav a platform every evening. 
His lectures are among the most scholarly produc- 
tions of the Freethought speakers. He has. the 
graces and gifts of the orator, and withal carries 
around an exceedingly level head. There is no 
speaker'in the field at present who is his superior, 
except Colonel Ingersoll, and that gentleman is not 
personally more loved than Mr. Washburn by those 
who know him. Mr. J. L. Andrew and Mr. C. F. 
DeMott are the only other speakers with whom our 
readers are not acquainted. Mr. Andrew was suffer- 
ing from a bad cold and scarcely did himself justice. 
He is a solid, logical, platform worker, used to: hard 
labor and delighting in it. While in the East he de- 
sires engagements, and may be addressed for the 
next three weeks in care of this office. Mr: DeMott 
is a young man, who does more than he says. He 
possesses the quiet courage that insures success, and 
his efforts in behalf of Liberalism at his home are a 
record of glory. An outline of most of the speeches 
appeared in the Herald, and we shall publish in full 
such of them as were written out. 

While not ending in a blaze of glory, as did the 
Convention last year at Albany, we think this meet- 
ing will be fully as fruitful as that one. People with 
sufficient enthusiasm to attend a convention are 
usually: self-sacrificing enough to continue the work 
when they reach home. At this Convention they be- 
came aquainted, anda unity of purpose now binds 
them together. For the first time the State Associa- 
tion assumes an aggressiv form, with the distinct pur- 
pose of supplanting the churches by local societies so 
far as may be done. Wehope the executiv committee 
will receive the support of the Liberals of the state 
financially, and by forming local associations where- 
ever there are two or three people who may gather 
together in the name of Liberalism. The executiv 
committee is preparing directions for forming these 
associations, and literature for distribution, and as 
soon as completed they may be obtained of the sec- 
retary, Mrs. F. C. Reynolds, North Parma, N. Y. 

———— 9$ 49——————— 

Mr. Henry APPLETON, of Boston, will cease his editorial 
labors on Liberty. He and Mr. Tucker are unable to agree 
on the question whether the state itself should be abolished, 
-or the spirit of authority which breeds the state. Mr. Tucker 
goes at the state; Mr. Appleton at authority per se. Though 
no longer an editorial writer, Mr. Appleton will probably 
continue his contributions to Liberty. : 

+ 

Tuomas F. PLUNKETT, of Hartford, Conn., president of the 
Hartford Silk Company, and treasurer of the Manchester 
Union Manufacturing Company, has left for parts unknown, 
taking $250,000 with him. The Philadelphia Inquirer 
alludes to Mr. Plunkett as a ‘‘ fiduciary infidel,” but that 
must not be construed as reflecting on his orthodoxy. What 
the Inquirer meant to say was that he had been unfaithful to 
his trust. There is nothing about Mr. Plunkett’s conduct to 


indicate that he is religiously unsound. 
e 


Tux Salvation Army invaded Winsted, Conn., recently, 
heralded by circulars announcing that “ Captain Gilleo, for 
the Glory of God and the Salvation of Souls, would preach 
ten minutes, standing on his head.” A crowd of young men 
attended the meeting to see the salvationist stand on his 
head if he would, and with an understanding among them- 
selvs that they would ‘stand him on his head” if he failed 
to fulfil the promis of his circulars. He did not stand on 
his head, nor did they undertake to make him do so, three 
policemen being on hand to prevent any attempt to compel 
so peculiar an act of devotion. The editor of the Press re- 
marks that when & man advertises to stand on his head for 
the glory of God he should keep his word or refund the gate 
money. 
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Communications. 


“The Mystery of Matter.” 


Under the above title Mr. Fitzgerald has published 
‘an essay by J. Allanson Pincton, in the last number 
of the Humboldt Popular Science Library. The 


author joins issue with the Materialistic conclusions | 


. of the majority of scientists, and undertakes to prove 
that their philosophy fails to account for the phe- 
nomena of feeling and consciousness. This essay is 
followed in the same number of the library by another 
from the same author entitled, “The Philosophy of 
Ignorance,” in which the author advances the idea 
that matter and spirit are equally phenomenal mani- 
festations of one unknown substance. 

It is to be expected that the acceptance of the 
theory of evolution should giv a new impetus to the 
effort to solve the problem of the true nature of mat- 
ter and spirit, and that entirely new arguments 
should be brought forward, pro and con, and that 

' many new conclusions should be reached. 

- The old belief that God—spirit—has created the 
universe—matter—out of nothing being overthrown, 
matter, ever-present in all known phenomena, seems 
to be the controling force, while spirit, only mani- 
fested in conjunction with matter, seems to be com- 
pelled to take a subordinate place. But if the logic 
of evolution undoubtedly points to the supremacy of 
matter, there are sensations and feelings inherent in 
ourselvs which prevent many thinkers from accept- 
ing this position, and the belief in the supremacy of 
spirit finds many supporters among persons of suffi- 
cient ability to command respect for any opinions 
they may entertain. It is true that their belief does 
not rest, so far, upon a logical process of investiga- 
tion, but upon an inward feeling which prevents them 
from accepting the ultimate conclusions reached by 
following the Materialistic arguments. 

It is on that account that these essays hav special 
value, for if Mr. Pincton is not very successful in 
establishing his new theory that spirit and matter are 
equally phenomenal manifestations of some unknown 
substance, he is a very competent critic, and points 
out many fallacies in the theory of the supremacy of 
matter. ; 

His first objection is one hard to overthrow. It is 
the impossibility to establish the chain of communi- 
cation between thè material phenomena and their 
effects upon feeling and consciousness. It is pos- 
sible, and has been done, to follow an impression, as 
conveyed bya distant object, by means of waves of 
light, to our eyes, and by the optic nerves to our 
brain, but once there we lose track of it, and the 
most learned physicist cannot tell how this impres- 
sion affects our consciousness, or why our conscious- 
ness should be affected by it. At the end of the 
mechanical process we reach the domain of feelings 
and consciousness, a domain so widely separated 
from the domain of molecular mechanies that no 
bridge has ever been built to span the space between 
them; and it is this wide space between the two, the 
immeasurably great distance which exists between 
the cause—molecular changes—and the effect —sen- 
sation and consciousness—which prevents many scien- 
tists from accepting in full the Materialist theory. 

Mr. Pincton shows also that, plausible as is the 
atomic theory, it fails to account for the expansion 
and the contraction of matter. After a very interest- 
ing and clear dissertation upon matter, and arriving 
at the conclusion that “the one essential property of 
matter is its exclusiv occupation of space,” he says: 
“The more favored doctrin of modern times teaches 
that matter is ultimately constituted of minute indi- 


visible particles, which are separated one from an-| 


other by spaces immeasurably small, yet definit and 
real The attraction and repulsion of these atoms 
between themselvs is supposed to explain the phe- 
nomena of chemical combination Their agitation in 
their narrow orbits constitutes heat, the repulsion 
occasioned by this agitation explains expansion, and 
the same agitation, if sufficiently intense, may be 
communicated to the ether, thus creating light. 
There is, of course, very much to be said for such a 
theory, but when molecular chemistry undertakes to 
say what those centers are, and assures me that they 
are hard little kernels of a substance fundamentally 
different from and incommensurable. with the life 
which is the only mode of being which I certainly 
and directly know, then I must beg leave to demur. 
I might do so on the ground that the physical phi- 
losopher is here asserting what he cannot possibly 
know—precisely the crime which he is always imput- 
ing to theologians—but I go further, and I say that 
he is_asserting what is absurd, unthinkable, impos- 
sible. For in the spaces between these ultimate atoms 
there exists either some matter supposed to be more 
subtle than the atoms, or absolutely no matter at all. 
If the former alternativ be taken, this is simply the 
continuity of matter over again. Every point of 
space is occupied by its own point of matter, which 
positivly excludes any other from occupying the same 
space. The atmosphere in the interspaces, therefore, 
must be equally dense with the atoms which they 
surround, and the distinction between them disap- 


pears. Butif there is absolutely no matter between 
the atoms, then all their effects one upon another 
must be exerted across a void—that is, through a 
medium of nothingness; or, in other words, the pres- 
ence of force does not necessarily imply the presence 
of. matter, and the only reason for assuming the lat- 
ter as something different from force is given up. 
The size of the interval makes no difference at all in 
the argument. 
two-billionth of an inch or the ninety-two million 
miles, or thereabouts, between the earth and the sun, 
if force can pass through—that is, can exist in—a 
space absolutely void of all matter, then the insep- 
arability of matter and force is altogether given up. 
Yet the only reason for our belief in any matter dif- 
ferent in substance from the subtle essence of our 
consciousness is an inference from the presence of 
force, and from its apparent distribution at definit 
centers. 


are: 


Whether that interval is the ninety- 


Force, it is argued, must be exerted by 
something and must act upon something. Very true; 


but if you infer from this that the presence of force 
implies always the presence of a sustaining material 


substance, the one essential quality of which is the 
exclusiv occupation of space, then I say your own 
atomic theory contradicts you. I put before you the 
conception of two atoms, and I draw round each of 
them a circle. These circles touch at the middle 


point between the two, and I ask you, what exists 
there? 
ing but force. 


On the theory, you are bound to reply, noth- 
If the atoms repel each other, their 
contrary forces meet here and struggle here. If the 
atoms attract each other, the attractiv force of each 
meets here and lays hold of that of the other here. 
Now, if force can exist here at the tangential point of 
the two circles, without any matter at all in which it 
inheres, why is not the same thing possible at the 
centers as well?” 

The reading of these essays, and especially the 
line of arguments used to show that the atomic 
theory fails to account for the transmission of force, 
has led me to attempt to express some ideas of my 
own on these problems, ideas which are the result of 
some observations upon the phenomena of conduct, 
and its relation to feeling and consciousness. I will 
not express any opinion upon Mr. Pincton’s theory 
that matter and spirit are equally phenomenal mani- 
festations of one unknown substance. He may be 
correct, for he advances some strong arguments to 
show that any other proposition cannot be main- 
tained. These essential propositions as he states them 


1. We may regard matter and spirit as two separate and 
distinct substances, capable of mutual relations, but entirely 
incommensurable. This is the popular view—tolerable only 
so long as the word substance is loosely understood. 

2. We may suppose spirit to be a generalization of certain 
phenomena of matter. 

8. We may treat of matter as a phenomenon of spirit. 

4. We may insist that matter and spirit are equally 
phenomenal manifestations of one unknown substance. 


"This last proposition is the only one he accepts a8 
correct, but it seems to be difficult to prove, and if 
proven throws but little light on the mystery of 
matter. 

-Leaving aside the question of the origin of spirit 
and matter, the. fact remains that they are separately 
manifested by two classes of phenomena entirely dis- 
tinct and separate from each other, and it is in rela- 
tion to the part.or function which each plays in the 
perpetual changes which contribute to progress that I 
hold some opinions somewhat different from those 
usually received. 

Matter I hold to be composed of atoms, according 
to the atomic theory. I see no reason to reject the 
scientific definition of atoms that they are infinites- 
imal kernels of substance; but to these atoms I do 
not concede any force, motion, heat, sensation, or 
knowledge, nor the possibility of acquiring any. 
They are simply the material used by the spirit—so 
called—to make the different combinations which 
make up the universe as we know it. 


This inert matter, incapable by itself of any 
progress or changes, is controled by another agent 
which, on account of the many variations of its mani- 
festations, is known to us by many different names. 
This agent is alone capable of motion, of force, of 
heat, of sensation, of knowledge and intelligence. In 
its higher manifestations it is known to us by the 
name of spirit, mind, soul, intelligence. It is this 
agent which controls and directs all phenomena, but 
it can only perform its work in connection with and 
by the cooperation of matter, and thus is not. recog- 
nized by us except in material phenomena. 


What is this agent? Scientists tell us that the 
greater or lesser attraction of atoms for each other is 
due to something they call electricity; and some 
agent which is called living force, nervous force, vital 
force, vital electricity, controls living growth and liv- 
ing actions, and under the name of magnetism is 
found to control many phenomena which otherwise 
could not be explained, and the proof seems4to be 
getting stronger every day that this comparativly 
newly recognized force, electricity, is the basis of all 
the life, motion, and changes which take place in the 
universe. 


expansion of iron by heat. 
theory, we cannot account for the expansion by the 
atoms enlarging themselvs. 
stronger than they are, must be injected in the 
spaces, and thus drive the atoms apart. If scientists 
are right, and electricity is the substance which holds 
them together, then nothing but an increase of elec- 
tricity will account for the expansion, and it is easy 
enough to understand how it is done by heat, if heat 
is one of the forms by which electricity manifests 
itself. 
closer or drives farther apart the atoms which consti- 

tute the iron, then it is electricity which is the con- 

troling force, and although we may not be able to — 
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led, and I will support it by a few of the arguments. 
which hav induced me to accept this opinion. 


First, let us take the simple phenomenon of the 
If we accept the atomic 


Another substance, 


But if it is electricity which either draws 


see it or feel it, and the atoms may be the most per- 
ceptible to our senses, yet it is not the iron which 
contains the electricity, as we now express it, but the 
electricity which contains the iron; and as this must 


be true of all substances, our mode of expression, 


and mode of thought, and our conclusions in regard 


to the true function of matter, must be as erroneous 


as were the expressions, thoughts, and conclusions in 

regard to the movements of the earth around the sun. — 
The same mistake is made in regard to living 

organisms, and it was the study of human conduct 


and human actions which has led me to surrender the 


extreme Materialistic belief, and adopt the modified 
theory I now hold, for neither the Materialist nor the 
Spiritualist is able to explain the different phenomena 
of human action. No theory of mechanical vibration 
can account for the faculty of memory and for its 
cumulativ result in intelligence, nor for the transla- 
tion of perceptions into feelings and actions. Nor is 
the Spiritualist idea of the unlimited control of spirit 
over matter, of the spontaneity of its knowledge, of 
its infallibility, of its power of free will and of free 
desire, any easier of acceptance, for it is disproved 
every day by a close study of the phenomena of hu- 
man action. These phenomena can only be accounted 
for, with our present advanced knowledge, by the 
presence of some agent capable of acquiring and 
storing knowledge, of realizing the difference between 
pleasant and unpleasant sensations, and of using its 
knowledge and sensations in controling matter in 
any desired direction. This agent I find in vital 
force. Grant to electricity the faculty of registering 
past experiences, and of making use of them for fut- 
ure action; grant also to it the faculty of realizing 
its own knowledge, that is, the power of feeling 
which ultimates into self-consciousness, and we can 
follow the evolution of knowledge and of feeling step 
by step with the evolution of matter from the most 
simple form of combination in the gaseous or nebu- 
lous stage to the actual period of the most complex 
organisms. j . 

This theory furnishes us with a plausible explana- 
tion of phenomena which cannot be explained under 
any other supposition, and it does away with Mr. 
Pincton’s objection of the lack of continuity between 
material phenomena and their effect upon conscious- 
ness. According to its teachings, there are no purely 
material phenomena. The waves of light and the 
nerves are the material which furnishes the means of 
communication to the agent which itself feels and is 
conscious. It explains the phenomena of heredity. 
It is the vital force present in the germ which seizes 
upon matter and with it builds the living organism, 
and it is the unconscious memory of the past experi- 
ence of its ancestors which enables it to control and 
direct its own conduct. 

There are many other problems which hay puzzled 
the human mind, and to which accepted beliefs fur- 
nish no answer. One very interesting is the origin 
of life. In denying the existence of a being able to 
create, we hav no means of accounting for the sudden 
appearance of life here. According to my theory, 
life is one of the forms under which this electric force 
manifests itself, and it permeates the whole universe, 
and what we call living organisms are simply a form 
of combination more complex, and the difference be- 
tween living organisms and inert matter is one of de- 
gree and not of kind. : : 

Nor hav we, at this time, any plausible explanation 
of the presence of intelligence in the universe; and 
yet it seems to me very clear that, just as life perme- 
ates everything, so do knowledge and intelligence 
exist all around us. How shall we account for it? 
We can no longer ascribe it to the will of God who 
gave to each organism Mise dd and wisdom 
according to its wants. And yet knowledge, both 
activ and latent, not only exists, but is found to con- 
trolall phenomena. The germ of each living plant, 
for example, contains sufficient latent knowledge to 
control its growth in a special direction, but that 
knowledge may remain dormant for ages until 
brought out by the right environment, when it will 
assert itself, and so direct the growth that the best 
result will be attained possible in the actual condi- 
tions. How do scientists now account for this? 
"When a man breaks one of his limbs and the bones 
begin to knit together and the wound to heal, they 
tell us that it is due to a wise provision of nature, 


This is the conclusion to which I hav slowly been | which accomplishes what the intelligence of man 
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could not do. But they do not tell us what they| mated. The i i indivisi i i i 
. a dest: l divisible by ch 

mean by the word “nature,” nor who gave it üt and phiyaicál forces; fos Mie eye lu some ers TR ne : 

. necessary knowledge, nor what are the limits of its | Poinis of application. Talmage and Sam Jones are working the salvation 
intelligence. Nor ean they tell us if nature is a con-| This expression, “for which they are in the same | racket for all it is worth, apparently, but they go 
scious or unconscious force. Yet those questions | manner as points of application,” means exactly about it in different ways. The Brooklyn fixed star 

are inseparable from the question of the true relation | What I hav tried to express, that atoms are the sub- does not obtrude hell to a frightful extent, but dwells 

of matter and spirit. The knowledge and intelli- stance acted upon by electricity, but I differ in deny- mostly on the joys of hevaen. While he doesn't 
gence exist. No one can deny it. Are they the |!D8 to them the power of heat, motion, etc., which is. specify many of said joys, he describes heaven as 
attributes of matter or the attributes of spirit? Is generally attributed to them, as is shown by the fol- being a place of far more transcendent splendor than 
the knowledge in the broken limb, or outside of it? |lowing quotation from the same author upon the nat- John Hoey’s park at Elberon, or “Paradise Park” in 
My theory of the ability of electricity to acquire | ure of ether: this city, and says all the “saved” will prance around 
and store knowledge accounts for its presence all} Ether is not a vacuum; it is a medium formed of a highly there on white horses, and carry golden harps. 
through matter ; for its latent condition, and for its rarefied and elastic matter, agitated by perpetual vibrations, Heaven has twelve gates of pearl, he says, and all 
proper specialization ; and what is called the wisdom which are transmitted from atomic matter to the ether, and | the roads, which are paved with gold—how Squire 
4 on; } from the ether to atomic matter. Is it a homogeneous, con- uld Lk i i 
of nature ta I believe ult of I e i , wo e to be superintendent of public works 
i ; , the result of past experiences | tinuous medium? Is it formed of atoms of a second order P imm 
transmitted to the organism through heredity. a kind of. monads which would form by their aggregation there 1— lead to the throne of Jeho vah; and immor- 
I hold that at the time this earth was ina nebulous | ponderable matter itself? -This is a question which can be | tal life there will be one of ecstatic bliss from start 
state there was in it the potency for all the life, Pn a i cannot be solved. Poisson in- | to finish—stop, there is no finish; from start to—to 
motion, intelligence, feeling, consciousness, that there other: it seemed to RU oean M ME Wo rwol, ta z wigs more and. moreover, say. Hus 
is in it now, but the power was activ in another form | brations could be propagated transversely in a continuous Talmage is trying to secure recruits for heaven with 
and manifested itself in a different manner. As the | medium. Such as it is, this imperceptible and imponderable | PrOmses of a life of unalloyed bliss, suns toothache, 
earth cooled, the heat, instead of being radiated in medium has, nevertheless, a density, and, after a revived | $8728 taxes, and things that render earthly life hardly 
space—a belief incompatible with the theory of the typ Di Ee rris m nee of anm undane. Mee iE [oH we Divine arol; 

conservation of energy—was transformed into life, | visible world to gravitate toward ésch other, ip dic Jones, the wandering aérolite, dwells not 80.. much 

knowledge, and consciousness; and new combina- This hypothesis of ther, filli ; i he Sron aD n hell, which he trots out gn all ite fed 

tions, adapted to the manifestation of these faculti . yp _of an ether, filling up all space, | horridity, thinking, no doubt, that heaven is too good 
replaced the combinations of the heated ae vied! vir aiias ee is brought forward | for sinful mortals. No cowboy ever painted a town 

Through heredity these combinations became special- | t ean alone explo chemotere eth too neces | as red as Jones paints hell He doesnt know any 

ied each ‘line éxperimenbini in w gpoolal diteotion it can alone explain phenomena otherwise incapable more about hell than his co-worker of Brooklyn does 

Jne exp ; r | of explanation, and is a step toward the acknowledg- | of i i 

and transmitting its acquired knowledge to it 7 ) : dg- | of heaven, but you would think he did, from the way 

cedBoru. Hus o etables ired E kn 1 ‘ede ment that this medium alone possesses ‘heat, motion, | he handles his figurativ brushes, and slaps on the red 

desdad for và otatie life : Post gd soe int 1 dore Pe feeling, and intelligence. I find another step in the | paint, with yellow-of-brimstone touches. While Tal- 
gotal 3 es, une Know edge that i same direction in an essay from a noted physician, | mage is trying to coax us into h ith ` i 

fitted them to liv in the water; and animals and man | Dr, Richardson, entitled, “A Th f Be 18. ye 50 us into heaven with promises 
hav progressed so far as to reach the high stage of her.” ruere cory” Of Nervous of celestial mint [lene 80:00 epeal ot never coding 
development of the present time. Thus an dioses Biber" Among other things) he paya: üeHciouiiees Jonas M yang IO foare Ws MID Mie 
amount of knowledge has been developed and is It occurs to my mind, however, that the veritable fluid of abode of bliss and glory with: threats of “blue 
saved away tor usw Dul it io wlledesialined knowledge nervous matter is not of itself sufficient to act as the subtle | blazes” being held to our lips for all eternity, and of 

f » 1 i t 0 89, | medium that connects the outer with the inner universe of | which we must drink and keep drinking forever, with 
each organism possessing just that kind it needs | man and animals. I think—and this is the modification I f P 8 : : 
and no other; and all this knowledge is not a spon- | Suggest to the older theory—there must be another form of out, a let-up of a moment. My readers can take 
taneous creation, nor the gift of a superior and matter present during life, a matter which exists in the con- their choice of Talmage and Jones, and be coaxed or 
omnipotent spirit, but the result of hard-bought ox-| organise, a ds en aa anao ere vous | Seared into heaven, as they like. 

perience tested by the ordeal of the survival of the | molecule of nervous structure, and is the medium of all mo: 

fittest. tion communica ied x or from the nervous centers. 

While this hypothesis may seem fanciful t : enit is once fairly presented to the mind that durin, 
ind. to rest eee very m dër foundation "t Il life there is in the animal body a finely diffused form of 
- s um vapor, & vapor filling every part, and even stored in some 
alone, so far as I can judge, account for the phenom- | parts, a matter constantly renewed by the vital chemistry. a 
ena by which we are surrounded. . matter as easily disposed of as the breath after it has served 
If we admit a difference in kind—not degree—be- ns purpose, a new flood orlight breata in on the intelligence. 
tween living and dead, motion and rest, knowledge | QU 0" consciousness reëchoes to the fact. Our ex erience 
: S k assures us that between ourselvs and the outer-world there 
and ignorance, heat and cold, we fall into a dilemma is, while we liv, an intercommunicating bond which con- 
from which there is no escape; if we attribute to | nects us with the outer world, which is apart from the gross 

‘matter heat and motion, and to spirit feeling and visible substances we call flesh, bone, brain, blood; which in 

intelligence, we fail to follow the chain which unites | fom" = rd Orga ertheless 18 connected mu potn kern and 

. n ns ense; which is made in & ithi 

these different phenomena, and are stopped on every | organism; which, produced in over quantities, apurosios i: 

hand by gaps which we can neither bridge over nor | which, produced in too small quantities, is insufficient for 

cross. But with this theory we meet no such diffi- | our wants; which is renewed by food and sleep, exhausted 
culty. Electricity becomes the base of all spiritual py wakefulness -and labof; which aae nns vibration 
h , and lets the same vibrate within us, to be 

EIEEE PET bed NU nulia is Ds fixed or reflected back, and which conveys the impulse 

phenomenon of the attraction and repulsion of atoms 

in their narrow orbits to the complex phenomena of 

intelligent action ; and the blind force of gravitation 

is found to develop into sensation and feeling till it 

emerges in self-consciousness, and electricity, under 

the form of magnetism, is found to rule the loves as 

well as the hates of man and woman. 


when we will an act and perform it. 
These are only some of the statements which I hav 
And now, before I conclude, I want to quote here 
some opinions expressed by men well known by their 


found, in the last few years, expressed with much 
mark in the field of scientific re~-srches, and bearing 


caution by scientists, but all leading in the same 

direction. The question of the true nature of these 

feelings we call personality, consciousness, of the 

basis of instinct and intelligence, of the true scope 

and function of the living principle, are attracting 

more and more attention, and in the light of the 

theory of evolution, which compels the investigator 

F : She ; to establish a complete chain between the dead, un- 

upon the subject under investigation. Speaking of the , i : 

fufzenoc of The eapi ‘ipa life, Geant ‘Allen, in feeling, ignorant matter of the early ages, and the 
his work upon Charles Darwin, says: “ Here biology 
“next steps in with its splendid explanation of organic 
life, as due essentially to the secondary action of 
radiated solar energy on the outer crust of such a 
` cooling and evolving planet. Falling on the cells of 
the simplest green plants, the potent sunlight dis- 
sociates the carbonic acid floating in the atmosphere, 


living, conscious, intelligent man of to-day, the old 

explanations are discarded, and new hypotheses ten- 
tativly tried. 

and builds it up with the hydrogen of water in the 

tissues of the organism into starch and other organic 

products, which differ from the inert substances 


The subject is not one of purely speculativ value. 

It holds the key to the problem of future life; of the 
around them mainly by the possession of locked-up 
solar energy. On the energy-yielding food-stuffs 


probability of so-called spirit manifestations; of the 
thus stored up the animal in turn feeds and fattens, |. 


overthrow of disease and the increase of life; and 9 
true solution will alone furnish a scientific basis for 

reducing what was before potential into actual motion, 

just as the steam-engin reduces the latent solar 


the improvement of the social relations, for the 
knowledge of the true relation of matter and spirit 

energy of coal into visible heat and visible movement 

in its furnance and in its machinery.” 


can alone giv us a knowledge of the true position of 
How this influence of the sun is exerted is not yet 


man here. . ALBERT ÜHAVANNES. 
well known, but it is somewhat remarkable that in a 
series of observations to ascertain the relation of the 
periodical appearance of the sun’s spots upon earthly 
phenomena, no influence could be recognized except 
inregard to the variations of the magnetie needle, 
where a perfect coincidence was found to exist, thus 
establishing & clear connection between the sun's 
rays and magnetic influences, as well as between the 
gun's rays and organic life. i 

In his work on “The Atomic Theory,” A. D. Wurtz 
says: - 

We will, however, consider more closely the hypothesis of 
the discontinuity of matter, which would be formed of mole- 
cules and atoms in motion, in a medium which fills the activ 
universe and permeates all bodies—the ether. 

Atoms are not material points; they possess a sensible 
dimension, and doubtless a fixed form; they differ in their 

relativ weight and in the motions with which they are ani- 


A * down-east" parson at a camp-meeting, at the 
close of a “love feast,” when surrounded by the 
“sisters,” remarked that he was thrice a widower, 
but felt a glorious satisfaction at knowing that he 
had been the means of sending all his wives to 
heaven, hinting that on that account he would be 
willing to extend his matrimonial record, looking ap- 
provingly at one of the sisters who flocked about 
him. Instead of reciprocating the amorous glance of 
the parson, the “sister” aforesaid bridled at once, 
saying: 
* Well, you'll never hav the satisfaction of sending 
me to heaven, never! If any of the others want you 
to send 'em to heaven you just look at them and not 
at me.” There was an immediate breaking up of the 
“love feast” aftermath. 


to their souls that they will one day run this entire 
aggregation of states. That they will is possible, 
but not very probable. But suppose they do, will 
their Prohibition prohibit? Has it “prohibited” in 
Maine? Does it “prohibit” in Rhode Island, Georgia, 
and the Western states, where it is pretended it pro- 
hibits? Not a bit of it—well, yes, it does a “bit” 
here and there, in some isolated place, but for a’ that 
an’ a’ that, those who want the “prohibited” juice 
get it every time, and make the most of it. There is 
more rum drank to-day in Maine than ever, albeit gin- 
shops are not in vogue; and the trouble is it is worse 
rum than in the days before “Prohibition.” But as 
stolen fruit is the sweetest, so is “prohibited” gin 
the best flavored, malgre its degenerated quality, and 
people will hav it if only for spite because it is “ pro- 
hibited.” Do these one-ides men, these rule-our- 
stomach fanatics, imagin they are going to choke the 
Teutonic throat off its beer, the American and Irish 
throats off their whisky? If they do, there is only 
one term for them—Fools! The best or worst they 
can do is to bother us. But the more bother, the 
more we will drink when we get it. That is human 
nature, and the Prohibitionists will hav to prohibit 
that before they can successfully work the Prohibi- 
tion racket. I hav used rum all my life, and intend 
to use it till death—“I” means a multitude, under- 
stand, myself included. I don’t abuse it, never did, 
and don't think I shall; but there is no saving grace 
in that for me—for the multitude who use and not 
abuse—oh, no! Because Mike Dooly abuses rum, I 
am to be shut off from the use thereof! There are 
gluttons who abuse food. "Why not choke them off 
from using food? It would be just as consistent, T 
think, the fact that I should suceumb from starvation 
not militating in the least against consistency in the 
premises. There are those who abuse life in every 
way possible. Why not prohibit life? Cranks of 
this one idea—Prohibition—let me say to you that 


T —— 9 ——————— 
Colonel IngersolPs Theory About Musie. 

Colonel Ingersoll thinks that great progress has been made 
in music in this country, and declares that Americans are 
coming to an era in music which appeals to the intellect. In 
talking about the drama, he declared his admiration for men 
of intellect to lead him, first of all, to pay homage to Shak- 
spere, whom he regards as the most wonderful delineator of 
human passions the world has ever known. Speaking of 
music, he said: ‘“‘ The first form of music is that which ap- 
peals to the heels. It is merely regularity of sound. As it 
is lower or higher in tone or quicker or faster in movement it 
is rhythm, and appeals to the senses in a greater or less de- 
gree. Then there is music of association. Persons learn to 
associate a national air with their feelings of patriotism. A 
man may like a tune because his mother sang it, or because 
he heard it in the old home days. But there is a higher 
music than all this, which appeals to the great intellectual 
force in men, by which they are led to forget themselvs 
and all the surreundings, and are carried away to realms of 
thought from which they would be glad never to return. 
This is the highest music of all, and is the music in which 
this country is making progress more rapidly than any other 
country on the face of the globe.” — Tribune. 


that will “ prohibit” is to prohibit procreation. And 
don't you forget it ! Sı Srokuw. 


Senp to Tug Truru Suexur office for a catalog of 
the books we hav for sale. The catalog is free. 


The Prohibitionists are laying the flattering unction — 


the only way in which you can establish Prohibition . 
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To Whom Will the Infidels Apply? 

The subscriptions for the relief of sufferers from 
the recent earthquake in Charleston, S. C., amount 
to considerable over one hundred thousand dollars, 
contributed from all sources. - This is as it should be, 


and speaks well for the generosity of the American | 


people. Now is thetime for persons of abundant 
means to display their sympathy for suffering 
humanity. | 

But one fact in connection with this relief fund 
must fill the destitute Freethinkers of the stricken 
city (if such there be) with misgivings. The Charles- 
ton correspondent of the Baltimore American mes 
-under date of September 8th : 

“The subsistence committee is in full swing, and is serv- 
ing.out to-day ample rations of meat, bread, and sugar to 
all worthy applicants. The plan is to make the distribution 
hereafter upon the recommendation of the clergymen of the 
different denominations in the city.” 

This method of dividing the relief fund will un- 

doubtedly cause it to be shared by a great many 
worthy religious people, but how is it to reach those 
not connected with the church? Does the subsistence 
committee imagin that only church communicants 
hav been. afflicted, on the theory that “whom he 
‘loveth he chasteneth?” and hav the clergy shown 
themselvs to be so free from prejudice in all respects 
that they can be safely trusted with the direction of 
this great fund? The committee is perhaps doing 
its best to put the money where it will do the most, 
good, but it has made a mistake in inviting the 
clergy to take a hand in the scramble. 


——— — t ——————————— 


Still in the Depths. 


There are intelligent people who profess to believe 
that the work of Freethought is ended; that there is 
no longer any field for papers like Tar TRUTA SEEKER}; 
that superstition is dead; that the mists hav cleared 
away; that the Bible is no longer believed, or its 
teachings followed; that the world is drifting in the 
right direction, and that the only duty left for Lib: 
erals is to go about some other business, and let it 
drift. To the notice of such we would commend the 
following extracts, all of them from newspapers of 
recent date. Here is one from the New York Times : 

* INDIANAPOLIS, Sept. 4, 1886.—A remarkable faith-cure i is 
reported from Anderson, Madison county. The subject, 
_ Albert Wampler, thus relates his experience: ‘About five 
years ago I was stricken with pains in my limbs. The doc- 
tors pronounced it rheumatism, and I was treated for that, 
but I failed to receive any relief whatever and continually 
grew worse. All at once, during a season of prayer held for 
my special benefit, I arose, laid aside my crutches, and 
walked unaided. The disease had deformed me so that I 
was unable to straighten up, but now, thank God, I am as 
straight as anyone. Mr. Wampler is about twenty-seven 
years old, and he firmly believes he was cured through faith 
in prayer." 

Of course, no one really diseased was ever cured 
by “prayer.” On the other hand, the greatest evils 
hav arisen from this belief. Proper medical aid has 


been neglected; and victims of faith hav died when |. 


_ intelligent treatment might hav saved their lives. 


Business Manager. |. 


Yet that a belief in prayer-cures is still held by some 
is attested by the above instance, unless it be a news- 
paper fabrication, of which there is a strong likeli- 


|hood. A test which would satisfy skeptics is that 


proposed some time ago by the Maine Farmer, i. e, 
the restoration of an amputated leg. ^ Though 
scarcely more wonderful than the sudden cure of 
long-seated rheumatism, it would stil be a better 
test. 

The next is from the Morning Journal, published 
in this city: 

‘‘Fonp pu Lao, Wis., Sept. 4, 1886.—The Rev. Father 
Keenan will, in a few weeks, make an interesting experi- 
ment. Aware of the fact that snakes will not liv in Ireland, 
he is going to see if they will liv in this country under the 
conditions which are believed to exist in Ireland. Accord- 
ing to tradition, St. Patrick visited the Emerald Isle in the 
fifth century, and found it infested with snakes, but 


after blessing the soil the snakes vanished. Father Keenan 
genuin | 


sent to Ireland and secured some of the. old, 
turf, which is now in New York, ready for shipment here. 


He has obtained some snakes also, which he will place. 


within the turf. If the snakes die, it will hav a tendency 
to prove the truth of the tradition, or that there is some 
peculiarity of the soil which is fatal to their existence.” . 


One of two conclusions must be drawn from this: 
either that the priest, Keenan, is stupidly supersti- 
tious, or that he is a hypocrit. 

Then, from the Charleston News and Courier, 
published at the scene of the recent earthquake, we 
obtain this: 


** After the fire on King street broke out (Tuesday night), 
when the whole of the lower ward housetops were illumi- 
nated, a strange thing was seen. On the top of the ruins of 
the porch of the Main station was seen a cross, the emblem 
of. Christianity, which shone with resplendent brightness. 
There never was a cross on this building as far. as known, 
and the appearance of this one soon attracted attention, as it 
stood out of the ruins. A policeman—it is needless to say 


that he was an Trishman—pointed to it, and said, as he un- 
covered his head, ‘It is that that saved us.’” 


The Charleston correspondent of the New York 
World says that this apparition did not take place, 


but his denial will hav no weight with Catholics, who 


can see the sun dance on Easter morning, and who 


believe in the “lady of Lourdes” and the Virgin at 
Knock. When an intelligent man like Cardinal New- 


man avows: “I firmly believe that the saints in 


their lifetime hav before now raised the dead to 
life, crossed the sea without vessels, multiplied 
grain and bread, cured innumerable diseases, and 


superseded the operation of the laws of the uni- 
verse in a multitude of ways,” what can be expected 


from ignorant Catholics ? 


The next case is worse. The account is from the 


London Globe, and reads: 


* A painful case of religious madness is reported by a 


Paris correspondent to hav just taken place in the Hautes 
Alps, near Braincon. 
arine Olaguer, aged respectivly forty-seven and forty-five, 
lived there on a little property which they had inherited. 
They had also & sum of forty thousand francs, which was 
well invested. They were noted for their piety, and both 
had profound belief in miracles and the supernatural. - Last 
Monday morning Catharine told Marie that she had had a 
vision in the night, in which God appeared to her and de- 


Two sisters, named Marie and Cath- 


manded a proof of her obedience in sacrificing her sister. 


Marie lent herself to this idea, which did not appear to her 


at all strange. So, after devoutly hearing mass on Tuesday 
morning, she came home to prepare herself to be a sacrifice, 
Catharine got a sharp razor, and cut with it into each of. the 
arms in front of the elbow and into the instep of each foot. 


The victim kept repeating, ‘Jesus, Marie, my hope, my sav- 
ior! Catharine then collected the blood, to dry it and keep 
it as a relic. 


When Marie was lifeless, her sister dressed the 
corpse in white, and went with the will of the defunct to a 
notary, to whom she related what she had done. She also 
said that, in obedience to God’s command, she had burnt 
all the debentures and scrip belonging to her sister.” 

The insane acts of these two sisters prove their 
sincerity, and that sincerity had its root in religion. 

Readers of Tae Trurn Sener hav already heard 
of the Perfectionist craze at Cincinnati. Here is the 
latest feature of that delusion: 

“The Rev. Duncan I. Jerome, a young Baptist preacher 
freshly graduated from Spurgeon's College, announces his 
conversion by the Walnut Hill, Cincinnati, Perfectionists and 
his abandonment of the Baptist Church. He says: ‘We 
hold that Christian churches hav been tried and found want- 
ing. We believe Mrs. Martin and Mrs. Brooks hav attained 
perfection, and that sinning to them is impossible. We do 
believe in the divinity of Mrs. Martin. She has as much 
divinity as Jesus Christ.’ " 

However far from the truth the Rev. Mr. 5. erome 
may be in other respects, his closing remark, as 
given above, is undoubtedly true. 

We now come to the most marvelous fabrication 
that has appeared in print since the last copy of the 


Bible left the press. 
field, Ohio, Aug. 5, 1886, is responsible for it: 


“The most awful event in Ohio's history—a weird and ` 


The Globe- Republic, Spring- 


horrible manifestation of the omnipotence of an angry God, 
if it be true—occurred some days ago near Lima, Allen 
county, Ohio. Sylvester Redyan was among the richest of 
Mercer county farmers. He was a brawny, black-browed, 
heavily-whiskered man of five and thirty years. He was in 
easy circumstances, and owned a fertil farm of several hun- 
dred acres. His family consisted of a wife and five children. 
Reydan, although generally respected, was so addicted: to 
profanity that his oaths were constant and frightful. : The 
fertility of Mercer county is well known; but the prospects 
for abundant crops this fall hav been almost, if not wholly, 
destroyed by a prolonged drouth, the effects of which hav 
been most noticeable in the wide and spreading corn-flelds. 
The stalks, once sturdy and brightest of living green, slowly 
shriveled and faded into the sere and yellow of an untimely 
decay, and the once branching blades hung limp and lifeless. 
This condition of things maddened Redyan, and moved him 
to utter the awful blasphemy that cost him his life and sem- 
blance to humanity. On the day in question, he and four of 
his hands were sitting in the entrance of a small cave ina 
mass of sandstone overlooking a forty-acre field. The day 


| was burning hot, and as Redyan looked out over the dreary 
"waste of dying grain, his face grew dark with passion and 


discontent. He finally rose to his feet, his face aflame with 
insane rage, and shaking his fist with fury at the sky, 
shouted in ringing tones, ‘If thou art a God descend and I 
will cut the heart from thy body!’ The men shrank back 
appalled. Fora single instant Redyan stood there, more 


like a brazen image than aught else, utterly powerless to. 


move; then the heavens burst wide asunder, with a stunning 
shock, and a flaming bolt of fire descended, smiting and 
completely enveloping the blasphemous Sylvester Redyan, 
transfiguring him in the twinkling of an eye from mortal 
flesh and blood to a pillar of lifeless stone! Some time after 
the descent of the awful bolt, Redyan’s hired help awoke to 
consciousness, to find themselvs strewn about in various 
postures on the ground in the shade of the rocks—awoke to 


huddle closely together, fairly frozen with horror, after one - 


glance at the frightful object standing erect and rigid'a few 
paces distant. Benumbed though their senses were, they 
felt and knew that Redyan was lifeless. The form there, 
just within the cave entrance, could not, be that of. a living 
being. The only thing human about it was its shape. It 
bore Redyan’s head, broad shoulders, and massiv chest. . It 
was almost devoid of clothing, and was vested with a gray- 
ish, stony appearance. The defiant attitude was wholly 
gone; the clenched hand had been lowered, and the head 
was inclined slightly forward. This much the men noted in 
their brief, fleeting glances. The men struggled to their 
feet. Their limbs almost refused to support them.. They 
hung back, as if loth to approach the horrible object. Re- 
luctantly the men advanced. With each step toward the 
cave entrance the air seemed to grow hotter, as if exuding 
from a fiery furnace. When within a few paces of Redyan, 
one of the men halted. ‘This if awful—I can’t go nearer!’ 
he gasped. The others continued to advance. They put 
out their hands to grasp the upright, lifeless form. Then a 
wild shriek burst from their parched throats, and, turning, 
they fled as if pursued by?à thousand demons. The figure 
was A LIVID, RED-HOT STONE. 

** August Gebauer is a well-known saloon-keeper on West 
Main street. He was seen by a Globe-Republic reporter last 


night and told what he knew of the awful affair with marked 


agitation. ‘Yes, Isaw the Lima horror Friday afternoon,’ 
said Mr. Gebauer. ‘I went to Lima on business,’ he re- 
sumed, ‘and I took Mr. Black there with me. When we 
had finished our affairs we concluded to go ‘see the stone 
man. There were so many conflicting reports rife in Lima 
that we more than half suspected we were going on a fool's 
errand; but we were not. The Redyan farm lies a mile and 
a half east of Lima, in & level stretch of cleared country, and 
is quite easy of access. The neighborhood is but thinly set. 
tled, and this fact accounts for the slowness with which 'the 
report of the awful occurrence spread. It happened.in the 
southeast corner of a large corn-field, lying some distance 
from Redyan’s house. It is needless to go into details as to 
how it occurred—you hav heard that. Suffice it that it did 
occur, and the sight I saw is such a one as I never want to 
see again. We found ourselvs in the front ranks of the 
throng and facing the narrow entrance to a cave in the rocks. 
My God! what a sight it was we saw! I shudder yet, and 
almost wish I had stayed away, for it has been constantly 
before me since that hour.’ Even as he spoke a shudder 
went through Mr. Gebauer's sturdy form, and his voice was 
one of plaintiv earnestness. ‘Yes, the corpse of the stricken 
blasphemer was there, standing in the cave. A number of 
men were at work striving to remove it. They worked with 
long. iron crowbars, and kept their faces shaded or turned 
away, for the heat radiating from the body was frightful. 


But the efforts to dislodge or remove the corpse were of no’ 


avail, for as fast as they thrust the crowbars against it the 


solid iron melted and fell in trickling drops to the stony: 


floor, while long, forked tongues of blue flame issued from 
the body, driving back the desperately battling men. While 
untouched the corpse emitted a faint, bluish glow, such as 
comes from stone nearly red-hot. The horrible thing still 
retains the form and features Redyan bore in life. The face 
is distinctly visible, set and rigid; while the eyes seem as if 
starting from their sockets. It is diabolical! Many days 
hav passed since the miraculous death of Redyan, and yet the 
heat is as fierce and blightiig as when first noticed. Think 
of it! Solid iron melting and running down like water 
when applied to the body. Why, the heat is fiercer and 
more intense than that of the hottest furnace in existence. 
Of course Mrs. Redyan and her five children are prostrated 
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with grief, sorrow, and despair. Both Allen and Mercer 
counties are shaken from center to circumference, and the 
throngs surging about the accursed spot are hourly increas- 
ing. My only regret is that I went to the place.’ 

“It may be added in conclusion that the C. C. & I. and 
I. B. & W. roads here hay both been literally besieged with 
requests to run an excursion to the scene of this visitation of 
divine wrath.” 

This account is not new, but it has never before 
been published with such particularity as the Globe- 
Republic has given it. Though it has been contra- 
dicted often,there are no doubt a certain gullible news- 
paper constituency in this country who believe it is 
true, in spite of its impossibilty. 

If it be a fact that all the accounts of marvelous 
events. which are here printed find their believers 
to-day, it is worth inquiring at what age of the 
world people were more deeply sunk in the depths 
of superstition, and when the activ, persistent ad- 
vocacy of Secularism could hav been more necessary 
than at the present time. 


A New Heresy. 

The prospects are, as we learn from the New York 
Times, that the approaching annual meeting of the 
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions will be rent by a discussion of what is called 
“the heresy of a second or future probation.” The 
objectionable doctrin consists in a belief that “ there 
may be a period of probation after death for those 
who die in sin after having lived under Christian in- 
fluences, and that in all probability there is such a 
period of probation for young children and savages 
to whom the gospel has not been preached.” This new 
heresy has its origin at the Andover Theological 
Seminary, a Massachusetts institution where young 
men are prepared for the Congregational ministry, 
and has many adherents. 

It is quite natural that those interested in the 


‘foreign mission enterprise should object to such a. 


theory. In the books of disciplin of the various 
churches certain requirements are laid down as neces- 
sary to a complete Christian life—such as attending 
church and prayer-meetings, helping to support the 
preacher, dropping something into the contribution 
box, and subscribing fora religious paper. These 
are called the “means of grace,” having no necessary 
connection with religious conviction, and they are in- 
sisted upon scarcely less strenuously than the neces- 
sity of belief. The reason is obvious: if the means 
‘of grace are neglected the minister's salary stops. 
For similar reasons the commissioners of foreign 
missions deprecate the notion that there is any 
future probation for unbaptized heathen or babies, 
and cling to the comforting belief that— 


* Hell is crammed with infants damned 
Without a day of grace.” 


For if it be true that the heathen are to hav an 
opportunity after death to know and accept the 
gospel and to be forgiven and saved, why, they ask, 
should millions of money and the arduous labors of 
thousands of self-sacrificing men and women be de- 
voted to the conversion of the same heathen while 
they are in life? If the obnoxious doctrin preached 
by Andover is to be accepted, this conundrum can- 
not be answered. i 

At the last annual meeting of the board the home 
secretary reported, says the Times, that in the pre- 
ceding year no new missionaries had been obtained, 
and that at least one hundred were then needed. 
This report inspired many students with a desire to 
enter the missionary field. When these young men 
offered their services to the board they were in- 
formed that they were expected to accept “as a part 
of their doctrinal belief the dogma of the decisivness 
of the present life in respect to the eternal destiny of 
the heathen.” Those who would not accept this 
were rejected. ; 

It is sensible in the commissioners for missions to 
thus draw the lines tightly. A man holding to the doc- 
trin of future probation of course might accept the 
position of missionary, because it has perquisits and 
emoluménts; but he could not be expected to work 
for the present conversion of the heathen with the 
same enthusiasm that would be looked for in a per- 
son who believed in the “ decisivness of this life.” 

"But there is a matter behind all this which none of 
‘the Christians appear to take into consideration. 
They profess to believe in an omniscient or all-know- 
ing God. If such a being exists, he knows the 
future destiny of each individual on earth; and if 
the destiny of each individual is known, of necessity 
it must be already fixed; and if the destiny of each 


individual is already fixed, of what possible avail can 
be all the preaching and proselytizing for which such 
vast sums of money are annually expended? In 
overlooking so important a question as this, and dis- 
cussing the problem of future probation, the com- 
missioners for.foreign missions are straining at a gnat 
after having swallowed a camel. Í 
— 93 9—— — —— 


Editorial Notes. 


We hav received a copy of a pamphlet entitled, ‘‘ The 
Haymarket Speech," by Albert R. Parsons, Anarchist. As 
this is the address for the delivering of which Mr. Parsons is 
sentenced to be hanged by the neck until he is dead, consid- 
erable interest attaches to it. The pamphlet is pnblished by 
the Chicago Labor Press Association, 76 and 78 Fifth avenue, 


Chicago, Ill., price ten cents. 
.———————— 


Jay CuaaPzL, who lately severed his connection with the 
Liberal at Liberal, Mo., has been elected secretary of the 
Mississippi Valley Spiritualists’ Association, which closed 
August 81st a very successfuland pleasant session of a month. 
The society is in a prosperous condition, owning twenty 
acres of land, clear of all debt, covered with fine oak-trees, 
situated on a high and commanding bluff one mile from the 
Mississippi, and overlooking the city of Clinton. The float- 
ing debt was all paid off this year, and the season of 1887 
will commence July 1st and continue two months. It has a 
free platform, and is said to be the only camp-meeting that 
does not make concessions to some kind of a God or religion. 


Tus Ironclad Age says : 


“Tf a man can't be an Infidel without indorsing Anarchy; if he 
can't inveigh against soul-saving as the chief business of life 
without becoming a Socialist; and can’t enjoy the comforting be- 
lief that death ends pain—ends all—without becoming a fanatic 
and a damned fool, the propagation of Freethought and mental 
liberty had better be suspended.” 


Though the conclusions here specified bear no relation to 
the propositions laid down, still, this is not the kind of talk 
we should expect from one who professes to make truth the 
object of his labors. Whatever happens, the propagation of 
Freethought and mental liberty must never be ‘‘suspended.’ 
The sooner we learn the results of perfect freedom of thought 
and mental liberty the better, for not till then shall we be 
prepared to deal intelligently with the whole truth, what- 
ever it may prove to be. 


Last week Tug TRUTH SEEKER remarked, somewhat in ex- 
tenso, upon the case of the Rev. Mr. Goodell, of Providence, 
R. I., whose wife has applied for a separation on the grounds 
of marital unfaithfulness. Simultaneously, it was stated, 
Mr. Foster, a Sunday-school superintendent in Pastor Good- 
ell’s church, asked for a divorce from his wife, with whom 
the Rev. Mr. Goodell had been guilty. It now appears that 
a half was never told. Later information discloses that the 
preacher and his Sunday-school superintendent hav executed 
the movement known as chassez, cross over, and change 
partners. One is a bad man and the other is no better. The 
parson charges that the Sunday-school superintendent’s suit 
against him is intended to blind the public to his own moral 
obliquities. This complicates the matter considerably, and 
if the accusations en both sides afe true, the most graceful 
thing for the parson and his Sunday-school superintendent 
to do is to subside, and withdraw themselvs from public ob- 
servation. They are decidedly a bad lot. 

e 
Lectures and Meetings. 


Tur Newark, N. J., Liberal League will hold its. first fall 
meeting the third Sunday in September. 


LrBERALS of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois may address J. L. 


Andrew at Brimfield, Noble Co., Ind., in care of Samuel: 


Devenbaugh. 


J. E. REwsBunGa has made a few changes in his program 
for Iowa. The following is a list of his appointments for 
that state: Cresco, Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, Sep- 
tember 20th, 2ist, and 22d; Deerfield, Thursday, 23d; Fred- 
ericksburg, Friday and Sunday, 24th and 26th; New Hamp- 
ton, Saturday and Sunday, 25th and 26th; Busti, Monday, 
27th; Bassett, Tuesday, 28th; Maynard, Wednesday and 
Thursday, 29th and 30th; Troy Mills, Friday, October 1st; 
Oelwein, Saturday and Sunday, 2d and 8d; Buffalo Grove, 
Sunday, 8d; Manchester, Monday, Tuesday, and Wednes- 
day, 4th, 5th, and 6th; Muscatine, Thursday, 7th; What 
Cheer. Friday, 8th; Montezuma, Saturday avd Sunday, 9th 
and 10th; Sherman, Sunday, 10th; Hampton, Monday, 11th; 
Tama City, Tuesday and Wednesday, 12th and 18th; Grin- 
nell, Thursday; 14th; Colfax, Friday, 15th; Osceola, Satur- 
day and Sunday, 16th and 17th. 


A MEETING? of the Denver, Col., Secular Society was held 
September 5th, at the Albion Club room on Curtis street. 
The object of the meeting was to form a permanent organ- 
ization. The movement was inaugurated by the recent lect- 
ure by Mr. Putnam at the Opera House. A meeting was 
called, and a temporary organization effected. There were 
about forty present, among whom were several ladies. Mr. 
Z. Shedd acted as chairman of the meeting. The committee 
which had been appointed to draw up a constitution and by- 
laws made a report, and submitted to the society a constitu- 
tion and set of by-laws, which were read separately, and in 
the main adopted. The objects of the society are: ‘‘To en- 
courage the exercise of the understanding; to stimulate dis- 
cussion and free criticism; to elevate the mind above the 
authority and tyranny of superstitions; to investigate the 
truths of science; to disseminate correct ideas upon various 
social, political, and theological subjects; to promote com- 
plete and universal civil liberty; to urge the recognition of 
the Nine Demands, to the end that the true relations of Jus- 


tice among all mankind may obtain, and that human welfare . 
may prevail throughout this broad land.” The following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: President, Thomas 
J. Truss; vice-presidents, Z. Shedd, J. D. Coplin, E. T. 
Webber, Charles Roth; secretary, J. G. Jenkins; financial 
and corresponding secretary, Miss Maggie Pattison; treas- 
urer, Mrs. Coplin. : 

W. F. JaurEsoN reached Butte City,Montana, on September 
4th, and gave his first lecture on Sunday evening, having been 
introduced in a graceful speech by Dr. O. B. Whitfrd. The 
audience received the lecture with great cordiality. Mon- 
day morning the Butte Daily Miner contained the fol- 
lowing: * An audience of about two hundred greeted Mr. 
Jamieson last night at the Renshaw Opera House, notwith- 
standing the fact that the night was anything but an inviting 
one so far as weather was concerned. The gentleman is 
quite a pleasing and entertaining, as well as an intelligent 
speaker. It will be necessary to increase the seating capac- 
ity of the house to accommodate those who will go to hear 
him next Sunday.” Mr. Jamieson will deliver six more lect- 
ures in Butte, the Sundays of September, and is engaged to 
giv two lectures every Sunday during October in Boze- 
man. During week evenings he will giv courses of lectures 
in vicinity of Sunday appointments. Liberals, in any part 
of the territory, desiring Liberal lectures, should address 


| him at Butte, Montana, care of Dr. Whitford. 


Dr. Epwarp AVELING, Socialist and Freethinker, arrived 
last week from London. His wife, a daughter of the late 
Karl Marx, accompanies him. They were met on arrival of 
the vessel at Jersey City by Theodore F. Cuno, of the New 
York Volks-Zeitung, and W. L. Rosenberg, secretary of the 
executiv committee of the Socialistic Labor party. On 
Monday Herr William Liebknecht, member of the German 
parliament, joined the two English delegates. Dr. Aveling 
and Herr Liebknecht are under engagement with the Social- 
istic Labor party to deliver a series of lectures in this coun- 
try on Socialism. They will speak in the Cooper Union on 
Socialism on September 20th, and Trades Unions on Septem- 
ber 22d. On September 19th their will be a meeting in their 
honor in Bromner’s Union Park, Morrisania. Dr. Aveling is 
well known to our readers as a Freethought writer and lect- 
urer, and as the author of the ‘‘ Student's Darwin” and the 
* People's Darwin.” He is anxious, if possible, to giv one 
or two addresses on Freethought, independently of his So- 
cialist lectures. The friends at Philadelphia and Toronto are 
in negotiation with him to this end. Dr. Aveling’s only va- 
cant dates for New York are September 28d and 27th, and 
October 1st and 8d. On October 9th he is in Holyoke and 
on the 14th in Manchester, so that: perhaps something could 
be arranged for the 10th. On October 16th he is in Boston, 
and October 18th St. Lawrence, leaving October 17th free. 
October 80th he is in Cleveland, and November 3d in De- 
troit; the intermediate days are free. He has at present no 
engageménts between November 3d, Detroit, and November 
8th, Chicago. All communications should be addressed to 
him at 62 East Fourth street. Dr. and Mrs. Eleanor Marx 
Aveling hav just issued a very outspoken pamphlet on the 


** Woman Question.” 
—— —— —9—9.99——————— 


Call for the Tenth Annual Congress. 


To the Auxiliary Secular Unions and to all Citi- 
zens of the United States and Canadas who 
support the Nine Demands of Liberalism: 


You are invited to attend the Tenth Annual Con- 
gress of the American Secular Union, to be held in 
New York city, at Chickering Hall, Fifth avenue and 
18th street, on November 11th, 12th, and 13th, and 
also on Sunday evening, the 14th, a lecture by Col. 
Robert G. Ingersoll, which concludes the Congress. 

Pursuant to a vote of the last Congress, notice is 
hereby given that the following amendments to the 
constitution of the Union will be acted upon: 1, To 
reduce the fee for life-membership from $25 to $10. 
2. Or, on payment of $10 by applicant for member- 
ship, to authorize the secretary to issue ten-year 
membership certificates, with all the privileges of 
ife-membership during that time. 3. Whenever a 
man or woman has taken out annual membership 
certificates for three or five consecutiv years, such 
person thereafter on payment of annual-membership 
fee to possess the privilege of life-membership. 

The Congress will also be called upon to consider 
measures for carrying on the work of Freethought, 
and securing the adoption of such laws by the various 
state governments and by the national government 
as shall make the United States thoroughly Secular, 
and the repeal of all laws now on the statute-books 
which conflict with the Nine Demands of Liberalism. 

Local auxiliary Unions are entitled by the Union 
constitution to five representativs in the Congress— 
the president and secretary and three delegates. AN 
charter-members and life-members, all vice-presidents, 
all chairmen of state executiv committees, are entitled 
to seats and votes in the Congress. Annual mem- 
bers are entitled to seats but nob votes, except by 
permission of the Congress. 

It is hoped that every auxiliary Union will send a 
full delegation to. the Congress, and that every Free- 
thinker in the United States and Canada, who can, 
will be present. 

Per order of board of directors: 

R. G. Ixerasorr, President. 

Samuet P. Purnam, Secretary. 
COURTLANDT PALMER, Treasurer. 
Cuartes B. Revworps, Ch. Ex. Com] ` 
E. M. Macponarnp, Ch. Fin, Com. 
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Letters from friends. 


Kansas Ciry, Mo., Aug. 30, 1886. 

Mr. Epitor: Allow me to congratulate you on your ruling 
in the Anarchist trials. You discerned the violation of the 
right of free speech in Most’s case when some did not, and 
your journal was the first and only one, so far, that could see 
and tell what was the significance of that judicial farce in 
Chicago. Not even Liberty or Lucifer has, as yet, pro- 
tested. 

I looked earnestly and impartially for legal evidence to 
prove their guilt; imagin my surprise, then, to find them not 
on trial. As soon as the verdict was announced, and the 
press had their say, I wrote a review of the decision, and 
sent it to Lucifer. I regard “ incendiary,” ‘‘ obscene,” and 
“blasphemous” speech ás entirely constructional, and this 
decision means that the labor question in no form shall be 
agitated in Chicago. Yours truly, C. T. FOWLER. 


Davenport, Iowa., Aug. 31, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: Mr. J. L. Andrew, the noted English Free- 
thought lecturer, spoke in Turner Hall here in this city on 
the 20th inst., and the Liberals were once more stirred up. 
His subject, ** Liberty and Law,” was handled in a masterly 
manner, and all those present spoke very highly of Mr. 
Andrew’s delivery, logic, and wit. His other great lecture, 
'* Modern Infidelity,” was given in Moline Turner Hall the 
following evening, and in it, as in the one delivered here in 
Davenport, he very ably discussed the subject, holding the 
audience spell-bound for one hour and twenty minutes, irre- 
spectiv of the troublesome heat. 

Mr. Andrew, but a young man, will no doubt make his 
mark triumphantly in the Liberal field, and while his terms 
are so exceedingly liberal and his oratorical talent well 
worthy of appreciation, Liberals throughout the country 
should encourage him and make arrangements to hear him. 
Davenport’s and Moline’s Liberals express their best wishes, 
and they will at any future time be glad to hear him again 
on the rostrum defending the grand and noble cause of 
Freethought and reform. H. Q. SoHARFENBERG, 

Secretary Davenport Secular Society. 


. CLEOPATRA, Mo., Sept. 1, 1886. 

Mr. Epıror: I hav been a reader of your valuable paper 

. about two years, and don't see how I ever got along without 
it. I am deeply interested in the labor movement. I ea- 
gerly read the letters of correspondents, and wish that more 
of the sisters would write. I think that we Liberals ought 
to be better acquainted. Ijmust say that I thought that John 
R. Kelso’s article on ‘‘ Non-needy and Non-deserving United 
States Paupers” was just to the mark. It is the truth and 
was just. Would that we had more writers as fearless as he 
to expose the frauds practiced on the people of this nation 
by its rulers! 

Go on, true friends of freedom; you will find friends to 
help you. I read eagerly every word from Aunt Elmina and 
Mrs. Dr. Juliet Severance. 

There are a few Liberals around here. Three subscribe 
for your paper in this neighborhood, and there would be 
more but they hav not the backbone to stand the taunts of 
Christians. You can tell a true blue by the literature he 
takes. 

Bravo, Watson Heston! Keep on with those blessed Bible 
scenes. The pictures are grand. If our dear Christian 
friends think the shadows are so awful, what would the 
reality be? But that is for heretics, you know—no danger 
of a Christian going to sheol. ANN E. STEWART. 


Sovra Prairie, W. T., Aug. 22, 1886. 

Mr. Epiron: The preachers of the United States are a 
great benefit to themselvs. They hav translated hell out of 
the Bible; that doesn’t help the Bible much, but it helps hell 
out wonderfully. 

I went to church not long since. The congregation were 
singing about the time Jesus washed their sins away. The 
preacher asked me afterward what [thought of the singing. 
I told him I thought Jesus had a tolerable big day’s 
washing. 

Christians hav a good recommendation—which they wrote 
themselvs. 

Preachers expect to go from parasites of this world to 
paradise in the next world. Some of them are wise, and 
some are otherwise. I don't mean to condemn them all; 
there is a white sheep in every flock. 

Suppose some one was to pray to hav the laws of gravita- 
tion reversed, then the world would fall on us. 

Some members of the Young Men's Christian Association 
were caught stealing chickens in Washington territory. 'The 
Society is now called the Young Men's Chicken Association. 

The Christian religion kills a good man to reward him, and 
brings a bad one to life to punish him. 
~ I dopt believe anything exists that you can't kick; and I 
don't believe that any preachers exist that don't deserve to 
be kicked. Yours truly, Gzonax W. Bowman. 


MirwAUKEE, Wis., Sept. 2, 1886. 

Mr. Epitor: I wish to report from this part of the country. 
Our League meetings are adjourned during the summer 
months, yet the labor movement has been quite activ prepar- 
ing for the coming fall election. 

I hav just returned from Mt. Pleasant Park camp-meeting, 
in Clinton, Iowa, and I am proud to say that we had a plat- 
form for free discussion of all subjects pertaining to human- 
ity. The camp lasted one month, with meetings every 
day. The labor question was ably discussed, as well as 
religious, political, and social reforms. A person attending 
all the meetings would learn something to his advantage; it 
could not be otherwise, for in free discussion you hear all 


sides of a question, and this seems to me to be the only true 
way of arriving at the truth. 

And Iam glad there is one Spiritualist camp-meeting in 
this great country whose sessions are devoted to the best in- 
terests of humanity, and which will maintain practically a 
free platform. Camp-meetings run by Spiritualists in the in- 
terest of God and the angels seem a waste of time, for it does 


.not strike me that they need our consideration as much as 


the people do here on our earthly plane. Let us help to 
make this world as good as we can, and I think we shall hav 
enough to do and shall need all the opportunity for consult- 
ing on the best way and means to make this world brighter 
and better. A. B. SgvERANOE. 


New York, Sept. 6, 1886. 

Mr. Epitror: An obscure sheet called the Brooklyn Union, 
whose circulation is principally confined to a few local fossils 
of the Jonah gastronomical school, clearly enough empha- 
sizes its own coarseness and intellectual asininity by the fol- 
lowing undoubtedly ** divine inspiration :” 

Tar TRUTH SEEKER, a coarse, disreputable organ, representing 
New York Infidels of the Ingersoll school, clearly enough indicates 
the trend of its own teaching by a bitter editorial protest against 
the conviction of the Chicago Anarchists. From the level of the 
hog to that of the hangman would appear to he the normal gravi- 
tation of the American Infidel of this type (Issue of Sept. 4, 1886). 

A little comment by yourself on this latest phase of *' di- 
vine omniscience ? might interest some of your subscribers. 

James W. DARE. . 

[We do not feel like making any extended remarks on this 
tirade. Those who hav read TuE TRUTH SEEKER know 
that the Union is guilty of gross misrepresentation. Anarch- 
ism is not a logical outcome of Infidelity. Some Infidels be- 
lieve in it, and some do not, while some Anarchists are Infi- 
dels and some are not. It makes no difference what their 
religious views are; when men are indicted for being unpop- 
ular, and sentenced to be hanged for being indicted, it is the 
duty of some one to protest; and Taz TRUTH SEEKER has 
not protested any more strongly than papers conducted by 
Christians. Mr. John Swinton, for instance, a Christian, 
lets no opportunity pass fór denouncing the judicial farce at 
Chicago. Why does not the Brooklyn Union point to that 
fact as illustrating the trend of Christianity ? To paraphrase 
the closing remark of the above extract, we might say that 
from the level of an idiot to that of a malicious blackguard 
would appear to be the normal gravitation of some Brooklyn 
newspaper writers.—Ep. T. S.) 


Great VALLEY, N. Y., Aug. 2, 1886. 

Mr. Eviror: The cartoons that hav thus far come to me 
in the old, reliable TRUTH SEEKER now adorn one side of my 
bar-room, and I must confess they make quite an attractiv 
picture-gallery, attracting the eye and instructing the mind 
of the public generally, so far as I am able to judge from the 
interest that people take in scanning and pointing out to me 
the lifelike and truthful character of many features that I in 


my dullness had not perceived until pointed out to me and. 


illustrated. 

Even our orthodox friends don’t pretend to deny that the 
pictures are true to life—at least, in the main, and so far as 
heard from yet. But I hav heard it hinted that it is believed 
by some of the more thoughtful ones that Brother Heston 
must hav drawn on his imagination to an unwarrantable ex. 
tent to hav given the voice of God walking in the garden 
physical structure. "They think they are dead sure on tliat 
point, since God never can be seen by mortal view. On this 
point we shall hav to grant them a double score— at least, 
if their premises are correct. But, then, if we wished to be 
fastidious or technical, we might as & rejoinder read to them 
from the word of God how he showed a part of his august 
personage to Moses, and how Moses through his familiarity 
with God did behold him face to face, as one man looketh 
upon another man. And, again, Brother Heston might hav 
taken his duplicate from that third part of God who did ap- 
pear and was seen by many, the Lord Christ Jesus, the veri- 
table God made manifest in the flesh. Hence I doubt not 
after seeing this lucid and simple explanation, our hereto- 
fore opposing friends will readily see where Brother Heston 
got his model from in giving physical proportions to the 
great “Iam that Iam." But since only this feature of our 
greatest living artist is objected to as yet by our opposing 
friends, I shall not insist in my pleading on holding them to 
the strict letter of God's law, so, should the world's great 
critics see fit to grant them & score, I shall not complain—no, 
no! My only thought when I started my picture-gallery was 
to entertain my guests and neighbors gratis. But I don't 
know but I shall be obliged to ask a fee in order to liva 
more quiet life, and in part to suppress the throng of curious 
amateurs, forno later than last evening my bar or picture 
room was thronged with a motley crowd of from twenty-five 
to fifty people, discussing and pointing out the life features 
of ye olden times, by our very modest and modern artist, 
Watson Heston. Of course there are à few who look and 
run away, only to come > and look some other day. 

A: F. ArBniGHT. 


BnooErrsw, E. D., Sept. 4, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: I hav been debating with myself for some 
time the propriety of throwing up my subscription to THE 
Trotn SEEKER, but I cannot find it in my heart to doit. I 
am determined to set a good example; for the spirit of our 
friend, Bennett, is ever before me (for, unfortunately, I be- 
lieve in spirits, to the horror of Aunt ‘‘ Elmina”). 

On the main, Taz TguTH SEEKER is doing a mighty deal 
of good. Like the coulter to the low, it is the first to 
encounter the hard knocks of the bSulders of superstition, 
which the plowshare gently exposes to our sight, with its 
brambles and weeds, to undergo the grand harrow of scien- 
tific research. 

One motiv which induces me to continue my subscription 


is this. I come occasionally in contact with ladies and gen- 
tlemen of a mild, fashionable Christian type of thinkers, who 
borrow my paper, first to look and laugh at its cartoons; 
but, what is strange, I seldom see the paper again. Well, let ' 
the paper go on if it will do them any good. TuE TRUTH 
SEEKER is something like the good old lady’s pills—it is 
mighty ‘‘s’arching.” 

As editor of a truth-seeking journal, I suppose you feel it 
a duty to lay before its readers any communication gravely 
and honestly placed before them for their consideration. In 
this connection, I was surprised on reading an article on . 
Anarchy, by Stevens, published in your issue of August 
98th. Perhaps I am too thick-skulled to absorb this modern 
idea of unrestrained liberty. It is true, the great inequality 
in the possession of wealth, and its consequent power over _ 
the earth, either for good or evil; the malfeasance in public 
office and the maladministration of law operate asa great prov- ' 
ocation to the honest thinker, and almost tempt desperate 
men to do desperate deeds. But Stevens and his Anarch- 


ists should remember the danger of unrestrained liberty. 


That there is a wide difference in the public mind and that 
of Anarchists on the subject of Anarchy is very apparent 


from the repletion or overflowing of our state and county . 


criminal prisons. Alas, students and patriots in this phase 
of philosophy, pickpockets and burglars, too often wake up 


and find themselvs inmates within their gloomy walls— 
merely a difference of opinion, you know! 


It is surprising how some writers will trifle on this subjeat 
of human rights. I think it was Butler who unfeelingly 


wrote, 
No rogue e’er felt the halter draw 
With good opinion of the law. 


The immortal Shakspere wrote a long time ago, and there- 


fore is excusable in inditing the then supposed aphorism, 


* Why were laws made, but that we are rogues by nature?" 
Please giv me credit for the inclosed $3. D. Bruog. 


WATERVILLE, Minn., Sept. 8, 1886. 

Mr. Epitor: Iam a recent subscriber to your paper, and : 
can sincerely say that I am very much pleased with it. 
Although brought up in the faith once delivered to the 
saints, I early went astray, the prime cause being, I think, 
reading religious papers such as the Watchman and Reflector, 
of Boston, and the Christian Union, of New York, with 
others of similar character.  Perplexing questions often 
arose in my mind, and when I questioned those in spiritual 
power, I was frequently told that such things could not be 
explained, but that it was all right, and that all that was 
needed was faith; and as I could never bring myself to hav 
faith in anything that was directly opposed to all laws of 
commen sense and reason, I gradually drifted away, and 
began looking after truth whereverI could find it. From 
what I can observe, it is hard to think that any Christian be- 
lieves what he preaches. For example, we hav been having 
in this country a severe drouth, and consequently many 
prayers for rain. Now, I hav never seen anyone attending 
a meeting where these prayers were made take an umbrella 
with him. Another and more painful illustration was given 
me à few days ago in confidence, which I trust I shall not 
violate by repeating it. A physician was recently called to 
attend a lady in a case of confinement. When he arrived he 
found her in a terrible condition, in which shehad been for over 
aday, and had the doctor not arrived when he did she would 
soon hav died. Her idiotic Christian husband was kneeling 
at the foot of the bed, praying to his God to help her out of 
her trouble, and this was all he proposed doing for her. In 
thirty minutes after human aid was. present she was saved. 
Now, there are weak-minded persons who will say that the 
doctor’s presence was an answer to prayer; but if he had not 
been sent for by unbelievers, the woman would hav died. 

Notwithstanding that I air my peculiar views on religious 
subjects on all occasions, the Almighty has not seen fit to sit 
down on me as yet, although within two weeks one young 
convert has had his house blown over, and an Episcopal ' 
church and the house of à good church-member hav been 
struck by lightning. Had any of those things happened to 
me, it would hav been a dispensation of providence. As it 
is, they roll their eyes and wonder how it can be so. 

While I am in entire sympathy with your expressed views 
on religious matters, I hav no liking for those who would 
overthrow our form of government. That it needs much 
alteration, there can be no question; but, even as it is, it is 
the best on the face of the earth, and the most perfect that 
man or God has yet devised. 

Hoping that Tun TRUTH SEEKER may always be published, 
and hav a long subscription list, I am, 


Ever its friend, * L. ALEXANDER. 


PALATKA, FLA., Aug. 14, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: If L. L. Northup, Materialist’s, head, near its 
crown, is no flatter than those of the rest of us amateur cor- 
respondents, he will not object to the notice I shall take of 
him. His letter published in Tux Trura SEEKER of. August 
Tth reminds me of & wish I hav for more than a year enter- 
tained, to be able to send you something for publication that 
might hav the effect, either upon yourself or your correspond- 
ents, to at least lessen, if not wholly check, the discussion 
of Spiritualism in the columns of the grand old TRUTH SEEKER, 
whose space is of far too much value to be occupied by spec- 
ulations upon a subject that has entirely passed beyond the 
speculativ field, and fairly entered that of the scientific. 

If Spiritualism, so called, is not & science, it is nothing, and 
with more than an ordinarily extensiv acquaintance with 
Spiritualists and their individual conceptions of the subject, 


-I know none at the present day who were able to tell you 


the difference between the meaning of the words natural and 
supernatural, and who, defining Spiritualism, would tell you 
it was & religion. Nevertheless, there are religionists who are: 
also Spiritualists, as there are religionists who are also astron- 
omers and evolutionists, and both alike often associate their 


N à ` 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, SEPTEMBER 18, 1886. 


603. 


knowledge upon these respectiv subjects with their religious 
beliefs in such a manner as to justify the uninitiated in as- 
suming that it is all.of the same piece. 
_. Mr. Northup says: “I hav had occasion at times to speak 
_ of the pernicious and demoralizing influence of Spiritualism 
and religion (as I consider both in the same light), and the 
postal [received by him evidently from a crank] confirms all 
"my previous convictions and statements.” In the above 
quotation Mr. Northup develops two very weak points in 
his mode of investigation: First, by.assuming a relation of 
‘which he has no adequate proof, and then by accepting as a 
confirmation thereof, and of other dogmatic assertions, the 
“ effusions” of a crank limited to the capacity of a postal 
card. Evidently Mr. Northup is poorly informed upon the 
real subject of (so-called) Spiritualism, and, with the utmost 
respect, I would suggest that he try his lance with D. 
Priestley (in last issue of Taz TRUTH SEEKER) on the yet 
live and eminently speculativ question of Prohibition.: 

In confirmation of the somewhat dogmatic assertion that 
“Spiritualism is a science if it is anything," and therefore 
should be discussed, if discussed at-all, only on that basis, 
I need but to remind you of the fact that its conclusions are 
claimed ‘to be entirely based upon natural phenomena, ob- 
servable to the natural senses, and that it makes no claim 
whatever to supernatural.agency or favor, but holds itself 
strictly amenable at all times to demonstrated truth. 

Lewis Morris. 


Heser Ciry, Uram, Aug. 98, 286. 

Mz. Eprrog : As my father-in-law, my brother, and myself 
are the only readers of your valuable paper in Wasatch 
county, we must endeavor to keep our small lights burning. 

. We may be able to show our Mormon friends it is possible 
to liv lives of honor without being subject to priestly power, 
although we hav had a hard time this last winter. To ex- 
plain this I will giv you an introduetion to our family. Mr. 
James Watson is the father of three daughters. Joseph 
"Thomas married the eldest, myself the next, and Mr. Edion 
Oaks the third. Consequently we are considered the Infidel 
family. In the beginning of February last, Mr. Thomas's 
children were taken sick with that awful disease, pneumonia. 
After three weeks’ nursing we got the children through all 
tight, but Mr. Thomas took sick, and, being 80 nearly worn 
out waiting on his children he so dearly loved, lasted only 
four days. Mrs. Thomas, being a woman of a nervous 
temperament, could not bear the loss of her ever-loving and 
affectionate husband, and succumbed to her trouble and died 
broken-hearted, making only fifteen days between their 
deaths. Of course it was seemingly a fine opportunity for 
orthodox friends, and they did not fail to take advantage of 
it. You could hear it whispered around, ‘‘ Is that not awful ? 
You would think it would be a lesson to the rest of them.” 
But in the mean time, when Mrs. Thomas was sick, the Mor- 
mon elders took advantage, in the absence of relations, and 
Jaid hands on her, claiming it was her request, and as there 
seemed to be a slight improvement for a day, the news 
spread all through the town that the Lord had showed his 
power through his servants, and made whole a woman whom 
the doctor had given up. After all this, the one who had 
taken the lead in having hands laid on Mrs. Thomas made 
the expression in the graveyard that perhaps her death was 
the best thing that could happen, as it might save the chil- 
dren being raised in unbelief. And yet our troubles were not 
ended. Mr. and Mrs. Oaks had a little five-year-old girl sick 
at the same time the others were, only lingering longer, 
being buried just twenty days after Mrs..Thomas; but as 
Mrs. Oaks is a sensitiv woman, and seeing the advantage 
gained by our Mormon friends in taking lead at the burial of 
her sister and brother-in-law, she positivly refused to hav any 
one take part im the services over her child who had never 
called to see her through her long illness. I think a woman 
who has the courage to stand by her convictions in the midst 
of such trouble is worthy the respect of every true Infidel. 
I don’t wish to giv the idea that there are no kind and feeling 
people among our Mormon friends; they are just like all 
other religious people—hundreds of them are ten times bet- 
ter than their creed. 

Perhaps I hav made my letter too long already, so I will 
close by saying, Long life and success to Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
And as I hav had notification that my year’s subscription has 
expired I will renew and send two dollars extra to help repair 
Brother Reynolds's tent which God-loving people destroyed. 
With kindest regards to yourself and the Booth family who 
stood by Mr. Reynolds in his trouble. JAMES Linpsay. 


RUM AND BLOOD, BLOOD AND RUM. 


Povauxrrpsiz, N. Y., Sept. 4, 1886. 

Mr. Epitor: I hav refrained from sending you any com- 

- munications on the subject of Prohibition for a long time, 
because I hav no desire to expend any more of my energy 
upon your waste-paper basket. John R. Kelso, A.M., de- 
mands replies to his vaporings on this subject, and seems to 
imply not only that his arguments are invincible, and his 
own intelligence overwhelming, but that there is no Prohibi- 
tionist living who has either the courage or the ability to as- 
sail the one or refute the other. : 

When satisfied that Taz "TRUTH SEEKER welcomes the 
words of. Prohibitionists to its columns as well as those of 
the whiskyites, I shall endeavor to be the St. George to this 
horrible dragon who drinks whisky, breathes fire, and froths 
up misery every day. Why do I write you to-day? Why 
do I honor your waste-paper basket once more? Why, 
simply because you published in your number of Sept. 4th 
an article by J. L. Andrew. Nothing more shameful than 
his effusion ever disgraced the columns of any newspaper in 

` this world before. His atrocious stories about the sayings 

. and doings of Prohibitionists are unworthy of belief. I now 


declare them to be lies. 
names of persons or of places, nor indicates the times of said 
occurrences. 
words: 
great many years ago, there lived a certain man, etc. 


arguments in the daily papers, and in the returns at the 
ballot-box. The saloon, my dear fellow, is going, going— 
we will soon cry, gone. 
along with it. 


These are my reasons: He givs no 
All his stories should hav been begun in these 
Once upon a time, in a far-away country, and a 


Your readers cannot fail to find answers to the rumitick’s 


Be prepared to send your red nose 


While I hav my hand in I want to say one other thing to 
Tre Truta SEEKER. Even Freethinkers, it will be dis- 
covered, are persons of common sense and decency, who 
cannot always afford to allow their class papers to misrepre- 
sent them on almost every question of the hour. We are not 
murderers nor the friends of murderers. We do not claim 
that it is one of the inalienable rights of citizenship to set 
mad dogs on those who do not agree with us. The wild 
animals that are to be hanged at Chicago cannot be saved by 
us from their well-deserved fate. The new command has 
gone out over the world: They who wilfully take the lives 
of others with bombs shall perish at the gallows or the 
block. Thus it should ever be. Hav they a grievance, let 
them go forth and instruct the world. Let them show their 
wrongs, their wounds, their sufferings, to a sympathetic 
world. The success of Prohibition lies in the fact that its 
sober, tender-hearted men and women go to society and as 
best they may tell the story of agony, poverty, and misery 
this horrid traffic has so long cursed the world with. They 
fire no buildings, kill no rum-sellers. They never meet to 
tell each other to kill the reporters present; to kill the police- 
men in the streets; to teach each other the art of manufact- 
uring dynamite. Perhaps if Prohibitionists would do these 
things, they could stir a fellow-feeling in the bosom of Taz 
TRUTH SEEKER. Unless you mean to make Toe TRUTH 
SEEKER in the future useful, instructiv, and helpful to the 
human race, by exactly reversing its present position in re- 
lation to Anarchy and temperance, I should suggest that 
you place the following at its head as the motto of its choice : 
** Rum and Blood, Blood and Rum.” LIBERTA. 


[If we bore our correspondent a grudge, which we do 
not, we should feel that in laying the foregoing unreasonable 
and intemperate communication before our readers we had 
secured a revenge more deep and lasting than anything we 
could hav the cruelty to wish for. After perusing it, no 
room will be left for inquiring why some of ‘‘ Liberta’s” pre- 
vious articles hav found their way into the waste-basket, to 
which a due: consideration for the author would perhaps 
consign the present one. 

We may differ with “ Liberta” as to the most efficient 
method of curtailing or entirely doing away with the liquor 
traffic, but that is not a good reason why he should de- 
nounce Taz TRUTH SEEKER as & rum organ. We probably 
"would not always agree with him in defining capital 
offenses. Does that justify him in saying that this paper 
advocates bloodshed and murder? We cannot admit that it 
does. 

Prohibition may be a practical scheme, or it may be im- 
practicable. Those who do not think it practicable should 
certainly hav accorded to them the liberty of saying so. The 
same holds good with reference to its constitutionality. If 
there are two sides to the question, let both sides be repre- 
sented by argument. Abuse on either side or both sides 
will never settle the matter. And here we would recom- 
mend to “ Liberta" a study of the calmly philosophical style 
of Mr. D. Priestley, as illustrated by his letter in our issue 
of July 31, 1886. There he will find argument met with 
argument in a way that must be pleasing to all admirers of 
courtesy in discussion. Then let him calmly reread all we 
hav had to say about the Chicago or any other Anarchists, 
and find out if we hav asked for them anything more than 
the fair trial and just verdict to which every American citi- 
zen charged with crime is entitled.—Ep. T. S.] 


Fonxs CREEK, CoL., Aug. 22, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: I became a subscriber to your valuable paper 
about one year ago, while at Custer City, Idaho Territory, 
and hav been a constant reader and admirer of it ever since. 

When my brother, B. L. Smith, came to Colorado, he sent 
you a renewal of the subscription. He had it sent to his 
address, but as we do business in partnership, it is all the 
same. I make this statement merely to let you know that I 
am not a '' backslider" from Liberalism. We take several 
Liberal papers, but could not get along without the old 
TRUTH SEEKER. 

I hav been an outspoken Freethinker for about two years, 
and hav no desire to go back into the arms of the church. 
On the contrary, I thank God, as it were, every day of my 
life than I am free from the blighting curse of superstition. 

My parents were devout Christians, and the first words 
I remember ever saying were the Lord's Prayer lisped at my 
mothers knee. I was taught to revere every word within 
the lids of the Bible. To doubt any of its teachings or say- 
ings was almost an unpardonable sin. An Infidel was the 
most despicable thing on the face of the earth, and always 
called upon God for mercy when he came to die. 

My father was ever telling us of the goodness of God and 
that he created all things, and in a conversation one day one 
of my little brothers asked him who made God. His reply 
to that question was: ‘‘Shut up, sir! That is an Infidel 
question. Don’t you ever dare to ask such a question 
again.” 

But my parents taught their children to despise everything 
that was bad and immoral, and I never heard my father 
utter one word or syllable that would not hav been appro- 
priate-in the most refined society. They prayed daily for 
the conversion of their children, but we did not take to 
religion readily, although we believed it was all right and 


lief. 
Seminary and Dr. Test, the principal, gave several lectures on 
geology, in which he made the statement that animal re- 
mains had been found beneath different. strata of geological 
formation, and these animals must hav existed thousands 
of years prior to the creation as recorded in the Bible. 
I knew that either one or the other was wrong—either 
geology or the Bible—and I thought to doubt the word 
of God was a terrible thing. There was a revival near the 
school that winter, and as I wanted to do what was right 
and get light on the subject of religion, I attended the meet- 
ings, and finally got it into my head that I was converted. I 
prayed to God to giv me light and take away my doubts, 
but somehow I couldn’t catch on. 
get no light, and this geological affair was always coming up 
to giv me trouble. 
getting to be an Infidel? I was in the deepest abyss of 
gloom. I knew not if there was a God above; if I was a 


some time we would understand all about it, be converted, a 
and finally go to heaven. 


I well remember my first impressions of doubt and disbe- 
In the year of 1878 I was attending the Raisin Valley 


Pray as I would, I could 


I often asked myself the question: Am I 


thing of chance; if beyond the bounds of this gloomy 
present there is annihilation or a hereafter. I said, '*O God, 
if thou art, solve me these doubts and giv me light!” 

I would not for all the world hav had my friends know 
that I harbored such doubts, and thought time would make 
it all clear to me. 

I finally left school and went to the northern part of the 
state to teach, but still kept up my studies by joining the 
Chautauqua Literary and Scientific circle, and as I studied 
astronomy, geology, philosophy, and chemistry, they each 
led me farther from what I sought—a reconciliation with the 
Bible and Christian teachings. I still attended the Methodist 
Episcopal church, but took little interest in it, as I heard no 
new ideas advanced. 

As yet I had never read any Freethought works. I would | 
not, as I had been taught from my very infancy that all such 
were morally corrupt and ruinous to both soul and body, 
especially ** Tom ” Paine’s ‘‘ Age of Reason.” And to make 
matters worse, my brother ‘‘ Ben” married into an Infidel 
family, a daughter of Alexander Campbell, of Elk Rapids, 
Mich., an old-time subscriber to the Boston Investigator, and 
an Infidel in every sense of the word. I had nothing against 
my brother’s wife. She was good, and kind, and intel- 
lectual, but she was an Infidel, and my brother soon openly 
professed his Infidelity. 

As time passed on I taught five consecutiv terms of 
school in what was known as the Campbell district, near 
Elk Rapids, Mich. The majority in the district were 
Methodists, and the first thing I heard was what a terrible 
man Campbell was. As & director of the school he had 
robbed the district of money; as supervisor of the township 
he had defrauded the people, and he was a despot in his 
family, and he had even gone so far as to plaster the school- 
house on the holy Sabbath day. I did not care to become . 
acquainted with any such man, and, by the way, I guess 
the feelings were mutual, for he seemed very indifferent 
about making my acquaintance. I dreaded to see him come 
to the school-house, but, nevertheless, he would come, dis- 
charge his duties as an officer, and leave—and to me it was a 
relief, and why? Because my early teachings were such 
that I felt the presence of a disbeliever of divine revelation 
to be contaminating to morality. His little daughter, Maud, 
was always a regular attendant at the school, and she did 
not look as if' she had a very hard time of it at home. Her 
cheeks were always rosy and her face always wore a smile. 
She would whisper in school contrary to the rules, and 
sometimes neglect her lessons, but never would she tell a lie 
to screen herself from any punishment. I knew she received 
these impressions and a reverence for the truth at home. I 
knew that a man who would teach his children such princi- 
ples could not be very bad, so I determined to investigate. 
I became more thoroughly acquainted with Campbell, asked 
him about the reports circulated through the neighborhood 
in regard to his dishonesty, when, to my surprise, he showed 
me receipts and statements which proved conclusivly that 
the reports were wholly false. When I asked him why he 
did not vindicate himself, he replied by saying, ‘‘ I consider 
the whole set are beneath my notice.” 

By this time I had more respect for Infidelity and less for 
Christianity, and resolved to investigate to the bitter end, 
even if I had to read Paine’s ‘‘ Age of Reason.” I knew if 
Christians would lie about one Infidel they would about an- 
other. 

At this time I was boarding at Mr. Campbell’s and had 
access to several works on Liberalism. I read Colonel Inger- 
soll’s lectures; Remsburg’s ‘‘ False Claims” and ‘ Bible 
Morals.” I had read the Bible considerably, but had no idea 
there was such indecency in it. The veil wasrent. I be- 
held Christianity in all its hypocrisy. I threw it from me as 
I would a venomous snake. I stepped beyond the pale of 
theology into the beautiful field of reason, and day by day 
as I read and investigate I am convinced that this is the only 
true source of happiness. 

In conclusion I send you $1.25 for McDonnell’s ‘‘ Heathens 
of the Heath,” and 25 cents for the motto, ‘‘ Reason is the 
Lamp of the Mind, the Only Torch of Progress ;” 20 cents for 
two copies of Tug Trurn SEEKER in which you publish this 
letter; one to be sent to W. H. Smith, and one to Alex. 
Campbell, Elk Rapids, Mich. CnaRLES E. SMITH. 

————— — 3$ 9——— ——— 


. Jt Would be Crowded. 

We always did favor & good, well-ventilated, and safe 
“club house" for criminals, an asylum for the insane, and 
now, as the people are agitating the question of a home 
for fallen women and weak-minded children, may not we 
hope next for & home for fallen preachers?— Progressive 
Age. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fal 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


A Dinner and a Kiss. 


Selected by E. W. Chamberlain. 
“J hav brought your dinner, father,” 
The blacksmith's daughter said, 
As she took from her arms a kettle, 
And lifted its shining lid. 
* There's not any pieor pudding, 
So I willgiv you this—" 
And upon his toil-worn forehead 
She left a childish kiss. 


"The blacksmith tore off his apron, 
And dined in happy mood, 
Wondering much at the savor 
Hid in his humble food, 
While all about were visions 
Full of prophetic bliss ; 
But he never thought of the magic 
In his little daughter’s kiss. 


While she with her kettle swinging, 
Merrily trudged away, 

Stopped at the sight of a squirrel, 
Catching some wild bird’s lay. 

And I thought how many a shadow 
Of life and fate we would miss 

If always our frugal dinners 
Were seasoned with a kiss ! 


e 
_ Spring-time; or, The Little Poet. 
(CONOLUDED.) 

* Who takes care of you?" 

“ I liv at the poorhouse.” . 

* And they are unkind to you, and you hav 
no one to love you ?" d 

“No,” sobbed Flossie. 

Gertie clasped the little form in her arms, 
saying, ‘I will love you, darling; would you 
like to be my little sister?” 

** Yes, oh, yes.” 

That evening Gertie wrote home. The fol- 
lowing is an extract : 


I hav a little scholar—her name is Flossie Stan. 
hope—whom I think much of. She is ten years old, 
but looks two or three years younger, she is so 
small and slight. She has the loveliest blue eyes 
and amber curling hair, and—isn’t it terrible ?—8he 
is an orphan and a pauper. She writes poetry. I 
inclose a copy of some she wrote on her slate to- 
day, which I think is wonderful for a child of her 
age to compose. I hav promised to be her sister. 
Can you not find room in your hearts and home, 
dear papa and mamma, for one more daughter ? 

$ Lovingly, GERTIE. 
In a day or two came the reply from her 
mother: 

My Dear CHILD : I hasten toreply to your letter. 
Iam glad that next Friday closes your school, for 
your parents are both longing to see you. Bring 
dear little Flossie, for I know she is my dear sis- 
ter Florence’s little girl—the sister who father 
thought married so poorly, and disowned in con- 
sequence. I was away at school at the time, but 
was immediately summoned home after she left. 
I never could learn her address so I could write to 
her, and if she ever wrote to me, as I think she 
must hav done, father kept her letters from me. 
Florence was a poet, and also her husband, Arthur 
Stanhope. I long to see her, my only sister’s little 
girl. Iam to see you so soon, dear Gertie, that I 
will write no more now. MOTHER. 


That evening Gertie told all she knew of 
Flossie’s history to Mr. and Mrs. Jason, and 
her friend Minnie. Mr. Jason readily prom- 
ised to see the overseer of the poor the next 
day, and acquaint him with the facts in re- 
gard to Flossie. 

* There will be no trouble,” he said, ‘about 
getting the child. Let me think—to-morrow 
is Friday.” : 

“Yes, papa,” replied Minnie, ‘‘and the last 
day of school, and the scholars are to speak 
pieces, sing songs, etc., and we must visit 
them and Gertie in the afternoon.” . 

As the afternoon session was about to 
close, Mr. Jason drove up with his beautiful 
span of grays and two-seated carriage. 

“I couldn't gct around any earlier," he 
apologized, after the children were all dis- 
missed and the visitors had left; ‘but I am 
glad wife and Minnie were in,time to hear 
and see all, and I am in time to carry you all 
home. Here, wife, you sit on the front seat 
with me, and let the young people sit back. 
Bring Flossie, Gertie. It is all right; there 
she is at the corner of the school-house." 

Gertie stepped to her side, and found her 
weeping and sobbing bitterly, and took her 
hand, saying, i 

“Don’t cry, darling, but come and ride 
with me to Mrs. Jason’s.” 

* Mrs. Williams will whip me if I ride 
with you, because I shall be late home; but 
I guess it will kill me if I don't see you any 
more, and so I will go." 

“Come, girls," called Mrs. Jason; ‘these 
horses are getting very restless, and won't 
stand much longer.” 


“Come, dear, spry,” said Gertie; ‘‘ and 
think no more of Mrs. Williams, for she will 
never whip you again.” 

Flossie looked with wondering eyes into 
Gertie’s face after they had entered the car- 
riage, and were on the way to Mr. Jason’s. 

* When we reach the house, Flossie, I will 
explain it all to you.” 

After the explanation Flossie was nearly 
wild with joy. She sang, and danced, and 
hugged her cousin by turns, while her face 
was all aglow. . 

After a while they missed her, and foun 
her outside with her slate &nd pencil, with 
the following verse written thereon: 

Oh, the bud and bloom of flowers in spring, 

What joy and gladness to my heart they bring! 

And singing birds so joyous and free, 

So merrily trilling from tree to tree, 

Attuning my soul to thoughts grand, sublime, 

As I look, and listen, and pen this rhyme! 

** But it is not spring-time now, Flossie.” 

** Tt is spring-time to me,” she declared. 

Sapnis A. Macoon. 


— 49—$—9-———————— 
Who Sets the Fashions? 


Who sets the fashions, I'd like to know, 
For the little people beneath the snow? 
And are they working a weary while, 
To dress themselvs in the latest style? 


There’s Mrs. Primrose, who used to be 
The very picture of modesty. 

Plain were her dresses, but now she goes 
With crimps and fringes and furbelows. 


And even Miss Buttercup puts on airs, 
Because the color in vogue she wears; 
And as for Dandelion, dear me! 

A vainer creature you ne’er will see. 


When Mrs. Poppy—that dreadful flirt— 
Was younger, she wore but one plain skirt; 
But now I notice, with great surprise, 

She's several patterns of largest size. 


The Fuchsia sisters—those lovely belles !— 
Improve their styles as the mode compels ; 
And though everybody is loud in their praise, 
They ne'er depart from their modest ways. 


And the Pansy family must havfound | 
Queen Elizabeth’s wardrobe underground. 
For in velvets and satins of every shade 
Throughout the season they’re all arrayed. 


Pinks and Daisies and all the flowers 
Change their fashion, as we change ours; 
And those who knew them in olden days 
Are mystified by their modern ways. 


Who sets the fashions, I'd like to know," 
For the little people beneath tle snow? 
And are they busy a weary while, 
Dressing themselvs in the latest style? 
—— 


Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—RIDDLE. 


I hav an actual and palpable existence in 
the world, and hav had for hundreds of 
years. I am not an unfamiliar object, but 
make myself useful in almost every home in 
the land. You young folks who guess rid- 
dles hay seen me hundreds of times—see me 
almost daily. -If it will shorten your search 


‘for me, this much I will say, that if you look 


for me in books or manuscripts you will prob- 
ably nowhere find me, for in books, either 
printed or written, I am nowhere named. 

In order to-still further circumscribe your 
field of search, I will say, what is true, that I 
am even now palpably and visibly in your 
presence. 

How many of our young folks can guess 
me in next week’s Corner? 8. BREWER. 


SPUR 
Geographical. 
8.—woRD SQUARE. 
. Two-wheeled carriage. 
. A chilly fit. 
. Means employed to deceive. 
. To abound. Lxx HiwOBER. 


Rw OR 


4—OoNUNDRUM. 


A repulsiv face—and yet ’tis clear 
That it would suit an auctioneer. 


5.—a LETTER REBUS. 
P An inferior ilk 


G Of India silk. J. K. P. B. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN'S CORNER, 
SEPTEMBER 4, 1886. 

1.-Carpet.: 2.-Voltaire. 3.-The Truth 

Seekers—first, the People; next, the papers. 


PIG 
TIGER 
NET 
R 
— to 
Correspondence. 
Det Mar, CAL., Aug. 29, 286. 
Dear Miss Wixon: We just moved down 
to this beautiful county of San Diego from a 
church-ridden town of Pomona, in Los 
Angelos county, where there are ten churches 
and only eighteen hundred population. We 
liv twenty miles from San Diego, and two 
and one-half miles from the ocean, on & 
ranch where we raised everything we wanted 


to eat since the 25th of March, with only two |. : 


rains. Papa takes Taz TRUTA. SEEKER and 
would not be without it. I read the Chil- 
dren’s Corner. I think the pictures on the 
front and back of the paper will break up 


Christianity. Well, I can’t think of anything | 


more to write, so I will close for this time. 
: Mazovs LurnBzxz Snave. 


The Mirror of Freethought 


Y ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
FREETHOUGHT AND RADICAL ADVOCAT. 
(of England). . 


SECOND EDITION. 

Charles Watts’s Literary Guide says: “We are 
glad to record the appearance of a second edition 
of this admirable book. The various papers—ten 
in all—are some of the author’s best work.” 

The Middleboro News says: ‘These essays are 
brimming with careful thought and judicious re- 
search, 

The Yorkshire Chronicle says : ‘‘ These essays are 
not unworthy the attention of the scientific 
student though written for the uninitiated.” 


, Prick, 50 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Protection or Free Trade 


An Examination of the Tariff Question with 
Especial Regard to the Interests of Labor. 


BY HENRY CEORGE. 


In this book the author designs to show that 
beneficial results would follow the abolition 
of all tariffs on importations. 

Octavo, 360pp.; price, $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 


By Gro. M. DAVENPORT. This is a little book— 
a pamphlet of 32 well-filled pages, costing only 
“a quarter,” but as full of meat as an egg. Itis 
well called * practical” for we find nothing un- 
practical init. Hens, ducks, enam and turkeys. 
are particularly discussed and their economica 
breeding and keeping treated of. There are many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 
scale, and, all in all, itis a very useful addition 5 
the poultry literature of the day. 

ddress GEO. M. DAVENPORT, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


Correspondence Wanted. 


A gentleman wishes te meet with one of the 
opponit sex that will become a helpmate to him, in 
all that.the term implies, in working for their 
mutual development and advancement materially 
and spiritually. 

She must not be over thirty-five and youthful- 
ness will not debar if otherwise harmonious. 


Address " 
Truth Seeker office. 


Correspondence Wanted, 


If this should meet the eye of any woman less 
than forty years of age seeking or desiring com- 
panionship with a congenial mate let her write to 
the address below and see what may result there- 


rom. 
No triflers or mere curiosity seekers need re- 
spond. e88 
3t38 Truth Seeker office. 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 
Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen. Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Ohurch and Science; the Church and Learning; 
ihe Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman's Rights 

Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 

Church and the Republic. 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Soripture : Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating; Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Warso 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals ; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents ; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; Tho Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures arg the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sun ay Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
Sabbath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 
. Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws. Tice, 25 cents; six copies, $1.00. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
88 Clinton Place, New Yo k. 


EN . 

Mottoes for Freethinkers. 

We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
c&rds, which we offer for sale. . These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the ** God-bless-our- : 
home” placards which disfigure thé walls of so 
manly houses. They are printed on heavy card- 
board, 9 inches by 221-2." The motto is. in -black, 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gram of U. M. L. The following are the various 
readings: NS 


THE LIVING HAY A RIGHT TO CONTROL 
` THE WORLD. 


` SUPERSTITION I8 THE CHILD 


OF SLAVERY.. 


H THE 80HOOL-HOUSE IS MY CATHEDBAL. 


d THE TIME TO BE HAPYY I8 NOW. "5 
H AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY IS HERE. H 


. NEYER TROUBLE TROUBLE d 

TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. ° 

: THE WORLD IS. My. COUNTRY; ` B 
: TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION. AC 


The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents. 

For Freethought societies there is a large card 
22 x 15 inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading, containing the Nine Demands of. Liber- 
alism. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Price, 80 
cents. Any of these will be sent postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, ^ 
88 Olinton Pl., New York City. . 


ADAMI AND HEVA: 
BY 8. P. PUTMAM. 


A poetic version of the Indian Story of the Gar- 
den of Eden, in which its superiority to the muti- 
lated copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. 


` PRICE, 10 CENTS. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
38 Clinton Place, New York. 


ELEMENTS 


DNIVERSAL HISTORY 


FOR 
HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS 
AND FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. 


By Prof. H. M. Cottinger, A.M. 


This book is just what the busy world of to-day 
needs—a, perfect compendium of history from 2,000 
years B.O. on up to 1883, all in a nutshell.—EL- 
mina Stenker. _ | 

Ag a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important Pisce + in the family it would be no 
less important, as conveying information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan Wixon. 

Mr. Oottingors intentions in writing this book 
are excellent, and his standpoint admirable. It 
may be commended as f ng its purpose of & 
concise and interesting historical text-book.— 
Milwaukee Sentinel. : ' 

Price, Cloth, $1.50. . 
For Schools, in Quantities, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 
SUBJECTS : 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL OOM- 
MON BENSE, ey DE E. B. m In one hend 
some o volume of near 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.95—in English or German 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. 


SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the ‘Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B. Foote . Five volumes, at$1 each, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2. ' 


SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
350 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth 
volume of * Sciencein Story.”) 50 cents. 


Era S Health Hints abd Ready Re- 
. A valuable reference 
By Dr. Foote. 35cents. pre es ds ae 


SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (Dime - 
phlets) By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz: "Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, advocating personal and public hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; ''Health in the Sun- 
beam," considering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and well. y mail, 10 cents each. 


HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). ‘The Law 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 886° pages, cloth 
bound, $2; “Heredity,” by_ Lorin oody, 159 
pages, cloth, 75 cents; ‘The Law of Heredity,” by 

. H. Marsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 
Human Temperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. . 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; * Generation before Regen- 
eration,” by Dr, E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; ** Be- 
ports of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
1882,” 10 cents; “Third Annual Convention of the 
Institute of Heredity, May 29, 1883,” 10 cents. : 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; J. M. Pryse and J. 
M. Burgler, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 
priso, the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and generally 

o the practical solution of the problem of Integral 
Ma iA 
months; 


rice, $1 a year; 60 cents for six 
25 cents for three months. 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


OALIFORNIA. 

J. E. Clark, Los eles. i 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
OANADA. | 


W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Morito. 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
^ ILLINOIS. . 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 


B. iiis), Oakfield ‘(Post-office, Smyrna 


MASSACHUSETTS, 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
MIOHIGAN. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. 
Dr. Wolff, 620 North 6th street, St. Louis. 
Joseph L. Andrew, Libera): 
MONTANA. 
O. B. Whitford, Butte City. 
NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YORK, 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st., Brooklyn. - 


HIO. 
N. Hexter, 303 Biden street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior 'st., Cleveland. 

OREGON. 
Wm. Chance, Astoria. 
F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr. J. H. Rhodes, 315 North 10th st., Phila. 
dor e Longford, 1106 Leòpard st., Phila. 
ay Luse, Waynesburg. 
Ww. F. Schade, 8,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
TENNESSEE. 
Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 
TEXAS. 
: L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse: 


James Ashman, salt Take City. 
.D. F. Keeler, Park C n. 

W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake Ciy. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 

Henry Booth, Por on 


Mrs. Elmina D. Simker T. Bnowville. 


GLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnsona Court, Fleet street, 
i London. 


Robt. G. Ingersoll’s 
OPENIN G SPEECH TO THE JURY 


in the suit of the 
Bankers’ and Merchants’ 
graph Company 
against the - 
Western. Union Telegraph Company. 


Tele- 


—o-—. 


Bo many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that THE TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli- 
cal Works. 
By THOMAS PAINE, 
“& The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Bingle Copies, 25 cents. Six copies for 


THE ORISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 
Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on- the propriety of a sepa- 


ration.” 
Price, 35 cents, 
For either of those works, or an E. Paine's 
writings, Ad dress THE TRU! SEEKER, 


Clinton VROT New York. 


IBLE MY PES 


AND THEIR 


Parallels in Other Religions. 


Being a Comparison of the Old and New Testa- 
men ths and Miracles with those of 
heathen nations of Antiauity,, Oon- 
sidering also their Origin 

and Meaning. 
numerous ilus- 

ü bi trations. 
he object of the work 18 to point out the myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound ; 
to show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 

gin and explain their meaning. 

t Tt is paquestionablo true Chat the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else 80 accessible as they are now made 
nthe work before us.”—N, Y. S 

1 vol. 8vo. Oloth. About $00 Dai od. 


Price, $2.50. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Polos Place, New York 


PRICE, TWENTY-FIVE CENTS. 
—THE— 


TRUTH SEEKER 
ANNUAL 


dfreethinhers Almanac. 
1 886 (xx. 280). 


WITH THIRTY PORTRAITS OF DISTINGUISHED 
EUROPEAN FREETHINKERB, SOIENTISTS, AND 
PHILOSOPHERS, AND MANY OTHER 
ILLUSTRATIONS. 


CONTENTS: 


Calendar for 1886; .Freethought in the United 
States, 1885; .How the Church Filches from Du 
Btate; Public Contributions to the Church; 
ligion of Crime; Chaplains in our Arm 
Re ; The Higher Life, by Sourdandi Pa. ers 
ream, by Samuel P. Putnam; The American 
a, ar Union; Statistics of Our Foreign-Born 
Population; The | Carats of Churnside. ( elected 
story.) By Jas. Payne; How Voltaire Died, by the 
Editor: The Tron, irgin; Religious Divisions of 
the World; Paine Memorial Hall (Mustrated) ; 
The Btorg, of 1885; ics tion to the U. 
1820-1884 ; nou; Bub) jn Australia ; Freethought 
on the Continent; Subjects of Illustration; Free- 
thought Journals Religious. Denominations; 
Area and Value of Farms; Population of Large 
Cities; ; Liberal Lecturers. 


ILLUSTRATIONS: 


Lick Observatory, Girard College, Philadelphia, 
Freethought. Hall, b Waco, Texas (interior view); 
reethought Hall, Waco, Texas (exterior view); 

The Tent, Iron Virgin, Paine Hall, Moncurs 
Conway, Salads din, Annie Besant, Mary Wollstene- 
craft, G. W. Foote, Austin Holyoake, J 

George Eliot Geo. Standrin oed wilh 
Auguste Comte, Edward Gibb 0s Max Muller, 
Thos, Huxley, Voltaire, Chas. Darwin: usseau, 
Humboldt, Byron, 8 lley, D; David Hume, Goethe, 
Robert Burng Bape arlile, Herbert Spencer, 
Page D radiaugh, Chas. A. Watts, J. A. Froude, 


NEW YORE: 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
88 CLINTON PLACE. 


Books on Practical Steps in Present Needs. 


History of Woman’s Costume Movement; its 
first 85 .years, Events and Persėcutions, Supple- 
mented by Modern Martyrdom. 182pp., fine paper, 
95c. Progress vs. Fashion. 82pp., paper, 10c, 

oman’s Way Out. 32pp.. paper, 10c. Love an 
Transition, Poctic, in two 
Argument. 191pp. l in fine t oth and gs a 756. 

Bent on receipt of Opprices by the au hor; 

tojni LOTSON, Hela, N. J. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 


BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, poparets pam hiet. Though 
anonymous, itis now known to be the work of 
H. BURB, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been gold, Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at this office. 


pacar ala 


CHARLES DARWIN 


Admirers of the Gront Naturalist and pr ractically 
the father of Evolution, will be glad to know that 
we hav a fine lithograph of him for sale—size 
183x24 inches on heavy plate id oun Framed, the 
picture make & splendid MEC for the 
parlors of Freethinkers. 
Address THE TRUTH | SEEKER, 
Clinton Pl., New York. 


Nallath-Breaking. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG, 
md of “False Claims,” “Bible 
Morals,” Ete. 


The best and most thorough work ever written 


on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 


Large and Handsome Print. 


SINGLE COPIES, = ak 

Sıx Corws, - ae. ae 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

33 Clinton Place, New York. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
BY W. 8. BELL. 


«r am very much pleased with it, and I wish the 
seventy thousand ministers of this country were 
obli ed, to purchase the pamphlet and read every 
wor 


Price a dit 
tf29 


HISTORY 


OF THE 


INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe. 
By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D. 
Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton PL, New York city. 


view. 


25 cents. 
$1.00. 


For sale at this office. 


tf 


arts; an E pic and an |. 


S. P. Putnam's Wor ks 


The Problem of the the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 

Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 


can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
* A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 


and dramatic power ; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day.”—John 
Swinton's Paper. 


Golden Throne, & Romance. “The 

author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
ark is wi him. Thebookisfilled with 

y thoughts, expressed in maniy words— 

the transcript of amanly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne,’ "—INGERSOLL. $1. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 

in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts, 

Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”—Dr. HENRY W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 


other Agnostic Poems, Price, 10 cts. 
For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH ‘SEEKER co. 


33 OUI Place, New York. 


Charles Watiss Works. 


"The History of Freethonght. Bound 


in cloth and lettered. Price, $1.25. CONTENTS : 
Section 1. Definition of Freethought and its 
Early, Struggles for Life. Section YL Wh tit 
Owes to Mohammedanism. Section b Free- 
thought Martyrs | and Confessors. Section LV. 

` „Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 

` Boventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Sec- 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


The American Secular Union; its 
Necessity, and the Justiceof its Nine Demands. 
(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll.) 
32 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Christian Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction „by Gharles Bradlaugh, | Con- 
tents: T he Origin of Christianity; The Histori- 
cal Value of New, Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies ; The Practical Value of’ Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 7 cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts ane ublished. at the, low price 3: FIVE 
CENT. BACH Defense of Secular: Principles; 
Is the nists ten The Christian posi 
Moral Value of the Bible; Freethought and 
Modern Progress ; Christianit its Na ure and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
larism; Science and Bible Anta onistic ; 
Christian Scheme of Redem Hone por all of 
the above works address THE TR SEEK- 

ER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


KERSEY GRAVES'S WORKS. 


Sixteen Saviors or None. By Krr- 
sry GRAVES, auther of the World's Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors; The Bible of Bibles, and 
Biography of Satan. Paper, 75 cents; cloth, $1. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelations, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thousand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events, Also a 
delineation of f the characters of the principal 
pergonages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of their doctrins. Price, $2. 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 35 cents. 


The World’s Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 


Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 
in of all the Vloctrines principles. precepta, 
miracles of the Christian New Testament 
and furnishing a key for unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising tie 
history of Sixteen oriental TEPSBen ed gods. s 
'e88 
33 Bitton Ti. Now York. 


WHATS TO BE DONE? 
A NIHILISTIC ROMANCE. 


By N. ed TCHERNYCHEWSKY. With a portrait 
of the Author. Translated by BENJ. 
R. Tucker. 


Written in Prison. Suppressed by the Czar, The 
Author Over Twenty Years an Exile in Sibe- 
ria. Russian Edition worth $600 a Copy. 

First Ameri ican Edition Exhauste 
: Days. Second now 
eady. An Elegant 
Volume of 330 
Pages. 


PRESS COMMENTS : 
To.call the book the “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” of 


4 Nihilism is scarcely extravagance.—Boston Adver- 


tiser. 

It is perhaps the book which has most power- 
fully influenced the youth of Russia in their 
growth into Nihilism, and it is remarkable and 
noteworthy as a work which has played 80 impor- 
tanta part in the political and social history of 
the century.— Boston Courier. 

As a revelation of folk hfe it is invaluable; we 
hav no other Russian pictures that compare with 
it.—Providence Star. 

The characters are 80 strongly and vividly drawn 
that the interest in their fate becomes intense as 
the thread of the narrativ is slowly unwound.— 
Boston Saturday Evening Gazette. 

When we come to consider the publication of 
such books as Flaubert’s **Salammbo ” and Teher- 
nychewsky’s “What’s To Be Done?" we cannot 
avoid the conclusion, that something must hav 

happened, to the society for the suppression of 

ecent literature.—St. Louis Republican, 


In cloth, $1; paper; 75 cents. 
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THE HUMBOLDT LIBRARY. 


Price 15 cents each number, unless otherwise marked. * 
1. Light Science for Leisure Hours. A series of - 


familiar essays on astronomical and other 
natural phenomena. By Richard A, Proc- 
tor, F.R.A. 

$, The Forms of Water in Clouds and Rivers, Ice 
and Glaciers. 19:llustrations. By John Tyn- 
dall, F.R.S. 

8. Physics and Politics. An application of the 
principles of of Natural Science to Folitica] 

ociety, Walter Bagehot, Author o 
“The Yinglivh Constitution.” : 

4. Man's Place in Nature. With numerous illus- 
trations. By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. 

5. Education, Intellectual, Moral, and Physical. 
By Herbert Spencer. 

6. Town Geology. With Appendix on Coral and 

Coral Reefs By Charles Kingsley. 

7. Conservation of Energy. With numerous Illus- 
trations. By Balfour Stewart, LL.D. 

8. Study of Languages, | Drought back to its Trua 
principles. Marce. 

9, The Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer, 

10. Theory of Sound in its Relation to Music. 
Numerous illustrations. By By Prof. Pietro 
Blaserna. 

11. ac alist on the River; Amazon, * Tee 

fo) years’ trave. y Henry Walter 

12. Bates, F.L.S. Not sold separately. 

18. Mind and Body. The theories of their rela- 

jt tions. By Alexander Bain, LL.D. 
. The Wonders of the Heavens. 32 illustrations. 
By Camille Flammarion. fee he) 
Longevity. The means of prolonging life aft 
middle age. By John Gar ner. MD. on 
i Origin of Species. By Thomas H. Huxley, 


. Progress: Its Law and Cause. With other dis- 


quisitions. By Herbert Spencer. 
. Lessons in Plectrieity, 60 illustrations. By 
. Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. B: 
Richard A. Proctor ; x 


John Tyndall, F.R. 
Romance of Astronomy. By R. Kaley Miller, 
. The Physical Basis of Life, with other es: ? 
By Thomas H. Huxley, E.R.S, —— aos 
. Seeing and Thinki 
ging and, Thi hinking. By William Kingdon 
. Scientific Soriana; A review of current 


theories conce ning Atoms, Apes, and Mer 
By Samuel Wainwright, D. D. id 3 
Illustrated. By 


» Popular Scientific Lectures. 
By Prof. Geo. Rawlinson, 


Prof. H. Helmhcltz 
b. Origin of Nations. 
By Grant Allen. 
n England, Dy 


E 


xford University. 
. The Evolutionist at Large 


. History of Landholding 
Joseph Fisher, F.R.H.S. 


. Fashion in Deformity, at illustrated in the 
customs of Barbarous aud Civilized Races. 
Numerous illustrations. By William Henry 
Flower, F.R.S. 


29. Facts and Fictions of Zoology 
illustrations. By Andrew Wi Bolt, Ph. D. 
30. \ By Richard Chenevix 


Study of Words. 
32. Her oreditary Trai Traits aud other Essays. By Rich- 


Trench, 

By Grant Allen. 
. Philosophy of Style. By Herbert Spencer. 
Onion Religions. By John Caird, Pres. 
v. Glasgow, and Others. 


Numerous 


. Vignettes nos Nature, 


uxley. 
. Bix t Lectures on Light. Illustrated. By John 


38) Ge Ggological Sketches. By Archibald Goikie, 


40. The "Duidenea of Organic Evolution, By Geo. 
J. Romanes, F.R.S. 

41. Current Discussions in Science. By W. M. 
Wiliams, F.C.S. 

42. History of the Scicnce of Politics. By Freder- 
ick Pollock, 

43. Darwin and Humboldt, By Professor Huxley, 


Professor Agassiz, and others, 
44.) Dawn, of History. By C. F. Keary, of the 
45.[ British Muscum. 
16. Discases of Memory. By Th. Ribot. Tran- 
slated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. 
47, Childhood of lLligions. By Edward Clodd, 


EAS. 
48, Lifein Nature. Tlustrated. By Jas, Hinton. 
49, ms sin: its Constitution; its Phenomena; 


its Condition. By Judge Nathan ‘I’ 
Columbus, Ind. 


50, Money and the Mechanism of Exchange.. By 
51. Prof. W. Stanley Jevons, F.R. 


52. Diseases of the Will. Dy Th. Ribot. Trans- 
lated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. 
By 


53. Animal Antomatisms and other Essays. 
By Edward Clodd. 


Carr, 


f. T. H. Huxley, F.R.S. 
54. Bisth and Growth of Myth. 


55. Scientific Basis of Morals, and other Essays. 
By William Kingdon Clifford, F.R.S. 


gj Illusions. By James Sully. 


ui The Origin of Species. By Charles Darwin. 

59.) Two double numbers, 30 cents cach. 

$0. Childhood of the World. By Edward Clodd. 

61, Misccllancous Essays. By Richard A. Proctor. 

62. Rehgions Of the Ancient World. By Prof. Geo. 
Rawlinson, University of Oxford. Double 
number, 30 cents. 

63. Prograseive N Morality, _ By Thomas Fowler, 

president of Corpus Christi College, 

Oxford, 

64. Distribution of Animals and Plants. By A. 
Russel Wallace and W. T. Thiselton Dyer. 

65. Conditions of Mental Development; and other 
Essays. Dy Wm. Kingdon Cliffor 

66. Technical Education ; and other Essays. By 
Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. 

67. The Black Death. An Account of the Great 
Pestilence of the Fourteenth Contur¥- 

. Hecker. 
68. (Special number, 10 cents.) Three Essay. 
erbert Spencer. 

69. (Double Number CH Fetichism : A Cori 
tribution to Anthropology and the History 

of Religion. By Fritz Schultze Ph.D. Trans- 

lated from the German by y. Fitzgeral4 


A. 
10. Essays Speculativ and Practical. By Herber. 


Spencer. 
71. Anthropology. By Daniel Wilson, LL.D. 
y E. B. 

Tylor, F. 


With Appendix on Archeology. 

72. ane Pancing Mania or the Middle Ages. B 

F. C. Hecker, M.D. Ag A 

T3. moto in History, Language, and Science. 
Four Addresses delivered at the London 
Crystal Palace School of Art, Science, and 
Literature. 

74. The Descent of Man; and selection in relation 


o Sex. By Charles Darwin, In & parts 
15 cents each. 


Add- ss THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


Legg es on Evolution. Illustrated. By Prof., 
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Poetry. 


A Song of Rest. 


O weary Hands! that, all the day, 
Were set to labor hard and long, 
Now softly fall the shadows gray, 
The bells are rung for even song. 
An hour ago the golden sun 
Sank slowly down into the west; 
Poor, weary Hands, your toil is done; 
` "Tis time for rest !—'tis time for rest! 


O weary Feet ! that many a mile 
Hav trudged along a stony way; 
At last ye reach the trysting stile ; 
No longer fear to go astray. 
The gently bending, rustling trees 
‘Rock the young birds within the nest, 
And softly sings the quiet breeze : 
‘Tis time for rest !—tis time for rest !" 


O weary Eyes! from which the tears 
Fell many a time like thunder rain— 
O weary Heart! that through the years 
Beat with such bitter, restless pain, 

To-night forget the stormy strife, 
And know; whatever comes is best 
Lay down the tangled web of life; 
"Tis time for rest !—'tis time for rest ! 


—Anon. 
to 


Served Him Right. 


Old Birch, who taught the village school, 
Wedded a maid of homespun habit. 

He was as stubborn as a mule, 
And she as playful as a rabbit. 


Poor Kate had scarce become his wife 
Before her husband sought to make her 
The pink of country polished life, 
And prim and formal as a Quaker. 


One day the tutor went abroad, 

And simple Katy sadly missed him ; 
When he returned, behind her lord 

She slyly stole, and fondly kissed him. 


. The husband's anger rose, and red 
And white his face alternate grew. 
“Less freedom, ma’am!” Kate sighed and said, 
- “Oh, dear, I didn't know 'twas you !” 
~Oakland Echoes. 


— pe 
A Chapter on Millerism. 
. It was in the year 1881 that William Miller, 
a well-to-do farmer of Washington county, 
New York, rose up from.a prolonged study 
of his Bible convinced that the prophet 
Daniel had clearly foretold just when the end 
of the world would be, and that to him had 
been given the key which unlocked the 
prophetical numbers revealing that some 
time between March 21, 1848, and March 21, 
1844, Jesus Christ would come in person to 
judge the world. Twelve years was little 
time enough for plucking brands from the 
burning. William Miller was not an ordained 
minister of the gospel. 

' Now, his neighbors in Low Hampton, 
where lay his, well-cultivated and unmort- 
gaged two hundred acres of land, had said 
that if there was a man on earth who never 
bottled moonshine or dug wells in the air, 
William Miller was that man. He was a fair 
type of the prosperous Green * Mountain 
farmer. His proverbial honesty and hard 
common sense made him a leading man in 
the community. He had been captain of 
brave men at the battle of Plattsbürg. To 
his record as constable, sheriff, and justice of 
the peace had been added the laurels of the 
poet of Low Hampton. Then, he was a great 
book-worm in the eyes of his neighbors. He 
read the few books he owned and could bor- 
row many times over. In his early middle 
life—for he was past fifty when he wert 
forth to proclaim ‘‘the midnight cry "—he 
had shocked the religious sense of his passiv- 
brained townsfolk by reading Hume, Vol- 
taire, and Paine, discussing and advocating 
their arguments with an ability few cared to 
oppose. But he finally returned repentant to 
the Baptist fold and began & devout study of 
the Bible. ‘‘I lost all taste for other read- 
ing," he wrote of this period, **and I applied 
my heart to get wisdom from God." He laid 
aside all aid but his Bible and Concordance. 
iHe began with Genesis, and left no verse be- 
ibind that he did not think he clearly under- 
stood by comparison with collateral texts. 
“I found that all the prophecies that had 
been fulfilled had been fulfilled literally." 

Then he became convinced that the popular 

-doctrin of a temporal millennium before the 
second coming was fallacious; also the doc- 
trin of the return of the Jews to Palestine be- 
fore the end of the world. The next event in 
the history of the human race was to be its 
final judgment. He focalized his study upon 
the prophecies of the second coming. The 
result was his formulating as one of the 
articles of his belief: ‘I believe that the 
second coming of Jesus Christ is near—even 
at the door; that is, in or before 1843.” 

His theory of interpretation was founded 
on established principles of Protestantism. 
The Bible was to be interpreted literally ; its 
figurativ language explained by collateral 
passages. Private judgment was to be unfet- 


1 : 7 
tered in the search for truth. The then new 
and alarming heresy of Universalism was con-. 


sidered an illustration of what a spiritual in- 
terpretation might bring forth. Orthodoxy 
had been little disturbed in those days by 
philological research, geological discovery, 
and a philosophy of evolution. The infal- 
libility of the writers, compilers, and translat- 
ors of the sacred books was unquestioned by 
those calling themselvs Christians. The six 
days of creation meant six literal days. That 
there was to be an end to the world was a 
fundamental doctrin of the true faith. 

He began preaching in the country churches 
around Low Hampton—his theme the speedy 


appearing; and so great was the revival | 


wherever he held meetings, he could not be- 
gin to answer the calls from Baptist, Method- 
ist, Congregational, and the so-called 
“ Christian" (Campbellite) churches. It was 
after he began preclaiming his peculiar views 
that he received a license to preach from the 
Baptist church at Low Hampton. Wher- 
ever he went great multitudes pressed to hear 


him, and leading churches were opened for | 


his lectures. This was in the beginning of his 
public life. The tide turned when his con- 
verts began their bitter attacks upon the 
churches, calling them “ Babylon," and warn- 
ing the believers in the blessed hope against 
remaining in their communion. There was a 
fascination to many in his prophetical charts 
and his mathematical solution of the mystical 
problem of the 2,800 days of Daniel's vision 
—in working out, like a lesson in arithmetic, 
the exact year when the third woe would be 


| sounded, and the seventh trumpet, and just 


when “the stone would smite the image on 
the feet.” How could there be a millennium 
when the little horn was warring with the 
saints? Had not the sun been darkened on 
that dark day of May 19, 1780, and had they 
not seen the last sign that was to precede the 
coming of Christ in the meteoric shower of 
November 15, 1883? When had there been 
such distress among the nations—such roar- 
ing of the winds and waves? _ 

The keystone of William Miller's gospel 
was the prophecy of Daniel: ‘‘ Write the vis- 
ion and make it plain upon tables, . . . 
for the vision is yet for an appointed time, 
but at the end it shall speak and not lie; 

ES it will surely come, it will not 
tarry.” 

He taught that the scriptures revealed just 
when the end would be. The prophecies 
were an unerring diagram. Whoso readeth 
let him understand. He never doubted in 
his- simple soul that Josephus and Rollin 
were infallible as chronological authority. 
The vital point in his argument, which fixed 
the end of the world some time between 
March 21, 1848, and March 21, 1844, was the 


connection between the seventy weeks of, 


Daniel and the 2,800 days. To one inclined 


to enter into a fair controversy upon the sub-. 


ject he would say: 

* Open' your Bible. That is to be your 
teacher alone. Now read the first three 
verses of the twelfth chapter of Daniel: 


** (1.) And at that time shall Michael stand up, 
the great prince which standetb for the children 
of thy people; and there shall be a time of 
trouble, such as never was since there was a na- 
tion even to that same time; and at that time thy 
people shall be delivered; every one that shall be 
found written in the book. 

“ (2) And many of them that slept in the dust of 
the earth shall awake, some to everiasting life, 
and some to shame and everlasting contempt. 

* (3) And they that be wise shall shine as the 
brightness of the firmament, and they that turn 
many to righteousness as the stars for ever and 
ever." 


** Now read the sixth verse," Father Miller 
would say: 

“And one said to the man clothed in linen, 
which was upon the waters of the river, How 
long shall it be to the end of these wonders? 

* What wonders? The resurrection, of 
course. How long will it be to the resurrec- 
tion? A time, times and a half. That's plain 
enough. Who swore it would be after that? 
Our Lord Jesus Christ. Now, if Christ him- 
self, in answer to the question, How long 


shall it be to the resurrection? has sworn: 


with an oath that it shall be for a time, times 
and a half, is not that telling just when it will 
be? What is meant by a time, times and a 
half? Read the sixth verse of the twelfth 
chaptér of Revelation: 

* And the woman fled into the wilderness, where 
she hath a place prepared of God, that they should 


feed her there & thousand two hundred and three 
8core days." 


** Now read the fortieth verse: 

* And to the woman was given two wings of a 
great eagle that she might fly into the wilderness 
into her place, where she is nourished for a time, 
times, and half a time.” 


“Now, those two verses," Father Mille 
would say, “refer to the same period o 


time. It is the same as the 1,260 days. The 
same period is presented under different 
forms in several places. . . . Time, 
times, and a half is 1,260 days. Allow thirty 
days to a month, and twelve months.to a 
year, and we hav three and & half years, equal 
to 1,260 days. Has not God revealed the 
time in days that must pass before the resur- 
rection? How do we know how to reckon 
those days? Read Dan. vii, 25: 

* And he shall speak great words against the 
Most High, and shall wear out the saints of the 
Most High, and think to change times and laws. 
And they shall be given into his hands until a 
time, times, and dividing of times." 

Here Father Miller would make plain that 
the time mentioned was the time of the con- 
tinuance of the saints in the power of the 
t little horn." The little horn meant the 
papacy. Time, times, and dividing of times, 
was & period of the same length wherever 
spoken of in scripture. Could it mean 1,260 
literal days, when the persecution of the 
saints had extended far longer than that? If 
not 1,260 literal days, what then? 

Read Num. xiv, 34: 

*. . . Forty days each for a year.” 

Now Ezek. iv, 6: 

*. . . I hav appointed thee each day fora 
year." 

Admitting that days meant years, it was 
easy proving how the seventy. weeks were 


fulfilled in 490 years, as many years as there 


were days in the seventy weeks; . . . 
1,260 years from the time the. decree of Jus- 
tinian went into-effect, A.D. 588 to 1798, when 
the papacy wassubverted by Napoleon. The 
time sworn to. by Christ himself meant the 
1,260.years. . . . The 2,800 days and the 
four great kingdoms bring us-down to the 


end, a.D. 1843. All the great events in the 


history of God’s dealing with his people were 
preceded by special warning. Danie] knew 
by books just when the captivity of his people 
would end. So they were to know by books 
just when the days of the little horn were 
numbered, when the saints.should possess the 
kingdom. “If you can make a calculation 
with the prophetical numbers,” Father Mil- 
ler would say, ** a calculation based on a true 
interpretation, that does not show you that 
1843 is to see the end of the world, I should 
like to see that calculation." 


"Forty-three went by. We find him im '44 


confident that there had been no mistake in 
his reckoning, and that there was nothing to. 


be discovered that would account for the de-: 


lay in Christs coming. He cheered his 


disciples by his patience with the tarrying | 


vision. They had not taken into account the 
difference between Roman and Jewish time; 
he told them 1843 Roman time was 1844 
Jewish time. He should be happy, he wrote, 
if he was as sure of heaven as he was of the 
truth of the prophecies of Daniel. 

It was in the summer of 1844 he called at- 
tention to the focalization of the prophetic 
numbers upon the tenth day of the seventh 
month of that current Jewish year, which 
corresponded with the year of Jubilee: The 
tenth day of the seventh month was that of 
the great day of the Atonement. Might they 
not believe that the year of our Lord eighteen 
hundred and forty-four was the year of the 
world’s Jubilee—the great and final atone- 
ment? The well-worn Bibles of his follow- 
ers were studied with increased interest. 
Dark passages found wondrous. illumination 
in the light of the new gospel. The few that 
opposed the theory were silenced by an 
avalanche of prophetical exposition, showing 
that the ‘‘ tenth day of theseventh month, year 
of Jubilee—and probably at the hour of even— 
would see the Lord himself. coming in the 
clouds of heaven.” The exact time had not 
been fixed upon without vexatious difficulty. 
There was the matter of a difference between 
the time the Rabbinical Jews kept the Pass- 
over and that of the Caraite Jews, which 
must be considered in deciding upon so 
momentous a date. ‘If the Caraite Jews 
always observed the Passover at the second 
full moon after the vernal equinox, we might 
always know where their year began. But 
when the barley is ripe they observe with the 
Rabbinical Jews at the first full moon. The 
first full moon after the equinox varies from 
the 20th of March to the 5th of April. When 
it comes near the 20th of March the barley is 
not ripe, and the Caraites observe the 2d. 
But when it comes near the 1st of April the 
barley is frequently ripe, and then the Cara- 
ites and Rabbinical ,Jews observe the Pass- 
over at the same fuf moon. This year, the 
first full moon came on the 3d of April, and 
whether the barley was then ripe and the 
true Passover then kept, or whether it was 
not observed till the following moon, we 
hev ro certain means of knowing. As the 


first full moon came so late this year, it is 


probable the Caraites then observed the Pass- ` 
over, unless the harvest was. more than 


usually late. If so, it follows that we shall 
soon be in the seventh month. . . ." 

' Many were the struggling offshoots of the 
fanaticism when that October went by, and 
all things continued as they were. Strange 


leaders arose in the camp of the disappointed, ` 


men and women claiming supernatural gifts 
and authority in scriptural interpretation not 
to be lightly set aside. But the majority of 
the fifty thousand and more of believers in 
William Miller’s gospel did not forsake their 
leader nor giv up their faith in the speedy 
appearing. At the call of Father Miller this 
remnant, sifted of the weak and wavering, 
assembled in conference at Albany, April 25, 
1845, when a declaration of faith was agreed 
upon and the name ‘ Adventist ” ‘adopted— 
the birth of another organized sect in Chris- 
tendom, numbering to-day many thousands. 
Father Miller never lost the love and Yen- 
eration of his followers. *'There was no 


‘mistake in the prophecies,” he maintained ; 


chronology was at fault. He was gathered 
to his fathers on December 20, 1849, aged 
sixty-eight years. Upon his monument in 
the graveyard at Low Hampton ig inscribed : 
But go thy way till the end be, for thon shalt 
rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days. 
Who shall say that Father Miller contrib- 
uted nothing to the better understanding of 
scripture? He was the martyr of mistake— 
of false teaching. His doctrins in the ab- 
Stract were based upon the principles of or- 


thodox Protestantism—the right of private . 
judgment in the.interpretation of scripture.— ` 


Jane Marsh Parker in the Post. 
Obituary. 
DikD.—At Patch Grove, : Wis., July 22d, 

William Humphrey, in the sixty-seventh 

year of his age. 

To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Bir: 
It has become my sad duty to announce to 
you that another of your constant readers has 
** gone to that bourne from which no traveler- 
returns.” In other words, my husband, Will- 
iam Humphrey, departed this life on the 
morning of July 22d. Mr. Humphrey was a 
constant reader of Tux Trura SzrkxR until 


his strength failed; then ‘he required some. 
member of the family to read it to him to the 


very last number that was received previous 
to his death. His fear was that you would 
not sufficiently condemn the Anarchists. in 
their nefarious conduct. He greatly feared 
that the cause of liberty would suffer at their 


| hands if the friends of liberty and progress 
I-were not'emphatic in their condemnation :of 
"their hellish work and words. 


He attended 
the Liberal. Congress when it was held in 
Cincinnati, and ever since then he has feared 
that the cause would be injured by the hot- 


‘heads styled Socialists, more correctly An- 


archists. Mr. Humphrey was a subscriber to 
the Boston Jnvestigator for more than twenty 


years, when he said he had outgrown it,as . 


he had been so long settled in his mind in 
reference to all Bibles and religions, and had 
become a confirmed Spiritualist. Icontinued 
the subscription to the Investigator five years 
longer for the good it had done for us and 
others, and when I subscribed for Taz TRUTH 
SeexrEr, simply because I loved to. see fair 
play, he objected and said he wished me to 
take, instead, some Spiritual paper, as Spirit- 
ualism, he said, was a live subject, and he 
didn't wish meto spend time and money in 
contemplation of an old effete subject like 
Christianity or its Bibles, as these subjects 


were worn threadbare for both of us, which - 


I well knew was true enough, but yet I con- 
tinued to take Tuk Trura SEEKER, and its 
free platform, and Mr. Bennett’s evident 
truthfulness and patriotism, won him so that 
until the day of his death he was.a constant 
reader of Taz Trurs SEkxER. He read it all, 
and he very much admired some of its con- 
tributors, and enjoyed the ''Letters from 
Friends.” 

No man, be he whe he may, ever left this 
life to whom these words were more appli- 
cable: ` 
He 80 lived; that when the snmmons came 
To join the innumerable caravan 
That moves to the pale realms of shade, 

He went not hke the quarry slave at night, 
scourged to his dungeon ; 

But, sustained and soothed by an unfaltering 
trust, 

Approached his grave like one who wraps the 
drapery of his couch about him, 

And lies down to pleasant dreams. 

And truly the beautiful philosophy of 
Spiritualism divests Death of his grim terrors, 
and life of its coldness and hollow vanities. 

] Mary T. B. Humparev. 

Patch Grove, Aug. 7; 380. 
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* SHOPPEL'S MODERN HOUSES” No. 8. 
(Just Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. : g 
A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply_all the neccessary picces, for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
for putting them together. 
hile the supplement affords both old and 
oung the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
oy. Ltis, in fact, a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most Popular designs, so exact that it is useful to 
uilders. . 
55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000) : 
2 New Designs for Barns. 
1 New Design for a Chapel. 3 
: Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 
(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern, 
An Article on Villa Park Associations. 
SENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE, $1. 
Address 


THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN A850'N. 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it. ; 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish thatthe friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


THE MODERN BALAAM. 


Showing the Balaam of modern times to be the 
priests.. [tis» splendid pictorial argument. Price 
uer dozen30 cents; par huudred, $1.50 


CHRISTIANITY 


A REWARD FOR CRIME. 
substantiated by the Bible. 


BY 
O. B. WHITFORD, M. D. 
Price, 16 Cents. | Per Dozen, $1.00 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers Convention, January 29, 1884. Price 

cents. 
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` Tax. Paris Univers p 
from the bishop of Ton 
_ that seven hundred .C 
massacred and forty vi 
province of Manhoa, and; 
Christians are perishing : 
. port is denied from other : 
. quarters. 


MaiNE went Republi 
can by a reduced plural.. 
ity last Monday.’ ` 


AN attempt was’ made? 
.on the 11th to blow upi 
with dynamite theswitch F 
tower onthe Lake Shore; 


road at Chicago: ^. ^ i 


Tar Wendell Phillips 
Club, of Boston, -gàve a ' 
dinner last . Saturday; 
night to Frederick Doug- , 
las, the colored. states- : 
man. . P 

A aveeioae aues the: 
West India Island of St.: 
Vincent last Saturday, 
nearly . obliterating’. a ki 
-number of villages and}. 
destroying: se ven 
churches.  . 


Tr is.said that the man: at 
dement of Cardinal Tas-' 
chereau, of Canada, 
against the Knights of 
Labor has caused: no de- i 
Berters from the ranks of i 
that order. ^. : ! 


Parson Downs, ofi 
Bumstead Hall, Boston, 
rose up again last Sun- 


scandal in which -he is 
implicated. “A renewed 
interest in religious mat- 
ters may now be looked | 
fori in Boston. 


tember 8th. 


Eienr deaths believed to be the results of 
the recent earthquake took place in Charles- 


* ton on Saturday. 


New York had a little tornado, Sunday 
night. A few houses were unroofed and sail- 
boats capsized. j 


- As & sequel -to the Archbishop Purcell 


swindle it now appears that Mannix, assignee 
of the Purcell estate, has embezzled $200,000. 

Farner Parmer, a Roman Catholic priest 
from England, fell dead in the streets of 
Baltimore on the 10th inst. He was travel- 
ing for his health. 

Durie a severe thunder storm which 
passed over Richmond, Va., Sunday, a bolt 


struck and shattered the spire of a Jewish 


synagog, piling up the débris in front of the 
'edifice. . 
Tux Louisville Presbytery is now trying 


. the Converse brothers, editors of the Christian 


Observer, for charging the Rev. Messrs. 
Daniels and Boggs, of Memphis, with violat- 
ing the ninth commandment, which prohibits 
lying. 

Ar a meeting of the Provincial Synod. of 
the Church of England, in Canada, Sept. 10th, 
-it was decided that.members of the synod 
should do everything in their power to in- 
fluence the legislatures of the various prov- 
inces to authorize the reading of the scripture 
in the public schools. 

In the report at their coñvention held at 
Niagara Falls last week, the United Brewers’ 


. Association charge that ‘‘ the more prominent 


activ supporters of the Prohibition law are 
pecuniarily interested in large whisky distil- 
leries," their object being to destroy the 
“ beer industry." The brewers failed to giv 
the names of those against whom this accusa- 
tion is brought. 


Tux British cutter yacht: Galatea,* which 


` came to this country to compete for the inter- 


eren cup, will return to England without 

having been beaten literally out of sight 
Pe ti® Boston sloop Mayflower. Practically 
three races were sailed, and at no time dur- 
ing either race was there a possibility of the 
Galatea winning.. The result is thought to 
demonstrate the superiority of the center- 
board yacht and Yankee seamanship over the 
cutter model arid the English method of sail- 
ing tace-hoats. 


— Odds and fnis, 


Cama and Japan buy our dried apples freely. 
Thus does American industry help to awell the 
population of the orient, 


Taz man who goes to a summer Tesort for 
change and rest, often finds that the waiters get 
all the change and the landlord the rest, 


Tux bravest are not always the tenderest, as the 
poet sings. There is the red game rooster, for in- 
stance; he will fight a bird of double his weight, 
but he cuts-up tough in a potpie. - 


Sranprne before a clergyman who was about to 
tarry him, a rustic was asked: “Wilt: thou hav. 
this woman?” etc, The man started in surprise 
and replied: “Ay, surely! Whoy, I kummed a 
puppus.” 

“Hav you heard that dar playing has almost 
ceased in Brooklyn?” asked the Snake ‘Editor. 
* No, I havn't,” replied the Horse Editor ; ** what is 
the reason?” **One of the churches decided it 
wasn’t wicked.” 


CONTRIBUTOR : “Here is a manuscript I wish to 
submit-——” Editor (waving his hand) : I'm sorry. 
We are all full just now.” Contributor (blandly) : 
“Very well. Iwill call again when some of you 
are sober.”—Boston Courter. 


Sue: “James, do you know you put three but- 
tons on the plate in church to-day?” He: “ Yes, 
I knew what I was about,” She: “ James, perhaps 
you don’t know that I bought those buttons yes- 
terday for my new dress, and paid fifty cents 
apiece for them.” He :* Alas! Whathav I done?” 


Ir is said that the Rev. Sam Small owes certain 
small sums of money, which he is in no haste to 
pay. When a man becomes 80 thoroughly imbued 
and saturated with religion as Sam is supposed to 
be, he would rather owe money all his life than 
cheat anybody out of it. 

A SOVEREIGN prince on his travels, when passing 
through a village, expressed to the nativ magis- 
trate his astonishment at seeing so many of the 
children running about with bare feet, “Ach, 
your highness,” replied.the worthy official, * that 
is the way with the children hereabouts ; they are 
all born so.” . , 

Or» gentleman (to boy) : 


“Do you goto Sunday- 


school, little boy?” Little boy: “Nop.” Old gen-|. 


tleman: ‘You shouldn’t say nop. Nor church?” 
Little boy: “Nop.” ‘Old gentleman : “Bless me! 
Aren’% your parents Christian people?” Little 
boy: “Yep, But you see one’s a Catholic and the 
other's a Protestant. That lets me out.” 


.A MAIDEN of Boston, 
One morning while tossed on 
The waves of the surf at Long Branch, 
Set up a wild squealing, 
With such piercing feeling, 
That every face near her did blanch | 


She kicked and gyrated, 
In a way animated, 7 A 
While her face wore expression of woe, 
Till when rescued she stated, . 
In voice with fear freighted, 
` That & lobster shook hands with her toe. 


v o Tae small boy; with complacent mien; 

L7 At twilight eats the apple green; ~~ 

|... The doctor pours at midnight dim, : 
Janiacia ginger into‘Him: ^ ^ S T 

. He vows, while in the colic's bower, 
No more green apples helt: devout, x: 
Next day, recovered from his.pain; 
He hankérs fór the fruit again. 


“Way should New Yorkers get up a testimonial 
to Mr. Gladstone?” asks a correspondent. Be- 


cause Mr, Gladstone has labored to establish 
Home Rule in Ireland. Because Home Rule in 
Ireland will doubtless cause the Irish to desert our 


shores and return to their nativ heath. Because: 


New York may. stand -a chance of getting a little 
Home Rule for themselvs in'the above desirable 
event, That’s why.—Liye. 


A'YoUNG man was to speak in response to the 
toast, “ The Ladies.” He got thelines of Pope on 
vice mixed with these of Scott on woman, and de- 
livered himself as follows: “I rise to say that I 
hav no doubt but I voice the sentiment of every 
gentlemen hére when I say in. ‘the familiar lines : 


“< O woman, in our hours of ease, koe 
Uncertain, coy; and hard to please ; 
But when too oft familiar with thy face, 
We first endure, then pity, then embrace.’” 


P ne Y | | 
‘ —0-— 

À thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Obvserver's slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 


both the slanders and 
their refutation, ` 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


—o— 


The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated. every; 
where in vindication. 


60pp. Price 10 cents; 12 copies, $1. 


A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
bed of Thomas. Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account, 


18pp. Price 5 cents; 25 for $1.00. 
For these (wo pamphlets address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
83 Olinton Pl., New York. 
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$; A MOTHER should desire 
:jto.giv her children a super- 
‘abundance of enthusiasm, 
ito the end that, after they 


€ hay lost all they are sure to 


~ Tur Rev. Nels Ryder, Methodist, of Chi- 
cago, committed suicide by hanging, Sep- | 


losė. by mixing with ;the world; enough may 
pA pines to ees pend | support them throügh 
eod actions. cloak sho of three- to 
^e 3pitsgloss in we oat} should he of three-pile 
THERA is no great merit in taking" care of one's 
own interests, whether it be in this world or the 
next. The man who leads & truly religious life in 
cder to go to heaven is nôt more to be admired 
than the man who leads a regular and industrious 
life in order to make a fortune ; and the man who . 
endeavors to secure a celestial inheritance by going 
to church and by reading chapters in the Bible,and ` 
by having family prayers, and by saying grace in 
falsetto, with his eyes hj pocritically closed, is not 
above the level of those who fawn and flatter at 
oriental courts in order to obtain a monopoly.or 
an appointment. —Winwood Reade, 


TRUTH and error, as they are essentially opposit 
in their nature, so the causes to which they are in- 
debted for their perpetuity and triumph are. not 
less so. Whatever retards a spirit of inquiry is 
favorable to error; whatever promotes it, to 
truth.—Rovert Hal, ^ ` E : 

A ConGREGATIONAL minister, defending himself 
from the charge of insincerity, replied to a liberal 
correspondént: “I do, without any concealment, 
declare that I do not believe the whole Bible to be 
true; that there are human additions and inter- 
polations ; that, in fact, Prof. Robertson Smith is 
right in the view he has taken. Must I say all I 
think to the weak and stupid public—for such it js ? 
Inever say anything I don’t believe.- I only act 
on Christ’s own principle, ‘I hav many things to 
say unto you, but you cannot bear them now.’ 
Yes, God is afraid of upsetting weak minds, if 
Christ echoed the divine view of things in that 
statement.” We giv this extract without by any 
means approving all that it implies.—Index. 

Ir I were to pray for a taste which should stand 
me in stead under every variety of circumstances, 
and be a source of happiness and cheerfulness to 
me through life, and a shield against its ills; how- 


ever things might go amiss and the world frown ' 


upon me, it would be a taste for reading. Giya 
man this taste and the means of gratifying it and 
you can hardly fail of making a happy man, un- 
less, indeed, you put into his hands a most perni- 
cious selection of books. You flace him in contact 
with the best society in every period of history— 
with the wisest, the wiltiest—with the tenderest, 


the bravest, and the purest characters that hav 


adorned humanity.—Sir John Herschel. 


THERE is not to be found, in all history, any 
miracle (1) attested by, such a number of men 
of such unquestioned” good sense, education, 
and learning as to secure us against all delusion 
in themselvs; (2) of such undoubted integrity as 
to place them beyond all suspicion of any design 
to deceive others; (8)of such credit and reputation 
in the eyes of mankind as to hava great deal to 
lose in case of their being ‘detected.in any false- 
hood; (4) and, at the same time, attesting facts 
performed in such a public manner and in so cele- 
brated & part of the world as to render the detec- 
tion unavoidable; all which circumstances are 
requisit to giv us a full assurance in the testimony 
of men.—Hume's Essay on Miracles. 
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diloíes and Clippings. 


‘A WRITER from Paris says that in that city 
every Catholic priest is a watched man, and 
significantly adds, ‘‘Hence there is a great 
moral reformation going on.” 


Tar Rev. Sam Jones says: ‘‘ The reason 
why the Baptists are so fond of cold water is 
because they know they are all going toa 
place where there is not a drop to be had.” 


Cuimpren playing in the bed of Silver 
Creek, in the midst of the city of Silverton, 
Ore., found a piece of gold-bearing rock, rich 
in the precious metal, and now there is a'gold 
craze among the inhabitants of the little city. 


Tue shah of Persia has joined the Pro- 
hibitionists and closed all the cafes im the 
kingdom. The women of Persia had grown 


tired of spending their evenings alone and- 


requested his oriental sublimity to interfere, 
and the domestic equilibrium is again re- 
stored. 


AT the October term of the City Court of 
. Brooklyn it is believed that the action for 
divorce of Mrs. Staunton against her hus- 
band, the Rev. Benjamin Staunton, pastor of 
the Fort Greene Presbyterian church, will be 
brought to trial. The accused pastor has 
. just had his answer delivered to his wife's 
counsel. Mrs. Staunton charged her husband 
with serious offenses. Staunton is charged 
with undue familiarity with Mrs. Mary Laid- 
law, a member of his church choir. In his 
answer, which covers twelve pages of legal 
cap, these charges are denied. He claims to 
hav only treated Mrs. Laidlaw as he ** would 
any other member of his congregation." Un- 
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til it is ascertained how the rest of the con- 
gregation fared, the Rev. Mr. Staunton’s de- 
fense will hav to be set down as somewhat 
ambiguous. 

A Br. Paur clergyman is reported as say- 
ing that if Jesus Christ ‘‘ran a carpenter 
shop here in this city fully one-half of our 
church- members, who drive up to our 
churches in their fine carriages, would not 
speak to him. He could not get social 
recognition unless he lived on Summit avenue 
or belonged to a club.” 


Mary 8. MARTIN, of Philadelphia, a mem- 
ber of the Society of Friends, saw William C. 
Eisenhower beating his horse. She remon- 
strated, and he swore at her. She had him 
arrested, and the justice looked over the 
statutes until he found an old law against 
swearing, and he then imposed the fine pro- 
vided therefor. The fine was sixty-seven 
and a half cents. 

A OuiNAMAN, who has been in the New 
Westminister, Canada, jail, under sentence 
of death, was very angry when told a few 
days ago that he was reprieved for & month. 
He said that after death his soul would in- 
habit the body of a bird, and he was anxious 
for the transmigration to take place, that he 
might peck out the eyes of those who had 
testified against him. 

Tar disposition of the thrifty temperance 
farmers of Iowa, as noted by the World's cor- 
respondent, to be willing to sell their corn to 
local distilleries, provided the whisky is sold 
outside the state, reminds one of the virtue 
of the woman who ‘experienced religion” at 
a revival. ‘Finding that my jewelry was 
dragging me down to hell,” she remarked, 
* I took it off and gave it to my sister.” 


AL DEPRAVITY ILLU STRATE 
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E. G. Rusu, of New Danville, Pa., has 
published what he considers a startling astro- 
nomical theory, that upsets all of Kepler’s 
laws and the old doctrin that heavenly bodies 
move in ellipses, parabolas, and hyperbolas. 
He proposes to show that the form of all 
orbits is circular, and that the central force 
may occupy any position in the orbit from 
center to circumference, the circumference 
only being excluded. 

Tur Roman Catholic bishop of Kilkenny 
declares that the perialty of excommunication 
will be visited upon all Catholics marrying 
Protestants, and upon the witnesses to such 
marriages as well. Furthermore, notice of 
the marriage will be read from the altar of 
the church which the Catholic party attends 
for three consecutiv Sundays, and thus ‘‘ the 
crime of the offending party be brought into 
light before his or her fellow-parishioners.” 


Tue Superior court at Taunton, Mass., has 
just found John M. Driscoll, of Fall River, 
guilty of keeping open shop on the Lord’s 
Day. Driscoll is a barber, and on a Sunday 
in July the city marshal found him shaving a 
customer in his shop. That constituted 
keeping open shop. The judge in his charge 
said it is a provision of the law that whoever 
keeps open his shop, warehouse, or work- 
house on the Lord’s Day shall be punished. 
So the jury brought in a verdict of guilty, 
and the case will now be taken to the 
Supreme court. | 

Tur Canadian and Michigan conference of 
the African Methodist Episcopal church, 
recently in session at Grand Rapids, rolled up 
its sleeves one day and bounced the Rev. 
George Solomon for alleged slothfulness ; 
the Rev. A. Wilson for alleged indolence and 


creating dissensions among his people; the 
Rev. 8. T. Whiting for alleged failure to set- 
tle his accounts with the conference and 
sowing discord; Deacon Chandler for alleged 


lying and doing the discord act. Had the 
conference not grown tired it is thought that 
there would now be no negro preachers in 
the church. 


An Italian paper contains the following in- 
formation with regard to the state of thc 
pope's health. ‘‘It is perfectly true,” it says, 
“ that the other night the pope had an intes- 
tinal disturbance which alarmed the Vatican. 
But it was not an unforeseen case. The pope 
had suffered for more than two years from 
intestinal inflammation, and the most eminent 
physicians were consulted in vain. The other 
evening the pope had gone to bed earlier than 
usual, after having drunk some warm bever-: 
age. He was rather fatigued and in pain. 
The doctor had visited him during the after- 
noon. At about 12:30 o'clock at night the 
cardinals in the antechamber, and the valet 
who was watching, were aroused by a loud 
ringing of the bell. They ran, and found the 
pope suffering from excruciating pains. The 
doctor was immediately sent for, and in a 
moment the whole Vatican was aroused. 
The severe pains lasted till 5 A.M., at which 
time the pope fell asleep for a short-time, but 
at 6 o'clock he determined to get up at all 
costs. For the next two days he received no 
one but his familiar friends and servants, 
who were deeply impressed -by the extreme 
pallor of his countenance.” At the next elec- 
tion the cardinals should see to it that they 
run & healthy man into office—one who will 
not be continually alarming the Vatican with 
** intestinal disturbances.” 
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Communications. 


The Church and Its Influence. 


fistianity was first under the power ‘of the 


nment, but in time it bent the government to 
$ purposes, and finally subverted it. Christians 
little think what they are doing when they. attempt 
to defend the Christianity of the present day. Mill- 
ionaire Christians and aristocratic churches are no 
more in keeping with the teachings of Jesus than the 
acts of the czar of Russia are in keeping with the 
"Déclaration of Independence. 
The pagan party was the most intellectual. It 
fsaerted that human knowledge could ony be ob- 


Ve AE to furnish man with all the sued it 
Was necessary for him to obtain. The baleful effects 
such teaching upon the destinies of the world can 
Hever be computed. 
* A belief that the Bible is the word of God, and 
will impart all the knowledge requisit for man to 
possess, has had a tendency to check human progress 
ii through the Christian centuries. 
tig seah belief which has caused the ministry to 
jà overrated both mentally and morally. 
i PR was the teaching of such doctrin which caused 
the beautiful Hypatia, who taught mathematics and 
pliilosophy to the wealthy and cultured classes of 
i exandria, to be murdered by a Christian mob and 
t in pieces, the flesh scraped from the bones and 
the-fragy ents burnt. For centuries the fate of this 


giand m an was held up as a warning to all who 
Should re to promulgate ideas of their own. The 
reat lillgry at Alexandria was burnt and the chain 


yhich li ted us with ancient science and literature 


was sev hed. From this time on everyone must 
think asild#dered by ecclesiastics. 

[In pr lof what I say I quote from a decree pro- 
inilgatetll ‘hy Theodosius, in the fourth century: 
* We-degtdi therefore, that all the writings which 
Porphyay igh anyone: else hath written against the 


ion, in possession of whomsoever they 
shall be committed to the fire.” And 
as a reason for the decree: “For we 


would ffer any of those things so much as to 
éome- it ag B ears which tend to provoke God to 
vin 


M offend the minds of the pious.” 

wv how free the people were to think 
nd how easy it was to cram the dog- 
jh down the throats of the people, I 
other clecree of the same emperor 
belief of the holy trinity. Those 
the doctrin of the trinity were not 
e condemnation of divine justice, 
malty which our authority, guided 
m, may think proper to inflict.” 


EC Justinian ordered all the schools 


ore the fall of man was made a state 
= zat] be seen how reason was ham- 
es of Christians in power. Be- 
' fore Adam ate the apple the strongest man could not 
hav_killed_him—with a cleaver. A cannon ball fired 
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against aut hav got the worst of it. Dyna- 
Wito” Y Bhled'off the other way. Strychnine 
hn a TOV. djmocuons as & drop of heaven's 


had not eaten the apple he 
sn among us to- -day hale and hearty, 
ji i hr aie? pg wou aed as rosy a lass as 
Fi ert 9,1] Bid ey could not hav 
Pegi dilted if been chopped up into mince- 
meat or roasted d "d afurnace. That fatal apple is all 
tliat lniedletcdl oari sirsippasents from being-amongst us 
&órdiyy sivithotit othestessts of age, decrepitude, or 
weink]d,outs Paes Gt Be’ damned." 
Sy eae been in “Sheol” before 
mel U hegtigio£o35" 9What a volume of history 
do caine Xo write, and how many 
diretto BA Vein To hos he might hav settled! 
Backe«wigomuihbaer aiti tirivel crammed down the 
WSA o pakake ° backed by the severest 


pulianiauo bad ed: e people into fools and 
setae Hate hes d MEN F T 
ME rye MC. 


Gnomy, in short, every 
n was made to square 
nightmare of Christian 
diit of the times and 
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d bend ee which the Christian re- 
Sg puto du cet ting, I will quote from St. 
f a ar the tout 
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ntury : “ I now beheld 

in E DIU Mg he mh ehm 

ene ieving as I did, my 

pu r ? dip Neds a farther in his holy 

DUM An Slo ij i upon the waters! 

RRT e "ge D , and Holy Ghost, 

SIME D n id igque depths of thy 

3 DOS r ein. The enemies 

Yosreniu M gge ement re, thou wouldst 
M MGR ADO tararedeadisyroxd. 

PAS UAE OLA ideansmeaWd seem to convey 

e impression spipuaipidastickleback was 

filled with the boly ghost. Very few men had more 


to do in molding the character of the veliureh: ‘than 
this Christian fungus. 

Better for the world if such bigots and tyrants had 
never lived. Such are the characters of the promul- 
gators of the Christian religion. .Even to-day we are 
not free from their influence. In magazines, histories, 
and encyclopedias, theological matters are referred to 
and written up by theologians, and are to be taken 
with a grain of allowance. They never write any- 
thing contrary to the faith which they preash. A 
belief in the Bible as the divine word of Gcd has 
been productiv of untold evils to the human race. A 
divine revelation admits of no change—no iwprove- 
ment. All new discoveries are a blasphemous prying 
into things which God would hav revealed to us if it 
had been for our good. 


God is a great giant with all the ignorance and 
brütality which characterized man when he was 
fashioned. He made a flat earth because his creators 
believed the earth to be flat. He made it in six days 
out of nothing, with all the trees and plants and 
animals pertaining thereto. The planets, stars, and 
sun were simply appendages to his flat earth, because 
man had not risen above such crude notions. Above 
the flat earth was heaven, below was a fiery hell 
where those who do not believe such holy nonsense 
can be eternally roasted. Man was made out of dust, 
and then God chloroformed him and took out a rib 
and made a woman, and that is the reason sheis such 
a soother. And then a snake treated them to an 
apple and they were condemned to labor and to 
death. One absurdity after another. If God in- 
spired somebody to write these foolish lies, then the 
author of Baron Munchausen ought to be deified. 
Such balderdash is a disgrace to human intelligence, 
much more to'a God. Such was the profound learn- 
ing of the men who wrote the Bible and fashioned 
its God. And to establish a belief in this divine 
wickumtweedle and oppose every improvement and 
fight every reform has been the work of the church. 


In proof of what I say I will call another witness 
to the stand—one of the fathers of the church of the 
fourth century—Lactantius. 
to receive the appellation of the Christian Cicero. 
He is going to tell what he knows about the rotund- 
ity of the earth. Listen: “Is it possible that men can 
be so'absurd as to believe that the grass and the 
trees on the other side of the earth hang downward, 
and that men hav their feet higher than their heads ? 
How could men on the other side of the globe see the 
Lord ascending in the air ?" 

This was very pious, if not very scientific. 
sets forth the learning of one who was noted for 
his erudition, what must hav been the condition of 
the masses? He knew nothing about the rotundity 
of this earth, or systems and universes, and cared 
less. Like other Christians of his day, it was enough 
for him to know “ Christ and him crucified.” 

Every rational thought was held as blasphemous. 
At the command of such pious cranks ancient philos- 
ophy and art and literature were suppressed, and for. 
nearly two thousand years these holy imbecils hav 
fought every new discovery, and hav thrown‘ their 
solid force against every improvement. Draper. 
says: “Since the party that had become dominant in 
the empire could not furnish works capable of com- 
peting with the great pagan authors, there’ arose a 


political necessity for the discouragement and the’ 


persecution of profane learning. The profession of 
philosophy had become dangerous, and it was made 
a state crime. In its stead there arose a passion for 
the marvelous—a spirit of superstition. Egypt ex- 
changed her great men, who had made her museum 
immortal, for bands of solitary monks and seques- 
tered virgins, with which she was overrun.” And 
farther, that “Christianity had modified paganism, 
and paganism had modified Christianity,” and that 
“no insignificant portion of the vast revenues found 
their way into the church. Men who, under the 
mask of zeal for the predominant faith, sought only 
the enjoyment of its emoluments.” 

Christian zeal and the love of filthy lucre form a 
strange compound, but the one is sure to be accom- 
panied by the other. Sam Jones and Talmage keep 
whacking away at the world’s greed, but always 
keep an eye on their salaries. 

The church has always opposed scientific investi- 
gation. The size of the earth was quite accurately 
ascertained three hundred years before the Christian 
era. Why was not the fact generally promulgated 
among Christians? If any new theory was brought 


out, especially in regard to astronomy, it was referred. 


to the church fathers, without any regard to facts, 
and there investigation ceased. Draper declares that 
* go great was the preference of sacred over profane 
learning that Christianity did not produce a single 
astronomer for fifteen hundred years.’ 

Is it surprising that Bruno was burnt, that Gali- 
leo was persecuted, that the most important scien- 


-tific records and books were destroyed by the 


church? What was science compared with the inter- 
ests of the church? What was human life worth 
when a thinker struck at the infallibility of the 
church and the holy fathers? Many of the murders 
and tortures of the Inquisition were inflicted to sup- 


He was so learned as. 


Tf this 


press thought, or to get thinkers out of the way 
entirely. : 

Long and hard did the.church struggle to retain 
its flat earth. The thought of a revolving world 
threw the church into a fit of hysterics. Heaven 
was up, hell was down; where would heaven and 
hell be if the earth revolved upon an axis? One 
starting off in the right direction for heaven might 
land in hell. When Gabriel blows his trump, how 
can those hear who are on the opposit side of the . 
earth? How can those on the opposit side of the 
earth “see the Lord in the air?’ ‘We hav always 
pointed “up” to heaven; if the earth revolves on an 
axis, how shall we know: "whether we are pointing to 
heaven or hell? “If the earth revolves, how did 
Joshua stop the sun and moon in their courses? For 


hundreds of years the church opposed such argu- . 


ments as these against astronomical science. 

The solar theory was quite well understood cent- 
uries before the dawn of the Christian era; the 
sun in the center, the planets—Mercury, Venus, | 
Earth, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn—revolving around 
him, and each supposed to rotate around an axis. 

Under this theory, the difficulty of the inconceiv- 
able velocity of the sun and fixed stars in revolving 
around the earth every twenty-four hours at once 
vanished. Astronomers, perceiving that the annual 
motion of the earth did not appear to affect the posi- 
tions of the fixed stars, drew very rational conclu- 
sions in regard to their great distances from the 
earth. These matters were understood by.a few, and 
discussed in a secret way, but the theory was met by 
the church and choked down by Gbyecugae as nar- 
rated. 

The fathers had dabbled in holy water until they 
were incapable of rising to a comprehension of a sys- 
tem of worlds. Some of these same objections 
against the solar theory were urged by the Inqui- 
sition when Galileo was summoned before that august 
body. 

Ii is not hard to sndurétand why science: went 


„limping and slipshod. Science is ever exploring new 


fields, ever making new discoveries, ever advancing. 
But how does this comport with the idea, which the 
church had fairly soaked into the heads of its dupes, 
that God had revealed to them all that it was good 
for them to know. The more the people could be 
kept in ignorance, the greater the power which eccle- 
siastics could wield, and the greater the amount of 
money which would flow into their coffers. Which- 
ever way science turned its piercing eye, its vision 
was bounded by the power of the church, whose car- 
dinal doctrin was that a perfect God had put into 
the hands of infallible men a universal guide-book, 
which contained the ultimatum of all that man should 
know—that it was far better to hav ignorance and 
chains and rags here than eternal hell-fire hereafter. 
The doctrin of infallibility, either of books or men, 
will one day be pushed to the wall. 

Even now it is ‘doubtful if the church has the 
power to drive science from the field. And the at- 
tempt to harmonize this heavenly guide-book with 
science is as silly as to attempt to make a lioness 
suckle a young lamb. 

* The project of Columbus met with deadly opposi- 
tion from the church. Its heretical tendencies were 
pointed out and condemned by the Council of Sala- 
manca. The writings of the holy fathers were 
quoted against it. The gospels, the psalms, and the 
prophecies were brought in requisition to show what 
an unholy undertaking it was. 

If the church had not been thwarted in its designs 
we should be living on a flat earth to-day, and, for 
aught we know, the wild Indians would hav remained 
the sole occupants of this glorious land of America. 

On the seventh day of September, 1522, the San 

Vittoria anchored near Seville, after a voyage of more 
than three years, having circumnavigated the globe. 
This was the beginning of the end. A thousand 
times had the church pronounced upon a flat earth ; 
as many times had it asserted its infallibility; but 
now thespinal cord of the arrogant old hag was para- 
lyzed. No longer couid she stand erect; henceforth 
she was doomed to crawl; the dogma of infallibility 
had turned to ashes. 
- The lie which she had so often told in the face of 
the world had been hurled back into her teeth. All 
the scripture which she had quoted to prove a flat 
earth showed that God had made a mistake. Even 
the story of old Joshua, the great planetary thimble- 
rigger, had ended in smoke. 

Priests might rave, popes might howl, but the flat 
earth was gone. God’s word had been impeached. 
Science had plugged up one hole in the ecclesiastical 
skimmer. There was no way to cover up the big lie 
which the church had been telling in the face of all 
the world, for a vessel had actually started west, un- 
der the command of one Magellan, and continued to 
sail in a westerly course, and had arrived home from 
the east. The most strenuous efforts of the church 
can no longer make the key of science fit the old 
ecclesiastical lock. St. Peter is sick; shut the door; 
close the blinds; the church is going to change its 
shirt. 

It would seem that writers hav not given due 
weight to the importance of this event. That single 
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voyage did more to break the spinal column of the 
church than any other one event. A mistake of an 
infallible God, or Bible, or church, strikes a fatal 
blow at the pretense. The church could no longer 
face the world and say that she had made no mis- 
take. She never recovered from the shock of that 
fatal voyage. From the day that the San Vittoria 


dropped her anchor on her return from that memo-- 


rable voyage the power and prestige of the church 
began to wane. l 
. Before the voyage of Magellan the Bible was 
quoted to prove a flat earth. Now the attempt is 
made to harmonize the scriptures with a globular 
earth, 

Has the Bible changed, or are a flat and round 
‘earth identical? Some Christian Moses ought to be 
able to lead us out of the wilderness of this dilemma. 
So in the beginning of the temperance agitation the 
Bible and the bottle were boon companions—the one 
was quoted in favor of the other, and many times 
the minister carried both. Now the Bible is all on 
the side of temperanoe. 

So in the early days of the antislavery movement 
the Bible was all on the side of slavery. Now there 
is nothing in it to uphold the institution. So in the 
time of the last war “the God of battles" was. 
particularly on “our side,” and to hear ministers 
quote scripture in their war sermons one would 
think that they had received a special telegram from 
“ headquarters" to let them know on which side of 
Mason and Dixon's line the Christian God roosted. 
Down in * Dixie" he was on the other side. 

“ He dodges in and dodges out, 
And leaves the people still in doubt; 
You cannot tell, to see his track, 
If going south or coming back.” 

In 1507 a Prussian, one Copernicus, wrote a book 
on the “Revolutions of the Heavenly Bodies." 
Knowing how fiercely the church had set its face 
against scientific enlightenment, and dreading its 
ferocious punishments, he postponed the publication 
of his book for thirty-six years. It was written in 
the most oonciliating style and courteous manner. 

Nothing was stated positivly. He even apologized 
to the church by stating that he had only written 
his book to see if by placing the sun in the center, 
and supposing the planets to revolve around him, a 
better solution of the revolution of celestial orbs 
could be found. 

The fate of the book was what might hav been ex- 
pected. It was prohibited by decree of the church, 
and denounced as that “false Pythagorean doctrin, 
contrary to scripture, and calculated to turn the 
attention away from God. It was better for men 
to keep their eyes on a book written by God, and 
secure heaven, than to turn their attention to books 
written by men and fall into hell.” 

The Christian of to-day will tell you that if he had 
lived in the time of Copernicus he would hav had no 
hand in his persecution, But the fact that the smoke 
of the battle between the church and the science of 
geology has not yet cleared away shows that the 
conflict is not yet ended. Every church-member 
will fight for his church. Whenever the ramshackled 
leaders giv the signal, all will act as butters, down to 
the smallest lambs in the flock. 

The mobs which murdered Lovejoy and sought 
the life of Garrison and others who struck for human 
rights were Christian mobs. The spirit which im- 
prisoned Bennett and Kneeland, and many others, 
was born of the church. Comstock, the human 
tiger, is sustained in his nefarious work by the power 
of the church. Nothing short of the cruel system of 
Christian training could transform a human being 
into such a monster. The boy’s description of his 
dog will apply equally well to Comstock and a great 
many other Christian persecutors—‘ one-half bull 
terrier and the other half common dog.” 

The howl of Talmage against what he was pleased 
to call the Infidelity of Theodore Parker has not 
' yet died away; nor is the carnivorous disposition 
which lie manifested toward Colonel Ingersoll yet 
forgotten. 

Persecution and: proscription will never cease as 
long as men are taught to regard the barbarous 
teachings of the Bible as holy. : doux PECX. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
rr 


Among the Mountains of Montana. 


This land is all that my imagination had painted. 
All my life hav I desired to see the Rocky Moun- 
tains, and now I look out on their snow-capped sum- 
inits on this 6th day of September, as I sit writing 
this. For nearly a week I hav been living on beauti- 
ful and sublime scenery, with three square meals on 
the Northern Pacific dining-car thrown in. 

Jo do full justice to the long journey I hav just 
had would require a book. I think I hear some of 
your readers say, “ Don’t.” Well, I won't. 

Hitherto I hav had to be content with descriptions 
of this wonderland—there, there, PIF not tantalize 
you, but I almost seem to be bubbling, like the hun- 
dreds of mountain streams which I hav seen. 

The air is full of Liberalism—this pure mountain 
air. Cattle on a thousand hills, and the Lord does 


not own one of them. As our train sped by I saw 
flocks of sheep which made me wish for a peaceful 
pastoral life. 

I was greeted by a good audience, notwithstanding 
the inclemency of the night. Judging by my last 
night's reception, I will hav a successful season in 


| Butte, a city which I am told numbers twenty thou- 


sand. I then will be in Bozeman for à month. Our 
poetic friend, Putnam, has done good service in this 
region. The Secular Union can do no better than to 
reelect him secretary. He is à live worker. That is 
just what Liberalism needs. I am rejoiced to see the 
fraternal spirit that exists among our lecturers. 


| Such is the “ gospel” of Liberalism; its tendency is 


toward universal good-will as well as universal men- 
tal liberty. ; l 

Yesterday forenoon I went to hear the Catholic 
priest preach. He gave a very able discourse against 
Atheism, Infidelity, Protestantism, and heathenism. 
I felt sorry for our Protestant friends, on account of 
their being found in suéh company. The Catholic 
preacher told us that Protestants are not Christians, 
but really Infidels. There is only one true church, 
and that is the Catholic. The gentleman is an elo- 
quent speaker, and at some of his hits on the Prot- 
estant ministers the people laughed loudly. Yes, 
Catholicism is logical Christianity. 

From time to time I will drop you a few lines to 
let you know of the progress here. 

Butte, Montana, : 


——— —49-999— ——— —- 
Knights of Labor, 


So it appears Powderly has had the ambition to 
answer a double purpose in the great enterprise he 
still so activly leads—giving occasion for the quota- 
tion ranking him with Cesar: : 

Why, man, he doth bestride this narrow world 

Like & huge colossus— : 
that is, the world of the great agitation of the work 
shop. He not only seeks to mobilize labor, giving 
its thousands compact organisms, and with watch- 
words, countersigns, and disciplin render them an 
effectiv, nimble power, ready to advance or retire 
where and whenever in his wisdom he may see fit, 
but, greater still, doing so all for the glory of God 
and the holy Catholic church; thus enabling him to 
call to his aid all the saints in the calendar, from the 
first in the sacred register to the last name on the 
holy roster of the canonized; and, as auxiliaries to 
them, all of the hosts of heavenly cherubim and ser- 
aphim, as led by archangel Michael, when, panoplie 
in shining arms, he moved them 


In square, in crescent, and in phalanx firm, 
victoriously against the embattled legions of 
Auld Hornie, Satan, Nick, or Clootie, 
and sent them, beaten, down, down to sheol, 


Whaur damnéd deevils roar and yell, 
Chained to a stake. 


Great is Powderly of the Knights of Labor, and 
Pope Pius is his prophet! But, great though he is, 
in undertaking so much he will fail. That is, he will 
fail as an individual, while the cause he now leads 
will go on, adding to its vitality and directing power 
until labor, worthily marshaled, shall hav an acknowl- 
edged status in the commonwealth, perhaps be the 
principal factor in the management of the govern- 
ment. To that end, at least, my humble endeavors 
will point. 

It may be said, Powderly might at least be spared 
the ridicule of the railer, the mortification of his com- 
ing defeat being enough and to spare in the premises. 
That certainly ought to hav weight in discussing an 
ordinary failure, but, under the circumstances, repro- 
bation cannot be too strongly expressed, especially so 
when using the columns of a paper the aim of which 
is the overthrow of the power of the church the 
offender seeks to advance. It must be remembered, 
too, that in seeking to drag the master from his ped- 
estal I would pull down an idol which I had placed 
in the pantheon of my best aspirations. So great 
was my admiration for the man that I thought of 
sending for a lithograph likeness of him. I had the 
fullest confidence in his capacity as & leader. 
was to me the right man in the right place; a man 
who, above all others, I could point to with pride as 
the man of the hour in the position he now occupies, 
general master workman of the Knights of Labor. 

And here I am made to pause appalled at the hint, 
which, like a slimy reptile of the stagnant marsh, 
slides into mental view suggested by dwelling on the 
treason theme I hav been discussing. What if 
Henry George or John Swinton, the noblest Romans 
of them all, should—away with the foul thought! 

I can imagin a man of transcendent qualities un- 
bosoming himself in humble deference to another, 
seeking to share his sympathy in his efforts to for- 
ward an enterprise entered into for the general good. 
Merit and humility are not, as are vice and virtue, an- 
titheses. To submit to a friend the innermost work- 
ings of an organized movement, the members of 
which had honored him by his selection as their 
chief, might be justifiable, even when under a vow of 
secrecy. Torquemada, of the Spanish Inquisition, 


W. F. Jamieson. 


He. 


= 
may hav had his adviser; so, too, Diego Deza; so 


also Cardinal Jeminez Cisneros; so Adrian Flor- 
encia, all of whom, in their obedience to the holy 
father, so liberally furnished victims for the glory 
and honor of the church of St. Peter. Why, then, 
deny to Powderly the same privilege? Like the 
worthies above named his first duty he felt was to 
the pope. If not advancing the glory and honor of 
the church, the organization above all others owning 
his allegiance, his elevation to the leadership of the 
Knights of Labor was as nothing. He sought the 
bishop, whom, above all others as authority, he was 
bound to be guided by as an aspirant for church 
honors, hopeful of having the organization he led 
&cknowledged as an appanage of popedom and be 
bestowed upon him as the youngest son of the royal 
ecclesiastical family of Christendom. ’Rah for Powd! 

The public is informed that the great secular 
acolyte will issue his first * message" to the order at 
the coming convention. Pronunciamento, perhaps, 
ought to hav been the preferred word; or, better 
still, encyclical letter. 

To come down to the brass, I am inclined to think 
that the disclosure made by Stevens will prove to be 
anything but & boom for the grand master; that in- 
stead of.a reélection to the dignity he has thus far, 
without doubt, so well maintained, he will find him- 
self relegated to the ranks, giving hinr occasion to 
take the cue of the archbishop of Shakespere (or 
Bacon) and exclaim: 

O Knights of Labor! had I served the cause 
With half the zeal I sought to serve the pope, 
You would not thus hav left me naked 

To mine enemies. 

* A man’s first duty is to the church” is the fallacy 
par excellence of the priesthood, and doubtless was 
the string harped upon by Powderlys pal, the 
bishop; and in proportion to the degree of the in- 
fluence exercised on the Knights of Labor would be 
the swag falling as share. to the altar, strengthening 
the theocratic element in the government of the 
nation, an element idle, ravenous, cruel. 

Another fallacy well sustained by the common mind 

finds expression in the words, “ A man's first duty is 
to his family.” In a proper state of society there 
would be no need of extra personal endeavor to meet 
wants, a practical realization of the central motto of 
the Knights of Labor making all workers equal 
claimants on life's necessaries. “An injury to one is 
the concern of all” makes common claims to man, 
woman, and child slike. In our present hetero- 
geneous methods of life, claims -are restricted, only 
the grabber having the ticket that insures a seat at 
the table of plenty—the cunning grabber or the 
muscular one—all others must deferentially stand 
back waiting for the crumbs. To giv a man a hun- 
dred millions for recognized services while another is 
apportioned merely a stinted eae acl the un- 
finished condition of our system. hile the idiotic 
theory is maintained that brain work, as it is called, 
should giv the individual an unlimited supply, just so 
long will so much of what is needed by the ungifted 
many be withheld to glut the minority. There is no 
feature of civilization that calls for the wisdom that 
comes of discussion more than does this. While the 
diocy holds sway, suffering, misery, injustice, will 
boom; the ash-barrel will be ransacked for food; the 
tenement, the basement, the poorhouse, and the jail 
resorted to for shelter; while rags will clothe the 
body, and ignorance and beastly superstition will 
rule the mind. 

A man’s first duty is to the community. That is 
the true sentiment. Charity is a snare; the altar a 
foolishness; heaven a fraud in view of the claims of 
life. What need is there of charity in a land teeming 
with plenty? Whygenuflect and maunder before an 
altar when science stands ready to open up the secrets 
of her stores? Why dream of the unknowable when 
the knowable can be so delightfully realized? 

Why this longing, why forever sighing 
For the far off, the unattained and dim, 

While around thee the beautiful is lying, 
Offering up its low perpetual hymn ? 


I would close here but for a question suggested by 
the words, the “ungifted many." Is not brain work, 
as understood, the result of the school-house more 
than it is due to individual aptitude? If so, then 
education empties out that very empty argument in 
favor of high salaries. So much are we the victims 
of old-time fallacies that we deferentially uncap to 
authority, shouting when the Cæsar of the ballot- 
box passes, and falling back at the movement of the 
baton wielded by the mound of brawn buttoned and 
starred for easy recognition, yclept a cop How 
much we need Saint George—I mean Henry—to slay 
that dragon of the city, at least to keep it in its 
proper place. Giv us Henry George as mayor of the 
city. Here endeth the present lesson. And now 
may the grace of God and the fellowship of the holy 
spirit be with you and abide with you till election 
day. Amen. . J. M. 

Le Roy, N. Y. 

—— —9-$-9——-—————— 
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The American Secular Anion. 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, President. 
Vice-Presidents: 
Horace SEAVER, 
WILLIAM ALGIE, 
. ROBERT C. ADAMS, 
" ÜTrrus L. Brown, 
HELEN H. GARDENER. 
COURTLANDT PALMER, Treas., 


BAMOEL P. PUTNAM, Sec., 


33 Clinton Place, New York. 850 Broadway, New York. 
CHARLES B. REYNOLDS, E. M. MACDONALD, 
Chair, Ex. Com. Chair. Fin. Com. 


The Campaign Fund. 


Previously acknowledged....................... esses À 
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E. Carpenter.................. ; 1.25 


J. G. Rodman................. . 5.00 
David Ferguson.............. eese ee y 4.50 
John- Rigging... eov voe conse aere ca eae Enea ern oS epp vY 1.00 
WEE SA dams. eoeeeecc etre serene leno essare epoca 5 5.00 

"'Otàl. rengse sete sene eo eere ce ex e aea vau $3,307.58 


Call for the Tenth Annual Congress. 


T^ the Auxiliary Secular Unions and to all Oiti- 
zens of the United States and Canadas who 
support the Nine Demands of Liberalism: 


You are invited to attend the Tenth Annual Con- 
gress of the American Secular Union, to be held in 
New York city, at Chickering Hall, Fifth avenue and 
18th street, on November 11th, 12th, and 13th, and 
also on Sunday evening, the 14th, a lecture by Col. 
Robert G. Ingersoll, which concludes the Congress. 

Pursuant to a vote of the last Congress, notice is 
hereby given that the following amendments to the 
constitution of the Union will be acted upon: 1. To 
reduce the fee for life-membership from $25 to $10. 
2. Or, on payment of $10 by applicant for member- 
ship, to authorize the secretary to issue ten-year 
membership certificates, with all the privileges of 
life-membership during that time. 3. Whenever a 
man or woman has taken out annual membership 
certificates for three or five consecutiv years, such 
person thereafter on payment of annual-membership 
fee to possess the privilege of life-membership. 

The Congress will also be called upon to consider 
measures for carrying on the work of Freethought, 
and securing the adoption of such laws by the various 
state governments and by the national government, 
as shall make the United States thoroughly Secular, 
and the repeal of all laws now on the statute-books 
which conflict with the Nine Demands of Liberalism. 

Local auxiliary Unions are entitled by the Union 
constitution to five representativs in the Congress— 


_ the president and secretary and three delegates. All 


charter-members and life-members, all vice-presidents, 
all chairmen of state executiv committees, are entitled 
to seats and votes in the Congress. Annual mem- 
bers are entitled to seats but not votes, except by 
permission of the Congress. 

It is hoped that every auxiliary Union will send a 
full delegation to the Congress, and that every Free- 
thinker in the United States and Canada, who can, 
will be present. 

Per order of board of directors: 

R. G. Inezrsorn, President, 
SAMUEL P. Purnam, Secretary. 
CounTLANDT PAnMER, Treasurer. 
Cnannzs B. Rxyworps, Ch. Ex. Com. 
E. M. Macponatp, Ch. Fin. Com. 
— —9—9—9—— — — —  — 
News and Notes. 


As I stepped from the train at Cromwell, Iowa, I 


` was greeted by those good friends, F. I. Green and 


Jacob Geier, who helped me fire some of the first 
guns of the campaign, when the “winds of March 
were blowing,” and a big snow-storm came. It was 
summer now, and the skies were fair. 

F. I. Green is one of our best workers in this part 
of the country. He is a true Infidel, and he keeps 
things a-going. When the opportunity offers he 
pours hot shot into the enemy’s camp. Through his 
efforts Remsburg has been before me in this field 
and done his usual effectiv work, and I found myself 
ina oe Vis atmosphere. I went to the farm-house 
of Mr. Geier, and found everything comfortable, and 
I enjoyed the quiet and luxury. Close by his house 
is a beautiful grove, and in it swings a hammock, and 
I found a delicious retreat from the hot sun, which, 
when I arrived, was pouring down its burning rays. 
Here I slept and dreamed amid the shadows and the 
music, and as I gazed upon the effulgent landscape 
about me I might imagin that I was amid the “ isles 
of Greece,” and that I'had come to some lovely 
temple and haunted wood. Mr. and Mrs. Geier are 
stanch Liberals, and so also are the little children, 
George and Mattie Geier, and the baby also, with its 
sweet face and bright eyes, whose name is Edna 
Elizabeth; and I will put it on the roll, that she may 
hereafter see in the columns of Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
how early she was on the campaign list. And Miss 
Hattie Babbitt belongs also to the same company. 
Although she has yet considerable Methodist fervor 
and, like the old preacher, is inclined to come out on 
the Lord's “side,” yet she has too much sympathy 
with the sunshine and flowers to remain in the under- 


ground of orthodoxy with its showers of grace. So 
we had a good Freethought circle, and, Mr. Green 
being with us, the tide of time was brilliant, not 
only with the descending sun, but with the glow of 
reason and progress, and thus with a hearty supper 
the “inner man” was amply prepared to meet the 
onset of the “evangelicals,” who had just pitched 
their tent in Cromwell, and were preaching and pray- 
ing and singing to keep away the “devil,” as they 
termed the Freethought lecturer. However, the hall 
was full, although the black clouds began to sweep 
the sky and it looked like rain, and ‘this threatening 
aspect prevented many coming from a distance. By 


morning the clouds had full sway and rolled heavily 


over, and the rain came down as if it meant to make 
up for its long absence. By night, Wednesday, Sept. 
8th, the roads were quite muddy and the heavens 


still dark. The lights gleamed fitfully in the flutter- | 


ing tent of the “evangelicals,” and Christians were 
few and far between, while our hall was more than 
half full, in spite of the gloomy weather. Mrs. 
Almeda Green, the mother of F. I. Green, from whom 
he got so much fire of Liberalism, and her sister, 
Mrs. Theresa Trueman, and her daughter, a bright 
young Liberal—all these came twelve miles to attend 
the lecture. This shows what & woman can do when 
she makes up her mind, and such are the women that 
giv glory and inspiration to the work of Freethought 


and make victory certain. Although my audience was | - 


not large, I enjoyed speaking to so earnest a number 
of Liberals, and I feel that Cromwell givs a good 
sign for our cause. Dr. Bailey, Mr. Johnson, Mr. 
Cressell, James Beck, Mr. Wright, and others are 
generous supporters of Freethought, and it will 
always be a delight to me to come to this camping- 
ground. Rain or shine, I know our banners will fly. 

On from Cromwell via freight trains, etc., I come 
to Leon; and here I find that dauntless pioneer, 
John L. Long, who keeps up a lively campaign in 
Decatur county, although his forces are not very nu- 
merous—but they are constantly increasing.:. He 
took me out to Pine Grove Farm, his home, which is 
a kind of Freethought paradise, with his wife and 
three children to grace it, who are bright as sun- 
beams. The little baby was born since I was here 
last spring, and it was a delight to take the wonder- 
ful child in my arms and try to read the message of 
its beautiful eyes. Babies know so much—if they 
only would or could tell all they see! I do like ba- 
bies, no matter how much they cry. They hav a 
right to cry. Are they not born Infidels and rebels? 
I rejoice in their spunk, and that they make things 
lively until suited. and justice is done to their '* de- 
mands.” I wish we older Liberals could keep up as 
splendid a campaign as these tiny revolutionists who 
are soon masters of the situation. I believe in the 
baby, and in the music of its lungs. If it were not 
for the babies, what miserable conservativs we all 
should be! If it were not for their smiles and dim- 
ples and innocent eyes, where should we get courage 
for the battle of life? 

Ilectured Thursday evening in the school-house at 
Whitehall It was full, and “The New Heaven and 
Earth" was, I believe, the first Freethought lecture 
ever given in this place. I spent the night with W. 
E. Gammon, who is one of our pioneers in this coun- 
try. Helivsat Eden Prairies Farm. This township 
was called Eden by the first settlers from Missouri 
because it was so beautiful and wild honey was so 
&bundant. Mr. Gammon has been a citizen here for 
over thirty years. He has reared a good family of 
Liberals—five daughters and a son. One of his 
daughters is the wife of friend Long, and we can see 
what a temple of Freethought his home must be, 
with so much heredity in his favor. 

The next day, Friday, September 10th, was one of 
the loveliest days of the season. The rains had 
made everything fresh and clean, and the atmosphere 
was shining like silver, and the earth was gemmed 
with mingling gold and emerald. The trees were 
glistening as if their thousand leaves had been 
touched with diamonds, and softest music flowed 
from the immeasurable brightness. It was a day for 
dreams, for happy dreams; and dream I did, and 
air-castles came and went to the rhythm of my en- 
chanted soul. 

In the evening I lectured at the opera house at 
Leon, which was nearly full. Those who came lis- 
tened attentivly to what I had to say. A Secular 
Union will be formed here, and with the earnest 
friends engaged in it there will be effectiv work. 
The Long brothers, all stanch Liberals; Mr. Gam- 
mon; Mr. Allpaugh; Mr. Hall; Mr. Garrettson, 
whose hospitality I also enjoyed, and others, to- 
gether with their families, all of the best men and 
women of the community, will surely make Free- 
thought in this place and vicinity a great moral and 
social power, as well as intellectual illumination. 

I am now at Ottumwa, a bright and busy place 
with a fine Liberal element and a growing organiza- 
tion, which includes both Spiritualists and Material- 
ists, and is at the front of reform and progress, tak- 
ing in all that is humanitarian. I arrived here Satur- 
day and was met by our cordial coworker, William 
Lindsey, who is always ready with heart and hand 
for the service of freedom. I lectured here Sunday 


| morning and evening to good houses. I was intro- 
: duced by my old friend, R. L. Tilton, who is one of 
the leading citizens of Ottumwa. We all know the 
Tilton family and what bright Freethought blood 
and brain they hav. Tilton and I used to go to: 

8 cool together ta Pembroke, N. H. Ah! the won- 

derful days when I first went to that academy! I 
was a dreamy youth then, and all the world was 
music. The glorious autumn hours went by on 
wings of fire. It was a rare delight to sit with my 
old friend, and, after ten thousand hardships, talk 
over those school-boy days and recall the paradise of 
! youth, as living to-day as ever in the magic halls of 
memory. I like Ottumwa. Our friends work on in 
spite of many discouragements. Mr. and Mrs. W. F. 
McCarroll are our courageous leaders here. They 
never giv up, whatever may be the fortune of war. 
The standard is never lowered, and from year to 
year it advances and hights of progress are gained. 
And generous co-laborers with these are Mrs. 
Phillips, Mr. Bolton, Mr. Wagg, Mr. Winn, Mrs. 
Peters and Mr. Clay Peters, Mrs. Millersack, Mrs. 
Rosenkrans. and others; and with such supporters of 
the cause it cannot fail. 

I was pleased to meet Mrs. Cramer, daughter of 
Mrs. Rice, of “Lone Ranch,” Longmont, Col., 
where I spent some happy hours, and thus Iowa and ` 
Colorado were linked in pleasant association. | 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Kilby, Miss Phoebe MeCar- 
roll Miss Edna Douglass, Mrs. Emma Kilby, fur- 
nished delightful singing for the meetings, and I 
must thank them for giving me such glorious in- 
gpirations to say the best I could. 

Miss Katie Kemm recited * Why Don't He Lend a 
Hand?” and what greater pleasure can there be than - 
i to hav the music of one's own heart thus felicitously ` 
expressed in the skillful interpretation of another's 
mind and voice? 

It was my pleasure to announce that Professor 
Peck and Mrs. Lake would lecture at Ottumwa the 
next two Sundays. I rejoice that these untiring re- 
formers are still at work, and “ring out the old, ring 
in the new,” with merry music and mystic readings 
of the inmost heart of man and woman. They hav my : 
warmest wishes for success in their arduous labors. 

As I jumped off the train at Cedar Rapids, where . 
I was obliged to stay all night on my way to West 
Union, I was heartily greeted by Warren Goddard, a 
Taura Srexer subscriber, who was on the lookout to 
waylay me as I crossed his track, and he made my 
sojourn at a strange place quite pleasant. He was 
formerly of North Platte, where I was in the Unit- 
arian pioneer. service, and his wife used to attend 
my meetings there. So we could talk over old times. - 
I also met Mr. Bedner, another subscriber, and I 
hope that friends will some time arrange for a lecture 
at this point, for I hav no doubt there is a large 
Liberal element in Cedar Rapids. 

Another surprise awaited me. I came across, at 
the opera house, my old friend Gustave - Frankel, 
who is in the full flush of professional success, and is 
winning golden opinions as one of the best actors on 
the stage. He has made a brilliant hit, and may fort- 
une attend him, for he deserves it. He comes of 
that splendid radical family, the Frankels, of New- 
ark, of which Joe Frankel is a member, who is 
known as one of the founders and first president of 
the Newark Liberal League: It was pleasant in the 
romantic world of art to thus greet the Infidel 
brother, whom you thought a thousand miles away. 
Hurrah for fate, I say! It does us a good turn now 
and then. 

I am at this moment speeding to West Union. I 
lecture there this evening and two following even- 
ings, and at Chebanse next Sunday, Sept. 19th. I 
shall be at Chicago until Sept. 26th; at Belding, 
Mich. Sept. 28th, 29th; at West Union, Ohio, 
Oct. Ist, 2d, 3d; and at New York, Oct. 4th. 

' . BawuEL P. Purwaw. 
B. C. & W. R. R., Sept. 14, 1886. 
———— 99-4 9—— — ——— 


An Important Matter Explained. 

To tHE Epiror or Tue Taurg Serger, Sir: In 
noting the discontinuance of Mr. Appleton’s edito- 
rials in Liberty, and the cause thereof, you say: “Mr. 
Tucker goes at the state; Mr. Appleton at authority 
per se.” This does not correctly state the difference 
between Mr. Appleton and myself. The article in 
which I announced the change in Mr. Appleton’s re- 
lations to Liberty contained this sentence: “ Lib- 
erty’s position [and my own, of course] is that, of 
the really serious and important acts of invasion of 
individual sovereignty, at least nine-tenths are com- 
mitted by organized state governments, or through 
privileges granted by them, and that the govern- 
mental idea, with the state as its principal embodi- 
ment, is the efficient cause of almost all our social 
evils.” Since I assail the governmental idea, my bat- 
tle, no less than Mr. Appleton’s, is against authority 
per se. The real differenee between us is this: I 
hold the state to be the necessary, principal, and 
almost sole instrument of authority, and so make it 
the center of my attack; while Mr. Appleton holds 
that authority exercises most of its power outside of 
the state, and so fights on other lines. 

Boston, Sept. 19, 1886. Bens. R. Tuoxer, 
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The God of Civilization. 


It is part of. the business of the church to hold up 
the heathen to pity ; to picture him as worshiping 
false gods; to send missionaries to reclaim him and 
turn him to the worship of “our” God, the only 
original God. Let me premis my remarks by 
denying the right of church people to impute 

^to any or all dissenters egotism, intellectual 
vanity, and a desire to appear superior to the 
millions who adhere to religion. If a man, led by 
his natural gift of reason, attempts to inquire into 
the “scheme of salvation,” and asks reasonable ques- 
tions in regard thereto, instead of receiving a valid 
reply, he is called conceited and puffed up with his 
own importance for daring to doubt the infallibility 
of scripture doctrins. 

As the church has recently taken a bold stand in 
its menacing attitude toward labor organizations, it 
may not be amiss to open its book and ‘glance at its 
claim to divinity, to truth; and to its claim of author- 
ity in matters carnal as well as spiritual. 

The ancient heathens, moved by an impulse of awe 
at the immensity of creation, created out of their 
imaginings various gods, to whom were given all 
the attributes of divinity, and before whom they 
bowed with real feelings of superstitious worship just 
the same as Christians to-day bow before their only 
original God. Now, it is to the relativ merits of the 
heathen gods and the God of civilization that I de- 

‘sire to call especial attention. Most heathen gods 
were modeled from animals. Few hav a “scheme 
of salvation ;’ but, coming in direct and personal con- 
‘tact and intercourse with their gods, the only requi- 
sits to propitiation appear to hav been self-immola- 
tion and abasement. The God of civilization also 
appears to hav an animal as its model, and it is 
surely a small compliment to man that he was 
the unfortunate animal selected. Not in the most 
barbaric age of the world, nor in its bloodiest and 
most cruel epoch, has there lived a man capable of the 
' atrocities and the eternal cruelties which characterize 
the God of civilization and the Bible. 

It is beyond human credulity that any revenge, 
hate, and malice which ever actuated any man would 
follow his victim beyond the penalty of death. 

Yet here we hava God given to us of whom itis re- 
corded that he did, with maliee aforethought, create 
millions of beings, knowing full well that a large pro- 
portion of them would be cast into an eternal hell. 
But, however, being moved to a little pity, he de- 
taches & part of himself and sends it down to be 
born of the Virgin Mary; to be crucified, dead, and 
buried; and to ascend to heaven and to sit on his 
right hand to be the judge of the quick and the dead. 
And this God is claimed to be the creator of the uni- 
verse! It is an insult to the great creativ cause 

of life. No God of that description had any part in 
the creation of the universe. 

Again, we may ask, How is it possible for the 
creator to hav & cause for anger and hatred of any- 
thing in the wide domain of his creation?  Admit- 
ting, for the sake of argument, that he could get 
angry, what particular benefit accrues to him by 
eternally roasting millions of poor devils that he 
made and making a heaven for the saintly minority 
who were smart enough to accept the Bible and be- 
lieve in it? The absurdity of the “scheme” ought 
to be apparent at once when we remember that the 
author of all things could with a wave of his hand 
blot out from the face of the earth all misbelievers, 
and in their stead create a race that would eternally 
worship him and sing his praises. Again, we meet the 
more monstrous absurdity that such omnipotence 
made us to crawl before him, to flatter him in one 
breath and in the next to tell him what a poor, mis- 
erable job he made of it when he manufactured us; 
and that we don’t think much of this world that he 
gave us to liv in anyhow, but are making great reck- 
oniug on the next one, and want to go there terribly 
bad—but if it is all the same to him we would a 
* Jeetle" rather stay here just as long as possible, as 
bad and wicked as it is. Now, between the gods of 
the heathen and the God of the Bible, we think the 
former the more sensible of the two. They hav no 
red tape, no preliminary formalities, no savior, pope, 
or priest to conciliate or to fee, but the communica- 
tion is direct, and the spiritual satisfaction just as 
ample. Both are the outcome of superstitious fear, 
and are relicsof theignorant past. Botharecrumbling 
to decay before the dawn of reason's sun, which, illu- 
minating the conscience of men, will teach that to 
deserve a better world than this we must not decry 
it, but, unfolding its hidden beauties, its harvests, its 
fruits, so fix the social economy of our lives that all 
may partake thereof and be led to say: “Lo! that 
which we called hell is a heaven indeed. Nature is a 
generous giver—why niggards we?” 

Nature is the direct handiwork of the almighty 
creator, and, if we would be in accord with him, we 
must find a charity in our hearts as broad and uni- 
versal as the bounty of nature. 

Creeds are cold and formal avowals of belief; 
prayers are selfish petitions born of fear. Neither of 
them inspire the heart with love—a love that impels 

a tear of pity for the oppressed and suffering ones of 


earth. Injustice, political and social, may wreak its 
venom upon thousands; by scores they may drop into 
premature graves; but the church bells toll on, the 
litany is read, the sin is confesséd, forgivness assured, 
and not hand or voice is raised to succor those whose 
lives are but dark and painful pilgrimages to the 
oblivion of death. 

Religion should be love, but, alas! it is hate and 
malice and all uncharitableness. Each one looks out 
for himself. Each church is jealous of the other. 
Divided by differing creeds, they denounce one an- 
other. Each claims to hav the direct and onlyroute to 
heaven, forgetting that heaven is a condition and not 
a locality. The echo of the cold, formal tones of the 
preachers and priests sounds the knell of hope to the 
oppressed, and tells them too well of the hollow 
mockery of the profession. Ww. ALLEN SMITH, 

0 


Our London Letter. 


In the current number of prophet Baxter's Chris- 
tian Herald, portraits and biographies of Sam Jones 
and his assistant, Sam Small, are given; and, if the 
portraits are correct, these two professional revivalists 
appear to be smart Yankees who would make their 
money out of any particular line of business they 
fancied embarking upon. According to their biogra- 
pher, they appear to hav been a couple of abandoned 
scoundrels, and, as is usually the case, hav conse- 
quently turned out to be unexceptionally eminent 
Christians. I don’t know how it is, but if one is to 
go by the published accounts of those who are most 
fitted for everlasting glory, it is absolutely neces- 
sary to previously plunge into the lowest depths of 
infamy to attain any great degree of future happiness 
or to be of any good to one’s fellow-creatures here. 
It is rather hard on a clean-living and peaceable indi- 
vidual that he is not likely to do any good to himself 
or anyone else either here or hereafter. 

According to the biographical sketch, Jones pos- 
sesses the eloquence of earnestness and action, the 
fire and glow of passion, surprises of thought, 
the wit, humor, ridicule, irony, sarcasm, invectiv, pa- 
thos, sympathy, love, humanity, and faith, besides 
the calling, spirit, gift, courage, directness, sympathy, 
faith, fervor, and flexibility, of a true evangelist; and 
then, to illustrate all these happy attributes, it givs a 
series of his stock anecdotes, which are just the same 
sort of thing all children who hav ever been sent to 
Sunday-school hav brought before their notice in 
little pamphlets. I remember reading these identical 
anecdotes years ago, and I quite fail to see any par- 
ticular genius required or displayed in dragging such 
senseless anecdotes forward ; but those who appreci- 
ate them are fond of the old, old story, and it would 
‘be too great a strain on their weak and small modi- 
cum of brains to listen to any new and original anec- 
dote. 

The same paper contains an interesting account of 
the result of faith on the part of Mrs. Susan Teeple, 
of Hotchkissville, United States, who broke her leg in 
1866, had bronchitis and lung disease for many years, 
and was taken to bed in 1878, where she lay for three 


and a half years without moving. Just recently a 


brother went to the mercy-seat for her, with the 
result that, after twelve and one-half years dumb- 
ness, she suddenly recovered her voice, the lung dis- 
ease disappeared, and the leg was all right again, and 
the staff on which she had to lean while walking was 
given to Brother Davis (address not mentioned), who 
will no doubt testify to the above work of fiction. 

Miss Ross, of Maungatua, who has been confined 
to her bed for sixteen years, had an interview on Au- 
gust lst with a faith-healing medium, who ordered 
her to get up, which she at once did without the 
slightest difficulty. If such was the case, I should 
be inclined to believe she had been suffering from 
sixteen years' chronic laziness. 

George Muller has just published his annual report 
of the orphanages of which he was the founder, from 
which it appears that since 1834 he has received the 
sum of £1,086,507, which he maintains was sent him 
solely in answer to prayer, totally ignoring his skil- 
ful method of advertising. He and his wife are mak- 
ing a tour of the world, and as he professes never to 
hav used any of the money sent him for the support 
of the orphans, it must be presumed that the Lord 
has opened a special account for his traveling ex- 
penses. 

Grattan Guinness, who is great at the prophetic 
business, has published a book recording the signs of 
the approaching end of the age, and the speedy ad- 
vent of Christ, but as the author charges a good sum 
for his books, it does not appear that he anticipates 
a very early advent, or he would not be so desirous 
of making such a respectable income and provision 
for his old age as he is now doing. But professional 
prophets only write for other people, and can scarcely 
be expected to believe their own tales. 

What a nuisance missionaries and chaplains sta- 
tioned abroad make of themselvs! One of them hav- 
ing been expelled from France for sending an address 
of condolence to the Duc d'Aumale, lately exiled, has 
tried through his friends to persuade the English 
government to take up the matter, and, to satisfy his 
wounded pride, would only be too happy to see the 


two nations at loggerheads. These persons hav such 
a vast sense of their own importance that they can 
not understand it when they are put on the same 
footing as other citizens or aliens. Christian mis- 
sionaries hav been one of the greatest curses of the 
world. The evil caused by the drink traffic, though 
considerable, is comparativly nothing as against the 
other. Blood: has ever followed in their footsteps, 
and if of late years the mischief has not been as great 
as formerly, it is not because of absence of the will 
but of the power. J. D.. 
London, Sept. 6, 1886. 
to 
Lectures and Meetings. 


J. E. Remssure has delivered thirty lectures in Minnesota 
and Wisconsin, and is now at work in Iowa. Large audi- 
ences greet him at nearly every place. One of the most 
successful meetings he has yet held was at Green Bay, Wis., 
Sept. 10th. The arrangements for this meeting were made by 
George Chamberlain, a veteran, seventy-eight years of age. 


Mz. J. L. Anprew writes: ‘‘ As I shall remain in the East 
until about Oct. 7th, I am desirous of lecturing in as many 
places as possible. All who desire Liberal lectures in their 
community may address me in care of Tug TRUTH SEEKER. 
I am also desirous of making a tour through Michigan, Ohio, 
Indiana, and Illinois. Liberals in these states may address 
me in care of Mr. Samuel Devenbaugh, Brimfield, Noble 
co., Ind.” 

W. F. Jannzson is stirring up the Christians out in Mon- 
tana. He has sent a challenge to the Rev. Jacob Ditzler, 
D.D., who happened to be traveling in Montana, and whom 
Jamieson has not met since their famous debate eight years 
ago in Kirksville, Mo. Dr. Ditzler signified his willingness 
for a debate, and it will probably take place in Renshaw’s 
Opera House, beginning September 28th. Jamicson will 
lecture in Dillon three evenings before the debate, and in 
Bozeman the Sundays of October. Address him at Butte, 
Montana. l 


Mr. CaarLes Warts, since his arrival in this country from 
England at the end of last month, has lectured five times in 
Canada and twelve times in the States. The local press con- 
tained the following notices of his lectures in Hamilton and 
New Jersey: ''The abilities of Mr. Watts as a Secularist 
orator are very well known. His audience last night was de- 
lighted, judging from the enthusiastic manner in which the 
lecture was received and the lecturer applauded. The lect- 
ure was full of the pithy expression, clever reasoning, fer- 
vent eloquence, and lively humor which distinguish Mr. 
Watts’s oratory. No matter how radically his hearers may dif- 
fer from him in opinion, those who go to hear him are always 
sure to be entertained and mentally stimulated” (Hamilton 
Spectator, September 8th). Referring to Mr. Watts, the 
Mount Holly, N. J., Herald of September 18th remarks: 
* He is a very eloquent and logical orator, and there was 
nothing offensiv or blasphemous in his remarks. He held the 
attention of his hearers closely, and all united in pronouncing 
him one of the finest.speakers they ever listened to." After 
giving a course of lecturesin Pittsburgh and Waynesburg, 
Mr. Watts will go to Grand Rapids, Mich., where he delivers 
five lectures. He then proceeds to Chicago, which will be 
his headquarters till early in November, when: he returns 
East to be present at the great Convention of the American 
Secular Union in New York city. Friends in Illinois and 
Michigan wishing lectures from Mr, Watts during October 
should write him direct. His address for that month will be 
care of A. D. O'Neill, 107 Park ave., Chicago, Ill. 
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New York State Freethinkers’ Association. 


R. B. Jackson................... ence rna $5.00 
err ——————— 
For the Defense of Mr. Reynolds. 
Charles Eckhart $5.00 
B. F. Hylánd.......2oicinassesteerisee ern 5.00 
38: 3 £O A O A E 1.00 
J. G. Rodman................ 4 eee eee eene nente nennen nnno 5.00 
R. B. Jackson. ......:. 2 cerent eee nennen IET 5.00 
R. Butterfield..................e cerne 2.00 
KA: Moot. «iei ossia ted avara ende sia o Ne xao re aen a eere eo ean 5.00 
T. J. Conley......... eee 1.00 
S. H. Davis..................-. pU RE 1.00 
Jacob Tausig......... eene 2.00 
J. P. Hill............. MEM EAE EM .50 
Thos. Arper.........ceennm ne 1.00 
J. S. Shepard...........c eese He 1.00 
W. H. Baxters seers essan nan enne 1.00 
Samuel Elkinson.................. eene .54 
Isaac Slenker................ eene eren 1.00 
Isaac N. Jones.........-. eene ener hme 1.00 
Ernest Jones.............eeeeeee eene nennen nnne nne nnne 1.00 
John James............ eene nee ts 1.00 


On the Side of Justice. 

Al through the Anarchists’ trouble at Chicago, the old 
Trura SEEKER has given the fairest, best balanced, and most 
comprehensiv comment of any journal, not Anarchistic itself, 
that we hav seen. All considered, it is as nearly a represent- 
ativ journal of freedom as can exist ona public patronage. 


—BEmquity. 
oO 


Preaching and Practice. 

“I am sorry to find you no better, Mrs. S.," said the min- 
ister to a sick parishioner, ‘‘ but we must hope for the best. 
We must put our trust in him upon whom alone we can de- 
pend for health and strength. I will try and see you again 
before I go, and in the mean time I will pray——” 

“Are you going away, Mr. Goodman?” inquired the 
invalid. 

«Yes. The members of the church hav given me a trip to 
Europe, hoping that the sea voyage will giv me health and 
strength.”—Sun. 
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~Qommunications. — 


Freethought in England. 
i . 


Freethought in England is growing apace. To 
adopt a phrase of Lord Randolph Churchill—the 
impudent and unscrupulous leader of the present 
Tory government—during the recent election, in 
reference to the Conservativs—I may say with truth 

_ that the Freethinkers are winning everywhere, in the 
battle between truth and error, “hands down,” or, in 
other words, without effort.. 

Truth is learned by contrast with error ; the rising 
generation, having been soundly educated, are inquir- 

‘ing into theology and religion, and finding to their 
amazement, dnd first doubtless to their regret, that 
they will square with neither the teachings of science 
nor with common sense. With a larger knowledge 
of the subject these inquirers are often driven to the 
conclusion that theology means ignorance of nature, 
and religion ignorance of humanity. 

In the past theology expressed the limit of man’s 
knowledge in regard to the phenomena of the 
universe. Man endeavored to scale nature's hights 
and fathom her depths, and when he had penetrated 
as far as he could he labeled all the rest with the 
word “God.” Science has now extended nature 
illimitably ; she is found to be boundless in extent, and 
from the indestructible character of matter and force, 
we are led to infer that she is also eternal in dura- 
tion. English Freethinkers are of robust mind. 
Few shrink from the term “Atheist,” though many 
prefer the new description of “ Agnostic.” 

Mr. Bradlaugh called himself an “Atheist” early 
in his career as a Freethinker, when with sledge- 
hammer blows he carried on his iconoclastic work of 
slaying Christian Theism, and he does not readily 
change his views. But even he sometimes describes 
himself as a “ Monist,” which is a much more ex- 
pressiv term ; for while Atheism expresses the negativ. 
attitude of his mind, Monism expresses the affirmativ 
side, which is much more important. 

Mr. Bradlaugh's followers are Atheists to à man— 
I might say, to a boy—and so strong is the influence 
of their leader that, however poor and humble their 
position in life, they display an amount of courage in 
ihe advocacy of their opinions that is quite re- 
markable. . 

-To be a Bradlaughite is to be known for one's 
earnestness and courage. Some years ago the junior 
member for Northampton declared that in his opinion 
a Freethinker who had brains enough would be cer- 
tain to arrive at the Atheistic goal if he were only 
assiduous enough in his study. Many Freethinkers 
hav since felt that if they cannot conscientiously call 
themselvs “ Atheists” they may be regarded by at 
least one prominent Freethinker as in some sense 
“intellectually deficient.” 

But there are a large and increasing number of 
Freethinkers in England and Scotland—but, alas! 
not in Ireland—who delight in the cognomen of 
* Agnostic.” They say that whether there is a God 
or not, they hav only finite minds, and as all knowl- 
edge applies to phenomena, unless God is one of the 
manifold changes that are perpetually taking place— 
that is, unless deity is a phenomenon—they can take 
no cognizance of him. They are not Atheists, be- 
eause they do not deny God; they merely declare 
themselvs to be without knowledge of him. As in 
the Greek, a-7heist merely means “ without God,” 
the difference between the Agnostic and the Atheist 
is so slight as to be hardly worth wrangling over. 

Some, however, think otherwise, and the subject is 
thus made a perennial source of discussion. For my 
own part I prefer the term “Naturist,” and if the 
theologians had not filled the skies with their imag- 
inary gods there would hav been no need for Theists 
nor Atheists. Since Mr. Bradlaugh has taken his 
seat in Parliament he has not lectured very frequently 
on the Bible or on theology. No doubt he has 
strong grounds for lecturing principally upon 
politics. The public want to know what his opinions 
on the various political questions of the hour are, and, 
in my view, he is quite right in taking every oppor- 
tunity of making them known. Moreover, he does 
Freethought good service by occasionally lecturing 
on *Religions—Old and New,” and demonstrating 
their manifold difficulties and absurdities on the Sun- 
day afternoons when he visits the provinces. It isa 
singular fact that Mr. Bradlaugh has many political 
admirers who would not suffer themselvs to listen to 
a Freethought lecture from him lest they might be 
persuaded to become “ not almost” but quite Infidels. 

I once heard an old gentleman say: “I heard Mr. 
Bradlaugh last night, on the Irish question, and if 
he reasons with equal force on theology I should be 
afraid to hear him, for he would so disturb my 
beliefs, which are a source of consolation to me, that 
I should go down to the grave a miserable man.” 

Of course I disabused the gentleman’s mind of 
this error. I told him that I could understand him 
being miserable on the brink of the grave if he be- 
lieved that the large majority of mankind would be 
consigned to eternal torture, but I assured him that 


people in regard to the facts.” 


if he once got that theological error removed from 
his mind, it was wonderful how happy he might be, 
and how philosophically he might approach the real 
difficulties of life. 

Undoubtedly Mr. Bradlaugh is a real orator; 
already he has made his influence felt in the House 
of Commons, but I long for the day to come when 
Lord Randolph Churchill or some other equally 
audacious Tory shall offer strong opposition to a 
measure of his, so that the highest dialectical qual- 
ities of the junior member for Northampton may be 
brought out, and then the house will understand 
completely the argumentativ giant with whigh they 
hav to deal in him. 

Mrs. Besant's name has been so identified with that 
of Mr. Bradlaugh in the various struggles for intel- 
lectual liberty in which Freethinkers hav taken part, 
that it would be anything but gallant or respectful 
on my part to speak of other prominent Freethought 
advocates before her. 

In addition to being a lady of wonderful scholastic 
attainments, and excellent argumentativ power, she is 
intellectually and morally fearless. 

Recently shé has reasoned herself into the accep- 
tation of Socialism as the panacea of most of the 
evils to which human beings are subject in the pres- 
ent condition of society. With admirablé courage, 
She has proclaimed her conviction whenever she has 


regarded her advocacy of Socialism useful in the 


columns of the journal of which she is co-editor (the 
National Reformer), regardless altogether of the 


consideration whether by so doing she was alienat- 


ing Freethought friends who could not possibly ac- 
cept her newly-adopted doctrins. But,as Mr. Foote, 
editor of the /reethinker—and, in my opinion, one 
of the most subtle and brilliant advocates of Free- 
thought this century is likely to see—well ob- 
served a short time ago, “ It is not very likely that 
Freethinkers, who hav suffered plenty of persecution 
themselvs will commence to persecute others for a 
‘social heresy.” There is not much fear that Mrs. 
Besant will lose anything by the earnestness, courage, 
and enthusiasm she displays in the advocacy of her 
new faith. , 

My only wonder is that she regards Socialism as 
of chief importance, and Freethought as merely sec- 
ondary; whereas, in my opinion, if Socialism were 
ever attainable, Freethinkers would be the fittest 
persons to bring it about. 

Mrs. Besant is a great Freethought advocate, for 
all that, and frequently hammers away at the old the- 
ological dogmas, and the amount of work she is 
capable of getting through often astonishes even 
those who know her best: AnTHuR B. Moss. 
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The American Press. 


In Tue Trura SEEKER of August 28th Professor 
Bell, in a few well-chosen words, denounces the great 
dailies published in our great cities. It is to be re- 
gretted that the article does not specify more par- 
ticularly the reasons for the professors words. In 
the next week’s paper, however, Dr. Severance, who 
never hesitates to “speak right out in meeting,” in 
an article entitled, “Is This a Free Country?” con- 
demns in strong terms the injustice of the papers in 
the late Anarchist trials in Chicago and Milwaukee. 

The doctor says: “ They hav misrepresented evi- 
dence, and lied outright, and thus hav misled honest 
This statement is 
true, and for this reason Professor Bell, Mrs. Sev- 
erance, and every Liberal who has been conversant 
with the facts feel the necessity of increasing the 
circulation of the Liberal papers. 

When the despot Napoleon III. ruled France there 
was no freedom of the press, no voice of the people. 
Now and then some liberty-loving soul sent forth sur- 
reptitiously a few words of pitiful protest against 
the enslavement of the masses, crying for justice, and 
his reward was a dungeon in the Bastile. It was ab- 
solutely impossible for the people to make themselvs 


heard. And in Chicago, during the progress of the: 


late Anarchist trial not a single daily paper would 
publish a line demanding justice for these men. Not 
only this, but they would make misstatements calcu- 
lated to injure the prisoners, and refuse to publish 
the refutation of their libelous words. 

A free press is one of the greatest guardians of the 
people's liberty, but that is not a free press where 
one side of any question is suppressed. Letter after 
letter has been written to the dailies of this city, full 
of indignation, full of protest, full of burning words 
of liberty, and not one of them has been published. 
The press has become the voice of capital, the police 
the arm; and in America to-day we hav in this union 
& power as dangerous to the liberties of the people, 
and as despotic, as was ever Louis Napoleon with his 
perfectly trained police. 

The only hope, then, for the future lies in the Lib- 
eral papers that dare publish the people’s words. 
And the very fact that they dare publish the truth, 
where so much has been suppressed, will increase 
their circulation a-thousandfold. Let every reader of 
"Tug Taurg Szexer, then, send in a new subscriber 
—not only one, but as many as he can secure. Let 
the publishers hav not only the satisfaction of feeling 


that they hav stood by the right, but that it pays to 
be just. . À i 
On Sunday, September 5th, a picnic was held at 


Sheffield, Ind., to raise funds for the continued. de-. 


fense of the Anarchists. Three thousand persons 
were on the ground, and many were left behind in 
Chicago with no means of transfer, not enough cars 
having been chartered. The éxcursion was a grand 
success, two thousand dollars being realized. A num- 
ber of very enthusiastic speeches were made—incen- 


diary, the papers said in the next mòrning’s report ; 


but this was not true. 


Said Mrs. Parsons: “State’s-Attorney Grinnell in, 


his speech before the jury stated that he had the So- 
cialists like rats on the rungs of a ladder, and that 
he would drive them into their hole. This meeting 
givs the lie to his statement. It would take a big 
hole to put them in, and a big cork to hold them in. 
(Immense cheering.) I do not wish, brothers, sisters, 
fellow-workers, to appeal to your passions. These 
men were your mouthpiece. It was your wrongs 
they were seeking to redress. 
demand that they be given justice; and if it goes on 
to the bitter end, if the crash of those seven scaffold- 
traps echoes through the land, may the people send 
forth a cry that all tyrants throughout the world 
shall hear, and hearing tremble.” (Prolonged ap- 
plause.) 

For speaking these words a daily paper advised 
that Mrs. Parsons be rearrested, and yet P. J. Dusey, 
an Irish Catholic, who has been one of the most rad- 
ical speakers on the labor question, and who was ar- 


rested after the so-called “Haymarket riot,” and for — 


some unexplained reason let go again, was present, 
and made a strong, telling speech, and his name is 
not even mentioned in the report of the meeting. 
Mrs. Parsons, her husband condemned, as she be- 
lieves, unjustly, to be hung, her woman's soul smart- 
ing under the wrong, and her wifely heart tortured 
with the outrageous cruelty, pleads with tears in her 
eyes, and in tremulous tones, to the people to de- 
mand justice for her husband ; and a barbarous paper, 
lost to all sense of tenderness or humanity, recom- 
mends that she share her husband’s fate, and no 
words are said of the Irish Catholic, P. J. Dusey. 
He is to be congratulated upon his independence and 


manliness, but the question persistently presents. 


itself, * Why this discrimination?” Ts it, as has been 
claimed, that the Chicago police wanted no Irishmen 
among the arrested Anarchists or Socialists, and so 
all such hav been discharged, while poor Tom Brown 


has lain in Cook county jail nearly five months for. 


lending Parsons five dollars? Mr. Dusey used the 
following words, which it will be seen are fully as in- 
cendiary as the language made use of by Mrs. Par- 
sons: “The previous speaker has said that these 
men will not hang while there are two hundred and 
fifty thousand Germans in Chicago. I say they will 
not hang while there are one hundred and seventy- 
five thousand Irishmen in Chicago. The time was 
when it was the Irish in this country that were 


maligned and persecuted, To-dayit is the Germans, ` 
and when the struggle comes the Irishmen will be ` 


found fighting in a line with the Germans.” 
applause.) 

À number of the leaders of the labor movement 
were present at this picnic, among them Mr. Louis 
Zeller, president of the Central Labor Union. Mr. 
Zeller furnished the following resolutions, which 
were passed at & meeting of the Central Labor 
Union, in response to the dictation of the Chicago 
police, that they should express no condemnation of 
the judge, jury, or verdict in the Anarchist trial: 

WREREZAS, The Constitution of the United States givs each 
inhabitant the right to express his opiuion in word and 
writing; and f 

Wuereas, This right has never been denied to the prop- 
erty-owning classes, who hav during the last year made 
more than rightful use of the same; and  . 

Wuerzas, That on this day, Sunday, the 22d of August, 
1886, our police, through their representativs, hav forbidden 
us to say anything about the Anarchist trial, or to express 
our opinion in a resolution about it which might be in favor 
of the convicted, or to do anything which might cause an 
impartia) revision of the verdict; therefore, be it 

esolved, That we condemn the action of the capitalistic 


(Loud 


„press of Chicago, because it is inhuman, barbaric, and 


brutal, and it denies the right of the working class to ex- 
press their free opinion, and is especially against foreigners, 
who hav worked more for the prosperity and glory of. this 
country, who hav participated in all its wars more numer. 
ously, who hav sacrificed more, and shed more blood for 
this country than all know-nothings together, who are try- 
ing at present to cause a hatred against foreigners; and be it 
further 

Resolved, That we hereby express our disapproval in re. 
gard to the conduction of the so-called Anarchist trial and 
declare that we consider the verdict partial, ancient, and 
barbaric, because it does not condemn the principal or 
accessory of a crime, but only the exponents of political 
ideas. Be it therefore 

Resolved, That we will use all legal means to procure an 
impartial execution of the law. i 

Tue CENTRAL Lagor Unton or OuicAao. 


An article in a Christian temperance paper recently 


It is for you, then, to _ 


published in Chicago contained the following words: i 


It is estimated that tens of thousands of workingmen 
spend .one-half their wages in saloons. The working 
classes spend from four to five hundred million dollars an- 
nually for drink. No wonder we hav Anarchy, strikes, 
riots, and threatened revolutions. Destroy the saloons and 
it won’t be long till the American laborer will be a house- 
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holder, Destroy the saloons and you deprive the brutal An- in protean, supposed that this word was used in ais. feat Be oe birtitife laborir fis obHgkaitd 


archist of his devilish inspiration. 


I cussing Mr. Darwin's theory of evolution. But by! his own livin e found a possible 
maurs a of ed igh ol Muse amaz- | this time, no doubt, the reverend doctor has fou excuse fo: Ang pists b Dat ingrep a epsitty kere the 
adniadipns afe TA ade: ollowing | out from his dictionary the characterof his blunder. fright hand T owship is held out to a honest 

My only object in this communication pes comers ; the country that invites the down-t 

Five years ago liquor was unknown among the tribes of af KEA lands to make their homesd Adae 


the Congo basin, but recently one hundred thousand gallons 
of New England rum and one missionary were sent over in 
the same vessel. 


those of your readers who like to see an an : 
dissection in whieh the various parts óf ea que 
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Before the ports of Japan were opened to the Christian 
nations of the world, there were only eleven intoxicant 
drinks known in the country; now there are more than two 
hundred, and many horrible vices peculiar to highly civil- 
ized nations are becoming common in Japan. 
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could not evade, where there is no Christianity there 
is no rum ; where there is no rum there is but little 
vice. Attacking saloons, then, condemning strik- 
ers, hanging Anarchists, is only dealing with effects. 
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meditated murder. The question is, then, not whether 
these men are Anarchists, or Socialists, or Infidels, 
or Christians, but, Are they guilty of premeditated . 
murder? The evidence adduced by the prosecutors 
has not shown it. The man who threw the bomb at 
Chicago has not been found, and the connection of 
the condemned men with that wretch has in no wise 
been shown. Nevertheless, upon the testimony of 
an ex-convict, and in response to.a popular clamor, 
started by a dishonest pulpit and increased by some 
unprincipled journalists, the jury find a verdict of 
guilty. Tur Trurs Seeger protests against such a 
perversion of law and infraction of justice, and 
straightway we are accused of being Anarchists. If 
we did not know that our friend Ray has an unusually 
acute mind, we should be tempted to indicate our 
contempt for the reasoning faculties that cannot see 
the difference between advocating an opinion and 
advocating the right of a man to hold that opinion. 
Years ago a former editor of Tux Trurn Srexer went 


New Testament is almost universally read, and many | 
teachers open each day’s exercises with prayer. 

Our schools, then, can in no sense be said to be 
“Godless,” and the Catholic shouters for “free” 
schools are aware of that fact, though, with a reckless 
disregard of truth, they seek to cover it up. Their 
real grievance is that the religious instruction now 
unlawfully afforded by our schools is not distinctivly 
Roman Catholic, but Protestant; and while this in- 
struction is continued, and the compulsory school- 
law is in force, they hav real cause for complaint, as 
hav the Freethinkers and all other non-Protestants. 
Of course, no Catholic should be compelled by law to 
send his children to school and hav them taught what 
he regards as the Protestant heresy. Neither should 
a Freethinker's children be forced to receive religious 
teachings which they know to be false. | 

The way out of it is to keep religion out of public 
schools. If the Catholics desire the catechism taught 
along with secular instruction, let them proceed with 
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say that there is no good in any of their philosophies. 
The present times are decidedly out of joint socially, 
&nd perhaps in one of these systems, or in all, lies the 
remedy for the labor troubles. Let us study them 
and see, instead of hanging their advocates. 

Again, Mr. Ray says we shall lose the influence 
Tur Trors Seeker now has for good. Mr. Ray for- 
gets that Freethinkers desire no influence but that 
which is gained by the reasonableness of their opinions. 
We should forfeit our own self-respect by pandering 
to a popular clamor, based.on ignorance. An iniquity 
is none the less black because a majority howl for it ; 
and if every other man, woman, and child in the 
United States demanded the hanging of every ' 
Socialist in the country, we should oppose it unless 
the Socialists had first been legally and justly con- 
victed of some crime punishable by death; and even 
then we should rather make efforts for their reforma- 
tion than see them executed. - 

Whether in this position we are outside of our 
latitude or not depends upon what lines of latitude 
bound Freethought. For one, we do not think that 
thought can be bounded. We know that there are a 
great many people who think that freedom means 
the right of themselvs to think and speak what they 
please, but not the right of their neighbors. Some 
Freethinkers limit Freethought to the right to criti- 
cise theology, but say that social institutions must be 
left alone. We cannot accept this definition. The 
Freethinker has been compared to the eagle beating 
the air with tireless wings, while the Christian is a 
caged bird piping his little song behind captiv bars. 
Is this but an insincere figure of speech, or is it the 
truth? We believe it to be the truth, and as appli- 
cable to those who criticise human institutions as 


to learn that something more than a knowledge of 
the catechism is necessary to a good education. 
eor 


“The Truth Seeker? and the Anarchists. 


Just previous to the ninth annual gathering of the 
New York Freethinkers we received the following: 


t WELLAND, ONT., Aug. 18, 1886. 

* My Frrnp E. M. Maoponatn: I am not going to enter 
upon a discussion'of the war that is now being carried on be- 
tween ‘labor and capital, though I hav my own views upon 
the subject, and do not think the affairs of the nation would 
be improved by conceding to the demands of the Anarchists 
or working classes. It is true that trade is dull and times 
are hard; many factories hav shut down, and large capital 
lies idle, because they cannot be run at a profit; and to be 
compelled to pay the same wages for less work would hay 
the effect of closing many more, which, instead of improving 
the condition of the working classes, would make it worse. 
If intelligence and capital are unable to direct the operations 
of trade profitably, it is, in my opinion, very doubtful that a 
class of people lacking both these requisits would be more 
successful. 

“ This is all I wish to say upon this subject. I notice in 
Tur Truru SEEKER you appear to advocate the views of the 
Anarchists. Such may be your honest views, but in doing 
so you are losing the influence of Taz TRUTH SEEKER for 
good, for upon this subject many intelligent and thinking 
readers of Taz TRUTH SEEKER do not agree, and think you 
are to some extent losing sight of the object which THE 
TRUTH SEEKER had been intended to accomplish. I hav 
heard some of your best friends say that they did not like the 
course you were taking in the matter. 

* My object in writing this is that you may think well 
whether you are not outside of your latitude. 

* Auc. 28TH.—I wrote the above ten days ago, and had 
decided not to send it, but since reading ‘The Trial of An- 
archy in Chicago,’ I hav decided to do so. You will at least 
see that all your readers do not indorse the same views. 
Hoping you may hav wisdom to edit Taz TRUTH SEEKER in 
the best way to accomplish the most good, I am 


* Free Schools.” 


The Roman Catholics are crafty as foxes. When 
they presented to the legislature of this state a bill 
asking that altars and other paraphernalia necessary 
to their worship might be provided in our penal insti- 
tutions, they gave it the attractiv title of “ Freedom 
of Worship” bill. Tse Trora Seexer had consider- 
able to say about that bill, and will resume the sub- 
ject if the bill should again appear before the New 
York legislature. Besides considering it as to its 
constitutionality, we pointed out that in face of the 
fact that the majority of our criminals are Roman 
Catholics, introducing Catholic worship into our 
prisons would be very much like carrying coals to 
Newcastle. Religion is already quite adequately 
represented there, and if worship were found to be 
desirable it would not in many cases be necessary to 
go outside the prison walls to find a priest or preacher 
to conduct the services. The majority of prison rolls 
include sufficient home talent in this capacity for all 
occasions that are likely to arise. 

In a direct line with the “Freedom of Worship” 
bill is the Catholic demand for what the projectors 
are cunning enough to denominate “free schools ;” 
free schools with a Romanist meaning schools where 
the teaching of Roman Catholicism is compulsory. 

One of the most persistent clamorers for these 
schools is the Jowa Messenger, a Roman Catholic 
organ published at Davenport, Iowa. This paper 

` denounces our publie school system as “the common 
enemy of Christianity that is fast decimating the 
Christian ranks, and sowing seeds of Infidelity.” 


: : ** Sincerel friend, z n 
Our present free school system, it adds, is *ruth-| «pg. fam Sl exar Gat youn ds i. PM ord) to those who labor to remove alleged divine super- 
lessly threatening the pillars of the Christian house- “J. R” | stition from the world. 


hold,” and “is throwing out a class of Atheists 
believing in no God, no law but their own ambitions, 
which are sufficiently large to desire the fruits of 
others’ labor without any labor on their part.” This 
last accusation comes with a poor show of consist- 
ency from the representativ of a class of priests who 
are notorious do-nothings, and who liv exclusivly 
upon the labor of others. Asa matter of fact, it is 
the “ spiritual-minded " everywhere who liv without 
work, and the worldly-minded support them. 

But is it true that our common schools, with 
nearly every text-book reeking with pious twaddle, 
make Atheists of the children? And, if it is true, 
whose fault is it? If the modicum of secular knowl- 
edge which pupils acquire in our public schools 
overturns all the religious teachings of parents at 
home, teachers in the Sunday-classes, and priests in 
the churches, then those parents and teachers and 
priests must certainly hav very poor success in gain- 
ing the confidence of the children. 

It is a lamentable truth that our public schools are 
not ealeulated to turn out minds free from religious 
bias. An examination of the text-books used will} But since then a lot of so-called Anarchists hav 
convince anyone that the contrary is the fact. Every | been accused of conspiracy to murder. They hav 
text-book in common use, except, possibly, the arith- | been brought to trial, and sentenced to be hanged. 
metic, contains allusions to God and religion; the | Now, hanging is the penalty for only one crime—pre- 


The writer of the foregoing is an aged friend 
whom we highly esteem for his many works of right- 
eousness, as the Christians would say. But his mind 
seems to be a little clouded by the smoke of the war 
in Chicago, and we desire to talk to him a little. 

With Mr. Ray’s opinion of the struggle between 
capital and labor we find no fault. We are glad to 
see so great an economic question satisfactorily set- 
tled. But the statement that we seem to be advocat- 
ing the views of the Anarchists we desire to dispute. 
It grieves us to think that those editorial columns of 
opposition to Anarchy which we printed last winter 
were wasted upon Mr. Ray. In them we distinctly 
combated the fundamental postulates of Anarchy, 
and pointed out, as we thought—and hundreds of 
readers hav assured us that we did—the untenable- 
ness of the position held by the Anarchist represent- 
ativs. To us it seems that Anarchy is against all the 
experience of the human race, and about the most 
impracticable impracticability that a nest of brilliant 
impracticables ever astonished the world with. So 
much for the philosophy. 


Freethought, as we understand it, stands for ab- 
solute freedom of thought, of speech, of publication, 
upon any and every subject upon earth. There is 
no such thing as a treasonable utterance in this 
country. Treasonable acts only can be cognized by 
the authorities placed in power by the people. If 
the traitor who threw the bomb that killed the 
policeman of Chicago could be found, we should ad- 
voeate his punishment. Or if any of the condemned 
men had been shown to hav urged him to throw the 
bomb, then would their conviction be just. -But the 
man has not been found and the connection has not 
been established. Therefore, we contend that ihe 
men are unjustly convicted. Perhaps no persons hav 
been more bitter opponents of Anarchy than J. L.. 
Andrew, of Kansas, and E. A. Stevens, of Chicago. 
It was Mr. Stevens who thwarted the attempts of the 
Anarchists to capture the Liberal League of Chicago. 
Mr. Andrew has repeatedly shown in print the 
fallacy of Anarchistic philosophy. Yet Mr. Stevens 
is obliged to denounce the trial of the Anarchists as 
a farce, and Mr. Andrew, at the Freethinkers’ Con- 
vention, said that the men were convicted in response 
to the same public clamor that nearly two thousand . 
years ago rang through the streets of Jerusalem and 
ended in the crucifixion of Christ. Mr. Andrew 
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added that the clergy had aceused Infidelity of be- 
ing the mother of Anarchy. If this were so, he said, 
he should advocate the suppression by law of 
Infidelity. But because he denounced as unfair the 
trial of the Anarchists, Mr. Andrew has since been 
accused by the press of teaching Anarchy. Mr. 
Andrew has our sympathy. 

But, notwithstanding the liability to misrepresenta- 
tion that one who stands up for the right incurs, we are 
not yet in that condition of mind which afflicts Mrs. 
Helen Wilmans, and which she describes to the 
editor of Foundation Principles in the following 
words: . 

“Iama coward, Lois. Ever since the result of the An- 
archists' trial here I hav been boiling over with rage. Think 
of hanging men who hav no more been proved guilty of 
murder than I hav, and all because an idiotic people—the 
wretched tool of a monopolistic press—are crying for innocent 
blood!, { hav been boiling with rage, but dare not-say so in 
my paper. Yonder in the next room my forms are made up 
ready to go to press, and there is not one word of which my 
heart is so full. Am I afraid to speak my thoughts? Yes, I 
am. My paper would be condemned in the mails if I did, 
and I should run the risk of having my ribs stamped in by a 
ruffianly police that hav treated hundreds of people in this 
manner since the 4th of last May, when every soul in the 
city of Chicago was put under gag law under penalty of 
death.” 

We would not feel like that for four dollars. Far 
better would it be to fight the matter out. Neither 
do we care for the insinuation of a Western editor 
that we support Anarchy. We never did advocate 
Anarchy, and never shall till we experience a change 
of heart. However, this editor's insinuation counts 
little, for in his next paper he has to defend himself 
from the charge of being an Anarchist because he 
printed without specific condemnation one article 
from an Anarchist. ‘This editor alsohas our heartfelt 
sympathy. 

Suppose, for a moment, that we grant the right of 
the state to punish the advocacy of any opinions, 
where willit end? Who will say what opinions are 
to be suppressed? The majority, of course. Where 
then will Infidels be? Blasphemy laws are attempts 

 to.suppress freedom of speech. But what. Free- 
thinker is there who will not resist the enforcement 
of these laws? And is freedom only for Free- 
thinkers? for theological heretics and not for social 
heretics? It would be very unsafe, we think, to 
allow that the majority hav any right to control the 
expression of opinion of the minority. If the prin- 
ciple should be once allowed, every Freethinker would 
shortly be in the predicament of our friend Reynolds 
—under arrest for expressing sentiments repugnant 
to the beliefs of the majority. Seeing the inevitable 
outcome of such laws, Freethinkers must avoid the 
consequences by denying the principle upon which 
such laws as those against blasphemy rest. To be 
: consistent we must maintain the rights of our 
enemies as jealously as we defend our own. And 
that is all that Taz Trova Srnxer has done in con- 


demning the sentence of the Anarchists. 
d ————— OO 


Editorial Notes. 


Somrnopy has suggested that the fortunes accumulated by 
ministers and priests should, upon the death of the owners, 
be devoted to the establishment of asylums for idiots. In 
‘this way, it is believed, the money would get back to those 
from whom it originally came. 


REoENTLY the Hvening Post included among ‘ selections 

' from scripture ” the first verse of Psalm xc, ‘‘ God, thou hast 

been our dwelling-place in all generations,” and the Observer 

calls it a ** most ludicrous mistake,” saying, ‘‘ This passage is 

not in the Old or New Testament.” Like most Christians, 
the Observer editor is unfamiliar with scripture. 


A MONTREAL correspondent of John Swinton’s Paper says 
that in that city Cardinal Taschereau’s order against the 
Knights of Labor has not had the effect intended, and that 
the order is growing faster than ever. This independence of 
the church is & healthy sign. Perhaps the pope has not got 
all the French Canadians under his thumb, though it would 
be hazardous to stake much upon it. 


Sewarp MrrenELL, of Newport, Maine, has issued another 
number of his World's Reformer. 
questions upon which the average man or woman can agree 
with Mr. Mitchell, but his very difference from all the other 
people in the world makes his paper good reading. Life 
would be tiresome if everyone thought and acted and 
looked just like everybody else. Ten cents will procure a 
copy of the World's Reformer, and it is worth the money. 


Wuen New Jersey entered the Union the following law 
was upon her statute-books : ** All women, of whatever age, 
rank, profession, or degree, whether virgins, maids, or 
widows, who shall after this act impose upon, seduce, and 
betray into matrimony any of his majesty’s subjects by 
virtue of scents, cosmetics, washes, paints, artificial teeth, 
false hair, or high-heeled shoes, shall incur the penalty of the 


There are but very few | 


law now in force against witchcraft and like misdemeanors.” 
New Jersey ought. to again enact this law and put it 
alongside of the law which makes denying the providence of 
* God" a crime. The two laws are identical in spirit. 


Ir is amazing what stupidity sits enthroned in religious ed- 
itorial chairs! Writing of the recent earthquake in Charles- 
ton, the Presbyterian Observer says: ‘‘ However prompt and 
definit science may be with its explanations, the rumblings of 
the dreaded and dreadful earthquake are most certainly ech- 
oes of the tones of the most high.” The Baptist Weekly in its 
earthquake editorial thinks “ it is useless and presumptuous 
for finite minds to attempt to say why God permits calami- 
ties” like this one “to occur." The Freeman's Journal, 
Catholic, asserts that ‘‘ these chastisements are mercies, in- 
tended to waken up men to the vanity and briefness of life.” 
With men like these directing the thought of the people, 
what wonder that the world is full of superstition? 


HELEN GARDENER tells & nice little story for the amuse- 
ment of her Christian acquaintances. One of her friends 
happened to be at an Indian mission, and, among other in- 
quiries into the condition of the Indians, asked whether 
many of them were converted. ‘‘Oh, yes, & great many,” 
said the preacher in charge. ‘‘Come around at the hour for 
distributing Testaments, and see for yourself.” The lady 
found it convenient to make several calls on these occasions. 
At her last visit an Indian came who she thought had already 
been presented with a Testament. ‘‘ Havn’t you got a Tes- 
tament?” she asked. “Ugh!” replied the brave, ‘ Indian 
need lot Testament. Indian damn lonesome.” The grace- 
less aborigine had been getting Testaments and trading them 
off for things to render his lone condition less irksome. 
Miss Gardener's friend's interest in. the Christiaui"ing of the 
Indians was satisfied. 


W. E. Soorr, one of the activ labor agitators of this city 
concludes an address to the laboring men with these chunks 
of truth: ** Politics and religion are two subjects that hav 
always been excluded from labor organizations, under a false 
notion that they hav nothing to do with the object of & trade 
union, and that politics and religion are foreign toit. The 
labor organizations see things in a different light now, and 
hav gone so far asto put up a few candidates of their own. 
On the political road, which is the only one by which they 
will ever reach the goal they are striving to obtain, they will 
meet with that formidable barrier to their progress—church 
and religion. Religion will never sanction anything that 
wage-workere undertake to do when they see it will better 
their condition. 'The pope of Rome condemned the Irish 
Land League, and lately an edict was issued from the same 
place against the Knights of Labor for being just what the 
Roman church is itself—a secret order. They know that the 
Land League of Ireland and the Knights of Labor are two 
organizations whose sole object is to better the condition of 
the poor, and anyone with & streak of common sense in 
him can see that everything in the interest of. the wage- 
worker will always be contrary to the church." 


AMoxG those who attended the recent New York State 
Freethinkers’ Convention was C. F. DeMott, of Hempstead, 
L.I. Mr. DeMott is a photographer, and he brought along 
his camera. The result is found in our advertising columns, 
wherein Mr. DeMott sets forth that he ‘‘ took” the Conven- 
tion in three positions. Position number one discloses 
thirty-six heretics, including & Hindoo, as follows: J. V. 
Arnold and his nephew, Mrs. Wilbur, Mrs. Gault, Sadie 
Thorpe, Mrs. Reynolds, Prof. G. G. Grower, analytical 
chemist; E. M. Macdonald, L. K. Washburn, C. B. Rey- 
nolds, Mr. McAlpine, J. L. Andrew, S. W. Devenbaugh, 
Mr. and Mrs. Booth, C. P. Somerby, Miss Marie Burnier, 
Mr. and Mrs. Gardiner, T. B. Wakeman, T. L. Brown, F. 
Burnier, Hattie Thorpe, Mrs. and Miss DeMott,Gopal Vinayak 
Joshee, Lucy N. Colman, Miss Ida Le Compte, C. M. Powers, 
Mr. Evans, Mr. Bissell, Mr. Wilcox, Mr. Thorpe, his wife and 
son, and a stranger who wouldn't pay ten cents to go 
into the tent and who only had his picture taken because it 
wasfree. Every one of these individuals, except the stranger, 
will, of course, send fifty cents for a copy of this picture. 
Position number two is a view of the grounds, tents, and 
lake, with no individuals in sight to mar the landscape. Mr. 
DeMott must hav arisen very early to obtain this desirable 
negativ. Position number three is a close view of the tents 
with afew persons in front. Therest of the Convention was 
inside the large tent listening to Dr. Brown. Mr. DeMott 
asserts that every Freethinker will desire to possess these 
pictures, and he generously offers to send them all for one 
dollar. 


So bitter is the opposition just now against social reform- 
ers that we almost fear to recommend to our readers the new 
edition of ‘‘ Rational Communism” just issued by the 
Truth Seeker Company. If we venture to write a few 
words in praise of the scholarly qualities of the work, some- 
one will say—notwithstanding the contrary declaration else- 
where—that the editor of Taz TRUTH SEEKER has turned 
Communist. But if we quote only the recommendations of 
others, such, for instance, as the well-known conservativ, 
W. S. Bell, who says the book ‘‘ exposes the barbarism of 
civilized society, and points out methods of escape from it," 
we trust we may, without exciting public prejudice and 
losing several valued subscribers, he allowed to say that & 
paper-covered edition is now on the market at the ridicu- 
lously low price, for a book of 498 pages, of fifty cents per 
copy, and one dollar in cloth. The book, as we hav before 
explained, is a concise statement of the wrongs under which 
poor people now labor, an indignant protest against the pcr- 
petuation of these wrongs, and an endeavor to show how, by 
adopting & rational system of Communism, society can he so 
reorganized that there shall be no extremely rich nor ex- 
tremely poor. Everybody, according to our author, will, in 


such a community, hav enough to eat, enough to wear, 
enough recreation and pleasure, and enough work to earn all 
these, which shall then come as a matter of justice between 
man and man, and not as a result of sharp practice, lucky 
speculation, or excessiv toil. Whether the author is right or 
not is not for us to say, but for each to determin for him- 
self. These is no question but that the author's state- 
ments of the societary evils of to-day are correct, and there 
is also no question that such 8 state of affairs is a burning 
shame in & civilized community. The only open subject for 
discussion is whether our social doctor has prescribed the 
correct remedy. Those interested in these matters can find 
that out by reading the book. 


Tur Rev. Mr. Lauer, of Cleveland, Ohio, seems to be a 
second L. K. Washburn. Recently at a watering-place he 
preached & sermon upon ‘ The Church of the Future,” and 
his appearance is tbus described by a correspordent of the 
Pittsburgh Dispatch: ‘‘Heis young, good-looking, scholarly, 
and nothing about either himself or his sermon indicated 
shabbiness, seediness, or any of the characteristics of a crank 
evangelist. He did not wear his hair behind his ears, nor 
did he hav the look of far-awayness suggestiv of & screw 
loose in his brain. He was evidently a sober, sensible ycung 
man, full of energy, enthusiasm, and ambition." The sermon 
he preached was an exposition of the ‘‘ new theology,” as far 
away from the old doctrins and creeds as anything can pos- 
sibly be. The foundation of this ‘‘ theology” is evolution. 
It holds that man, instead of being created perfect in the 
garden of Eden and degenerating by reason of original sin, 
had, on the contrary, risen from a germ or protoplasm, and 
was in the nature of things growing more and more toward 
perfection; that mankind, instead of being predestined in 
the majority to endless punishment, was rather growing more 
and more up to the highest ideals. It rejects nothing that 
can be sustained by science. It holds as truth the brother- 
hood of man. It holds as false and cruel the doctrin of elec- 
tion and total depravity. It entirely abjures the notion 
“ that in Adam's fall we sinned all.” It would break down 
the barriers of sects, and claims as brother every man who 
desires to liv a pure, true, and righteous life. The people of 
Cleveland are to be congratulated upon their good fortune in 
securing such & preacher. . 


ee E 
In arranging for intellectual treats for the Frecthinkers of 
this state who did not attend the recent Convention, Mr. C. 
B. Reynolds sent the following letter to the preachers : 
** 33 CLINTON PLACE, New York, Aug. 16, 1880. 
“Dear Big: The New York Freethinkers! Association will bola 
its annual Convention at White Sulphur Springs, on Saratoga 
Lake, N. Y., September 2 to 12, 1886. Hundreds of persous who are 
now in ‘Doubting Castle’ will be influenced to decide for Secular- 
ism or Christianity at this meeting. The first principle of Secular- 
ists is justice; our motto, ‘Seek your own happiness by promoting 
that of others. We desire therefore that all honest hearts be af- 
forded opportunity to learn all the facts—that error may be refuted 
and all be enabled to decide intelligently. Knowing your great 
reverence for the Bible, we respect your consistent course in urging 
all to obey and reverence its teachings. ‘But sanctify the Lord 
God in your hearts, and be ready always to giv an answer to every 
man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you, with meek- 
ness aud fear’ (1 Peter iii, 15). We; therefore, feel confident you will 
promptly respond to our invitation to giv the reason of your faith 
and hope. We cordially invite you to attend on the days most con- 
venient to yourself, and discuss the claims the Bible has upon the 
people as a guide of life, and the effect upon the civilized world of 
the religion known as Christianity. We pledge you the most kind 
&nd courteous treatment. Your opponent shall be of highest 
moral character, a scholar, and in every respect a gentleman, 
whose sole desire is to hav the truth triumphant. Please forward 
the proposition you desire to affirm, and make your own selection 
of dates between September 2d and 12th for the discussion, and the 
Executiv Committee wil arrange their program to suit your con- 
venience. Awaiting your reply, 
* With respects and kindly wishes, ` 
“Yours truly, C. B. REYNOLDS, 
* Acting Chairman of Ex. Com. N. Y. F, A.” 
This was mailed to the subjoined list of noted *'* divines” 


&nd ordinary ministers : 


Rev. John I. Tucker, Troy, 


N. Y. 

Rev. Eugene L. Toy, Sche- 
nectady, N. Y. 

John B. Tibbitts, Hoosac, 
N. Y. 


C. H. D Stocking, Albany, 
N. 

W. E “Snowden, Cornwall, 
N. Y. 

Thaddeus A. Snively, Troy, 
N. 

Addison M. Sherman, Sing 


Sing, N. Y. 
W. E. Wilson, Troy, N. Y. 


W. D. Wilson, Ithaca, N. Y. 


Jos. T. Duryea, N. Y. 

Daniel Curry, D.D., N. Y. 

E. P. Parker, D.D., Hartford, 
Conn. 

Wm. Wilberforce Newton, 
D.D., Pittsfield, Mass. 

Jos. Anderson, D.D., Water- 
bury, Conn. 

Rev. Dr. MacArthur, Baptist 
church, N. Y. 

C. S. Robinson, D.D., Pres- 
byterian church, N. y. 

Leonard W. Bacon, D.D., 
Philadelphia. 

C. H. Parkhurst, D.D., Mad- 
ison square Presbyter. 

Daniel Curry, D.D., Method- 
ist, N. Y. 

Otis A. Glanbrook, Elizabeth, 


N. J. 
A. A. Hedge, D.D., Prince- 


ton, N. J. 
J. Banard, D.D., Paterson, 
N.J 


J. H. Mcllvaine, D.D., New- 
ark, N. J. 

Geo. B. Cheever, D.D., En- 
glewood, N. J. 

Edwin B. Webb, D.D., Bos- 
ton, Mass. 

A. A. Miner, D.D., Boston, 
Mass. 

J. L. Witherow, D.D., Bos- 
ton, Mass. 

John Lourey, Hackettstown, 


C. B. Parson, Geneseo, N. Y. 
O. P. Eaches, Hightstown, 
N. J. 
J. H. Dudley, Paterson, N. J. 
G. E. Weeks, Vailave. church, 
Troy, N. Y. 
Rev. Mr. Lyell, Calvary 
church, Albany, N. Y 
Rev. Mr. Hahn, Memorial 
chapel, Albany, N. Y. 
Han- 


Rev. David B. Ford, 
over, Mass. 
Rev. Dr. L. Baldwin, Boston, 


Mass. 
Rev. L. A. Lambert, Water- 
loo, N. Y. 


Rev. J. H. Knowles, Newark, 


N. J. 
E. B. Olmstead, Arcade, N. Y. 
Arthur S. Burrows, Passaic, 
N. Y. 


Of all these not one accepted. A few sent letters of re- 


gret that they could not attend, others put their negativ re- 
plies in their local papers, and the balance kept very quiet. 
It seems astonishing that among so many men earning a liv- 
ing by preaching none could be found with sufficient courage 
to face the Freethinkers.. 
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Letters from friends. 


ViNELAND, N. J., Sept. 10, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed I send you $2, and request you to 
pay $1 to friend Reynolds, to aid him in his fight with the 
saints of Boonton, and the other dollar accept to aid in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER illustrations. 

If Tug TRUTH SEEKER could afford to hav an artist when 
Friend Reynolds's trial comes off at Morris county, and at 
Monmouth county when the Hindoo is tried, perhaps you 
might discover the missing link. J. S. SHEPARD. 


Prairie-du-Chien is named from its former inhabitants, so is 
Baboonton called so to show the character of its present 
population. This curious town, with its half-evoluted breed, 
is an excellent argument for the Darwinian theory. It fur- 
nishes the long-sought ‘‘missing link." As there is a 
transitional period in the metamorphoses of the batrachia 
when it can be pronounced neither tadpole nor frog, 80 it is 
difficult to call these either human or brute. Dean Swift 
would probably call them Yahoos; but let us call them as 
they are, baboons, and let us compassionate them with a 
sort of fellow feeling, for where they are now our ancestors 
were several million years ago. It is related that one of 
these creatures, several years ago, by some chance found 
itself in France and in the presence of Dumas fils, on which 
occasion it evinced a curiosity greatly to be wondered at in 
a creature of such low parts. It interrogated this celebrated 
Frenchman of African descent as to his ancestry. 

* What countryman was your father, sir?" 

“ He was a Frenchman, sir.” 

* And your grandfather?” 

** A Frenchman.” 

t And your great-grandfather ?” 

'This, from a Yahoo, was too much for even our imper- 
turbable Frenchman. <A cloud shadows his brow and light- 
ning flashes from his eye as he thunders at the impertinent 
brute : 

“He was an ape, sir! My pedigree began where yours 
ends!” 

Just so we may seek to abate the disagreeable character- 
istics of these creatures; but we should remember what has 
been may yet be, and from this humble stock may yet spring 
true men. However, till there be some encouraging sign, as 
a warning to strangers, let us restore the original orthog- 
raphy of this name and write it on our maps ** Daboonton." 
As the case stands now, who could blame a ‘ decent-like 
hog" for getting enraged at being pictured in such beastly 
quarters, or at being identified with the “ Baboons of 
Baboonton," N. J.? J. K. P. BAKER. 


tion of being, but does it follow that a more etherealized 
brain more powerful to think and reason does not exist? We 
learn something of the almost endless forms of life on this 
planet, but who knows what forms life may assume on other 

worlds? We can produce all the tones and semitones em- 
ployed in music. Does it follow that there are no other 
sounds in the universe than we can create? We can make 
all the colors and shades of color conceivable. Does it follow 
that no other colors exist ? 

I don't offer argument, but many of your readers are well 
qualified to teach our philosophy, and those who wish to get 
knowledge must reach for it. The Materialists hav been 
getting ahead of us as regards volume, not argument, for 
some time pastin Taz Truru Seeker. I hope to hear from 
some of our able writers soon. 

Mr. Heston's pictures are excellent. He is a philosopher 
as well as an artist. W. AROHIBALD. 


Sacramento, CAL., Aug. 26, 1886. 

Mr. Enrroz: Inclosed find money order for five dollars— 
three for renewal for one year, and two for C. B. Reynolds 
to aid the cause of Freethought at the Convention. 

The two books came as per order. I take pride in circu- 
lating all such productions among my Christian friends. I 
wish Brother John Peck would reconstruct and enlarge on 
his late article in Tue 'TRuTH Seeker, and hav it published 
in pamphlet form. ‘The subject is a good one, and material 
is sufficiently abundant to insure good results. 

R. BUTTERFIELD. 


OAKLAND, Cat., Aug. 26, 1886. 

Mr. Eprrog: At this stage of the world’s progress, it 
seems rather strange, and givs me a sense of being set back 
a century, to learn through your paper that our friend and 
brother in the cause of humanity was mobbed, arrested, and 
otherwise maltreated for violating a law I fear was made 
more to protect a worthless, idle class than to benefit an 
almighty who can take care of himself. 

If we punish Mr. Reynolds, I fear we shall punish ourselvs 
also. Are the American people to wade through the church- 
made rivers of blood that our fathers crossed only a few 
years ago? Will the American workingman pay a church 
for teaching old fables that degrade and brutalize his chil- 
dren? What is more degrading than the doctrin that a man 
should eat his God? And yet we Catholics must do that. I 
could see with my God-made eyes the consecrated wafer; I 
could taste, and my reason, God’s highest and most sacred 
giftto me, declared, **"Tis a wafer and nothing more.” The 
ox can follow his God-given instinct, but man must obey the 
church, and must lower himself beneath the ox. He must 
subscribe to à. doctrin which God himself tells him, through 
nature, is not only false, but barbarous. 

Tt is not to be wondered at that Christians are themselvs 
cruel to one another and to their neighbors, when their God 
planned from the beginning that monstrous fable, the agony 
on the cross. Oh, what pain comes over my heart to see 
that dreadful symbol of apoE EES and superstition and cru- 
elty, that dreadful cross! Mr. Reynolds, beware of the 
cross? Remember Bruno, and don’t forget our persecuted 
Thomas Paine. 

I will end. by commencing with 31 to help pay for your 
defense, and hope that all lovers of truth and free speech 
will do the same. Yours truly, THOMAS ARPER. 


Sr. Paur, Miny., Sept. 7, 1886. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $5, to apply on the 
picture fund, Mr. Heston is doing splendidly, and I sin- 
cerely hope he may be spared many years in the exercise of 
his artistic skill in showing up the inconsistency of the Bible 
and the pernicious influence of Catholicism. I hav gained 
much information from the illustrations myself, in that they 
hav made clear to me subjects that before were obscure. I 
consider the pictures not only essential for the conversion of 
Christians, but also of incalculable value to the uneducated 

and indifferent Liberals. J. C. Roe. 


GYMPIE, QUEENSLAND, Aug. 1, 1886. 

Mx. Evrror: Dr. J. L. York, the Californian Freethought 
lecturer, has now finished a series of eight lectures to fairly 
representativ audiences. Notwithstanding the weather was 
rather inclement for the greater part of the three weeks that 
the doctor has been with us, it's noteworthy that thé attend- 
ance at the lectures formed the more advanced, liberal, and 
intelligent portion of our town and district, and judging from 
the manner in which Dr. York's scathing criticisms of the 
superstitions and bigotry of the various sections of the Chris- 
tian churches were received, the audiences were thoroughly 
with the lecturer. 

The Protestant ministers associated and invited a Mr. IT. 
A. Long from Glasgow Green, an anti-Infidel orator, who 
was lecturing in Brisbane, to come here for the purpose of 
counteracting Dr. York's influence with the people. Mr. Long 
is evidently a mere puppet as compared with our American 
friend, the whole of his logic being a mere play upon words, 
and twaddle of the most childish description, whilst the ora- 
tory of the doctor is most irresistible in its logical reasonings 
and appeals to the common sense of the people. The more 
Dr. York has spoken here, the greater influence he has ob- 


LIBERAL LITERATURE. 
Union SrAn, Ky., Sept. 11, 1886. 

Mr. Epırror: In no way can the cause of Freethought be 
more benefited and advanced than by the free, liberal, and 
indiscriminate scattering of Freethought literature. 

There are thousands of persons in this country who hav 
grave and honest doubts in regard to the infallibility, 
honesty, and truthfulness of the teachings of Christianity, |, 
though they hay never read a page of Liberal literature, hay 4 
never seen a Freethought journal, pamphlet, tract, or leaflet: g 
and probably do not even know there are such publiditiott 
in existence. aestqqua od 

Such persons doubt, but cannot tell whyothest dovhidd 
They do not believe the Christian doctrin, bus derat Jio vto 
what else to believe. They drift hort. jimlessly in in NUN 
chaos of doubt and uncertainty,’ foray TN na P Vents. 
unable to collect their scatterédy cay Bac hts; apard 
ter them on anything- tfo ibd (enjemts vasddulatit pda 
churches, Christianssoiiblessctindo atbikiqds 10f roélisiouso 


(superstitious) literatnre ro PET SEMPL pond BOR diario 


Surrn's Min, Mixy., Sept. 5, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: It was not my intention to intrude so soon 
again, but the temptation to acquaint you with the success 
of our Liberal meetings is irresistible. There were three of 
them, occurring Saturday evening, August 28th, Sunday 
afternoon and evening, August 29. Saturday evening’s 
meeting was held under difficulties, a day of drizzling rain 
having degenerated into a night of intense darkness. Not- 


gos night was his farewell lecture here, and at the sugges withstanding, Mr. Remsburg was greeted by a fair audience. HX. f aU dd Advisor BA E à ha 
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hearers, and had the effect to drive one good father in Israel 
from the house. 

Sunday morning dawned in sorrowful protest against out! 
contemplated wickedness, but sunshine under certaim!eir/ 
cumstances is a part of nature’s inflexible law, orthódoxyiád" 
the contrary notwithstanding. So out amid.Waving!direes!: 
and dancing sunbeams, after partaking of. spihethiupi/bettdr: 
than miraculously evoluted ‘loaves andiifishes,?: Myebsverel 
treated to an intellectual feast, on fliesubjeetbf.e"lBabbatle 
Breaking." The audience, thoughesitaly owiiig ite: hes pra: 
vious unfavorable condition oflthe iweathetyGvas thorbuehlbp 
appreciativ, as was shown ,bothi Wy.tieitl attithtion sndvsilti 
ingness to lend avshandafinaidially. ofhe inspiring ssttuins of) 


room, forty-seven members joining. The following officers 
were elected: Mr. W. H. Walker, president; Messrs. Lewis 
and Robinson, vice-presidents; Mr. C. Glegg, treasurer ; 
Mr. R. H. Datson, honorable secretary. I hav no doubt that 
this branch will grow and flourish, as the platform is sound 
and liberal, and the people are anxious for the truth. The 
circulation of Tne TRUTH SEEKER will also be extended here. 
Dr. York leaves here to-day for Maryborough, where he will 
giv a course of lectures prior to again returning to the me- 
tropolis. R. H. Darsox. 
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This being the truth, every-J'vegthinkerda-the land should 
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Lowe Larn, Minx., Aug. 30, 286. 
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my seventy-sixth year. But, like the 1 man about the horse 
trade, I will leave word with my boys to take it. Tio gf 
them, who liv one hundred miles from me, take it now); 

Thirty-one years ago, I came with my family from. Noya 
Scotia to Minnesota. My two oldest boysy:aeed si&teéfiz dnd 
eighteen, enlisted and served lip our Nar. 3 rawite, 
passed to spirit life twenty years age ,"Mioht M ine pe 
learned that Spiritualismewag)true ; th atthe c heat, qmestion, |, 
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sion ends, their circulation stops. This is not doing either 
our cause or our publications justice. They should be kept 
in circulation, and my plan of distribution is this: Let us set 
apart a certain day—say, the first day of each month—to 
gather up our old papers, tracts, etc., and mail them sever- 
ally to other persons. We can obtain names from. news- 
papers, circulars, school and college catalogs, etc., or we 
can exchange a list of names with each other. It might be 
asked, Why exchange your lists of names? . For this reason: 
Most every Liberal, in his own community, is a ‘notorious 
Infidel,” and any reading matter that he would hand an or- 
thodox Christian would be immediately consigned to the 
flames, with the accompanying prayer that its donor might 
meet with. a like fate hereafter, though, if the same thing 
should be received through the mails, it would be read, and. 
probably some good accomplished. 

Now, brothers and sisters, let us act upon this suggestion. 
On the first day of every month let us start some Liberal 
reading matter out on missionary work, if it is only & single 
package. What a pleasure it will be to know that, while we 
are folding, wrapping, and superscribing the dear old Trura 
SEEKERS and Investigators, and starting them out on their 
mission of love, enlightenment, liberty, and reform, there are 
probably thousands of others occupied in the same pleasant 
manner! 

Let us begin this good work the first day of October, and 
so load the United States mails with Infidelity on that day 
that the gréat Jewish Jehovah will be so enraged he will feel 
like wrecking every steamboat and railroad train on the con- 
tinent. I, for one, will pledge myself to make a general 
clean cut on that day, and start at least fifty packages. If 
999 other persons will do the same thing, there will be fifty 
thousand persons receive reading matter of a kind that 
probably they hav never seen before. Just think of it! 
Fifty thousand strangers reading Taz TRUTH SEEKER, Jnves- 
tigator, and other Liberal journals, periodicals, tracts, pam- 
phlets, leaflets, etc., the first few days of October! Could 
the result be anything but good ? CravroN Crosson. 

- 


BROOKLYN, E. D., N. Y., Sept. 2, 1886. 
"^ Mr. Epiror: Some Freethinkers would be startled at the 
idea that a live Spiritualist should hav the folly to attempt to 
ventilate his ideas through your columns, but when such 
thinkers understand you hav hundreds of these demented 
subscribers on your list, they will cease to wonder. 
In speaking of mediums and mediumship, I think there is 
much misconception. Many suppose that the circumstance 
of a person, man, woman, or child, being a medium implies 
that such individual is of superior intellect, superior moral- 
ity, superior learning, and superior wisdom, when in fact the 
reverse is too often most sorrowfully the truth. Thus, al- 
though we hav met, in our long experience, many estimable 
_ mediums of all phases of enlightenment—mediums who hav 

stood and still stand high in the estimation of the public— 
. yet we regret to affirm that we hav among us creatures who 
are equally as good mediums, but of the most degraded 
type, without the slightest conception of virtue or morality. 
This is well to be early understood. About this time much 
is said about Mr. Truesdell’s teachings. Now, whether he is 
a fraud or medium, or both, is a matter of question. 

It is a known fact among Spiritualists that there are many 
mediums sailing around among the public ‘‘so loose of 
soul" who sell. the phenomena of Spiritualism for greed— 
that is, where there is a community of skeptics they serve it 
up as a mere trick, and so it passes; but when they strike a 
conununity of believers, they pass off the phenomena as 
genuin. These creatures select the name of some reputable 
medium, slate-writer, rapping or clairvoyant, as the case 
may be, and when detected, bring down disgrace both on 
their own head and that of the assumed honest medium. All 
they go for is the almighty dollar. 

Mediumship, in all its strangeness, is far from being a lu- 
crativ business, and mediums, like all our advanced think- 
ers and lecturers, hav to eat off very small plates to make a 
living, and I hav yet to learn of the first genuin medium who 
has laid by a competency for old age. It is true such medi- 
ums may write an interesting book, and expect much from 
its sale; but people are beginning to discriminate between 
fact, fraud, and fiction, and there is too much private or do- 
mestic examination of this. mystic subject to question its 
truth. 

The writer, perhaps, was the first one who tried the invis- 

ibles in their ability:to giv the word that would open the 
common Bramah lock, with its three or four million changes. 
He once flattered himself it was an impossibility, but was 
mistaken, let the lock be set as remote from the medium as 
was chosen, or by whom. This experiment took place fully 
twenty-five or thirty years ago. 
. While in at the rooms of a medium one day a stranger en- 
tered. He addressed the medium, saying, * I hav recently 
heard much of late on the mystery of lock-opening; now, 
here is one that has been closed for five years past. It 
belonged to my brother, who has been dead that space of 
time. Now, if the combination cannot be given, it must re- 
main closed and useless. 

The medium and myself gave the lock an inspection. It 
was really a costly and beautiful lock,.of silver, and artistic- 
ally made. The lock was laid on the table beforc the me- 
dium, and his hand involuntarily wrote the word ‘ Mo- 
hawk.” The gentleman seized the lock, and, on trial of its 
six rings with trembling hands, it readily opened to the 
word. 

The gentleman mused in silence for a few minutes, and at 
length said that, by computation, this lock, with its six rings 
inscribed with the Roman alphabet of twenty-six letters, 
would giv changes of many, many millions, to open it by 
mere guessing! If the skeptic should. choose mind-reading 


'disprove evolution. 


23 & last resort, the only ntind conceivable would be the mind 
of the defunct brother. "The writer has in store, through his 
experience, hundreds of facts, but to conclude that he had, 
arrived at the bottom facts of the mysteries of existence he 
does not presume, although he has a very vivid recollection 
of some of its rascalities and frauds. D. Broce. 


MILWAUKEE, OR., Sept. 15, 1886. 

Mr. Eprrog: Evolution is a fact, but the manner in whicb 
it takes place is to some extent theory. The value of & lect- 
ure like that recently published in Taz TRUTH SEEKER by 
Mr. Watts is that it helps us to understand that process. 
Those who hav access to books and museums, and leisure to 
study, should be careful to giv us accurate statements of the 
results of scientific inquiry. : 

Mr. Watts speaks of ‘‘ spontaneous generation” as a part 
of the process of evolution, whereas, if it were true, it would 


live organisms from non-living matter. 


meet with it, and to which it really belongs.” 


If. innumerable organisms, some higher, some lower, be- 


longing to different species, can be produced spontaneously, 
evolution is superseded. 


them, and says it was done by spirits. 


most favorable possible. 


there themselvs. 


ously the higher animals and man. 


of the poet: 
Hopsy Popsy never was born; i 
She never had a mother. 
She must hav hatched ont in the corn 
Or haystack, one or t’other. 


The notion of spontaneous generation contradicts the plain- 
est facts of embryology. Francis E. White, M.D. (Popular 
Science Monthly, March, 1884), says: ‘‘In the earliest per- 
ceptible stage of its existence, the human being consists of a 
minute, apparently homogeneous mass of living matter, of a 
kind known, since the days of Von Mohl and Remak, as pro- 
But protoplasm is itself the result of evolution, 
&nd its production implies time and conditions which could 
not possibly be obtained in a little isolated world made ont 


toplasm." 


of artificial water. 
Another point needs a little criticism. Mr. Watts says : 


** Man was certainly the last animal that appeared, as he was 
If it be asked, Why highest as well as last? the 
answer is that because, by the process of evolution, the high- 


the highest. 


est must be last.” 


Why should all the animals stop evoluting the instant. a 
being distinctivly human appeared? Is it not inevitable that 
the same forces and conditions which had produced thou- 
sands of species before should continue to operate? How 
could we know if such a sentiment were true? Listen to 
** It is not by any means certain that man 
—I mean the species homo sapiens of zoological terminology 
—has consummated the.land population in the sense of ap- 
Let me make my 
From a morphological point 
of view, our beautiful and useful contempofary—I might call 
him colleague—the horse (eguus caballus), is the last term of 
the evolutional series to which he belongs, just as homo sa- 
piens is the last term of the evolutional series of which he is a 
If I want to know whether the species eguus cabal- 
lus made its appearance on the surface of the earth before or: 
after homo sapiens, deduction from known law does not help 
There is no reason that I know of why one should hav 
If I turn to obser- 
vation, I find abundant remains of equus caballus in Quater- 
The existence of homo 
Evidence 
has been produced in favor of man's existence in the Pliocene 
It does not satisfy me; but I 


Professor Huxley: 


pearing at a later period than any other. 
meaning clear by an example. 


member. 


me. 
appeared sooner or later than the other. 


nary strata, perhaps a little earlier. 
sapiens in-the Quaternary epoch is also certain. 


or even in the Miocene epoch. 
hav no reason to doubt that the fact may be so, nevertheless. 
Indeed, I think it quite possible that further research will 


show that homo sapiens existed not only before eguus caballus 
but before many other existing forms of animal life" (The 
Interpreters of Genesis and the Interpreters of Nature). Is 


not man as likely to be the oldest as the youngest of the 
present mammalian inhabitants of our planet? 
D. PRIESTLEY. 


Dzoarus, ILL., Sept. 1, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: The Christian says that God will protect him 
in time of disease and battle, and also that he will answer his 
prayers. Now, I will not only ask the layman, but also the 
clergy, to come and let us reason together, that by our 
commingling ideas we may both be profited. Now, when 


the Christian is stricken low with disease he never ong 
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He says: ‘Dr. Bastian maintains that 
he has succeeded, in innumerable instances, in producing 
Hence the doctrin of 
evolution, which is in accordance with true philosophy, finds 
support in that physical science where we should expect to 


The independent slate-writer fast- 
ens two slates together so nothing can possibly be written 
between them, and then produces the slates with writing on 
M. Pouchet manu- 
factures *' artificial water" out of oxygen and hydrogen, sub- 
jects it to heat above the boiling point, isolates it from the 
whole world, from all the past of our planet’s history, in 
fact, makes a-little artificial world of his own, and in that 
world makes the conditions for the production of. life the 
He then shows it to you contain- 
ing animals vastly higher than many which are known to 
hav. been evolved from lower forms, and says they came 
If this is true, what may we not assume 
to hav occurred where the conditions were favorable? 
If so much can be done in such a little world, made out of 
artificial water, surely this great world, with its immense 
variety of chemical and thermal cgnditions, its vast oceans 
and continents, should be expected to produce spontane- 
Instead of saying, with 
Reade, ‘‘ Dots of animated jelly, without definit form or fig- 
ure, swimming unconsciously in the primeval sea, were the 
ancestors of man, and the history of our race begins with 
them, and continues without an interruption to the present 
day," we may say of our maternal ancestor, in the language 


dreams of the efficacy of ‘prayer, but hastily resorts to the 
Skill of medicin, which is not the invention of God but of 
man. And while in this moment of peril his faith in God as 
a healing medium vanishes like the hoary frost before the 
dawning sun. And should the patient recover under the 
treatment of the physician, the clergy will assume the 
authority for saying ‘“‘ the Lord is not willing that he should 
pass from among us yet." But should the physician not un- 
derstand the disease of his patient, and he dies, the clergy- 
man in attendance at the funeral will again assume the 
authority for saying, *' Brothers and sisters, the Lord has 
seen fit, in his tender mercy, to take this brother from our 
midst that he might be relieved of his suffering "-—speaking 
as though (taking the Christian at his own idea of God's 
power) God could not just as easily relieve the suffering by 
healing them as to kill and rob them of their lives. 

Now, taking the Christian at his own claim, that God in- 
Spires or dictates to the physician how to administer his 
medicin to the afflicted in order to heal or kill them, what 
then would be the need of men to concern themselvs to 
acquire a knowledge of what is required to get a diploma? 
If God does administer aid to suffering humanity through 
the efforts of man, why can he not dispense with man en- 
tirely? If God is ever-present, and in attendance with the 
physician at the bed of affliction, why has it not always been 
just as easy to cure a case of small-pox as one of chicken- 
pox? Does the fatality of a disease depend upon God's as- 
sistance? If so, is not his attribute of a contagious order? 
In what way does he commingle his infinit attributes with 
any disease in order to heal or kill the ailing ? 


These are questions that certainly can be answered by the 
Christian sa he would not believe in something of which he 
could giv no conception. Again, it is erroneously claimed 
that there is a God of battles. This silly notion, however, is 
not confined to the Christian world, but is harbored in the 
minds of every barbaric tribe on the face of the earth—the 
combatants on each side claiming that God in some mys- 
terious way is particularly interested in the extermination of 
those they are pleased to call their enemies. Of course they 
admit that battles are fought by men, but they are credulous 
about the matter to the effect that God is the real cause of 
the victory. But how this miraculous achievement is ob- 
tained they offer no information that would satisfy a rational 
mind—that relies upon ocular demonstrations—but they com. 
fort themselvs in this way rather than disturb their dead calm 
of faith to learn the startling facts that an abundance of am- 
munition, disciplined soldiers, and good generalship are re- 
quired to win battles. To deny the assistance of God’s hand 
in time of battle is simply sacrilegious in the sight of an adher- 
ent to this delusion ; though we should not expect anything 
better of the Jew or Christian when they hav from time im: 
memorial been infused with the following Bible passages 
which they consider as having emanated direct from God ; 
** The Lord is a man of war; thc Lord is his name.” ** The ^ 
Lord shall go forth as a mighty man; he shall stir up 
jealousy like a man of war; he shall cry, Yea, war! he shall. 
prevail against his enemies." **'The Lord hath opened his 
armory, and hath brought forth thc weapons of his indigna- 
tion." ‘And he said unto them, Thus saith the Lord God 
of Israel, Put every man his sword by his side, and go in 
and out from gate to gate throughout the camp, and slay 
every man his brother, and every man, his companion; and 
my wrath shall wax hot and I will kill you with the sword ; 
and your wives shall be widows, and your children father- 
less." '* And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Vex the 
Midianites and smite them." 


Imight continue to quote at great length these hideous 
passages which the frenzied warriors of those barbarous ages . 
had craftily put into thc mouth of their Jewish Jehovah in 
order to hoodwink and intimidate their opposers; also to 
encourage their own army. And it is amazing to state that 
this ancient delusion has reached the shores of our own 
time—that God still continues to finger in battles at the 
present day. But it appears from the following that he wag 
no more successful in battles of early times than at the pres- 
ent, for we read, ‘‘ And the Lord was with Judah, and he 
drave out the inhabitants of the mountains, but could not 
drive out the inhabitants of the valley because they had 
chariots of iron.” 


What did it matter if they did hav chariots of iron? Is it 
to be supposed that if God ever had any hand in war 
man could invent an implement that would defeat him in 
battle? To admit of such a thing is to assume that man is 
equal with God in power. In our late war of the rebellion, 
between the North and South, it was the firm conviction of 
thousands, yea, millions, on both sides of the contest that 
God was in their favor, and on their side alone did he assist. 
And this they proclaimed from the house-tops whenever 
they achieved a victory, but were as silent as the grave 
whenever met by defeat. Why did either army claim his 
assistance in one victory when they were defeated in the 
next contest ?. I hav been answered to the effect that God 
allows his elect to be defeated occasionally by their enemies 
in order to chastise them. Very well; butis he not favor- 
ing his enemies when he allows them to defeat his own | 
army, which was done almost alternately during the war of 
the rebellion? Then upon what grounds is it claimed Una 
there is a God of battles? Please just giv us proof of that! 
fact. Giv us just one shadow of evidence F Fae was 
ever a power in battle superior to man?,; inh Haine Gh oper 
fiendish idea of God causing one portion, of, ‘tie. PN gregtures 
to be slaughtered by the others»just inderderotoochsatieeq 
them. If God has the power, aP itis 'elaiedy totirepesónét 
to victory, why has he not the sania’ power to Wii? Daties by 
the mere exergise of his wilkP Phe fOllpibtiam! wha Eont 
siders it 2^r8Hbious duty to accuse, Gott pe, Pare Bieocént 
blood WIERE Sthnd ready to, conden, the, i bi Were itn 


coRE By mere finite man. pal A Liban DERG aT 
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Children’s Qorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixow, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


** Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes & pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour.” 


Carlo's Sacrifice. 


A hundred pounds for Carlo Monaldi ! 
Gifts for the brave who has given his all! 
Bolder than he never followed a banner; 
Grander than he never guarded a wall. 
Hero unnamed with the heroes of story— 
Praise him whose praises no bard ever penned; 
Honor the soldier who, careless of glory, 
Offered bis life for the life of his friend. 


Down on the valleys of Piedmont in thousands 
Poured from the mountains the Austrian foe ; 
Up at the call of the trumpet to meet them, 
Alpine and Appenine marched to the Po. 
Vainly her firesides ia sorrow forsaken 
Love from the lot of the sword would defend ; 
Carlo was left, and his comrade was taken, 
Cæsar Manati, bis kinsman and friend. 


He was the stay of his father and mother 
He was their comfort, their idol, their all; 

Woe for the home and the hearts of the aged, 
Sonless if Cæsar Manati should fall. 

None for their proffer of gold would replace him, 
Pity no hand to release him could lend ; 

Only young Carlo stood by to embrace him, 
Daring for love to deliver his friend. 


“I am an orphan,” said Carlo Monaldi, 
“ Bound by no filial or family tie ; 
Better for me to be fighting your battles, 
Absent unlonged for, unmissed if I die. 
Better my loss than that many another 
Fortune should ruin or sorrow should rend ; 
Duty is first to your father and mother— 
Mine be the danger that threatens my friend.” 


Long was his pleading unheeded. “In friendship 
Cæsar Manati shall not be outdone;  . 

Never thy safety for mine "—and the soldier 
Manfully shouldered his knapsack and gun. 

But his strong heart, as his mother steod weeping, 
Strong in its trial, gave way at the end, 

And the hot tears to his eyelids upleaping 
Answered their thanks to the pledge of his 

riend, 


“ A hundred pounds for Carlo Monaldi! 
Nobly our hero the bounty has won, 

Well shall the father reward him who, willing, 
Offers his life for the life of his son !” 

But the bright goldin the hand of its giver 
Carlo's proud spirit could only offend. 

Duty with him was no sordid endeavor, 
Only a service for love of his friend. 


Forth to the war went the youth in his beauty, 

© . Nerved by affection to peril unknown, 

Facing the fate that was forged for another, 
Bearing the burden he chose for his own. 

Fierce his heart kindled when morn o'er the river 
Saw the black eagles to combat descend. 

Dire was their füght, but they daunted him never, 
Fearless of foes while he fought for his friend. 


On to the strife where the crosses were gleaming 
ite on the flags of his country and king ! 
And the dark hosts, on the field of Novara, 
Met like the meeting of storms on the wing, 
Down with the Hapsburg ! but shadows of ruin 
Hover where patriot and tyrant contend; 
Death, in the tumult of flight and pursuing, 
Spares not the bosom that bleeds for a friend. 


Yonder fair marble records the brief story— 

“ Cæsar Manati erected this tomb, 

The conscript redeemed to the volunteer soldier, 
Carlo Monaldi, who died in his room." 

There, till expires the last grateful emotion, 
Italy’s sires will in pilgrimage wend, 

Teaching their children love’s gallant devotion, 
Praising the hero who ransomed his friend. 


Let the bright babes of all Christendom’s mothers 
In the sweet songs at their cradles be told 

Of the young warrior whose knightly oblation 
Points to the sweeter evangel of old. 

Till the last splendors of man’s self-denial 
Into the glories of Calvary blend, 

Where the divine one, supreme in his trial, 
Perished, the sinner's redeemer and friend. 


THERON Brown. 


The story of ‘‘Carlo’s Sacrifice” is well 
told in the poem above. Cæsar Manati had 
been conscripted into the Italian army, but 
his friend, Carlo Monaldi, ‘‘an orphan,” 
“ bound by no filial or family tie," volunteers 
as his substitute, out of pure friendship, re- 
jecting the “hundred pounds” with which 
Caesar's father desired to reward him. 

Carlo falls in battle, and Cæsar erects a 
monument to the memory of his self-sacri- 
ficing friend. So far, it isa good story well 
told; but now our poet breaks out in his final 

. illogical and irrelevant stanza. It is like a 
total eclipse of the sun in its mid-day reful- 
gence: 


Let the bright babes of all Christendom’s mothers 
In the sweet songs at their cradles be told 

Of the poung warrior, whose knightly oblation 
Points to the sweeter evangel of old. 

Till the last splendor of man’s self-denial 
Into the glories of Calvary blend, 

Where the divine one, supreme in his trial, 
Perished, the sinne?'s redeemer and friend. 

* * * * * + * 


Ah, Theron Brown, I think, with you, 
To Carlo’s sacrifice is due 

The glowing praise you render— 
A monument that far outvies 
The shaft Manati’s care supplies, 

With all its chiseled splendor. 


I, too, once heard my country’s call; 

I cared not where the “draft” might fall— 
I was Do craven schemer ; 

For then to me it plainly seemed 

That whosoe'er would be redeemed 
Must be his own redeemer. 


Had I, from love of child and wife, 
Sent some one else into the strife— 
My place supplied by proxy— 
"Twould take, methinks, a fertil mind 
In this a parallel to find 
To self-styled orthodoxy. 


can’t wait. 


at Onset Bay. 


But if I had deserted quite, 
Against my country’s cause to fight, 
Then caught, condemned for treason, 
Could Justice, with impartial eye, 
Accept a friend for me to die? 
No rhyme can giv it reason. 


No babbling babes, however bright, 

Though sweet their songs, can make wrong right, 
"Tis senseless as their rattle. 

Each soul in its own place must stand 

To wear a coward's, traitor’s brand, 
Or hero's crown in battle. 


In vain the murd'rer, traitor, thief, 
Urges the plea of his belief 
In substitution's story. 
Even his Christian judges see 
On earth, at least, it may not be, 
And “swing him off to glory.” 

Irwin, Ia. J. K. P. BAKER. 

[The above criticism of ** Carlo’s Sacrifice” 
is very fine, and we agree with our talented 
correspondent that man must ever be his own 
redeemer, and that each soul must stand in 
its own place forever.—Ep. C. C.] 

———9-$—— —————— 
Joe. 

Joe, of whom I write, is an Indian. Heis 
of the Micmac tribe, and his tribal name is 
Spotted Horse. 

Iwill tell you how I became acquainted 
with Joe, or Spotted Horse. At the close of 
a summer day, a messenger came up to the 
cottage where I was living, and said: 

* Edgar wants Susie to come to the shore 
with her hat and shawl. He has borrowed 
the Indian’s canoe.” 

I did not wait. but, snatching my shawl 
and hat, ran across the road and down the 
bluff to the edge of the water, where Edgar 
was paddling in a pretty birch-bark canoe. 

** Come, get in, get in, and Il. paddle you 
over to the dock,” said Edgar. ‘Come, I 
Be spry." 

But, in being spry, I nearly capsized the 
craft, and found myself almost on all fours, 
sprawling in the water that kisses the beach 


“Hold on now! Wait, I tell ye. You're 
so—so—careless. A canoe isn't a gunboat 
or a battering-ram. You—look out—there— 
step carefully now. All right—so—squat !” 

I obeyed instructions. 

“ Now, don't you move on the peril of your 


life," and Edgar’s eyes glared at me dread- 


fully, savagely, and I did not move an inch. 
I scarcely breathed: We paddled along 
smoothly, gliding over the waters, but I 
never felt happier than when that canoe 
slipped alongside the floating dock, and I 
pulled myself up on its pine flooring. 

Joe stood there, grinning in a ghastly way, 
and I then discovered that Edgar had ‘‘ bor- 
rowed" the canoe without leave, while its 
owner was off in his wigwam, and this was 
the first intimation that the brave had of the 
whereabouts of his birchen bark. Visions of 
hat:hets, tomahawks, sharp knives, and 
scalps of various hues floated before my 
vision. 

* It's all right; you needn't be scared,” said 
Edgar, eyeing the red man rather dubiously 
at the same time. ` 

“I'm not scared by any means, but it is 
rather cold on the water,” and, of course, I 
quivered some, though I spoke up bravely. 

‘Please, sir, you are a friendly Indian, I 
believe—and you won't scalp me, will you ?” 
I looked at the Indian inquiringly. 

He kept on grinning. 

At last he spoke. ‘‘Me no scalpee short- 
haired squaw! Ho! ho! he! Me likee 
squaw.” 

So we became friends at once, and I prom- 
ised him I would tell the children in the Cor- 
ner all about Joe and his canoe, if he would 
come and spend the evening with me, which 
he readily agreed to do, if Arthur, the captain 
of the floating dock, would accompany him. 
Arthur said he would be glad to'do 80, and 
when they came, we passed & very agreeable 
evening. 

Joe sang some Indian songs in his nativ 
tongue, and spoke the names of the inmates 
of our cottage in Indian language, ànd Ar- 
thur sang several pieces, also, in his own dia- 
lect: Joe told stories of his childhood, and 
of how his mamma died when he was a little 
pappoose. His father played the violin once 
for many years, but when Joe’s mother died, 
after that his father could play no more, the 
strings all broke, and the violin was lifeless 
evermore. Joe was sent to school, and 
learned some, but when the teacher beat him 
with a rod, his proud spirit rebelled, and he 
would never go to school afterward. 

* Why are you called ‘Spotted Horse? 
And why do Indians hav such names as ‘Fly- 
ing Cloud,’ ‘ Bright Star,’ ‘ Rising Sun,’ etc.?” 
I inquired. 

* Because," answered Joe, “tbe children 
are named for the first object that the mother 


sees after she looks on the baby for the first 
iime." 

This was said in Joe's quaint way of speak- 
ing our language: 

“If the momer see big spoon, baby be 
named Big Spoon; if she see speckled hen, 
baby be Speckled Hen always; if she see the 
sun shining, baby be Sunlight; and so on.” 

We all thought that very romantic indeed. 
We asked a great many questions of Joe, all 
of which he answered intelligently—and 
truly, I suppose. For a wonder, Joe is a 
Catholic, having been trained in that faith. 

** Me not much great belief in it,” said he. 
“ Best religion be to do good.” ` 

* So it is, Joe; let us practice it," we all 
said: 

Joe was delighted to think he would be put 
in print, and said I must tell that he went to 
a picnic at Calamuet and was in a race with 
two other canoes, and his canoe won the 
race, and that next year he will hav three ca- 
noes in the waters of Onset bay, and take all 
the girls on the water who will care to go 
with him. Joe has a full Indian suit, in which 
he dresses sometimes. He appears quite styl- 
ish in his beaded frock and cap of feathers. 
The children all think he is beautiful when 
dressed up, and say that if they were Indians 
they would wish to be just like Joe, er Spot- 


ted Horse. S. H. W. 
——— — -$-9— ————— 


An Improved Thimble. 

A friend indeed is the ‘‘ Needle-threading 
Thimble.” We hav seen ladies with poor 
eyesight poke, and work, and bother, and 
get provoked at the mere act of threading a 
needle. A good Samaritan has, however, 
arisen in the Freethought ranks, and by 
means of a cunning little invention attached 
to a thimble, remedies forever the defects of 
eyesight by a very simple arrangement. An- 
other invention no less unique and useful is the 
“Thread-clipping Thimble,” by the same good 
benefactor of the human race. This attach- 
ment to: the thimble cuts the thread from 
spool, sewing machine, or cloth, thus saving 
teeth, eyes, or use of scissors. These thimbles 
ought to sell by the million, and no lady 
should be without one. They should be 
universally adopted as a great improvement 
over the old-fashioned thimble. 

It is a matter of congratulation that our 
most important inventions hav been generated 
in the braius of Liberals, and among them 
may be classed W. P. Slensby, of the 
Slensby Manufacturing Company, 176 Broad- 
way, New York, who has patented the 
thimbles above mentioned, and will be only 
too happy to supply the women of this 
world, or any other, with his improved 
thimble at trifling cost, twenty-five cents— 
and any body can afford that. S. H. W. 

———— 9 -9—— — ——— 
Our Puzzle Box. 


1.—ENIGMA. 
My fürst is in flour, but not in wheat ; 
My second is in sour, but not in sweet; 
My third is in blue, but not in black; 
My fourth is in face, but not in back ; 
My fifth is in thrice, but not in twice; 
My sixth is in tea, but not in rice; 
My seventh is in bud, but not in rose; 
My eighth is in shut, but not in close; 
My ninth isin rain, but not in shine; 
My tenth is in ring, but not in chime; 
My eleventh is in frost, but not in rime. 
My whole is a Liberal 
Carlow, Mo. 


oet. 
ESSIE L. Lawson. 


2.— QUESTION. 

How can you salute a man and inquire the 
state of his health by simply speaking his 
name ? A. H. WALKER. 

Oswego Center, N. Y. 


8.— DIAMOND. 


1. A vowel. 

2. To regulate. 

3. A blade of grass. 

4. The vowels. 

5. A temporary peace. 

6. A female sheep. 

7. A vowel. f 

Lyons, N. Y. C. Rooxer. 

4.—OHARADE. 

The first an endearing name for mother, 

The second should also be another— 

** A well-bred woman,” but, by my troth, 

I think they should be mother’s, both, 

For three fourths of the latter’s blest employ 

Is to press to her breast a little boy. 

“A /? “a boy!” and, between the two, 

It seems they hav nothing else to do 

Whenever they meet, from first to last, 

But to clasp a boy and hold him fast, 

And worry and fret, for never yet 

But & world of worriment goes with a pet. 

Whooping-cough, measles,  chicken.pox, 
mumps, 

This is the way their worry jumps ; 

Any one or all of these, 

Or any other dread disease. 

That is their meeting's sole pretense, 

And this of their theme is the only sense ; 
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Alas! that even our sweets must sour, 
That a spider lurks in the fairest flower, . 
That azpesjjlence rides on every breeze 
Sowing the seeds of disease, DISEASE. 

J. K. P. B. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN’S OORNER, 
SEPTEMBER 11, 1886. 


1.-Peri-wig. 
2.- DERVISH 
INERT 
ARE 
SM, 
ROE 
SANDY 
BITTERN. 


; D. B. Cozine, of Lexington, Ky., desires 
the full address of Herman Tausig. 


Mottoes for Freethinkers. 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards, which we offer for sale. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the '* God-bless-our- 
home” placards which disfigure the walls of so 
many houses. They are printed on heavy card- 
board, 9 inches by 921-2. The motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gram of U. M. L. The following are the various 
ieadings: s 


THE WORLD. : 


: FREE THOUGHT WILL GIV US TRUTH. 


LEETE teses. mc Oe rece ee enee ow pean m 


: UNIVERBAL MENTAL LIBERTY. . 
: THE TIME TO BE HAPPY IS NOW, : 
: AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY IS HERE. H 


NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE 
TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. 


M THE WORLD IS MY COUNTRY; H 
: TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION. : 


The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents. 

For Freethought societies there is a large card - 
22 x 15 inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading, containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism, Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Price, 30 
cents. Anyof these will be sent postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, ' 
88 Clinton Pl., New York City. 


ELEMENTS 


UNIVERSAL HISTORY 


HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS 
AND FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. 


‘By Prof. H. M. Cottinger, A.M. 


This book is just what the busy world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of history from 2,000 
years B.C. on up to 1888, all in a nutshell.—Et. 
mina Stenker. — . 

As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place; in the family it would be no 
less importan; ;&8 conveying information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan, Wixon. 

Mr. Cottinger'sintentions in writing this book 
are excellent, and his standpoint admirable. Tt 
may be commended as fulfilling its purpose of a 
concise: and interesting historical text-book.— 
Milwaukee Sentinel. ^ 

Price, Cloth, $1.50. . 
For Schools, in Quantities, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 
SUBJECTS : 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in nglish or German 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. 


SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B, Foote. Five volumes, at $1 each, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2. 


SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth 
volume of “Science in Story.") 50 cents. 


.HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages. 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. d 


SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam- 
phletg). By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: "Bacteria 
m their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, advocating personal and publie hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; *'Health in the Sun- 
beam,” considering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and well. y mail, 10 cents each. 


HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). **TheLaw 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 886 pages, cloth 
bound, $2; “Heredity,” by_ Lorin oody, 159 
pages, cloth, 75 cents; * The Law of eredity,” by 

. H. Marsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 
Human Temperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; * Generation before Regen- 
eration,” by Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; ‘“ Re- 
ports of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
1882,” 10 cents; ‘Third Annual Convention of the 
Institute of Heredity May, 29, 1883,” 10 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


CALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 

CANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 

IDAHO. 

A. Erwin, Murray. 

ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 

Bros., Chicago. 

INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 

' KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 

MAINE. 

B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 


Mills). 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
MICHIGAN. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. 
Dr. Wolff, 620 North 5th street, St. Louis. 
Joseph L. Andrew, Liberal. 
MONTANA. 
O. B. Whitford, Butte eCity: 
NEBR. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 10 108 8 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe Bt., Brooklyn. 
OHIO 
N. Hexter, 303 Superior ‘street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior Bt, Cleveland. 
OREGON. 
Wm. Chance, Astoria, 
F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr. J. H. Rhodes, 315 North 10th st., Phila. 
peers Longford, 1106 Lcopard st., Phila. 
Luse, Waynesburg. 
chade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 


W.F. 
TENNESSEE. 
Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 
TEXAS. 


L. Andruss, Denison. 

T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 
UTAH. : 

Jamcs Ashman, Salt Lake City. 

D. F. Keeler, Park City. 

W. F. Re eybould, Salt Ls City. 

John A. Jost, Ogden. 

Henry Booth, Stockton. 


: VIRGINIA. 
Mrs. Elmina D. gres. Snowville. 


GLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 J vide 8 Court, Fleet street, 
London. 


Robt G. Ingersoll’s 
OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 
in the suit ofthe ` 


Bankers’ rnd Merchants’ Tele- 
graph Company 
against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company. 
EU EN 


So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that THE TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli- 
cal Works. 


By THOMAS PAINE, 
“The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, ail Six copies for 
1.00. i 


THe CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 
ration.” 


Price, 35 cents. 


For either of these works, or any of Paine's 
writings, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
$3 Clinton lace, New York. 


BIBLE MYTHS 


AND THEIR 


Parallels in Other Religions. 


Being a Comparison of the Old and New Testa- 
ment Myths and Miracles with those of 
heathen nations of Antiquity, Con- 
sidering also their Origin 
and Meaning. With 

numerous illus- 
trations. 

The object of the work 18 to point out the myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound; ; 
to show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning. 

“ Tt is unquestionable true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else so accessible as they are now made 
in the work before us."—N, Y. Sun. 


1 vol. 8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages. 
ai Price, 82.50. 


SL THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
~ 33 Clinton Place, New York 


PRICE, TWENTY-FIVE CENTS. 
.—THE— 


TRUTH SEEKER 
ANNUAL 
dfreathinkerg Almanar. 


1 886 (Ex. 286). 


WITH THIRTY PORTRAITS OF DISTINGUISHED 
EUROPEAN FREETHINKERS, SCIENTISTS, AND 
PHILOSOPHERS, AND MANY OTHER 
ILLUSTRATIONS. 


CONTENTS: 


Calendar for pe. Erogthought in the United 
States, 1885; he Church Filches from the 
State; Public GA ETE to the Church; The 
Religion of Crime; Chaplains in our Army and 
Nav ; The Higher Life, by Courtlandt Palmer; 

ream, Dur P. Putnam; The erican 
Erie Union; Statistics of Our Foreign-Born 
Population; The Curate of Churnside. (Selected 
story.) By Jas. Pa ne; How Voltaire Died, by the 
Editor: ‘he Iron Vi sin: ; Religious Divisions of 
ihe World; Paine Memorial Hall (Illustrated); 
The Story of 1885; Immigration to the U. S, 
1820-1884; Freethought in Australia; Freethought 
on the Continent; ubjects of: Illustration; Free- 
thought Journals; eligious Denominations; 
Area and Value of Farms; Population of Large 
Cities; Liberal Lecturers. 


ILLUSTRATIONS : 


Lick Observatory, G Girard College, Philadelphia, 
Freethought Hall, Waco, Texas (interior view); 
Freethought Hall Waco, Texas (extestér view); 
Tent, Iron Virgin, Paine Hall, Morcure D. 

ooe Ton Saladin, Annie Besant, Mary Wollstone- 
craft, G Foote, Austin Holyoake, J. S. Mill. 
George Elst. Geo. Standring, Ep Haeckel, 
Auguste Comte Edward Gibboñ, uller, 
'Thos. xley, Voltaire, Chas. Daryin, ousseau, 
Corns Byron, Shel ley, De David Hume, „Goethe, 
Hobert Burns, Richard Carlil ep Herbert 8 encer, 
Castelar, Bradlaugh, Chas. A. Watts, J. A. roude, 
John Tyndall. : 


NEW YORK: 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANT, 
33 CLINTON PLACE. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, poruiere te pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, itis now known to be the work of 

URR, one of our ablest correspondents. ore 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at this office. 


LUCHUC HEATER 


CHARLES DARWIN 


Admirers of the Great vat Naturalist, and practically 
the father of Evolution, will: be glad. to know that 
we hav. a fine lithograph of him for sale—size 
183x24 inches on heavy plate f paper. Franied, the 
picture will make a splendi ornament for the 
parlors of Freethinkers. Price, 25 cents. 

‘Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Cuin Pl.; New York. 


Nallvath-Breaking. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG, . 
Author of “False Claims,” “Bible 
Morals,” Etc. 


The best and most thorough work ever written 


on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 


view. 


Large an: Handsome Print. 


SINGLE COPIES, E - 
Six Coprzs, - E à 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
BY W. 8. BELL. 


“Tam very much pleased with it, and I wish the 
seventy thousand ministers of this country were 
obli ge to purchase the pamphlet and read every 
word of it.” 


Price 15 cents. 
tf29 


25 cents. 
$1.00. 


For sale at this office. 


ADAMI AND HEVA, 
BY 8. P. PUTMAM. 


A poetic version of the Indian Story of the Gar- 
den of Eden, in which its superiority to the muti- 
lated copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. 

PRICE, 10 CENTS. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Olinton Place. New York. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 


Price. 25 oon 


S. P. Putnam’ s Works. 


The Problem of f the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticlsms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri 

can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; ) Paper 50 cts. 

* A prose epic of the war, rich incident 

and dramatic power; breezy from first page te 

last with the living Spirit of to-day."—Jons. 
Swinton's Paper. 

“ The 


Golden Throne, a Romance. 
author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
tiy spark is within him. "Thebookisfiled with 

y thoughts, expressed in manly words— 
the transcript of a manly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ "INGERSOLL. $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”—Dr. Henry W. BELLOWs. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 


other ostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 

For all of the above adir egg 
THE TRUTH SEEKER co. 

38 Sia Piace, New York. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


The History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and lettered. Price, $1.25. CONTENTS : 

Section I. Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section 11. What it 
Owes to Mohammedanism. Section III. Free- 
thought Martyrs and Confessors. Section IV. 

Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Bec- 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


The American Secular Union; its 
Necessity, and the Justice of its Nine Demands. 
(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll.) 
32 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22pagesin cover. Price, 10cts. 


Christ:an Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the ‘Christian Evidence Society.” 
Tatroduction .by Charles Bradlaugh. _ Con- 
tents : The O rigin of of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of New, Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
T are ublished at the low juries of FIVE 
CENT: EACH : Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Sls Rolain? The Christian peity i 
Moral Value of the Bible: Freethought and 
Modern Progress; Christianit its Nature and 
Influence on Civilizat in Bt osophy ot Secu- 

ib 


larism; Science and le Antagonistic ; 
Christian Scheme of Bedeni DM For all of 
the above works address T. TRU SEEK- 


ER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


KERSEY GRAVES'S WORKS. 


Sixteen Saviors or None. By Ker- 
sey GRAVES, auther of the World's Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors; The Bible of Bibles, and 
Biography of Satan. Paper, 75 cents; cloth, $1. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thousand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
delineation of the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of their doctrins. Price, $2. 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 35 cents. 


The World's Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 


Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 
origin of all the doctrines, principles. ren org 
miracles of the Christian New Testament. 

and furnishing a key for unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising me 

history of sixteen oriental, TIR ed godi 8. 
ddress THE TR 
YU: P Now York. 


WHAT'S TO BE DONE? 
A NIHILISTIC ROMANCE. 


By N. G. TOHERNYCHEWSEY. With a portrait 
of the Author. Translated by BENJ. 
R. TUCKER. 


Written in Prison. Suppressed by, the Czar. The 
Author Over Twenty Years an Exile in Sibe- 
ria. Russian Edition worth $600 a Copy. 

First American Edition Exbauste 
in our Days. Second now 
8, e An legant 
i of 


Pages. 
PRESS COMMENTS : 


To call the book the “Uncle Tom's Cabin” of 
Nihilism is scarcely extravagance.—Boston Adver- 
tise 

it "8 perhaps the book which has most power- 
fully influenced the youth of Russia in their 
growth into Nihilism, and it is remarkable and 
noteworthy as a work which has played so impor- 
tant a part in the political and social history of 
the century.—Boston Courier. 

Asa revelation of folk life it is invaluable; we 
hav no other Russian pictures that compare with 
it.—Providence Star. 

The characters are 80 sr tae and vividly drawn 
that the interest in their fate becomes intense as 
the thread of the narrativ is slowly unwound.— 
Boston Saturday Evening Gazette. 

en we come to consider the publication of 
such books as Flaubert's ** Salammbo ” and Teher- 
nychewsky’s '* What's To Be Done?" we cannot 
avoid the conclusion that something must hav 
happened to the society for the suppression of 
indecent literature.—St. Louis Republican, 


In cloth, $1; paper, 75 cents. 


TRUTH SEEKER, 
Address THE TET O Siom Placa Now York. 


14. The Wonders of the Heavens. 


THE. HUMBOLDT LIBRARY. 


Price 15 cents each number, unless otherwise marked. 


1. Light Science for Leisure Hours. A series of 
familiar essays on astronomical and other 
naturai phenomena. By Richard A. Proc- 
tor, F.R.A.S. 

2. The Forms of Water in Clouds and Rivers, Ice 
a Glaciers. 19 illustrations. By John Tyn- 
dall, " 

3. Physics and "Politics. An applieation of the 
prineiples c es of Natural Science to politica] 
ociety. By Walter Bagehot, Author of, 
“he English Constitution.” 

4. Man's Place in Nature. With numerous illus- 
trations. By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.8. 

5, Education, Intellectual, Moral, and Physical. 
By Herbert Spencer. 

6. Town n Geology. With Appendix on Coral and 

efs. By Charles Kingsley. 

7. AEEA of Energy. With numerous Ilus- 
trations. By Balfour Stewart, LL.D. 

8 Study of Languages, perenne back to its Tru» 
principles. By C. Marce 

9. The Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer. 


10. Theory of Sound in its Relation_to Music. 
Numerous illustrations. By By Prof. Pietro 
Blaserna. 

11. | The Naturalist on the River Amazon. A rec- 

ord of 11 years’ travel. By Henry Walter 

12, Bates, F.L.S. Not sold separately. 

13. Mind and Body. . The theories of their rela- 
tions. By Alexander Bain, LL.D. 

82 illustrations. 
By Camille Flammarion. 

15. Longevity. The means of pr glonging life after 

. dle age. By John Gardner, M. 
16. Ovigin of Species. By. Thomas H. Huxley, 


17. Progress: Its Law and Cause. With other dis- 


quisitions, By Herbert Spencer. 

18. Lessons in Electriorty. 60 illustrations. By 
Jolin Tyndall, F. 

19. Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. By 


Richard A. Proctor. 
20. Tainio of Astronomy. By R. Kalley Miller, 


21. The Physical Basis of Life, with other essays, 
By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. 

22. Seeing and Thinking. By William Kingdon 
Ciitford, F.R.S. 

33. Scientific Sophisms. A review of current 
theories conce-ning Atoms, Apes, and Men. 
B; Samuel Wainwright, D.D. 

34. Poi mist Scientific Lectures, Ilustrated. By 

t. H. Helmhcl 

95. One of Nations. ks Prof. Geo. Rawlinson, 
Oxford University. 

96. The Evolutionist at Large 

27. History of Fandholding 
Joseph F Fisher, F.R.H.S 

28. Fashion in Deformity, as illustrated in the 
customs of Barbarous aud Civilized Races. 
Nuinerous illustrations. By William Henry 
Fiower, F.R.S. 

95, Facts and Fictions of Zoology. Numerous 
illustrations. By Andrew Wilson, Ph. D. 

20, \ 

21. 


Study of Words. By Richard Chenevix 
32, Hereditary Traits and other Essays. 


By Grant Allen. 
n England. By 


Trench. 
By Rich- 
ard A. Proctor. 


23. Vignettes from Nature. By Grant Allen. 
34. Philosophy of Style. By Herbert Spencer. 
35. Oriental Religions. By John Cnaird, Pres. 
Univ. Glasgow, and Others. 
By Prof. 


36. Le es on Evolution: Dlustrated. 
7 Illustrated. By John 


uxley. 
37. Six Lectures on Light. 
‘Tyndall, 
2 Guolegical Sketches. By Archibald Gciliie, 


40. The Evidence of Organic Evolution. By Geo. 
J. Romanes, F.R.8. 

41. Current Discussions in Science. By W. M. 
Williams, F. 

42, History of the Science of Politics. By Freder- 
ick Pollock. 


43. Darwin and Humboldt. By Professor Huxley, 
Professor Agassiz, and others. 

iy Dawn of History, By C. F. Keary, of the 

45, 

16. Diseases of Memory. By 


British Museum. 
Th. Ribot. Tran- 
slated from the French 


y J. Fitzgerald. 

17. Childhood of Loligions. By Edward Clodd, 

F. k. A8. 

48. Lifein Nature. Illustrated. By Jas. Hinton. 

49. dhe Sun; its Constitution; its Phenomena; 
its Condition, By Judge Nathan T. Carr, 
Columbus, Ind. 

50. ] Money and the Mechanism of Exchange. By 

51. t. W. Stanley eM F. 

52. Diseases of the Wil. By Th. Ribot. Trans 

: lated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. 

53. Animal Automatism, and other Essays. By 

t. T. H. Huxley, F.R.S. 

54. Bir th did Growth of Myth. By Edward Clodd. 
F.R.A.8. 

55. Scientific Basis of Morals, and other Essays. 
By William Kingdon Clifford, F.R.S. 


58.) Ilusions. By James Sully. 


x The Origin of Species. By Charles Darwin. 

59.| "Two double numbers, 30 cents each. 

60. Childhood of the World. By Edward Clodd. 

61. Miscellaneous Essays. By Richard A. Proctor. 

62. Rehgions of the Ancient World. By Prof. Gco. 
Rawlinson, University of Oxford. Double 
number, 30 cents. 

63, PRED Pr Morality, By Thomas Fowler. 
L Dy president of Corpus Christi College, 

xfor 


64. Distribution of Animals and Plants. By A 
Russel Wallace and W. T. Thiselton Dyer. 

65. Conditions of Mental Development; and other 
Essays. By Wm. Kingdon Clifford. 

66. Technical Education ; and other Essays. By 
Thomas H. Huxley, F.R. 

67. The Black Death. An Account of the Grea‘ 
Pestilence of the Fourteenth Century- 4 
J. F. C. Hecker. 

68, Special number, 10 cents.) Three Essay. 

erbert Spencer. 

69. (Double Number, scent). Fetichism : A Co: 

tribution to Anthropology and tbe ‘Histor 


of Religion. By Fritz Schultze, Ph.D. Trans 
lated from the German by AE FitzgeraM 

70. Essays Speculativ and Practical By Herbo 
Spencer. x 

71. Anthropology. _ By Daniel ilson, LL.D. 
With Appendix on Archeology. y E. B. 
Tylor, F. 

72. The Dancing Mania or the Middle Ages. 

J. F. C. Hecker, 

78. Evolution in History, » Language, and Science. 
Four Addresses delivered at the London 
Crystal Palace School of Art, Science, and 
Literature. 

74. The Descent of Man; and selection in relation 
to Sex. By Charles Darwin. In § parts 
15 cents each. 


Aadd~-ss THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 
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A Secular Funeral. 

The funeral of B. Moore, of whom we spoke 
last week, says the Shelby, Mich., Indepen- 
dent, took place. from the residence. of his son 
of this place, and was well attended. The 
religious services were conducted by his 
brother, 8. D. Moore, of Adrian, Mich. The 
following is a synopsis of his remarks on that 
occasion : 

" FnigNDs: The occasion that has called 
us together is a solemn one. Death has 
entered the field, and another sheaf, ripe for 
the harvest, has been gathered in. Death is 
a great mystery ; who can fathom it or pierce 
the mist that shrouds the last act of the great 
drama of life? The universe is a mystery. 
Life itself isa mystery. Whence do we come? 
"What are we? and whither do we go? are 
questions that hav engaged the attention of 
earth’s wisest and best sons and daughters 
from all time. He who lies silent before us 
believed that it was not only his privilege but 
his duty to attempt for himself the solution of 
these problems. He brought to this task an 
honest purpose, and an intellect of more than 
ordinary vigor. His desire was to know the 
truth, which he loved for its own sake. 
Error he discarded as soon as discovered. In 
his investigations he took reason for his guide, 
and, appealing to nature, lent a willing ear to 
her gentle teachings. . Regarding himself as 
only responsible for good motivs- and correct 
methods, he did not trouble himself about the 
conclusions to which his investigations might 
lead, and if his views on some of the great 
problems of life were different from some of 
his neighbors, he never dogmatized. 

t Casting the robes of superstition and 
hypocrisy from his shoulders, he courage- 
ously followed where reason led the way; 
and if his interpretation of the laws of nature 
did not suit his neighbor, he was willing for 
them to interpret for themselvs. He calmly 
resigned himself to the inevitable, and 


walked down into the valley of the shadow of 


death with a steady step and a heart devoid 
of fear, trusting to Mother Nature to giv her 
children sleep.e Conscious of having done the 
best he could in this world, he was willing to 
risk the probabilities of another. The golden 
streets of the New Jerusalem he knew not of ; 
this world he did, and tried to make it a 
pleasant place to dwell: in, and regarded a 
well spent life as the best preparation for 
death. Tired of life's fitful fever, he sought 
respit in eternal rest. My friends, we are all 
mortal. A few years ago We were not; a few 
more fleeting years and we will be gone and 
others take our places in the program of life, 
and we shall sleep ‘beneath the shadow of 
the clouds, careless alike of sunshine or. of 
storm.’ But one who leads a true life need 
hav no fear of death or what may possibly. 
follow after; death has no terrors but for the 
ignorant and superstitious. 

* One who faithfully discharges his duty 
according to the sphere in the life he occupies 
has no need to recoilat leaving this state of 
. existence. He dreads no angry being, no vin- 
dictiv spirit, from whom to expect vengeance. 
If at death our consciousness (as many be- 
lieve) ceases; if our individuality comes to 
an end, and our bodies decompose and return 
their elements to nature from whence they 
came, and if the mind falls into a quiet, 
peaceful sleep which knows no waking, we 
are at least free from pain, sorrow, regret, or 
remorse. If, on the other hand, as many 
others believe, we hav a continued existence; 
if we pass from a crude state to one more 
subtle and. refined, from an imperfect life to. 
one permanent and beautiful, we surely hav 
nothing to fear. If there is a future life, 
there surely are no just grounds for believing 
that it will hav any more terrors than this. 
We shall doubtless find the same intelligent 
law governing there that exists here. In the 
grand economy of the universe birth, growth, 
maturity, death, and dissolution are the nat- 
ural sequences of life; they are complement- 
ary parts of one great whole, and equally es- 
sential to each other. ` 

* Life evermore is fed by death : 
In earth, and sea, and sky; 
And that a rose may breathe its breath 
Something must die, ` 

*! Let us not regard death'as a dread phan- 
tom, but rather as a white messenger bring- 
ing release from the many ills of life. 

“Thus believing, we accept the natural or- 
der of things, and do not rebel against fate. 
‘What we can change for our comfort and the 
good of humanity we gladly do; but what 
cannot be improved is borne with philosoph- 
ical resignation. And when we shall lie 
down to our last solemn sleep, worn and 
wasted with the world's wearied warfare, 
though we may see no voyager's bark retürn- 
ing across the silent sea of the future, we 
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„position of Jersey justice, which ought prac- 


. sary to put the capitalist and the ice-cream. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 
- . OF THE 


CONVENTION 


White Sulphur Springs. 


No. 1 is a group of 86 Freethinkers, among whom 
is President Wakeman, Mrs. Lucy N. Colman, 
Mrs. F. C. Reynolds, L. K. Washburn, Dr. T. L, 
Brown, J. L. Andrew; and the Hindoo—Mr. Joshee. 

No. 2 is a beautiful view of the Tents, Hotel, 
and Lake in thé distance. à . 

No. 3 is-a near View of the Tents, with group in 
front. i 

These Photos are 5x8 inches. The three will be 
sent by mail to any address on receipt of $1.00. 
Every Freethinker, whether present or not, will 
want this set of pictures as a memento of the Con- 
vention of 1886. ^ Address C. F. DEMOTT, 

4139 Box 222, Hempstead, Queens Co., N. Y. 


The Mirror of Freethought 


. BY ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
FREETHOUGHT AND RADICAL ADVOCATE 
(of England). 


SECOND EDITION. 


Charles Watts's Literary Guide says: * We are 
glad to record the appearance of a second edition 
of this admirable book. The various papers—ten 
‘in all—are some of the author's best work.” 

The Middleboro News says: ‘These essays are 
brimming with careful thought and judicious re- 
search.” E 

The Yorkshire Chronicle says : ‘These essays are 
not unworthy the ‘attention of the scientific 
student though written for the uninitiated.” 

Prick, 50 CENTS. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


bow to the inevitable, and meet with heroism | 
the mystery of an untried existence. Butwe 
are not without hope. -Our marvelously 
beautiful world is all alive with rich and 
mighty meanings. It bids us hope that even 
though we perish as individuals, the race will 
go on unfolding, and that the great tide 
of life will sweep on forever. Men may 
come and go, flowers may fade, hearts 
wither, generation after generation go down 
into the sepulcher of the ages; but none of 
the glorious attributes of humanity shall 
ever cease to be. All that is grand and good 
and noble and beautiful is secure from the 
moldering touch of time. Every disinter- 
ested deed, every generous impulse of the 
human heart, shall hav its own reward in 
peace of mind; and when our time comes to 
bid farewell to our friends of earth, we, like 
our departed brother, can say, ‘Allis peace 
within; I am ready; let me go.’ 
* Lives of great men all remind us 
We can make our lives sublime, 
And, departing, leave behind us 
Footprints on the sands of time.’ - 

* Our departed brother needs-no eulogy at 
our hands. His good deeds speak for him. 
His life was a useful one. He died as he had 
lived, firm’in ‘his: own fáith,and faithful to 
his highest conviction of ‘truth and duty.” 

. At the grave a worthy tribute was given to 
the departed, in the words of Robert Burns: 
A worthy man has gone to rest, 

To rise, or lie, as heaven thinks best. 

A friend of man, the friend of truth, 
The friend of age, the friend of youth, 
A heart was his by virtue warmed, 

A head with knowledge well informed: 
If there’s another life, he livs in bliss ; 


If none, he tried to make the best of this. 
e 


. Jersey Justice. 

The little commonwealth, which is debat- 
able ground in presidential’ contests, is 
famous for three products: Jersey lightning, 
Jersey peaches, and Jersey justice. Of the 
three perhaps the last can be safely relied- 
upon as producing a never failing crop. 
Jersey justice is not always characterized by 
humanity, but as that does not enter into the 
strict Jersey view of the question it is not 
properly considered as cutting much of a figure 
in a point of law and order. The Jerseyman is 
a stickler on matters of religious etiquet, on the 
principle which was wittily said to actuate 
the Puritans, who came to New England to 
worship God in their own way and to prevent 
everybody else from worshiping in his. A 


| Protection or Free Trade 


An Examination of the Tariff Question with 

Especial Regard to the Interests of Labor. 

f BY HENRY GEORGE. 

[n this book the author designs to show that 
beneficial results would follow the abolition 
of all tariffs on importations. 

Octavo, 860pp.; price, $1.50. 
‘Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 


. By Gro. M. Davenrort, This is a little book— | 
a pamphlet of 32 well-filled pages, costing only 
** a quarter,” but as full of meat as an egg. It is 
well called “ practical” for we find nothing un- 
practical init, Hens, ducks, ge and turkeys 
are particularly discussed and their economica 
breedin qnd kee ing troalad of. There are many 
ractic ints about keeping poultry on a large 
Bale, and, all in all, it is a very useful addition 


week ago a heathen Hindoo, who was endcav- | the poultry A gravure of the day, AVENPORT, ` |. 
oring to explain to a crowd of wondering '" * <88 Clinton Place, New York. 


Jerseymen the delights and beauties of his 
oriental religion, was promptly arrested for 
“ blasphemy " and thrown into jail. 

But & still finer point of Jersey justice has 
been developed in the little town of Keyport 
in the arrest of an ice.créam pedler. Upon 
full presentation of the facts it appears that 
the artist aforesaid had become involved in 
an altercation with another hitherto respected 
citizen, and at the hight of an acrimonious 
debate the caterer so far forgot his Jersey cit- 
izenship and the proprieties as to say, ** Damn 
you," in a loud and violent tone, thereby sig. 
nifying a contempt for his neighbor and a re- 
pudiation of all Jersey precedents as defined 
by the statutes. It further appears that Jer- 
sey justice swooped down upon the ice-cream 
specialist and bore him before the tribunal, 
where he was mulcted in the sum of fifty 
cents, the extreme penalty of the law. Fifty 
cents may not strike the somewhat profligate 
Western man as a very deterring sum, but in 
portions of New Jersey the expenditure 
thereof, without: value received, would in- 
volve a good deal of serious reflection, coup- 
led with some chastening twinges of re- 


THE RISE OF 


[NTELLECTOAL LIBERTY 


From Thales to Copernicus. 


By FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND, Author of “The 
b i Reign of the Stoics.” 


* This is a book not only to be read once, but te 
be kept and referred to, and pondered. over fron. 
year to year. It is a guide-book of Liberalism 
through the past centuries prior to 1600, the era of 
Copernicus and Bruno. It does not take the place 
of other histories like Gibbon, Hallam, or Lecky, 
but it makes them intelligible by pointing out the 
white t that has been cast upon the lurid 
clouds of ignorance, superstition, and cruelty, 
from the little stream of Freethought that has 
flowed in its rag ed, broken, and obstructed course 
down through he ages which now liv only as our 
realm of Memory and Admonition.” 


Octavo,458pp.' , PRICE, $3.50. 


J. E. Remsburg's Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 
` Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen. Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. - Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of. the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty A ihe Church and the. 


morse. Antislavery Reform ; e Woman's. Rights 
The highly moral element of every com- Movement ; Nus dam Betorm; the 


munity will be delighted with this neat ex- 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 


tically to amount to prohibition. But if an 
humble dealer in ice cream is assessed fifty 
centy for saying ‘‘damn you” to a neighbor 
of corresponding station, what should not he 
pay who defies the entire American people? 
Suppose that Mr. Vanderbilt, while travel- 
ing through New Jersey, had given’ ex- 
pression to his famous bon mot, ‘‘the public 
be damned.” At fifty cents a head, on a 
basis of 50,000,000 people, his fine would hav 
reached the tidy sum of $25,000,000, an ex- 
hibition of cumulativ punishment which 


Deception ; Cheating: | 

Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o; 
Conquest and Extermination; Despotism; In- 
Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft ;:| 
‘Blavery ; Polygamy ; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; orance and Idiocy ; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents ;: 6:copiés, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. : 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the’ best 
and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large- 

: and handsome print.: The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Sunday Arguments; Origin of Ohriston gabe 

ents 3 O: F 
bath; Testimony of the Chris thers: Ti 


uld hav raised the Jerseymen far stimony of tian Fathers; Th 
wo ymen far above| Sabbath doring the Misdia Anes: The puritan 


the Medes and the Persians. The adoption 
of progressiv justice is the one thing neces- 


Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers; 
Scholars, and Divines ; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws. Price, % cents; six copies, $1.00. 


vender on a plane Six Lectures: De- 


Times. Ae : 
H SEEKER ANNU 
Price; 25 conis, 


of equality —Kansas City 


THE TRU 


‘SEPTEMBER 25, 1886, 


Vices Sanctioned by Scripture: Falsehood and.| 
b eft -and Robbery; |: : 


tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman;'| ` 


m 


"Correspondence Wanted. 


A gentleman wishes to meet with. one of the 
opposit sex that will become a helpmate to him, in 
all that the term implies, i 


in working for their 


mutual development and advancement materially 


and spiritually. 


She must not be over thirty-five, and youthful- ~ 


ness will not debar if otherwise harmonious. 
Address | HELPMATE, 
Truth Secker office. 


Correspondence Wanted, 


If this should meet the eye of any woman less 
than forty years of age seeking or 


esiring com- 


panionship with a congenial mate let her write to 
the address below and see what may result there- 


from. 


No triflers or mere. curiosity seekers need re- 


Address WISDOM 


spond. 
P Truth Seeker office. 


3t38 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA, 


and Eduard Howland, Editors; J. M. Pryse and J. 


- Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 


M. Burgler, Printers, This paper is devoted spe- 


cially to the interests of our colonization enter- ` 


and generall 


prise, the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, Fe n 
em of Integra. 


to the practical solution of the prob. 
Co-operation. 
months; 25 cents for three months, ~ 


CIVILIZATION, .. 
From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
SEVENTH EDITION. ` 


Price, $1 & year; 50 cents for six 


E THE 
| CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR- 


A most powerfully written book.—PAila. Record. 


This Book is not a Book! 


It is a Deed! and 


those who oppose it will prove that they fear it.— 


Vienna News, Price, 50 cents. 
- Address THE TRUTH SEEKER ÇO., 


33 Clinton PI., New York. 


HISTORY 


OF THE 


INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 


Of Europe. 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D. 


Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3. . : 


if Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


88 Clinton Pl., New York city. ` 


Thòmas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 


ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the sto: 
o 


of the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and-vin- 


dicates his 


it. Choice extracts from ‘ 


name from the aspersions cast upon 
Common Sense,” 


** American Crisis," *Rights of Man," and *Age 
of Reason " are given ; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than -one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 


written express 


for this work. Second. edi- 


tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 


Boal portrait of Pak 
steel portrait of Paine, 
cloth, 75 cents, 


The Legends of the Patriarchs. 
S. BAnrwa-Gournp. $1.50. 


bound, and containing a handsome. 
Price, paper, 50 cents ; 


By 
The Congrega- 
. tionalist, in speaking of it, says: ‘‘‘There’ 


are few Bible readers who hav ot at some 


' time wished for just such a volume. 


It is 


a thoroughly interesting book, and will 
be seized with avidity by all students o 


- - the Bible. . 
The Martyrdom of Man. 


Embracing 


the four divisions of War, Religion, Lib- 


erty, and Intellect. 
and written in a superior style. 
woop Reape. New edition. 544 pages. 
Price reduced from $3 to $1.75. i 


The Old Faith and the New. 


fession. By Davi FRIEDERICH STRAUSS, 
author of the ** New Life of Jesus,” ete. 


A work of rare merit, 


By Win: - 


A Con-. 


Authorized. translation from the sixth . 


German edition.. By MarmrzpE BriND. 
Two volumes in one. The translation 
revised and partly rewritten, and pre- 


‘ceded by an American version of the. au- 


thors '*Prefatory Postscript.” Strauss 

‘is too well known by the readers of Amer- 
ica to require a single word to be said in 
his praise. Price, $1.50. 


Tbe Outcast. A deep, finely-written 


Radical story. From the London edition. 
By Winwoop Reape, author of * Martyr- 
dom of Man.” 30 cents. ; 


The Pro and Con of Supernatural 


Religion.. Both sides fairly and 
ably, presented. By E. E. Guim, ex- 
Universalist clergyman. Paper, 30 cents; 
cloth, 50 cents. 


The Radical Pulpit. Comprising dis- 


courses of advanced thought. By O..B. 
Frorsincaam and FELIX ADLER, two of 
America’s clearest thinkers. By O. B. 
FaorHisGHAM: The New Song of Christ- 
mas; The Departed Years, Life as a Test 
:. of Creed, Apocryphal Books of the New 
Testament, The Sectarian Spirit, The 
American Gentleman, The Language’ of 
the Old Testament, The Dogma of. Hell, 
' The Value of the Higher Sentiments, The 
American Lady, The Consolations of Ra- 
tiopalism. By Frum Apizr: The Ethics 
of the Social Question, Emancipation, 
Lecture at the Second Anniversary of the 
Society for Ethical Culture, Our Leaders, 
Hav We Still a Religion? Conscience. 
Price, in cloth, $1. j d 


The Real Blasphemers. By Col. J. 
. R. Kerso, A.M. Price, 50 cents. i 
Truth Seeker Colleetion of Forms, 


Hymns, and Recitations. 
taining forms. for organizing societies, 


Con- 


marriage, funeral services, naming of in- 


fants, obituary notices, epitaphs, etc. 


` Also 525 Liberal and'Spiritualistio hymns 


for public meetings, funerals, social gath- 


,erings, etc. To which are added beauti- 


sions, 650 pp, Oloth, 75 cents, 


'. ful recitàtions for various public occa- 


vow 


- Ingersoll’s 


623 


JERAL LEAGUE No. 257 


` in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
l id 7:30 r.m. for lectures and 
> The Gods. Paper; 5 ligious and social questions. 
: PEF, , 
-In five locates Compi the audience. N.B.—Truth 
itp add E iocetientpod iways on hand at cheap rates. 
The Ghosts. Paper, t D SHAKSPERE. 
Contents: ** The - Ghosts, à i 
Woman, and Child,” *€T hakspere could not write. 
dependence," *' About. J iby Francis Bacon to the Eart 
* The Grant Banquet," ' le, A,D.,1590. By Wu. HENRY 
: Clark," “The Past Kis is. For sale at this office. 
i Dream,” and * A Tribute j T T 
Some Mistakes of Mo IL SALE! 
loth, $1.85. |..: aon an. accumulation of debts, I 
Interviews on Talms er notice all my elegant stock 
plgincloth,$1.25, — ... x ; 
i +: Wa: : ;ESALE COST. 
What Must; We Do te diamond ear-drops $200, worth 
i The ‘Christi d ^R li . 135, worth ) i-another pair, 
The Christian Reli; . ' elegant brooch, arabesque 
Ingersoll, Jüdge Jeremia 5340, worth san5 i another, Nns 
George F, Fisher. « Paper 18200: game, $80, worth $1.25 
Orthodoxy.: * 56 "pag n me reductions. Smaller dia- 
10 cénts, $1.00 per doz: r pnt | elow lowest market brice, 
‘large, clear:type;:andco "Ss. orth $2007 ta an on ES 
- could. be delivered in- t h $135: $100 atches. $70; $80 
This makes à grand m itches, $50; solid gold chains 
. Liberals should &catter it itches, $50; sold g 18) 
à dio are ia. ;and jewelry, 25 per cent dis 
' Ingersoll Catechised’ f D., subject to inspection, or 
A Number of Vital Ques ND RATIO MONEY 
^. Denis per dOn i NS Gop WRETTBTEIN, Rochelle, 1. 
Millions of these should ; |. v1 Y (ure 
Vindication of Tho i : E a LL W 
$ . ` the attacks of the. New Y. is . 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, : io —— i 
Address on the. Civ. y ; 
Arge size.octavo, paper: i Soe : : : ofa R 
2 cog is : í xs e : ; : E isa regularly educat- 
Ingersoll's Lectures « , ; oe : à P. LUI à ed end legally quali- 
ound in one; volume. . ' EM X D ae : : : m : S fied physician, and 
for Mr. Ingersoll's works, LE E the most successful. 
all his lectures, except tt vs A .$28 his practice will 
doxy;," bound in:one bès Wo : Sia : Aus rove, He has for 
calf, library. style, and . : ; See ADS: = eres : wenty years treated 
- ' , pages, which -is sold at, s: EM. PS Ser onu . . | | lexolusivly all diseases 
bata t ie mE fa the cures of witich 
Tributes. | . There he | pettance preeminent 
8 3 RA S 
His srother,” “The Visio 7 Bi, [and IMPOTENOY 


as the result of, self- 


Banquet Toast,” and the 

rip sf Title Harry Miller's € abuse in youth and 
i 8 been printed on: heavy to ] sexual excesses in ma- 
minated border, and in le turer years, causing 

ble for framing, and thet night emissions by 

to any address, for 50cts, dreams, loss of sexual 


Prose Poems ‘and Se power, renderin 


new book isa. gem. It ie 
spect.. In fact, one of t 
best ever issued, _It con 
ebrated.* Decoration Da 
fore published, and all tl 
heretofore printed in va:: 

. brought together till n: 

. selected from the speec 

^. ures,letters, table-talks 
: Yersations of the ug 


ati 
LA ance, but simply a medi- 
‘prnally on the parts affected, 
ption. Bend five scent stamps 
or E 
ee Fellows, Vineland, N. J. 


and ‘say where you saw this advertisment, 


N. B.—Dr. Fellows begs leave to say that he is ` 
an Infidel of the most pronounced character. Bro. 
Liberals, your patronage 18 solicited. 


A 
DA 


iot up, such as & pai 


Les 20 fox and will be accepted py admiring triends.as s Ss d aded TE 
. : a rare personal sọ jii. help | thi ' Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. ' 
purpose, a “ane ‘steal po ifti e autoa SUR a, — ^; 88 Clinton Place, New York. i 


‘ac’ simile, has been prepared especi | na el pee 000.00 0 1 
Price, in Silk cloth, Ay d pecial, Dack boo A STUDY eat 


and side, $2.50; in half calf, Ee edges, ele- . OF , : 
PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY 


gantlibrary style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
BY LEWIS C. JANE 3. 


E ` ‘rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree 
This book. treats of the natural evolution of the 


calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 
"The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and 

Christian religion, its historical antecedents in 
Palestinian Judaism and Roman Paganism ; in- 


Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 
yestigates the history of the founder of Christian- 


.BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


Price. $1.00. For sale at this ofice. 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS. 


The Heathens of the Heath. A finel 
written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonnel 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 

: Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 

90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 


‘Family Creeds. By William McDon- 


life, price, $1.50 each. Every admirer of these 
apostles of Religious Liberty should hav them. 


Photographs of Colonel In ersoll ity in the light of the latest scientific criticism of ` 
E heis k 1 E : or nell, author of “Exeter Hall.” Price, cloth. 
Aa Petit Ds rapha, 92x28, $5; panel, 102$x17, the Now Testament; shows Sain Ene OI 0S : $1.28; paper, 75 cents, 


$3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents; card, 20 cts, 
i Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE 


WiTH POULTRY, 


BY GEO. M. DAVENPORT. 


separable from the later legendary. accretions 
which hav confounded him with the mythical 
Christ, and traces the natural development of 
Christian dogma and ecclesiastical institutions. 
Complete references and full index. 320pp. 8vo, 
cloth, gilt top. Price $1.50. ra E 

p“ Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER Office. 


A SKETCH OF THE LIFE 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA, 


OR THE 
First Ten Decades of Our Era. 


Exeter Hall. “ One of the most excit- 
ing romances of the day.* Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 

Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot's works, By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404pages. $1.25. 

The Outcast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story. From the London edition, By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 

cents. ] 


All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 


*SHOPPEL'S MODERN HOUSES” No. 3. 

(Just Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: . 

A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. . : 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
Miss Susan H. Wixon. ‘The great charm of | colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces for 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its | constructing a model house, with plain directions 
personages are those one meets with in com- | for putting them together. 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness While the: supplement affords both old and 
and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 

ect to find, in such a marked degree, even | toy. Lt is, in fact, a most practical lesson in Arch- 

rom so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, | itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to | most popular designs, so exact that it is useful to 


_ This work contains all that can be learned from 

a two-dollar book. Sold at the low price of 25 

Eo |. cents. Young girlsáre wanted in every country 

town to sell it. Liberal discount to the trade. 
Price, 25 cents per copy, 


t BY c 
E ' DANIEL M, TREDWELL. : ; $ 

| _Designėd to show upon the authority of Histor} 
that Apollonius of Tyana performed miracles an 

Spoke wise sayings equal to those attributed to 
esus Christ. 850pp., octavo, best style. Price $2.50. 


©- 1. Address GEO. M. DAVENPORT, 
DE TRUTH SEEKER Office, 


s 2 n nar : : 
_ 88 Clinton Place, New York. Bold at THE TRUTH SEEKER office. 2 readers im she TR P raS hce "te New Designs es Residences (cost varying from 
- o z 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


OR, ` : , 
The Forgery of the Old Testament 
Dedicated to the clergy 


2 New Designs for Barns. 
1 New Design for a Chapel. . 
"Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 
(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 
An Article on Villa Park Associations. 
SENT, PosTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE, $1. 
Address 


~ TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From 'Tradition to Reason 
BY ROBERT 0. ADAMS. 


Oloth, $1.95. — For Bale at this Office. 


Bible Fabrications Refuted 
and 
- . The Errors of the Bible Exposed, 
. > BY 0, B. WHITFORD, M.D. 
E a : Price, 15 cents. 


BY — —— a i 
AC Clinton Place, New Yorks oO" H. J. SEIGNEURET, BOOKS FOB CHILDREN. |THE QO el RAUL LS FLAN ABON 
m Secularist. -The Story Hour. For Children and | — — — ———————————————— 
Pss | ii MERE ese ees SHORT LESSONIN HLSTORY 
- Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. Oillüron's Btory-Book ever leaned, 60 full-page i : 


Children’s Story-Book everissued. 66 full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, hea 
toned paper, broad margins, illuminate 
covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1.25. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the, one has labored for 


a| SACRED MYSTERIES 


—— The Bible Analyse 


: AMONG THE . ; ment, and how the other h 
Mayas and the Quiches 11,599) Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of sg le C 
ae no BY g Y Aso” : the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 75 OPI ies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cent: 
NC. NN John R. Kelso, A.M : ears Ago. Browne. fü M np n sale : E re twenty-five copies for ri one hundred ‘copies for 
En reta oaa | Apples of Gold. tory-Book for | $3, ish that the friends of Freethought would 
CONTENTS : ORIGIN OF THE BIBLICAL MYTH PP Young. Folks. By Miss Busca H. Wixon. Sistribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


~ ` By AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON. 


Illustrated - - - . Price, $2.50, 
: For Sale at this office. à 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


| MEN oF BUSINESS Wnuo Dip BoxETHING Bresipzs 
i & Money. 
; A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 

BY JAMES PARTON. 


This book contains 400 pages, plainly printed, 
treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 
helped the world; together with eight portraits. 
: Mr. Parton’s works need no commendation. They 


Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued ata reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photograph of the author which adds very 
much e value of the volume. 


The Youth’s Liberal Guide. By 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M. Price; $1.00. This 
volume aims at the education of youth in the 

rinciples of Freethought, at the same time 

That it inculcates moral duties and human 
rights from a standpoint of. pure reason and 
common. ‘sense. ddress THE TRUTH 
SEEKER 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 
vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions 


eel The Old Testament.—The New Testament.—The 
RA --Oreation.—The Deluge.—The Exodus.—The Mira- 
cles cf the Bible.—The Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of. the Bible.—The 
Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 
; iie Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 
. Bavior.: - 
a Grown cote Yo; 833 np. Splendidly éxecuted, Sent 
by mail, post paid. Price, $3.00, ` 


THE MODERN BALAAM. 


Showing the Balaam of modern times to be the 
priests. $ isa splendid pictorial argument, Price 
aer dozen30 cents; -pər hundred, $1.50 


CHRISTIANITY 


A REWARD FOR CHIME, 
substantiated by the Bibie. 


: REPLY 
; TO REV. L. A. LAMBERTS 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL” | 


1 
í 


BY 
O. B. WHITFORD, M. D. 
Price 10 Cents, | Per Dozen, $1.00 


THE TRUTH SEEKE 
Address 83 Clinton Place, coe York. 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 


Do te : By B. W. Lacy. 
.. "4 thorough exposure of the Catholic priests 
i 


` sophistry, unfairness, and histor- - ; are standard. 


j ical misstatement. : Priee, - - - - - 1.25. with numerous references and citations, tha delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free. 
"peter, Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 Cents. — | ^ Adpew THE TRUTH SEEKER of other propositions in the same book. "Price | thinkers’ Convention, January 29, 1864. "Price 
Address: ` THE TRUTH SEEKER, 33 Olinton Place, New York, 95 cents, à 10 cents, ; 


ES 


` including the ied. e 
` Newport races Jest, week 


A YEAR ago: Abe, Revs 
Jesse Cook (colored), off 
Georgia, killed his wife: 
with an ax. On the 17th; 

. day of the current. mont 
he was hanged at Butler;t? 
Ga. ; 


a 


A MAGNIFIOENI Sol di ierg i 
and sailors’ monument! 
was dedicated“: 

` ford, Conn., om’ h: 
The memorial:is in the, 
form of an arch, built’ of ; 
Connecticut brow : stone | 


"Martine; ‘of the "Béforined 
Church. in Manhasset, 


hurt, ‘The | 1 
„tion is secret. 


Cotor: BEARER | Em 
_ of the Salvation- Ami 
New: Brunswick, N: 
-was putin jail last week 2 
onma charge of ruining a; 
““half-witted girl whom he | | 
. had ‘converted. ^" Kérn!: 
has a wife, also & Salva-] : 
tionist, who is said- to | 
sustain polyandrous rela- f 
- tions with numerous offi- E 
-cersiof the army. © - |: 


Tur New York Central Labor Union has 
: indorsed Henry George for mayor: - 


Sunpay, the 19th, was President: Cleve: 
land’s last Sunday in the Adirondacks, ‘and | 
 héreturns to Washington this: week...» 


National ‘Women’s Christian : Temper- 


‘ance Union.has set aside Saturday, October 


16th,. as & special day of prayer for: the cor- 
rection of the national sins of intemperance 
and impurity. : 


"Tus, governors of the thirteen originals ‘states 


are. making arrangements to celebrate the qne- 


hundredth anniversary of the. promulgation 
òf the United States Constitution, Sept»: :17, 
1887. 

Tar discomfort of the- -Chatlestot’-B.. C., 
‘earthquake sufferers has been added ‘to the 
past week by wind and rain. 
condition of the city is bad, and disease 
threatens. The relief fund amounts now to 
above $800,000. 

Tue two pugilists, Sullivan and Hearld, 
met in the ring at Pittsburgh, Pa., on the 
18th. The police interfered and stopped the 
fight. before Sullivan had a chance to anni- 


hilate his opponent, Which he appeared ina 


fair way to do. 


. A mme in Huntsville, Mo., is run on the co- 
operativ plan. Theminers are 'to hay the use 
of the company's machinery, and to pay the 
latter a royalty of one cent per bushel, retain- 
ing for division among ihemselva the re- 
mainder of the profits. '' 


‘Tun thousand. people are’ aa to hav 
gathered in Brommer’s Park, this city, last 
Sunday to welcome Herr: Liebknecht and 
Edward Aveling, the Socialist orators. The 
police were on hand and were very officious, 
but failed to create a disturbance. 

WirLiaw E. Gourp is a son-in-law of Neal: 
Dow; he is ostentatiously pious, arid has 
often preached the gospel in. the churches. 


He was cashier of a bank in Portland, Me., : 


‘and has embezzled $87,000. The people in 
` the community express great surprise that a 
. man so pious could be such a rascal. 


Tay Baptist denomination has cast out Par- 
son Downs, of Boston. Downs thanked the 
conference for its action, and declared that 
he was intending to’ withdraw anyway. In 
his reply he says: ‘‘ My friends, did I care to 

could startle you with surprises—surprises 
that would make your hair stand on. end, 
“make your eyes stand out in wonder.” 


bosom himself, 


The sanitary. 


£ Brother Downs was not encouraged to un- | 


Prysg LYANL 
omes on, [er a 
trains,” as Heretofore. . The prios ot beer, how- 
ever, remains unchanged. i 


LATELY ina music-hall, after a ballad lady had 
warbled ** Would I Were a Bir d,” great excitement 
‘was created by a stalwart miner in; the. audience 
shouting, “Would I were & gun |” . 


CouxsEL for the. defense : d "Gentlemen. ,of the 
jury, if there evér was a case which, more than 


with similar cages; that case is this case.” 


“Waar p exolaimed : -Fogg, reading the: : news- 
paper.’ “Fifty Christians killed in Cochin China ! 
For heavens sake, how many hav they got 2 "Well, 
thank goodness, süch a. thing couldn’t happen 
here."—Boston Exchange. | 


word hypocrisy ?" asked an Austin Sunday-school | 
teacher ,of. her favorit pupil “I can't ceno] 
what itis, but I know it all the same.” * Giv me an 
example'of hypocrisy.” * When a fellow says he 
loves - his Sunday-school teacher, that's Bre: 
risy. ” 


Ir can scarcely be. credited, but it is said that 
there are even now religionists so narrow-minded 
that they will not allow: the music of organs or 
other instruments in their churches. It is fortu- 


They, would make a .disturbance attempting to 
throw out the harps used by some of the leading ; 
angels.—Ex, |” 


A FARMER sent a dollar for a lightning potato: 
bug killer, which he saw advertised in a paper, and! 
received by return mail two blocks of wood, with 
directions printed on them as follows : ** Take this | 
bug on No. 2, and press them: together. 


Remove 
the bug and proceed as, before.” . 


them much to Johnny's annoyance. 
said to hia mother: “Ma, my little brother came: 
‘from heaven, didn’t he?" ‘Yes, dear." Johnny, 
| was silent for some fime, and then he. went on: 
“Say, ma.” ‘What is it, Johnny?" “I don't 
blame ihe angels for bouncing him, do you?” 


AN editor is a inan who is liable to grammatical 
blunders, toothache,, typographical errors, and 
lapses of.memory, and usually he has 97,000 people ` 
watching to catch him tripping. He is a man of. 
sorrow, acquainted with grief. and. poverty, and 
frequently liable to go. ragged, hungry, and dry 
for a long period.and yet the prairies are full of 
people who want to be editors. 


! Toox'y hyar.- I'm goin’ ter preach ter aay; an’ 
Im goin’ ter hey order,” said “ Pizen Bill,” who _ 
had recently been converted, and had organized a 
-revival on his own account. .'* Now; bruth’rn,” he 
went on, ‘I’m goin’ ter giv yer a little talk about 
Noah’s Ark. Noah knew ther were goin’ to be a 
flood, an’ built an' ark an’ went to work an’ got 
all the animals on the hull earth together and driv 
em in, There was two of every animal yer kin 


| of Jackrabbits 


opting Wri 6 


any other case, challenged careful | comparison : 


* Now, little boy, what is the meaning of the ! 


nate that such: bigoted souls-cannot go to heaven. | 


block, which is No. 1, in the right hand; place the ' 


Tar new baby had proved itself the possessor of H 
|extraordinary vocal powers and' had exercised 
One day he. 


pa'r of b'ar; n'a gern 
-was three of a kind: ar T 
chant Traveler, ` WO o oos BM 
fg H DELAYS E B THE 
* He was Aden iem "S 
A leaderimíhechoir; =~- * © 
' No man had:léftier aims, nor did.': 
One reach à climax higher. . *' 
When he did lift * Old Hundred” up 
To hights of vocal brayer; 
He was a-mountain to the skies— . 
A sort of hymny-layer. i 


uziness.”—Me 
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The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently. reissued its assault upon the memory of 
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where in vindication.‘ 
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Jê p at. the. door 
erica is the tolera- 


private’ and in their: pulpits, 
of the. North aped their 


Servants, obey your mas- 


Di js the right termi. 


i nation’ of old age. When . 
the body. is worn out and ` 


ns. regarded the 
Christians with 


$ "exclaim, 
ege Christians love 


j the empire, thén savagé per- 


1 observe to. the polished and 
re ial 


avage ‘beasts’ against. man. 
—Reade’s Martyrdom of Han, 


AMary—when she had burnt 
a few. heretics, explained, 
alf-apologetically, that she 


think of; There waa ajcoutle of: hosses, an’ a par; did nof think God cc ld be angry with her for 
a? rairie dorgs; an’ a “burning i 
(ddif ther tae he ould, in the nex 


ew hours for their heresy, 
"world; burn.them forever 
- for: the game thing. — Bey, repressible Confiict.. 
Houtyorn tite, the old abuse). i 
The: ‘pious fraud transparent grown, 
The:good held captiv in the use i 

Of wrong alone—: 


urning the heretics. 


K 3 i These Wait their doom from that great law 


Which makes the past time serve to-day ; 
And fresher life the world shall draw 
From their decay: 


g , DousTLESS in these stages of the rise of man 
“which are yet. to be accomplished there will be 


the. time when 


"Bee 


rins every ‘city of | 


. QUEEN Mary—the bloody 


,'and smilingly repeated : 


ample, room for the most’ splendid organizing - 


genius to display itself. But it is not everybody 


. |who.is endowed with such genius, and in the 


‘mean time everyone ought to do something “ to 
‘widen the skirts-of light.” What can men do who 
‘are not geniuses or constituted for leadership? It 
is the old, old story; so old that you are, perhaps, 
getting tired of hearing it from me. ButifI hav 
any gospel to deliver, it is this, that to each one of 
.you,in your various vocations, in your places of 
business and in your homes, there is ever a better 
‘and a worse way present to your choice, but the 
worse way is often very pleasant-looking and in- 
viting, and the better way is often rough and 
hard, forbidding and repellant. Butit is by stead- 
ily choosing that which we know, or even feel, to 
be the better way that we become co-laborers with 
the infinit—not ourselvs—which makes for right- 
eousness. Various organizations will solicit our 
‘support, and let us not withhold -it when we can 
giv it without loss of personal independence or 


last, and always, let it be our highest aim to lead 


-|an‘individual life of thoroughgoing honesty and 


purity and self-control.—Chadwick’s Rise af Man. 
. ONLY TO SEE THEE AGAIN. 

What would I giv to be near thee, 
Once more thy form to enfold? 

What would I giv just to hear thee 
Whisper my name as of old? 

All that is mine of earth’s treasure, 
‘All that to me doth remain, 

Freely I'd giv for the pleasure 
Only to see thee again. 

Long time it is since I missed you, 
Down where the daisies are white ; - 

Long time itis since I kisged you 
Under the moon's silver light. 

Now, where the sweet bloom is paling, 
Sadly the breezes complain, 

Still is my prayer unavailing, 
Only to see thee again. 

Only to clasp and to hold you, 
How would my heart’s pulses leap ! 

Oh ! could my empty arms fold you, 
Something forever to keep ! 

Dark hav the hours been and lonely, 
All through the summer’s brief reign, 

Waiting and watching here only— 
Only to see thee again. . 


Sometimes in dreams we are treading 
Paths by us trod oft before; 
Fond eyes their glory are shedding, 
Sweet words my lost hopes restore. - 
Then do I cease to remember 
Joys that misfortune has slain— 
Ah the sad waking from slumber 
Never to see thee again |—A, M. Curtis, 


‘forfeiture of personal conviction. But first, and ` 
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A story is going the rounds to the effect 
, that Senator Vest, being at dinner in Boston, 
was asked if he did not always request the 
Lord to bless the food before eating it, 
whereupon he said: ‘‘No, ma’am, not al- 
"ways. I suppose the Lord could bless this if 


Hotes and Clippings. 


Tuure is only one thing that softens the 
grief of America on being told that ** Genera] " 


that, after a most excel- 


` boys, who had been gaz- 


grim-visaged, passenger, 


.found in Riley, Wis., 


. That's the place. , By the 


,on Sundays, and going 


* might happen to be, says, 


‘Booth, of the Salvation Army, is coming to. 


visit us. He leaves his 


he had & mind to, but I really havn't the 
cheek to ask him to." And yet the recent 
Bourbon. state convention in Missouri, of 
which Mr. Vest had full control and direc- 
tion, was opened with prayer.—St. Louis 
Globe- Democrat. ` 


Dr. PaiLLIPs Brooxs says: ‘God ‘shakes 
the earth in order to save the things which 
cannot be shaken.” Unfortunately the learned 
divine has not yet furnished the public with 
an explanatory diagram of this remark. 
What are the things that cannot be shaken? 


== — A MEETING of the mem- . 


Army behind. 


Ir is told in Boston 


lent young woman had 


talked carnestly to her 


Sunday-school class for 


ten minutes, one of the 


ing into her face with 
the utmost attention, 
broke out with, ‘‘Say, 
teacher, you hain't moved 
your upper jaw since you 
ben talking." 
*YouNG man,” said a 


solemnly, ‘we read in 
the book of books that 
some day this world will 
be destroyed by fire. 
"What would you do in 
the event of such an 
awful emergency?" 
** What would I do ?" re- 
peated the young man, 
calmly. “I would turn 
the hose on, of course. I 
belong.to the fire depart- 
ment." . 

.À GOLPORTEUR of the 
American Bible Society 


the other day, the son of 
a Methodist clergyman 
who had no Bible in his 
house. He wouldn’t buy 
one and wouldn’t accept 
one as a gift, and when 
the colporteur intimated 
that he’d leave one any- 
way, the bad man became 
very angry and put the 
Bible-man out of the 
house. 

Taux story is told by a 
Boston newspaper of a 
country parson who, with 
that tact that distin- 
guishes some parsons, 
said to the local tailor: 
“ When I want a good 
coat I go to Boston. 


way, do you ever go to 
church?” ‘Oh, yes." 
** Where?” ‘ Well, when 
I want to hear a good 


sermon I go to Boston. 


That's the place." 


Me, WituamC. PRIME, 
of this city, who for ten 
summers has driven 
through New England in 
his own carriage, resting 


to church wherever he 


in the New Princeton Re- 


view, that there is no dis- 
puting the fact that in 
the rural districts of Ver- 
mont and New Hampshire 
the people hav lost the 
habit of going to church. 


Tus Scottish Protestant Alliance recently 
sent a respectful, if unwise, letter to Lord 
Randolph Churchill, protesting. against the 
appointment of a Roman Catholic to the Cab- 
inet office of home secretary. Lord Randolph 
sent back a vigorous answer, in which he 
begged to remark that he observed, with as- 
tonishment and regret, that, in this age of en- 
lightenment and general toleration, persons 
professing to be educated and intelligent 
could arrive at conclusions so senseless and 


A LESSON ON THE 


FOLLY 


irrational. The answer that rushed back 
from the Alliance was also vigorous. '' You 
hav penned an insolent reply to a respectful 
public document,” it said. ** Although you 
are now a Cabinet minister, we observe, with 
astonishment and regret, that you hav not laid 
aside those weapons of abuse with which you 
tomahawked your way to power. It is a na- 
tional misfortune when men pitchforked into 
high position are destitute of decent man- 
ners.” 


Honors seem to be easy between, 


MN 
w 


bers of the House of Com- 
mons interested in church 
defense was held Septem- 
ber 14th to devise means 
for counteracting the ef. 
forts of those who favor 
disestablishment. A 
strong feeling was ex- 
pressed in favor of form- 
ing an organized party 
inthe Houseof Commons, : 
with “ whips” whose ob- 
jects may be summed up 
in the phrase, ** Church- 
men first; politicians af- 
terward.” 


Durme the thirty 
years ending in 1895, 
forty bishops of the 
Church of England died 
in Great Britain. In ac. 
cord with British law, 
the personal property of 
each ‘is sworn to by the 
executors. From atable 
recentiy published, we 
find the poorest one had 
$89,009 in personalty, 
and the richest one $700,- 
000. They averaged 
$273,090 each ; and some 
of them no doubt had 
real estate besides. The 
London  Demoorat re- 
marks that an English 
bishop's sermon on the 
text, “It is easier for a 
camel to go throug the 
eye of & needle than for 
a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of heaven,” 
would be deeply inter- 
esting. 

Amona@ the old papers 
in the county clerk’s of- 
fice in Freehold, N. J., is 
the death sentence of a 
negro named Cæsar. It 
reads: ‘‘ Therefore the 
court doth judge that 
thou, the said Csesar, shall 
return to the place from 
whence thou camest, and 
from thence to the place 


of execution, when thy 
right hand shall be cut 
off and burnt before thine 
eyes. Then thou shalt 


be hanged up by the 
neck till thou art dead, 


dead, dead; then thy 
body shall be cut down 
and burnt to ashes ina 
. fire, and so the Lord hav 


‘OF 


!Lord Randolph and the Scottish Alliance. 
| GnAcE GREENWOOD says that ‘among its 
other admirable manufactures, New England 
produces the best educated girls, the truest 
wives, the noblest mothers, and the most 
glorious old maids in the world.” i 
Tur Jewish Almanac. just published, states 
that there are 5,400,000 Jews in Europe, 
800.000 in Asia, 85,000 in Africa, and 250.000 
in America. The total Jewish population of 
the world is estimated at 6,800,000, 


BUILDING GOD-HOUSES 


mercy on thy soul, Cæ- 
sar. No wonder New . 
Jersey still tries to en- 
force blasphemy laws! 
It will take centuries to 
civilize a people so bar- 
barous as the Jerseyites' 
ancestors. Mr. Reynolds 
had better prepare to go 
prison. 


Tar Brooklyn E«amzner (Roman Catholic) 
warmly approves what C. B. Reynolds re- 
cently said at Saratoga at the Freethink. 
ers’ Association Convention, that the only 
authority there is for observing Sunday as a 
Sabbath is the pope and the Roman Catholic 
church. ‘This is perfectly true,” sava the 
Evaminer, “and deserves consideratión by 
our Protestant friends, who are such greut 
gticklers for what they call the observance of 
, the Babbath.” i 
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Cammunications. 


Reminiscences of a Reformer.* 


My Ferrenns: I come before you with many mis- 
givings lest I should fail to meet your expectations. 
Some years hav passed since I hav spoken much, 
and in that time you hav been listening to men and 
women of the highest order of intellect, trained in 
the schools to speak, not only grammatically, but 
in sentences rhetorically perfect. 
boast of education or genius, My‘only qualifications 
were earnestness anda heart full of love for humanity ; 
and so, with all my imperfections, with added years, 
I come to tell you some of my past life. If.I. shall 

- geem egotistical, excuse me. I must, under the cir- 
cumstances, be the hero of my story. 
` I hardly know what particular reminiscence to giv 
you. Ina life of nearly seventy years, fifty of which 
hav been given to reform, memory is crowded, and 
you would all tire before I should get very far into 
such a history; but without taking time for further 
preface I will begin by telling you I was born of a 
very orthodox mother, but my father and his father 
before him were Universalists. Universalism seventy 
years ago was Infidelity. To dispute the fact of a 


burning hell, into which ninety-nine out of every. 


hundred of the human family would be plunged at 
death, there to remain forever and forever, was blas- 
phemy, and some of my earliest recollections are of 
discussions and disputations upon the subject. I 
hav heard my father condemned to never-ending 
misery by the minister of the parish in the presence 
of my mother, whose love for him was so great that 
she used: to say her every breath was a prayer for his 
salvation. I, of course, in my early years believed 
or accepted my mother’s creed, and when only three 
or four years old was afraid to die lest I should be 
sent to the place of burning. I knew I did not love 
God, and as God knew all my thoughts, he knew all 
my hatred for him (I was a good hater very early in 
life), and so would punish me for not loving so 
detestable a being as the God I believed in. My 
early years were all embittered by the fear, yes, the 
anticipation, of future “endless misery.” Do you 
wonder that I hate the Christianity of the past? My 
pious mother died when I was six years of age, and, like 
other motherless children, I found many hard things 
to bear, though a good sister of my mother labored 
hard to make the path smooth for the half-orphaned 
little-ones. I, with my sisters, was baptized in my 
mother’s sick-room, and I was told. that my chances 
were much better for heaven after that rite was per- 
formed. The church would now pray for me, and 
my mother’s piety would be considered, and possibly 
I was “one of the elect.” When I was nine years 
old there swept over all New England what was 
called a “revival of religion,” and I was so excited 
upon the subject that in looking back to it I am 
amazed that I lived ; I wonder that my nervous sys- 
tem was not entirely destroyed. At last there came 
a rest for a few years; the religious world was wait- 
ing to gather strength for another crusade; and the 
year I was twelve years of age I was converted, and 
supposed my salvation secured. 

Would you like to know what conversion of that 
sort is? Read “Ideology,” by the late Dr. Sunder- 
land; you will find therein a vivid description of the 
whole thing. Some two years after my conversion, 
my father removed with his family from Berkshire 
county to Bristol county, Mass., and the opportunity 
now came to me to hear the doctrins of Universalism 
preached by such men as Abner Kneeland, Hosea 
Ballou, Walter Balfour, and others of like stamp. I 
- accepted their interpretation of scripture, lost my 
belief in hell and was so happy in the knowledge 
that all the human family were redeemed by and 
through the blood of Jesus Christ, that not one 
would be lost, that human life seemed to me a bless- 
ing for the first time in all the fourteen years in 
which I had existed.. Oh, my friends, I cannot tell 
you how glad I am to know that these dreadful doc- 
irins of the Christian church were not given to the 
world by a woman! We—-that is, one of my own sex— 
according to the creed, ate the apple and thereby 
introduced sin, and at the same time knowledge; but 
no man has ever dared to charge upon woman the 
‘origin of this Christian doctrin. She, to be sure,-is 
charged with yielding to the seduction of Jehovah, 
and thereby giving to the world a savior, to atone for 
the guilt of introducing to the human family the tree 
of knowledge. I submit it was a justifiable deed, 
even though it has given an example of free love 
somewhat dangerous, if we feel it incumbent upon 
us “to be followers of God as dear children.” 

But to return to my own history. I was married 
very young, became a widow at twenty-four, was 
again married at twenty-six, and was a mother at 
twenty-eight. From the day that I became a mother 
I date my first real work “for the life that now is.” 
Heretofore I had worked for the imaginativ future; 
how void is the memory of that time! A happy wife 


*An address at the ninth annual Convention of the New 
York State Freethinkers’ Association. 


I never could. 


and now a mother—no adjectiv is needed to describe 
the word or meaning of mother; simply mother, that 
is all; nothing in life excelsit! Judging from my own 
experience, no joy equals that of motherhood. Alas! 
that to-day and for more’ than twenty-five years 
motherhood is only-a memory! I-had never realized 
as then the condition of the slave mother of the 
South, suffering all the pangs, with all the joys 
denied her; her child born of her own body, but 
she denied the privilege of caring for it. Oh! how 
dreadful was her situation, obliged to yield to the 
lust of her master, a degradation that it almost freezes 
my blood to think of; denied the marriage rite, 
treated as-a brute—and even brutes do not force 
themselvs upon unwilling victims. I vowed on that 
day that I would devote my life to the cause of 
“woman in slavery,” and as far as in me lay I hav 
kept the vow, and am not done yet. That was a con- 
version which you néed not.go to any book to lear 
the meaning of. When one really knows the needs of 
humanity, I think ’tis not so great a thing to die for 
its redemption, if you are convinced that your death 
will giv life to the suffering millions. Let me say 
that at that time I was not situated so as to go out 
into the world and publicly plead the cause of the 
oppressed. I worked at home, in the church, any- 
where, and asked my husband to think of the slave 
at the ballot-box. I wonder how you would feel, my 
brothers, if you were obliged to ask your wife or 
sister to represent you at the ballot-box, you being 
denied the right to represent yourself. How reads 
your Constitution? * All governments derive their 
just rights from the consent of the governed ;" and 
again, * Taxation without representation is tyranny." 

Before eight years had passed I was again a widow, 
and now I made the circumstances which rendered it 
possible for me to go upon the publie platform and 
plead the cause of the enslaved. You all know that 
chattel slavery was abolished by and through the 
civil war, President Lincoln’s Emancipation Procla- 
mation, and the passage of the Fourteenth and Fif. 
teenth Amendments by Congress; but perhaps you 
do not know that it took thirty years of activ, earnest 
work by men and women so thoroughly baptized into 
the spirit of freedom for humanity that they took 
their lives in their hands, and with apostolic power 
preached in the cities and towns “the deliverance of 
the captiv and the opening of prison doors. to them 
that were bound.” Such hatred was aroused by our 
demands for the emancipation of the slave that it was 
an exception to the rule if we were allowed peaceable 
exit from the places where we delivered our mes- 
sage. All the churches were closed against us ; the 
ministers often led the mobs who assailed and in- 
sulted us. The church is to-day on the side of the 
oppressor; it always has been, and I think it always 
will be. I do not mean that every member of the 
church is an oppressor, but the church as a whole is 
never with the oppressed. 

I hav been mobbed several times, and in more than 
one instance the mob was led by a minister, and the 
persons composing the mob were eminently Chris- 
tian. Hav any of you ever-seen a mob? Our friend 
Reynolds I think knows something of their nature. 
If you will permit me, I will tell you something about 
the mobs of thirty and forty years ago. I had been 
speaking in Ohio, and roused the ire of the Methodist 
church by showing their complicity with slavery. 
They were determined to put a stop to such exposure, 
and first tried smoking the building, putting pepper 
and tobacco upon a hot stove; then throwing hard 
apples, stones, brickbats, etc., at and onto the platform. 
At one place they had a kettle of tar and a bag of 
feathers outside the room—a school-house—which 
by great difficulty we had obtained for the use of the 
meeting. My friends begged me to make my escape 
by the window, but I was determined to speak, and 
did. so, and finally the furious creatures, perhaps 


somewhat magnetized by a woman’s voice, became’ 


quiet, listened to what was said, refused to use the 
tar and feathers, as commanded by their leaders, and 
in after years became antislavery men. In those 


‘days we were not only assailed in person, but our 


carriages were broken and besmeared with addled eggs, 
night-soil, or whatever filthy substance came to hand; 
our horses were often shorn of mane and tail, and 
sometimes lamed for life. We' had no redress. The 
courts were a3 much our foes as was the church; we 
were disturbers of the peace, and the entire destruc- 
tion of three millions of men, women, and children 
was as nothing in thé balance against peace with the 
South. . EP 

We were obliged, like the Freethinkers of to-day, 
to provide a tent, and transport it to different places, 
as it was impossible to obtain any place in which to 
hold our meetings, and in one year I think we held 
one hundred conventions. Some few of the early 
Abolitionists were, like our friend Courtlandt Palmer, 
rich, and like him they gave of their abundance, but 
it was an expensiv affair to keep a paper in running 
order, and what can a cause do without a paper? So 
the money was used first for the paper, and what 
ceuld be spared from that for the expenses of the 
speakers employed. But we depended upon the 
making of friends, who should feed us and giv us 
lodging. So our experiences were sometimes ludi- 


crous in the extreme. t 3 
families of ordinary intelligence in the what were 
then Western states occupied log houses with only 


one room, and a loft of small dimensions, not high - . 


enough for a woman of even my short stature. to 
stand erect in. But these people were hospitable, 
and many of them had emigrated from New England, 
and they desired our presence, and treated us just as 
well as their circumstances allowed. I hav been 
often entertained in such a home. The boys of the 
family would ascend the ladder and make their beds 
on the floor of the loft, and the proprietor of the 


house (no wife is ever a proprietor if the husband is | | 


living) would vacate the one room while I made my. 


bed with his wife, and in a suitable time he would. `. 


come in and in some corner make a bed of whatever 
he could find, disrobe, and lie down. In the morn- 
ing, after making his toilet, he would again vacate | 
the room, remain outside long enough for me to 
dress, and then return. Such was the way the re- 
formers of this the nineteenth century carried on 
their work for the emancipation of a race suffering . 
the most abject slavery. - : 
When I began work for the slave I was a Chris- 
tian, and believed the Bible to be the word of God. 
I knew there were strange things in it, but I had ac- 
cepted it in my childhood, and had never reasoned 
upon its meaning. I had heard an interpretation 
which had destroyed hell, and the other matters I 
had not yet considered, and so I founded my argu- 
ment upon a few passages supposed to be the word 
of God, such as, “God has made of one blood all na- 
tions to dwell upon the earth,” and, “ Whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you do ye even so to 
them." But the clergy met me with words from the. 
game book forbidding a woman to speak or uncover her 
head in publie. I immediately set about finding re- 
butting testimony, or, rather, perhaps found my oppo- 
nent clearly disobeying some requirement of the He- 


Forty years ago a great many . 


brew scriptures while he accused me of being un- . 


Christian in my acts. Once or twice I completely 
silenced such à one by charging him with breaking 
one of the commands of the Bible God by shav- 
ing his‘face. Of course, he denied that such a com- 
mand was to be found, but when I showed him the 
words, “Thou shalt not mar the corners of thy 
beard,” his ignorance of the Bible was a great morti- 
fication to him. I hav known very few Christians 
who know much about the Bible. A few passages 
are enough for their stock in trade, and if one knows. 
how easy it is to pay a Christian in his own coin, I 
think he may never be much in debt. If Mr. Com- . 
stock, even, as he travels about, with his gripsack 
filled with obscenity, could be met, and submerged ` 
with the filth of the Bible, I'am sure he would escape . 
from the contact with as little noise as possible, and 
perhaps confine his future depredations to something 


'he has not yet thought about. Would you know how 


woman is treated in the Bible without reading too 
much of it? Our good friend, Miss Helen Gardener, 
has printed it in colors that no one can mistake. 
Let al women bless her. She has done what very. 
few men or women hav ever dared: to do—told to all. 
who dare to read from whence came the laws which 
so degrade woman. Read her book and then send 
your children where the Bible is taught, if you dare. 
The Abolitionist emancipated himself long before 
the chattel slave was freed. We found we must put 
humanity before all books, all customs, all religions. 
We were given the name of Infidel, and I came to 
love the name, as I usually hav loved the one who: 
has borne it. I am sad, more sad than I can tell 
you, when men or women who bear that name 
prove recreant to right, and for selfish ends wrong : 
others. I wish we could say such a thing could not 
be. But humanity is imperfect, and as yet in gov- 
ernment power is wholly masculin. We cannot ex- 
pect it to be to day what it will be when the feminin 
element shall take its place in perfect equality. I 
said we were called Infidels, and surely we were In- 
fidel to the teachings of the church, and to the civil 
law that forbade us to help the flying bondman. 
Had I time, I could tell you of women even, and 
many men, who spent months, even years, in prison, 
because of helping those who were trying to reach a 
land of freedom. But even in prison we were re- 
spectable and respected, and because we were re- 
spected we were persecuted. Do you suppose even : 
the pious people of New Jersey would tear down a 
tent where a dog-fight was in progress? The pro- ` 
prietors of such assemblages are usually Christians, 
and perhaps open their exhibitions with prayer. The 
slave-holders of the South, who debauched women 
and. sold their babies, always maintained family 
prayer and supported churches. But you are tired, 
and I must hasten. When the chattel slave was 
freed, and the laws of our Northern states were some- 
what amended in woman's favor, I felt that the time 
had come to giv up publie labor. I had grown old; . 
my labors in Washington during. the war had been 
severe; my only child had died; my heart was 
broken; I felt that my work was done. But a letter 
from D. M. Bennett, asking me to do what I could 
for free speech, free mails, and the freedom to pub- 
lish works of physiology and social science, so roused 
my deadened energies that with what of power wag 
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left me I came again to the front. Lucretia Mott 
told me that she promised her children that when 
she should reach sixty years of age she would step 
down:from the *high seats" in her church, retire 
_ from the rostrum, and rest; but when past four 
. Score she was still speaking—she had found no time 
to rest. I hav reached the year that wil complete 
` my three score and ten, but find it hard to feel that 
my work is done. I am alone, hav outlived all my 
own family and all my father’s. Were it not that I 
love my race, love would die, as hav those on which 
love was fed. But all humanity is to-day my family, 
| and I am not willing, not quite ready, to leave the 
family to a new parentage. A step-mother is often 
much more capable, and will do even better by the 
. family than did the own mother; but what woman 
believes her children can bé loved by another as she 
loves them? And so, friends, I cannot giv up my right 
to work in the work of reform, even. with the 
knowledge that you are younger, abler, and will do 
‘so much better. Let me work on for a little longer. 
How many.of our friends are already gone! Who 
can fill the place of Elizur Wright—always ready 
with voice, pen, and purse? Surely he was one of 
the very best and wisest of the sons of men. But 
' the departed are more than they that remain, and the 
best honor we can giv to their memories is to con- 
tinue the work which was so dear to them with un- 
flagging zeal. © Lucy N. Corman. 


OHH —————— 
he Church and Its Influence.. 


From a flat and central earth up to the scientific 

triumphs of the nineteenth century the church has 
contested the ground inch by inch, denouncing scien- 
tists as heretics and Infidels, and declaring before the 
world that their doctrins were only calculated to 
. bring the word of God into disrepute, and drag the 
souls of men down to hell. - 
. Until the ideas of God-written books and divine in- 
tervention are given up, the hand of the church will 
be found at the throat of science, and human prog- 
ress be retarded. 

After Galileo had constructed his little telescope, 
in 1610, he discovered the moons of Jupiter. Here 
was the Copernican system in miniature—four worlds 
revolving around a center. The spiritual autocrats 
were not slow in detecting the results of this dis- 
covery. . : 6 

It had been urged by the church that, if the Coper- 


. nican theory was true, the interior planets, Mercury 


and Venus, ought to show phases like the moon. 
The keen, scientific eye of Galileo at once saw the 
force of the objection, and. honestly admitted the 
truth of the position, but urged that these planets 
- were at such immense distances from the earth that, 
although these phases did actually take place, the 
unaided human eye was too feeble to perceive them, 
and that it was philosophically correct that they 
should appear in the heavens as mere points of light. 


On turning his telescope to these planets, what: 


must hav been the ecstasy of his soul when he found 
that he was able to declare to the church and to the 
world that these phases were a reality! But his 
declaration only gave the church the greater alarm. 
Ecclesiastics everywhere denounced his discoveries as 
blasphemous frauds, and declared that whoever 
should look through his glasses would see more dev- 
ils than planets. 

He was summoned before the Inquisition to an- 
‘swer to the charge of promulgating a theory utterly 
-at variance with the holy scripture. Knowing the 
power of the law, and fearing the feline disposition 
and the jaw and the paw of the church, Galileo 


yielded to its demands, and swore upon the “ holy 


gospels” never more to teach the damnabie heresy. 
A great scientist had been silenced, the church was 
-at rest; but in 1632 the holy waters were again 
roiled from the very bottom. Galileo was again sum- 
moned before the Inquisition. He had written his 
“System of the Worlds" It was declared that he 
had brought upon himself the penalty of heresy, 
which was to be burnt alive. To escape this terrible 
penalty, he again went down upon his knees, with his 
hand upon the Bible. 

What a degrading spectacle! Where are your 
curses, O ye indefatigable, toiling sons of science? 
Think of it, ye scientists of the nineteenth century! 
This grandest, noblest man, who flashed such a 
flood of light upon the world, down upon his knees, 
and forced to take an unholy lie into his mouth at 
the bidding of the assassins of science! 

He was thrust into prison, and the last ten years of 
his life rendered as painfully unhappy as a lot of re- 
lentless bigots could make them. When, at last, death 
came to his relief, he was put out of sight with as 
little ceremony as would attend the burying of a mad 
dog. As long as I liv I will denounce a system 
which has caused men to treat the world’s greatest 
benefactors with such unfeeling brutality. 

Seven years after the death of Copernicus an indi- 

` vidual was born whose life was scarcely less conspic- 
uous. He wrote “The Infinity of the Universe of 
Worlds," and other works on kindred subjects. He 
was proscribed by the church, and made a wanderer 
in foreign lands: He was finally aryested and im- 


prisoned for six years, without books, paper, or 
friends. Subsequently he was removed from the 
prison at Venice to the prison at Rome, and accused 
by the Inquisition of “teaching the doctrin of a plu- 
rality of worlds,” a doctrin at once repugnant to the 
whole tenor of the scriptures and the great plan of 
salvation.” He was found guilty of the charges as 
alleged, and Giordano. Bruno was sentenced to- be 
burnt alive in the city of Rome, Feb. 16, 1600. 

Friends, let us join hands and swear on the sacred 
altar of human rights never to giv up the struggle 
until the last throb of life is choked out of the per- 
secuting old hag of superstition, and the mind of 
man is free. MX 

To-day steps are being taken to slap the bloody 
old church in the face. 
received to erect a monument right under the 
Shadow of St. Peter's church at Rome, in honor of 
the scientific martyr who was burnt by Christian 
bigots for teaching just what every intelligent man 
knows to be true. i 

The fallacy of a flat and central earth had to go, 
although the church went to the extreme of its crush- 
ing power, even to torture and death, to keep alive 
the faith in an infallible church and a God-written 
Bible. It was declared that “a belief in the Coperni- 
can theory would completely undermine the church.” 

Although the church thundered forth its terrible 
curses upon all who dared to believe the damnable 


.| doctrin, yet, in spite of hell fire and the fear of los- 


ing a title to mansions in the skies, the doctrin was 
believed, and, according to the church’s own show- 
ing, the infallible Bible and infallible church went to 
the wall. : 

The Bible and the priesthood had been final 
authority on all matters of science, and to hav the 
backbone of that authority broken was a severe blow 
to the church. 

But her hands were still dripping with blood shed 
to suppress the Copernican heresy when the church 
found another difficulty to encounter. The church 
demauded that all history and science should be 
made to conform to the Bible. 'This showed the 
earth to be of comparativly recent date—not more 
than four or five thousand years old at the birth of 
Christ. 

When men began to study and interpret the 
language of the rocks, it was found that the book of 
Genesis was a big lie. It is demonstrated that the 
river Nile has been flowing where it now does for a 
period of time reaching beyond the time of creation, 
as laid down in the book of Genesis, many thousands 
of years, showing that the evidence was not all in 
when the Mosaic account of creation was written. 

The ruins of a city hav been found covered with 
mud, which, according to the Bible account, is older 
than the earth. The mud brought down by the 
waters of the Nile causes the bed of the river to rise 
bigher and higher each year, and consequently as the 
bed of the river is elevated the waters flow farther 
and farther inland each year, and deposit a new 
layer. of mud. By measuring the depth of these 
deposits the facts hav been arrived at as above 
stated, 

It would be foreign to our purpose to giv a de- 
tailed account of the struggle between the church 
and the science of geology. It was a bloodless! 
struggle, but, as in the other cases, science tri- 
umphed and the church again went to the wall. 

Is it not strange that, with an infallible book as a: 
guide, in every encounter with science the church has 
been beaten.  Mosheim furnishes the key to the 
secret. Hesays: “ There was nothing to exclude the 
ignorant from ecclesiastic preferment. The savage 
and iliterate party who looked upon all kinds of 
learning, particularly philosophy, as dangerous, was 
increasing. The will of their councils was determined 
by a majority vote, and, to secure that, all manner of 
intrigues were resorted to. The influence of court 
females, bribery, and violence were not spared.” — 

And yet by such decisions of such councils the 
scriptures of the New Testament were made the 
word of God. . : 

Yes, and by these councils it was held to be an act 
of virtue “to deceive and lie,” when by such means 
the interests of the church might be promoted. And 
so by these councils it was decided that “errors in 
religious belief," after proper admonitions of the 
church, were punishable by the civil power with 
“ penalties and tortures.” 

To show the moral and intellectual standing of 
society when the church had full sway, it may be 
stated that for six hundred years trial by water and 
by fire, by combat and by the cross, was in vogue. 

If a man was accused of any crime, he was thrown 
into the water—if guilty, hé sank; if innocent, he 
floated. In other cases the accused was made to 
walk over hot plates of iron—if guilty, he was burnt; 
if innocent, God protected him. In cases of dispute 
two champions were chosen, and truth or falsehood 
was established by a hand-to-hand fight—if the ac- 
cused could hold out his arms like a cross longer than 
the accuser, he was judged innocent. l 

There are cases on record where innocent parties 
who were physically disabled were thrown into water 
and did not sink. In other cases innocent parties 


Contributions are being |. 


walked barefoot over plates of hot iron and were not 
burnt. Such were the modes of establishing justice 
in the palmy days of the church. » 

For more than a thousand years all Europe was 
filled with holy men, miracle-workers, superstition, 
saints, lying, deceit, ignorance, and crime. The 
church councils, ruled by ignorance and hypocrisy, 
had not only produced this resulf, but had estab- 
lished the truth of miracles and the sacred character 
of the. New Testament. But the time came when 
such monstrous. notions were not only doubted, but 
openly derided. 

. To stem the tide of opposition, and keep the cause 
from open ridicule, the Inquisition and auricular con- 
fession were instituted. 

Private confession turned those of one's own house- 
hold, even his. wife and children, into spies. The 
Inquisitors were on the track of every man, clothed 
with power to enter any house, town, or city. No 
place was exempt from their search. And with such 
ferocious Christian instincts did they carry on their 
diabolical work that from 1481 to 1808 they had 
punished no less than 340,000. Of these, 32,000 were 
burnt alive. A thought of the Inquisition still 
curdles the blood. i 

The inventiv. ingenuity of the age was taxed to 
produce instruments of torture. Delicate little in- 
struments were invented to put on the fingers and 
toes, operated by a thumb-screw, so as to reduce the 
flesh to pulp or even crush the bone. 

Sometimes the subject would be bound in such an 
unnatural position that the pain was most excruciat- 
ing, and then these little Christian bull-dogs were put 
on the fingers and toes, and every few hours another 
turn of the screw, and this kept up for days and 
nights together, every throb a messenger of death | 
mounting up to the brain, with no relief but death. 
Thus in the darkest dungeon, where no friend could 
hear her wailing cry, many aud many a helpless 
woman has met her death. And then to think of a 
hypocritical priest coming into the presence of such a 
suffering subject with a crucifix in his hand and re- 
minding her of the “just punishment which God is 
inflicting upon her” for something she may hav said 
to the injury of God’s holy cause! 

Another instrument of torture consisted of an iron 
ball, somewhat larger than a musket ball, with a 
“long iron stem to it of the size of a pipe-stem.” 
The subject was confined in an immovable position; 
then the ball was brought to a red heat and pressed 
upon the eye until it fried and bubbled in the socket. 
Such were the means adopted to impress the people ` 
with a love of God and fiil them with reverence for 
his holy word. 

Think you I would not hav believed in the inspira- 
tion of the Bible? Why, at the first turn of the 
thumb-screw I would hav believed that the earth is 
flat and made out of nothing. I would hav believed 
in the fall, in the plan of redemption, the flood story, 
the Jonah story, the story of the talking jackass, in 
all the miracles and impossibilities which were ever 
written, with “Baron Munchausen,” “Sinbad the 
Sailor," and “ Gulliver's Travels” thrown in. 

History furnishes no account of meaner deeds than 
were perpetrated by the church. The selling of 
indulgences for the commission of the  vilest 
erimes shows how much God was directing the 
affairs of the church. Indulgences for the commis- 
sion of the same crime were sold by different eccle-. 
siastics for different prices. 

Abbots and monks perambulated the country with 
old relics, and vast sums of money were raised for the 
church for looking upon or touching these holy impo- 
sitions. These relic-drummers entered into sharp 
competition with each other in regard to the sanctity 
of their respectiv relics. Of course God was direct- 
ing these precious Christian practices. Could Chris- 
tians go wrong when they were guided by God’s holy 
word? The church, guided by God's holy word, 
affirmed that the earth was flat, and the most im- 
portant body in the solar system. But science, with- 
out any help from God, demonstrated that neither 
the church nor the Bible could be relied upon as 
authority. On the authority of the Bible, the church 
affirmed a universal deluge. Science has shown that 
no such catastrophe ever occurred, and that the 
church and the Bible were in error. The church 
affirmed, on authority of the Bible, that the first man 
was created with a high degree of intelligence, and ~ 
with moral and physical perfection. The book of 
geology was opened, and the history of man as there 
recorded shows that man was on the earth thousands 
of years before the time assigned in the Mosaic 
account, and instead of being a type of perfection was 
elevated but little above the brute. 

If the Christian can ever wake up enough, he will 
see why there is an ever-widening breach between 
science and the Bible. The world has grown much 
wiser since the Bible was written. The experience 
of two or three thousand years has been worth a 
great deal. The men who wrote the Bible and those 
who lived in Bible times would not compare with 
men of the present day. There was not the facility 
for making great men that there is in modern times. 

Yet the Christian believes that old Moses, rummag- 
ing round in the woods for forty years of his life, was 


far superior to the best man in our day. And he be- 
lieves that the Bible, written by semi-barbarians, is 
superior to the choicest production of the best brains 
of modern times. Such belief has turned the church 
into a, huge giant with a great club ready to beat the 
brains out of every scientist who conceives an idea 
. above a flat earth. 

Is it any wonder that a man who believes the story 
of Jonah and his pet whale should denounce such 
men as Darwin; Tyndall, and Huxley as Infidels? 
Until the Christian can be brought to see the differ- 
ence between reason and inspired ignorance, between 
science and superstition, he will regard the ball and 
chain which designing ecclesiastics hav fastened to 
his limbs as an ornament, and fight for the privilege 

of wearing it. Jonn PECK. 
(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
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News and Notes. 


West Union, Iowa, is a quite attractiv place, amid 
the many trees, and the swelling uplands, almost like 
hills in this prairie country. The only drawback is 
that there are nine churches to about two thousand 
inhabitants. This makes quite an overpowering or- 
thodox sentiment, although the churches are not 
financially strong. I guess it is “poor pay" and 
“poor preach.” One of the clergymen receives only 
two hundred dollars a year salary, and that is not a 
very loud call of the Holy Ghost. One can’t be very 
eloquent on such rations. There is a pretty good 
Liberal element at West Union and throughout the 
county. Several friends came from a distance, and 
so we had a sort of convention. The county fair was 
going on at the same time, and this gave the town a 
holiday aspect. The governor of the state was there 
and added to the dignity of the occasion. The brass 
band kept pealing forth its martial strains, and was 
exhilarating. The streets and grounds were crowded 
with men and women, and handsome carriages and 
horses, and the balloon went up splendidly and the 
acrobats displayed gracefully, and the races were 
really exciting when the steeds-were fairly under 
way. The exhibition of handiwork by the ladies was 
excellent—the pictures, the painted china ware, the 
stuffed birds, and especially the crazy quilts. The 
women, I see, hav a wonderful faculty for making 
crazy quilts. I wonder if this is a development 
of their “inward consciousness.” The metaphysics 
of the case are quite puzzling, as are the quilts 
themselvs; I like to look at them, but I should 
be afraid to sleep beneath their dazzling folds. 
What dreams might come! The fruits were deli- 
cious, and the cattle were superb and the hogs 
fat, and I really enjoyed this exhibition of a healthy: 
and wealthy country life. The county fairs are good 
Liberal institutions. They edueate the people, who 
get better ideas and acquaintance by their means. 
The governor, who is himself a practical farmer, and 


had some fine stock on exhibition, gave an address on. 


the improvement of products, etc. General Pren- 
tiss, the hero of Shiloh, was present, and gave an ex- 
ceedingly interesting account of that great battle, 
which was so stubbornly fought. General Prentiss 
is a mild sort of a Methodist, and confesses to an oc- 
casional prayer. However, he is a warm admirer of 
Ingersoll, and so I shall not quarrel with him. I en- 
joyed making his acquaintance, and found him a 
sociable and good fellow, as well as a modest and 
brave soldier, who deserves well of his country. 
Amid these many pleasant surroundings I gave my 
three lectures at West Union to full houses, and 
they were cordially received. Some of the ministers 
were present, and one of them took voluminous 
. notes. J invited a reply, but none came. I suppose 
the thunders will begin to volley after my departure. 
1 went out and spent a night on the farm of I. F. 
Smith. He has been in this country since 1853— 
from boyhood—and although in the prime of life, he 
is now one of the “oldest inhabitants.” 
pleasant situation indeed, with beautiful fields and 
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He has &| of reform. 


groves on all sides. The views are broad and rich, 
&nd one could not find in all the world a country- 
seat in the midst of more delightful prospects. 


and Mrs. Smith and all their children are Liberals, | 


and so their home is cheerful, ‘and’ my pilgrimage 
found here a happy rest and. change. 

Mr. J. S. Brewer is one of the most earnest 
workers in our ranks. He was formerly of the 
Methodist church. The superstition has gone, but 
the zeal abides, which is a good thing. I was pleased 
to meet so noble a spirit. Mr. F. B. Zigler, who in- 
troduced me at the lectures, is one of the leading 
citizens of the place. He has been all over the 
world, and has a well-furnished mind, for he is both 
& thinker and an observer. He has been several times 
to the “holy land,” and his lectures upon that topic 
are quite popular. Even the orthodox churches are 
desirous of his services, and he generously givs them 
that which is both entertaining and instructiv. He 
has a beautiful home at West Union, and his hos- 
pitality was a delight indeed for both the mind and 
body. Mrs. Zigler is equally Liberal, and has been 
with her husband in his many journeyings, and is a 
charming hostess. So I found West Union a de- 
lightful haven, and my work was a joy. 

Mr. Wallace, Mr. Thos. Reeder, Mr. G. E. Hennig, 
I. H. Schreicker, and others of West Union are 
also friends whom it was a pleasure to meet. 

O. H. Garretson, of Salem, Iowa; Alex. Risk, of 
Putnam; Wm. Redfield and wife, of Olwein; War- 
ren Goddard and brother, of Cedar Rapids; S. C. 
Smith, of Alpha; Gust. A. Kohn, of Nashua; Daniel 
Davis, of Fayette; H. F. Dean, of Castalia; J. 
Daniels and wife, of Ossian; T. E. Delamore, of 
Wadena, were among those present from abroad, 
and it will be seen that we had quite a gathering of 
the Freethinkers of northern Iowa. Remsburg has 
been here before and is coming again, so the work is 
going prosperously on, and without doubt orthodoxy 
will grow “small by degrees and beautifully less.” 

_An all-night ride brings me to Chicago, and then a 
morning ride of sixty-odd miles takes me to Che- 
banse, and here J am met by Jos. Haigh, and taken 
to his home, a farm just outside the village, of one 
hundred and sixty acres, which he took up over thirty 
years ago. In perfecting his claim he had to go to 
Danville, a distance of seventy-five miles. He walked 
the first day, which was a Sunday, sixty-three miles. 
This is good traveling for.a “Sabbath day's jour- 
ney,” and I don’t know that any Christian pilgrim, 
even en route to the celestial city, could beat that rec- 
ord. Mr. Haigh and his brother Edward—both 
originally from England, but coming from Canada to 
Illinois—hav always been outspoken Freethinkers 
and made it lively for the slow-going orthodox. Mr. 
Haigh.has been quite a writer. He has written 


about a hundred poems on Freethought and other |... 


matters, among them “ The Prayer to the Unknown 
God,” and “ Why Don't God Kill the Devil?” The lat- 
ter has been utilized by friend Babcock in his lively 
satire of the same name. Mr. Haigh has also writ- 
ten a valuable history of Chebanse, and contributed 
much to the columns of the local papers. Dr. De 
Veling is another stanch Liberal soldier, and .he has 
done some good fighting and will do more. He also 
came here thirty years ago. He has a large practice 
and an honorable position. 
Iwas quite unfortunate in regard to the weather at 


Chebanse, and the campaign was disarranged. On, 


Saturday night, just at the hour for meeting, the 
lightnings flashed constantly all along the horizon, 
and the thunder growled ominously. A tew, however, 
met at the appointed place, and I gave my lecture, 
but before it was over the rain came in torrents, and 
it was an hour before we could plunge into the dark- 
ness and seek our homes. On Sunday afternoon we 
were to hav an out-door meeting at Smith’s Grove, 
Sugar Island, and if it had been pleasant I should 
hav had a congregation of hundreds, but the thunder 
.and the rain and the mud compelled a change, and 
we had to hold a sort of extemporaneous meeting in 
the hall in the village, and make the best of it. In 
spite of Dame Nature’s tremendous frowns, we had 
some fun, anyhow, and some enthusiasm was created, 
and there was no discouragement. Without doubt a 
Secular Union will be formed here, and the work 
pushed forward. 

Friends came twenty-five and thirty miles, in spite 
of -the weather, to hear the lectures, and it givs one 
good cheer indeed to find such deep and wide inter- 
est in Freethought. Mr. Beery, of Gilman; Mr. An- 
toine Johnson and wife, of Buckingham; R. H. Enos, 
of Kankakee; G. Gunnison, of Hereher, and family, 
were on hand, and their cordial greeting made up for 
the other disappointments of the occasion. 

I am now in Chicago, in the midst of its immense 
life; which givs me new vigor. I am meeting old 
friends. I shall lecture here on Sunday, and in the 
mean time see the sights and study this great world. 
Stevens is with me, and it is a delight to meet this 
enthusiastic soul, who believes so thoroughly in jus- 
tice and liberty, and who has so clear an understand- 
ing of the issues of the hour. I shall see much and 
learn much while here, especially of the tragic side 


I am at Belding September 28th and 29th; at 


dom and intellectual liberty. 


West Union, O., October 1st, 2d, and 3d; at New. . 
York, October 5th. l 


SamueEL P. PUTNAM. ` 
Chicago, Sept. 23, 1886. j 


Important Notice. 
ANNUAL CONGRESS OF THE AMERICAN SECULAR UNION. 4 


The chairman of.the Executiv Committee desires 
to call the attention of all local Secular gocieties to the 
approaching annual Congress to be held at Chicker- 
ing Hall, November 11 to 14, 1886. l E 

In accordance with the constitution, Article 5, 
all charter-members and life-members of the 
American Secular Union, and all duly accredited 
delegates from local Secular societies holding charters ` : 
from the National Liberal League or American 
Secular Union, are entitled to séats and votes in the 
annual Congress. zo 

Annual members are entitled to seats, but not to 
votes, in the annual Congress. All such officers, 


delegates, and members who intend to be present at, 


the annual Congress are requested to write me im- 
mediately, so that the necessary lists may be per- 
fected and the necessary tickets entitling bearer to 
seat in the Congress can be furnished in season. 
Article 16 provides that every local auxiliary 
Secular society, organized in accordance with the 
provisions of the constitution, shall be entitled to 
send its president and secretary and three other 
members as delegates to the annual Congress. 

Article 17 provides that it is the especial duty 
of the secretary of each local Secular society to fur- 
nish the secretary of the American Secular Union 
with a complete list of all the members, with their 
post-office addresses in full, and a list of the officers. 

The prompt compliance by the secretary of every 
local Secular society in the United States and. 
Canada with Article 17 is absolutely necessary. 

All auxiliary societies that hav not, received chàr- 
ters are especially requested to at once send full list 
of members, with names and post-office addresses of 
the officers, together with the charter fee of five dol- 
lars. This should be done immediately, so that the - 
society can be entered on the roll and its delegates 
admitted to the Congress. All auxiliary societies, 
duly organized, are requested to at once call a special 
meeting and elect three delegates to the Congress. 

Secretaries will confer a special favor on the chair- 
man of. the Executiv Committee and facilitate com- 
fort and convenience of members by promptly sending 
me names and post-office addresses of president, sèc- 
retary, and the three delegates elected, and also the 
names and addresses of all members of their societies . 
and other friends in their vicinity who propose. to 
attend the Congress. C. B. REYNOLDS, 

Ch. Ex. Com. Am. Secular Union. 


—————— *-———— — —— 


The New York Congress. 


The date is fast approaching when the tenth annual 
Congress of the American Secular Union will take 
place. The fact that it is to be held in the fine. 


will be addressed by some of America’s greatest 
gpeakers, including Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, should 
be sufficient to inspire all friends of the Union | 
throughout the States and Canada to concentrate 
their efforts in the endeavor to make the gathering 
the most successful one ever known in connection 
with the Liberal movement in this country. There 
are, however, other important considerations which 
ought to induce friends to render special support to 
this annual assembly, and those are the supreme 
value of the objects sought to be achieved in calling 


.the Congress together. Briefly, these are to giv 


publie recognition to the progress made during the 
past year within our ranks; to devise plans for future 
advancement; to giva varied and dignified exposition 
of Liberal principles, and to strengthen the bonds of 
mutual cooperation. The respectiv officers of the 
Union hav an encouraging record of work done since 
our last meeting, and a useful program as to future 
action. These will be presented to the Congress, 
and should command the earnest attention of every 
delegate present. 

.The necessity of presenting our distinctiv prin- 
ciples before the public cannot be doubted at the 
present time. Liberal views as to all questions of a 
theological character are rapidly permeating the 
minds of all classes of society. This diffusion of 
Secular light will continue so long as people read, 
think, and enjoy the advantages of free speech and a 
free platform. One of the features of the Congress 
will, no doubt, be to indicate how these views can be 
consolidated upon the broad principle of mental free- 
A destructiv policy is 
still a necessity, but constructiv work is equally de- 
sirable. Can the two be wisely blended in the prop- . 
aganda of the Union? This is another point for 
the attention of the Congress. When it is in session, I 
shall be pleased to offer a few suggestions upon this 
head. l 

Our success as an organized body would be the 
greater if the many who are now apathetic, exhibiting 
too much mental reservation, were to come forward 
as declared standard-bearers in the cause of Secular 
truth. Probably one way of bringing about this de- 


z 


Chickering Hall in the city of New York, and that it 


.Show their love for the cause they profess by uniting 
, in’ the reso've not only to be present at the Congress, 


Union, and the scope of moral and intellectual 


4 : : ~ s, - 
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recovered sufficiently:to show themselvs at our meetings. "Tis and for what, will be published each month in Tas Teura 
ever thus. A neat room was rented next to the post-office and | SEEKER and Investigator. . — 
nicely fitted up with. carpet, chairs, tables, and portraits of Relying on your known zeal and devotion to the Libera 
Ingersoll, Paine, and other distinguished Freethinkers. Lib-| cause, we confidently await your prompt and generous 
eral mottoes were hung up among the pictures. A large | Tesponse. Yours for the cause, F.C. REYNOLDS, Sec’y. 
lot of scientific and Freethought books and papers was| Address all letters and make drafts and money-orders pay- 
brought in by the members and the only reading-room in the | able to Mrs. F. C. Reynolds, secretary of the New York 
village thrown open to the public. Very fortunately being | Freethinkers’ Association, Box 104, North Parma, N. Y. 
a stenographer, T advertised to giv free instruction to all St S| — ————— 
who would study and practice this useful art every Tuesday For Mr. Reynolds’s Defense. 
and Thursday evening. This has been continued all summer 8. H. Davi 
with ever-increasing interest and good results. „The reading- | j^ ar ie Miet decis a ee steeespu ien ereen 
room is open every Tuesday and Thursday evening, and on Jo We relic’ T 
Sunday from one o'clock. Every Sunday at three o'clock we Hen ci yers 
hav either a scientific lecture, select reading, or Secular | p° ge LO 
address. We hav held six grove meetings during July and | yr. don e seres se 
gurust a of which were well attended both by Christians ary Jones.......... sete tentent ——— ——D 
an ose who, although in sympathy with our move- . 
Ta age to join our Canadian Notes. 


mon EE e moral courage to join gur association: we 
av tit aaa quite: a large, quantity of ede So The annual convention of Canadian Secularists was 
d Meee winch is: proquomg; Hie Meal good held at Science Hall, Toronto, on S :ptember . 10th, 
We are now making arrangements for securing a larger| 11th, and 12th, and, although it was not so well 
room, and intend fitting upa small gymnasium for the use of | attended as had been hoped, yet thə work accom- 
memb e only. ber air istory and physiology plished will perhaps rank in importance with that of 
Reports of our work are published in three or four local | 27 like event in the past. ; 
papers, as well as original Liberal articles and selections | The country was fairly represented, delegates being 
from Ingersoll.and our best writers. present from Welland, Meaford, Muskoka district, 
Our members are men and women of sound principle, re- | Alton, Oshawa, and several other places. ! 
On Friday evening President Algie opened the 
convention and in an excellent address gave an 
account.of the work of the past year, and explained 


spected by all who know them, and we can depend upon 
every one of them as a member for life. 

the plans and objects hoped to be attained during 
the year to come. 
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sirable result is to prove the importance of our 
principles and to demonstrate that the surest way to 
make them popular and keep them so is to hav an 
efficient organization. No movement, however great, 
no teachings, however sublime, adequately succeed 
without this adhesiv force, 

In this practical commercial age, if a man is known 
by his fellows as.an honest, consistent worker in the 
path of ethical conduct, he has little to fear because 
he does not subscribe to the popular creeds and 
dogmas. What the Secular movement requires more 
than ever is the display of courage of well thought- 
out convictions upon the part of its adherents. The 
man of fortitude may be compared to a castle built 
upon a rock which defies the attack of surrounding 
wate«s, whilst he who lacks the courage of his 
opinions is as & hut placed on the shore which every 
wind shakes and every wave overflows. 

' Let all, in the sacred name of duty, who avow 
themselvs Liberals, Freethinkers, or Secularists, 
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but when there to do their best in assisting to realize 
the objects of the meeting and thus increase the hap- 
piness of human brotherhood, the usefulness of the 


freedom. Cuarues Watts. 


emm 


Liberal Organization in New York. 


We hav inet no opposition from the church party to speak 
of, except a very cruel remark from a Methodist Episcopal 
clergyman declaring that the president of our association 
had no affiliation with his Lord and master, Jesus Christ. 


^ earnest attention of all people who are not under the 


‘following circular from the officers of the Freethink- 


its officers hav been directed to proceed at once to 


erally promote its objects, and also to afford to those 


: each county for themselvs, as the circumstances of no 


. favor of immediate action should lead to some ear- 
nest effort in every county, city, or town where two 


. the tyranny of the church, or do anything in the way of Sec- 


To tus Éprrog or Tue Trura Seexer, Sir: The 
control of the old superstitions is requested to the 


ers’ Association of the state of New York. The ob- 
jects of the Association are expressed in the appended 
constitution of the Association and the resolutions 
which. hav been passed unanimously at the last two 
Conveutious of the Association—the one held at Al- 
bany last year, and the one lately held at White Sul- 
phur Springs, Saratoga. This Association is the 
only general association of Liberals for this state, and 


effect county or local organizations in order to gen- 


who are not connected with the churches a truer and 
better basis for social intercourse and. mutua! assist- 
ance. ; ; 
How this constructiy Liberal work can be best 
commenced must be determined by the Liberals in 


two localities are the same. I wish to call attention, 
however, to the very practical report of Mr. C. F. 
DeMott, of Hempstead, L. I., N. Y., as an example 
worthy of imitation. Certainly his earnest words in 


or three may be gathered together. as 


T. B. Wakeman. 
93 Nassau st., New York, Sept. 19, x.w: 286. 


HEMPSTEAD FREETHOUGHT ASSOCIATION. 


“To Mr T. B. Wakeman, Dear Sir: As you request a 
report of the work done in the town of Hempstead, Queens 
county, N. Y., I submit the following: 


'. First, as an illustration and proof of the potency and use- 


fulness of our annual] conventions, I wish to say that the 
work accomplished here is mainly due to the inspiration, if I 


- may use the word, or the enthusiasm, diffused at last year's 


convention. While at Albany, and listening to the earnest 
words of our noble workers, and especially to the thoughtful 
address of our president, I was convinced of the importance 
of doing some activ missionary work in my own town. I 
came home determined to start an organization. however 
smaill,-in Hempstead, that should tend to popularize religious 
free thought and Secular principles. I was the only person 
jn the village who dared publicly express an opinion against 


ular propagandism. The people were extremely orthodox. 
There had never been a Freethought lec ure or address heard 
in our village; but two or three Liberal papers came to our 
post-office; Freethinkers and Infidels were regarded as pure 
¿p cimens of total depravity. But, living within a radius of 
ten miles; I knew there were six or eight outspoken Free. 
thinkers three of whom were also at the convention—but we 
were nnacqnainted at the time. To these I wrote, requesting 
them to aid me in starting an organization. I found them 
ready, and even anxious, only waiting for a leader. After 
due consi.lerition. we decided to orgavize temporarily as a 
“ Progressiv Reading Club,” the objects being ‘ intellectual 


` and soc.al improvement." The temporary organization was 


effected. and meetings appointed every Sunday afternoon at 
my resilence. Scientific works were read and discussed; 
original essays written and read before the Club; selections 
from the Rig-Veda. Path of Virtue,and other so-called sacred 
hooks were read, and the thoughts of these ancient people 
compared with those of the Bible writers, the objects being 
10 awaken thought and lead the minds in the right direction. 
These meetings were continued all winter, and attracted 
considerable attention. Reports of each meeting were pub- 
Lanea the local papers, and the people were favorably im- 
pressed. - . 

: Ou June 7th we reorganized as a Freethonght association, 
our object being. as expressed in the constitution, ‘to dis- 
seminate scientific knowledge, increase religious free 
thought, and to work for the promulgation of Secular princi- 
plex.” Officers were elected as follows: President, C. F. 
PeMott; vice-presidents, Robert B. Jackson, Elisha Hyatt; 
secretary, H. H. Geer; treasurer, Franklin H. Mollineoux. 


_A vigilance committee was appointed, consisting of the 


president, first vice-president, secretary, and two members. 
‘To this committee all applications for membership must be 
referred. Nine members at once signed the constitution and 
bv-laws. Of course, some of our young friends who had met 
with us as a ''Progressiv Reading Club” were so badly 
frightened at the word “Freethought” that they hav not yet 


We survived, however, and shall move onward to a glorious 
victory. ; 


organize in every township and election district—organize 
though there be but three or four good, earnest men or 
women. Be constructiv as well as destructiv; teach men, 
women, and children how to think; teach astronomy, 
geology, history, physiology. Open a reading-room where 
all can come and.:learn what the word Freethonght means. 
United, organized effort will command attention and respect 
that individual. spasmodic movements will not. Organize 
on the simple basis of Freethought; tell the people that they 
may believe in'all the gods they please, in all the heavens 
they please, in all the ghosts they please, but if they believe 
in free thought, free investigation, free discussion (and who 
does not?), they should be with you as members of your 
society; and you will be surprised to find how many will 
come. 
whether any new members come or not; many will wait 
just to see whether you mean business or not. and when they 
find vou do they will admire your courage and persistence, 
they will come to: your support and sustain vou in the noble 
work. Do not say, “Oh, my business will suffer ; the church 
people will refuse to patronize me.” "There is nothing more 
false than this. I know from experience that the church 
people will admire vou for your courage and candor; they 
will patronize vou the more for being faithful to your honest 
convictions. The great majority of the church people are 
rea'ly in sympathy with you and will secretly admire and 
welcome you as one who opens the prison door and lets in 
the glorious sunlight. I know this is so, not alone in Hemp- 
stead, but in every town and village throughout the land. 
Organize,then, wherever three orfour Freethinkers can meet 
once a week, and’ you will find hundreds in sympathy with 
you; the clouds will giv place to beautiful sunlight, and the 


eLiberalism in their county. Wherever there are one or more 


And now let me say to my fellow-Freethinkers, Organize— 


After you organize, stick to it month after month, 


sneers and frowns will turn to smiles and words of praise. 
Fraternally vours, . C. F. DeMorrt. 
Hempstead, Sept. 15, 1886. 


TO THE FREETHINKERS OF NEW YORK STATE. 


Organization is absolutely essential to the success of the 
Liberal cause. The church realizes the power which social 


and educational facilities insure.' Thousands indifferent to 


her creed yield her allegiance for the sake of the social ad- 
vantages she affords. If all Liberals should avow their con- 
victions, all would be greatly encouraged, for it would be at 
once apparent that in numbers and influence they equal any 
of the Christian denominations. 

Realizing these truths, the New York Freethinkers’ Asso- 
ciation, at their recent convention, held at White Sulphur 
Springs, Saratoga, N. Y., marked out a course of procedure 
which, if energetically followed, cannot fail to insure 
success to the cause. 

To awake a spirit of enthusiasm, the Executiv Committee 
were directed ta select some able and devoted Liberal in 
each county as vice president, such & person to select two 
associates, and the three will constitute the county com- 
mittee and hav general supervision of the work in their own 
county. They are requested. to seek out and report to the 
secretary of the Association the names of those favorable to 


Liberals in a town or school district, such persons should be 
visited or corresponded with and be supplied with papers, 
leafiets, and Liberal literature for gratuitons distribution. 
They should ‘be encouraged to nee every endeavor to obtain 
subscribers to our Liberal papers and magazines, and as 
soon as interest is awakened the Executiv Committee will 
send to such neighborhood the most suitable lecturer and 
organizer they can find. ; 

The Executiv Committee will supply the county com- 
mittees with leaflets and documents containing concise 
arguments and the evidence in regard to Christianity and 
Liberalism in its constructiv character, written in a spirit of 
love and candor that. will, they hope, awake to thought with- 
out arousing prejudice. The Executiv Committee will pre- 
pare pamphlets, leaflets, hints. and suggestions, showing how 
to form local Secular societies, how to conduct meetings, 
how to carry on science schools on Sundays without profes- 
sionalteachers. The Executiv Committee will also prepare 
by-laws showing the duties of' officers, committees, etc. 

This work will, of course, require the codperation and 
more solid organization and support of all the Liberals of the 
state, We ask you. therefore, to join the Association and 
support it by work in your neighborhood, and by a contri- 
bution to the treasury to secure these results. The member- 
ship fee for one year is only twenty-five cents, payable in 
advance,and we urge you to at once renew your member- 
ship or become a member. Finally, in order to supply the 
means to send an organizer into such places as need his 
services, it was yoted by the Association to ask every Liberal 
in the state for.a donation of at least one dollar. This dona- 
tion will also constitute the donor a member. 

All money received, and all expenditures, to whom paid, 


After preliminary business and appointing com- 


mittees, the meeting adjourned until Saturday even- 
ing, when the various committees reported and the 
real work of the convention began. 


The committee on resolutions brought in the fol- 


lowing report: 


Wanznzas, The Canadian Secular Union having encoun- 


tered grave obstacles in the organization of local Secular so- 
cieties in the smaller cities and towns, and having also had 
some difficulty in finding sufficient local talent to continue in 
activ existence many local or branch societies that hav 
already been organized; be it 


Resolved, That strenuous efforts be made by our central 


executiv to bring into membership in our oreanization every 
Freethinker and Secularist living in Canad). believing that 
our forces will thus become consolidated, and that our policy 
in the past of expending our energies in the formation of 
branch societies be made a secondary consideration; that the 
central executiv be requested to frame an appeal to all Free- 
thinkers requesting their personal coóperation and support 
in furthering the cause in Canada. ~ 


This resolution was unanimously adopted, as was 


also the following: 


Believing that a large executiv committre is a source of 


weakness rather than of strength, therefore be it 


Resolved, That the Canadian Secular Uniou recommend to 


all its branch societies to appoint not to exceed five of its 
members to act on its executiv committee, and that when 
electing them they appoint men in whom they can repose the 
utmost confidence, and delegate to them full power to trans- 
act all the business details of the branch. 


These are among the most important measures 


passed at the convention, and there is no doubt that 
upon their being successfully carried out depends 
greatly the future success of our organization. 


On Sunday morning the election of officers took 


place, with the following result: President, Wm. Algie ; 
secretary, J. A. Risser; corresponding secretary, J. 
Harrison; treasurer, A. Earsman— who, with Messrs. 
Littlehales and Maddox, of Hamilton, and Strange, 
Hicks, Piddington, Joplin, and Armstrong, of Toronto, 
will form the central executiv for the coming year. 


Mr. Burnham was present at the Saturday even- 


ing and Sunday morning sessions, and rendered 
valuable assistance. 
lectured to a large audience; subject, “ Nature's Re- 
ply to Her Critics.” It was a grand lecture, and 


In the evening (Sunday) he 


listened to throughout with marked attention. At 
the conclusion of the lecture President Alyie, in dis- 
missing the sudience, made a stirring appeal for 
further support from all who felt an interest in the 
cause, and in the continuance of the Sunday lectures, 
which had the effect of bringing in several new sub- 
scribors. This was the final meeting of the conven- 
tion. and after winding up business matters the 
meeting adjourned until next year, subject to the 
eall of the committee. . 

So ended the Canadian convention of 1886, and in 
many respects, ineluding financially, it may be said 
to hav been fairly successful. It was expected that 
Mr. Watts would be present, but his engagements 1n 
the States prevented his being with us. It is quite 
probable, however, that he will be here again before 
the season closes. : 

Mr. Burnham was induced to remain with us for 
two weeks after the convention. He lectured last Sun- 
day evening to a large audience, and will complete 
his engagement next Sunday, after which we expect 
an interregne of a few weeks in the lecture work. In 
the mean time the committee are making every effort 
to carry out the orders of the convention with a view 
to keeping lecturers in the field continually through 
the season. : Kanvock. 

. Toronto, Sept. 24, 1886. 


D 
In the face of the recent disaster at Charleston the editor 
of the Advocate comes up smiling and remarks that '' God is 
a very present help in time of trouble.” There should be 
some one in the. Advocate office to gently jerk the gong when 
these ancient chestnuts are fired off by the editor. . 
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Communications. 


Jefferson Not the Author of the Declaration of 
Independence. 


If Thomas Jefferson had died three years earlier 
than he did, there would hav been no positiv asser- 
tion in any of his writings that he composed the 
Declaration of Independence. From the time of its 
adoption until 1823, a period of forty-seven years, 
he studiously and artfully evaded the claim of its 
authorship. But at last, in his eighty-first year, he 
gaid, “I consented—I wrote it;" and again, two years 


later, he said, once that he wrote it, and once that he. 


drafted it. 

Jefferson’s “ Summary Views,” written in August, 
1774, is a document three times longer than the Dec- 
laration of Independence. It contains all the griev- 
ances of the colonies. These may also be found in 
numerous documents of the time. The complaints 
were stereotyped. and could be recited by almost 
everybody. There was little material in most of 
them for a display of eloquence, and it is a curious 
fact that in one paragraph of the Declaration of In- 
dependence there are eleven of these complaints 
which agree almost verbatim and consecutivly with 
the same number of complaints consecutivly in a 
paper drafted by John Dickinson a year before, 
and another paper drafted by Jefferson a month 
later, in 1775. The verbal coincidence of these eleven 
complaints is remarkable, to wit:. 


jT —— — — —— vee 44 
Words in common to the three papers.................. eese 26 
This unanimity, which was almost unavoidable, 
disposes of the argument presented by ‘ Holt,” who 
has taken great pains to copy a portion of Jefferson’s 
“Summary View” for the purpose of showing that 
some of it agrees with the Declaration of Independ- 
ence. : 

The “Summary View” is the best specimen of 
Jefferson's composition either before or after 1776, 
and there are a few passages in it that may be called 
eloquent. But if the reader will turn to page 236 of 
* Junius Unmasked,” he will see how Jefferson, in the 
best of his literary essays, to wit, this same “Sum- 
mary View," violates all the rules of rhetoric. The 
fact is, he was not a rhetorician, and flights of 
eloquence in his compositions are as rare as billows 
ona millpond. Hence it is that the finest orator 
and rhetorician of our time is constrained to say in 

‘regard to the Declaration of Independence: 

Certain it is that Jefferson could not hav written anything 
so manly, so striking, so comprehensiv, so clear, so convinc- 
ing, so faultless in rhetoric and rhythm. 

The eloquent and impressiv passages of the Dec- 
laration are’ unmistakably in the style of Paine. 

: “Decency” and “respect” were favorit words of 

Paine and of Junius. Look now at the consecutiv 

occurrence of these two words in the first letter of 
Junius and the first paragraph of the Declaration: 

JUNIUS. l 

Let us enter into it with 

candor and decency. Respeċt 


is due to the station of min- 
isters, etc. : 


DECLARATION. 

A decent respect to the 
opinions of mankind re- 
quires that they should de- 
clare the causes, etc. 

But I will not repeat the many evidences of Paine’s 

authorship. If the reader is not satisfied with what 
I presented in Tur Trors Szexer of July 31st, let 
him examin the proofs in * Junius Unmasked." 
. The. New York World lately printed an interview 
with a descendant of William Cobbett in reference 
to the disposition of Thomas Paine’s bones. Most 
of the information obtained was incorrect. The 
bones were dug up by Cobbett in 1819 and trans- 
- ported by him to England, with the avowed in- 
tention of having a funeral there worthy of the re- 
mains to be reinterred. But the proper time did not 
come. The bones passed to Cobbett's son in 1835. 
Soon afterward they became the subject of litigation ; 
but the chancellor decided that they were not 
property, and so young Cobbett was allowed to re- 
tain them. But they were held by a receiver for 
many years, and at last, in 1846, he gave them to an 
old friend of Cobbett senior, for the purpose of ful- 
filling his wishes. How long that. person retained 
them I do not know, but in February, 1875, I wrote 
to Mr. M. D. Conway, in London, to find out where 
the bones then were. He answered: 

We seem not to get along, I regret to say, in the matter of 
Thomas Paine's bones, owing to the determined silence of 
the man—one Ainslie, a Unitarian preacher—to whom they 
were last traced. 

"My object: then was, if possible, to hav the bones 
returned to New Rochelle, and there placed in a 
mausoleum. I still hope for such a disposal of the 
remains—not a reinterment, but an inclosure of the 
well-preserved skeleton in a glass case for a shrine. 

. For it was the secret work of Thomas Paine, 


seconded and supported by Benjamin Franklin, that ! 


began and carried through to a successful termina- 
tion the American Revolution. In other words, 
Paine and Franklin made this nation 


W. H. Borr. 


Spirit Photography. 


To rue Eprror or Tux TavrH Serxer, Sir: Hav- 
ing no connection with Mr. Keeler; the medium for 
spirit-photography, except as an investigator, I de- 
sired the appointment of a committee to prove, by 
scientific methods, its genuinness, under such test 
conditions “as could leave no possible chance for 
deception.” ` : 
. The appointment was made, and after considerable 
delay, partly occasioned by Mr. Keeler's absence from 
the city and partly owing to his suspicions of Mr. 
Parkhurst's good faith, and Mr. Parkhurst's suspi- 
cions of Mr. Keeler's honesty, meetings were held for 
purposes of experimentation, the results of which were 
to be published in Tur Truru SrEkEn, without (as I 
had urged and hoped) comment on the part of the 
committee other than would be necessary to show 
the precautions taken to secure genuin spirit pict- 
ures, that thus the reader might be able to reach a 
just conclusion unaided, and the opportunity for the 
ventilation of opinions and misreprésentation of facts 
be avoided. ` & 

Your committee having chosen a different course, 
I am under the necessity—in justice to Mr. Keeler; as 
well as myself, and the truth of Spiritualism—to 


‘point out some of the most glaring inconsistencies 


and evidences of insincerity with which the report 
abounds, and which are most painfully apparent to 
me as an eye-witness, familiar with almost all the 
details. 

To do this somewhat thoroughly, has required 
much more time and labor than I anticipated, I having 
felt it necessary to obtain the opinions of photog- 
raphers, which could only be done during my leisure 
hours from business. . po 

All will agree with the committee in the statement 
that “the phenomena, if genuin, could be easily es- 
tablished by incontrovertible tests." 

The committee did not, by their own admissions, 
apply such tests, notwithstanding the challenge dis- 
tinctly provided for their doing so and my reply to 
Mr. Parkhurst’s criticism of the challenge specially 
enjoined it upon them, by saying, ‘‘ Certainly no test 
will be good for anything which leaves a possible 
chance for deception.” It was their duty to guard 
all avenues to fraud—to leave neither front nor back 
doors open. n 

To their report in detail I 
lowing objections: 

1. To the declaration that the challenge * was ex- 
plained so as to make it available in Taz Truru 
Szexer of April 17th,” unless it was liable to be con- 
strued as a money-making scheme for the committee, 
without an explanation. i 

2. To the declaration that “the committee was im- 
mediately appointed and accepted,” not having been 
notified of the fact until May 11th following. 

3. To the declaration that “the committee wished 
to aid the spirits in either making an impression 
upon a photographic plate, or establishing the verity 
of the results,” the intended sarcasm losing its force 
in the effort to detect fraud by turning the plate 
when putting it in the holder with the transparency, 
when pictures Nos. 7 and 9 were obtained. 

4. To the alhision to Mr. Keeler's letter to me of 
June 11th, it having been agreed between Mr. Park- 
hurst and myself that no allusion to it should be 
made, owing to Mr. Keeler's withdrawal of all con- 
ditions therein named, of which fact Mr. Parkhurst 
had been personally notified by me before the sessions 
began. 

5. To the representation that Mr. Keeler had 
“around him such friends as he chose to invite,” be- 
cause it conveys the idea of many, when, in fact, Mr. 
Keeler had invited none. . Only such Spiritualists 
were present as I had invited. At the first session, 
one; at the second, two; and at the third, three, tw 
of whom were not “friends of: Mr. Keeler’s.” i 

:6. To all statements of conversations between Mr. 
Parkburst and myself days and weeks previous to 
the sessions, because, as published, they convey 
wrong impressions to the mind of the reader. 

7.-To the reason given for “deciding to giv every 
opportunity for the production of negativs, whether 
by genuin or fraudulent means,” as such a course 
was directly contrary to the express provisions of the 
challenge, and I was not notified of such decision so 
expressed. ` 

8. To the reference to Mr. Keeler’s “ manifest re- 
Iuctance (o enter upon the investigation," because it 
is equivalent to charging him with fear of being de- 
tected in fraud, and obliges me to state the true rea- 
son, which was the conscious knowledge with which 
Mr. Keeler seemed possessed, that Mr. Parkhurst 
would not do him justice under any circumstances. 


therefore make the fol- 


Also because it implies that at the preceding ses- 


sions, Mr. Keeler failed *to cheerfully and unhes- 
itatingly comply” with conditions, or would hav 
done so, had any been proposed. . 

9. To the statement that the second meeting was 
restricted to two members “in accordance with con- 
ditions imposed by Mr. Keeler,” because, if the con- 
ditions named in the letter are those referred to, they 
had been withdrawn. 5 : : 

10. To the statement that “the committee were 


not invited to impose, and did not, any test con- 
ditions” at this session, as they evidently did not de-. 
sire, and probably were not prepared, to do so. . 

11. To the statement “that it was not the object 
to detect jugglers’ tricks in a process allowing so 


much room for legerdemain,” its insincerity being ^ 


made manifest by Mr. Parkhurst twice turning. a 


plate several times, in order (as he himself declares) to. . 
‘cause the alleged previously printed face to appear ` 


inverted. Also because, had Mr. Parkhurst placed- 
the original package of plates I had purchased for 


the occasion (and brought with me and offered him) “ : j 
a 


in the possession and charge of Dr. Leigh—the only ` 
other member of the committee present at this the 


most important session—instead of telling us that 


“he did not care about the plates now, as he Wad his 
tests and intended to rely entirely upon them," 
there would hav been absolutely no room for the 
practice of legerdemain, nor any opportunity for the 
committee to refer to an “ open back door.” E 
12. To the declaration that the explanation made 
to me was sufficient to explain the reason for the ap- 


pearance of the additional face produced at the first 


session, and that it also applied and accounted for 
those appearing at the second 'session, because no 
proof is offered, and Mr. Parkhurst fails to state 
what that reason was, in connection with the remark 
itself, leaving the reader to infer that with such 
reason I must hav been satisfied. : 


18. To.the comparison of expedition with which 
pictures are taken in an ordinary photographie gal- 
lery, because creating the impression that Mr. Keeler 
required time to perform his feats of legerdemain, 
when the facts are, the time was taken up in examin- 
ing and discussing the results. 4 

14. To the statement that “we had been invited 
to léave the room, to see if they could not be more 
successful,” because, without explanation, the reader 
will infer the committee went out of the room, which 
is not correct, nor was it intended. 

15. To the statement that “every one of the 
twenty-five negativs taken during the three sessions 
could evidently hav been produced under, similar ` 
conditions by members of the committee,” because it 
is an empty boast. l 3 

16. To the statement: “The total number of . 
successful negaiivs under complete test conditions, 
0," as it implies that efforts made to get pictures 
under “complete test conditions” resulted in failures 
because of such conditions, which is not true, un- 
less pictures 3, 7, and 9 be regarded as having. 
been obtained under “complete test conditions.” 
None of the failures occurred under any more “com- | 
plete test conditions" than the successes. 

17. To the statement that the negativ submitted 
for inspection which showed the slide partially . 
drawn had a spirit face, “which was manifestly 
printed by the simultaneous process,” because the 
picture itself. “manifestly” contradicts it, for the 
reason that the dress of the spirit, buttoning much 
below the waist, is “manifestly” behind the chair- 
back, and the end of the lace or lawn tie of an over- 
dress is " manifeetly" partly in front of the sit- 
ter's right shoulder. p 

18. To the statement that “the extraneous face 
wholly of plus deposit, indicating previous printing, 
! . was too vague to show whether it was inter- 
cepted by the handkerchief or not," because other 
expert photographers to whom I hav shown this 
plate do not concur in the statement that it is “too 
vague to show,” but on. the contrary, say it does 
very distinctly show that “it is intercepted by the: 
handkerchief,” the same being the proof against pre- 
vious printing, which is the charge brought against 


t 


the genuinness of all the pictures taken at this. 


session. . 

19. To the positiv statement that “in the five op- 
portunities for spirits to manifest themselvs under 
complete test, conditions, there was nothing upon the 
plate additional to the sitter," for the reason that, as 
before stated, none of the plates were exposed under 
“complete test conditions.” Also for the reason 
that, had any extraneous faces appeared, the same 
objection to their genuinness could hav been urged 
(and no doubt would hav been) with as much pro- 
priety as it is urged against the genuinness of those 
appearing, when Mr. Parkhurst tried so hard, but 
unsuccessfully, to detect fraud, namely: The com- 
mittee did not keep the plates in their possession all 
the time and, therefore, could not know they had 
not been tampered with. : 

It is certainly remarkapie how positiv the com- 
mittee can be of the fairness of the results when no 
extraneous faces appear, and yet declare with equal pos- 
itivness to evidences of fraud when they do; the 
completeness of the tests in each case being the 


same, and the session under their management. - 


20. To the glaring omission to notice, when allud- 
ing to the cane picture, the remarkable fact, that, 
where the cane crosses the neck and drapery of the 
spirit form, covering the space between the left 
shoulder of the sitter and the center of the chin of 
the spirit’s face, it is not obscured in the least, whilst 
making the statement that “it is partially obscured 
in passing across the face." It is not correct to say ` 


r 
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" the cane.crosses directly over a spirit face evidently 
produced in the camera.” 

The more correct statement is this: So much of a 
genuin spirit was photographed as the head, face, 
neck, and right and left shoulder. - Her neck was so 
stretched forward as to advance her face beyond a 
point which, had she not been a spirit, it could not 

. hav passed, because of the cane in the way. . 

Having reached beyond that point, her picture was 
photographed with this result: Her darkly-shaded 
right shoulder, and the light and dark folds of her 
‘spirit drapery, being behind the cane, were obscured 
by the cane, but so much of the face, head, and spirit 
drapery as had been advanced in front of the ‘cane, 

“were not obscured by it. 
left eyebrow, and front hair, and vaguely, the spirit 
drapery, etc., above it, even to the end of the care, 
show as if through, or on, or over, the cane, and very 
properly so. 

This picture and the one with the slide partially 

. drawn (and which I challenge any.member of the 
committee to duplicate) completely upset Mr. Park- 
hurst’s and the committee's theory of both previous 
and simultaneous printing. 


The reader will please observe that neither of these |. 


pictures was taken in the presence of the committee. 
The “cane picture" was ' unexpectedly sprung upon 
Mr. Keeler by myself, as a test, before the sessions 
. “commenced, and the “slide picture" the morning of 

the day following the last session; a gentleman hap- 
. pening to drop in for the purpose of getting a picture, 

the opportunity was embraced to try the experiment. 

As, however, Mr. Parkhurst so utterly failed to 
catch Mr. Keeler in fraud, he was driven to the 
expedient of pretending to determin by the negativs 
themselvs the cause of the existence of extraneous 
faces upon them. He could not, therefore, consist- 
ently refuse to pass upon these, and he having done 
80, it is legitimate for me to make use of them to show 
the insufficiency of this last resort to disprove the 
genuinness of spirit-photography. 

They are both complete refutations of the “ simul- 
taneous process,” and bear none of the marks he 
alludes to of “ previous printing." 

The declaration that “genuin results would follow 
some rule," when referring to the lighting of spirit 
faces, "sometimes corresponding to the sitter's face 
and sometimes not,” is a fair presumption, but it was 
hardly to be expected that the committee would be 
able to determin the rule in so short a time. 

But the declaration that “ no two original negativs 
can be alike” is simply ridiculous. Also the reason 

_ given, as follows: “ As it is too much trouble to pre- 
pare transparencies to use them but once,” therefore, 
“if some of the spirit faces could be published and 
widely circulated, perhaps the duplicates could be 
found,” proves nothing except the crude ideas the 
committee seem to entertain of the powers of spirits; 
implying a belief on the part of the committee that, 
if spirits could manifest in this manner at all, they 

.eould only do it once, and for only one person—a 
very stupid belief. : 

Neither does the objection to trying the stereoscope 
appear Clearly. 
Keeler had had a month’s trial [which, by the way, is 
also an error], and in that time he might just as easily 
produce a stereoscopic picture as other kinds.” 

But he had been taking the other kinds several 
years! Wouldn’t Mr. Parkhurst hav had a much 
better chance to detect the alleged fraud with the 
stereoscope? On the other hand, if it was not fraud 
he was seeking, why would not stereoscopic pictures 
hav been just as valuable to demonstrate the truth of 
spirit-photography, although Mr. Keeler had only a 
month’s practice in getting them? RE: 
` The statement Mr. Parkhurst makes as follows, 
“T developed the plate myself, carefully searching 
before the. development for a positiv in the plate- 
holder, givs the whole thing “dead away.” Why 
search for a positiv or transparency in the plate- 
holder when all the pictures obtained at this session 
are said to hav been produced by previous printing, 
for the reason “that it was much the safer method?" 
The handkerchief picture had been obtained before 
‘this, and Mr. Parkhurst had examined the negativ. 


The extraneous face of plus deposit on the hand- J. 


kerchief surely did not need, to the skilled photog- 
rapher, such additional evidence in corroboration as 
the searching of the plate-holder for a transparency. 

Isit not rather evident by this admission that at 
this stage of the proceedings he really did not know 

. how the pictures were being produced ? 

Persons who bear tesinony against the truth, be- 
cause of a wilful desire to hav.it otherwise, are often 
liable to entrap themselvs. 

The statement in reference to the picture with the 
‘hand on the head, the hand being in “an ungraceful 
position,” is also singularly at variance with the 
opinions of at least ninety-nine per cent of other 
critics. And why “the whole value of the test con- 
sisted in the production of the result without any 
opportunity for previous preparation” when the 
committee chose to rely “ entirely upon an examina- 
tion of the negativs,” is not very clear to ordinary 
comprehension, whether the hand occupied a graceful 
or. an ungraceful position. , 


The mouth, left nostril, | 


The reason given is that “Mr. 


The reader should know that the negativ noticed 
by the report as bearing entirely different character- 
isties, and which * forcibly suggests the considera- 
tion that à genuin spirit form would be almost cer- 
tain to hav these same decisiv characteristics separat- 
ing it absolutely from the characteristics of plus and 
minus printing already described,” was taken—as I 
am informed, on good authority—in a dark room, 
at a so-called materialization, and therefore under 
very different conditions. "Thus, be it observed that, 
while denying the possibility of spirit-photography 
(which is the apparent intention of the report), the 
committee nevertheless attempt to describe the char- 
acteristics a genuin spirit-picture should possess. 

As well swear to the genuinness of a signature 
they never saw written. 

_Now, Mr. Editor, my “reply to the challenge criti- 
cism” was made “available” by me to qualify the class 
of persons I desired to convince of the genuinness of 
spirit-photography, to wit, “reasonably skeptical 
persons,” not such as would rely * mainly upon ex- 
amination of the negativs themselvs for internal evi- 
dence as to their’ origin," not knowing what that evi- 
dence should be. NE 
The committee hav attempted to pass judgment 
upon the negativs as experts. As regards the value 
of “expert” testimony, your readers will, no doubt, 
pardon me for narrating the following testimony of 
Mr. Grinnell, à prominent lawyer of Chicago: 

The expert witness belongs to a class apart. Although 
he.is sworn to tell the truth, and nothing but the truth, 
he is usually paid by the side that calls him, and his 
testimony takes the bias of that side. He givs his 
opinion upon scientific matters that the jury is supposed 
to be unable to comprehend without it.” Our experi- 
ence is, it is remarkably easy to get just as many opinions 
on one side as on the other, if the money holds out. I do 
not mean such witnesses are corrupt.or perjurers—far from it. 
Scientific and learned men will do simply what all lawyers do 
—support to the best of their ability the side that retains 
them. Opinions on hand-writing are the most fallacious in the 
world, and yet we are constantly calling witnesses to giv opin- 
ions onit. A very striking instance of this occurred some 
years ago in New York city. John J. Cisco, for many years 
sub-treasurer of the United States, a man of the highest char- 
acter, testified very positivly to. the signature to a check. A 
large sum of money was depending, and Mr. Cisco’s evidence 
was very damaging to the other side. Judge Pierrepont, 
afterwards Grant's minister to England, cross-examined him, 
and failed to shake his opinion. Pierrepont had the check in 
his hand, and carelessly dropped it into his hat on the table, 
and examined the witness for a moment on some other mat- 
ter. Then, apparently taking the check from his hat again, 
he presented it to the witness, and made him giv the grounds 
of his opinion, examining the check more closely than ever. 
Cisco maintained still more positivly that the check was 
signed by the defendant. “ Then,” said the counsel, turning 
to his hat, and producing another check, ‘‘who was this 
signed by?" It was the original check. The one that Pierre- 
pont had cross-examined on was a deft counterfeit, written 
at the table they were at, by a clerk, during the examination. 
Needless to say, Mr. Cisco was overwhelmed with mortifica- 
tion, and his testimony rendered valueless. 


Now, Mr. Editor, Mr. Parkhurst had declared to 
me in advance that even though one of his own 
relativs appeared upon a plate that he could recog- 
nize, *he would not believe, unless it proved to be à 
particular one." | Also, when expostulating with him 
for pursuing truth with a club, he replied that “he 
did not intend to let the boost my challenge had 
given Spiritualism stand any longer than he could 
help." If, therefore, as Mr. Grinnell declares, 
* scientific and learned men will do simply what all 
lawyers do—support to the best of their ability the 
side that retains them,” such remarks, indicating 
strong prejudice, calculated to bias the mind of the 
experts (?), in this case, would cause them to do 
the same. And if it is so easy to be mistaken as to 
the genuinness of a signature with which the ex- 
pert was perfectly familiar, how presumptuous the 
testimony of your committee, biased as their minds 
are proven to be by their report itself, upon the sub- 
ject under consideration! Its audacity is also sur- 
prising in view of the fact that I hav in my posses- 
sion the pictures and’ negativs which disprove their 
assertions. 

I believe it will be seen, by reading their report and 
this reply to it, that their verdict is, * The whole ex- 
periment a failure because of fraud.” As they weie 
particularly requested to prevent all opportunities 
for fraud, who is responsible for failure, if such it is, 
even from their point of view? i ; 

It would also appear that their decision was made 
beforehand, and they purposely permitted an open- 
ing for fraud, so that in case it was a success they 
would not be compelled to admit it.  . 

The report is signed by Prof. H. M. Parkhurst, 
secretary; Drs. E. B. Foote, Jr., and Edwin Leigh, 
and M». O. G. Mason. 

Of these gentlemen Professor Parkhurst and Dr. 
Leigh were present at two sessions; Dr. Foote and 
Mr. Mason at but one, at neither of which Mr. Park- 
hurst's tests were applied. 

They all signed the report of things that occurred 
while some of them were absent. 

* Hearsay evidence" is not admitted in law. 

Greenpoint, N. Y., Sept. 5, 1886. R. M. Bozrssox. 
— eoe ; 


Every human being is a brother or sister to us, 


and every effort we make to increase their happiness 
augments our own.—). M. Bennett. 


A True Estimate of the Bible. 

-. I brand the Bible as a gigantic fraud from begin- 
ning to end, not saying, however, that there were no 
such places, and many such actors and acts, as therein 
mentioned, but that tradition, superstition, imagina- 
tion, vanity, Jewish egotism, etc., hav magnified the 
mole-hill into a mountain, upon which credulity has 
reared its castle, and fortified itself against the attack 
of reason. 

I can see the poet, the novelist, the caricaturist, in 
the background of this “ holy word,” but I fail to see 
the molding, fashioning hand of the conscientious his- 
torian or moralist, or the “finger” of an almighty, 
all-merciful God. 

I can see the trio join hands in the garden of 
Eden, part company amid the confusion at the tower 
of Babel, meet again at the door of Abraham’s tent, ' 
and the poet tarry with Abraham while the other two 
journey an to the poet's doomed city, Sodom. I 
can see them singly, and by twos and threes, alter- 
nately appearing and disappearing all through the. 
“blessed Bible,” while superstition flaunts her blood- 
stained flag in the face of reason, and credulity claps 
her hands and sings praises to the God of the 
Jews. f 

The poet, in imagination, soars among the stars in 
heaven’s blue dome, or penetrates the earth’s center, 
bringing to light the hidden things thereof. He adds 
luster to the colors of the rainbow; paints in silvery 
folds the waves of the sea; scales the highest mount- 
ains; clothes their ragged, barren peaks with verd- 
ure and beauty, and sinks to the fiery depths of the 
volcano, uttering the shrieks and heart-rending 
groans of the Bibles damned. The poet generally 
keeps in view the “eternal fitness of things,” and givs 
to the good and pure the exalted, dazzling thrones 
of joy and bliss among the glittering stars, while he 
consigns the obnoxious, gross, impure, detestable 
things of land and sea to the eruptiv volcanic depths, 
beside which Vesuvius is but a mere bubble. 

He leads us along the gilded pathway of life, or 
journeys with us to the gloomy, silent tomb. ; 

He sees that beauty, joy, and happiness abound .. 
under certain conditions; also that misery, sorrow, 
and woe prevail under opposit conditions. What- 
ever tends to increase, or simply perpetuate, the 
former he extols, and that which produces the latter 
he condemns. : 

The good (often purely imaginary) in the poet’s 
idol is always described in glowing terms. The evil 
produced by it is rarely discerned by him, and even 
then is sometimes excused, or else screened alto- 
gether. A David may be the poet's theme. If so, 
there are none to be compared to him. He sees only 
the good and not the evil of David’s nature. A 
Goliath, defending his country and people, may 
attract the poet's attention. If so, there are none so 
tall, so bold, and so warlike as he, until the half-breed _ 
poet comes upon the scene and describes the 
* stripling " David, with his sling and pebbles, in the 
act of smiting and conquering the giant of fable. 
The contrast in stature, armor, bearing, etc., is too 
great. David must be. made equal, yea, even 
superior, to Goliath, and the imagination again plays 
its part and brings to view another actor—God. 

An Aaron may hav existed in fact; yet if he did ` 
not, imagination could hav supplied an actor and 
called him Aaron. His rod may hav appeared like a 
serpent to King Pharaoh; but if it did not, fable 
could hav given the rod its life and serpent form as 
easily as put language in the serpent's mouth, or giv 
the fox the power of speech to address the ele- 
phant. ] 

There is not the slightest reason to doubt the ex- 
istence of the Jews, or that they hav a history— 
everybody and everything has that—and no doubt 
they warred with and sometimes conquered other 
nations, but there is good reason to doubt that they 
conquered by supreme aid, for there had been people 
of poetic temperament in the land previous to this 
period who saw the evidence of changes having taken 
place by agencies unknown to them, and, having been 
ignorant of the law of gravity, of geology, of astron- 
omy, and science in general, naturally drifted into a 
belief in & supreme ruler, a God of war, who med- 
dled with their commonest affairs, and often turned 
a seeming defeat into the grandest victory. And per- 
haps they had an idea of a “natural standard of 
right,” yet when their self-accusing consciences up- 
braided them on account of wrong-doing, they 
ignored the promptings of this conscience and looked 
past it to their imaginary God and regarded him as 
being the author of their disquietude and unrest. 
Then when engaged in battle and overcome by their 
enemies, they concluded that their God was fighting 
on the other side because of Jewish sins. Such was 
their education that they could see God in the rain- 
bow and in the rain-drop; in the lightning’s flash 
and the thunder's roar; in the luxuriant vegetation; 
in flocks and herds; in famin and pestilence; in the 
earthquake, the avalanche, the: gentle breeze, the 
devastating whirlwind, the rushing of the mighty 
rivers, the babbling of the tiny brooks. In all things, 
great and small, in heaven and earth, was the God of 
the Jews manifest, but no other. W. S. Aurason. 
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A Kindly Warning. 


The Universalists claim that God is too good to 
damn anybody. The Unitarians claim that every- 
body is too good .to be damned. The Evangelicals 
hold that God is not too good to damn a very large 
proportion of the world, and that that proportion is 
in every way worthy of being damned. They be- 
. lieve, with Paul, that “there is none righteous, no, 
not one: "There is none that understandeth, there is 
none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out 
of the way, they are altogether become unprofitable ; 
there is none that doeth good, no, not one. Their 
throat is an open sepulcher; with their tongues they 
hav used deceit; the poison of asps is under their 
lips.” Sin and misery, say the Evangelicals, exist 
under God’s government, and therefore cannot be 
inconsistent with his attributes. 

Nowadays, when a Christian is asked if he believes 
in the everlasting punishment of those who do not 
accept the supernatural character of Christ, he will 
either answer No, or qualify his hell by the revised 
- version, or future probation, or refuse to reply. 
There is no doubt that the majority of Christians 
(civilized Christians, we mean, not the New Jersey 
variety) hav outgrown the horrible doctrin of a hell 
for unbelievers. But this growth in goodness is a 
direct growth from grace, and a falling away from 
the teachings of Christ, who threatened a literal 
damnation for those who disbelieved on him. “He 
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, but he 
that believeth not shall be damned.” “He that be- 
lieveth on the son hath life, and he that believeth not 
the son shall not see life, but the wrath of God 
abideth on him.” . 

Jesus taught a literal hell also in the story of a 
* certain rich man” who died, “and in hell he lifted 
up his eyes, being in torments.” Jesus told the un- 
believing Jews that they were the children of the 
devil—and he ought to be good authority on devils 
and their residences. Again: “ Ye serpents, ye gen- 
eration of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of 
hell?’ In upbraiding the unthankfulness and impen- 
itence of Capernaum, Jesus said, “ And thou, Caper- 
naum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought 
down to hell" Describing the last judgment, Christ 
says of those who did not minister to him, “ And 
these shall go away into everlasting punishment.” 
Of those who blaspheme against the “ Holy Ghost” 
Jesus prophesies that they are “in danger of eternal 
damnation.” 

If Jesus had not believed that there was a literal, 
burning hell, would he hav said these things? Or, 
rather, if those who builded the scheme of salvation 
upon an alleged Christ had not intended to intro- 
duce an eternal prison of torture, would they hav 
written these threats ? 

That Paul accepted the doctrin of hell there is no 
doubt. “If we sin wilfully,” he says, “ after that we 
hav received the knowledge of the truth, there re- 
maineth no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fear- 


ful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation which i 


-shall devour the adversaries.” 


In 2 Peter iii, 7, we 
read again, “ But the heavens and the earth, which 
are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved 
unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition 
of ungodly men.” Paul and Peter certainly taught 
the doctrin of a hell. In Jude, the condition of the 
angels who left their “first estate” is described. 
Them God “hath reserved in everlasting chains, 
under darkness, unto judgment of the great day. 
Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities about 
them, in like manner, giving themselvs over to forni- 
cation, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for 
an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire." 
Evidently Jude was a Presbyterian. St. John, the 
divine, was also an Evangelical. The fearful and the 
unbelieving, he says, together with some others, who, 
from th» description given, must hav been Christians, 
“ shall hav their part in the lake which burneth with 
fire and brimstone; which is the second death." And, 
for the benefit of those Christians who are too kind- 
hearted to believe in hell, St. John adds: * And if 
any man shall take away from the words of the book 
of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of 
the book of life, and out of the holy city." 

It is greatly to the credit of Christians that they 
no longer accept the New Testament on this point. 
Most of them hav long since abandoned the Old Tes- 
tament as a geological text-book, and if they are now 
slowly yielding the New as an infallible guide to the 
other world, let us not cast too many stones at 
them. Asa history, the New Testament is fallacious. 
Written nearly two hundred years after the alleged 
events are said to hav occurred, it is not a matter for 
wonder that inaccuracies are contained therein. The 
wonder is that men can be found who ever believed 
it fully. But if the ‘promises of punishments made 
by Jesus are not true, how can we be sure that the 
promises of rewards are genuin? A more infamous 
doctrin than that of a hell was never conceived; a 
more childish one than that of heaven never amused a 
nursery. However, both doctrins rest upon the same 
authority, and if one goes so must the other. There 
is nothing more distinct in the New Testament than 
the thunders of punishment for unbelievers in Christ. 
Against the doubters of his divine mission Jesus 
hurled his most terrible threats. He was in earnest 
upon that subject ifupon any. And if the New Tes- 
tament is to be believed at all, those Christians who. 


refuse to believe what he said will meet the fate’ 


of the wicked, and be turned into hell along with 
those nations that forget God. It is a fearful pros- 
pect. 


ee ep gg NR ERE: 
The Latest From Rome. 

Some late decrees of Mr. Pecci, pope, are of more 
than passing interest to the people of the United 
States, since it is here that Rome will make her last 
stand among civilized nations. 

It is known to those who follow the sinuous 
machinations of the Romish church that the Jesuits 
form the retrogressiv party within the church. Of 
late years, owing to their outrageous acts, the pope 
has deemed it unwise to countenance them, and they 
hav been partially deprived of power. A curious 
story—but a story by no means surprising—now 
comes from Rome that it is to the Jesuits that Leo 
XIII. owes his recent intestinal disturbance. The 
general belief of the people of Italy is that the 
Jesuits administered poison to the pope, and. that a 
change of his policy toward them was the price paid 
for the medical services that placed him out of danger. 

Be this as it may, the fact remains that the pope 
has changed his policy toward the Jesuits, and to- 


‘ward the rest of the world. Within three days of 
‘the recovery from his illness, the pope issued.a bull 


reéstablishing all the privileges, immunities, excep- 
tions, and indulgences formérly accorded to the 
“Society of Jesus,” and declaring null and void all 
documents which his predecessors hav ever written 
against the order. This bull was quickly followed by 
an order from Cardinal Monaco, of the Holy Inquisi- 
tion, prohibiting all Roman Catholies in Italy from 
taking any part in the elections or polities of the 
country. À few days later a further papal decree 
was issued, prohibiting the judges in all Roman 
Catholic countries from pronouncing sentences of 
divorce, or from putting them into execution. One 
particular sentence in the decree covers a far wider 
ground than the mere question of the unbinding of 
nuptial ties. It runs as follows: “ The judicial func- 
tionaries must refuse obedience to the state, and to 
the laws of the country which are in contradiction 


with Roman Catholic precepts.” 
pope sent out secret circulars to all the bishops, 
ordering them to instruct their priests that no 
Roman Catholic parent should send his child to the 
government or communal schools. 


A few days ago the. 


This last decree, says the writer from Rome who — 


sends this to the New York Zribune, means civil war 
in Italy. The order prohibiting Italian Catholics 
from taking part in the elections or politics of their 
country, says one of the leading Catholic Italian 
journals, is a death-blow to all hopes of a reconcilia- 
tion between church and state, and can but result i in 
disaster to the church. 

This disaster to the political aims of the church no 
patriotic citizen of the United States will regret. 


But what is of more—of the utmost—consequence is. 


the order of the pope to Catholic functionaries to re- 
fuse obedience to: the state and to the laws of the 
country which are in contradiction with Roman 
Catholic precepts. 
of issuing a general order applicable to only a section 
of her spiritual jurisdiction. This was the course 
pursued against the Knights of Labor. The edict 
against secret societies is general, but is applied only 
to Canada in the case of the Knights. Probably we 


The Catholic church has a way 


shall be told that the order of the pope to judicial - 


officers applies only to Italy, and that we in the 
United States are safe. But how shall we know 
that? Was there ever a sincere Catholic who was 
not at heart a traitor to the country in which he livs 
so long as he pays his highest allegiance to the pope? 
A Catholic may be to all outward appearance a good 
and patriotic citizen, but if the contest came be- 
tween his church and his country would he not re- 


main firm to the former and fight against the latter? 


This order of the pope is open rebellion on its face, 
and who knows that Catholic officials will not secretly 
obey it, even in the United States! The church is 
an organization of enormous influence, and the fact 
that the pope feels strong enough to openly assist 
the Jesuits, and defy the Italian government, indicates 
that he has a reserve force to fall back upon. And 


in what other country is he so strong as in the 


United States ? l 
We hav but little hope that, so long as Roman 


Catholics hav votes in New York, so long as the - 


Protestants are content to share with Catholics in the 


spoils from our state treasury, and so long as New 
‘York is the pivotal state in the presidential elec- 


ions, anything will be done to check the colossal 
power of Rome. One of these days there will bea 


civil war between ignorance and education; between . 


faith and freedom; between the public and parochial 
school systems; between Secularism and Catholicism, 
and then the matter will be definitly settled—and 
probably settled in blood. A little common honesty 
on the part of the Protestants would obviate this 
civil war, but it is too much to expect that they will 


show it. 
n i i ______- 


“Infidels in Old Age." 

Under this heading the Christian Advocate of the 
23d ult. attempts to set forth the earthly end of 
“open, positiv unbelievers and opponents of the 
Bibfe!” We cannot conceive where Mr. Buckley got 
the data, from which he reasons, for we would not, 
at this time, accuse him of wilful lying, though we 
once heard a Pennsylvania judge, who knew Mr. 
Buckley intimately when young, say he had the 
reputation of being the most gifted heterophemist of 
the Methodist church. We are charitable enough to 
hope that since then our doctor of divinity has re- 
formed. But where, we ask, did he get his authority 
for saying this of Infidels: 


“Very often, as they grow old, they become desperate 
and almost fiendish in their bitterness. Their conversation be- 


comes blasphemous ; a sardonic expression settles upon their , 


features. A jaundiced state of mind, which rejoices in hear- 
ing evil of Christians and telling it, characterizes them. In 
other cases an almost diggblical ingenuity in perverting 


words of scripture is developed. To perpetrate puns and . 


witticisms upon the most holy things, including the atone- 
ment of our Lord and his dying words, is their delight. 
This was the condition of Le Roy Sunderland’s mind, and 
from his once brilliant, pen came some most fearful and 
blasphemous doggerel. Often they decline in morality, and 
the external conformity to ordinary moral principles on 
which they hav based their professions of genuin morality 
is proved to hav been a ‘ whited sepulcher, or, if it were 
genuin, is renounced. Their associations become low, and 
not a few instances hav been seen of such men becoming 
drunkards and the companions of fools in their old age. 
Having no habits of piety to restrain them, no principles, and 
no religious faith to cheer them as animal spirits giv place to 
exhaustion, lassitude, and pain, and as the future is without 
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& ray of light, and the influence of early religious instruction 


begins to make itself felt, ‘a thousand stings within their 
breasts deprive their souls of ease. In such a case, that 
they should seek oblivion in the use of alcoholic stimulants 
and narcotics is not wonderful.” 

For over a decade our daily companions hay been 
Infidels, but we cannot recollect that the foregoing 
description fits any of them. On the other hand, as 
Infidels grow old in their religion of doing good, 
their character becomes so fixed, their convictions 
so tenacious, that they care less to engage in the 
aggressiv war upon creeds. A young Infidel is en- 
thusiastic, earnest, aggressiv, sometimes rough in his 
onslaught upon Christianity. The aged Infidel is a 
man at peace: with his own mind and with the world. 
He, if anyone, enjoys that “peace which passeth all 
understanding.” The progress of the world satisfies 
him; he sees in evolution the force which, on the 
whole, makes for righteousness, regardless of the 
temporary disappointments. He has an abiding 
faith in humanity, and is content that the world is 
better when he leaves than when he enters it. Death, 
to him, is but a disintegration of atoms, a lying down 
to sleep, perchance to pleasant dreams. There is no 
océasion for him to be jaundiced, * blasphemous,” or 
sardonic. And instead of deteriorating in morality, 
the fact is that those Freethinkers are about the 
* gtraitest-laced " folks we know. Even the cheering 
cigar is condemned as.an immoral agent, and a large 
proportion of Liberals are Prohibitionists. Their 
habits of piety having long since given place to 
habits of common sense, their lives are prolonged; 
having no fear of burning hells and angry Gods, their 
last days are cheerful; as physical strength depart: 
mental calmness and  philosophieal resignation 
ensue, and they meet without complaining the in- 
evitable end decreed by natural law for all living 
organisms. We never knew of an Infidel with a 
thousand stings within his breast that deprived his 
soul of ease, and it is extremely rare that one resorts 
to stimulants and narcotics. At least, this is our 
experience ; and though we hav not lived as many 
years in this world as has the editor of the Advocate, 
we think our acquaintance with Infidels is quite as 
extensiv. 

There are, however, other phases of the Infidel 
character in old age, says the Methodist sermonizer: 


‘(A large number in the aggregate renounce their Infidelity 
and become humble, God-fearing men. Scarcely any great 


revival occurs in any denomination that several such do fiot. 


' appear and become carnest Christians. The Roman Catho- 
lics are constantly receiving such into their communion. 
some of whom had been subject to their influence in child- 
hood, and others hav been brought within their influence by 
domestic and social forces. 

“ We subjoin a letter recently read in the churches of a 
New England town under the following circumstances: The 
Jetter was written by a well-known local Infidel, ‘the best 
read man in that section of the state,’ who had always gloried 
in being called an Infidel, and has been among those who 
most bitterly opposed the church and Christianity—in fact, 
he was their leader for years. He now thinks that he has 
sinned beyond the hope of forgivness, but declares his inten- 
tion of spending his few remaining days in endeavoring to 
counteract the evil influence he.has started.  ~ 

^ The following is the letter, which has been placed in our 
hands by the person who, at the request of the Infidel, read 
it to the public: 


* t My dear friends and neighbors, hear what an old man has to 
say. I hav been considered an Infidel, which I hav not denied. I 
wish here to declare that I am convinced that I hav been fighting 

_against the truth as written in the word of God, 

***T desire now to counteract the evil that I may hav caused. I 
believe for a person to liv and die happily he must believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ as recorded in the scriptures. 

** My advice to all is, Search for the truth, and pray God to 
guide you, Ipray God day and night to hav mercy and forgiv my 
gius, which are many, for Jesus Chrlete sake. I ask the prayers of 
all who hav faith in God.’ 


“ It may be concluded that, with comparativly few excep- 
tions, all such whose days are prolonged will either exhibit 
‘the natural consequences of being ‘ without God and without 
hope in the world’ in depraved lives or in a misanthropic 
and abnormal spirit, or will turn from their unbelief to him 
who hath the words of eternal life.” 

Now, these, we submit, are general statements 
which to be believed need corroborativ testimony. 
We call for names, dates, "places. It won't do to say 
that a certain man in a certain town sent a letter to 
a certain church asking for prayers. One swallow 
does not make a summer, especially when that swal- 
low has been seen only in the mind’s eye. The trail 
of the serpent is too plain in this letter for it to hay 
emanated from a well-read Infidel. The writer hag 
the cant of the prayer-meeting too pat, and the letter 
reads as though written to order. Before we can 
allow that a large number of Infidels renounce their 

rinciples, we must hav proof of some one instance 
of the kind. The misinformation written around this 


alleged letter of an alleged Infidel is not the kind of 


evidence that convinces. 
o 


Law and Love in Kansas. 


E. C. Walker is in sore trouble. On the 19th of 
September he entered into a marriage contract with 
Miss Lillian Harman, daughter of the senior editor 
of Lucifer. Mr. Walker has been previously married, 
but recently procured a divorce. His first wife and 
his children are now living in Melior, Barber county, 
Kansas. The Kansas City Times reports that his 
contract with Lillian Harman was witnessed by, the 
friends of both parties, Mr. Harman himself perform- 
ing such ceremony as was deemed necessary. On 
September 20th E. C. Walker and Lillian Harman 
were complained against by the state of Kansas be- 
cause they “did then and there unlawfully and 
feloniously liv together as man and wife, without be- 
ing or having been married, contrary to the statute 
in such case made and provided, and against the 
peace and dignity of the state;of Kansas.” Bonds 
were fixed at one thousand dollars. - September 22d 
Mr. Walker writes us: — d 

` * CELL 2, THE JAIL, OSKALOOSA, Kan. 

** We were brought here yesterday, having failed to pro- 
cure bail. We succeeded in getting Lillian released, the 
officers being better than the law. I remain till October 
97th. when our preliminary examination comes on. If held, 
which is probable, shall hav to come back if bondsmen can- 
not. be found. We very much need money to meet the ex- 


penses already accumulating, and appeal to the Liberals 
everywhere.” 


Mr. Walker’s address is still at Valley Falls, where 
the Harman family reside. We are informed by 
private correspondence, and by the public press of 
the vicinity, that there are other moral questions in- 
volved in this matter. Mr. Walker’s, Miss Harman's, 
and the ex-Mrs. Walker's private affairs are no busi- 
ness of the public, but if the public i is to be appealed 


to full information should be given. 
— — —9.— — — — 


Editorial Notes. 


Grorce E. MacboNALD, whose contributions to Taz TioTE 
SEEKER are Widely copied and read, is sojourning in Maine. 
called thither by family matters. Some observations made 
on his journey are interesting as records of fact. He says: 
“ Traveling was weary, lonesome business. The tedium 
was somewhat relieved upon entering this state by the nu- 
merousness of persons in an advanced stage of hilarity. 
The first ‘drunk’ I saw was just inside the confines of 
Maine. The last I saw of him he was sound asleep under 
three seats in the smoking-car. Bottles were seen oftcn, and 
were frequently referred to by male passengers. > I counted 
fifteen bottles in one car. A dozen men were half drunk. 
Never saw anything like it.” 


Tue Greek Catholic church is the “ original Jacobs" of 
Christianity. All the early ‘‘ fathers” were Greek Catholics. 
Those ‘‘ fathers” are up in heaven now, and their patient 
souls will be pained when they see the last issue of the Meth- 
odist organ of this city, which says: 

“Tt will go harder with the missionaries in Bulgaria under such 
Christian domination as Russia offers than under: Moslem. : Under 
Ottoman rule *a quasi toleration was a: national policy. .. . 
Order was kept between Christians of different religions by. offi- 
ciale whom cach looked upon as heathens.’ Planting missions in 
Bulgaria haa heen like attempting to erect piers upon the shifting 
sands of the Mississippi river.” 

This is the most unkind cut of all. Abusing a man’s 
grandmother is nothing to it. But the cruelest thing is that 
it is true. Mohammedans hav a keener sense of justice than 
Christians. i 


Since the Hempstead, L. I., Freethought Society has been 
in existence, & local paper, the East Norwich Enterprise, has 
printed several articles written for that paper by the leaders 
of the society. So-called replies to these articles hav also 
been printed. These ‘‘replies” hav been furnished by the 
local clergy. The Suffolk Bulletin, a local contemporary of 
the Hnterprise, thus comments upon the two classes of com- 
munications: ‘‘ There is a. marked difference. in the style 
adopted by the two sides, and the coarse, vituperativ method 
pursued by. the ministers in attacking the Hempstead:society 
is in strong contrast with the calm and philosophical reason- 
ing of the latter. We would like to suggest to the ministers 
who attack this Hempstead society that they will better 
honor the cause they champion by either keeping silent or 
avoiding the use of hard names and vile epithets. These are 
the instruments used by the ignorant, the fanatical, and the 
depraved, and do not become ministers of the gospel of 
Jesus." 


Eprror Monroe of the Jronclad Age-is in a tantrum about 
Shakspere. He says: 

“Since there are people liable to be misled by the crooked work 
of the crazy idiots and unscrupulous scoundrels (for only scoun- 
drels could be guilty of the infamous acts) who, in the hope of ob- 
taining a little cheap notoriety, are from time to time coming to 
the front with startling discoveries, such as ‘Shakspere couldn't 
Write,’ t Evidenče that Bacon Wrote the Poema, ‘A Cipher Run- 
ning Through the Dramas, Proving Conclusivly that Bacon was 
the Author,’ etc., it is meet to inquire what sort of a man this 
Bacon really was.” 


And then the irate editor proceeds to rake up from obso- 
lete biographies all the calumnies that hav been heaped upon 
Bacon, but which hav been completely exploded by the re- 


cent biographers, Messrs. Spedding and Dixon. In charac 
terizing such men as Messrs. Burr and Donnelly as ** crazy 
idiots and unscrupulous scoundrels,” Dr. Monroe ‘seems to 
hav lost his own reason, or had an unusually severe attack 
of dyspepsia. Both gentlemen are certainly his equals in 
scholarship and honesty of purpose. 


A CanEs scholar is sojourning in England, according to 
the papers, and industriously comparing Chinese with Euro- 
pean civilization. In contrasting the treatment of women in . 
the different continents, he divulges the following concern- 
ing the women of China: “From the day of her marriage 
the wife becomes her husband's equal; she can sign all 
documents in the name of the family; can buy and sell 
property; and giv her children in marriage. In fact, she 
possesses, with only one exception, just the same civil 
rights as her husband. Moreover, any honer conferred 
on the latter is shared equally by her, and she is even entitled 
to wear the insignia of his rank. Women, however, cannot 
inherit money; no dowries are given, and hence that curse 
of European civilization, namely, a money marriage, never 
occurs in China. Old bachelors and elderly spinsters are 
almost unknown. Celibacy is looked upon by us as a crime, 
and contrary to the customs and habits of the country. Mar- 
riage takes place at a Very early age—boys of sixteen marry- 
ing girls of fourteen. The climate has nothing whatsoever 
to do with this precocity, for it is just as customary in the 
most northern latitudes as in the tropics. It is rather due to 
the desire of the parents that their children should be settled 
early in life, and should devote their strength and. the 
resources of their youth to the family, rather than lead a 
wild and immoral life away from homé. The wife is chosen 
by the parents of the bridegroom, who does not himself see 
his intended wife until the day of marriage.” 


It is learned from the Oakland County Advertiser, published 
at Holly, Mich., that the doors of the Methodist Episcopal 
church at that place are temporarily closed, and that the pastor 
the Rev. Henry Cartledge, is taking a vacation. The Adver- 
tiser further makes it clear that the reverend gentleman's 
agility in getting out of town saved him from a coat of tar 
and feathers at the hands of ‘‘ a justly indignant crowd.” 
The victims of this rascal were young girls, “even those 
who were sent to his house and church on errands.” The 
editor of the Advertiser thus reflects upon the matter : 

“There were some grown persons that knew of the circumstances, 
but dare not make it public, for the reverend was a great favorit 
and hard worker, and had done more for the church thau any min- 
ister they had had for along time. What must hav been the feel- 
ings of those who knew of the facts as they sat in the church Sun- 
day mornings and listened to the base hypocrit, as he stood behind 
the pulpit, pointing out the straight and narrow path that led to 
the bright forever, while he, by his brutal conduct, was trying to 
steal the crown of innocence, woman's virtue, from those little 
children, leaving in place shame, disgrace, agony, broken hearts, 
and often the death of the unfortunate victims themselvs? It was 
a very fortunate thing for the hypocrit and liar that he left just as 
he did, for he would hav been tarred and feathered and ridden out 
of town on a rail. Some of his friends gave him warning, and he 
skipped by the light of the moon. When the matter was known he 
should hav been arrested, and placed in jail, and had a trial, If it 
had been a tramp or anyone else, he would hav beeu mobhed and 
sent to prison, but a preacher is sacred in the eyes of thé church, 
and no matter what they do they will be shielded, and when it gets 
too hot wil be spirited away. The crime, as we look at it, seems 
greater committed by a minister than by a tramp, for the former is 
licensed to preach the gospel and administer the Lord's supper, and 
when they disgrace the cloth and are lost to all decency and shame, 
as Cartledge was, they should be kicked out of the church and 
severely punished. After it was ascertained the sacrilegious sneak 
had gone, he was hung in effigy by a rope stretched across Main 
street from the house-tops, and was not taken down until 8 o’clock 
the next morning. If he should ever appear here again it would be 
the worse for hint.” 

We make no apology for reprinting the foregoing account 
and other accounts of clerical rascalities. The apology 
would be called for if the accounts were not published, and 
people warned against these religious idlers, whom custom 
has granted privileges such as no other men hav, and 
which no man ought to hay. These privileges there are 
always plenty of reprobates to take advantage of. The pas- 
toral system is mainly at fault, and should be abolished in 
the interest of morality. It is too often discovered that par- 

-sons who come to pray remain to prey. 
ermm 
Lectures and Meetings. 


Tur lectures by S. P. Putnam, at Zeigler Hall, West 
Union, Ia., last week were well attended, and the speaker 
was well liked by all.— Fayette Co. Union. 

Tsex Manhattan Liberal Club will begin the fall campaign 
on Friday evening, October 1st. T. B. Wakeman will be the 
speaker, and ‘‘ Liberalism the only Remedy for Earthquakes, 
Inorganic, Organic, and Social,” his subject. This will. be 
Mr. Wakeman’s third inaugural address as president of the 
club. The man with the badge-pin will not be there and 
Mr. Shook can disport himself without fear of consequences. 
Said reporter, however, will be around latcr. 


Tue. arrangements for J. E. Remsburg’s meeting at Mer- _ 
rill, Wis., were made by ladies. Mrs. Heath and others 
raised nearly sixty dollars to defray the expenses. The 
Opera House was made attractiv by a rich display of beauti- 
ful flowers, and Mr. Remsburg declares the meeting to hav 
been one of the most pleasant and successful that he has 
held for many a day. When woman discards superstition 
and espouses the cause of reason, then will Freethought , 
triumph. 

Mz. L. K. WasH2UEN announces that during October he 
wishes engagements in the New England states to lecture 
wherever he can do good. In November he purposes to 
make New York state a visit, attending the Congress of the 
American Secular Union, and desires to lecturc every one of 
November's thirty days, except the dates of the Congress. 
To that end he invites correspondence that all arrangements 
may be perfected in ample time. 
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Setters from Briends, 4 


Jozstown, N. J., Sept. 20, 1886. 
Mr. Epnrron: Mr. Charles Watts gave two lectures in AT- 
cade Hall, Mount Holly, N. J., on. Monday and Tuesday 
evenings, September 18th and 14th. The subjects were: 
Monday evening, ‘‘The French Revolution—Atheistic or 
Theistic?" Tuesday evening,‘‘ The Reformation—Protestant- 
ism or Catholicism, Which?" The lectures were pronounced 
by those present to bethe best ever delivered in Mount Holly. 
Mr. Watts is an eloquent and logical speaker, and I only wish 
the people would lay aside their bigotry and hear him just 
once; but it seems to be impossible to get the Christians to 
listen to anything outside of orthodoxy. All that heard him 

wish for his return. Sam. R. WETHERILL, 
Sec. Jobstown Secular Union. 


Liwoors, ILL., Sept. 11, 1886. 
Mr. Evrror: In your last issue is an article of news about 
one Rev. Simpson, missionary, sailing to ‘‘ heathen land” 
with tracts and new versions to ‘‘ save" the poor savages in 
a ship freighted with ‘‘ New England rum." This calls for a 
speech from some allite-ativ Burchard, who is said to hav 
killed Blaine with his three R’s. Burchard could fitly say, 
apropos of what is involved in this crazy, foolish scheme for 
extorting' money from dupes to afflict the poor savages, *' I 
want none of it in mine; there is no call in ‘ reason, right, 
and reform’ for a system that its friends claim is for the 
salvation of barbarians, when the proof is positiv that the 
only result is * rum, raggedness, and religion." It puts me 
in mind of old Abe. He says he asked a Choctaw Indian 
boy once, * Are you Indian, my lad?” ‘‘ No, sir; me part 
Injin, part missionary." How long will mankind be fools 
about this glaring folly of ‘‘ missions?" It is only a means 

of giving places to lazy, non-producing tramps. , A. R. C. 


Duxpzz, Miny., Sept. 5, 1886. 

Mr: Eprron: Mr. Remsburg has just been with us, and 
lectured at Dundee, Fulda, and Heron Lake. While we were 
taking up a collection at Fulda to defray expenses, one of the 
prominent citizens, a good Catholic, struck the hat, scatter- 
ing the contents on the floor. We suppose it was done for 
the glory of the Lord. 

The Catholics are rather Birong in tliis vicinity, but are not 
on very good terms with the almighty, as he sent a mighty 
wind a short time ago and shook up their church, damaging 
it about two hundred dollars’ worth. We hav not had a per- 
sonal interview with Jehovah as to why he did this, but 
suppose some poor devil was hungry and ate a piece of meat 

. on Friday, which caused his wrath. 

At Avoca they hav a large convent and school. Uncle Sam 
is paying them $167 a head per year for making Catholics 
out of fifty Indian girls. Our opinion is that this money is 
wasted, as we would prefer an uncivilized Indian: to a half- 


civilized Catholic, as the one mentioned at Fulda appears 


to be. 

The thinking people were well pleased with Mr. Rems- 
burg’s remarks, and should he come this way again he would 
draw. a large audience. 


Incloscd find 85 cents. Please send me Mr. Remsburg’s 


works on * False Claims” and ** Bible Morals,” one of each, | 


and a catalog of your books. F. LixpQureT. 


Jorpan, Mny., July 16, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $10.75, to be applied as fol- 
lows: $2.50 each for myself, W. H. Baier, and Johnson. 
Bragg, to renew our subscription to THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
and $2.50 fora new subscriber, Enos Bragg, and 76 cents 
for three Annuats for 1886. 

It is quite amusing to notice the different opinions ex- 
pressed by your correspondents in regard to the TRUTA 
SEEKER cartoons. Some say they are ashamed of them, 
some call them ludicrous, and some even call them ridiculous. 
"Can it be possible that these so-called Liberals are ignorant 
of the fact that the pictures are not one-half as ridiculous as 
the subjects that they are intended to illustrate? I am glàd, 
however, that the great majority are in favor of tlie pictures: 
In your issue of the 3d inst. are two letters, one from H. H. 
Gilman and one from Chas. C. Johnson, that hav the true 
ring of the genuin metal. I feel proud to know that there 
are such men—men who are not afraid of hurting the feelings 
of their Christian friends. I fully indorse the sentiments 
‘contained in these letters, and I believe that those shameful, 
ludierous, ridiculous pictures are doing a vast amount of 
good by attracting attention to subjects that are far more 
shameful, more ludicrous, and more ridieulous than any 
pictures that hav appeared in Tur TRUTI SEEKER. 

Your subscribers here are highly pleased with the paper. 
Itis all we could desire—except that valuable space is frc- 
quently occupied with lengthy articles that hav little or no 
value except their length. 'The cartoons are plehty good 
enough for us—we are not ashamed of them. 

Tuomas KNorr. 
AXTELL, KAN., Sept. 8, 1886. 

Mr. Epviror: We of this country are usually i in debt, and 
if father or mother should be taken away the mortgages on 
our land would leave our orphans without any homes, and 
a safe, honest, and cheap life insurance would be the best 
thing, to make sure to our families a home, that I can think 
of; and yet we Atheists are not allowed in any of the secret 
societies, and those that are outside of them are used to fur- 
nish fat offices for the officers. . Now, I wish that the Ameri- 
can Secular Union, or the Truth Seeker Company, or some 

' other society that is known to be honest, would giv tlie Lib- 
erals & mutual life insurance company that we can feel is 
safe, cheap, and free from Gods, hells, etc. Infidels conform 


to the laws of life more generally than the average people, 
and they ought to hav their own insurance. 

Now as to the strength of our cause where I am ac- 
quainted. Our Union has a small membership, but we can- 


-not get into a discussion on the streets but we find many that 


are ready to join on our side against Christianity. I can 
count fully ten that are as radical as any of us for each that 
is in our organization. At Seneca there are hundreds that 
are outspoken. At Marysville, Frankfort, and Centralia the 
same, and yet there is not a vote from all this country in the 
Secular Union Congress. Churches here are largely sup- 
ported by mission funds, and poverty keeps many from buy- 
ing suitable clothes to attend any meetings, and prevents us 
as a society from joining the American Secular Union. 
E. W. Minm, Secretary A. L. U. 


PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 22, E.M. 286. 

“Mr. Eprron: The meetings of the Friendship Liberal 
League at Industrial Hall, North Broad street, indicate a de- 
cided advance in the Liberal movement in Philadelphia. 
The regular afternoon and evening discussions hav been un- 
interrupted during the summer, the usual vacation being dis- 
pensed with, able speakers holding the public interest in 
spite of the high temperature. 

On Sunday, "September 12th, Mr. Charles Watts, of Eng- 
land, began & course of lectures under the auspices of the 
League, which were highly successful, bringing to our meetings 
a large addition of members. The lecture upon ** The French 
Revolution —Atheistic or Deistic?" was a broadside for those 
who make use of that occasion to decry Liberalism. The 
historical facts and inferences, as presented by Mr. Watts, 
were searching and convincing, as evinced by the general 
attention and applause that greeted their delivery. In the 
evening '* The Fall and the Atonement” was taken up. The 
Rev. Mr. Parker, of this city, entertained the audience by 
replying. On Sunday, September 19th, in the afternoon, 
Mr. Watts lectured upon ‘‘ Protestantism or Catholicism, 
Which?” The theology of both was handled in a manner 
that left no ground for either to stand upon. The two Cath- 
olic clergymen present deeming it unwise to accept the invi- 
tation of the chair to reply to Mr. Watts, the Protestants 


contented themselvs by asking two or three questions, | 


which were fully answered. In the evening, ‘“ Miracles, 
What Do They Prove?” was discussed. Mr. Brotherhead, 
one of the ablest Christian debaters in Philadelphia, took the 
floor in reply to Mr. Watts’s remarks. 

These lectures of Mr. Watts’s hav awakened an interest 
heretofore unknown in Philadelphia, the large hall we en- 
gaged for the occasion being crowded at every lecture. On 
the last evening there were almost seven hundred persons 
present, including women and children. 

The League has engaged Mr. Watts for lectures in Novem- 
ber,. and in January, upon Thomas Paine’s anniversary, 
when we will hav our annual festival. In conclusion, I may 
say that there are plenty of Liberals in this city, who, if 
they felt so disposed, could hav one of the finest halls in 
town. All that is wanted is unity of action. I trust the 
Liberals throughout the entire country will see to it that 
Charles Watts be kept busy all through the lecture season, 
for he is, without flattery, the best representativ of the 
Liberal movement that we hav in this country. 

Gro. Lonerorp, Secretary. 


Looxport, ILL., Aug. 31, 1886. 

Mr. Eviror: Why is it there are so many members of the 
Liberal school that persist in manifesting an intolerant spirit ? 
To my mind, there is no direction in which our people be- 
tray their weakness more than in this tendency toward in- 
tolerance and misrepresentation. It were safe to say that 
there are many in our ranks that are quite as ready to throw 
mud or stones for difference of opinion (on certain topics) as 
are the Christians because we call them to account for their 
arrogance and injustice. 

In our persistent efforts to demonstrate the debasing and 
enslaving tendencies of all popular forms of religion, there is 
no point of attack subject to our frequent assaults equal to 
that of their spirit of intolerance and persecution. We 
affirm, without fear of a denial, that Christianity has been 
the most-intolerant of all religions, and, by its wars and In- 
quisition, the most selfish and cruel. With this conscious- 
ness ever before us as regards the intolerance of Christianity, 
it does seem as though all who call themselvs Liberals would 
avoid a narrowness of soul that has made the very name of 
Christian synouymous with bigotry and superstition. 

The Christians will hav general cause for jubilation as they 
observe what splendid imitators many Liberals are of those 
peculiar traits that we said Christians alone would manifest. 
Liberalism is demonstrating also that it has its sects, some 
of whose so-called leaders are quite as harsh, and, to my 
mind, as unreasonable and unjust, as opposing sectaries 
usually are. 

While none of us object to opposition or difference of 
opinion on any or all questions that concern human well- 
being, there seems to be no valid reason why this difference 
may not. exist apart from intolerance. To be true to our 
highest interest is to court investigation, to rejoice at even 
sharp, if just, criticism of any pet notions or theories we en- 
tertain. 

What we believe, or disbelieve, is never a question of 
ability, but simply one of integrity. "What we do, more 
than what we believe, determins the measure of our man- 
hood or womanhood. Our love of justice is best illustrated 
by a loving, tolerant spirit, and the only way to illustrate a 
correct knowledge of true freedom is jealous regard for the 
tights of those whose extreme opinions are the antipodes of 
our own. | 

It is true, however, that these wordy fights hav their 
funny phase, and in no direction is this more manifest than 
in the “I told you so." and “I knew it” asseverations of 


‘go. unmercifully lampoon. 


those who are happy to the full whenever a Dr Bouton or 


some similar fraud is exposed. They are sure a few more 
such éxposures will end the superstition of Spiritualism and. 
set us deluded ones knocking at the door of Materialismi for. 
entrance to its unsuperstitious domain. 

If all Spiritualists are as unmoved as I am at this ex- 


posure and as tolerant.of the ‘I told you so's," we will be . 


8s happy as Sisters Elmina and Ella.Gibson can possibly be. 
My Spiritualism does not, did not, 
foundation, and these sisters can rest in one fact—that if we 
cannot equal them in mental grasp and perception we are 
their peer in tolerance. Definitions make a mighty differ- 
ence.’ Like many others of fairly respectable people, we 


are Freelovers, not as Walser defines it, but as Juliet H. - 
I, for one, dare to stand or fall by her - 


Severance does. 
definition in the pamphlet that contained her discussion 


with a certain reverend a year or two ago, published by her- > 


self. As between Walser and Stewart on the one hand, and 
Heywood and Walker on the other, I elect to go with tbe 


rest on any Bouton. 


latter, and that, too, without any intolerance toward the i 


former. 

Tastes will differ. Then, again, when Brother, Walser 
charges the Sinaloa colony members as being Freelovers, as 
he defines it, and attempts to throw this kind of mud at the 
grand attempt to solve the problem of industrial and social 
life, he manifests a spirit of intolerance that does great in- 
justice to the better perceptions of G. H. Walser at his best. 

Even on the matter of the TRUTH SEEKER. illustrations, 
some there be who can’t imagin that a party can be any- 
thing less than a moral coward who don't like and won't go 
into ecstasies over them. For the sake of pricking the 


bubble of this conceit, I will say to this class I do not like. 


them and never had any taste for ridiculing an opponent, 
but I am tolerant enough to let others enjoy a different 


opinion.and to think they may hav the best of the argument. | 


True moral courage seldom parades itself; its speech, is in 
deeds of duty; it never listens to the voice of majorities as 
such; happy indeed if with the multitude; undaunted if 
alone. 

Liberalism has much to answer for in its too ready dis- 


position to place itself in a belligerent attitude, that is often `. 


quite as unreasonable and. unreasoning as any in which 
Christianity poses, and for its lack of toleration toward any- 
thing that touches its peculiar notions as to what is and 
what is not moral. 


For one, I would much rather be gagged by Christianity’ 
than by any Puritanic form of Liberalism. Gags, thumb- - 


screws, and intolerance are legitimate Christian fruits; used 
by Liberalists, they are the very concentration of dishonesty 
and injustice. 

One of the writers of the letters for Tue TRUTH SEEKER, 
Aug. 21st, M. B. Delano, is quite sure that those who advo- 


cate that it were better to hav our usual matter in the place of ` 


the cartoons are ‘‘ poor, timid souls, afraid of popularity or the 
society where they liv.” This fact is very evident, that Brother 
Delano may liv long enough to learn his mistake, and that 


it is quite possible for an honest difference of opinion to ex-- — 


ist on this, as well as many other matters, where the ques- 
tion of moral courage is about even. 

Every honest mind must discover this potent truth, that, 
with equal sincerity, equal desire for the most advanced 
truth, and equal earnestness for its advancement, but very 
few of us take precisely the same view of many important. 
questions. I think it the rule that honest, independent 


thinkers are very apt to approach (if I may use a figure) the- 


temple or structure of a principle at different points, and to 
observe from those varied approaches the best methods of 
presenting it for consideration. 

Take, for instance, the -question of temperance. For 
forty-six years I felt it a privilege, as well as a duty, to work 
in that cause. Nearly all that has been written in THE 
Trura SEEKER pro and con of Prohibition I hav read. 


Brothers Walker and Bell hav interested me very much by 


1 


their ability against Prohibition, and, while they are men ` 


that I honor and respect, I cannot sce as they do. Am I less 
Liberal on that account ? . 
Am Iright in supposing that Liberalism means an honest 


desire to hav all questions that concern human well.being . 


fairly and thoroughly discussed, with due respect for the 
rights of all parties, and a determination not to claim for our- 
selvs more than we are willing to concede to others, and an 
equal determination not to allow any man or society of men, 
Secular, or so-called sacred, to dictate what we shall or shall 
not believe? As a part of this natural fruit of Liberalism, it 
seems but reasonable that there is no limit to our right to 
differ or our right tó think what we please and how we 
please, as regards the existence or non-existence of God or 
gods, or whether this life ‘‘ends all” ornot. Mere matters 
of opinion are our own. The acts that spring from these 
opinions are what make right or wrongs. If an opinion 
that we parade gencrates intolerance, that i is illiberal. If the 
fruit of any thought in me begets any form of injustice to- 
ward others, then in that regard I misrepresent true Liberal- 
ism. i 

There are few men or women in the common walks of life 
that can find the time to examin many of the important 
questions that present themselvs for consideration, and for 
this reason most of us know but very little about them, and 
therefore it is sensible to be careful how we condemn what 
we know so little about. Would we adopt the wise precau- 
tion of taking a little time to try to understand each other, 
whenever any new agitation is started, it would save a great 
amount of fault-finding and misunderstanding. Because 
this course is not pursued, hasty judgment, ill-advised as- 


sumption, and too often downright misrepresentation are . 


what we see and hear, and what is the source of untold re- 
gret is the fact that Liberals are but a trifle in advance 
of that very class of Christians the cartoons and illustrations 
Georee- LYNN. 
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; ` HAMILTON, ONT., Sept. 15, 286. 
. Mr. Eprrog: The Secularists of Hamilton and vicinity hav 
had another visit from our Secular champion, Mr. C. Watts, 
and we eujoyed a grand intellectual feast during the delivery 
of his last two lectures, ‘‘Secularism—Its Past, Present, and 


Z. Future," and “ Saints or Sinuers— Which ?” At his first a 


young theological student essayed to dispute some of Mr. 
Watts’s propositions by claiming that Secularism as taught 
by Mr. Watts was but another name for Christianity. The 
fallacy of his reasoning was at once made manifest, even to 
the disputant, when the lecturer showed the.audience the 
fundamental principles claimed by Christians as being neces- 
sary to. be believed in to obtain salvation from a mythical 


` ,. hell beyond the grave, whereas Secularism treated only of 


the knowable in this life. . 

I am very much pleased at the increase of the TRUTH 
SEEKER family here, but I should be better pleased were they 
to attend our lectures when a few of us bring along a lect- 
urer, as it becomes monotonous to those who hav to meet 
the deficit when we count the cost. Hoping this hint will 
not offend, Iam, etc., Gro. Manpocxs.. 


; : ‘Dowzin, Texas, Sept. 9, 286. 


Mr. Eviror: I am the same grandpa that requested you 
in 1884 to tell your readers that I was born Jan. 31, 1799, and 
that I wished every person now in the United States that was 

` born about that time would drop me a postal card telling 
who and where. Well, I yet liv, on the 9th day of the ninth 

, month of the year 1886. qu 
Now, old brothers and sisters, let me hear from you. I 
.am afraid yon are but a very few, and that few too old and 
trembling to write. Well, one ought not to complain. We 
. havoutlived many millions who were born after we were. I 
hav been a lucky child. My mother marked. me with a love 
` of truth before I was born. I can say in truth that I hav told 
but one criminal lie in my life. I never wasin a house of ill- 
fame. I never was drunk; never had a fight; hay not 
cursed in fifty years. I threw away my tobacco twenty 
` years ago, after using it thirty-four years, and hay not used 
.&p&rticle since. Indeed, Iam egotistic. I feel like Moses 
when he said, ‘‘ Now: the man Moses was meeker than all the 
men on the face of the earth." Iam proud of virtues. All 
good deeds should be known, as examples for the world to 
go by. The world needs good examples more than it needs 

` good counsel and advice. 

I hav been governed by conscience through life. I would not 

` crook a finger or wink an eye if conscience forbade. I hold 
mental agony is the only hell. We choose to regret a crime. 
So we.are our own punishers or executioners. That is all 
right.. Regret brings reformation; reformation brings 
progress; progress brings perfection; and perfection brings 
peace, and peace is but another word for heaven. All may 
win a heaven at last, and hell be left out in the cold with its 

' nasty brimstone, and no market for it. 

J. A. RUTRERFORD. 


 OrTUMWA, Ia., Sept. 18, 1886. 


“Mr. Eprron: The Ottumwa Liberal Society has resumed. 


its meetings, and will again furnish intellectual food for the 
. thinking men and women of this city. 

The opening lecture of this season was delivered by our 
noble worker 8. P. Putnam, and a grand effort it was. How 
great, how inspiring, his lectures! Never did I feel so proud 
of the fact that Iam an Infidel as I did after hearing Mr. 

, Putnam's discourse on ‘‘ The Glory of Infidelity.” 
Would that there were a thousand such earnest workers in 
` the Liberal ranks, that they might go forth, and, with unfal- 
tering step, approach and break down the barriers which hav 
been erected by ignorance and superstition, and scatter over 
' this broad and fruitful land the seeds of justice, love, and 
truth, 
'.. Although we hav had a flourishing Liberal Union in our 
midst for a number of years, nevertheless he or she who 
would be Sure of success must still cling to the falling branch 


"of superstition, and keep from his fellow-men all the great 


and glorious thoughts he may possess. But when-I look upon 
the cruel past, with its horde of "priests and preachers, and 

. then upon the efforts of such men as Putnam, Reynolds, C. 
W. Stewart, and Heston, I do not hesitate to exclaim, ‘The 
time is near when the spotless robes of morality and science 
will cover the dark and bloody field of superstition." 

My fellow-workers, hasten the time when we shall realize 
“the new heaven and earth." Teach the rising generation 
only that knowledge which will decide.the question of their 
respectability, usefulness, and happiness in this world, that 

. they may no longer cling to the idea that, however mean and 
vicious their thoughts and ideas may be, there is an infinit 
God who, if they only believe in him, will overlook their 
crimes, and ‘though their sins be as scarlet, yet will he 
wash them whiter than snow.” : 

- Why should we teach this terrible doctrin when our eyes 
hav been opened to the glorious truths of science? Next 
Sunday we will hav the pleasure of listening to those great 
reformers, Prof. W. F. Peck and Mrs. H. S. Lake, with 
whose writings the Trura SEEKER readers are well ac- 


".quainted. Let us hope that their efforts may awaken the in- 


tellectual faculties of those who are still keeping time to the 
tune of orthodox hymns, and whose brains hav been poi- 
soned by orthodox food. KATIE Kram. 


THE CHURCH A- MIND-STEALER. 
s.s CLEVELAND, O., Sept. 1, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav read the rules of the Methodist Epis- 
copal church, in their Church Disciplin, and a member who 
follows them has to permit his mind to be put in bondage, 
..and accept total depravity. He is not allowed to think and 


1 


read for himself, but has to follow the dictates of the minis- | 


ters. : 


First, the profaning the day of the Lord, either by doing 
ordinary work therein or by buying or selling, is prohibited. 
They want to dictate what the people shall do Sundays. If 
they tell the people that going into the woods by some shady 
brook on Sundays and having a good time with your families 
and friends is- profaning the day of the Lord, then you must 
stay at home, and go to church, and listen to the minister 
tell the same old story he has told the Sunday before. 

Second, uncharitable or unprofitable conversation, partic- 
ularly speaking evil of mag'strates or of ministers, is also 
prohibited. Here we see they want to dictate what kind of 
language people shall use, and what their conversation shall 
be composed of. And especially they must not speak evil of 
these ministers. They want the people to look up to them 
and respect them as a higher class, and superior to the rest 
of mankind. Why should these ministers ask the people to 
respect them more thau other men? Just think of it—these 
ministers that try to keep the peóple in ignorance, that try to 
cage their minds, want the people to respect, support, and 
look upon them as men of God! We hav a right to say 
what we please about them as long as we tell the truth. 

Third, putting on of gold and €ostly apparel is prohibited. 
Here, again, we see they want to say what the people shall 
wear, how much gold to put on, and how costly their wear- 
ing apparel shall be. What is it of the church’s business 
what the people wear? They hav no right to dictate what 
people shall'wear. You had just as well try to stop the Mis- 
sissippi river at its mouth as to hinder a woman from buying 
fine clothes. . 

Fourth, taking such diversions as cannot be used in the 
name. of the Lord Jesus. is prohibited. Here we see they 
want to dictate what kind of sport and amusements the 
people shall indulge in. Open-air concerts, Sunday picnics, 
fishing parties, and pleasure of all kinds are prohibited un- 
less done in the name of the Lord Jesus. i 

Fifth, singing those songs, or reading those. books, which 
do. not tend to the knowledge or love of God, is prohibited. 
They not only tell us what our pleasure shall consist of, but 
they want to tell the people what they shall sing and read. 
What if this plan of theirs was carried out and we could hear 
no songs but religious songs? Idon't think there would be 
very much singing, and what singing we would hav no one 
except church-members would care to hear. Our mind was 
given us by the creator, and he gave it to us to think and in- 
vestigate just as we please. The ministers tell us it is a 
sin to read the works of Paine, Voltaire, and Ingersoll, but 
all sensible men and women know they hav a rig 
to.think and read what they :please. The churches are 
doing all they can to keep the people from reading Liberal 
books, for they know that just as soon as the people begin to 
read and investigate for themselvs they will no longer be. 
lieve in their fabulous doctrins. They are afraid to hav their 
laws and doctrins examined. But just as soon as people be- 
gin to doubt their creed, then they begin to investigate it, 
and as soon as they hav given it a thorough investigation, 
they see the inconsisteucy of it, and they no longer believe it. 

Just as long as the church can kecp the people ignorant, 
just so long will this doctriu be believed. Just so long as 
the people will allow their prejudice to hav control of their 
minds, just so long will they believe the Bible myths. 

Now, I don't want it understood by what ! hav said that I 
am speaking of the Methodist church alone because I take 
their disciplin for my subject, for I hav just the same views 
about all the other churches. 

Yours for liberality, fratcrnity, and equality, 

l J. A. WEABER. 


Sr. CATHARINES, ONT., Sept. 1, 1886. 

Mr. EDITOR: I see in Tux TRUTH SEEKER of August 21, 
1886, that the wheat transmutation theory is still believed. 
I was born on a farm, and helped raise wheat till I was sixty, 
and in the early part of that period I often observed that 
after a cold, wet, and backward spring the winter wheat 
would hav a great deal of chess on all the low, wet land, and 
on the lowest it would sometimes be all chess; and wheat 
sowed on wheat stubble would:generally hav a good deal of 
chess. "When young I heard some farmers say that wheat 
would often turn to (then called) drips; others again denied 
it. The cases that M. P. Thurston has cited, and the’ four 


following, strengthen the inference that such a change is’ 


sometimes the result. First, we plowed sixteen acres of level 
sod once in June, that had lain five years, and sowed it in 
August; and it showed well in the fall and carly next spring, 
but later it went what farmers called ‘‘ back,” and got bunchy, 
and yielded only about two-fourths of a crop of short straw, 
and that was half chess. This field, a few years previous, on 
pea stubble, sowed September 20th, yielded first-rate straw 
and wheat. Second, plowed twenty-four acres of rolling 
sod once in June, that had lain four years, and sowed it Sep- 
tember ist, and it yielded a good crop of straw and wheat; 
plowed it again early in August, and the upturned, well- 
rotted sod showed a fine, rich mold that we thought was 
equal to fallow, which we sowed September 1st, and the sea- 
son was favorable during its growth, but from first to last it 
looked puny, and yielded only half a crop of stunted straw, 
and that was fully one-third chess, while a fallow side of it, 
plowed twice and sowed the same week with the same kind 
of wheat, yielded good straw and wheat, but no chess. 
Third, I knewa young farmer who cleared five acres of thick 
forest, and raised a good crop of wheat, and heard him say 
to an old farmer that he would burn his stubble and sow it 
again. The latter said it might all turn to drips, as he had 
seen more crops of drips raised on wheat stubble than wheat. 
This the former ridiculed, which angered the latter, and he 
gruffly said, ** Any fool knows wheat will sometimes turn to 
drips.” But the former firmly believed that wheat would 
bring wheat again, and accordingly sowed his stubble field 
and his new ground (five acres) with wheat from his first 


= ^ 635. 


new ground. The wheat grew luxuriantly (I saw it) on both 
fields, and the young farmer was sure of two good crops of 
wheat. But alas! when it headed out he was almost dum- 
founded to see that his stubble field had yielded chess instead 
of wheat. He was now sure that wheat would turn to chess, 
for he had seen it with his eyes. Shortly after he met that 
old farmer in my presence, and said to him, ‘‘The wheat on 
my stubble field has all turned to drips.” The latter said ex- 
ultingly, ‘‘ Didn't I tell you?” etc. I went five miles to see 
those fields, side by side; and what a contrast! On the stub- 
ble field was a heavy crop of plump chess, except a few 
Scattering heads of wheat, and on the new ground a good 
crop of wheat. Fourth, we once stacked wheat on sod that 
never had been plowed, and the wheat that fell on the sod 
came up very thick, and looked somewhat like matted wool. 
The stack was taken away in the winter, and the next July 
there was a heavy crop of plump chess, with only a few ` 
heads of wheat, where the wheat had come up so thick the 
previous August. I saw, several times, chess standing very 
thick in July where wheat-stacks had been made the previous 
August. M. P. Thurston’s and the preceding cases favor 
the theory that wheat will sometimes turn to chess, but they 
by no means prove it. I was taught that wheat would turn 
to chess, and, seeing so many cases that looked like it, I, of 
course, believed it. However, later we got land on which 
near a barn was & small (then called) frog pond that had 
been used perhaps sixty years for watering stock, and was 
now about filled with manure, ground, etc. This we scraped 
out four feet deep one fall when it was dry, and spread it on 
timothy sod by the pond. And next July my brother and I : 
were surprised to see a heavy crop of plump chess where that 
muck and ground had been put, but no heads of wheat. 
This not only convinced us, but proved beyond the possibil- 
ity of a doubt, that that chess did not come from wheat, for 
none had been there for years. Previous to this we had 
scraped the muck out of more than one hundred such ponds, 
and spread it on sod, stubble, and fallow ground, but no 
chess was seen. M. P. Thurston believes that wheat will 
turn to chess if it is choked and badly treated when grow- 
ing, but of this we hav had overwhelming proof to the con- 
trary. We often sowed oats stubble, and in warm, wet falls 
the oats would always grow so thick and rank that we 


‘thought the wheat would be all smothered, but it yielded 


wheat. Again, we plowed oats stubble the second time to 
kill the green oats, and sowed it October 15th (too late for a 
good crop), and it came up good, but the winter was open 
and geese cropped it (till spring) so short that we thought 
there would be no wheat, but to our surprise it yielded a 
good crop of plump wheat. 

Again, we plowed six acres of stiff timothy sod once in 
June, and sowed it September 1st, and the fall was wet, and 
if ever wheat was choked with grass it was that six acres, 
for the timothy grew so thick that only about one-fourth of 
the wheat headed out, but what did was wheat. Again, 
when sowing wheat we sometimes spilt it, and it would 
always come up so thick that it looked like a mat, and very 
little of the stunted straw, with only a grain or two in a 
head, would head out, but it was always wheat. Notwith- 
standing all that has been said to the contrary, I am positiv 
that wheat will not turn to chess. Nevertheless, I admit 
that the origin of chess and many other plants is involvel 
in mystery, and the following queries boldly confront me. 

I know by experience that if chess is put in the ground in 
the fall, it will come up, grow, and ripen the next summer, 
just like wheat. Now, if chess is in the ground, as is 
affirmed, why did it not grow the first year on that new 
ground? Why did so much chess grow on the same ground 
the second year? Why did no chess grow on that sixteen 
acres for many years, and then so much grow one year and 
none afterwards ?: Why did no chess grow on that twenty- 
four acres the first year? Why did so much grow on the 
same field the second year? Why did so much chess grow 
on that sod by the stack where the wheat had come up so 
thick in the previous August and.none in the rest of the 
field? Why did so much chess grow on M. P. Thurston's 
six acres of barley stubble, and none on the rest of the field ? 
Why did chess grow only in that fence-corner where a horse 
ate some wheat? We know that plant seeds are perishable, 
neither can plants grow and mature their seeds in & thick 
forest; then whence come the seeds from which the different 
grasses and herbaceous plants grow and cover the ground 
the first-summer after a thick forest has been cleared? Hav 
their seeds lain dormant in the ground for thousands of 
years? Or hav they been evolved, in the grouud after the 
forest was cleared? TRUTH SEEKER philosophers, please uu- 
ravel this (to me) incomprehensible mystery, and this much- 
disputed chess question, and set the matter forever at rest. 
Now, Brother Thurston, notwithstauding the :ditorial 
answer, No, to the question, Will wheat turn to chess? is con- 
trary to your belief, it is nevertheless correct. Now, if you 
believe that wheat will turn to chess, it, of course, devolves 
on you to prove it; therefore you should test.it by fair ex- 
periment, namely, heat ground until you are sure every seed 
initis killed; then put the ground in a pot or box and sow 
wheat in it, or any other grain that you think will choke it, 
and treat the seed during its growth as badly as you like, and 
I am positiv that you can no more turn it into chess thau you 
can turn horse-hairs into snakes. A. Moor. 


P. §.—Inclosed you will find $5 for C. B. Reynolds’s de- 
fense against those low, vile, ‘wretched, degraded, abomi- 
nable, and despicable religious fanatics at Boonton. I hope 
Mr. Reynolds will boldly confront those superstitious bigots, 
and teach them the religion of this world, based upon love, 
mercy, and justice, and I think they will see that their out- 
rageous acts at Boontón hav brought contempt and shame 
on their shameless heads that will disgrace them whilst they 
liv. I hope Mr. Reynolds will come out victorious with 


honor bright. A. M. 
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Children’ 8 Gorner. 


i Edited. by Muss Susan H. Wixon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications Jor 
this Corner shouid be sent. 


" Between the dark and the daylight. 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Barney’s Cow. 


Barney had a cow that got into his neighbor's 
barn and ate a bushel of corn (so the neighbor 
said), so Barney paid for a bushel of corn, and, 
feeling somewhat indignant, applied to the under- 
-igned to write something about it; hence the 
following verses. 
Go, Barney, go; yes, straightway go, 
To Barnum with your bovine; 
Such marvels in a mammoth show 
Would make folks stare, I opine. 


Not many beasts, or cows, at least, 
Can boast of such a paunch, sir; 

One bushel must hav been a feast, 
Aud taxed her teeth to craunch, sir. 


Had Ia cow like her, I vow 
T'd practice stirpiculture, 

And every calf (now don't you laugh) 
T'd raise with careful nurture. 


Inever knew a cow—did you ?— 
With stomach so capacious; 

Four pecks of corn! and duly sworn 
By neighbor Tim, by gracious! 


Say, Barney, now, sell me that cow, 
And corn enough to feed her; 

Four pecks a day with good sweet hay— 
Now don't say, * You don’t need her.” 


As trne’s I liv, I'd freely giv 
Ten V’s for such a creature, 

And all forlorn T'd giv her corn, 
And Harrington should teach her 


Legerdemain, and then again 
There’s money to be made, sir. 

She won't go dry; IJ tell you why: 
Corn makes milk—now we'll trade, sir, 


And let us sing long liv the king, ` 
Aud Barney, long liv he; sir, 
And when his cuw eats anything 
May I be there to see, sir. R.F. ROBBINS. 
2 


The Wayside Inn—An Apple-tree. 


I halted at a pleasant inn, 
As I my way was wending; 

A golden apple was the sign, 
From knotty bough depending. 


Mine host--it was an apple-tree— 
He amilingly received me, 
. And spread his choicest, sweetest fruit, 
To strengthen and relieve me. 


Full many a little feathered guest 
Came through his branches springing; 
They hopped and flew from spray to spray, 
Their notes of gladness singing. 


Beneath his shade I laid me down, 
And slumber sweet possessed me; 

The soft wind blowing through the leaves 
With whispers low caressed me. 


And when I rose, and would hav paid 
My host, 80 open-hearted, 
He only shook his lofty head— 
I blessed him, and departed. 
—From the German. 


Gossipy Grace. 

“I want to tell you something, girls. Now, 
you just listen. They do ‘say that Emily 
Bennett'8 mother is real stingy. She will not 
let Emily hav any money to buy chocolate 
creams! Don’t you think that’s mean ?” and 
Grace Bond looked from one to the other of 
her companions with the triumphant air of 
one. who has communicated an important 
piece of news. 

“It’s just awful!” said Etta Crinkett. 

“ If my mother should do so I'd kick some, 
I guess,” snapped Luna Fowler. 

“ And she makes Emily wash the dishes 
and clean the silver, and wash her own 
clothes. What do you think of that?" said 
Grace, pressing her lips tightly together. 

** Horrid !” they all exclaimed. 

** And her father and mother hav disputes 
about the children wearing out shoes. I've 
heard 'em! And Emily has got to hav a 
'thick pair of clumpers if she keeps on kick- 
ing her boots out at the toes. There! Her 
mother makes over old stockings for Emily, 
too. Don’t you remember Emily’s pretty red 
stockings? Well, they were made over out 
of her Aunt Violet’s.” 

` “Why, Im astonished, Grace !” exclaimed 
Meta Johnson. ‘‘ But where did you get so 
“much news ?” ` 

** Oh, I’ve been there a good deal, and they 

did not mind talking before me, you know.” 


"Look here, Grace, you just stop that. 


tongue of yours from wagging in such & 
shameful manner," and young Robert Bond 
appeared on the scene. “Im your brother, 
but if you persist in your gossip I shall be 
ashamed to own the relationship. Do you 
know what I heard some one call you, yes- 
terday ?" 
e No E 
anxiously. 


what was it?" 


; that little gossipy Grace.. 


inquired Grace, | 


** Well, I heard some one say, ‘ There goes 
Young as she is, 
she appears to know everybody’s business.’ 
And I tell you I was mightily ashamed.” 

* Why, I didn’t mean any harm.” e 

* Oh, no; of course you didn't. Nobody 
does when discussing a neighbor’s affairs or 
somebody’s character.” 

* We were only talking," remarked Etta 
Crinkett. ‘‘ Girls must hav something to talk 
about.” f 

“But can’t such little girls as you find 
something else to occupy your minds and 
conversation than discussing the dress, man- 
ners, or home conduct of your friends? It’s 
a great idea, I must say, if your minds are so 
vacant as not to contain anything more sen. 
sible than such silly gossip," and Robert ap- 
peared disgusted and mortified. 

* Maybe you'll tell us what to talk about, 
Master Robert," sneered Luna Fowler. 

“Tell you what to talk about? Yes, 
there's rocks—talk about them if you cannot 
find any other subject." 

"Rocks! Whatisarock? Pooh! Any- 
body knows what & rock is," and Grace 
tossed her head. | 

Etta picked up a chip of granit and threw 
it into Grace’s lap. ‘“ What is that?" she 
asked, laughingly. 

“ I should think anybody would know that 
that is granit,” responded Grace. 

"And what is granit?" inquired Robert. 
* Anyone may speak.” 

"Oh, we are not old enough to know 
about geology,” said Meta. 

** Of course not," declared Robert. ‘‘ But 
old enough to gossip and tell tales about 
other girls and their friends. Pshaw! Well, 
girls, I will tell you what granit is. There 
are different kinds of granit, but, in this 
piece, which is the true granit, there are 
three minerals—see, there is ‘feldspar, and 
quartz, and hére is shining mica, all mixed 
up, yet all distinct in separate grains. The 
very word, » grgpit, is from the Italian grano, 
and means grain. You see it looks like little 
grains. Aud then there is water, but that you 
cannot see. It is, apparently, the lowest 
rock in the formation of the earth, and yet it 
is found on the highest mountain peak of 
Europe, Mount Blanc, and, in our own 
country, it exists on the top of' the Rocky 
mountains, and you see it almost every where 
in the New England states." 

“ That’s what they build mills and churches 
with, isn't it?” asked Grace. 

* Of course, aud many other structures. 
You ought to go to the quarries and see how 
itis got out of the earth. A granit quarry is 
& very interesting place to visit, I can tell 
you,” said Robert. ‘The old people that 
lived thousands of years ago in Egyptthought 
a great deal of it. Why, some of their great 
obelisks and pyramids, you must under- 
stand, were built of granit, and hav stood the 
wear and tear of time fully three thousand 
years. Pompey's Pillar, that you hav read 
about, is made of granit." 

“ It is very hard, isn't it?” said Etta. — 

“ Yes; but hard as it is, it can be made as 
soft as dough. The Hot Springs in Cali- 
fornia are changing by their action the very 
hardest rocks into clay." 

“ Now, you wouldn't think yon could melt 
such & hard rock, would you?” continued 
Robert. 

“I shouldn't," said Meta, with à lated eyes. 

** But it can be done just the same, though. 
Subject it to sufficient heat. and it is turned 
into a whitish, greasy-looking fluid, and 
more heat still makes it a kind of a gas, and 


then it can still be heated so that it will. float’ 
away right before vius eyes—disappear.into. 


thin air." 


** Melted rocks! 
Etta. 

“I mean to go and see a quarry, some 
time,” declared Meta. 

** You had better all go,” said Robert. 


Only think of iti. said 


d ‘Tt 


is much more interesting than talking about’ 


folks, I can tel! you. There is a fine one out 
at Fall River, Mass., upon the edge of w hich 


is a ‘rocking stone’. or a . ‘rolling. rock, a 


which you ‘might like to investigate.” à 
'* What is a ' rockingstone ?' ” asked Grace. 
“It is a big.boulder so evenly balauced 
that it will oscillate by just. touching it with 


the, hand, though it would take an immense 


force to dislodge it from its place; . 
“I hav seen. the.'rollirg rock’ many ` E 
time," said Meta. 

“ And so hav I," said Grace. 
do you suppose it weighs ?" 

** Only about one hundred and sixty tons! p 

** My?" they all exclaimed together. ; 
. “Yes; 
that once in the same city, near the river, in 


* How much 


but there was a bigger one than 


a ridge of gravel. It is all gone now, all 
split up, but it originally weighed over ten 
million pounds! What do you think of}. 
that ?” 

** Was that a rocking stone, too ?” 

* No; it was not poised so delicately," 


replied Robert. 


** Was it made of granit ?” 

“ Oh, no; it was what is called * pudding 
stone,’ and so isthe'rolling rock.’ It iscom- 
posed of gravel and pebbles all cemented and 
stuck together, so that it looks like plum- 
pudding—hence its name. Oh, I tell vou 
there are histories in all the rocks, and they 
tell of fire and flood, and many miles of 
travel, because the rocks belonging to what 
is called the ‘ Drift period’ hav come to us & 
long way, swept down and deposited by 
forces of which we can hardly conceive.” 

“Why, it is very wonderful,” said Etta. 
** And honestly, do you not think it is better 
to -be learning something of this earth, and 
the common things we see about: us, but of 
which we know little enough, than to waste 
our time in gossip and silly chatter about our 
friends and n ighbors?” 

“ Certainly," said Meta. 

** Of course,” said the others. 

** But now tell me, Rob, did you actually 
hear some one call me ‘ Gossipy Grace? '" 

** Yes, T did, truly." 

' Well, I am awfully ashamed of it. I 
don't think I will be called that any more, 
though. Yonder comes Emily Bennett now, 
and she is just as good as any girl, if her 
stockings are made-over ones.” 

** Grace!" and "Robert looked frowningly. 

“I spose her mother thinks chocolate 
creams unwholesome,” said Etta. 

“Well; let us say no more about it, Etta, 
but let us tell her about the rocks,” and when 
she came up to them Luna began explaining 
about the granit, and showing her the specks 
of mica and feldspar. 

“Why, -girls,” laughed Emily, “that is 
nothing new. I know all about it," and she 
commenced telling much more about the 
rocks than Robert had told. 

They were all astonished, and inquired 
how she had learned so much. 

“ Mother and I read it together, evenings," 
washerreply. '' My mother does not believe 
in tattling, you know, and we spend our leis- 
ure time reading and studying. And it is 
just beautiful to learn all about the world we 
liv in, I think.” 

So they separated and went their ways, 
Grace, looking very grave, thinking of the 
title she had unconsciously éarned. 

. “Tm terribly ashamed,” she thought, ‘‘ but, 
maybe, it will be outgrown and forgotten, if 
Itry toimprove my mind. I hope so, for I 
would feel dreadfully to go through my life 
and be known by such a name always. I'd 
better be improving my mind, and learning 


something, truly, than thinking and talking 


about such trifles.” 


“ The granit rocks disorganize 
And feed the hungry mors they bzar; 
The forest leaves drink daily lite 
From out the viewless air. 


* And so may you, Grace,” said Robert, 
** and I, and everybody, expand our minds 
and grow by absorbing knowledge, and thus 
will life appear more beautiful the more we 


learn of the uses, economy, and make-up of 


the simple things that we stumble upon in 
our pathway.” s S. H. W. 
to — —— — 


Our Puzzle Box. 


a —SOMETHING. MOST IMPORTANT. 


The whole, as represented by the ninesignifi- 
cant figures taken all together in consecutiv 
order as one number, is of such great value 
that if one ducat be subtracted, there still re- 


.| mains 34,333,333. 
** And it seems so FRA: too," mised. Tu i 


It is also of such great weight that if one 
ton be subtracted there is still left 122,565,100. 

Tis literal intrinsic value is so grest that if 
nine of itself be multiplied by £en of itself, 
the product is 6,060,629. 

lf the reader "has only & fair modicum of 
the whole, the solution of this enigma will not 
be very hard. J. K. P. BAKER. 

9. —QUESTION. 

Where was black lead first discovered ? 
Oswego, N. Y. A. H. WALKER. 
ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN CHILDREN’S CORNER, 
SEPTEMBER 18. 1886. 

1-The word nowhere. ?.-Ashantee (a 
shanty). 
8- . 


TEEM 
4.-Why would it suit an auctioneer ? 
Itis forbidding—that is clear. 
9: Pongol 


oer - 

Dui» ManradgR —Your poem is very 
good, but entirely too long for the Children's 
Corner. 
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White Sulphur Springs. 


. No.1is a groupof 36 Freethinkers, among whom 
is President Wakeman, Mrs. Lucy N. Colman. 
Mrs. F. C. Reynolds, L. K. Washburn, Dr. T. L. 


Brown, J. L. Andrew; and the Hindoo—Mr. Joshee; | 


.No. 2 is a beautiful view of the Tents, Hotel, , 


and Lake in the distance. 


No. 3 is a near view of the Tents, with group in: 


front. 

These Photos are 5x8 inches. 
sent by mail to any address on receipt of $1.00. 
Every Freethinker, whether present or not, will 
want this set of pictures ag a memento of the Con- 
Address C.F. DEMOTT, 


4189 Box 222, Hempstead, Queens Co. rN, X. 


The Mirror of iL 


BY ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
FREETHOUGHT AND RADICAL ADVOCATE. 
(of England). 


SECOND ) EDITION. 
Charles Watts’s Literary Guide says: “We are 


glad to record the appenrancs of a second edition - 
The various papers—ten ; 


of this admirable bo 
in all—are some of the author's, best work.” 
The Middleboro News says: ‘These essays are 
brimming with careful thought and judicious re- 
searc 

The Yorkshire Chronicle says : “These essays are 
not unworthy the attention of the scientific 
student though written for the uninitiated.” - 

Price, 50 Cents, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Protection or Free Trade 


An Examination of the Tariff Question with 
Especial Regard to the Interests of Labor.’ 
. BY HENRY GEORCE. i 


In this book the author designs to show that 
beneficial results would follow the abolition 
of all tariffs on importations. 


Octavo, 860pp.; price, $1.80... — 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Correspondence Wanted. 


A gentleman wishes to meet with one of the 
opposit ser. sex that will become a helpmafe to him, in 
all 


he term implies, in working for their . 


mutual devel prend and advancement materially 
and spiritually. 
She must not be over thirty-five, and youthful- 
ness will no debar, if otherwise harmonious. 
ddress — HELPMATE, 
. Truth Seeker offi ce. 


Correspondence Wanted. l 


If this should meet the eye of any woman; lers 
than forty years of age seeking or desinng | come 


The three will be 


panionship with a congenial mate let her write to - 


hon address below and see what may result there- 


"No "triflers or mere curiosity seekers need re- 
spond. Address 8 
3.38 Truth Seeker office. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SESTO. 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland Editors; J. M. Pryse and J. 
M. Burgler, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 
prise, the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and generally 
to the practical solution of the problem of Integral 
Co-operanion, Price, $1 a year: 50 cents for Bx 
months; 25 cents for Shree mouths. : 


THE RISE OF 


NTT LLECTOAL bus 


From Thales to Copernicus. |. 


By FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND, Author of ‘The 
Reign of the Stoies.” 


“This is a book not only to be read once, but te 
be kept and referred, to, and 
year to year. is'a guide-book of Liberalism’ 
through the ary centuries prior to 1600, the era of 
Copernicus and Bruno, It does not take the place 
of other histories like Gibbon, Hallam, or Lecky, 
but ıt makes them intelligible by pointin out the 
white light that hi been east upon the lurid 
clouds of ignorance, super stition. and cruelty, 
from the little stream of Freethought that. has 
flowed in its vagged, broken, and obstructed course 


- down through the ages which now liv only as our 


realm of Memory and Admonition,” 
Octavo, 458 pp. PRICE, $3.50. 


HISTORY 


OF THE 


` 


inler ed over fron. ' 


INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 


Of Europe, 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., ‘LL.D. 
Revised Edition—2 vols— Price, %8. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
tf 


THE " 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OL E 
CIVILIZATION, 

From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
SEVENTH EDITION 
A most powerfully written book, Phila Recor d, 
This Book is not “a Book! It is a Deed! and 
those who oppose it: “a prove that they fear i it.— 


Vienna an Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Q0... 
8B Clinton PL. New York, 
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Robt. G. Ingersoll's 
OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 
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Western Union Telegraph Company, 
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So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that THE TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
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PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli- 
eal Works, 
By THOMAS PAINE, 


“The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
'^ Price, Single Copies, «nare Six copies for 


Tele- 


THs CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . . . wil not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of asepa- 


ration.” 
Price, 35 cents, 


: For either of thene works, or an E Paine's 
writings Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Ylace, New York, 


BIBLE MYTHS 


Parallels in Other Religions 


Being a Compariven of the Old and New Testa- 
ment Myth s and Miracles with those of 
heathen nations of Antiquity, Con- 

siderin also their Origin 
nd Meaning. With 
numerous illus- 
trations. : 
. The object of the work 18 to point out the myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound ; 
to show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning. 

“Tt is unquestionable true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else so accessible ae they are now made 
in the work before us.”—N. Y. Sun, 

1 vol. 8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages. 


Price, $2.50. 
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88 Clinton bison New York 
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S. P. Putnam's Works 


The Problem of thé the Universe, and 


Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
R Universology. Price. 20 cts. 
l U T Waifs aud Wanderings, a New Ameri- 


ANNUAL 
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‘1886 (x. 286). 


Story. Price, cloth, $1. 90; paper, 50 cts. 

A brose d ic of the war, rich with incident 

ami dramatic power ; ; breezy from first page to 

last with the living spirit of to-day.” —John 
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Golden Throne, a Romance. 
. author certainly, has genius. The divine crea- 
ur spark is within him. The bookisfilled with 
thoughts. EXPE in manly words— 

the transcript of amanly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ "INGERSOLL. $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 

hyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 

fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 

shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 


WITH THIRTY PORTRAITS OF DISTINGUISHED | Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
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ria. Russian Edition worth $600 a Copy. 
First American Edition Exhauste 
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It is perhaps the book which has most power- 
fully influenced the youth of Russia in their 
growth into Nihilism, and it is remarkable and 
noteworthy as a work which has played so impor- 
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indecent literature.—St. Louis Republican, 
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Obituary. f 

Mr. John Duff McDonald, who died on Sep- 
tember 7th at 44 East Twelfth street, was a 
well-known Liberal thinker.. and labor re- 
former, whose interest has never flagged, 
though for the past fourtéen years he had 
been withdrawn by paralysis from activ con- 
tact with his fellows and the direct move- 
ment. ` 

Mr. McDonald was a nativ of Nova Scotia, 
born there in January, 1883. Coming to New 


' life. For many years past he has been at the 
head of a leading house for designing and 
manufacturing art designs, such as are used 
in embroidery, painting, etc. But Mr. Mc- 
Donald's real life was in his keen sympathy. 
with all efforts for the betterment of the so- 
cial condition. He was a Liberal in religion, 
and a. radical in economic affairs. The con- 
dition of Ireland, the democratic movement 

: in Europe, the labor agitation here, all re- 
ceived his hearty support. Before his attack 
in 1872 he was a vigorous worker, whilefrom 
his sick chamber for fourteen years there- 
after he sent constantly words of cheer, and 
often substantial aid to help on the various 
efforts to which his intelligence gave sup- 

` port. 

Mr. McDonald was a man of fine intellect 
and scholarly habits, a close student and a 
clear thinker. : 

to —————— 
Book Notices. 


THE Dawning. A Novel. Lee & Shepard. 
Price, $1.50. For sale at this office. 


This is a novel with a purpose, and its pur- 
pose is to get some plain truths regarding 
the coming social revolution before folks 
who would never read a work like ‘‘ Rational 

` Communism ” or ‘‘ Social Wealth.”. The usual 
novel-reader likes a thrilling plot—a bait to 
draw him on. The author of * The Dawning” 
has furnished this plot in admirable shape, and 
surrounded it with as much social heresy as 
he conveniently could. The book is in the 
nature of a warning of evil to come rather than 
an attempt to provide prophylactics. The 
author sees that the world is upside down, 
but is conscious that a bald statement to that 
effect will hav little weight with the average 
reader, who believes that sin and misery are 
inevitable afflictions of the human race, and 
that we must look to a future world to right 
the wrongs of this. In the guise of a love 
story, therefore, ‘‘ The Dawning” comes as 
a prophet, a sort of John the Baptist among 
novels, to cry in the wilderness of fashion- 
able readers. There are, then, two sides to 
it to commend—its romantic and its practical 
sides. The story is of & country girl; married 
toa man with an alias, who takes her to Bos- 
ton and deserts her, going to Europe and 
marrying a woman of wealth. The deserted 
‘girl is found on the streets and cared for by 
a mechanic, who, we should judge, is a 
member of some labor lyceum. The chief 
egpetsonage and social heretic of the story, a 
wealthy merchant's son, becomes interested, 
and devotes a good deal of his time to find- 
ing out who the absconding wretch is. In 
this he is assisted by a legal friend. While 
searching for the heavy villain, he sows the 
' seeds of heresy among his | fashionable 
friends, most of whom grow chilly toward 
him. One that remains true is the daughter 
of a Beacon Hill aristocrat, who refuses to 
marry the legal gentleman, though urged 
thereto by her parents. The search for the 
villain is unsuccessful till he returns from 
Europe with his wife, his Christian reputa- 
tion having sheltered him from suspicion. 
He is at last found, and while denouncing 
the. social heretic at his club is arrested. 
There is much dramatic justice in this, for 
most of those who denounce others for hold- 
ing radical views are guilty of extremely 
radical practices. One of the interesting in- 
cidents connected with the villain is that his 
second wife does not love him, but does love 
a young secretary of her father’s, who has 
been defrauded out of a fortune, and com- 
` pelled to earn a living. This secretary, who 
has been a wanderer over the earth because 
of his hopeless love, gets around at the right 
time, and weds the woman who has always 
loved him, and acknowledged it even before 
her marriage to the villain. The social her- 
etic’s father loses his property, some of it 
through the machinations of a sanctimonious 
church-member, and the social heretic loses 
most of his friends. The daughter of the 
Beacon Hill aristocrat, however, after refus- 
ing the lawyer, recognizes in the heretic the 
man whom she loves and reverences, and 
' one evening when he calls to talk social phi- 
losophy the conversation drifts into personal- 


York early in 1860, he pursued a commercial: 
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ities,- and they mutually declare their love. 
This love passage affords the author the -op- 
portunity for some fine writing, and he has 
wonderfully well- improved it. Its perusal 
will cause a married man to court his wife 
over again. The book contains many similar 


paintings of love's shy expression, done by a |: 


hand that. is, if not a master's, at least no nov- 
ice's. One particularly natural description of 
how the master passion finds vent is thestory 
of the young secretary and his employer's 
magnificent daughter. He was alone in the 
library, and had decided to giv his employer 
notice he must leave. As he sat down to 
write, Julia opened the door. 

“t & Excuse me,” she said, “I did ‘not 
know you were here. I am after a book.” 

“<I arose to leave. ‘‘Mr. Romayne;" she 
said, ** why are you so shy?” PS 

“t T felt terrified. She had never spóken 
to me in that way. I could not open my lips. 

“You need not go," she added; ‘I'll 


be but a minute." 


** 1 felt this likea command, and sat down 
to my work, while she looked over the 
shelves. But I could not go on. My eyes 
were turned away from her, but her image 
filled my sight, and the figures before me 
were lost in its dazzling brightness. Soon 
she moved toward me. Isaw no movement, 


Iheard no step, but I felt that she was near. 
She came behind my chair, and 


leaned over 
me—-I trembled helplessly. : 

** t € Why do your fingers tremble so ?” she 
said. ‘‘ Those horrid figures tire you out.” 

t‘ She stooped down as if to look at the 
accounts. Her face was close to mine—my 
pulses were on fire. . 

“(I rose again. ‘‘Miss Sibley, pardon 
me,"Istammered. ‘No, Iam not tired.” 

‘ce Then do not let me interrupt you,” 
she said. 

***T—T] will take them to my room,” I 
managed to say. f 

** * t Do not be at the trouble,” she said. 
“I am going.” 

***I was desperate. I had been for a mo- 
ment in exquisit, painful bliss, and the vision 
was about. to vanish. © ; 

“ ‘She turned toward the door, giving me 
a glance—my soul! the rapture of it was so 
intense that a strange faintness came over me. 
I reached out my hands like one falling. 

«e What is it?” she said, smiling. — - 

«< Could I think of propriety, honor, dis- 
cretion, with a fever in my veins? - 

*** Miss Sibley,” I cried, blunderingly, 
* what—what does it mean ?” 

* ** It means that—I hav your secret. I 
hav suspected, and you hav disclosed it." 

:***** And yours—what is yours?" I ex. 
claimed, hardly knowing what I said. : 

'*** A tear sparkled on her lashes as she 
came back, lifted her hand till it touched 
mine, and said, very softly— 

see be There it is p? 0 

The power of the author is seen from this 
extract. 'The story ends in the usual happy 
way. The villain reforms and his deserted 
wife takes him again to her heart; the young 
secretary and his love are united; the social 
heretic marries the one only girl in the world 
worthy of him; her father blesses them,.and 
they devote their wealth to seeking justice for 
the laborers. Bon 

The other side of the novel is no less effect- 
ivly written. In one of the conversations 


“between the social heretic'and the daughter 


of the Beacon Hill aristocrat occur these 
paragraphs, which we cannot help thinking 
are the sentiments of the author himself, and, 
if this be 80, stand as the purpose of the work. 
They at least will serve to show the quality 
of the radicalism of the writer: 


** *'The inequalities [social] which pain us 
are the direct outcome of social despotism. 
The possession of wealth means, simply, 
power over men. You will find this in Rus- 
kin, which I hav just brought. ` The value to 
me of & dollar consists solely in the fact that 
another man is destitute of a dollar. IPIhav 
no more dollars than he has, I cannot compel 
him to sell his services or commodities on my 
terms—I hav no power over him. Deprive 
him of his dollars, and he- becomes to a cer- 
tain extent my slave. 
facts has been constructed the popularsystem 
of economy; by which it is not enough that 
you become rich—you must also contrive to 
make others poor. This is the root of all 
social wrongs.' 

“ í But in what way are people made poor?’ 

t ‘They will tell you it is because of indo- 
lence or vice. But this cannot be true, since, 
as a rule, the toilers who produce the wealth 
are poor, and therich are idlers who put their 
hands to no productiv industry . whatever. 
You would say, would you not, that the man 
who makes a thing should own it? 

“t Nothing else can be just. Is that de- 
nied?  ' : 

“ í Practically it is. We read in the sacred 
book, ** If any will not work, neither shall he 
eat;" but the words seem now to be changed 


shall be a millionaire."' 

«<I was reading in papas paper, to-day, 
that no aristocracy of wealth could arise here, 
because so many fortunes, gathered in one 
lifetime, are scattered among the people in 
the next, and all the while 
equalized.’ 


* 


-| standard of the Sermon on the 


In the light of these: 


into the maxim, ‘‘If any will not work, he 


wealth is being 


«hat delusion is very stale. A fortune 


.sometimes changes hands, but it goes to swell 
‘the possessions of those already rich. and, if 


anything, the people are poorer for the trans- 
fer? $ T i Dj 

.** In what way do men of wealth use their 
power? de RU Ma . 

** *By abolishing. the old maxim, ‘‘ There 
are two sides to a bargain.” They know but 
one side, and that is theirs. They make the 
prices. they take. and the prices they giv. 
They go further than this, and even control 
the opinions of those they defraud. That 
there may be no danger of an upheaval, they 
endeavor to enslave the minds of their victims. 

‘** More than this, pliant law-makers create 
monopolies in their behalf. Suppose a law 


‘should giv to Stearns and five of his fellow- 


workmen the exclusiv privilege of construct- 
ing all the buildings to be erected in this ward 
for all time to come, on the pretense that they 
would build better houses—there are six 
journeymen mechanics converted into million- 
aires by act of the legislature. But if Stearns 
asked for such an act he would be driven in 
disgrace from the state house. Yet monopo- 
lies as unjust and preposterous as that would 
be hav been secured by men who conld com- 
mand the requisit influence. Wealth enjoys 
the chief benefits of legislation.’ 3 

‘tt The people who labor are poor because 
they do not receive their just due, that is 
what you mean. Then how can their rights 


be secüred?' 


* "That is too much for me -to say. I do 


not see how justice can. be established with 


out & social revolution.' 

“< You are not thinking of violence?’ 

** * No, I am thinking of peaceful methods, 
though we hav, as a nation, been fearfully 
taught that the violence is inevitable if right 
is crushed. The wrong must be exposed, 
the evil must be traced to its roots, the public 
sentiment must be educated, the public con- 
Science must be aroused. In the artificial 
complications of our civilization, men do not 
find it easy to detect the germ of the vast in- 
iquity. They are blinded by interest, by 
tradition, by falsehood. If a man robs an- 
other on the highway, we call it crime, and 
send the -culprit to prison. If a railway 


manager steals, millions by the well-known 


device of ** watering stock," that is no crime 


—it is financiering. If a corporation, in the 


wantonness of power, reduces the wages of a 
thousand men, and exposes five thousand 
souls to starvation, we clothe the outrage in 
the euphemism of—overproduction. 

“<The press is as helpless for good. A 
journal stands for the interests of its party; 
or, if it claims to be independent, it mainly 
reflects the current opinion—it cannot afford 
to be entirely just to an unpopular idea. The 
press never leads in a movement of radical 
reform. - i 

“The pulpit has exposed itself to a 
stronger condemnation. If judged by the 
fount, how 
many of the maxims recognized in society, 
how many methods of business or systems of 
industry, could stand the test? Yet where is 
the pulpit which ventures to attack the prej- 
udices or interests of the pews? When it 
touches social questions it is more liable than 
otherwise to deal igncrantly or deceitfully 
with them. One clergyman had this to say: 
“I do not see how a man who is able to make 
two million dollars while I hav made only & 
thousand, wrongs me in any way.” If it 
were possible for the wildest fancy to con- 
ceive that one man, however able, could hon- 
estly earn two thousand dollars while another, 
however incapable, was earning only one dol- 
lar, it would task a superhuman imagination 
to dream that one man could earn two mill- 
ions ina lifetime. If the pulpit will thus defy 
common sense, how can it aid in human ad- 
vancement?’ 

“Then if no help can be expected from 
these sources, what is your hope, Mr. Bow- 
ditch ? 

**! Tt is in the sublime fact that human nat- 
ure gravitates toward goodness and truth. 
That is the secret of all progress.. It is the 
intangible moral force behind all reform. 
Through the force of his moral instincts man 
has risen out of barbarism and superstition, 
in spite of popes and priests, in spite of kings 
and standing armies, in spite of prejudice and 
the power of wealth.’ f : 

~“ * Willit not yet be a long time to wait, 
Mr. Bowditch?’ . 

** t But we hav already gained something in 
our great conflict of emancipation. At first, 
the Abolitionists were as one against ten 
thousand ; but in thirty years they revolu- 
tionized the sentiment of the country. The 
lesson is our inspiration. We rejoice not 
alone that millions of slaves were set free; the 
richer fruits of the victory were seen in the 
overthrow of that power which, intrenched 
in government and church, and defended by 
political parties and the press, deemed itself 
invincible.. The new power—the monopoly 
power—which, in the confusion followin 
the war, rushed in to rebuild the demolishe 
throne, cannot make so long a battle. And 
the issue is almost identical. *' Justice to the 
producer!" is a war-cry that does not differ 
in meaning from *' Liberty to the slave!» ^?» 


While ‘‘ The Dawning” is not an ‘‘ Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin” in its power to arouse the 
mind, it certainly is a work of unusual merit 
as & novel, with the additional virtue that it 
may set its readers to thinking. Beacon Hill 
and Fifth avenue will be instructed by a 
thorough digestion of its contents. 


| INFIDEL Dzatn-Beps. By G. W.- Foote. 


London, Eng.: The Progressiv Publish. : < 
ing Co. Pp. 64. Price, 25 cents. ao ee 
This excellent work confutes thé Christian’). 2... - 
fabricated accounts of the horrors: of Infidel... . ia 
death-beds. Some years ago the Rev. Erskine.” - 
Neale published in England an. extensiv col- 
lation of such Christian campaign lies under. 
the title of ** Closing Scenes,” which was long. - 
popular and influential; but its falsity was. `` 
finally exposed, and .it fell into disrepute. . 
However, these falsehoods are still activly .,. 7 
circulated by preachers and religious papers, '' : 
and probably half the population of this ^, 
country would, if questioned on the subject, 
be found contentedly confident thatall dying .^, - 
Infidels shriek so they can be heard blocks |: + 
away. Mr. Foote givs the facts of the man- 
ner-of death of scores of eminent Infidels, of a 
whom ‘a few are: Lord Amberley, Lord. . >. 


, 


Bolingbroke, Bruno, Buckle, Carlile, Con- ~~.” 


dorcet, Danton, Diderot, George Eliot, Fred- SS 
erick the Great, Gambetta, Gibbon, Goethe, © . 
Hobbes, Hugo, Hume, Martineau, Mil, - 
Mirabeau, Paine, Shelley, Spinoza, Stràuss; -= . 
Volney, and Voltaire. Mr. Foote, among  - 
many valuable thoughts on the. subject, : 
remarks : : BU. jet 2 
“For my own part, while I hav known . 
many Freethinkers who were steadfast in |. ~ 
their principles in death, I hav never known a `, 
single case of recantation. The fact is, Chris- . `- *. 
tians are utterly mistaken on this subject. It . ri 
is quite intelligible that those who believein . ^.^ 
& vengeful God. and an everlasting hell, 9n 
should tremble. on ‘the brink of eternity ;' i 
and itis natural that they should ascribe to ^; ~> 
others the same trepidation., Buta moment’s |^ > 
reflection must convince them that this is fal- P 
lacious. The only terror in death is theap- ^; = -^ 
prehension of what lies beyond it, and: that 
emotion is impossible to a disbeliever. Profes- 
sor Tyndall, while repudiating Atheism him- : 
self, has borne testimony to the earnestness of. ' ^ . 
others who embrace it. ‘I hav known some~  :-. 
of the most pronounced among them,’ he..." 
says, ‘not only in life but in death—seen 
them approaching with open eyes theinexo- 
rable.-goal, with -no dread of a hangman’s. ~~ 
whip, with no hope of a heavenly crown, and ... . 
still as mindful of their duties, and asfaithful .. ~ 
in the discharge of them, as if their eternal. . ` 
future depended on their latest deeds?" 7. ^"... 


* God and His Book,” Part III., has just 
been brought out by Stewart & Co., London, 
Eng. It is written by the old favorit of Free- ; 
thought readers, ** Saladin.” -Anew book by T 
this author is a rich treat. .He possesses a d 


| depth and accuracy of learning which is of 


the greatest service in exposing Bible errors, 

while his style is exceptionally fascinating." `- 
His serious passages hav a vividness and vigor 

of language not unworthy. of Carlyle, and his 
lighter pages are in their humor and wit quite 
irresistible. In this book he addresses the: 
Lord in the first person, after & fashion of 
which this may serve as a sample: - 

‘« You are,no doubt, in some respects, & ~ 
very good God. I hav a lingering apprehen- 
sion that your book makes you much worse 
than you are, and that, if the said book were. ` 
competently corrected, you would appear in 
your true light, and command the respect of .. | 
all of us. Your careless and unrevised writ- 
ing has done you incalculable injury. Ihav. 
heard—likely so hav you—of a Georgia. 
merchant who, a short time ago, received 
the following order from a customer: ‘ Please 
send me one dollars worth of coffy, and one ~ 
dollars worth of shoogar, some small nales. 2 
My wife had a baby last nite, also two pad-- ‘ 
locks and a monkey rench. Through her. - 
husband’s careless composition this American 
woman was represented as bringing forth not ~ 
only ababy, but two padlocks and a monkey- 
wrench! Iapprehend it was some similarly - 
inadvertent writing on your part, O Lord, 
that has given the impression that a virgin 
bore you a son by the Holy Ghost. Iam 
sure you never would hav given such an im- 
pression in your sane senses and with time to | 
revise. I suspect I, even I, hav had expe-. 
riences somewhat similar to yours. .A good’: 
many years ago I wrote, ‘ Thisis Palm Sun- 
day. The compositor set it up, ‘ This is Sam 
Lundy.' I felt irritated, and wrote on the . 
margin of the proof, * Who the deuce is Sam. 
Lundy?” To my horror, when, next morning, ` 
Isaw the impression which had been thrown 
off, a certain sentence ran, ‘This is Sam `. & 
Lundy.—Who the deuce is Sam -Lundy? 
You, O Lord, in that extraordinary book of 
yours, must surely hav suffered from this 
Sort of thing. : ; 

**O holy Lord! where were you brought 
up? Your son was born in a stable; and, if 
you were brought up in one, I must excuse - 
you for the lack of refinement and even 
decency which characterizes much of your 
book. To tell you the candid truth, your, 
book is obscene. I could point you out pas- 
sage after passage, ad nauseam, which would 
incontrovertibly establish my assertion. But, 
if I were to do so, my book would be nearly 
as nasty as yours; and, although it may not 
shock the feelings and injure the reputation 
of a god to write an obscene book, it would 
shock the feelings and injure the reputation - 
of any ordinary human author, including the . ` 
one who at present, with so much candor, 
addresses you. : 


4 _ “ O Lord; there i8: another: 
. “should like-to-bring under ‘th: 
= mot mind thy book being c 
.° 7.5 .sclence; for what is science to 

"y. o, often alters its tune; and-I a: 
: . back thee -against:' science -: 
: ... cience -contradictstheé"as: it: 
J^. x, minds that hav Widely envisag 
ws .- Of being, is a small matter. Y 


nor, 0 itis, O Lord; thotcontradict: 

“a. this many times and. oft. 

thy. book j lf-contra 

through, from Genesis to Rc 

- by way. of men, let us t 
ginning. 


.: book'at hand: 


E 


i . desire, they will be supplied I 
.. "The Spiritualist: journal Lig 

. das been removed from Atlant 
tanooga, Tenn... : 


. - Our. Country, published at. 

this city, is doing. a meritorio 
culating “ Paine Vindicated;” 

~.. Ingersoll. "Thé Observer’ will 
—. that Thomas.Paine’s friends a 
and that itsslanders are n: 

|. =- posed... It ig too much to Bor 
the Observer's, editor will ever 
enough to admit that he is a 

. mendacious blackguard. : 


Woman, and Child,” * The D 
- dependence,” “About. Farm 
x “The Grant Banquet," ‘Thi 
Clark,” “The Past Rises b: 
PE Dream,” and.“ A Tribute to E 
~ . Some Mistakes of Moses. 
/ cloth; $1.95. ; 
Interviews on Talmage. \Paper, 50cts; 


-.. v* - plain cloth, $1.28. . ; 
E . per, 25 cents. 1 . 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 
EE Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah 8. Black, and Prof. 
E . George F. Fisher. Paper; 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10 cents. $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in. 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
could ps. delivered = -two ordinary lectures 
s makes.a grand. mission ocument. 
un Liberals should scatter it generously, ; 
“Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
: .& Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
me ener ot the paw Frangizean: b cents; 50 
ents per dozen; 95 c , $1; . 
K E > : Millions of these should be circulated. predia 
~> Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
das em ihe attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
' ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 10 cents. , 
Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 


u Large.size octavo; paper, 15 cents. 
S Ingersoll's Lectüres Complete. . 


ound in one yolume. To meet the demand. 


p for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
` : all his lectures, except the latest on “ Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 

calf, library style, and containing over 1,800 

' pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 


price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 


^ Tributes. There hav been so many 


applications for Mr. Ingersoll's ‘‘Tribute-to 

is Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “Grant 

; Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over 

- “Little Harry Miller's Grave," that they hav 

been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suita- 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded . 
to any address, for.b0cts, or either one for 15cts. 


, Prose Poems and Selections. This 

d new book is a gem. It is a model in every re- 

' spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 

best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 

ebrated * Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 

fore published, and all the famous “ tributes ” 

heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 

brought together till now, many other gems,” 

Selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 

ures; letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 

yersations of the author. The work is designed 

for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 

' arare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 

. ` ‘ purpose a fine-steel portrait, with autograph 
; ac simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 

x and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 

" gant library style, $4.50; in full Turke 
3 Tocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in f 

calf, highest possible style and finish, $9, 


: The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and 


‘Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 


life, price, $1.50 each. Every admirer of th 
apos es of Religious Liberty should hav them, 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
Superb photographs, 22x28, $5; panel, 1024x17, 

$3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents; card, 20 cts. 
i 3 Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 


By Gro. M. Davenrort. This is a little book— 
a pamphlet of 82 well-filled pages, costing only 
“a quarter,” but as full of meat as an egg. It is 
well called “ practical,” for we find nothing un- 
practical init, Hens, ducks, geese, and turkeys. 
are particularly discussed and their economic: 
breeding and keeping treated of. There are many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 
scale, and, all in all, it is a very useful addition p 
ihe poultry literature of the day. 

? TRUTH SEEKER Office, 
é 83 Olinton Place, New York. 


mo- 
tree 


"What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- | 


and interestingly written 
Paper, 50e; cloth, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., | 
` 83 Clinton Place, New York. 


A STUDY 
PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY 


BY LEWIS C. JANES. 


This book treats of the natural evolution of the 


Christian religion, its historical antecedents in. 


alestinian Judaism and Roman Paganism ; in- 
yestigates the history of the founder of Christian- 
ity inthelight of the latest scientific criticism of 
the New Testament; shows that the true story of 
the Man Jesus, and his genuin teachings are 
separable from, the later legendary accretions 
which hav confounded him with the mythical 
Christ, and traces the natural development of 
Christian dogma and ecclesiastical institutions. 
Complete references and full index. 820pp. 8vo, 
cloth, gilt top. Price $1.50.  . 

* fold at THE TRUTH SEEKER Office. 


A SKETCH OF THE LIFE 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA, 


OR THE . 


First Ten Decades of Our Era 


. BY . n 
DANIEL M. TREDWELL: 

Designed to show upon the authority of Histo 
that Apollonius of Tyana performed miracles an 
spoke wise sayings equal to those attributed to 

esus.Christ. 350pp., octavo, best style. Price $2.50. 

Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER office. 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


OR, 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 


. | BY 
H. J. SEIGNEURET, 
. Secularist. : 
Price, - 1 >» 10 cents. 


' Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
SACRED MYSTERIES 


x AMONG THE 
Mayas and tne Quiches 11,500 
Years Ago. : 


ORIGIN OF THE BIBLICAL MYTH 
By AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON. 


Illustrated. - - - Price, $2.50. 
For Sale at this office. 


CAPTA INS OF INDUSTRY: 


MEN or Business Wxo Dip SomETHING BESIDES 
Maxine MONEY. 


A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 
BY JAMES PARTON. 


This book contains 400 pages, plainly printed, 
treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 
helped the world; together with eight portraits. 
Mr. Parton's works neel no commendation. They 
are standard, 

$1.25. 


P rie», = - - - E 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


Price. $1.00. For sale at this ofice. 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS. 


The Heathens of the Heath. E finely 
Mes Ba ioa rome EN reeds: Day ot 


Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents ; cloth, $1.25. on 
Family Creeds. By William MeDon- 


nell, author of “Exeter Hall.” Price, cloth, 
$1.25; paper, 75 cents. 


Exeter Hall. * One of the most excit- 


ing romances of the day.’ Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest ahd Man. 

` A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 

George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404 pages. $1.25. 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story.. From the London edition. By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 
30 cents. ; 

All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
Miss Susan H. Wixon. “The great charm of 
this novelis its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 

ct to find, in such-a marked degree, even 
rom so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethoughtranks." Price, 
$1.50. Address ‘THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


2 


"TRAVELS !N FAITH | 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT 0. ADAMS. 


Oloth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 

Youth. By Susan H. Wixon, Without Super- 

. stition. he Only Illustrated Freethinkers’ 

Children’s Story-Book everissued. 66full-page 

and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heavy 

toned paper, broad. margins, illuminated 
covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1.25. 


Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 
the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 
e Young Folks, By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued at a reduced, price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has & 
photograph of the author which adds very 

much to the value of the volume. 
By 


Tre Youth's Liberal Guide. 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M, Price; $1.00. This 
volume aims at the education of youth in the 
principles of Freethought, at the same time 
that it inculcates moral duties aud human 
vights froma standpoint of pure reason and 
common sense. ddress THE TRUTH 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 
vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions. 

with numerous references and citations, tha 

are contradicted in terms by the same number 
of other propositions in the same book. Price 


25 cents. 


RAL LEAGUE No. 257 
Industrial Hall, Broad and 
[:80 r.m. for lectures and 
tious and social questions. 
he audience. N.B.—Truth 
bys on hand at cheap rates. 


SHAKSPERE. 
ikspere could not write. 
| Francis Bacon to the Earl 
AzD., 1590. By Wn, HENRY 
; For sale at this office. 


L- SALE! 
h accumulation of debts, I 
otice all my elegant stock 


ALE- COST. 
ond ear-drops $200, worth 
worth $2005 another pair, 
legant brooch, arabesque 
, worth $225; another, line 
; $220: worth $325; another, 
: same, $80, worth $1.35 
reductions. Smaller dia- 
below lowest market price, 


FELLOWS 


is a regular] educat- 
ed and legally quali- 
fied physician, an 
the most successful 
as his practice w. 
rove. He has for 
wenty years treated 
' exclusivly all diseases 
of the Sexual Organs 
in the cures of which 
he stands preeminent 
À SPERMATORRAGA 
and IMPOTENCY 
| as the result of self. 
{abuse in youth and 
sexual excesses in ma- 
turer years, causing 
night emissions by 
4 dreams, loss of sexua! 
power, renderin 
nd unhappy, etc., are cure 
tside application in sixty 
MEDICIN USED, Ibis one 
ble discoveries, which is en: 
h medical profession, It. is 
up, such as a pad, belt, pas- 
fo fane, but sim a medi- 
Enally on the parts affected, 
PREFERRED jon. Send five 2-cent stampt 
for his ** Private Counselor," giving full informe- 
tion. Address Dr. R. P. Fellows, ineland, N. J. 
and say where you saw this advertisment. 


N. B.—Dr. Fellows begs leave to say that he ir 
an Infidel of the most pronounced character. Bro. 
Liberals, your patronage 18 solicited. 


TOE, 


SHOPPELLS 
MODERN 


fus 


E ie 


*SHOPPEL's MODERN HOUSES” No. 3. 
(Just Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. 1 3 a 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply. all the neccessary pieces for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
for putting them together. 

While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than & 
toy. i 


t is, in fact, a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most, popular designs, 80 exact that itis useful to 
uilders. g 
"55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000) 
2 New Designs for Barns. 
1 New Design for a Chapel. g 
Drawings and description of 2 model Kitchen 
(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 
An Article on Villa Park Associations. 


SENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE; $1. 
Address : 
THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN A830'N. 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it. : 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents; 
twenty-five copies: for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish that the friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


THE MODERN BALAAM. 


Showing the Balaam of modern times to be the 


iests. isa Splendid pictorial argument. Price 
Caedasan, 30 conta: per hundred, $1.50. 
CHRISTIANITY 


A REWARD FOR CRIME. 
Substantiated by the Bible. 


BY 
. O. B. WHITFORD, M. D. 2 
Price 16 Cents. | Per Dozen, $1.00, 


TRUTH SEEKE 
Address THE pE BEDA York. 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
think era Convention, January 29, 1884. Price, 
10 cents. ! 


* . post. 


Taz people. of Elgin . i 
nnd of Marshaltown, 6: 
. Maquoketa, Iowa, sat- jo. 


Salvation Army strée 
soldiers now languish in: i E 
gangs of those ungodly. ei 


AT Newcastle, | Del., | 
Sept. 28th, four. colored | N 
and two white convicts’ . 
underwent the punish“! 
ment of the whipping- x 


- ALARMING labor agita: 
. tions and outbreaks are |: 
` constantly taking place 5 
in Belgium. Mn È 


Rrorme in Ireland is 
being resumed at inter- i 
vals. 

THE papuattys of; crei | 
‘mation in Germany is: 

rapidly increasing. 


LEGAL prohibition in 
Ohio is to be opposed by. 
a state organization of :: 
teńperance: advocates, 
who rely on moral, gua- j| 
sion to check the evils of L 
dram-drinking. : |; 


ON tie Home Rule | 
question it is' thought i 


that some compromise |: 
will be found in the way ; 

of extending large meas- | 
ures of local gor i 


to- Ireland. 
— Qux noted New York 
politician, Peter B., 


. Sweeny, who has re- | 
‚cently returned .from | n 
Europe, reports such dis. ' 


‘content and paar d 


ary tendency among the 


people ef every country 


in Europe as to justify expectations of imme- 


diate outbreaks and wars. 


Tar power that is most activ in sutordug 
the R. I, Prohibitory law is the Republican 
- party, the cause being its desire for Pro- 

_hibitionists’ votes. me 


"Two eminent . European. Sodlalists, Mr. 


l Aveling, of England, and Herr Liebknecht, 


of any, are in this Suey agitating in 
favor or Socialism. E 
Ox Sept. 25th four boycotting cigar- 


makers were arraigned in a United States 
court at Buffalo, N. Y., for conspiracy, and 
will be tried in November. ; 


., AT the recent departure of the Salvation 
Army from Fishkill, N. Y., four young girls 
; left their families and ran away with male 
` members of that organization. 


In Spain, on Sept. 19th, an insurrection 
was attempted with the object of establishing ! 
a republic, but the effort was ill-organized 
und weak, and was suppressed. 


Tue agent of the New York Cremation 
Society complains of opposition made by relig- 


inus people on the grounds that ** the practice 


of cremation is incompatible with a belief in 
the resurrection." 


Two thousand indictments of liquor-sellers 
of this city for violations of excise laws are 
dishonestly withheld from trial by being 
stowed away in the . pigeon-holes of the 
district-attorney's office. 

In nearly all the counties of Ontario, Can., 


where the local Prohibition act has been 
udopted, all Prohibitionists attempting its. 


“forcement are being terrorized and threat- 


«ned by: the liquor-dealers, and several hav 
narrowly escaped death by dynamite. | 


On Sept. 25th. Wm. Alden was tried for 
theft from St. Pauls church at Mott Haven, ! 
N. Y., and sentenced to one year’s imprison- | 
ment. In view of the way our non-tax-pay- 
ing churches obtain most of their wealth, 
why not make such charges ‘rece! ving | 
stolen property ?” 


' Henry: Ggonaz will formally accept the 
nomination for mayor of this city on the 5th, 
and will commence an activ campaign, with | 
. frequent public addresses and a liberal distri- 
bution. of- campaign literature. Some poli- 


ticians view his rivalry with dismay, but the 
majority contemptuously predict the usual 
defection at the polls of expected labor-reform 

Po ‘voters. : | 


Odds and. Ends, 


i UNDER the laws.of the. ‘Pilgrim fathers a man. 
could -not-kiss-his wife-on -Sundays,.. 


this must hav been something of. a hardship., ; 


A FALI-CRICK VIEW.OF THE. EARTHQUAKE: u 

Ikin hump my back and take the rain, 
And Í don't keer how-shé pours; -~ 

I can keep kind o’ ca/m.in a thunder-storm, 
No matter how loud she roars; 

I hain’t much skeered o! the lightnin’, 
Nor I hain't sich awful shakes 

Afeared o’ cyclones—but I don't want none 
O’ yer dad-burned old earthquakes ! 


As long as my legs keeps stiddy, z 
And long 2s my head keeps plumb, 
And the buildin’ stays in the front lot, 
I still can whistle some ! 

But about the time the old clock 
Flops off'n the mantel shelf, 

And the burro skoots for the kitchen, 
I'm a goin’ to skoot myself ! 


Plague take! ef you keep me stabled 
While any earthquakes is round, 

I'm jist like the stock—I’l! beller, 
And break for the open ground! 

-. And I ‘low you!ll be as nervous, 

And in jist about my fix, 

When yer whole farm slides from under you, - 
And on’y the mor'gage sticks ! 


Now, cars hain't a-goin’ to kill you ` 
Ef you don’t drive ’crost the track; 
Creditors never'll jerk you up 
Ef you go and pay ’em back; 
You kin stand all moral and mundane storms 
Ef you'll only just behave— 
But a’ EARTHQUAKE—Wwell, ef it wanted you, 
It 'ud husk you out o’ yer grave !—Puck, 
IN A DIME MUSEUM. ' 


' And there was the living skeleton—the anti fat 
f 


man (after takihg)—a kind of phantom, a sort o: 


animated ramrod or bone knife, with the edze|' 


:always toward you. He could sleep comfortably 


dn & floor crack, or oraw, through & gas pipe with- 
“out touching the sides, , ;He couldn't go out on a 


windy day without an anchor, This was the idea 
I got from the canvas. But of course it wasn’t 
quite as bad as that, for I learned afterward that 
the skeleton man was simply an ex-Methodist 
country preacher. 

He had feasted for ten mortal years on ** dona- 
tions,” , 

When I first saw him his bones had quit showing 
through the skin. This despite the fact that his 
fare was limited to pickles three times a day, 
with vinegar, Still this rich diet. impaired much 
of his usefulnéss, even for à preacher. When I 
got familiar with him I became a favorit, When 
Elder Pickles leaned up-against me for exercise he 
made a deep impression on me. 

Or crease rather. 

“Jim, my boy,” he once said; dubiously, with a 
shake of the head. “if this thing ‘goes on [re 


ferring to his crowing size), Im afraid—I'n 


afraid "—— 
* Afraid o’ wot, Pickles?” I inquired, 
“ Afraid I shall hav to go to preaching again. 


_ | A year or two on donations would just fix me,”. 


We. can- 
imagin: that in-those remote, old-fashioned days- "but. that might overdo. iff? 


«T tell j yer 
ab” above yer 
size." - 

"t What is f Jimm P te 
i “Start er religious book. Thore” . . 
Í t That ain't. a bad- -Adeà, Jim,” he responded, 


v Well; then, ptart ‘out ter eolléci à à millyün. dol-: 
> lars for a monyerment, and don't éat-nuthin’ till 
yer get the first-dollar.” © ^ 

; “That also might:bring me down too fine, 
` Jim. Ld adi 
“Take a steerage passage to Liverpool, then—or 
put up at a fashionable boarding-house. I say, 

Pickles, if yer really want ter see yer own bones 

again, take out a patent on perpetual motion and 

try ter make her work," 
| “All. excellent suggestions, Jim," replied the 

- élder; “but I think I'd better go to preaching and 

try to build à church. 

Iguess? — 
| i" Betcher life it will, Pickles ! mI ejaculated, 

with feeling. 

Whenever the elder gave nie his hand.to take a 
walk I always felt as if I were handling edged 

tools. g 3 i 
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A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York -Observer slandérous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the-Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 
` both the slanders and 
their refutation, 

BY ROBERT G. (SUERSOLE, 

: Ur 


. The New York Observer (Piesbyterian) having 
recently: ‘reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet: should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. 


90pp. Price 10 cents; 12 copies, $1. 


A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death. 
bed of Thomas Paine: 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine's 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hay written the alleged account. 


18pp. Price 5 cents; 26 for $1.00. 
For thése fwo pamphlets address 
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‘That'll keep me down, 


so many thousand occasions. 
rced:ito the conclusion that 
s are their/principal stock in. 


e a public "E or. non-ex- 
h 


barmy will lory rd his think- 


ü j found’ were a 
Fal publié library. This is never 
pout: of season: therefore, 
pn noy.--Carlyle mi 

T For the pleasure ; ‘and dés 
[B light - ot, 


, knowledge and 


à all- other: in: natüre, 
*: shall the pleasures: of the 
| affections..so exceed. the 
enses a8; much, 88 the ob- 
ng of’ lesire , or victory 


“ner; and must ‘not, of con- 
# sequence, pleasures of the 
| -intellect:‘or’ understanding 
"| exceed the: pleasures of the 
"affections ?; We: see in all 
| other. , pleasures. there is 
S satiety, and, after they be 
|: uséd)-their verdure :depart- 
& eth}: which: showéth well 
5 hey be but fecettacor pleas- 


DR 4hatit vus nóvelty which 
^-pleaséd and not: the qual- 
^ ity; :ánd, therefore; we see 


‘no satiety, but satisfaction 
nd. appetite’ are-perpetu- 
-ually interchangeable, and, 
‘therefore, appeareth to be’. 
good in itself simply, with-. 
out fallacy: or- accident.— 
; "Lord Bacon. 


“ON looking over.the world 
thé cause of nine parts in 
ien of the lamentable fail- 
ure3 which d ccür in men's 
* undertakings; and. darken 
‘and. degrade, 80-!much of their history, lies, 
not ‘in ‘the want-¢f talents or the will to use 
them, but in the vabillating and desultory mode of 
using them, in-flying from object to object, in 
‘starting awayxat each little disgust, and thus 

$ which might conquer, any one 
f f difüculties 80 large that no 
The smallest 


fo 
difficulty to a eerie 
human force cam conquer them. 
‘brook on earth 
owed. out for. self a, considerable valley to flow 
in. The wildest tempest overturns a few cot- 
tages, uproots a few trees, and leaves, after a 
short space; no mark behind it. Commend me, 
therefore, to the Dutch virtue of perseverance. 
Without it all the rest are little better than fairy 
gold; which glitters in your purse, but when taken 
to market proves to be.slate or  cinders,—Cartyte's 
Letters, - 

WoxEN are by nature more excitable than men 
—prone to'be swept: by. tides of emotion proceed- 
ing from hidden and inward, as well as from 
obvious and external, causes; and female educa- 
tion does its best to. weaken, every physical 
counterpoise to this nervous mobility—tends in 
all ways to stimulate the emotional part of: the 
mind and stunt the rest. We find girls naturally 
timid, inclined to dependence, born ,conservativs ; 
| and we teach them that independence i is unlady- 
ike, that faith is the right frame of mind, and 


' that, whatever we may be permitted, and; indeed, | 


"encouraged, to do to:our brother, our sister is to 
| be left to the tyranny of authority and tradition. 
' With few insignificant exceptions, girls hay been 
‘educated either to’ bé drudges or toys beneath 
man, or a sort of angel above him, The possi- 
bility that the ideal of womanhood hes neither in 
the fair saint nor in the fair sinner; that the 
female type of character is neither better nor 
worse than the male, but only weaker; that 
women are meant neither to be man’s guides nor 
their playthings, but their comrades, their fel- 
lows, and their equals, as far as nature puts no 
bar to that equality, does not seem to hav en- 
tered into the minds of those who hav had the 
conduct of the education of girls.—Husley's Lay 
Sermons, 

. Moses had been an Egyptian priest, and. the 


en cruel and mean,in so many 


e circle. where a thinker is - 


that -voluptuous men turn ` 


“by continuing to run, has hol-- 


E 
edeth. a song ‘oradin- - ` 


unity of God was a fundamental article of that _ 


religion. 3 
the more iutelligent inhabitants of the desert. 
Whether, therefore, we regard that great man as 
an Egyptian or an Arab, it can scarcely be doubted 
that the views which he held of the deity were as 
truly unitarian as those of Mohammed or Abdul- 
Wahhal. It is, however, quite certain that to the 
people whom he led Jehovah was merely an 
invisible Bedouin chief who traveled with them 
ina tent, who walked about the camp at night, 
and wanted it kept clean; who maneuvered the 
troops in battle; who delighted in massacres and 
human sacrifice; who murdered people in sud- 
den fits of rage; who changed his mind; who en- 
joined petty larceny and employed angels to teli 
lies; who, in short, possessed all the vices of the 
Arab character. He also possessed their ideal 
wishes, for he prohibited immorality and com- 
manded them to be hospitable to the stranger; to 
be charitable to the poor; to treat with kindness 
the domestie beast and the captiv wife.—Reade's 
Martyrdom of Man, . 


ALL of us who are worth anything spend our 
manhood in unlearning the follies or expiating 
the mistakes of our youth,—Sneitey's Lettera, 


m 


The unity of God was also the tenet of ` 
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i ROBBING THE FAMILY TO FEED DRONES. 


Slates and Clippings. 


In consequence of the objections of the 


. religious people of Birmingham to the em- 


ployment of Christians in the free library on 
Sunday, a number of Jews hav been engaged 
as attendants. 


AT Birmingham, Eng., recently, William 
Nokes, a captain in the Salvation Army, was 
charged with deserting his wife and family, 
"who had in consequence become chargeable 
to the parish. When arrested he said he had 
been serving the Lord, and while he was 
doing that somebody else must look after his 
wife and children, as he had no time for such 
matters. On being sentenced to a month's 


' imprisonment with hard labor, he called out 


loudly, ‘‘ Praise the Lord for all things; that 
is what I wish!” He was removed shouting, 
'* Praise the Lord!” 


Dorne a sermon in the cathedral last night 
against the public schools, Rev. Father Kear- 
ney is reported as saying that these institu. 
tions ‘‘are for paupers of the city." True, 
the poorest child is admitted to the public 
schools, but on an.equality with the rich. 
est, and the blackest child on an equality 
with the whitest, the Jew with the Christian; 
and that catholic quality of equal rights for 
all classes, creeds, and conditions is one of 
the great virtues of the public school system, 
which Father. Kearney admits. But Father 
Kearney objects that the public schools afford 
only secular, worldly education. True, but 
as the masses are to be fitted for secular pur- 
suits and not for the priesthood, secular 
education is necessary to their welfare, and 


without some measure of worldly welfare the 
individual in the present state of society 
makes but a sorry Christian.—Pittsburgh 
Penny Press. 


SincE 1884 there hav been constructed in 
Rome over thirty-two edifices for monks and 
nuns at a cost of something like $6,000,000. 
In addition, the Jesuits hav during the past 
twelve months purchased a large number of 
buildings already completed, among which is 
included the well-known Hotel Constanzi, and 
its appurtenances, which alone cost $1,000,- 
000. One of the. best-known architects in 
the city has received orders to superintend 
the erection of four great ecclesiastical col- 
leges, one of which is for American Catholic’ 
students. 


Rossta is peculiarly rich in surprising sects 
and associations, but the most astounding is 
one lately brought to light bearing the 
ominous title of ‘‘ The Red Death.” Its 
members affect to believe that he who con- 
sciously permits another to suffer prolonged 
pain commits a mortal sin. In order to 
abbreviate the sufferings of humanity it is a 
matter of conscience with them to kill the 


‘sick, that they may be put out of their pain 


quickly. The association takes its name 
from the fact that its executioners, dressed in 
red for the occasion, strangle their victims 
with a red cord, placing them for the pur- 
pose upon a red catafalque, beneath the dull 
reddish light of an oil lamp. This strange 
and horrible association was brought to light 
by the energetic opposition interposed by a 
man in Saratoi when his mother and sister 
endeavored to strangle his sick wife. He 
called in the authorities, who hav already 


arrested some forty members of the murder- 
ous sect. Their organization seems to bea 
transference from India to Muscovite soil of 
the worship of Bohwanee, the religion of the 
Thugs. 


M. pe MonrILLET, wel known for his re- 
searches on primitiv man, and Radical deputy 
of Seine-et-Oise, as mayor of St. Germain has 
decreed that all municipal officials shall send 
their children to the municipal schools on 
pain of dismissal. He is so convinced of the 
excellence of secular education, says the 
Times correspondent, that he will not allow 
the parents under his rule the option of 
Catholic schools. If M. de Mortillet were a 
Catholic and would not allow Secularists the 
privilege of selecting the schools for their 
children, he would be called a bigot. 


Tue recent revision of the Bible has done 
much to shake the faith of the younger Non- 
conformists of England. An eminent Non- 
conformist thus explains it: ''The late 


| Thomas Carlyle remarked that Dean Stanley 


was, a8 usual, boring holes in the bottom of 
the Church of England; but the dean never 
bored half so big a hole in the church’s bot- 
tom as he did in the bottoms of the dissenting 
sects when he procured their coóperation in 
that great work of the Bible revision. The 
Bible was the one great Christian tradition to 
which they clung. Practically they regarded 
it as a thing fallen from heaven with every 
word and stop complete; but by the Bible 
they meant the English version. ‘Where 
you do open un,’ said an old Dissenter once 
to me, ‘there read un.’ But now where is 
this old belief? As strong as ever possibly 
among the elder ones, but what about the 


young? How can the doctrin of verbal in- 
spiration stand in the presence of a parallel 
New Testament with two different texts 
ranged side by side? The Wesleyans find 
their favorit passages grievously transmog- 
rified with ‘Turn again,’ or ‘Turn,’ for ‘Be 
converted.’ The Baptists find one of their 
loci classic? removed to the margin, and an- 
other seriously maimed.” 


Tur Rev. Jo. Cook is a bawling mounte- 
bank, whose advocacy of any cause is 
enough to condemn it, and whose opposition 
to any cause is prima facie evidence that the 
cause is worthy of the support of respect- 
able men. ''I say come on with your 
schemes of confiscation and forced loans,” 
screams this reverend blatherskite from his 
perch in Tremont Temple; ‘‘ come on with 
your graded income taxes and irredeemable 
currency, under universal suffrage, and if 
you are sufficiently frank in proclaiming 
the doctrins of your ringleaders, then, under 
military necessity, and even here in the 
United States, we must get rid of universal 
suffrage, and we shall! Rather than allow 
these things we shall hav one of the fiercest 
of civil wars.” ‘ We,” Jo Cook and his 
tongue—combination everlasting of brass and 
leather—propose to do wonders if the world 
holds out. But why, Jo Cook, do you yell at 
Anarchists for wishing to overthrow a gov- 
ernment that displeases them, and with that 
same unruly mouth of yours proclaim your 
intention of overthrowing the government if 
it displeases you? You aberrant and enor- 
mous ass, what do you mean by your dithy- 
rambic debacchation? You conductitious 
windbag of podagrous Plutus, who do you 
think you are?— Winsted Press, 
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' by ecclesiastics. 


Communications. 


The Church and its Influence. - 


Draper says Latin Christianity is responsible for 
the condition of Europe from the fourth to the six- 
teenth century. The church has always claimed that 
the world was indebted to her for its morals; yet the 
historian informs us that at one time in England 
there were one hundred thousand women made dis- 
solute by the clergy. The idea of the church being 
a great moral teacher can hardly be reconciled with 
its insatiable lust for gold. The methods of the 
church hav been reduced to a perfect system for 
profit and plunder.. For gold she has sold licenses 
for the commission of the blackest crimes, murder in- 
cluded, while Christianity held all Europe under 
Sway, when the happiest results should hav been 
looked for. The people lived in rude huts, which 
would not now be considered fit for our domestic 
animals. Men, women, and children slept in the 
same room, and dogs, fowls, and pigs were frequently 
joint occupants. Their houses are described as 
“dens of pollution, swarming with vermin.” Their 
food consisted of black bread and the coarsest vege- 
tables, and even the barks of trees. Their clothing 
was frequently wisps of straw twisted or tied around 
the body. Human flesh was sometimes cooked and 
sold in the market. Epidemics were frequent, and 
the death-rate terrific. In 1258 fifteen thousand died 
in the city of London. 

The poor had no medical treatment except holy 
relics and shrine cures. In every part of Europe 
offices were filled with ecclesiastics, who were noted 
for voluptuousness and gluttony. There was a 
double government—a local government and a church 
government, the local government always dominated 
The revenues of the local govern- 
ment rarely equaled the revenues of the church; 
church dignitaries vied with each other in regard to 
the number of slaves they possessed. The country 
swarmed with beggars, while a vagabond clergy 
strolled from place to place with indulgences and 
holy relics, sucking up what little remained of the 
people’s substance. All ambition for learning died 
out. There were no schools except for the education 
of church dignitaries. The church, instead of edu- 
cating the people, depended on their ignorance for 
its revenues. Ignorance was believed to be the 
mother of devotion—and a devoted class they were, 
but not to the interests of human kind. ` 

No attention was paid to highways. Journeys 
could not be safely undertaken. Every swamp and 
forest was thronged with Christian highwaymen. 
The robber would insist that the victim shouid say 
his prayers before having his throat cut. How could 
there be safety when the church was selling indul- 
gences for thett and robbery? Such crimes were not 


, 88 likely to be punished as heresy. Travel consisted 


ey in pilgrims straggling to shrine or sacred 
relic, 

‘Prayers of the priests were depended upon to 
keep epidemics from cities reeking with filth, The 
general ignorance was such that the people believed 
that the prayers of the priests could influence the 
weather and deliver them from impending calamities. 
. At one time a peculiar disease broke out among 
the people. It raged with great virulence, and went 
from the highest church dignitary to the lowest beg- 
gar. Shrine cures and holy relics failed to reach 
the case. cclesiastics laid it to a certain taint in the 
atmosphere. Certain it is that if the clergy had been 
faithful to their vows of chastity they would not hav 
been reduced to the most loathsome objects, as thou- 


' sands of them were. 


The relic business was carried to the most ludi- 
crous extent that could be imagined. The savior's 
crown of thorns was on exhibition at many different 
places at the same time. Spears which pierced his 
side were on exhibition at numerous places. In 
short, such was the power of the priesthood and 
such the ignorance of the people that their money 
could be extorted with anything which had the 
smack of sanctity. 

Much of the property belonged to the church, 
which recognized no law except its own enactments. 
It virtually held the power of life and death over 
the people. Places were given to those who would 
do the most for the church. Though Christianity 
had its origin among the meek and lowly, the poor 
no more expected preferment than so many swine. 
Bribery and fraud were practiced without a blush. 
Licenses, indulgences, and places were in the market, 
and at any time to be had for money. 

The clergy joined in the hot scramble, and thought 
only of turning their spiritual ministries and sacra- 
ments into profit. Purgatory was becoming depop- 
ulated on account of indulgences. The church had 
become a monarchy, and the Inquisition rendered its 
power irresistible. To oppose the church was to 
meet death by fire. The more the church grew in 
power the more atrocious it became. 

To be accused was equal to a death-warrant. One 
was not allowed even to know the name of his ac- 
cuser, nor could he hav any legal adviser. He was 
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tortured on suspicion. The Inquisition never learned 
to pity. The family of the accused was disgraced 
and ruined, and his property confiscated to enrich 
the church. Places in the church were sold at auc- 
tion. Priestly robes were only covers for wicked- 
ness. 
The priest was the real ruler of the household. 
At every marriage, birth, and death the services of 
the priest were indispensable. There was but one 
policy, and that was the aggrandizement of the 
church. The individual, the family, and the state 
were swallowed up by the church. Nothing was 
done to advance civilization, or ameliorate the con- 
dition of the masses, ; ; 
For more than a thousand years Europe did worse 
than to stand still; she actually went backward. 
Every attempt at intellectual development was throt- 
tled, until the people became as ignorant as beasts. 


At one time it was estimated that ninety per cent of 
the people could not write their own names. Igno- 
rance, insufficient clothing, filth, improper food, and 
inadequate shelter brought their harvests of pes- 
tilences. Our population doubles in about twenty-five 
rule the population of 
During 
these years of poverty, pestilence, and death never 
did the world see more magnificent churches; never 


years. Under Christian 
Europe did not double in a thousand years. 


were church dignitaries so fat and well-fed. While 
this was the condition of those favored by the 
church, thousands of the neglected poor lay on beds 
of sickness, with no physician or medicin except the 
mummery of the priest. 

This condition of things throughout Europe should 
be taken as a fair test of the unopposed workings of 
ecclesiastical rule, During these centuries of igno- 
rance and suffering the church was not only the 
power behind the throne, but the throne itself. 

Such are the consequences, of ignoring the useful 


and proper things of this earth and turning the sole 


attention to an imaginary kingdom; such the conse- 
quences .of starving both mind and body to find 
favor with redeemers, Virgins, and dead saints; such 
the consequences of a belief in prayers, infallible 
ecclesiastics, revelations, Gods, Ghosts, supernatural 
remedies, holy relics, shrines, and miracles. 

The secret of the despotic power of the church 
finds its root in the belief that God has written his 
will in a book which contains all the knowledge need- 
ful for man; that whenever a man acts differently 
from what is laid down in the book, he acts contrary 
to God's will, and therefore deserves hell—and forth- 
with the believers in the book proceed to administer 
it. Thus we are constantly drawn back as by the 
power of a magnet to the ignorance and superstition 
of three thousand years ago. 

The effect is to rob a nian of his independence, 
and put a quietus on human progress; in short, to 
forbid man ever to rise above the ignorant age in 
which his so-called “ divine will” originated. This is 
demonstrated by the condition of Europe for more 
than a thousand years—held spell-bound by a 
dominant church and a designing priesthood. 

If I am to be reduced to a state of ignorance and 
slavery, I care but little whether it is in the name of 
a devil or a.reputed savior.. Even the priests and 
ministers of to-day are not satisfied unless they are 
forging chains to enslave the mind. Somebody must 
be on his knees, or in tears, or at the confessional, or 


in a penitential mood. Some must be harassed with . 


the fear of hell or the danger of losing heaven. Will 
men ever learn that their highest duty is to their 
kind, to make the most and best of this life? It is 
man, and not God, who most needs our help. 

If we are doomed to hell, fretting over the situ- 
ation will not help us. But it will be found in the 
end that he will get the most hell and do the least 
good in the world who frets the most about the 
danger of losing heaven. 

The baleful influence of the church cannot be bet- 
ter exemplified than in the conquests of Mexico and 
Peru by the Christian Spaniards. They overthrew a 
heathen civilization and planted Christianity in its 
stead. But, O ye lovers of justice and humanity, 
witness the change! These countries were ruined by 
these Christian conquerors—plunged into anarchy 
and finally reduced to slavery. 

Whichever way the murderous columns were 
headed, they were preceded by the cross. The 
priest and the crucifix were necessary appendages 
to every plundering expedition. At the behest of 
the minions of the church these unoffending nations 
were robbed of incalculable treasure, most of which 
ultimately found its way into the coffers of the 
church. 

In the name of God they murdered these helpless 
people until the country was deluged in blood and 
the soil made rich with decaying carcasses. Such 
acts of brutality, such deep-laid plans of treachery, 
all in the name of heaven, are recorded on but very 
few pages of history. : 

These Christian conquerors found a people well up 
inlearning and the arts; rich in agricultural prod- 
ucts and mineral wealth; with a government well 
adapted to their advanced condition—a free and inde- 
pendent people. In the name of God, and through 
he instigation of the supporters of the church, these 
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empires were overturned. All that remained -of — 
these advanced peoples and fertil and prosperous 
countries were blood, bones, ashes, and slavery. But 


they found them heathen—they left them Christian. ., 


Of course, in the sight of the Christians’ God oné ig- - 
norant, ‘bloodthirsty Christian is of more. conse- ` 
quence then ten thousand intelligent, prosperous - 
heathen. ee S5 

When the art of printing was introduced, of 
course the church must manifest its blind stupidity 
as usual. 

When it is considered that millions of Bibles are 
printed and distributed by the church; that every 
Christian denomination has its papers and period- 
ieals; that religious books, pamphlets, and tracts 
are as plenty as snow-flakes in winter, one would . 
think that the church would hav hailed the art of ` 
printing as the greatest blessing to the race. . Not 
so. The early printers were denounced by the . 
church and accused of being in league with the ~ 
devil, and for a long time no book could be printed 
without a permit from the church. Before a book ` 
could be published it must.be duly examined by.a 
certain nümber of clergymen and a certificate ob- 
tained that it was a godly and orthodox book. For _ 
years nobody dare publish a book, under heavy pen- 


'alties, without a license from the church. 


Learned societies were discouraged and even sup- 
pressed by the church: Some of those societies be- 
gan to apply the same rigid rules to the dogmas of 
the church that they did to the investigation of other 
matters. The church had nothing to rely on but the 
Bible and miracles. Such proof did not satisfy the 
societies, and to settle the difficulty the church sup- 
pressed the societies—one as late as 1657. 

When science began to teach that ill-ventilated 
houses, improper food, filth and dirt, were bids for 
pestilences, the church replied that “ pestilences were 
visitations from God for the sins of the wicked.” 

Any attempt to palliate the sufferings and improve 
the condition of woman was looked upon as a crime. 
It was asserted that God had pronounced a curse 
upon her, and to alleviate her pains and smooth the 
rugged road which she was called to travel was to 
thwart the will of God. . 

When better houses, better food, and cleanlier 
raiment began to giv longer life and better health, 
the church claimed that man was becoming vaif and 
puffed up with pride, and that his vanities and lux- 
uries found no parallel in the life.of the meek and 
lowly savior, and to fare better than he was to. ex- 
pose them to the dangers of hell. A pair of leather 
breeches worn for years without cleansing, often 
greased to keep them from chafing, then plentifully 
perfumed to neutralize the unpleasant odor, was far 
more acceptable to the average Christian than gar-- 
ments which could be easily washed and often 
changed. The theory seemed to be that the more a 
Christian stunk on earth the happier he would be in. 
heaven. 

Up to the sixteenth century, and eyen later, it was 
a cardinal doctrin of the church that it was wicked 
to hav any enjoyment; that the life of Christ was a 
scene of suffering; that he was a man of sorrows;' 
that the more men suffered the more they were like 
Christ and the surer they were to meet, him at the 
right hand of God. This world counted as nothing 
—it “was all a fleeting show.” “Dark and stormy 
is the desert through which pilgrims make their 
way” was the burden of the Christian song. 

Men tortured themselvs by fasting and starving; 
Smiles were regarded as the devil’s wrinkles; sick- 
ness was believed to bring one nearer to God; in” 
short, to liv decent lives and enjoy some degree of 
comfort was to forget God and serve the devil. The 
life of Blaise Pascal is a case in point, and it is a 
curious cage to consider. One of the finest intellects 
that France ever produced had this suffering mania 
so impressed upon his mind by early church education 
that for years he lived on the coarsest fare, suffered 
every privation; even wore a leather girdle around 
him filled with little, irritating spikes until his body 
became a festering mass; and when the pain was not 
sufficiently acute he would push the spikes into the 
living flesh with his arms, to keep him constantly re- 
minded of the sufferings of Christ. In short, to gain 
heaven he was for years committing a slow, painful 
suicide. The “Thoughts” of Pascal are a great treas- 
ure in the church to-day. He was one of the most 
acute mathematical reasoners of his day. France 
could boast of but very few families who were the 
mental superiors of the Pascal family. Yet such was 
the debasing influence of Christian teaching that 
they believed in ghosts, witches, shrine cures, 
demons, and all the rest of the silly trash to the end 
of the Christian chapter. 

If Christian teaching could thus degrade and de- 
base the first intellects of France, I ask the intelli- 
gent reader to ask himself what must hav been the 
condition of the ignorant masses. Is it any wonder 
that they depended upon priests, and prayers, and 
shrine cures, and that filth and disease mowed down 
their harvests of victims? l 

Finally it began to dawn upon the minds of a few 
of the more knowing that to produce better men 
there must be better conditions. Somehow, in spite 
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of the teaching of the church . that Christianity was 

the grand panacea for all the ills of life, it came to be 
partly understood that poverty, ignorance, and 
squalor were the hotbeds of crime and disease. It 
was only when the people began to doubt that 
plagues and pestilences were ‘visitations from God” 
‘that better conditions were sought for. 

It is next to impossible for the people at the 
. present time to understand how the masses, high 
; and low, of that day were hedged in by the infernal 
hag of superstition. 

In the year 1600, the same year that Bruno was 

burnt at Rome, a trick horse was put on exhibition. 
The horse was indicted and tried before 8 regular 
court, found guilty of being possessed of the devil, 
and sentenced to be burnt. And the sentence was 
actually executed. 

The man who discovered the philosophy of. the 
‘rainbow was put in prison and kept there until the 
day of his death. In his coffin he was brought be- 
fore an ecclesiastical court and tried for heresy, and 
his body, with a lot of heretical books, was devoured 
by the flames. : . Joun Pecr. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
—— —— 9-4 9— —————— 


The Victim Tells His Story. 


It was in the month of November, 1884, that the 
ship Valiant, of Rajah Gauput Lingh, of Calcutta, 
arrived in the harbor of New York. I was-on board 
that ship till she lay there for about a month and a 
. half. The first cold wave of the month of December 
dissipated all my hopes of making the North my 
home, and I took steamer for New Orleans. There I 
stayed for eighteen months. Mr. Sol Stern, of the 
New Orleans Moss ginnery, and Mr. George Purves, 
of the sash factory, proved very good friends to me. 
I worked and lived very comfortably under their 
patronage. The editor of the 7'imes- D2mocrat, Mr. 
Whitney, and the secretary and members of the 
Young Men's Christian Association, of that city, 
were very kind and hospitable. 
evenings and holidays in their pleasant company. 
They used to enjoy the information they received 
from me on ihe Hindoos and their beliefs. I hav 
also spoken there in public meetings, and occasion- 
ally contributed to the Z'mes- De"nocrat. As soon as 


I went there I opened an account with the Germania’ 


Savings Bank of that place. The account is still 
running. On the face of all these facts, ons of the 
Ohristians of Ocean Grove has been pleased to pub- 
lish in the Naw York Sun of the 29th of last August 
that I had been stranded in New Orleans by missing 
my steamer for New York, and that I had appealed 
. toa gentleman for a five-cent postage-stamp for a 
‘foreign letter. On reading the said issue of the New 
York Sun it will be seen that tae Methodist has very 
ingeniously p'aced the story as if told by a stranger 
who had been at Ocean Grove to visit me. Now, 
this stranger was no other than Mr. Gopal Vinayak 
Joshee, of Bombay, who has been lecturing in the 
North and West, from San Francisco to New York. 
No sooner did I read the Ocean Grove version in the 
said issue than I wrote a letter to the editor of the 
New York Sun protesting against the false state- 
ment, but that gentleman has not been pleased to 
publish my letter. Mr. Joshee has never been to 
New Orleans as yet. We both left India in 1884 
and tock different routes; Mr. Joshee, via China and 
Japan, landed at San Francisco, and I, via Cape 
of Gsod Hope,'at New York. We were thus sepa- 
rated for over two years, and were anxious to meet 
each other. In June last I found myself out of work 
„on account of the destruction of the factory in New 
Orleans, and, summer being a dull season there, I 
came North with a view of meeting Mr. Joshee, as 
well as finding some situation. As soon as I arrived 
in Asbury Park I found something to do.: Mr. M. S. 
Gould, the mayor of this place, has been very kind 
to me since our first visit. But the case is different 
with the people of Ocean Grove. One day while I 
was engaged in my work some three tall-hatted gen- 
tlemen approached me, and, looking at my dress and 
features, asked my antecendents, nationality, and 
beliefs. On hearing that I was a Hindvo, and an un- 
converted Hindoo, and that I had no faith in the go- 
called Ghristian missionaries in India, one of the 
three turned his back coldly on me and walked away, 
while the other two were still questioning and listen- 
ing to me patiently. Subsequently I came to know 
that they were the pastors as well as the peace 
officers of the Ocean Grove combination of etate and 
church, and that the first one was the president of 
the Ocean Grove Camp-meeting Association. On the 
Sunday following, while I was passing the Associa- 
tion office, the president, Dr. Stokes, called me and 
took me by the haud in the office room where some 
other gentlemen were sitting. He introduced me to 
them by the following significant sentence, * Here 
comes Bombay to make a bow to Ocean Grove,” 
‘upon which I said that I am but a poor, insignificant 
Hindoo, still elinging to my old ancestral faith, and 
that I do not deserve the honor due to my country, 
nation, and religion. "There again a short discussion 


I used to pass my: 


, 


and pulled me out of the office while yet I was talk- 
ing to his associates. This was the second cold treat- 
ment, and I felt it very keenly. I quietly went home, 
and in that uneasy state of mind I wrote him a let- | 
ter which I hope the United States press will ask 
him to produce before the public. 

I hav not kept a copy of it. However, I will giv 
its substance as below: “That I hav not come to this 
country in search of any religious truth, and that 
the differences in point of religious beliefs are delusiv 
and of human origin; that ultimately there is to be 


-a combination of all religions, languages, and nation- 


alities ; that, in order to facilitate and expedite that 
grand object of the supreme power, men hav to 
abandon all prejudices against race, creed, and color; 
that the Constitution of the United States and the 
Declaration of Independence are the corner-stones of 
the future superstructure of the unity of man in God, 


-and that therefore, as an additional amusement to 


the visitors of Ocean Grove, I wish to open a San- 
scrit school and a class of oriental philosophy, for 
which I hope you will not deny me the permission, 
and a lot for a temporary tent.” Such, or nearly 
such, is the wording and meaning of my letter. I 
mailed it, and it was received by him the next day. 
When I saw him again, he said that he had re- 
ceived my letter, and that it was full of nonsense. 
Meanwhile Mr. Joshee came to see me, and stayed 
with me for a’ fortnight. I showed him round 
in Asbury Park and Ocean Grove. One day, 
while we both were walking on the sea beach in our 
nativ costumes, two ladies greeted us, and asked 
what were our beliefs. When they heard that we 


were unconverted Hindoos, they said to each other 


that they would save two souls. They very ear- 
nestly asked us to follow them to their house, and 
we did so. They sang and pra;ed for us for about 
an hour, and then asked each of us separately how 
we felt. My friend said that he felt as usual, and 
myself the same. When their enthusiasm of saving 
the souls was over, we told them calmly that we were 
not in search of salvation or any religious truth. I 
then introduced Mr. J >shee as a lecturer, and asked 
them if they could get up any engagements for him. 
They very readily consented, and, with the usual 
generosity and promptitude of American ladies, they 
succeeded in getting up two engagements. When 
the lectures were delivered (one being on religion 
and the other on the social manners and the cus- 
toms of the Hindoos), some of the ladies expressed 
Opinions that, if such were the Hindoos and their 
faith, there was no necessity of sending missionaries, 
to India at least. This went to'the notice of Dr. 
Stokes, who immediately sent word to the arrang. 
ing ladies, Mrs. Inskip and Mrs. Brooks, that no 
more engagements should be got up for the uncon- 
verted Hindoos’ lectures. The ladies communicated 
the message to us, and said that unless we should re- 
nounce the Hindoo faith they could do no more for 
us. We then bid them good-bye, and went home. 
Next day I went and saw some of the proprietors of 
the different hotels, and arranged a course of lectures 
for Mr. Joshee. Tbe guests as well as the propri- 
etors were pleased with the information they received 
of the foreign countries. Meanwhile Mr. Joshee 
received invitations from Saratoga and Rochester, 
N. Y., and when he left me I continued the same 
course. In nearly ten hotels at Ocean.Grove and 
about fifteen in Asbury Park I spoke and gave par- 
lor lectures. When this went to the notice of Dr. 
Stokes, he sent me word through John C. Patter- 
son, police-justice, that, by my parlor lectures, I was 
undermining the beliefs of the Ocean Grove congre- 
gation, and that I should cease at once lecturing in 
Ocean Grove. I paid no heed to this message, inas- 
much as I was taking the permission of the propri- 
etor, and announcing my subject beforehand to the 
guests, as “ Hindoos and Their Baliefs.” The time 
of my lectures was always after 8 or 9 P.M., and so 
never encroached upon the time of their church ser- 
vices. Besides, I hav myself attended almost all the 
Services, whenever Í could find time, to hear their 
sermons and lectures in the auditorium. and when 
the services were over liberal-minded ladies and gen- 
tlemen hav always given me & shake-hand, and hav 
inquired about myself and my beliefs. I used to 
answer all their questions according to. my convic- 
tions, and when they found that my statements dif- 
fered from what they hav been taught to believe 
about the Hindoos, they seemed to be more inter- 
ested, and my strange hat in the center naturally 
drew around a larger crowd. But this was never 
during their services nor inside their buildings. 
However, Dr. Stokes did not like to see his follow- 
ers speaking to an unbeliever, and often told them to 
go home. But when he found that his flock did not 
obey his mandates outside the church premises, he 
either sent his janitor or came himself to me and 
pulled me by my arm out of the crowd and told me 
to go home, and I silently walked away. Such scenes 
excited the sympathy and curiosity of the people the 
more, aud almost every day successivly for four or 
five days, the people flocked round me and asked 


took place, and when Dr. Stokes found that I was in| several questions on the religion, politics, aud society 
no way to be moved he took me again by my arm | of my country. I used to answer them all to the best 
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| of my knowledge and judgment. On the 18th of 


August last. J. C. Patterson, police-justice of Ocean 
Grove, pulled me by my arm from the crowd and put 
me forcibly into the ferry-boat and sailed me off 
across the lake to Asbury Park, saying that if I 
should be seen within the limits of Ocean Grove 
again I would be arrested and locked up. AsI knew 
that I was committing no offense, but simply answer- 
ing the questions asked by respectable ladies and 
gentlemen, next day, as usual, I went to Ocean 
Grove to hear the sermon in the auditorium. It 
being too early, I took a seat on one of the back 
benches and was reading the daily paper, when all on 
a sudden a police corporal approached me and said 
that the chief of police wanted to see me in the court. 
I immediately followed him and found that there 
were only three there. The corporal read me the 
warrant and. then Justice Patterson read the two 
affidavits, one being that of one T: P. Summers and 
the other that of the janitor, whose affidavits were 
kept ready written. Dr. Stokes's affidavit (which I 
see in Toe Terura SEEEER) was not read to me. 

I denied all the charges, but immediately the com- 
mitment was written aud handed over to the cor- 
poral without even reading it to me. I was simply 
told to follow the corporat. I quietly did so for fear 
of being handeuffed. I did not resist any procedure, 
and, therefore, escaped that disgrace. The stage was 
ready at the door, and it took me and my body guard 
to che railway depot. We got into the train, aud in 
about two hours I was transferred from the pew of 
the auditorium to the lonely ceil at Freehold. jail, to` 
undergo there, as [ understood, thirty days’ punish- 
ment at hard labor. The Freehold authorities who 
had seen me aud heard me speak in Ocean Grove im- 
mediately came to visit me in jail, thus proving that 
the laymen of America are mure religious than the 
church people of Ocean Grove. Tne judge, the 
sheriff, aud the jailor all sympathized with we, and 
said that they would soon try to etfsst my release. 
They said that as soon as the papers of my case 
should be received from Osean Grove I would be re- 
leased. Tne Ocean Groveaposto.ie magistrates, bow- | 
ever, detained the records for five days, and on the 
24th forwarded them to Freetoid. For tive days 
my friends at Asbury Park did not know what had 
become of me. My particuiar friend and patron, Mr. 
M. S. Gould, the mayor of Asbury Park, came to 
visit me in the jail and offered to pay ali the expenses 
for my release. Thus I was hberated on the 2£ih, 
before the news of my commitment for alleged b.as- 
phemy and obstructiug reigious services was pub- 
lished in the New York papers, after six days’ 1m- 
prisonuent, Since then L hav been staying at A.bury 
Park  Iapplied for a copy of my record to the Osean 
Grove authorities as well as to the Freehold auchor- 
ities, but Í received no reply from either. Iam giad 
to see that Taz TaurH SE£KER has procured must of 
the documents, and thus has pi&ced. the truth before 
the graud tribunai of the press. I further hope that 
the public press of the United States wiil make a de- 
maud for the production of my letter to Dr. Stokes, 
aud my reply to the New York Sus correspondent 
of Ocean Grove, whose false statements I hav a rea- 
son to resent more than the treatment at the hands 
of the Ocean Grove pastors. 

Dear sir, I do not wish to call upon my offenders 
to answer in the court of justice where only a few 
at the bar and the bench hav their yea or nay; I 
would be satistied if the majesty of the united press 
of this grand republic shou.d take up the case and 
discuss once for all whether such a combination of 
church and state should be allowed in the great 
future of this free country. One hundred such 
monopolies like Ocean Grove, of the different denom- 
inations of Christianity, will ignore the spirit of the 
Constitution of the United States, and the boasted 
freedom of thought and speech; and 1t will be seen 
that the physical slavery of the past will ba re- 
piaced by the more lamentable spiritual boudage of 
the imperceptibly creeping future. Tbe foriheom- 
ing annual Congress of the Secular Union should 
pass resolutions asking the United Ximes Con- 
gress not to issue any more charters to clerical asso- 
ciations authorizing to buiid up towns where the 
characteristics of this free country shall be biotted 
out with impunity. These religious assembiies are 
to all interests aud purposes speculatiy bodies, their 
whole town being cousidered to be one church and 
its premises ; they practice buying and seling right 
in the church, and yet they claim to preach tue duc- 
trins of Onrist. It is strange that the selected and 
elected members of the Congress should be made | 
perfect dupes by a handful of Bible sharpers. Not 
only bav they been allowed to build New Jerusalems, 
but aiso they hav been supplied with the rod of the 
magistrate as well as the counter of a baukrupt. 
They do not hesitate to pass the hat at the end of 
each service farce. It is no use bringing such people 
before the court for their rash acts, but ib is neces- 
sary that no more such a combination of state, bauk, 
aud church be ereated or allowed to be created by 
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News and Notes. 


A few words to the “ printer’s devil.” The sins o- 

omission, Í believe, are greater than those of comf, 

` mission, and what will not the aforesaid individuai 
suffer? Hissinsare great. I will explain that I did 
uot say iu the issue of Sept. 25th, in “ News and 
Noves.” trom Cromwell, Ia., that Mrs. Truman was 
tbe sister of Mrs. A meda Green, but her daughter, 
and the sister o1. F. Q. Gieen. I wish thus to cor- 
rect Tae TRuru Seexer’s roll of names. 

So much for reunniscence. Forward again Into 
the big «ity of Chicago I plunge; and a big city it is, 

‘and, ike tue Mormors god, it is “growing bigger 
every day.” It has changed wonderfully in the iast 
twenty years. Here is where I studied theology; 
amid these roaring streets. I can scarcely compre- 
hend the folly of that period of my life, when I was 
trying to “look up” and thought there was a God in 
heaven and that John Calvin was his next-door 
neighbor. I took a survey of the building where I 
wasted so much precious time. I might as well hav 
been in jail. Theology is a thief and robber. It 
lays its ghostly hand upon the golden moments and 
they become as nothing. If I had invested my little 
money in corner-lots instead of theology and Hebrew, 
I should to-day be a much richer and happier man. 
It was with melancholy disgust that I looked upon 
that prison-house of hope. and as I saw a few theo- 
logical students flitting about, how I did pity their 
worthless apprenticeship to the trade of ignorance! 
I turned to the busy streets to look upon real men 
and women and take some consolation in the fact 
that I hav a few years left for this world. 

Life in Chicago is much like that of New York. It 
is a whirl of immense and invigorating forces. Just 
now the Anarchists’ trial is in the minds of all. It is 
one of. those things that will not down, for principles 
of infinit importance are involved. If I can believe 
those in whom I hav the greatest confidence, a huge 
and terrible injustice has been done, and a deep and 
deadly blow struck at human liberty. According to 

. the published statement of the mayor of Chicago 
himself, this has been so, for he says he did that 
which in England would hav dethroned Victoria. 
Has it come to this that the American people will 
allow” such an abuse of power? The tone of the 
newspapers on this question is simply astounding. 
I almost think I am in Russia, and that these editors 
are writing at the dictation of the czar. The trial of 
the Anarchists has been simply a form of “lynch 
law." If they are hung, it will be by a *snap judg- 
ment.” The jury was a vigilance committee. It was 
prejudiced from the beginning. The men on trial 
were presumed to be guilty, and in order to escape 
were obliged to prove their innocence. It makes my 
blood boil with indignation to see such a flagrant 
violation of all principles of justice and liberty. The 
verdict of the jury is an outrage and a disgrace. I 
do not see how any Liberal, when he thoroughly un- 
derstands the circumstances, can defend it for a 
single moment. It is not the opinions of these men 
that are now involved, but the rights of these men, 
and so the rights of universal humanity, the rights of 
every citizen. These rights hav been trampled upon, 
and I, for one, utter my indignant protest against 
these despotic. methods. I admire the splendid 
courage of Mr. Stevens, Mrs. Freeman, General 
Trumbull, and other friends here who hav defended 
these men’s rights against a vast popular clamor. 
Mr. Stevens is totally opposed to the opinions of the 
Anarchists. He has fought them on the arena of 
intellectual debate. These men withdrew from the 
Secular Union because the Union was opposed to 
their methods. We do not defend the ideas of these 
men, but we d» defend their rights, which are as sacred 
asour own. Mr Stevens and Tug TRUTA SEEKER see 
this cieariy. They piere- to the root of the matter. 
They stand exactly where Tuomas Paine stood when 
he opposed the execution of the king. and was him- 

8e  coudemned to death for his bold attitud..s 
inouas Pawe dil nor dei-id tae ideas or metu du 

of the king, He ail lar-d lea. in opoosition t 
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in spite of all that he had done, and was entitled to | and substantial Belding is just now having a boom: 


justice; and the magnanimity of Thomas Paine was 
simply sublime. He braved the scaffold itself in 
order to defend the rights of his enemy. Let the 
Liberals of to-day follow that illustrious example; let 
them reread * The Rights of Man;" let them get at the 
real facts of this trialat Chicago, and understand, 
nof that eight men with such and such opinions are 
on trial, but that the rights of man are on trial; that 
these rights hav been disregarded, and there is 
danger of the commission of a terrible crime, a 
judicial murder, to the disgrace of our country and 
to the joy of every ecclesiastical and political tyrant 
in the world. This has been a trial by theological 
and church methods. It is backed by the Christians 


0 | and preachers, and the same methods, with a jury 


of clergymen like Rev. Blackwell, would hang every 
Infidel in the land. There will be no dissenting 
voice among Freethinkers when the facts are known, 
and I honor with all my heart the courageous and 
elear-sighted course of Tar Truta SEEKER and Mr. 
Stevens and the Chicago Liberals almost to a man— 
and woman, too. The working people here are 
thoroughly indignant, and if these men are hung it 
will create an intense feeling, and the consequences 
will be simply incalculable. It is judicial blindness, 
madness, as well as crime, to hang these men. It will 
be an appalling tragedy. I believe that right in the 
focus of this trial is a great crisis for. the American 
people. It is a combat of despotism with liberty. 

I must express myself on this matter, for the deep- 
est principles of our Freethought movement are in- 
volved. The issue cannot be evaded. 

The world rolls on, however, and day and night 
mingle all along our path. Friday evening, Septem- 
ber 24th, we had a pleasant sociable at the rooms of 
he Union, and I was glad to meet so many good 
friends— Mr. Stevens, Mr. and Mrs. Freeman and 
her daughters, Mrs. Foster and Mrs. Le Page, who 
are true inheritors of talent, Mr. Frankel, Mr. Card, 
Mr. Magie and daughters, Mr. and Mrs. Rivers, Mr. 
and Mrs. Chas. Ostrom, of Nekoma, who came one 
hundred and forty miles to attend the lectures; Dr. 
Reynolds, who is eighty years old, and does not look 
over fifty—a good example that I mean to follow. 
What is the use of looking old, even if you hav to 
grow old? Others were present, and we had recita- 
tions, singing, etc., by Mrs. M. A. Freeman, Mr. 
Card, Mr. Frankel, etc. ` Miss Lizzie Magie gave her 
brilliant: little poem entitled, “The Inquirer,” pub- 
lished in the Truta Srexer Annuat, and Mrs. Ella 
Le Page gave her sparkling anti-theological jeu 
d'esprit, “No Name,” and Dr. Reynolds brought 
down the house with three rounds on his * Crow 
Song," and everything went off like the dancing, 
with musical vigor. I myself entered the entrancing 
circle and kept tune to the rippling notes, although I 
didn’t always keep step. My feet, like my head, are 
not exactly orthodox, and will take a different turn 
from the rest of mankind. 

I gave lectures Sunday afternoon and evening. In 
the evening the hall was full, and we had quite a 
lively discussion of the question presented, “ Amer- 
ican Democracy.” It was participated in by General 
Trumbull, Dyer Lum, Mr. Simpson, Mr. Moore, Mr. 
Stevens, etc., and the ideas of each were vigorously 
expressed. There were differences of opinion, of 
course, as there should be among those who think 
for themselvs. . . 

I was surprised and delighted to meet so many 
friends from afar off as I did at the Sunday meeting. 
Chicago is indeed the hub of the universe. Boston 
will hav to resign. Chicago is the true cosmopolitan 
center, where all the world does come. It waves 
Aladdin’s wand and everybody is present. 

Who did I meet first of all but George Maddocks, 
of Canada? And then right on his heels came Dr. 
Greer, of Utah; and then Dr. Jones, of Pennsylvania, 
now of Evanston; and then Mr. Newkirk, of Lud- 
low, Il; W. C. Howard, of Volo, and Dr. J. How- 
ard, of McHenry, and their wives; and Mr. George, 
of Burlington, and J. W. Ward, of Postville, Iowa; 
and Mrs. Stella Campbell, of Butte City, Montana, 
and others whom I hav already mentioned; Mr. and 
Mrs. Chas. Ostrom, etc., of Nekoma, Ill., etc. Here 
were Montana, Utah, Pennsylvania, Canada, Iowa; 
and representativs from various parts of Illinois, all 
here in the Secular Union of Chicago, and I shall 
not soon forget this cordial gathering from so many 
places. I felt as if I was shaking hands with all the 
continent when I greeted these many friends. 

In a place like Chicago, where everyone seems to 
hav his own method, and organizations are innumer- 
able, the difficulties are great, but the Secular Union 
goes on in spite of all, and Chicago is a fighting- 
point that I like to visit. It is full of energy and 
electric movement. It is a focus of immense activ- 
ities, and even amid the breath of opposition one 
finds the exhilaration of abundant life. 

From Chicago I come to Belding, Mich. Here I 
find myself among wo ded hills and green fields. 


‘and on the pleasant Platte river, which, summer and 


winter, pursues the even tenor of its way with but 
little deviation—never dry, and seldom flooded 
This is & good country, especially for wheat, and the 


| farmers are prosperous. The buildings are elegant 


A silk manufactory is to be built, and this will help 
make it quite-a lively little city, and.the bow of 
promis arches its tumbling water power, which is one . 
of the best in the state. DE. 
On Wednesday, in the cool and bracing atmos- 
phere, I went with William Knott, of Belding, over 
to Grattan to see Converse Close, the patient philos- 
opher, who has been confined for about fifteen years . 
to his house, not being able to do any kind of work. 
Still he is bright and happy, for somehow nature puts 
its vitality into his life, and, in spite of weakness, the 
glory of the universal world is his, and with calm and 
radiant spirit he awaits all changes. The readers of. 
Tus TnaurH Seeker know him, for he has been a 
valuable contributor to its columns. He now writes 
discourses for the Secular Union of Belding. He 
must work so long as the flame lasts. He has been 
in this country over forty years, from its very start. 
He took the first load of wheat from here to Grand 
Rapids, for which he got forty-four cents per bushel, 
half in store pay. He was gone two days, and when 
he returned he had just five dollars and eleven cents `. 
left for his wheat and his work. Since then the same 
amount of wheat would hav netted one hundred dol- 
lars. Such hav been the hard times and the growth 
of the country. Mr. Close settled in Grattan before 
the country was organized, aud when he wanted to 
be married there was no public officer to do it, so he 
had to employ the services of a justice in the adjoin- 
ing county of-Otisco. The jurisdiction of the justice . 
only extended. over Otisco county, while our friend 
wanted to be married in Kent county. Here was a 
matrimonial problem indeed. It was, however, 
solved. One beautiful July day, when the sun was 
shining in all its splendor, the marriage group and 
justice went down into the green woods, just by the 
county line, which was blazed upon the bark of the 
tall trees, and the justice stood upon one side of the 
line, in Otisco. county, and the lovers on the other 
side, in Kent county, and thus amid this emerald 
temple, so magnificently decorated, was the unique 
ceremony performed, and for over forty years these 
two lovers hav walked together. About two years : 
ago their neighbors, regardless altogether of ‘any 
theological distinctions, celebrated the fortieth anni- 
versary of their marriage, at which there was a-large 
gathering, for none are more honored than Mr. and 
Mrs. Close, nothwithstanding their radical and out- 
spoken views. If Mr. Close were member of a church 
the Christians would certainly call him a saint for hig 
fine and noble endurance of the ills of life, and so we ` 
will call ae one A our saints, who, no longer in the 
activ world, is still a lofty spirit, confronting life: 
death with dauntless mind. E j ae 
In Belding I find a Union strong in the quality of 
its membership, and certain of success. Mr. and 
Mrs. O. F. Webster, Mr. W. A. Knott and wife, Fred 
Van Vickle,. Miss L. M. Smith, Clas. B. Ketchum 
and wife, Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Howe, Miss Ruth — 
Moore, Mrs. Caroline Webster, and others, constitute 
the working element, and make a growing power for 
this world and its happiness I had the pleasure 
also of meeting friends from the vicinity—Mr 
Elkins and Mr. Fuller, and their wives, from Grattan, 
who are subscribers of Taz Trura SEEKER, and go. of ; 
course, were like old acquaintances. They knew ‘me. 
and I knew them through the masonry of Free- 
thought. Also Mr. and Mrs. Skellinger, of Smyrna, 
were present, and I hav had a cheering sojourn in 
this northland. The hall was full on the first even- 
ing, and literally packed on the second, and great in- 
terest was manifested in the subjects presented. 
This is where Reynolds did a splendid work last 
spring by awakening thought, especially by getting 
the Christians to read the Bible, of which, hitherto. 
they had been somewhat ignorant. They thought 
Reynolds had a Bible of his own, but they were soon 
convinced that it was exactly like the Methodist 
Bible, and thus their knowledge of scripture was in- 
creased. It will be seen that Reynolds is a good 
“Christian” missionary. Remsburg is coming here 
in November, and thus the fires of Freethought will 
be kept burning, and so with bright hope I leave this 
lovely village. Amid the smiles of nature shall wave 
the banners of liberty. Samvuen P. Purnam. 
Belding, Sept. 30, 1886. 


—_— — — 49—$—9»-—-———— — ——— 
The Blasphemer's Program. i 
On my return to New York city after the conven- 
tion of the New York Freethinkers’ Association, at 
White Sulphur Springs, I visited the district-attor- 
ney at Morristown, N. J. Mr. Cutler is a very can- 
did, intelligent gentleman, and was naturally indig- 
nant at the outrage perpetrated on me by those 
pillars of the churches I had arrested at Boonton for 
inciting to riot and malicious destruction of m 
property, and no fears need be entertained that he 
will not do his full duty in securing them their just 
deserts. He informed me that the grand jury would 
sit on the second Tuesday in October, and most 
likely be discharged on the Friday or Saturday fol- 
lowing, and that my trial would not take place till 
two weeks from date of the discharge of the grand 


jury. |. 
_ I had the privilege to look over the district-attor- 
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i ney’s law library, and found the law very clear and 


positiv on the crime of blasphemy. There is little 
possibility of my escaping indictment. Col. R. G. 
Ingersoll, who, with his characteristic chivalrous 


. generosity and devotion to the cause of liberty, has 


. pledged himself to defend me, expresses confidence 


that the trial at Morristown will be before an intel- 
_ligent jury and that the case will be laughed out of 
. court. In any other state than New Jersey or Dela- 
ware beyond doubt this would be:so. But New 
Jersey bigots and fanaties are not apt to be jovial, 
nor to possess sufficient intelligence to appreciate a 
, joke. New Jersey Christians, of whom the jury will 
be composed, are predisposed. by nature and long 
habit to make egregious asses of themselvs, and to 


. act the merciless fanatic with grim, owl-like solem- 


nity—all for the glory of Jesus. But my dependence 
is in the great ability of my counsel and the intel- 
ligence of the Supreme Court, as beyond all question 
the statute law is contrary to the Constitution of 
New Jersey, as well as the Constitution of the 
United States. 
.. I did all in my power while at Morristown to help 
. the people there to an appreciation of truth and 
the need of investigation. I circulated twenty-five 
copies of Tae Truru Sreker with the “ Pearls Before 
; Swine” cartoon, which were eagerly received, and 
about five hundred leaflets of the Canadian Secular 
Union—No. 1, on “The Sabbath,” and No. 3, on 
“Tmmortality.” 
September 15th I started for Camptown, Pa., to 
: hold a promised tent-meeting, arranged for early in 
the season through the praiseworthy efforts of Mrs. 
Addie M. Reed. The meeting was delayed by the 
Christian mob of rioters at Boonton wrecking: the 
tent. 

Thanks to the generous friends who hav so kindly 
contributed to the tent and defense fund, I was en- 
abled to purchase needed materials in New York. 
except center-poles, ete., which were provided by 
Hiram Elliott, one of the most highly esteemed and 

‘respected citizens of Camptown. With efficient 
aids, and by crowding two days’ hard work into one, 


l -I was enabled to hav the tent pitched and in good 


order ready for Sunday morning, Sept. 19th. Once 
more the good cotton cathedral, dedicated to the 
_ gospel of humanity, was erect, and looked as neat and 
pretty as a young maid on her wedding morn. Of 
course the injury done by the severe strain of the 
fiber, alike warp and woof, by being wrecked at 
Boonton,.N. J., cannot be remedied until after the 
damages are collected from the town of Boonton, 
with which I shall purchase a new top, but the rents 


` ~and holes are very neatly repaired,-so as to be scarce 


observable. New poles, new guys, and all are now in 
working order. . 

Sunday morning the dark clouds frowned, the rain 
dampened my expectation of an audience, and I re- 
tired to my room to work on my pamphlet of “ Blas- 
phemy and the Bible,” for gratuitous distribution at 

' Boonton and Morristown, N. J., but had scarce got 
-well to work when that sturdy old veteran, J. S. 
Thomson, notified me I should hav to speak, for 
friends had come in from a distance, and despite “ the 
clouds that lowered on our tent,” there were nearly a 
hundred persons present; in the afternoon still more; 
and in the evening over one hundred and fifty, 
despite darkness, rain, and chilling cold. 

Mr. R. G. Bolles walked in from Briney, nearly 


twelve miles, remained till after the evening lect- 


ure, and walked back, and repeated the arduous task 
four nights during the week and on the last Sunday. 
Thomas Peet, of Cold Creek, a gentle-hearted, snow- 
haired veteran of over seventy, came three miles on 

fogh every evening, regardless of cold, rain, dark, or 
mud. ; 

The first four days' weather was bitter cold, dark, 
` and rainy, yet the attendance and interest steadily in- 
' creased. On Thursday Mr. and Mrs. Burrows, of 
-Gibson,. thirty-six miles’ distance, arrived and. re- 
mained to the close of the meetings. They are a 

united couple in all the very best the term implies 
—readers, independent thinkers, genuin Liberals, 
workers in word and deed. J. B. Overton, W. L. 
Vaughn, and Mr. and Mrs. M. G. Shoemaker came 
from Rush, and Dr. Knapp from Stevenville. I was 
much cheered and encouraged by their presence and 
kind words. Friday and Saturday was a shade 
warmer, and Saturday evening bright, clear starlight. 
Sunday, September 26th, was a gala day, despite the 
dark, threatening clouds which, like the fanatics’ 
wishes of evil, failed to reach or hurt us. At 11 a.m. 
I spoke on organization and science schools on Sun- 
day without special professional teachers, to about 
fifty persons, my words accompanied by the howl- 
ing of the wind, the shaking of the tent, and flap- 
ping of the walls. But the agitation of the tent was 


| nothing to the commotion of the Christians upon 


learning of the work accomplished—the organization 


."of the Camptown Secular Society, with nineteen 
The following officers were elected: | 


: adult members. 
President, John Reed; vice-president, Mrs. Mary 
Barnes; secretary, Mrs. Addie M. Reed; treasurer, 
- Hiram Elliott; vigilance committee, Nathan Brown, 
Chas. Slocum, Mrs, R., Shoemaker; educational com- 


mittee, Mrs. J. S. Thomson, Mrs. D. L. Burrows, and 
Hiram Elliott; social committee, Nathan Brown, John 
Reed, Jr., and Addie M. Reed. 

Monthly dues were by all promptly paid in ad- 
vance. The regular meetings of the society and 
Sunday science school will be held every Sunday 
at 11 a.m., in Reed Hall, which was generously ten- 
dered to the use of the society by Mr. and Mrs. John 
Reed, with whom I found a most happv, comfortable 
home during my sojourn in Camptown. Despite 
their outspoken Infidelity, thev are deservedly held in 
highest esteem, not onlv by all in the village, 
but throughout all the adjacent county. With such 
leading members as Mr. and Mrs. Reed and their 
noble sons John and Fred, Mr. and Mrs. Thomson. 
and Hiram Elliot, suecess is assured to the society. 


Sunday afternoon we had -nearly two hundred to |. 


listen to * Defense of Satan;" but for the dark. 
threatening clouds we should doubtless hav had 
three times that number. We closed the eventful 
tent season of 1886 to a very large attendance and 
great interest. and enthusiasm. I spoke: on “The 
Heaven of the Bible,” and after the lecture answered 
many questions that much helped to send home 
conviction of the truth of Secularism to honest 
hearts. f 

After the lecture we took down the tent and 
packed it away, leaving it in care of our good friend 
John Reed, until the genial warmth of summer shal! 
again prove the tent the very best possible means of 
propaganda work. 

I left Camptown for North Parma on Monday, and 
shall enjoy home for a few days, the prospect of a 
vossible two years’ sojourn at Trenton making ite 
happy freedom doubly enjoyable. I return to New 
York city on Monday. The Truth Seeker Company 
are getting out my pamphlet. *Blasphemv and the 
Bible,” to be readv on mv arrival in New York. so T 
can at once visit Boonton and Morristown. and per 
sonally distribute about fifteen hundred  eonies 
-among the people. And then I prepare to face the 
terrors of New Jersey law. and answer for the awfw' 
erime of expressing my honest convictions in an 
orderly, gentle, and kindly manner. under my own 
tent, on a lot I had rented and paid for. 

In the mean time I shall do all I can to help com- 
plete arrangements and insure success of the Con- 
gress of the American Secular Union. 

Those desiring lectures during October, except 
11th to 15th, will please write me at earliest date, 
care of Truth Seeker Company, 33 Clinton Place, 
New York. 

'Those desiring lectures by Mrs. F. C. Reynolds, 
during October and November, will please address 
Mrs. F. C. Reynolds, secretary N. Y. F. A., Box 104. 
North Parma, N. Y. 

Arrangements for either of us to lecture at access- 
ible places during October will be especially accept- 
able and much appreciated. C. B. Rxyworps. 

— er 


For Mr. Reynolds’s Defense. 


HP. Stn.: ss eseese aasa 1.00 
Louis: Wolfer...... 5. eee eoi oe re reto oro rure Pr ree rena .50 
M. F. Baler...................... E A T 1.00 
John 'Trueblood..................... eere eene A 1.00 
Tsaac Michaels.......:...0.ccccccscescsscecsccnceecsceseseeere 100 
Peter Eckler......................... 2.00 
Samuel E. Skinner. 5 
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Wanderings. 


September 1st found me speeding to our now 
thriving suburb, the Cream City, where a warm 
welcome always awaits me with Professor and Dr. 
Severance. The doctor’s sister and mine were visit- 
ing Milwaukee and its exposition. : 

I made the acquaintance of Mr. V. G. Blatz, a 
sterling Liberal and wholesale confectioner, who is 
bondsman for Paul Grottkau. editor of the Milwaukee 
Arbeiter Zeitung, one of the ablest and best known 
German speakers in this country. Mr. Grottkau was 
formerly of the Chicago Arbeiter Zeitung, but left 
the editorial management of that paper when the fol- 
lowers of Most grew in ascendancy. He is indicted 
for inciting to riot, the indictment being based on 
the supposition that he spoke at a meeting where he 
was advertised; but as he never attended. you can 
imagin what a great case the state has. Mr. Grott- 
kau is as much opposed to Anarchy as the writer, so 
what further idiocy the authorities will be guilty of 
remains to be seen. 

After being refused admission to the House of Cor- 
rection, when I demanded to see Frank Hirth, I took 
pains to hav the super-official forced to admit me the 
next day. My first recollection of Hirth was while 
editor of the Detroit, and later the Chicago, Socialist. 
Partially educated for the priesthood, he early repudi- 
ated his. superstitious surroundings, enduring perse- 
cution for his vigorous denunciation of the crafty 
mind-muddlers. Formerly using acute reason, I am 
sorry to say he has been too chary lately of its exer- 
cise, and too largely devoted to the advocacy of de- 
struction. His wrinkled brow, emaciated form, and 
hair prematurely gray all testify to severely activ 
mental work, and his sincerity in the cause he 
espoused. Our interview, with a turnkey within ear- 


.| ably expect in a town of that. size. 


shot, was necessarily formal and unsatisfactory. I 
am pained to learn that a few days thereafter, by 
great effort, permission was given him to visit, be- 
tween guards, his dying wife, and thus as a felon bid 
her farewell forever. Such is ever the experience . 
of all those who struggle for humanity. The 
world’s saviors are crucified again and again. No 
one savior could rescue us from the deep damnation 
of barbarous injustice. Whether mistaken in his 
theories or not, had Frank Hirth devoted his time 
and talents to selfish purposes he would not now be 
at the mercy of his enemies. ee 

A visit to Der Freidenker office disclosed the 
agreeable fact that that paper held identical views 
with Tus TaurH SEEKER on the Anarchist verdict in 
Chicago. l 

Why Racine was ever so denominated I could 
never determin, for the few French are from the 
Guernsey Isle, and partake of nothing dramatic. 
But there I met young Stillman (Dr. Severance’s 
son) doing the heavy villain in a drama of the “ Wil- 
low Copse ” order in Renfrew’s Pathfinder Compary. 

Returning to Chicago for the 6th, I attended the 
pienic. which Mrs. Freeman has so well reported that 
nothing further needs to be said. 

So near Rochelle. I determined to pay a fiving 
visit to the great scientific expounder and simplifier, 
Otto Wettstein, and was warmlv greeted at his 
hazaar of blazing gems and collection of fine arta. 
His diaplav far outshines anything one cou'd reason- 

At. his residence I 
had the pleasure of meeting Mrs Wettstein, a ladv 
of refinement and culture, characteristics of which 
the whole family partake. Iam g'ad to know that 
the Freethinkers are appreciating his liheral dealing 
with them. I was sorry that a Troriu SEEKER reader 
eontemplated discontinuing on account of mv letters 
^n the trial and verdict. That was the only one 
whieh T heard of during mv entire trip. 

H. J. and Mrs. Scharfenberg T never miss calling 
on when in Davenport. Ia., for they are the Lib- 
eral workers of that place, ever ready to shoulder the 
'arger portion of the burden, and having done heroic 
work in the paat. 

At Peoria, Ill, I made the acquaintance of A. A. 
Avery, whom the newspapers were hounding as an 
Anarchist, because he published a circular protesting 
against the Anarchist verdict. It was a bold, brave 
circular, and the papers said that they did not think 
he (Avery) could write it. I found him a very intel- 
ligent Liberal, and’ a follower of Karl Marx, the 
farthest remove from an Anarchist. He recognized 
me, having attended many of our Chicago meetings. 
Having had the freedom of Ingersoll’s library when 
the colonel was a resident here, he is well equipped 
intellectually for the contest. 

At Mrs. Helen Cellar’s musical school, in Spring- 
field, will be found nearly all Liberal papers in the 
country, nor is she afraid her pupils will be con- 
taminated, as she leaves them convenient for their 
perusal. 

Wm. Cook, an old friend of D. M. Bennett, and a 
countryman of mine, is also a constant reader of Tux 
Truru SEEKER, and we felt quite well acquainted. 

Quincy would be the very last place I would wish 
to be found in were it not that I know some good 
Liberals there—Ernst Bertshinger, Captain Stein- 
wedell, and Dr. Durant—who make life quite endur- 
able and even hilarious. The Turners hav just com- 
pleted a splendid hall at a cost of some $16,000. 
What a great organization for good could this be- 
come if it adopted the American language and 
methods! Efforts are being made to hav the Eng- 
lish language used. - 

Robert Mulholland would be the man to whom 
you would be directed if asking for the leading 
Liberal of Bloomington, for he has figured in every 
good work of that character. Mrs. Mulholland, 
though a grandmother, will sit at the piano and sing 
you ballads by the hour in a voice that, like a violin, 
seems to hav lost none of its sweetness by age. Miss 
Mulholland partakes of her mother’s poetic fervor, 
and has distinguished herself in song-writing. 

S. P. Putnam’s was the first. familiar face I recog- 
nized when I landed in Chicago. Owing to illness, I 
was debarred from the full enjoyment of his whole- 
souled companionship, and must hav been a damper 
on his exuberance. Friday we had a reception and 
dance in his honor. 

Sunday afternoon he lectured to alimited audience 
-on “Universal Mental Liberty ;” those who failed to 
attend lost an intellectual treat. Afternoon lectures 
are always indifferently attended here. The theme ~ 
of his evening discourse was “American Democracy,” 
when numerous hearers with frequent applause 
attested their interest in the subject, their approval 
of his position, ənd their personal regard for our 
genial secretary. Putnam has made many friends 
throughout this country, but none firmer than those 
of Chicago. The tenor of the remarks since his de- 
parture was one of universal regret. 

E. A. STEVENS. 


Senn to Taz TaurH Serger office for a catalog of 
the books we hav for sale, The catalog is free, 
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Communications. 


Blasphemy and the Bible. 


The Bible is claimed to be infallible, the inspired 
: word of God, miraculously preserved and handed 
down to us in all its purity. and perfection as our one 
only rule of religious faith and practice. We read: 
“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness; that the man of God 
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works” (2 Tim. iii, 16, 17). 

To question this is regarded as terrible wicked- 
ness; to simply imply a doubt will call forth fierce 
denunciations; to quote the Bible, showing its contra- 
dictions, will, in New Jersey, result in being mobbed, 
arrested for blasphemy, and being regarded as one 
in whom all goodness, truth, and virtue have ceased 
to exist. 

“Truth has no respect for prejudice,” says the 
Secularist. Prejudice has no respect for truth, de- 
clares the Christian bigot, and he quotes: 

^ Though an angel from heaven preach any other gospel 
. than that which we have preached unto you, let him be 
accursed (Gal. i, 8). 

If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and 

is withered; and men gather them and cast them into the 


fire, and they are burned (John xv, 6). 
Deliver such & one unto Satan for the destruction of the 


flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord. 


Jesus (1 Cor. v, 5). 

If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, 
receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed 
(2 John x). . 

Such are the teachings of the holy Bible; such is 
the spirit it engenders among its devotees. 

The idea that we are either to be saved by the 
scriptures or damned by them is prevalent in all 
the churches in Christendom. Believe or be damned 
(Mark xvi, 16). i 

Jf a perfect God gave mankind a revelation of his 
will, would not that revelation be as extensive as the 
demand which it was made to cover? This is self- 
evident. Yet millions upon millions of people have 
lived and died and never had opportunity to even 
hear of the existence of this holy Bible. Those who 
have it differ. quarrel, and make war with each other 
as to its teachings. 

Christians express contempt for that mob in the 
city of Jerusalem who, when asked, ** What evil hath 
this man done?” could only madly yell the words 
prompted by their priests, “Crucify him! Crucify 
him!” And to-day, as they recently proved in 
Boonton, New Jersey, they are themselves guilty of 
the same- injustice, and are as blindly, slavishly 
obedient to the priests’ dictation. : 

Is not the almighty God able to take care of and 
protect himself and his interests? Were the fanatics 
of Boonton justified in their fears that I would 
throw their God from his throne? Was it necessary 
to rally to his defense a howling mob with stones 
and jack-knives? Was it to the honor and glory of 
Jehovah to wreck my Tent, in the hope to thus pre- 
vent my destroying the Bible God? 

The Boonton Christians are justified by the clergy, 
who claim the Bible should have entire control of all 
human affairs. True, their Bible invites us, ** Come, 
let us reason together,” but despite all reason Jersey 
law says “we must believe.” Jesus says,“ Believe 
or be damned.” Science must yield to sanctity. 
Unqualitied reverence and servile obedience to Bible 
teaching is the oaly way to attain respectability here 
or glory hereafter. 

Christian reader, be honest in your answer. If the 
Bible is indeed God's word, should it not contain un- 
mistakable evidence of the fact on its every page? 
Can that book be holy or of divine inspiration which 
gives such blasphemous representations of God as the 
Bible does? The Bible describes its God as unlim- 
ited in being, but yet limited to a personal existence ; 
unlimited in goodness, yet allowing earthquakes, 
plagues, and famines to desolate the world he loves; 
a God of love, a tender, loving father, who gives 
evidence of possessing the heart of a fiend, reveling 
in murder, lust, and rapine; delighting in the 
butchery of babes, and the violation of virgins and 
ripping up of mothers; nourishing in his heart hate, 

anger, and vengeance. This God commands: 

Go ye after him through the city and smite; let not your 
eye spare. neither have ye pity. Slay utterly old and young, 
both maids and little children and women (Ezek. ix, 5, 6). 

Their children also shall be dashed to pieces before their 
eves; their homes shail be spoiled and their wives ravished 
(Isa. xiii, 16). 

Samaria shall become desolate, for she hath rebelled 


against her God: they shall fall by the sword: their infants. 


shall be dashed in pieces and their women with child shall be 
ripped up (Hosea xiii, 16). 

hen I will walk contrary unto you also in my fury: and I, 
even I, will chastise you seven times for your sins. And ve 
shall eat the flesh of your sons, and the flesh of your daugh- 
tera ye shall eat (Lev. xxvi, 28, 29). 

I wil tread them in mine anger, and trample them in my 
fury. and their blood shall be &prinkled upon my garments, 
and I will stain all my raiment, for the day of vengeance is in 
my heart (Isa. Ixiii, 8, 4). 


: Is it possible to conceive more horrid blasphemy 
than this holy Bible contains? The Bible tells us 


of & perfect, just, and holy God, who boasts that he 
alone is the author of all the evil in the world: 


Iform the light and create darkness; I make peace and 
create evil; I the Lord do all these things (Isa. xlv, 7). 


The Bible tells of à God of wisdom, who in his 
own holy word writes himself down a fool: 


Anger resteth in the bosom of fools (Eccl. vii, 9). : 

The Lord said unto Moses, Take all the heads of the people 
and hang them up before the Lord against the sun, that the 
fierce anger of the Lord may be turned away from Israel 
(Num. xxv, 4). 

Therefore will I also deal in fury; mine eye shall not 
spare, neither will I have pity, and though they cry in mine 
eara n a loud voice, yet wil I not hear them (Ezek. 
viii, 18). . 

Therefore thus saith the Lord God, Behold mine anger and 
my fury shall be poured out upon this place, upon man and 
upon beast, and upon the trees of the field, and upon the 


fruit of the ground, and it shall burn and shall not be | 


quenched (Jer. vii, 10). 


Yet Boonton Christians, under New Jersey law, 
arrest honest men for blasphemy, and then read this 
abominable, blasphemous book calied “holy Bible” 
to their children in family and Sunday-school. 

This Bible describes God as so loving that he 
drowned the whole world in his mad fury, because it 
was so much worse than he (knowing all things?) 
ever supposed if could be. An all-wise, unchange- 
able God, who got out of patience with a world 
which was just what his own stupid blundering had 
made it, and knew no better way out of the muddle 
than to destroy it by drowning! “And it repented 
the Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it 
grieved bim at his heart" (Gen. vi, 6). Think of an 
all-wise, almighty God repenting and being grieved 
at his heart because his best efforts at world-making 
were such a wretched failure! What can equal Bible 
blasphemy ? 

Christians claim that civilization, the arts, and the 
sciences are all due to the Bible. But if the Bible is 
true, this claim is false, for Moses himself gained his 
wisdom from the Egyptians: “And Moses was 
learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was 
mighty in words and deeds” (Acts vii, 22). The 
highest principle of morality did not need a Bible to 
reveal it. The pagans first taught the Golden Rule. 
Pittacus, Confucius, Thales, Sextus, Aristippus, and 
Socrates proclaimed, “Do to others as you would 
they should do to you,” hundreds of years before 
Christ. Hillel, the great Jewish rabbi, fifty years 
before Christ taught, *Do not to others what you 
would not like others to do to you.” All the ideas 
given of the creation and fall of man are of pagan 
origin. The Egyptian god, Neff, the creator, formed 
man's body of clay on & potter's wheel. The Baby- 
lonians had the legend of the creation and fall of man 
üfteen hundred years before the Hebrews heard of it. 
Civilization, the arts and sciences, flourished in Egypt, 
Greece, and Rome centuries before there was any 
Bible or Christianity in existence. 

Hypatia, the daughter of Theon, the mathemati- 
cian, taught philosophy and science. Her lecture- 
room was crowded with the wealth and fashion of 
Alexandria. Cyril was bishop of the church; he 
realized science would destroy priesteraft; her lect- 
ures must be stopped or the church pretense exposed. 
Cyril and his mob of ignorant, brutal monks stripped 
the fair Hypatia naked in the street, dragged her 
into the church, and Peter the Reader killed her with 
a club. Her corpse was cut to pieces, her flesh 
scraped from the bones with shells and cast into the 
fire. Boonton fanatics are not without a precedent 
for their Jawless work, Cyril, and his Christian fol- 
lowers at Boonton, claim the end justified the means. 
They must prevent, at any cost, the exposure of the 
false claims of Christianity. 

When Constantine indorsed Christianity the church 
gained absolute control. Church and state became 
one. Christianity, instead of being the friend of 
progress, art, and science, took every means to sup- 
press enlightenment. The dungeon, the rack, the 
stake, the gibbet, crushed out science. During the 
first ten centuries of unlimited power of the Christian 
church, the world groped in darkness. The revival 
of learning in the sixteenth century was simultaneous 
with the decadence of priestly rule. In every period 
of the world's history a few brave souls have dared 
to speak out their honest convictions, and for the de- 
struction of such the church has always used all the 
power it possessed. Fire, torture, and the sword 
have been used to murder millions of innocent people 
whose only crime was that of expressing their honest 
convictions. . 

ORIGIN OF THE BIBLE, 

The Semitic race known as the Jews were the 
sons of the desert, the same as the Bedouins of to-day. 
They possessed themselves of the land of Canaan, 
and in subsequent generations, in writing up their 
early history, the fables of their being God's chosen 
people, and of their residence in and deliverance from 
Egypt, were fabricated. It was quite common in 
those days for nations to claim descent from the 
gods, or that they were the chosen favorites of the 

ods. 

The Bible is simply a barbarous history of a bar- 
barous people, and was confined to the Jewish church 
for over four thousand years. There is no historical 


evidence to show that the persons to whom the books 


of the Bible are ascribed had anything to do with 


writing them, or ever knew of their existence. 

Before the Babylonish captivity Israel had no 
sacred writings. 
writings, and a few historical books, but no one ever 
thought of calling them authoritative, or ascribing 
divine inspiration to them. Ezra brought the priestly 
law with him from Babylon, altering it and amalga- 
mating it with'the naratives and laws already in exist- 
ence, and thus (442 s.c.) produced the Pentateuch in 
pretty much the same form as we now have it in. . 


The book of 2 Esdras (regarded as holy and in- 


spired as much as any other scripture by the Romar 


Catholic church, and bound up as apocryphal in the. 
Protestant Bible) gives the prayer of the prophet . 


Ezra: 

For thy law is burnt, therefore no man knoweth the things 
that are done of thee, or the works that shall begin. But if 
I have found grace before thee send the Holy Ghost into me 


and I shall write all that hath been done in the world s‘nce ` 


the beginning (2 Esdras xiv, 21, 22). ; 


It is now admitted by most Christian writers of 


eminence that the compilation made by Ezra is the 


authority upon which we have to depend for our : 


translations. 
The Christian father Ireneus distinctly declared 


that “the books of the Old Testament were not in 


existence until they were fabricated seventy years 
after the Babylonish captivity by Esdras.” 
Prideaux, one of the most learned of church histo- 
rians, admits Moses did not write the Pentateuch: 
Adam Clark declares “all antiquity is nearly unani- 


mous in giving Ezra the honor of collecting the. 


different writings of Moses and the prophets, and 
reducing them into the form in which they are now 
found.” Dean Stanley says: “It is clear to the 
diligent student of the Bible that the first and 
second chapters of Genesis contain two narratives of 
the creation, side by side, differing from each other 
in almost every particular of time, place, and order." 
Bishop Colenso, in his great work, “The Pentateuch 
Examined,” vol. ii, 
most noticeable contradictions in the two cosmogo- 
nies, me 

Let us examine the Bible itself. Gen. i, 1: “In 
the beginning God created the heaven and the 
earth.” 

Now, whether this beginning was six thousand 
years ago, as until recently all Christians claimed, or 
cycles of time—each day many thousand years—as the 
revised version, attempting to reconcile the irrecon- 
cilable, asserts, there was unquestionably an eternity 
before that beginning. How could an all-wise, all- 
powerful God have existed for all eternity with no 
place to dwell in, no thing or creature in existence— 


if existence it could be ealled—save himself, without - 


sense or motion, in utter darkness? How could he 
suddenly wake up, after an eternity of torpidity, 
make light, divide it from darkness, and have morn- 
ing and evening on a stationary earth without a sun? 
How could he keep the earth in the immensity of 
space in defiance of the law of gravitation? 

In the first chapter of Genesis it is declared birds, 
beasts, and creeping things were all created before 


man (Gen. i, 20, 24). 


.In the second account, given in Gen. ii, 19, man 
was first ereated alone; then all other animals were 
created and brought to Adam to name. 

Gen. i, 12, declares the fowls came forth from the 
waters. Gen. ii, 19, declares the fowls came forth 
from the ground, Gen. i, 27, declares man and 
woman were created together. Gen. ii, 10, declares 
that man, birds, beasts, and creeping things were all 
created before woman. Woman was an afterthought. 
Gcd at first thought Adam could propagate pne; 
but after he made all other animals in pairs—male 
and female—he discovered his mistake, but seems 
to have had nothing left to make woman of, so he 
put Adam to sleep, stole out one of his ribs, and 
made a woman of it (Gen. ii, 21, 22). And if you 
don't believe this silly story you are an Infidel, and 


under Jersey law must be sent to prison for a year . 


and fined two hundred dollars. 
DID MOSES WRITE THE PENTATEUCH? 

* And these are the kings that reigned in the land 
of Edom before there reigned any king over the chil- 
dren of Israel” (Gen. xxxvi, 81). Moses died 1451 
Bo. Saul, the first king over Israel, was anointed 
1095 Bc., 356 years- after Moses died. Did Moses 
write Genesis 356 years after his death? “Now, the 
man Moses was very meek, above all the men which 
were upon the face of the earth” (Num. xii, 3). Did 
the meek Moses write that of himself? Read Exodus 
xxxii, 9,14. The almighty God gets into a violent 


passion, and makes a lot of wild, foolish threats. The , 
meek Moses rebukes, remonstrates with, and admon- © 


ishes God, until the almighty feels ashamed of. him- 
self: “And the Lord repented of the evil which he 
thought to do unto his people.” Read Deut. xxxii, 
21, 27. The Bible God says his people made him 


jealous, provoked him to anger, and now he will raise _ 


the mischief with them; for he declares his anger 
burns like hell. He will’ destroy them all“ were it 
not that I feared the wrath of the enemy.” 

The almighty God afraid of his enemies! Can the 


There were certain laws, prophetic ` 


Dean | 


pp. 171-3, calls attention to the. 


dear A No. 1 pet saint. 
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` human mind conceive of more horrid’ blasphemy ? | Liberal had written a silly book, and others had un- 


Can even a New Jersey Christian believe such stuff wisely sold it, these pious people lied. They knew 


was ever inspired by a God? 
WHAT THE BIBLE REALLY TEACHES. 


. The Old Testament records for our instruction in 


morals the most foul and bestial instances of forni- 
cation, incest, and polygamy, perpetrated by God’s 
own -pet saints, and the New Testament indorses 
these lecherous old wretches as examples for all good 
Christians to follow. 
Read the eleventh chapter of Hebrews—how the 
drunkard Noah, despite the warning of the flood, in 
drunken rage over his own beastliness cursed his in- 
nocent child, doomed him and all. his race to slavery 


(Gen. ix, 21, 22). And God's holy Bible declares 


this drunken old brute was a just man, of whom the 
world was not worthy (Heb. ii, 38). 
Abraham, the father of the faithful, was God's own 


and call herself his sister. He thus succeeds in get- 


ting his own wife taken to King Pharaoh's harem, 


‘and accepts oxen, asses, and slaves in payment for 


the king's use of her, for she was a beautiful woman 
(Gen. xii, 13, 16). Next we read that this holy man of 


; God, the father of the faithful, debauches Hagar, his 


hired girl, and when the poor creature is about to 
become a mother, and most needs his protection, 


' care, and sympathy, the old brute tells his wife to be 


just as rough with her as she pleases (Gen. xvi, 4, 6). 

The poor, abused girl, Hagar, runs away from a 
life of sin, shame, misery, and ill-usage, and the Bible 
God sends his angel to compel the poor girl to go 
back to her cruel mistress—back to the bestial em- 
brace of the lascivious old saint Abraham (Gen. xvii, 
7, 10). And the Bible God indorses and applauds 
these acts (Gen. xviii, 18, 19). ; 

‘When did the Bible God ever show respect for 
woman, heed her suffering, or regard her.as other than 
a creature made for the gratification of the lust of 
his dear saints? God, reviewing the whole life of 


Abraham, is so well pleased with it that he blesses 


` God for his infamous immorality (Gen. xx, 9). 


Isaac, “because that Abraham obeyed my voice and 


: kept my commandments, my statutes, and my laws” 


(Gen. xxvi, 5). It was no violation of God’s law for 
Abraham to make a prostitute of his own wife—a sec- 
‘ond time sell the use of her toa heathen king (Gen. 
xx, 2). And the heathen king rebuked the saint of 
Yet 
we are told we should all descend to heathenism but 


“for the teachings of the hoiy Bible. f 


. Lotis a superior specimen of the Bible God's best 
saints. He reaches the very highest standard of God's 
idea of a good father. The Holy Ghost God de- 


` clares that he was a just and righteous man (2 Peter 


L 


ii, 7). 
Lot offers his two young. virgin daughters to 
be debauched by a wild, drunken mob; unsolicited 


he offers them: “ Behold now I have two daughters 


. righteous soul” (2 Peter ii, 7). 


which bave pot known man; let me, I prày you, bring 

them out unto you, and do ye to them as is good. in 

your eyes" (Gen. xix, 8). l 
On escaping the burning of Sodom, he dwells in a 


. cave, with his two daughters, gets beastly drunk, and is 


guilty of incest with them both, the B.ble God having 
kindly killed his wife.on the flight from Sodom, for 


: no other apparent reason than to make opportunity 


for his dear saint to revel in this incestuous inter- 
eourse; and, as evidence of approval and admiration 
of this bestiaity, God performs a double miracle, and 
makes this druuken, incestuous o1gy result in prog- 
eny and the foundation of two great nations: "Thus 
were both the dauyhters of Lot. with child by their 
father" (Gen. xx, 86). And the New Testament de- 
clares this detestable wretch was a “just man,” “a 
C. B. RExNoLps. 
(CONCLUDED NEXT WEEK.) 


o 
Sat Upon by Mr. truesdell. 

To rae Epitor or Tue Trurs SrExER, Sir: Since 
Tur Trura SEEKER ceased to advocate the repeal of 
certain laws against using the Uuited States mails 
for the circulation of obscene literature,-until quite 
recently, I hav seen so littie in its editorial columns to 
disapprove that I had almost adopted your paper as 
a Liberal creed, but your recent articles upon the 
Chicago Anarchists arouse me to the fact that upon 
Some questions we are as wide apart in opinion as it 
is possible to imagin. 

I am never surprised at the sentiments expressed 
by some of your correspondents, for which, of 
course, Taz TnurH Seexer is not responsible. The 
world is full of strange, unbalanced people, many of 
whom, although unable to govern or even support 
themselvs, forcibly imagin that they hav the ‘moral, 
political, and financial ability to govern the world. 

It was to be expected that the average crank who 


. scoffs at all moral and civil law, or the dishonest 


fanatic who publicly declares that “Spiritualism 
false is better to advocate than Materialism true,” 
would defend Anarchy and oppose justice, but it was 
not to be expected that Liberalism would be mis- 
represented, even unwittingly, by one of its leadiug 
Organs.. . 
When editors of Christian papers and a few 


på 


He teaches his wife to lie, 


that the Liberals, as a class, were not obscenists; that 
only a very weak minority, if any true Liberals, were 
in favor of circulating dirty literature. "They knew 
then, and they now know, that our mothers and our 
sisters, our wivés and our children, are as pure and 
as sacred to us, and as moral in the eyes of the 
world, as any other class of people that can be 
named. They knew, too (which they hav many 
times been compelled, with regrets, to acknowledge), 
that there are quite as much obscenity, knavery, aud 
debauchery covered up by creeds and false pretenses 
as there are to be found in the ranks of Liberalism. 

While we were smarting under the lash of these 
lying hypocrits, unfortunately one of our leading 
organs gave color of truth to their charges by fore- 
ing upon the Liberal convention at Syracuse a reso- 
lution advocating the repeal.of the laws referred to. 

I believed at that time, and I am still firm in the 
opinion, that the passing of that resolution was the 
severest blow that Liberalism has ever encountered. 

While I worked and voted against the resolution, 
I hav charity enough to believe that among my op- 
ponents there was hardly one person in that con- 
vention who really desired to use the United States 
mails for immoral purposes. These misguided 
people were like yourself, Mr. Editor, fighting, 
Quixote-like. for the right of others to do something 
which they themselvs abhor. 

You say, August 28th, after referring to them as 
the “so-called Anarchists of Chicago:” 

It has been a trial reflecting no credit upon either the 
police or. state’s attorneys of Chicago, and the verdict is the 
result of popular prejudice against the Anarchists. Itis a 
monstrous verdict, and. unless reversed by the Supreme 
Court. of Minois, will end in judicial murder. Aside from 
the injustice done the men themselvs, this trial is deplorable 
in its results. The verdict angers the thousands of Socialists 
in Chicago. while feeding the wrath of the general public 
against them. . The trial has outraged every dis- 
tinctivly American principle. and this conviction. if sns- 
tained, and the men executed, will be as black a blot upon 
the fame of the republic as are the years of negro slaverv. 
: We hav no sympathy with the wild gasconade and 
threats of those Anarchistic orators. Thev are the blind 
leading the blind; but we hav an abiding faith in freedom. 
2 warm regard for fair play, and a jealous love for American 
institutions. : : , 

This is precisely the position taken by some North 
ern newspapers of doubtful loyalty during our late 
civil war. These papers denied all sympathy with 
rebellion in as strong terms as Tus TRUTH SEEKER 
expresses its disapproval of Anarchy in; they even 
went so far as to declare in almost everv issue their 
loyalty to the Union. Yet these very editors bitterly 
opposed every movement made by the government in 
defense of its existence. Every copperhead editor in 
the land had & way of his own to bring the war toa 
close, and that way was, in substance. to slyly encour- 
age the rebe's, and at the same time to denounce 
every action of “Lincoln's hirelings”—the Union 
army and the government. It was, they claimed. 
illegal to raise an army to defend the Union, and un- 
constitu‘ional to issue paper money. 

When Vallandigham was sent “beyond the lines” 
for discouraging enlistments and other treasonable 
conduct, indignation meetings were held and the 
government was bitterly denounced by pretended 
loyal men, in just about the same language as that in 
‘which the editor of Taz Truta SEEKER now denounces 
the judge and jury at Chicago, and declares “ there 
is no such thing as a trgasonable utterance in this 
country!” i 

When Mrs. Surratt was hanged as an accomplice in 
the brutal murder of our lamented President. 
Lincoln, these same editors held up their hands in 
holy horror, saying, with Tae Truru Sxrkzn, ‘It is 
jndicial murder! It will unite the South” (Anarch- 
ists of Chicago). While they could not, with any 
pretense of fairness, advocate the discharge from all 
responsibility of the man who fired the fatal shot 
(threw the bomb) they stoutly maintained, in sub- 
stance, that he was the only man who could be legally 
punished. 

In a later issue of Tug TnuTrH SEEKER, September 
25th, I note with pleasure your strong denunciation 
of Anarchy; vet I sincerely regret to see, in the same 
article, you giv vent to the following strange lan 
guage: 

Freethought. as we understand it. stands for absolute free- 
dom of thought, of speech, of puh!ication. upon anv and 
every subject on earth. There is no such thing as a treason- 
able utterance in this-country. 

It is fortunate for Liberalism that you qualified 
your remarkable definition of Freethought by the 
words, “as we understand it,” for I do not believe 
that one Liberal in a hundred can be found who un- 
derstands it as you do. If you had used the word 
“ Anarchy” instead of “Freethought,” your defini- 
tion would be more fitting. 

Tre TaurH Serxer’s denunciation of Anarchy and 
its tacit defense of the rights of Anarchists is about 
like denouncing murder and defending the right of a 
man to be a murderer. You say. September 25th: 
“The question is not whether these men are An- 
archists. or Socialists, or Infidels, or Christians, but, 


_ @ergymen some years ago denounced Liberals as | Are they guilty of premeditated murder?” 
obscenisis, because one fanatic calling himself al’ This is strange reasoning. There is no more 


analogy between an Anarchist and an Infidel than 
there is between an outlaw and a Methodist. One 
may be a peaceful, law-abiding citizen, while the 
other is & self-acknowledged criminal, advocating the 
breaking of nearly all law. 

Again, you say in substance that Parsons and his 
co-conspirators were tried for murder and convicted 
of Anarchy. Well, so much the worse for these 
human fiends. Suppose they had been accused of 
petty larceny and found guilty of grand larceny, 


‘should we blame the judge and the jury because these 


wretches were worse than they had supposed them 
to be? There are crimes-on the calendar far worse 
than murder, and the devilish conspiracy which 
was clearly proven before a competent judge and a 
just jury of twelve men against the Chicago An- 
archists was as much worse than simple murder as 
robbing a savings bank exceeds petty larceny. 

Liberalism has enough legitimate work to perform 
without seemingly to uphold the wild whims of every 
crank who makes war upon society. We should 
build as well as tear down, and in raising our new 
structure it behooves every Liberal, be he editor or 
layman, to be constantly on his guard against tacitly 
advocating or apologizing for crime. 

The Christian church is fast sinking under the 
waves of popular opinion, simply because she is too 
heavily loaded with superstition and hypocrisy. Let 
all Liberals take warning, lest we, too, unwittingly 
overload our ship or allow our opponents to sink her 
with the deadly freight of Anarchy and obscenity. 

Syracuse, Sept 27,1886. Joun W. TRUESDELL. 

——— — —93—99—————————— 


Picked Up By Mr. Renwick. 

To vax Eprror or Tue Trours Seexer, Sir: lam 
an old man, a patron of Tur TRUTH SEEKER, was an 
earnest friend of D. M. Bennett, and believe to-day, 
as then, that he was falsely charged, tried, convicted, 
and punished. You said so then, and say so now, 
and it seems to hav given offense to some so-called 
truth seekers, notably, John Ray, of Ontario. And, 
beginning with his postscript, which. if it means auy- 
thing, means that a man with a backbone in him is 
a forlorn hope in the editorial chair of Tue TRUTH 
Srexer, I beg leave to differ from him. 

John Ray plainly tells us that his mind comp'etely 
flopped over between the dates August 13th and 28th. 
Then he did not think you were outside of your Jat- 
itude; now he does. He tells us you *appear to ad- 
vocate the views of the Anarchists.” If this is true, 
he should be able to point out at least the number of 
the paper that contains it. '*Deprecate" would hav 
been the exact word—not * advocate" Mr. Ray tells 
us “there is war betwe-n labor an] capital, and he does 
not think the affairs of the nation would be improved 
by conceding to the demands of the Anarchists or 
working classes.” I am a wage earner, John Ray. I 
am not an Anarchist. Are you? I believe in law 
aud order. Do you? 

I believe in a fair day's work for a fair day's pay. 
Do you? This is the demand of the honest workiug- 
man. only this and nothing more. With the editor 
of Tux Truru Serxer, I do not believe in tue vica- 
rious hangiug of half a dozen men because they 
could not catch -the wretch who threw the shell. 
Do.you? Tabernacle Talinage recommended that an 
Irish Roman Catholic policeman should bespatter the 
walls of a theater with the brains of Colonel Inger- 
soll, but I would not hang him for it. Would you? 
For your “intelligence and capital,” I would suggest 
“avarice and capital” as the proper words to use. 

And now, in conclusion, permit me to say that I 
hav seen some service, and would enlist again to de- 
fend the right of John Ray to express his views upon 
any subject, before any audience that wished to hear 
him. With the most supreme contempt for judge 
and jury in the trials at Chicago, and a hearty bravo 
for your backbone iu denouncing them, I remain 
sound for free speech, a free press, and a free people. 

Louisville, Ky. Wm. E. REexwrok. 

——— —— ——*-$--99————————- 
W. FE. Gould, Portland’s Defaulter. : 
From the Leiist n, Maire, Labor Adm ente, 

A bosom friend of W. E. Gould, the Portland defaulter, 
has this to sav of him : 

* Let them say what thev may, I say to you that William 
Edward Gould has felt a strong desire to sce sinners coming 
to Christ. This busy b.siness man. whatever may hav been 
his faults, has felt that there was for him a special work if 
he preached not the gospel. I know that recently he ex- 
pressed the greatest concern in regard to the possible spread 
of the errors of Colonel Ingersoll. He has been honest in all 
of his religious experiences.” 

We can't help thinking that the stockholders of the First. 
National Bank. of Portland, would much rather hav the 
errors of Ingersoll spread arounl their counters than the 
errors of Gould A man who is so terribly good that he will 
steal to prevent the spread of Bob Inzersollism is ton goody- 
good for à bank cashier. The best thing that they can do 
with Gould is to send him as a missionary to the Cannibal 
Islands, so that when he finds a cannibal that is inclined to 
eat somebody, Gould can eat the cannibal and thus stop the 
spread of cannibalism. i 

We don't pity the bank any. When one thief steals from 
another the people lose nothing. This seventy thonsan d the 
bank has lost was taken from the people and no equivalent 
given; and Gould knew it and he, undoubtedly. tho irht he 
might as well take it as the bunk. Bat we do feel real sorry 
that Gould has been deprived of carrying ont the great aim 
of his life—stopping the spread of Iagersollism and the sub- 
stitutiun of Gouldism in its place. 
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An Open Letter to Henry George. 
Henry Gronas, Esq., MAYORALTY CANDIDATE OF THE 
Lason Rerorm Parry, Dear Sir: As you are a Re- 
form candidate for the mayoralty of this city, the 
Freethinkers of the town take & peculiar interest in 
your campaign. A large proportion of them are 
activ advocates of labor reform and of your candi- 
dacy for mayor. As in many respects the most 
"brilliant advocate of land reform this century has 
seen, as an avowed Free Trader, and as a sym- 
pathizer with labor, your reputation is as wide as the 
diffusion of the English language. There is, how- 
ever, one form of injustice to which labor is subject. 
upon which no expression of opinion has been pub- 
lished by you. We mean those forms of ecclesi- 
astical robbery which the Nine Demands of Liberal- 
ism oppose. A statement of these Demands being 
also a statement of the laws which Liberals desire 

repealed, we-quote them here for your perusal: 


** 1. We demand that churches.and other ecclesiastical prop- 
erty shall be no longer exempt from jnst taxation. 

** 9. We demand that the employment of chaplains in Con- 
gress, in state legislatures, in the navy and militia, and in 
prisons, asylums, and all other institutions supported by 
public money. shall be discontinued. 

* 8, We demand that all public appropriations for educa- 
tional and charitable institutions of & sectarian character 
shall cease. 

** 4, We demand that all religious services now sustained by 
the government shall be abolished; and especially that the 
use of the Bible in the public schools, whether ostensibly as 
8 text-book or avowedly as a book of religious worship, shall 
be prohibited. 

** 5, We demand that the appointment, by the president of 
the United States or by the governors of the various states, 
of all religious festivals and fasts shall wholly cease. 

** 6. We demand that the judicial oath in the courts and in 
all other departments of the government shall be abolished, 
and that simple affirmation under the pains and penalties of 
perjury shall be established in its stead. 

“<7, We demand that all laws directly or indirectly enforcing 
the observance of Sunday as the Sabbath shall be repealed. 

** 8. We demand that all laws looking to the enforcement of 
* Christian? morality shall be abrogated, and that all laws 
shall be conformed to the requirements of natural morality, 
equal rights, and impartial liberty. 

“9, We demand that not only in the Constitutions of the 
United States and of the several states, but also in the prac- 
tical administration of the same, no privilege or advantage 
.shall be conceded to Christianity or any other special religion; 
that our entire political system shall be founded and admin- 
istered on a purely secular basis; and that whatever changes 
shall prove necessary to this end shall be consistently, un- 
fiinchingly, and promptly made." 

The first of these demands is, in land and property 
` interest involved, the most important. Doubtless you 
are aware that in the United States there are over 
100.000 church buildings, aggregating in value some 
$746,294,833. This vast property enjoys the pro- 
tection of the state. If threatened by fire, the state 
protects it; if destroyed by mobs, the state remu- 
nerates the churches. Yet, for this protection the 
religious organizations pay not one cent to the pub- 
lic treasury. The Freethinkers demand that this 
$746,294,833 worth of ecclesiastical property bear 


` | chaplains and 6 retired. 


its just share of the burden of taxation. What is 
your opinion of this demand? 

Thé second demand of Liberalism relates to dap. 
lains in the various national and state institutions. 
I would call your attention to the amendment to the 
Constitution which prohibits Congress from estab- 
lishing religion, and then to the following facts: 
The Army Register shows 30 white and 4 colored 
chaplains in service.. In the navy there are 23 activ 
Congress employs two. 
Reckoning their different grades of pay, we find that 
the United States annually devotes to establishing 
religion the following amounts: Chaplains in Con- 
gress, $1,800; in the army, $84,600; in the navy, 
$60,000. Total, $146,400. The Freethinkers de- 
mand that this unconstitutional expenditure shall 
cease.. Do you, esteemed sir, agree with them? 

The third demand relates to public appropriations 
for schools and other institutions of a sectarian 
character. Let me call your attention to a few facts 
which may possibly hav escaped your notice. In the 
city to the mayoralty of which your friends (and you 
hav no better friends than among the Freethinkers) 
desire to elevate you, one church, the Catholic, has been 
given in real estate $3,500,000; in cash, $6,043,626.45 ; 
and is now receiving about $700,000 annually. The 
reason for these donations is the alleged moral 
influence of the church. But Freethinkers cannot 
admit that Catholicism is a good policeman when we 
find that in 66 prisons of the United States and 
Canada more than one-third ‘of the inmates are 
Roman Catholics. Many of the institutions which 
receive public support are but Catholic parochial 
schools under aliases, in which children are educated 
in the tenets of Romanism. Respecting the influence 
which these schools exert, I would call your atten- 
tion to the following from Dexter A. Hawkins: “ The 
parochial school,” he says, “in comparison with the 
public school, has relativly reduced and dwarfed the 
ability of the brilliant. Irish race to gain a livelihood 
to such an extent that in the city of New York, from 
1871 to 1875 inclusiv, five years, the Department of 
Charities and Corrections cared for Irish paupers to 
the number of 98,787; while of Americans there 
were only 63,178; of Germans, only 24,273; and of 
all other races only 17,563. In addition to this there 


were each year several thousand of the Irish race. 


assisted by the charitable institutions of their church, 
of whith we hav no reliable data. 


“The above figures, reduced to a comparativ ratio- 


based on the last United States census of each race 
in tbis city, taking the Americans as the unit of the 
ratio, givs the following : 


[Crosor o ———————— 
All others. 


“Tn other words, a child trained up in the Roman 
Catholie parochial school is so much inferior intel- 
leetually to one trained up in the public school, that 
he is three and a half tèmes as likely to become a 
pauper as he would be if he attended the free publie 
schools of the city." 

The Freethinkers, therefore, demand that sectarian 
appropriations shall cease forever. Do you, Mr. 
George, incline to this opinion? 

The fourth demand asks that governmental re- 
ligious services and the use of the Bible in the 
schools shall be done away with. The injustice of 
the present customs in these matters must be appar- 
ent at once to a man of your discriminating powers. 
The support of the state is compulsory, and every 
citizen contributes his share toward its expenses. 
What right, therefore, hav our legislators to use a 
portion ‘of the people's money to pay for prayers 
which a large number of taxpayers regard as so much 
superstitious mummery and a relic of barbaric sacri- 
fices to idols? A Jew is forced in this way to sus- 
tain a religion which he knows is false; a Moham- 
medan pays for what is to him an infidel service; a 
Freethinker contributes to a most debasing exhibi- 
tion of fear and flattery, which his soul abhors. Is 
it fair to force this contribution by law?. As to the 
presence of a religious book in our publie schools, 
you cannot be unaware of the trouble it is at present 
causing in this country. The Catholics are building 
parochial schools and withdrawing their children 
from the public institutions, in many cases crippling 
the work of secular education. But we cannot blame 
the Romish church. It is unfair for officious re- 


ligious teachers to cram their denominational doctrins 


down the throats of children of all denominations 
and of no denomination. In some places (West 
Point, Wis., for one) children whose parents object 


to hav theology taught them hav been forced to wait ^ 
in cold entry-ways while the Methodist teacher puts 


the scholars through a course of Bible reading and 
Methodist song and lay sermon. Was this right? 
If our schools are free, should they teach religion of 
any kind? Freethinkers hav-a curiosity to know how 
so distinguished a man as yourself views the fourth 
demand of Liberalism. 

The fifth demand is for the- abolition of govern- 
mental fast days. When Thomas. Jefferson was 
asked to appoint fast days and “ Thanksgivings ” he 
refused, saying he had no right to do it; and during 
the eight years of his administration he adhered to 
this Constitutional construction of his duty. 
to-day regarded as our model president—as knowing 
most about the intentions of the founders of this 


government—as being the most American American : 


that ever sat in the presidential chair. And surely a 
man who played so important a part in establishing 
the American republie may be regarded as its best 
exponent. You hav publicly declared your belief in 
the principles of Thomas Jefferson. Will you, Mr. 


‘George, if elected to the mayoralty of this city, do 


what you may to follow the example of Jefferson ? 
As to judicial “oaths,” for the abolition of which, 


in our courts of justice, the sixth demand of Liberal- ` 


ism was framed. Oaths are relics of the times when 
men proved the truth of their words by offering their 
bodies in mortal combat. 
show the absurdity of such a proceeding. Oaths 
upon a religious book, aside from their farcical aspect, 
place the liar at an advantage over the honest man. 
No honest man will conceal, if he hav it, his contempt 


for a book filled with obscenity, but the liar will . 


glibly take the oath, kiss the book, go upon the wit- 
ness-stand, and perjure himself. The honest man is 
ruled out of court; the liar’s testimony is taken. 
Would. you vote for the retention on our statute 
books of the absurd laws that permit this ? 

Sunday laws, for the repeal of which the seventh of 
Liberalism’s demands asks, are the expression of a 


theological opinion. They are maintained forthe ben- - 
efit of the priests and ministers, who, not possessing 


the confidence of the people, are afraid if Sunday 


laws are repealed they will be out of a job. In the. 
words of Parker Pillsbury: * Break this one yoke 


and priestly domination is no more. With this holy 
day must go their holy office, and with it their holy 
and reverend selvs.” Sunday is made gloomy by 
these laws ; and every man who takes a little recrea- 
tion on that day is made a criminal and a law-breaker. 
He is forbidden by these laws to enjoy himself; to 


take his family into the fields, or to indulge with i 


them in healthful out-door amusement. The prac- 
tical effect of Sunday laws in most places is to close 
everything but the churches and rum-shops. This is 


not a healthy result, as the Monday morning books of l 


the police courts show. In this city, especially, do 
the Sunday laws work disastrously. Every museum 


is closed; every publie library but oneis closed; every ` 


reading-room but oneisclosed. A visitor to the park 
can see nothing but the ground and the outside of 
the museum buildings upon which the city has spent 
hundreds of thousands of dollars. The present 
mayor—a Roman Catholic, by the way—made an 
effort Jast fall to hav these museums opened on Sun- 
days. Will you, if elected, labor to effect that open- 
ing? And will you further use such power as a 
mayor rightfully can to make of Sunday a free day, 
upon which the laborer can find that recreation 
from which his occupation absolutely bars him on 
week-days? 

Morality, which is the subject of the eighth 
demand, does not depend upon any religious system 
for its support. Mohammedans are moral in some 
respects, in others immoral. Buddhists are moral 
and immoral. Jews the same. “Thou shalt not 
steal” is an expression of natural morality, and does 
not depend upon Buddha's reiteration of it for its 
authoritativness. True morality is the result of the 
experience of the human race, and is that which 
benefits them. An action is moral or immoral ac- 
cording as it helps or hurts the doer and those af- 
fected by it. Sunday laws, blasphemy laws, oath 
laws, laws appointing fasts, laws enforcing religious 
services, laws recognizing any particular religious 
book, laws allowing churches special .privileges, are 
the result of an attempted grafts of Christianity 


He is 


It needs no argument to: 


M 
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“upon the state, an attempt also to enforce a morality 
specially denominated Christian. It is not against 
natural morality to enjoy. one’s self on Sunday; and 
natural morality was never promoted by a blasphemy 
statute. It is only “Christian” morality which com- 
mands one to lengthen his face on Sunday, or that 
finds blasphemy in the expression of an honest 
opinion of the Bible. Christian morality, in August 
of 1886, in New Jersey, indicted as a criminal a man 
for saying that he did not believe the first chapter of 
"Genesis is true. Freethinkers, therefore, demand the 
` repeal of such laws, and the basing of legal enact- 
ment upon the requirements of natural morality, 
equal rights, and impartial liberty. t 
The ninth demand ought to meet your ready ac- 
ceptance. At the present day, in about two-thirds 
of our states Atheists are disqualified from appear- 
ing in court. They may not testify; nor can they sit 
as jurors. In Massachusetts the law discredits them 
—they are not supposed to be honest. In New 
- Hampshire no Catholic can hold a state office. 
Almost everywhere the courts are prejudiced against 
' so-called heresy, and im favor of religion. A Chris- 
tian known to be a man of doubtful veracity can in 
all the states be accepted as a good witness. A 


^ heretic, though known to be honest, virtuous, wise, is 


“rejected by laws based on Christian morality. This 


monstrous injustice the Freethinkers are laboring to 


redress. If you are elected to gines. wil they ob- 
tain your aid? 

In the last presidential campaign letters similar to 
this were addressed to the candidates aspiring to 
enter the White House. The managers of their 
eampaigns made no reply, nor was it expected they 
would. 'They knew too mueh to commit themselvs 
upon these subjects. They knew that hypocrisy ina 
politician is his stock in trade; that no man who hon- 
estly expressed favorable sentiments on these matters 


could be elected; that if the candidate did not cater 


to Christianity, or “work the religious racket,” as it 
is called by the practical politicians, he might as well 
commit suicide. But you are running, not as a poli- 
_tician, but as a Reformer, with a capital R. Your 
"published principles are radical—as far from the or- 
: thodox social economy as Infidelity is from the or 
thodox theology—heretieal in conception, destructiv 
in tendency, and revolutionary in their applied out- 
come. Every orthodox owner of an acre of ground 
is your natural enemy; every stockholder in a cor. 
. poration should wish you hanged; and every mo- 
nopoly would probably cheerfully contribute to the 
expense of a rope. Your friends are the wronged 
. and oppressed; the weak and almost friendless; the 
poor, the blind, the halt, and the lame. Like Jesus, 
you hav for disciples the common people, and not 
‘the rich and powerful. Such opinions as you profess 
hav been given with the boldness and rugged vigor 
that indicate the sincere man. We are in hopes, 
therefore, that your moral and political backbone will 
. bear the strain of announcing your views upon those 
demands which organized Liberalism makes in behalf 
of justice to the poor, the equality of sects, and im- 
partial liberty for all. 

It was the thought of the founders of this repub- 
lic, as you doubtless know, to make this a secular 
republic. We do not mean by this that all our Revo- 
lutionary forefathers were Secularists, in the sense 
that a Secularist is an Infidel, but we do mean that 
the uppermost thought with them was to secure per- 
fect religious freedom for all religions and for no 
religion. Our forefathers had practical experience 
with the discriminations which theologians make 
when they get the chance to govern. The men who 
established our republic had seen witches hanged on 
Boston Common; they had seen women stripped and 
lashed through streets of Massachusetts towns be- 
cause of their alleged heresy; they had seen. Quakers 
driven into a frozen wilderness to perish; they had 
seen the bitter fights between the Puritans and the 
churchmen of England; they had seen Protestants 
making war upon Catholics; they had read the blas- 
phemy statutes, which sent heretics to the stocks 

. and gallows, to the whipping-post and pillory ; they 
had read the Maryland statute which for three times 
denying. the holy trinity condemned the offender to 
death, and they had seen with horror the sear of the 
branding-iron upon Infidel foreheads. Do you won- 
-der, then, that our forefathers placed in our Consti- 
tution an eternal prohibition against religion forming 
any part of our law? And with that prohibition they 
went down to the grave ES that they had secured 


E 


perfect religious liberty for their country for all time. 
What a glorious monument to their manhood is that 
prohibition, and in what appalling degeneracy do we 
see the laws and praetices of our states to-day! Con- 
fiding in their Constitutional guarantees, the people 
hav rested in the belief that, religiously, this country 
isfree. They awake to-day to find themselvs in legal 
chains to the churches. Before the suffrages of 
your friends can be cast for you, Mr. George, a man 


‘will be tried, not thirty miles from this city, for blas- 


phemy—for saying that he did not believe the first 
chapter of Genesis. That man has a wife and chil- 
dren, and it may be their lot to see the husband and 
father taken from them and put i in a cell in a state 
prison, a criminal and companion of criminals! What 
think you of laws that make this possible? Is not 
the repeal of such infamous enactments as important, 
as humanitarian, as holy a work as the saving of a 
few dollars a year to the taxpayers of New York? 

But this letter grows long. It was not intended 
to preach you a sermon upon Christian injustice, for 
to be hated that needs but to be seen. It was only 
desired to get your opinion—favorable or unfavor- 
able—upon some subjects which, as’ Freethinkers, we 
deemed the most important of any now beforé the 
people. Politicians, like St. Paul, are all things to 
all men, to the end that they may get votes, and their 
promises are usually valuable only before election. 
But of a Reform candidate unusual things are ex- 
pected—even so unusual a thing as a declaration of 
the views he holds upon unpopular reforms. We 
shall therefore take pleasure in giving your reply the 
same prominence we hav given these questions. 

— oO 
A Social Club. 

Mr. Willard Brown, a member of the Manhattan 
Club of this city, last week invited Edward Aveling 
and Mr. Liebnecht to visit him at his club. The in- 
vitation was accepted. While seated on the balcony, 
discussing music and art, they received a message 
from the governors of the club to the effect that 
their room was preferable to their company. The 
reason given to Mr. Brown as the cause of this 
expulsion of his guests was that Aveling and Lieb- 
necht were “Socialists over here in the interests of 
those Socialists who are under sentence of death in 


Chicago." As such “they are enemies to the free 
institutions that Americans love.” So Dr. Aveling 
and Herr Liebnecht had to go. 


If this were only another illustration of the boor- 

ish manners of the members. of the Manhattan Club, 
it would not be a very serious matter, but as show- 
ing how seared the people are at Socialism, the inci- 
dent deserves permanent record. Years ago, the 
self-named “respectability” of Boston ejected from 
their houses and clubs the Abolitionists, because 
they wanted to see justice done the slaves. The “re- 
spectability” of Boston has since then tumbled all 
over itself and rolled in the mud in its eagerness to 
do honor to those Abolitionists. 
- Ostracism from so-called society is the penalty 
usually paid by the holders of unpopular opinions 
for possessing brain enough to differ from the ortho- 
dox folks.  Infidels, especially know what it is 
to be pointed out as curiosities. But such ostracism 
is a badge of honor, worn proudly by the victims, 
and the probabilities are that Messrs. Aveling and 
Liebnecht can stand their expulsion if the Man- 
hattan Club can. They are not Anarchists, but 
Socialists, and hav no more sympathy with the opin- 
ions of such gentlemen as Benjamin R. Tucker and 
Henry Appleton than they hav for the teachings . of 
the Communist of Judea or of his apostles. But 
the people who call everybody who objects to be 
swindled by law an Anarchist will never find this fact 
out, and they will go on calling Socialism Anarchy 
to the end of their days. 

As for the Manhattan Club, considering the kind 
of material of which it is composed, there is nothing 
strange in its action. Though it is a Democratic 
club, there is no doubt that Thomas Jefferson would 
be expelled if he talked his heresy on its balcony to- 
day. So would Jesus Christ be kicked off the por- 
tals of the fashionable churches of the city. Be- 
tween the supercilious uppercrust of “society” and 
the degraded lowercrust of ignorant serfs who vote 
as the priest tells them, there is but precious little 
left of that American spirit of independence and love 
of personal liberty which gave us the best system of 
government the world has yet seen. Opinions ad- 
verse to the rightfulness of buying and selling men 


and women because their skins were black, and opin- 
ions adverse to the claims of scripture, hav all along 
been met with the cold shoulder,.and the passing by 
on the other side. Now it seems that opinions as to 
the nature of property and the structure and func- 
tions of government are to be punished in like man- 
ner. To be consistent, every member of the Man- 
hattan Club should refuse to speak to Henry George, 
who audaciously proposes to revolutionize our prop- 
erty system by taxing land irrespectiv of improve- 
ments, so that those who are now holding land vacant 
shall be compelled either to build on it themselvs or 
to giv up the land to those who will. 

Fools oft do funny things, but to the Manhattan 
Club must be awarded the chief jester's cap and 


bells. 
— —93À-9— ——— —— 


Editorial Notes. 


Turk Independent gravely considers the question of 
whether we of this generation hav a “personal share in 
Adam's guilt." The editor once asked a candidate for the 
foreign mission work, ‘‘If you believe that you actually had | 
a personal part in Adam's sin of eating that fruit, why don't 
you, the next time you kneel in prayer, tell God you repent 
of it, and ask him to forgiv you for it?" The answer 
silenced all response: ‘‘Why, I hav done it a thousand 
times." And the editor adds: '* President Edwards approv- 
ingly relates how a young woman in his congregation was 
deeply convicted of the guilt of Adam's first sin and heartily 
repented of it." The utter puerility of such gibberish as. 
this does not seem to be apparent to the writer, but i it ought 
to be to the reader. 


Tus Petaluma Secular Free Library is the title of one of 
the best institutions in the city of Petaluma, Cal. It isa 
well-equipped library, for a young one, due to the generosity 
and public spirit of a few of the Infidels of the place. One 
gentleman donated $200, another one $50 with which to 
start the collection of books, and two others gave some $55 
worth of Liberal volumes. For the present the library is 
located in the store of Philip Cowen, who gratuitously acts 
as librarian. The collection of works will be extended as 
means permit and the people show interest in the enterprise. 
Petaluma is fortunate in at least a few of her citizens, who, 
by the establishment of a free library, hav furnished occupa- 
tion for the leisure hours of the people, thereby doing a 
great deal toward emptying the snlodhs. It remains only for- 
the people to appreciate and patronize the library and so ex- 
tend its sphere of usefulness. 


—————— 

Every week TuE TRUTH SzEKER, illuminated by Watson X 
Heston’s inimitable cartoons upon the absurdities of the ` 
Bible, finds its way to our table of valued exchanges, bring- 
ing up reminiscences of the grand old truth seeker who 
started upon the waters of superstition the bark which has 
since grown to be a well-recognized power in the cause of 
progress. If, as he always hoped, the change termed death 
did not end his conscious existence, the founder of Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER must look with gratification and pleasure 
upon the conduct and growth of his journal. Impartial and 
just, its columns are always “open to every side of every 
question. Keen and observing, its managers see beneath the 
surface and send forth ample warning of hidden dangers. 
Like a lightship anchored out upon the trackless ocean THE 
TRUTH SEEKER points to all the way which leads toward 74 
eterna] justice.—Missouri Liberal. Á 


We do not imagin that a reply in detail to Mr. John W. 
Truesdell’s communication is needed. Fora man bent on 
gathering bottom facts he writes very incoherently. He in- 
sinuates that we hav advocated Anarchy, when the facts are 
that for months we hav opposed it; he likens our position to 
that of the copperhead editors during the war, but he cannot 
support his position by the quotation of a line; he brings in 
the old obscenity business, insinuating that the ‘‘ repeal” 
people are working for the transmission of filth in the mails, 
when he knows that our position on that question is purely 
one of Constitutional limitation; he tacitly asserts that 
treasonable talk is punishable, when if he ever read the Con- 
stitution he knows that treasonable acts only can be pun- 
ished by the government; he denies that Freethought means 
free thought on all subjects; he more than insinuates that 
an Anarchist is worse than a murderer; and winds up by 
asserting that a ‘‘ devilish conspiracy" was clearly proved 
against the Chicago people now under sentence of death, but 
does not attempt to support the assertion by a word of evi- 
dence. He seems to view the Anarchists precisely as Tal- 
mage does the Infidels. Last Sunday Talmage asked his 
congregation, ‘‘ Does it not seem to you as if the time had 
come for God to punish the defamation of his name and 
truth? Look abroad and see the blasphemy in this country. 
A blasphemer can go up and down this continent lecturing 
against God, in defiance of the laws of this country, and no 
mayor has had backbone enough to stop him, except a 
former mayor of Toronto. Blasphemy is worse than mur- 
der; worse than arson. These are only offenses against 
humanity, while blasphemy is an offense against almighty 
God.” Mr. Truesdell’s argument is one of pure sentiment; 
his “facts” are entirely imaginary, and his conclusions 
square with his prejudices. Talmage thinks that Infidels 
hav no rights that Christians are bound to respect. Mr. 
Truesdell thinks that Anarchists hav no rights that any- 
body is bound to respect. We are sorry that our esteemed 
friend has. done us sgo gross an injustice as to misrepresent 
what we hav said, but we are content-to leave the matter 
with his own conscience and the common sense af our 
readers. : 


. then the world will grow better. 
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Zetters fram friends. 


Pirtssureu, Pa., Sept. 28, 286. 

Mz. Epiror: Charles Watts has again visited Pittsburgh, 
aud stirred up the City of Natural Gas ‘‘unto good work." 
He lectured at. Maltby Hall before the Pittsburgh Secular 
Society on Sunday, the 26th inst., on ‘‘ The Reformation; or, 
Catholicism or Protestantism, Which? ? As a historical 
resumé of the Reformation, and a critical comparison of the 
respectiv merits of Catholicism and Protestantism, it was a 
marvel of judicious discrimination, happy illustration, and 
logical application of the lessons of history to a correct solu- 
tion of the problem. 

Mr. Watts was in his happiest vein, and the frequent ap- 
plause of the large audience attested their appreciation of his 
effort. At 8 p.m. he lectured at Wilson's Hall in Allegheny 
City, on ‘‘ Saints or Sinners—Which ?” This was an entirely 
new lecture, and was not delivered with that elan and auda- 
cious abandon so characteristic of Mr. Watts when scoring 
orthodoxy, yet its frequent sallies of wit and humor were 
sufficient to amuse while instructing his audience. He left 
last night for Grand Rapids, Mich., to labor.in the vinyard. 

Yours, Harry Hoover. 


SPRINGVILLE, Uran, Aug. 26, 1886. 

Mr. Eniror: After reading the account of the wrong- 
doings that took place at Boont:n, N. J., in damaging the 
tent, etc., in Tug TRUTH SEEKER, I wrote to my friend, Wm. 
Reynolds, of Wanship, proposing to him that we send 
around to all our good folks and invite them to assist in the 
war against the enemies of truth. In answer he said his mite 
had been sent, etc., and, of course, we that want to can do 
the same in a separate or united manner, seeing it is no more 
than our duty to stand by and uphold our leading men in 
the front who are battling with the enemy of truth and right 
for our cause in the lecture-field and through the press, 
sometimes meeting and having to get along the best way 
they can with real devils led on by their masters. 

I intend in the course of a month, more or less, to see and 
confer with my friend H. S. Brooks, of Payson, and see it 
we can raise a few dollars to send in to the assistance of the 
tent fund, which should be kept going as long as possible. 

Iexpect my friend C. B. Reynolds will defend himself the 
best he can in law with those mobocrats; and should an un- 
righteous decision in law be made, it will only lower those 
who so decide in the estimation of all honest people. 

As this world has its ups and downs we may expect to 
meet both in our trav@s, but let us stick and hang together 
to oppose the errors of this world, and cling to the truth and 
ihe right forever. People hav to be taught correct ideas and 
Old ideas should be got 
rid of and new and better ones adopted. 

Luxe Ww. GALLOP. 


Gren Hatt, Pa., Sept. 11, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: I received a letter from you desiring that all 
subscribers to Tas Truta SEEKER should pay in advance. 
As my subscription expires on the flrst, I herewith inclose 
$3, hoping that all subscribers will do likewise, as surely it 
would be a small inconvenience to each, while in the aggre- 
gate it would be a great favor to the editor. 

J. Peck’s articles in Tug" TRuTH SEEKER are very good, 
and I think that, put in tract or pamphlet form, they might 
be circulated to good advantage. I would take two or three 
dozen of them at a fair price for gratuitous circulation, as 
my lot seems to be cast in strong surroundings of priesthood, 
and we are rarely ever favored with Liberal lectures. Some 
three years past, I communicated with Mr. Bell, and he came 
on. I engaged the hall in West Chester, and it proved to be 
a very pleasant moonlight night. Only some five orsix came 
out. I hired à bell-man to ring around the town, and yet 
the nuniber was not increased. So it proved a failure. I 
paid for hall and bell-man, and so the matter dropped; but 


. not without a strong desire on my part that some one who 


could draw an audience would offer. I went over thirty 
miles to Philadelphia to hear Mr. Ingersoll, and see if I could 
get him to come to West Chester. He promised me he would 


come. Ihav written and sent word to him, and yet he does 
not come. There is not the least doubt of him getting a full 
house. I willengage the hall and do the advertising, if he 


will fix the time and drop me a postal. Ido want the still 
water of orthodoxy stirred up. Will you help me? 
R. I. SANBORN. 


Hornen, Mo., Sept. 16, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav for a few months been a subscriber to 
and an interested reader of your paper. Some things in it 
do not accord with my views. This is to be expected ina 


Liberal paper where all subjects are freely discussed from all: 


standpoints. — 

Iam a Theist. I believe that all organic forms were 
evolved, and that some supreme being, entity, or energy in 
some way gave emanation and impress to the force of nature. 
But I do not ‘believe in a personal God. It would be as ab- 
surd to conceive of a God endowed with sex as of one en- 
cumbered with a tail. I do not believe that God dictated a 
book, or begat.a son. 

Another thing to which I wish to demur is a tendency on 
the part of some of your correspondents to apologize for the 
crimes of the Anarchists. From my standpoint their prin- 
ciples are at enmity with civilization, and the organization 
known as the Knights of Labor is their progeny. 

In the main, I like your paper—one grand feature of which 
is “ Letters from Friends.” Through these we can commune 
with intelligent thinkers in almost every part of the world. 

I hav been an ardent believer in Freethought and an out- 
spoken disbeliever in revealed religion for many years. Fif., 
teen years ago I stood almost alone here on these subjects. 


Now we hav good schools, and daily, weekly, and monthly 
periodicals from all points of the compass, and the result is 
that about three hundred Liberal men and women get their 
mail here. 

Five years ago, when my boy was only five years old, he 
wanted to go to Sunday-school. We permitted him to go. 


On one “ blessed Sabbath” morning, however, he said he 


did not want to go to Sunday-schoo! that day. When asked 
why, he said, ‘‘ Ob, there is too much Jesus and Jerusalem 
init." I think it the duty of parents to teach their children 
to avoid the slums of superstition, and the consequent 
shackles of orthodoxy, and the dogmas of creeds. 

All men and women will be better when they know that 
they can’t pray out of the consequences of wrong-doing ; 
that there is no sin-cleansing virtue in the blood of a man who 
has been dead for many years; that truth, sobriety, and rec- 
titude are the means and harbingers of happiness. 

C. L. Carter, M.D. 


: ABILENE, Kan., Sept. 14, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed ten cents for another 
copy of Tug TRUTH SEEKER dated Sept: 11, 1886. You will 
observe that I am doing a little missionary work, by sending 
some copies of the dear old Teora SgEKER, which I appre- 
ciate very much indeed, to some friends of mine, although 
they are very much surprised to know that I am. such a 
strong Liberal in Freethought, and take such an interest in 
working for the same, after being such.a strict and faithful 
worker in the Lutheran church for the last twenty years. 
They say they cannot see why it is. ^ 

But I was unfortunate, when I was a little boy ten years 
old, in losing my right arm by the threshing-machine, and 
ever since I har plenty of leisure time for reading and trav- 
eling some in the world, and hearing discussions on all sub- 
jects, and I became fully convinced that the Liberals hav the 
best. ground to stand upon, more common sense and reason 
to go by, whereas the church rests nearly all on faith, some- 
thing we cannot go by, for the simple reason that it is unrea-. 
sonable. 

I will send a few copies of the Lutheran Observer. Observe 
the marked pieces, as they may be of interest to you. 

I hav been a very close and constant reader of what they 
call religious papers ever since I knew anything, and, know- 
ing so well by experience the running of churches, I am now 
perfectly disgusted with them. But nevertheless I take an in- 
terest in going to church occasionally and reading their church 
papers. In that way we get both sides of the question. 
That is the kind of Liberalisra I believe in. I pity those 
fellows that can see only one side of a thing. Accept any- 
thing that has truth in it, no matter what it is. 

In looking over church papers, it is astonishing the 
&mount of money spent fur superstition, and to feed a lot of 
worthless preachers and priests. 

I hav a picture entitled, ** A Short Lesson in History for 
Christians," nicely framed and hung in. my bed-room, and 
also a large picture of Col. Robert G. Ingersoll decorating 
my room, and when my Christian friends come to see me I 
show them, and it grieves them so that they can hardly stand 
the sight. When they see the cut where the church is encour- 
aging astronomy by murdering Bruno; '* The Beginning of 
Freethought;" ‘‘ Galileo Forced to Recant" by the priest 
standing beside him with the sword of the Inquisition; 
“ Teachers of Science;" ‘ Teachers of Salvation ;” ** Presby- 
terianism, the Telegraph, and the Steam-engin;” and ‘‘ The 
Last Argument of the Church "— when they see all that they 
turn away from it mad and say, “Itsa lie!” The church, 
they say, '* never did such a thing." J. BkETEM WISE. 


. . CLEVELAND, Onno, Sept. 5, 1886. 
Mr. Eprron : Under the heading of ** Powderly and Com- 
munism," in the Tut TkuTH Seeker of Sept. 4, 1886. is an 


article by some one styling himself ** Justice." For ignorance. 


and misrepresentation of the Knights of Labor and Mr. 
Powderly, it beats anything I hav seen for some time. 

To begin with, he says: ‘1 desire to ask if the actions of 
the Knights of Labor in Chicago. Milwaukee, Detroit, and 
New York, and the Gould Southwestern system, where they 
resorted to intimidation, violence, forcible possession, yea. 
and to:murder, were justifiable.” He also says that Mr. 
Powderlv boasted that unless Mr. Gould came to his terms 
he would order a universal boycott on Mr. Gould. The 
above statements, taken as a whole, are false and a misrep- 
resentation. In the first place, in the Chicago riots the 
Knights of Labor took xo part, but instead they offered their 
services to the mayor to put down the riot, and since then 
they hav been expelling all Anarchists and Socialists from 
their assembly. ln Milwaukee there was no riot, but the 
men while going in a body to request the men to quit work 
were fired upon by the Pinkerton detectivs, killing several, 
which created great excitement among the strikers, who 
would hav instituted a riot but for the interposition of Mr. 
Robert Schilling, who was called on by the mayor to quiet the 
men and keep them from raising a disturbance, and had suc- 
ceeded in doing so when the ‘governor ordered the militia to 
the city and gave orders for them to shoot to kill, and the 
militia, appearing there when all was quiet, so excited the 
men again that they became uncontrollable, and all the per- 
suasion and entreaties of Mr. Schilling could not stay them. 
I ask, Who was to blame for what followed?  Ileave that to 
all candid thinkers. The strikers were not armed, and in- 
tended no violence. Bo much for Milwaukee. 

The strike on the Gould Southwestern system was in- 


! sugurated entirely against positiv orders from Mr. Powderly 


by that bot-headed traitor, Martin Irons, who has since been 
compelled to fiy from the wrath of the Knights of Lahor, 
who hav discovered his rascality, and from evidence which 
has convinced them that he was -hired by capitalists to ruin 
the order. 


The New York strikes were not ordered by the Knights of 
Labor, and not carried on as Knights of Labor strikes. _ 

. * Justice” says: '' Yet. he [Powderly] givs the Southwest 
strike his official countenance and the support of the whole 
order.” Why should he not doso? Although he declares 
the strike unjustifiable and uncalled for, those men were lied 
to and deceived into doing as they did by that traitor Martin 
Irons. Is that any reason why those men should not be-kept 
from starvation by the support of the whole order?. And as 
for Powderly being a vain boaster, that is false from begin- 
ning to end. Mr. Powderly is not a man given to boasting. 
You cannot put your finger on a single boast that he is said to 
hav made that cannot be traced to be a sensational newspaper 
article, got up for the sole purpose of creating enmity to the ` 
Kuights of Labor. Mr. Powderly says but very little, but 
when he does speak there is no mistaking what he says and 
means. ` 

Also the L. S. & M. S. strike was not a Knights of Labor 
strike, nor was it ordered by Powdcrly. Wherever there.has 
been a strike by the Knights of Labor it has been brought 
about by the trade unionist and political tricksters that hav 
gained access to the order, and especially in newly organized 
assembiies where they, being better versed in governing 
societies, soon become leaders and trample under foot the 
principles under which they are organized. I challenge any 
man to refute the,statement that the principles uuder which 
the Knights of Labor are organized, if carried into effect, . 
would bring peace and prosperity to the whole world. There 
would be no paupers, no poor, no money oligarchies, no 
grinding monopolies, no legalized robbers (the national banks 
and bond-holders). No such things as these would disgrace 
our fair land. Cuas. L. Watson. 

Lj Hi m $ 
GREELEY, CoL., Sept. 24, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: “The Story Hour” came safely to hand, and 
I am very much pleased with it. There are a great. many 
things contained therein that might prove instructiv to older 
persons. It is just the kind of literature to place in the 
hands of small children, being entirely free from superstition. 

Two weeks ago a Seventh-day Adventist pitched his tent in 
our midst, and began a series of lectures. I went to hear 
him enough to satisfy myself that the Adventists who believe: 
as he does are logically deficient. I am more thoroughly 
disgusted with the Bible than ever. I do wish Mr. Reynolds 
would come here and giv the community something worth 
hearing. 'There are à great many Liberals here who are 
highly capable of comprehending facts. I think the late 
earthquake in the South has done a little good. It has 
shaken a little reason into one minister's head., I copy the 
following extract from a letter on the.subject, given by Rev. 
Dr. Wilson, who stands high in the Episcopal church of 
Charleston, S. C. Dr. Wilson is one of the most learned 
gentlemen of that city, and has given the subject of earth- 
quakes and the subterranean formations about Charleston 
special study, and he speaks as sensibly upon the subject as 
he dares. . He says: ‘‘ The man who calls this a visitation of 
God's wrath for sins is a fanatic'who ought to he silenced. - 
God is a loving father, and not an executioner. Such talk is 
narrow, dangerous, and false. [I think he is going back on 
the Bible.] 1f we suffer from the operation of the wise laws 
which govern the universe for the general good, the compen- 
sation will come hereafter. This earthquake teaches the lit- 
tleness of our power and knowledge, and our dependence on 
him." If he would leave out ** him," and say “ ourselvs,” L 
think it would sound more sensible. 

The G« d above us faileth, 
The Zod within is strong. . 

He continues: ‘‘ The very fact that this is the result of a 
great law givs us absolute confidence, for just as sure as sum- 
mer follows winter, and seed-time follows harvest, so surely 
has this danger passed by, and we are not to look for a re- 
currence until two winters come in one year.” But he was 
mistaken, for it was repeated on the 21st of September, and, 
according to Wiggins, will occur again; and maybe it hus 
shaken another ray of light into his reasoning apparatus, and 
he will think God did not even make the law. 

Evran C. STILLWELL. 


BnaookLrN, N. Y. 

Mr. Enrror: In expressing thanks for the able explana- 
tions of the evolution theory of formations, by Mr. Charles 
Watts, published in Tua Trorn SrEkER, I hav to regret his - 
omission to explain the cause of the discrepancy between his 
theory and facts as they exist in nature. The evolution 
theory of formation logically assumes that evolution began 
witb the beginning of matter and can end only with the end- 
ing of matter, which is quite probable, forif matter never - 
nad a beginning évolution should not hav had. The evolu- 
tion theory of formation, if correct, should logically fill the 
earth with monstrosities in every conceivable stage of 
transition from the lower to the higher formations. Instead 
of that, we find that not only the several species, but the 
several varieties of the same species, are so strongly marked 
that we can distinguish them at a glance, and like invariably ` 
begets like. 

"The fact that all mammals hav a root—called the navel- 
string—attached to them at birth, through which they drew 
their sustenance while furming, is suggestiv that they 
originally grew out of the ground, as the Bible theory in- 
forms us they did. The navel-string would hav been formed 
in the stems of the plants that bore them, and their bodies 
then formed in bolls growing upon the stems. When the 
embryos had grown to maturity they burst their bolls.and 
walked forth in due time and propagated their species as 
they now do. They being the only seeds of the plants that 
bore them, no more plants of that genus should, hav grown 
from the ground. Tbe whale, being a mammal fish, sliould 
hav been the product of a marine plant growing at the bot- 
tom of the sea. The growth of the animals, from the germs, 
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being & subsequent or secondary formation, their primary. 
formation should hav been completed when their germs were 
formed, and, although the primary creation was completed, 
there should not hav been a man to till the ground until men 
had grown from the ground, by the usual process of nature, 
which should require as much time originally as now. The 
Bible theory distinctly asserts that the work of creation was 
, completed when the seeds were in the ground before they 
grew.: Moreover, it is well known that warm-blooded 
formations cannot be incubated except in & temperature 
about equal to the blood-heat of such formations, which 
` temperature could not hav existed in our planet except when 
it was first formed, and all warm-blooded formations should 
hav come into being soon after, or never by any known 
process of nature. The Bible is ahead yet; try again. 
J. A. TUTTLE. 
NEWARK, Sept. 7, 1886. 
Mr. Eviror: I hav often heard Roman Catholic priests re- 
mark that a little education is very dangerous. They are 
not so fearful of education as they are of a little exercise of 
intelligence, and if the people dare use one spark of that 
commodity contrary to the priest's interest, he will punish 


presume to do a little thinking for themselvs. Jesuits detest 
free schools, free speech, free thinkers, and Freemasons, and 
. warn their faithful subjects to beware of these latter wretches, 
for they are imps of tlie devil, and will lead them to hell. 
They hav declared to me that the laws of this country are not 
founded on the laws of God, but by godless heretics, and that 
the Catholics are in'duty bound to resist, and when they be- 
come strong, to overcome heretics. 
The state claims the right to educate her children; to make 
them intelligent, patriotic citizens. But Rome says, ‘‘ No; 
hands off till we hav first christened, then confirmed, and 
finally schooled them to be loyal to the pope.” When they 
hav graduated from popery, they become aliens to the land 
of their birth. Their loyalty belongs only to Rome; their 
country is no consequence. Now, sir, that is the first issue 
that has got be settled by the American and intelligent for- 
eigners, and politicians and the rest of the demagogs had 
` better take warning. The Jesuits ‘are driven from Europe, 
and they are colonizing every large city in our country. 

They are hungry, and want our revenues. They hav col- 
. lected half of them for years, but they want the whole, of 
course. The people are complaining of hard times, and 
great numbers don’t know what affects them. When you 
tell them there is too much dead church property, they laugh 
with innocence, and tell you if it were not for the churches 
people could not liv and there would be no law or order— 
thereby proving that such people hav no sense, no man- 
hood, mo courage, and are willing to be slaves to the church, 
with its strange Gods, Ghosts, Virgins, andsaints. I answer 
such people that ignorance is a curse, and it is not a folly to 
be wise. I, for one, don’t want to be taxed to suppo t a lot 
of lazy, idle beats who were born tired, who preach faith, 
hope, and charity. They hav plenty of faith, and hope—and 
cheek, that’s about the size of it, Dut charity none. The 
fools are.supposed to hav a double share of that. If they 
don’t giv, I pity their corrupted souls, that can only be 
purged of their corruption by paying their money. The 
pope, cardinals, bishops, priests, monks, and sisters all liv 
by purifying and fumigating souls. It pays well. They are 
all looking fat and healthy. Wherever there are mills, fac- 
tories, or workshops, there also you will find the costly 
cathedral, with its golden cross, the emblem of superstition 
and slavery, and inside are the priestly wolves, who are ever 
ready to ring the lambs to mass to rob them of their wages. 
Money was not earned by prayers, but by work—blood, bone, 
and muscle. Instead of blessing the people, they curse 
them. The priests are the only ones that are benetited by 
prayer. They are idle gods, and intelligent people get along 
without them; and fools could, too, if they only would take 
off the hoops that’ priests put on their heads to suppress 
their intellect. These priests not only rob the people of their 
money, the mothers and daughters of their virtue, but they 


rob our youths of reason and fill their heads with supersti-. 


tion, and build prisons to put poor, demented maidens 
. in, there to eke out a miserable life of misery and suffer- 
` ing. And politicians hav not the courage to demand these 
lords and sanctified beats to open wide their convent doors 
for inspection. The cowardly rascals will legislate against 
Mormons, but dare not raise their corrupted breaths above a 
whisper against Rome. The patriotism, chivalry, courage, 
and love of country of the Americans hav departed, and 
those noble qualities are replaced with corruption, servility, 
poverty, and cowardice. 

If our politicians want office, they take off their hats to 
the Irish popish bosses of both political parties, and beg them 
to take pity on their superannuated carcases and giv them a 
little office. They hav not the courage to demand it as their 
birthright. The Jesuits are ruling the country and sending 
the plunder to Rome for a foreign pope, and to support and 
enrich aristocratic Italian cardinals, living in ease and lux- 
ury. How long the people will submit to be ruled by poli- 
ticians I know not, but there will come a time when forbear- 
ance ceases to be a virtue. That time is near, and those rob- 
bers had better take warning, for the signs are against them. 

l W. W. Morris. 


Sr. CLAIRSYILLE, Ouro, Sept. 4, 1886. 

Mr. Eniror: As I remarked before, this is an orthodox 
community, and hence your readers will not be surprised to 
learn that Christian customs do here obtain. 

During the past two or three years a worthy minister of 
‘the Calvinistic school has been dispensing gospel fables for 
the edificaticn cf two adjoining ccngregaticrs, for which 
service he received the sum of one thousand dollars.’ In vul- 


t h ‘laden with baskets full of choicest eatables. 
them, the next time they come to confession, for daring to 


gar parlance, the parson had a ‘‘ snap." His family was small 
and not necessarily expensiv; his dwelling and adjoining 
grounds were of course furnished gratis, and his labors in 
his master’s vinyard were far lighter than those of most of 
his members, who received on an average less than half as 
much money therefor as himself. In addition to his salary, 
he received substantial support in the way of an occasional 
load of coal or hay, or assistance in the harvest of his crops. 
Not long since, the parson received a “call” to the presi- 
dency of a neighboring college, the salary offered being 
twelve hundred dollars. After mature refiection he accepted 
the position, not, we presume, for the sake of the increased 
salary, but doubtless to rid himself of the charge of several 
scores of lukewarm souls. He had become weary, perhaps, 
of preaching to empty pews, and longed for a change of 
scene. At all events, he resigned his double-barreled pastor- 
ate and cordially invited the members of his respectiv flocks, 
with their sisters, aunts, and cousins, to attend a reception 
at the parsonage on a certain day. He said ‘‘ reception,” but 
his flock seemed to misconstrue the term into ‘ donation 
party,” for when the eventful day arrived charitable Chris- 
tians wended their way from all directions to the parsonage 


Now, the question naturally arises, What became of the 
supply of good things provided for the occasion by the 
benevolent parson? As he had announced a reception, he 
certainly did not expect the guests to provide their own re- 
freshments, yet I hav not heard of any victuals being wasted 
or distributed among the poor. It is, therefore, fair to pre- 
sume that the parson anticipated a ‘‘surprise” donation 
party and hence did not provide for the occasion, except to 
furnish a dessert of ice-cream and lemonade. After the 
guests and their ‘‘ host” and his family had feasted on the 
edibles furnished chiefly by the guests, some charitable per- 
son, with more sympathy than judgment, started a sub 
scription-paper through the crowd soliciting contributions 
for the **needy " family of this man of God. Result, thirty- 
five dollars, which the parson accepted with thanks from his 
misguided admirers, thus exemplifying the sordid greed 
which everywhere characterizes the leaders in the three- 
cornered scheme of salvation. Here was a man receiving an 
exorbitant sum for labors which, in the judgment of many 
weightier men, are not only wasted, but a positiv injury to 
society. Within the bounds of his pastorates are living many 
families who lack the bare necessities of life, yet this gilt- 
edged pauper accepts without a conscientious pang the 
charity of his infatuated dupes. Not only did they pay him 
a thousand dollars a year, with the use of a beautiful home 
thrown in, but they made donation parties for his benefit, 
provided him occasionally with free fuel and feed, and when 
“he was ready to move to a better-paid position they har- 
nessed their teams and furnished free transportation for his 
family and goods. 

Is it any wonder that so-called Christianity is losing its 
influence among many intelligent, thoughtful people? Our 
ministers are constantly canting about free salvation, but if 
you will closély observe the modus operandi by which it is 
dispensed you will conclude that it is an exceedingly high- 
priced commodity. 

Some time ago, in a letter to a neighboring daily paper, 
the writer alluded, in condemnatory terms, to the spirit of 
religious intolerauce which prevails to such a deplorable de- 
gree in all orthodox communities. He asserted that such a 
spirit was a disgrace to nineteenth century'civilization, and 
closed with the proposition that a decent, honest Infidel was 
worthy of public respect and patronage. In the same letter 
he denounced church fairs, and showed that:the employment 
of such means to raise money for religious purposes is incon- 
sistent with the professions of Christians and the example of 
Christ himself. 

When this letter appeared a holy howl ascended heaven- 
ward from a score of orthodox throats. Some of my clerical 
-friends almost rent their linen in giving expression to their 
outraged feelings. Everywhere the voices of rebuke were 
heard, and the hardened sinner who wrote the letter was 
mercilessly abused—verbally and‘at long range. Au answer 
was designed by a ‘‘ classical” scholar, but for some reason 
it never appeared. As my expressions had so shocked my 
orthodox friends, I thought it proper to afford them an 
opportunity to convince me of my error, and accordingly, in 
& subsequent letter, I stated that if any of my offended 
friends felt impelled to lead me into the path of righteousness 
they could do so by convincing me that I was wrong, and 
in order to so convince me they could meet me personally or 
enlighten me through the columns of the paper in which my 
first article appeared. No response was received, and I 
infer from their prolonged silence that my Christian friends, 
not wishing tocast their precious pearls before Infidel swine, 
hav decided to leave me severely alone. 

I heard the erratic and bombastic Sam Jones the other 
Sunday, and was highly amused by his abuse of his mis- 
guided sisters and brothers, the Calvinists. He denounced 
the doctrin of election, and mercilessly assailed his fellow- 
Christians in high places for licensing the sale of whisky. 

Sam preaches excellent morality and appears to be sincere, 
and if he would repudiate the myths and fables of the Bible 
he might prove a useful member of society. The fact that 
he appears sincere and says he believes in the hell, heaven, 
and: God of the Bible is to many of his morc enlightened 
hearers conclusiv proof of a lack of intellectual profundity. 

I. H. Bzrr. 


Jort, Mo., Sept. 18, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: The time has come when I feel it my duty 
to write a few words for the. sake of our Missouri friends, a 
great many of whom are too timid to speak their sentiments, 
as in part js my failing; but in looking through the county 
paper my attention was called to the following article, which 


is the writing of a little, one-horse Baptist preacher. that has 
lately arrived from the state of North Carolina. 
darned thing in here.) 


(Put the 


RELIGIOUS EDUOATION. 


To the Editors of The Times: a d 


It is hoped that the time is not far distant when the opposers to 


religious training in the schools will find that they hav been choos- 
ing darkness rather than light, and those who are in favor of right 
religious training of the youth of our land will come boldly to the - 
front and stand face to face against secularism or denomination- 


alism in education. We are as much duty bound to giv proper 
training to the heart as well as the mind, and it isjustly due to God 
and to humanity that religious training should be given in the 
schools while other faculties are being developed. But there seems 
to be almost a prevailing element in the West hostil to anything 
but secnlarism entering the curriculum of the schools. Foreign 
element is continually swelling the tide of secularists, and this ele- 
ment is strongly backed by the press. Some are so lenient an to 
think that religion in education is the same thing as sectarianism 
in education; hence they take advantage of the freedom afforded 
to citizens of our government and say that religion should be dis- 
carded in the schools and giv to all classes a fair and just treat- 
ment, but that is reductio ad absurdum, good only to be given 
to the mules and bats. à 

It might justly be considered an outrage on civilization, for the 
standard of civilization is raised only as the standard of religion is 
raised. Whenever secularism supersedes religion in schools the 
doors are simply thrown open for the entrance of Infidelity, and. 
the people, straining at a gnat, swallow a camel. 

The question is asked, What religion is to be taught, as there are 
80 many so-called religions? We answer, there is but one religion 
but a multiplicity of opinions respecting that religion. That is the 
religion of Lord Jesus Christ, as taught to us through the words of 
eternal truth. We want no sectarianism, no creeds or catechism 
whatever in the schools, but only urga that while the mind of the 
child is being shaped and its character molded, these be shaped 
and molded in a religious principle. Those who deny their children 
the privilege of religious training take away a great part of their 
children’s rights—rights given to them by God himself No one 
has any more right to shut off those. God-given rights than they 
hav to keep away the supplies of life. God not only makes it in- 
eumbent upon parents to look after and supply the temporal 
wants, but to look after the spiritual interests of their childreu. 
Every child is given a religious instinct, or God- trust, susceptible 
of infinit expansion, and they need the food of religious conversa- 
tion and surroundings, and acareful Christian culture. Young 
animals cannot appease their hunger on a barren desert, neither 
.can a child's soul satisfy its hunger if its surroundings.contain no 
food on which it can feed. Then if the Bible and devotional ex- 
ercises are excluded from the schools the nutritious supply of soul- 
food is cut off. and the soul is left. to feed, as it were, upon mere 
husks. : 

Then we ask, How can anyone conscientiously keep away religious 
training from their children during their school-days, and allow 
the devil to squatter-sovereignty through all those years, working 
to the utmost his fearful an i fatal mischief? Children are God'« 
gifts, and, like all other gifts, may be made a curse or a blessing ; 
and * Oh, that I might hay seen his kind look when he said, * Let 
the little ones come unto me!’” Sad, sad will be the account to which 
many parents will be called in the last day for such willful neglect 
of their children’s education, To educate the youth of our 
country without any recognition of the existence of God is to fail 
in a most sacred duty to them, and a duty, not less sacred, to our 
country. The fruits of secularism can be nothing more than a 
godless and lawless spirit which would soon ripen into Anarchism. 
Let us then hav more religion in education and save the children, 
and by so doing save the country. B. D. 

Aug. 27, 1888. 

When I read it I think of an expression I heard, ** Oh, giv 
that bird a worm!" Poor fellow, he says it is hoped that 
the time is not far distant when we will giv way! But he 
ought to hav said he hoped the time was close at hand when 
we would hire poor, little, single-hand preachers only to 
teach our public schools, as a mining region is a poor place 
for a beggar (plenty of work) to loaf around. and gambling 
1s prohibited in our state. This paper (the Neosho Times), 
which this pitiful, little one-horse preacher has appealed to. 
is a county paper of the same county in which I am a 
teacher, and if he cau induce the patrons to require the 
Bible taught in school, it will giv employment for more 
hypocrits, as it would be a contract that no peace and 
liberty loving man would sign.. I, a Liberal, am teaching a 
school where I am now employed for the third term, and, it 
is said, hav given the best satisfaction that has been given 
in the district. Now, this district is composed of Methoc- 
ists, Baptists, Dunkards, Campbellites, Catholics, and Liber- . 
als, yet I am getting along as smooth as a shingle. But if 
such a law were to be enforced (no danger), I would hav a 
certificate to sell at half-price. 

In my school we discuss such subjects as the sounds of 
letters, principles of arithmetic, degrees of latitude and 
longitude, geography, history of the United States, etc. 
Not one word is ever mentioned about religion in my school. 
Ileave that for the parents to suit themselvs in, for, even if 
I did-believe in ghosts, what kind of a ghost story could 1 
fix up to please them all ? 

Now, maybe you don't understand exactly why I call this 
man a one-horse preacher, but it is simply this—his faith is 
insignificant and one-horse in comparison with all the lead 
ing denominations. And if he knew it as well as I do, he 
would know that to establish one religion would destroy his 
entirely, which he would oppose in the end. “For, my 
friends, to undertake to establish a religion will. in my 
opinion, end in a war and the triumph of the Catholic faith. 
I will giv you my reasons for it. The Protestants will first 
wish to bring the so-called holy Bible to the lead in all 
things, which we will oppose, as smart, liberty-loving people 
ought to. The Catholics will oppose it as hard as we will, 
besides the aid that will be furnished from European nations 
where Catholicism is the prevailing religion; and, as might 
be expected, both parties will incline to drift together in the 
struggle to maintain our liberty, and ouce the orthodox 
religion is conquered the Catholies will never stop till they 
gain their point, if we don’t repress them. And I regard 
such writings as this preacher's as being treason to our 
United States Constitution and government, and all men 
that write such stuff as traitors. For there is no excuse for a 
man not understanding the Constitution, which is the most 
precious document ever written. Brother-Liberals, let us 
cling to the Constitution like the monkey to the dog’s tail at 
“ The Garden of Eden.” A LIBERAL. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, OCTOBER 9, 1886. 


Children’s Qorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. : 


** Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's oceupations 
' That is known as the Children's Hour." 


The Twin Sisters. 


I know two little girls, 
With sunny hair in curls, 
And bright and laughing eyes 
Blue as the summer skies. 
They are twin sisters two, 
And hav a sister Lou, 
A aweet baby brother, 
A father and mother, 
Acat and three kittens, 
That never wore mittens, 
A dog white and curly 
That never was surly, 
A parrot that can talk, 
And a doll that can walk. 
Not many girls of nine 
Hav everything 80 fine. 
Good and kind Elodie 
Is unlike twin Rhoda. 
One loves mamma truly; 
One I think unruly. 
‘One is thoughtful and kind; 
The other will not mind. 
One brings the dressing-gown 
For papa, when from town 
He returns aweary. 
How pleasant and cheery, 
Be it early or late, 
Is the chair by the grate, 
With the gown upon it, 
Waiting him to don it; 
Slippers by the fender, 
While, so neat and tender, 
Near him stands Elodie. 

“ Kiss for me and Rhoda, 
Dearest papa,” she said, 

* Before we go to bed.” 
He gave her one and many, 
But to Rhoda not any. 
She only wanted candy, 
In his pocket handy, 
So she pushed sister Lou, 
And struck the baby tdo, 
And pinched good Elodie, 
So selfish was Rhoda, 
So anxious for it all 
That mamma had to call 
And order her to bed. 

. “Tam so grieved,” she said, 

* So very grieved aud sad 
That Rhoda is so bad !” 
Then Elodie good and handy 
Divided the candy, 
Bade mamma not sorrow— 

: Shell be good to-morrow. 
You can't believe I jest 
When I say I love best, 
Much better than Rhoda, 
Dear little Elodie. Sapre A. Maaoox. 
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Lead Pencils—How They Are Made. 


[We all use lead: pencils more or Jess, and the 
following account of how they are made, taken 
from the Brooklyn Eagte, is interesting reading.] 

The consumption of lead pencils in this 
country is estimated at 250.000 a day. This 
is at the rate of one per day to every 160 of 
population, or about 78,000,000 a year. 
Graphite, which is the softest substance dug 
from the earth, is taken in the lump direct 
from the mouth of thé mine to the reducing 
mill Here it is pulverized by stamps under 
water, the particles floating off with the 
water through a series of tanks. It comes to 
the factory in, Brooklyn in barrels, in the 
'form of dust. The “powder is lusterless and 
of a dingy color. - It is finer and softer: than 
any four, and..can be taken.up in the hand 
justas. water can, but is hardly retained 
‘more easily than water is. If one attempts 


to take a pinch of it between the forefinger | 


and thumb it is as evasiv as quicksilver, and 
the only sensation left is that the flesh is 
smoother than hefore. | 

The first process in manufacturing is to 
separate the graphite dust further, according 
to fineness. It is mixed with sufficient water 
to run very freely, and is then turned into a 
hopper, from which the water runs slowly 
through a series of tubs. The coarsest and 
heaviest particles settle to the bottom of the 
first tub, the next coarsest and heaviest in 
the next, and so on, the movement of the 
water being made very gentle. On reaching 
the last tub the powder, being twice as 
heavy as water and sinking in it if. undis- 
turbed, has so far settled that the water dis- 
charged at the top is nearly clear. After the 


flow is stopped and the powder allowed to 


settle, the clear water is withdrawn by re- 
moving successivly, beginning with the 
upper one, a number of plugs inserted in 
holes in the side of each tub, care being used 
not to agitate the contents so as to disturb 
the deposited dust. This being done prop- 
erly, the: deposit is removed through the 
gates at the bottom of each tub. The separa- 


tion is thus performed by this ingenious 


process of ‘‘ floating” more perfectly than it , which does the same work on the other: side, 


could be by any direct handling, dry treat- 
ment being wholly impracticable. For the 
finest pencils the deposit from the last tub 
only is used, but for ordinary or cheap grades 
that from the two before the last will answer. 

The graphite is now ready for the clay. 
This is & peculiar pipe-clay from Germany. 
After being subjected to the floating process 
the finest is mixed with the graphite, in pro- 
portions varying according to the degree of 
hardness required. The more clay used, the 
harder the pencil. For medium grades the 
proportion is about seven parts clay to ten 
parts graphite by weight. 'The graphite and 
clay are mixed together with water, to the 
consistency of thick cream, and the mixture 
is fed to the grinding mills, which consist of 
two flat stones, about two feet in diameter, 
placed horizontally, only the upper one run- 
ning. Between these the mass is ground like 
paint, for the finest pencils as many as 
twenty-four times, thus securing the most 
perfect strength, uniformity, and freeness 
from grit in the leads. After grinding the 
mass is inclosed in stout canvas bags, and the 
clear water forced out by hydraulic pressure 
until it becomes a thick dough. It then goes 
to the forming press. This is simply a small 
vertical iron cylinder, having a solid plunger, 
or piston, driven by a screw. A plate is in- 
serted in the bottom, having an opening of 
the shape.and size of the lead desired, and 
the graphite is slowly forced through the 
hole, exactly as water is forced from & 
syringe, coiling itself round and round like a 
coil of wire on & board set beneath the press. 
The coil is taken up at intervals, ‘‘ rove” off 
straight by the hands into lengths sufficient 
for three heads, which are straightened out, 
laid: in order on a board, and pressed flat by 
putting a cover over them. They are finally 
hardened by placing them in a crucible and 
baking ina kiln. The handling must be done 
expeditiously, as theleads begin drying imme- 
diately and become brittle as they dry; but 
on first issuing from the press they are so 
plastic that knots may be tied loosely in 
them. 

The leads are now ready for the wooden 
case. For the cheapest pencil, pine is used, 
and for the common grades, an ordinary 
quality of red cedar. At the saw-mills the 
cedar is.cut into blocks about seven inches 
long, and these are sawed into strips about 
three and a half inches wide and three-six- 
teenths of an inch thick. The pencil con- 
sists of two parts glued together, with the 
lead between. Each strip is wide enough to 
make the halves of six pencils. The pencils 
are made six at a time, and the imperfect 
strips are put together so as to make a full 
strip of the parts. When these boards (which 
are now ready for shaping) reach the factory. 
they are first passed in a continuous line un- 
der a cutter which cuts six little grooves, 
round or square, for the leads, and smooths 
the faces by the same stroke. The lead in 
the foreign pencil lies wholly in one-half of 
the wood, the other slip being put on asa 
cover, as nearly everybody has had occasion 
to know by the covers coming off and leaving 
an unpleasantly flat surface; but the Ameri- 
can method has the groove equally in each 
strip. Accordingly, the two strips are glued 


alike. 


Filling the leads is done by girls sitting at 
brass-covered tables. The first takes a 
grooved slip with her left hand and a bunch of 
leads in her right. Spreading these out in her 
fingers like a fan, she dextrously lays them 
in the grooves and passes the filled slip to the 
girl at the left, who puts over it another slip, 
which has just received a coating of hot glue 
from a brush wielded by a third. Any two 
slips fit together, and the united pairs are laid 
in a row and, pressed together in an iron 
frame by a screw, and the row of slips is left 
to dry. The rough end of the slips and the 
projecting parts are next ground smooth 
against a wheel covered with sandpaper, and 
are then ready for the most interesting and 
characteristic process of all—that of separat- 
ing and shaping. 

The foreign maker still makes each pencil 
separately. His glued slip is one pencil, and 
he formerly shaped it by hand, but now does 
that by a plane driven back and forth by ma- 
chinery. Yet it is still one at & time with 
him, and after shaping his pencil hə has to 
smoothen it with sandpaper. Not so in the 
American factories. The work of separating 
and shaping them is done by the same 
operation of a single machine. The slips are 
fed one by one under a revolving cutter, 
which separates and rounds them on one side 
by cutting away the superfluous wood. As 
they come from under the cutter they are 


x 


.sociating the desired blackness of the leads 


-as it goes, and when the belt, reaching the 


| to make other people happy all day long wi] 


Our Puzzle Box. . 


1.—NUMERIOAL ENIGMA.. 

In one and two a pronoun see; 
An other pronoun, one, two, three; 
One, two, three, four—adverb of place; 
In three, four, five a color trace. 
A palindrome is two, three, four, d 
Adverb of time and means ‘‘ before.” 
Four, five, siz, and seven, I hint, 
Is to make copy fit to print; 
But just reverse it and 'twill be 
The ebb and flowing of the sea. 
** On five, six, seven,” is French, * they say "— 
In vain you ask what folks are “ they.” 
Seven, eight, nine, and ten, my child, 
Is not wild, but ‘‘ gentle, mild.” 
Hight, nine, ten, eleven, I see, 
Is “ truth,” and “ truly, may it be.” 
The twelfth before first four we trace, 
And form an adverb thus of place. 
The whole—or land, cash, railroad shares— 
Is property that goes to heirs. 

Irwin, Ia. J. P. K. BAKER. 


| turned over and passed under a second one, 


so that they fall into a basket in a continuous 
stream, six wide, of finished pencils. The 
familiar operation of planing is essentially 
that of cutting with a pocket-knife. The 
planing machine, on the contrary, uses re- 
volving knives, which make a succession of 
little gouges in the wood. These gouges, 
which would otherwise leave the surface very 
irregular, are made to leave it tolerably 
smooth by following one another so closely 
that the gouges become one long gouge or 
cut, but usually the board is not smooth 
enough to answer for nice work without fur- 
ther finishing. Yet so perfect is the opera- 
tion of these revolving cutters that they leave 
the surface not only true, but so smooth that 
the finest sandpaper in ordinary use would 
scratch it. The machine separates and 
shapes probably fifty pencils while the for- 
eign maker is making one, and requires no. 
body to complete its work. As the stream of 
pencils fall six abreast they are flnished in 
point of utility, and are ready to be shar- 
pened and put to use. - 

Before they leave the room, and several 
times afterwards, they are counted by means 
of a counting-board. This is merely a board 
on which are fastened two strips of wood 
about four inches apart, having in each strip 
144 grooves. Catching upa handful of pencils, 
the workman rubs them along the board once 
and back, thus filling all the grooves, the 
pencils lying in them as a pen lies in its rack 
on the inkstand, and he has counted a gross 
of twelve dozen without possibility of mak- 
ing a mistake, and in five seconds’ time. By 
a similar device the employment of a tray 
having & number of round depressions of the 
size of a coin, into which the pieces are 
shaken, gold coins are sometimes counted. 

In deference to custom and the habit of as- 


2.—PUZZLE. 
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ORD iN ORDY 


with that of the wood, the natural beauty of 
the cedar is concealed in the standard commer- 
cial grades by coloring. After being im™ 
mersed in dye, the pencils go to the very 
curious little varnishing machines. From a 
little hopper they settle through sidewise, 
and are seized between two wheels, which 
thrust them endwise, one at a time, through a 
hole in a tube wet with varnish from above. 
Each pencil, pushed on by its follower in the 
single file movement, emerges from the tube 
and drops on a horizontal belt. It then moves 
slowly with the belt some thirty feet, drying 


A lady pictorially represented. 


3.—REBUB. 


pulley, releases it, it drops to the basket. If 
you place a pencil in the mouth, pushing it 
well back, and then, ‘compressing the lips 
tightly on it, expel the air, it will shoot out 
with some force. In a similar manner this 
comical little machine spits out from its 
cylinder a stream of pencils at the rate of one 
hundred per minute. 

The other operations are of minor conse- 


Good advice. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN CHILDREN’S CORNER, 
SEPTEMBER 25, 1886. 
1.-Robert Burns. 2.-(Sam-u-well) Samuel. 


2 A 
quence, consisting of shaving a little from SET 
the ends, sharpening certain styles on a SPIRE 
wheel, stamping each other style with its AEIOUWY 
proper marking, and the various manipulations TRUCE 
3 : : EWE 
in packing. The patent package isa stroke of Y 


inventiv genius. The dozen pencils are 
grouped, each in its respectiv groove, around 
an oval piece of wood. ‘The oval package is 
more showy than the round, and eight pen- 
cils can be slipped out and replaced at will 
without disturbing it. "The same mechanical 
skill runs all through the work, all the pen- 
cils being uniform in size, length, and finish, 
and even the stamp falling om all in the same 
relativ position. 

Except the lead-makers and the attendants 
on the shaping machines, the operators are 
girls, the machines being so automatic that 
neither strength nor skilled labor is requisit. 
The work is singularly cleanly. The shaping 
machines are covered with a metallic hood 
connecting with pipes through which all the 
shavings and dust are sucked down by a 
blower to the engin-room, where they are 
used for fuel. Thus the floors are kept free 
from litter. The work is in no respect un- 
healthful, and the factory is peculiar in being 
permeated by the aromatic odor of the red 
cedar. 

Where Heaven Is, 

Mr. Mackay, the poet, tell us in two lines 
where heaven is. It is in no particular place, 
but just in the heart that knows how to make 
it. The boy or girl who never frets; who 
keeps a sunny, merry temper, and who tries 


4.-Ma-lady—M(a lad)y. 
Borvrns.—R. J. Franklin, H. J. Messinger. 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 


85 Cents Each. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER co. 


PHOTOGRAPHS 


OF THE 


CONVENTION 


White Sulphur Springs 


No. 1 is a groupof 86 Freethinkers, among whom 
is President Wakeman; Mrs. Lucy N. Colman, 
Mrs. F. C. Reynolds, L. K. Washburn, Dr. T. L. 
Brown, J.L. Andrew: and the Hindoo—Mr. Joshee. 

No. 2 is a beautiful view of the Tents, Hotel, 
and Lake in the distance. 

No. 3is a near view of the Tents, with group in 
front. 

These Photos are 5x8inches. The three will be 
sent by mail to any address on receipt of $1.00. 
Every Freethinker, whether present or not, will 
want this set of pictures as a memento of the Con- 
vention of 1886. Address C. F. DEMOTT, 
4139 Box 222, Hempstead, Queens Co., N. Y. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; J. M. Pryse and J. 
M. Burgler, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 
prise, the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and generall: 
to the practical solution of the problem off Integre 
Co-o eration. rice, $1 a year: 50 cents for six 
months; 45 cents for three months. 


make something very much like heaven 
wherever he or she may be. Mr. Mackay 
Says: 

‘The world is full of beauty as other worlds above; 
And if we do our duty, it might be full of love; 
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Robt G. Ingersoll’s 
OPHNING SPEECH TO THE JURY 


in the suit of the 
Bankers’ :nd *"erchants? 
graph Company 
against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company. 


Tele- 
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So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that THE TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
themi, for ten cents each. 


PAIN~’S AGE OF REASON 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli- 
eal Works, 
By THOMAS PAINE, 
“The Author-Hero-of the Revolution.” 
“Price, Single Copies; & cents, Six copies for 


TH: CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . . . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 
ration.” 

Price, 35 cents. 


For either nf these works, oT an SE Paine's 


tin Address THE R 
ipa albe ‘Clinton Jlisd. New 2:053 j 
BIBLE MYTHS 

AND THEIR 


Parallels in Other Religions 


Being a Comparison of the Old and New Testa- 
ment Myth s and Miracles, with those of 
heathen nations of Antiquity, Oon- 
sidering also their 
and Meaning. 

` numerous illus- 
trations. 

' The object of the work 18 to point out the myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound ; 
to show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning. 

“Tt ia unquestionable true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of tbe Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else so accessible as they are Dow made 
in the work before us.”—N. Y. Sun; : 

1vol.8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages. 


Price. $2.50. 
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SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 
A perfectly reliable; Aoonrde lo pamphlet, Though 
anonymous, itis now known to be the work of 
H. BURR, one of our ablest correspondents, More 


than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at this office. - ] - 
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Sabhath- Breaking 


BY J. E. REMSBURG. 


Author of “False Claims,” “Bible 
Morals,” Ete. 


The best and most thorough work ever written 


on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 


view. 


Large and Handsome Print. 
BINGLE COPIES, l ES a 
Six Corrzs, - è - 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
BY W. 8. BELL. 


“Tam very much pleased with it, and I wish the 
seventy thousand ministers of this country were 
oblige | to purchase the pamphlet and read every 
word of it. 


Price 15 cents. 
+£29 


25 cents. 
$1.00. 


For sale at this office. 


ADAMI AND HEVA, 
BY 8. P. PUTMAM. - 


A poetic version of the Indian Story of the Gar- 
den of Eden, in which its superiority to the muti- 
lated copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. 

PRICE, 10 CENTR. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
88 Clinton Place, New York. 


THE TRUTH SUCKER ANNUAT 


Price, 25 cents, 


Boston Saturday Evening Gazette. 


such books as Flaubert’s “Salammbo ” and Tcher- 
nychewsky’s 
Dna the conclusion that something must hav 


S. P. Putnam's Works. 


The Problem of th the Universe, and 
Its Scientifie Solution, with some Criticisms: of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 

Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 


can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
** A prose epic of the war, rieh with incident 
and dramatic power; breezy oe first page to 


last with the living spirit of to-day."—Jonhn |. 


Swinton’s Paper.. 


Golden Throne, a Romance. “The 
author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
LH spark is within him, The bookisfilled with 

y thoughts, expressed in manly words— 
the transcript of a manly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne,’ "INGERSOLL. $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
-in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them, Price, 10 cts. 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”—Dr. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 
Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 2 cents. 


Why Dout He Lend a Hand, and 
-other Agnostic Poems. Ae 10 cts. 
For all of the ak above. éd 
UTH SEEKER CO. 
E i5 i Place, New York. 


Charles Watts’ s Works. 


The History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and. lettered. Price, $1.25. CONTENTS : 
Section I. Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section at it 
Owes to Mohammedanism. Section III, Free. 
thought Martyrs and, Confessors, Section IV. 

- Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Beventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Kec- 
tion V.” Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


The American Secular Union; its 
Necessity, and the Justice of its Nine Demands, 
(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll.) 
32 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Se: ularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22pagesin cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Christ an Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh. Con 
tents: The Origin of Christianity; The Histori. 
cal Value of New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies ; The Practical Value of Christian. 
ity; The -Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, % cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are re published, at me low w pri ce of FIVE 
CENT: Defense of x Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible: Freethou ht and 
Modern Progress; ag Chrisan: > its Na ure and 
Influence on Civilization ; ilosoph y of Becu- 
larism; Science and i le nentor allo 
Christian Scheme of Redem [ or all ol 
the aboye works address TH. 

ER, 33 Clinton Place, New Por” 


KERSEY GRAVES’S WORKS. 


Sixteen Saviors or None. By Krr- 
SEY Gnaves, auther of the World's Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors; The Bible of Bibles, and 
Biography of Satan. Paper, 75 cents; cloth, $1. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thorsand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
delineation of the characters of the principal 
perronages of the Christian, Bible and an ex- 
ami tation of their doctrins. Price, $2. 


Biography of Satan ; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 35 cents. 


The World’s Sixteen Crucified Say- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 


Containing new and startling revelations in 
religions history, which disclose the oriental 
n of all the doctrines, principles. precepta, 
miracles of the Christian New Testament. 
and furnishing a key for, unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising mo 
history of sixteen oriental, neined ed gods. $2 
dress THE T. 
i Olintos PESEN New York. 


WHATS TO BE DONE? 
A NIHILISTIC ROMANCE. 


By N. G. TCHERNYCHEWSKY. With a portrait 
of ane Author. Translated by BENJ. 
- TUCKER. 


Written in Prison. ppressed by the Oar, The 
Author Over Tecate: ears an Exile in Sibe- 
ria. Russian Edition worth $600 a Copy. 
First American Edition Exhauste 
in Four Days. Second now 
ady. Elegant 
Volume of 330 
Pages. 


PRESS COMMENTS : 


To call the book the “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” of 
de is scarcely extravagance.—Boston Adver- 
t 

It is perhaps the book which has most power- 
fully influenced’ the youth of Russia, in their 
growth into Nihilism, and it is remarkable and 
noteworthy as a work which has played so impor- 
tant a part in the political and social history of 
the century.—Boston Courter. 

As a revelation of folk inte it is invaluable; we 
hav no other Russian pictures that compare with 
it.—Providence Star. 

The characters are 80 strongly a: and vividly drawn 
that the interest in their fate becomes intense as 
the thread of the narrativ is slowly unwound.— 


When we come to consider the publication of 


* What's To Be Done?” we cannot 


Prienti to the society for the suppreanion of 
ecent literature.—St. Louts Republica: 
In cloth, $1; paper, 7b cents. 


Adara UTH SEEKER, 
ME TEU Clinton Place, New York, 


THE HUMBOLDT LIBRARY: 


Price 15 cents each number, unless otherwise marked, 


1, Light Science for Leisure Hours. A series of 
iar essays on astronomical and other 
natural phenomena, By Richard A. Proc- 
tor, F.R. 
. & The Forms of Water in Clouds and Rive 
and Glaciers. 19 :Hustrations. By John 
all, , 
8, Physics and- "Politics. An application of the 
rinciples of Natural Science to Poli itica] 
+ Eociety. By Walter DBagehot, Author o 
“The English Constitution.” 
4. Man's Place in Nature. With numerous illus- 
trations, By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.8. 
5. Education, Intellectual, Moral, and Physical. 
By Herbert Spencer. 
6. Town Geolo: With Appendix on Coral and 
Coral Reefs. By Charles Kingsley. 
T. Conservation of Energy. With numerous Illus- 
trations, By Balfour Stewart, LL.D. 
8. Study of Languages, brought back to its Trua 
principles, By C. Marcel. 
9. The Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer. 
10. Theory of Sound in its Relation to Music. 
Numerous illustrations. By By Prof. Pietro 
Blaserna. 
3. ) The Naturalist on the River Amazon, A rec- 
ord of ES years’ travel, By Henry Walter 
12, Bates, F.L.8. Not sold separately. 
13. Mind and Body. The theories of their rela- 
tions. By Alexander Bain, LL.D. 
14. The Wonders of the Heavens. 82 illustrations. 
By Camille Flammarion. 
15. Longevity. The means of prolonging life after 
middle age. By John Gardner, M. 
16. Origin of Species. By Thomas H. Huxley, 


17, Progress : Its Law and Cause. With other dis- 


quisitions. By Herbert Spencer. 

18. Lessons in Electricity. 60 illustrations. Br 

19, Familiar Essa: ays 0 on Scientific Subjects. By 
Richard A. Proctor. 

20. 


John Tyndall, F.R.8. 
Romance of Astronomy. By R. Kalley Miller, 


21. The Physical Basis of Life, with other essays, 
By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.8. 

22, Seeing er and d, Phinking, By William Kingdon 

ord 

23. Scientific. ro MN A review of current 
theories conce-ning Atoms, Apes, and Men, 
By Samuel Wainwright, D. D. 

; Popular Bele Scientific Lectures. 

Helmholtz. 

. Origin of Nations. By Prof. Geo. Rawlinson, 

xford University. 

. The Evolutionist at Large By Grant Allen. 
. History of andnoding. 
Joseph Fisher, F.R.H. 

. Fashion in Deformity, p illustrated. in the 
customs of Barbarous aad Civilized Races, 
Numerous illustrations. By William Henry 
Flower, F.R.S 

. Facts and Fictions of 2oolo, 


Illustrated. By 


y. Numerous: 


illustrations. By Andrew Wilson, P 
3. } Study of Words. By Richard heic 
at Trench. ' 
32. Hereditary Traits and other Essays. By Rich- 
ard A. Proctor. 


33. Vignettes from Nature. By Grant Allen. 

34, Philosophy of Style. By Herbert Spencer. 

35. Oriental Religions. John Caird, Pres. 
niv. Glasgow; and Others. 

36. Lectures an evolution; Illustrated. By Prof. 


ey. 
Sixt Lectures on Light. Ilustrated. By John 


2 Geological Sketches. By Archibald Geikie, 


i The Toime of of Organic Evolution. By Geo. 


37. 


manes, F 
41. Carrent Discussions in Science. By W. M. 
Williams; 
49, History of the Science of Politics, By Freder- 
iek Pollock, 
48. Darwin and Humboldt. By Professor Huxley. 


.Professor Agassiz, and others. 


H) Dawn, of History. By C. F. Keary, of the 

15. [ British Museum. 

16. Discases of Memory. Th. Ribot. Tran- 
slated from the French xf J. Fitzgerald. 

17. Childhood of Religions. By Edward Clodd, 


48. Lifein Nature. Illustrated. By Jas. Hinton. 

49. The Sun : its Constitution ; its Phenomena; 
its Condition. By Judge Nathan T. Carr, 
Columbus, Ind. 

50.1 Money and the Mechanism of Exchange. By 

51.6 Prof. W. Stanley J en F.R.S. 

52, Diseases of the Will. Th, Ribot. Trans: 
lated from the French ae J. Fitzgerald. 

53. Animal Automatism, and other Essays. By 

f. T. H. Huxley, F.R.S. 

54, Bir th dud Growthof Myth. By Edward Clodd. 
F.R.A.8. 

55. Scientific Basis of Morals, and other Essays. 
By William Kingdon Clifford, F.R.S. 


m Llusions. By James Sully. 

58.) The Origin of Species. By Charles Darwin. 
59. Two double numbers, 30 cents each. 

60. Childhood of the World. By Edward Clodd. 
61. Miscellaneous Essays. By Richard A. Proctor. 
62. Religions Of the Ancient World. By Prof. Geo. 


Rawlinson, University of Oxford. Double 
number, 30 cents. 


Pro; qvo Morality, — By Thomas Fowler, 
L D president of Corpus Ohristi College, 
xfon 


Distribution of Animals and Plants. By A. 
Russel Wallace and W. T. Thiselton Dyer. 
. Conditions of Mental pPeyelopments i and other 
Essays. By Wm. Kingdon Clifford. 
. Technical Education; and other Essays. By 
Thomas H. Huxley, "T. 
The Black Death. An Account of the Grant 
Pestilence of the Fourteenth Century. 444 
J. ecker. 
. (Special number, 10 cents.) Three Essay. 
rbert Spencer. 
. (Double Number, acente, Fetichism : A Cor 
tribution to Anthropo og: 


of Religion. By Frit 2 Schi ize, Ph.D. 
ed rom the German by J. 


. Essays Speculativ and Practical. By Herbe~ 
Spencer. 
By Daniel Wilson, LL. -D. 


Trans- 
Fitz, gerald 


71. Anthropology. 
With Appendix on Archeology. y E. 
` Tylor, F. 
72, The Dancing Mania or the Middle Ages. By 
J. . Hecker, 
78. Evolution in History, Language; and Science. 
dresses delivered at the London 
rystal Palace School of ‘Art, Science, and 
rature, 


74. Tid Descent of Man; and selection in relation 


ex. By Charles Darwin. In & parts 
15 cents each. 


AG" s *s THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
83 Clinton Place, New Eo. 
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` at No. 58 Fifth avenue, on the lith inst., was 


- who was for many years engaged in the music 


. duet, etc., with her husband, who presided at 


‘tal liberty ever since. Mr. Marshall is at 


: savior. To do her duty here was her savior. 


‘part in the exercises, as follows: Voluntary, 


Well 


_time cut off the afflicted from the rest of the 


-~ as has been done in the splendid ** Thanatop- 


.beneficent process of nature, if we can cast 
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with the masses. There is not a dull or un- 
interesting essay in this volume, and it can 
be said of this book, as they say of a popular 
novel, that.‘‘no one who has once taken it- 


mourning, not only to giv of our sympathy;to | perhaps-prefer some of the’ numerous other 
repair by our aid, but to receive the soul-life hymn-books lately issued for the use of those 
of the departed, and to contribute to its -im- |. embracing: th beliefs. The price o 

mortality. Every religion lias its own im- |, ang te md v 

‘mortality, but civilization and-humanity hav | ‘Celestial Sonnets.” is 50 cents, — . M 
now reached so far that rarely now do priests | ; > - du i. ional idea 

‘or churches dare to assert that the worthy on |, Among: the many new educational ideas 
this earth can fail of a worthy sphere for the | being tested of late is the device of issuing 
continuance of their life, power, or influence. | school reading-books as periodicals, in 
Our departed friend cherished among her weekly or monthly parts, with a view toward 
friends those who entertain almost every | rendering them more fresh and attractiv to 


phase of belief and hope in regard to. the 
form of the future life. The charm of good. | tbe scholar than the old, much-thumbed 


ness held in firm attraction to her the Positiv | reader, which he usually knows by heart. 
scientist, the trusting Christian, and the | The Interstaté Publishing Co., of. Boston and 
assured Spiritualist. Was it not a blessed | Chicago, issue reading-books in monthly 
life which now enables each one of that parts, of two grades, Primary and Interme- 


widely varying circle of friends to feel as--| 4. I 
herd int" ad her earthly days she had diate, at the price of 80 cents for ten num- 


entered upon the path that must end now in | bers, $2 for one hundred numbers. 
their heaven? She had earned the key of the T BU Eod . . : 
good and faithful which opens the gate to Eureka " is the triumphant title given by 
every paradise. Mr. R. A. Peet, of Ithaca, Mich., to the little 
Thus the Positiv scientist gratefully re-| book he has published, at the price of 25 
a and cherishes her life on carth a8 an cents, on thè labor-question. He thinks 
influence aud power ever continuing here for EP ERE: 
.good. The zh ole community wh m iud. her he has found the remedy for existing iniqui- 
has been and will continue to be blessed by | ties in certain. merely financial measures, 
her goodness andWgrace. This is a grateful | manipulations of the national currency and 
reception of her life here by which it is in- | bonded debts; etc. We think that if Mr. 
corporated into the lives of the living, and | Peet would more deeply study his subject, 


becomes the foundation of an assured im- ; : 
mortality. The first circle of every heaven is and read such. books as ‘Rational Commun- 
thus formed in the hearts who receive and | ism” and “‘ Social Wealth,” he would see the 


continue the life and soul which has vanished | necessity of méasures broader. than any reg- 
from sight. This duty now chiefly falls upon | ulations affecting merely the currency. i 
the little band of Liberals in this city. with | - i: ] 


whom her life was associated as a member. ; Z 
The good and beautiful which she realized to A late one of the numerous works on mind- 


you must become a part of your higher life | CUre which aré appearing so rapidly of láte 
and power. Death has been for you the | 18 “ The Christian or Metaphysical Healing.” 
harvester of this noble life. Let it be for you | It is religious, incoherent, and worthless. 
a permanent treasure and a consecration toa | This ig a sample. passage: ''Eradicate all 


higher life! n 
or should the Christian here mourn the | thoughts of physiology, drugs, laws of 


departed;as without hope. He who is be- health, sickness, and pain, and know that 
lieved to hav said, *Inasmuch as ye. hav | God is the only panacea, divine love the only 
done it unto the least of these ye hav done it | medicin. Send for a Christian healer.” Also, 
unto me," cannot fail to know his own, | we will add as an omitted directión, if the 
tinis ie Np ere on earth to invalid is a lady, see that some robust 

Some of her friends who hav faith in| ™ale relativ is in the closet or other 
modern Spiritualism are now present sharing handy place before the Christian healer 
our griefs and speaking their hopes with | arrives. ‘‘ Hints on Metaphysics,” published 
ours. They testify in words more fitting than. | by the Mutual Science University Publishing 
mine can possibly be their assurance that the Co., Chicago, is & work of similar character. 


life so lately with us is clearer, higher . d 
happier now, in a sphere better suited to her | Probably a small number of cures of disease 


aspiring soul and work. Thus all unite in a | hav actually been effected by ‘means of im- 
common act of reception and grateful hope. | pressions made upon the mind. In nervous 
All hav brought their tribute of tears, love; | diseases especially this method might be of 

ratitude, and admiration. The worthy and | some use. But itis a matter for regret that 


aithful woman, as daughter, wife, mother. x E 
friend of all, and eapecttlly of the poor, the | the efforts being made by competent psychical 


afflicted, and the unfortunate, has-not lived | investigators to understand and develop. 
in vain and cannot fail to liv forever. Her | these and similar occult’ phenomena should 
victory is assured and is eternal. Well | be obstructed and dishonored by the multi- 


might she say, as she did, “I am ready to s " a 
go." Thankful, then, let us be that it was ae x d euis: ut CU BE 
ours to share fora few years the sunlight of | 92» neaiers, 'projessors of Talli-cure, 

her noble, beautiful presence. My own etc. The only work on this subject worth 
acquaintance was limited and only at inter- | reading that we know of is ‘‘ Mind-Cure on a 


vals, but never has a more delightful vision | Materia] Basis,” published by Cupples, Up- 
-or a more blessed influence fallen across my | ham & Co : eh 
path. Still stronger are the expressions of | ^ ; 
those who knew her best, Good and true, |. OEC i g 
patient and serving, her life was a blessing to | The Humboldt Science Library -reprints 
all it reached, and such it shall continue for- | for American circulation the most. valuable 
ever! : à lativs. friends! works of the greatest English scientists, 
poten: daughter, sister, relativa, rende! | philosopheřs, and Agnostic. Books costing 
has been, and been yours to know and enjoy. several dollars in their original editions may 
Let the circle of heavenly influences com. | in this series be obtained for a few cents. 
mencing here in your hearts go on ever in- | Five dollars invested iu these publications 
creasing through every sphere and form of | would procure for one a scientific library 
the immorali iar aeaee which in finer editions would cost large sums 
the remains of the beautiful form, to rest of money to @ person more fastidious as to 
there forever amid the birds and flowers, and | binding and form. ‘This series should be a 
the music of the elements she loved so well | great boon to the masses.in this country, and 
as her companions when here. HE they should liberally avail themselvs of the 
Eu io ihe ul te, ife the, induenes | opportunity to acquire a first-class sciontite 
form through the years of earthly life, open | training at a trifling cost. Four of the late 
your hearts that they shall never die, but pass | issues. we hav just received. No. 80 is 
with renewed activity into the sphere.of the | “ Charles Darwin; His Life and Work,” by 
immortal. Grant Allen, an Euglish scientific writer of, 
To this mortal form a last loving, grateful | the highest eminence: lu it are related in 


/ : 
f yis te ete our own hearts, in succinct and clear langage the details.of that 


the heart of man, and in every heaven that the | great thinker's life and labors, from the first 
faith and hope of our race hav conceived | showers of Christian maledictions to the final 
for the good and the true, we bid thee Hail! | supreme triumph; and the work is also valu- 
Dr. Wright then rendered some verses | able as a thoughtful review of the Darwinian 
which he had arranged for the occasion. | doctrirs. No. 81 consists of two treatises by 
A dirge was sung by the choir, ‘‘ Where Shall | J. Allanson Picton—* The Mystery of Mat- 
We Make Her Grave?" after which her|ter" and “The Philosophy of Ignorance.” 
friends took the parting look at her mortal These deal with the most fundamental 
remains. Interment was made in Fairmount | problems of cause and being. The style is 
Cemetery. : ` : clear and attractiv. It is a popular pre- 
: : diction of the present day that in a few 
Book Notices. _ decades fiction ‘and all light literature will be 
‘Celestial Sonnets” is the title of a book | read no more, but be entirely superseded by 
issued by B. M. Lawrence, M.D., Hartford, | the study of science. Certainly the attractiv- 
‘Conn. It contains 128 pages, nearly the | ness of such works as these is calculated to 
same number of songs, and about 75 new | giv ground. to that expectation. No. 82 
pieces of music. Some of the songs are | contains eight essays by Professor Proctor, i | 
adapted to old and popular tunes, as those of | viz.: “Ilusions of the Senses, ‘‘ Animals of (Grand Rapids), Nov. 24, 1885. 
‘Gospel Hymns." It is full of phrases | the Present and the Past, “Life in Other |: Apart from what may be said about. Mr. 
about “Fathers in heaven," “blessings of | Worlds," ‘‘ Earthquakes," t“ Our Dual Brain," | Watts's: views, he is a remarkably fluent 
God," and various other persons and things | “A New Star in a Star Cloud,” ‘‘ Monster | speaker, a keen debater, and treats both the 
we don't know much about, and don't want | Sea-serpents,” ‘The Origin of Comets.” | arguments and those who hold different 
to. Those fortunate persons who hav man- | Professor Proctor is the scientist who is so | opinions with courtesy and respect—a lack 
aged to couple Christianity and Spiritualism | well known for his exceptional success in | of which is a very marked defect iù the ma- 
may find. this a pleasing book. Others will | making astronomy popular and acceptable | jority of those who differ in their religious 


Obituary. 


Died at Newark, N. J., on the 11th ult., 
Mattie G., wife of Cornelius A. Marshall, 
aged 89 years, 9 months, and 4 days. The 
Newark Daily Advertiser says; ‘‘ Mrs. Mattie 
G., wife of Cornelius A. Marshall, who died 


last word.” . The next issue, No..88, is on 


It contains a thorough history of all the in- 


a daughter of the late Abijah H. Douglas, 


dustrial method has been adopted, with. 
accurate statistics of their operations and 
their results. Of the four volumes mentioned 


business in Cedar street. She attracted the 
friendship of those whom she met, and pos- 
sessed the happy faculty of retaining their 
esteem. She bore her painful illness with 
true heroism, and could the exercise of sheer 
will power hav availed, she would hav suc- 
cessfully combated her malady.” 

Mrs. Marshall had been suffering most of 
the time since the first of this year, but she 
had occasionally been able to go out of doors 
until four weeks previous to her death. 

Her husband was by her side most of the 
time for the past seven or eight months. She 
was the mother of Cora Jewell Marshall, who 


cents; the price of each of the others is 
15 cents. ` ‘ Er es 


thus upon the recent address of Dr. Moore, 
the eminent English physician, before the 


education of women: ‘ The saying, ‘Educate 
a woman and you educate a race,’ is full of 
promis if rightly interpreted ; full of dire dis. 
aster if it be applied to the mind to the ex. 
clusion of the body. Excessiv mental. labor. 
is a cause of sterility; and whatever does, or 


Children’s Corner. 

She was a member of the Newark Liberal 
League, and took part in the first anniversary 
of the League, in February, 1878, singing a 


to a nation. Young. women ‘at the present 


that meeting as vice-president, in the absence 
of the president. 

The trio—father, mother, and daughter— 
hav been activ in the cause of universa] men- 


though there is no necessity for it, and when 
they hav not the constitution to do a woman's 


taught at school the true physiology of 
woman, this would be in a great measure 
stopped. We cannot turn man into a woman,. 
nor fit him to perform a woman's duties; no 
more can we fit woman to perform the work 
and duties of a man. Dr. Moore's address 
deals with this all-important question from 
an exceedingly practical standpoint, and is 
singularly free from abstractions and gener- 


present secretary of the Newark Liberal 
League. : e i 

Mrs. Marshall thought to liv well here was 
her duty, and had no fears of an awful pun- 
ishment for not believing in Jesus as her 


The funeral was held at her late resi lence, 
58 Fifth avenue, Newark, on Tuesday, Sep- 
tember 14th, at 3 o'clock p.m. 

Thaddeus B. Wakeman, Esq., of, New 
York; Frank T. Ripley, of Boston, and Dr. 
E. V. Wright, of Soho (near Newark), took 


verted, they must be met with correspond- 
ingly practical objections. His treatment of 
the subject shows a large experience with 
the every-day life of the women of the pres. 
ent time, and will well repay most thorough 
and careful perusal.” A few others of the 
many subjects treated are: Impurities of ‘the. 


organ, Mr. H. H. Duncklee; reading of 
‘“Thanatopsis,” by Dr. Wright; hymn, 
** Adieu,” by quartet choir. 

Mr: Frank T. Ripley then made some re- 
marks, and read a poem, entitled, ‘It Is 


defectiv classes in the United States; Are 


memory; Communist leanings; Science for a 


Mr. Wakeman made an address, of which 
we hav space for only this outline: 


Friends of the departed one! 

This is all sad, very sad. Ther? is not a 
heart here but.aches to relieve in some way 
this bitterness of grief. Todo this we must 
come willing to giv, to repair, and to receive. 

We must. giv freely of our sympathy to 
those upon whom the crushing weight of this 
affliction has fallen.. That is our first duty, 
for the sympathy which makes grief a com- 
mon burden relieves those upon whom it first 
falls. Whena frat weight falls upon a rela- 
tiv, friend, neighbor, or even a stranger, how 
instinctivly do all hands reach out to raise it 
from him, and how much each hand relieves 
the strain! Thus the tears of a common love 
and sympathy relieve the burdened heart, 
and slowly wash away the barriers that for a 


the time of mental- processes; The sea-ser- 
pent; Anatomical and medical knowledge of 


| tory of Ethics;" The psychology of reason. 


ferred from its being a weekly, a small or 
cheaply got up and unbound sheet, but a large, 
finely printed, and illustrated magazine, with 
a handsome colored cover. It thus’ givs 
weekly an issue equal to that given monthly 
by many periodicals of equal cost. The sub- 
scription price is $5. Sample copies may be 
obtained of this office. | 
4 — —— 


world. Let this sympathy connect this 
special grief with the common fatality of man 


sis” we hav just heard. Let us consider 
death, not as the king of terrors, but, 
stripped of all superstition, as the inevitable, 
and in the end beneficent, harvester of nature, 
to which the good and wise will ever submit 
with a resignation that ennobles while it 
afflicts, because it ever consecrates to a higher 
life. 

To repair is the next duty that falls upon 
us here as friends and mourners, for though 
death may in the end be a necessary and 


tention of the audience.— Albany Hrpress, 
Sept. 12, 1885. : 2 


speaker, and convinces his hearers of ‘his 
sincerity.—Morning Telegram (Grand Rapids), 
Nov. 23, 1885. . - Nous 

Mr. Waits possesses great reasoning pow- 
ers, & deep, strong voice, earnest manner, and 
concise, fluent expression, and is'the most 


the eye over the whole of things, it is no less 
a calamity to those immediately touched. 
To repair, therefore, as far as possible the 
terrible loss which has fallen upon this 
stricken houschold should be our immediate 
care. From it the wife, mother, sister, and 
friend beloved, ever kind, tender, and benefi- 
cent. is about to be borne never to return. 
Alas! what a void is left! Great and terrible 
as her worth was precious and inestimable! 
Yes, the duty to repair this loss to each mem- 
ber of this family 1s the sacred duty of the 
friends and mourners here. Had a bolt from 
the sky fallen and torn asunder the happy 
home, how readily would each and all rush 
to the aid of the injured and bereaved! Like | 
such a stroke death leaves broken and lacer- 
ated lives and affections. The very nerves of 
life are torn when the mothér and wife, the 
center of the family and home, is stricken 
down. To their friends and relatives comes 
the duty to gather up and weave anew the 
broken threads of life. They may not say it 
in words, but the father, daughter, sister, 
need now the common aid and care which 
only loving hands and hearts can bestow. 
Sueh let their silent grief receive by every 
grateful office and service within your power. 

Finally, we are here to receive. Let us 
hear in mind that we come to the house of 


ure of hearing.— Liberal (Mo.), April 16, 
18895. | i 

Mr. Watts’s appeals are not destitute of 
fine irony, of vigorous sarcasm, of logical 


the intellect, to the judgment, the common 
sense, and the reasoning powers of those 
whom he addresses. He does not seek. to 
beat down others by the assumption that they. 


mistaken. He has a power of. enlisting thé 


feelings in such a way as to secure close at- 
tention to the end of an address of inore than 


\ » ook X HE 


up wil lay it down till he has read.the. D 
*t Profit-Sharing between Capital and Labor," ` 


stances in various countries in which: this in: 


above, the first is a double number, price 80 Í 


The issue of the interesting weekly magàá- : 
zine, Science, for September 17th, comments -` 


British Medical Association, on the higher ` 


tends to, render women infertil is prejudicial ' 


time think that they must do men's work, . 


proper work. If girls were more properly : 


alities, and, if his views are to be'contro- 


atmosphere; The Charleston earthquake; The | 


livelihood; An easy method of measuring ` 
ancient Egypt; Economic statistics; Conn's. ` E 
* Evolution of To-day;” S:dgwick's *His- . > 


ing. This periodical is not, as might be in- , 


Press Notices of Mr. Charles Watts. ` 


Mr. Watts has a very distinct utterance - 
and an emphatic manner which rivets the at- 


"Mr. Watts is an able, earnest, and forcible 


eloquent speaker that we hav had the pleas- ` 


are either fools or knaves, but luhors to show ` 
wherein he thinks them wrongly educated or . 


minds of his auditors and moving upon their . 


the average length of public lectures.—Hagle 


we 


animals-happy? Ballooning and its effect.on | ^. 


y^ 


wit; but his strong point is in appealing to... 


w 


* 


i 


v. one 


v 


., Nal attainniente 


'- views on thi 
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towel (Can) 


-sentiments.— Lis 
2,1880. | : 

Mr. Watts is a vigorous £ 
elocutionary abilities, and of 
i—one;capabl 
his views in thestrongest por 


; matter how ay 


on theology, they mus, 
-expositions of -skeptical -F 
embodied in.them some of th 
. utterances and seductiv logic 
been their privilege’ to list 


- corder, Jam; 91,1886. " ^. 


i^ 


, magoo 


Ms 


. Interviews on Talmage, 
. What Must We Do to B 


' Tributes. 


-Prose Poems and Selections. 


, Mr. Watts is one of the ab 
Secularism'to be found on th 
and no little interest was evi 
‘He is a most ‘pleasing and 1 
and, while’,the large majori 
went to hear him- in Galt me 
his opinions, all‘are willing = 
his’ ability, ‘and the ‘gentlen 
which he treated the subje 
sion.— Dumfries: Reformer (C 


"o ^38; 1888.55.77 


Mr. Watts held the close 
- hearers more by appealing tc 
good. sense: with deep logi > 
hearts with «shafts of sarc — * 
` Leader (Grand Rapids), Nov — | 
The keen logic and: admi 
. Mr. Watts's:able utterances v 
reading ona day of leisure; : 
might not agree with his de 
Gazette, Nov. 26, 1885 


. The Gods. Paper, 50 « 
In_five lectures, comprisin 
* Humboldt, ** Thomas Pai 
ity,” and ** Heretics and He 
Thé Ghosts. Paper, 50c 
Contents: “The Ghosts,” '* 
Woman, and Ohifd,” “The. 1 
dépendence,” “About Farr 
“he Grant Banquet,” * Tr 
. | Olark,” “The: Past Rises 
. Dream,” and ** A Tribute to] 
Some Mistakes of Moses 


cloth, $1.25. ———— 


~ plain cloth, $1.25, 


. perS35cenis, . ` , 
The. Christian Religio - 
Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah 8. 

George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents ; cloth, $1. 


Orthodoxy. 


10 cents, $1.00 per doz. post paid: 


~ ` This makes a grand 
. Liberals should scatter it generously. 


— "^ Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
is f ` & Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 


the PME of the San Franciscan, 
‘cents per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100° . 
Millions of these should be viroid. Paa - 


. Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
: the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 


. ert G. Ingersoll.. Price, 10 cents. 


Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 


Large size octavo, paper, 15 cents. 


‘Ingersoll’s Leetures Complete. 

. Bound in one yolume, To meet the demand 
for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest -on ‘ Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 


calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 


pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. : 
There hav been so. many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s “Tribute to 
is Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “Grant 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over 
“Little Harry Miller's Grave,” that they hav 
-. been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, ilu- 
minated border, and in large, clear t; 
` ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 
to any address, for 50cts, or either one for 15cts. 
This 
new book isa gem. Itis*a model in every re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
.ebrated ** Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “ tributes ? 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
. selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versations of the author. The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To he p it serve this 
purpose, a fine steel. portrait, with auto raph 
. fac simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree 
calf, highest-possible style and finish, $9. 


The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and 


- ''' Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 


- life, pricei 1.50 each, Every admirer uf these 
_ apostles of ligious Liberty should hav them. 
-Photozri phs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
. Superb photographs, 22x28, $5; panel, 10x/x17, 
$3; boudoir, $1; cabinet; 40 cents; card, 20 cts, 

. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Practical Experience with Poultry. : 


> By Gro, M. DAvENPORT, This is a little book— 
& pamphlet of 32 well-filled pages. costing only 
* a quarter,” but as full of meat as an egg. Itis 
well called _“ practical,” for we find nothing un- 
practical init, Hens, ducks, gegee and turkeys 
are particularly discussed and their. economical 
breeding and keeping treated of. There are many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 
scale, and, all in all, it is a-very useful addition do 


~ . the poultry literature of the day. 


Le TRUTH SEEKER Office, 
: 38 Olinton Place, New York. 


Bo 2 5 


-Rational Communism. 
| and interestingly written... 


Be Saved? På- 


By R. G. 
lack, and Prof. | 


aper, 50cis; 


56 pages, IRmo, paper, 
large, clear t; and taini dion 2 
- ; De; ‘containing as mu 
could be delivered in two “ordinary lectures. 
missionary document, 


5 cents; 50 


e, suita- 


The book is vigorously 


/50c; cloth. 81.. 
THE TRUTHS R CO, 
New York. 


so Paps 
5... Address 


< '.88 Clinton Place, 
SQASIUDY... 


: BY LEWIS G. JANES, 3 
This book treats of the naturalevolution of the 
Christian religion, its historical antecedents in 
Palestinian Judaism and Roman Paganism ; in- 
yestigates the history of the founder of Qhristian- 
ty in the light of the latest scientific criticism of 
the New Testament; shows that the true story of 
the Man Jesus, and his genuin teachings are 
separable from the later legendary accretions 
which hav confounded him with the mythical 
Christ, and traces the natural development of 
Christian dogma and ecclesiastical institutions. 
Complete references and full index. 320pp. 8vo, 
cloth, gilt top. Price $1.50. 
Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER Office. 


A SKETCH OF THE LIFE 


APOLONIU3 0 P TYANA, 


OR THE 
First Ten Decades of Our Era. 


BY 
; ./^' DANIEL M. TREDWELL. 
; Designed to show upon the authority of Histo 
that. Apollonius of Tyana performed miracles an 
spoke wise sayings equal.to.those attributed to 
esus Christ, 350pp., octavo, best style. Price $2.50. 


Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER office. - 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


OR, 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 


R BY 
H.-J. SEIGNEURET,. 
Secularist. 
Price, . - - - 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 
SACRED MYSTERIES 


. ` AMONG THE. 
Mayas and tie Quiches 11,500 
Years Ago. 


ORIGIN OF THE BIBLI 'AL MYTH 
By AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON. 


Illustrated. - - - Price, $2.50. 
For Sale at'this office. 


CAPTA INS OF INDUSTRY: 


OR, 


MEN or BusINESS WHo Dip SowETHING BESIDES 
Maxine Money, 
A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 


BY JAMES PARTO Y. 


i Thig book, Son ages, 
reating of forty-six characters in history who hay 
helped the world; together with eight url 
Mr. Parton's works need no commendation. They 
are standard. : 


plainly printed, 


Price, - - « * - $1.95. 
Address TRUTH SEEKE 
S dne Place, New Pork. 


TIVE CHRISTIANITY 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


Price. $1.00. ] For sale at this office, 
FREE THOUGHT NOVE) S. 


The Heathens of the Heath, A finel 
written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonnel 
author of Excter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. - 

Family Creeds, By William MeDon- 
nell, author of “Exeter Hall.” Price, cloth. 
$1.25; paper, 75 cents. 

Exeter Hall. “One of the most excit- 
ing romances of the day.'- Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 

Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 


A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 


ald. 404 pages. $1.25. 
The Outeast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story. From the London edition, By 


Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 


80 cents. . 
All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
“The great charm of 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. € 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages gre those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 
pect to find, ın such a marked degree, even 
rom so gifted. pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks." Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH. SEEKER. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT 0. ADAMS. 


(loth, $1.35. For Sale at this Office 
BOOKS FUR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Childran and 
Youth. Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
stition. e Only Illustrated Freethinkers' 


Children's Btory-Book everissued. 66 full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, hea: 
toned paper, broad margins, illuminate 
covers; 4t0. 224 pp., bds., $1.25. 


Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office, 


A pples of Gold. A Story-Book for 
e Young Folks, By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for pus masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued at &reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photogra h of the author which adds very 
much e.value of the volume. a 
By 


Tae Youth’s Liberal Guide. 

Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M. Price; $1.00. This 
volume aims at the education of youth in the 
rinciples of Freethought, at the same time 
hat it inculeates moral duties and’ human 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason and 
common sense, ddress THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 
vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specific to 148 Bible propositions 
with numerous references and citations, tha 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
r4 oe. propositions in the same book. Price 
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Rise and Decnne. ^^ ^^ 


RAL LEAGUE No. 25; 
fn dustrial Hall, Broad and 


ious and social questions. 
he audience, N.B.—Truth 
pys on hand at cheap rates. 


SHAKSPERE. 


pkspere could not write. 

p Francis Bacon to the Earl 
A.D., 1590, Wu, HENRY 
E For sale at this office. 


AL SALE! 
In accumulation of. debts, J 
g notice all my elegant stock 


ISALE COST. 
Remond ear-drops $200, worth 
p. worth $200; another pair, 
elegant brooch, arabesque 


0, worth $225; another, line 
" $220 ‘worth $325; another. 
R200 


d gold chains, 
y, 25 per cent dis- 
to inspection, or 


ELLOWS 


is a regularly educat- 
ed and legally quali- 
fied: physician, and 
the most successful 
>as his practice will 
rove. He has for 
.į twenty years treated 
exclusivly all diseases 
of the Sexual Organs 
in the cures of which 
he stands preeminent’ 
SPERMATORRH(EA 
and IMPOTENOY 
asthe result of self- 
abuse. in youth and 
sexual excesses in ma- 
turer years, causing. 
night emissions by 
4 dreams, loss of sexua) 
power rendering 
md unhappy, etc., are cure 
utside application in sixty 
MEDICIN USED.  Itis one 
ble discoveries, which is er 
e medical profession. 
up, such as & pad, belt 
ppliance, but sim i 
sass bolana SIN on the parts affected, 
which cures by absorption. Send five 2-cent stampe 
r his * Private Counselor,” giving full informa- 
tion. Address Dr. R. P.-Fellows, Vineland, N. J. 
and say where you saw this advertisment. 


N. B.—Dr, Fellows begs leave to say that he it 
an Infidel of the most pronounced character. Bro. 
Liberals, your patronage 18 solicited. 
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"SHOPPEL's MODERN HOUSES” No. 8. 
(Just Published, July 1, 1880) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply, all the neccessary pieces for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
for putting them together. 

While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. It is, in fact, a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, 80 exact that it is useful to 

uilders. 

55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000). : 

2 New Designs for Barns. 

1 New Design for a Chapel. 

Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 

(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 

An Article on Villa Park Associations. 

SENT, PosTPAID, ON REOEIPT OF PRICE; $1. 
Address 


TEA CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN AS 30'N : 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


A SHORE LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it, : 

Price, six copies, 80 cents; one dozen, 50 cente; 
twenty-five copies for*$1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish that the friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


"HF MODERN BALAAM. 


Showing the Balaam of modern times to be the 
priests, Tris a splendid ictorialargument. Price 
per dozen, 30 cents; per hundred. $1.50. 


CHRISTIANITY 
A REWARD FOR CRIME 
substantiated by the Bibie. 


BY 
O. B. WHITFORD, M. D. 
Price 16 Cents, | Per Dozen, $1.00. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Addes 33 Clinton Place. New York 


‘the Apostle of Liberty. An address 
delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Frec- 
thinker Convention, January 89,188. Price’ 
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80 P.M. for lectures and . . 
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_ election will be 80,000 o : 


“> not'to.tamper with pub- | 


Tux. probability. that, 
legislature will submit t to 
sale,-or impórtatiorof- li 
dignation and alat : 
"who favor the’ pres : 


Tux ‘Pennsylvania Pro- Ü 
. hibitionists . ‘claim «that | 
- their vote in the’doniitis 


100, 000. 

Tux. recent massacres |: 
of Catholics in China are’, 
. claimed by ‘that sect: i 
hav. beer .caused by the; ; 
E REQUE : 


the’ condemned . jar 
ists in Chicago has: ‘beer 
"begun! before Judge Gary. 


to’ poison three Witiiesses | 


_in the case exposing - the | 


corrupt aero in the. 


hav: so Shetesulód. Mors. ; 
. mon immigrants. that the | 


Á iih: the visit- 
ing: ExigfishySocialist, is | 


` warned. By. - the, press | 
throughout ` the ‘country | 


lic séntinient in Chicago, | 
and the: Limes of. that. Mél 
igles & noose ‘before his eyes. 


E “late ‘Protestant, Episcopal convention . 
. took action toward‘ securing uniformity of ; 
marriage law throughout the United States. 


_ DESPERATE fighting took place Sept. 29th 


, in Belfast, first between Protestant and Cath- : 


ud- ‘finally Between ‘the mone: and 


pt th thë Red Republicans cre-. 

iot at a town in France, displaying : 
x flag: and driving away opposing 

parties andthe police. 


SWwEENY, a recently returned, Euro- 
pean traveler, says, ‘‘It is afinal fact, in. my 
opinion, that no king or. -emperor can ever 


again reign ‘in France.” 


Tue Hartford defaulter; Bartholomew, has 
been going to church and prayer-meeting till 
he has won everybody’s confidence, and now 
he hag gone to Canada with everybody’s 
money. | 


THE Henry’ George campaign is assuming 
propórtions ‘alarming to the old parties. 
During the next mayor's administration the 
terms of nearly all the present heads of- the 
municipal departments will expire. 


Amone the many instances throughout this - 
country | of powerful corporations defying the 
law, one of the most flagrant is the supreme 


. indifference of the Western Union Telegraph 


Company to the recent underground-wire 
- statute of this state. | 


AROHSIBHOP © GIBBONS says: E Cardinal 
Taschereau’s condemnation of the Knights of 
. Labor should not be taken as the -sentiment 
of the church. The cardinal’s hostility grew . 
out of'somie local laws or conduct of: the 
Knights | which are contrary to the doctrins of 
the church.” 


TuE Brooklyn Presbytery is Tn Rev. 
Mr. Staunton for violence to his wife, and for 
keeping another woman in his house against 
his wife's protest. Mrs. Staunton says of the 
trial,“ I will rely in the future, as I hav in the 
‘past, on my God,” not seeming aware that 
such conduct'on the part of his saints is not 
only commended but enjoined by that deity. 


SENTITS are endeavoring to so perfect 


‘their kiiowledge-of: the la ws-governing earth- M 


quakes that they can predict their dates, say- ' 
ing that jf they. can. do so ‘‘a valuable con- | 
tribution to the insurance of human safety in | 


earthquake regions will hav been attained.” | 


But-this would be interfering with providen- | 
tial chastisements, and thwarting the will of 


God. ^ 7 | 


3X0 feud » 


| Odds and. fuis. 


PuiLADELPHIA'S.contribuiion to the Charleston 


sufferers is a noble one. ‘She give wp ‘her claim to 


‘the title of Quaker City. 


SUNDAY-SCHÓOL "mmpéilütehdàdlt: 2 NO 
dren; tell me what héatheüs are." ‘Small boy 
(who has been réading about thé: Jate "Belfast 
riots) : ** Heathens i is folk what don't 't fight over’ re- 
ligion.” oe 


“My dear children,” said Deacon Bae ad. 
dressing the scholars, “can you tel me why you 
‘come to Sunday-school?” ‘Cause our pas would 
‘wallop us if we didn’t,” ‘promptly responder a 
small scholar. 

Sot MUSICAL ‘MATTERS. . 

Boston young lady (to Chicago. young. lady); 
“Young Mr. F. of your city, I understand, is a 
very fine interpreter at the piano?” 

Chicago young lady: ‘Oh, yes, indeed. The 
manner in which Mr. F. manipulates the ivories 
is very much admired by the elite.” 


“Youna man,” said the village editor severely, 
to the aspiring: poet who had brought in one of 
his latest efforts for publication, *this poem on 
*Lucy's Charms: is not bad as a whole, but that 
8econd verse beginning, * Her eyes, my soul! Her 
eyes? is certainly a most flagrant plagiarism. 
You'll find that in any Methodist hymn-book.” 


BosweEtu : “Is slang ever justifiable?” ‘Johnson : 
, “Yes, you dog. If a lady on entering a book-store 
' wore to inquire for Merivale's * History of Rome,’ 
and the clerk were to proffer her Gibbon's ‘ De- 
cline and Fall of ‘the Roman Empire,’ she might 
with propriety exclaim, ‘What are you Gibbon 
us 1 Ine., : 


*In consideration of. the ‘brilliance of the mot 
the anachronism involved in the stl 
` overlooked. 

PARADOXIOAL, 

“Do you. know, my dear," he said to his wife, 
“that there is something paradoxical about a 
, Mule?” 

She replied he ought to know. if anybody did, 
and asked him why. 

“Because, although he is by nature somewhat 
belligerent, yet he is always backward in deeds of 
violence,” 

THE LAST RESORT. ` 
Sweet Canada! Unto thy shores I fly 
For rest and recreation; 
Long Branch and Saratoga I pass by. 
Far, far removed from style and fashion I 
Will spend my long vacation. 


Cape May and Old Point Comfort hav for me 
- No longer their attraction ; 
No more in Hudson landscapes do I see 
The finest in the world, and unto thee 
I humbly make retraction. ` : 


From trouble, toil, and strife they say I'll ind 
Thy breezés disinfectivs ; 
I turn all thoughts of business from my mind, 
I skip to thee and leave all cares behind, 
Also U. 8. detectivs. 


Loved Canada! Ensconced in thy cool clime, 
With thee for my protector, 

: Pl spend in sweet security: my time. 

Some shekels, too, I think Pll spend, for Pm 
A pious bank director, 


il Anrinsaw schoolteacher (iU boy): Do you go 
to Sunday-school?” Boy: * Ain't went to none 
yit." Teacher: * Wouldn't i you. like io go next 
Sunday?” Boy: & Wall; could - ‘git-erlong without 
goin’. Whatdo they do thar?? Teacher : “ They. 
tell you all about. the creation of the world, the 
y acrifice’ of’ Jesus.” Boy: 


A end 


: H Dont: rn how g ther | beat way to snatch der life 
ior 
(mug 


en do? they 2”. Téacher 
aaa : not: ~ ; Boyi'* Then 
I don’t reckon: D Yr 2x foo! ‘etway my time 
with it.) © 


Omana man : “I understand the seiancemants 
for the reception of immigrants at Castle Garden 
are very complete.” New York man: “ We do'our 
best to make strangers feel that they hav come to 
&-Ohristian country. As soon a8 they arrive they 
ate furnished with Bibles printed in English, 
Welsh, French, Danish; Swedish, Finnish, Italian, 
Spanish, German, Dutch, Russian, Bulgarian, 
Hungarian, Bohemian, Polish, Slavic, Arabic, 
Greek, Armenian, Hebrew, or Portuguese.” “Do 
they read them?” ‘Yes, indeed; You see, there 
is nothing else they can do, being all penned up 


| like a flock of sheep.” ‘But why do you pen them 


up?” ‘To keep them from being robbed,” 


Paine Vindicated| 


: i —o— 
A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Observer's slanderous attacks 


upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 
both the slanders and 
their refutation. - 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


—0— 


The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 


recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. 


60pp. Price 10 cents; 12 cópies, $1. 


A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
bed of Thomas Paine. f 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 


dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account, 


18pp. Price 5 cents; 25 for $1.00.. 


For these two pamphlets address - 
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un to be rDo and over- 
necessarily’ make hima bad.: 


n ly there ia no virtu 


aoe e ry falsehood 


Kimim to 
“is! & prophetic 


4 oüght himself 
3 to! ibé/a-true:ipoem, . à 
resuming to sing high 
‘heroic men or 


ánd:'practiceé/;of all. that 
which is ^praigeworthy."— 
Mark Patitson’s Milton, Nn 


Iris‘ assorted that the 
‘been Testament narrative 


comniunicate 
hia: -will 1o them; that. the 
ark, as;built.by Noah, was 
constructed: under. the de- 


tailed ‘Ratractians of the architect.of all worlds; 


that the law, as contained in the Pentateuch, waa - 
delivered to Moses, and written down by him uude. 
the immediate dictation of Jehovah, and the pro- 
ceedings of the Israelites minutely and specifically 
directed by him; that; in a words | thé Old Testa-: 
ment isa litéral and veracious history, not merely 
a national’ legenfi or tradisio i -Greg's - e reed a. 
Christendom. 


| Leave the vilgar ar "übt: that: by: Maximi 
man excelleth man in that wherein man excelleth ` 
béasts; that by learning man ascendeth to, thê 
heavens and their motions,where in body he can : 
not come, and the like; let ns conclude with the 


elf”. the’ experience. . 


dignity and excellency of knowledge and learning; . 


in that whereunto man's nature.doth most aapire, 
which is, immortality or continuance, for to this 
tendeth generation and raising houses and fam-: 


ilies; to this, buildings, foundations, and monu- -` 


ments; to thig tendeth the desire of memory, 
fame, and celebration, and, in effect, the strength | 
of all other human desires. We.see how far the 
monuments of wit and learning are more durable 
than the monuments of power or of the hands. 

For hay not the verses of Homer continued twenty- 


five hundred years, or more, without the loss ofa . ` 


syllable or letter, during which time infinit pal-. 
aces, temples, castles, cities, hay decayed or been 
demolished ?7—Lord Bacon. : ‘ 


Tre politicians tell us, * You must Sdtinate the 
masses because they are going to be masters.” 


The clergy join in the cry for education, for they . 


affirm that. the pedple are drifting away from: 
church and chapel into the broadest Infidelity. 


| The manufacturers and the capitalists swell the 


chorus lustilyY. They declare that ignorance 
makes bad workmen; that England will soon be 
unable to turn out cotton goods, or steam engins, 
cheaper than other people, and then, Ichabod! 
Ichabod ! the glory will be departed from us. And 
a few voices are lifted up in favor of the doctrin 
that the masses should be educated because they 
are men and women, with unlimited capacities of 


"being; doing, and suffering, and that it is as true 


now, as ever it was, that the people perish for lack 
of knowledge. —Huxley’s Lay Sermons. 


ON HIS BEING ARRIVED TO THE AGE OF TWENTY-.. 


THREE, 


How soon hath Time, the subtle thief of youth, 
. Stolen on his wing my three and twentieth year!. 

My hasting days fly on with full career, 

But my late spring no bud or blossom shew’th. 
Perhaps my semblance might deceive the truth, 

That I to manhood am arrived so near} 

And inward ripeness doth much less appear, 

Than some more timely-happy spirits indu’th. 
Yet be it less or more, or soon or slow, 

It shall be still in strictest measure even ` 

-To that same lot, however mean or high, ` 
Toward which Time leads me, and the will of 

heaven ; 
All is, if I hav grace to use it 80; 
"As ever in my great taskmaster’s eye. 
—Miltons Sonnets. 


I witx not leave literature. Nay, had I but two 
potatoes in the world, and one true idea, I should 
hold it my duty to part with one potato for paper 
and ink, and liv upon the other till I get my idea 
written.—Carlyle’s Letters. 


BELIEF is not a matter of choice, not a matter of 
will, but with people of good intelligence it is a 
sae dependent upon evidence.—D, M. Bennett 
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| dotes and Clippings. 


EARTHQUAKE religion will never be worth a 
hundred cents on the dollar.—Sparta (Ga.) 
Jsmaelite. 


‘Five professors at Andover Theological 
Seminary are accused of heresy. Their offense 


‘consists in teaching that a chance may be 


given sinners to repent after death. Joe 


Cook is said to be one of the accusers. 


Anson 8. Woon, deputy secretary of state, 
has issued the decision that there is nothing 
in the laws of New York state to prevent 
women from voting. The woman suffragists 
announce their intention of participating in 
this fall’s elections. They will support George 
for mayor. 


A Boston Sunday paper recently contained 
the following: ‘‘ Mr. F. S. sailed last week 
for Europe, where she has gone to make pur- 


~ chases for her elegant stone house now build- 


ing on Beacon street. A prayer was read 
and a special hymn was sung for her last 
Sunday.at the church of the Messiah.” 


THERE is a prayer-meeting for business 
men every noon in the John Street Methodist 


‘church. Two minutes are allotted to each 


person who desires it for testimony, exhorta- 
tion, or prayer. The meeting was well at- 
tended lately. An elderly gentleman in 
trumpet tones spoke, and after his two min- 
utes were up he kept right on. He had be- 
gun with a scene in King David’s time, and 
had got down to the beginning of the Chris- 
tian era, and ten minutes had gone by. Then 
& young man in a corner led off with. the 


Doxology. The elderly gentleman looked 
amazed as all present swelled the volume of 
harmony. He sat down. As the meeting 
closed the elderly gentleman stood up, and in 
tones of thunder said: ‘‘ That young man 
over in the corner will not be able to sing me 
down when I stand with the tens of thou- 
sands before the throne of almighty God,” 
and he left the meeting room indignant. 
The young man said: ‘ The old gentleman is 
evidently non compos mentis." 


Mr. T. V. Powperty, who is in Richmond 
attending the national assembly of the Knights 
of Labor, attended high mass at St. Peter’s 
cathedral on Sunday, and after the services 
went, on invitation, toa meeting of the con- 
ference of St. Vincent de Paul, where he 
made a short speech. He said the work of 
the society and the work of the order over 
which he presided were in many respects 
similar in that each aimed to ameliorate the 
troubles of their fellow-creatures and aid and 
elevate mankind | 


A NATIY of India who had visited England" 
was heard by an Englishman describing the 
way in which he observed Christians worship, 
and was surprised at their lack of reverence. 
** With all the vivacity of an Eastern nativ,” 
says the Church Standard, “he represented 
the attitude of some Christians at worship. 
He lounged back in his chair, crossed his 
legs, stretched them out at full length, 
looked up at the ceiling and yawned, and 
then asked his audience what they thought of | 
that as a position of reverence. He polished 
his glasses, fixed them on his nose, and 
stared all round in everybody’s face. He 
fanned himself with a piece of paper, and 
gaped about. He stood with his legs crossed, 


and his hands in his pockets, and looked 
across the room sideways. He sat on his 
chair and leaned his head forward on his 
hand. And after each exhibition he asked 
his audience what they thought of English- 
men’s reverence of their God.” 


“No authentic picture of Christ,” says the 
Independent, “and no trustworthy descrip- 
tion of his appearance has come down to us. 
It is remarkable that the four evangelists 
should hav agreed in omitting just what every 
other biographer or novelist is careful to giv. 


Nowhere hav we a hint as to his personal: 


figure or as to a lincament of his countenance. 
Some hav guessed that he was fairer than all 
the fair, and others hav presumed that his 
countenance was marred more than any other 
man; but noone knows. The conventional 
picture of Jesus, which seems to us his 
certain portrait, is not older than Michael 
Angelo." 


Tue dean of Chichester (Dr. Burgon) is 
unrelenting in his warfare on the new version 
of the scriptures. In a letter to the Montreal 
Church Guardian he says: “A report has 
reached me (I am unwilling to believe that it 
can be a true report, but I hav it on very re- 
spectable authority) that there is to be a pro- 
posal made at the approaching Canadian 
Provincial Synod to adopt that most infelici- 
tious of recent literary performances—the 
‘Revised’ Version of the Old and New Testa. 
ments. I take leave in the most respectful 
manner, but at the same time without the 
slightest hesitation, to warn the members of 
that august body against the egregious error 
of which they would most certainly be guilty 
should they, in au ungarded hour, be induced 
to extend their sanction to a work which 


here in England is deservedly regarded with 
universal disfavor, and by the best informed 
sort is already recognized as the grossest 
literary blunder of the age.” 


We would not be unjust; we do not say 


‘that all the religious press is arrayed against 


labor in its struggles for justice, but the 
champions of truth among them are lament. 
ably few. The vast majority of them are far 
too prone to cry ‘‘ Anarchy," ‘ Socialism,” 
t Communism,” when labor demands it: 
right, and to preach that devil’s doctrin, that 
‘‘workingmen should be content in that 
position of life in which it has pleased God to 
place them."—Canadian Labor Reformer, 


Lord LoNsDALE—he is the fifth earl of the 


peerage—is visiting this country as theatrical . 


manager of a performing troupe, the chicf 
star of which is a woman who is the subject 
of great scandal throughout England. Yet 
this theatrical-managing earl has within his 
possession more ecclesiastical patronage than 
any peerage of the United Kingdom of Scot- 
land or Ireland. In his gift are no less than 
fifty-nine **livings "— clerical appointments to 
churches. This number exceeds the number 
at disposal of any of the following bishops : 
Carlisle, Chester, Chichester, Ely, Exeter, 
Hereford, Liverpool, Newcastle, Rochester, 
St. Albans, Sodor and Man, Southwell, and 
Truro. Among temporal peers those who 
nearest approach to it are the dukes of 
Devonshire, with 40; Rutland, 31; Bedford, 
26; Beaufort, 25; Northumberland, 24, and 
Cleveland, 22; the marquis of Abergavenny, 
24, and Baron Leconfield, 22. The Prince of 
Wales also has 22. Some people think this 
state of affairs calls for reform. We agree 
with some people.-Chaistian at Work, 
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Communications. 


Blasphemy and the Bible.—Continued. 


And for denying that the Bible is a safe moral ‘Egypt, and thou shalt know no god but me, for there 


guide, or that we should reverence its vile blas- 


phemy or believe its obscene stories, in New Jersey |. 


one is liable to be arrested, calumniated, hated, and 
persecuted by the devotees of this Bible and follow- 
ers of its holy teachings. 

hristians everywhere assure us we are indebted to 
the Bible for our present civilization and morality; 
that none can be harmed by reading the holy Bible 
and living out its teachings, and we are bribed to do 
so by the promise that, if we will follow. the example 
of God's blessed saints, we with them shall be made 
perfect. If we will share their faith, we shall also 
with them share heaven. Decency forbid! 

Jacob is another exemplary saint, indorsed by 
Jesus as sure of heaven (Luke xiii, 28). He is intro- 
duced to us in this truthful and holy Bible as taking 
advantage of his blind old father, lying to him, and 
cruelly, treacherously, robbing his own brother (Gen. 
xxvii, 18, 27). 

This paragon saint marries two sisters, having them 
both for wife at the same time, but, not content with 
n takes both their hired girls also (Gen. xxx, 

je d 

Reader, does the Bible relate these filthy stories 
to warn us from the wrong, the sin, of such doings? 
No; but the Bible indorses, applauds, the beastly in- 
famy. It declares God blessed Leah and answered 
her prayers because she gave her hired girl to her 
husband. Read the damnable record: “ And Leah 
said, God hath given me my hire, because I have 
given my maiden to my husband” (Gen. xxx, 18). 
How many parsons, deacons, and good Christian 
brethren admonish their wives to follow the example 

of. Leah, as the best and surest way to obtain from 
God answers to their prayers? 

Christian, despite your bigotry and blind fanaticism, 
answer, honestly now, Is the Bible a safe moral guide? 
Is it a fit book to place in the hands of your chil- 
dren? 

You rightly denounce the Mormons for the crime of 
polygamy, but how can you do so and yet reverence 
the Bible? The Bible teaches polygamy. The Bible 
God enforces as well as sanctions polygamy: 

“ And I gave thee thy master’s house and thy mas- 
ter’s wives into thy bosom” (2 Sam. xii, 8, 11). 

Surely there is no morality like Bible morality; 
no obscenity more gross; no blasphemy more vile. 

* Now, therefore, kill every male among the little 
ones, and kill every woman that hath known man by 

` lying with him, but all the women children that have 
not known a man by lying with him keep alive for 
yourselves” (Num. xxxi, 17,18). And thirty of these 
young virgins, God’s share, he especially com- 
manded should be given to the priest for his especial 
use (Num. xxxi, 41). 

For repudiating these and similar horrible teach- 
ings, and urging to discard them, and instead to live 
lives of justice, mercy, and purity—to seek happiness 

‘by promoting that of others, I have been arrested 
for blasphemy.  . 

In all candor I ask, Who are the enemies of hu- 
manity—they who denounce or they who teach and 
justify such atrocities? 

FALL AND REDEMPTION. 

What a loving father is the Bible God! Suppose 
<a father should place a helpless little crippled child of 
five years old on a chair tilted toward a large glow- 
ing fire, then give the child orders not to move or 
the punishment of its disobedience would be horrible 
death by burning. He then leaves the child, knowing 
it soon must move, and he has so fixed it that when 
it does it must fall upon the fire and be burnt to 
death. i 


Would not every sane human being execrate and | 


denounce such a father as a monster of heartless 
cruelty ? 

We read in the Bible that God placed Adam and 
Eve in the garden of Eden, constituted them so they 
could not resist temptation, then placed temptation 
continually before them, knowing they must fall; to 
make assurance doubly sure he creates a subtle devil 
to beguile them, insuring their fall; then damns them 
for falling, and damns all the human race who had 
anything to do with the fall, because Adam and Eve 
did not resist a temptation God himself especially 
made it impossible they could resist. Amazing love 
divine! O sublimity of wisdom! 

To appease his wrath and save a few of the 
myriads thus doomed to eternal hell on account of an 
act committed hundreds of years before they were 
born, this God plans to send. his own son (as old as 
his father) to the earth to die, pour out his blood on 
the cross (which he never did, for he shed no blood 
till after he was dead—see John xix, 33, 34), that all 
who would accept this blood should be saved. 

It took this God four thousand years to perfect 
this wondrous plan and to provide this savior; in the 
mean time he positively declares no savior ever has 

. existed or ever shall exist. 
* Before me there was no God formed, neither 
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shall there be after me. I, ever I, am the Lord, and 
beside me there is no savior” (Isa. xlv, 10, 11). 

“Tam the Lord, and there is none else; there is 
no God beside me” (Isa. xlvi, 5). : 
“Yet I am the Lord thy God from the land of 


is no savior beside me" (Hosea. xiii, 4). 
There is no accredited history on earth describing 
the birth of this Jesus. The only accounts we have 


are Matthew and Luke. Luke denies that he wrote by. 


inspiration; he declares in the first verses of his 
gospel he merely wrote of his own accord because 
there were so many gospels contradicting each other. 
He wanted his friend, Theophilus; to know his 
account of the "matter. - Thus we are left with the 
gospel of Matthew alone to afford us any inspired in- 
formation as to the birth of this savior whom God 
said never had existed or should exist. Yet this is 
the all-important event on which the whole claims of 
Christianity depend. 

Matthew was a tax-gatherer, and knew nothing of 
Christ until called. to be a disciple a.n. 31. Yet he 
gives us all the particulars of what Joseph thought, 
as well as what Joseph dreamed (Matt. i, 18, 20). 
This gospel, according to Matthew, it is admitted no 
one knows the author of. Smith’s Bible Dictionary, a 
standard authority among all Christians, says, in re- 
gard to the time of its writing: “The most probable 
supposition is that it was written between 50 and 60 
A.D.; the exact year cannot even be guessed at.” 

It is a little peculiar that Matthew relates what he 
was not eye-witness to—the incarnation, visit of the 
wise men, the temptation, the. transfiguration, the 
agony of Gethsemane, denial of Peter, dream of 
Pilate's wife, talk between Judas and the. priests, etc. 
—while all the events said to be witnessed by John 
alone are omitted by John alone. Matthew tells us 
Joseph, discovering the condition of Mary, decided 
to put her away; while worrying over it he dreamed 
that, although: Mary was about to become a mother, 
she was nevertheless a virgin; and this dream 
rendered Joseph perfectly satisfied that everything 
was all right. _No claim is made that Joseph ever 
told Matthew anything about this queer dream, yet 
it is alleged that somewhere between fifty and sixty 
years after Matthew gives us this astounding revela- 
tion, and we must believe it or be damned. 

Now, reader, take time and. calmly think it over. 
A Jewish girl becomes the mother of God almighty 
—the mother of your God. The child of this young 
Jewess was God. Christ is God. God cried and 
screamed, squealed and kicked; God flung about his 
little arms; God made aimless. dashes into space 
with his little fists; God stared foolishly at his own 
little toes; God smiled when he was comfortable and 
howled when pricked by a nasty pin; God was 
nursed at Mary's breast; God was wrapped in little 
diapers; God lay in a cradle and was rocked to sleep; 
God was quite sick when cutting his little teeth ; 
God caught the measles, mumps, whooping cough, 
and scarlet fever; God learned to.walk and often 
tumbled down, bumped his forehead, and made his 
little nose bleed; God was spanked when he was 
naughty, etc., etc. We have always been taught 
to believe that God was born in a manger, but 
Matthew declares he was born in a house (Matt. 
ii, 11; Luke ii, 7) Matthew declares that. im- 
mediately after the departure of the wise men 
Joseph, Mary, and the child fled into Egypt and re- 
mained there till after the death of Herod (Matt. ii, 
12,14). Luke declares this was not so, but that 
eight days after his birth Joseph, Mary, and Jesus 
went up to Jerusalem;.Mary did penance for the 
crime of motherhood, and Jesus was circumcised 
(Luke ii, 21, 39). 

Reader, if you read such absurdities and contra- 
dictions in any other book would: you regard it as 
divinely inspired? 

What does this savior, whom God declares never. 
had, and never should have, existence, save from? 

Does he save mankind from sin? No, for men 
continue to sin. 

Does he save mankind from death? 
continue to die. | ET 

Does he save our souls from death? No, for the 
church declares our souls are immortal and cannot die. 

Does he save from torturing fires of hell? No, 
for the church no longer believes in a literal hell-fire. 

Could this Christ save us, if there was something 
to be saved from? 

Was Christ immortal?+ The church says Christ is 
God and therefore must be immortal and being im- 
mortal his soul could not die. 

The Bible says: * The soul that sinneth it shall 
die" (Ezek. xviii, 4). : 

If Christ came to pay the penalty, his soul must die. 

The church says Christ, being God, was immortal— 
his soul could not die. But the Bible and Christ de- 
clare he did die (Isa. liii, 10,12; Rev. i, 18) If these 
scriptures are true, Christ's soul did die. Then he 
could not have been God. A dead God is an ab- 
surdity. If not God, he needed a savior for him- 
self (Kom. v, 12). 

Which is it that sins, soul or body? The body! 
Then why does the body rest in peace in the grave 
and the soul go down to hell's torment? 


No, for men 
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No, itis the soul. that sins! Then why did Jesus 
say if thy hand offend thee cut it off—if thine eye 
offend pluck it out: “And if thine eye offend thee 
pluck it out; it is better for thee to enter into the 
kingdom of God with one eye than having two eyes 
to be cast into hell-fire, where the worm dieth not 
and the fire is not quenched” (Mark ix, 48-48)? 

We know the body goes to the grave. Christians 
declare it is our soul that goes to heaven or hell. 
But this contradicts the Bible and Christ. Jesus says 
the body goes to heaven, the body goes to hell—bet- 
ter enter heaven with one hand, one foot, one eye, 
than retaining perfect body be cast into hell "  '. 

According to Christ, there will be one-eyed cripples 
in heaven. The Bible says-so. Christian salvation 
goes to the vile murderer whose life.is forfeited. say- 
ing: “Jesus suffered for you; only have faith in the 
blood of Jesus and you will go to heaven, no matter 
how foul and infamous the life; Christianity offers to 
cleanse from all guilt; ‘Though your sins be as 


scarlet, they shall be as white as snow '" (Isa. 1,18). f 


And yet Christians prove they do not believe their ` 
own or the Bible teachings. 
their creed in their daily life. They avow faith has 
cleansed the murderer of all guilt; he is cleansed by 
the blood of the lamb and become fit company for 
the angels—made pure and innocent as a little child 
by the blood of Jesus. Yet they will not set this 
innocent one free; do not care to take him. to their 
homes. Saint-like and fit for heaven as he is, they 
hang him just the same. mee 

Acts are too strong for their creed. Only in an 
imaginary world can they imagine him in happiness. 

Dear reader, we would have you, instead of be- 
lieving the falsehoods of Christianity, accept the 
truths of Secularism. ne S 

A man who is brutal and licentious brings.on him: 
self loathsome disease, poisons his blood, and entails 
on his children horrible suffering and a tendency to ` 
vice. On his death-bed he believes in Jesus, goes to 
& pure heaven of eternal bliss, and leaves the world 
cursed by the consequences of his evil life while he 
revels in extra rank and esteem in heaven, for the 
New Testament declares there is more joy in 
heaven over such a sinner than over ninety and nine 
just persons that need no X acne (Luke xv, 7). 
The Bible and Christianity thus put a premium on 
vice. . 

Secularism warns all against wrong-doing by point- 
ing out the misery which invariably follows evil, not 
alone to themselves, but to their children. Secular- ` 
ism teaches us to fix our eyes and hopes on earth. 
Parsons bemoan this, but there is not one of themi but 
will swap eternal mansions in the sky for the smallest 
house and lot on this perishing earth. We have 
nothing to do with a home in the clouds now. Let 
us make a heaven of our own homes here and now, 
instead of devoting time and care to meet a future 
life. Let us prepare for it by learning how best to . 
live this present one. Learn how to live. Death is 
inevitable. We need waste no time on learning. how 
to die. One world at a time will tax all our powers 
to the uttermost. If there is a spirit-life, ministra- 
tions of love and lives of active benevolence and.use- 
fulness are the best possible preparation for it. If 
there is not, then welcome extinction ; the calm, sweet 
sleep of eternal rest is far preferable to constantly 
beholding the torture of those we love, even though 
we ourselves have gained harps and wings. 

Secularism: sweeps away all the terrors of the su- 
pernatural. It bids men look on earth as their fair 
heritage, capable of being beautified and cultured 
through knowledge, skill, and love. , 

It brings peace and joy, for it refines, educates, 
teaches love and gentleness, plucks fear from the 
mind and sectarian hate from the heart, and makes 
brotherhood to all alike. “Al the world is. our: 
country—to do good is our religion.” Secularism 
gives freedom; it gave freedom to all in the United ` 
States by abolishing slavery, taught by the Bible and 
upheld by Christianity. In the language of that -_ 
noble and fearless exponent of Secularism, Mrs. 
Annie Besant: “To him whose highest interest is 
centered in his own miserable self—to him who only 
cares to gain his own ends—to him who seeks only 
his individual comfort—to that man Secularism can 
have no attraction. Such a man may indeed be made 
religious by a bribe of heaven, but truth disdains the 
service of the self-seeker; she cannot bé grasped by 
a hand that itches for reward.” 

If Truth is not loved for her own pure sake; if to 
lead a noble life; if to make men happier; if to spread 
brightness around us; if to leave the world better 
than we found it—if these aims have no attraction for 
us, if these thoughts cannot inspire us, then we are 
not worthy to be Secularists, we have no right to the 
proud title of truth seekers.  . ^ 

If you want to be paid for your good lives by liv- 
ing forever in a lazy, useless fashion in an idle 
heaven; if you want to be bribed into nobility of 
life; if, like silly children, you learn your lesson, not 


to gain knowledge, but to win sugar-plums, then 


you had better cling to your creeds and your © 

churches. : They are good enough for you; you are 

not worthy to be free. pe 
* But those who, having caught a glimpse of the 


They fail to live up to - . 


ously kept ignorant, that the property usurped by 


' heads the family. He is the support, the guide, and 
` the rule. The destiny of his people depends en- 


_And yet the state and the society consider it per- 
. fectly just and proper. Why should a father be so 
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` beauty of truth, deem the possession worth more 


than all the world beside; those who have made up 
their own minds to do their work faithfully, and 


. zealously, regardless of reward, applause, or censure, 


they will at every sacrifice spread the gospel of Secu- 
larism among men until the minor melodies of Chris- 
tianity have sobbed out their last mournful notes on 


_ the dying evening breeze, and on the fresh morning 


‘winds shall ring out the chorus of hope and joyful- 


. ness from the glad lips of men, women, and children 


whom Secularism has set free.” — C. B. REYNOLDS. 
+ ______ 


Socialism in India. 


What is Socialism? Socialism is that science which 
deals with and governs society. Every country has 
her own peculiar rules of government. That country 
must be the lowest in the scale of justice and right- 
eousness which has inculeated principles and enacted 
laws for her own benefit at the expense of other 
nations, but that nation which has inconvenienced, 


“nay, even ruined, her own prospects and sacrificed 


her interests for the good of other countries must be 
the highest. .She has been, she is, and will be, à 
beckoning star to others in all paths of life. Where 
is such a country? The whole audience, nay, the 
whole world, will answer, pointing their fingers to 
Europe and America. Shall we find beneficent and 
consummate systems of administration in these 
countries? Let us, for instance, take the foremost 
and pioneering part of Europe called England and 


-analyze her. England, you will find at a first glance, 


is a country where human species multiply by leaps and 


bounds, and draw in nourishment from four quarters 


like the the boa constrictor, who inhales all animals 
and birds within the radius of one mile. Though en- 


‘tirely dependent for her support on foreign lands, 


England is a country despotic in government and 
partial in distributing supplies among her subjects. 
She represents the lion who sucks the blood out of 
the veins of his prey and leaves the carcases to 
wolves and jackals. The gate-keepers of England 
are the kings and queens, who devour the lion’s 
share of the booty snatched away from distant lands 
and allow the remainder to be gluttonously swal- 
lowed by their relativs, emissaries, and other pirates, 
who helped them to it, by plotting, and planning, 
and ransacking neighboring countries, and then 


‘leave the carcases and crumbs for being sent into 


the interior to aid the starving masses in continuing 
life; hence, seventy-five per cent of the population in 
England are paupers, who are ready to pounce on 
anything that comes in their way. This sinful booty 
is thus divided, no reason or sense being allowed to 
get the better of avarice and selfishness; hence came 
the proverb in prominence, “ Necessity has no law.” 


. How can a nation be just and righteous when her 


law is necessity? The same principle which governs 


' nations regulates families and modulates-the tone of 


society, for a family is nothing but a small nation, 
society still larger, and the nation the largest family. 
When. the nation is so unjustly and partially gov- 
erned in regard to her supplies, the same traits are 
distinguishable in society, the royalty and the 
nobility being the law-givers and governors, and the 
masses the oppressivly ruled and trodden. down. 
Laws are made by a few for the aggrandizement of 
many. The masses are so badly governed that they 
dare not assert their rights without losing life. The 
majority are dextrously imposed upon and assidu- 


royalty may not be encroached upon by them.’ They 
are so educated as to feel that the little crumbs they 
get is a favor specially conferred upon them out of 
pure humanitarianism and compassion; hence, a mi- 
nority are possessed of property and fortune, and the 
majority engulfed in distress and poverty. Now, let 
us turn to families. They are based on the same 
principles which control the nation and the society. 
Every power and right is vested in the person who 


tirely upon his whims and caprices. If he wishes, 
he has the power to impoverish his family, not- 
‘withstanding that he has brought so many souls into 
existence. There is the same injustice and partiality 
in the distribution and division of power and prop- 
erty of English families as there is in the g.vernment 
of the nation and the society. The eldest son be- 
comes an heir, unless otherwise willed by his father be- 
fore his demise. It is very often the case that one 
son is enriched and nine turned out as paupers. 


unjust and cruel toward his children? But it is so; 
consequently England apparently enjoys the smiles 


' of fortune. All along the sea-coasts large and 


flourishing cities and towns hav been established and 


' gigantic industries started for accumulating wealth 
' in some few corners at the expense and starvation of 


millions. If the father should equally divide his 


` property between his ten sons, it would amount to 
‘Tittle in each hand, but by depriving nine of their 


rightful equal shares, he makes one son bask in the 


' gun of fortune and nine eclipsed by adversity. And 
` why? I ask. There is no reply to this question ex- 


upon as their own. Slums and-alleys are filled. to 


justice; the happiness of individuals hangs on the 


thing concerning this unexpected guest is kept secret 


‘But the result of this unnatural combination is still 


cept, “It is my will and my pleasure.” Consequently 
the whole of England is owned by a few aristocrats, 
and the masses hav not an inch of ground to stand 


in many respects. England feeds on the resources of 
other nations and makes a ruinous return; America 
develops her own that other nations may look to her 
for cheap market. Both are therefore, in my opinion, 
unsound in their tendency and selfish in their desires. 
While England multiplies in population for the 
devastation of other countries, America raises enor- 
mous crops for flooding foreign markets therewith 
that the natural resources of other countries may be: 
stagnated and their local industries closed. Why 
should America do so? Why should she raise more 
than she can consume? Could any of my audi- 
ence explain why? , 

Americans, it seems to me, are well educated in 
principles of right and wrong, freedom and slavery, 
liberty and bondage, but they will not admit that it 
is sinful to raise more than necessary. I do not 
blame them, as they are not responsible for what they 
hav inherited from their fathers. Where did the first 
American. settlers come from? They came from 
England. Their policy, like their forefathers’, was 
that of conquest by slaughter, usurpation by force, 
and grasping by deception. But the consequences 
of such traits of character are disastrous indeed’ In 
the long run no one is so much deceived as the de- 
ceiver. In England the supplies come from abroad, 
and in America from within, and yet the masses in 
one, and the producers in another, are equally miser- 
able. The American farmers had enough and to 
spare, but as the supplies first reached royalty in 
England, so in America they went from producers to 
speculators. It is marvelous to see how, in both 
cases, a few intriguers managed to monopolize the 
profits accruing from imports and exports. In the 
first case, royalty, and their accomplices, swallowed 
the lion’s share; in the second case, speculators and 
capitalists acted the parts of middlemen and pre- 
vailed upon American farmers and mechanics to con- 
sign their goods to them for better prices. Yes, the 
better prices they fetched from foreign markets, but 
what became of it? They were absorbed in com- 
missions paid to agents and managers of trading- 
houses, so that a few hav thus become millionaires, 
and ninety-nine remained paupers. In England 
royalty, peers, and nobles hoard for themselvs the 
best part of everything, leaving the crumbs to the 
masses; in America the producers liv on husks, re- 
serving the substance for foreign markets. They. 
are educated to believe that their goods will fetch 
better prices elsewhere, but they do not know they 
will be used up in paying commissions. In this way 
the commission men become immensely rich, and form 
the aristocracy of America. The only difference be- 
tween the aristocracies of England and America is 
that one is tyrannizing and the other is beguiling. 
One reduces the masses to starvation, and the other 
to the rightly merited penury. This is the case as 
far as the distribution of national wealth is concerned. 
There are more than fifty per cent of speculators in 
America who do exchanging business on small and 
large scales as their liabilities go, whereas in England, 
where the population increases by leaps and bounds, 
their number is stationary and limited There is, 
however, one advantage that England has over 
America, and that is that all the English domineering 
spirits intrude themselvs as paupers upon every land, 
whereas the Americans dare not step out without 
money in their pockets. — 

The family system in America is English in tone 
and character; though, unlike the English, move- 
able and immovable property is equally divided 
among all children if there be no will made by 
parents. But in this country personality is so strong 
that almost every person has his will made, some- 
times before his birth, so that in case he is unborn 
his will does his business as if he were born and 
brought up. This will mania is a terror to all. 
Wives and children don’t know how their future des- 
tiny is going to be willed. The whole society is fixed 
in uncertainty as to the futureissue. They therefore 
feel no obligation to one another. Everybody has to 
look out for himself; there is unceasing struggle for 
life from highest to lowest ; parents desert their chil- 
dren, and vice versa. While one party is imprisoned 
for debt, another rolls in affluence. It is no shame 
to a son in good business to see his father locked up 
in jail. . There are many Senators and Congressmen 
whose aged brothers are in county-houses. Sons and 
daughters are in penitentiaries, while mothers are 
wedlocked to big swells, and engaged in whiling 
away their time in picnics, amusements, and enter- 
tainments. Endless troubles and evils confront an 
observer in studying their social and religious life, ` 
which, to him, appears to hav been rotten to the 
core. The remarriage of widows has converted in- 
numerable children into hoodlums, and filled towns 
and cities with lawless mobs. Introduction of mar- 
riage by choice and selection instead of by natural 
laws has driven many a man and woman to sadness 
and madness, nay, evento murder and suicide. Love 
is a misnomer. It is the estimated capital on which 
all lottery tickets are drawn. Such love only leads 
to divorces. People talk against polygamy, but the 
system of monogamy prevailing im America is the 
worst type of polygamy. | GoraAL VINAYAK JOSHEE. 

(To BE CONTINUED.) 


overflowing with wretched life teeming with misery 
still. Nihilists, Socialists, Communists, and Anarch- 
ists are daily rising in all directions. The pro- 
tection of property and maintenance of peace hangs 
on their annihilation. They are, therefore, perse- 
cuted and imprisoned. But the English government 
forgets that the peace of society depends upon 


equal distribution of nature's bounty and the safe 
enjoyment of their possessions. The administrators 
make light of the truth that it is dangerous not to 
keep within the bounds of moderation the desires of 
their hearts; it is sélf-destruetiv to cast a covetous 
eye on the goods of their neighbors when they ought 
to let whatever is theirs be sacred from their touch. 
Under such circumstances the masses would seem to 
be perfectly justified in destroying property that be- 
longs to but a few and spreading terror throughout 
the length and breadth-of the land. When.a nation 
becomes mighty by injustice, partiality, and corrup- 
tion, so by the law of compensation and a process of. 
the reverse character she will be the most insignifi- 
cant. If she rose by iniquity she must fall by 
righteousness, and that righteousness would be that 
every pauper in England should claim from his 
usurpers his equal share of the national property. 
Usurpers, as a rule, never yield to decisions arrived 
at by arbitration in recognizing individual rights, so 
that it would appear that all systems as they now 
exist should be swept away. As there is no obliga- 
tion binding parents to their children except that of 
personal pleasure, so children owe no duties to their 
parents. This lawless raising of families is the root 
of all social evils and the cause of Anarchy and Com- 
munism. + 


Now take, for instance, the case of many a married 
man. He marries for lust, and pleads love for its 
starting. He therefore does not wish an increase to 
his family, but the union of two results in a third 
guest, though unsought and uncalled for. Every- 


until his first cry heralds his arrival. In ninety-nine 
cases out of a hundred both parents are desirous 
that no offspring should be the result of their union. 
This state of affairs confirms me in my belief that 
children in Western nations are unwelcome guests of 
the family. There is no filial bond between them. 
What do children, therefore, learn from parents? 
Nothing but sensuality and disrespect for old age. 
English society recognizes two factors or pillars on 
which the whole constitution rests, namely, husband 
and wife. When I was young I was often told by 
old people that there was but one pair of lions created 
by God on earth. “They giv birth to two cubs, male 
and female, and are immediately found dead. This 
may not be true of lions, as we find them in large num- 
bers in Africa. But it istrue of English people. The 
parents do not die in the true sense of the word, but 
are deserted and their existence ignored when their 
children are united in matrimony. It is a miserable 
affair. No other people will do so. But the English 
wife ofte& exacts from her husband the deser.ion of 
his parents, not to speak of his grandparents, uncles, 
and aunts, brothers and sisters, that she may be the 
paramount ruler of his heart and soul. If he ever 
shows the least affection for his parents or expresses 
his desire to see them, she at once sues him for 
separation, saying: “ Why hav you married me? If 
you wanted to serve your parents you ought not to 
hav courted me. No man can serve two masters.” 


worse. Lust is substituted for love, secrecy and 
concealment allowed to brood over child-bearing; 
reluctance takes the place of willingness to welcome 
the unexpected guests, who then are brought up in 
sensuality and intense desires to separate from par- 
ents. Individuality is thus fostered at the sacrifice of 
universality. Man honorably deserts his parents and 
without remorse forsakes grandparents; he drives 
away his brothers and sisters. Why should he then 
care for his fellow-men? Hence in England parents 
sometimes liv in palaces and sons in degradation ; 
hence in England sons are members of Parliament 
and parents in obscurity ; hence in England brothers 
are managers of wealthy firms, and other brothers 
and sisters are rolling in slums in tattered clothes 
and with tottering frames ; hence in England boys 
and girls are spoilt for life by being forced into 
wretched self-support at the cost of morality. In this 
manner one person becomes rich, reducing nine to 
penury ; in this manner one person marries, and nine 
go wrong; in this manner one rules and nine become 
fools. In short, English society is rude, and there- 
fore givs rise to innumerable crudities. Ina country 
where the hight of wealth is too high, there the 
depth of poverty and degradation is too low. It is 
therefore indispensably necessary to shorten the 
hight of fortune in order to curtail the depth of 
misery. 

I shall presently turn to America and see if every 
thing is all right here. America is not like England 
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News and Notes. 


I do not think I could hav found a better place or 
more congenial friends amid which to close my cam- 
paign than at West Union, O. The Liberals there 
are but few in the midst of a very orthodox com- 
munity, but they keep up the battle gloriously, and 
there will be no such thing as failure at this point. 
I came to this quiet village—fourteen miles from 
the railroad—in the pleasant afternoon, and the 
first friends I met were Professor Stivors and Colonel 
Dan Eylar, and with them I enjoyed a delightful 
drive over this ancient land—for it was settled nearly 
a hundred years ago, and that makes anything ancient 
in this rushing new world. Before I came to West 
Union it had been announced with many a flourish 
of trumpets that a certain local preacher—and a 
brawny blacksmith too—was to meet me in debate, 
and overwhelm me with such dire confusion that 
in fifteen minutes I should leave the town as if an 
earthquake were at my heels. The first thing I did 
after my arrival in West Union was to call upon this 
formidable adversary. He wanted to see me, and, of 
course, I wanted to see him before entering upon this 
terrific combat. He came up smiling, and avowed 
that he wanted to giv me the grace of God. I told 
him I was perfectly ready for regeneration, and hoped 
to see him bright and early on Saturday morning for 
the intellectual strife, and I invited him to come to 
my evening lecture to get a few “ points." He prom- 
ised to do so, and he came and took a front seat, and 
listened, with about two hundred others, to my lect- 
ure on “ Universal Mental Liberty.” In the morning 
(Saturday) I went to Eylar's Grove, which was pret- 
tily decorated for the occasion, to meet this son of 
Vulcan, who was to deal me such vigorous blows. 
Alas! he had mysteriously disappeared. ` The grace 
of God, somehow, was wanting, and this preacher, 
who had boasted of such great things, incontinently 
took to his heels, and I hav not seen him since. I 
challenged the other clergymen of the county, but 
they kept a discreet silence. Not one of them dared 
to proclaim himself the champion of the Lord. We 
had good audiences, both at the grove meeting and 
at the court-house. I gave six lectures to very ap- 
preciativ people; and I was quite encouraged with 
all the signs of the times. So much interest was 
manifested that arrangements are already made for 
another Liberal camp-meeting next year, and I 
hav no doubt it will be a brilliant success, for the 
Liberals of this part of Ohio hav a way of doing 
things that compels the smiles of fortune. J. F. 
Beck is well known as an unflinching Freethinker. 
The orthodox hav just been making a fight about 
him here on the school question. Hei: one of the 
school teachers of the county, and has taught for 
several years. This year the orthodox party made a 
desperate attempt to prevent his receiving a certifi- 
cate, on the ground of his Infidelity, but the Liberal 
party, with such bold advocates as Professor Stivors, 
Colonel Eylar, and others made such a strong stand 
for justice that justice prevailed, and our friend 
Beck, in spite of his declared and uncompromising 
unbelief, wields the baton of the schoolmaster. This 
shows what splendid material we hav in this field for 
the future work of Liberalism. 

Professor Stivors is one of our ablest men. He is 
‘principal of the high school at West Union and ranks 
as one of the best teachers in the state. The church 
people can say nothing against his ability, and dare 
not make the issue with him on the question of Free- 
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thought. The professor is ready to face the music 
every time. He is perfectly fearless, and it is re- 
freshing to find one who is so sincere and frank. It 
is the same with Colonel Eylar. He has no conceal- 
ments. His Infidelity is a part of his maghood, and 
he can’t keep it to himself. He was born so, and 
nature wil out. I quite enjoyed the thorough nat- 
uralness of the man. He couldn’t believe in the 
supernatural if he should try. He wasn’t built that 
way. ce 

Mr. and Mrs. Newton Vance, of Wrightsville, are 
also Liberals of the generous and inspiring order. 
They work together, and Freethought is to them the 
brightest gospel. They hav a son, who has been 
stricken with paralysis, and is confined to his bed. 
However, his mind is eager, and every week "Tux 
TnurH Serxer is read to him from beginning to end, 
and he has the keenest interest in regard to intellect- 
ual affairs. At the home of the Vances is the big 
orchard that we are to hav the meeting in next sum- 
mer, and I anticipate a grand rally of our Ohio and 
| Kentucky friends where the golden fruits shall wel- 
come. 

Dr. Beamer, of Cynthiana, Ky., was present also, 
and it was a pleasure to meet so genial a gentleman, 
who came from such a distance to enjoy fraternal as- 
sociations. Where the doctor resides the community 
in general is orthodox, and the Liberal has a some- 
what lonely path to go. Still the light is breaking 
and our Southern friends find that their forces are 
multiplying. The doctor is heart and soul in the 
Freethought movement. He has been a careful 
student of its principles and defender of its plat- 
form. I was pleased also to meet Benjamin Black, 
who, amid the silence of nature, has been a student 
of its sublime reality. A farmer and a hard-working 
man, on to seventy years of age now, he is reckoned 
one of the best geologists in thestate. He has been 
a patient observer. He has also written a book on 
the origin of ideas, the Bible Jesus, etc., which is ex- 
ceedingly interesting. ' 

It will thus be seen that I had happy entertain- 
ment for my closing work. John J. Lockhart and 
family, John Baird and wife, Samuel Nesbit, S. E. 
Nesbit, Curtis Roush, F. M. Piatt, J. B. Thompson, 
James Gash, Gilbert Gash, Smith Grimes, Jacob Piatt, 
J.W. Anderson, J. Marlatt, Joe Trotter, Hainor Groner, 
G. A. Crawford, L. Bilue, K. Morris, and others con- 
„tributed to the cheer and success of the meeting. 
Such a vigorous campaign was quite exhilarating, and 
made my homeward journey rich with hope. 

Plunging into the mighty smoke of Cincinnati, I 
really thought I was in hades until I saw the pleas- 
ant face of my friend, Edgar C. Beall, and then I 
knew I was all right. No devils need apply. The 
"Brain" was ahead of the “Bible.” Philosophy 
and poetry triumphed, and two sparkling hours flew 
by; and then, in the luxurious sleeper, amid a world 
of dreams, onward to sunny morn and noon and 
glowing evening sky I whirled, and once more, after 
a seven months’ trip, I again saw the glorious Hud- 
son heaving with its thousand jewels beneath the 
glittering moon. The wondrous city stretched be- 
fore me with its million lights, and as my thoughts 
swayed with the rhythm of the majestic stream, it ap- 
peared like the ideal city of man’s ardent desire, 
where humanity - 


Shall be good and great and joyous, and beautiful and free. 


Memory and hope blend with shining joy; I can- 
not forget the many friends I hav met whose life is 
radiant with the spirit of liberty and progress. I 
hav realized more than ever the nobility of this 
world and the grandeur of what will be. How 
wor hy life becomes when it blends with universal 
truth. It may come and go like the waves of the 
sea, and death may sometime be a relief from the in- 
finit struggle, and the unattainable may smite the 
soul with a bitter pain—yet to know that there are joy 
and ‘glory and virtue and love in the universe of 
which we are a part ; that there are heroism, devotion, 
purity, and generosity in man and woman; that in 
aspiration, at least, we touch the highest conceiva- 
ble excellence—to realize this givs sweetness to 
every toil, and makes the very brevity of our work 
sublime. Better a splendid failure than poor suc- 
cess. Better effort, disappointment, disaster, and de- 
feat than that we should accept anything less than what 
our manhood demands—than that we should surren- 
der one particle of the bright ideal of truth and beauty. 
The future is ours, immeasurable in its possibilities. 
To feel that we hav done something to unfold these 
vast possibilities; that we hav made one ray to flash, 
one flower to bloom, that life is better, happier, more 
fruitful because we did our task even in tears and 
darkness—this will make the silence of the grave more 
beautiful to us than all the golden heavens of theol- 
ogy. It is not what the future givs to us, but what 
we giv to the future, that constitutes the glory of 
our work. i 

I think there is a nobler companionship among 
Liberals to-day than ever before. I look forward to 
the Congress in November for a great advance in the 
direction of unity. I believe we shall hay an impulse, 
an enthusiasm, and combination of forces new and 


than the Empire City, with its grand cosmopolitan 
life, for larger plans and wider action. I hope that 
special efforts will be made by friends to come to 
this Congress. Almost everybody sometime wants 
to visit New York. Now is the occasion for Liberals 
to do this—to hear our speakers, and help by their 
presence the successful presentation of our cause ` 
and at the same time enjoy the treasures of this 
brilliant metropolis, so varied and attractiv, a world 
of marvelous progress. There can be no better field 
to gather inspirations for a great work. There will 
be a galaxy of representativ speakers, and the Free- 
thought movement will be nobly interpreted. Mr. 
L. K. Washburn, of New England and the Boston 
Investigator, wil be present; also John E. Rems- 
burg, of Kansas; J. H. Burnham, of Michigan; E. A. 
Stevens, of Chicago; C. B. Reynolds, and Mrs. Rey- 
nolds, of New York; T. B. Wakeman, Helen H. Gar- 
dener, Charles Watts, etc. As soon as it is certainly 
known upon whom we can depend besides these, the _ 
program will be published. So far as oratory is 
concerned, we shall not lack. We want a represent- 
ativ audience of a thousand from all parts of the 
country to listen to these important addresses, The _ 
prospects are bright -for an eventful gathering—for 
good fellowship, harmonious counsel, and invigorat- 
ing speech. SawuzL P. Putnam. : 
New York, Oct. 9, 1886. l 


She 
Canadiay Notes. 


Last month was notable for an unusual number of 
conventions held in Toronto and other parts of Can- 
ada. : 

First, of course, comes the Canadian Freethought 
convention, of which the readers of Tax TRUTH SEEKER 
hav already had a brief account. ‘Then we hav had a 
convention of dentists; another of photographers ; 
now one of the American Health Association; also 
the convention of Canadian undertakers, who hav 
joined his holiness the pope and the Rev. Dr. Potts 
in denouncing the sacrilegious idea of cremation. 

Then we hav had the convention of the Canadian 
Temperance Alliance, some of the members of which 
were more intemperate in their language than the 
people they are trying to reach are in their appetites. 

And last, though perhaps not least, were the two 
great religious conventions, that of the Provincial 
Anglican synod, held in Montreal, and the quadren- 
nial convention of Canadian Methodists in Toronto. 
The movements of both these bodies are fraught 
with meaning to the Secularists and_ Liberals of this 


priest-ridden country. At both meetings the notes - 


of alarm were sounded. "The spread of Agnosticism 
and Infidelity was mournfully taken note of, and 
measures passed calculated to stem the rising tide. 

At both meetings resolutions were passed in favor 
of the unity of all Christian sects and creeds, those . 
passed at the Anglican synod in Montreal including 
even the Roman Catholic church. . 

It is nob probable, considering the obstacles in the 
way, such as the doctrins of papal infallibility, apos- . 
tolic succession, etc., that this idea of Christian unity 
will ever amount to much; but when the common 
enemy even talk of uniting, Freethinkers, and Lib- 
erals generally who are observant of the signs of the 
times, will understand why they wish to unite, and | 
should act accordingly. 

I don’t wish to be considered an alarmist. The 

world of to-day—that is, the world of intellect—has 
passed through its age of credulity, and is now in the 
noonday of an age of inquiry, with the age of reason 
close at hand, and there is little cause to fear that 
secular or political power will ever again fall into the 
hands of the synods, sessions, or popes of supersti- 
tion; yet, knowing the blighting influence which 
they hav exercised in the past, and what they would 
do again if they had the power, and knowing also 
how a combination of untoward circumstances might 
indefinitly postpone the day of universal mental free- 
dom which all true Secularists are hoping and work- 
ing for, it becomes us—particularly in Canada, where 
the forces of superstition never were stronger—to 
waive all minor differences of opinion and methods 
of procedure, and to form a union throughout all 
Canada for mutual defense and support. 
"The necessity for such a union was never more 
urgent than at present. From nearly every pulpit in 
the country come insulting references to and wilful 
misrepresentations of Secular principles, while the 
alleged religious press teems with calumny and 
abuse. 

I hav before me two of these religious papers; one 
is the Zrish Canadian, the Roman Catholic “organ” 
in and around Toronto, and the other the Dominion 
Churchman, the organ of the Church of England in 
Canada. . 

In the former is published a letter from the noto- 
rious Rev. Father Lambert (copied from the Brook- 
lyn Examiner), being a reply to an invitation sent 
him by Mr. Reynolds to attend the late New York 
Freethought Convention, in which he givs a mali- 
cious rehash of some of the stereotyped lies of 
orthodoxy, particularly the lie which makes Free- 
thought responsible for the excesses of the French 


powerful. There can be no more favorable place | Revolution—a lie which has been a thousand times re- 
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futed, but which, after the wear and tear of a hun- 


. dred years, still comes up a trump card every time. 


In the latter is an article entitled, ^ Fruit from 
the Tree of Secular Knowledge," in which the writer, 


. speaking of the disgrace which has lately fallen upon 


Sir Charles Dilke, tries to make it appear that the so- 


‘cial and moral ruin here involved is the direct out- 


come of Secular teaching, and “that the divorce of 
religion from education is a device of the devil, and 
that the coarsest immorality finds no restraint in Sec- 


.. ular education,” etc. .. `. 


This is another reason why the Secularists of Can- 
ada should unite. Let us, then, organize to work in 
unity with the American Secular Union, and with the 
object of starting, as soon as possible, a Canadian 


. Freethought journal wherein the deviltry of such 


-© Liberalism, she likes it-better than the old faiths, She | 


by the wagon-load pass by me to the station. 


root of evil? 


statements as these could be exposed, and where for 
one very doubtful Oliver, as in the case of Sir Charles 
Dilke above quoted, we could giv them a thousand 
Rolands among the English aristocracy and in their 
own ranks. "N 

In reply to several communications from friends in 
the country, some of whom hav expressed a desire to 
join such an organization as above suggested, I may 


_ say that the central committee will, in accordance with 
'resolutions passed at the late Secular convention in 


Toronto, frame an appeal setting forth the aims and 
objects of the proposed union, a copy of which they 
will receive as soon as it is ready for circulation. 
Our old friend, Burnham, left us some two weeks 
ago, after having delivered three of the most scien- 
tific and instructiv lectures we hav ever had in this 
city. His last one, entitled, “Fictitious and Intrinsic 
Values,” is a gem, arid worth going a long way to 
hear. ' 
We hope to be able to hav him with us again before 
the season closes. In the mean time we are trying to 
paddle our own canoe for a few weeks with local 
talent. KANUCE. 
Toronto, Oct. 9, 1886. 


—— — 9 4————————— 


Away Qut West. 


For Scenery that wil wear, giv me my Minnesota. 
There is a lofty look about :the Rockies very inspir- 
ing, but for beauty of outline and picturesqueness the 
four-hundred-feet bluffs around the shores of Lake 
Pepin surpass all I hav seen here. 

Yet, it must be confessed that Montana is a won- 
derland. Butte City is the. richest mining-camp in 
the world. In 1864 (twelve years ago) there was not 
one house here. Now there is a city of nearly 
twenty-five thousand, elegant buildings, electric 
lights, and the whirr and buzz of a young Chicago. 
It is situated in Silver Bow county. It 48 built on 
silver hills, intermixed with gold and copper. To get 
these metals involves immense labor. Silver A 

ill- 
ions of dollars’ worth of copper, silver, and gold are 
shipped every year. Indeed, a single mine sends 
away millions every year. All around us are scat- 


‘tered mining-shafts, on the mountain side, in the 


vales. Day and night the fires of the smelters are 
going. The air is thick with smoke, carbonic acid 
gas, and the fumes of copper, and arsenic, too. It is 
not surprising that the ladies generally hav a bleached 
look in their complexions. 

One mine was sold for $3,000,000 which was pur- 
chased by the discoverer for a bob-tailed sorrel horse. 

I could fill a dozen pages with interesting facts of 
mining history—yea, verily, a whole TRUTH SEEKER 
full for a month. You hav not the space to print 
nor I the time to write what I hav seen and heard 
since I came to Butte. This is not so large a story 
as John tells in the last verse of his gospel. 
. Here is this city, built among the mountains, born 
in a day, so to speak, in obedience to man’s unslaked 
thirst for gold and silver. Is the love of money the 
Here, then, are thousands of root-dig- 
gers. This city throbs with life begotten of this love. 
The mass of the population hav but two gods left, 
whom they faithfully worship—silver and supersti- 
tion. Yet I was cordially received by good congre- 
gations. Dr. O. B. Whitford has never quailed in 
presence of the church power of Montana. He has 
suffered persecution for his freedom of speech. A 
late form is from the Masonic brethren, who ought to 
hav stood by him in his battle for intellectual free- 
dom. But that beneficent order is infested by Chris- 
tian bigots, who insist that liberty and Freemasonry 
are incompatible. _The doctor has prepared a reply 
to the charges preferred against him. He has turned 
their own weapons against themselvs. His argu- 
ments will be read with the deepest interest by all 
classes, and especially by Masons. His masterly bro- 
chure will be read around the wide world. i 

At this pointin my letter I moved seventy miles south 
to Dillon, where I am announced for three lectures. 
In Butte I was enjoying the hospitalities of Mr. and 
Mrs. E. N. Dunckle. Mr. Dunckle is young in Liber- 
alism and full of energy. Iam greatly indébted to him 
and his kind and cultured wife for a highly enjoy- 
able visit of several days. Mrs. Dunckle is a member 
of the church, but she was never superstitious or big- 
oted. I judge that, as she becomes acquainted with 


is an excellent artist. With this letter I send you 
Mr. Dunckle’s subscription to Toe TRUTH SEEKER one 
year. : 

Mrs. Dr. Whitford is in hearty accord with her 
husband in his Freethought principles, albeit she is 
far more amiable in expressing her views, but as de- 
cided. When the church charges that our teachings 
render woman less refined, less womanly, I need 
only point to many such as she for a refutation. 

The lectures by Brother Putnam and myself hav 
stirred the church. ` Since the announcements of our 
meetings the past two weeks we hav had some oppo- 
sition meetings. A Mr. John B. Knight last Sunday 
evening gave an address on “Ingersollism Exposed." 
The Daily Miner reports him as saying: “Instead 
of the various crimes laid to the door of Christianity 
they should be put on the shoulders of Freethinkers, 
who, instead of building up the moral character of 
the people, were every ready to tear it down.” The 


Daily Miner further stated that “he mentioned the 


Communists of Paris, the Anarchists of Chicago, who 
were all, without one exception, members of the 
Freethought party,-and ready at the command of 
their leaders to commit any crime which their de- 
praved moral nature gave them the courage to per- 
form. The leaders. were ever ready to talk of the 
moral elevation of the people, but had miserably 
failed in every attempt to put it into practice." 

It is difficult to determin which is greater in the 
Christian kingdom, the ignorance of such a speaker 
or the credulity of the dupes who believed him. 
They dare not risk their cause in publie debate. We 
hav challenged them to make good their claims to all 
the virtue in the world. "We hav offered them the 
free use of our platform to oppose our. principles and 
advocate their own. The preachers are as dumb as the 
tombstones in a “ Christian" graveyard, else go and 
hire another hall for their one-sided Christian talk. 

My old opponent, Rev. Jacob Ditzler, D.D., gave 
an address on the previous Sunday evening. He 
promised to meet me in debate in Butte. I hope we 
can hav the debate. Dr. Whitford says the Opera 
House will not hold the people who will want to 
hear it. 

Mr. Bliven, of Dillon, invited me to his luxurious 

home. He and his excellent wife are making the life 
of the writer as full of joy as he can hold. I will hav 
more to say in mynext. I fear I am trespassing on 
your cdlumns, so I must reserve my criticism of the 
Catholic priest’s sermon on the foundations of the 
church. We hav agitated our Christian friends. 
/ As the preachers say, One word more and I am 
done. Our activ missionary, Brother Putnam, has 
done a grand work wherever he has gone through 
this glorious Western land. He is the right man in 
the right place. The Secular Congress will be wise 
to reélect him. W. F. JAMIESON. 

Butte, M. T. 

—eo —-— 
Pennsylvania Secular Union. 


The officers of this association and delegates from 
local societies met at’ Maltby Hall, 76 Fifth avenue, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., at 10 a.m., on Sunday, Sept. 19, z.w. 
286. The meeting was called to order by President 
Seymour, who stated the aims and objects of the 
organization, and made an appeal for moral encour- 
agement and substantial aid in carrying on the prop- 
aganda. i l 

The secretary stated that the time for regular elec- 
tion of officers had arrived, whereupon an election 
was held. The following is the list of officers as 
elected: President, Prof. Wm. Seymour, Philadel- 
phia; vice-presidents, Geo. Thorn, Clearfield, Pa.; 
F. A. Pierce, Pittsburgh, Pa.; J. W. Shaw, Philadel- 
phia, Pa; secretary, Henry Hoover, Pittsburgh, 
Pa.; treasurer, Roman Staley, Pittsburgh, Pa. Ex- 
ecutiv Committee, Roman Staley, Pittsburgh, Pa.; 
George Starkey, Scranton, Pa; W. E. Baker, Taren- 
tune, Pa.; George Thorn, Clearfield, Pa.; A. Cuthbert, 
Butler, Pa. Finance’ Committee, G. W. Baldwin, 


Bacon, Pittsburgh, Pa.; D. M. Miller, Etna. 

At 3 r.m. the meeting was called to order by Mr. 
Roman Staley, and Secretary Hoover made a short 
address on “Secular Work.” 

Professor Seymour spoke at length upon the theme, 
** What does Secularism Offer in the Place of Chris- 
tianity?” l 

The address was a masterly one, and gave univer- 
sal satisfaction, as the applause of two hundred per- 
sons present testified. He was followed by Mr. Jas. 
E. Emerson, of Beaver Falls, Pa., who took for his 
subject, “ Why I Left the Church.” Mr. Emerson 
seemed to hav lost none of his old-time vigor, and 
did not fail to amuse and instruct his audience. 

The Convention, although not as largely attended 
as could hav been desired, was permeated with an 
enthusiasm that augurs well for the future useful- 
ness of the organization. 

The president and secretary, Messrs. Seymour and 
Hoover, desire engagements to lecture in all parts of 
the state. The presidents address is “ Prof. Wm. 
Seymour, 1610 S. 18th street, Philadelphia, Pa.,” and 
that of the secretary is "Harry Hoover, 86 Diamond 
street, Pittsburgh, Pa,” 


gation. 


Linesville, Pa.; Simeon Nixon, Butler, Pa; Frank | 
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Watts and the Grand Rapids Ministers. 
Mr. Watts's recent lectures in Grand Rapids ap- 


pear to hav created quite an excitement among the 


clergy of the town. While the ministers attended 


his lectures, none of them would cross swords with 
him upon the platform. The Rev. Mr. Brooks, how- 
ever, preached a special sermon from his pulpit 
aimed directly at : 
reported in the local paper. 
Watts at once sent the reverend gentleman the fol- 
lowing “open letter" through the press: : 


Watts. This sermon was 


On reading it, Mr. 


To TuE Rev. E. H. Brooxs, Rev. Sir: I hav read in the 
Telegram-Herald the report of your sermon, entitled, “After 


the Infidel has Spoken—What Then ?” given in your church 
yesterday morning. I discover therein so many indications 
on your part of misapprehensions and misrepresentations 
(unintentional, no doubt) that I hereby respectfully invite 
you toa public discussion upon the issues raised in your 
Sermon. 


"These appear to me to be, (1) the origin and nature 
of the Christian religion, (2) the morality and value of the 


Bible, (3) the truth and utility of Secularism or ‘ Infidelity,” 
as you term it. 


Iam prepared to affirm that Christianity is 
of human origin and inadequate to meet tlie present needs of 


mankind; that the Bible is nothing more than a human pro- 


duction and defectiv as a moral guide, and that Secularism 


is superior to Christianity as a practical guide in every day 
life. : 


My object in thus inviting you to'a calm and gentlemanly 
debate is to hav an opportunity to correct the many errors 
contained in your sermon, to allow the public to hav an op- 


portunity of knowing the facts, with reference to the points 
at issue, and to vindicate Secular philosophy from the mis- 
representations with which you hav surrounded it. 
you will not hesitate to endeavor to prove in open discussion 


I trust 


the extraordinary assertion you made before your congre- 
If you think you hav truth upon your side you 
Should hav no fear as to the result of any honest investiga- 
tion. Yours with a desire to arrive at the truth, 
CHARLES WATTS, 
First Vice-President American Secular Union. 

P.S.—This invitation is open to any one or for all of the 
Christian ministers of Grand Rapids. Any reply sent to the 
papers openly or to Mr. D. A. Blodgett, will reach me, and 
shall hav my immediate attention. C. W. 

The subjoined is the Rev. Mr. Brooks's reply: 

To Mr. Cuartes Warrs, Dear Sir: Your open letter, 
inviting meto debate with you, calls for at least a brief reply. 
It greatly surprises and amuses me to think that one of Eng- 
land's champions of ‘‘ Secularism” should take any notice 
whatever of an obscure Baptist minister on the West Side of 
Grand Rapids. If it were in my power to act successfully 
the part of a controversialist, my views of such a method of 
arriving at the truth would prevent me from engaging in the 
discussion. Among other reasons for not taking this course, 
one appears in tle words of Dr. Isaac Watts, of worldwide 
renown for scholarship and Christian piety, who said that 
“ disputation carries away the mind from that calm and se- 
date temper which is so necessary to contemplate truth." 
From the frequent assertions of unbelief, as well as from 
your own, I was led without the spirit of controversy to ad- 
dress the young and others of my charge on those proposi- 
tions which I Relieve will stand tothe end of time. Your 
eloquence pleased me and your gifts appear worthy of a bet- 
ter cause than you espouse. May the time come when you 
and all other opposers of Christianity will be converted to 
the Lord Jesus Christ is my sincere prayer. ‘‘ Wherefore do 
ye spend money for that which is not bread and your labor 
for that which satisfies not?” ‘‘ Come unto me and I will 
giv you rest.” In the kindest feeling, I deem it best to de- 
cline your invitation. Respectfully yours, 

E. H. Brooks. 

Subsequently, at a meeting of the Pastors’ Union, 
it was unanimously voted to take no notice of Mr. 
Watts's lectures, and not to appear in debate with 
him. Brave ministers! heroic defenders of the gos- 
pel! paid to preach week after week that which they 
are incapable of defending in open debate! Truly, 
orthodoxy is a religion of blind faith and not of rea- 
sonable examination. 

ee À—  ——— 


A Suggestion for Mr. Reynolds. 


The apocryphal 1 and 2 Esdras are properly 3 and 
4 Esdras. 

The Douay (Catholic) Bible has 1 and 2 Esdras, 
which are the Protestants' Ezra and Nehemiah. 

The quotation you make is properly from 4 Esdras, 
xiv, 21, 22, which is not in the Catholic canon. 

See particulars in “Revelations of Antichrist,” 
chap. xvi, * Old Testament Apocrypha.” ANTIC. 


er 
Let Both Sides Be Heard. 


To rae Eprror or Tug Trura Seeker, Sir: Please 
say to your readers, and to the Liberals of the United 
States, that the press dispatches in regard to the 
arrest of E. C. Walker and Lillian Harman were 
grossly if not maliciously false in many important 
particulars, and that all who care to know the real 
facts in the case can get them by addressing, 

Valley Falls, Kan. M. Harman. 


————— 9-$-9—— — ———— 


A Good Man Nominated in Massachusetts. 


Mr. Eprror: On returning from the benighted 
Down East, whose darkness no ray from Tae Troura 
SEEKER seems to hav yet penetrated, I rejoice to 
find one of the noblest champions of taxing churches 
and enfranchising Atheists and Agnostics nominated 
for governor of Massachusetts. His ability is uni- 
versally honored, as is his disinterestedness, and his 
political career has been equally remarkable for inde- 
pendence and success. No one is so worthy to take 
the place once filled by his father, our first Governor 
Andrew. F. M. Horraxn. 

Concord, Mass, 
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Curiosity Satisfied. 


Wataca Orry, Ioano TER., Sept. 7, 1886. 
. Mz. Evrror, Dear Sir: On page 514 of Tung TRUTH SEEKER 
- for Aug. 14, 1886, is an article, ‘Facts About the New 
Testament.” 

1. Will Mr. John Péck please account for the presence of 
these ‘“ gospels?” Telling us that “they exist” is not 
accounting for them, neither is telling us that ‘‘men were 

: superstitious in those days.” There hav been many con- 
flicting accounts of the great Chicago fire; still, it was a fire 
all the same and made considerable smoke. 

There were many conflicting accounts of Blaine’s defeat, 

` yet he was defeated. What we want as Freethinkers is a 
cause for this péculiar craze which took possession of the 
people at that time. 

2. Will he please construct an argument to overthrow 
Esop’s fables and Mother Goose’s nursery rhymes and 
stories ? n : 

8. It would also be well to construct an argument to over- 
throw ancient mythology and astrology. 

4. Please explain why these Christians are printing the 
Bible, which ‘‘rests upon forgeries, frauds, and lies," at the 
rate of five million copies a year, and in over two hundred 
and fifty different languages; and that work grown up in 
this, the most enlightened century in the world's existence, 
and by the two nations that more than all others influence 
the world's progress. 

If there was a little superstition eighteen hundred years 
ago, there must be a great deal more now, for there are more 
Bibles now than ever before, and as much preaching as ever 
before. Answers to the above will oblige : 

A TRUTH SEEKER. 


AN OPEN LETTER TO “A TRUTH SEEKER.” ; 

My Dear Sir: You hav taken a deal of pains to 
let us know from your far-off Western home the size 
of the hat you wear. 

It is interesting sometimes, when a man is half 
drunk and wants to inveigh against the temperance 
ea to hear him tell what a good temperance man 

e 18. ; 

You are not only a “truth seeker," but a “ Free- 
thinker,” yet you seem to be very much exercised 
when the veracity and authenticity of “these gos- 
pels” are assailed. 

There are thousands of just such Freethinkers in 
the Catholic church—free to think as ecclesiastics 
may direct; free to think that the fall and the plan 
of redemption, the immaculate conception, the resur- 
rection, the ascension, and all the miracles of the 
New Testament rest upon the bed-rock of truth, just 
as much as the demonstrations of Euclid. But such 
“Fréethinkers” are never free to doubt. 

Your kind of freedom allows you to believe that a 
man may be brought to life after he has been dead 
four days and *'stinketh," and that a man may hav a 
devil in him like the man mentioned in the book of 
Mark—so powerful that no chains could bind him. 

Now, a genuin “ Freethinker” and an earnest truth 
seeker would no more be engaged in defending such 
nonsense than he would be in defending the stories 
in Baron Munchausen. 

A “ Freethinker ” will never be imposed upon by 


the impossible. He will free himself from the super-: 


natural and the miraculous at a single bound. 

-Who clothed you with the power to voice the 
wants not only of “Freethinkers” like Putnam, 
Palmer, and Ingersoll, but of all the “ Freethinkers ” 
in the world? “ What we want as Freethinkers” is 
more thoroughly honest men who will not turn “ pig 
or puppy” as the occasion may require. 

A “Freethinker” and a “truth seeker" trying to 
uphold any system of supernatural religion renders 
himself an object of contempt and ridicule. 

I knew a minister who could not talk ten minutes 
without railing against Infidels and Infidel litera- 
ture, and all the time taking Taz Troura SEEKER on 
the sly. You would be more consistently engaged 
if passing the contribution-box in his church than 
trying to pass yourself off as a Freethinker and a truth 
seeker. 

You ask me to “account for the presence of these 
gospels.” Now, I will play Yankee and ask you to 
‘ account for the * Book of Mormon.” “There hav 
been many conflicting accounts” of it, but here it is, 
and there is no “smoke” about it either. 

“The Book of Mormon” originated in my own 


county, and I hav been to “Mormon Hill,” where |: 


“ these [Mormon] gospels” were dug up, and I hav 
in my possession the affidavits of more than a dozen 
men who, upon their solemn oaths, swore that they 
had “seen and hefted" the original plates from which 
the Book of Mormon was taken. Now, if you will giv 
as good a showing for the truth and verity of “these 
gospels” of the New Testament, you may “sleep on 
the fore side.” 

It is a little over fifty years since the “Book of 
Mormon” was published, and there are more Mor- 
mons to-day than there were Christians fifty years 
after the time that Christ began to preach, according 
to the account. f 

Now, if you will “giv a cause for the peculiar 
craze” that took possession “of the Mormons” and 
the “ people” of Ontario county “at that time,” I will 
agree to giv the cause of the craze that originated 
“ these gospels.” . ; 
f Moreover, there was a “peculiar craze” that orig- 
inated the Koran and more than a dozen other so- 
called sacred books. No end to these “peculiar 
crazes. 


What two nations more than all others influence| There are two classes of men which I heartily 


the world’s progress has not yet been decided. Eng 
land, France, Germany, and the United States might 
each claim that it was doing the most to “influence 
the world’s progress.” 

But it should be borne in mind that the influence 
which affects “the world’s progress” may retard as 
well as accelerate. It would require no great effort to 
show that “these gospels” which you are so much 
concerned about retarded “the world’s progress” 
for more than a thousand years, and are retarding it 
to-day. 

The idea which you doubtless wish to convey is 
that “these two nations,” whichever they may be, 
owe their “progress” to the Christian religion. I 
affirm that they owe their “progress” to Infidelity. 
For in the most progressiv nations will be found the 
most Infidelity. 

If Christianity has the power of starting nations 
on the high-road to “progress,” how does it happen 
that Germany, which has the grandest institutions of 
learning of any nation on the globe, stands so far 
above Spain, Portugal, and Russia? There are no 
people more loose in regard to Christian require- 
ments than the Germans, while these other nations 
just mentioned are intensely Christian. Germany 
does more brain work, and more to influence the 
“world’s progress,” than the other three nations com- 
bined. : 

If Christianity is the great factor in a nation’s 
progress, why did Europe stand still for more than 
ten centuries while it was under the strict control of 
Christian rulers? 

Was the Inquisition an engin of progress? It was 
certainly a Christian institution. Did it add to the 
world’s progress to oppose the art of. printing, and 
exercise a censorship over all books printed? Chris- 
tianity did this for more than a hundred years. In- 
deed, it has not left off the nefarious business yet. 
The Christian bull-dog, Comstock, is still its paid 

ent. 

Did it help on the world’s progress to contend for 
a flat earth, and oppose the Copernican theory, and 
imprison Galileo and burn Bruno? Did the Chris- 
tian wars in which millions of human lives were sac- 
rificed “influence the world’s progress” for good? 
Was it a happy period in the world’s history when 
not one person in twenty in Europe could either read 
or write? when thousands were being put to death 
for the unmeaning crime of witchcraft? when tens of 
thousands were put to the rack and otherwise 
tortured for opinion’s sake? That was the proudest 
period in the history of Christianity, for it had every- 
thing its own way. 

No, no; it will not do to attribute a nation’s prog- 
ress to the influence of Christianity any more than 
to blue umbrellas. 

Colonel Ingersoll said that “the earth was better 
fitted for fish culture than man culture.” There is 
only a narrow belt which produces first-class men. 
On each side of this belt the soil, climate; and envi- 
ronments are such as to forbid the production of 
men and women who will be much interested in “the 
world’s progress.” 

Where the climate is sultry, and the soil, without 
much cultivation, will yield nearly enough to satisfy 
man’s natural wants, there is no system of religion 
which can make the people thoroughly enterprising. 
On the other hand, where the climate is rigorous and 
soil steril, and all the time is required to obtain even 
the necessities of life, not all the “gospels” ever 
written can lash the people to keep pace with those 
situated between these extremes. 

To attribute these differences to any system of re- 
ligion would be just as silly as to attribute them to 
the “presence” or absence of blue umbrellas. 

You say there are five millions of Bibles printed 
every year, and you adduce this fact as evidence that 
the Bible does not rest upon “forgeries, frauds, and 
lies.” I suppose if there were six millions or ten 
millions of Bibles printed, instead of five millions, 
there would remain not a doubt in regard to the 
matter. : 

If this is a cogent argument, then the truth of the 
Mormon religion will depend on the number of cop- 
ies of the “Book of Mormon” which they hav 
printed. Of course, it must follow that the truth of 
any system of religion will depend upon the number 
of sacred books (or Bibles) which its followers may 
publish. 

Your last paragraph is to the effect that if the 
Christian religion originated in superstition, there 
must be a great deal more now, because there are a 
great many more Bibles printed, and much more 
preaching. Therefore the last vestige of supersti- 
tion can be eliminated from any system of religion if 
the adherents of that religion only publish so-called 
sacred books enough, and send out a sufficient num- 
ber of ministers. ; ; 

You ask me to construct an argument to overthrow 
“ Mother Goose’s Nursery Rhymes and Stories.” 

I hav wrestled with some abstruse questions in as- 
tronomy in years gone by, but this is too deep for me 
—it makes me feel my littleness. The part is too 
id I throw up the sponge—“ Enough, take him 
[o m > 
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| despise. One is a class of men who hav outgrown 
the superstition of the Christian religion, and still 
claim to be Christian. The other is a class who are- 
still entangled in the meshes of superstition,- and 
make a pretense of being Liberal. ; 

I hav seen letters and articles in Tas Trura SEEKER ` 
and other Liberal papers signed “ Liberal,” or “ Free- ` 
thinker,” or * Truth Seeker," which betrayed a big- 
otry and superstition befitting the lowest Catholic. 

T hav no respect for the man who has “ Free- 
thinker” inscribed on his banner, and enters the 
arena in defense of the Christian superstition. 

‘God knows I’m not the man I should be, 2 fy 
Nor even yet the man I could be, 
But still I rather ten times would be 
An Atheist clean 
Than under gospel colors hid be, 
Just for a screen. 

Such men are hidebound and troubled with a 
shrinkage of the heart, and liable to die of “ dry rot.” 
They want bleeding and roweling and turning out in 
the green pastures of Freethought. 

My advice to you is to read Paine and Waite and . 
Ingersoll and other Freethought writers, and post . 
up. Put away your bigotry and superstition, sub- . 
scribe for Tuz Trura Srexer, and never pretend to 
be what you are not. Jonn Prox. 

ad E 


Editorial Rights and Duties. 


If I understand the vocation of an editor who con-. 
ducts a publie journal in a free country such as ours, 
it is like that of the ancient watchman on the walls of 
fortified cities whose responsible office was to observe 
the movements of the besieging army without, and. 
notify those within of the signs of approaching 
danger. 
out; all his. obligations of honor and duty were to 
those within the walls who had intrusted their inter- 
ests, for the time being, to his safe-keeping. f 

The press in this country, political and otherwise, 
professes to be devoted, generally and specifically, to 
the public good, in one or,other of its various forms. 
This being the ruling motiv, it was in former times 
deservedly regarded as the safeguard of the people's 
rights and interests, sounding the alarm whenever 
there was any appearance of encroachment upon 
them. ‘The framers of the government, knowing that 
it was the nature of. power and wealth to trample 
upon the weak, provided that there should be frequent 
elections of the law-making functionaries so that any. 
attempts upon the people’s interests could be nipped 
inthe bud. ` se 

But in our day-the besieging enemy has bribed the 


watchmen on the walls, and they hav opened the ` 


gates and allowed him to enter in. In other words, — 
the press of the country, like almost every other 
power, has become insane with the love of money, 
and has sold out to the capitalist; and we are eye- 
witnesses to the humiliating fact that in a govern- 
ment founded by and for the people, the masses who, 
by their labor, create all the wealth, are becoming 
poorer, and the rich richer. As a general rule, with 
some noble exceptions, the press, like the lawyers as 
a class, has become a mere .strumpet, selling its 
favors to rich corporations and receiving money in ~ 
return. Not only influential papers in the great 
centers of population are subsidized to capital, but 
the county papers, with their editors, hay been 
bought up, so that the people who used to look to 
them for knowledge see no discussions of the ques- 
tions so deeply affecting their interests, and are mis- 
led at the polls by party politicians. : 
The distinction of the radical, or Freethought, 
press is that, not being limited by geographical lines, 
and not belonging to the money power, it takes the 
highest moral ground, and discusses all subjects that 
concern the welfare of humanity, not only in this 
country, but the world over, advocating truth, justice, 
and right, at all times, under all circumstances, and 
at all hazards. As the two requisits of a man who 
occupied the responsible position of a watchman on ' 
the walls of a beleaguered city were, first, that he hav 
good eyesight to see, and secondly, that he hav fidel- 
ity of character, so the editor of a Freethought jour- 
nal should be a man who takes a large view of things; 
and who, impartially studying the causes, foresees ` 
the effects of them. Mounted on the walls, of course, 
he is expected to see farther than those who are in- 
side, and whose vision must necessarily be limited. ` 
Besides the qualification of intelligence and foresight, 
such an editor must hav a heart loyal to the cause he 
professes to advocate. He must not be turned aside, 
from the pursuit of his object, or be goaded into a 
compromise of the truth at any crisis, by, short- 
sighted friends who criticise his judgments. Such 
friends hav a right to criticise, and he is glad of any 
light they can shed on the path of his duty. But if 
he is fit for the place, he must go, after all, by his 
own convictions, or resign it to the occupancy of 
some one else. In times of panic, when men’s minds 
are generally confused, and when he is liable to be 
misunderstood, even by his friends and co-laborers, 
he must still remain firm. And his only consolation 
in such circumstances is the mens conscia recti—a 
mind conscious of rectitude—and the strong faith 
that the truth will triumph in the end. The mag- 


A watchman owed no duties to those with- . 
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.netie needle which points to the north is not the em- 
|. ^blem of editorial fidelity to the cause of humanity in 
. the great struggle now going on against superstition 
. in the church and injustice in the state; for in certain 
localities it varies. The Polar staris the true em- 
. blem. It keeps its place in the heavens, and shines 
brightly at night, although the intervening clouds of 
a storm may eclipse it fora time. Free thought on 
., all subjects of human interest whatever, and the free 
; expression of those thoughts by lips and pen, are the 
foundation principles of the Radical movement, 
which must be preserved intact, and constantly en- 
forced in the columns of its press. In times of ex- 
citement and doubt every subscriber ought to feel, 
when he opens his paper, that he is about to scan 
the words of a capable and honest man, who cannot 
- be tempted to yield one jot or'tittle of his principlés 
to the clamors of. the multitude. ‘Such was the con- 
fidence which the readers had in the Boston Liber- 
ator and the New York Tribune forty years ago, 
` when Garrison conducted the one and Horace Greeley 
‘the other. And such ought to be the confidence 
which the readers of our Freethought journals repose. 
' in the ability, courage, and fidelity of the men who 
conduct them. 
: This train of thought was suggested to my mind 
by Mr. Ray's- letter in Tug TavurH SExExzn of a late 
' date, expressing fear that the editor might be tend- 
ing in his influence toward “Anarchy”—a term 
which, in its etymology and in the common compre- 
hension, means no government, but every man being 
a law into himself and doing what he pleased. The 
fear is based upon the fact that Tux Truru SEEKER, 
. while vigorously opposing the Anarchy notion itself, 
“has defended the right of the wildest Anarchist to 
. express his opinions. This, as an advocate of free 
` Speech, it was bound by its principles to do. There 
can be no compromise between the two extremes of 
' free speech and despotism. 
^ "I hav been for a long time, on principle, an advo- 
cate of woman suffrage; yet I hav no doubt that if 
the women voted it would not be a year before they 
"would, under the influence of the clergy, attempt to 
put all Freethinkers in jail, and silence all our Radical 
. papers. But because they would abuse their rights 
` in doing so, is it for me to deny them their rights? 
‘We are not responsible for the use people make of 
- the ballot, or free speech, but we are responsible, to 
the extent of our influence, for their being deprived 
` -of their rights. m 
The Anarchists hav & natural, constitutional, and 
_ legal right, in this country, to express their opinions, 
- whatever they may be. Treason does not consist in 
.. having opinions hostil to the government and utter- 
ing them freely. The government itself; although 
80 jealous of its authority, defines treason to be the 
. overt act of levying war against the United States. 
Jeff Davis is as much a traitorin heart and speech 
as he ever was, but the government lays not a finger 
. of restraint upon him, because it knows that treason 
.. „consists, not in ‘talk, or threats, or proposals for a 
revolution, but in acts. 

All the Anarchists that hav got into trouble in this 
country, with a single exception, are foreigners. 
They don’t understand the genius of our govern- 
ment; how that law is not here the decree of a king 
and aristocracy, but the expression of the will of the 
people; that the people hav the inherent and admit- 
ted right to alter, not only the laws, but the Consti- 
tution itself ; and therefore, if any man or set of men 
hav a real grievance, it can be redressed. peaceably 
by law, instead of by revolution. This method of 
reforming abuses by repealing old laws which allow 
them, and enacting new laws which forbid them, is a 
slow one, we must admit, trying to the patience of 
the aggrieved, and to their faith in humanity. It 
must begin by free discussion of the merits of the 
questions involved, a provokingly gradual enlighten- 
ment of a majority of the people, and an ultimate 

'. formal embodiment of their opinion and will in the 
. form of law. We Americans think that this slow way 
of doing things is safer and vastly less expensiv on 
the whole than the revolutionary method resorted to 
by oppressed men in despotic governments which 
allow of no free speech. In our system free speech 

is not only a safety-valve to those who are aggrieved, 
allowing them to express their opinions and feelings 
to their heart's content, but it has this advantage, that 

it brings into comparison the views of different hon- 

. est thinkers, and enables all hands to judge which 
^ view or policy is the best. The national Constitu- 
‘tion owes its nearness to perfection to the debates 
which preceded its formation and adoption. And 
‘the same cause which the Constitution was made to 

` gerve—the public good—can be promoted during the 
changes which time makes only by the same means— 
free discussion. These Anarchists, crazed and ex- 
patriated by the oppressions of their nativ land, 
think their theory is correct, and they avail them- 
selvs of our freedom of speech to expound it. The 
‘editor of a Radical paper, knowing that no.one man 
-knows everything, and prompted by a regard for the 
publie good, advocates the right of these men to 
speak their mind. But he does not, therefore, in- 
dorse their sentiments. It is his duty, if he believes 
“these opinions to be wrong, and, if reduced to action, 


to be. dangerous to the publie weal, to prove them to 
be so, as'I think our editor has done. 
is an. inestimable blessing; but if you deliberately 
take it you must take it, as you do all other advan-. 
„tages, with its drawbacks and disadvantages. It 
will not do when a man shocks you with the expres- 
sion of his opinions to clap your hand on his mouth 
and forbid any further utterance. It is my astonish- 
ment and sorrow that some of our most earnest | 
friends and coworkers do this, and by so doing for- 
feit their claim to be Freethinkers, and show their 
distrust in the potency and ultimate triumph of 
truth. 


I cannot giv in a short newspaper article all the rea- 
sons for my opinion, but I am convinced that the An- 
archists of Chicago could never hay been convicted, 
on the evidence, of murder in the first degree, nor 
Herr Most, of New York, hav been sent to the peni- 
tentiary, by a court of justice in a rural district, 
where men’s judgments are not heated and clouded 
by fear and prejudice, as they necessarily are in a 
city. The time will come, and that before long, when 
every true American will feel ashamed when he thinks 
how, in the two largest: cities of the republic, justice, 
panic-stricken by free speech, dropped the emblem- 
atical even scales from her hand, tore off the bandage 
from her eyes, and ran pell-mell, as.if the devil was 
after her. 


comfort an editor has, when, by keeping his eye 
steadfastly on the Polar star of his principles, and 
guiding his ship accordingly, he exposes himself to 
the criticism of some excellent, but timorous, passen- 
gers on board. But still he feels cheered by the ap- 
probation of others who are sailing with him, and 
hence I giv my opinion. 
which Tax Trurs SzEKeEr’s editor has published, and 
hav never seen the least disposition in him-to depart 
from the fundamental principles on which the paper 
was founded. As we can only hope for the world’s 
redemption from the bondage of superstition and in- 
justice by the agency of Freethought and free speech, 


Free speech 


Cities are peculiarly exposed to panics of all kinds. 


I hav said that the mens conscia recti is the chief 


I hav read every line 


exercised by free men, I admire the pertinacity of 


our editor in sticking to those principles through 
thick and thin. He is a young man, but carries a very 
level head. At least, so thinks 


Enon Valley, Pa., Oct. 1, 1886. A. B. B. 
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Anarchy and “The Truth Seeker." 

The editor of Tue. Trurs Szxxer, in the issue of 
Sept. 25, 1886, makes a masterly reply to John Ray 
on the right of free expression on all subjects. 
Where he says, “Some Freethinkers limit Free- 
thought to the right to criticise theology, but say 
that social institutions must be left alone,” he not 
only completely sustains his position, but opens the 
eyes of his purblind critic to the correctness of that 
position, that thought is not Freethought when con- 
fined to one thing. 


Again, he says: “The editor of Taz TRUTH SEEKER 


is neither an Anarchist, a Socialist, nor a Communist, 
but he has a sincere respect for the many able men 


and women who hold those social views, and is not 


quite so arrogant in his own conceit as to say that 
there is no good in any of their philosophies. The 
present times are decidedly out of joint socially, and 
perhaps in one of these systems, or in all,lies the 
remedy for the labor troubles. Let us study them 
and see, instead of hanging their advocates.” So say 


we. 
Though not identified with the Anarchists, nor 


claiming a belief in the doctrin, yet we claim the 


right to study it, and giv expression to our conclu- 
sions. Neither do we arrive at them from swallow- 


ing newspaper twaddle; for it has ever been the 


policy of the monopolistic press to make every re- 
form advocated by labor appear extremely ridiculous 
or herald its encroachment on property rights, and if 


ridicule failed to awaken the monopolist to the fact | 


that labor should besat upon, the cry that labor wanted 
the'earth never failed to bring out the blue-coats and 
militia, and then the under dog was tenderly petted 
with locust stroke and bayonet push into quiet sub- 
mission. 
man that he is wrong; but somehow or another the 
principle remains the same. So with the Chicago 
Anarchists. They may die, and perhaps will, at the 
hands of the: law, but Anarchy livs on, and there is 
just where the absurdity of the whole thing presents 
itself. Why does the state kill the Anarchists to de- 
stroy Anarchy? This same blunder was made by 
the English government years ago. It executed 
some of the noblest of men to kill home rule for Ire- 
land. In executing Robert Emmet it silenced the 
man, but the principle still livs, and is stronger to- 
day. f 

Thomas Paine, when he was a representativ in the 
French government, only by accident escaped with 
his life, because he would not vote for the execution 
of the monarch. He said, “I want to kill monarchy, 
not the monarch;” but he was a statesman who 
fought for human rights and lived for posterity. 
When an old coward saw the approaching trouble 
between England and the colonies, he remarked to 


Paine, if there was to be trouble he hoped it would 


shall hold mankind together. 
exercising the referendum, and then our laws will 
become more and more reciprocal, till force will dis- 
appear altogether. 
upon us by treacherous legislativ bodies, without the 
least premonition, prove to be curses instead of 
blessings. 
haps it is; but, for the welfare of mankind, let it come. 
If prayer would be of any avail, we would say, “ Let 
us pray that reciprocity will speedily and effectually 
supplant force;” but we know differently. Strife 
and struggle, sunshine and shadow, will long be with 
us before the bright morn of the millennium dawns 
upon us. 


Of course, this is one way of convincing & 


not come in his day, to which Paine replied, “I should 
think you would say, ‘Let it come in my day, that 
my children may hav peace.’” 


Force gave birth to law, and it evinces all its 


mother’s characteristics. When the strong invaded 
the weak, the latter conceived the idea that combined 
foree was the only counteractant. 
force was established and christened law; and ever 
since, Might against might makes all wrongs right, 
has been the motto of men. : 


Thus combined 


Reciprocity must be the future bond of union that 
This can only be by 


Laws as they are now sprung . 


This talk may be full of Anarchy, per- 


Ray D. CHAPMAN. 
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Equal and Exact Justice Demanded. 
It is not a little surprising that one who has 


read Tue Turm Seexer attentivly for the last six 
months could hav misapprehended its position in 
relation to. Anarchy and the Anarchists. 
misconception must hav arisen not only from a 
failure to perceive, as stated in its last issue, 
the difference between “advocating an opinion 
and the right of others to hold that opinion,” but 
in the teeth of a distinct disclaimer. 


Such 


It is not less 
surprising, too, that so many persons are to be found 


‘professing Liberal ideas who look with a certain de- 


gree of approbation, not to say of tenderness, upon 
the palpable manifestations of despotism in some 
recent judicial proceedings. 

Herr Most, as every lawyer in the country knows, 


is serving out an illegal sentence, imposed by a 
magistrate who could publicly express his regret that 
he could not, while acting as judge, play the part of 


a legislator for the purpose of extending the term of 


his imprisonment. 


When, in a case of life and death, the jury, in obe- 
dience to popular clamor, or to court public favor, in 
the rendition of its verdict sets law and justice and 
common sense at defiance; when the magistrate of 
inferior jurisdiction, for the same cause, and impelled 
by the same motivs, sends the unfortunate and the 
defenseless, or even the coarse and the repulsiv, to 
jail for some crime not known to the laws, or some 
offense beyond his jurisdiction, we are menaced by a 
danger far more formidable than the ravings of a few 
crazy fanatics, how publicly and noisily soever made. 

If the government, under the guise of the admin- 
istration of justice, tramples upon the right of the 


free discussion of political and social questions in the 


public assemblage and through the press, it has 
already started in a career of oppression under which 
liberty, if not civilization, must perish. That the dan- 
ger in this direction is imminent the recent shocking 
utterances of the leading journals of the country in 
relation to this subject fully attest, and unless it is 
manfully and resolutely met we shall soon find our- 
selvs helpless in the grasp of a worse than medieval 
despotism. : 

The assemblies of Anarchists, Salvation Armies, 
revivalists, etc., should be protected rather than sup- 
pressed, so long as these people refrain from illegal 
acts. The right of free speech and of free public 
discussion, though sometimes exercised in an injudi- 
cious and intemperate manner, should be sedulously 
guarded. It acts as asafety-valve for the passions 
and the emotions, motive and purposes are constantly 
brought to light and appear upon the surface, and 
society is thereby preserved from disorder through 
secret conspiracies and by overt acts, as the solid 
earth is said to be saved from chaos by seismic dis- 
turbances or occasional belehings from the voleano's 
top. 
i was once said that the blood of the martyrs was. 
the seed of the church. This was but an affirmation 
of the conviction, intuitiv in the mind of man, that 
bloodthirsty injustice must be in the end retroactiv. 
If the illegal and unjust verdict of the jury at Chi- 
cago is carried into effect, it will do more toward 
creating a sympathy for its victims and their cause 
than their impracticable utterances could hav achieved 
in a score of years. There is an innate sense of jus- 
tice in the hearts of the “ plain people” of this coun- 
try which cannot be obliterated, and which will, if 
not borne down by the strong hand, rectify in due 
time the evils of the social state. 

While I am permitted to read Tas Truru SEEKER, 
I hope it will never be wanting in its advocacy of 
equal and exact justice toward all men. T shall hav 
no misgivings in that direction while it remains under 
its present management. E 

For the sum inelosed please send me an additional 
copy for distribution during the time for which it 
will pay. Narsan L. PERKINS. 

Bangor, Me., Oct. 1, 1886. i 
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Fire. 

The evening papers of this city last Friday con- 
tained accounts of a most disastrous fire at 33 Clin- 
ton Place, Tue Truta Sxzrxer’s loss being put down 
at $2,000. As many of our readers may hav seen 
these accounts, and formed the opinion that Tue 
TavrH Seexer is ruined, we herewith state that 
our loss is comparativly light, and will not exceed 
$100. If thirty delinquents will remit at once, we 
shall be whole again. 

The fire broke out about one o’clock Friday morn- 
ing, the Sth inst., in the front window of a barber- 
shop in the basement. Fortunately, it was at 
once discovered by a passer-by, who summoned 
the fire patrol and city fire department, and the 
flame was extinguished after ruining the contents of 
the barber-shop and a shoe-shop in one part, break- 
ing a section of the plate-glass window in our store 
front, and burning our awning. Excepting the awn- 
ing, these damages are covered by the insurance on 
the building. 

The juxtaposition of a fire and an Infidel journal 
proved too much for the editors of some of the 
dailies, and many were the sarcastic comments thereon, 
. with sly allusions to a fire of a different nature fur- 
ther along in our career. But, so far as we can see, 
all the morals of this conflagration are on our side. 
The barber is a Christian, and the shoemaker is also. 
They are burnt out completely. Tug Trora SEEKER 
escaped with but a trifling damage compared to 
theirs. We attribute this escape to the well-known 
fact that the Lord takes care of his own, and we hail 
it as a revelation from him that on he is on our side 

in our crusade against Christian iniquity and in our 
. endeavors to make the world a little freer. At any 
rate, the Christian press is welcome to all the comfort 
it can obtain from the circumstances of Friday morn- 


ing. 
The Resting-Place of the Heathen. 

Individual Christian hearts may become tender, 
but the combined heart of theology, the authoritativ 
heart, is not easily softened. This fact has led toa 
doctrinal squabble in the American “Board of Mis- 
sions.” This board is supported by the orthodox 
wing of the church, and its doctrins, therefore, are 
orthodox. The duties of the board heretofore hav 
been to send missionaries to the heathens with the 
cheering intelligence that all the heathens who hay 
previously lived and died are now in hell; and that 
all those now alive will, when they die, go to hell 
unless they first go to Christ. All mankind, say the 
board, are for the sin of Adam doomed to eternal 
punishment from which there is no salvation with- 
out believing in Christ; and the case of those who 
never heard of Christ in their lifetime, and therefore 
had no opportunity of believing in him, is as truly 
hopeless as if they had heard of him and refused to 
believe in him. 

This doctrin has heretofore been vigorously taught 
by the missionaries to the heathen, and has proved 


so inexpressibly painful to the heathen that it has 
proved a barrier to the extension of the beneficent 


system of religion which teaches it. A few of the 
missionaries lately hav seen the cruelty of the doc- 
trin, and asked the board for permission to soften 
their teachings by holding out a hope that the an- 
cestors of the present heathen may possibly be in 
heaven. This permission the board has refused, and 
the missionaries will still be handicapped by the dis- 
agreeable doctrin of hell for all who never heard of 
Christ. The position of the orthodox party is thus 
defined by the Independent, a Congregational 
journal of some pretensions: - 

“Here comes a man who wants to preach the gospel to 
the heathen. He is all right in every respect, it is said, ex- 
cept in the firm belief that God is so good that at some time 
in the far-off future he will ‘finally save all men.’ ‘Shall we 
send him to China?’ we ask. ‘Oh! yes,’ is the answer, ‘for 
he is a very good man, and perfectly sound in other respects.’ 
Another man applies, who believes that God cannot punish 
a man who has never heard of the Bible or Christ or the way 
of salvation. ‘Shall such a preacher be sent? ‘Yes; on 
the whole we will pass him.’ Another offers his valuable 
services, saying, ‘I agree with you in all things except in the 
doctrin of election.’ ‘What shall we do with such a man?’ 
‘Let him go, is the prompt reply. Another believes in a 
future probation for all men—heathen included. ‘This isa 
hard case indeed; but,’ it is said, ‘we had better send him.’ 
Another candidate says, ‘No matter what a man believes, if 
his heart is right and he is truly good.’ ‘What shall we say 
about him? ‘Nothing. Let him go.’ Another man, on 
being questioned, says, ‘I indorse all your creeds; but I 
don’t believe much in miracles. He is a good scholar and 
appears to be an earnest Christian. But he doesn’t believe 
the story of Jonah and the whale; neither does he credit, as 
truth, the statement that the sun actually stood still at the 
‘command of Joshua, or that there was real fire in the furnace 
into which Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were cast; 
and there are other so-called miracles, he says, which he does 
not believe in. He ends by saying as a clincher that the fish 
story about Jonah and the whale settled the question with him 
and he can’t go that miracle anyway. ‘ Well, now, shall we 
keep such a good man home? ‘No! No!’ we will hear. it 
said, somewhere. ‘Send him to Japan. We don’t want 
such & preacher here. He can’t do much hurt thereanyway.’ 

** Now, then, an amiable man comes who doesn't believe 
in the chemistry of the Bible. He doesn’t believe in real hell 
fire, or brimstone, or any such nonsense. ‘Never mind. 
Send him along. He can’t help doing some good, some- 
where—say in the South Sea Islands.’ 

* At last a zealous, outspoken man comes along, who 
thinks he has special gifts as a teacher, and would like to be 
sent to Africa. But the matter with him is that he doesn’t 
believe in a personal devil, while many of the benighted 
Africans really do. ‘And what in the world shall we do 
with such an erratic man?’ The answer is: ‘Oh! never 
mind what he believes and says about the devil. He is just 
the man for Africa. Send him along.’” 

The above shows the kind of men the board does 
not want. Any man too kind-hearted to believe that 
God will not finally “save all men;" any man 
who even dreams that possibly the millions. who 
lived and died before Christ are not in hell; 
any man who does not believe that God “elected ” 
only a certain few to be saved; any man who 
thinks that dying sinners are given another 
chance; any man who repudiates sleight of hand as 
a spiritual weapon; any man who does not think 
there is a hell and a personal devil; in short, any 
minister in whom Christianity has not ‘smothered 
every spark of humanity, hidden every gleam of com- 
mon sense, removed every trace of feeling, and made 
as cold and callous as John Calvin, is not wanted, and 
will not be sent to teach the glorious beauties 
of Christianity to the heathen. Men are wanted 
who will teach the barbarians civilized doctrins. 
The perfect missionary will approach the dusky 
savage with these sentiments: “My dear savage, 
you are in danger of hell fire, and I desire to warn 
you to flee from the wrath to come. God, my 
gentle aborigine, is a God of war, and he has ar- 
ranged a program as follows: All men are dead, mor- 
ally, in Adam's sin; there is no escape from hell ex- 
cept through Christ's offices as a mediator; only a 
few men are elected, anyway, to be saved; good 
works are of no account; all your ancestors, never 
having heard of Christ, are suffering in hell; and 
you, my beloved barbarian, are already as good as 
damned unless you believe in this civilized religion |. 
and become as a little child in following the savior— 


which the same is myself, the representativ of Christ. 


—and in supporting his ministers.” That being 
good orthodox Christianity, will entitle the missionary 
believing it to be sent, expenses paid, house furnished 
and perquisits allowed, to Borroboola Gha, to liv on 
the fat of the land and come back once in a while to 
tell missionary stories to Sunday-schools as eollect 
pennies from the children. 


The fight over this matteris a warm one, and reminds 
us of Don Quixote’s tilt with’a windmill, except that in 
this struggle the windmill does most of the fighting. 
Who knows anything about where the dead are? 
What shade has walked the earth and told the living 
the state of affairs on the other side? Who possesses 
any evidence on the subject? 
get it? Upon this subject the wisest knows no more 
than the most ignorant, and an argument. on the 
color of the hair of the man in the moon would hav as 
much evidence to sustain it as the one about whether 
those who never heard of Christ are or are not in 
hell. The fact that the existence of hell is an absurd 
idea ought to weigh something with the reverend ae 
putants. 


_ OO 
Jesuitical Interference in Belgium. 
The 


And where did he . 


* Congregation of the Inquisition " at Rome 


has sent to the Catholic judges of Belgium an order. : 
forbidding them to grant divorcés when the suing | 


parties are Catholics. All the judges in Belgium 
being Catholics, the order virtually prohibits a Cath- 
olic from obtaining a divorce.: This decree is in pur- 
suance of the settled policy of the church to main- 
tain that marriage is a sacrament and not a civil 
contract, and that it is indissoluble except by death. 

There is a divorce law in Belgium which has been 
in existence since 1803, but the church has not until 
now attempted to nullify it. The present order will 
revive, it is said, the strife between the Liberals and 
the church, and a fair trial of strength will be made. 

To those who hold that Catholicism is not inim- 
ical to free government, the order of the Inquisition 
ought to be significant. That church holds that 
her people everywhere are subject to. her control 
before that of the state. No matter what the laws 


are, she assumes that they are not applicable to her » 


children when in conflict with her own laws. This is 


an arrogant position, and must be galling to the : 


various states, but some of them submit to it tamely 
enough. 

Another significant fact is that this order applies 
only to Belgium. The reason for this exclusivness is 
not far off. It is but a few months since a direct 


issue between Romanism and Secularism was made . 


in Belgium over the school question. 
won. 


The Romanists 


policy that is well known, and held in abeyance in 


those countries only in which Catholicism is compar- | - | 


ativly weak. 
What the pope will feel sufficiently strong to at- 
tempt in this country within the next decade is an 


interesting problem. Statisticians can figure out the - 


growth of Catholicism, and then guess. . 
ee i 
A Fool and His Folly. 

It is a singular fact that there are only two preach- 
ers in Brooklyn who are listened to each Sunday by 
any considerable number of people. The one is 
Beecher, the heretic; the other, Talmage, the ortho- 
dox clown. Beecher attracts by his advanced ideas 
and utter abandonment of nearly all Christian doc- 
trins; Talmage, by his ridiculous adherence to 
puritan theology and his credulous superstition. 
Sunday before last, the latter, after declaiming against 
Ingersoll (quoted in these columns last week) recited 
the following catalog of cee upon blas- 
phemers: 

"Yet God sometimes demonstrates his power. Two or. 
three: years ago, in the Adirondacks, I met the funeral pro- 
cession of a man who had worked all Sunday in the ficld and 
boasted that he had cheated God out of one day atleast. He 
challenged God and God accepted the challenge. Between 
Marsgate and Ramsgate, in England, there is a place where 
& young man was struck dead while swearing. A prisoner 
in Pittsburgh applied a terrible epithet to Jesus Christ, was 
struck down, and died after two days' fearful suffering. In 
Sullivan county are eight. tombstones, all belonging to one 
family. In 1861 diphtheria raged in the neighborhood. A 
physician who was very successful in checking the disease 
became so confident as to defy God to. produce a case he 
could not cure.” In & few days afterward a little child a his 


tin 


down, threatening to cut him if he did. That man. himself | 
was cut down, smoke poured from his mouth and nostrils, 
tnd he was dying for days, while nobody could go near him. 1 
Phere is a verse somewhere in holy writ” that ate 
5 Though 
thou shouldst bray a foolin & mortan yet will not 
foolishness depart from him.”- Every onè ois 
references is a known lie, yet he recounted thes6 sup- 


posed exploits of the Lord ‘as though they were 


Talmage. It reads something like this: 


The pope, therefore, feels that in that cotintry, .-. 
at least, he is strong enough to boldly enforce a. 
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actual facts. Talmage’s mental caliber about equals 
that of Miss Frances Willard, who wrote asking him 
if he did not believe that the earthquake was sent to 


Charleston as punishment for its sins ! 
———— M————— —— 


. Faith-Cure. 

The London, Can., Advertiser of the 4th inst. 
prints a story of a faith cure in that town which we 
` expect will soon be reprinted all over the country, 
and triumphantly flung at Infidels with a request to 
know what they think of it. The story is that on 
June 8, 1885, Mrs. J. McKenzie, of London, Ont., 
was taken sick. A medical diagnosis pronounced 
the cause a cold upon the lungs. Since then she 
has, it is alleged, been confined to her bed. Re- 
cently she said to her husband that she believed 
. she could be cured by faith. The idea, she said, was 
put into her head by almighty God. A crowd of 
Christian brethren were summoned, and prayer and 
supplication ensued, at the termination of which, the 


account goes, she took up her bed and walked, or’ 


words to that effect. Since then she has been rather 
stronger than Samson was before his dalliance with 
Delilah, and has cleaned house and gone to church 
with regularity. 

This is a pretty story, and to men of the caliber of 
Talmage it will be a great comfort. But a correspond- 
ent who livs in London, and has known the par- 
ties intimately well for a number of years, writes that 
it is an advertising scheme for Mr. McKenzie. “A 
bigger piece of humbug,” says our informant, * could 
not -be, and Mrs. McKenzie, if she would tell the 
truth, knows it. Iti is not the first time their names, 
or rather his name, has appeared in print, and not 
many months ago it was published in connection 
with an affair of even more questionable character. 
The parties are thoroughly unreliable, as all ac- 
quainted with them could testify." 

We advise the ministers who hav figured in this 
affair to next time select people of less equivocal rep- 
utation to substantiate their claim to being divine 
healers. And we advise the credulous press of this 
country, before reprinting this tale, to write to some 


honorable person in the place and learn the truth. 


— er 
A Mental Exercise for the Judicially Inclined. 

There is at present in this city an English actress 
whose claim to fame rests principally upon her liaison 
with a live lord, who is brazen enough to appear as 
her manager. Her husband travels with them, and 
by drinking with the lord in the morning and in the 
afternoon threatening to shoot him, has advertised 
the actress to such an extent that the theater is 
crowded every night. The three persons form a 
moral pest to the community. 

-Of this woman's public and private career the Sun, 
of this city, says: 

‘We are glad that the audience who were. present at the 
first public appearance of the woman who has come over 
‘here with an English lord did not make any disturbance in 
the theater. She is there tobe judged solely on her merits 
as an artist. ` f 

‘Tf people object to her manner of life and the methods 
which hav been used to bring her into notoriety, let them 
keep aloof from her performances. That is the true way in 
which to show their disapproval and contempt. If they go 


'. to see and hear her, they hav no right: to express their feel- 


ings against her as a woman to whose conduct outside of the 
theater they take exception.” 

There is a case in the West which requires similar 
nice discrimination in judgment. In Chicago there 
are a pestilential lot of fellows preaching disruption, 
and Anarchy. At one of their meetings somebody 
killed several policemen. 
were seized. But when they were tried, the jury 
found them guilty of being pests and not of killing 
the officers. 
acting had been judged by her private life. 


there are who can differentiate facts from prejudices ! 
——— 4-9 — —— — —— 


Editorial Notes. 


Szwarp MrrongLL writes that he will supply several copies 

of his paper, The World's Reformer, at three cents each. He 

: is sick and not able to travel, and depends upon the sale of 
' this paper for money. His address is Newport, Maine. 


AsBuRY Parx, N. J., where they arrested for blasphemy 

. & man who said that Christian missions in India are a fail- 
ure, is put down by the Hotel Gazette as a very dishonest 

` place. “There is,” says the Gazette, ** a class of hotel men 
who drag down the fraternity generally. Asbury Park, the 
sanctimonious place, has been the favorit stamping-ground 
of these gentry. They imagin that the religious odor of the 
resort, in which the smell of liquor has no place, is a sufficient 
recommendation for unlimited credit. This they hav enjoyed 
in the past to such an extent that every dealer, when à pack- 


It was as though the English woman's. 
How few: 
-a menial and a beast of burden. 


age is sent to that Methodist resort, is very careful to place 
those mystic letters, ‘C. Q. D., upon it.” ~ 


TALMAGE, in his Sunday sermon, declared that '* Brooklyn 
had, fifteen years ago, in its streets no sign of the social evil ; 


.| but now it is beginning torival upper Broadway, in New 


York, and yet not a single minister will say one point-blank 
word, lest some old libertin should throw up his church 
pew. » 


Tse Rev. Benjamin F. Staunton is being tried for '*un- 
ministerial conduct." The p¥oof of the charge is that he 
paid more attention to another man's wife than to his own. 
It seems to us that the indictment should be changed to 
read, ‘‘ For ministerial conduct." The record of the rever- 


ends shows that the minister who is more civil to his own. 


wife than to other men's wives is the exception and not the 
rule. 
Erumcn RR 

Tue following letter explains itself, and at the same time 
acknowledges the receipt of a basket of the finest grapes 
raised in the state: 

“FEED MY LAMBS. 

“Frrenp Somersy: I make you the custodian of these grapes. 
Iwant them divided among my ‘pets’ in Tux Terura SEEKER es- 
tablishment. 

“They are not ‘my broken body,’ but as often as ye partake of 
them, ‘do it in remembrance of me.’ ‘JoHN Prox.” 


Amone the work that Unéty urges the Unitarians to accom- 
plish is the correcting of the '*irreligious rationalism and 
irrational religion of the times." . We venture to assure Unity 
that irreligious rationalism. will never be converted by any 
of the irrational religions that depend upon the barbaric sys- 
tem known as Christianity. Some religion better adapted to 
the enlightened times in which we liv will hav to be in- 
vented, or grown, than is the irrational religion of the New 


'Testament. 
—————— 


Sr. ParRroE's parochial school in Rochester has 688 
pupils. A priest. givs daily ‘‘ spiritual instruction” to the 
children, and daily celebrates mass for their benefit. An- 
other parochial school, the. “ Immaculate Conception," is 
about to be opened, with accommodations for ‘‘ every child 
in the parish.”. The development of these schools is a sub- 
ject of interest to every patriot, and the attitude of the 
Protestants toward them ought to be carefully noticed. If 
Protestants send their children to them, our public school 
system is doomed. 


In an address to the Knights of Labor at Richmond, Gov- 
ernor Lee said: ‘‘ Employers, as has been well said, hav no 
right to lock.out a whole shopful of hands to bring 8 few un- 
willing ones to terms, nor hav they, in my opinion, the right 
to engage with other employers to fix a rate for them to pay 
or compel all to remain idle.” If Governor Lee is in favor 
of equal and exact justice, he should hav said that neither 
hav employees the right to withdraw in a body from a shop 
to compel employers to find work for a few workmen whom 
they do not wish to employ. And if employers hav no right, 
as an associated body, to fix wages, what right hav employ- 
ees to do so? Very few people in this world can look at 
both sides of a question. Everybody nowadays is a parti- 
san. ''Our" view is the only right view—people who don't 
agree with us are fools; ** we" are the only ones entitled to 
any rights—the rest of the world must do as we say. It is 
curious how quick the persecuted become persecutors when 
they get the upper hand. E 


Tue latest criticism of Charles Dickens comes from the 
religious people. A writer in the Hvangeiist complains that 
Dickens ‘‘ never found & Christian lady or gentleman in the 
church; all his good people ‘were outside of the church. 
His idea of an evangelical clergyman seemed to be a com- 
pound of the knave and the sniveling hyprocrit; and his 
representation of laymen who took an interest in propagat- 
ing Christianity in foreign parts is that of the most absurd, 


narrow-minded men and women, caring nothing for the wel- 


fare of the poorat home. Hence we hav held up to us such 
untruthful caricatures as the Chadbands, Stiggins, ‘ Shep- 
herds,’ and the Pecksniffs and Jellybys. On the other hand, 
he exalted some of his characters in goodness and in deeds 
of mercy to the highest Christian stamp; but he lets it be un- 
derstood that they had very little to do with the church!” 
We do not see the justice of blaming Dickens for portraying 
what he found in real life. Everybody recognizes the truth- 
fulness of his pictures, and the fault lies in the system that 


These pes tilential fellows me. such wretches, and not in him who drags them to the 


*! Tar position of n on the Continent,” says & writer 
in the Christian at. is to our notions very anomalous. 
As represented by?:the::Virgin Mary, she is adored at the 
altar, while as actually appearing in the street she is often 
In the chapels of the splen- 
did cathedral her form is draped in richest robes, her head 
crowned with pearls and brilliants, and before her person, 
enthroned on a lofty pedestal or altar, an endless procession 
of devout believers bend their knees and utter their prayers; 

and yet these same believers will go forth from their adora- 
tion of the ideal woman in the’cathedral to look upon the 
real woman sawing wood in the street, or hitched beside a 
dog toa cart, or digging like a slave in the fields, without 
the slightest feeling of the degradation to womanhood which 
such a scene implies. We saw on the way from Brussels to 
Cologne sométimés three, sometimes four, and in one in- 
stance six women to one man gathering harvests in the 
fields; we saw women begrimed with dirt and black unload- 
ing coal cars; we saw women mixing mortar and handling 
stone; we saw half-grown girls driving dog-carts filled with 
vegetables: to market, and working in various capacities 
which it made one's hcart ache to behold." 


A Dispaton from Cincinnati, where Colonel Ingersoll was 
at the time engaged in a legal affair, to the Timesof this city 
givs Mr. Ingersol's views upon the candidacy of Henry 
George as follows: '' In the city of New York the principal 
question is not who will be the next president, but who will 
be the next mayor. Personally, I am for Henry George. I- 
want to giv the workingmen an opportunity ef showing the 
world whether they are intelligent enough and honest enough 
to stand by each other, and to vote the same way they 
march. We see processions of thousands upon thousands of 
workingmen carrying all kinds of banners, and, among other 
things, saying that the workingmen must stand together. 
Now they wil hav their opportunity. Henry George is an 
intelligent man; something, it may be, of an enthusiast; 
without doubt honest, and, above all things, a true friend of , 
the working people. Now, I want them to stand by him," : 
and to vote for him, and I am on that side myself. 
judgment is that this labor question will enter largely into 
the next presidential campaign. I would like to see the 
laboring men succeed. I would like to see them hav a ma- 
jority in Congress and with a president of their own. I 
would like to see this, so that they could satisfy themselvs 
how little, after all, can be accomplished by legislation. 
The moment responsibility should touch their shoulders they 
would become conservativ. They would find that making a 
living in this world is an individual affair, and that each man 
must look out for himself. They would soon find that the 
government cannot take care of the people. The people 
must support the government. Everything cannot be regu- 
lated by law. The factors entering into this problem are 
substantially infinit, and beyond the intellectual grasp of anf 
human being. Perhaps nothing in the world will convince 
the laboring man how little can be accomplished by law 
until there is the opportunity of trying.” 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Mrs. H. S.. axe is engaged to speak at Stafford, Conn., 
the Sundays til&October; at Norwich, Conn., the Sundays of 
November; at Haverhill, Mass., the last two Sundays of 
December; at Boston, the first two Sundays of February. 
She desires other Eastern engagements. Address, Stafford, 
Conn. 


J. L. AupnEw lectures for the Friendship Liberal League, 
Hall.and Wood streets, Philadelphia, Sunday, Oct. 17th, at 
2:30 and 7:30 o'clock p.m. Subjects, afternoon, ‘‘ Liberty 
and Law;” evening, ‘‘ Modern Infidelity—a Philosophical 
Defense.” Liberals of Philadelphia and vincity are cordially 
invited to attend. The seats will be free. 


CHARLES WaTrs's tour in Michigan has been in every way 
a success. The audiences hav been large and enthusiastic. 
Sunday night, Oct. 3d, nearly two thousand persons attended 
his lecture in the Opera House in Grand Rapids. On Mon- 
day, Oct. 4th, Mr. Watts gave & political lecture in Grand 
Rapids. Mr. Watts lectured also in Muskegon, and was 
highly spoken .of. The last lecture Mr. Watts gave in 
Michigan was at Kalamazoo. The two local papers reported 
him as being ‘‘an eloquent talker.” 


Mrs. C. F. DeMort, secretary pro tem of the Hempstead 
Freethought Society, writes: ‘‘The Hempstead Freethought 
Association removed last week to pleasanter and more 
spacious quarters at Liberty Hall, next door to the Baptist 
church. A recitation entitled, ‘The Rising Moon,’ by Miss 
Ada DeMott; a talk on ‘ Earthquakes as Tests of Progress 
in Theology,’ and a select reading from Herbert Spencer 
were the attractions last Sunday. Several questions in 
geology and physiology were written by the president, and 
members requested to find answers for next Sunday. A 
lecture on ‘The Gods of the Ancient World,’ a recitation, 
and a select reading will be given next Sunday afternoon.” 


Mr. J. E. REMsBURG, the famous Infidel author and lect- 
urer, delivered two of his ablest productions in this city on 
last Friday and Sunday evenings, and those who heard him 
and were so conditioned as to be able to appreciate eloquent 
arid logical orations, antagonistic to orthodoxy, were as- 
tonished and delighted. Athough Mr. Remsburg and his 
writings are comparativ strangers in this section of the West, 
his celebrity has penetrated far into foreign lands, and his 
works hav become standard authority among Freethinkers, 
As he is but thirty-eight years old, and has hardly reached 
the climax of mental and physical development, he certainly 
has a bright career before him, during which, we believe, he 
will accomplish much toward overthrowing intolerance and 
superstition and toward the elevation of mankind. He will 
close a series of eight lectures in this county at Bassett to- 
morrow evening.—New Hampton (Lowa) Tribune: 


W. F. Jamieson is now. in the midst of his debate with 
Rev. Dr. Ditzler, in Butte, Montana. He gave three lectures 
in Dillon, M. T., and speaks in glowing terms of the brave 
band of Liberals there. They elected officers for their 
Secular Union at the close of his last Jecture. The Dillon’ 
Examiner contained the following notice, for which a church- 
man took the editor to task because he gave so favorable a 
notice to an ‘‘Infidel:” ‘‘ Pursuant to announcements made 
several days since, on Wednesday evening last Prof. W. 
F. Jamieson began his course of three lectures at the Court 
House on various topics in support of Liberalism and free- 
dom in thought and speech. He had fair-sized audiences on 
both that and the following evening, and entertained his 
hearers to their evident satisfaction. Mr. Jamieson is a 
good speaker, having a pleasing address, and is a logical 
reasoner, going to the bottom of his subject, and advancing 
no argument that he does not endeavor to thoroughly sub- 
stantiate by lucid proofs.” 


C. B. Reynotns’s article on “Blasphemy and the Bible 
is now published in pamphlet form illustrated with the car- 
toon ‘‘ Casting Pearls Before Swine.” It sells for 10 cents. 


Myo 
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cannot, with all of their flatteries, change the god of truth, 
science, or the universe. The early hallucinations of my 
mind caused me much trouble, being the result of false 
teaching, which some never unlearn. 

False theology: is the perpetrator of evil, and perpetuates 
ignorance and crime ; fanaticism, bigotry, and intolerance are 
its progeny. 

Now I am an humble advocate of the religion of humanity. 
Before the inherent rights of mankind can be restored the 
cause of intellectual and physical thralldom must be removed. 
@ L.C. Hitt. 


Letters from friends. 


Txorston, N. Y., Oct. 5, 1886. 
Mr. ros: In renewing my subscription to Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, I wish to say that I approve most heartily of nearly 
all of the illustrations that- hav appeared in Tux Trura 
SEEKER the past summer, and hope they can be continued. 
Yours truly, Lewis MASTERS. 


Newark, N. J., Oct. 4, 1886. 
Mn. Eprtor: Mr. J. L. Andrew lectured yesterday after- 
noon before the Liberal League here on ‘‘ Liberty and Law” 
before a good audience, which paid the best of attention, 
with frequent applause. A discussion of the lecture took 
place immediately following. In the evening, in the same 
hall, Mr. Andrew again appeared before thé Liberals and 
Spiritualists ; subject, ‘‘Modern Infidelity.” The audience 
was large and very appreciativ, and many expressed the 

wish to hav Mr. Andrew with us again. C. F. MARSHALL. 


OHESB. 
Passaro, N. J., Oct. 5, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: To-day (Sunday) I examined several dried 
specimens of, European and American chess (Bromus secali- 
mus), and can say that botanically they hav no affinity with 
wheat (Trizicum vulgare), except that chess belongs to the 
same nat. ord., graminacem or grass family. That they be- 
long to distinct genera should be enough to convince any- 
body of the impossibility of either degenerating or running 
into the other. But, further, they belong to different sub- 
tribes of one big tribe of the order—not even allied genera. 
It is only by hybridization that wheat could degenerate at 
all, and then only with species of the same genus. For chess 
to grow amongst wheat, seed must hav been sown with it, or 
else hav lain in the ground. Not otherwise, because it is an 
annual. Chess could not develop by spontaneous genera- 
tion, and Freethinkers ought not to be the people who could 
think so. The “smattering of science” which all, or most, 
hav should put them right on such a question. Evolution 
is the word, and chess probably took as long to evolve as 
wheat, and stands as high in the vegetable kingdom. 

Allow me to remark, anent that Charleston cartoon, it 
was quite providential so many people got out of that build- 
ng in such good order before it finally fell. 

T. D. HATFIELD. 


Brooxton, Me., Sept. 26, 1886. 
Mr. Eprtor: I send you $1 for another four months’ sub- 
scription to your admirable paper. Were it in my power, I 
should be only too happy to send you a much larger sub- 
scription, besides something additional to assist you in the 
battle for freedom and humanity which you are fighting so 
nobly against such odds. It js hardly possible for me to get 
you any subscribers in this small community, composed 
largely of church-going hypocrits and disinterested nothing- 
arians; but I will try. You can, however, always count on 
my subscription as long as I hav a cent, as I would not be 

without the old TRUTH SEEKER for twice its price. 
MARTIN BUTLER. 


nixus Ciry, Ia., Sept. 4, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: I send you & Catholic paper, with several 
pieces marked in it, on different subjects. An old wolf, by 
the name of E. B. Maxwell, left here suddenly. He was an 
old member of the Congregational church, and q deacon. 
He tried to ruin two little girls about the age of ten or eleven, 
but they hav tried to hush it up, for it would injure the 
church. He was about sixty years old, and had one of his 
feet partly off. He has gone to Madison, Wis., from here, 
and has been kissing several of the sisters, so it has come 
out since he left. 
Iam trying to get a lecturer to make us a visit and talk 
` some time this winter, if possible, and am hopeful to be able 
to do so. 
The pictures are all O. K., and easy to read. Put them in 
JOEN MAHARA. 


i Brampton, Cax., Sept. 27, 1886. 
Mx. Eprror: I inclose post-office order for $1.50, for con 
tinuation of Tne TrurH SEEKER. I believe that will pay up to 
March 12, 1887. Thanks for sending papers without re- 
newal; they came to hand all right up to date. 
I fully agree with W. Malcolm, in the issue of Sept. 25, 
- 1886, as regards Liberalism and Anarchy, and believe to ad- 
vocate the cause (in any shape) of Anarchists will diminish 
the circulation of Liberal papers, and do the Liberal cause 
much harm. E. Darr. 
(Mr. Dale will greatly oblige the editor of Taz TRUTH 
: SEEKER if he will point out when and where Tar TRUTH- 
SEEKER ever advocated the cause of Anarchy. We hav ad- 
vocated the right of even Anarchists to hav a fair trial, but 
by the comments made we should think there are quite a 
number of Freethinkers who do not believe in fair trials 
when an unpopular person is in the prisoner’s box.—Eb. T. 8. ] 


Hvszarp, Mo., Sept. 30, 1886. 

Mx. Epitor: Thou friend of the human race! please find 
inclosed draft for $2 on the National Bank of Commerce, the 
| same to apply on the C. B. Reynolds’s blasphemy persecution 
fund. Please credit $1 of the same to Mr. Isaac Michaels, of 
Moberly, Mo., and $1 to me. Friend Michaels will try to 
raise more money among the Liberals of Moberly for Brother 
Reynolds. Dont despair, Brother Reynolds; we are your 
friends in adversity as well as in prosperity. We hope you 
wil not try to defeat those swine in their own courts, but 
carry the case to the highest tribunal in our land, which we 
hope will decide those barbarous laws unconstitutional. 

Although we are limited in means, friend Michaels and I 
will swell this fund $25 each, if it is necessary. My watch 
is also at your disposal provided the good brothers and sis- 
ters will raise the balance. We mean business; just try us 
and see. Furthermore, I wish it recorded that friend 
Michaels and I always hav a dollar or more to defend any 
Liberal who happens to get into the clutches of such unjust 
laws for exercising the freedom of speech, even to the utter- 
most ends of the world. So go on, brave Reynolds, while 
below, in the sure patha of truth. 

Now, old Democracy, the party of my sire, dost thou re- 
member when thou didst loudly howl to get into power, and 
didst obtain my vote for every president since I reached my 
majority by quoting these immortal lines: 

Giv us the freedom of speech and the press; 
A jury impartial selected to try us if laws we transgress. 
Giv us a union of peaceful souls blending, 

Whose millions of hearts throb as one, 


The rights of our fathers defending, 
To throttle the freedom of none! - 


O Jersey, blush for shame! Unjust are thy laws, and the 
spirit of those lines does not dwell in your state. Verily, 
Captain Huddy's blood doth cry out against you, and call thee 
-a stiff-necked and selfish generation!- JoHN TRUEBLOOD. ` 


Sout LOWELL, ALA., Sept. 20, 1886. 

Mn. Evitor: I suggest to the law-making power in the dif- 
erent states that every county be authorized to appoint three 
or five arbitrators or referees, to whom all civil cases, which 
would otherwise go to the courts, may be referred; that both 
plaintiff and defendant be allowed to present their case with- 
out the use of a lawyer; and that this board decide on the 
equity of the case; and that their decision be final, and with- 
out the privilege of an appeal. 

I think that quarrels between men can thus be settled 
easier, and with less cost and bad feeling, than in the courts. 
This system would save lawyers’ fees, and continuations, and 
cases would be decided on their merits and by justice, instead 
of by law without justice, as is now done. It would lessen 
our taxes and save trouble. 

I hope some state will try this system, and let us learn by 
experience if there is not some better way than paying law- 
yers from ten to one hundred dollars a day to settle our diffi- 
culties. J. K. DEARTH. 


MYRTLE CREEK, ORE., Oct. 1, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: I confess it my duty to my fellow-man and 
the cause of intellectual liberty to state that the old religious 
dogmas, superstitions, etc., such as pagan and Christian 
churches teach in all their creeds, hav been renounced by 
‘me as being inimical to human happiness, intellectual 
progress, and scientific development. I am a poor man; 
Christians hav robbed me of years of toil, but this is not the 
reason why Iam an advocate of Freethought and intellect- 
ual liberty, together with human progress. It is because of 
investigation, reason, and experience. We can expect noth- 
ing but injustice from those who sin on the credit system. 
They tried to make a preacher of me, but I had some in- 
dividuality and questioned their authority, for which reason 
they treated me coolly. Other denominations wanted to 
ordain me, but I questioned their creeds.and authority, so, 
of course, they had no use for me at all in any way. My in- 

' vestigations went on until the chains of superstitious slavery 
fell from me, and now my mind fioats ina higher atmosphere. 
The clergy may hurl their anathemas at me; their invocations 


CHARLEVOIX, Mion., Sept. 26, 1886. 

Mr. Epitor: Three months hav almost passed since I was 
admonished by the tag on my paper that I was reading a 
paper for which I had not paid. 

From week to week I hav been doing so, still hoping that 
in a few days I would be able to get enough of the root to- 
gether to pay thee all, and now I am happy to be able to ask 
you for credit for the inclosed, and to thank you for con- 
tinuing my paper, pictures and all. I am one of those un- 
fortunate fellows that our very excellent president says 
“ contracted a great amount of disability” whilst in what 
would now seem to hav been the wrong army; consequently, 
by reason of such disability, it is hard at all times to make 
both ends meet. We hav stomachs that crave their daily 
allowance, and bodies that must hav the wherewithal to be 
clothed, and souls—ah! there's the rub!—that need to he 
refreshed, and how is that to be done without proper read. 
ing matter. And where can that be found save in thc old 
TRurH SEEKER? Therefore, I make an extra effort to con- 
tinue my subscription. 

This soul that it requires such extra efforts to save is some- 
thing that I really know nothing about, only what I hav 
learned by hearsay. The preachers tell us 4 great deal about 
it, and, of course, they would not talk about things they 
did not know all about. I never saw a soul separate from 
the body, but I hav realized that I hav a mind, and I hav 
also realized that its action depends greatly on the condition 
of the body. Whether it will exist after the body has been 
returned to Mother Earth is a question for theorists to specu- 
late on. 
that it derives pleasures and experiences pain from present 
surroundings. Among its greatest delights is the perusal of 
the able articles in TuE TRUTH SEEKER, editorial and con: 
tributed, and, above all, in contemplating those pictures, 
that really speak so much plainer than words. 

RonzRT MILLER, 
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For me, I know only of its present existence, and: 


Ue PARSIPPANY, N. J., Oct. 1, 1880.. 
Mr. Eprror: J. Le Andrew delivered three lectures in 
Pythian Hall, Boonton, N. J., Saturday, September 25th, and < 
Sunday, September 26th. Saturday night he spoke on 
“Liberty and Law." Sunday afternoon the meeting was 
‘opened with singing (same at the close of the lecture and 
evening too) a Liberal hymn by the members of the Secular 
Union. The young lady musician, Miss Ada Booth, played 
on the organ. This time when the young lecturer stepped 
on the platform we knew we were going to hav a good one, 
for we were there and all were ready to listen to ‘‘ Modern 
Infidelity.” When speaking of the ministers, in regard to 
what they think they know, he said, in the words of Colonel 
Ingersoll : ** The clergy know that I know that they do not 
know." It was a stirring lecture, as was shown by the at. 
tention and applause that greeted its delivery before it. was 
ended. Sunday evening a larger audience; subject, 
“ Christianity and Civilization.” 
day what it always has been, the enemy of reason and free- 
dom. Its malice is as poisonous as it ever was. The 
Catholics and Methodists are despots alike. What has it 
done in civilizing the people, anyway? The truth of the 
whole thing is, It has made more enemies than it has ever 


made friends. When Reynolds pitched his tent here for the 


purpose of gathering in the orthodox brethren and enlighten-- 
ing them, we presume, on all that relates to Secularism, and. 
the absurdities of the.Bible, they who caused his arrest were 

nothing but downright, narrow-minded, orthodox block- 
heads. The tent movement is a good one for the cause of 

spreading Freethought, and if there is any lecturer at this 
moment who needs to be encouraged and make a tour 

through the East and West to lecture, it is C. B. Reynolds. 
All able Liberal speakers should be kept constantly in the 

lecture field. Tur TRUTH SEEKER illustrations, though not. 
liked by and ridiculous to some, are up to the point in show- 

ing the people how absurd the Bible is when illustrated as 

well as read. We want more stirring lectures in this town, and 

mean to have them as time passes on. Honor bright: we 

mean what we say. Music is a magnet, and music, and sing- 

ing too, we will hav at the lectures. So wake up, Liberals, 

and keep the Freethought lecturers lecturing as long as th : 

preachers preach. FLORENCE HENNION, 

: Secretary of Boonton Secular Union. 


LIBERALISM VERSUS ANAROHISM. 
Hoven, Mo., Sept. 28, 1886. 
Mz. Epitor: During the short time I hav been a sub 
scriber for your paper I hav received the worth of the money 
invested, especially in the articles by John Peck. I hav, 
however, seen in it some tendency to Anarchy, which I de. 
plore. In your last issue you giv your own views on that 


He said Christianity is tö- > 


subject, with some very sensible prelusory remarks by John ' 


Ray. I am a Freethinker from far back, but see no necessary’ * 


relation between my views and Anarchy, but the reverse. . 
Since you giv such unbounded latitude to free expression 
of opinions, it would be but consistency to giv place to what 
I now hav to say, though differing with yourself. You say 
you differ in toto from the principles of the Anarchists, but 
say further on: 
for absolute freedom of thought, of speech, of publication. 
upon any and every subject upon earth. There is no such 
thing as treasonable utterance in this country.” A hint is 
thrown out, too, that Freethinkers should hav such fear of 
restraint on the subject of religion that they should indulge 


.| all phases of Freethought and expression. 


The Constitution givs us all free scope to think, and to 
worship, or not worship, as we please. So we need not be 
frightened nor fly off in wrong and dangerous extremes on 
other subjects. 

I do not believe that anybody has a moral right, or legal 
right, either, to call crowds of people together and harang 
them with abuse of our form of government, and thus incite 


'| them to acts of crime, as Anarchists are wont to do, and did 


do at the fatal Haymarket meeting. If men should ever be 


“ Freethought, as we understand it, stands - 


hung for anything, they certainly should be hung for such ` 


acts as that. 

Government is, of necessity, & compromise. 
ment is absolutely free. Ours is as free as it can be and re- 
serve to itself the right and power to protect itself and its 
citizens. Those people are mistaken as to what is a free 
government. If they don’t like our laws, let them leave the 
country. Our government is free because it protects its 
citizens in all just rights, bestows the greatest blessing on the 
greatest number, and reserves the right and the power 
to protect. itself. 

Again, in noticing a meeting held to welcome late prial 
of foreign Socialists who come here to orate and disturb the 
peace of your city, you say: ** The police were on hand and 
were very officious, but failed to create & disturbance." 
Bah! If Mr. Andrew and Mr. Stevens are with you on this 
subject, and if you all hold the views of Mrs. Helen Wilmans, 
as quoted by you, I regret that you hav not, at least, her 

prudence. 

Finally, I say, Yes, we should maintain the right, and- the 
rights even of an enemy, but we should not maintain nor in- 
dorse the wrongs of either friends or enemies. I think you 
are too tender in your sympathies for the Anarchists for the 
good of your paper and for the good of Liberalism. 

e. L. Carver, M. D. 


Norra SYDNEY, N. S., Oct. 1, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: If you hav room in your best of all papers 
for afew jottings, I will trouble you with a partial account of 
my travels from West to East. We—that is, Mrs. Archibald, 
our little girl, and myself—left. Omaha on September 9th. 
Having some business with Mr. Wettstein, we looked off at 
Rochelle. And let me say right here that I found Brother 
Wettstein a host in himself, nicely situated in a pretty little 
town. We were invited to his house, and there partook of 
‘the good things of life provided by Mis. Wettstein, who isa 


No govern- . 
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lady of refinement, and one who knows. how to make things 
comfortable for both the outer and the inner man. Now, I 
wish to say right here to all readers of Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
-if you want to buy a watch or any jewelry, be sure and send 
to Wettstein; if you want a watch repaired, send to Wett- 
stein. For in either case you will get a better job done or 
a better watch for less money than you could any place else 
that I know of. And at the same time you will be patroniz- 
ing a true Liberal. 
B -In Chicago, the excitement, to a casual observer, had dis- 
`“ appeared, although there is yet an undercurrent of feeling 
Hot goon to subside, and if the penalty of the law is carried 
out on those convicted, the act will never be forgiven. 
In passing through Ontario we see some beautiful country, 
. 88 good as any portion of the United States, if properly man- 
aged. On arriving in the, we might say, ancient city of 
Montreal, we find several extremes. First we notice the 
very narrow streets, which are no better than alleys in 
‘Chicago; but we also find some very fine buildings—though, 
sad to say, the finest are dedicated to superstition. One of 
the finest, not-yet finished, is the bishop’s palace, which is of 
` gigantic proportions, finished so far in the best style. Then 
we became of a religious turn of mind and visited two of 
those holies of holies, houses of God. First we visited the 
Jesuit church, which is a fine building, finished internally in 
splendid shape. The arches are supported with twenty-four 
pillars. It is lighted by seventy-five gas jets, and would hold 
_ Some fifteen hundred people; but this Sunday evening there 
“were about one hundred and fifty dupes in attendance, and 
as near as I could calculate, there were five females to one 
male. All of them, as they came down the aisle, bowed to 
some image, crossed themselvs, and entered their seats. 
Poor slaves! : 
; On Monday we visited the Notre Dame cathedral. There 
you see, at all hours of the day, poor dupes bowing at some 
shrine, crossing themselvs, and saying their prayers; but the 
worst and most disgusting sight I there beheld was several 
women bowing and praying before a horrid sight supposed 
to be Jesus as he hung on the cross. There were, in very 
life-like or natural appearance, the disgusting wounds of the 
nails and the wounds in his side, all-of which were so very 
disgusting that we passed by as quickly as possible, for such 
sights are very offensiv to me. But there they were, wor- 
shiping this hideous sight; and in this case, from actual 
count, there were ten women to one man. My thoughts 
were, Let us Liberals speak out, lend a helping hand, lift 
our sisters out of the superstitious ruts, open the doors of 
education to them, giv them what honestly belongs to them, 
and the rights men claim, and in a short time we will not be 
able to count ten to one in such a place. . 

But now we are in the land of the Mayflower, where for 
the present we purpose to locate, and from whence I will be 
pleased to giv you some jottings from time to time as they 
occur to mein my travels through the country— which, I am 
sorry to say, is full to the overflowing of rank superstition. 

S J. W. AROHIBALD. 


Norru Parma, N. Y., Oct. 3, 1886. 
Mr. Eniror: I hav been thinking for some time that the 
first opportunity I had I should pitch into Brother Macdon- 
ald, and giv him a mild piece of mind, on account of the 
semi-support and comfort which the Chicago Anarchists de- 
rive from the attitude of Taz TRUTH SEEKER in regard to 
them. Not that I entertain the idea that you believe in the 
damnable doctrins and ideas promulgated by them, but by 
even casually reading some of the communications and edi- 
torial comments which appear in Taz TRUTH SEEKER upon 
the deeds and doings of the scoundrels who go by the name 
of Socialists. and Anarchists you can perceive a vein of 
sympathy which they ill deserve. You may reply that 
.Spies, Parsons, and Fielden, did not threw the bomb 
that caused: the brutal murder of the Chicago policemen 
while nobly doing their duty. But I consider Spies guilty 
..88 an accessory to their murder, from the hellish ideas 
which he formulated and published in his paper. Parsons 
. and the rest of the gang are equally responsible for, by their 
treasonable and incendiary speeches, urging the mob to re- 
sort to deeds of violence and murder, in order to redress some 
fancied wrong. I hav not a particle of sympathy for them, 
and hope they will receive their just deserts, which I believe 
to be hanging. I cannot see how intelligent, loyal men, who 
love their country and its good, can for one moment hav one 
particle of fellowship for them. Individuals who came here 
from the slums and gutters of Europe, where they hav suf- 
fered degradation and poverty all of their lives, been poorly 
paid and illy fed and clothed—I say, come here, where the 
laborer is the best paid, fed, clothed, and housed of any 
country in the world, his children schooled, and, if indus- 
trious, temperate, and sober, can lay up something for old 
age—when they come here, and try to tear down society, 
aud undermine good government, and everything else that 
pertains to the good and welfare of the community, it is quite 
time that something should be done to stamp out and coun- 
teract their bad influence. To every good, honest emigrant 
who comes here to.better his condition, and build up a home, 
educate his children, and become a good, loyal citizen, and 
if he has any real wrongs that need redress, endeavor to 
right them, not by the incendiaries’ torch, and murderous 
bomb, but by the ballot—to every such emigrant I will ex- 
tend both hands and giv a cordial welcome. 
Now, Brother Macdonald, Iam not going to flare up and say, 
if you don't do thus and so, I will ‘‘ stop my paper.” Not I. 
For I like the old TRUTH SEEKER too well to do that. But 
-when I read articles published in it and indorsed by its ed- 
itor that my intelligence teaches me will result disastrously to 
the paper and the cause of Liberalism, I.feel it a duty to 
giv a warning note. You must be aware of the fact that 
there are plenty of people who are ready to make Liberalism 
and Anarchism synonymous terms. They confound Infidel- 


ity as only another name for everything that is low and vile. 
Let us teach them by our lives and example that it is a vile 
slander. The majority of the Liberals in this locality are 
among its best and most upright citizens, being found upon 
the side of law and order, temperance and honesty, benev- 
olence and love for their fellow-men. Dr. Samuel Holman, 
a pronounced Liberal, has done more to make the town of 
Parma a practical temperance town than all of the churches 
combined. : J. TOMPKINS. 


. x BreLGRADE, Minn., Sept. 20, 1886. 
Mz. Evrror: An old Freethinker as I am, and having 
come over to this country nearly thirty years ago with the 
very same fundamental principles of Freethought that I hav 
now, I could not help watching the religious as well as the 


social life of the people of this country, who hav and enjoy |: 
a Constitution that says distinctly that the greatest possible: 


happiness of the people was and is its object. What every 
newcomer, with sense- of observation; what every traveler 
from Europe, except from the Puritan parts of England and 
Scotland, will find and be astonished at, is that the life of the 
people in this country, in comparison with continental 
Europe, is so very dull and monotonous. “ What!” exclaims 
the immigrant or traveler, ‘‘such a great country, healthy, 
with plenty of room for everybody—or at least for many 
millions more—with the most fertil soil in all the world, with 
the freest Constitution, and the people, who hav plenty of 
all, and nobody to hinder them in their happiness, leading & 
monotonous social life!" Yes, in spite of all that, it is a 
fact. We soon found out what was the cause—the Puritan 
spirit of the people. ‘Puritan laws and obstructions to men- 
tal and social liberty had indeed been mostly abolished, but 
the people, having been trained under those laws for over 
two hundred years, could not, and at.the present day cannot 
—partially, at least—banish the Puritan spirit. I landed in 
New England—Boston—and stayed there one year, and asked 
myself all the time, ** What is:the use of the greatest political 
liberty to man, if he is deprived of his social liberty—if he 
cannot enjoy his life?” I went to Wisconsin, and there we 
had, and in some places they still hav, social liberty. Life 
then was very pleasant and free. The two most prominent 
parts of the population there, Americans and Germans, were 
living in the best harmony, one learning from the other. 
The Freethinkers among both nations. rejoiced in their mixt- 
ure, and hoped that a new, free, and more joyful social life 
of the people in general would be the result thereof.. We 
started music bands and singing societies, and had excur- 
sions with musie and song—unknown then in New England. 
We celebrated the Fourth of July, when it fell upon a Sab- 
bath, on that day. In short, we worked and enjoyed our. 
selvs. We had our turn-verein, where, as a matter of 
course, mental liberty was cultivated. But it soon changed. 
Puritanism from the East immigrated in full force and went 
to work, destroying all the weaker strongholds of Free- 
thought, and, especially in the country among the farmers; 
all the joyful social life, making the people bigoted and de- 
vout, and, consequently, social life monotonous and dull. 
They enunciated and enforced the old sentence, ora et labora 
—pray and work. Before we could realize it, all our doings 
were simply wicked. Our turn-vereins were wicked, sing- 
vereins: wicked, picnics with beer wicked, excursions with 
beer wicked, Fourth of July on Sunday extremely wicked. 
We were wicked all over. We received private instructions, 
especially from the ladies, like children in the nursery. It 
sounded from all sides: ‘‘ You must not, you must not 1^ 
Why? ‘Because it is wicked and your soul will be lost. 
Go to church and you will do better "—i.e., you will make 
more money. Well, soon the Americans retired from us, 
and we were left alone. The former Freethinking Amer- 
icans kept silent, and gave to churches as much as anybody. 

I admit that we had not always refined social enjoyments. 
How could we with a people of such different grades of edu- 
cation? But we brought at least the sense of social enjoy- 
ment to this country, and if the Americans had not retired 
and had not branded everything we did in that line with, 
** Dutch,” ‘‘Sour-krout,” * Lager and pretzel,” they might 
hav improved and ennobled our public social life and at the 
same time kept away from themselvs the monotony and 
dulness of a Puritan life. They liked and do like lager, but 
for fear of their reverends and their reverend-ridden ladies, 
they went back to their inherited national Bourbon, because 
they could and can hide before their eyes a whisky-bottle, on 
account of its stronger contents and smaller size, better than 
a beer-bottle—one small drink of whisky bringing on the de- 
sired effect quicker than two bottles of lager. So it was 
done and so it is done. 

And where would Prohibition be in any state if the people 
knew that they could get no whisky at all except for real 
sickness? Prohibition is nothing else than voting up the 
bottle of whisky—a poison, as we all admit, and a very dan- 
gerous one, too—and voting down the lager beer, a beverage. 
which has proved its healthful influence on the physical and 
mental constitution of whole nations who hav drunk it for 
thousands of years. He who does not believe that fact on. 


simple assertion from men who know it may go over to 


Germany and see for himself. Prohibition means whisky 


against beer, and a Prohibition man is almost always not. 
free in his heart from the principles of the old Knownoth- | 


ing party. Banish in common life whisky and all these dis- 
tilled drinks and use them only for medicin, and drink beer 
instead, and you will hav a temperate people, and only then. 
The public opinion must be brought to that high standpoint 
which it has in this regard in continental Europe—Russia 
excepted—of holding that à man who drinks. more than one 


small glass of whisky at one sitting loses his character a8 a. 


gentleman in the eyes of the looker-on. f 
Banish the beer as a beverage for social meetings and you 
banish social enjoyment, for the people in general will not 


-enjoy themselvs sitting by & water-bowl, and if all the Pro- | 


hibition men of this continent will stand on their heads and 
insist on the truth of the contrary, then, with social enjoy- 
ment gone, what will the people do, what can they do, 
especially on Sundays, but go to church? This our rever 
ends know too well, and from that—not from our Infidelity, 
for what do they care for the soul of a Dutchman, whom 
they despise deeply on earth ?—comes their intense hatred of 
and opposition to our social enjoyment. A nice, joyful 
social life makes empty churches, and they know that. 
Observing that this Puritan spirit would wipe away every 
bit of earthly joy in this country, we German Freethinkers 
felt.sorry enough and mourned—the more so as we saw that 
we could not even keep our children out_of the general cur- 
rent of superstition. And it is only since late—say fifteen 
years—that we find encouragement, and a good, earnest, 
and strong one, too, from the side of our American fellow- 
citizens; and. you will find us not wanting. ‘One world at 
a time"—good; but let us make this our world so that we 
can enjoy it. -To accomplish that end, we must do away not 
only with religious superstition, but also with whisky—the 
greatest enemies of America. Prohibition is the third, be- 
cause it works—known or unknown to the worker—arm-in- 
arm with whisky and destroys personal liberty in a worse de- 
gree than all the. despotic governments of the world com- 
bined. Rather liv in Russia than in Iowa or Kansas; rather 
livin Rome than in a Puritan state; rather send a child to 


"the pope’s own private Sunday-school than to one conducted 


by a hypocritical future bank-defaulter; rather be enveloped 
in the thickest coat of superstition and enjoy life than be the 
freest of Freethinkers and be prohibited from enjoying life. 
Work and joy must be our motto. What is an old, sour 
Prohibitionist good for socially ? VERITAS. 


Barre, Mass., Oct. 2, 286. 

Mz. Eprrog: Hasn’t your correspondent, George Lynn, 
made a mistake? I see in his letter, Oct. 2d, an allusion to 
myself, and wish to say in as far as concerns his insinuation, 
" My Spiritualism does not, did not, rest on any Bouton 
foundation," that my disbelief in Spiritualism does not, did 
not, rest on the exposure of any Bouton fraud, I having had 
for many, many years the best of reasons for believing in the 
non-existence of spirits; consequently the Bouton exposure 
was no confirmation to me of fraud or guilt. 

It matters not to me whether George Lynn and ‘all 
Spiritualists".are moved or '*unmoved at this exposure ;” 
there is the solid fact and they can do what they please 
with it. 

Mr. Lynn’s flings at the ** I told you so’s’” and '** I knew 
it’s?” comes with a very ill grace from one who uses nearly a 
column and a half of Tux TRUTH SEEKER bewailing the in- 
tolerance of Liberals, and comparing such to ‘‘intolerant, 
persecuting Christians,” who, he says, ‘will hav general 
cause of jubilation as they observe what splendid imitators 
many Liberals are of those peculiar traits that we said Chris- 
tians alone would manifest." 

Mr. Lynn is at liberty to ask Mr. Walser if “I” did not 
“tell him so” five months previous to the fire, describing 
the trap-door and other appurtenances during these five 
months precisely as the fire revealed them, for “I knew it" 
just as well as if I had performed the tricks myself; and, 
more than this, I knew who were Dr. Bouton's assistants; 
and had I not a right to tell Mr. Walser what "I knew" 
when I saw him so unmercifully deceived? Why, Mr. 
Lynn, are you not ** happy to the full whenever a Dr. Bon- 
ton or some similar fraud is exposed?” You being a Spirit- 
ualist, one would suppose you would be more happy than 
myself to detect imposture in your ranks, if it existed, and 
bring the perpetrators to justice. I confess I was ‘‘ happy,” 
but not “ to the full "—that cannot be until the last fraud is 
detected, exposed, and eradicated—but I was happy that the 
fire had revealed unmistakably to the eyes of Mr. Walser, 
and others, what I had failed to make him perceive; for, like 
too many others, he was so sure there could be no collusion, 
that instead of examining, as I begged him to do, he only 
attempted to argue the question with me. I say this with 
all due respect to Mr. Walser's sincerity and honesty, for 
honest he most assuredly was, as honest as you and other 
similar victims. Mind you, I do not call you, him, and 
others ‘‘ mud-slingers," ‘‘ dirt battalions,” and similar names, 
and use such malignant epithets as I hav had applied to me 
by the opposition. This shows for itself which is the most 
intolerant. . 

If you “elect to go with the latter" (Heywood and 
Walker) I'm glad you told ns so, recent developments in the 
Walker case having proved where he stands practically on 
the subject you introduced. As for me, I still stand where 
I always did, and am very happy to find Messrs. Walser and 
Stewart on the same side of the question as myself. 

‘‘For one, I would rather be gagged by Christianity than 
by any Puritanic form of Liberalism.” ‘ Gagged!” Who 
wishes to gag Mr. Lynn? I’m sure I don’t. If he refers to 
the late attempt of Mr. Walser’s to prevent promiscuity from 
overruling his colony, I pity him. I consider that Mr. Wal- 
ser had a perfect right to try, by all lawful and laudable 
means, to prevent such a calamity, for what respectable per- 
son would desire to settle in a colony of promiscuists ? 

As to temperance, it is nearly sixty years since I made my 
first effort in that .direction, as I can prove by living wit- 
nesses, and that effort was a practical one, I using every 
cent of money I had.ever possessed to hire a boy two years 
younger than myself not to drink New England rum with 
his father's workmen—and that boy was my own brother. 
And from that hour to this I hav never ceased my efforts in 
the cause of temperance, advocating Prohibition in my 
lectures while the masses opposed it. 

It is hard for me, I admit, to tolerate intemperance, 
promiscuity, and fraud, but the hardest of all to bear is the 
very intolerance which Mr. Lynn condemns, resulting in 
flings, sarcasms, misrepresentations, and as odious names 
and epithets as a bar-room politician can use against his 
rival But I forbear, Let ushav peace. Erza E. Gissom.. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
_ this Corner should be sent. 


** Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


The Benevolent Bishop. 


FROM THE GERMAN. 
‘A pious old bishop went out for a stroll ; 
Fat, rosy, content from his feet to his poll, 
No hope of the future earth’s comfort denied, 
The goods of the present him quite satisfied. 


With beneficent smile he passed down the street, 

When a poor luckless beggar he happened to 
meet, i 

* My lord,” cried the beggar, “Im down in my 
luck, s 

And gen for a dinner I really am stuck ; 


* If, out of your plenty, a dollar you'll spare, 

My days that are dark will appear clear and fair.” 
“A dollar! Why, man, you must surely be mad! 
Pray, why didn't you ask me for all that I had?” 


**'Then giv me a half, it will help my need sore, . 

I'll glad take a half if I cannot get more." . 

* You're crazy!” the bishop cried out in his 
wrath; i 

«Td as soon giv the whole as giv you a half,” 


* Then please giv a quarter—that’s little enough; 

Hav tender regard for my lot that is tough.” 

“No! no!” cried the bishop; “nothing such will 
I do; 

Do I look hke a man to giv quarter to you?” 

“Then giv me a cent—that much you'll not miss— 

And the hem of your coat I humbly will kiss.” 

Without any “hem,” and without any “ha,” 

The bishop éried out, * Now get you gone far! 

Or else, by my faith, my design shall not fail 

To hay you arrested and taken to jail.” 


* My lord! Be not harsh, some compassion pray 
feel; i 

For, see at your feet I most anxiously kneel. 

My lord ! Let your blessing my sorrows enfold, 

It may bring me luck somewhere else to get 
gold.” 


Oh! broad was the smile on the bishop's broad 
face; 

As the beggar he saw in that lowly place! 

“My son! that IIl] giv,” and his hands he 
stretched out, 

When up sprang the beggar, and said, with a 
shout, 

“Tf your blessing to you had been worth a penny, 

You'd not giv it. No! Thanks, I'll go without 
any. 

I think in my heart that you couldn’t be worse; 

I’m sure that your blessing is not worth a curse !” 

—fN. Childs. 


————— 9 $-9— — —— — 
Why Freethought Is Superior To 
Christianity. 

(Three months ago, through the kindness of a 
friend, we were enabled to offer three dollars as a 
prize for the best essay on Freethought—~its supe- 
riority over Christianity—competitors to be under 
twenty years of age. We print to-day the well- 
written essay on the above-named subject that 
takes the prize,—Ep. C. C.1 

Did you notice a picture that appeared in 
the Jronclad Age over a year ago? It was 
the death-bed of a vivisectionist. AN the 
ghosts of animals he had murdered thronged 
around him in the most horrible form, dogs, 
cats, and rabbits staring in his face. If he 
turned from one, he would face another. 

The mind that is enslaved by Christianity is 
in the same condition. Itis not free. Itisa 
slave to the most hideous tales. 
grins in its face, daring it to take refuge in 
the pursuit of knowledge. 

The mind that is free daily becomes more 
enlightened, soaring on the brilliant wings of 
thought. It can dive deep into the mysteries 
of the past. It can investigate the cause of 
life. It can appreciate the sublime and the 
beautiful. It can soar up among the worlds 
that render night beautiful, without thinking 
they are just small sparks of fire put there 
for no purpose. Freethought diffuses its 
knowledge among others. The very name of 

` Freethought pictures all that is kind, gentle, 
noble, and grand; something that is ever 
struggling to rise. 

The history of Christianity is all that is 
wicked, torturing, lawless, and conservativ. 
Christianity is attempting to pull progress 
down, while Freethought is ever helping it to 
rise. Christianity prowls around filling peo- 
ple’s minds with fables that are so big there 
is no room for anything else. 

What is there worse than a mind not free? 

When I was very small I used to read the 
Bible, all about the plagues that Moses and 
God inflicted on Pharaoh. It invariably says, 
“ And the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart.” 
I thought it very strange that God would 
harden his heart and then punish him because 
it was hardened. I did not ask anyone to ex- 
plain it, as I thought it would be sin to even 
be surprised at anything God did, much less 
doubt that it was right. So it is with older 
Christians. Christianity inspires its victims 


The devil |. 


with the fear that God will open the earth 
and swallow them up. It bids everybody-be 
miserable, so as to be able to enjoy heaven 
hereafter. It teaches us that the devil con- 
trols enjoyment. Freethought teaches us to 
be happy now. ^n 

Freethinkers areintelligent, whilethe weak- 
est-minded people are Christians. The ne- 
groes are a very religious race of people, and 
very ignorant. It has always been a mystery 
why any intelligent people would take up 
with such a horrible branch of religion as 
Christianity. pan PIE 

Christianity is very unjust to women; it 
bids them know nothing only what they can 
learn by asking their husbands at home. 
Freethought teaches them to be ever on the 
search for knowledge, not to be safely con- 
tented with what is told them, but to be truth 
seekers themselvs. 

It is dreadful—a religion that weakens 
women’s minds. Christianity has for age 
after age harped on the subject of woman’s 
inferiority, until it has at last convinced her 
that she is a miserable wretch created simply 
to brighten life’s journey for some man. 

The mind cannot develop unless it is free. 
What a pitiful sight it is to see the most 
ethereal part of man, the mind, clogged up 
with a superstitious fear of hell. Supersti- 
tion and ignorance walk hand in hand. The 
mind of man is what has caused advance- 
ment; let that be free, and the world will not 
fall back into barbarism. All through the 
ages there hav been Freethinkers who hav 
made valuable discoveries. Yes, in spite of 
all opposition, their minds were free and far- 
seeing. 

How did Christianity reward these Free- 
thinkers who did so much for the world’s 
advancement ? | 

It slew them. It built fires and burnt them. 
Imagin-the noble Bruno burning; hissing 
flames curling around him, baking the flesh 
ere life is extinct; the scene made more hid- 
eous by the presence of sleek, fat, and gloat- 
ing monks. Only to think how a noble man, 
who sought only to do good, was martyred, 
was tortured that he might confess that he 
had done wrong. That is the way Christian- 
ity treats those who do not believe in it. 
Freethought begs everybody to think freely, 
and therefore admits of no persecution. 

Christianity has always been an enemy to 
knowledge and philosophy. Recall the his- 
tory of Hypatia. She was a pagan philos- 
opher, both young and beautiful. She 
endeavored to spread her advanced ideas 
among her fellow-creatures, and the wisest 
people went to hear her lectures. She was 
not a Christian.. A mob was excited. One 
morning when she started to the hall in which 
she lectured, she was seized by a mob of 
bishops and monks; they dragged her along 
the road most cruelly and killed her. After 
she was dead they scraped the flesh from her 
bones. : 

This is the way Christianity rewarded phi- 


losophy. She was the last of the ancient f 


philosophers. Christianity got possession of 
progress, and the world relapsed into the 
Dark Ages. JDaRLINA BELL (age 18 years). 
Overton, Ga. . 
——— 99-9 —————— 
Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—PROBLEM. 


The sum of the squares of two numbers is 
125 and the square of their sum is 225. What 
is their product? Ws. Soorr. 

Osceola Mills, Pa. 


2.—PUZZLE. 


A common sound in time of war. 
3.—WORD ENIGMA. 

The first three letters, at a glance, 
Will show the vital juice of plants ; 
The last three letters, you must know, 
An adverb used past time to show. 
A central letter still is seen 
Just like the first one, placed between ; 
And this with those by fours combines, 
-First, showing military mines; 
Neat, starch of palms in little grains, 


Webster the whole, ** Swiss cheese,” explains. . 


The central three away you take— 
Reversed 'tis Egypt’s hooded snake), 
d still, though strange, there yet remains 
That same palm starch in little grains. 
And now within this cheese-rim bound 
Behold what may reversed be found; 
So bound, first is elastic, rare, . 
A fluid in the form of air; 
The nert, of letters also three, 
A noted mineral spring we see. 
Reversed in these from side to side 
Fair Cleopatra’s bane is spied, 
That venomed reptil of the Nile, 
Unmoved by even her sweet smile. 
Reversed within this cheese once more, 
Instead of five read letters four, 
‘CA quick, convulsiv, painful breath,” 
In human weakness tells of death. 
J. P. K. BAKER. 


Easy rebus for little puzzlers. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN’S OORNEB, 


OOTOBER 2, 1886. 
1.-Education. 2.-In plumbago (Pencil. 
veiny). . 
Sorvrers.—H. J. Messinger, Medora Clay. 
+ — —— ——— 


Correspondenee. 


. WHEELER, ILL., Sept. 29, 1886. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I am nine years old. I 
hav two brothers and two sisters. We liv on 
a farm four miles from Wheeler. We went 
to hear Mr. Bell lecture. The house was 
full. He made the people laugh at what he 
said. Pa brought him home with us the next 
day. He said he would show pa how to play 
old sledge, and pa beat him. We had a good 
time while Mr. Bell was here. I would like 

to hav the little girls write to me. 
Emma E. Hess. 


Baxter SPRINGS, Kan., Sept. 27, 1886. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I did not see any letter 
in the Children’s Corner this week, so I 
thought I would write one. I am at my 
grandpa’s, yet my letter took him by sur- 
prise, as I intended it shoald. I think he 
livs in the pleasantest part of the city. His 
house fronts two streets—Main on the west, 
and Council on the south. It is one block 
east from the school-house, and one block 
west of the Chalybeate Springs. We can see 
the bath. house and the band-stand from here. 
The grove is so tall and thick we cannot see 
the pagodas where the springs are. The 
park is a great resort for pleasure-seekers ; 
there is a picnic every few days there. 
Thanks for the book I received from Oregon. 
Julia D. Smith, received your kind letter. 
Wil send you my photo when I get one 
taken; also, some patches for your quilt. 
Thanks for the flowers. Write again. Grand- 
pa thinks Taz TRUTH SEEKER the best paper 
printed. He wishes everyone would read 
'* The Church and its. Influence,” commenced 
in the issue of September 18th, on the 594th 
page. Excuse mistakes. I will try and do 
better next time. Brrtua M. Ferris. 


Sya DALEVILLE, IND., Sept 29, 1886. 
Miss Susan H. Wrxon: I hav desired to 
write to you since I hav been reading Tue 
TEUTH SEEKER. Last night I went to a rally, 
one might call it, but they called it a meeting. 
Such whooping and yelling I never heard. 
They would all pray at once for awhile, then 
part would sing, part would talk, part would 
pray, and the other part would dance, all at 
once. They had seven trances. One little 
boy went in four trances and didn't know 
what he was doing it for; they made him be- 
lieve that if he didn't do so he would go to 
the bad place, as some of them call it; he 
was like some of the elder ones, he didn't 
know any better. Then there was a youn 
woman went in three trances; she woul 
always manage to get to & certain young man 
before she fell in her trances. Some of the 
converts would say, ' You know me, and 
hav known me all my life.” So we hav, and 
there never was & harder set in the country. 
One of them says he was cured of the rheum- 
atism by the power, but I can't swallow it. 
We hav some friendsthat areas good people as 
ever breathed. Because they are Freethinkers, 
these fools will talk and bemean them till a 
dog wouldn'tlick their blood. The converts 
say, ' There's no man, woman, or child that 
will get up and say there is no heaven and 
hell, and such power as they hav, and that 
Christ is not the son of God, and prove it by 
the Bible." I am thinking they are a little 
off. There are & great many smarter men 
than they are. There is Robert Ingersoll, 
Mr. Reynolds, Cousin John Remsburg, and 
several more men that could get away with 
them so quick they wouldn't know where 
they were or ever would be, and here they 


will get down on there all fours, one might. 


say, and point upwards, no difference what 
time it was. The: geography tells me the 
earth turns round. Pd like to know what 
makes them point upwards, for they surely 
must stand on their heads a part of the time. 
My father takes Tne TRUTH Seeker; my 
mother is a Freethinker, and so am I, and 

the rest of the family. I guess I will close 
for this time, for I expect I hav written so 


much nonsense it wil be good for the waste 
basket. Anyway, if it does, I wil! hope good 
success to the Children’s Corner. R 
: SALLIE REMSBURG. 
P.S.—I will send for some questions for 
the Christians as soon as I can. &. A. R. 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF ` 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 


35 Cents Each. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howlànd 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; J. M. Pryse and J. 
M. Burgler, Printers, This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 
prise, the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and generally 
to the practical solution of the problem of Integral 
Co-operation. 
months; 95 cents for three months. 


THE ORDER OF CREATION 


A Discussion Between : 
Gladstone, Huxley, Muller, 
Linton. Reville, . 
On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
OONTENTS: 


I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. 
W. E. Gladstone. 


ByHon. 


IL The Interpreters of Genesis and the Inter- 


By Prof, T. H. Huxley. 


preters of Nature. 
By Prof. Max 


III. Postscript to Solar Myths. 
Muller. DW 
IV. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial. 
By Hon. W. E. Gladstone. j ; 
V. Dawn of Creation. An Answer to Mr. Glad- 
stone. By Albert Reville, D.D. 
VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. By Prof. T. H. . 


Huxley. r : rae 
VII. A Protest anda Pleå. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 
on. 


This is a new book and contains the latest discus- 
sion on the mistakes of Moses. The names of the 
participants are a guarantee of its able character, 

Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Pl., New York 


THE RISE OF 


INTELLECTOAL LIBERTY 


From Thales to Copernicus. 


By FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND, Author of "The 
Reign of the Stoics.” ‘ 


tt This is a book not only to be read once, but te 
be kept and referred to, and à 
year to year. It is a guide-book of Liberalism’ 
through the past centuries prior to 1600, the era of . 
Copernicus and Bruno, It does not take the place: 
of other histories like Gibbon, Hallam, or Lecky, 
but it makes them intelligible by pointing out the 
white light that has been cast upon the lurid 
clouds of ignorance, superstition, and cruelty, 
from the little stream of Freethought that has 
flowed in its ragged, broken, and obstructed course 
down through on 
realm of Memory and Admonition.” 


Octavo; 458 pp. 


J. E. Remsburg's Works. 


False Claims Revised and Enlarged. 
Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled, ong 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality ; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 

Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 

the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 

Antislavery Reform ; the Woman's Rights 

Movement; the 

Church and the 


Bible Mora!s. 


PRICE, $3.50. 


the Temperance Reform; 
Republic. 


Twenty Crimes and 


Vices Sanctioned by Scripture: Falsehood and : 


Deception ; Cheating: Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o 

Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals ; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft ; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities, 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
&nd handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Bun at Arguments; Origin of Christian Bab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
abbath during the Middle Ages: The Purit an 
abbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
aLw8 Price, 95 cents; six copies, 51.02. 


The Bile Analyzed. + 


John R. Kelso, A.M. 
CONTENTS: 

The Old Testament.—The New Testament.—The 
Creation.—The Deluge.—The Exodus.—The Mira- 
pies cf the Bible.—The Errors of the Bible.—The 

rophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Bible.—The 
Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 
ns Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 

vior. : : 

“Grown octavo, 833 Pp. . Splendidly executed. Sent 
by mail, post paid. Price, $8.00. . 


Bible Fabrications Refuted . 


and 
The Errors of the Bible Exposed. 
E ` BY 0. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., 
f 33 Clinton Place, New York. 
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Price, $1 & year;,50 cents for six - 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


CALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
OANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1.2 Yonge st., Toronto 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. - 
.T. Olappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
- ‘IDAHO, 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
5 INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. |. 
_T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
; .- KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 
MAINE. 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
Mills). 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
- MICHIGAN. š 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids.. 
S. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. 
Dr. Wolff, 620 North 5th street, St, Louis. 
. Joseph L. Andrew, Liberal. 
i MONTANA. 
O. B. Whitford, Butte City. 
NEBRASKA. . 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
: NEW YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 


. OHIO. 
N. Hexter, 808 Superior street, Cleveland. 


Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 


, . OREGON, 
Wm. Chance, Astoria. 
F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

Dr. J. H. Rhodes, 315 North 10th st., Phila. 
. George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 

H. Clay Luse, Waynesburg. 

W. F. Schade, 8,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
| TENNESSEE. 

Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 

TEXAS. 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 


UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
D. F. Keeler, Park oity. 
W. F. Reybould, Balt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 


VIRGINIA. 
Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker, Snowville. 
ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. 


Robt. G. Ingersoll’s 
OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 


in the suit of the 
Bankers? snd Merchants’ 
5 graph Company 
against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company. 


Tele- 


: ——o— 

Bo many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that THE TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli- 
cal Works. 
By THOMAS PAINE, 
“The Author-Hero of the Revolution,” 
Price, Single Copies, ane Six copies for 


D 


THE CRISIS. 
Eum Py Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
` Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . . . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 
ration.” 


Price, 35 cents, 


For either of these works, or any of Paine’s 
writings, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, ` 
33 Clinton ]'lace, New York. 


BIBLE MYTHS 


AND THEIR 


" Parallels in Other Religions. 


Being a Comparison of the Old and New Testa- 
ment Myths and Miracles with those of 
heathen nations of Antiquity, Con- 
sidering also their Origin 
and Meaning. With 
numerous illus- 
trations. 

The object of the work 18 to point out the myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound ; 
to show that they were held in common with other 

- nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning, 

“Tt is unquestionable true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else so accessible as they are now made 
in the work before us."—N. Y. Sun. 

1 vol, 8vo. Cloth, About 600 pages. 


Price, $2.50. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Olinton Place, New York. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 


PRICE, TWENTY-FIVE CENTS. 
^ —THE— 


TRUTH SEEKER 
ANNUAL. 
drecthinhers Almanac. 


1 886 (x. 286). 


WITH THIRTY PORTRAITS OF DISTINGUISHED 
EUROPEAN FREETHINKERS, SCIENTISTS, AND 
PHILOSOPHERS, AND MANY OTHER 
i ILLUSTRATIONS. 


CONTENTS: 
Calendar for 1886; Freethought in the United 
States, 1885; How the Church Filches from the 
State; Public Contributions to the Church; The 
Religion of Crime; Chaplains in our Army and 
Navy; The Higher Life, by Courtlandt Palmer ;: 
My Dream, by Samuel P. Putnam; The American 
Secular Union; Statistics of Our Foreign Born 
Population; The Curate of Churnside. (Selected 
story.) By Jas. Payne; How Voltaire Died, by the 
Editor: The fron Virgin; Religious Divisions of 
the World; Paine Memorial Hall (illustrated); 
The Story of 1885; Immigration to the U. 8. 
1820-1884; Freethought in Australia; Freethought 
on the Continent; ubiects of Illustration; Free- 
thought Journals; ligious Denominations; 
Area and Value of Farms; Population of Large 
Cities; Liberal Lecturers. ~~. ` í 


ILLUSTRATIONS: 


Lick Observatory, Girard College, Philadelphia, 
Freethought Hall, Waco, Texas (intenor view); 
Freethought Hall, Waco, Texas (exterior view); 


The Tent, Iron Virgin, Paine Hall, Moncure D. 
Conway; Saladin, Annie Besant, Mary Wollstone-: 
craft, G. Foote, Austin Holyoake, J. S. Mill, 


George Eliot, Geo. Standring, Ernst Maeckel, 
Auguste Comte, Edward Gibbof, Mag Muller, 
Thos, Huxley, Voltaire, Chas. Darwin, Rousseau, 
Humboldt, Byron, Shelley, David Hume, Goethe, 
Robert Burns, Richard Carlile, Herbert Spencer, 
Castelar, Bradlaugh, Chas. A. Watts, J. A. Froude, 
John Tyndall. 


NEW YORK: 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
38 CLINTON PLACE. 


BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, itis now known to be the work of W. 
H. BURB, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
Forsale at this office. 


LITHOGRAPHS 


CHARLES DARWIN 


Admirers of the Great Naturalist, and practically! 
the father of Evolution, will be glad to know that 
we hav a fine lithograph of for sale—size 
1834x24 inches on heavy pete aper. Framed, the 
Picture will make a splendid ornament for the. 
parlors of Freethinkers. Price, 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Pl., New York. 


Sabath- Breaking, 


BY J. E. REMSBURG. 
Author of “False Claims,” ‘Bible 
l Morals,” Ete. i 


The best and most thorough work ever written 


on the Sunday Question from.a rational Point of 


view. 


Large and Handsome Print. 
SINGLE COPIES, =. a 25 cents.: 
Six CoPIES, - - - $1.00.. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
38 Clinton Place, New York. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
BY W. 8. BELL. ` 


“Tam very much pleased with it, and I wish the 
seventy thousand ministers of this country were 
oblige n purchase the pamphlet and read every 
word of it.’ 


Price 15 cents. 
tf29 


For sale at this office. 


ADAMI AND HEVA, | 
BY 8. P. PUTMAM. 


A poetic version of the Indian Story of the Gar- 
den of Eden, in which its superiority to the muti-~ 
lated copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. 

PRICE, 10 CENTS. - 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
R 38 Olinton Placé,, New York. 


Price, 25 cents, 


S. P. Putnam’s Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and. Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts, 
* A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day."—John 

: Swinton’s Paper. . 
“The 


Golden Throne, a Romance. 
author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is within him. The bookisfilled with 
manly thoughts, expressed in manly words— 
the transcript of am nly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ "—INGERSOLL. $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century Ju- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me; with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”—Dr. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 
other ostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 
For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
88 Clinton Place, New York, 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


The History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and lettered. Price, $1.25, CowTENTS: 

Section I. Definition of Freethought and its 

Early St; les for Life. Section ll. at it 

Owes to Mohammedanism, Section IIT, Free- 

thought Martyrs and Confessors. Section IV. 

Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 

Beventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Sec- 

V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
Century. 

The American Secular Union; its 
Necessity, and the Justice of its Nine Demands. 
(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll.) 
82 pagesin cover. Price, 10 cts. 

Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Christian Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh, | Con- 
tents : The Origin of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1, . 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. 


—— ——| Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
| SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 


Watts are published at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS BACH : Defense of Secular Principles; 
. Is the Bible ‘Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible: [Freethought an 
ern Progress; Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
larism; Science and Bible. Antagonistic ; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. For all o: 
the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


KERSEY GRAVES’S WORKS. 


Sixteen Saviors or None, By Krr- 
SEY GRAVES, auther-of the World's Sixteen 
“Crucified Saviors; The Bible of Bibles, and 
Biography of Satan. Paper, 75 cents; cloth, $i. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thousand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
delineation of the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of their doctrins. Price, $2. 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 35 cents. 


The World’s Sixteen Crucified Say- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing new and startling revelations in 
religions history, which disclose the oriental 
origin of all the doctrines, principles, precepts, 

nd miracles of the Christian New Testament. 
and furnishing a key for unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 
history of sixteen_oriental crucified gods. $2. 
Addréss THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
. 38 Clinton Place. New York. 


WHAT'S TO BE DONE? 
A NIHILISTIC ROMANCE. 


By N. G. TOHERNYCHEWSKY. With a portrait 
of the Author. Translated by BENJ. 
UCKER. 


Written in Prison.. Suppressed by the Czar. The 
Author Over Twenty Years an Exile in Sibe- 
ria. Russian Edition worth $600 a Copy. 
First American Edition Exhauste 
in Four Days. Second now 
ady. . Elegant 
Volume. of 


330 
Pages, 
PRESS COMMENTS: 


To call the book the “Uncle Tom's Cabin” of 
quien is scarcely extravagance.—Boston Adver- 

er. 

It is perhaps the book which has most power- 
fully influenced the youth of Russia in their 
growih into Nihiliam, and it is remarkable and 
noteworthy as a work which has played so impor- 
tanta part in the political and social history of 
the century.—Boston Courier. — | . 

Asa revelation of folk life it is invaluable; we 
hav no other Russian pictures that compare with 
it.—Providence Star. tk 

The characters are so stron, ly and vividly drawn 
that the interest in their fate becomes intense as 
the thread of the narrativ is slowly unwound.— 
Boston Saturday Evening Gazette. Mee 

en we come to consider the publication of 
such books as Flaubert's *Salammbo " and Tcher- 
nychewsky’s “ What's To Be Done?" we cannot 


| avoid the conclusion that something must hav 


happened. to the society for the suppression of 
indecent literature.—St. Louis Republican, 


In cloth, $1; paper, 75 cents. 


dross THE TH SEEKER 
a TED Glinton Place, New York, 


THE HUMBOLDT LIBRARY. 


Price 15 cents each number, unless otherwise marked, 


1. Light Science for Leisure Hours. A series of 
. familiar essays on astronomical and other 
natural phenomena. By Richard A, Proc- 
tor, F.R.A.S. : 
2 The Forms of Water in Clouds and Rivers, Ice 
and Glaciers. 19 illustrations. By John Tyn- 
dall, F.R.S. 
8. Physics and Politics. An application of the 
principles of Natural Science to Po tica] 
ociety. By Walter Bagehot, Author 
“The English Constitution.” E. 
4. Man's Place in Nature. With numerous illus- 
trations. By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. S 
-6, Education, Intellectual, Moral, and Physical. 
By Herbert Spencer, - ; 
6, Town Geology. With Appendix on Coral and 
Coral Reefs. By Charles Kingsley. 
7. Conservation of Energy. With numerous Illug- 
trations. By Balfour Stewart, LL.D. i 
8, Study of Lan agos brought back to its Trua 
principles. By C. Marcel. 
9, The Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer. 
10. Theory of Sound in its Relation to Music. 
Numerous illustrations, By By Prof. Pietro 
Blaserna. 
11. ee eruat on the River Amazon, * ie 
ord o. years’ travel. By Henry Walter 
12, J Bates, F.L.8. Not sold separately. 
18. Mind and Body. The theories of their rela- 
tions. By Alexander Bain, LL.D. 
14, The Wonders of the Heavens, _ 82 illustrations. 
By Camille Flammarion. 
15. Longevity. The means of prolonging life after 
middle age. By John Gardner, MD. í 
Origin of Species. By Thomas H. Huxley, 


Progress: Its Law and Cause, With other dis- 
* quisitions. By Herbert Spencer. 


. Lessons in Electricity, 60 illustrations. Br 
John Tyndall, F.R.S. EE: 
By 


. Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. 
A Romanos of Astronomy. By R. Kalley Miller, 


16, 
ir. 


Richard A. Proctor, 


. The Physical Basis of Life, with oth says. 
By Thomas H. Huxley, ERS. nee 
. Seeing and_ Thinking, illi; i 
Cuore, e P7 Wiliam Kingdon 
. Scientifio Sophisms. A Mac od of cament 
eories cence nin, OMB, Apes, ani ; 
By Samuel Wainwright, DD. ^ "s 


. Popular Scientific Lectures. Illustrated. By 
rof. H. Helmholtz, ; eias j 
. Origin of Nations. By Prof. Gco. Rawli uv 
Oxford University. inis "E poumon 
3 Ts Evolutionist at Large By Grant Allen, 
. History of Landholdin, England, 
Joseph Fisher, ERES. ETR Py 
. Fashion in Deformity, at illustrated in the 
customs of Barbarous aud Civilized Races, 
Numerous Ulustrations. By William Henry 
Fiower, F.R.S.. 
29, Facts and Fictions of Zoology, Numerous 
illustrations. By Andrew Wilson, Ph. D. 


20, \ Study of Words. By Richard Ohenevix 
Trench. 


Hereditary Traits and other Essays. By Rich- 
ard A. Proctor. 
33. Vignettes from Nature. By Grant Allen, 
. Philosophy of Style. By Herbert Spencer, 
. Oriental Religions. By John Caird, Pres, 
niv. Glasgow, and Others, 
36. Lectures on Evolution. Illustrated, By Prof, 
T. H. Huxley, 
87, Six Lectures on Light. Illustrated. By John 
Tyndall. ] ] 


2 Geological Sketohes, . By Archibald Geikie, 


40, The Evidence of Organic Evolution. By Geo, 
J. Romanes, FRA dea sd 


41. Current Discussions in Science. By W. M. 
Williams, F.C.S. 
42. History of the Science of Politics. By Freder- 


ick Pollock. 
43. Darwin and Humboldt. By Professor Huxley, 
Professor Agassiz, and others. 
44.1 Dawn, of History. By C. F. Keary, of the 
45. British Museum. 
46. Discases of Memory. By Th. Ribot. Tyan. 
slated from the French by J. : Fitzgerald. 
17. hila igod of Religions. By Edward Qlodd, 


48. Lifein Nature. Illustrated. By Jas. Hinton, 

49. The Sun: its Constitution; its Phenomena; 
its Condition. By Judge Nathan T, Carr, 
Columbus, Ind. 

2 Money and the Mechanism of Exchange. By 

51.f Prot. W. Stanley Jevons, F.R.8, 

82. Diseases of the Will, pr Th, Ribot. Trans 
lated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. ] 

53, Animal Automatism, and other Essays, By 
Prot. T. H. Huxley, F.R.8. 

54. Birth and Growth of Myth. By Edwar 
pana y y Edward Clodd, 

55. Scientific Basis of Morals, and other E: E 
By William Kingdon Clittard, F.R.S. Taunya 


at Illusions, By James Sully, 


58.) The Origin of Species. By Charles Darwin. 

59.5 Two double numbers, 30 cents each. 

80. Childhood of the World, By Edward Cloda, 

61. Miscellaneous Essays, By Richard A, Proctor, 

62. Religions of the Ancient World. By Prof. Geo, 
Rawlinson, University of Oxford. Doubly 
number, 30 cents. : ; 

83. Progressive Morality, By Thomas Fowler, 
LL. president of Corpus Christi College, 

x " 

64. Distribution of Animals and Plants. By A. 
“ussel Wallace and W. T. manat Dyer, 

65, Conditions of Mental Development; and other 
Essays. By Wm. Kingdon Clifford. 

66. Technical Education; and other Essays. By 
Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.8, 

67. The Black Death. An Account of the Greni 
Pestilence of the Fourteenth Centur». 4 

F. C. Hecker. 

68. Special number, 10 cents.) Three Essay 

erbert Spencer. 

69. (Double Number, scents). Fetichism : A Cap 
tribution to Anthropology and the. Histor: 
of Religion. By Fritz Schultze, Ph.D, Trans- 
aed rom the German by J, Fitzgera 

70. Essays Speculativ and Practical, By Herber-. 
Spencer. 

71. Anthropology. By Daniel Wilson, LL.D. 

. With Appendix on Archeology. By E. B. 
Tylor, F.R.S. 

72. The Dancing Mania or the Middle Ages, B 

73. F. C. Hecker, M.D. EO OE 

73. Evolution in History, Language, and Soeienee, 
Four Addresses delivered at the London 
Ce Palace School of Art, Science, and 
Literature. 

74, The Descent of Man; and seleotion in relation 

Sex. By Charles Darwin, In § parts 
15 cents each. 


Add~-ss THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
83 Clinton Place, New Bork 


dloetry. 


Life. 
. The hill of life is rugged; rough, and high, 
Bo he who must its summit make, or try; 
Should search not long for graded paths to tread. 
But grasp his pick or spade and dash ahead, 
: s And he'll succeed. 


Through bog and bramble, over flood and stone, . 


: He hews his pathway to the hights alone, 


Where "mid the grandeur of ethereal snow, 
He lays aside his pick and—flits below. 
Buch is life. 


What else is life, what mission to fulfill, 
Except to climb this rugged, rocky hill— 
To leave youth's sunny plains and blindly grope 
Across the summit, down the other slope— 
To be forgotten? 


` They say that “life is real,” and “the grave 


Is not its goal;” that “blood of Gods will save.” 
O man! of millions crossing the divide, 
Who has reported from the other side, 

Or told the tale alike? 


The question, whether life would be his choice, 
Is never offered him to giv his voice, ` 
Yet nature forms him blindly to fulfill 
Her purposes, and clamber up this hill, 
As best he can. 


Through all past time he did not liv, nor knows 
Of grief nor gladness in that long repose. 
Upon a time he’)! pass the summit o'er 
And differ not from what he was before— 
A part of nature. 


We only know he lived from marks he made 
Along his pathway with his pick or spade. 
How earnestly he labored, or how well, 
These fading marks are all that’s left to tell. 
‘And this is Ufe. ` 


Nor sacrifice nor prayer can furnish cause 

To change the permanence of nature’s laws ; 
All throbbing life within her wide domain 

Is but secretion, activ in her frame, : 
And must within her boundless realms remain. 


Omaha, Neb. Go. SMITH. 


i ——————— —9 999 — —————- 
Grandma Theology to €. B. Rey- 


nolds. 


Oh, Mr. Reynolds, deary me! 
What hev yu ben a-doin’? 

What wicked ways and crooked paths 
Hev yu ben found pursuin'? 

Yu ought ter no ef yu blasphemed, 
God's righteous indignation 

Would sarch for yu on Jersey sile, 
And hurl yu tu damnation. 


Wy; Mr. Reynolds, don’t yu no 
That God himself repented 

He'd manufactured human folks, 
Coz they got discontented? 

An’ now yu go to plagin’ him 
By tellin’ Jersey pepul 

That they can save themselvs without 
A parson or a steepul ! 


Wy, Mr. Reynolds, ain't yu 'fraid 
Yu'll die without a warnin’, 

An’ God will hide his eyes from yu* 
Becoz yu've ben a-scornin'? 

He'll laf at yure calamity, t 
And mock tu see yure frightnin’; 

I tel yu wot, that da'll be wuss 
Than modern Jersey lightnin'. 


I gess yu'll wish that yu had ben 
A reglar mean old sinner, 

Aw’ lied, an’ swore, an’ murdered, tu, 
An’ stole yure Sunday dinner ;: 

For then when yu could do no more, 
Old age an’ chance preventin’, ° 

Yure sins, tho scarlet, white as snow 1 
Would turn by yure repentin’, ” 


Yu'd best repent at once, or else 
Ywl hear on judgment mornin’, 
When goats are called, this sentence just : 
“ For C. B. Reynolds's scornin'* 
Three weeks in sheol just to test 
His fireproof suit of kersey ; 
Then he's condemned to lower realms, 
Called Boonton, in New Jersey." 


Oh, dear me. suz ! yu mustn't talk 
Bout Bibul contradictions ; . 
The carnal mind can't understand 
God's ways an’ seemin’ fictions. 

Yure argymunts are strong, I no, 
With facks that yu ar fetchin’, 

But; Lordy massy ! deekin sez, 
That such air facks ar * ketchin,” 


Wy; Mr. Reynolds, don't yu no, 
Ef yu keep on a-preachin’, ' 
Our meetin’-houses will giv way 
Tu skules an’ honest teachin’? 
` . Yure rank blasphemin’ helps to'bring 
The world more on a level, 
An’, just think, folks won't be afraid 
Of hell, or of the devil, `` 
They'll leave the good old prayin’ times 
For deeds of airthly beauty; ` 
They'll lose their faith an’ aim to know 
An’ practice truth an’ duty; : 
They'll try to liv all right on earth, 
An' thro this heathen leaven 
I'm 'fraid they'll laf at savin’ grace, 
An’ airn an’ make a heaven. 
f C. FANNIE ALLYN. 
* Isa. i, 15. t Prov. i, 26. ł Isa. i, 18. 
— 


We Pay for Mr. Davenport’s Tickets. 

The fifty-fifth exhibition of the American 
Institute was opened Sept. 29th by an ad- 
dress from William Rutter, Esq., of the board 
of trustees. Ample as the grounds of the In- 
stitute are, occupying the entire block from 
Bixty-third to Sixty-fourth street, and from 
Second to Third avenues, they are. inadequate 
to accommodate one-half the applieations for 


space. Every accommodation is afforded by 
the trustees for refreshments inside the build- 
ing, so that parties spending the day in the 
building will not be under the necessity of 
going out. Open evenings until 10 ».w.; 
music afternoon and evening. Persons com- 
ing to New York and going away without 
visiting the Institute will miss one of the 
most useful and instructiv places of resort in 
the city. We trust the time is not far distant 
when prejudice shall yield to popular opinion 
and the fair be opened Sundays for the ben- 
efit of the mechanics, the real authors of the 
industrial works, benefiting the Institute to 
detriment of the rum-shops. k 
© Gro. M. DAVENPORT. 
——————9—— ————— 


How to Be Saved. 


My friends, I wish to warn you who are 
developing your brains, cultivating your in- 
tellects, extending your knowledge of nat- 
ure and of history, and increasing your log- 
ical and critical faculties, that you are 
on the broad road the terminus of which 
is h—h—sheol. Think over the names 
of the really intellectual men and women 
of our own time, and notice how few 
of them hav given any satisfactory evidence 
of being saved, and then stand by the gal- 
lows and see how few murderers answer be- 
fore human tribunals for their crimes and are 
not ** jerked to Jesus," and you will then un- 
derstand where you are going. 

Only a short time ago the church captured 
117 converts in Joliet prison. Do you think 
they will ever catch one out of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science? 
No, my friends, there is no intellectual road 
to heaven. Moody tells the preachers to em- 
phasize the statement that ‘‘ unbelief is the 
greatest sin.” 
Christ? Socrates said, ** The wise are doubt- 
ful;” Christ said, ‘‘ He that believeth not shall 
be damned.” Christ also thanked his father 
that he had hid this blessed religion from the 


wise and prudent and revealed it unto babes. 


Paul said, ‘‘It pleased God by the foolish- 


‘ness of preaching to save them that believe.” 


He also said that he had determined to know 
nothing but Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 
Apparently in consequence of this resolution, 
he was constrained to say,.‘‘I speak as a 
fool? He also included the other preachers 
with himself, and remarked of the whole lot, 
** We are fools for Christ’s sake.” Fools, you 
know, will hav lucid moments. It was in 
some of these that he’ made the above re- 
marks, and we are happy to agree with them. 


Nebuchadnezzar prepared himself for a: 


believer by subsisting upon grass like an ox 
(donkey?) for seven years. Sam Small, ac- 
cording to his own statement, reported in 
the Inter. Ocean, prepared himself for conver- 
sion and subsequent preaching by keeping 
drunk so long that his friends all thought he 
was going raving crazy, and then going to 
hear Sam Jones preach. 

I once Knew a man in Fairbury, Neb., who 
was a skeptic. There was a great revival 
there, and he was captured among the rest. 
I had never observed à phenomenon of that 
kind, and was much interested to see how he 
would get into the church. I followed him 
into the inquiry-meeting, and when his turn 
came he arose and said: ‘‘ My friends, you 
must be patient with me. It seems hard to 
drive reason from her throne.” I could not 
accompany that young man any farther on 
his way to heaven, and se sorrowfully left 
him. If he is still on the way wearing the 
easy yoke and bearing-the light burden, 
which Brother Heston has so graphically 
pictured, I know not. ; 

In the Christian Herald and Signs of Our 
Times for Oct. 8, 1886, is this item, among 
others, about evangelistic meetings in Scot- 
land: ‘The Rev. Mr. Edgar said: ‘There 
was an awakened man in our meeting. last 
night. I think I never saw one so truly 
earnest to be saved. I was down among the 
people in the after-meeting when he said, 
** Will you speak to me fora moment?” ‘By 
all means,” I said, and led him to another 
room. Putting his hands over his breast as 
if in terrible pain, and staring at me with 
large, wild-looking eyes, he exclaimed, *'I 
think I shall go mad!” I answered, ‘‘ Be 
seated, my friend. Do you want to be 
saved?” I opened my Bible and read John 
iii, 16. Still staring at me with those wild 
eyes he inquired, ** Is it only trusting?” That 
man’s fearful apprehension ceased as soon as 
he found peace through simple faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ.’” : 

That kind of treatment is like that of the 
physician who admitted that he could not 
cure the disease which afflicted his patient, 
but he could giv him something that would 
make him hav fits, and he was death on fits. 


Will- you follow Socrates or 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, OCTOBER :16;:1890: 


Judge Black, in reply to Ingersoll, said : 
* It is universally agreed that children too 
young to understand it do not need to believe 
it. And this exemption extends to adults 
who hav never seen the evidence, or who from 
weakness of intellect are incapable of weigh- 
ing it. Lunatics and idiots are not in the 
least danger." 


'The moment you see the faintest gleam of 


intellect you witness infinit danger. The 
only ones who hav a dead sure thing on sal- 
vation are the absolutely idiotic—the totally 
imbecil God, in his infinit resources and 
wisdom, could only devise a sure means of 
saving the souls of those who did not, while 
on earth, exhibit the slightest indications of 
having any. St. Augustine, you recollect, 
preached to a nation of men and womeu 
without heads. Moody and Sam Jones do the 
same. : : 

So, my intellectual friends who think your- 
selvs so smart now, because you can over- 
whelm all the saints and preachers with facts 
and arguments, how will you feel when you 
see Barnum’s '*what-is-it?" in Abraham's 
bosom and yeurself thrust out? In that great 
day you will not be able to say that Brother 
Moody and I did not duly notify you that 
you were on the wrong road. D. PRIESTLEY. 

Milwaukee, Or. 


The Mirror of Freethought. 


BY ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
FREETHOUGHT AND RADICAL ADVOCATE 
(of England). 


-' SECOND EDITION. 


Charles Watts’s Literary Guide says: ‘We are 
glad to record the appearence of a second edition 
of this admirable book. The various papers—ten 
in all—are some of the author's best work.” - 

The Middleboro News says: ‘These essays are 
brimming with careful thought and judicious re- 
search. 

The Yorkshire Chronicle says : “These essays are 
not unworthy the attention of the scientific 
student tbongh written for the uninitiated.” 

PRICE, 50 CENTS. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Protection or Free Trade 


An Examination of the Tariff Question with 
Especial Regard to the Interests of Labor. 
BY HENRY GEORCE. 


In this book the author designs to show that 
beneficial results would follow the abolition 
of all tariffs on importations. i 

Octavo, 360pp.; price, $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Mottoes for Freethinkers. 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards, which we offer for sale. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the ‘‘ God-bless-our- 
home” placards which disfigure the walls of so 
many houses. They are printed on heavy card- 
board, 9 inches by 221-2. The motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gram of U. M. L. The following are the various 
1-adings: 


ee ee sotesescesoepoescoso, 


THE LIVING HAV A RIGHT TO CONTROL : 
THE WORLD. H 


REASON I8 A BETTER GUIDE THAN FEAR, 


UNIVERSAL MENTAL LIBERTY. : 


i THE TIME TO BE HAPPY I8 NOW. : 
M AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY IS HERE. 


E NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE 
M TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. 


THE WORLD I8 MY COUNTRY; 
TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION. 


The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents. 

For Freethought societies there is a large card 
22 x 15inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading; containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Price, 30 
cents. Any of these will be sent postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Pl.;, New York City. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
Scents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
- B Clinton Place, New York. 


| The Essence of: Religion. 


* | Outlines of Phrenology. 


FREETHOUGHT WORKS, 
PUBLISHED AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE. : 

Resurrection of Jesus. Showing the 
contradictions and doubts in which the 


subject is involved. By W.S. Brrnr.. Re- 
vised edition. 25 cents. 


Revelations of Antichrist. An ex- . 
' haustiv work proving conclusivly that no 


such person as Jesus Christ existed in the 
reign of Tiberius, but that a Jesus, the 
son of Mary, was stoned and hanged 
‘about a century before, and that his dis- 
ciples, Simon Kepha, alias Peter, and the 
apostle Paul, both lived and died before 
the Christian era, 446 pages and full in- 
dex. Price, $2. 


ation. A Brief Review of the su- 
called Mosaic Account. By James F. 
Furniss. Cloth, 50 cents. 


The Brain and th» Bible. By Encar 
C. Brat. With a Preface by Rosurr G. 
INGERSOLL, who says of it ‘This book, 


written by a brave and honest man, is. 
filled with brave and honest thoughts. 


The arguments it presents cannot be an- 
swered by all tho thoologians in the 
world." Price reduced to $1. 


The Creed of Christendom. Its 
foundation contrasted with its super- 
structure. By W. RATHBONE GREG. One 
of the clearest anl ablest works ever 
written. $1.50. 


German of L. FguERBACH. Author of th 
Essence of Christianity, etc. In cloth, 
reduced to 50 cents. 


The Godly Women of the Bible. A 
History of all the women who figure in the 
Bible. Sharp and telling in style. Paper, 
50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. . . 


The Heathens of the Heath. A finely- 


written Radical romance. By Ww. Mo- 
DowwNELL, author of Exeter Hall, Family 
Creeds, Day of Rest, etc. 500. pages. 
Paper, 80 cents; cloth, $1.25. : 


The Holy Bible Abridged. Contain- 
ing the choice passages and lovely mor- 
ceaus particularly pleasing to Comstocz. 
169 pages. 


The Jamieson-Ditzler Debate. A 
nine-days’ debate on God, the Bible, 
Christianity, and Liberalism. Between 
W. F. Jameson and Rev. Jacos DirZLEB, 


D.D. Paper, 50 cents; cloth. 75 cents. . 


Proceedings and Addresses at the. 
400 pages 
Price "s 


Watkins Convention. 
of excellent Speeches and Essays. 
reduced to $1.00. 


Pyramid of Gizeh. The Relation oí 
Ancient Ezyptian Civilization to the 
Hebrew Narrativ in Genesis and Exodus, 


and the Relativ Claims of Moses and the 
Pyramid to Inspiration Considered. By _ 


Van Buren Denstow, LL.D. 25 cents. 


Religion Not History. An able ex- 
-amination of the Morals and Theology of 
the New Testament. By Prof. F. W. 
Newman, of the London University. 25 
cents. 2 


Jutline of. the French Revolution: 
lts Causes and Results. A clear 
and comprehensiv portrayal of this inter- 
esting portion of human history. By W. 
S. BELL. 25 cents. : 

By F. E 

AsPINWALL, M.D. Most acceptable to 

Liberals of anything of the kind pub. 

lished. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cente. 


Blakeman’s 200 Poetical Riddles. 


Price, 20 cents. z 


PAINE’S WORKS. 


Paine’s Theological Works, includ. 
ing The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Letter to the Bisnop of Lian- 


dafi, Reply to Mr, Erskine, Letter to Ca- ^ 


mille Jordan, etc., cte., wish a life of 
‘Paine, and a steel-plate portrait. 12mo 
In paper covers, $1.00; cloth, $1.50. 


.Paines Great Works (complete) 

à in one volume. Cloth, $3.00; leather, 
$4.00; moroeco, $4.50. 

Paine’s Political Works, including 
Common Sense, The Crisis, and Rights of 
Man. Cloth, $1.50. : 


The Age of Reason. An investiga- 


tion of true and fabulous theology. 
cents, or 5 for $1. Cloth, 50 cents. 


The Age of Reason and An Exam- 


ination of the Prophecies. Pa- 
per, 40 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Common Sense. Paine’s first work. 
15 cents. 


The Crisis. Containing numbers from 
I. to XVI. inclusiv. Paper, 40 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. : 


The Rights of Man. For the op- 


pressed of humanity. Paper, 40 cenis: 
cloth, 75 cents. . 


"The Anonymous Hypothesis of Cre- 


From the - 


Paper, 30 cents; cloth, 50 cts. ` 


Wivhout a peer in the world. Pape, 2g ` 


i 
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eec ipae Bible Temperance: 


"The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
LIQUOR DRINKING 


. In f t ising, “Th p 
-'gumboldo" tomus Balke,” « Badividaal- 

Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 
by the Bible. 


3600 ity,” and “ Heretics and Heresies.” 
"The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
BY E. C. WALKER. 
This is a companion book to Remsburg’s ** Bible 


Contents: “The hosta * Liberty for Man, 
Morals.” 48 pages; price 10 cents. 


Woman, and Child,” “The Declaration of In- 
dependence,” “About Farming in Illinois," 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER ÇO., 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


FRIENDSHIP LIBERAL LEAGUE No. 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:80 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions.. 
Able speakers interest the audience, N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rates. 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write, 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Eari 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By Wm. HENRY 
Burr. Price, %cents, For sale at this office, 


SPECIAL SALE! , 


Desiring to unload an accumulation of debts, I 
will offer until further notice all my elegant stock 
of fine goods at j ` 


WHOLESALE COST. 


An elegant pair of diamond ear-drops $200, worth 
$300; another pair, $125, worth $200; another pair, 
$65, worth $100; an elegant brooch, arabesque 
style, 17 diamonds, $140, worth $225; another, line 
of beauty, 11 diamonds, $220; worth $325; another, 
3 stones, $125, worth $200: same, $80, worth $1.25 
Rings and studs same reductions. Smaller dia- 
mond goods 25 per cent below lowest market price. 
A superb, extra heavy, embossed case watch set 
with large diamond, $135, worth $200; lady's watch 
to match, $00. worth $125; $100 watches, $70; $80 
watches, $60; $65 watches, $50; solid gold chains, 
necklaces, bracelets, and jewelry, 25 Der cent dis- 
count. Sent C. O. D., subject io inspection, or 


BUE 
Ingersoll’s Tributes 
REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr, Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed.on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: | 
The Vision of War, _ 

Tribute to his Brother, : 
` The Grant Banquet Toast, 
' Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. 

The price of these heretofore has been $i. We 
offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 
| THE FOUR FOR FIFTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

. .88 Clinton Pl, New York, 

SOCIAL WEALTH. 

The Sole Factors and Haact Ratios in Its 
. Acquirement and Apportionment. 

By J. K. INGALLS. 
CONTENTS: Economie Schools: a brief re- 
view of their Origin and Growth; Rise and 
Growth of Capitalism; 'Unearned Increase: 
Vindication of Thomas Paine from: profit, interest, rent; Conservation of Wealth; 


| Tools and Improved Machinery; The Nature of 
che drinks of the New York Observer, by Rob- | Wages; Private and Social Wealth; Land Own- 


oe : y ership; Private Property in Land; Capital and 
Address, on the Civil. Bights Bih.. the Productiv Factors; Partnership and Co-op- 


$ eration; Law of Contracts; Money and Credit; 
Ingersoll's Lectures Complete, — Of Value or Economic Ratios; Taxation as a 
for Mr. Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had | Remedy; Reforms, not Remedies; Suggestions 
all his lectures, except the latest on “ Ortho- | to Legislators; Conclusion. ; 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half Price, Cloth, $1.00. 


calf, library style, and taining o 1,300 | ; 
pages, which. i8 gold at othe S xcocdiuely low Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Olinton Place, New York. 


price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 
RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


‘Tributes. There hav been so many 
The Present and the Future 


applications for Mr. In oll’s * Tribute t 
His Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the "rant 

Republic of North America 
BY A CAPITALIST. 


Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over: 
A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 


“ Little Harry Miller's Grave," that they hav ; 

been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- : 
poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the present 
conditions of society in this country, pointing out 


minated border, and in large, clear type, suita- ` 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 

their imperfections, and showing how it is almost 
impossible that the people should be other than 


`~ to any address, for 50cts, or either one for 15cts. 
Prose Poems and Selections. This: 
poor and vicious under our present system, The 
remedy, the author thinks, is in communal life, 


new book isa gem. It is a model in every re- 

and he has drawn a vivid picture of the future 
Republic of North America, as it will be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism.: The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. 


. Paper, 50c; cloth, $1.. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


“The Grant Banquet,” “The Rev. Alexander 

lark,” “The Past Rises before Me Like a 

., Dream,” and “A Tribute to Ebon.Q, Ingersoll.” 

Some Mistakes of Moses. Papér, 50cts; 
_cloth, $1.25. : "x i . 

Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
. plain cloth, $1.25, 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 


Per, 25 cents, , bye ite, © . 

"The Christian Religion. By R. G. 
. Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah S, Black, and Prof, | 

George F. Fisher, Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
-10 cents, $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in | 
large, clear type, and containing as much as.. 
en d be delivered in two ordinary lecturen, 
8 makes a grand missiona ocument, ; 
Liberals should scatter it zeneronaly, ch 


A ~ e . 1 
Ingersoll Cateehised: His Answers to 
& Number of Vital Questions Propounded by | 

` the editor of the San Franciscan, 5 cents; 50 | 

. ents per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. | 
ons of these should be circulated. ' 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by ` 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office, Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50c. 


(OLTAIRE'S ROMANCES, 


CONTENTS : 


The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.—Zadig ; 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princess 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowns. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas.— 
The World as it_Goes.—The Black and the White, 
1 —Memnom the Fhilosopher,—Andres Des Touches 

at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A. Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato’s Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. : 


cash refunded if not satisfactory. 
BUY NOW AND SAVE MONEY. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, I. 


DR. R. P. FELLOWS 


*— ——9—— —9—-— 90 . 


is a regularly educat- ` 
ed and legally quali- 
fied physician, and 
the most successful. 
as his practice will 
rove. He has for 
wenty years treated 
exclusivly all diseases 
of the Sexual Organs, 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid paper. With 67 
engravings. Price, cloth, bevele oards, $2.00. 
H b calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


The Secret of the East, 
OR, 
The Origin of the Christian Religion 
and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 


—— 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


as the result of self. 
abuse in youth and 
sexual excesses in ma- 
turer years, causing 
night emissions by 
dreams, loss of Sexual 
aS power, renderin 
marriage improper and unliappy, etc., are cure 
ermanentl by an outside app cation in sixty 
ays. NO STOMACH MEDICIN USED, Iiis one 
of Dr. Fellows’ valuable discoveries, which is en- 
tirely unknown to the medical profession. It is 
not a catch-penny get up, such as a pad, belt, pas- 
tille, nor ma; netic appliance, but simply a medi- 
cin to be applied externally on the paris affected, 
which cures by absorption. Send five 2-cent stamps 
for his * Private Counselor,” giving full informa- 
tion. Address Dr. R. P. Fellows, Vineland, N. J. 
and say where you saw this advertisment. ! 


spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, . 
best ever issued, It contains, besides t e cel- 
ebrated ** Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore.published, and all the famous “ tributes " 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect-: 
ures; letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versationg of the author. The work is designed , 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 


. purpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph 

Fac simile, has been prepared especially or it. 88 Clinton Place, New York. I= Ó N. B.—Dr, Fellows begs leave to say that he is 
Price,in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back - : an Infidel of the most pronounced character. Bro. 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- A STUDY Price. 81.00 For sale at thia ofice. — | Liberals, your patronage 18 solicite 

gant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- o : = 


FRE&G THOUGHT NOVELS, 
The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonne 

author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 


Family Creeds. By William McDon- 


nell, author of “Exeter Hall.” Price, cloth. 
$1.35; paper, 75 cents. 


Exeter Hall. “One of the most excit- 
ing romances of the day.* Price, paper; 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404 pages. $1.25. 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story.. From the London edition. By 
waiwced Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 
30 cents. 


All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
Miss Susan H. Wixon. “The great charm of 
this novel is its absolute fidelity tonature. Its 
-personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 
ect to find, in such a marked degree, even 
From so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose briliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readérs in the Freethought ranks.” Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


(Noth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office 


ilt, isitly f 7.50; in full t 
Suir, highest pomi ile aed Rh o TS 
"The. Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and 
Ingersol. Cabinet size; true to 
^ life, price, $1.50 each. Every admirer of these 
apostles of Religious Liberty should hav them. 
Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
e. 


Superb photographs, 22x28, $5; panel, 1034x17. 
$3; eden Ae $1; cabinet, 40 cents; card, 20 cta. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY 


BY LEWIS C. JANES. 


This book treats of the natural evolution of the | 
Ohristian religion, its historical antecedents in 
Palestinian Judaism and Roman Paganism ; in- 
vestigates the history of the founder of Christian- 
ity in the light of the latest scientific criticism of 
the New Testament; shows that the true story of | 
the Man Jesus, and his genuin teachings are 
separable from the later legendary accretions 
which hav confounded him with the mythical | 
Christ, and traces the natural development of | 
Christian dogma and ecclesiastical institutions. 
Complete references and full index.  320pp. 8vo, 
cloth, gilt top. Price $1.50. 


` Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER Office. 
A SKETCH OF THE LIFE 


APOLONIUS 0 F TYANA, 


OR THE 
First Ten Decades of Our Era. 


BY. 
DANIEL M. TREDWELL. 

Designed to show upon the authority of Histor: 
that Apollonius of Tyana performed miracles an 
SpOke wise sayings equal to those attributed to 

esus Christ. 350pp., octavo, best style. Price $2.50. 


Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER office. 
MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


OR, 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 


PERFECT MODEL 


b MAPAS HOPPELL 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 


By Gzo. M. Davenrort. This is a little book— 
a pamphlet of 32 well-filled pages, costing only 
* a quarter,” but as full of meat as an egg. It is 
well called “practical,” for we find nothing un- 
practical init. Hens, ducks, geese, and turkeys 
are particularly discussed and their economica 
breeding and keeping treatedof. There are many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 

o 


E c 


“SHOPPEL’S MODERN HOUSES ? No. 3. 
(Just Published, July 1, 1880) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
for putting them together. 

While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. Itis,in fact, & most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, so exact that it is useful to 
builders. . 

55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000). 

2 New Designs for Barns. 

1 New Design for a Chapel. . 

Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 

(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 

An Article on Villa Park Associations. 

SENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE; $1. 


scale, and, allin all, it is a very useful additron 
the poultry literature of the day. 
TRUTH SEEKER Offce, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


"Tbomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligions and Political Liberty. Tells the stor 
: of the Author-Hero's life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. Choice extracts from “Common Sense,” 
“ American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 


: BY ddress 
5 ) } H. J. SEIGNEURET, BOOKS FOR CHILDREN THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN ASS0'N. 
BOOKS ON ea RRO: AD SOCIAL Secularist. The Stor Hour. For Children and - 191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 
° Price, - - - -. 10 cents. Youth. Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in nglish or German 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. 


stition. The Only Illustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children's. Story-Book everissued. 66full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heav. 
toned paper, broad margins, uminate 
covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1.25. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO, 
SACRED MYSTERIES 


: AMONG THE 
- NOE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 1 H human advancement, and how the other has 
Bod TENOR and Sona ine Troublesome Monkey, | Mayas and the Quiches 11,500 T ro Little Red Mittens. A tory of always opposed it. f 
‘By Dr, E. B. Foote. Five volumes, at$1 each, or $5 Years Ago. rowne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. | Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents; 


per set; or five volumes in one for $2. 


XUAL.PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
E er illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth 


volume of “Science in Story.") 50 cents. 


. HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages. 
‘By Dr. Foote. 25 cents, 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (Dime: Pam- 
phlets). By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, adyocating personal and public hygiene 
and Opposing vaccination; “Health in the Sun- 
beam,” considering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and well. By mail, 10 cents each. ' 

HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). ‘The Law 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages, cloth 
bound, $2; “Heredity,” by Loring oody, 159 

ages, cloth, cents; * The Law of Heredity,” by 
p H. Marsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 
Human Temperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents A Generation before ene 


twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish thatthe friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


THE MODERN BALAAM. 


Showing the Balaam of modern times to be the 
priests. ft isa splendid pictorial argument, Price 
per dozen, 30 cents; per hundred, $1.50. 


CHRISTIANITY 


4 REWARD FOR CRIME. 
Substantiated by the Bible. 


B 
Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 
e Young Folks. By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued at a reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photograph of the author which adds very 
much to fhe value of the volume. 


The Youth’s Liberal Guide. By 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M. Price; $1.00.. This 
volume aims át the education of youth in the 
principles of Freethought, at the same time 
hat it inculcates moral duties and human 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason and 
common sense. Address THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. 


ORIGIN OF THE BIBLICAL MYTH 
By AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON. 
Illustrated. - - - Price, $2.50. . 

For Sale at this office. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


MEN or Business WHo Dip SowxTHING BESIDES 
Maxine MONEY. 


A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 
“BY JAMES PARTON, 


BY 
O. B. WHITFORD, M. D. 
Price 16 Cents, | Per Dozen, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
88 Clinton Place, New York. 


This book contains 400 pages, plainly printed, 
treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 
helped the world; together with eight-portraits, 
Mr. Parton’s works need no commendation. They 


eration,” by Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; “Re- f ifically to 148 Bible propositions, URS 

ports of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during are sor ra MEN : e : $1.95 With morons references and chatons, that The Apost le of Liberty. An address 

Emeline of Heredity Say win Ur rcc i e ES E S [oo 
ài «T . + x 

c pk Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. IEEE, t “oak PUDE c | {0 cents. is 


ton Place, New York. - 
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diews of the Week, 


Gems of Thought. po 


Moopy is holding a revival at Nyack, N. Y. 


Tut American Institute Fair at 65th street is 
now open. ` ; ^ 
Exanr thousand men in Chicago are on 
strike for an eight-hour day. 
Tur elevated railroads now carry pas- 
sengers for five cents at all hours. 


GovERNor Hitt, of New York, has par- 
doned the imprisoned boycotters. 


Srvog 1875 the rate of recession of Niagara 
Falls has been 2.88 feet per annum. 


THe queen of Spain has signed a decree 
freeing the slaves of Cuba from the remainder 
of their terms of servitude. : ` ` 


TuE president has pardoned three Mormon 
bishops convicted of unlawful cohabitation 
under the Edmunds law. 

Davip HANELA, a German, having become 
insane on the subject of religion, was arrested 
in Troy last Saturday for starving his family. 


Minister S. S. Cox is home from Turkey. 
He denies that he has the mayoralty of New 
York in view, but is ready to run for Con- 
gress. 7 

Tux ocean steamship Anchoria, long over- 
due at this port, has arrived at St. John’s, 
N. F., with a broken shaft. All on board 
are safe. | 

BaRrHoLDr statue of Liberty on Bedloe's 
Island in New York harbor will be formally 

‘inaugurated with appropriate ceremonies 
- Oct. 28th. 

Tux Catholic priests are indorsing the can- 
didacy of Henry George for mayor of New 
York. Over 40,000 voters hav pledged them- 
selvs to support Mr. George. 

Two indictments against the Rev. W. W. 
Downs, of Boston, charging adultery with 
Mrs. Tabor and Alice Dempsey, are pending 

-in the superior criminal court. 

Tume defeat of the British cutter Galatea 
has induced English yachtsmen to send a 
naval architect to this country to find out 
how Yankee sloops are constructed. 


NarHaw M. Nero, managing partner of 
J. C. Ferguson & Co., Chicago pork packers, 
has fled to Canada, after raising over $500,- 
000 by fraudulent warehouse receipts. 


, CouwTERFETT ten dollar silver certificates 
so skilfully executed as to deceive bank- 
'tellers hav been extensivly circulated in Chi- 
cago. The extent of the bogus issue is un- 


known. 


A BOA CONSTRIOTOR fifteen feet in length 
escaped from a box in which it was being 
conveyed across City Hall park last Satur- 
day. There was a good deal of trouble and 
excitement before it was recaptured. 


Monsienor CAPEL, the well-known Roman 
Catholic prelate, who has recently so distin- 
guished himself as a lecturer in this country, 
is now charged with having gone the way of 
allministers. The evidence against him is 
very conclusiv. 

Tue president has received several applica- 
tions for the pardon of James D. Fish, presi- 
dent of the defunct Marine National bank, 
and has referred them all to the United States 
district.attorney who conducted the prosecu- 
tion of the cases against Fish for report. 

Tue Vatican has sent fresh private instruc- 
tions to its different nuncios abroad regarding 
the anti-clerical agitation in Italy. The pope 
is anxious that foreign governments be fully 
informed of the increasing menaces and 
dangers to which the holy see is exposed. 


JANITOR TrTU8, of the Methodist Institute 
at Hackettstown, N. J., is on trial charged 
with the murder of Tillie Smith last spring. 
The defense closed on the 9th by attacking 
the character of the murdered girl. This 
week will probably decide the fate of Titus. 


Seven of the Chicago Anarchists, namely, 
A.R. Parsons, August Spies, Samuel Fielden, 
Louis Lingg, George Engel, Michael Schwab, 
and Adolph Fischer, hav been sentenced to be 
hanged on the 8d of next December. The 
crime for which these men are to lose their 
lives consists in having uttered political senti- 
ments not indorsed by the citizens of Chicago. 


Tur Rev. H. R. Wilson, Jr., was secretary 
of the Church Erection Society of New York 
Presbyterian church.. Thirty thousand dol- 
lars was discovered to be missing, and upon 

. being brought to trial by his brethren the 
Rev. Mr. Wilson confessed that he had mis- 
&ppropriated that sum. Last Monday he was 
sentenced to ‘‘ be deposed from the ministry, 


and suspended from church privilege until he | 


ghall giv evidence of repentance." 


Ir is a stupid man that refuses to believe the evi-. 


dence of his senses, it is an unreasonable man who 
in forming hi8 belief will throw good evidence 
aside, and that man is equally stupid and unrea- 
sonable who will found a fixed belief on no evi- 
dence at all.—D. M. Bennett. 


“THE prince hath every great and generous 
quality, with, perhaps, a weakness for the sex, 
which belongs to hisfamily, and hath been known 
in scores of popular sovereigns from King David 
downwards.” ‘My lord, my lord!” breaks out 
Lady Esmond, * the levity with which you speak 
of such conduct toward our sex shocks me, and 
what you call weakness I call deplorable sin.” 
“Sin it is, my dear creature,” says his lordship, 
Bishop Atterbury, with a shrug, “but. consider 
whata sinner King Solomon was, and in spite of 
a thousand wives, too.” “Enough of this, my 
lord,” says Lady Castlewood, with a fine blush, 
and walked out of the room very stately.—Thacke- 
ray's Henry Esmond. 


Amone the letters of introduction with which 
Milton provided himself, when about to visit Italy, 
one was from the aged Sir Henry Walton, provost 
of Eton, in Milton’s immediate neighborhood. Sir 
Henry, who had lived a long time in Italy, im- 
pressed upon his young friend the importance of 
discretion on the point of religion, and told him 
the story which he always told to travelers who 
asked his advice: ** At Siena I was tabled in the 
house of one Albert Scipioni, an old Roman 
courtier in dangerous times. At my de- 
parture from Rome I had won confidence enough 
to beg his advice how I might carry myself se- 
curely there, without offense to others, or of mine 
own conscience. ‘Signor Arrigo mto,’ says he, 
*pensiert strottt ed il visu scialto’ (thoughts close, 
countenance open), will go safely over the whole 
world.”-—Mark Pattison's Milton. s ; 


KNOWLEDGE can neither be adequately culti- 
vated noi adequately enjoyed by a few, and, al- 
though the conditions of our existence on earth 
may be such as to preclude an abundaut supply 
of the physical necessities of all who may be born, 
there is no such law of nature in force against 
that of intellectual and moral wants. Knowledge 


‘is not like food, destroyed by use, but rather aug- 


mented and perfected. It acquires, not perhaps 
& greater certainty, but, at least, a confirmed au- 
thority, and a probable duration by universal as- 
sent, and there is no body of knowledge 80 com- 
plete but that it may acquire accession, or so free 
from error but that it may receive correction in 
passing through the minds of millions.—sir John 


 Herschetl, 


Tuar which touches morality touches the heart 
of society; a high and pure morality is the life- 
blood of humanity; mistakes in belief are inevi- 
table, and are of little moment; mistakes in life 
destroy happiness, and their destructiv conse- 
quences spread far and wide.—AMrs. Annie Besant's 
True Basis of Morality. 

LINES ON EMERSON. 

Let us honor our friend indeed 

As the singer of the May, 
For he bade New England's creed 
To a sunnier faith giv way. 


His words were the fiood of life and light 
Which hav burst that icy chain, 

And he walked himself in the sunshine bright 

. That never will cease to reign, 


The summer of thought draws near, 
Bringing truth hitherto unknown, 

But the herald of spring is dear, 
And the might of his work we own. 

: —F. M. H. 


WHATEVER may be the nature of the deity, and 
whether there be a future life or not, the great 
moral laws can be in no way.changed. God is & 


purely scientific question. Whether he be per-. 


sonal of impersonal, definable or undefinable, our 
duties and responsibilities remain the same.— 
Reade's Martyrdom of Man, 


Vain hope to make men happy by politics! You 
cannot drill a regiment of knaves into a regiment 
of honest men, enregiment and organize them as 
cunningly as you will. Giv us the honest men, 
and the well-ordered regiment comes of itself 
Reform one man—reform thy own inner man; it, 
is more than scheming out reforms for a nation.— 
Carlyle. : 

DECEMBER 4, 1822.—This is my birthday. I am 
now seven and twenty years of age. What an un- 
profitable lout I am! What hav I done in this 
world to make good my place in it, or reward those 
in it that had the trouble of my up-bringing? 
Great part of an ordinary lifetime is gone by, and 
here am I, poor trifler, still sojourning in Meshech, 
still doing nothing in the tents of Kedar. May 
the great father of all giv me strength to do better 
in time remaining, to be of service in the good 
cause in my day and generation, and having 
finished the work which was given me to do, to lie 
down and sleep in peace and purity in the hope of 
a happy rising.—Cartyle's Letters. 


HISTORY 


OF THE 


INTELLECTUAL DEYELOPMENT 
of Europe. 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D. 
Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
tf 38 Clinton Pl., New York city. 


THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
i CIVILIZATION. 

From the German of MAX NORDAU, 
SEVENTH EDITION. 

A most powerfully written book.—Phila. Record, 

This Book is not a Book! It is a Deed! and 
those who oppose it pall Drove that they fear it.— 

tenna News. ce cents. 
Vienna Maidros THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 

33 Clinton Pl., New York. 


Odds and. Gnds. 


Youne man (driving with young girl): “I say, 
farmer, how can I get back to the village the 
quickest way?" Farmer: “ Well you might run 
your horse,” 


THE Medical Record discusses the question: 
* How to Sleep,” and givs a long; scientific form- 
ula for inducing sleep. What’s the matter with 
going to church? ý : 


Grorcr WasurNGTON's Bible is owned in Phila- 
delphia, It is said that it doesnt look as if it had 
been used at all. It probably hasn't since George 
died. A Bible will last a long time in Philadel- 
phia. 


THE pope has issued a decree forbidding the cre- 
mation of Catholics. His holiness don’t believe in 
running more than one post mortem furnace. If 
we could all be sure that he was equally efficacious 
in holding back fuel for the other and better 


known retort, what a corner on Christians the | 


Vatican would hav, to be sure !—Lie. 


Doz2soN (who has come hither to horsewhip the 
editor, but is somewhat appalled at his size): 
* Are you the editor that wrote the article about 
J. Thomas Dobson?" Editor: ‘ Yes." Dobson: 
“Well—er—hum. Why—here’s a horsewhip I 
found on your pavement, I thought perhaps it 
belonged to you.” 


WE were at a meeting the other day in which 
one of the congregation could not restrain his 
feelings, but shouted so vehemently that for a 
while the preacher had to suspend his remarks. 
But in five minutes thereafter a collection was 
made preceded by an appeal, and with that came 
a total cessation of the shouting.—Richmond 
Religious Herald, i 


“Mamma,” said Bobby, looking up from his 
Sabbath-school lesson, “I’m sorry for Adam and 
Eve, ain't you?” “ Why, my son?" asked the 
mother. *'Because they didn't hav anything but 


just a fig leaf to wear," he replied, thoughtfully. : 


“But it was warm in Eden, and perhaps they 
did not want warm clothes like you and me;" she 
explained. “Yes, but just think, the catechism 
says the earth was made to bring forth thistles.” 


ELDERLY gentleman (from way back; on his first 
visit to New York): “ What an immense throng 
are gathered at the entrance of yonder church ! 
how excitedly they struggle for admission to the 
sacred ediffce! Evidently a revival of unpre- 
cedented dimensions is in progress.” Unregen- 
erate gamin (scornfully): “Naw, dat ain't no re- 
vival. Disis der last night of der big church fair; 
an’ dey’re goin’ ter raffie fer der grand pianny in 
half an’ hour.” to : 


REMARKS BY A FASHIONABLE CLERGYMAN. 

I am the pastor (pronouuce, if you please, pahs- 
tor) of an uptown church—in fact, the church of 
the Investigation. What do we investigate? Oh, 
dear me, nothing whatever, of course—the idea’s 
quite absurd, you know. We are.very exclusiv, as 
you are probably.aware. We havsome of the best 
people, the very best, don’t you know, among us, 
and it would be exceedingly impolitic to admit the 
riff-raff—quite out of the question; don't you see ? 
My salary is seven thousand a year only, and free 
house rent, and I think you will admit that I earn 


it when I tell you that it sometimes takes me all f 


Saturday afternoon to prepare my sermons for 
the following day. Yes, really. Then I hav the 


Wednesday evening prayer-meeting to attend, and |- 


I make it & point of duty to visit all my parish- 
ioners—that is, all who hav any social position to 
speak of, don’t you kuow—regularly, so you see I 
am a very hard worked man. I am so exhausted 
Mondays—oh, you can't think! quite prostrated, 
I assure you. We hav frequent services of song on 
Sabbath evenings, and on these occasions I preach 
only'a ten-minute sermon. This is quite a relief 
to me. 

We used to hav an expensiv choir—indeed my 
people paid at one time four thousand a year for 
music. I did not approve of this extravagance— 
Icould not see my way clear to do 80. I reasoned 
with my dear people. I pointed out to them that 
far more would be accomplished toward the heal- 
ing of the nations if a two thousand dollar choir 
were engaged, and the remainder of the appro- 
priation added to my salary. This was done, of 
course. Madame Squalki, the soprano, sang for 
usa few weeks. It was at the time that I was de- 
livering my famous series of discourses on “ Les- 
sons From the Life of the Whale that Swallowed 
Jonah;” you no doubt remember the sermons, 
they created a great deal of attention then, don’t 
you know; and hav since been published in neat 
pamphlet form at forty cents a copy. The church 
was crowded, of course, and Madam Squalki—I 
know you'll laugh when I tell you; the idea’s so ex- 
quisitly absurd—that woman was actually over- 
heard to express the opinion that she drew the im- 
mense congregations. Ridiculous, was it not? 
Of course I was annoyed, frightfully annoyed, 
when I hear this, and I insisted that she be dis- 
charged at once, which was done. 

The next Sabbath the church was nearly empty ; 
a most remarkable coincidencé, was it not? But 
it vexed me, for I knew what that malicious woman 


| would say. Last June my nerves were in sucha 


state that I was really alarmed—all from over- 
work, you know. I decided to go to Europe. My 
people gave me a purse containing a thousand dol- 
lars, five dressing cases, nine smoking jackets, 
and twenty-six pairs of slippers. So nice in them, 
was it not? Iarrived home only a fortnight ago, 
and last week I received a call from a church in 
Chicago which offers me ten thousand a year. I 
hav considered the matter long and prayfully,and 
hay been driven to the irresistible conclusion 
that the claims of this new field of laborcannot be 
ignored, so I shall notify my people here that Iam 
going. 

Later.—I hav just received another letter from 
Chicago, and find that the. good brother who 
wrote me last week put down one cipher two many 
in specifying the salary. It is only one thousand. 
Upon second thoughis I hay concluded to remain 
here.—Zid-Bits, 


‘Superstition in All Ages. 


_ FREETHOUGHT WORKS.. 
For Sale at Tux Tsuru SEEKER Office. 
Bible Balanced. The Infidel’s Text 


Book; comparing some of the best teach- 
ings and' sayings of the Bible with those 
of Sages and Philosophers who lived pre- 
vious to the Authors of the Bible; also a 
Partial Exposition of its Errors. By Gro. 
C. Darntine. Price, 50 cents. - 


The Figures of Hell; or, The-Tem- 
ples of Bacchus. Dedicated to licensers 
of beer and whisky. By Mrs. ErnrasxTH 
THompson. A neat little volume of be. 
tween two and three hundred pages. $1. 


Liberty and Morality. A capital full 
lecture on these important subjects. By 
W. S. BELL. 4 pamphlet of thirty-six 
well-printed pages mailed for 15 cents, 


By Jons 
ESLIER, & Roman Catholic priest, who, 
after a pastorate of thirty years at Etre- 
pigny and But in Champagne, France, 
' wholly abjured religious dogmas, and left 
as his last will and testament to his par- 
ishioners, and to the world, the work en- 
titled **Common Sense,” Price, cloth, 
$1.50; paper, $1. 


Marriage and Parentage and The 
- Sanitary and Physical Laws.: For The 

: Production of Children of Finer Health 
and Ability. By a Physician and Sanita- 
rian. ‘The virtues of men and women 


as well as their vices may descend to their . 


children,” Price, $1. 
The Bible—Whence and What? By 


cHaARD B. Wersrsroozx, D.D., LL.B. 
The questions, Where did the books of 
the Bible come from? at is their 
&uthority? and, What is the real source 
of dogmatic theology? are treated fear- 
lessly in the light of history, philosophy, 
and comparativ religions. It is impossi- 
ble to giv even a condensed statement of 
what is itself a marvelous condensation. 
Whole libraries are here concentrated 
into one little book. Printed in good 
type and bound in cloth. Price, $1. 


The Bible of the Religion of Science. 
By H. S. Brown, M.D. “This volume is 
most respectfully dedicated to those per- 
sons who will cordially unite with others 
to establish the religion of truth and a 
just government, by the scientific meth- 
ods of reason, experience, experiments, 
and observations, For this is the way to 
wisdom, and to the material, mental, 
moral, social, and spiritual sciences, that 
make peace on ea 
men,” : Price, $1.50. 


Socialism and Utilitarianism. Br 
Joun Sruarr Mur. | Price, $1.50. 


Specimen Days and Collect. By 
Watr Warman. Including autobiogra- 
phy, hospital sketches, democratic vistas, 
etc. Three hundred and seventy-four 


pages of hearty, wholesome prose and: 


poetry, never before published. Price, $2. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. Conversation 
in versa between the two great reformers, 
By Samust P. Putnam. Price, 10 cents, 


The Sabbath. By M. Farrmertoy. A 
thorough examination and refutation of 
the claims of Sabbatarians who are trying 
to foist upon the country their holy day 
by unconstitutional legal enactments. 
The author shows by an appeal not only 
to the facts as they exist in the nature of 
things, but by reference to the Bible, and 
the writings of distinguished historians 
and theologians of past ages, that Sunday 
is no more a holy day thar Saturday. 
Price, 10 cents. 


The Religion of Common Sense. By 
Prof. 
Price, 25 cents. 


The Sunday Question. A Historical 
and Critical Review. With replies to an 
objector. By Groncz W. Brown, M.D. 
Price, 15 cents. : 


Truth Seeker Tracts. Bound in vol- 
umes of 525 pages each—Vols. I., II., IIL, 
IV., and V. Each volume containing 525 
pages—thirty tracts or more. A Library 
within themselves of most excellent Rad- 
ical reading matter at a low price. Paper, 
60 cents per volume; cloth, $1.00. If the 
whole set are taken —paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents each, 


The Truth Seeker in bound volumes. 
Vol. L, 25 cents; vol IL, 50 cents; vols. 
III. and IV., $2 each; vols. V., VL, VIL, 
VIIL, and IX., $3 each. The whole set 
by express for $15. 


Voltaire in Exile. Translated from 
the French of M. GasriNzíAU by his son 
Epmonp GasrmEAUC. Being Memoirs of 
thelife of the great writer never before 
published. Paper, 75 cents; cloth, $1. 


Why Don't God Kill the Devil? A 
eries of Essays dedicated to the St. 


Johns School Board. By M. Bascock. 25 © 


cents. 


Which: Spiritualism or Christian- 
ity? A discussion between Moses 
Hout and Rev. W. F. Pager. Paper, 50 
oents: cloth, 75 cents. - 
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Waen General Corse, the recently appointed 
postmaster at Boston, was beleaguered in the 
city of Altoona, General Sherman signaled to 
him, * Hold the fort, I am coming." From 
this dispatch comes the “Hold the Fort” 
hymn. But somehow or other General Corse’s 
reply seems to hav been omitted from the sa- 
cred verse. What he signaled back was this: 
“I am minus an ear and part of a jaw, but 
we can lick all hell yet." 'The omission is 
probably a clerical error, and the hymn 


- should be at once revised: 


A OLERGYMAN writes to the Boston Adver. 
tiser that he recently preached in one of the 
oldest churches in the ‘‘ old” city of London. 
As he entered the porch, he was met by a 
rotund.and dignified beadle, who led him to 
the vestry-room, and, pointing to two decant- 
ers, said, ‘‘ Will you take sherry or port, sir?” 
The parson smiled at, not with, the beadle, 
who then explained that about three hundred 
years ago & good woman of the parish, dying, 


left a certain sum for the purchase * of wine 


and sweet cakes for the clergy," and since 
that time wine and cakes hav been regularly 
supplied at each service. 

THE news that the ladies hav carried off 
three-fourths of the honors inthe junior class 
of Colby University, and that to giv the boys 
any kind ofa showing two English parts hav 
been assigned instead of one as usual—and 
this, in connection with the fact that there are 
but six young ladies in the class—is received 
with delight by some people who hav not 
forgotten when an argument used against the 
admission of, ladies into the colleges was that 


they had not.sufficient intellect to master the 
intricacies of Latin and Greek, or else that 
their minds were too largely taken up with 
such frivolities as dress and society.—Lewis- 
ton (Me.) Journal. 


In 1822 the Institute of the Propaganda 
was established in Rome, and since that time 
220,000,000 lire hav been expended in its 
work, resulting in the establishment of 270 
new bishoprics and prefectures. In 1822 
there were only 12 Roman Catholic bishops in 
Asia—namely, 6 in China and 6 in India. 
Now, India, with Ceylon, has 26 archbishops 
and 1,200 priests, and in Farther India, China, 
and Japan, 1,500,000 Catholics are under the 
spiritual care of 50 apostolic vicars and 
1,400 missionaries. Before 1822 there was no 
bishopric on the whole continent of Africa. 
Now we find there are 2 archbishops, 12 bish- 
ops, 17 vicars, and 16 prefects. The strong- 
est growth is reported from the American 
continent. In British America, where 68 
years ago there were but 2 bishops, are now 
reported 80 bishops, 2,000 priests, and 2,000,- 
000 Catholics. Australia has 23 bishoprics. 


Tae Travelers’: Magazine tells this story: 
It was on the Maine Central road, between 
Augusta and Bangor. A well-dressed gentle- 
man came into the smoker and asked: ‘‘Is 
there a gentleman from Bangor in this car?” 
t Chestnut!" yelled a young man who was 
engaged in a game of poker, dollar ante. 
* Bir," said the well-dressed gentleman, “I 
simply asked a civil question, and I hoped 
for a civil answer.” “Civil nothing!” said 
the poker player. ‘‘If I'd said I was from 
Bangor, then you'd hav said, ‘Kindly oblige 
me with the loan of your corkscrew,’ and 
then everybody would hav laughed. "That 


'self for some time in the mirror. 


racket is bald-headed and moth-eaten down 
here—try it on some other road." ‘‘Sir, you 
do me an injustice. I simply wished to know 
if the secretary of the Bangor Young Men’s 
Christian Association is in town at the present 
time.” ‘Tl take it all back—accept my 
apologies—and this bottle. I’m the secretary 
of the Bangor Y. M. C. A., very much at 
your service. Sit down till I scoop in this 
jack-pot, and I'll see what I can do for you.” 


Turnx is a very prominent business man 
over on State street, says the Chicago Mail, 
who always wears a very demure expression 
of countenance, although he is fond of a joke. 
One day he walked into Charley Barnes’s hat 
store, and soberly inquired whether the house 
made discounts to pastors. Mr. Barnes him- 
self was on hand to asgure him that they did, 
and would allow him the usual twenty per 
cent off. The solemn man then said he 
would like a becoming hat. Several were 
shown to him, and after a good deal of 
thought and inquiry he finally selected one 
marked five dollars, which Mr. Barnes said 
he would sell him for four dollars. The 
solemn man put it on and contemplated him- 
Was the 
hat becoming to a man in his profession? 
Mr. Barnes was confident it was. Would his 
congregation be likely to take any exception 
to it? Mr. Barnes was confident they could 
not. Then the solemn man looked at himself 
some more, and, after making another inquiry 
as to whether it would be sure to please his 
congregation, produced his four dollars. 
Then he started out. At the door he paused 
and inquired again: ''They can't find any 
fault with it, can they?" “Most certainly 
not,” said Mr. Barnes, confidently. ‘‘ Be- 


cause, if they do,” said the solemn man, as 
his hand was upon the door latch, ‘‘they can 
go to h—1.” 


AT an island on the coast of Maine, which 
is much resorted to, there is an esteemed local 
clergyman, who is known to the summer 
residents as the * hen minister." This is by 
reason of the habit of telling a certain story 
which queerly illustrates the idea of faith: 
“I preached a sermon one Sunday,” the 
good minister will say, ‘‘on the doctrin of 
faith, in which I taught my hearers the good 
Christian doctrin that all things may be 
brought about by faith, instructing them that 
faith is the evidence of things not seen, the 
substance of things hoped for. There was à 
farmer's wife in the congregation who was 
greatly edified by the sermon, and came to 
me and told me that she now understood just 
what faith was. Next Sunday morning I 
overtook her on the way to church. ‘See 
here, parson,’ says she, ‘I don't think much 
of your teachin’ about faith) ‘Why not? I 
asked. ‘Why,’ says she, ‘the other day I 
heard my speckled hen a-cacklin’ like all to 
pay. Now,’ says I, ‘here is a chance to show 
what faith is. That speckled hen’s egg is the 
evidence of things not seen; the substance of 
things hoped for. [hav faith that she’s laid an 
egg, and I’m sure that when Pll go out to the 
shed I'll find it. So I goes out and looks for 
it, and there wasn’t any egg there, and that 
speckled hen hadn't laid any. Now, whats | 
your faith good for, I'd like to know? And i 
then,” the minister will say, ‘‘ I told her what 
was the matter with her faith, ‘It was 
meant for a rebuke to you that you didn’t 
find any egg there,’ said I. * You'd ought to 
hav trusted in God, and not in the hen?" 
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Qammunications. 


The Church and its Influence. 


: This direful condition of the people is directly 
chargeable to Christian teaching, with all the igno- 
rance and bestiality of the Middle Ages. A faithful 

‘portrayal of all the sickness and sorrows, the starva- 
tion and suffering, superinduced by the same teach- 
ing, would form one of the blackest pages ever 
written in the book of history. While science was 
experimenting in the laboratory, or studying the 
language of the rocks, or ascertaining the length 
of a degree on the earth, or watching with 
tireless zeal the motion of the heavenly bodies, the 
church was on bended knees, or engaged in war, or 
selling indulgences, or building shrines, or exhibiting 
holy relics, or burning heretics. 

The voice of science is that every effort should re- 
sult-in the amelioration of the race ; that steam, elec- 
tricity, earth, air, and ocean should be made to con- 
tribute to the happiness of man. 

The spirit of the church is that this life is of little 

. consequence. No matter how much we suffer here 
if we can ultimately reach heaven, 


Where sickness, sorrow, pain, and death 
Are felt and known no more. 


The world is but a “desert,” and regardless of all 
consequences in this life we should constantly keep 
our thoughts on heaven. 
Iam but a stranger here, 
l Heaven is my home ; 
Earth is a desert drear, 
Heaven is my home. 
Danger and sorrow stand 
Round me on every hand, . 
Heaven is my fatherland, 
Heaven is my home. 

Such is the spirit of the.church. Our thanks are 
due to science and not to the church that the earth 
is not a “desert” to-day. Anciently, the priesthood 
was the repository of knowledge! They not only 
taught religion, but so much of science, law, and 

medicin as they had learned and were willing to hav 
the people know. 

Little was known about disease, and everything of 
a miraculous character was believed to be possible. 
Everything not understood was believed to hav some 
supernatural power behind it. 

. Spells and charms were at à premium. A spell or 
, charm which would ward off some particular disease 

could be sold at a high price. Epilepsy, St. Vitus's 

dance, nervous affections, and even violent attacks of 
colic were believed to be the work of demons. Hence 

a formula for casting out demons could be sold ata 

high price. A man who had power to cast out devils 

was regarded as the “big Indian" of the tribe. 
. Is it any wonder that such people believed in 
* celestial communication, immaculate conceptions, in- 
spired men, demons and angels, virgins and saviors, 
resurrections and ascensions ? 

Men of such belief hav proved themselvs to be the 
worst enemies of mental and political freedom. They 
hav tortured and murdered some of the world’s 
bravest and noblest men. Men who hav tried to 
bring about better conditions and render life a little 
more agreeable hav been the special objects upon 
which the church has vented its fury. 

All this is not strange. Stop for a moment and 
think what it is to be a Christian and to believe as a 
Christian! The pursuit of earthly happiness is a 
crime. Sorrow and misery are the only passports to 
heaven. 

Death is the only escape from the bondage of life. 
Joy is to be banished from the earth in order to 
secure heaven and & harp. Our natural desires are 
_all wrong. What we most loathe we are to strive 

for. What will afford us delight we must shun as 
we would the brimstone regions of the nether world. 
Is it any wonder that such teaching culminated in 
the midnight of the Middle Ages? E 

Occasionally one will meet a minister who will say 
that he does not believe in “long-faced religion;” 
that Christians ought to be the most joyous and 
happy of any mortals on the earth. But this is not 
Christianity. Itis just what Liberals are trying to 
get into the heads of Christians. 

Hear the teaching of real Christians whose lead the 
people hav been following for the last eighteen hun- 
dred years : ^ 

If any man will come after me let him deny him- 
self and take up his cross.” Deny himself of what? 
Why, of all pleasure and everything which makes life 
agreeable or desirable, and wear & Puritan face as 
long as a stove-pipe. What is it to take up your 
cross? Why, to go down on your knees in tears and 
whine like a spaniel, and afflict yourself till life be- 

-comes a burden, and then get up in meeting and lie 
before the world by telling how much you enjoy your 
afflictions. ° X 

“Be afflicted and mourn and weep. Let your 
laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to 
heaviness. Woe unto you that laugh.” 

This is Christ’s teaching. If any teach that Chris- 
tians ought to be happy and filled with joy, he does 
not teach New Testament doctrin. Everyone is to 


weep and be afflicted, Everything of a vivacious 
nature. is to be turned to leaden heaviness. The 
world is to be draped in mourning—no joy, no smiles. 
‘Everybody dressed in black—all dead. “Life is a 
great funeral and all the world a graveyard.” 

This is the New Testament idea of life. If Chris- 
tians hav got light enough from the Liberals so that 
their religious text-book begins to be distasteful to 
them, let them revise it. or get up a new one alto- 
gether. If the time ever comes that all men fully 
believe in the doctrins of the New Testament, and 
act from their belief, earth will be transformed into a 
great lair, and all the inhabitants into tigers. When- 
ever a man fully believes that heaven depends upon 


lief, he becomes a persecuting monster. 
In his judgment it would be a thousand times bet- 


chances of his unsettling the faith of others. The 
mild punishment of being roasted at.the stake bears 
no relations to that eternal roast, where the smoke of 
their torments ascendeth up forever and ever. 

Better to put an Infidel out of the way than to 
hav the salvation of a single soul jeopardized by his 
teaching. This is Christian philosophy, and it has 
murdered more than three millions of human beings. 
All the relentless butchers of the Inquisition believed 
in this philosophy. : . 

Oswald says: ' At the end of the thirteenth cent- 

the enemies of nature (the Christians) had 
reached the zenith of their power, and at that time it 
may be said that, without a single exception, the 
countries of Christian Europe were worse governed, 
more ignorant, more superstitious, poorer, and un- 
happier than the worst-governed province of pagan 
Rome. Whichever way the eye might be turned was 
darkness, slavery, and misery; bigoted tyrants and 
brutalized serfs; neglected fields and blighted 
cities; perverted sciences and paralyzed industries ; 
hordes of self-torturing maniacs, frenzying the people 
with their threats and prophecies; international man- 
hunts, religious massacres, witchcraft riots, and a 
merciless war waged against every form of mental 
and social independence; the lower classes treated no 
better than beasts of burden, their habitations more 
like dens than houses, living on black bread, roots, 
and herbs.” i 

Such was the condition of France when the church 
owned two-thirds of the best lands. And yet half of 
the ministers. prate about the French Revolution, 
and charge to Infidelity all the ruin and bloodshed. 

The Christian religion, carried out in its true 
spirit, will produce these results every time and 
everywhere. It is a system of ignorance, poverty, 
and sorrow, and not of intelligence, prosperity, and joy. 

In proof of this it may be stated that while Chris- 


learning lay dead for more than a thousand years. 

About the beginning of the tenth century there 
were very few men in Rome itself who were men of 
letters. Not one priest in a hundred in Spain could 
address a common letter to another. Every philos- 
opher and reformer had a lifelong struggle with des- 
pots and bigots. The worst tyranny that has ever 
oppressed the children of men has been perpetrated by 
Christians and in the name of the Christians’ God. 

To show the power and the influence of the church 
over the times and the minds of men, it is only 
necessary to mention that Blackstone, in his great 
work entitled, “ Commentaries on the Laws of Eng- 
land,” approves of confiscations and penalties of 
and upon those who spoke in language derogatory to 
the Book of Common Prayer. : 

Dr. Priestley, with characteristic boldness, at once 
attacked the barbarous position, and made the great 
commentator promis to leave out the objectionable 
passages from future editions of his work. 

In the day of Blackstone (and he died only a little 
over a hundred years ago), no man could hold a civil 
office in England who had not received the sacra- 


| ment and subscribed to the “ Thirty-Nine Articles." 


For a man to preach who did not subscribe to these 
articles involved heavy fines and a long term of im- 
prisonment. Every student of Oxford was com- 
pelled to subscribe to the articles of the church be- 
fore he could enter the institution. 

These positions Dr. Priestley also attacked with 
the boldness of a lion, and showed conclusivly that a 
man's religious belief should not cut him off from 
any of his civil rights. 

It should be remembered that Dr. Priestley was 
one of the most noted chemists and scientists of his 
day, and that few men rendered greater or more 
lasting services to the world than he did. And how 
did the church reward this great man for his invalu- 
able services? 

A Christian mob surrounded his house and set it 
on fire. His library, apparatus, with all his valuable 
manuscripts—in short, the valuable scientific and lit- 
erary accumulations of a lifetime—perished in the de- 
vouring flames. He and his family were compelled 
to flee for their lives, and only escaped death through 
the concealment of friends. Priestley witnessed from 
a concealed position the destruction of his house and 
valuable effects, and succeeded in escaping under an 
assumed name. : LE l 


faith and belief, and that hell is the reward of unbe-. 


ter for an Infidel to be burnt alive than to take the | 


tianity was at its best, and bore full sway in Europe, . 


To show the loving kindness of those who hav re- 
ceived a gospel education, and the feeling which a lot 
of pious cranks manifested toward this great scientist, 
and reformer, at a dinner of clergymen, one of the 
monkey-faced embassadors from God’s throne de- 
clared that if “ Dr. Priestley were mounted on a pile 
of his own works, he would be ready to set fire to the . 
pile and burn him alive.” The speaker was applauded 
without a dissenting voice; all laughed heartily and 
thought it would be a “very brilliant process for get- . 
ting away with an enemy of God.” ; i 

Another pious scullion in a newspaper article de- - 
clared that he “ would like to see Dr. Priestley beg- 
ging bread. through the streets and ending his days 
inthe poorhouse without a friend to close his eyes. 


So fare the great and the good in the hands of the `` 


church. ; g : 
Think of squeezing the head of a young man in a ' 
theological institution of learning as a Flathead 
mother does the head of her child, loading him with 
creeds and dead-weights, putting on curbs, and incas- 


ing him in an iron jacket, and then teaching him that ' 


men are too vile to liv who teach a better way! Is it 
any wonder that men are converted into human tigers 
in such institutions? Better to let a young man take 
his chance in the universal school of nature. 

May I cherish the hope that these facts, told in a 
broken way as they hav been, will be remembered by 
the young Liberals of the land, and when a whining 
hypocrit in black coat and white choker stands up in 


the pulpit and claims that the chürch has always © 


been the promoter of science and reform, that they 
will call him to an account and ‘let him know that he 
cannot stand up before the world, even in the “ cow- 
ard's castle," and utter these stale, moldy lies without | 
being rebuked? The young men who take this course 
will render far greater service to coming generations 
than those who enter theological schools and never 
rise above immaculate conceptions, resurrections, and 
ascensions, which hav only served to muddle. the ` 
minds of men for many centuries. The people will 
never rise above this holy nonsense until they learn 
the important fact that the Gods hav never been en- 
gaged in writing books. 

Suppose, in old mythological times, some person or 
persons had been impressed with the idea that he or. ' 
they ought to write out the will of the gods. Then, 
after a time, suppose these writings should be 
regarded as inspired, and become of divine authority. 

As men became more enlightened and began to 
study the laws of matter and motion, the causes of 
wind and tide and other phenomena in nature would 
be sought for. What produces the changes of the 
moon? And. why at times is her face entirely ob- 
scured? Why is the sun sometimes shrouded in 
darkness? What causes the succession of day and 
night, the changes of the seasons, etc.? Answers to 


these and a hundred other kindred questions would . 


be sought for by those whose keen eye had been 
turned toward scientific subjects. ` 

As these causes came to be understood, the gods * 
which were supposed to be the moving causes would 
be brought into discredit, and a conflict between the - 
believers in these gods and sacred writings and the 
scientists would be the result. 


Now, it requires no great mental keenness to see- 


how natural it would be for the adherents to that 
religion to oppose every scientific discovery. To 
them everything must be accounted for by the gods, 
and sanctioned by their sacred writings. Of course 
every scientist would be a heretic and incur the dis- 
pleasure of the gods, and would consequently be a 
bad man. 

Undoubtedly there would be terrible penalties 
attached to the disrespectful mention of or allusion 
to the gods, or for violations of the sacred writings. 
Hence these religionists would persecute the scien- 
tists, because they would think they were carrying 
out the will of their gods in so doing. 


If the punishments in their sacred writings were 7 


like some of those meted out in the Old Testament, 
the devotees would be barbaric in their persecutions, 
and after inflicting the most dreadful penalties which 
their ingenuity could invent, they would hand over 
the heretic to old Pluto to be further dealt with in | 
the infernal regions. 

All will see that Pluto is the right-hand man in. 
carrying out the will of the gods. In this compari- 
son I think I hav succeeded in' showing the reason 
why nearly every scientific discovery has met with 


opposition from the church, and why the Christian :. 


religion has acted as a clog to human progress. 

With all the light of the nineteenth century, men 
still believe in the ghosts, bugaboos, impossibilities, 
and absurdities of two thousand years ago. This is 
80 only because these absurd notions were written 
down in a book when men believed them possible. 
This book is regarded as the word of God, and these 


| consequences must follow as long as men are taught 


to believe in God-written books. , 
Draper says: “Immaculate conceptions and celes- 
tial descents were so currently received in those days 
that whoever had greatly distinguished himself in 
the affairs of men was thought to be of supernatural 
lineage.” 7 m 
Romulus, the founder of Rome, is said to hav owed | 
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. his existence to the accidental meeting of the god 
Mars and -the virgin Rhea-Sylvia. For hundreds of 
years this was implicitly believed. 
The legend that the mother of Plato, a pure virgin, 
conceived through the influence of Apollo, and that 
the god had declared to the future husband the 
Parentage of the child, was current for hundreds of 
yéars in Egypt. l : 

This shows that if the people are sufficiently igno- 
rant and superstitious, women can giv birth to young 
gods as well as young children. 

. In owr enlightened age it is almost impossible to 
understand the authority with which. the commands 
and decrees of Alexander the Great came to the peo- 
ple of Syria and Eygpt when he styled himself 
* King Alexander, the son of Jupiter Ammon.” The 
ignorance of the people makes anything possible with 
the gods. i ` 

. Step by step, as man advances,-some new error of 
the church is brought to light. She stands before 
the world with the broad claim that wherever Chris- 
tianity is found, there is found the highest type of 
civilization, and that to it we are indebted for every 
' gcientific discovery, and for every improvement of the 
age. These high claims are known to be hypocriti- 
. eally false, and ere long, instead of influencing the 
masses in her favor by such claims, she will bring 
.^down upon her head the scorn and contempt of all 
honest-minded men and women. Wilfred Hall ad- 
mits in a short paragraph that there has been a ter- 
rible conflict between science and religion, and that 
in this conflict religion has been driven to the wall. 
Now he proposes to recast the sciences so as to giv 
to Christianity a new lease of life. He virtually ad- 
mits that it is impossible to harmonize the Christian 
religion with science as now taught and understood, 
and declares before the world that unless his new 
theory of science is adopted, the old hag of supersti- 
tion is dead, and every attempt to resuscitate her will 
only be like the unmethodical kicking of a corpse 
when a galvanic battery is applied. Well, one day 
we expect to hear that the Christian religion is quietly 
Sleeping in its grave with other old mythological no- 
tions, and that Wilfred Hall, with his new theory of 
science, has taken hold of his own boot-straps, and 
lifted himself over the fence out of sight. In the 
campaigns of -Alexander astronomical records of 
Chaldaic origin were found more than a thousand 
years old. This shows.that there were greater scien- 
tific attainments two thousand years before Christ 
than one thousand years after. A determination to 
know nothing but “Christ and him crucified” has 
never turned the vigilant eye of the astronomer 
toward the heavenly bodies. During the centuries 
when there was the greatest craze over the Christian 
réligion there was the least done to advance science. 

(ro BE CONTINUED.) Jonn Prox. 


Spirit Photography. 

To tae Eprror or Tse TnuTH Seeger, Sir: Mr. 
Robinson complains that the report of the committee 
did not do Mr. Keeler justice. Iam so far inclined 
to agree with him that I will write another report 
individually, which shall do him justice: 

INDIVIDUAL REPORT OF THE INVESTIGATION. 

Mr. Robinson issued a challenge in which he proposed to 
demonstrate to a committee the genuinness of the spirit pho- 
'tographs produced upon the negativs taken by Mr. Keeler. 
For three weeks after Mr. Keeler had been notified that the 
committee were ready to proceed, he hesitated, and then de- 
clined to proceed without imposing restrictions upon the 
investigation. With manifest reluctance, these conditions 
were so far modified that it was possible to proceed; and the 
first meeting was held on June 20th. We were not invited to 
impose tests or to examin the premises. 'Two hours were 
consumed in taking six negativs, upon one of which there 
appeared a face such as could evidently hav been produced 
. by putting a transparent positiv in the plate-holder at the 

time of the exposure. -At the second session, on June 28d, 
lasting two hours, six more negativs were taken, no one of 
which bore 4 spirit face. At the third session, on June 26th, 
which we were informed would be the last in consequence of 
Mr. Keeler’s leaving the city, we insisted upon proposing 
tests. During the two hours which these tests consumed, 
six more negativs were taken, one so-called spirit face ap- 
pearing upon a plate when I had interrupted my tests in order 
to giv visitors an opportunity to see a spirit photograph 
taken, and no result appearing upon any one of the other five 
plates. Had any extraneous face appeared upon any one of 
-those five plates, it would hav either. demonstrated Mr. 
Keeler beyond dispute to be a fraud, or would hav been an 
exceedingly strong evidence of the reality of spirit photo- 
grapls. This ended the investigation proper. Omitting 
the plate at the last session where I had interrupted my tests, 
in the taking of seventeen negativs only one spirit face ap- 
~ peared to be produced, and that was before we had been 
invited to propose or did impose any tests whatever; in other 
words, before our investigation began. Although Mr. Keeler 


was in the city most of the time for several weeks, and. 


although the committee formally proposed further investiga- 
tion, no opportunity was afforded to us. We also examined 
various other negativs and prints, some taken in the presence 
of members of the committee after the session proper was 
closed, and others under conditions unknown tous. Inspec- 
tion of those negativs and prints showed that, with one ex- 
ception, every one of them could hav been taken either by 
previous printing or by simultaneous exposure; and we were 
satisfied that that exception was a photograph.of a prepared 
tableau. I therefore individually report: 1. That Mr. Rob- 
inson failed to furnish us any evidence whatever of the ex- 
istence of a spirit photograph; 2. That he furnished us abun- 
dant evidence.of the fraudulent character of the so-called 
spirit photographs taken by Mr. Keeler. 
i i Henry M. PARKHURST. 


While this is all that was necessary in my judg- 


investigation, let me do justice to Mr. Robinson. 
Notwithstanding his charge of insincerity upon my 
part, and notwithstanding his flagrant misquotations 
from the committee's report, I believe him to be sin- 
cere; and this is not *sarcasm." i 


TRUTH Sxexer of Oct. 2d, I will classify the points 
and reply to them as far as possible in bulk: 


to call attention to the fact that our report nearly 
covered two pages, in spite of every effort at con- 
densation. 


certain matters, I hav only to deny his allegations of 


he expressed a wish that we should. 


ment, if we had been called upon merely to giv our | 
own verdiet,we decided in our report to giv Mr. 
Keeler the benefit of any possible doubt that even 
Mr. Robinson could hav or imagin, and to show every 
circumstance and ta count for him every plate which 
could possibly be interpreted or misinterpreted in his 
favor. I do not find in Mr. Robinson’s long letter 
any statement that any evidence was furnished us 
which we omitted or misrepresented, or indeed that 
any such evidence was furnished us at all as to justify 
a favorable report. 


Having thus done justice to the results of the 


In order to reply most briefly to his letter in Tur 


1. As to the complaints of omission, it is enough 


2. As to statements that I ought to hav suppressed 
any agreement to suppress them. I do not deny that 


3. There was no provision in the challenge that 
we should attempt to prevent the production of 
fraudulent negatives. On the contrary, in my original 
letter I stated—and this shall be quoted correctly— 
“Critical watching would not be required.” If Mr. 
Robinson understood jugglers' tricks a little better, 
he would hav seen that putting the plates “in the 
possession and charge of Dr. Leigh" would hav left 
the door wide open, unless Dr. Leigh himself put 
those plates into the plate-holder, put the plate-holder 
into the camera, and after exposure developed the 
plates himself. Even then it might be said that Dr. 
Leigh was in collusion with Mr. Keeler. My methods 
were such that if there had been a dozen or more 
persons present every one could be certain that all the 
others combined could not by collusion produce a 
fraudulent negativ without its being betrayed. My 
object was not to prevent fraudulent negativs, but to 
insure that a fraudulent negativ should betray 
itself. 

4. Mr. Robinson makes the most of my attempting 
to cateh Mr. Keeler in fraud by turning the plate, 
and by looking for a positiv. I was not insincere nor 
biased enough to induce me to suppress these facts 
although they were manifestly only known to myself. 
My turning the plate would not at all interfere with 
any genuin result, occupied: but afew seconds, and 
might hav betrayed previous printing by inverting 
the position of the spirit face. And in looking for 
the positiv, my knowledge how the previous negativs 
had been produced did not show how that particular 
negativ was to be produced. If there had appeared 
upon that negativ a pieture bearing the marks of 
simultaneous printing, it would hav been little credit 
to my acumen if I had been compelled to declare that 
I believed it to hav been printed from a positiv in 
the plate-holder, which, although I had taken the 
plate out of the plate-holder myself, I had been so 
careless as to overlook. If such a face had appeared 
upon that plate as the one which appeared at the 
first session, my search would hav been important 
evidence in favor of the genuinness of that negativ, 
for it would hav tended to show that, improbable as 
it is, the spirits did produce just such a negativ as 
we ascribed to simultaneous printing, or else that my 
careful search was not careful enough. 

5. Mr. Robinson quotes, not very accurately, but 
sufficiently well, two of my remarks, which I will ex- 
plain. I told him that if the face of one of my 
relativs should appear upon a plate I should not 
know that Mr. Keeler had not succeeded in obtaining 
a print somehow from which he could copyit. The 
“particular one" was a person who had never had 
but one picture taken, and I had a copy of 
that. The other remark was to the effect that if the 
intention was to giv Spiritualism à boom by an un- 
accepted challenge, it was a game of bluff, and that it 
should not rest in that way longer than I could help, 
but should be put upon a secure foundation if it 
would bear investigation. 

6. There was no “intended sarcasm” in the wish 
to aid the spirits in establishing the verity of the 
photographs if the spirits could make them, but it 
was a misquotation to say that we wished to aid them 
in producing the results. There are so many mis- 
statements and misquotations with regard to minor 
matters that I will not take up the space to refer to 
them. I will only call attention to one misquotation 
so flagrant that if I were not personally acquainted 
with Mr. Robinson I should consider it an intentional 
falsification. He says the committee chose to rely 
“entirely upon an examination of the negativs,” 
whereas what the committee said was (see IV. at the 
end of the report) * We were therefore obliged to 
rely mainly upon an examination of the nine negativs 
themselvs for internal evidence of their origin." 
had just given the reasons why we could not hav our 
choice; we did not rely entirely, but mainly, upon this 


Wer 


sort of evidence, and we referred to negativs already 
taken, and not to negativs to be taken. 

7. Mr. Robinson says the committee attempted to 
pass judgment upon the negativs as experts. That 
is his word and not ours, and he proceeds to show ` 
the unreliability of the testimony of experts paid to 
testify upon a particular side. . Let us compare the 
position of the committee with that of Mr. Robinson 
himself. 'The committee thought they could judge 
from the negativs themselvs how they might hav been 
produced. Weselected the tableau pictureas “ bearing 
characteristics entirely different" from all the others. 
Mr. Robinson admits that that picture was taken 
*under very different conditions" from the others, 
showing that in that instance, at least, the committee 
did form a correct judgment of the manner in which 
a negativ was taken from an examination of the neg- 
ativitself. Now, the committee were free to report 
strietly according to the evidence; he had placed him- 
self in advance as the advocate of one side. The 
committee were practica ly acquainted with photog- 
raphy; he knows nothing about it practically, and it 
would hardly be an exaggeration to add, theoretically. 
The committee gave their judgment upon the “cane 
picture,” and upon that “which showed the slide 
partially drawn,” not only upon the points stated in 
the report, but upon everything which they could see 
‘on the negativs. Mr. Robinson states circumstances 
which the committee did not enumerate—not having 
the negativs before me I cannot vouch for their ac- 
curacy—and some of these additional circumstances 
which he refers to as contradicting our opinion, tend, 
to a practical photographer, to demonstrate the cor- 
rectness of our opinion. It is for the readers of Tun 
TRUTH SEEKER to judge for themselvs which is most 
likely to be reliable, the opinion of three practical 
‘photographers, having no interest to bias them, or 
the opinion of Mr. Robinson unsupported by experi- 
ence, and in his position with reference to this inves- 
tigation. Henry M. Parxuorst. 

Brooklyn, Oct. 7, 1886. 


To rue Eprror or Taz TavrH SEEKER, Sir: In the 
matter of Mr. Keeler’s spirit photography, I beg to 
‘say a word in defense of my old friend Henry M. 
Parkhurst. The charge made against him of insin- 
cerity and injustice in that investigation I most indig- , 
nantly resent. I was Mr. Parkhurst’s first assistant 
in reporting the debates of the United States Senate 
from 1848 to 1854. For many years thereafter we 
worked together, some of the time as partners, occu- 
pying the same office in New York, and for a time 
our families lived in the same house. During a pe- 
riod of twenty years, I think no man knew him more 
intimately than I did; and I can truly say that I hav 
known few men so just and conscientious as he. In 
the early days of Spiritualism, he and I tested the 
phenomena and accepted the spirit theory. In 1867 
he and I, together with Dr. Edwin Leigh and the late 
Wm. Blair Lord, my partner, prepared a test of inde- 
pendent clairvoyance to be submitted by Mr. Park- 
hurst to the sleepless girl in Brooklyn. She lived 
nearly opposit Mr. Parkhurst’s house, and all the rest 
‘of us had been permitted to see her, through the 
‘influence of Mr. Parkhurst and family, who were her 
most frequent and welcome visitors. An accident, 
prevented the use of that test; but Messrs. Park- 
hurst and Leigh prepared another similar one, which 
was submitted to the sleepless, speechless, and 
sightless girl. The result was written out June 8, 
1867, and signed by Mr. Parkhurst. It concludes as - 
follows: 

I regard the proof as complete that she read the printed 
slip, so far as stated above, absolutely independent of all hu- 
man knowledge of its contents. 

This report will be found printed in the New York 
Herald, Nov. 30, 1878, together with a further state- 
ment written April 24, 1869, and a corroborativ 
attestation by Dr. Edwin Leigh. Surely nothing 
could be more sincere and just than that report. 
And now, having read his recent report on spirit 
photographs, and the foggy animadversions upon it 
by Mr. R. M. Robinson, I am justly indignant at the 
imputations to Mr. Parkhurst of insincerity and a 
lack of good faith. If he entered upon the investiga- 
tion with a suspicion of fraud, it was a just suspicion. 
In 1868 I saw some of the first specimens of spirit 
photography in the office of the Herald of Progress, 
New York. They were alleged to be produced 
through the mediumship of Mr. Mumler, of Boston. 
At first I was astonished, but on close inspection I 
discovered internal evidence of fraud, and wrote an 
exposure for the Herald of Progress. From that 
time to this, I hav suspected the genuinness of all 
spirit photography. W. H. Bors. 

Washington, D. C., Oct. 1, 1886. 

—— o 
Mr. Bowman’s Epigrams. 

If God wants us to forgiv our enemies, why don’t 
he set the example by shaking hands with the devil? 

It is hoped that before long ministers will honor 
this country by their absence. 

Men wil trust those with their souls whom thev . 


would not dare to trust with their wives. 
Grorazs W. Bowman. 
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Leon (Iowa) Secular Union, per John W. Long.. 5.00 
jc RE 8,477.68 


Call for the Tenth Annual Congress. 


To the Auxiliary Secular Unions and to all Citi- 
zens of the United States and Canadas who 
support the Nine Demands of Liberalism: 


You are invited to attend the Tenth Annual Con- 
gress of the American Secular Union, to be held in 
New York city, at Chickering Hall, Fifth avenue and 
18th street, on November 11th, 12th, and 13th, and 
also on Sunday evening, the 14th, a lecture by Col. 
Robert G. Ingersoll, which concludes the Congress. 

Pursuant to a vote of the last Congress, notice is 
hereby given that the following amendments to the 
constitution of the Union will be acted upon: 1. To 
reduce the fee for life-membership from $25 to $10. 
2. Or, on payment of $10 by applicant for member- 
ship, to authorize the secretary to issue ten-year 
membership certificates, with all the privileges of 
lifeemembership during that time. 3. Whenever a 
man or woman has taken out annual membership 
certificates for three or five consecutiv years, such 
person thereafter on payment of annual-membership 
fee to possess the privilege of life-membership. 

The Congress will also be called upon to consider 
measures for carrying on the work of Freethought, 
and securing the adoption of such laws by the various 
state governments and by the national government, 
as shall make the United States thoroughly Secular, 
&nd the repeal of all laws now on the statute-books 
which conflict with the Nine Demands of Liberalism. 

Local auxiliary Unions are entitled by the Union 
constitution to five representativs in the Congress— 
the president and secretary and three delegates. All 
charter-members and life-members, all vice-presidents, 
all chairmen of state executiv committees, are entitled 
to seats and votes in the Congress. Annual mem- 
bers are entitled to seats but not votes, except by 
permission of the Congress. 

It is hoped that every auxiliary Union will send a 
full delegation to the Congress, and that every Free- 
thinker in the United States and Canada, who can, 
will be present. . 

Per order of board of directors: 

R. G. Ixeznasorr, President. 
Samuzt P. Putnam, Secretary. 
CounzTLANDT PALMER, Treasurer. 
Cuarres B. REywonps, Ch. Ex. Com. 
E. M. MacpoNarp, Ch. Fin. Com. 
++  —  —— 
News and Notes. 


I presume the readers of Tue TRUTH SEEKER and 
Subscribers to the Campaign F'und will be interested 
in a statement of the financial affairs of my lecture 
trip. This will giv a better understanding of the 
work accomplished, and the difficulties in the way. 
Although I bav had what I consider a successful 
trip, and the Liberals I hay met hav been exceedingly 
generous; and hav made my labors very pleasant, yet 
the distances to be traveled are so great, and there is 
80 much to be done in order to arouse large commu- 
nities and excite attention, that the amount realized 
above expenses is not sufficient to justify one in mak- 
ing so extensiv a campaign on his individual risk. 
The mass of the Liberals of this country are not rich. 
They are, I am glad to say, working people—the 
most honorable of all—but as they are few in number 
and widely scattered, the pioneer work of lecturing 
and organizing can bé carried on only by national 
cooperation. In this way the secretary is enabled to 
go into new fields, which after a time will amply 
repay. I desire a frank understanding all round, in 


order that friends interested in the work of the. 


American Secular Union may know what has been 
done, how it has been done, and what it has cost, 
etc., so that, if possible, more excellent plans and 
methods may be adopted for the future. 

The total amount of money received by me as the 
result of my lecture trip from all sources was 
$1,262.75. The expenses were as follows: hall rent, 
$287.50; hotel, $115.50; railroad, $342.81; advertis- 
ing, $92.49; incidentals, $44.87. Total, $882.72, 
leaving $380.03 as balance above all expenses. The 
generous hospitality of friends along the route pre- 


vented the hotel bill from being twice as large as it- 


was. I shall make, of course, a more detailed state- 
ment, including every item of expenditure, to the an- 
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nual Congress, for its examination and approval, so 
that every contributor to the fund will know exactly 
how the money has been used. In this report I con- 
fine myself to the receipts of the lecture field, in 
order that the needs, difficulties,.etc., of pioneering 
may be understood. 

The secretary gave 146 lectures, and received 
above all expenses $380. This makes about $2.60 
for each lecture given—less than the wages of a good 
mechanic or miner. The secretary, with scarcely an 
exception, devoted all his time for seven months to 
the work, and traveled over ten thousand miles. Of 
the one hundred thousand drummers in the land, I 
do not think that one of them would go through 
that amount of labor and travel for the same remu- 
neration. Now, the question for the Liberals of this 
country and for the American Secular Union to de- 
cide is whether this kind of work is valuable, and 
shall it be sustained? If itis to be sustained, then 
it must be sustained by a codperativ effort. The 
secretary this year has given over one hundred lect- 
ures where no Freethought lectures hav been given 
before, and I venture to say that all of his lectures 
hav been given at points where there would hav been 
no lectures otherwise. He has, therefore, not gone 
over familiar ground, or interfered with other labor- 
ers. He has simply put in some extra work which 
would not hav been done had there been no Secular 
Union. The Union takes the place of nothing else. 
It only supplements other instrumentalities—our 
lecturers, papers, books, etc. If this kind of lecture 
work is not done by the Union, then. it wil not be 
done at all. The policy of the Union was adopted 
at Cassadaga. It has been pursued with success for 
two years. I believe much has been accomplished 
that otherwise would not hav been accomplished. 
The policy is that of combined effort, the Liberals 
of the country saying to the secretary, Go into all 
frontier fields possible, and we will back you up—we 
will pay the bills. The secretary has done so. In 
many cases he has assumed the entire responsibility 
of hall rent, advertising, etc, and the results hav 
justified his course. In almost every case the local 
expenses were paid by the communities where the 
lectures were given, and something above.  Audi- 
ences of one thousand and fifteen hundred hav been 
gathered together and a great interest created, and 
Secular Unions formed, all of which could not hav 
been done except by the adoption of this policy. 
The whole lecture trip of the secretary was the re- 
sult of this policy, and could not hav been made with- 
out united effort and support. He could not on his 
own individual responsibility assume the risks that 
he did. It would be simply impossible. The figures, 
as I hav given them, demonstrate this to every gen- 
erous-minded Liberal The readers of Tue TRUTH 
SzEkER know what has been done through the letters 
which hav been written from week to week. It is for 
them to judge, and for those who hav contributed to 
the campaign fund, whether the acquaintanceship, 
the interest, the fellowship and noble feeling culti- 
vated by these intercommunications among Liberals 
shall be continued or not. These questions, and others 
of practical importance, will come before the New York 
Congress. I hope there will be a thorough discus- 
sion. We want to find the best way. We want to 
understand each other. We want to help all round. 
We want to keep every worker in the field. We 
want to make new opportunities for labor. We want 
to push things, to arouse, agitate, discuss, reform. I 
want every Liberal that can to attend this New York 
Congress. I want as large a delegation as possible 
from the auxiliary societies. I want a representativ 
assembly and full and frank expression of opinion. 
We need to look all difficulties straight in the face. 
It is no easy task that we undertake. 
for the past year has given me hope and ardor. I 
hav met so many earnest friends, and with them 
come in contact with such splendid inspirations and 
forces for human improvement and happinesss, that 
I can only hav an abiding faith in the victory of our 
cause. Yet I also see the great difficulties that are 
in the way—the innumerable forces with which 
we must contend; the organized power that is 
against us; the ignorance, the bigotry, the prejudice, 
the indifference, the cowardice; the solid mass of un- 
educated people, and eight hundred million dollars of 
untaxed capital in the hands of ecclesiastics who rule 
by fear and superstition. These things, while they 
do not discourage nor weaken, make one realize 
that only by the most stubborn patience and 
endurance and strenuous exertion can the day be 
won. The battle is not a brief one. The prog- 
ress is slow. Each advantage gained only makes 
the conflict more determined. No flowery path is 
ours; no music, banners, and torchlight processions, 
but hard work, and work for many years. Unity, 


therefore, is necessary in our ranks ; fraternal feeling, 


sincerity, and complete understanding and harmony. 

Once before there has been a convention of Free- 
thinkers in New York, as recorded by Mr. Mendum 
in the Znvestigator. It was a noble gathering of 
men and women devoted to liberty and justice. Let 
the memory of that first meeting stir us to greater 


My experience. 


lectual development. There can be no better occa- : 
sion for a great conference of Liberals, who, gather- 
ing hope and energy from the past, shall find the 
best way to larger and more magnificent enterprise. 
So I say to all who read this, Come if you possibly | 
can; persuade your friends and neighbors to come; 
advertise the Congress as widely as possible; take 
special pains to hav the call published in your city, 
village, or county newspapers; talk it up wherever 
you can, and write about. it. The program will be 
published next weck. It will be an attractiv one, and 
I hav no doubt we shall hav the greatest congress of 
Liberals ever held in this country. 
Samurn P. Purnam. 


oO Ho  — —— 
The Liberal Club. 


It was in expectation of sitting down to an uncom- 
monly gorgeous literary spread that the man witha . 
badge-pin ambled joyously up Third avenue on the 
evening of Friday, Oct. 15th, to attend the 417th . 
regular meeting of the Manhattan Liberal Club. It” 
was a little past eight o'clock, by the gold watch that 
he got of Mr. Wettstein, when he reached the hall. 
Proceedings had commenced, the secretary having 
just arrived at that portion of the minutes of the 
previous meeting which chronicled the fact that at 
the usual hour the club adjourned. The hall was 
full, the women equaling the men in number, and 
somewhat surpassing them in good looks, though it 
is well known that the club has many male members ' 
who possess great physical beauty. The treasurer, ` 
for instance, is not a bad looking man; the librarian, 
Mr. King, has been spoken of before in this regard, ` 
and Vice-President Chamberlain needs no commen- 
dation from this feeble pen. A hundred familiar 
faces were recognized in the audience, and others 
that were missed will be seen no more in this world 


forever. 


President Wakeman was in the chair, and dis- 


:eharged the duties of that position with dignity and 


aplomb. There were many notices to read. Meet- 
ings would be held at various times and places. The 
supporters of Henry George would discuss the 
claims of that gentleman to the office of mayor; a 
concert would be held for the benefit of Mrs. Par- 
sons, wife of the convicted Anarchist; and the Spirit- 
ualists, who yet tarried on the bank and shoal of time, 
would likewise assemble to discuss the question 
whether this life is to be continued in our next. 
Two new applicants offered their names as members 
of the club, and the Chair urged others to do like- - 
wise. For the small sum of fifty cents a quarter they 
would be given the right to speak upon the platform, | 
and the privilege of growling at the officers. 

The speaker of the evening was Prof. Van Buren 
Denslow. In presenting Mr. Denslow to the audi- 
ence, the Chair observed that it did not agree with 
the professor in anything that it knew of. 

Professor Denslow was received with applause. 
He announced that he proposed to consider what are 
the true relations which Socialism, Communism, and 
crime bear to our civilization. Crime was, inalarge . 
percentage of cases, the outcome of destitution, and ` 
destitution was a condition of Communism in which 
no person had anything except what he owned in 
common with others. The speaker indorsed Horace 
Greeley’s cure for crime—one hundred and sixty 
acres of land and a team to work it. Colonization 
was the only curativ measure that had ever been 
tried. The criminal needs to be placed back in a 
simpler state socially. Our civilization is too com- 
plex for him. Socialism is the universal state in 
savage life. There can be no private property 
among savages, for the reason that their laws are 
not strong enough to protect it. Socialism is, there- 
fore, an effete condition from which we hav evolved, 
and not one which we should look forward to. We 
can learn nothing about true Socialism from the 
theorizers on that subject, like Henry George. We 
must depend upon observation, and we can observe 
its workings best among barbarians. In advocating 
the nationalization of land Henry George is recom- 
mending the methods of barbarism as a cure for the 
evils of civilization. In all ages men hav followed 
false prophets. The speaker referred to Moore's 
Mokanna, the Veiled Prophet of Khorassan, who 
wore a silver veil, behind which godlike beauty was 
supposed to be concealed, when, in fact, the veil hid 
only ugliness, leprosy, and corruption. So, in these 
days, the people are following a false prophet, none 
the less false because masquerading behind a veil of 
sophistry called political economy. A savior from 
heaven was never more needed than at present. 
There was. no class of people capable of doing as 
much mischief as those who want to make the world 
better and don’t know how. Incidentally, in the . 
course of his remarks, the professor referred to Mar- 
tin Irons, and characterized the strike which he or- 
dered in the southwest an act of extreme folly. 

The lecture had a somewhat chilling effect upon 
Mr. George’s sympathizers. The Chair announced 
that the inevitable discussion must ensue, but it 
would require something besides rhetoric to meet 
the lecturer's arguments. The floor was open for 


effort now, that we of to-day, after so many years, | speeches of ten minutes each, members of the club 
may make another shining landmark in man’s intel- | having the preference. 
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Mrs. Leonard, the first critic, admonished the pro- 
fessor that we must go back to barbarism not alone 
for examples of Socialism, but for our first lessons in 
liberty. Among the North American Indians crime 
was unknown before these aborigines came in contact 
with civilization. Somebody in the audience was at 
this {point inconsiderate enough to ask the speaker 
how she knew that fact, but was silenced by the 
reply, “I know it." Mrs. Leonard was surprised at 
Professor Denslow's lack of knowledge, and offered 
to giv him lessons in political economy free of cost. 

Captain Clark next assumed the platform with the 

. remark that he was a neophyte, with a good deal of 
phyte left in him. He agreed. with the lecturer, 
what that gentleman had said being confirmed by 

Captain Clark’s experience, which was worldwide. 
The captain prolonged his remarks somewhat, and 
.rambled slightly, so that an auditor was moved to 

suggest that life was short. Nevertheless, he keeps 
the people stirred up with his lively humor, and fills 
a long-felt want. 

Dr. Weeks said that a lie which is all a lie may be 
met and fought with outright, but a lie which is part 
a truth is a harder matter to fight. Such was the 
difficulty experienced in meeting the lecture of the 
evening. 

Madam Delescluze complained that ten minutes 
were quite inadequate to afford her time enough to 
answer all the fine casuistries of the lecturer. If 
Communism is barbarous, so is liberty, yet no society 
can exist that does not hav both for its basis. This 

: city is controled by the slime of the slums, from the 
judiciary down. The last hour of capital has come, 
and it must go. 

Professor Denslow, in-closing the discussion, said 
he doubted if Madam Delescluze knew anything 
about the judiciary of this city or any other, whether 
it was corrupt or not. Violent denunciators were 
apt to be inaccurate to a marked degree. A protest 
here from the madam recalled the subject of Martin 
Irons and the strike he was alleged to hav ordered, 
and Mr. King arose to explain that Martin Irons 
never ordered any strike and that Professor Denslow 

. did not know what he was talking about. The pro- 
fessor replied that, presuming Mr. King knew what 
he was talking about, he was pleased to be corrected. 

Thus harmony was restored, and the evening's exer- 
cises closed amid applause as hearty as that which 
had marked their opening. 

The rest of the program for the month is as fol- 
‘lows: 22d, “Mormonism—What It Is and How to 
Deal with It,” by S. P. Putnam; 29th, “Henry 
George in Politics; or, Ballots Before Bullets,” by 
James Redpath. . 

It costs but five cents to attend the meetings of 
this club; and nowhere else is found anything that so 
fills the empty places in human existence. Hav you 
trials and temptations, troubles more than you can 
bear, take this.club in Friday evenings; you will find 
a solace there. Presbyterians and ladies are encour- 
aged to come free of charge. 

— 
Chicago Secular Notes. 
A MEMBERS MISFORTUNE. 

Among the most liberal and enthusiastic members 
who joined this year was J. W. Howe, late treasurer 
of the Secular Union. Mr. Howe was formerly mail 
carrier, but by recent political changes was substi- 

-tuted for a Milesian member of the faithful. For a 
few weeks we missed him from his accustomed 
seat, but hearing he was now engaged Sundays, little 

‘ dreamed of the true reason of his absence, or of the 
calamity which had befallen him, until revealed by 


this brief letter: 
Coox County Hosprrat, Oct. 7, 1886. 
Officers and Members Chicago Secular Union: 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: Some of you, no doubt, hav ob- 
served my absence from your meetings, and I write to as- 
sure you such absence is not voluntary. I hav had one of 
my feet smashed by a railroad. train, and amputated. Am 
now in the county hospital. I expect to beat home ina 
week at 987 Madison street, and would be pleased to see any 
of you. Wishiug you every success, I remain 

Yours sincerely, J. W. Howe. 

It is my desire that we Liberals practically “put 
him on his feet,” and, as he has only one at present. 
to do that we must substitute a cork foot. He needs 
one, and it should be our pleasure and privilege to 
do that little for one of our most energetic workers. 

ANARCHIST SPEECHES. 

Those speeches, which I send for your personal 
perusal, hav already revolutionized public sentiment 
in favor of the condemned. Those of Spies and 
Fielden are more thoroughly humanitarian, contain 
greater depth and profound comprehension of social 
laws, are more sarcastic, logical, brilliant, and fervid 
than the famous speech of Robert Emmett. Hare 
declared that * the ultimate tendency of civilization is 
toward barbarism,” and if that verdict is to stand, I 
think he is about right. Parsons’s speech I hav not 
yet read. To counteract the effect of these speeches, 
Inquisitor Grinnell is making a lot of sensational 
newspaper talk about threatening letters being sent 
to the judge, prosecuting attorneys, jury, ete. If 
they hav received letters, they or their friends wrote 
them, as the friends of those men condemned know 
that to do any such thing would be the greatest pos- 


-sible injury to their case. Their friends would not 


be such fools. It serves to show what contemptible 
liars are these limbs of the law. 
EPISCOPAL CONVENTION. 

After revising the rubric and ritual, the laymen and 
bishops of the Episcopal convention hav under con- 
sideration a change of name, which at the same time 
indicates the change of front of orthodoxy, and es- 
tablishes as prophetic the oft-expressed opinion of 
Tue TaurE Szexer and Liberals generally, viz., that 
orthodoxy must eventually fall back on the Catholic 
church. . The name proposed before the convention 
is the American Catholic Church. It will not take 
long before some future convention drops the adjec- 
tiv, and they fall into the fold of the mother church. 
Straws indicate which way the wind blows. 

CHARLES WATTS, 
our first vice-president, lectured here twice last Sun- 
day; in the afternoon on “Atheism and the French 
Revolution,” in the evening on “Saints or Sinners— 
Which?" There can be no question as to Mr. Watts’s 
great ability, and I think that his lecture on the 
French Revolution is his most powerful effort; at 
least, it is most opportune. The French Revolution 
is a subject on which Americans generally need en- 


| lightenment, and this is also a timely topic in view of 


the growing monopolies which threaten to strangle 
what little liberty we hav left. 'To those Liberals 
interested in social and political reform I can heartily 
recommend this lecture on the French Revolution. 
It ought to be given in every town in the land. His 
evening lecture was a splendid piece of polemics. 
Chicago, Ill. E. A. STEVENS. 


s essa S a 
Evolution and “Spontaneous Generation.” 


In a recent number of Tur Teora Szexer Mr. D. 
Priestley, of Milwaukee, briefly criticised two points 
in my late articles on “Evolution and Special Crea- 
tion.” The gentleman says: “Mr. Watts speaks of 
‘spontaneous generation’ as a part of the process of 
evolution, whereas, if it were true, it would disprove 
evolution.” Now, it must be admitted that the term 
“spontaneous generation" is by no means a good 
phrase, neither is it scientific.. It has come down. to 
us from pre-scientific times, and is seldom used in 
the present day. The process is now called adio- 
genesis with Huxley, or archebiosis with Bastian. I 
shall not, therefore, defend the use of the expression, 
except on the ground that it is easily understood by 
the non-scientific. The principle is, however, a dif- 
ferent matter. Mr. Priestley says if this “were true 
it would disprove evolution.” But, in my opinion, 
the reverse is the fact. The evolution of the living 
from the non-living must be a part of the great 
scheme. For, otherwise, how did the living organ- 
ism originate? There is no alternativ but that of 
miracle. The error that Mr. Priestley appears to me 
to hav fallen into is in supposing that by “spontaneous 
generation” is meant that both high and low organ- 
isms are thus produced. No one supposes that high 
organisms can originate in non-living matter, and 
those of Pouchet doubtless came from germs which 
all his care had not succeeded in excluding. Indeed, 
this was proved by Pasteur, a far greater authority 
than Pouchet...In Bastian's experiments none but 
the lowest organisms were produced, namely, bacteria 
and vibriones. 

‘With regard to man being the last and highest 
animal, all that I meant was, the highest that had yet 
appeared. What may take place hereafter no one 
knows. And the theories respecting it are so 
numerous that their name is legion. The general 
impression among scientific men is that no higher 
physical development will take place, as under the 
rule of man's intellect the struggle assumes a differ- 
ent form. Professor Fiske has, I think, made this 
clear. But that is no part of my business to discuss 
now. The long extract from Huxley sets forth a 
view in which that professor stands almost—if not 
quite—alone. That, however, in no way affects the 
position taken in my articles. CuarLes Warts. 

t — ——— 


Cause of Earthquakes. 


The cause of earthquakes is very plain to one who 
accepts the theory of world-formation by accretion. 
More than seven million meteors enter the earth's 
atmosphere every twenty-four hours. Thus this 
planet has grown through incomputable ages, and 
with its growth the inereased pressure of gravity en- 
larges and expands the melted core. For the pro- 
digious force of gravity is all-sufficient to produce 
the internal heat. But some objector will say, Is 
not the internal heat radiated? Yes, but only infini- 
tesimally. Science tells us that the radiation to the 
surface is not one-sixteenth of a degree of Fahren- 
heit. This is not a thousandth part of the heat which 
the sun imparts to the earth’s surface. The meteoric 
growth therefore constantly enlarges and expands the 
melted core, causing cracks in the solid crust. 


Borer. 
— to 


Tur donations and legacies to the American Tract Society 
for the year ending April 1, 1886, amounted to $98,893. 
The salary list of the officers of the society for the same 
period was $94,800. A committee will see if they cannot re- 
duce the salary expenses. 
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rado, and Nebraska. 
him several weeks, but on account of his engagements in 
Montana he will be unable to reach them until the latter part 
of November. 
every night in the week, and twice or three times every Sun- 
day, until the 1st of February. He is now lecturing in 
Bozeman, M.T. But it will be best to write him at his per- 
manent address, Lake City, Minn. All mail is promptly for- 
warded. His line of travel will be along the Union Pacific 
Railway into Nebraska. 


Lectures and Meetings. 
From July 15th to October 15th J. E. Remsburg delivered 


just one hundred lectures. 


W.S. BzLr's list of lectures in Texas, up to November - 


4th, is as follows: October 16th, Temple; 17th, Belton; 19th 
Sparta; 20th, Clifton; 21st and 22d, Norse; 23d, Meridian; 
24th, Morgan; 25th, Walnut; 28th, Fort Worth; 30th, Ter- 
rell; November 2d, Corsicana; 8d, Kerens; 4th, Hubbard 
City. l 


CHARLES Warts lectures for Friendship Liberal League, 


Philadelphia, in Industrial Hall, Broad and Wood streets, 
Sunday, Nov. 7th, at 2:30 pm.; subject, “ If a Man Die Shall 
He Liv Again?—The Secularist Answer.” 
subject, ‘‘ Saints and Sinners—Which ?” 
throughout the city and vicinity are cordially invited to co- 
operate to make these lectures a success. 


At 7:30 P.M., 
The Liberal public 


Seats are free. 


W. F. JaAwrgsow's lectures are called for in Utah, Colo- 
Liberals in Nebraska hav waited for 


He wishes to remain in Nebraska, lecturing 


Tax seventeenth regular meeting of the Hempstead Free- 


thought Association was held in the new and beautiful read-. 
ing-room just fitted up at Liberty Hall. 
opened by avery pretty and finely rendered recitation by 
Miss Ada DeMott, the youngest member. 
Reynolds followed with a grand address on ‘‘ Secularism,” 


The exercises were 
Mr. Chas. B. 


giving a lucid exposition and strong defense of Secular prin- 
ciples. Answers to several questions in geology were read 
by the president, and questions in astronomy and geology 
propounded for next meeting. Two candidates for member- 
ship were proposed by the president and referred to the vig- 
ilance committee. The methods employed by this society 
are positiv and constructiv, which, while they command 
attention and respect, yet effectually undermine and destroy 
superstition. -The effort so far is a grand success, and we 


believe that if the same methods were more generally em- 


ployed, much more progress would be made in the Secular 
movement. 'The president, Mr. C. F. DeMott, will be 
pleased to giv any possible suggestion or information to those 
desiring to form similar societies.—H. H. GEER, Secretary. 


Mr. L. K. WasuBUnN will be one of the speakers at the 
coming Congress of the American Secular Union, and has 
been prevailed on to devote a few weeks to New York state. 
Now, let every earnest Liberal in our state make this a per- 
sonal matter. Here is duty, dear reader, for you to do. 
Who is not deeply interested in removing prejudice from the 
minds of friends and neighbors? .How many noble, generous 
hearts would cease opposition and heartily join us in our en- 
deavors if they could be made to realize the ennobling prin- 
ciples of Secularism and what our aims and objects really 
are! Mr. Washburn is a genial gentleman, a scholar, and 
a genuin Secularist. He never fails to advance the cause 
wherever he lectures, no mattcr how fierce the opposition, 
for he speaks with the glowing eloquence of his young, vig- 
orous manhood and the devotion the glorious truths of Sec- 
ularism inspire in a warm, generous heart. His lectures are 
delivered in such a frank, kindly spirit, yet so logical withal, 
that, while carrying conviction to the mind, he endears him- 
self to the hearts of his henrers. Write Mr. Washburn for 
dates at once, so that he may arrange his route without hav- 
ing long journeys to and fro, losing both time and money. 
Let us make an earnest effort, so that not one night of his 
sojourn in our state shall be without lecture engagement.— 
C. B. RzvNorps, Ch. Ex. Com. N. Y. F. A. 

— 92$ — — — 
Literary. 


The Rev. Dr. A. H. Lewis writes in the forthcoming num- 
ber of the Popular Science Monthly on the orig'n and results 
of Sunday Legislation. His contention is that the day was 
first instituted by pagan sun-worshipers, and that it has only 
been possible to maintain its status in Christian nations by 
the constant exercise of the authority of the state. 


* Men, Women, and Gods," by Helen H. Gardener, has 
been revised, and issued by The Truth Seeker Company, 
New York. The introduction by Robert G. Ingersoll is 
characteristic and emphatic, maintaining that Miss Garden- 
er’s arguments are irrefutable. If the writer does not con- 
vince the reader, she at least opens up a new field of thought 
and suggests a critical revision of old belief. The book is in- - 
teresting from more than one standpoint, and is earnestly 
written. The author is very strenuous to hav people throw 
off the shackles of superstition and break away from a blind 
following after the old teachings about the Bible and relig. 
ion.— Worcester Spy. ; 

Once a month we are reminded by the reception of Mr. 
Shaw’s Independent Pulpit that Liberalism is a large and 
growing factor in the civilization of Texas. By his platform 
and pen efforts Mr. Shaw contributes more than any other 
man to spread Liberal ideas in a part of the country supposed 
to be most obdurate in its belief in ancient errors. The 
twenty-four pages of the October number of the Pulpit are 
filled with contributions from talented writers, and editorials 
of solid worth. Mr. Shaw’s policy is to secure articles that 
shall be of permanent value to the cause of Freethought, that 
may be used by other writers as references. In this he has, 
so far, been very successful, and a file of the Pulpit is a Free- 
thought cyclopedia of argument. There is a wide field for a 
magazine of this character, and the Pulpit covers it in an ad- 
mirable manner, : 
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Communications. 


Socialism in India. 

TI. , 

Natural polygamists marry more than one wife, 
and support them too. The American monogamist 
does the same, but supports one wife at a time. He 
marries-and is divorced, remarries and is redivorced, 
'go that one person may ever hav as many wives or 
husbands in his or her lifetime, without bearing their 
burden, as the natural polygamists do. This sort of 
thing leads to a life devoid of any sacredness about 
it except that of loose, slippery character; it leads to 
anarchy, and saps the foundation of society. Mon- 
eyed people alone can marry. Matrimony is a lot- 
tery, and woman is the prize which falls to the lot of 
a few, so that seventy-five per cent are forced into 
single life against their will. They therefore take to 
drinking and licentiousness. In each city there are 
thousands of unmarried men and women. Instead 
of leading a lewd life, if these women will enter 
into matrimony and reform on Potters wheel so 
many men, they will entirely do away with anarchy 
and rowdiness, which hav disfigured this country; 
not only this, but these women will be the benefac- 
tors of society, by establishing social peace and po- 
litical tranquility. But no, such will not be the case. 
American freedom, liberty, and independence will 

_ revolutionize the whole world, and make life and prop- 
erty unsafe and uncertain. I should therefore like 

- to beg you to patiently listen to the history of India; 

where all the problems of life, right and wrong, gov- 
ernment and religion, hav scientifically been solved. 

The Western writers hav attempted to prove that 
both the Hindoos and Europeans originally belonged 
to one Aryan family, of which one-half migrated to 
the east and the other to the west. I do not like to 
enter into -this discussion. I however firmly be- 
lieve that each country, climate, and soil has its 
own productions peculiar to itself. Earth, water, 

air, and wind are full of life-germs when heated by 
fire. I therefore maintain that the Hindoos were 
born.in and belonged to India as her natural produc- 
tions. 

For eighteen hundred years the West treated the 
East as savage, barbarous, and semi-civilized. The 
European called the Eastern people by all choice 
names, such as pagan or heathen. I do not, there- 
fore, understand why they should now try to con: 
sider the Hindoos as their brothers, and claim to hav 
belonged to that Aryan stock whose shadow, some 
years ago, was a contamination to the white people. 
The Englishman is proud of tracing his genealogy back 
to some king or queen. Until the Englishman, Sir 

' William Jones, and his compeers, led the way into the 
splendid garden of Sanscrit literature; until the-as- 
tonished éye of the West saw its glorious flowers of 
yoe3y, its fruits of philosophy and metaphysics, its 
erystal-like rivulets of science, its magnificent struct- 
ure of philosophy, no one dreamed the world had 
had any history worth speaking of before the times 
of the Greek and Roman civilization. But now the 
Europeans would like to be the descendants of the 
Aryan race. Let them be as they wish; I must con- 
- fine myself to the Socialism of India. I beg your 
pardon for any deviation I may hav made in my 
discourse. I hav dwelt more on England and Amer- 
ica than I intended. 

The Hindoos, like the English, hav had their kings 
and queens, but they were rather the incarnation of 
their deities than their tyros. The land belonged 
to the subjects, so that every man has his own piece 

: of ground to plow and cultivate for the support of 
his family. Sufficient unto the day was the evil 
. thereof. The Hindoos do not strive to compete and 
emulate. Every man has a right to raise enough 
corn for himself and his family. Anything beyond 
that is considered sinful and an offense against his 
neighbor. Small villages are formed, and surplus 
product, if any, stored up right in the village, as an 
insurance against famin and hard times. As varie- 
ties of products were raised by different farmers, 
their exchange were thought indispensably neces- 
sary. Labor was thus divided, and traders or ex- 
changers were selected from among the farming or 
indigenous population. Their business was to ex- 
change goods and receive commissions in kind. These 
were all peaceful settlers, recognizing the brotherhood 
of man, though different in occupations. Both the 
farming and trading communities became flourishing, 
and were so engrossed by business that they. knew 
not how to guard themselvs against disturbances 
and protect from wild animals. About the time when 
the demand for protection grew paramount, some 
noble and self-sacrificing souls came forward and 
volunteered their services for the purpose. They 
were called soldiers or warriors. The Indian his. 
tory is replete with the lives of such illustrious per- 
sonages. Their names are holy and sacred. They 
are dear to every Hindoo. They are our gods. We 

_ make their images and worship them. Nowhere is 
the warrior-class so well revered and respected. We 
hav erected temples and monuments in commemo- 
ration of their auspicious advents on earth. Foreign- 


‘capitalists and laborers neither dreaded nor planned 


ers, especially missionaries, do not know that the’ 


images placed'in our temples are not images of that 
omniscient god, but of our protectors. The Hin- 
doos are hero-worshipers. They always pray to that 
unseen power for such pious protectors. We pay 
voluntary homage to them; hence, no taxes are levied 
on us by our kings, and anything given invol- 
untarily and with an unwilling heart was sinful. The 
farmers, the traders, and the protectors, therefore, 
lived peacefully and harmoniously, one acknowledging 
the necessity of another for his own goods. This 
went on without a hitch for centuries; but as society 
began to multiply another necessity arose, that of 
educating their children, and making social and po- 
litical laws and laws of inheritance. Each class had 
enough on hand and could not divide attention. 
They thought that educators and legislators should 
be unselfish and impartial. They should be free 
from self interest in works of education and legisla- 
tion. They sawthat parents should not be entrusted 
with care of their children, because of their natural 
tendency to impart selfish instruction to them. A 
fourth class was therefore appointed out of these 
elders, who renounced themselvs and took a vow. 
that they would on no account seek the pleasures of 
this world and lay treasures on earth. This class is 
called the Brahmans, or the spiritual nobility of India. 
They were unselfish ; cared not for frown or flattery, 
gold or silver, palace or place. The whole world 
was their home, all mankind their people, and to do 
good was their religion. Who will not respect such 
a person, who denies himself, nay, even sacrifices his 
times and power, for human happiness, without ex- 
pecting any reward in return? 

So you see we hav had in India, first of all, the farm- 
ers and laborers who owned the land and raised 
crops. Then came the traders or mercantil community, 
at the seeking of the farmers, for doing the exchange 
business. The merchants, having in their possession 
the products of the land for exchange, prayed and 
secured the assistance of defenders of -peace and 
protectors of property. ` This third class, as I said 
before, were the soldiers or warriors of India. They, 
in fact, were the rulers or kings of the Hindoos. 
They also felt the need of counselors and advisers, 
and selected from among themselvs and other two 
lower classes such persons who were universally re- 
spected. A fourth class was therefore added, who 
took the responsibility of instructing and governing 
the three lower classes enumerated above. That 
there might not be abuse of power, misappropriation 
of property, and unjust demands, the fourth class, 
called the Brahmans, made beneficent laws, touching 
on social relations, rights of man, politics, and relig- 
ion, and thus maintained the equilibrium of common- 
wealth. 

This way, you see, in India farmers and labor- 
ers are the property-holders. They are in full posses- 
sion of all they produce. They, however, seek the 
assistance of traders for exchange, and expect exact 
return, but the merchants, like the capitalists in Eng- 


land and America, became speculators, and grew rich. | 


Our lawgivers hav therefore imposed upon them the 
religious duty of distributing food among the poor 
and giving clothes to the naked. , They hav relig- 
iously enjoined the merchants to giv their neighbors 
a periodical feast twice a year, so that what little 
money they make by unjust speculations is thug em- 
ployed for charitable purposes, and in fulfilment of 
social obligation. In this manner the paupers, who 
in other countries hav become a source of anxiety 
and trouble to the wealthy, are easily tranquilized, 
and bound in obligation in my country. The Hindoo 
lawgivers fully recognized that in the order of things 
adversity and prosperity must go hand-in-hand, and 
the influence of one should be counterbalanced by 
another. If one, by extreme indolence and sluggish- 


ness, becomes poor, another, by extreme vigilance and. 


watchfulness, becomes rich, and both, in the scale of 
law and justice, are guilty, and must be punished— 
the poor for his laziness and the rich for his sharp- 
ness. The poor is proscribed heaven as long as he 
eats the bread and drinks the water of charity; the 
rich is debarred from celestial empire until the sins 
he committed in hoarding money by unjust means 
are washed away by feeding and clothing the poor 
with due respect. No social degradation or elevation 
is ascribed to the acts of giving or receiving charity. 
If a person, in doing charity, showed any superiority 
to one whom he fed and clothed, he was at once de- 
prived of his merit; on the other hand, the recipient 
is made to believe that he increases the burden of his 
debt as long as he does not eat by the sweat of his 
brows. Thus the capital and labor was equalized 
without strikes. Why will the poor destroy the 
property of the rich if the latter will recognize them 
as their unfortunate brothers? But the capitalists in 
England and America will never do so; they hav 
grown so selfish and so indifferent that they do not 
feel ashamed to bribe literary men to defend their 
cause. I do.not,therefore, know how their life and 
property could be safe and secure. The Hindoo 


such results. They never sought emigrants from 
abroad and then expelled them by force. India 
always has had enough work for laborers. As she 


impeached. 


never aimed at competition, so she never needed sur- 


plus labor. Farmers are considered the benefacters ` 
of society, and laborers their bosses. Rich folks are 
generally in plain attire, but their servants must be 
in livery of gold and silver, silk and satin. It is no 
shame for a master to be shabbily dressed, but his 
servant must be well fed and clothed, otherwise he is 
Goran VINAYAK JOSHEE. 
(TO BE CONCLUDED.) i 
a ne 


Montana. 
` To raz Eprron or Tur Trours Seeker, Sir: In this 


‘letter I will giv you a little theology. There is not’ 


the least doubt that Christians hav turned a longing 
eye toward these silver hills. Their theory is that 
the hills, as well as the cattle, are the Lord's. On 
the same train I came on, for two days there was a 
superintendent of the Young Men’s Christian Associ- 
ation. He gave me his card, but had no inclination 
to talk theology. Christians seldom want to talk 
with anybody unless one agrees with them. He got 
off at Helena, and I saw by the press, afterward, that 
he is occupied organizing those assassination socie- 
ties. Christians put their money (and all they can 
get of other people’s) into untaxed buildings. They 
know that wealth lends respectability to their church. 
The question is not so much, with them, the truth of 
a doctrin, as its respectability. Look at the Catholic 
church. For four hundred years it has withstood . 
the assaults of reason, and boasts of.it. In this 
country it is the most powerful organization—has the 
largest following of any sect. 

In Butte last Monday a column-and-a-half sermon 
of Priest Cushnahan was reported in the daily.. He: 
probably has more talent than any Protestant 
preacher in the city. We naturally expect the clear- 
est statemerits and the most convincing logic from so ` 
learned a source. Else of what practical value is the 
education about which the Christians continually 
boast? Of what earthly account are the colleges 
upon which both Catholic and Protestant churches 


pride themselvs, if the preaching of priest and `. - 


preacher does not commend itself to the plain dictates 
of common sense? What do we get from the most 
learned of them?  Assertions without proof. Dog- | 
matizing without end. To make this plain to anyone 
disposed to reason, we will giv a few extracts from 
Father’ Cushnahan’s sermon, which was considered 
valuable enough to print in a daily which charges ten 
cents a word for notices of our lectures in Renshaw's 
Opera House. Said the priest: ` TN 

My friends, if we admit a God, as every individual must if. 

he trifles not with the reason that is in him, we must, at the 
same time, admit that we are bound to believe all he asks us _ 
to believe. This Reason herself tells, because if his cxistence 
be admitted, it must also be admitted that he is superior to 
us, as he is, and must be, the cause of our existence. There 
must be some first cause prior to man, that gave man exist- 
ence, because from nothing nothing ismade. This first cause 
is God, hence our superior—he the Lord, ‘we the servants— 
and hence our duty to believe what he commands us to be: - 
lieve. 
So popular is Catholicism here, and so admired is 
this priest, that he was invited to lecture in the 
Grand Opera House. One hundred and fifty busi- 
ness men signed the invitation, and the house was 
packed at a dollar a ticket. Yet, great as he is, he 
uttered the foregoing nonsensical statements. About 
everything which a priest or preacher says must be 
taken for granted. Is it the fault of the man, or the 
religion? Some Catholics hav been attending my 
lectures, and evidently that sermon was delivered and 
printed for the purpose of counteracting the bad 
influence of my addresses. We hav had but few 
Catholics out since. I would, therefore, like to hav 
as many of them see this article as possible. 

Let us now dissect the sermon. . ; 

Why not prove a God? Is it not incumbent o 
the one who affirms to do this? Certainly. Who, 
then, trifles with reason? The Christian does who 
wants you to take his bare assertions without proof. 
If Christians would submit their every statement to 
reason, their church would collapse before the end of 
a century. 

This priest piles admissions on top of each other 
in profusion. He wants everybody to “admit” a 
God exists; next that the God speaks to us, when it 
is only the priest who speaks for God; and next we : 
must believe what God tells us (that is, what the 
priest tells us). No theological juggling about that! 

We must also “admit” that this God, who depends 
for his existence upon a priestly begging of: the 
question, is superior to us. Take the gentleman’s 
own Bible for it, and he is greatly inferior to us. 

The priest makes but one attempt at argument, 
and hopelessly breaks down. There must be some 
first cause prior to man, because from nothing noth- 
ing is made, he argues. The Christian church has 
always insisted that nothing is exactly the stuff out of 
which this entire universe was made. The gentleman's 
"argument" would be just as sound if he should say 
there must be some first cause prior to God that. 
gave God existence, because from nothing nothing is 
made. But right here is where the Christian 
“begs,” makes an intellectual pauper of himself. 

The priest tells us that because God is our supe- 
rior it is our duty to believe what he commands us to 
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. believe. He then proceeds at length to show that 
the Catholic church is the direct lineal descendant of 
Christ and the apostles, as if they were all here now 
to do their own preaching, that would settle, beyond 
all suecessful contradiction, that their words were all 

true. Then, with the flourish of an old-fashioned 
stage-driver blowing his horn and cracking his whip, 
as he drives into town, the priest knocks over the 

_ Protestants as a set of pretenders. Hear him: 

No one of the sects can apply this argument, because no 
one can span the distance of time between the apostles and 

. us. They all hav originated too late or died too soon. Let 
it prove much or little, it proves this—that the body claims to 
be the church of Christ, and coming down with uninter- 

-rupted historic existence, for Christ to us is the body that is 
in common with the see of Rome, and recognizes in the suc- 
~ cessor of Peter the vicar of Christ. | 
` Of course, this divine commission of Christ has been de- 
nied, but a denial to be of any weight must hav & reason, 
and a higher reason than affirmation denied. A person can 
deny only by an authority sufficient to warrant an afirmativ. 
A simple denial or negativ proves or disproves nothing. Yet 
the reformers only opposed the simple negativ; they opposed 
to her no authority, no truth. Their denials were based 
upon no authoritativ truth, and consequently only allega- 
tions. They opposed their own simple judgment or caprice 
against an authority acknowledged for sixteen centuries. 
They may deny and cavil as they please, but I question the 
world, Where is the truth outside of her in any religion or 
heresy in science that she denies or does not recognize or 
hold and teach in its unity and catholicity? All who reject 
` her hav no truth to oppose to, her, no reason for their denial 
and principle on which to base their rejection of her 
authority. 

This much is certain, it is either the church or nothing. 
There is no alternativ. It is the greatest absurdity, for those 
who reject her authority and to pretend to be Christians be- 

> cause they hav no grounds of belief of what is or what is 
‘not Christ’s revelation, duty and manly anthems. Hence, it 

_is the Catholic who is the only man that has the mental free- 
dom, a reason why he believes and authority that cannot de- 
ceive. His faith makes him free. Who can be freer than he 
who held to believe and ohey only God? 

All sects of Christians believe that Christ revealed his .ac- 
tions and instituted a church, and that it was Catholic and 
apostolic. i 

Severe on the Protestants. If the priest and his 
church are right, we Infidels hav as good a chance 
for heaven as the Infidel Protestant. Father Cush- 
nahan settles the whole matter. He says: ‘ The 
church accredits herself. It is on her fidelity, her 
vigilant guardianship and uniform testimony, that we 
depend for our confidence in the genuinness and 
authority of the scriptures.” 

Se proves the church true by the Bible and proves 
the Bible true by the church. That is the logic of 
the priest; but thoroughbred logicians call it “ rea- 
soning in a circle—vicious reasoning.” To show 
that this is what he does I will giv his own words: 

~ Tt is in perfect keeping and harmony with reason to believe 

;on his word. Reason and the dictates of a rightly balanced 

mind say, Yes, we should believe the word of God; but how 
‘know we the word of—how know we what is proposed to us 
as the word of God is God's word? The Mormon holds one 
thing to be the revelation of God; the Catholic holds directly 
the opposit to be the word of God, and this party something 
different. We take the fact that this is his word on the au- 
thority of the Catholic church. Believe.it to be his word be- 
cause she declared it to be. l 

.Now, what will every honest thinker say when I 
show that the priest makes all his assumptions de- 
pend upon the veracity of the Bible God? Let him 
again speak for himself: 

The mind, well arranged, with its faculties in full play, 
cannot conceive a lying God, a God asking man to believe 
what is false and untrue. Now, this is the very ground of 
the Christian’s belief. He believes the revealed truth on the 
veracity of God, because it is his word, and it is impossible 
for his word to be false. What God ‘says is, and must be, 
true, and there is no higher ground for belief or faith, nay, 
even knowledge, than to know that fact that God says it. 

Now, turn with me to the gentleman’s scriptures. 
“Doubtless ye shall not come into the Iand, concern- 
ing which I sware to make you dwell therein," save 
Caleb and Joshua. “Your carcases shall fall in this 
wilderness," “and ye shall know my breach of 

. promis” (Num. xiv, 80, 32, 34); ` 

He confesses his breach of promis. 

Again: “If the prophet be deceived when he hath 
spoken a thing, I the Lord hay deceived that 
prophet" (Ezek. xiv, 9). ' 

The “scriptures” say this God also sanctioned ly- 
ing in others. Read: “The Lord said, Who shall 
persuade Ahab, that he may go up and fall at Ra- 
moth-Gilead? And one said on this manner, and an- 
other said on that manner. And there came forth a 
spirit, and stood before the Lord, and said, I will 
persuade him. And the Lord said unto him, Where- 
with? And he said, I will go forth, and I will be a 
lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets. And 
he said, Thou shalt persuade him, and prevail also; 
go forth, and do so.. Now, therefore, behold, the 
Lord hath put a lying spirit in the mouth of all 
these thy prophets, and the Lord hath spoken evil 
concerning thee.” i 

Can it be that the priest ever read these passages ? 

Take one example from the New Testament: “God 
shall send them strong delusion that they should be- 
lieve a lie” (2 Thes. ii, 11). - 
^ Cannot conceive, says the priest, “a lying God, a 
God asking man to believe what is false and untrue.” 
But there is the proof that his God did that very 
thing. The priest has deceived his people. - And if 
he never read these texts, he has deceived himself. 
After one’s pointing it out to him, showing him that his 


the case stated, and of seeing these starving men - 
hurried off to jail to satisfy the whim of this insolent 
representativ of justice. 

The Christians in this part are not very activ just 
at present, the Anglican bishop having left for Man- 
chester without providing a substitute, and the Pa- 
pist archbishop having left for Kingdum Kum with 
the same hasty want.of precaution. The latter has 
left behind him a memory which is still green— 
although much to the disadvantage of his character. 
I post you a copy of a pamphlet concerning him, 
which his solicitor has just published a new edition 
of; it might prove as interesting as instructiv. 

Freethought is being vigorously pushed ahead in 
Queensland. Dr. J. L. York, who lately debated 
with the newly arrived Scottish champion of anti-- 
Infidelity, Mr. H. A. Long, has been lecturing there 
with great success. He has also formed a Free- 
thought organization, known as the Gympie Free- 
thought Union, and similar to the one which he © 
formed some time ago in Sydney, New South Wales. 

Tasmania is still groping in the darkness of “ Chris- 
tian enlightenment,” and Freethought makes little 
headway there. A few weeks ago, an attempt was 
made to silence a Freethought lecturer in Hobart by 
a policeman threatening to arrest him for treason if 
he dared to speak again; but the lecturing has gone 
on as usual, and the blue-coated officia] has not again 
interfered. 

The New Zealand Freethinkers hav received an 
unpleasant experience in the departure of Robert 
Stout to the folds of aristocracy. Little did they 
expect that one who had so strongly condemned the 
use of titles in his paper two or three years ago 
would so suddenly hav accepted a knighthood, as 
Robert Stout—now Sir Robert Stout—has done. If 
Mr. Stout has deteriorated, however, Mr. Joseph 
Evison has not, but has more than compensated for 
the loss of the ex-Radical. The Rationalist has con- 
stantly increased in intrinsic merit, the latter numbers 
comparing favorably with the earlier ones, and purely 
Secular matters receiving a far larger share of atten- 
tion, while the editor has still retained his deter- 
mined and plain-speaking policy. 

All things considered, the prospects of Freethought 
in Australia are very cheering, and when there is 
taken into account the increasing amount of Free- 
thought lecturers and Freethought newspapers, to- 
gether with new Freethought societies and sim- 
ilar unions; and especially when there is noted the 
increasing interest taken by Freethinkers and others 
in the practical affairs of this world, there is every 
reason to expect further progress in the future. ` 

Davin A. ANDRADE. 

South Yarra, Melbourne, Aus., Sept, 7, 1886. 
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Mr. Bell’s Progress. 


Leaving Chicago, September 27th, for our long- 
contemplated trip to Texas, and having several en- 
gagements on the way, the first place reached was 
Wheeler, Ill., and the second, Kirkville, Mo. We 
are now about to make a bee-line for Denison, Tex. 

We began & course of lectures in Wheeler, Sep- 
tember 28th, to a very good audience, and on each 
succeeding evening the audience was larger than 
that of the evening previous, so that at the last lect- 
ure all that came could not find room in the house, 
and many stood at the windows, outside. 

Several ministers were present, and took notes. At 
the close of each lecture, I invited them to stand up 
and defend their faith, but they kept silent, thinking 
that “mum” was the best thing they had to offer. 
At the close of my last lecture, I made a point to call 
the attention of the audience to the fact that the 
ministers did not dare to defend their creeds, and 
even this dig could not bring them to their feet. 

Mine were the first lectures ever given here on 
Freethought, and, just think of it! in a new church 
at that; one not yet dedicated. It will take a vast 
amount of fumigation or holy water to sanctify that 
temple to make it a fit place for the holy people of 
God to worship in. . ; 

Among the good Liberals here, I made the ac- 
quaintance of Charles Hess, Dr. Chapman, Milton . 
Hand, and Charles Harwood. The only fault I hav 
to find with some of the friends here is that they do 
not take the papers. J cannot understand what a 
Freethinker can be doing with his thinker when he 
does not take even one Liberal paper, and I told 
some of them so, and they promised to reform and 
do better in the future. We shall see. : 

Our good brother Hess and his happy family, who 
livfour miles out of town, entertained us splendidly. 
'The surviving spring chickens were the only ones 
who chuckled when we left. 

After much tribulation we got across the country 
to Kirkville, Mo. Here we were cordially enter- 
tained by Mr. and Mrs. William Hart, who hav kept 
lecturers’ hotel for many years. 

Brother Hart introduced us to a large but not 
very brilliant audience. We managed, however, to 
hold them, and occasionally to break the solemnity 
of some of their sad, dull countenances. 

By the time this reaches you I shall be in Texas. 

Kirkville, Mo., Oct. 4, 1886. W. S. Betz. - | 


Bible God has deceived and deluded the people “that 
they should believe a lie,” as an honest man he will 
abandon the Bible God, and leave the Christian 
church. There is no other course left for him, for he 
says himself that belief in a truthful God is “the very 
ground of the Christian’s belief.” If, as Christians 
hav often said, a man should giv up life itself for the 
truth, then he should certainly giv up the church for 
the sake of truth. Manhood is more noble than 
priesthood. W. F. JAMIESON. 


————— —-—9——————— 
Freethought in Australia. 


Australia is rapidly coming to the fore with Free- 
thought and radical newspapers. A few years ago, 
with the exception of an occasional short-lived venture 
in New South Wales, Freethinkers had little in the 
periodical line to boast of. Now things are changed. 
We hav not only the Liberator in Melbourne, and the 
Rationalist in New Zealand, but New South Wales 
issues a new two-cent weekly paper called The Re- 
jlector, a neat and tastily designed sheet. of four 
pages, of which Mr. Thomas Walker is editor; and 
at Adelaide, South Australia, there has been re- 
cently started a four-cent weekly newspaper called. 
Our Commonwealth, an ably written and well con- 
ducted political and labor journal of a somewhat ad- 
vanced radical nature; the latter is edited by Mr. 
Ignatius Singer. T 
` The Freethinker and New South Wales Reformer, 
edited by Mr. W. W. Collins, of Sydney, is unfort- 
unately approaching its demise. It has been issued 
for twenty-two weeks, but is only to run a number 
or two longer, when it will be incorporated in its 
larger rival, the Liberator, and Mr. Collins will con- 
tribute articles to the latter paper. Although it is a. 
matter of regret that so useful a paper should meet 
with so untimely an end, there are fortunately the 
others ready to fill its place. The Freethinker, how- 
ever, has not lived in vain. The Sydney School of 
Arts has been quarreling over the question of its ad- 
mission to their table, and the question has just been 
settled by a count of noses, deciding upon its exclu- 
sion. Alf. Barry, the bishop of Sydney, has had his 
little say in the matter. In a letter toa daily paper, 
he says: “I entirely sympathize with you about the 
Freethinker. Itis not a matter of belief or unbelief, 
but.of common decency. Every man has aright to 
publish his own opinions, but on such subjects it 
should be with gravity and right consideration of the 
feelings and fatth of others." This letter, as a mat- 
ter of course, brought out a spirited reply from Mr. 
Collins, in which he completely turned the tables upon 
the Bible-worshiping bigot. 

Mr. Collins is having another little battle—this 
time with a champion of the spiritual faith, Mr. 
George Chainey. The debate is upon the respectiv 
merits and demerits of Spiritualism and Secularism, 
Mr. Chainey supporting the former, and Mr. Collins 
the latter. The debate, which is to extend over six 
nights, is being reported in the press, and is provok- 
ing great interest. 

In Victoria matters hav been somewhat quieter of 
late; the prosecutions of the Freethinkers hav been 
allowed to lapse, and nothing is now heard of them. 
An occasional threat and reminder is thrown out by 
the officials, but nobody takes any notice of it, and 
everybody seems to be satisfied. Mr. Symes is get- 
ting comfortably settled down here, and his lectures 
are as well patronized as ever. The Liberator con- 
tinues to hold its own, and has lately been increased 
from sixteen to twenty pages ; the illustrations, too,. 
hav considerably increased in merit and are well ap- 
preciated by the subscribers. 

Some little interest has been caused in Melbourne 
lately by the formation of the Melbourne Anarchist 
Club on the 1st of May last. The principles of the 
club are identical with those of your Boston contem- 
porary, Liberty. Debates upon the principal social 
and political topics hav-been held weekly, and they 
hav proved highly successful. The breadth of the 
platform has caused those possessing the most 
diversified views to freely express them; and these 
debates, which hav not been unlike those of the Man- 
hattan Liberal Club (if I may judge by the reports 
of your facetious man with the badge-pin) hay 
proved vastly instructiv. 

There is plenty of trade depression in these colo- 
nies just now, and strikes are taking place every- 
where, while the unemployed are growing numeri- 
cally stronger, and are holding meetings petitioning 
the legislators to provide them with employment. 
At one of these meetings, in Melbourne, the other 
day, a scrimmage took place between the police and 
the employment-seekers, plenty of blood being shed 
by the policemen’s handcuffs and batons. Three of 
the unfortunates were imprisoned for taking a con- 
spicuous part in the affair. During their trial an ep- 
isode occurred worthy of our Christian colony with 
its Christian institutions. One gentleman, who had 
been present at the affray, desired to giv evidence in 
favor of the prisoners, who he averred had merely 
acted in self-defense; but, because he stated his 
desire to make an affirmation in preference to an 
oath, the magistrate refused to giv him a hearing; 
and Mr. Fleming, the gentleman in question, had to 
endure the mortification of hearing only one side of 
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Our Mayoralty Candidates. 


Henry George, the Labor candidate, is an Episco- 
palian. At a meeting last Sunday he refused to 
-speak upon politics further than to say that it was 
‘the business of all to ascertain the will of God and 
then to do it. On week days Mr. George's modesty 
does not prevent him from asserting that the will of 
God is that all should vote for him on November 2d. 

Abram Hewitt, the Democratic candidate, is the 
fussy gentleman who refused to rent Cooper Union 
for the reception of D. M. Bennett, when he came 
out of the Albany bastile. It will be recollected that 
Chickering Hall, though accommodating some two 
thousand, was inadequate to hold the masses who de- 
sired to assure the founder of Tax 'TauTH SEEKER 
that his imprisonment was a Christian outrage. 

Theodore Roosevelt, the Republican candidate, be- 
fore he was a politician was a Freethinker. The 
Times asserts that he has changed his views, and 
now believes that Jonah lived three days in the belly 
of a whale. 

The world calls these three men honest—and no 
doubt they are. 

—— —495--8————— ——— 
Inspiration. 

The following, from an article by Dr. Samuel T. 
Spear, places the doctrin of plenary inspiration of 
the Bible upon its rightful level—entirely dependent 
upon the authority of that book: 

** If any one wishes to know what is the true doctrin of 
inspiration, his proper course is not to speculate on the sub- 
ject, not to assume any à priori knowledge in regard to it, 
and not to attempt any improvements upon what the Bible 
says, but to read and study the words of Christ in the promis 

` of inspiration, and also the words of his apostles in their 
statement of the doctrin. The Bible itself is far the best 
treatis on inspiration ever written, and the only one that is 
absolutely conclusiv. It assertsand explains its own inspira- 
tion. The Christian, whether the occnpant of the pulpit as 
a preacher of the gospel or of the pew asa hearer, can, on 
this subject, as on every other relating to religion, do no bet- 
ter than to rest his faith on what it it says. He can in no 
other way do as well. Let him never forget that, independ- 
ently of the teaching of the Bible, he knows nothing on the 
subject.” 

This, it seems to us, is virtually surrendering the 
Bible as the word of God, and placing it upon the 
same footing as other alleged sacred works. Start- 
ing from the only known fact about the Bible—that 
it exists to-day in book form—the problem raised by 
the Christians is, What authority has the book over 
men? The Christian answer is that the book is a 
divinely-inspired work, written by the direction and 
under the supervision of God; that it records God's 
works and God's teachings; that it is necessarily 
without error in fact or theory (seeing an infallible 
God cannot err); that it isa rule of faith and life 

` which ought to be believed and obeyed, and must be 
believed and obeyed to earn a heaven or escape an 
eternal hell; and that nothing is to be added to it, 
either by “new revelations of the spirit or traditions 
of men.” These are the assumptions made for the 


Bible. : 
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These assumptions are,made by Dr. Spear to rest | 


for their proof upon the Bible itself, and conse- 
quently it is only to that work that we can go for the 
answer to the question, What authority has the Bible 
over men? A skeptic would immediately pin the 
Christian to the entomological board with “ What is 
the Bible?” The Christian answers, “The word of 
God." “Well, who is God?" “God,” responds the 
believer, “is a most pure spirit, who is infinit in 
being and perfection, invisible, without body, parts, 
or passions, immutable, immense, eternal, incompre- 
hensible, almighty, most wise, most holy, most free, 
most absolute, working all things according to the 
counsel of his own immutable and most righteous 
will, for his own glory; most loving, gracious, merci- 
ful, long-suffering, abundant in goodness and truth, 
forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin; the re- 
warder of them that diligently seek him; and withal 
most just and terrible in his judgments; hating all 
sin, and who will by no means clear the guilty.” 
“That may be a true description of him, but how do 
you prove the existence of such a being?” “By his 
word and spirit." “ What is his word?" “The holy 
scriptures of the Old and New Testaments.” “Ah! 
yes; you prove God by the book and the book by— 
what?” “The book? Oh, we prove the book by 
itself!” 


The claim that the Bible is an tniedi. work must 


` | necessarily rest upon the acknowledgment that there 


is & God to inspire; it must be further proved that 


such a God could inspire it, and that he did. But un-. 


less the existence of God is first proved, the Chris- 
tian is stopped from further claims. A book cannot 
be the record of a God’s works and teachings unless 
that God exists to hav a record and to teach. But 
outside of the book there is no such evidence. In 
the book, however, it is asserted there is a God, who 
inspired its writing. The question then turns upon 
the truth or falsity of the book itself. If it be 
shown that there is no error in the book, then the 
Christian can go on with his claims. But if there is 
an error—only one would be sufficient—then the 
Bible cannot possibly be the work „of an infallible 
God. Dr. Spear's limitation of the proof of inspira- 
tion limits the question to, Is the Bible true? Is it 
what it purports to be—a record of God's works or 
of its teaching? Is it infallible? Is it without error 
in fact or theory? Is it such a rule of faith that he 
who believes it earns a heaven, or that he who obeys 
it escapes eternal torture? Is its affirmation of a 
heaven true? Is its description of hell true?. Is it 
the final true word upon all religious matters? 
not, then -it could not hav been inspired by a God 
answering to the description of the Christian. But 
if God is a most pure spirit, as the Christians claim 
upon Biblical authority, he could not hav dictated the 
mass of corruption found in the Old Testament; if 
he is infinit, he could not hav compressed himself 
to walk in a garden with a fence around it; if he is 
perfection itself, he could not hav made an imperfect 
world; if he is without body or parts, Moses could 
not hav seen one part of his body; if he is passion- 
less, he could not be angry at his foes; if he is eter- 
nal, where was he before the beginning? If he is 
incomprehensible, how could the writers of the Bible 
comprehend him sufficiently to describe him? If he 
is almighty, he could not hav been thwarted in his 
purpose by an iron wagon; if he is most wise, he 
would not hav made the mistake of creating a world 
that he had to drown; if he is most holy, he would 
never hav commanded the unholy slaughter of whole 
nations; if he is most free and absolute, the devil 
could not checkmate him; if he worketh all things 
for his own glory, he would not let the immense ma- 
jority of the world liv and die without knowing any- 
thing about himself; if he is most loving, he would 
not hav conducted so many unrighteous wars. If he 
is gracious, why is he a tyrant? If he is merciful, 
why did he not show mercy to his enemies? If heis 
abundant in goodness, why is not every one of his 
supposed creatures happy? If he hates all sin, why 
does he permit it to exist? If he is just in his judg- 
ments, why let the murderer get to heaven and the 
good man go to hell? It cannot be that the Bible 
description of God is true, and therefore, according 
to Dr. Spear, the Bible cannot be inspired. 

But if the Bible errs in its attributes of God, how 
much more unreliable is it when recording human 
and historical events! The Bible begins with a mis- 
take, and ends with a statement impossible of verifi- 
cation; and between the first verse of Genesis and 
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the last verse of Revelation there are thirty or forty 
thousand errors of fact in history, in geology, in as- - 
tronomy, in chronology, in physiology, in philosophy, 
in morals, in all sciences and upon all subjects of 
which it treats. Its figures are wrong, its statements 
are false, its genealogy absurd, its authors unknown; 
its heroes men of war and rapine, of lust and brutal- 
ity; its heroins women who crawl into barns with 
men, who drive nails into the temples of sleeping 
enemies, who sit by the roadside to tempt men, and - - 
who bear children without known fathers. Can such > 
a mass of corruption be God's holy word? ‘Can 


‘divine inspiration for itself be proved by such a 


book? Dr. Spear will hav to find some other author- 
ity than the Bible—if he can. 
The Constitution of New York State. 
Whatever the voters of this state may think of the 
various parties asking their votes this fall, or what- 


ever the issues may be between them, there is one ` 


important issue that should receive the affirmativ 
votes of all the electors. That issue is whether a 
state convention shall be called to devise a better 
state constitution, The present organic law of this 
state contains this clause: 

* At, the general election to be held in the year eighteen 
hundred and sixty-six, and in each twentieth year thereafter, 

$ the question, ‘Shall there be a convention to revise 
the constitution, and amend the same?’ shall be decided by 
the electors qualified to vote for members of the legislature ; 
and in case a majority of the electors so qualified, voting at 
such election, shall deeide in favor of a convention for such 
purpose, the legislature at its next session shall provide by 
law for the election of delegates to such convention” (Art. 
13, Sec. 2). 

At the election this autumn the question whether ' 
such a convention shall be held is to be determined. 

There are several provisions in our present consti- 
tution which are in direct conflict with the demands 
of Liberalism; and there are dozens of laws upon 
our statute books whith ought to be rendered null | 
and void, and their further enactment impossible, by 
judicious provisions in the organic law. California 
solved the problem of the separation of church and 
state by the adoption of a constitution which makes 
it impossible for the legislature to exempt religious 
corporations from taxation, or to vote the people's 
money away in gifts to religious institutions. The 
question of oaths, also, is settled by the constitution. ` 
New York's present constitution exempts ministers 
from taxation on the first fifteen hundred dollars’ 
worth of real estate. A new constitution should 
leave this clause out. In fact, at a convention for 
the revision of the constitution, the whole of the Nine 
Demands can be rendered operativ by prohibiting ` 
clauses being inserted forbidding our legislators to 
practically unite the state to the church, as they hav 
done in the past—that is, if the delegates to the con- 
vention will listen to their presentation. That they 
can be induced to do so there is but little doubt. 

This will be one of the best ways that can be devised 
for Freethinkers to accomplish their aims. .If the 
work is done, then it will stay done. But though we 
should fail in getting all demands granted, some of 
them may be, and the adoption of even one would be 
a great victory for justice. It is, therefore, important 
that the convention be called, and as it will require a 
majority of all votes cast at the coming election to - 
insure the calling of the convention, every voter 
should remember to cast a ballot for it. 

We are now living under the constitution of 1846. 
The constitution proposed at the convention of 1867 
was rejected by the people with the exception of the 
judiciary clause, upon which a separate vote was 
taken. In 1846 ministers and churches were regarded 
as in some way sacred. Since then public opinion 
has changed greatly, and it may be possible to deal 
with them as with any other social factor. In 1846 
religious corporations were not the power they now 
are. They did not then own millions of dollars’ 
worth of real estate, the exemption of which added 
an almost intolerable burden to the taxation of other 
property. They were not then the rapacious specu- 
lators in land that they hav since become. The peo- 
ple mistakenly regarded them as honest institutions, 
and exempted their property. A great many people 
so regard them to-day, but there is a wide differ- 
ence of opinion on that subject, and a convention will 
be an excellent place to emphasize that difference, 
with the chance to make it practical. If, when the 
work of such a convention is submitted to the peo- 
ple, they hav the opportunity to vote on the.question - 
of exempting church property, we hope they will fol- 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, OCTOBER 23, 1886. 


- 


681 


; - : ] - 


low the lead of the people of California and Washing- 


‘ton Territory, and decline to do it. 
— 


“The Truth Seeker” Vindicated. 

The Augustinian College at Rome has sent its 
prior to Ireland, bearing a letter from the pope, beg- 

_ging..the Irishmen to contribute funds to build an 
Irish national church in Rome, to be dedicated to St. 
Patrick. All the Irish archbishops are warmly sup- 
porting the project. 

The daily Northwestern, of Oshkosh, Wis., calls 
attention to the fact that the same day these ecclesi- 
astical beggars arrived in Rome, the daily papers of 
this country contained a long and urgent appeal 
from the president of the “National League of 
America” calling upon Irishmen, Irish-Americans, 
and sympathizers with Ireland to send contributions 
to the “anti-eviction” fund. The appeal set forth 
the destitute and starving condition of the Irish ten- 
antry and the horrible results of the enforcement of 
the eviction laws. Contrasting the mission of the 
pope’s agent to Ireland with the appeal of the * Na- 
tional League," the Northwestern says: “ With what 
consistency can the National League of this country 
and the friends of poor Ireland ask the public to do- 
nate to the suffering people of that country, who 
need all the aid they can get, when the Vatican dis- 
patches a deputation among those for whom aid is 
asked to beg of them for a building fund to erect an 
Irish national church at Rome and dedicate it to St. 
Patrick, or any other saint? It is food and shelter 
at home, and not national churches at Rome, that the 
poor of Ireland now most need. If there is spare 

. money in Ireland to build national churches in Rome, 
there is epare money in Ireland to help, the unfort- 
unate tenants threatened with eviction. It is little 

‘less than clerical imposition to ask the Irish people 
to build national churches at Rome, while those same 
people are calling upon America for help. Let them 
assist the helpless, and build national churches in 
Rome afterward.” 

In Tue TavrH Szexer of March 20th we printed a 
picture upon the same subject. Uncle Sam was 
pouring money into the hat of the Irish pauper at 
the front door of his cabin, and that pauper’s wife 
was pouring the money through the back window 
into the pope’s hands. The idea represented by this 
‘picture was viciously denounced ås false, and one 
offieious blatherskite attempted to “boycott” Tz 
TaurH Seeker because of its publication. To be 
perfectly consistent, the people who objected to the 
picture ought now to veto the pope's project, by boy- 
cotting either him or the begging hat of the “Na- 


tional League of America.” 
> > 4- — ——— ——— 


The Wolfish Unity. 


There are some Christians who desire a unity of 
the sects of Christendom. Just what their reasons 
are for desiring this unity we do not know, unless it 
be, as some ministers hav put it, to suppress Infidel- 
ity. But for that purpose we do not see that they 
need to further unite, for, fighting as they do among 
themselvs, they somehow manage to present a solid 
front to the common enemy. Heber Newton fights 
his own church, and all the other churches that at- 
tempt to meddle with him, but he goes with Talmage 
and the Catholics when Ingersoll is under considera- 
tion. Discordant, dissevered, and belligerent as the 
church is, she manages to keep blasphemy laws upon 
most of our state statute books, and heap legal dis- 
abilities upon unbeljevers. If she can do these 
things disunited, we tremble at what she would do 
united. There is, however, a movement in the 

Anglican church to form a Christian syndicate, and, 
` in furtherance of the scheme, the editor of a Congre- 
gational journal of this city wrote to Cardinal Gibbons 
asking for his views on the subject. His reply is a 
‘specimen of religious avariciousness: 

* Allow me to say, that I cannot conceive any practical 
plan for the ecclesiastical union of all who bear the Christian 
- name which does not recognize 

* 1. Some authority, living and acting, that can definitly 
say what is er is not divine revealed truth, since upon 
"Christ's revelation his church must be grounded. 

‘© 2, The obligation, strict and essential, of receiving in its 
entirety Chistian revelation, since Christ’s work in giving a 
revelation would be, to say the least, useless, if each individ- 
ual were left free to accept or reject that revelation, or any 
part of it, as his whim might dictate. _ 

*8. That since Christ left a revelation he must hav left 
some authorized interpreter of it ; otherwise it would be but 
a puzzle given to unaided ignorance, something which the 
‘unlearned and unstable’ might ‘ wrest to their own destruc- 
tion.’ 


“4. That since the mission of Christ's church is to ' téach 
all nations,’ ‘to observe all things, whatsoever he has com- 
manded,’ there must be some teacher teaching in Christ’s 
name, and ‘as one having authority,’ to guide his people un- 
erringly in the way of truth. 

* In the Roman Catholic church of the sixteenth century, 
when Luther went out from her, these great requisits of 
Christian unity were found, and they are found as well in the 
Roman Catholic church of to-day; elsewhere I fail to find 
them. 

“ In separation from the see of St. Peter, the center of Cath- 
olic unity, I can see only discord. In all this broad land 
there is no one who longs for truly Christian union more 
than I do, no one who would labor more earnestly to bring 
about so happy a result. 

** May the father of mercies grant that those ‘ other sheep,’ 
for whose sake his divine son died, that are not yet of his 
fold, may speedily come home to it, that henceforth there 
may be ‘ one fold and one shepherd.’ ” 


The cardinal is hungry for unity, if he can hav his 
own kind. 
Every Christian must acknowledge some authority, 


‘activ and living, as to what is divine truth. That 


means the Roman Catholic church. No individual 
can reject any part of Christian revelation, but must 
accept it in its entirety. That means, accept what 
the Roman Catholic church teaches without ques- 
tion. 

Every Christian must acknowledge the authorized 
interpreter of the scriptures, obediently and without 
question. ‘That, again, means the Roman Catholic 
church. - 

Acknowledgment. must also be made of one teach- 
ing in Christ's name, having authority. That means 
the pope. 

In short, when every Christian becomes a Roman 
Catholic, says the cardinal, then unity will prevail— 
but not till then. Mr. Gibbons is very modest, but 
he is truthful. When the two wild beasts lie down 
together, one of them will be inside of the other. 
The Roman Catholic church will probably be the 


outside one. 
———s +o 


The Letter to Henry George. 

The editor of Tue Trurs Seeker feels compli- 

mented by the receipt of the following letter : 
** PHILADELPHIA, Oct. 9, 1886. 

“To THE EDITOR oF Tue TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: I inclose 
you $5 to help circulate your admirable letter to Henry 
George in your issue of October 9th. Why not print a lot 
of slips inserting the advertisment of your paper and dis- 
tribute them day of election ? 

** Very respectfully, E. M. Davis.” 

The treatment which our letter has received at the 
hands of Mr. George is unworthy of a man asking 
the votes of the people because he is a Reformer, be- 
cause he is honest, because he is independent, because 
he stands for progress and for justice to all people. 
Mr. George’s backbone, far from being sufficient to 
honestly answer the questions asked, is not even 
adequate to the simple courtesy of acknowledging their 
receipt. Perhaps, however, the Rev. Father Mc- 
Glynn, or the Rev. Heber Newton, or Bishop Potter’s 
Episcopalian monk, obtained possession of the letter 
and tore it up, so that Mr. George is not responsible 


for the discourtesy. 
— ee 


Editorial Notes. 


TuE activ Freethinkers in St. Lawrence county, N. Y., 
should see to it that George Z. Erwin does not get back to 
the legislature this fall. He is the fellow who pigeon-holed 
the petition to tax the churches, depriving the Assembly of 
a chance to vote on the question. 


Tue Freeman's Journal says of the ‘‘ Holy scapular of 
Mount Carmel:” ‘‘ The scapular of our lady lays storms at 
sea, and protects houses from fire, when other houses are 
burning around. When for the advantage of the person 
afflicted, the touch of the scapular, with faith and submis- 
sion to God’s will, cures painful maladies.” Humbug! 


Tur editor of The Worlds Adoance-Thought says: '* As- 
suming Jesus to be the Soul-Center of the Unity which em- 
braced Paul’s soul we should understand in their literal 
sense (but giving them a spiritual application) the following 
words: ‘There is neither bond nor free; there is neither 
male nor female; for ye are all one in Christ Jesus' (Gal. i, 
28).” This is indeed advanced thought! 


“In the school of Jesus and Mary,” says a Catholic 
writer, ignorance and knowledge hav a meaning very 
different from that affixed to them in the school of the 
world." 'This is very true. In the schools of the world 
ignorance means ignorance; in the school of Jesus and 
Mary it means unfamiliarity with the catechism and the 
other rubbish of Catholicism. In the schools of the world 
knowledge means knowing something useful; in the schools 
of Jesus and: Mary it means the parrot-like ability to run a 
rosary and repeat a prayer. In Catholicism only the priests 
are educated, and they only that they may befool the people. 


For this reason parochial schools are nurseries of savagery. i 


Waen the politicians distribute Herbert Spencers works 
as campaign documents it shows that ideas are coming to the 
front—something unknown in any political campaign since 
the war closed. Henry George has reprinted the ninth chap- 
ter of Spencer's ‘‘ Social Statics” and flooded the city with 
it. It is the most unique stump speech that the oldest inhab- 
itant can remember. But how many of his Roman Catholic 
supporters does Mr. George suppose can understand it ? 


ON Monday night the benign Independent kept a force of 
eighteen young women compositors working all night: to get 
out that ‘‘rat” sheet, and refused to pay them a single cent 
for the extra work involved. What a spectacle! This advo- 
cate of Christian thought and practice commits one of the 
four sins which cries to heaven for vengeance in defrauding 
the workers of their wages. It is a curious fact that the re- 
ligious press in New York, as a unit, pays lower prices for 
work than any others in the business.— The Boycotier. 


A Carsotio priest of Lawler, near New Hampton, Ia., has 
from his pulpit ordered a boycott of the New Hampton 
Tribune, because the editor of that paper has, as he puts it 
been honest enough to express his real opinion upon religious 
subjects. It is needless to say that the editor is an Infidel. 
The boycott, however, will not force the editor to keep still, 
for he announces his intention to read, and write, and print 
what he pleases. We advise him, in addition, to sue the 
priest for planning a conspiracy to injure his business. Ac- 
cording to the decisions of New York judges, boycotting is 
a criminal offense. 


A CORRESPONDENT, facetiously inclined, indulges himself in 
this wise: ‘‘ A recent TRUTH SEEKER speaks of ‘the best read 
man in that pgrt of the state,’ which, to one in an athletic 
mood, suggests that about the best red man in any state, if 
General Miles’s experience counts anything, is Geronimo. 
The same issue remarks also that ‘one swallow does not 
make a summer,’ forgetting, perhaps, that general rules hav 
their exceptions; for instance, I hav known one swallow, as 
an initiativ, to make some err, and the some-erring continued 
until it landed them in an inebriate’s untimely grave. Does 
this call for the chestnut bell?” 


Pror. Monier WirnLiAMS, in an address before a Bible so- _ 


ciety at Oxford recently, said: 


“To translate the Veda or the Koran into other languages the 
Hindoos and Mohammedans consider simply desecration. It is the 
sound and intonation of the sacred Sanskrit and of the sacred 
Arabic which is of primary importance and primary efficacy; the 
sense is merely secondary. Millions and millions who know noth- 
ing of Sanskrit are obliged to hear and repeat the Veda in Sanskrit, 
and millions who are wholly ignorant of Arabic are obliged to hear 
and repeat the Koran in Arabic. Think of what would happen if 
no Christian in any part of the world were allowed to hear, read, 
or repeat his Bible, except in Hebrew or Greek !” 

The professor is partial. There are millions of English- 
speaking Christians who never read the Bible, and whose 
services are conducted in Latin, a language as unintelligible 
to them as Arabic is to an Irishman. “Think of what 
would happen if” there were no one on earth to tell the 


truth but Professor Williams! 


tH 

Ture livs in Hull, England, a Nonconformist clergyman 
of the name of Hopper Joplin. General Booth, the Salva- 
tion Army leader, is another celebrity of that district. 
Henry Ward Beecher is also known over there. The Hull 
Critic has been denouncing these three gentlemen, and its 
editor is now under criminal prosecution for his words. Mr. 
Hopper Joplin is the complainant, General Booth being at 
present in Canada. The critic alleges that Booth cares for 
nothing but money; that Hopper Joplin has ‘‘as much relig- 
ion in his soul as a shark has love for the human species;’’ 
and that Beecher is a heretic. The libelous article con- 
cludes with this poetical view of the three preachers : 


“ The devil went out one day 
In search of an impious preacher, 
And he wasn’t very long on his way 
Before he collared old Beecher. 


Flushed with his grand success, 
Satan, the champion ‘copper,’ 
Rushed along in his dusky dress, 
And collared old Booth and Hopper.” 


Tne Toronto World says that ‘‘the clergy of all churches - 


in Canada are more or less politicians," though with one ex- 
ception they ‘‘use a certain reserve in making their opinions 
known." This exception is the Catholic clergy, of whom the 
World asserts that ‘‘ the whole class seem imbued with the 
notion that the votes of Roman Catholics may, with perfect 
propriety, be exchanged for money received for the church. 
It isa usual thing,” goes on the World, ‘‘for a parliamen- 
tary candidate to make a call on the bishop, offer him his 
compliments, and leave or send a sum of money, which the 
reverend gentleman disposes of as he wills. When Sir John 
and Sir David were distributing with lavish hands grants of 


‘land to colonization companies, a bishop repaired to Ottawa 


and returned home with an allotment. The reverend gentle- 
man had no idea of putting settlers on the land or otherwise 
earning the grant. He took the property to a broker to be 
sold, but whether he was successful in getting rid of it his- 
tory does not say. Another bishop was paid onc thousand 
dollars for writing some letters to Irish journals in praise of 
Canada. Everybody who knows anything of the inner work- 
ing of parties is aware that sums of money are constantly 
paid to clergy of the Roman Catholic church to secure votes, 
and that the votes are in many cases secured. It is not 
necessary to believe the story, though strongly asserted, that 
a local official was appointed on condition that he would pay 
a certain portion of his salary to the bishop of the diocese, 


and it is not an unheard-of circumstance for a Catholic to de-. 


mand office or an increase of salary under a threat of com- 
plaining to the bishop!" These are very serious charges to 
make against the government and the church, but the worst 
of it is, they are no doubt true. 
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Letters from friends. 


WELLAND, ONT., Oct. 4, 1886. 
Frrenp Mac: I did not expect you would publish my 
letter, but am glad you did so, as your reply places you 
before your readers in a clearer light, and not to be misun- 
derstood. I was induced to write you more from what I had 
heard-others say, and perhaps the letters of others on the 
subject of Anarchy had got a little mixed with editorials. I 
think the labor is not all lost. 
Yours very respectfully, 


J. Ray. 


ALTOONA, ILL., Oct. 11, 1886. 
Mz. Eprrog: I would be glad if I could ask you a question 
through a column of your paper. The question is this, Can 
you giv a passage of scripture which tells us that woman has 
a soul? I deny that she has a soul, and want Bible for proof. 
In Genesis we read, ‘‘ And the Lord God formed man of the 
dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath 
of life; and man became a living soul.” It does not say 
** woman ;” it says ** man ;" hence it must mean man and 
not woman. Again, we read that when Adam, the man, was 
sleeping God took out one of his ribs. ‘‘And the rib which 
the Lord God had taken from man made he a woman and 
brought her unto the man." A good job well done with 
poor material. In that whole chapter there is not even a 

hint about woman's soul. H. R. KEEL. 


Lyons, Kan., Sept. 26, 1886. 
Mz. Eprror: I noticed a letter from Si Slokum on Pro- 
hibition. Ido not think as he does on that Subject. I hav 
been in whisky towns, and also in Prohibition ones, and 
think that Prohibition prohibits. But that is not really the 
question; it is, It it does prohibit, would it benefit? All of our 
laws are broken. Now, Iam not a fanatic on this subject. 
I do not believe that whisky does any harm if used in mod- 
eration, but I think we can get along without it, and be just 
as healthy. Now, should we not, as Liberals, wishing to 
benefit our fellow-men, be willing to giv up this indulgence 
for the benefit of the thousands that it ruins? 
Inclosed find $1.75— $1.50 for THz TRUTH SEEKER six 
months, and 25 cents for the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 
ALBERT J. MILLs. 


Trenton, TEX., Sept. 23, 1886. 

Mz. Eprron : Inclosed find $5, which use as directed. 

The Liberals of Texas are jubilant in the hope of soon seé- 
ing and hearing W. S. Bell. Remsburg has nobly prepared 
the way for him, and I sincerely hope his labors will be 
crowned with success. Although bigotry and superstition 
hav a strong hold on the masses in many and most sections 
of my noble state, and they are being vigorously manipulated 
by the fanatical priesthood so as to retard in every way the 
advancement of Freethought, yet the light is beginning to 
dawn, and ere long the rats and bats will hie them to their 
holes. Cartoons are just the thing to carry thought to many 
' who hav either dared not think or hav not taken the pains to 
think for themselvs. T. H. Maxeum. 


PORTLAND, OR., Sept. 30, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: As straws show which way the wind blows, 
I wish to say for one that I indorse your sentiments on the 
Anarchists’ trial, as editorially expressed. I don’t see how 
anyone can take you to be an Anarchist from them. As 
good acts seem to be forgotten sooner than bad, that may be 
the reason why Mr. John Ray forgets your argument 
against the practicability of Anarchy as against the one that 
the seven Anarchists tried hav been wrongfully condemned, 
which to him appears to be a bad view for you to take. I 
think their conviction and sentence a very unjust one. Iam 
glad there are some who may hav an influence that dare to 
say so, and giv their reasons why through the newspapers. 

I don’t wonder the '* latitude” question bothers you. 

Thought, to be free, must hav no bounds. Giv us more 
strong editorials, is my request. Success and a long life to 
TuE TRUTH SEEKER and its editor, I say. I am no Anarch- 
ist, but like to see justice done. C. W. 8. 


AXTELL, KAN., Oct. 3, 286. 

Mz. Eprror: A week ago our society received the one 
hundred books and tracts all right. We hav started them 
. out on their missionary work. Each member of our society 
selected of his personal friends to induce to read, and selected 
such books to start as would be most apt to start in the right 
way to effect best results. 

Now, in regard to a Liberal life insurance company, I 
think that the agent can make a living on the road soliciting, 
and that he would also sell books and take subscriptions for 
Frecthought papers, and, if possible, hold debates at every 
town. And by a thorough canvass—such as an insurance 
agent will make—orthodoxy would get a shaking that would 
last for many a year. 

We could say that we are afraid to trust Christians with 
money we leave to our heirs, and each one insured would be 
a thorough defender of our principles and a permanent mem- 
ber of our working force all the time. What we need is to 
organize and to get acquainted; hav it as it used to be in 
northern Indiana before the war, in regard to the under- 
ground railroad. We were known and knew others all along 
the line, and we knew just whom we could depend upon. 
When we get acquainted, which can only be by organiza- 
tion, the up-hill work will be done. I think that the $2.50 
policy fees and the book sales will pay a man to take a horse 
and buggy and canvass state after state, and as he goes scat- 
ter tracts and offer to debate, and show the world that we 
mean war. Let us hear from everybody, and let the next 
Congress adopt a Secular Union Mutual Life Insurance, and 


if they refuse let TuE TRUTH SEEKER and Investigator join in 


it, and if that fails I am in the field for it if Tux Ture | 


SEEKER will make the start. E. W. MrwzR, Sec. A. L. U. 
P.8.—John Peck is at the head of your contributors; he. 
just suits me.. f E. W. M. 


POoRTYILLE, Sept. 16, 286. 
Mr. Epitor: Inclosed please find $3 to pay for another 
year’s subscription for Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
Now, friend Macdonald, I would be glad to say something 
to you to let you know that I enjoy and appreciate Tax 


TRUTH SEEKER very much in all its departments, but you hav: 


it told you so many times every week that I think some- 
times you must get sick of it, so I will do as the old fellow 
did with his winter-night prayer—you select the best letter 
from friends you hav received, and I will say, ‘‘ Them’s my 
sentiments.” But, friend Macdonald, I think Brother Jas. 


B. Gray, in his letter of September 11th, speaks my senti- 


ments, and is situated in some respects similarly to myself. 
We are nearly alone. But one other copy of Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER comes to this office (Brother Coats’s). I hav one thing 
that is very comforting—my wife and I agree in our skepti- 


cism. We hav raised one son and two daughters—the. 


youngest twenty-four years old—and they are all good, 
intelligent truth seekers. J. L. Brooxs. 


West Union, Ia., Sept. 19, 1886. 


Mr. Eprrog: Last week the Liberals and a few of the or-. 
thodox people of West Union listened to three lectures given. 


by the noted and widely known lecturer Mr. S. P. Putnam. 
The former listened with untold pleasure. The latter gave 
repeated grunts and groans of dissatisfaction during the lect- 
ure, which greatly annoyed those who attended for the pur- 
pose of listening. 

West Union is a town consisting of about fifteen hundred 
inhabitants, and out of that fifteen hundred we can boast of 
six men whom we can recommend as good, sound Liberals. 
All but one of these were born Infidels. They hav seen the 
time, as thousands of others hav, when they could not get a 
book or paper in sympathy with their thoughts. Lucky for 
them they lived a little after the age of witchcraft and stake- 
burning. Of the rest of the fifteen hundréd, about one-third 
support nine churches. 

Mr. Putnain’s lectures were the decond series of lectures 
of that kind ever given here, Mr. Remsburg delivering the 
first about one year ago. Messrs. Remsburg and Putnam 
gave more than satisfaction to their few interested listeners. 
The only fault we can find is, there are so few of us, we can-. 
not afford to listen to them oftener. Erra N. Smita. 


JASPER, TENN., Oct. 11, 1886. 

Mr. Eprirokr: It is only recently I became a reader of your 
valuable paper through the kindness of a friend who let me 
hav a lot of old issues. I see an article in the issue of May 2, 
1885, from J. G. Malcolm; title, ** How the Liquor Business 
Might Be Managed.” In it Mr. Malcolm says that prohib- 
itory laws when passed do not prohibit the manufacture or: 
sale of liquors. We admit this to be a fact, but are we to giv 
up the struggle because we fail of success at the start? The 
world has had laws against theft and murder for over four 
thousand years, and yet men steal and kill. Mr. Malcolm 
thinks the government ought to take control of the manu- 
facture and sale of liquor, and appoint good men to see that 
it is properly carried on. Upon the same hypothesis, the 
government ought to take control of the stealing and killing 
department and employ agents to steal from the people and 
to kil such citizens as might be troublesome to their 
neighbors. We think if the government takes charge of the 
liquor of the country it might at the same time appoint some 
agent to do the stealing and killing, and I would suggest that 
a preacher or priest take the position, as from his calling 
he would be the best judges of who are best prepared to go 
to kingdom come, or who are best able to be fleeced of their 
worldly possessions. Amos L. GRIFFITH. 


CoruMBIA River, Wasn. TER., Sept. 30, 1886. 

Mr. EprroR: A case of religious bigotry and intolerance 
occurred here on Monday, September 27th. 

Mr. John and Mrs. Johannah Andrasen, Liberals and sub- 
scribers to Taz TRUTH SEEKER, hav had the misfortune 
within the last year to lose two of their children. The first 
died nearly a year ago, and was buried at this place. The 
other little one died a few days ago in the town of Astoria, 
at the mouth of the Columbia river. Of course, Mr. and 
Mrs. Andrasen, naturally enough, wished that the ‘two little 
ones should lie beside each other, and immediately dis- 
patched a friend to this place to make preparation for the 
funeral, and notify his friends and neighbors that the funeral 
would take place on Monday, the 27th. Everything seemed 


| satisfactory, and no objection was raised until the party with 


the coffin arrived, and were slowly wending their way up 
the hill toward the little graveyard, when Mr. Andrasen was 
rudely accosted by a certain individual of this neighborhood, 
who gruffly informed him that he had brought a book to be 
read upon the occasion; that he had noticed a TRUTH SEEKER 
book in Mr. Scharnhorst’s buggy, and if they were going to 
hav any Infidel speeches or TRUTH SEEKER book read at the 
grave, they were going to put a stop to it. Mr. Andrasen 
quietly but decidedly informed this commercial traveler 
of the house of St. Peter, Paul & Oo. (the city, street, and 
number of the firm I cannot giv) that he should bury his 
child in the manner that suited him best. If they did not 
wish to listen to what was said at the grave, they need not at- 
tend the funeral, and if they raised further objections he 
would postpone the funeral, hav his other child disinterred, 
and move them both to the grounds of Mr. F. C. Scharn- 
horst, and bury them there in peace. Mrs. Andrasen was 
just as resolute as her husband. Finding that they could 
not intimidate him, they offered no further opposition, and 
the funeral took Dess We hardly sane it possible that 


such an occurrence could take place in this community, but 
the preacher has lately worked into this neighborhood, and 
when the preacher once gains an entrance at the door, com- 
mon sensé, decency, and humanity fly out at the window. . 
This coming from neighbors and supposed friends made it 
doubly hard for the bereaved to bear. ‘ 
The little graveyard mentioned is about a mile from the 
home of Mr. F. C. Scharnhorst, and some time ago, in 
choosing a spot in the neighborhood as a placé for burial 
purposes, the above-mentioned piece was selected, when Mr. 
Scharnhorst offered to giv fifty dollars toward it if it was 
made a free burying-ground, but the preacher came in and 
wanted it to be the property of the Dutch Reformed church, 
although there were three distinct classes willing to sub- . 
scribe for its preparation and maintenance, the Dutch Re- 
formed, the Lutheran, and the Freethinker. Mr. Scharn- 
horst, upon these conditions being presented to him, refused . 
to hav anything to do with it. FREETHINKER. 
Harwion, Mass., Oct. 2, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: I am glad to notice that your estimable and 
talented correspondent, Jeremiah Hacker, occasionally fur- 
nishes an interesting article for the columns of Tug TRUTH . 
SEEKER. Although he is greatly advanced in years, still he 
is as able **as in the days of yore" to strike powerful blows 
against superstition, bigotry, priestcraft, and all other evils 
practiced by mankind. 3 
I hav before mea copy of The Pleasure Boat, published 
by “J. Hacker, owner, master, and crew,” hailing from 
Portland, Me., and bearing date of 1846. It is divided off 


| into several aparments, and under such headings as ''Pri- 


vate Cabin," “ Children’s Cabin,” ‘‘ Intelligence Office,” . 
** Purgatory,” etc., appropriate articles are placed. 

It contains much matter of a reformatory character, and 
the productions of Mr. Hacker’s pen plainly indicate that the 
editor in his little Boat was doing much at that time as a 
pioneer opening the way through channels that had long 
been closed by ignorance, bigotry, priestcraft, and similar 
abominations for larger craft to pass up into the regions cov-. 
ered with mental darkness, and do good work in diffusing 
the glorious light of Freethought. He then, as now, was on 


‘the side of wronged humanity, and labored for the elevation 


of the race to a higher plane of thought and action. May he 

long liv to wield his pen against the errors of mankind, 

which make countless numbers suffer both physically and 
mentally in this our world. J. H. PANE. 


CATHLAMET, W. T., Oct. 3, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: I come again for a few minutes to tell you of 
our Wahkiakum Liberals. We (Mr. Albert and I) visited 
the lower part of the county, and called upon several fam- 
ilies, and we are much encouraged with the progress Free- 
thought is making in this county. We visited Mr. O. Nel- 
son, an old subscriber of THE TRUTH SEEKER, and were 
royally entertained. 

Mr. and Mrs. Nelson are outspoken in their views, and hav 
a little daughter, whom they are educating without the taint 
of superstition. Little Ella and her parents visited an ortho- 
dox neighbor a short time since, where grace was said at 
table. On her arrival home, she said to her father, “ Papa, 
whom was Mr. Laurence talking to when he looked at his 
plate and got no answer?" Rather sensible query for a six- - 
year-old girl. 

We also visited Mr. J. P. Nelson, a subscriber of the In- 
vestigator. Here we spent-a pleasant evening. While at Mr. 
O. Nelson's, a minister called, but found himself in such 
company that, after telling us he’d enjoy seeing us Infidels 
burning in hell, he took his leave. He thought it hard when 
the ladies asked questions about his dear ‘“ Lordy,” as he 
called him. Mrs. Nelson asked him why his God didn’t get 
married. I asked if he didn’t think God a party to Adam's 
and Eve's crime in the garden, as he could foresee all things, 
and put the temptation in their way. -He first said Yes; then 
said he didn't understand the question, and changed the- 
answer to No. He did not just understand ‘the Washington 
territory law, for he said it was necessary to sweat by the 
holy book here, and was highly indignant when we proved : 
the contrary. He thought he could not do much with us, 
so took his leave, shouting, ‘‘ Glory to God!” 

Inclosed find fifteen cents, for which please send ** John’s 
Way. LE 

Our League has increased to thirty-five members. 

Mns. 8. F. ALBERT, 


Leow, Ia., Sept. 25, 286. 

Mr. Epiror: About two years ago, we procured the ser- 
vices of John E. Remsburg to deliver three lectures—‘‘ Sab- 
bath-Breaking," ‘‘Thomas Paine,” and- ‘False Claims.” 
Mr. Remsburg is an image-breaker, but ere he is through he 
makes a strong defense of liberty, the Constitution, and our 
free schools, which are the basis to work on for a strong gov- 
ernment and a higher civilization. About a year later we had 
Mr. W. F. Jamieson for three lectures. Mr. Jamieson builds 
better than he thinks, and makes friends and converts wher- 
ever he labors. This summer Mr. J. L. Andrew gave us an , 
agreeable surprise by paying us a call, on his trip East. He 
gave us a short and pointed lecture on ‘Civilization and 
Christianity.” Mr. Andrew is sarcastic, witty, and makes 
strong points. He did better than his friends supposed he 
could. He is a young man of growing timber, and with a 
few years’ experience will make a formidable host within 


‘himself against superstition and priestcraft. 


Next in order is our good captain, S. P. Putnam, who 
gave us a lecture on the ** Demands of Humanity,” on his 
trip to the far West. He was greeted with a good house. 
We had secured the hall in advance of the superstition party, 
and they had to call a halt just in the middle of their meet- 
ing for Mr. Putnam, which gave him a good advertisment. 
He fills the bill of a true orator. He ''keeps close to the 
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some coöperativ colonies being formed in this state now 
which promis to be successful; none of them, however, as 
far as I know, are composed of Liberals. 


priests refused fair and honorable discussion with Mr. Put- 
nam. They are holding on with a kind of a death-grip, but 
when that breaks—then, oh, then! "Their desperation is en- 
couraging. It shows that they feel a sense of their danger. 
A structure resting on stupid ignorance only cannot much 
longer survive in this scientific and humanitarian age. 

_ We had several additions to our Secular Society, and re- 
solved to join the American Secular Union. 

J. F. Brox, secretary. 


grass" down among the human family—among the ones he 
loves best. On his return trip he gave two ringing lectures, 
` one on ‘‘ Liberty, Science, and Humanity,” the other, **'The 
"Glory of Infidelity.” The lecture, **'The New Heaven and 
. Earth,” at the school-house, was attended by a house-fuil of 
-young men and women, and a few families of representativ 
_ Christians. One of our best laborers announced in the 
county papers that it was the best lecture she cver heard, 
and she has heard all of our men that hav been here. Mr. 


CHARLES BunskE. 


New York, Sept. 25, 1886. 
Mx. Eprror: I cannot longer withhold my appreciation of 
the stand you take regarding Freethought in general and the 
popular mad cry against Anarchists in particular. It is sad 


~ Putnam is well earning all the means provided him, by the 

generous Liberal fund. Our only regret was that we could 

not do more for him. We hav denied our bodily wants to 
supply food for our minds. Jonn W. Lona. 

P.S.—I omitted our lecture of the 11th, by C. Vincent, on 

“ Usury.” He makes war on our slave-making financial sys- 
tem, and.it is truly a scholarly lecture. J. W. L. 


which I cannot approve. 
of good (not God), as I regard it—woman’s independence 


to reflect that among Infidels and so-called Freethinkers and 
Liberals so much illiberality is found, as many articles from 
your correspondents prove. One cannot be much of a Lib- 
eral who wants to forbid to another man the right to speak- 
and proclaim his opinion. Mr. Malcolm and others will do 
well to read the Declaration of Independence: '' That to se- - 
cure these rights (life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness] gov- 
ernments are instituted among men, deriving their just pow- 


AN OPEN LETTER TO HELEN WILMANS. 
Bourrato, N. Y., Sept. 27, 1886. 
Dzar Mapam: I hav just received your last -Woman’s 
World. You seem to hav entered upon & new world, one of 
Tam sorry you hav left the realm 


and individuality—for the realm of that shadow of shadows, 
metaphysics. 

You may send my paper to some one who will appreciate 
your ideas; I cannot. And here I might stop, but I want to 
tell you that, while I recognize your right to publish your 
ideas, to enter upon any line of thought you believe to be 
true and applicable to the good of humanity, I believe you 
are following an ignis fatuus that is leading you away from 
solid ground, where you are needed so much; following one 
phase of that false philosophy which has filled the world 
with woe, by demanding faith and obedience and discourag- 
ing investigation; originating as a simple duality in nature 
by our savage ancestor as the only conceivable answer to the 


New York, Oct. 11, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: We are constantly admonished, ** Don't bea 
clam.” I do not desire to be considered as such, yet by force 
of circumstances over which I hav no control, I am com- 
pelled to liv very much, not '' very much like a whale,” but 
very much like a clam in its shell; consequently I hav but 
little time to circulate to any extent among the few friends I 
already hav, and but few opportunities to form any new Ones, 
and in this condition of. affairs I apply to you and respect- 
fully request that you will kindly permit me sufficient Space 
- in your columns to extend my right hand to Mr. John W. 
Truesdell, of Syracuse, and ask him to “shake.” 


ers from the consent of the governed; that whenever any 
form of government becomes destructiv of these ends, it is 
the right of the people to alter or to abolish it, and to insfj- 
tute a new government, laying its foundation on such princi- 
ples, and organizing its powers in such form, as to them 
shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness." 
` The Constitution of the United States says that ‘‘ Congress 
shall make no laws respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof, or abridging the free- 
dom of speech; or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a 
redress of grievances.” This article is really of no effect at 


I do this for the reason that I most heartily indorse every 
line of his article which ‘appears on page 647 of your last 
issue (Oct. 9th), and I take the liberty of saying right here 
that I do not think that you were just either to yourself or to 
Mr. Truesdell in heading that article, “Sat Upon by Mr. 
Truesdel!; ” for I do not think that he or any of your friends 
has any desire or inclination whatever to assume so undigni- 
fied—not to say arrogant and contemptible—a posturetoward 
anyone, much less toward. you, whom we all esteem for 
what you hav done in the past, and for what we hope for 
from you in the future; and we all respect you for your evi- 
dent desire to ‘‘ be just and fear no man.” We are with you 
heàrt, hand, body, and soul to a certain limit,and if you 
cross that limit we say unto you, not in anger, but in sorrow, 
“ Farewell." A 
. I hav, on several occasions of late, been strongly tempted 
to send you a letter for publication, but hav refrained, for I 

_ hav not a particle of vanity, and wish to avoid notoriety or 

publicity as one would wish to avoid an evil of any kind ; be- 
sides which I did not wish—do not wish—you to consider me 
one of those hebitudinous cranks who are possessed of ‘‘an 
insane desire to rush into print,” and who always know just 
how a paper should be run in order to please everybody. 
The term crank is too heavy a one to be borne by a man of 
so small a '* bore," of such small mental caliber, as myself; 
so if you do discover herein any indication of mental or 

‘moral obliquity, please apply the diminutiv, and let the term 
be cranklet, not crank ; and hoping that you will not mistake 
the kindly feeling which prompts this brief letter, 

Iam, BenyaMin F. CLARK. 


: West Union, O., Oct. 7, E.M. 286. 

Mr. Eprror: Our three days’ Liberal camp-meeting closed 
on Sunday night, October 3d, with a splendid round of 

hearty applause from an intelligent audience. The lecture 
that night was ''The Glory of Infidelity.” No man or 
woman could hear it without being inspired by the heroic 
Infidél manhood and womanhood coming down to us asa 
rich inheritance through the dreary ages of the past, and 
pointing with glorious hope to the ** New Heaven and Earth” 
of the rapidly coming future. Our orator’s long array of In- 
fidel heroes in all departments of human culture and civiliza- 
tion made us proud to bear the splendid name of Infidel, and 
those not yet in this glorious brotherhood which is working 
for the betterment of human conditions must hav felt some 
satisfaction in possessing the moral courage to be present, 
‘and giv such respectful, earnest, ladylike and gentlemanlike 
attention to our noble lecturer. We had ‘‘ Universal Mental 
Liberty,” and ‘‘ American Democracy,” and ‘‘ New Heaven 
and Earth,” and ‘‘ The Church and School of the Future” in 
the previous lectures of this course, and so, for Friday night, 
the audience had been pretty thoroughly sifted of weak- 
kneed Christian stuff that dare not hear the truth without 
becoming ‘‘disgusted” and waltzing out. I read ‘“ Ingersoll 
and Jesus,” and this cleared out a few remaining specks of 
trash and nothingness, and left Mr. Putnam a splendid audi- 
ence of ladies and gentlemen of more than average intelli- 
gence. 

The whole camp-meeting was a success. Our Infidel 
workers showed an increase of enthusiasm by an earnest de- 
termination to continue the war, and the people know more 
about our reformatory purposes than they did before. 
** American Democracy” must save our land, or else we fall 
under the cruelest, bloodiest Christian monarchy the world 
has ever known. If, as a republic, we sink beneath the bar- 
barous cruelty of the church, it will be through contemptible 
moral cowardice, and because we do not deserve to be freed. 
May manhood help us to do the right! Mr. Putnam is a 
splendid specimen of the kind of men we will hav when the 
“New Heaven and Earth" hav been inangurated—full of 
cheerfulness, hope, manly vigor, and an unbounded enthu- 
siasm in the cause of humanity. His dress and manners are 
unexceptionable, and everything marks him a splendid 

. gentleman of the new era of man, and heaven on earth. If 
you want a glorious old time, and a shaking up of the dry 
bones of orthodoxy, send for Putnam. 

The orthodox churches are more bitter against us than 
they were last year. The preachers hold the dupes of super- 
stition with a rigid grasp. Constant services in their God- 
houses prevailed during our meetings, and the cowardly 


‘moods. 


phenomena of sleep and dreams, of shadows, reflections, 
and echoes. First organized as fetichism, it has become, by 


countless ages of worship, a faculty of belief in our nature, 


and, though its blossoms at times are beautiful, it has proved 


itself a deadly nightshade. 

Religion has been the curse of the world, and now, just as 
the people are catching glimpses of the pure sunlight of rea- 
son, every emancipated soul should assist in removing this 
noxious weed. Why cumbereth it the ground? "Only as a 
hiding-place for the bats and owls of superstition. Away 
with them all, until every benighted soul shall feel the inspir- 
ing rays of the bright light of the morning. 

Why was I surprised and grieved when Mrs. Wilmans, in 
her last paper, had no word of rebuke or protest at the 
gigantic crime perpetrated in her city in the name of law ? 
Why, indeed, when she says: ‘‘ Metaphysics, or mental 


science, denies not only the power of evil, but its very exist. 


ence. It says, ‘Good reigns supreme. Good (or God) fills 
all space, and therefore there is no room for anything else.’ 
What, then, is evil? Simply a dream of what might be if 
good did not fill all space, and render the existence of evil 
impossible.”’ PR 

Why should she bother herself about something that 
does not exist? The poor souls of Chicago that are crying 
for bread might just as well be given a stone. It’s all a mis- 
take; they are not hungry. ‘‘The metaphysician denies the 
evidence of the senses." “It is simply impossible, then, 
that sin, sickness, and death should exist. Can God be 


sick?” And again: ‘‘ All is of God, and evil is an impossi- 
It is 


bility. Why do I hav this disease? Ido not hav it. 
impossible that I should be diseased. Is God diseased ?” 
Logic forever ! 
That beats my grandmother, and she was clever ! 
O absurdity! thy name is metaphysics! 
^ "Throw (meta)physic to the dogs; I'll none of it. 
Yours sorrowfully, A. L. Barrov. 


Benwoop, W. Va., Sept. 11, 1886. 

Mr. Eprrog: l herewith inclose $2, for which please giv 
me credit on my subscription to Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER of this date is at hand, and the illustra- 
tion on the first page isa very appropriate one. It illustrates 
a truth the importance of which most people do not realize 
and appreciate as fully as they should in criticising works of 
art and objects in nature. Beauty or its opposit is, for the 
most part, in the eye of the beholder, and, as it reads at the 
bottom of the illustration, ‘‘ Dirty minds see dirty images." 

No two minds see things just alike, nor does even the same 
mind see things just alike at different times or in different 
In short, each one sees according to the scope and 
character of his mental vision, and that forms the standard 
by which he is apt to judge of what he sees around and 
about him. : : 

Mr. Heston is “away up” in pictures, and I hav enjoyed 
many a laugh over the more comical ones of his production. 
I want to see the pictures continued, though I hope your 
artist will not be too hard on the Christians, for the sake of 
those among them who may be sincere intheir belief. Ihav 
no doubt it wounds the feelings of the more pious ones tohav 
their religion caricatured as is done in some of THE TnurRH 
SEEKER illustrations. While I am well aware that those 
Christians who respect the rights and feelings of Liberals are 
few and far between, yet I believe it is better to do unto 
them as we would be done by than to do unto them as they 
do by us. : 

Why cannot some of the many isolated Liberals, such, for 
instance, as Miss Gibson mentions in her letter, come to- 
gether and form coóperativ colonies or.societies to engage in 
farming, or manufacturing, or both? There might be one or 
more of such coóperativ associations formed in each state in 
the Union, which, if properly conducted, would secure to 
each member the full fruits of his labor and enable him to 
purchase everything he wants at nearly first cost, besides 
affording the social advantage desired by isolated Liberals. . 

There is room in the virgin forests of West Virginia for 
colonists and home-seekers, and good land can be had cheap, 
so I would advise such Liberals as may be seeking homes 
and who do not wish to emigrate to the far West, to form a 
coóperativ colony and come to West Virginia. There are 


all, except for Knownothingdom to vaunt this so-called ‘‘ free 
country," because to the contrary thereof any state in the 
Union can and does act as it pleases. 

If after the word, '*Congress," ‘‘or any state” were 
inserted, ‘‘ shall make no laws,” then freedom granted might 
be enforced, but as now, it is of little value. I am an inde- 
pendent reader and observer of newspapers, and can read be- 
tween the lines, make allowances for the popular prejudices 
to which they cater, and then form my own opinion. I hav 
found that the lower, poorer class, whenever discontented, is 
bythe police—the tools of wealth—forbidden to assemble 
publicly—as if the public places were owned by the police. 
If the people persist in assembling to peaceably discuss their 
grievances, then the police command them to disperse, and 
if not obeyed will.club them. The police were the aggressors 
years ago in Tompkins square, and lately in Chicago and 
Milwaukee; the police were the rioters really. Without the 
least cause or provocation, and to the contrary of the freedom 
to assemble granted by the Constitution of the United States, 
they clubbed and drove the people away. 

We ought to be thankful that some courageous men are 
found willing to assert their rights and remonstrate even at 
the sacrifice of their lives against such injustice and against 
such laws. 

I am simply a Freethinker; belong to no associations of 
any kind; hav had to labor all my life; and saved by ab- 
staining from the use of tobacco and liquors enough to keep 
my old age in peace, and free from want. Therefore in what 
I may say or write I can hav no personal interest. 

We hav such a mass of nonsensical laws of all kinds (for 
an example read ‘‘ Marriage and Divorce Laws," page 154 in 
the World's Almanac, 1886, as a part of them only) that I do 
not wonder that we hav Anarchists. I do not think that we 
could be much worse off without any laws at all than we are 
at present. All the laws now, with the exception of a few 
established only lately, are for the protection of the wealthy 
and educated class, and of monopolists and banks, ani 
against the poorer class, who really need protection the 
most. This state of affairs becomes more and more known 
to the downtrodden laboring class, and they organize into 
Knights of Labor, Socialists, Communists, Nihilists, and An- 
archists for the purpose of a change in our society, laws, 
and customs. The organization known as the Knights of 
Labor is an intolerant tyrant, and professes to be an enemy 
to Socialism, but slavishly submits to the behest of the 
church. What good can come of it? 

Then, we hav excited disputations about Prohibition. 
Now, I do not comprehend how any Liberal, less a Free- 
thinker, can vote for that party. Just read its platform of 
1884, in which it acknowledges ‘‘ almighty God as the right- 
ful sovereign of all men, from whom the just powers of the 
government are derived, and to whose laws human enact- 
ments should conform as an absolute condition of peace, 
prosperity, and happiness.” Right to the contrary of the 
Declaration of our Independence. 

Our greatest evils might be rectified in a comparativly 
short time without any great evolution, much less reyolu- 
tion, in this land, by and with the ballot. The laboring and 
middle classes constitute the great majority of the people; _ 
let them establish a progressiv income tax, the most just tax 
of any. It will exempt the poor, and will bear only on the -- 
rich well able to pay. I would hav it like this: an increase 
of one per cent with every thousand dollars income, $990 to 
be exempt; $1,000 to pay tax $10; $2,000 to pay $20 plus 
$10, equaling $30; $8,000 to pay $80 plus $30, equaling 
$60; $4,000 to pay $40 plus $60, equaling $100; and so on 
up to ninety or ninety-five per cent of the incomes. The 
more one should hav to pay, the better able he would be to 
pay. Besides this tax, hav a ground tax, cultivated land to 
pay no more than the wild, uncultivated land next to it. So 
lots in cities should be taxed only; no building or improve- 
ments of any kind should be taxed in city or country. 
These two taxes would in time equalize our wealth, stop 
speculation in land, stimulate building and all kinds of im- 
provements, bring down rents, and increase the food supply. 
What prejudice against these two taxes could operate the 
majority of the people I am not able to see. Let the leaders 
of the several organizations unite on these taxes, and they 
will sooner reach their aim than separated as they now are. 

"od Frep. Kozzry. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fal 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


. ‘ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 

Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Life’s Sunny Side. 


What—you are dull to-day ? 
In a sad mull to-day ! 
Up and be social and stirring, I pray, 
Why so lugubrious ? 
Take a salubrious 
Walk, and we'll talk, for I’ve something to say. 


Verily, verily, 

E Things will go merrily 

When you are merry and brave. 
But if not cheerfully 
Tempered, but tearfully, 

Life is a tyrant, and you are its slave, 


If you go wilfully, 
However skilfully 
Nursing your moods and your delicate whims, 
Life will be dumb to you, 
All things will come to you 
Touched by a shadow that saddens and dims, 


Life has two sides to it, 
Take the best guides to it, 
Look at the best and the brightest, my friend. 
Be a philosopher, 
Don’t look so cross over 
Matters you never can alter or mend. 


Look not so dismally 
Down the abysmally 
Dark—banging over the precipice brink. 
. Worst of all bias is 
Hypochondriasis— 
Sunshine is healthier than shadow, I think. 


If you would drive away 
Gloom, and would hive away 
Honey-like peace in your innermost cell, 
Work—like the humble bee, 
Soft let your grumble be; 
Burn your own smoke, and the world will go well. 


—0. P. Cranch, in Youth's Companion, 
——————————9—9-4——— —— ————— 


The Little Smiths. 


There are five of them—Freddie, Lottie, 
Katie, Dan, and baby Edith. They are bright 
little children, and smart as whips, every one 
of them. They liv at Buzzard's Bay, and 
are as healthy and handsome as good, strong 
constitutions, thesun,and wholesome food and, 
good air can make them. Fred and Dan hav 
little gardens of their own, and they raise 
beans, corn, pumpkins, squashes, cucumbers, 
and potatoes. Dan is not more than seven or 
eight years old, and Fred may be about twelve. 
Lottie is nine, I think, and Katie is five, and 
baby Edith is, may be, two and a half. They 
go to school, all but the baby, and are quick 
to learn. They all can work, and it is very 
amusing to see even little Edith trying to clear 
up the table after meal time, and begging— 
the little tot !—to wipe the dishes. 

Fred has to go some distance to school, so 
he takes a lunch along and does not come 
home till the close of the afternoon session. 
He is very honorable, is Fred, and when eat- 
ing his lunch in his aunt’s garden in the sum- 
mer-time, and the boys come and tease him 
to get them some of his aunt’s grapes or pears, 
he will look at them indignantly, and say, 
* Do yousuppose I'm going to steal!” ‘Oh, 
she never'll know,” the boys say.. ‘But I 
shall know, and I don’t want any such trouble 
on my conscience." 

Each little Smith has his own place for his 
own things, and neither one would think itat 
all right to meddle with the others’ belong- 
ings without leave, even if they are’ brothers 
and sisters. 

Don't they hav any faults? you ask. 

Of course they do; they are not perfect 
children, by any means. They cry and kick 
and get cross, at times, just like other boys 
and girls. They are roguish, too. Fred is 
quite a naturalist, and likes to dissect frogs 
and fishes after they are dead. He has a 
great curiosity to inspect bugs, birds, and 
-beetles, but he was never known to rob a nest 
or hurt a bird. NS 

Tl tell you what he did once, not long ago. 
He collected a lot of living crickets, and de- 
posited them in his sister Lottie’s bed-room. 
Well, after she went to bed, one night, she 
began to cry: ‘‘Mamma! mamma! Oh, 
dear! oh, dear! I can’t go to sleep!" Her 
mother went to her room—and no wonder 
she couldn't sleep! It was ''C-r-e-e-k! 
c-r-e-e-k! c-r-e-e-k !" on the right and on 
the left, under the bed and over the bed, un- 
der the chairs, under tlie stand, everywhere! 
'The room seemed full of crickets, and every 
‘ove pouring forth his shrieks to the best of 
his ability. It was ''Chirp, chirp! crick, 
crick, crick!” and you never heard such an 
uproar of crickets in all your life. The whole 
family came to the room, and if there had 
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come, too. 

* Who has done this?" 
mamma Smith. 

Fred, the culprit, stood by laughing. 

** Why, don't you like it? Ido,” he said. 
“I think it is fun.” á 

“You might hav put them in your own 
room, then,” sobbed Lottie. 

Of course there was hunting for crickets, 
but it was more than one day before all of the 
crickets were dislodged. 

Of course it was naughty in Fred, not to 
colléct so many crickets, but, -after he had 
collected them, to put them in Lottie’s room 
to. annoy her and keep her awake. I don't 
think Dan is quite so roguish, but he will 
learn to be, probably, as he grows older. He 
studies hard in school, and has great pride 
in always keeping at the head of his class. 

Well, they are bright children, and some 
time when I hav more leisure I will tell you 
more of the little Smiths. 8. H. W. 

—— ermm 
The Beginning. 

** Giv me a half-penny, and you may pitch 
one of these rings, and if it catches over a 
nail P] giv you threepence." That seemed 
fair enough; so the boy handed him a half- 
penny and took the ring. He stepped back 
to the stake, tossed the ring, and it caught on 
one of the nails. 

** Will you take six rings to pitch again, or 
threepence ?” 

* Threepence," was the answer, and the 
money was put in his hand. He stepped off, 
well satisfied with what he had done, and 
probably not having an idea that he had done 
wrong. A gentleman standing near him 
watched him, and now before he had time to 
look about and rejoin his companions, laid 
his hand on his shoulder. 

** My lad, this is your first lesson in gam- 
bling." 

“Gambling, sir ?" 

** You staked your half-penny and won six 
halfpence, did you not ?" 

** Yes, I did.” 

* You did not earn them, and they were 
not given to you; you won them just as 
gamblers win money. You hav taken the 
first step in the path; that man has gone 
through it, and you can see the end. Now,I 
advise you to go and giv his threepenee 
back, and ask him for your half-penny, and 
then stand square with the world, an honest 
boy." 

He had hung his head down, but raised it 
quickly, and his bright, open look as he said, 
“PU do it,” will not soon be forgotten. He 
ran back, and soon emerged from the ring, 
looking happier than ever. He touched his 
cap and bowed pleasantly, as he ran away to 
join his companions. 'This was an honest 
boy, and doubtless made an honorable man. 
—Morning Star. i 

— eorr 
Fables for the Times. 


A Crow with a morsel of cheese in her beak 
was accosted by a huugry Fox, who begged 
her to sing, remarking that a beautiful voice 
must accompany so fair a form. The vain 
bird at once dropped the cheese and the Fox 
hastened to seize it. But alas! it was Lim- 
burger, and one smell overcame the thief, 
whose dying agonies were hightened by the 
Crow’s executing ‘‘ In the Gloaming.” 

Moral: This little Fable shows that the 
innocent often develop surprising strength 
in unexpected quarters. 

THE TWO DOGS. 


Two dogs one day went lion hunting, one 
of them being a smart dog with a classical 
education and the other being very ignorant 
and unsophisticated. Pretty soon they struck 
the track of & Lion, and the educated Dog 
started off in the direction of the royal beast, 
while his ignorant companion, making an ab- 
surd mistake, took the back track and started 
off in the opposit direction. In a few min- 
utes the educated Dog was serving as an in- 
animate free lunch for an enormous Lion, 
while the ignorant Dog escaped unhurt. 

Moral: 'This Fable teaches that classical 
lore should be plentifully sprinkled with prac- 
tical knowledge.— Life. 

s+ 
Our Puzzle Box. ° 
1.—oconvNDRUM. 
What blazing letter forms a word 
That names a kind of wading bird? 
T K. P. B. 


inquired’ the 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN'8 CORNER, 
oor. 9, 1886. 
l.-Hereditament. 2.-Black hair (black 
hare), ebon eyes (ebon Is), Roman nose 
(non’s, 4. e., Latin, noes), rosy lips (rose 


been very near neighbors, they would hav 


£ 
` 
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ellipse), ribbon (rib on cape), ears (of corn),- 
elbows (L bows), hands (of a clock), plaits 
in her waist (plates), bone (equator), pannier 


(pan nigh her), apron (a pun, a play on False Claims. 


words), a train (of cars), furbelows (fur bel- 
lows), instep (step to hotel), feet (twelve 
inches), ladies’ slippers. 8.-In order to be 
wise be content to learn. í 
! 
Correspondence. 
VALLEY FALLS, Kan., Oct. 8, 1886. 

Dear Miss Wixon: Encouraged at seeing 
my first letter in print, I will try to write & 


f 


-| second. Ithink Taz TRUTH SEEKER is im- 


proving all the time. It arrives here on Sat- 
urday or Sunday, and we all hav a hearty 
laugh at Watson Heston's work on the first 
and last pages. There is a minister in Man- 
hattan, Kan., where my two sisters are at- 
tending college, who says nothing that is 
ridiculed can standlong. Christianity surely 
will fall then. 

8. P. Putnam paid Valley Falls a visit and 
delivered four lectures in the latter part of 
August—three at the Opera House at night, 
and one at the park in the afternoon. We at- 
tended them all but the one in the park. It 
rained and we could not go. We were very 


| well pleased with his lectures and hope he 


wil come again. Papa and mamma pur- 
chased his picture and his pamphlet entitled 
“ Why Don't He Lend a Hand?" and other 
Agnostic poems. I think it is as good poetry 
as I ever read. We hav read his books 
entitled “ Golden Throne" and ‘‘ Waifs and 
Wanderings,” and think them very interest- 
ing. Papa bought Ingersoll’s forty-three 
lectures complete. I hav started to read it 
through, and think it is the best book I ever 
read. I think it would do a person more real 
good to read one of Ingersoll’s lectures than 
to read the filthy old Bible through. I started 
to read it through once, but didn’t get very 
far until I decided that it was too silly to 
spend any time on. The board of this dis- 
trict hav hired a religious school-teacher 
again this winter, and I am very sorry. 
Their senseless: prayers to an invisible deity 
of whose existence no one knows make me 
sick. My studies are history, arithmetic, 

rammar, geography, and spelling. History 
is my favorit study. I will inclose my card. 
Wishing you every happiness, I remain, - 

Yours truly, E. Horrensra Harman. 

[Thanks for the above interesting letter, 
and the accompanying pretty card. We hope 
to hear from Hortensia again.— Ep. C.C.] 


WORKS OF O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 


Christianity a Reward for Crime. 
Authenticated by the Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 29 pages, ` - " " 10c. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 
i Paper, 12mo, 47 pages, . - i » 


l Origin of the Christian Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 95 pages, 25c. 


A Masonic Vindication of Right. 


A Protest Against Persecution. 


15c. 


Paper, 12mo, 36 pages, - = a e Jj5c. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKERB. 
88 Olinton Pl., New York, 


THE ORDER OF CREATION. 


A Discussion Between 
Gladstone, Huxley, Muller, 
Linton, Reville, . 


On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
OONTENTS: 

I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. ByHon. 
W. E. Gladstone. 

II. The Interpreters of Genesis and the Inter- 

preters of Nature. By Prof, T. H. Huxley. 

III. Postesript to Solar Myths. By Prof. Max 

er. 


IV. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial. 
By Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 
V. Dawn of Creation. An Answer to Mr. Glad- 
stone. By Albert Reville, D. D. 
VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. By Prof. T. H. 


uxley. 
VIL. A Protest anda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 
e on, 


This is a new book and contains the latest discus- 
sion on the mistakes of Moses. The names of the 
participants are a guarantee of its able character. 

Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
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THE RISE OF 


INTELLECTOAL LIBERTY 


From Thales to Copernicus. 


By FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND, Author of “The 
Reign of the Stoics.” 


“This is a book not only to be read once, but te 
be kept and referred to, and pondered over from 

ear to year. It is a guide-book of Liberalism 
hrough the past centuries prior to 1600, the era of 
Copernicus and Bruno, It does not take the place 
of other histories like Gibbon, Hallam, or Lecky, 
but it makes them intelligible by pointing out the 
white t that has been cast upon the lurid 
clouds of ignorance, superstition, and cruelty, 
from the little stream of Freethought that has 
flowed in its ragged, broken, and obstructed course 
down through the ages which now liv only as our 
re of Memory and Admonition.” 


Octavo, 458 pp. PRICE, $8.50. 


"s 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


Revised and Enlarged. 


Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiarles; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
tislavery Reform; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
Church and the Republic. 


Bible Morals. 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture: Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating: ‘Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars oj 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
U. dness to Children; Cruelty to Animals ; 


Among. 


Twenty Crimes and. 


Science; the Church and.Learning; ` 


Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; - 


Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy: Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents ; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Roriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the ristian Fathers; ‘ 
ab bath during the Middle Ages: The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
cholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, 25 cents; six copies, $1.00. 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the stor: 
of the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. Choice extracts from “Common Sense,” 
“ American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 


written expressly for this work. Second edi- | 


tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents ; 
cloth, 75 cents. . j 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO, 
88 Olinton Place, New York. 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF - 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 


85 Cents Each. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 


Published at Hammonton, N. J, Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; J. M. Pryse and J. 
M. Burgler, Printers, This paper is devoted spe-, 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 

rise, the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and federally 

o the practical solution of the problem of Integral 
Co-operation. Price, $1 a year; 50 cents for six 
months; 25 cents for three months. . 


REPLY 
TO REY. L. A. LAMBERT'S 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.” 
By B. W. Lacy l 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priest's 
sophistry, unfairness, and histor- 
ical misstatement. 
Pric., Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 Cents. 


HISTORY 


OF THE 


INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe. 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D. 
Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


tf 88 Clinton Pl., New York city. 
P T Y | | 
A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 


—0— 

York Ovserver’s slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. . Containing 
both the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 


—o— 


The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. 


TOGETHER WITH 


A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death. 
bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine'g 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


""Bpp. Price 15 cents. 
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Robt G. Ingersoll’s 
OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 


. in the suit of the 
Bankers and fterchants? 
graph Company 
against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company. 


—o—. 


Tele- 


So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that THE TRUTH SELKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 
The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli- 
` eal Works. 
By THOMAS PAINE, 
“The Author-Hero of the Revolutjon." 
Price, Single Copies, soe Six copies for 


e 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 
Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . . . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 


ration.” 
Price, 35 cents. 


For either of these works, or an 
writings, Address THE TRUT 


of Paine's 
SEEKER, 


BIBLE MYTHS 


AND THEIR 


Parallels in Other Religions. 


Being a Comparison of the Old and New Testa- 
ment Myths and Miracles with those of. 
- heathen nations of Antiquity, Con- 
sidering also their Origin 
and Meaning. With 
numerous illus- 
trations. ; 

The object of the work 18 to point out the myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound ; 
to show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning. 

“It is unquestionable true that the results of a 
rationalistac study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else so accessible as they are now made 
in the work before us."—N. Y. Sun, 

1 vol. 8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages, 


Price, $92.50. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
83 Olinton Place, New York. 


PRICE, TWENTY-FIVE CENTS. 
—THE— 


TRUTH SEEKER 
ANNUAL 


dfreethinhers Almanac. 
1 886 (om. 280). 


WITH THIRTY PORTRAITS OF DISTINGUISHED 
EUROPEAN FREETHINKERS, SOIENTISTS, AND 
. PHILOSOPHERS, AND MANY OTHER 
ILLUSTRATIONS. 


CONTENTS: 


Calendar for 1886; Freethought in the United 
States, 1885; How the Church Filches from the 
State; Public Contributions to the Church; The 
Religion of Crime; Chaplains in our Army and 
Navy; The Higher Life, by Courtlandt Palmer; 
My Dream, by Samuel P. Putnam; The American 
Secular Union; Statistics of Our dote Dom 
Population; The Curate of Churnside. (Selected 
story.) By Jas. Payne;, How Voltaire Died, by the 
Editor: ‘he Iron Virgin; Religious Divisions of 
the World; Paine Memorial HaH (Illustrated); 
The Story of 1885; Immigration to the U. S. 
1820-1884; Freethought in Australia; Freethought 
on the Continent; Subjects of Dlustration; Free- 
thought Journals; eligious Denominations; 
Area and Value of Farms; Population of Large 
Cities; Liberal Lecturers. 


ILLUSTRATIONS : 


Lick Observatory, Girard College, Philadelphia, 
Freethought Hall, Waco, Texas (interior view); 
Freethought Hall, Waco, Texas (exterior view); 
The Tent, Irou Virgin, Paine Hall, Moncure D. 
Conway, Saladin, Annie Besaut, Mary Wollstcne- 
craft, G. W. Foote, Austin Holyoake, J. S. Mill 
George Eliot, Geo. Standring, Ernst 
Auguste Comte, Edward Gibbon, Mag uller, 
Thos. Huxley, Voltaire Chas. Darwin, Rousseau, 
Humboldt, Byron, Shelley, David Hume, Goethe, 
Robert Burns, Richard anila, Herbert Spencer, 


Castelar, Bradlaugh, Chas. A. Watts, J. A. Froude, 
John Tyndall. 
: NEW YORK: 
THE TRUTH SHEKER COMPANY, 


88 CLINTON PLACE. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous; itis now known to be the work of W. 
H. Burs, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at this office. 


LITHOGRAPHS 


CHARLES DARWIN 


Admirers of the Great Naturalist, and practically 
the father of Evolution, will be glad to know that 
we hav a fine lithograph of him for sale—size 
183x24 inches on heavy plate paper. Framed, the 
Picture will make a splendid ornament for the 
parlors of Freethinkers. Price, 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
88 Clinton Pl., New York. 


Sabhath- Dreaking, 


BY J. E. REMSBURG. 
Author of “False Claims,” “Bible 
Morals,” Etc. f 


The best and most thorough work ever written 


on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 


view. 


Large and Handsome Print. 


25 cents. 
$1.00. 


SINGLE CoPIES, ae 
Six Corrs, - - - 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
; BY W. S. BELL. 


“Iam very much pleased. with it, and I wish the 
seventy thousand ministers of this country were 
oblige " ig urenaae the pamphlet and read every 
word of it. 


Price 15 cents. 
tf29 


For sale at this office. 


ADAMI AND HEVA, 
BY 8S. P. PUTMAM. 


A poetic version of the Indian Story of the Gar- 
den of Eden, in which its superiority to the muti- 
lated copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. 

PRICE, 10 CENTS. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


THE TRUTH SFEKX*B ANNUAI. 


Price, 25 cents. : 


` 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, OCTOBER 25, 1888. 


S. P. Putnam’s Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price; 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 

can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts, 

** A prose epic of the war, rieh with incident 

and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 

last with the living spirit of to-day."—John 
Swinton’s Paper. 

“The 


Golden Throne, a Romance. 
author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is within him. The bookisfilled with 
manly thoughts, expressed in manly words— 
the transcript of am nly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne,’ "—IxGERSOLL. $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown tHere is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. i 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 


poured forth, it seems to me; with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”—Dr. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Dou’t He Lend a Haud, and 
other Agnostic Poems. _ Price, 10 cts. 
For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
38 Clinton Place, New York. 


Charles Wattss Works. 


‘The History of Freethought. Bound 
in cloth and lettered. Price,$1.25. CONTENTS : 
Section I. Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section ll. Whatit 
Owes to Mohammedanism. Section III., Free- 

. thought Martyrs and, Confessors. . Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Bec- 
tion V. -Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


The American Secular Union; its 
Necessity, and the Justice of its Nine Demands. 
(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll.) 
32 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Se: ularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22pagesin cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Christ an Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh. | Con- 
tents : The Origin of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Seeularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 

Watts are Published at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS EACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible; Freethought an 
Modern Progress ; Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
larism; Science and bible. Antagonistic ; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. 
the above works address THE TRUT. 
ER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


KERSEY GRAVES'S WORKS. 


Sixteen Saviors or None. By Ker- 
SEY Guaves, auther of the World's Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors; The Bible of Bibles, and 
Biography of Satan. Paper, 75 cents; cloth, $1. 


Bible of. Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thousand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
delineation of the characters of the principal 
pergonages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of their doctrins. Price, $2. 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains, 
Price, 35 cents. 

The World's Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing new and startling revelations in 
religions history, which disclose the oriental 
origin of all the doctrines, principles, precepts, 
and miracles of the Christian New ‘Testament 
and furnishing a key for unlocking many of 
itg sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 
history of sixteen oriental crucified Rods, $2. 

dress THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
88 Olinton Place, New York. 


WHAT'S TO BE DONE? 
A NIHILISTIC ROMANCE. 


By N. G. TCHERNYCHEWSEY. With a portrait 
of the Author. Translated by BENJ. 
'R. UCKER. 


Written in Prison. Suppressed by the Czar. The 
Author Over Twenty Years an Exile in Sibe- 
' ria. Russian Edition worth $600 a Copy. 
First American Édition Exhauste 
in Four Days. Second now 
eady. n egan 
dy An El t 
olume of 330 
Pages. 
PRESS. COMMENTS : 
To call the book the “Uncle Tom's Cabin” of 
Aiino is scarcely extravagance.—Boston Adver- 
er. 
It is perhaps the book which has most power- 
fully influenced the youth of Russia in their 


or all o 
H SEEK- 


-growth into Nihilism, and it is remarkable and 


noteworthy as a work which has played so impor- 
tant a part in the political and social history of 
the century.—Boston Courier. | . . : 

Asa revelation of folk life it is invaluable; we 
hav no other Russian pictures that compare with 
it,—Providence Star. d 

The characters are so strongly and vividly drawn 
that the interest in their fate becomes intense as 
the thread of the narrativ is slowly unwound.— 
Boston Saturday Evening Gazette. pM 

en we come to consider the publication of 
such books as Flaubert's *Salammbo ” and Tcher- 
nychewsky's ' What's To Be Done?" we cannot 
avoid the conclusion that something must hav 
happened . to the society for the suppression of 
indecent literature.—St. Louis Republican, 
In cloth, $1; paper, 75 cents, 

Address THE TRUTH SREK R, ; 

88 Clinton Place, New York. 


Birth and Death of Religions. 


Cradle of the Christ. 


FREETHOUGHT WORKS. 
For Sale at Tus Truru Srexer Office. 
By 


Joun E, Burton. Price, 10 cents, 


Christian. and Deist. A Business 
Man's Social and Religious Views. Bold 
and trenchant blows against theolo 
and inhumanity. Price, 1.00. : 


Christianity from a Scientific and 
Historical Standpoint. By Wm. N. 
Lauren, attorney at Law. Contents: In- 
troduction, Unrevealed Religion, Old 
Testament Religion, Evidence in Support 
of Christianity, Alleged Failure of Chris- 
tianity, Proposed Substitute for Chris- 
tianity, Conclusion. 50 cents. 


Christ of Paul; or, the Enigmas of 
Ohristianity. St. John never in Asia 
Minor: Irenæus the author of tho Fourth 
Gospel; The Frauds of the Churchmen 
of the Second Century Exposed. By Geo. 
Reser. Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pp. $2. 


Classified Bible Extracts; or, the 


Holy Scriptures Analyzed. by ROBERT 
CoorzR. Price, 25 cents. 
Confessions of an Inguirer. Why 


and What Am I? By JAMES JACKSON JAR- 
ves. Price, $1.25. 


Cooper’s Lectures on the Soul. In 
which the doctrin of immortality is re- 
ligiously and philosophically considered. 
Price, 75 cents. 


A Study in 
Primitiv Christianity. By O. B. Frors- 


INGHAM. Price, $1.75. 


Cultivation of Art, And Its Relationa 
to Religious Puritanism and Money-Gect- 
ting. By A. R. Cooper. 12mo, 48 pp. 
Price, flexible cloth, 35 cents; paper, 20. 


Divine and Moral Works of Plato. . 

. Translated from the original Greek. With 
introductory 
Price, $2.50. 


Doctrin of Inspiration: being an 
Inquiry Concerning the Infallibility, In- 
spiration, and Authority of Holy Writ. 
By the Rev. Joun Macnaveut, M.A., In- 
cumbent of St. Chrysostom's church, 
Everton, Liverpool, England, Price, $1.50 


Elegant Extracts from the Bible. 


(Perhaps inelegant would bea more proper 
term.) Price, 10 cents. 


English Life of Jesus. By Tuomi: 
Scorr. Dedicated to those who seek 
rather to know the truth of facts than to 
look on unhistorical pictures. Price, $1.50. 


Epidemic Delusions. A Lecture by 
FREDERICK R. Marvin, M.D. Price, 10 cts. 


dissertations and notes. 


Essays on Mind, Matter, Forces, The- 
ology, ete. By Cnuaunzs E. Towy- 
SEND. Extra cloth, 12mo, 404 pp. Price, 
$1.50. Sequel to Essays. By same au- 
thor. Price, 75 cents. 


WORKS OF PROF. DENTON. 
Be Thyself. Price, 10 cents. 
Christianity no Finality; or, Spirit- 

ualism Superior to Christianity. 10 cents, 
Common Sense Thoughts on the 

Bible. Price, 10 cents. 

Garrison in Heaven. A Dream. 10 cts. 


Geology; The Past and Future of our 
Planet. Price, $1.50. 

Is Spiritualism True? Price, 10 cts. 

Man's True Savior. Price, 10 cents. 

Orthodoxy False, since Spiritualism is 


True. rice, 10 cents. 


Radical Discourses on Religious Sub- 
jects. Price, $1.25. 


Radical Rhymes.: Price, $1.25. 
Sermon from Shakspere’s Text. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Soul of Things ; 


or, Psychometric Re- 
searches an iscoveries. In three vol- 
umes. Price, $1.50 per volume. 


The Deluge in the Light of Modern 
Science. Price, 10 cents. 


The God Proposed for Our National 
Constitution. Price 10 cer ts. 


The Irreconcilable Records; or, Gene- 
sis and Geology Cloth, 40 cents; paper 
25 cents. i 


The Pocasset Tragedy. 10 cents. 
Is Darwin Right? Price, $1.25. 
What ls Right? Price, 10 cents, 


What Was He? or, Jesus in the Light 
of the Nineteenth Century. Price, cloth, 
$125; paper, $1. 


Who are Christians? Price, 10 cents. 
Who Killed Mary Stannard? 10 cents 
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Parson Joe and the Judgment Day. 


! Parson Joseph was black, but he had & good 
knack 
Of preaching to converts and sinners ; 
Hed shout and they'd sing and make the walls 
ring; 
And forget to go home to their dinners. 


Year after year Joe kept them in fear 
Of customs unrighteous and evil; 

Said, “ Brudders, all mind, and sistern; be kind ; 
Or you'll go to the home of the debil.” 


Parson Joseph one day heard an old brother say 
Opposition had sprung up in preaching— 

That a stranger had come the neighbors among; 
And a new gospel doctrin was teaching. 


“Adventism” he taught; Joe's followers caught 
In their minds new tidings of Gabriel, 

And believed he'd soon blow to let the world know 
Earth's fixtures were growing unstable. 


When Sabbath day shone Joe stood quite alone 
In his church all deserted and dreary, 

For his flock looked in vain till closing time came, 
Then retired down-hearted and weary. 


The stranger's new call drew his followers all 
. Away from their ancient profession ; 

Joe took it all in and thought it a sin 
To relinquish the right of possession. 


He was shrewd to the core, his age was threescore, 
He had learned human nature is freaky— 

Seeks changes to make and friends will forsake 
As do rats an old ship that is leaky. 


- * Pl hab ’em all back as sure as I’m black,” 
Said Joe to a near faithful neighbor; 
“TI try dis queer preachin’ and, new-fangled 
teachin’, 
Den go on undisturbed in my labor.” 


Next Sabbath Joe went to hear the Advent— 
Prostrated himself in devotion ; 

His people all shouted to see how he scouted 
Old things for the new gospel notion. 


.Converted anew; Joe's followers flew 
To his old place of worship to hear him; 


His opponent in terror pronounced him in error, . 


Refusing to hear or go near him. : 
In fierce opposition and crude superstition 
For members they long did compete; 
Both strove hard to show that soon Gabriel would 
blow : 
And leave sinners outin the heat. 
But Joseph could see that a prophet to be 
. Would giv him high standing and prestige, 
So he told it around when Gabriel would sound 
: And got in ahead with the message. 
Said he; “In September—now, friends, all remem- 
ber— 
The twentieth about, I should say, 
In declouds of de sky de Lord you'll espy 
Comin’ down to de great judgment day. 
Now let us prepare white garments to wear; 
And go forth to meet the bridegroom ; 
We'll all go together be it good or bad weather; 
I thinks he'll come down about noon.” 
"White robes were prepared, but their feet were all 
bared 
To giv them a lighter ascension ; 
They met on a hillside where grass it had dried 
To enjoy Parson Joseph's invention, 
In vain did they wait in uncertain state 
Of mind; for no Gabriel appeared; 
And, as time had grown cheap, they all fell asleep, 
So remained until evening had neared. 
But boys were on hand, and with quick firebrand 
. Encircled the hillside with fire, 
Expecting to see the whole company flee 
And take a position much higher. 
Outside of the crowd Joe, snoring aloud, 
Was wrapped in profoundest repose, 
As the slow-creeping fire climbed higher and 
higher 
' And crackled between his bare toes. 
At the first twinge of heat Joe sprang to his feet, 
And; seeing the grass all aglow; 
Thought Satan the sneak had caught them asleep 
And sent them to regions below. 
He shouted aloud to his sleep-loving crowd; 
“Say, niggers, awake! don't you know ] 
Dat Satan has caught us? New preachin’ has 
brought us 
Just where I expected you'd go. ? 
'Then bounding through smoke, Joe ingtantly broke 
Away from the sable ascenders; 
And seeing the game when clear of the flame, 
Never mingled again with pretenders. i 
WILLIAM EREOKSON. 


Stray Scraps. 


John O'Mally, of Dallas county, Iowa, is 
one hundred and twelve years old, has 
chewed tobacco and smoked since he was & 
boy, takes & nip of old Kentucky when he 
feels like it, and says he never recited more 
than three verses at à time in Sunday-school; 
and did not eo to sea as à cabin-boy.— Boston 
Globe. 

Mrs. Mary Hayes Gilbert, says the Boston 
Globe, of Glucester, Mass., celebrated her 
one-hundredth birthday September 8th. She 
retains: all her faculties, with a remarkable 
memory of events. She is only a little 
hard of hearing. She is a devout Christian, 
of the Unitarian order. It- is not stated 
whether she used tobacco, took a nip of old 
Kentucky, snuff, or other stimulants or sed- 
ativs, but it is recorded that she repeated the 
** Cradle Hymn ” learned at the tender age of 
five gam It is presrumable that the long life 


of John O'Mally is attributable to ee 
and spirits, while Mrs. Gilbert's is to be'set 


| down to total abstinence from these stimu-_ 


lants. Consistency, thou art a jewel! 

Rev. Geo. O. Barnes, the mountain evan- 
gelist of Kentucky, says that he has made his 
trip around the world, with his wife, son, 
and two daughters, entirely on faith. He 
had no plan when he set out but to preach 
—no invitations from abroad, no promises 
of support, no acquaintances, even, in the 
countries he visited. Yet he made the jour- 
ney and wanted for nothing !—Cleveland 
Plaindealer. A regular deadbeat of the first 
water, possessed of the effrontery to brag 
over it, and call it “faith!” An ecclesiastical 
tramp, with his family included, who had 
they been Infidels would probably hav turned 
up in the lock-up! But because he was good 
at begging and tramped like his Lord and 
master he is a citizen of good repute, a Chris- 
tian gentleman, and a practical believer in’ 
the faith doctrin. Hurrah for Christian 
tramps! 

A threatening storm cloud alarmed the 
worshipers at a colored camp-meeting at 
Green Camp, O., one Sunday, and in their 
hurry to get away thirty-two buggies were 
totally wrecked. And yet the preacher was 
then exhorting his hearers: ‘‘ Beloved bred- 
ren, hav faith in God, trust in God; his ten- 
der mercies are over all his works.” But, 
you $ee, friends, none of them believed it. 
And yet these Christians curse -us heretics 
because we say it is all a farce; but when 
emergencies arise how practically they prove 


the truth of our belief and the falsity of their | 


own! Erra E. Grssow. 
— 4 ——— ————— 
Obituary. 
Diep.—In New Milford township, Pa., Sept. 
- 29, 1886, Mrs. Olive Grinnell, aged about 
59 years. 


This brave woman who has just gone to 


her rest was mourned by the little band of | 


Liberals here with true sorrow. As mother, 
wife, and steadfast friend, her place will not 
easily be filled. Coming from the humble 
walks of life, she knew how to pity the out- 
cast and suffering. No waif, made homeless 
by circumstances, was turned away from her 
fireside, and no appeals for help from the des- 
titute were unregarded.  A.seeker after truth, 
to find it was to accept it. She questioned 
not of the future life. 
that concerned her, and to do her work well 
in this life was her only desire. 

Few women are so worthy of imitation as 
this fearless one just departed. With few 
advantages in early life, she worked her way, 
alone, out of the thraldom of the church, into 
the broad, clear light of the religion of hu- 
manity, allowing neither popularity, honors, 
nor friendship to interfere with her convic- 
tions of right and truth. And when called to 
solve the problem of a future existence, she 
approached the silent shore with firmness and 
resignation, murmuring not at the inévitable, 
for death, at the worst, was to her but a sweet, 
unbroken rest. And, so sustained, she died 


Like one who wraps the drapery of his couch 
About him, and lies down to pleasant dreams. 


With beautiful consistency, which makes 
her memory doubly dear to us, she requested 
that no orthodox services should be rendered 
at her funeral. 


ducted by Joshua Burrows, of Gibson, Pa. 
Oh, if the timid and weak in our ranks would 
only dare to follow the example of this 


courageous sister, and positivly forbid aat |: 


their funerals the orthodox mummery which, 
in life, they laughed at and heartily despised! 
Large numbers came from the surrounding 
country to look for the last time on the face 
of one who had so often served them in times 
of, sorrow. ‘*She was to me a mother,” 
came from many a trembling lip. But all 
was over at last, and we laid her tenderly to 
rest in her lonely, narrow bed. . 
A sadness deep is ours, and tears will start, 
That one we loved has fallen by the way. 


We ill could spare her, for so few stand forth, 
As she, for truth, and courage grand display. 


Scorned by the bigot, that in reason’s light 
She stood arrayed, from superstition free; 

Hoping beyond for neither bliss nor pain ; 
This life well spent, her immortality. 


As she drew near the mystic, silent sea, 
“ I am so weary; let me go,” she said. 
* Hang up my shield and buckler ; I hav done 
My work. I greet the unknown without dread.” 
And so we laid her quietly to rest : | 
Where wild flowers bloom; mid song of bird and 
bee, 
When autumn’s radiance down the hillside 
streamed, 
And all who stood there said, "Tis well with 


thee !” 
. . Mrs. D. L. Burrows. 
Gibson » Pa., Oct. 10, 1886. ` 


"This world was all |. :: 


So, in accordance with her | 
request, appropriate ceremonies were con-: 


"The American Institute e 


The fifty-fifth exhibition of the American 
Institute was opened Sept. 29th by an ad- 
dress from William Rutter, Esq., of the board 


oftrustees. Ample as the grounds of the In- 


stitute are, occupying the entire block from. 


Sixty-third to Sixty-fourth street, and from 


‘Second to Third avenues, they are inadequate 


to accommodate one-half the applications for 
space. Every accommodation is afforded by 
the trustees for refreshments inside the build- 
ing, so that parties spending the day in the 


building will not be.under the necessity of 
‘going out. 


Open. evenings until 10 p.m.; 
music afternoon and evening. Persons com- 
ing to New York and going away without 
visiting the Institute will miss one of the 
most useful and instructiv places of resort in 
the city. We trust the time is not far distant 
when prejudice shall yield to popular opinion 


and the fair be opened Sundays for the ben- | ! 


efit of the mechanics, the real authors of the 
industrial works, benefiting the Institute to 
detriment of the.rum-shops. 

Gro. M. DAVENPORT. 


Mottoes for Freethinkers. 

We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards, which we offer for sale. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the * God-bless-our- 
home" placards which disfigure the walls of so 
many houses.. They are printed on heavy card- 
board, 9 inches by 221-2. The motto is in black, 


with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gram of U. M. L. The following are the various 
readings : 


: THE LIVING HAY A RIGHT TO CONTROL : 
H . THE WORLD. 7 


H SUPERSTITION IS THE CHILD OF SLAVERY, 


esteso tutos ese Creer esa sese asse tecto rss 


: REASON IS A BETTER GUIDE THAN FEAR. : 


séeseccssaa cece osetatessshsuococe ee csastaces 


m PPM 


: sete : 
: UNIVERSAL MENTAL LIBERTY. : 
Pene cuilascseulnsthaseslaS sede stecewbescctissasveeslar : 
H THE TIME TO BE HAPPY IS NOW, : 
3. AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY I8 HERE.  : 
: : 

: 


TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. 


: NEVER TROUBLE TBOUBLE : 


: THE WORLD IS MY COUNTRY; : 
: TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION. : 


- The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents. 


For Freethought societies there is a large card 
22 x 15 inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading, containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Price, 30 
cents. Any of these will be sent postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Pl., New York City. 


Protectiva or Free Trade 


An Examination of the Tariff Question with 
Especial Regard to the Interests of Labor. 
. BY HENRY CEORCE. 


In this book the author designs to show that 
beneficial results would follow the abolition 
of all tariffs on importations. 

Octavo, 360pp.; price, $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


The Mirror-of Freethought ë 


BY ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
FREETHOUGHT AND RADICAL ADVOCATE 
(of England). 


SECOND EDITION. 


Charles -Watts’s Literary Guide says: “We are 
glad to record the appearance of a second edition 
of this admirable boo The various papers—ten 
in all—are some of the author's best work.” 

The Middleboro News says: “These essays are 
brimming with carèful thought and judicious re- 
searc] 

The Yorkshire Chronicle says : ** These essays are 
not unworthy the attention of the scientific 
student though writter for the uninitiated.” 

Price, 50 CENTS. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Bible Analyzed hup 


John R. Kelso; A.M. 
CONTENTS: 


-The Old Testament. —The New Testament.—The 
atong Bie eluge.—The Exodus.—The Mira- 
cles cf. the Bi e Errors of the Bible.—The 
ophecies. DS Devil or Satan of the Bible.—The 
Te and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 
the Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 


‘Savior. 
. Crown octavo, 888 pp. Splendidly executed Sent 
-by mail, me paid. i06, 


3888. 


. THE HUMBOLDT LIBRARY. 

Price 15 cents each number, unless otherwise marked, 

1. Light Science for Leisure Hours., A series of 

amiliar essays on astronomical and other. 
natural phenomena. By Richard A, Proc. 
tor, F.R.A.8. 

2. The Forms of Water in Clouds and “Rivers Ice 
and Glaciers. 19 illustrations. _ By John hn Tn. 
dall, F.R.S. 

8. Physics and Politics. -An application of the 

rinciples of Natural Science. to. Poli 
Socie ty. By Walter 
“The English Constitution.” 
4. Man’s Place in Nature.- 


trations. By Thomas H. Huxley; F.R.8. 


E Education, Intellectual, Moral, and Physical | 


By Herbert Spencer. 
6. Town Geology. With Appendix on Coral and 
Coral Reefs. By Charles Kingsley. : 


7. Conservation of Energy. With numerous Tus -` 


trations. By Balfour Stewart, LL.D. 
8. Study of Languages: | brought bai back to its. Trus 
principles. By C. Marce. 
9. The Data of Ethics. By Herbert- Spencer. 
10. Theory əf Sound in its Relation to Muüsic.* 
Numerous illustrations. 
: Blaserna. 
The Naturalist on | the River Amazon. A rèc- _ 
ord of 11 years’ travel. By Henry Walter 
"Bates, F.L.8. Not sold separately. . 


5 Mind and Body. he theories of their rela-^ E 


tions. By Aléxander Bain, L 
14. The Wonders of the Heavens. 

_ By Camille Flammarion. 
15. Longevity. 

middle age. 
16. Origin < of Species, 


32 illustrations. 


By John Gardner, M 


17. Progress: Its Law and Cause. With other dis- 


quisitions, By Herbert Spencer. 

18. Lessons in Electricity. 60 illustrations. Br’ 
John Tyndall, F.R.S 

19. Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. By 


-Richard A. Proctor. 
20. Romande of Astronomy. By R. Kalley Miller, 


$1. The Physical Basis of Life, with other essays, 
By Thomas H. Huxley, 8. 

22. Seeing and Thinking. By William Kingdon 
Clifford, F.R.S 

93. Scientific Sophisms, A review of current 
theories conce;ning Atoms, Apes, and Men, 
By Samuel Wainwright, D. 

24. Po ular f Scientific Lectures. Ilustrated. By 
Prof elmholtz. 

25. ud E Nations. By Prof. Geo. Rawlinson, 
Oxford University. 

26, The Evolutionist at Large By Grant Allen. 

27. History of Landholding n England. By. 
Joseph Fisher, F.R.H. 

?8. Fashion in Deformity, as illustrated in the: 
customs of Barbarous aud Civilized Races. 
Numerous illustrations. By William Henry 
Flower, F.B.S. RUE 

29, Facts and Fictions of Zoology. Numerous 
illustrations. By Andrew Wilson, Ph. D. 

3. } Study of Words. By Richard Ohenevix 

31. Trench. 

3. Hereditary Traits and other Essays. By Rich- 
ar roctor. 

38. Vignettes from Nature. By Grant Allen. 

34, Philosophy of Style. si Herbert Spencer. 

35. Oriental Religions. By 

niv. Glasgow, and Others. 

36. Lectures en Evolution, Tllustrated. "By Prof.. 
T. H. Huxley. 

37. Six x Legtures on Light. Illustrated. By John 


Sd Gsologioal S Sketchés. By Archibald Geikie, 
A The Evidence of 2D aug Evolution. -By Geo. 


The means of prolonging life after : 


, 


o. tica]. = 
Bagehot, Author o 


With numerous illus ` 


By By Prof. Pietro i 


By Thomas H. Huxley, | 


John Caird; Pres.. . 


. Romanes, F. NE 
4i. Current Discussions in Science. By. W. M. . 
Williams, F EE 
49. History of the Science of Politics. By Freder- 
ick Pollock, 


43, ‘Darwin and Humboldt. By: Professor Huxley, . 
Professor Agassiz, and others, 
££ Dawe of History. By C. F. Keary, of the 
45, 


British Museum. $a 
19. Diseases of Memory. ET Th. Ribot: Tran- 
slated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. 


17. Childhood of Religions. By Edward Clodd, 
20 BRAS. 


48. Lifein Nature, Illustrated. By Jas. Hinton. 


49. The Sun: its Constitution; its Phenomena; 
its Condition. By Judge Nathan T. Carr, 
Columbus, Ind. » 

en Money and the Mechanism of Exchange. By, 
Prof. W. Stanley Jevons, F.R.S. 

P1 Diseases of the Will By Th. Ribot. Trans 
lated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. 

53. Animal Automatism, and other Essays. By 
Prof. T. H. Huxley, 


54, Bir rth and í Growth of Myth. "By Edward Clodd. 

55. Scientific Basis of Morals, and other Essays. 
By William Kingdon. Clifford, T. R.S. 

57 os} Illusions. By James Sully. 


The Origin of Species. By Charles Darwin, 
59.f Two double numbers, 30 cents each. - 


80. Childhood of the World, By Edward Clodd. 
61. Miscellaneous Essays. By Richard A. Proctor. 


62. Religions of the Ancient World. By Prof. Geo. 
Rawlinson, University of Oxford.. Double 
number, 30 cents. 

88. PEED. T Morality. By Thomas Fowler, 

ze 5 D. predidens of Corpus Christi College; 

xforc ; 

64. Distribution of Animals and Plants. By A 
Russel Wallace and W. T. Thiselton Dyer: 

65. Conditions of Mental Development; and other 
Essays. By Wm. Kingdon Clifford 

66. Technical Education ; and other Essays. By 
Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. 

67. The Black Death. An Account of the Great 
Pestilence of the Fourteenth Centur»- 

. Hecker. 
68. peg number, 10 cents.) Three Essay. 
| erbert Spencer.” 4 
69. (Double Number, deere): Fetichism : A Cor 


. tribution to Anthropology and_the "History 
` of Religion. By Fritz Schultze Ph.D. Trans- 
lated rom the German by J. Fitzgeral4 


70. Essays Speculativ and Practical. By Herber 


pencer. 
71. Anthropology. By Daniel Wilson 


With Appendix on Archeology. og, È. 3; 
Tylor, F 
72. ‘The Dancing Mania or the Middle Ages. 
J. F. C. Hecker, 
73. Evolution i in History, Lan age, and Science. 
Four Addresses "y Language rig the London 
Orystal Palace School of ke, Science, and 
rature. 


74. The Descent of Man; and selection in relation 
to Sex. By Charles Darwin. In & party 
15 cents each. 


A&Gd- ss THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
83 Clicton Place, New V 4k, 
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~The 
EN erin 
ity,” and * 


comprising, “The 


leretics and Heresies,” 


mor The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, 1.25, 


h ti n «T: y. us 
. Woman, and hild,» & The Deru em 


ois,” 


Oonitents: “t The 


dependence,” * About rmin, 
“The Grant Banquet n Tap Jd 
the Past H 


in Ilin: 


ises before Me Like 


Bs, Dream,” and “ A Tribute to Ebon O. In, 
i ] . Ingersoll. 
.. . Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 


cloth, $1.25, 


—. Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 


` plain cloth, $1.25, 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 


By R. Q. 
8. Black, ia Prof, 


.. Dery 25 cents, " 
The Christian Religion. 


. - Ingersoll, Judge Jeremia 
George F. er. 


Orthodoxy. 56 


10 cents, 


Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


co 
is mak 
Liberals should 


scatter it generously, 


., Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to | 

P 

e San Franciscan. 8 ests dj 
35 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3, 


& Number of Vi ‘Onn 
the cat Dor d del Questions 
Cents per dozen; 


` 


illions of these should be circulated: 


the attacks of the New Y. 
ert-G. Ingersoll, Price, ark oes 


; Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 


arge size octavo, paper, 15 cents, - 


Ingersoll’s Lectures Com 


und in one volume, 


r Mr. Ingersoll’s w 
all his lectures, EX 
dozy,» bound in one beau 
'CAlf, library style, and 
. `. Pages, which is sold 
Price of $5. Sent b 


Tributes. There hay been 


mina 
ble for framing 
. to any address, 


Prose Poems 


for 50cts, or either o 


ebrate 


fore published, and all th “tri 
"EE. d; and e famous “tributes ” 
eretafore printed a various shapes, but never 


table-talks, and zi 
the author, The work ist designed 


spe : fine steel portrait, with antograph 


rice, in silk cloth, b 

and side, $2.50; in Walt oni T fled’ 
rari e; 
highest possible style and finish, $9. A 


The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, an 
: Ingersoll. é 
: I 1.50 " admir 

: . apostles o Valleious Libor) aidmirer of these 
Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 


Superb photographs, 22x28, $5; "panel, 103x17. 
$3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents; card, 20 cts, 


_ Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


mo- 
tree 


—Praetieal Experience with Poultry. 
By Gro. M. DAVENPORT. This isa little book— 

a-pamphlet of 82 well-filled pages, costing only 

‘a quarter,” but as full of meat as an egg. It is 


well called “ practical,” for we find nothing un- 


practical init. “Hens, ducks, geese, and turkeys. 
are particularly discussed and their economical 
breeding and Keeping treatedof. There are many. 
- practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 
- scale, and, all in all, itis & very useful addition to 

tbe poultry literature of the day. 

^ TRUTH SEEKER Office, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 


ligious and. Political Liberty. Tells the story i 
o. A 


of the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lea 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. Choice extracts from * Common Sense,” 
* American Orisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason " are given ; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. 
cloth, 75 cents. 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 
` SUBJECTS: 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Oloth, $8.25—in nglish or German 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. - 


SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey, 
By Dr, E. B, Foote. 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2. 


‘SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
950 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth 
volume of “Science in Story.") 50 cents. 


HAND-BOOK of Health Hints aoe Ready Re- 
olpes, valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages. 
. By Dr. Foote. 25 cents, a“ 
‘SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam- 
phlets). : By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, adyocating personal and pubie hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; “Health in the Sun- 
beam,” considering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and well. y mail, 10 cents each. 
‘HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). “‘ The Law 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages cloth 
bound, $2; “Heredity,” by Lorin oody, 159 
-pages cloth, 75 cents; The Law of Heredit 3? by 
. H. Marsh, 10 cents; ‘The Alphabet o: 
Human Temperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
"E. B. Foote, 10 cents; * Generation. before Regen- 
eration," by Dr. E. È. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; * Re. 
ports of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
1882,” 10 cents ; “Third Annual Convention of the 
Institute of Heredity,May 29, 1883," 10 cents, 
ys ~~" Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Gods. Paper, 50 cts ; ‘cloth, $1. 


i 


omas Paine,” ** Individua, 


ev. Alexander 
a 
n 


l2mo, paper 
$1.00 per doz. post paid, Pri in 
rae, clear type, and containing d as 
vered in two ordinary. lectures, 

grand missionary. document, 


Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
Observer, by Bob- | : 


PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY 


Cabinet size; true 44: 


Price, paper; 50 cents; | 


Five volumes, at $1 each, or $5 |: 


the | 


C kW gd ow o. 


— o 4. 


l BY LEWIS G. JANES. 

This book treats of the natural evolution of the 
Ohristian religion, its historical antecedents in 
Palestinian Judaism and Roman Paganism ; in- 


yestigates the history of the founder of Christian- 


ity in the light of the latest scientific criticism of 
the New Testament; shows that the true story of 
the Man Jesus, and his genuin teachings are 
separable from the later legendary accretions 
which hav confounded him with the mythical 
Christ, and traces the natural development of 
Christian dogma and ecclesiastical institutions. 
Complete references and full index. 820pp. 8vo, 
cloth; gilt top. Price $1.50, 
Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER Office. 


A SKETCH OF THE LIFE 


APOLONIUS OF TYANA, 


OR THE 
: First Ten Decades of Our Era. 


BY 
. DANIEL M. TREDWELL. 
: Designed to show upon the authority of Histo 
-that Apollonius of Tyana performed miracles an 


Spoke wise sayings equal to those attributed to 
Jesus Christ, 350pp., octavo, best style. Price $2.50. 


Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER office. 
MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


OR, € 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 


BY 
H.J. SEIGNEURET, 
Secularist. 

Price, - -= - - 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. . 
SACRED MYSTERIES 


AMONG THE 


Mayas and the Quiches 11,500 


Years Ago. 
ORIGIN OF THE BIBLIOAL MYTH 


By AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON. 


Illustrated. - - E Price, $2.50, 
For Sale at this office. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


MEN or Business Wao Dip SowETHING BESIDES 
NG MONEY. 
A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 


BY JAMES PARTON. 


This book contains 400 pages, plainiy printed: 
treating of forty-six character in history who hav 
helped the world; together with eight portraits. 
Mr. Parton’s works need no commendation. They 
are standard. : 

- $1.95. 


P rice, Li a - - 
RUTH SEEKER. 
38 Clinton Place, New York. 


Address THE T 


FRIENDSHIP LIBERAL LEAGUE No. 257 


Smeets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
‘Wood sts.; at 2:30 and 7:30 P.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
‘Able speakers interest the audience, N.B.—Truth 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 


(Beeker publications always on hand at cheap rates.” 


i 
| 
i 
i 


` BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


:Proof that Wm. Shakspere, could not write, a 


"The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Hari 
{of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By NM, HENRY 
: BURR. Price,925 cents. For sale at this office. 


[s 
| 


re a TED PE n +- 


j. tmo 


:A superb, extra heavy, embossed case wate 


watches, $60; $65 watches, $50; solid gol 
‘necklaces, bracelets, and jewelry, 25, per cent dis- 
count. 


SPECIAL SALE! 


Desiring to unload an accumulation of debts, I 


willoffer until further notice all my elegant stock 
of fine goods at 


WHOLESALE COST. 


An elegant pair of diamond ear-drops $200, worth . 
$300; another pair, $125, worth 
$65 worth 
Sty. 


$200; another pair, 
1 $100; an elegant brooch, arabesque 
e,17 diamonds, $140, worth $225; another, line 
of beauty, 11 diamonds, $220; worth $325; another, 
8 stones, $125, worth $200: same, $80, worth $1,25 
Rings and studs same reductions, d 
mond goods 25 per cent below lowest market rice, 
Be 
with largo diamond, $135, worth $200; lady's watch 
to match, $90. worth $125; $100 watches, $5; m 
chains, ~ 


Sent OC. O. D., subject to inspection, or 
cash refunded if not satisfactory. x 
: . BUY NOW AND S 


NEY. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, I. 


DR, R. P. F ELLOWS 


a —— Q9-———09———0 * 


is a regularly educat- 
ed and legally quali- 
fied physician, and 
the most successful 
as his practice will 
rove, e has for 
wenty years treated 
exclusivly all diseases 
of the Sexual Organs. 
in the cures of which 
he stands preeminent 
SPERMATORRHOSA 
anda] MP O TEN OY 
ag result of self- 
abuse in youth and 
sexual excesses in ma- 
turer years, causing 
night emissions by 
dreams, loss of sexual 
power rende 


$ marriage improper and unhappy, etC., are cure 


cation in sixty 


i tly b; tside_a 
| Rer NO STOMACH MEDICIN USED, _ Tt is one- 
E Dr. Fellows’ valuable discoveries, which ig en- 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS. 


The Heathens of the Heath. A finely 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonn 


author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 
st, efc. 600 pages. rice reduced. - Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 
Family Creeds. By William MeDon- |. 


nell, author of “Exeter Hall.” Price, cloth. 

$1.95; paper, 75 cents, . 
Exeter Hall. “One of the most excit- 

ing romances of the day.^ Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


-A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald, 404 pages. $1.25. 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story, From the London edition, By 
‘Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 
80 cents. 

By 


All in a Lifetime. A Romance. 
Miss Susan H, Wixon. “The great charm of 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 


mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was soarcely prepared to ex- 
ct to find, in such a marked degreg, even 


rom 80 gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethoughtranks." Price, 


$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


(Moth, $1.25. - For Sale at this Office. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. - 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
Youth. Susan H. Wixon, Without Super- 
stition. The Only Illustrated Freethinkers' 
Children’s Story-Book eyer issued. 66full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large t e, heavy 
toned paper, broad margins, uminate 
covers; 4to, 224 pp., bds., $1.25. 


Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 
the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 
e Young Folks. By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. 8 very excel- 
lent work for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued at a reduced price of 
$1.95, free of postage. This new edition has a 
pho aph of the author which adds very 

much to the value of the volume. 
By 


Tre Youth’s Liberal Guide. 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M. Price; $1.00.. This 
volume aims atthe education of youth in the 
princi les of Freethought, at the same time 

at ib inculcates moral duties and human 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason and 
common sense. ddress THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 


vestigation. Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions. 
with numerous references and citations, that 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
of other propositions in the same book. Price 


35 cents. 


tirely unknown to the medical profession. It is - ` 


not a catch-penny get up, such as a pad, belt; pas- 
tile, nor magnetic appliance, but simply a medi- 
cin to be acolied externally.on the parts affected, 
which cures by absorption. Send five 2-cent stampe 
¿for his * Private Counselor,” giving, full informa- 
ition, Address Dr. R. P. Fellows, Vineland, N. J. 
jand say where you saw this advertisment, 


Í N. B.—Dr, Fellows begs leave to say that he ir 
an Infidel of the most pronounced character. Bro. 
Liberals, your patronage 18 solicited. 


GT MODE), 


SHOPPELL'S 
MODERN 


E a 


"SHOPPEL'S MODERN HOUSES” No. 8. 
(Just Published, July 1, 1880) CONTAINS: 

A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 

f of painting. . 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces, for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
for putting them together. 

While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. It is, in fact, a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, so exact that it is useful to 

uilders. : 

65 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 

$500 to $15,000) 

2 New Designs for Barns. 

1 New Design for a Chapel. s 

Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 

(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 

An Article on Villa Park Associations. 

SENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE; $1. 
Address 


THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN ASSO'N, 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York, 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it, 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents; 
twenty-five copies for $1;.0ne hundred copies for 
$3. We wish that the friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


THE MODERN BALAAM. 


Showing the Balaam of modern times to be the 
priests. [tisa splendid pictorial argument. Price 
per dozen, 30 cents; per hundred, $1.50. 


CHRISTIANITY 


A REWARD FOR CRIME. 
Substantiated by the Bible. 


BY 
O. B. WHITFORD, M. D. 
Price 10 Cents, | Per Dozen, $1.09, 


THE TRUTH SEEKE 
ans 3 Clinton Place, New York. 


a eae eee SEL eS Rita i EN 
The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
n: ore Convention, January 29, 1884. Price‘ 
cents, 


Smaller dia- - 


died Oct. 3d, aged 68. . 


E Luvox Parsons, wife of Albert. Parsons, thè | 
. condemned Anarchist, lectured in New-York 
last Sunday. She had an audience estimated: 


at: 1,000. : : 


Cuartuston, S.C., had another Sharp shock 


> of earthquake on ‘the 15th. Doors and 


dows rattled and some plastering: fell, but no 


. serious damage was done. : 


"THE strike among: the employees.” "0j 

" Armour, the Chicago pork: packer, ended. 
B Monday i in a failure, the men going ba 
. work at the ten hour. day; 


- Island, New York’ harbor, Oct. 28th. 


BURNEAM Wie: the prison: réformer; Jei 


HENRY, , GEORGE: lectured last "Bunday on [- 


EL . Moses." 


sU, Moses wag an able political economist. 


. 985 ft.; beam, 89 ft.; depth, 21 ft; 
-ment; i 800 tons. 


- TukovaR the rascality of John B. Mainix, i 


-.the defaulting assignee of the defaulting 
"Archbishop Purcell, "ex-Gov. George Hoadly, 
“of Ohio, a Freethinker, will lose $54,000 as 
one of Mannix’spondsmen. 


“Tux Rev. B. F. Bowen, preacher, feti per: 
ance exhorter, and former riglit-hand man of 
; Francis, Murphy, was sent to the workhouse 
sont at, Cleveland; ‘O., last week; for r ‘drurikenness d 


‘and disordeily conduct. 


Az the Episcopal church convention. at | 


Chicago last week the’ proposition to change 

.:the name, of that church to the American 

; Catholic church. was seriously discussed. 
i After’ a hard fight it was defeated. 


Tux ‘proprietors, of the New York Sun lay: 
just. paid, & bill of $500 against the Grant 
T family for üiidertaker's services in embalming 
-thè body of. General. Grant. The ‘general's. 
family repudiated the debt before it was paid;: 
, but now offer to reimburse the Sun. 


D 


Tar’ Brooklyn Presbytery, having ‘found : n 


the Rev: Mr. Staunton. guilty of ministerial 
] conduct toward: a wonian not his wife, has 
. OW forgiven him. He will not be expelled 
` from the ministry, nor even temporarily sus- 
_ pended; ‘and.erideavors will be made to induce 
Mrs. ‘Staunton to take him back.. 


4. Tar Knights. of Labor are in. convention at 
Richmond; Va. Last Sunday many.of them 
took advantage of the. occasion to listen to 
‘the Rev. John Jasper, D. D., the distinguished 
colored. divine, who holds, with the scripture, 
that “the sun do move." General Master 
‘Workman -Powderly attended St. J oseph’s 
Catholic church. 


` "Tux town of Sabine Pass, Tex., was nearly 
washed away by a tremendous storm on the 
18th: The town is near the mouth of the 
Sabine river, and was overwhelmed with 

. great waves that drowned .people by ihe 
.Scores. It is thought that the death roll will 
reach two hundred. Great suffering prevails, 
and relief is asked for. ; 


Janitor 'Trrus, of the Methodist Institute 
at Hackettstown, N. J., has been found guilty | 
of murdering and outraging Tillie Smith, the 

, .Kitchen-maid. There is doubt about the 
justice of the verdict, and it is probable that 
Titus will hav a new trial. He is said to be 
a very religious man, and spends his time ín 
jail poring over the Bible. : 


Tur political situation in New York is in- |. 


teresting. The Labor party hav nominated 
Henry George for mayor; Tammany Hall 
and the County Democracy hav united on 
Abram Hewitt as a candidate for that office, 
and the Republicans hav put Theodore 
Roosevelt in the field. All the candidates hav 
free trade tendencies. The Irving Hall De- 
^  mocracy will support Henry George. The 
campaign is a lively one. 


; Tux charge against Monsignor Capel, the 

eminent Catholic priest and lecturer, is that 

he. is living with another man's wife on a 

-. . Yanche in California. He claims that his re- 

-` lations with the woman are merely those of 

tutor to her son, whose education he has 

‘taken. in charge. The woman is a wealthy 

Catholic who has quarreled with her hus- 

' band, arid. the general belief is that Capel i is 

after her mioney for either himself. or the 
church. 


He held that the Mosaic law was |. 
>the most “beneficent of statutes, and -that.| 


Ww. K. VANDERBILT has just launched: at |> 

. Wilmington, Del., a half-million dollaristeam | 
1 E rv yacht. Her dimensions are: Length; |- 
e. B 


: guis ‘and : finds: s 


ele oe 


Moran: "And do you think the mr Lord wil 
look out for my son, who is on ‘the vasty deep?" 
Parson: “Pardon me, Mrs. Harper, 5 neyer talk 
shop outside of the church.” 2 


Taux callita romantic’ marriage in Minnesota 


- | when a couple of the neighbors get the: bride's 


father into e back room and sit on him to prevent 
his interrupting and breaking up the wedding. 


* AURELIA, darling." “Yes, Arthür.": “You 


know we are soon to be married.” ‘ Yes.” “And. 


we should learn to be economical in small things.” 
“Yes.” * Hadn't you better turn down the gas?” 


A FREE fight occurred in the vestry of one of our 
churches the other night. A copy of Burton's 
edition of the “Arabian Nights” got into the Bun- 
day-school library, and each of the four deacons 
wanted to take it home first. 


No St. Paul relics for him: “Hav you heard of 
that interesting case down East of a woman who 


was cured of paralysis by the miraculous power of 


&relic of St. Paul?" “Yes, I hav; but I'm from 
Minneapolis, and I wouldn't touch & relio of St. 
Paul with. a ten-foot pole." - ; 


Hz was riding in the suburbs with his best girl, 
and they passed a stable in, the door of which 
stood a couple of calves. “ ‘dee; " gaid tlie young 
lady, **those two cute little cowlets."' “Those are 
not cowlets, Aramixta; they are bullets.” And 
the procession moved rapidly away. 


A PHILADELPHIA religious weekly informs its 
readers that Noah's wife was turned into a pillar 
of salt. If its readers are not aware of the fact 
that Methuselah was thrown into the lion’s den, 
and Adam was swallowed by the whale, it should 
lose no time in imparting the information. 


‘Waar pretty children you hav,” said the new 
minister to the proud mother of three little ones. 
“Ah, my little dear," said he, as he took a girl of 


five up into his lap, "are you the oldest of the |: 


family?" “No, ma’am,” responded the little miss, 
with the usual accuracy of childhood, “my pa's 
older’n me.” 


A" WESTERN editor; in referring to an esteemed |: 


contemporary, says: “His slanderous soul is 
imbued with the electric fire of hell; his black 


. heart emits sulphurous fumes, till his whole nature 


is absorbed in one homogeneous mass of hellish- 
ness.” 'There's brilliant‘and varied talent for you, 
showing that ‘the -true journalist is born, ‘not 
made. A man might attend the Yale College 
school of journalism two hundred and fifty years 
and not learn to write that way! 


«Yes, the Lord has sorter seemed to smile on 


me this year,” said the deacon as he stuck the- 


corn-cutter into the fence. “A big apple crop— 
heaps of ’taters—fine yield of wheat and oats—big 
hay crop, and corn A No. i. Yes, I feel as if I had 
been blessed." Just then the deacon’s boy camé 
from the house and whispered something in the 
old man’s ear. “Twò dollars fora pair of shoes !” 
shouted the deacon as he raised his head. 


“Vou |- 


pas ia 


] tell your: — ‘she can’t hay no p iró-dóllar shoes. 


WélEbe lucky if we git through the coming winter 
without having to au the hosses tò buy meat and 
flour.”. - 


“Youn bé glad to hear, John “said a farmer to 
his shepherd one day, “that the University of St. 
Andrew's has made Our minister a doctor.” * Iam 
naeways surprised at that;" said the shepherd. 
** Mair than twenty years syne he cured my wife o 
colic. Ithink he should hae been made: a doctor 
long syne.” 


| DEDICATED TO MR. VAN ORDEN, 
Not entered according to act of Congress. 
Trath’s day has dawned, yet the darkness __ 
; Broods over Boonton like night, 
And the power of using their reason 
From the people has taken its flight. 


I see the light of a badge-pin 
Gleaming o’er Jersey’s dark vales, 

And Reynolds the tales of the Bible 
For the people tries to unveil, 


But a feeling of venomous fury, x 
: Strangely akin to the form, 

But resembling madness only 

As the blizzard resembles the storm, 


, Comes as he reads them a story, 
A simple and innocent lie, ` 
‘Such as soothes the restless feelings 
Ofa child in the nursery. 


Not from the grand master liar, 
Munchaüsen, so absurdly sublime, 

But foolish, unbelievable nonsense, : 
Was the story he read.them that time. ` 


They’d believed the tale since their childhood, 
Of Adam, and what that nap cost, 

And of all the genius for mischief 
Contained in the rib that he lost. 


‘Like a new tale the old one he told them, 

: And some fun of it tried to suggest ; 

But they called him a-wicked blasphemer, 
And howled for his speedy arrest, 


‘Kindly he told them how foolish 

. ‘Twas believing those tales without doubt, 

And as showers from clouds of summer, 
The brickbats flew wildly about. 


They bore him away through the long street, 
: Feeling not quite at his ease, 
For the air. was full of strange noises, 

To Toothache, the Justice of Peace. 


They repeated the tale as he told it, 
Which unquestioning they must receive, 

And it struck them just like conviction, 
*Twas terribly hard to believe. 


For stirring up thought in the people 
Old Toothache a fine did collect, 

And loaned to the justice of Jersey . 
What he had of a small intellect. 


‘A Catholic ruction was raging, 

: The Methodists kneeling to pray ; 

Then they pulled down the tent like Arabs 
And swore that he should not stay. 


Lawsen, Col. ` R. C. BREWSTER. 


| 


| umbrella, . 
i deification of Jesus is the grand historic testimony - 
j to the manner of man’s thoughts toward God.- _ 

i Jo ohn, W. Chadwick. po 


nd aithfully performs what: he agrees.— 


ground, Mrs. Carlyle could not stir beyond the 
garden, or even beyond her door. She had no 
great thoughts, as Carlyle had, to occupy her with 
ihe administration of thé universe. He had de- 
ranged the faith in which she had been brought 
up; but*he-had not inoculated her with his own: 


She fought against it, like a : 
Carlyle’s own views of 


fell upon her spirits. 
| brave woman as she was. 


of reasoning . gery ‘him as an affair. ot^ 
He saw the incongruity of this toy-house 
éneral make of things. I hav 


4 often indere how any man with a particle of. 


him could look up át the: stars and still. 


é s) broli, at once ridiculous. It is as-true of: 
a religion: ias of a turnip; as true of Jesus as of an 
-*The soul knows no persons.” The 


: A FRIEND Called on Michael Angelo, + who'was fin- 
: ishinga statue; some time after he called again; 


i | the culptor was still at his work. His friend, 


g.at.the figure, exclaimed, “You hav been 


i idle. since I saw you last!" “By no means,” re- 


| plied the ‘sculptor, ** T hav retouched this part and - 


| polished that; I hav softened this feature and 


brought: out this muscle; I hav given more expres- 
sion ‘to this” lip and‘ more energy. to this limb.” 
‘Well; well,” said his. friend, “but all these are 
trifles.”.‘*It may. be, s0,” replied Angelo; “but 
; recollect: that trifles make pérfection, and that 


i perfection i is no trifle.»—Colton’s. Lacon, 


; "Tam Jewish prophet was an ‘extrabrdinary being: 
He was something more and something less than 
aman, ‘H 
beast. 


york, He often retired to the mountains: 
' where he. might be seen skipping from rock to. 
; rock like: -goat;or he wandered in the desert | 
| with a.léather girdle round his loins, eating roots ^ 
i and wild honey ; sometimes browsing on grass and . 
flowers, He always adapted his actions to the 


; idea he wished to convey. He not only taught in 


: parables, but- performed them. For instance,’ 


Dalah malog naked through the streets [there n 


; ‘dicts ix indhose primitiv times.to instruct the people 


“Obscene ‘to,ishow that the Lord would 
trip Ji erüsalera and make her bare. Ezekiel cut . 
WT his hair and beard and weighed it in the scales; 

third part-he burnt with fire; a third part he 
strewed about witha knife; anda third part he scat. 
tered:to the wind: "This was also intended to illus- 
trate the calamities which would befall the Jews. 
Moreover, he wore a rotten girdle as a sign that 
their city.would decay, and buttered hig bread—in 
a manner we would rather not deacribe—as a sign 
that they-would eat defiled bread among the gen- 
tiles." Jeremiah wore a wooden yoke (and there 
was nothing indecent in this] as a sign that they 
would be taken into captivity, Asa sign that the 


Jews were guilty of wantonness in worshiping | 


idols, Hosea cohabited three years with a—woman 
of the town; and, lastly, as a sign that they com- 
mitted adultery in turning from the Lord their 
God, he went and lived with another man’s wife.— 
Reade's Martyrdom of Man. 


Iv is not what the future givs to us, but what we 
giv to the future, that constitutes the glory of our 
Work.—Samuel P. Putnam. 


LITERATURE is the greatest of all sources of re- 
fined pleasure, and one of the grandest, uses of a 
liberal education is to enable us to enjoy that 
pleasure. There is scope enough for the purposes 
of liberal education in the study of the rich 
‘treasures of our own language alone. All thatis. 
needed is direction and the cultivation of a refined 
taste by attention to sound criticism, But there 


is no reason why French and German should not 


be mastered sufficiently to read what is worth 
reading in those languages with pleasure and with 


profit.—Huxley's Lay Sermons. 


Tux idea once conceived and verified that great 


-| and noble ends are to be achieved, by. which the 


condition of the whole human species shall be pér- 
manently bettered, by bringing into exercise a 
sufficient quantity of sober thought, and by a 
Proper adaptation of means, is of itself sufficient 
to set us earnestly on reflecting what ends are 
truly great and noble, either in themselvs or as 
conduciv to others of a still loftier character; be- 
cause we are not now, as heretofore, hopeless of . 
attaining them. : It is not now equally harmless 
and insignificant whether we are right or wrong, 
since we are no longer supinely carried down the 
stream of events, but feel ourselvs capable of buf- 
feting, at least, with its waves and perhaps of rid- 
ing triumphantly over them; for why.should we 
despair that the reason which has enabled us to 
subdue all nature to our ‘purposes should.(if pér- 
mitted and assisted by the providence of God) 
achieve a far more difficult conquest; and ulti- 
mately find some means of enabling the collectiv 
wisdom of mankind to bear down those obstacles 
which individual short-sightedness, selfishness, 


| BLESSED be the. ‘memory, of the man who hone ? 


i Wo: "gnlüiy waeke! when’ the snow was on ‘the ' 


and a‘dull gloom, sinking at last almost to apathy, _ 


le spoke like an angel; he acted likea - 
8 goon as. he received his: mission he © 


and passion oppose to all improvements, and by  : 


which the highest hopes are continually blighted, 
and the fairest prospects marred.—Sir John 
Herschel. 


Iris an insuffèrable pride for any man to pre- 
tend or concert himself to differ so much from 


-his brethren that he may be allowed to liv in 
sloth and: ease, while the rest of mankind are sub-` 
„ject to continual toil and trouble.—Dr. Isaac. Bar- 


row, 
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Botes and Clippings. 


SoME resolutions passed upon the death of 
a downeast Knight of Labor incidentally re- 
fer to the deity as G. M. W. of the universe. 


A New Yorx clergyman, in a recent ser- 
mon, exhorted his congregation to ‘‘ vote as 
you pray,” and later on he advised them to 
“ pray often.” 


- TBE Methodists charge that the scheme for 
Christian unity just now causing so much dis- 
cussion is an attempt of the Episcopalians 
** to absorb the rest of Christendom.” 


Tux South Carolina synod, in session at 
Cheraw, has requested Professor Woodrow, 
who is-accused of teaching the doctrin of evo- 
lution, to resign his chair in the theological 
seminary. 


Tue latest and perhaps the most appropri- 
ate use of the chestnut bell was made by Dr. 
‘Bellamy, a prominent physician of Milledge- 
ville, Ga., who carried his little gong to 
church and rung it when. the minister struck 
into the Lord’s prayer. 


Tue state synod of the Presbyterian church, 
in session at Pittsburgh, Pa., hav passed a 
resolution condemning the ‘‘ Andover” doc- 
trin of a second probation. It may therefvre 
be considered as settled that heathen and un- 
believers who are dead are damned. 


“RECENTLY a New York girl of 15, who had 
taken lessons in **First Aid to the Injured,” 
was in Fallsburgh, N. Y., when a boy was 
thrown from a wagon and his leg.broken. 
She at once put her knowledge into use, set 
the leg, and he is recovering fast. Suppos- 


ing this girl had been to none but a Sunday- 
school and had gone down upon her knees 
and prayed ? l 


IMMEDIATELY after delivering his sermon, 


on Sunday, the 17th inst., the Rev. Dr. Rod- 
man H. Robinson, rector of the M. E. church 
at Fort Plain, N. Y., had a stroke of paralysis 
and died Wednesday evening following. It is 
not supposed to be a case of swift retribu- 
tion. : 


SxvzRAL Catholic priests hav been speaking 
at Henry George meetings, and urging his elec- 
tion as mayor.’ At the same time they deny 
that they hav indorsed him. It is suspected 
that they wish to so hedge that they can 
claim him if elected, and repudiate him if 
defeated. ' 


A xovNe hippopotamus worth $2,000 was 
imported last week and placed on exhibition 
in Central Park. The dtity on the animal 
was $400. Home manufactures must be 
protected, or the hippopotamus-makers of 
of thig country will be reduced to the starva- 
tion wages of Europe! 


Farner Kavanaau, a prominent Catholic 
priest at Kildare, Ireland, was recently killed 
by the fall of the statue of a saint. He was 
conducting services at the time. 
statues in Catholic churches being practically 
graven images, this is an appropriate place to 
repeat the remark that Satan still some 
mischief finds for idol hands to do. 


Our friends of the American Board of 
Foreign Missions hav settled about the status 
of the heathen's ancestors. They hav gone 
to torment. e board is sorry, no doubt, 
but facts are facts, and it is mistaken kind- 
ness to try to change them. Let the heathen 


'These | 


comfort themselvs. Their forefathers will 
hav plenty of good company.— Life. 


Somrpopy played a great joke on the Uni- 
versalist general convention at Akron, O. 
Printed cards were sent to about three hun- 
dred of the delegates, inviting them to take & 
5 o'clock dinner at the house of Dr. Cone, 
president of the Buchtel College. At the ap- 
pointed hour the divines appeared in force, 
much to the dismay of the doctor and his 
wife. An investigation was started by the 
president to discover the-perpetrator. 


Tue editor of the Winsted Press thus ex- 
presses himself on the Prohibition question: 
* *Tf a man has a right to drink what he 
pleases he has a right to drink as much as he 
pleases, that is, to get drunk. So says the 
Prohibition organ, the Voice. Is it then a 
question if a man has aright to drink what 
he pléases? We think not. We will drink 
what we please. We will even drink that 
which we detest if it be necessary to maintain 
our right to drink what we please. Who are 
these little self-appointed gods who assume 
the right to dictate to us what we shall drink 
and what we shall not drink ?" 


Tur Weekly Argus, published at Petaluma, 
Cal, contains this item of news: ‘ Philip 
Cowen, one of our old and reliable business 
men, a cool-headed thinker and a good 
writer on political economy, has been nom- 
inated by the labor unions for Congress from. 
the first. district. In this instance the old 


saying that ‘a prophet is not without honor 


save in his own country,’ does not hold good, 
for Mr. Cowen is honored for his spotless 
character and upright career among us for 
a quarter of a century." Besides being a 


Labor Reformer, Mr. Cowen is a Freethinker, 
&nd has his mind invigorated from week to 
week by a perusal of Tux TRUTH SEEKER. 


** Wyar queer notions children do get into 
their heads,” said a surburbanite. ‘‘ This 
morning my little five-year-old girl attended 
Sunday-school for the first time, and she came 
home full of the idea that she must take some 
pennies with her next Sunday. ‘No more 
pennies for candy,papa,’ she exclaimed ; ‘ they 
must all be saved for the Sunday-school.’ 
‘And what do they do with the pennies at 
Sunday-school?’. ‘Oh, they send them up 
to God. ‘And what does God do with 
them? ‘Qh,’ she said, after a moment’s 
hesitation, ‘he throws them down again to 
see the little children scramble for them. 
That's the way he has fun.’ ”— Chicago Herald. 


ELISHA GEDNEY, a wealthy farmer and an 
enthusiastic Second Adventist, at Middlebury, 
Conn., according to a correspondent of the 
New York Herald, is setting the town agog 
by the erection of a wooden god for worship. 
The image has been carefully carved, is about 
four feet high, and built after the general plan 
of & mummy. The neighbors noticed him 
at work for some months on the strange look- 
ing figure, and supposed he must be building 
a scarecrow which was to last for ages. The 
old man is sane on every other subject, and 
says he first conceived the idea of this graven 
image while reading the account of Daniel in 
the lion’s den. He insists that the image is 
Daniel. The world, he says, will end with 
the first indication of the image’s decay, 
which will begin at the toes. Gedney be 
lieves strongly in faith cures and in the near 
approach of the world’s end. 


N 


690 


. TILE TRUTIL SEEKER, OCTOBER 30,.1586. . 


| Cammunications, - 


The Church and its Influence. 


The dupes of a revealed religion can never pro- 
‘gress; they are always fettered by the ignorance of 
the past, and proud of the chains which bind them. 
They innocently oppose every improvement because 
their faith is founded in an old book which ‘they be- 
lieve emanated from God, and contains everything 
necessary to our salvation, arid they believe that the 
scheme of salvation should most occupy the minds of 
men. The tendency of such belief is to prevent men 
from rising above the plane of civilization in which 
their book originated. 
Think of a pious old butcher building and manning 


a vessel, and putting out to sea with the purpose of. 


plundering and sinking every vessel which he might 
fall in with, and this pious old shark having prayer 
and religious services on his vessel every day! . 

For money church dignitaries hav granted licenses 
to waylay and rob anywhere within certain described 

imits. i 

And to this day Christianity has not materially im- 
proved. Many men who occupy a high position in 
the church are at the same time members of some of 
the most soulless corporations and monopolies. 
Some of the great land-stealers and robbing railroad 
kings are shining lights in the church to-day. 

Even the James brothers, the great bank robbers 
and train wreckers, and Guiteau, and nearly every 
pious crank who gets “jerked to Jesus,” areas full 
of prayer and Christianity as a stuffed turkey. 

Christianity has opposed every step in science, and 
not even to her credit can it be said that she has 
been the promoter of good morals. Draper says, 
“There was hardly a philosopher who was not pun- 
ished; some were put to death.” With all the 
light of the nineteenth century, the church has not 
outgrown this bigotry. In some states and coun- 
tries a man is not allowed to testify in court if he en- 
tertain peculiar notions about God, or so-called 
sacred writings; and generally, if a man speak against 
even the monstrosities of the Bible, he is considered 
a bad man. i i 

All through the early days of Christianity this 
spirit of religious bigotry and. persecution was car- 
ried to such an extent that some of the most valu- 
able writings and some of the finest libraries were 
destroyed. In some cases the death penalty was in- 
flieted for not destroying certain heretical writings 
wherever found. 

The Inquisition was originated for the express 
:purpose of suppressing the freedom of thought. In 
1481, the first year of the Inquisition, two thousand 
'vietims were burnt in Andalusia. Seventeen thou- 
sand were fined or imprisoned for life. 
the inquisitor, pursued his victims with the ferocity 
: of a tiger. In eighteen years ten thousand were 
burnt at the stake, and over ninety-seven thousand 
were otherwise punished. Torture was inflicted in 
vaults where no friend could hear their cries. 

The families of the accused were disgraced and 
plunged into helpless ruin. Untold treasure flowed 
into the church from the rich for dispensations to 
_ keep them from the Inquisition. No thought, writ- 
. ten or oral, against the church was allowed to go un- 

punished. Six thousand volumes of Oriental liter- 
ature were destroyed by fire through ‘the instigation 
of the church. If some of those volumes had been 
allowed to come down to us they would hav put an 
entirely different phase on the early history of the 
church. 

On March 30, 1492, an edict was issued for expell- 
ing every unbaptized Jew from Spain by the last of 
the following July. They were to suffer death if 
they remained. They were to take no gold or silver 
away with them. All property which they could not 
carry away must be left behind. The clergy did all 

. that lay in their power to render these poor out- 
raged mortals objects of hatred to the Spanish 
people. 

When the time came the roads were choked with 
these poor sufferers, and the air was filled with 
the wailings of despair. Corpses of wrinkled old 
women and nursing mothers and babes, who had 
died of hunger and thirst, were found by the way- 
side. 1 dn 

In February, 1502, a dispensation was issued to 
drive out all unbaptized Moors by the end of the fol- 
lowing April. They, like the Jews, were allowed to 
take away with them neither gold or silver, which 
amounted to a confiscation of their property. It was 
claimed by these Spanish Christians to be an act of 
mercy to banish them, as they held the right to take 
the life of every Moor for his unblushing Infidelity. 

Such hav been the means which the church has 
adopted to settle the differences between Christians 
and their opposers. Humanity must ever weep when 
it contemplates this picture. Every pretense to free- 
dom is a sham as long as the mind is enslaved. 
Every Christian who attempts to shield his religion 
by dwarfing the human intellect may deserve well at 
the hands of the church, but the fewer of them we 
hav in a republic the better. 


Torquemada, 


| race. 


' Just in proportion as a man is a good Christian he 

will prove a bad republican. Tobe a good Christian 
is to believe the Bible—not, as Talmage says, “in 
spots,” but to believe that every chapter is the in- 
spired word of God. This leads the devotee to op- 
pose everything contrary to scripture. He will be 
no wiser than his father, and his children no wiser 
than he. One generation will succeed another with- 
out improvement. It was such belief which sunk all 
Europe in darkness, as though a millstone had been 
tied around her neck, for more than a thousand 
years. AT Ay ea T e 

The true spirit of republicanism cannot be bound 
to creeds or forms; it is born of progress and of 
freedom; it knows nothing about an embargo on the 
mind. 

‘But the narrow-minded Christian will insist that 
the “divine word of God” is above all earthly 
knowledge, and that all men should rule and be ruled 
in the fear of God. . His theory would put all the 
offices into the hands of ecclesiastics or their dupes. 
The Bible would be put into the common schools, 
become the only book of any importance; Christ 
would be recognized as the supreme ruler, and in a 
few generations the people would be “determined to 
know nothing but Christ him crucified,” and the 
scenes of the dark ages would be reénacted. 

The idea of the divinity of Christ has been dinned 
in the ear of the Christian until he believes that there 
are none but Jews and a few Infidels who doubt it. 
Christ was known simply as a reformer. Nobody 
considered him a miraculous character in his day. 
The idea of his being an emanation from divine 
power was all seasoned and served years after his 
death, and has been disputed and bitterly opposed up 
to the present day. 

In the controversy between Nestorius and Cyril, 
Nestorius, after descanting on the attributes of the 
eternal God, exclaims, ** And can it be possible that 
this God can hav a mother ?" 

When the sepulcher of Christ was burnt, and the 
churches were rifled and burnt, and priceless relics 
were scattered to the four winds; when the cross of 
Christ was carried away with derisiv shouts of 
laughter; when Bethlehem, Gethsemane, and Calvary, 
the most sacred places known to Christianity, were 
insulted, profaned, and desecrated by a hostil sol- 
diery—" If Christ is God, why don’t he send a flam- 
ing sword—why don’t he open the earth and swallow 
his enemies?” exclaimed the Persian soldiers. Nota 
single miracle followed this awful desecration. 
Christians stood amazed, but amazement subsided, 
and disbelief in the divinity of Christ followed to 
many. - Pe 
There was a man who retired a few miles from 
Mecca, and gave himself up to meditation and prayer. 
As a result.of his meditation, he announced to the 
world that “nobody could believe in the sonship of 
Jesus as begotten by the almighty, in the character 
of Mary, as at once a virgin, a mother, and the 
queen of heaven, without incurring the peril of blas- 
phemy." 

Unto the day of his death he wore a seal ring upon 
which was engraved, “Mohammed, the Messenger of 
God." His central doetrin was, “There is but one 
God." The-doctrin proclaimed by this great man is 
the religious guide of nearly one-third of the human 
Those of the. Moslem faith hav always called 
Christians idolaters, and regarded them with loath- 
A i 


I will cleave the skull of any blaspheming idolater 
who says that the most holy God, the almighty apd 
eternal has begotten a son,” was the motto of the 
early Moslem soldier. ‘{ Praise be to God, the Lord 
of this and the other world, who has neither female 
consort or son.” Such jis the sentiment of nearly 
one-third of the world's people to-day. And it may 
be said that. from the nth of Christ down to the 
present time there has: not a century passed but 
some of the ablest men of their time hav stood up 
and denied the divinity of Christ: 

Though there has been a great effort on the part 
of Christians to hide these facts, the facts remain. 
Those who hav studied Christian tactics closely know 
full well that it has been the practice of Christians to 
try to hide what they could not depreciate, and to try 
to depreciate what they could not hide. If the Chris- 
tian could be made acquainted with all the facts of 
his religion, the trick and the trade of his priest 
would not be worth the learning. ^  . 

Christianity hath done the world much harm. It 
has stopped its progress by teaching holy absurdities. 
lt has taught that the great family of worlds to 
which we belong was made in six days out of noth- 
ing; that the earth was flat, and that there was a 
universal flood, and all the human beings and animals 
that survived were saved in a big bost; that the 
first man and woman were created pure and perfect, 
and that they ate an apple which did not agree with 
them, and a mysterious taint from that apple affected 
every member of the human family for all coming 
time, and much more of the same kind of holy froth. 
For thousands of years men hav been taught that 
anything which contradicts these silly Bible state- 
ments is a lie and of the devil. 

: The church, like a giant with a club, has ever stood 


ready to fell to the earth all who hay 


shown the ' 


courage to attempt to lead the people out of this- 


wilderness of superstition and falsehood. And she 
has shown a willingness to put down truth and 
science with death-dealing blows when they cane in 
contact with her interests. The struggle has been a 


long and bitter one, and the church has maintained -` 


her position as long as falsehood and persecution 
were available. | : 
Draper says: 


compulsory, being enforced by the civil power.” ” : 


With all her high pretensions to piety and charity, — 


clothe the church with civil power-and.-all argument 
will cease. “Believe or be damned" would be 


thundered from every pulpit, and every priest and 


minister would: become an executioner of the law; 


and every unbeliever would find a hell of torture here 


and then be consigned to the plutonian regions here. 
after. The fact that force and undue means hav been 
employed to propagate the Christian religion should 
be taken as evidence that it is not the true religion. 
True religion will be accepted on account of its 
reasonableness. There will be no indulgences sold, 
and few; if any, required. The sale of indulgences, 
and force and fraud, hav been characteristic features 
of the Christian religion for.centuries. . 

. It was the sale of indulgences which helped to for- 
ward the Reformation. Luther builded better than 


he knew. -He stood for the right of private judg- . 


ment and against the power of the church and the 
pope. He assumed the right to put his own inter- 
pretation upon the scriptures, and then invoked the 
curses of heaven and the torments of hell upon al 
who dared to differ from him. ; 


' He did not see that the right of private judgment Pe 


“When Christianity had obtained n 
imperial power, the dictates of her councils became — 


belonged to others if it belonged to him, He did ` 


not see that every other man had the same right to 
differ from him that he had to differ from the pope 
end the church. It seems anomalous to call men re- 
formers who put their religious creed above reason 
and science, and. inflicted the death penalty for differ- 
ences. of opinion. 
consistent, has employed very inconsistent. means for 
it& promulgation. ar i i 

The “Puritan Fathers" left home, and country, 
and friends for the purpose of worshiping God ac- 
cording to the dictates of conscience. 
those not a little trouble who differed from then, 


and all the while they were guilty of differing from 


somebody else. 


Christians are naturally proscriptiv—their religion l 


makes them so. "There is no absurdity too great for 


them to swallow provided it is written down in an old . 


book, which to them is. nothing less than an, ido]. 


This idol has the strange power of tying back the - 


Christian to the ignorance of primitiv ages, when it 
was believed that the gods held converse with men. 


Though the death. and burial of an author is re: - | 


corded in a book, in what purports to be his own 
hand, it does not increase the difficulty of the Chris- 
tian. In his (“spiritual”) eye it is all as clear as mud 
(*spiritual" mud of course). i 

Giv the Christian the power, and he would hang a 
man as quick for doubting the possibility of a man 
writing an account of his own death and burial as he 
would for saying anything else detrimental to the in- 
terests of the church. Christianity is something 
which is to be taken without reason, taken often and 
swallowed whole. l 

The first five books of the Old Testament are at- 


account of ‘his death and burial (Deut. xxxiv, 5, 6) it 
is evident that he did not write them, and, of course, 
they are without authority. But if the name of the 
author were positivly known, according to Draper, it 
would not help the matter very much, for he says: 
“No one dare attribute them (the five books of 
Moses) to the inspiration of almighty God, their in- 
consistencies, incongruities, contradictions, and im- 
possibilities are so great.” 

Nothing can be more ridiculous than the idea of a 
snake, gifted with the power of speech, gliding 
through the garden fence and persuading Mrs. Adam 
to eat an apple so peculiar in its nature as to giv her 
a sort of moral colic, and all the generations which 
followed her, and which nothing but the blood of a 
carpenter could assuage. f 

Oh, how it gravels the kidneys of a Christian to be 
compelled to giv up the fall of man! Because he 
knows that when that most ridiculous of all holy 
humbugs is abandoned, the atonement goes up lik 
a puff of smoke. 

It is humiliating to witness how the church has 
been compelled by the onward march of civilization 
to abandon one false position- after another with all 
her high claims to heavenly guidance. And yet she. 
has never had the honesty to admit her error: i 

_A flat earth, the right to burn heretics, the Mosaic 
account of creation, and many other absurdities, hav 
been abandoned by the church, and yet all hav been’ 
believed to be in accord with the “old book.” a 

It seems to be a fact that all men are not permitted 
to see a great truth at the same time. One man 
often sees a truth many years in advance of all the 


rest. And it has been the practice of the church to _ 


But they gave : 


The Christian religion, because in- | 


tributed to Moses. But inasmuch as they contain an - 
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kill the man if it could not hide the new truth. For 
moré than a thousand years all Europe was dominated 
with this Christian spirit. 

The proud empires of- Mexico and Peru melted like 


snow before this dominant spirit of the church, and. 


all that remained of these once populous and fertil 
_ countries were blood, bleaching bones, ashes, and 
Slavery. But they were found heathen, they were 
left Christian, and, perhaps, the Christian God was 
pleased with the change. i 
Such scenes can never be reénacted. Not because 
the will of the church is not good enough, but be- 
cause the newspaper and the magazine hay become 
more. potent than the pulpit. The school-teacher has 
outgrown the preacher, the school-house has over- 
shadowed. the church; in short, a free press has dulled 
the edge of the ecclesiastical sword. Perhaps it 
would not be entirely fair to say that the press is 
free from church influence. But it no longer asks 
` the church what books it may print, or what papers 
.it may publish, and, like a faithful watch-dog, it 
shows its teeth when the church attempts to use 
undue power. 
Liberal papers, in spite of the church, and the rav- 
ings of *Mad Anthony, are published, in which 
` church matters are freely discussed. Liberal lecturers 
of splendid talent are bearing aloft the torch of rea- 
son, and proclaiming to the world that men are of 
more. congequence than the gods, that science is of 
more consequence than Christianity, and are fast 
" bringing the world to see that instead of render- 
. ing ourselvs miserable here in order to be happy 
hereafter, we ought to enjoy every comfort which 
this life, rationally, can be made to yield. 
24 .  . (TO BE CONTINUED.) Joux PECK. 
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Socialism in India. 

; TII. : 

India never encouraged import or export trade. 
It was considered sinful to raise more than neces- 
sary crops. The Hindoos never harassed foreign 
markets. with their goods and coveted their neigh- 
bors’ wealth, hence they never became immensely 
rich. In Europe and America commercial activ- 
ity is manifested all along the sea-coast, where large 

. towns and cities hav been built,as the fruit aud 
- -result of aggrandizement of those countries which 
deserted their ports and confined themselvs to inter- 
‘nal commerce; hence we hav no cities established on. 
the sea-coast. All the products and industries were 
consumed in the country. Our mechanics dealt with 
consumers direct, so that the actual price of their 

~: goods went into their pockets. In India a shoe- 
maker sells his articles direct to those who want to 
wear them, and therefore gets the full price of them. 

' Cooperativ system is beneficial to the capitalist and 
detrimental to laborers. In my country laborers are 
‘independent. No wages will induce them to work 
more than eight hours. 

. for any price except through coaxing. Laborers are 
paid very small wages, but it goes to support a fam- 
ily of four members, whereas an American laborer, 
who boasts of his high wages, has hardly enough for 
himself. Besides, the American labor market isso full 
that politicians and legislators are on the alert as to 
what means should be devised to frustrate and foil 
the honest earnings of other nations. Many emi- 
grants lately came here from Hungary, Norway, 

Sweden, and Italy, and returned home disappointed. 

But in India we adopted a different policy. Instead 
of seekiug emigration from Africa, China, and other 
colonies, and then murdering them wholesale, the 
Hindoos restricted emigration to foreign lands. They 
. allowed no one to cross the ocean, and in default ex- 
communicated and debarred him from society. 
They knew that it was wise to prevent their own 
people from intruding upon other lands. They 
preached the doctrin of contentment. I hav sufii- 
ciently explained how laborers hav stood before cap- 
italists, and how the injustice done by one was coun- 
terbalanced by imposition of religious duties upon 
another in India. It remains to be explained, how- 
` ever, how the kings stood toward two lower and one 
higher classes. They lived on homage voluntarily 
paid by the subjects. Their relation was that of a 
father toward his children. There was no tax on 
land; it was on products only. No crop, no tax. If 
the kings became turbulent and tyrannical, they were 
immediately accused by the Brahmans, who are their 
spiritual guides. On their ban being pronounced, 
the king had no alternativ but to abdicate his throne, 
' otherwise no one will pay him any homage or. respect. 
Religiously speaking, the destiny of tyrants and op- 
pressors was hell, other classes having the option or 
chance of improvement; but the kings must go to 
one or the other place, according to their ill or well 
doing. They therefore seldom misbehaved, and if 
they did, they were at once forced into retirement on 
handing over the kingdom to worthy successors. 

Nowhere except in India hav the kings willingly 
transferred their concerns to others, and sought soli- 
dudes as the best places of repose. Under such be- 
meficent rulers, why would there be bad kings and 
discontented subjects? On the contrary, the happi- 
ness of mankind was the paramount duty of rulers. 
The kings always sent emissaries with a view to as- 


Skilled labor eannot be had 


least, contradicts such statements. 


certain the causes of discontent among the people, 
and immediately redressed them if noticed. Such 
was the power and influence of spiritual nobility that 
their word was a gospel truth to all classes. They 
were the regulators of society, justices of the peace, 
and preservers of order. They-were the professors 
of arts and sciences. And yet they were not the par- 
ticipators of material prosperity or worldly pleasures. 
They renounced themselvs, and thus became the ad- 
miration of all. If they loved the world, they at once. 
fell down from the hight of their high position, and 
became one of the three lower classes. In India he 
is the highest who has not even a particle of metal; 
his food consists‘of fruits and roots, his garments are 
made of the barks of trees, his ornaments are dried 
fruits and shells, his cups and saticers are of wood, 
his soap is mud, his powder is ashes that. keep him 
from cold and heat, his shoes are wooden sandals— 
in short, his treasure is spiritual knowledge. Com- 
pare side by side your first class and our first class, 
one rolling in luxury and another in penury, one in 
palaces and another in huts. The Brahmans of 
India hav never owned extensiv landed property or 
enormous wealth. The chiefs and merchants are 
moneyed men, but the priests hav always been the 
poorest; hence we giv them the highest place in our 
estimation. India. does not need Anarchy, nor are 
our laborers against the capitalists. Pause and 
think. . India is. thickly populated, and yet there has 
been no instance on record during thousands of years 
of any social disturbance marring the tranquility of 
my country. Our highest men are born of the poor- 
est parents. 

I will conclude by telling you something about our 
social life, so that you may-understand the difference 
between ours and yours, and decide for yourselvs 
which is the best. Wedo not marry for pleasure. 
We marry for children. Man and woman without a 
son are pitiable and unfortunate members of society. 
They therefore marry with that avowed object. 

All stages of progress from womanhood to mother- 
hood are heralded to four quarters, so to say, and 
each development publicly celebrated, so that every 
month, nay, even everv day, is counted both by the 
members of the family and by their neighbors, so as 
to .know exactly the period of completion. Every 
thing is sacred, and noble, and auspicious. Our chil- 
dren are therefore born in innocence and virtue, and 
not in sin, as is said to hav been the case in other 
countries. Such men only are eligible for marriage 
who hav parents, brothers, and sisters to liv with. 
The object in seeking such grooms is that in case of 
bereavement or widowhood the married woman may 
hav somebody to support her, and her children, if 
any. We therefore hav no orphanages, and homes 
for widows. The marriage life is recommended to all 
citizens as the best of all states, because a married 
person is more useful to society than a single one. 
It is one of the duties of our religious married life 
that the host should inquire after any guests or 
strangers in the village needing hospitality and shel- 
ter, and if any, bring him home and entertain him 
kindly. Love begets love; kindness begets kindness. 
If I be kind to one, he will be kind to another. This 
eustom of entertaining strangers in all houses has 
done away with county-houses maintained at tremen- 
dous ccst, but no feelings, in other countries and 
kept under obligation human souls who otherwise 
would hav become felons and peace-breakers. The 
Hindoo religion enjoins for all classes compulsory 
retirement from activ life at a certain age, so that 
they may relinquish their claims on property for the 
good of succeeding generations. The Hindoos do 
not make wills. Property, both movable.and im- 


movable, is equally divided among all sons, the 


father having the right to giv with his own hands as 
much wealth as he pleases, but nothing by will. 
Widows are entitled to maintenance in the absence of 
any nearest relativs, such as sons, from distant rela- 
tivs, husbands, brothers, fathers, and uncles. Even 
the spiritual nobility, who rule the affairs of the 
country, are forced into further retirements, that they 
may not grow vainglorious over their just and good 
management of staté, for no man is said to be perfect 
before he ceases to float on the influence of his ego 
or personality. One person earns and supports ten 
to twenty relativs; the eldest brother having the care 
of all the youngest. He supports them, and their 
wives, and children. It is a disgrace in India for 
one man in business to see his brothers and sisters 
aunts and uncles, begging their bread. We hav 
therefore an undivided family system, which binds 
sometimes fifty members into one household. It isa 
delightful thing to look at when so many are gath- 
ered and sheltered under one roof. 

So much has been said and written purposely to 
misrepresent my country and my institutions that I 
should like to put in a word or two “on castes in 
India.” There is a common belief in this country 
that the high caste in India always trampled under 
foot the low caste; even the shadows of such un- 
fortunates are said to hav been avoided by the 
Brahmans. Nothing is more erroneous and mis- 
leading than this misstatement. Our customs and 
rules are misunderstood. The history of India, at 
Among the four 


classes enumerated above, there is not one I know of 
whose shadow is contaminating to the higher ones. 
India, however, is not entirely rid of those miscreants“ 
whom other nations treat as felons, and confine for ` 


life within four walls. Why do you do so? “Ou, 
that is a bad element, unsafe to be allowed to so- 
journ in our neighborhood,” is the reply given bs. 
every well-meaning person. The Hindoos, instead of 
imprisoning such elements, accord them differen’, 
but humane, treatment. They classify the crimina s 
and immoral people as outcasts, and assign to them . 
such duties as they richly merit. We do not de- 
prive them of their independence by confinement, bu: 
we employ them for outdoor work, such as dragginy 
the carcasses of dead animals, removing night-soi , 
and keeping a watch at night. This humane trea‘: 
ment makes them better citizens than the crim- 
inals in other countries turn out to be. The crim 
inals in India, though ou casts for reasons best known 
to themselvs, are a superior or a better behaved com- 
munity than most of the speculators and bankers I 
hav met with in other countries. What difference i; 
there between our outcasts and your criminals? You 
keep them out of sight by compulsory imprisonment, 
as if they were ferocious animals, while we keep our- 
selvs out of their shadows, for which they are not . 
sorry. Our criminals never become turbulent and 
revengeful. They do not kill the prosecutor or the 
judge, but always beg to be excused for their 
shadows being inadvertently cast upon the Brahmans, 
whom they regard as their benefactors and liberators. 
The Hindoos never tried criminals on the evidence 
of witnesses. Our criminals are honest enough to 
confess their guilt, as the house set on fire blazes in 
all directions. We punish them socially by proscrib 
ing their association with us, hence they liv outside 
the towns and cities as persons infected by contagious 
diseases. 
We do not locate our bad boys and girls in houses 
of correction and refuge. Parents drive them out o! 
their houses for misdemeanor. and only readmit them 
on some neighbor standing guarantee for their future 
good behavior. When the children are driven away, 
which is very rare, neighbors take them into the 
houses and mold them into repentance so that they 
may stand guarantee before their parents. ‘But if 
we had sent them to jails, they would hav been 
spoiled for life. I may, without contradiction, boldly 
assert that all the lawless people in other countries 
were either the inmates of orphan asylums, or houses 
of refuge and correction. 
In the name of God, if you hav any, I ask you. 

O deep thinkers and philosophers, ladies and gentle- 
men, to pause and think how that country of mine. 
teeming with life has lived century after century 
without strikes or disturbance, penury or starvation. 
Liv as we do. Do away with your prisons and pen. 
itentiaries, asylums and pauper houses. No mau 
intentionally commits crimes, and, therefore, deserves 
no imprisonment. We all are faulty and criminals 
One is detected, and the rest escape being caught, 
but that should not giv us any prestige over the un- 
fortunate one. Let our motto be, Charity for all 
and humanity to ourselus. I do not blame any na- 
tion. We are what we hav sown. Let us therefore 
be better and accept trath from any quarter. India 
is the land which leads to salvation. India never. 
planted corruption, and never had evil fruits: India 
always imported good things, or spread good influ- 


ence over other nations, retaining her vices for her - : 


children. O India! long may liv thy name. All 
nations will ultimately take refuge in thee. 

Dear friends, I hav detained you long, but don’t 
go away without realizing the great, grand truth that 
“we are slaves to prejudices. I am not an exception. 
Let me therefore feel proud of my country as I 
gladly let you be of your own. We all are pedlers 
exchanging goods of commodity. Your goods are 
precious and costly, and mine are trifling and worth- 
less.. Let me, therefore, carry your valuable things to 
my people, and leave mine instead. 

Goran Vinayak JosHEE. 
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A Suggestion Carried Out. 


To rae EprroR or Tue Trura Sxrkgn, Sir: In 
your last issue I observed, among the "Notes and 
Clippings," the following paragraph: 

When General Corse, the recently appointed postmaster at 
Boston, was beleaguered in the city of Altoona, General 
Sherman signaled to him, ‘Hold the fort, I am coming.” 
From this dispatch comes the “Hold the Fort" hymn. 
But somehow or other General Corse’s reply seems to hav 
been omitted from the sacred verse. What he signaled back 
was this: “I am minus an ear and part of a jaw, but we 
can lick all hell yet.” The omission is probab y a clerical 
error, and the hymn should be at once revised. 


The question is worth considering, and in the in- 
terest of historical accuracy I would offer this as a 
Starter: : : 

Hold the fort, for I am coming 
(Jerk the chestnut bell); 
Wave the answer back to heaven, 
** We can lick all hell." : : 

This version, I maintain, modernizes the hymn, 
and givs it a force and completeness which it lacked 
before, and, as far as I can judge, preserves its sacred 
character intact. G. E. M, 
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The American Secular Union. 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, President. 
, Vice-Presidents: 
HORACE SEAVER, 
WILLIAM ALGIE, 
ROBERT C. ADAMS, 
Titus L. BROWN, 
HELEN H. GARDENER. 
COURTLANDT PALMER, Treas., 
850 Broadway, New York. 
E. M. MACDONALD, 
hair. Fin. Com. 


` CHARLES WATTS, 
JOHN E. REMSBUEG, . 
THADDEUS B. WAKEMAN 
Marrrg P. KREKEL, 
JAMES PARTON, 
BAMUEL P. Putnam, Sec., 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 
` CHARLES B. REYNOLDS, 
Chair. Ex. Com. 


The Campaign Fund. 


Previously acknowledged 
Hempstead Secular Society 
[I [1j [1j 


$3,477.63 
5.00 
2.00 
TO tel. deccicercivescccdecssevueseccesséesteodease $3,484.63 


Call for the Tenth Annual Congress. 


To the Auxiliary Secular Unions and to all Citi- 
zens of the United States and Canadas who 
support the Nine Demands of Liberalism: — 


You are invited to attend the Tenth Annual Con- 
gress of the American Secular Union, to be held in 
New York city, at Chickering Hall, Fifth avenue and 
18th street, on November 11th, 12th, and 13th, and 
also on Sunday evening, the 14th, a lecture by Col. 
Robert G. Ingersoll, which concludes the Congress. . 

Pursuant to a vote of the last Congress, notice is 
hereby given that the following amendments to the 
constitution of the Union will be acted upon: 1. To 
reduce the fee for life-membership from $25 to $10. 
2. Or, on payment of $10 by applicant for member- 
ship, to authorize the secretawg to issue ten-year 
membership certificates, with all the privileges of 
life-membership during that time. 3. Whenever a 
man or woman has taken out annual membership 
certificates for three or five consecutiv years, such 
person thereafter on payment of annual-membership 
fee to possess the privilege of life-membership. 

The Congress will also be called upon to consider 
measures for carrying on the work of Freethought, 
and securing the adoption of such laws by the various 
state .governments and by the national government, 
as shall make the United States thoroughly Secular, 
and the repeal of all laws now on the statute-books 
which conflict with the Nine Demands of Liberalism. 

Local auxiliary Unions are entitled by the Union 
constitution to five representativs in the Congress— 
the president and secretary and three delegates. All 
charter-members and life-members, all vice-presidents, 
all chairmen of state executiv committees, are entitled 
to seats and votes in the Congress. Annual mem- 
bers are entitled to seats but not votes, except by 
permission of the Congress. e 

It is hoped that every auxiliary Union will send a 
full delegation to the Congress, and that every Free- 
thinker in the United States and Canada, who can, 
will be present. ; 

Per order of board of directors: 

R. Q. Ixexnsorr, President. 

BAMUEL P. Purnam, Secretary. 
CounTLANDT Parmer, Treasurer. 
Cuannzs B. Revwonps, Ch. Ex. Com. 


E. M. Maocpoxar», Ch. Fin. Com. 
to 


News and Notes. 


OUR GALAXY OF SPEAKERS. 

' The purpose of the New York Congress in Novem- 
ber is not simply to transact business which is of 
great importance, but also to create a vast public 
interest, and to put forth a declaration of our ideas 
and principles, upon the platform, which will not 
only giv an impulse to Liberals, but spread abroad a 
knowledge of the Freethought movement among the 
masses of the people. To this end representativ and 
able speakers hay been selected to address the Con- 
gress on various living topics. We could not make 
use of all the wealth of material that is in our ranks. 
The time and funds do not permit. The choice must 
be limited. I think, however, the Liberal public will 
recognize in the list presented, able and eloquent ad- 
vocates of our cause. In this regard the Congress 
will be an occasion of rare interest and delight. 

L. K. Washburn, of New England, is just becoming 
universally known. His discourses are widely read, 
and they show the radical mind and cultivated spirit. 
There is grace combined with strength, & profound 
understanding of the age, and clear voicing of its 
hope. His subject at the Congress will be “The 
Popular Faith Criticised.” 

Charles Watts who comes from England to make 
America his home, whose energetic disposition seeks 
the “broad and universal theater” which the New 
World presents, will be with us. His platform ora- 
toryis well known. He will lecture upon “Theolog- 
ical Misconceptions.” 

J. H. Burnham, of Michigan, scholarly and thought- 
ful, in whom the Methodist fire still burns, and rea- 
son's torch alone illumins, will giv his exceedingly 
interesting discourse, “ The Philosophy of the Relig- 
ious Emotions.” This is pronounced one of his best 
efforts. i 


| Remsburg does. 


E. A. Stevens, of “Chicago, oné of our earnest 
workers, as well as clearest thinkers, who stands for 


the right whether popular or unpopular, will speak 


on “Science and Atheism.” This address is a fine 


.| exposition of modern thought. 


John E. Remsburg, our * Lightning Express" lect- 
urer, who seems to be in several places at the same 
time, and keeps orthodoxy in a constant panic, will 
speak upon * The Fathers of the Republic.” If any 
one understands the mind of these master spirits, Mr. 
Now that Liberty is about to en- 
lighten the world from its lofty pedestal in New 
York harbor where crowd such revolutionary asso- 
ciations, it is well that they who put forth the grand- 
est political document in the world’s history, the 
Declaration of Independence, which is the “ Genesis” 
of the New Bible of Humanity, should be understood 


in their essential character. They were Freethinkers | 
No man is more. 
‘| capable for this historic work than Mr. Remsburg. 


as well as heroes and reformers. 


T. B. Wakeman, who is always solid as well as en- 
tertaining, will deliver the gospel of Liberty, Science, 
and Humanity.. 

Mrs. F. C. Reynolds is a new star in our galaxy, 
but she is welcomed by all as à bright and shining 
light. As secretary of the New York Freethinkers’ 
Association she is putting new life into the Liberal- 
ism of the Empire state. She will speak her mind 
on * Woman: Past, Present, and Future.” 

C. B. Reynolds, who is fresh from the fires of mar- 
tyrdom and the glories of New Jersey justice, “re- 
generated,” no doubt, by this experience, will giv us 
a most vigorous campaign speech. Come and wel- 
come this brave soldier who now bears the brunt of 
the battle. i . 

Helen H. Gardener, who has won a national repu- 
tation by her book * Men, Women, and Gods," will 
continue her brilliant criticisms of Christianity in her 
new lecture, * The Pulpit, Pew, and Cradle" The 
title is enough to show that we shall hav something 
entertaining and instructiv. 

And brightest amid this glowing picture is our 
president, Robert G. Ingersol. To hear him is to 
understand more of American life and thought and 
progress than by any book or other discourse. In- 
gersoll is one of those men who make history, for his 
speech is action—a part of the “logic of events.” 

Others we hope will be with us, and those who 

cannot come send good wishes for the Congress. 
. Elizabeth Cady Stanton writes: “I am proposing 
to sail for Europe on the 27th. If anything should 
occur to prevent me, I shall be very happy to fulfil 
my engagement to stand on your platform, where I 
hav been in spirit for so many years." 

Mrs. Mattie Krekel, of Kansas City, writes: “It 
will not be possible for me to be in attendance at 
Congress of Liberals this year. I hope that it will 
be a glorious success, and am sure that it will be 
fruitful of good.” 
deed, to the many friends of Mrs. Krekel that she 
cannot attend the Congress, but her good wishes shall 
help make it the triumph that we all desire. 

Courtlandt Palmer, whose enthusiasm and gener- 


osity hav always been a support to our cause remains 


in Europe for the'invigoration of his health and 
strength, but we look forward to his return and res- 
toration to that noble work which has endeared his 
name to American Liberals. In the midst of our 
brilliant gathering we shall remember those in dis- 
tant lands, whose heart and hope are with us. 

I hope to see at least a thousand Liberals from all 
parts of the country, from Maine to California, pres- 
ent to welcome the New York legion. This metrop- 
olis has been called the “ eye of America.” We cer- 
tainly shall take a long look ahead amid the flash of 
its imperial glories. "The torch of Liberty, four hun- 
dred feet in air, will fling its radiant light upon our 
path. Is it not an auspicious moment for mental 
exaltation ? i 

l HEMPSTEAD, N. Y. m 

I lectured on Sunday before the new and growing 
association of Freethinkers at Hempstead, N. Y. 
Under the able management of its president, Mr.. C. 
F. De Mott, this society is becoming a fine intellect- 
ual and social influence in this beautiful Long Island 
village. It has a library, reading-room, and gym- 
nasium, so that mind and body both find cultivation. 
Mr. De Mott also, on Tuesday and Thursday even- 
ings, teaches classes in stenography, and these classes 
are constantly increasing, and through them a great 
interest is aroused in the work of the association. 
This struggling and brave society is an excellent 
model for others to follow. It grows steadily on— 
slowly and surely building for science and humanity. 
I was delighted to meet this band of courageous 
Radicals. : 2 SauvEL P. PurNAM. 

m —— 
Liberalism Developing in "Tennessee. 

The Chattanooga Sunday Times thinks it would startle the 
clergy of that city to become fully acquainted with the 
rapid development of Liberalism in that place. The Times 
reports the existence of a club of Infidels numbering about 
eighty ‘‘activ, vigorous, and energetic members.” This 
‘membership consists largely of ladies and prominent business 


‘| and professional men. 


It will be a disappointment, in-. 


| power. 


The Liberal Club. 


New York was full of political oratory on. Friday 


evening last. Henry George had Chickering Hall, 
and Abram Hewitt had Cooper-Union hall, and the 


reports next morning showed that the enthusiasm.at - 


both meetings was unparalleled. Sky-rockets made 
the night luminous, and there were music and all the 
other accessories to a political campaign by which 
statesmen are wont to fire the popular heart. 

These things did not prevent a goodly audience 
from attending the 419th regular meeting of the 


Manhattan Liberal Club. There were a few vacant. 


seats scattered about the room, which the Chair ac- 
counted for by saying that many regular attendants 


were at Chickering Hall, where. Mr. George. was. : 


making the greatest effort of his life. After the 
names of two new candidates for membership in the 
club had been read, the speaker of the evening, Mr. 


Samuel P. Putnam, was introduced as one who.had : 
studied many different kinds of religion and been’ 
His subject was 


born anew into most of them. 
* Mormonism." f 

Mr. Putnam was received with hearty applause. 
His trip West has not cost him the loss of any flesh, 
and as an orator he appears to hav been growing in 
grace. He addressed the chair with that respect due 
to its dignity, made his manners gracefully to. the 
audience, and delivered what he had to say about the 


Mormons in a clear, distinct, and interesting manner. - 


The Mormons, he said, had treated him well; some 
of their bishops had even introduced him to audiences 
whom he was to address on the subject of Free- 
thought. Mormonism is founded on the Bible, and 
is more a biblical religion than either Catholicism or 
Protestantism. The Mormons’ God is the God of 


Abram and Isaac and Jacob; their Christ is the same - 
old myth the rest of Christendom worships. The. 


Book of Mormon is not intended to supersede the 
Bible, But is a sort of supplement to it. 

Polygamy had its source in the fundamental desire 
of the Mormons to increase their numbers and pos- 
sess the earth. Furthermore, as every Mormon ex- 
pects to be a god and reign over all his posterity in 


the next world, he is ambitious to hav that posterity as _ 


numerous as possible that his kingdom may be large. 


Polygamy, the speaker held to be a moral question, 


and therefore not to be dealt with by legal, but by 
moral methods. If polygamy were abandoned, the 
government would no longer hav a reason for not 
admitting Utah as a state; and once admitted 
as a state, the Mormons of Utah could make 
their own marriage laws, and could hav. -all 
the polygamy they wanted. In solving the Mor- 
mon problem, therefore, Mr. Putnam did not believe 
in suppressing polygamy by law, but he did believe 
in disfranchising every member of the Mormon 
church. They place the church above the govern- 
ment of the United States; they get their authority 
from * God” and are therefore subjects of an alien 
power. - For this reason they are not American citi- 
zens and should not be permitted to vote on state 
affairs. 

The lecture had a somewhat startling effect upon 
the audience, and the Chair announced that it was 


fully as remarkable as had been expected. The floor ` 


was open for speeches of ten minutes each. ia 
Dr. Eccles spoke first. He objected to disfranchis- 
ing the Mormons, because the same ruling would dis- 
franchise the members of trades unions and other 
organizations. 
Dr. Lambert spoke fifteen minutes on the subject 
of Prohibition. . i ' ' 


Mr. Duffy, who is not a member of the club, occu- ` 
Everybody wished he had abbre- | 


pied ten minutes. 
viated his remarks, which were without sense or even 
decency. 
Dr. Kinget held that the logic of Freethough 
would not permit us to disfranchise anybody on ac- 
count of any organization to which he might belong. 
: Captain Clark held that the Chicago Anarchists 
should be hanged. n 
: Mrs. Hallock, whose husband, Dr. Hallock, was 
one of the first members of the club, offered a few 
appropriate remarks. She had been twelve years in 
Europe, but eame home more convinced than ever 
that America was the best country in the world to liv 
in. She spoke of the danger with which Roman 
Catholicism threatened this and every other civilized 
government. Catholics, much more than Mormons, 


were traitors to American institutions, and could much 


more justly be disfranchised. - 

In closing the debate Mr. Putnam urged that the 
central point of his argument had not been touched, 
namely, that the Mormons were subjects of an alien 
Others might make the application; he had 
merely stated the principle. 

During the latter part of the exercises many who 
had been to the Henry George meeting came back to 
the club and filled nearly all the seats. The indicted 
blasphemer, Mr. Reynolds, was there, and acted. the 
part of a patient listener. 
does not appear to hav fallen heavily upon him. He 
persists in wearing his high hat tilted slightly to one 


side, and ‘preserves the same debonnair bearing that 


The weight of his arrest ` . 


pu 


` 
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has carried him through his various adversities up 
to the present time. 

' At the next meeting Mr. James Redpath will en- 
deavor to make it appear that all good citizens should 
. vole for Henry George. But before the report is 
read by an anxious constituency the mayoraity strug- 
gle will be settled, to the great relief of an over- 
strained public mind. 

— $e ——————— i 
Ingersoll on George’s Theories. 

From an Interview in the World. 

. “Several objections hav been urged, not to what 

Mr. George has done, but tó what Mr. George has 

thought, and he is the only candidate up to this time 

against whom a charge of this character could be 
made. Among other things, he seems to hav enter- 
tained an idea to the effect that a few men should 
not own the entire earth; that a child coming into 
the world has a right to standing-room, and that. be- 
fore he walks, his mother has aright to standing- 
room while she holds him. He insists that if it were 
possible to bottle the air, and sell it as we do mineral 
waters, it would be hardly fair for the capitalists of 
the world to embark in such a speculation—especially 
where millions were allowed to die simply because 
they were not able to buy breath at ‘pool’ prices. 

Mr. George seems to think that the time will come 

when capital will be intelligent enough and civilized 

enough to be just, and when labor will be intelligent 
enough ‘and civilized enough to take care of itself. 

He has a dream that poverty and crime and all the 

evils that go hand-in-hand with partial famin, with 

lack of labor, and all the diseases born of living in 
huts and cellars, born of poor food and poor clothing 
. and of bad habits, will disappear, and that the world 
will be really fit to livin. He goes so far as to insist 
that men ought to hav more than $23 or $24 a month 
for digging coal, and that they ought not to be com- 
pelled to spend that money in the store or saloon of 
_the proprietor of the mine. He has also stated on 

several occasions that a man ought not to drive a 
' gtreet-car for sixteen or eighteen hours a day—that 

even a Street-car driver ought to hav the privilege 

now and then of seeing his wife or at least one of the 
_ children awake. And he has gone so far as to say 
that a letter-carrier ought not to work longer in each 

‘day for the United States than he would for a civil- 
- ized individual. . 

“ To people who imagin that this world is already 
- perfection; that the condition of no one should be 
. bettered, except their own, these ideas seem danger- 

'ous. A man who has already amassed a million, and 

who has no fear for the future, and who says, ‘I 

shall employ the cheapest labor and make men work 
^as long as they can possibly endure the toil,’ will 

regard Mr. George as an impractical man. It is very 
~ probable that all of us will be dead before all of the 
theories of Mr.-George are put in practice. Some of 
them, however, may at some time benefit mankind; 
and so. far as I am concerned, I am willing to help 
hasten the day, although it may not come while I liv. 
I do not know that I agree with many of the theories 
of Mr. George. I know that I do not agree with 
some of them. But there is one thing in which I do 
agree with him, and that is, in his effort to benefit 
the human race, in his effort to do away with some 
of the evils that now afflict mankind. I sympathize 
with him in his endeavor to shorten the hours of 
labor, to increase the well-being of laboring men, to 
giv them better houses, better food, and in every 
way to lighten the burdens that now bear upon their 
bowed backs. It may be that very little can be done 
by law, except to see that they are not absolutely 
abused; to see that the mines in which they work 
are supplied with air and with means of escape in 
time of danger; to prevent the deforming of children 
by forcing upon them the labor of men; to shorten 
the hours of toil, and to giv all laborers certain liens, 
above all other claims, for their work. It is easy to 
see that in this direction something may be done by 
law. i 
“Iam an individualist instead of a Socialist. I 
am a believer in individuality and in each individual 
taking care of himself, and I want the government 
to do just as little as it can consistently with the 
safety of the nation, and I want as little law as pos- 
sible—only as much as will protect life, reputation, 
and property, by punishing criminals and by enforce- 
ing honest contracts. But if a government givs 
privileges to a few, the few must not oppress the 
many. The government has no right to bestow any 
privilege upon any man or upon any corporation, ex- 
cept for the public good. That which is a special 
privilege to the few should be a special benefit to the 
many. And whenever the privileged few abuse the 
privilege so that it becomes a curse to the many, the 
privilege, whatever it is, should be withdrawn. I do 
not pretend to know enough to suggest a remedy for 
all the evils of society. I doubt if one human mind 
could take into consideration the almost infinit num- 
ber of factors entering into such a problem. And 
this fact, that no one knows, is the excuse for trying. 
While I may not believe that a certain theory will 
work, still, if I feel sure it will do no harm, I am will- 
ing to see it tried.” | 


Colonel 


“Do you think that Mr. George would make a good 
mayor?" asked the reporter. 

*I presume he would," said Colonel Ingersoll. 
* He is a thoughtful, prudent man. His reputation 
for honesty has never, so far as I know, been called 
in question. It certainly does not take a genius to 
be mayor of New York. If so, there hav been some 
years when there was hardly a mayor. I take it that 
a clear-headed, honest man, whose only object is to 
do his duty,.and with courage enough to stand by 
his conscience, would make a good mayor of New 
York or of any other city.” 

“ Are you in sympathy with the workingmen and 
their objects?” i . 

“I am in sympathy with laboring men of all kinds, 
whether they labor with hand or brain. The Knights 
of Labor, I believe, do not allow a lawyer to become 
a member. I am somewhat wider in my sympathies. 
No men in the world struggle more heroically—no 
men in the world hav suffered more, or carried a 
heavier cross, or worn a sharper crown of thorns, 
than those: who hav produced what we call the liter- 
ature of our race. So my sympathies extend 
all the way from hod-carriers to sculptors, from 
well-diggers to astronomers. If the objects of 
the laboring men are to improve their con- 
dition without injuring others; to hav homes and 
firesides, and wives and children—plenty to eat, good 
clothes to wear; to develop their minds, to educate 
their children—in short, to become prosperous and 
civilized, I sympathize with them, and hope they will 
succeed. I hav not the slightest sympathy with those 
who wish to accomplish all these objects through 
brute force. A Nihilist may be forgiven in Russia— 
may even be praised in Russia; a Socialist may be 
forgiven in Germany; and certainly a Home Ruler 
can be pardoned in Ireland, but in the United States 
there is no place for Anarchist, Socialist, or dyna- 
miter. In this country the political power has been 
fairly divided. Poverty has just as many votes as 
wealth. No man can be so poor as not to hav a 
ballot; no man is rich enough to hav two, and no 
man can buy another vote, unless somebody is mean 
enough and contemptible enough to sell; and if he 
does sell his vote, he never should gomplain about 
the laws or their administration. So the foolish and 
the wise are on an equality, and the political power 
of this country is divided so that each man is a 
sovereign. 

“ Now, the laboring’ people are largely in the ma- 
jority in this country. If there are any laws oppress- 
ing them, they should hav them repealed. I want 
the laboring people—and by the word ‘laboring,’ 
now, I include only the men that they include by that 
word—to unite; I want them to show that they hav 
the intelligence to act together, and sense enough to 
vote for a friend. I want them to convince both the 
other great parties that they cannot be purchased. 
This will be an immense step in the right direction. 

* [ hav sometimes thought that I would like to see 
the laboring men in power, so that they would realize 
how little, after all, can be done by law. All that 
any man should ask, as far as the government is con- 
cerned, is a fair chance to compete with his neighbors. 
Personally, I am for the abolition of all special priv- 
ileges that are not for the general good. My princi- 
cipal hope of the future is the civilization of my race 
—the development not only of the brain but of the 
heart. I believe the time will come when we will 
stop raising failures, when we shall know something 
of thelaws governing human beings. I believe the 
time will come when we will not produce deformed 
persons, natural criminals. In other words, I think 
the world is going to grow better and better. This 
may not happen to this nation nor to what we call 
our race, but it may happen to some other race, and 
all that we do in the right direction hastens that day 
and that race.” 

“Do you think that the old parties are about to die?” 

* It is very hard to say. The country is not old 
enough for tables of mortality to hav been calculated 
upon parties. I suppose a party, like anything else, 
has a period of youth, of manhood and decay. The 
Democratic party is not dead. Some men grow phys- 
ically strong as they grow mentally weak. The Dem- 
ocratic party lived out of office, and in disgrace, for 
twenty-five years, and lived to elect a president. If 
the Democratic party could liv on disgrace for 


"twenty-five years, it now looks as though the Repub- 


lican party, on the memory of its glory and of its 

wonderful and unparalleled achievements, might man- 

age to creep along for a few years more.” : 
————— 9-9 e 


Lectures and Meetings. 


W. F. Jamison is having a series of successful meetings 
in Bozeman, Montana. He is engaged to speak in Helena, 
Wickes, and Dillon, Montana, from two to five lectures in 
each place. Address, Denver, Col. : | 


Cuartes Warts lectures for Friendship Liberal League, 
Philadelphia, in Industrial Hall, Broad and Wood streets, 
Sunday, Nov. 7th, at 2:30 PM.; subject, ** If a Man Die Shall 
He Liv Again?—The Secularist Answer.” At 7:30 P.M., 
subject, ‘‘ Saints and Sinners— Which ?" The Liberal public 
throughout the city and vicinity are cordially invited to co- 
operate to make these lectures a success. Seats are free. 


Our London Letter. 


When the Socialists were imprisoned for the tech- 
nical offense of causing an obstruction in the public 
thoroughfares, but really.for the act of openly pro- 
mulgating their theories, there was great joyfulness 
on the part of their opponents, especially the relig- 
ious portion of the community; but when, to make a 
show of consistency, a few rabid street preachers were 
served in the same manner, a considerable outcry was 


raised, and the denunciations of the peripatetic par- , 


sons’ particular deity was invoked on the devoted 
heads of those daring individuals who presumed to 
interfere with his ministers. It really appears to be 
a great mistake for the authorities to interfere insuch 
matters, but the persons in authority are not, as a 
rule, yery conspicuous for common sense. It is cer- 
tainly a nuisance to hay loud-mouthed orators hold- 
ing forth under one’s window; but as these individ- 
uals generally choose & spot where no one is annoyed 
in such a matter, they may just as well cater in this 
manner for the amusement of the masses. Street 
preaching is at times very amusing, and when any 
curious person is desirous of hearing how far lying 
may be carried on in the name of the Lord, hé has a 
splendid opportunity of satisfying his curiosity. I 
was in a country town, a short time back, on a Sun- 
day, and, walking out in the evening, was attracted 
by a crowd, who were listening to one of God’s lay 
messengers. The one who was then speaking was of 
the usual prosy sort, and, as the audience was thin- 
ning out in consequence, a more lively brother was 
put on the stand. He was, according to his own 
statement, a regular Infidel-crusher, and was one of 
those numerous individuals before whom Atheists 
stand in awe. He stated that a short time ago he 
was at Northampton, when Charles Bradlaugh was 
sitting next to him on the platform, and when the 
former was commencing to speak against God, 
silenced him so effectually that he left the platform 
without proceeding further in his remarks. Excep- 
tion was taken to this statement, and, as the liar was 
getting into an awkward corner, a devout sister 
helped him out of the difficulty by striking up a 
hymn, and the brother vanished; but as there was no 
appearance of a chariot of fire, I presume his disap- 
pearance was in a more matter-of-fact, manner than in 
the case of Elijah. 

Evidently matters in heaven are sadly out of gear, 
as all the late judgments appear to hav fallen upon the 
religious world as impartially as on the unbelievers. 
The effects of the Charleston earthquakes were per- 
fectly indiscriminate; and a few days back an unfortu- 
nate priest appears to hav been specially singled out 
for speedy judgment. According to published ac- 
-counts, the Rev. Kavanagh seems to hav been a de- 
cent sort of a man for his class, and it passes ordi- 
nary understanding why his head should hav been 
selected to receive a heavy stone cherub just when 
he was going through the performance of sacrificing 
on the altar. If he had been a sacrilegious heretic 


who was after stealing the church plate, the thing - 


would hav been quite clear, but for a properly-author- 
ized priest to be slain in that manner militates 
against all received notions of the fitness of things, 
and clearly shows there is something wrong some- 
where. I suppose we must be content to leave it 
without explanation, believing that “what we don’t 
know here we shall know hereafter,’ a highly satis- 
factory way of getting over such little difficulties. 

There is some talk of forming a new Agnostic 
Society, of which, I presume, the Secular Review will 
be to a certain extent the literary mouthpiece. 
Doubtless there is plenty of room for such a society, 
and it is to be hoped it will be a success in every 
way ; and it will tend in this direction better if it con- 
fines itself to anti-theology, excluding polities, as it 
is very certain all Freethinkers are not in accord on 
this point. Whether the name of a real live marquis 
as president will be of any real assistance remains to 
be seen. Perhaps it will be a draw, as the average 
“respectable” Englishman “ dearly loves a lord.” 

London, Eng., Oct 8, 1886. J. D. 

—— oO g 

VorTAIRE'S old home at Ferney now belongs to a sculptor, 
who has preserved the philosopher’s bedroom in its old state. 
The room contains a bedstead, table, and armchairs. On the 
walls are two pictures of Catherine of Russia and of Voltaire 
himself. 


Tne Labor Free Press, of Baltimore, in commenting upon 
the arrest of C. B. Reynold’s at Boonton, says: ‘‘ There are 
thousands of people in every Christian community who are 
so intolerant as to invoke the law where a party even claims 
the right of free speech. If a man sets up the claim that the 
devil really loves holy water, and would demonstrate that 
such is the case, let him go ahead and prove it if he can. 
And yet there are those who would call upon the public au- 
thorities to order so bold and bad a man to move on who 
should claim a privilege of proving in public that his satanic 
majesty could not consistently be held up as even a figurativ 
antithesis to the church. The man who will hav nothing 
but ez parte testimony is a bigot and a fool. We care not 
how much cramming he may hav been subjected to at one 
university or the other. A doctrin that cannot stand an 
argumentativ test, or whose adherents would suppress the 
utterance of the views of'an opponent, would appear to.be 
wanting in solidity in foundational structure." : 
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Communications, 


Freethought in England. 
IL——ITS ADVOCATES. 

Since Mr. Charles Watts left Eng'and to make 
America the field of his activ labor, constructiv Secu- 
larism has found few advocates here, and—except, 
perhaps, the little I hav myself been able to do in 

: some of my lectures—the destructiv policy has been 
invariably adopted by English Freethought lecturers. 

With Mr. Watts’s admirable qualities as an advocate 
of Freethought your readers are probably well ac- 
quainted. I may say, however, that in England he 
has many admirers, not alone of his impassioned and 
persuasiv eloquence as an orator, but for his many 
splendid qualities as a man. 

To-day in England the editor of the Freethinker, 
Mr. Geo. William Foote, a—compara'ivly speaking— 
young man, wanting several years to forty, “ holds 
the field,” as Mr. Gladstone would say, as an essen- 
tially anti theological lecturer. 

Since he came out of Holloway jail where he 
served twelve months for the horrible, priest-made 
offense called blasphemy, two years ago, he has been 
exceedingly activ with tongue and pen in spreading 
the glorious principles of Freethought. 

Mr. Foote is a model speaker, though some regard 
him as slightly pedantic. His sentences are skilfully 
constructed, and being a man of fine literary tastes, 
and a wit to boot, his most profound lectures are 
rendered ‘exceedingly interesting by his trenchant 
criticisms and caustic wit. As a debater he has few 
equals. Mr. Bradlaugh is finer in passages that ap- 
peal to the emotions; Mr. Watts has more fire; but 
Mr. Foote is the logician. , One of the best read men 
in England, he makes the very best use of bis knowl- 
edge; he is rigorously logical; is never mentally dis- 
turbed by excitement; and his speeches will bear the 
closest analysis when read. 

His last debate with Wm. McCann, at the Hall of 
Science, showed hfm at his best. The Freethinker 
he conducts on the destructiv lines. Every week 
there appear cartoons that are worm wood and gall to 
the bigots. 

But, as he frequently says himself, he does not rid- 
icule persons, but principles. If the principles are 
true, ridicule will not hurt them, but if they are not 

80, S0 much the worse for them. Christianity he 
regards as a religion that has cursed the world by its 
supernatural teachings, by its absurdities and immo- 
ralities, and most of all by its crimes. 

By every means in his power he has resolved to 
destroy its influence, and his lectures and writings 
are already playing such rare havoc with the creeds 
,that the Christians sadly regret that they ever put 
him in jail to test of what metal he was really made. 

Mr. Touzeau Parris is another very able Free- 
thought advocate; but the method he adopts is not 
at all likely to bring him into conflict with the law 
authorities of the crown. Mr. Parris, who is very 
learned, was once a Unitarian minister, but, finding 
himself unable to believe in Theism in any of its mani- 

-fold phases, came boldly out as an advocate of Mate- 
rialism. E 

The Freethinkers of Birmingbam and Camberwell 
swear by bim. He is their bright particular star. 
One of Mr. Parris's favorit lectures i entitled, “ Sin 
against God an Impossibility.” The title shocks and 
wounds the Christians keenly, but when they hear 
the lecture they are amazed at the calm way in which 
the facts bearing on the subject are marshaled, and 
how accurate are the inferences drawn therefrom. 
Biblical criticism, however, is Mr. Parris's forte. 
There are few lecturers so well acquainted with the 
classics; and so, like Joseph Symes, now in Australia, 
when Mr. Parris lectures on the Bible he is often in 
a position to giv his opp..uents instruction as to the 
meaning of the various doubtful passages in the Old 
or New Testament by reference to either the Hebrew 
or the Greek text. 

Mr. Parris, however, is more than a Biblical critic. 


He is an apostle of Herbert Spencer, and his lectures 


on the doctrin of evolution are invaluable as aids to 
young students desiring to hav a full grasp of the 
new teaching. 

Mr. John Robertson, though a Freethinker of 
many years’ standing, and an eminent litterateur, is 
new as a lecturer; but his expositions hav the great 
merit of clearness, and he is sure to win his way to 
success. 

W. Stewart Ross (“Saladin”) the editor of the 
Secular Review, is a man of remarkable powers; he 
is an excellent speaker, albeit he talks in a language 
not understood by the people, being largely made up 
of words that are not to be found in Johnson or 
Webster; and being a poet, besides a very vigor- 
ous writer, he is sometimes led into extravagance of 
language and eccentricity of ideas that deter many 
of the common-sense order of Freethinkers from re- 
garding him as an authority. It cannot be denied, 
however, that in his literary labors he is supported 
by some of the most learned and talented gentlemen 
that ever lent the sanction of their names and sup- 
port ts our struggling cause. 


Among the young lecturers of great promis are 
Mr. Arthur Hunt, of Nottingham; Mr. George Stand- 
ring, Mr. W. H. Uttley, and, last but by no means 
least, two young ladies, Mrs. Mary Gowden and 
Miss Thornton Smith. There are, of course, other 
gentlemen who may be called auxiliary lecturers, such 
as Mr. Robert Forder, who, as the very activ secre- 
tary of the National Secular Society, does a lot of 
work gratuitously; and Mr. Frederick Haslam, a vet- 
eran, who has done some good service in his day, and 
who seems to be determined to carry on the fight 
against fearful odds until life will-hold out no longer. 

These are, if I mistake not, the whole of the chief 
talkers in the Freethought movement in England; 
the men who openly carry on the warfare with a bar- 
barous theology; who clear the path that future 
Freethinkers may traverse the road to prosperity and 
happiness unimpeded by a false and pernicious creed. 

Some of these warriors hav borne the brunt of the 
battle for many years; some hav pierced the insidi- 
ous monster of religion more than once so that it 
has appeared to fall and writhe in agony; but anon, 
by the aid of wealth and power, it has risen again in 
all its hideousness and strength, and for awhile, by 
subtle persecution or by imprisonment, put some of 
our warriors hors de combat ; but in a free and open 
encounter, which must take place with the progress 
of education and the growth of knowledge, who can 
hav any doubt as to the ultimate issue? Many of 
your readers may, perhaps, be amazed that in the 
old country there are not more F'reethought lectur- 
ers than there are. The reason is this: 

Young Freethinkers hav very little encouragement 
or help from the more wealthy members of the party, 
and, after years of weary struggle, in an unpopular 
movement, many of them are at length compelled by 
sheer poverty to retire from the work. 

Now the field for their labor is growing wider and 
wider day by day, and when the English lecturer 
finds, as some of them hav found, that. their efforts 
for human emancipation are more appreciated in 
other countries than their own, they naturally choose 
to work in those vinyards in which their labor is 
profitable alike to themselvs and those for whom they 
hav the pleasure to work. ` Axrxur B. Moss. 

———— —À $9 — — —- 


The Kansas Arrests. 


To- THE Eprron or Tae Truru SrEkER, Sir: I must 
confess to a feeling of amazement upon reading your 
brief comments following the announcement of the 
arrest of Lillian Harman and myself. But before 
proceeding to an examination of your remarks I will 
correct a few errors of fact. 

1. Laura V. Walker procured a divorce from me, not 
I from her. JI should hav regarded it as a violation 
of my principles to hav appealed to the courts for a 
separation. 2. Mr. M. Harman did not perform a 
“ceremony” of any kind. As the father of Lillian 
Harman, a minor, he gave his consent to our union, 
and he read a statement of principles. That was all. 
3. Our preliminary examination was had on the 27th 
of September. Announcing it as for the 27th of 
October may hav been my fault—a slip of the pen— 
it is immaterial now. 

You rightly observe that our “ private affairs are 
no business of the public,” but in the same sentence, 
with a strange inconsistency, you demand that “ full 
information" thereof shall be given. And why? 
Because, forsooth, we appeal to the publie for aid. 
But why do we make this appeal? Surely I do not 
need to tell you nor your readers that it is because 
there are those who believe, or pretend to believe, 
that they hav a right to make our “ private affairs" 
the “ business of the publie ;" and, proceeding upon 
that assumption, hav thrown us into prison and are 
doing their level worst to destroy our business and kill 
Lucifer. We were attending to our own business, 
injuring no one, when these prosecutors and per. 
secutors made our business a matter of public knowl- 
edge and forced us to appeal to the better element of 
the public for assistance in vindicating our right to 
mind our own business, which you admit is no con- 
cern of the public. It was the business alone of Mr. 
Bennett and his customer (presumably an honest 
purchaser) when he mailed the copy of ^ Cupid's 
Yokes " that sent him to the Albany Penitentiary and 
made it possible for you to be the editor of Tur 


TaurH Sexxer. But most Christians, and a large 


minority of the Liberals, asserted that it was the 
business of the public, and, having the machinery of 
the law in their hands, they imprisoned him for 
thirteen months. We radical Liberals fought the 
issue to the last, and sent to Washington almost two 
hundred thousand names of men and women who de- 
manded the release of the persecuted editor. In the 
little orthodox village of Norway, Iowa, I procured 
eighty signatures to the petition. Now, you, the 
successor of the martyr, D. M. Bennett, turn upon 
me when I, another Infidel editor, am arrested for 
making my own contract with a willing associate, 
and tell me that *there are other moral questions 
involved in this matter." 

. Do you not remember that that was precisely what 
Mr. Bennett’s enemies averred when they published 


\his letters? Did they not try to obscure the real 


issue by an attempt to make it appear that Mr. Benr-. 
nett’s moral charactér was bad? You know the story 
well And so do all the old readers of Tur Trorm 
Ssrxer. And what did you, what did we all who 
stood by D. M. Bennett and Tue Truta Sezxzr then, 
reply to those charges? Did not you, did not Mr. 
Wakeman, did not Elizur Wright, did not every other 
true friend of liberty, declare that moral character 
was not the question at issue; that the sole question 
was Mr. Bennett's right to mail the proscribed 
pamphlet? Was not Tue Trura Szzxxn flooded with 
editorial and contributed articles whose purpose was 
to show that the humblest citizen should be pro- 
tected in the exercise of his natural rights, and that 
it was far more dangerous to the rights of all to 
trample upon the liberties of the unpopular man than 
upon those of the rich and strong, and this because 
to oppress the weak always creates a precedent for  . 
further encroachment upon the rights and liberties ^ `; 
of all. 

Then, the issue is, hav Lillian Harman and I the 
right to make our own contracts? Every genuin 
Liberal will unhesitatingly answer, Yes. We are 
persecuted for exercising this right, and to our de- 
fense we called the Liberals of America. But had 
we, the old supporters of your paper, answered your 
and Mr. Bennett’s appeals as you this day answer 
ours, there would be no Truru Szexer for you ta 
edit, or through which we could make this appeal. 

You refer to the Kansas City Zimes and the “ pub- 
lic press of the vicinity.” You ought to know by 
this time how little dependence is to be placed in the 
utterances of the “public press.” Hav you so soon ` 
forgotten the attitude of the Jnter-Ocean and of 
the then Scribner's Monthly toward Mr. Bennett? 
Hav you forgotten the most wickedly unjust treat- 
ment he received at the hands of the editors of the 
country generally? Do you not know that the agent 
of the Associated Press who sends the dispatches 
from a given point has it in his power to put his 
opinions and prejudices into the mouth of every ed- 
itor who receives those dispatches? 

In this instance, R. E. Van Meter, editor of the . 
New Era, the church and Prohibition organ of Val- 
ley Falls, is the Associated Press agent. He and his 
backers are determined to crush out the Infidel paper 
which has been a thorn in the side of orthodoxy there 
for six years. They hav threatened to prosecute the 
publishers for the alleged “obscenity” of the Light 
Bearer, and the New Era, since Van Meter suc- 
ceeded to its management, has let pass no opportu- 
nity to misrepresent the paper and the principles of ` 
Freethought. 

But you hav been unjust beyond the letter of that 
which is written in this and other Christian-run local . 
papers. There is no warrant in their statement for 
your assumption that there are “other moral ques- 
tions involved.” To be sure they say that I hava 
divorced wife, which is a fact, but how long since 
that became, per se, a crime? 

: Now, friend Macdonald, all I ask is that you once 
more justify your reputation for fairness, as you hav 
recently so effectually done in the case of the Chicago 
Socialists. It is all embraced, the issue, in this: 
Had Lillian and I the natural right to make the con- 
tract we did? Was it a wrong to arrest us for doing 
what you inferentially admit we had a right to do; 
and if our rights were invaded by that prosecution, 
hav we a claim upon the sympathy and assistance of 
the Liberals of the country? And that, too, without 
dragging out every skeleton, if such there are, in the 
Walker and Harman households? Yours for con- 
sistency and fair play, E. C. WALKER. 

Cell 2, the Jail, Oskaloosa, Kan. fe. & 


To tHe Éprrog or Tue Trora Serger, Sir: I be- 
gin to feel almost lonely, so many of my personal 
friends are either in jail, prison, under indictments, 
or sentenced to hang. Just think of it—what.is this 
country coming to? » 

In Chieago the seven men, my co-laborers for the 
wage-slaves’ liberation from the yoke that capitalism 
has fastened about their necks, from the heavy bur- 
dens moneyed monopolies hav compelled them to 
carry, from unjust legislation procured by corrupt 
means through political chicanery, now condemned 
to death for no act of theirs, except the expression of 
opinions, because some unknown person threw a 
bomb by which several policemen were killed. That 
the condemned knew anything about the throwing of 
that bomb was not even pretended to be proven, but 
the jury, selected for that purpose by parties knowing 
their prejudices, condemned them in response to the 
demands of capitalism, which controls legislation, the 
judiciary, and the press. 

In our own city, some of the most self-sacrificing 
reformers are now in prison for inciting to riot when 
there was no riot. 

We did hav a massacre here, a cowardly assault 
upon unarmed citizens who were doing no illegal act, 
simply marching in the street carrying an eight-hour 
banner; and Governor Rusk—called to this city by 
a railroad king, brought here in his private car, 
instead of in response to any call from city or county 
authorities—is responsible for the shedding of that 
blood. And now, upon the pretense that he saved 
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the city from some dire disaster, he is being boomed 
for a third term, and the money powers of both par- 
ties are uniting under the pretense of sustaining “law 
and order,” when the facts are that the only breach 
of law was by order of the governor to the militia to 
“shoot to kill” without ordering them to disperse, or 
. Yeading the riot act. to them—the body of men fired 
upon. "The mob had destroyed no property, injured 
no person. The Republican party is now trying to 
bulldoze every voter to sustain it by claiming all who 
do not are Anarchists—by which term they mean 
_ destructionists—and the capitalistic press all over the 
country sustains this infamously false issue. ur 

And now comes from Kansas another ery of out- 

raged liberty in the arrest and imprisonment of E. C. 
Walker and Lillian Harman, who married themselvs 
according to their own views of what was right, in a 
manner that would come under the law of civil con- 
tracts. 
- Who was harmed by their attending to their own 
business in their own way? All just legislation pro- 
tects individual liberty, and interferes only in case of 
any encroachment thereon. í 

When civillaw becomes a power to interfere with the 
sovereignty of the individual, doing as a state what 
if individually done would constitute a trespass,it 
at once becomes tyranny and dangerous, and should 
be resisted by every lover of liberty. Mr. Walker I 
hav known for years as a brave, true, logical re- 
former. He has his strong personal friends, and his 
bitter enemies, as hav all heroic souls; but the pres- 
ent question is not, What is Mr. Walker’scharacter; 

‘but it is, Hav two persons a right to contract to liv 
together as conjugal partners, or must some meddle- 

. some agent of the church or state be authority—and 
receive a fee for being such—more binding than per- 
sonal agreement, and thus belittling individual 
responsibility ? 

The agreement on the part of Mr. Walker was such 
as would giv a woman personal existence and sexual 
liberty, which the Jaws do not, and it is man-made 
religions and man-made laws that condemn and pun- 
ish persons for upholding the idea of equality be- 
tween the sexes in rights, privileges, and responsibil- 
ities in marriage as the surest way of holding the 
race in bondage to the church power. Giv woman 

: sex liberty, and a race of freemen would be born that 
no ecclesiastical yokes could bind, and no august 
laws fetter. 
eO They are slaves who will not choose 

Hatred, scoffing, and abuse, 

Rather than in silence shrink 

From the truths they needs must think ; . 

They are slaves who dare not be 

In the right with two or three. 
; : Juur H. Severance, M.D. 

. Milwaukee, Oct. 9, 1886. 
—— 9. ————— 


Vote for Henry George. 


Never before hav the wage-workers had the oppor- 
tunity to so fully show the power of united organi- 
zation and intelligent action as they will hav in this 
city in the next election for mayor. Let them not 
lose sight for one moment of the fact that the vast 
army of workingmen all over the country are watch- 
ing them in the race, and if they win and elect 
Henry George for mayor, that success will be but 
the beginning of a general victory in all parts of the 
United States. 

It is the duty of every intelligent workingman to 
strengthen every weak and doubting brother, to show 
him the fallacy of voting in either of the old parties, 
to point out to him, and prove it by facts, the greed, 
selfishness, and dishonesty of. the average office- 
holder. This is easily done. On the other hand, 
show him that Henry George never sought the nom- 
ination, but that it was given to him in grateful 
acknowledgment of the great good he has done for 
the cause of Labor both by pen and tongue, and that 
in accepting the nomination, he is really sacrificing 
his own desires for the common benefit of the men 
for whose cause he has so ably and manfully battled 
in the past. What a real reform has already been 
achieved when it becomes possible for a man to be 
nominated fur mayor who is owned by no * boss," and 
who has pulled no wires to secure it. This of itself 
ought to be a harbinger of victory. The principle 
of putting up $5,000 for election purposes, that may 
bring an opportunity to steal $50,000, has not been 
used in the nomination of Mr. George, and all the 
citizens of New York, irrespectiv of creed or con- 
dition, who wish to see a genuin reform in the ad- 
ministration of municipal affairs, should vote for 
Henry George. He is surely the first bona fide, 
sinion-pure reformer ever nominated for that office. 

An aroma of moral cleanliness seems to pervade 
the presentation of his name, and every citizen who 
. wants a “clean government” should certainly sup- 
port him. 

Are not the newspapers of this city a sort of mix- 
ture of “ Uriah Heeps” and “ Aminadab Sleeks” in 
their treatment of municipal reform? — Here is a man 
with an unspotted record, a large heart, whose gen- 
erous sympathy is bounded by no country, creed, or 
sect, but who seeks the advancement of the toiling 
masses the world over by perfectly legitimate means, 


without war or confiscation; and how do the news- 
papers, who are so alert and sharp after municipal 
thieves, treat the nomination? For the most part 
with little or no notice of it whatever. The World 
doubts his ability to administer the office, and cites | 
that as a valid objection to him, and assures its read- 
ers that his “ philosophy " is immaterial, as his oath 
of office would be a bar against its practice. The 
question of ab'lity to administer the office of mayor 
has not heretofore entered largely into the availability 
of previous candidates; the question generally has 
been, Who owns him? Which boss or which organi- 
zation, and whither go the “spoils” in the event of 
success? That such an objection is pueril and un- 
important goes without saying, and we merely quote 
it to show the kind of support that leading Demo- 
cratic and labor loving newspaper is giving to the 
man and the cause of the workingmen, which it pro- 
fesses to champion. Asa matter of fact, the news- 
papers.of New York dare not advocate alabor mayor. 
It would be an. innovation that would be distasteful, 
-perhaps, to a large proportion of their subscribers 
and advertisers, and, per consequence, would affect 
their business. And just here is the touchstone that 
.actuates the policy of newspapers, and which must 
be overcome by the circulation of pamphlets among 
voters. In. regard to the executiv or administrativ 
‘ability of Mr. Henry George to perform the functions 
of mayor, it is enough to know that he is the. author 
of “Social Problems” and the “ Land Question,” and 
that. a man who could formulate such an original and 
sensible way out of existing evils is certainly pos- 
sessed of brains enough to read the laws of the city, 
„pass upon new legislations, and execute them faith. 
‘fully in the interest of the whole people. . Vote for 
Henry George for mayor! Wm. ALLEN Sutra. 
A Ot 


Do Not Vote for Henry George. 


Let no Liberal expect much from Henry George, 
for he is “still in the gall of bitterness and the 
bond of” superstition. 
and Poverty,” he givs an example of the birth and 
growth of a new community. One man goes first and 
takes up a farm, then others come in and settle 
around him. Men of various trades and vocations 
come in one by cne.: At last, after the settlers hav 
begun to earn money, here comes the inevitable par- 
son. - Mr. George failed to giv the important lesson 
that one cause of poverty is that superstition induces 
people. to giv part of their earnings to the clerical 
parasite to keep “God” from hurting them the first 
time the latter gets- out of humor. Don’t expect that 
Henry George, who lets the imaginary blood-sucker 
of superstition alone in an imaginary community, will 
do anything to rid New York of an army of ecclesi- 
astical leeches. | 

In his conclusion he says: *'The yearning for a 
further life is natural and deep. It grows with intel- 
lectual growth,” etc. Then he propounds this conun- 
drum: “ What, then, is the meaning of life—of life 
absolutely and inevitably bounded by death?’ And 
answers: “To me it only seems intelligible as the 
avenue and vestibule to another life.” He agrees, 
then, with “ Lo, the ‘poor Indian,” who “thinks, ad- 
mitted to that equal sky, his faithful dog shall bear 
him company,” for the dog has life and intellect. 
How Mr. George would please a certain turf-man, 
whose favorit book is Butler’s “Analogy,” because in 
proving that men are immortal he proves that horses 
are too! 

Mr. George says that “the facts seem only explain- 
able upon a theory which cannot be expressed but in 
myth and symbol,” etc. What hope can the modern, 
everyday people of New York hav for aid in their 
troubles from a self-confessed groper among cobwebs? 
Science and Rationalism are the only hope, the only 
beacons. Do not expect anything from him who has 
not yet outgrown superstition. Do not vote for 
Henry George. W. 

eo 
Judge Gary and the Prisoners. 

-To tar Enrror or Teas Truru Seeger, Sir: Would 
it not please many of your readers to hav you pub- 
lish the inclosed remarks of Judge Gary to the An- 
archists when you hav another long article of sym- 
pathy in your paper for the convicts? I hope you 
will find room in your paper to giv the judge an 
equal chance. I know you will, for you are in search 
of truth, as the name of your paper implies, 

Chicago, Oct. 12, 1886. J. S. BUTTERFIELD. 
JUDGE GARY'S REMARKS ON SENTENCING THE ANARCHISTS. 

Iam quite well aware that what you hav said, although 
addressed to-me, has been said to the world; yet nothing has 
been said which weakens the force of the proef or the con- 
clusions therefrom upon which the verdict is based. You 
are all men of intelligence, and know that if the verdict 
stands it must be executed. The reasons why it sha!] stand 


I hav already sufficiently stated in deciding the motion for a 
new trial. 


happy condition, and for the terrible events that hav brought 
it about. I shall address to you neither reproaches nor ex- 
hortation. What I shall say shall be said in the faint hope 
that a few words from a place where the people of the state 
of Illinois hav delegated the authority to declare the penalty 
of a violation of their laws, and spoken upon an occasion so 
solemn and awful as this, may come to the knowledge of, 
and be heeded by, the ignorant, deluded, and misguided men 
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will of the majority. Each man has the full righ r 
tain and advocate by speech and print such opinions as suit 
himself, and the great body of the people will usually care 
little what he says. 
of enforcing, he puts his own life at stake. And no clamor 
about free speech, or the evils to be cured, or the wrongs to 
‘be redressed, will shield him from the consequences of his 


Somewhere in his “ Progress. 


Iam sorry beyond any power of expression for your un- |: 


who hav listened to your counsels and followed your advice. 
I say in the faint hope, for if men are persuaded that because 
of business differences, whether about labor or anything else, 
they may destroy property and assault and beat other men, 
and kill the police if they, in the discharge of their duty, in- 
'terfere to preserve the peace, there is little ground to hope 
that they will listen to any warning. 


It is not the least among the hardships of the peaceable, 


frugal, and laborious poor to endure the tyranny of mobs | 
who, with. lawless force, dictate to them, under penalty of 
peril to limb and life, where, when, and upon what terms 
they may earn a livelihood for themselvs and their families. 
Any government that is worthy of the name will strenuously 
endeavor to secure to all within its jurisdiction freedom to 
follow the lawful avocations and safety for their property 
and persons while obeying the law, and the law is common 
sense. It holds each man responsible for the natural and 
probable consequences of his own acts. : 
ever advises murder is himself guilty of the murder that is 
committed pursuant to his advice, and if men band together 
for a forcible resistance to the execution of the law, and ad- 
vise murder as a means of making such resistance effectual, 
whether such advice be to one man to murder another, or to 
a numerous class to murder men of another class, all who 
are so banded together are guilty of any murder that is com- 
mitted in pursuance of such advice. 


It holds that who- 


The people of this country love their institutions, they love 


their homes, they love their property. They will never con- ` 
sent that by violence and murder those institutions shall be 

broken down, their homes despoiled, and their property de- 

atroyed. And the people are strong enough to protect and 

sustain their institutions. and to punish all offenders against 

theirlaws; and those who threaten danger to civil society, 

if the law is enforced, are leading to destruction whoever 

may attempt to execute such threats. 


The existing order of society can be changed only by the 
right to enter- 


But if he proposes murder as a means 


crime. . His liberty is not a license to destroy. The tolera- 
tion that he enjoys he must extend to others, and not arro- 


' gantly assume that the great majority are wrong, and may 


rightfully be coerced by terror, or removed by dynamite. 

It only remains that for the crime you hav committed, and 
of which you hav been convicted after a trial unexampled in 
the patience with which an outraged people hav extended to 
you every protection and privilege of the law which you de- 
rided and defied, that the sentence of that law be given now. 

In form and detail that sentence will appear upon the 
records of the court. In substance and effect it is that the 
defendant Neebe be imprisoned in the state penitentiary at 
Joliet at hard labor for the term of fifteen years. 

And that each of the other defendants, between the hours 
of 10 o'clock in the forenoon and 2 o'clock in the afternoon 
of the 8d day of December next, in the manner provided by 
the statute of this state, be hung by the neck until he is dead. 
Hemove the prisoners. 

From the slip containing these remarks Mr. Butter- 
field tore off the words used by the judge in refusing 
the condemned a new trial. We supply the omission, 
merely calling attention to the fact that they show 
conclusivly, by the judge himself, that what we hav 
said is true, namely, that these men are condemned 
for being Anarehists, not because they are guilty of 
murder. Judge Gary said: 

The case is unprecedented. There is no example of any 
such crime having been committed; there is no precedent of 
any case like this having become the subject of judicial in- 
vestigation. . 

The jury were not instructed [by Gary himself] to find 
them guilty if they believed that they participated in the 
throwing of the bomb, or encouraged or advised the throw. 
ing of that bomb, or had knowledge that it was to be thrown, 
or anything of that sort. The conviction has not gone upon 
the ground that they did haw actual participation in the act 
which caused the death of Deegan, but upon the ground, under 
the instructions [given by Gary himself], that they had gen- 
erally, by speech and print, advised a large class to commit 
murder, and had left the occasion, time, and place to the in- 
dividual will, whim, and caprice of the individuals So ad- 
vised, and that in consequence of that advice and in pur- 
suance of it, and influenced by it, somebody not known did 
throw the bomb that caused Deegan's death. 

—M — —-9-9—— — — —— 


Catholic Rascality and Infidel Honesty. 
From the Cincinnati Post, 

It is so unusual that a bondsman for a large sum comes 
forward and honestly pays up the full amonnt of his obliga- 
tion that the action of George Hoadly, as bondsman of As- 
signee Mannix, in handing over to the present trustees of 
Archbishop Purcell the full amount of his equitable liability 
as bondsman, and in addition to that his share in $40,000 
worth of property made over by Mannix to his four bonds- 
men to secure them, is worthy of public attention and public 
praise. Not that Judge Hoadly has done one whit more than 
his plain duty, or has more than simply satisfied, cent for 
cent, a voluntary contingent obligation he assumed when he 
put his name with those of John Holland, Chas. Stewart, 
and Michael Walsh on Mannix's bond for two hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars, but because at large sacrifice, and 
when legal evasion was possible, Judge Hoadly has preferred 
the act of honest duty. He is not a rich man, and in paying 
$62,500 cash he lays down nearly, or quite, half of the sav- 
ings of an unusually laborious life. . 

Judge Hoadly, when governor, was often reproached with 
being an Infidel, if not an Atheist. In this act of financial 
righteousness he at any rate demonstrates that he sets a prac- 
tical value upon that Biblical declaration, ** A man's life con- 
sisteth not in the abundance of the things that he possesseth.” 
A sense of duty fully done is cheap at any financial cost. 


— —— —--99— — — —— 

FRhxETHOUGRT lectures are delightfully frequent in America 
now. Ingersoll has been reposing lately, but other speakers 
hav been very activ. Mr. J. E. Remsburg, for instance, has 
just delivered thirty lectures in Minnesota and Wisconsin, 
and is gone on a fresh tour in Iowa. Mr.S. P. Putnam is as 
lively as ever. We fancy he must be a good-looking man, 
for he seems a favorit with the ladies.—ZLondon Freethinker. 
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Blasphemy. 


REYNOLDS INDICTED FOR THE CRIME OF 
LIBELING A GHOST. 


When the wisdom assembled as a grand jury of 
Morris county, N. J., “arose” on Tuesday, October 
19, 1886, it left in the hands of the young district 
attorney, Willard W. Cutler, an indictment against 
Charles B. Reynolds for blasphemy. This instrument 
of torture, however, was not based upon Mr. Rey- 
nolds's lecture at ` Boonton, but upon a treatis which 
he has since written, printed as a pamphlet and dis- 
tributed at Boonton, and which also appeared in THE 
Trors Szexer of October 9th and 16th. . The indict- 
ment reads as follows: 


“Morris Co. OXER AND TERMINER AND oe 
Jam DELIVERY, Oct. TERM, A.D. 1886 
** Morris Co., to Wit: 

** The grand inquest for the state of New Jersey in and for 
the body of the county of Morris upon their oath present 
that Charles B. Reynolds, late of the township of Boonton, 
in the county of Morris aforesaid, on the eighth day of 
October, 1886, at the township of Boonton aforesaid, in the 
county of Morris aforesaid, and within the jurisdiction of this 
court, unlawfully and wickedly did wilfully blaspheme the 
holy name of God by contumeliously reproaching his being 
and providence, and by contumeliously reproaching Jesus 
Christ and the holy word of God, that is, the canonical 
scriptures contained in the books of the Old and New Testa- 
ments, and by profane scoffing at and exposing them to con- 
tempt and ridicule in that he, the said Charles B. Reynolds, 
did then and there publish, circulate, and distribute a certain 
scandalous, impious, and blasphemous printed document en- 
titled, ‘Blasphemy and the Bible,’ by Charles B. Reynolds, 
in which there were and are contained amongst other things 
certain scandalous, impious, and blasphemous matter, and 
things to the tenor and effect following : 


“< This Bible describes God as so loving that he drowned the 
whole world in his mad fury, because it was so much worse than 
he (knowing all things?) ever supposed it could be. An all-wise, 
unchangeable God, who got out of patience with a world which was 
just what his own stupid blundering had made it, and knew no 
better way out of the muddle than to destroy it by drowning !' 


* And in another part of the aforesaid printed document 
there are and was contained, among other things, certain 
other scandalous, impious, and blasphemous matter and 
things of the purport and effect following, to wit: 


** *'The Bible God says his people made him jealous, provoked him 
to anger, and now he will raise the mischief with them, for he de- 
clares his anger burns like hell. He will destroy them all “were it 
not that I feared the wrath of the enemy.” 

‘The almighty God afraid of his enemies! Can the human 
mind conceive of more horrid blasphemy? Can even a New Jer- 
sey Christian believe such stuff was ever inspired by a God? 

“ WHAT THE BIBLE REALLY TEACHES, 
* *'The Old Testament records for our instruction in morals the 
most foul and bestial instances of fornication, incest, and polyg- 
. amy, perpetrated by God's own pet saints, and the New Testa- 
` ment indorses these lecherous old wretches as examples for all good 
Christians to follow.’” 


And in another part of the aforesaid document there were 


and are contained, among other things, certain other scan- 


.dalous, impious, and blasphemous matter and things of the: 
‘purport and effect following, that is to-say : "i 
** Now, reader, take time and calmly think it over. A Jewish 


girl becomes the mother of God almighty—the mother of your God. 
The child of this young Jewess was God. Christ is God. God 


eried and screamed, squealed and kicked ; God flung about his lit- 
tle arms; God made aimless dashes into space with his little fists ; 
God stared foolishly at his own little toes; God smiled when he was 
comfortable and howled when pricked by a nasty pin; God was 
nursed at Mary's breast; God was wrapped in little diapers; God 
lay in a cradle and was rocked to sleep; God was quite sick when 
cutting his little teeth; God caught the measles, mumps, whooping 
cough, and scarlet fever; God learned to walk and often tumbled 
down, bumped his forehead, and made his little nose bleed; God 
was spanked when he was naughty, etc., etc. `: 


** Contrary to the form of the statute in such case made 
and provided and against the peace of this state, the govern- 
ment and dignity of the same. 

“ And the grand inquest aforesaid, upori their oath afore- 
said, do further present the said Charles B. Reynolds, late of 
the town of Boonton aforesaid, in the county of Morris 
aforesaid, on the 8th day of October, 1886, at township 
of Boonton aforesaid, and within the jurisdiction of 
this court, with force and arms disregarding the laws of the 
state, and profanely deriding and intending to bring the holy 
scriptures and the Christian religion into disbelief and con- 
tempt among the people of the state, unlawfully and wickedly 
‘did compose, print, and publish, and did cause and 
procure to be composed, printed, and published, & 
certain scandalous, impious, and blasphemous libel 
of and concerning God, and of and concerning the holy 
‘scriptures; and of and concerning the Christian religion, 
which libel is published and contained in a certain printed 
document, entitled ‘Blasphemy and the Bible,’ by Charles 
B. Reynolds, in which said libel so printed, published, and 


composed, and so caused and procured to be composed and 


printed and published as aforesaid by the said Charles B. 
Reynolds, the said Charles B. Reynolds did unlawfully blas- 
pheme the holy name of God by denying and contumeliously 


.reproaching his being and providence, and by contumeli- 


ously reproaching Jesus Christ and the Christian religion 
and the holy name of God. 

** In one part of which scandalous and blasphemous libel, 
among other things, there were and are contained certain 
scandalous, impious, and blasphemous matter, and things of 
and concerning God, and of and concerning his providence, 
according to the purport and effect following, to wit: 


“ ‘This Bible describes God as so loving that he drowned the 
whole world in his mad fury, because it was so much worse than he 


| (knowing all things?) ever supposed it could be. An all-wise, un- 


changeable God, who got out of patience with a world which was 
just what his own stupid blundering had made it, and knew no 
better way out of the muddle than to destroy it by drowning !! 

‘ And in another part of said libel there were and are con- 
tained certain scandalous, impious, and blasphemous matter, 
and things of and concerning God, of and concerning his be- 
ing, and of and concerning the holy scriptures, and of and 
concerning the Christian religion, and to the purport and 
effect following, to wit: 

`“ 'IThe Bible God says his people made him jealous, provoked him 
to anger, and now he will raise the mischief with them; for he de- 
clares his anger burns like hell. He will destroy them all “were it 
not that I feared the wrath of the enemy.” 

“‘The almighty God afraid of his enemies! Can the human 
mind conceive of more horrid blasphemy? Can even a New Jersey 
Christian believe such stuff was ever inspired by a God? 

“WHAT THE BIBLE REALLY TEACHES. 

* *'The Old Testament records for our instruction in morals the 
most foul and bestial instances of fornication, incest, and polyga- 
my, perpetrated by God’s own pet saints, and the New Testament 
indorses these lecherous old wretches as examples for all good 
Christians to follow. 

** And in another part of said libel there were and are con- 
tained scandalous, impious, and blasphemous matters and 
things of and concerning God, of and concerning his being 
and of and concerning the holy scriptures, and of and con- 
cerning the Christian religion, and to the purport and effect 


following, to wit: 


**Now, reader, take time and calmly think it over. A Jewish 
girl becomes the mother of God almighty—the mother of your God. 
The child of this Jewess was God. Christ is God. God cried and 
screamed, squealed and kicked ; God flung about his little arms: 


God made aimless dashes into space with his little fists ; God stared: 


foolishly at his own little toes; God smiled when he was comforta- 
ble and howled when pricked by a nasty pin ; God was nursed at 
Mary’s breast ; God was wrapped in little diapers; God lay in a 
cradle and was rocked to sleep; God was quite sick when cutting 
his little teeth ; God caught the measles, mumps, whooping cough, 
and scarlet fever ; God learned to walk, and often tumbled down, 
bumped his forehead, and made his little nose bleed ; God was 
spanked when he was naughty, etc., etc. 


** To the great scandal and contumelious reproach of God, 
his being and providence, and of Jesus Christ and the Chris- 
tian religion and the holy word of God, contrary to the form 


of the statute in such case made and provided, and against 


the peace of the state, the government and dignity of the 
same. Wiiarp W. Currer, Prosecutor, etc. 
This change of base on the part of the Christians 
of New Jersey is a complete surprise to Mr. Rey- 
nolds. When the fanatics of Boonton arrested him 
on July 28th, he was. indignant, and the most 
natural thing for him to do, it seemed, was to 
enlighten the people of that place as to what blas- 
phemy laws are, and as to who are the real blasphem- 
ers. The first was done by circulating a pamphlet 
upon blasphemy, in which was pointed out the uncon- 
stitutionality, the barbarism, and the foolishness of 
such laws; the second by another pamphlet showing 
that Christians and their Bible were the real blas- 
phemers, inasmuch as they ascribe to God sentiments, 
passions, and attributes which degrade him to the 
level of a Nero—an inhuman and bloodthirsty mon- 
ster. This pamphlet, called “Blasphemy and the 


* Bible,” shows that the Bible is God’s worst enemy, 
;| and. that, in circulating: the. book, Christians are de- 


stroying his good character. And this it is that 
makes the Christians of Morris county angry. Ow- 


ing to the stupidity of the complainant and the jus- 


tice who drew up the first complaint against Mr. 


Reynolds, the grand jury could find no ground for 
an indictment. 
not recollect enough of Mr. Reynolds's lecture to 
work upon. To be revenged, therefore, they pounced 
upon this pamphlet, and, selecting the passages 


quoted in the indictment, and without specifying the `. 


object of the pamphlet, they find a “true bill” 
against Mr. Reynolds. 
his tent are allowed to go free—the district attorney 


refusing to call even one of the long list of witnesses - 


Mr. Reynolds left with him for that purpose—while 
he is prosecuted upon a totally different charge, the 


obliging district attorney summoning some fifty. wit- 


nesses against him. This, we suppose, is a Christian 
conception of justice. 

The first notice Mr. Reynolds had that he.was in- 
dicted he read in the daily papers of this city on 


Wednesday, the 20th. He at once telegraphed to the - 


district attorney te know if this was so, if he was 
wanted to renew his bail, and the amount of bail 
required. To this the district attorney returned 
no answer. A personal call upon Mr. Cutler suc- 
ceeded better, and Friday, the 22d, Mr. Reynolds gave 
bail to appear on Monday, the 25th, to plead to the 
indictment. | Saturday Mr. Ingersoll telegraphed to 
the district attorney, but to this message no answer 
wasreturned. Mr. Ingersoll has but just undergone 


a surgical operation to remove an obstruction from: 


his throat, and under direction of his physicians must 
not speak above a whisper. The mere statement of 
these facts ought to hav been sufficient to secure an 
adjournment, but when Mr. Reynolds appeared in 
the court on Monday morning, and gave bail to appear 
for trial, Mr. Cutler moved that Wednesday, the 27th, 
be the day fixed. Mr. Reynolds told Judge Childs 
that it was impossible for his counsel to appear at 
that time. “That makes no difference,” said the 
judge; “get other counsel!’ And he persisted in 
setting the day for trial as Wednesday, the 27th, at 
half-past twelve. 

Morristown is as iodo a place as Boonton: and 
the ire of its inhabitants runs high against the Infidel. 
When Mr. Reynolds was distributing his pamphlets 
upon its streets he was threatened with arrest and 
ordered to stop by the marshal of the place. . What- 


ever jurymen are drawn from Morristown are likely 


to be intensely prejudiced against the defendant. 


One of the grand jury men who indicted Mr. Rey- 


nolds said to a Liberal of Boonton that Mr. Reynolds 
should if possible secure a change of venue and 
remove the trial to another county. “ He stands no 
chance in Morristown,” said the grand jury man. 
This seems to be the opinion of all the Christians of 
both Boonton and Morristown—that Mr. Reynolds is 
as good as convicted. In their imaginations they 
hav already heard the ruling of the judge that will 


force the j jury to convict; hav seen the jury rise and © 


say, “He is guilty ;” hav seen the officer remove the 
prisoner to the jail just back of the court house; hav 


heard the jailer’s harsh commands and the slam of 


the iron doors as the victim vanished from the sight 
of his friends—in their. imaginations they hav heard 
this, and then gone home and thanked God for his 
great mercy. 

Morristown is essentially a Christian town, and a 
sleepy one except when its people are mad. It is 
some thirty miles from New York, but a New Yorker 
going there imagins it to be a good deal farther 
away than that. It is a pretty place, up among 
the hills, and for this reason a good many New York 
business men liv there, coming in to business every 
day. Morristown makes a good bedchamber. The 
atmosphere is conduciv to sleep. A visitor feels as 
though he. were in a church or graveyard with a 
funeral under way. Outside of their religion the 
inhabitants. worship nothing so heartily as a lot of 
Revolutionary relics shelved and labeled in an old 
house where George Washington once made his head- 
quarters. A contemplation of ancient times just 
suits the Morristown folks, and if they could whip a 
few witches through the street or hang them to the 
liberty pole on the common their happiness would no 
doubt be greatly enhanced. It is a first-rate place 
for an Infidel who values his liberty to keep away 
from. . 

The physical -condition of Colonel Ingersoll pre- 
cluding the possibility of his undertaking to conduct 
the case, in which he would hav to talk perhaps for 
hours, other counsel were sought. Tuesday was 
spent by Mr. Reynolds in visiting the best lawyers of 


The witnesses they summoned could 


‘The malicious wreckers of ^ 


o 
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New Jersey, but not one was found who could attend 
to the matter. Charles Winfield, district attorney of 
-Jersey City, Judge Garrison, of the same place, and 
other distinguished legal lights, were offered retain- 
` ers, but to no avail. Tired, discouraged, wet from 
the constantly falling rain, and about half sick, Mr. 
Reynolds made up his mind that he would be pushed 
into jail before he was forty-eight hours older, and 
telegraphed to New York that the opinion of all the 
lawyers was that only Mr. Ingersoll himself could 
save him. : 
“Wednesday morning was rainy, and it was at great 


risk to himself that Colonel Ingersoll took an early 


‘train for Morristown, accompanied by Dwight Town- 
send, one of the prominent men of this city, An as- 


-sault and battery case occupied the attention of the 
court till nearly eleven, when Colonel Ingersoll rose 
and said he wanted to make a motion before the court 
The 
motion was that in view of the fact that only just 
then had he seen the indictment against Mr. Rey- 
nolds, and as last week he had had a surgical opera- 
tion performed upon his throat, so that until last 

‘Sunday he was able to speak only in a whisper, as 
his physician positivly forbade him to try any case 


in the case of the State against C. B. Reynolds. 


lest he should permanently lose his voice, as Mr. 


Reynolds was only notified on Monday of the time 
set for trial, and as he himself was not notified till 
Tuesday, when he at once used all possible endeavor 
to obtain other counsel, in which he failed, he desired 
that the case might stand over to the next term of 


court. 


The court asked what action the prosecutor pro- 
Mr. Cutler, after some 


posed to take in the matter. 
hesitancy, opposed. The court, with marked fair- 


: ness, said that though the court had always held 
that the employment of distinguished counsel whose 
time was generally occupied was no ground for 


a failure to comply with these provisions does not 
impair the marriage which has been contracted; it 
simply subjects the delinquent parties to a penalty. 


But the words of the contracting parties must be of. 


present force and operation. These conditions were 
all fulfilled in the contract between Mr. Walker and 
Miss Harman, and though he has denied that any cere- 
mony was performed, the record disproves his asser- 
tion. The following. is the official account of the 
* autonomistie marriage” taken from Lucifer : 


“E. C.»Walker, as one of the contracting parties, made the 
following statement : 


“¢This is a time for clear, frank statement. While regarding all 
public marital ceremonies a8 essentially and ineradicably indeli- 
cate, a pandering to the morbid, vicious, and meddlesome element 
in human nature, I consider this form the least objectionable. 

**T abdicate in advance all the so-called “ marital rights " with 
which this public acknowledgment of our relationship may invest 
me. Lillian is and will continue to be as free to repulse any and 
all advances of mine as she has been heretofore. In joining with 
mo in this love and labor union, she has not alienated a single nat- 
ural right. She remains sovereign of herself, as I of myself, and 
we severally and together repudiate all powers legally conferred 
upon husbands and wives, 

*tInlegal marriage, woman surrenders herself to the law and 
to her husband, and becomes a vassal. Here it is different—Lillian 
is now made free. 

““¢Tn brief, and in addition : Icheerfully and distinctly recognize 
this woman's right to the control of her own person; her right and 
duty to retain her own name; her right to the possession of all 
property inherited, earned, or otherwise justly gained by her; her 
equality with me in this copartnership; my responsibility to her as 
regards the care of offspring, if any, and her paramount right to 
the custody thereof should any unfortunate fate dissolve this union. 
And now, friends, a few words especially to you. This wholly pri- 
vate compact is here announced, not because I recognize that you, 


or society at large, or the state, hav any right to inquire into or de- 


termin our relations to each other, but simply as & guarantee to 


Lillian of my good faith toward her. And to this I pledge my honor.’ 


“ Lillian Harman then responded as follows: 


“tT do not care to say much; actions speak more clearly than 
words, often, I enter into this union with Mr. Walker of my own 
free will and choice, and I agree with the views of my father and 
of Mr. Walker, as just expressed. I make no promises that it may 
become impossible or immoral for me to fulfil, but retain the right 


to act, always, a8 my conscience and best judgment shall dictate. 
I retain, also, my full maiden name, as I am sure it is my duty to do. 


** * With this understanding, I giv to him my hand in token of my 


trust in him and of the fidelity to truth and honor of my intentions 
toward him.’ l 


© Then Mr. Harman said: 


adjournment, this case seemed different. Counsel had 
evidently made every endeavor to procure other dis- 
tinguished counsel and under the circumstances he 
would rule that the defendant could not be deprived 
of his constitutional right to counsel of his -own 
selection, and he would, therefore, order the case 

` adjourned to the next term, the third Tuesday in 
January. 

Bail having been renewed by Edwin Worman, Mr. 
Reynolds was at liberty to shake the mud of New 
Jersey from his feet once more, and he returned to 
New York. 

And so the battle is still to be fought. It is very 
evident that the desire of the people of Boonton and 
Morristown is that Mr. Reynolds shall be placed be- 

`` hind prison bars as speedily as possible, and, had the 
court not taken the sensible and humane ground it 


and as her highest judgment may dictate.’ 
** Then followed the usual congratulations." . 


1886, of the common calendar.” 


is no doubt. 


Divorce, sec. 85). 


** Ag the father and natural guardian of Lillian Harman I 
hereby giv my consent to this union. I do not “giv away the 
bride," as I wish her to be always the owner of her person, and to 
be free always to act according to her truest and purest impulses, 


In the introduction to this, it is called the “ civil 
compact entered into between Lillian Harman and 
Edwin C. Walker, on Sunday, the 19th of September, 


That this marriage is good at common law there 
Marriage being clearly intended, any 
stipulations inconsistent with the law are simply 
void. An agreement to liv together for life will suf- 
fice (Roche vs. Washington, 19 Indiana Rep. 58, 57), 
though so extended an agreement is not necessary, as 
the law may allow divorce (Stewart’s Marriage and 
The only question is whether the 


did, he would undoubtedly at the present time be a 


convicted prisoner, doing hard labor in a peniten- 
tiary. Mr. Reynolds’s reliance must be upon the 
ability of his counsel and the fairness of the court, 
and not upon any merciful public sentiment of the 
people of Morris county. . The rabble cry, “ Crucify 
- him! crucify him!” 
—— 9 — — —— 
The Kansas Arrests. 


In another column will be found a letter from J 
E. C. Walker bearing slightly upon the subject of Hi 
recent marriage to Lillian Harman, and bearing dow 
a good deal upon the much-belectured editor of Tu 
Trura Serger. Mr. Walker misconstrues the lan- 
guage used a week or two since by Tae Teora 
Sexxer, and brings in issues in no wise parallel to his 
case. Upon these he has wasted a good deal of un- 
necessary indignation. . 

The position of Mr. Walker and Miss Harman, as 
we learn by Lucifer, is that they are married, as sol- 

j idly as anyone, and that they had a natural and legal 
right te marry as they chose. In taking this posi- 
tion they place themselvs upon firm ground. In the 
United States a general common law prevails which 
bases marriage upon contract, upon the present mu- 
tual consent of the parties, and no special forms are 
necessary to its validity. If a man and woman, by 
words of present import, promis and agree with each 
other to be husband and wife, the contract and the 
resulting status of marriage are perfected. It is not 
necessary for a magistrate or any officer of the state 
to be present—even witnesses are not necessary— 

neither is it necessary that the woman assume the 
man’s name. "Whenever certain preliminary steps, 
such as license, notice, and the like, are prescribed by 


| judge, justice of the peace, or licensed 


statute—so runs the ponderous legal statement— | tion by word of present assent. . . 


statutes of Kansas made the marriage void. Those 
laws are as follows: Chap. 61, sec. 1, Compiled Laws 
of Kansas: The marriage contract is to be consid- 
ered in law as a civil contract, to which the consent 
of the parties is essential and the marriage cere- 
mony may be regarded as a civil ceremony or a relig- 
ious sacrament ; but the marriage relation shall only 
be_entered into, maintained, or abrogated as—p 
vided bylaw. Sec. 12 of same chapter provides that: 
* Any persons living together as maa and wife within this 
state without being married shall be deemed guilty of a mis- 
demeanor, and, on conviction thereof, shall be fined in a 
sum not less than five hundred nor more than one thousand 
doliars, or be imprisoned in the county jail not less than 
thirty days, nor more than three months.” 

Sec. 5 provides a form of license to be issued bý 
the probate judges, and sec. 10 provides thate 
preacher of 
the gospel may perform the marriage ceremony, and 
for the return of a certificate thereof to the probate 
judge granting the license. Sec. 4 provides that “if 
any person empowered by law to join others in mar- 
riage shall marry any person before a license, issued 
by the probate judge-of the proper county, under his 
official hand and geal, be produced, he shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor,” ete. Nowhere 
does the statute expressly prescribe that a marriage 
shall be void for non-compliance with any of these 
sections. 

Upon the question, in the absence of decisions of 
Kansas courts, we hav as authority the decision in 
the case of Meister vs. Moore, 96 United States Rep., 
79. In that case the court held as follows: 

“ No doubt a statute may take away a common law right, 
but there is always a presumption that the law has no such 
intention, unless it be plainly expressed. A statute may de- 
clare that no marriages shall be valid unless they are solem- 
nized in a prescribed manner, but such an enactment is a 
very different thing from a law requiring all marriages to be 
entered into in the presence of a magistrate or a clergyman, 
or that it be preceded by a license or publication of banns, or 
be attested by witnesses. Such formal provisions may be 
considered as merely directory, instead of being treated as 
destructiv of a common-law right to form the marriage rela- 
Whatever direc- 


tions they may giv respecting its formation or solemnization, 
courts hav usually held & marriage good at common law to 


be good notwithstanding the statutes, unless they contain 


express words of nullity." 


Since Mr. Walker wrote the article which appears 


in this issue he has been before a Kansas court, and : 


the decision of the judge sustains this view of the case. 
The judge held that should either Mr. Walker or 
Miss Harman marry again they could be prosecuted 
for bigamy, but yet held that they can be punished 
for having lived together without first obtaining & 
license and then being married by some one legally 
authorized to perform the ceremony. This is no 
doubt law, but the inflietion of the penalty for violat- 
ing the law as to licenses does not affect the validity 
of the marriage. The parties to the marriage now 
claim that they hav not violated a Kansas law. In the 
trial before Judge Crosier, Mr. Harman said, in 
answer to a question put by the statels attorney :. 

“ I am the father and only living parent of Lillian Harman, 
one of the defendants. She will be seventeen years old in 
December next. Edwim C. Walker, the other defendant, is 
associated with me in editing the paper called Lucifer. I 
was present at the autonomistic marriage of these two per- 
sons on the 19th of September, and gave my consent thereto. 
There was no magistrate, clergyman, or other officer of 
church or state present. Not having any use for church or 
state officials none such had been summoned or invited. . The 
parties married themselvs in their own way, retaining or 
recognizing all that we deem good in marriage, as commonly 
understood, and eliminating that which we deem immoral, 
or that which may in the future result in immorality. There 
was no license from probate court exhibited on this occa- 
sion. We regard the license and civil officer as non-essential 
to marriage—that these formalities are directory to the 
officers and not prohibitory as against us. We claim that we 
hav violated no law of Kansas.” "m 

As this seemed to be a change of base, the district- . 
attorney asked Mr. Walker how long since he made 
that claim.. The attorney for Mr. Walker objected to 
this question, and the court sustained the objection. 
In Lucifer, however, Mr. Harman explains the posi- 
tion of the parties in this wise: . 

* We hav said that we ignore the technicalities of the 
statute law in this matter, claiming, as we do, that ‘ mar- 
riage is a civil contract, in which the consent of the parties is 
essential,' as stated by the statute itself; and as nothing else 
is stated to be essential we legitimately infer that nothin; 
else is essential to marriage in Kansas. To vindicate an 
maintain principles we may ¿n future find it necessary to 
disobey and even to defy statute law, às Abolitionists dis- 
obeyed and defied statute law, but we do not think this 
alternativ has yet been presented to us." 

Under instructions of the judge the jury found the 
defendants guilty. Sentence was reserved, and 
meantime the proper steps are being taken to carry 
the case to the Supreme Court of Kansas. 

As the marriage is acknowledged by all parties, in- 
cluding the court, to be a perfectly valid marriage, 
the question resolves itself to this: Should Mr. 
Walker and Miss Harman be punished for not get- 
ting a license and being married in the regular way? 
This is answered by common law and common sense 
in the negativ. Marriage, in this country, is, as we 
hav pointed out, distinctly and solely a civil contract, 
The decision of all the courts are to this effect, in- 
eluding the United States Supreme Court. The New 
York courts hav repeatedly decided in this way. 
Even in Rhode Island, one of the most conservativ of 
states, in a case argued by General Butler, the court 
held marriage to be merely a civil contract, to which 
not even vibus were necessary. In the case of 
Leo Miller and Mattie Strickland the Supreme Court ' 
of Michigan affirmed the lower court's decision 
(under which the parties were imprisoned) upon 
a technical error, not upon the merits of the case. 
Miller was his own counsel, and had the proverbial 
i Had he properly put the records of the case 
before the Supreme Court, the lawyers of Michigan 
aspert that the decision would hav been reversed. 
The action of the Kansas judge is morally tyranni- 
al and indefensible. In an appeal to the publie Mr. 
Walker and Miss Harman state very clearly the 
position they hold. They say: 

* We claim that the agreement of a man and woman to liv 
together as husband and wife, and their so living together as 
husband and wife, constitutes a valid marriage, all licenses, 
ceremonies, etc., etc., being non-essetifidis. From the 
directory gjatutes we appeal to natural rights, to the com- 
mon law, to decisions of higher courts, all of which run. 
parallel with our Ine of defense.” 


In this claim the defendants are in the right, the 
law clearly allows it, and if the court does not so 
award it,upon the officers of the court, not upon 
the defendants, will rest the responsibility of sus- 
taining what they call immorality. If the judges of 
Kansas desire to preserve the “peace and dignity. of 
the state" they will promptly decree that E. C.. 
Walker and Lillian Harman are married as solidly as 
if they had signed a marriage certificate, declare their 
arrests illegal, and do what they can to repair the 
gross injustice perpetrated upon them. Such actions 
as those of the complainants and persecutors in this 
case do more to bring law into contempt than all that 
Mr. Walker and Miss Harman could say in a life- 
time. If Mr. Walker had taken the pains, in his first 
brief note to us, to giv all the facts in their case, his 
indignant letter, and all the subsequent discussion, 
would hav been unnecessary. When all these facts 
are known there cannot be two opinions among law- 
abiding and liberty-loving people. i 
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. — Ketters from friends. 


SnovomisH City, Wasa. TER., Oct. 8, 286. 
Mx. Eprror: Inclosed find $10.50—$10 for five new sub- 
_ Scribers, papers to be sent as per inclosed list, and 25 cents 
to pay for the TRuTB SEEKER ANNUAL you sent me last 
winter. 
I find this a very Liberal community, and all necessary to 
organize a union here is an organizer. The five subscribers 
I send you are in favor of the illustrations; so keep on with 
‘the good work. f J. S8. MARTIN. 


Darras, Tzx., Oct. 11, 1886. 
Mz. EnrroR: Yesterday, in the Dallas Opera House, Mr. 
W. S. Bell, of Chicago, delivered to an attentiv audience 
his lecture upon ‘ Individuality.” It was given under the 
auspices of the Secularists of this place. Mr. Bell’s exposition 
of his position on the subject had the true logical ring about 
it, as was attested ‘by the frequent applause of his hearers. | 
From here Mr. Bell went to Waco, via Fort Worth, where 
he will remain a few days maturing plans for a thorough 

campaign in this state. Go. CRETIEN, 
Secretary Dallas Secular Society, No. 810 Main street. 


AXTELL, KAN., Sept. 25, 1886. 
Mz. Eprtor: I desire a few words regarding the orthodox 
churches. They hav, in the opinion of many Liberals. 
struck upon a capital plan to check the Freethought wave 
that is now passing over the world. And-their plan, un- 
doubtedly, is to publish Freethought-Anarchistic journals ; 
and if the Liberals do not thoroughly understand their 
scheme of Freethought-freelove-Anarchistic journals, the 
orthodox will surely succeed. A Liberal, after reading the 
Word, of Princeton, Mass., or Lucifer, of Valley Falls, Kan., 
would naturally exclaim, **If that is what Freeethought is 

coming to, I do not want any!” Tuos. E. Cone. 


Grann Rarrips, Mion., Oct. 18, 1886. 

. Mn. Eprror: F hav been reading Mr. Reynolds’s article in 
True TaurH SEEKER of October 16th. I must say that good 
and noble man is doing more for the human race than all the 
priests hav ever done in past or present. I hope the time is 
not far distant when the people will acknowledge him as 
their leader, and Secularism as their savior; as these, and 
these alone, can only work true righteousness among the 
people. If the people of New Jersey would invite him to 
` come among them, and discard their hireling priests, they 
would work a lasting benefit to themselvs and the world at 
large. Yours for good to the whole human race. 

CHARLES SAOB. 


CLAYTONIA, CoL., Oct. 11, 1886. 

Mr. Epıror: Inclosed please find 75 cents, for which send 
me Tug TgRurH SEEKER for three months. In that time I 
hope I shall hav money enough to spare for one year’s sub- 
scription. 

My attention was called to your position on the industrial 
question by G. W. Brown, M.D., who bewailed your 
liberal position in that respect, at the same time praising the 
editor of the Ironclad Age for his illiberal sentiments regard- 
ing Anarchy and Socialism. Now, I utterly fail to see any 
liberality in the article in the Jronclad Age quoted by Brown, 

. M.D., except in Billingsgate and misrepresentation. In that 
respect it is a little more than liberal—it is extravagant! 
But I must thank the M.D. for letting me know of one Lib- 
eral editor who thinks more of truth and justice than of his 
pocket-book ! Tuorsus RiNpEN, Miner. 


DoxrEsrowN, Pa., Oct. 18, 1886. 
Msz. Eprror: Inclosed find $3.00 for renewal of my sub- 
'scription and 80 cents for three copies of Colonel Ingersoll's 
speech in the telegraph suit. I hav read with interest your 
editorials on the subject of Anarchy, and think you are mak- 
ing a sorry mess of the business. I take it that what your 
dissenting patrons would like you to explain, and quit dodg- 
ing so industriously, is whether you are in favor of free 

speech when it advocates murder, arson, or theft. l 

Yours, ete., Frank R. Harr. 
[A man has a perfect right, under the Constitution, to ad- 
vocate murder, arson, and theft; but if murder, arson, or 
theft follow from, and as a result of, his advocacy; tlien he 
is held'as an accessory and accomplice, and is punished ac- 
cordingly; and such punishment is, in our opinion, exceed- 
ingly just. A man who induces another to commit a crime 
is particeps criminis. Such is what our Constitution means in 
guaranteeing free speech, with responsibility for its abuse. 
If this is a ** sorry mess,” the founders of the Republic are 

to blame, not the undersigned. —Ep. T. S.] 


- l Sr. STEPHEN, N. B., Oct. 9, 1886. 
Mr. Epitor: Inclosed find $5, which you will please giv 
me credit for on account of Taz TRUTH SEEKER., I hav now 
read it for over a year, and could no more think of doing 
without it than without food. I admire the illustrations 
very much. When THE TRUTH SEEKER comes to the print- 
ing office where I am foreman, the wrapper is generally re- 
moved from it without my help, and not only the editor takes 
a glance at the pictures, and also at the liberal bill of fare 
which reaches me weekly, but numerous visitors of the or- 
thodox kind, including a Methodist preacher, who says that 
he used to get it years ago. It evidently did not do him 
much good—not as much as, I am glad to say, its perusal 
has done me. For twenty years I-was a member of the Pres- 
byterian church, but for the last year I hav withdrawn from 
it, and, with my wife and family (thirteen of us, all told), go 
to the Unitarian-Universalist church. If the mass of man- 
kind would only read Tue TRurH SEEKER, and do a little 
thinking for themselvs, what a depletion would take place in 
the ranks of the Christian church! J. C. HENRY. 


_Kirxsvitts, Mo., Oct. 5, 1886. 
Mr. Eprrog: I thought I would pen a few lines at this 
time concerning the state of affairs here among the Liberals. 
Many years ago we organized a Liberal society, embracing 
Spiritualists and other Liberals; and in 1883.we reorganized 
under the state law;- yet over a year ago we suspended our 
meetings; and when they will resume I cannot tell. The 
only cause I can giv for suspension is poverty among its 
members, a few having to bear the whole expense for hall- 
rent and speakers. We hav had nearly all the most noted 
public speakers of the country here belonging to the Liberal 


ranks, male and female, Spiritualistic and Materialistic, 


besides others with not so wide a reputation, yet good. Last 
Sunday evening a good audience listened to W. S. Bell in the 
Opera Hall on ** Liberty and Morality," a discourse embrac- 
ing two important points affecting the welfare of humanity. 
Mr. Bell handled the subject well, and brought to light many 
truths unthought of before by many. Mr. Bell should be 
kept continually employed, and he should be properly remu- 
nerated, for he is doing good work. Wy. Harr. 


Corrax, Wasa. TER.; Oct. 5, 1986. 

Mz. "Bonos: Inclosed please find $1.50, for which send 
me Miss Wixon's romance, ‘‘ All in a Lifetime.” 

We do so much enjoy reading Tux TRUTH SEEKER, as well 
as all other good Freethought literature. Living as we do so 
far from lectures, conventions, etc.; the reading of them some- 
times almost makes us envious. I hope the time is not far 
distant when your stirring lecturers will find their way as far 
west as we liv. Our young son, aged twenty, thinks if 
Helen Gardener would deliver only one lecture in Colfax she 
would certainly settle or badly cripple all the churches here. 
It does look as though Freethought argument, such as we 
are receiving now in such abundance, would convince every 
thougbtful mind. And it is having its effect, and that right 
in the churches. They begin to feel that the club of fear 

they hav so long wielded with such an A nidpacing hand is fast 
slipping from them. 

Mr. Putnam's tour in the West was highly entertaining. 
And the pictures in Taz TRUTH SEEKER are amusing as well 
as instructiv; whole volumes contained in some of them. 

Kare P. WorrAnD. 


O’Brien, Fra., Sept. 19, 1880. 

Mz. Eprron: Find inclosed $1 for ‘‘The Brain and the 
Bible," by Edgar C. Beall. 

A great amount of capital is being made out of the earth- 
quake shock here. Not satisfied with that, the preacher has 
offered up a prayer that another may come and destroy one- 
half of the sinners so he can convert the other half; and all 
who are left of the other half unconverted he could look 
down and smile upon in hell. This minister, the Rev. Castle- 
bary, can shout likea demon when he gets warmed up. He 
has plenty of cheek, too, and if the report be true, as is gen- 
erally believed in this place, he has been unduly intimate 
with the deacon's daughter, and would not marry her as her 
mother wished him to. 

A preacher in Atlanta, Ga., , from the North, wrote to the 
Michigan Christian Advocate that the South could not part 
with the negro. He was advancing and would yet possess 
the land “ the Lord thy God giveth thee”—quoting scripture. 
Thatis a good way to sow seeds for a war between the 
black and white, teaching that the Lord delivered the negro 
from slavery; thatthe whole South is theirs by inheritance, 
and that the white man is keeping from him what rightfully 
belongs to the negro. That is a good way, too, to perpetuate 
a hatred between the races. No wonder a negro will not 
pay a white man a debt if he can avoid it. They will take 
the South as the Israelites did the land of Canaan. Such 
teaching as that is what has made a hell on earth for hun- 
dreds of years. E. H. CAMERON. 


. Marion, N. Y., Oct. 17, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: Here is a draft on the First National Bank 
of Palmyra for $5—$3 for Taz TaurH SEEkER for another 
year, and $2 for our friend, Mr. C. B. Reynolds, to help buy 
freedom in this blessed free country. I wrote him a letter 
soon after the affair at Boonton, promising to help him, and I 
hope that every Liberal will do all in his power toward the 
cause of individual freedom. Mr. Reynolds pitched his tent 
in this village last summer under very discouraging circum- 
stauces. Only a few dared assert their views on account of 
family jars sure to follow. No one was here to offer him the 
hospitality of a home, and while the village was full of 
sacred loafers, delegates to a Sunday-school convention, 
sponging their living from private families, Mr. Reynolds 
had to stop at a hotel. He worked hard here and made 
several friends—one, at least, that is willing to help him. 
Among the sixteen to twenty Sunday-school sacred loafers 
not one dared to face him in debate. What a valiant host 
the Lord Jesus will hav to lead to conquer the world! Mrs. 
Reynolds, too, made some very fine points in her evening 
discourse; bore rather hard on Uncle Abe and Mr. Lot. 

Now, Mr. Editor, keep right on, and don’t mind what some 
old moss-backs say. Speak your mind freely, and if we don’t 
all agree on important events that are taking place, we can’t 
afford to giv up a good paper on that account. I am a New 
England mechanic. JI fully agree with your editorial about 
the Chicago men, as do four-fifths of the laboring classes. 
If it is right to hang these men, is it not just as fair to hang 
a manufacturer for putting up machinery that kills men? I 
hav seen men crushed to death, caught in heavy gearing, or 
wound up in belts and fast revolving pulleys. No one to 
blame. The religious press hav roared for these men’s lives, 
and the capitalist press hav followed. I belong to no labor 
organization or secret society, but I do belong to the party 
that has reason and justice for its motto. 

You may count on me for a life subscriber. 


that the illustrations should be continued. I enjoy & good 


I am satisfied | 


laugh, and I always smile ** out loud” when I look at them. 
I found Tux TRUTH SEEKER in poor company last. w3ek—in 
between the New York Christian Advocate and the Northern 


Advocate, I wish Watson Heston could get up a picture en-- 

titled ** Talmage’s Workshop "—building boats after Noah’s ~ 
When I read his sermons I think of what the New. ` 
York Sun said of him, a few years ago—that there were — 


patent. 


boys in New England twelve years old who knew more of. 
grammar than the Rev. Talmage. 
plenty of that age who hav more good, hard, sound sense 
than this sacred idiotical actor. JosEePH E. Coy.: 


SHawano, Wis., Oct. 10, 1886. 

Mz. Eprrou: We had Remsburg for three of his sledge- 
hammer lectures lasí month, which were the first Liberal 
lectures ever given here. They gave great satisfaction to 
large audiences, one including the Methodist preacher, who 
set an example of liberality that most church-members dare 
not follow. 'Two or three little things happened that go to 
show how afraid Christians are to hav people hear Liberal 
lectures, and get some glimpses of truth, which they never 
getinthe church. Notice was given in the local papers and 
by handbills that the lectures would be free; but it was re- 


ported that this was a dodge to get people into Music Hall,- 


when an admission would be demanded for lights and hall 
rent. This kept several away from the first lecture. l 

Old Sol Stevens, who is noted for honesty and a good deal 
of good common-sense, but, unfortunately, cannot read, 


asked a good Christian lady friend (he won't tell her name) , 


what the handbills were, and what the lectures were to be 
about,.and she told him, ‘‘ Oh! it's nothing but some old 
Spiritualist, and you don't want to go near him." 

.* Ah! indeed,” he replied, “ if that is so, I shall go any 
how, for I hav heard you say so much against Spiritualism 
that I want to hear what can be said for it,” and he went. 
The next day old Sol was heard to remark, using his favorit 
cuss words: ‘“ Why, condemn it! they tried to keep me 
away, but I wouldn't hav missed them three lectures for $5, 
although I didn't hear a word about Bpiritualism, one way 
nor t’other.” 

Because Mayor Breed presided at one of the meetings, and 
introduced the lecturer, it is to be used by the pious saints ag 
a cudgel against him in running for a county office. Such 


is the liberality of the creed-bound. One of the local papers ` 


that had given notice of the lectures virtually apologized in 
an attempted criticism, and the other one failed to get up 
courage enough to refer to them at all,as the editor could 
not say à word, in truth, against anything that was said. 
Remsburg is an electric light in the Liberal cause. 
i W. S. Woo». 
Liscors, ILL., Sept. 25, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: I would like to say a word to our friends. 
I was just thinking of ‘‘ then and now.” j 
the forties that, as a boy, I used, in Ohio, to sit on a 
puncheon slab seat and listen to various peripatetic Bible 
whangers. With gyrating hands they held poor ignorant 
sinners over hell—glowing with livid fire and smelling of 
brimstone. They poured in the fuel with agility, fairly by: 
wholesale, until the weak-minded trembled and wondered 
how such oratory and knowledge could be handled by one 
man. It appears to me now that the wholesale trade in 
brimstone has declined; the big venders hav, in a measure, 
gone out. There is as much sulphur in the old mine as ever 
—it is full of damnation—but the vender is becoming a dap- 
per little cuss; a society lady's man; a dear lover of ease 
and nice place. He dresses pretty and uses perfumery; he 
gets off a lot of stuff. “airy nothings,” for which dupes pay 
a big price. This is a blight on the age! Children raised on 
such stuff are weaklings, and when manhood and woman-. 
hood come they are slaves to fear. Oh, how contemptible 
toa thinking, reasoning man! It is my hope that the char- 
acter of a peoples’ religion does change with the advanced 
ideas of thinkers and reasoners on science and nature. It 
appears that man is destined to be cursed with some kind of 
a delusion; he will stand in awe of mystery, and if reason 
and intelligence advance we may hope that “ man’s worship 
of the unknown” will be cursed with less bigotry and 
greater freedom. I think Infidels and Freethought people 
may take courage. One of our greatest fights is, and will be, 
to preserve the public schools from the bane of the ‘“ Bible 
in the schools.” Our hope is strengthened by the fact that 
the burning jealousy existing between Christian sects will 
not permit the reading of the“ holy scriptures” to children 
by any teacher not recognized as standard in the orthodoxy 
of the parents. A Presbyterian would never consent to the 
Bible being read to his children by a Methodist teacher. An 
idea might be suggested, even by emphasis, that would not 


be ** the doctrin” of Presbyterianism. This is a wholesome ` 
feature for Freethinkers ; while the denominations quarrel the ~ 


Bible is kept out. (Let us pray !) Sto Hyoum. 


. PALATKA, FLA., Oct. 11, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: When I read Truesdell’s tirade in tlie issue 
of October 9th, I was amazed that you had printed it, not 
because he ‘‘ sat upon you”—for a thousand of his weight 
could not crush you—but I wondered at your giving it room, 
solely because of its puerility and utter waut of either a 
material fact or a scintillation of logical acumen. You hav 
answered it well. In fact, the only way it can be answered 
as a whole. And you also do well to leave the matter with 
** the common sense of your readers,” and for one I would 
say that if they do not sit upon Mr. Truesdell in sufficient 
numbers to make him squeal, you had better wind up the 
affairs of the Truth Seeker Co. at once, for then it will be 


abundantly evidenced that its propaganda has been for 


naught. Unless at least nine-tenths of your subscribers of à 
years standing, or more, accept your definition of Free- 
thought (as quoted by Truesdell), and which he asserts as 


Certainly, there .are: 


It was way backin. 


' could be had on the subject. Cannot some cheap mode be 


. . his belief, that “not one Liberal in a hundred can be found 
. who understands it [Freethought] as you do," Tug TRUTH 
> SEEKER is neither educational nor influential, and you are 
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wasting you valuable time and talents on a forlorn hope, and 


" I should recommend you to go into politics, or raising pota- 
` toes at the old homestead. ? l 


This very sentence` of yours that Truesdell criticises so 
severely will some day (after, maybe, you dre gone hence) 
be nailed to the masthead of the. old ship (sheet) of which 
you are now the skipper, as the best formulation of Free- 
thought possible. 

‘It would be a matter of interest, and the knowledge would 
be valuable, if an expression of every one of you readers 


devised whereby it could be obtained? If every Freethinker 


: could lav the opportunity of voting yea or nay upon the 


proposition that ** Freethought stands for [or ought to stand 


"d for] absolute freedom of thought, of speech, of publication 
_ upon any and every subject on earth,” and, at least, three- 


fourths of the returns were not ‘‘ yea," I should lose all hope 


of righteousness ever prevailing on the planet we occupy. 


Lovis Morris. | 


ANDovzEz, Kax., Sept. 20, 1886. 

Mx. Eprror: Please excuse delay in my renewal. I hav 
been waiting patiently on one new subscriber, and inclosed 
you will tind two new ones. . I hav taken your paper since 
March last, and must say that it shall be a welcome visitor in 
my house. The pictures were a surprise to me somewhat, 
but after recovering my equilibrium, I came to the same 
conclusion as my friends here, who say they are only 
““imaginary.” Well, the pictures of Jesus Christ nailed on 
ihe cross, healing the sick, and raising the dead, or of the 
finding of Moses in the bulrushes, the children of Israel in 
the Red Sea, and a great many more such pictures as are 


: represented by religionists, are only imaginary. The first 


Signs we had of those mythical pictures appeared in the 
second century. In an argument with a Methodist superin- 
tendent as to the divinity of John the Baptist, I contend- 
ed that he was begotten on the same identical plan tbat 
Christ was—-that is, the Angel Gabriel being connected with 
the whole affair. He contended that I was sadly mistaken, 
and believed that John was begotten by a natural father, and 
that Christ was begotten by the Archangel; and he knew, as 
he had made it his constant study, besides sixteen years’ ser- 


- vice as superintendent. Having an argument with another 


gentleman, he contended that the time was when people 


- were badly priest-ridden, and were willing to yield to any of 


their desires, and to dispute one was sin and blasphemy; and 
some were so credulous that they believed the priests could 
strike them dead by the power of heaven. I asked him 
if he did not think we were pretty badly ridden yet by so- 
called men of God, and he admitted that we were. 

I hav been reading about two and a half years both ancient 


"and modern history. The Bible was my first work, and I 


must say Iliad not gone a great way till I made up my mind 
that if there was somé infinit being who did pay due regard 


- to all mankind, he certainly never was guilty of such gross 


misrepresentations. The first account we hav of the human 
race and date with authority was in Greece, when they re- 
corded their first Olympian games, and that was 776 years be- 
fore Christ; and these were in honor of their god Apollo. 
Now, we find in Exodus xxv, the description, continuing to 


` the end of that book, of a being or box manufactured by the 


Jews, and upon that rests all the acts and tyrannies con- 
tained in the old Bible, and I am not sure but the New Tes- 
tament is based upon that same being. It sounded very 
much like it when Iread it. Besides, I will challenge the 
Christian gentleman to prove the contrary. Now, compar- 
ing the Bible with history, I find that they concur with 
each other in regard to the numerous gods which every na- 
tion had and worshiped. A. H. Worr. 


Lexineron, KY., Sept. 24, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: I send a Mosaic (not Moses), though I dread 
the waste basket. I hav no admiration for a general who 
had no authority over his soldiers without % “ thus saith the 
Lord" tacked to his commands. Napoleon, Cesar, and 
Grant needed no such expressions—gained the love of armies 
without resorting to such expedients. The necessity of using 
such arts betrays only the weakness of a military commander. 
Victory follows only bravery, numbers, and disciplin. The 
invincible courage of the gladiators who formed the body 
guard of Cesar made him successful. Machiavel taught 
that religion should be recognized by all governments, 
which was paying the human race a poor compliment. 
Would Cromwell’s influence so soon hav died out had it been 


- founded simply upon the principles of justice and liberty? 


Late writers intimate that religion has formed the strongest 
of all bonds of union. If so, then the credit belongs alone to 
the philosophical ideas incorporated with it, the golden sen. 
timents of Stoics and Platonists, which constitute the chief 
beauty of the Christian system. "The fanaticism clinging 
thereto is never relied upon, except by money-making rulers 
and priests, and when it dies away it leaves the masses where 
it found them, devoid of solace and improvement. Shall we 
ever know how much the gentle Sbakspere has taught us in 
his bible, which has occupied hours which might otherwise 
hav been filled with ignorant pastime and crime—the heav- 
enly Burns which makes so beautiful the path of honor and 
truth ? : ` 

Let us not despair of the world, so easily can we expose 
the arts of priests and Prohibitionists, who are, no doubt, in- 
tent upon government founded upon church power. Rest 
not, friends of liberty, till this serpent is crushed. His 
breath pollutes the land. While I am now writing a- pale- 
faced man is hovering near the porch. He wants THE TRUTH 
SEÉKER. _ But a stronger arm reached first and obtained it. 
Icannot supply the demand for this kind of reading. If I 


had a few tracts I could obtain access to corner stores and 
leave them—the laborers carry it along so gingerly when 
they obtain one. Who shall decry woman, and her works, 
when they behold the noble stand taken by Mrs. Parsons in 
favor of mental liberty ? 

The noble patriots who hav risked their lives for the cause 
of freedom should be defended, their plans modified without 
obscuring or blotting out the glorious, burning central 
thoughts, which yet are to be factors in an improved civili- 
zation. If there is a true antidote to monopolism, think 
twice before you cast it into oblivion. I pity the Catholics as 
much as I blame them. A priest from the South told me 
lately that he was in despair, had nothing to liv for, and still 
he would rather cut his own throat than toleave the true 
church. Oh, think of it! the Protestants and Catholics hav 
possession of our children! There are lecturers in plenty for 
adults, but who is collecting the children to teach them 
pleasant truths, presenting facts and illustrations? We are 
blessed with good writers. Our noble and honored John 
Peck, and our “Si” (Si Slokum), our grand and useful 
Juliet, our transcendent Watson Heston. But I will weary 
you no longer. f ALHAZA. 


Fuourawp, D. T., Sept. 24, 1886. 

Mr. Epitor: An earnest reader of Your paper would be 
pleased for a short space to express a few random thoughts. 
It is just as natural to hav camp-meetings out here, where the 
whistling blizzard howls, as in the far East, and in the course 
of one in an adjoining town a revivalist said to & Christian 
lady, ‘‘Go down among the crowd and. beg of them to-for- 
sake sin and seek Jesus." The lady replied, ** I do not.be- 
lieve in that way of saving sinners.” In a moment the di- 
vine was down on his knees praying for the Lord to remove 
her from the way, by death, if not otherwise, and ended up 
ih this wise, * O Lord, remove the dry bones from the path." 
Shade of immortal Moses! giv us another shower of manna. 
When will Christian tyranny cease? When will these the- 
ological gibcats quit heaping such stupendous insults upon 
an intelligent people? How long shall brazen hypocrisy and 
white-robed ignorance be at a premium, while common sense 
and reason are below par?  O ye pharisees, lend me your 
ears. How much longer will you let these outrageous insults 
be heaped upon you? Isit not time fer action? Is it not 
time to put forth our best efforts to sink into oblivion the 
most cruel and barbarous religion that ever cursed mankind? 
Freethinkers, arise from your dormant state; shake off the 
dust, for there never was a time in the world's history when 
your-efforts were needed as now. 

People harp about the Chicago Anarchists. 'Tell me what 
they hav done that was half the crime that was perpetrated 
upon this good woman? This clergyman prayed for God to 
do what his own cowardly being would do if he dared. It 
shows the true inwardness of Christianity and what it would 
do if it could only gain the power that it once controled—the 
power that incarnadined the Roman empire with blood, and 
turned back the hands on the dial of progress and civiliza- 
tion a thousand years; the power that founded the Inquisi- 
tion; that let the hissing flames devour those who dared 
voice one noble sentiment; that stoned to death with relent- 
less fury those who entered one protest against their narrow 
and contracted creeds; the power that is to-day trying to 
thrust itself into the Constitution of our nation; the power 
that says, ‘‘ Wives be in subjeetion to your husband," or, 
religiously interpreted, ‘‘ Do as the preachers bid you," or 
your path will be decorated with Christian thorns and con- 
tempt; the power that says, speaking of women, ‘‘ But they 
are commanded to be under obedience” (1 Cor. xiv), which, 
iuterpreted by the clergy, means that woman shall be subser- 
vient to their wishes. 

The same minister, in the course of another hypochon- 
driac spell, said, ‘‘No honest man can stay outside of the 
church.” Never, since the big frog-crop in Egypt, when 
God turned the waters into blood, and caused the dust to 
evolute into full-grown graybacks, hav intelligent people 
been so grossly insulted. I assert here that there can be no 
honest person in the church, if the strict observance of the 
so-called divine book is adhered to, not in a business sense, 
but religious sense. They all claim to believe the ‘‘ inspired 
volume,” when, if asked if they approved of certain things 
therein (not quoting verse), they would invariably say no. I 
hav listened to numbers of preachers discourse and don’t be- 
lieve I ever heard a clergyman preach unless he either out- 
landishly lied or grossly misrepresented. I ask, Are men 
honest who lie? Are men honest who say, ‘‘ We don’t 
care how we get converts so we get them." Another min- 
ister said, speaking of the conversion of children, ‘‘ The 
first call I had to preach was when I was seven years old.” 

I believe this is the biggest record of soft-sawder I ever 
heard of. ‘‘ Lord, giv us horse sense.” 

And now, before I close, I must say, May laurels crown the 
heads of Helen H. Gardener, Elmina, and the score of noble- 
minded women foremost in the Freethought ranks to-day; 
and I do welcome with delight the sound and witty sayings 
of John Peck, while Si Slokum makes t‘ Rome howl” and 


Putnam givs us new courage by his items of travel and gen- 


eral welcome wherever he goes; and, last of all, there isa 
big white crown in store for Watson Heston, our cartoonist. 
And may the grand old TRUTH SzexKer long survive to 
bring the ‘‘glad tidings of great-joy,” and inspire us on and 
giv us new hope of the day when reason shall rule, and su- 
perstition be dethroned; when the millennium of science will 
supersede the dark ages of creeds. Then will bigotry and 
fanaticism be of the past; then will the religion of humanity 
hav taken the place of relentless creeds and Christian 
tyranny, and it will be popular to voice the true and noble 
principles of Freethought; then we can build up a religion 
based upon justice to all and ill-willto none. Let us strive to 
hasten the dawn of this new era, is the earnest wish of your 
friend and co-worker, Lovis N. Crit, Jr. 


. PxrrRBoRovGH, N. H., Oct. 18, 1886. 
Mr. Evrror: I notice in Taz TgurH SzEKER of October | 


16th the remarks of Robert G. Ingersoll on the candidacy 
of Henry George for mayor of New York. I hav contendel . 
for the past ten years that the American people hav not in- 
telligence enough to maintain a republican government; that 
is, ‘‘a government of the people, by the people, and for the 


people.” From Mr. Ingersoll’s remarks I see he is of the 
same opinion; and why should he not be? Every election 


from the beginning of the war down to the present time is 


proof of it. He says, ‘‘ The government cannot.take care of 
the people.” He evidently considers ‘‘ the- government and 
the people,” two distinct factors; and says that “‘ the people 
must support the government.” 

Now, there is no man living who knowsbetter than Mr. In- 
gersoll that an *' intelligent people” would not ‘“ support the 
government” that was not able to ‘take care of the people.” 
I hav been fully alive to the fact for twenty-five years that 
the government has not been taking care of the dear people. 
The government has been doing its level hest to take care of, 
and provide for, and build up the giant monopolies. 

The dear people hav been left out in the cold, the gov- 
ernment having passed into the hands of the. great monopo- 
lies. The said monopolies, to show that there is nothing 
small about them, are now taking care of the dear people, 
and it is a lovely job they are doing too. They are taking 
care of the people as the vulture takes care of the lamb. 

There is but one solitary thing that the government can do 
and that is to own and control and run the mail service, and 
in this one instance the ** people” are the government. The 
mail service is ‘‘ by the people, of the people, and for the 
people.” It can carry letters all over the continent for two. 
cents each. And it once could carry merchandise for eight 
cents per pound ; an investivation showed that merchandise 
at eight cents a pound paid a much better revenue than books 
&nd newspapers. But every one knows that the express 
companies paid Congress for raising the rate from eight to 
sixteen cents a pound, and at the last session of Congress 
they tried to get it up to thirty-two cents a pound; that is 
one of the nice things of the government that ‘‘the people 
must support." Anthracite coal costs $14 per ton in Ne- 
braska; the miner who digs it gets 50 cents for his share; the 
mine owners and tbe railroad companies get $18.50 for their 
share. Now, if the government owned the mines and the 
railroads, as it ought to, it could pay the miner 75 cents per 
ton for digging, andlay down the coal in Nebraska and every 
other State in the Union for $1.50 per ton. The actual cost 
of carrying a ton of coal from the mines to Nebraska is 60 
cents. But, of course, the government could not own the 
mines and railroads for the reason that the dear people 
are not intelligent enough. It almost kills the government 
to own the mail service. 

Another thing the government could not do was to own 
and control the public domain. ' It was such a burden on its 
hands that it gave away to corporate rings enough of it to 
make nine states as large as the state of Ohio. And so glad 
was it to berid of it that it was exempted from taxation. 
But let an honest toiler buy a piece of that land, and go to 
improving it, and see how soon the government will pounce 
on him for taxes! Talk about church property being exempt 
from taxation! Suppose all the church property in the land 
had been stolen from the government, what then? Why, of 
course it would hav been all right, if ‘‘ our party ” had done 
it, and legalized the theft. That is another feature of the 
government that the people must support. 

There was yet another thing the government could not 
do. The government could not float two thousand millions 
of greenbacks. The government could not stand it to see 
that amount of money circulating among the people, for their 
benefit. It could not float that amount, and hav it not cost- 
ing the people a hundred millions yearly interest. But it 
could and did float more than two thousand millions of 
bonds, exempted from taxation, and costing the dear people 
up to the present time more than the original amount in gold 
interest. That is one of the things the government can do. 
That was in the interest of the rich robberclass. Again talk 
about church property being exempt'from taxation! 

Behold ** how little can be accomplished by legislation " (for 
the people). I was laboring under the delusion that all this 
plundering was accomplished by ‘‘ legislation.” I was under 
the impression that the greenbacks were taken out of circu- 
lation and burnt up, and converted into bonds, by ‘‘legisla- 
tion.” I often think of what I heard Mr. Ingersoll say about 
the greenbacks in a stump speech—in 1868, I think it was— 
in Galesburg, Ill. He extolled the greenback higher than any 
Greenbacker Í hav ever heard since that time. Some of his 
remarks made such an impression on my mind at that time 
that I hav remembered them very distinctly. 

Among other things, he said: '' Instead of a man going to 
the Rocky mountains to dig gold and silver, let that man 
build a wagon; and let the government issue the greenbacks 
to pay for that wagon." “As for the redemption of the 
greenback, it is redeemed every time one man takes it from 
&nother; and that is all the redemption it needs." He held 
up to ridicule the idea of specie redemption of paper money. 
He said: ‘‘ You farmers remember when you used to haul 
your wheat from here to Chicago, and sell it for fifty cents a 
bushel; you went with ox teams, camping out on the road, 
cooking your bacon in an old skillet tipped up on one corner 
to keep the grease from running out of a hole in the bottom. 
That was your good old specie basis times!” The applause 
was deafening. That was the way the leaders of the Repub- 
lican party talked about the greenback at that time. It was 
the stock in trade and the pride of the party. That was just 
about the way John Sherman talked on the Senate floor at 
that time. He said that ‘‘any man who would refuse to take 
the greenback for his bond was not only a repudiator, but & 
traitor to his country!” But not long after that the bankers 
and bond-holders taught him how to lay up $100.000 a year 
out of a salary of $8.000 a year, and the scales fell from his 
eyes, and things hav not looked just the same since, espe- 
cially the greenbacks, for he has worked with all his might 
and main to get the last one destroyed. 3 

And these, and a long chapter of the same sort, are the 
glorious workings of the “‘ government” that ‘the people 
must support.” Gzo. GEER, 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fail 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour.” 


A Small Boy’s Happy Thought. 


_ We were working in the garden, 
My little boy and I, . 
Both digging weeds, 
And planting seeds 
To blossom by.and by. 


-“ Here is some.pop-corn, dear,” I said, 
“ T1] giv you for your own ; 
To plant and hoe, 
And watch it grow, 
And hav it when it’s grown.” 


He took the kernel eagerly, 
His little hoe he dropped, 
Then, out he burst— 
“ Let's pop it first, 
Ro it will come up popped !" 
—4Aessie Chandler, in St. Nicholas for October. 
pe —— — ———- 


My Friends Asleep. 


My friends one thing in common hav, 
As great asis their number ; 
Timid, ferocious, and brave, 
All hay their hours for slumber. 


Minervà's emblem old is one,* 
Who asks no odds of sunshine; 
Night knows his hollow, shifting tone, 
And day his restful confine. 


North Europe's coast on spring's light nights 
Has its half saints, half clowns, 

Storks, ghost-like, clear-cut ’gainst the hights, 
Stand scattered o’er its towns. 


These, true, are “right side up with care,” 
Some friends don't sleep quite 80; 

Some four-foot night-birds,t too, there are, 
Sleep heels up, heads hung low. — . : 


Bome spread them flat upon the earth ; 
Some roll up in a ball; 
Some sleep in rocking liquid girth, 
And fear no harm from fall. 
Some stand on one leg while they sleep, 
And some stand up on four; 
Some in between two blankets creep, 
And then proceed to snore. 
DAGMAR MARIAGER. 


* Owls t Bats. 


Children and Fire. 

The magazine Boyhood has something to 
say about emergencies, and fitting children 
to meet them. We quote: ‘ Children should 
be impressed with the fact that fire cannot burn 
without air; that it blazes more brightly in 
the wind, while it will grow dull if the air is 
kept away; they can be shown how a burn- 
ing cloth or paper can be extinguished by 
being crushed in an old piece of carpet or 
rag (since it is by illustration rather than by 
simple telling that such facts can best be im- 
pressed on their minds), and stories can be 
told them of persons who hav saved their 
clothing from burning by such means. 
Especially should they be charged not to run 
in case of their clothing catching fire, nor 
éven to stand up, since ascending flames may 
‘burn face and eyes; but rather to lie down 
and cry for help, in the mean time extinguish- 
ing the flames in the way above described, if 
possible.” 


Words of Wisdom. 

Victory belongs to the most persevering. 

Everyone can master a grief but he that 
hath it. 

Who seeks a friend without a fault remains 
without one. NES 

Fire and sword are but slow engins of 
destruction in comparison te the babbler. 

Let & man be never so ungrateful, or in- 
human, he shall never destroy the satisfaction 
of having done a good office. i 

It is only by labor that thought can be 
made healthy; and it is only by thought that 
labor can be made happy. 

Every heart has its secret sorrow which the 
world knows not, and oftentimes we call a 
man cold when he is only sad. 

People may make injuries worse by un- 
reasonable conduct, by giving way to anger 
and satisfying that for the moment, instead of 
thinking what will be the effect in the future. 

It is selfish to dwell on our griefs, as though 
some strange thing had happened to us, as 
though they were too important to be relieved 
or it were a virtue to sink under them. That 
bereavement seems rather sanctified which 
saddens the heart not over much, and softens 

` without withering it. 
— 94 99— — — ——. 
Correspondence. 
SPRINGFIELD, ILL., Oct. 12, 1886. 


Drar Miss Wrxon: I hav heard of Tae | 


“TrurH SrEXEE before, and thought I would 
like to drop you a few lines. I am ten years 
old. Igo to the Edwards’ school, and I am 


in the- “Fourth Reader,” and fifth room. 
Miss Whipple is my teacher’sname. I started 
to take music lessons this vacation from Mrs. 
Cellar, and I like it very much. I sometimes 
help mamma with the work at home, but 
would rather be excused, for I do enjoy visit- 
ing my schoolmates. I always hav a very 
pleasant time. Iwill now draw to a close, 
for this is my first letter I hav written. 

I remain yours truly, Emma C. HOENN; 


Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—REBUS. 


Good advice. 


2.—DOUBLE OHARADE. 
I. 
Between & rich, elegant outer dress, 
And a hot, spicy root, interpose 
Two letters that Arthur's pet name will ex- 


ress; 
With the fifth of the scale diatonic then close. 
A T, IL, i 
First, one who puts a dress on ; 
Next, one who paints it light; 
And last, to help your guess on, 
The sun so clear and bright. 
ENLARGEMENT. 
The last has given me some trouble— 
It ends with letters that are double; 
And then, the vowel that precedes it— 
I know not how: our whole just reads it. 
But puzzlers hav a way—you know it— 
A greater license than a poet— 
Of dropping doubles, lapping singles— 
(As carpenters would do with shingles). 
They read by sound, if that suits better ; 
Or otherwise they read by letter. 
As for the vowel—would you think it ? 
They either lengthen it or shrink it. 
With all this latitude iu version, 
Bible translators make a worse one. 
Since inspiration does not guide me, 
And strict precision has not tied me, 
Just let me say that last would answer 
To designate God's wisest man, sir; 
Rather contemptuous, but this creature 
To me is vile in every feature. 
If then no man than he was greater 
I'm glad that I liv somewhat later, 
When greatness does not find its measure 
In having many wives, much treasure. 
Were he the ast man on this planet, 
And I the only woman on it, 
Td giv my last to Satan, rather 
Than hav my child call such man, father. 
Td walk through fire, my læst’s a-blister, 
Rather than be his wife, child, sister. 
Enough, enough! our whole advances! 
His bearing all my /ast entrances! 
“ Faith ” drops her wings upon a bustard— 
Her “kingdom,” ‘‘ like the seed of mustard,” 
Is seen to be but mustard plaster, 
To draw our cash for Lord and master; 
He speaks and with a direful clatter 
The ghostly hosts begin to scatter ! 
His every word, as Music’s laughter 
Seems echoed from the starry rafter! 
The God that threw and maimed poor Jacob 
Now gets a serious fall and shake up; 
The God, discomfited, leaves halting, 
And priests, saints, all, go somersaulting ; 
While Liberty, with eyes that glisten, 
Leaps forth to bless him from her prison. 
Irwin, Ia. J. K. P. BAKER. 


Author of Hypatia. 


4,—REBUS. 


The complaint of the idle. 


| ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN CHILDREN’S CORNER, 


: oot. 16, 1886. 

} 1-90. 2.-Cannon peals (can on peels): 3.- 
Sap—sago. 4.-Birds: of a feather. flock .to- 
gether. . ad ord 

SorvERs.—H. J. Messinger, Jack Ketch. 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


False Claims Revised and Enlarged. 
Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. ong 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality ; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
Church and the Republic 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture : Falsehood and 
Deception ;. Cheating: Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o: 

Conquest‘and Extermination ; Despotism; In- 

tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 

Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; 


Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 


Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy: Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination o 
Sun ax Arguments ; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; 'The 
ab bath during the Middle Ages: The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 

cholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, 25 cents; six copies, $1.00. 


Thomas Paiue. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the stor 
of the Author-Hero's life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 

dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 

it. Choice extracts from “Common Sense,” 

“ American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 

of Reason " are given ; also, tributes to Paine’s 

character from more than óne hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressiy for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 


neatly bound, and containing a handsome 


steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 


cloth, 75 cents. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
33 Clinton Place. New York. 


BLASPHEMY 


—AND— 


THE BIBLE. 


BY C. B. REYNOLDS. 


Showing that the Bible and the believers in it 
are the real blasphemers, and not the Becu- 
larists. 

This is the pamphlet for the: distribution of 
which Mr. Reynolds is now indicted, and to be 


TRIED FOR BLASPHEMY 


next January. 


PRICE, 10 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 


85 Cents Each. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE RISE OF 


(NTELLECTOAL LIBERTY 


From Thales to Copernicus. 


By FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND, Author of “The 
Reign of the Stoics.” 

“ This is a book not only to be read once, but te 
be kept and referred to, and pondered over fron. 
year to year. It is a guide-book of Liberalism 
through the past centuries prior to 1600, the era of 
Copernicus and Bruno. It does not take the place 
of other histories like Gibbon, Hallam, or Lecky, 
but it makes them intelligible by pointing out the 
white light that has been cast upon the lurid 
clouds of ignorance, superstition, and cruelty, 
from the little stream of Freethought that has 
flowed in its ragged, broken, and obstructed course 
down through the ages which now liv only as our 
realm of Memory and Admonition.” 

PRICE, $3.50. 


Octavo, 458 pp. 
HISTORY 


OF THE 


INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPHENT 
€f Europe. 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D. 
Revised Edition—2 volg—P»1ce, $3. : 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Pl., New York city, 


REPLY 
TO REV. L. A. LAMBERT'S 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.” 
By B. W. Lacy 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priest's 
sophistry, Unfairness, and histor- 
ical misstatement. . 
Prie Cloth. $1; Paper, 50 Cents. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; J. M. Pryse and J. 
M. Burgler, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 

rise, the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and generally: 

o the practical solution of the problem [o Integral 
Co-operation. Price, $1 a year; 50 cents for six 
months; 25 cents for three months. 


tf 


FREETHOUGHT WORKS, 


PUBLISHED AT.THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFIOE. 


Resurrection. of Jesus. Showing the 
contradictions and doubts in which the. 
subject is involved. By W. S. Beur. Re- 
vised edition. 25 cents. ; 


Revelations of Antichrist. An ex- 
haustiv .work proving conclusivly that no 
such person as Jesus Christ existed in the 
reign of Tiberius, but that a Jesus, the 
son of Mary, was stoned and: hanged 
about a century before, and that his dis- 
-ciples, Simon Kepha, alias Peter, and the 
apostle Paul, both lived and died before 
the Christian era. 446 pages.and full in- 
dex. Price, $2. y 


The Anonymous Hypothesis of Cre- 
ation. A Brief Review of the so- 
culled .Mosaic Account. By Jamms F. 
Furniss.’ Cloth, 50 cents. 


The Brain and the Bible. By Enaar 
O. Bratt. With a Preface by Roprrt GQ: 
INGERSOLL, who says of it: “This book, 
written by a brave and honest man, is 
filled. with brave and honest thoughts. 
The arguments it presents cannot be an- 
swered by all the theologians in the 
world.” Price reduced to $1. 


The Creed of Christendom. — Its 
foundation contrasted with its super- 
structure. By W. RATHBONE GREG. One 
of the clearest ani ablest works ever 
written. $1.50. 


The Essence of Religion. From the 
German of L. FEugRBACH. Author of th 
Essence of Christianity, etc. In cloth, 
reduced to 50 cents. 


The Godly Women of the Bible. A 
History of all the women who figure in the 
Bible. Sharp and telling iu style. Paper, 
50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. : 


The Heathens of the Heath. A finely 
written Radical romance. By Ww. Mo- 
DowNELL, author of Exeter Hall, Family 
Creeds, Day of Rest, ete. 500 pages. 
Paper, 80 cents; cloth, $1.25. 


The Holy Bible Abridged. Contain- 
ing the choice passages and lovely mor- 
ceaus particularly pleasing to COMSTOCK.’ 
169 pages. Paper, 30 cents; cloth, 50 cts. 


The Jamieson-Ditzler Debate. A 
nine-days' debate on God, the Bible, 
Christianity, and Liberalism. Between 
W. F. Jameson and Rev. Jacop DITZLEB, 
D.D. Paper. 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. , _ 


Proceedings and Addresses at the - 
Watkins Convention. 400 pages . 
of excellent Speeches and Essays. Price. 
reduced to $1.00. 


Pyramid of Gizeh. The Relation of 
Ancient Egyptian Civilization to the 
Hebrew Narrativ in Genesis and Exodus, 
and the Relativ Claims of Moses and the 
Pyramid to Inspiration Considered. By 
Van Buren Denstow, LL.D. 25 cents. 


Religion Not History. An able ex- 
amination of the Morals and "Theology of 
the New Testament. By Prof. F. W. 
Newman, of the London University. 25 
cents. f 


Outline of the French Revolution: 
Its Causes and Results. A clear 
and comprehensiv portrayal of this inter. 
esting portion of human history. By W. 
S. BELL. 25 cents. 


Outlines of Phrenology. By F. E- 
ASPINWALL, M.D. Most acceptable to 
Liberals of anything of the kind pub. 
lished. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cente. 


Blakeman’s 200 Poetical Riddlea. 


Prica, 20 cents. 


PAINE'S WORKS. 


Paine’s Theological Works, includ- 
ing The Age of Reason, Examination of 
Prophecies, Letter to the Bishop of Llan- 
daft, Reply to Mr. Erskine, Letter to Ca. 
mille Jordan, etc., ete., with a life of 
Paine, and a steel-plate portrait. 12mo 
In:paper covers, $1.00; cloth, $1.50. 


Paine’s Great Works (complete) 
in one volume. Cloth, $3.00; leather, 
$4.00; morocco, $4.50. i 


Paine’s Political Works, including 
Common Sense, The Crisis, and Rights of 
Man. Cloth, $1.50. 


The Age of Reason. An investiga- 

` tion of true. and fabulous theology. 

Without a peer in the world. Paper, 28 
cents, or 5 for $1. Cloth, 50 cents. 


The Age of Reason and An Exam- 


ination of the Prophecies. Pa- 
per, 40 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Common Sense. Paine’s first work. 
15 cents. 


The Crisis. Containing numbers from 
I. to XVI. inclusiv. Paper, 40 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 


The Rights of Man. For the op- 


pressed of humanity. Paper, 40 cents: 
cloth, 76 cents. . ; 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. 
CALIFORNIA. i 
I. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
OANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
`T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
COLORADO. ` . 
ds 7G. J enkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 
SE. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
‘F. E.. Follet, 802 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
ny R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 
MAINE. 
B. C., Hussey, Oakfield (Post-oftice, Bis 
i Mills). 
MASSAOHUSETTS. 
3 oseph Marsh, Northampton. 
MICHIGAN. 
: A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
8. D.. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
‘Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. 
Dr. Wolff, 620 North 5th street, St. Louis. 
Joseph L. Andrew, Liberal. 
. MONTANA. 
O: B. Whitford, Butte City. 
"Nb ' — NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YORK. 
Drentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
‘Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st. , Brooklyn. 
OHIO. - 
N. Hester, 808 Supenor street, Cleveland. 
~Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON. 
Wm. Chance, Astoria. 
- F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
. PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr. J. H. Rhodes, 315 North 10th st., Phila. 
geor e Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
Clay Luse, Waynesburg. 
W. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
TENNESSEE. 
Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 
TEXAS. 
' L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Nore: 


James Ashman, Salt t Lake City. 
' D. F. Keeler, Park Cit 
W. F. Reybould, Salt fake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 
VIRGINIA. 
Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker, Snowville. 
ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
^. London. 


Robt: G. Ingersoll's 
OPENING SPEEOH TO THE JURY 
in the suit of the l 


Bankers’ and Merchants’? Tele- 
graph -Company 
" against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company. 
- ee ` ‘ 


So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that TuE TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
.supply and can mail them to those who desire 
_ them, for ten cents each. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli- 
cal Works. 
By THOMAS PAINE, 


# The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price; Single Copies, P Six copies for 


THE | CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 

Speaking of this work in connection with. the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 
ration.” 

Price, 35 cents. 


For either of these works, or any of Paine's 
writings, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


BIB bh MYERS 


AND THEIR 


Parallels in Other Religions 


Being a omparison of the Old and New Testa- 
men Myth s aud Miracles with those of 
heathen nations of Antiquity, Gon- 
sidering also their Origin 
and Meaning. With 
numerous illus- 
trations, 

The object of ru work is to to.point out the myths 
with which the Old and N: staments abound ; 
to show that ee were olay in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning. 

<‘ Tt is unquestionable true that the results of a 

rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else 80 accessible as they are now made 
in the work before us.” —N. Y.S 
; 1 vol. 8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages. 


Price, $9.50. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., 
33 Glinton Place, New York. 


` PRICE, TWENTY-FIVE CENTS. 
—THE— 


TRUTH SEEKER 
ANNUAL 


AND 


E Almaqar. 


'| Ingersoll and Jesus. 


182890 (um. 288). 


WITH THIRTY PORTRAITS OF DISTINGUISHED 
EUROPEAN FREETHINKERS, SCIENTISTS, AND 
PHILOSOPHERS, AND MANY OTHER 
ILLUSTRATIONS. 


CONTENTS: 


Calendar for 1886; Freethought in the United 
States, 1885; How the Church Filches from the 
State; Public Contributions to the Church: The 
Religion of Crime; Chaplains in our Army and 
Navy; The Higher Life, by Courtlandt Palmer ; 
My Dream, by Samuel P. Putnam; ‘The American 
Secular Union; Statistics of Our Foreign-Boru 
Population: The Curate of Churnside. (Selected 
story.) By Jas. Payne; How Voltaire Died, by the 
Editor: She Iron Virgin; Religious Divisions of 
the World; Paine Memorial Hal (Illustrated); 
The Story of 1885: Immigration to the U. B. 
1820-1884; Freethought in Australia; Freethought 
on the Continent; ; Subjects of Tllustrátion; Free- 
thought Journals; Religious Denominations; 
Area and Value of Farms; Population of Large 
Citi-s; Liberal Lecturers. 


ILLUSTRATIONS : 


Lick Observatory, Girard College, Philadelphia, 
Freethought Hall, Waco, Texas (interior view); 
Freethought Hall, Waco, Texas (exterior view); 
The Tent, iron Virgin, Paine Hall, Moncure D. 
Conway, Saladin, Annie Besant, Mary Wollstene- 
craft, G. W. Foote, Austin Holyoake, J. .S. Mill. 
George Eliot, Geo. Staudring, Ernst Haeckel, 
Auguste Comte, Edward Gibboà, Max Muller, 
Thos. Huxley, Voltaire: Chas. Darwin, Rousseau, 
Humboldt, Byron, Shelley, David Hume, Goethe, 
Robert Burns, Richard Carlile, Herbert Spencer; 
Castelar, Bradlaugh, Chas. A. Watts, J. A. Froude, 
John Tyndall, 


NEW YORK: 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
88 CLINTON PLACE. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, pecans pam hlet. Though 
anonymous, itis now known to be the work of 
. BURR, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at this office. 


LITHOGRAPHS 


CHARLES DARWIN 


Admirers of the Great at Naturalist, sng practically 
the father of Evolution, will be glad to know that 
we hav a fine lithograph of him for sale—size 
1834x24 inches on heavy plate paper. Framed, the 
picture will make a splendid ornament for the 
parlors of EE Price, 25 cents 

dress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
' 88 Clinton Pl., New York. 


Sabbath- Breaking: 


BY J. E. REMSBURG. 


Author of “False Claims,” “Bible 
Morals,” Ete. 


The best and most thorough work ever written 


on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 


view. 

Large e and Handsome Frin’. 
SINGLE Corrzs, - - 25 cents. 
Six CoPrEs, - - - $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
- 83 Clinton Place, New York. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
BY W. S. BELL. 


“Iam very much pleased with it, and I wish the 
seventy thousand ministers of, this country were. 
obliged to purchase the pamphlet and m every. 
word of it.” 


D ice 15 cents. 


For sale at this office. 


The i o Analyze. 


John R: u elso, A.M. 
CONTENTS: i 

The Old Testament.—The New Testament.—The 
Creation.—The Deluge.—The Exodus.—The Mira- 
cles-ct the’ Bible.—The Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Bible.—The 
Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 
E Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 

avior. 

Crown octavo; Ba3Rp.. Splendidiy: executed, Sent 
by mail, post paid. Price, $3. 


S. P. Putnam's Works 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
‘Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 

can Story. Price, cloth, | $1.00; paper, 50 cts, 

* A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 

and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 

last with the living spirit of to-day."—John 
Swintomws Paper. : 

* 'The 


Goiden Throne, & Romance. 
author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is within him. ‘Fhe bookis filled with 
manly thoughts, expressed in manly words— 
the transcript of a manly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ "—INGERSOLL. $1. 


A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty."—Dr. Henry W. BELLOWS. $i. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of | ' 
Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 


' other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 


Adami and Heva. -A Poetic version 
version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the mutilated 
ooy eae Genesis legend—is shown. Price 10 
cents. 

For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
33 Clinton Place. New York. 


Charles: Watts’s Works. 


‘The History of Freethought. Bound 
in cloth and lettered. Price, $1.25. CowTENTS: 
Section I. Definition, of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section Ii. at it 
Owes to Mohammedanism. Section III, Free- 
thought Martyrs and Contessors, Section LY. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Bec- 
tion Freethought Triumph iv the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


Che American Secular Union; its 
Necessity, and the Justice of its Nine Demands, 
(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll.) 
32 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Christan Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh. | Con- 
tents : The Origin ot n of hans The Histori- 
cal Value of Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies ; The- Priced Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. ` 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. 


Tracts., The following tracts by Chas. 
datis, gre ublished at the low price of FIVE 
OEN Defense of Secular Priuciples; 

Is ne P ble SANE The Christian Deity; 

Moral Value of the Bible: Freethought and 
Modern Progress; Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; T Fhi osophy of Secu- 
larism; Science and Bib le Anta zoniatic 
Christian Scheme of Redem mptig all of 
the above works address ee TRO TH "GREK. 
ER, 33 Clinton Piace, New York 


KERSEY GRAVES’S WORKS. 


Sixteen Saviors or None. By Ker- 
BEY Graves, auther of the World's Sixteen 
Cruciticd Saviors; The Bible of Bibles, and 
Biography of Satan. Paper, 75 cents; cloth, $1. 


Bibie of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thorsand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
deli:ieation of the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
ami ation of their doctrins. Price, $2. 


Biography of Satan ; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains, 
Price, 35 cents. 


The World’s Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 


Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 
x 1n of all the octies principles. precepts, 
miracles of the Christian New Testament 
and furnishing a key for, unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising tie 
history of sixteen oriental Tirahen ed god: 8. 
ddress THE T 
CoG ato borum New York. 


WHAT’S TO BE DONE? 


A NIHILISTIC ROMANCE. 


By N. G. TCHERNYCHEWSKY. With a portrait 
of the Author. i anslated by BENJ. 
UCKER. 


Written in Prison. Suppréssed by the Czar, The 
Author Over Twenty Years an Exile in Sibe- 
ria. Russian Edition worth $600 a Copy. 

First American Edition Exhauste 
in Four Days. Second now 
eady. An Elegant 
Volume of 330 
Pages. 
PRESS COMMENTS : 

To call the book the ** Uncle Tom's Cabin” of 
Nihilism is scarcely extravagance.— Boston Adver- 
tiser. 

It is perhaps the book which has most power- 
fully influenced the youth of Russia in their 
growth into Nibilism, and it is remarkab le and 
noteworthy as a work which has played so impor- 
tant a part in the political and social history of 
the century.—Boston Courier. 

Asa reve.ation of folk hfe it is invaluable; we 
hav no other Russian pictures that compare with 
it.—Providence Star, 

The characters are so strongly and vividly drawn 
that the interest in their fate becomes intense as 
the thread of the narrativ is slowly unwound.— 
Boston. Saturday Evening Gazette. 

Wben we come.to consider the publication. of 
such books as Flauber ve, * Salammbo ” and Teher- 
nychewsky's * What's To Be Done?" we ca iot 
avoid the conclusion that something must 

happened to the society for the suppression Bi 

ecent literature.—St. Louis Republican, 


In cloth, $1; paper, 75 cents. 


dd THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
aa 5 P Olinton Place, New York, 


THE HUMBOLDT LIBRARY. 


Price 15 cents each number, unless otherwise marked, = 


1. Light| Science for Leisure Hours, A series of 
fal ar essays on astronomical and other 
natural phenomena, By Richard A, Proe- 
tor, F.R.A.8. 


2, The Forms of Water in Clouds and Rivers, Ice 
. and Glaciers, 19 illustrations. By John Tyn- 
dall, F.R.8. 
8. Physics, and Politics, An application” oF the 
principi es of Natural Science to Politic 
ociety. By Walter Bagehot, Author: o. 
“The English Constitution.” 
4. Man's Place in Nature. With numerous illus- 
trations. By Thomas H. Huxley, F. 
b. Education, nteHeotual, Moral, and Physical, 
By Herbert Spencer. 
6. Town of" With Appendix or on Coral and : 
B. By Charles Kingsley. 
7. Posi Pom of Energy. With numerous Tllus- 


irations. By Balfour Stewart, LL.D. 
8. Study of Languages. brought back to its Trua 
principles, Shy 6. arcel, * 


9. 'Fhe Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer. 

10. Theory of Sound in its Relation to Music. 
Numerous illustrations.. By By Prof. Pietro 
Blaserna, 

The Naturalist on the River Amazon. A recs 
ord of 11 years’ travel. By Henry Walter 

12. Bates, F.L.8. Not sold separately. 

18. Mind and Body. The theories of their rela- 
tions. By Aléxander Bain, LL. 

14, The Wonders of the Heavens, 


82 illustration 
By Camille Flammarion, 


15. Longevity. The means of prolonging life after 
niiddie age. By John Gardner; M. 

16. Origin of Species. By Thomas H. Huxley. 

17. Progress : Its Law and Cause. With other dis- 
quisitions. By Herbert Spencer. 

18. Lessons in Electricity. 60 illustrations. Br 
John Tyndall, F N 

19. Familiar Essays on en s Subjects. By 
Richard A. Proctor. 

20. 


Romanos of Astronomy. By R. Kalley Miller, 


21. The Physical Basis of Life, with other essays. 
By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. 


22. Seeing and Phinkiug, By William Kingdon 
Clifford, F.R.8. 
23, Beientino Sophisms. |" mw of outre nt 
eories conce min omes, Apes, an: u. 
By Samuel Wee from D. Pm e 
24. Popular, Soie paene Lectures. Illustrated. Dy 
rof. Imhcltz. 
25. Origin of Neon By Prof. Geo. Rawlinson 
Oxford University, dn 
96. The Evolutionist at Large By Grant Allen. 
27. History 


of Landholdin n England. B 
Joseph Fisher, F.R. ELS. * d 


38. Fashion in Deea as illustrated in the 
customs of Barbarous aud Civilized Races, 
Numerous illustrations. .By William Henry 
Fiower, F.R.S 

. Facts and Fictions of Zoology. Numerous 

illustrations. By Andrew Wilson, Ph. D. 

30. } 

21. 


Study of Words. Dy Richard Chenevix 
Trench, 
32. Heroditar gee Traits and other Essays. By Rich- 
roctor. 
33. bu from Nature. By Grant Allen. 
34. Philosophy of Style. By Herbert Spencer. 
. Oriental Religions. By ron Caird, Pres. 
Univ. Glasgow; and Others. 
86. Lectures on Evolution. Illustrated. By Prof. 
T. H. Huxley. 
87. Six Lectures on Light. Illustrated. Dy John 
Tyndall 


») Geological Sketches, By Archibald Geikie, 
40. The Evidence of of Organic Evolution. By Geo. 


. Romanes, F. 
41. Current Discussions in Science. By W. M. 
Williams, F.C.8, 
42, History of the Science of Politics. By Freder- 
ick Pollock. 


48. Darwin and Humboldt. By Professor Huxley, 
Professor Agassiz, and others, 
B 


Dawn of History, By O. F. Keary, of the 
1v. Diseases of Memory. By 


British Museum, 
Th. Ribot. Tran- 
slated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. 
17. Childhood of Religions, By Edward Clodd, 
ht . 


48. Lifein Nature, Illustrated. By Jas. Hinton. 

49. „ Tho Sun: its Constitution; its Phenomena; 
its Condition. By Judge Nathan T. Carr, 
Columbus, Ind, 

50. Money and the Mechanism of Exchange. By 

51.f Prof. W. Stanley J ere F.R.S. 

52. Discases of the Will. By Th, Ribot. Trans 
lated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. 

53. Animal Automatism, and other Essays. By 

rof, uxley, F.R.8. 

54. Birt th apd i Growth of Myth. "By Edward Clodd. 

55. Scientific Basis of Morals, and other Essays. 
By William Kingdon Clittord, P. 

È 


56 E) Illusions, By James Sully. 


ss The Origin of Species.. By Charles Darwin. 

59.) Two double numbers, 30 cents each. 

80. Childhood of the World. By Edward Clodd, 

61. Miscellaneous Essays. By Richard A. Proctor. 

$2. Religions of the Ancient World. By Prof. Geo. 
Rawlinson, University of Oxford. Double 
number, 30 cents, 

68, Progressive Morality. _ By Thomas Fowler, 

Pa president of Corpus Christi College, 


64. Distribution of Animals apna Plants. By A. 
Russel Wallace and W. T. Thiselton Dyer. 

65. Conditions of Mental Development and other 
Essays. By Wm. Kingdon Clifford. 

66. Technical Education; and other inda By 
Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.8. 

67. The Black Death. An Account of the Great 
Pestilence of the Fourteenth Centur»- 

J. F. C. Hecker. 

ecial number, 10 cents.) Three Essay, 


68, (S 

erbert Spencer. 

69, (Double Number, deen) Fetichism ; A Con 
og 


tribution to Anthropo. and the History 
of Religion. By Frits Schultze, Ph.D. Trans- 
lated gion. the German “hy. y. Fitzgeral4 


M.A. 
70. Essays Speculativ and Prattical, By Herber - 
Spencer. 
71. Anthropology. By Daniel Wilson, LL.D. 
With Appendix on Archeology. i) 
Tylor, F. 
2, The Dancing Mania or the Middle Ages. By 
J. F. C. Hecker, 
18. Evolution i in History, Language, and Science, 
Tour Addresses delivered at the London 
rystal Palace School of Art, Science, and ` 
Lilorature. 
74. The Descent of Man; and selection in relation 
to Sex. By Charles Darwin. In & paris 
15 cents each. 


Add--3s THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
: 83 Clinton Place, New Eae. 
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" Ansonia, Conn., Secular Union. 

Among the best evidence that the conven- 

_tion of the New York Freethinkers’ Associa- 

tion at White Sulphur Springs was not con- 

. fined in its good results to the grand social 
..time enjoyed by all who attended, is the fact 

that Mr. G. G. Grower, of. Ansonia, Conn., 

. inspired by the spirit of the convention, on 
returning home went diligently to work and 
rallied all the Liberally disposed in his neigh- 
borhood, urging on them the necessity of 
united action, and the advantages of organi- 
zation and the: establishment of E Science 
school on Sundays. 

By indefatigable effort he inspired a spirit 
of emulation that resulted in a very liberal 
subscription, and he wrote me for dates to go 
there, lecture, and organize. And the result 
exceeded the expectations of the most san- 
guin. The room of the G. A. R. in the opera 
house building was engaged, and on Sunday, 

"October 17th, at 8 P.M., the room was four- 
fifths filled, the larger proportion being Chris- 
‘tians. Ispokeon ‘Secularism, and the Nine 
Demands of Liberalism," and hav every rea- 
son to believe that much of prejudice was 
removed. All appeared deeply interested, as 
was evinced by the large number who came 
to the rostrum to receive sample copies of 
Tae Truru Seeker. I sold a number of 
books, and some twenty copies of ‘' Blas- 
‘phemy and the Bible.” 

In the; evening at 8 p.m. the hall was 
‘crowded.. I spoke on ‘‘ The Bible: Whence 
It Came and What It Really Teaches,” and 
was most attentivly listened to. After the 
lecture, I asked that those who favored the 
formation of a Secular Society would remain. 
I then laid before them the necessity of organ- 
ization and the aims and objects of the Amer- 

‘ican Secular: Union, and explained how 
science schools could be successfully carried 
on without à professional teacher, and then 
proceeded to organization, with the following. 
very gratifying results : 


OFFICERS ELECTED. 

President, W: J. Wilder. 

Vice-president, Mrs. J. Grower. 

‘Secretary, Geo. G. Grower. 

Treasurer, W. H. Morris. 

Vigilance Committee, Heniy Kalterssen, 
Nicholas Port, Henry Sands. 

Educational Committee, R. Locke, Miss 
Annie Rennenberg, George G. Grower. 

. Social Committee, Mrs. W. J. Wilder, 
Miss Annie Rennenberg, Mr. H. Kalterssen. 

‘There are eighteen a ult members. 

I was most hospitally entertained by Mr. 
G.G. Grower and his parents. They hava 
most delightful, happy "home, and awarded 
me aright royal welcome. I was very glad 

-to know the parents of our studious and 
energetic Professor Grower. It does much 
to reconcile one to the arduous work, and in- 
spires to redoubled effort to know such good: 
folks are deeply interested’ in our success. 

Mr. G. G. Grower has shown what an 


earnest effort can accomplish under most un- |. : 


favorable auspices. If we desire success we 
must make effort. Who will follow the good 
example? Let none mourn they are lonely, 
no Secular society in their neighborhood, no. 
place for them or their children to attend on 
Sunday, until. they hav made earnest effort, 
circulated Liberal leaflets, canvassed their 
neighborhood for subscribers to Taz TEUTH 
SEEKER and other Liberal papers. Let all 
who possibly can attend the Congress of the 
American Secular Union, to be held at Chick- 
ering Hall, New York, Nov. 11th, 12th, and 
18th. In the language of our good Secretary 
Putnam, ‘‘We want to find the best way. 
We want to understand each other. We 
want to help all round. We want to push 
things, to arouse, agitate, discuss, reform. 
We want every Liberal that can to attend 
this New York Congress.” And let-all the 
genuin Liberals say Amen! 
C. B. Rerxors. 
oO HO 
Obituary. 
. Dizp.—At Plympton, Mass., 
Z. M. Washburn, aged 67 years. 
John W. Dodd, of Jersey City, N. J., died 
October 9th, aged 67. Born of Presbyterian 
- parents, in early. manhood he became a truth 
seeker. Kind and gentle of disposition, he 


October 18th, 


had ‘no sympathy with séctarian intolerance, 


or the hate it engenders. Fearless in his nat- 
ure, the terrors of hell failed to force him to 
reverence or obedience to the church. He 
questioned, investigated, exercised his rea- 
son, and the rantings of the ministers and 
elders about hell-fire and the dreadful ven- 
geance of God, that loving heavenly father 
who, in his own holy word, declares himself 
filled. with hate, rage, jealousy, and ven- 
geance, only excited his pity for the credulity 
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‘| of those who believed, and indignation at 


those who proclaimed, such absurdities. 

Mr. Dodd raised a family of truth seekers, 
who honored him, not ‘ that their days might 
be long in the land,” but because his life chal- 
lenged their admiration. He was a great ad- 
mirer of the lamented D. M. Bennett; a con- 
stant subscriber to Taz Truta SELKER, and 
took great pleasure in reading it to his wife 
and children. Temperate in all his habits, 
honest and truthful by nature, he loved jus- 
tice and found delight in promoting the hap- 
piness of all around him. He died as calm 
and peaceful as a tired child falling to sleep 
surrounded by his loved ones. 

His brave, honored life-companion, nor his 
children, had need of any speaking words of 
comfort. They were bereaved—but their 
consolation was the remembrance of his life 
of love. 

At the grave we bade him faréwell with 
these words: 

*t'Thus we consign our brother to his last 
resting-place and bid him a fond farewell. 
Dear friends, do not let us lament the inev- 
itable. We are all in the arms of nature; the 
universe has made ample -provision for all 
wants and conditions of humanity, alike in 


life and in death. 
“ Powers depart, 

- Possessions vanish, and opinions change, 
And passions hold a fluctuating seat; -` 
Yet by the storm of circumstances shaken, 
But, subject neither to eclipse nor wane, 
Duty exists, immutably remains.  - 


“ Let all that was noble and worthy in the J 


life of our brother liv, fondly cherished in 
our heart of hearts. Let his virtues be held 
in.sacred remembrance, as an impetus, an 
inspiration, to us, who are left behind, so 
soon to follow after. And so we bid our 
brother, Good-bye! good-night!” C. B. R. 


Mottoes for Freethinkers. 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards, which we offer for sale. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the ** God-bless-our- 
home” placards which disfigure the walls of so 
many houses. They are printed on heavy card- 
board, 9 inches by 221-2, The motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gram of U. M. L. The following are the various 


*eececeetoo tor Pec et ree tcc cee cete tee soto 


: THE LIVING HAV A RIGHT TO CONTROL : 
: THE WORLD, H 


fo “FREE THOUGH? WILL GIV UB TRUTH. : 


—-— 


setoscttcss cete cece rac eccns verses sovoteo to 


P : BOFERSTTTION M THE OHILD OF EHE xi. 
i REASON 1S A BETTER GUIDE THAN FEAR. ; 


te ey 


ene rettet eoece ee reet 


DI 


OH ee caterer cee a cssssótescse cose eerste e rece coron 


Se et eae cee ens cece we meee es wet aee ratees ereeesccceteces 


THE TIME TO BE HAPPY I8 NOW. : 
AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY 18 HERE. : 


eee eee eee eee eee ee ee eee ee eee eee ee ee er ee rae 


NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE 
TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. 


Se ee et ee ee re ers 


etheecmassesooseostessvosesssosesesecosocetevescseetooee 


THE WORLD IS MY COUNTRY; 
TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION. : 


The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents. 

For Freethought societies there is a large card 
22 x 15inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading, containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism, Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the: lecture-rooms of Liberal societies, Price, 30 
cents. Any of these will be sent postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price, 

: Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, ` 

83 Clinton PL, New York City. 


The Mirror of Freethought 


BY ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
FREETHOUGHT AND RADICAL ADVOCATES 
(of England), 


SECOND EDITION. 


Charles Watis's Literary Guide says: “ We are 
glad to record the appearance of a second edition 
of this admirable b The various rapers—ten 
in all—are some of the author's best work.” 

e Middleboro News says: ‘These essays are 
brimming with careful thought and judicious re- 
searc 

The Yorkshire Chrontele says : “These e88&FB are 
not_ unworthy the attention of the scientific 
student though written for the uninitiated.” 

PRICE, 50 Cents, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


j THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 


CIVILIZATION. 


From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
A most rfully iy written b book. “Phila, Recor 
ost powe written — 
This Book 1 is not a Book! It is a Deed! dnd 
those who oppose it will prove that they fear it,— 
na News, Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER ÇO., 
_ 33 Clinton Pl, New York, 


"FREETHOUGHT WORKS, - 
Published at Tue Trova Srxxxn Office. 


advancement of Science. The In- 
-augural Address of Prof, JOHN TYNDALL, 
delivered before the British Association 
for the Advancement of Science. With 
Portrait and Biographical Sketch. Also 
containing opinions of Prof. H. Hznw- 
` HOLTZ, and articles of Prof. TYNDALL and 
Sir Henry TnHoMPsoN on prayer. Price, 
. cloth, 50 cents. Inaugural Address alone, 
in paper, 15 cents. 


Amberley’s Life of Jesus. His Char- 


acter and Doctrins. From the Analysis 


of Religious Belief. By Viscounr AMBER- | 


LEY. Paper, 35 cents; cloth, 60 cents. 


Chronicles of Simon Christianus. 
His Manifold and Wonderful Adventurer 
in the Land of Cosmos. A new scripture 
(evidently inspired) discovered by 1.N 
Foe. From the English. Very Rich 
Pr ce, 25 cents. 


Crimes of Preachers in the United 

States. By M. E. Brumos. Shows how 

-thick and fast the godly hav fallen from 
‘grace. Price, 25 cents. 


Jeity Analyzed and the Devil's De- 
fense. In Six Lectures by Col. 
joun R. Kexso, A.M. -These are rmon 
.the ablest lectures ever delivered, an 
-should be read by everybody. $1.50. 


Last Will and Testament of Jean 
 Meslier, a curate of a Roman church 
in France, containing the best of his writ- 
ings. 25. cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan, A radical novel 
of marked ability. By Freprrma Mac- 
DONALD. 404 pages. Price reduced to 
$1.25. 


Nature's. Revelations of Caaracter; 
‘or Physiognomy Illustrated. The 
-gcience of individual traits portrayed by 
‘the temperaments and features. Tlus- 

y 260 wood cuts, By JOSEPH 

Smims, M.D. 650 pages, 8 vo. Cloth, 

$3.00; leather, $4.00; morocco, gilt 

edges, $4.50. 


New England and the People up 
“There, A humorous lecture. By 
Grorar E. Macponarp. 10 cents. 


Pocket Theology. By Vourame. Com. 
prising terse, witty, and sarcastic defini- 
tions of the terms used in theology. The 
only edition in English. 25 cents.. 


The Question Settled. 
Comparison of Biblical Modern Spiritual. 


ism. By Moszs Huru. Cloth, $1. 
The y Roaring Lion on the Track. By 


Bascock. Price, 15 cents. 


The » Philosophy of Spiritualism, and 
“the Philosophy and Treatment of Medio- 
‘mania. By Freperic R. Marvin, M.D. 
‘Cloth, 50 cents. 


A Business Man's Social and Relig. 
(ous Views. Bold and trenchant 
‘blows against theology and inhumanity. 
Price, $1. 


Alamontada, the Galley-Slave. Trans- 
lated from the German of Zschokke by 
Ina G. MosmER, LL.B, A deeply philo- 
Sophieal nairativ, intensely interesting. 
Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents. 


Beyond the Veil. Claimed to be dic. 
‘tated by the Spirit of Paschal Beverly 
epu aided by Emanuel Sweden. 
‘borg, through the mediumship of Mrs 
‘Frances H. McDoveaiu and Mrs. Luna 
HorouiwsoN, with a steel engraving of 
"Randolph. Price, $1.50. 


Career of Religious Ideas; Their Ul- 
-timate the Religion of Science. By Hup- 
son TurrLE. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 
cents. 


Eece Diabolus; or, The Worship of 
Yahveh or Jehovah Shown to be 
the Worship of the Devil, witn observa- 
tions on the horrible and eruel ordinance 
of Devil Worship, to wit, Bloody Sacri- 
fices and Burnt Offerings. By the vay 
Rev. Evan Davæs (Myfyr Morganwg), D 
D., LL.D., Arch-Druid of Great Britain. 
Translated from the Welsh by Morioy, B. 
C.: Price, 25 cents. 


Eight Scientific Tracts. 20 cents. 
Gottlieb: His Life. .A Romance of 
Earth, Heaven, and Hell Beautifully. 


written. By S. P. Prrsam. 25 cents. 
Hereafter. A Scientific, Phenomenal, 


and Biblical Demonstration of a Future 
Life. By D. W. Huu. Paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 


issues of the Age. - Consequences In- 
volved.in Modern Thought. A work 
showing much ‘study and great familiar- 
_ity with other writers and thinkers. By 
Henry C. Pepper. Price, $1. 


Jesus Christ. His life, miracles, teach. 


ings, and imperfections, By W. S. Bas. 
25 cents. 
John’s Way. A pleasing domestic 


Radical story. -By Mrs. E. D. 
16 cents. 


| TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY- © 
va ponis Sages, Thinkers, and ` 


A Gizeli : 


Reformers. e Bio graphies ‘ole: 
throe hundred of the most Gistiguiehied. 
teachers and philosophers (who were not : 


Christians), from the time of Menu to the ` 


* ^ present. By D. M. BzNwETT. 1,075 pagës, : 


vo. Cloth, $3.00; leather, 34,00; moroe- . 


co, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Champions of the Chureh; Their | 


mes and Persecutions. Bio- 


graphical sketches: of prominent. Ohris- .; 


tians. „A companion book to-** The World's" 
Sages,” eto. By D. M. BENNETT. 8vo.,. 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, s. 00; 
morooco, gilt edges, $4. 50. - 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient” 


and Modern Times. Vol. I. g 
a full account of all the gods the e nen 
of the earth hav worshiped, including : 


Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, Jesus ... 


Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 835 
pages, 8vo, Vol. If. describes fully all 
e religious systems of the world, includ- 
ing Jadaism, 
tianity; the latter occupying 372 pages, 
going fully into its merits. 949 pages. 
By D . M. Bunnerr. Written in prison at 
bany. In cloth, $3.00 per volume, or 


$5.00 Tor the two volumes; in leather, 


$7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, $8.00. 
sag eater Religion. An inquiry 


into the reality of divine revelation. . De- 
cidedly the most thorough arid exhaustiv 


work on the claims of supernaturalism ,- 
ever written. By F. W. Newman, Emeritus ` 


Professor of the London University. 1, 1 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4.00; leather, $5. 00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. - 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 


ohammedanism, and Cliris- ~ 


ea 


Including The Ago of Reagon, Examina- . E i 


tion of. Prophecies, Reply to Bishop. of 


Liandaff, Letters to Mr. Erskine, Essay . A 


on Dreams. Letter to Camille Jordan, 
"The Religion of Deism, Common Sense, 
The Crisis, and The Rights of Man; the : 
wholer - ‘eded by the Life of Paine, ‘and. 
a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, Svo. 
Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4. 00; Y moroceo; 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


Analysis of Religious Belief. An 


examination of the Creeds, Rites, and. 


Sacred Writings of the world. By Vis: ` 


count AMBERLEY, son Of the late Tor 
“ohn Russell, twice Premier of England. 


Uomplete from the London edition, 745 . 


pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3.00; aa S600 
morocco, gilt edges, ’$4.50. 


The foregoing volumes are called « The- 
Truth Seeker Library.” Tf all arə ordered to: ` 


gether and sent by express, one dollar will be ` 


‘deducted from the price of each. 


B. F. UNDERWOOD'S WORKS. 
'.  FORSALE AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE, > - 
Essays and Lectures. -Embracing In. 

fluence of Ohristianity on Civilization; 
Christianity and Materialism; What Lib. 
eralism offers in Place of Christianity; 
Scientific Materialism; Woman; Spiritual. 
ism from a Materialistic Standpoint; Paine 
the Political and Religious Reformer; Ma- 
terialism and Crime; Will the Coming 


Man Worship God? Crimes and Cruelties . 
Of Christianity; the Authority of the ` 


Bible; Freethought Judged by its Fruits; 
Our Ideas of God. 300 pp. paper, 60 
cents; cloth, $1. 


Influence of Christianity upon Civil- 


ization. 25 cents. 
Christianity and Materialism. 15 
cents. 


What Liberalism Offers in Place of 
' Christianity. 10 cents. 


Scientific. Materialism: Its Meaning 
and Tendency. 10 cents.  — 


Spiritualism from a Materialistic 
Standpoint. 10 cents. 


Paine the Po .cical and Religions 
Reformer. 10 cents. 


Woman: Her Past and Present: He r 
Rights and Wrongs. 10 cents. 


Materialism and Crime. 10 cents. 


Will the Coming Man Worship God? 
. 10 cents. 


Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. 
10 cents. - 

Twelve Tracts. Scientific and d Theo- 

logical. 20 cents. 


Burgess-Underwood Debate. A four 
days’ debate between B. F. UNDERWOOD 
and Prof. O. A. Buruness, President of the 
Northwestern Christian University, In- 
dianapolis, Ind. Accurately reported.! 
188pp. Paper, 50 cents, Cloth, 80 cents. 


Underwood-Marples Debate. A four 
nights’ debate between B, F. Unperwoop 
and Rev. Jonn Marrias. Fully reported, 
Paper, 35 cents; cloth, 60 cents, 


gersolls | 


Paper, 50 c 


il ity, 


"The G 


per, 25 cents., 


the attacks. of the New Yo: 
uu ert G. Ingersoll, Price, 10 
- Address om the Civil 
Large size octavo, paper, 1 
gersoll's Lectures € 
Bound in one volume, T: 
for Mr. Ingersoll’s works, t. 
all his lectures; except the 
~ "doxy," bound in:one. beau 
a calf, library style, and c 
dS ‘pages, which is sold at t 
- price of t5. Sent by mail r 
Tributes. There hay 

Los ‘application’ for Mr. In 
«o. His Brother," “The Vision 

^ Benquet, Toast,” and the 
- “Little Harry Miller's. Gr 
` been printed on heavy ton 
mina, od border, and E Jer 
-ble for framing, and the fo 
to any address, for 50cts, or 


Prose Poems and Sel 

s new book is a gem., Itis: 
i 7 spect. : In fact, one of th 
"o5, best ever. issued. „It conte 
ebrated ** Decoration Day 
fore published, and all the’ 
heretofore printed in vario 
brought together til now 
selected from the speech: 
ures, letters, table-talks, 
‘versationg of the anthor. z 
-a 7., for and be accepted b¥ admirin 
: .' & rare personal souvenir, {To help Berve t 
gurpose. 'a fine steel portrait, wi h autograph 
E ' ‘fac simile;-has been prepared especially for it. 
~~». Price, in silk cloth, beveled) edges, gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf(fnottled edges, ele- 
OM GRUT SCR 4s 
OCCO, gilt, exq y fine, $7.50; in ree 

calf, highest possible styló and finish, $9. 


* ^. ,The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and 
—  . Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 
v life, price 1.50 each. Every admirer of these 
- apostles of Religious Liberty should hav them. 
Photographs of Colonel! Ingersoll. 


wi tte Superb photographs, 22x28, $5; panel, 103¢x17, 
: f $5; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents; card, of cta. 


a gp ; Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


In 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 


p By Gro. M. Davenrorr. This is a little book— 
ek a pamphlet of 82 well-filled pages, costing only 
TE “ a quarter,” but as full of meat as an egg. Itis 
. well called “practical,” for we find nothing. un- 
DN practical in it. Hens, ducks, eque and turkeys. 
... ` are- particularly discussed and their economica 
f breeding and keeping treated of. There are many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 
scale, and, all in all, it is a very useful addition io 
the pouliry literature of the day. : 
: -. TRUTH SEEKER Office, - 


[i 


33 Clinton Place, New York. 


. Protection or Free Trade 


‘An Examination of the Tariff Question with 
' Especial Regard to the Interests of Labor. 


D BY HENRY CEOROGE. - 


In this book the author designs to.show that | 


"beneficial results would follow the abolition 
' of all tariffs on importations. . 


Octavo, 360pp.; price, $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER co. 


.. BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 
S ` SUBJECTS: 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in English or German 
„A new cheap edition at only $1.50. 

SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Dotor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B. Foote. Five volumes, at $1 each, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2. F 
` SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth 

. volume of “Science in Story.”) 50 cents. 

HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Read: - 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 Mrs 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam- 

 phlets). By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “Bacteria 


ES 


in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, advocating personal 
and opposin, 
beam,” consi pring 


and public hygiene 

vaccination ; Health in the Sun- 
the blue-glass cure—of value 
‘to sick and well. By mail, 10 cents each. 
HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). ‘The haw 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 386 pages, cloth 
bound, $2; “Heredity,” by, Loring. oody, 169 
AE OB, cloth, 76 cents; * The Law of Heredity,” by 
E'H. Marsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 
Human Temperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; ‘t Generation before Regen- 
eration,” by, Dr. E. È. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; “ Re- 
ports of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 


ise 10 genta; ens OUT Annual l Convention of the 
it of Here ay. cents. 
Institute ee Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


friends as [. 


PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY 


APOLONIUS OF TYANA, 


Paper. 500; cloth. $1, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
: $3 Clinton Place, New York. 


ASrTUDY 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


Price. $1.00. For sale at this ofin.. 


| FREETHOUGHT NOVELS. 
The Heathens of the Heath. A finel 


BY LEWIS G. JANES. written Radical romance. a Sy W MoDonnel, 

This book treats of the natural evolution of the SUDO. ROD cnuem. "Prior P» 

Christian religion, its historical antecedents in Fest, eto. 500 P o5. beats Teduced, Paper 
Palestinian Judaism and Roman: Paganism ; in- : rre ra — 

yestigates the history of the founder of Christian- | F amily Creeds. By William MceDon. 


ity in the light of the latest scientific criticism-of 
the New Testament; shows that the true story of 
the Man Jesns, and his genuin teachings are 
scparahle from, the, lator legendary aceretions Esida x 
whic avy confounde im wi e mythical . in; ance: the d rice, paper, 6t 
Christ, and traces the’ natural devélopment of: conte: cloth, 90 conte. á TER 


Christian dogma and ecclesiastical institutions, | " H 
Complete references and full indez.: a20pp. 8vo, | Nathaniel Vaughan. P. riest and Man. 
i A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal tc 


cloth, gilt top. Price $1.50. E 
Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER Office. George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon. 
ald. 404 pages. $1.25. 


A SKETCH OF THE LIFE The Outeast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story.. From the London edition, By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 

: 80cents. ` 

By 


All in a Lifetime. A Romance. 
Miss Susan H. Wixon. “The great charm ot 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Ite 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
"mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was soaroely „prepared to ex- 

e 


‘nell, author of “Exeter Hall? Price, cloth. 
$1.25; paper, 75 cents. 


Exeter Hall. “One of the most excit- 


. OR THE 
First Ten Decades of Our Era. 
: BY i 
vU DANIEL M. TREDWELL, f 
Designed to show upon the anthority of History 


that Apollonius of Tyana performed miracles an pect to find, in such a mar degree, even 
Spoke "ise sayings eqnal to those attributed to rom so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon. 
esus Christ. 350pp.,octavo, best style. Price $2.50. whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 


most readers in the Freethought ranks,’: Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TR TH SEEKER. . 


TRAVELS iN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER office. 
MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


OR, 


The Forgery of the Old Testament. 


Dedicated to the clergy (loth, $1.25. For Sale at this Offer 
BY : X B 
H.J. SEIGNEURET, BOOKS FOR CHILDREN 
Secularist. -| The Story Hour. Fer Children and 
Price, - - «+ - 10 cents. Youth. Susan H. Wixon. Withont Super- 
stition. e Only Dlustrated Freethinkers’ 


,: Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. Children's Story-Book ever issued. 66 full-page 


er ee S Te and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heav. 
SACRED MYSTERIES toned paper, broad margins, illuminate 
. AMONG THE covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1.25. 
Mayas and tne Quiches 11,500 Two Little Hed Mittens. l fa Story = 
: e mshouse, ennie Butler 
Years Ago. Browne. Prive 10 cents. For salo at this office. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 
e Young Folks. By Miss Snsan H., Wixon. 


ORIGIN OF THE BIBLICAL MYTH 
i By AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON. i Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for young masters and misses, has 


trated. - - - Price, 
pos Poi this office Price, $2.50. passed throngh a very large edition, and a 
a d : second has been issued ata reduced price of 


$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 
OR; i 


photogr ph of the anthor which adds very 
e 
Men or Business Wmo Dr» SowzeTHING BESIDES 
Maxine M ; 


a 
much to valne of the volume. ` 
By 
ONEY. 


Tae. Youth's Liberal Guide. 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M, Price; $1.00, This 
A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 
BY JAMES PARTON, 


volume aims atthe education of yonth in the 
rinciples of Freethought, at the same time 
hat it inculcates moral duties and human 
rights from a standpoint of pnre reason and 
TRUTH 
This book contains 400 pages, plaiuly printed, 
treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 
helped the world; together with eight portraits, 
Mr. Parton’s works need no commendation. They 


are standard. i 
$1.25. 


Price., = - a €. V 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


88 Olinton Place, New York, 


common sense. ddress THE 
SEEKER. | 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In 
vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions, 
with numerous references and citations, that 

' are contradicted in terms 


of other propositions in the same Price 
-25 cents. x . 


t4 


by the same number |. 


jndnstrial Hall, Broad and 
[7:90 Pm. for lectures and 
E10us and social qnestions, 
he andience, N.B.— Truth 
fays on hand at cheapratea, 


‘SHAKSPERE. 
hàkspere conld nót writ 
y: Francis Bacon to the el 
» A.D., 1590. B. M. RY 
;. For sale at this Office, : 


AL SALE! 
&n accumulation of 
Pr notice all my elegant eo 


ESALE COST. 


Hamond ear-drops $200, wo 
(%5 worth ; another Dain 
di egant brooch, arabesqne 
5 » Worth $225; another, line 
8» $220; worth $395; another, 
: Same, $80, worth $1.95 
me reductions, Smaller dia- 
1 elow lowest market price. 
Vis embossed case watch set 
$135, rorth $200 i jady's watch 
H eR ; 
| ches, $50; solid gold pos 
in i apy yp 35, Per cent dis- 
ubi oot Inspection, or 


AND SAVE MONEY, 
WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ill, 


. FELLOWS 


oy 


H 


ie 


isare 


AT. 
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fied ph aicinn and : 

ihe most successful 
Draetice will 
He has 


y all diseases 
xual Jrgans, 
the cnres of which 
he, stands ORDiDent 
‘A 
and IMPOTE 
as the result of P 
abuse in yonth and 
sexnal excesses in ma. 
turer years, causin 
night emissions by 
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^) MODER) 


Hous 


"SHUPEEL's MODERN HOUSES ” No, 8. 
(Just Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of pointing. y à 
A cardboard supplement, ingenionsly drawn and 
colored, to snpply all the neccessary pieces for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
for putting them together. 
ile the supplement affords both old and 
oung the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
oy. itis,in fact,a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itectnre; a perfect, scaled model of one of onr 
mort popular designs, so exact that it is useful to 
uilders. i 
55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000). . i 
2 New Designs for Barns. 
1 New Design for a Chapel. , 
Drawings and description of a model Kitchen |. 
(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 
An Article on Villa Park Associations. 
SENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE, $1. 
dress 


THE CO-OPEBATIVE BUILDING PLAN A830'N. 
191°Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


A SHOR? LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A donble-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how. the one has laboréd for 
hnman advancement, and how the other has 


always opposed it. 

Price, six copies, 80 cents; one dozen, 50 cents; 
twenty-five copies for $1: one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish that the friends of Freethought would 
distribnte thonsands of there telling pictures. 


THE MODERN BALAAM. 


Showing the Balaam of modern times tó be the 
priests, {tisa splendid piotorial argument, Price 
p r dozen, 30 centa; per hundred. $1.50, 


CHRISTIANITY 


| REWARD FOR CRIME. 
substantiated by the Bible, - 


BY 
$ O. B. WHITFORD, M. D. . 
Price 10 Cent», | Per Dozen, $1.09, 


THE TRUTH SEE 3 
Addrem 83 Clinton Place. New York. 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thin eee Convention, January 99, 1884. Price‘ 


"RAL LEAGUE No, 257. 


i 


|. 


~ hut: the inspectors. 


E last Yicénse to! E 
'Ga., expired : on tlie 19th, 
cating’ drinks: can now : 
The inhabitants now-hav 
in from outside the city; 
. that the receipts of' ‘thy: 
‘were thereby increased $ 

A. T. Srzwart's widow: 
died on the 25th, aged 83 à 

: Over: 980,000 voters 
registered in, this city: 
“This is.6,000 less than. 

- the presidental yea ) 


Wok that - the “ezar O f: 
Russia had shot’ and. 
killed, one of his. a hi 
dani The, shooting 
"unprovol ked. - 

SzvgRAL New- York 
‘ladies endeavored to b 
-Agker this: year: as voter 


tomes H 


-formly | declined to 1 jl 
‘theft names, j 


i Sunday : to: ‘attend 
` “dedication | exercises) 
l . Bartholdi’s statue of Lil 
S eny on ‘the 28th. 


TORES., fires.. Tage in 
È erinsylvania. ° Smoking | 
‘out à coon in New Hi ae | 
‘shire burnt over & ‘thous: | 
i “sand: acres of fine: weod- | 

“land. in’ Keene, “West 
/moreland, and Chester: i 


< Richmond has ptis 


numerous: church dignitariés, 


.. On June, 19th, at: Steven’s- Point; Wis., W. 
OW. Haseltine, a ‘lawyer, shot and killed Amos |: 
Morse had seduced the 
Last week a jury ac-. 
-quitted Haseltine of. the charge. of murder. : 


E. Morse, a banker. 
.Wife of the- other. 


l ‘Pausipenr CLEVELAND attended the agricul- 
He. received a hearty 
"welcome from the citizens. 


‘tural fair in Virginia. 


on atayed in Washington. 
.. growing’ inordinately fat, 


‘massage treatment to reduce his weight. 


. Henry GEORGE, candidate for mayor of 
New York, invited his Democratic opponent, 
< Abram: Hewitt, to debate the questions at 
- issue between them from the public platform. 
„Mr: Hewitt declined,:but replied through the 
press.: Mr. George rejoined in thé same man- 
“ner, ‘and-each has now written three letters. 

he ‘disputants are conceded to be evenly 
“matched, though Mr: George has a slight ad- 

Vantage in being ‘Supported by a party that 


__has na record. 


Lvov M the Anarchist's wife, had a 
. hall hited at Orange, N. J., where. she was 
advertised to ‘speak last . Sunday: When she 
arrived in town ‘she found the hall locked, 
and aman standing guard before it armed 
, With a nrusket and. bayonet.: 
decided not to Tet. her use the room. Having 
paid thé’ rentin advance, Mrs. 
_ pushed the guard. aside,: kicked. in the door, 
`- entered the hall, and, putting her head out of 
a. window, invited the crowd: fo ‘enter and. 
hear the speaking. The marshal attempted 
to.clear the hall, but Mrs. Parsons confronted 
‘him with a contract for the hall showing that 
it "belónged to her for that.day, and he backed 
out. The lecturer thereupon proceeded with 
There was no disturbance nor 


„her. remarks. 
occasion for one.. 


A 


ea at Chicago eT 


“Odds ed Gds, a 


one time and another story another.” 


IN a country printing-office. 
itor): 
itor (after several. attempts) : 


cause I am sitting on it, and don’t want to disturb 
myself, Never mind; I'll say the old gentleman ! 
died of some disease that i is easier to-speil.” 


In a household in which the “Mikado” is a! 
favorit composition, a little girl came downstairs 
the other day and asked her aunt what dréadful 
things she supposed her still younger sister put in 
her prayers? The aunt expressed her inability to 
conjecture, and the shocked little maiden replied: ; 


in the spring, tra la.’” 


Mr. Warzaox : Yes, beats all what dueer things 
happen nowadays. We've got the durndest mys- 
tery you ever seé in our town now.”: Omaha man: 
* Ah! some crime, I suppose?” “ Well, yes, some- 
thing like that. You see, a tramp has confessed 
that he stole $10 from the contribution-box of our 
church.” * Yes, but where's the mystery? You 
know who.took it." “ Why, we can't imagin how 
it got there, you gee,” 


A SonrPrURAL Panorama.—The regular lecturer 
to the panorama being ill, his assistant behind 
the scenes, a Hibarnian, officiated in the capacity 
one night. . Lecturer : This movin’ scane, gintle- 
men and ladies, represints ‘Daniel in the Lions’ 
Den.*- Thisis Damel betwixt the lions.” Auditor: 
“ Be, them wild lions or circus lions !” Lecturer: 
“I pity the ignorance of the like of yez, sor. 
This was B.C., before circuseg."— Texas Siftings. 


"Mrs. Cleveland | 
The president is 
and has adopted 


Tourist : * An’ now me letter of credit is cashed, 
can you direct me to some spot in this blawsted 
country that will equal Pipe-weed-under-Tay- 
copse-Herfordshire-heath, North Staffordshire, 
England, for a flip at a salmon?" Banker: ‘I 
seldom fish myself, but I understand that Mud 
Creek -over - against - Bill - Simmonse’s -Mill-pond- 
Knox-conuty, over-the-left-and-under-suspicion- 
Maine, United States of America, four-hands- 
round, is a fair sporting ground,” 


The owner had 


Parsons 


THE modern rage “for abbreviations, especially 
in the names of societies (says the Freeman) was 
‘strikingly exemplified the other day at-a certain 
woman's prayer-meeting. One of the sisters, who 
is very much interested in the Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union, the Woman’s Foreign Mission- 
ary Society, the Woman's Home Missionary So- 
ciety, and the Woman's Educational and Indus- 
trial Union, prayed fervently, with à charming 
certainty that she would be understood, ** O Lord; 
bless the W. C. T. U., the W. F. M. 8.5 the W. H. M. 
- Ba and the W. E. and I. U. aes: . 


E of an uncertain age was asked by aj . 
census taker, “How old are you, madam? p 
“Thirty years,” she replied.: ‘That's what you] 
told me last census, ten years ago." “ Well, I’m 

not one of the kind of women who tell one. story | 


Editor (to compos. 
**'How do you spell pneumonia?” Compos- 
“Giv it up. Why 
-don’t you look in the dictionary ?" Editor: “ Be- 


* She says, * O Lord ! bless the flowers’ that bloom  «Q pecus amorem Mary habet omnia temporum.” 


liberty 
Tee ‘civil 


. May: rede: to hav reached à purer air, ` 
"Where faith has center everywhere; 
Nor carest to fix itself to form,” 


Leave thou thy sister, when she prays, 


ng! 3 = - 
This little waaraned:likewis was t 
. „vatin; 


One dayit did: accompany y her to ‘the knowledge 


dispensary. 
. Which to every rule and precedent was recklessly Her'eárly heaven, her happy views; 
contrary. Nor then with shadowed hint confuse 


A life that leads melodious days.’ ` 
—Tennyson’s In-Memoriam, 


Immediately whereupon the pedagog superior 
Exasperated, did éject the lamb from the interior. 


Then Mary, on beholding such performance arbi- 
trary, 
Suffused her eyes with saline drops from glands 


by an extract from Huxley’s. “ Emancipation,” 


| - calledlachrymary.. `- validity of their i rh F : 
lidity .o: eir import. For myself, I do not. 

pend. ae pupils grew thereat” tumultuously hesitate to avow that they seem tome to be uttered 
a , the spirit of pure cant, a failing that the poet. 

And speculated on the case with wild, “conjectures "id of Englan dis not, Tam mede ny E 
various. gether free from. ‘ Whatis sauce forthe goose,’ 

“ What makes the lamb love Mary 80?” the scholars | we hav it on good authority, "is sauce for the 
asked the teacher. gander ;” and if you hav, “after trial and storm,” 


eradicated errors and falsities from your own 
mind, and hav found tbat it- does you good, it is 
natural and proper that you carry relief from the 


He paused a moment, then he tried to diagnose 
the creature. 


“Thanks, teacher dear,” the scholars cried, and 
. &wé crept darkly o'er 'em. 


Paine Vincica al 


v: 
A' thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York  Observér's slanderous attacks © — 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution, Containing 
both the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


or your, wife. No consistent Freethinker would— 
it goes without saying—seek: to force an opinion 
upon any one, but he, too,-should let his light 
shine before men, and especially before those of 
his own household. The subject is too large to be 
entered on in a note, but I cannot let Tennyson’s 
lines—beautiful and tender as they are—pass 
through my hands without protesting against their 
truth, and saying plainly that I loók on them as 
mean and cowardly. I don’t ask any Infidel 
brother--God forbid—to annoy his. mother, or his 
sister, or his wife on account of their sticking to 
creeds that hav lost credit with him; but I do ex- 
hort him to hold up his head and bear testimony, 
as mildly as may be, but at the same timeas firmly. 
as need be, against all hypocrisy and lies.—Hylax. 
WHILE I LIV BE TRUE. 
Make me no vows of constancy, my friend, 
To love me, though I die, thy whole life long, 
. Aud love no other till thy days shall end— 
Nay, it were rash and wrong. 


If thou canst love another, be it 80; 
I would not reach out of my quiet grave 
To bind thy heart if it should choose to go— 
Love should not be a slave. 

Thou wouldst not feel my.shadowy caress, . - 
If, after dark, my soul should linger here ; 
Men’s hearts crave tangible, close tenderness, 
Love's presence, warm and near. 

It would not make me 8leep more peacefully 
That thou wert wasting all thy life in woe 
For my poor sake; what love thou hast for me: 
Bestow it ere I go. ^ 
Carve not upon a stone when I am dead 
`The praises which remorseful mourners giv 
To.woman’s graves—a tardy recompense— 
But speak them while I liv. 
Forget me when I die! The violets 
. Above my rest will blossom just as blue, 
Nor miss thy tears; e'en Nature's self forgets ;. 
' Bui while I liv be true T —Anon, 


— 


` The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
| Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. . 


TOGETHER WITH 4 
A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 
A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
bed of Thomas Paine. 
BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account, 


78pp. Price 15 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 


Nore. —These lines were recalled tomy memory 


it: is fal&o,-She- never mig“ - 
to Gh th ule and to 


and -I hav transcribed them that my readers _ 
may meditate and make up their minds upon the 


yoke of superstition to your mother, your sister, ` 


1 


A JOURNAL 


OF FREETHOUGHT AND REFORM. 


Entered at the Post-Offlce at New York. N. Y.. as Second-class Matter. 


Vol.. 18. No. 45.] PUBLISHED WEEKLY.} New York, Saturdav, November 6, 1886. 133 CLINTON PLACE.| $3.00 per year. 
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alates and Clippings. 


Miss Rose ELIZABETH CLEVELAND, the pres- 
ident’s sister, is reported to hav. resigned the 
editorship of the Chicago Literary Life. Her 
health was poor, and her editorial work was 
not much better. 


Tue will of the late Samuel J. Tilden, who 
left large sums for charitable purposes, is to 
be contested by his relativs. Mr. Tilden 


made the mistake of not becoming his own 


executor while alive. 


Tue trouble with these ‘‘ faith cures,” says 
the Norristown Herald, is that in a few weeks 
after the “complete recovery” is reported, 
the patient’s funeral takes place. This is cal- 
culated to make the faith cure unpopular in 
some quarters. 


A Brent boy in Springfield, Mass., asked 
his school-teacher how far a procession of 
the presidents of the United States would 
reach if they were placed in a row. When 


-she gave it up he answered, ‘‘ From Washing- 


ton to Cleveland.” 


` AMONG the mottoes displayed in the Henry 

George parade last Saturday night was this: 
‘Reorganization of Society independent of 
Boss, Priest, or Loafer.” We would recom- 
mend that sentiment to the attention of Mr. 
Powderly, G. M. W., K. of L. 

LrreRARY men hav been somewhat promi- 
nent in New York politics, among them 
Henry George, Allen Thorndyke Rice, Amos 
Cummings, and others. The politicians are 
inclined to make fun of the book-men, though 
it is believed that the latter shine as brilliantly 
in politics as the politicians would in litera- 
ture. 


Last Sunday the Rev. J. Vandyke, Jr., 
preached a sermon on ‘‘ Property and Theft 
from the Christian Viewpoint.” Whatever 
the Christian theory of property and theft 
may be, the Christian practice is to own the 
property and commit the theft by dodging 
taxes. 

A MAN in Seattle, W. T., keeps this card 
standing in a local paper: ‘‘ Whereas, I hav 
left my wife and her board; whereas, I hav 
become attached to another and more attractiv 
woman, I hereby giv warning to the public 
that I will in future pay my own bills with- 
out any assistance from her whatever.” 


In a recent address in London Dr. Farrar 
said that for every Christian that had been 
made in India there were one hundred drunk- 
ards. In Burmah, Japan, and Madagascar 
the population was being decimated by 
British rum. At Nazareth, at this moment, 


-when a drunken man was seen the Moham- 


medans, pointing the finger of scorn at him, 
say: ‘‘ There goes a Christian.” 

Tur Pall Mall Gazette says that Miss Fanny 
Vaudrey, a lady of independent means, was 
summoned to the Manchester police court the 
other day for violent and indecent conduct in 
the church of St. John the Evangelist, Cheet- 
ham. It was stated that on Sunday morning 
the defendant made a great noise with her 
umbrella, and from time to time during the 
service she rapped the front of the pew very 
loudly with her book. She also coughed in 
a peculiar manner. When the curate was be- 
ginning to read the first lesson, she, looking 
toward the clergyman, deliberately put her 
thumb to her nose. The judge dismissed the 
case, but told the defendant she would surely 
be fined if she did so again. 


A Boston clergyman, deeply interested in 
getting money fora charitable institution, has 
offered a newspaper man $500 if he will be 
married on the stage at a coming entertain- 
ment in aid of the institution. The newspa- 
per man said that he'd do it. What the 
young woman said has not been made public, 
&nd why the minister doesn't giv the $500 to 
the charitable institution outright is also an 
unanswered question.— JN. Y. Sun. 


Tue New York Woman Suffrage Associa- 
tion chartered a boat, and went in a body to 
visit our new Goddess of Liberty on Bedloe’s 
Island. The fact that Liberty was embodied 
as & woman they regarded as a compliment to 
the sex, and so expressed themselvs. Mar. 
guerite Moore and several other ladies made 
excellent speeches. Mrs. Lillie Devereux 
Blake considered ‘“ delightfully inconsistent 
a statue of Liberty embodied as a woman in 
a land where no woman has political liberty.” 


THERE is being exhibited at Leipzic, says 
the Electrician, an apparatus for putting crim- 
inals to death by electricity. So long as it is 
found necessary to retain capital punishment 
on our statute books it may well be that the 
electric method is the most merciful and least 
repulsiv process that could be devised for car- 
rying the sentence into effect. But if such 
means are ever adopted in this country the 
details will certainly not be carried out in the 
theatrical manner which commends itself to 
the Leipzic amateur. In this apparatus, be- 
hind the chair in which the condemned man 
is to take his seat—and by means of which, 
as we need not yet explain in detail, his body 
is placed in circuit with a powerful coil— 
there stands a conventional figure of Justice 


with bandaged eyes, holding the balance in 
her left hand and the sword in her right. 
The criminal having taken his seat, the 
proper functionary is supposed to read over 
the record of his crimes and the sentence of 
the law. This ceremony completed, he folds 
up the document and places it in the scale 
pan, the arm of the balance descends, closes 
the circuit, and all is over. 


Ir sounds like an echo of the voices of the 
past to hear talk of trying men up at Andover 
because they are suspected of not believing 
that all the heathen who hav died without ac- 
cepting the Christian religion are now roast- 
ing in eternal hell. Does it not suggest the 
times of witch-killing, of the stake and the 
scourge for unbelievers? Most people who 
read of the latest New England controversy 
will smile half incredulously, and wonder if 
there is anybody left in this century to en- 
tertain, in seriousness, such a horrible and 
blasphemous hypothesis. It is a shocking 


idea that there are still minds so plunged in 


medieval darkness. Unfortunately, the rev- 
elations from Andover leave no doubt that’ 
such there are. Once in every five years, we 
learn from Andover reports, the members of 
the faculty of that astounding institution hav 
to make affirmation that they still absolutely 
and wholly believe in certain doctrins pre- 
scribed in a past century. Think of it! 
Think of & man solemnly swearing that in 
five years of life his mind had not broadened, 
his thoughts had not grown deeper, his ideas 
had not become wiser, truer, more whole- 
some and more charitable and hopeful—that 
in five years he had learned nothing! And 
think of making such a man a teacher of 
youth |—Puck, 
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Communications. 


The Chureh and its Influence. 


Magellan’s voyage around the world wrapped the 
winding-sheet around the doctrin of a flat earth, and 
laid it away with other dried mummies. With the 
flat earth went the infallibility of the church. Geol- 
ogy choked the life out of the Mosaic account of 
creation and left it of no more account than a dried 
snake-skin. Martin Luther asserted his right to in- 
terpret the scripture for himself ; in other words, the 
right to mental freedom. This has been construed 
into a license for people to use their brains. When 
people began to think they ceased to be slaves of the 
church. Science to-day pays no more attention to 
the church than it does to a rattle-box. 

As the worth of human life has been more appre- 
ciated, and the individual became of greater con- 
sequence, the church has become more insignificant. 
As the people have asserted their rights the church 
has lost prestige and power. As the people hav 
discarded religious literature and wandered away 
into the by and forbidden paths of. science and 
secular reading, they hav lost confidence in the Bible 
_ and divine interposition. The more general intelli- 
gence has been diffused, the less reverence the people 
hav shown for the clergy. The more the philosophy 


of human events has been studied, the more the peo-. 


ple hav lost confidence in prophecy. The more the 
real wants of man are studied, the less the demands 
of the church are heeded. As the church loses con- 
trol over the minds of men there is a corresponding 
independence and freedom of thought. The condi- 
tion of man has been bettered as he has arisen above 
religious superstition. 

Professor Draper says, * As the leaden pressure of 
the church ceased, the intellect of man expanded.” 
During long centuries the motto of the church has 
been, “Obedience to the church—loyalty to the king." 

It was only when the power of the church began 
to wane that the grand truth was promulgated that 
man was born with an inherent right to “ life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness.” 

The tendency of individualism is to wipe out the 
power of the church, and the tendency of the church 
is to wipe out individualism. ‘Before the freedom of 
thought, and speech, and press can be fully asserted, 
the power of the church must be beaten back. 

The great crime of Martin Luther was that he re- 
. fused to think as the church dictated. “On this 
ground I stand,” said he, “the church has no more 
power to bind my mind than my limbs;” and he de- 
clared a grand truth. But he failed in not seeing 
and declaring it to be a universal truth. 

Freethought ought ever to be encouraged. It is 
for the world's best good that itshould be. .One free 
man is worth more to the world than a hundred 
slaves. Instead of proscription and persecution, let 
the church enter the arena of fair and honest argu- 
ment. Every claim will be allowed her which is 
based on reason. Nothing should be allowed which 
has no other foundation than myth, miracle, and 
superstition. If Luther had the right to think for 
himself, that right is common to us all. 

The church is aware that every demonstration of 
science has a tendency to weaken its power. Only a 
short time ago a religious paper cautioned its readers 
against “science which does not harmonize with the 
scriptures.” Ultimately the church will find out that 
the supernatural must giv place to the natural. 

Almost invariably the church denies the conclusions 
of science in regard to the discovery of every new 
fact. After the fact has been established, the pious 
experts tinker at it to make it harmonize with the 
scriptures. Failing in this, they find a new meaning 
for the scripture which will fit the fact, and after a 
decade or two will claim the honor of the discovery. 
The church fought for a flat earth until demonstrated 
facts made the idea too ridiculous to be tolerated. 
Now she is constantly boasting how the Copernican 
theory shows forth the wisdom and power of God. 
It fought the printing-press, which now is the chief 
instrument in sending Bibles and tracts and other 
Christian buncombe to the heathen. It fought the 
temperance and antislavery reforms, but now it 
claims all the glory- which has been achieved. 

It began to dawn upon a few minds that intelli- 
gence without Christianity was better than ignorance 
and poverty with it. Against this doctrin the church 
leveled its heaviest artillery. The church understood 
` full well that so long as the people could be kept in 

ignorance they could be induced to starve themselvs 

_in order to keep church dignitaries fat. It was only 
when the people began to doubt that plagues and 
pestilences were visitations from God that better 
‘conditions were sought, for. Nearly every effort to 
ward off disease was opposed by the church three 
hundred years ago. Every calamity was regarded by 
the church as a visitation from God on account of 
the sins of the people. Every blessing was calculated 
to.make the people vain and draw their minds from 
heavenly things. In -short, whatever looked like 
improvement and advancement sent up a howl from 
the church. . - 


{ig just as ridiculous as anything described in any 


Notwithstanding the fact that the church has 
waged war with science a hundred times, and as 
many times has been driven to the wall, she now has 
the brazen effrontery to stand up before the world 
and declare that she has always been the “true” 
friend of science. That is, science construed so as to 
support the Mosaic account of creation, all the mira- 
cles and holy absurdities of the church. 

The church has always shown a disposition to sac- 
rifice man’s best interests on the earth for the inter- 
ests in an imaginary heaven. Science has had less to 
do with the heavenly abode, but has vastly improved 
the condition of man here. 

When the church was in full power the average 
length of human life was twenty-one and twenty-one 
one-hundredths years. Now it is forty and sixty- 
eight one-hundredths years. As many liv to the age 
of seventy now as lived to the age of forty then. 
This should always remind us that "ignorance is the 
mother of devotion," and that *knowledge is power." 

A storm is gathering. A terrible battle is yet to 
be joined between science and freedom on the one 
hand, and the superstitions of the churches on the 
other. Let no one be surprised to see Protestantism 
and Catholicism united and marshaling their forces 
against the advancing hosts of science, whom they 
know, if not silenced, will ultimately undermine the 
already worm-eaten altars of superstition. 

The wail of the church in both England and Amer- 
ica shows that the old superstition is dying out. 
Science builds on the rocks of the ages, and her de- 
ductions will ultimately tear the pretentious robes 
from the church, and show her to be a demon of 
darkness instead of an angel of light. This result 
the church sees if science and the spirit of investiga- 
tion are left with an open field. As a last resort 
there will be a union of all denominations professing 
Christ as the savior of the world, and then, by main 
force, there will be an effort to choke the life-breath 
out of science. 

Wilford Hall is even now preparing the way by 
standing science on its head, so to speak, and the 
churches are quite generally adopting his new 
theories. He flatly admits that there is an antago- 
nism between theological ideas and the sciences as 
now taught, and that they never can be harmonized. 
Hence he has taken the sciences into his mental dis- 
secting-room, and proposes to cut to pieces, re- 
arrange, and breathe a new breath of life into their 
nostrils, and turn them out either fish, flesh, spirit, 
or smoke, as may best meet the demands of the 
church. And the church says, “ Yaw, Amen!” 

Hither science must yield to the dogmatic claims 
of the church, or the church must relinquish its claim 
to the inspiration of an “old book.” It will be ali 
the worse for the world if the church is victorious. | 

Select the wisest men from all the nations of the 
earth, and it would be impossible for them to write 
out a moral or political code fitly applicable to the 
wants of the people two thousand years hence. To 
bind the race to such a code would be to declare that 
man should never be allowed to progress beyond his 
present limits. But the Christian puts an old book, 
the product of an ignorant age, above the accumu- 
lated knowledge of the ages, and his whole influence 
is exerted to make men satisfied with the ignorance 
of three thousand years ago. 

The Christian, after the teachings of the church 
for eighteen hundred years, asks you to disregard all 
the teachings of science, and believe that the world, 
and all the systems of worlds, were made in six days 
out of nothing: that snakes and jackasses could once 
talk; that solid walls of masonry could be blown 
down with rams’ horns, and a hundred other ridicu- 
lous statements not in keeping with science, and 
which hav served no other purpose than to dwarf and 
enslave the minds of men. 

When a young man: is started out in life with a full 
belief that such statements are the “ finger-marks of 
God,” he is started out a lunatic, and his whole life 
will probably be spent in fighting the scientific 
friends of humanity. 

When the obscenity, absurdity, and brutality of 
the Old Testament are shown up to the Christian, 
he turns to the New Testament, forgetting that a 
troop of dead men climbing up out of their graves, 
and galloping round among the saints and apostles, 


book new or old, “ Baron Munchausen ” not excepted. 

Everything recorded in the New Testament would 
be easy if we could only get back to New Testament 
times, and then trace the history of events through 
three or four centuries. Anyone can perform 
miracles, if a little shrewd, if he can only find people 
sufficiently ignorant. 

Spooks, ghosts, witches, and miracles are at a dis- 
count among intelligent men to-day. In parts of 
Delaware, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania there are 
still witches, and ghosts, and goblins stalking around. 
The people are very pious in parts of those states. 

There hav been a few men in each century who did 
not believe in the divinity of Christ, nor in any of the 
Christian delusions; but when the death penalty was 
attached for not destroying their writings “ wherever 
found,” it will readily be understood why the Chris- 
tian boasts that his religion has stood the “ test 


mystery to me. 


of ages,” and why the writings of many of those 
men hav not come down to-us. 
tem, social, political, or religious, compromises the 
dignity and freedom of the human mind, shuns the 
light, or strives to avoid investigation, that system is 
to be suspected. Every system founded in justice, 
truth, and reason invites the severest criticism. 


en any sys- 


I hav entered into the discussion of this subject, 
not so much because I had confidence in my ability to 
do the subject justice, as because I considered it one 
of the most stupendous frauds ever imposed upon an ` 


unsuspecting people. 


Though my strength may not be that of Hercules, 


and although others hav wielded weapons far more 


effectiv than mine, still the temptation. is constantly . 
before me to do what I can to put an end to the 
Christian delusion. Jonn Prox. 


+2 —___—— 
Freethought in England. , 
IIL——ORGANS OF FREETHOUGHT—THEIR POLIOY. 

A few lines about the writers before referring to 
the policy of the paper. In my last article I omitted 
the names of two veteran advocates of intellectual 
freedom—I mean George Jacob Holyoake and Mr. . 
Thomas Slater—but except for very occasional lect- _ 
ures these gentlemen hav both retired from activ 


service in the Freethought vinyard. The oldest 


organ of the Freethought party in England is, as 
your readers are probably awaré, the Wational Re- 
former, edited by Mr. Bradlaugh and Mrs Besant. 
It may be described as a journal for the discussion 
of politics, scientific theories, and religion. Besides 
the editors it has only a few contributors. A learned 
gentleman of Jewish birth, a ripe scholar and pro- 
found thinker, and professor of what Carlyle called 
the “dull science” of “political economy,” writes 
each week under the initial of * D," which is under- 
stood to represent the first letter of his nom de 


plume, “ Dialecticus,” a series of philosophical ar- - 


ticles. “D” is a thorough Freethinker. For the 
medical profession he has almost as much contempt 
as for the clergy, regarding the latter almost in the 
same light as James Mill, who looked upon them all 
as “distributors of theological dust.” Doctors, ac- 
cording to’ “ D," thrive on the medical superstitions 
of the people in much the same way as theologians 
do on their religious superstitions. 
Moral questions “D” treats from the standpoint 
of a Rationalist who measures the value of all actions 
by their utility only, allowing no sentimental 
prejudices, which, to most of us, are the natural 
growth of our unhealthy cireumstances and irrational 
habits, to warp his judgment. In short, “D.’s” ar- 
ticles are an intellectual treat, and are read by thou- 
sands who regard him as a thinker of singular vigor, 
whose writings hav the great merit of making pro- 
found subjects clear even to the most ordinary minds. ` 
Mr. Bradlaugh writes a number of ‘ Jottings” on 
his Parliamentary labors; sometimes, by way of 
pleasant exercise, says a few severe things on the 
Christian’s creed in “ dialogue,” or answers a stupid 
sermon in a letter to the Rev. Mr. So and So, in 
which epistle he manages to ask his antagonist, as a 
general rule, more questions than could be adequately 
answered in several columns, supposing fora, moment 
—which is a very difficult supposition indeed to one 
who knows how little the clergy really know—that 
the questions could be satisfactorily answered at all. 
Then Mrs. Besant gontributes a column of interesting 
items under the head of * Daybreak,” but lately she has 
had a great deal more to say on-“ Socialism” than on 
Freethought. Ever and anon, however, Mrs. Besant 
feels impelled to return to her proper work, i.e., that of : 
slaying the insidious creeds of Christendom, in which 
branch of intellectual labor all who hav read her writ- 
ings know she is quite in her element. Mr. Robertson, 
as I hav before said, wields a powerful and versatil 
pen, and when he is not describing the “ Sins of the 
Scottish Kirk,” or ridiculing Mrs. Craik’s absurd 
notion of the moral purity of old poets and the writ- 
ers of the Bible as exhibited in their book, he is sing- 
ing the praises of some Socialistic scheme of his own 
manufacture, or taking to task some literary scribe 
who thinks more highly of Shelley or less highly of 
Keats as poets than he does himself. Add to these 
names that of Dr. Lewins, who writes at times to- 
prove that nothing exists in the universe but mind 
or. thought, though why he should take the trouble 
to pick up an imaginary pen and write an imaginary 
article for people who hav no existence outside his 
own perturbed brain has always been a profound 
But. if there's no matter, never 
mind. Articles from these clever writers appear each 
week, but I sometimes think that a little freshness 
would be given to the paper by inserting contribu- 
tions from other writers, and more especially the . 
younger members of the Freethought party—a 
course which I am pleased to see is adopted with ad- 
vantage in your own journal—Tur TRUTH SEEKER. 
The policy of the National Reformer is the same 
as when I first took it in 1874, namely: Radical in 
polities; neo-Malthusian in regard to the increase of 
population; Atheistic in reference to the gods of 


‘religion, and Materialistic in regard to the editors’ 


and contributors’ views of the universe. 
Though, from a literary standpoint, the National 
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Reformer is considered by many to be of higher 
merit than in previous years, when most of its pres- 
ent contributors did not write regularly for it, I am 
free to confess that I. liked it better for the general 
smartness of its articles when it numbered among its 
contributors such writers as B. V. (James Thomson), 
G. W. Foote, Francis Neale, J. P. Adams, and Charles 
Watts, in addition to its present editors. 

Years ago, too, when Mr. Bradlaugh wrote epistles 
almost weekly to the clergy, they were characterized 


. by a vigorous style, thrilling in their forcefulness; 


now, however, in laboring after literary accuracy, his 
contributions lack that verve which gave his early 
eontributions .such fascination that he who com- 
menced to read was bound to go on to the end. 

: In point of age, the Secular Review comes next as 
an organ of Freethought in England. . 

Of this journal it need only be said that the eccen- 
trie genius before mentioned, Saladin (W. Stewart 
Ross), is the editor; that his unique writings under 
the heading of “At Random” occupy a large por- 
tion of the paper; that everything he writes is pow- 
erfu, though he is disposed to criticise Mr. Brad- 
laugh’s conduct in a manner that is most unfair and 
ungenerous, and thus put in the hands of the ene- 
mies of Freethought a weapon which they do not fail 


: to use against us in the most unscrupulous fashion, 


and sometimes with the most disastrous effect. 
Among the contributors to the Secular Review is 


_ that most learned of Biblical commentators, “Julian” 


—~another eccentric genius, Wm. Maccall—and a num- 
ber of clever writers on philosophical questions. 

The policy of the Secular Review is that of Agnos- 
ticism, though its special feature a short time ago 
was Dr. Lewins’s fad of “ Hylo-Idealism." 

Toward all religions its attitude is partly icono- 
clastic and partly eclectic, the iconoclastic element 
predominating. . 

But the Freethought journal that has the largest 
circulation, and the most influence among the rising 
generation, is the Freethinker, edited by Q. W. 
Foote. In addition to being a powerful platform ad- 
vocate, Mr. Foote is one of the tersest and most 


‘brilliant writers on Freethought in England. His 


.ingroom of the British Museum, and who is re- |: 


“ Heroes and Martyrs of Freethought” and “ Bible 
Romances,” as well as his miscellaneous pamphlets, 
are not likely to be improved upon by any subse- 
quent writer, at all events, for many years to come. 

-He is ably assisted by Mr. Joseph Mazzini 
Wheeler, a gentleman who virtually livs in the read- 


garded by those who know him well as one of the 
best-read men in England. 

Mr. Wheeler is a prolific writer. No matter what 
the subject, he is able to write cleverly upon it; but 


` his own particular theme is * Buddhism." 


Mr. W. P. Ball is another of Mr. Foote’s.con/réres 
on the staff of the Freethinker. This writer has done 
Splendid service to Freethought in the admirable 


` articles he contributed a year or two ago to the Na- 


tional Reformer on “Bible Lessons in Board 
Schools,” in which, in a light, satirical vein, he dem- 
onstrated the absurdities and barbarities contained in 
“holy writ.” These articles I hope to some day see 
reprinted. 


Mr. Ball is an Individualist. Though one of the 


' most social men I ever met, Le hates the impractica- 


ble theories propounded by Socialists, many of whom 
know very littte about the people—their mode of liv- 
ing, their habits, or their aspirations. Recently he 
took up the cudgels against Mrs. Besant’s **Social- 
ism,” and, in my opinion, dealt out some very effectiv 
blows against it. Mrs. Besant, however, was annoyed 
at the style adopted by the writer, and did not like 
the illustrations he chose to make, which appear at 
first sight to be too personal. Mr. Ball would, I am 
sure, bé the last man in the world to abuse an oppo- 
nent, especially a lady, in lieu of argument; but as 
he knows from practical experience the absolutely 


‘unworkable character of all schemes of Socialism yet 


formulated, he does not hesitate to point out their 

worthlessness by the best arguments and illustrations 

he is capable of using. 
I sometimes say a few words to my Freethought 


: brothers and sisters in the columns of the Free- 


thinker myself; but I leave your readers to judge of 
the merit, or lack of it, in anything I write, by refer- 
ence to the writings themselvs. 

The editor of the Freethinker believes in ridicule; 
each week on the first page of his journal appears a 
eartoon representing some ridiculous phase of Bible 
teaching. Iam glad to see Tue TRUTH SEEKER adopts 
this method of pointing out error; I know that a 
picture is often more effectual in attaining our end 
than a sober argument would be. People hav to be 
shocked into thinking. And they are being shocked 
at a greater rate to-day than at any previous time in 
the history of the Freethought movement. 

ÁnTHUR B. Moss. 


Clerieal. 

Religious preaching has been, in our days, enlisted 
in the same category with the works of the hammer 
and the hand. Theological workshops are opened 
for the beating of brains to fit them to handle the 
materials from the pew to the pulpit. The elasticity 


of the steel thus hammered does not last for more 
than twenty-four hours, nor does it extend beyond 
the confines of the houses set apart for religious 
performances. The atmosphere of the places for re- 
hearsals of the tragedy of the fall of man and the 
farce of salvation is full of all sentiments and pas- 
sions, more 80 when it is breathed out from the cler- 
ical stages and forced into the nostrils of the guile- 
less children of faith.. Human intellect has found 
that laboring'in the sacred cause on the first day 
pays well for a long rest of the following six days, 
and this mania has taken possession of the brightest 
intellect of the present age so that the inherent spir- 
itual light has been totally eclipsed by the natural 
and human attempts of making most of everything 
that meets the material wants of the body physical. 


‘| Spiritual hunger and spiritual thirst are nowhere 


quenched; nay, even the natural is hardly overcome. 
Great Talmages and great Beechers rush to the three 
tables more punctually than the sinner who sits un- 
observed on one of the back benches in the temple of 
God. S. Govinpa Row Sarray, a Hindoo. 
—————-—5$—— ——— —— 


The Catholic Factory at Feehanville. 


Some months ago I mentioned that magnificent 
eleemonysary institute, St. Mary's Training School, 
at Feehanvile. After some difficulty, before me lies 
a borrowed annual report of Brother Leo, superin- 
tendent. It is a truly remarkable document, more 
particularly for what it omits than what it presents. 
The pamphlet is sixteen pages, containing matter for 
about half that amount of space, being replete with 
blank pages, proving more of a blessing to the printer 
than of practical value to its readers. If “brevity is 
the soul of wit,” Brother Leo must be either a merry 
old soul or a sound philosopher. Catholic institu- 
tions are governed in accordance with the attributes 
of their God—they are past finding out—and if a 
careful suppression of facts will accomplish it, they 
don't propose we shall be much wiser. 

We are told the corner-stone of Feehanville was 
laid in 1882, when nearly $100,000 was raised for 
the project by his grace the Most Reverend Archbishop 
Feehan from among wealthy Protestants for this 
purely non-sectarian training-school. A non-sectarian 
school under Catholic control would be a rara avis 
indeed. "Well might Milton bewail such hypocrisy as 
is Feehan's strong point. 

I, under fair pretense of friendly ends, 
And well-placed words of glossy courtesy, 
Baited with reason not implausible, i 
Wind me into the easy-hearted man 

And hug him into snares. 

* Feehanville differs,” we are told, “from penal 
and reformatory institutions, inasmuch as it does not 
receive boys convicted of criminal offenses, or boys 
known to hav vicious or immoral habits,” its avowed 
purpose. being to train and educate destitute, home- 
less boys. Then why in the name of common sense 
are those boys, who hav not been convicted of crime, 
and who are not even immoral, committed to. this 
institution by the justices of peace of this county and 
deprived of their liberty till they attain their major- 
ity? Brother Leo regrets that the scope of the 
school is so. limited that it cannot accommodate 
more, and, as usual, makes a sanctimonious plea 
for money so that an addition for one thousand 
more boys may be built. He doubtless equally 
regrets that there is not an inquisitorial attachment 
for the benefit of the heretics outside. 

That these boys are shut out from contact with the 
world of fact and sense till twenty-one isan infamous 
outrage. As a pretext for this addition, the report 
claims there are many hundred boys in Chicago 
“roaming the streets, helplessly drifting into misery 
and degradation.” Yet, how comes it that the adults 
who hav received largely of this highly moral Catholic 
training, which Feehanville endeavors to impart, form 
the vast majority of the most degraded people in 
every community? Catholicism and. degradation are 
considered synonyms! If half of the filth and dirt 
which I am assured exists in the school obtains, this 
school is putting its pupils on the highway to degra- 
dation. Brother Leo states that one-fourth the pris- 
oners in the House of Correction for 1885 were 
minors, and pleads for a suitable home and proper 
training for those wayward youths. If there is one 
fact patent to the comprehension of all, it is that, 
judging from results, of all the methods for moral or 
mental training of young, that of Catholicism is 
absolutely unsuitable. Remember that Feehanville 
is not for “ boys convicted of crime,” as we don't 
wish to destroy the force of Brother Leo’s pleading 
for the necessity of innocent boys being incarcerated 
to keep them from contamination of chronic crim- 
inals, but rather rejoice with the “more fortunate 
youth who graduate from a training school where he 
has enjoyed every advantage capable of fitting him 
for a noble manhood.” Further, “the cost per capita 
to Cook county for supporting boys in the school is 
quite insignificant.” Is it? Let us see. The 
special act allows that one hundred boys may be 
committed by the county of Cook, yet I find that we 
pay nearly eight thousand dollars per year. The 
latter fact is not part of the report, but is timely 
when we read “the extension of the limitations, by 


our worthy legislatures, would be a boon to the many 
destitute boys: at present debarred by it from being 
educated at Feehanville.” There seems a decided 
difference of opinion between the boys aud Brother 


-Leo about this “boon,” for, I am informed, in the 


short period of its existence more boys hav escaped 
from it than are at present in this model home, pos- 
sessing “ every advantage capable of fitting the youth 
for a noble manhood.” As the cost per capita is so 
much more economical, and as it contains, according 
to the above, all that Harvard or Yale could giv, we 
expect it to soon be overflowing with real representa- 
tivs of the first, but reduced families. Possibly those 
advantages proved perfectly overpowering to the 
unappreciativ genius, for Feehanville has in reality 
become a “holy terror" to this class, who much pre- 
fer the House of Correction to that of the archbishop. 
But this only evidences the base ingratitude of the 
wayward, wilful boys who run away. Failing to 
catch them, they report them “discharged.” Number 


of boys Jan. 1, 1885, 220; received during the year, 


211; discharged, 171; in school Jan. 1, 1886, 260. `- 

The products of the shoe and tailor shops, farm 
and cattle yards, aggregate $8,417.46; cash receipts 
from all sources, $24,166.21; total, $32,583.67. 
With astonishing exactitude the expenditures tally 
with the cash receipts, among which is an item of 
$2,397.28 from the United States government. This 
is supposed to be for the care and education of 
Indian wards of the government, though I’ve heard 
it stated that all but two were gone long ago. The 
report admits “the large amount of corn, hay, etc., 
raised necessitated the enlargement of the barns and 
stables for storage purposes.” Its resources, includ- 
ing its four hundred and forty acre farm, buildings, 
stock, stables, etc., are placed at $102,487.12 ; liabil- 
ities $4,202.87, so that its net assets in four years is 
$98,284.25. But the real milk of the cocoanut is 
here: “In it pupils learn those lessons which im- 
part to them a knowledge of their creator, and of 
their duties to their fellow-men [especially as to the 
killing of heretics]. These lessons, acquired in youth, 
are rarely forgotten in after life.” Such cant! 

"Tis too much proved that, with Devotion’s visage and 
pious action, we do sugar o’er the devil himself. 

` The report concludes, suggestivly, with the form 
of a wil. If a fire should ever happen at Feehan- 
ville, we should hav another such horror as that 
Indiana orphan asylum. It is a regular fire-trap. 
Too much time is spent in looking to the welfare of 
their souls to pay proper attention to their bodies. 

Chicago, Ill. , E. A. Stevens. - 


9 $-.99€————— — — 


Agnosticism in a Tennessee Court. 
From the Knoxville Journal. 

In the circuit court, Monday, Judge Logan presid- 
ing, an incident occurred of more than usual interest. 
A case, involving a small amount of money (an appeal 
from a justice), in which Mr. Harvey, a well-known 
operator in marble in this county, was the defendant, 
was on trial. When Mr. Harvey was called to the 
witness-stand, Mr. Green, counsel for the plaintiff, 
asked to put him on his voir dire, when the following 
substantially occurred: 

Q. Mr. Harvey, do you believe in the existence of a God? 
A. (witness evidently surprised and thinking a moment) I do 
not believe in God, but I do believe in God. the power that 
controls the universe. 

Q. Do you believe in a future state of rewards and punish- 
ments? A. I believe that every human being suffers in this 
life for every violation of natural and moral laws. Not ac- 
cepting the Bible as a divine revelation, I know nothing 
about the future. I do not know whence I came or whither 
Iam going. Therefore I cannot say that I hav any belief as 
to my future state. 

. Q. Do you believe in a conscience? A. Most certainly I 
do. I believe that every sane man has an innate sense of 
right and wrong to guide his conduct. 

By tHe Court: Mr. Harvey, do you believe in the binding 
obligation of an oath in a court of justice requiring a witness 
to tell the truth? A. Ido. 

The court, after some deliberation, held that the witness 
was not competent to testify, and he was directed to stand 
aside. 

Exceptions were taken by counsel for defendant, 
and an appeal taken to the Supreme Court. 

e 
After-Dinner Speeches. 

A World reporter recently asked Colonel Ingersoll for his 
experience in after-dinner speaking, and obtained this in- 
formation: ‘‘ In the first placc, I never made what is called 
an after-dinner speech. In the second place, I never heard 
one that I was not sorry that I was present, and would will- 
ingly hav given back the dinner for the privilege of leaving 
the seat.. I do not remember to hav read an after-dinner 
speech that would not destroy the appetite if read before. A 
speech to be of value must be something that the speaker 
wants to say—something that he has a reason for saying— 
something about which he has so great interest, or so great 
enthusiasm, that he must say it. A speech called forth by 
the ordinary after-dinner toast—a speech mingled with food 
and drink, and delivered simply because somebody else 
wants it, is of no particular value. Of course, this has no 


.reference to stories, which one likes to hear, either before or 


after dinner." 
——————$-4————————— 
Senp to Tue Terura Srexer office for a catalog of 
the books we hav for sale. The catalog is free. 
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33 Clinton Place, New York. 
CHARLES B. REYNOLDS, 
Chair. Ex. Com. 


Call for the Tenth Annual Congress. 


To the Auxiliary Secular Unions and to all Citi- 
zens of the United States and Canadas who 
support the Nine Demands of Liberalism : 


You are invited to attend the Tenth Annual Con- 
gress of the American Secular Union, to be held in 
New York city, at Chickering Hall, Fifth avenue and 
18th street, on November 11th, 12th, and 18th, and 
also on Sunday evening, the 14th, a lecture by Col. 
Robert G. Ingersoll, which concludes the Congress. 

Pursuant to a vote of the last Congress, notice is 
hereby given that the following amendments to the 
constitution of the Union will be acted upon: 1. To 
reduce the fee for life-membership from $25 to $10. 
2. Or, on payment of $10 by applicant for member- 
ship, to authorize the secretary to issue ten-year 
membership certificates, with all the privileges of 
life-membership during that time. 3. Whenever a 
man or woman has taken out annual membership 
certificates for three or five consecutiv years, such 
person thereafter on payment of annual-membership 
fee to possess the privilege of life-membership. 

The Congress will also be called upon to consider 
measures for carrying on the work of Freethought, 
and securing the adoption of such laws by the various 
state governments and by the national government, 
as shall make the United States thoroughly Secular, 
and: the repeal of all laws now on the statute-books 
which conflict with the Nine Demands of Liberalism. 

Local auxiliary Unions are entitled by the Union 
constitution to five representativs in the Congress— 
the president and secretary and three delegates. All 
charter-members and life-members, all vice-presidents, 
all chairmen of state executiv committees, are entitled 
to seats and votes in the Congress. Annual mem- 
bers are entitled to seats but not votes, except by 
permission of the Congress. 

It is hoped that every auxiliary Union will send a 
full delegation to the Congress, and that every Free- 
thinker in the United States and Canada, who can, 
will be present. 

Per order of board of directors: 

R. Q. InaxnsoLL, President. 

Samos P. Purnam, Secretary. 
CounTLANDT PALMER, Treasurer. 
CnanLzs B. Reynos, Ch. Ex. Com. 
E. M. Maoponatp, Ch. Fin. Com. 


er 


An Appeal to Liberals. 


It is absolutely necessary to the success of the 
coming Congress that its sessions should be free. 
We want full houses and ample reports. We want to 
make as grand and permanent impression on the 
public mind as possible. Our president, Robert 
G. Ingersoll, cannot aid us on this occasion with the 
full power of his eloquence, but he will be present at 
the Congress, and to see him and know him is a priv- 
ilege—the one man of this age who across the cent- 
uries can touch hands with Paine and Voltaire, the 
greatest of the world’s reformers. It is fortunate 
that we of to-day and America hav one who can pre- 
sent our cause with such universal popularity. Like 
Memnon’s statue, unshaken, lofty, he greets the 
dawning of the day with the most wondrous music 
that ever fell from human lips, and all our hearts are 
inspired. The bigots think that clarion voice is still, 
but it is not. Even his whispered word is potent, 
and our enemies feel its power, and the Bastile of 
New Jersey cannot clutch its appointed victim. In- 
gersoll will be with us, but none the less necessary 
is it for us of the rank and file to do our work, 
put our shoulder to the wheel, every one of us 
who can speak a word or paya dollar. This Con- 
gress is of national importance. What is done here 
will be felt for years to come. It will giv us a 
mighty impulse or it will be simply disaster, and 
everyone who wishes organized Freethought to tri- 
umph must lend a hand. We must hay the sinews 

.of war. We must raise money for the expenses of 
this Congress by private subscription. We want to 
make no appeals to the Congress in session nor 
take up any collections. 

The expenses will be as follows: Hall rent, $375; 
speakers, $175; advertising and incidental, $100; 
total, $650. This amount ought to be raised by the 
Liberals of the country before the meeting. Whether 
one comes or not to the Congress he feels an interest 
in its success, for no matter where he livs, how dis- 
tantly, he will receive its benefit, its wealth of thought, 
and new influence for that which is dearest to hisown 
mind. So I ask every Liberal to giv what he can—a 


The figures are not exactly correct, as I hav not the 


dollar, or five dollars, or more, as his cireumstances 
will allow. The amount can be easily raised if every 
Liberal will do his part. I also ask every Liberal 
society, if it cannot send delegates, to send some 
money. That is thenext best thing. That will help. 
Every society will be helped by the Congress, and so 
we ask its fraternal aid. The following generous 
contributions already made ought to stir every 
Liberal to be equally as magnanimous according to 
his ability. I hope for an immediate response, and 
that by next week I can report the full amount 
raised : 


CONGRESS FUND. 


Peter Eckler..... 


PROGRAM OF THE OONGRESS. 
Thursday. 

At 9:30 A.x.—Opening of the Congress by Robert G- 
Ingersoll. Report of Secretary. Report of Treasurer. Re- 
port of Chairman Executiv Committee. 

11 a.m.—Lecture by Charles Watts, First Vice-President, 
** Misconceptions of Theology.” 

At 2:30 p.m.—Business session from 2:80 to 3 o'clock. 

At 8 p.m.—Lecture by J. H. Burnham, ‘‘ Philosophy of 
Religious Emotions." 


At 8 p.m,—Lecture by John E. Remsburg, ‘Fathers of 


the Republic." 
Friday. ‘ 

Business session from 9:30 to 11 o'clock a.m. 

At 11 a.m.—Lecture by C. B. Reynolds, ‘ Persecution in 
the Nineteenth Century.” 
- At 8 P. x.—Lecture by T. B. Wakeman, ‘‘ Liberty, Science, 
and Humanity.” 

At 8 P.«.—Lecture by S. P. Putnam, ‘‘A New Heaven 
and Earth.” 

Saturday. 

At 9.30 a.m.—Business; election of officers, consideration 
of resolutions, etc. 

At 3 ».«.—Lecture by Mrs. F. C. Reynolds, ‘‘ Woman: 
Past, Present, and Future.” 

Lecture by Dr. T. L. Brown, ‘‘ What We Think and What 
We Can Do:” 

At 8 p.m.—Lecture by L. K. Washburn, ‘‘ The Popular 
Faith Criticised.” 

Lecture by E. A. Stevens, ‘‘ Liberty and Liberalism.” 

Sunday Evening. 

At 8 o'clock.—Address by R. G. Ingersoll. 
Helen H. Gardener, ‘‘ Pulpit, Pew, and Cradle.” 

The Secretary is in communication with other eminent 
speakers, whose names and subjects will be announced here- 
after. 


Lecture by 


DELEGATES. 


. Hemesteap, N. Y., Oct. 25, 1886. 
To THE CHAIRMAN OF THE ExgoUrIv COMMITTEE OF THE 
AMERICAN SEOULAR Union: The Hempstead Freethought 
Association has elected delegates to the New York Congress, 
as follows: C. F. DeMott, H. H. Geer, Robert B. Jackson, 
Joseph Carman, and Myron Tracy. 
C. F. DeMorr. 


Fraternally yours, 
S. P. Pournam, Secretary. 
— er 


A Plain Talk. 


There seems to be so much misunderstanding in 
regard to the expenditure of the funds of the Amer- 
ican Secular Union, and so many unjust accusations 
and insinuations made, that in advance of the Con- 
gress, especially to all those who hav contributed to 
the fund, it seems best to make a general statement. 


treasurer’s report before me, but in substance the ex- 
penditures of the past year out of the fund of $3,486 
reported in the last TauTE Sxxxzxn, less $125, pledges 
not paid, making the total received since last Con- 
gress $3,359, are as follows: 


Payment of Mr. Watts’s salary for May, June, July, 
and August, 1885..............ccccceeccsesseccceeseceeeeees 
Payment of Mr. Putnam’s salary for August and Sep- 
Gem ber; 1885.........7. A cerit eere eoe coe eee eren eeu ees aS 
Payment of Mr. Putnam’s salary from Oct. 8, 1885, to 


$325 
250 


— "July: 8,1896: 3 0 etoo ento E T AT 1,000 
Payment for the expenses of Cleveland Congress....... 302 
Printing pamphlets on Church Taxation, etc............ 100 
Printing circulars, certificates, stationery, etc............ 125 
Expenses of work at Albany..................eeeeeeeeeee- 50 


Expenses of work, etc., for the opening of museum 
on Sunda d 


Expenses for traveling, hotel and railroad, stamps, 
stationery, and incidentals, together with hall 
rent and advertising for lectures........................ 1,082 


In explanation of the above I will say: Mr. Watts 
desired to visit England during May, June, July, and 
August of 1885, and wished his salary to be paid in 
advance. There being no money in the treasury, the 
sum, $500, was paid Mr. Watts by parties as follows: 
Courtlandt Palmer, $200; D. A. Blodgett, $200, and 
C. Edelheim, $100; with the understanding that the 
amount should be paid back by the American Secular 
.Union, which has been done to the extent of $325— 
namely, $200 to Mr. Palmer, $75 to Mr. Edelheim, 
and $50 to Mr. Blodgett—leaving $150 still due Mr. 
Blodgett and $25 due Mr. Edelheim. 

The Cleveland Congress, outside of Mr. Ingersoll’s 
lecture, cost about $750. Of this, $348 was raised 
by the citizens of Cleveland and admissions at the 
door, leaving $302 to be paid out of the Campaign 
Fund. 

In view of these facts and figures I want to ask 
the Liberals of this country a few questions. 

* I wish to know if there is a single Liberal who 


thinks that $1,500 is too large a salary for the secre- 


tary. If so, I would like to hav him speak out and 
giv his reasons. This amount was voted by the Con- 


gress at Cassadaga and by the board of directors. 


The secretary has devoted himself exclusivly to 
the work of the Union. He has ‘taken no vacation. 
He has traveled about twelve thousand miles the 
past year. He has delivered nearly two hundred 
lectures, which would make $7.50 per lecture, if he 
receives. his whole salary. Having received only two- 
thirds of his salary, this makes about $5 per lecture. 
He has written four hundred columns for the news- 


| papers, and hundreds of letters. Twenty new socie- 


ties hav been formed, twenty life-members added, 
and five hundred annual members. Work has been 
carried on at Albany for church taxation, and in New 
York city for the opening of museums on Sunday, 
ete. I desire the Liberals of America to say whether 
$1,500 is too much salary for the amount of labor 
thus performed. 

It seems to be the impression of some that the 
secretary is *grabbing" all the money in the treas- 
ury, and that no one else has a chance to receive any 
benefit from the funds. The above figures show the 
falsity of this impression. It will be seen that as a 
matter of fact the secretary has received only $1,000 
for this year’s work, and for the past four months he 
has worked without a cent of salary. He has been 
accused of taking a pleasure trip to the Yellowstone - 
Park, with $3,000 to back him up. Be it understood 
that the secretary out of his private funds paid his 
own expenses to the Park, and it did not cost the 
Union anything. The secretary has not taken a 
pleasure trip of any sort at the expense of the Union. 
He has charged only lecture expenses to the Cam- 
paign Fund, and he who asserts or insinuates any- 
thing to the contrary is simply a slanderer. 

It is said that the work done during the past year 
is not satisfactory. What more could hav been done, 
I ask, and what better success achieved against for- 
midable odds? Was not the work at Albany for 
church taxation a good work? Was not the work 
for the opening of museums on Sunday, the securing 
of ten thousand names to a petition, etc., a good 
work? Was not the lecture trip in the Great West— 
in Montana, Idaho, Utah, Wyoming, Colorado, Ne- ' 
braska, Iowa, Kansas, Illinois, Michigan, and Ohio— 
and the formation of societies, a good work? I am 


ing the past year. I am not ashamed of it one bit. 
If one is dissatisfied, let him say why he is dissatisfied. 
Let him show what better things can be accom- - 
plished. 

It has been asserted by some that the American 
Secular Union is run by a “ring.” Was a more 
preposterous accusation ever made? What has this 
“ring” done? Simply work of public and universal 
benefit. It has labored for Liberalism throughout 
the country. In what way has any single individual - 
been benefited by the Union at the expense of 
others? In every respect the wishes of the Congress 
hav been carried out. Will anyone point out any- 
thing to the contrary? The secretary certainly can’t 
belong to that *ring"—4for, if he did, it isn't to be 
supposed that he would work four months without a 
salary. It is the disposition of a “ring” to lay its 
hands on everything for its own use. Point to a 
single act of this kind. Point to a single expenditure 
that has not been for the publie good. Of course 
the secretary must do many things on his own respon- 
sibility. He must exercise his personal judgment. 
This is the only way to do business. But the secre- 
tary is responsible ultimately to the Congress—and 
that responsibility he is willing to meet. He will 
stand on his record. But don’t make accusations 
until that record is known. 

Now, friends and Liberals of America, is it just, is 
it wise, is it generous, is it noble, to make such accu- 
sations, to find fault simply because one is trying to 
do something, to criticise and seek to destroy a work 
of promis? Liberals should be ashamed of this, 
they should turn from it with disgust and abhorrence. 
It has gone far enough, this backbiting, this gossip 
and scandal, this stabbing in the dark. It is doing 
irreparable injury. Surely among Liberals there 
should be generosity, fraternity, frankness, speech 
face to face, honorable combat and noble difference, 
if such there must be. ; 

The coming Congress is of vast importance. It 
will decide whether organized Liberalism is a failure 
or not. I believe in the ideas of Liberalism. If I 
am all alone, still they are lofty and beautiful; still 
they warm, and cheer, and make the hardest path- : 
way a delight. Can these ideas be organized, or are 
they too lofty, too beautiful, in the heavens of our 
own thought, for outward and fraternal association? 
I cannot believe this. Liberalism should not. be 
simply intellectual, but social. It should be humani- 
tarian. It should unite for action. But the grand- 
est action can only be by coóperation. That coopera- 
tion, however, should be on a lofty plane. It should 
be a union of the highest and the best. - 

Let it be understood that the American Secular 
Union is not a charitable institution. When the 
Union becomes an object of charity let it be buried 
ten thousand fathoms deep. We want no favor, no 


frank to say that I am proud of the work done dur- . 
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pity, no begging. This is simply a matter of busi- 
ness, of supply and demand, of what the Liberals of 
America really desire, and because they desire are 
willing to pay for, as they will pay for a good dinner, 
or & book, or newspaper, or for anything that pleases. 
The work of the Union is before the Liberals of the 
country. The question is, Do they like it? Is it a 
pleasure to them? sais benefit them individually 
to see this effort prosper, and are they willing to pay 
for it—a dollar, or two dollars, or ten dollars, or a 
hundred dollars—as they can afford. I want no 


charity and no patronage. I simply despise these, 


and if the American Secular Union is a bürden to 
Liberals, if they support with the feeling that they 


' are doing something charitable, if they support it 


merely out of good will and kindness, and not from 
a genuin feeling that it is necessary to meet the de- 
mands of the individual and the universal race—if this 
is all the sentiment that keeps the Union alive, then 
it ought to perish. Death is infinitly more glorious 
than life on such beggarly terms. If the Liberals of 
America continue the Union, they must do it as a 
matter of business, not of charity. They must be 
willing to pay for it as they pay for any good thing, 
anything that is a satisfaction and a delight. Put 
the Ünion on the basis of its actual value—of what 
‘each one considers it worth to him, to his family, to 
his community, to the nation, and to the world. 

I hav spoken frankly because I feel deeply. I 
want the Union to succeed, but I want it to succeed 
honorably. I want to work in this cause, but I want 
also to preserve my independence and my pride, and 
I want the Union to do the same thing. I want it to 
hav a vigorous vitality. I want it to be supported, 


_not by the few, but by the many. I want it to be 


no man’s almoner, but the expressiv force of the 
thousands of Liberals of this land. Shall the spirit 
of fraternity prevail? Shall jealousy cease and no- 
bility triumph? I hope for this. Glorious, however, 
as Liberalism is in its lofty ideals, which can never 
perish, what I hav said will show that when it comes 
to practical labor there is bitterness as well as joy. 
For the last two years the greatest suffering, the 
most cruel and savage attacks, the most unjust ac- 
cusations, the most malign slanders, hav come, not 
from “Christians,” but from “ Liberals.” Is organi- 
zation essentially orthodox and does it destroy man- 
hood and generosity, and must each one therefore 
press on in his own way? Orcan we not in the purity 
of our thought still unite for à common work in hon- 
orable emulation ? SawuzL P. Puram. 


The Liberal Club. 

The services at the 420th regular meeting of the 
Manhattan Liberal Club were conducted by Mr. 
James Redpath, and were of a devotional character, 
Henry George being the object of worship. The 
man with a badge-pin tarried late at home to avoid 
the political swirls which rage wherever two or three 
are gathered together in these times without being 
called to order. He freely admits to taking no in- 
terest in the election of the next mayor. He remem- 
bers distinctly having been at different times con- 
vinced, by the eloquence of their advocates, that his 
duty to the nation required him to vote for three sep- 
arate and distinct candidates for that office. As only 
one of these can be elected, it looks to him as though 


New York were destined to land somewhere between | 


the devil and the deep sea. 

It costs but five cents to attend a meeting of the 
Manhattan Liberal Club. The visitor placed that 
amount in pennieg on the treasurer’s table, and took 
a seat. Mr. Redpath, wearing a skull-cap and look- 


‘ing very much like a priest, was talking with consid- 


erable rapidity on the subject of the ownership of 


land. Land, he said, should be held in the interests 


of the whole people. Of all other commodities there 
could be manufactured almost unlimited quantities. 
Not so with land; the amount of it could not be in- 
creased under any circumstances. Taxes should be 
upon land, thus preventing any one from dodging 
taxes. Land cannot be concealed. If & man owns 


more than one hundred acres, make the tax so exces- 


siv that he will want to sell. The nation should own 
the mines, which could be worked by the govern- 


‘ment, the proceeds going to pay government ex- 


penses. The road beds of the railroads should be 
the property of the state; the rolling stock to be 
owned by individuals. . Insurance on life and property 
are properly state affairs, poll and property taxes 
being exacted to provide for the payment of the 
policies. Wills must be abolished. It is the prov- 
ince of the dead to go back to earth, not to control 
the living. Patents and copyrights should be non- 
transferable, so that inventors and writers, instead of 
capitalists, may gather the fruits of their own genius. 
Exorbitant rents, collection of debts by law, child 
labor and the labor of women outside the household, 
must go. No more of the contract system in prisons. 
Put convicts on public works. Make license for selling 
liquor a thousand dollars. Hand all factories over 
to the state. Make alaw against building a house 
so that the sun cannot shine into every room. Go to 


_ the polls Tuesday, with the rest of the one hundred 


and twenty thousand, and vote for Henry George. 
(Loud and prolonged applause.) ` 


+ 


been assured they belonged—the tyranny, supersti- 
tion, and power of the Catholic church. Every Free- 
thinker should hear this lecture, and see to it that 
his orthodox neighbor hears it also. It deals not 
more with France in 1793 than with America to-day. 
Mr. Watts’s address is 82 Berkeley street, Toronto, 
Canada. Let the Liberals in every community club 
together and send for Mr. Watts, and it will be found 
in an evening or two that he can refute all the argu- 
ments the parson has been laboring the365 Sundays of 
the year to construct. It is onlyin this way, by discus- 
sions, lectures, Freethought papers, etc., that we can 
accomplish the work of the Union. Let every Free- 
thinker, then, see to it that he himself takes a Free- 
thought paper, and, if possible, that his neighbor 
takes one too. But, as much good as the papers . 
must do, the lecturer also is a necessity. The people 
need to come in contact with the leaders, to meet 
them face to face, to feel their earnestness and enthu- 
siasm. The old camp-meeting of the Methodists is a 
good illustration, and for this reason it is to be hoped 
that as many as possibly can will attend the Tenth 
Annual Congress in New York. 
Oct. 27, 1886. Mrs. A. M. Freeman, 
Secretary Chicago Secular Union. ' 


to ——— ——— 
The New York State Association. 


The New York Liberals, realizing that the time has 
come to make an extra effort for the purpose of ad- 
vancing the cause in the state, are endeavoring to 
raise & fund for the work. The aim of the associa- 
tion is to establish Secular Societies and Science 
Schools in every neighborhood, not for the purpose 
of saying harsh things against the church, but to re- 
move prejudice, and build up societies for mutual 
improvement. The church offers so many advantages 
for social intercourse that, rather than be ostracized, 
many Liberals attend and help support the church. 

Let us remedy this by organization, by regular 
weekly meetings, socials, and entertainments, where 
all the talent of the society can be made to count. 
The children would in this be a factor in constructiv 
Liberalism. 

We should hav Lesson Leaves prepared that there 
might be & unanimity in the work throughout the 
state. By working systematically to substitute 
science for theology, and by earnest, honest, useful 
lives, we may demonstrate that this life is worth living. 

We do not ask nor expect an appropriation from 
the state, but we do expect Liberals throughout the 
length and breath of the state to respond to the ap- 
peal made, and to work for this object. 

We want men, women, and children interested. 
Liberals, polish up your talents, unite to do this 
work ! 

As secretary of the State Association I want to 
enroll the name of every true Liberal on the member- 
ship list. Come up to the help of the weak against 
the mighty. We will blow no horns, but if we do 
this we shall see the walls of superstition fall down. 


MEMBERS AND DONATIONS. 

The Executiv Committee of the New York State 
Freethinkers’ Association will hold a special meeting 
at New York city, Nov. 14th, to devise and perfect 
plans for more efficient and thorough propaganda 
work. In the meantime, if any members of the New 
York Freethinkers’ Association are desirous of special 
effort being made in their neighborhood, write. at 
once to the secretary, Mrs. F. C. Reynolds, North 
Parma, New York, who will respond to invitations to 
lecture. There is no lack of able and ready help for 
all who desire it. Let all who wish to hav & Secular 
society and science school on Sunday in their neigh- 
borhood write her at once. Donations and member- 
ship fees of the New York Freethinkers’ Association 
to October 17th are as follows: . 


Having spoken on this subject for an hour, Mr, 
Redpath put his skull-cap in his pocket, donned a 
derby hat, and went away to address other meetings. 

The Chair now called attention to the card for 
the following month. The farce of dedicating a 
statue of Liberty would be discussed at the next 
meeting. The questions presented by the present 
lecturer must be treated thoughtfully, scientifically, 
and sociologically. There should be no political 
rhetoric or intemperance of expression. The floor 
was now open. ; 

The Chair’s restrictions came near killing the de- 
bate, but in response to a demand from the audience 
Dr. Eccles was induced to open the discussion. Re- 
marking that this calling upon Eccles first every time 
was assuming the character of a chestnut, the doctor 
proceeded to point out the errors into which Mr. 
Redpath had inadvertently fallen. Women should 
be allowed to do any kind of work they chose. He be- 
lieved the ladies present would indorse that view. A 
soft clapping of hands here showed that the doctor, 
either by his logic or his good looks, had scored a 
point with the lady members. The time of this 
speaker was extended to twenty minutes. 

It took Dr. Weeks some time to correct Dr. Eccles’s 
misunderstanding of Mr. Redpath. Politics, said Dr. 
Weeks, is demagogism. Competition now is between 
workingmen. Monopoly has done its work, and 
must sink into innocuous disuse. 

Captain Clark opposed the eight-hour law. He 
believed he had a right to work eight, twelve, or six- 
teen hours a day. The arrogant claims of capital 
sink into utter insignificance compared with the mon- 
umental nerve of labor organizations. 

Lawyer Chamberlain followed in a defense of Henry 
George, and urged his election in an eloquent speech. 

At the usual hour the club adjourned. 

The program for the following month is the best 
yet. November 2d the president of the club, mem- 
bers, and guests will talk about “ The Pharisees and 
the Uninvited at the Inauguration of the Statue of 
Liberty. Shall it Remain a Sublime Sarcasm?” On 
the 12th the meeting will adjourn to Chickering Hall 
to attend the Congress of the American Secular 
Union. On the 19th “The Practical Socialism now 
Being Organized by Americans at Sinaloa, Mexico,” 
by John W. Lovell, publisher of * Lovell’s Library ;” 
and on the 26th Andrew H. Smith speaks upon 
“Alcohol and the Human System in the Light of 
Science.” Thus do the cohorts of the truth assault 
delusion’s castle, storm the redoubt, drive falsehoods 
out, and with old errors rastle. It costs but five 
cents to see the fight. 


to —  —— 
The Chicago Secular Union. 

On Sunday evening, Oct. 24th, the Chicago Secular 
Union elected its officers for the ensuing six months. 
Mr. E. A. Stevens was unanimously elected president ; 
vice-presidents, Mr. Charles Frankel, Mr. A. M. Free- 
man, and Professor Orchardson ; secretary, Mrs. A. 
M. Freeman ; financial secretary, Miss Stella Camp- 
bell; treasurer, Mr..A. M. Freeman. The delegates 
appointed to attend the Tenth Annual Congress of 
the National Secular Union, to be held in New York 
city on the 11th of November, are Mr. E. A. Stevens, 
Gen. M. M. Trumbull, Mr. Charles Frankel, Dr. 
McCleod, and Mrs. A. M. Freeman. 

The Union is flourishing. We hav good audiences, 
and with so earnest a worker and efficient an officer 
as Mr. Stevens has proved himself to be, we can look 
forward to a successful winter. We hav had some 
véry fine lectures since reopening this fall, and hav 
quite an array of talent promised for the winter 
course. Among those who hav already occupied our 
rostrum, is remembered with appreciation Mr. Put- 
nam, who remained a few days with us on his way 
East from his Western trip. Mr. Stevens gave a 


grand lecture before the Union Sunday evening. | Lucy N. Colman......... $ 25|L. K. Washburn $1.00 
But Mr. Stevens, as Mr. Putnam, is too well known | Polly Gault....... . $5 John Adams... 1:00 
as an advanced thinker to need any words of eulogy. | William Wilcox. 1.0018, B. Brewer... : 
| Edward Evans... .. 1.00|C. M. Dennison . 1.00 
Gen. M. M. Trumbull, by request, spoke two weeks | Henry Evans .. 1.00| Aaron Hamil...... .. 1.00 
ago on Thomas Jefferson. It is to be hoped that Mr. | Samuel Davenbaugh... 1.00|E. B. Foote, Sr.......... 9.00 
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the camp of political conservatism. Mrs. U. A. Austin...... 1.00 


F. C. Revnotps, Sec. N. Y. F. A. 


————— E n —————— 
A Presidential Error. 


In his Thanksgiving proclamation Grover Cleveland says: 

* And while we contemplate the infinit power of God in earth. 
quake, flood, and storm, let the grateful hearts of those who hav 
been shielded from harm through his mercy be turned in sympathy 
and kindness toward those who hav suffered through his visita- 
tions.” 

Did Mr. Cleveland reflect when he wrote this that his 
recommendationsis flying in God's face? If God punished 
the Charleston people by an earthquake, it was because he 
wanted them punished, and any alleviation of their.misery is 
shielding them from God’s will. What is the use of God’s 
going to the trouble and expense of an earthquake to punish 
his people if worldly sinners, without the fear of the Lord in 
their hearts, at once make their punishment void by setting 
them on their feet again? Goto, Grover! Let the Charles- 
ton folks suffer, or do not put the blame upon God, 


"Mr. Watts was in Chicago this month, and gave 
two excellent lectures. In the afternoon he spoke on 
* Atheism and the French Revolution," and in the 
evening on “ Saints or Sinners— Which ?" 

The latter is sharp, incisiv, bristling with wit and 
humor, and is pretty rough on the saints. The sin- 
ners smile approvingly at its telling sarcasm, and, as 
Mr. Watts says in his discourse, in regard to matri- 
mony, that he happened to get a sinner, so the audi- 
ence are delighted that the lecturer is a sinner too. 
In “Atheism and the French Revolution,” Mr. Watts 
has laid all Freethinkers under lasting obligation. 
Perhaps nothing has been so often used as an argu- 
ment against Freethought as the excesses of the 
French Revolution. Mr. Watts completely demol- 
ishes the claim that Atheism was in any way respon- 
sible for the atrocities perpetrated at that time, and 
refers them back to where all thinkers might hav 
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Communications, 


Serious Musings of a Humorist. 


Is this a republican government we are living 
under, I wonder? If it is, then must the government 
of hades be republican, I think Why? Well, the 
parsons, presumably posted, tell us of the sort of 
spirits that rule in the unlocated, but doubtless very 
populous, region above named, and, knowing too 
well ourselvs the sort of spirits that rule in this 
“land of the free"-—so called, ironically, from the 
fact that it is & land of slaves, by veriest despots 
ruled—why shouldn't one conclude that the two gov- 
ernments are alike, the two sets of rulers being of the 
one stripe ? 

The people of a republic are popularly supposed to 
be themselvs the rulers of their land by those of out- 
lying and “ effete monarchies,” and some of themselvs 
no doubt lay the flattering unction to their souls that 
they are the rulers of their country, and are happy. 
Well, they are mightily fooled ; but to disabuse them 
would be to rob them of their complacency. The 
blatherskiting stump orator, office-holder, or office- 
seeker comes to the front at a political meeting and 
thunders out: “ You are the people. We are your 
servants. The people are the rulers. We but do 
their bidding. The people are the sovereigns. We 
bow to and obey the péople." Lies and taffy, taffy 
and lies. But we go away from the meeting head 
and spirits up, proud to think we are “sovereigns.” 
The blatherskiting demagog goes away laughing 
down in his boots, and praying, “ Lord, may the fools 
increase and multiply!” 

Whom hav the “sovereigns” of this “land of the 
free” deputed to look after their national, state, and 


municipal affairs—to whom delegated the power to- 


govern them, the “sovereigns?” For the answer, 
take a look around in the high places and low places 
of the political arena and see corruptionists of every 
grade and hue—no place is too high for their flight 
and no place too low for their descent. 

Heaven and earth, what an array of officials! The 
great, very great majority of whom are seeking to 
feather their nests, and accomplishing their aims at the 
expense of the “dear people.” Diogenes, with a 
Fresnal light, would hav to hunt long ere he discovered 
an honest man among them. Does place in a repub- 
lican rule make rascals of honest men? Or were 
they rascals in embryo ere coming to place, and she 
* sovereigns " deceived or indifferent ? 

Well, it looks like indifference—reckless indiffer- 
ence at that—and as the “sovereigns” would resent 
being called blockheads or fools, to reckless indiffer- 
ence must be charged the fact of their having in- 
stalled a legion of rascals in place and power. Of 
such are the “servants” whom the American “ sov- 
ereigns” elect to do their offices for them, in the 
doing of which they “do” the “sovereigns” witha ven- 
geance, “do” ’em brown,” as it were! Yet the latter 
look indifferently on, and smile, as they boast of their 
grand republic, the freest and most glorious govern- 
ment.on the face of the earth, which it is—for office- 
holders! And these office-holders—“ dealers,” dick- 
erers, “ jobbers,” and robbers, by a large majority— 
are Christians and god-fearing men, professedly—if 
they had more fear of the devil it would be better 
for the country—and in the guise of such riot in all 
sorts of corruption, stopping at nothing in their 
greed for gold— Christians who are taking the 
chances of eleventh-hour repentance! 

To come right down to hard-pan, this republican 
government of ours, as administered and allowed to 
be by the “sovereigns,” is a dismal failure, and, as 
man is constituted, I doubt if this form of govem- 
ment would ever prove a success. It might work 
well with a higher order of beings, but with man it 
has ever proved, is proving to-day, and will ever 
prove, a fiasco; unless, in the coming ages, he shall 
evolute to a pitch of understanding that will enable 
him to govern, and giv him the requisit grace to sub- 
mit to be governed, in a truly republican manner. 

` But this, if ever, will be in the far, far distant future, 
when this old globe will be so enlarged by accretion 
from exploded comets and things, as it journeys 
through the star-studded regions of space, or so re- 
duced by attrition in its rush through the debris 
of disintegrated, celestial worlds, that the present- 
day man, meeting her by moonlight alone, or any 
other light, wouldn't recognize old Mother Earth— 
wouldn't know her from a leather football or celestial 
spheroid of the first magnitude. 

Look at this republic, so vaunted and extolled by 
spread-eagle orators and flamboyant. editors—at its 
rulers and the way it is ruled—and say it is a suc- 
cess if you can. Why, it is worse than a dismal fail- 
ure, it is a wicked failure, viewed in the light of the 
nineteenth century, when such progress should hav 
been made by man in the direction of good govern- 
ment for man as would hav made us all wonder 
whether or not the millennium would usher in any 
improvement—this, were man a highly progressiv 
animal, which he is not, however, but a slow-coach 
with this regard. 

In days of yore the Roman lion (the populace) was 
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wont at times to go about the streets of Rome roaring 
mightily with anger fierce. It was then the triumvirs, 
the tribunes, the consuls, the emperors, and what not, 
were wont to shake in their boots, for the day of. 
reckoning had come for certain of them, and accounts 
were to be squared. In the days of the present, the 
American lion—bah! the American lion is a sheep, 
and sleeps the sleep of a sheep, rarely bleating, much 
less roaring, and the rascals in the places of honor 
and trust for them provided, riot in venality and cor- 


ruption, fearing no day of reckoning with the sleep- 


ing sheep! 


I am sorry to say that I think this republie is 
dying, dying of the gangrene of political and official 
corruption. It is blood poisoned and booked for ex- 
tinction. It might rally were the populace a lion and 
not asheep. Sooner or later it will die, and those 
who lay it away forever may speculate as to what 
the American Republic might hav been had it not 
started in until about the year 1,000,000,. with a 
higher order of man in vogue. Sr Szoxvw. 

: —— — 9$ ——— ———— : 


The Sibylline Oracles. 
GREELEY, Sept. 25, 1886. 

To THE Eprror or Tug TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: Are there 
any prophecies at all resembling those in the Bible among 
the heathen writings? If so, please let me know where they 
can be found and oblige IGNORAMUS. 

A correspondent of Tur Trurs Szexer wishes to 
know if there are any prophecies among the heathen 
writings at all resembling those in the Bible. We 
answer Yes. The Sibylline oracles, which existed 
long before the Christian era, were destroyed during 
the burning of Rome, a.n. 66, but like some of the 
Old Testament books, which were lost or destroyed 
during the Babylonish captivity and afterward re- 
written from memory or tradition, so a new collection 
of the pagan books was made after the fire in Rome. 
These books are quoted by the early Christian fathers 
as the word of God, and so great was their estimation 
and use in the church of the second and third cent- 
uries that Christians were nicknamed Sibyllists. 

The most celebrated of the Sibylline books, the 
Erythrean, contains an acrostic in Greek, now ex- 
tant, the initial letters of which are: 

Jesous Chreistos, Theou Uios, Soter, Stauros. 

(Jesus Chreist, God’s Son, Savior, Stake.) 

Cicero, who was born 106 s.c., assails the Sibyl’s 
prophecy as too vague in regard to the great person 
whose coming is foretold. He further says: 

But that they (the verses) proceed not from fury and pro- 
phetic rage, but rather from art and contrivance, doth no less 
appear otherwise than from the Acrostic in them. 

Eusebius, the first church historian, affirms that 
Cicero quoted these very verses which contain the 
acrostic. 

Dionysius of Halicarnassus, who lived more than 
thirty years before Christ, and Varro, who was born 
116 B.c., both speak of disputes in their day about 
the genuinness of the acrostics—as if there were 
more than the one in their time. 

The early Christians asserted the genuinness of 
the Sibylline prophecies; modern Christians would 
fain repudiate them. Their antiquity is as certain as 
that of any New Testament writings, which some of 
them no doubt-antedate. It is a humiliating alter- 
nativ to which Dr. Lardner and other Christian apol- 
ogists hav been driven of admitting that the Sibyl- 
line acrostic was either a pagan prophecy of Christ or 
a Christian forgery. Justin Martyr (a.p. 150), the 
earliest Christian writer of undisputed authenticity, 
SAYS: E 

The most ancient and time honored Sibyl, whose books are 
preserved in all the world clearly and manifestly 
prophesies concerning the predicted advent of our savior 
Jesus Christ, and concerning all those things that were to be 
done by him. 

The authenticity of Justin's *Address to the 
Greeks," in which this passage occurs, has been ques- 
tioned, but not its antiquity. The Christian translator 
says it “was not written later than the third century." 

Now, those clear and manifest prophecies of the 
advent of Jesus Chreist are found only in the eighth 
book of the Sibyl, which contains the acrostic, and 
in the first book. But the first book, says the author 
of “Oracula Sibyllina” (Prof. C. Alexandre, Paris, 
1856), “is, without doubt, later than Justin, and is 
in part made up from the eighth book.” And the 
learned Christian author not only believes that the 
eighth book was written between a.D. 98 and 138, but 
does not doubt that Justin referred to the same. Dr. 
Lardner was unwilling to concede that any of the 
books were written earlier than a.p. 117, and Pro- 
fessor Alexandre’s reason for assigning an earlier 
date is that he finds in the eighth book a passage re- 
sembling one in John’s gospel, which he believes was 
written before a.D. 98. The resemblance, however, 
is only in idea, not in words, and who knows that the 
Sibyl did not precede John? 

Furthermore, Professor Alexandre thinks the 
acrostic was written between a.p. 96 and 117, the 
rest of the book somewhat later, but all before a.D. 
188. - 

Now, Justin, in his undoubtedly genuin “ Apology,” 
quotes the Sibyl as saying that “there should bea 
dissolution by God of all things corruptible"—the 


very theme of the Acrostic, and what follows in the 
eighth book. This book contains 501 lines, and 
about half of it relates to Christ. We are not aware 
that any English translation of it exists, or even of 
the Acrostic. Professor Alexandre givs a Latin trans- 
lation, and all his notes and essays are in Latin. 

Irenæus (a.D. 190) writing against the Gnostics, 
speaks of the name of “Christ the Son” (U$os 
Chreistos) being composed of twelve letters. These 
two Greek words contain twelve letters, ch being one 
letter. Hippolytus, his disciple, also descants at 
length on Chreistos of the heretics. - 

Tertullian (a.o. 210) calls Jesus Christ. Ichthus 
(a fish); he says that “we little fishes, after the ex- 
ample of our Jchthus, arè born in water.” And the 
Christian translator of Tertullian says in a note :, 

The word Ichthus in Greek means a fish, and it was used 
as a name of our Lord Jesus because the initials of the words 
Jesous Christos Theou Uios Soter make up that word. 

The Greek Acrostic is remarkable for spelling 
Chreistos with an e, The word, therefore, could not 
hav been derived from chrio, “to anoint,” but may . 
hav been derived from “ chreo (also chreto), Ionic for 
chrao, to deliver an oracle” (Don. Lex.). 

Another remarkable thing about the Acrostic is 
that the initial letters of the words Jesous Chreistos 
Theou Uios Soter spell IChThUS, “ a fish." One of 
the three great prevailing sects in India is the 
Vaishnavas, or worshipers of Vishnu, whose astro- 
nomical symbol is the fish, whose first incarnation 
was in the body of a fish, and whose ninth and last 
was in the person of Christina, also called by his dis- 
ciples Jezeus (Anacalypsis, and Bible in India). . 

And speaking of fish, Professor Alexandre’s work 
exhibits another ancient Acrostic with a fish in it, 
also a savior and Galileans. The fish is most con- 
spicuous, being invoked as a divinity, and forming 
part of the first letters:of the lines of the Acrostic 
which are Ionruus is ArE, “fish forever.” -It is an 
epitaph on stone, and the author dates it about the 
middle of the fourth century, but we suspect it to be 
earlier. The only word in the inscription answering 
to Christos is bereft of all but the first letter and 
follows “fish.” It may therefore be a pagan epitaph, 
Ichthu Ch{reste], “sweet fish.” 

Constantine, in his oration to the clergy, appeals to 
the prophecy of the Erythrean Sibyl as declaring 
“the history of Jesus” and “a certain testimony of- 
Christ’s divinity.” Rendering the Greek initial let- 
ters into Latin, Jesus Christus, Dei Filius, Servator 
Crux, he adds: 

It is evident that the virgin [Sibyl] uttered these verses un- 
der the influence of dipine inspiration; and I cannot but 
esteem her blessed whom the savior thus selected to unfold 
his gracious purposes toward us. Many, however, who 
admit that the Erythrean Sibyl was really a prophetess, yet 
refuse to credit this prediction, and imagin that some one 
professing our faith and not unacquainted with the poetic 
art, was the composer of these verses. They-hold, in short, 
that they are a forgery. The truth, however, in this case is 
evident, since the diligence of our countrymen has made a 
careful computation of the times, so that there is no room to 
suspect that this poem was composed after the advent and 
condemnation of Christ, or that the general report is. false 
that the verses were a prediction of the Sibyl in an early age. ' 
For it is allowed that Cicero was acquainted with this poem, 
which he translated into the Latin language and incorporated 
with his own works. 

This question is treated at length in the “ Revela- 
tions of Antichrist,” from which most of the above is 
copied. Christian scholars who assign the composi- 
tion of the Sibylline Oracles to even as early a period 
as A.D. 96-138, or later, are, in our judgment, mis- 
taken. We believe that the Acrostic and most, if not 
all of the Eighth Book that follows, existed in the 
time of Cicero and Varro, which was our conviction 
ten years ago, and it was greatly strengthened when 
two years later, we discovered that Jesus and his 
apostles all lived and died before the Christian era. 

The Sibylline Oracles appear to be the only relig- 
ious pagan book that has come down to us; but the 
learned author, De Pauw, in his “ Philosophical Dis- 
sertations on the Greeks” (English translation, 1793), 
makes a plausible argument to show that the Greeks 
had a holy Bible. He says: 

Few, even of the learned, are informed at this day that the 
Athenians possessed a prophetic and mysterious book, called 
in their language the ‘‘ Testament,” on which they pretended 
the safety of the republic depended. It was preserved with 
so much care that no passage has ever transpired, and con- 
sequently the notions transmitted to us are very confined, 
but the conjectures they lead to are infinit. The work of 
darkness appears, however, to hav been of the same nature 
with the books of the Sibyls at Rome. : 

And the author more than suspects that the Sibyl- 
line books of Rome were only an imitation of the 
Athenian Testament, adapted to the paganisms of 
the Latins. 

In expressing our conviction that these pagan 
oracles antedate the Christian era, we do not admit 
that they contain any real prophecies. Those relat- 
ing to Jesus Christ were doubtless written after he 
was put to death, about 75 years B.o. ANTICHRIST. 
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“Tar true Christian, said the Rev. H. Ward 
Beecher, the other day, “should be luminous.”  Per- 
haps Queen Mary thought the same, comments T. 
F. Gould, when she set her fellow Christians alight 
at Smithfield and Oxford. 
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- Roman Catholicism vs. French Republicanism. 
` Theodore Stanton in the Independent. 

The expulsion of the French princes, the perform- 
ances of General Boulanger, minister’ of war, the 
election of the councilors-general for the departments, 
‘and several minor episodes in the political life of 
France during -the past summer hav led’ many good 
people to see in each one of these acts a blow struck 
at the existence of the Third Republic. But all 
these temporary dangers sink to nothingness when 
compared with that ever-abiding one, the hostility of 
Roman Catholicism. 

The Paris Temps, the leading Republican daily, 
published, a few months ago, a series of valuable 
letters touching on this very subject. Their aim was 
to account for the defeat in certain departments of 
so many Republican candidates at the general elec- 
tions of last autumn for members of the Chamber of 
Deputies. As I hav not seen them mentioned in 
America, and as they afford a new and astounding 
revelation of the power exerted by the clergy in the 
field of politics, they cannot but prove of interest at 
this time when so many observers think they see set- 
ting in the decline of the French republic. For my 
own part, however, I do not believe that such a crisis 
exists, but if it does come, it will be mainly due to 
the influences and labors described in the rest of this 
"article. 

Speaking of the department of Landes, one of the 
correspondents of the Temps said: 

The peasants are, for the most part, ignorant, and more 
superstitious than religious. Many of them still believe in 
sorcerers who are capable of working charms and of smiting 
animals with disease and death. They are also convinced 
that the village priest can exorcise the evil spell, and he is 
often called in to bless the flocks stricken, it may be, with 
rot. The farmers liv so near together, and the parishes are 
go small, that the priests can exert an immediate and con- 
stant influence. There are only ten newspapers in 
the whole-department, and all of them together do not ordi- 
narily print more than five thousand copies. This fact shows 
the intellectual condition of the Landes farmers. 


This was the very kind of material for the wily 
priests to manipulate, and it is scarcely necessary to 
say that they made the most of it. One of the can- 
didates writing from Coudure, in this department, 
says: “The clergy had been saying for a long time 
that all our afflictions, the phylloxera, etc., are sent 
us by God to punish us for deserting him. The su- 
preme effort was made on the morning of election- 
day (Sunday), when our priest, in a tone of intense 
indignation, shouted from the pulpit, referring to the 
Republicans, ‘Let them leave us at least our sanctu- 
ary, our altar, our cross, that we may kiss it for the 
last time with our expiring breath! This tirade, 
spoken in a tragic manner, was a tremendous blow to 
the republican cause in this town, for it must not be 
forgotten that Coudure has a swarm of priests in 
embryo, and that the women, worked upon for a long 
time by our priest, must, on leaving the church, hav 
implored their husbands to vote against us. It is, 
therefore, the priest above all who defeated me at 
Coudure.” 
These village priests simply took their cue from 
their bishops. Ten days before the elections, one of 
these ecclesiastical functionaries wrote as follows to 
the faithful in his see: “It is sad to remark how all 
' the elements seem to conspire to prevent the earth 
from giving you a proper return for the hard labor 
. that you hav bestowed upon it. For too long a time 
already the fond hopes that are born with every 
spring end only in disappointment. Your fields are 
ravaged by storms, or frost, or floods; unknown dis- 
eases attack your vinyards, and still more terrible 
maladies [referring to the cholera in Spain, whose 
frontier is within sight of the department of Landes) 
that decimate and kill in an instant, are raging about 
us. . v When God is denied, is it astonishing 
that he affirms his existence? When the cross that 
he brought the world is banished from the school- 
room, from the court house, and even from the cem- 
etery; when an effort is made to efface his very name 
by not allowing it to be pronounced in the presence 
of school-children ; when his religion is treated as an 

“enemy and his priests insulted, is it surprising that 
he takes vengeance?” . - 

The good bishop then goes on to tell the faithful 
how they should vote, and it is not necessary to state 
that he does not recommend the republican ticket; 
and when it is borne in mind that this pastoral letter 
was read by the priest of every church in the see, that 
its contents served as a text to many a pulpit attack 
on “the powers that be,” and that all these impreca- 
tions were listened to by a most süperstitious peas- 
antry, who believe that bishops and priests are pos- 
sessed of the divine inflatus—when we remember 
these circumstances we cannot be surprised that the 
republic suffered a disastrous defeat in the depart- 
ment of Landes. 

The department of Basses-Pyrenees lies between 
the department of Landes and the Spanish frontier, 
and is made up of the old province of Béarn, the 
nativ land of Henry IV., and the Pays Basque. The 
atmosphere of this corner of France seems to be 
still pervaded by the spirit of the olden time. Even 
Pau, the capital of the department, the resort of tour- 
ists from all parts of Europe and America, is, as re- 


gards intellectual progress, almost a century behind 
Paris. The people in the streets all speak a patois, 
and if you walk three or four miles out into the 
country, you meet peasants who do not even under- 
stand French. Nor can the inhabitants of one-half 
of the department converse with those of the other 
half; the language of the Pays Basque and the patois 
of Béarn are as different as French and English. 
What a soil for Catholicism to flourish in ! 

“In the Pays Basque,” writes the Temps corre- 
spondent, “it is the religious question, above all, 
that served as the electoral platform of the opponents 
of the republic. The physiognomy of this region is 
absolutely original. Everybody speaks Basque, a 
language whose origin is as obscure as that of the 
inhabitants themselvs. The whole country 
is profoundly religious. Republicans and monarch-. 
ists alike are declared Deists, and both are proud to 
proclaim the fact. On account of the dispersed situ- 
ation of the farms it is extremely difficult to intro- 
duce the republican idea into the Pays Basque. The 
voter cannot be reached except by the priest, who 
sees him each Sunday at church, and visits him at 
his home during the week. The churches, isolated 
like the houses, are kept in good repair, and are the 
unique weekly meeting-place of the Basques. . . . 
The population cannot be said to hav political 
opinions. Religious, that is to say, Catholic by habit 
and tradition, the people hav a blind faith in their 
priests. : It is the suppression of the teach- 
ing of the catechism in the schools that enabled the 
priests most to exercise an influence over the faithful 
on election day. They declared plainly that they 
would not undertake this task. But the poor and 
ignorant parents, busy all day in the fields, could not 
act the part of the village schoolmaster, so that, 
although considering an understanding of the cate- 
chism to be indispensable to their children, they 
found themselvs unable to teach it to them. Hence 
arose a strong feeling of unfriendliness for the re- 
publican government. On the approach of the elec- 
tions, the priests did not fail to take advantage of the 
situation in order to obtain votes against the enemies 
of religion. 

“The Pays Basque is a nursery of ecclesiastics. A 
family considers it a great honor to hav one of its 
members take orders. Just before the elections all 
the ecclesiastical nativs of the country went home 
and begged their friends to vote the monarchical 
ticket. A certain member of the chapter of the 
cathedral of Bordeaux visited every house in his 
nativ township, which usually givs a Republican ma- 
jority of one hundred. This year the Monarchists 
carried it by two hundred majority. ^. Alew 
days before the vote all the priests were summoned 
to & retreat at the bishop's, and when they returned, 
they began openly to electioneer, inviting, from the 
pulpit, their parishioners to come to the parsonage in 
order to receive advice as to how one should vote." 


Much the same story comes from the department 


of Hautes-Pyrenees, which lies also on the Spanish 
frontier and next to the department of Basses- 
Pyrenees. Just as in the Pays Basque, the mountain 
villages of this department furnish an immense num- 
ber of priests to the state church. “The result is,” 
says the Zemps correspondent, “that the clergy ex- 
ercise a powerful influence, and their intervention in 
an electoral campaign is sufficient to decide the re- 
sult.” The suppression of the catechism in the 
primary schools, and the well-known tendency of the 
Republicans toward requiring theological students to 
undergo: service in the army—these two questions 
brought out the priests of the department in battle 
array; and the Republican candidates were conse- 
quently defeated. 

Going into the heart of southern France, into the 
backward department of l'Aveyron, the correspond- 
ent observes: “The more I advance in this inquiry 
through the South, the more I am convinced that the 
religious question was preponderant in the late elec- 
tions. My impression may be summed up in these 
words: The republie undertook a struggle with the 
clergy and has been beaten. As long as fortune 
smiled. on the government and the home situation was 
good, so long the Republican party was victorious ; 
but the moment that circumstances turned against 
us, the church easily got the upper hand again. We 
hav stirred up so formidable an enemy that two bad 
harvests were sufficient to render us incapable of 
coping with him. The suppression of the 
catechism in the schools is the pivot on which the 
elections turned. The peasant of the Aveyron, while 
he may enjoy the customary jokes at the expense of 
the clergy, is at bottom religious. He believes in the 
church, fears the priest, and follows his advice. And 
ever since the erasure of the catechism from the list 
of studies of the primary schools, the priests of the 
Aveyron hav been preaching against ‘the godless 
schools.’ Sermons, private conversations, 
visits to voters—they did not leave a stone unturned 
that would aid them in accomplishing their purpose.” 
Here is a specimen extract from one of-these sermons. 
The parish priest of Badassac exclaimed: “France is 
in utter disorder. Our holy religion is attacked on 
every side. The devil has left the bottomless pit. 
‘We must stand firm, my dear brethren.” In certain 


villages the priest had his congregation recite, every 
evening, litanies that he had added these words to, 
and which the faithful repeated nineteen times: “ De- 
liver us, O “Lord, from godless schools; deliver us, 
O Lord, from unbelieving school-masters !" 


The department of the Lozere borders on the one 


we hav just been considering, and here we find the 
religious question still more pronounced. 
elections of 1881 the Republicans had 23,600 votes 
and the Reactionaries only 1,530. Last October the 
result was as follows. Republicans, 15,000, Reac- 
tionaries, 16,600. The Republicans, therefore, lost 
8,600 voters, who went over to the opposit party 
along with 8,000 others who had stayed at home in 
1881. 
consulted,” says the writer in the Temps, “ that . this 
change is due to the exertions of the clergy. 
The elimination of religious instruction from 
mary schools, the fear that theological students may 
be forced into the army, and the perspectiv of the 


At the 


*Tt is the opinion of everybody that I hav 
the pri- 


separation, in the near future, of church and state, 


determined the priesthood to enter the political arena . 


and to defend their interests. . The Semaine . 
Religieuse, the organ of the bishop of Mende, pub- 
lished, under the title of the * Obligatoriness of Vot- 
ing, asort of electoral catechism, which was issued in a 
special edition for the use of priests and the faithful. 
It is scarcely necessary to say that it was scattered 
far and wide in the mountainous districts by the Re- 
actionary candidates.” 

Here are a few specimen questions and answers 
taken from this curious document: 

“Should one feel obliged to vote?” 

“ Yes; and the obligation is all the more strict be- 
cause the consequences of a wrong vote are very 
detrimental to religion and society.” 

“Ts it a grave fault to vote wrong?” 

* Dare you believe that it would not be a grave 
fault to vote wrong !” 

“Ts an elector bound to confess having voted 
wrong ?” : 

“Certainly, because it isa grave fault; you should 
feel bound to confess it, repent of it, never do so 
again, and do all in your power to repair the lamen- 
table consequences of it.” 

“Tt is said that priests hav no right to talk of elec- 
tions in their pulpit. Is it true, and is it in conform- 
ity with Catholic doctrin ?” 

“The priests hav the right, and it is their duty to 
recommend that one vote according to one’s con- 
science enlightened by religion, and for those candi- 
dates who promis to defend true principles, and not 
to support bad laws.” 

“What is voting right?" 

“Ordinarily in elections, and especially in general 
elections, there are two parties in the field—conser- 
vativs and revolutionists, the party of order and the 
party of disorder, God’s party and Satan’s party. 
Now, there can be no hesitation as to which of these 
parties one should giv one’s vote.” 

This campaign document appeared toward the mid- 
dle of September, about a month before election-day. 
The priests took the hint and began forthwith a most 
vigorous attack on the existing order of things. In 
the Lozere, as in the Aveyron, the country pulpits 
hurled their anathemas at the legal government of 
the nation and at the institutions of 1789. Every 
church resounded with some such declaration as this: 
* Those who vote for the candidates of Satan will 
commit a moral sin, will be excommunicated and will 
go to hell" There were variations of this general 
theme, as, for instance, this questioning a child on 
the catechism: “‘In whose image are you made? 
asked the priest. ‘In God's; answered the child. 
‘No,’ responded the priest; ‘the Republican school- 
teachers tell you that you are made in the image of a 
monkey; or if you don’t understand that, in the 
image of a “mounine” [the patois for monkey], like 
those you see at the circus.’” 

Another priest blesses the ballots of the reactionary 
candidates, and still another shouts from his pulpit 
on the very morning of election that he hopes that 
those who vote Satan’s ticket may be struck by light- 
ning. In some cases children are informed that if 
their fathers vote wrong—that is, for Republicans— 
they (the children) will not be allowed to join the 
church, and in other cases the wiyes of well-known 
Republicans are refused absolution. No wonder 
that a senator of this department wrote to a friend 
the day after election as follows: “I am utterly dis- 
couraged. I advised those who hav been attached to 
me for long years to vote the Republican ticket. But 
they refused to do so, saying, ‘We do not want to 
lose our souls.’ " 

Once more it was shown that Roman Catholicism 
is all-powerful when arrayed against French republi- 
canism, and never did Gambetta’s cry sound truer: 
“ Clericalism, that's the enemy!” 

Toulouse, France. 

——— — 94-9 —————— 


THE main contest must be between the church of 
Rome on the one hand and Rationalism on the other. 
Protestantism is midway between the two, and must 
ultimately take sides with one or the other of the 
combatants.— JD, M. Bennett, 
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How Christianity Was Engrafted upon the Com- 
mon Law of England. 

The idea of a great many Christians in this coun- 
try is that Christianity is a part of the common law 
of the land. This notion has descended from the 
time of the Puritans, and a great many judges hav 
set the seal of official approval upon it. Severa] 
judges, also, hav repudiated this notion. But the 
notion is still prevalent, and often quoted. Daniel 
Webster claimed it when he unsuccessfully attempted 
to break the will of Stephen Girard—an attempt, by 
the way, that has since more effectually succeeded 
through Christian duplicity and dishonesty than was 
possible through any arts of the law. The Massa- 
chusetts legislators had no doubt that Christianity was 
a part of the common law when they passed the act 
against Atheism and blasphemy which the New Jer- 
sey legislators copied, and under which Charles B. 
Reynolds is now indicted and awaiting trial. 

But all these folks will be surprised to learn that 
this notion is based on a gross fraud perpetrated 
centuries ago, and exposed in this country by no less 
a person than Thomas Jefferson. In his speech de_ 
fending Abner Kneeland, at the January term of 
court, in Boston, in 1834, just fifty-three years before 
Mr. Reynolds will be tried, Andrew Dunlap, Mr. 
Kneeland’s counsel, drew the attention of the court 
to the following letter from Thomas Jefferson to 
Major Cartwright, of England: 


“ I was glad to find in your book a formal contradiction. 
at length, of the judiciary usurpation of legislativ powers ; 
for such the judges hav usurped in their repeated decisions 
that Christianity is a part of the common law. "The proof of 
the contrary which you hav adduced is incontrovertible, t 
wit, that the common law existed while the Anglo-Saxo 
were yet pagans, at a time when they had never yet hearfl 
the name of Christ pronounced, or knew that such a chara 
ter had ever existed. But it may amuse you to show d 
and by what means they stole this law in upon us. In; 
case of quare impedit in the Year book, 84 H. 6, folio 
(anno 1458), a question was made how far the ecclesiastical 
law was to be respected in & common law court. id 
Prisot, a chief justice, givs his opinion in these words: ‘A 
tiel leis qu'ils de seint église ont en ancien scripture, convient 
à nous à donner crédence; car ceo common ley sur quels 
touts manners leis sont fondés. Et, auxy, Sir, nous sumus 
obligés de conustre lour ley de saint église; et semblable- 
ment ils sont obligés de conustre nostre ley. Et, Sir, si poit 
apperer or à nous que l'évesque ad fait come un ordinary fé a 
en tiel cas, adong nous devons ceo adjuger bon, ou auter- 
ment nemy, etc. See 8. C. Fitzh. abr, Qu, imp. 89. Bto. 
Abr. Qu, imp. 12. Finch, in his first book, c. 3, is the first 
afterwards who quotes this case, and mistakes it thus: ‘ ‘To 
such laws of the church as hav warrant in holy scripture, our 
law giveth credence.’ And cites Prisot, mistranslating ‘ an- 
cien scripture into ‘holy scripture.’ Whereas Prisot palpably 
says, ‘to such laws as those of holy church hav in ancignt 
writing, it is proper for us to giv credence;’ to wit, to their 
ancient written laws. This was in 1613, a century anda half 
after the dictum of Prisot. Wingate, in 1658, erects this false 
translation into a maxim of the common law, copying :the 
words of Finch, but citing Prisot. Wing. Max. 8, and Shep. 
pard, title, ‘Religion,’ in 1675, copies the same mistransla- 
tion, quoting the Y. B. Finch and Wingate. Hale expregses 
it in these words, ‘ Christianity is parcel of the laws of Eng- 
land. 1 Veutr. 298,9 Keb. 607. But he quotes no author- 
ty. By thess echoings and reschoings from one to another, 


„| England,’ citing Ventris and Strange. 
"Mansfield, with a little qualification, in Evans’s case, in 1767, 
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it had become so established in 1728 that, in the case of the 
King vs. Woolston, 2 Stra. 884, the court would not suffer it 
to be debated whether to write against Christianity was pun- 
ishable in the temporal court at common law. Wood, there- 
fore, 409, ventures still to vary the phrase, and say that all 


blasphemy and profaneness are offenses by the common lew, | 


and cites 2 Stra. Then Blackstone, in 1768, IV. 59, repeats 
the words of Hale, that ‘ Christianity is a part of the laws of 
And, finally, Lord 


says that ‘the essential principles of revealed religion are 
part-of the common law.’ Thus engulphing Bible, Testa- 
ment, .and all into the common law, without citing any 
authority | And thus we find this chain of authorities hang- 
ing link by link, one upon another, all ultimately on one and 
the same hook, and that a mistranslation of the words, ‘an- 
cien scripture, used.by Prisot. Finch quotes Prisot ; Win- 
gate does the same. -Sheppard quotes Prisot, Finch, and 
Wingate. Hale cites nobody. The court, in Woolston’s 
case, cite Hale. Wood cites Woolston’s case. Blackstone 
quotes Woolston’s case and Hale. And Lord Mansfield, like 
Hale, ventures it on his own authority. Here I might defy 
the best read lawyer to produce another scrip of authority 
for this judiciary forgery, and I might go.on further to show 
how some of the Anglo-Saxon priests interpolated into the 
text of Alfred's laws the 20th, 21st, 22d, and 28d chapters of 
Exodus, and the 15th of the Acts of the Apostles, from the 
28d to the 29th verses. But this would lead my ‘pen and 
your patience too far. What a conspiracy this between 
church and state! 
Sing Tantarara, rogues all!” 

It is undisputed that the common law of this 
country is derived from England. But the common 
law of England is older than Christianity. If the 
religion of England had always been part of the 
common law, then we should find incorporated in it 
all sorts and kinds of religion. In the earliest times 
of British history Druidism was prevalent. The Ro- 
mans brought with them the gods of Rome. The 
Saxons brought the Saxon gods. When Christianity 
straggled into England, it was in the form of Cathol- 
icism. Afterward Protestantism was adopted. Then 
Catholicism again was supreme. Then Protest- 
antism was the state religion. Presbyterianism was 
once dominant; then Puritanism; then came the 
Church of England. Either all or none of these 
were common law. Every lawyer knows that not 
Druidism, nor the mythology of Rome, nor the idol- 
atry of the Saxons is regarded as common law, and 
the only authority for the claim that Christianity is a 
part of the common law Jeffersonshows to be the de- 
cisions of several judges, all based on the mis- 
translation of a single word, quoted from one 
case to another. When the Massachusetts people 
adopted Matthew Hale’s opinion on this subject, they 
adopted also his belief in witchcraft, and he was their 
great authority in sustaining the prosecutions for 
witchcraft which disgraced Massachusetts’s early his- 
tory. New Jersey, too, once had laws against 
witches, but they hav long since been repealed, and 
their reénactment forbidden. The last relic of these 
barbaric times when church and state were united is 
the blasphemy statute, which imprisons a man for 
twelve months who contumeliously reproaches the 
Christian religion. . 


Then and Now. 

In the old times of the Inquisition, when Chris- 
tianity ruled everything and everybody, the punish- 
ment of a heretic was attended to by the priests and 
their mercenaries with but little ceremony and no 
vacillation. Scores and hundreds of so-called Infidels 
were killed without the outside world’s knowledge, 
but with its full privity and consent. Occasionally, 
however, the church would hold a festival for its 
children, the chief attraction of which was the burn- 
ing of a score or so of heretics. To this the common 
people resorted gladly, laughing and rejoicing that 
the enemies of the church were to be punished. A 
Spanish auto-dd-fé of the fifteenth century became 
the church festival of the nineteenth century. 

We could not help thinking of this while at Morris- 
town last week, when the case of Mr. Reynolds was 
in court. The state had subpcenaed about thirty 
witnesses to testify that Mr. Reynolds had exposed 
the Christian religion to contempt and ridicule by 
circulating in Boonton his pamphlet on “ Blasphemy 
and the Bible.” These witnesses filled one side of a 
car on the run between Boonton and Morristown, 
and overfiowed to the other side, where sat the 
Boonton friends of Mr. Reynolds—Mr. Worman, 


‘Mr. Maxfield, and the sturdy Mrs. Booth and her 


large family of grown-up sons and daughters. 
Everyone in the car was going to attend the trial, 
and everyone thought that before night Mr. Reynolds 


would be in jail. A lawyer said, “If they call bis 


Sing Tantarara, rogues all, rogues al. 


"do they persecute those who oppose it. 


case at 12:30, by 8 o'clock he will be sentenced.” The 
Christians were sure they had their enemy on the 
hip, and that for some time to come he would cease ` 
disturbing the serenity of Boonton. Mr. Reynolds's 
friends were greatly depressed in spirit; they went 
to Morristown feeling about the same as the friends 
of the condemned heretics might feel upon witness- 
ing the forming of the priestly procession for the 
auto-dd-fé. The Christians went as to a festival— 
arrayed in their best, laughing, and happy—with 
anticipations of a pleasing spectacle. Their Bible 
was to be vindicated by the imprisonment of the man 
who ridiculed it, and why shouldn't they be happy? 
The animal and religious of their natures were in the 
ascendant, just as these traits were in the ascendant- 
in the Catholics of Spain two or three centuries ago. 
They had no thought of the wife waiting for a word 
from her husband, of the children waiting to see 
their father. Their jollity was a shameful exhibition 
of the tiger still lurking in Christianity. 

Blasphemy laws are the expression of this feeling 
of hate and revenge which Christians entertain to- 
ward unbelievers. It is the cruelty in human nature, 
intensified by the devoutness with which they wor- 
ship. The dearer they hold their religion, the fiercer 
The only 
way to prevent such deeds of cruelty is to substitute 
in tha people a love for men instead of a love for 
* God? he Boonton-Christians thougtit more of 
ÍnanibyNthan of their creeds, they would not hav 
been so jolly over the prospect of uning Mr 
Reynolds to prison. 

a9 — — —— 


Heresy! Heresy! 


When Henry George began his campaign for the 
mayoralty of this city, among his stanchest sup- 
porters were a few Catholic priests, chief of whom 
was Edward McGlynn, of St. Stephen’s church in 
East 28th street. Mr. McGlynn was a popular 
orator at Mr. George’s meetings, and publicly an- 
nounced his conversion to Mr. George's land theories. 
A few days before the election the priests, for some 
reason or other, quieted down, and it was publicly 
announced that the higher Catholic authorities had 
sat on them. Monsignor Ducey, one of the city’s 
prelates, said that McGlynn’s speeches had given 
such offense to the Catholic authorities that “he had 
been inhibited from making further political 
speeches.” Monsignor Preston, vicar-general of the 
diocese, wrote as follows rogardmg Henry George’s 
candidacy : 


“I can state with confidence that the great majority of 
the Catholic clergy in this city are opposed to the candidacy 
of Mr. George. They think his principles unsound and un- 
safe, and contrary to the teachings of the church. I hay not 
met one among the priests of this archdiocese who would 
not deeply regret the election of Mr. George to any position . 
of influence. His principles, logically carried out, would 
prove the ruin of the workingman he professes to befriend. 
Whatever may be:said, I think there is no question as to the 
position of the Catholic clergy. And although we never in- 
terfere directly in elections, we would not wish now to be 
misunderstood at a time when the best interests of society 
may be in danger.” 


A World reporter called upon Mr. McGlynn to ob- 
tain from him the knowledge of how he regarded 
this manifesto of his priestly superior. Mr. McGlynn 
developed surprising symptoms of heresy, writing 
his sentiments down as follows: 


‘“‘T think that if ecclesiastical authorities wished to giv to 
the public the impression or the information which your note 
tells me was‘conveyed in an interview in your paper yester- 
day, they would hav taken sorae other way of doing it. I 
therefore think proper to take no notice of that interview. 

* As to your second question, whether the supposed ac- 
tion of ecclesiastical superiors implies that Mr. Gecrge’s doc- 
trins are disapproved of by the church, I hav to say that the 
only action of ecclesiastical superiors that is in evidence is & 
published letter of Monsignor Preston, which, for aught that 
appears, may hav been published without his consent. It is 
an answer to a letter of a personal friend. In any case these 
utterances of Monsignor Preston should hav just so much 
weight, and no more, 88 the readers may feel called upon to 
giv them—such opinion as they may hav of his capacity to 
observe facts, to state them accurately, and to pass judg- 
ment upon them wisely. 

“I, for one, totally dissent from his statements of fact 
and from his expressed opinions. And Ido not forget that 
ecclesiastics whose censure was of much greater weight than 
his, even if expressed in his official capacity, namely, the so- 
called ‘ Qualifiers’ of the Roman Inquisition, condemned as 
heresy what their successors acknowledged to be no heresy, 
but a scientific truth, when they condemned the teaching of 
Galileo as heretical because expressly contrary to the holy 
scriptures. 

* The letters of Galileo and the work of Copernicus, & 
Catholic priest, teaching the true solar system, were placed 


- 


— that respect. 
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upon the index.of forbidden books and kept there for a 
century, till they were removed from it by that enlightened 
pope, Benedict XIV.”. 

Mr. McGlynn writes quite bravely in this "C" 
but, all the same, he has not made any more cam- 
paign speeches. Probably he will obey orders in 
What the church will do to him for 
recalling one of its most serious ancient errors 
remains to be seen. And, too, saying that his 


ecclesiastical superior’s opinions are entitled to only 


the weight that anyone feels called upon to giv them 
—that is, of no more weight than those of any other 
well-read person with medieval leanings — this is 
heresy, flat and heinous! 

The Reverend Dr. Edward McGlynn, of St. 
Stephen’s, will do well to be careful. The serpent 


yet has fangs ! 
— ——À——— — — 


The Kansas Victims of Law. 

On Tuesday, October 19th, Mr. E. C. Walker and 
his wife were denied a new trial and sentenced by 
Judge Crosier to two and one-half months’ and one 
and one-half months' imprisonment, respectivly. 
The sheriff and his deputy vigorously protested 
against having a woman sent to the jail as there 
were no accommodations for her, and the judge 
allowed the sheriff to keep Mrs. Walker at his house 
until a cell could be cleaned and furnished. . By this 
time, undoubtedly, she is in jail at Oskaloosa. The 
case will go to the Supreme Court of Kansas at once. 

The position of the judge in this case is an 
anomalous one, and his action is very queer. He 
decided that Mr. Walker and Miss Harman are 
legally married, yet he shuts them up in jail, as 
though they were criminals. His action amounts to 
a declaration that people are not free to legally 
marry as they please, but must go through certain 
forms.. If this is law, it certainly is not justice. 

Mr. and Mrs. Walker are being vigorously defended, 


‘and if the Supreme Court follows the precedents of 


law they wil be released.  Eighteen states, Mr. 


. Walker says, hav decided that marriages of the nat- 


ure of his are valid. There is no reason why Kansas 
should fall out of line. The secular idea of marriage 
is that it is a partnership ; the Christian idea is that 
itis a sacrament. If it is a simple partnership, the 
witnessing by law officers is no more essential to its 
legality than such witnessing is to any contract made 
by any two competent persons. The rightful pur- 
pose of the law is fulfilled in securing to the parties 
theirs and their children’s rights in the matter of 
property and parental care. There is nothing at all 
sacred about. marriage, and if Mr. and Mrs. Walker 
ean help to get it out of the sacrilegious hands of 
power-seeking churchmen, and more fully establish 
its secular character, they will hav conferred a benefit 
upon the country. 

One of the incidents of this affair is the desertion 
of Mr. Walker by his old friend, Tucker. Hitherto 


"Mr. Walker and Mr. Tucker hav been mutual ad- 


mirers of each other, nestling side by side on the 
elevated roost of philosophical Anarchism. Mr. 


Tucker now parts from Mr. Walker, sadly but firmly. 


Why? 


Because, in claiming that his marriage is 


. legal, Mr. Walker submits to the state, and in.so 


doing makes a dependant of himself and Mrs. 
Walker. and Mr. Tucker will never contribute 
“ money for the vindication of the right of men and 
women to enslave themselvs.” And Mr. Tucker adds, 
“All who contribute to the Lucifer defense fund will 
be doing just that and nothing less.” It is painful 
to see these two eminent Anarchists disagreeing, but 
such is Anarchy! From the standpoint of their 
philosophy Mr. Tucker is right. If Mr. Walker and 


" Miss Harman had been acting up to the principles of 


Anarchism, they would hav formed their union with- 
out saying anything to anybody, and without any 
ceremony whatever. In making their contract in the 
presence of third parties they were not only illogical, 
but abandoned the right to be considered Anarchists. 


. Having abandoned that, they might, without further 


sacrifice of principle, hav gone before a justice of the 
peace. However, as their marriage is legal without 
the signature of a justice, they had the right to 
choose the simplest way. Moreover, Mr. Tucker was 
as illogical as they when he allowed their union to 
stand as Anarchistic, and proposed to defend it. But 
now that Mr. Tucker has forsaken Mr. Walker, the op- 
ponents of Anarchy will probably love the latter more 
for the enemy he has made. Mr. Tucker, we think, 
might hav waited till Mr. Walker was free before 
abandoning him. If adherence to Anarchy demands 


. mountains aside. | 


Review, and a Freethinker. 


the severing of the friendship, a censorious world will 
say it would hav been less unkind to do it when the 
forsaken one did not need funds. Now the world 
will recall -the fact that the Chicago Anarchists were 


left in the same way, and draw erroneous conclusions. 
2-4 


Theory and Practice. 

It is a favorit theory with the Christians that 
prayer is of great utility. As a means of making 
known to God his own glory and perfections; as a 
means of informing him how he should conduct 
the world; as a means of impressing him with 
an adequate idea of the greatness of his ministers 


| and the general unworthiness of all who do not fall 


down ‘and support them; and as the most direct 
method to bring alleged divinity to the level of his 
creatures, prayer has been found particularly effica- 
cious. It is held, too, by a great many good Chris- 
tians, that prayer is always answered, either directly 
or indirectly, or not at all They believe implicitly 
in prayer, and consider it a good thing—in fact, the 
best thing in the world. 

The Rev. A. B. Simpson is perhaps as honest in 
his belief in prayer as any Christian in this city. 
Christ said that if one possessed faith he could pray 
Mr. Simpson believes Christ spoke 
the truth, though he has never moved mountains. 
But so confident is he that prayer is answered that 
he has started -an institution at 329 Hast Fiftieth 
street, this city, known as the Berachah Orphanage. 
He has gathered therein ten orphans, and so reliant 
upon prayer is the Rev. Mr. Simpson that he has 
these orphans depend upon prayer for their daily 
subsistence, and also upon prayer instead of upon 
doctors in sickness. Mr. Simpson himself is a faith 
cure practitioner. 

Now comes Superintendent Jenkins, of Mr. Gerry’s 
Society for the Protection of Children, and hales Mr. 
Simpson before the courts, as Mr. Cowley of the 
Shepherd’s Fold was haled. Why Mr. Jenkins inter- 
fered in the matter he told a reporter: “ This society 
does not believe in faith institutions, particularly for 
children. I don't charge. Mr. Simpson with anything 
criminal. My course was dictated by a belief that 
reliance upon faith may lead to neglect of the chil- 
dren, especially in sickness.” 

Alas for the faith! Mr. Jenkins is a Christian, but 
he evidently does not believe in prayer. 
dressing Sunday-schools he tells the children to pray, 
but when anyone attempts to liv by prayer he would 
use the strong arm of the law to force down his 
throat the prosaic potato and commonplace bread 
and butter. Christian theory and practice seem 


greatly at variance. 
eomm 


Editorial Notes. 


Ovr readers will be glad to know that Colonel Ingersoll 
was none the worse for his trip through the rain to Morris- 
town to saye Mr. Reynolds from a county jail, and that his 
throat is doing well and is likely in a short time to be as good 
asever. Considering the risk heran of a cold that might hav 
permanently disabled his vocal organs, Mr. Ingersoll’s efforts 
for Mr. Reynolds partook of the nature of a self-sacrifice—a 
sort of voluntary immolation on the legal altar of Christian 
bigotry. Such magnificent generosity is characteristic of 
the man, and, with the thousand or so of other good traits, 
makes him loved by all who know him, and by a few mill- 
ions who hav not that privilege. 


Tur Kansas City Organizer, a labor journal, is responsible 
authority for the following: ‘‘ A few days ago an eminent 
divine of this city rode out to the cnd of the cable line, where 
a great many are laborers at work, for the purposc of raising 
funds for & church building. instead of going to the men 
himself, telling them his mission and thankfully receiving 
what each could afford to giv, he induced the contractor, the 
employer of the men, to go with him. Together they filched 
from the poverty-stricken laborers one dollar each by terroriz- 
ing them with the fear that unless they each gave that amount 
they would lose their job. One poor man with a family 
offered twenty-five cents, but the priest, accompanied by him 
upon whom the poor man was depending for a living, said 
that they took nothing less than a dollar. Most of the men 
gave their consent, and,Saturday night the money was taken 
from their wages by the religious boss. One poor man who 
had been out of work for several months, and who is in des- 
titute circumstances, refused to make a donation and re- 
ceived à scowl from the boss and was discharged the next 
day.” 


Tue clerks and salesmen of this city held a mass-meeting 
last week to influence public opinion in favor of early closing, 
Saturday half holidays, and a total abolition of Sunday 
traffic. The affair was practically a campaign meeting 
for Henry George. The principal orators were two-clergy- 
men—a Catholic and a Protestant. Sandwiched between 
them was James Redpath, manager of the North American 
He made the best speech of the 
evening, although consideration for the feelings of the church- 


R 


When ad- 


‘men, and an over-anxious desire not to hurt, by any expres- 


sion of Infidelity, Mr. George's chances of election, rendered 
Mr. Redpath extremely inaccurate in one historical state- 
ment. Bowing low to Dr. McGlynn he avowed, ‘If it had 
not been for the church we should not hav had any Sunday.” 
This is an utterly false assertion, for the Hindoos, Chinese, 
Persians, Assyrians, and Egyptians all hav their septenary 
day of rest, and had it, too, before the apostolic tramps were 
heard of, and before Constantine joined the church. They 
had it contemporary with the Jewish Sabbath; they had it 
when God’s chosen people were slaves in Egypt; and in 
China, so far as the historians know, a seventh day of rest 
was observed before the creation is said to hav occurred. Mr. 
Redpath knows this well enough, but probably the presence 
of such distinguished clergymen upon the platform, and the 
desire for Mr. George’s election, frightened the knowledge 
away. Rabbi E. B. M. Browne, who had accepted an invi- 
tation to speak at this meeting, sent a letter of regret that he 
could not fill the engagement. He closed with these words: 
“ Liberty without religion is a logical contradiction. Relig- 
ion without a Sabbath is logical nonentity. Agnosticism, 
Atheism, and Anarchy are only three different names of the 
same monster, in its various stages of development, threaten- 
ing the very life of the republic. The Sabbath alone can 
save our Union. Let the workingman's powerful arm wield 
the Sabbath weapon to crush Anarchy’s skull. This is a re- 
ligious country!” John Swinton, who presided, had too 


much common sense to read Rabbi Browne’s letter. . 


WE noted last week the employment by the Zndependent 
of & force of women compositors who were compelled to 
labor nearly all one night without extra remuneration. By 
a letter in the London Press News we judge this unfair treat- 
ment: of printers to be a common failing of the religious 
press. The writer asks: ‘‘Can you explain the query, Why 
do religious bodies, as a rule, pay such poor prices for their 
printing? I hav on my books five representativs of religion, 
and although they all strongly object to nasty work, cheap- 
ness is an indispensable essential to doing business with 
them. I know this is à mania with which we are all more 
or.less afflicted, and the low. figure generally secures the 
order; but, for downright starvation prices, my experience 
has brought me in contact with no tradesman who can be 
compared to religious folk. ‘How much do you charge for 
a hundred bills about this size?’ (demy-folio) I was lately 
asked by a clergyman who wanted some done ‘at once.’ 
‘About 5s. or 6s.; it depends on the matter to be set up.’ 
‘So much as that! I never paid more than 8s. 6d. when I 
was in Bermondsey!’ And a similar wail do I hav to hear | 
with larger orders from the same class of customers. I do 
not know if other printers hav a like unpleasant experience, 
but certainly it is my lot to deal with religious people who 
hav desperately narrow views of the laborer being worthy of 
his hire.” An American journal takes this letter up and 
adds another count to the indictment: '*It is a fact that ad- 
mits of no denial that & majority of religious periodicals are 
printed in unfair shops, and that as a rule printing for 
churches or church sociables, concerts, lectures, etc., is of 
an unprofitable character. Why compositors employed on 
Sunday-school magazines or denominational journals should 
receive less wages than those employed on secular publica- 
tions is & conundrum we should like to hav satisfactorily ex- 
plained. The Bible teaches that the laborer is worthy of 
his hire. We are not referring to country publications, or 
the struggling parish minister, but to religious publications, 
official and representativ in their character, organs of the 
more wealthy denominations published in our larger cities. 
We like to see practice and preaching correspond.” 

———— O 


Lectures and Meetings. 


W. S. BELL writes us that he has all the work he can 
attend to in Texas until December, when he goes to Kansas. 


J. E. REMSBURG, the Liberal speaker, addressed the peo- 

ple at Preston’s Opera House, Thursday, October 14th. Mr. 
Remsburg is a pleasing speaker, and held thc attention of 
the large audience for over an hour. Sometimes, during the 
address, the house was stilled to absolute quiet. He gave a 
brief review of the life of Thomas Paine, and his connection 
with and part in the formation of our government. 
i Altogether, it was an earnest and eloquent appeal 
for justice to the memory of one of the greatest statesmen 
and patriots of the the Revolutionary period.— Grinnell, Ia., 
Independent. 


Tur Republican Press of Millsville, Wis., dated October 
21st, writes thus of Mr. Charles Watts’s recent lectures in 
that city: ‘‘The Liberal lectures given at the theater on 
Saturday and Sunday by Mr. Charles Watts were largely at- 
tended, and gave grcat satisfaction to the hearers. Mr. 
Watts, besides being a very eloquent speaker, is a logical 
one, and his lectures are bristling all over with good points 
which appeal to the reason of his hearers instead of their 
prejudices. -He does not resort to abuse in his lectures, but 
he says some sharp things which no man can successfully 
dispute, so far as heard from." 


W. F. JawrEsoN's engagements are as follows: Wickes, 
Mont., Nov. 8d, 4th, and 5th; Dillon, Nov. 7th, 8th, and 
9th ; Denver, Col., Nov. 14th ; Greeley, Nov. 17th, 18th, and 
19th. Colorado Liberals desiring lectures will address him 
at Denver, care of Charles Roth, 271 Fifteenth street. Of 
his effort in Bozeman, Mont., the Daily Courier of that place 
says: “The lecturer has a very pleasant and fluent address, 
and the deep interest with which he waded into his subject 
appeared to take hold of his audience.” The Chronicle, of 
the same place, said: '* Mr. Jamieson delivered the first of a 
series of lectures Tuesday evening. He isa splendid speaker,- 
and has a national reputation as a Liberal lecturer.” 


vit 
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— Zelters from friends. 


.  GnmNEzL, Ia., Oct. 28, 1886. 
Mz. Eprror: J, E. Remsburg was at this place, and de- 
livered his lecture,.‘‘ The Apostle of Liberty." He had a 
large audience, and the most of the people seemed attentiv. 
One Christian walked out before the lecture was over, and 
pulled his hat down over his eyes, as he went, as though 
ashamed of being there at all. i Minnie B. LEINS. 


AXTELL, Kan., Oct. 8, 1866. 
Mr. Eprror: The orthodox Clergy are endeavoring to con- 
vince the people that Liberals are Anarchists, but if our 
Liberal journals take the right course they will fail. Liber- 
alism in this vicinity is fifty per cent stronger than five years 
ago, and if Liberal literature could be scattered broadcast 
among the people all over the land, the clergy would soon 
be earning their labor by honest labor. J. E. C. 


BarEsviLLE, M. T., Oct. 9, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: Since some of your correspondents are en- 
gaged in cracking the nut whether wheat will pass to chess, 
I want to pass one in and hav it cracked among the rest. 

A few years since there was a patch of volunteer winter 
wheat on my ranch. After it had jointed, some cattle got 
into the field and grazed on the patch. As a natural Conse- 
quence, some stools were left untouched, others entirely 
eaten off, while others were partly eaten. Those untouched 
grew up wheat; those eaten off sprouted again from the 
stool, and came up chess; those half eaten came partly 
wheat and partly chess from the same stool. 

Tuomas Burk. 


SxowviLLE, Va., Oct. 20, 1886. 
Mr. Epiror: In “ Letters from Friends,” J. H. Paine givs 
a deserved tribute to Mr. Hacker and his Pleasure Boat, as 
well as to his work of to-day; and yet just now Hacker and 
his aged wife are suffering for food, clothes, and all the 
needs of a comfortable life, and even thinking of laying down 
the lives that are seeming to be only a tax and & burden to 
themselvs and to the community. They gave all when 
youth, health, and strength were theirs, and now, when old, 
crippled, sick, and in poverty, the world passes by on the 
other side. Friends who feel for the needy will please ad- 
dress him, with inclosures as they are able and willing, 

Jeremiah Hacker, Berlin, Camden Co., N. J. ELMINA. 


MiniER, ILL., Oct. 18, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror : It appears to me but just that all liberal- 
minded men should help turn the great wheel of free thought 
and speech (so long as it does not interfere with the rights of 
others). Inclosed find post-office money-order for $13.50. 
For defense of Mr. C. B. Reynolds against the good Chris- 
tians of New Jersey: Frank Williams, $1; John F. Quigg, 
$1; James F. Quigg, $1; B. T. Briggs, $1; Philip Imig, 
$1; Wm. J. Nicolay, 50 cents; J. M. Laudett, 50 cents; 
Jont Hammond, 50; J. Schaaf, $2; also $5 for two. sub- 
scriptions for THE TRUTH Szrkza—Shed. Tanner and Lewis 
Pleines. I hope to be able to send in the names of more new 
subscribers soon. I hav been a reader of Tux TRUTH SEEXER 
about six months; hav but one fault to find, that is, it is giv- 
ing us a little too much on Anarchy, I think, detrimental to 

the cause of liberty. Yours respectfully, J. Somaar. 


: ALLISTON, ONT., Oct. 12, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $3 for another year. 

Although not indorsing some of the illustrations, I would 
not like to miss some of the able articles. within your pages. 
Such pictures as kissing the pope’s foot I think extremely 
foolish, and bound to hav a bad effect on our noble cause. 
Not but that the Catholics are servil enough, but I hold if 
they cannot be reasoned out of their belief they will not be 
ridiculed out of it. And there is nothing will stop a Catholic 
quicker from reading THE TRUTH SEEKER than a look at that 
picture. They may increase the circulation amongst a cer- 
tain class, but I think we will find a safer class of converts in 
the churches than the heedless, thoughtless crowd who are 
tickled with the caricatures. However, you run the paper 
and not me; all the same you are welcome to my opinion. 

Yours fraternally, JosEPH ELLs. 


LINDSAY, ONT., Oct. 12, 286. 

Mr. Epitor: A converted Catholic, who is now a truth 
seeker Secularist, a gentleman who is not too bigoted to keep 
himself posted in Catholic literature, has requested me to for- 
ward to you the inclosed copy of Priest Lambert’s reply to 
Mr. Reynolds's kind invitation to attend the recent Freethink- 
er’s Convention, and to there giv his reasons, if he had any, 
for the faith he advocates, in accordance with 1 Peter iii, xv. 
With characteristic Christian bravery, the priest falls back to 
the rear and ‘* lashes the Freethinker,” as well as his friends, 
with a slanderous two-column newspaper excuse for not 
meeting his opponents, even though assured of fair treat- 
ment and an attentiv hearing, which, in the light of recent 
events in religious New Jersey, is considerably better than 
the deeds there done by the servants of the so-styled Prince 
of Peace. Mr. Lambert was evidently fearing the applica- 
tion of the old-time orthodox torture argument to help con- 
vince him of the errors of his faith, fiction, and preverted 
idealism. 

The i ignorance displayed by the priest of Waterloo of the 
objects and aims of Secularists is most astonishing, and if 
the majority of Christian ministers are no better informed, it 
is no wonder that their deluded hearers are full of prejudice 
and bigotry toward those of their fellow-countrymen who 
dare to be Freethinkers, those whom the truths of nature, 
aided by science and experience, hav made free—free from 
the shackles of priesteraft and man-made creeds founded 
on the horrible Bible fables that are yet too often instilled 


| into. the children, even before a knowledge of right and 


wrong can get a chance to dawn.on their infantile minds. 
The slurs and false insinuations which this priest seems to 
delight to heap upon his opponents, especially his questionable 
statements in regard to the religious reaction that culminated 
in the excesses of the French revolution, could be ably met by 
our noble historian, James Parton, Esq., whose masterly 
works apparently form no portion of the library of the cow- 
ardly priest of Waterloo. Farr Pray. 


: New York, Oct. 16, 1886. 

Mz. Eprron: Find inclosed $1, and continue my paper 
until the close of the year. 

As there is a diversity of opinion in regard to your illustra- 
tions, I will offer mine. I think they are immense. They 
are Silent sermons. At the first view some of them seem 
ridiculous, but upon a close study it dawns upon you in all 


its beauty like a stereoscopic view. Ilook as anxiously for 


my paper as I would for an expected letter. Of course, I 
cannot indorse everything that is published in it; still, I hav 
charity enough to tolerate the most diverse views; and by 
publishing different opinions you show your liberality. In 
regard to the Anarchists’ trial and conviction in Chicago I 
heartily agree with you. I do not sympathize with the 
cause, but still I claim that those men should hav a fair, im- 
partial trial. Then, if justice says they are guilty, let them 
suffer; but their guilt has not been proven yet. 
J. W. Caism. 


Karamazoo, Mion., Oct. 20, 1886. 

Mr. Epiroxz: After Mr. Watts finished his recent successful 
course of lectures at Grand Rapids, we invited him here. 
He gave an eloquent address at the Opera House before a 
good-sized audience; subject, ‘‘The Superstitious Teachings 
of the Bible.” Fred Hotop, proprietor of the American 
House, the finest and largest hotel in the city, entertained 
Mr. Watts while here in grand style. He attended the lect- 
ure with his whole family. He is a German, a city official, 
and a prominent, public-spirited man. Hesaid tome: ‘‘ Hav 
Mr. Watts come right here every time. I want to encourage 
such men.” 

Fuller and Son, liverymen, sent out an elegant conveyance 
to show Mr. Watts over the city. Messrs. Gault, Kauffer, 
Sheriff Galligan, Bragg, Stearns, Haurer, judge, and many 


others took an activ part in making the lecture and Mr. | 


Watts’s visit here a success. 

Mr. Watts is here again on his return from the West. He 
lectures to-night before the Knights of Labor upon *' Glad- 
stone and the Home Rule.” 

To-morrow we go to Hastings, where, through the assist- 
ance of Charles H. Bauer, a prominent lawyer and citizen of 
that place, I hav arranged for five lectures. No doubt Mr. 
Bavier will send you a report of the lectures from there. 

Lvorvs C. Wzsr. 


SOSHROBH; Wis., Oct. 15, 1886. - 

Mr. Eprron: Some months ago, I attended the funeral ser- 
vices of the Rev. Mr. Jones, of the Methodist church, 
who died wealthy.. Rev. Mr. Wilcox, of the first Methodist 
church, preached the sermon, and I had to smile a smole 
when he said that all successful preachers were called by 
God to preach the gospel. I suppose he meant all who got 
rich. The local papers hav never told us how much he was 
worth, but simply said he had left his family well fixed. 
But it is well known here that he died wealthy. Now, as it 
is not easy for a rich man to get to heaven by the old route, 
I think he must hav gone cross lots, if he ever gets there. I 
believe all the Liberal lecturers are afraid of this place, as 
they never come here, and I don’t know as I can blame them 
much, for this is the fountain head of superstition in the 
whole West. I hav been trying for the last three months to 
convert & Catholic lady, a neighbor of mine, and hav got 
her almost done. She has become very much interested in 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER, and is reading all my Liberal books. I 
also hav & number of others on the anxious seat. I am 
working very quietly but very effectually. My Truora 
SEEKER comes regularly, and is the most welcome visitor at 
my house. There is & church scandal on the tapis here, but 
I will wait further developments before I say anything 
about it. Gro. M. Harz. - 


Newark, N. J., Oct. 10, 286. 

Mr. Eprrog: I wish to know if it is possible to get the 
Anarchist reply to the judge. If so, would you please pub- 
lish in your next number of Taz TRUTH SEEKER? [The com- 
plete speeches of the Anarchists before Judge Gary are. pub- 
lished in pamphlet form. They would fill two issues of Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER. Publishing them is therefore out of the 
question. The pamphlet can undoubtedly be obtained of the 
Labor Press Association, 76 and 78 Fifth avenue, Chicago, 
Il., for about 25 cents.—Ep. T. 8.] I hav read their trial, 
and fail so see any evidence that would justify the sentence. 
Those men’s lives hav been sworn away and convicted by a 
spy. That is not reliable evidence in a court of justice, but 
I suppose it is good enough for a political court. You know 
that all our judges in this free country of ours are politi- 
cians. You know that they are all honest. You also know 
they are above suspicion of doing any wrong to their fellow- 
man. You know their decisions are always in favor of the 
salt'of this earth, the poor man, and against the rich. In 
fact, they are god-fearing men, not worldly; they are true 
Christians; they are so religious after they condemn a poor 
plebeian to be choked to death they wind up in a sanctimo- 
nious whine, “ And may God hav mercy on your soul.” 
They will tell the innocent man, '' It is not I that punish you, 
it is the, voice of the public that demands your blood.” And 
whom do they mean by the public ?—a lot of idle politicians 
who are barnacles on the society taxed to support them; and 
after they become superannuated they must be retired on 
a pension at the expense of the laboring man. If the poor 
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dare raise their voice to protest, they are clubbed and thrown _ 


‘in prison; and tried, convicted, and sentenced to be. hanged. 


And this is the voice of public opinion! The voice of the ` 
devil, better say, and ignorance and stupidity. 

Talking of the devil, I hav been told for a fact by a Chris- 
tian named Mr. Eagen, a grocery man in Brunswick, that 
the devil appeared in Jersey. I inquired where, and he 
answered, ‘‘ Outside of the city. There were men making 
sport of the Lord’s supper, and Old Nick, with his fork, 
shovel, horns, and cloven foot, appeared in front of them on 
the ceiling.” I told him that would hav been a good time to 
make a prisoner of Old Nick. I suppose they were drunk, 
and had the bug on them. I bade this man of intelligence 
good-bye, and remarked that the devil always appeared to 
Christians. He inquired if I did not believe ina devil. I ' 
answered, * Yes, two-legged Christian devils.” He called to 


his child, Mary Ann, to come in the house. 
W. W. Morris. 


Sourn OrseLoO, N. Y. Oct. 19, 1880. 

Mr. Eprroz: It is with a bitter sense of humiliation that 
I hav to enroll myself again among the list of delinquents, 
but when I tell you that a disastrous fire by lightning on the 
18th of July swept me out of $500 in less than two hours, 
and with no insurance to back me up, you will understand - 
why I hav been too short of funds to spare even the small 
sum due the dear TRUTH SEEKER. Every hour of my life I 
regret that I hav not the means yet at my command to help 


‘carry on this warfare for liberty of tongue and pen. 


-The ease of C. B. Reynolds, in Boonton, N. J.; the insult- 
ing treatment of the intelligent Hindoo at Asbury Park ; the 
case of those unjustly condemned labor reformers, or so-called 
Anarchists, of Chicago, ought to inspire renewed zeal in’ 
every man and woman to stand firmly for the little liberty we 
already hav; for these aggressiv maneuvers on the part of 
the officers of religion in combination with our government 
officials, so well defended as they are by the public press, all 
point to an early crisis between liberty and mental and moral 
slavery. I wish those two foreign gentlemen, Joshee and 
Sattay, could be induced to come out into the country and 
deliver & course of lectures on the Condition and customs of : 
the people of their country. It might take some of the en- 


thusiasm out of people who are so engaged in the foreign 


mission hobby. 

Tue TRUTH SEEKER was never better than to-day. The 
cartoons speak volumes. Our children notice them; and 
want me each week to explain to them what they mean. In 
this way they hav already become interested in TuE TRUTH 
SEEKER. ‘Mrs. Mary Prox. 


IrHAOA, Oct. 28, 286. 

- Mr. Eprroz: I continue my subscription to Taz TRUTH . 
SEEKER from November 7, 1886, onward, by sending you 
$1, Claiming a respectful right to its columns as a Free- 
thinker. I plead nature, and nature’s embodiment in man’s 
structure as it stands this moment, and fully embrace all the 
good and evil of the Bible, of Christian theology, of liberal 
sectarianism, of freeloveism, of Spiritualism, and of every 
other ism under the sun as all. belonging to nature in man. 
It is knowledge we want to harmonize and utilize the great 
variety of nature’s members. This embodiment of nature 
Called man must not be maimed in any of its members, but ` 
as evolution has advanced knowledge, charity takes the 
place of bigotry, and each member, whether honorable or 
dishonorable, performs its rightful office in the body, and is 
an important help in all its movements. It must not be for- 
gotten that nature, in all her variety, is positiv and negativ, 
and that it is knowledge with charity that only can equalize 
these opposits. We may fight and denounce what we call 
evil in others till doomsday, and we only beget the same un- 
charitable spirit in our opponent, and the opposits of nature 
will remain the same. But a quiet spirit and soft words 
may modify and smooth the rough edges on either side. . 
Good and evil are a necessity, and can be obviated only by 
accepting it as such, and the twain are a unit at once. No 
mutual love can be attained between the sexes in the absence 
of nature's opposits. There must be in a true love match, a — 
positiv and negativ organism, to stand the test of life's uneven 
path. I say again that my plea is nature and her embodi- 
ment in man’s structure, and outside of that structure there 
is no possible knowledge, and that structure (a male and 
female unit) covers all the possible isms in existence, whether 
supposed to be good or evil. And why? Because good 
and evil are married together, an inseparable unit, by the 
great priest Experience. No use to denounce these creeping 
things, isms; they belong to the body and always will by the 
slight modifications of unity. I am happy to understand 
that our Virgin Mary (Freethought) is being overshadowed 
by the Holy Ghost (cartoons). ZENAS KENT. 


MILWAUKEE, Or., Oct. 2, 1886. 

Mr. Enrroz: I am not a subscriber to your paper, but 
I expect to be soon. Mr. Creseey, one of your subscribers, 
loaned me several copies to read. Mr. Editor, are not those 
pictures just “horrid?” Mr. Gill seems to think they hurt 
the feelings of his Christian friends. What a pity! Poor 
innocents. It’s too bad to hurt their feelings. I wonder if 
those New Jersey Christians are aware that they are hurting 
the feelings of Mr. Reynolds and his friends. I, for one, 
would like to see those pictures on every page. I would 
take great pleasure in showing them to my Christian friends, 
especially to the preachers and pious deacons, for we do hav 
a few of these ‘‘ critters ” out here—more's the pity. I don’t 
think much of an Infidel that is ashamed to show his colors, 
or afraid he might hurt the tender feelings of some of these - 
meek and humble followers of the crucified lamb. Do they 
consider Mr. Reynolds their enemy? Their Jesus said, 
"Love your enemies." Are they following his advice in , 
thus persecuting Mr. Reynolds? About those pictures—I 
don’t see why any genuin Infidel can object to them. Even 


. the high-priced editions of the Christian’s Bible contain hun- 
dreds of pictures, and they are there to the more easily dupe 
the credulous. Their Jesus is. pictured as very handsome, 
with long, flowing, curling locks, and faultless profile. But 
does this agree with his description as given in the Bible? 
In one place it says: “ If a man hath long hair doth he not 
know it is a sin [disgrace] unto him ;” and again, “ His face 
was more marred than that of any man ; more than the sons 
of man." Tell Mr. Heston to giv us “ J ohn preaching i in the 

. wilderness;" with a chunk of honeycomb in one hand, a 
locust in the other, and his audienee a lot of birds, chip- 

munks, squirrels, etc. Well, as this is my first letter for 

Tur TRUTH BEEKER, I will close, and if this finds a place in 

its columns I may write again. 


An Infidel now and forever, ALEX. C. WALLACE. 


WELLAND, ONT., Oct. 20, 1886. 

Mr. Foiron: I see in Tux Trura SEEKER of Oct. 9th an 
„article headed, “ Picked up by Mr. Renwick.” .I hav no 
wish to enter upon a discussion of the subject of Anarchism. 
My friend Renwick has undertaken to pick me up before I 
got down. I had neither flopped over nor complained of 
-too much backbone. My letter to the editor was not in- 
tended for publication. But he thought proper to print it, 
and I was glad he did, as his answer to it placed him before 
the readers of Taz TRUTH SEEKER in a light not to be mis- 
understoód—not as an advocate of Anarchism, but an advo- 
cate of justice to Anarchists and all others, which was satis- 
factory to me, and I wrote him to that effect. 

I.am not an Anarchist, neither would I like to hav a per- 
son hung whose fortune or misfortune it was to be one. I 
think Mr. Renwick's satirical reply was uncalled for, as the 
editor to whom my letter was addressed had answered it in 
full. : Jonn Ray. 


WATERTOWN, N. Y., Oct. 22, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: I see by a press dispatch from Dover, N. J., 
that C. B. Reynolds has been indicted by the grand jury for 
the imaginary crime of blasphemy, a crime that exists only 
in the diseased mind of a religious fanatic. In the face of 
advancing science, in defiance of the grand principles so 
clearly set forth in the Constitution of the United States, the 
bloodstained -banner of the cross, the black flag of Christian- 
ity, triumphantly waves over the prostrate form of free 
speech in the priest-ridden and bigoted state of. New Jersey. 
History repeats itself in this case, and the old-time Inqui- 
sition has been revived. These Christians of New Jersey, 
these meek and lowly followers of the lamb, these people 
who love their enemies, who when smitten on one cheek 
turn the other, hav, by their wretched work, shown only too 
clearly that the hellish spirit of the Inquisition still slum- 
bers in their withered and heartless breasts. Please excuse 
. my warmth of expression, for in a case like this I find it ex- 
tremely difficult to preserve perfect serenity. Inclosed you 
will find $1 to assist Mr.* Reynolds in defending himself 
against the enforcers of ‘‘ Christian” morality. 
E. B. Forsox. 


ASHLEY, O., Oct. 14, 1886. 
Mz. Epiror: The books I ordered came to hand promptly, 
and are being distributed to good advantage, I hope. I don't 
. choose to worry your patience, but I can't refrain from mak- 
' ing a few remarks which, if good enough, you may pub- 
lish. About six years ago I believed in the Christian’s 
heaven and hell, but, thanks to Taz Trura SEEKER, which 
‘was handed to me at that time to read by a frietid, I had my 
eyes opened to the greatest fraud that was ever palmed off 
on an enlightened people. Why people reverence the old 
Jew book, with its profanity, obscenity, persecutions, and 
superstitious ideas, is more than I can imagin. The cause, 
probably, is from early education, but if we stop to think 
~ and reason with ourselvs, then we can see enough every day 
of our lives to teach us the Bible is a big fraud. I would 
not giv a good almanac for it, and I would not giv one 
school-house where the sciences are taught for all the 
‘churches in the land, and I verily believe that half the 
preachers to-day don’t believe what they preach. We hav a 
' young Methodist Episcopal preacher that comes here every 
two weeks to preach. He has studied the sciences, and is 
about to graduate at the Ohio Wesleyan University at Del- 
aware, O., and can’t believe what he preaches, for he knows 
` better. Last winter we had a young squirt to preach here 
who made the remark during a revival that Bob Ingersoll re- 
hashed Tom Paine and Voltaire. The little fool—either of 
those great men could forget more in one day than he could 
learn in a lifetime! This same upstart was conducting a re- 
vival a few miles south of here last winter also. A poor 
family near there, members of his church, sold chickens to 
the amount of two dollars and fifty cents. The wife 
. gave this hypocrit two dollars of it, and the fifty cents 
for the heathen in foreign lands; and this robber is looked up 
to as a great and shining light in the Methodist church. He is 
more fit to occupy a cell in the penitentiary. The Lord loves 
a cheerful giver. I receive Taz TRUTH SEEKER every Satur- 
day, and you can bet I am fixed for Sunday reading. Long 
liv Tue Truru SEEKER and Watson. Heston. The pictures 
are great lessons, and Brother Heston knows just where to 

make his mark. CnanLEs F. OLMSTED. 


MyrTLE Creek, OR., Oct. 20, 286. 
Mr. Eprror: After having investigated the theory of Sub- 
stantialism, as set forth in ‘‘ The Problem of Human Life,” 
. by A. Wilford Hall, of New York, and also by the same au- 
" thor and others in the Microcosm and Scientific Arena, enti- 
tled scientifico-religious journals, I find that their religion does 
not blend with science. To be consistent they must treat 
each separately. $ 
They cannot confoynd Bible theology with Substantialism. 
So far as they hav treated with Substantialism, they hav 
ignored the Bible. Until recently theologians hav fought 


| SEEKER. 
"we here in this city are by no means backward in premul- 
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science to the bitter end. Since the sixth century they 
hav put to death over fifty millions of people for the crime 
of heresy—for Freethought, mental liberty, and human 
rights. Yet, strange to say, they claim all the honor and 
ascribe to the church all of the glory and advancement that 
has been achieved by science. 

Since this party has taken up the theory of Substantialism 
(which is a modified form of Pantheism) they hav attempted 
to overthrow Darwinism and the survival of the fittest, but 
so far hav only corroborated it, and while they hav been 


holding up to the people an invisible, Substantial God, they 


hav simply held up the molecular theory advanced by De- 
mocritus 400 8.0, together with the nebular hypothesis, 
force, motion, ete. To sum the whole hypothesis up, their 
God is reduced to the universe, with the laws that govern it, 
electricity in all of its phases being the ruling power. Now, 
they must go beyond all science, so far as is known, to find 
the God they claim and which they seem to ignorantly wor- 
ship or else leave science and take the Bible alone as the 
limit to science and revelation, because they cannot hold to 
both at the same time. While we accept all that is true in 
science and theology, and nothing more, they claim that all 
of the Bible is divine inspiration. On the negativ, we claim 
that whatever conflicts with science cannot be of divine inspi- 
ration. 

They treat elaborately upon the future state of mentality, 
acknowledging at the.same time that all animate beings are 
endued with more or less. intellectuality, such as thought, 
memory, etc., but their individuality, mentality, etc., will be 
reverted to their primitiv sources, but not so with mankind ; 
that the intellectuality of man must continue 88 a special 
entity and individuality, and all who do not accept their 
creed must suffer the. eternal condemnation and vengeance 
of an offended and avenging God. 

But we claim that they do not know anything about that. 
We believe that if we make the best of this life, we shall be 
the better prepared to enter the next when it comes. We 
infer that a man must begin where he left off here—that if he 
has been sinning all his life on credit it will take him a long 
time to pay the debt with interest in the next world. 

L. C. Hitt. 


CHATTANOOGA, TENN., Oct. 18, 1886. 
Mz. EprroR: The inclosed article from the Daily Times 
wil probably interest some of the readers of Tue TRUTA 
It will show our friends all over this continent that 


gating Liberal thoughts and ideas. We hay some very good 
speakers here, and our meetings create a general interest 
among the thinking people. With such men as our presi- 
dent, John James, Judge Beasty, Dr. Lober, Dr. Palmer, 
Messrs. Goodwin and Bathman, and others, we cannot fail 
to arouse many from their lethargy, and raise them up to the 
standard of a great and noble manhood. The Times says: 

It would, perhaps, startle our clergy to become fully acquainted 
with the rapid development of Liberalism (the new name for Infi- 
delity) in this city. There is one club now in existence which num- 
bers eighty activ, vigorous, and energetic members. The member- 
ship consists largely of ladies, and is said to embrace some of our 
leading business and professional men. 

An activ member of the club, in speaking of the growth of Infi- 
delity, said to a Times reporter : “ The eighty members of our club 
is but a very small fraction of our sect in this city. I hav made a 
careful investigation and I believe I do not exaggerate when I say 
there are, to-day, fully two thousand persons in this city who be- 
lieve as we do." 

“Do you encourage Communism 2?” 

“T am astonished at such a question. We believe in the rights of 
man, and believe that individual rights should be protected. No 
one was happier than I when the bloody Chicago Anarchists were 
condemned to death, and anyone who preaches such doctrins 
should be as summarily dealt with. No, sir! We believe in law, in 
justice, in humanity, and in hunxan rights. We believe that every- 
one’s religion should be respected, and no one has more veneration 
for the institutions of the orthodox than we, yet we claim the 
privilege of believing according to the dictates of our own con- 
science.” 

By an-examination of your railroad map you will notice 
that Chattanooga is one of the great centers of the South. 
Our surroundings are indeed magnificent. On the south 
we hav the great Lookout Mountain with its warlike mem- 
ories, on the east Mission Ridge and the national cemetery. 
Chattanooga is also the manufacturing and shipping point of 
the iron industries of Tennessee. And, oh, horror of horrors! 
it is the headquarters of the Salvation Army of the South, 
from whence it is going to fight the devil throughout all this 
region. It is a pity that men fall so low that they thus spend 
their time and education, which they could really use toa 
better advantage than in praying to an omnipotent God, by 
teaching school and giving their time to the education of our 
children, which would be more beneficial than all the shout- 
ing to the lamb. Max Lors, Sec. Liberal Club. 

Gratran, Mion., Oct. 20, 1886. 

Mr. Enrror: It is not my object in writing this to argue 
this question of Anarchy, or endeavor to prove the rights or 
wrongsof Anarchists. My principal object is to ask you and 
your correspondents if there has not been about enough said 
on this subject for you to giv our Liberal friends to under- 
Stand that it is time to call a halt, and devote the valuable 
space that it has recently occupied to subjects that will hav 
a greater tendency to unite all Liberals in promoting and ad- 
vocating principles that will hav a greater tendency to draw 
to our support those who are looking on, hesitating, and 
wondering if we advocate that which will be productiv of 
more and greater good. 

In the last number of your paper (Oct. 16th) about five col- 
umns were devoted to this subject, and so far as I am able to 
judge, comparativly little was said to prove the rights or 
wrongs pertaining to this question, or to enlighten the 
readers of your paper in regard to the objects and aims of 
Anarchists. All seem anxious to hav it understood that they 
are not in sympathy with the principles advocated by An- 
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archists, but are merely defending the right of free speech. 
We should all endeavor to sustain this right as sacred and in- 
violate, but I am at a loss to know why so much interest 
and apparent sympathy is displayed for an organization 
that seems to hav for its sole object the destruction of all 
government. Webster defines Anarchy to be: “Want of 
government; the state of society where there is no law or 
supreme power, or where the laws are -not efficient, and in- 
dividuals do what they please with impunity.” Without ex- 
pressing any opinion in regard to the justice or injustice of 
the condemnation of the Anarchists at Chicago (1 leave that 
with thé proper authorities), I will say that they are among 
the most notorious of that class, principally foreigners, and 
mostly aliens, who are the head center from which emanates 
the greatest amount of the labor troubles that hav afflicted 
our nation during the past year. They are the instigators, 
leaders, and abettors of a policy that has for its object the 
overthrow of all governments and laws in an illegal and 
violent manner. While the editor and a majority of the con- 
tributors on this subject profess opposition to the princi- 
ples of the Anarchists, they hav little to say that tends to 
show their readers the horrible injustice and revolutionary 
tendency that permeates all the sayings and doings of the 
organization that they, in one sentence, profess to abhor; 
and in the same article the casual reader can hardly help 
noticing expressions of sympathy which, whether really in- 
tended as such or not, look like little “ straws that show 
which way the wind blows.” 

I believe that in calling for a truce in the discussion of this 
question I am doing that which is called for, in view of the 
best interests of the cause of Secular Freethought, and the 
influence and success of Taz TRUTH SEEKER as a conservator 
of justice, law, and order. CONVERSE CLOSE. 


l Des Mores, IowA, Oct. 20, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: Under the head of Cleveland, O., Sept. 
5, 1886, I read a communication in Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
from Brother Charles L. Watson. He appears to criti- 
cise some one calling himself ‘‘Justice,” who had written 
an article headed *' Powderly and Communism.” He says 
for ignorance and misrepresentation it beats anything he had 
ever seen. I hav read both “ Justices " and Watson's, and 
will hav to say that it reminds me of Satan rebuking sin. 
* Justice" tries to hitch the Knights of Labor on to Com- 
munism, intimidation, forcible possession, and murder, 
which, without doubt, proves the ignorance of ‘‘ Justice,” 
and I am satisfied that he misrepresented the members of the 
Knights of Labor, and does them great injustice. Thus far 
and no farther I go with Brother Watson, but we can't sub- 
scribe to his defense of Powderly and his abuse of Martin 
Irons. To be plain, my brother has not been a close observer, 
or he is willingly making false statements and unbrotherly 
charges against Irons. He calls him a traitor, who had to 
flee from the Knights of Labor, and says he was hired by 
capitalists to ruin the order. Now, this isthe first time, and 
Watson is the first, and, I believe, the only, man that ever 
made such unbrotherly charges against Irons. Whilst Irons 
was engaged in that terrible and unequal conflict with Jay 
Gould every true Knight of Labor in America was in sym 
pathy with Irons and his men, and if he had had the pre- 
tended support of Powderly, which he, Powderly, pretended 
to giv him, Irons and his men would hav gained the recog- 
nition and victory over the Southwestern division of Jay 
Gould’s railroad. We who watched that struggle all know 
well that Powderly sanctioned and encouraged Irons. We 
Knights in this section do not believe in strikes, but when 
Irons got into it, and, as we believed, rightfully, our sym- 
pathy was with him, and we believed Powderly’s to be. He 
called for an assessment from our district for Irons, which 
we paid like men, and what else could we believe but that 
Powderly recognized Irons and his strike? And I will un- 
dertake to say that, if Irons had succeeded, he would hav 
been to-day one of the great men in Richmond, and greatly 
in the way of Powderly's aspirations. Who could see this 
‘sooner than Powderly ? 

Now, Brother Watson says Powderly is not a boasting 
man. This proves he knows nothing of what he says. If he 
had read the papers, he would hav seen whether Powderly 
ever boasted. When he was in arbitration with Gould about 
the strike, he published to the world that he, Powderly, 
made Jay Gould acknowledge that he, Powderly, was 
master-workman of the world. He then had all the recogni- 
tion he wanted, and pretended sickness and went home, as 


-he generally does when he gets recognized. His next bull 


was in giving the matter for settlement to poor Irons and his 
men, taking particular pains to say to them, so Jay Gould 
could hear, ‘‘ You shall not intimidate or hinder traffic.” 
What sweet words for the syndicates! Virtually he tied the 
hands of his men and surrendered them to their enemy. 

Powderly issues many private circulars, and invariably 
they are published in the leading papers before they reach 
the assemblies he pretends they are for. Did you ever ob- 
serve this, Brother Watson? We find Powderly at Washing- 
ton wallowing in luxury with Jay Gould and other monopo- 
lists, sending his so-called private circulars to the Knights of 
Labor saying that he would hav Congressional aid for the 
laborers. Think, will you, of the idea of going for sympathy 
to Congress, a body that always legislates for the rich and 
against the poor! I think that Powderly is-to-day the great- 
est boaster in America. You say he is no boaster. He is 
self-conceited, and sooner or later will sell out the Knights of 
Labor, if he has not already done it. 

He ruined Irons, I believe, for a purpose. And how a 
brother of the Knights of Labor can call Irons a traitor is 
more than I can understand. Irons to-day is financially a 
ruined man, his family scattered, his little home gone—and 
all for the good of the order, as he honestly believed. This 
attack from a brother upon a brother in distress is a shame. 

CAPTAIN KENNEDY. 
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Children’s Garner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixow, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour.” 


Little Brown Hands. 


They drive home the cows from the pasture, 
Up through the long shady lane, 

Where the quail whistles loud in the wheat-field, 
All yellow with ripening grain. 


They find, in the thick waving grasses, , 
Where the scarlet-lipped strawberry grows; 
They gather the earliest snow-drops 
And the first crimson buds of the rose. 


They toss the hay in the meadow ; i 
They gather the elder-blooms white; 

They find where the dusky grapes purple ` 
In the soft-tinted October light. 


They know where the apples hang ripest, 
And are sweeter than Italy’s wines; 

They know where the fruit is the thickest 
On the long thorny blackberry vines. 


They gather the delicate sea-weeds, 
And build tiny castles of sand; 

They pick up the beautiful sea-shells, 
Fairy barks tbat hav drifted to land. 


They wave from the tall, rocking tree-tops, 
Where the oriole’s hammock nest swings, 

And at night-time are folded in slumber 
By a song that a fond mother sings. 


~ Those who toil bravely are strongest, 
The humble and poor become great; 
And from those brown-handed children 
Shall grow mighty rulers of state. 


The pen of the author and statesman, 
The noble and wise of our land, 

The sword, and chisel, and palet 
Shall be held in the little brown hand. 


—New Haven News. 
—————- —— —— —— 


A Prize for the Little Ones. 


Not long ago we attended a session of the 
Children's Progressiv Lyceum. The topic 
presented to the children for discussion 
was this: ‘‘ The Spirit World and. What We 
Know About It." We thought it à pretty 
knotty subject for grown-up people to grap- 
` ple, let alone children. 

We propose for the consideration of the 
children who read this corner of Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER the following subject: 

“Tar Wonrp we Liv In.” 

To the little girl of twelve years, or under 
that age, who will tell us in the most interest- 
ing way that which she knows concerning 
this world in which she livs, will be presented 
three small articles—toys—which were 
brought from Europe recently, and given to 
the editor of the Corner to be used at her dis- 
cretion. Boys may write upon the above- 
named theme also, but the articles will be 
presented to the girl who writes the best 
essay, because adapted to girls and not boys. 


—Ep. C. C. 
———— 9-9 ——— ———- 


Hygiene. 


[We take pleasure in presenting below the sensi- 
ble essay.on Hygiene which takes the prize of five 
dollars offered by a friend several weeks since. 
The next best article on the.subject will ap gar 
another time, and, although it does not take 
money prize, it is highly commended, and shows, 
as well as the one below, that we hav some very 
bright intellects among the children of our 
Corner.—Ep. C.C.] 


There'll be something for ‘children to do, 
There'll be something for children to do; 
In the bright world above 
Where there's joy; peace, and love, 
There’ll be something for children to do. 

Yes, but we little Freethinkers who liv in 
cities which are paved with nothing better 
than stones, and who do not look forward so 
expectantly to the one that.is paved with 
gold, hav something to do in this world. 

The kind of people who are wanted to 
make this home so that people can liv in and 
enjoy it, without dreaming of that ‘‘ other 
world,” of which we know nothing, are 
bright, cheerful, unselfish, happy ones. 

Now, if people were well and free from 
“aches and pains,” nothing would be easier 
or more natural than for them to be happy 
and cheery. A sick person, in thinking so 
much of himself, becomes selfish, very often, 
and selfishness is one of those little weeds 
which must be pulled up before true happi- 
ness can reign. 

So you see, little brother and sister Free- 
thinkers, hygiene must be one of your studies 
—take it instead of Bible reading; it is a 
great deal more interesting. 

Our bodies are covered with little ** pores,” 
and they are to let the poison out of the 
body, as the window lets the poisonous air 
out of the house. , 

: These pores are kept open by frequent 
washings and brisk rubbings. So first, we 


hav water inside and outside. 
see about air : 

All the blood in our bodies passes through 
our lungs, where it is purified by the pure air 
which we breathe. Every other time we 
breathe we send out bad, impure air, and 
every other time we should inhale pure air. 

If we sleep in a closed room, we use all the 
good air, and then inhale the bad, which is 
another cause of poor health. 

People who sleep in sunny, airy rooms are 
much more healthy than those who sleep i in 
dark ones. 

Weare affected by light and air about as 
much as plants. So much for sun and air. 

Besides the water, sun, and air, we must 
hav plenty of exercise to develop the muscles, 
and so make us strong. Our bodies are boxes 
in which are packed all our organs, and the 
boxes are just the right size, and not a bit too 
large. 

Much sickness, as well as discomfort, is 
caused by wearing tight clothing. ` If we had: 
8 box just filled with diamonds, we would 
not try to get them into a smaller box, and so 
scratch and deface them. And yet many 
try to make a smaller box for their heart, 
lungs, etc., that are worth more to them than 
anything else. , 

Early to bed and early to rise 

Makes a man healthy, wealthy, and wise, . 

Much more can be accomplishéd early in 
the morning than at night, and you will feel 
much better for rising early. 

I know a man about eighty-three years of 
age, who has always kept early hours, and 
now, though so old, he can see to read per- 
fectly without glasses. He must feel wealthy 
to hav such good eyesight. He was wise to 
keep early hours, and “he is remarkably 
healthy. 

Stand erect! If you think awhile, you will 
gee many reasons why stoop-shouldered peo- 
ple usually hav: a weak feeling in the pit of 
their stomachs, which would be remedied by 

their standing erect. 

And then, it givs a person self-respect to 
stand straight. Every tramp I ever saw car- 
ried his chin on his chest. 

Your feet should be kept warm and dry, 
and remember that they cannot be kept warm 
when they are in tight shoes, which keep the 
blood from circulating freely. 

“Colds” are very disagreeable company, 
which we can avoid if we try. If we are 
careful not to sit in a draught, and to keep 
our feet warm and dry, and careful about 
changing our.clothes as the weather changes, 
and never to leave the fire to enter a cold 
room without an extra garment, we may get 
the upper-hand of the family of colds. 

Treat your stomach kindly; do not giv 


it too much work to do in the way of digest-- 


ing greasy, rich food, but do not be afraid of 
overworking. the stomach's assistants, the 
teeth; and the salary for the.stomach's assist- 
ants is small—only a good brushing two or 
three times a day. 


Think of having several hundred doctors in |. 


a single city to cure the diseases brought on 
by ignorance! 

‘ The last is the best of all the game,” 
says the nursery rhyme, and this little poem 
is certainly one of. the best and most useful 
ever written : 

ADVIOE. 

Take the open air, 

‘he more you take the hetter; 
Follow nature's laws, 

To the very letter. 
Let the doctors go N 

To tho Bay of Biscay; 
Let alone the gin, 

The brandy, and the whisky. 
Freely exercise, 

Keep your ‘spirits cheerful ; 
Let no dread of sickness . 

Make you ever fearful, 


Eat the simplest food, 
Drink the pure cold water, 
Then you will be well— 
Or, at least, you “ oughter.” 
LavzA PRICE SvrEWART (age 14). 
Cleveland, O. A 
tO 
“Kiss Me, too, Papa.” 
* Hand me that collar-button,” demanded 
George Wellsby, turning with an annoyed air 
toward his little girl. ‘‘ Learn to let things 


alone, will you? There now, tune up and 


howl.” 

“ George, don’t speak to the child that 
way,” said Mrs. Wellsby, depositing a eb 
on a chair. 


“Well, why can’t she behave herself? 


Every time she sees that I am getting ready 
to go to any place she makes a point of hin- 
dering me. Let that cravat alone.” 


** Put down papa’s cravat, darling. She's ; 


too young to know any better.” 


Now, let us: 


— 


_ Other people's children 
PU. bet PN miss the 


.'*No, she. isn't. 
know how to. behave. 
train..- 
had never been born.” 

“O George!” exclaimed his wife, “T 
wouldn’t say that.” : 

. “Confound it, she worries meso. JT havn't 
mere than time to catch the train,” hurriedly 
kissing his wife. 

** Kiss me, too, papa.” 

. “ I ought not to, you are so bad,” aise tng 
and kissing her. ‘‘ Good-bye. Will be back 
in three or four days.” ; 

Mr. Wellsby is a commercial traveler, a 
kind and tender-hearted man, but subject 
at times to nervousness. Seated with several 
vivacious acquaintances, speeding over the 
country, a little voice would steal in between 
the roars of merry laughter and say: 

t Kiss. me, too, papa.” 

In the sample-room of the village hotel, 
between the inquiries of purchásers, he could 
hear the voice, and at night when he lay 
down he could see the little hands reaching 
toward him, and could hear, ‘ Kiss me, too, 


papa. » 


“ Wellsby, what's the matter, old fellow ?" f 


asked a companion. 

They were in a conveyance, riding toward 
an interior town. 

. * I don't feel very well to-day.” 

: «Do any business back here ?” 

“Yes, did very well.” 

**T didn’t do anything, but I won't let it 
weigh me down. Got a letter from the house 
this morning. The old boy is kicking about 
expenses. Got a bottle of cocktail here.” 

**T don’t care for any.” 

** Then there must be something the matter 
with you.” 

: On a night train going home. He could 
see the little hands. ‘‘Clack, clack, clack— 
kiss me, too; kiss me, too.” 

*^ What's the news ?" he asked of & friend, 
wlien he had stepped upon the platform and 
called a hackman. 

** Nothing, I believe; everything is quiet.” 

** No scarlet fever or diphtheris raging, is 
there?” 

** No; not that I hav heard." 

The familiar scenes brought rest to his 
mind. -He looked back upon his trip with a 
shudder, like one who awakes and contem- 
plates a nightmare through which he has just 
passed. 

** Good-night," he said, paying the hack- 
man. ‘‘Alight burning. Julia is expecting 
me,” he mused, ascending the steps. 

A ghastly face met him at the door. 
voice in agony whispered : 

“O George! our little girl is dead."— 
Louisville Courier-Journal. 
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Our Puzzle Box. : 
1 —VERBARIUM. 


From the words represented in the upper 


poe spell the names of. all the objects be- 
ow. ae 
2.— CONUNDRUM. 
What letter if added to the end of a word 
Makes the name of a ravenous bird? 


J. H. PAINE. 


. Six girls’ names. 


4.—DOUBLE AOROSTIO. 
1. To injure, 

2. Bustle, 

78. To work, 

4.. Resinous. Substance, 


I am sometimes tempted to wish she 


5, Violent anger, 
6. A bird, . 
7. To report, 
8. To relieve from pain, 
9. To allude. 
The initials and final. letters are two cities 
in Massachusetts. C. Rooker. 


5.—ANAGRAM. 
In Celtic aids I “ logic? trace—_ 
` Just suited to the Irish race. 
J. K.P. B. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN'8 CORNER, 
oor.. 28, 1886. 
1.-Flaming-O. 
Sotver.—E. D. Tucker. 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


85 Cents Each. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


J. E. Remsburg’ s Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 
Price, 10 cents singly; 15 cents per dozen, Asa 
Missionary Document it i p unexcelled. ong 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries ;. the Church and Civilization ; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Lear ning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the: Woman's. Rights 
Movement? the Tem inporance Reform ; A 
Church and the Repub. 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Boripinre : Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution ; Murder; Wars o 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals ; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance ; : Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever ‘written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is Ce Ate 
under the following héads: Origin of thé Sab- 
. batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath hi Tho Christian 
Bari tures and the Sabbath; Hxamination of 
ay Arguments ; Origin of Christian Sab- 
Dath; cestimony, of the Christian Fathers; The 
ab bath dyring the Mi Middle Ages: The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
cholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Bunday 
Laws Price, 95 cents; six copies, $1.09. 


Thomas Paine. 
ofthe Aa and Political Tiberi, Tells the Sd 


8teel portrait of Paine. 
cloth, 75 cents. 


‘| Image Breaker. Six ‘Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts. 
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THE ORDER OF CREATION. 


A Discussion Between 
Gladstone, Huxley, Muller, 
Linton, Reville, 

On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
CONTENTS: 

I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. ByHon. 

W. E. Gladstone. 
II. The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 
preters of Nature. By Prof. T. H. Huxley. 
III. Postscript to Solar Myths. By Prof. Max 
Muller. 
IV. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial. 
y Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 
V. Dawn of Creation. An Answer to Mr. Glad- 
stone. By Albert Reville, D. D. 
VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. By Prof. T. H. 


Huxley. 
Vit. A Protest anda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 
ton. 


. This is a new book and contains the latest discus- 
sion on the mistakes of Moses. The names of the 
participants are a guarantee of its able character. 

Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
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THE RISE OF 


INTELLECTOAL LIBERTY 


From Thales to Copernicus. 


By FREDERIO MAY HOLLAND, Author of ‘“The 
Reign of the Stoics.” 


“ This is a book not only to be read once, but te 
be ke É and referred to, and po ondered over from 
year o year. T is a guide-book of Liberalism 
through the DM. centuries prior to 1600, the era of 
Copernicus and Bruno. Ia oes not take the place 
of other histories like Gibbon, Hallam, or Lecky, 
but it makes them intelligible by pointing out the 
white light that has been cast upon the lurid 
clouds of ignorance, superstition, an and cruelty, 
from the little stream of Freethought that has 
fiowed in its ragged, broken, and obstructed course 
down through the ages which now liv only as our 
realm of Memory and Admonition.” 

PRICE, $3.50. 


- Octavo, 458 pp. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; J. M. Pryse and J. 
M. Burgler, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 

rise, the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and pupal 

o the practical polation of the problam of Integral 
Co-operation: Price, $1 a year: 50 cents for six 
months; 85 cents for three months, 
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BY J. E. REMSBURG. 
Author of “False Claims,” ‘ Bible 
| , Morals,” Ete, : l 


hel best and most thorough work ever written 
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Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
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personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of their doctrins. Price, $2. 


Biography of Satan ; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 35 cents. 


The World's Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 


Containing new and startling revelations in 
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WHAT’S TO BE DONE? 


A NIHILISTIC ROMANCE. 


By N. G. TCHERNYCHEWSEY. With a portrait 
_of the Author. Translated by BENJ. 
UCKER, 


Written in Prison. ppressed by the Czar. The 
Author Over Teenie, ears an Exile in Sibe- 
ria. Russian Edition worth $600 a Copy. 

First American Edition Exhausted 
in Four Days. Second now 

ady, An Elegant 
Volume of 330 
Pages. 
PRESS COMMENTS : 
To call the book the “Uncle Tom's Cabin” of 
Nihilism is scarcely extravagance.—Boston Adver- 


tiser. 
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fully influenced the youth of Russia in their 
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tant apart in the political and social history.of 
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‘As a revelation of folk hfe it is invaluable; we 
hav no other Russian pictures that compare with 
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Boston Saturday Evening Gazette 
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such books as Flauberv’s * Salammbo ” and Tcher- 
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happened to the society for the suppression ‘Of 
indecent literature.—St. Louis Republican, 
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customs of Barbarous aud Civilized Races. 
Numerous illustrations. By William Henry 
Flower, F. 


. Facts and Fictions of Zoology. Numerous 
illustrations. By Andrew Wi ons Ph. D. 
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(o Poetry. 


The Other Side of It. 


I didn’t ask to come here, and I do not want to 
stay, 

I don't find much place for me; ag arule I'm in 
the way. 

What I feel as if I could do, I get no chance to try; 

I see no fun to liv for, and I hav no right to die. 


I'm made to pant and struggle for what I'm not to 


win ; 
I hate myself for meanness, and I’m just cut out 


to sin. . 

I'm set racing down a road for a goal it does not 

"lead to; : 

I’m held liable for lots of things I never hav 
agreed to. 

The life I never wanted I'm expected to giv thanks 
fori 

I'm required to draw prizes that I’m given only 
blanks for ; 

I'm here without my sanction, yet in duty bound 
to stay ; 


^I yearn to build a marble house, and I've got to 
work with clay. 


Well! I didn’t ask to come here, and I don’t care. 


& cent to stay ; 

And—though I face the music—I've just a word to 
Bay ; : 

Life's hard enough to swallow; I don't want the 
bitter pill, . 

But it’s quite too much to take it and be licked for 
being ill ! —Emma V. Sheridan. 

oeo 


The School Question—Its Dangers 
and Remedies. 


An appendix to the Ninth Demand of the 
Secular Union is wanted. Since long ago the 


Catholic clergymen of the United States hav. 


made a clandestin, and lately an open, war 
against our public schools. They pretend 
that children in the West receive no religious 
education, and that in the East they are 
taught Protestantism by prayers, by books 
containing objectionable religious teachings, 
and by the reading of the Protestant Bible in 
the public schools, coutrary to the meaning 
of the. Constitution. This pretension is, un- 
fortunately, correct, and it givs them, appa- 
rently, a good pretext for their warfare. I 
say pretext, because it is nothing else. The 
‘real end sought by them is the division of the 
publie school-moneys, and possibly the aboli- 
tion of these institutions. . 

Since the arrival of that holy man (?) Mon- 
signor Capel, Pope Leo's emissary, costly 
Catholic schools, academies, Jesuits’ and 
priests’ colleges, convents, and other Catholic 
buildings hav sprouted like mushrooms all 
over the country, by orders from Rome. 

Public papers report every day some of the 
audacious outbursts of the Catholic priests 
against our public schools, but these noisy 
shots from the pulpit are not as dangerous as 
the secret stabs: thrust in the dark by the 
Catholic priest while in the confessional. 
There the penitent, be it male or female, but 
particularly the latter, is enjoined to send their 
children to the Catholic school, and to’ sup- 
port the same with money. The public 
school is depicted as one of the gates of hell, 
where perdition and damnation for the chil- 
dren are sure to follow. If the terrorized 
Catholic hesitate to make a formal promis to 
‘obey the priest’s order, he is refused the abso- 
lution of his sins, and, besides, threatened 
with excommunication, or at least to hav the 
doors of the church shut against his face. 

Now, to realize the generally successful 
effect of such threatenings, we must remem- 
ber that a Catholic layman believes abso- 
lutely that his priest has the power to open 
to him the gates of heaven or hell at his 
will. 

This superstitious and absurd belief is the 
source of the immense power which the Cath- 
olic priest exerts on his parishioners. Few, 
very few, would dare resist the priest’s in- 
junctions and run the risk to be spotted as a 
black sheep in the flock, and as a rebel 
against the church of Rome. This power is 
so absolute that if to-day a law was enacted 
in all the states (as it isin some foreign coun- 
tries), compelling parents to send their chil- 
dren to the public schools, under heavy pen- 
alties, and if then the pope would forbid it, 
under threats of excommunication, there is 
probably not one Catholic out of ten thou- 
sand who would disobey the pope; they 
would rather prove criminals and traitors to 
this country by obeying a foreign power. 

This Catholic machinery in the United 
States is certainly ‘the wheel within a 


wheel,” and unfortunately that wheel is fixed. 


at one end of along shaft whose crank and 
‘motiv power is at Rome. 

Evidently, after a few years, we must ex- 
pect that this foreign organization will pro- 
duce dreadful and bitter fruits. Then, as a 
consequence, we will hav another kind of 
Mormon resistance and probably bloodshed. 


. would, advance them considerably. 


by Rome to refuse the payment of taxes for 
the support of public schools which they 
don’t use, and cannot conscientiously usé as 


‘| imposing a hated creed on their children; 


then, of course, the Catholics will obey their 
foreign master and rebel against country tax 
laws. Here is the danger. 
remedy: To avoid this possible calamity by 
depriving the Catholic clergy of any sem- 
blance of good reason or apparent plausible 
pretext for their war on the public schools or 
their incitement to refuse taxes, I submit that 
the Secular Union, at its next Congress, will 
amend or remodel its ninth demand or even 
enact a tenth one if preferable, about as fol- 
lows: “ We demand that prayers and religious 
exercises, of any kind whatever, be positivly 
forbidden in all the public schools; That the 
Bible as a text-book be absolutely pro- 
hibited; Zhat all educational books be cor- 
rected and revised so as not to leave standing one 
single sentence implying religious teachings, 
which shall be left exclusivly to the parents, min- 
istera, or priests, but entirely out of the public 
schools.” H. J. S., 


Secularist and ex-Catholic. 
M 


The Natural Sciences in Our Com- 
mon Schools. l 
Imitated from Huxley by J.-M. Cottinger. 

I hinted several times, e. g., in ‘The 
Youth’s Liberal Guide," that the introduction 
of the natural sciences in our common schools 
I rank 
among them physiology, geology, natural 
philosophy, zoólogy, botany, chemistry, and 
geology. For this time I make free to report 
the opinion of the: celebrated naturalist, 
Thomas H. Huxley, given. in his “ Lay Ser- 
mons,” which also are known in America, 
He thinks that fifteen hundred years ago, the 
child of a wealthy Roman citizen learned the 
same things as the children of our age—to 
read and write his. nativ language (perhaps. 
the Greek, too), the elements of mathematics, 
history, geography (as it was used at that 
time), and religion. Besides, he thinks that 
he would not err to say that if sucha Chris- 
tian-Roman boy could be transposed into one 
of our public schools, in order to participate 
in the course of instruction, he would not 
find a single new idea, especially no other in- 
tuition of the universe.as that which pre- 
dominated in his century. And still there is 
certainly a great difference between the civi- 
lization of the fourth and that of the nine- 
teenth century. And what circumstances 


| occasioned this difference? Huxley answers, 
without hesitating, ** The development of the |. 


natural sciences during the last and present 
century." 

Modern civilization rests upon the natural 
sciences; all ideas of the présent age are 
rooted in them ; they entered into the works 
of our best poets, and even the great book- 
learned writers who feign to despise: them 
owe them their best productions. The great- 
est revolution of mind which mankind ever 
saw is inaugurated insensibly by their influ- 


court of human mind is observation and ex- 
perience, not blind authority; they teach us 
to esteem the value of demonstration; they 
create profound faith in the existence of im- 
mutable moral and physical laws, which to 
obey is the highest goal of & rational being. 
But the old, stereotypical system of educa- 
tion takes not any notice of all this. The 
riddles and difficulties of the natural sciences 
meet the poorest boy at every step, neverthe- 
less, we educate him in such a manner that 
he will enter into the world as ignorant’ of 
their lews and facts as he was when he was 
born. Posterity will cry shame upon us if 
we don’t correct this deplorable condition of 
public schools. . 
True, Professor Huxley speaks of the com- 
mon schools of his country, of England; but 
are not the same defects found in ours as in 
the English ones? I agree that ours excel 
them in one regard, viz., Religion is no 
branch of the common schools of America so 
far, -and therefore the superstition and mutual 
hatred of the different sects is not inoculated 
in the brain of youth in our schools; but are 
the natural sciences also a part of their pro- 
gram?. It may be that some of their branches 
are taught here and there, e.g., physiology of 
human body ; but into which common school 
are they all introduced? Only in Switzer- 
land I found Huxley's ideal of common 
schools partly realized. Already, fifty years 
ago, parts of science taught in every primary 
schoo] were: Zodlogy, botany, mineralogy, 
and natural philosophy. It is my honest 
persuasion that it is absolutely necessary for 
the lasting welfare of our republic to make 
the elements of the natural sciences part of 


The Catholics undoubtedly will be enjoined’ 


Now for the. 


ence. They teach mankind that the highest: 


our elementary education, and I should con- 
sider their introduction into our common 
schools as a new epoch in the history of our 


country. 


BLASPHEMY 
—AND— 


THE BIBLE. 
BY C. B. REYNOLDS. 

Showing that the Bible and the believers in it 
are the real blasphemers, and not the Secu- 
larists. i . 

_ This is the pamphlet for the distribution of 
which Mr. Reynolds is now indicted, and to be 
TRIED FOR BLASPHEMY 

next January. ~ 


PRICE, 10 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


A. G. PAINE, 
Formerly of 9th street, near First avenue, has 
opened a . . 


CIGAR STORE, 


at 634 Ninth avenue, between 44th and 45th streets, 
where will be found & fresh stock of cigars, 
bacco, pipes, etc., of the best qualities, as chea 
as can be afforded. He self you what he tells 
ou and tell you what he sells you. Cigars by the 
fox at factory prices. A.G. PAIN » Proprietor. 


Mottoes for Freethinkers. | 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards, which we offer for sale, These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the ** God-bless-our- 
home” placards which disfigure the walls of so 
many houses. They are printed on heavy card- 
board, 9 inches by 221-2. The motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gram of U. M. L. The following are the various 


n PPS 


H THE LIVING HAV A BIGHT TO CONTROL : 
HRS THE WOBLD. H 
eoocesscssseeseesQeeaés e m H 
: FREE THOUGHT WILL GIY US TRUTH. : 


: SUPERSTITION IS THE CHILD OF SLAVERY. : 


UNIVERSAL. MENTAL LIBERTY. 


THE TIME TO BE HAPPY IS NOW, : 
AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY IS BERE. ; 


errr tr eee ee eee ee eee eee eee eee ree eee Serer rrr rT Ty 


Peerrer ere ree erro ee eee er ere See eee eee eee reer rere sy 


NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE 
TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. 


H ^ THE WORLD I8 MY COUNTRY; 

: TO DO.GOOD MY BELIGION. 

The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents. 

For Freethought societies there is & large card 
22 x 15 inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading; containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies, Price, 30 
cents. Any of these will be sent postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. 

‘Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Pl., New York City. 


The Mirror of Freethought 


BY ARTHUR B. MOSS, : 
FREETHOUGHT AND RADICAL ADVOCATE 
(of England). 


SECOND EDITION, 


Charles Watta’s Literary Guide says: “ We are 
glad to record the appearance of a second edition 
of this admirable book. The various rapers—ten 
in all—are some of the author’s best work.” 

The Middleboro News says: "These essays are 

rimming with careful thought and judicious re- 
search, 

The Yorkshire Chronicle says : “These essays are 
no% unworthy the attention of, the scientific 
student though written for the uninitiated.” 

- , PRICE, 50 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


WORKS OF O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 


Christianity a Reward for Crime. 
Authenticated by the Bible. 


Paper; 12mo, 29 pages, - = ~ 106, 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
-And Its Errors Exposed. 
Paper, 12mo, 47 pages, C = A 


Origin of the Christian Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 95 pages, 25c. 


A Masonic Vindication of Right. 
A Protest Against Persecution. 
Paper, 12mo, 86 pages = - 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKE 
83 Clinton PL, New York. 


l5c. 


15c. 


" FREETHOUGHT WORKS. 
For Sale at Taz Trova Sener Office, - . 
A Few Days in Athens. By Franom 
Wricut. Embellished with the portrait 


of Epicurus, the Greek philosopher, and 
the author. Price, 75 cents. | 


A Legacy to the Friends of Free 


Discussion. By BENJAMIN OFFEN, 
formerly Lécturer of the Society - of. 
-Moral Philanthropists, at Tammany Hall, 
New York. Price, $1. : 


A Modern Symposium. Subjects : 
. The Soul and a Future Life. By Freder- 


ick Harrison, R. H. Hutton, Prof. Huxley, 
Lord Blackford, Hon. Roden Noel, Lord 
‘Selborne, Canon Barry, Rev. Baldwin 
Brown, Dr. W. G. Ward. The Influence 
upon Morality of a Decline in Religious 
‘Belief. By Sir James Stephen, Lord Sel- 
borne, Frederick Harrison, The Dean of 
St. Paul's, The Duke of Argyle, Prof. 
Clifford, Dr. W. G. Ward, Prof. Huxley, 
R. H. Hutton.  Utterances never sur- 
passed by writers and all important sub- 
jects. Noted for their terse originality. 
Price, $1.25. < 

An Eye-Opener. “ Citateur. Par Pig- 
ault.” Le Brun, Doubts of Infidels. By 

Zera. Cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents. 


Antiquity and Duration of the 
orld? By Q. Tounman. 20 cents. . 


Apocryphal New Testament. Being 
all the gospels, epistles, and other pieces 
now extant attributed in the first four 
centuries io Jesus Christ, his apostles, 
and their companions, and not included 
in the New Testament by its compilers.. . 
Price, $1.25. E. 


Apples of Gold. A story book for: 


oys and girls. By Miss Susan. H. Wrxon. 


Price, $1.25. : 
Short History of the Bible. Be- 

ing a Popular Account of the Formation 

and Development of the Canon, By 

Bronson C. Krzrzs. This is a splendid . 
work, showing how the Bible was manu- 

factured by the church and ecclesiastics, 

Limp cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents. 


Astronomy and Worship of the. - 
Ancients. By Girzerr Vare. 20 cte. 


Astro-Theological Lectures. ^ Rev. 
. Ror. Tayton. Price, cloth, $2. 


Autobiography of Robert Cooper. 


Price, 15 cents. 


A 


Bhagavad-Gita; or, A Discourse” on 
Divine Matters between Krishna and _ 
Arjuna. By J. COCKBURN THOMPSON, 
Price, $1.75. — ' ae 


Bible in India. Hindoo Origin of 

Aebrew and Christian Revelation. Trans- 
lated from “Le Bible dans Inde." By 
Louis JaconnroT. Price, $2. . A 


Bible in the Balance. A text-book 
for dnvestigators, By Rev. J. G. Fisu. 


Price, $1.50. ; 
Bible Inguirer; or, Key to Bible In-- 


vestigation.. Containing one hundred 
and forty-eight propositions; with refer- 
ences to the most plain and striking self- 
;. contradictions of the so-called Inspired. 
Scriptures. Also one hundred and fifty- 
two references to the most marvelous oc- 
currences. Each quotation has a short 
description of its contents. By A. Jacop- 
son. Price, 15 cents. : 


Bible Myths, and their Parallels in 


Other Religions: Being a com- 
parison of the Old and New 'Testament 
Myths and Miracles with those of Heath- 
en Nations of Antiquity, considering alsó ` 
their Origin and Meaning. With numer- 
ous illustrations. 1 vol. Royal 8vo. 
567 pages. Cloth, $4.00. 

The object of this work is to point out the myths . 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound; to 
Show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then to trace them to their evident 
origin and explain their meaning. It contains quotations 
from nearly all the sacred books of heathen nations, 
and from other rare and valuable works which are 
not accessible to people in general. The chapters 
are 80 arranged that it is a perfect cyclopedia of ret- 
erence. Years of research would be necessary to 
discover all theinformation itcontains, Itisamost . 
searching investigation into the origin of Ohristian- 
ity. Every fact is verifled by copious notes and 
authorities, s0 that it may be trusted as a thor. 
oughly reliable work. Jt contains information which 
will be starting to many. x 


Bible of Humanity. By Jures Mica- 
'ELET. Translated from the French by V. 
Carra. 8vo. cloth, $3. This is a large 
epic in prose. The artist historian sings 
tne evolution of mankind. He throws 
brilliant glimpses of light on the long 
course of events and works which he un- 
folds. : 


Bible of Rational Mind and Relig- 
ion. Rational Religion aud Morals. 
By Tuomas J. Vavien, M.D., of St, Louis, 
Mo Price, $3. ss 


Bible of To-Day. By Joan W: Cuan- 
wick. This is a condensed result of the 
sejentifio criticisms of the separate books 
ofthe Bible. Price, $1.50. 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 
Fxpecition of the Devil and his Fiery Do 
mains. By Kmnsry Graves. 35 cents. 


at 


Ingersoll's Works. 


The Gods. Pap 


er, 50 cts; cloth, $1.: 
In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods," 
” Thomas Paine,” “ Individual- 
eretics and Heresies.”  . 
The Jhosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
ntents: e Ghosts,” * Lib f 
Woman, and Child,” ** The Declaration of dai 
dependence,” “About Farming in Illi ois,”} 
gat SE Dum ie er epi 
se8 Me 
Dream,” and “A Tribute to Ebon 0. Ingersoll." 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 


cloth, $1.25. 


Interviews on ' Octa; 
dent s on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 


. What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa 


per, 25 cents. ` P : 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 
: Ingersoll Judge Jeremiah S. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. . 
Orthodoxy.. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
{cents $1.00 per doz. post paid, Printed in 
n 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures 


his makes a grand missionary document, 
Liberals should scatter it generously; 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers tc 
.  & Number ital i i j 
" us editor of the ‘Sap Praneisoan. pounded. bi 
r dozen; ; i : 

, Millions of these should be acea bd" dapi = 
Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
' the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob. 
G. Ingersoll Price, 10 cents. . a 


e 5 
Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 
Large size octavo, paper, 15 cents," ^ ^ - 


Ingersoll's Lectures Complete. 
ound in one volume, To meet. the. demani 
for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has hat 

all his lectures, except the latest on: “Ortho 
doxy,” bound ín one beautiful volume, in hal 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,30 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly. lov, 
price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. ^ ° ~ i 
Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s ‘Tribute tc 

is Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the *Grani 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address -ovel 

ttle, Harry Miller's Grave," that they hax 

been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu. 
minated border, and in large, clear t e, suita 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwardec 
to any address, for 50cts, or either one for 15cts. 


Prose Poems and Selections. Thi: 


new book is a gem. It is a model in every re 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest 
best ever issued. _it contains, besides the cel 
ebrated “ Decoration Day Oration,” never be 
fore published, and all the famous “tributes ’ 
‘heretofore printed in various shapes, but neve: 
brought together till now, many other gems 
‘selected from the speeches, arguments, lect 
ures, letters, table-taiks, and y today con: 
versations of the author, The work is designec 
for and will be accepted by admirin g frien 
a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve 
urpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograpt 
ac simile, has been prepared especially for it 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt bacl 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
-- gant ir style. Tx n Turke) = 
- TOCCO: . exquisitly fine, $7.50; re 
' calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, aud 


Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 

. life, price, $1.50 each, Every admirer of these 

apostles o. ligious Liberty should hav them. 

Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 

Superb photographs, 22x28, $5; panel, 103(x17, 

$3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents; card, 20 cts. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


at 


PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY] 


BY LEWIS G. JANES. 


This book treats of the natural evolution of the 
Ohristian religion, its historical antecedents in 
Palestinian Judaism and Roman Paganism i in- 
vestigates the history of the founder of Christian- 
ity in the light of the latest scientific criticism of 
the New Testament; shows that the true story of 
the Man Jesus, and his genuin teachings are 
separable from the later legendary accretions 
which hav confounded with the mythical 
Christ, and traces the natural development of 
Christian dogma and ecclesiastical institutions, 
Complete references and full index.  820pp. 8vo, 
cloth, gilt top. Price $1.50. 

` Bold at THE TRUTH SEEKER Office. 


A SKETCH OF THE LIFE 


APOLONIUS OF TYANA, 


d OR THE 
First Ten Decades of Our Era.. 


BY 
DANIEL M. TREDWELL. 

Designed to show upon the authority of Histo: 
that Apollonius of Tyana performed miracles an: 
Spoke wise sayings equal to those attributed to 

esus Ohrist. 350pp.,octavo, best style. Price $2.50. 


Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER office, 
MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


OR, 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 


By Gro. M. Davenport. This is a little book— 
& pamphlet of 82 well-filled pages, costing only 
* a quarter,” but as full of meat as an egg. Itis 
well called ‘ practical,” for we find nothing un- 
practical init. Hens; ducks, Fs and turkeys 
are particularly discussed and their economic: 
breeding and keeping treated of. There are many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 
scale, and, all in all, it is a very useful addition to 
the poultry literature of the day. 


_ TRUTH SEEKER Office, . 
38 Olinton Place, New York. 


Protection or Free Trade 


An Examination of the Tariff Question with 
Especial Regard to the Interests of Labor. 
. BY HENRY GEORCE 
In this book the author designs to show that 
beneficial results would follow the abolition 
` of all tariffs on importations. 
Octavo, 860pp.; price, $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. BY 

BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL Hu dA MEC 
SUBJECTS : Price, .- .- -- + d0cents, 

MON BENSE. By Dr. É. B. Foote, In one hand- Address THE een QU. 


pages, fully 


some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 e 
nglish or German 


illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in 


ot] SACRED MYSTERIES 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. 


AMONG THE 
SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, ine Troublesome Monkey. Mayas and the Quiches 11,500 
By Dr, E. B. Foote. Five volumes, at $1 each, or $5 Wears Ago. 


per set; or five volumes in one for $2. 

SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY. FOR THE YOUNG. 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth 
volume of “Science in Story.") 50 cents. 

HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes, A valuable.reference pamphlet of 128 pages. 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. 

SANITARY-SOIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam- 


ORIGIN OF THE BIBLICAL MYTH 
By AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON. 
Illustrated. Price, $2.50. 

For Sale at this office. 


CAPTAINS- OF INDUSTRY: 


phlets). By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “ Bacteria 

in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 

theory, advocating personal and public hygiene | Men or Bustness Wao Dm Sometama BESIDES 
and opposing vaccination; “Health in the Sun- Marine Money. 


considering the blue-glags cure—of value 
and well. By mail, 10 cents each. 
“The Law 


A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS, 


beam,” 
BY JAMES PARTON 


to sic 
‘HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). 


of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 386 pages, cloth 

bound, $2; “Heredity” by, Loring cody, ree rr e T 
Bge8, Clo cents; e Law o: ere: y is book con 8 ages rinte 

E H. Marsh, 10 cents; * The Alphabet of the treating of forty-six charae po plainly Jio hav. 


. HumanTemperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. | helped the world; together with eight portraits. 


E. B. Foote, 10 cents; * Generation before Regen- . , ki d mm f 
aration” by Dr. È. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; FRe Mr, Baron Wor # need. no commendation. They 
ports of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during Price, - - - - - $1.25. 
CUM 10 cents; “ Third Annual Convention of the Ad rona THE TRUTH SEEKER. E 
Ins SEEÉ 83 Olinton Place, New York, 


tute of Heredity,May 29, 1 
3 Mae TRU 


Addres TH SEEKER. 


719 
| PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 | 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:80 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free.discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—JTruth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rates. 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write, 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Earl 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By Wm. HENRY 
Burg. Price, 25 cents, For sale at this office. : 


- SPECIAL SALE! 


Desiring to unload an accumulation of debts, I 
will offer until further notice all my elegant stock 
| of fine goods at 


. WHOLESALE COST. 


An elegant pair of diamond ear-drops $200, worth 
$300; another pair, $125, worth ; another pair, 
-$65, worth $100; an elegant brooch, arabesque 

style, 17 diamonds, $140, worth $225; another, line 
of beauty, 11 diamonds, $220; worth.$325 ; another, 
8 stones, 3125, worth $200: same, $80, worth $1.25 
Rings and studs same reductions, Smaller dia~ 
mond goods 25 per cent below lowest market price. 
A superb, extra heavy, embossed case watch set 
with large diamond, $135, worth $200; lady’s watch 
to match, $90. worth $125; $100 watches, -$70;: $80 
watches, $60; $65 watches, $50; solid gold chains, 
necklaces, bracelets, and jewelry, 25 per cent dis- 
count. Sent O. O. D., subject to inspection, or 
cash refunded if not satisfactory. 
BUY NOW AND B. 


VE MONEY. 
WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ill. 


DR. R. P. FELLOWS 


$———0-—— —0——— 0. . 


Mpman ~ nn n a a: 


EON --] 


is are arly educat- 
ed and legally quali- 
fied physician, and 
the most successful. 
as his practice will 
rove. He has for 
wenty years treated 
exclusivly all diseases 
of the Sexual @rgans, 
in the cures of whic 
hestands preeminent 
SPERMATORRH(EA 
and IMPOTENOY 
as the result of self. 
abuse in youth and 
sexual excesses in ma-. 
turer years, causing 
night emissions by 
dreams, loss of sexu 
power, renderin 
marriage {mproper and pnhapp y otos are oure 

rmanen an gutside application in y 
Bes "NO STOMACH MEDICIN USED. Ttis ono 
of Dr. Fellows’ valuable discoveries, which is en- 
tirely unknown to the medicalprofession. It is 
Rot a catch-penny get up, such aa a pad, belt, pas- 
tille, nor magnetic appliance, but simply a medi- 
cin to be applied externally on the parts affected, 
which cures by absorption. Send five 2-cent stamps 
for his ** Private Counselor,” giving full informa- 
tion. Address Dr. R. P. Fellows, ineland, N. J. 
and say where you saw this advertisment, 

N. B.—Dr. Fellows begs leave to say that he ig 
an Infidel of the most pronounced character. Bro, 
Liberals, your patronage 18 solicited. 


ET MODEL 


or ONE OF 


The Heathens of the Heath, E finely 
: i 3] m. nne, 
Mie of Exeter Hall, Familiy Oreeds, Day of 
Rest, ete. 500 pages, Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.95. - 


Family Creeds. By William McDon- 
nell, author of “Exeter Hall.” Price, cloth. 
$1.25; paper, 75 cents, 


Exeter Hall. “One of the most excit- 
ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 


cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 

d. 404pages. $1.25 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story. From the London edition, By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 
80 cents. 

By 


All in a Lifetime. A Romance. 
Miss Susan H. Wixon. ‘The great charm of 
this novel is its absolute fidelity tonature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
monlife,and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 

ct to fna. in such a marked degree, even 

From sọ gifted a pen as, that of, Miss Wixon, 
"whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar 

most readers in the Freethoughtranks.” Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT 0, ADAMS. 


Cloth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office. 
BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


HOUSES ” No. 8. 
(Just Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: | 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. : ' 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
for putting them together. 

e the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 

y. ltis,in fact, most practical lesson in Arch- 
scaled model of one of our 
80 exact that itis useful to 


itecture; & perfect, 
most popular designs, 
builder& i : 
55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000). 
2 New Designs for Barns. 
1 New Design for a Chapel. " 
Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 
(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 
' An Article on Villa Park Associations. 
SENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE, $1. 
Address 


THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN ASSON. 
191°Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


The Story Hour. For Children and | ——————__—_—______. 
ips sugar Taen Pieter) SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


m i vend asira tions: jarge pe, heavy A double-page picture contrasting science and 
covers ; 4to, 224 pp., bds., $1.25. theology, showing how the one has labored for 
Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of | human advancement, and how the other hae 


always opposed it. 
i e8, 80 cents; one dozen, 50 cents; 


Price, six copi ( 
twenty-five copios for $1; one hundred copies for 
a 


5. e wish that the friends of Freethought would 
istribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


THE MODERN BALAAM. ` 


Showing the Balaam of modern times to. be the 
priests. Itisa splendid pictorialargument. Price 
per dozen; 80 cents; per hundred, $1.60. - 


CHRISTIANITY 


A REWARD FOR CRIME. 
Substantiated by the Bible. 


BY 
; O. B. WHITFORD, M. D. 
Price 16 Cents, | Per Dozen, $1.09, 


H SEEKE . 
Address THE ana Place. cos York. 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Boone Price 10 cents. For alo at this office, 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 
e Young Folks, By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 


lent work for young Masters and misses, has 

passed through a very large edition, and a 
second been issued ata reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
Photograph of the author which adds very 
much e value of the volume. 

The Youth’s Liberal Guide. By 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M. Price; $1.00. This 
volume aims at the education of youth in the 

rinciples of Freethought, at the same time 
hat it inculcates moral duties aud human 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason and 
common sense. ddress THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. 

Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 
vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions 

with numerous references and citations, tha 


* 


tradicted in terms b; same numbe delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
Hy oiher propositions ‘im tho same boo! E Price think inkera: Convention, January 29, 1884. Price‘ 
95 cen! . 


FI T 


E af the Beek. ! 


Warr Witt, the posi, is pide t 
failing i inhealth. He is 67": "years old. 1 
PRESIDENT CLEVELAND has appointed: Bs l 
day, Nov. 25th, as Thanksgiving day. =<% ae 

Aorrviry in business circles. is vendi 


from Charleston, 8. C., the Scene of the eafth- 
quake disaster. ` 


: 
i 
bout ||. 


be |: 


Tae pork-packing boisés of Chicago 3e: | 


turned to the ten-hour. schedule on Monda 
Wages were slightly increased. 


: Tux international double-scull sweepstakes: E 
race on the Thames, London, was won. by |. 


Teemer and Hamm, Americans. 


Hursert Spenorr is in a low state of | 


health. For some weéks he has been un ble | 

to go about except-in a wheel chair.. 

“Mr. Brains, of Maine, addressed: an. audi- 

ence of 8,000 in Newark, N. J., on. Sat ay 
h 


night. His subject, it may be added, was 
tariff. - ae | 


1 
| 
i 


Tue Spiritualists’ Home near ‘Westfield, i 
N. J., where annual summer meetings ofthe «i 
Spiritualists are held, was destroyed: bË ré. 


last Sunday. i 
Many of the ministers of New: York ety; 
preached political sermons last Sunday., The. 
majority of them deprecated the moreen, 
of the working classes. if 
Tux store at No. 21 Clinton Place was burnt: 
out Sunday night. The fire came a trifle too: 
late to hit the TRUTH SEEKER office, which" va-! 
cated those premises in 1888. ae 
At Shelbyville, Ill., a woman, peers to: i 
hav been hired by liquor men; attempted on 
the 80th ult. to murder the wife of-Rev. Ji L 
Douttritt, conductor of a Prohibition journal, 
ATTORNEY SALOMON, counsel for the Chicago | . 
Anarchists, appeared before Judge Gary | last | 
week Friday, and asked to be heard on: ‘the i 
motion for a new trial. The court perémp- | i 
torily refused to listen to any argument." : E: 
"Tug Rev. Mr. Staunton, of Brooklyn, who 
was recently found guilty of ministerial con- 
duct toward an unmarried woman, has | 
grasped the situation and resigned his pastor- , 
ate.. Mrs. Staunton is suing for a divorce. | 


Taz New York mayoralty contest last | 
Tuesday resulted in the election of Hewitt. 
(Dem.); with 90,000 votes. George had 68, 009. 
votes, and Roosevelt Rep.) 60,000. . There = . 
sult cost the winners a large sum ‘of m¢ 


A TRAIN on the Chicago, Milwaukee “and 
St. Paul road was ditched at. East Rio; Wis., 
on Thursday, the 28th ult. One car wa& set 
on fire by the stove and thirteen persons were 
burnt or suffocated. The accident was s caused 
by an open switch. si . 

T. V. PoWDERLY, general. master: workman 
of the Knights of Labor, had a conference 
with Cardinal Gibbons at Baltimore; om the 
29th ult., in regard tothe attitude of the 
church toward Mr. Powderly's organization. 


- The two leaders exchanged assurances of dis- 


tinguished consideration, and Mr. Powderly 
departed with the information that the 
Knights would not be interfered with. 


Tux statue of Liberty Was unveiled and 
dedicated in New York on Thursday, the 28th 
ult., with considerable display. . Bartholdi, 
the designer of the statue, was present. 
There was a great parade in the streets that 
day, but it did not equal in sizethe procession 
of Henry George's: supporters who marched 
through Union Square on Saturday night. 
Very appropriately, the statue of Liberty 


' Stands with its back toward the shores of 


New Jersey. 

FarBER SHERMAN, the e Brooklyn Catholic 
priest who recently married Tillie McCoy, is 
a sad rascal. Miss Julia Mulvaney has: had 
him arrested for betraying her before he 
knew Tillie, and while he.was in court an- 
swering to that charge, Mrs. Dora Davis con- 
fronted him with a board bill for himself and 
a woman who was neither Miss McCoy nor 
Miss Mulvaney. The story was started that 
Father Sherman had renounced Catholicism 
and become a Protestant, but this slander he 
indignantly denies. 

Tur magnificent stone building of the Case 
School of Applied Science, which was com- 
pleted about a year ago in Cleveland, O.; at a 
cost of $200,000, was burnt Oct. 26th. The 
building contained all the latest appliances for 
the demonstration of science. "The chemical 
apparatus and the geological collection were 
among the finest in the country. The chem- 
cal appliances were valued at $20,000. The 
total loss was $250,000, and the insurance 
was $15,000. The school was built with 
money left by the late Leonard Case, the 
Cleveland millionaire. 


ILTTIM 


‘Ir marriage is a joktery love-letters ought not to 


be allowed in the mails. - 


TEACHER: “Hans, name three beasts of: “prey.” 
Hans: “ Two lions and'atiger." = 


“‘Brssre, temper is an awful thing., You Saito 
get Fid. of it.” :“ Why, mamma, only. yesterday, 
you told me to keep it” ` ; 


Ir was pretty nearly half past 11 o'clock when he 
began to sing, * How. Can I Leave Thee ?? to his 
best girl. Pretty soon her papa came down-stairs 
and he found out how easy it was. 


Orp Mrs. Bently: “I see, John, that this new 
faith cure has been the means of savin’ a great 
many people." Old Mr. Bently : ** So. I’ve heerd.” 
Old Mrs. Bently : ** Well, the fust time you pass a 
drug-store, John, I wish you’d stop and: geta bot- 
tle of it.” 


HUSBAND reading morning paper, in response to 
his wife’s question whether there is any news: 
“ Well, here are two columns given up to the 
American board." Wife: What’s it all about ?” 
Husbajid (lenguidly): “I domt know, but if I 


should read it all throigh, Tni sure I'd be aD f 


American bored. 5: 


WASN'T Herod an old man n before he learned to 
dance?” a little girlasked of her mother. ** Why, 
my child, what on earth put that in your head?” 

* Nothing mhuch; only I was reading ‘in my Sun- 


.day-school lesson that the daughter of Herodius 
'danced before Herod. " The little girl had to 


dance off to bed. 

“ Can’? you tell me; sir, where I might find a situ- 
ation ?" asked a young man of a Chicago citizen. 
“Iam a stranger here.” “ What at?” was the re- 
ply. “Oh, anything ab all. I am industrious, I 
am honest, I go to church regularly ; I don’t drink, 
I don’t chew, I don’t lie.” ;“* Ah, I see. Just apply 
around the corner at the dime museum.” 


AxTER the Ninth District convention had ad- 
journed, a crowd of colored delegates, enthusiastic 
admirers of Chauncey I. Filley, were discussing 
the day’s work at the bar. “ Dat Mistah Filley 
am a pow’ful smart man,” said one. * Dat’s what 
Tse sayin’, too.” “Dere hain’t no pusson in dis 
town smarter’n him.” The other delegate hesi- 
tated a moment. ‘-Spec’ not; but he hain't as 
smart as God." ‘ Dat’s so, too; but jis’ you wait 
till he gits as ole as God.” The portrait of old Os- 
sowattamie Brown on the wall smiled and shook 
its head. 


ONE of the clergy of a large Scotch town, having 
been ruralizing, was returning home from,a day's 
piscatorial enjoyment, his rod across his shoulder, 
when he met & youth with whom he was slightly 


-acquainted, who happened to be carrying a bridle 


in his hand. The divine, thinking to be witty, 
even at the risk of being personal; pointed signifi- 
cantly to the bridle, and; with a shake-of his head 


ems of honght. 


: -DuwopziáTE sclfishmess is man’s great nu 


: my: mind; nothing justifies me ‘for having 
adopted the.trade of literature except the remem- 
-brance:that. I had no other but these two—that of 
& school-master and that of a priest: in the ome 
case with. the fair prospect of speedy maceration 
3 and starvation ; in the other of "perjury, which is 
| infinitly. worse.—Carlyle’s Letters. 


| Minow had been intended for the church and 
had ‘been ‘sent to college with that view. By the 
3 time he left Cambridge at twenty-four, it had be- 
ome clear, both to himself and his family that he 
could never submit his understanding to the tram- 


1641551 expressed by himself’ in his own forcible 
style : “t The church; to whose service, by the in- 
tention of my parents and friends, Y was destined 
of á child, and in mine own resolutions, till com- 
ing io Some maturity of years, and perceiving 
‘what tyranny had invaded the church, that he. 
who would take orders must subscribe slave and 
tj take an oath withal.. . . Ithoughtit better to 
‘1 prefer a,blameless silence before this sacred office 
4 of speaking, bought and begun with servitude and 
3 forswearing. »—Mark Pattison's Milton. 


T i after birth ihe baby dies before it thinks, 

though after it has breathed, where in this case is 
*1 the trace of the soul?. If it should be conceded 
E! that my soul only began with my body, why is it 


body? If, 3 ás is pretended, my “ soul” is not iden- 
tifiable: with my body, how is it. that all intellect- 
ual man estations are affected | by my bodily con- 
tions, growth, health, decay? If the soul is im- 
ES mortal and immaterial, how is it that temporary 
“| pressure on ‘the brain may paralyze and prevent 
‘all mental manifestation, and that fracture by a 
2 poker or. by a bullet may annihilate the possibility 
of- ADY, further mental activity 1—Br adiaugivs Has 


3 mels of church formularies. His later mind, about’ 


a to. be maintained that it will not cease with my | 


US 


‘daunted, a 
clerical shoulder, instantaneously rejoined, ‘ * And 
*/rod.for the fool's back.” « ; ; 


i do for geologists and astrohomers 
‘retain seme rags of orthodoxy; how- 


WAS not intended aga revelation of phys- 
^; but only of moral and religious truth." 
ot meet the difficulty; for the Bible 


i ri 
idoes not merely. use the common language.and to 


assure. thé:dommon errors; on these points—it givs 


a distinct’ &écouüt of the creation, in the same ' 


style, in-thé; same narrativ,in the.same book, in 


: which it-narrates the fall of man, the deluge, the 


i i| revelation to Abraham, the history of Jacob and 


i| Joseph. ` The writer evidently had no conception 
i| that when he related the creation of the earth, the 


ii| Be85 and the sun, he was inventing or perpetuating 
[+a monstrous error; and that when he related the 


aj de Ma d LEE : 
ihe. as8;". xto; Which: ‘the: young: ‘man. . nothin, 
"pointing to the. ‘fishing-rod over th 


A fBoorox minister on a visiting tour through 
his parish had occasion to pass close to a farm the 
tenant,of which had gone over to the Free church. 
To show no spite, the minister decided to enter, 
which he did; and found.both the farmer and his 
wife at tea. Farmer: * There's a guid day, min- 
ister; ye’re jist in time to tak’ a cup wi’ us. Fill 
cot a cup, Janet.” Janet complies; during which 
the minister remarked, **Your teapot runs very 
slowly, Mrs. Brown." Janet: “It dis that; min- 
ister, It’s gey like yersel’ when ye’re preachin'— 
sort o’ slow in the delivery."^ 


HE PUT THEM IN THE BOX, 


* Looking for Jake, I suppose,” said Sergeant 
Bendall as Mr. Dunder entered the station yester- 
day with a very long face. 

** Yhell; I like to see Shake. E! doan’ know vhat I 
shall do mit dot boy.” . 

“ What is it this time?” 

Mr. Dunder laid five: alleged half-dollar pieces 
on the desk in a row and replied, 

** Maybe you see dose??.* 

* T do.” 

** Maybe it vhas goot. money Ld 

*' Every one of ’em is bogus." . 

* Dot ish so.. Some fellers pass'em on me for 
beersometimes vhen lyhas in a hurry. I puts ‘em 
all in a box behindt der bar.” 

** Well 2” 

** Vhell, last Sunday Shake takes a notion to go 
mit Sunday-school. Dot vhasall right. It vhas 
der vhay.to make goot boys. Dis morning der su- 
perintendent comes down to me mid dis bogus 
money and says; . 

‘¢¢ Mr. Dunder, you haf some boy named Shake t? 

bes Yes. ? 

“6 He vhas mit our Bundáy-echool yesterday. 
He vhas a werry nice boy.’ 

"$6 © So he vhas.’ 

| &* We take upa lidle collection to buy some new 
books und your son Shake- puts all dis money in 
der box. What shall you do aboudt it 2’ 

** Vhell, sergeant, you see how it vhas. Dot vhas 
some more tricks by Shake, und. I haf. to shell out 
two dollar and a half goot money to make up." 

* And where is Jake?” ` 

** He shlips oudt vhen dot man comes in, und I 
doan’ find him any more. Maybe you see him 
pretty soon? If so, yust tell him dot vhas sooch a 
good shoke dot I laugh all oafer, und dot he can 
gome home, I vhill be laughing Ha! ha! ha! 
vhen he comes in; I shall keep laughing till he goes 
down cellar mit me to see if dot gas meter vhas 
leaking, und den—~” 

[11 I Bee. » 

* [f you hear somebody yell out dat he vhas kilt 
und won't nefer do 80 any more you go right along 
und mind your business. It vhas Shake und me, 
und I vhas taking dot bogus money out of his 


hide !” 


i| fall he was revealing a mighty and mysterious 


truth ; and when he narrated the promis of Abra- 


| ham, he was-reqording a wondrous prophecy. The 
‘| ‘Bible ‘professes to giv information on all thése . 
^points alike: and we hav precisely thé same script- 


-ural grounds for believing that God first made the 
earth, and then the sun for the especial benefit of 
the earth; that the globe was submerged by rain 
-which lasted forty days, and that everything was 
destroyed except the animals which Noah packed 
into the ark, as we hav for believing that Adam 
and Eve were driven out of paradise for a trans- 
gression ; that God promised Abrabam to redeem 
the world through his progeny; and that Jacob and 
Moses were the subjects of the divine communica- 
tions recorded as being made to them, All the 
statements are made in the same affirmativ style 
and on the same authority. The Bible equally pro- 
fesses to teach us fact on all these matters. There 
is,no escape by any quibble from the grasp of this 
conclusion.—W. R. Greg. 


CHARLES V., when he abdicated a idus and 
retired to the monastery of 8t. Juste, amused him- 


self with the mechanical arts and particularly with . 


that of a watchmaker. He one day exclaimed, 
* What an egregious fool must I hav been to hav 
squandered so much blood and treasure, in an ab- 
surd attempt to make men think alike, when I can 
not even make a few watches keep time together !” 
—Colton’s Lacon. [NoTE.—lIt does the retired em- 
peror credit. that he saw the folly of his career of 
persecution before he went to supper; 

Not where he was to eat; 

But where he was to be eaten. 
But, curiously enough; his eyes seem to hav been 
holden from seeing its wickedness. If in early life 
he had seen the iniquity of the career that lay be- 
fore him, he might hav left off persecuting for re- 


ligious opinion. Therefore he began it—if the 


reader will pardon my using the words of another 
celebrated monarch. By hereditary transmission 
hesent on the cruel spirit of persecution to his 
son—Philip II., of most accursed memory—and 
gave all the monarchs of Europe “ an ill example.” 
They were not slow to follow it, and, indeed, we 
begin to fear that, in our own republic, we are 
nourishing a nest of vipers—especially, but not 


exclusivly, of the Catholic variety—in whom the : 


spirit of persecution, though “ scotched,” is not by 
any means killed. There is a loose idea, abroad 
that the age of persecution, like the age of '* chiv- 
alry,” is passed, but if the churches are not closely 
watched, we may find ourselvs at no distant day 
involved in a new St. Bartholomew massacre. In 
the duplicity of the priests and the ignorance of 
the people, I see * rocks ahead,” and unless we can 
raise up and keep up a better class of statesmen 


| than any we now hav; I cannot but fear that evil 


days are in store for us. If Liberals of all creeds 
would but unite and assume their proper position, 
all might yet be well. Will they? That’s the ques- 
tion ?—Hylax (C. W. C.)l. 


Tug outcome of faith in dogma is not only big- 
otry, but also hypocrisy, Many and many a Chris 
tian will say, “I do not believe in hell or in a 


| devil, or in total depravity ;” yet, by accepting the 


creed, they profess to believe all these things. Is 
not this hypocrisy—to think one thixg and to pro- 
fess another? 
Who dares think one thing and another tell, 
My heart detests him as the gates of hell! 
—W. S. Bait, 


|.and torn, to argue, ab most do, “ that . 


SAN 


=e 


_by a riot wherever two 


',Wife—'! I do wish you 


' to prevent hasty marri- 
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goes and Clippings. 


A TIRED little girl of four, hurrying through 
her bed-time prayers, was chided by her 
mother, who said, ‘I am afraid God will not 


Tue Nashville Christian Advocate remarks, 
i“ With one-half of the American people over- agreed upon an Education bill which enacts mains of a millionaire will always bring tears 


Tue French Chamber of Deputies hav 


| . PREACHING a funeral sermon over the re- 


working and one-half of the other half over- that education in public schools of every class to the eyes of the minister.——Another new 


playing, disease overtakes the one class and is to be exclusivly entrusted to lay persons. evangelist has arisen in the South. 


Satan the other.” Fortunately, we still hav 
the woods as a refuge. 


_No religious orders need send their members 
1 to apply for positions as teachers. 


The 

South will do well. to raise more cotton and 
į fewer evangelists.——Pope Leo has given ten 
d thousand francs to the 


be very well pleased with 


earthquake sufferers in 


such a prayer.” ‘ Well," 


Greece, and a popular 


answered the child pet- 


subscription is being tak- 


ulantly, as she lifted her 


en up among the shaken 


head from her mother’s 


people for the purpose of 


lap and pushed back the 


curls from her sleepy blue 


eyes, “its all he'll get 


out of me to-night.” 


THE monotony of ex- 


istence in Ireland is re- 


lieved every week or two 


or three are gathered to- 


gether in the name of 


religion. Last week Fri- 
day there was one at 
Belfast. 


FaĮ{ıuar with history : 


would join the church, 
Sam.” Wicked skeptic 
—‘“ Good heavens! we 
quarrel enough as it is. 
If I were to become a 
Christian we should be 
fighting all the time."— 
Life. 


Tuznew marriage laws 
of Pennsylvania, framed 


aes, hay been. in opera- 
tion & year. They hav 
had one certain result; 
they hav increased the 
revenues of the Jersey 
parsons who liv near the 
Pennsylvania line. One 
parson stayed home dur- 
ing his summer vaca- 
tion and made some 
$300 in fees. Another 
has cards, giving his resi- 
dence, and minute direc- 
tions how to get there, 
distributed on all the 
ferryboats plying be 
tween Philadelphia and 
Camden. 


Tux production of gold 
aud silver in the world 
during the.calendar year 
1885 was: gold, $101,- 
580,000; silver, calcu- 
lated at its coining value, 
nearly $125,000,000. Not- 
withstanding the large 
depreciation in the value 
of silver, the production 
of silver in the world, 
has steadily increased. 
The United States still 
preserves first rank 
among the nations of the 
world as the largest pro- 
ducer of the precious 
metals, its production of 
gold aud silver during 
the year having reached 
the sum of $83,400,000, 
or about two-fifths of the 
production of the whole 
world, The coinage of 
gold by the nations of 
the world during the calendar year amounted 
to about $95,000,000, aud of silver to $97,- 
000,000. ` 

Ar a conference recently held in England 


"*o consider the best means of extending the 


"sefulness of the Sunday.School Union Li- 
brary statistics were read showing that male 
teachers, while, on the whole, preferring solid 
‘reading, nevertheless read large quantities of 
fiction ; female teachers, howéver, read two- 
thirds fiction, and only a book and a half a 


dumm 


Max 


ap Ae e 


year each of Biblical character. This fright- 
ful revelation induced the New Jerusalem 
Gazette to send a special commissioner to in- 
quire into the condition of the lady teachers’ 
souls. He found, says F, T. Gould in the 
Secular Review, that the starvation diet of 
one and a half book per year of a Biblical 
character had reduced their souls to mere 
anatomies. Some were so emaciated that the 
commissioner could hav easily placed half a 
dozen in his coat-pocket. ` He concludes his 


TRYING TO MAKE THE OLD THING FLOAT, 


raising twenty thousand 


francs to purchase a new 


vase for the Vatican.—— 


Bishop McNierney was 


accorded a reception of 


great pomp and solemn- 


ity on hisreturn to Albany 


from his visit to Rome. 


He was escorted to the 


" pmi ho ia 


report by recommending that the Sunday- 
School Union and other religious societies 
should issue no more works of fiction. A 
capital idea! for, in that case, the Bible will 
be withdrawn from circulation. 


“ An," said the conceited young parson, 
“T hav this afternoon been preaching to a 
congregation of asses." ‘‘ Was that the rea- 
son you called them beloved brethren?” in- 
quired a strong-minded lady. 


LM 


JU o Wan Hoste 


cathedral by his parish- 
ioners, who furnished an 
.open carriage drawn by 
four white horses, and 
the only drawback to the 
success of the show was 
the fact that, through 
some oversight, they for- 
got to lay him in state.— 
Puck. 


YANKEE girl; “Mad! 
I should say I did come 
home mad! I shall never 
go out as a missionary to 
the Turks again.” Oma- 
ha lady: “Would not 
they listen to your argu- 
ments?" ‘Oh, they list- 
ened respectfully enough, 
but when I talked to one 
of them about the sin of 
having so many wives, 
what do you think the 
brute said?" ‘‘I am sure 
Idon’tknow.” ‘“ He said 
if Turkish women were 
like me, one would be 
plenty."— Cleveland Her- 
ald. 


‘Yrs, Bobby,” said 
the minister, who was 
dining with the family, 
** everything in this world 
has its use, although we 
may not know what it is. 
Now, there is the fly, for 
instance. You wouldn't 
think that flies were good 
for anything, yet——” 
"Oh, yes,. I would,” 
nterrupted Bobby; "I 
know what flies are good 
for. ** What, Bobby?" 
“ Papa says that they are 
the only thing what keeps 
him awake when you are 
preaching." 


PEoPLE visiting Mon- 
treal should beware of 
the hackmen. They are 
too pious to be honest. 
The Montreal Hackmen's 
Union hav issued the fol- 
lowing circular: ‘It 
having been represented 
‘to us that it was wrong 
to work on Sunday, for 
good and sufficient rea- 
gons—first, because God 
commanded man to keep 
the Sabbath holy, and second, because our 
horses require rest from labor on the seventh 
day as much as we do ourselvs—therefore, 
we, the hackmen of Montreal believing that 
we should act in accordance with God's 
law, do hereby agree to abstain from labor 
on Sundays in future, and request all 
hackmen not to bring out their carriages for 
hire on Sunday, and God help us to keep 
steadfast in this resolution.” Buch piety in 
these days is suspicious. 


* 


Communications. 


‘Mrs. Stanton and the Woman's Bible. 
; å New York, Oct. 28, 1886. 

To rug Eprror or Toe Truta SEEKER, Str: I am asked 
by Mrs. Elizabeth Cady Stanton, who sailed for London yes- 
terday, to send a note to you—since her last days here were 
so full of business that she was prevented from so doing—to 
say that she.is extremely sorry that it will be impossible for 
her to attend the Congress of the American Secular Union 
this year. 

She fully expected and desired to be here and to deliver a 
lecture; but family circumstances became such that an earlier 
departure was necessary. She expects to be in London with 
her daughter, Mrs. Stanton-Blatch (who is just such another 
stanch Liberal and brilliant woman as her distinguished 
mother), until next May. Shc then expects to return to 
America, and says that that lecture shall be heard yet. So, 
perhaps, next year we may hav that pleasure. 

While she is abroad she will be engaged upon the Woman’s 
Bible, in which she is now so deeply interested. The resources 
of the British Museum will be at her. command, and many 
books of reference not accessible to us here will thus yield 
their store of knowledge to the new enterprise. 

The wonderful enthusiasm of this beautiful and gifted 
woman at her &ge—she is past seventy—is a delight and 
inspiration to those of us who hav been working with her; 
but I hope, most sincerely, that we will be able to go on suc- 
cessfully and rapidly with the work, as laid out for the 
American branch of the committee, even though she is not 
with us. i 

It is á very large undertaking, indeed, as you will see by 
the inclosed paper from Mrs. Stanton (which she directed me 
to send to you), but I believe that it is one that can and will 
be done well, since it is under the management of this brave, 
earnest, and able woman. i 

If you hav room in your paper for the inclosed article by 
Mrs. Stanton (which appeared first in a Boston journal), I 
hav no doubt that it would greatly interest many of your 
readers who might not otherwise see it. 

Mrs. Stanton left a message for the Congress with me, 
which will be delivered in due time. 

Very sincerely, HELEN H. GARDENER. 


THE WOMAN'S BIBLE. 

So many letters are daily received asking questions 
about the Woman’s Bible—as to the extent of revis- 
ion, and the standpoint from which it will be con- 
ducted—that it seems best, though every detail is 
not as yet matured, to state the plan as concisely as 
possible, upon which those who hav been in consulta- 
tion during the summer propose to do the work. 

I. The object is to revise only those texts and 
chapters directly referring to women, and those also 
in which women are made prominent by exclusion. 
As all such passages combined form but one-tenth of 
the scriptures, the undertaking will not be so labo- 
rious as, at the first thought, one would imagin. 
These texts, with the commentaries, can easily be 
compressed into a duodecimo volume of about four 
hundred pages. 

II. The commentaries will be of a threefold char- 
acter, the writers in the different branches selected 
according to their special aptitudes for the work: 

1. Two or three Greek and Hebrew students would 
be required to devote themselvs to the translation 
and the meaning of particular words and texts in the 
original. 

2, Others would devote themselvs to biblical his- 
tory, old manuscripts, to the new version, and to the 
latest theories as to the occult meaning of certain 
texts and parables. : 

. 9. For the commentaries on the plain English ver- 
'8ion a committee of some twenty members would be 
necessary. These would be women of earnestness 
and liberal ideas, who would be quick to see the real 
purport of the Bible as regards their sex. Among 
them the various books of the Old and New Testa- 
ments would bedistributed, making about three books 
to each member of the committee. 

IIL There will be two or gnore editors to bring 
the work of the various committees into one con- 
sistent whole. m 

IV. The completed work will be submitted to an 
advisory committee assembled at some central point, 
as London, New York, or Chicago, to sit in final 
judgment on the Woman's Bible. 

And now, as to the manner of doing the practical 
work: E 

Those who hav been engaged this summer hav 
adopted the following plan, which may be suggestiv 
to new members of the committee. Each person 
purchased two Bibles, ran through them from Gen- 
esis to Revelations, marking all the texts that con- 
cerned women. The passages were cut out and 
pasted in a blank book, and the commentaries then 
' written underneath. It is proposed to print the 
texts in fine type, and the comments, being the new 
part, in coarser type. 

The large numbers of letters receivéd, highly ap- 
preciativ of the undertaking, are very encouraging to 
those who hav inaugurated the movement, and indi- 
cate a growing self-respect and self-assertion in the 
women of this generation. But we hay the usual 
array of objectors to meet and answer. One corre- 
spondent conjures us to suspend the work, as it is 
* ridiculous " for “ women to attempt the revision of 
the scriptures.” I wonder if any man wrote to the 
late revising committee of divines to stop their work 
_on the ground that it was ridiculous for men to revise 
the Bible. Why is it more ridieulous for women to 
protest against their present status in the Old and 


- 


New Testaments, in the ordinances and disciplin of | 


of the church, than in the statutes and constitutions 
of the state? Why is it more ridiculous to arraign 
ecclesiastics for their false teaching and acts of. in- 
justice to women than members of Congress and the 
House of Commons? Why is it more audacious to 
review Moses than Blackstone, the Jewish code of 
laws than the. English system of jurisprudence? 
Women hay compelled their legislators in every state 
in the Union to so modify their statutes for women 
that the old common law is now almost a dead letter. 
Why not compel bishops and revising committees to 
modify their creeds and dogmas? Forty years ago it 


-seemed as ridiculous to timid, time-serving, and 


retrograde folk for women to demand an expurgated 
edition of the laws as it now does to demand an ex- 
purgated edition of the liturgies and scriptures. 
Come, come, my conservativ friend, wipe the dew off 
your spectacles, and see that the world is moving. 
Whatever your views may be as to the importance of 
the proposed work, your political and social degrada- 
tion are but an outgrowth of your status in the 
Bible. When you express your aversion, based on a 
blind feeling of reverence in which reason has no 
control, to the revision of the scriptures, you do but 
echo Cowper, who, when asked. to read Paine's 
“Rights of Man," exclaimed,.**No man shall convince 
me that I am improperly governed while I reel the 
contrary." 

Others say it is not. politic to rouse religious oppo- 
sition. This much-lauded policy is but another word 
for cowardice. How can woman's position be 
changed from that of a subordinate to an equal 
without opposition, without the broadest discussion 
of all the questions involved in her present degrada- 
tion? For so far-reaching and momentous a reform 
as her complete independence an entire revolution in 
all existing institutions is inevitable. When the indi- 
vidual development of woman occupies as large a 
place in social ethics as that of man, all fragmentary 
reforms will be subordinated to her education. Now 
the question of her freedom is ranked with many 
other questions of transient interest. The Prohibi- 
tion devotee says, “Pray do not touch woman suf- 
frage. We are just on the eve of securing a temper- 
ance amendment, and to bring her rights into con- 
sideration would set our reform back a century.” 
Even some Free Religionists say, “ Pray do not ad- 
vocate woman suffrage. We would preserve the sec- 
ular nature of our government; but women are domi- 
nated by the clergy, and would vote us back under 
the blue laws of the Puritans.” Some of the advo- 
cates of suffrage, equally blind and narrow, say, “Do 
not touch Free Religion, Temperance, or any social 
questions on our platform; it would injure our cause 
beyond all remedy." So on through the whole 
range of reforms, the leaders in each believing their 
pet idea more important than all others put. together, 
and that is to be carried by a kind of clap-trap that 
conceals from the eyes of statesmen all views of the 
case but the one they consider most. politic to: keep 
uppermost. 

The first time I was invited to speak in England, I 
was quietly instructed beforehand to say nothing of 
the rights or wrongs.of married women, nothing on 
the questions of marriage or divorce, nothing on the 


deceased wife's sister bill, nothing on the Bible, 


nothing on temperance or social purity. I could but 
compare my immaculate adviser to the Jungfrau, 
cold and serene in lofty contemplation of the rights 
of spinsters, her heads above the clouds, “ touching 
nothing.” NS 
. Letusremember that all reforms are interdependent, 
and that whatever is done to establish one principle 
on a solid basis strengthens all. Reformers who are 
always compromising hav not yet grasped the idea 
that. truth is the only safe ground to stand upon. 
The object of an individual life is not to carry one 
fragmentary measure in human progress, but to utter 
the highest truth clearly seen in all directions, and 
thus to round out and perfect a well-balanced char- 
acter. Was not the sum of influence exerted by John 
Stuart Mill on. political, religious, and social ques- 
tions far greater than that of any statesman or re- 
former who has sedulously limited his sympathies 
and activities to carrying one specific measure? We 
hav many women abundantly endowed with capabil- 
ities to understand and revise what men hav thus far 
written. But they are still suffering from inherited 
ideas of their inferiority ; they do not perceive it, yet 
suchis the true explanation of their solicitude lest they 
hould seem to be too self-asserting. Let those 
women who fear ridicule, and suggest policy, try to 
imagin themselvs entirely free as men are free. 
Let them try to rise completely above the effects of 
former serfdom. If they can do this, they will then, 
‘and not till then, be capable of seeing the sycophancy 
of the opposition, be capable of judging the projects 
of unshackled minds. 

Again there are some who write us that our work 
is a useless expenditure of force over a book that has 
lost its hold on the human mind. Most intelligent 
women, they say, regard it simply as the history of a 
rude people in a barbarous age, and hav no more 
reverence for the scriptures than any other work. So 
long as tens of thousands of Bibles are printed every 


year, and circulated over the whole habitable globe, 


and the masses in all English-speaking nations revere: 
it as the word of God, it is vain to belittle its in- 
The sentimental feelings we all hav for. 


fluence. 
these things we were educated to believe sacred, do 
not readily yield to pure reason. I distinctly remem- 


ber the shudder that passed over me on seeing a . 


mother take our family Bible to make a high seat for 
her child at table. It seemed such a desecration. I 
was tempted to protest against its use for such a 
purpose, and this, too, long after my reason had 
repudiated its authority. 

To women still believing in the plenary inspiration 
of the scriptures, we hav nothing to say. .Our only 
claim to their attention is that we approach the sub- 
ject in an earnest search after truth, and shall present 
to our readers incontrovertible facts. 

ELIZABETH CADY Stanton. 
-o 
` Freethought in England. 
* IV.—FREETHOUGET IN THE MAGAZINES. i 

There are only two avowedly Freethought maga 
zines in England, viz., Progress and Our Corner. 
I put Progress first, because it is devoted exclusivly 
to the consideration of social, political, literary, and 
religious subjects from the point of view of the most 


advanced Freethought. A large portion of the space ` l 


of Our Corner is devoted to the exposition of 
“Modern Socialism.” Mr. Foote is the editor of the 
former magazine, and Mrs. Besant of the latter. 


Important as is the work accomplished by this litera- 


ture in promoting general enlightenment and in 
removing the errors of superstition, it is, of course, 
small when compared with the vast amount of good 


achieved by the wide reading of such admirable- 


monthlies. as the Nineteenth Century, the Fort- 
nightly Review, Knowledge, and other such maga- 
zines, which may now be found in the reading-rooms 
of most of the large workingmen’s clubs and insti- 
stitutes throughout the length and breadth of the 
land. : 

The important discussions between Mr. W. H. 
Mallock and Frederic Harrison, and more recently 
the notable encounter between Professor Huxley, 
who stands at the head of English scientists, and 
Mr. Gladstone, the greatest of English statesmen, 
who is justly regarded as one of the most powerful 
rhetoricians and debaters of modern times—the dis- 
cussion between these eminent men on the alleged 
agreement of Science with Genesis—to say nothing 
of such valuable contributions to it as those of Dr. 
Réville and Mrs. Lynn Linton—caused quite a sen- 


sation in this country, and had the effect of disturbing ` 


the religious faith of hundreds: who had hitherto ` 


found no difficulty in reconciling the absurdities of 
the Mosaic narrativ with the stupendous verities of 
science. _ í 

` The theologians could hav chosen no stronger rep- 
resentativ than Mr. Gladstone, who in the way of 
"hair splitting" is without an equal; and Free- 
thinkers could hav had no worthier champion of 
their cause than Professor Huxley, for in addition 
to having & thorough knowledge of the physical 
sciences he is a philosopher of the highest order. 

By an .advertisment on the last page of Tux 
TnurH Seeker, I find that your readers may judge 
for themselvs of the merits of the discussion in ques- 
lion by investing in à cheap work published at your 


office, and therefore I need only say that, in judging . 


of the value of Mr. Gladstone's contributions, it 
must be remembered that his education, training, and 
indeed the whole of his surroundings, hav tended 


irresistibly toward the creation in his mind of a relig- . 


ious bias, against which, however, the sincerity of 
his nature and his desire to be perfectly just hav 
frequently compelled him to war, although he can- 
not quite rid himself of it. Nothing could hav been 
finer than to hear from his lips the magnificent ora- 
tion he delivered in favor of intellectual liberty, when 


. the question of the right of an Atheist, in the person 


of Mr. Bradlaugh, to take his seat was under con- 
sideration in the House of Commons. . 

For breadth of knowledge, ripe scholarship, sub- 
tlety of reasoning, eloquence of words, and vigor of 
declamation, it was admitted by all who heard it to 
be matchless. John Bright’s speech had all the 
admirable qualities that famous orator displays on 
great occasions; but I heard Mr. Hopwood, Q.C., 


himself an accomplished speaker, remark that, when ` ` 


all the trained eloquence of the House seemed 
exhausted, Mr. Gladstone came forward and revealed 
his wisdom, erudition, and eloquence in a way tha 
surpassed them all. 

But to return to the magazines. Once a discussion 
is started in a monthly, it is not unusual for some of 
the provincial journals to take it up. It thenceforth 
becomes.a subject for discussion among the masses. 
The clergy make sly references to it in their sermons. 
Freethought lecturers pronounce their opinion upon 
it. Ultimately the Young Men’s Christian Associ- 
ation nibble around the subject, and so the ball is set 
metrily spinning. 

Whatever happens, orthodox Christianity is the 
loser. In one magazine appears a series of articles 
on “ The Origin of Man,” and when the man of sci- 
ence has given his reasons for disbelieving in the 
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theory of “special creation,” and for believing in the 
evolution of man from lower forms, the religious 


. party put forward their Rev. Pseudo-man-of-Science, 


who demonstrates, to his own satisfaction, that man 
is fearfully and wonderfully made, that no being 


- Short. of a deity—about whom nobody knows any- 


thing, and theologians least of all—eould hav manu- 
factured him. 
In another magazine a discussion is started on the 
question of the “ Freedom of Man’s Volition,” which 
raises the important consideration of man’s alleged re- 
sponsibility to deity for his conduct. Some time ago 
Professor Tyndall wrote a paper for the Nineteenth 
Century, in which he denied the Christian doctrin of 


' the freedom of the will, and affirmed that man’s will 


was always determined by the strongest motivin the 
mind in the view of the individual immediately ante- 
cedent to volition; that, consequently, men’s actions 
were necessitated by the education, training, habits, 
or circumstances of the individual, and that praise 
and blame acted as motivs to influence or deter an 
individual from the performance of certain actions. 
“Tf,” said Professor Tyndall, in effect, “a thief 
were brought before a judge for the crime of felony, 
and said, ‘My lord, it is true I stole the money in 
question, but I could not help it; I was neces- 
sitated to do it; the strongest motiv compelled 
me; then the judge would answer: ‘You are 
quite right, prisoner; the motiv of dame did no 
act upon your mind sufficiently. You stole because, 
under the set of circumstances in which you were 
placed, you couldn’t help it. Society, through its 
representativ, now punishes you because it cannot 


‘help it—it is a question of self-defense.’” 


Of course, a statement of this sort was very re- 
pugnant to the Christians, and they defended them- 
selvs as best they could, though it was an exceed- 
ingly weak defense. 

` They found great difficulty in reconciling the doc- 
trin of free will with that of predestination, which is 
undoubtedly also a tenet of their faith. 

Since then, Mr. Justice Fitzjames Stephen, one of 
our most eminent judges, wrote an article in which 


he sought to demonstrate that the irreligious man. 


was thé most useful citizen ; the man who devotes him- 


~ gelf to the work of the world—the lawyer, the mechanic, 


the merchant, the judge, the author, and the laborer 
—these were the men who had promoted the ad- 


-vancement of civilization of the world. 


Mr. Justice Stephen went as far as saying that it 
was the “nothingarian,” not the religionist or the 
Freethinker, who was the most useful citizen. 

Plenty of discussion followed. My own view of 
the matter was that you could not separate the mer- 


- chant or the lawyer from his religion or irreligion, and 


that the best man in society to promote reform, as 
well as to do the work of the world, because of his 
earnestness and enthusiasm, is either the out-and. 
out religious man or the avowed Freethinker. The 
* Nothingarian" is the greatest impediment in the 
road of human advancement the reformer has to deal 
with. : 
Every man, however ignorant, has some theory of 
the universe—he believes in either the natural or 
the supernatural, and supernatural beliefs hav been 
found to obstruct human advancement. The duty of 
the reformer, therefore, consists in removing this last 


' barrier from the path of progress. 


' AmrHUR B. Moss. 


~ —— $9-9-9-—— — —— —— 
Cruelty of Superstition. 


The most. conclusiv proof of the baleful tendency 
of dogmatic superstition has not, so far as my read- 
ing has extended, been demonstrated with sufficient 
clearness. I refer to the fact that a man cannot ac- 
cept the conditions of salvation (as preached by most 
of the churches), without being necessarily converted 
into a persecuting fiend—that is, if he be at once 
sincere and logical. The mob howling around the 
martyrs pyre hav been univérsally, though not quite 
consistently, rated as imbruted devils. But let us be 
iust to his tormentors, while compassionating the 
sufferer. The latter is as much the victim of his own 
obstinate belief—hardly less irrational than that of 
his executioners—as the latter are urged and guided 


by a(to them) self-evident duty. The offense may, 


hav been a denial of the dogma of transubstantiation, 
while admitting that of the trinity! It is manifest 
that a very lively sympathy with either party is not 
possible to the liberal mind, especially in view of 
the probable action of the victim under a change of 
circumstances, who might then be found lighting the 
pile to consume the recusaut who denied his trinity. 


. And, in the cases supposed, each party would be 


right—if his religion were true. 

hink of the torture of a human soul through end- 
less time for the rejection of an article of faith, 
and then try to estimate the amount of end- 
less misery which one heretic might occasion by 
weaning from the saving belief thousands of peo- 
ple! It thus requires but a very simple appeal to 
figures to justify the persone of an auto-dá-fé in 
their apparent cruelty. It is surely better that one 
heretic’s body should die than that the souls of un- 
numbered thousands should suffer eternally—the 


thousands whom that heretic might hav inveigled 
into perdition. Thus the man who believes that 
there is “ no salvation out of the church ” is recreant 
to the highest duty that can actuate a human being 
if he does not destroy the man or the influence that 
would lead souls out of that church. This view will 
reveal the Romanists as the moss consistent Chris- 
tians of all ages; they hav practiced every art and 
severity to save souls. 

The Protestant assertion of the right of private 
judgment would seem to forbid the saving methods 
of Rome, but see the sinister offset we confront in 
the latitude that necessarily results from therule. It 
is not possible for the Protestant Christian to believe 
in the salvation of the pronounced unbeliever, and 
yet unbelief is not only the legitimate, but the inev- 
itable outcome of the freedom he claims. While un- 
able, under a rule of their own prescription, to bar 
the exercise of reason, the Protestants yet fetter it 
(beyond their own limitations) in every way possible. 
The oath of the skeptic is challenged in court, and 
an opprobrium is attached to his name intended as 
a temporal addition to his eternal fate. Indeed, it 
is the old, old story, freedom for ourselvs as far as 
we desire to go, and eternal damnation to all who go 
farther. Thus the two churches practically join 
issue, as against Freethought, the Catholic believing 
in “ no salvation out of the church,” and the Protest- 
ant consigning to hell all who hav used a larger 
amount of mental freedom than his own. 

Thus, in this view, it is possible to lift the odium 
which misled humanity has carried for ages. Indeed, 
it is not difficult to conceive that those very immo- 
lators of the martyrs might, under other circum- 
stances and in an advanced age, hav illustrated the 
most exalted type of devoted heroism in defense of a 
righteous cause. Yet something is to blame for the 
inhumanities of superstition. Who is it—the priest? 
Hardly, if he is sincerely convinced of the truth of 
what he preaches. In that case, he merges in the 
common humanity I am seeking to defend. How- 
ever, considering his education and opportunities of 
research, it is hard to realize that every priest is a 
-sincere believer in the monstrous absurdities he 
teaches; though a proper respect for the aggregate 
morality may require us to believe that mummers do 
exist who do verily believe that a cabalistic incanta- 
tion transmutes a piece of dough into veritable 
human (or deific) flesh, to be forthwith mixed with 
bad whisky in the priestly duodenum! But these 
men, taken in time, could hav been made to believe in 
absurdities even grosser than that, if such extremes 
of dementia were possible. I do not see, as before 
intimated, how we can construe the actions of these 
sincere believers into moral blame. If they did not 
preach the doctrin they believe, and follow it out to 
its logical consequences, they would be morally dere- 
lict or intellectually impotent. Therefore, whatever 
enormities they may commit are committed in a (to 
them) good cause—and how can the best of us do 
better, 2» intent ? ; : 

Having thus cleared the skirts of poor humanity 
from the odium of those bloody cruelties which smear 
every page of the church’s history, and having inti- 
mated that the most ferocious among the bigots 


begotten and inspired by a dègrading and murderous | 


superstition were but so many misdirected truth- 
lovers, where shall we locate the blame for the 
desolating blight which all history bewails and óver 
which priests and other missionaries of error hav 
gloated through so many ages? To my apprehen- 
sion, as a Necessitarian, the source of all the woes 
which superstition has inflicted on a groping and 
groaning world is 2» the error itself. If this be so— 
if the most devoted hearts hav been warped to the 
service of a beastly cause—if a blind and unreasoning 
bigotry has usurped in the human -mind the place 
which should hav been the throne of truth—the duty 
of the Liberal is surely plain enough. Let us assail 
the main citadel of the enemy—his Pandora’s box of 
blind and cruel mischiefs in the shape of dogmas, 
fictions, inventions, which are simply degrading an- 
achronisms in the light of this nineteenth century, 
when historical criticism and physical research hav so 
conclusivly shown how bald are the frauds and 
assumptions on which all religions are built. The 
authorities are extant with which to confound the 
sophist, to tame the zealot, and to illume the dark 
mind. If the task of unchaining the body of the 
slave was deemed so glorious, what shall be said of 


the work which aims to unmanacle the human mind? 


‘Can the godlike faculty of reason find a nobler use 
than this, or the attribute of benevolence a higher or 
more fruitful moral aim? What can transcend in 
service to mankind the labor that seeks to dispel 
mental gloom, and replace rancour and hate by a 
feeling of fellowship and love? These desiderata 
can be accomplished only by the extirpation of the 
errors inculeated by the priest, which, as I hav 
shown, are utterly incompatible with the freedom 
and brotherhood of man. ; 

There is required no other argument against super- 
stition than the fact last named. There is certainly 
no other argument so fatally cogent as against the 
priest. James P. Kenyon. 


Tobacco and Savages. 


To tHe Eprron or Tue TavrH Seeker, Sir: During . 
Mr. Denton’s stay on the island of New Guinea he 
became exceedingly interested in its nativ populations, 
at least in such of them as he came in contact with, 
in the study of their character and habits; and in 
writing me from its fatal shores, only about four 
weeks before his death, he referred to them, and to 
the effect of missionary labor among them, as follows: 
“So far there has been no trouble with the nativs, 
nor do I think there is likely to be any: They are 
glad to see us, and to get the cloth, beads, salt, 
knives, and hatchets, and, more than all else, the 
tobacco, distributed among them. Like all savages, 
they are passionately fond of tobacco, which they 
smoke out of a great bamboo pipe, eighteen inches 
long and three inches in diameter. The missionary 
schooner, Ellen Gowan, brought over to New Guinea, 
at one trip, three tons of tobacco, and at another trip, 
two and one-quarter tons. This is the ‘bread of life’ 


which the reverend gentlemen missionaries are dis- 


tributing among this people". We refused to allow 
the boys, our sons, to take tobacco. with them to 
trade with the nativs. ‘ And,” he continued, “so 
far hatchets, beads, and salt hav answered our pur- 
pose very well.” 

In his diary he wrote: “Little dream these naked 
taro-eating people of the change that is coming to 
them. I can look ahead a few years and see the 
younger ones clad in cotton or linen, white as snow, 
and the women in flashing silks. Beautiful cottages 
with lovely gardens will take the place of these cane- 
tied, thatched shelters of to-day, and, as certainly as 
these, will come grog-shops, and reeling drunkards, 
and all the abominations that are the fruit of our 
superior knowledge and our remaining barbarism.” 

The discussion of the missionary question reminded 
me of these references, and thinking they may not 
prove altogether uninteresting to you, I venture to 
send them. 

As long as we can maintain the right to think and 
to speak our thoughts without reserve, so long we 
are safe. I rejoice in the stand you hav taken against 
any and every form of gag-law. If we would pre- 
serve our own rights, we must maintain the equal 
rights of all others. True Liberty is no respecter of 
persons. The hovel and the throne are equally near 
and dear to her. Nor is thera any safety for free in- 
stitutions if any person, or any class of persons, may 
be denied the right of defending their own cause in 
open discussion of its merits. 

Grateful that Taz Trura Szexer is so ably con- 
ducted, I am very sincerely yours, 

E. M. F. Denton. 
Wellesley, Mass., Oct. 20, 1886. 


Canadian Notes. 


Once more the “king of terrors” has been among 
us. Our old friend and associate, R. B. Butland, 
after a long and painful illness, has “ joined the innu- 
merable caravan,” and left another gap in the ranks 
of Canadian Secularists that may not soon be filled. 
He was one of the oldest members of the Toronto 
society, one of our earliest home lecturers, and per- 
haps the best read member of the institution. 

As conductor of our science class, and with an 
almost inexhaustible store of knowledge, gained from 
many years of patient application and study, he has 
done work for Secularism that cannot be over-esti- 
mated, and left an influence behind that will never 
die. 

Many of the readers of Tue Trurs Szexer will, no 
doubt, remember him as an occasional correspondent, 
and, previous to his illness, as conductor of “ Cana- 
dian Notes.” 

The funeral, which took place last Sunday, under 
the auspices of the Toronto Secular Society, was 
largely attended by members of the society and 
many orthodox friends. President Algie delivered 
the funeral address at the house. It was composed 
largely of appropriate selections from the works of 
Colonel Ingersoll, and delivered extempore in a man- 
ner which evidently made a deep impression on some 
of the orthodox listeners, one of them afterward 
remarking to the writer that “it was the most beauti- 
ful language he had ever heard on such an occasion, 
and a service that no one could reasonably object to.” 

It had been arranged that Mr. Jury should read a 
short service at the grave, but on his attempting to 
do so, the superintendent of the grounds, with true 
Christian love and firmness, ordered his attendants 
to fill up the grave as quickly as possible, and, placing 
his hand on Mr. Jury’s, shoulder, told him that his 
orders were that ‘there was to be no service there of 
any kind. 

Friend Jury, who is nothing if not clear grit to the 
backbone, proposed to read the service in spite of 
them if the friends wished it, but not wishing to 
make trouble on such an occasion, the friends thought 
it best to quietly submit; and so in a silence, broken 
here and there by murmurs of indignation, Chris- 
tianity had its little opportunity to vent its spite in 
death upon one whom they could not injure while 
living. 


On Sunday evening, October 24th, Mr. Algie made 


PRA 
his first appearance before a Toronto audience as a 
Freethought lecturer, taking for his subject “Our 
Schools and Churches,” a subject which he is emi- 
nently qualified to deal with, and to which he did 
ample justice. He fully confirmed the opinion pre- 
viously held by the Toronto friends of his ability for 
lecture work, and proved that with a little practice 
he will be able to: “keep his end up” with the best of 
them. We hope to hav him with us again soon and 


often. Kanucx. 
Toronto, Oct. 30, 1886. 


rr 
The Liberal Club. 

The man who wears a badge-pin for a living did 
not attend the 421st regular meeting of the Manhattan 
Liberal Club, but he is informed that the entertain- 
ment there offered was worth far more than the pal- 
try five cents extorted at the door. There was pres- 
ent a large audience of people whose countenances 
beamed with the light of true goodness. Mr. King was 
there, as was also Captain Clark. Bold Duffield sat 

` well in advance; the gas-light threw him in relief, and 
livened up his countenance like yellow mustard spread 
on beef. Mr. Duffield is an unpopular person with the 
members of the club. But we digress. 

The question for consideration was the late unveil- 
ing of the statue of Liberty on Bedloe’s Island; and 
after Mr. Wakeman had read the usual notices, he 
called young Dr. Foote to the chair, and proceeded 
to the discussion. The writer is indebted to the first 
secretary for all the details of the meeting. _ 

Mr. Wakeman selected as his text the following 
thoughts from Matthew, a writer some time since de- 
ceased: 

The scribes and Pharisees sit in Moses’s seat ; all therefore 
whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do; but 
do not ye after their works; for they say, and do not. For 
they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay 
them on men’s shoulders; but they themselvs will not move 
them with one of their fingers. But all their works they do 
for to be seen of men; and they make broad their phylacte- 
ries and enlarge the borders of their garments, and love the 
uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the syna- 
gogs, and greetings in the markets, and to be called of men, 
Rabbi, rabbi. 

This, the speaker held, was a true description of 
the men who presided at the unveiling of the statue. 
The chief orator of the day was William M. Evarts ; 
the next was Chauncey M. Depew, the paid attorney 
of the colossal thief of America. Then the occasion 
was desecrated by prayer by a minister of the gospel, 
who dedicated the statue to almighty God. The 
singing of the long meter Doxology was likewise in- 
appropriate. The only decent speech was President 
Cleveland’s. Those who should hav been invited 
first were absent. Among these were veterans of the 
war, the mayor of New York, the working people, the 
agriculturists, the clubs, the artists, and the women. 
The only representativs of the common people were 
the firemen and the policemen. Mr. Wakeman said 
he did not suppose the committee meant to do 
wrong. The saddest reflection was that they didn’t 
know any better. 

Mr. Augustus Levy, following, said that the un- 
veiling of the statue was of small moment compared 
with Henry George’s vote of sixty-eight thousand. 

Dr. Kinget’s central thought was that people could 
hav no conception of true liberty while they imagined 
themselvs the serfs of a tyrant beyond the skies 

Madam Delescluze censured the women who at- 
tended the unveiling ceremonies without an invita- 
tion. The madam could not understand why Liberals 
should object to a service of prayer. 

Colonel Hinton thought the men who had charge 
of the occasion under discussion very appropriately 
represented the sort of “liberty” we now enjoy. 

Dr. Caleb S. Weeks, the well-known hymnologist, 
referred to the premature unveiling of the statue, 
which cut in two the sentence composing the 
speech of Senator Evarts. It was typical of these 
times. The people are inaugurating liberty while the 
Pharisees are charming themselvs with their own 
warble, in blissful unconsciousness of what is taking 
place around them. 

Captain Clark made a speech, the nature of which 
the secretary had unfortunately forgotten. 

Mr. Levison said that at the third or fourth meet- 
ing of the Liberal Club he advanced the hypothesis 
that this earth is more than six thousand years of age, 
the scriptures being in error upon that point. “At 
the time his statement was not accepted, but later 
devélopments hav discovered the fact that he had 
prescient eye. : 

Mr. Wakeman, in closing the discussion, said he 
hoped the French people who gave us this statue of 
Liberty had not heard that almost in sight of the 
bronze figure where it now stands a man is indicted 
and awaiting trial for exercising the liberty of speech 
on the subject of religion. He hoped rather that 
they would be assured that there still exist in 
America a few people who cherish the principles 
for which Lafayette fought, and which Paine, Jeffer- 
son, and Franklin established on American soil. 

There is no meeting of the club this we:k, but on 
Friday night everybody who usually attends the club 
is expected to go to the Congress of the Secular 
Union at Chickering Hall and hear Mr. Putnam. On 


and far beyond my most sanguin expectations. 
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which occasion, without doubt, all those on truth 
intent may here a large amount obtain, presented ina 
pleasing vein, and never spend a cent. 

oO He 


Dr. York Coming Home. 


As my sojourn in the land of the emu and kangaroo 
is drawing to a close, and I am about to turn my face 


toward the home of the stars and stripes, I thought it 


proper to drop a few lines to say that, with all my 
labor and struggles in a strange country, I hav not 
forgotten Tux Truru SEEKER and its readers; and 
although not glad to leave Australia, I am glad of 
the near prospect of setting foot upon a soil more 
highly blest with the daylight of civil liberty. Our 


flag never was so dear, and never so beautiful, as to- 


day, floating in southern skies over the office of 
our American consul. x 
. I don't seem to like queens and blue-blooded 


paupers who ride, like a nightmare, the industries of 


the country in the name and pretense of government ; 


| but these English people are so highly conservativ 


that they never forget any old thing or learn any- 
thing new. 
Americanism in the line of Freethought takes well 


here, though people still hold on to their old and 
barbarous methods of cooking food, which are little 
better than leaving it in the raw state. 
can cook-stove and other appliances of comfort and 
convenience make slow headway with these colonial 
people. 
of general reform. 


The Ameri- 


Yet they are moving slowly in the direction 


My success here in these colonies has been good, 
Iy 
audiences hav been all that I could desire bothin num- 
bers and in intelligence. Four Sundays more will 
close my work in Brisbane, where I hav spoken for 
eight months with scarcely any abatement of audi- 
ences or interest; and although I had for about 
eight months very large audiences in Sydney, and 


fine success, I am more in love with these Queens- 
land people. 


They are courteous, kind, and gener- 
ous, and I shall feel sorry the day I bid them good- 


bye after my thirty-fifth lecture in Brisbane. 


. By the way, Eugene, the books we ordered of you 


hav come in good order, I think, though I hav not 


opened the packages yet, or compared them with the 
invoice, as I am waiting a little for my friend James 
Mitchel’s return, when they will be delivered. I am 
glad to hav a few of D. M. Bennett's * Round the 
World" books read here, and the familiar sight of 
them brought back to me his face and form so bright 
and activ as he was when at my home in San Jose. I 
little thought then that he so soon would go hence 
and I be. left. It did not look that way then. He 


and I both thought that I would be the one to go, as 


I was in poor health at that time; in fact, so ill I 
could hardly stand on my feet to speak at his recep- 
tion. But such is life. Grand old man, he can 
never die in the seed sown by his hand, and each 
year let us build his monument higher in the minds 
of true and loving men and women for all the good 
he has done in breaking the shackles of slavery from 
many minds in America. 

Eugene, my boy, the old Trura Szexer is a most 
welcome. and regular visitor. I hardly think I could 
hav remained here all this time without its cheerful 
pages. And your pictures—well, go right on, and 
do so more; and if it was not so far down here, and 
only a monthly mail, you would receive many sub- 
scribers from me, and I am supremely happy when 
the Boston Investigator and Tue Trutu SEEKER 
heave in sight each month. Long may they liv to be, 
as they are, the leading Freethought papers of the 
world. 

I was right well pleased to read of my friend S. P. 
Putnam’s work in Butte, Helena, and Bozeman, 
where I labored last in America. Do you know, 
somehow, I like the man Putnam? I hav never seen 
him, and yet there is a tie which draws and binds, 
and I hope to meet him when I come East, as I hope 
to do when I return. And, somehow, I hav a 
hankering to speak in Paine Hall and strike hands 
with Tue TrRurs Srexer and Boston Investigator 
men. rs 

Secular Freethought is growing rapidly in these 
colonies. Joseph Symes holds the fort in Melbourne, 
while Collins and the irrepressible Walker float the 
white banner of mental freedom from the battlements 
of Sydney. : i 

„I am sorry to say that George Chainey has not met 
with the success his syndicate anticipated. Theos- 
ophy seems to be too thin for these common-sense 
people. 

I am to giv my farewell words in Brisbane on 
October 24th, and in Sydney on the 31st, and expect 
to sail for home on November 4th, but may stop 
over in Auckland one month, reaching San Jose 
about Christmas, and after a little rest, before 
starting on my contemplated tour of the Eastern 
cities, I hope to pay a visit, to the friends on Puget 
Sound.and in British Columbia. 

In conclusion, let me say that if any of our Amer- 
ican speakers hav an itching to try their hand in 
these colonies, they may safely rely upon this fact— 
that whoever can draw, and hold, an American audi- 


ence, and do good, strong, radical work, will succeed 
here. They want facts, logic, magnetism, fire; and 
then, to make it blaze right well, humor sets the pile 
on fire. If they desire to make a little money, let 
them avoid all syndicates or Freethought brokers. 
The man who can’t bring himself is not worth much 
for himself or profitable to anyone else. 

It is reported here that our chief of the Free- 
thought lance, Colonel Ingersoll, is out of health. I 
hope it is not true, and most sincerely hope he will 
be spared to us for many years, to blazé and burn in 
the majesty of his might, as every lecture and every 
month and year of his life is a nail in the orthodox 
coffin. Let the dead bury the dead, but let us help 
to build the temple of mental liberty, that they who 
come after us may enjoy the sunlight of freedom's 
brighter day. With many good wishes, I am 

Yours for all truth, J. L. Yor. 

Brisbane, Queensland, Aus., Oct. 3, 1886. 


o 
Our London Letter. 

The suggestion of certain bishops and leading 
churchmen to celebrate the queen’s jubilee next year- 
by building a church house at the public expense 
bas not quite met with the reception anticipated. 
The idea seems to be to erect a parsons’ club-house 
in London, where these individuals may meet to ex- 
change views on religious subjects, and be able to 
partake of “light refreshment” in the intervals of 
their arduous labors. There are to be in the edifice 
sundry lecture-rooms; and pamphlets showing the 
beauty and usefulness of the Church of England are 
to be distributed from this center all over the coun- 
try; and, as this church is the friend of the poor, as 
well-as of the rich, all are expected to contribute 
something. The proposition has met with much op- 
position from the inferior clergy, who all deprecate 
it, considering that they will derive no advantage 
whatever, and will not even be allowed to enter the 
sacred portals. Letters hav been sent to the papers 
in shoals, the majority of them being in favor of ap- 
plying the money that may be collected to the aug- 
mentation of curates’ incomes, which are reported to 
be very small in the majority of cases. But when a 
salary of £200 per annum is said to be starvation 


wages, it would be just as well if such grumblers ` 


were reduced to a quarter that sum and hav to earn 
it. There are thousands, if not millions, of hardwork- 
ing people who would consider themselvs rich on 
such an income, and these lazy loafers hav the impu- 
dence to complain. A parson is dear at any price, 
and it would be a far better way of celebrating next 
year by abolishing the clergy altogether. 

Beecher should consider he has done well in this 
country, as the only clerical opponent he has met was 
Spurgeon, who has shown himself about the only con- 
sistent member of all the ministers who hav had any- 
thing to do with him. I don’t know how they can 
support a man who looks upon the creation story as 
a fable, professing to believe in evolution, and laughs 
at the idea of hell, when it is their business to sup- 
port such absurdities. Probably his occasional lauda- 
tion of Jesus Christ amply compensates for his her- 
esy in other respects, and then his popularity cannot 
be overlooked, and he answers the purpose of a good 
advertisment for any chapel or hall where he lectures. 
If there is a chance of making a good collection such 
trifles as repudiation of the fundamental points of 
Christianity are not held as stumbling-blocks. As 
long as the almighty god Mammon is nof blasphemed, 
it does not much matter about the other members of 
the Pantheon. One can easily imagin how Beecher 
and his clerical friends chuckle to themselvs when 
they are counting up the result of the evening’s takings. 

Within the past few days there hav been recorded 
three or four cases of suicide resulting from religious 
mania, but as these are of such common occurrence 
many of them are not considered of sufficient impor- 
tance.to publish. Of course the autumn assizes hav 
furnished the usual quota of pious criminals, and it is 
satisfactory to find that these rogues are not treated 
quite so leniently as was at one time the case. Dub- 
lin is quite excited over the exposure of a released 
convict who has been officiating in various places as 
a properly ordained priest, Dublin being the last 
scene of his exploits. It appears that he was a very 
successful preacher, and it does seem. strange that 
there should be so little difference between those 
who are inspired by the Holy Ghost and properly 
anointed, and those who are not, that it is impossible 
for anyone, even an archbishop, to detect an inter- 
loper into the fold. The only crimes he appears to 
hav committed are that he has been practicing par- 
sonry without a proper certificate, and omitting to 
pay his debts; but this latter is not a very unclerical 
offense, and doubtless helped to deceive the. elect as 
to his real position. J 

A curioùs case was tried the other day. It seems 
that a wedding was arranged, but the bride did not 
turn up at the proper time, so, sooner than disappoint 
the guests, the groom suggested that a friend of the 
parties should take her place, which was accordingly 
done; but as the principal did not notify that the 
bride had been changed, a prosecution was instituted, 
and the unfortunate benedict, after a severe lecture 
on his wickedness by the judge, was sentenced toa 


"We want full houses and ample reports. 
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term of imprisonment, the wife being also punished 
in a lesser degree. Now, I hav read the case several 


‘times, and cannot possibly make out what crime was 


committed, or who injured, by one girl being married 


_ in another's name, and can only conclude that it must 


hav been accounted a crime because the parson only 
collected a fee for one attendance, whereas he consid- 


ered he ought to hav received double pay. J. D. 
London, Oct. 27, 1886. 
The American Secular Anion. 


: ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, President. 
Vice-Presidents S 


HORACE SEAVER, 
WILLIAM ALGIE, 
ROBERT C. ADAMS, 
Trrus L. BROWN, 
ELEN H. GARDENER. 


CoURTLANDT PALMER, Treas., 
850 Broadway, New York. 
E. M. MACDONALD, 
Chair. Fin. Com. 


CHARLES WATTS, 

JOHN E. REMSBURG, 
THADDEUS B, WAKEMAN, 
MATTIE P. KREKEL, 
JAMES PARTON, 


BAMUEL P. Purnam, Sec., 
38 Clinton Place, New York. 
CHARLES B. REYNOLDS, 
Chair. Ex. Com. 


The Campaign Fund. 


Previously acknowledged............................ eee 


Robt. Seibert.................c ecce 1. 

J. P. Harris, Trenton, Tex., charter a 

Newark Liberal League, per A. Pionnie............. 4.11 
Total cdisscssvesvcacsccticcacsescessesasnccveess $8,494.74 


Prever Parp.— William Algie, $30. 
—— or 


Call for the Tenth Annual Congress. 


To the Auxiliary Secular Unions and to all Oiti- 
zens of the United States and Canadas who 
support the Nine Demands of Liberalism : 


You are invited to attend the Tenth Annual Con- 
gress of the American Secular Union, to be held in 
New York city, at Chickering Hall, Fifth avenue and 
18th street, on November 11th, 12th, and 13th, and 
also on Sunday evening, the 14th, an address by Col. 
Robert G. Ingersoll, which concludes the Congress. 

Pursuant to a vote of the last Congress, notice is 
hereby given that the following amendments to the 
constitution of the Union will be acted upon: 1. To 
reduce the fee for life-membership from $25 to $10. 
2. Or, on payment of $10 by applicant for member- 
ship, to authorize the secretary to issue ten-year 
membership certificates, with all the privileges of 
life-membership during that time. 3. Whenever a 
man or woman has taken out annual membership 
certificates for three or five consecutiv years, such 
person thereafter on payment of annual-membership 


«fee to possess the privilege of life-membership. 


The Congress will also be called upon to consider 
measures for carrying on the work of Freethought, 
and securing the adoption of such laws by the various 
State governments and by the national government, 
as shall make the United States thoroughly Secular, 
and the repeal of all laws now on the statute-books 
which conflict with the Nine Demands of Liberalism. 

Local auxiliary Unions are entitled by the Union 
constitution to five representativs in the Congress— 
the president and secretary and three delegates. All 
charter-members and life-members, all vice-presidents, 
all chairmen of state executiv committees, are entitled 
to seats and votes in the Congress. Annual mem- 
bers are entitled to seats but not votes, except by 
permission of the Congress. 

It is hoped that every auxiliary Union will send a 
full delegation to the Congress, and that every Free- 
thinker in the United States and Canada, who can, 
will be present. 

Per order of board of directors: 

R. G. Ineersotz, President. 

Samus P. Putnam, Secretary. 
Covrrianpt Parmer, Treasurer. 
Cuares B. Reyyoups, Ch. Ex. Com. 
E. M. Maoponatp, Ch. Fin. Com. 


to — — —-——- 


An Appeal to Liberals. 


It is absolutely necessary to the success of the 
coming Congress that its sessions should be free. 
We want to 
make as grand and permanent impression on the 
public mind as possible. This Congress is of 
national importance. What is done here will be 
felt for years to come, It wil giv us a mighty 
impulse or it will be simply disaster, and every- 
one who wishes organized Freethought to triumph 
must lend a hand. We must hav the sinews of 
war. We must raise money for the expenses of 
this Congress by private subscription. We want to 
make no appeals to the Congress in session nor 
take up any collections. 

The expenses will be as follows: Hall rent, $375; 
speakers, $175; advertising &nd incidental, $100; 
total, $650. This amount ought to be raised by the 
Liberals of the country before the meeting. "Whether 
one comes or not to the Congress he feels an interest 
in its success, for no matter where he livs, how dis- 


` tantly, he will receive its benefit, its wealth of thought, 


and new influence for that which is dearest to his own 
mind. So I ask every Liberal to giv what he can—a 
dollar, or five dollars, or more, as his circumstances 


will allow. The amount can be easily raised if every 
Liberal will do his part. I also ask every Liberal 
society, if it cannot send delegates, to send some 
money. That is thenext best thing. That will help. 
Every society will be helped by the Congress, and so 
we ask its fraternal aid. The following generous 
contributions already made ought to stir every 
Liberal to be equally as magnanimous according to 
his ability. . I hope for an immediate response, and 
that 2 next week I can report the full amount 
raised: 


OONGRESS FUND. 
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Peter ‘Grandjean: ss. i ios eee reet eoe sevi eene d Yong 1.00 
Robert Wade... 1.00 
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PROGRAM OF THE CONGRESS. 
Thursday. 
At 9:30 A.Mw.— Opening of the Congress by Robert G. 


Ingersoll Report of Secretary. Report of Treasurer. Re- 
port of Chairman Executiv Committee. 

11 a.m.—Lecture by Charles Watts, First Vice-President, 
** Misconceptions of Theology.” 

At 2:30 P. .— Business session from 2:80 to 3 o'clock. 

At 8 e.m.—Lecture by J. H. Burnham, ‘‘ Philosophy of 
Religious Emotions." 

At 8 p.m,—Lecture by John E. Remsburg, ‘‘ Fathers of 
the Republic." 

Friday. 


Business session from 9:80 to 11 o'clock A.M. 

At 11 a.m.—Lecture by C. B. Reynolds, ‘‘ Persecution in 
the Nineteenth Century.” _ 

At 3 p.m.—Lecture by T. B. Wakeman, ‘‘ Liberty, Science, 
and Humanity.” | 

At 8 p.m.—Lecture by S. P. Putnam, “A New Heaven 
and Earth.” : 

Saturday. 

At 9.80 a.m.—Business; election of officers, consideration 
of resolutions, etc. 

At 3p.m.—Lecture by Mrs. F. C. Reynolds, ‘‘ Woman: 
Past, Present, and Future." 

Lecture by Dr. T. L. Brown, ‘‘ What We Think and What 
We Can Do.” 

At 8 p.m.—Lecture by L. K. Washburn, ‘“‘ The Popular 
Faith Criticised.” 

Lecture by E. A. Stevens, ‘‘ Liberty and Liberalism.” 

: Sunday mandi 
At 8 o’clock.—Lecture by Helen H. Gardener, ‘‘ Pülpit, 
Pew, and Cradle.” Address by R. G. Ingersoll, President. 
DELEGATES. 
Saginaw, Mion., Nov. 5, 1886. 
SEORETARY AMERIOAN SEOULAR UNION: 

At & meeting of the Auxiliary Secular Union, held in 
Saginaw, Mich., Oct. 31, 1886, the following delegates were 
chosen to represent the society in the Tenth Aunual Con- 
gress, to be held in New York city, in Chickering Hall, 
November 11th, 12th, 18th, and 14th, 1886: Ferdinand Gold- 
smith, Charles Moye, J. H. Burnham, J. T. Butterworth. 

‘Yours fraternally, J. T. BUTTERWORTH, 
: Sec. 8. A. S. U. 

Prof. Wm. Seymour, president of the Pennsylvania Secular 
Union, will attend the Congress to represent the state society, 
and anticipates meeting a goodly number of delegates from 
the local unions as representativ of the state at Tare. 

ALBANY, N. Y., Nov. 8, 1886. 

The following members of our society were appointed 
delegates to the Congress of the American Secular Walon 
J. J. McCabe, C. H. Luck, Wm. Dickson, W. H. Williams, 
Joseph McDonough. Yours truly, J. J. MoCanz. 

S. P. Purnam, Secretary. 
to 


For Mr. Reynolds’s Defense. 


A. G. Wineman......... $1.00[E. B. Folsom ............ 1.00 
Elias Gault............... 8.00;\Secularist ................. 1.00 
Geo. Wilson..... E .50C. L. Silverman......... 1.00 
Robert Barbour........ 1.00H. Merrick............... 1.00 
J. E. Coy.................. 2.00Jacob Gruenig......... . 1.00 
Charles Sach... S .65'A. G. Church............ 1.00 
J. Schaf......... 1.00)John W. Black......... " 9.50 
J. Hammond... 1.00 Thomas Black.......... 2.50 
J. M. Landeth............ 1.00| Albert Newbold......... 1.00 
William J. Nicolay.... .50 Chris. Wetherill......... .95 
Philip Imig............  1.00T. F. Wright............ . 1.00 
B. T. Brigg............... 1.00 J. S. Boulton............ . 1.00 
James F. Quigg. . 1.008. R. Wetherill.......... 1.00 
Frank Williams......... 1.00.Ed ward Ross............... 1.00 


-— 


Home News from Abroad! 
. JFromthe Boston Index. 

The American Secular Union, formerly known as the 
National Liberal League, will hold its Tenth Annual Con- 
gress at Chickering Hall, New York city, on November 11th, 
12th, 18th, and 14th. It is now pretty well understood by 
intelligent Liberals generally that this '' Union," since its 
new departure two years ago, has been '' run? wholly in the 
interests of & New York clique. This is common talk 
among Liberal editors and lecturers, who, however, are cau- 
tious about publicly stating the truth on the subject, prefer- 
ring, under the circumstauces, the policy of silence. The 
leaders of this ‘‘ Union” shrewdly manage to keep Colonel 
Ingersoll’s name at the head of their list of officers, and use 
it both to giv themselvs importance and to intimidate any. 
who are disposed to criticise the methods or the work of the 


aforesaid clique, 


-Custom House at $1,600 per year. 


Lectures and. Meetings. 


Tue supper of the Free Religious Association, in the 
Meionaon, 88 Tremont st., Boston, will begin at 6:30 P.m., on 
Thursday, Nov. 18th. There will be good music and 
speeches after 8 p.m., from Prof. Thomas Davidson, Col. T. 
W. Higginson, and other advanced thinkers. Reserved 
seats, $1, at the offices of the Jndex and the Woman's Journal, 
also at Ditson's, 451 Washington street. Admittance to gal- 
lery, 50 cents. All interested are invited cordially. F. M. 
Holland, secretary F. R. A. 


Tue efforts of Messrs. Pionnie and Marshall, of the Newark, 
N. J., Secular Union, meet with just reward. They hav 
succeeded in awakening interest among the people, and 
securing very large attendance at the weekly meetings of 
the society. On Sunday afternoon, the 7th inst., the hall 
was crowded. Mr. Reynolds writes: ‘‘ Although the air of 
New Jersey is not generally, by my friends, deemed promo- 
tiv of my general health, on account of the fidelity of Jersey 
Christians to their principles—to love their enemies—never- 
theless I felt it a duty to do all in my power to aid the noble 
band of workers for Freethought in Newark, and so ven- 
tured into the land of the Philistines.'. We had a most pleas- 
ant visit at the home of good Brother Pionnie, and at 3 P.M., 
repairing to the hall, found it filled with & most intelligent 
audience, who listened with pleased attention to my lecture 
on ‘The Bible, Whence it Came and What it Really Teaches.’ 
I sold about thirty copies of ‘ Blasphemy and the Bible,’ and 
could hav sold twice as many more if we had had them.” 
Mr. L. K. Washburn is the attraction for next Sunday after- 
noon, and thus a large and deliglited audience is assured. 


J. E. Remspure’s appointments, so far as arranged, are as 


follows: à 


New York, N.Y., Sat., Nov.18.|Dayton, [o S Sun., 19. 
Boston, Mass........... Sun., 14.|Cincinnati, '*......... Sun., 19. 


Salem,  '' ..........Mon., 15.|Greensburg, Ind....Mon., 20. 
Pawtucket, R. L.....Tues.,16.|Evansvile,  '* ...Tues., 21. 
Winsted, Conn........ Wed., 17.|Mt. Vernon, ‘ Wed., Thur., 
Bristol, * Thur., Fri., 18,| Fri., 22, 28, 24. i 
19. Greencastle, Ind., Sat., Sun., 
Northampton, Mass., Bat., 20.| 25, 26. 
Florence, *  fSun., 21.;Circleville, *" Mon., 27. 
Pottsville, Pa., Mon., Tues.,/Tetersburg,  '* Tues., Wed., 
Wed., 22, 23, 24. 28, 29. 
Scranton, Pa.......... Thur., 25.|Logansport, *' ...Thur., 80. 
Smithville Flats, N. Y., Fri.,26. Daleville, “ Fri, 81. 
Watertown; B Sat., Waterloo, ." Bat., Sun., 
un., 27, 28. an. 1, 2. 
Williamson, ‘© Mon.,29. Montpelier, O., Mon., Tues., 
Buffalo, ** Tues.,80.| Wed., 8, 4, 5. 
Youngsville, Pa., Wed., Dec. 1. Adrian, Mich........... Thur., 6. 
Connaut, O........... Thur., 2. Bowling Green, O....... Fri., 7 
Farmdale, ** Fri., Sun., 8, 5. Sylvania, EU Sat., 8. 
Kinsman, ‘ Sat., Sun., 4, 5. Berkey, INTE Sun., 9. 
Oil City, Pa. ............ Mon., 6.|Metamora, dr Sun., 9 
Hubbard, O...... .Tues., 7.|Laingsburg, Mich......... Mon., 
New Castle, Pa. .Wed., 8.; Tues, 10, 11. 
Tappan, Ovessecees. Thur.,9.\St. Johns, Mich...Wed., 12. 
Salem, MY each aes Fri., 10.'Fremont, “ Thur, 18. 
Warren, “ Sat., Sun., 11,Sand Lake, ‘ ..Fri, 14. 
12. Nashville, — ** ..8at., Sun., 
Elyria OTe Mon., 18.| 15, 16. 
Gallion, M sucess Tues., 14.| Hastings, * Bun., 10. 
Sidney, . “ Wed., Thur., Scotte * Mon.,Tues., 
Fri., 15, 16, 17. , 18. 
Springfield, O.......... Sat., 18. 


Mr. Remsburg has been obliged to decline all calls for lect- 
ures west of Indiana during this tour. Calls for lectures hav 
been réceived from the following? towns, which he will also 
be unable to answer: Houlton, Me.; Fairfield, Me.; Saco, 
Me.; Lowell, Vt.; Eden Mills, Vt.; Port Jervis, N. Y.; Os- 
ceola, Pa.; Center Belpre, O.; Kent, O.; McConnellsville, 
O.; Baltimore, Md. ` 

—— 9 — — —— 
Roman Catholic Education. 
From the New York Star. 

Three apparently bright young men totally failed in their 
civil service examinations for positions in the Custom 
House last week. The young men now lay their failure to 
the fact that they did not attend the public schools, but, 
being Catholics, they attended private Catholic schools, 


"where they were not taught thoroughly. One candidate who 


failed, a Mr. McCullough, was very indignant. When I 
asked him if he blamed the civil service examiners, he said: 

* No, sir; Ido not. I blame my parents for taking me 
out of our splendid public schools, where everything is taught 
through the normal school system, and where all the teachers 
are normal school graduates, and sending me to a school 
where I was taught more religion than geography.” 

“ Then you do not think the average Catholic church 
school is as good @ place for a boy to get an education in as 
our regular American public school ?? I inquired. 

“ Certainly I do not. I shall henceforth send my children 
to the New York public schools. Iam a Catholic, but I am 
not willing to cripple my children as I hav been crippled. 
If I had gone to our public schools, I would now be in the 
Instead I failed in my 
examinatien, and I go back to a menial place where I only 
make $600. No boy who graduates at the average Catholic 
school, where they hav old-fashioned books, old-fashioned 
systems, and solemn and shallow teachers, will be able to 
pass these civil service examinations. We Catholics are 
hurting ourselvs. We are laming our children. We are 
keeping ourselvs in the mud through ignorance when we 
could go to the public schools without money and without 
price, and fit ourselvs to cope with the rest of the world. If 
we want to take a place among educated Americans, we 
must quit all nonsense and go to American schools and col- 
leges." 
Mr. Bowman’s Epigrams. , 

Some think it is worse to go for the doctor on Sun- 
day than to kill a man on Monday. 

Some people think that the human race slowly 
came up from the Presbyterians. 

It is our opinion out West that Christ was nothing 


more than a good, square republican, 
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The “ Post-Mortem ” Issue at Des Moines. 


Doubtless the most important era in the history of 
orthodox theology occurred, but a few weeks since, 
at Des Moines, Za. This was in connection with the 
meeting of the American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions. It seems that for a year past 
Rev. Mr. Hume, one of the most scholarly and suc- 
cessful of missionaries, has not been returned by the 
committee to his foreign field. With him and his 
many friends the question is, Why? In a meeting 
held about a year since, at Andover, the Congrega- 
tional Mecca of heresy, Mr. Hume let it inadvertently 
slip out that post-mortem mercy is a growing hope 
with him and other missionaries and ministers. It 
seems that a happy, hopeful influx from the spiritual 
spheres is flowing into some of the orthodox. The 
prudential committee, doubtless overburdened with a 
stock of prudence, failed to recommend his return. 
Other good, learned, and progressiv men applied for 
appointments as missionaries. But because they 
hoped for future mercy to the “heathen” and the 
rest of “non-elect” humanity, their petitions hav 
been treated with a most significant silence. 

The advocates of the new departure, among whom 
are the two brothers Smyth, one a professor in 
Andover, are men of. undoubtedly high standing and 
rare ability. Ten years ago Prof. Edgar Smyth was 
rigidly orthodox. He believed in, and taught, eter- 
nal damnation for somebody else. Fortunately for 
him, this period of reflection has rendered him a 
more humane man. Since he would not like to be 
eternally damned himself, he practically applies the 
golden rule in not desiring the damnation of others. 
The way in which he goes about this is, not to force 
people to enter heaven through fear of hell, but to 
-destroy hell, the work of the “ devil.” We mean no 
reflection on the “ majority.” He would demolish the 
“lower house,” then surely there will be no place or 
prison for moral delinquents. 

Besides, if these broader men who are heterodox 
on the hell issue are not good and safe enough to 
preach to “heathen” of the orient, why let them 
preach to occidental Christians? Are not we Ameri- 
cans just as good as * the heathen Chinee ?" 

The most unfavorable feature of post-mortem 
eternal damnation, and which stamps it with a 
nature akin to vindictiv savagery on the part of those 
advocating it, is that they want it for somebody be- 
sides themselvs. If its exponents would simply 
state that eternal damnation is a moral necessity to 
them, and their strongest incentiv to well-doing, we 
should be thoroughly satisfied of their honesty. But 
to impose it upon others as of equal necessity is 
both irrational and uncharitable. They frankly 
confess that if there is a hope of probation beyond 
what is termed “death,” there is no use for mission- 
aries totheheathen. The primal motiv for prosecuting 
foreign missions is here conceded to be, not a desire 
to render the “heathen” wiser and better, thus leav- 
ing them to take their chances; but, through the in- 
centiv of fear, fostered by the horrible teaching of 
eternal damnation, to compel them to yield to eccle- 
siastical authority. 

Another consideration, probably the more potent 
just now, is the lucre lever. The home churches 
raise annually about $560,000 which they know not 
how to squander, unless they send it to the “heathen ” 
through the leakage of numerous missionary agents. 
If they do not cling with a deathlike grip to the 
time-honored superstition in question, this handsome 
sum will not be subscribed; or, if collected, will -go 
mainly to the Presbyterians, among whom is a solidar- 
. ity on the hell issue. 

Since they think the Bible is not definit on this 
mooted question of post-mortem probation, unless it 
grants the much “larger hope” to the members of 
the new departure, common humanity solves this and 
similar problems. The added light of spirit com- 
munications makes assurance doubly sure. “The 
light lighteth every man that cometh into the world,” 
either in this or some future world. Otherwise the 
Bible is not true. On this, we^much prefer the 
rational statement of the Bible. Jesus “fasted death 
for every man,” heathen and Christian alike. Sup- 
pose we work out this rich vein of Bible thought. 
Ask any man or woman of intelligence and humane 
feeling, Were it in your power, would you abolish 
eternal damnation and inaugurate probation after 
dissolution? The answer would be a most emphatic, 
Yes. Will an all-wise, good being do less? 

How can it be that Brahm 
Would make a world and keep it miserable? 
Since, if all powerful, he leaves it so 
. He is not good; and, if not powerful, 
He is not God. 

Is not this heathen god superior to the Christian 
deity? And since, as Prof. Max. Mueller holds, the 
god-idea at any specific period is the result of mental 
evolution, does not this conception of Brahm show 
that his devotee possesses a higher moral character 
Bm ihe Christian who desires to convert him down- 
wards? 


Would an affectionate parent rejoice to torture 


through all eternity his own child, when it is in his | 


power to do otherwise? Will Brahm do less to his 
rational creatures. than a man? This beautiful 
humanitarian view a8 a nobler inflowing from spirit 
realms, now rising to the surface of the turbid Con- 
gregational waters, creates no little commotion. It 
is useless to prophesy respecting its rosy future. 
The great, deep heart of humanity, having lovingly 
adopted it, will see its triumph through the crucible 
of test. 

It looks very much as though the enviable mission 
of enlightening and liberalizing the orthodox wing of 
the church had indeed been committed directly to 
the Congregational body. We hoped that it would 
hav proved equal to its exalted calling. But alas! 
For them to hav extinguished the flames of hell 
would hav been equivalent to quenching Christian 
enthusiasm for saving the souls of heathen. It 
would hav killed out the money-loving and money- 
getting spirit in the church, perhaps! Zoarorsts. 


Twin Relics. 

During the last twenty-five years much has been 
said about the “twin relies of barbarism.” Slavery 
and polygamy are the relics which hav received un- 
qualified denunciation. The very contemplation of 
human (physical) slavery is now abhorrent to a very 
large majority of the inhabitants of North America, 
and polygamy is exceedingly repulsiv to the normal 
feelings of civilized people. Slavery and polygamy 
are, indeed, twin relics of barbarism, but they are 
not the only relics. 

The American Board of Foreign Missions, after 
due deliberation, has decided that death ends proba- 
tion; that “ dangerous heresy” lurks in the bosom of 
the preacher who is inclined to admit that a heathen 
may possibly repent after death, and eventually 
breathe an atmosphere a little cooler than burning 
brimstone. And secondly, that no one can be saved 
who has not accepted Christ.  . 

Aside from the colossal absurdity of such a decision, 
uttered in this day of the world, and by a convention 
of men professedly intelligent, it is the very quin- 
tessence of diabolism. No fiend of Pluto’s regions 
could ever conceive a doctrin more revolting, more 
shockingly cruel, more infamously unjust. 

Now, let us briefly notice the late notable judicial 
proceeding in Chicago. To discover the spirit that 
animated the prosecution in the trial of the Anarchists 
it is not necessary to reéxamin the whole mass of evi- 
dence and carefully weigh the words of each witness. 
It is only necessary to observe the remarks of Judge 
Gary himself, before pronouncing the sentence. I 
giy a brief extract: “Upon the question whether the 

efendants or ary of them did anticipate or expect 
the throwing of the bomb, he said that it was a ques- 
tion not necessary to consider, because the instruc- 
tions to the jury did not go upon that ground, but 
upon the ground that they had generally, by speech 
and print, advised a large class to commit murder, 
and had left the occasion, time, and place to the in- 
dividual will, whim, and caprice of the individuals so 
advised, and that in consequence of that advice, and 
in pursuance of it, and influenced by it, somebody not 
known did throw the bomb. The crime was nothing 
less than murder,” etc. What a monstrous assump- 
tion! Are we living in a republic? Without stop- 
ping to argue the question whether the defendants 
did or did not, as Judge Gary says, “advise a large 
class to commit murder,” I want to ask how he knows 
that an unknown person was influenced in a certain 
way, or by certain means! It is improbable that any 
person of ordinary intelligence has lived in Chicago 
for the last two years without hearing some of the 
speeches, or reading some of the articles, of the 
Anarchists, but to assume as a positiv fact that a cer- 
tain murder must hav been committed by a person 
influenced thereto by the utterances of a few specified 
persons, and, on that hypothesis, to proceed to take 
the lives of those specified persons, is, to use the 
judge’s own words, nothing less than murder. For 
all Judge Gary knows, the bomb-thrower may hav 
been a person who never heard a word nor read a 
line uttered by any one of the defendants. The 
principle enunciated in the above-quoted paragraph 
i8 the most unspeakably inhuman, ferocious, damnable 
principle that ever blotted the record of American 
jurisprudenee. I call upon every lover of liberty, 
every man and woman who respects the Constitution 
of the United States, to denounce, suppress, deny, 
and defy that doctrin. It is a direct menace to free 
institutions, and has no place among a civilized and 
progressiv people. But this is not all, nor the worst. 
The promulgation of such a doctrin, from such a 
source, sanctioned by the authorities, will do more to 
create, intensify, and spread Anarchistic sentiment 
than all the speeches and writings of all the Anarch- 
ists and Socialists that hav ever entered Chicago. I 
hav no sympathy with crime, but when I see rank in- 
justice pervading our courts, high and low, and a 
gang of parasites’ living off the labor of others, the 
time seems to hav arrived when the emblems of lib- 
erty should be prostrated, and the scales of Themis 
be broken. Our so-called Christianity and law, of 
the Gary stamp, are twin relics of barbarism. 

N. G. W. 


Charles Watts’s Work. 


During the months of September and October I 
hav given forty lectures, and traveled nearly. four 
thousand miles. Among the places I hav visited 
are the following: Toronto and Hamilton, in Canada; 
Philadelphia, Pa.; Mount Holly, N. J.; Waynesburg, 
Pa.; Grand Rapids, Muskegon, Lowell, Hastings, 
and Kalamazoo, Mich.; Chicago and Wyoming, Ill., 
and Neillsville, Wis. In all those towns the elements ` 
for Secular propagandism are numerous, but in many 
of them organization is sadly defectiv. There is too 
great a lack of coóperation among Freethinkers, ex- 
cept when a Liberal lecturer visits their respectiv 
localities. The coming Congress in New York should 
stimulate more united action. Lecturing should 
be regarded as the precursor of consolidating the 
results of platform work. 

In Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, organized efforts 
hav done much, and considerable more could be 
done if all who profess Secular principles in these 
hives of mental activity would perform their fair 
share of duty in conducting the affairs of the local 
societies. Apart from the injustice of allowing such 
labor to fall upon one or two, there is the evil that. 
in the event of sickness or private business calling 
them away from the society for a time the advocacy 
of the cause is made thereby to suffer. Those who 
hav been emancipated from the slavery of superstition 
should resolve to do something toward freeing their 
fellows who are still in captivity. Mental indolence 
and disregard for the freedom and welfare of others 
ave violations of the great teachings of practical Sec- 
ularism. The true man livs not simply for his own 
comfort, but for the happiness and well-being of 
society in general. This is the very essence of Sec- 
ular philosophy. 

The beneficial results-of adopting this principle 
are manifest in Grand Rapids, Mich., where, through 
the Secular benevolence and activ service to the cause 
of Mr. D. A. Blodgett, Secularism has won a position 
in the public estimation which is as gratifying to 
every Liberal as it is serviceable to intellectual free- 
dom. Mr. Blodgett has set a noble example in striving 
to organize Freethought ideas, not only in his own 
town, but also in surrounding districts, and, no 
doubt, Michigan will ere long be the center of a 
great Secular propagandism. At all my recent lect- 
ures throughout the state I had crowded audiences, 
which increased nightly. Lucius C. West, of Kala- 
mazoo, who has so ably contributed for years past to 
Secular literature, is now arranging an extensiv tour . 
in the Northwest for me to commence in January. 

The gatherings at Chicago were not so large as 
one might expect, judging from the number of Frée- 
thinkers there are in the city. But for the persistent 
activity of Mr. and Mrs. Freeman and Mr. Stevens, 
very little would be heard of Secular work in Chi- 
cago. I found great excitement caused by the late 
verdict and condemnation to death of the Anarchists. 
I am no believer in Anarchy, for, in my opinion, it is 
wrong as a principle and foolish as a policy. Never- 
theless, I protest against the sentence passed upon 
the men in Chicago. That sentence was not the re- 
sult of a fair and impartial trial, but rather the out- 
come of the fever of prejudice and the passion of re- 
venge. If those men hav committed an error, to 
hang them is not the best method to achieve their 
reformation. Such a mode of “punishment” is a 
brutal legacy of a barbarous past, which the symbol 
of the cross has failed to destroy. I am no friend to 
any kind of physical revolution, or resort to violence 
to obtain reforms. This kind of advocacy might 
hav been justifiable in days gone by, but now we 
hav better weapons with which to fight our social 
and political battles. With the aid of the press, the 
pen, the platform, and the ballot-box we can conduct 
a more useful and dignified conflict than can ever be 
carried on in the throes of violent physical force agi- 
tation. 

Through the efforts of those well-tried Liberals, 
Messrs. Bailey and Cox, of Wyoming, Ill., some use- 
ful work has heen done in this hot-bed of orthodoxy. 
I recently lectured there three nights to good and at- . 
tentiv audiences. Threatenings of personal violence 
were hurled at me, and attempts were made to inter- 
fere with the order of the meetings, but, through the 
precautions of our friends, all efforts at disturbance 
were nipped in the bud. . 


I had a very pleasant time at Neillsville, Wis., where 
I spoke three times to audiences that increased in num- 
‘fers each meeting. Mr. R. Dewhurst, of the Neills- 
ville bank, is a genuin specimen of a fine old English 
gentleman, although, perhaps, his excellent qual- 
ities hav been developed during the thirty years he 
has resided in this country. In him and his charm- 
ing family Secularism has warm friends and practical 
exponents. The local press gave very flattering 
notices of my lectures, and so successful were they 
that arrangements were at once made for me to giv 
another course in January next. 

All friends in the West or Northwest requiring 
lectures early in the new year will please forward | 
their applications as soon as possible to Lucius C. . 
West, 105 East Main street, Kalamazoo, Mich. ` 

P CzuaRLES WATTS. 


_ Catholics,-who manifested much interest. 
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J. L. Andrew in the East. 


Since New Jersey has become noted for arrests for 
blasphemy, the readers of Tux Terura Szexer will, 


' perhaps, be interested in the general condition of 


Freethought in that state. The first appointment for 
me to lecture in that state was Boonton, the city that 
two generations ago was noted for its noble advocacy 
of abolition, and recently for the arrest of Mr. Rey- 
nolds. I. gave three lectures there.. The audiences. 
gave very respectful attention, although it ‘was 
whispered that another arrest would follow the lect- 
ures. I am not very easily terrified by religious 
threats, so it made no impression on me. Each of 
the lectures was attended by a fair sprinkling of 
Perhaps 
the Christians were afraid to hav more than one 
‘blasphemy case at a time. As an offset to what I 
had said on the influence of Christianity on human 
conduct, the editor of the Bulletin inserted a story 


- in his paper concerning a rich Infidel whose fears of 


being robbed were allayed by his host reading the 
Bible and praying before retiring. The effect on the 
Infidel was such that he soon after renounced his un- 
belief and became a Christian. 
school story, taken from a Sunday-school paper. The 
lesson was that Infidels are wrong in robbing society 
of those influences that restrain men from crime, and 
that religion makes men good. After what had hap- 


. pened, when Mr. Reynolds was insulted and arrested, 


and one of the oldest and most respected citizens was 
threatened with a “ducking” in the canal by the 
most religious people of the place, I do not see how 
the editor could boast of the restraining influence of 
religion. cas 

From Boonton I went to Newark, where arrange- 
ments were made for two lectures. Newark has one 
of the most interesting societies it has ever been my 
pleasure to address. And I think I may say that I 
hav never addressed a more intelligent audience than 
the one in that city. A most amicable feeling seems 
to prevail among even those of the most extreme 
views. ltisunnecessary to say that no Liberal society 
can be prosperous where there is a feeling of intoler- 
ance toward those who happen to differ with us. 


Jobstown was the next place where arrangements 
were made for lectures. Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds hav 
lectured there, and the few live Liberals in that vil- 
lage hav shown ‘their zeal and intelligence by pur- 
chasing a library that is an honor to the place. The 
actual worth of the library is not less than one hun- 
dred dollars. While the element of sociability is in- 


. dispensable in our work, we cannot too strongly ad- 


vocate the use of the best literature. The cause of 
Liberalism is preéminently the cause of intelligence, 
of science, of humanity, and we cannot too highly 
esteem the perusal of advanced literature. One of 
the greatest impediments in our work comes from the 
supposition that Infidelity consists simply in theo- 
logical refutation rather than in that building up of 
the individual and of society that is caused only by 
lofty thinking and deep feeling. The Liberalism that 
is satisfied with theological dispute is destined to be 
short-lived. The great demand of the age is for 
something that satisfies the unbiased intelligence of 
man, and nothing can more successfully meet this de- 


-mand than literature and science. 


From Jobstown I went to Vineland, where the 
Unitarian church was secured for the lecture on 
“Liberty and Law.” Many years ago Vineland was 
one.of the strongholds of Liberalism. But now it is 
a fossil. Two causes hav brought about this state of 
things—emigration and dissension. It is very dif- 


. ficult for a Liberal speaker to get a good audience in 


that city. About fifty persons assembled to hear the 
lecture. One of the editors noticed it by saying 
that “the speaker handled his subject with consider- 
able ingenuity.” E 

I next lectured before the Friendship Liberal 
League of Philadelphia, one of the most reliable 
Leaguesin thecountry. The first lecture called forth 
considerable discussion, as it was in relation to the 
jurisdiction of civil government. One or two favored 
Anarchy,'and the rest pleaded for some form or other 
of authority. For my own part, I hav never yet seen 
any principle by which Anarchy could be justified. 
Just as surely as the law of cohesion exists in all 
matter, so does the law of government exist in all 
mankind. And our highest aim consists, not in at- 
tempting to destroy governmental authority, but the 
abuses which hav surrounded it, and thus insure pro- 
tection to all . 

For the last three years I hav been carefully ob- 
serving the condition of Liberalism throughout the 
country, the causes of its comparativ non-success, 
and what might probably be conduciv to its perma- 
nent prosperity. It seems to me that the most suc- 
cessful method of collecting all our forces and using 
them to the best advantage is to hold conventions in 
those states that are strong enough to support them. 
I suggested this to the Liberals in New Jersey, and 
the plan was commended by all those to whom I 
spoke concerning it. I suggested that a convention 
be held in a city where there is a Liberal society, and 
Liberals from all over the state attend and devise plans 
for the dissemination of Liberal ideas. I hope that 


This is a Sunday-: 


the Freethinkers of New Jersey will agitate this and 
arrange for a successful convention nextyear. Penn- 
sylvania has already adopted this plan, and with wise 
management will be successful. There are only. 
three states in the West where I think it is possible 
at present to carry out such a plan: These states. 
are Kansas, Illinois, and Iowa. There are thou- 
sands of well-to-do, activ Liberals in each of these 
states, and if they would agitate the question and 
cooperate for its success they could soon effect de- 
cided changes in their respectiv communities. It is 
too late to attempt any such thing for this year, but 


there is ample time to create an interest and accom- | 


plish the desired object for the next and succeeding 
years. .When we remember that all religious bodies 
hold their conferences, etc., and that through such 
means their body is strong and effectiv, it surely 
should be an inducement to us as Liberals to adopt 
similar plans for the attainment of our purposes. 
The haphazard plan by which the great principles of 
freedom and of science are made known to the peo- 
ple by the Liberal party of America is a proof of 
either a lack of true cooperativ purpose or of true 
executiv ability. When we realize that Liberalism is 
synonymous with all civilization and advancment ; 
that it includes whatever is grand or great in human 
life, then, perhaps, there will bea proper awakening 
to the duties of the hour and an appreciation of our 
opportunity. J. L. Anprew. 
Ft. Scott, Kan. 


SS 
W. S. Bell in Texas. 

I hav been nearly & month in this state, and hav 
been as busy as my health would permit. They hav 
a disease down here called the dengue, which is a 
terrible nuisance, as one does not get credit for being 
ill when he feels worse, probably, than Job did when 
covered with boils. l 

My first lecture was given in Dallas before the 
Secular society of that place. The meeting was held 
in: the Opera House, the ‚best place in the city. 
Among the most prominent and activ Liberals of this 
city are Messrs. Geo. Cretien, John Jackson, H. B. 
Bristol, Dr. McKay, G. W. Fleming, Allen Johnson, 
W. J. Johnson, and Alfred B. Westrup. 

From Dallas I went to Waco, the home of J. D. 
Shaw, whom I met, with many others of the same 
stripe there. Mr. Shaw has a good following here, if 
it be proper to say that Liberals follow anyone. 
Everybody that reads Tue Trora Szzkk& knows 
something about the Waco Liberal Hall. The Free- 
thinkers of that place hav occasion to be proud of 
their hall. Mr. Shaw givs a lecture every Sunday 
evening to a large, aitentiv, and intelligent audience. 
I had the pleasure of addressing his society one 
evening during my short stay in the city. At Temple 
I was prostrated with the dengue, but did not giv up 
my lecture there. Mr. Shaw came down to see the 
town and talk up the interests of the Independent 
Pulpit. It was a good thing for me and those who 
came out to hear me, for I had to cut short my talk 
and call upon him, as I found myself scarcely able to 
stand up. I was kindly entertained here by J. B. 
Nunnally and wife, who did all they could to alleviate 
my pains and aches. I made the acquaintance of Mr. 
Ford and wife and other good Liberals. Dr. L. J. 
Russell, of Heidenheimer, introduced me to the audi- 
ence. It will be remembered that in 1875 he was 
decoyed from his house and whipped by masked 
men, because he was an Infidel. But the day for 
whipping Infidels is past in this state. Liberal 
views are spreading very rapidly all over the country. 

.From Temple I went to Belton, and had the 
pleasure of talking to a splendid audience. I made 
the acquaintance there of Dr. Talley, A. J. McDaniel, 
Henry Clay Smith, and many others. A good Liberal 
society can easily be established here if some will go 
ahead and get it started. 

My next place was Norse, where I gave two lectures 
to full houses. T. Theo. Colwick is the most activ 
Liberal in this region. He met me at Clifton, eight 
miles from Norse, and brought me over the rough 
country in the night, getting lost once or twice before 
we reached the lone light in the lone store at Norse. 
I was introduced to Mr. E. A. Rolen and Mrs. E. H. 
Rolen, his mother, a lady of most pronounced Liberal 
character. My short stay was made very pleasant in 
this family. Mrs. Rolen has been an invalid for 
years. She says a good God would not keep her in 
pain so long, and if she could get redress she would 
sue him for damage. 

Mr. Colwick took us in his carriage from Norse to 
Meridian, a distance of twelve miles, over as rough a 
country as I hay seen anywhere in Texas. I spoke in 
the school-house at Meridian to a hastily collected 
audience, and was entertained by Judge Greer and 
family. Next day, Sunday, October 24th, Mr. Colwick 
carried me eight miles further,.to Morgan, where I 
was advertised to lecture in the evening, but a heavy 
storm coming up just at the time we were about to 
go to the hall, the lecture was postponed. The activ 
workers in the Liberal ranks here are Moses Miller, 
Mr. Paschal, Hiram Snodgrass, Mr. Erickson, and 
Dr. Bateman. 

At Walnut Springs I had avery large audience. 
The orthodox turned out strong, and after I had 


[d 


finished my lecture they called upon a young man 
who is underwitted and who had quite recently been 
released from jail, where he had been on the charge 
of horse-stealing. I made no reply to the rowdyish 
tumult that his speech created. If orthodoxy is con- 
tent to set up as its representativ an idiot and horse- 
thief, I suppose I shall hav to submit. 


About the first of December I shall visit Wichita, 


Kansas, and probably remain several weeks, giving 
Sunday lectures under the auspices of the Secular . 
Union. 


W. S. BELL. 
Ft. Worth, Tex., Oct. 27, 1886. 


e 
Mixed Pickles. . 
A Milwaukee pulpiteer opened his mouth a few 


Sundays ago and astounded the world and the rest 

of mankind with the utterance of words of rare wis- ° 
dom that floated out from his lips. 
and inspired burst, so to speak, he told his astonished 
hearers that “all things work together for the 
good of them that polarize toward the totality of 
things.” 
axis and having revolutions and things for millions of 
years, and this is the first we hav heard how “ things 
work together for the good” of certain persons, and 
had to learn it from a Milwaukee pulpiteer. 


With a sudden 


And here the world has been working its 


Why 
couldn’t this thing hav been known thousands of 
years ago? Why—but there—why mourn over the 
was not when we hav the is? Sufficient unto the 
evil of the was not is the is of the now, as I look at 
it; and if the reader doesn’t understand this propo- 
sition he is more obfuscated than the writer, who, 
however, suspects there may be more in it than he 
could dream of in his philosophy. 


“The earth is fairly breaking out with oil wells,” 
was an editorial line in one of our papers the other 
day. A day or two later a correspondent bobs up 
serenely and wants said paper to “admonish the in- 
habitants of the earth to prepare for the end,” saying 
that the “oil wells breaking forth all over the earth 
signify the final burning according to the prophecy,” 
when all things will be done brown, of course. He 
signs himself “ R. 8.”—Really Scared, probably—but 
I say to the people in general, don’t get scared your- 
selvs, for there is no danger with the Standard Oil 
Co. doing business at the old stand. This great ab- 
sorbing, monopolistic cormorant will gather all this 
oil in long before enough collects in any one spot to 
warrant touching off for the grand and universal con- 
flagation, prophesied by some pot-bellied priest of 
old, who never dreamed of the great absorber, the 
S. O. Co. 


Some woman (name forgotten), writes to the 
World to say that New York and Brooklyn are soon 
to catch a quake beside which the Charleston affair 
will rank as a very small potato, which the Lord has 
arranged to bring about in order to rally the sinful 
inhabitants of said cities around his flag of righteous- . 
ness, which rally nothing short of an earthquake will 
precipitate, it would appear. This woman has got 
the “tip,” I suppose, and the sinners of the cities 
named had better stand from under—in fact, had bet- 
ter go to camping-out at once. It will be a bang-up 
quake, no doubt, and if the sinners and goodies do 
not all go to camping-out, thousands upon thousands 
of lives will be lost in horrible slaughter, which, 
from Bible accounts, the Lord is equal to inflicting 
on the creatures he made (?). As quakes are no re- 
specters of persons, it is not unlikely that many of 
the godly will be caught in the first shock of matter 
and wreck of cities with the ungodly, which would 
seem to be rough on their kind. However, as they 
are booked for “ glory," they will be al right, albeit 
the manner of their taking off will be sudden and un- 
pleasant. But how about the slaughter of the un- 
godly? "They will go to the “pit,” of course, while 
& very much larger number of their kind, who shall 
escape the crash, will be booked for immortal joys, 
having been warned by the quake to seek the heav- - 
enly “cover.” How beautifully fair is this in an 
eminently just God! He kills half the population of 
a city that he may gather in, through fear, the other 
half of his fold, when he could gather them all, in if 
he saw fit, without enacting any horror. What an 
altogether lovely and merciful God, eh? I hope this 
woman and others of her ilk enjoy themselvs in wor- 
shiping such a merciful God! In the mean time, 
pending the coming of .the quake, I notice no great 
movement heavenward on the part of our citizens, 
who are probably “taking the chances,” hoping to 
escape the calamity when it does come, rushing then 
into the arms of the Lord. The God that recruits 
his armies by the aid of earthquakes is a brilliant 
strategist, I think, though a bloody one. But then 
the Christian God and Christian religion without 
blood would be of a milk-and-watery order, as it 
were; altogether too insipid for Christians. If the 
earth quakes hereabouts she will quake, and we can’t 
help ourselvs, nor stave it off with any amount of 
prayer; and it is much more consoling—if there is 
any consolation about it—to believe that nature is 
getting in her work, rather than that an imaginary 
angry God is doing the horrible business. 

'&i Suoxom, 


Ua 
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Religious Campaign Stories. 

In Tae Teruras Szexer of October 16th we noted 
the indorsement by Mr. Talmage, of Brooklyn, of the 
Christian campaign story about a man in Lima, Ohio, 
being struck down by the Almighty because’ the man 
flourished a knife toward the sky and dared the Al- 
mighty to descend. H.seems—that-the-editer of “thé 


M apu keane EE TE TAAA 
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1 Bob ove-this-story: 
2 ethe ponewmue a “reporter to interview 
Mr. Talmage concerning the unusual phenomenon. 
Mr. Talmage was asked fora circumstantial account 
of the blasphemer who was miraculously burnt to 
death, and his response was as follows: 


“ I appreciate the desire ‘for further details in the matter, 
and I purposely avoided locating the event, and the reasons 
that actuated me then imyel me now to keep the affair from 
the public. Such-an event is a terrible thing for the family 
and friends of the man who was punished, and it was out of 
consideration for them that I omitted to'state where the scene 
waslaid. 'Thatit is strictly true, however, I hav conclusiv 
evidence. Iforget just how it was brought to my attention. 
I heard it reported by somebody or got my first information 
from a private letter, Í cannot say which, but I am inclined 
to think it was the letter, But no matter. Iaskeda trusted 
friend of mine to investigate for me, and he did so. Some 
correspondence ensued,‘which he turned over to me, and 
from it I am assured that the affair did actually and exactly 
take place as I described it. I hav the correspondence still, 
but I think I had better keep it to myself.” 


In Taz Trura SEEKER of September 18th we re- 
printed from the Globe- Republic, of Springfield, 
Ohio, the weird tale of. Some imaginative reporter, 
from which Mr. Talmage obtained the material for 
his assertion. It was said to hay occurred in Mercer 
county, near Lima, Allen ` county, Ohio, and the vic- 
tim of the Almighty’s wrath was said to be Sylvester 
Redyan.\ The whole-story-is. a fabrication. from. bs 
ginning fo end, and is known to be such to ovary 
intelligent person in the country. But here is Tali 
mage, thé most prominent Presbyterian minister in; 
the country, not only telling it from the pulpit, but: 
vouching for its truth on the authority of a “ trusted! 
friend " who investigated it, from which investigation; 
Talmagé knows it “did actually and exactly take’ 
place ad" he -“ described itj. 5 NOE 

Had/not Talmage vouched: ‘for its truth, the story 
would/ hav been worth no; further thought. And 
were fit not,” that he is the, biggest preacher in the 


. Pres yterian church, his indorsement would not be 


worth considering. But ag he positivly asserts that 
e story i is true, we may B ieee be pardoned for 

wasting a little space uponjthesubject. Our readers 
wo recollect the details of the affair will remember 
that nthe substance of the story is as follows: 1. Red- 
yan ‘lived in Mercer county. 2. His place was one 
and one-half miles east of Lima, which is in Allen 
county. 3. That the neighborhood is thinly settled. 
4. That Redyan was sitting at thé mouth of a cave 
when stricken. ‘These are the important details that 
locate the affair, and are told with much circumstan- 
tiality in the account from which Talmage derived 


> | birds’ nests, coon-hunted, and go 


in Allen county, Ohio, and, Lima is his old home. 
“I know,” he writes, "almost every fóot of ground 
for thirty miles around. ^I hay hunted, fished, robbed 
‘sparking all over 
that country.” From Mr. ae letter we further 
dérive the following facts: ercer county does 
not touch Allen county, and Redyan could not liv in 
the former county and be within a mile and a half of 
Lima. 2. _One and one-half: miles east of Lima (where 
Redyan is said to hav lived) is located the fair ground 
and a Mr. Roberst’s farm.: 3. That, so far from 
the neighborhood being thinly settled, it is just the 
contrary. Lima, Ohio; is a city of some twenty thou- 
sand inhabitants, and. it is slightly improbable that a 
wilderness should extehd to its gates. 4. There is 
no cave anywhere in thé.gounty that Mr. Redyan 
could hav sat in, Me DONOR fiske thatwhen 


ér letter in our possession is from the post- 
master of Lima, addressed to J. S. Lichty, of Wilsey, 
Kansas. -Mr--hichty” "BRW--the--story-.goine--around; 
and,-being-of-an-inquisitiv- nature;-went-to-headquax- 
ters for his inforinatiot---The postmaster of cue 
wrote him as follows: A 

“ The story is false fr m beginning to T No 
such man ever lived th this part of the country.” 

That seems to settle the matter, so-far-asto Js 
alleged miracle, but what Shall ¡we say of Talmage for 
his brazen effrontery, and unserupulous falsehood to 
the Sun reporter? Think of the moral rottenness of 
a minister who can say that “I am assured that the 
affair did actually and exactly take place” when the 
affair never took place at all!: If he has any corre- 
spondence upon which he based his belief, he will do 
well to produce it, else an incredulous world will be 
inclined to think the letters are all in his own mind. 

This absurd tale is also being used by the Chris- 
tians of England. Saladin, via the London Secular 
Review, sends the following request : 


** By this post we send letters to E. M. Macdonald, Colonel 
Ingersoll, Helen Gardener, and J. E. Remsburg respectivly, 
to take a crowbar and see if they ean detach and send us, 
packed in ice, a small portion, say à thumb or a great toe, of 
the igneous Mr. Redyan. The winter is coming on, our 
office is a cold one, and the profits from the Secular Review 
are not sufficient to purchase coals; so into our grate we 
should like to stick Mr. Redyan’s great toe, and, by its heat, 
boil our editorial kettle and cook our vesper tea. If we could 
only get an arm of Mr. Redyan, it would save us coals for 
the steam-engin which propels the printing machine on which 
we print off this journal for the glory of God and his Christ. 
In this appeal our principal rcliance is upon the kind heart 
of Miss Helen Gardener. If she could send us only one fiery 
leg of Mr. Redyan, she might depend upon her next book 
being favorably reviewed by us.” | 


So far as we are concerned, the request must be 
referred to the Rev. T. DeWitt Talmage, Presbyte- 
rian preacher of Brooklyn, N. Y.: As Mr. Talmage is 
the only person in the United States who knows that 
the affair did actually and exactly take place, he is 
the only one who can find one of the late Mr. Red- 
yan's fiery femora over which the vesper tea of Sal- 
adin may be boiled. When the latter receives it, he 
may cable a receipt to Mr. Talmage at our expense. 

POSTSCRIPTUM. ` 

To tae Rev. T. DeWrrr Tatmads, Brooxtyy, N. Y., 
Dear Sir: As the most prominent Presbyterian in 
the country, you hav stood sponsor for the most 
brazen falsehood of the times. The story of a man 
being cut down by God which you repeated in your 
pulpit is a lie, and we challenge you to prove it other- 
wise. If you can do this—if you can prove that God 
killed a man for flourishing a knife at the sky; if you 
can prove that smoke poured from the blasphemers 
mouth and nostrils; if you can prove that he lay dy- 
ing for days, while nobody could go near him; if you 
can prove that all this “did actually and exactly take 
place," Tue Trurs Seeger will make you a present of 
one thousand dollars. 

This offer is made you for the purpose of perma- 
nently correcting the habit Christians hav of lying 
about alleged blasphemers. If God struck this man 
dead for blasphemy, he did it as a warning to others, 
and it is your solemn duty, as a faithful servant of 


will the people say of the effrontery of the minister 
who vouched for its truth? You must accept this 
challenge or you must acknowledge, once for all, that 
this story, a8 well as all similar alleged visitations of 
divine wrath upon blasphemers, is but the menda- 
cious invention of stupid piety. 
Very truly yours, Tux TRUTH SEEKER. 
— —49-8-99————— ——— 


Freethought and Freemasonry. 


A case of great interest to Freethinking Masons: 
has just been decided at Helena, Montana, and one of 
the most outspoken Infidels in the territory is still 
retained in the Montana Grand Lodge as a member 
in good and regular standing. 

In 1885 O. B. Whitford, of Butte, wrote and pub- 
lished two small pamphlets entitled respectivly, 
* Bible Fabrications Refuted," and ‘Christianity a 
Reward for Crime.” For writing and publishing 
these Mr. Whitford was “indicted” by the Lodge. 
The indictment was for issuing “profane, blasphe- 
mous, and Infidel pamphlets,” which the complaining 
committee alleged constituted an offense against Ma- 
sonry. The indictment was filed October 8, 1885. 

In justification of himself Mr. Whitford published 
another pamphlet, in which he argued that Masonry 
did not require one to be a Christian, or to believe 
the Bible, nor does it forbid him to expose the errors 
and absurdities of the Christian religion. Mr. Whit- 
ford was arraigned at Helena last month, one hun- 
dred and three members of. the Lodge being present. 
Mr. Whitford argued his own case, making the Chris- 
tian members very uneasy, but they attempted no 
reply. The vote stood fifty-three in favor of consid- 
ering the writing and publishing the pamphlets no 
offense to forty-two against that view. Eight mem- 
bers absented themselvs, not being willing to go on 
record in the case. - l 

This is a triumph for Freethought within the Ma- 
sonic ranks, and indicates that .Freethinkers are in 
the majority in Montana. 


Mr. Reynolds and the New York. “Sun.” 


The New York Sun of November 1st contained 
the following editorial article: 


** We are surprised to see that Hfople of Morris county, in 
New Jersey, hav taken the pains to" procure the indictment of 
a strolling lecturer, named Reynolds, for denouncing the Bible. 
There may be an old blaspbemy law of the state which 
makes such a proceeding possible, but what is the usc of 
giving the fellow notoriety at the expense of the inhabitants 
of the county? 

**Of course, nothing could hav gratified Reynolds more 
than his arrest, with the prospect of a long trial, in which he 
could figure as a martyr to free speech, and so get an ndver- 
tisment that would make of him a curiosity that other fools 

might pay money to see and hear. With that view, appar-, 
ently, he has engaged Bob Inger soll for his defense, and’ 
next January, when his trial is to come off, he will be able 
to play the part of an important public character. 

“ In reality he is a creature.of no consequence whatever, 
and is not even singular in his hatred of the Bible and of the 
Christian religion. 'There are thousands of such blather- 
skites about, &nd. the publication of his indictment is 
likely to set their tongues wagging faster than ever. We 
may see them hiring halls all over the Union, and more espe- 
cially in the states with blasphemy laws, in the hope of 
courting prosecution, after the manner of Reynolds, by de- 
nouncing the Bible, as if it had done them actual physical 
injury. Some men of this sort are to be found even in the 
smallest community, where their vanity is tickled by the 
attention they receive, because they run counter to cherished 
objects of veneration, and in New York there are hordes of 
them. They flatter themselvs that it is a sign of intellectual 
superiority to oppose commonly received opinions, and to 
treat the beliefs of other people with contempt, and they are 
pretty sure to find fools enough to gratify their delusion, 
either by listening to them with open mouths or by taking 
the trouble to dispute with them, as if they were worthy of 
serious consideration. 

** Orators like Reynolds can do the Bible no harm, so far 
as the cause of religion is concerned. Accordingly, when 
Bob Ingersoll and his disciple go out of their way to speak 
disrespectfully of the Bible and get angry against it, there is 
no occasion for good people to be disturbed. Let them 
alone; suffer them to talk as they please, for it is not such 
as they who are the enemies of whom the household of faith 
has reason to be afraid." 


Evidently the writer of this is not acquainted iic 
the temper of some of the Christians of Morris 
county, New Jersey, If he were he would know that 


= 
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their blasphemy law is one of the most precious of 
their heirlooms from ancient times. All the noto- 
riety they would giv Mr. Reynolds, if they had their 
way, would bea star chamber trial-and the quietest 
possible journey to Trenton; and the gratification of 
Mr. Reynolds over his arrest consists so far in the 
fact that he is still out of prison. ‘For his liberty he 
is very thankful, but for that he. is indebted to Col. 
Robert G. Ingersoll, and not toa feeling of mercy 


implanted in the hearts of the Morristown Chris- 


tians by anything the Sun has said or is likely to 
Bay. ; 

Heretofore the Sun has been a stickler for “the 
rights of the poorest, humblest individual in the land 
as well as those of the richest and most powerful.” 
Much space in its columns has been well used in re- 
verting to the doctrins of Jefferson, and maintaining 
their sufficiency for a governmental basis. . More than 


: once has the Sun upheld the “ sacred right” of free 


speech in politics, and this abuse of Mr. Reynolds 
seems to be a sudden as well as great: departure 
from the policy heretofore supreme in its editorial 
The departure is as dishonest as it is great. 
There are; it is true, thousands of outspoken Infidels 
in the country, but they are not quite so loud- 
mouthed “ blatherskites ” as this writer for the Sun ; 
and many halls are hired for lectures, but the pur- 
pose of the lecturers is, not to get arrested for blas- 
phemy, but to enlighten the people upon- the wicked- 
ness of just such religion as inspires the author of 
this diatribe against Mr. Reynolds. We are not 
going to advertise the * consequence” of Mr. Rey- 
nolds. He is a gentleman widely known in respect- 
able circles, and if the editor of the Sun does not 
enjoy his acquaintance, the loss is not Mr. Reynolds's. 
What difference does it make, however, whether the 


injured and oppressed in this case be a small or a 


great man? The infernal principle of religious per- 
secution is at the bottom of the matter, and if the 
victim had been so illustrious a man as Colonel In- 
gersoll himself, the outrage could not be deepened. 
The Sun has shouted loud for the “sacred rights” 
of free speech—we now know with how much sin- 
cerity—but when a practical test is made, it is found 
on the side of oppression, and governed by the pitiful 
policy of expediency! How different from the conduct 
of the man it slurs as “ Bob” Ingersoll, who defends 
a man he has never seen but once or twice, because 
he believes in doing what little he can in defense of 
the liberty of speech, and because he thinks it the 
duty of all Freethinkers to do what they can to teach 
the world better than to decide metaphysical ques- 
tions by brute force! The editor of the Sun is not a 
Christian—unlesss recently converted—but who now 
will ever attribute such sentiments to him ? 

What a miserable spectacle it is—a great organ of 
democracy and freedom advising against a blasphemy 
prosecution because the victim is “a creature of no 
consequence!” Would the prosecution be right if 
Mr. Reynolds were a creature of such great conse- 
quence as the editor of the Sun? By the logic of 
our Jeffersonian organ, it would not only be right 
but commendable. Does the editor of the Sun be- 
lieve in blasphemy laws for creatures of great con- 
sequence, but none for creatures of no consequence? 
Why this discrimination in favor of the unknown and 
lowly? In this country there should be no classes, 
says the Sun ; and it goes further and says there are 
no classes. Yet here we find it making by implication 
two distinct classes, and a distinction with the differ- 
ence that one class is to be imprisoned for blasphemy 
and the other class to go free because of the personal 
insignificance of its members. When the Sun shines 
for all (at two cents per shine) it will pay to bea 
creature of no consequence. 

The spirit of this editorial writer is the meanest 
that ever moved a pen. Compared with him, the 
fanatics of Boonton are honorable men, and John 
Calvin was a moral hero. The Boonton Christians 
went about their work in as manly a way as their 


. pusillanimous natures permitted, and Calvin never 


gnufüed over his victims. This fellow has not a 
word in condemnation of the injustice of religious 
persecutions, and if expediency allowed he would 
probably cheer on the prosecution, and enjoy the 
agony of the victim. As it is, the prosecution is in- 
expedient, and should be discontinued, because the 
victim is of no consequence whatever ! 


If the Morristown courts only would agree with 


this fellow, Mr. Reynolds might rejoice over his 
: insignificance, "E ae 


. Irreligious London. 

‘On Sunday, November 2d, a census of attendance 
of the churches of London was taken. It showed 
that 400,000 persons attended the services in the 
morning and 410,000 at night. How many of this 
number were the same in the evening as in the 
morning is not given. One-half at least may be 
safely estimated. This would giv London a church- 
going population of 610,000 out-of a population of 
over four millions, or about one in seven, 

If church-going represents soul-saving—as the 
ministers allege—what a small harvest the Lord will 
get and what a large harvest the other fellow will 
glean! Theologians should apply at once to an 
architect to draw. plans for the enlargement of sheol. 
Perhaps St. John, the divine, might undertake to 


‘make the plans if paid the usual percentage on the 


cost of the job. 

What a useless lot the clergy are! Fifteen hun- 
dred years of activ service, with the power of the 
state to help, and only one in seven of the people 


can be induced to listen to them. 
———— — 4-89 — ——— —— 


The Society of Humanity. 

There has been in existence in this city for several 
years a Positivistic and Liberal Society, known as 
the Society of Humanity. Several years ago the 
Society held regular meetings, but of late years the 
organization has fallen into innocuous desuetude. 
About three years ago Mr. Harbel, & German gentle- 
man of humanitarian views, presented the society 
with & sum of money which, with the interest, now 
amounts to over ten thousand dollars. 

Last Spring, through the efforts of a few of the 
members, measures were taken to revive the society, 
and make it activly useful in humanitarian work. 
With this object the society purchased the building, 
No. 28 Lafayette Place, making a first payment of 
ten thousand dollars, the balance of the cost remain-. 
ing on mortgage. The building is 28 feet wide, 60 
feet deep, and four stories in hight. 

At the Jast regular meeting of the society it was 
voted to convert the parlor floor of this large build- 
ing into a Free Public Reading Room and Library, 
and also to hold regular Sunday evening lectures 
there. A committee was appointed to do the work, 
consisting of E. M. Macdonald, chairman; E. B. 
Foote, Jr., Charles Eckhard, James Morris, and Ed- 
ward King. The committee has been activly at work; 
shelves are already in position, and the furniture will 
be moved in as soon as the alterations are completed. 
The cost of this is about $250. The chairman of 
the committee has made an appeal to the Freethink- 
ers of the city, which, he is glad to say, is being gen- 
erously responded to, and the prospect for raising 
the amount is good. The following donations are 
thankfully recorded : 


Charles Eckhard....... $20.00; W. M. McLaury,M.D. 5.00 
J:0. M... -.. 20.00/M. Blehas........ .. 2.00 
R. B. M.... .. . $.00'Wm. Broadbelt. . 9.00 
N. F. How ..: 10.00J. D. Woolsey...... . 5.00 
H. Cohn................... 8.00] H. Corry Fowler......... 1.00 


The committee has invited Thaddeus B. Wakeman 
to deliver a series of four lectures before the society, 
beginning Sunday evening, November 21st. After- 
ward the engagement will be renewed, or other 
speakers secured, and it is proposed to make the 
Sunday evening lectures a permanent feature of the 
society's work. The Library will be open to every 
well-behaved person who chooses to avail himself or 
herself of the privilege, and Liberals from out of town 
will be most cordially welcome. The intention is to 
make No. 28 Lafayette Place a headquarters and a 
home for Liberalism. The work of the society is 
constructiv, scientific, and social, and is designed to 
replace the social attraction of the church and the 
Sunday-school, without any of theiri nonsense. The 
society's principles are entirely humanitarian, and 
all its efforts will be for the welfare of its members 
and the outside world so far as it can reach it. 

Briefly, that is the general program; the details 
the people who attend the first course of lectures will 
learn from the chosen speaker. Such work as the 
society proposes to undertake is a work that has long 
been needed to be laid hold of by some society in 
this city. l 

One of the writers in the ‘“‘ Letters from Friends” in this 
issue seems to think that the views of Mr. Joshee, the Hindoo 
writer of ‘Socialism in India,” are also the views of the ed- 
itor of Tug TRuTH SEEKER. It would be needless to say that 
the editor disagrees with almost every idea advocated in that 


them to understand it. We printed ‘‘ Socialism in India” to 
show the people here what a Hindoo thinks is superior to 
our civilization. The article represents Mr. Joshee only, 
and is not the expression of a Freethinker. 


A MISSIONARY writing to a religious paper complains that 
in one district visited a number of young men who had been 
baptized one Sunday morning were found playing base-ball 
in the afternoon. "They were probably exercising to prevent 
catching cold. 


——————— 


AT the recent Episcopal church congress in Chicago, 
Phillips Brooks was one of the strongest opposers of the pro- 
posed change of name of the church. His speech against 
the measure was so intemperate as to produce anger in the 
bosoms of those reverend gentlemen who favored the change. 
One of these gentlemen, upon reaching the open air, after 
hearing Mr. Brooks's address, is reported to hav exclaimed: 
* A strong man. Yes; and & good man, and an eloquent 
man; but, my! there are better churchmen than he in hell." 


We find the following among the ‘‘ Catholic Notes” of a 
Catholic exchange : 


“The Holy Name Society, whose object is the suppression of blas- 
phemy, is making swift progress in Newark. Bishop Wigger 
warmly commends the society to the faithful.” 


It seems to us that the Protestants are just now making 
* gwifter progress” toward imprisoning blasphemers in New 
Jersey than the “ Holy Name” society. The Protestants hav 
one man under indictment and awaiting trial, but we hav 
not heard of the Catholics arresting anyone. However, 
there is an Infidel Union in Newark, which meets every Sun- 
day afternoon on Halsey street, close to Broad street, that 
the * Holy Name” society can experiment upon. By great 
diligence the society may rival the unorganized Christian co- 
horts of Boonton. 


So NEUES 

Sam SMALL, the revivalist, is having trouble with a jeweler 
of Cincinnati. Mr. Small, it appears, while in that place 
purchased & diamond locket for his wife, a diamond cluster 
ring, two small watches, a lot of silverware, another gold 
watch and & chain, and another lot of silverware. On these 
purchases he owed a balance of some $330, for which the 
jeweler has sued him. Mr. Small’s first excuse for not meet- 
ing the note he had given for $150, and the balance of the 
account, was that “ Brother Jones,” his revivalist partner. 
had not settled with the managers of the camp-meeting near 
Lancaster, Ohio, and therefore he, Small, was short of funds, 
but would be flush in a few days. The next excuse Was a 
further ** stand. off” of the bill. The third excuse was that 
in trying to collect the debt Mr. Steinau, the jeweler, was 
blackmailing him. The matter goes into court, with a very 
black look for Mr. Small. * 


From Chicago the industrious reporters send back the 
opinion of Colonel Ingersoll as to the result of the election 
in New York. Mr. Ingersoll said: “I was for Henry 
George, and before leaving New York I paired, in order to 
save my vote. I hoped that George would be elected. 
He wants to do something. He stands for something. 
He represents a cause. He is perfectly sincere, and, in 
my judgment, he would hav made an excellent mayor. 
If the Republicans had acted wisely they would hav 
voted for George. They wogld hav beaten the Dem- 
ocracy. That is the first duty of Republicans. The 
means are only of secondary importance. If the Republi., 
cans had voted for George, the next president would be a 
Republican. It would hav demoralized the Democrats; but 
now the Labor party has no better feeling toward the 
Republicans than Democrats. A new party has been born. 
The sons of toil hav appealed to the ballot. It is the most 
potent of all weapons. Strikes and boycotts are of the past. 
Labor stands with & ballot in its hands, and with that 
weapon it will succeed. My sympathies are with the work- 
ers, and what little I can do I shall gladly do for them. The 
old parties must get some new ideas or they will soon be re-. 
garded as antiquities, fit only for political museums. The 
office-seekers must make terms with the workingmen or go 
to work themselvs.” While Mr. Ingersoll was in Chicago, 
Captain Black, one of the counsel for the condemned Anarch- 
ists, made strenuous endeavors to induce him to argue the 
appeal before the Supreme Court, with what success the 
papers do not report. 


AmonBisnoP PumnoELL, Catholic, of Cincinnati, O., took 
charge of sorne $4,000,000 belonging to the dupes of his dio- 
cese. This sum he was supposed to hold in trust, instead of 
which he applied it to the building of churches and parochial 
schools. When his embezzlement became known he went 
into bankruptcy, and one Mannix was chosen as the assignee 
of such property as could be saved from the wreck. This 
amounted to several hundred thousand dollars. Mannix’s 
bondsmen were John Holland, Charles Stewart, Michael 
Walsh, and George Hoadly, the Freethinking governor of 
Ohio. It now appears that Mannix is a defaulter to the 
extent of $250,000, and Judge Hoadly is the first among the 
bondsmen to tender his share of the loss from Mannix’s ras- 
cality, amounting to $62,500. The trustees of the Purcell 
estate accept the sacrifice, and a Freethinker pays the penalty 
of trusting in Christian morality. The affair is made all the 
more execrable by the fact that the Catholic church owns 
millions upon millions of untaxed property, and could indem- 
nify Judge Hoadly without feeling it. But will the church 
do that act of justice? There is no reason for believing that 
it will. The church of Rome never disgorges its ill-gotten 
gains. To save this six thousand dollars it will doubtless be 
satisfied to let the case stand on record as illustrating the dif- 
ference between Christian morality and the ethics of Free- 
thought. No illustration of this difference was needed, but 
if it shall open the eyes of a few dupes of Rome, Judge 
Hoadly’s sacrifice may do some good. But if Hoadly had 


article had it not been made apparent recently that there are | been the Catholic and Purcell the Freethinker, how it would 
a great many people who need a diagram of an idea to enable | hav made Rome howl! 
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Letters fram Sriends. 


JossTOWN, N. J., Oct. 26, 1886. 
Mz. Eprror: Inclosed find check for $9. 95 for the blas- 
phemy persecution and $2 to the Truth Seeker Company, on 
account of a subscriber. The amount is subscribed by the 
following persons: John W. Black, $2.50; Thomas Black, 
$2.50; Albert Newbold, $1.00; Chris. Wetherill, 0.25; 
Theo. F. Wright, $1.00; John S. Boulton, $1.00; Samuel 

R. Wetherill, $1.00. Sam. R. WETHERILL. 


: NEILLSVILLE, Wis., Oct. 26, 1886. 
Mr. Epnrrog: Mr. Watts was here a week ago, and deliv- 
ered three lectures to good-sized audiences. Mr. Watts is 
one of the best speakers in the Liberal field, and makes a 
very good impression, presenting his views forcibly. His 
manner of speaking does much to impress his hearers with 
the fact that he is in earnest, and the close, logical reason 
appeals to the judgment of his audience. We should like the 
Liberals of the Northwest to interest themselvs, and secure 

the services of Charles Watts during the coming winter. 
R. DEwHourst. 


` Norse, Tex., Oct. 28, 286. 

Mr. Epiror: We had the pleasure of two lectures here by 
the inimitable W. S. Bell, so we can now boast of having 
heard the ringing of the ''Liberty Bell” at Norse. On 
Thursday night, October 21st, he gave his lecture here on 
“ Liberty and Morality,” and on Friday night on “ Common 
Sense.” . 

Although it was a busy time with farmers, being in the 
midst of wheat-sowing, yet we had a full house both even- 
ings. Mr. Bell isa logical orator. His arguments are irre- 
sistibly convincing, and his humorous anecdotes are inim- 
itable and to the point. He shows up the absurdities of the 
orthodox doctrins of superstitious religion in a masterly man- 
ner. His lectures must be heard to be appreciated. 

T. THEO. Corwior. . 


Cn10460, ILL., Oct. 2, 1886. 
Mz. EprroR: I would judge from the article by C. L. 
Carter, M.D., that he is, as he says, & Freethinker from far 
back—but far back where? He says that the Anarchists 
certainly should be hung. Now, if he believes that the An- 
archists should be hung he believes in murder. I would 
judge that he was from far back in the church of that mon- 
ster who murdered his own son, Jesus, and commanded his 
servants to murder innocent men, women, and children. 
Again, the doctor sayg: '' The Constitution givs us all free 
scope to think." So it does; but, doctor, don't think too 
loud. The doctor also says, ‘‘ If they don't like our laws, 
let them leave the country." I say no, let them remain here. 
Our government is bàd, our laws are unjust; we hav a great 
many wrongs to right, and we-need all the help we can get. 

‘STELLA CAMPBELL, Atheist. 


Dospot: Irr., Oct. 25, 1886. 
Mr. Epiror: In the first installment of Mr. C. Watts’s 
essay on ‘Evolution and Special Creation,” published in 
THE TRUTH SEEKER Of a late date, he says: ‘‘ One thing is 
clear, which is that living things were made or came into 
existence, whatever the mode may hav been or the power by 
which it occurred, out of non-living matter." Is this true? 
If it is, then life must come into matter by special creation, 
for evolution can only unfold. that which has a potential or 
latent existence in it. But allotropism in the elements proves 
the eternal atomic self-motion of all matter. Chemistry fur- 
ther proves that the forces at work in inorganic are the same 
we see at work in organic matter. This Mr.-Watts admits, 
and yet believes in the existence of dead matter. Is it not 
. self-evident that life in matter is absolutely necessary to de- 
velop it into organisms? And when so developed it is 
simply cosmic life individualized, as the organism is cosmic 

matter individualized. Yours truly, J. Hoxz, M.D. 


Ansonia, Conn., Oct. 24, 1886. 
' Mr. Epitor: I see in TuE TRUTA SEEKER that the letter to 
Henry George did not receive the consideration due to it. 
Let me say a few words in regard to this. The land ques- 
tion, a8 put down by him, would simply be a return to the 
feudal system of owning the land, the very thing to be 
avoided, because it is the system on which kings and 
churches always stood. It was instituted when the Christian 
religion came into power by the popes. If any of the read- 
ers of this don’t believe it, let them read King William the 
Conqueror, of England, and the introduction of feudalism. 
I should think, if he studies the misery in England and Ire- 
Jand caused by this very system of ownership of land, it 
"would cure him of his craze. To break this has caused nu- 
merous revolutions in Europe and a Declaration of Indepen- 
dence in America. What would hinder the government giv- 
ing the land to its favorits under his system? It would be 
good if the government owned railroads, telegraphs, and the 
like. But land needs a division; there are too many large 
landholders already. But the clergy support him; they 
seem to know how to make their business secure. It seems 
absurd to me how any sane person can ask for such a thing, 
and others to support it. What in the world would hinder 
the clergy and such large landholders as would be so easy to 
create under his system putting up a king and making clubs 
trumps? The labor question lies in another direction. By 
the way, Powderly and his $5,000—what will the $1.50 man 
in the shop say to it? I hav heard some Knights of Labor 
say it was a shame, and so believe I. I thought it had been 
a gathering of sages. Can you tell me how it is that any 
labor reformer, doctor, newspaper man, scientist, clergyman, 
rich man, can believe the Bible and be honest in his belief? 
‘It puzzles me. Did the Freethinkers and readers of THE 
Truru ÑEEKER ever think of the two extremities the theo- 


logians manufacture and bang us eee: for instance, 


N. Post. 


Fort Worta, TEX., Oct. 29, 1886. 
Mz. Kong We had the pleasure of a visit here from 
Prof. W. S. Bell, who gave us a very interesting lecture last 
night. The Forth Worth Hvening Mail says of the lecture: 


Prof. W. S. Bell, of Chicago, gave a lecture last night at Daggett’s 
Hall to a good-sized and appreciativ audience. The subject was 
"Liberty and Morality.” The professor argued that as long as we 
were tied to party or sect we could not claim to be free men and 
women ; that we must hav the moral courage to express and stand 
by our opinions, whether they agree with the popular ideas or not; 
that we ought to do right for the love of right, and not on account 
of the expectation of a heaven hereafter; that the promis of a 
glorious future life was nothing else than a bribe, and that this 
teaching showed its bad effect all through the present social struct- 
ure. That the lecture was well received by the audience was 
shown by the frequent applause which interrupted Mr. Bel!. 

At the conclusion of the professor's discourse an association of 
Freethinkers was formed under the name of the Forth Worth Sec- 
ular Union, and the following officers were elected : F. W. Bradley, 
president: L. P. Root, secretary; and Charles Peters, treasurer. 
The Fort Worth Secular Union will hold its next meeting at Dag- 
getts Hall Sunday, October 3ist; at 1 p.m. 


As we are in the midst of an exciting political campaign 
we did not expect to see many turn out to hear Mr. Bell, and 
it was therefore an agreeable surprise to the lecturer and the 
friends who had invited him to Fort Worth to see such a 
large audience present. Dr. Broiles, the mayor of thé city, 
introduced Mr. Bell, who kept the audience's earnest atten- 
tion for over two hours. 

I believe that we will soon hav a strong Liberal organiza- 
tion here now that the ball has been set a-rolling. Twelve 
persons signed their names as members last night, and as 
many more promised to join us at our next meeting. 

Cuas. PETERS. 


heaven and hell ? 


Hastines, Miom., Oct. 25, 1886. 

Mr. Epitor: The Freethinkers of this place hav just had the 
pleasure of listening to three lectures by Mr. Charles Watts. 
The subjects were as follows: Saturday evening, ''Sec- 
ularism, Destructiv and Constructiv;” Sunday afternoon, 
“ Agnosticism and Theism; the Secularist’s Reply to the 
Question, Is There a God?" and Sunday evening, ‘‘ The 
Glory of Unbelief.” Although we had but a few day’s to 
advertise the lectures, Union Hall, which has a seating capac- 
ity of six hundred, was well filled on each occasion. On 
Sunday evening the hall was literally packed, although the 
churches were in full blast. It is a modest boast to say that 
Mr. Watts had four times the number of listeners of all 
the preachers combined. How long will it be before politi- 
cians and time-servers are taught to feel that Freethought is 
popular? Perhaps not till Freethinkers are better organized, 
and learn their numbers and power. 

At the close of the lecture on Sunday afternoon, Mr. 
Watts, as is his usual custom, gave an invitation for discus- 
sion. A young Baptist preacher in the audience, who was 
here undergoing the ordeal of a trial, preparatory for “ @ call 
of God” to pilot citizens of Hastings safely across the Sty- 
giau waters, and consequently feeling excessivly enthusiastic, 
with considerable flourish and display of bombast, indis- 
creetly stepped to the front, to be utterly demolished. He 
failed to take issue with the speaker on a single statement or 
argument, but proceeded to exhort the audience to ''stand 
up for Jesus," telling them that great intellects had believed 
in God, including poets, philosophers, and statesmen, nam- 
ing Shakspere, Longfellow, Daniel Webster, and all the pres- 
idents of the United States; that there was a desire in his 
breast to enjoy heaven, which he quoted the Bible to prove 
was to be the reward of the believer. After he had finished, 
Mr. Watts, in a kindly and gentle manner, and in a few words, 
pointed out where the young man had failed in his argu- 
ment; reminded him that the number of believers could 
never prove the truth of any system of religion; that if this 
were true, the verdict would hav to be given against Chris- 
tianity, as but a small proportion of the people of the world 
were Christians; that to desire a thing was no proof that we 
should ever enjoy it, otherwise all men would be rich, as 
there is a universal desire for riches; and that heaven, as he 
had pictured it, might be & very beautiful and pleasant 
place, but that he had given but one side of the picture; that 
if the Christian religion be true, there is a hell prepared for 
the devil and his angels, to which the great mass of human- 
ity are hastening. This little episode occurred to the great 
delight of the audience, and the ministerial gentleman took 
consolation in the expression that there might be some one in 
the large audience who agreed with him. When I observed 
the difference in the young man's manner before and after 
the discussion, I recalled the story told of the consolation 
given by an eminent divine to a young preacher under simi- 
lar circumstances, to wit, * If you had ascended as you de- 
scended, you might hav descended as you ascended.” 

Mr. Watts is truly a great speaker, and the minister who 
attempts to measure swords with him must not only be pos- 
sessed of the Holy Ghost, but be armed with knowledge and 
logic. The lectures were a grand success, and Freethinkers 
were delighted with Mr. Watts’s manner and ability. He 
should be constantly employed. Cuas. H. BAUER. 


PzovipExoz, R. I., Oct. 28,.286. 

Mr. EprroR: I wish it were possible to keep that brother 
of yours ‘‘ idling” the year round, if he would only write as 
interesting a letter to Taz TRUTH SEEKER every Week as the 
one in the Sept. 11th issue. I had anticipated it some time 
before it came, but was highly pleased when it made its ap- 
pearance, for I find that he had not lived entirely in vain. 
Speaking of the friends he met, ** Not only those who still 
walk the earth, but those who hav sunk back to that dream- 
less sleep from which they first awakened on this life,” it 
would appear from that there cannot be much superstition 
hanging about him; and it seems that there cannot be in any- 
one who will ‘ investigate,” taking science as a basis, and 


this world as a field to work in; for science has failed, so far, 
to discover any ghosts, spirits, or souls or their hiding-place. 
Some people think they hav “ investigated " when they hav 
groped around in darkness outside of this world, using faith 
and credulity as a basis until they hav worked themselvs up 
to a feverish state of mind by their imagination, claiming to 
see and know that which it is impossible for others to see 


and know that use their reason and are not blinded by: 


prejudice and fear. 
Not until humanity has been educated up to the idea that 
mankind hav sprung or evolved from the same source 88 


other animals, and not ''made for a higher purpose,” will . 


people stop believing in a world peopled with the spirits or 
souls of defunct humans, with their brothers, the animals, 
barred out, together with those that do not believe. 
Materialists are often asked how matter came into exist- 
ence. It is not necessary for the Materialist to go on and 
theorize about matter, as we are all aware that matter or 


‘material does exist; so that all the theory that may be put 


forth will not prove how matter first came into existence, or 
what it was or is destined to accomplish through evolution or 
otherwise; it is those that set up a theory that there is a sep- 
arate existence outside or independent of matter that ought 
to be obliged to explain and prove their theory, and to do it 
so far as to satisfy themselves before they should expect to 
make converts of Materialists. 

A great deal has been said pro and con about the Anarch- 
ists of Chicago. The cause of the workingmen of America 
has been set back several years by their pretended affiliation 
with the laboring cause. I sincerely hope that the friends of 
the Secular Union will not espouse their cause and thereby 
retard the forward movement of Secularization. I believe 
the Anarchists hav had as fair a trial as it is possible for any 
one to get in this or any other land that is governed by 
Christianized laws; therefore, it should be the duty of the 
Secular Union, instead of attempting to take up too many 
outside issues, to fight religion in all its forms, whether it be 
found in the administration of laws framed and passed by 
Christian legislators, and interpreted by Christian judges be- 
fore Christian juries, or whether it flows from the pulpit, 
rostrum, or public schools; or whether it crops out in the 
toadying form of a president kissing the Bible while taking 
the oath of office; or in the fawning and cringing manner of 
a master workingman who says his first ‘‘duty is to the 
church;" or in the debasing form of belief in some of the 
isms of the day; all of these must go, and that can only be 
done by the Secularization of society, and when that is fully 
accomplished there will be no occasion for Anarchism, So- 
cialism, or any of the kindred isms of the world. ` 

L. L. NozTBUP. 


FonzsrTPozr, N. Y., Oct. 20, 1886. 
Mz. Epitor: I hav been a subscriber for your paper only 


a short time, and perhaps I am too hasty in giving expression ` 


to my views. Let the deep interest I take in the subject of- 


truth seeking plead for my precipitancy. I find a genuin. 


pleasure in reading the articles of Watts, Peck, Reynolds, 
and many others, your own being generally among the very 
best—pointed, forcible, and luminous. But the pleasure is 
sometimes dashed with pain when I see attempts made to 
justify or palliate the doings of Anarchists. You plead for 
absolute freedom of thought and of speech, claiming that no 
one should be punished for unlimited indulgence in either or 
both. Is notthat going a little too far? 'To my mind free- 
dom of speech is not permissible further than freedom of 
action should be. If it is wrong to commit theft, arson, and 
murder, it must be equally wrong to advise others to do so. 
And, as I understand it, that is precisely what those Chicago 
Anarchists are to be punished for—inciting others to do what 
they were too cunning or too cowardly to do themselvs. 

I see no wrong in that. I can respect a man having the 
courage of his convictions—being ready at all times to do 
what he thinks ought to be done—but I hav no sympathy for 
a sneak. 

To say a man may be punished for throwing a dynamite’ 
bomb into a dense crowd in the streets of a city, while the 
persons who plotted, incited, and urged on the deadly work 
should be allowed to go free, is, in my opinion, not truth, but 
sophistry, similar in character to the ‘‘holy Christian doc- 
trin” that rejoices in sending swindlers and ravishers to 
heaven, while condemning the victims to the everlasting 
pains of hell for trusting to their protestations of friendliness 
and love. 

I had no intention to say a word upon this subject of 
Anarchism, nor take any part in the present discussion, until 
I saw in your last issue the first part of an essay under the 
heading of ‘‘ Socialism in India.” When I read that I felt 
that each of your readers was called upon to speak his mind, 
and let you know what he thought about it.. My opinion is 
that Socialism as foreshadowed in this essay is quite as bad 
as Anarchism; that each is founded upon misrepresentation 
and calumny, and that. honest, intelligent Freethinkers should 


hav nothing to do with either, further than to expose their . 


fallacies and warn our friends to keep clear of them. Some 
men of our party seem to think that, because Socialists and 
Anarchists are at enmity with the churches, therefore they 
must become useful friends and allies of ours. It is a great 
mistake. They are doing us far more harm than good. We 
are- held responsible for their misdeeds, and taunted with 
being advocates of their brutal theories. Every Anarchist 
outbreak and Socialistic manifesto that has startled the coun- 
try during the past year has been a serious set-back to the 
cause we represent. Everything of that sort that givs a 
shock to the moral sense of society is a real godsend to the 
preachers. They snatch at it with avidity, exaggerate, dis- 
tort, and paint it in colors to suit themselvs, for the purpose 
of showing their congregations that all who are outside the 
pale of the church are wofully bad already and constantly 
growing worse. It helps to draw public attention away from 


~ done? Better by far to hav Anarchy; and then I can defend 
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made by the priests and ministers of the Christian religion, 
and that is the rut of terror, for the sake of plunder. Now, 
why should we palliate anything of the sort? And if in the 
citation of any of these charges I hav erred, I stand ready to 
be righted, for I would not knowingly do any person the 
injustice of presenting a false charge. R. 8. C. 


East PonrLAND, Or., Oct. 20, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find an order for $1.75—$1 for the 
defense’ of Mr. Reynolds. I feel very deeply for him, be- 
cause, if I had been in New Jersey, I might hav been in the 
same fix. For the 75 cents send me “The Truth Seeker 
Collection." . . 

Mr. Editor, the usual belief among the people is that the 
editor of a paper ought to know everything. I will take it for 
granted that that is so, and shall ask you a question in nat- 
ural history. The eleventh chapter, twentieth verse, of 
Leviticus says, ‘‘ All fowls that creep, going on all four, 
shall be an abomination unto you.” If you will describe 
those fowls, or giv a picture of them, you will greatly oblige 
me, ag, between six-winged angels and four-footed fowls, I 
am entirely lost, and a description from you will help me 
out greatly. ` C. L. SILVERMAN. 


~ their own swindling operations of selling sermons and sacra- 
^ ments to their infatuated dupes. We could not please them 
better than by furnishing such texts for their Sunday dis- 
Courses. 
`. The Irish hav a proverb telling them, **"Tis better to trust 
the devil you know than the devil you don’t know,” and 
there is force enough in it to keep thousands of them nomi- 
nally attached to their church, trusting, or pretending to trust, 
their old acquaintance rather than go out to meet any of the 
new candidates for popular favor. Many of them, however, 
hav already attained that firmness of character that comes 
from self-reliance and self-respect, and, consequently, hav set 
up housekeeping on their own account, believing themselvs 
competent to manage their own affairs both as regards this 
‘world and the next; without aid or interference from priests 
or saints.either dead or alive. Many others would soon fol- 
low their example, if they could be assured that there was 
any real standing-room between the mother of superstition 
and the muddy pool of Socialism. i 
We know that there is plenty of room, a fair field, and 
adequate rewards awaiting the exercise of intelligent indus- 
try. And here is where the truth seeker ought to. go, keeping 
ahead of the crowd, and pointing out the direction we ought 
to follow. Truth cam never be put to better use than show- 
ing men how to lead decent and comfortable lives. 


Truth crushed to earth shall rise again, 

To ease a world of woe and pain, 

And terminate the ghastly reign 
Of hoary superstition. 

When honest nature, unconfined, 

Shall raise aloft the human mind, 

To grasp such thoughts as were designed 
To better our condition. 


SPRINGVILLE, Uran, Oct. 27, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: I wish to inform you that we hav $2 now 
for our friend C. B. Reynolds, and having been with friend 
H. S. Brooks lately, we concluded to see if a little more could. 
be raised, feeling that it was our duty to do something ac- 
cording to our ability to sustain those battling in the front 
line for our good in the cause of Universal Mental Liberty. 

Your advocacy of free speech, the outlet of free thought, 
we approve, and also your stànd to defend each and every 
one in this right. . 

We may be slow here in our work for the good of human- 
ity, but are not in a sleepy mood, as we watch, and expect to 
continue faithful so long as we read the grand and good old 
TRUTH SkckER—for which I must try and get at least one 
new subscriber soon; and if I don't succeed ‘‘I'll try, try 
again.” Luxe Wm. GALLOP. 


JEREMIAH O'BRIEN. 


Forr Manison, Ia., Oct. 26, 1886. 

Mr. Epniron: During the few months my husband has be- 
longed to the Truta SEEKER family, I hav read your most 
excellent paper with growing interest. © 

‘I am happy to say I never was a Christian, therefore I 
never hav had to climb out of the ‘Slough of Superstition” 
and “Bunyan Mud,” so aptly illustrated in Taz TRUTH 
Szzxzr of August 21st. We enjoy the illustrations very 
much. I think everyone of them is a sermon in itself. I 
truly hope they may accomplish as much good work as the 
many readers of Taz Trura SEEKER can desire for them. 

This is an orthodox town of the most pronounced type. I 
think there are not more than a dozen here who hav stamina 
enough to openly declare themselvs Freethinkers. There 
has never been, to my knowledge, a Liberal lecturer: here. 
The few real Liberals of this town would hail with delight a 
Liberal lecturer who would stir up the slums of orthodoxy, 
and open the eyes of the people to the beauties of Liberalism, 
and show them that the ‘‘God-inspired book” they hav 
swallowed so long is a mass of corruption. Oh! that Mr. 
Reynolds might “ cast a few pearls” before the *' swine” of 
Fort Madison. There are many men here who like to style 
themselvs Liberals, when they are out of hearing of their 
Christian friends, but they are afraid to say so openly for 
fear it would damage their business. Such men are worse 
than the most ignorant Catholic. Giv me a man who will 
say what he honestly believes, business or no business. 

I hav been an admirer of Colonel Ingersoll for several 
years, in fact, ever since I first began reading his lectures in 
1879. Ialso read a few copies of Taz Tnuru SEEKER about 
that time. I had the pleasure of hearing both Colonel Inger- 
soll and Mr. Remsburg in Grand Rapids, Mich., where I 
lived until about a year ago. I was glad to learn that Mr. 
Watts had been turning the ministers of that place over again. 

Grand Rapids is a splendid city, and there are many noble 
Liberals there, but there are also many more who hav never 
beheld the dawn of reason, and many who, perhaps, never 
will. à Mrs. L. L. Gustin. 


Sr. Pavr, Miny., Oct. 19, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: Having followed all the discussions in THE 
Teuru SEEKER of the justice and injustice of the verdict 
against the Anarchists, I would like to state my views on the 
subject, if you should consider them worth the space, not 
meaning to imply by this article that you are an exponent of 
their doctrin, for I, as well as every regular reader of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, know that your pen has been employed as 
one of their most rigid opponents, which I am sorry to 
see Mr. Truesdell has overlooked. I also understand that 
your present defense of them is not of their doctrins, but 
their right of free speech in proclaiming those doctrins to the 
world, in which I agree with you. Now, the Anarchists hav 
been charged with inciting people to riots, destruction of 
property, and murder. I am also aware they were indicted 
on the charge-of murder, and proven guilty of Anarchy. But 
providing they did not throw the bomb, were they not the 
mouthpieces of the men, and hav they not repeatedly.made 
incendiary speeches and also printed them? Hav they not 
openly countenanced the taking of life to further their pur- 
poses? Now, my idea of free speech is this: that I hav 
a right to express my belief pro and con, providing that I use 
no threats that will hav a tendency to restrict another in the 
free expression of his views. When I do this, I do not con- 
sider it free speech. This very thing is the one thing that we 
hav always contended against. Then; why should we coun- 
tenance it in others? Is not the person that incites to the 
commission of crime equally as guilty as the one that com- 
mits it? In my opinion he is. Now; had they taught their 
tenets unaccompanied by threats, I would hav defended them, 
but so far I hav seen no reason why I should. For of what 
use is law if it does not protect the lives and property of the 
people? and also of what use is the law to me if, when a per- 
son threatens my life, I must wait quietly until the deed is 


. San Jose, CaL., Oct. 15, 1886. . 

Mr. Eprror: I inclose an $8 post-office order. Please 
apply $3 on my subscription. For the $5 please send me a 
few cheap pamphlets selected from the list which I inclose. 

I cannot say that I like THE TRUTH SEEKXEZ as well as I did. 
You hav got too much mixed up with the Anarchists, dyna- 
miters, and bomb-throwers. A long time ago I wrote to 
Somerby to drop my name from the subscription list, but as 
the paper keeps coming I shall pay for it, of course. Weare 
badly smirched. ` Church and priest hav a fine handle to work 
with. They can't see the nice points in your arguments be- 
tween an Anarchist and a defender of liberty and equal 
rights. Neither do some of the Secular journalists. But we 
are all thrown in a pile together and called Socialists, Free- 
thinkers, Anarchists, Atheists, bomb-throwers, and blas- 
phemers—one class a8 bad as the other. "Think you that the 
weak, timid, and credulous will not believe all this? Has 
not the noble cause of Freethought been retarded at least a 
quarter of a century? Weare bespattered. How long will 
it take us to scrape the mud off? I proved this and predicted 
it when T. C. Leland took in that rank Socialist, Osborn 
Ward, as co-editor, and when you Trura Skxxzz folks began 
to pet and sympathize with Socialists. I know your argu- 
ments are sound in defense of liberty, but many can't see the 
points you make and cry out ** Anarchist” because you stand 
up for them. My views are well expressed in the clipping I 
inclose. I hav nosympathy with Anarchists or bomb-throw- 
ers, nor with those who invite others to throw them. Free- 
thinkers hav work enough of their own. "There is no occa- 
Sion to ride all the hobbies. 

I take the Z»vestigator. I like Seaver's course the best. 
His type is the best for old eyes. His articles are short and 
pithy. He has a greater variety. There; now! Hav not I 
scolded about enough? Our finding fault will do no harm if 
you take it in good humor. Iam going to stick by you a 
while longer. Ican stand the pictures if the rest can. If I 
can't read the fine print, I can hand the papers to some who 
can. I can stand what Spiritualism you hav, but I would 
like it better if some of you scientists would explain the phe- 
nomena on scientific principles if you can. I hav tried my- 
self to tèst some of the mediums to get at something reliable, 
but hav had no luck as yet. May Tug TRUTH SEEKER keep 
off the breakers and be prepared to tackle any black piratical 
craft that heaves in sight. Samos Parsons. 


WATERVILLE, MINN., Nov. 1, 1886. 
Mr. Eprron: It is all politics up this way just now, and 
religious matters are laid on the shelf, so to speak, until after 
election. The Republicans hav nominated for governor 
A. R. McGill, a man of ordinary abilities, but of good repu- 
tation. The Democratic candidate is Dr. A. A. Ames, an 
avowed champion of the '* wide open” policy, and conse- 
quently very popular with the saloon element and that 
ubiquitous class known as ‘‘the boys. And last and least 
comes the Prohibitionists, who are running a full ticket with 
an Irish Catholic at the head for governor, and they do say 
that there are lots of sore heads, disappointed office-seekers, 
victims of unrequited love, and ministers of the gospel who 
are going to vote for him, and there will no doubt be quite a 
large vote for the man who would like to kiss the pope's big 
toe. There is a sect of Christians who hav a settlement 
about five miles from here, who for downright foolishness 
take the biscuit. They are called the Dunkers or Dunkards, 
probably from some old saint,long since gone to meet an 
avenging God. There are many peculiarities about these 
people, but I will only undertake to tell a few of them, and 
many of your readers wil no doubt be familiar with the 
speciés. 'The men all part their hair in the middle, and 


myself on the moment., These Anarchists, according to their E 
when they meet one another they obey the scriptural in- 


“speeches, were simply following in the rut that had been 


junction to “greet the brethren with a kiss,” and it is an 
edifying spectacle to see two old duffers tackle each other 
and swap tobacco juice. If this applied between the men 
and the women there is no doubt that the church would soon 
be the largest in the United States, but it does not, and the 
boys refuse to come in. About twice a year they gather 
from near and far and hold a regular pow-wow, at which 
time there is always present all the gifted ones the tribe possess, 
and the gospel is dispensed with a liberal band to all. At 
these meetings the ceremony of feet-washing is also gone 
through with, to the great delight of the boys, who always 
gather in for miles around when they know what is going 
to take place. 
washing their feet is a good one, and it might be followed by 
other churches with great results. After their feet hav been 
relieved of the accumulated fertilizer, they hold what they 
call a soup-meeting, to which all are invited, no matter 
whether they hav a ticket or not. Six or eight eat from one 
dish, a custom which some people are prejudiced enough to 
dislike. This takes the place of the communion, as held in 
. other churches. They hav no ministers except those among 
them who hay the gift of gab, and use the gift without stint. 
They also hav no churches, meeting in dwelling-houses and 
in barns in summer, and there is always a crowd of the un- 
godly around to see the fun. In their peculiar religious 
views they are as bigoted as a Catholic, and as a rule more 
ignorant, and their sermons are the worst kind of slush. But 
they are generally honest farmers, and no doubt think they 


There can be no doubt. that the idea of : 


are doing God a great service by their duties. 
L. ALEXANDER. 


Curoaco, ILL., Oct. 24, 1886. 

Mr. Eniror: I am, doubtless, a stranger to you, but I buy 
a copy of Taz TauTH SEEKER every week, of Mr. Follet, and 
through it I keep posted as to the progress of Freethought. 

I hav been a Christian for the past twenty years, not as a 
church-member, but outside of the churches. Yet I believed 
the Bible to be the inspired word of a divine being called 
God, for which being I now find no place nor occupation. 
In fact, his occupation is gone. 

The members of my family adhere more or less to tlie be- 
lief that our civilization is due to the church element and 
teachings, and I frequently attend divine (?) service with 
them. But I am not permitted to criticise the sermon at all 
on pain of having the displeasure of every one of the family. 
However, the absurdities which the preachers are guilty of 
getting off are too much for me sometimes, and I am com- 
pelled to break out. 

Last Sunday I went to hear a female Universalist.» She 
gave us quite a good scientific, moral lecture, but near its 
close she related an incident of her pastoral calls. She said : 
* When I returned from abroad I called on a poor working- 
woman, a widow, who had two small children. She told me 
she had passed through a very severe trial of her faith.. One 
of her children was taken sick, which made it very difficult 
for her to get any work. Then the other child was taken 
down, and lastly she took sick herself. ‘Then she said: ‘I 
knew that God was not just.’ I said to her: ‘ But, how 
about the sewerage? She replied: ‘ The doctor told us we 
must leave this house or we would all die.’ ‘Well,’ I said, 
* you lay upon God what should be laid upon the sewers.’ ” 

The preacher then went on to tell us that God had so ar-. 
ranged it that we must be cleanly if we wanted to enjoy 
health. I just wanted to ask her why it was that. God’s in- 
spired servant, Paul, had not said something about the sani- 
tary conditions of our homes instead of saying, '' If any.be 
sick let them call in the elders, and let them lay hands: on 
them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord, 

and if he hav committed sins he shall be forgiven." 
This implies that sickness is the result of sin against God. 

Well, if we must look out for our sanitary surroundings in 
order to hav health, another of God's alleged occupations is 
gone. I hav some hope that the course which the churches 
are now pursuing will result in making more Freethinkers in 
their ranks. Ireferto the Chautauqua circles. They study 
Scientific subjects. It is really amusing to see how the works 
they read contradict the Bible, and yet they don't seem to 
** get onto it.” The fact is, the average Christian knows very 
little of the Bible. And if I call their attention to the conflict 
between science and their faith, they imagin that I am an 
enemy to morality and society. O ignorance! what a curse 
thou art, and yet Christians hug thee to their bosoms as a 
lovely thing. 

I said that I had been a Christian outside of the churches. 
Yes, I held and do still hold that if that old book, the Bible, 
was dictated by an all-wise being, then it is the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, and consequently I 
honored its precepts and laws where the churches disre- 
garded them. But now that I hav got entirely free from 
bondage, I see that I followed its teachings only in so far as 
they were good moral teachings. 

Taz Trurn SEEKER has done much to show me the hor- 
rid deformity of the character of God, as depicted in that 
old book. On the whole I hav been for some years quite a 
Freethinker on some points, and yet very fanatical on others. 
AndIthink that Liberals who hav once been believers will 
almost to a man agree with me that doubt as to the divinity 
of Christ is the opening wedge to downright Atheism. Iam 
an Atheist, and I can't help it. I once feared that I might 
become one, and the fear was the most paralyzing thing 
imaginable, but now I rejoice in being one. I often wonder 
how I, with such a faculty for getting at rock-bottom facts, 
could be so long held in the bonds of superstition. It is 
sickening to hear gs ota ag our progress in civiliza- 
tion to the efforts of Christianity; but at the same time it is 
cheering to me to find so many young people beginning to 
think for themselvs. I pass around. my Freethought liter- 
ature on the train on which I ride every morning and evening, 
and receive many words of cheer. Isuppose I would scarcely 
dare do so if I lived in New Jersey instead of Illinois. If [ 
had a good “ gift of gab," I should certainly be compelled 


to take to the platform in the interest of Freethought. . 
! Joun HUDSON. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Hdited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


** Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a panse in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Rally of the Birds. 


The lark * sings sweet her autumn song 
When the smoky days are coming, 

The bluejay's larum tells of wrong, 
And turtle-doves are moaning. 


Orioles sailed to southern seas 
As early as September, 

The northern light of our young glad trees 
Had lit their wings with splendor. 


The mockingbird went weeks ago, 
Though rnling all the summer, 
When other birds hid high and low 

Bemoaning such a comer. 


But plaintiv tones of the Indian hen,t . 
In cottonwoods or willows, 

Was like a lone bell tolling when 
A wreck is on the billows. 


The saucy catbird’s gray young clan; 
The bluebird in her glory, 

Are answering to the “ rat-a-plan ” 
Learned from a soldier’s story. 


The brown thrush, heeding leaves that fell, 
Has called her kin together, 

Leaving a void in the windy dell, 
And the brown October weather. 


Catalpa-trees are black with frost, 
The groundbird hiding under 

(In Quaker dress when song is lost) 
Awakes to the whirring thunder. 


The shrike t hangs high his stolen prey 
In thorny groves and bushes, : 
And says good-bye in his noisy way 
To the going jays and thrushes. 


I heard the geese fly o’er last night, 
When skies were dim and *‘ eerie,” 

While cranes had camped by the river’s light 
As travelers wan and weary. 


The wild duck wheeling overhead 
Has come from corn and ryelands, 

And plovers pierce the evening red 
s hat reaches southern skylands. 


In all the storm of wordy war, 
A fierce but friendly clamor, 

The cherry-trees were breastworks for 
The frightened yellow-hammer. 


The wren shook out her faded frock, 
And chattered in the gloaming, 

And blackbirds brought an elfish flock, 
And lonely doves were moaning. 


I asked the crow in ebon coat, 
If aught of armed offender 
Had hastened him. Swift came his note: 
“ Naw, naw, naw !—Nawvember.” 
Frenchtown, Neb. Mary BAIRD-FINCH. 


*The lark invariably sings a parting song be- 
fore taking her leave for the south. . 
. t The Indian hen, a small shy bird with a wail- 
ing song, is the only one of the feathered tribe 
that dares to sing a note when the mockingbird 
first makes his appearance in the spring. 

+ The shrike, or butcherbird, that stays with us 
during the winter, has the curious habit of impal- 
ing on thorns and twigs his prey of mice, small 
birds, grasshoppers, etc , after the manner of a 
butcher hanging his meat. Hence the name. 
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Lizzie. 

I hav just been reading, in the Children’s 
Corner, Miss Wixon's story of Jo, and 
thought I would also write a true Indian 
story for its dear little readers. It is not 
about a brave, but a little papoose—a little 
girl about three years of age. 

She belongs to the Piute tribe. They are 
not considered as intelligent as the Cherokees, 
who are thc most intelligent of all the tribes, 
or the Penobscots, who are also civilized, or 
the Sioux, or Blackfeet, who are very cruel— 
or even the Washos or Yumas, and many 
others; yet they are superior to the Diggers. 
This little girl’s name is Lizzie. The Indians 
here hav lived among the white people so 
long that they use our names for their chil- 
dren; and, as the white people dislike calling 
them by their Indian names, which are so: 
hard to remember and pronounce, when 
they hire an Indian or squaw to work they 
giv them a name, and often their own, which 
they feel proud of, and are called by ever 
after by both white people and Indians. 
One time, when I was ill, and lying on the 
sofa, Sally, Lizzie’s grandma, was washing, 
and Lizzie came in the room where I was, 
for I had often petted her, and she thought 
much of me. 


.Beeing me lying down, she proceeded to 


cover me, first with a bit of print, the size of 
a man's two hands, which she put over my 
feet; next a small cape; then a chair tidy; 


. afterward a little braided sack that we tie on |: 


the saddle to bring our mail in from town... 

She was at a loss what to take next, as I 
still lacked a good deal of being covered, but 
finally found a doll’s dress, belonging to my 
ttle- gir] Lomie. Lomie then came in, and, 


picking up & book, found. the first letter of 
the alphabet, and told her its name. 

Several days afterward, she was with us 
again, and picking up a newspaper, looked at 
it some time, then came to me with her finger 
on the letter Lomie found in the book, say- 
ing, “A, a.” 

She has a little baby brother, whom I hav 
named Willie. He is several months old, and 
will crow, and laugh, and kick, and put his 
fat fists in his mouth, like any white baby. 

Another time, if Miss Wixon and the chil- 
dren wish, I will tell them more about the In- 
dians of this country. Sapiz A. MaGoon. 


(We shall be pleased to hear about the In- 


dians of California, or any subject, whenever 
our good sister has time to tell us. We thank 
her for contributions.—E»p. C. C.J 
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The Clothes-Pin Garden 


One, two, three, four broken clothes-pins 


in the. midst of the dead flowers and leaves 
in Benny Blake’s garden. 

* How came they there?” I asked. 

But Benny looked very sober; and, dig- 
ging the toe of his little boot into the carpet, 
he said in a low voice, ‘‘I put them there, 
Auntie.” : 

** What for, dear?” 

t Cause,” said Benny. ‘But it is a very 
great secret with mamma and me,” he added. 

** A nice one, I hope dear ?” 

** Not—a—very—nice one,” replied Benny. 
“Pye had lots and lots nicer.” 

When he said this, his voice was sober, as 
well as his dear little face. Of course, I did 
not try to find out the secret. I heard noth- 
ing*more about the clothes-pins until this 
Summer, when we were at the seashore to- 
gether. 

One day, Benny made & sand-garden, with 
shells and stones for a wall. In it he put 
some wild flowers he had gathered that morn- 
ing. When it was in full bloom he. led 
mamma to it, saying, with a happy smile on 
his face, ** These are ever so much nicer than 
old clothes-pins, aren't they—the flowers are?” 

The tears came into mamma's eyes as she 
kissed the dear face. Her voice trembled as 
she answered, ‘ So much nicer, darling.” 

The next day I was told the secret. Benny 
had one dreadful fault—sometimes he would 
tell a lie. So, every time he told an untruth, 
mamma had him put & broken clothes-pin 
next to the choicest blossom in his own 
garden. 

All summer he had to see them, and when 
the winter snows came there were one, two, 
three, four little white mounds which he 
could see from the window. Monuments to 
four lies! 

Now, you can understand why he was so 
happy with the flowers in his sand garden, 
and why the tears of joy came into mamma's 
eyes.—M. Kingston in Our Little Ones. 
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Our Puzzle Box. 


1.—ENIGMA. 
In hat, but not in house; 
In rat, but not in mouse; 
In man, but not in boy; 
In Roger, but net in Roy; 
In lamb, but not in sheep; 
In corn, but not in beet ; 
In young, but not in old; 
In rail, but not in gold; 
In Frank, but not in Fred ; 
Not in loaf, but in bread. 
My whole is the name of a lake in Africa. 
at AA C. R. Lyons. 


2.—REBUS. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDRENS OORNER,, 


oor. 30, 1886. 
1.-Discharge your debts while you hav the 
money in your pocket. 2.-Robert G. Inger- 
soll. 3.-Canon Kingsley. 4.-Time hangs 


'heavy-on our heads. 


Correspondence. 
Coton, Mion., Nov. 1, 286. 

Miss Susan H. Wixon, Dear Madam : En- 
couraged by seeing my first letter in print, I 
will try and write a second, but I am sorry 
for my first, for I am afraid that I scared 
Uncle John from the Children’s Corner, but I 
hope not. I like Tne TauTR.SEEKER very 
much, especially the Children’s Corner, aud 
those beautiful pieces from Mr. Putnam’s 
pen. I would like to hear from some of the 
little Freethought boys and girls. If they 
write direct to me, I will answer them, for I 
am & little Freethought boy, and as for my 
political views, I am solid on the greenback 
question. Ispent my vacation at home this 
summer, and now I am back to Grandpa 
Powers’s house attending school. We hava 
nice school here. We had examination- the 
other day, and I averaged 99 in my studies. 
I wish, Miss Wixon, you could visit me at 
my home. We liv in a pleasant place. I 
would try and make your stay as pleasant as 
I could. I send my love. to you, 

Francois B. CORNWALL. 

[Francis is evidently one of our bright little 
Freethinkers, who wil some time be heard 
from on some of the great questions of the 
day. We would like to see Francis at his 
home, but hardly expect that pleasure, though 


we may meet him some time in the future.— 


Ep. C. C.] 


Frencatown, NEB., Oct. 20, 1886. 
My Dzar Miss Wixox: What fine stories 
and. essays our young contributors are writ- 
ing forthe Corner! "The little girl's descrip- 
tiv letter from Colorado and the comparison 
between Freethought and Christianity are 
interesting for grown-up folks. The'older 
writers will hav to look.well to their laurels. 
I herewith inclose & poem for the Corner; 
with good wishes and congratulations. 
Yours for truth and humanity, 
Mrs. M. B. Finom. 


Bisvor CREEK, Oct. 19, 1886. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write you another letter. How are you get- 
ting along now? I would like to see you so 
much. I am going to school every day. My 
teacher is a man; but I like him, and he 
makes us learn fast, and talks with us, and 
tells us stories besides. Since I wrote you 
last, my rabbits hav had four little ones. 
My pair (one is black and one is white) hav 
made a hole under the granary, and mamma 
and Auntie Luna think perhaps some da 
there will be some baby rabbits there. e 
hav a white poodle dog named Curly Que 
(we call him Que), two cats, two turtle-doves, 
two robins, that liv all in peace together and 
do not hurt each other. 
From your true friend, 
Rusy Lorrie Arwoop. 


[Ruby must bea happy little girl with so 
many little pets. We thank her for her let- 
ter, and shall always be pleased to hear from 
her.—E». C. C.] 


J. E. Remsburg's Works. 


False Claims Revised and Enlarged. 
Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen. Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman’s Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
Church and the Republic. : 

Bible Morais. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture: Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating: Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o: 

nquest and Extermination; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals ; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 

Special discount on larger uantities 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following, heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
ab bath during the Middle Ages: The Puritan 
gabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
eholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, 25 cents ; six covies, $1.00. 
Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the stor 
of the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. ‘Choice extracts from '* Common Sense,” 
. “ American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine's 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and América, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
. tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted. paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. 
cloth, 75 cents. 


Image Breaker. 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 


ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 


Price, paper, 50 cents: 


b cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cta. | 


. THE TRUTH SEEKER C0. , 
-. .. , 88 Qlinton Place, New t ws 


Six Lectures: De- 


FREETHOUGHT WORKS. ! 
For Sale at Taz Tnvru Srexrr Officel | 


Hume's Essays. Essays and treatises 
on various subjects, By Davi Howzy | 
Esq. With a brief sketch of the author'g, 
life and writings, to which are. added’ 
dialogues -concerning natural religion, 
Price, $1.50. — 


Idols and Ideals, with in Essays on 
Christianity. By MowcumE D. Conway, 
the brilliant Rationalistic preacher of 
London. $1.50. 


If, Then, and When. From the doc- 
trins of the Church. By Warren SUMNER 
Bartow. 10 cents. 


Image Breaker (the). By Jomw E. 
Remssure. Six lectures bound together, 
25 cents. Separately, 5 cents each. 1, 
The Decline of Faith; 2. Protestant In. 
tolerance; 3. Washington an Unbeliever; 
4. Jefferson an Unbeliever; 5. Paine and 
Wesley; The Christian Sabbath. 


Infidel’s or Inquirer’s Text-book, be- 
ing the substance of thirteen lectures op 
the Bible. By Rossrr Coorzr. $1. 


Ingersoll in Canada. <A Reply to 
Wendling, Archbishop Lynch, **By. 
stander,” and others. By ALLEN PRINGLE. 
15 cents. 


is Life Worth Living. By Wmm 
H. Marrock. Contents: The New Im- 
port of the Question, Morality and the 
Prize of Life, Sociology as the Fountain 
of Morality, Goodness as its own Re- 

: ward, Love as the test of Goodness, 1454 
as its own Reward, The Superstiti--. 

. Positivism, The Practical Prospeétst € 
Logic of Scientific Negation, Q65 © - 
aud Natural Theism, The Hum. - 
and Revelation, Universal Histb?, n.. 
the claims of the Christian Church: 
lief and Will. Paper $1.00; cloth, $1.50 


Jehovah Unveiled; or, The Character 
of the Jewish Deity Delineated. A new 
and valuable book. 35. cents. 


Kneeland’s National Hymns. 35 cts. 


Koran (the) A new English edition 
of the Koran of Mohammed, to which is 
added the life of Mohammed, or the his- 
tory of that doctrin which was begun and 
earried on by him in Arabia. Price, $1.50 


Letters of Junius. Two volumes in 
en From the latest London edition. 


Letters to Eugenia; or, A Preserva- 
-tiv Against Religious Prejudices. By 
Baron D'Horaaca, author of the ** System 
of Nature," etc. Translated from | the 
French by Awrmowx C. MippnETON, M.D. 
Price, $1.00. P a 


Life of Paine. By J. E. Remssora. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Life of Thomas Paine, author of 
“Common Sense,” “Rights of Man," 
“Age of Reason,” ete., with critical and 
explanatory observations on his writings. 
By Gznsrznr Varm. $1.00. 


Love and Transition: A Plea in poetry 
for the practicalization of known truth. 
By Mary E. Trnnorsow. $1.00. 


Love Ventures of Tom, Dick, and 
Harry. A Spicy Narrativ. “And they 
were naked and not ashamed.” 50 cents. 


Man’s Nature and Development. By 
HENRY GEORGE ATKINSON, G. 5., aud 
Harrier ManTINEAU. $1.50. 


Modern Thinkers: What they Think 
and Why. (Principally on Social 
Science.) By Van Beuren Dzwsrow, LL. 
D., with an introduction by R. G. Inger- 
soll. With eight portraits: Comte, Swe- 
denborg, Adim Smith, Jerémy Bentham, 
Thomas Paine, Fourier, Herbert Spencer, 
and Ernst Haeckel. .384 pages. $1.50. 


Moral Education: Its Laws and Meth- 
ods. By Prof. J. R. BUCHANAN. A new 
method to conquer crime, disease, and 
misery, which churches, colleges, and 
governments have signally failed to do. 


Moral Physiology; A Brief and Plain 
Treatis on the Population Question. By 
Roserr Date Owen. 60 cents. ^ 


Mortality of the Soul and the Immor- 
tality of its Elements. By A. Swrpgn DE 
'PELLEGniNI. 10 cents. ] 


Myths and Myth-Makers: Old Tales 


and Superstitions interpreted by compar- 
alive Mythology. By Jomw Fiske, M.A. 
LL.B., of Harvard College. $2. 


Origin and Development of Religious 


Ideas and Beliefs, as manifested 
in history and seen by reason. By Mor. 
RIS PiwsTEIN. $1. 


Orthodox Hash, with a Change of 


Diet.. By Warren Sumner BARLOW. 
10 cents. 


Paradise Lost; or, The Great Dragon 
. Cast Out. 60 cents. : , 
Personal Immortality and Other 


.Papers. By Josiz Orrexarm. Ex- 
tra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages, 75 cents. 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


CALIFORNIA, 
4. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr.J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
t f |^" OANADA.. NN 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto 
James Foster; Welland, Ont.  . $ 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
[nk COLORADO. 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
: IDAHO. mE 
A. Erwin, Murray. l 
; ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 802 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 
MAINE. . 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
Mills). 


MASSAOHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
' ‘MICHIGAN, 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. ; 
Dr. Wolff, 620 North 5th street, St. Louis. 
Joseph L. Andrew, Liberal. 
MONTANA. 
O. B. Whitford, Butte City. 
NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
“has F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 


y OHIO. 

ster, 808 Superior street, Cleveland. 

14. 08 & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 

de OREGON. 
5s romance, Astoria. 
td Hyland, Corvallis. 

N PENNBYLVANIA. 

Dr. J. H. Rhodes, 315 North 10th st., Phila: 

George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 

H. Clay Luse, Waynesburg. 

W. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 4 

TENNESSEE. à 

Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 
JS TEXAS. 

L. Andruss, Denison. 

T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 


"UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
D. F. Keeler, Park City. 
W. F. Reybould, Sait Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 


VIRGINIA. ; 
Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker, Snowville. 
ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s Court, Fleet street, 
London. : 


ENG: 
EN 


Robt. G. Ingersoll’s 
OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY. 


in the suit of the —— 
Bankers’ and Merchants’ Tele- 
graph Company 
against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company. | 


—0— 
So many hay asked for copies of this famous | 
speech that Taz TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a: 


supply and can mail them to those who desire; 
them, for ten cents each. i 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. | 
The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli-: 
= cal Works. 

By THOMAS PAINE, ^ 


“The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, eo Six copies for: 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 
Speaking of this work in connection with the: 
proposed independence of America from Great; 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such: 
‘flaming arguments . . wil not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa~ 


ration.” 
Price, 35 cents. 


For either of these works, or any 
writings, Address THE TRUT. 


BIBLE MYTHS 


; AND THEIR 
Parallels in Other Religions. 


SEEKER, 


Being a Comparison of the Old and New Testa- | 


ment Myths and Miracles with those of 
heathen nations of Antiquity, Con- 
sidering also their Origin 
and Meaning. With 
numerous illus- 
. : trations, i 

The objectof the work 18 to point out the myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound} 
to show that they were held in common with other 
Dations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning. 

“Tt is unquestionable true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else 80 accessible as they are now made 

n the work before us.”—N. Y. Sun. i 

1 vol. 8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages. 


Price, $2.50. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., . 
83 Olinton Place, New York 


. the World; Paine Memorial 
"The Story of i 
1820-1884; Freethought in Australia ; 


‘Lick Observatory, 
. Freethought Hall 


of Paine’s |- 


PRICE, TWENTY-FIVE CENTS. — 
SE 


‘TRUTH SEEKER 


ANNUAL - 
| Sresthinkers’ Almanar. 


1 886 (em, 286). 


‘WITH THIRTY PORTRAITS OF DISTINGUISHED 


EUROPEAN FREETHINKERS, SCIENTISTS, AND 
PHILOSOPHERS, AND MANY OTHER 
ILLUSTRATIONS. 


CONTENTS: - 


Calendar for 1886; Freethought in the United 
States, 1885; How the Church Filches from the 
State; Public Contributions to the Church; The 
ligion of Crime; Chaplains in our Army and 
Navy; The Higher Life, by Courtlandt Palmer; 
My Dream, by Samuel P. Putuam; The American 
Secular Union; Statistics of Our Foreign-Born 
Population: The Curate of Churnside. (Selected 
story.) By Jas. Payne; How Voltaire Died, by the 
Editor: T'he Iron Virgin; Religious Divisions of 
fail (Illustrated); 

Immigration to the U. 8. 
re! j Freethought 
on the Continent; Subjects of Illustration; Free- 
thought Journals; _ Religious Denominations; 
Area and Value of Farms; Population of Large 


1885; 


Cities; Liberal Lecturers. 


. ILLUSTRATIONS : oe pe 


Girard College, Philadelphia, 
» Waco,. Texas (interior view); 
Freethought Hall, Waco, Texas (exterior view); 
The Tent, lrou Virgin, Paine Hall, Moncure D. 
Conway, Saladin, Annie Besant, Mary Wollstone- 
craft, G. W. Foote, Austin Holyoake, J, S. Mill, 
George Eliot, Geo. Standring, Ernst Haeckel, 
Auguste Comte, Edward Gibbon, Max Muller, 
Thos. Huxley, Voltaire Chas. Darwin, Rousseau, 
Humboldt, Byron, Shelley, David Hume, Goethe, 
Robert Burns, Richard Carlile, Herbert Spencer, 
Castelar, Bradlaugh, Chas. A. Watts, J. A. Froude, 
John Tyndall. nnt 

E NEW YORK: 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 


:88 CLINTON ‘PLACE. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 


x BIBLE. xb. 1 c 
A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, it is tow known to bé the work of W. 


H. BURR, one of our ablest correspondents. More | 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. | 


For sale at this office. 


Li 


DIELHOCGRAPHS 
CHARLES DARWIN 


Admirers of the Great Naturalist, and practically 
the father of Evolntion, will be glad to know that 
we hav a fine lithograph of him for sale—size 
18xx?4 inches on heavy plate paper. Framed, the 
picture will make a splendid ornament for the 
pariors of Freethinkers. Price, 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Pl., New York. 


Sabbati- Breaking: 


BY J. E. REMSBURG. 
Author of “False Claims,” “Bible 
Morals,” Ete. 


The best and most thorough work ever written 


on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 


| view. 
Lurg ane Handsome Print, . 
Stnexz Corizs, =. a 25 cents. 
Srx COPIES, ^ -- 2 $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. | 
BY W. 8. BELL. 


“Tam very much pleased with it, and I wish the 
seventy thousand ministers of this country were 
oblige b to purchase the pamphlet and read every 
word of it. 


For sale at this office. 


CONTENTS : is 

The Old Testament.—The New Testament.—The 
Creation.—The Deluge.—The Exodus.—The Mira- 
cles cf the Bible.—The-Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Bible.—The 
Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 
Bs Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 

avior. 

Crownoctavo,833pp. Splendidly executed, t 
by mail, post paid. Price! $3.00. pen 


$. P. Putnam's Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 


Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
“A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day.”—John 

~ Swinton’s Paper. 

Golden Throne, a Romance. “The 
author certainly lias genius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is wit: .. ‘Phe book is filled with 

-: manly thoughts, expressed in manly words— 
the transcript of a manly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ "INGERSOLL. $1. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 

' in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 

Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion,. 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 

' Dary beauty."—Ds. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. . 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 


other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts, 


Adami and Heyva. A Poetic version 
' version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the muti‘ated 
copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. Price 10 


cents. 
For. all of the above address 
i THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
i 88 Clinton Place, New York. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


The History of Freethought. Bound 
in cloth and lettered. Price, $1.25. CONTENTS : 
Section I. Definition, of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section ll. What 


atit 
Owes to Mohammedanism. Section lil. Free- 
thought Martyrs and Confessors, Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Sec- 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


The American Secular Union; its 
Necessity, and the Justice of its Nine Demands. 
(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll) 
32 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22pagesin cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Christian Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh. Con- 
tents : The Origin of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price,75 cts. i 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are published at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS BAGH: Defense of Secular Principies; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible; Freethought an 

odern Progress; Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
larism; Science and Bible. Antagonistic; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. For all of 
the above works address TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, 38 Clinton Place, New York. 5 


 KERSEY GRAVES'S WORKS. 


Sixteen Saviors or None. By Ker- 
SEY GuAvES, auther of the World's Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors; The Bible of Bibles, and 
Biography of Satan. Paper, 75 cents; cloth, $1. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 


Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thonsand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and’ general events. Also a 
deliiention of the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
ami ation of their doctrins. Price, $2. 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains, 

- Price, 85 cents. 

The World's Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
jors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 
origin of all the doctrines, principles, precepts, 
and miracles of the Christian New ‘Testament, 
and furnishing a key for unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 
history we sixteen oriental crucifie 


fed gods. $3. 
dress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


WHATS TO BE DONE? 


A NIHILISTIC ROMANCE. 


By N. G. TCHERNYCHEWSKY. With a portrait 
of the Author. Translated by BENJ. 
TUCKER, >: 


Written in Prison. Buppressed by tho Czar, The 
- Author Over Twenty Years an Exile in Sibe- ' 
ria. Russian Edition worth $600 a Copy. 

First American Edition Exhauste 
^ in Four Days. Second now 
ra ady, An Elegant 
y. Volume of 830 
F Pages. . . 
Á . PRESS COMMENTS : 
?To call the book the “Uncle Tom's Cabin” of 
Nibilism is scarcely extravagance.—Boston Adver- 


tiser. 
It is perhaps. the book which has most power- 


fully influenced the youth of Russia in their | 


growth into Nihilism, and it is remarkable and 
noteworthy as a work which has played so impor- 
tantapart in the political and social history of 
the century.—Boston Courier. | : 

Asa revelation of folk hfe it is invaluable; we 
hav no other Russian pictures that compare with 
it.—Providence Star, | ae 

The characters are so strongly and vividly drawn 
that the interest in their fate becomes intense.as 
the thread of the narrativ is slowly unwound.— 
Boston Saturday Evening Gazette. FN 

When we come to consider the publication of 
such books as Flaubert’s ‘‘Salammbo” and Tcher- 
nychewsky's * What's To Be Done?” we cannot 
avoid the conclusion that something must hay 
happened, to the society for the suppression of 
indecent literature.—st. Louis Republican. 


In cloth, $1; paper, 75 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH 


ERT . 
83 Olinton Place, New York. 


. An Eye-Opener. 


| Apoeryphal New Testament. 
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FREETHOUGHT WORKS. 


‘For Sale at Tur Truru Seeger Office. 


A Few Days in Athens, By Frances 
Wricut. Embellished with the portrait 
of Epicurus, the Greek philosopher, and 
the author. Price, 75 cents. 


A Legacy to the Friends of Free 
Discussion. By Bexsamın OFFEN, 
formerly Lecturer of the Society of 
Moral Philanthropists, at Tammany Hall, 
New York. Price, $1. f 


Modern Symposium, Subjects : 
The Soul and a Future Life. By Freder- 
ick Harrison, R. H. Hutton, Prof. Huxley, 
Lord Blackford, Hon. Roden Noel, Lord ` 
Selborne, Canon Barry, Rev. Baldwin 
Brown, Dr. W. G. Ward. The Influence 
upon Morality of a Decline in Religious 
Belief. By Sir James Stephen, Lord Sel- 
borne, Frederick Harrison, The Dean of 
St. Paul's, The Duke of Argyle, Prof. 
Clifford, Dr. W. G. Ward, Prof. Huxley, 
R. H. Hutton. Utterances never sur- 
passed by writers and all important sub- 
jects. Noted for their terse originality, 
Price, $1.25. 


* Citateur. Par Pig- 
ault." Le Brun, Doubts of Infidels. By 
Zera. Cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents. 


Antiquity and Duration of the 
orld? By Q. Tovrwaw. 20 cents. 


Being 
all the gospels, epistles, and other pieces 
now extant attributed in the first four 
centuries io Jesus Christ, his apostles. 
and their companions, and not included 
in the New Testament by its compilers. 
, Price, $1.25. : 


Apples of Gold. A story book for 
oys and girls. By Miss Susan H. Wrxon. 


Price, $1.25. 
A Short History of the Bible. Be- 


ing a Popular Account of the Formation 
and Development of the Canon. By 
Bronson C. KzELzm. This is a splendid 
work, showing how the Bible was manu- 
factured by the church and ecclesiastics. 
Limp cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents. 


Astronomy and Worship of the 
Ancients. By GirsxRT Vare. 20 cis. 


Astro-Theological Lectures. ^ Rev. 
Rost. Tavron. Price, cloth, $2. 


Autobiography of Robert Cooper. 


Price, 15 cents. 


Bhagavad-Gita; or, A Discourse on 
Divine Matters between Krishna and 
Arjuna. By J. Cocxsurn Tompson, 
Price, $1.75. 


Bible in India. Hindoo Ori of 
Hebrew and Christian Revelation. Trans- 
lated from ‘Le Bible dans Inde.” By 
Louis JAcoLLroT. Price, $2. a 


Bible in the Balance. A text-book 
for. investigators. By Rev. J. G. Fisx. 


Price, $1.50. 
Bible Inquirer; or, Key to Bible In- 


vestigation. Containing. one hundred 
and forty-eight propositions; with refer- 
ences to the most plain and striking self- 
contradictions of the so-called Inspired 
Scriptures. Also one hundred and fifty- 
two references to the most marvelous oc- 
currences. Each quotation has a short 
description of its contents. By A. JAcon- 
son. Price, 15 cents, 


Bible Myths, and their Parallels in 
Other Religions: Being a com- 
parison of the Old and New Testament 
Myths and Miracles with those of Heath- 
en Nations of Antiquity, considering also 
their Origin and Meaning. With numer- 
ous illustrations. 1 vol. Royal 8vo. 
567 pages. Cloth, $4.00. 

Tho object of this work is to point out tho myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound; to 
show that they were held in common with other 
naivus; and then to trace them to their evident 
origin and explain their meaning. It contains quotations 
from nearly al! the sacred books of heathen nations, 
and trom other rare and valuable works which are 
not accessible to people in general. The chapters 
are so arranged that 1t is a perfect cyclopedia of ref- 
erence. Years of research would be necessary io 
discover all the information itcontains. It {a a moet 
searching investigation into the origin of Christian. 
ity. Every fact is verified by copious notes nn: 
authorities, 80 that it may be trusted as a thor- 
oughly reliable work. It contains information which 
will be startling to many. 


Bible of Humanity. By Juces Mics- 
ELET. Translated from the French by V. 
Carra. 8vo. cloth, $3. This is a large 
epic in prose. The artist historian sings 
tne evolution of mankind. He throws 
brilliant glimpses of light on the long 
course of events and works which he un- 
folds. 


Bible of Rational Mind and Relig- 
ion. Rational Religion and Morals. 
By Tuomas J. Vanian, M.D., of St. Louis, 
Mo. Price, $3. 


Bible of To-Day. By Joan W. Cuan- 
wick, This is a condensed result of the 
scientific criticisms of the separate books 
of the Bible. Price, $1.50. 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historica! 
xposition of the Devil and his Fiery D« 
mains. By Kersey Graves. 35 cents. 


Books for Veteran Soldiers. 
To 8. P. Putnam, Secretary American Secu- 
lar Union : 

BaorHER AND CoMRADE: I wish by your 
hand to present to the Liberals of the United 
States the claims of the Freethinking veterans 
in the soldiers’ homes to their generosity. 

While Christianity, as represented by the 
steeple churches, brags of its beneficences, 
though it has stolen its greatest wealth, both 
of thought and money, from the misnamed 
Infidel, Secularism, as organized in the body 
whereof you are scribe, cannot show more 

-striking proof of its sense of duty and devo- 
tion than by shedding its light into the library 
of the Soldiers’ Home, which, as yet super- 
abounds with orthodox sermon books, bound 
magazines vilifying the characters of the na- 
tiou's founders, and with priestly papers 
which still try to enslave the minds of people, 
glaring in the face of veterans who offered all 
on the altar of freedom. 

I do not feel that I am begging when I re- 
quest you to pass the hat at the Congress to 
be held in Chickering Hall to pay for a selec- 
tion of suitable volumes from the Bennett 
bookstore, and Investigator office, to be 
donated to the several branches of the Na- 
tional Military Homes, located at Dayton, O., 
Milwaukee, Wis., Leavenworth, Kan., Togus, 
Me., Washington, D. C., and Hampton, Va. 

Iask particularly for the works of Thomas 
Paine and of Colonel Ingersoll—the one who 
drafted the Declaration of Independence, and 
the other who spoke “ A Vision of War.” 

I make this request of my own motion, 
but vouch for the thankfulness of many of 
my associates, who, though past hard labors 
of body, yet hav busy minds, and may, per- 
haps, write not without effect. 

Yours for liberty and union, 
Joun Presoorr Guirp. 
National Military Home, Southern Branch, 
near Hampton, Va., Oct. 81, a.s. 286. 
eo 
“Oh, Them Picters!” 

To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir : 
In an article published in the North American 
Review (May, 1883) on ‘‘ Emerson and Car- 
lyle,” this significant sentence occurs—but we 
will reproduce the entire paragraph : 

t Thomas Carlyle had a wonderful power 
of sketching in a few words physical and 
mental portraits of the men he met, some- 
what resembling the skill of Thomas Nast in 
the grotesque caricatures he has contributed 
to Harper's Weekly. The two Thomases had 
this in common, that every peculiarity of 
face, feature, shape of the head, color of the 
hair, movement of the body,or any other 
merely physical characteristic, was made sig- 
nificant of mental or moral qualities in the 
person delineatcd. Nast contributed, more 
than anybody else, to the overthrow of the 
‘Tweed Ring’ which ruled, robbed, and 
might hav ruined New York, and he did it 
by his marvelous appeals to the eye of the 
ordinary honest voter, who was perhaps in- 
competent to form a rational opinion of ras-. 
calities through words addressed through 
his reason and imagination. ‘Oh, them 
picters!’ groaned Tweed; ‘that was what 
wrecked us!’ Carlyle’s portraits by the pen 
arc similar to those of Nast by the pencil, in- 
asmuch as they agree in connecting physiol- 
ogy with psychology, and making a man's 
inward nature correspond to the exaggerated 
traits of his bodily organization." ‘* He can- 
not help letting his mind run riot in pictur- 
ing individuals." 

If Carlyle did wrong in thus allowing his 
mind to run riot, and Nast was wrong in the 
broad license of his pencil, then Charles 
Dickens was a great sinner, and Lord Byron 
asavage. We may be surprised to.find that 
if the advice to. these editors, by some of our 
well-meaning Freethought friends, was logic- 
ally carried out Art herself would hav her 
wings clipped. Poetry would be unlicensed, 
and would limp like a man with rheumatism. 
Comedy would be cut up by the roots, and it 
would be intellectual treason to laugh at the 
incongruous. If Watson Heston ought to be 
suppressed for caricaturing Christianity, then 
a gag ought to be stuffcd into the mouth of 
genius. If the objections of afew Liberals 
are well-founded, Delaware was right in op- 
posing Colonel Ingersoll for ridiculing our 
“ holy religion.” 
thinking that would squelch Heston and pay 
Ingersoll a dollar a time; one raising a laugh 
at the church by his tongue, the other by his 
pencil! The church has perpetuated her 
power and influence by demanding solemnity. 
How few Christian congregations there are, 
even in these enlightened times, which dare 
laugh outright in church! God does not like 
laughter. I remember one occasion when a 
clergyman rebuked his congregation for 
laughing; he grew angry in a moment; his 
face was purple with wrath (holy) as he 
chided them. ‘‘I would hav you know,” 
said he, ** that'you are in the house of God ” 


Strange indeed is that, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


That was a clincher. He reminded me of the 
preacher the little girl told about when she 
got home, the first preaching she ever heard. 
She said, ** He was awful mad, shook his fist 
at the people, and not one dared to go up 
and fight him.” ` 

.If Christianity could prevent the world 
laughing at it, it would thrive better. Vol- 
taire, with his wonderful wit, broke its 
nightmare spell over Europe. Heston is on 
the right track, if the light of history is of 
any account. Here in Bozeman, when Mr. 
Perkins got bis TRUTH SEEKER from the post- 
office, he happened to stand near a building 
looking at the lastest comical illustration, 
“There were giants in the earth in those 
days." A little boy peered over, looked at 
that omnipresent little ape perched on the 
giant’s head, and burst out into an explosion 
of side-splitting laughter. There is where 
Liberalism will win. Picture the absurdities 
for the youth, and the church cannot hold 
them. Let us giv the church what it does 
not want—reason, ridicule, common sense, 
and cartoons. W. F. JAMIESON. 

Denver, Col. 


BLASPHEMY 


—AND— 


THE BIBLE. 


BY C. B. REYNOLDS. 


Showing that the Bible and the believers in it 
are the real blasphemers, and not the Secu- 
larists. 

This is the pamphlet for the distribution of 
which Mr. Reynolds is now indicted, and to be 


TRIED FOR BLASPHEMY ` 


next January. 


PRICE, 10 CENTS. - 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


WORKS OF O. B. WHITFORD, H.D. 


Christianity a Reward for Crime. 
Authenticated by the Bible. 


Paper; 12mo, 29 pages, ‘i é * 10c. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 
Paper, 12mo, 47 pages, - os 


Origin of the Christian Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 95 pages, 25c. 


15c. 


A Masonic Vindication of Right. 


A Protest Against Persecution. 


Paper, 12mo, 36 pages, - - - -= 15e. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
88 Olinton Pl. New York. 
a V „2 | | 


—— 


A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Observer's slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 
both the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


—— 


The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. 


TOGETHER WITH 


-A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
{upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


W8pp. Price 15 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


HISTORY 
OF THE 


INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe. 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D. 
Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, £3. 


Add THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
tf us Clinton Pl.. Nos PEE] city, 


THE TRUTH SFFKER ANNUAL. 
Price, 25 cents. 


Address 


Mottoes for Freethinkers. 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 


cards, which we offer for sale.. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the ** God-bless-our- 


home" placards which disfigure.the walls of so 


-many houses. They are printed on heavy card- 


board, 9 inches by 221-2. The motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gramof U. M. L. The following are the various 
readings : 


THE LIVING HAV A RIGHT TO CONTROL 
THE WORLD. 


TTD 
: FREE THOUGHT WILL GIV U8 TRUTH. : 


THE TIME TO BE HAPPY IS NOW. : 
AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY I8 HERE.  : 


NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE 
TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. 


THE WORLD IS MY COUNTRY; 
TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION. 


The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents. 

For Freethought societies there is a large card 
.22 x 15inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading, containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Price, 30 
cents. Any of these will be sent postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. 

Address) THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Pl.; New York City. 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 


$85 Cents Each. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


The Mirror of Freethought 


BY ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
FREETHOUGHT AND RADICAL ADVOCATE 
(of England). 


SECOND EDITION. 


Charles Watts's Literary Guide says: “We are 
glad to record the appearance of a second edition 
of this admirable book. The various rapers—ten 
in all—are some of the author's best work.” 

The Middleboro News says: ‘These essays are 
brimming with careful thought and judicious re- 
search.” , 

The Yorkshire Chronicle says : “ These essays are 
not unworthy the attention of the scientific 
student though written for the uninitiated.” 

Price, 50 CENTS. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


m THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. 

From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
SEYENTH EDITION. 
A most powerfully written book.—Phila. Record. 
is Book is not a Book! It is a Deed! and 
se who oppose RU m prove that they fear it.— 
ews. Price, 50 cents. 
id ess THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
88 Clinton Pl., New York. 


REPLY 
TO REV. L. A. LAMBERT'S 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.” 
By B. W. Lacy 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priests 
sophistry, unfairness, and histor- 
ical misstatement. 
Pric., Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 Cents. 


THE RISE OF 


INTELLECTOAL LIBERTY 


From Thales to Copernicus. 


By FREDERIO MAY HOLLAND, Author of “The 
Reign of the Stoics." 


** This is a book not only to be read once, but te 
be kept and referred to, and pondered over fron. 

ear to year It is a guide-book of Liberalism 
Through he past centuries prior to 1600, the era of 
Copernictis and Bruno. It does not take the place 
of other histories like Gibbon, Hallam, or Lecky, 
but it makes them intelligible by pointing out the 
white light that has been cast upon the lurid 
clouds, Of’ ignorance, superstition, and cruelty, 
from the little stream of Freethought that has 
flowed in its tagged, broken, and obstructed course 
down through the ages which now liv only as our 


realm of Memory and Admonition.” 


Octavo, 458 pp. PRICE, $3.50. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors ; J. M. Pryse and J. 
M. Burgler, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 
prise, the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and generali 
to the practical solutionof the problem o: Integra. 
Co-operation. ce, $1 a year; 50 cents for six 
Months; 25 cents for three months. 


FREETHOUGHT WORKS. 
For Sale at Tur Trurx SEEKER Office. 


Birth and Death of Religions.? By 


Joun E. Burton. Price, 10 cents. 


Christian and Deist. A Business 
Man’s Social and Religious Views. Bold 
and trenchant blows against theology 
and inhumanity. Price, 1.00. 


Christianity from a Scientific and 
Historical Standpoint. By Ww. N. 
Lauren, attorney at Law. Contents: In- 

. troduetion, Unrevealed Religion, Old 
Testament Religion, Evidence in Support 
of Christianity, Alleged Failure of Chris- 
tianity, Proposed Substitute for Chris- 
tianity, Conclusion. 50 cents. 


Christ of Paul; or, the Enigmas of 
Christianity. St. John never in Asia 
Minor: Irenæus the author of tho Fourth 

` Gospel; The Frauds of the Churchmen 
of the Second Century Exposed. By Gro. 
Reser. Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pp. $2. 


RosERT 


: | Classified Bible Extracts; or, the 
: y 


Holy Seriptures Analyzed. 
Cooprr. Price, 25 cents. 


Confessions of an Inquirer. Why 
and What Am I? By Jamus JACKSON JAR- 
ves. Price, $1.25. 


Cooper’s Lectures on the Soul. In 


which the doctrin of immortality is re- 
ligiously and philosophically considered. 
Price, 75 cents. . 


Cradle of the Christ. A Study in 
Primitiv Christianity. By O. B. Frors- 
iNGHAM. Price, $1.75. 


Cultivation of Art, And Its Relationa . 
to Religious Puritanism and Money-Get- 
ting. By A. R. Cooper. 12mo, 48 pp. 
Price, flexible cloth, 35 cents; paper, 20. 


Divine and Moral Works of Plato. 
Translated from the original Greek. With 
introductory dissertations and notes. 
Price, $2.50. 


Doctrin of Inspiration: being an 
Inquiry Concerning the Infallibility, In- 
Spiration, and Authority of Holy Writ. 
By the Rev. Joun Macnavaut, M.A., In- 
cumbent of St. Chrysostom's church, 
Everton, Liverpool, England. Price, $1.50 


Elegant Extracts from the Bible. 
(Perhaps inelegant would bea more proper 
term.) Price, 10 cents. 


English Life of Jesus. Bx Tuomas 
Scorr. Dedicated to those who seek 
rather to know the truth of facts than to 
look on unhistorical pictures. Price, $1.50. 


Epidemic Delnsions. A Lecture by 
Freprrick R. Marvin, M.D. Price, 10 cts. 


Essays on Mind, Matter, Forces, The- 
ology, ete. By Cuartes E. Tows- 
SEND. Extra oloth, 12mo, 404 pp. Price, 
$1.50. Sequel to Essays. By same au- 
thor. Price, 75 centa. 


WORKS OF PROF. DENTON. 
Be Thyself. Price, 10 cents. 
Christianity no Finality; or, Spirit- 

ualism Superior to Christianity. 10 cents. 


Common Sense Thoughts on the 
Bible. Price, 10 cents. 


Garrison in Heaven. A Dream. 10 cts. 


Geology; The Past and Future of our 
Planet. Price, $1.50. : 


Is Spiritualism True? Price, 10 cts. 


Man’s True Savior. Price, 10 cents. 
Orthodoxy False, since Spiritualism is 


True. Price, 10 cents. 


Radical Discourses on Religious Sub- - 
jects. Price, $1.25. . 

Radical Rhymes. Price, $1.25. 

Sermon from Shakspere’s Text. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Soul of Things; or, Psychometric Re- 
searches and Discoveries. In three vol- 
umes. Price, $1.50 per volume. 


The Deluge in the Light of Modern 
Seience. Price, 10 cents. 

The God Proposed for Our National 
Constitution. Price 10 certs. 


The Irreconcilable Records; or, Gene- 
sis and Geology Cloth, 40 cents; paver 
25 cents. . 


The Pocasset Tragedy. 10 cents. 
Is Darwin Right? Price, $1.25. 
What ls Right? Price, 10 cents. 


What Was He? or, Jesus in the Light 
of the Nineteenth Century. Price, cloth, 
$125; paper, $1. ^h 


Who are Christians ? Price, 10 cents. 
Who Killed Mary Stannard? 10 cente 
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The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
In five: lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
^ Humboldt," ** Thomas Paine,” “ Individual- 
ity,” and ** Heretics and Heresies.” i 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: “The Ghosts,” “ Liberty for Man, 

oman, and Child,” * ‘The Declaration of In- 
dependence,” “About Farming in :Hlinois,” 
“The Grant Banquet," “The Bev. Alexander 
Olark," “The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream,” and *' A Tribute to Ebon O, Ingersoll.” 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
- cloth; $1.25, 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 


Per, % cents, 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 
8. Black, and Prof. 


Ingersoll, Judge Jeremia 
-George [d Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10 cents. $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, qnd containing as much as 
gau id. pe, delivers n two ordinary lectures: 

E a gra Missionary . 
Liberals should scatter it generously. en 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
A Number of Vital Questions Proponnded by 
the gditor of the pam Kranoican, -5 cents; 50 

ents per dozen; ; i » 
, Millions of these should be Nera Mod, pios, $ 

Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 10 cents. 


Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 


Large size octavo, paper, 15 cents. 


Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 

ound in one volume. To meet the demand 
for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on '*Ortho- 
. doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume; in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is Bold at the exceedingly low 

price of $5, Sent by mail postpaid, ; 
Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s ‘Tribute to 
Brother,” “The Vision of War," the “Grant 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over 
“Little Harry Miller's Graye,” that they hav 


been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- | 


minated border, and in large, clear type, suita- 
ble for framing, and the four be forwarded 
to any address, for 50cts, or either one for 16cta. 


Prose Poems and Selections. This 
new book isa gem. It is a model in every re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated ‘‘ Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “ tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 

“brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versations of the author. The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admirin; friends as 
& rare personal gouvenir. To help it serve this 

urpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
ao simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled e gom gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turke 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in f 
Calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and 


mo- 
tree 


- Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 
life, price, $1.80 each, Every admirer of these 
apostles of ligious Liberty should hav them. 


Photogra hs of Colonel Ingersoll. 

uper o 3 1036x17, 

$5; bou oir, 8 prenant Lm. i pont oo E 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 


By Gro. M. Davenrort. This is a little book— 
& pamphlet of 32 well-filled. pages, costing only 
“a quarter,” but as full of meat as an Sng. It is 
well called “practical,” for we find nothing un- 
practical init. Hens, ducks, enses and turkeys. 
are particularly discussed and their economical 
breeding and keeping treated of. There are many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 
scale, and, all in all, it is a very useful addition to 
the poultry. literature of the day. 

` TRUTH SEEKER Office, 
38 Clinton Place, New York. 


Protection or Free Trade 


An Examination of the Tariff Question with 
Especial Regard to the Interests of Labor. ' 


BY HENRY GEORGE 


In this book the author designs to show that 
beneficial results would follow the abolition 
of all tariffs on importations. 


Octavo, 860pp.; price, $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 
‘SUBJECTS : 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $8.25—in nglish or German 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. 


SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the ‘Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B, Foote. Five volumes, at $1 each, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2. 


SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth 
volume of “Sciencein Story.”) 50 cents. 


HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages, 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents, 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (ime Pam- 
phiets). By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: * Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, adyocating personal and public hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; “Health in the Sun- 
beam,” considering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to mek and well. y mail, 10 cents each. 

HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). *TheLaw 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages, cloth 
bound, $2; “Heredity,” by_ Lorin oody, 159 

ages, cloth, 75 cents; “The Law of Heredity,” by 
E H. Marsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 
Human Temperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
€. B. Foote, 10 cents n “ Generatiqn before Regen- 


eration,” by Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; * 
ports of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
Tstitute of Heredity May 28,1885" 10 conta, 
stitu: e y Ma nts. 
Address "THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


7 _ "THE TRUTH SEEKER, NOVEMBER 13, 1886. 
ngersoll’s Works.|Ingersoll’s Tributes J 


REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: 

The Yision of War, 
Tribute to his Brother, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
. Address at Harry Miller?s Grave. 

The price of these heretofore has been $1. We 
offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS 'EACH; 
THE FOUR FOR FIFTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

88 Clinton Pl., New York. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Haact Ratios in Its 
Acquirement and Apportionment. 


` By J. K.. INGALLS. 


CONTENTS: Economic 8chools:'a brief re- 
view of their Origin and Growth; Rise and 
Growth of Capitalism; Unearned Increase: 
profit, interest, rent; Conservation of Wealth; 
Tools and Improved Machinery; The Nature of 
Wages; Private and Social Wealth; Land Own- 
ership; Private Property in Land; Capital and 
the Produetiv Factors; Partnership and Co-op- 
eration; Law of Contracts; Money and Credit; 
Of Value or.Economie Ratios; Taxation as a 
Remedy; Reforms, not Remedies; Suggestions 
to Legislators; Conclusion. 

Price, €lotb, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Olinton Place, New York. 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


The Present and the Future 
Republic of North America, 


BY A CAPITALIST. 


. A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the present 
conditions Of society in this country, pointing out 
their imperfections, and showin. 
‘impossible that the people should be other than 
poor and vicious under our present system. The 
remedy, the author thinks, isin communal life, 
and he has drawn a vivid Picture of the future 
Republic of North America, as it will be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. 


Paper,50c; cloth, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., . 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


A. STUDY 
PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY 


BY LEWIS C. JANES. 


This book treats of the natural evolution of the 
Ohristian religion, its historical antecedents in 
Palestinian Judaism and Roman m; 
yestigates the history of the founder of Christian- 
ity in the light of the latest scientific criticism of 
the New Testament; shows that the true story of 
the Man Jesus, and his genuin teachings are 
separable from, the later legendary accretions 
which hav eonfounded him with the mythical 
Christ,and traces the natural development of 
Christian dogma and ecclesiastical institutions. 
Complete references and full index.  820pp. 8vo, 
cloth, gilt top. Price $1.50. : 

Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER Office. 


A SKETCH OF THE LIFE 


APOLONIUS OF TYANA, 


OR THE 
First Ten Decades of Our Era. 


BY 
DANIEL M. TREDWELL. 

Designed to show upon the authority of Histo 
that Apollonius of Tyana performed miracles an 
spoke wise sayings equal to those attributed to 

esus Christ. 350pp., octavo, best style. Price $2.50. 


Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER office. 
MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


oR, 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
. Dedicated to the. clergy 


BY 
H.J. SEIGNEURET, 
Becularist. . 
Price, =- -= =- č > 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
SACRED MYSTERIES 


AMONG THE 
Mayas and the Quiches 11,500 
Years Ago. 


ORIGIN OF THE BIBLICAL MYTH 
By AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON. 


Illustrated. - - - Price, $2.50. 
For Bale at this office. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


MEN or Buexwmss Wuo Dip SOMETHING BESIDES 
MaxrNa Money. 
A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 


BY JAMES PARTON. 


This book contains 400 pages, plainly printed, 
treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 
helped the world; together with eight portraits. 
Mr. Parton’s works need no commendation. They 
are standard. 

- $1.25. 


Prices, - - - = 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
88 Clinton Place, New York, 


at this Office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50c. 


VOLTAIRE’S ROMANCES. | 


how it is almost |: 


aganism ; in~ f: 


Bible Temperance: 


LIQUOR DRINKING 


Commended, Defended, and Er joined 
by the Bible, 


BY E.C. WALKER. 


This is a companion book to Remsburg’s “ Bible 
Morals.” 48 pages; price 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., 
: 88 Clinton Place, New York. 


— New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. ` 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
88 Clinton Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 


CONTENTS : 
: The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.—Zadig ; 
or Fate. The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princess 
of Babylon.—The Man of 


The World asit Goes.—The Black and the White. 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A 


Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid pa er. With 67 
‘epgravings. Price, cloth, bevele oards, $2.00. 
H dr calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


The Secret of the East, 
OR, | 
The Origin of the Christian Religion 
and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


Price. $1.00. For sale at this ofice. 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS. 
The Heathens of the Heath. A finely 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonnel. 
author of Exeter Hall, ‘Family Creeds, Day of 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 


Family Creeds. By William McDon- 
nell, author of “Exeter Hall.” Price, cloth. 
$1.25; paper, 75 cents. 


Exeter Hall. “One of the most excit- 
ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald.: 404 pages. $1.25. 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 


Radical story. From the London edition, By 
‘Winwood Roade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 


, _ 80 cents. 
All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
“The great charm of 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. € 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perepicuity I was scarcel prepared to ex- 
ect to find. in such a marked degree, even 
rom 80 gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks." Price, 
$50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


< Oloth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 


Youth. Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
stition. he Only Illustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children’s Story-Book everissued. 66 full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heavy 
toned paper, broad margins, illuminated 
covers ; 4to. 224 PP., bds., $1.25. 


Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


A pples of Gold. A Story-Book for 
e Young Folks. By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for goug masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued ata reduced price of 
$1.95, free of postage. This new edition has & 
photo; raph of the author which adds very 

nuch to e value of the volume. 
By 


Tie Youth’s Liberal Guide. 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M, Price; $1.00.. This 
volume aims at the education of youth in the 
princi les of Freethought, at the same time 
hat it inculcates moral duties and human 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason and 
common sense. ddress THE TRUTH 


Price reduced. 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 
vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions 
with numerous references and citations, tha 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
of other propositions in the same book. Price 

cen’ 


Forty Crowns. The f 
"Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas.— |. 


es Touches |: 


nversation |. 
With a Chinese.—Plato' Dream.—A Pleasure in j: 


; tion. 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 
meeta every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 


"Wood sts., at 2:80 and 7:80 p.m. for lectures and 


free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 


Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rates. 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


` Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write, 


The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Ear] 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By Wm. HENRY 


Bore. Price.95 cents. For sale at This office. 


SPECIAL SALE! 


Desiring to unload an accumulation of debts, I 
will offer until further notice all my elegant stock 
of fine goods at 
a WHOLESALE COST. 


An elegant pair of diamond ear-drops $200, worth 
$300; another pair, $125, worth ; another pair, 
worth $100; an elegant brooch, arabesque 


‘style, 17 diamonds, $140, worth $225; another, line 


of beauty, 11 diamonds, $220; worth $325; another, 


'8 stones, $125, worth $200: same, $80, worth $1.25 


Rings and studs same reductions. Smaller dia- 
mond goods 25 per cent below lowest market price. 
A superb, extra heavy: embossed case watch set 
with large diamond, $135, worth $200; lady's watch 
to match, $90. worth $125; $100 watches, $70; $80 
watches, $60; $65 watches, $50; solid gold chains, 
necklaces, bracelets, and jewelry, 25, per cent dis- 
‘count. Sent C. O. D., subject to inspection, or 
cash refunded if not satisfactory. 
BUY NO 


AND SAVE MONEY. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ill, 


DR, R, P. FELLOWS 


$ ———9-————9——— 0-—— — * 
^ a 


isare ularly educat 
ed and legally quali- 
fied physician, and 
the most successful, 
as his practice wilt 
rove. He has for 
enty years treated 
exclusivly all diseases 
of the Sexual Organs, 
in the cures of which 
he stands preeminent 
SPERMATORRH(OEA 
and IMPOTENCY 
as the result of self- 
abuse in youth and 
sexual excesses in ma- 
: furer years, causing 
NK. night emissions by 

o o-———o——~¢ dreams, loss of sexu 

hoe i power renderin, 
erras [pones end npaprp eia re “aes 
ermanen an outside a) . j 
Ve WO STOMACH MEDICIN USED. Itis one 
of Dr. ‘Fellows’ valuable discoveries, which is en- 
tirely unknown to the medical profession. It is 


: not a catch-penny get up, such as a pad, belt, pas- 


tile, nor magnetic appliance, but simply a medi- . 
cin to be applied externally on the parís affected, 
which cures by absorption. Send five 2-cent stamps 
for his ** Private Counselor,” giving, informa- 
Address Dr. R. P. Fellows, Vineland, N. J. 
and say where you saw this advertisment. 


. B.—Dr. Fellows begs leave to say that he ie 


ari Infidel of the most pronounced character. Bro. 
Liberals, your patronage 18 solicited. 


TT 


OF ONE OF 


"SHOPPEL'S MODERN HOUSES” No. 8. 
(Just Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. : 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces, for 
constroching a model pouhe; with plain directions 

or putting them together. 

While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. It is, in fact, a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, so exact that it is useful to 

ers. 2 

55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 

$500 to $15,000). 

2 New Designs for Barns. 

1 New Design for a Chapel. J 

Drawings and description of a model Kitchen. 

(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect, Cistern. 
An Article on Villa Park Associations. 
BENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE, $t.. 
: Address 
THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN A830". 


191Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other hag 
always opposed it. 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents ; 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish that the friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


THE MODERN BALAAM. 


Showing the Balaam of, modern times to be the 
priests. fiis splendid pictorial argument. Price 
per dozen, 30 cents; per hundred, $1.50. . 


CHRISTIANITY 


A REWARD FOR CRIME. 
Substantiated by the Bible. 


BY 
O. B. WHITFORD, M. D. 
Price 16 Cents. | Per Dozen, $1.00. 


TRUTH SEEKE 
eae THE RUIN E Nor York. 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers’ Convention, January 29, 1894. CO, 


10 cents. 


"7308 


Bews of the Week. 


NovEMBER "th was the 250th anniversary 
of the founding of Harvard College. 

Tux Prohibition vote in New York last 
week was 574 out of & possible 240,000. 


THERE is another great strike among the 
butchers of Chicago, 20,000 men having quit 
work. > 

Tur Vermont House of Representativs has 
passed a bill granting suffrage to women by a 
vote of 135 to 82. 

Tux first snow of the season fell last Sat- 
urday night in many places between Minne- 
sota and New York. 


THE proposition to hold a convention to re- 
vise the constitution of New York was car- 
ried at the late election. 


Tue people of Brule Co., Dakota, hav 
elected a woman, Miss Alice J. Sanborn, 
. superintendent of schools. 


Mrs. CLEVELAND was in New York last 
week. She is at present the object of daily 
increasing national interest. 


Presipent CLEVELAND declines the degree 
of LL.D., which Harvard College contem- 
plated conferring upon him. 


Tux people who voted for Henry George 
for mayor of New York will organize them- 
selvs into a permanent party. 


Tur Rev. C. P. McCarthy said in his last 
Sunday's sermon that he expected Henry 
George would be a candidate for president in 
1888. 

Tux torch on the statue of Liberty is not 
lighted regularly, no provision having been 
made for that object. The expense of the 
light is $60 per night. 

PuirapzreHiA, it is reported, will soon hav 
a labor party. The preliminary steps toward 
its organization hav been taken, and an effort 
will be made to capture the mayoralty. 


Tue executiv committee of the Paris exhi- 
bition: has granted $30,000 with which to 
constrüct the proposed tower 984 feet high. 
It will be the tallest structure in the world. 


Oxe Donovan, a New York pressman, 
dropped from the new suspension bridge at 
Niagara Falls last Sunday, a distance of 200 
feet. He was injured by his foolhardy ex- 
ploit to the extent of a broken rib. 


Lorp BRABOURNE, writing to the editor of 
Blackwoo@s Magazine, accuses Mr. Gladstone 
of serious misstatements and perversions of 
Trish history, without the courage to defend 

or the candor to withdraw them. 


M. Pasteur has informed the Academy of 
Sciences that he has treated during the past 
year 2,490 persons who had been bitten by 
animals, and that out of this number only ten 
had died. Of the patients 1,726 were French. 


' Miss Rose ELIZABETH CLEVELAND is very 
unhappy over „her late experience as an ed- 
itor. Her publisher is something of a rogue, 
and refuses to pay for articles which Miss 
Cleveland caused to be written for his maga- 
zine. . 

Turre is a movement in LaCrosse, Wis., 
to enforce the entire Sunday law. Even sgl- 
aried singers in churches hav been notified 
that they will be arrested if they sing. The 
mayor is threatened with arrest unless he en- 
forces the law. f 


DisrRi0r ATTORNEY Riperway, of Brook- 
lyn, was reélected last week. Thisisa great 
disappointment to Anthony Comstock, as 
Ridgeway has uniformly declined to prose- 
cute cases brought before him by that spy 
and informer. 


A WiwwieEG plasterer named Shules, who 
contemplated leaving that place for the old 
country, recently sold his wife and five chil- 
dren to à man named Williams for $70. An 
agreement was drawn up between the two 
men, and the property was formally trans- 
ferred. ` 


Mr. Jous NEWMAN, a respected citizen of 
Jackson, Tenn., took a pistol one day last 
week and went out and shot the Rev. G. W. 
Hinkle in the shoulder, inflicting a painful 
wound. It is the ‘‘old, old story." The 
Rev. Mr. Hinkle had betrayed the wife of 
Mr. Newman. 


Mention has been made in these columns of 
the Rev. Father Sherman, of Brooklyn, 
whose recent marriage escapade brought out 
the fact that he had more mistresses than 
statute law allows, whatever canon law may 
provide for. Mr. Sherman evidently comes 
of a bad family. Last Sunday his brother 
was arrested for burglarly. 


Gems of Ghought. 


- Iv should be the labor of our lives to inform our- 
selvs of the uses and abuses of everything that 
exists, and to learn to make a proper use of all we 
come in contact with.—D. M. Bennett. 

Ir is not possible to hav the true pictures and 
statues of Cyrus, Alexander, Cesar; no, nor of 
the kings or great personages of much later 
years, for the originals cannot last, and the copies 
cannot but lose of the life and truth. But the im- 
ages of men’s wits and knowledge remain in books, 
exempted from the ruin of time, and capable of 
perpetual renovation. Neither are they fitly to be 
called images, because they generate still, and 
cast their seeds into the minds of others, provok- 
ing and causing infinit actions and opinions in 
succeeding ages; so that, if the invention of the 
ship was thought so roble, which carrieth riches 
and commodities from place to place, and con- 
sociateth the most remote regions in participation 
of their fruits, how much more are letters to be 
magnified, which, as ships, pass through the vast 
seas of time and make ages so distant to partici- 
pate of the wisdom, illuminations, and inventions, 
the one of the other.—Lord Bacon. 


COURAGE, courage! Deliberate valor is God's 
highest gift, and comes not without trial to any. 


‘Times will mend, or, if times never mend, then, in 


the devil’s name, let them stay as they are, or 
grow worse, and we will mend. I know but one 
true wretchedness—the want of work (want of 
wages is comparativly trifling), which want, how- 
ever, in such a world as this planet of ours, cannot 
be permanent unless we continue blind therein.— 
Cariyle's Letters. ] 

Ir might be supposed that as in the philosophy 
of Jesus poverty was equivalent to virtue, and 
misery a passport to eternal bliss, sickness would 
also be a beatific state. But Jesus, like the other 
Jews, believed that disease proceeded from sin. 


‘In Palestine it was always held that a priest or a 


prophet was the best physician, and prayer, with 
the laying on of hands, the most efficacious of all 
medicins. Among the sins of Asa it is mentioned 
that, having sore feet, he went to a doctor instead 
of to the Lord. Jesus informed them on whom he 
laid his hands that their sins were forgiven them, 
and warned those he healed to sin no more, lest a 
worse thing should come upon them. Such theo- 
logical practioners hav always existed in the East, 
and exist there at the present day. A text from 
the Koran, written on a board, and washed off in- 
to a cup of water, is considered god's own physic, 
and as the patient believes in it, and the mind can 
sometimes influence the body, the disease is occa- 
sionally healed upon the spot. The exploits of 
the miracle doctor are exaggerated in his life 
time, and after his death it is declared that he (1) 
restored sight to men that were born blind, (2) 
cleansed the lepers, (3) made the lame to walk, (4) 
cured the incurable, and (5) raised the dead to 
life.—Reade’s Martyrdom of Man. 

JEFFREY frankly admitted that he disliked the 
wrangling to which Carlyle treated him. Never 
having had much of acreed himself, he thought he 
had daily less; and having no tendency to dogma- 
tism, and no impatience of indecision, he thought 
zeal for [or against] creeds, and anxiety about 
positiv opinions, more and more ludicrous. In 
fact, he regarded discussions which aimed at more 
than exercising the faculties and exposing intol- 
erances, very tiresome and foolish.—Froude’s Life 
of Cartyte. 

For forms of government let fools contest, 

Whate'er is best administered is best ; 

For modes of faith let graceless zealots fight, 

His can’t be wrong whose life is in the right. 
: —Pope. 

To a person uninstructed in natural history, 
his country or seaside stroll is a walk through a 
gallery filled with wenderful works of art, nine- 
tenths of which hav their faces turned to the wall. 
Teach him something of natural history, and you 
place in his hands a catalog of those which are 
worth turning round. Surely our innocent pleas- 
ures are not so abundant in this life that we can 
afford to despise this or any other source of them. 
We should fear being banished for our neglect to 
that limbo where the great Florentine tells us are 
those who, during this life, "wept when they 
might be joyful."—Huzley's Lay Sermons. 


Tuer fact that Christ lived in Palestine does not 
tend to show that he was in any way related to the 
Holy Ghost; nor does the existence of the Chris- 
tian religion substantiate the ascension of Jesus 
Christ. We all admit that Socrates lived in 
Athens, but we do not admit that he had a familiar 
spirit. I am satisfied that John Wesley was an 
Englishman, but I hardly believe that God post- 
poned a rain because Mr. Wesley wanted to 
preach. All the natural things in the world are 
not sufficient to establish the supernatural.—Inger- 
soli. 

THE BARTHOLDI STATUE. 
The land, that, from the rule of kings, 
In freeing us, itself made free, 
Our old world sister to us brings 
Her sculptured dream of liberty. 


Unlike the shapes on Egypt's sands 
Uplifted by the toil-worn slave, 

On Freedome's soil with freemen's hands 
We rear the symbol free hands gave. 


O France, the beautiful ! to thee 
Once more a debt of love we owe; 

In peace beneath thy fleur-de-lis, 
We hail a later Rochambeau ! 


Rise, stately symbol! holding forth 
Thy light and hope to all who sit 

In chains and darkness! Belt the earth 
With watch-fires from thy torch uplit! 


Reveal the primal mandate still 

Which Chaos heard and ceased to be, 
Trace on mid-air th' eternal will 

In signs of fire: “Let man be free !” 


. Shine far, shine free, a guiding light 
To Reason’s ways and Virtue's aim, 
A lightning flash the wretch to smite 
Who shields his license with thy name ! 
—John Greenleaf Whittier. 


Odds and Ends. 


A WILL with a codicil is an old testament and a 
new testament, but it isn’t a Bible. 

Tar Roman empire declined and fell. In this 
respect it differs from a man. If he declines, he 
won't fall. 

“Hav you license in Pennsylvania?” asked a 
Buffalo young lady, deeply interested in temper- 
ance work, of a Pittsburgh visitor. “License!” 
replied the latter, “I should just think we had. 
Why, you can’t even get married without one.” 


CuRonoLocy.—Old gentleman (putting a few 
questions): “Now, boys—ah—can any of you tell 
me what Commandment Adam broke when he 
took the forbidden fruit?” Small scholar (like a 
shot): “Please, sir, th’ worn’t no Commandments 
then, sir !” : 

RETURNED missionary (who piles it on pretty 
thick) : “I was once captured by cannibals, and 


-thought my time had come at last. Just as they 


were about putting me in a huge caldron of boil- 
ing water, I tripped up’ the two guards, and 
started on a race for life. I ran steadily for three 
days and three nights before I distanced the last 
of my blood-thirsty pursuers.” Little Johnny 
(disgusted): ** Why didn’t you stand your ground, 
and whip the whole settlement single-handed, as 
you did the other times?” Returned missionary 
(turning it off): “Oh, I was afraid of getting ina 
stew, my young friend.” 

“ Her majesty,” writes a London correspondent, 
“ eats at state dinners without gloves." The reg- 
son for that is at once apparent. It enables her 
majesty to get a better grip on the wing of a 
chicken. In wrestling with the common hen of 
commerce at the dinner table, she must be handled 
without gloves, or the battle islost. Gloves would 
also be very much in the way when her majesty 
desired to clutch an ear of corn by each end, the 
tip and the lobe, so to speak, while she gnawed at 
it amidships. You sec, there are a hundred emer- 
gencies that might arise during the progress of a 
state dinner wherein gloves would be in the way. 


Tur father of the family stands in a threatening 
attitude, thoughtfully trimming the larger knots 
off a nice.long birchen rod. Before him, tremb- 
ling, his darling son; never dearer: than now, iD 
his twelfth year, and but recently jn mischief. 
The son, breaking the silence, which had grown 
painfully embarrassing, speaks: ‘ Father, the 
preacher ’s in the parlor talking to sister Sophia 
about joining the church, the baby 's sound asleep, 
and mamma ’s lying down with a headache. Can't 
we compromise this thing some way for the sake 
of harmony within the party?" And white- 
winged peace stole softly into that room, and fold- 
ing her snowy pinions, sat down on a hassock as 
though she intended to stay there until she 
hatched out a Turkish lounge. 


TEE champion liar hails from Pike county, Ind., 
and the following yarn is probably the greatest 
effort of his life: *A young lady who was watch- 
ing my binding harvester, at work, fell upon the 
table and was carried up with the grain. As the 
girl was about the size of a bundle, the machine 
did not recognize the difference, and so she came 
through with a neat little string around her waist. 
One of the harvest hands caught her as the 
machine ‘kicked’ her out, and set her on the 
ground right side up, when it was found that she 
had been more frightened than hurt.” Now, if 
this veracioug agriculturist had only added that 
the machine threshed the young woman, and 
shook from her face the flour without which no 
self-respecting young woman’s toilet is complete, 
and barreled said flour for market by the aid of 
the young woman’s hoops, his story would possess 
a completeness and symmetry which would cause 
it to pass curent everywhere as a great unap- 
proachable work of art. 


Faz in the deep where darkness dwells, 
A land of horror and despair, 
Justice has built a dismal hell, 
: And laid her stores of vengeance there. 


Eternal plagues, and heavy chains, 
Tormentiug racks and fiery coals, 

And darts to inflict immortal pains, 
Dipped in the blood of damned souls ! 


There Satan; the first sinner, lies, 
And roars and bites his iron bands, 
In vain the rebel strives to rise, 
Crush’d with the weight of both thy hands. 


There guilty ghosts of Adam’s race 
Shriek out and howl beneath thy rod. 

Once they could scorn a savior's grace, 
But they incensed a dreadful God. 


Tremble, my soul, and kiss the son, 
Sinner, obey the savior’s call ; 
Else your damnation hastens on, 
And hell gapes wide to wait your fall! 
—I. Watts, Humorist. 


* How shall we reach the masses?” asks a relig- 
ious paper. Dear brother, you can best reach 
them with a spoon. Go for them with a knife and 
fork. Humanity’s tender point is its paunch. 
The conscience of man may be seared as with a 
a hot iron, but his maw is ever open to impres- 
sions. His intellect may be stunted, but his ap- 
petite is a giant. Take him to the concert or the 
theater, and he comes away to seek the nearest 
feeding place, where he may gorge himself before 
he sleeps. The little struggling church that bank- 
rupts itself still further by venturing on a lecture 
course, finally lifts itself clear out of debt by a 
series of suppers. A man who will not pay fifty 
cents for a book will dump one dollar and fifty 
cents’ worth of dinner intọ his system. A picnic 
without ten parts of feed tò one part of band is a 
fiat failure. When we “receive” a ‘distinguished 
guest we feed him ; when we say '* good-bye” to an 
eminent citizen we giv him something to eat. We 
hav a feast for the wedding guests, luncheon for 
the Watchers, and a light collation for the mourn- 
ers. There are a thousand restaurants to one 
library, yea, more. By and by, if the principles of 
evolution be true, this world will be peopled by a 
race of stomachs with legs and arms. The legs 
will be needed to carry the stomach to the trough, 
and the arms to fill it up. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, NOVEMBER i13, 1886. 


THE HUMBOLDT LIBRARY. 


Price 15 cents each rumber, unless otherwise marked, 


L. Light Science for Leisure Hours. A series of 
ar essays on astronomical and other 
natural phenomena. By Richard A. Proc. 
or, F. 
2. The Forms of Water in Clouds and Rivers Ice 
and Glaciers, 19 illustrations. By sohn Tyn- 
all, F.R.S. 
3. Physics, and Politics. An application of the 
principes ot of Natural Bagehot A Polities 
ociety. alter ageho uthor o 
“The Yinglish Constitution.” ' 
4, Man’s Place in Nature. With Bumeroue illus. 
trations. By Thomas H. Huxley, F 
5. Education, Intellectual, Moral, and Ph l, 
By Herbert Spencer. E ysioa : 
6. Town Geology. With Appendix on Coral and 
Coral Reefs. By Cha: es Kingsley. 
7. Conservation of. Energy. With numerous Illus- 
trations. By Balfour Stewart, LL.D. 
8. Study of Languages. þrought back to its Trua 
principles. arcel. 
9. The Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer. 
10. Theory of Sound in its Relation to Music, 
unerous illustrations. By By Prof. Pietro 
Bu erna, 


The Naturalist on the River Amazon. A rec- 
ord of 11 years’ travel. By Henry Walter 
12. Bates, F.L.S. Not sold separately. 
18. Mind and Body. The theories of their rela- 
tions. By Alexander Bain, L 
14. The Wonders of the Heavens. 
By Camille Flammarion, 
15. Longevity. The means of prolonging life after 
mid ddle age. By John 4 prolongin S. SENS 


82 illustration: 


16. Origin of Species. By Thomas H. Huxley. 
Progress: Its Law and Cause. With other dis- 
quisitions. By Herbert Spencer. 
Lessons in Electricity. 60 illustrations. Br 
J onn Tyndall, F. 3 
Familiar Essays on tifi . 
iar Es ays on Scien c Subjects. By 

Romance of Astronomy. By R. Kalley Miller, 

The Physical Basis of Lifi ith oth 
By Thomas H. Huxl lys ERS. DISSE IRAE 

Seeing and Thinking. B; 

e TA d pr ug. By William Kingdon 
raay Sophisms. A review of current 
eorics conce nin oms, Apes 
By Samuel Wainwright, D.D. PRAD 2 
Po lar Scientific Lectures. Ilustrated. By 
. H. Helmhcltz 

Origin of Nations. By Prof. Geo. Rawlinson, 
Oxford University. 

The Evolutionist at Large By Grant Allen. 

History of Landholdin: n England. By 
Joseph Fisher; , F.R. HS. 

Fashion in Deformity, as illustrated in the 
customs of Barbarous and Civilized Races. 
Numerous illustrations. By Wiliam Henry 
Flower, F.R.8 

29. Facts and Fictions of Zoology. Numerous 

illustrations. By Andrew Wilson, Ph. D. 

30, } Study of Words. By Richard Chenevix 

21, Trench. 

32. Hereditary Traits and other Essays. By Rich- 

ard A. Proctor. 

33. Vignettes from Nature. By Grant Allen. 

34, Philosophy of Style. By Herbert Spencer. 

35. Oriental Religions. By John Caird, Pres. 

niv. Glasgow, and Others. 

86. Lectures on Evolution. Illustrated. By Prof. 

T. uxley. 
87. BEI Lectures on Light. Ilustrated. By John 


S 2) Gsological Sketches. By Archibald Geikie, 
40. The Evidence of £ Organic Evolution. By Geo. 


omanes, F 

4. Current Discussions in Science. By W. M. 
Williams, 

49. History of the Science of Politics. By Freder- 
ick Pollock. 


43. Darwin and Humboldt. By d Huxley, 
Professor Agassiz, and othe 
ra 


Dawn, of History. By C. F. tent"; of the 
British Museum. 
46. Discases of Memory. Th. Ribot. Tran- 


B. 
8lated from the French by J. Fitzgerald 
47. CR of Religions. By Edward Clodd, 
AL ADs 


48. Lifein Nature. Illustrated. By Jas. Hinton. 
49. The Sun : its Gonstitution; its Phenomena}. 


its Condition. By Judge Nathan T. Carr, 
Columbus, Ind. 
50.1 Money and the Mechanism of Exchange. Dy 
51.) Prof. W. Stanley Jevons, F.R.S. 
52. Diseases of the Will. By Th, Ribot. Trans- 
lated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. 
By 


53. Animal Automatism, and other Essays. 
Prot. T. H. Huxley, 8. 


54, Birth and | Growthof Myth. By Edward Clodd. 


65. Scientific Basis of Morals, and ihe Essays. 
By William Kingdon Clifford, F. 


ot Illusions. By James Sully. 


58.) The Origin of Species. By Charles Darwin. 
59.) Two double numbers, 30 cents each. 
60. Childhood of the World. By Edward Clodd. 
61. Miscellancous Essays. By Richard A. Proctor. 
62. Religions of the Ancient World. By Prof. Geo. 
Rawlinson, University of Oxford. Double 
number, 80 cents. 
63. "RED. Morality. _ By Thomas Fowler, 
Dj president of Corpus Christi College, 
Oxf for 
Distribution of Animals T Plants. By A. 
Russel Wallace and W. T, Thiselton Dyer. 
. Conditions of Mental Development; and other 
Essays. By Wm. Kingdon Clifford. 
. Technical Education; and other Essays. By 
Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. 
The Black Death. An Account of the Great 
Pestilence of the Fourteenth Centurs- 
F. C. Hecker. 
68. Spe ecial number, 10 cents.) Three Essay, 
erbert Spencer. 
69. (Double tion to Anthropol Fetichism : A Cow- 
itbution to Anthropo ogy and, the ‘History 
tze, P Trans- 


Religion. By Fritz Sch 
lated roin the German by y. E ir 


M.A. 
70. Essays Speculativ and Practical. By Herber 
Spencer. 


64. 


67. 


"i. Anthropology. By Daniel Wilson uu. p 
With Appendix on Archeology. By E 
Tylor, F FS. 

72. Fhe Dancing Mania or the Middle Ages. By 

F. C. Hecker, M.D. 


78. Evoletion in History, Language, ana Science. 
Four Addresses delivered at the London 
Crystal Palace School of Art, abe ice and 
Literature. 

74. The Descent of Man; ‘and selection in relation 
to Sex. By Charles Darwin. In & parts 
15 cents each. 


Add-^ss THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
88 Clinton Place, New Wk, 


os Sm 


A JOURNAL OF FREETHOUGHT AND REFORM. 


. Entered at the Post-Office at New York. N. Y. as Socond-class Matter. 


Te BO a 
DIE YE HAVE FAITH SS 

AND DOUBT NOT, — SN XN 
YE SHALL SAY UNTO THIS ~ fune 


MOUNTAIN, “BE THLY REMOVED, S 


` BE THOU CAST INTOTHE SEA: 
i IT SHALL BE DONE |’. zs 


X ST MATT. xr. 27 JST 
SS. ieee, ESE 


5I 
D 
Y 


A TRIAL OF FAITH. 


— dates and Clippings. 


. Warp, the Socialist, who was arrested in 
Trafalgar Square, London, on the 9th inst., 
was fined ten shillings for disturbing the 
peace. . : REN 


Tue Supreme Court at San Francisco, Cal., 
has just rendered a decision that marriage 
' under assumed names does not invalidate the 
contract nor leave the parties free to marry 
under their true names. 


Tax Vatican is preparing for publication an 
encyclical letter condemning the Italian gov- 
ernment, whose policy, the letter will say, 
places the pope in the power of a revolution 
which menaces his liberty. 


OLIVER WENDELL Hormes is justly annoyed 
at the fact that he has been quoted in a Bos- 
ton paper as saying that Emerson came from 
the ''dirtiest" instead of the ‘‘ daintiest 
sectarian circle of the time." 


A MaN out in Omaha, afflicted with corpu- 
lency, tried the faith cure and has reduced 
his weight seventy-five pounds. He had to 
attend service three times a day, and the 
church was two miles away. 


THE pastor of a Boston church, it is said, 
recently gave out the hymn beginning, “I 
love to steal awhile away," and the Sunday. 
school superintendent took it as a persona} 
reflection and resigned his charge. 


Mr. O. B. FRorHINGHAM, in some remarks 
hefore the Unitarian Club in Boston on a late 
occasion, said, ‘The problem of religion 
to-day is to translate the religion of the par- 


lor into the language of the shop; to take it 
out of the hands of gentlemen and put it into 
the hands of men.” 


A oonvention of Presbyterians at Pitts- 
burg, Pa., last week passed a resolution to 
the effect that organ music in churches is 
* without the authority of divine appoint- 
ment under the New Testament dispensation.” 


‘A Lyns clergyman relates that on one oc- 
casion, after marrying a couple, an envelope 
was handed to him which he supposed, of 
course, contained the marriage fee. On open- 
ing it he found a slip of paper on which was 
written: ‘ We desire your prayers.” 


TniEvES broke into the Methodist and Epis- 
copal churches in Hempstead, L. L, a few 
nights ago. Finding nothing that they con- 
sidered worth taking away, they drank the 
communion wine and departed. As the 
thieves are still at large, the efficacy of the 
dose has not been noted. 


Pror. R. A. Prooror, the astronomer, 
writes to the St. Louis Globe-Democrat that 
the angel with the drawn sword in midair 
over Jerusalem, as mentioned in the Bible, 
was probably a comet. The professor is 
moved to make this suggestion by the Globe- 
Democrats compositor making Peter speak of 
a ** comet” where Mr. Proctor wrote “ event” 
in a previous article. 


A BuoxinenaM (England) farmer has just 
presented his first-born for christening at his 
parish church with twenty-six Christian 
names from the scripture, and representing 
every letter of the alphabet. Thenames com- 
menced with Abel and ended with Zachariah. 
It was only with the greatest difficulty that 


the clergyman persuaded the farmer to con- 
tent himself with the first and Jast of the ap- 
pellations proposed. The surname of the 
infant is Jenkins. Ao 


ARTHUR Bures, editor of the Montreal, Can.; 
Lanterne, is reported to have. been excom- 
municated by the Catholic church. : His of- 


fense was attacking the Roman Catholic: 


hierarchy and its teachings. He urged the 
confiscation of church property and that mar- 
riage should be made a civil contract in Can- 
ada as in France and the United States. 


Tur Rev. E. A. Farmer, of Plainwell, 
Mich.,is an enthusiastic Prohibitionist. Ina 
recent sermon he said; ** Any: Christian who 


refuses to vote the Prohibition ticket ought: 


to be yoked to the devil and made to toil for 
a thousand years on the hot. pavements of 
hell.” This was too strong for his flock, and 
the Rev. Farmer will be asked to resign. 


THE Young Men's Christian Association is 
considered a good business investment in 
many Western towns. "The Atchison, To- 
peka & Santa Fe Railroad contributes $1,000 
& year to the association at Topeka, besides 
contributing liberally to the association in 
Kansas City. In San Francisco, Wells, Fargo 
& Co. make their employes members of the 
association at an annua] expense of $250. 


M. Pav Berr, French minister resident in 


Annam, who was reported to be critically ill- 


with fever, died Nov. 11th. Prime Minister 
de Freycinet annonnced M. Bert’s death in 
the Chamber of Deputies, and that body at 
once adjourned. M. Bert was long professor 
of physiology in the faculty of science at Bor- 
deaux, and uchieved a high reputation in the 
Scientific world. He was elected to the 


National Assembly in 1871, and ten years 
later was appointed minister of public instruc» 
tion. He wrote much on scientific topics. 
*He was fifty-three years old. 


Tur Rev. Mr. Inglis is a Presbyterian min- 
ister of Toronto in good standing, who is 
editorially connected with the Toronto Globe, 
Not long ago a Presbyterian paper of Toronto 
printed an article in which it was stated that 
all writers for secular newspapers are liars ; 
and Mr. Inglis, thinking that this was a re- 
flection on him, brought the matter up in the 
Presbyterian Synod. But nothing came of it, 
and the reverend gentleman is still waiting 
for & vindication. 


Tuowàs CARLYLE told this story in one of 
his letters: Stupid boys are a dreadful curse; 
and foolish mothers often make it worse; 
there is no remedy but patience; let things 
take their train without struggling too fierce- 
ly against them ; you will find it best.: There 
is a test, not quite scriptural, but which suits 
you exactly in its purport. A minister in the 
Middlebie pulpit was attempting to preach 
upon these words: ‘He that is unholy, let 
him be unholy still.” The poor man; as you 
know, perhaps. could do nothing but repeat 
and re-repeat the verse, ‘He that is un—,” 
etc., having totally forgotten the beginning of 
his sermon. An upland proprietor listened 
to him with increasing impatience, reiterat- 
ing the words, till at length another He that 
is unholy drove the worthy Laird out of all 
composure; he started up, squeezed on his 
hat, and stalked grnffly along the passage, 
muttering: ‘‘ He that is a confounded Jack- 
-ass, let him be a Jackass still!” There is 
much truth in that prayer, much good 
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GQommunications. 


Earthquakes and Volcanoes. 


The recent earthquake in Charleston has caused 
considerable excitement in this country. People look 
. upon it as a great disaster, and so it was; but when 
we come to compare it with some other disasters of 
the same kind that hav taken place within the past 
255 years, this earthquake is hardly worth mention- 
ing. People read the accounts of these disasters in 
other countries where they are frequent, and soon 
forget all about them. Then, again, the mass of the 
people are so ignorant of the extent of damage 
done and the great. amount of human lives lost by 
these earthquakes and volcano eruptions, I thought 
an interesting article could be written on the subject. 
If you think my efforts to interest the readers of Tux 
Trora Seexer hav not failed, you can giv them the 
benefit of my researches into the subject, and then, 
I think, they will agree with me that the causes of 
earthquakes are not from the elements above the 
earth or the slipping of the land underneath, as some 


would-be professors, or, in other words, cranks, hav. 


stated, but that it is, as we learn from a study of 
geology, caused by the pent-up vapors and gases 
from the internal fires of the earth. 

In 1631 the volcano Vesuvius burst out, and sent 
a stream of lava down its sides which destroyed 
Resina; again, in 1784, Vesuvius destroyed Torredal 
Greco, and 400 persons lost their lives. Again, in 
1822, this voleano burst out with an awful explosion, 
which blew out the crater, 2,000 feet deep, and .blew 
off more than 800 feet of the top of the mountain. 

In 1669 Etna belched forth lava which over- 
whelmed fourteen towns and villages before reach- 
ing Catania, the walls of which were 60 feet high. 
It accumulated until it reached the top of the wall; 
it then poured over and destroyed a part of the city. 
It flowed on for 15 miles further to the sea, with a 
depth of 40 feet. Again, in 1819, this volcano burst 
out, and a stream of lava flowed from it for nine 
months. 

In 1692 an earthquake destroyed three-fourths of 
the city of Port Royal, in Jamaica. The land 
swelled and heaved like the waves of a sea. 
tains 8,000 feet high were rent and shattered. 

November 1, 1755, an earthquake occurred at Lis- 
bon, and in six minutes the greater part of the city 
was destroyed, and 60,000 inhabitants perished. The 
sea was greatly agitated, and many boats and small 
vessels were destroyed. The shock was felt almost 
all over the whole earth. ‘Mountains in Portugal 
were split in two, and portions of them thrown into 
the valley below. 

Springs throughout Europe became hot. A village 
in Morocco, Africa, was engulfed, with about ten 
thousand persons. 

In 1772: Papandayang, a lofty volcano in Java, 
while in eruption fell in and disappeared with its 
inhabitants, for a space of fifteen miles long and six 
wide. 

In 1783 there were 349 earthquake shocks felt in 
Italy. On March 28th all the towns and villages 
around the city of Oppido for twenty-two miles in 
every direction were destroyed; the earth heaved 
and rolled so that people experienced the sensation of 
seasickness. 

In 1783 the volcano Skaptar Jokul burst out, and 
two streams of. lava flowed off in opposit directions. 
One of them was forty miles long and seven wide, 
the other fifty miles long and twelve wide. About 
1,300 persons lost their lives; 20,000 horses, 7,000 
cattle, and 130,000 sheep were destroyed. 

In 1811 South Carolina was shaken up by an earth- 
quake which extended up the Mississippi valley. 
The earth opened in many places, and lakes 20 miles 
long were formed and others were drained. 

- On April 5th, 1815, an eruption occurred in the 
mountain Tomboro in the island of Lumbawa. It 
continued until July. The explosion from this erup- 


tion was heard 970 miles away. Out of a population, 


of 12,000 only 26 survived. Violent whirlwinds 
caused by this eruption carried men, horses, cattle, 
and everything else into the air. Large trees were 
torn up by the roots, and the sea was covered for 
many miles with floating timber. The ashes fell a 
distance of 300 miles away. Floating cinders two 
feet thick fell on the ocean for several miles, through 
which ships passed with difficulty. Day was con- 
verted into the darkest night by the fall of these 
: ashes and cinders. 

On Jan. 16, 1819, an earthquake occurred which 
‘submerged the village of Lindre, sinking 2,000 square 
‘miles of land, and water arising in the place of the 
land: ae 

On May 30, 1840, the voleano Kilanea, in the 
Sandwich Islands, commenced to pour out its lava. 
-It flowed. for three weeks. The stream of lava was 
from 1 to 5 miles wide and 40 miles long to the sea, 
and a half-mile wide where it entered the sea. The 
depth of the stream was from 100 to'200 feet. Hills 
were melted down like snow, and forests fell like 
grass in a prairie fire. The coast was extended a 
quarter of & mile into the sea, and the ocean was 


Moun- |. 


| heated for twenty miles along the coast. The light 


of this voleano could be seen 100 miles at sea, and 
fine print could be read 40 miles out at sea by night. 

In 1877 the voleano Cotopax had an eruption that 
destroyed, by an upheaval of water, 1,000 persons. 
This voleano is 19,000 feet high ; the force required to 
raise lava to the top of the voleano is ten tons per 


square inch, yet it has been known to project matter- 


6,000 feet above the top of this volcano, and it once 


threw a stone weighing 200 tons a distance of nine 


miles. BLS iy m e 

Here we hav accounts of some twenty towns, vil- 
lages, and cities that hav been destroyed by earth- 
quakes and voleano eruptions, where the loss of life 
is not known. The list of lives lost by earthquake 
and voleano, where the number is given, amounts 
thus far to 84,674. I will now continue the list of 
the principa! earthquakes up to the present time with- 
out going into details: 


In 1822 earthquake in Aleppo destroyed............ 80,000 
In 1850 ee at Naples VEREOR ,000 
In 1851  * in Italy He V ies 14,000 
In 1857 “ «€ m MM cS 22,000 
In 1859 es at Quito, Peru “  ........... 5,000 
In 1860  * at Mandoja “ee. 7.000 
In1868  * at Phillipine Islands destroyed 10.000 
In 1868 s in Peru destroyed... ... 25,000 
In 1879 “ in Persia e ve 1.000 
In 1881 « in Scio D . 8.00 

In 1888 ae in Island of Ischa destroyed. 2,000 
In 1883 es at Asia Minor destroyed....... 57 


In 1888 volcano in Java destroyed..................... 100,000 


The earthquake at Asia Minor rendered 14,678 
persons homeless. == > 

The recent earthquake in Charleston destroyed 
some 50 persons, and many hav died since from ex- 
posure. 

Here we hav a list of 230,107 more lives lost in this 
way, making a total of 314,781. Now, if we could 
know the number of lives. lost by the destruction of 
those towns, where the loss of life is not given, I hav 
no doubt the number would reach 400,000 lives lost 
in this way within the past 255 years. 

The recent earthquake in Java split a mountain 
7,000 feet high into seven parts. I hav seen it stated 
that the recent'shock in Charleston damaged church 
buildings to the amount of more than $1,000,000. 

Now I wish to ask my Christian friends if this does 
not. look as if the Lord had not much respect for the 
institution which is dedicated to his praise. Also 
does it look as though he had any respect for his 
children either, to allow such needless destruction of 
human life? Why not ordain that all should liv to 
a good old age, and die a natural death after a life of 
usefulness? Do not say he cannot prevent these 
things as long as you claim he can create worlds at 
wil. . 

If there be such a God as you claim, and he can 
prevent such disasters as are daily taking place, and 
will not, then I wish to know what fiend could be or 
do worse ; if he cannot prevent such disasters, then I 
fail to see wherein he is à God of any power. In 
either case I cannot see wherein such a God as the 
Christians claim is worthy of the worship of man. 

Cincinnati, O., Nov. 1, 1886. C. D. WALLACE. 


M99 — ————— 


Sunday Laws aud the Late Election. 


During last winter the reverends and their dupes 
were fanatical in their attempts to enforce the unjust, 
inequitable, and infamous Christian Sunday laws in 
St. Joseph, Mo. 

At the January term of the circuit court there were 
283 indictments found against the people by a big- 
oted and prejudiced grand jury, that old religious 
relic of the British Star Chamber court. 

The reverend intimidators raved like madmen. 
They imported Sam Jones, at an immense outlay of 
money, and threatened to crush out all human free- 
dom—convert Sundays into dead days, except for 
libeling the dead friends of humanity, slandering the 
good, and blaspheming the great motiv power, the 
Jaw governing the universe on Sundays as on all 
other days. oe 

It seemed that human liberty, freedom, right, good, 
justice, equity—everything tending to elevate, edu- 
cate, enlighten, improve, and make humanity better— 
had been destroyed, overthrown; and that evil, tyr- 
anny, ignorance, bigotry, and the combined enemies 
of mankind had triumphed, gained the ascendency, 
and were riding roughshod in- corruption over the 
innocents in the once fair temple of liberty, headed 
by Christian priests. The sheriff of our county made 
himself especially obnoxious to the people by his 
subserviency to the Pharisees. He was put forward 
on the regular Democratic state, Congressional, 
and county ticket for Buchanan county, Mo., and 
every candidate on that ticket was elected by large 
majorities, except this candidate for sheriff, who was 
beaten by the people’s and workingmen’s candidate, 
Joseph Andriano, by a majority of over two hundred. 

This shows what an outraged people can do, and 
what they will do in vindication of freedom and the 
right when driven to the wall by a lazy and useless 
reverend priesthood. 

The case of the young woman who was attacked 
by a maddened heifer in the cattle-yard, on Friday 


morning last, lias attracted considerable attention. 
The brute attempted to gore her, but the young 
woman seized her by the horns, and, while dragged 
and trampled and bruised and painfully injured, the 
girl cried lustily for help, but no human, saint, angel, 
son, virgin, or mother of God, nor God himself, 
heard her, or if hearing her, heeded not her cries for 
aid; but a kindly-disposed cow in the yard attacked 
the infuriated heifer, and kept it up until she com- 
pelled it to turn to defend itself against the cow, and 


by this stratagem the girl was enabled to escape, 


thus proving that a beast—a poor brute of a cow— 
was more kind and useful than all the special provi- 
dences and gods in the universe—more of a savior 
for this girl, though of great courage and presence 
of mind in persisting in the effort to preserve her 
life against the superior force of the heifer, than all 
the crucified saviors of the religious world. 

So with this sheriff When the conflict came on 
with an aroused people, God and savior, saints and 
the church militant, all went down before this people. 
Prestige, prayers, prejudice, combined with religion 
and despotism, all melted down before a courageous 
people resolved to be free. ` P. V. Wise. 

St. Jo., Mo., Nov. 7, BM. 286. 


eo 
Pious Cant in Politics. 


In one of his speeches for Mr. George, in New 
York, Mr. Powderly gave utterance to this rash 
thought: “I agree with Henry George that all men . 
should hav those things that God ordained they 
should hav.” Such radicalism roots out all resist- 
ance. It remained for Mr. George to reply that he 
agreed with Mr. Powderly that “ men should not hav 
that which God ordained that they should not hav,” 
and harmony between the two would hav been com- 
plete, but Mr. George lost his opportunity. 

It is just to Mr. Powderly to say that he does not 
often offend with utterly empty phrases like the one 
we quote, but the trick of the platform builders, and 
those who undertake to make people think that fine 
words butter their parsnips, needs exposure none the 
less. And the flippant introduction of * God" into 
all sorts of political oratory is even more reprehen- 
sible. Above all things deliver the labor cause from 
pulpit cant and the old rags of theological discourse. 

If Mr. Powderly and the rest of the pious poli- 
ticians will observe things as they are, they will 
see that “ God" is always on the side of the strong- 
est, and helps only those who help themselvs, having 
apparently “ ordained” that men should hay those 
things .which they can get, without regards to 
methods used in getting them. So the introduction 
of “ God” into politics and other affairs, while it may 
weaken the thoughtless by making them less self- 
reliant, does not strengthen the thoughtful or en- 
courage the despondent. It means nothing, or else, 
worse than nothing, that in the work in hand the 
strong shall triumph over the weak and then devour 
them, this being the divine method of settling all 
differences, without regard to such purely human 
considerations as right and justice. 

Mr. George’s seventy thousand votes are of more 
account than all the gods that George or l'owderly 
can invoke, but this does not destroy the force of 


‘| Powderly's remark or dim the luster of his wonderful 


discovery that men should hav those things which 
they should hav, leaving out of the question the 
possibly unimportant fact that in determining what 
are the things that men should hav and what are the 
things they should not hav, all differences of opinion 
arise and all contests, political or other, hav their 
cause.— Winsted Press. 
a 
- Mr. Bowman’s Epigrams. 

If lies would choke & man, we would hav no 
preachers. . 

According to the Bible, which is the devil—Jehovah | 
or Satan? 

Old maids who can’t get anyone else to love can 
fall back on Jesus. 

It is hard to believe anything in this age when peo- 
ple buy their beauty at the store, wear false hair, eat 
with false teeth, and hav a false religion. 

’Twas by wrong they conquered all, and by right 
that they shall fall. Their sweet by-and-by all de- 
pends upon a lie. Grorar W. Bowman. 

—— e — — —- 
A Syllogism. 

* Whoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger 
of hell-fire" (Christ, Luke v, 12). 

* But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy 
soul shall be required of thee” (Christ, Luke xii, 20). 

“Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quick- 
ened, except it die” (Paul, 1 Cor. xv, 36). 

Whover says to another, “Thou fool,” is in danger 
of hell-fire.  . E 

Christ, or God—or both—and Paul did say, “Thou 
fool!” to others. Therefore—what? The reader can 
work out the syllogism.to suit himself.— 7nvestigator. 

+2. 


: Senp to Tue Trours Szexer office for a catalog of 
the books we hav for sale. The catalog is free. 


emy 
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Che American Secular Bunion. 


The Congress of the American Secular Union. 


The delegates and audience were slow in. getting 
into Chickering Hall Thursday, the 11th, and when 
Colonel Ingersoll ascended the platform at 10 o'clock, 
only about a dozen people were in the seats in front. 
Mr. Ingersoll promptly adjourned the meeting till 
3:30 p.m. to giv the folks time to find the hall. After 
he left. the audience came, and went, and came again 
at 3:30 BM. ^ $ 

The carefully prepared program of the secretary 
was useless. It had been intended to get through a 
good portion of the business on Thursday, but it was 
not done. At the time appointed for the afternoon 
session about three or four hundred were in the hall. 
Colonel Ingersoll, accompanied by Mrs. Ingersoll, 
and one of his daughters, was on time, and took the 
chair. A speech from him at this time was not on 
the program, and when he stood up, he said after- 
ward, he did not intend to speak & minute. His 
appearance was greeted with hearty and sincere ap- 
plause. At his irst word the house wasstill As he 
spoke the loving appreciation of the audience seemed: 
to urge him on, and, regardless of his physical 
infirmity, he gave the audience one of his splendid 
addresses. * We hav met,” he said, “for the purpose 
of comparing: experiences and ascertaining whether 
we hav advanced during the past year, and whether 
our cause has a better chance of succeeding now than 
one year ago 

“Everyone should choose to be goverred by his 
own mistakes rather than by the ignorance of others. 
Man has braved public opinion, endured every possi- 
ble form of torture, braved every kind of contempt 
and scorn through ages. . And.we ought not to ex- 
pect people to advance too rapidly. They are 
weighted by hereditary vices that they call virtues. 
They hav a respect for the past that is a contempt 
for the present. We hav had to war with aggregated 
capital. Asa rule, institutions hav influence accord- 
ing to their wealth, because, as a rule, men kneel ac- 
cording to their wants, and he who fills the palm of 


-beggary controls the beggar, at least while looking 


at him. I say that no gift of money to an institution 
which carries with it an obligation to teach the su- 
perstitions of the donor should ever be accepted. It 
is a curse and not a benefit, Some one left money 
to Andover seminary poisoned with the condition 
that the mistakes of the donor should be perpetuated. 
Now arises in the history of that institution the ques- 
tion whethét-it shall lose the money, or. whether, on 


the other hand, it shall teach what we know are lies, 


out of pure economy. Missionaries were sent to 
India to instruct the poor, ignorant Hindoos that if 
they would become Christian men and women they 
would afterwards be changed to winged creatures in 
heaven. If they refused to believe the scriptures, 
they would go to hell. The poor, miserable heathen 
wanted to know what had become of their fathers 


and mothers, and the missionaries were happy to in 


form them that they were down in hell. The result 
was that those missionaries didu't hav very good 
luck. The Hindoos preferred their own heaven to 
an LEaglish paradise, and all their friends in. a hot 
place. Some missionaries dared to suggest that 
there might be an appeal to a higher court, and a 
new trial for the Hindoo fathers and mothers, and 
that maybe they would not stay in hell after all. 
These men are now on trial before the Andover 
board of executors There is an illustration of the 
poisonous burdens with which donations are weighed 
down. Here iu this city is another, right over in 
Stuyvesant Park. Its gates are closed, and the 
women and children driven out at sunset. "The key 
is turned by a Dutchman who died two hundred 
years ago. These things ought not to be. Let the 
dead take care of themselvs and not impose any 
birden on the living. When we go from here we 
abdicate in favor of the babes who follow us. Let 


. us leave no grievous restrictions on their action. 


* Every one sees that the old monarchies are dying 
out. The people, after centuries of oppression, are 
slowly but surely crowding the kings from their 


' thrones and the crowns from theirbrows. Politically, 


the world has passed its midnight. It is growing 
wiser. People are beginning to recognize the fact 
that there is no direct providence; that God answers 
one prayers as he does the other—by not answering 
either. The infinit being is simply a phantom which 
men hav ereated out of ignorance and fear, and, in 
some cases, love. I don't want to hurt the feelings 
of the thousands who honor and love such a being. 
Vd like to know that for every tear shed by the suf- 
fering poor there is in store a sacred joy. I'm will- 
in to hope for the best. But I want to see that 
hope at every grave. Ido not want to heara devil 
hissing like a snake in the mourner's ear, ‘There is 
a world of torment for you.’ We ought to get all 
the happiness we can out of this world, and leave the 
next—or the next twó—to take care of themselvs. So 
far as I’m concerned I wouldn't swap off the society 
of one being I love for the society of the whole 
Trinity in the next world. 


Tae board is orthodox, and apparently neglectful of the pub- 
lic demand, and unless they consent there is no way to com- 
pel them to do so, except by withdrawing all municipal sup- 
port whatsoever for the maintenance of the museums, except 
on condition that they be opened on Sundays. This is the 
next step to be taken. We hav respectfully petitioned the 
trustees, we hav appealed to their sense of justice, and with- 
out avail. They hav given no answer to the voice of the 
people. They are silent. The only possible course now 
to adopt is to say to the trustees of these institutions: ‘It is 
notright,so long as you disregard the wishes of the vasí 
majority of the citizens, to giv your institution any support 
out of the funds of the city raised by taxation. You are 
practically allied with the church, and in this case, as in all 
others, there must be a total separation of church and state. 
That which is paid for by all the people should be for the 
benefit of all the people." Agitation on this principle will be 
continued until the museums are open on Sunday or they be- 
come no longer public institutions, supported by the public 
treasury. Private institutions can be conducted as their 
owners desire, but public institutions, supported by taxation, 
should not be under the control of a private corporation. 
The commonwealth which pays the money should exercise 


* Look how our Christian community prevents dis- 
cussion of the inspiration of the scripture. In many 
of our states you cannot open your mouth to say you 
don't believe the Bible is inspired without opening 
the door of a prison. The army of thousands of 
gigantic intellects called ministers cannot answer an 
argument against their religion except by a sheriff! 
All the ministers I know are apologizing for their 
Bible. They are ashamed of it. Why don’tthey tax 
the churches? A man who works for a dollar a day 
builds a hut worth a few hundred dollars, and he 
pays roundly in taxes to support the flag that flies 
above it and for the government that protects it. 
I think God ought to pay his taxes, too. I would 
impose no burden on the devout men who spend their 
money in preaching what they believe to be a divine 
religion to the poor. But when they go into the 
dome business they ought to pay. The cathedral 


worth millions, with its gold and silks and colors in 
the walls, ought to pay taxes while the home of the 
laboring man does. All forms of oaths in courts 
should be abolished. The oath as now administered 
puts all men on a par before a jury. The rascal 
kisses the book and forms a temporary partnership 
with God. His word alone is good for nothing; but 
the jury credit the firm. The marriage laws ot New 
York, and of many of our states, would disgrace à 
tribe of savages. No gentleman wants a woman to 
liv with him any longer than she cares to stay. Yet 
the church decrees that she can be loosed from the 
bonds for only one cause, and the law of New York 
shuts out every other ground for divorce. I believe 
in the sanctity of marriage. It is a contract that 
should always be made public, to end only when one 
of the parties is covered under the sod, but there 
should be release from its obligations when they are 
galling to either of the parties. To keep together a 
man and a woman who hate each other is to lower 
the standard of morality in the coming race.” 

At the conclusion of Colonel Ingersoll’s address, 
adjournment was taken to 8 o'clock in the evening, 
when to a very fine audience, Vice-President T. B. 
Wakeman, delivered his lecture on * Liberty, Science, 
and Humanity." 

The first busiuess session of the Congress opened 
Friday morning. Vice-President Watts in the chair. 
A Committee on Credentials was chosen. This con- 
sisted of C. B. Reynolds, A. C. Macdonald, and E. A. 
Stevens. The Committee reported as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON OREDENTIALS. 

Your Committee on Credentials beg leave to report that 
the following named persons are entitled to seats and votes 
in this Congress: 

Col. Robt, G. Ingersoll, 
John E. Itemsburg. 
Mattie P. Krekel, 
Horace Seaver, 
William Algie, 

Titus L. Brown, 


Charles Watts, 
Thadileus B. Wakeman, 
James Parton, 

Parker Pillsbury, 
Robert C. Adams, 
Helen H. Gardener, 
Samuel P Putnam. - Courtlandt Palmer, 
Charle: B. Reynolds, - Eugene M. Macdonald. 

Society of Humanity: Mrs. Clara Neymann, Edward W. 
Searing. F. C. Leubuscher, C. L. F. Bridge. David Plumb. 

Manhattan Liberal Club: T. B. Wakeman, A. C. Mac- 
donald, Mrs. F. C. Hallock, M. A. Sutherland, Mary Levison. 

Bennett Secular Union: Daniel E. Ryan, George E. Mac- 
donald, H. J. Thomas, Charles L. Andrews, Mrs. E. A. 
Spencer. 

Chicago Secular Union: E. A. Stevens, J. 8. Y. Roig, 
Samuel L. Weber, William Vaughan. 

: Philadelphia. Secular Club: Philip Peabody, Mme. Louié, 
Herman Berls. 

Secular Union of Saginaw, Mich.: Ferdinand Goldsmith, 
Charles Move, J. H. Burnham, J. F. Butterworth. 

Albany Secular Union: J. J. McCabe, C. H. Luck, Wm. 
Dickson. Wm. H. Williams, Joseph McDonough. 

Newark Secular Union: ©. A. Marshall, Cora J. Marshall, 
H. G. Avery, W. W. Morris, Alexander Jarvis. 

Boonton Secular Union, N. J.: Florence Henyon, Kate 
Booth, Jessie Booth. : 

Hempstead Secular Union: C. F. De Mott, H. H. Geer, 
J. Carman, M. Tracy, R. B. Jackson. 

Mrs. F. C. Reynolds, secretary N. Y. F. A.; W. T. Gallo- 
way, Moptezuma, N. Y.; Wm. Thorpe, Balston, N. Y.; Sam 
Wetherill and Jobn W. Black. Jobston, N. J.; Earnest 
O'Malley, Boston, Mass.; J. D. Mallonee, Cleveland O.; 
J. P. Mendum, Boston, Mass.; Lucy Coleman, Syracuse, N. 
Y.; J. G. Kline, Altoona, Pa.; G. G. Grower, Ansonia, 
Conn.; L. K. Washburn, Boston, Mass.; Dr. A. G. Austin, 
Williamson, N. Y. . 2 


The Secretary next read his report as follows: 
REPORT OF SECRETARY. 

The main work done by the American Secular Union dur- 
ing the past year is as follows: 

1. The effort for the opening of the museums in Central 
Park on Sunday. This is the most important effort ever 
made in that direction, aud created wide disscussion and in- 
terest. A petition was circulated, to which over ten thou- 
sand names were attached of the officers of the city govern- 
ment, judges of the courts, business and professional men, 
including some. clergymen, and thousands of the working 
people. The petition represented the almost universal senti- 
ment of the city, and, with but few exceptions, was sup- 
ported by the secular press. Resolutions were passed by 
various labor organizations in this city, the voice of a hun- 
dred thousand workingmen heartily advocating the Sunday 
opening. The petition was presented to the trustees of the 
museums, together with an address, which has been pub- 
lished ‘in pamphlet form. The secretary was not allowed to 
speak in person before the trustees. and therefore he was 
obliged to send his argument in writing. Up to the present 
time no answer has been received to the petition and the ad- 
dress. If the museums were entirely under the control of 
the city, they would be opened without delay. But they are 
partly private iustitutions, originally started by. individuals, 
represented by a board of trustees, and, by contract with the 


city, this board has the power to open or shut. At present 


the control. 
In regard, therefore, to the opening of the museums on 


Sunday the secretary reports progress, but progress that 


shall not cease until justice is established. 

2. The next effort of the Secular Union for the accom- 
plishment of its purpose has heen in regard to church taxa- 
tion. A bill was introduded into the legislature at Albany 


for impartial taxation, by the Brooklyn Constitutional Club. 


The bill was lying inanimate in the committee room with but 
little prospect of discussion. "The secretary went to Albany, 
conferred with members of the legislature, conferred also with 
the members of the Brooklyn Constitutional Club, called a 
meeting of the representativs of this club, of the New York 
State Freethinkers’ Association, and the Secular Union, and 
arrangements were made for a thorough debate of the bill in 
the committee, and for a decided effort to bring it before the 
legislature for action. This latter could not for the present 
be accomplished; the committee refused to report, but the 
discussion in the committee has been published in the pam- 
phlet, * Impartial Taxation,” and this is a most valuable 
campaign document. It contains important facts and argu- 
ments in regard to church taxation. 

On this point also the secretary reports progress, but prog- 
ress of great significance. 

8. In accordance with the instructions of the Congress, 
which included work in the field, the secretary devoted him- 
self constantly to lecturing for seven months in the states of 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas. Nebraska, and 
Colorado, and the territories of Wyoming, Utah, Idaho, and 
Montana. He traveled over ten thousand miles, delivered 
one hundred and forty.six lectures, and organized twelve 
new societies. Nearly one hundred of these lectures were 
given in places where no Freethought lectures had ever been 
given before. Of course, under such circumstances, it cannot 
be expected that there would be a great pecuniary return. 
The total amount raised during the trip was $1,262. The 
expenses for railroad fare, hotels, hall rent, advertising, etc., 
were $882, leaving $380, above these necessary expenses, not 
including the salary of the secretary for the time being. The 
work accomplished by thc secretary must be looked upon 
not simply for its present influence, but for its promis, for 
the way that is now open for still greater and more remu- 
nerativ work in the future. It should be judged, not as a 
completed work, but as the beginning of what isto be pur- 
sued for a series of years. The present result is cheering, 
but when we think of what may be done on the basis of this 
year’s work, the outlook is indeed radiant with hope. It 
needs but courage, patience, and energy, and the great West 
will be ablaze with Liberalism in the next quarter of a century. 

The lecture work need not be stated in detail. In the let- 
ters written weekly to Trg Trora SEEKER and Investigator 
all information tLat might interest the general Liberal public 
is given, and the meaning and breadth of the work made 
known. 

These letters, consisting of three or four columns, written . 
every week from various points, form a part of the report of 
the secretary. This correspondence has been 8 valuable por- 
tion of the labors of the secretary. "The letters hav been 
widely read; hav helped to make acquaintance and sympa- 
thy throughout the land; hav brought Liberals into more inti- 
mate association, so that unity has become more expressiv 
and a source of strength to all the scattered forces of Free- 
thought. Thus the trip was made serviceable by both the 
platform and the pen. 

The secretary has also entered into correspondence with 
several hundred Liberals throughout the country, and in this 
way also the spirit of fraternity has been maintained. 

Sixteen new societies hav been formed, sixteen life mem- 
bers added, and five hundred and two annual members. 

The work of the last year has thus been an advance. 
Something has been accomplished. The Union occupies & 
better position to-day than it did one year ago. It has lost 
nothing, and it has gained. There has beena year of growth, 
and the secretary presents his report °.zith the assurance that 
the work begun need only be prosecuted from year to year 
with unabating energy to be preéminently successful. 

The secretary would call attention to a few points: 

(1) The work of the Union has been peculiar, It has en- 
croached upon no other province. It has not prevented 
activity in other directions. It has not done that which 
would hav been done had there been no American Secular 
Union. It has simply filled a vacant place. The work of 
the past year of the Union would not hav been done without 
the Union. If one admits the value of the work accom- 
plished, then he must admit the value and necessity of the 
Union through whose existence alone and method of action 
the work could hav been achieved. Had it not been for the 
national organization, the effort for the opening of the mu- 
seums on Sunday would not hav been made; there would 
hav been no discussion of the bill for impartial taxation in 
the committee and the publication of the arguments; there 
would hav been no pioneer lecture trip, where nearly one 
hundred lectures hav been delivered in places where Free- 
thought has never been publicly declared before; there 
would not hav. been the large acquaintance among the Lib- 
erals of the land which now exists through the weekly corre- 
spondence in th@Freethought journals. All the rest of the 
Liberal work might hav been done, the same as it is now, but 
the work of the Union during the past year would not hav 
been done, but would hav been absolutely undone. The 
Union has accomplished a peculiar and unprecedented task 
in the movement of Freethought in America. . 

The wisdom of sticking to the Nine Demands as the basis 
of work has been sufficiently vindicated. "There is no better 
fighting ground. On that success is sure. Beyond that as 
an organization the Union cannot go. Whatever may be the 
opinion of its individuals on the thousand subjects that 
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oceupy the attention of the human mind, it is affirmed that 
this basis of work is destruetiv and not constructiv. In this 
lies the very strength and imperious necessity of the Union. 
"Art is long and time is short, the poet says.. Construction or 
art, which is building, requires centuries for its unfoldment. 
It transcends all organization. It requires a thousand 
agencies. It cannot be hurried. Human will, like the 
waves of the sea, makes only a part of the great deep of its 
infinit advance. It defies calculation and oversweeps the 
mightiest wisdom of the brain. The constructiv forces of 
human society are simply countless; they are varied. They 
spring from a million motivs. They cannot be caught and 
analyzed. They are for beauty as well as for truth. It re- 
quires time, evolut on. for the broad basis of constructiv 
fellowship to be established. And we must leave to these 
the establishment of its successful instrumentalities. At 
present it is impossible to formulate a creed or choose its 
method. 

It is the destructiv work of to-day that is the vital force of 
the constructiv work of the future. For constructiv work 
to ignore the destructiv work is for the child to be ignorant 
of its mother. All the glory of the future is born of the 
ruin of to-day. The giant forces of Liberalism now are the 
forces that break down, are the forces that oppose injustice. 
superstition, and tyranny. They are the forces of war, and 
not of peace. Such are the Nine Demands. They seek the 
removal of wrong, of that which everybody knows to be 
wrong. There is no question in regard to the justness of 
our position. There is no division of sentiment, and can be 
none. When the battle is won our forces may scatter into 
different fields of effort, but on these points there is the most 
thorough and complete unanimity. There is no mental res- 
ervation. It is said our work is not permanent. We hope 
that it is not, that some day we shall win the victory aud dis- 
band our forces. But though our work, is not permanent, it 
is of vast magnitude. Accomplish our work and & mighty 
step is made in human advancement. Accomplish our work, 
and American liberty is forever secure. 

Admit that our work is destructiv, it is still absolutely 
necessary, and 80 most noble in its meaning and power, and 
because destructiv, there is more vitality in it, as in the ranks 
of battle there is the most living unity of force. If not per- 
manent, our work will last as long as we liv, and to accom- 
plish these demands will be the greatest achievement that any 
of us can help to do in this transition age of the world. 

It has been suggested that the Union should no longer be 
an activ institution, but that, after this two years’ campaign. 
it now retire to inglorious ease. Its officers, it is said, should 
be scattered, instead of concentrated in one place, with op- 
portunity for Constant. counsel. The secretary should be a 
home body, instead of a pioneer worker. He should stay at 
home and simply watch proceedings, and from time to time 
report progress. This might do if we had the elegant build- 
ings of our orthodox adversaries—the sumptuous office-room, 
‘the gorgeous upholstery, the full coffers, and the lazy dignity 
of the missionaries of the cross. Tunis is a nice arrange- 
ment for a millionaire corporation that can pay big salaries, 
and expect nothing in return, but it won’t do for the Amer- 
ican Secular Union. That is a fighting institution. To do 
battle is the very soul of its organization. To stay at home 
would be complete annihilation. The life of the Union is in 
its activity. The policy adopted at Cassadaga of employing 

. asecretary who shall be exclusivly devoted to the Diu 
who shall traverse the whole field, and be present at all 
points, not as a looker on, but a8a worker—has accomplished 
much that is valuable, and, with better organization, better 
knowledge and experience, far greater work can be done in 
the future. - 
` It must be remembered that we are working against for- 
midable odds, that any gain is a great gain amid so many 
adverse Circumstances. Organized superstition is against us. 
The only way to meet it is by organized Liberalism. Mis- 
takes may hav been made, but these can be rectified. Since 
we contend against injustice, the spirit of justice should pre- 
vail iu our own ranks. Though the work we engage in is 
destructiv, our methods should be thoroughly humanitarian. 
Coming together on this important occasion, reviewing the 
work of the past, considering what has been done, what may 
be done, no doubt we shall find a way to more effectual 
eoóperation. . 

It has heen suggested that the vice-presidents of the As- 
sociation, carefully selected, should constitute a part of the 
the Board of Directors with the other officers of the Union. 
Such an arrangement might be for the greater usefulness and 
democratic power of the body. é 

It has also been suggested that the Congress, instead -of 
meeting every year, should meet once in two years, as a mat- 
us of economy, considering the present reverses of Liber- 

ism. 

"These and other points that may be suggested, it is hoped, 
will receive the amplest discussion and elucidation at this 
Congress. i 


E. A. Stevens moved that the secretary’s report be 
received and referred to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions. J. D. Mallonee had a communication. which 
he wished to read as an amendment to the report. 
The‘chair ruled it out of order. His communication 
was finally referred to the Committee on Resolutions. 

In the absence of the treasurer Mr. Putnam read 
the treasurer’s report. 

The following committees were then appointed: . 

Avpitine Committee. — C. A. Marshall, Charles 
Eckhard, C. P. Somerby, William Thorpe, Daniel E. 
Ryan. Mr. Somerby declined to serve. 

CowwrrTEE on HrsoLuTIONSs.—E. M. Macdonald, L. 
K. Washburn, Helen H. Gardener, Lucy N. Colman, 
E. B. Foote, Sen. Helen Gardener resigned. 

CowxrrTEE ox NowimaTIONS.— E. A. Stevens, L. K. 
Washburn, A. C. Macdonald, C. B. Reynolds, -S. R. 
Wetherill. 

The chairman of the Executiv Committee then 
made the following report: : 

- REPORT OF OHAIRMAN EXEOUTIV COMMITTEE. i 


Before the aims and objects of the Amerigan Secular Union 
can be accomplished, the people must De educated to a 
knowledge of the justice of our claims, and more fully under- 
' stand how the success of our association in securing the Nine 

Demands of Liberalism will promote their best interests by 

securing for all men, and am women with men, equal civil 

gad religious rights, regardless of religious faith or the lack 

of it. j f 

I accepted, when reélected at your last Congress, the posi- 
tion of chairman of the Executiv Committee on the under- 
standing that, if not fully one-half, at least a good proportion, 


as 800n as there was any available funds. 
applications for this, but although tue cost would be bui 
trivial, the funds hav not been obtainable. 
Seeker Company generously offered toward the close of the 
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of the funds raised should be devoted to the judicious circu- 
lation of Liberal literature, thus building up the cause in new 
fields, and aiding and encouraging the lonely ones in their 
efforts at propaganda work. I respectfully suggest that we 
need carefully prepared pamplilets, giving. in as concise form 
as possible, the historical-facts, the evidences of the fallacies 
of the Old and New Testament; the true history of the actual 
effects of Christianity upon mankind from its first access to 
power in the days of Constantine to the present time; the 
proofs that Christianity utterly fails to meet the wants of the 
people, and incentiva to more useful, lovable, purer, and con- 
sequently happier lives. While the iconoclast work is abso- 
lutely essential, we must not rest content with tearing down 
the tottering hovels of superstition, but must build up goodly 
palaces with foundations of truth and reason in their stead. 
The judicious distribution of $5 worth of Liberal literature, 
the securing of one yearly sub<criber to any of our best peri- 
odicals, will bring more intelligent persons to our views than 
any two lectures —save, of course, those of Colonel Ingersoll. 
When Colonel Ingersoll is announced to lecture, the people 
are prepared and all anxiety to hear him. This does not 
apply to any other Liberal lecturer. On the contrary, I 
think all hav at some time realized how worse than useless 
the outlay and labor of getting up 2 lecture in p aces where 
the people bav not first been aroused to interest in the sub- 
ject by the distribution of Liberal literature. When, by read- 
ing. a demand to hear the living exponent of Secularism is 
created, there is very little trouble in obtaining funds. and 
good audiences are insured, and if a good, live, working local 
Liberal society, with science school on Sunday, is not organ- 
ized. the fault is with the lecturer. How to provide this 
needed supply of suitable Liberal literature, and secure its 


judicious, thorough d's ribution, is a question of vital import. 


This claims, and I most respectfully solicit for it, the most 


earnest consideration of this Congress. 


I deplore the fact that I cannot giv a very encouraging re- 
port of work. accomplished during the past year. Justice 


compels me to inform you that the reason was not lack of 


willingriess to work on my part, but absolute impossibility of 


obtaining funds, even sufficient to print by-law, hints and 
suggestions how to conduct local societies, duties of officers. 


and members of committees. In Michigan, Pennsylvania, 
and New York, wherever I hav organized local Liberal 
societies, I hav had to write out by-laws, hints. instructions. 
a tedious, laborious talk. I made most earnest appeals in 
the Board of Directors, and a resolution was passed thai 
these necessary papers and suitable leafiets should be printed 
I hav made many 
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vear to print by-laws, instructions, etc., and donate them. 


but I did not fcel that it would be justice to avail myself of 
their generosi 


y- I would respectfully protest against being 
misunderstood. Every member of the Board of Directors 
was just as anxious for success as I was; each and every 
one of my colleagues had the interest of the cause at heart. 


Some, doubtless, had less high appreciation of leaflets and 


by-laws, and did not regard them asof such great importance 
as I do, but every officer of the American Secular Union has 
always been ready to do all in their power to help in any way 
whereby the cause could be advanced. Not the individuals, 
but the manner of doing the work, with all due deference 
to its authors and advocates, I claim, is lamentably at fault. 
And the results after two years of trial at an expense of 
nearly nine thousand dollars, certainly pleads moss earnestly 
for a change of methods, and will plead excuse for my sug- 
gesting & new departure for your consideration. In the 
Seventh Day Adventist ranks the ministers in leading posi- 
tions are always expected and required to take the lead in 
self-sacrifice and bearing burdens. Those who most cheer- 
fully do this are most beloved and respected, and after a few 
years are generously provided for. - 

It is impossible for the most able worker to be in two 
places at once, and I suggest there is palpable absurdity in 
having a secretary traveling immense distances to lecture, 
absent from headquarters three-fourths of the year. Neces- 
sarily while in one section lecturing, the other parts of the 
field suffer for lack of proper attention. 

We need an office secretary, to hav constant care and 
watchfulness over the whole work. A secretary of untiring 
energy, persistent devotion to the cause, one wiling to work 
365 days in the year, and, whenever necessary, half the 
nights also; who will study economy in expenditures of the 
tunds of the society and hisvwn, and be content, till the cause 
is built up, and can afford to pay fairer salary, to do all the 
work required for $500 per year. 

The sccretary should keep constantly posted as to the 
movements and whereabouts of all our Liberal lecturers. 
maintain Correspondence with officers of every orgauized 
state and local society, and solicit correspondence with the 
lonely ones and ali willing workers who desire to establish 
local Laberal societies in their neighborhood. 

Tue secretary should hav charge of and furnish the leaflets, 
with hints and suggestions to those desirous of doing propa- 
ganda work. 

When, after faithful distribution of Liberal literature, 
there is a desire expressed to hav a lecturer,the secretary 
should ascertain the amount friends can subscribe, and their 
first, second, and third choice of lecturers, communicate 
with the lecturer, then prepare a brief synopsis of the case, 
and take it to each of Lhe eaecutiv committee of the board of 
directors, and, on their sanction and advice, offer the lect- 
urer then nearest to uat piace a speCitied sum, to deliver the 
needed course of lectures and organize society, giving lect- 
urer option to accept a certain amount in full for services, 
and pay into the tunu alı sums Cuntrivuted, or accept a sum 
with iue privilege of retaluing all pums that may be con- 
tributed. 

By this plan all lecturers would be deeply interested and 
equity secured, and travel Over back and forth over same 
ierritory avoided, and help affurded where most needed. 
How to obtain a steadily increasing revenue to carry on the 
work is a question presented tur sulution to yoar honorable 
body. Justice demands tat all should help in the work: to 
tue extent of their abiuty, and not leave ail the burdens to 
ihe generous wealtuy, wno would bé more willing to giv 
liberally if only ali evinced a little more of the first principles 
of Secularism—Justice! 1 suggest the secretary publishing 
in Tux laura BkkKER, Lnvestiywior, and ironclad Age every 
month an itemized account of expenditures, with name of 
persons to whom and for what service money is paid. 


The report was referred to the Committee on Res- 
olutions. E 


Joseph Frankel took the floor to make a sugges- 


tion as to the establishment of a lecture bureau. 
Mr. Frankel did not think that the distribution of 


tracts was of so much importance as the maintenance: 
of an activ lectureship. The Newark Union, with 
which Mr. Frankel was connected, was a very success- 
ful body owning its own hall. Lecturers were better 
than tracts in Newark because the press reported 
them. He believed in good lecturers, but not in 
cranks. Some of the speakers who came to Newark 
were a damage to the cause. He wanted a lecture 
bureau, so that cranks could be weeded out, and a 
circuit formed. ] 

After Mr. Frankel's remarks the Congress adjourned 
till afternoon. ^ 
` The afternoon session was addressed by Mr. Rey- 
nolds on “Ninetenth Century Persecutions.” The 
evening session was addressed by Samuel P. Putnam 
and Charles Watts upon a “New Heaven and a New 
Earth,” and “Theological Misconceptions,” respect. 
ivly. 

Saturday morning the Congress assembled to hear 
reports of Committees. The Committee on Resolu- 
tions and Communications reported as follows: 


RESOT UTIONS. : 

Believing with the founders of the American Republic that 
civil government is & natural and secular institution, and not 
a divine and supernatural one; and believing, too, that the 
human mind in the process of government and education 
should be entirely free from the trammels of superstition ; 
we, the American Secular Union, in Congress assembled at 
New York, do hereby resolve: That we reaffirm, as the true 
basis of a perpetual union, the following demands of Lib- 
eralism : 

1. We demand that churches and other ecclesiastical prop- 
erty shall be no longer exempt from just taxation. 

9. We demand that the employment of chaplains in Con- 
gress, in state legislatures, in the navy and militia, and in 
prisons, asylums, and all other institutions supported by 
public money, shall be discontinued. ' . 

8. We demand that all public appropriations for educa- 
tional and charitable institutions of & sectarian character 
shall cease. ' 

4. We demand that all religious services now sustained by 
the government shall be abolished; and especially that the 
use of. the Bible in tlie public schools, whether ostensibly as 
a text-book or avowedly as a book of religious worship, shall 
be prohibited. ; ; 

5. We demand that the appointment, by the president of 
the United States or by the governors of the various.states, 
of all religious festivals and fasts shall wholly cease. 

6. We demand that the judicial oath in the courts and in 
all other departments of the government shall be abolished, 
and that simple affirmation under the pains and penalties of 
perjury shall he established in its stead. . 

7. We demand that all laws directly or indirectly enforcing 
the observance of Sunday as tlie Sabbath shall be repealed. 

8. We demand that all laws looking to the enforcement of 
‘Christian’ morality shall be abrogated, and that all laws 
shall be conformed to the requirements of natural morality, 
equal rights, and impartial liberty. 

9. We demand that not only in the Constitutions of the 
United States and of the several states, but also in the prac- 
tical administration of the same, no privilege or advantage 
shall be conceded to Christianity or any other specia! religion ; 
that our entire political system shall be founded and admin- 
istered on a purely secular basis; and that whatever changes 
shall prove necessary to this end shall be consistently, un- 
flinchingly, and promptly made. j 

Resolved, That all who favor the secularization of our gov- 
ernment be earnestly and cordially invited to unite and be- 
come activ members of the American Secular Union, and that. 
Liberals everywhere be requested to organize local Unions, 
lyceums, kindergartens, and all other instrumentalities for 
educating children in the principles of science and Secular: 
government. ' 

-Resolved, That universal education should be the basis of 
universal suffrage in this republic, to be secured under pres- 
ent laws and proper legislation, and finally to be guaranteed 
by amendment of the United States Constitution requiring 
every state to maintain a thoroughly secularized publieschoo 
system, and to permit no child within its limits to grow up 
without a good elementary education. 

Resolved, That in the exercise of suffrage the law should 
recognize no sex; and that we sympathize with the move- 
ment for the enfranchisment of woman. f 

Resolved, That we deprecate the growing differences be- 
tween the producing classes and organized monopolies, and 
we are in sympathy with all movements that look to a rea- 
sonable solution of these questions, upon the basis of equal 
and unrestrained justice. 

Resolved, That we denounce the arrest in New Jersey of 
Charles B. Reynolds for alleged blasphemy as a dangerous 
attempt to strangle free speech—a disgrace to our times and 
even to that religion which has no rival as a persecutor for 
opinion’s sake. We hold it to be the duty of every Free- 
thinker in the country to do what he can for freedom by sus- 
taining Mr. Reynolds, and thus ‘teach the church better 
than to attempt to decide metaphysical questions by brute 
force.” We specially call the attention of Freethinkers to the 
danger of altowing blasphemy laws to remain upon the 
statute books of the country and urge them to make unceas- 
ing efforts to repeal every h'aspneniy law in every state in 
the Union. We pledge to Mr. Reynolds our sympathy, our 
efforts for his liberation from bonds, and our moral and 
financial support till he is again a free man. 

Resolved, That this Congress recognize the value of the 
services of its secretary, Mr. Samuel P. Putnam, during the 
past year, not alone for the great good accomplished by his 
efforts for the Sunday opening of the museums — by his efforts 
before our legislature in behalf of impartial taxation—by the 
multitude of lectures he has delivered the past year—by the 
organization of societies—but as well for his untiring devo- 
tion to the interests of the American Secular Union and the 
spirit of self-sacrifice he has shown under most discouraging 
circumstances. perd 

In the matter óf the communications referred to your com- 
mittee, we recommend that those of 8. A. McGutfin of the 
Woman's Freethought Educational Union of. America, W. 
F. Jamieson, Jeremiah Hacker, and Mrs. A. M. Freeman, be 
received, acknowledged by the secretary, and placed on file. 

We recommend that the report of the chairman of the Ex- 
ecutiv Committee be received and: placed on file, and we 
recommend the directors of the Union to carry out such of 
its suggestions as are feasible and practical. 

We recommend that upon the communication of the Cleve- 
land League no further official action be taken, 
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The Committee on Nominations reported as fol- 
lows: 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS. 

Your Committee on Nominations, after careful considera- 
tion, beg leave to report as follows: 

President, Courtlandt Palmer. 

Vice-Presidents, D. A. Blodgett, Charles Watts, John E. 
Remsburg, Thaddeus B. Wakeman, Horace Seaver, John 
.W. Black, Mrs. A. M. Freeman, Mattie P. Krekel, Jas. Par- 
ton, Wm. Algie, Titus L. Brown, Robt. C. Adams, A. T. 
Lilly, Dr. J. R. Monroe. 

Secretary, Samuel P. Putnam. 

Treasurer, Charles Eckhard. 

Chairman Executiv Board, E. B. Foote, Jr. 

The first choice for president was, of course, 
Colonel Ingersoll,but he said he did not beliéve in 
third terms. He wanted a rotation in office. His 
choice was J. P. Mendtm, but Mr. Mendum declined 
to serve. 

Saturday afternoon the Congress: was addressed 
by Dr. T. L. Brown, Mrs. F. C. Reynolds, and J. J 
McCabe. 
K. Washburn, and E. A. Stevens royally entertained 
the audience. 

Saturday night closed the sessions of the Congress. 
There were no meetings Sunday till evening, when 
Helen H. Gardener and Robert G. Ingersoll lectured. 
Miss Gardener's paper was “The Pulpit, Pew, and 
Cradle.” It will be in print, we understand, before 
long. Mr. Ingersoll’s address was entitled “A Lay 
Sermon.” It is the best sermon ever delivered by 
_ anybody anywhere. When he appeared the audience 

‘shook the house with applause, and the stenographic 
report of his sermon was so liberally sprinkled with 
applauding parenthetical inclosures that we cut them 
out to save space. The full report is given on pages 
744 and 745 of this paper. 
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The Lay Sermon by Mr. Ingersoll. 


We hav printed an extra number of this week’s 
Truru SEEKER to supply the demand for the sermon 
of the great humanitarian preacher, Colonel Robert 
G. Ingersoll. This sermon deals with live issues— 
topics which all the country is discussing—and will 
be read with profound interest. by everybody. 

Mr. Ingersoll has been grossly slandered by the 
preachers lately, who allege that his teachings lead 
to Communism, to Socialism, and to Anarchy Their 
comments upon his plain stajements as to his views 
on these matters wil now be waited for with 
curiosity—not because the opinions of the preachers 
are in themselvs of any particular moment, but to see 
how they can find room to still misrepresent after he 
has told the world just how he stands. 

Single copies of Toe Truru SEEKER 7 cents; in 


quantities of five and over, 5 cents each. 
— 91 — ——— 


A Sunday Law. Muddle. 

A queer state of affairs with relation to the observ- 
ance of Sunday exists in Massachusetts. Last spring, 
it appears, a barber at Worcester was arrested for 
keeping open shop on Sunday. Judge Blodgett 
found him guilty and fined him, from which he took 
an appeal to the supreme court. On Friday, the 12th, 
the full bench sent down a decision holding that un- 
. der the statutes no person has a right to keep open 
shop or do work for pay on the Lord’s day. The 
court says: 

“The object of the statute was to prohibit the opening of 
shops on the Lord's day for the transaction of the ordinary 
business carried on during the week. The legislature in- 
tended by this statute to keep the ordinary places of traffic 
closed on this day, so that persons who wished to rest or go 
to places of worship might not be disturbed. We are not 
called upon to pass on the question whether it is a work of 
necessity to cut hair or shave beards on the Lord's day. 
Tiris question does not arise in the present case. We con- 
strue the statute to mean that the law prohibits the keeping 
open & shop, warehouse, or Workhouse for the purpose of 
doing business therein on the Lord's day, and that it is im- 


Saturday evening John E. Remsburg, L. | 


material what that business may be. The defendants are 
overruled.” 

If the law upon which this decision is founded 
should be strictly enforced, every place of business 
in Massachusetts, including, of course, drug-stores, 
bakeries, and restaurants, would be closed on Sunday. 
Last winter an act permitting bean-shops to be 
open until 10 o'clock a.m. passed the state legislature, 
but this is thought to be no protection, as the old law 
was not repealed—as is usually the case when a new 
one conflicting with it is passed—by the penal pro- 
viso saying, “ All acts contrary to this act are hereby 
repealed.” Thus, with an ironclad decision on one 
side and a recently passed act on the other, the 
authorities are in a muddle which they see no way 
out of. There is, however, one method, and but one, 
by which these Massachusetts officials can be rescued 
from their present perplexity. The seventh Demand 
of Liberalism is as follows: 

* We demand that all laws direetly or indirectly enforcing 
the observance of Sunday as the Sabbath shall be repealed.” 

Let this be adopted and carried out, and there 
would be no further difficulties about the observance 
of Sunday. Now, if never before, the people of 
Massachusetts should realize the justice and expe- 
diency of abolishing all Sabbath legislation. 

ny 
Sunday Evening Meetings. 

The Society of Humanity of this city will hear. 

next Sunday evening, at 8.o’clock, in the parlors of 


| their building, No. -28 Lafayette Place, a lecture by 


T. B. Wakeman. This is the first of the winter 
course of meetings of the Society, Mr. Wakeman de- 
livering the first our lectures. Every Liberal in the 
city is invited to attend. : 
a_l 
Henry George’s New Party. 

The citizens of New York who cast their ballots 
for Henry George in the late election assembled in 
mass-meeting at Cooper Union one evening recently, 
put forth their. platform of principles, and appointed 
a central committee to promote organization. On 
this committee, with two others, is the Rev. Father 
McGlynn, pastor of St. Stephens Roman Catholic 
church. .In the main the platform is admirable, inas- 
much as its framers declare themselvs * desirous of 
purging our political system of its corruptions, and 
of carrying into full effect the great principles of in- 
dividual liberty proclaimed in the Declaration of In- 
dependence,” and aim * to do away with all class dis- 
tinctions by securing equal access to natural oppor- 
tunities, and such an equitable distribution of the 
products of labor that all men shall be workingmen, 
and each shall be free to enjoy that leisure which is 
needful for the full development of his whole nature.” 
Whether the makers of this platform hav any definit 
idea as to what constitutes individual liberty, 
whether they hav clearly in their minds the correct 
methods of bringing about the reforms they hav in 
view, or whether a new party would need any less 
purging of corruption than the old ones, are ques- 
tions which time alone.can answer. The placing of a 
clergyman on the committee certainly affords no 
guaranty that individual liberty is to be immediately 
achieved. 

One of the unsettled questions concerning this 
new party is as to its name. The “Progressiv 
Democracy” is the first choice. John Swinton sug- 
gests “ Union” or “ Progressiv” party. The World 
throws out “Labor” party as a hint. Probably 
* National" would be as good as any; or, better still, 
“Cosmopolitan.” This, of course, must be settled 
by the party itself. It is not thename which a party 
adopts, but the name it achieves, that is of im- 
portance.. 

Another matter likely to create considerable dissen- 
sion is the declaration asserting, “ We believe in the 
fatherhood of God." As a matter of fact, a great 
many whose sentiments this platform is supposed to 
embody believe in nothing of the sort, and the decla- 
ration is therefore entirely out of place. Besides, it 
has nothing to do with the alleged objects of the 
party. The affirmation that “we believe in the ac- 
cessibility of the North Pole” would hav been as per- 
tinent, and, if anything, less offensiv. As a writer in 
the Leader, evidently a Freethinker, says: 


t Such a clause could only divide us, for the rights of un- 
belief are as sacred as the rights of belief. Our party em- 
braces not those who acknowledge the fatherhood of God, 
but more generally those who acknowledge the brotherhood 
of man. Let it be remembered, at this crisis in our history, 

that in oglana, the lang of toleration, Infidels and Chris- 


tians hav fought and are still fighting side by side in the 
Chartist, Coöperativ, and Socialist movements.” 


Even some clergymen are clear-sighted enough to 
see the strength of the objection. The Rev. W. D. 
P. Bliss writes to John Swinton's Paper as follows: 


** I see that there has been some discussion as to the advis- 
ability of declaring belief in God in the preamble to the con- 
stitution of the Progressiv Democracy party in. New York. 
As one who is both a clergyman and yet heart and soul in 
favor of the present political labor movement, let me say 
that I hope, if there be any serious objection to the decla- 
ration of such belief, that the declaration will not be made. 
I believe profoundly in the fatherhood of one living and 


'true God, but if any do not so believe, the way to win them 


to belief is not by hurling declarations at their heads, but by 
winning their hearts by proof of brotherly kindness.” 


The Rev. Mr. Bliss goes on to say that the cause 


of unbelief in God is the lives and actions of believ- 


ers. Of course, uo philosophical unbeliever can 
accept this explaation, though the lives and actions 
of some believers are often such as not only to de- 
stroy faith in an overruling deity, but to shake our 
confidence in humanity as well. Disbelief in the 
Christian deity, however, has a deeper source than 
this. It is not the inconsistency of believers, but 
the inconsistency of belief itself, that causes doubt. 

If Mr. George's new party desires & model plat- 
form, it will expunge all declarations of faith in any- 
thing except its political principles. Again, if we 
may venture another suggestion, we would propose 
as an amendment to the platform the Nine Demands 
of Liberalism, printed on another page. 

Nearly a year must pass before, through the uncer- 
tainties of the next election, Mr. George's party can 
hope to put in operation the scheme for purging our 
political system, and carrying into full effect the 
great principles of individual liberty. A movement 
looking to the adoption of the Nine Demands might 
be begun at once, or, at least, as soon as the next 
legislature convenes. Sixty thousand signatures to 
a petition for the taxation of church property could 
but hav a salutary effect on the lawmakers at Albany. 

er 

Tue public is now furnished with specifications and the 
definit charges against the Andover professors. The charges 
hav been amended, signed, and placed in the hands of the 
board of visitors and the offending heretics. They are lev- 
eled at Professor Smyth, but include the other professors. 
The gentlemen whose religious feelings hav been shocked 
point out that Mr. Smyth holds, first, that the Bible is not 
the ** only perfect rule of faith and practice;" second, that 
Christ in his days of humiliation was finite, being limited in 
all his attributes, capacities, and attainments; in other words 
was not ‘‘ God in man;” third, that no man has the power or 
capacity to repent without the knowledge of God in Christ; 
fourth, that mankind, save as they hav "received knowledge 
of “ historic Christ," are not sinners, or if they are, are not 
of such sinfulness as to be in danger of being lost ; fifth, that 
no man ean belost without having knowledge of Christ; 
sixth, that the atonement of Christ consists essentially in his 
becoming identified with the human race through his incar- 
nation ; seventh, that the trinity is modal or monarchian, and 
not a trinity of persons; eighth, that the work of the Holy 
Spirit is chiefly confined to the sphere of historic Christian- 
ity; ninth, that the salvation of men is not wholly by grace; 
tenth, that faith ought to be scientific and rational, rather 
than scriptural; that there is probation after life for all 
men who do not decisivly reject Christ, and that this should 
be emphasized and made even central in systematic theol- 
ogy. He also holds that there is a new theology better than 
the old, which is bitterly opposed to the creed, and he has in 
repeated instances broken the solemn promises made when 
he subscribed to the creed. If investigation shall substan- 


| tiate these charges against Professor Smyth, he must not only 
‘relinquish all hope of going to the orthodox heaven, but, 


what is of greater consequence to him, he will be called 
rpon to resign his position and forfeit a large and comfort- 
able salary. 


In the dust of the earth are all the faces of Montreal's pious 
folks. Some time ago & man named Portreas attended a 
service in a Catholic ehurch. At a certain point in the cere- 
monies he was ordered by a constable to go upon his knees— 
both knees. Owing to stiffness of the joints he was unable 
to comply. and for his disability he was fined eight dollars. 
He brought an action for damages against the constable, but 
a jury has now brought in a verdict against him. The 
priests run Montreal, and the inhabitants are not likely to 
forget the fact. 


PzoPLE who hav read the reports of the recent Congress of 
the American Secular Union furnished by the daily press will 
hardly believe that the spirit of George Washington rests 
down upon thereporters of this city. Washington could not 
tell a lie. It seems that some of the reporters can, and, for- 
tunately, most people can tell a lie, too—when they see it in 
print. 


Tre torch on Bartholdi's statue of Liberty remains in dark- 
ness because no provisions hav been made for lighting it. 
Perhaps this is well, but if the people of Morris county will 
erect & statue of Reynolds Enlightening. New Jersey, we 
would be willing to contribute something to keep its torch 


: jlumined, 
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Qammunications. 


An Experience in Practical Polities. 


Perhaps it would be entertaining and instructiv to 
the readers of Tur Trova Szexer living outside New 
York to know how the will of the sovereign people 
finds expression here on election day, and how the 
business at the polls is conducted. Perhaps, also, it 


will be instructiv, if not altogether entertaining, to: 


those living inside the metropolis. To make every- 
thing clear to all as we go along, I might say that 
New York city is divided into twenty-four assembly 
districts, each district containing from 4,000 to 
16,000 voters. Assembly districts are subdivided 
into from twenty to forty election districts. Previous 
to election day all those who intend to vote must reg- 
ister their names and addresses in their election dis- 
trict with a board of registration which sits four days 
to receive them. The board consists of four mem- 
bers, one of whom is chosen chairman, and each of 
whom has a blank book in which the names and ad- 
dresses of the voters are taken down. 

The board of registration usually meets in a cigar- 
store. On election day a plank is run across the 
front of the store a few feet back from the entrance, 
and the boxes to receive the ballots are placed in a 
row on this plank. Behind these, at a table, are 
supposed to sit the inspectors with their books 
open before them. When a sovereign elector ap- 
pears for the purpose of exercising the franchise, the 
inspectors turn to his name in their books, and as 
soon as his ballot is cast they write in a line with the 
name the word “Yes” to show that he has voted. 
With the inspectors sit also two poll-clerks, who, in 
blank books lined and ruled for that purpose, write 
the name and address of the voter, and check off the 
name of the office to which his vote is designed to 
elect a candidate. At the closing of the polls the 
books of the inspectors and the poll-clerks should of 
course agree as to the whole number of votes cast 
for each office balloted for. When the votes are 
counted, they should correspond with the totals indi- 
cated by these books. After the ballots are counted, 
they are put back into the boxes. The boxes are 
locked and sealed and deposited with the head of the 
police department. The books of the inspectors and 
poll-clerks are delivered to various city and county 
officials, and their tallies go to police headquarters 
and to the mayor. 

Such is the machinery, and in the hands of honest 
and competent persons it would seem as if mistakes 
and fraud were almost out of the range of possibility. 

It was my luck this year to be appointed poll-clerk- 
in an up-town election district. 
for a day’s work had an attraction for me. I filled 
out the preliminary blank application by writing 
down my name, address, and occupation, and saying 
Yes to the questions whether I had ever supported 
the County Democracy and whether I expected to 
repeat that offense at the coming election. A month 
afterward I “qualified” by going into a pen with a 
hundred others at police headquarters, writing my 
name in a book, and holding up my right hand while 
John J. O’Brien “swore” us in in a lump. Two days 


before election a police officer placed in my hands a‘ 


paper certifying that I had been, “in pursuance of. 
chapter 410 of the laws of 1882, selected, approved, 
qualified, and duly appointed a poll-clerk,” for a spec- 
ified election district, and designating the street and 
number where the election was to be held. 

Half past five’o’clock on the morning of November 
. 2d found me at my post laboring under a due sense 
of the responsibility which I had shouldered. The 
place was open, and the ballot-boxes were in position. 
Leaning sleepily upon these, was a short, fat, red- 
faced, half-befuddied young man. I may as well 
say here that he was chairman of the board of in- 
spectors. I gained a place at a table behind the 
boxes by crawling under the plank. At this table 
sat a small man wearing a high hat and a gray mus- 
tache. He was drumming impatiently on the table, 
and looked very much disgusted. I hunted up my 
blank book, and prepared for business. The two 
other inspectors shortly appeared, one being a tough 
youth from the “Fourt’ ward,” and the other a well- 
meaning young man who appeared to be more or less 
depressed from lack of sleep. My fellow poll-clerk 
came just before six o’clock. He was a west-side 
corner statue. Every remark he made during my ac- 
quaintance with him he prefaced with “holy Jeeses,” 
and his vocabulary was made up of unintelligible slang. 

With the polls thus manned we were prepared to 
begin the work of receiving votes for the men who 
were to preside over the destinies of New York for 
the next two years. The gentleman with the gray 
mustache had a. watch that told the correct time, and 
when it was six o’clock by his watch and my own we 
suggested that the polls be declared open. The 
chairman produced a brassy-looking timepiece about 
the size of a regulation canteen, and having regarded 
it unsteadily for some time announced that six o'clock 
was still five minutes in the future His decision 
stood, and so did the expectant voters. At five min- 


_ utes past six our chairman braced himself against the | 


The sum of $7.50 | 


ballot-boxes, and remarking, “ Well, here she goes,” 
got off a rigmarole beginning, *Hear ye! hear ye! 
hear ye!” and to giv his announcement the proper 
religious twist he closed with a “So help you God,” 
that was absurdly out of place, and is nowhere in- 
cluded in the prescribed ceremony. 

` The first man who voted was a drunk. I remem- 
ber his name, but it is not necessary to giv it here. 
He was with us all day, growing drunker as time 
passed on. He accompanied each voter to the polls. 
His presence everywhere reminded me of the ubiqui- 
tous monkey in Mr. Heston's pictures. 
peddled ballots in the room, “ contrary to the form of 
the statute in such case made and provided,” and 
though two policemen were present he was in no in- 
stance interfered with. He made himself a further 
nuisance by occasionally shouting, “ He votes all,” or 
“All but the canal”—the “canal” being a facetious 
name for the convention to revise the constitution, 
when it is proposed to make the canals free. This 
was especially annoying to the poll-clerks. 

At a few minutes past six our chairman disappeared 
and was not seen again until toward noon. He 
properly should hav received the ballots and placed 
them in the boxes, and then checked them in his 
register. As things went, his book was neglected. 
The gentleman with the gray mustache took the 
chairman’s place, with the Fourt’ ward tough as his 
assistant. Then there was confusion, but by special 
activity the poll-clerks were enabled to keep a correct 
tally. The inspector who was suffering from lack of 
sleep finally retired to a back room and “corked off " 
on a sofa, as the west-side corner statue defined 
taking a sleep. This left a second inspector’s book 
unattended to. The law requires that three'at least 
shall be consulted and checked every time & ballot is 
cast. 3 

I heard vague inquiries occasionally for “our 
supervisor,” but saw nothing of that functionary until 
about ten o’clock. He then appeared and worked in- 
dustriously for perhaps an hour, posting up his book 
from that of the poll-clerk next to him. He then, 
apparently, grew weary, for he went away. In the 
afternoon he came back and finished posting his 
book. At eleven o’clock I went out to vote and to 
lunch, and was gone half an hour. A few voters had 
balloted in my absence and I took the other clerk’s 
book to copy from. Then he went away for two 
hours. I must giv him credit for tolerable accuracy, 
though I caught him in a half dozen errors that 
would hav made serious difficulties if uncorrected. 

While my brother poll-clerk was absent some 
twenty-five votes were taken, which I:duly chronicled, 
and which the corner statue copied on his return. 

In the afternoon the policéman who, as required 
by law, was present at our polling-place, complained 
that the monotony of standing around was wearing 
upon him. He therefore retired to the back room, 
and, with the help of-a small boy, “worked the 
growler” assiduously through a side door. A tenant 
of the house soon put a stop to beer being brought 
in througli the side door, and thereafter the foaming 
beverage was carried through the polling-room. 
This took place under the eyes of two policemen, and 
most of the beer disappeared under the nose of one 
of them. The law on this subject says (sec. 1,924, 
chapter 410, Laws of 1882) that “whoever, during 
the sitting of any board ‘of inspectors of election, 
shall bring, take, order, or send into any place of 
election any distilled or spirituous liquors whatever, 
or shall at any such time and place drink or partake 
of any such liquor, shall be deemed and held to be 
guilty of misdemeanor.” The law was dodged by 
drinking the beer in the back room, but the bringing 
of it into the polling-place was & flagrant violation of 
the statute. ` 

The policeman finally got full, and dropped off into 
a quiet doze. The tired inspector on the lounge had 
his sleep out, and went to work fixing his register. 
By dint of copying and inquiry, he got it done at 
last. Then the chairman happened to recollect that 
his book was behind. He therefore proceeded to 
check off a lot of names, and revised his work by 
comparison with the rest. Considerable erasing and 
one thing and another at length brought. the regis- 
ters to agree with the poll-list. 
great trouble arose from the slouchy way in which 
Mr. Martin B. Brown, city stationer and printer, had 
bound the registers. The lines on some pages 
* broke joints” with those on the pages opposit, so 
Hed YE one man voted another man got the credit 

or it. 

The law has made provision for the keeping of six 
lists of the voters. Only two can be said to hav been 
kept with any degree of accuracy in this case— 
namely, the lists of the poll-clerks. The four others 
were corrected by these, hours after the ballots which 
they recorded were cast. The supervisor's book was 
of no account, being merely a copy. 

The hour for closing was four o'clock. The chair- 
man’s watch had gained ten minutes, and he insisted 
upon shutting out two voters who came after 3:55, 
but he received their ballots under protest. At this 
hour the chairman was apparently sober, in spite 
of the fact that he had drank more or less through- 
out the day! I am at a loss to understand it. 


This man: 


Another source of: 


Counting the votes was the most creditable part ` 


of the day’s performance. As a general thing the 
ballots agreed with our lists. An excess of one 
vote occurring on one of the counts, the chair- 
man caused a ballot to be drawn from a pile jum- 
bled together upon the table. He should hav re 
turned a number of all the candidates’ ballots to the 
box, and then drawn one. At another time the 
chairman, finding that I was a raw recruit, cautioned 
me that if my count differed in any wise from that of 
the other clerk, who had been there before, I should 
change my figures accordingly. No such exigency 
arose, and so the methods of forcing balances are 
still a mystery to me. ii 4 

I hav no doubt that the results of the balloting in 


this election district, as we returned them to the. 


proper officials, were tolerably correct, but there was 
plenty of room for errors to creep in. 

What 1 find fault with is the character of the per- 
sons selected to take charge of the polls. Here was 
one inspector too drunk to properly attend to his 
duty, another was too sleepy. The policeman in 
charge was boozy; a drunken loafer was allowed to 
make: himself a nuisance for ten hours undisturbed. 
The corner statue, the Fourt’ ward tough, the super- 
visor, the sleepy inspectcr, and a political heeler who 
hung about the place, were demoralization personi- 
fied. With the exception of the’ gentleman with a 
gray mustache, they were a bad lot. It is a degra- 
dation of the polls to place them in the charge of 
such men: 
ple of the eight or nine hundred other boards, I hav 
small respect for the report on the mayoralty election. 

One object I had in view in writing this article was 
to make a suggestion. I do not expect our newly 
elected “saviors of society” will adopt it. The sug- 
gestion is this: That boards of registration and 
election should be composed of women as well as men. 
The duties are not beyond the capacities of any of 
a hundred thousand women in New York to whem the 
liberal pay would bea great help. I hav noticed that 
in the presence of self-respecting womer, even toughs 
and loafers will act as much like gentlemen as they 
know how. I think. too, that with a woman to 
receive the ballots fewer otherwise honorable u.en 
would scour their election district on election day to 
pick up “drunks” from the gutters, escort them to 
the pol's, and hold them up while they vote. 

My experience as a poll-clerk has made me heartily 
sick of the whole business. It has convinced me 
that not more than half the voters vote with any cb- 
ject in view, and that that object is likely to be lost 
through the carelessness, dishonesty, or incompetency 
of those who receive, Js cord, and count the ballots. 

Grorcr E. MACDONALD. 


—eor 
An Illinois Blasphemy Case Recalled. 


I see that our Jersey people are still disposed to 
expose their ignorance and intolerant bigotry in car- 
rying on their silly prosecution for blasphemy. This 
brings to my mind a blasphemy case we had here in 
this county some years'ago. The Lenawee county 
Spiritualists were holding their annual grove meet- 
ing some twelve miles ont'from the city of Adrian, 
and there was a large crowd of all sorts of people 
present. The blasphemy case took place at tLe Sun- 
day morning session, when the attendance was larg- 
est. The speaker was, and still is, a strong believer 
in a future life beyond the grave. He believed that, 
conditions being favorable, we may communicate with 


our friends of earth, and that the old Quaker agi- 


tator, Elias Hicks, was his control. This medium is 
known here as the Hollow Globe man. 
the rostrum, and was speaking in his peculiar way. 
or, as he claimed, Elias Hicks was using his vocal 
organs to speak to the people with. In the course 
of his remarks he was telling the bear story, and he 
went on to repeat it about as we read it in 
2 Kings ii, 23, 24. “Now,” he said, “these little 
children did not mean to be ugly, and just said to this 
old man without hair on his head, ‘ Go up, thou bald- 
head; go up, thou bald-head;’ and this old man 
turned back and looked on them and cursed them in 
the name of the Lord, and there came forth two she- 
bears out of the wood and tare forty and two of 
them. Now,” he said (in his crude and vulgar way 
of speaking, which was peculiar to him—and Le 
even claimed that this was the way that Elias Hicks 
had told him that he had to talk after he went 
to the other side) “that was a d d fool of à God." 
These were the words that he was arrested for using, 
and which, it was claimed, constituted blasphemy. 
The leader in this prosecution was a very pious mem- 
ber of the Christian church. He came down to the 
city and laid in the complaint against the Hollow 
Globe man before his friend, an attorney at law, but 
the attorney advised him to go home and attend to 
his farm, saying that God was able to take care cf 
himself. But this Christian man would not hear to 
this good advice, and had the case brought before 
the legal authorities, but as neither party was quite 
ready to go on with it, the case was adjourned over 
one week or so. : 
During this time word got out over the county 
that & blasphemy ease was coming off in this city on 
a certain day. This, being a novel case, brought to 


If the board I served with is a fair sam-' 


Well, be had 
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town quite a crowd of Spiritualists and Liberals, 
many of them men of wealth, who had come pre- 
pared to meet the issue, if judgment should go 
‘against the defendant. 

The hour for meeting had been set at 10 o'clock. 
As I had been at the grove meeting, and had heard 
what the defendant said, I was here at the law 
office to be ready to giv my testimony; but as the 
hour was passed and the prosecutor not making his 
appearance, I thought I would go out and see what 
-the matter was. I had walked but a few steps on 
the sidewalk before I met his attorney, who asked 
me if I was at that grove meeting, and heard what 
the defendant. said. I told him I was there, and 
heard it all. “ Well," he said, “what did he say?” 
I then told him what, as I hav said here. Said he, 
looking up to the sky, *I don't suppose he meant to 
blaspheme the God of the universe ‘Why, no, of 
course not,” I answered; “it was this Bible God, the 
Jewish Jehovah, he was speaking of" Turning on 
his heel, he went directly up into his office, where he 
had left his client, and I went back into the law 
office, expecting that the prosecutor with his attorney 
would soon be in. The office was crowded, but no 
prosecutor made his-appearance. 

When the clock struck 11, the squire dismissed the 
case. It was then publicly announced in that office 
that on next Sunday, at 10:30 oclock, there would be 
a lecture at Rome Center (that is near to where this 
woods meeting was), on “ Blasphemy,” showing that 
the Christians’ Bible is à blasphemous book. This 
lecture was had, to a good audience, and everything 
went off peaceably. In a few days after this, I called 
in at the office of this prosecutor's attorney to see 
why it was that he did not go on with the prosecu- 
tion. ‘‘ Well,” he said, “when I had gone over to 
the squire’s office, and seen the number of witnesses 
there on the other side, and knew them personally to 

` be honest, upright men, and men of wealth, I could 
see fire in their eye against this prosecution as a 
religious humbug, and I made up my mind at once 
‘that the quieter it was settled the better it would be 
for our people at large and for our county funds in 
particular. And so I went hack to my office, where 
the complainant was still waiting for me, and I told 
him that in my opinion he had better just drop this 
case, and quietly go home. At this he rebelled most 
firmly, and said that hie was determined to go on with 
this thing, and defend the honor and glory of God. 
‘Well, now, said I, ‘I will quietly and kindly tell 
you, as an attorney-at-law, as well as your friend, that 
you may depend on being unsuited in this case, and 
nowing these men from different parts of this county 


in person and wealth as I do, you will be arrested on 


the spot for perjury; and if you can’t get bail for 
your appearance at court, you will be taken to the 
county jail.’ At this,” he said, “the old man began 
to tremble. ‘Now,’ I said, ‘I will tell you what to 
do—go right down the stairs and get in your buggy 
and drive off home as fast as you can,’ and in a few 
minutes he was out of the city." And thus ended 
this blasphemy case. 
Now, if the intelligent people of Morris county 
_will put themselvs af once ih array against this fool- 
ish and wicked prosecution, as we did here, the 
attorneys, seeing this, would most likely understand 
that a dismissal of the case was the better part of 
valor, both for the honor of the county and the sav- 
ing of its funds, Samvuet D. Moors. 
Adrian, Mich., Nov. 4, 1886. 
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Superstition and Pro-Slavery Morristown. 


Now that Brother Reynolds has been indicted by 

a court sitting in Morristown for insulting a ghost, 

it revives in my mind a most wonderful history of 

_ ghostly proceedings that occurred in this same his- 
toric town near the close of the last century. A 

school-teacher from Connecticut named Rogers, 

tramping through the country, struck a job at school- 

. teaching near that town. He was pious, as all school- 
teachers were in those days, and upon learning that 

a large sum of money had been buried in that vicinity 

by some ancient pirate, over which dark and gray 

spirits kept careful watch, he imparted to a select 

few the knowledge that he had power to soothe the 

said spirits, to pull the wool over their eyes, or in 

some manner to 80 coax, conciliate, lay out, or subdue 

them that the whole pile of this immense treasure 

could be secured. A secret company was formed 

composed exclusivly of church-members, no worldly- 

minded or sinful man being allowed to become a 
member, and negotiations were opened with -the 

spirits. To appease them it was necessary to raise a 

certain amount of money, but Rogers, while seem- 

ingly willing to drive a sharp bargain with the spir- 

its, was unable to keep their demands within reason- 

‘able bounds. . Money in those days was very scarce, 
and many of the members were obliged to sell their 

cattle, horses, and in some instances their farms in 

order to raise the wherewithal to become partners in 

this fortunate band of holy men. Sometimes all the 


` prerequisits would appear to hav been complied with, | 
and they were within only a few hours of laying hands , no accident. 


upon the millions that were ultimately to become 
' theirs, when it would be discovered that some mem- 


ber had unwittingly said something or thought some- 
thing that ran counter to the peculiar notions of the 
spirits, and they would hav to raise more money and 
do more praying before they could seize upon the 
promised treasure. It became necessary to take in 
more members, and careful search was instituted in 
all the surrounding towns to find godly men with 
sufficient luere to join their number. Rogers had a 
confederate who played the part of a ghost, and, be- 
sides, he was an adept in the arts of chemistry and 
ingenious tricks whereby he practiced upon the cre- 
dulity of his foolish victims. He was completely 
successful in his swindling scheme, for after obtain- 
ing all the money that it was possible to raise from 
his deluded followers, he suddenly disappeared and 
was never heard of afterward at Morristown. í 

The story of Rogers’s exploits was published many 
years ago under the title of “The Wonderful History 
of the Morristown Ghost.” It was written by David 
Young, of Hanover, an eminent astronomer of fifty 
years ago. The publication was bought up and de- 
stroyed by the descendants of the victims of that ex- 
traordinary affair. Seventy-five years ago Morris- 
town had not ceased. to be jeered and laughed at by 
other portions of the country in consequence of this 
imposition upon her “best citizens,” but it is not un- 
likely that the same game could hav been just as suc- 
cessfully played in other places at that time. 

I once resided in Morristown, and know something 
of her history. Some forty-five years ago there came 
to that town a gentleman with a foreign name, which 
I cannot now repeat, who opened out as a barber. 
His shop was & model of beauty and neatness, and 
besides his tonsorial business he added a stock of 
notions adapted to his trade. He was of swarthy 
complexion, with intelligent features and manly 
beauty. He had a wife, and two or three bright 
children of fair complexion. He joined the Baptist 
church, and he and his family became regular attend- 
ants. In due time the antislavery agitation broke 
out, and then it was discovered, or suspected, that 
our dusky barber was a nigger. There was not the 
least appearance of the African taint in wife or chil- 
.dren, and it was not to be suspected in the husband 
unless special attention was called to. it. There 
arose a row in the church. The barber was invited 
to withdraw. He declined, insisting with consider- 
able intelligence and true courage that he had been 
faithful in all his obligations as a member, and he 
denied the African taint. To an outsider it was a 
rumpus to be enjoyed. The doctrins of the “ meek 
and lowly Jesus” were exemplified after a manner 
peculiarly modern. Many of the pious brothers and 
sisters were horridly shocked when they came to 
learn that they had knelt in. prayer at the same altar 
with a nigger. But the battle is always with the 
strong. The innocent barber was expelled and thrust 
out from a communion with the saints. He had a 
hard road to travel. His trade fell off. He was de- 
nounced as a fraud of most atrocious character. The 
idea of a man with African blood in his veips coming 
into a peaceable and Christian community, such as 
Morristown was known to be, and setting himself up 
as a white man, joining the church, and otherwise 
conducting himself as white men do, was not only 
cheek and impudence of immense proportions, but it 
was an offense that should hav been, but unfortu- 
nately was not, punishable by fine and imprisonment. 
Possibly this offense might hav come under the laws 
against blasphemy if it had been thought of, but, as 
it was not, other means were resorted to in the pun- 
ishment of the “insolent nigger.” Respectabte peo- 
ple avoided his shop. His doors and windows were 
daubed with filth and mud. He had s beautiful sign 
and pedestal which stood at his door. One night it 
was painted all over with a dull leaden color, and was 
thus ruined. On one occasion I remember to hav 
seen piled about his front door all.the loose rubbish 
that couid be found in the town, which had been done 
the night previous by the yicious boys of the town. 
He strove against fate. At last he succumbed, sold 
otit, and moved away. 

Two or three years prior to the departure of this 
persecuted man there had been erected in the central 
part of the village, facing the publie green, a grand 
hotel. which was the delight and pride of the town 
people. This elegant structure embraced several 
beautiful storerooms, and, to round out and complete 
the grand enterprise, a most alluring grog-shop, with 
costly mirrors, elaborate paintings, and tempting 
liquors, was opened out in one of its rooms.  . 

It was soon discovered that men who were formerly 
strangers to strong drink were now indulging freely 
in the grand saloon of the building, and there began 
to arise a prejudice in the minds of the sober portion 
of the community against the whole institution, and 
the opinion was freely expressed that, instead of the 
building being of any benefit to the town, it was 
proving to be a great curse. One night the building 
was discovered to be in flames, and before mornin 
it was totally consumed, accompanied by the loss of 
one life, à man named Bailey. 

It was very evident that the fire was the result of 
1 The people settled down into the be- 
lief that some temperance fanatic, maddened with the 
thought that the saloon was ruining the young men of 


the town, had fired the building. The hotel was not 
rebuilt, but the block was divided and sold and busi- 
ness houses erected thereon. Some years later there 
came to the town a report that the poor, persecuted 
‘barber had died in another state, and before dying 
had confessed that to-avenge his wrongs he had him- 
self set fire to this building. J. K. Maarz. 
Chicago, Nov. 8, 1886. 
——————19—9—99————————— : 
The Animus of the Prohibition Party. 


To rae Eprtor or Tue Trura Seexer, Sir: As 
the writer of this brief essay was presented quite re- 
cently with the compliments of the Connecticut Pro- 
hibition State Committee, together with the names of 
its political candidates. for office, and cooperation 
with its and their aims and objects invited, he feels 
called upon to utter his unqualified and determined 
dissent to many of those aims and objects as set 
forth in its platform. . 

And, first, I would note the fact that the adoption 
of the resolutions by the regularly elected delegates 
of the Prohibition State Convention at Hartford, 
July 28, 1886, by the unanimous rising vote of the 
three hundred voters, is made to appear to be all fair 
and honest in its expression of each individual's views 
as to its final results. But looking behind these pre- 
liminary acts, it will be readily seen that their views 
might hav been previously forecast, and such being 
held by them, and pledged to do the bidding of their 
leaders, decided their election as delegates, __ 

Now, the first resolution declares: “ The Prohibition 
party of Connecticut, in convention assembled,acknowl- 
edges almighty God as the rightful sovereign of all 
men, whose laws are supreme, from whom the just 
powers of government are derived, and by whom gov- 
ernments are ordained for a terror to evil-doers, and 
for the protection and comfort of those who would do 
well.” ; ; 

In this first resolution these delegates hav assumed 
to know all about the character and attributes of al- 
mighty God as if they had each and all been person- 
ally admitted to his counsels and perfectly understood 
his divine wil. And now, having acquired such 
wonderful knowledge, they are assuming the preroga- 
tiv of placing all men under their God’s government. 
It shall be acknowledged supreme law over the life 
and conduct of all other men. And if they ever get 
the acknowledgment of their God into the Constitu- 
tion of the United States of America, that instrument, 
which has hitherto protected the rights and liberties 
of American citizens, both nativ and adopted, then it 
will become a source, and a fruitful source, of plague, 
of misery, of destruction of the people's natural rights - 
and liberties, instituting at once and forever in 
this land of freedom a political despotism—a despot- 
ism ready to shout aloud the divine rights of kings to 
rule free, intelligent men. America’s freedom-loving 
souls fought a long, arduous seven years’ war to 
throw off a galling, kingly yoke, and by their own 
determined will succeeded in establishing a govern- 
ment by the people and for the people. A constitu- 
tional government is established to hold in check the 
bigotry of those who would fasten chains of slavery 
upon this people through pretense of a piety and an 
intemperate advocacy of temperance by law, which, 
as we hav seen, and their own statistics show, hav 
inereased drunkenness rather than diminished it ; and 
thus in great degree frustrated and destroyed the 
good results sought to be accomplished by moral 
suasion, For history shows that man will not permit 
his fellow-man to dictate to him what he shall or shall 
not eat or drink. ; 

But vastly more absurd and preposterous is the 
idea that any one man or body of religious fanatics 
can be competent to formulate & religious standard 
or creed for all classes of men in this country and 
expect them to subscribe to its tenets or indorse , 
them. Such would be at once demanded by the 
party of that iniquitous measure which has been pub- 
licly declared shall become the supreme law of these 
United States, and that this people shall become a 
Christian nation. . 

The enactment of such a law, or the unmaking o 
the Constitution, would fill all our jails to overflow- 
ing with all such as would dare to assert their own 
right to worship God according to the dictates of 
their own light of reason. . - 

But any political party's God is not a safe political 
governor, for he might, and doubtless would, at one 
fell swoop enslave this entire nation. We do, there- 
fore, earnestly protest against this proposed alliance 
of church and state as a foul usurpation of human- 
itys inalienable rights and liberties held under the 
present. Constitution—the supreme law. f 

Let the people rule themselvs, and then will peace 
and happiness supplant tyranny. E. P. GoopseLr. 

New Haven, Conn., Nov. 6, 1886. , 
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« InarrsoLt District choice cream cheese," which 
gained the first prize and medal at the Amsterdam 
Exhibition in 1884, is being advertised for sale in 
London by E. R. Parker, of 44 St. John street, 
Smithfield. Ingersoll District is named after “ God- 
less Bob,” and is almost entirely populated by Free- 
| thinkers. —London Freethinker,- 
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A LAY SERMON. 


COLONEL INGERSOLL’S ADDRESS BEFORE THE CONGRESS OF 
THE AMERICAN SECULAR UNION. 

Lapres AND GENTLEMEN: In the greatest tragedy 
that has ever been written by man—in the fourth 
scene of the third act—is the best prayer that I have. 
ever read; and when I say “the greatest tragedy,” 
everybody familiar with Shakspere will know that I 
refer to “King Lear" After he has been on the 
heath, touched with insanity, coming suddenly to the 
place of shelter, he says: 


I will pray first, and then I will sleep. 
And this prayer is my text: 


Poor naked wretches, wheresoe’er you are, 

That bide the pelting of this pitiless storm, 

How shall your unhoused heads, your unf: d sides, 
Your looped and windowed raggedness, defend 
From seasons such as this? Oh, I have ta’en 

Too little care of this. Take physic, pomp; | 

Expose thyself to feel what wretches feel, 

That thou may’st shake the snperflux to them, 

And show the heavens more just. 

That is one of the noblest prayers that ever fell 
from human lips. If nobody has too much, every- 
body will have enough! 

I propose to say a few words upon subjects that 
are near to us all, and in which every human being 
ought to be interested—and if he is not, it may be 
that his wife will be, it may be that his orphans will 
be; and I would like to see this world, at Jast, so that 
a man could die and not feel that he left his wife and 
children a prey to the greed, the avarice, or the ne- 
cessities of mankind. There is something wrong in 
our government where they who do the most have the 
least. There is something wrong, when ‘honesty 
wears a rag, and rascality a robe; when the loving, 
the tender, eat a crust, while the infamous sit at the 
banquets. I cannot do much, but I can at least sym- 
pathize with those who suffer. There is one thing 
that we should remember at the start, and if I can 
only teach you that, to-night—unless you know it 
already—I shall consider the few words I may have to 
say a wonderful success. 

I want you to remember that everybody is as he 
must be. I want you to get out of your minds the 
old nonsense of “free moral agency ;” then you will 
have charity for the whole human race. When you 
know that they are not responsible for their disposi- 
tions, any more than for their hight; not responsible 
for their acts, any more than they are for their 
dreams; when you finally understand the philesophy 
that everything exists as an efficient cause, and that 
the lightest fancy that ever fluttered its painted 
' wings in the horizon of hope was as necessarily pro- 

duced as the planet that in its orbit wheels about the 
sun—when you get to understand this, I believe you 
wil have charity for all mankind. 

Wealth is not a crime; poverty is not a virtue— 
although the virtuous have generally been poor. 
There is only one good, and that is human happiness ; 
‘and he only is à wise man who makes himself happy. 

I have heard: ali my life about self-denial. There 
never was anything more idiotic than that. No man 
who does right practices self-denial. To do right is 
the bud and blossom and früit of wisdom. To do 
right should always be dictated by the highest pos- 
sible selfishness. No man practices self-denial unless 
he does wrong. To inflict an injury upon yourself is 
an act of self-denial. To plant seeds that will for- 
ever bear the fruit of joy, is not an act of self-denial. 
So this idea of doing good to others only for their 
sake is absurd. You want to do it, not simply for 
their sake, but for your own; because a perfectly 
civilized man can never be perfectly happy while 
there is one unhappy being in this universe. 

Let us take another step. The barbaric world was 
rewarded for acting sensibly. They were promised 
rewards in another world, if they would only have 
self-denial enough to be virtuous in this. If they 
would forego the pleasures of larceny and murder; 
if they would forego the thrill and bliss of meanness 
here, they would be rewarded hereafter for that 
self-denial. I have exactly the opposite idea. Do 
right, not to deny yourself, but because you love 
yourself and because you love others. Be generous, 

. because it is better for you. Be just, because any 
other course is the suicide of the soul. Whoever 
does wrong plagues himself, and when he reaps that 
harvest, he will find that he was not practicing self- 
denial when he did right. 

Now, then, as I say, if you want to be happy your- 
self, if you are truly civilized, you want others to be 
happy. Every man ought, to the extent of his abil- 
ity, to increase the happiness of mankind, for the 
reason that that will increase his own. No one can 
be really prosperous unless those with whom he 
lives share the sunshine and the joy. 

‘The first thing a man wants to know and be sure 
of is when he has got enough. Most people imag- 
ine that the rich are in heaven, but, as a rule, it is 
gilded hell. There is not a man in the city of New 
York with genius enough, with brains enough, to 
own five millions of dollars. Why? The money will 

own him. He becomes the key to a safe. That 
money will get him up at daylight; that money will 
separate him from his friends; that money will fill 


his heart with fear; that money will rob his days of 
sunshine and his nights of pleasant dreams. He can- 
not own it. He becomes the property of that money. 
And he goes right on making more. .What for? He 
does not know. It becomes a kind of insanity. No 
one is happier in a palace than in a cabin. I love to 
see a log house. It is associated in my mind always 
with pure, unalloyed happiness. It is the only house 
in the world that looks as though it had no mortgage 
on it. It looks asif you could spend there long, 
tranquil autumn days; the air filled with serenity ; 
no trouble, no thoughts about notes, about interest 
—nothing of the kind; just breathing free air, 
watching the hollyhocks, listening to the birds and 
to the music of the spring that comes like a poem 
from the earth. 

It is an insanity to get more than you want. 
Imagine a. man in this city, an intelligent man, say 
with two or three millions of coats, eight or ten mill- 
ions of hats, vast warehouses full of shoes, billions 
of neckties, and imagine that man getting up at four 
o’clock in the morning, in the rain and snow and sleet, 
working like a dog all day to get another necktie! 
Is not that exactly what the man of twenty or thirty 
millions, or of five millions, does to-day? Wearing 
his life out that somebody may say, “How rich he 
is" What can he do with the surplus? Nothing. 
Can-he eatit? No. Make friends? No. Purchase 
flattery and Jies? Yes. Make all his poor relations 
hate him? . Yes. And then, what worry! . Annoyed, 
his poor little brain inflamed, you see in the morning 
paper, “ Died of apoplexy.” This man finally began 
to worry for fear he would not have enough to live 
clear through. 

‘So we ought to teach our children that great 
wealth is a curse. Great wealth is the mother also 
of crime. On the other hand are the poor. And let 
me ask, to-night, Is the world forever to remain as it 
was when Lear made his prayer? Is it ever to re- 
main as it is now? Ihopenot. Are there always 
to be millions whose lips are white with famine? Is 
the withered palm to be always extended, imploring 
from the stony heart of respectable charity, alms ? 
Must every man who sits down to a decent dinner al- 
ways think.of the starving? Must every one sitting 
by the fireside think of some poor: mother, with a 
child strained to her breast, shivering in the storm? 
I hope not. Are the rich always to be divided from 
the. poor,— not only in fact, but in feeling? And 
that division is growing more and more every day. 
The gulf between Lazarus and Dives widens year by 
year, only their positions are changed—Lazarus is in 
hell, Dives is in the bosom of Abraham. i 

And there is one thing that helps to widen this 
gulf. In nearly every city of the United States you 
will find the fashionable part, and the poor part. 
The poor know nothing of the fashionable part, ex- 
cept the outside splendor ; and as they go by the pal- 
aces, that poison plant called envy springs and grows 
in their poor hearts. The rich know nothing of the 
poor, except the squalor and rags and wretchedness, 
and what they read in the police records, and they 
say, “Thank God, we are not like those people!” 
Their hearts are filled with scorn and contempt, and 
the hearts of the others with envy and hatred. There 
must be some way devised for the rich and poor to 
get acquainted. The poor do not know how many 
well-dressed people sympathize with them, and the 
rich do not know how many noble hearts beat be 
neath rags. If we can ever get the loving poor ac- 
quainted with the sympathizing rich, this question 
will be nearly solved. 

In a hundred other ways they are divided. If any- 
thing should bring mankind together it ought to be 


a common belief. In Catholic countries that does’ 


have a softening influence upon the rich and upon the 
poor. They believe the same. So in Mohammedan 
countries, they can kneel in the same mosque, and 
pray to the same God. But how is it with us? The 
church is not free. There is no welcome in thevelvet 
for the rags. Poverty does not feel at home there, 
and the consequence is, the rich and poor are k$pt 
apart, even by their religion. I am not saying any- 
thing against religion; I am not on that question ; 
but I would think more of any religion, provided 
that even for one day in the week, or for one hour in 
the day, it allowed wealth to clasp the hand of 
poverty and to have, for one moment even, the thrill 
of genuine friendship. 

In the olden times, in barbaric life it was a simple 
thing to get a living. A little hunting, a little fish- 
ing, pulling a little fruit, and digging for roots—all 
simple; and they were nearly all on an equality, and 
comparatively there were fewer failures. Living has 
at last become complex. All the avenues are filled 
with men struggling for the accomplishment of the 
same thing. 

Emulation hath a thonsand sons that 

One by one pursue; and if you hedge from 

The direct forthright, they, like an entered tide, 
All sweep by and leave you hindmost. Or, like 
A gallant horse, fallen in the front rank, 

You become pavement for the abject rear. 


The struggle is so hard. And just exactly as we 
have risen in the scale of being, the per cent of fail- 
ures has ineréased. It is so that all men are not 
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capable of getting a living. They have not cunning 


enough, intellect enough, muscle enough—they are 
not strong enough. They are too generous or they 
are too negligent; and then some people seem: to : 
have what is called “ bad luck”—that is to say, when 
anything falls, they are under it; when anything bad 
happens, it happens to them. 

And now there is another trouble. Just as life be- 
comes complex and as everyone is trying to accom- 
plish certain objects, all the ingenuity of the brain is 
at work to get there by a shorter way, and, in conse- 
quence, this has become an.age of invention. Myri- 
ads of machines have been invented—every one of 
them to save labor. If these machines helped the 
laborer, what a blessing they would be! But the 
laborer does not own the machine; the machine owns : 
him. That is the trouble. In the olden time, when 
I was a boy, even, you know how it was in the little 
towns.. There was a shoemaker—two of them—a 
tailor or two, a blacksmith, a wheelwright. I re 
member just how the shops used to look. I used to 
go to the blacksmith shop at night, get up on the 
forge, and hear them talk about turning horse-shoes. 
Many a night have I seen the sparks fly and heard the 
stories that were told. There.was a great deal of 
human nature in those days! Everybody was known. 
If times got hard, the poor little shoemakers made a 
living mending, half-soling, straightening up the 
heels. The same with the blacksmith; the same | 
with the tailor. They could get eredit—they did not 
have to pay till the next January, and if they could 
not pay then, they took another year, and they were 
happy enough. Now, one man is not a shoemaker. 
There is a great building—several hundred thousand 
dollars’ worth of machinery, three or four thousand 
people—not a single mechanic in the whole building. 
One sews on straps, another greases the machines, 
cuts out soles, waxes threads. And what is the re- 
sult? When the machines stop, three thousand men 
are out of employment. Credit goes. Then come 
want and famine, and if they happen to have a little - 
child die, it would take them years to save enough of 
their earnings to pay the expense of putting away 
that little sacred piece of flesh. And yet, by this 
machinery we can produce enough to flood the 
world. By the inventions in agricultural machinery 
the United States can feed all the mouths upon the 
earth. There is not a thing that man uses that can. 
not instantly be over-produced to such an extent as 
to become almost worthless; and yet, with all this 
production, with all this power to create, there ‘are 
millions and millions in abject want. Graneries 
bursting, and famine looking into the doors of the 
poor! Millions of everything, and yet millions want- 
ing everything and having substantially nothing! 

Now, there is something wrong there. We have 
got into that contest between machines and men, and 
if extravagance does not keep pace with ingenuity, it 
is going to be the most terrible question that man 
has ever settled. I tell you, to-night, that these 
things are worth thinking about. Nothing , that 
touches the future of our race, nothing that 
touches the happiness of ourselves or our children, 
should be beneath our notice. We should think of 
these things—must think of them—and we should 
endeavor to see that justice is finally done between 
man and man. 

My sympathies are with the poor. My sympathies 
are with the workingmen of the United: States. 
Understand me distinctly. I am not an Anarchist. 
Anarchy is the reaction from. tyranny. I am not a 
Socialist. I am not a Communist. I am an Individ- . 
ualist. I do not believe in tyranny of government, 
but I do believe in justice as between man and man. 

What is the remedy? Or, what can we think of— 
for do not imagin that I think I know. It is an im- 
mense, an almost infinite, question, and all we can do 
is to guess. You have heard a great deal lately upon 
the land subject. Let me say a word or two upon 
that. In the first place I do not want to take, and I 
would not take, an inch of land from any human 


-being that belonged to him. If we ever take it, we 


must pay for it—comdemn it and take it—do no! rob 
anybody. Whenever any man advocates justice, and 
robbery as the means, I suspect him. 

No man should be allowed to own any land that he 
does not use. Everybody knows that—I do not care 
whether he has thousands or millions. I have owned 
a great deal of land, but I know just' as well as I 
know I am living that I should not be allowed to 
have it unless I use it. And why? Don’t you know 
that if people could bottle the air, they would? 
Don’t you know that there would be an American 
Air-bottling Association? And don’t you know that 
they would allow thousands and millions to die for 
want of breath, if they could not pay for air? Iam 
not blaming anybody. I am just telling how it is. 
Now, the land belongs to the children of Nature. 
Nature invites every babe that is born into this world. 
And what would you think of me, for instance, 
to-night, if I had invited you here—nobody had 
charged you anything, but you had been invited—and 
when you got here you had found one man pretend- 
ing to occupy a hundred seats, another fifty, and an- 
other seventy-five, and thereupon you were compelled . 
.o stand up—what would you think of the invitation? 
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It seems to me that every child of nature is entitled | and do we call ourselves civilized? Did you ever read 


to his share of the land, and that he should not be, 


compelled to beg the privilege to work the soil, of a 
babe that happened to be born before him. And 
why do I say this? Because it is not to our interest 
to hav a few landlords and millions of tenants. 

The tenement house is the enemy of modesty, the 
-enemy of virtue, the enemy of patriotism. Home is 
where the virtues grow. I would like to see the law 
so that every home, to a small amount, should be free 
not only from sale for debts, but. should be absolutely 


that wonderful poem about the sewing woman? Let 
me tell you the last verse: . 


Winds that have sainted her, tell- ye the story 
Of the young life by the needle that bled, 
Making a bridge over death's soundless waters 
Out of a swaving, soul-cutting thread— 
Over it going, all the world knowing ` 
That thousands have trod it. foot-bleeding, before : 
God protect all of us, should she look back 
From the opposite shore ! 


There must be 


I cannot call this civilization. 
something nearer a fairer division in this world. 

"Youean never get it by strikes. Never. The first 
strike that is a great success will be the last strike. 
because the people who believe in law and order will 
put it down when they think it &pproaches success. 
It is no remedy. Boycotting is no remedy. Brute 
force is noremedy. This has got to be settled by 
reason, by candor, by intelligence, by kindness; and 
nothing is permanently settled in this world that has 
not for its corner stone justice, and is not protected 
by the profound conviction of the human mind. 

This. is no country for Anarchy, no country for 
Communism, no country for the Socialist Why? 
Because the political power is equally divided. What 
other reason? Speech is free. What other? The 
press is untrammeled. And that is all that the right 
should ever ask—a free press, free speech, and the 
protection of person. That is enough. That is all I 
ask. In a country like Russia, where every mouth is 
a bastile and every tongue a convict, there may be 
some excuse. Where the noblest and the best are 
driven to Siberia, there may be a reason for the 
Nihilist. In a country where no man is allowed to 
petition for redress, there is a reason, but not here. 
This—say what you will against it—this is the best 
government ever founded by the human race! Say 
what you will of parties, say what you will of dis- 
honesty, the holiest flag that ever kissed the air is 
ours ! 

Only a few years ago morally we were alow peo- 
ple—before we abolished slavery—but now, when 
there is no chain except that of custom, when every 
man has an opportunity, this is the grandest govern- 
ment of the earth. There is hardly a man in the 
United States to-day of any importance, whose voice 
anybody cares to hear, who was not nursed at the 
'oving breast of poverty. Look at the children of the 
rich. My God, what a punishment for being rich ! 
So, whatever happens, let every man say that this 
government, and this form of government, shall stand. 

* But,” say some, “these workingmen are danger- 
ous.” I deny it. Weare all in their power. They 
run all the cars. Our lives are in their hands almost 
every day. They are working in all our homes. 
They do the labor of this world. We are all at their 
mercy, and yet they do not commit more crimes, ac- 
cording to number, than the rich. Remember that. 
I am not afraid of them. Neither am I afraid of the 
monopolist, because, under our institutions, when 
they become hurtful to the general good, the people 
will stand it just to a certain point, and then comes 
the end—not in anger, not in hate, but from a love 
of liberty and justice. 

Now, we have in this country another class. We 
call them “criminals.” Let me take another step. 
It is not enough to raise the feeble up. We must 
support them after. Recollect what I said in the 
first place—that every man is as he must be. Every 
crime is a necessary product. The seeds were all 
sown, the land thoroughly plowed, the crop well at- 
tended to, and carefully harvested. Every crime is 
born of necessity.. If you want less crime, you must 
change the conditions. Poverty makes crime Want. 
rags, crusts, failure, misfortune—all these awake the 
wild beast in man, and finally he takes, and takes 
contrary to law, and becomes-a@ criminal. And 
what do you do with him? You punish him. Why 
not punish a man for having the consumption? The 
time will come when you will see that that is just as 
logical. What do you do with the criminal? You 
send him to the penitentiary. Is he made better? 
Worse. The first thing you do is to try to trample 
out his manhood, by putting an indignity upon him. 
You mark him. You put him in stripes. At night 
you put him in darkness. His feeling for revenge 
grows. You makea wild beast of him, and he comes 
out of that place branded in body and soul, and then 
you won't let him reform if he wants to. You put 
on airs above him, because he has been in the peni- 
tentiary. .The next time you try to put on airs over 
a convict, let me beg of you to do one thing. Maybe 
you are not as bad as I am, but do one thing: think of 
all the crimes you have wanted to commit; think of all 
the crimes you would have committed if you had had 
the opportunity; think of all the temptations to 
which you would have yielded had nobody been look- 
ing; and then put your hand on your heart and say 
whether you can justly look with scorn and contempt 
even upon a convict. None but the noblest should 
inflict punishment, even on the basest. Society has 
no right to punish any man in revenge—no right to 
punish any man except for two objects—one, the pre- 


free from taxation, so that every man could have a 
home. Then we will have a nation of patriots. 
Now suppose that every man were to have all the 
land he is able to buy. The Vanderbilts could buy 
: to-day all the land that is in farms in the state of 
Ohio—every foot of it. "Would it be for the best in- 
terest of that state to have a few landlordsand four or 
five millions of serfs? So, I am in favor of a law finally 
to be carried out—not by robbery, but by compensa. 
tion, under the right, as the lawyers call it, of emi- 
nent domain—so that no person would be allowed to 
own more land thanheuses. I am not blaming these 
rich men for being rich. I pity the most of them. I 
. had rather be poor, with a little sympathy in my 
heart, than to be rich as all the mines of earth and 
not have that little flower of pityin my breast. I do 
not see how a man can have hundreds of millions and 
pass every day people that have not enough to eat. 
I do not understand it. I presume I would be just 
the same way myself. There is something in money 
that dries up the sources of affection, and the proba- 
bility is, it is this: the moment a man gets money, 
so Many men are trying to get it away from him that 
in a little while he regards the whole human race as 
his enemy, and he generally thinks that they could 
be rich, too, if they would only attend to business as 
he has. Understand, I am not blaming these peo- 
ple. There is a good deal of human nature in us all. 
You remember the story of the man who made a 
speech at a Socialist meeting, and closed it by saying, 
* Thank God, I am no monopolist,” but as he sank to 
his seat said, “ But I wish to the Lord I was" We 
must remember that these rich men are naturally 
produced. Do not blame them. Blame the system! 

Certain privileges have been granted to the few by 
the government, ostensibly for the benefit of the 
many; and whenever that grant is not for the good 

- of the many, it should be taken from the few—not by 
force, not by robbery, but by estimating fairly the 
value of that property, and paying to them its value; 
because everything should be done according to law 
and in order. , 

What remedy, then, is there? First, the great 
weapon in this countryis the ballot. Each voter isa 
sovereign. "There the poorest is the equal of the 
richest. His vote will count just as many as though 
the hand that cast it controlled millions. The poor 
are in the majority in this country. If there is any 
law that oppresses them, it is their fault. They have 
followed the fife and drum of some party. They 
have been misled by others.. No man should. go an 
inch with a party—no matter if that party is half the 
world and has in it the greatest intellects of the earth 
—unless that party is going his way. No honest 
man should ever turn round and join anything. If 
it overtakes him, good. If he has to hurry up a lit- 
tle to get to it, good. But do not go with anything 
that is not going your way; no matter whether they 
call it Republican, or Democrat, or Progressive De- 
mocracy—do not go with it unless it goes your way. 

The ballot is the power. The law should settle 
these questions—between capital and labor—many of 
them; but I expect the greatest good to come from 
civilization, from the growth of a sense of justice; 
for I tell you, to-night, a civilized man will never 
want anything for less than it is worth—a civilized 
man, when he sells a thing, will never want more than 
it is worth—a really and truly civilized. man would 
rather be cheated than to cheat. And yet, in the 
United States, good as we are, nearly everybody 
wants to get everything for a little less than it is 
worth, and the man that sells it to him wants to get 

.& little more than it is worth, and this breeds rascality 
on both sides. That ought to be done away with. 
There is one step toward it that we will take: we will 
finally say that human flesh, human labor, shall not 
depend entirely on “supply and demand.” That is 
infinitely cruel. Every man should give to another 
according to his ability to give—and enough that he 
may make his living and lay something by for the 
winter of old age. : 

Go to England. Civilized country they call it. It 
is not. It never was. lam afraid it never will be. 
Go to London, the greatest city of this world, where 
there is the most wealth—the greatest glittering piles 
of gold. And yet, one out of every six in that city 
dies in a hospital, a workhouse, or a prison. Is that 
the best that we are ever to know? Is that the last 
word that civilization has to say? Look at the women 
in this town sewing for a living, making cloaks that 
sell for $45, for less than forty-five cents! Right 
here—here, amid all the palaces, amid the thousands 
of millions of property—here! Is that all that civili. | vention of crime; the other, the reformation of the 
zation can do? Must a poor woman support herself ! criminal. How can you reform him? Kindness is 
or her child, or her children, by that kind of labor ! the sunshine in which virtue grows. Let it be under- 


stood by these men that there is no revenge; let it 
be understood, too, that they can reform. Only a 
little while ago I read of a case of a young man who | 
had been in a penitentiary and came out. He kept it 
a secret, and went to work for a farmer. He got in 
love with the daughter, and wanted to marrv her. 
He had nobility enough to tell the truth—he told the 
father that he had been in the penitentiary. The 
father said, “You cannot have my daughter, becanse 
it would stain her life.” The young man said, “ Yes, 
it would stain her life. therefore I will not marry 
her" He went out. In a few moments afterward 
they heard the report of a pistol, and he was dead. 
He left just a little note saying: “I am through. 
There is no need of mv living longar, when I stdin 
with my life the ones I love.” And yet we call our 
society civilized. There is a mistake. 

I want that question thought of. I want all my 
fellow-citizens to think of it. I want you to do what 
vou can to do away with all unnecessary cruelty. 
There are, of course, some cases that have to be 
treated with what might be called almost cruelty; 
but if there is the smallest seed of good in any 
human heart, let kindness fall upon it until it grows, 
and in that way I know. and so do you, that the 
world will get better and better day bv dav. 

Let us, above all things, get acquainted with each 
other. Let every man teach his son, teach his 
daughter, that labor is honorable. Let us teach our 
children: it is your business to see that you never hee 
come a burden on others. Your first duty is to take 
care of yourselves, and if there is a surplus, with that 
surplus help your fellow-man; that you owe it to 
yourself above all things not to be a burden upon 
others. "Teach your son that it is his duty not only, 
but his highest joy, to become a home-builder, a 
homeowner. Teach your children that bv the fire- 
side is the real and true happiness of this world. 
Teach them that whoever is an idler, whoever livs 
upon the labor of others, whether he is a pirate or a 
king, is a dishonorable person. Teach them that 
no civilized: man wants anything for nothing, or for 
less than it is worth; that he wants to go through 
this world paying his way as he goes, and if he pets 
a little ahead, an extra jov, it should be divided with 
another, if that other is doing something for himself. 
Help others help themselves. 

And let us teach that great wealth is not great 
happiness ; that money will not purchase love; it 
never did and never can purchase respect; it never 
did aad never can purchase the highest happiness. 
I believe with Robert Burns: 

If happiness have not her seat 
And Center in the breast. 
We mav be wise. or rich, or great, 
But never can be blest. 
We must teach this. and Jet our fellow-citizens know 
that we giv them every right that we claim for our- 
selves. We must discuss these questions and have 
charity, and we will have it whenever we have the 
philosophy that all men are as they must be, and that 
intelligence and kindness are the only levers capable 
of raising mankind. . . 

Then there is another thing. Let each ope be true 
to himself: No matter what his class. no matter what 
his circumstances, let him tel] his thought. Don’t let 
his class bribe him. Don’t let him talk like e banker 
because he is a banker. Don’t let him talk like the 
reat of the merchants because he is a merchant. Let , 
him be true to the human race instead of to his little 
business—be true to the ideal in his heart and brain, 
instead of to his little present and apparent selfishness 
—let him have a larger and more intelligent selfish- 
ness, not a narrow and ignorant one. 

So faras I am concerned, I have made up my mind 
that no organization. secular or religious, shall own 
me. I have made up my mind that no necessity of 
bread, or roof, or raiment shall ever put a padlock on 
my lips. I have made up my mind that no hope, no 
preferment, no honor, no wealth, shall ever make me 
for one moment awerve from what I really believe, no 
matter whether it is to mv immediate interest, as one 
would think. or not. And while I live. I am going to 
do what little I can to heln my fellow-men who have 
not been as fortunate as I have been. I shall talk on 
their side, I shall vote on their side, and do what lit- 
tle I can to convince men that happiness does not lie 
in the direction of great wealth. but in the direction 
of achievement for the good of themselves and for 
the good of their fellow-men. I shall do what little I 
can to basten the day when this earth shall be cov- 
ered with homes, and when by the fireside of the 
world shall sit happy fathers and mothers and chil- 


dren. 4 
——— 299—9—49————————— 


Tnz New York World is looking up the untaxed personal 
property of residents of this city. It finds millions of this 
sort of property. but hasnot yet discovered the more millions 
of real estate belonging to religious organizations which 


never pay a Cent of taxes. 
—_— to 


Taz column which Pope Pius IX. ordered to be erected in. . 
commemoration of the Ecumenical Council of 1870 has just 
been completed. It will be placed in front of the Vatican 
Museum at Rome. It was the Ecumenical Council of 1870 
which made theimportant discovery that Pius IX. was infal- 
lible. 
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, deem frm. friends. 


WOODSTOCK, Vr., Nov. 8, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: I see there is a call for money, which is 
wanted to defray the expenses of the Tenth Anaual Con- 
gress. Not begging it—it isa demand, and no other than 
right, and a duty we owe to ourselvs and to the world, that 
we come out liberally, and show to the world that we mean 
to sustain our Cause. 

I cannot do now any morc at this than to send you $5. I 
hav soon to pay to different ones who are working hard for 
the cause that we espouse. l Joun D. POWERS., 


MeEnripex, Tex., Oct. 28, 1886. 

Mr. Enrron: I hav had all the bad feelings that Mrs. 
Helen Wilman’s expressed in her letter to her friend, and 
hav had them ever since 1861. I was a Union man, and op- 
posed to secession. I had to flee my home to save my life. 
The secessionist would not, or could not, reason with a South- 
ern raised man. The limb and rope were always ready for 
him if the infuriated mob eaught him. For Mr. Truesdell's 
benefit, I will tell of one Union man who was caught (his 
crime was avoiding the army) in Bell county, Tex. As soon 
as he was caught, the cry was raised, ** Hang him to a limb." 
The report that came back to his family was that he (Clark 
Naile) was hung, not by the neck, but the heels, just like a 
bog, and left in that situation to die. 

Iam opposed to hanging a man by the neck for anything. 
That is the least punishment we can inflict. 

Fred Koezly writes like a man. He can reason and does 
not seem to be scared. Fear is a hard master. I will write 
myself an Anarchist—onc that has grown into it from bad 
treatment. S. D. Greer. 


CzxEsoo, Micn., Oct. 81, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: I am very glad to congratulate you on the 
successful publication of Tas Truru Seeker.. You certainly 
deserve all the patronage of Freethinkers, which I hope you 
will get. I am decidedly, however, against Anarchism. 
Without the law there would be noliving. The Anarchy in 
the Bible will some day destroy the Bible. See the thirty- 
first chapter Numbers. *'* Anarchy;" see the New Testa- 
ment, ** You believe in me, or go to hell and be damned." 
Anarchy again. But Talmage and al his ilk think An- 
archy in the Bible is all rigut. What superstition can do! 
You giv us the pictures; they are grand. At the end of the 
year put them in a book and sell them; they will sell. And 
also John Peck’s this year 's contributions. They will gell too 
and help Freethought. 

Inclosed find catalog for books and postal order for the 
same. Iam sorry I can't get you some subscribers, but here 
are less than two hundred people, and they hav got four 
churches. Poor Ceresco—ridden to death. 

Tuomas KNIGHT, 


New York, Nov. 8, 1886. 

Mr. Eprvon: The recent Episcopal Convention which has 
been-held at Chicago, comprising over sixty bishops, and 
about four hundred prominent ministers and laymen, ought 
to be at least noted by Freethinkers. 

A group of laymen, at one of the prominent hotels in that 
city, were discussing the virtues and defects of the various 
diocesan bishops. One gentleman said that ‘ there was, at 
least, one bishop (Gillespie) who had no heart, and was a 
complete iceberg, although he made great pretensions to 
being a philanthropist.” This gentleman said he drove away 
our late rector, who was beloved by the whole city, and 
especially workingmen and Freethinkers, by freezing him 
out. He said that he had known’him to receive persons and 
~ say he was glad to see them, when, but a few days before, he 
had written a letter that was enough to hang them. What 
confidence can we hav in such hypocritical bishops? He 
never knew what forgivness is, and he recited a number of 
cases to demonstrate that his treatment of various persons 
was the most barbarous he ever knew. He would make a 
good Bishop Bonner, according to all that was told. 

CHARLES RUMMEY. 


Newark, N. J., Oct. 25, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: Is it not degrading and humiliating to the 
poor to see creatures made after their maker’s image dressed 
up in livery with brass buckles on their hats to designate the 
poor man from the rich? I hav seen those aristocrats who 
hav more money than brains, drive up to a fashionable 
church aud go in to bear the preacher. preach faith in God, 
hope in immortality, and charity for all mankind, and leave 
their poor servants out before the door dressed up like 
monkeys, in winter beating their hands and stamping their 
feet to keep ‘hem from being frozen. When I look and see 
those steeples, hooped up with lightning-rods to keep their 
God's thunder from knocking down those churches, I hav 
often thought there was more danger for those nincompoops 
to get struck than those churches. Such people are 
a nuisance ; they should leave this country for their country’s 
good, and go to Europe and liv under and be governed by 
emperors or kings, for a republican form of government is 
not suited to their high fangdangle notions. They hav for- 
gotten thal their grandsires fought à monarchical and aristo- 
cratic goverument for liberty, cquality, and justice 

Afier the war of independence the rich and poor all 
mingled and associated together. The rich would go to 
church in calico and linsey woolseys. and if there were any 
that strayed away from the path of virtue, gentle words of 
eucouragement were offered to him or her to retrieve their 
standing in society. In those days there was no highfalutin 
religion, no sensational preachers like Talmage. There were 
no cathedrals with millions; there were no such notices as 
thie nosted on church doors, ‘‘ A single sitting at mass, ten 


cents.” There was no ten, twenty, or thirty thousand dol- 
lars per year paid for preaching Christ’s unadulterated re- 
ligion. "There was no sale of pews. "There were no fashion- 
able dames with penciled eyebrows, lips painted, face 
powdered, hair dyed, and a jockey hat and feathers on their 
heads, aud the wrinkles puttied up with paste. This speci- 
men is the modern improved Christian. Better go back to 
pagan religion. Instead of paying missionaries to convert 
the heathen, the heathen should convert the Christians. 
W. W. Morris. 


Minnen, La., Nov. 6, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: I hav seen mention in two different numbers 
of Tug TRUTH SEEKER of recent date of a Liberal life insur- 
ance company. Such an institution, I feel, would be of in- 
estimable value. The majority of us, both men and women, 
are of the working class, and are unable to meet the require- 
ments of the regular insurance companies financially, and 
hav not the time to join and attend the secret organizations, 
such as Knights of Pythias, even if our lack of positiv 
knowledge of a personal God would not exclude us. I am 
inclined to think that many Freethinkers who are not now 
identified with us would avail themselvs of such an institu- 
tion, and work publicly for the cause, buy Liberal literature 
to read and distribute, and take an interest in their brother 
Liberals, if they could invest in a cheap and reliable means 
of providing for their families after death, who now are de- 
priving themselvs of such Liberal food tolay up something 
for emergencies. 

Ifyou deem these remarks worthy of a space in your sus 
able paper, they may be the means of inducing some more 
able pen than mine to advocate a ‘‘ Secular Union Mutual 
Life Insurance.” Thanking Mr. E: W. Miner and the other 
writer, whose name I do not now remember, for their valu- 
able suggestions and introducing the subject, 

Very truly yours, Wm. MANSFIELD. 


BurLER, PA., Oct., 29, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: I am now an old man. I hav felt for many 
years the persecution of Christian friends on account of my 


exercise of that freedom of thought dictated by nature, and. 


guaranteed by our Constitution. I hav no word of unkind- 
ness for those who differ with me in opinion or belief about 
matters unknown to anyone. But I feel more happy, more 
noble, and more in the path of duty reading the truths in 
your paper, than I could possibly feel reading the brutal his- 
tory and unnatural creeds of the Dark Ages. — 

To be close to God in death, we must walk with him in 
life. And I prefer to die alone in the path of truth, seeking 
after more, than to be dragged to the tomb, in a holy chariot 
stained with the blood of the reformers and philanthropists 
of every age, by a sanctified crew that seek to crush to hell 
every father and mother, brother and sister, who refuses to 
ride in their bloody wagon. 

Yesterday we had a very nice parlor lecture on the '* Logic 
of Modern Science,” by J. L. Andrew, of Kansas. The 
lecture was delivered at Nixon’s Home. The Methodist 
Episcopal clergyman was present, but would not reply.. The 
confliet is bet ween science and superstition, and the former 
must prevail, forreason teaches that trnth is the only thing 
that can stand the test of time. Iinclosẹ five dollars. Please 
send Tug TRUTH SEEKER for two years to A. CUTHBERT. 


LzxixGroN, Mo., Nov. 2, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: If Mr. Walker and Miss Harman are married 
at common law, then the agreement of the former to the lat. 
ter as to ^ontrol of her person is of no use to her in law; she 
is as to that in precisely the same situation that any other mar- 
ried lady is. Usually people become better than the law before 
the law is changed, and so it must be in this matter. Such 
an arrangement can only be “honor bright” between the 
two. If, then, the lady can gain no right in law, why not be 
content with making that part of the agreement privately, or 
with friends as witnesses? And where is the harm of notify- 
ing the public of the marriage by record as we do in less im- 
portant matters? In respect to third parties, the Walker- 
Harman contract seems to me obscure, a fatal error. 

The deeper one will study life, the more does the conclu- 
sion force itself on one that one man aud one woman are each 
for the other for life, and any other arrangement transgresses 
a law of nature. The facilities that true Rationalism will 
giv for extensiv acquaintance and thereby finding the true 
partner will eventually prevent many mistakes such as are 
now made—mismating. 

Ilately saw. an article in your paper by Ella E. Gibson that 

constrained me to write a privateletter of thanks to the anthor. 

Purity in the home, justice and order in the state offer 
that as the watchword of Rationalism. If there are many 
who cannot subscribe to that, I predict fission and differen- 
tiation in the Liberal organism. Groree Wirsow. 


Oranges, N. J., Nov. 1, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: On Sunday, by invitation of a friend, I went 
to attend a session of ‘‘ The Reform Club,” in Orange, N. J., 
which is a city of about thirty thousand inhabitants, having 
one hundred and thirty saloons, and is a regularly built hot- 
bed of orthodoxy. Yet there are scores of Infidels and Lib- 
erals in Orange (all estimable citizens) who dare not utter 
their own philosophical and scientific thoughts. At the ses- 
sion of ‘‘ T'he Reform Club” I found that it was composed 
almost entirely of a few shouting Methodists, a leader of the 
Salvation Army, and a smaller number of Baptists. The 
hall was well filled with anxious hearers, hungry and thirsty 


‘for a few grains of truth. A good Methodist clergyman, 


who (I verily believe) is a true Infidel, led off in a ranting, 
tearing, and impractical harang on the subject of temperance 
and Prohibition. Said he: ‘‘Some great men fall from their 
integrity and greatness and go down into a drunkard’s grave. 
Thomas Paine was a great man. He was a distinguished 
writer, an eminent statesman, and he did a great deal for our 


country. But he died a cursing Infidel, and a miserable 
drunkard. I know he did, for my father, before he died, 
told me so, and my father was told so by a man who knew 
Paine. So that I do know, without any doubt, that this 
great man died a miserable drunkard.” All the singing, the 
prayers, and the incoherent and irrelevant talk were replete 
with ‘‘ Jesus and Jerusalem.” I fear if any Liberal should 
open his mouth here he would meet the fate of friend C. B. 
Reynolds on account of his reformatory efforts at Boonton. 
Yet the mills of God are grinding, grinding, grinding, and 
intelligent people are thinking and reflecting. I hav heard 
that same Presbyterian falsehood about Thomas Paine for 
more than fifty years past. I ama thorough temperance 
man. I never take even a social goblet of wine or cordial of 
any sort. But, twenty-four years ago, I took a three-cent 
glass of lager beer as a medicin, and it made me drunk—so 
drunk that I did not know whether it was winter or summer. 


-After I am dead and gone, no doubt my pious Presbyterian 


friends will say that I died a cursing Infidel and a miserable 
drunkard. Ess E. Tze. 


Diana. Tex., Oct. 25, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: Two months hav passed, during which time 
I hav been reading your excellent paper, Trig Trurn SEEEER, 
at your expense. The term for which.I had paid expired at 
8 time when money is very scarce in this part of the country, 
especially so with your humble servant, who could not hav 
bought a gangway plank, had steamboats been selling at 
five cents apiece; and now I am happy to be able to ask you 
for credit for the inclosed, and to thank you for continuing 
the paper with the illustrations, which teach important les- 
sons to those who hav minds to comprehend them. Į hav 
circulated your paper to some extent, with the hope of get- 
ting & subscriber, but it is hardly possible to get one in this 
community, composed largely of church-going hypocrits and 
disinterested nothingarians. However, I will continue to 
hand the paper to those who I think will read. it to be 
benefited. 

There was a time when I, like the Christian, believed that 
Christianity was a God-given religion, but. by investigation, 
I found that I had no evidence for such belief. I hav come 
to know that, like all other religions, it is of human origin. 
A religion founded on fable and mythology can't be true, nor 
can I believe it. 

I cannot renounce reason, which is a beter guide than fear, 
for any kind of superstitious religion. To me it is surpris- 
ing that such men as Talmage and Sam Jones can’t see the 
error of their way. I believe they are what they are for the 
money; but ‘‘every dog has his day,” and theirs will soon 
pass away. 

It would be for the wood: of the race if such men as Mr. 
Peck could liv two hundred years. Everybody ought to read 
his writings. Yours truly, J. M. Woops. . 

P.S.—Since writing the above, I hav learned that one Rev. 
Charlie Coppage, Jr.. & pious scoundrel. of Coffeeville, Up- 
shur Co., and & Methodist circuit rider, has been justly 
hauled up by the members of his church for whipping and 
otherwise maltreating his wife, and by them silenced from 
preaching. While he was-off on his circuit, conducting ‘ dis- 
tracted” meetings, and faring sumptuously every day at the 
tables of his dupes, his wife was at Lome suffering for that 
on which he was growing fat. But, if he was called by the 
Lord. as he claims. to preach the everlasting truth, why not 
let him‘preach? Whipping his wife has nothing to do with 
his preaching. Is that the way they are to decide who is 
called and who is not? This claim made by the preachers is 
false, and men of sense know it. Oh, how long will the 
dupes of superstition let these pious frauds impose on them? 
J. M. W. 

nue Kax., Nov. 1, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: I am always glad to discuss social questions 
with anyone who will do so in a kiud spirit. Mr. Griffith’s 
criticism of my views on the liquor question is good, and to 
the point. He wastes no room with wind and bombast, but 
states his objections clearly and briefly. 

Here in Kansas we hav what is called Prohibition, but the 
name is not appropriate; it is really restriction. When I: 
came to this state, two and a half years ago, no person could 
buy any kind of alcoholic liquors without a prescription 
from a physician. For writing these, physicians could charge 
prescription fees, and there were always plenty of needy 
physicians ready to make money in this way. The law did 
not work satisfactorily, and it was changed so that any person 
can go into a drug store and fill out a blank, stating the ob- 
ject for which tbe liquor is wanted, and the druggist will let 
him hav it. This is called Prohibition. But it is really re- 
striction. Its sale is restricted to druggists, all of whom are 
getting rich by selling it. 

Now, my plan would be to restrict its sale, but not to 
druggists or to doctors, but to salaried officers of the govern- 
ment. I would hav them placed under strict rules, for the 
violation of which they should be expelled from office. I 
would hav the liquor sold at the cost of manufacture and 
sale, and I would hav each government agent appointed over 
& certain territory, and made responsible for the drunken. 
ness in his territory. He should be authorized to suppress 
the sale by anyone else in his territory. 

Mr. Griffith says we might as well murder people by law. 
Indeed, we do this, and hav done it from time immemorial. 
We hang people who should be hung by law (and sometimes 
some who shouldn't). This is all I contend for. Let us sell 
liquor by law to those who should hav it for medicinal, sac- 
ramental, or other proper purposes. But let us be careful 
not to sell it except for proper purposes. This, I believe, we 
never can do so long as its sale is restricted to those who 
make money by selling it. . 

Mr. Griffith thinks we might as well steal by law. I think 
I might define stealing to be the taking of property by any 
person or persons to which said person or persons hav no 
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right of claim. If this is a correct definition of stealing, then 
I think we steal a great deal by law. Our custom house 
officials, according to this définition, are the hired thieves of 
the government. They collect some three hundred millions 
of dollars & year that the government never earned and never 
inherited, and to which they hav no higher or other claim 
than that of might. : 

Yes, Mr. Griffith, our government does.“ take control of 
the stealing and killing department, and employs agents to 
. steal from the people, and to kill such citizens as might be 
troublesome to their neighbors." ' Governments should raise 
public revenues by taxes upon public property, as land, 
mines, ete.—natural things. All taxes upon private property, 
prcduets of labor, must be considered as stolen. It is the 
public taking what they hav no claim to. J. G. Maroorw. 


Squaw CREEK, Ipa., Oct. 25, 1886. 
Mr. Epiror: Yours of recent date duly received. Yes, I 
want the paper to keep coming. Pictures.I do not object to 
in the least. . Those who object to them put me in mind of 
the young lady complaining of the boys bathing in a neigh- 
boring pond. Her modesty was shocked. She was told that 
her eyesight must be very good to see so long a distance. 
' & Oh,” she says, ‘‘I keep a telescope.” I hope when Brother 
Heston gets around to the man after God’s own heart and has 
him in his ball-room attire he will do him full justice; also 
Aholah and Aholibah, beautiful for the perusal of children 
in a school-room in a public school! Inclosed are $7— $8 
for myself and $3 for the subscription of Mrs. Mary E. Lip- 
pincott, Columbia Falls, Maine, and $1 for Reynolds's de- 

fense against border rüffianism. A. G. Cnuvnon. 


Kansas Crrv, Mo., Nov. 3, 1886. 

Mn. Epirox: Will some one kindly inform us what Mr. E. 
C. Walker is fighting for? Not for the principles of free 
love or free love marriage surely, for he-claims an ironclad, 
bullet-proof legal marriage. So far as free love principle is 
concerned, he surrendered at the first shot. I am surprised 
to see so many old free lovers getting excited over this affair. 
They seem to think that they hav treed Z'coon, but when 
they hav cut the tree down they will find to their disgust that 
there is no coon in it—not even & measly 'possum. It isa 
mere quibble as to the best form for a lggal marriage, a dis- 
pute as to the difference 'twixt tweedledum and tweedledee. 
If, às Walker claims, the form is not essential, what is the 
good of fighting about it? Better fight for something that is 
essential. d : 

The fracas reminds me of the senseless wrangle among 
Christians about the form or mode of baptism. Walker’s 
form of marriage, like the Presbyterian form of baptism, is 
undoubtedly the best, because there is less of it. But the 
game is scarcely worth the ammunition. He loaded up fora 
bear and fired off at a chipmunk. T. WETZEL. 


"Mx. Eniror: All formal and ceremonial religious worship 
that mankind has ever indulged in is merely the childish toys 
of an undeveloped race or people. It is natural in all ages 
and conditions of mankind to query as to the origin and 
destiny of the human race, and to imagin or conceive a God 
or creator to whom reverence is given, and hence worship as 
a religion is the outgrowth. But as mankind, by the free- 
dom and exercise of the reasoning faculties, outgrows the 
necessity of those childish toys, and looks at the natural 
world from a more rational standpoint, he then ceases to be 
a worshiper of an imaginary creator or God, and commences 
his progress in the light of a student or scientist in the work- 
ings or principles of nature. Although church worship and 
the religion of Jesus, so called, is still popular with the 
masses, but greatly divided up into creeds and factions, yet 
each standard-bearer, or faction, claims that they hav the 
simon-pure article, and if you travel their route, that when 
you pass over, heaven will be fitted up and prepared for you, 
and you will.hav nothing to do but to step in and hang up 
your hat. 

Now for the sequel: if a man would bring children into the 
world and then pay no attention to them, giv them no edu- 
cation, but neglect them and let them grow up like wild 
beasts, he would be looked on by all civilized people as a 
very unworthy parent, and certainly we should expect as 
much from & heavenly as an earthly parent. And I for one 
will make the move (if some one will second the motion), 
“That, if there is a personal God or creator, we demand 
self-evident and undeniable evidence, and that he make a re- 
sonable excuse or apology for the long delay in not giving us 
the facts.” Durrox MADDEN. 


A LETTER TO A OHRISTIAN. 
Coxoonp, KY., Oct. 28, 286. 

Deak Friznp: This term friend might at first hav the ap- 
pearance of a solecism, a blending, you might say, of the 
sublime and ridiculous, so sharp and bitter is the antago- 
nism between Infidelity and Christianity ; but happily human- 
ity sometimes gets the better of opinions, and we become in 
this case. just-what we should be, generous and deferential. 
Should I, however, chance to wound your feelings, please 
to remember it was done inadvertently, and I propose as 
the amende honorable to give you the same privilege. 

I hav several motivs in writing to you, the chief one being 
to correct a few of the errors under which you are laboring, 
thereby removing much of that prejudice which is such a 
barrier to seeing things in their true light. Many of the 
charges forinerly alleged against Infidelity for the purpose of 
intimidating the timid, hav to-day no more effect upon the 
intelligent than a nursery tale. The horrible stories of death- 
bed repentance almost daily find a refutationat the death-bed 
of Infidels. The ravings of remorse, the recantation, and 
lastly the prayers for forgivness, hav all become so stale and 
hackneyed that the minister, who with such a gusto of elo- 
quence relates them, but reflects his own ignorance, and, 
save from the most benighted, get only sneers for his pains, 


‘mankind into the depths of degradation and superstition, and 


Another favorit way of keeping the lines intact is by telling 
thecongregation that Infidelity is composed of the proletáriat, 
the refuse of society, or, to use a still more expressiv term, 
the.'off-scourings." We hav a peculiar admiration for this 
plea, coming as it does from the meek and lowly followers of 
the meek and lowly Jesus. It is in keeping with the general 
character of Christians to practice what they don’t profess, 
and profess what they don’t practice. When Christ was 
upon earth, according to history, he was distinguished by 
just such a following as are so odious to his followers to-day. 
Perhaps you will tell us that his condition has vastly im- 
proved since liis advent here; that he is no longer a wander- 
ing vagrant with a few fishermen for his companions; but, re- 
siding in a city of palaces, seated upon a “ golden throne,” 
and wielding the scepter of the universe, you will fecl in duty 
bound to support the dignity of character or rather his exalted 
position. Jest may not become a subject so grave, but 
when so. many palpable facts contradict assertions so false 
we feel that the means are not wholly nnwarranted. When 
every Christian’s child must be taught from Infidel text- 
books; when Christians are constantly availing themselvs of 
the advantages of Infidel steam, the printing-press, the 
steamboat, the railroad ; when our best literature bears upon 
its every page the impress of Infidelity, while greatest. 
scholars of every age hav borne the brand— were every lan- 
guage sifted to show the meanness, the sensclessness, and the 
falseness of such accusations. there would still be an ellipsis. 

Carlyle said he was glad his mother was religious, that is 
to say, credulous, submissiv, pliant to theological instruc- 
tion, and considerably defectiv in reasoning power. This, 
perhaps, is why religion in women has been so much ex- 
tolled. Simplicity, confidence, a beautiful dependence, are 
all very charming, we know. We hav a few such women in 
our mind's eye now, old, faded, neglected, and miserable, 
repining, and regretful, the past holding all their treasures, 
and that gone irrevocably. A sad commentary upon the 
comforting power of religion is age, and all due to the teach- 
ings of the pulpit! Whenever we can convince women that 
there is an elixir in Freethought, we shall not want for acces- 
sions, and gentlemen who prefer going to heaven by proxy 
will hav to go begging ‘nstead. There is nothing so hurtful 
to the mind as the doctrins of Christianity. While develop- 
ment and improvement is the very nature of Freethought, 
the Christian, starting out with a few formulated opinions, 
forbidden to partake of the tree of knowledge, his mind 
becomes dwarfed, his moral nature vitiated, all tending to 
nurture his weaknesses, until at last he finds himself bereft 
of everything but piety and dotage. One serious objection to 
Christianity is, that it inspires fear. There is no courage in it 
except that courage which it requires to make a coward— 
courage to forfeit our honesty. our integrity, oar self-respect, 
and our right to investigate. This religion has made ours a 
nation of Esaus. He (Esau) sold his birthright for a mess of 
pottage, but we, more improvident still, hav given ours 
away. The editor fears for his subscription list, the attorney 
for his list of clients; the political aspirant must conserve his 
popularity, and the business man his patronage, while all 
fear Mrs. Grundy, of all fears the least pardonable. Always 
weak and capricious, now superannuated and imbebil, she 
can impose no penalty but ostracism, which is but driving 
us from the vain, frivolons, and superficial to the intellectual, 
the vigorous, anid the strong. 

I hav given you a few facts upon which to ponder. I hav 
no hopes of suddenly making & convert of yon. Our eon- 
versions come by slow and regular process. It takes time, 
study, and reflection to persuade that of all religions Free- 
thought is the best, the happiest, and the most beautiful. 
When once convinced of this, there will really be no need of 
persuasion. It will be like coming out of the labyrinth of 
darkpess into the glowing light of day. You will then see 
that the theology that you hav been courting is but myth- 
ology after all, and must in time share the fate of its prede- 
cessórs. VinGiNIA E. VANOE. 


CnarranooGa, TENN., Oct. 25, 1886. 

-Mr. Eprror: The church of the present day is the source 
of little harm beyond that of narrowing men’s minds and 
hearts down to one plane of thought and insisting that this 
must be the only plane; one plan, and this the only plan ; 
one hope, and this the only hope. "This stand taken by the 
church is utterly distasteful to the intell. ctually inclined—to 
the thinker and the philosopher. Variety is the source of all 
joy. Monotony is bred: by the long continuance of any one 
thing. We must hav variety or we die, intellectually as well 
as physically. This the church cannot allow—she must en- 
force her laws to the letter; her precepts and doctrins must 
be protected at the cost of intelligence, of manhood, of self- 
respect. If she fail in any instance to thus protect herself, 
she falls. It is a well-known fact that the chureh has ever 
been the foe of science, of intellectual advancement, of every- 
thing which tends to lift the mind from superstition and 
place it upon the highway of intelligence and enlightenment. 
So far as thas is concerned—according to the Bible as re- 
corded in Genesis—our good foreparents were damned for 
nothing less than seekiug knowledge. For why should they 
not wish to know good and evil? This knowledge should 
be very beneficial to anyone. And yet Jehovah was opposed 
to their having any enliglitenmient on the subject, and for 
this one offense they fell from grace, dragging with them all ; 


God's so-called holy church, be it Roman Catholic or Prot- 
estant, has with its iron hand and darkened visage opposed 
all advancement, either in thought or precept, cver since. 
Intellects which are confined to the narrow precincts of her 
allotted range grow feeble and wither for want of proper sus- 
tenance. Some men, it seems, are not noble enough, not 


men enough, to be honest for the mere sake of honesty, not ! 
bold enough to do right for the sake of right principles and 
courageous enough to shun evil for the reward of a temperate 


and upright life. Butthey must hav some restraining power, 

some wonderful influence, brought to bear upon them, some 

strength of doctrin or creed, some Jaw of which they stand in 

awe. And this is all that will control them for the better 

part of life. Some hope of reward; some hell to avoid, some 

evil power to combat in imagination; some fiend, breathing 
fire;. some Satan clothed with subtlety end cunning. And 

without these they are supposed to be utterly lawless and 

uncontrolable. But let me say that when Christianity, with 
all her hell-fires; her devils, breathing fire and smoke; her 

miraculous conceptions and revelations; her Jehovah, the 

tyrant and bigot; her saviors so meek and lowly; aud her 

plans, creeds, doctrins, and dogmas, fail, as is clearly 

the case, to restrain the masses from crime and to pro- 

tect life and property, it is then time to try a new method. 

If in the face of all these horrors men can yet sin as though 

they knew not of punishment or reward, then let us turn to 

the pages of Freethought and receive a lesson which has been 

delayed full many a day too long. Let us cease to preach 

that Jesus saves us from sinor damns us for it. Let us cease 

to offer a reward for righteousness or declare a hell prepared 

for vice. Let usteach the truth that all men were created 

free and equal; that all must take their chance in the course 

of life; that whatsoever & man sows that shall he also reap; 

and the wages of sin are death. For, as the great apostle of 
religious liberty has said, there are no rewards or punish- 
ments iu nature, but simply consequences. Thus, if à man 
sins, he must of & necessity reap what he sows as a natural 

consequence. And if he sows in this world, it seems to me 
to be very probable to suppose that he will reap in this world 
also. If these things were taught simply, in plaee of all that 
tends to enchain the reason rather than to promote the wel., 
fare of mankind, the world would be much better off than it 
is at present. But I hav a certain hope that men will not 
always pay tribute to the miraculous, and, in many cases, 
the ridiculous; that mankind shall not always bow at the 
feet of ignorance and superstition, and that in some future 
day all systems of religion will hav passed away to giv place 
to a higher power, the power of reason. 

For in the church of the present day I see full many a 
change, and many a wrinkle that in younger days she pos- 
sessed not. The signs of age are visible, and with them I 
behold also the signs of decay. The chnrch loses ground as 
fast as she givs up the doctrin of narrowness and confine- 
ment to one principle. Whenever she accedes to the de- 
mands of her devotees for higher thoughts, newer views, and 
broader themes— more universal topics—she adds a spike to 
her own cross and a new letter to her epitaph. Compare, if 
you will, the church of to-day with the church of a hundred 
years ago. Today she is an infant, compared with the 
strong man of a century past. In a hundred years more she 
‘will hav ceased to control men’s minds to any great extent. 
For the views of men are widening. The absolute power of 
the church of past centuries is weakened. 

Men no longer consult the church when they make a move 
in government. They no longer confer with the church 
when they contemplate a change of state. Questions are 
weighed and decided by the light of reason to & much greater 
extent in this day than a few centuries bask. She now con- 
trols but a part of the civilized world. Her domain is lim- 
ited. Her glory is fading slowly but surely. Her sun poises 
far over in the west, and is rapidly declining. The zenith 
was reached back in the Middle Ages, when priests were 
regarded as demigods and tithes were the chief object of all ` 
worship; when men blindly gave away their intellects, their 
hopes, and their souls into the hands of crafty priests; when 
thought was clouded and ambition fettered by ignorance; 
when men were rather slaves to superstition than thinking, 
reasoning human souls. 

But now she is old. Soon will sink the sun—soon will 
come the time, as in France, when she will sink below the 
horizon of honest thought to rise no more forever, leaving a 
blot upon the pages of history and a tarnish upon all the 
past. It is not the church of the present that we fight, but 
the doctrins of the church of the past, some of which hav 
lived unto the present and still pursue mankind with perti- 
nent mien and purpose unmistakable. Of the church of the 
present, as of the charch of the future, we hav nothing to 
fear. For the church has entered upon a higher plane of 
thought in some respects, and this great expanding is what 
willeventually kill her. Thestruggles of her many prisoners 
behind her bars of creed in their efforts to expand, to grow, 
to come forth upon higher places. to leave the filth of past 
creeds and dogmas, is what has weakened her down so much, 
and exactly that which has brought her to her present state 
of lethargy and impotency, and it is exactly that which will 
in the future cause her destruction. 

See now the palsied hand of the church—how it trembles 
in its efforts to grasp and hold the power it so lately has lost 
—how wan and pale the hand appears as it is raised in 
remonstrance against the advance of fair science and liberty 
of thought—how feeble it seema in its attempts to hold back 
the expanding and strengthened natures of its late minions, 
who daily strive within the clutches of the tyrant which has 
held sway in the minds and hearts of the people for the last 
eighteen hundred years! See now how agitated she becomes 


when she beholds the advancing armies of new thoughts, 
strange truths, broadened intellects, under the banner of sci- 
ence and crowned and arrayed! with the efforts and achieve- 
ments of the grand ininds of all ages, the vindicated truths 
taught and expounded in the past by martyrs, sages, and phi- 
losophers; the success of great projects which agitated the 
hearts and minds of noble souls in the past, with measured 
tread and uncompromising front. No wonder she grows 
pale and haggard with terror, no wonder that she raises ber 
hand with vain remonstrance, for her doom is sealed. Her 
eyes behold the coming destruction upon the banners of the 
advancipg host in words of fire inscribed: Death to all super- 
stitions, obnoxious creeds, and degrading dogmas, and liberty 
of thought and speech to all mankind forever! 
Marion F. Haw. 
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Ghildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


** Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour.” 


'To My Books. 


[Inscribed tn E, Hortensia Harman.) 
What care Lif fair or ugly, 
Perfect looks or incomplete ? 
Sitting here with thee so snugly, 
Life to me is very sweet. 


What care I if fortune miss me, 
Summer friends refuse to greet? - 
To thee I turn from such dependence 

Sure to find a welcoms sweet. 


Though coarse my fare and rude my shelter, 
All outside a waste appears ; 

Who could say with thee for solace, 
“This is but a vale of tears?” 


Constant friends, in shade or sunshine, 
Who will say that life is vain? 
. With thee to dwell as boon companions, 
$ I would liv this life again. 


So what care Lif fair or ugly, 
Scant or plenty so ’tis meet? 
Sitting here with thee so snugly, 
Life to me is very aweet | 
Concord. Ky., Ost, 23.236. Virarnra E. VANCE. 
i mmm 


The King Who Went to Grass; 


OR, ALL'8 WELL THAT ENDS WELL. 
A New Version of an O'd Story. 

A grave and reverend bishop was once 
dining with the distinguished Sydney Smith. 
when, as the conversation lagged somewhat, 
a son of Mr. Smith broke the silence by ask- 
ing the bishop the following question, Whai 
was the condition of Nebuchadnezzar when 
he returned from grass? 

The bishop laughed solemnly, but returned 
no answer. 

The above question caused the writer to in- 
vestigate the history of the above-named king 
of Babylon, the result of which she is about 
to giv to you as a story founded on facts, 

When a child, the touching refrain of, 

Nebuchadnezzar, king of the Jews, 

Sold all bis old clothes, and all of bis shoes ! 
often led the writer to inquire the reason of 
this penurious spirit in a king, and it is only 
of late that she decided it to be on account of 
the streak of latent madness in that once 
proud and powerful monarch. 

Nebuchadnezzar was, when he reigned king 
of Babylon, as great and mighty as his name. 
He was born about 645 ».0., and died in the 
year 571. He was a great general as well as 
a king, and distinguished himself on many 
occasions. The captivs he brought honi 
from the war were made to labor in the con- 
struction of gigantic walls, temples, palaces, 
aqneducts, and many public buildings. The 
bricks used were all stamped with his name. 
and some of them, as well as the remains of 
a portion of the magnificent buildings erected 
by him, are still in existence. 

Everything Nebuchadnezzar did seemed to 
be on a large scale of magnificence, quite un- 
equaled in history. Amyitis, his wi^e, who 
was a nativ of Media, was lonely away from 
her mountain home, and to please her, the 
king built the famous hanging gardens; they 
were four hundred feet high, being lifted by 
successiv terraces till they overtopped the 
city walls, and over all the terraces were 
made pavements of sheet lead, upon which 
earth was laid, and all kinds of flowers, vines. 
shrubs, and trees were rooted there. Water 
was drawn up from the river to moisten the 
plants, and the whole appeared like a moun- 
tain clothed with the loveliest roses and all 
kinds of blooming flowers. But, with all the 
beauty and grandeur by which she was sur 
rounded, Amyitis did not liv long, but pined 
away and died, leaving one son named Evil- 
Merodach, and a daughter, whose name was 
Nitocris. 

These children were brought up in great 
style, especially Nitocris, who was very 
lovely and accomplished. Her father was 
thirteen years besieging the city of Tyre, and 
there he obtained the rare Tyrian purple of 
which Nitocris had made for her the most 
beautiful and elegant robes and mantles. 
This princess was as sweet as a day in June, 
like one of those mornings when the skies 
are bluest, when the birds sing their sweetest 

songs, and the roses wear their brightest 
blushes. 

Nebuchadnezzar loved Nitocris dearly, and 
go did all who had the pleasure of her ac- 
quaintance. She was skilled in the uses of 
the needle. and her father’s kingly robes. as 


well as her own garments, were all embroi- j 
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dered with gold and silver by her own delicate 
fingers. She also played the lute and the 
dulcimer, and sang so sweetly that the birds 
in the trees hushed their sones to listen, and 
when she danced the captiv slaves hung their 
harps on the willows, and watched her grace- 
ful movements with sad pleasure. 

Nebuchadnezzar was one of the greatest 
builders and schemers that ever lived. His 
busy brain was ever activ. He wanted to 
make this life one of beauty and delight, it 
being the only life he knew anything about. 
He enjoyed the good things of this world, 
and taught his children to enjoy them too; 
but, after the loss of his beloved wife, his 
spirits sank, and he was plunged in the deep- 
est grief and sorrow. He was no longer 
byoyant and hopeful, and very soon he began 
to plunge into wild excesses. Revelry be- 
came with him the order, not only of the 
day. but the night also. 


Nitocris became alarmed at the condition of 
her father, and knew not what to do 

Among her suitors was a young man 
called Nabonadins, who had been initiated 
into several mystic orders, and was ac- 
counted something of a magician. To him 
Nitocris went with her grief. That night her 
father had been holding powerful carousals, 
and had made the very walls shake under the 
uproar and confusion. Nitocris remonstrated 
with him upon his conduct, but he flung her 
from him—the child he loved so well—say- 
ing, ` Avaunt! you little goose, you!” and 
then kicked up his heels and scrambled 
under the bed. Nitocris sought counsel of 
her brother, Evil-Merodach, but.he only 
laughed, and said, ** Oh, let the governor go 
ig 

Then she sought the advice of Nabonadius. 
** O my friend!” she cried, wringing her deli- 
cate hands, things hav come to such & pass 
that unless some change comes over my poor 
old father, it will be no longer fitting for me 
to remain here. This is no longer a palace of 
beauty to me, and what shall I, what can I 
do? Can you, kind sir, help me in this di- 
lemma?” 


Nabonadius pondered awhile, and then re- | 


plied: * Your papa, most noble lady, has 
been drinking heavily. Temperance lectures 
or & temperance pledge will be of no avail. 
If you will giv me permission, T will fix his 
royal majesty so there will be no further 
trouble, and eventually his character will be- 
come greatly improved." 

* As you please, most noble sir," replied 
Nitocris; “but deal gently with the erring 
one." 

** Be at ease,” said Nabonadius ; ‘‘ he shall 
be most kindly led into the safe and pleasant 
paths of virtue." 

He went directly to the king's apartment, 
with his magic wand, which was highly 
charged with electricity. Waving the same 
over the i ing's head, he made many mysteri. 
ous passes, all the time. muttering in an un- 
known tongue. Interpreted, it meant, ‘Go 
out to grass, Nebuchadnezzar; and stay seven 
years, Nebuchadnezzar!” 

At the conclusion of the incantation, the 
king kicked up his heels and said, ‘* Boo!” 
He appeared to become transformed into a 
zrass-egting animal, and went out of that 
man's presence on all fours, nor was he seen 
again for seven years. i 

Nabonadius immediately commenced mak- 


ing love to Nitocris, and was married to her | 


very soon after -the disappearance of her 
father; and after the death of her brother, 
Evil-Merodach, she took the reigns of gov- 
ernment in her own hands, and with Nabon- 
adius reigned over the people of that king- 
dom. 

Nebuchadnezzar in the mean time had bcen 
conveyed to a distant country, where he was 
unknown. He was not under the influence 
of liquor, as was supposed, but was laboring 
under & species of mild insanity known as 
lycantropy, where the subject believes him- 
self to be a bcast. Nebuchadnezzar thus sup- 
posed himself to be an ox, but Nabonadius 
was so superstitious that he thought he, with 
his magic wand, had thus transformed him 
into a beast of the field. The poor demented 
king lived out of doors, ate grass like an 
ox, trotted about on all fours, and was wet. 
with the dews of heaven. His hair grew long 
like eagles’ feathers, and his nails like birds’ 
claws. : 

When the seven years were up his reason 
returned, and he began to brace up and think 
about going home. The people assembled in 
great multitudes to welcome him back, and 
to see what condition he was in. 

Nabonadius alone was rather low-spirited, 
on account of the part he had taken in exil- 
ing the king. 
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Nebuchadnezzar wasin such haste to reach 
his home, he started upon & run. He had 
worn hoofs and horns to carry out the ox 
idea, but they soon dropped off. and an old 
tramp. named B. L. Z. Bub, coming along, 
picked them up and put them on. They fit- 
ted him completely, so well, indeed, he could 
never get them off again, and it is reported 
that he is wearing them at the present time. 

Nitocris met her father with great joy, and 
presented to him six little grandchildren that 
had been born in his absence, the band play- 
ing. “ Lo, the Conquering Hero Comes!” 

He embraced them all, and then they sat 
down to & gorgeous dinner of roast duck and 


- boiled mutton. with apple dumpling for des- 


sert. The king had a splendid appetite, and 
did not call for grass, although there were 
boiled dandelions on the table. After dinner, 
calling the- little ones to him, the king said, 
** Come, my little darlings, and let grandpapa 
show you how to play oxen.” 


So down on all fours the children went- 


with the king, and commenced, whackity 
wback, thumpity thump, all butting their 
heads together in true ox fashion, their 
mother and al! the rest of the company shout- 
ing and screaming with laughter at the inno- 
cent sport. It was in this way that tlie exhil- 
arating game of playing oxen first originated. 

Nabonadius hid himself in the stable, fear. 
ing the reproof of his father-in-law. Nebu- 


‘chadnezzar, however, called him in and readily 


forgave him his part in the little drama. 

Nabonadius thereupon rushed out with the 
speed of a cyclone, upsetting several little 
Jews who were in the way, and, reaching the 
greensward, he executed a double sumersault. 
They had a great party to celebrate the re- 
turn of the king, who danced the old-fash- 
ioned ‘‘ fore and aft ” dance, to the great glee 
of the grandchildren, who were permitted to 
sit up till ten o’clock to witness the festiv- 
ities. 

Nebuchadnezzar resumed his reign that 
night, and seizing a bit of chalk, he wrote 
over the principal entrance to the palace 
these memorable words, ‘‘ All's well that 
ends well!” Miriam. 
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Our Puzzle Eox. 
1.—REBUS. 


Good advice. 


2.—OENTRAL AOROSTIO. 

A horse that paces. 
To enslave. 

A flower. 

To command. 

To plighted love. 
A rabbit box. 

To harbor. 
' À kind of candy. 
Àn inn. 3 
Centrals, a flower. : 
XN. Y. C. R. Lyons. 


3.—REBUS. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OAILDRENS CORNER, 


Nov. 6. 1886. 
1.-Water power (ware, top. rope, rat, pew). 
2.-Letter n added to rave. 3.-Caroline, Em- 
eline, Angeline, Nora, Adeline, Cora. 4.- 
Fall River. Worcester. . 5.—Dialectics. 
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Four Addresses delivered t the London 
Orystal Palace School of Art, Science, and 
Literature. E M 

74, The Descent of Man; and selection in relation 
to Sex. By atles Darwin. In § parte 
15 cents each. 
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Robt G. Ingersoll’s 
OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 


in the suit of the 
Bankers’ snd “erchants’ 
graph Company 
‘against the 


Western Union Telegraph Company. 
——_Oo0—_ 

So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that THE TauTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. : i 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON — 
The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli 
cal Works. 

By THOMAS PAINE; 


“The Avthor-Hero of the Revolution.” 
rice, Single Copies, 2 cents. Six copies for 


Thos. Foreman, 


Telec- 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 
Speaking of this work in connection with the’ 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 


Price, 35 cents. | 


For- either. of these works, or an 
writings, ` Address THE TRUT 


BIBLE MYTH 


AND THRIR 


Parallels in Other Religions 


Being a Comparison of the Old and New Terta- 
ment Myths and Miracles, with those of 
heathen nations of Autiquity, Con- 
sidering also their Origin 
aud Meaning. With 
: : numerons illus- 

trations. 

The objectof the work 1s to point out the mytha 
with which the Old and New l'estaments abound i 
to show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and theu trace them to their evident ori-: 
gin and explain their meaning. 

* [p is unquestionable true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere eise so &ccemuible as they are now made 

n the work before us,"—N. Y. Sun, . 

1 vol. 8yo. Cloth. About 600 pages. 


Price, $2.50. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., 
33 Olinton Place, New York. - 


of Paine’s 
SEEKER, 


S 


PRICE, TWENTY-FIVE CENTS. 
—THE— 


TRUTH SEEKER 


ANNUAL 


AND 
Hregihinkgrs Almanac. 
1 eae (x.M. 286). 


WITH THIRTY PORTRAITS OF DISTINGUISHED 
EUROPEAN FREETHINKERS, SOIENTISTS, AND 
PHILOSOPHERS, AND MANY OTHER 
ILLUSTRATIONS. 


CONTENTS: - 


Calendar for 1886: Freethought in the United 
States. 1885; How the Church Fuches from the 
State: Public Contribntions to the Church: The 
Religion of Crime: Chaplains in onr Army aud 
Navy: The Hisher Life, by Courtlandt Palmer; 
My Dream. by Samuel P. Putnam; The American 
Secular Union; Statistics of Our Foreigu-Boru 
Popnlation: The Curate of Churnside. (Selected 
story.) By Jag. Payne; How Voltaire Died, by the 
Editor: She Iron: Virgin; Religious Divisions of 
the Wo-ld; Paine Memorial Hall (iluxtrated) : 
Che Story of 1885: Immigration to the U. S. 
1820-1884; Freethought in Australia; Freethought 
on the Contineut: Subjects of Wustration; Free 
thonght Journals; — Religious Denominations; 
Area aud Value of Farms; Population of Large 
Cities; Liberal Lecturers. 


ILLUSTRATIONS: 


Lick Observatory, Girard College, Philadelphia, 
Freethought Hall, Waco, l'exaa (interior view); 
Freethought Hail, Waco, Texas (exterior view): 
The Tent, Lron Virgin, Paine Hall, Moncure D. 
Conway, Saladin, Annie Besant, Mary Wollstene- 
craft, G. W. Foote, Austin Holyoake, J. s. Mill. 
George Ehot, Geo, Standring, Ernst Haeckel, 
Auguste Comte, Edward Gibbon, Max Muller. 
Thos, Huxley, Voltaire, Chas. Darwin, Rousseau, 
Humboldt, Byron, Shelley, David Hume, Goethe. 
Robert Burns; Richard Carlile, Herbert Spencer, 
Castelar, Bradlaugh. Chas. A. Watts, J. A. Froude, 
John Tyndall. ` 


NEW YORK: 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
33 CLINTON PLACE. 


SELF-CONTRAVUICTPIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, it is now known to be the work of W. 

. Burr. one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30.000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at this office. 


LUPeBVUGRAPHS 


CHARLES DARWIN 


Admirers of the Great Naturalist, and practically 
the father of Evolution, will be glad to know that 
we hav a fine lithorraph of him for sale—size 
183 x24 inches on heavy plate paper. Framed, the 
pieture will make a splendid ornament for the 
parlors of Freethinkers. Price. 25 cents. 

ddress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Pl., New York. 


Nablath-Breaking. 


BY J. E. REMSBURG. 


Author of “False Claims,” “Bible 
Morals,” Ete. 


The best and most thorongh work ever written 


on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 


view. 


Large an? Handsome Print. 


25 cents. 


SINGLE COPIES, T - e 


Sıx Coptss, - * 2 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
BY W. S. BELL. 


“Iam very much pleased with 1t; and I wish the 
seventy thousand ministers of this country were 
obliged to purchase the Pamphlet and read every 
wor a 


of it ". » 
Price 15 cents. For sale at this office. 


Th Bile Analyt, 


John R. Keko, A.M. 


: CONTENTS: 

The Old Testament.—The New Testament.—The 
Creation.—The Deluge.—The Exodus.—The Mira. 
cles cf the Bible. —The Errors of the Bible.—Thc 

rophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Bible.—The 
‘Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 


| the Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 


Savior. : 
Crown octavo, 833 pp. , Splendidly executed. Sent 


by mail, post paid. ices $8.00. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, NOVEMBER 20, 1886. 


s P. Putnam’s Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 


Universology. Price, 20 cts. a 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
‘A prose epic of the war, rieh with incident 
and dramatic power ; breezy from first page to 

$ with the living spirit of to-day.’—Joln 
S»inton's Paper. 
“The 


Golden Throne, a Romance. 
author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is within him. The book isiilled with 
manly thoughts, expressed in manly words— 
the transcript of amauly mind. Every Libera) 

should read Golden Throne.’ "—INGERSOLL. $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In. 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it ir 
shown there is much in harmony betweer 
them. Price, 10 cts. . 


Prometheus A poem. “It is crammed 
.with life, thought, and profound emotion. 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty."—Ds. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents.. 


Why Dont He Lend a Haud, and 


other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cta. 


Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 
version of the Indian Story of tne Gar ien of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the muti'ated 
copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. Price 10 


cents. 
For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEKEKER CO. 
33 Clinton Piace, New York. 


Charles Watts's Works. 


Lhe History of Freethonght Bound 
in cloth and lettered. Price, 31.25. CoNTENTS: 
Section I. Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section ji Whatit 

wes to Mohammedanism. Section IIl. Free- 
thought Martyrs and Confessors. Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict durmg_the Sixteenth. 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Sec- 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 

Che American Secular Unien; its 
Necessity, and the Justice of its Nine Demands.: 
(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll.) 
82 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 

Se: alarism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22pagesin cover. Price, 10 cts. 

Christ an Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society." 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh. Con- 


tents: The Origin of Christianity; The Histori- 
eel Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 


rophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- | 


ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 

Seeularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. ; 

Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are published, at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS EACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible: Freethonght an 
Modern Progress; Christianity, its Nature and 
Intluence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
larism; Science and Bible Antagonistic ; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption, For all of 
the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK. 
ER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


 KERSEY GRAVES’S WORKS. 


Sixteen Saviors or None. By Kerr- 
SEY Guaves, anther of the World's Sixteen 
Cruciticd Saviors; The Bible of Bibles, und 
Biography of Satan. Paper, 75 cents; cloth, $1. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thot savd biblical errors ın science, history, 
mor ils, religion, and general events. Also a 
deli 1e21ion of the characters of the principal 
pertonages Of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
ami ation of their doctrins, Price, $2. 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 35 cents. ; 

The World’s Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing new and sturtling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 
origin of all the doctrines, principles, precepts. 
and miracles of the Christian New ‘Testament 
and furnishing a key for unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 
history of vixteen oriental crucified yuds. $2. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
33 Clinton Placs. New York. 


WHAT’S TO BE DONE? 
A NIHILISTIC ROMANCE. 


By N. G. TOHERNYCHEWSKY. With a portrait 
of the Àuthor. dipvalsted by BENJ. 
UCKER. 


Written in Prison. Suppressed by the Czar. The 
Author Over Twenty Years an Exile in Sibe- 
ria. Russian Edition worth £600 a Copy. 

First American Edition Exhausted 
in Four Days. Second now 
Ready. An Elegant 
Volume of 330 
Pages. 

PRESS COMMENTS: 

To call the book the * Uncle Tom's Cabin” of 
Nihilism is scarcely extravagance.—B50ston Aguer- 
tiser, 

It is perhaps the book which has most power- 
fully influenced the youth of Russia in their 
growth into Nihiism, and it is remarkable and 
noteworthy as a work which has played so impor- 
tanta part in the political and social history of 
the century.— Boston Courter. : 

Asa reve ation of folk hfe it is invaluable; we 
hav no other Russian pictures that compare with 
1t.—Providence Star. A 

The characters are sostrongly and vividly drawn 
that the interest in their fate becomes intense as 
the thread of the narrativ is slowly. unwound.— 
Boston Saturday Evening Gazette. A 

When we come to consider the publication of 
such books as Flauberts * Salammbo ” and Teher- 
nychewsky’s ‘Whats To Be Done?” we cannot 
avoid the conclusion that something must hav 
happened to the society for the suppression of 
indecent literature.—St. Louis Repubiican. 


In cloth, $1; paper, 75 cents. 


ddress THE TRUTH SEEKER,; 
^ 88 Glinton Place, New York. 
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TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY, 
"he World's Sages, Thinkers, and 


Reformers. ‘The Biographies of 
three hundred of the most distinguished 
teachcra and philosophers (who were not 
Christians); from the time of Menu to the 
present. By D. M. BENNETT. 1,075 pages, 
8vo. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4,00; moroc- 
co, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Champions of the Church; Their 


Crimes and Persecutions. Bio- 
graphical sketches of prominent Chris- 
tians. A companion book to ‘* The World's 
Sages,” etc. By D. M. Bennerr. 8vo., 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Gods and Religions of Ancient 


and Modern Times. Vol. I. givs 
a full account of all the gods the nations 
of the earth hav worshiped, including 
Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, Jesus 
Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 835 
pages, 8vo. Vol. II. describes fully all 
the religious systems of the world, inclnd- 
ing Judaism, Mohammedanism, and Chris- 
tienity; the latter occupying 372 pages, 
going fully into its merits. 949 pages. 
By D. M. Bennerr. Written in prison at 
Albany. In cloth, $3.00 per volume, or 
$5.00 for the two volumes; in leather, 
$7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, $8.00. 


Supernatural Religion. An inquiry 
iuto the reality of divine revelation. De- 
cidedly the most thorough and exhaustiv 
work on the claims of supernaturalism 
everwritten. By F. W. Newman, Emeritus 
Professor of the London University. 1,115 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4.00; leat’ er, $5.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including 'fhe Age of Reason; Examina- 
tion of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of 
Llandaff, Letters to Mr. Erskine, Essay 
on Dreams.. Letter to Cumille Jordan, 
The Religion of Deism, Commoa Sense, 
The Crisis, and The Rights of Man; tha 
wholer -eded by the Life of Puine, and 
a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; morocco; 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


Analysis of Religious Belief. An 
examination of the Creeds, Rites, and 
Sacred Writings of the world. By Vis- 
count AMBERLEY, son of the late Lord 
“obn Russell, twice Premier of England. 
Jomplete from the London edition. 745 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
snorocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The foregoing volumes are called “The 
Truth Seeker Library.” Tf all are ordered to 
gether and sent by express, one dollar will be 
deducted from the price of each. 


B. F. UNDERWOOD’S WORKS. 


FOR 8\LE AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE, 


Essays and Lectures. Embracing In. 
fluence of Christianity on Civilization; 
Christianity and Materialism; What Lib. 
erahism offers in Place of Christianity; 
Scientific Materialism; Woman; Spiritual- 
ism from a Materialistic Standpoint; Paine 
the Political and Religious Reformer; Ma- 
terialism nnd Crime; Will the Coming 
Man Worship God? Crimes and Cruelties 
of Christianity; the Authority of the 
Bible; Freethought Judged by its Fruits; 
Our Idens of God. 300 pp., paper, 66 
cents; cloth, $1. 


Influence of Christianity upon Civil- 


ization. 25 cents. 
Christianity and Materialism. 15 
cents. 


What Liberalism Offers in Place of 
Christianity. 10 cents. 


scientific Materialism: its Meaning 
. and Tendency. 10 cents. 


‘Spiritualism from a Materialistic 
Standpoint. 10 cents. 


'aine the Po. cical and Religious 
Reformer. 10 cents. 


‘Voman: Her Past and Present: Her 
Rights and Wrongs. 10 cents. 


Taterialism and Crime. 10 cents, 
Wil the Coming Man Worship God? 


10 cents. 


crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. 
10 cents. 


Scientific and Theo- 


logical. 20 cents. oe 


Burgess-Underwood Debate. A four 
days’ debate between B. F. Unperwoop 
and Prof. O. A. Bunuzss, President of the 
Northwestern Christian University, In- 
dianapolis, Ind.  Accurately reported. 
188pp. Paper, 50 cents. Cloth, 80 cents. 


Underwood-Marples Debate. A four 
nights’ debate between B. F. UNDERWOOD 
and Rev. Joun Marrizs. Fully reported, 
Paper, 35 cents; cloth, 60 cents, 


Twelve Tracts. 


Poetry. 


How Popular Papers are Made. 


If you want to make a paper that the. publie will 
declare 

The very best and brightest that is printed any- 
where. 

Just fill it up with lies and fun and scandal, filth 
and tattle— 

For that’s the kind of stuff that takes, and tickles 
human cattle. $ 


Don't dare to call your soul your own--don't dare 
to hav a view ` 

Tn isn't in accordance with the people's—if you 
ano " 

'"'hecll.eall you “fool” and “crank” because 
*0n hav more brains than they, 

And know more in a minute than they all know in 
a dar. 


If they contend that black is white, chime in and 
say it’s white; É 
And when you. know they're in the wrong, pro- 
claim them in the right; 

And when they all unite to damn and down an 
honest man, . 

R ll up your sleeves, spit on your hands, and help 
them all you ean. 

Suppress your noblest thoughts, nor try to elevate 
the race; i ; 

Lie down and wallow with them in the mire of 
their disgrace ; 

And they in turn will honor you by calling you 
* the colonel,” i 

And take and pay spot money for your weak and 
worthless journal. . 

— Will Hubbard-Kernan. 
—_ —9—-4»— ———— —— 


Thoughts On Prayer. 


There is much in the solemnity of prayer 
which will for a long period hence keep the 
custom in popular exercise. Yet, however 
holy, sincere, and virtuous is its original im- 
pulse, it will, in its extreme unwise and farci- 
cal indulgence, fast degenerate into a nuisance 
or vice. 

It has been observed that the lower in: cul- 
tivation the human intellect, the louder and 
more vociferous are all religious enthusiasts; 
whether they are to be found in the most ab- 
ject fetichism of the African, the howling 


dervishes of the Turks, the ravings of a Tal- | 


mage, or the street evangelism of the Salva- 
tion Army. The impression with all seems 
to be the same. Heaven is to be taken by 
storm. It is also evident, per contra, that the 
higher the conception of the minuteness and 
vastness of creation, the muter are our ap- 
pea's, until they sink into solemn, noiseless 
contemplation. 

This species of auricular praying will for a 
long period hence be recognized and prac- 
ticed—so long, indeed, as the Great Infinit is 
addressed as an immense personal being, a 
being possessed with feelings, that can be 
tickled with flattery, gratified with praise, or 
made furious with vengeance. Indeed, there 
are few of our religious bodies who hav out- 
grown the idea of an immense personality, 
as of one needing hints, advice, and assist- 
ance, and under this impulse it not unfre- 
gently runs into the ridiculous, and often 
with a familiarity and  childishness that 
would be a gross insult if addressed to an 
earthly friend. 

We are reminded of an incident at a 
crowded hotel in Philadelphia, during the 
Centennial celebration. A number of’ visit. 
ors. mostly strangers to each other, were as- 
sembled in the sitting-room, at the termina- 
lion of a crowded day, enter aining each 
other by describing the wonders they had 
just witnessed, and were relating events in 
their different homes. Their different stories 
were interestirg, inasmuch as many were 
philosophical and practical, and many hu- 
morous and well toli, and the bursts of 
laughter that followed readily indicated the 
happy feclings of the company. A mute 
kind of interregnum of a few minutes en. 
sued, caused by the entrance of a clerical- 
looking gentleman. The solemnity of his 
visage was a visible damper upon the com- 
pany, who were being entertained by a gen- 
tleman relating a grotesque occurrence to 
himself. The missionary, after giving a 
solemn glance around upon the company, 
proposed indulgence in prayer. "Well, the 
prayer was made, and its impression may be 
imagined, for, soon after its close; the room 
was found emptied of its once cheerful com- 
pany. The prayer was evidently out of 
place, and uncalled for. . 

We hav another sample. At a recent 
prayer-meeting in Brooklyn, in this section, 
prayers were fervently thrown up for the pro- 
tection of the Christian brotherhood against 
the ''increasing diabolism of Spiritualism, 
that modern Infidelity.” Each pause of the 
good pastor to wipe his face with his silk 
bandanna, and to inhale a fresh supply of oxy- 
gen, was improved by some enthusiast by the 

LI 


.| covered from the bite of a rattlesnake. 


interjection, coaxingly, as it were, sotto voce 
** Do, Lord, do! Do!” i 
' Now, nothing but pity for pueril sim- 
plicity (but evident sincerity) could suppress 
-disgust at such silly familiarity. l 

Here is another instance of intimacy with 


,the Great Infinit. ; : 


In a remote section of this Union, @ farmer 
had several sons, one of.whom had just re- 
He 
had, through fear of death and hell’s awful 
certainty, become a "'shining light," and 
been converted to Methodism. A class-meet- 
ing was to be held at the old farmhouse. 
The minister, good man, soon worked himself 
into a pious fervor, and also into a state of 
godly thankfulness for the past. The burden 
of his prayer was as follows: 

** O God, we thank thee for sending us rat- 
tlesnakes! We appreciate their benefit in 
biting our thoughtless brother Philo, and 
thus offering him the means of grace and sal- 
vation. O heavenly father, continue the good 
work! Send a rattlesnake to bite Joe, to 
cure him of his ungodly, blood-curdling 


blasphemy. And, O God, send one of the 


biggest and loudest kind of rattlesnakes to 
bite the old man, for nothing but rattlesnakes, 
we fear, will.save him from hell’s everlasting 
flames. Amen!” D. Bnvox. 


|. Brooklyn, E. D. 


BLASPHEMY 
—AND— 


THE BIBLE. 


BY ©. B. REYNOLDS. 
Showing that the Bible and the believers in it 


‘are the real blasphemers, and not the Secu- 


larists. ' . : E 
This is the pamphlet for the distribution of 


which Mr. Reynolds is now indicted, and to be 


TRIED FOR BLASPHEMY 


next January. 


PRICE, 10 CENTS, : 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 


85 Cents Each. - 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. ` 


The Mirror of Freethought 


BY ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
FREETHOUGHT AND RADICAL ADVOCATE 
(of England). 


SECOND EDITION. 


Charles Watis's Literary Guide says: * We are 
glad to record the appearance of a second edition 
of this admirable book. The various rapers—ten 
in all—are some of the author's best work.” 

The Middleboro News says: ‘These essays are 
brimming with careful thought and judicious re- 
search, 

The Yorkshire Chronicle says : “ These essays are 
not unworthy the attention of the scientific 
student trough written for the uninitiated.” 


PnioE, 50 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Pame Vindicated! 


—— 

A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Observer's slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Reyolution. Containing 
both the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


—0-— 


The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. 


TOGETHER WITH 
A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine'g 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


"8pp. Price 15 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
THE TRITH SEEKER ANNUAL 


Price, 25 cents. 


.TH » tise OF 


(UTELLECROAL LIBERTY 


From Thales te Copernicus. 


By FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND; Author of “The 
Reign of the Stoics.” 


“This is a book not only to be read once, but te 
be kept and referred to, and pondered over fron. 
year to year. It is a guide-book of Liberalism 
through the past centuries prior to 1600, the era o: 
Copernicus and Bruno,__[t does not take the place 
of other histories like Gibbon; Hallam, or Lecky, 
but it makes them intelligible by pointing out the 
white light that has been-cast upon the lurid 
elouds of ignorance; superstition, and cruelty; 
trom the little stream o 
flowed in its ragged, broken, and obstructed course 
down through t e ages which now liv only as our 
realm of Memory and Admonition." ; 

PRICE, $3.50. 


. Octavo; 458 pp. 


WORKS OF 0. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 


Christianity a Reward for Crime. 
Authenticated by the Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 29 pages, ~- - -. 10c. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 
Paper; 12mo, 47 pages, - - - 


Origin of. the Christian Bible. 
Paper, 18mo, 95 pages, 250. 
A Masonic Vindication of Right. 


A Protest Against Persecution. 


15c. 


Paper, 12mo, 36 pages, - - - =- IÐ 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
83 Olinton Pl., New York 


REPLY 
TO REY. L. A. LAMBERTS 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.” 
By B. W. Lacy 


A thorough exposure of the Oatholic priest's 
sophistry, unfairness, and histor- 
ical misstatement. ‘ 
Pric. , Cloth. 21; Paper, 50 Cents. 


THE ORDER OF CREATION, 


Discussion Between : ! 
Gladstone, Huxley, Muller, 
Linton, Reville. 


On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
CONTENTS: 
I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. ByHon. 
. E. Gladstone. ' 
II. The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 
preters of Nature. By Prof. T. H. Huxley. 
IH. Postscript- to Solar. Myths. By Prof.. Max 
uller. 
IV. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial. 
y Hon, W. E. Gladstone. 
V. Dawn of Creation. Án Answer to Mr. Glad- 
stone. By Albert Reville, D.D. 
VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. By Prof. T. H. 


Huxley. 
VIL A Protest anda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 
n. 


This is a new book and contains the latest discus- 
sion on the mistakes of Moses. The names of the 
participants are a guarantee of its able character. 


` Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


33 Clinton Pl., New Work 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


False Claims: Revised and Enlarged. 


Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen. Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
Church and the Republic. 


Bible Morats. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture: Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating: Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars of 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 

nkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy: Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 
and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath: The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; ‘Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
ab bath during the Middle Ages: The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 

cholars, and Di¥ines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Prica, 25 cents: aix copies. $1.00. I 
Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Iaberty. Tells the sto: 
of the Author-Hero’s life,-delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. Choice extracts from “Common Sense,” 


% American Crisis,” “Rightsof Man,” and “Age. 


of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pagés, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing & handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents: 
cloth, 75 cents. 
Image Breaker. 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts, 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO, 
88 Clinton Place, New York 


Freethought that has |. 


Astronomy and Worshi 


Six Lectures: De- 


THE TRUTH. SEEKER, NOVEMBER 20, 1886, 


. FEEETHOUGHT WORKS. 
For Sale at Tux TaurH SEEKER Office, 


A Few Days in Athens. By Franoxs 
Waicnt. Embellished with the portrait 
of Epicurus, the Greek philosopher, and 
the author. Price, 75 cents. 


A Legacy to the Friends of Free - 
Discussion. By Bensamm Orren, 
formerly Lecturer of the Society of — 
Moral Philanthropists, at.Fammany Hall, 
New York. Price, $1. 


Modern Symposium. Subjects: 
The Soul and a Future Life. By Freder- 
ick Harrison, R. H. Hutton, Prof. Huxley, 
Lord Blackford, Hon. Roden Noel, Lort 
Selborne, Canon Barry, Rev. Baldwin 
Brown, Dr. W. G. Ward. : The Ínfluence 
' upon Morality of à Decline.in Religious 
Belief. By Six James Stephen, Lord Sel- 
borne, Frederick Harrison, The Dean of 
St. Paul's, The Duke of. Argyle, Prof. 
Clifford, Dr. W. G. Ward, Prof. Huxley, 
R. H. Hutton,  Utteranecs never sur- 
assed by writers and all important sub- 


jects. Noted for their terse originality. 
Price, $1.25. 
An Eye-Opener. “ Citateur. Par Pig- 


ault,” Le Brun, Doubts of Infidels. By 
Zera. Oloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents. 


Antiquity and Duration of the 
orld? By G. Tourwaw. 90 cents. 


Apocryphal New Testament.. Being 
all the gospels, epistles, and other pieces 
now extant attributed in the first four 
centuries io Jesus Christ, his apostles. 
and their companions, and not included 
inthe New Testament by its compilers. 
Price, $1.25. : 


Apples of Gold. A story book for 
oys and giris.. By Miss Susan E. Wrxon. 
Price, $1.25. ` $ uoc 


A Short History of the Bible. Be- 
ing a Popular Account of the Formation 
and Development of the Canon. By 
Bronson C. Éegnem. This is a splendid 
work, showing how the Bible was manu- 
factured by the church and ecclesiastics. . 
Limp cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents. 


of the 
Ancients. By Grizerr Vare. 20 cts. 


Astro-Theological Lectures. Rev. 
Rost. TAYLOR. Price, cloth, $2. 


Autobiography of Robert Cooper. . 


Price, 15 cents. 


Bhagavad-Gita; or, A Discourse on 
Divine Matters between Krishna and 
Arjuna. By J. Cooxsonn THOMPSON. 
Price, $1.75. : i f 


Bible in India. Hindoo Origin of 
Hebrew and Christian Revelation. Trans- 
lated from “Le Bible dans Inde." By 
Louis Jacorzaor., Price, $2. 


Bible in the Balance. A text-book 
for investigators. By Rev. J. G. Fisa. 


Price, $1.50. 
Bible Inquirer; or, Key to Bible Jn- 


vestigation. Containing one hundred 
and forty-eight propositions; with refer- 
ences to the most plain and striking self- 
contradictions of the so-called Inspired 
Scriptures. Also one hundred and fifty- 
two references to the most marvelous oc- 
currences. Each quotation bas a short 
description of its contents. By A. Jacop- 
80N. rice, 15 cents. s 


Bible Myths, and their Parallels in 


Other Religions: Being 2 com- 
parison of the Old and New Testament 
Myths and Miracles with those of Heath- 
en Nütions of Antiquity, considering also 
their Origin and Meaning. With numer- 
ous illustrations. 1 vol. Royal 8vo. 
567 pages. Cloth, $4.00. e 
The object.of this work is to point out the myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound; to 
show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then to trace them to their evident 
origin and explain their meamng. It contains quotations 
from Nearly all the sacred books of heathen nations, 
and from other rare and valuable works which are 
not accessible to people in general. _The chapters 
are so arranged that it is a perfect cyclopedta of ref. 
erence. Years of research would be necessary to 
discover all the information itcontains. It is a moat 
searching investigation into the origin of Christian- 
ity. Every fact is verifled by copious notes an:l 
authorities, so that it may be trusted as a& thor. 
oughly reliable work. Jé contains information which 
will be startling to many. 


Bible of Humanity. By Jurxs Micx- 
Ever. 'lransluted from the French by V. 
Carra. Svo. cloth, $3. This is a largu 
epic in prose. The artist historian sing. 
tne evolution of mankind. He throw: 
brilliant glimpses of light on the lung 
course of events and works which he uu- 
folds. 


Bible of Rational Mind and Reliz- 
ion. Rational n and Morals. 
By Tuomas J. Vapren, M.D., of St. Louis, 
Mo. Price, $3. ` 


Bible of To-Day. By Joan W. Cuav- 


wick. This is à condensed result of the 
scientific criticisms of the separate books 
of the Bible. Price, $1.50. - 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 
xposition of the Devil and his Fiery Lo 
mains. By Kurser Gmavgs 35 cents 


[BERAL LEAGUE, 257 
industrial Hall, Broad and 
AY :30 P.M. for’ lectures and 
rious and social questions. 
Phe audience. N.B.—Truth 
ays on hand at cheaprates. 


SHAKSPERE. | 


fakspere-could not: write. 
Wy Francis Bacon to the Earl 
A. D.» 1590.: By Wa, HENRY 
í For sale at this office. 


ML SALE! 
Bn accumulation of ‘debts, I 
f notice all my elegant stock 
ESALE COST. | 

&mond éar-drops $200; worth 
po. worth $209; another pair, 
| elegant brooch, arabesque 
B0, worth $225; another, line 
18, $220; worth $325; another, 
$200: same, $80, worth $1.95 
reductions. Smaller dia- 
below lowest market price. 
„ embossed - case watch set 
35, worth $200; lady’s watch 
i $125 ;.$100 ‘watches; $703 $80 
hes, $50; solid. gold chains, 
Ind jewelry, 25, per cent dis- 
P., subject to inspection, or 
Fatisfactory. : 


ND SAVE MONEY. 
jp ETTSTEIN, Rochelle, IN. 


Ingersolls i 


` e The Grant Banquet p se 
Clark," “The Past Rises | 
Dream,” and “ A Tribute.to 


. Some Mistakes of Mose 
cloth, $1.95, ! 


Interviews on Talmag: 
plain cloth, $1.25. MEE 


What Must We Do to } 


Per, 25 cents, ; 
The Christian Religi: 
Ingersoll, Judge Jeremia. 

George F. Fisher, Paper, 5 


Orthodoxy. 56 pages 
.  10cents, .$1.00 per doz. pos: 
large, clear type, and cont 
gor ud be delivered i two, 
his. es a grand mis 
` Liberals should scatter it gc 
Ingersoll Catechised: ; 
& Number ital Questi 
'the editor of the pp 
cents per dozen: 95 copies 
, Millions of these should. be; 
Vindication of Thom: 
the attacks of the New Yor: 
| ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 10 y 
| Address on the Civil 
Large size octavo, paper, 1M 
Ingersoll’s Lectures © - 
Bound in one volume, To 
or Mr, Ingersoll's works, tb 
. all his lectures, except the 
doxy,” bound in one beaut ` 
calf, library style, and co. i ; l i ; . 
Pages, which is sold at t) Eann : : l : 
oy Brice of $5. Sent by mail p 
Cributes. There hav 


applications for Mr. Inge 


T] 
t 


[FELLOWS 


is aregular educate 
ed and legally quali- 
fied physician, and 
the most successful. 
as his practice will 
rove. He has for 
wenty years treated 
exclusivly all diseases 
of the Sexual @rgans, 
in the cures of which 
he stands preeminent 
SPERMATORRHŒA 
ahd IMPOTE NG 


turer years, causing 


ble for framing, and the fo i night emissions by 


to any address, for 50ctg, or- i——— —4 dreams, loss of sexe 
power, renderin 


ind unhappy; etc., are cure 

utside. ape cation in sixty 
1 MEDICIN USED. Itis one 
ble discoveries, which ia en- 
e medical profession. It is 


‘new book isa gem. Itis 5 
spect, In fact, one of th: 
best ever issued. It conta 
ebrated “ Decoration Day 


heretofore prigtod vio FopRimocy but simply a medi- 
FE 5i eee E o (nally on the par s affected, 
rerettoage! she author i abi AA nioma: s 


l Yor and. will TUM i. P. Fellows, Vineland, N. J. 
r Address THE, TRUTH SE 


-& rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this j Ww this advertisment. 
k ji j EKER CO. =- 
urpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph 88 Clinton Place, Now Yo rk. 


PALE Dy n ree 


. B.—Dx. Fellows begs leave to say that he ig 


ac simile, has been prep&red especially for it. : Ph othe —— Suo N. 
Price, in silk cloth, b d t b e S: Eta = ; LS an Infidel of the most pronounced character. Bro. 
and. side, $2.50; A half calf, mottled LU. apk i ASruDyY . 1 ` Price, $1.00. For sale at this ofice. Liberals, your patronage 18 solicited. 


HN sc S AD 
co, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in ree 
|o» calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


he Busts of Voltaire, Paine, aud 
Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 
life, prices 1.50 each. Every admirer of these 
apostles o: ligious Liberty should hav them. 
Photogra hs of Colonel Ingersoll. 

: perb photographs, 22x28, $5; 1 
$3; boudoir, 8 Sabinet 40 ee oa mae 

' Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELAS. | — 
The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 
of 


[PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY 
BY LEWIS C. JANES. 


This book treats of the natural evolution of the 
Christian religion, its historical antecedents in 
Palestinian Judaism and Roman Paganism ; in- 
yestigates the history of the founder of Christian- 
ity in the light of the latest scientific criticism of 
the New Testament; shows that the true story of 
the Man Jesus, and his genuin teachings are 
separable from the later legendary accretions 
which hav confounded him with the mythical 
Christ, and traces the natural development of 
Christian dogma and ecclesiastical institutions, 
Complete references and full index.  820pp. 8vo, 
cloth, gilt top. Price $1.50. 

Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER Office. 


A SKETCH OF THE LIFE 


APOLONIUS OF TYANA, 


OR THE 
First Ten Decades of Our Era. 


written Radical romance. By Wm. McDonne 
author of Exeter Hall, family Creeds, Day 
Rest, etc. 500 pages, Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents ; cloth, $1.25. I 
Family Creeds. By William McDon- 
' nell, author of “Exeter Hall.” Price, cloth. 
$1.25; paper, 75 cents, . 
Exeter Hall. “One of the most excit- 
ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents, ; 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Badical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
. George Eliot's works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404 pages. $1.25. ` 


The Onteast. A deep, finely. written 
Radical story. From the London edition, By 
ees Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 

cents. 


All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
Miss Susan H. Wixon, ‘‘ The great charm ot 
this novel is its absolute fidelity tonature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity.I was soarcely prepared to ex- 

ect to find, in such a marked degree, even 
rom so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to. 
most readers in the Freethoughtranks.” Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 
From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


Oloth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 


By Gro. M. DAVENPORT. . This is a little book— 
& pamphlet of 32 well-filled pages, costing only 
“a quarter," but as full of meat as an egg. Itis 
well called “practical,” for we find nothin un- 
practical init. Hens, ducks, este, and turkeys 
are particularly discussed and their economical 
breeding and keeping treatedof. There are many 
practical hints. about keeping poultry on a large 
scale, and, all in all, it is a very useful addition to 
the poultry literature of the day. 

TRUTH SEEKER Office, 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


Protection or Free Trade 


An Examination of the Tariff Question with 
. Especial Regard to the Interests of Labor. 
BY HENRY CEORCE 

In this book the author designs to show that 
beneficial results would follow the abolition 
` of all tariffs on importations. 
Octavo, 860pp.; price, $1.50. 


(Just Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. 
A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 


colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
for putting them together. ` 
While the supplement affords both old and 
young the gregtest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. Itis,in fact,a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, so exact that it is useful to 
builders. . ) 
55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000) : 
2 New Designs for Barns. 
1 New Design for a Chapel. r 
Drawings and description of & model Kitchen 
(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 
An Article on Villa Park Associations, 
BENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE, $1. 


Address 


BY 
DANIEL M. TREDWELL. 

Designed to show upon the authority of Histo 
that Apollonius of Tyana performed miracles an 
spoke wise sayings equal to those attributed to 

esus Christ. 350pp., octavo, best style. Price $2.50. 

` Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER office. 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


, - 0B, 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 


a tbc uitis P THE CO-OPERATIVE BUIL^ING PLAN AS30'N 
BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SUCIAL COUR e T popuii dida rier nto : 191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. — 
SUBJECTS: ] . e Story Hour. For en an pu DA TUUM 

E Price, - - . =. cents, | .Wixon, Without Super- 
PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM-| ^ gares THR TRUTH SEEKER CO. Xon. By Susgn E Wison, J eeehe | Å SHORE LESSON IN HISTORY. 


Children’s Story-Book everissued. 66 full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heavy. 
toned papér, broad margins, uminate 
covers ; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1.25. 


MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote, In one hand- 
some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in English or German 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other Las 


SACRED MYSTERIES 


AMONG THE 

SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the iud (ne Quich T wo Little Hed Mittens. A Story of : 
Bo Y Doctor, and Sponsie, the ‘Troublesome Monkey. Mayas a tne Q es. 11,500 the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler always opposed it. ts; a 50 t8; 
y Dr. E. B, Foote. Five volumes, at$1 each, or $5 Years Ago. Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. Price, six copies, 80 cents; one dozen, 50 cents ; 


twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish that the frends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


THF MODERN BALAAM. 


Showing the Balaam of modern times to be th« 
priests. ltisasplendid pictorial argument. Price 
per dozen, 80 cents; per hundred. $1.50, 


. — GHRISTIANITY 


A REWARD FOR CRIME. 
Substantiated by the Bible, 


BY 
O. B. WHITFORD, M. D. 
Price 10 Cents, | Pcr Dozen, $1.00, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place. New York. 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers! Convention, January 29, 1884. Price, 

0 cenis. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 
e Young Folks. By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
econd edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 

lent work for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 

i: §econd has been issued ata reduced price of 

zi $1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 

" hotogra h of the author which adds very 

Huch e value of the volume. 


Tie Youth’s Liberal Guide. By 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M. Price; $1.00., This 
volume aims atthe education of youth in the 

rinciples of Freethought, at the same time 

That it inculcates moral duties and human 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason and 
common sense, ddress THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 
vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions 
with numerous references and citations, tha 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
m omer propositions in the same book. Price 

cen 


) . perset; or five volumes in one for $2. 


SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
260 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth 
volume of “Science in Story.”) 50 cents. ; 


HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes. ‘A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages. 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (ime Pam- 
phlets). By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “ Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, advocating personal and public hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; “Health in the Sun- 
beam,” considering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to mok and well By mail, 10 cents each. 

HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). “The Law 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages, cloth 
bound, $3; “ Heredity,” by. Loring | oody, 159 

ages, cloth, 75 cents; ‘The Law of Heredity,” by 
F H. Marsh, 10 cents; ‘The Alphabet of the 
HumanTemperaments," with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; Generation before Regen- 
eration,” by Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; “ Re. 
ports of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
1882," 10 cents; “Third Annual Convention of the 
Institute of Heredity,May 29, 1883,” 10 cents, 

Address THE TR BEEKE: 


ORIGIN OF THE BIBLICAL MYTH 
By AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON. 
Illustrated. . - - - Price, $2.50. 

For Sale at this office. ; 


CAPT» IN : OF INDUSTRY: 
on, 


Men or Bor yngs3:Wuo Dip SowETHING BESIDES 
MAKING MONEY. : 


A BCOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 
BY JAMES PARTON. 


This book contains 400 pages, plainly printed, 
treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 
helped the world; together with eight portraits. 
Mr. Parton's works need no commendation. They 
are etandard. 


Prie, - = = - - $1.25. 


Address © THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
is $8 Olinton Place, New York. 


of it. 


FreD TO the ta am 
is dead. —- à 


FROM a foot to eightee: 
in some partsof New’ 
somewhat interfering We 
There was no snow in thi 


`M. BARTHOLDI, "the. 
sculptor,- returned: toj: 


France on the 12th. 


Tue strike of the p 
“packers of Chicag 
ordered off by Mr. Po 
dedy.. .. 

Tus Methodists failed... 
to raise their million fori: 
missions this year, buti: 
they came within 9" 00: 

The New York, ru 
collector has. recéived 
within the six weeks end- 
ing Nov. 14th the sum:of 
$19,878, 737.86. MEE 


THE supporters of; Hen: : 
ry George will probab 
orgauize as a politi 
party under the name:oft 
the Progressiy Demoó-; 
tacy.. : | 


i i 

THERE was a slight: 
labor riot in Stamford, | 
Conn., last Saturday, ! 
created by some Italian]. 
laborers who had not! 
been paid lor four weeks. : 


Tax Pro-Cathedral of | i 
Bt. Peter's, at Allegheny ; 
City, Pa., was destroyed : 
. by fire on the 13th; loss, ! | 


$130.000. There was: - 
$40.000 insurance on the- i 
building. 2 ES 


THE Chicago Avenue church, better. ingen! 
as “t Moody's church,” in Chicago, was dam- 


aged $15.000 by fire on. the 12th. ome D 


Suir has been brought against Mayor Grace. 
of New York to recover $150.000 which it: ii 
alleged he obtained through Ferdinand Ward 
of the firm of Grant & Ward.. Grace was re! 
ceiver of the firm. -i 

A DELEGATION of New York school teachers 
waited upon Mayor Grace last Saturday, and. 
urged him to appoint a woman school com- 
missioner. The mayor promised to seriously 
consider the matter. Md : 

A witnzss named Neal at Sioux City, Iowa, 
says that a saloon keeper attempted to hire 


him to kill the Methodist minister, Haddock, : 


who was assassinated in July last during the 
prohibition excitement. 


Axout 10.000 people visited the county jail 
at San Francisco on Friday night, the 12th, 
with the intention of lynching one Alexander 
Goldenson, who had brutally murdered a 
14 year-old girl. A strong guard of police 

wheld the crowd at bay until the excitement 
subsided. 

H. M. Corz, of Detroit, was a soldier in the 
late war. He contracted a chronic disease, 
and has been receiving a pension until re- 
cently, when he voluntarily relinquished this 
pension. He is a faith-cure believer, and ex- 
plains his action on the ground that the Lord 
wil provide for him. His sanity is ques- 
tioned: 

A NUMBER of English- PERERA held a 
meeting in this city last Saturday night to 
make arrangements for celebrating the semi... 
centennial anniversary of Queen Victoria's 
accession to the British tbrone. ^ Besides 
holding the celebration, it was proposed to 
erect on the highest point of land about New 
York Harbor a colossal statue of the queen 
one hundred feet higher than Bartholdi’s 
Liberty. Erastus Wiman, the millionaire 
railroad man, is at the head of the movement. 


THE Supreme Court of New Brunswick 
having prohibited -the Methodist conference 
from further investigating the charges of be- 
trayal and adultery preferred against Rev. D. 
D. Currie, the conference has unanimously 
. voted to appeal to the Supreme Conrt of Can- 
ada, in order that the church courts may ex- 
ercise godly disciplin over their members. 
Religious and legal circles are greatly exer- 
cised over this case, as it is the first time in 
Canadian church annals that the civil power 
has interfered with the church for disciplin- 
jng its members for immorality. - 


wads 


| Quis and Ends. 


Ark m itis the "bid hist Ëe 
:An-Arkanséis’ mant made Aipulleti of: 


plug “tobacco and shot it ‘through'the "body^of a 


wildcat. The animal died. Here we'hav another 
forcible illustration of the fatal effects of tobacco 
or the system, : 


SoENE—Pòlk Street Kindergarten. Teacher : : 
“Now, children, silence and attention. Who made 
the world?" Eddie Jonés (with uplifted: haud): 
“ The Creator." Front row of pupils,. with: chest- 


| nut bells; “ Ting-acling-s: ling.” : 


"On, yes,” said ihe dealer; “I buy’ punchéà 
coins, but at a discount, of course. Do you come 
from some church?” * No, sir, .Do yon do much 
; business with churches?" “ Yes, that is my most 
valuable connection, 12rticularly the. Fresbytes 
rians, ul 

A MINISTER was sent South from New Jersey a 
few years ago to labor among the colored people, 
They received him with many demonstrations of 
joy, and at the first meeting which he held one 
colored preacher prayed. for. him with great 
earnestness thus: “O Lord! Bless dis yer dear 
brudder what's come down from the Norf to 
.preach de gospil to us. ^ 'Noint him with the 
kerosene ile of salvashin, and set him on fire." . 


young man with bangs isn't always as idi- 
otic as helooks."- The son of. a-worthy Chi 
had just returned from college. The fat 
brusque, matter:of-fact man, who had’in6 liking 
for anything dudish, and. he noticed with sorrow 
that his son returned with bangs and various 
other insignia of dudedom, The old gentleman 
surveyed him critically when he appeared in his 
office, and then blurted out; * Young man, you 
look likea fool!” Justatthatmoment,and, before 
the young man had time to make a fitting reply, a 
friend waiked in. “ Why, hello, George, hav you 
returned?" he asked. ‘Dear me, how much you 
"resemble your father!” “So he has' just been tell- 
ing me,” replied the youth, 


' * ALI, GONA HELLA 'GEDDER,” 
It is a stately Italian who stalks majestically 
down Washington street with a two-decked board 
on bis head, supported also upon his shoulders, 


which is covered with plaster of. paris images of | 


distinguished persons and of holy saints, To him 
comes a newsboy with papers under his arm and 
face expressiv of mischief, who deftly extends his 
foot before the Italian’s toe, The latter ‘trips, 
staggers, and falis full length, his precious board 
full of statuets crashing in a thousand pieces 
upon the sidewalk. Meanwhile the newsboy has 
disappeared up an alley. ` 

It is a cruel.loss to the image vender. His 
entire stock in trade is gone in an instant. He 
obeys the impulsiv instinct of his race, and, sitting 
down on the curbstone, givs way to a torrent of 
abuse and lamentations. 

There arrives upon the scene a tender-hearted 
gentleman, buttoned up in a snug overcoat and 
wearing a glistening beaver. He takes in the 
situation. | 

** Did youlose them all 2” asks the tender-hearted 
gentleman, 


mash,” sobs the Italian. “Me 


|. * What did yo ravon your, board TOC 


s What I hav Oh; iu hav one Grova Cleveland: 


Haribaldi, tree: ‘Pio Nono’ |: 
Tgi . 


ficient to establish a a miracle, 
be of such a kind that its 
more miraculous than the 
fact which it endeavors to 
establish, 


Ir ig nót ‘enough for us, 
Amer icansyto felicitate our- 
selve upou this: resintleng 


ial. And it is.not pares 

for us that-America shall prosper. We want, or 
‘shonld want, to be plus, ‘and not minus quantities 
in the «um -of nativhal Pell being: -Caquups 
‘Rise of. Han: : 
“Tar ipiurality of. worlda—the indefinit immensity 
‘of -the -universe—is.a most awful ‘subject of con- 


Ro templation. - He. who rightly feels its mystery and 


Brut Snort, editor of the Crosby County Clarion, 
was 1n: Austin, Tex: not long since, and was axked 
how about the state:of morality in Crosby county 
since the local option ‘law, forbidding the sale of 
intoxicating liquors, bad gone ntoeffect. “Why. 
there.ain’t a prisoner in the county jad. It is as 
empty as the head of the:fellow who is trying to 
run. án opposition paper to mine in Crosby 
county. " "STs thé Vacant condition of the jii 
owing to.the loval.optiomlaw?”. **'Thavs just it. 
The sheriff had to go over into an adjoiuiug 
county to get “drunk, ' and-while he was. gone all 
the ‘prisoners—about twenty-seven in all—made 
(heir escape.: -Ohb; I tell you local option-is doing 
wonders for Crosby county." .— 


A LITTLE girland her. mamma occupied seats in 
the parlor car of a Northwestern train. Ou board 
was a reverend gentieman—a very fat; -Jeek man 
—attired in a black coat, buttoned ‘stiffly 1n front, 
and a white chuker. Of coürse-he had to strike 
up.a conversation with the mamma—an interest- 
ing sort of a. woman,. by the way—by means of the 
little girl, Of missy he inquired if she attended 
Sunday-school and what lessons she remembered, 
aud.só' on, In this Way he learned that she had 
some curiosity concerning the ascension of the 
old patriarch in a chariot of clouds; “And now, 
my little girl,” he. inquired, “why couldn't I be 
taken bodily to héaven i in-a clond as Elijah was?" 
s B- because, the little one. rejoined, with her big 
eyes looking over the routid and well-fed form of! 
her questioner, o UAM. you. are not built that 
way.” C wh ae 

LOVE IN A CHOIR. 
" There was a. young maid in a choir 
Who sweetly would Sing of hell phoir ; 
Of its terrors so dhoir 
To the wicked-souled lhoir, 
` And'sinners who plunge in the mhior. . 


This sweet little maid of the choir,’ 
The gallatits did greatly admhoir ; 
To her hand did asphoir, 
. . Wore the finest. atthoir, 
And swore to steer clear of hell phoir. 


‘Alas this sweet lass of the choir. 
Sniiled sweetly on one in the mhoir 
Of unrighteousness dhoir, 
.And she wedded a thoir,... . 
Regardless. of hell and its phoir. 


This shows that sweet love in a choir 
Cares nothing at all for hell phair, 
And the consequence Ghoir 
Of a fall in the mhoir,, DES 
But mates with the love of a lhoir t 
Br SLOKUM, 


Bible Inquirer. - A Key to Bible In. 


vestigation. Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
- refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions; 
with numerous references and citations, that 
are coütradioted i in terms by the same number 
of other propositions- in the same book. 


' 35 conte, 


graudeur i8 in no danger of seduction from the 
falsehoods of religious systems, or of deifying the 
principle of tne universe. It is impossible .to be- 
lieve that the spirit that pervades this infinit 
machine begat a son upon the body of a Jewish 
woman, or is angered at the consequences of that 
uecessity which is a synonym of itself; All that 
miserable tale of, the devil, and Eve, and au inter- 
cessor, with the childish mummeries of the God of 
the Jews, 18 nreconcilable with the knowledge of 
the stars. The works of his fingers-hav borne 
witness against him.— Shelley's Notes to Queen Mab. 


FuLL well I know the dead are dead; 
" Yet sometimes at a look or tone, 
With short relenting, wil] the past 
One moment giv us back our own. 
Oh, happy pain! Too quickly done— 
As Lad ad ended as begun. . 
—Susannah Archibald. 


THE desk of necessity teachés us that in no 
case could any event hav bappened otherwise than 
it did happen, aud that, if God is the author of 
good, he is also the author of evil; that, 1f he is 
entitled to our gratitude for tlie one, he is entitled 
to our hatred (or our pity?) for the other; that, 
admittiug the existence of this hypothetic being. 
he is also subjected to the dominion of an immut- 
able necessity. It is plain that the same arguments 
which prove that God is. the author of good, light» 
and hfe, prove him also to be the author of poison, 
darkness, and death. The wide-wasting earth- 
quake, the storm, the battle, and the tyranny, are 
attribntab e to this hypothetic being 1n the same 
degree as the fairest forms of nature, sunshine, 
liberty, and peace.—Shelley’s Notes to Queen Mab. 


I onor asked an ingenious English painter how 


he could bring himself to leave Home after living — 


so Many years there. ‘It was, indeed, very pain- 
ful,” he replied, “to tear myself away from 8o 
much exquisit beauty; but as my children grew 
up, it became absolutely necessary, for I found it 
utterly impossible to giv them a notion of truth at 
Rome.” The terrible curse which 1s represented in 
the words of the ancient satirist, “ Quid Rume fa- 
cram? Merttort nescto (What can I do at Rome? 
I cannot tell a lie,” seems still to cleave to the 
fateful city.”—Hare’s Guesses at Truth, 


- DEEPER, deeper, let us toil 
In the mines of knowledge; , 
Natnre’s wealth and learning’s spoil 
Win from school and college; 
Delve we there for richer gems 
Than the stars of diadems. 
—James Montgomery. 


As young men, when they knit and sbape per- 
fectly, do seldom grow to a farther stature, $0 
knowledge, while it is in aphorisms and observa- 
tions, it is in growth; but when it once is compre- 
hended in exact methods, it. may perchance be 


further pohshed and illustrated and accommo- 


dated for use and practice, but it increaseth no 


oo j more in bulk and substance.—Bacows Advances. 


ment of Learning. 
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THE MOCKERY OF THANKSGIVING DAY. 


Hotes and Clippings. 


Tur French government has ordered the 
pope to recall his deputies to China or forfeit 
his amicable relations with France. The 
pope promises to obey. 


On the 21st, at Fairview, Ky., there was 
dedicated a Baptist church on the sife of the 
building where Jefferson Davis was born 
June 8, 1808. Mr. Davis was present, and, 
entering the pulpit, pronounced the benedic- 
tion. i 

Pastor STAUNTON, of Brooklyn, was re- 
cently found guilty of ministerial conduct, 
but there are so many of his congregation who 
‘are willing to forgiv him that he has con- 
cluded not to deprive them of the moral and 
religious benefits of his ministrations. 


For the first time in the career of the Rev. 
Sam Jones, we notice, in the Omaha Herald, 
that he ** preached to more empty chairs than 
men and women in the exposition building 
last evening.” Is the majority converted, or 
are Sam’s sermon’s growing dull ?—Sun. 


Ir is reported that Mrs. Comstock, a 
medium of Norwich, Conn., is about to sue 
the estate of Byron Boardman, who died a 
year ago, for $1,000 for professional services. 
Mr. Boardman, she alleges, engaged her fora 
stated sum to attend to his spiritual cravings 
by the year. The $1,000 asked for represents 
her labors for him for three years. 
ministrators of the estate aver that the claim 
is a made-up one, and that Byron declared 
on his death-bed that he owed no one a dol- 
ar. Mr. Boardman’s estate is valued at 
$50,000 or $75,000. 


The ad-. 


A PLAY Called ‘‘ The Acharnians,” written 
by Aristophanes 2,300 years ago, is being per- 
formed in this city. It draws good audiences, 
but not much is said in favor of the play 
itself. The dialog of ‘‘The Acharnians” is 
spoken in the original Greek, the actors being 
some Philadelphia students. It is believed 
that not more than one person in 50,000 can 
understand it. 

(Tur Kansas City Journal thinks that the 
president’s pastor stands in need of correc- 
tion. Immediately after Mr. Cleveland's 
Speech at Harvard he had the effrontery to 
make the health of the presidential household 
& subject for special supplication at a service 
which both Mr. and Mrs. Cleveland attended. 
This is what the chief executiv would call 
one of the **erazy cracks of the cloth.” 


A Lor of Catholic priests of this arch- 
diocese assembled in the cathedral one day 
last week and appointed the Rev. Dr. Burt- 
sell ‘‘ defender of the marriage tie.” There 
is a young Catholic priest in Brooklyn named 
Sherman whose claims to this position should 
hav been considered by this gathering. He 
has recently been forced to marry one girl, 
and two or three others hav sued him for be- 
trayal and abandonment. Experience should 
count for something in these matters. 

Tuis news comes from Grange City, Ky. : 
“ Nov. 16.—The Rev. Frank Kissick, one of 
the best known preachers in this region, en- 
gaged in a quarrel with John Cundiff, a work. 
man in a saw mill, and attempted to thrash 
him. Cundiff defended himself until he 
could reach a broadax lying near. He 
wielded the terrible weapon with both hands, 
and struck the preacher an awful blow, 
nearly cutting his body in two. Wat McKee 


also engaged in the fight, taking sides with 
Cundiff and paying special attention to 
William Kissick, who was defending his 
brother. Kissick turned on McKee, chased 
him through the woods, firing after him as he 
fled and wounding him several times. The 
preacher will die, and his assailant will be 
lucky if he escapes Judge Lynch.” 


A DAILY paper presents this list of the wars 
of Europe since the sixteenth century: 
Wars undertaken for the acquisition of ter- 


TACOLY cus 3305 dioec orae uno coro i data ce lande 44 
For the levy of tributes... .. 82 
For reprisals.............. . 94 
To decide questions of honor or prerogati sa B 


From claims relativ to the possession of territory 6 
From claims to crowns.......... estaba i 

From pretexts of assistance to an all 
From rivalry in influence...... 
From commercial quarrels.... 
Civil wars 


Tue Washington Critic tells this: A nice 
little boy, reared in the intellectual and hetero- 
dox atmosphere of Boston, happened to be a 
witness in & case in Cincinnati, and the ques- 
tion arose as to his being able to understand 
the nature of an oath, so the judge investi- 
gated him. ‘‘ Well Wendall,” he said, 
kindly, ‘‘ do you know where bad little boys 
will go when they die?” ‘‘ No, sir,” replied 
the boy, with confidence. ‘‘ Goodness gra- 
cious!” exclaimed the judge, in shocked sur- 
prise; ** don't you know they will go to hell?” 
"No, sir; do you?” “Of course I do." 
* How do you know it?” ‘‘The Bible says 
so." “Is it true?” ‘Certainly it is.” 
* Can you prove it?" ‘*No, not positivly ; 
but we take it on faith," explained the judge. 
* Do you accept that kind of testimony in 


this court?” inquired the boy, coolly. But 


the judge didn’t answer. He held up his 
hands and begged the lawyers to take the 
witness. : 


Tue venerable Walt Whitman, author of 
* Leaves of Grass,” is living at Camden, N. 
J., in a stateof poverty bordering on absolute 
want. A correspondent of the Herald writes 
that he found the aged poet paralyzed, poorly 
elad, and rapidly decaying in body, yet 
cheerful and happy. Speaking of his chief 
work, Mr. Whitman said: '''Leaves of 
Grass’ was published in 1855. It fell flat on 
the public and financially failed. Two years 
later a second and New York edition followed 
suit. 'The third edition of 1860 did fairly in 
Boston, returning a small sum. The fourth 
&nd fifth editions were dead failures, for 
which the war was responsible. In 1876 my 
centennial edition of the work and 'Two 
Rivulets’ were issued, which I offered and 
sold direct from my sick room for $10 for the 
two volumes. These were handsomely 
bound and contained my photo and auto- 
graph. My luck from that time has changed 
for the better. I remember gratefully that 
Robert Buchanan championed me, aided by 
William M. Rossetti and Moncure D. Con- 
way. Among the subscription lists sent over 
from England with $10 each for the works 
were the names of Tennyson, Swinburne, 
G. H. Lewes, Philip Bourke Marston, and 
others. In 1881 Osgood & Co., in Bos- 
ton, brought out a new volume of ‘Leaves 
of Grass.’ In that city—the home of Free- 
thought and liberty, Universalism, trans- 
cendentalism, etc.—the work was suppressed 
[by Anthony Comstock] as soon as it had 
successfully started.” 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER, NOVEMBER 27, 1886. 


- Communications. 
The Decay of Christian Morality. 
oO. 


There is more noise made over the conversion of 
one Liberal to the doctrins of Christianity than over 
the conversion of nine hundred and ninety-nine 
Christians to the principles of rational religion. That 
is about the relativ proportion of backward and for- 
ward conversions, 28 I should call them. Liberals 
are not in the habit of crowing over their successes. 
I hav never heard of any Liberal lecturer carrying 
around with him a slate and pencil to keep an account 
of how many men and women he impressed favorably, 
or how many converts he made during his lecture 
tour, and sending in the number to be published 
throughout the country in order to advertise hi- 
wares. <A Liberal speaker is always rejoiced to find 
that people are ready to giv up their superstitions 
for facts, and throw away Christian dogmas for 
natural truths, but he is so accustomed to the ex- 


perience that he does not deem it of world-wide im- | 


portance to gather up the cast-off absurdities and 
toys and preserve them as trophies of victory. 

One can almost say with certainty that out of one 
hundred converts to Christianity, who are made dur- 
ing a period of religious excitement, not more than 
half a dozen will be found under the delusion åt the 
end of six months; while it is so rare that an intel- 
ligent, Freethinking man or woman ever goes back 
to the Christian faith thatI can state that I hav no 
personal knowledge of a single instance. The stead- 
fastness of the Freethinker to his convictions might 
pass into the saying, “Once a Liberal, always a 
Liberal.” Backsliding seems to be one of the 
evidences of Christianity. The privilege of going 
back on one’s professions is a Christian prerogativ. 
This is a common practice in the church, one of the 
exercises of new-born piety. The more times a man 
falis from grace the better Christian he becomes. 
There is no limit set to backsliding. We might 
imagin a certain familiar passage in the gospel of 
Matthew written to cover this species of pius dere- 
liction, which would read, with ‘a slight change in 
the text, after this manner: * How oft shall my 
brother backslide, and be received again into the 
church? until seven times? I say not unto thee, 
until seven times, but until seventy times seven.” 
And experience has demonstrated that the ample lat- 
itude allowed the Christian believer is none too great. 

The person who accepts the Christian theology is 
no more in sympathy with the best religion of the 
times than is the man who wanders about the streets 
begging his bread and sleeping wherever he can in 
harmony with the highest comforts of our civilization. 
There is more religion in a train of cars carrying 
progress and enterprise across the continent than in 
& conference of ministers trying to keep alive a the 
ology that teaches that God was a Jew who lived and 
died in Palestine, and devising ways to make the peo- 
ple believe the ridiculous superstition. Truth is 

: born where men are allowed to think and speak their. 
thoughts. Error cannot be maintained where man is 
permitted to ask questions. The only way to pre- 
serve Christianity is to put it in a tin can and hav it 
hermetically sealed. 

We are getting a new examination of the universe 
for a basis of our philosophy. The telescope has 
afforded man visions far beyond the seventh heaven 
of theapocalypse. The genesis of things is found to 
lie millions of years back of the Genesis of Moses. 
The chaos out of which this world was made has been 
found to be a previous state of existence. Scjence is 
laying the new foundation for our faith, and knowl- 

edge is building the new temple of the soul. Liber- 
als everywhere are stating their opinions, and the 
world recognizes that there is to be a religious con- 
troversy on this continent that -wil shake to the 
foundation everything that is not true. Not one 
stone of falsehood will be left standing upon anothér. 
Every dogma of error must find a grave, and truth 
alone be reverenced by man. 

The world has taken a step forward of Christianity, 
&nd in its march of advancement has left behind the 
Christian God, the Christian savior, the Christian 
Bible, and the Christian faith. But the world will 
not stop here. It must go farther. The question 
that the religious world is endeavoring to answer 
to-day is this: Is the decay of Christian theology to 
be followed by the decay of Christian morality? I 
think it is; and I also think that this morality is 
about as near dead now as it can be. It is true that 
the author of this morality. is painted in divine colors 
for human adoration Sunday after Sunday, and his 
other-world ethics inculeated by the pulpit, but be- 
yond this attempt to giv the peculiar moral teachings 
of Jesus the show of life there is absolutely no sign 
of them in the world of man. 

The morality of the Christian system is not de- 
signed for humanity in its present condition, nor does 
it possess the elements necessary to make man into 
the image of any higher virtue. It is, in fact, an un- 
natural, unreal morality that Jesus taught, and the 
notion that men and women do not practice it be- 


cause it is too far above them depends upon an esti- 
mation of this morality which we are not willing to 
allow. I do not wish to be misunderstood on this 
point. I want to say that the general moral duties 
of man, as they hav been taught for ages by teachers 
of every race, and every religion, are not Christian, 
and that Christian ethies are found in the code of 
moral duties taught by Jesus, which are different 
from the recognized standard of morality adopted by 
mankind generally. Christian morals are Christian 
only wherein they differ from all other morals. It is 
because they are peculiar to Christianity that they 
are Christian. Because I do not believe in Christian- 
ity I do not wish it said that I do not believe in mor- 
ality, for I do. I believe that man can be good and 
true, and that he can do right, and I believe that he 
ought to do right. - , 

I do not say that everyone can reach the same 
moral altitude I do not say that every individua 
can be good and true. Some persons do not seem ti 
be morally adjusted. I think, however, that we may 
predicate the power of man to be moral. The notio: 
that man cannot be good has been the apology oi 
half the criminals of the world. It is the creed o! 
all crime. If we affirm the idea of human depravity 
we may as well erase the Commandments, for if maz 
cannot be good it is the hight of folly to command 
him to be so. The healthy faith of man is faith i» 
man. The theology that has been preached for the 
past few centuries is not calculated to make meu 
moral. Those ministers who hav shouted themselv- 
hoarse for the salvation of the soul, and who hav 
sade no account of man’s behavior in their scheme 
to save the race, are the ones who hav rubbed relig- 
ion in the dirt, and undermined the moral founda 
tions of the world. Wherever has been preached a 
stiffbacked theology, there will be found a weak 
kneed morality. It is an admitted fact that the 
Christian morals are inseparable from the Christian 
dogmas—that they are as closely connected as the 
Siamese twins. l 

Every ethical principle that supports our social 
structure is independent of ecclesiastical relations. 
and it is not essential that we recognize any theology 


in order to comprehend the neces-ity of mora. | 


obedience. There is no sympathy between right, 
truth, and justice, and the apostles’ creed. We may 
go as far as to say that the attempt to establish a 
union between Christianity and morality would re- 
sult in an absolute divorce of these two forces. I 
wish to make it plain beyond a question that the 
Christian faith in itself is entirely distinct from ali 
moral effect on the part of man. To believe that 
Jesus was the Christ does not carry any obligation 
to do right—does not make it incumbent upon the 
believer to do a single moral action. It is sufficient 
to establish our predication that not a single church 
in Christendom makes moral obedience the condition 
of membership. 

` There is a code of Christian morals which has been 
taught but never practiced. The special duties 
which Jesus enjoined upon his followers hav never 
been reduced to conduct. It is not too much to say 
that the moral precepts of Jesus, if carried into 
action, would cause social revolutions beyond prece- 
dent, and produce a state of existence compared with 
which Anarchy would be government, and confusion 
would be order. But before we undertake to examin 
the Christian morals, let us shed a few tears of re- 
joicing upon the grave of Christian theology. We 
do not care to hav a coroner's jury decide what 
caused the death of this theology. We bless the 
cause, whatever it was. We only wish to feel assured 
that it is really, truly dead, and the fact that “not a 
single treatis written by a New England Puritan is a 
living and authoritativ book" seems to prove it be- 
yond a question. "The persons who still preach. this 
theology and profess to believe it are merely sitting 
up with the corpse. 

While it- is asserted that a wrong interpretation of 
this theology sent it out of the world,it is pretty 
evident that a right understanding of.it inspires no 
wish to hay it back. Much of the superstition in 
morals sprung from fear of God, which Christianity 
inculeated as the purest and highest incentiv to right 
doing. 

The truth, broadly and frankly stated, is this: God 
is no longer the inspiration of morality. Fear of 
God does not check the actions of man to-day, nor is 
the attempt to make human and divine interests 
identical sufficient to insure obedience to moral laws. 

The ancient basis of morals is gone, and another 
and better one must be found to inspire, a freer 
life, a fuller life, a better life, and higher. We who 
hav rejected the Christian theology are looked upon 
as orphans. But if I understand the position of 
Freethinkers, the question of a supreme being is 
neither affirmed nor denied by those who wish to 
hav no further business with the God of orthodoxy. 
We read that “the fool hath said in his there is no 
God,” but we prefer to say we know nothing about 
the matter. : 

Theologies may come and theologies may go, but 
humanity goes on forever, and so we do not deem it 
as important to worship the fleeting shadows of the 
universe that are cast upon the minds of men aà it is 


to hold fast to those realities that make human exist-: 
ence a blessing and “a joy forever.”  . i ! 

We are called Infidels, and denounced as having no 
religion because we will not march in the ranks of. 
hypocrisy, and dance to the music of orthodoxy.: 
We believe no statement that our reason cannot ap- 
prove; we accept no doctrin that is contrary to com- : 
mon sense; we hav confidence in human nature; we 
believe in truth, justice, and love; we accept life as a 


‘blessing, and try to make it so; we believe in taking 


care of our&elvs, in helping others, and in being just 


and kind to all; and we say to the Christian church, > - 


If this be Infidelity, make the most of it. 

It is suggested by some that if man’s exact rela- 

tion to the deity were understood, the whole ques- 
tion of morals would be settled at once. But would 
it not be truer to say that, if man’s exact relation to | 
his fellow:man were understood and respected, the 
nighest individual welfare, no less than the general 
zood, would dictate the morality the world needs? 
And is not this the grand task for the human race, 
-o rightly interpret the effect of human action upon 
the individual and the community, and to deduce 
rom human experience the rules for human conduct? 
I do not know that I owe God any duty. I do know 
bat I owe a duty to my neighbor. -I plead total in-- 
Jifference to the demands of divine ethics, but I trust: 
[.am not completely callous to the wants of my fel- 
iow. beings. ; . 

I owe it to myself to be moral. I owe it to my 
race, to every man and woman that I meet in life, to 
be as honest, as true, as upright, as my nature will 
permit. I can comprehend and appreciate obliga- 
tions to humanity, but moral indebtedness to the deity . 
[ know nothing about. 

The Christian morals are founded upon the as- 
sumption that the work of man here is to do some- 
thing that he may escape punishment hereafier, aud 
hence the morality of the Christian church has had 
dttle reference to the concerns of the present life. _ 

Christian morality. is based upon the Christian 
faith that the human race is under the curse of God, 
and that, to evade the penalty pronounced upon him, 
inan must perform certain duties, these duties being 
taught as paramount to all we owe to self, to family, 
to society, and to the world. But an almost univer- 
sal disbelief of the Christian faith prevails: to-day, 
and, consequently, a new morality, with man for its 
supreme object, is fast supplanting the cutworn and 
valueless performance of Christian duties. 

The moral teaching of the New Testament may be. 
the highest and purest of its kind of teaching, but it 
is not the kind that is needed to-day. It is a false 
morality, yea, a dead morality for the most part, that 
the Christian church demands of men. The general ` 
conviction is that no salvation is needed by man, and 
that all the virtues advertised as requisit for such 
safety as the church is prepared to secure are spu- 
rious virtues. Those actions that advance man along 
the way of general prosperity, that make it easier to ` 
liv and get a living on the earth, that hav their value 


‘determined. by their respect for human beings, are 


what the world needs. s 

The generally-acknowledged author of Christian 
morals offers no salient points for criticism, as he can- 
not beregarded asa historical person whose career has 
beenearefully followed and marked by the biographer. 
He is a mythological man, with a little less of the 
fabulous and a little more of the real than attaches to 
the gods and goddesses of ancient Greece and Rome. 
The name of Jesus adorns an anatomy of words. It 
pictures a person, not of flesh and blood, but of faith 
and fancy. Jesus is & man of the imagination, but, 
mythical as he is, certain men and women believe in 
him in their own way, and are not intolerant of those 
who are disposed to_ask for the proofs of his life 
and works. This man has left no more marks of his 
living upon the earth than hav the birds the marks 
of their flight through the air. The New Testa- 
ment is no more history than is Bunyan’s “ Pilgrim’s 
Progress.” We cannot make any positiv assertions 
in regard to the life and character of a man when we 
do not know who was his father, where or when he 
was born, with whom he lived, nor when he died. . 
The only historical fact connected with Jesus that 
is not disputed is that Mary was his mother. This 
is a very important point in his history, but it is not 
sufficient to constitute a biography: wag 

Notwithstanding the fact that the entire narrativ 
of Jesusis without a single chronological date, and 
the vastly more significant fact that not a single in- 
cident connected with the person of Jesus is sus- 
tained by contemp:raneous history, we must perforce 
speak of him as a person whose whole career was 
watched and noted from his miraculous advent to his 
miraculous ascension, and look upon his disciples as 
so many Boswells, ready to mirror to the world his 
every speech and act. . 

We must do this—why? Because the world will 
not candidly. and critically study the gospel story. 
For the present, then, we will speak of Jesus as a 
man, and accept him as the author of the moral.code 
in the New Testament. But a word or two about. 
the man. The Christian world sets him apart as-the 
model of the race, as the masterpiece of nature 
as the utmost that earth can produce, 


Ne 


* leading the list; and if the good editor of our paper 
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Every man must here fetch his word of praise, and 
every word be a mountain, to meet the demand of 
the Christian church for reverence of Jesus. 

I do not believe in the infallibility of any man, but 
I believe in the improvability of all men. Is ‘man 
no longer heir to the virtues of life, that he must 
erect monuments of praise forever over the name of 
Jesus? -+ 

I shall take the liberty to express my dissent from 

the common expressions of admiration for this man. 
I cannot praise everything he did, nor think every 
word he uttered a star of wisdom. : 
, He said some good things, but much that he said 
is good for nothing. His theology will do for Sunday- 
schools, but, it will not stand half a dozen questions 
by common sense. His hell was barbarous, his 
heaven childish, and his ideas of humanity show but 
a superficial knowledge of human nature. 

His life cannot be imitated with advantage to the 
race, and his notions of human existence are wholly 
inadequate to the complex, varied civilization of this 
age. 

Let us see what he did: He paid no filial respect 
to his reputed parents; he refused to acknowledge 
his mother and his brothers; he lived a roving, wan- 
dering life; he paid no heed to the laws of his coun- 
try; he placed no value upon industry, and even 
went 80 far as to tell men and women that God 
would feed and clothe them; he helped himself to the 
property and possessions of other people without 
paying for them, and destroyed what belonged to 
others without offering an equivalent; he had no 
property, no home, not a place to lay his head; he 
hated the rulers, yet sought to establish a kingdom 
for himself; he failed to reach the throne he sought, 
and died upon the malefactor's cross. Is this the 
man for the nineteenth century to honor? Is this 
the man for men to follow in this age? Is this the 
man whose life all should strive to imitate? 

i L. K. WASHBURN. 
(TO BE CONCLUDED.) 
———— — —9—$—99— — ——— — 


A Letter from Lucy Colman. 
To rae Eprror or Tue Trurs Sesser, Sir: When 
I saw you at the Convention at White Sulphur 


Springs, I think I told you that I would soon send 
you a letter which should contain some reminiscences 


of a life, fifty years of which hav been given to work. 


in the field of reform., I hav not yet found time 
even to begin such a letter, because from that time to 
the present I hav been upon the wing, and even now 


I am not at home; but I want to say to the readers. 


of Tur Trura SEEKER, among whom I number my 
dearest friends, that I hav renewed my age so far 
that I hav come to feel that my work for the world is 
not quite done. I proposein the present year to put 
upon paper very many of the events of my life which 
connect me with all the social reforms of the age in 
which I liv, “ Antislavery " and “Woman's Rights" 


wil permit, I wil, from time to time, send you, 
through the paper, some specimens of what I hope to 
put into book form, which shall be for the encourage- 
ment of young Freethinkers, for I can assure. them 
that work for humanity always pays largely in the 
end. We are so constituted that we grow thiougb 
suffering. We “ climb the ladder round by round ;" 
the effurt we make to rise to the first givs us strength 
for the next lift, or, to change the metaphor, having 
found that persecution for the truth’s sake can be en 
dured, we find at last that there is real enjoyment 
in suffering which lifts humanity to a higher plane. 

I hope to.be well settled at home before the close of. 
the year. Iam now with that most charming family 
at Boonton whom you know through Mr. Reynolds, 
and of whom I shail hav much to say.in the future. 
I hav only time at present to say, two more families 
of this kind would redeem New Jersey and make 
her a decent state. I am not at all sure that this 
one is not equal to it. 

Iam so much indebted to my friend, Daniel Ed. 
ward Ryan, and his good wife, for making it possi- 
ble, and even easy, for me to be present at the 
Annual Congress just closed, that, like Dickens's 
eharaeter in * Bleak House," I want to write his name 
large, that all may read it—a man always on theright 
side. No wonder Henry George and the new party 
achieved such a success, with such men as Mr. Ryan 
as working members. 

Through Mr. Ryan I made the acquaintance of 
Mrs. Lucy Parsons, the wife of one of the condemned 
Anarchists. She is a splendid woman, a mulatto; 
only think of it—one of a race who, a few years ago, 
were held in such absolute bondage by government that 
some of us jeoparded our lives by saying, ‘‘ Down with 
the government!” How many of us were impris- 
oned—ah ! how many lost their lives—in that sacred 
cause is not to-day known. Shall such a woman be 
made a widow, and her children orphans, because Mr. 
Parsons dared to speak his honest thought? Can it 
be possible that such men are to be hung by the neck 
until they are dead? Who among us will not agree 
with Colonel Ingersoll that we are yet uncivilized? 
The march of the souls of seven murdered men, mur- 
dered by law, shall sound an alarm that shall awake 


to thought and to action an army to demand that 
murder by law shall be abolished. 

Boonton, N. J., Nov. 17th. Lucy N. Corman. 
eo 
Post-mortem Probations and Infantil Damna- 

l tions. 

Having given an impartial hearing to our Christian 
controversialists about infant damnation, will they: 
graciously allow us to recall Mrs. Glasse’s advice in 
her receipt-book for cooking a hare of, “ First catch 
your hare.” 

For what proof er probability is there of the ex- 
istence of the dead children more or less damnable? 

I am no stubborn Materialist, denying a world of 
life to me invisible. I am candidly ignorant whether 
soul is a function of the nervous system, or the body 
but the outward form of soul, or whether there may 
not be two or more bodies, the visible and the poten- 
tial, fitting one within the other. 

Admitting man or some men to be or to hav souls 
more or less immortal. upon what is the existence of 
such soul predicated? On intelligence and senti- 
ment, spiritual passions and faculties, I suppose. 
The preéxistence of souls to bodies, taught by Words- 
worth in his celebrated poem, has been quite a prev- 
alent doctrin among the immortalists, and obviates 
the difficulty of developing souls out of human bod- 
ies, while not allowing them to other animals which 
evince, however, in their conduct much intelligence 
and sentiment. Wordsworth must indeed by his 
“White Doe of Rylstone” be credited with the belief 
in grades of soul other than human. But previous 
to a certain, not well defined, epoch in development, 
inasmuch as no evidences of intelligence or sentiment 
exist, we are not warranted in supposing that the 
hypothecated soul has entered its organic tenement. 
Where there is nothing, there the king loses his 
rights, and the devil his privileges. ` 

What necessity or feasibility, not to say possibility, 
is there for the spiritual development of non-viable 
foetuses which in our species correspond to the myr- 
iads of kittens, puppies, fish eggs, dropping fruits, 
etc? Nature's tribute to waste? This seems to be 
an effect of the modern evolutionary craze. It is no 
Bible faith doctrin, and whatever evidence may be 
adduced in its favor must be, I suppose, of the cheap 
mediumistic sort that would not be admitted in any 
court of justice. EOM 

Development of faculty and character beyond or in 
& different direction from ordinary growth up to a 
certain age is an exceptional, not a general fact, 
whether for races or for individuals. . An illusion is 
created by certain inventions which only the past 
rendered possible. Elizabeth Barrett struck true in 
writing: 
When we drive out with our clouds of steam majestical 

white horses, . 
Are we greater than the first ones who led black ones by the 
mane? eA 

If the faculty of invention takes hold upon creation 
and associates its author with nature’s primal forces, 
it is a sinister fact ihat the dignities of personality 
hav fallen, not risen, in the use of those inventions 
which distinguish the operativ of to-day from the ar- 
tisan of yesterday. The former is less a man, less 
than the great machine to which he is an appendage, 
and to which the inventor's genius has enslaved him. 
Analyzing the basis of the idea of immortality, we 
find among faiths the Hebrew, which predicated it 
not of individuals, but of organic types in family or 
race, and the Christian, which predicated it on the 
affirmed resurrection of Jesus, about which there is 
uo evidence capable of establishing any fact, so that 
it is simply a bit of clerical stage property, on a par 
with paste diamonds and tinseled robes. Admitted 
as a miracle, it would be good for Jesus, but not for 
anybody else without further proof. 

But survival of death is not merely an article of 
faith ; it is demonstrable, not precisely of individuals, 
but of the ideas which they represent, either in 
organism or social uses. The organic idea persistent 
is wanifested in successiv generations of a common 
type. Social ideas, or the uses of character, are 
what we generally refer io in saying that a man, a 
Walter Scott, a Goethe, a Napoleon, ora Washington, 
has achieved immortality. 

But the infants who hav furnished no career in 
this life hav neither of these claims to another: 
Their organic type has rejected them as inadequate 
to its purposes, and they hav not become the co. 
efficients of any social purpose. Even the parental 
pride or affection that.claims their survival is uncon- 
scious whether or not that claim is honored. It is 
not apparent that there is really any other than a 
clerical interest to be served by the cultivation of 
such ideas. . 

In remarking the survival of ideas, I neither afirm 
nor deny that of individual personalities associated 
with them. There is simply a suggestion, the verifi- 
cation of which awaits post-mortem experience, or, at 
least, successful experiments in ghost-craft, of which 
I am ignorant. i 

It is the consciousness of a personality that we are 
reluctant to part with which chiefly constitutes the 
aspiration to immortality, though few of us cherish 
the memories of our personal experience. This con- 


scious personality is nowhere more conspicuous than 
in the behavior of individual roosters and hens, 
which, however, hav not been especially regarded as 
candidates for immortality. How about their eggs? 
Will they survive our gastric satisfaction for the de- 
velopment of spiritual chickens? . 

We may distinguish the cases in which undeveloped 


beings perish by inadequacy or non-viability, and 
those of violence, or infanticide, irrespectiv of gas- 
tronomy. But then only the viable children that get 


killed can be qualified by the vigor of their organic 
essence, either as candidates for Christian training or 
for the “alternativ” destinies which Dr. Withrow 
protests against. 

If the organic type invariably represent itself in 
strongly self-conscious personalities, as all roosters 
and many other bipeds, either feathered or feather 
less, attest, then we need not be concerned about 
this integrant factor of immortality, and may indulge 
infinit prospectivs of chicken ‘fixings, doubtless im- 
plying wheat bread, whose spiritual character will 
make it light and easily-digested, even without Hors- 
ford’s phosphates, or “royal baking powder, abso- 


lutely pure.” E/pGEWORTE. 
a 


Helen Gardener on Social Heresies. 


: L 

Mz. B. F. Crarz, Dear Sir: Yes, my time is, in- 
deed, very much occupied, but nevertheless I hav 
read your letter with pleasure, and shall respond, as 
you see, promptly. I can hardly claim to bea “‘lead- 


‘ing light,” as you say, in Freethought, and I suspect 


that you overestimate the desire felt to know my 
opinion upon the subject named, but I am never 
afraid to “’fess right up” to such opinions as I do 
possess, and I am not ashamed to say that I do not 
know a great many things. 

Therefore, when I shall hav expressed myself to. 
you upon the various “isms” which you hav asked 
me to discuss in a public letter, lecture, pamphlet, or 
book, the high opinion which you are pleased to say 
that you hav formed of me, and of my abilities, may 
materially change. 

For it is only too true that few people yet liv 
(even though they be Freethinkers or Liberals) who 
can retain a marked difference of opinion, and, at the 
same time, mutual respect and esteem. 

Therefore, the degree of interest which you and 
your friends, as you assure me, hav been pleased to 
take in my opinions may undergo diminution when I 
say that I do not consider myself sufficiently well-in- 
formed upon the various “isms” named to undertake 
to enlighten other people. I hav never yet under- 
taken to write a lecture or an article upon any sub- 
ject to which I had not given long, serious, and con- 
secutiv thought. 

Now, of course, I hav done the usual general read- 
ing of newspapers, magazines, and afew books. I 
hav listened to or participated in occasional conver- 
sations, and heard a limited number of so-called de- 
bates upon these “isms.” But I hav at no time given 
such consecutiv thought, nor such close study to any 
of them as to now feel myself capable of properly 
discussing them in public. 

So much that is weak, shallow, and (as it seems to 
me) wholly wide of the mark already afflicts the pub- 
lie upon these topics, each one of which must hav 
Some germ of truth somewhere, however distorted 
or ill-presented or overworked it may be, that I do 
not wish to.add to the vast swarm of incompetents 
who vainly try to handle political economy from. an 
outlook limited to a few pitiful facts gleaned from an 
experience or study covering a few years, a single 
country, or a given petty premise. 

Therefore, I can only say to you that I am yet only 
a student, and not a teacher, of any of the phases of 
radical reform or governmental change of which you 
ask me. 

Of course, I hav certain opinions, “ views,” or per- 
baps more fairly stated, I should say prejudices, in 
favor of or against these theories; but I am quite 
willing to admit that I do not know enough about 
their real meaning to assume to instruct others. I 
ain quite willing, and am pleased when I can do so, to 
listen to capable people talk upon either side. 

I do not believe that I can hav heard or read, as yet, 
the best that can be said for any one of them. I say 
this because I cannot conceive of what I hav heard 
or read being sufficiently conclusiv or convincing to 
accomplish some of the results already attained. 
Now, as to “free love." We must all admit that 
love, to be love at all, must be “free” to choose its 
object. 

But, of the vast amount of rubbieh and immorality 
that has been attached to that one central idea, I hav 
only this to say: 

I do not believe in any form of polygamy which 
has yet been tried, whether it be simultaneous, suc- 
cessiv, termal, incidental, or “for life;" and I can 
conceive of none that would or could enlist my ad- 
miration. 

Personally, I believe in but one marital love in one 
life; but I am well aware that.some very good 
people differ from me wholly upon this point. 

As to the promiscuity usually called “ free love," 
it seems an utter abomination to me. Certainly, 
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if there are, as you think, a sufficiently large num- 
ber of people who care to read this letter, to justify 
the editor in so doing, I shall hav no objections 
to its publication in one of the Freethought pa- 
pers. JI am sorry that I am not sufficiently well 
informed upon these questions to be of service to 
others. But Iam not, and I never attempt to swim 
until I hav pretty thoroughly tested the depth of the 
water. Meantime I hav no doubt that you can get 
very decided opinions from a thousand Freethinkers, 
if you ask for them. 


Very sincerely, Hexen H. GARDENER. 


IL 

Mz. B. F. Cusrx, Dear Sir: I hav read, with 
interest, the inclosed letter. I hav no corrections to 
make, and no suggestions, of course. 

I see no objection to your publishing 
just as it is, if you so desire. 

I really cannot conduct a debate upon the subjects, 
however, and I did write “frankly and honestly” 
when I said that I do not believe that I fully under- 
stand the real germs of the various “isms” named. 

And, if you will pardon me for so saying, I also 
believe that by far the larger number of those who 
talk about them know even less than I of their 
meaning. 


the letter 


This, as you must know, is true in regard to. 


“Freethought” also. A vast number of its *advo- 
eates" confuse it hopelessly with "license," and act 
accordingly. 

And as for its opponents, you must be fully aware 
that they wholly misunderstand, not only its mean- 
ing, but its object and aims as well. 

This fact alone warns me never to feel sure that 
I fully comprehend any new move which is (or 
seems to be) wholly subversiv of the old order of 
things simply because my “instinctiv and nat- 
ural" inclination or prejudice may lead that way. 
That is the old church argument, and it is the 
one which fully satisfies and holds most of her ad- 
herents back from any thought or study of the real 
meaning of the movement in which the words 
“Infidel,” “Freethinker,” “ Atheist,” ete., ete., hav 
stood to them for all that is wicked, vile, and dan- 


. gerous. 


Many very good people are Socialists, and I do 
not, therefore, believe that they can understand this 
matter as you do. Who is right? Hither or both? 
How shall we know until we inform ourselvs fully, 
not as to the froth that is talked about it, but as to 
its real meaning and. intent? As I said before, this 
is my present position; yet, I do not expect to be 
“lost,” and I rather doubt ever becoming a “ Social- 
ist.” Still, I am willing to think and anxious to 
learn. Hastily, H. H. G. 


we 9 9 —— 


An Orthodox Fraud. 


We hav been deceived, most egregiously imposed 
upon, and taken captiv by what the civilized world 
ealls Christianity, ever since its history or its litera- 
ture has- been written, or what is called its cardinal 
tenets hav been believed by professed Christians. 
This statement I shall substantiate by the testimony 
and admissions of the highest authority known 
to English-speaking Christendom. That authority 
is the revelations and confessions of the Old and 
New Testaments companies of England and America 
lately engaged in revising the Bible; and as may 
be found in the “Companion to the Revised 
New Testament,” and the “Companion to the 
Revised Old Testament.” Both of these were pre- 
pared and published with the consent, approba- 
tion, and assistance of the respectiv companies; the 
former by a member of the English company, Alex- 
ander Roberts, D.D., and the latter by the Rev. 
Talbot W. Chambers, D.D., of the American Com- 
pany, in New York city ; both by Funk & Wagnalls, 
10 and 12 Dey street, New York, American publishers. 

The careful readers of these “Companions” will 
find an ample amount of this testimony in the admis- 
sions and confessions throughout these volumes, 
with the ordinary religious cant, pious platitudes, and 
solemn verbiage to decoy the reader and blind him 
to the facts and startling Infidel revelations they 
hav so often covertly made. i 

They tell us they were engaged some fifteen years 
in attempting to revise the Bible, and admit the ar- 
duous difficulties and obstructions they had to en- 
counter, and the utter impossibility they found of ar- 
riving at what the original writers wrote or meant to 
convey. They only confess to improving the text, 
and making some approximation toward the original, 
or rather toward what they found in older Greek 
manuscripts and in some copies of the text in other 
languages, of the one hundred and fifty thousand 
different readings which they acknowledged were ad- 
mitted to be now in existence. The revision was un- 
dertaken under a pledge or promis not to disturb the 
context nor doctrinal teachings, but simply to im- 
prove the grammar and taste to meet the demands 
of modern culture. 

Among the admissions of errors they found in our 
English Bible are these, that the names of God, 
Christ, Lord, Savior, Belial, etc., never should hav 
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been in the Bible. They were not names and did 
not represent personalities, but were simply words 
in the Greek text of which they purport to be a 
translation. But the Christian world, through the 
superstition and idolatry of our heathen-European 
ancestors, had been imposed upon and long deceived 
by this fraud in our translation ; and having become 
attached to it, nothing but that superstitious rever- 
ence kept it there, and they dare not attempt to make 
such a serious change, for it would defeat their labors, 
of course, and consign their own good names to in- 
famy. To hav done so would hav been a godless, 
wicked heresy. 

Let us fancy what our religion would be without 
these names, or the personalities which they purport 
to represent. We know that without them we would 
not hav the material and we could not build up 
Christianity. Why, there is nothing to build it with! 
There are no persons or spirits or supernatural enti- 
ties to manage or run it on earth or in heaven with- 
out these personalities at the helm. So that the 
whole system falls to the ground as a stupendous 
fraud. This is known and not disguised -by standard 
orthodoxy itself in the secrets now disclosed by the 
reverend savants and sages who hav been worshiping 
at its shrine for fifteen years, professing to be trying 
to save what they hav, unwittingly, virtually de- 
stroyed. 

They say the Hebrew Jehovah or Javah, or some 
other word, should hav been retained in the place of 
our Teutonic God or Gott. It meant with the in- 
telligent ancient Jewish prophets and writers “the 
incommunicable,” the inconceivable, the eternal, the 
unchangeable, in the same sense that modern 
scientists and philosophers use the unknowable, 
infinit energy, final cause, indestructible forces, etc. 
These terms are used when we come to the end of 
our knowledge and investigations, simply to express 
our ignorance of all beyond. Now, how can we 
make & confession of our ignorance into a personality 
and then proceed to endow that personality with all 
the human and other attributes imagination and 
fancy can invent as a basis for our religion ? 

Yet this is what the revisers tacitly admit we must 
do in order to retain our faith and enjoy the blessings, 
the hopes of salvation which our Christianity thus 
founded, constructed, and maintained promises to all 
those who humbly and meekly accept it. 

Then they tell us that “Christ,” and “ Belial,” 
“Lord,” and “Savior,” are not names, but are forger- 
ies of copyists and our translators to represent 
their own and the prevailing superstitions, translated 
from simple Greek words which represented abstract 
principles, virtues, vices, or forces; for instance, 
Christ represents wisdom and virtue, and was used 
in connection with the name Jesus, or Joshua, in the 
Hebrew, because it was the qualifying adjectiv to 
designate his character. It was afterward conferred 
on him as a title. Thus we see in the course of time 
a mere adjectiv became & God, a son of God, a Lord, 
a Savior. Pagan superstition and mythology did 
this. They hav been equal to anything in the line 
of fraud, and the people hav been equal to accepting 
anything they could offer. To-day the survivors of 
those revising committees, and every intelligent 
clergyman or layman in the land, knows, or can know 
and ought to know, the fabulous foundation, the 
shadowy, mythical basis, and the visionary, fraudulent 
origin of our whole system of religion called Chris- 
tianity. The clergy cannot deny this. But what of 
it? they say; if it is all fabulous, it has been the 
means of saving souls, of producing much happiness, 
of redeeming sinners, and blessing the world! . Sci- 
ence and the growth of thought hav done all this. 

The education and intelligence of the people made 
it a necessity to attempt a revision of the Bible, to 
save its character, so the the revisers tell us. Their 
object was not so much to giv us the truth as they 
might honestly find it as it was to save the oracle, 
the charter of our religion and the bulwark of their 
profession, and to prevent their own reputations going 
into decay and disrepute before the growing intelli- 
gence. 

These motivs for the undertaking were obvious; 
but there was too much natural honesty, or not 
enough adroitness, in their methods and confessions 
to conceal the facts and truths which they did not 
mean to openly avow to the public. 

They could not deny them, and in order to show 
us how thorough their remedies had been, and to in- 
spire public confidence in the result of their labors, 
they covertly revealed what cannot fail to be the 
death of that which they hav attempted to save. 

There has nothing ever come from the church of 
the same authority so damaging to Christianity, and 
to the support of Infidelity, so-called, as this testi- 
mony from the revising companies contained in the 
“ Companions.” 

Of course, it is meant to be concealed or disguised 
to the uncritical reader, in the pious verbiage, fulsome 
plaudits, and reverent homage with which the vol- 
umes abound. There is no weapon the Freethinker 
can use more effectivlly against the authority, the 
authenticity, or what is called the divine origin of the 
Christian religion, than that which its own friends and 
advocates furnish us in these “ Companions.” The 


revisers are their own witnesses against themselvs, 
their own faith, and the utter unreliability of that 
book on which the whole superstructure depends. 


Why shall we go to Infidel authors, who are so gen- 


erally repudiated, for our facts, reasonings, and testi- 
mony, when we hav at hand the recognized, undis- 
puted, and high testimony of the church itself, or its 
best and ablest represéntativs, in these one hundred 
or more savants who constituted these revising com- 
panies and furnished to us in these “ Companions?” 

We know the plea for all this fraud is that “the 
end justifies the means,” that “we may do evil that 
good may come," that it is better to save sinners 
than to be honest. 

Church and religious history abounds in these pre- 
cepts and this policy. 

Yet nowhere else, nor for any other purpose, is 
this advocated or permitted but in our religion. We 
may practice fraud toward God and our own souls, 
but not in our secular affairs toward one another, 
without violating law, outraging morals, and losing 
character. We call our religion divine, and because 
it is such, it is exempt from the canons of human 
criticism or secular obligations. Oh, great is the 
mystery of godliness! great are the means of salva- 
tion! and who will be saved? T. E. Lonassore. 

Philadelphia, Nov., 1886. 


———— — 93—99————————— 
The Liberal Club. 

There is no use discussing the question, because: 
there is but one side to it: the Manhattan Liberal 
Club furnishes the best entertainment, from anm all- 
round point of view—if the reader will kindly cón- 
ceive that such a. point of view is possible—afford- 
ed by any institution in the great metropolitan 
city of New York. The man with a badge-pin has 
lived in Gotham long enough to hav obtained a 
pretty comprehensiv notion of its list of things cal- 
culated to attract the public eye. He has seen the 
statue of Liberty enlightening the world, and the 
statue of William E. Dodge dodging the..customs. 
He has been to the Catholic cathedral and to the 
Eden Musée. He has attended the churches of all 
denominations except the Presbyterian—the line had 
to be drawn somewhere. He was at Cooper Union 
when the County Democracy nominated Abram 
Hewitt for & savior of society. He went to Jerry 
McAuley’s Cremorne Mission before Jerry died, and 
to Peter Dwyer’s revival before Peter ran away with 
the organist. He has drifted into almost every place 
of gathering on Manhattan Island, but he never knew 
what it was to feel like heaving to and dropping 
anchor until he attended a regular meeting of the 
Manhattan Liberal Club. 

The 421st meeting of this body was held on the 
evening of Friday, the 19th, President Wakeman 
being in the chair on the platform, and a large and 
finely-dressed audience occupying all the other chairs 
in the hall. The lecturer of the occasion was Mr. 
John W. Lovell, publisher of Lovell’s Library. The : 
audience greeted the speaker warmly. Mr. Lovell 
waived the formality of addressing the Chair, and 
plunged into the reading of his lecture with a speed 
of three hundred words per minute. The Credit 
Foncier of Sinaloa on Topolobampo bay was the sub- 
ject. It appears that Mr. A. K. Owen has secured 
from the government of Mexico a grant of a large 
tract of land in the state of Sinaloa, Mexico, where it 
is designed to start a cooperativ colony, centering at 
Topolobampo bay, just across the gulf from the. 
southern extremity of Lower California. As yet the 
colony exists only on paper and in the minds of its 
projectors. A book by Mr. Owen, entitled “ Integral 
Cooperation,” contains charts and diagrams of this 
ideal city, and the Credit Foncier, a little paper pub- 
lished at Hammonton, N. J., is the organ of the 
enterprise. Mr. Lovell’s lecture was chiefly from 
Mr. Owen’s book. It comprised a biography of 
Mr. Owen, a history of the scheme up to the present 
time, and a statement of the advantages of the coun- 
try and the system of codperation to be adopted. 
All the elements of disorder afflicting our present de- 
fectiv System—ineluding lawyers, ministers, churches, 
boarding houses, and other evils—are to be abolished 
by the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa on Topolobampo 
bay. 

At the conclusion of the lecture Mr. Lovell was in- 
terrogated by the audience touching various things 
connected with the enterprise. It appears that the 
country is without water, wood, or coal. . Water must 
be bored for or brought thirty miles, involving the 
laying of an aqueduct; coal is one hundred miles 
away, and no railroad to it; wood is hundreds of 
miles distant inland, or it can be shipped to Topolo- 
bampo from San Francisco. On the other hand, the 
soil is extremely fertil; one crop a year—that is, dur- 
ing the wet season—is assured, and with irrigation 
four crops may be raised. 

Colonel Hinton was the first to take the platform. 
The Credit Foncier, he said, was a beautiful dream. 
He knew Colonel Owen well as a man who had tried 
to make capital in the ordinary worldly way, and had 
failed before the Topolobampo benevolent scheme 
was thought of. Colonel Hinton had been to Topo- 
lobampo and to Guaymas. The climate was exces- 
sivly hot, and the land so dry as not to be available 


for agriculture without irrigation. The cost of 
bringing the water would exhaust the capital of the 
company. The place had no resources—no back 
country. The shipping of timber from San Fran- 
cisco was out of the question, and buildings must be 
made of adobe; that is to say, mud. People going 


there must expect to face all the troubles of pioneer 


life, with the added disadvantage of a foreign coun- 
try and climate. He doubted if the colony .could 
exist six months without coming in collision with the 
tyrannical Mexican government. Colonel Hinton be- 
lieved the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa on Topolobampo 
bay to be purely impracticable. 

| Dr. Gunn said that the greatest objection to this 
Credit Foncier of Sinaloa on Topolobampo bay was 
that it contemplated a gigantic steal from the people 
of Mexico. As far as he could see, the company was 
a corporation seeking its own interests. 

Dr. Weeks told the story of the man who won the 
wager that sovereigns could not be sold for a shilling 
apiece on London bridge. The world was suspicious 
of those who offer too much for a little, and that was 
the reason the people rejected the Credit Foncier of 
Sinaloa on Topolobampo bay. Dr. Weeks was in- 
clined to think that the land theories of Henry George 
were more practieable, because there was & better 
prospect of their being realized. 


Judge Rice took the platform by invitation. He 


. Was a believer in ‘the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa on 


Topolobampo bay, though he did not ask anybody to 
go there, and did not propose to go himself. There 
was the disadvantage that the colonists would be in 
subjection to the government of Mexico, but it was 
the best place on earth for codperation, and it need- 
ed only capital to make Sinaloa the greatest country 


. . in the world. The people there are anxious to hav 


their eountry developed. The government is in 
theory a republic, and in fact a despotism, but it is as 
safe a place as the United States. The great obsta- 
cle in the way of cooperation was the fact that human 
nature needed reforming, because now it is impossi- 
ble for people to be on an equality and be happy. 
This speaker answered all the objections raised by 
the critics. E 

Mrs. Leonard suggested that the Credit Foncier of 
Sinaloa on Topolobampo bay should exist somewhere 
except on paper, and that before people are asked to 
go to Mexico something should be provided for them 
to sit down on and rest when they get there. Once 
there, the colonist must remain, because no way is 
afforded of getting home again. There is no rail- 
road, and the walking is: bad. Mrs. Leonard had 
had some experience in pioneer life, and was not 
charmed with it. It had many discomforts and a 
dearth of luxuries. The people who embarked in 
these enterprises were usually those who were not a 
success at home. | 
; Mr. Lovell, in closing the discussion, said that the 
bringing of wood from San Francisco to Mexico was 
not impossible. The people of England got their 
timber from Canada. Besides, there was a growth of 
mesquite-trees on the land granted by the government 
of Mexico to the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa on Topo- 
lobambo bay. A large colored map was displayed, 
showing the advantageous location of the proposed 
colony. Topolobampo was not as hot as Guaymas, 
nor as unhealthy, and had a better harbor. Dr. 
Gunn’s charge that the corporation intended to steal 
the land from the people of Mexico was not literally 
true, though te enterprise would not allow itself to 
be too seriously retarded on account of some possi- 
ble Indian who might be disturbed. These things 
and others were rehearsed, and then the colored map 
was furled, at which the audience dispersed and went 
out in the wide, wide world; and as the badge-pin 
man came forth he heard the echoes say, “The Credit 
Foncier of Sinaloa on Topolobampo bay.” s 

At the next meeting the venerable subject of 
* Alcohol in the Human System” will be discussed 
by several doctors. ni 
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Tux signs of material progress in Syria are re- 
counted by the Spectator in conventional phrases 
with fantastic effect. The streets of the New Jeru- 
salem are well lighted with oil lamps, and there are 
great clocks displayed in the public buildings. The 
number of dwellings has trebled during twenty-five 
years. Church bells are rung on Sundays, and 
schools are open five days inghe week. Women are 
interested in Paris fashions and copy them. ` Suburbs 
are building up rapidly, and enterprising citizens, 
doubtless, are projecting street railways and Queen 
Anne cottages.. The New Jerusalem is & compara- 
tivly clean and sweet-smelling town. No public 
nuisances such as tanneries and slaughter houses are 


` tolerated. The sanitary engineer has arisen to tell 
dreadful tales about sewer-gas and bad plumbing. 


And so it goes throughout Syria. Bethlehem rebuilt 
has paved roads and a street-cleaning brigade. 
Nazareth is given over to oil speculators, five hundred 
thousand olive-trees being planted every year in the 
surrounding district. At the foot of Mount Carmel, 
and in Joppa, there is intense activity in real estate. 


‘Ancient Shechem, where Joseph was sold, has be- 


come the joint inheritance of shoemakers and soap- 
fat men. 
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To the Liberals of America. 


The secretary of the American Secular Union will 
begin his annual lecture trip from January 1, 1887, 
to be continued throughout the year. The method 
of work thus far pursued has been unanimously in- 
dorsed by the Congress. There hav been some 
honest differences of opinion in regard to the best 
way of advancing the interests of Freethought. It 
has been decided that the main means to reach the 
minds of all the people is by pioneer lecturing and 
organizing, while in conjunction with these there 
should be distribution of Freethought literature, the 
sale of books, and the increased circulation of Free- 
thought journals. On this basis the work of the 
‘Union will be pushed more vigorously than ever. 
The aid and generosity of Robert G. Ingersoll hav 
carried us through two years of successful labor, and 
the gratitude of all Liberals is due to his magnani- 
mous cooperation. Much has been learned. Experi- 
ence is the wisest teacher. It is through unceasing 
endeavor that the best results are attained. The 
promis of the future is great. Only, however, by 
bard work, patience, and each one doing what he can 
for the general cause can national codperation be 
maintained. There must be a commonwealth of Lib- 
eralism throughout America, and this is to be 
achieved by the efforts of the Union. This is the 
representativ organization. It is through this that 
the Nine Demands will become a political influence, 
and complete justice and liberty be acquired. 

The secretary will devote himself mainly for the 
coming year to the Western field—to Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska, Col- 
orado, Wyoming, Utah, Idaho, Montana, California, 
Nevada, Oregon, and Washington territory. He de- 
sires to enter into communication with all Liberals 
who wish for lectures in their vicinity in order to 
arrange for constant work at the least expense. The 
board of directors will outline plans more fully in 
next week’s paper. The situation must be studied 
in order that the most effectiv measures may be 
adopted, and the utmost possible benefit achieved 
with the greatest economy of resources. If all those 
who are interested in the American republic, in the 
total separation of church and state, will simply join 
heart and hand in this movement for public agitation 
and progress, that which has been done will be made 
of priceless value. The masses of Liberals must 
carry forward the enterprise hereafter. This year 
will test the strength of our cause—whether it springs 
from deep conviction, or is simply a floating senti- 
ment, a side issue in the mighty march of human 
affairs. Do the Liberals of this country stand for 
the highest, the most progressiv, the most noble, 
truths and deeds of the time, and are they ready for 
a common effort in this direction to be a vital force 
in humanity; or are they simply epicureans of 
thought and feeling, daintily serving themselvs, with 
no worldwide interest? Liberalism, in what it tears 
down and in what it builds up, is indeed the sublim. 
est effort of humanity, and without doubt there are 
thousands in our land who will respond to its glori- 
ous call. 

Having achieved much, let still’ more be achieved 
in the fraternity of our sublime ideas. 

The secretary of the Union is ready for work. It 
is for the Liberals of the country to afford the oppor- 
tunity whereby through united labor the power and 
glory of freedom may be established in our political 
institutions. ; 

Address all communications hereafter to 

Samus P. Pornam, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union, 

76 E. Eleventh st., New York. 

to — ———— 


Guesses at Truth. 


Waen Moses, the alleged author of the first por- 
tion of the Bible, appears in history, China, and 
Egypt, and Babylon, and Phoenicia, and Syria had 
already enjoyed & highly advanced civilization of 
more than one thousand years’ standing, with a sacred 
literature, and with good moral precepts to guide the 
people. 


Tuer Bible is not an inspired volume, nor a revealed 
book, nay, it is not even an original book; its open- 
ing narrative are the narrativs of other and older 
Bibles, its miracles are the miracles wrought among 
other and older people, its ceremonies and institutions 
are those of older faiths, its truths had been promul- 
gated and practiced one thousand years before Abra- 
ham or Moses were ushered upon the scenes of his- 
tory. : l 


To the many the form “sacred volume” means: 
The volume given by the hands of God; and “ reve- 
lation" means: -That every word of it, from its open- 
ing to its closing page, is revealed—that parts of it 
were written by man under the immediate dictation 
by the mouth of God in audible words; other parts 
were revealed by outward visible signs, by the Urim 
and Thummim, by dreams and visions; other parts, 
again, were written under the unerring guidance of 
the divine spirit; other parts, the decalog, for in- 
stance, were written by the finger of God; that the 


oe 


prophets did not speak any words of their own; that 
they were only the instruments of God, who inspired 
them and spoke through them; that not merely the 
thoughts and words of scripture, but even the vowel 
points, were of divine origin; that in it all that man 
is ever to know is made known, and all that is not 
made known is never to be known; that all it teaches 
was never known before, nor was any of its truths 
ever revealed to any people, save the people of Is- 
rael; that there is nothing false in it, no.corruptions 
of text, no anachronisms, no conflicts—the world was 
created in six times twenty-four hours, and a luxuriant 
vegetation sprang up before a sun was yet created ; 
man was formed out of a lump of clay and woman 
out of a man’s rib; the serpent did speak, and so did 
Balaam’s ass; the different languages did originate, 
all at once, at the tower of Babel; Joshua did arrest 


the sun in his course; the waters did separate and . 


stood like two walls till about one million of people 
had passed through the gap on dry land; fire and 
lions and whale refused to consume Daniel and his 
three friends and Jonah, and Elijah ascended alive 
and unscathed to heaven in a fiery chariot. Such 
belief is childish. 

— eor 


Providence in Methodism. 


From the Denison Gazetteer. 

Bishop Galloway, in an eloquent sermon Saturday night, 
on the providence of God in Methodism, said God com- 
menced three generations back to produce a Jobn Wesley ; 
but he neglected to inform his hearers whether he attributed 
John Wesley’s denunciation of the American patriots of the 
Revolution as traitors, deserving of condign punishment at 
the hands of the tyrannical sovereign of Great Britain, to an 
*t overruling providence” or the instigation of the devil. 

John Wesley was a pronounced Tory, and wrote and 
preached against the great leaders in the cause of American 
independence. 

** The supposition that the people are the origin of power 
is every way indefensible,” he said, speaking of the origin of 

ower. 
po If your ancestors were subjects, they acknowledged a 
sovereign; if they had a right to English privileges, they 
were accountable to English laws, and had ceded to «ing and 
Parliament the power of disposing, without their consent, of 
both their lives, liberties, and properties” (Wesley’s Address 
to the American Colonies). 

“ Brethren, open your eyes! Be no longer the dupes of 
designing men. Be warned in time. . . Let us put 
away our sins, the real ground of all our calamities, which 
never will or can be thoroughly removed, till we fear God 
and honor the king” (Ibid). 

One great complaint on the part of the colonists, and 
which is set forth in such strong language in the immortal 
Declaration, was unjust taxation; but Wesley said: ''The 
supreme power in England has a legal right of levying any 
tax upon them [the colonists] for any end beneficial to the 
whole empire.” 

If Wesley could hav had his way, the necks of the people 
of the colonies would hav remained under the heel of Eng- 
land’s crafty king. John Wesley was no friend to the cause 
of American independence. He was so extremely loyal to 
home government that he adhered to the church of Eng- 
land. The Methodist Episcopal church of to-day is not the 
church of John Wesley. 


— eo 
A Screw Loose Somewhere. 
DEAOON HOLYBOY'S REMARKS AT THE PRAYER-MEETING. 
“The thought suggested to me this evening by our pastor’s 
remarks—and it is one which very often forms the subject of 
my meditations—is that we are too often, far too often, in- 
considerate of the feelings of others. We are told that we 
should consider the frailties and foibles of the aged, and this 
duty is impressed upon all of us; but are we not often 
thoughtless and unsympathetic in our intercourse with the 
young, with those dependent upon us, and whose future 
lives we are unconsciously molding by our words and our 
example? Above all, brethren, speak gently to the young. 
Strive to lead them by the silken cords of love, rather than 
by the galling chains of—er—er—slavery.” (Murmurs of 
* [gn't that beautiful!) ‘‘Speak kindly to those who are 
dependent upon you; if you hav occasion to reprove them, 
do it quietly and affectionately, and in words that will soothe 
rather than irritate, and which may sink deep into their 
hearts and bring forth abundant fruit. By a word carelessly 
spoken we may influence for, good or evil the whole life of 
another being. Think, then, how heavy is our responsibility, 
how careful we should be in our intercourse with all about 
us, especially with the young and impressionable. And by 
our actions as well as our words should we strive to influ- 
ence those who look to us for guidance. We should liv up- 
right and stainless lives; we should choose for our associates 
only the pure and noble. Let us do all this, and in the end 
it shall be said of us,” etc. 
DEACON HOLYBOY'8 REMARKS AT HIS OFFIOE THE NEXT MORNING. 
* Morning, Johnson! Where's that boy? Not here yct? 
Why, it’s nine o'clock! I'll pitch the young whelp out of 
the window when he gets here. Ah, here heis! Now then, 
boy, what hav you got to say for yourself? Grandmother 
sick? What in thunder is your grandmother tome? Now 


look here, you cub, don’t you imagin that I take any stock ' 


in that yarn. Johnson, dock him twenty-five cents; if he 
tries it again PH discharge him. No, we don’t want any 
matches, and if you show your face in here again I'll kick 
you out. Ah, Mr. Slocum, how are you? When did you 
come down from Windy Hollow? Well, you came at the 
right time, for prices are "way down, and we'll expect to sell 
you a nice little bill of goods. But lets go out and hava 
little something together for old acquaintance sake. And, 
by the by, I’ve got a couple of tickets for the theater to- 
night, and you must go with me. Burlesque show—lots of 
pretty women, and all that sort of thing. Ha! ha! ha! 
After the performance I'll show you round a little. But 
come on! Johnson, if anyone calls while I’m out tell them 
Il be back in half an hour. And Johnson, if the Rev. Mr. 
Litewate calls, say you don’t know when I'll be in, but that 
I'lsee him at the conference-meeting to-night if Iam not 
detained too late at the offloe."— Tid-Bits, ` 


` 
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Communications. 


Can Theism be Maintained by Science and 
Reason ? 

The doctrin of a God is just in this position, that hereto- 

` fore it has been accepted npon authority—upon the same 

authority as that upon which the most preposterous fables 

hav been given out as solid truth. That authority is dis- 

credited, and among the intelligent classes is becoming more 

so from: day to day. It has now to maintain itself in the 

open field of philosophy.— W. D. LeSeur, B. A., in Septem- 
ber Popular Science Monthly. . 

This being the true state of affairs in the the- 
ologieal world to-day, the paramount question to 
. be settled, and embracing a liquidation of all minor 
&nd associate topies, is the one proposed by the 
learned writer quoted and now respectfully submitted 
to the Rev. C. S. Blackwell and other ambitious 
polemicists, namely: Can theology maintain itself 
philosophically and without a Bible? In other 
words, Is Theism true and based upon fact? For 
what is the use, now that the Bible authority is dis- 
carded, to base an argument upon an assumption 
which as yet has never been sustained by science and 
philosophy ? 

WHAT IS THEISM? 

While it will be cheerfully conceded that many 
good men and women devoutly believe in God, yet 
it is a well-known fact that all ignorant persons, 
races, and tribes are likewise abject Theists. In fact, 
in like proportion that their intellect is crude and ap- 
proaches a negativ or inactiv condition of mind, is 
their belief in a God devout and intense. And this 
universality of Theism, which has often been used as 
an argument in its support, may easily be accounted 
for by the universal ignorance existing among all 
races and tribes in the past. Like causes ever pro- 
ducing like effects, it seems but natural that the 
causes which led one ignorant nation to solve the 
problems of existence by assuming a personal God. 
very like a man, who miraculously created it all a few 
years previous from nothing, should lead all other 
ignorant nations to seek a similar explanation beyond 
the clouds also, and thus, with one brilliant swoop of 
diplomacy, explain all and establish the, to the pres- 
ent day, very profitable and comfortable order of 
priesthood. 

The origin and basis, then, of Theism is ignorance 
and assumption. Science, knowledge, fact, truth, 
reason, and logic all repudiate and lead away from it. 
The colossal intellect of a Humboldt denying a God 
goes further to prove that there is no such a being 
than the unanimous testimony and instinct of mill- 
ions of savages, and as many more of the average 
civilized, who loudly affirm that a God does exist. 
On the principle that a nought is nothing, and a mill- 
ion noughts do not comprise a unit, so all the intel- 
lectual noughts in the world combined do not aggre- 
gate to the lofty degree of wisdom and knowledge 
of a Humboldt or a Spencer. 

As long as the Christian world resignedly bowed 

.to the authority of the Bible, aud this was univers- 
ally acknowledged to be sacred and infallible, a belief 
in God was natural and possible; but when Beecher, 
following in the footsteps of modern scientists, re- 
pudiated the first dogma of that ancient record, and 
when Professor Swing, Dr. Thomas, Minot J. Savage, 
and a host of others of the most brilliant minds in 
the church, then boldly assumed the role of icon- 
oclasts, and peremptorily consigned to realms of fic- 
tion many others of the most vital dogmas of a here- 
tofore acknowledged divine revelation, the work of 
destruction was complete. God was dethroned, 
authority annihilated, and a godless, but infinit and 
eternal universe, containing within itself all the po- 
tencies of life and order, duly established. For the 
authority of tradition, of Moses, Luke, and John, 
our leading divines, and a vast majority of our most 
intellectual men and wómen, composing their brill- 
iant congregations, hav accepted a gospel according 
to Beecher, Swing, Thomas, and, I may add, Tom, 
Dick, and Harry, supposed to be a “ new theology,” 
and based upon science and reason. 

Original and authoritativ Bible theology, there- 
fore, having been repudiated by our best thinkers in 
the pulpit, as well as by a vast majority of the best 
minds among the laity, and to-day being upheld only 
by the more ignorant of the Moody school, the fol- 
lowers of “the two Sams,” and those intelligent be- 
lievers unwilling to reason and to investigate the 
matter for themselvs, the question “Can Theism be 
maintained by science and reason?” becomes one of 
utmost importance, and requires the immediate atten- 
tion of all lovers of truth, in view of a speedy settle- 
ment. 

THE GLORY OF THE UNIVERSE PROCLAIMS " THERE IS NO 
| Gop !” 

When Galileo invented the first telescope, he un- 
consciously constructed the instrument of death that 
annihilated the ancient and mythical God. While 
the world was still in blissful ignorance concerning 
the grandeur, magnitude, and true aspect of the uni- 


verse, when the popular and only idea of nature was. 


that derived from the first pages of Genesis, then, 
indeed, it seemed reasonable to accept the hypothesis 


'sidé, or greater than it. 


| of a creator and ruler of the world. But when 


science, with its increased power of vision, and its 
newly-discovered facts, proclaimed an entirely new 
aspect of nature; when, instead of a limited and sta- 
tionary world, and a few lights made solely for its 
special benefit, an infinit aggregation of worlds and 
suns and systems, all moving in spontaneous har- 
mony and order by the laws of their own being, were 
revealed to their amazed vision, then, indeed, the 
idea of, and faith in, a limited personal God, similar 
to man, had to vanish’ The glory, august magnifi- 
cence, andinfinitude of nature, absolutely banish a God, 
and make impossible anything beyond, beside, out- 
The universe is so vast, so 
grand, so absolute, so self-evidently complete, eter- 
nal, and self-existing, that anything outside, previous, 
or greater than it is an intellectual mockery. 
REASON AND LOGIC PROVE THERE IS NO GOD. 


Among the postulates of science which are estab- 
lished with axiomatic certainty are the eternity of 
time, the infinitude of space, and the eternity and in- 
finitude of matter filling all space. There never was 
or could hav been a particular period of time in the 
past, no matter how far back we permit our imagina- 
tion to carry us, that was not preceded by an eter- 
nity of time. There can be no particular point or 
place in space, no matter how vast the distance con- 
ceived, not bounded by infinit space beyond. There 
can be no limit to matter in unlimited space, because, 
no matter how vast the immense aggregation of mat- 
ter, or how numerous the existing worlds, suns, and 
systems, any particular number, if limited, these and 
the space occupied by them would not be as one to 
countless millions in comparison to the space not oc- 
cupied by anything. In such a case the aspect of 
the universe would be infinit vacuum, with compara- 
tivly but one insignificant point in space occupied by 
matter—a natural impossibility. But science, reason- 
ing from analogy, and adjusting its telescopes to 
sweep through the realms of space radiating in every 
direction, concludes that here, and there, and every- 
where, as far as the most magnificent achievements 
of telescopic art.can penetrate, are spread before us 
countless systems of planets, all working in grand 
harmony, and that therefore we are torced to the as- 
sumption that if the lenses could be transferred to 
the farthest discernible star, and again penetrate 
those vast distances, new worlds in countless repeti- 
tion would again greet our dazzled view. Therefore, 
knowing all space to be filled with moving bodies as 
far as we can discover, the conclusion is forced upon 
us that, ever and ever beyond, the genera] aspect of 
the universe is the same. 

Again, the philosopher, knowing the natural har- 
mony and order surrounding. him to exist to-day, 
logically concludes that harmony and order are eternal 
also. Worlds, suns, and systems evolve from pre- 
existing chaos and nebule, progress to conditions of 
life and beauty, exist for the very short period of 
only a few millions of years, then again disintegrate 
and go back to their original elements, immediately 
to commence the evoluting process over again, thus 
perpetuating nature forever. Eternal change of the 
finite, eternal state quo for the infinit. If at any 
time, generally supposed to hav preceded a so-called 
beginning, all had been naught, or chaos, all would 
be precisely in the same condition now. Because 
what matter (or God) could or did not create during 
the eternity preceding this assumed beginning, it, 
or he, would or could never create. Existing to-day, 
this, then, proves absolutely and beyond a doubt that 
the universe (not the world) has always existed, and 
assuming shape and evolving into worlds and planets 
to-day proves that infinit matter has always assumed 
similar shape forever in the dim vista of beginning- 
less time, and that consequently there is no begin- 
ning, and no need of a creator. 

Beginning, end, progress, are attributes only of the 
finite—never of the infinit. Having at any particular 
period of time, even ten thousand of million of ages 
ago, had already an eternity of time preceding it and to 
accomplish any eventual and possible result, it- be- 
comes self-evident that what the universe has 
evolved, or rather manifested, at the present time it 
also had manifested countless cycles of ages ago; be- 
cause what it could not manifest during the eternity 
preceding any specific time, it, of course, would never 
produce. 

CAN WE BY ANALOGY PROVE A GOD? 


All science is Atheistic, and all reason rejects a 
God. Whatever is an object of knowledge, whatever 
has outline and form, whatever is tangible and real, 
whatever can be seen, discovered with our telescopes 
or microscopes, or recognized by our senses, the in- 
finitly large or small, the far or near—whatever can 
be resolved into original element, or contains com 
ponent parts—whatever we can comprehend, under- 
stand, weigh, analyze, feel, hear, etc.—all this is not 
God, but some part or attribute of a natural product. 
The sum tota! of all existence is natural and belongs 
to the material universe; all beyond this, which is 
naught—this is God. All, everything, is not God; 
nothing is God. The champion of the *new 
theology," who has discarded snake and fish stories, 


still clings to the old or postulates a new God in his 


own image, because he fails to account for the ex- 
istence of nature and man. To explain existing 
mysteries he, like his ape brothers thousands of 
years ago, flies to realms invisible, and there creates 
an infinitly greater mystery, and blardly assumes 
that now the lesser mystery is solved, ignoring en- 
tirely, and not pretending to unravel, the greater 
mystery of his own creating. Not being a part and 
portion of visible nature, he is satisfied with his pro- 
found coup d'état, and prides himself as being so 
much wiser and more rational than his less evoluted 
(but more honest) brother. If, however, perchance, 
this, his identical God, should materialize, and walk 
the earth, and become a part of actual existence, he 
would instantly repudiate him also as not possessing 
qualities of self-existence or of a creature evolved from 
tower forms, and immediately again fly.off into realms 
of nothing, and there from nothing postulate another 
God. 

- God, by virtue of his being, must be intangible, in 
visible, and absolutely beyond knowledge, or he ceases 


to bea God. AIl subject to explanation and proof: 


is not now and never can be a God. 
IS THE IDEA OF GOD THINKABLE? 

It being scientifically demonstrated that the uni- 
verse is infinit and eternal, it becomes self-evident 
that it never was created, and that nothing superior 
to it can exist beside or outside of it. Two infinits 
being impossible, consequently a creator is not 
needed. The sciences of physics and chemistry 
also establish the fact that whatever effect is pro- 
duced is the result of causes inherent in matter and 
natural agencies, and that consequently a God is not 
needed in the economy of nature. Then, again, a 
God implies limit, outline, form, and such a limited 
God could not possibly be a factor to create and rule 
an unlimited universe. Then, intelligence is strictly 
an attribute, and known to exist only as a function 
of animal organism. This necessitates brain, nervous 
system, and all theotber organs of the average beast. 
But animal organism, in the most extreme case, could 
not possibly extend over twenty, or, to imagin an ex- 
treme giant, over a thousand feet. But what agency 
ean even such a giant be in relation to this world, 
with the physieal impossibility staring him in the 
face that he could not possibly get beyond our at- 
mosphere and liv? But if not physical, in the 
image of man, and like one once said to hav * walked 
in the garden," as originally defined in Genesis, what, 
then, is God? Hav not Rubens, Angelo, and Kaul- 
bach all presented him with & mantle to cover his 
nakedness ? 

It won't do! . When the church reasons and the 
people think, theology must fall. 


WHAT IS ATHEISM ? 

Atheism is Naturalism, Materialism, Realism, Pos- 
itivism. It adores and venerates the actual, the 
real, the true, the good, the beautiful, and the lovely. 
For a basis it has the universe, the sum total of all 
existence; and, instead of a four-limbed creator or a 
being of air, it has the life and potencies pervading 
each atom. To this all-pervading force, filling infinit 
space and each particle of matter, it traces all phe- 
nomena, and thus, instead of vastly increasing existing 
mysteries, by adding a mythical creator, it reduces 
and solves them as far as possible. It bows only at 
the shrine of science, philosophy, music, art, nature, 
and at the feet of noble men and women. Prompted 
only by earnest love of truth, it sttuggles faithfully 
to dethrone a monstrous tyrant in the sky, and to 
elevate man to the highest rank attainable by living 
creatures. This throne will be supported, not by 
bayoneis, guns, or dynamite, but by science, reason, 
liberty, justice, charity, and fraternity. Its mission 
is to annihilate all evil and to retain and support all 
that is needed to better the condition of mankind 
during life. It will teach a morality more emphatic, 
more absolute, and more practically reformatory than 
that taught by the church. 

Atheism is born of honesty, and ever associated 
with ‘superior intellectual. endowment, mental re- 
search, and moral heroism. No motiv is thinkable 
why a man should pronounce himself an Atheist if 
not the necessary result of honest thought and strug- 
gle—unlike the church, which indirectly offers im- 
mense premiums for memberships and hypocrisy. It 
requires no intellectual effort to be or remain a 
Christian. 
our religion as we inherit our nationality, sex, or Jan- 
guage. If we never think a thought, we remain 
Christians; but to renounce the beliefs of our fathers 
requires labor, study, courage, and an unflinching 
determination to attain truth and nothing but truth, 
regardless of sacrifices. 

Theism is crushing, humiliating; resisting all cult- 
ure or intellectual advancement, it progresses only 
when forced to by the onward march of a scientific 
Atheism. Civilization advances in ‘spite, never on ac- 
count, of it. 
mands abject submission to the dictates of the priest- 
hood. You must submit blindly, believe blindly, and 
pay out your money blindly; in short, giv up your 
body and mind resignedly—not to God but to the 
priest. I am ready, and now cheerfully offer my last 
dollar to Christ or to God, and will cheerfully kneel 


We are dorn so, and inherit and retain | 


It inearcerates the intellect andede- - 


dowh and worship them, if they will otily reveal them- 
BSelvs. But as yet they hav not asked me. Öne 
good man and two good ladies ashed me to-day to 
. ontribute to their respectiv churches—this i$ as 
Gloss & view as I ever get of Christ. But not onë 
dollar ever reaches Christ or God; it all goes into 
the spacious pockets of the priest ad the church. 
On the other hand, Atheism is ennobling, élevat- 
ing, exhilarating. It lifts a man up in his own esti- 
mation and endues him with new life and vigor. 
From a poor, wretched serf whom the Lord could 
extinguish at any moment as a man can a fly, he is 
` 'eXalted to the throne of a king. He knows and ac 
Iuosiedges Ho otie superior or above him, but is only 
subject to the immutable and ever just laws of nat- 
ure, which ever kindly wari bit to do right, be 
virtuous, and a life of happiness will be his certain 
reward. The terrible hallucination which is fostered 
. by all churches, that some superhuman agencies in 
air control his fate. and which crushes down and the 
haunts all true Christians every moment of their 
: life, has vanished, and his journey through life and to 
_ death will be serene and content. Orro Weristen. 


Freethoiight in England. 

re Y.—FREÉTHOUGHT IN THE CHURCH.. 

Your readérs tire doubtless aware that the author- 
ized version of the Old and New Testament in recent 
years has undergone revision, and those who hav not 
read the revised version cannot be certain. whether 
they believe it or not. Now, thousands of Christians 
are in this predicament. They know what Christian- 
ity was years ago when they got their beliefs from 
the old version with the assistance of their spiritual 

' pastors and masters; but what it is to-day, amid the 
confusing declarations of the parsons and the more 
liberal minded ‘free-lance kind of members of the 


church, they are altogether unable to determin.. 


Moreover, they are too lazy or apathetic to read the 
new version and judge for themselvs. A week or two 
ago a majority of members of the Congregational 
Union decided not to invite the Rev. Henry Ward 
Beecher to address their meetings at Norwich because 
the American theologian was not orthodox enough in 
his views. What this divine’s views are your readers 
probably know better than I can tell them.. Over 
here, however, he is credited with disbelieving in the 
so-called science of the Bible; in the rib story, the fall, 
and in the flood; in the tower of Babel, and in many 
of the Bible miracles; but I am sure he does-not go 
half so far as many clergymen of the Church of Eng- 
land it has been my pleasure to meet. 

. The late Bishop Colenso went as far as repudiating 
the Pentateuch altogether. With a fine, clear vision, 
he saw through the follies and absurdities of the 
Jewish writings; as & scholar he detected the errore 
at once, and as an honest man he proclaimed them 
to the world. 

A short time ago it was my pleasure to meet in dis- 
cussion at Northampton the Rev. Prof. John Symes, 
of Nottingham. I found this gentleman a greater 
heretic than the late bishop of Natal Among hi- 
declarations, in defending himself against my attacks, 
he said that no council of the church had ever author- 
itativly affirmed the doctrin of the inspiration of the 
Bible. Moses, or whoever wrote the Pentateuch, in 
his view, was inspired, but Shakspere was more so, 
and so were Milton and Darwin. Indeed, he regarded 
Darwin as a greater authority on the “Descent of 
Man” than Moses; for the latter merely wrote up to 
the exact measure of his knowledge—which was very 
limited, as he lived in an ignorant and barbaric age, 
and his work necessarily revealed the ignorance and 

' barbarism of the times. 

Nor would the reverend professor defend the mo- 
rality of the Old Testament. This he regarded as 
the best morality possible in such an age as that in 
which it prevailed. 

Farther, he was prepared to say that he did not 
believe in the miracles of either Old or New Testa- 
ment—save two—the miraculous birth and the resur- 
rection of Christ—and these only when I pressed 
him to define in what sense ‘he could describe him- 
self as a Christian, and further in what way he differ. 
entiated himself from a Secularist who admired Christ 
as a man and who was prompted from that admira- 
tion to call himself a follower of the Nazarene. 

In all conscience, the church is broadening, and 
Christianity is becoming the vaguest of religions, 
when it can admit such a clergyman as- Professor 
Symes within its fold. 

In another discussion, Canon Shuttleworth (a minor 
canon of St. Paul's cathedral) admitted not only that 
animals “ may possess immortal souls, but vegetables 
too.” Might we not well exclaim, O wise theologian! 
verily thy creed is as plastic as a nose of wax? Fancy 
an immortal cabbage! or an everlasting carrot! Ah! 
but perhaps after all the divine only meant that mat- 
ter was indestructible, and that therefore there is an 
immortality for every particle of matter in the uni- 
verse. But Shakspere made Hamlet proclaim that 
long before Canon Shuttleworth was born, and Greek 
philosophers affirmed it before Christ was heard of. 
The prince of Denmark well expressed it: 

"Imperial Cæsar; dead-and turned-to clay; - 

. Might.stop a ole to.keep the Wind away. 
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Oh, that the earth which kept the world in awe . 
Should pateh a wall i! expel the winter’s flaw! 

But if Canon Shuttleworth really believes in thein- 
destructibility of matter, logically, he ought to giv up 
his belief in the creation of the universe by God, forisit 
not rational to conclude that that which is indestruct- 
ible could never hay begun to be—ergo, matter is eter- 
nal? And when it is remembered that the same qual- 
ity belongs to force as to matter, we hav. the 
possible potentiality from which all phenomena 
might result, as Tyndall once observed, “ without the 
meddling of the Gods.” 

Another bold, heretical parson, in many respects 
the bravest of them all, is the Rev. Stewart. W. 
Headlam. He calls himself a * Christian Socialist.” 
He is a “ Land Nationalizer” and “ Malthusian;” he 
has identified himself with many of the movements 
led by Bradlaugh, believes in the drama, and often 
descants on the grace and skill with which the ladies 
of the ballet comport themselvs on the boards at the 
Alhambra, much to the disgust and dismay of many 
of his Christian brethren. Several years ago he got 
into disgrace with his brothers of the cloth at Beth- 
nal Green because he said from the pulpit that a 
certain musie hall vocalist was more popular among 
the masses than tbe bishop of London. 

It was & fact, but it lost him his berth as curate; 
he subsequently lost à similar position because of his 
pronounced Radicalism. But, while the clergy and 
the bigots generally do not like Mr. Headlam, the 
people admire his courage, and giv him generous 
support. 

On the .whole, I find quite as much liberality of 


| thought among the clergy of the Church of England 


as among dissenting bodies, except, of course, the 
Unitarians. Many of the latter, however, are ex- 
ceedingly liberal, especially in the provinces. At 
Huddersfield I once heard & Unitarian minister de- 
liver a sermon on “The Peace of God,” which went 
as far as Mr. Savage in your own country. 

There are plenty of Agnostics here, however, who 
would be glad to listen often to such men as these, 
men who are true Freethinkers, but who still cling to 
a few fascinating words, even though they fail to con- 
vey any definit meaning. Some of the most ad- 
vanced Unitarians go as far as Agnosticism, but they 
imagin there is some utility in the forms and cere- 
monies of religion, and to these they pay a servil 
homage.as senseless as that shown by the rudest 
barbarian toward his fetiches. 

From Unitarianism to pure Theism, and from this 
to Positivism, and from Positivism to absolute ag- 
gressiv Freethought, are only short steps, and they 
are steps which clear and courageous thinkers are 
sure to take sooner or later. Remove the anthro- 
pomorphie conception of deity from the human mind, 
and what remains? Nothing but nature, the eternal, 
the limitless, the one existence. Bishop Butler’s ar- 
gument against the God of Deism is unanswerable; 
the God of nature he demonstrates to be quite as 
wicked, cruel, and unjust as the God of so-called 
revelation. For Nature is neither good nor bad. 
She regardeth no man. She mows down the good 
and bad alike indifferently. All men she kills once, 
and sometimes by the most painful of processes—by 
earthquakes, famins, disease, war, starvation, and by 
a hundred other insidious modes which no being of 
infinit wisdom and goodness could possibly hav de- 
vised. The Theist may talk of the “Infinit Spirit,” 
the Pantheist of the “ Eternal Essence," the Agnos- 
tic of the “ Great Unknowable,” and Matthew Arnold 
of the “Indefinable Something” that is “making 
after righteousness,” but they are all using meaning- 
less terms, which express nothing but the limit of 
man’s knowledge of nature. 

No doubt, it is & praiseworthy thing for philos- 
ophers to coin such phrases; it shows, at least, that 
they are anxious to make fine distinctions. 

But, do what he will, man cannot get beyond nat- 
ure, and it were infinitly wiser for him to study nat- 
ure’s modes—to Jearn to conquer her destructiv 
forces, and to devote his best energies to such work 
the utility of which can be tested in this world, 
whether there is another or not—than to bother him- 
self unceasingly with a problematical being, about 
whose existence he now knows that nothing whatever 
can be known. AnrHUR B. Moss. 

—— 3 .— ————— 


The Talmud. 


The composition of the Babylonian Talmud covers 
a period of a thousand years, from the time of the 
captivity until about 500 a.p». The Jerusalem Tal- 
mud was completed more than a hundred years 
earlier. The first complete edition of the two was 
printed at Venice in 1520-1523—the Babylonian in 
twelve folio volumes, the Jerusalem in one. 

For more than a thousand years, to wit, from A.D. 
553 until 1599, the church denounced the damnable 
work, and in the fifty years prior to 1599 it was 
burnt in mass no less than six times by order of the 
popes. Pius IV. (1555-1559) permitted a new edition 
to.be published only on an express stipulation that 
the name Talmud, on the title page, should be ex- 
punged. 


The third edition, 1578, exhibits Some curious ex-| 
amples of Catholic censorship. Fearing that certain 


names, for example, Rome, capitol, and Jupiter, 
meant ‘Christian, Vatican, and pope, those words 
were changed so as to refer to other countries; conse- 
quently the Hebrew writer was made to indicate the 
capitol of Persia, and Jupiter of Aram or of Babel. 
And lest, under the guise of gentile, only Christian 
should be understood, that word was changed to 
Egyptian, Aramaen, Amelekite, Arab, Negro, eto. 
One of the renowned champions for the preserva- 
tion of the Talmud was Johann Reuchlin, professor 
of Hebrew and Greek at Tuebingen. For the noble 
stand he took against the burning of Hebrew litera- 
ture he endured much persecution. Forty-seven 


councils of the theological faculty at Paris were held. 


solely to condemn him. But he was upheld by sev- 
eral German princes, and the result was that two 
years before his death the Talmud was saved from 
burning. This was in 1520. In the same year the 
first volume of the complete Talmud was published, 
and in the same year the bull of the pope was burnt 
by Martin Luther. 

The Talmud consists of two parts—the Mishna 
and the. Gemara. The Mishna is a collection of 
ordinances. rules, and interpretations given by 
various rabbis from the date of the founding of the 
second temple, about 400 so. to a.D. 200. These 
were collected in the year 219 by Rabbi Jehuda the 
Holy, at Tiberias, on the Sea of Galilee. “Many of 
the rabbis whose sayings are recorded in the Mishna,” 
says the Rev. S. Baring-Gould, “lived in the time of 
our Lord or shortly after, and yet not the smallest 
reference is made to the teaching of Jesus, nor even 
any allusion to him personally. Although the 
Mishna was drawn up beside the sea of Galilee, at 
Tiberias, near where Jesus lived and wrought 
miracles and taught, neither he nor his followers are 
mentioned once in the Mishna. . . . Jehuda 
the Holy says.not a word about Christ or Chris- 
tianity.” 

The learned author above quoted makes an 
elaborate, but, in our judgment, a futil attempt to 
account for the silence of the Mishna and of the con- 
temporary writers, Josephus and Justus, of Tiberius, 
concerning Christ and Christianity. We say futil 
because there was no Christ crucified under Pontius 
Pilate, but a Jesus was stoned and hanged about a 
hundred years before, as the Rev. S. Baring-Gould 
himself abundantly proves by translating numerous 
passages from the Gemara. Indeed, he distinctly 
concedes that “the date of the Talmudic Jesus is 
something like a century earlier than that of Jesus of 
the gospels,” and says that “learned Jewish writers 
hav emphatically denied that the Jeshu of the 
Talmud is the Jesus of the gospels.” 

The Talmudic Jesus was stoned and hanged on 
the day before the Passover, not on the holy Pass- 
over day as the blundering synoptic gospels describe 
the crucifixion. ANTICHRIST. 

+e 
Mr. Bowman’s Epigrams. 


Politics, like religion, has become a hereditary dis- 
ease. Truly has it been said that the iniquities of 
the fathers are visited upon the sons. 

Of two evils, a person should choose neither and 
vote the labor ticket. 

A man had better lose his vote by voting the labor 
ticket than his character by voting against it. 

Democrats always tell how much the Republicans 
hav stolen, but never say how much they would like 
to steal themselvs. 

Politicians, instead of doing something for their 
country, want their country to do something for 
them. 

They tell us that a poor man must hav a poor 
opinion. 

They tell us that the laboring men hav no right to 
complain, but we will complain so long as a dishonest 
rich man is thought more of than an honest poor 
man and vice in silk is thought more of than virtue 
in rags. 

À man with no money has no rights. 

Party rule is the reigning curse of the age. 

The big party says to the little people, **You must 
vote for my man, or not vote at all. We hope, at 
least, that we will hav a chance to vote for Henry 
George for the next president of the United States. 
And if merit can ever be rewarded, he will be elected. 

In Washington territory we feel proud that women 
hav a right to vote, and the first thing the men know 
in the East, the women will all come to this territory. 

Oakville, W. T. GzonaE W. Bowman. 

————_—— m 

Dr. H. Grarran Guiness has refused to debate at 
Melbourne with Joseph Symes. The leading men in 
the city dissuaded him from making a fool of himself, 
or rather being made a fool of by “that cunning In- 
fidel.” We presume this Grattan Guinness is the 
gentleman who organized that famous ticket-meeting 
at Exeter Hail against “ Bradlaugh.” It wasn't very 
successful after all, and Grattan Guinness seems to 
carry, his ill luck about with him.—Zondon Free- 
thinker. i 

———— 93 .— ———— 
SEND to Tax Troura Seeger office for a catalog of 
the books we hav for sale. The_catalog is free, 


760 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, NOVEMBER 27, 1886. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. 


E. M. MACDONALD, - - Editor. 
C. P. SoMERBY, - - Eae Manager. 
' PUBLISHED BY 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 
88 CLINTON PLACE, NEW YORK. 


PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY AT $3.00 PER YEAR. 


Address all Communications to THE TRUTH SHEKER 


COMPANY. Make all Drafts, Checks, Post.office and Ez- 
press Money Orders payableto CHARLES P. SOMERBY. 


SATURDAY, - - - NOVEMBER 27, 1886. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 


Single subscription.............. esee cerent 
One subscription two years, in advance m 
Two uew subscribers....... vus ses stone nobseseanesdcsseeke ies 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in one re- 


vcro NR . 8500 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one 
Temlittanoe .: veces vae ree et eee prona e eere ono ce rne ege ana 7 00 
One snbscription with three new subscribers, in one 
remittance ........eeeeeeeeeeee enne eene trennen 8 50 
One subscription with four new subscribers, in one 
Moni "— — oS eras 10 00 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably 
f with one remittance. 


Episcopalianism Going Backward. 


The Episcopal “House of Bishops” has issued a 
pastoral letter to the churches significant for its con- 
servativ and retrogressiv tendencies.: Like all church 
authorities the bishops first deplore the fact that the 
world is not yet in heaven, but living as though the 
earthly life is all it expects to know; after which they 
lay down rules for the guidance and governance of 
such people as are foolish enough to obey them. It 
is these rules which render the document significant. 

Episcopalianism is generally regarded as a free-and- 
easy kind of sectarianism, not requiring much of its 
believers. The Thirty-Nine Articles form such a 
terrific creed that no one in these days expects to be- 
lieve them. Like some ancient laws, they are so an- 
achronistic that they cannot be enforced. But here 
come the bishops with a pastoral letter, almost 
Roman Catholic in the severity of its religious de- 
mands. Wealth, and ease, and comfort are de- 
nounced; what the church calls worldliness, but 
which is only another name for contempt of theology 
and theologians, is especially deplored, and modern 
civilization is pointed to as dangerous. Infidelity, of 
course, comes in for its share of condemnation, and 
its cause is traced tọ “ the enlargement of knowledge, 
scientific discoveries, activity of the press, fearless 
speculation, and facility of propounding and urging 
the wildest theories.” This is the Infidelity that 
“seeks to subvert men’s faith in the word of God, 
declaims against the institutions of Christianity, and 
ventures to question the very existence of the Lord 
God Omnipotent.” Another kind of Infidelity is 
“ the insidious, lurking foe, creeping into our schools, 
colleges, and homes, infecting to a large extent the 
literature of the day, and spreading its latent poison 
in many unsuspected ways.” Again, the church is 
troubled by the pernicious activity of the. women. 
The bishops say: 

“ That household religion and morality hav changed, and 
are still changing, for the worse, is recognized by all Chris- 
tian people as one of the dark omens of the time. The 
causes are not far to seek. Two theories starting from op- 
posit premises, but both alike the product of the antichris- 
tian and secular tendency of the day, hav been eating like 
moth and rust into the domestic conscience, and thus sap- 
ping the very foundations of home life. The one theory de- 
clares the individual to be the supreme unit of society, and 
80 demands for every individual complete and equal freedom. 
It affirms all discriminating legislation based upon differences 
of sex tobe degrading and tyrannical. It teaches that, as the 
only ground of marriage is the consent of the contracting 
parties, so the continuance of marriage is rightfully depen- 
dent on the circumstance of mutual agreement. It declares 
that any other view of marriage converts it into the worst 
bondage known to ourlaw. Admitting no power, or privi- 
lege or disability in one sex not common to the other, and 
claiming for woman an absolute control over her patrimony 
and acquisitions, as Well as over her person, it does not hesi- 
tate to affirm as one of its ultimate dogmas that there is ‘no 
more reason why the Woman should take her husband’s name 
in marriage than why he should take hers.’ ? 

That women should presume to think that the law 
ought not to discriminate against them simply be- 
cause they are women, and that a woman is as much 


an individual as her husband, is regarded by the 
bishops as exceedingly sinful, and contrary to the 
“ Christian law of the household.” The first call of 
the church, say they, is to build up the family anew 
upon the foundations originally built of God, and 
this household must determin legislation of the state 
which affects the well-being of the family. That is 
to say, the family of to-day must conform to that of 
centuries ago, woman must take the place accorded 
her by Paul, and the state must legislate to keep both 
the family and the woman in their proper places. 
The idea of the church is that the family, not the 
individual, is the unit of society, and this unit is rep- 
resented by the man. Women and children belong 
to their husbands and fathers. This revives the 
patriarchial system, and pleases God who instituted it. 

Another complaint of the church is that education 
is being taken from the hands of the church—that 
public opinion has lapsed into the perilous heresy of 
modern Secularism, that public schools can best do 
their proper work when giving no religious teaching 
whatever. This opinion of the public the bishops 
unsparingly condemn. 

There are other incidental sources of grief to the 
bishops, but the foregoing are the great trials of. the 
church. To overcome the enemy the bishops urge 
“those over whom the Lord has made us shepherds 
to giv personal efforts to stay this flood of Infidelity 
which is sweeping over our land.” For the sake of 
accomplishing this work, the church calls upon all 
Christian sects to unite, and offers as a basis of union 
the Nicene Creed, the two divine sacraments, the 
open Bible, and that apostolic order which is the 
witness and keeper of these to the end of time. 
This apostolic order being Episcopalianism, it may be 
parenthetically noted that the offer of union is upon 
the condition that all Christians become Episcopal- 
ians. This is not an original utterance. Every sect 
is willing to hav union when every other sect joins its 
church. i 

From the foregoing it may be seen that another 
body of sectarians are turning their faces toward 
Rome. In England this movement has been noticed 
for several years. Various English rectors hav been 
tried for extreme ritualistic practices, and some of 
them hav gone so far as to institute the. confessional. 
American rectors hav been less rash. This pastoral 
letter, however, expresses opinions and sentiments 
identical with Roman Catholicism, and goes to show 
that the ultimate division of the civilized world into 
Roman Catholics and Infidels has drawn one step 


nearer. 
———— — —9-9-99————— —— 


Andover and Girard. 


Five Andover Theological Seminary professors are 
to be tried by the Andover Seminary Board of Vis- 
itors for breach of trust, inasmuch as they hav 
publicly taught that the heathen who never heard of 
Christ may hav a time of probation after death, in 
which to learn the glories of Christism, and get into 


the fold. 


The charge that this unsubstantiated notion is a 
breach of trust is founded upon the following ex- 
tracts from the constitution and creed of the sem- 
inary: 

t Evéry professor shall be a man of sound and orthodox 
principles in Divinity, according to that form of sound 
words or system of evangelical doctrins drawn from the 
scriptures, and. denominated the Westminster Assembly’s 
Shorter Catechism ” (Constitution, Art. xi). 


The creed declares: 


** That Adam, the federal head and representativ of the 
human race, was placed ina state of probation, and that, in 
consequence of his disobedience, all his descendants were 
constituted sinners; that by nature every man is personally 
depraved, destitute of holiness, unlike and opposed to God, 
and that previously to the renewing agency of the divine 
Spirit all his moral actions are averse to the character and 
glory of God; that, being morally incapable of recovering 
the image of his creator, which was lost in Adam, every 
man is justly exposed to eternal damnation, so that except a 
man be born again he cannot see the kingdom of God; that 
God, of his mere good pleasure, from all eternity, eleeted 
some to everlasting life, and that he entcred into a covenant 
of grace to deliver them out of this state of sin and misery 
by a redeemer; that perseverance in holiness is the 
only method of making our calling &nd election sure; that 
they Who are effectually called do in this life partake of justi- 
fication, adoption, and sanctification, and the several benefits 
which do either accompany or flow from them; that the 
souls of believers are, at their death, made perfect in holi- 
ness, and do immediately pass into glory, but that the wicked 
will awake to shame and everlasting contempt, and with dev- 
ils be plunged into the lake that burneth with fire and brim- 
stone forever and ever." 


Congregationalism is religion fossilized, : and the 


fossil is jealous of a new thought. No matter that 
the new thought is as absurd and unprovable as the 
old dogmas are cruel, the fossil wants none of it. 
Growth of itself is heresy; expansion is theologic- 
ally criminal. A fossil never grows; only live 
things like flowers grow. And why, ask the Congre- 
gational relics of Andover, should anyone else get a 
new idea? A Collection of Fossils, therefore, will 
“try” the new growth. l 

Who, nowadays, believes this creed? Who accepts 
“ Adam” as the head and representativ of the race? 
What misanthropist so sour'as to affirm that by 
nature every human being is. personally depraved, 
and justly exposed to eternal damnation? Who so 
thickheaded as to believe that foreordination, elec- 


tion, justification, adoption, and sanctification are the - 


* open sesame” to heaven? Who ‘is there so lost to 
all feelings of mercy and humanity as to affirm that a 
good.God dooms anyone to an eternity of burning in 
fire and brimstone? Such stuff was fit for the 
long ago, when men and beasts were. but a slight 
remove one from the other, but it certainly “lags 
superfluous” in these days of comparativ enlighten- 
ment. 

But if the professors of Andover hav violated the 
charter of. the institution in teaching a more enlight- 
ened religion than their predecessors were civilized 
enough to believe in, what shall be said of the trustees 
of Girard College in Philadelphia, where, in direct op- 
position to the terms of the bequest of the Infidel 
founder, the rankest superstition is daily inculcated ? 


And here we must giv great credit to Mr. W. J. Pot- . 


ter, of the Boston Index, for having presented this 
question in a remarkably clear light. The Congrega- 
tionalist, a religious paper which strongly urges the 
prosecution of the Andover professors, print the 
following paragraph concerning the exercises at Gi- 
rard College: 


“ There is a growing feeling among many thoughtful peo- 
ple, who do not acknowledge themselvs as believers in evan- 
gelical truth, that its principles, after all, are the wisest that 
can be used in training youth. An illustration of this came 
up recently at Girard College, where no clergyman is know- 
ingly allowed to enter the grounds, and the officers are re- 
quired to provide instruction ‘only in the purest morality.’ 
But not long since a visitor Was present at a chapel service in 
the college, and was happily surprised to find the exercises 
truly Christian. They were conducted by the vice-president, 
a warm-hearted Presbyterian, Who gave an address from the 
text, t Acquaint thyself with God.’ His audience was com 
posed of 1,050 boys, between six and seventeen years of age, 
very quiet and orderly, and all of them fatherless. The-mat- 
ron, on being asked by what examples the life of the teachers 
is nourished, replied, ‘I strive to lead the boys directly to 
Christ.’ Thus it seems that, in carrying out the requisition 
to provide ‘the purest morality,’ nothing meets the case so 
well as the life and teachings of the Lord Jesus.” 


The first sentence of the Congregationalist's par- 


-agraph, says Mr. Potter, seems to imply that the 


management of the college had at some time been 
entrusted to persons holding Liberal views of religion 
similar to those held by Mr. Girard, and that they 
hav come to see that their views will not work well 
in training the young. But this must certainly be a 
misapprehension. Such a choice of management 


would hav been but just; but, as a matter of fact, we - 


think that the direction of the college has always 
been in the hands of “evangelical believers.” It has 
surely been so for many years—for all the years 
since it became an institution of conspicuous public 
interest. And during all these years, its directors 
appear to hav been trying to see how much of the 
system of “evangelical truth,” as interpreted by or- 
thodox Christian sects, they can convey into the col- 
lege under cover of the decision of the court. They 
hay now got pretty nearly the whole of it in. And 
what the Congregationalist looks upon in such a con- 
gratulatory spirit, we are compelled to regard asa 
most immoral perversion of a solemn trust, and an 
audaciously illegal violation of the court's decree. 
For instance, the writer further points out, though 
the college doors are still locked against all clergy- 
men according to the letter of Girard's will, men who 
hav been regularly educated for clergymen, and to all 
intents and purposes are such except that they hav 
not yet passed through the process of ordination, are 
admitted to the college and hold religious services 
there after the manner customary in orthodox 
churches. ‘They hav built a chapel on the college 
grounds designed particularly for the religious in- 
struction which Girard’s will expressly proscribed. 
It has been stated that they hav contemplated the 
appointment of a regular chaplain for the place, if 
they hav not already carried the idea into effect—a 
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man, probably, prepared theologically for the minis- 
try, but from whom the formal ceremony of ordina- 
tion is withheld in order to enable him to enter the 
college door. Further, these religious services which 
the college authorities. hav introduced are doctrinally 
sectarian. They are based on the orthodox inter- 
pretation of Christianity. Apparently no attempt. is 
made to corifine them within the limits of the court's 
decision. The “visitor” whom the Congregation- 
alist quotes was “happily surprised " to find the ser- 
‘vices so satisfying to his own religious faith. He 
seems to hav had an instinctiv feeling that he ought 
not to hav expected this, considering the terms of 
Girard’s bequest; but the directors, it is to be feared, 
hav effectually silenced long ago all such qualms of 
conscience. The service in doctrin, form, and spirit 
is what one might witness in any orthodox church 
outside, except that it is of a more juvenil character. 
The “Manual,” or service book, which is used in 
the college chapel is saturated throughout, in its 
hymns, prayers, doxologies, and arrangement of 
responsiv readings, with the peculiar orthodox the- 
ology. The lost and helpless condition of the human 
race, the coming of God into a human form to atone 
for human sin, the washing away of human guilt in 
the sacrificial blood on Calvary, and man’s salvation 
thereby—these are the prominent doctrins of the 
Manual. It contains prayers addressed to Jesus, and 
the Trinity is directly taught or implied in almost 
every partof it. “God, the Father, ; God, 
the Son, ; God, the Holy Spirit, defend and 
aid us," says one of the prayers. 
^. * Glory be to God the Father, 
Glory be to God the Son, 
Glory be to God the Spirit, 

Great Jehovah, three in one," 
says one of the hymns. Here are other specimens 
selected at random: 

* In thy promises I trust, 
Now I feel the blood applied ; 


I am prostrate in the dust, 
I with Christ am crucified.” 


“ I bring my guilt to Jesus, 
To wash my crimson stains 
White in his blood most precious, 

: Till not a spot remains.” 

It-was, doubtless, just such mentally and morally 
confusing dogmas as these which Stephen Girard 
was thinking of when he wrote in his will that he de- 
‘sired “to keep the tender minds of the orphans free” 
from them and from the “ sectarian controversy” such 
doctrins engender. But now his noble bequest is, in 
this respect, perverted from its purpose and used for 
indoctrinating the minds of the orphans in these very 
tenets. Nor can it be justly claimed that such doc- 
trins as this Manual is based upon may be taught in 
the college under the court's decision. They are not 
non-sectarian; they are not ethical; they are not 
even "PUB in which all Christian denominations 
concur.’ 

Such is the indictment which the writer whom 
we hav quoted brings against the trustees of Girard 
College. The charge against the Andover pro- 
fessors is that to what they believe to be true they 
hav added what they think “in the merey of God” 
may be possible, and their course does credit to their 
humanitarianism. The Girard managers, in their 
teachings, hav added to what they know to be true a 
mass of superstitious dogmas which persons of aver- 
age good sense know to be false. In prosecuting 
the first and allowing the last to go free of censure 
the religious authorities are condemning progress at 
Andover and encouraging rascality at Philadelphia. 
In doing this, however, they are but continuing the 
methods by which Christianity is kept alive in the 


world. 
— omm 


Colonel Ingersoll and God. 


In his opening speech at the recent Congress of 
the American Secular Union; Mr. Ingersoll, in inci- 
dentally alluding to the hope some entertain of a 
future life, said in substance: 

:** I hope it will turn out that there is another life. I would 
like to know that for every tear shed by the suffering poor 
there is in store a sacred joy. For every martyr I would like 
to know tliere is à life that would pay him a thousandfold ; 
but I would not take it myself at the expense of hell for 
others.” 


Quoting this, a Methodist editor says : 


“ The sacred joys that reward martyrdom could hav no 
bearing. on his future state or that of such as hé. The 
alternativ will never be offered him of heaven at the expense 
of hell for others, but the admission of a man of his spirit 
and ways of thinking and feeling and talking into heaven 


would materially modify its desirability as a place of abode 
to all who love God. The inconsistencies of speech and life 
that mark these men are a sufficient answer to their blas- 
phemies. Their recklessness and extreme absurdity an- 
tagonize the influence of their errors, and it is quite likely to 
be true, as it has been, that open blasphemy and unfeeling 
ridicule illustrate the passage: ‘Surely the wrath of man 
shall praise thee, and the remainder of wrath thou shalt 
restrain.’ ? . 

If Methodism requires its editors to be as mean as 
that, we are thankful we are not a Methodist! If the 
presence of Robert G. Ingersoll is obnoxious to those 
who love “ God,” we are thankful that we do not love 
that theological monstrosity! If we had to go to 
heaven, we should hope that it was peopled with 
Ingersolls. We cannot conceive of a happier lot. If 
we hay to go to sheol, our unceasing prayer will be 
that no Methodist editor will be given even standing- 
room by the fire. Imagination cannot picture a more 
intolerable existence than life in hell with Methodists. 

It is very evident that this editor is not acquainted 
with the person he denounces, for even Methodists 


who know Mr. Ingersoll regard him highly. The 


offense is, therefore, all the more contemptible. A 
man who slanders a stranger is naturally a mean fel- 
low. We will wager Dr. Buckley (for anyone can see 
he is the culprit) anything he likes that from all his 
Methodist acquaintance he cannot pick out a man who 
has done as great good to as great a number of per- 
sons as has Mr. Ingersoll. All sorts and kinds and 
classes of people—worthy and unworthy—hav prof- 
ited by Mr. Ingersoll’s generosity and services. Mr. 
Ingersoll has earned hundreds of thousands if not 
millions of dollars, yet he is not.a very rich man. 
Others hav had the benefit of it. His whole life has 
been one of princely generosity, unselfish action, 


| and immense good to others. 


If the possession of this character renders unde- 
sirable his presence in heaven, so much the worse for 
heaven. Mr. Ingersoll can stand it if those can who 


“love God.” 
———— 9-4-9—— —— ———— 


Editorial Notes, 


WE notice a tendency upon the part of some of the labor 


papers to make Henry George the issue for the next presi. | 


dential campaign. It would bemuch better for the working- 
men's prospect of success if they make the issue the princi- 
ples of their cause and not the man who stood for them in a 
single mayoralty contest. 


A OoRRESPONDENT of the Hebrew Standard writes to the 
editor to ask if he believes in the ultimate restoration of the 
Jews to the Holy Land,” aud the editor answers, ‘‘ We do, 
most assuredly.” We would advise the editor of the Hebrew 
Standard to relinquish this forlorn hope, and take up & 
quarter-section of land out West. The soil is more fertil. 


TE papers report that the late R. B. Butland, formerly a 
correspondent of THE TRUTH SEEKER, and a prominent Sec- 
ularist of Toronto, Ont., left an estate valued at one hun- 
dred thousand dollars, seven thousand of which was willed 
to the Toronto General Hospital. It is still in order for relig- 
ious people to ask what Infidels hav ever done for charity. 


Tar Rev. M. T. Lamb, a Baptist missionary stationed for 
several years in Salt Lake City, is now in the East describing 
the religious status of the Mormons to the churches. He 
says that the young people among the Mormons are irrelig- 
ious, and at least two-thirds of them are Infidels. If this be 
80, there is hope for Utah if the Christians will only keep 
their hands off. 


AcoorDING to the laws of New Jersey, the courts of that 
state cannot try cases of libel committed on non-residents. 
It would seem, then, that the first duty of District-Attorney 
Cutler is to prove that God, Christ, and the Holy Ghost, 
whom Mr. Reynolds is charged with libeling, are residents of 
New Jersey. When he has done this, he will be prepared to 
proceed with the trial. 


JEREMIAH HAOKEE has written and printed a lecture, in 
which he shows the general reputation of the God of the 
Bible to be bad. 'Tothis he has appended two alleged poems, 
and offers the whole for sale for 10 cents. The lecture will 
be liked by a great many, and its sale will help the aged 
couple in their little home at Berlin, New Jersey. Send or- 
ders direct to Mr. Hacker. 


No act of Mayor Grace since he took the office has pleased 
the public so well as the appointing of two women on the 
school board. Asa straw, it shows that the Woman Suf- 
fragists hav not labored in vain. Miss Dodge and Mrs. Ag- 
new will probably run in more religious exercises than ever. 
But that is the fault of their education, and is no reason why 
women should not hav a voice in government. 


REoentiy Joseph Symes, the regular speaker for the Free- 
thought Society of Melbourne, Australia, was called away 
from the city over Sunday, and he extended an invitation to 
any one of the Melbourne clergy to occupy his platform for 
the day. The only condition imposed was that the speaker 
should reply to criticisms and questions from the audience 
precisely as Mr. Symesdoes. Not a preacher could be found 
to use the platform, all evidently dreading the sharp inter- 


rogatories of a Freethought audience. Mr. Symes professes 
to be willing to fill any Christian pulpit, and answer all com- 
ers, stipulating no conditions but a fair hearing and no per 
sonal assault. And yet no pulpit is offered him ! 


A New Yozx daily thinks it will be a little difficult for 
the female suffragists to understand why the act which the 
Vermont House of Representativs has passed permitting 
women to vote requires a property qualification to the 
amount of $250. It will be a little difficult, in fact, for any- 
body to understand it. Possibly it is on the theory that: it 
takes $250 to make a woman equal toa man. But since the 
abolition of slavery there is no reliable basis for such a com- 
putation. 


Last winter when a Senate committee was investigating 
the Broadway steal, Alderman Fullgraff was a witness. At 
that time he reverently raised the Bible, kissed it, and swore 
there was no dishonesty connected with the voting of the 
franchise for the railroad. Last week he found his conscience 
and confessed. But he did not kiss the Bible, choosing to 
affirm. Hc seems to-go on the principle, the Bible for lying, 
affirmation for truth. There is a large and valuable moral 
somewhere in this, and we cannot think that it points toward 
religious oaths in courts. 


Joun Burrovaens, in the Popular Science Monthly, says: 
* Convince me that the historical part of the Bible is not 
true, that it is a mere tissue of myths and superstitions, that 
none of those things fell out as there recorded, and yet the 
vital, essential truth of the Bible is untouched. Its morals, 
its ethics, its poetry, are forever true.” What stuff for a man 
to talk! Would he say it of any other book? If not, why 
of the Bible? The morals of the Bible are infamous, its 
ethics barbaric, its poctry not comparable to Shakspere. It 
is disgusting to see men wallow in the mire before the litera- 
ture of superstition. F 

TRE first Sunday evening meeting of the Society of Hu- 
manity was held November 21st, 4nd proved a great attrac- 
tion. The parlors of the Society were crowded to suffoca- 
tion, although the World's report that several ladies fainted 
is untrue. The parlors are very handsomely furnished, and 


.when the Society obtains books enough to fill the ample 


shelves, the rooms will be a most attractiv place of resort. It 
is the intention of the Society to keep the library open con- 
stantly. The discourse listened to was an exposition of 
Comtism from Mr. Wakeman’s standpoint. It was very 
interesting. It is proposed to hold a reception at the parlors 
as soon 88 arrangements can be made. The Committee on 
Library and Lectures desire us to acknowledge the following 
sums donated toward expenses of furnishing: D. Foster, $1; 
S. Lewin, $2; Herman Behr, $15; Eliza Burnz, $5; Agnos- 
ticus, $5; James L. Parshall, $5; Clinton Roosevelt, $2.50 ; 
J. Offensandt, $3; C. L. Bridge, $3; A. Kost, $3; Fred. 
Koezly, $3; Louis Cohn, $2. 
—oeor 


Lectures and Meetings. 


W. F. Jamizson traveled over fifteen hundred miles to 
meet his Denver, Colorado, lecture engagement, over the 
Rocky mountains, stopping long enough in Ogden, Utah, to 
giv one lecture. Wherever he meets Liberals, he says, it is 
like greeting the members of one's own family. He had but 
one day to giv to a visit in Salt Lake City, the heart of Mor- 
mondom. He promises an account of what he saw and 
heard during that notable day. He gained access to the great 
Mormon tabernacle, the imposing marble temple, etc. He is 
delighted with Colorado. At his first lecture in Denver he 
was unanimously called upon to review Rev. Myron Reed, 
to whom he had listened in the morning, and of whose dis- 
course against ‘‘ Radicalism” he had taken shorthand notes. 
He finds an earnest band of Liberals in Denver. He is en- 
gaged to lecture in Greeley November 17th, 18th, and 19th; 
in Longmont November 22d and 23d, and will lecture at 
other points the remaining week-evenings of his Denver Sun- 
day engagement. Address, Denver, Col., 271°15th st. 


F. M. Hortan, secretary of the Free Religious Associa- 
tion, writes: The heavy storm on Thursday, November 18th, 
made .the attendance at the Meionaon, Boston, unusually 
small. After supper, Mr. W. J. Potter, president of the As- 
sociation, took the chair and introduced Professor Davidson. 
who spoke on ** Every Man for Himself, Justice and Reason 
for All, and No Hindmost for tke Devil to Take.” Free 
religion, he said, does not date from Jesus, but from Socra- 
tes. We must not be like the Scotchman who believed in 
God because ‘‘ It’s the cleish o’ the kintra.” There is a thou- 
sand times more religion in social reform than in going to 
church. The chairman then announced that the Zndez must 
be discontinued with the number for December 30th. Sub- 
scribers might hav their money back again, or receive for a 
proper period either Unity, one of whose editors, Rev. Wm. 
C. Gannett, spoke later in the evening, or a new paper de- 
signed to advocate the same principles as the Znder, and with 
the same contributors in Chicago; and to be edited by Mr. 
and Mrs. Underwood. This lady then gave a survey of the 
broad and noble work which was going on in the Associa- 
tion, whose platform was strong enough to bear free discus- 
sion. The secretary read the resolutions passed that after- 
noon by the executiv expressing the gratitude and honor 
universally felt toward the editors of the Index, and thanking 
all who hav aided it with pen or purse, and also a list of con- 
tributors to the new paper, among whom are W. J. Potter, 
Felix Adler, Mrs. Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Dr. Felix L. Os- 
wald, M. D. Conway, Rev. M. J. Savage, Professor David- 
son, Capt. R. C. Adams, and W. M. Salter. The whole 
audience was with him as in their name he wished permanent 
success to: the new enterprise, and all happiness and pros- 
perity to Mr. and Mrs. Underwood in their Western home. 


Letters fram friends. 


Wasninaton, D. C., Nov. 12, 1886. 
Mz. Eprror: I am disgusted with the New York Sun. Its 
‘editorial on Mr. Reynolds is shameful. Is it possible that 
Chas. A. Dana wrote or approved of it? I hav taken the 
paper for many years; I now want to quit it, if:-I can select 
another New York daily whose political prirciples are Jeffer- 
sonian, aud whose editor believes in religious liberty. 
JEFFERSONIAN. 


TuranE Co., Car., Nov. 8, 286. 

Mr. Eprron : As an offset against the lamentable results of 
Christian teaching that we meet on every side, I giv you 
some of the fruits of Freethought hereabouta. 

A family of eight persons, hopelessly split, and reduced 
nearly to poverty and want, by priestcraft, was recently.re- 
united on a firmer basis by the presentation of Helen H. 
Gardener's book, ** Men, Women, and Gods,” to the Chris- 
tian side of the house. The result at first was doubtful, but 
when the light began to dawn, conviction came as lrrepresa- 
ible as the sunlight, and now ‘‘ Men, Women, and Gods” 
lies on the table, open to all comers, and the family are again 
united, prosperous, blessing (whatever that means) the 
&uthoress. 

. For fear the recording angel failed to giv Miss Gardener 
proper credit in the great book of life, it might be only just 
to credit it here and now. T. J. C. 


"LtNpoN, ILL., Nov. 11, 1886. 

Mr. Eniror: Inclosed find $1.50 to continue my subscrip- 
tion. I am only a recent subscriber, but will cast my vote 
for the cartoons. So continue them for the enlightenment of 
the blinded intellect. 

Hip! hip! hurrah! for Geo. Geer in your issue of October 
80th. Not only for him, but for every other truth seeker 
who dares to stand up and proclaim the truth to the world, 
regardless of whom it thay strike—proclaiming the truth on 
its own merits. 

In the number for October 30th Ingersoll says, “ I do not 
pretend to know enough to suggest a remedy for aZ the evils 
of society " (italics mine). I would ask, Can he giv or sug- 
gest à remedy for some of the evils of society? For instance, 
the evils of our monetary system? If he can, I think he 
can suggest something which will eliminate or remedy 
seven-tenths of the evils of our society. And possibly 
by applying Henry George’s theories the balance might be 
eliminated or remedied. 

In your issue of October 16th Ingersoll, in speaking of the 
laboring men in connection with legislation, says, ** To let 
them see how little can be accomplished by legislation." 

Issue of October 3d: “It may be that very little can be 
done by law, except to see that they ‘are not absolutely 
abused.” “I hav sometimes thought that I would like to 
see the laboring men in.power, so that they may realize how 
little, after all, can be done by law.” Iam for the abolition 
of all special privileges that are not for the general good.” 
(If some laboring man in Chicago had uttered the above- 
quoted language, he would in all probability be under sen- 
tence of death, awaiting execution. as an Anarchist.) Again, 
“Now, the laboring people are largely in the majority in 
this country. If there are any laws oppressing them, they 
should hav them repealed.” 

“Should hav them repealed.” How? By legislation? 
No. Then how? Ingersoll should bear in mind that the 
whole world, orthodox and heterodox, are taking note of 
his acts and sayings, and if he is honest about wishing to es- 
tablish among the masses the truth of no theology, or rather 
the falseness of all theology, he must also be honest in show- 
ing up the evils of class legislation. Dr. O. H. BARTHEL. 


. Concorn. KY., Nov. 10, 286. 

Mr. Eprror: Mr. Putnam’s * Plain Talk " has induced me 
to add a little more. It was with surprise and regret that. I 
read his statements, and had they not come from a source 
that admits of no question, I would not hav believed them. 
One by one my idols are breaking. I used to think Infidels 
approximated almost to perfection. I thought they were as 
near immaculate as humanity ought to be. I fear I was too 
confiding, too sanguin. 

Mr. Putnam has presented a clean record. Then, good 
friends. what is the ** winter of your discontent?” Speak, 
and allay all lurking suspicion. If not all, state a few of 
your griefs, at least. 

Of the three hundred, grant but three, 
To make a new Thermopylæ. 

Our secretary is no stranger. Through the press the Lib. 
erals hav known him for years. His past is a splendid. vindi- 
cation against slanderous charges. As an advocate of the 
cause he has espoused he stands almost unequaled. Earnest, 
talented, eloquent, -ready, brave, and defiant, were he to-day 
in the pulpit which he so nobly forsook, he, would be the 
theme of the loftiest praise and the most exalted eulogy. 
Financial aid would flow into his purse so copiously that 
` financial need would be unknown to him. With his keen 
'sense of honesty he does not consider this an abnegation, 
but such cases are very isolated. 

Asa rule, it is true, Liberals are financially wanting, but 
that is no reason that the crime of ingratitude should be 
added to the misfortune of poverty. Nor isthisa time for 
needless complaining. The days that try men's souls are 
not yet over, and the sunshine patriot must wait. Ever and 
anon is this “land of Freedom” shutting its prison doors 
upon. some of Freedom's champions, and life, liberty, and 

the pursuit of happiness is little more than & shibboleth. 

The question is, shall Freethinkers persist in their efforts 
for freedom, or ignominiously stack their arms? Their 
enemies are eagerly watching and waiting. If they con- 


We know Mr. Putnam can defend himself, but his cause 
being the cause of every Liberal is the reason I put my 


thoughts upon paper, and send them to yoùr — 
: Viréinra E. Vanor. 
-Paitapevpara, Pa., Nov. 18, 1886. 

Mz. Eptrok: I see by this week's Trura SEEKER our 
brother, Chas. H. Bauer. has a very interesting letter giving 
an account of Mr. Watts’s lectures in Hastings, Mich. I 
thought it may be interesting to let your readers know what 
success greeted him here. I am very much gratified indeed 
to state that Mr. Watts's lectures here last Sunday proved a 
grand success in every way, both for the lecturer and the 
League. We had splendid audiences on both otvasiotis, the 
subject of Mr. Watts’s discourses was, fof afterfioon, ** If a 
Man Die Shall He Liv Again ?—The Secularist’s Answer ;” 
evening, ‘‘ Saints atid Sinners— Which?" It was a pleasure 
to see the great.demand for these lectures at the close of the 
meetings. Liberals everywhere should hear these scholarly 
lectures, and if they want to enjoy a good, hearty lgugh they 
should not miss to hear the lecture called ‘‘ Saints and Sin- 
ners.” "We had quite a lively debate following the lectures, 
wherein Mr. Watts proved himself very skilful indeed. I'sa 
great pity we cannot get the Christians to put np a repre. 


| sentativ to discuss the merits of Christianity and Freethought. 


with Mr. Watts.. One would think that as the Christians 
claim to hav truth on their side they would. only be too glad 
to measure swords with their opponents. But they seem to 
be afraid, as they do not take up thé challenge. Now, when 
I was a Christian, I was very eager: to enlighten my brother 
in darkness; the result has been that Iam landed in Mate- 
rialism. And I don't regret it either; for it is a thousand times 
better to be a Freethinker through knowledge than a Chris- 
tian through fear. It is a pleasure to state that the Liberal 
public generously supported Mr. Watts in Philadelphia. 
They appreciate his ability to enlighten the masses, as he is 
a superior lecturer of the first order. I may say in conclusion 
that the League has secured the services of Mr. Watts for 
two lectures for our next Paine anniversary. The subjects 
of his lectures on that occasion will be, first, ** Thomas Paine 
asa Political Reformer; ” second, ‘‘ Thomas Paine as a Re- 
‘ligious Reformer.” The League desires me to return thanks 
to the. Liberal public for their generous support to these 
lectures, which is a pleasure for me to do. 
Yours truly for mental liberty, Gro. LONGFORD, 
Sec. Friendship Liberal League. 


Monrrosz, Ia., Nov. 8, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav in my possession a book of covenants 
and over one hundred revelations. by Jesus Christ to Josepl 
Smith, and leading men in the Mormon church, through 
Smith. : f , 

Revelation given in August, 1881, is so lengthy I hav writ- 
ten only & part of it, but it is a true copy of said revelation. 
so far as I hav copied: Now, if the following is worth pub. 
lishing, all right; if not, all the same to me. I would say, 
however, that Christ has made some improvement since the 
year 88. Yours truly, A. CRANDALL. 

$ THE REVELATION. 

1. Behold and hearken unto the voice of him who has all 
power, who is from everlasting to everlasting, even Alpha 
and Omega, the beginning and the end. Behold verily thus 
saith the Lord unto you, O ye elders of my church, who are 
assembled upon this spot, whose sins are now forgiven you, 
for I the Lord forgiveth sins, and-am merciful unto those 
who confess their sins with humble hearts: but verily I say 
unto you, it is not needful for this whole company of mine 
elders to be moving swiftly upon the waters, whilst the in- 
habitants on either side are perishing of unbelief; neverthe- 
less, I suffer it, that ye might bear record: Behold there are 
many dangers upon the waters, and more especially here- 
after, for I the Lord hav decreed, in mine anger, many de- 
structions upon the wa ers; yea, and especially upon these 
waters; nevertheless, all flesh is in mine hands, and he that 
is faithful among you shall not perish by the waters. 

2. Wherefore, it is expedient that my servant, Sidney 
Gilbert, and my servant, W. Phelps, be in haste upon their 
‘errand and mission, etc., eic. ; . i 

3. Behold I the Lord in the beginning blessed the waters. 
but in the last days, by the mouth of my servant John. I 
cursed the waters, wherefore the days will come that no flesh 
Shall be safe upon the waters; and it shall be said in days to 
come that none is able to go up to the land of Zion upon the 
waters but he that is upright in heart. And as I the Lord in 
the beginning cursed the land, even so in the last days hav I 
blessed it, in its time, for the use of my saints, that they may 
partake the fatness thereof. And now I giv unto you a com- 
mandment that what I say unto one I say unto. all, that you 
shall forewarn your brethren concerning these waters, that 
they may not journey upon them, lest their faith fail, and 
they are caught in her snares.. I the Lord hav decreed, and 
the destroyer rideth upon the face thereof, and I revoke not 
the decree, etc. DO 

4. And now, concerning my servants, Sidney Rigdon, and 
Joseph Smith, Jr., and Oliver Cowdery, let them come not 
again upon the waters, save it be upon the canal, while jour- 
neying unto their homes, or, in other words, they shall not 
come upon the waters to journey save upon the canal, etc. 

5. And again, verily I say unto you, my servants, Sidney 
Rigdon, Joseph Smith, and Oliver Cowdery, shall not open 
their mouths in the congregation of the wicked until they 
arrive at Cincinnati, and in that place they shall lift up their 
voices unto God against that people. 


stg Orrumwa, Ia., Nov. 9, 1886. 
Mr. Eprrog: When the dark clouds of superstition hang 

threateningly around me, when the jeers and taunts of Chris. 

tian ** friends " become almost unendurable, there still shiney 


| do justice to all, regardless of the opinions they might enter- 
tain. 
truthful pages as I. read the secretary's report of the 6th inst., 
and became acquainted with the fact that there are some 
among the Liberal ranks who are dissatisfied with the work 
Mr. Putnam has accomplished: 


But what a dark shadow seemed to pass over its 


It hardly seems possible that aby intelligent and liohest 


f'reethinkey cotild ehtertain such ulijust thouglits toward ohe 
who hàs spent so much of his time and money in endeavor- 
ing to bring humanity from a state of ignorance and false- 
hood: to a standard of truth and justice, and to inspire his 
fellow-men with nobler motivs and loftier aspirations. 
look back over the pages of Tug Truru Seeker and see 
written thereon the ** News and Notes" of Mr. Putnam, I 
‘cannot but recall the vivid descriptions of those beautiful 
und sublime sights which nature has in store for the Western 


As I 


tourist ; and 1 doubt not that they inspired our poetical set- 
retary with inore heroje patriotism, ànd removed far; fat 
from ħiin the seeds of sclfishtess dtid distrust: — 

Why all this talk about hürfow-minded Christians when 
we hav within our own ranks those who hav not yet laid 
aside the mantle of jealousy and who cannot rejoice at the 
generous and noble traits of character in another ? 

It is just such people as these who are continually plung- 
ing Liberalism into still deeper and darker waters, and so 


long as there are those among us whose peace of mind is 


disturbed when another is gaining popularity, or when others 
advance toa point which Cabnot be attained by all, just 36 
long will Libetalism remain within the dark and gloomy 
walls of stiperstitio#, ahd the task whitli we are striving to 
accomplish will be surrounded with greater difficulties. 

The bloodshot eye of the church is continnally watching 
its prey, for they bav begun to realize that their almighty 
God, surrounded by his beasts and saints, is suspended in 
the clouds by only a single thread, and that the touch of a. 
few more Ingersolls will hurl him from his Jofty hight and: 
dash him to pieces on the rocky walls of science and Lib- 
eralism. . 

And why should it not be so? For thousands of years the 
worshipers of this despicable God hav committed every 
crime, every vice which the human mind could devise, and 
were it not for Infidelity to-day they would not hesitate to 
use the same instruments of torture, the same unjust creeds 
and laws as they did when the beautiful Hypatia met her 
fate, or when the immortal Bruno felt the flames crackling 
around his limbs, but who still clung to the idea that liberty 
is the only happiness for mankind. A thousand times 
would I exchange my goldei harp for a fiery pitchfork than 
to breath the atmosphere of sucha murderer and degraded 
wretch as the Christians God is represented to be; as he is 
described in his own book—that blasphemous old Bible! 
But future generations will behold among the mythological 
characters of past ages the names of the men and women 
whom the B ble worshipers wish to meet in heaven, the 
music of whose voices they wish to hear. and upon whose 
bosoms they wish to rest. My sisters in the human family, 
for one moment picture yourselvs reclining oh the filthy 
bosom of old Abraham! No. no! sooner let me embrace 


: 


poe rcs 


the devil himself than touch even the hand of that lascivious | 


old saint. 

I wonder if the woman suffragists, who are clamoring so 
loudly for a God in the Constitution, havever pictured them- 
selves walking hand in band in with these old Bible heroes, 
and. if they ever stop tothink into what a condition this 
country would be plunged if we werecompelled to reverence 
a futher, son, and Holy Ghost! 


It is indeed a sad sight to see our Freethought women join | 


hands with those dastardly preachers iu this suffrage move- 
ment. Can they not see that they are digging the grave of 


Liberalism? And that when they hav once placed the ballot | 
in the hands of the women of this country, not a decade of | 


years will elapse before the Christian prie-t and preacher will : 
rule supreme ? . ; 

True. some of the finest intellects in the land are found in : 
the female sex, but they are few in number compared with : 
the vast army of Christian- women who. under the influence 
of priest and preacher, would destroy every vestige of Free- : 
thought, and bring the world into another dark age of 
Christian swav. | | 

While speaking of the magnificent intellects found among : 
the gentler sex of to-day, I cannot help but mention one who . 
is accomplishing such splendid results in the city of Ottumwa 
—one who has done more to overthrow the power of the 
church in this city than any other influence, and that one is - 
Mrs. A. H. Colby, of Boston, Mass. 

True, noble woman! Although advanced in years she 
still retains a powerful voice which sends its fearless truth 
over & large, intelligent audience, which is growing more 
and more grand in intellectual beauty and unfoldment, and ; 


under the leadership of this brilliant intellect will do much tc « 
overthrow the power of the clergy and ins.ill into the mind : 
of our young men and women a love for truth and right, in ~~: 


stead of teaching them the incredible stories found in th 
foundation of the Christian church. 

All we need in the Liberal ranks is harmony. Let not the + 
shrill notes of jealousy and ingratitude destroy the harmony 
which exists in our heroic band; let not the church hav the 
pleasure of seeing us quarrel among oursclvs, but rather let 
us wear the robe of peace; let us join hands with justice and 
mercy. As yon enter, the ranks of Freethought leave all 


| envy and hatred with the-orthowox church; there is where it 
| ever has heen prominent and ever will be prominent, for in 


» 
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all ages the temples of superstition hav been the resting- 
places of ignorance, crime, and vice, and as we do not wish 
to take’ from their followers that which justly belongs to 
them. Thus, my friends, will you make.Liberalism what it 
should be—the guiding star to a life of purity, justice, and 


mercy. Kar Kram. 


Jamusport, Mo., Oct. 27, 1886. 


Mr. Enor: Many thanks for continuing my paper. 
Eight years I hav taken your paper, and hav always made 
arrangements for my subscription before it was due until 
this time, and shall continue as long as you pour dead shot 


into superstition. 


Ihav solicited a great many, but without success, on ac- 
count of Jack of nerve and courage, and fears for popularity 
and bigotry. This would be a good field, I think, if we 
could get some lecturers to break the way, and help us to 
organize, as I think we hav good material; and if we get 
Mr. J. E Remsburg we will open their eyes, as he has prom- 


ised to lecture for us at Jamesport soon. 


Please find inclosed $6—$5 for my subscription, and $1 for 


tt Golden Throne." I consider it a good missionary work. 
Mitton Eaps. 


SronEHAM, Mass., Nov. 15, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: Isend you $2 for my own subscription. I 
want to assure you (though you don’t need it) that your posi- 
tion. for justice is understood by most of your readers. I 
think that those who object to your position are neither Lib- 
eral nor thoughtful. We boast of our land of justice, and it 
is the duty of all public journals to help its enthronement. 
You will not be frightened, so I need not say aught to keep up 
your courage. I guess you can whistle through this grave- 
yard of old ideas, and thus keep off the ghosts of dogmas and 
mental fetters. Iam glad yon keep yourself and paper free. 


Itell my acquaintances that I get as much Spiritualism in 


Tur TRUTH SkERER asin other papers, and I can get both 
sides of a story, and that is what, ] am sorry to say, I can't 


get in a Spiritnalist paper. You giv us columns of Spiritual- 
ism, while our Spiritualist papers would not giv us two 


columns per week of the other side of the question, so ] 
thank you. You are doing a grand work, and one which 
will help the future. I don’t want to flatter, for you get 


enough of that, but to let you know that many: of us appre- 


ciate the work you are doing and its methods. : 
po C. FANNIE ALLYN. 


PerrIXsviLLE, Mion., Nov. 12, 1886. 
Mr. Epiror: Though a great admirer of your highly esti. 
mable paper, I can do no more as an honest man than renew 
for it again with the $3 inclosed. : 


Now, with your permission, Mr. Editor, I would like to. 


- giv your readers my hu.nble idea of how all things came 
from nothing. instead of a personal God. i 


"What I understand by the word '' eternity ” is an endless 
Now, what is, or can be, of 


extension in every direction. 
more extension than what is meant by the word ‘‘ nothing?" 
So far “eternity” is nothing. But as ''nothing" never 
could be conceived nor thought of, unless there was ** some- 
thing" at the same time, where could this **something" hav 
existed but within the very “nothing,” and must hav been 
so infinitly ethereal that to us it would hav seemed there 
was no difference between the two opposits ‘ Nothing” 
must hav eternally existed before ‘‘something” could hav 
defined itself to also exist; and, as either of the two is the 
affirmation of the other, it is self-evident that both must bav 
existed eternally at the same time. Now, as there never 
could hav been a beyond “‘ eternity, " or **nothing," in any 
direction, there could hav been no possibility of a God to 
create ** eternity," or anything in it. WM. C. Hern. 


' f Rookrozp, ILL., Nov. 7, 1886. 
Mr. Epiror: I hav noticed some experiences related by 


some of your correspondents Jately on the chess question. If 


you think it worth while to publish, I will relate mine. In 
the fall of 1864 I sowed some nice, clean white winter wheat. 
lt was not exactly new land, but land that never bore any 
wheat before. I put it in with a drill, and it had a beautiful 
growth in the fall. About the end of November enow came 
on and covered it nicely. except a small knoll of rising ground 
.n the middle of the lot, from which the snow was partly 
blown off. In January following a thaw came and melted 
the snow entirely off from that high ground. leaving the rest 
of the field still covered. A severe frost set in afterward, 
and we had but little more snow that season. The wheat on 
that rising ground was all killed. About the ist of May I 
examined it thoronghly and found the crown root at the top 
of the ground entirely dead. By digging deeper dowe, I 
found a tiny green sprout. coming from the tip of the lowe 
roots. This was invariably the case where the wheat was 
killed. I let it grow to note the result, which was that this 
piece of higher ground was pure chess, all in regular drill- 
marks as the rest of the field; while the rest of the field that 
was covered with snow was pure wheat, without a speck of 
chess to be seen, Now, it would be useless for anyone to 
tell me that I sowed that chess or that it was in the ground 
before. I hav studied this chess matter ever since, and am 
convinced that the chess is a miserable abortion that springs 
from the lower roots of some varieties after the wheat is 
kiled. 'The white wheat appears to me to be more liable to 
` produce chess when killed than other kinds. J hav used the 
Odessa as & winter wheat for a number of years, and hav 
never seen å sprout of chess in it, whether killed or not. 
: Gzo. TULLOOK. 


Nationa Crry, OAL., Nov. 9, 1886. 
Mr. Evrror: Having worked in the printing office many 
. years, and at many times tried my hand at the editorial quill, 
givs me good reasons for extending to-you my congratulations 


upon the typographical appearanee of your (our) paper, as |. 


are too numerous to mention. 


well as the position you take in all of your editorial writings 
and clippings. For one, I cannot comprehend why there are 
80 Many among your correspondents that take exception to 
your management, and I hav in many instances been tempted 
to write the “kickers” to ascertain if they do not, to the very 
last man, wear a No. 6 hat. If you would not publish their 
items, and in place of doing so would send them a brick to 
rub their head, and announce the same in the paper, I think 
you would put an end to all such silly nonsense. 

I am watching Mr. Reynolds's case with much interest, 
and showed your article in the last issue headed, “ Blas- 
phemy,” to an elderly gentleman of this place, and he read 
along until it came to the point where God bumped his toe, 
was rocked in the cradle, changed his underwear, etc. Then 
he said: ** Why, it’s the truth, and should be posted up in 
every public place in the world!” And furthermore he 
wound up by saying that the Christian religion was the most 
abominable, silly, absurd, unreasonable, of all religions, and 
that the josh house was and is far superior. 3 

Iam greatly interested in every niche and corner of your 
paper. Ilived in Jersey two years, and if they incarcerate 


| Mr. Reynolds, they can just mark it down in black and white 


that “ they know not what they do." And may it be like 
bread cast upon the waters, etc.—i. e., that we may play a 
little game of tit for tat. Ido not approve of that kind of 
business, neither do I approve of kindred wickedness in the 
world, but I herewith advise no man to strike me on the 
right cheek in anticipation of receiving that stale old doctrin 
that Christ set forth—not without good cause. 

Inclosed find $3 for the assistance of THE TRUTH SEEKER 
in any way you think best. ArPH. N. Bunazss. 


: BnookrrN, N. Y., Nov. 14, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: The fundamental principle of our civiliza- 
tion throws. us all upon our individual resources, and com- 
pels us all to practice individualism for our self-preservation, 
whether we desire to or not. Individualism logically re- 
quires and compels the individual to be a law unto himself. 
to fold himself, as it were, within himself. and care for none 
but himself, which is Anarchism pure and simple. Happily 
human instinct rebels against such barbarous inhumanity, 
and trends to collectivism, which is the antipode of Anarch- 
ism. Collectivism-logically requires that the conservation of 
the rights, interests, and well-being of the individual shall be 
the special object and concern of collectiv thought and ac- 
tion, which should make it inexpedient for any individual to 
take thought for himself what he shall eat or drink, or 
wherewithal he shail be clothed, for all those requirements 


"should be amply provided for by collectiv wisdom, will, and 


action. The Bible philosophy regards the whole human 
race as a unit, which.is u!tra-collectivism. Then Anarchism 
is but the fundamental principle of our civilization carried 
to its logical finality. Collectivism requires the annihilation 
of the fundamental principle of our civilization to make it 
practicable. .If men should be hanged for advocating An- 
archism, what should be done with the greater sinners who 
advocate collectivism? My being an uncompromising cham- 
pion of Bible philosophy should make the solution of this 
question a matter of vital importance to myself, personally, 
and there are possibly a few others in the same boat who 
would think that going to jail for rejecting and reviling the 
Bible is preferable to being hanged by the fiat of a Christian 
community. for advocating the fundamental principle of the 
Bible carried to its logical finality. Therefore, I hope you 
will not call a halt on the discussion of this subject in Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER until it is probed to the bottom. 
. J. À. TUTTLE. 


MYRTLE CREEK, OR., Nov. 9, 1886. 

Mz. Epiror: What has the church done for humanity. It 
has drenched the earth with human gore. It has sacrificed 
millions of innocent creatures forits crimes. It has invented 
implements of torture for those whom it denounced as here- 
tics. It has robbed mankind of more than half their useful- 
ness and happiness. It has raised the worst of men.to the 
position of saints, and excommunicated its best men and put 
some of them to death. It has built inquisitions and monas- 
teries, and filled the earth with drones, hypocrits, and 
usurpers. It has foughtagainst l: arning and science. It has 
tried dead men for heresy, and confiscated the homes of their 
widows and orphaus. It has burnt men and women at the 
stake for Freethought. It has dragged and beaten some to 
death, and even scraped the flesh from their bones. 

To-day it givs poor Wales thirteen thousand priests. In 
Ireland it is belligerent. It has always robbed poor Ireland. 
It has collected the orphan’s penny, and the widow's mite. 
and the poor man’s shilling for missionary purposes. It has 


‘gent missionaries to foreign lands with the Bible and the 


sword. Conquest has almost invariably followed mission- 
ary work. It has always been intimately connected with the 
wealthy and powerful, either exercising dominion over them 
or soliciting favors. It is the great power of darkness, ig- 
norance, and superstition. It is divided into many depart- 
ments, and every department is assuming. dictatorial, and 
intulerant. It has granted indulgences for crime. and it is its 
tenet to-day. -It isa wholesale doctrin. Its inconsistencies 
It is driving its best nen and 
women from itsranks. It has thrown many who were not 
guilty of crime to wild and ferocious beasts. It has fed hun- 
gry dogs and ravens with the flesh of human beings. It bor- 


rowed mythology from the pagans, and called it the word of 


God. It forged a great deal of its present Bible, but whatso- 
ever it contains that is true and good it does not practice, 
but all the false and evil multiplied it strictly observes. It 
sells the Bible on Sunday which says, Remember the Sabbath 
day to keep it holy. -It teaches the importance of keeping 


‘the Sabbath holy, and at the same time receives contributions 


from.the orphan and the widow. 
Of late it claims to be strictly temperate, and has threat- 


"68 


s 


ened to destroy the liquor traffüc with an utter destruction, 
yet it continues to drink wine in the name of its savior who 
denounced wine-bibbers, but is their advocate with God the 
father, who is not any older than himself; in fact, is God. 
born of the Virgin Mary, who is the mother of God, and 
from God the father and God the son proceeded the Holy 
Ghost, which begat the father and the son, and these three 
are one, but **whatsoever sin a man commits against the 
Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven him in this world, nor in 
the world to come.” What cheer to those Christians who 
plead that they cannot sin against the Holy Ghost, and that 
all other sins shall be forgiven them ! L. C. Hint. 


Newport, Me., Nov. 11, 1886. 

EDITOR AND READERS OF TRE TRUTA SEEKER: Alone with 
my conscience, which is my God, I feel it a duty which I 
owe to myself and my brothers in prison in Chicago, to 
earnestly protest against their execution. I shall not discuss 
the question whether they are ‘ guilty” or not, but even if 
they are, in the estimation of the government, I protest 
against their execution, for governments havno right to take 
life. If the government executes those men, it is murder, and 
murder is à crime no matter who commits it. Those menare 
in prison simply and ouly for exercising their ‘“inalienable 
right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness” in their 
own way, and no man or body of men has aright to con- 
demn them for what they hav not done. Our forefathers 
protested against the oppression of the English government, 
and went through a seven years's war to maintain their rights. 
and now the world applauds them and calls them ** heroes." 
Whether these men and thousands of others hav greater or 
less cause for complaint than the Revolutionists of '76 had, I 
will not stop to discuss; but that they hav just cause for 
complaint millions all over the world know istrue. The 
South little knew what they were about when they hung 
John Brown. 'They did not know that thousands of their 
sons would jay down their lives to pay the penalty; and so 
it will be if those seven men are hung in Chicago; a harvest 
‘of blood will be the price of the crime of hanging those men. 
If the authorities who are to do the awful deed think to 
escape the penalty, that sure compensation will not follow 
their murderous work, they or their children will liv to see 
they are mistaken. It would seem that the rulers in Chicago 
and Illinois ought to know that hanging men for mere words, 
no matter how strong those words might hav been, never 
did prevent others from doing the same thing. The :wealth 
producers of the world will not stop protesting against op- 
pression, even if some of their numbers are wickedly mur- 
dered. And if the government kills those men, no matter 
what they may hav said, I, for one, enter my earnest protest 
against the outrage as unjust, without excuse, and an 
enormous crime! 

Mr. Editor, I kindly ask you to print my protest, for I send 
it as a solemn duty I owe to my condemned brothers now 
in prison awaiting execution the 8d of December next. 

Seward MITORELL. 


Kenr, O., Nov. 15, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: Please allow me space in your valuable 
paper to say that I am a truth seeker, a Freethinker, and a 
Liberal in my views, sceking for knowledge, trying to sustain 
good morals, etc. But I hav no sympathy with those who 
advocate Freethought, free press, and free speech, and carry 
their freedom so fur as to advocate intemperance, freelove, 
Anarchy, Socialism, Communism, and—sball I add?—canni- 
bulism, for such will be the result of these ** isms” if allowed 
to be adopted into the laws of any country. I do not believe 
‘in protecting any man or men who will advocate the killing 
of any officer of the law who has been chosen to protect our 
property, our lives, and that of our wives and little ones. 
Down with a traitor wherever he is found. If our laws are 
wrong, improve them by the ballot, and not by disobeying 
them, by committing a still greater wrong. 

Neither do I believe in disobeying the law of marriage. If 
we do not esteem the one of our choice as worthy of our 
affection and protection, we should not seek, by private con- 
tract, to giv liberty to our sexual desires. 

Man is only superior to the lower order of the animal king- 
dom so long as he, by his superior knowledge, elevates him- 
self above them in his customs. Iam not in favor of Free- 

| thought 10 demoralize human nature, and debase myself to a 
lower grade of animals. 

I do not believe in the practice of ridiculing or speaking in 
a derisiv manner of the religion or faith of others. We can 
not catch flies with vinegar. A believer in the scriptures has 
as gond a right to believe that God appeared in Christ in 
form of man as we hav to think him bigoted and supersti- 
tious. All men hav feclings that we are bound to respect. 
Lihink Mr. Reynolds used language in his circular insulting, 
degrading, and detrimental to our cause. Even our great 
educator of Freethought, ** Bob" Ingersoll, the author of my 
religion, uses expressions in some of his speeches that 
wound the feelings of those who are really with him in faith. 
But we must take into consideration that Mr. Ingersoll lect- 
ures to- please the people as well as to educate them, and 
what he does vnder different circumstances we should not 
always do. I am not a believer in a doctrin where an in- 
dustrious, hard-working man, one who deprives himself of 
many privileges to save a dollar for himself and family, 
should divide his earnings with the beer-guzzling, lazy man 
that tries td liv off the labor or brain of others. 

Iam often asked what I propose to giv to mankind for 
their guidance in place of the Bible. Shall I tell them 
Anarchy, Socialism, Communism, etc., or shall I say we in- 
tend to do away with superstition and priestcraft, educate 
the mass, build edifices or use the churches to teach thé best 
of morals—love and fidelity, truthfulness, science, economy, 
hygiene, self-reliance—and everything that will tend to ele- 
vate us, and cause each one to be as near perfection as pos- 
sible? Weneed no Bible to teach us right and wrong ina 
simple way, but we do need teachers of high standing—high 
in moral ideas—with big views, not of selfishness, but for in- 
dividuality,to lead us up to. the true and ennobling point 
where it is possible, with culture, for man to reach. ‘Con. 
sistency, thou art a jewel.” A.D. Sway, 
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Children’s Corner, 


Hdited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whoin all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


** Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


The Home of a Tramp. 


My home is a castle; in garments of vines 
Are shrouded its cold marble walls, j 
And the sun through the clusters of leaves dimly 
shines 
To cheer the inside of its halls, 
Where soft strains of music commingling fuse 
Into showers of harmonious sound, 
And drip on the ear like the rain or the dews 
. That fall to baptize the dry ground. 


And near it for ages a streamlet has rolled 
Its glassy and rhythmical tide, 

And I love to gaze into its depths to behold 

_ Its waves down their sandy course glide, 

While the mist and the spray dim the luster of day 
And cool the red bars of the sun, 

And the waves slip and slide on each other and 

ride 

And eddy, gush, bubble, and run. 

The blossom-clad yard stretches out through a 

dale 

That is hedged by azaleas and laurel, 

And the fresh, fragrant air that I ever inhale 

` Is blown from this dale green and floral. 

All is happiness there, and no sorrow is known ; 
There I hv, and my castle is—where? 

Well, inquisitiv friend, since you ask, I must own 
That my castle is butlt tn the atr! 
Osceola Mills, Pa. Wu. ScorT. 

e 


Hygiene. 

Hygiene is a study which young and old 
should be well versed in. The word hygiene 
means the art of preserving health, and pre- 
venting disease. One of the first elements in 
preventing disease is to hav good ventilation. 
The windows in our bedrooms should always 
be kept open. If there is but one window in 
the bedroom, the top and bottom should be 
kept open—one for the inlet of pure air, and 
the other for the outlet of impure air. The 
air in large cities is purer in the night than in 
the day. Many diseases are caused from im- 
pure air. For example, consumption. But 
in some cases it is caused from checked per- 
spiration. Another thing to prevent disease 
is to bathe frequently. Health greatly de- 
pends upon keeping the skin clean. The ob- 
ject of bathing is to open the pores and let the 
impurities of the body out. Many people say 
they hav taken cold after they bathe, but, in 
.many instances, it is because they do not 
bathe often enough. In warm climates, and 
during hot weather, bathing is especially 
necessary. l 

After bathing it is a good plan to exercise. 
The time and manner of bathing is according 
to the health of the person. A person in 
sound health can take a bath any time, ex- 
cept after a meal. -Now, I hav given two 
modes of preventing disease, and I will now 
giv some ways of preserving the health. Our 
health greatly depends upon the kind of food 
we eat. The reason why we need food is be- 
cause there is so much waste and repair that 
goes on in the system. In two times of life 
the waste and repair are not exactly balanced. 
In early life the repair is greater than the 
waste. In middle age the repair and waste 
are equal. In old age the waste is greater 
than the repair. 'The most important of all 
food is bread. Bread is made out of wheat 
and is very nourishing. The white kinds of 

flour contains more gluten than the darker, 
and are therefore less nourishing. Bread that 
is raised is more wholesome than unleavened 
bread, because unleavened bread requires 
more mastication than the raised. Wheat 
bread contains nearly every principle needed 
for sustaining life, except fat. This is com- 
monly added in articles of diet, especially in 
butter. In preserving the health we should 
sleep and exercise enough, so as to giv the 
system rest and work. 

Brenna PALM (aged 14). 

Lawrence, Kan. l 


Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—REBUS. 


A ruin of thousands. 
2.—SQUARE. 
1. A head-dress. 
2. Interior. 


8. An aromatic plant. E 

4. An inflammable substance from a tree. 
5. A place for contests. 

N. Boothbay, Me. WARREN B. OROHARD. 


3.—REBUS. 
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What we hope none of our readers will be. 
4.— CENTRAL AOROSTIO. 
A kind of tree. 
Support of life. 
A boy’s name. 
An American parrot. 
A city in Brazil. 
A town in New York state. 
Jovial. 
A raised floor. 
Centrals (a river in Russia). 


Lyons, N. Y. C. R. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDRENS CORNER, 
Nov. 18, 1886. 
1.-Tanganyike. 2.-Black Spanish, Poland, 
Houdan, Leghorn, Game, Cochin China, 
Malay, Dominique, Bantam, Hamburg, 
Dorking, Brahma. 
te 
Correspondence. 


eee HorprN, Mo., Nov. 14, 1886. 
' Dear Miss Wixon: I am a little girl nine 
years of age. I am studying geography, and 
like it very much. I think the answer to 
your enigma number one, of November 18th, 
is, Tanganyika. . CORA CARTER. 

Gatton, O., Nov. 6, 1886. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I read Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER, and I think it a very nice paper. I 
saw letters from children, and I thought I 
would write and ask you for a place in the 
Children’s Corner. I am alittle girl eleven 
years old. I liv in Galion; it is a city of 
eight thousand inhabitants. There are nine 
Protestant churches and two Catholic 
churches. There are two union schools and 
one Catholic school. 1 liv part of my time 
with my auntie in Springfield, O. I like the 
Galion school best. I am in D, grammar 
tade; My teachers name is Miss Cora 

oyle. 
. When I was in Springfield I took one term 
in elocution. I sent my auntie a copy of Tue 
TRUTH SEEKER, and she thought it was good. 
I will spend my Christmas in Springfield. 
Iam going to take some TRUTH SEEKERS with 
rite. This is my first letter, and I will not 
make it very long. Hoping you will think 
this worth printing, : 

Iam your little friend, Eran VAN ETTA. 


[Ethel is a little Liberal missionary, and is 
just the kind of bright, wide-awake child that 
we like to see. We are happy to add her 
name to our list of friends.—Ep. C. C.] 


BIBLE MYTHS 


AND THEIR 


Parallels in Other Religions. 


Being a Comparison of the Old and New Testa- 
ment Myths and Miracles with those of 
heathen nations of Antiquity, Con- 
sidering also their Origin 
and Meaning. With 
numerous illus- 

t trations. 

The objectof the work 1s to point out the myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments meted 
to show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning. 

* Tt is unquestionable true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Ohristian scriptures are 

owhere else 80 ačtessible as they are now 

n the work before us."—N. Y. Sun. made 
1 vol. 8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages. 


Price, $2.50. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Olinton Place, New York. 


The bible Analyt 


John R. Kelso, A.M. 
CONTENTS: 

The Old Testament.—The New Test; — 
Creation.—The Deluge.—The Exodus The Mine 
cles cf the Bible.—The Errors of the .Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Bible.—The 
Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 


'| the Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 


Savior. ] 


Crownoctavo,8883pp. Splendi E 
by ril post paid. "bs erigndidly executed... Sent 


THE HUMBOLDT LIBRARY. 


Price 15 cents each number, unless otherwise marked, 

1. Light Science for Leisure Hours. A series of 
Rode essays on astronomical and other 
natural phenomena. By Richard A. Proc- 
tor, F.R.A.8. . 

2, The Forms of Water in Clouds and Rivera, Tés 

and Glaziers. 19 illustrations. By John Tyn- 
3 iv. 
3. Physics and Politics. An application of the 
rinciples of Natural Science to Politica 
jety. By Walter Bagehot, Author o 
“The ‘English Constitution.” : 

4. Man's Place in Nature. With numerous illus- 
trations. By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. 

5, Education, Intellectual, Moral, and Physical. 
By Herbert Spencer. 

6. Town Geology. With Appendix on Coral and 
Coral Reefs. By Charles Kingsley. 

7. Conservation of Energy. With numerous Ilus 
trations. By Balfour Stewart, LL.D. 

8, Study of Languages brought back to its Trua 
principles. By C. Marce. ; 

9, The Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer. 

10. Theory of Sound in its Relation to Music. 
Numerous illustrations. By By Prof. Pietro 
Blaserna. 

41. ) The Naturalist on the River Amazon. _A rec- 

ord of 11 years’ travel. By Henry Walter 

12. Bates, F.L.8. Not sold separately. : 

13. Mind and Body. The theories of their rela- 
tions. By Alexander Bain, LL.D. 

14. The Wonders of the Heavens. 2 illustration 
By Camille Flammarion. iiis 

15. Longevity. The means of prolongin: e after 
middie age. By John Gardner, MD. 

16. Origin of Species. By Thomas H. Huxley, 


17. Progress: Its Law and Cause. With other dis- 
quisitions. By Herbert Spencer. 

18. Lessons in Electricity. 60 illustrations. By 
John Tyndall, F.R.S. 

19. Familiar Ess&ys'on Scientific Subjects. By 
Richard A. Proctor. 

20. Romance of Astronomy. By R. Kaley Miller, 


81. The Physical Basis of Life, with other essays. 


By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.8. 
22. Seeing and Thinking. By Wiliam Kingdon 
Clifford, F.R.S. 


23. Scientific Sophisms. 
theories conce/ning Atoms, Apes, and Men. 
By Samuel Wainwright, D.D. 


24. Popular Scientific Lectures. Illustrated. By 


of. H. Helmheltz. 

25. Origin of Nations. By Prof. Geo. Rawlinson, 
Oxford University. 

26. The Evolutionist at Large By Grant Allen. 

27. History of Landholding n England. By 
Joseph Fisher; FRES. 

28. Fashion in Deformity, as illustrated in the 
customs of Barbarous and Civilized Races. 
Numerous illustrations. By William Henry 
Flower, F.R.S. 

29. Facts and Fictions of Zoology. Numerou: 
illustrations. By Andrew Wilson; Ph. D 

30. Study of Words. By Richard Chenevix 

21. Trench. 

32. Hereditary Traits and other Essays. By Rich- 
ard A. Proctor. 

33. Vignettes from Nature. By Grant Allen. 

34. Philosophy of Style. By Herbert Spencer. 

35. Oriental Religions. By John Caird, Pres. 
Univ. Glasgow; and Others. 

86. Lectures on Evolution. Illustrated. By Prof. 
T. H, Huxley. ; i 

37. Six Lectures on ht. ustrated. By John 
Tyndall. Lig y 


$5) Geological Sketches. By Archibald Geikie, 
39.5 F.R.S. 


A review of current 


40. The Evidence of Organic Evolution. By Geo. 
. Romanes; F.R.8. 


4. Curent Discussions in Science. By W. M. 
illiams, F.C.8. 
49. History of the Science of Politics. By Freder- 


ick Pollock. 
43. Darwin and Humboldt. By Professor Huxley. 
Professor Agassiz, and others. 
a Dawn, of History. By C. F. Keary, of the 
45.§ British Museum. 
Th. Ribot. Tran- 


46. Diseases of Memory. B 1 
slated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. 


17. Childhood of Religions. By Edward Clodd, 
F.R.A. 


48. Lifein Nature. Ilustrated. By Jas. Hinton. 

49. The Sun: its Constitution; its Phenomena; 
its Condition. By Judge Nathan T. Carr, 
Columbus, 

ni Money &nd the Mechanism of Exchange. By 

51.f Prof. W. Stanley Jevons, F.R.8. 

t2, Diseases of the Will. By Th. Ribot. Trans 
lated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. 

53. Animal Automatism, and other Essays. By 
Prof. T. H. Huxley; F.R.8. 

64, Birthand Growth of Myth. By Edward Clodd. 


55. Scientific Basis. of Morals, and other Essays. 
By William Kingdon Clifford, F.R.8. 


B Illusions. By James Sully. 


Sl The Origin of Species. By Charles Darwin. 

59.5. Two double numbers, 80 cents each. 

60, Childhood of the World. By Edward Clodd. 

61. Miscellaneous Essays. By Richard A. Proctor. 

62. Religions of the Ancient World. By Prof. Geo. 
‘Rawlinson, University of Oxford. Double 
: number; 30 cents. 

63. Progressive Morality, _ By Thomas Fowler, 

Bde president of Corpus Christi College, 


‘ord. 

64, Distribution of Animals and Plants. By A. 
Russel Wallace and W. T. Thiselton Dyer. 

65. Conditions of Mental Development; and other 
‘Essays. By Wm. Kingdon Clifford. 

66. Technical Education; and other Essays. By 

omas H. Huxley, F.R.S. - 

67. The Black Death. An Account of the Grent 
Pestilence of the Fourteenth Centur»- 

. F. C. Hecker. i 
68. Special number, 10 cents.) Three Essay. 
erbert Spencer. . 

69, (Double Number, scents). Fetichism : A Cor 
tribution to Anthropology and the Histor} 
of Religion. By Frit. Schultze, Ph.D. Trans- 
lated rom the German by J. Fitzgeral4. 

70. Essays Speculativ and Practical By Herber 
Spencer. n ; d 

71. Anthropology. .By Danie ilson, LL.D, 
With Appendix on Archeology. y E. B. 

^ Tylor, F.H.8. : 

72. The Dancing Mania or the Middle . B 

PF, C. Hecker, M.D. roe ae 


"v8 Eyolution in History, Language, and Science. 


our Addresses delivered at the London 
A OF tal Palace School of Art, Science, and 
erature. 
74; The Descent of Man; and selection in relation 
: io Sex.. By Charles Darwin. In £& parts 
` 15 cents each. . 


Aag- THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


-::^7. §8-Clinton Place, New York. 


"FREETHOUGHT WORKS. 
For Sale at Taz Trutu Srerxer Office. 


Birth and Death of Religions.” By 


JogN E. Burton. Price, 10 cents. 


Christian and Deist., A Business 
Man's Social and Religious Views. Bold 
and trenchant blows against theology 
andinhumanity. Price, 1.00. 


Christianity from a Scientific and 
Historical Síandpoint. By Ww. N. 
Laveen, attorney at Law.’ Contents: In- 
troduetion, Unrevealed Religion, Old 
T'estament Religion, Evidence in Support 
of Christianity, Alleged Failure of Chris- 
tianity, Proposed Substitute for Chris- 
tianity, Conclusion. 50 cents. 


Christ of Paul; or, the Enigmas of 
Christianity. St. John never in Asia 
Minor: Irenæus the author of tho Fourth 
Gospel; The Frauds of the Churchmen 
ofthe Second Century Exposed. By Gro. 
REBER. Extra cloth, 12mo, 400 pp. $2. 


Classified Bible Extracts; or, the 
Holy Seriptures Analyzed. by Ropert 
CooPzn. Price, 25 cents. 


Confessions of an Inquirer. Why 
- and What Am I? By Jams JACKSON JAR- 
ves. Price, $1.25. 


Cooper’s Lectures on the Soul. In 
which the doctrin of immortality is re- 
lipiously and philosophically considered. 


Price, 75 cents. 
Cradle of the Christ. 

Primitiv Christianity. 

ixGHAM. Price, $1.75. 


Cultivation of Art, And Its Relations 


to Religious Puritanism and Money-Get- 
ting. By A. R. Cooper. 12mo, 48 pp. 
Price, flexible cloth, 35 cents; paper, 20. 


Divine and Moral Works of Plato. 
Translated from the original Greek. With 


A Study in 
By O. B. Frorn- 


introductory dissertations and notes. 
Price, $2.50. 
Doctrin of Inspiration: being an 


Inquiry Concerning the Infallibility, In- 
spiration, and Authority of Holy Writ. 
By the Rev. Jonn MacNAvonT, M.A., In- 
. eumbent of St. Chrysostom's church, 
Everton, Liverpool, England. Price, $1.50 


Elegant Extracts from the Bible. 
: (Perhaps inelegant would bea more proper 
term.) Price, 10 cents. 


English Life of Jesus. Bx Txomas 
Scorr. Dedicated to those who seek 
rather to know the truth of facts than to 
look on unhistorical pictures. Price, $1.50. 


Epidemic Delusions. A Lecture by 
Frepericr R. Marvin, M.D. Price, 10 cts. 


Essays on Mind, Matter, Forces, The- 
ology, ete. By Cartes E. Towy- 
SEND. Extra cloth, 12mo, 404 pp. Price, 
$1.50. Sequel to Essays. By same au- 
thor. Price, 75 cents. 


WORKS OF PROF. DENTON. 
Be Thyself. Price, 10 cents. 
Christianity no Finality; or, Spirit- 


ualism Superior to Christianity. 10 cents. 


Common Sense Thoughts on the 
Bible. Price, 10 cents. 


Garrison in Heaven. A Dream. 10 cta. 


Geology; The Past and Future of our 
Planet. Price, $1.50. i 


Is Spiritualism True? Price, 10 ets. 


Man's True Savior. Price, 10 cents. 
Orthodoxy False, since Spiritualism is 


True. Price, 10 cents. 


Radical Discourses on Religious Sub- 
jects. Price, $1.25. 


Radical Rhymes. Price, $1.25. 
Sermon from Shakspere’s Text. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Soul of Things ; or, Psychometric Re- 
Searches and Discoveries. In three vol- 
umes. Price, $1.50 per volume. 


The Deluge in the Light of Modern 
Science. Price, 10 cents. 


The God Proposed for Our National 
Constitution. Price 10 certs. 


The Irreconcilable Records; or, Gene- 


sis and Geology Cloth, 40 cents; parer 
25 cents. 


The Pocasset Tragedy. 10 cents. 
Is Darwin Right? Price, $1.25. 
What ls Right? Price, 10 cents. 


What Was He? or, Jesus in the Light 
of the Nineteenth Century. Price, cloth, 
$125; paper, $1. e 


Who are Christians ? Price, 10 cents. 
Who Killed Mary Stannard? 10 cents 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


‘OALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. - 
- — OANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170.1-2 Yonge st., Toronto. 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
COLORADO. 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 


MAINE. 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
Mills). f 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 

MIOHIGAN. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 

MISSOURI. 
Dr. Wolff, 620 North 5th street, St. Louis. 
Joseph L. Andrew, Liberal. 


MONTANA. 
O. B. Whitford, Butte City. 
NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 865 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 


OHIO. 
N. Hexter, 308 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON. li 
Wm. Chance, Astoria. 
F. Hyland, Corvallis. 

PENNSYLVANIA. . 
Dr. J. H. Rhodes, 815 North 10th st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
H. Gla Luse, Waynesburg. 
W. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 

TENNESSEE. 

Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 
TEXAS. 


L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 


UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
D. F. Keeler, Park eim 

W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 

Henry Booth, Stockton. 


... VIRGINIA. 
Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker, Snowville. 


ENGLAND. 
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Robt. G. Ingersoll’s 
OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 


in the suit of the 
Bankers’ and Merchants’ 
graph Company 
against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company. 


—90— 

So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that THE TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them; for ten cents each. 


Tele- 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Thong 
anonymous, itis now known to be the work of W. 
H. BURR, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at this office. 


Satiah- Breaking. 


i BY J. E. REMSBURG. 
Author of “False. Claims,” ‘Bible 
l Morals,” Ete. 


The best arid most thorough work ever written 


on.the Sunday Question from a rational point of 


view. 


Large and Handsome Print. 
Sinare Corres, zz 
Sıx CoPrzs, - E : 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
i 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


25 cents. 
$1.00. 


LITHOGRAPHS 


‘CHARLES DARWIN 


Admirers of the Great Naturalist, and practically 
the father of Evolution, will be glad to know that 
we hav a fine lithograph of him for sale—size 
18xx?4inches on heavy plate paper. Framed, the 
picture make a splendid ornament for the 
parlors of Freethinkers. Price, 25 cents. : 

p dress THE TRUTH SEEKER, : 

Clinton Pl., New York, i 


PRICE, TWENTY-FIVE CENTS. - 
—THE— 


TRUTH SEEKER 
ANNUAL 


` dffregthinhers Almanac. 
1886 (Ex. 286). 


WITH THIRTY PORTRAITS OF DISTINGUISHED 
EUROPEAN FREETHINKERS, SOIENTISTS, AND 
| PHILOSOPHERS, AND MANY OTHER 
ILLUSTRATIONS. 


CONTENTS: 


&.. 
Calendar for 1886; Freethought in the United 
States, 1885; How the Church Filches from the 
State; Public Contributions to the Church; The 
Religion of Crime; Chaplains in our Army and 
Navy; The Higher Life, by Courtlandt Palmer; 
My Dream, by Samuel P. Putnam; The American 
Secular Union; Statistics of Our Foreign-Born 
Population: The Curate of Churnside. (Belected 
story.) By Jas, Payne; How Voltaire Died, by the 
Editor: lhe Iron Virgin; Religious Divisions of 
the World; Paine Memorial Hall (Illustrated); 
The Story of 188: Immigration to the U. 8. 
1820-1884; Freethought in Australia; Freethought 
on the Continent ; ubjects of Illustration ; Free- 
thought Journals; ligious Denominations; 
Area and Value of Farms; Population of Large 
Cities; Liberal Lecturers. 


ILLUSTRATIONS : 


Lick Observatory, Girard College, Philadelphia, 
Freethought Hall, Waco, Texas (interior view); 
Freethought Hall, Waco, Texas (exterior view); 


The Tent, lron Virgin, Paine Hall, Moncure D: 
Conway, Saladin, Annie Besant, Mary Wollstone- 
craft, G Foote, Austin Holyoake, J. S. Mill. 


George Eliot, Geo. Standring, Ernst Haeckel, 
Auguste Comte, Edward Gibbon, Max Muller, 
Thos. Huxley, Voltaire Chas. Darwin, Rousseau, 
Humboldt, Byron, Shelley, David Hume, Goethe, 
Robert Burns, Richard Carlile, Herbert Spencer, 
Castelar, Bradlaugh, Chas. A. Watts, J. A. Froude, 
John Tyndall. 


NEW YORK: : 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
83 CLINTON PLACE. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
BY W. 8. BELL. 


“Iam very much pleased with it, and I wish the 
seventy thousand ministers of this country were 
oblige : i purchase the pamphlet and read every 
word of it. A 


Price 15 cents. For sale at this office. 
$£29 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 
Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen; Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. ong 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality ; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries á the Church and Civiliz 


2 ization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 


the Church and Liberty; the Church and the: 


Antislavery Reform; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
Church and the Republic. 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Boripture : Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating: Theft and Robbery; 

* Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o 
Conquest and Extermination; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 

Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; 

Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 

Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 

and Vagrancy: Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 

ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 

Special discount on larger quantities, 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
ay Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
ab bath during the Middle Ages: The Puritan 
gabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
cholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, 25 cents; six copies, $1.00. 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the stor 
of the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead. 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates h?s name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. 
“ American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason " are given ; also, tributes to Paine’s 

. character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressiy for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 100 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and ‘containing a handsome 
Bteel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline. of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 

5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts, 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E, Free- 
thinkers’ Convention. J: &nüary 29. 1884, Price, 
10 centa. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER Co. 
33 Glinton Place, Now York 


THE TRUTH SFEKER ANNUAL | Adamas 


Price, 25 cents. 


Choice extracts from “Common Sense,” |. 


S. P. Putnam's Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 


Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. ce, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
“A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day."—John 
Swinton’s Paper. 


Golden Throne, a Romance. “The 

author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is within him. The bookisfilled with 
manly thoughts, expressed in manly words— 
the transcript of a manly mind. Every Liberal 
‘should read Golden Throne.’ "—INGERSOLL. $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 


with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty."—Dr. Henry W. BELLows. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Dou't He Lend a Hand, and 


other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 


Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 
version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the mutilated 
copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. Price 10 


ts. 
Por all of the aboye address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
33 Clinton Place. New York. 


Charles Wattss Works. 


The History of Freethought. Bound 
in cloth and lettered. Price,$1.295. CONTENTS : 
Section L Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. 


Section 1l. 

Owes to Mohammedanism. Section III. Free. 
thought Martyrs and, Confessors. Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Sec- 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


The American Secular Union; its 
Necessity, and the Justice of its Nine Demands. 
(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll.) 
82 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22pagesin cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Christ:an Evidences (riticised A 
reply to the * Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh. Con- 
tents : The Origin of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are published at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS BACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible: Freethought and 
Modern Progress ; Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
larism; Science and Bible | Antagonistic ; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. For all of 
the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 

ER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


KERSEY GRAVES'S WORKS. 


Sixteen Saviors or None. Br Kre- 
SEY GRAVES, auther of the World's Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors; The Bible of Bibles, and 
Biography of Satan. Paper; 75 cents; cloth, $1. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thotgand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
deliiegtion of the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of their doctrins. Price, $2. 


Biography of Satan; or, & Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 35 cents. 


The World’s Sixteen Crucified Say- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 
origin. of all the doctrines, principles, precepts, 

and miracles of the Christian New Testament. 

and furnishing a key for unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 
story of sixteen oriental crucitied gods. $2. 
dress THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
33 Clinton Place. New York. 


WHATS TO BE DONE? | 


A NIHILISTIC ROMANCE. 


By N. G. TOHERNYCHEWSEY. With a portrait 
of the Author. quse by BENJ. 
UCKER. 


Written in Prison. Suppressed by the Czar. The 
Author Over Twenty Years an Exile in Sibe- 
ria. Russian Edition worth $6008 Copy. 
First American Edition Exhauste 

in Four Days. Second now 
end Àn Elegant 
olume of 330 
Pages. 
PRESS COMMENTS: 

To call the book the “Uncle Tom's Cabin” of 
Nihilism is scarcely extravagance.—Boston Adver- 

er. 

It is perhaps the book which has most power- 

influenced the youth of Russia in their 
growth into Nihilism, and it is remarkable and 
noteworthy as a work which hag played so impor- 
tanta part in the political and social history of 
the century.—Boston Courier. |. 

Asa revelation of folk hfe it is invaluable; we 
hav no other Russian pictures that compare with 
it.—Providence Star. m 

The characters are so strongly and vividly drawn 
that the interest in their fate becomes intense as 
the thread of the narrativ is slowly unwound.— 
Boston Saturday Evening Gazette. OP 

When we come to consider the publication of 
such books as Flaubert’s * Salammbo ” and Tcher- 
nychewsky's “ What's To Be Done?" we cannot 
avoid the conclusion that something must hav 
happened, to the society for the suppression of 
indecent literature.—St. Louts Republican, 


In cloth, $1; Paper, 75 cents, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, * 
88 Clinton Place, New York. 


TRUTH SEEKER LIBRARY. 


“he World's Sages, Thinkers, and 
Reformers. ‘The Biographies of 
three hundred of the most distinguished 
teachcrs and philosophers (who were not 
Christians), from the time of Menu to the 

resent. By D. M. BENNETT. 1,075 pages, 
vo. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4,00; moroc- 
co, gilt edges, $4.50. 


The Champions of the Church; Their 


Crimes and Persecutions.  Bio- 
graphical sketches of prominent Chris- _ 
tians. A companion book to ** The World's 
Sages,” etc. By D. M. BrxwETT. 8vo., 
1,119 pages. Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. 


. The Gods. and Religions of Ancient 


and Modern Times. Vol. I. givs 
8 full account of all the gods the nations 
of the earth hav worshiped, including 
Jehovah, Satan, the Holy Ghost, Jesus 
Christ, Virgin Mary, and the Bible. 835 
pages, 8vo. Vol. II. describes fully all 
the religious systems of the world, includ- 
ing Judaism, Mohammedanism, and Chris- 
tianity; the latter occupying 372 pages, 
going fully into its merits. 949 pages. 
By D. M. Benyerr. Written in prison at 
Albany. In cloth, $3.00 per volume, or 
$5.00 for the two volumes; in leather, 
$7.00; in morocco, gilt edges, $8.00. 


Supernatural Religion. An inquiry 
into the reality of divine revelation. De- 
cidedly the most thorough and exhaustiv 
work on the claims of supernaturalism 
ever written. By F. W. Newman, Emeritus 
Professor of the London University. 1,115 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $4.00; leat’ er, $5.00; 
morocco, gilt edges, $5.50. 


The Great Works of Thomas Paine. 
Including The Age of Reason, Examina- 
tion of Prophecies, Reply to Bishop of 
Llandaff, Letters to Mr. Erskine, Essay 
on Dreams. Letter to Camille Jordan, 
The Religion of Deism, Commoa Sense, 
The Crisis, and The Rights of Man; the 
wholer - ‘eded by the Life of Paine, and 
a steel-plate portrait. 800 pages, 8vo. 
Cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; morocco; 
gilt edges, $4.50. 


Analysis of Religious Belief. An 
examination of the Creeds, Rites, and 
Sacred Writings of the world. By Vis- 
count AMBERLEY, son. of the late Lord 
"ohn Russell, twice Premier of England. 
Jomplete from the London edition. 745 
pages, 8vo. In cloth, $3.00; leather, $4.00; 
Morocco, gilt edges, $4.50. ^. 


` The foregoing volumes are called * The 
Truth Seeker Library." If all are ordered to. 
gether and sent by express, one dollar will be 
deducted from the price of each, . 


B. F. UNDERWOOD’S WORKS. 


FOR 8ALE AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE, 


Essays and Leetures. Embracing In. 
fluence of Christianity on Civilization; 
Christianity and Materialism; What Lib. 
eralism offers in Place of Christianity; 
Scientific Materialism; Woman; Spiritual. 
ism from a Materinlistic Standpoint; Paine 
the Political and Religious Reformer; Ma- 
terialism and Crime; Will the Coming 
Man Worship God? Crimes and Cruelties 
of Christianity; the Authority of the 
Bible; Freethought Judged by its Fruits; 
Our Ideas of God. 300 pp., paper, 66 
cents; cloth, $1. 


Influence of Christianity upon Civil- 


ization. 25 cents. 
Christianity and Materialism. 15 
cents. 


Vhat Liberalism Offers in Place of 
Christianity. 10 cents. 


Scientific Materialism: its Meaning 
and Tendency. 10 cents. 

Spiritualism from a Materialistic 
Standpoint. 10 cents. 


Paine the Po. .cical and Religious 
Reformer. 10 cents. 


Woman: Her Past and Present: Her 
Rights and Wrongs. 10 cents. 


Waterialism and Crime. 10 cents — — 
will the Coming Man Worship God? 


0 cents. 


Crimes and Cruelties of Christianity. 
10 cents. 


Twelve Tracts. Scientific and Theo- 
logical. 20 cents. 


t 

Burgess-Underwood Debate. A four 
days’ debate between B. I. UNDERWOOD 
and Prof. O. A. Burcess, President of the 
Northwestern Christian University, In- 
dianapolis, Ind. Accurately reported. 
188 pp. Paper, 50 cents. Cloth, 80 cents. 


Underwood-Marples Debate. A four 
nights’ debate between B. F. UNDERWOOD 
and Rev. Jon Marries. Fully reported, 
Paper, 35 cents; cloth, 60 cents. i 


i 
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Jloctry. 


Sage, Singer and Thoughtless World. 


Within an old town by the sea 
A wise man and a singer dwelt; 
The wise man spoke laboriously, 
And taught with pain the truth he felt. 
The singer scattered everrwhere 
His careless music to the air. 


The wise man and the singer both 
Lie now within the churchyard green; 
Summer and spring hav plighted troth, 
Au hundred years they hav not seen. 
No traces of their vanished feet 
Are in the old, high-gabled street: 


And of the-wise man’s labored words 

Not one is now remembered well, : 

, But still, as clearly as spring birds, 

The singer's simple love-songs swell, 
And in the old town seem a part ° 
Of every home and every hear}. 

—Portiand Transcript. 
e mm 


The Weary. Dreamer. 


I am tired of planning and toiling 
In the crowded hives of men; : 
Heart weary of bnilding and spoiling, 
And spoiling and building agam. 
And I lung for the d. ar old river, 
Where I dreamed my youth away; 
For a dreamer livs forever, 
' And a toiler dies in a day. 


Iam sick of the showy seeming, 
Of a life that is half a lie; 
Of the faces lined with with scheming 
In the throng that burries by. 
From the sleepless thought’ endeavor, 
I would go where the children play; 
For a dreamer livs forever, 
And a toiler dies in a day. 


I feel no pride, but pity 

For the burdens the rich endure, 
There is nothing sweet in the city 

- But the patient lives of the poor.. 
Oh, the little hands sc skilful, 

And the child-mind choked with weeds, 
The daughter's heart grown wilful, 

And the father's heart that bleeds 


No, no! from the street’s rude bustle, 
From trophies of mart and stage, 
T would fly to the wood's low rustle, 
And the meadow’s kindly page. . 
Let me dream, as of old, by the river; 
And be loved for the dream alway ; 
For a dreamer livs forever, © 
And a toiler dies in a day. 
—Juhn Boyle OReilly, 


Book Notes. 


“Fourth National Convention of the 
Bureaus of Statistics of Labor in the United 
States,” with papers read before the conven- 
tion, is a pamphlet put forth by Miller, Girton 
& Walters, Des Moines, Iowa. 


The Agnostic Annual for 1887, edited by 
Charles A. Watts, opens with an article enti- 
tled ** The Modesty of Agnosticism,” by Mrs. 
E. Lynn Linton, which is followed by other 
articles of merit. Price 25 cents. 


Mr. Charles Watts's pamphlet, ** Saints or 
Sinners: Which?” bearing the imprint of the 
Truth Seeker Company, is one of the author’s 
best, not to say funniest. It is sharper than 
a serpent's tooth. Price 10 cents. 


“ The Knights’ Book ” professes to set forth 
the principles and aims of the noble order of 
Knights of Labor. The author turns casually 
to a review of the chivalry and knighthood of 
the Middle Ages. The name of the author is 
not divulged. Price 20 cents. 


** Social Ethics,” a pamphlet, contains sy- 
nopses of addresses before the Society of Med- 
ical Jurisprudence and State Medicin by 
Messrs. Kitchell and Benn and Dr. Wm 
MeLaury. It is an able, deep, and quite 
broad discussion of the social evil. 


“The Glory of Unbelicf” is by Charles 
Watts, who points out that the greatest 
achievements of mankind hav been wrought 
by those who had no faith in the popular re- 
ligion; and herein lies the glory of unbelief. 
The price of this neat little pamphlet is 10 
cents. 


Something tremendous in size is Shoppell’s 
monthly Modern Houses. The 75 or 80 pages 
are as big as those of Tue TRUTH SEEKER, 
and twice as heavy. It is full of handsome 
drawings, and tells all about how to build a 
house—anything from a cathedral to a cot- 
tage. Price $1 per number. 


` 


Some of the matter which has recently ap- 
peared in the wider columns of Lucifer is 
now reproduced in a pamphlet called 
‘ Autonomy, Self-Law—What are its De- 
mands? A Brief Exposition of the Basic 
Principles of Individualism in its Relation to 
Society and Government,” by M. Harman. 
It deals with the case of Mr. Walker and bis 
wife, now in jail for being unorthodox in 
their marriage ceremony. The printer’s devil 


got in some of his most fiendish work in mak- 
ing up the pamphlet, for which the author 
duly apologizes at the end. This work is 
calculated to make clear the reason why Mr. 
Walker and Miss Harman did not call ina 
minister on the occasion of their accepting 
each other for better or for worse. Price, 10 
cents. Pom 


Dr. Caleb S. Weeks, a well-known member 
of the Manhattan Liberal Club, has written, 
and Fowler & Wells hav published, a 24-page 
pamphlet on ‘‘ The Causes of the Decay of 
Teeth.” As Dr. Weeks is a practical dentist, 
and a philosophér as well, his pamphlet can 
be depended upon to impart valuable truths. 


|! Price 10 cents. 


We hav received from Dr. M. L. Holbrook 
a 152.page book. with red silk binding and 
red-edges, bearing the title ** Never Forget- 
ting; or, How to Strengthen the Memory," 
printed on the side and back. The author 
of this book believes that the memory can be 
strengthened so as to be many times stronger 
than it would be without culture. Price $1. 


The latest from the pen of Dr. O. B. Whit- 
ford is a hundred-page p-mphlet on “ The 
Origin of the Christian Bible.” Dr. Whitford 
has made deep researches into the Bibles of 
all lands, along with Jacolliot, Müller, Cham- 
pollion, and others, and finds that the Bible 
myths and fables are mere copies. His little 
offering should be in all libraries. Price 25 
cents. 


George William Foote, of London, has had 
the * nerve? to publish a series of ** Letters 
to Jesus Christ." There is no bashful hesi- 
tancy about our English brethren. Mr. Foote 


| desires to know about the incarnation, the | 


crucifixion, the resurrection, the ascension, 
the miracles, etc., and his letters touch upon 
these mysterious subjects. Pamphlet, 82 pp; 
15 cents. 


The ‘‘ Report of Proceedings of the Thirty- 
fourth Annual Session of the International 
Typographical Union” held in Pittsburgh, 
Pa:, June, 1886, is a bulky volyme of 312 
quarto pages from the press of the Craftsman, 
Washington, D. C. It contains portraits of 
G. W. Childs and Anthony J. Drexel, and a 
facsimile of the $10,000 draft which these 
gentlemen gave to the Typographical Union. 


The National Secular Society’s Almanac for 
1887, edited by Charles Bradlaügh and Annie 
Besant, is out. It contains a number of good 
articles and a large amount of tabulated infor- 
mation about English finances. In England 
the price is sixpence; in America, 25 cents— 
the difference in price arising from the tariff 
imposed to protect the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 


'| AND FREETHINKERS' ALMANAO, to appear next 


month. 


** Objections to the Orthodox Belief in the 
Resurrection of the Body” is a pamphlet 
Containing the formulated views of Dr. W. 
H. Benson on this subject. It is almost like 
slaying the slain to attack this particular 
phase of the Christian superstition, but those 
who still believe in the physical resurrection 
may read Dr. Benson’s pamphlet with profit. 
Address the author, 1225 Filbert street, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 


We hav just printed for Col. John R. Kelso 
a 12mo book of 245 pages, under the title, 
‘Spiritualism Sustained by the Bible.” 
Among the snb-titles are ‘‘ Spiritualism Sus- 


tained by the Christian Church ;” ‘‘ Spiritual- 


ism a Necessity in God's General Govern- 
ment;” “ Spiritual Mediumship,” and 
** Objections tu Spiritualism Answered.” He 
makes out a strong case—not that Spiritualism 
is true upon its own evidence, but that it is 
true if the Bible is. So far as the author him- 


self is concerned, however, he has no doubt 


of the general truth of Spiritualism, to which 
he is a comparativly recent convert. This 
book is not designed to arouse the yearning 
for a future life in the flinty bosom of the Ma- 
terialist, but it will put the Christian in a posi- 
tion where, logically, he must accept Spirit- 
ualism or reject the Bible. Price $1. 

————— —4-9-9— —————— 

Poker and Religion, 


The following story is told about the actors 
Robson and Crane by the Bostoh Herald 
Mr. Robson, hy the way, is an Investigater- 
reading Freethinker; ‘‘ Not far from Robson 
and Crane’s summer house at Cohasset there 
stands in a shady nook a little house of wor- 
ship, which hoth the actors are wcnt to at- 
tend every Sabbath regularly—unless the 
wind is good for a cruise in Mr. Crane's 
yacht. Onebright Sunday morning last sum- 
mer, whilethe birds were chirping in the trees 


.three aces.’ 
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to escape sunstroke. and the sheep and cattle 
browsed on the tender pasturage or waded in 
the brooks to cool off, the comedians, accom, 
panied by their wives, hitched up the carryall 


and drove down to church. - The-members of 


the'congregation are great admirers of Rob- 
son and ` Crane— who hav lived among them 
80 many years—and are always disposed to 
extend them such delicate and flattering atten- 
tions as a seat in the amen Corner, permitting 
them to act as ushers, to pass the contribution- 
box, and the like. It so happened that on 
this particular occasion the worthy dcacons 
who officiated jn passing the plates were ab- 
sent, so the good old pastor from his. pulpit 
kindly asked, * Won't Brothers Robson and 
Crane be kind enough to take np the regular 
missionary offering while Sister Jones p ays a 
Short selection?! The comedians cheerfully 
stepped from their.seats in the Cool corner, 
and passed up the aisles with the round, old- 
fashioned boxes so Common in Eastern houses 
of worship. Not more than thirty people 
were in attendance at church that morning, 


and the contribution was not what it might- 


hav been—in fact, in Mr. Robson’s box there 
were but two nickels and three two-cent 
pieces, while Mr: Crane’s boasted of the trifling 
sum of two nickels and three one-cent pieces. 
On. being asked to state the amount of the 


Collection, with a far-away look upon his 


dreamy face, Mr. Crane rose, meclianica ly 
Shook each contribution-box, and replied, in 
a Sort of half-asleep, midnight voice, * Brother 
Robson has a pair of fives and three deuces. 
and the pot's mine, for I've got two fives and 
It took Mr. Crane all.one week 
to explain individually to the horrified con- 
gregation how he came to fall so far from 
grace. LE 3 


OTTO WETTSTEIN’S 
PROGRAM FOR THE HOLIDAYS! 


IMMENSE STOCK OF 


King Gold and Silver Watches. Diamond Ji gwelry, 
Gold and, Plated. Chains, Bravelets, Necklaces, 
Lockets, Pins, Drops, Studs, Sleeve “Buttons: 
Plain, Chased, ana Set Rings (a specialty); Gold 
and Silver Headed Caner; Guld Pens, Pencils, and 
Toothpicks; Gold and Silver Thimbles, Silver and 
Plated Ware, utlery, Razors, Revolvers, Opera 
Glasses, Gold Spectaclés, Eye Glasses, Albums, 

armonieas, etc s etc. 

All these goods will be sent snbject to approval 
and return if not entirely. satisfactory J and ga 
refunded, and as a special inducement Ishall de 


duct 20 per cent from lowest bottom prices else- 
Where. 


For a Christmas gift, 
nothing is nicer:than one 
of my beautiful badges, 
enameled on sólid gold 
. in four colors. ~ 
Pricer, size of cut, $3. 
A 1350. $4. With genuin 

d diamond, $6 to $10. 

Just ou: Exactly like 
Q7 above, but maller » i8. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
Rochelle, Ill. 


Wottoes fur Freethinkers. 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
vards, which we offer for sale. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the ** God-bless-our- 
home” placards which disfigure the walls of so 
many houses. They are printed on heavy card- 
board, 9 inches by 221-8. The motto is in black. 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gram of U. M. L. The following are the various 
readings: 


: THE LIVING HAV A RIGHT TO CONTBOL H 
: THE WORLD. = : 
3 A * 
: FREE THOUGHT WILL GIV U8 TRUTH. 


: SUPERSTITION IS THE CHILD ons SLAVERY, : 


È THE TIME TO BE HAPPY I8 NOW, H 
H AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY IS HERE. : 


NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLÉ 
TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. 


THE WORLD IS MY COUNTRY; 
TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION. `- 


eessüeaaüecsaesesteseceetueeceeten T TETTETETT 


The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents. 
For Freethought societies there is a large card 
23 x 15 inches printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading; containing the Nine Demanda of Liber- 
alism. Framed it maker a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Price, 30 
cents. Anyof these will he sent postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. : 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
88 Clinton Pl., New York City. 


BLASPHEMY 


—AND— 


THE BIBLE. 


BY ©. B: REYNOLDS. 


Showing that the Bible and the believers in it 
are the real blasphemers, and not the Secu- 
larists. 

This is the pamphlet for the distribution of 
which Mr. Reynolds is now indicted, and to be 


TRIED FOR BLASPHEMY: 


next January. 


PRICE, 10 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.: 


CABINET PH OTOGRAPHS. OF 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 


35 Cents Each. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


The Mirror of Freethought 


BY ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
FREETHOUGHT AND RADICAL ADVOCATE 
(of England). 


SECOND E EDITION. 


Charles Watts’s- Literary Guide gays: * We are 
glad to record the appearance of a second edition 
of this admirable b The various Tapers—ten 
iu all—are some of the authors best work.” 

The Middleboro News says: *' These essays are 
brimming with careful thought and judicious re- 
searc 

The Yorkshire Chronicle says : '* These essays are 
not unworthy the attention of the scientific 
student tLough written for the uninitiated.” 


Prick, 50 CENTS. - 
Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Paine Vindicated 


—_~o— 
A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York. Observer's slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- ` 
ican Revolution. Containing 
both the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL; 


—0— 


The New York Observer PEER having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. 


TOGETHER WITH 
: ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 


Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death 
bed of Thomas Paine. : 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


"Spp. Price 15 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER co.. 


WORKS OF 0. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 


Address 


Christianity a Reward for Crime. 
> : Authenticated by the Bible. 


Paper, 12m0, 29 pages, - - - 102. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 


Paper, 12.no, 47 pages, - - -  15c. 


Origin of the Christian Bible. 


Paper, 12.n0, U5 pages, 25c. 


A Masonic Vindication of Right. 
* A Protest Against Persecution. 
Paper, 12m0, 36 Pages, -~ & ow 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

33 Clinton PL. New York 


THE slt oF 


“NTELLECTOAL LIBERTY 


From Thales to Copernicus. 


By FREDERIC MAY HOLLAND, Author of ‘‘The l 
Reigu of the Stoics.” 


“ This is a book not only to be read once, but te 
be kept aud referred to, and pondered, over tron. 
year to Tear It is a guide-book of Liberalium 
hrough the past centuries prior to 1600, the era o; 
Copernicus and Bruno, It does not take the place 
of other histories like Gibbon, Hallam, or Lecky, 
but 1$ makes them intelligible by pointin ont the 
white light that his been cast upon the lurid 
clouds o ie ovens muperstition, and cruelty, 
from the little stream of Freethought that has 
flowed in its ragged, broken, and obstructed course 
down through the ages which now liv only as our 
realm of Memory and Admonition.” ` 

PRICE, $3.50. 


Octavo, 458 pp. 
THE TRUT" SFRKER ANNUAL. 


Price, 25 cents, 


150. 


Ingersolls 3 
4 The Gods. Paper, 50.6. 


In tive lectures comiprini 

© Humboldt mee Thonas ^n. 
ity," aud “ Heretics alid “He 
The Gnosis Paper, 50d 
Ooutenta: “The Ghosta," **: 
Woman, and Child,” “The | 
lepandence,” “About Fari 
“© The Grant Banquet,” “H 
Olark” “The: Past Rines | 
Dream,” and “A Tribute to; 


Some Mistakes of Muse: 
. cloth, $1.25. MET 
Interviews on Talmage 
plain cloth, $1.25, nee 


What Must We Do to E 
per, 35 cents, Bayliss. 
The Christian Religi 
ngersoll, Judge Jeremiah: + 
George F. Fisher. Paperssi 
Orthodoxy: ` 56 pages, 

10 cents, $1.00 per doz. post -— 
large, clear type. and conte 
could be delivered 1a two, 
This makes a grand . miss 
Liberals should scatter it gel 
Ingersoll Catechised:] 

a Number of Vital Questio: - 

the editor of the san Frani- 
Geuts per dozen: 35 copies 

, Milions of these shuald be; ` 
Vindication of Thom: . 
the attacks of the New Yur! 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 10 ¢ 


Address on the Civit: 
Large size octavo, paper, 1f. 


Ingersoll’s Lectures € 
ound in one volume, To 

for Mr, Ingersoll’s worki; th. 
his lectures, except/the . 
doxy," bound in oue;beanu 
calf, library style, and , co’ 
pages, which is sold at th 
price of $. Sent by! mail p 
Tributes. There- hav 
applications for Mr. ‘Inger 
His Brother," “The raion o 
Banquet Toast," and the. ri 
Little Harry Miller's Gra 
been printed on heavy tone. 
minated border, and in larg 
ble for framing, and the foc 

to any address, for 50eth or 


Prose Poems and Sek 
new bouk wa gem. It is e 
spect, Iu fact, one of the 
best ever issued. It conta 
ebrated “ Decoration Day ¢ 
fore published, aud all the | 
heretofore printed in varioi 

rought together till now. 
selected fromthe speevhe 
ures, letters, table-talks, r 
versationsof the author, T 
for and will be accepted byte 
a rare personal soüvenir. Lo help it serve this 

urpowe,a fine steel :portjait, with autograph 
ac simile, has been prepaged especially for it. 
Price, in silk cloth. bevel edges, gilt back 
and wide, £2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library sty e, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
. Tocco, gilt. exqnisitly tine, $7.50; in full tree 

‘calf, highest possible style and tinish, $9. 


The Busts ot. Voltaire, Paine, and 
Ingersoll.. Cabinet size; true to 
life, Brice $1.50 each.: Every admirer of these 
apostles of Religious Liberty should hav them. 

Photographs of Cotonel Ingersoll. 


Superb photographs, 22x28, $5; panel, 10% x17, 
$3; boudoir, $1: cabinet. 40 cents: card, 20 ets, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 


By Geo, M. Davenvort. This’is a little buok— 
a pamphlet of 32 well-tilled pages. costing only 
Sa qnarter.” but as fill of meat an an egg, It is 
well called “ practical,” for we tind nothing un- 
practical init. Hens, dicks, geese, and turkeys 
are particularly discussed and their: ecouomic: 
breeding and keeping treated of. There are many 
practical hiuts about keeping poultry on a large 


scale, aud, all in all, it is & verv useful addition to |. 


the poultry literature of the dav, 
TRUUH SEEKER Office, 
33 Clinton Place. New York, 


Protection or Free Trade 
' An Examination of the Tariff Question with 
Especial Regard to the Interests of Labor. 
BY HENRY GEORCE 
Iu this book theauthor designs to show that 
beneficial results would follow the abolition 
of all tariffs on importations. 
Octavo, 360pp.; price, $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


BOUKS UN MEDICAL AND SUCIAL 
l SUBJECTS: ` 

PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDIĈAL COM- 
MON SENSE. Bx Dr. E. B. Foote, In one baud- 
some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated, Cloth, $3.25—in English or German 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. ^ 

SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tnbhs. the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Tronblesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B. Foote. Five volumes at $f each, or $5 
per set ior five volumes in oue for $2, 

SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG 
850 pages, illustrated and cloth bound, 
volume of * Seicncein Story.”) 50 vents, 


HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- | 


cipes. 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam- 
phiets)._ By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease, ” representing the germ 
theory, advocating persoual and pnblie hygiene 
and opposing vaccination: “Health in the Sun- 
beam,” considering the blne-glas« eure—of value 
to mek and well. By mail, 10 cents each. 

HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets), “The Law 
of Heredity.” by Prof. Brooks. 336 pages, cloth 
bound. $2; “Heredity,” by Loring Moody, 159 

agen. cloth, 7h cents: “The Law of Heredity.” by 

H. Marsh. 10 cents: “The Alphabet of the 
Human Temperaments,” with illnstrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents: “ Generation hefore Regen- 
eration.” by Dr. E. B. Foote. Jr.. 10 centu; “Re 
1882," 10 centa; “ Third Annual Convention of the 
Institnte of Heredity,Mav 29, 1883," 10 centa. 
: dress THE TRUTH sEEKER., 


A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages. 
| CAPTA INS OF INDUSTRY: 
OR, : 


i MEN or Busixgss Wuo Drm Someraina BESIDES 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
E 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


ASIUDY | 
PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY 


BY LEWIS G. JANES. `. 
This book treats of the natura! evolution of the 
Christian’ religion, its historical antecedents. in 


Palestinian Judaism and Roman Paganism ; in- 
vestigates thé history of the founder of’Christian- 


ity in the light of the latest scientific criticism of |: 
true story oi |: 


‘Exeter Hall. 


the New Testament; shows that t 
the Man. Jesus, and: his genuin teachings are 
separable from the later legendary accretions 
which hav confounded him with the’ mythical 
Christ, and traces the natural development of 
Christian dogma .and ecclesiastical institutions, 
Complete references and full index. 
cloth, gilt top. - Price $1.50. 

Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER Office. 


A SKETCH OF THE LIFE © 


APOLONIUS OF TYANA, 


. : OR THE 
First Ten Dec^»des of Our Era. 


. BY ` 
DANIEL M. TREDWELL. 

Designed to show upon the authority of History 
that Apollonius of Tyana performed miracles an 
poke wise savings eqnal to those attributed to 

egus Christ. 850pp., octavo, best style. Price $2.50, 


Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER office. 
MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


x ` OR, Dl 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 


BY 
^ H.J. SEIGNEURET, 
= Becularist. 
Price, To. 2 0. 10 cents, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
SACRED MYSTERIES 


AMONG THE . ; 
Majas and tne Quiches 11,500 
| Wears Ago. - 


| ORIGIN OF ' HE BIBLIAT, MYTH 


(The fifth | 


By AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON. 
Illnstrated. = — -= - Price, $2.50. 
For Sale at this office. ae? 


Magine Money, n 2 
A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 


BY JANES PARTON, 


This hook contains 400 pages, plainly printed, 
treating of forty-six characters in histor? who hav 
helped the world: together with 


Pric, - - - - - $135. 


dar THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
Aas $8 Clinton Place, New York. 


‘Family Creeds, 


820pp. 8vo, f- 


eight portraits. 
| Mr, Parton's works need. no commendation. They. 


porta of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during | 2e Standard. 


; For halė at thia office. 


i  FRE6EtTHOUGHT : OVE! $S, 
‘The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


written Radical romance, - By Wm. McDonne 
author of Excter Hall, Family Creed», Day of 
st, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents: cloth, $1.25. 
By Wilia McDon- 
nell, author. of “Exeter Hall.” Price, cloth. 
$1.35: paper, 75 cents. 
** One of the most excit- 
ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents, 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
Geerge Eliot’s works. By. Frederika Macdon- 

eld. 404 pages. $1.25, . 

The Outeast. A deep, finely written 

^ Radical story... From the London edition, By 
‘Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 


80 cents. : 
All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
“The great charm of 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcel prepared to ex- 

find. im such a marked degree, even 


$1.50. Address 


TRAVELS IN FAT” 
From Tradition to Reason. 
E BY ROBERT C. ADAMS, 


'Oloth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


stition. e Only Ill 

Children's Story-Book everissued. 60full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large t o, heavy 
toned paper, broad margins, . illuminate 
covers ; 4to. 924 pp., bds.: $1.25. 


T wo Little Hed Mittens. = Story of 
ight Almsh: . i t 
he e Prive 10 conta, Por gale atthis ofico. 


A pples of Gold. A Story-Book for 
e Young Folks. By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.95. ig very.excel- 
lent work for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second. has been issued ata reduced price of 
a SRE, dine Mine ads ary 

o o! e: author whic! ve 
Poach the value of the volume. gd 


Tie Youth’s Liberal Guide. By 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M, Price; $1.00. This 
volume aims atthe education of youth in the 
-principles of Freethought, at the same time 

t x d pinculoates moral duties and human 

TOM & gj int of pure reason an 
common Sense, ddress P; TRUTH 
SEEKER. 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 
vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions. 

. with numerous references and citations, that 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
= other proposi dtions in the same book. 

cen! 


lly quali- 
cian, and 


ORRHOSA 
OTENCY 
;| a8 the: result of self- 
[abuse in youth and 
sexual excesses in ma- 
turer years, causing . 
night émissions by 
L———4 dreams, loss of sexual 
i ,.power, renderin 
ad unhappy, etc., are cure 
htside ape cation.in sixty 
IMEDICIN USED. It is one 
ble: discoveries, which ig en- 
s medicalprofession. It is 
‘Tp, such as a pad, belt, pas- 
ipliance, but simply.a medi- . 
Rally on the paris &ffected, 
ion. Send five 2-cent atamps 
selon, giving. full informa- 
| P. Fellows, Vineland, N. J. 
8 adve ent. : 
begs leave to say.that he is 
pronounced character. Bro. 
ges solicited... |. 


PERFECT NODE 


Or ONE OF 
Q 


HOUSES 


"SHOEEUL7S MUDEKN HULSES” No, 8. 
(Just Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. 


A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and f 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces for ' 


constructing a model house, with plain directions 
for putting them together. t : 
While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
mort popular designs, so exact that it is useful to. 
uilders. g 
55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15.000). . 
2 New Desigus for Barns. 
1 New Design for a Chapel. - . 
Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 
(by Maria Parlon) aud a perfect Cistern. ; 
An Article on Villa Park Associations. 
BENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE, $1. 
Address 


THE CO-OPFBATIVE BUILTING PLAN AS30'N. 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. . 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting sctence and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it. 

Price, six copies, 80 cents; one dozen, 50 cents ; 
twenty-five copies for $1: one hundred copies for 
$8. We wish that the friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


THF MODERN BALAAM. 
Showing the Balaam of modern times to be the 
priests. frina splendid pictorial] argument. Price 
per dozen, 30 cents; per hundred. $1.50. 


CHRISTIANITY 


A REWARD FOR CRIME. 


substantiated by the Bible. 


BY e 
O. B. WHITFORD, M. D. mE 
Price 16 Cent». | Per Dozer, $1.00, 


TRUTH SEEKER, 
Adaren THEE Glinton Place, New York. 
THE 
CONVENTIONAL SITES OF OUR 


CIVILIZATION. 
From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
SEVENTH EDITION, ; 
A most powerfully written book.—Pht!a. Record, 
This Book is not a Book! It is a Deed! and 
those who oppose it will prove that they fear it.— 


Fie: News, Price, 50 cents. 
nna Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., 
' 88 Clinton P).. New York. 
REPLY 


TO REV. L. A. LAMBERT'S 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.” 
By R. W. Lacy 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priest's 
sophistry, unfairness, and histor- 
. ical misstatement. 
Prio., Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 Cents. 


t is, in fact. à most practical lesson in Arche | 


768 


ews | of #1 


CmsorsNATI had a $62! 
day. 

CnmEsrER A. ARTHUR, 
United States, died on tk 


Tux Statue of Liberty: 
the direction of M. Edy 
dent of the American 
Electric: Manufacturing 
Company. The expense 
is about $50 per week. 

Report comes. from. 
Philadelphia that the late! 
Urish H. Stevens, „ong 
of the founders and gen-! 4 
eral master workman of 
the Knights of Labor, 
got his suggestions in re-, 
gard to inaugurating the: 
order from the spirit- | 
world. Mr. Stevens swas:: = 
a Spiritualist. ^ 

A PETITION asking. for. 

a new trial for. the Chi-. 
cago Anarchists is in cir- : 
culation in New York. 
The petition “was | ' pút ` 
forth by the Central La- 
bor Union of this city at; 
the suggestion of Mrs: A. 
C. Macdonald, who laid 
the matter before that 
body on the 14th inst. — 

Tar Rev. .Justin D. 
Fulton, of Brooklyn, is 
having ‘a fight: with: the’ 
trustees of his church. ! 
He declares that -four| 
deacons hav got to get: 

. out or he will resign.. 
The deacons intimate: 
that Mr. Fulton's resig. 
nation would be accept- 
able. The trouble is 
about Miss Donnington. d 


On one of the lo 


railways of Russia o —— MÀ 


cars are to be provided on Sundays in which 
priests of the Greek church will conduct reg- 
ular services for the benefit of the railroad 

.men and others who are deprived of their 
regular worship. 


Joan L. Surtrvan made $8,000 by knocking 
out Mr. Paddy. Ryan at San Francisco jP 
recently. 


Tae Hungarian artist Munkacsy’ 8 painting 
of “Christ before Pilate” is now on exhibi- 
tion in this city. 
_ Mr. G. W. Cumps, of Philadelphia, de- 
clines to be a candidate for mayor at the 
election next February. 


Tax ‘‘boodle” aldermen of New York are 
confessing, and the belief is that a number of 
them are destined to land in jail. 


Ir takes elght tons of fowlto go around 

among the inmates of New York's municipal 
prisons, hospitals, and charitable institutions 
on Thanksgiving day. 
' Mrs. Mary Nash AGNEWw and Miss-Grace 
H. Dodge hav been appointed to the New 
York board of school commissioners and hav 
taken the oath of office. 


Mary SnrRIDAN, a woman 74 years old, 
alleges that the Rev. Father Patrick F. 
Hickey, of the church of the Epiphany, has 
appropriated to his own use the sum of 
$4,902.16 belonging to her. 


Mrs. CazoLiNE SoHULTZ, the founder and 
superintendent of a faith-cure orphanage in 
this city, is under arrest for keeping children 
without a license. The granting of a license 
to Mrs. Schultz will be opposed, because she 
trusts in prayer to cure the sick orphans 
under her charge instead of calling in a phy 
sician. 

Mr. CLEVELAND has issued an order that 
the grounds around the White House shall be 
closed for a season to the general public, so 
that the president and family may take their 
daily exercise without being annoyed by 
inquisitiv people. The mandate is said to be 
a mark of delicacy toward Mrs. Cleveland 
which family men will not fail to appreciate. 


CHARLES Franois ÁDAMS, the Massachusetts 
statesman, died Nov. 21st, aged 79. He was 
the son of John Quincy Adams, sixth presi- 
dent of the United States, and grandson of 
John Adams, the second president. He is 

-the man who characterized Rutherford B. 
Hayes as “a person who must forever bear 
upon his brow the stamp of fraud first 
triumphant in American history." 


E amd nds 


. À YOUNG lady in. this city, who às carrying o on. & 
olandestin correspondence with a young man, 
puts his letters in the family Bible s0 that her 

parents will never see them. 


* Wao is your favorit author?” asked the’ liter- 
ary. writer. Maggie quickly replied : ** The author 
of my being, of course, dear papa.” It is unneces- 
sary to say that papa immediately came down 
with the cash for the new dress which Maggie had 
set her heart on. 


Apam’s life must hav been a happy one, He could 
go anywhere without having to take a street-car, 
and could walk block after block with no small 
boys, boxes of matches, and bone collar-buttons to 
stop his progress. Many of the gigantic strides 
made by the world since Adam's time are lament- 
able failures. 


A PASTOR called on a bereaved widow of his con- 
gregation the other day, and began consoling 
her with spiritual texts, Her husband had long 
been an invalid, and the minister's selections bore 
on the rest into which he had entered. “Yes,” 
she sighed, “and there is one beautiful verse in 
the Psalms that applies to me that I think of so 
much : * Othello's occupation’s gene. ? 


WHEN the Tenth Regiment, United States In- 
fantry, was ordered to New Mexico from the “Lake 
Region,” the little son of a captain did not approve 
of the orders of the general of the army, and, in- 
deed, seriously objected to the change. He had 
heard much of the dreariness of the wild West, 
and the Sunday morning before the departure of 
his father’s company said to his parents, ** Come, 
now, let us go to church, and say good-bye to 
God.” 

THE PADDY'S OWN PARLIAMENT, 


The su uggestion of a home parliament for Irelend 
is certainly very pat.—Mme. De Remusa 


Full soon upon the Irish isle, 
They'll hav the home-made polity, 

When all the O’s and Mac's in style 
Will rule the nativ quality. 

A daddy, paddy parliament, 
A reativ, festiv parliament, 

A big shillaleh, blown-up daily, 

` Whooping-gaily parliament. 


A high board fence around the coast 

They'll build to keep the English out, 
- With but a gate—or two, at most— 

For Yankee gold and papal rout. 

A braggadocio parliament, 
A mob, begob, old parliament, 

A landlord-hustling, rosary-rustling, 
Orangeman-bustling parliament. 


And whin the premier, mortial grand, 
Essays to speak—Hurroo! Hurroo! 
The paddy members, passion-fanned, 
Will raise the divil's own to do. 
À 'baccy, whacky parliament, 
A whisky, risky parliament, 
“ Oim-wid-yiz-Dinnis,” “ Put-out-Maginnis ” 
“The-divil’s-in-us” parliament.” 
— Wallace Peck in Life. 


i ` 
MERO rer RIS 


: rmm 


FAL 
his writings, laid down the 
S which: the-chureh has been 
;ebase, and degrade mankind, 
“ible the idea of total deprav- 
“build their scheme of salva-' 


n religion. The essence of 
pan religion is belief in the 
ii deity of the Lord Jesus 
| Christ. Without the God- 

head of the Christ there 
f is no real Christianity. It 

is true there is a sort of 
j doctrin which many people 

fancy to be Christian, and, 
| according. to this doctrin, 
d 


3 Longfellow were unbe- 


Jesus Ohrist.was not God, 
but a creature, a man, or a 
created being somewhat 
superior to man. But this 
# is not the doctrin of the 
i Ohristian religion. It is a 
jj far-off Christianity. It is 
* a station on the broad road 
i to total unbelief—to Infidel- 
| ity. This sort of doctrin we 
i understand to hav been the 
i doctrin of Emerson and 
Longfellow. They were 
Unitarians, they were not 
; believers in. the Christian 
' religion.—New York Sun, 
n [NeTx.— don’t consider the 
i Suna great theological au- 
f thority; butit is mainly in 
H the right as to Emerson 
& and Longfellow. Whether 
A Unitarians are to be called 
x Obristians or not is no great 
j| matter; ‘the rose by any 
i other. name,” eic.; and as 
| long as they. take a leading 
| part in all good works, they 
y cannot fail to be respected, 
* Jet orthodex Christians turn 
i up their noses as they please 
| —Hylaz.). 
. THERE is, in Dr. Tillot. 
! gon’s writings, an argument 
, against the real presence 
which is as concise and ele» 
gant and strong as any ar- 
'. gument can possibly be sup- 
, posed against a doctrin so 
.Jittle worthy of a serious. 
refutation. It is acknowl- 
edged on all hands, says 


^ that learned prelate, that 


The ohurch-fair soon will bido 
In every country town, 

And Maud behind the counter 
Will sit in silken gown. 


And sell you red pin-cushions, 
And shaving-cases, too, : 

And empty claret-bottles 
Trimmed up with ribbons blue. 


She'll charm you with her tender 
Smile and fairy laugh, 

And sell you for ten dollars 
Some pretty little frivolity of a 
trinket that she made with her 
own sweet hands at home at an 
actual outlay of precisely 

One dollar and a half. 


THE DEACON’S RESTAURANT. 

In Boston is a religious restaurant kept bya 
deacog. The place is famous for its coffee and 
cakes, and differs only from the ordinary eating- 
house in the literature that is spread upon its 
walls. 

Wherever the patron sits he is confronted with 
atextof scripture in a sort of **God bless our 
home" frame. It is at once apparent that these 
texts hav been selected with a view to the fitness 
of things. They are appropriate to the place and 
suggest the idea that the proprietor did not 
wholly lose sight of his'business while placing 
selections from the good book before the eyes of 
his patrons, Here are a few samples : 

“For thus saith the Lord God, the holy one of 
Israel in returning and rest shall ye be saved ;in 
quietude and confidence shall be your strength.” 

Immediately underneath this is : 

Ham and Beans, 100. 
“ He shall feed his flock like a shepherd.” 
Hot Sausages, 10c. 

* If ye be willing and obedient ye shall eat of the 
fat of the land.” 

Hot Apple Sauce, 5c. 

“Be careful for nothing, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let 
your request be made known unto God.” 

Coffee and Cakes, 10c. 
“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.” 
Oatmeal Mush With Milk, 10c. 
‘God moves in & mysterious way.” 
Hash, 10c. 
* T will put my law in their inward parts.” 
Stewed Beef, 5o. 

“Say ye to the righteous that it shall be well 
with them, for they shali eat of the fruit of their 
doings.’” 

Cakes and Syrup, 100. 

“Behold the lamb of God which taketh away the 
sin of the world.” 

Cold Roast Mutton, 10c. 


‘HISTORY 


OF THE 


INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 


Of Europe. 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D. 
Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


tf 83 Clinton Pl., New York city. 


the authority, either of the scripture or of tradi- 
tion, is founded melely on the testimony of the 
apostles, who were efe-witnesses to these miracles 
of our Savior by which he proved his divine mis- 
ion. Our evidence, then, for the truth of the, 
Christian religion is leas than the evidence for the 
truth of our senses; because, even in the first 
authors of our religion, it was no greater, and it 
is evident it must diminish in passing from them 
to their disciples, nor can anyone rest such con- 
fidence in their testimony as in the immediate ob- 
ject of his senses. But a weaker evidence can 
never destroy a stronger, and therefore, were the 
doctrin of the real presence ever so clearly re- 
vealed in scripture, it were directly contrary to 
the rules of just reasoning to giv our assent to it. 
It contradicts sense, though both scripture and 
tradition, on which it is supposed to be built, carry 
not such evidence with them as sense, when they 
are considered merely as external evidences, and 
are not brought home to everyone's breast by the 
immediate operation of the Holy Spirit.—Hume's 
Essay on Miracles. 


Tue same word in Hebrew (and Plato thought in 
Greek also) signifies to “prophesy” and ‘‘to be 
mad,” and, even among themselvs, the prophets 
were often regarded as madmen, an idea to which 
their frequent habit of going about naked and 
the performance occasionally of still more disgust-- 
ing ceremonies, greatly contributed. That many 
of them were splendid poets and noble-minded 
men there can be no doubt; but we see in conduct 
like this little earnest of sobriety or divine inspi- 
ration, and far too much that reminds us of the 
fanatics of Eastern countries and of ancient times. 
—Greg’s Creed af Christendom, 


Wirk Milton, as with the whole Calvinistic and 
Puritan Europe, woman was a creature of an in- 
ferior and subordinate class. Man was the final 
cause of God's creation, and woman was there to 
minister to this nobler being. In his dogmatic 
treatis, ‘Concerning Christian Doctrin” (on the 
first appearance of which Dr. Channing wrote one 
of his first literary essays, and Macaulay began 
the brilliant series of articles that gave so great a 
charm to the Edinburgh Review) Milton formulated 
this sentiment in the thesis, borrowed from the 
schoolmen, the soul was communicated in semini 
patris (in the seed of the father). While Milton 
adopts the oriental hypothesis of woman for the 
sake of man, he modifies it by laying more stress 
upon mutual affection, the charities of home, and 
the intercommunion of intellectual and moral 
life, than upon that ministration of woman to the 
appetite and comforts of man which makes up the 
whole of her functions in the Puritan apprehen- 
sion.— Mark Pattison's Milton, 


ANOTHER error is an impatience of doubt and 
haste to assertion without due and mature asser- 
tion of judgment. For the two ways of contem- 
plation are not unlike the two ways of action, 
commonly spoken of by the ancients—the one 
plain and smooth in the beginning and in the end 
impassable; the other rough and troublesome in 
the entrance, but after a while fair and even; so 
it is in contemplation—if & man will begin with 
certainties, he shall end in doubts; but, if he will 
be content to begin with doubts, he shall end in 
certainties.—Lord Bacon, 
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* nor exibits envy toward his fellow-men. 
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TALMAGE’S PETRIFIED BLASPHEMER. 


The way the Buckeye reporters caught the orthodox gudgeon and the Brooklyn clown. 


Hotes and Dlipyings. 


Mayor Grace told a committee of trades 
unionists last week that he would, if he 
could,-put a stop to Sunday trading. He 
said nothing about stopping ministers from 
carrying on their business on the holy Sab- 
bath. 

Tux chief of a tribe of Digger Indians wor- 
ships a stone churn as his god. On first 
thought you'll say that a dozen missionaries 
ought to be hurried out there, but wait a min- 
ute. "This chief neither drinks, swears, steals, 
He 
is said to be moral, honest, and industrious, 
and was lately swindled out of $30 in a horse 
trade.— Detroit Free Press. 

A sUPERSEDEAS granted in thecase of the Chi- 
cago Anarchists by Judge Scott givs the con- 
demned men a respit until March, when the 
application for a new trial will be heard. 
The Municipal Council of Paris and the Con- 
seil Général of the Seine (France) hav united 
in asking mercy for these men. Petitions 
for a new trial may be obtained at the Work- 
ingmen’s Library, 148 Eighth street, New 
York. 

Sam Jonzs paused in a discourse on patience 
at Omaha, Neb., the other night, and said if 
there was one man present who never had 
spoken a cross word to his wife, he would 
ask him to rise. By and by a round-faced, 
good-natured man stood up. ‘‘ Thank God,” 
said Sam, ‘‘ there's one man who never spoke 
a cross word to his wife!” Everybody took 
a good look-at the paragon, when he broke 
the silence with the remark: “I havn't any 
wife. I'ma bachelor." j 


An English country clergyman recently told 
his people that they were largely responsible 
for the partial failure of their crop, for, on a 
recent Sunday, when the crops were allready 
to be gathered in, they were either in bed or 
in church, when they should hav been in the 
harvest field, attending to their duty as 
farmers. It is plain that this clergyman does 
not think that going to church on Sunday is 
at all times a duty. 


In the first seven or eight years of a child’s 
life it will probably be settled whether he is 
to be swayed by superstition or intelligence; 
whether he is to liv terrorized by fear or 
buoyed up by hope and courage. Whoever 
sends a child into life, permanently anticipat- 
ing evil, suspicious of everyone in authority, 
with a disposition to lord it over inferiors by 
way of making things even, does the -child, 
his associates, and society a wrong so great 
that no counter-charity can cover it.—Boston 
Journal of Education. 


A LAMA of Thibet thus explains the indif- 
ference of his people to the claims of Chris- 
tianity: ‘‘ They say that Europeans hav a 
good religion which they do not generally 
practice, and yet wish to force on others 
whose religion is as good and is practiced. 
The Europeans are believed to be full of 
greed, for, living in a rich country, they 
always acquire other countries, and, while 
they talk of their benevolent purposes, they 
destroy animal life every day for their own 
food, thus becoming clouded in calm intel- 
lect and in the perception of true morality. 
They also think their religion, language, and 
customs the best. If we were to think so of 
ours it would be considered by us a deviation 
frem the path. Among the nine rules for 


conduct, we are directed’ never to suppose | 


much less to say, that our religion is the best, 
considering that sincere men of other relig- 
ions are deeply attached to them, and on that 
account do good to others. All we can do is 
also to do good, and not to criticise the good 
of others.” 


A PROVIDENOE clergyman, while addressing 
a congregation on the propriety of doing the 
right things at the right time, said that he 
was in one of the Northern regiments, and 
that one day, while on the battle-field, his at- 
tention was attracted to a wounded man over 
whom a young man was bending. He 
turned to see what the latter was doing, and 
saw that the man on the ground had been 
shot through the shoulders, and that one arm 
was fearfully mutilated. The young man 
who was kneeling over him was endeavoring 
to supply religious consolation under difficul- 
ties as to extemporaneous effort, and was 
reading a standard catechism to him. The 
dying man, as the clergyman reached him, 
was having the momentous question pro- 
pounded to him: ‘‘ Who gave you this name?” 
— Providence Journal. 


SPEAKING of the dangers of emulation, the 
Rev. J. M. Buekley tells a story to the effect 
that a young New Jersey.preacher, who 
talked behind a high, old-fashioned pulpit, 
came to Brooklyn and heard Talmage. He 
went home convinced that he had learned the 
Secret of this divine's success. During the 
week he had the antiquated pulpit removed, 
and a small stand put in its place. On Sun- 
day the deacons noticed the sacrilegious 
change, and rubbed their eyes incredulously 
when the preacher began to walk up and 
down the platform, gesticulating wildly aud 


shouting his climaxes. As one man the dea- 
cons rose against him, and he had to put back 
the old pulpit. - i 


COLONEL IxaERSOLL was West last week, 
and a reporter of the Cincinnati Commercial 
Gazette quizzed him about his throat troubles. 
Mr. Ingersoll said: ** It is nothing, and will 
go away. As for stopping smoking and 
changing my usual habits, that is doctors’ 
nonsense. Grant might as well hav smoked 
up to the last day of his life, and got the en- 
joyment of it. An utter and entire change of 
habits at my time of life or at Grant’s is non- 
sense. It is doctors’ nonsense. Some doctors 
know just as little about physical man as 
ministers know about the spiritual man, and 
are just as full of blunders and mistakes, and 
just as much bound up to old hidebound no- 
tions that come down from the dark ages. 
For hundreds of years physicians bled people 
because that was the established thing, and 
physicians before them had done it. Then 
some Infidel dared to brave obloquy and 
abuse, and perhaps was burnt at the stake 
because he believed nature knew more about 
the matter than man, and furnished blood to 
make him and to build him up, and that the 
proper thing was to strengthen the hands of 
nature by strengthening the blood, instead of 
destroying the agent by which she wrought 
her wonders. How many lives do you think 
hav been sacrificed by the doctors devoted to 
blood-letting? How many people hav been 
killed by being refused water when burning 
to death with fever? There are doctors still 
practicing in the back districts who think a 
drink of ice-water will kill a fever patient, 
when that is all nature requires to keep the 
patient alive.” 
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Communications. 


The Fathers of Our Republic. 


Associated with the formation of our republic are 
four nanes that deserve and will obtain a more endur- 
ing fame than others: Thomas Paine, Thomas Jeffer- 
son, George Washington, and Benjamin Franklin. 

lt was Paine who first proposed American inde- 
pendence, and prepared the. public mind for its ac- 
ceptance. To Jefferson was assigned the task, and 
to him has been accorded the honor, of formulating 
the political document whose adoption by the Con- 
tinental -Congress ‘proclaimed our nation’s birth. 
This was followed by a war of revolution, and the 
central figure, the leader, in this momentous struggle, 
was Washington. Yet, skilful and sagacious as this 
commander was, brave and patriotic as his soldiers 
were, the recognition and assistance of a foreign 
power. was necessary to insure success.. This was 


secured; England's great rival, France, came to the |. 


rescue, and the contest was decided in our favor. 
To the untiring labors of Franklin was this achieve- 
ment due. Thus these men stand forth—Paine, the 
Author-Hero; Jefferson, the Statesman-Hero; Wash- 
ington, the Soldier-Hero; and Franklin, the Diplo- 
matic-Hero, of the Revolution. 


Every event in the lives of these illustrious men, 


every element in their characters, has become a sub- 
ject of surpassing interest. There is one.theme con- 
" nected with their history upon. which I^ propose to 


dwell here, and that is the question of their relig- 


jous beliefs. Few questions are so little understood. 

The world has been cursed with two great evils, 
kingcraft and. priestcraft. Kingcraft, in this country, 
has been destroyed; priestcraft remains—a parasitic 
army preying upon our body politic. Founded upon 
fraud, thé clerical profession, with many honorable 
exceptions, depends upon fraud for its support. One 
of its methods I shall expose in this discourse. 
While pretending to ignore reason, and intellectual- 
ity, and worldly greatness, its members yet realize: 


.. the importance of having the intellectual Titans and 


the popular heroes of the world upon their side. 
* Great men can gain nothing from religion, but xe- 
ligion can gain much from great men," said the theo- 
logical buzzard that daily perched himself beside the 
. dying Grant. At the same time they realize the 

"humiliating fact that it is for the most part the 
dwarfs and not the giants of the world that train 
with them. One of their number, more honest than 


` his féllows, says: “The great, and the wise, and the. 


mighty are not with us. These men, the master 
minds and imperial leaders among men, are outside 
our most Christian church.” As Saladin observes: 
“ The church would giv ten millions of her blockheads 
for the adherence and support of one man strong 
enough to hew his name imperishably upon the 
mountain of adamant into which are cut the names of 
the immortals.” And thus, recognizing the magic 
influence that a great name carries with it, the clergy 
hav inscribed in the Christian roster the names of 
hundreds who were total disbelievers in their dogmas. 
As the venders of quack nostrums attach the forged 
certificates of distinguished individuals to their worth- 
less drugs, to make them sell, so these theological 
venders present the. manufactured indorsements of 
the great to make their nostrums popular. Jefferson, 
Washington, and Franklin hav all been denominated 
Christians, not because they were such, for they were. 
not, but because of the influence that attaches ‘to 
their names. ; ; 
: Paine's opposition to priestcraft was too pro- 
nounced and too weil known to claim him as an ad- 
herent of their faith, and so they hav sought to de- 
stroy his influence by destroying his good name. 
Not only this, knowing the prejudice that has pre- 
vailed against Atheism, they hav misrepresented his 
theological opinions and declared him an Atheist. 

' But Paine was not an Atheist, nor were his com- 
peers Christians. They were all Deists, believed in 
the existence of a God, and in the immortality of the 
soul, but rejected the fundamental dogmas of Chris- 
tianity, the inspiration of the scriptures, and the 
divinity of Christ. The truth of this I shall proceed 
to establish by indubitable proofs. 

: ; PAINE. ; 
“Strong religious minds are not likely to be 
affected by the Atheism of Paine,” recently wrote a 
Western journalist. Another writer, discussing the 
authorship of the Declaration of Independence, main- 
tained that Paine could not bav written it, because it 
acknowledged the existence of a creator. Ask almost 
any orthodox Christian if Paine believed in a su- 
preme being, and he will tell you that he did not. 
Now, could these persons overcome their prejudice 
80 far as to read a single page of Paine's theological 
writings, they would be ashamed of their ignorance 
and amazed at the dishonesty of their religious teach- 
ers, who are responsible for this ignorance. _A more 
devout believer in God and immortality never lived 
than Thomas Paine. In no other works that I hav 
read are the terms G'od and Creator used more fre- 
quently or in à more reverential manner than in his. 
ln his “Age of Reason,” the work that brought 


down upon his devoted head. the wrath of the entire 
Christian priesthood, the recognition of a supreme 
being is made no less than three hundred times. 


.of Thomas Paine. 


viction, that the power that gave me existence is able to con- 


he will dispose of me after this life consistently with his jus- 
tice and goodness (Private Thoughts on a Future State). 


I shall now, by reading from this book, refute the 
charge of. Atheism, and demonstrate the Deistic faith 
On the first. page appears his 

creed: aN : - 
I believe in one God,and no more; and I hope for happi- 


ness beyond this life. 


I believe in the equality of man; and I believe tbat relig- 
ious -duties consist in doing justice, loving. mercy,.an:! en- 
deavoring to make our fellow-ereatures happy. . 

In summing up his arguments in the first part of 
this work he'says: : 


^ The moral duty of man consists in imitating the moral. 
goodness and beneficence of God manifested in the creation 


toward all-his. creatures. That seeing, as we daily do, the 


goodness of God.to all men, it is an example calling upon all 


men to practice the. same toward each other; and, cónse- 
quently, that everything of persecution and revenge.between 
man and man, and everything of cruelty to animals, is a vio- 
lation of moral duty.. je na PE, Pe eS 

‘A concluding. paragraph of the second part reads 
a8 follows: : bid 

Were man impressed as fully and as strongly as he ought 
to be with the belief of a God, his moral.life would be reg- 
ulated by the force of that belief; he would stand in awe of 
God and of himself; and would not do-the thing that could 
not be concealed from either. > This is Deism, 

‘When Paine. commenced his * Age of Reason” he 
was fifty-six. The first great product of his brain, 
“Common Sense,” was written when he was thirty- 
eight. In this work a Theistic belief is expressed on 
almost every page. He died at the age of seventy- 
two. His will begins with these words, * Reposing 
confidence in my creator, God.” It ends as follows: 
*I.hav lived an honest and useful life to mankind ; 


my time has been spent in doing good; and I die in 


perfect composure and resignation to the-will of my 
creator, God.” : s : 
Respecting a future existence, he says: 


I trouble not myself ábout the manner of future exist- 
ence. I content myself with believing, even to positiv con- 


tinue it in any form and manner he pleases, either with or 
without this body (Age of Reason, p. 71). 
I consider myseif in the hands of my creator, and that 


Paine was one of the founders and most activ 
members of the society of Theophilanthropists 
(lovers of God and Man), which flourished in Paris 
during and after the French Revolution. Upon 
their altars was placed this inscription: 


We believe in the existence of a God, and in the immor- 
tality of the soul. - : : 


The fundamental dogmas of the genus religion, 
God and immortality, Paine accepted ; the fundamen- 
tal-doctrins of the species Christianity, the inspira- 
tion of the scriptures, and the divinity of Christ, he 
rejected. 

His disbelief in Christianity and kindred creeds is 
thus expressed: 


I do not believe in the creed professed by the Jewish 
church, by the. Roman church, by the Greek church, by the 
Turkish church, by the Protestant church, nor by any 
church that I know of. My own mind is my own church 
(Age of Reason, p. 6). . 

Who art thou, vain dust and ashes, by whatever name 
thou art called— whether a king, a bishop, a church, or a 
state—that obtrudest thine insignificance between the soul 
of man and his maker? (Rights of Man). 

The intellectual part of religion is a private affair between 
every man and his maker, and in which no third party has 
any right to interfere. The practical part consists in our 
doing good to each other. But since religion has been made 
into a trade, the practical part has been made to consist of 
ceremonies performed by men called priests. . . . By 
devices of this kind true religion has been banished, and 
such means hav been found out to extract money, even 
from the pockets of the poor, instead of contributing to their 
relief (Letter to Camille Jordan). 

No man ought to make a living by religion. 
est so to do (Ibid). . 

‘All national institutions of churches, whether Jewish, 
Christian, or Turkish, appear to me no other than human in- 
ventions set up to terrify and enslave mankind, ànd monop- 
olize power and profit (Age of Reason, p. 6). 

Each of these churches show certain books, which they call 
revelation, or the word of God. The Jews say that their 
word of God was given by God to Moses, face to face; the 
Christians say that their word of God came by divine inspira- 
tion; and the Turks say that their word of God, the Koran, 
was brought by an angel from heaven. Each of these 
churches accuse the others of unbelief; and, for my own 


It is dishon- 


-| part, I disbelieve them all (Ibid, 7). 


But some perhaps will say, Are we to hav no word of God, 
no revelation? I answer, Yes: there is a word of God; 
there is a revelation. : A 

The word of God is the creation we behold. It is 
only in the creation that all our ideas and conceptions of a 
word of God can unite. 
language, independently of human speech, or human lan- 
guage, multiplied and various as they be. It is an ever- 
existing original, which every man can read. Jt cannot be 
forged; it cannot be counterfeited; it cannot be lost; it can- 
not be altered; it cannot be suppressed. It does not depend 
upon the will of man whether it shall be published or not; it 
publishes itself from one end of the earth to the other. It 
preaches to all nations and to all worlds; and this word of 
dud reveals to man all that is necessary for man to know of 
God. 

Do we want to contemplate his power? We see it in the 
unchangeable order by which the incomprehensible whole is 
governed. Do we want to contemplate his munificence ? 
We see it in the abundance with which he fills theearth. Do 
we want to contemplate his mercy? We see it in his not 
withholding that abundance even from the unthankful. In 


The creation speaketh an universal. 


fine, do we want to know what God is? Search not the book 
called the scripture, which any human hand might make, but 
the scripture called the creation (Ib., pp. 24, 25). 


Of Jesus Christ he writes: 

He was a virtuous and an amiableman. The morality that 
ie preached and practiced was of the most benevolent kind 
€ P D the son of God. in like manner. that every other 
person is—for the creator is the father of all. (Ib., p. 19). 

Thus it will be seen that, while Paine was a disbe- 
liever in the dogmas of Christianity, he was not an 
Atheist. The most sublime arguments in support of 
Deism, and against Atheism, ever penned are to be 
found in his writings. Yet theologians, not by mis- 
take, but intentionally and for ‘a purpose, hav pro- 
nounced him an Atheist. And now, knowing how 
Paine's theological opinions hav been misrepresented, 
you will be the better prepared to accept the evidence 
that I shall adduce, showing that what has been 
taught, respecting the religious views of Jefferson, 
Washington, and Franklin is likewise false. 

JEFFERSON. 

Could Jefferson’s works be suppressed, the clergy 
might, with less fear of exposure, claim that their 
author was a Christian. But while his .writings are 
accessible to the public, it adds nothing: to their 
reputation for candor to make the claims respecting 
his belief which many of them do, for these: writings 
clearly prove that he was a disbeliever. 

His * Memoirs and Correspondence,” edited by his 
grandson, was published in 1829. On its'appearance 
the New York Observer, one of the leading Christian 
journals of this country, gave it the following notice: 

Mr. Jefferson, it is well known, was never suspected of 
being very friendly to orthodox religion, but these volumes 
prove not only that he was a disbeliever in a divine revela- 
tion, but a scoffer of the very lowest class. 

What is remarkable, the Observer has never 
claimed that Jefferson recanted. According to this 


‘paper, he was more confirmed in his unbelief than 


Paine. _ ete ps : 
In a letter to his nephew and ward, Peter Carr, 
Jefferson. has the following advice to offer, which, 


-though radically sound, would be considered rather 


questionable advice for a Christian to giv: 

Fix Reason firmly in-her seat, and call.to her tribunal every 
fact, every opinion. Question with boldness even the exist- 
ence of a God ;. because, if there be one, he must more ap- 
prove the homage of reason than of blindfolded fear. . 

Do not be frightened from this inquiry. by any fear of 
its consequences. If.it end in a belief that. there is no God, 
you will find incitements to virtue in the comfort and pleas- 
antness you feel in its exercise and in the love of others 
which it will procure for you. NE ; ; 

The God of the Old Testament—the, God which 
you worship, Christiaís—Jefferson ‘pronounces “a 
being of terrific character—cruel, vindictiv, capri- 
cious, and unjust” (Jefferson’s Works, vol. iv, p. 325). 

In speaking of the Jewish priests, he denominates 
them “a bloodthirsty race, as cruel and remorseless 
as the being whom they represented as the family 
God of Abraham, of Isaac, and Jacob, and the local 
God of Israel” (Ibid). 

In his letter of advice to Peter Carr, he thus re- 
fers to Jesus Christ: 

Keep in your eye the opposit pretensions: First, of those 
who say he was begotten by God, born of a virgin, suspended 
and reversed the laws of nature at will, and ascended bodily 
into heaven; and second, of those who say he was a man of 
illegitimate birth, of a benevolent heart, enthusiastic mind, 
who set out without pretensions to divinity, ended in believ- 
ing them, and was punished capitally for sedition by being 
gibbeted, according to the Roman law, which punished the 
first commission of that offense by whipping, and the second 
by exile or death n furea. 

His own opinion respeeting the above is expressed 
in a letter to John Adams, written a short time 
previous to his death : 

The day will come when the mystical generation of Jesus, 
by the supreme being as his father, in the womb of a virgin, 
will be classed with the generation of a Minerva in the brain 
of Jupiter. ` . 

In the gospel history of Jesus, Jefferson discovers 
what he terms “a groundwork of vulgar ignorance, 
of things impossible, of superstitions, fanaticisms, 
and fabrications” (Jefferson’s Works, vol. iv, p. 325). 

He continues: “If we could believe that he 
[Jesus] really countenanced the follies, the false- 
hoods, and the charlatanisms which his . biographers 
[Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John] father on him, and 
admit the misconstructions, interpolations, and 
theorizations. of the fathers of the early, and the 
fanatics of latter ages, the conclusion would be irre- 
sistible by every sound mind that he was an im- 
postor" (Ibid). | eM 

Jefferson, however, did 
postor.. He says: 

Among the sayings and discourses imputed to him by his 
biographers, Ifind many passages of fine imagination, cor- 
rect morality, and of the most lovely benevolence; and 
others, again, of so much ignorance, of so much absurdity, 
so much untruth and imposture, as to pronounce it impossi- 
ble that such contradictions should hav proceeded from the 
same being. I separate, therefore, the gold from the dross, 
restore to him the former, and leave the Tatter to the stupidity 
of some and the roguery of others of his disciples (Works, 
vol. iv, p. 820). 

Of the early Christian evangelists, he writes : 


Of this band of dupes and impostors, Paul was the great 
Corypheus, and first corrupter of the doctrins of Jesus. 


. For the man Jesus, Jefferson, like Rousseau, 


not regard Jesus as an im- 
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Paine, Ingersoll, and other Infidels, lind nothing but 


admiration; for the Christ Jesus of. theology, noth- 


ing but contempt. 

For nearly sixteen hundred years the doctrin of 
the Trinity has been a leading tenet of the Christian 
faith. "To doubt.this dogma has been the rankest 


heresy ; for denying it thousands hav lost their lives. 


What Jefferson thought of this doctrin may be 
gathered from a letter to Colonel Pickering, in which 
he speaks of “the incomprehensible jargon of the 
Trinitarian arithmetic, that three are one and one is 
three.” t. : 

In aletter to John Adams, dated August 22, 1813, 
referring to the same subject, he says: 

It is too late in the day for men of sincerity to pretend 
they believe ia the Platonic mysticism that three are one 
and one is tbree, and yet, that the one is not three, and the 
three are not one. But this constitutes the craft, the power, 
and profits of the priests. Sweep away their gossamer 


fabrics of fictitious religion and they would catch no more 
flies. : 


To James Smith he writes: 


The hocus-pocus phantasm of a God, like another Cerberus, | 


with one body and three heads, had its birth and growth in 
the blood of thousands and thousands of martyrs. 

His hatred of Calvinism was intense. He de- 
nounces the “blasphemous absurdity of the five 
points of Calvin;" and says that “it would be more 
pardonable to believe in no God at all than to blas- 

heme him by the atrocious attributes of Calvin.” 
“Tt is hard to say," observes Bancroft, “which sur- 
passed the other in boiling hatred of Calvinism, Jef- 
ferson or John Adams.” 

- Prayer-meetings and revivals receive the following 
complimentary notice from his pen: 

In our Richmond there is much fanaticism, but chiefly 
among the women. They hav their night meetings and pray- 


ing parties, where, attended by their priests, and sometimes 
by a henpecked husband, they pour forth the effusions of 


their love to Jesus in terms as amatory and carnal as their. 


modesty would permit to a mere earthly lover (Letter to Dr. 
Cooper): f 

In the following significant passage we hav Jeffer- 
son’s opinion of the Christian religion as a whole: 

I hav recently been examining all the known superstitions 
of the world, and do not find in our particular superstition 
[Christianity] one redeeming feature. They are all alike, 
founded upon fables and mythologics (Letter to Dr. Woods). 

Could a more emphatic declaration of disbelief in 
Christianity be framed than this? Nearly every intel- 
ligent person who has investigated the subject has 


‘doubtless arrived at substantially the same conclusion 


as Jefferson ;- yet how few, in the face of popul 
opinion, hav had the courage to avow it! i 

In his “Notes on Virginia” the following caustic 
allusion to Christianity occurs: 

Millions of innocent men, women, and children, since the 
introduction of Christianity, hav been burnt, tortured, fined, 
and imprisoned; yet we hav not advanced one inch toward 
uniformity. What has been the effect of coercion? To 
make one half the world fools and the other half hypocrits. 


In the following brave and truthful words we hav 
his estimate of priesteraft: 
In every country and in every age the priest has been hos- 


til to liberty; he is always in alliance with the despot, abet- 
ting his abuses in return for protection to his own. 

In 1822 he writes: 

We hav most unwisely committed to the hierophants of 
our particular superstition the direction of public opinion— 
that lord of the universe. We hav given them stated and 
privileged days to collect and catechise us, opportunities of 
delivering their oracles to the people in mass, and of molding 
their minds as wax in the hollow of their hands. 


His uncomplimentary allusions to the Christian 
clergy, to the Christian Sabbath, and to Christianity 
itself as “our particular superstition " are certainly 
as unorthodox as anything to be found in Paine. 

. Jefferson's hatred of priestcraft was lifelong; for 
while the above was written but a few years prior to 
his death, the following, from a letter to Mr. Whyte, 
was written nearly halt a century before: 

If anybody thinks that kings, nobles, and priests are good 
conservators of the public happiness, send him here [Paris]. 
Jt is the best school in the universe to cure him of that folly. 
He will see here with his own eyes that these descriptions of 
men are an abandoned confederacy against the happiness of 
the mass of the people. 

While he detested the entire clergy of whatever 
denomination, regarding them as a worthless class 
living like parasites upon the labors of others, his de- 
nunciation of the Presbyterian priesthood was par- 
ticularly severe, as evinced by the following : 

The Presbyterian clergy are the loudest, the most intoler- 
ant of all sects; the most tyrannical and ambitious, ready at 
tae word of the law-giver, if such a word could now be ob- 
tained, to put their torch to the pile, and to rekindle in this 
virgin hemisphere the flame in which their oracle, Calvin, 
consumed the poor Servetus, because he could not subscribe 
to the'proposition of Calvin that magistrates hav a right to 
exterminate all heretics to the Calvinistic creed! They pant 
to reéstablish by law that holy inquisition which they can 
now only infuse into public opinion. 

Just before his death Jefferson, in a letter to John 
Adams, made the following declaration respecting his 
belief : 

* I am.a Materialist.” 

In support of his Materialistic creed, he argues as 
follows: ; 


On the basis of sensation we may erect the fabric of all the 
certainties we can hav or need. I can conceive thought to 


‘be an action of matter or magnetism of loadstone. "When he 


who denies to the creator the power of endowing matter with 
the mode of motion called thinking shall show how ‘he could 
endow the sun with the mode of action called attraction, 
which reins the planets in their orbits, or how an absence of 
matter can hav a will, and by that will put matter into mo- 
tion, then the Materialist may be lawfully required to explain 
the process by which matter exercises the faculty of think- 
ing. When once we quit the basis of sensation is to talk of 
nothings. To say that the human soul, angels, God, are im- 
material, is to say they are nothings, or that there is no God, 
no angels, no soul. cannot reason otherwise. But I be- 
lieve that I am supported in my.creed of Materialism by the 
Lockes, the Tracys, and the Stewarts. 

These antichristian views of Jefferson were for the 
most part written after he had retired to private life ; 
but that the public had always been apprised of his 
unbelief there can be no doubt. When he ran for 
president, the more bigoted orthodox journals op- 
posed his election on these grounds. At his inaugu- 
ration, some of these journais appeared in mourning, 
while flags were displayed at half-mast, in token of 
grief because an Infidel had been elevated to the 
presidency. It is true that Washington and Adams, 
both disbelievers in evangelical Christianity, had 
filled the office before him; but they were reticent 
upon the subject, openly expressing no opinions that 
would offend the prevailing religious sentiment. 

His administration was probably the most purely 
secular that this country has ever had. During his 
eight years’ incumbency of the office not a single 


religious proclamation was issued. Referring to} 


his action in this matter, he says, “I know it will 
giv great offense to the clergy, but the advocate of 
religious freedom is to expect neither peace nor for- 
givness from them.” - 

Jefferson's library contained the leading Free- 
thought works of his day. They gave evidence of 
having been carefully studied, and the marginal an- 
notations from his pen showed that the most radical 
sentiments were indorsed by him. 

He wrote letters to Volney, and placed the bust of 
Voltaire in his library. He manifested the strongest 
attachment for Paine, which continued till the latter's 
death. When Paine signified his intention of re- 
turning from France to America, Jefferson furnished 
a national ship to convey him home. After his re- 
turn he became the honored guest of the president, 
both at Washington and Monticello. To Paine and 
the great English Deist, Bolingbroke, Jefferson paid 
the following tribute: 

You ask my opinion of Lord Bolingbroke and Thomas 
Paine. They were alike in making bitter enemies of the 
priests and pharisees of their day. Both were honest men; 
both advocates for human liberty. These two persons dif- 
fered remarkably in their style of writing, each leaving a 
model of what is most perfect in both extremes of the simple 
and the sublime (Letter to Francis Eppes). 

Surely, Christians, your cause must be growing 
desperate when, to sustain it, you must needs claim 
for its support so bitter an enemy as Thomas Jeffer- 
son—a man who affirmed that he was a Materialist ; 
a man who recognized in your religion only “ our 
particular superstition," a superstition without “ one 
redeeming feature;" a man who divided the Chris- 
tian world into two classes—hypocrits and fools; a 
man who asserted that your Bible is a book abound- 
ing with “ vulgar ignorance;” a man who termed your 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, a “ hocus-pocus phan- 
tasm; a man who denounced your God as “ cruel, 
vindietiv, and unjust; a man who intimated that 
your savior was “a man of illegitimate birth ;" a man 
who declared his disciples, including your oracle, 
Paul, to be a “band of dupes and impostors," and 
who characterized your modern priesthood as part of 
an “abandoned confederacy” against public happiness. 

Joux E. Remspore. 
(TO BE CONTINUED. ) 
— —9-9-9———————— 


Freethought in England. 


VI.— THE FINAL ISSUE. 


When Freethought shall hav permeated Protestant 
Christianity through and through, so that our heresy 


shall hav become the orthodoxy of the church, we 


shall then be face to face with our natural and most 
insidious foe, Roman Catholicism. The Protestant 
church allows its adherents to exercise their reason, 
but at present prohibits them by pains and penalties 
from coming to conclusions contrary to her teachings. 

With the growth of intelligence, Protestants will 
take courage and defy the threats of the priests. The 
day of reckoning will then be at hand. 

Many of the Protestant clergy will, no doubt, seek 
refuge in the Catholic church, which has always pro- 
hibited reason, and which consistently condemns the 
exercise of it among the laity. 

Then will come the tug of war. In England, un- 
happily, Catholicism at the present time is strong. 

It counts among its disciples the aristocratic, who 
are in league with the priests, and the poor and ab- 
ject, who subsist upon the charity of the wealthy. 

It counts among its leaders men of fine mental 
qualities, who prefer to starve their intellectual fac- 
ulties rather than believe unpleasant truths. Such a 
one ig Cardinal Newman. Intellectually he is a giant, 
but he wastes his splendid talents on an effete re- 


ligion. Cardinal Manning is a man of a very differ- 
ent order. He has a certain kind of cleverness, but 
not being able to take a front rank in the English 
church, he seceded, and by dint of perseverance he 
has succeeded in gaining a prominent position in the 
church of Rome. m 

But no church can stand against the growing Infi- 
delity of the masses. 

When the people speak out, the priest will lose his 
power. Already there are signs of ‘fear and trem- 


bling." 
And what will it be-when men of science care more 
for truth than respectability? E 


Theological dogmas will go to the wind. 

There is one fact, however, that should never be 
forgotten. . The strength of the church lies in the 
number of women who givit the sanction of their 
encouragement and support. 

Priests know this full well, and while they can 
cajole the women, they feel sure they are secure. 

It is a source of great consolation to me to know 
that many ladies hav in recent years undertaken to 
plead the cause of Freethought, and with their assist- 
ance a great work is being accomplished. Oh, for a 
man or woman with the courage to preach the gos- 
pel of Freethought to the Irish people! Oh, for the 
power to free them from the tyranny of the priest ! 
All will come in good time, however, to those who 
wait, and believers 1n the doctrin of evolution may be 
certain of the ultimate triumph of Freethought. . 

For the churches will be condemned not alone for 
the falseness of their creeds, but for the shamefulness 
of their history. 

True, they may with one accord proclaim themselvs 
in favor of liberty when the hour of destruction 
arrives ; but shall we not be able to refer to the days 
of their strength for testimony against them? Shall 
we not be able to point to the Dark Ages of Chris- 
tianity, when the Catholic church had full power;. 
to the brutal murder of Bruno at Rome, where to- 
day stands a statue of the immortal Freethinker, to 
act as a perpetual reminder to the priests of their 
horrible deeds ? 

Shall we not be able to tell the story of Galileo's 
sufferings; and recount the agony of those brave 
spirits who were defiant in the sight of the dungeon, 
the rack, and the stake? 

And will they listen undisturbed to the horrers of 
the Inquisition, and the insidious crimes perpetrated 
against humanity in Spain and France—aye, and 
even in England when their church was a real power? 

Fortunately, the Catholic church cannot repudiate 
her history, and if she dared, it would only the more 
assuredly seal her doom, 

When men’s minds are perfectly free they will 
judge of the history of this church, and condemna- 
tion must follow, as certainly as night follows day. 
Freethinkers ask not for vengeance; they plead for 
justice. They know that suffering in the past was 
the necessary condition of progress, but in the fut- 
ure they will strive to win greater progress with 
less pain to struggling humanity. Thus Freethour 8 
wil become the true’ savior of mankind. 
whereas all religions hav provoked envy, hatred, 
malice, and warfare among the peoples of the earth, 
Freethought will weld mankind together into one 
great forcé that shall unceasingly work for the high- 
est attainable good of the largest number of the 
human family. 

The poorest, the humblest, as well as the richest 
and most powerful—all alike can work for this 
noble object, and he who, with the enthusiasm be- 
gotten of a great truth, devotes his life to service in 
such a cause, will find his reward in the increased 
happiness and prosperity of his fellows. 

Our duty is not service to the infinit being who 
theologians declare rules over the universe, but to 
our fellow-man, and if there were a God of goodneas 
existing somewhere in the infinit expanse, methinks 
that he would be more likely to approve than con. 
demn our actions. 

‘Let me conclude by illustrating this by the admir- 
able poem of Leigh Hunt: 

Abou Ben Adhem—may his tribe increase !-— 
Awoke one night from a deep dream of peace, 
And saw amid the moonlight in his room, 
Making it rich, and like a lily in bloom, 

An angel writing in a book of gold; 
Exceeding peace had made Ben Adhem bold, 
And to the vision in the room he said, 

* What writest thou?” `The vision raised its head, 
And with a voice made of all sweet accord, 
Replied, ** The names of them that love the Lord.” 

“ And is mine one?" said Abou. ‘‘ Nay, not so,” 
Replied the angel. Abou spoke more low, 

But cheerily still, and said, ** I pray thee, then, 
Write me as one who loves his fellow-men." 


The angel wrote and vanished. The next night 

He came again, with à great wakening light; 

He showed the names whom love of God had blest, 

And lo! Ben Adhem's name led all the rest. 
London, Eng. AnTHUR B. Moss. 
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Governor Currier of New Hampshire deserves 
honorable mention. His Thanksgiving proclamation 
contained no allusion to any deity, and some of the 
Puritans refused to cbserve the day on that account 


Thanksgiving Charities. 

This morning many of the worthy poor of the city received 
the wherewith to make Thanksgiving what it should be—a 
day of thanks for bounties received, at the distribution of 
the “ Thanksgiving dinner charity," at 73 Beacon street. 

- The people began to come before 10 o'clock, and from that 

` time there was a steady stream until the supply was ex- 
hausted. The line reached out on the sidewalk and up Bea- 
con street to Somerset street. It was interesting to see the 
class of people who came. They were, as a rule, neatly 
clothed, and had none of the ragged assumption of poverty 
which would mark the fraudülent poor. i 

In all about 1,200 families representing over 5,000 people, 
were provided for by this ‘society, as well as twelve public 
institutjpns. There were four tons of turkeys and six tons 
of groceries given out. * The funds which enabled the 
society to make the distribution were over $5,000, contrib- 
uted by the Sunday-schools throughout New England and by 
charitable individuals. ` i--4 . 


The above, clipped from the Boston Globe, Thanks- 
giving morning, is a satire on our boasted civiliza- 
tion. In this land of plenty—in Boston, too, with its 
wealth and culture—1,200 heads of families, 5,000 
persons, are so far tortured by want and misery 
that they will accept. one:day's feasting at the hand 
of charity! I don’t. wish to belittle the worthy 
efforts of those engaged in this work of charity, but 
what of these families in the long, cold, and severe 
winter that is now upon us? One day’s supply will 
not suffice for months to come. What of want 
and misery is foretold by these few lines—what of 
the envy, hate, and crime fostered by the conditions 
which surround these 1,200 tamilies! 

‘It may be alleged that it is through laziness and 


"^. dissipated habits that all this comes, but much is 


` enforced idleness. A lady in this city informs me 
| that shécadvertised for a servant, and before 11 a.m. 
seventy-four persons had applied. In the month of 


July I advertised for an engineer in the morning 


paper, and on my arrival at the office at 7:30 a.m., less 
than two Hours after the issue of the paper in the 
early morning, eight applicants awaited me, and 
before 10 a.m. I had received fifty-three applications, 
and it continued all day; but I lost count, and each 
mail was freighted with applications. These inci- 
dents would indicate enforced idleness, and they 
might be multiplied indefinitly. Only three days 
ago an intelligent and evidently well-educated man 
applied to me for employ as a machinist, a common 
occurrence, repeated many times each day. When 
he received a negativ reply, he dropped into a chair, 
saying: “For God's sake giv me something to do. I 
hava wife and three children, one child sick, and 
nothing to eat in the house since yesterday. I hav 
traveled for three weeks earnestly seeking work, and 
I am willing to do anything for any price to save my 
starving family! All up and down our fair land 
goes the cry of want, and this with granaries over- 
flowing with the products of the soil. The cunning 
devices of the ingenuity of man hav changed: the 
whole system of social economy, and this problem 
of the more equal distribution of the products of 
soil and handicraft requires more than the distribu- 
tion of a few tons of turkeys and groceries on 
Thanksgiving. 

Our broad country possesses almost every variety 
of climate, and produces almost everything required 
by the necessities or comfort of the human fam- 
ily, abundantly sufficient for 400,000,000, and yet, 
with less than 60,000,000, haggard want looks into 
the doors of nearly one-half of this limited number. 
Verily the land question is of vast importance, and 
the sixty-thousand votes of New York for Henry 
George carry with them a significance not to be mis- 
understood. Shall the sordid selfishness and greed 


blind the more fortunate to the dangerous elements. 


engendered: in our body politic by the ever-widening 

gulf that yawns between the rich and poor? Sagacity 

- and wisdom will be sorely needed to avert the 

calamity that will surely come unless some more effi- 

cacious remedy is applied than Thanksgiving turkeys 

and free soup. Henry S. Bacon. 
Boston, Nov. 26, 1886. 


— m 
Thomas Jefferson’s Grave. 


. Colonel Wilson, of the army, who has charge of the 
monument recently erected by order of Congress. 
over the grave of Thomas Jefferson: at Monticello, 
says that the vandals are already at work chipping 
chunks off the stone, and that if it is to be preserved 
a military guard will hav to be sent down there. 
Several years ago Congress appropriated $5,000 for 
the purpose of restoring the cemetery in which Jef- 
ferson is buried, and erecting a new monument over 

_ his grave. This was in the time of Hayes, and the 

Appropriation was not to be available until the owners 
of ihe estate gave a quit-claim to the United States 
of a tract of ground two rods square surrounding the 
burial place, and a pathway by which access thereto 
might be afforded the public. Jefferson was buried 
at Monticello in a little cemetery on his own planta- 
tion, and his wife, other members of his family, and 
some of his old servants lie beside him. When the 
estate was being laid out at the time he was presi- 
dent, Jefferson wrote to his overseer instructing him 
to ‘set apart a little plot of ground as & burial 

lace. “Choose some unfrequented vale in the 
park,” he said, “ where there is no sound to break the 
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stillness ‘but the babbling of a-brook that winds 
among the woods, where no mark of human shape is, 
unless it be the skeleton of some poor wretch who 
sought out the spot to despair and die in. Let it be 
among the venerable oaks. Intersperse some gloomy 
evergreens. Appropriate one-half of it for my 
family and the rest for my servants and strangers 
who may die in the neighborhood. Let the exit look 
upon the Blue Mountains.” 

The first stone that was erected over Jefferson’s 
grave was an exact copy of a diagram he left, and the 
epitaph was as he wroteit. It was chipped to pieces 
by relie hunters. A second one, and a fac-simile, was 
substituted in 1851 of the same material, which he 
thought no one would be tempted to destroy because 
of its value, but during the war the soldiers camped 
in that neighborhood carried it off by piecemeal, until 
notbing was left but a sandstone stump. The wall 
around the little cemetery was destroyed, and the 
whole plantation was in a state of dilapidation. 
Then Congress ordered it to be restored, arid, al- 
though the bill passed in 1878, it was not until 1885 
that the secretary of state was able to geta title to 
the cemetery. The secretary, with more of an eye to 
the artistic than a wish to comply with his famous 
predecessor’s instructions, repudiated Mr. Jefferson’s 
model and material, and instead of a shaft six feet 
high of the sandstone found on the place, has given 
him a shaft eighteen feet high of granit. The work 
was only recently finished, and Colonel Wilson, who 
went down to inspect it, has made a report to the 
secretary of state in which he recommends that some 
means be taken to protect it from the vandals, who 
hav already been at work and hav ruined the monu- 
ment by chipping off large chunks from the corners. 
The colonel says the iron fence is a sufficient protec- 
tion against grown people, for the gate is kept locked, 
but small boys squeeze through between the iron 
pickets, and with hammers and hatchets hack the 
corners off and sell them as relics to visitors. He 
says the agent at the railway station told him that 
only the day before he arrived two well-dressed 
ladies appeared with large pieces of the stone, which 
they said they had hired a boy to chop off for them. 
The way to circumvent the vandals is to hire men to 
stay on the place and watch all who come.—Sun. 

+ —— — 
The Mission Fraud. 
From the Brooklyn Eagle. 

An officer attached to the man-of-war Monocacy, 
which is now in China, writes the following letter to 
2, friend in this city: 

* Canton, Aug. 1, 1886. 

* There is in Canton a hospital, managed at pres- 
ent by one Dr. Kerr, for the purpose of. doirig a sort 
of missionary surgery among the Chinese, but sup- 
ported by foreigners, and one of the cardinal regula- 
tions being that all foreigners applying for treatment 
Shall be received. "The hospital has been in existence 
for about fifty years, and one knowing China can 
easily imagin how mahy persons of our nationality 
hav received any benefit from it. Some little time 
since we had a man dangerously ill with rheumatic 
fever, so ill, in fact, that Dr. Craig had serious fears 
for the result, and as he was too weak to be sent to 
Hong Kong or Yokohama, the doctor suggested that 
he go to the hospital here. This was acceded to, of 
course, and the doctor was to make arrangements for 
paying all the expenses of treatment, attendance, 
food, ete. Dr. Craig went down to the hospital, sup- 
posing it would only be a matter of very simple ar- 
rangement, and that we could send the man at once. 
Our chief idea was, of course, to send our man where 
he could be quiet and cooler than on our berth deck 
with a temperature of ninety degrees Fahr.. At the 
very outset Dr. Craig was met with objections; the 
hospital was already crowded ; there were no hospital 
attendants, the friends of the patients attending to 
them usually; there was no bedding for patients, 
and, finally, there was no means of providing food 
for foreign patients. After considerable talk, Craig 
stating our intention of sending an ample supply of 
bedding from the ship and our apothecary and sick 


nurse, he was shown a miserable little dog-hole in: 


rear among Chinese hovels, hot and foul-smelling, 
and was told that was the best that could be done in 
the way of accommodations. 

“ On the question of food, however, they seemed— 
I mean the surgeons in charge—to be able to do 
nothing. When Craig suggested that the small 
amount of food necessary for a man with a high fever 
might be cooked by the same means that their mess 
was supplied, one small missionary doctor positivly 
objected to any such arrangement, saying that the 
lady doctor who had charge of the housekeeping af- 
fairs was already ‘overworked.’ Overworked ; for 
one who knows something of the way these ‘holy 
Joes’ work in China can understand what that means. 
Dr. Craig came back and reported, and was told to 
write and tell the hospital people that we would not 
trouble them in any way, and that we would not send 
& yellow dog into such quarters as they proposed to 
put an American man-of-wars man. I suppose you 
remember the story of the ‘ few bricks that were left 
and how they were used? Well, in this case, the 
few bricks were used to build a large, airy-looking 


house on the river in front of the hospital, which is ` 
not seen, being.among the Chinese houses. 


take these two pictures—the great big cool house on 
the river front, built to get the breeze, with only 
three or four people living in it, and having, oh! such 
a hard time doing good to the heathen—the dear, 
blessed heathen—and the Monocacy, with nearly 150 
people on board her in midsummer at this place, 
where we are stationed principally for the purpose of 
preventing the Chinese from cutting the throats of 
these same people, who hav so much to do that they 
cannot even hav food prepared for one of the crew of 
this ship, who is dangerously ill. It is enough to 
make one’s blood boil, and to make him swear at all 
the canting, whining hypocrits engaged in so-called 
missionary work among the Chinese. Why cannot 
some one come out and tell the truth about the 
whole fraud in such a way as to reach our people and 
induce them to storm the beggars out? It would be 
a righteous crusade for some paper to engage in, as 
worthy as the breaking up of other rings. The man 


is still very ill, and the doctor fears cannot recover, ` 


but we hav done all we can for him on board ship. 
The pilot-house has been cleared out, and turned into 
a sick bay for him.. We keep the ship as quiet as 
possible, even omitting some of the drills.” 

An Eagle reporter showed the above letter to sev- 
eral naval officers to-day.. They said they know the 


hospital very well, and were pleased to know that its . 


methods were about to be exposed to the Ame 

people. Its rules stated that it was for the rece 

of foreigners, yet its doors were often shut ag 
the sick and dying mariners. 

i 

The American Secular Union:— Reports. 


At four meetings of the Board of Directors of the 
American Secular Union Nov. 16th, 23d, 28th, and 
29th, at which were present Charles Eckhard, Dr. E. 


"B. Foote, Jr., E. M. Macdonald, and S. P. Putnam, 


the following business was transacted : va 

Charles Eckhard was chosen chairman of the meet- 
ing. 
The report of the Auditing Committee appointed 
for the examination of the treasurer’s and secretary’ s 
report of the finances was presented and adopted by 
the Board. 

REPORT OF THE AUDITING COMMITTEE. E 
New York, N. Y., Nov, 12, 1886. 

Your Auditing Committee report the receipts and expen- 
ditures to date as follows, as per statements of the treasurer, 
Courtlandt Palmer, and secretary- and" acting treasurer, 
Samuel P. Putnam. ` un 


Courtlandt Paliner's statement from. Oct. 
27, 1885, to May 18, 1886. 


1918.51 


$1,918.51 


Total receipts............sccccccseseessseeeeeeeeeees $3,368.45 i 
Total expenditures.................. eese $3,868.45 
Balance necessáry to raise to pay secre- : 
tary's salary. ieys. $618.14 
Balance due seerétary, Samuel P. Put- 
: nam, to Nov. 8, 1886, as per his i 
. $618.14 


Bill, Nov. 12, 1886....................... 


$3,986.59 $3,986.59 
Vouchers and accounts examined, and account found cor- 
rect as per the foregoing statement. 
f Dante E. Ryan, Ch. Com. 
DISBURSEMENTS SINOE TREASURER'S REPORT TO LAST CONGRESS. 
Paid back salary Charles Watts...... fees $925.00 


Paid salary S. P. Putnam (to Nov. 8, 1885)............ . 450.00 
Paid for expenses of Cleveland Congress............... . 3804.59 
Paid P.Eckler for printing envelopes, letter headings, 
certificates, and charters.................. eere 46.50 
Paid for publishing 2 000 copies of ‘‘ Museums in . 
Park,” and making plates................... esses. 60.00 
Paid for publishing 2,000 copies of ** Impar . 
ation,” and making plates eene 75.00 
Paid Thomas McCabe for services.. z ... 60,00 
Paid T. B. Wakeman for expenses to Albany to ad- 
dress Legislativ Committee...........0...ccessccceeees 18.90 
Paid for printing bills and circulars and mdse......... 83.56 
Paid for printing subscription papers............. zs 6.50 
Paid for printing petitions................. eee. 3.50 
American Secular Union seal and stamp............... . 10.00 
Printing and mdse................... eee Se. 16.64 
Hotel expenses........... eene denne eene nnne 146.05 
Railroad expenses............. cente tene . 431.33 
Hall rent expenses............ ccce . 264.50 
Advertising expenses..... ....e.csccecesecseceecsseesecetentens 94.99 
Stamps and stationery..........ccccccccecceeceneceeeeeeeeeeeees 72.69 
Incidentals.............c.cccccececececetecsesccececetecee S d ES 26.91 
Amount paid on salary from Nov. 8, 1885, to Nov. 8, 
1886... 1er re Evene see haee hada Qr Pa ran eher quo 881.86 
Total..:...:: 55: 3: eser e nen Case oan $3,368.45 


Amount due S. P. Putnam for salary to Nov. 8, 1886, 
$618.14. - f 
The above account of expenses has been examined 
and approved by the Auditing Committee and Board 
of Directors. 
EXPENSES OF THE OLEVELAND CONGRESS. 


Hall Petites. ROME ES $184.00 
Paid to speakers for services and expenses.. is 


Advertisments............ eee ene eene 105.14 
Paid H. Hoover for services 10.00 
Paid A. Tilney for services. ....................... 15.00 
Incidentals .........csccsecsscsecaeeesscees RECEN 

TOtàl.. iei ue ieeee eer ene oro esse the . $606.67 


Now, ` 


ef 
UM 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, DECEMBER 4, 1886. 


UPS 


Amount. contributed by Liberals of Cleveland and 
admission fees.........eeeeeeee ee ener eee eee eret nenne $ 
Amount paid for the expenses of Cleveland Congress 
out of the treasury of American Secular Union 
as per report of Treasurer C. Palmer. ............. $304.52 
The above account of the receipts and: expenses of 
` the Cleveland Congress has been submitted to the 
Auditing Committee, and by them examined and ap- 
proved, and also by the Board of Directors. 
The following report of the receipts and expend- 
itures of the Tenth Annual Congress was presented 
“by the secretary and adopted by the Board: 


“the members of the American Secular Union is, by a large 


ing resolutions were adopted : 


majority, in favor of maintaining this activ propagandism, 


and that their generosity may be depended upon to furnish h : 
ulation pattern.  Groblewski (Phebus! what a 
name!), the alleged Brooklyn wife-poisoner, has gone 
back on the devil and come out for the Lord. All he 
wants now is to come out of prison. 
and pietists will see to it that he comes out, with the 
help of the Lord, of course. 


the sinews of war for another vigorous campaign, the follow- 


esolved, That on behalf of the American Secular Union} 
we express a hearty vote of thanks to our retiring president, 
Col. R. G. Ingersoll, for aid and counsel, for his liberality 
both directly and indirectly in the payment of expenses, for 
the advantage of his influence and a name which is at al 
times a tower of strength. : i 
Resolved, That we acknowledge with thanks the aid which 
Liberals all over the United States hav given, either in direct 
subscriptions, or by contributions of time, work, or hospi- 


Mixed Pickles... - 
The Lord has pulled in another recruit of the reg- 


The . parsons 


The Cayuga (N..Y.) Chief, giving “taffy on a 


stick” to the World, says, among other things, that . 


. RECEIPTS talities. : i ; : ; 

E uu . Resolved, That we recognize in Mr. S. P. Putnam an efi. | “the time will come when money kings and corpora- 
Courtlandt Palmer..... $ 50.00 G. H. Buek............... 5.00 | cient Secretary, and nA TU unusual fitness for missionary tion lords will be brought to book." Yes, Chief, 
A. Van Deusen......... $0.00 | T. S. Sub. ................ 1.00 | work in the way of planting the seeds of Secularism in dis- | that time will come, büfsplease take notice that the 
hotius Fisk........ sieve 20.00} Julius Fehr.............. — 9.00 | tant fields, hitherto unplowed with Liberal thought; thatin} World is not “going for” “corporation lords and 
Dr. E. B. Foote, Sr... 25.00 | Mrs. S. B. Miller....... 1.00 | go doing he is preparing the way for other Freethought lect- : » 8g e PD rp : ; f 
Chas. Eckhard.......... 10.00 | Mr. Barney............... 5.00 | urers to find profitable fields of employment; thas his ser- money kings” to any great extent, the editor thereo 
Daniel Ed: Ryan....... 10.00! A. B. Hendricks....... 5.00 | vices are fully worth the sum of $1,500 per year as voted at | being a “corporation lord".:unto himself, and a 
Peter Eckler. ............ 5.00 |J. C. M... sees. 5.00 | the Cassadaga Congress; and, therefore, let it be further * money king" of no mean. priportions, and hoping 
Booth... 5.00| R. R. M... 2.00 | Resolved, That we again appeal to the generous impulses, | to grow bigger. He is not going to hunt himself to 
Agnosticus............... 5.00/ C. H. Steckler 5.00 | the public spirit, and the humanitarian zeal of the Liberal ror : : at 

Wm. Hawenstein...... 5.00 | L. Harris 1.00 | public to raise a fund for the coming year which shall make | £9 9T EC 
‘Ralph Helm. .... 2.00 | Jas. Parshall.. 5.00 | it possible to carry forward promptly and energetically this E M cun 
I Eus : 300 a D: Moore; 1:09 [and other important work, and in so doing to adhere tothe} And so the Anarchists are to hay a respit,-prelim- 
A Friend.......... 3.00/B. M. Hall. 2.00 principle that the “laborer is worthy of his j 3 MR Je. |inary to a new trial. This is well. The bloodiest 
W. J. Allen. 2.00| Clinton Rosevelt 2.50 Cras. Eokmagp, | murderers are granted new trials, if convicted, even 
Brewer. 2.00 Chas. Schachler......... 2.00 E. M. MAODONALD. to the number of six or seven, sometimes, and why 
Robert Wade. 00| J. Sedgebeer... 2. 5:00 |, Tt was voted to pay out of the funds now in the | should not these men, tried for a penal crime. and 


convicted for a political one—tried and convicted 


B. H. Tashjian.......... treasury the sum of $50 to D. A. Blodgett, and 


G. H. Hedger.......... " 


J. Downs................. 2.00 
E. M. Davis............. 10.00 
-00| Mrs. A. M. Horne...... 2.00 
.00| Z. Kent.............«-..-- 1.00 
.00 Amy Post................ 1.00 
.00| J. C. Rae.................. 1.00 
.50| Dr. A. Van Cort....... 1.00 
.00| J. Offensandt........... 2.00 
Thos. Dexter........... 1.00 Mrs. Eliza Burns...... 5.00 
H. Anderson............. 5.00| A. Kost... 1.00 
Geo. Davidson.......... 4.00!8. Levine. 8.00 
Otto Wettstein.......... 5.00) Wm. M. Hoerle........ 1.00 

1.00| Lecture by Helen H. 

2.00 Gardener and R. 
1.00 G. Ingersoll....... . 891.50 
EE ER eeek ye aere Igea eaa ra sees aro Pes costes $724.50 

EXPENDITURES. 

"Hall fent... iure see cetero eeu Pn heo Ur ve ea rre PS $375.00 
Speakers.......... cesse eene n oretan 175.00 
Advertising 107.00 
Programs................ — 15.00 
Incidentals................. eene ore 13.00 
. - Total......... EUER $685.00 

` Amount paid into treasury of American. Secular 
Union—surplus of fund for campaign work...... 89.50 
Total............. ecce eren stisi. PT24.50 


The following amounts were received at Congress 
for Campaign Fund—not yet credited in Taz TRUTH 
Srrxer—but accounted for in report to the Congress: 


Wm. C. Smith...... se $25.00 | Jobstown Sec. Union. 5.09 
5.0 


W. P. Blythe.......... 1.00) Otto Wettstein.......... 
H. Berls............... ... 6.00 
The following hav been received since the Congress 
and. placed in the treasury : 
Wm. Wardsworth......$ 1.00|George W. Stapleton... 2.00 
Fred Koezly............. . 2.00 | Chas. Stoeffel 3.00 
John Engstrom Mr. Singer......... 1.00 
A. Pionnie. Mr. Kenny............... 1.00 
- B. G; Smith ; .00 | W. W. White 2.00 
` Frank D.Hunt (per Gus . | E. N. Dunckel 2.00 
^. Hoga) eie 5.00 | E. F. Dunckel 2.00 
elen H:: Gardener....$ 5.00 | Geo. Brotherton......... 1.00 
[. E;Phipps............ 1.00 'C. Dillon................... 1.00 
. Hunt... ccseeeeecoeeeee 2.00 | Fred Page.................. 1.00 
F.-M. Borden............ 1.00 | David Kelly......... NE 1.00 
"Mrs. Mary Jones......... 2.00 | Steren Carter............ . 50 
A. F. Neunert............ .001 M. McCarty............. 50 
Robert Riddell............ John D. Powers......... . 7.00 
Geo. Maddock............ l Chas. Sach................ 1.00 
T. Littlehales............. .00 | Dr. E. F. Beals.......... 1.00 
J. McClemont............. 1. —— 
Mrs. McClemont Total................ 80.50 
S. F. Salberger.......... 
The following pledges hav been made: 
J. J. McCabe............. $10.00 
Walter C. Wright....... 10.00 


- Samuel P. Putnam, the secretary, stated to the 
Board of Directors that in order to make the work of 
the Union in the future untrammeled by debt, he 

. would forego his claim to the $618.14 due for ser- 

. vices as secretary to Nov., 1886, as allowed by report 
of Auditing Committee. 

Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., presented the following, which 
was adopted : à xs 


.At a meeting of the Board: of Directors of the American 
Secular Union, held in the city of New York, Nov. 28, 1886, 
a careful hearing was given to the report of the secretary, 
Mr. Putnam, concerning his work during the past year, and 
to the treasurer's statement of the financial condition of the 
Union. Inasmuch as the society did not enter upon its work 
ayear ago free from debt, owing to certain obligations in- 
curred during previous administrations, it has not been pos- 
sible from the receipts of the past.year to-clear up all out- 
standing accounts, and pay the secretary the whole amount 
of salary which had been voted to hitn;-but since the secre- 
tary, in his unbounded enthusiasm for the interests:and pur- 
poses of the society, feels disposed to.forgiv this delinquency, 
and as the other deficit is comparativly small, there is every 


reason to feel encouraged. with the status and progress of the 


movement, and to arrange: for a continuance of the practical 
propaganda during the next year on about the same basis as 
that of the last. It is the opinion of the present Board of 
Directors that the policy of ‘‘pay as you go" should be 
strictly adhered.to; but feeling confident that the sentiment og 


hy 


that the remaining $100 due him, and $25 due C. 
Edelheim, should be paid at the earliest possible op- 


| contributions will then be for its future work. 


'comes all Rationalists to be ever guarded against 


all women hay votes in parliamentary elections, 


portunity. 
This will.leave the Union free from debt, and all 


The:directors wish to call attention to the follow- 
ing points: : l ; 
. 1. Under the arrangements made at Cassadaga to 
hav two paid officers in the field, the Union, for the 
first year, was unable to meet its obligations, and at 
the last Congress was in debt for salary to the extent 
of $825. 

2. With the policy of having but one salaried offi- 
cer in the field, the Union has more than paid its way 
for the past year, and but for the deficit of the pre- 
vious year, the balance would ‘be in favor of the 
treasury instead of against its: <4 

3. The relinquishment by the secretary of the sum 
due him for salary now leaves the Union nearly free 
from debt, and with the experience of the past two 
years for a guide, and the generous devotion of 
friends, the coming year will, no doubt, be far more 
successful, both in the work achieved: and in its 
pecuniary results. ee 

The resignation of : 
offered at the first meeting of the board, November 
16th, was accepted, and E. A. Stevens was elected to 
fill the vacancy. . Samvurx P. Purnam, Secretary. 

Cumas. Ecxganp, Chairman. 

—— e 
' Bigotry. 

. The admitted truism that “ one who cannot reason 
is a fool; one who dare not is a coward; one who 
will not is a bigot,” is fully exemplified in our every- 
day walksin life. Of all these three conditions of the 
human mind, perhaps the most dangerous and re- 
pulsiv is that of bigotry, as it seems with its silent 
doggedness to imply the conditions of the two first. 

The Materialist wonders that men strongly relig- 
ious, men strongly educated in the hope of immor- 
tality in some form of Christian faith, refuse to launch 
in controversy with them on the frigid sea of annihi- 
lation at death. 

There is no term more misapplied than bigotry. 
The assumed Liberalist is apt to be very free in ap- 
plying it to all religious zealots, little thinking that 
he or she, perhaps, is equally as great an offender. 

If Materialists would only condescend to examin 
Spiritualism from a scientific standpoint, we are cer- 
tain they would find the subject less repulsiv and 
wonderfully interesting. All religions, Catholic and 
Protestant, early gave Spiritualism the cold shoulder, 
and for why?—inasmuch as its teachings favored no 
particular religious creed, but, on the contrary, they 
considered it.only another subtil effort of the “ evil 
one” to entrap souls, hence to be avoided, and the 
bellowing for salvation should increase. 

It is difficult to determin what are the absolute 
natural instincts or proclivities of the human mind; 
so much depends upon the early bias of education. 
Thus a child reared amid the surroundings of Mate- 
rialism should excite no more surprise that it grows 
up a skeptic or Atheist than that another reared 
among the emotional believers in Methodism should 
develop as a full-grown hell-fearing Methodist. To 
the philanthropist that faith is best which tends to 
the greatest happiness to humanity. Hence it be- 
bigotry. . D. Bruce. 
Brooklyn, E. D. 


— ore 
AT the annual meeting of the Woman's Suffrage Associa- 
tion held recently in Manchester, England, it was reported 
that three hundred and forty-one members of the House of 
Commons are in favor of woman suffrage. Mr. Bradlaugh, 
however, has some doubt whether the whole of the three 
hundred and forty-one are quite earnest in the desire to see 


E. M. Macdonald, which was 


country, doesn’t let them slip. 


when governmental bosses had lost their heads, and 
the press was foaming at the mouth, tried and con- 
victed in an hour when blood was in the hearts of all 
officials; including judges, and on the moon—why 
should they not hav a new trial? 
enough to answer for without committing judicial 
| murder. 


This country has 


A new trial in a moment of calmness will 
acquit them, as it should. 


The World was dreadfully afraid that the “ foun- 
dations of society would be subverted” by the 
George movement. And this “society” the World 
so trembles for, what is it? A putrescence—a thin 
rotten from center to circumference, from church- 
altar to drawing-room! What are its “foundations?” 
First, wealth, inherited—even from a pirate—crook- 
edly made in business, or stolen outright by those in 
positions of trust; but wealth, by all means. Second, 
aristocracy, old line or new—descent from Dutch gro- 
cers (“blue blood”), or present day shoddyites (very 
ordinary blood). Third, snobbery of all degrees, with 
or without brains, but principally without. Fourth, 
grabocracy—the devil take the hindmost. Fifth, 


5office-holding, with consequent official corruption. 
Sixth, fashion, with its follies flaunting in the faces 


of famishing millions. Seventh, wrong and oppres- 
sion in every shape against the masses. Highth, 
polities of the old rut order. Ninth, hypocrisy in 
every form. Tenth, falsity in general—falsum in 
uno, falsum in omni! Of such are the.‘ founda- 
tions” of present day “society” in the land of the 
“free,” and the quicker they are “subverted” the 
better. Pull out oné of these.“ sample bricks,” and 
the fabric of “ society" would totter to its fall. - 
Talmage, on Thanksgiving day—a great humbug, 
this day, by the way—had his curriculum interiorly 
decorated with all sorts of garden and field truck— 
what a master of claptrap he is !—such as pumpkins, 
potatoes, corn-stalks, squashes, apples, big beets— 
himself the biggest beat—cauliflowers, carrots, rhu- 
barb or pie plant, cabbage heads—very appropriate 
—etc., ete., until it looked like a section of à country 
fair. In what room was left on the platform, or 
stage, where he performs his grotesquery, Talmage 
ranced about like & prize chimpanzee, begging par- 
don of the latter-named specimen of “creation” as 
being in every way, to the eye, an animal superior to 
the Brooklyn blatherskite, and never drew heartier 
laughter from a highly amused crowd than he did on 
the day mentioned. He wagged his jaw for an hour, 
vaporing as usual, when the crowd was dismissed, 
sorry, no doubt, that the grotesque farce was over. 
Many people wonder how he can draw the crowds he 
does. Nothing to be wondered at. A first-class 
clown—I admit he is first-class—will always draw 
crowds, when deserving artists appear to empty 
benches. Said a lady, who attended his clown and 
eabbage-head entertainment, to the writer: “It was 
better than a circus or any negro minstrel show. I 
don’t know what to make of that man Talmage. He 
is either ‘cracked’ or a natural-born clown!” As 
the latter she hit the Brooklyn “ freak ” just where 
he livs—he is a “natural-born clown!” And. he 
clowns it at the rate of $15,000 a year, more or less, 
but not much, if any, less. Great are the opportuni- 
ties of a clown, if he doesn’t let them slip; and the 
Brooklyn clown, the clown par eminence of the 
Sr Srokuw.- 


————— eoe 


Tye women of Wisconsin are hereafter to vote upon 
School affairs. This amendment was carried at the recent 
election by a majority of 4,543. "Thus, quietly but surely, - 
does the world move along,-and woman will be more 
womanly when man recognizes her equal individuality and 
woman dares assume the high prerogativs which this recog- 
nition involves.— Unity. 


3, 
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Communications. 


The Decay of Christian Morality. 
II. 

The,man that took the life of Jesus for a model 
would hate father and mother, brother and sister; he 
would hav neither wife nor child,he would liv from 
place to place, he would be a law-breaker and an 
idler, he would liv the life of a wanderer and die the 
death of a criminal. Hav I put a false color in this 
picture I hav painted? Hav I misrepresented the 
life of Jesus? Read the four gospels and see. I 
find this character sketched in the New Testament, 
&nd it is there called Jesus, and it is this character 
which we are adjured to imitate if we would be per- 
fect. To the man or woman who declares that the 
life of Jesus is the way to salvation, I hav only to 
say, Why then do you not imitate it? 

Now, I wish to ask, what kind of morals would 
such a man as we hav sketched naturally teach? You 
will answer, The morals he lived. At least, we find 
such morals taught in the New Testament. My point 
here is, If the life of Jesus was an honest, faithful 
exponent of his moral teachings, then such a morality 
as he practiced is not wanted to-day; and that such a 
mdtality is not wanted is shown by the fact that no 
one practices it. I know that it is considered re- 
spectable and pious to profess great admiration for 
the doctrins taught by Jesus, and the world has paid 
them the outward compliment of profession, saying 
that:the moral code of the New Testament was the 
despair of man; but it has never seriously set to 
work to reduce this code to practice, which proves 
that such profession is only a part of the universal 
accomplishment of fashionable hypocrisy. 

Do not understand me us saying that there is no 
moral precept contained in the gospels that is worthy 
of being practiced. I make no such declaration, and 
wish no such construction put upon my words. 
What I desire to enforce is this, that the morality of 
Jesus sprung from a philosophy that has passed 


_away, and, therefore, that is for the greater part 


obsolete and worthless. That Jesus shared the gen- 
eral belief of his age that the world was soon to be 
destroyed is shown by his estimate of earthly things; 


and that a morality founded upon such a belief 


should survive and outlast the faith that inspired it 
reveals a condition of things that is not flattering to 
our intellectual perception or to our moral sense. 

The morals of the New Testament are founded 
upon a theory of the universe that is found now only 
in creeds—those epitaphs of religion. 

The most superficial observation is sufficient to 
enable us to perceive that theology cannot longer be 
the basis of morality, and that the authority of the 
New Testament cannot be accepted on this question. 
There is nothing more firmly impressed upon the 
mind of man than the fact of the stability of the uni- 
verse, notwithstanding the recent earthquakes in 
South Carolina; and the value of earthly things has a 
higher moral estimation consequent upon the assur- 
ance of material existence. Morality must hav a 
physical basis—that is, the moral code that man can 
practice to his safety and his honor must not contra- 
dict human nature. The defeat of the New Testa- 
ment morals is assured by their antagonism to the 
nature of man. The morality of Jesus was designed 
to fit man for what he called the kingdom of heaven, 
but the only morality that is worth the name is that 
which fits man for human life on earth. Jesus con- 
stantly urged men to the performance of moral duties 
that they might be rewarded by their father in 
heaven. Such a motiv for good behavior is offensiv 
to the rational mind, and moral commandments that 
are enforced with a heaven and a hell do not spring 
from a knowledge of the world that deserves our 
respects: l 

The most comprehensiv criticism that one can 


. make upon the morals of the New Testament is that 


they are not practical. 
. Is the character of Christians fashioned by the 
power and influence of the words that Jesus left in 
the world? This question should be pressed to an 
answer, and honesty would answer it in a way that 
"would shake every church building in the land and 
tear the mask from the face of every Christian wor- 
shiper on the globe. 

Jesus taught that men and women were to love 
him more than father or mother, son or daughter. 
Imagin human beings loving a man that they know 


. nothing about, care nothing about, and who has no 


more claim to their affections than has the ghost in 
“Hamlet.” Such morality as this is not fit for a 
Hottentot. If any command is implanted in our 
nature, and is a part of the bone and fiber of our very 
being, it is to love, beyond all else, those who hav 
borne us and cared for us through infancy and child- 
hood, and those whose existence depends upon us, 
and to whom we stand pledged by the holiest ties of 
-our beings, to watch over and protect, to care for 
and love to the last days of our life. .It is love of 
parent and child that is alike the supreme obligation 
and the supremé?benefaction to humanity. ‘Z 

"No being ,has;walked this earth who has’the;moral 


right to demand a greater lovo than is due to father 


| and mother, son and daughter, and if Jesus claimed 


such affection his claim is an impertinence which we 
are bound to treat with indignation and scorn. For 
the Christian church to make the words of Jesus a 
command to the world is to deserve the severest 
condemnation. Jesus taught that men were not to 
make for themselvs a home, not to cultivate those 
virtues that blossom into the family, and not to save 
the fruits of their toil to make old age, with its tot- 
tering form and feeble sight, less liable to the hard- 
ships of the world, but he summed up all the duties 
of life in these words, *Sell what thou hast and giv 
to the poor, and come and follow me.” To obey 
such teaching as this would overturn every monu- 
ment of prosperity upon the earth, blight every feel- 


ing of happiness that gladdens the heart of man, aud. 


convert the busy work-loving world into one vast 
army of tramps, following a king without a kingdom, 
a leader without a purpose, a commander with noth- 
ing to giv those who followed his command. 

Jesus taught that we were not to resist evil; that 


is, that if a thief stole our watch and chain we were 


bound to run after him and giv him our purse also; 
that if a man took away our coat we should wrong 
him if we did not send him the balance of the suit; 
that if a man struck us on one cheek we were to in- 
vite him to strike the other also; that if, as it were, 
the armies of some foreign power were to invade our 
land and burn and destroy our cities and towns, pil- 
lage our homes and murder our families, we were in 
duty bound to look upon them as benefactors and 
thank them for their work of destruction, and ask 
them to come and do it again. Such moral teachiug 
as this would make à nation of cowards and slaves. 
It is our duty to punish thieves and robbers, not re- 
ward them; to resist wrong and injustice, not to sub- 
mit to them like cravens; to protect our country 
from foes, even though we are obliged to shed their 
blood and our own. Is there a Christian on the 
globe who pays theleast heed to a single one of these 
moral commandsof Jesus? You all know there is not. 
Ineed not tell the Christian church that the morality 
taught by Jesus is decaying, when every church is its 
coffün and every minister its grave digger. If you 
wish too see how much respect for the moral teach- 
ing of Jesus one of his professed followers has, steal 
his coat, and if he givs you his cloak also, please pub- 
lish his name in the daily papers for the benefit of 
others who wish to get a cloak. 

We find among ihe express commands of Jesus 
this advice: * Lay not up for yourselvs treasures 
upon earth." 
counsel cannot make. it anything but poor advice. 
Every material blessing of mankind has come from 
the savings of human labor, and the wisdom of laying 
up treasures upon earth is more evident than that of 
laying up “ treasures in heaven," whatever this say- 
ing may mean. ; : 

When every Christian tries as hard to be poor as 
he tries now to get rich, we shall think that he has 
some regard for the moral teachings of Jesus. It 
must be apparent to all that what may be claimed as 
Christian morality is not. only decaying, but that it 
ought to decay. Thereis no sense init. Imagin a 
man telling people in the nineteenth century to “ take 
no thought for your life, what ye shall eat or what 
ye shall drink, nor yet for your body what ye shall 


-put on,” and endeavoring to prove that because the 


fowls of the air do not hav to broil a beefsteak for 
their breakfast or make biscuits for tea, human 
beings will be fed whether they provide anything for 
their tables or not. Jesus tells us that our heavenly 
father will feed us because we are better than the 
fowls of the air; and that he will clothe us because 
he clothes the grass of the field. Our earthly fathers 
seem to hav done more for us in the way of feeding 
and clothing us before we were able to take care of 
ourselvs than any heavenly father. 

Others may put their trust in God for something 


to eat and drink and wear if they wish to, but I pre- | 


fer to giv the subject a little more thought myself. 
Jesus concludes these admonitions by saying, 
“Take no thought for the morrow.” -This is bad 
counsel, and it shows the good sense of mankind that 
it has never been followed. 
The whole world livs in what one of our poets calls 
“ The bright to-morrow of the mind.” We will refer 


‘to only cae more of the peculiar moral injunctions of 


Jesus. In the fifth chapter of Matthew, in the forty- 
fourth verse, we read: “Love your enemies, bless 
them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, 
and pray for them which despitefully use you and 
persecute you." If we were to do as herein,com- 
manded, we should hav an inverted morality which 
would place the crown of virtue upon the forehead of 
vice. Let us see if the preacher of this doctrin prac- 
ticed it. Did Jesus less the scribes and Pharisees 
when they refused to acknowledge his claim to be the 
son of God? 

This is the blessing he pronounced upon them: 
“ Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrits, for 
ye devour widows’ houses, and for a pretense make 
long prayers ; therefore ye shall receive the greater 
damnation.” “Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, 
how can ye escape the damnation of hell!” That is 


The most liberal translation of this: 
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not a very sweet blessing. And these men did not 
curse Jesus—they only did not agree with his opin- 
ions. 

Jesus also, in his wrath against his enemies, calls 
them, in the seventeenth and nineteenth verses of the 
twenty-third chapter of Matthew, “Ye fools and 
blind,” forgetting, doubtless, that he had previously 
declared, when preaching on the mount, ** Whosoever 
shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire." 

The moral teachings of Jesu were inspired by a 
false estimate of all earthly things.. There is no 
doubt but that he believed that the world was com- 
ing to an end in his generation. How to get into the 
kingdom of heaven was of more consequence than 
how to reform mankind, or improve the world, since 
the end of earthly things was near at hand. This 
appears to hav been the thought of Jesus, and ex- . 
plains much of his language. a 

But to-day we do not believe that the earth has . 
run his course, and that the end of all material things 
is near at hand. We are living without fear of fail- 
ure on the part of the universe, and are giving our 


attention more to human wants than to divine com- 


mands. Not fear of offending God, but fear of wrong- 
ing man, is the highest baris of morals. 

We hav reached a time when apologies are not re- 
spected, when repentance is looked upon as the mask 
of villainy, when the stature of life is most shorn of 
manliness by prancing in the garb of humility, when 
a brave facing of life’s trials and demands counts for 
more than cowardly surrender in the name of God. 
In fact, we hav come to say to the world of human- 
ity, Be moral, and let your morality be your religion. 


Bat we want no cheap moral duties held up for man 


to perform. It is serious business to liv this life of 
onrs and liv it well, and it is hard work to do it. 
Morality sets us as high a task as we are able to per- 
form, and a higher task than has yet been performed 
by most of mankind. The effort of this age is to 
expose the sham of what is called holiness, and make 
sacred the surroundings of human beings. We must 
throw off the past, and stand upon that sunlit hight 
where we can feel that “somehow life is bigger after 
all than any painted angel, could we see the man that 
is within us." This is the. moral duty of the world, 
to respect the man that is within us. 

We ought to rear on the earth a range of moral 
Alps that would stand and command the admiration 
of the world as long as eye could see and heart could 
feel. We need a rational hope and a burning pur- 
pose in this century, something noble to liv for, and 
the courage of nobility to work and win it. The im- 
provement of the world is the only object of life 
worthy of man. Do and say nothing that will not 
improve mankind. Were this simple admonition 
heeded, we should hav the key to the kingdom of the 
only heaven that man needs in- our own pocket. : 

. It is time for the reign of common-sense to begin 
on earth; time for men to elevate religion above the- 
ology, and time for us to say. Millions for the world ; 
not a cent for the church. The battle between free- 
dom and Christianity has begun, and I believe that 
when it ends Christianity will be buried beneath the 
ruins of its own dogmas, there to remain forever. 

It possesses no spirit that can rise again from its 
ashes, and mount on wings of flame to a higher life. 
When superstition dies it dies to the root. The 
Christian minister cannot arrest the march of liberty 
by crying Infidelity, and threatening with everlasting 
cremation all those who refuse to heed his words. ' 
But let there be no base understanding of freedom. 
The New John the Baptist must not be a cowboy, 
saying, “The kingdom of highwaymen is at hand.” 
As a person, when in perfect bodily health, knows not 
from any intimation from the respectiv parts that he 
has a stomach, a brain, or a heart, so a person, when 
living in perfect freedom, is unconscious of law, of 
creed, of custom. ‘The healthy.man physically is the 


‘free man physically; the healthy man mentally is the 


free man mentally; the healthy man morally is the 
free man morally. Liberty of the individual is the 
health of the individual, and a free man means a man 
who is true and obedient to all natural laws. 

There is a misunderstanding of freedom upon the 
one side, and a misrepresentation of it on the other, 
that makes it hazardous for one to employ the word. 
To connect this word with religion, in the eyes of 
many, is to confound the Madonna with Mary Mag- 
dalene. It is to start the ghost of Judas Iscariot. 
The conservatism of society has ever regarded lib- 
erty as the black flag of the moral marauder, the 
emblem of a piratical intention upon the casket of 
the world that contains honor, justice, virtue, and 
social order. So persistently and malignantly has 
freedom been represented as & wrecker’s light, kin- 
dled only to lure to destruction, that to represent it 
as worthy to be trusted is to arouse the spirit that 
pursued Voltaire to his grave with a lie, erected a 
shaft of calumny over the tomb of Paine, and that 
attacks the living, who refuse to acknowledge that the 
voice of the church is the voice of God, with the 
coward’s weapon of slander. But, nevertheless, we 
believe, with Burns, that 

Upo’ this treé there grows sic fruit 


Its virtues a’ can tell, man; 
It raises man aboon the brute, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, DECEMBER 4, 1886. 
SS LS SSS RR 


Daas 


It makes him ken himsel’, man. 
Gif ance the peasant taste a bit 
He's greater than a lord, man, 
` And wi’ the beggar shares a mite 
Of a’ he can afford, man. 


And so we exclaim, in the words of one of our 
own true poets: 
Always in thine eyes, O Liberty! 
Shines that high light whereby the world is saved, 
And though thou slay us we will trust in thee. 


You hav all heard of the man who refused to open 
his eyes for a year, and who declared that during 
that time nothing could be seen on account of the 
darkness. But the endeavor to perpetuate old errors 
by keeping the eyes closed to the facts of science, the 
truths of philosophy, and the progress of the human 
race has not been crowned with suecéss. 

.. The further attempt to convert the world to what 
James Parton calls a “kitchen religion" is merely 
waste of power. ; 

The preaching of. Christianity is making “much 
ado about nothing.” What we want is manhood. . 

It is said by the church that the man who livs. for 
his family, and brings all that he can win of what is 
fair and bright and glad to those he loves may be a 
good man, but he is not a Christian, and therefore 
has no religion. Giv me, then, the man who is not 
a Christian and who has no religion, for if the man 
who loves his wife and children, who givs them the 
strength of his arm, the thought of his brain, the’ 
warmth of his heart, has not religion, the world is 
better off without it, for these are the highest and 
holiest things that man can do. L. K. WASHBURN. 


— eor — ———— 
The Impending Revolution. 


So you think there is going to be a revolution, eh? 

Yes, I think so. 

When? 

Oh, I don’t know the day, the month, or the year, 
but it will come off in the not-far-distant future, I 
think. ; 

Will it be a bloody one? 


That depends: But I don’t think there will be 


much blood-letting, however. There may be sporadic 


cases—perhaps a comparativly large amount of 
bloodshed in the aggregate—but I don’t think there 
will be an epidemic of blood-letting. 

My reasons for thinking so? 

Oh, well, let me illustrate. . For instance, you, a 
man of peace, weighing -140 lbs., meet John L. Sul- 
livan, a “good man,” weighing some 200 lbs., on a 
plank crossing over a mud-puddle. John, knowing 
his powers, and that you, against him, are as a frog 
against an ox, claims the right of way, standing not 
upon discussion. What are you going to do? Are 
you going to dispute his passage, or are you going 
to turn back, or jump into the mud-puddle? A sen- 
sible man, you will take to the mud or the back track, 
of course. To be sure, you might dispute his pas- 
‘sage, vi et armis, and possibly get him into the mud 
along with yourself; but where would you be, and 
in what condition, when John L. emerged from the 
mud? The thought of this would giv you pause, I 
think. You would turn back or go into the mud, as 
I said before. 

Understand that, from the preponderance of 
weight, the superiority of numbers, on the uprising 
side of the house, I see how it can be a revolution of 
force, and yet a bloodless one—or comparativly so. 
It will be the rise and march of a giant of prodigious 
proportions and physical power, not a ponderous 
brute merely, but. a giant of intelligence, against a 
mortal of ordinary physique, but financially power- 
ful, keenly intelligent, and a master of finesse. If 
the latter undertakes to oppose the giant physically 
—and no other sort of opposition is to be thought of 
for that crisis—bloodshed must necessarily follow, 
for the giant with cut and thrust will meet cut and 
thrust; but, as he will very quickly overpower his 
puny antagonist in the fray, the amount of blood 
spilled will not be large, I take it. In short, the 
revolutionists will form an irresistible force, and 
irresistible forces move to their objectiv points with 
far less friction than resistible ones. 

It will be the onslaught of Labor against Capital, 
you suppose? 

Well, not quite so bald-headed as you put it. It 
will be the might and right of Labor against the 


might and wrong of Capital—that’s the way I put it,. 


and as it appears to me. 
Will I state the conditions, as they appear to me? 
Yes. There are, at least, ten million workers in 
this country—mind you, I don’t accept parsons, who 
claim to be “workers; Wall street bandits, bank 
presidents, e£ al., as workers, albeit they “work” 
` their livings and fortunes out of the community, but 
workingmen in the sense as understood—three mill- 
ions of whom are organized in one way or another, 
but organized. : i 
One million, at least, are regularly, solidly, and 
splendidly organized—' minute men," I might say. 
This is a -pretty good army, but it can be trebled 
within ten days, doubled then within thirty. But 
: let it go at the treble, the irresistible force I spoke 
of. "Now, suppose this mighty host should lay down 


From the work-shops? : If there are enough left in 
the work-shops to fill up the ranks of the militia, will 
they flock to fight their brother-workmen? 


its tools some fine day—matters being understood 
beforehand—and say to their oppressors: 


“Gentlemen”—no, grabocrats, monopolists, and 


robbers in general—" we will work for you no longer 
under the existing order of things. . There has got 
to be a change, and we propose to hav a voice in the 


say concerning that change !” 2 
Now, what are the capitalistic class, Jay Gould, 


Wall street, and financial bandits in general going to 
‘do about it, eh? Oppose the workers, you say. 


Certainly they will with their tongues, but how else? 


With our army of a few men and many officers ? 


The militia, eh? Yes, I know there is a militia— 


now—but when the many labor organizations hav 
called out their men, where is your militia then? 
Echo will answer, Where? malgre the officers and a 
few high privates who may answer roll call. 


But volunteers will flock to fill up the ranks, you 
say. They will eh? Where will they flock from? | 


Hon- 
estly, do you think they will? : 

There are the middling and higher classes, you sug- 
gest. Yes,I know. But do not you believe they 
will flock to the number of three million or more to 
do battle with guns in their hands? No, you do not 
believe it. The armies of the world hav never been 
composed of such material to any great extent, and 
this army you would improvise is only in your mind. 
Some few, comparativly speaking, of the shop-keep- 
ers might consent or decide to go on the warpath 
under shoulder straps, and carrying swords in their 
hands, but guns, never; and guns win, not swords. 
As for the higher classes, the aristocrats, they are not 
worth mentioning as men likely to enlist as fighting 
soldiers. Under eagles and stars a few might take 
up their swords and ride as staff officers ; but afoot 
as fighting soldiers, never. They are not fond of 
“rifle diet,” never were, and never will be. When 
armies are made up of such recruits, grim-visaged 
war will hav smoothed his wrinkled front for ever, 
and men will but play at soldiering, with *pomp and 
pride,” to be sure, but minus “ circumstance.” Come, 
now, where is the army coming from that is to-oppose 
the army coming from the workshops ? 

You don’t know? Of course you don’t. Who 
does? Well, now, can’t you see that the coming 
revolution must needs be more or less a peaceable 
one? That it will partake largely of the nature of a 
* walk over," for obvious reasons? The impact of a 
force meeting with no adequate opposition? But it 
will be revolution all the same, accomplishing its 
aims with little bloodshed, comparativly ; or much, 
if you can oppose its force with a force worthy the 
name of opposition. Ali around the horizon, here, 
there, and everywhere, there are fires, little fires and 
bigger fires. They will grow and spread, and one 
day unite in a grand conflagration; then will the 
revolution be on. 

You know, and I know, and so do all, save those 
who hav made it extremely probable, that a revolu- 
tion is in order, that it is high time it were on. Let 
it come, bloodless or bloody, as. it may be; though, 
to tell the honest truth, I think a bloody one would 
prove of more lasting benefit to the country, in that 
the twin monsters, grinding monopoly and official cor- 
ruption, would not so readily forget it. 

Sr Srozum. 


St. Paul. 
Canon Farrar, England’s highest prelate, says, “It 
took all St. Paul’s splendid genius and eloquence to 
save Christianity” from being dragged into Judaism 
by the other apostles. That St. Paul established 
Christianity—that is, the doctrin of Christianity, for 
I do not believe that there is a Christian on earth 
to-day, nor ever was one—there can be no doubt. 
That St. Paul was at swords’ points and in con- 
tinual war with the rest of the apostles there is all 
the evidence in the world. 
I propose to show in this paper, in opposition to 
the teachings of the entire clergy, that the other 
apostles were all united against Paul and his doctrin ; 
that they made his life bitter in the extreme. At 
Paul’s conversion, when he came to Jerusalem, even 
after his old friend Barnabas had introduced him to 
the apostles, they would hav nothing to do with him 
(see Acts ix, 26, 27), and from that day to Paul’s 
death he was hunted down and denounced by the 
other apostles. 

Fourteen years after Paul’s conversion to Liberal- 
alism—for he had been a colossal bigot before, and 
he says himself that he was a heretic—he went up to 
Jerusalem to stop James, the Lord’s brother, from 
sending emissaries out among the gentile converts of 
Paul, and undoing his work. Paul succeeded in get- 
ting James and the other apostles to meet in confer- 
ence, and there he got them to execute a decree that 
the gentile converts should not be subject to the law 
of Moses—that is, to the Old Testament. 

After Paul delivered this decree to all the churches 
he had established, he met Peter at Antioch (see 
letter to Galatians). The said Peter had been play- 
ing the modern hypocritical role, for Paul found him 
eating, drinking, going in and out and associating’ 


‘after his conversion. 


with the gentiles as an equal, and conforming to gen’ 
tile customs and gentile liberty. * But when certain 
ones came from James” Peter withdrew from the 
gentiles and Paul took Peter in public and held him 
up to the scorn and contempt of all honorable men 
and in unmistakable language denounced him as a 
hypocrit. 

The apostles tried to undo Paul’s work at Corinth, 
and St. John, in Revelation, says, * He claimed to be ` 
an apostle, but was not an apostle.” 

The fact is, Paul was recognized as the Infidel of 
the age, and, unlike modern preachers, he preached 
without a salary, and boasted of the fact. 

He says “he labored more than all of them,” and | 
catalogs his trials, troubles, shipwrecks, his meeting 
false brethren, and how he fed the poor apostles and 
poorer church at Jerusalem with gentile money; 
how he was beaten with the Roman rods, forty stripes 
save one; how he suffered imprisonment, and in his 
hour of trial before Nero his fellow-workers forsook 
him. 

The church in Jerusalem died, but Paul’s work 
lived and now livs to refresh human hearts panting 
after eternal liberty and truth. ; 

Paul regarded not the Sabbath, nor any other day, 
but the theme of all his discourses was liberty—that 
the law ought to die, and Paul helped mightily to 
kill it. In fact, Paul's whole life was given to de- 
stroying the Old Testément scriptures, and he suc- 
ceeded. 

The climax came in his work about twenty years 
When his work among the gen- 
tiles was established, and liberty proclaimed, he went 
up to preach his gospel among the Jews, and the 
other apostles were dumfounded. James said: 
*Something must be done, for they must needs hear 
of thy coming, and will come together to hear thee. 
For they hav heard that everywhere you hav spoken 
against the law of Moses." 

The multitude did come together and mobbed 
Paul, and it took about four hundred soldiers to save 
his life, and while: Paul was speaking from the steps 
of the tower of Autonia, and saying that the gentiles 
were also beloved of God, they threw dust in the air 
and attempted to kill Paul, so that the chief captain 
of the guard hurried him into the tower and sent 
him away to Cesarea that night. But Paul had ac- 
complished his work. He had forever broken up 
Judaism and the apostolie church at Jerusalem, and 
had with one blow blotted out the law of Moses, and 
henceforth it was “liberty in Christ" with the gentile 
world. 

‘Before Paul saw this great central light of liberty 
“that one's liberty leaves off only where another’s be- 
gins," he says he persecuted and murdered men and 
women for opinion's sake. He killed and imprisoned 
men and women because they did not believe as he 
did. In that age, and down to the formation of our 
government, burning and killing men and. women for 
not believing the Bible was considered doing God 
service; that is, for not believing the Bible as the 
priests and preachers taught it. 

What & figure in human history was St. Paul! 
Paul the bigot, Paul the persecutor, Paul the mur- 
derer, Paul the converted, Paul the builder of the law 
of love and liberty, Paul the persecuted, Paul the 
sweet spiritual lover of our race, Paul the builder and 
founder of the colossal church of liberty, the first-born 
of the earth ; Paul the beheaded, the martyr of the 
gentile world, and whose doctrin has slumbered and 
slept in Catholic catacombs, in the Vatican, and in 
the dead languages, until his latest disciple, Col. 
Robert G. Ingersoll, has proclaimed that all: men, 
rich and poor, should love one another, and should 
not be happy if another is miserable! 

Grorce H. Bernar. 


eor 
Higher than the Liberty Statue. 

In this morning’s Daily News the statue of Liberty just 
inaugurated at New York is described as towering ‘‘to the 
skies above all known statues of the present and the past,” 
and as ‘‘the Great Eastern of statues.” The writer may be 
excused for not knowing that a much higher statue exists, 
and has long existed, in Afghanistan. These statues 
are on the principal road between Cabul and Balkh, ‘at a lo- 
cality known as Bamian. At that place the road passes 
through valleys, with high scarped cliffs of conglomerate. 
Probably about the early centuries of the Christian era the 
Buddhists excavated numerous caves, as monasteries for 
themselvs, in the rock of these valleys. These ancient ex- 
cavations still exist, and can be counted by thousands. In 
addition to these, a number of statues of Buddha were cut 
out of the solid rork. Two at least are still standing, and the 
largest was measured by Captain Talbot with the theodolite ; 
so that we now know the hight to at least a few inches. 
The measurement gave it as 173 feet high; that is rather 
more by a few inches than the Nelson Column in Trafalgar 
square, and nearly 70 feet higher than the New York figure. 
This figure of Buddha is the real ** Great Eastern " of statues. 
The celebrated Memnon statues of Egypt would only come 
up to the knee of this mighty ikon. At Bamian there is 
another figure of Buddha, 120 feet high. These are erect 
standing figures; there is also a sitting figure about 30 feet 
high. There are the remains of two other figures, but they: 
are in a ruinous condition—one of them is estimated to hav 
been about 50 or 60 feet. "These statues were originally, we 
know, either gilt or covered with metal, The Chinese Pil- : 
grim, Hiouen Thsang, passed the spot in the first half of the 
seventh century, A.D., and from him we hav a description of 
the two largest figures as they existed at that date.—— London 
Daily News. 
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Mr. IngersolUs Lay Sermon. 

We hav the permission of Mr. Ingersoll to publish 
this sermon in pamphlet form for general circulation. 
For this purpose he has kindly revised it, and we 
shall offer it to the public just as he said it at first 
and indorsed it on second thought. 

The pamphlet will be twenty-four pages, large 
type, with cover. The price will be, single copies, 5 
cents; per dozen, 50 cents; twenty-five copies for 
$1. Special rates on larger orders. 

About a million copies of this little book ought to 
be circulated among the laborers and the clergy dur- 
ing the next month. 


Reduced in Price. 

We call especial attention to Miss Susan H. Wixon's 
“Story Hour” for children, the price of which has 
been reduced to one dollar. 

No better book for a present to the young folks 
has been printed. It is entertaining, instructiv, and 
free from superstition. Its hundred illustrations are 
alone worth more than a dollar. 

Those who hav not already done so should make 
their children a present of a copy. 


—— d a —————— 


A Misdirected but Useful Petition. 


It is very gratifying to the editor of Taz TzaurH 
Seeker to see the general public coming around to 
his view of the Anarchist cases in Chicago. The re- 
ligious press still clamors for blood, and a few of the 
monopolistic papers are yet rabid in expression. 
But the common-sense people, the workers and think- 
ers, are finding out that the trial of the condemned 
men was unfair; that the verdict was against the 
evidence; and that the execution of the accused 
would be unjust. The Central Labor Union of this 
city is the official representativ of some hundred 
thousand laborers, and the Union is vigorously push- 
ing a petition for a new trial for the eight prisoners. 
Not as Anarchists, or Communists, or Socialists do 
the hundred thousand ask this, but as American citi- 
zens, a8 patriots who do not want our flag disgraced, 
as individuals who believe in justice between man 
and man. And while a petition to a court is an un- 
usual proceeding, and cannot rightly affect the de- 
cision of the judges—which must be rendered upon 
the law and evidence—it still shows what public sen- 
timent is, and may affect the governor of Illinois in 
case the higher court refuses a new trial or affirms 
the verdict rendered by the court of trial. The pe- 
tition reads : 

. To the People of the United States : 

We, the members of the Central Labor Union of the city 
of New York, do hereby appeal in behalf of the eight men 
who are under sentence at Chicago, seven of whom are under 
sentence of death and one under sentence of fifteen years’ 
imprisonment, and the names of whom are as follows: A.R. 
Parsons, August Spies, Michael Schwab, Samuel Fielden, 
Louis Lingg, Frederick Engle, Adolph Fischer, and Oscar 
W. Neebe. 

Not as Anarchists or Socialists do we formulate this, our 
petition, but in the name of all honest men, in the name of 
every lover of justice, do we seek to erase from the face of 


history the blot which has been cast thereon by the convic- 
tion of these men for the public expression of their opinion 
and belief. We appeal to you because the circumstances of 
their conviction warrant the assertions following : 

1. That a fair and impartial trial was impossible under the 
circumstances: 

2. That at the trial of these men no evidence was produced 
to show that either of them was guilty of throwing a bomb, 
or that either of them was directly or indirectly connected 
with the throwing of a bomb. 

8. That the conviction of these men was not in accordance 
with a just and equitable administration of the law, but in 
accordance with the demands of an unreasoning and preju- 
diced popular sentiment created by the press. 

Therefore, we, the members of the Central Labor Union 
of the city of New York, do hereby appeal to every honest 
man, to every lover of justice, to affix his signature to this, 
our petition, that the eight unjustly convicted men herein- 
before mentioned be granted by the authorities a new, fair, 
and impartial trial. In support of the foregoing petition, 
we, the undersigned, hav affixed our signatures. 

That is the voice of the humanitarians of New 
York—for humanity finds its best and highest ex- 
pression .&mong.the workers—and the voice should 
be listened to by the authorities of Illinois. The 
country is one, and state lines are only convenient 
limits for ease of government. Everyone wants 
Illinois to be true to herself and to American princi- 
ples. The idea that lynch law—practical Anarchy— 
prevailed in Chicago at the time of this trial is spread- 
ing all over the country, and no one believes that 
now, when Chicago is sober, a jury would hang men 
on the knavish testimony of ex-convicts and blood- 
thirsty detectivs. 

Let the men hav a new and fair trial, and if found 
guilty of taking life or destroying property, let suita- 
ble punishment be given them. But do not, for the 
honor of the human race, in a land guaranteeing free 


speech, hang men for making a few observations. 
— oom 


Patent Medicin Religion. 


Some one has sent us a copy for October of a 
monthly publication called The Annals of our Lady 
of the Sacred Heart, being, it appears, the monthly 
bulletin of the archconfraternity of the same lady’s 
cardiac: region. The object of its publication seems 
to be to advertise the wares for sale at the apostolic 
school of St. Joseph, Watertown, N. Y.; and pur- 
chasers hav quite an extended choice of pious goods. 
The first article in the list is entirely spiritual. He 
who sends the insignificant sum of twenty-five cents 
shares in the benefit of fifty-two masses for himself 
and his deceased relativs or friends. Everyone who 
sends a dollar for the works of the missionaries of 
the Sacred Heart will share in the daily mass in per- 
petuity. Still more tangible goods which the pious 
obtain in exchange for cash are advertised in the 
following list. The goods, it will be noticed, are 
going dirt cheap: 

Silver medals of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, each.. $ .12 
Id Moo ——— 1.20 
The Little Crown of Our Lady.........................eseesl 15 
A Novena to Our Lady, with a Short Notice on the 

Archconfraternity of Our Lady, and other Prayers 

to Our Lady, one copy by mail..........................- 
Special rates on large quantities................. cerne 
The Litany of Our Lady, per dozen (cheaper by the 

hnnc M ——— seeus aeeoa sirs .25 
The Third Order of Our Lady... — . .10 

Besides this list of goda k to j bó sent ds mail, the 
missionaries of the Sacred Heart hav other novelties 
for the holidays. By a small cash advance, customers 
can hav for their benefit a lamp burning in Watertown 
filled with pure olive oil—no cottonseed imitation. 
The tariff for a lamp is: 


05 


T" ——————— $ 75 
For thirty days........... (€ 2.00 
For one year. ......... eee Desetvecessetesec ops qe ea ea uo 25.00 


Wax tapers and candles come cheaper—from ten 
to forty cents. It is a great scheme, this making the 
outsider pay for the lights for the institution! The 
lady of the holy organ has disposed of & great 


-| many of her favors, as is proved by the following 


accurately located testimonials to the virtue of the 
goods retailed. "The first is from Ontario: 
] *N——, ONT. 

** For some time I hav intended te beg you to hav thanks 
returned to Our Lady of the Sacred Heart for a request 
which I obtained through a novena you made to her for me. 
1 suppose it is not too late yet. N. B." 

A novena, by the above list, costs only five cents. 
Cheap enough surely, and “N. B." evidently thinks 
it as sure as it is cheap. And a novena is as good 
for dyspepsia as it is efficacious in inducing God to 
answer prayer: 

'* A——, N. Y. 
** Some time ago I happened to see-one of the Annals of 


‘of workers. 


Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, and at the time, which is only: 
a few weeks ago, I was quite ill; suffering from a most vio- 
lent pain in my side, and dyspepsia of ‘long standing. I 
made a novena to Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, and prom- 
ised, in case I would. get better, to subscribe to the Annals 
for a little community here. JI should add that I grew better ` 
almost immediately, and am at present feeling better than I - 
hav felt for some years. Sr. M. V." 

The above testimonial is right to the point, and 
should result in large sales of novenas for dyspepia— - 
directions for using with each bottle. The following, 
which we presume is from Chieago, has the merit of 
not pinning the writer down to inconvenient ac- 
curacy: ; : 
* Og ——-, Inr. 

** Thanks are returned for a përson who since being recom- 
mended goes to mass when she can. M. D." 

Going to mass when she can is probably as relig- 
ious as we can expect a Chicago woman to be But — 
if she takes a novena three times a day—well shaken 
—who knows what results may come? The next is 
still more general in statement: .' 

: “B. CL——, Ky. 

“I return thanks to Our Lady of the Sacred Heart for 
several favors received. S. A. B." 

In this one the burning lamp is alluded to in the 
usin: manner calculated to increase orders : 

8, H—-, N. Y. 

** Please burn a lamp in thanksgiving to Our Lady of the ` 
Sacred Heart and St. Joseph forfavors received. I promised 
it some time ago. 2 C. R." 

The last which we can quote is a glittering gener- ' 
ality for the promiscuous benefit of the association : 7 

3 [11 S—-, ALA. 

“ During the last year Our Lady of the. Sacred Heart did 
much for us. Gratitude obliges me to acknowledge it. My 
great confidence in the Blessed Virgin causes me to hav re- . 


course again to the prayers of the association. 
i "B, V. R. S5. €.” 

.The Association of Oar Lady With A Sacred 
Heart is a great institution. It givs us pleasure to 
make known the effectivness of her remedies, and we 
shall not send any bill to Watertown for this adver- 
tisment. If the missionaries feel like sending us a 
novena or two, or burning some sacred oil in our 
especial behalf, we will further publicly acknowledge 
all the good it does us. 

— er 
Incompetent Physicians. £ hat 

Not since they opposed the Abolitionists m 
quoted for the edification of the blacks, “ Cursed be 
Cain; a servant of servants let him be," hav the 
preachers taken so much interest in worldly affairs as ` 
since the workingmen began to combine.. But itisa ` 
poor preacher who cannot now in a sermon or two, 
or at most a series of four, settle all the economical 
troubles of the age. ‘The wisdom of the pulpit is 
phenomenal. With a Bible, a concordance, the 
works of Calvin, Wesley, Butler, and a few minor 
religious authorities, the social tangle straightens out 
before our religious teachers like a railroad track 
across the prairie. 

It is surprising, then, that nothing comes of this 
inspired enlightenment—that still the agitation goes 
on, just as though the church had not a remedy 
already mixed—that the discontented pursue their 
varied philosophies precisely as if they knew that: 
man must work out his own salvation, The indiffer- 
ence of the workers toward the sun must be dis- 
couraging to the clergy. 

But, when the reason is sought, the attitude of the 
workers is easily explained. Christianity is a religion 
of the cradle. More than that, like other religions, 
it is impracticable. It is not founded on the bed- 
rock principle’of human rights, but on the “ duties” 
man is supposed to owe to the ruler of another 
world. Christ's kingdom, he said, is not of this. 
world. The clergy, therefore, are necessarily 
hampered in their social theories. So long as they - 
measure their remedies by the standard of religion, 
so long will the remedies be ineffectiv. Other- 
worldliness willnot do for this world.. We are not 
in heaven at present, and the clergy should bear the 
fact in mind. The training of a theological seminary 
is not of the kind that fits a man for practical ques-. 
tions. The clergyman livs in an atmosphere different . 
from other people's. His daily conversation is all of . 
another world; the people he meets are mostly those 
who think more of their sectarianism than of the ills 
Afternoon calls upon the ladies, even- 
ings in prayer-meetings, a few hours in the study 
preparing other-world sermons from dusty books— 
these are the preparations the preacher brings to the 
consideration of the vital questions of the day. 


xs 


' and vice-presidentesses. 
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Small wonder is it that the real workers curl the lip | 


when reading “labor sermons.” 

The world will be helped when the clergy know 
that they do not know. Then they may go to the 
school of practical life, with man teachers. Just now 
folks are not thinking so much of going to heaven as 
they are of making their condition here a little more 
tolerable.. They are not traveling the church’s way, 
and the church must not only turn aside, but hurry 
considerably to catch up with the crowd. This it is 
that makes the labor sermons, now plentiful and long, 


so thoroughly ridiculous. 
. ———— — 1 9— — —— 


The American Secular Union. 

: The report of the treasurer of the American Secu- 
lar Union, printed elsewhere, is very discouraging 
and very encouraging. The first year's work of the 
Union seems to. hav cost an unreasonable amount 
more than it was worth, and to hav left the organiza- 
tion nearly a thousand dollars in debt. 

That was very discouraging. : 

Taking this year’s work by itself from the close of 
the Congress at Cleveland to the close of the Con- 
gress at New York, the Union work was not only ex- 
ceedingly valuable but was paid for in whole. Car- 
rying the arrears of 1885 to 1886, however, leaves the 
Union owing a balance of close upon $800, most of 
which is arrears upon the secretary's salary. ‘The 
unselfishness of Mr. Putnam in relinquishing his 
claim relieves the Union of a great burden. Very 
few workers in the cause of Liberalism, we think, 
possess enthusiasm and a sufficient spirit of self- 
sacrifice to yield so large a sum—which he could 
probably recover from the directors—and continue 
to work upon so uncertain a basis. : 

That Liberalism inspires such zealous sacrifice is 
very encouraging. 

There are very few men in this country big enough 
to undertake singlehanded the practical work de- 
manded of Liberalism. This work, we all know, is 
the enforcement of Liberalism’s demands. No one 
man could hav stirred New York as the American 
Secular Union stirred this metropolis last winter 
upon the question of opening the museums on Sun- 
day. No one man could hav forced New York's leg- 
islature to consider a bill for taxing churches. This 
is the proper-work for an organization, and only 
through organization can it be accomplished. And 
it was to do just this work that the American Secular 
Union was revived by the present administration. 
The first year the Union failed to accomplish much. 
The second year it accomplished a great deal. What 


: it will do the third year remains to be seen. 


There are some drawbacks, however, to organiza- 
tion Let us follow the example of Colonel Ingersoll 
when he delivered his “Lay Sermon,” and take a text. 
The following is from the Zronclad Age of Nov. 27, 
1886, J. R. Monroe, M.D., editor: 

** The American Secular Union elected Courtlandt Palmer 
president, and the usual string of ornamental vice-presidents 
The old officials were generally re- 
tained. The purse and the executiv control are still in the 
hands of the Truth Seeker Cogapany, and the whole matter 
is narrowed to a business enterprise. This is well, seeing 
thàt the gréat body of Liberals in this country cannot be 
organized for.the general and unselfish advancement of the 
cause. It is but right for the few who are willing to keep up 
the.semblance of organization, while promoting the general 
cause according to the best inspiration they hav, to wield it 
to their own pecuniary advantage. The laborer is worthy of 
his hire, and we can't expect the few in the van to be un- 
selfish whilst the great army in the rear is indifferent. They 


. who are poking up the chunks ought not to be envied their. 


seats nearest the fire. And. besides, extrordinary means are 
necessary to. keep a great Liberal journal alive. 

** Subsidy, merit, martyrdom, honest earnings, the gener- 
ous efforts and contributions of zealous friends, and the pri- 
vate field work done at the public expense, in their combined 
results are inadequate to make a large Liberal journal & 
profitable investment. Without the Infidel journals there is 
an end to the propagation of Liberal views. No cause in 
our day. can make head without the advocacy of the 
press. Lectures do something, but they are expensiv, and 
confined to narrow limits. In fact, but for the Liberal press, 
that multiplies most of them a hundredfold, the very best 
would die in the few. ears they first enter. 

“Jt is hence of the first importance that the Liberal 
papers of ability and capacity be sustained, whatever else 
fails: If organization can effect only this in the case of a 
single journal, it is not in vain; whilst the rest of us skir- 
mishing around on the outskirts of the organized endeavor 
willpick up what crumbs we can, and support ourselvs as 


. best we may, envying none, and wishing well to all.” 


If this outbreak were the first or only thing of the 
kind, we should pay no attention to it. But editors of 
other Freethought papers hav entertained ideas similar 
to those expressed by Dr. Monroe, and lecturers hav 


privately rehearsed the same misinformation We 
will not repeat the names; Dr. Monroe may stand for 
the lot. The Truth Seeker Company is accused of 
supporting the American Secular Union for the 
money there is in, it. The treasurers statement 
shows the falsity of this accusation. Lecturers who 
hav themselvs been generously helped by the Liberal 
public and Taz Trurs Szexzr go about the country 
privately telling those for whom they lecture that all 
the donations to the Union go to S. P. Putnam. 
The fact that the Union owes its secretary over one- 
third of his guaranteed salary is hardly reconcilable 
with these statements. 'The purse was never con- 
troled by anyone but the directors—certainly not by 
those suspected by Dr. Monroe. At the solicitation 
of the old officers one member of the Truth Seeker 
Company accepted an office in the Union. That 
officer had no more to do with the funds than has the 
editor of the Zronclad A ge. His functions were limited 
to raising money, not expending it. That officer was 
reélected by the recent Congress, but at the first 
meeting of the directors he notified the board that 
his resignation was in their hands, to take effect so 
soon 28 his successor could be chosen. This resigna- 
tion was offered because of these floating insinuations, 
until now only privately made, but known, neverthe- 
less, to the individual concerned. 

Some people can never credit that others act upon 
disinterested motivs. They know that they never do, 
and imagin that everyone is like themselvs. And if 
this spirit must prevail, all those connected with Tux 
Trura Srexer will decline to hav anything more to 
do with any organization whatever. It is not a 
pleasant thing to help build up a society for the sake 
of seeing sométhing accomplished, and then be told 
that all our efforts were made for pay—especially 
when the paying part is all the other way. 

The ill-concealed slurs upon Tur Trurs Szzxzr, the 
penning of which undoubtedly gave Dr. Monroe great 
pleasure, are not of sufficient importance to notice. 
In his “ Lay Sermon,” Colonel Ingersoll said that men 
are as they must be—no more responsible for their 
dispositions than for their hight; not responsible for 
their acts any more than for their dreams. So we 
believe, and, believing, hav great charity for all. 
This is not the first case of mental irresponsibility 
that has afflicted our esteemed contemporary. When 
Mr. Bennett was persecuted a few years ago, Dr. Mon- 
roe bravely asserted that the persecution was a gross 
violation of Mr. Bennett’s liberties ; afterward he inti- 
mated that the’ persecution served the New York 
editor about: right." ‘When asked the reason for his 
changed view, he explained it by saying that when 
he so intimated he was suffering from an unusually 
severe attack of dyspepsia. The ingications now are 
that the good doctor has sustained a relapse. 

Organization is probably the only way by which 
Freethinkers can protect themselvs and obtain their 
rights. Without help from others, Mr. Reynolds 
would now be in prison. Organization should be 
extended, and used for all honorable purposes which 
individuals cannot achieve. But we frankly avow 
our belief that until quite a number of Freethinkers 
lose considerable envy and jealousy, the less we hav 
of organization the better. When the church shuts 
a few heretics up for blasphemy, saddles the nation 
With debts, and puts God in the Constitution, then, 
perliaps, the organization that resists the tyranny 
will be allowed to go on its way without quite so 
much fault-finding from those who profit by the work 
it does, but who never pay a cent to support it. 

—— — iD 


An Open Letter to Dr. Talmage. 


Most Reverenp Docror: As the gullible gudgeons 
of the orthodox variety hav swallowed the red-hot 
petrified man of Lima, O., and left not even so much 
as a little toe for your reverence to feast your holy 
eyes on, I write this to inform you of another won- 
der which can be found in that locality. About nine 
or ten miles southeast of Lima, on the Bellefontaine 
road, may be seen what is said to be the devil’s back- 
bone, as thousands of the citizens of Lima and Allen 
county can testify. A large part of this backbone 
remains even unto this day, and a good portion of it 
has turned to stone, and the ungodly churchmen 
round about hav grown so familiar with this satanic 
vertebree that they hav used a good portion of it to 
decorate their god-houses. Whether this said back- 
bone is the actual vertebral column of the only 
genuin and original devil, who is a co-partner with 
Jehovah in the soul-saving business, we know not—it 


may be one of his boys, or a distant member of that 
ancient and numerous family. I ‘hav often seen this 
wonder, and can vouch for the truth of it. It is per- 
fectly cool, and without the least odor of brimstone 
or other characteristic perfumes from sheol. I would 
advise you to go and see it, doctor, and carry away 
a fragment in your pocket, as a tangible proof of de- 
funct devils and the doctrins of the church militant. 
That country is rich in petrifactions, inasmuch as 
it is quite common to see petrifactions in the pulpit 
preaching petrified doctrins to congregations with 
petrified brains. I hav no doubt but there are whole 
graveyards of petrified corpses, with ghosts done in 
stone. It worries me to think about what trouble: 
this may cause on the morning of. the resurrection. 
The Lord will be obliged to turn those stone bodies 
into flesh and blood and bones again, for it will be a 
novel sight, and decidedly inconvenient, to hav a lot of 
petrified angels incumbering the streets and back alleys 
of the New Jerusalem, and, as their souls will hav to 
be born again, there may be trouble on account of 
misfits. í 

I am sorry, doctor, that you are so much given to 
abusing Infidels. Don’t, my dear doctor, don't do ` 
so any more, for you are only worrying yourself, and 
not hurting us in the least. You should bear in 
mind that, according to your doctrin of predestina. 
tion, we are ordained to be damned, and such being 
the case, we are necessary and integral parts in the 
great scheme of salvation by which the elect are en- 
abled to prance around among the angels. : Whither 
we go thou shalt not come—they would not hav 
you—but you will go to the other place, and rest. in 
Abraham's bosom, and eternally play your heavenly 
jewsharp along with Charles J. Guiteau and numer- 
ous other assassins who hav been “ jerked to Jesus.” 

Brother Talmage—excuse me for the implied rela- 
tionship ; it was a slip of the pen, and I am just as 
much ashamed of it as you are; please don’t men- 
tion it, for my family are quite as sensitiv as the liv- l 
ing relativs of the petrified man—Adieu. 

Warson Heston. 

Junar Scorr, of Illinois, has decided that there is evidence 
that the Chicago Anarchists were unfairly tried, sufficient to 
justify a stay of proceedings. Those who hav hitherto 
amused themselvs by excoriating the editor of Taz TRUTH 


SEEKER for holding substantially the same view, can now: 
transfer their attention to the above eminent jurist. 


Reporrixe the Thanksgiving services at 'Talmage's church, 
the Herald man said: ‘‘It would hav been difficult for the 
most confirmed skeptic if he had been present in the Brook. 
lyn Tabernacle to refuse belief in the still living power of 
Christianity." The reporter should bear in mind that the 
people visit the Brooklyn Tabernacle not because they love 
Christianity, but to be amused by the antics of the preacher. 
He might as well talk about the living power of the circus 
because the people crowd to see it. 


INNUMERABLE journals are copying Mr. Ingersoll's ‘‘ Lay 
Sermon” from the columns of Tse Trurs SEEKER. This is 
well and good, and speaks highly for the editors’ judgment. 
The sermon ought to be read by everybody. But we notice 
that many of the papers—among them the Jronciad Age—say 
not a word as to the source which enables them to supply 
their readers with such good matter. 'This grieves us. We 
hav no objection to our contemporaries reaping the benefits 
of our enterprise, but we do think they ought to casually 
mention that Tug Trurn SEEKER made it possible for them 
to break the eighth commandment. f 


Ir is difficult to say which excites the most comment, the 
enormous amount of work performed year after year by J. 
E. Remsburg, or his promptness and reliability in meeting 
his engagements. His appointments are often many hun- 
dred miles apart, and yet he lectures every night. He has 
studied the railroad geography of this country, knows every 
road and train, and never hesitates to go a hundred miles 
out of his way to avoid delays and gain time. One of his 
flying trips was made on Monday, November 22d. He was 
billed for Florence, Mass., Sunday night, and Pottsville, Pa., ` 
Monday night. As there are no trains from Florence Sun- 
day night it was necessary for him to remain there eight 
hours longer than he need to hav done on any other day of 
the week. He left Florence at 7 a.u., Monday. Instead of 
waiting for the Springfield train at Northampton, he took the 
New Haven and Northampton road, getting into New Haven 
ahead of the fast train for New York. Taking this train he 
reached the Grand Central depot a little after eleven, having 
left a hundred and sixty mile-posts between him and Flor. 
ence. Taking a Fourth avenue car at Forty-second street, 
he came down to Eighth street, made a visit to Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER office, and then, taking a Broadway car, proceeded 
down town to Liberty street, crossed the ferry, and, at Jersey 
City, took a train for Philadelphia. The train was due in 
Philadelphia at 3:58 r.m. The Reading train left two minutes 
later. On nearing Philadelphia he found that his train would 
arrive five minutes late and miss connection. So. instead of 
running into the city, he dropped off at Wayne Junction, a 
few miles out, and taking a ‘dummy " train, crossed over to 
the main line of the Reading in time to catch the Pottsville 
train. At 7 p.m. he arrived in Pottsville, making a journey 
of nearly four hundred miles, including seven changes and a 


two hours’ stop in New York, in twelve hours.. 
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Sellers from. dfriends. 


- ConTLAND, O., Nov. 14, 1886. 
Mr: Epnrrog: Your grand and noble paper has crossed my 
threshhold once again, and I will say that friend Spellman 
has done well, and is willing to do more. AHN we want now 
is to organize. There are more Freethinkers about me than 
` I ever dreamed of, for all that they are grinding the Bible in 
the schools. Ithink it only a matter of time when our pres- 
ence will be felt as well as.heard. J. D. WHEELER. 


New CAMBRIA, Kan., Nov. 19, 286. 
Mr. Eprron: Please find $7.50 inclosed for pamphlets. I 
see that numerous local papers throughout the country hav 
given notice of C. B. Reynolds’s arrest for blasphemy. This 
will answer as a very good and cheap advertisment of the 
pamphlet upon which he was arrested, and no doubt the 
same papers will giv notice of how the trial will terminate in 
January. I suggest, brother and sister Liberals, that you 
procure a goodly number of the phamphlets and hav them 
ready for sale by the time the papers giv it a second notice. 
The enemy has made an assault, and, in the language of 
ex-President Jackson, steady, Liberals, * and see that every 

shot counts." Joms W. ABBOTT. 


TRENTON, Tex., Nov. 14, 1886. 

Mz. Eprron: The members of the Trenton Secular Union, 
through Taz TRUTH SEEKER, wish to express their delight. 
We listened to W. S. Bell’s great assault against the bul- 
warks of superstition on November 11th and 12th, at the 
Bailey and Trenton Hall, when tolerably good audiences 
learned their A B C's in the school of Freethought. 

* Prayer is immoral.” How shockingly true! It asks 
the creator to acknowledge his own mistake and suspend the 
law. If I burn my hand it is right to suffer, and wrong to 
ask that the law may be annulled; it is my best friend, and 
brought me into existence. ' The same reasoning is forever 


good. 
All Texas friends will do well to hear what this Bell has 
tolled us. J. W. BELL. 


ASHKUM, ILL., Nov. 15, 286. 
Mr. Eprror: I receive your paper regularly, and think I 
never read a better paper for truth and' justice. I hav 
watched with much interest the disputes between ourfellow- 
Liberals, and &m pleased with the stand you hav taken con- 
cerning the Chicago Anarchists. There are a few outspoken 
. Liberals here, but they don't read any Libéral paper, and 
say they don’t feel able to subscribe just now. Ashkum 
people are nearly all Catholics, and it is a hard matter to get 
them to read Liberal journals. One fellow here said that he 
was once a Freethinker, but a preacher beat him so bad in 
an argument that he dropped his Infidel tools, and hasn't 
had any use forthem since. Itold him I didn't think he 
was ever a Liberal. 
Inclosed find $1, to be used as directed. Mar WHALEN. 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa., Nov. 23, 1886. 

Mz. Enrror: Archbishop Corrigan, in his reply to Mr. 
George, tells us that God did not curse air and light, but did 
curse the earth. Can any intelligent man of: the nineteenth 
century actually believe that an omniscient and omnipotent 
God ever cursed any of his own productions? The idea, to 
my mind, is not only silly, but actually impious and even 
blasphemous. 

Do not all men with ordinary jntelligence perceive that 
the fact that men hav to work and cannot liv in idleness is 
not an evil, but a blessing? It is obviously the source of all 
progress and civilization. If the earth produced her fruits 
spontaneously, without any thought or exertion on the part 
of men, we would all be mere animals. In Africa and 
Central America, and on some islands, are men who can and 
do liv with very little labor. What kind of men are they? 
Are they statesmen, philosophers, historians, orators, poets, 
actors, painters, or ministers of the almighty ? 

W. H. Benson. 


h 


Barre, Mass., Nov. 22, 286. 

Mr. Eprror: Permit me to “ return thanks " to Mr. George 
Wilson [see TRUTH SEEKER, Nov. 20] and others who wrote 
me ** private letters of thanks " for my article that you pub- 
lished October 16th. You see, there are two sides to this 
question as there are to all others, and itis very commendatory 
in you, and gratifying to us, that yuu are disposed to publish 
all sides. Many thanks to you; long may Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER (and truth getter) wave. 

We hav had*a hot political contest in the Bay state this 
fall, and some of the winnings gratify me exceedingly. The 
Hub, too, is all in commotion. A hot or cold wave has 
come over it—and you tell which !—in the Shape of Mrs. Van 
Cott and the ** boy preacher Harrison," who is now holding 
forth in Lynn at the modest price of $100 per week. And 
in January the good Lord is going to send us Sam Jones and 
Sam Small. What has old Boston done that it needs such 
disciplin from the hand of the Lord? Conversions are num- 
erous, and honesty scarce! 

. The Prohibitionists of Maryland hav had a lively row. The 
first Sunday after their nominations were made for Congress, 
a meeting was held at which Colonel Odom made a speech 
in which he eulogized the men named for Congress, and 
. urged Prohibitionists to fight whisky with the ballot; where- 

upon the Methodist preachers held: a meeting denouncing 

Colonel Odom, and ‘‘adopted resolutions declaring that 
."while the Methodist preachers of Baltimore desired to be the 

friends of temperance, they opposed making use of the 

Lord's day for the doing of partisan work, and protested 

against its being converted into a time for political harangs." 

Thir action stirred the whole Prohibition party in Maryland, 

and the state executiv committee straightway held a meeting 


and denied that the committee authorized the holding of 


party meetings on thé Sabbath. Colonel Odom was much. 


enraged and said: ‘‘Some Methodist preachers are so party 
bound [he should hav said creed bound] that they've got to 
be converted over again. Malice is the secret of their action. 
Some Methodist preachers are right and a good many are 
wrong. ‘One of these preachers says ‘the old party will put 
down liquor selling.’ Now, did you ever hear such infernal 
nonsense? The Methodist preachers on the outside will 
preach and sing, and on the inside vote for the old political 
parties, but mostly for the Republican party. They stand by 
that party all the time. That’s the reason they don’t like the 
third party.” i 

Now, brothers and sisters, was not Colonel Odom pretty 
nearly right? ** Where rogues fall out honest people get their 
dues,” is an old saying, but is it not a true one? . 

But my letter is getting too long for any use, I fear, but 
the waste basket; so I will close, wishing you a rich, an 
abundant thanksgiving in the year of our Lord, Nov. 25, 1886. 

Erra E. Gresox. 


Baxer Crry, Or., Nov. 9, 286. . 

Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $3.50—$2 for the aid of 
C. B. Reynolds ($1 from myself, the other from George L. 
Hoys, a renowned old Infidel). The balance is for books 
you will find named on inclosed slip. I am only ahard-fisted 
son of toil. I think the work of organization and reform 
should commence on the Pacific coast. ‘The people are more 
liberal in their opinions here than in any other part within 
the broad confines of our Republic. All we need is a good 
Liberallecturer. "We can organize an auxiliary League here 
with a hundred charter members. This is a great country, 
and is bound to become one of the richest mining sections of 
the United States. 

Wishing you a long life of usefulness and: prosperity, 

Yours for liberty, WxsrEy T. MILLER. 


San JosE, Car., Nov. 12, 1886. 

Mr. Eniror: Find inclosed $5, which apply as follows: 
$3 to renew my subscription to the grand old TRUTH SEEKER, 
hümanity's friend; $1 to assist the Congress of the Secular 
Union (sorry I can’t make it $100); also $1 to aid Brother 
Reynolds in carrying on the work of destroying superstition 
and error. I felt very indignant at the ill-treatment he re- 
ceived from those fanatical orthodox mud-slingers. Iam in 
sympathy with the outraged and oppressed of every race and 
clime. I, therefore, feel it my duty to assist our brave 
leaders. I hope for the time when the word liberty will be a 
reality in this boasted lanü of freedom. Well may Ameri- 
cans blush and hide their heads in shame when called to face 
the outrages and calumnies visited upon many of our great- 
est minds—leaders and reformers who hav labored inces- 
santly for the advancement of the human race and the liber- 
ties we now enjoy. The great battle against sectarian craft 
and political intrigue must yet be fought, and the only 
weapon to conquer these monsters is knowledge. All good 
and brave men will scorn cowardly fraud and dastardly con- 
duct, be it sectarian, political, or social.. Men of true mettle 
will stand firm, and continue to be the standard-bearers of 
liberty, justice, and humanity. - R. H. Sonwarrz. 


SinveR Crry, Ia., Nov. 17, 1886. 

Mr. Enrror: I like THE Trura SEEKER just as well as 
ever, even if you hav got too much mixed up with the 
Anarchists, Dynamiters, and bomb-throwers. I can stand al] 
the pictures, all yoy Spiritualism, and all your Freethought. 
I like the Investigator, too. I believe that the noble cause of 
Freethought has been helped much by such brave defenders 
of liberty and equal rights as our noble founder of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER and his worthy successors. If we are bespattered, 
the mudscraping will not prevent us from seeking truth or 
defending liberty, free speech, and equal rights, nor from 
sympathizing with the oppressed or the oppressor, as the 
case may be. I believe that a good many so-called Liberals 
are generally found, on the side of the oppressor, and are 
always ready to point out the line they hav drawn between 
themselvs and others, and would hav everybody else to take 
their advice and kind fault-finding in good humor. 

I am taking Tne TRUTH SEEKER, not to help you along, 
but to-help myself along, and I think every copy is worth 
the price tenfold. I intend to stay with you until all the 


Freethinkers, Socialists, Anarchiste, Atheists, Spiritualists, ` 


and bomb-throwers are thrown ina pile together ard sen- 
tenced to reading your paper for life. _ There is no occasion 


to ride all hobbies. . ; 
; J. QG. Kuan. 


i Roanoke, VA., Nov. 14, 1886. 
Me. Eprror: As Mr. Talmage's story about the man Red- 
yan, of Lima, Ohio, being struck down by Almighty God for 


blasphemy has turned out to be à myth, I will enlighten the 


readers of your paper on another one of his subiects, men- 
tioned at the same time, viz.: one Dr. Kyle, of Sullivan Co., 
N. Y. Iwas born and raised in that county, and lived there 
at the time mentioned. I knew Dr. Kyle, and remember the 
circumstance. In 1859 or '60, diphtheria broke out in a malig- 
nant form all over the county. Some lost all of their chil- 
dren, and many grown people in sight of my father's place 
died. One Philip F. Fulton lost seven out of his family. It 
was no unusual sight to see two buried from one home at one 
time. Dr. Kyle was a Thompsonian, and, like all the rest that 
had not had a trial, claimed he could cure the disease; but as 
he was not called, he said, it was reported, that if it got into 
his family he would soon kick it out. Like many others, his 
family of children were nearly all, if not all, taken with the 


dreaded scourge and died. It baffled the skill of the best- 


read physicians for over & year. The disease finally became 
milder, or else the docters got to understanding it, as it was 
never so fatal after that fall. I think it was said at a Free 
Methodist revival that Dr. Kyle defied the Almighty by say- 


ing he would kick the diphtheria out of his house, and God 
had visited his wrath upon him by taking away his children ; 
but of the numerous others that suffered as bad nothing of 


the kind was ever said. No one but some religious lunatics ' 


supposed it was any visitation of God. It was noticed that 
those that lived along water courses suffered the most. 
Yours for truth, E. STODDARD. 


St. Joszra, Mo., Nov. 19, 1886. 
Mr. EDITOR : That fossil; the Herald and Presbyter, of Cin- 
cinnati, this fall contained a brief article advising its ortho- 
dox patrons to “ giv skeptics a wide berth.” Better follow 
that advice, all who aré afraid to know the truth. How much 


] better is it to only ‘‘indulge a hope” of being one of the 


elect, of being saved by grace asa “‘ brand from the burning,” 


knowing according to scripture. that a majority of your own . 


species will be less fortunate, even if your hope should be 
realized of being saved, than to feel that the only informa- 
tion on that subject comes through an old book; which you 
know is a fraud from beginning to end? Infidels certainly 
hav as well grounded a hope as hav Christians, whose only 
faith is based on untruthful history, fraudulent misrepresen- 
tations, and cheeky. predicticn. I was brought up in the 
very hotbed of orthodox religion, and I want no more of it. 
I could, when a child, readily understand why that poor man 
was doomed to sit forever in the moon, face downward, for 
picking up chips on Sunday to Kindle a fire. I was taught 
when smitten on one cheek to turn t'other for similar treat- 
ment. Learned early to pray for and expect divine help in 
everything, as 


* The birds without barn or sióreliouse- are fed, 
From them let us learn to trust for our bread. 
His saints, what is fitting, will ne'er be denied, 
So long as ’tis written, the Lord will provide.” 
I was long in getting rid of the old delusion, and came out 
of the fracas somewhat the worse. It is hard to part with a 


faith almost bred in the bone, and harder when there were so: 


many of the associations of childhood linked with it. But 
reason and an honest desire to know the truth hav conquered, 
and I hav attained to that happy condition in which I can 
say I hav only the natural animal dread of death, but really 
no fear, and average a happier life than when professing 
faith in Christianity. I know also I am as good a man as 
then. St. Joseph, where I reside, may be said to be a strong- 
hold of Christianity, in all of its gradations and degradations, 
at least on the surface. Roman Catholic bigotry, avarice, 
and superstition here run rampant. J see, daily, gangs of 
priests and brothers leading ünsuspecting boys from their 
schcols to the cathedral and confessional. The priests look, 
oh! so meek, so lamb.like, in their black Father Hubbards. 
Also “ sisters,” with their white, angel-winged hoods flap- 
ping in the breeze, looking, oh! so innocent, as they walk 
along at the head of processions of deluded girls from school 
to confessional and mass. 

The Catholics ‘here, as elsewhere, own the finest building 
sites in the city, and grounds in extent far-beyond their ne- 
cessities, fabulously valuable. These are virtually owned by 
the priests and brothers whose livings they afford. To the 
already large and fine buildings they are constantly making 
costly additions, to aid which they solicit and receive much 
assistance from Protestants. As all their colleges contain a 
chapel, of course they will not be taxed. These Catholics 
are just alike the world over, united, of course, because they 
draw inspiration from the same infallible fountain-head, that 
old “man of sin," the pope. 
only just as they are taught by the priest. They pray for, 
and look forward to, the time when the lion and lamb can 
lie down together, of course, fully believing the Catholic 
lion will be on the outside. One thing is singular but sig- 
nificant, one no longer hears the Protestant churches railing 
out against the Roman Catholic as a few years ago—but 
little opposition to its aggressivness. Hav they already be- 
gun to anticipate a union of all Christians? No doubt, al- 
ready many of them are ready to acknowledge that the pope 
is a, jolly ‘good fellow after all. Well, itis with all of them a 
clear admission of weakness, and their only ultimate hope of 
breasting the storm of reason and reform, which Infidelity 
has aroused, and which, like a great ground swell, threatens 
to upheave all ancient superstitions, and bring about the 
universal brotherhood of man. Their motto is, ‘‘ Of two 
evils (union or Infidelity), choose the least—union.” It 
looks so. 

* An old lady, mother of a prominent miuister in this city, 
remarked on seeing a Protestant lady taking her children to 
the cathedral (their father, deceased, was a Unitarian): 
** Well, I would sooner see them. made Catholics than Uni- 
tarians. They (the Catholics) take Christ." Great God! (if 
there is a personal God), how long will we hav to bear with 
this hydra-headed monster? When will Americans wake up 
to the wily movements of Catholics, who yet hope not only 
to overthrow free schools, büt: to rule the country ? 

'** FAITHLESS.” 


Sours OrsEx10, Nov. 19, 286. 
Mr. Eprror: I beg the privilege of saying a few words to 
you and the general public through the columns of your 

paper. I want to throw my influeuce, little as it may be, in 
favor of justice toward those condemned so-called Anarch- 
ists of Chicago: Since the evidence upon which they were 
convicted, and now lie in their cells awaiting execution, is 
‘wholly circumstantial, and of the very lamest kind, and de- 
nied as they were the benefit which.the law -declares all 
criminals are at all times entitled to, viz., that of a doubt, it 
is more and more apparent to every justice-loving man and 
woman that their trial was, like D. M. Bennett’s, a mere 
farce, and their conviction and sentence entirely premeditated. 
Ts it still possible that afterall the costly, inhuman, and mor- 
tifying experiences that we,.as citizens of a. so-called free 
republic, hav had in the past, and so lately ag that of the 
murder E though it were) of John Bron, the hang- 


They will.concede nothing, ' 


ing of witches on Boston Common, 
. M. Bennett, Abner Kneeland, and other grand reformers, 
I repeat, is. it still possible for the free-minded American 
citizens, both men and women, to be awed into silence, while 
revenge, backed up by money and pious zeal, can, by the 
voice of one judge, hurl into “everlasting life” and re- 
doubled power seven more victims of religious monopoly 
and hate? - Is it still possible for this oft-repeated farce and 
worse than mockery, ‘‘trial by jury,” to be again repeated in 
the very midst of our boasted civilization, and men, who 
evidently hav been guilty of no crime, unless it be that of 
having been born, like Charles Mackay, one hundred years 
too soon, pleading for their lives like Socrates, Bruno, and 
‘scores of others, while we, the people, eat, drink, and are 
merry? Iam notan Anarchist, but that.is not the question. 
I am not a Socialist, but that is of no consequence in this 
case. "These seven or eight men with brains and souls had a 
right, according to the Constitution of these free states, to 
propagate their peculiar ideas. And how absurd to suppose 
that men of their purpose and intellect would fire & bomb 
into the midst of a gathering of their own friends, endanger- 
ing not only their own lives but those upon whom they re- 
lied to help advance their cause. Who is to atone for the 
loss to the wives and children of these men, for the lives that 
are dearer to them, perhaps, than their own? Who can esti- 
mate the hourly agony of those men and their families? 

It may be asked of me, What can be done about it? I 
propose for Tue Trura SgEKER to send out petitions to all 
of its subscribers, and let the friends of justice add their 
names to the list who are willing to beg fora new trial for 

_ these men, or, if that be denied, beg for a commutation of 
their sentence. Iam very hard pressed far money, as a stroke 


of lightning took me out of $500 last July, but I will giv $1. 


to help start this thing and pay toward the petition, and 1 
will circulate one if I can get it. Who will be the next? 
Come, friends, remember this is not your life nor mine, but 
those who are just as dear as ours. We must act quickly or 
it will be too late, and then we can do as we did in the case 
of John Brown, sing, ‘‘ Glory hallelujah,” over a lost cause 
the rest of our lives. i Mary Prox. 


Br. CarHEnINES, ONT., Nov. 18, 1886. 

Mr. EprroR: I see in Taz Trura SEEKER of November 
6th that Mr. Thoma: Burk, of Salesville, M. T., wants his 
statement whether wheat will pass to chess explained. He 
says that some years ago there was winter wheat on his 
ranch, and after it had jointed cattle grazed it; but some 
stools were left untouched, others were entirely eaten off, 
while others were partly eaten. Those untouched, he says, 
grew up wheat; those eaten off started again from the stool 
and came up chess, and those half-eaten came partly wheat 
and partly chess. Now, there is not a particle of proof in 
Mr. T. Burk’s statement that that wheat did pass to chess; 
and it is evident those plants that had been eaten off and 
came up chess were not wheat but chess plants, and of 
course would grow chess again. - , 

Again, he says those half-eaten came partly wheat and 
partly chess. This I do not dispute, but when he says from 
the same stool, he certainly makes a random assertion, for I 
am positiv that he nor any other man ever saw wheat and 
chess that grew from the same root; and if he had taken the 
roots of those wheat and chess plants out of the ground and 
examined them, he would hav seen that that wheat and chess 
did not grow from the same root. ` 

It is possible for wheat and chess to grow so near each 
other as apparently to hav but one root, like Mr. Burk's, and 
that, no doubt, has deceived him and many others. 

I infer from Mr. Burk's statement that he, as well as many 
others, believes that if wheat is cropped, broken down, 
choked, frozen, stunted, or in any other way injured during 
its growth, it will then turn to chess. But of this I hav had 
so much proof to the contrary that I am positiv no such 
change has ever taken place. Some years ago we had a 
frost here the Gth and 10th of June that killed all-the wheat 
heads that were out of their sheaths, but it grew up again 
from the root, and, behold, it was wheat again, but it did 
not ripen. Now, this wheat must hav suffered badly, being 
twice frozen, yet it did not turn its second crop to chess, nor 

- the wheat heads that were then yet sheathed. 

Now, all those who believe that wheat will turn to chess 
should, before making any more random assertions, prove it. 
Try it, farmers; expose ground in a pot to an intense heat 
(for chess seeds are very tenacious of life), and after it is 
cold, sow wheat in it. Then, during its growth, do your 
best to make it yield chess; and I am positiv the first trial 
will convince you that wheat cannot be forced to yield any 
other grain but wheat. `A. Moor. 


SorpiERS' Home, Wis., Nov. 20, a.s. 286. 

Mr. Eprron: The pictures are the glory of our noble old 
Truru BEkEKER. Like a flash they impress upon the mind 
truths never to be forgotten. I only wish it were possible to 

' afford more space in order that Heston might send a shot 
now and then in the ranks of 2 certain class of Spiritualists; 
it might keep them somewhat closer to reason and common 
sense. I saw not long since ina Spiritual paper how the 
noble red man was seen (clairvoyantly, of course) sitting 

. wonderfully contented, with dog and gun, right in the midst 
of his happy hunting-grounds. 
phers that ever lived! protect us from our friends the Spir- 
itualists! What in sheol did he want with his dog there, 
and much less his gun, when he couldn't kill even the vilest 
thing that ever crawled? | - 

Mr. Editor, I scarcely know how to express my thanks to 
you for continuing my paper so long without payment; but 
keep sending it if you possibly can, and Dexter J. Smith's 
too. Dl vouch for both, and I assure you he and I will find 

a way to mix» it.- Coazress s00a meis, aad I hav grea 


O shades of all the philoso- | 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, DECEMBER 4. 18806. _ 
the imprisonment of D. | hopes for the passage of the Mexican pension bill ; it will set 


me al] afloat. 
I inclose you something that looks more like poetry than it 
reads: i 
" THERE I8 NO DEATH.” 
An Indian left this world of strife. 
Of course he did not die— 
He simply passed to spirit life, 
Upward toward the sky. 


He livs in that bright summer-land 
With his faithful dog and gun, 

Yet with the happy hunting band 
He sees but sorry fun. 


The game when shot, it never dies— 
Alas! it cannot die ! - : 
For * there's no death.” ‘O Lord !” he cries, 
And heaves a famished sigh. 
He sits him down with hunger pressed, 
And wild in grim despair. 
He must eat something Joon, he guessed, 
Or get some other where. 


* At last,” quoth he, “I’ve found a way, 
A plan that needs must thrive; 
TU trap this deathless-gifted prey, 
And eat it up alive." - 
NzrsoN Hon. 


Murray, Ioano, Nov. 11, 1886. 

Mr. EprroR: As you hav not heard from me for a long time, 
Ithought I would write a few lines to let you know that I 
:am not dead yet, and that I keep the banner of Freethought 
afloat. I find a great many Liberals here, but they are un- 
settled, and it would be almost impossible to form a Liberal 
society at present. I think by next summer it could be ac- 
complished, with the aid of a good speaker to giv us two or 
three lectures. I was in hopes that our worthy secretary 
would go further West from Utah. and-come back by the 
North Pacific Railway, and stop off at Spokane Falls and 
come through this way, but he went south of us. This is 
going to be one of the richest mining camps in America in a 
few ycars, and will be a fine field for a Liberal lecturer if he 
gets ahead of the priests, though the priests hav been here 
already. Iam one of the school trustees here, and I hav de- 
nied them the use of our schoolhouse to do their false teach- 
ing in. I expect to get a row on my hands, but, as I am 
right, I am going to fight them. ý 

I hope the Union will keep Mr. Putnam in the field, as he 
is doing a good work. I hope also that Mr. Reynolds will 
paint New Jersey red. If I had fifty of our mountain 
miners there we could wipe out the whole town, and that is 
what they ought to get. Iam fifty-five years old, but not too 
old to shoulder a gun against that kind of cattle. 

Keep up the pictures; they talk louder than words. I 
think I can get you more subscribers before spring. I will 
do all I can for the good old TRUTH SEEKER. A. Ervin. . 


Irwin, Ia., Nov. 20, 1886." 

Mr. Epiror: With regard to E. C. Walker’s so-called 
autonomistic marriage, I think it is ‘‘a great deal of cry and 
very little wool," as the negro said while stealing a pig tha! 
he had thought to be a lamb. If he succeeds on his final 
plea it settles the question beyond all controversy that he is 
legally married with all the rights and liabilities that belong 
in Jaw to husband and wife. He pleads simply that the law 
marries them (the common law, or leges now scripta) in spite 
of all their protestations and agreements to the contrary, it 
they agree to liv together. So that, according to his own 
pleading, the only thing in issue is the necessity of getting a 
license. and this license, in this view of the case, is more 
properly named, ** Marriage registration," and in dollars and 
cents, I believe, it amounts in Kausas to just $2. Yes, that 
is about the size of it! A two-dollar martyr! Bully for 
autongmy! Hurrah for Anarchy! 

Those Chicago fellows and Herr Most are just pigmies now 
compared with this Kansas giant. Theoretically E. C. Walker 
is radically right; practically he is opposed to his own the. 
ory. Although Walker’s indictment, following the legal 
phrase and form, charges him with ** unlawful cohabitation,” 
yet the specifications show that it is not the ‘‘ cohabitation” 
but the neglect to procure a license—under the common law 
simply a system of registration—that constitutes his offense. 
Having suffered the penalty it is then no offense, but rather 
his legal duty, to ** cohabit;" and if his plea is sustained, as 
I think it will be, he is liable if he does not discharge the 
duties of à husband toward his co-defendant, Lillian Har- 
man. Iam in harmony with those who demand the right of 
self-hood in the freedom of contract, but I shal] always insist 
upon some. public acknowledgment or registration of such 
contracts. . 

Talking of Anarchy reminds me to say I protest most in- 
dignantly and vehemently against Gary's ruling in the case. 
I bav heard in an indirect, and not very reliable way, that “a 
tall, dark, complexioned man," giving tlie name of Cummins 
or Cummings (Jim, I think) and, supposed to hav some con- 
nection with the James and Younger boys, ip the course of 
talk claimed that he was the bomb-thrower at Chicago, and 
that he was just getting his hand in good practice to pay off 
the Pinkertons for the bomb they threw. Cummings, or 
whatever his name may be, is reported to hav said that he 
did not know anything about the Anarchists, or they any- 
thing about him—that he was a ‘“ whole team” himself, and 
** enough for the Chicago police and the damned Pinkertons 
without any help from any one.” I am going to borrow a 
book about the James and Youngers and see for myself if it 
givs any ground to believe that there is or ever was such a 
person as this Cummins or Cummings. 

However, it cannot be made to serve any purpose favor- 
able to the Anarchists that I can see. I guess it would be 
utterly impossible to get it into the shape of evidence. Is 
that doctrin (or slush) of Gary's to stand as law? If so, 
Anarchy finds its justification right there. It denies the right 
of revolution; the right to argue it, to contemplate it as a 


Mrdr) 


remote possibility or as a dernier resort in this country under 
any circumstances. I- wonder what our Revolutionary sires 
would say to that. For my own part, I believe that wrong 
is so entrenched behind organic legislation that a bloody 
revolution must sooner or later take place, and if this be 
treason, or if I must hang as a particeps criminis for the next 
case of bomb-throwing, why, so be it! When I throw my 
bomb it will hav company—there will be organized revolu- 
tion, not for no law, but for better law. J. K. B. BAKERE. 


Dergorr, Mron., Nov. 22, 1886. 

To THE LIBERAL PEOPLE (who listened to and read a Lay 
Sermon by Colonel Ingersoll): What do you think of it? Do 
you see any point to it? Can it be, possible that Mr. Inger- 
soll does not see and know that the something wrong in our 
government is but the exact reflection of the something 
wrong in every other government throughout the civilized 
world? And yet Mr. Ingersoll and every other Liberal and 
reform advocate has always acquiesced and upheld the 
cause of all the wrongs and evils that they claim to desire to 
reform. Mr. Ingersoll says there is something wrong when 
honesty wears a rag, and rascality a robe; when the loving, 
the tender, eat à crust, while the infamous sit at the banquets. 
So there.is something wrong. The people are deprived of 
real money, which is the vitality, the life of industry, and 
are obliged to do all business transactions upon credit; and 
thousands of bankers are licensed to rob them by issuing 
bankers’ debts as counterfeit money, and oblige the lifeless 
people to buy this counterfeit money at high and oft-re- 
peated premiums to pay the interest on the wealth that. 
labor has created and has been robbed of. Allow me to say 
to Mr. Ingersoll that one dollar of debt is as truly slavery as 
one dollar wrongfully appropriated from the rightful owner 
is theft; and there has never been any other cause of slavery 
on earth but that which was caused by.depriving people of 
money to transact business on a cash principle. In this 
country there has never been any money, and there has 
always been slavery. It has always been true that the bor- 
rower is the slave of the lender. No man ever borrowed 
money unless he was obliged to, and when any man borrows 
money it is proof positiv that he livs in & land of slavery. 
Will any one deny this? ‘To hav a full legal tender money 
issued by the people through the government, sufficient to 
pay every transaction in business at once, and keep every 
one free from debt, is the only possible way to liberty. And 
until Mr. Ingersoll and all Liberals see this and work for it, 
they are only acting the part of the man looking for work 
and doing allhe can notto get it. The Nine Demands of 
Liberalism are only demands for the removal of nine effects 
of the want of money in the country to keep the people free; 
and no liberty can possibly ever come from such demands 
any more than to dam up a river can do good to the country 
below the dam. We hav been fighting effects for thousands 
of years, but never hav been free, simply because society 
must hav money—free money—just as much as animal life 
must hav air. We must destroy the one cause of poverty, 
slavery, war, vice, and crime that has ever sat behind the 
throne. The power of the money-lender has always been the 
great power behind all civil power all over the earth; and 
though the slaves in one or more countries hav in hundreds 
of cases fought and won their liberty, yet the emissaries of 
the power behind the throne hav always been able to slip the 
shackles upon the minds and limbs of the ignorant victors 
and lead them into deeper captivity again every time. 
Never hav the people demanded and obtained liberty to be 
free from debt, and never has industry been supplied with 
its vitalizing influence. Society has never been supplied with 
the very fiber to hold it together; civilization has never been 
supplied with its germ evento this day. Civilization and 
society hav ever been deprived of those qualifications which 
are as essential to their existence as oxygen is to animal life. 

Now, all of Mr. Ingersoll’s most glowing and most touch- 
ingly truthful lay sermon is answered in its search for the 
cause of all evils, and the remedies that he proposes cannot 
help us unless some one leads the people to see what givs lib- 
erty and what deprives the people of liberty. Where there 
is no debt, there can be no rich nor poor; no slavery nor 
war. It.cannot be shown on any spot on earth that pinching 
want ever existed where there was no deprivation of money 
for each to use free from money-lenders’ control. There is 
no injustice to any single person in free money. It is the 
only true corner-stone of liberty, and yet it has never, never 
been placed in the foundation of a civilized government. 

Where, oh, where, in the name of common sense, is the 
use of demanding the taxation of churches and religious 
property when there is no money in the country for anyone 
to pay taxes with? It is like charging paupers with their pov- 
erty while they are unable to find work to do, and you doing 
nothing to make work for them.. Let us be sensible enough 
to seek and labor for liberty for churches and all people to be 
free from debt, and there will be no more untaxed church or 
any Other property in a country that is free. Mr. Ingersoll 
says that, in sending a man to prison, we tend to make a 
beast of him. Can slavery bring forth anything but beasts ? 
When the money-lenders controled the government of Eng- 
]and to destroy their free government money, the it ony did 
purpose to make slaves of the people to debt, and when, in 
1865, the same power controled the government of the United 
States to destroy our free money, which they had already de- 
graded, they did it for the same purpose of puiting the 
people into slavery to debt, and Mr. Ingersoll and every 
other honest man acknowledges that they hav had ample 
success, and no one has yet raised his voice in opposition. 


"We are on the same path to war that we traveled thirty 


years ago. We hav an army in our prisons, and as many 
more in the same state of mutiny outside, ready for war. 
Will the Liberals—will Colonel Ingersoll rgise his voice for 
liberty and peace, a peace that must and will spread over the 
whole eartb, making all people free from debt slavery and 
the slavery of debt? : J. H. Woop. 
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Children’s Dorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. : 


** Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour.” 


A Paradoxical Woman. 


Alas! she is how strange a lass! 
A dear, but not a deer. 

She is an heir, but not an air— 
Drinks beer, but drinks no bier. 


She oft sheds tears, but sheds no tiers— 
Needs bread and kneads it not. 

She has a bow; however, though, 
A beau she never caught. 


- She writes “rite” “right,” which must be wrong. 
She doesn’t sow, but sews. 

She doesn’t often close her eyes, 
But always eyes her clothes. 


Her hair is light, and heavy too; 
Her clothes, though dark, are light: 
And though at night she sits up late, 
She Dever sees a knight. 


` Bhe's twice fifteen--she's thirty too. 
Her name, though here, is Nott, 

Aud though ’tis Nott repeated here, 
Her name is—you know what. 


Osceola Mills, Pa. Wm. Scott. 
e 


A Tribute to My Friend “Prince.” 


Dear Lirrie Frienps: I want to tell you 
of a caller I had one evening last winter— 
there were two of them; one a gentleman, 
and one a beautiful Irish setter named Prince. 
It is of Prince I wish to tell you. Myself 
and little ones gave him a warm welcome, 
and as he came into the house we left the 
door open, and his master said to him, 
*! Prince, shut thedoor.” He walked gravely 
back, and, rising upon his hind feet, placed 
his fore paws against the door, gently push- 
ing it to, shutting it so softly that I thought 
to hav seen him would hav been a much 
needed lesson to some little ones I hav known, 
to whom it seemed almost impossible to close 
a door without slamming it, even although 
they hav two well-trained hands, quick eyes, 
and a reasoning mind to guide them. He 
did many clever things for us, and it was all 
done with seeming cheerfulness and great 
dignity, proving to us that he knew nearly all 
we said to him. After he had done all he 
could to please us, he climbed into a chair 
and sat there, looking as kind and noble 
as it was possible for a dog to look. Since 
that evening I hav not seen him, but I will 
let his master tell you of .his cruel fate in his 
own sorrowful words. I hope it will make 
you more kind to all living things. No doubt 
you all hav your pets, and I want you to re- 
solve never to be harsh to them in any way. 
There are few things or objects in this world 
we need to fear, and none we should use with 
cruelty ; even if we hav to take life, we can do 
it in the most painless and speedy way. The 
following tells the fate of Prince: .‘‘ This is a 
sad day tome. I had a noble, true-hearted, 
loving friend, and some assassin has taken his 
life with poison. I hav had the charge and 
care of him since he was born, hav had lots 
of trouble and many trials with him, but.hav 
always been more than paid by his faithful 
love and perfect trust in me. When I chided 
him his sorrow was always visible; and when 
I chastised him he would kiss my hand 
as soon as I would permit him to do so. 
He was always anxious to do my bidding, 
and would always obey my slightest wish as 
soon as he could understand it. He has 
shared my tent and bed in many a hunting. 
trip; has waded swamps and marshes, swam 
rivers and lakes in fair weather and foul, in 
warm and ice-cold water, to bring in the 
game that fell to. us—only too glad to do all 
ihis rough work to win one word of kindness 
from me. He was always happy when with 
me, and waiting and watching for me when I 
.was away. He never gave me an unkind 
look, but his truthful, faithful, loving actions 
hav often reproved me for hasty words or 
actions in such a way as I shall remember 
through life. O my faithful,loving Prince! 
How could any human being find it in his 
heart to murder you! If it is unmanly to 
Shed tears over such a death of such a friend, 
then I will plead a want of manhood. I 
.could almost say in heaven itself I'd ask no 
more than just old Prince's welcome, 
“ My brown-eyed faithful friend, 
No more will we wander together ; 
- No more will the tender verdure bend 
‘Neath your step in all kinds of weather; 
No more through boggy marshes, . 


- No more through sunny dell, : 
Bhall you and I tramp as in days now past, 


| 


In the sport-we loved so well. 
Rest, old comrade, your kind eyes veiled, 
Your soft footsteps stilled, stirless, dumb; 
Above your head may nestle the quail, 
And the plumed pheasant strut and drum." 
Aunt May. 
i ———————— 


Shocking ! 

Two young girls were late to their respec- 
tiv Sunday-schools, Baptist and Methodist. 
They dared not go in when the services were 
nearly over, so they wandered along until 
they came toa Universalist church. ‘‘ Let us 
go in here,” said one of the girls, whose name 
was Maria. 

** Oh, horrors!” exclaimed Jane, her com- 
panion. **My father would nearly kill me if 
Ishould go in there—I’d rather by far go to 
the Catholic church.” 

* And why not go in here?" questioned 
Maria. ‘‘ Why, they don't believe in a hell! 
and that's awful, you know, not to believe in 
& hell. My folks can't go such a religion as 


the Universalists’, nohow." 
ooo 


Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—REBUS. 


One feature of republican government. 


2.—HALF SQUARE. 
. A foreign capital city. 
Intention. 
. Difficult to bend. 
Mingled or associated with. 
. A mouthpiece. 
. Condition of. 
. A letter. i 
N. Boothbay, Me. W ARREN B. OROHARD. 


9.—REBUS. 


NDH 


Easy rebus for little folks. 


4.—REBUS. 


One of the United States 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN'S CORNER, 
' Nov. 20, 1886. : 
1.-Always keep all your appointments. 

2.-Petchora. 3.-Sometimes a shooting comet 

flaming goes around the sun. 
—————— 979—999 —————— 
Correspondence. 

Orrumwa, Ia., Nov., 1886. 
Miss Sosan H. Wixon: To-night, as I sit 

alone, thinking of the great, vast army of 


men and women who inhabit the globe. 


—of those who are endeavoring to brin 
humanity to a standard of truth, honor, an 
justice, and who are struggling day and night 
to accomplish the task of overthrowing the 
tottering temple of ignorance and supersti- 
tion—there comes to my mind one who, by 
her faithful efforts, has gained the affection 
and good will of a large number of the youth 
of this glorious country; and that one is the 
conductor of Tue TRUTH SEEKERS Children's 
Corner. . . 

Everywhere in the Liberal ranks we find 
noble men and women brushing from the in- 
tellectual storehouses the dust and cobwebs 
of priestcraft and ignorance, but few are the 
number who begin at the very foundation, 
and free the minds of the children from the 
destructiv ideas which are implanted in them 
bythe vast majority of the mothers and teach- 
ers of to-day. f 

Your correspondent is eighteen years old, 
and is deeply interested in the work which 
youare conducting. For the past nine months 
I hav occupied a position as teacher in the 
public schools of this county, but in my efforts 
to discard the blasphemous old Bible, and teach 
science and truth in its stead, I brought upon 
myself the everlasting hatred of some of our 
God-loving directors, and hence am deprived 
of the opportunity of continuing in the pro- 
fession which I love so well. at can giv 
one more pledsure than to assist in develop- 
ing the minds of the rising generation, and 
fit them for those places which shall be made 
vacant when the great and learned of to-day 
&re no more ? : 

Even in my dreams I behold the bright, 
happy face of my former scholars, and oh, 
how I long to once again assist them in their 
studies, or teach the little brown hands to 
make the first written letters of the alphabet! 
Strange indeed are the chords of love which 
bind together the teacher arid pupil, and when 


that chord is once formed, all attempts to 
break it will prove useless. 

The letters in the Children's Corner from 
my dear little Freethought friends bring a 
great deal of pleasure to me, and I hope that 
they may grow on and on in intellectual 
beauty and unfoldment—that they may assist 
in exposing the frauds, vices, and crimes of 
that religious sect which, for the past eight- 
een hundred years has endeavored to im- 
prison the great and noble women of all ages, 
and which, if it were not for the bright star 
of Freethought, would plunge into everlast- 
ing darkness the grandeur and -beauty of 
nature and her laws, and would compel hu- 
manity to bow before a wicked and cruel mon- 
ster whom the world never has looked and 
never will look upon. O truth! O justice! 
canst thou longer behold tyrannical priests and 
preachers stealing from the widow and 
orphan the last penny which should be given 
to those oppressed with misery and want? 

O Liberalism! with thy broad and sweep- 
ing wing soaring amid the clouds of intel- 
lectual beauty, scatter the drops of love and 
mercy upon rich and poor alike—upon the 
young as well as the old—and forever swell 
the stream of truth, that when its sparklin 
waters overflow its rocky banks, they wil 
bring desolation and ruin to the orthodox 
temples of ignorance, immorality, and injus- 
tice, and thus rescue the present generation, 
and those yet unborn, from another dark age 
of Christian sway. 


If, instead of spending so much of our time. 


and money in attempting to bring the more 
mature minds to a knowledge of truth, we 
rescue the children.from the crue! hands of 


the church, we would achieve far better re- 


sults. Realizing this fact, I shall ever en- 
deavor to do my share in this great work, 
and so long as my hand has power to write, 
so long as my voice is capable of expressing 
the truths of science and Liberalism, just so 
long wil there be. an earnest and faithful 
worker in the Libera] ranks. 


I hope you find your position as conductor 
of the Children's Corner a pleasant and profit- 
able one. 


May you continue long in the noble work 
you hav undertaken, may you hav a large 
number of willing friends to assist you in a 
time of need, and may the letters from the 
little boys and girls of Freethought grow 
more and more numerous as time passes on, 
that you may know you are awakening an in- 
terest in those for whose benefit you are 
laboring. Sincerely your friend, 

Karte Krum. 


[It givs us pleasure to receive so thoughtful 
and interesting a letter as the above, but we 


are sorry to learn that Katie has been de.. 


barred from pursuing a work for which she 
seems eminently qualified. Bigotry and in- 
tolerance are still foes to be met and van- 
quished, and we perfectly agree with our 
friend that our best results must be in train- 
ing the young, a matter hitherto greatly 
neglected. We thank Katie for her good 
opinion and good wishes. Our labors with 
the children are pleasant and agreeable, and, 
if not largely remunerativ, financially, are 
nevertheless full of promis of fair fruitage 
by and by, in good lives and noble examples. 
We shall be glad to hear from our friend as 
often as she may care to write, and trust she 
may soon find employment in her chosen field 
of labor.—Ep. C. C.] 
— 
Katamazoo, Mion., Nov. 20, 1886. 

Drar Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write to you, for my father has been coaxing 
me to for quite a little time. If I see this let- 
ter in print, perhaps I may write you another 
letter. I go to school almost every day when 
we hav school. My teacher’s name is Mrs. 
Mulholland, and she is very pleasant com- 
pared with the teacher I had last year. My 
studies at school are geography, grammar, 
arithmetic, reading, and spelling. We hav 
speaking every two weeks at our school, and 
sometimes reading of compositions. In two 
weeks from next week Friday, I hav to 
read a composition. We hav to compose 
it all ourselvs. I think my subject will be 
birds and their uses. We were exam- 
ined the other day in reading, arithmetic, 
and language. Our class has not been ex- 
amined in spelling or geography. In reading 
I passed 97; inlanguage, 98 ; in arithmetic, 99. 
I passed the highest of anyone in the class, 
so far as I hav been examined this term. 
Well, for my first letter I think it plenty long. 
I will now close. From a true and loving 
friend, f Nei BEDEL. 


Burrato, N. Y., Nov. 18,4886. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I was very glad and 
proud at seeing my first letter in print, and so 
I thought I would write again. We are 
about to move into a new house. Pa isgoing 
to keep a variety store. If you should ever 
come to Buffalo you must come and see us. 
Wishing success to the Children's Corner, I 
remain, Your little friend, Ipa A. BALLOU. 
[If we should ever go to Buffalo to stop 
any length of time, we shall certainly call on 
Ida, as well as other good friends residing 
there.—Ep. C. C.] l 


ATHENS, TEx., Nov. 14, 1886. 
Dzar Miss Wixon: I hav been thinking of 
writing to you for some time, and neglected 
it. Professor Bell, lectured here November 
4th. He stayed with us while he was here. 


I wish he had stayed a week. I like him 
very much. Papa has taken THE TRUTH 
SEEKER since the first copy. I always read 
the Children's Corner. . I am going to school; 
there are three teachers and one hundred and 
thirty-six scholars. I study geography, his- 
tory, spelling, arithmetic, and grammar. I hav 
heard two Liberal lecturers. I hav two sis- 
ters, one older and one younger than myself. 
I will bring my letter to a close for this time. 
Your sincere friend, MARTHA VAUGHAN. 


l OTTO WETTSTEIN'S 
PROGRAM FOR THE HOLIDAYS! 


IMMENSE STOOK OF 


Fine Gold and Silver Watches, Diamond Jewelry, 
Gold and, Plated Chains, Bracelets, laces, 
Lockets, Pins, Drops, Studs, Sleeve Buttons; 
Plain, Chased, and Set Rings (a specialty); Gold 
and Silver Headed Canes; Gold Pens, Pencils, and 
Zoathpicks ; Gold and Silver Thimbles, Silver aud 
Plated Ware, Cutlery, Razors, Revolvers, Opera 
Glasses, Gold Spectacles, Eye Glasses, Albums, 
Harmonicas, etc , etc. " 
All these goods will be sent subject to approval 

and return if not eDtirely satisfactory and cash ' 
refunded, and as a special inducement I shall de- 


duet 90 per cent from lowest bottom prices else- 
where. 


For a Christmas gift, 
Dothing is Dicer than one 
of my beautiful badges, 
enameled on solid gold 
infourcolors. , 

. Prices, size of cut, 43, 
C 15.50, $4. With genum 
\ diamond, $6 to $10. : 
Just out: Exactly like 

J| above, but smaller, $2. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
Rochelle, Ill. 


BLASPHEMY 


—AND— 


THE BIBLE. 


BY C. B. REYNOLDS. 

Showing that the Bible and the believers in it 
are the real blasphemers, and not the Secu- 
larists. 

This is the pamphlet for the distribution of 
which Mr. Reynolds is now indicted, and to be 


TRIED FOR BLASPHEMY 


next January. 


PRICE, 10 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 


85 Cents Each, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


The Mirror of Freethought 


BY ARTHUR B. MOSS, 
FREETHOUGHT AND RADICAL ADVOCATE 
(of England). 


SECOND EDITION. 


Charles Watta's Literary Guide says: ' We are 
glad to record the appearance of a second edition 
of this admirable book. The various rapers—ten 
in all—are some of the author’s best work.” 

The Middleboro News says: ‘‘These essays. are 
brimming with careful thought and judicious re- 
search. ! | 

The Yorkshire Chronicle says : “ These essays are 
not unworthy the attention of the scientific 
student though written for the uninitiated.” 

PRIOE, 50 CENTS. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Paine Vindicated! 


—0-— 


A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Observer's slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 
both the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


s —— 

The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. : , 


TOGETHER WITH 
A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death. 
bed of Thomas Paine, 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that thé account of Paine’s 
dying moments attributed to. Bishop. Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


78pp. Price 15 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. - 


CALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
OANADA. 
W. B. Cooké, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto. 
Jaities Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
COLORADO. 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIs. 

E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 802 State street, and Brentano 

Bros., Chicago. 

INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
y KANSAS. 

` Chris. Brown, Burlington. 


MAINE. 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
Mills). a 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
MICHIGAN. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
S. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
. Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. 
Dr. Wolff, 620 North 5th street, St. Louis. 
Joseph L. Andrew, Liberal. l 
MONTANA. 
O. B. Whitford, Butte City. 
NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 


OHIO. 

N. Hexter, 303 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON. 

Wm. Chance, Astoria. 
F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. : 
Dr. J. H. Rhodes, 315 North 10th st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
H. Gla Luse, Waynesburg. 


W. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 


. TENNESSEE. 

Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 
TEXAS. 

L. Andruss, Denison. 

T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 


, UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
D. F. Keeler, Park ur : 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 


VIRGINIA. 
Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker, Snowville. 


ENGLAND. . 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. 


Robt. G. Ingersoll’s 
OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 


in the suit of the 
Baakers? and Merchants’? Tele- 
graph Company 
against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company. 
accum 
So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that Toe TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 


supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. -. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, it is now known to be the work of W. 
H. BURR, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at this office. 


‘Sabbath-Breaking. 


BY J. E. REMSBURG. 
Author of “False Claims,” “Bible 
Morals,” Etc. 


The best and most thorough work ever written 


on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 


view. 


Large and Handsome Print. 
Sware Corrs, = 25 cents. 
' Srx CoPIEs, - ie e $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


LITHOGRAPHS 


CHARLES DARWIN 


Admirers of the Great Naturalist, and ractically 
the father of Evolution, will be glad toknow that 
we hav a fine lithograph of him for sale—size 
1834x294 inches on heavy plate aper. Framed, the 


picture du make B 8p endi ornament for the 
ers, Price, % cents, - 
Parlors of resi ess THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
À 88 Clinton Pl., New York. 
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S. P. Putnam’s Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 


. PRICE, TWENTY-FIVE CENTS.. 
. —THE— i 


TRUTH SEEKER 
ANNUAL 


Lreethinkers’ Almanac. 
1 BSG (a.m. 286). 


WITH THIRTY PORTRAITS OF DISTINGUISHED 
EUROPEAN FREETHINKERS, SOIENTISTS, AND 
PHILOSOPHERS, AND MANY OTHER 
ILLUSTRATIONS. 


CONTENTS: 


Calendar for 1886; Freethought in the United 
States, 1885; How the Church Filches from the 
State; Public Contributions to the Church; The 
Religion of Crime; Chaplains in our Army an 
Navy; The Higher Life, by Courtlandt Palmer; 
My Dream, by Samuel P. Putnam; The American 
Secular Union; Statistics of Our Foreign-Born 
Population; The Curate of Churnside. (Selected 
story.) By Jas. Payne; How Voltaire Died, by the 
Editor; The Iron Virgin; Religious Divisions of 
the World; Paine Memorial H ustrated) ; 
The Story of 1885; Immigration to the U. 8. 
1820-1884; Freethought in Australia; Freethought 
on the Continent; Subjects of Illustration; Free- 
thought Journals; eligious Denominations; 
Area and Value of Farms; Population of Large 
Cities; Liberal Lecturers. 


ILLUSTRATIONS : 


Lick Observatory, Girard College, Philadelphia, 
Freethought Hall, Waco, Texas (interior view); 
Freethought Hall, Waco, Texas (exterior view); 
The Tent, lron Virgin, Paine Hall, Moncure D. 
Conway, Saladin, Annie Besant, Mary Wollstene- 
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A NIHILISTIC ROMANCE. 
By N. G. TCHERNYCHEWREY. With a portrait 


of the Author. Translated by BENJ. 
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Written in Prison. Suppressed by the Czar. The 
Anthor Over Twenty ears an Exile in Sibe- 
ria. Russian Edition worth $600 a Copy. 

First American Edition Exhauste 
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PRESS COMMENTS : 
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: Poetry. 


The Fatherhood of God. 
“ Consistency, thou art a” stranger! 


Whereas: The Declaration of our Independence 
reads: 


`“ We are all created equali r let, us put it in our 


creeds, 
“ We believe in the fatherhood of God." 


Whereas, the poor are poorer while the rich are 
waxing rich; - 


Whereas, the honest workingman is tumbled in | 


the ditch ; 


To thia list of all our. grievances these holy voiis i 


we hitch, 
“ We believe in the fatherhood of God.” 


Whereas, the proud monopolist gets all that ‘he 
can get; 
Whereas he has machinery for getting, which as 
ye 
Labors honest competition doesn't alter—there- 
fore let 
All. our voices drown the wailing of our children— 
we are met 
To believe in the fatherhood of God. 


“There are corn-ships in the offing, and we look 
- with starving gaze ;” 

There is bread enough to feed God’s hungry chil- 
dren—but it laya 

In the granaries of the heartless, and the sun's 
increasing rays 

Swell its volumes every season, swell the joyful 
note of praise - 

In the mansion of the wealthy, where the haughty 
master says, 

* I believe in the fatherhood of God.” - 


Yet, whereas, land, air, and water are sufficiently 
provided 

To insure us all a living, were they equally di- 
vided ; 

And, whereas, the said division is too openly, one- 
sided ; 

And the sacred irust of sonhood is too partially 
confided ; 

And, whereas, our wants with “Juxury’s | conta- 
gion” hav collided ; 

Be it therefore, in convention; everlastingly de- 
cided, : 

** We believe in the fatherhood of God.” 


And; whereas; the sacred ballot is corrupted. ‘and 
controled 
By a brute’s intimidation and the yellow stain of 
gold; 
And, whereas, an office-holder may be either 
bought or sold,. 
And the rich man’s legislation drives the poor 
` ‘man in the cold; 
And, whereas; his days are shortened by the toils 
that make hiğ old, 
And the gentle shepherd's golden-fleeced Merinos 
bar the fold ` ` 
*Gainst the sheep whose wool is raggad-thererore 
be it often told, 
“ We believe in the fatherhood of God.? 


Whereas, motherhood is broken by the duties that 
enslave; . 

Whereas, daughterhood ïs ruined by the passions 
of a knave; 

Whereas, manhood’ is confronted by more foes 
than it can brave; 

Whereas, childhood i in its weakness goes untimely 
tothe grave;: . 

Whereas, knighthood meets oppression and is 
strangled in its.wave, 

And the priesthood. has determined whom it will 
and will not save; - 

** We believe in the fatherhood of God. 7 


And, whereas, the strong are cruel and the weak 
must yield the way i 

Or be trampled under foot and -kiss the heel that 
stamps the clay; 

And, whereas, the wise are crafty, and, evading, 
disobey 

Every law that stands between them and the poor 
on which they prey ; 

And, whereas, we all are orphans, seeking refuge 
where we may, 

“ We belieye in the fatherhood of God.” 


We are cheated of our heritage—our father isa 
king; ` 

We were all ordained as princes and we never rule 
a thing; 

All the force of heaven's mandate is defeated. by 
‘the ring; 

Justice runs into a “ Corner "therefore. do we 
gladly sing, 

** We believe in the fatherhood of God.”. 


And, whereas, without reflection, it. is sensible to 
hold i 
To a story that is true because it is go often told ; 
And, whereas, he was so careless in distributing 
our gold, 
.* We believe in the fatherhood of God.” _ 


What a golden ring of- eloquence. those tender 
. words disclose; 
And how- peacefully we follow when the ring is in 
our nose! . 
“ We believe in the fatherhood of God.”. : 


FRANK FELT. 
e 

AxN Essex clergyman, says the Hartford 
Times, recently attempted to enter his house 
late at night, having arrived home from New 
York unexpectedly by boat, without the 
knowledge of his family. -A barrel under the 

` pantry offered him an easy mode of entering, 
and he'sprang upon it. His feet had hardly 
touched the head before it caved in, and he 
. found himself. plunged in a bath of soft soap. 


To extricate himself from his unpleasant pre- 
dicament, he was obliged to call for assist- 
ance, but before it was rendered. he had a 
narrow escape from being shot for a burglar 


by 8 neighbor. 


-= Book Notice. 
A few days since I received ‘‘ Spiritualism 
Sustained,” by John R. Kelso, A.M. i 


| Itis executed in very neat style at THE. 
TRUTH SEEKER ofice, 83 Clinton Place, New 


“York. 
The contents are as follows: 
I. Spiritualism Sustained by the Bible. 
IL. Spiritualism Sustained by the Christian 
Church. 
III. Spiritualism a Necessity i in God's Gen- 
. eral Government. 
IV. Spiritual Mediumship. . 
V. -Objections to Spiritualism Answered. 


In the first three lectures its author:seeks to. 


convert Christians to Spiritualism, under the 
plea that, if he can prove it taught in the 
Bible, by the church and God's economy, 
‘they are obligated to believe that it is essential 
‘now, and that medern Spiritualism is the same, 
‘and they hav no right to reject it, since they 
subscribe to it in the Bible. He alleges as a 
reason for 80 doing: ** Many persons, on this 
‘subject, will receive.nothing as evidence unless 
it comes from the Bible. For the benefit of this 
class of persons, therefore, I propose in my 


:present lecture [the first] to prove by the 
‘Bible the truth of every phase of Spiritual- 


ism." He then goes on to state that he 
has written a book against the Bible and 
the God of the Bible, ‘‘in whose exist- 


‘ence” he **has not one particle of faith,” 
‘but -he takes the Christians on their own 
‘ground, and, 


for argument’s sake, pre- 
mises that.their fundamental beliefs are all 
true. Thus the entire first three lectures are 


"based on a falsehood—1st, assuming the Bible 
‘true; 2d, the church as authority; 3d, God’s 


general government requiring such a provi- 
sion as Spiritualism. ‘The author disbelieves 
the Bible, disbelieves church authority, and 
disbelieves in the existence of a God, and, 
while avowing all this, and much more, in 


.his book approaches the Christian believer 


with this specious sophistry, as if he really 
believed it with him, and then appeals to. his 


‘consistency, his truthfulness, his reverence, 


and his piety. Does he imagin such argu- 
ment will carry one ounce of weight to any 
churchman? From the first advent of Spir- 
itualism to the last quarter of a century, more 
than a whole decade, we, who were teachers of 
the facts of these phenomena, were constantly 
urging upon Christians thesame considerations 
as has Colonel Kelso in his first three lectures. 


"Then it had a tremendous effect, as we. were 


all more or less partial believers in the Bible, 
the churches, the Christian religion, the exist- 


.ence of a God, and his superintendence over 


the laws of nature, but for one who denies 
his own argument, on the basis of its acknowl- 


edged falsity, to expect to frighten or convert 


his readers is folly in the extreme. 
For instance, after repeatedly bringing for- 


‘ward his witnesses, in whom he has ‘no con- 


fience, he triumphantly asserts, ‘‘I hav 
proved it [Spiritualism] by the unanimous 


testimony of all the fathers,” etc., etc., when 
he has only proved that the fathers, whom he 


regards as liars, believed and taught it. I 


will impeach all bis witnesses through him- 


self; he does not believe them—admits he 


‘does not—but because the Christian professes 


to, he turns to the Christian, takes his Bible, 


‘his church, and his God wherewith to convict 


him, provided he rejects modern Spiritualism, 
on his version of his God and his Bible. 
I guarantee that those three lectures will 


not convert to Spiritualism one Christian who 


understands that Colonel Kelso rejects his 
own reasoning. Of course, no antichristian 


non-Spiritualist; will be attracted toward 


Spiritualism by religious theories, so only the 
Christian can be expected to be won through 
these lectures. His argument, based on false 
Bible premises, is mueh more likely to con- 
vert the Spiritualist and Infidel to Christian- 


ity than the Christian to Spiritualism. One 


would suppose, had he not told us to the con- 
‘trary, that he was the greatest Bible-believer 
of them all, indorsing all the church dogmas 
(to overthrow them in the two succeeding 
lectures), so anxious is he to make. the Chris- 
tian see that his Bible teaches modern Spirit- 
ualism, which, even if it did, would no more 
prove its truth than does Genesis prove the 
earth flat and made in six days of twenty-four 
Tours each. His method is very ingenious, 
but it is false even while he avows its object. 

„In Lecture IV., ‘Spiritual Mediumship,” 
our author tells.us that he ** no longer acts as 
the mere attorney of Spiritualism,” but fear- 
lessly ‘‘attacks the testimony of the Bible, 
the church, or any other party,” although he 
affirms, ‘‘In preceediug lectures I fully 
‘proved, by testimony which no believer in 
‘the . Christian religion will. dare reject, that 


spirits do exist and do communicate with 


tacks and disproves the validity of the very 
testimony that he used in the-three former to 


over (see pages 352-155) that. by: his own re- 

pudiated witnessés he has proved his case!’ 
In treating this portion of his subject, 

Spiritual mediumship, he says : ‘I shall hav 


in what is usually termed *the immortality of 


spirits". "Having thus taken. for. granted" the 
mortality and spirit existence—he proceeds to 
** explain five methods ' of communication ” 
involving “‘ five phases of mediumship.” As 
those who believe in immortality and spirits, 
it is of no value to.an unbeliever, and in vain 
I sought for one.lucid, scientific reason, or 
with the magnetisms, psychic force, or any 


which I know to be true, but reject the spirit- 


we are waiting to see proved. 
On page 187, under the head.of *' Iospire- 


| tion, the last, and in some respects the high- 


est, phase. of spiritual mediumship," our 
author wanders into marriage, and says: 


The magnetic or thought spheres of two 
persons, especially if they differ in sex, very | 


frequently so unite that the thoughts and the 
emotions of one become the thoughts and the 
emotions of the other. A man and a 
woman thus united are truly married without 
that miserable, meaningless mummery, the 
marriage ceremony of a priest." He continues 


.at some length to expatiate on. true. and false 
marriage, stating what ‘we all know, that 
ee marriage existed long before.. priestly -cere- | 


monies were invented. ` Marriage is 


‘no more.dependent on ‘the: ceremony of a 


priest than is the union of oxygen and hydro- 


.gen in the formation of water.” 
That. is true; no one need go before a | 
_priest ; they can avoid the ** ceremony of that 


meaningless mummery,” if they chose, and 


„still hav their marriage legal in the eyes of 
the law, by applying to- a. civil magistrate, | 


where, in many of the states,no ceremony 
need to be performed, only the proper ques- 
tions asked and responded to, with no 
“t mummery," any more than in giving a 
deed, making a will, or any other civil con- 
tract. There seems to be great harping just 
at this particular time on a *' priestly cere- 
mony," when it is known, or should be, that 
the legality does not depend upon a priest or 
a ceremony, but upon state laws which, if 


‘not complied with, render the couple not [| 


legally married, the same as does non-com- 
pliance with any other law render the con- 
tract null and void. A priest, ceremony, or 


essential, but entirely optional with the con- 
tracting parties and their friends. Why, then, 
adduce that as an obstacle to true marriage? 
Excuse this digression, I did but follow the 
author of ‘‘ Spiritualism Sustained.” 
Lecture V., ‘Objections to Spiritualism 
‘Answered,” is “addressed principally to the 
members of the various denominations of the 
Christian churches,” therefore has no weight 
with the heretic, scientist, or philosopher who 
rejects the Christian religion, or uses reason. 
Most of this argument is the same as we hav 
heard ever since the advent of modern Spirit- 
ualism, and is worthless for all convincing 
purposes. 

But our authors arguments against the 
Bible, God, and religion, in his last two lect- 
ures, are excellent, and if Christians who 
read his book to gain a knowledge of Spirit- 
ualism are not so shocked at his fearless expo- 
sition of their Bible, God, church, and creed, 
as to throw away his truths on that subject, 
he may do them great good in opening their 


‘eyes to the monstrous lies they are now be- 


lieving; but when Colonel Kelso claims the 
following, he makes a great mistake, for he 
has established no such thing, viz.: **In my 
previous lectures I not only fully established 
the genuinness of spiritual communications, 
but also clearly explained the principle on 
which they are made." 

But the book is well worth its price for its 
sturdy blows. against old theology, büt sig- 


religion for substantiation—a religion that the 
author in the same book ignores and con- 
demns. Can he expect his argument on such 
a basis will hav any effect on the’ Christian, 
for it is to him it is addressed? And tó the 
non-Bible believer must first be proved its 
authority and truthfulness before he can be 
reached through its pu s 
Erta E. Gissom. 


men." Yes,in his last two lectures he at- 


prove Spiritualism, and then boasts nine times- Resurrection of Jesus. 


to take it for granted that you are all believers | 


the soul, and that consequently you are all | 
believers also in that class of beings called |: 


two important postulates to be proved—im- |: 


this explanation is designed expressly for | 
‘The Brain and the Bible. 
the least evidence that spirits hav aught to do f 
of the phenomena adduced, a portion of 


ual agency. The theories assumed are What ; 


‘The Creed of Christendom. 


‘miserable, meaningless mummery” is not | 


The Age of Reason. 


nally fails, in my estimation, in sustaining |: 
Spiritualism, except as it appeals to a false 


"FREETHOUGHT WORKS, 
PUBLISHED AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFIOR, 
Showing the 
contradictions and doubts in which the 


subject i is involved. . By W.S. BELL. Re- 
vised edition, 25 cents. 


Revelations of. Antichrist. d dis: 


haustiv work proving conclusivly that no 
such person as Jesus Christ existed in the 
reign of Tiberius, but that a Jesus, the 
Son of Mary, was stoned and hanged 
aboutia century before, and that his dis- 
:,eiples, Simon Kepha, alias Peter, and the 
apostle Paul, both lived and died before 
the Christian era. 446 pages and full in- 
dex. Price, $2. ? 


The Anonymous: Hypothesis of Cro- 
ym Brief Trew of the so-- 


ation. 
called. Mosaic. Account. 


, By Jawrzs F, 
.Eunmwiss, Cloth, 50 cents. ] 


C. Beart.. With a Preface by RoszRT G. 
INGERSOLL, who says of it. “This book, 
written by a brave and honest man, is 
fiülled with brave and honest thoughts. 
The arguments 1t presents cannot be an- 
swered by all the theologians in the 
world." Price reduced to $1. 


Its 
foundation contrasted with its super- 
structure. By W. RATHBONE GREG. One 
‘of the clearest. and ablest works ever 

. written, .. $1.50. f 


The Essence of Religion. From the 
German of L. FEuERBACH. Author of th 
Essence of Christianity, etc. In cloth, 
reduced. to 50 cents. 


The Godly Women of the Bible. A 
History of all the women who figurein the 
Bible. Sharp and telling iustyle. Paper, 
50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


The Heathens of the Heath. A finely | 


written Radical romance, By Ww. Mc- 
DowNELL, author of Exeter Hall, Family 
Creeds, Day of Rest, etc. 500 pages. 


Paper, 80 cents; cloth, $1.95 


"The Holy Bible Abridged. Contain- 


ing the choice passages and lovely mor- 
ceaus particularly pleasing to: Comstock. 
169 pages. Paper, 30 cents; cloth, 50 cts. 


The Jamieson-Ditzler Debate. A 
nine-days’ debate on God, the Bible, 


Christianity, and Liberalism. Between 


W. F. Jamison and Rev. Jacos DrrzLER, 
D.D. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Proceedings and Addresses at thie 


Watkins Convention. 400 “pages 
of’ excellent Speeches and Essays. Price 
reduced to $1.00. 


Pyramid of Gizeh. The Relation of 
Ancient Egyptian Civilization to the 
Hebrew Narrativ in Genesis and Exodus, 
and the Relativ. Claims of Moses and the 
Pyramid to Inspiration Considered. By 
Van Boren Denstow, LL.D. 25 cents. 


Religion Not History. An able ex- 
amination of the Morals and Theology of 
the New Testament. By Prof. F. W. 
Newman, of the London University. 25 
cents. 


Outline of the French Revolution: 


Its Causes and Results. A clear 
and comprehensiv portrayal of this inter- 
esting portion of human history. By W. 


S. BELL. 25 cents. 
Outlines of Phrenology. By F. E. 
ASPINWALL, M Most acceptable to` 


Liberals of anything of the kind pub- 
lished. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents, 


Blakeman’s 200 Poetical Riddles. 


Price, 20 cents. 


PAINE’S WORKS. 
Paine’s Mare Works, includ- 


ing The Reason, Examination of 
E ossis Letter-to the Bisnop of Lian: 
daff, Reply to Mr Erskine, Letter to Ca- 
mille 7 ordan, etc., etc., with a life of 
Paine, and a " steel-plate portrait. 12mo 
In paper covers, $1.00; cloth, $1.50. 


Paine’s Great Works. (complete) 
in one volume. Cloth, $3.00; leather, 
$4.00; morocco, $4.50 


Paine’s Political Works, including 
Common Sense, The Crisis, and Rights x 
Man. Cloth, $1.50. 


An investiga- 
tion of true and fabulous: theology. 


Wivhout a peer in the world, Paper, 29 . 


cents, or b for $1. Cloth, 50 cents. 


The Áge of Reason and An Exam- 


‘ination of the Prophecies. Pa- 
per, 40 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Common Sense. Paine’s first work. 


15 cents. 
The Crisis. Containing numbers from 
I. to XVI. inclusiv. aper, 40 cents; 


` cloth, 75 cents, 
The Rights of Man. For the op- 
.pressed of humanity. Paper, 40 cents; 

cloth, 76 cents, 


By Reais | 


Woman; and Child,” **'The 
“Abou Far 


“de jendence; 


80) 
a lectures; 
‘bound in one beau! 
coy ‘library atyl 6 
Prive 5 fen R 
en: 


: app plications for Mr. Inge 
s Brother,” “The-Visi 
Banquet Toast,” and: the‘) 
“Tittle Harry. Miller's Gri 
been Tinted on heavy tonc 
minated border, and in larg 
ble for framing, and the foi 
to any. address, for 50cts, or 


Prose Poems and: Sek. 
new book is a gém. ` Itis s 
spect. In fact, one of thi 
best ever issued, It conta 
ebrated ** Decoration Day 
me pu blished, and all the . 
heretofore printed in vario 
. brought together till now. 
selected from the speeche; 
. ures, letters, tabl e-talks, a 
yersations of th he author. T. 
for and will be accepted by 
,&rarepersonal souvenir. ' 
"urpos8e, 2, fine steel portr awi 
ac s Je, has been pr epared especially i for it. 
silk cloth, bevele 
$ Priadi e $2.50; 
` PM library style, ie „50; 
w FOGCO, "E ilt, exquisitly fine, M ull Tu "fü 
calf, highest possible. style and finish, $9. 


The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and 
Ingersoll. 


life, price, $1.50 each. Every admirer of thea 
d es of Religious ‘Liberts. should hav them. 


tree 


&pos 


Photographs of. Colonel Ingersoll. 


Superb photographs, 22x28, $5; panel, Np 
i85. boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents ; A card, 20 ! 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Practical Experience with Poultry.: 


By Ggo.M. Davenport. This is a little book— 
a pamphlet of 32 well-filled pages, Ried only 
* a quarter,” but as full of meat as an It is. 
well called “practical,” for we find not un- 
practical in it. . Hens, ducks, pease, and na eys 
are particularly discussed and their. economica. 
breeding and keeping treatedof. There are many 
practical hints & bout keeping poultry on a large 
scale, and, all in all, it is a very useful addition to 
the poultry literature of the day. . 

TRUTH SEEKER Office, . 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


Protectioa or Free Trade 


'' An Examination of the e Tariff Question with 


.. Especial Regard to the Interests of Labor. 
BY HENRY GEORCE 


` In this book the author designs to show that 
beneficia] results would follow the apoltion 
of all tariffs on importations. 
Octavo, 360pp.; price, $1.50. 


Address THE TÆUTH SEEKER CO. 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 
^. SUBJECTS : 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL OOM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Poote, In one hand- 
some 12mo volume of nearl: 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Oloth, $3.25—in English or German 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. 


SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 

Boy Doctor, and Sponge, the Troublesome Monkey. 

Boe E. B, Foote. Five volumes, at $1 each, or $5 
n set; or B volumes in one for $2. 


PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
eA aad and cloth bound. (The fifth 
volume of “Science in Story.”) 50 cents. 


HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes.” A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages. 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. - 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam- 
phists)._ By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: "Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, advocating personal and poe blic hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; “Health in the Sun- 
beam,” consi orn the blue-glass cure—of value 
to. sick and well y mail, 10 cents each. 

HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). **TheLaw 
of Heredity by Prof. Brooks, 886 pa; Ae cloth 
bound, n “Heredity; " by Loring Mo y, 159 

ages, 'eloth T5 cents; * lThe Law of aredity,” by 
E'H H. arsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 
Haman Temperaments,’ with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote; 10 cents; * Generation before Regan- 
eration by Dr, E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; * Be 
nventions and Parlor "Meetings c during 
S EN Thi s wi Oonvention. of the 
of Heredity, 9 cen 
THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Cri t back 
in half calt; mottled sf egos, ele- 
mo- 


Cabinet size; true to. i 


83 Clinton Place, New York. 


A SrUDY 
PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY 


BY. LEWIS G. JANES. 


This book treats of the natural evolution of the 
Christian religion, its historical antecedents in 
Palestinian Judaism and Roman Paganism ; in- 
vestigates the history of the founder o: Christian- 
ity inthelight of the latest scientific criticism of 
the New Testament; shows that the true story of 
the Man Jesus, and his genuin teachings are 
separable from the later legendary accretions 
which hav confounded him with the mythical 
Christ, and traces the natural development of 
Christian dogma and ecclesiastical Uo om 
Complete references andi full index. 820pp. 8v 


cloth, gilt top. Price $1.50. 
Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER Office. 
A SKETCH OF THE LIFE 
oF 


| APOLONTUS OF TYANA, 


OR THE 
First Ten Decades of Our Era. 
BY. 
DANIEL M. TREDWELL. 
Designed to show upon the authority of Histo 
that Apollonius of Tyana performed miracles an 


spoke wise sayings equal to those attributed to 
esus Christ. 350pp., octavo, best style. Price $2.50. 


Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER office. - 
MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


OR, © 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 


Dedicated to the clergy 


BY 
H.J. SEIGNEURET, 
Secularist. 

Price, - - - - 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
SACRED MYSTERIES 


] i AMONG THE 
Mayas and the Quiches 11,500 
: -Years Ago. 


ORIGIN OF THE BIBLICAL MYTH | A 


By AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON. 
Illustrated. - - - Price, $2.50. 
For Sale at this office. 


CAPTA'NS OF INDUSTRY; 


MEN or Busuress wee’ pa SowETHING BESIDES 
Maxine Money. 


A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 
BY JAMES PARTON. 


This book contains 400 pages, plein lainly printed, 
treating of pi torty ais characters in history who hav 
helped the world; together with eight portraits. 


Mr, Parton’s works. need no commendation. They 
are standard. 
Price, - a - LO - $1.25. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
33 Olinton Place, New York. 


Price. 1:00: For'&ale at this ofice. 
ËREETHOUGHT AOVELS. - 


The Heathens of the Heath, A finel 7 


written Radical romance, By Wm. McDonne: 
Family Creeds, Day of 


author of Exeter H: 
’ Price reduced. Paper, 


500 baie 
90 conte: “cloth, $1.25. 


Family Creeds. By William McDon- 


nell, author of “Exeter Hall.” Price, cloth. 
$1.95; paper, 75 cents. 


Exeter Hall. 


ing romances of the day.’ 
cents; cloth, 80 cents, 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
ical novel of marked. abilit; . gual to 

ám Eliot’s works. By Frede acdon- 
ald. 404-pages. $1.25. ! 


The Onteast. A deep, finely written 
Radicalstory. From the London edition, By 
‘Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 


30 cents. 
All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
“The great charm of 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
this novel is its absolute fidelity i to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was s soarcely ben to ex- 
“pect to find, in such a marke ee, even 
rom so gifted a. pen as that of Miss 'ixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid stylé is familiar to 
most readers in the Freeth ought ht ranks.” Price, 
$1.50.: Address THE T H SEEKE 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT 0. ADAMS. ` 


(loth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN 


The Story Hour. . For Children and 
oum By Susan, .H. ‘Wixon. Without Super- 
stitio: Only Illustrated Freethinkers' 
Childron's Story-Book everissued. 66full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, hea 
toned paper, broad margins, uminate: 
covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1.25. 


Two Little Red Mittens, A Story of 
the Rightway Alnshouse. By Jennie Butler 
rowne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 
e Young Folks, By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
ee sor for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been d enad at a reduced price of 
$1.25, free of posta i tion has a 


‘Price, paper, 60 


oto, kor “whieh aad 
otogra) the “au or w adds v 
p^ uch to eed value: i € 


‘of the volume. 
Tae Youth’s Liberal Guide. By 


Prof. H. M. Kottinger. T A.M. Price; $1.00. "This 
uc. 


volume aims at th ation of youth in the 
princi iples of Prashant at the same time 

inculcates moral duties aud human 
int of pure reason and 


rights from a stand, 
ddress THE TRUTH 


common sense. 
SEEKER. 


i Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 
vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions 
with numerous references and citations, that 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 

: o due propositiong in the same book. © 


. build. 
* One of the most excit- |. 


IBERAL LEAGUE, 257 
[ndustrial Hall, Broad and 
87 :90. P:M, for lectures and 
&ious and social questions. 
the audience. N.B.—Truth 


Ec on hand at cheap rates, 


"SHAKSPERE. 


ikspere could not write. 

Í Francis Bacon to the Earl 

M» $1590. By Wm, HENRY 
| For sale at this office. 


FELLOWS 


is are riy educat- 
ed and legally quali- 
fied physician, and 
the most successful 
as: his practice will 
rove. He has for. 
wenty years treated 
.exclusivly all diseases 
of the Sexual @rgans, 
in the cures of which 

estands preeminent 
SPERMA ORRHGA 
and IMPOTENCY 
as the result of self- 
abuse in youth and 
sexual excesses in ma- 
‘turer years, causing 
night emissions by 
ix dreams, loss of Bexual 
" power, renderin 


d unhappy, etc., are cure 
tside application in sixty 
ME DICIN USED. Itis one 
le discoveries, which is en- 
? medical profession: It is 
E such as a pad, belt, pas- 
ance, but simply a medi- 
nally on the parts affected, 
tion. Send five Zooni stamps 
solor: " gin M informa- 
‘ellows, Vineland, N. J. 
y this adverti ment, 


s leave to say that he ig 
pronounced ¢ character, Bro. 
AEO 18 solicite 


e SHOPPEL'S MODERN HOUSES» No. 8. 
(Just Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
aintin, 
VÀ of pointi, supplement; ingeniously drawn and 
colored,: to supp he necceSsary pieces, for 
GTI inen] fv a model house, with plain directions 
for putting hem together. 
While the su plement affords both old and 
young the reatest amusement, it is more than a 
oy. It is, In n fact, a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, so exact that it is useful to 
ers. 
55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000). 
2 New Designs for Barns. 
1 New Design for a Chapel. 
Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 
(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 
: An Article on Villa Park Associations. 
BENT, POSTPAID, oN RECEIPT OF PRICE; $1. 
Address 
THS CO-0PEPATIVE BUILDING PLAN ASSO'N. 


191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


A SHOR? LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other hag 
always opposed it. 

Prine, «Bix Ua D ete: ud rod copies for 

- Or 
a. We Wish that the friends of Freethought would 
istribute thousands of these telling Pictures. 


THF MODERN BALAAM. 


Showing the Balaam of modern times to be the 
priests. fisa splendid ictorialargument. Price 
per dozen, 30 cents; per hundred, $1.50. 


CHRISTIANITY 


AREWARD FOR CEIM E. 
&ubstantiated by the Bible. 


BY 
O. B. WHITFORD, M. D. 
Price 16 Cents, | Por Dozen, $1.00, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Address . 83 Clinton Place, New "york. 


THE : 
CONVENTIONAL IIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION, 


From the German of MAX NORDAU. 


SEVENTH EDITION. 
A most powerfully written book. —Phila. poora. 
This Book is not a Book! Itis a Deed! and 
those who oppose. it My prove that they fear it.— 


Vienna No, TIR TRUTH SEEKER QO., 
88 Clinton PI., New York. 


REPLY 
TO REV. L. A. LAMBERT'S 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.” 
By B. W. Lacy. 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priest» ` 
sophistry, unfairness, and histor- 
ical misstatement. 
Pric., Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 Cents, 


dus Boston Knights 
nated George 1 E. Me gil 


Tar Grant Monument i 
oring to revive intérest | is 
$124,000 is now in hand. | 


Foe Pior Hox. E 
of Gould's Missouri; acis. 
fie Railroad, is dead. and 


**boodle" Alderm: 
will be retried. ; 


lecture field. 
‘A LABORING Imi 
Minersville, Pa.,: 
. Vented a car-brake; thai 
he claims: will stop a 
freight train going thirty- 


$75, 000 for his inventi n. 
. E Turre is quite.à scan- 
dal in Washington-over 
the exposure of a scheme |: 
to hav all Congressmen M 
dogged by the police, in 
order to obtain evidence | 
of immorality against 
them, to be used to co- i 
erce legislation. i 


Dana Conway, à son: ‘of "Moricüre ‘Di Gon: | 


way, died in Brooklyn, Nov. 22d, aged 21. 


Ir is estimated that. the revenue tax:on óleo- : 


margarine will amount to: $400, 000: for the|: 
present month- -` 
Tue will of the late Chester A. Arthur has 
been filed. It is said. the estate is valued at 
$100,000, and there are no public bequests. 
CHARLESTON was again shaken by an earth- 
“quake on the 28th. The'shock was not se- 
vere, but caused considerable consternation. 


Miss SADIE. ALLEN went through the Niag- 
ara rapids iria barrel last Sunday in company 
with Geo. Hazlett. Miss Allen is now pre- 
pared to enter a museum. 

Lewis THE Liga, a. man who claims to be 
Jesus Christ, went- into a Brooklyn church 
one day last week; and revealed himself to 
the congregation asa savior. He: was 
ejected. DC i 


Tur German Reichstag (legislature) was’ 


opened Nov. 26th, the minister of the interior 
reading the emperor’s speech from the throne. 
The emperor expressed an intention of enlarg- 
ing the German army. 


Tar Rev. John Salmon, pastor of a Toronto 
church, who is an unswerving advocate of 
the faith cure, has been obliged’ to resign be- 
cause a majority of his congregation are not 
in accord with him in this belief. 


LADY CAMPBELL, wife of Colin Campbell, a. 


noble lord of England, is suing for a divorce. 
The charges and counter-charges reveal a bad 
state of morals among thearistocracy. Camp- 
bell is the son of the duke of Argyll. 

Miss Rose ELIZABETH CLEVELAND has writ- 
ten a narrativ poem of 400 lines, which will 
soon be published. It is called ** The Dilem- 
ma of the Nineteenth Century," and treats of 
the womau question from the satirical point 
of view. 

Tux chief of the bureau of statistics at 
Washington reports upon the imports and 
exports of the United States for the. year 
ending Oct. 31, 1886, as follows :. The excess 
of merchandise exported: over that imported 
is $144,935,939; gold and silver, excess of 
‘exports, $2,223, "784. 

Some young men of this city, by way of a 
joke, told Louis Weiland, an upholsterer, that 
he had been nominated as candidate for the 
assembly, and induced him to contribute to 
campaign expenses. When Weiland learned 

- that he had been fooled, he went away, leav- 
ing a note informing his family that he had 
committed suicide. 


` anything. 


En" — atory 
this year.” .' .- 


Tm: flies! ‘on, det somebody. ede: time them ; ; 
we are too busy. : 


` Most any young man would embrace religion— 


it it is contained in the heart: of a pretty girl, 


: Iris very unhealthy for a growing boy to smoke 
tobacco—particularly if his father catches him at it. 


' Way is the average undertaker liberal? Be- 
cause when he gets a job he always sends for the 
bier.’ 

A PHYSICIAN says :'“ If a child does not thrivé on 
fresh milk, boil it." This is too severe. Why not 
spank it? 


Apam and Eve, according to the Post, were born 
on Oct. 28, 4004 B.o.. Ground was broken for the 
earth in the spring of 4003, 

: Tue rockers on a chair never stick out half so far 
behind at any other time as when a man is prowl- 
ing around in the dark barefooted. 


* WAITER, is this. an old or & new herring that 
you brought me?” **Oan't you tell?" “No.” 
“ Well, then, what difference does it make ?" 


A MADRID newspaper was seized five times 
within a week for slurs on the infant king. This 
is a free country, and "who's afraid ? The "nr of 
Spain isa sucker. oe 

‘Ina recent issue of & conteinpararyd is an article 
entitled, * How to pack a trunk." The best way 
to pack a trunk is to sit down in an easy chair and 
watch your wife do it. 


** Dip your former physician giv you a diagnosis, 
madam?” Mrs. A.: “No, doctor, he only gave me 
iron, but, I’m willing to take one if you think it 
would do me any good.” . 

A CutcaGo. minister preached last Sunday on 
* What can I do to be saved?” This is very plain- 
tiv.and pathetic, but we are not able. to suggest 
Probably a hopeless case. - 


A vouNa man out West stole money from the 
post-office in which he. was employed to pay his 
wife's dressmaking bills. He didn't rob Peter to 
pay Paul, but he robbed the mail to pay the female. 


Customer: “ But aren't the trousers too long ?" 
Tailor: “ Too long? Dey is made to fit a man ex- 
zekly your size. If your legs happen to be a drifie 
short you must quarrel mit nature—not de tailor.” 


A BRookKLyN man was awakened in the night 
and told that his wife was dead, He turned over, 
drew the coverlet closer, pulled down his nightcap, 
and muttered, as he went to sleep again : ‘ That's 
too bad. How grieved I shall be in the morning !" 


BARNUM offers twenty thousand dollars for the 
skin of a.sea-serpent, and a Harlem man is trying 
to hatch a sixty-foot snake from a jug of election 
whisky. He doesn’t hav much trouble in growing 


the snake, but it puzzles him to keep the whisky | 


from getting away. 


MissioNARY (from India): “ Yes, - dear young 
lady, I hav come to teach the American heathen 
the beauties of Buddhism.” Fashionable miss: 
“Oh, we are not heathen. You mistake.” **In- 
deed! Are you taught that in all things there is 


i Dodge 


| WEEN elaware man ‘saw the Wm, 


we;put'em in the pillory down whére.Icome from; 


we hay to:stick their heads through & hole and‘; 


fasten their hands. How long's he up for 2” 

: Ir is said that some of the Western railroads 
even control the religion along their lines. A new 
resident of Ellendale, Dakota; handed in a letter 
to one of the churches, and was asked; * Did you 
come by the Blank and ‘Blank Railroad?". ** No." 
* Do you patronize the company’s elevator at this 
station?” “No.” “$ Hav you signed a petition for 
lower freight rates?” “J. hav." “Then you had 
better take back your letter and apply to the Bap. 
tist church, two blocks down and around the cor- 
ner. That church hauls most everything by mule 
teams, while we stand in with Nus railroad. "—Wa 
Street News, 

THE HEATHEN GHOST'8 LAMENT. (WITH APOLOGIES 
TO THE ANDOVER PROFESSORS.) 
From all eternity predestined 
By a stern, inflexible will, 
: To refuse to hear a message 
Which is hidden from me still; 

Though I couldn't hearken to it, 

Since I never heard it preached, 

And my destiny forbade it . 

: Even had it to me reached ; 
Now, alas! I find my station 
In & lake:of endless fire, 
med to merciless damnation, 
Tortures terrible and dire ! 


What's my.crime I can’t discover, 
Though I've thought and thought it over, 
: Unless this be my fatal sin, 

That ere the world did first begin, . 
` And long before my own creation, 
I studied not my future fate 

Nor sought its rigor to abate | 

By pleading for annihilation ! 

But now, O woe and endless horror ! 
Too late to interpose demurrer, 

My doom is sheol’s burning vault— 
Tve let the case go by default... - 


Those men who hold the key of heaven, 
Those ancient Andover professors, 

In mercy hav their fiat given 
Worthy of a slave’s oppressors ! 

Because we've heard of no probation  - 
After death for soul of man, 

In sheol you must keep your station 
And get along as best you can. 

But hark, grave men, ner seek to tell us 
Ali the things you've never heard of; 

Lest you, like me, be damned for doubting . 
Things you never dreamed a word.of. - 


—E, Frank Lintaber in Puck. 
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- . never disturbs the governmenty. "pu ee 
more clear-sighted, since he sees nothing beyond `: 


statue at Sixth avenue.and Broadway,. héremarked: . 
to. a:friend : * That man must ‘be honest: When ` 


ood; 
inherently better, 
‘for evil has pery mistorially 


E — cto meias if this life 


yard, in new my 


and spirit—is 


x | hair.—Hylaz;1 


t piety, reputation; 
vand everything that can 
~ serve to ‘conduct him ‘to virtue. 3 bat superstition 
hence, Atheism 


“over: the: üderstauddbge.o£ so: 


the boundaries of the ‘present life.—Lord. Bacon, 


-BrNoE no man of common sense; hen he pulls 
down his house for the purpose of rebuilding 1t; 
fails to provide himself with some shelter while 
the work is in progress, 80, before demolishing the 
spacious, if not commodious; mansion of his. old 
beliefs, Descartes thought it wise to equip himself 
with what he calls “une morale par provi: ? fa 
rule of guidance to serve in the mean time ?]; by 
which he resolved to govern his practical! life until 


such time as he should be better instructed. The . 


laws of this “ provisional self-government ? are 
embodied in four maxims, of. which one binds our 


philosopher to submit himself to the Jaws and re- ` 


ligion in which he was brought up; another, to 
act, on all those occasions which call for action, 
promptly and according to the. best of his judg- 
, Ment, and to. abide, without repining, by ‘the re- 
‘sult: a third rule is to seek happiness in limiting 
his desires, rather than in attempting to satisfy 
them; while the last is to make the search after 
, truth the business of his life —Huxley’s Lay Ser- 
mons, 


INFINIT punishment is inflnit cruelty, endless 
‘injustice, immortal meanness. To worship an 
eternal jailer hardens, debases, and pollutes the 
soul While there is one sad and breaking heart 
in the universe, no perfectly good being can be 
perfectly happy. Against the. heartlessness of 
| this doctrin every grand and generous soul should 
enter its solemn protest. I want no part in any 
heaven where the saved; the ransomed, there- 
deemed, drown with merry shouts the.cries and 
sobs of hell—in which happiness forgets misery— 
! where the tears of the lost increase laughter and 
deepen the dimples of joy. The idea of hell was 
! born of ignorance, brutality, fear, cowardice, and: 
‘revenge. This idea tends to show that our remote 
ancestors were the lowest beasts. Only from dene, 
lairs, and caves—only' from mouths filled with. 
fangs—only from hearts of fear and hatred—only 
from the conscience of hunger and lust—only from 
the lowest and most debased, would come: this 
most cruel, heartless, and absurd of all dogmas.— 
R. G. Ingersoll. 


CHRISTIANITY has dwarfed humanity by its mys- 
ticism. Every attempt of man to reconcile the 
things that are not seen with those which are has 
been thwarted by “the mystery of divine things.” 


He was told that it was not designed for him to . 


know “ the hidden mysteries.” It was blasphe- 
mous for him to attempt to look into the oracles 
of God. In short, it was sinful to seek explana- 
tions and insist upon evidence and the reasonable- 


ness of things. ‘‘ Reasonableness had nothing to - 


do with sacred mysteries."— W. S. Bell. 


Waar fear we then? What doubt we to incense 
His utmost ire ? which; to the hight enraged, 
Will either quite consume us and reduce 
To nothing this essential; happier far 
Than miserable to hav eternal being ! 
Or, if our substance be indeed divine, 
And cannot cease to be, we are at worst 
On this side nothing. - 
SAnS ; —Milton’s Paradise Lost, 
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lotes and Clippings. 


_A Nave@aruvox saloon-keeper has just 
bought a church. His application for a li- 
cense was objected to on the ground that his 
saloon would be too near the church. He 
did away with that objection by purchasing 


the church. 


„Tar superior: of. the “ Oblat Fathers,” of 
Quebec, has officially notified the Knights of 
Labor in his province that unless they re- 
nounce the order they will not be allowed to 
participate in the sacrament. The indications 
are that many Knights will go sacramentless. 


Tux clergy of St. Louis advised all their 
customers not to go and hear the American 
Opera Company because the ballet is one of 
the attractions. We will wager a trifle, how- 
ever, that every minister in the city who can 
sneak in unseen was found in the bald-headed 
row on the first night. : 


* How do you like that new minister of ' 
yours ?” asked Deacon Snaggs of Elder Berry. 
* Im afraid he’s too powerful. We can't 
stand it.” ‘‘ How's that?” ** Well, you see, 


' he preached a trial sermon on salvation, and 


every unrepentant sinner in the audience 
came up in front and joined the church.. So 
we engaged him. The next Sunday he 
preached on the duty of marriage, and every 
old bachelor and widower in the congregation 


-hooked on to an old maid and was married 


before Saturday night. He got a $5 fee out 
of every couple. But the worst came last 
Sunday. He preached upon the duty of giv- 
ing all to the Lord, and I hope I may never if 


rying around the contribution baskets, they 


were so loaded: down with silver. When the 
congregation was dismissed, it was just. like 
leaving a faro bank—there wasn'ta cent in 
the crowd. The house had all the money. 
We can’t stand such eloquence.” 


Ruopzs CLEMENTS, a farmer living n near 
Leavenworth, Kan., attended a revival meet- 
ing last week and was converted. On his way 
home in company with a religious lunatic, he 
developed violent. insanity, killed his com- 
panion with a club, and when found had torn 
the dead man’s heart from his body and was 
devouring it like a wild beast. 
powered and placed in an asylum. Two 
other men in the neighborhood . hav since 
gone crazy owing to the prevailing: religious 
excitement. 


AnousisHor Warsa, of Dublin, recently re- 
fused to take the oath upon a Protestant 
Testament; on the grounds that he did not 
believe in it, and his testimony was taken 
unsworn, but stil, in the boasted free 
America, our attention has recently been 
called to a publie ‘school teacher who in- 
sisted on a Catholic child conforming to her 
ritual, the reading of the Protestant Bible, 
and the repeating of the Lord’s Prayer, as 
the introduction to the day’s work. Has not 
the Catholic child in the American public 
schools rights in this direction as well as the 
Catholic bishop in a Dublin Court ?— Unity. - 


AcooRbiNe to Archdeacon Farrar “ in India 
the English hav made one,hundred drunkards 
for one Christian, and ; girding the earth 
with drunkenness." But the archdeacon need 
not stop here. In China the English hav 


two old deacons didn't sprain their backs car: | made two hundred opium smokers and eaters 


He was over- 


or one Christian, and are girding the earth 
with opium fumes. Every subject has its 
pessithistic side; and Christianity—nominal 
Christianity as involved in a Christianized 
civilization—is under heavy indictments, and 
despite what we hear about tlie morality of 
the nations in some quarters, matters are not 
mending.. Quite the reverse.—Christian: at 
Work.' 

Taere were temporarily relieved during 
the year 1885 in New York state over 60,000 
persons at an expense of over $733,600. There 
were relieved and supported in town and 
county almshouses during the same time over 
182,300 persons, at an expense of over $2,002,- 
700; making a total of money paid out for 
the relief of this great army of nearly 200,000 
people over $2,786,400. The number of 
insane being supported by public charity in 
this state, Oct. 1, 1885, was, 12,707. "This.is 
an increase since 1880 of 8.170. The current 
expenses for care of idiots was nearly. $66,- 
000; for. the blind, nearly $110,000; in or- 
phan ‘asylums and homes for the friendless in 
this state, Oct. 1, 1885, there were nearly 
80,000 persons, at an expense of $5,368,878. 


Ir is so very seldom that a minister of the 
gospel stands up for more liberty of speech 
than is sufficient to make a Protestant that 
the Rev. O. ©. McCulloch, pastor of the 
largest congregation in Indianapolis, must 
hav a large credit mark for concluding a re- 
cent sermon by expressing the opinion that 
the trial of the Chicago Anarchists had: been 
condueted nnfairly, and that their conviction 


was unwarranted. In making the statement,’ 


he said that the matter had been preying on 
his mind for some time, and he had deter- 
mined to express his views, although they 


would probably not be approved by any 
member of his congregation. He believed 
the Anarchists were entitled to a new trial. 
Mr. McCulloch was a collegiate classmate of 
the Rev. Samuel P. Putnam, ex-Congrega- 
tional and ex-Unitarian preacher, at present 
the efficient and self-sacrificing secretary of 
the American Secular Union. | 


“Waar we need in our church is less 
preaching of prohibition and more preaching 
of honesty," was the exclamation of a busi- 
ness man to a friend who took the vacant 


Seat beside the speaker on a train from Con- 


necticut into New York. This rather re- 
markable comment was the answer the friend 
received when he asked the business man 
what he had that jingled so in the heavy bag 
that was taken from the seat to make room. 
“ This bag," continued the business man, 
“contains punched, clipped, and abased 
coins, and I am going to New York to sell 
the lot for what they will fetch. Oh,no. I 
didn’t take them in my business, but in an- 
other way, in which I couldn’t refuse them. 
You see I am treasurer of our church, and 
these dimes and nickels and other coin were 
put from time to time in the contribution 
box. When clipped and pucched coin began 


.to be refused they began to make their ap. 


pearance in our boxes when the collections 
were taken up. I suppose we hav taken in a 
hundred dollars’ worth of this coin;at its face 
value. Iam going to suggest to our minister 
that he stop preaching prohibition for a while 
and giv us a sermon on petty dishonesty. 
Our church. isn't peculiar in this respect 
either. The treasurer of one of ‘the other 
churches in town tells me that he ij bothered 
in the same way.” we 


Gomnanications. 


The Fathers of Our Republic. 


_ WASHINGTON. 

Washington, in early life, held allegiance to the 
Church ‘of England; Washington; in his maturer age, 
was connected with no church. Washington, the 
young Virginia planter, might, perhaps, with some 
degree of truthfulness, hav been denominated a 
Christian; Washington, the soldier, statesman, and 
sage, was not a Christian, but a Deist. 

The present generation has derived its knowledge 
of this celebrated man chiefly from two biographers, 
Weems and Sparks. ‘Both writers were clergymen, 
and both class him as a Christian. Weems's “ Life oi 
Washington,” the delight of many an American boy, 
a work made up of histori¢al facts, highly colored, 
and interwoven with traditional stories and anec- 
dotes, has long since been discarded as an authority. 
Sparks’s “Life of Washington” is a more reliable 
work. But, before accepting Sparks as an authority 
in this case, it may be well to remember the stand. 
point from which his claim is made. Sparks was a 
Unitarian—one who utterly rejects the dogmas oi 
Bible inspiration and Christ's divinity, as understood 
by orthodox Christians; who defines Christianity as 
“one with the absolute religion of nature and rea- 
son," and who recognizes as a Christian every good 
man, regardless of his theological belief. Will the 
evangelical Christian accept this conception of Chris- 
tianity as correct? I think not. If he cannot, then 
he cannot consistently urge the acceptance of a state- 
ment based upon it, and the testimony of Sparks falls 
to the ground. 

In the political documents, correspondence, and 
other writings of Washington, few references to th« 
prevailing religion of his day are found. In no in 
stance has he expressed a disbelief in the Christian 
religion; neither can there be found in ali his writ- 
ings a single sentence that can with propriety be 
construed into an acknowledgment of its claims. 
Says the Catholic World: ‘In all the voluminous 
writings of General Washington the holy name ol 
Jesus Christ is never once written" Once or twice 
he refers to Christianity in complimentary terms, but 
in these compliments there is nothing inconsistent 
with the conduct of a conscientious Deist. Relig- 
ions, like their adherents, possess both good and bad 
qualities, and Christianity is no exception. While 
there is much in it deserving the strongest condem- 
nation, there is also much that commands the respect 
and even challenges the admiration of Infidels. 
Occupying the position that Washington did, enjoy 
ing, as he did, the confidence and support of Chris 
tians, it was not unvatural™that he should indulge in 
a few friendly allusions to their religious faith. 

In his * Farewell Address,” the last and best polit. 
ical paper he gave the public, the Christian religion 
is not once named. In this work he manifests the 
fondest solicitude for the future of his country. Hir 
sentences are crowded with words of warning and 
fatherly advice. But he does not seem to be im 
pressed with the idea that the safety of the govern. 
ment or thé happiness of the people depends upon 
Christianity. He recommends & cultivation of the 
religious sentiment, but evinces no paitiality for the 
popular faith. 

He was one of the leading spirits in molding our 
present form of government, presiding over the con- 
vention that franied our Constitution. His influence 
was very great, and the greatest deference was paid 
io his opinions. Had he desired it, he could un. 
doubtediy hav had the government established upon a 
‘Christian foundation; and bad he been a very zeal- 
ous adherent of that faith, it is not unreasonable to 
suppose that he would hav done so, or at least hav 
favored some recognition of its claims in the Consti- 
tution. But he did not utter a word in its behalf. 

Above his official signature as president of the 
United States appears this important declaration: 

The government of the United States is not in any sense 
founded on the Christian religion (Treaty with Tripoli). . 

He further solemnly declares that “the United 
States is not a Christian nation any more than it is a 
Jewish or a Mohammedan nation,” referring to it, of 
course, in a political, and not in a religious, sense. 

Every child is familiar with the story of Washing- 
ton praying at Valley Forge. The Peter Parleys 
who write historical romances and label them 
“school histories" hav repeated it as a historical 
fact. But it is false. It bears the stamp of fiction 
on its face, and is of itself sufficient to excite the 
suspicion that Washington was not a religious man. 
Unable to prove that he was in the habit of p:aying 
in public, unable to cite a single instance of his ever 
having uttered a prayer in his family, this pious tale 
was fabricated. Intelligent Christians are ashamed 
of it. The Rev. E. D. Neill, of the Episcopal 
church, whose father's uncle owned the building oc- 
cupied by Washington at Valley Forge, thus writes: 

There is a story about Washington being found in the 
woods in winter-time in prayer by the owner of the house 


which he used as his headquarters at Valley Forge, which I 
would like to believe, if it were not so improbable, and if it 


had not been first put in print by the eccentric and not v 
accurate Episcopal minister, Rev. Morgan L. Weems. `.. 
With a capacious and comfortable house at his disposal, it is 
hardly possible that the shy; silént, cautious Washington 
should leave such retirement and enter the leafless woods. in 


| the vicinity of the winter encampment of an army, and en- 


gagé in audible prayer. - : 
Referring to the same subject, Rev. Minot J. Sav- 
age, of Boston, in a recent sermon, says: f 


_The pictures that represent him on his knees in the winter 


forest at Valley Forge are even silly caricatures. Washing- 
ton was, at least, not sentimental, and he had nothing about 
him of the pharisee that displays his religion at street ccr- 
ners or out in the woods in the sight of observers, or where 
his portrait could be taken by ‘: our special artist.” 


Even admitting that he did offer prayer at Valley 


Forge, there is no evidence that he ever resorted to | 
its use again. The language he used at Monmoutb | 


a few months later was not; the language of prayer. 
And even were it true that he habitually prayed, this 
would not demonstrate his faith in Christianity, for 
Deists, many of them, pray. 

A century ago, it was the custom of all classes, 
irrespectiv of their religious beliefs, to attend church. 
Washington, adhering to the custom, attended. But 
it was noticed that whenever the administration ol 
the sacrament took place, instead of partaking of the 
Lord's Supper, as a good Christian would hav done, 
he invariably arose and retired. A certain minister, 
fearing that such conduct on the part of so distin. 
guished a person would hav a dangerous influence, 
took occasion to offer a mild rebuke. Washington 
quietly observed that he would giv the reverend gen- 
tleman no further trouble, aud thereafter, on com- 
munion duys, he remained at home. 

Bishop White, of Philadelphia, the most eminent 
divine of his age in America, and a contemporary and 
acquaintance of Washington, in his ** Memoirs” says: 

I do not believe that any degree of recolection will bring 
to my mind any fact which would prove General Washington 
10 hav been a believer in thé Christian revelation further than 
as may be hoped from his constant attendance upon Christian 
worship, in connection with the general reserve of his char- 
acter. Although I was often in company witb this 
great man. and had the honor of dining often at his table, ] 
never heard ànything from him that could manifest his 
opinion on the subject of religion. ibi dr 

This statement does not afford positiv. proof of 
Washington's disbelief, but is certainly strong pre- 
sumptiv evidence of its truth. It is hardly possible 
to suppose that he could hay been a believer and hav 
let his most intimate Christian associates remain iu 
total ignorance of the fact. Bishop White indulges 
a faint hope that he may hav been; but this hope is 
simply based on his “constant attendance" at church, 
and when we consider how large a proportion of 
those who attend church are unbelievers, that many 
of our most radical Freethinkers are regular church- 
goers, there are very small grounds, I think, upon 
which to indulge even a hope. But even this “ con 
stant attendance” on the part of ‘Washington cannot 
be accepted without some qualification. For, while 
it is true that he often attended church, be was by 
no means a constant attendant. Not only did he un- 
formly absent himself on communion days, but. the 
entries in his diary show that he remained away for 


several Sundays in succession, spending his time at | 


home reading and writing, riding out into the coun- 
try, or in visiting his friends. 

The closing years of his life, save the last two, 
were passed in l'biladelphia, he being then president 
of the United States. While there he attended the 
Episcopal church, of which the Rev. Dr. Abercrombie 
was rector. Dr. Abercrombie was intimately ac- 
quainted with him, and probably knew as much about 
his religious opinions as any person. Upon after- 


, ward being interrogated as to his illustrious auditor's 


religious views, his empbatic reply was, a 

“Sir, Washington was a Deist.” 

Washington rarely attended, as we hav seen, any 
church but the Episcopal; hence, if any denomina- 
tion of Christians could claim him as an adherent, it 
was this one. . Yet, here we hav two of its most dis- 
tinguished representativs, the one not knowing what 
his belief was, the other disclaiming him and assert- 
ing that he was a Deist. " : 

In 1831, the Rev. Dr. Willson, a noted Presbyte- 
rian divine, of Albany, N. Y., preached a sermon de- 
ploring the fact that the founders of our nation were, 
for the most part, Infidels—that, of the presidents, 
not one had professed a belief in Christianity. Of 
Washington he said: 

Washington was a man of valor and wisdom. He was es- 
teemed by the whole world as a great and good man; but he 
was not a professing Christian. i 

The sermon appeared in the Albany daily Adver- 
tiser, and attracted the attention of Robert Dale 
Owen, then a young man. Mr. Owen called to see 
Dr. Willson in regard to the statement. When the 
object of his visit was announced, the doctor frankly 
remarked, “As I conceive that truth is truth, whether 
it be for us or against us, I will not conceal from you 
any information on this subject, even such as I hav 
not given to the public.” He then proceeded to 
recount evidence he had gathered from personal 
friends of Washington, and other sources, which 
fully convinced Mr. Owen that the statement made 
in his sermon.was true beyond a doubt. In conclu- 
sion Dr. Willson said: : 


ry. 


I hav perused every line that he [Washington] ever gave to 
the public, and I do not find one expression in which he 


| pledges himself as a believer in Christ ianity. Ithink anyone . 


who will candidly do as ] hav done, will come to the conclu- 
sion that he was a Deist and nothing more. 


Some years ago I received & letter from the Hon. 
A. B. Bradford, of Pennsylvania, relativ to this sub- 
ject. - Mr. Bradford was at one time a prominent 
clergyman in the Presbyterian church, and was ap- 
pointed by President Lincoln consul to Japan. He 
says: 

I know Dr. Wilson personally, and hav entertained him at 
my house, on which occasion he said, in my hearing, what 
my relativ, the Rev. Dr.-Ashbell Green, of Philadelphia, 
trequently told me in his study, viz., that during the time 
that Congress sat in that city, the clergy, suspecting from 
good’ evidence: that; Witshington' was not a believer in the 
Bible as a revelation from heaven, laid'a plan to extort from 
him a confession, either pro or con, but that the plan failed. 
Dr. Green was chaplain tu Congress during all the time of its 
sitting in Philadelphia; dined with the president on special 
invitation nearly every weck ; was well acquainted with him, 
and after he had been dead and gone many ears, often said, 


in my hearing, though very sorrowiully, of course, that’ 


while Washington was very deferential to religion and its 
ceremonies, like nearly all the founders of the republic, he 
was not a Christian, but a Deist. 


After Washington’s death, Jefferson made the fol- 
lowing entry in his journal: 


Dr. Rush told me that when the clergy addressed General 
Washington, on his departure from the government, it was 
observed in their consultation that he had never, on any oc- 
casion, said a word to the public which showed a belief in 
the Christian religion, and they thought they should so pen 
their address as to force him at length to disclose publicly 
wheiher he was a Christian or not. However, he observed, 
the old fox was too cunning for them. He answered every 
article of their address particularly, exec pt that, which he 
passed over without notice (Jefferson's Works, vol. iv, p. 572). 


Jefferson further says : 


Iknow that.Gouverneur Morris, who claimed to be in his 
secrets, and believed himself to be so, has ofien.told me that 
general Washington believed no more in that system [Chris- 
üanity] than he did (1bid). > A 

Judge J. B. Stallo, now minister to Italr, in an ar- 
gument before the Superior Court of Cincinnati, 
made use of these words: be eae 


` The men who assembled in Philadelphia to frame our Con- 


stitution were, many of them, imbued with the spirit of 


Freethought then prevalent. lam not without apprehension 
that this will be found ‘to be true, fo a certain extent, of 
George Washington—clarum et venerabile numen—Wwho pre- 
sided in that convention ; that when you turn to the reliable 
accounts of the rhetoricians, who hav seen fit to meddle with 
it, the suspicion will arise that be would hardly hav sub- 
scribed to any of the dogmatic creeds of the day. MA 

"The Rev. M. J. Savage says: " Those best quali- 
fied to testify tell us that he [Washington] was de- 
cidedly Liberal in his theology in his mature man- 
hood; and we know he was not shocked by the 
teachings of Thomas Paine. That he trusted in 
God, believed in a providence that in some large way 
guided human destiny, is, doubtless, true; but that 
he was an evangelical Christian is almost certainly 
not true." : 
`. Theodore Parker, referring to Washington, writes: 
“Silence is a figure of speech, and in the latter years 
of his life I suppose his theological opinions were 
those of John Adams, Dr. Franklin, and ‘Thomas 
Jefferson." s 

That during all the maturer years of his life Wash- 
ington was adivbeliever in Christianity, the testimony 
that I hay adduced is, I think, iirefutable. Was he 
ever a Christian communicant? In early life he may 
hav been, but there is no evidence that he was. It is 
true that for a time he held the position of vestry- 
man, but this, being merely a temporal cffice in the 
parish, did not necessitate his being a communicant, 
or even a believer in Christianity. 

The “People’s Library of Information” contains 


' the following: : 


The question has been raised as to whether any one of our 
presidents was a communicant in a Christian church? There 
is a tradition that Washington asked permission of a Presby- 
terian minister in New Jersey to unite in communion. But 
itis only a tradition. Washington was a vestryman in the 
Episcopal church. But that oftice required no more piety 
than it would to be mate of a ship. There is no account of 
his communing in Boston, or in New York, or Philadelphia, 
or elsewhere, during the Revolutionary struggle. 

Early in the present century, the rector of the 
Episcopal church of Alexandria instituted an exhaustiv 
investigation for the purpose of discovering, if pos- 
sible, some proof of Washington having been a com- 
munieant. Letters of inquiry were addressed to his 
relativs and friends. But his efforts were unsuccess- 
ful. He says: “I found no person who had ever 
communed with him.” 


The Rev. E. D. Neill, in the Episcopal Recorder, 
says: 

The president [Washington] was not a communicant, not- 
withstanding all the pretty stories to the contrary, and, after 
the close of the sermon on sacramental Sundays, had fallen 
into the habit of retiring from the church while his wife re- 
miined and communed. 


Had Washington been a.Christian it is reasonable 
to suppose that on his death-bed, at least, he would 
hay let fall from bis lips some word revealing the 
fact, conscious as he was from the first that his sick- 
ness must prove fatal. We hav the certificate of Dr.. 


‘Craik and Dr. Dick, the physicians who attended him: 


during his last illness, and this shows that he made 
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.no recognition of Christ or Christianity... This is cor- 
roborated by the testimony of Washington's private 
secretary, Mr. Tobias Lear. l 

Robert Dale Owen says: “It is well known that 
the patriot on his death-bed sought none of the con- 
solations of religion, and it has been confidently 
stated to me that he actually refused spiritual aid 
when it was proposed to send for a clergyman.” ` 

With the simple words, “I am not afraid to go,” 
the hero of a dozen battle-fields surrendered: 

Jonn E. Remspoure. 
(CONCLUDED NEXT WEEK.) ` 
—_——_ — nr 


Evolution and Spontaneous Generation. 


When I made a. brief criticism upon two points in 
Mr. Watts's interesting articles on “ Evolution and 
Special Creation," I felt sure that my positions were 
correct, though well aware that his knowledge of the 
subject was much greater than mine. I hav read Mr. 
Watts’s comments several times over, and it still 
looks to me exactly as it did before. ` : 

He says, " The-evolution of the living from the 
non living must be' a part of the great scheme.” The 
“ non-living" must be dead, and that the dead can 
evolve itself into the living seems to me a contradic- 
tion. Certainly, the “non-living” cannot form or 
enter into a scheme to suscitate itself. The terms 
* [iving," “non living,” and “scheme” would seem to 
be as unscientific as “spontaneous generation." 

Mr. Watts inquires, * For, otherwise, how did the 
living originate?" 

We might first ask where life originated, and the 
probable answer would be that life began in the 
open world, where all the forces and powers of nat- 
ure were activ, not in a hermetically sealed receptacle, 
where all the conditions of life are carefully excluded. 
Organic life originated by evolution. The gradations 
from the inorganic to the organic are probably 

‘infinitesimal. There is probably no more prospect of 
our ever seeing the lowest and minutest organisms 
than there is of seeing the ultimate molecules of 
the substances of which they are composed, Organ- 
isms must originate in living, nof in non-living, mat- 
ter, and just so far as precautions are taken to 
prevent there being any possibility of living germs or 
sources of life in the substances experimented with, 
just so far it is rendered impossible that living 
organisms should be produced. Accordingly, Pro- 
fessor Tyndall, Pasteur, and others who have repeated 
ail these experiments thousands of times, under 
“test” conditions, hav obtained no results. The 
method is unscientific. It claims to get the greatest 
results under the most unfavorable conditions. In 
fact, at the exact point where—if the experimenter 
has made no mistake—it has been rendered impos- 
sible that there should be any result whatever. 

The experiments of Dr. Bastian and others can hav 
no bearing upon the original production of life, be- 
cause they hav all been made upon infusions of the 
flesh or excretions of animals, or of turnips, hay, or 
some vegetable already in existence. All Dr. Bas- 
tias's experiments on “The Beginnings of Life ”—if 
we admit his theory—would suggest is that the first 
organisms made their appearance in an infusion of 
beef or of turnips, and the question would still remain 
where the beef and turnips came from. No experi- 

' ment has yet been made which givs the faintest inti- 
mation that organisms will appear in purely inorganic 
substances. Pasteur and Tyndall hav shown that 
fermentation and decomposition result from minute 

' organisms and that these organisms are developed 
from germs which are floating in the air. Tyndall 
says: “ Leeuwenhoek estimates the population of a 
single drop of stagnant water at 500,000,000; prob- 
ably the population of a drop of our turbid infusion 
would be this many times multiplied.” If these are 
the dimensions of the complete organisms, what must 
be the size of the germs from which they are evolved? 
And yet the whole theory of spontaneous generation 
depends, for verification, upon the supposition that 
Dr. Bastian succeeded, in his numerous experiments, 
in excluding every one of these germs and that yet 
organisms (evolved germs) appeared. Professor 
T yudall and Pasteur hav repeated these experiments 
thousands of times, continuing them for years, and 
not in one instance, where atmospheric germs were 
excluded, was there a sign of putrefaction or of bac- 
terial life, of which putrefaction is a result. 

It is agreed, on both sides of this controversy, that 
so far as knowledge extends the germ theory is true. 
Mr. Watts admits that Pouchet found organisms in 
his tubes because (as Pasteur showed) he failed to 
exclude these atmospheric germs. What’ Pouchet’s 
experiments contained was not evidence of. sponta- 
neous generation, but evidence that he had made a 
mistake; and yet Mr. Watts would seem to hold that 
some other man’s probable mistakes, which hav not 
yet been exposed, are to be taken as evidence of 
spontaneous generation. f 

Professor Tyndall has done the same service for 
Dr. Bastian that Pasteur has for Pouchet. Let 
anyone of a logical and scientific turn ọf mind read 
Dr. Bastiau's “Beginnings of Life" and then read 
Tyndali’s * Floating Matter of the Air,” and I think 

she will find about as much left in support of Aetero- 


genesis as there was left to support Spiritualism in 
last winter’s experiments at Liberal—after the fire. 
The philosophical way is to let evolution cover the 
entire ground; to concede, on the most extended 
evidence, that the processes of nature are continuous 
and uniform, and not, as soon as we get as far as we 
can see at present, conclude that the continuity is 
broken and there has been a sudden jump out of the 
darkness. Every.inference of that kind has been 
proved a mistake, as far as experiments hav proved 
anything, and there are oceans of room for more 
mistakes, and no prospect of a discovery. 

The other proposition, that man is the last and high- 
est of the animal creation, is simply a matter of fact. 
That man is now the highest no one questions. 
That he is the termination of the evolutional series 
to which. he belongs and hence must hav been the 
last of that series is also true. The reason he is the 
highest is that he is capable of indefinit improvement 
without specific change, and that he has been on thi- 
earth, and advancing, so long that all other species 
of mammals which, in early Pliocene times, were hir 
contemporaries, hav disappeared, and their descend. 
ants evolved into new species. vo 

I contented myself with Professor Huxley's state 
ment because he never overstates, and, if he is almost 
—if not quite—alone, as Mr. Watts thinks, it wili 
probably be found that nearly all recent writers hav 
stated the case stronger than he has. 

For instance, take this extract from Professo 
Fiske's ** Excursions of an Evolutionist,” pp. 32-34: 

Among the mammalia the first species that has continued 
to liv down to the present time—namely, the African hip- 
popotamus, in the upper Pliocene strata of Auvergne. . . . 
Now, from the fact that of these Pliocene mammals, every 
one has long since become extinct except the hippopotamus, 
Mr. Dawkins proceeds to argue that it is not likely that man 
inhabited Europe at that period. The alleged instances. 
three in number, of the recurrence of human remains in 
Pliocene strata, he pronounces unsatisfactory. And he does 
not even mention the brilliant investigations of the Geolog. 
ical Survey of Portugal, which hav brought to light flint im- 
plements, of undoubted human workmanship, in grea! 
‘abundance in the Pliocene strata of that country, buried 
under 1.200 feet of superincumbent rock. "These discoveries 
set forth by M. Bibeiro, in 1871, are cited by Professor Whit- 
ney as furnishing conclusiv evidence of the presence of man 
in Portugal during the Pliocene period. Professor Whitnes 
bas collected a great amount of evidence which seems to 
prove that man existed in California at an equally remote 
date. Now, it is perfectly clear that the human race must 
hav existed for a long time before it could become xo widely 
dispersed over the earth as to occupy countries as distapi 
from each other as California and Portugal. For the. firsi 
appearance of man on the earth we must go, therefore, far 
back in the Pliocene period, at auy rate, aud if we are to 
find the missing link, the primordial stock of primates from 
Which man has been derived, we must undoubtedly look for 
it in the Miocene. 

It seems. important that we should hav, as far as 
possible, a correct statement of what the theory ol 
evolution really implies. You ask the first intelh- 
gent mau you meet what he understands by Darwin- 
ism, and he will probably tell you it is the theory that 
man descended froma monkey. But what it does 
imply, is only that man, with the other primates, at 
a remote period, had a common ancestry. Man is 
not the termination of the animal kingdom as it 
exists now, but only of a particular branch or evolu- 
tional series, which diverged from the common stock 
millions of ages ago. "There were higher apes in the 
Miocene than now. Retrogression is almost as con- 
spieuous a fact in paleontological history as progres- 
sion. . D. PRIESTLEY. 

Milwaukee, Or. 
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The Constitutional Right of Women to Vote. 
The adoption of this Constitution of the United 
States as the fundamental law thereof placed all citi- 
zens on an equality before the law. 
No privileged class is known to this instrument of 
justice. “This Constitution and the laws of the 
United States which shall be made in pursuance 
thereof shall be the supreme law of the land," but 
al laws enacted by Congress and the legislatures 
which do not accord with it shall be null and void. 

Art. xiv, sec. 1, of this document says: * All per- 
sons born or naturalized in the United States, and 
subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the 
United States and the state wherein they reside. No 
state shall make or enforce any law which shall 
abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of 
the United States; nor shall any state deprive any 
person of life, liberty, or property without due pro- 
eess of law, nor deny to any person within its juris- 
dietion the equal protection of the law." 

Do our state laws admit that all persons born or 
naturalized in the United States, and subject to the 
jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States 
and the state wherein they reside? Yes. 

If so, are women who are born in the United 
States, and subject to the jurisdietion thereof, citi- 
zens of the United States and the state wherein they 
reside? Yes. 

Has any state a Constitutional right to make or 
enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or 
immunities of female citizens of the United States? 
Does this Constitution in any way debar woman suf- 
frage? No. : 

Art. xiv, sec. 1, reads thus: “The right of citi- 


portion shall do all the voting ? 


zens of the United States to vote shall not be 
denied or abridged by the United States or by any 
state on account of race, color, or previous condition | 
of servitude." 


Does the Constitution of the United States giv 


any state the authority to make or enforce any law 
which shall deny or abridge the right of citizens of 
the United States to vote on account of sex? 


No. 
Art. i, sec. 2, says: “The House of Representativs 


shall be chosen every second year by the people of 
the several states." 


Does the word people here imply that the male 
No. 
Art. iv, sec. 4, of this document says: “The United 


States shall guarantee to every state in this Union & 
republican form of government.” Do we understand 
by this article that ihe representativs shall be elected 
by only half the people? 


No. 
Does the Constitution of the United States deny 


any privileges or immunities to women that it con- 
'cedes to men? 


Does it in any way guarantee tke 
male citizens a legal right to legislate for the female 
citizens “in all cases whatsoever?" No. 

Does the law of suffragein the state constitutions 
aequiesce with the laws of suffrage in the United 
States Constitution? No. T 

If not, are the state laws of suffrage valid and 
binding? No. . 

Is not the word male in the state laws or suffrage 
erroneous and unconstitutional? Yes. 

Does the Constitution of the United States need 
an amendment granting female suffrage any more. 
than it needed an amendment granting male suf- 
frage? It is the state constitutions that need an 
amendment, by canceling the word male, thereby 
making them acquiesce with the fundamental law 
that knows no privileged class. Is it exactly the fair 
thing to count us as persons when the representativs 
are apportioned among the several states? I think 
not. And is not tbis one-sided legislation only an 
assumed power? How can it be otherwise when 
there is not one article, section, clause, or word in all 
the Constitution of the United States that concedes 
io male citizens any privileges or immunities that it 
denies to female citizens? 

This.is the authority on which I demanded my 
right to vote at the general election in Clarinda, 
Lowa, November 2, 1886, and I was denied the priv- 
uege the United States Constitution givs me by a 
state law, and I will test the constitutionality of the 
case in the courts. K 

History teaches that old empires fell because their 
governors forgot to put justice into their govern- 
ments. When a government falls for want of justice, 
it “ falls, hke Lucifer, never to hope again.” 

An ex-representativ told me that woman suffrage 
never could be established by litigation; that we bad 
better spend our money in good literature on the 
subject. Surely, “a Daniel come to judgment; yea, 
a Daniel.” Suid representativ may hold his breath 
until the coming of the * second Daniel." 

The opponents of female suffrage want us to con- 
tent ourself writing for justice and begging for a 
legislativ corner, and the more we write and beg, the 
more they are pleased and amused, for they very well 
know we neither hav to beg nor assume, but demand 
the privileges and immunities that the Constitution 
of the United States givs us. 

“Put justice into this government,” is the cry of 
the “ninety and nine” to-day, and it will be done, for 
the majority will eventually rule, and the present in- 
justice will fall, as did his satanic majesty , * never to 
hope again,” and 

The night so dreary and dark and long 
At last shall the morning bring, 
And over the land the vietor's song 
Of the nwety and nine shall ring. 
Yours, for constitutional justice, 

Clarinda, Ia. Mrs. Lipa Jogxsox. 

P.S.—We will be very grateful to any members of 
the bar who think this subject worthy of note if 
they will express their views on these questions 
through the columns of this paper. L. J. 

——— —— —9-4-——————— 
A New Twist of Revelation. 

The origin of man as described in Genesis having 
been published in Tue Truta Sxrkrm, I will offer a 
theory of human destiny on this plauet as described 
in the book of Revelation. We hav the figure of a 
scarlet beast with seven heads and ten horus, and of 
a woman who is named, in big letters, the mother 
of harlots and abominations of the earth. It is ex- 
plained that the seven heads are as many kings; 
probably the seven empires that hav dominated the 
civilized world and passed away. Tue beast wil 
be the eighth, is of the seven, and his empire is yet 
to be established. It is well kuown to hav been the 
leading ambition of Peter the Great to establish just 
such an empire with Russian domination, aud he 
transmitted that ambition to his successors, who as - 
yet are heirs-at-law for the patrimony, with a reason- 
able prospect of winning. That appears to be the 
head and front of what is called “the Eastern 
question.” 

It is further explained that the ten horns represent 
ten kings; probably the ten nationalities that consti- 
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tuted the Roman empire, who had not then received 
their crowns, but hav since received them. These 
shall be of one mind; and shall giv their strength 
unto the beast and reign with him one hour, and in 
that brief space they shall annihilate the mother of 
In the description 
given of this figure, we are informed that “ the mer- 


harlots and make her desolate. 


chants of the earth waxed rich through the abun- 


dance of her delicacies;’ otherwise, “ through her 


fornications.” All merchandise being private wealth, 


exchange is a necessity; and merchants wax rich 
Therefor, there is 
nothing on this planet but private wealth that 


through the profits of exchange. 


answers to this description of the mother of harlots. 


We are further informed that “the merchants of the 
earth shall weep over her; for no man buyeth their 
Nevertheless, the people 
must hav merchandise, and, unless the empire of . the 
beast is state feudalism, and will supply the people 
with merchandise, for their labor, without money and 


merchandise any more.” 


without price, they must buy of the merchants. 


What else than state feudalism can possibly lift the 
masses of Europe and Asia out of the poverty, 
misery, and degradation into which private wealth 
has plunged them, and is rapidly plunging the work- 
Like cause should produce 
How 
long will the Christian governments of Christian peo- 
ples permit and foster such an outrageous blasphemy? 

We are further informed that when the empire of 
the beast is established, another movement will begin 
that is illustrated by the figure of a warrior on a 
white horse whose sword is in his mouth; which 


ing people of America? 
like effect everywhere, conditions being equal. 


indicates that he will conquer by the force of truth 


and logic, that slays without shedding blood and kills 
“The beast and false prophet [the 


to make alive. 
church] will be taken and cast alive into the lake 
burning with fire and brimstone.” 
indicates that the empire of the beast will be annihi- 
lated and nobody seriously hurt. 


mouth of him who sitteth upon the white horse. 
Then comes the figure of the resurrection, and the 
chaining of the dragon, that old. serpent, etc. The 
allusion to the “old serpent” should remind us of 
the garden of Eden and the forbidden fruit. If man 
: died a physical death on the day that he transgressed, 
the human race should hav become extinct. There- 
fore, the fact that man yet livs on this planet, and has 
evidently “come to stay,” is prima facie evidence 
that physical death has not passed upon the human 
race, nor is it likely to. But the dissolution of hu- 
man brotherhood has passed upon the human race, 
and dissolution is death. That being the only death 
that has passed upon the race, the restoration of hu- 
man brotherhood is the only resurrection that is 
promised or is possible. Therefore, the figure of a 
resurrection in Revelations can imply nothing else 
than the restoration of human brotherhood; and a 
brotherhood should logically require paternal gov- 
ernment. It is generally admitted to be the inherent 
right and duty of parents to govern their families. 
The nation being but a community of families, those 
who hav an inherent right to govern the families, re- 
spectivly, should hav an inherent right to govern the 
nation collectivly. Placing the entire wealth of. the 
nation in control of such a government will but place 
it in control of those who hay an inherent right to 
control it, and who will be the most likely to make an 
equitable disposition of it. That is Communism, and 
can only be realized by Nihilism ; nevertheless, it is 
Bibleism. J. A. TUTTLE. 
——————9-$—9————————— 
The Liberal Club. 

The man who has been using this column lately 
to spread abroad the proceedings of the Manhattan 
Liberal Club was unable to attend the 424th regular 
meeting of that body. In order, therefore, that 
whatever of value might transpire on the occasion in 
question should not be lost to the outside world, he 
made arrangements with the assistant editor of & 
well-known scientific journal to be present and take 
notes. The record seems to indicate that the afore- 
. said assistant editor was there, accompanied by his 
better half. Neither has since been seen, but some 
stray notes in a lady's handwriting, found on the 
secretary's table, hav fallen into the hands of the 
writer of these lines. 

From the notes it appears that Miss Anna John- 
son, secretary of the New York Labor Lyceum, read 
a paper on “The Law, Socialism, and Anarchy ;" that 
Miss Johnson looked too nice for anything; that 
minutes of the previous meeting were read and ac- 
cepted; that a good audience was present; and that 
the assistant editor aforesaid, instead of taking notes, 
went to call on a chum who lives near by, and did 


law was so entangled with Socialism and Anarchy 
that it was difficult to discriminate one from the 
others. : 

Lawyer Searing thought it well that the lecture 


ing from “A Midsummer Night’s Dream.” At or 
about the end of the quotation a cold snap set in 
which lasted up to the present writing, and which 
was emphasized by the first snow of the season. 


Which simply 


The remnant will 
be slain with the sword that proceedeth out of the 
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Mr. Levering, a returnéd prodigal, who came back 
like morn new-risen on high noon, spoke briefly but 
eloquently. 

Dr. Kinget had something to say of an interesting 
nature: . 

Mr. Sutherland addressed the meeting in his usual 
poetic and somewhat florescent style. `. i 

Mr. Wm. Boyd, an outsider, passed a series of ob- 
servations upon the subject matter of MissJohnson's 
paper. 

Mrs. Leonard closed the debate, and the Chair an- 
nounced that the card for December was the best one 
yet. 

The lectures for the remainder of December will 
be as follows: 10th, “The Basic Law of Ownership,” 
by Edward G. Clark, author of “ Man's Birthright ;” 
17th, “ The Coming Constitutional Convention. What 
ought and ought not to be done thereat,” by Prof. 
Van Buren Denslow ; 24th, “ The Yule Tide- Festival,” 
program to be arranged by the club; 31st, “Com- 
memoration of the Distinguished Dead of the Year,” 
program to be arranged by the club. , 
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A Talk With Friends. 


The motiv power of Liberalism is entirely unlike 
that of Christianity. Christianity appeals to a God 
and Bible and the world to come; Liberalism appeals 
to simple humanity and justice. It can force noth- 
ing. Unless its organization is one of attraction, it 
will drop to pieces. There is no sovereign power to 
make all think alike or act in common. There is no 
Jehovah to guide, but reason only; and that which 
binds together is confidence in one another and in 
the cause. 

Without confidence there can be no unity and no 
strength. It is as essential that we believe in one 
another as that we believe in the cause itself. If we 
work for our cause, we must work with those who to 
our minds represent the honor of that cause. 

I hope that every friend will read the directors’ 
report in regard to the transactions of the. Amer- 
ican Secular Union during the past year, so that they 


may fully realize the difficulties that hav been in the: 


way, and see that, in spite of them all, progress has 
been made. They will discover, I think, a purpose 
for the common good, and an endeavor for the right. 
That report must remove every cause for suspicion 
that there has been other than earnest and honest 
effort. With confidence thus established, surely we 
can do better hereafter. We are no longer raw 
recruits, but a veteran corps. We hav become ac- 
quainted in adversity. If our numbers are less, 
those who remain know each other thoroughly, for 
we hav summered and wintered together, and no 
shock can break our ranks. 

The secretary has not been made richer by this 
work, but pecuniarily poorer. He starts on the new 
year without a cent of money, or any. guarantee. 
Moody trusts in God. The secretary of the Union 
does not. So far as God is concerned, he will un- 
doubtedly starve to death. He believes, however, in 
Liberals and in Liberalism, and is richer than he was 
two years ago, in the friends he has met, in the signs 
of progress seen, in sympathy and labor with world- 
wide movements, and he regrets nothing. 

Freethought in the state must triumph in order 
that all things else both good and beautiful may tri- 
umph. Truth is for progress, truth is for nobility, 
truth is for manhood, and with truth we stake our 
fortune. I believe in the Liberals of America, and 
the work they do will some day vindicate the grand- 
eur of their convictions. 

There has been some difference of opinion among 
friends as to the best, method of work, but all differ- 
ences will disappear when the nature of our work is 
thoroughly understood. The opposition of some to 
present methods is based upon the idea that the Lib- 
erals of the country are thoroughly organized, and 
therefore a home secretary is all that is needed to 
keep the machinery in motion by correspondence, 
distribution of pamphlets, ete. This will do for the 
churches, but it will not do for the Liberals, who are 
not as yet thoroughly organized, as the churches are. 
The Freethought of to-day is in à very uncrystallized 
condition. It flows in a thousand currents. Like 
the sea, it breaks in a million directions. Freethought 
is too mighty ever to be fully organized. It can 
never, like Christianity, become a church, an institu- 
tion, a form. It will always be a spirit—chainless as 
the lightnings, and immeasurable as the sky and sea. 

Ifit were not for political power, I should never 
think of a Freethought organizaaion. If there were 
perfeet liberty in the world, there would be no need 
of organization. Each onethen could liv his life, 


‘freely mingling and freely separating. 
not return until near the close of the meeting. The | igh ower 7 


But what is political power? It is simply physical 


‘force, and this force to-day is allied with supersti- 


tion, untruth, ignorance, and bigotry. Political 


| power is tyranny to-day, and infringes upon personal 
‘liberty. Therefore we are compelled to organize in 
had been delivered, and closed his remarks by quot- | 


self-defense. The issue cannot be avoided. Self- 


‘respect commands us to do something. The Liberal 
| who declares that under present circumstances there 


should be no organization for the maintenance of 
political rights, insults his own manhood. The Lib- 
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eral who to-day says he has liberty enough is a most 
unworthy American. He is so used to servitude that 
he knows not that the fetters are on him. He is 


more contemptible than a Christian. He has more - 


wisdom, but less integrity and conviction. The Lib- 
eral who to-day is not in favor of common effort for 
freedom is either the most selfish of men, or the 
most brutalized in his feeling, for he submits to 
slavery with the instincts and habits of a coward. 


We must organize, for organized physical force is ` 


against us. All the philosophy we may hav, and 
music, and art, and, poetry, and knowledge, and 
wealth, and leisure do not palliate this fact. To a 
certain extent, all men are political slaves. They 
may roll in wealth, and despise the church and min- 
ister, but the church and minister rule them, and if 
they hav. not manhood to resist and help others to 
resist, then their manhood isrotten. The Freethinker 
who quietly submits to ecclesiastical domination 
through the power of the state is the most abject of 
serfs. He stultifies his conscience by the very en- 
lightenment of his reason. 

We must organize in behalf of liberty, and until 
liberty is achieved there must be no cessation of 
effort. The fact that Liberalism to-day is organized 
but to a small extent compels activ field work. The 
desired result can be attained only by the. living 
voice. This is the supreme method of all reform as 
history attests. The platform is the mighty agency. 
No political party can win votes without this. After 
the speech comes with added influence the Free- 
thought press. The speech, however, is that which 
agitates, arouses, and creates discussion, and fires 
the heart and brain as nothing else can. If the ob- 
jects of the American Secular Union were simply 
philosophical, or literary, or scientific—merely to giv 
information or increase knowledge—then pamphlet 
distribution or letter correspondence might do, but 
the fundamental object of the Union is political. It 
is for political action, for change in the laws of the 
land. It is not an institution but a movement, and 
it is not for the giving of knowledge only, but for 
the creation of a specific impulse. 
men to do something, as well. as to think something. 
It is for practical energy as well as intellectual en- 
lightenment. Therefore, to achieve its end, it must 
use the most activ and the most practical of all 
forces, the platform. 

When this is understood there will be no question 
as to the best method of work. There is a positiv 
evil in society against which we must contend. There 
is an outrage and injustice to every man. There 
must be a reform in the government. There must be 
a change in the administrativ power of civilization. 
The American Secular Union fundamentally is a 
political party.. It is not a philosophical or scientific 
association. Therefore, it must adopt those means 
by which a political party achieves its triumph. It 
must devote itself to field work ; it must arouse and 
agitate. There must be cooperation. The strong 
must help the weak. There must be a national 
fraternity, for the Union deals with national issues ; 
with what is fundamental and permanent in politics. 
Local organizations can effect but little in this direc- 
tion without combination. There might be social 
and intellectual improvement of a high order 
by simply local societies ; and, if social and intellect- 
ual improvement were all that is needed, then local 
societies might’ work independently. But when a 
political wrong is to be removed, both in state and 
national government, then there must be a combina- 
tion of effort. The American Secular Union repre- 
sents this combination of the friends of freedom 
throughout the land. If this Union ceases to be, it 
will be many years before there will be another or- 
ganization to represent the same great purpose. If 
one, therefore, wishes to assert the dignity of his 
own rights, to be a free and equal citizen with all 
others in the exercise of his personal liberty, then he 
will stand by the American Secular Union. The 
Union cannot represent everything. There must be 
differentiation and specialty of work. But the work 
of the Union, narrow though it may seem to some, is 
of transcendent importance. If there is to be social 
harmony, humanitarian effort, a vast and splendid 
republic that shall bear the shield of justice to mill- 
ions of people, and represent reason instead of 
bigotry, then indeed the work of the Union is of the 
noblest order. Freethought is the highest thought, 
the highest life in literature and art, and it is equally 
so in the state. Certainly every friend of progress, 
believing in universal as well as individual welfare, 
will do-what he can for the attainment of the objects 
of the American Secular Union. 


SamvrL P. Pornam. 
— 9-99 —— —————— 


W.F. JaMIESON is still at work in Colorado lecturing every 
Sunday evening in December to increasing congregations, 
and in towns near Denver, week evenings. He was lecturing 
in Greeley, a’ second course, Nov. 29th, 30th, and Dec. ist ; 
will giv a second course in Longmont. Address, Denver, 
Col. ` 

rt 
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. Chicago Secular Notes. 


PROGRESS AND POVERTY. 
- Long before the usual time for the lecture, the 
rooms of the Chicago Secular Union were crowded 
last Sunday. Every seat was filled, a fringe of com- 
pact humanity sat around the rostrum, the aisles 
were lined, and clustered around the doors were late 


comers, whose looks of disgust plainly betokened 


deep despair and disappointment at being unable to 
find standing-room to hear the lecture of the even- 
ing. It was the greatest outpouring we ever had— 
a regular red-letter day for the Chicago Secular 
Union, and a deserved testimony of admiration and 
esteem for Mrs. A. M. Freeman, who was to repeat 
her brilliant review of Henry George’s “ Progress 
and Poverty.’ Her lecture bristles with profound 
logic, bravely and beautifully expressed in choicest 
language, delivered with a lucid finish and fervor 
born of intense conviction, coupled with all necessary 
study and cultivation. For one hour, without man- 
uscript and without a flaw, she held her auditors in 
that stillness that permits of no interruption, that 
allows no word to be lost that escapes the speaker’s 
lips, and whose eyes follow feverishly her every 
gesture, who seemed, for the time being, “ drunk 
with delight.” It was a supreme effort of a woman 


possessing sterling genius, as the rapturous applause 


at its conclusion amply testified. I will neither at- 
tempt to quote or synopsize it. That lecture must 
be heard to be appreciated. 

I know no one in the West better able to judge of 
its literary beauties than our learned friend, Gen. M. 
M. Trumbull, who prefaced his criticism by this com- 
mendation of the lecturer : 


. I am always delighted and instructed when I hear Mrs. 
Freeman lecture, and also somewhat ashamed—ashamed .o 
know that--people will still flock in erowds to hear the super- 
stitious.;drivel that usually emanates from the pulpits and 
help to sustain them in their gorgeousness, while lectures of 
the quality we hav heard. to-night are confined to one small 
Society in this great city. Mrs. Freeman's voice should be 
heard in the largest hall in the city—aye, and beyond the 
city, too—for I believe I am quite within bounds when I say 
there is not, in this whole country, half a dozen women of 
equal genius." 


Possibly the above is not the general's exact lan- 
guage, but that is the substance of his remarks, and 
in that opinion I most heartily concur. 

It is Mrs. Freeman's intention shortly to activly 
enter the lecture field, and if she attains the success 
her years of gratuitous lecturing for Liberalism de- 
serve, she will meet with unbounded. enthusiasm and 
substantial encouragement. 


ROUSING RESOLUTIONS. / 


Seven months ago, the controling element of dis- 
trict assembly 24, Knights of Labor, were a lot of 
Democratic office-holding or wire-pulling politicians, 
and their organ, at that time under their complete 
control, was Zhe Knights of Labor. It vomited 
this sort of venom against the then untried Anarchists: 


Let it be understood by all the world that the Knights of 
Labor hav no affiliation, association, sympathy, or respect 
for the band of cowardly murderers, cutthroats, and robbers 
known as Anarchists, who sneak through the country like 
midnight assassins, stirring up the passions of ignorant for- 
eigners, unfurling the red flag of Anarchy, and causing riot 
and bloodshed. Parsons, Spies, Fielden, Most, and their 
followers, sympathizers, aiders, and abettors should be sum- 
marily dealt with. They are entitled to no more considera- 
tion than wild beasts. The leaders are cowards and their 
followers are fools. 

Knights of Labor, boycott them. If any of the gang of 
scoundrels should by any means get access to our organiza- 
tion, expel them at once. Brand them.as outlawed mon- 
Sters. Do not even permit yourselvs to hold conversation 
with one of them. Treat them as they deserve to be treated, 
as human monstrosities. 

We are sure we voice the sentiment of the entire organiza- 
tion when We say and hope that Parsons, Spies, Most, 
Fielden, and the whole gang of outlaws be blotted from the 


They also recommended, with an eye single to sus- 
taining their brother, Parsons, in his hour of trial, 


- that “they [the Anarchists] should be hung first and 


tried afterward." This element hav persistently 
claimed that those who expressed sympathy for them 
or denounced the foul conspiracy to hang them rep- 
resented but an insignificant faction. Let me say 
that that element no longer dominates district 24, 
and that an entire new deal has taken place in the 


the paper. A joint meeting of district 24 and dis: 
trict 57, comprising four hundred delegates to the 
two districts in Cook county, and representing nearly 
twenty thousand members, met in joint session last 
Tuesday evening and adopted the following declara- 
tion almost unanimously: 

We believe that the verdict in the recent trial condemning 
seven men to death and sentencing one to fifteen years’ im- 
prisonment was an outrage upon common justice and au 
assault on free speech and the right of the people to peace- 
ably assemble for the discussion of their grievances. 

It does not pay to be too previous; these gentle- 
men were too sure they voiced the sentiment of the 
entire organization, but they are not likely ever to 
be asked to speak for the entire organization again. 
They hav been ignominiously sat down upon in 
every way. This does not prove that these twenty 

thousand members are Anarchists, for I will venture 


‘jit “never changes." 


to assert that there are not fifty Anarchists among 
these twenty thousand members, nor more than two 
or three hundred Socialists. It is nothing but intel- 
ligence yielding to the unfolding of facts—facts 
which were attempted to be suppressed by the trial, 
and even that, with the garbled reports given, con- 
vinced thousands that those men were not guilty and 
must not be hung. It is safe to say that they will 
hav a new trial. If so, they will never, in my opin- 
ion, be convicted again. 
KNIGHTS AND THE SACRAMENT. 

Canadian advices say that the Oblat Fathers, in the 
lower province, refuse to giv the holy sacrament to 
any Knight of Labor. I am very glad of it. Any 
man that wants a sacrament will never be, while in 
that state of mind, any good to a labor organization. 
He could get a great deal more good from an ordi- 
nary free lunch. This priest ridiculed with some 
justification the idea that the order was a mutual 
benefit society, saying that while one officer got five 
thousand dollars a year salary, it looked as though 
the officers alone were benefited. Two wrongs do 
not make one right, but I think I hav heard of one 
officer of a Catholic society benefiting to the extent 
of about five million dollars out of the members of 
his order. 

Nevertheless, it is about time the members of the 
order of Knights of Labor, who hav any manhood, to 
make themselvs felt in opposition to the policy of its 
chief executiv in surrendering its secrets to the rep- 
resentativs of dogmatic creeds and mildewed super- 
stitionsfor their approval or disapproval. If Cardinal 
Gibbons was a member he might, with propriety, be 
consulted ; but then his opinion would be worth no 
more than that of any other member. Will Brother 
Powderly be consistent enough to recommend the 
presentation of the rules of the order to the repre- 
sentativs of the Protestant denominations? And, to 
be above suspicion of sectarianism, he might drop 
around to consult Colonel Ingersoll, the intellectual 
athlete, who would soon knock out of the program 
any suspicion of a personal deity. 

But when the order confesses that it has not 
brains enough within itself to make its own laws, it 
i$ high time for it to change its officers—or die. An 
organization for the advancement of labor should 
put little trust in a church whose chief boast is that 
Cardinal Manning ought to be 
authority on the attitude of the Roman church. The 
New York Zadlet, of Oct. 9, 1864, published a ser- 
mon of his when archbishop of Westminster, in which 
he delivered himself of this insolent utterance : 

I [speaking for the pontiff] acknowledge no civil power; I 
claim to be the subject of no prince, and I claim more tban 
this—I claim to be the supreme judge and director of the 
consciences of men, of the peasant who tills the field, and of 
the prince who sits upon the throne; of the household that 
livs inthe shade of privacy, and the legislator who makes 
lawsfor kingdoms. I am the sole, last, supreme judge of 
what is right and wrong. . 

When Catholicism obtains control we shall need 
neither courts nor legislatures. The priest will be 
primate, judge, and executioner. E. A. STEVENS. 
_ SO HO E 


Our London Letter. 


A report just published by the commissioners of 
prisons shows that whereas in 1878 there were 
20,833 prisoners in our jails, there are now only 
about 16,500, the population having increased by 
three to four millions. It is stated that the prison 
chaplains consider this considerable diminution is 
largely due to the Education act. Surely such a 
fact as the above should be sufficient to convince any 
one of the superiority of secular education over ig- 
norance and superstition. Christianity has had 
nearly nineteen centuries to practice its principles, 
and compulsory education not so many years; the 
former has continually multiplied crimes and crim- 
inals; the latter, though only in its infancy, has de- 
creased these to an enormous extent. Yet, in the 
face of this, there are still large numbers of people 
who hav the assurance to affirm that Christianity is 
the only civiiizing and beneficial influence in exist- 
ence. At the time of the passing of the School 
Board act, it was declared by the majority of the 
clergy and their dupes that such a law would in- 
crease crime to an alarming extent, more particularly 
forgery ; but as it is now found that such is not the 
case, and that the consequences hav been exactly the 
reverse, the same people are boasting that they hav 
always been friends of general education, and did all 
they could to influence the legislation in its favor. 
So far hav these assertions been believed that several 
clergymen hav been elected to sit on the Board, with 
the natural result that, while pretending to help on 
the cause, they are in reality doing all in their power 
to hinder it. . The Secular party will hav still to fight 
hard before they succeed in getting what they re- 
quire, viz., a free, compulsory, and secular education, 
not only in name, but in reality. 

The correspondence published in the papers re- 
specting the transfer of a married woman from the 
Protestant to the Roman Catholic church without the 
knowledge or consent of her husband caused very 
little excitement, although efforts were made to fan 
the flame of controversy on- the. subject. A; great 


deal was attempted to be made of the fact that the 
new acquisition to the “Scarlet Woman" was now 
and again closeted for some time with the priest who 
did the business, but as this thing is of such common 
occurrence, it did not apparently surprise anybody. 
To the Freethinker the distinction between the two 
sects is so small that it is scarcely worth noticing. 
The chief point in the whole affair is the indignation 
of the lord and master, in that his property should 
be tampered with, and that the living chattel should 
hav dared to presume to be saved in any other way 
than the owner wished or ordered. 


Although fresh Christian journals are frequently i 


being brought into existence, I should think it must 
be.a tremendous struggle for some of them to exist, 
or they would scarcely hav to write to the promoters 


of new companies, good and bad—more particularly 


the latter—stating that on receipt of ten guineas and 


a copy of the prospectus, a leader would appear in 


praise of the undertaking, in addition to a conspicu- 


ous advertisment. This little dodge wonld not take 


in people with any commercial knowledge, but as 


these papers mostly circulate in the provinces, it is 
easy to see how many pious people with small capital 
would be induced to speculate and lose their little all 
in consequence of such a nefarious practice. On the 
other hand, it may be that the editor should be ap- 
plauded for doing his best to carry out (on other 
people) the saying attributed to the carpenter’s son: 
* Blessed be ye poor,” and if thereby he is insuring 
them & future greab reward, let blessings rather 
than cursings be showered on his head. J. D. 
- London, Dec. 2, 1886. 
eo u 
Washington’s Religion. 


As supplementary to Mr. Remsburg’s considera- 
tion of George Washington's religious views, it mayiz 
be timely to reprint the following correspondence 
from a memoir of Bishop White, by Dr. Willson, of 
Philadelphia, 1839, page 196: . 

Colonel Mercer to Bishop White. 

. . . I bava desire, my dear sir, to know whether 
General Washington was a communicant of the Protestant 
Episcopal church, or whether he occasionally went to the 
communion only, or ¿f ever he did so at all. No 
authority can be so authentic and complete as yours on this 
point. 

Bishop White to Colonel Mercer. 
. ** PHILADELPHIA, Aug. 15, 1835. 

Dear Sir: In régard to the subject of your inquiry, 
truth requires me to say that General Washington never re- 
ceived the communion in tbe churches of which I am 
the parochial minister. I hav been written to by 
many on that point, and hav been obliged to answer them as 
I now do you. Iam respectfully, 

Your humble servant, WiLiiAM WOITE. 


Again, by the bishop, in the same book: 


The father of our country, whenever in Philadelphia, at- 
tended Christ church. His behavior was always serious and 
attentiv. But on the point of kneeling during the service, 
Ioweittotruth to say that I never saw him in that atti- 
tude. Although I was often in company with this great 
man, and had the honor of dining often at his table, I never 
heard anything from him that could manifest his opinions on 
the subject of religion. WiLLIAM Wire, 

———— $9 — — — — 
The Picture Incomplete, 
From the Kansas Blade. 

Last week's TRUTH SEEKER had a very impressiv ‘‘ Thanks- 
giving Sermon.” It wasacut of a cabin home, of a hus- 
band and wife and two children. There is a stove, but no 
fire; & teakettle, but no steam escaping from it; an empty 
teapot, à soup-bowl and spoon, but no soup; a rickety old 
table leans against the wall; the wife sits in an old-fashioned 
chair, and another chair rests against the wall for support; 
one child is barefooted, and the other child aud the wife hav 
on the cheapest of stogies; the clock in the corner marks 
ten minutes of twelve, and the family in tears, saying: ‘ No 
work, no fuel, no food! What hav we to be thankful for ?" 
The picture is true to the ‘‘home life" of many thousands 
of families on ‘‘ Thanksgiving day." 

To hav made it more impressiv, there should hav been a 
million-dollar church edifice and a swarm of people entering 
it dressed in silks, satins, and the finest of broadcloth, al 
sparkling with diamonds and jewels. A beggar by the road. 
side with extended palms and a lofty scorn depicted upon the 
countenances of ‘‘ God's elect” would hav added truth and 
effect to the scene. i 

The man who has nothing to do but clip his coupons, or 
the trader whose yearly profits excced his expenses; the 
office holder whose yearly salary exceeds the farmer's life- 
time profits; the manufacturer, who builds a palace from a 
single year's income from the toil of ten thousaud drudges, 
may, with indecent propriety, “ thank God for benefits re- 
ceived;” but the farmer, who has toiled a year, lived fru- 
gally, denied himself all but barely the commonest amuse- 
ments; the laborer, whose income, in spite of the practice of 
the most rigid economy, is required for cach day's support ; 
the hundreds of still worse unfortunate—sick, disabled, 
heartbroken—hav nothing to * thank God” for, and it is a 
mockery and insult to suggest that he ‘‘ thank” him or any- 
one else. ; l 

————— 9$ -99— — — —— f 

H. W. BeroneR says that the Jews and Samaritans were 
both very religious. ‘‘ That they were pious is evident from 
the fact that they hated cach other without intermission. 
Most hatreds,” continues the preacher, ‘hav some passions 
behind them; religious hatred has conscience behind it; and 
when a man’s conscience sets him to hate his brother there is 
no morning to that night.” Yet Mr, Beecher is presumably 


"religious, 
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Communications. 


Man and. Beast. 


THE COMMON LOT. 


Once, in the flight of ages past, 

There lived a man; and who was he? 
Mortal, howe’er thy lot be cast, 

That man resembles thee. 


Unknown the region cf his birth, | 
The land in which he died unknown, 

His name has perished from the earth, 
This truth survives alone: 


That joy, and grief. and hope, and fear 
Alternate triumphed in his breast, 

His bliss and woe—a smile, a tear ! 
Oblivion hides the rest. 

The bounding pulse, the languid limb, 
The changing spirit's rise and fall, 

We know that. these were felt by him, 
For these are felt by all. 

He snffered—but his pangs- are o’er ; 
Enjoyed— but his delights are fled; 

Had friends—his friends are now no more; 

: And foes—his foes are dead. 


He Joved—but wom he loved the grave 
Hath lost in its unconscious womb. 

Oh. she was fair! but naught could save 
Her beauty from the tomb. 


He saw whatever thou hast seen, 
Encountered all that troubles thee, 
He was whatever thou hast been, 
He is what thou shalt be. 


The rolling seasons, day and night, 
` Bun, moon, and stars, the earth and main, 

Erewhile his portion, life and light, 

To him exist in vain. 
The clouds and sunbeams, o’er his eve 

That « nce their shades and glory threw, 
Hav left in yonder silent sky 

No vestige where they flew. 


The annals of the human race, 
Their ruins, since the world began, 
Of him afford no other trace 
Than this—there lived a man.—Montgomery. 


Man is an intelligent animal. He is sometimes 
spoken of as arational being. Theologically, he is 
called a living soul. 

He comes into the world with no knowledge or 
remembrance of a former existence, and he leaves it. 
against his will and consent. As a rocket sent up 
into the higher atmosphere, he meets resistance at 
every step, and when the vital force of his nature 
is consumed he falls to the earth a useless mass of 
decaying matter, and his name and path are soon 
forgotten. ` 

Although the life of the individual is of but short 

duration, yet he has pleasure, comfort, joy, and, at 
times, ecstatic delight. 

He also experiences pain, sorrow, desolation, and 
want. He is tbe most important thing in the world 
—to himself. He is often the least important to 
everyone else. He is at times a messenger of joy 
and happiness to his friends and countrymen. At 
other times he is a friend of strife, hate, and destruc- 
tion to them. He acta and is acted upon by every- 
thing that surrounds him. Physically and intellect- 
ually, he is circumscribed in power and influence by 
education, shortness of life, and many other circum- 
stances. In thougbt and aspiration his mind is un- 
limited by time, space, or condition in life. 

In his mind's eye, although but a stable-boy, he 
sees himself elevated to the highest position in the 
gift of his countrymen. With that eye he looks out 
into space far beyond the scope of the most powerful 
instrument it is possible to construct, and no micro- 
scope will ever be invented that can reveal the ethe- 
real forms his mind is conscious of having seen. And 
yet he is accounted, by those who hav used him as a 
football, as only a moving clod, or animated dust 
He has eyes and sees not, ears and hears not, and 
reason and yet cannot comprehend his own meanness. 
hypocrisy, cowardice, and mental servility. This is 
& picture of man as we look at him from a philosoph- 
ical standpoiat. 

Now, let us look at the soulless brute, with whom 
it is claimed that man has no hereditary connection. 
In what does man differ from the beasts of the 
forest the insects, and birds of the air, the reptils of 
the earth, and the fishes of the waters? They can 
feel, hear. see, smell, and taste with more acuteness ; 
they can distinguish power and capacity, color, form, 
and quality in everything that ministers to their 
wants or that can injure or destroy them. They hav 
reason. memory, and will power. In tbeir process of 
reasoning, those that hav the greatest thinking 
power decide a question slowly, and those that hav 
the least thinking power decide a question quicker 
than a flash of lightning. They make war individ- 
ually and collectivly, as two men, or the armies of 
two nations. They play, sing, caress each other, and 
enjoy *companionship. Many of them labor from 
early dawn until evening’s twilight. Many of them 
are loafers, who bask in the sun or sleep in the shade 
until bunger compels them to look for something to 
eat. Many are also provident in their habits; they 
harvest fruit and nuts and store them away for 


winter use. Without instruments they cut down 
trees, build bridges, houses, and cities. They spin, 
weave, and construct marine walls and islands. They 
hav social habits, love of kind and kindred, and sym- 
pathy for the injured and helpless. They can love 
and protect a friend, resent an insult, and hate an 
enemy. They can rejoice and express their joy and 
happiness, and be touched with sorrow in the pres- 


‘| ence of the dead. In what, then, is man greater than 


that which he calls an animal? It is not necessary 
to ask if he can change the order of the heavens in 
order to demonstrate that he is limited in physical 
and intellectual power. No, we do not need to com- 
pare man to the eternal, world-constructing, life-pro- 
ducing power manifest in the operations of nature to 
show how very feeble heis in some respects. Let us 
compare him to some of the animal forms he is 
familiar with. Can he dig up the earth with his 
nose, as a hog? Cut down trees with his teeth, as a 
beaver? Make honey, as a bee? Spin from his own 
body a thread, as a silkworm? Spina thread and 
weave a net as a spider? Build a hinged box from 
the product of his own stomach, as a clam? Propel 
himself against the current of a rapidly running 
Stream, a8 a trout? Mount the air and contend suc- 
cessfully with the stormy gale, as a bird? The 
structural form and specific capacity of each of these 
was given to it by the environments of its ancestors. 
The lives of their immediate ancestors were preserved 
by being able to accommodate themselvs to their 
surroundings. In their efforts to sustain life, the 
hog became a plowman; the beaver a wood-feller 
and mason; the bee a botanist and manufacturer, and 
the spider a weaver and spinner. Insects, birds, and 
beasts became carpenters, masons, architects, artists, 
and musicians. In fact, nearly every art, even the 
art of government, is exhibited in the homes and 
haunts of the various forms of insect life. There- 
fore, it is clearly manifest that man, with all the cun- 
ning of his hands. the keenness of his senses, the 
genius of his mind, the power and capacity of his 
muscles, and the so-called divinity of his soul, can 
but partially imitate that which he usually considers 
nothing but à worthless insect or a dirty beast. In 
what is man greater than the animal? In special de- 
grees of sentiment he is greater; in genius and power 
of intellect he is greater; in his hand and foot he is 
superior.to all animals. Butit was the necessities of 
his animal ancestors which gave to himthat hand and 
foot. And these hands and feet, with all their 
marvelous capacity, hav developed the brain and 
body and placed man in the position which he now 
occupies as lord and master of the earth. The same 
character of circumstances which gave a hoof to the 
horse, gave to man a foot with a muscular lever 
which has enabled him to maintain an upright posi- 
tion and to travel to every part of the earth. If the 
animal ancestors of man, any time before the ape 
type had become fixed in form, had been compelled 
by force of circumstances to make the sand or rocky 
deserts of the earth their permanent abode, they 
would now hav feet like horses, cows, camels, or 
ostriches. And if our apish ancestor had continued 
to dwell forever in the forests of the world, an ape 
he still would be and nothing more. 

Because he sought safety at the sea-shore from the 
jaws of fierce carnivorous beasts, where he was com- 
pelled to liv or subsist on marine animals principally, 
and, having no trees to climb, was compelled to stay 
on the ground continually—these were the neces- 
sary circumstances to bring about a full development 
of the foot, a shortening of the arms, and the main- 
tenance of an upright position. And the ape-like 
man, or man-like ape, who first put a point ona stick 
with a sharp shell or stone or with his teeth, to use 
in killing fish or other marine or amphibious animals. 
took the first step, and performed the first act, in the 
great drama of the gradual development of that in- 
ventiv genius which has transformed the earth from 
a menagerie of wild beasts, and boundless, to a gar- 
den of pleasure, and a living monument of human 

lory. : 

But itis claimed that all this evidence of human 
glory is but the reflex of the divine spark which is 
contained in the human soul. This is but the mere 
statement of men who hav secured reverence, distinc- 
tion, and credibility through the ignorance, credulity, 
and superstitious fear of the great mass of mankind. 
Thereis no tangible evidence of its truth. If the divine 
spark is contained in the human body, or any distinct 
part of it, that spark must hav been transmitted to us 
through our animal ancestors, not by any special act, 
human or divine. Therefore, if a human being has a 
soul, so has an elephant, an ape, a dog, a horse, a 
parrot, a wasp, & flea, a maggot. In fact, everything 
which contains either life or the potential elements of 
life has a soul if man has one. 

What proof hav we of this? The proofs of it are 
that in our appetites, senses, propensities. sentiments, 
and aspirations we are purely animal. If young ani- 
mals only know enough to make an effort to get 
something to satisfy their hunger, does an infant 
know as much? , 

If an animal can taste, feel, hear, see, and smell 
with his senses, can any human being do more? No; 
the powers of his senses are weak and aimost impo- 


tent when compared to those of many in the animal 
kingdom. ! 

In all the propensities and passions, how much 
greater is man than the brute? If the tiger and 
other carnivorous animals will destroy life to appease 
their hunger, man also will destroy even human life 
for the same purpose—yes, he will destroy human 
life for a mere insult, or to get possession of a small 
amount of money or property. He will kill his fel- 
low-man for a mere difference of opinion. Every 
organized war that has taken place in the world is a 
demonstration of the fact that man is as bloodthirsty, 
as savage, and as inconsiderate of the sufferings of 
the wounded, the tears and ‘sorrowful bereavement of 
fathers, mothers, brothers, sisters, wives, and chil- 
dren, as the most ferocious brute in the animal king- 
dom. There is no form of low cunning, duplicity, 
fraudulency, or treachery that any animal was ever 
addicted to that man has not only equaled, but sur- 
passed him in. And even in the higher sentiments, 
such as love, friendship, fidelity, care of the young 
and helpless, self-sacrifice, and honesty, man is not 
the superior of some’ animals. Man owes or is in- 
debted to his animal ancestors for his mechanical 
genius. From the ape he has received the faculty of 
imitation. From the ape also he has received the 
hand which has enabled him to perform the actions 
and mechanical labors of other animals, and without 
which his faculty of imitation would not hav been of 
any more use to him than it is to the parrot. 

Now, let us see what this power of imitation has 
done for him. If he cuts down trees for the purpose 
of building a house or a bridge, it is because he first 


ES 
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saw a beaver do that kind of work. If he builds ` 


himself a hut, it is because he saw insects and birds 
employed at such labor. He merely constructed a 
larger domicil, on the same principle, in the same 
style, and of the same material. Has be made a net 
to catch fish or anything else with, it is because he 
first saw a spider weave a net and catch fiies and 
other insects. If it had not been for the spider, it is 
doubtful if the human family would ever hav been 
able to discover the principle on which the material 
was fabricated from which our garments are made. 
If man had never seen a clam, it is highly probable 
that he would never know the use of a binge. He 
even besmeared his face and body, to try to make 
himself look like a tiger, a leopard, a bud, and a 
butterfly. It might not be out of place to ask if 
there are not just a few highly civilized and very 
religious people living at the present day whose 
devouring aspiration seems to be to appear in public 
with & complexion as fairas a lily or as sweet and 
red as a rose. But to the point. It appears that 


man’s most useful teachers and inspirers were the - 


&nimals that surrounded him. If they sang and 
made delighful music, that suggested and he imitated, 
If they built houses, or in any other manner em- 
ployed themselvs at any kind of useful labor, he 
merely tried to imitate their work. Wherever man is 
found in his primitiv home, if nature there is poor in 
vocal bird and constructing animal, there also is 
man poverty-stricken in voice and in mechanical 
taste. Wherever nature was rich, strong, and beauti- 
ful, there has man been found in full harmony with 
his surroundings. j 

But it is claimed that man has aspirations which 
could not be derived from any animal heirloom, 
This claim is not valid. Man is an epitome of all 
life that has existed on this earth. He is the most 
perfect conglomerate structure in the world. His 
desires, hopes, and aspirations spring from the com- 
plex constituency who hav deposited in his nature 
their wants and the fruit of all their efforts. There- 
fore, our efforts, hopes, and aspirations are but the 
manifestations of the demands of the animals of 
whom we are constructed. In other words, it is to 
satisfy the demands of all the species of animals who 
hav added their character and modes of action in the 
building up of the human structure that every effort, 
hope, and aspiration of the heart and brain has been 
directed, felt, and. expressed. The insects and ani- 
mals who lay up provisions for the winter season hay 
transmitted to us the desire to do the same thing. 
The animals who make no attempt to provide for 
winter hay also transmitted to us the inclination to 
spend as we go, and let the winter take care of 
itself. 

Our desire to be upon the water and to plunge into 
the foaming breakers comes from the fish who still 
livs within us. The desire to gaze upon beautiful 
colors has been transmitted to us from insect and 
bird. Our desire to liv to a great age comes to us 
from bird, fish, and quadruped, noted examples of 
which are the parrot, e'ephant, and whale. If man is 
vain. or if he desires to receive applause and com- 
mendation from his fellow-man, or the approval of 
posterity, that desire has been transmitted to him 
from nearly everything in the animal kingdom. If 
he is friendly, benevolent, and self-sacrificing, it is 
because the bird and dog hav bequeathed those 
qualities to him. Is heareasoner? So is a parrot, 
a fox, a dog, a monkey, and an elephant. 

Can he imitate sounds with his voice? So can the 
mocking: bird and parrot. : ; 

Can he imitate the passions, pathological conditions 


. occupy the same place at the same time, or at any 


-strated to the satisfaction of every honest and inteli- 
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and the sportiv and social actions of man and beast? 
So can a chimpanzee? 

‘The carrier pigeon who cleaves the air with its 
wing and glides through space with the velocity of a 
descending meteor has transmitted to us the desire 
to follow his example. To fulfil this desire and 
‘aspiration, man has utilized the horse, the steamboat, 
the railroad car, the balloon. and even the telegraph. 
It is only in the telegraph that man has outstripped 
the speed of the bird. The aspiration to soar up 
above the din, smoke, and impure atmosphere of 
thronging cities and to be alone among the gilded 
clouds in the pure expanse of heaven has been 
transmitted to us by the singing, soaring bird. This 
aspiration is beautifully expressed in the following 
lines of Shelley's “ Skylark:" 


TO A SKYLARK. 


Hail to thee, blithe spirit! 
Bird thou never wert, 
That from heaven. or near it, 
Vourest thv full heart 
In profuse strains of unpremeditated art. 
E Higher still and higher 
From the earth thou springest 
Like a cloud of fire; 
The blue déep.thou wingest 
And singing still dost soar, and soaring ever singest. 
oo . . . . * 
The pale purple even 
Melts around thy flight; 
Like a star of heaven, 
In the broad daylight — . : 
Thou art unseen, but yet I hear thy shrill delight. 
k " . . i 


.Teach me half the gladness 
That thy brain must know, 
Such harmonious madness 
From mv lips would flow, : 
The world should listen then, as I am listening now. 


By a careful examination of every thing contained 
in these premises we must arrive at the conviction, 
that no supernatural power or spiritual agent ever; 
infused anything into the mind of any human being. : 
Tf man has bad a divine teacher, that divine teacher 
has never authorized. anyone to speak for him. If: 
there be an ever-living and all-pervading intelligence’ 
in the universe, that intelligence has manifested its: 
genius, power. and capacity to mankind through his 
natural teachers—the sun, moon. and stars, and the 
vegetable and animal forms of earth. . 

These are facts which can be very easily demon-' 


gent man and woman. As nothing comes from noth- 
ing, so every thought, feeling, sensation, emotion, 
and aspiration of: the heart and brain springs from 
something. And what that something is we can 
fully appreciate when we consider that man is a 
structure that it has taken ages upon ages to build 
up, and that in the building up of this human 
structure every animal that preceded his advent con- 
tributed the most positiv element of its own character 
to the erection of what we might call an animal pan-. 
theon—that is, a living and moving temple in which 
all vegetable and animal life is embodied and repre-. 
sented. This brings us to the conclusion that all 
animal life (collectivly and essentially) is immortal so 
long as man exists. When all vegetation has become 
extinct, and every animal form has passed away, and: 
when the human race ceases to propagate its kind. 
and man finally makes bia exit—the condition of the 
earth being then unfavorable for the existence of any 
kind of life such as now prevails, unless some higher 
form of being is evolved from man—the aspect of the 
human race will then be as unsatisfactory as is that 
of the long line of animals whose bones and substance 
hav long siuce become a part of the soil. If we liv 
as the dead animals of the world now liv.in the 
human structure, we can only liv in the ever-changing 
elements of universal matter from which every form 
that has ever existed has emanated. If this be the 
truth, if nature in all its universal aspects can be 
embraced and.comprehended in the term God, we 
human beings, as well as all things else, are a part of 
that God, and no one can deprive us of our share in 
the divinity. If reason has an office. and if, by its 
aid, any logical truth can be grasped by comparing 
the things that surround us with those in the un- 
fathomable depths of the stellar universe, this seems 
to be the destiny of man and beast. J. J. McCasz. 


SO HO 
Infinities. 


To ras Enrror or Tue Trova Seexer, Sir: In an 
article on Theism, by Otto Wettstein, in Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER of November 27, 1886, is this passage: 
* Among the postulates of science which are estab- 
lished with axiomatic certainty are the eternity of 
time, the infinitude of space, and the eternity and in- 
finitude of matter filling all space.” 

Now, while I do, and many of your readers may, 
agree with Mr. Wettstein in many things, I cannot 
see how we are to understand this language. If mat- 
ter is infinit, what becomes of space? Is it possible 
that that can be infinit too? Can two infinities 


time? If they cannot, are they infinit? Can two 


infinities exist? © iens zt 


| What are we to understand by this word space, 


anyway? There may be “space” in Illinois, but 
here in Michigan it is ever full of something; if not. 
matter, vou can know for a certainty that a wolverine 
has got there. F. B. Hatt. 
Augusta, Mich., Nov. 29, 1886. : 


"The Hell of the Christian Deity. 
r From the Secular Revien, 

But to return to hell. I fear not the coarse brim-. 
stone heli of Christian teleology. It is simply the 
savage fable of a barbarous time, and is rapidly dying 
away before the sunrise of a higher civilization. 
Albeit, O Lord, I do not know that it requires brim- 
stone and burning flesh and darkness to make a hell. 
We are strangely and wonderfully made. Physiology 
cannot solve the mystery of the ego, anatomy cannot. 
unravel the threads of being, and microscopy is blind 
and chemistry is dumb. There is something in us 
not of the earth—something that makes us suscep- 
tible to flashes from the jewels in the tiara of God 
and the wafted fragrance from the myrtle that grows 
on the hills of heaven. The lens and the syphon are 
crushed to dust before the magnificence of Ambition 
and the glory of Love. 

Hast thou ever sat; O Lord, under the hawthorn 


| breathing quiet and wafting fragrance, as day died 


away and as up rose the vesper star, and as peered 


\.from behind a horizon cloud one horn of the solemn 
moon? Of the daughters of men the sons of God 


saw that they were fair (see Genesis vi, 2); did the 
fairest of these daughters of men sit by thy side 


| under that hawthorn white with May, while the day 
| was melting into death and the night was being 


born? .In an impassioned kiss did her gold-red hair 
mix with your locks of brown, and did her panting 


breath mingle with yours? Did you linger there 


when the day was no more, when Night reigned in 
her mystery and silence. and whitened the mist with 
the gleam of a million stars? And, with Orion and 
the Pleiades for witnesses, did that maiden and your- 
self, mutually vow to love forever and forever; and 
did you hear the beating of your own heart and hers 
in the bush of that night of joy? 

And then! She Jav silent. The orange wreath 
was not on her flushed brow, bnt in her pale hands 
were the lilies of Death. Hast thou ever counted the 
bridal favors of Agony and sung the epithalamium of 
Despair? Hast thou ever stood in the dark in the 
field of tombs, letting the fingers fondly rest on the 
chiseled name of the darling dead? How terrible the 
plectrum-stroke that breaks every tense chord of the 
Ivre of Being! How fearful the blow that dashes 
from the lips the cup of bliss and love, leaving only 
the goblet of Marah and misery! How terrible is 
the world that, for axis. revolves round a tombstone 
and a corpse, leaving its death-blasted denizen to 
write with his curdling blood the record of suffering ! 
Hast thou known the misery of him for whom the 
world’s only architecture is a lettered stone, and the 
world’s only flora the violets he has planted ona 
grave? All subsequent love is a specter, and all sub- 
sequent joy a phantom.  Love's raiment is the wind- 
ing-sheet, and joy’s spangles onlv the tinsel torn 
from the coffin lid of her yon kissed in the hawthorn 
shade under the silent clouds and the solemn moon. 
Should any asperse thy power. call me as a witness 
that thou canst make hell, O God. 

And even should the rose-bud of love's morning 
bloom in. the flush of life's midday. and retain its 
sweets till the mellow -twilight of lifes afternoon, 
there. must come for it the ecbilly night and the 
winter of death and desolation. The one heart must 
beat, while the other is clay. The one shall be 
taken, &nd the other left. 'The one remains at the 
old home.in the village street; the other is in the vil. 
lage graveyard, under the ash and the cypress. 
among the matted wild flowers, where the grasshop- 
ver léaps-and chirms. and the lizard basks in the sun. 
In the old-churchyard of the village there is a mound 
where the green of the grass bas not yet quite cov- 


ered the red of the earth; and in the old village | 


home there is an eerie silence and an ever-empty 
chair, anda desolate heart that will be no more what 
it once had been. 


The dav will dawn when one of shall hearken 
In vain to bear & voice that has grown dumb, 
- And moarns will fade, noons pale, and shadows darken, 
While sad eyes watch for feet that never come. 


One of us two must some time face existence 
Alone, with memories that but sharpen pain, 

And these sweet. d^ys shall shine back in the distance 
Like dreams of summer dawns in nights of rain. 


One of us two, with tortured heart half-broken, 

Shall read long-treasured letters through salt tears ; 
Shall kiss with anguished lips each cherished token 

That speaks of these love-crowned delicious years. 
One of us two shall find all light, all beauty, 

All joy on earth. a tale forever done ; ; 
Shall know henceforth that life means only duty— 

O God! O God! hav pity.on that one! 

E —JElla Wheeler Wilcox. 


Not only on our feeble flesh—heir to a thousand ills 
—but on the subtlest and holiest susceptibilities of 
the soul and spirit, falls the doom of the damned. I 
who write hav trodden the red wine press of thy 


701 


wrath, on my head hav been emptied all the contents 
of the seven phials. and I ean bear witness that thou 
canst make hell, O God. MEE 
In almost every home there is a baby-chair, screwed 
to its pedestal to make it higher than the other chairs, 
that baby may sit at table. and with the guard in 
front that baby may not fall. Many a father and 
mother would not exchange that poor chair fora 
regal throne. Thou hast framed them so. O God, 
that it would kill them to part with if. although it 
tortures them to possess it. It is haunted by a spirit, 
and in it and around it there is ever a vision of small 
pink feet and dimpled arms and innocent blue eyes 
and soft brown hair. And-there is a terrible awaken- 
ing from the holy dream. The babe can no longer 
be clasped in the father’s arms, and its lips can press 
that mother’s breast no more. There only remains a 
lock of hair and a pair of small red shoes, with a 
power to fill with tears the eyes that look upon them 
and a spell that can wring two hearts in unspeakable 
pain, and instil memories of a cold, sad day in the 
winter, when the gravel from the spade sounded hol- 
low upon a little coffin covered with flowers. In the 
memory of two tiny feet, whose tread shall never 
again be heard on my floor. in the memory of the 
prattle of my child that shall greet my ears no 
more forever, by the tears that dim my eyes as I 
write these words, I testify that thou canst make hell, 


O God! SALADIN. 
—————— —4- 6 99———— — ——— 
The Church and Its Supporters in Mexico City. 
From, Joaquin Miller's Mexican Letter in the Independent, Z 
Hat in hand, let us enter the lofty doors of the 
cathedral, if only for a moment. Gold and silver, 


and silver and gold! Get a book and read of this. 


cathedral. After that you can better understand the 
splendor and the squalor that come clashing together 
inside these doors, in awful contrast. 

Look forward at the far. deep nave! Fifty feet 
high and forty feet wide! You see nothing but gold 
and gold and gold! The image of God and his 
angels. Old, bald-headed Saint Peter patiently hold- 
ing his keys and ready to unlock heaven to the 
kneeling world. > 

And now look on the dirty floor before you. A 
thousand poor creatures crawling about, some blind, 
some lame, some dying of loathsome diseases, and all 
very, very miserable; all naked, and hungry, and 
helpless; yet a sea of glittering gold before them. 

The music is sublime! Mass is being said for 
some dead Mexican robber of princely fortune, and 
so the singers, the priests, the little boys, and the 
big boys. too, are all doing their best. 

A good many of the cripples that crawl about over 
the dirty floor hav lottery tickets to sell. Many an 
old woman with a babv on her back offers you a 
lottery ticket, by way of breaking the ice, and get- 
ting well enough acquainted to ask you fora cent. 
Every day, every hour, in church and out of church, 
you are importuned by the poor to buy lottery tickets. 
A priest called on me the day I came to this curious 
town, imploring me to buy some lottery tickets of 
him, for the benefit of his church and: for his poor. 
These lotteries are conducted by the government, as 
in Italy. The government g ts a large per cent. 
Those who sell the tickets ge a liberal commission. 
What I mean to sayis, you can buy vour tickets 
directly from the government a great deal cheaper 
than you can in the stores and on the streets. 

Yes, indeed, it is simply awful. Every one expects 
to draw a grand prize to-morrow. and so why go to 
work to-day? O Mexico, Mexico! why will you per- 
sist in standing forever in your own glorious light ? 

Deeper and deeper the organ sounds. and londer 
and louder the prayers for the dead. The people— 
the poor, naked. and lazv, and dirty people—all on 
their knees, join in the prayer for the departed soul. 
They fall on their faces, they spread their naked, 
dirty arms wide out on the the naked. dirty floor. and 
lie there praying and mourning in the dust on their 
faces, their splendor of bair sweeping up the dust. 

Here comes in a priest to pray. He is leading a 
little boy. Perhaps this good priest is & sort of 
schoolmaster also. He has a book or two in his 
right hand, also a very large sheet of lottery tickets. 
He brushes the floor a little with his long greasy 
grown, He puts down the books, and then and 
there he places the lottery tickets, so that no one 
may steal them while he prays. and so he kneels on 
books and tickets, his head sidewise, his eyes closed ; 
his fat and greasy hands are full of greasy beads. 
The little boy kneels on his robe behind. And the 
little boy, with beautiful eyes and cheeks like a rose, 
keeps looking roguishly about at some pretty little 
Mexieans with the mother praying at another altar. 
Let us go hence. [ think God is outside. f 


Advice to an Inquirer. 

Be careful, above all things. of professing to see in the 
phenomena of the material world the evidences of divine 
pleasure or displeasure. Doubt those who would deduce 
from. the fall of the Tower of Siloam the anger of the Lord 
against those who were crushed. Doubts equallv those who 
pretend to see in cholera, cattle plague, and bad harvests evi- 
dences of divine anger. Doubt those spiritual guides who, 
in Scotland, hav lately propounded the monstrous theorv that 
the depreciation of railwav scrip is-a congequence-of railway 
traveling on Sundays.—Professor Tyndall, . 
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Enforcing Sunday Laws. 

Section 259 of the Penal Code of this state recites 
that “ the first day of the week being by generalcon- 
sent set apart for rest and religious use, the law pro- 
hibits the doing on that day of certain acts herein- 
after specified, which are serious interruptions of the 
repose and religious liberty of the community.” 
Sections 263-269 specify what shall not be done on 
Sunday, as follows : 


Szo. 268. All labor on Sunday is prohibited, excepting the 
works of necessity or charity. In works of necessity or 
charity is included whatever is needful during the day for 
the good order, health, or comfort of the community. 

Szo. 264. It is a sufficient defense to a prosecution for 
work or labor on the first day of the week, that the defend- 
ant uniformly keeps another day of the week as holy time, 
and does not labor on that day, and that the labor complained 
of was done in such manner as not to interrupt or disturb 
other persons in observing the first day of the week as holy 
time. , 

Szo. 265. All sporting, hunting, fishing, playing, horse- 
racing, gaming, or other public sports, exercises, or shows, 
upon the first day of the week, and all noise disturbing the 
peace of the day, are prohibited. 

Szo. 266. All trades, manufactures, agricultural or mechan- 
ical employments upon the first day of the week are prohib- 
ited, except that when the same are works of necessity they 
may be performed on that day in their usual and orderly 
manner, so as not to interfere with the repose and religious 
liberty of the community. 

Szo. 267. All manner of public selling or offering for sale 
of any property upon Sunday. is prohibited, except articles of 
food may be sold and supplied at any time before ten o’clock 
in the morning; and except also that meals may be sold to be 
eaten on the premises where sold or served elsewhere by 
caterers; and prepared tobacco in places other than where 
spirituous or malt liquors or wines are kept or offered for: 
sale, and fruit, confectionery, newspapers, drugs, medicins, 
and surgical appliances may be sold in a quiet and orderly 
manner at any time of the day. 

Szo. 269. Sabbath breaking is a misdemeanor, punishable 
by a fine not less than one dollar and not more than ten dol- 
lars, or by imprisonment in a county jail not exceeding five 
days, or both (New York Penal Code, 1885). 


For two or three years there hav been in this city 
organizations of hat and dry goods salesmen, who 
hav made strong endeavors to hav these laws en- 
forced. The preachers of the gospel, in whose be- 
half the laws were passed, hav also endeavored to 
enforce them, but without any very brilliant success. 
The efforts of the hat and dry-goods salesmen, many of 
whom hav been forced to labor on Sunday, hav until 
now been as little rewarded. At one of the campaign 
meetings of Henry George, the president of the Hat 
Salesmen's Union pathetically related how he had 
been to every city official having power, from the 
mayor and judges down to the police captains, asking 
them to close the stores on Sunday. Aid and com- 
fort had been refused him in every instance, and it 
looked as though the workers’ unions were as power- 
less as the preachers. . 

But at last a change of heart has affected our city 
officials. Henry George polled over 68,000 votes this 
fall—a third of the entire vote of the city. The 
unions were the source whence he derived his sup- 
port, and now the unions can hav pretty much any- 


thing they want from the laborious loafers in the |- 


City Hall. They will be expected to pay for it at the 
next election. So when the representativs of the 
unions called the attention of Mayor Grace to the 
Sunday laws, he promptly wrote to the superintend- 
ent of police to notify his captains to order the 
patrolmen to see that no hatter or dry- goods mer- 
chant kept his store doors open at all, and that no 
grocer, butcher, baker, or other person dealing in the 
necessaries of life, kept his. store open after ten 
o'clock in the morning. The order was partially 
enforced. 

We hav had these spasmodic exhibitions of septen- 
ary virtue before this, and shall probably hav them 
again, until the Sunday laws are removed from the 
statute books. A few years ago Howard Crosby's 
society prodded the officials up to a performance of 
their alleged duty, and the city was made decidedly 
uncomfortable for a Sunday or two. Bootblacks, 
even, were forbidden to ply their trade, the news- 
dealers were interfered with, and the luckless grocer 
who weighed out a pound of sugar after ten o’clock 
in the morning was arrested. For one Sunday the 


law was strictly enforced ; by the next, the zeal of 


the police had become jubeat: by the next, public 
opinion sat down very hard upon the self-constituted 
censors -of private actions.: Since then all stores 
except saloons hav kept open or not, as the proprie- 
tors found it profitable. 

It is scarcely probable that the efforts of the 
unions will produce more lasting effects than those 
of the clergy. Sunday laws are opposed to the sen- 
timent of all large communities, and in entering upon 
their crusade against the Bowery hatters and Baxter 
street old-clothes merchants, the clerks will find 
themselves in opposition to almost a whole city. 
Whether they are sufficiently strong to coerce a mill- 
ion or so of more or less sensible people is a ques- 
tion for time to determin. The ministers, with all 
their wealth and influence, could not do it. Perhaps 
68,000 voters can until the next election. Then the 
unions will find out their mistake. People do not 
like to be “run” by hat and dry-goods clerks any 
better than by the clergy. 

EE ood 


A Humbug Critic. 


another, showing the denominational bias of the 
prisoners. The number of prisoners was 44,034. Of 
these, 41,335 either gave the denomination in which 
they were reared, or simply said they were Protest- 
ants. The balance, 2,699, were described in the re- 
ports as regular or irregular attendants at Sunday- 
school. Among this large number of prisoners, 2 
were so-called Infidels, 1 an avowed unbeliever. Of 
the 41,335 Protestants, 6,650 did not giv their sec- 
tarian ‘preference. 

"These figures hav been: before the public now 
nearly two years, and our Christian contemporary 
around the corner. has at ins heard of them, and, 
calling it a “humbug census,” walks bravely up the 
hill to attack their accuracy. The table given was: 

Catholica:.... -. :..:5:: ze eerte etre ina 
Church of England : 


Methodist..................... eese ee 
Presbyterian.... 


Christiansens Miri eee enne eene nnne 
Universaliat:....:..:.. eee eren eit reote sssini 
Evangelical................ eee eene 
Swedish Church...................... eere : 2 
Episcopal 
Dunkard.................... usse 

MUDV C M-——————— 
Congregationalist ...........:.s.csssesccssses eret 1 
German Lutheran........ 
German Evangelical... 
German Jews..............-ceeee hene 
United Brethren...... ............. eere eere rette 


Dutch Reformed.... 
Mormon............... 
Carmelite..... 
Joss (China)..............1 eren 
Infidel (2 so-called, 1 MXN) A 
Protestants whose Denomination is unknown 6,650 


"MTM 
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Making a total of... TUE 41,885 
Unaccounted for................. eee 2,699 


44,084 
These figures, says our pious friend, are obviously 
absurd, for the following reasons: 


| well woman. 


** There are represented as being 11 Congregational to 8,708 
Presbyterian crimina‘s. 

t They represent that there are 8,703 Presbyterian criminals, 
and only 8,981 Methodist; this is also entirely absurd, as the 
Methodists of all classes in the United States are nearly or 
quite four times as numerous as the Presbyterians. Assum- 
ing them to be on the average precisely the same as to moral- 
ity, they ought to hav at least four times as many criminals. 
But it is well-known that thousands of children in Methodist 
Sunday-schools throughout the country are from families 
that hav no other connection with any church than that their 
children come to the said schools; and that the Methodist 
church has been and still is doinga work among the unedu- 
cated and the poor which no other-Protestant church at- 
tempts. It is natural that the number of persons charged 
with crime who would assign connection with Methodist con- 
gregations would be greater in proportion to the whole num- 


ber than the number of those who would assign a Presbyterian ` 


connection. 

** The Baptists are represented as having two hundred and 
forty criminals, when they are nearly two-thirds as numerous 
as the other Protestant sects in the United States, exclusiv of 
the Methodists, put together. 

‘The Jews, who furnish very few criminals relativly to 
their whole number, and hav & comparativly small number, 
are put down as having 106 criminals. 

£c Furthermore, as there are 6,050 Protestants whose de- 
nomination is unknown in thé table, or nearly one in seven 


of the whole number, it is clear that the remaining statistics 


must be incorrect.” 

While we hav every disposition" in the world to 
oblige the pious, we cannot change the figures even 
to add a few more to the sects so kindly looked after 
by the Christian editor. We took our figures from 
the official prison reports. We hav those reports on 
hand, and if the editor will giv good and sufficient 
security for their return, we will loan them. to him 
for his own personal satisfaction. 

But we fail to see the force of the criticism. Our 
point was, and is, that Christianity does not restrain 
from crime, and that the Christians of the country 
are also its criminals. We do not care to which sect 
they belong, and hav no objection to their being all 
Methodists, or all Baptists, or all Congregationalists.’ 
That only eleven of the prisoners owned up to being 
Congregationalists is accounted for by the fact that 


ff 


Congregationalism is not much heard of outside of ` 


New England, and these prisoners were in Western 


and Canadian penitentiaries. Why the Methodists 
do not show up in greater proportion to the Presby- 


| terians we do not know, unless it may be that the 
Api 18, 1885, we printed statistics from the 
prison reports of sixty-six prisons of one kind and 


Methodists added to their crimes the sin of lying, 
and, like Peter, denied their sectarian master. As to 
the Baptists, it would hav given us great pleasure to 
report more of them in jail, but, not being a Meth- 
odist, and quoting official figures, we could not mis- 
represent. The large proportion of Jews is easily 
accounted for. When a Christian is stood up before 
a prison clerk and asked his religion, he need not tell 
the precise species of Christian he is of, but can find 
shelter under the generic term Christian. A Jew, on 
the contrary, must answer, “Jew.” The Hebraic 
law-breaker is always accurately recorded.. He can 
not dodge, as can the Congregationalist or Methodist 
or Baptist. 

Finally, if our religious ‘contemporary i is not satis- 
fied with the sectarian division of the official prison 
reports, the editor can take the 2,699 described as 
regular or irregular attendants at Sunday-school and 
the 6,650 Protestants whose denomination is un- 
known, add them together, and divide them among 
the Protestant sects to suit himself. We shall not 


quarrel with any assignment of the rogues that he - 
He can credit all of them to either the - 


may make. 
Congregationalists or the Methodists or the Baptists, 


as his extensiv acquaintance with the rascality of the l 


sects may seem to justify. The point we made in 
using the prison reports will not be dulled. 

And, having walked bravely up the hill to attack 
our figures, we advise our pious friend to imitate his 
valorous prototype, and walk bravely down again. 

et 

A Fallacious Faith Cure. 
. About two months ago the London, Ontario, 
Advertiser printed a remarkable story of a faith 
cure. The story was that on June 8, 1885, Mrs. J. 
McKenzie, of that place, was taken sick: A medical 
diagnosis pronounced the cause a cold upon the 
lungs. Since then she was confined to her bed. 
Two months ago she remarked to her husband that 
she believed she could be cured by faith. The idea, 
she said, was put into her head by almighty God. A 
crowd of Christian brethren were summoned, and 
prayer and supplication ensued, at the termination of 
which, the account goes, she arose from her bed a 
The London Advertiser printed the 
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: story with big headlines and much ‘ciroumstan. | 


tiality of detail, We were at the time in- 
formed of the affair by a resident of London, who 
also informed us that the whole affair was a hum- 

. bug. Last week we received a copy of the London 
Advertiser dated November 20th. In the local news 
was this significant item: 


** Mrs. McKenzie, wife of Mr. James McKenzie, of Dundas 
street, died this morning after a lengthy illness. Deceased 
lady was thirty-four years old. During the recent visit-of the 
exangelists, Avis and Brown, her case obtained some noto- 
riety in consequence of a report that she had been cured of 
her ailment by faith.” 

Christianity will probably derive great — 
from this faith cure, but we do not seé just how it is 
going to be done. 


— 1 ] 
Tke Catholic Church and Our Postmasters. . 


Tux Trorx SxrkkR now has a contemporary in this 
city of which-we cannot say it is “esteemed.” Our 
contemporary is a new journal, and its name is Zhe 
American Catholic News. The prospectus sets 
forth that the paper is cheap in price, large in quan- 
tity, and able in quality. The list of contributors 
includes some good men, among them James Red- 
path of the North American Review, & thorough- 
going Infidel, whose contributions we shall read with 
curiosity. The prospectus has been sent to the 
postmasters of the country, with a special plea for 
them to bécome the agents of the paper. 

The first issue of this paper is dated November 
17th. The leading communication is by Henry A. 
Brann, a noted priest of this vicinity, and is headed 
“The Republic in Danger." This article, which rep- 
resents the purpose of the new journal, discloses the 
significance of the journalistic venture by the church. 

Beginning by calling Infidelity “red-handed,” the 
Rev. Mr. Brann proceeds to state by implication the 
doctrins of the opposit party—the Roman Catholic 
church. His words are worth preserving : 


“The American who murders faith in Christ will not 


scruple 1$ kill his children after they are born. 

“ A new danger threatens. The doctrin cf original sin is 
practically ignored. The law of laboris attacked. Instead 
of preaching the truth of Christian asceticism that we are all 


born in sin, that we must labor and suffer, and that the more 


we, labor and suffer here, the greater will be our reward here- 
after, new apostles arise to tell us that property is theft, that 
society is the devil, that Anarchy should be law ; that labor- 
ers should rebel against their employers, and kill the goose 
that lays the golden egg." That a Utopia, conceived in the 
‘brain of men immoral and unprincipled, and hatched- into 
life amid the fumes of absinthe and beer, should be substi- 
tuted for the present state of society which has the sanction 
of centuries of orthodox Christianity to sustair it, is not only 
wicked, but. absurd. 

“Men dream.of making this earth, which on account of 
sin is only a place of probation and suffering, a heaven of 
beer saloons and harems for the working classes. 

* Now what is it that has been effecting this change in our 
people and in their ideas? Much is due to the importation 

. of foreign notions by the scum of foreign nations. Bnta 
chief source and fountain of infection is found in our public 
schools as at present established. 

“ They are not only destitute of moral teaching, but moral 
training becomes impossible inthem. There can be no solid 
moral training separate from doctrinal teaching. The law of 
belief is the law of morals. You may tell peopleto be good; 
but unless you can promis them rewards for well-doing, and 
punishments for evil-doing, not only here, but hereafter, un- 
less you can giv sanction to your precept, human passions 
will break through your training. Even where men believe 
in God, in heaven, and in hell, and are not held in check by 
the strong influences of orthodox Christianity, they break the 
laws and indulge their evil appetites. If they do this in the 
green wood, what will they do in the dry? If the well-built 
dyke of Christianity is not strong enough to prevent the 
abuse of free will and keep back the flood of licentiousness, 
how will your makeshift of a baseless ethics restrain the evil 
inclinationsof nature? Is the bayonet to be the only God to 

` keep the rabble down; and the switch the only law to repress 
the rebellious child? But the public school has abolished 
even the switch for the child. The bayonot and the gun will 
` be needed to keep him down when he grows older. 

‘CA school full of Jews, Unitarians, Protestants of every 
hue, and Catholics; with teachers, some Jews, some Agnos- 
tics, some whose conduct is good, and some whose conduct 
. is known to be disedifying ; a school without God, without 

prayer, except sometimes one that is mocked or rejected by 
a large portion of the scholars ; a school in which little girls 
.of ten are taught anatomy, but not permitted to learn the 
Apostles’ Creed.; a school in which the teachers are chiefly 
appointed by political influence; in which they are frequently 
mercenaries teaching for hire without any regard to the 
moral training of the children; a school in which the theories 
of prominent Infidels are accepted by many of the teachers, 
who believe in Darwin, Tyndall, and Herbert Spencer, and 


accept the Popular Science Monthly for their evangel instead. 


of the Ten Commandments and the orthodox faith of their 


fathers—such is the public school, promiscuous, indifferent, . 


godless even when it is. not actually immora] in its whole 
"énvirónment: ` 


And this is the cradle in which the young American | with some religious ceremonies. 


mind is being brought up.” 
That is the complaint; this is the remedy : 


* ‘But we cannot settle the school question,’ say some. 
Then your American statesmen must be very deficient in 
sagacity and expedient. 
countries hav settled it on the denominational. basis. There 
ought to be statesmanship enough in this country to equal 
theirs. 

. At any rate, the Catholic doctrin and demand stand. . The 
rights of God are prior to those of the state or even of the 
parent. The child's soul is God's, is Christ's. Christ de- 
mands that the child's soul shall be trained in his doctrins 
and morals, and saved from contaminating influences and 
danger. This can only be done by daily cultivation at home 
and in the school, of the child's spiritual nature. It must be 
daily instructed in the fear and love of God. 

* Only a physical.or a moral impossibility will justify a 
Catholic for not doing his duty in the matter. Nor will he 
be satisfied with any homeopathic dose of religion in the 
Schools. The singing of hymns and a mere perusal of a bit 
of the Bible will not do. The Catholic wants his child to be 
taught the positiv dogmas of his church, and the positiv pre- 
cepts of her moral code; for he believes in God, in 
Christ, the son of God, and in the church, the representativ 
of the redeemed on earth. He believes that his child will be 
8 betier citizen for being & better Christian; and that the 
chief danger of the republic i is from the godless education of 
the young.” 


The Rev. Mr. Brann represents the Roman 
Catholic church. What: he would do with our 
Schools, that would the church do. His statement of 
her doctrins is correct. The rights of God—that is, 
of the church—are prior to the rights of the parent! 
The church would tear a child from its parents’ care 
and bring it up a Roman Catholic. 

This is the doctrin the new journal is started to 
propagate, and the postmasters of the country are 
asked to be its agents. If one of them does this, his 
pernicious activity should meet with proper reward. 

——— 9-9 99—— — ———- 
Christian Unity. 
A topic that has occupied a great deal of attention 


‘lately from the churches is what they call Christian, 


unity—a coming together. of all the sects upon a 
common basis, such as the Apostles’ Creed and a 
few fundamental dogmas. The object of such union 
would be to resist the spread of Infidelity, hav Chris- 
tianity taught in the schools, and God recognized as 
& power by our federal government. 

Two church bodies hav considered this question 
in national council, the Congregational and the Epis- 
copal. Of the deliberations of the former, the Inde- 
pendent, their organ, said: 

** We'earnestly believe that union between the churches is, 
next to their mission work, their first duty. We belicve that 
Christians are not sofarapart in their hearts as they keep 
themselvs in their organizations, and that evangelical 
churches Presbyterially governed, or Congregationally gov- 
erned, and perhaps Episcopally governed, could come to- 
gether very much easier than is generally supposed." 

The Episcopalian House of Bishops sent this mes- 
sage to the Congregationalists’ council: 


“ This house avows its solemn purpose, under the guid- 
ance of the holy spirit, to promote, with the concurrence of 
the House of Deputies, some practical plan for bringing be- 
fore all our fellow-Christians in this land the duty to our 
common Lord and savior of terminating the unhappy divis- 
ions which dishonor his blessed name and hinder the triumph 
upon earth of his glorious kingdom.” 

Various religious papers hav urged this course 
upon the churches, and various ministers hav ex- 
pressed their belief that some plan could be hit upon 
by which all the sects could gather under one roof. 
But until this week's Trura Szzxer is ‘issued, no one 
will hav seen how this union scheme would work. 
Our artist has shown them. Mr. Heston is a keen 
historian and a long-headed prophet, and on our first 
page he shows how by cheerfully laboring together 
the sects can suppress Infidelity. They hav but to 
follow the efficacious methods of their ancestors, and 
the thing is done. The Congregationalists of New 
England can unite with the Calvinists of Geneva; 
the Catholics of Continental Europe with the Epis- 
copalians of England, and all gleefully contributing 
their best to their beloved work, they can heap the 
witches of Boston, the Unitarians of Geneva, the her- 
etics of Europe, and the Catholics in Great Britain, 
into one united pile, and hav an auto-då-fé, witch- 
hanging, and Quaker-pressing all inone. It would be 
a regular Thanksgiving family reunion, and would, 
no doubt, result in the greatest harmony and good 
feeling between the sects. 

The only obstacle that we can see is that this is a 
partially civilized age, owing to the persistent efforts 


.of the obstinate heretics for whose benefit the union 
| is contemplated, and theré are laws which interfere 


Germany and Austria and other | 
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Perhaps, though, 
by meeting in New Jersey, this legal difficulty could 


be removed. 
—— — 94 9— ————— 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 

Tarr are about a thousand of our subscribers in 
arrears, their indebtedness aggregating some two or 
three thousand dollars. To each one of these 
debtors, of course, the amount is small, but to us the 
amount is very large, and sadly hinders our work. 
We need this money—need it now—and we respect- 
fully ask that it be remitted. 

It costs a great deal of money to publish a large 
journal, and we hav no extensiv advertising patronage 
to help us out. We depend entirely upon the sub- 
scription list and book sales to obtain cash to pay 
bills, and when so large a sum as two and three 
thousand dollars is kept from us, the financial shoe 
grows painfully tight. l 

Every subscriber can see upon his tab just to what 
date his subscription is paid. Those whose time has 
expired are requested to remit at once. 


— ta 
Real Believers in the Bible. 

Chicago has just been the place of conference of a 
small but very biblical lot of men. It was the pre- 
millennial conference of those who believe that the 
end of the world is not far distant. 

The journals which report the proceedings say that 
the papers read at the conference were evidently the 
result of long and careful study of the Bible. Hach 
idea advanced was supported by a scripture passage, 
which, it was claimed, authorizes it, and words and 
passages from the original Hebrew and Greek were 
often quoted, and their “ true interpretation " given. 
The use of scriptural language all through the dif. 
ferent papers was much more extensiv than one hears 
in the ordinary sermon of the day. 

The people of Chicago called: the meeting a con- 
gress of cranks. It is a curious fact that religious 
fanatics always talk Bible, and the closer they stick 
to that ancient volume in its literal meaning the 
greater lunatics are they considered. There is al- 
| ready a current saying, “the nearer the church, the 
farther from God,” but it may well be superseded by 
another, “ The nearer the Bible, the closer to the luna- 
tic asylum,” for nowadays the most biblical religion 
is regarded as the craziest. 


———— —974—9———————— 
Too Deep for Us. 

A subscriber asks these questions, which he truth- 
fully says are of prime importance to him and other 
wage-workers. He wants to know: 

1. The editor’s views on the tariff question. 

2. What is the first thing necessary to do in order 
secure to the workers a just share of the wealth they 
create. 

8. The editor's views on the cooperativ industrial 
system. 

It would be easy enough for the editor to write 
down his opinions on the first and third queries, but 
it would not be so easy to prove he is right, An 
editor’s opinion is worth no more than another man’s 
except as he may be in a position to possess better 
information, and there are a great many people who 
know more about tariff and cooperation than we do. 

As to the second question, we do not think that 
the man livs who can accurately answer it. A better 
and more just social system must bea growth. Itis 
contrary to the past experience of the race to sup- 
pose that any empirical scheme can be devised that 
will fill the bill. 

We turn all these questions over to the philoso- 
phers of the Manhattan Liberal Club. What they 
cannot settle, on five minutes’ consideration, must be 
referred to omniscience when found. 


——— —9-4—————— f 
A pispaton to the World, of this city, from Ishpeming. 


Mich., dated December 2d, runs as follows : 

* All churches, schools, places of amusement, and public gather- 
ings were closed by the Board of Health two weeks ago on account 
of diphtheria. 
waiting for an order for reopening, called a mass-meeting for to- 
night, at which it was resolved to open the churches again. Inar- 
much as thore were three deaths from diphtheria to-day, the actiun 
is thought by many citizens to be very hasty. It is likely to biin: 
the churches into conflict with the municipal authorities, for tl e 
ministers say that they will open the churches, and the officers ĉe 
clare that they will not be permitted to do 80." 

The line of conduct of these preachers must be dictated by 
one of three reasons: They consider themselvs superior to 


the state, or they want to hear themselvs talk, or they regard 


the souls of their parishoners as of more consequence than. 
As. all three of these reasons are wrong, the. 


their bodies. 
ministers are acting foolishly. But then, that. is a common 


ailing’ of the men of God! Um 


The pastors of several churches, growing tired of ` 


X. 
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Letters fram friends. 


Grayp Rapips, Mior., Nov. 10, 1886. 
Mz. Evrtror: I should like to attend the convention of 
truth seekers. What a glorious band! 
among them. What a happy thought! I wish to express 
my unbounded admiration for your valuable paper, which 
I hav been reading about one year, and for the teachings I 
hav received from it and the cartoons. I send you one dol- 

lar for the Congress fund. Cuas. Saon. 


Lynnov, Itt., Nov. 28. 1886. 

Mr. Éprron: Having been so kind as to publish my for- 
mer letter, I would offer this as a postscript. 

Compare Geer’s quotation from Ingersoll’s Galesburg speech 
and the following, taken from ‘‘ Wit, Wisdom, and Elo- 
quence :” ** I want an honest dollar. I want a coin dollar. I 
want a paper dollar, based on a coin dollar. I want the silver 
dollar worth ‘as much as the gold dollar, it you hav to make 
it four feet in diameter." 

But he don't tell the poor dupes that every time you open 
anew gold mine or a new silver. mine you would hav to 
change the diameter of that ‘‘ honest” dollar. And, Mr. Edi- 
tor, for what few silver dollars I hav had to exchange [ hav 
always been fortunate enough to receive just as much sugar 
coffee, tea, por, beef. or corn as I could get for the gold 
dollar, although the silver dollar is worth twenty cents less 
than the gold dollar (intrinsic value—ah !). And out here in 
Ilinois they will even receive the greenback for taxes, not- 
withstanding the fearful and unjust stab the accoucheurs 
gave this wonderful life-diffusing baby when it was born. 

No honest man of intelligence ought to giv or receive the 
statement as truth that our paper money is based on coin. 

C. H. BARTHEL. 


Evanston, Wy. T., Nov. 21, 1886. 
Mr. Epitor: Find inclosed $1.75, for which please send 
** Men, Women, and Gods,” and the ‘‘ Truth Seeker Collec- 
iion.” 

This is my first year as a subscriber to your paper, and 1 
am very much pleased with it. Iwas brought up in the 
Methodist Episcopal church, but failing to find truth and 
reason there, I hav investigated many other religions, and 
they all amount to the same thing—superstition. I see some 
of your correspondents write they hav been brought up Lib- 
erals. How I envy them! They hav no idea how hard it is 
to get out of the ruts of superstition into the light of liberty. 
The Liberals of the East ought to be well posted and able 
to do much work for the cause of freedom of thought. 
They hav opportunity of listening to such men as Ingersoll, 
Watts, Reynolds, Putnam, and others. 

Speaking of Mr. Putnam puts me in mind of an article of 
his I read. on ** Mormonism.” Let me say he understands 
that ism better than any other writer I hav read. 

A great many Liberals may think that it is queer church- 
members do not investigate and see what kind of a founda. 
tion their faith is built upon. They are afraid to do this. 
They are afraid of offending the God they worship. Iknow 
how Ifelt, and it tóok years for me to overcome this fear. 
but I am glad that I enjoy mental liberty now. I say “ en- 
joy,” for I do enjoy being free. When Sunday coues I can 
enjoy myself reading or taking a walk with my wife and 
children. 

I am happy to say my wife also enjoys the light of mental 
liberty. therefore I do not hav to contend against my family. 
as, I see by letters in your paper. some of my brothers hav 
todo. Iam anxious that my children should be taught uni 
versal mental liberty, but how I am to accomplish this is 
more than I can understand at present. Since having my 
eyes opened, I see that I am far behind. intellectually, what 
I should hav been if my education had been different in my 
youth. 

I think the illustrations in Tng TRUTH BExkkxR are just 
what is needed. I can induce church-members to look at the 
ascension of Enoch or Carpenter Noah, when it would be 
impossible to get them to read an article. 

W. R. MacDonatp. 


D 


CALISTOGA, Car., Nov. 20, 286. 

Mr. Eniron: Politics has had a lively turn in this state— 
no less than six nominees for governor, and badly-mixed 
tickets the rest of the way down the state list. The Demo- 
crats won the governor, and it is said that much money was 
won betting on his chances. A leading paper of San Fran- 
cisco, having the facts in the office of Burtlett’s election, 
kept booming Swift's count, while putting out coin through 
** pigeons" on Bartlett, and, it is said, won some $70,000. 
I think there is a law against betting at elections. Whether 
so or not, there is much of it done. and the principles sup- 
posed to be represented by the ballot are regarded with 
about as much esteem as those at a raffle. 

L. Alexander, of Watcrville, Minn., hits off the Dunkards 
very well. However, he is off a little in some things. The 
Dunkards do not derive their name from & saint, but, I think, 
from the words ‘thank you” in Dutch, which when pro- 
nounced sound much like dunka or donkah. The soup-eat- 

: ing is not exactly the communion, it is the part they call the 
“love feast," and they hav unleavened bread and a little 
wine to commemorate the death of Christ, or for sacramental 
purposes. They are of German origin, mostly, I think, and 
settled early in Pennsylvania and Maryland. From there 
they hav settled in many other states, but not as pioneers 
often, as they are a non-resisting scct. Many of them are 
very ignorant, and cite às an excuse that Christ chose his 
disciples and obtained most of his immediate following 
from among the poor and ignorant. They are usually of a 
benevolent turn, and practice their peculiar faith as a duty, 
and not asa business. Their preachers seldom expect or 


wear coarse though substantial material. 


Not one hypocri | ~~ : : : 
disturbance in the community. 


folly. 
awaits them—a disgraceful life and a shameful death. Will 
the church ever advance enough to accept the idea of indi- 


yet protest it in part, 


falsehoods it contains. 


in history, besides living testimonials of their intellectual de- 


take pay for services of any kind—oply when the minister is 


poor, and is called away from home, and is thus put to un- 


unsua] expense. 


They used to cut their clothes after a peculiar fashion, and 
They are usually 
honest and industrious, and seldom make much noise Or 
It is a rule among them— 
though the men do not all part their hair in the middle, as 
some are bald.headed and some are too slothful to part it at 
all. except perhaps on occasion. As a party once raid. he 
washed once a month, whether he needed it or not—and of 
of later years still another portion of the men'hav acquired 
considerable education, and fail to follow the customs of the 
older brethren. J. C. WEYBRIGHT. 


: MYRTLE CREEK, OR., Nov. 80. 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: It is obvious that many people cannot giv 


‘up their Christ because they are- not willing to giv up their 


sins; but continue sinning against nature and their race. 
The cause of learning, science, or humanity seems to be 
nothing to them. Their chief object is to gratify their sens- 
ual desires unti] death, and then to be wafted to an ideal 
heaven in the embrace of their savior.: They join with the 
clergy in denouncing Infidelity. and in saying that a moral 
man is dangerous in any society. All respectable people 
shoulà beware, for soon they will fall victims to their own 
No Christ can save them from the inevitable fate that 


vidual liberty and individual responsibility ? 

It is novel how some theologians accept science in part and 
They ask us to become fools that we 
may become wise, which simply means that we should sac- 


rifice or ignore truth and knowledge in order to accept their 


mythical theology. Doctors of divinity hav always opposed 
the dissemination of scientific knowledge, which is good evi- 
dence that their divinity must be frail. Our divinity needs 
no assuming quack doctors to administer in any way. We 
are subservient to his inexorable laws, so the more we know 
of those Jaws the more we know of our divinity. We ac- 
knowledge the right of every man, woman, and child to 


speak of things divine, and to develop morally, socially, and 


intellectually. We believe that a man has as much sense br- 
fore the priest lays his hands upon him as after—perhaps 
more. 

It is peculiar to some people to denounce everything as 
untrue that does not harmonize with their views or belief. 
But though truth is not always beautiful or pleasant, it is 
nevertheless steadfast. Should all mankind accept an error. 
and reject the truth, the character of either is unchanged. 
Some manifest a desire to destroy and suppress all literature, 
except their own or that which isapproved by their leaders. 
Yet, strange to say, they know little of their’ own reading. 
and much less of that they never read. : Their plea is that 
anything of an immoral character, or anything that is.ob- 
scene or licentious, should not, be tolerated. Another plea 
they make is that à book or paper is bad in proportion to the 
Now, to all this we agree, but 
through charity to them for their ignorance and delusion, we 
tolerate with them what they are not willing to tolerate with 
us. They may keep their fables and obscene tales until -pos- 
terity and society outgrow them. We do not wish to per- 
petuate falsehood and superstition, although it is convenient 
to make comparisons, which make the truth sparkle like the 
polished diamond. 

The voice of Bruno, of Italy, who was burnt in Rome on 
the 16th day of February, 1600, is sounding throughout the 
intellectual world. Copernicus. Galileo, Kepler, Newton, and 
a host of others add to the grand constellation as a memorial 


velopment and scientific progress. 

We will simply say to fanatics when they find alie or any- 
thing of a licentious character in our literature, prosecute to 
the extent of the law. But we will let theirs die a natural 
death—though we will criticise all the same and be charitable 
enough to console the mourners. L. C. Hut. 


Coxoorp, KY., Nov. 28, 1886. 

To My CANADIAN CORRESPONDENT, Dear Sir: Your favor 
received, also Mr. Pentecost’s sermon, ** Gathcred From the 
Asr,” as he so airily puts it. The wounded snake of super- 
stition “drags its slow length along," but the wound is mor- 
tal, and its last expiring gasp is only a question of time. Had 
I never inquired, I might hav been as devout a Christian as 
you appear to be, and might hav been repeating the same old 
Story that you repeat. But when I asked where those hére- 
afters were with which you and your kind seem to be so fa- 
miliar, the only rational answer that I received was an echo. 
I would be sorry indeed to impugn your veracity, but I 
thought while reading your letter. you presented some of the 
best specimens of mendacity that I ever saw. "There are but 
two ways of settling those sayings which you impute to Infi- 
dels, and they are very much alike. Either those persons 
that said these things were not Infidels, or, if they were Infi- 
dels, they never said them. "This is conclusiv. The trouble 
with you good people is, you hav so much faith for seeing 
the impossible that you are unable to discern the actual. You 
are like the ** winged brother of the cat "—you can see only 
in the dark. 

Your friend, the Rev. Pentecost, failed tofulfil his promis. 
He declared unreservedly that he would prove the inspira- 
tion of the scriptures. He, like everyone else who has made 
that declaration, fell a victim to his own vanity. Bare as- 
pérsions of character never proved inspiration yet. , 

I will not detail his ‘‘ evidence,” because it is so old, and 
appears so incongruous in this era of comparativ. enlighten- 
ment. Nor do I do see how this eminently good man can be 


so notoriously regardless of truth as to associate the. vicious | 


class to which he alludes with Infidels, That class are but the 


composed. 


deception. 
cording to the ‘‘ precepts,” a single one of the dedicated edi- 
fices would hold them all, and not be densely packed, either. 


torture as souvenirs. 


brilliant place on record ; 
majesty displays very superior taste in his selections. 
august personage which you say you are serving possessed 
as much sagacity, or could see the value of policy as some 
do here. he would propose a compromise with this formida- 
ble enemy.' Certain, your correspondent would prefer being 
in his good graces, seeing he is so potent for both good and 
ill. l 


with her. 


outgrowth of the atonement doctrin. and expect to-avail 
themaelvs of it in thë eleventh hour. This reminds me of an 
anecdote of our friend, Colonel Evlar. An acquaintance ap- 
proaching him with some show of eagerness, asserted rather 
enthusiastically that he was an Infidel.. ‘‘ And why, Billy,” 


asked the colonel, “ are you an Infidel?” The man. appar- 


ently unable to produce any reason, only replied. ‘‘ Because 
J am.” “Wel,” said the colonel, “if you can’t giv your 
reasons, We don’t want you." And that is just it—an Infidel 


is an Infidel upon principle, or he is not one at all. 


His faith, to liv with high endeavor, 
And deeds, when done, are done forever. 


Yon mention the hypocrits of which the church is partly 
"Tis wel]. That institution is certainly a favorit 
harhor with them. Religion is just the article for masking 
Should you exclude all except those who liv ac- 


You, like the rest, persis. in dwelllng upon the ** remorse 
of the dying hour.” -How long must that poor puny argu- 
ment, if argument it may be called, be continued in the ser- 
vice? Hasit not seen enongh? Why should Infidels suffer 


remorse? It is not their history that is black with crime. 
It is not their pathway that is crimson with the blood of 


They hav no stakes and fagots and instruments of 
These glories, this renown. were re- 
served for you. If Paine, Voltaire, and all those distinguished 
Infidels which you name are in hell. then hell is the most 
itis the most inviting. His satanic 
If the 


heretics. 


I do not doubt for a moment that heaven isa very attractiv 
place for you. Gold crowns all sparkling with jewels, and 
robes of material. I suppose, to match gold houses, gold 
pavements (heacens, what a penchant these Christians hav 


for gold !). gold everything. 


But I acknowledge nature as my mother. and I am going 
She has proven herself capable of conserving her 
own intcrests, and I believe she will conserve mine. Iam 
content, and 


“TF an exile on earth: be an ontcast on high, 
Liv on in thy faith, but 1n mine I will die.” 


I will be pleased to hear from you again. 
Virama E. Vance. 


Fort Wortn. Tex.. Nov. 28, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav been looking for some time past for an 
article, or at least some notice, in Tug Teora Seeker on the 
projected Coüperativ Colony of Puget Sound, Wash. Ter., 
but if your paper has contained such notice it has escaped 
my scrutiny. 

As a true reform journal, I think the columns of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER are the proper place for the advocacy of any ` 
project that is intended to ameliorate the condition of the 
working people in general. and believing that this colony will 
be a means to enl'ghten the public as to how a better state of 
things than exists at present can be brought about, T should 
like to see this project thoroughly discussed in your journal. 

Their first pamphlet says: ‘‘ This colony is projected on a 
plan. where the manufacturer, the artist, the engineer, the 
architect, the contractor, merchant, laborer, fisherman, ` 
farmer, dairyman, florist, and others may unite their indus- 
try and means in coóperativ corporation, by which, under a 
thorough system of mutual exchanges and products, they 
may hav all the profits of their own labor, and the econom- 
ical advantages of their own coUperation.” 

I do not see why this cannot be accomplished. and particu- 
larly so in a new country like. Washington Territory, where 
the colony has already secured an admirable site, with excel- 
lent harbor, safe and convenient for the largest vessels of the 
ocean. 

The followers of Henry George will, ïn this community, see 
their principle regarding land put into practice, as will be 
seen by the following paragraph of the colony’s pamphlet : 
** The land will be purchased by the corporation, and the use 
only to the same for actual occupation for homes will be 
sold to colonists, in city lots, varying from 25x150 feet to a 
whole square occupying 300x600 feet—there being 48 lots in 
each block, a block being the greatest amount of city prop- 
erty which any one colonist will be allowed to purchase. Al- 
though the right to the use for homes is all that will be sold, 
yet for home purposes the ownership is complete, as the 
colony does not limit the time of holding. but simply prohib- 
its the same from being leased, rented, mortgaged, or sold to 
any other than the joint stock company, and then only for 
the price paid and for the value of the improvements, upon 
which condition the company will always hold itself ready 
to take back the same and pay the purchase price and for 
the improvements. Lots not to be selected until the colonist 
is ready to improve and occupy the same, and the right 
thereto becoming forfeited by non. use, the forfeiture giving 
the right of purchase by the corporation.” 

" As there will be no room for churches and ministers in 
this new community, except if the Jatter follow some more 
useful avocation, the project should be of iuterest to Free- 
thinkers, even if they do not intend to join the colony. The 
principles by which it will be guided contain the following in 
regard to religion: “ That the sentiment of religion is good in 
the proportion that it inspires the feeling of duty to every 
creature that comes within the sphere of one’s life—a duty 
in thonght and a duty in action—and that religion is sacred 
to, and belongs strictly to, the individual, and not to the col- 
ony, toa ‘municipality. to 8 society. or to an association.” 


And again their pamphlet says; * The church has no claim 


EE 


speaks volumes on the evils of emotional religion : 


. make money. If they could be put under the water treat- 
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upon us. We will try and prevent our colonists from look- 
ing so high and so distant for their happiness as to look over 
and beyond the every-day affairs needing their attention. 
Our care is with this earth. We hav had enough of ‘hell’ 
practically, and too little of ‘heaven.’ We hav had church 
until we can't rest. Let us.hav more of the best moral teach- 
ings of Christ put into practice." 

I would like to mention some more of the many good feat- 
ures of the project, but fearing that these lines will already 
take too much space, I will close, with the hope that through 
this letter some readers of Tue Trurg SEEKER will become 
interested enough in the colony to make further inquiries 
about it, which the secretary of the Central Puget Sound 
Colony Society, at Seattle, will be glad to answer. Address, 
Mrs. Laura E. Hall, P. O. Box 181, Seattle, Wash. Ter. 

Yours truly, Cuas. PETERS. 


neglected thus to perfect his nature. The noblest characters. 
in the world, the men who are doing the most in the world, 
are men who employ the force that comes from enlarged 
spiritual natures.” , 

This is libelous, this is blasphemy, or history is a farce and 
reason a jack-o’-lantern. I never knew before that Kellogg, 
of the School Journal, isa Salvation Army man, or a follower 
of the meek and lowly Talmage. 

` If I did not hav faith in the ultimate triumph of reason, of 
being released finally from the shackles of fanaticism; if I 
did not believe that I will see the time when, untrammeled, I 
can teach morality without a savior and manhood without 
the regeneration of a blood atonement, I would say, ** Truly, 
wisdom ,increaseth sorrow, and an intellectual life is not 
worth living." 

Yours in envy for your freedom, and in disgust for my 
chains, ; . SeHOOLMASTER. 


STEUBENVILLE, O., Nov. 30, 1886. 


Mr. Eprror: I inclose a clipping from a newspaper that Osuxosn, Wis., Nov. 28, 1886. 


Mz. Eprror: If my memory serves me right, there is a 
balance of thirty cents due me at your office, for which please 
send me your ANNUAL for 1887 as soon as it is out, and the 
balance in tracts. 

Knowing you to be a very liberal man, I inclose you an 
envelope from the first Methodist Episcopal church of this 
city in which Messrs. Potter and Miller are holding revival 
meetings. Now, you can inclose your donation in this little 
envelope, and I will pledge you the honor of a square-toed 
Infidel that it will be delivered just as you may direct. This 
is not the only way they collect money to keep up these re- 
vivals, for a few evenings ago the preacher said, “ I want to 
find ten persons in this audience who will giv $20 each,” and 
he found them. | Then he said he wanted to find ten more 
persons who would giv $10 each, and after finding them he 
called for ten more persons who would giv $5 each. Then 
he made another eall for twenty persons who would giv $2 
each, and then for twenty more who would giv $1 each. I 
am told that Messrs. Potter and Miller get $50 a week each 
for running this gospel shop, and I believe they intend to run 
it as long as it will pay. They claim to hav converted one 
hundred men in the last three weeks, but I happened to see 
how some of it was done. I saw Mr. Potter fairly drag a 
young girl out of a pew to get her to come up to the altar to 
be prayed for, and this they call converting them! Had it 
been a daughter or other relativ of mine, I would hav worn 
out my cane on him. I called in there one evening last week 
with a friend of mine, and when Mr. Potter came around 
looking for dupes, he put his hand on my shoulder and said 
to me, ‘‘ You are a Christian, ain't you?” ‘No, sir, I am a 
square-toed Infidel,” said I. ‘Well, I am glad to see you 
here,” said he, and when he returned down the aisle he stopped 
again and shook hands with me, saying. ‘You must come 
often.” I said, “Iam no hypocrit, sir; I liv right up to my 
profession, and I know many Christians who do not." 

My Trout Seeker comes regularly, and I must say that 
those cartoons are immense. They are making more: Lib- 
erals than all of our lecturers put together. Long liv Hes- 
ton! It has been more than a year since we had a Libéral 
lecture here. What do you mean to do with this city, any- 
how? Do you intend to let us all go to the devil, and not 
put forth a a saving hand? Think of it. Here is a city of 
twenty-five thousand inhabitants, and only one Liberal lect. 
ure in a year. No wonder the God.shops prosper. If I 
were able I would hav a lecturer here once a week at least, 
but I am not. If these people could hear the other side of 
the question once a month, ten of these preachers would hav 
to ride on one horse. Please send us a speaker if you can. 
and they wil always be welcome at my house, and I will 
take as good care of them as any hotel in this city. 

Gzo. M. Hanz. 


Mrs, M. B. Woodworth, the evangelist. who is now conducting a 
Series of revival meetings at Muncie, Ind., bas received a petition 
signed by a large number of church-members, asking her to dis- 
continue her preaching in that city. The petit'on states as a rea- 
son for making the request, that, ‘as the result of your recent 
megtings, we hav seen one of our most respected citizens made de- 
feudant in a $10,000 libel snit; we hav seen oneof our fair daugh- 
ters carried from our midst by one of your camp-followers, and 
another brought to the verge of a suicide's grave; we hav seen a 
mother whose children needed her constant and tender care, ren- 
dered insane. So long is the list of similar resulte, we feel it our 
duty to request you, as we do, that you cease your labors in our 
midst and go hence.” 


This evangelist is one of many all ** working the same 
racket" to play on the emotions of the weak-minded, and 


ment at the nozzle of a six-inch hose for a short time it 
would be little enongh punishment for the evil they do; but 
that would not suit the majority, who like to see superstition 
triumphant. Itis only when you speak against tvranny and 
monopoly that the Jaw punishes for speaking. Free speech 
in this country is only for the majority. If you even attend 
a meeting where the evils of our present mock civilization 
are likely to be spoken of you are liable to be hanged, espe- 
cially if the police attack a lawful meeting, and somebody 
gets hurt. 

Then if you are within hearing you may be hung for an 
accessory. You are equally guilty with the man that throws 
the bomb, and the police can attend any meeting if it is sus- 
pected of holding opinions opposit to the opinions of the 
majority. How the autocrat of Russia would laugh in his 
sleeve when he heard of the hanging of seven or eight men 
because they had opinions and dared to state them against 
the opinions of the majority of this free republic! What a 
mockery of freedom of speech, and what a commentary on 
our glorious Constitution, which says that Congress shall 
pass no laws.to abridge the freedom of speech or of the press! 

J. Downes. 


Gor's Town, Our West. Nov. 25, 1886. 

Mr. Eprtor: I am-not a moral coward, but I am a relig- 
ious hypocrit ; and it is eminently fitting that I should be so. 
Accordiug to my circumstances, it is perfectly proper. Iam 
a teacher, the principal of quite an important school, and 
were it known that I entertained a siugle heterodox thought, 
I would be asked to resign quicker than if I were the fallen 
archangel himself. Indeed, my first experience of my board 
of education was almost a ‘‘ grand bounce," because I played 
a game of chess on Sunday! 

The sole work in which I take pleasure is teaching. . I hav 
rushed like mad from one profession to another, in order to 
tind one which did not require a creed. But it was like 
gall and wormwood to me to be in any work but that of 
school. teaching. As a teacher I am-a success, and as a relig- 
ious hypocrit I am a success. Of all things that I detest, a 
religious hypocrit is the most detestable, but the infernal in- 
quisition of the Christian boycott makes the teacher’s man- 
hood a sniveling imbecility. Openly I smile benevolently on 
the sentiment that takes my manhood from me, but loathe in 
my heart the tyrannic souls of these ultra-Puritanic guard- 


Watertown, N. Y., Dec. 1, 286. 
Mn. Eptror: Last Saturday night Mr. John E. Remsburg, 
of Kansas, commenced a series of Liberal lectures at. the 
Music Hall, this city. Owing to the fact that the lectures were 
not properly advertised the audience was not very large. 
Mr. Remsburg’s lecture was ‘‘ Thomas Paine, the Apostle of 


ians of education. 
Liberty and education are the grand saviors of mankind, 


the glorious redeemers of the world. But how many crimes 


are commitied in their dear names! Ivo my school I try 
hard to inculcate the deepest and grandest truths of morality. 


and teach that which will make noble men and noble 
women, but on Sunday I am compelled by public sentiment 


to listen to the cant of intellectual sterility, and smile 
serenely on the stories of Job and the red dragon. It is 
enough to send any man to Bedlam. The divine Iugersoll 


tells us to cast all our cares on him, as it does not hurt him 


to carry them. I would gladly do so, but with my pack St. 
Peter's gate would hav to be widened. 

I send you a clipping from the New York School Journal, 
to show you under what a sentiment the Liberal-minded 
scho .lmaster must labor. I cannot believe in the divinity of 
the scriptures. It is impossible. But to be & success in 
school, to retain my position, to be treated as an honorable 
member of the profession, I must appear to do so. I must 
appear to swallow it all. Perhaps there are places in this 
* land of the free? where I would not be thrown out of my 
profession for my honest belief, but I hav never found that 
heavenly Canaan. . l 

The Schoul Journal says, editorially, “ It is a matter of 
legal enactment that the teacher must be a moral man. 
Morality includes religion; hence, the teacher must be a 
religious mau.” So say they all. It further says, in the 
game article: ‘‘A spiritual power he must be, or he is no 
teacher—no former of character. And, finally, the man 
with @ spiritual side to his mind will know more of any 


branch of knowledge, and teach it better, than one who has 


Liberty ;”” and in eloquent language he paid a glowing 
tribute to the ** author-hero ” of the Revolution. The lect- 
urer mentioned the principal events connected with the life of 
Paine, and the high esteem in which he was held in America 
and France. Thomas Paine was a champion of liberty, a 
pioneer of human thowght, a friend of morality and truth, of 
the poor and cppressed, and waged war with relentless vigor 
against ignorance and superstition. After the death of 
Paine the Christians, with fiendish malignity, attempted to 
destroy the reputation of this illustrious man. The splendid 
services he rendered his country were forgotten. All the 
falsehoods that.hypocrisy could write and tell, all the slimy 
slander that Christian malice could invent, were exultingly 
hurled at the defenseless dead. These slanders Mr. Rems- 
burg met with unanswerable logic, and proved that Thomas 
Paine died as serenely as any inquisitor of the middle ages! 
also that in his last hours he was kindly cared for by lóving 
friends, and did not die in wretchedness and want. 

Sunday afternóon, at 2:30, a fair-sized audience greeted the 
orator from the West. His subject. was ‘‘ Sabbath-Break- 
ing,” and was full of eloquence and wit. Sunday evening a 
still larger audience listened to the eloquent words that fell 


‘from the lips of this brave defender of Thomas Paine. . The 


evening subject was “False Claims.” In this lecture the 
audience saw a picture of Christianity in its palmiest days. 
They saw that for thousands of years the world has been at 


.the mercy of dishonest and designing priests, who hav re- 


morselessly trampled beneath their brutal feet all the sacred 
liberties of man; they heard the sobs and groans of murdered 
millions, and saw the lurid flames of the auto-da.fe ag they 
leaped around the limbs of shrieking martyrs; they saw-the 
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bloody sword of war in the cruel clutch of the church; ; saw 
it cut through the fairest portion of the globe a wide swath 
of desolation and despair. Over these frightful fields of 
death, among the smoldering ruins of a thousand years, they 
saw the bleaching bones of martyred multitudes as left by 
the ravenous wolves of superstition. 'To-day the church, 
with a-leering look of a fiend upon her brazen face, coolly 
informs the world that Christianity is the great promulgator 
of science, and attempts to clasp to her withered breast of: 
faith the brave thinkers of the past. 

Mr. Remsburg is a speaker of great earnestness and force, 
and with him the Liberals of Watertown were favorably im- 
pressed. While in this city he was kindly entertained by 
Hon W. S. Smith and his accomplished wife. 

E. B. Forsom. 


BuzrINGTON, KAN., Nov. 22, 1886. 

BROTHERS SOMERBY AND MaODONALD: It has been a long 
and eventful period in our national history of eight months 
since I hav offered a communication to be published in Tux : 
TuvrH SEEKER. The premonitory symptoms of au approach- 
ing collision of arms between labor and the proud and aristo- 
cratic moneyed lords and monopolistic power of our country 
are unmistakable. I would beless discouraged if it were not 
for the accursed evil practiced to a greater or less degree by 
all the different grades of voters and public 'officials whom we 
elect to guard our liberties selling themselvs and their public 
trust for a mess of pottage. It would be well for them to 
heed the injunction of the Apostle James, who, in his warn- 
ing to the rich and arrogant oppressors of his day, uses 
the following language: ‘‘Go to, now, ye rich men, weep 
and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you. Your 
riches are corrupted, and your garments are motheaten. 
Your gold and silver is cankered, and the rust of them shall 
be a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were 

fire. Ye hav heaped treasure together for the last days. Be- 
hold the hire of thelaborers who hav reaped down your 
fields which is of you kept back by fraud. crieth, and the 
cries of them which hav reaped are entered into the ears of 
the Lord of Sabbaoth. Ye hav lived in pleasure on the earth, 
and been wanton; ye hav nourished your hearts as in a day 
of slaughter. Ye hav condemned and killed the just, and he 
doth not resist you.” 

I ask any candid, unprejudiced person, either skeptic or 
believer, if the present time is not similar, in whole or part, 
to the time when the writer penned the above quotatiou. 
-And are we not adopting the old pro-slavery claims and 
practices that existed in the South during the antislavery agi- 
tation ?: How far hav we evoluted when a mob of police 
enter a newspaper office of Chicago and forbid the publishing 
of anything that would refiect sympathy for the condemned 
so-called Anarchists, on pain of having their press destroyed ? 
These men were tried as Anarchists, and a verdict born from 
the brains of a jury governed by ignorance, fear, revenge, 
and avarice.  Avarice, because old Shylock’s hireling 
threw the bomb, and controled the court, and if those men 
are executed, according to the sentence, it will be the most 
horrible crime that ever was perpetrated against the freedom 
of speech and the press. And I ask again. are not our lib- 
erties in danger when the same mob of police visit a meeting 
of laborers and warn them that if they pass any resolutions 
sympathizing with the unjustly condemned men their meet- 
ing would be suppressed ? 

We doubtless, many of us, remember the fate of Parish 
Lovejoy and his ‘press at Alton, Ill.; how he was murdered 
and his press destroyed by a pro.slavery mob. Numerous 
instances might be quoted proving that things are occurring 
at the present time all over the country under the reign of 
King Gold similar to those that occurred under the reign of 
King Cotton in the South. Then we are satisfied that the old 
saying is true that history repeats itself, both in Biblical times 
and our present age. I consider that our public press bas 
committed an egregious error in not informing the public 
mind on the true doctrins of Socialism according to Web- 
ster: '* A system of society which advocates-a more precise, 
orderly, and harmonious arrangement of the social relations 
of mankind than that which has hitherto prevailed.” ‘‘ So- 
cialist, one who advocates the doctrins of Socialism.” 

A few remarks to our Liberal friends in regard to the 
above agitated questions. It is interesting to read the differ. 
ences of opinions..-One thinks the editor of Tux Tuuru 
SEEKER is wrong in advocating justice to those seven inno- 
cent men. I think he was right, but he did not express him- 
self as fully as I would were I in the same position. An- 
other is afraid that priestcraft will strengthen its cause. 
Others who hav not evolved out of their orthodox shell from 
ignorance, fear, and revenge, demand the Anarchists’ execu- 
tion. 

Those men thay hav been radical in their views, and vision- 
ary in teaching their theories, but that is no excuse for de- 
barring them from the privilege of coming to this country, 
and the right of the freedom of speech and the press. If our 
government cannot stand the strain of the promulgation of 
the doctrins of a few Anarchists and Socialists, it is time we 
knew it. With these considerations, I repeat, I cannot con- 
ceive of any reasonable excuse for the execution of those 
men as felons and murderers. But as our government is ad- 
ministered in the interest of the monopolists and Shylocks, 
and whatever they demand is granted; and as the doctrins 
of those men at Haymarket, *n the 4th of May, were cal- 
culated to educate the laboring classes, and develop them in 
their manhood, it was objectionable to the aristocracy; and 
their object being the subjection of labor to their behests, 
they will use every means, fair or foul, to degrade it. The 
correct principles of a strong government are not in the sup- 
pression and limiting of freedom, but the education of the 
masses, and the unlimited exercise of our minds as long 
we do not trespass on the rights of others. Curis. Brown 
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Ghildren’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“4 Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
‘Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour." 


Little Brown Hands. 
(Selected by E. W. Chamberlain.) 


* Little brown hands des like mine,” 

Said a prattling child one day at play, 

While lips of cherries bathed in wine 
Kissed her face that snmmer day. 

Little brown hands fo soft and warm, 
You come to me from foreign lands; 

You weave a web and you wield a charm 
That catch my heat, you little brown hands. 


Little brown hands that gently press 
My aching head and soothe the pain, 
With your magic touch and soft caress, 
Till I pray that my head may ache again. 
Little brown hands that twist and twirl 
The glass of life till its golden sands. 
Flow fast or slow at your own sweet will; 
O wondrous power of little brown hands. 


Little brown hands, you come and go 

With a cunning deftness all your own; 
You are warm as wine or as cold as snow ; 

You weave a crown or you build a throne. 
Little brown hands from across the sea, 

From the sunny south, from the sunlit lands, 
The sweetest task of my life shall be 

To hold for aye those little brown hands. 


H. B. M. 
e 


School-Houses. 


Years ago, when this country was first set- 
tled, there were few school-houses, and they 
were of the poorest and roughest kind. Gen- 
erally they were made of logs, the cracks 
being filled with mud or clay. Sometimes 
there were spaces left in the wall for win- 
dows; these spaces were often covered with 
greased paper instead of glass. The seats 
were arranged around the room in a semicir- 
cle, or on three sides, the other side being 
filled with the fire-place, teacher’s desk, or 
rough table that served for a desk, and the 
door. For an example, let us look at the 
school-house where Garfield went when a 
child. 
floor made of logs split, and the smooth sur- 
face laid uppermost; the roof was made of 
slabs, the seats were rough log benches with- 
out any backs, and the school-house would 
accommodate about twenty-five scholars in 
all. School-houses are now to be seen in 
every village and town. Some are better than 
Others, because some towns hav more money 
than others to. use for educational purposes. 

There is no one so poor but he.can obtain 
an education now, while a hundred years ago 
people had to hav considerable money or a 
great deal of perseverance to obtain one. 

Now let us look at the school-houses of to- 
day. Many ofthem are elegant with every- 
thing to please the eye and rest the mind. Is 
it any wonder that scholars learn easily? 
Rather is it not a wonder that they donot try 
harder and learn more than they do? Most 
of the country school-houses to-day are plas- 
tered and clapboarded. . They hav good 
floors, and in every way are warm and com- 
fortable. All the large schoolhouses are 
heated by furnaces instead of by a huge log 
fireplace, as they used to be. The advan- 
tages of to-day can never be realized more 
forcibly than by comparing them with those 
enjoyed by the people of a century, or even 
fifty years, ago. 

Han. B. Jewett (written at 12 years). 

Bethel, Maine. 

———— —9$-9—— — — ——— 
Too Smart. 


We do not like boys who think themselvs 
“smart,” and want other people to think so 
too. A “smart” boy of this kind was once 
employed in the office of the treasurer of & 
Western railway. He was usually left alone 


in the office between the kours of eight and | - 


nine in the morning. and it was his duty to 


answer the questions of all callers as politely ` 


as possible. 

One morning a plainly dressed old gentle- 
man walked quietly in, and asked him for the 
cashier. ` 

* He's out,” said the boy, without looking 
up from the paper he was reading. ` 

* Do you know where he is ?” 

£6 No." 

** When will he be in ?” 

‘Bout nine o'clock." 

“ Its nearly that now, isn’t it?” 

‘There's the clock,” said the boy smartly, 
pointing to the clock on the wall. > ` 

* Obs, yes; ‘thank you,” said the oid gentle- 


It was about twenty feet square, with. 


man. ‘‘Ten minutes before nine. 
wait here for him ?". ; 

“I pose so, though this isn't a public 
hotel.”  _ 

The boy thought this was smart and he 
chuckled loudly over it. He did not offer 
the old gentleman a chair, or lay down the 
| paper he held. 

* I would like to write a note whileI wait," 
said the caller; ‘‘ wil you please get mea 
piece of paper and an envelope ?” 

.. The boy did so, and as he handed them to 
the old gentleman, he coolly said : 

“ Anything else ?” 

* Yes,” was the reply. ‘‘ I would like to 
know the name of such a smart boy as you 
are ?” f 

The boy felt flattered by the word ‘‘ smart," 
and replied with a gratified smile, ‘‘ I answer 
to the name of Bil Thompson. But here 
comes the boss !” 

The *'boss" came in, and, seeing the 
stranger, cried out: . 

“ Why, Mr. Smith, how do you do? 
We Nous 

But Billy Thompson heard no more. He 
was looking around for his hat. Mr. Smith 
was president of the road, and Billy heard 
from him later to his sorrow. Any one need- 


May I 


Jing a boy of Master Billy's peculiar ‘‘ smart- 


ness" might secure him, as he is still out of 
employment.— Selected. — 
: eor 


The Game Suited Her. 


A little miss of three years, who livs under 
the shadows of Hope church, was playing 
with the neighbors’ children one morning, 
when they (the-children) were called in for 
prayers. She accompanied them, and when 
seated in the sitting-room, she observed that 
she was the only one without a book. So 
she jumped down and helped herself from 
the bookcase in the room, returned to her 
chair and opened the book like the others, 


reading, she shut her book, and waited until 
they had all kneeled, when she assumed a 
like position, putting her hand to her face, 
but keeping & lookout between her fingers all 
the while to observe what was taking place. 
When the others. rose from their knees, she 
ran over to one of the little girls, and, calling 
her by name, said: ''I like this game first- 
rate.. What is the name of it ?"— Springfield 


Homestead. ` 
] — eo 


‘Molting Angels. 

The bishop .was addressing a Sunday- 
school, and related to the children the story 
of Jaeob's dream of the ladder into heaven. 
Closing his remarks, he invited them -to ask 


seconds’ pause, alittle girl in a piping voice 
inquired, ‘‘ If the angels had wings, what did 
they want a ladder for to climb into heaven ?” 
This was a ‘puzzler for the bishop. He 
cleared his throat several times, grew red in 
the face, and’ hesitated ; but at last a bright 
thought struck him. Turning toward the 
school, he said: ‘‘ As one little child has 
asked this question, perhaps some other little 
child can answer it. Now can any one tell 
me why the angels wanted a ladder?” Back 
came the answer from a remote corner of the 
room, ‘* Because they was molting, sir.” The 


good bishop gat down. 
+e ——— 


Í Thè Five Alls. 

‘The Five; Alls” was at one time a very 
common tavern sign in England.. It con- 
‘sisted of five human fingers, each accom- 
panied by a motto. The first was a king in 
full regalia, with the legend, ** I govern all ;” 
the second a : bishop in pontificals, with the 
motto, ‘I pray for all;” the third, a lawyer 
in his gown, with the motto, ‘I plead for 
all;” the fourth, a soldier in regimentals, 
with the motto, ‘‘I fight for all;” and the 
fifth, a poor countryman, with scythe and 
rake, having for a motto, ‘‘ I pay for all.” 
Our Puzzle Box. 

; abs 1.— REBUS. 


What. a schoolboy thinks. 


'2.—OHARADE. 
Reverse involved in Rebus. 


In ‘‘ the science of. water,” O Lord, we must 
find TER E : 

As the two inner syllables backw:rd.com- 

> ovbineds c7 007008005 a eee baa 


and endeavored to read, unrequested. After’ 


any questions they had in mind. After afew. 


Two syllables fence this deific old phrase, 

Which one tall letter G as a rebus displays. 

-Regardless of symmetry, back stretch the 
cord, 

_And then in reverse, we may read it, go Lord ; 

And going, it leaves us two pillars erect, 

Which a cross-piece from center to center 
connect ; J 

Like the pillars of Hermes, they greet our 
glad eyes— . 

Leaves us also, for all silly fables, too wise. 

** The science of water," which, conscious of 
God, 

Just blushed and turned wine at his presence 

. and nod! : 

** The science of water," which tells us how 
he j 

And afavored disciple walked dry on the sea ! 

Or how it stood up like a wall for the Jews, 

But overwhelmed Pharaoh’s host that pur- 


sues ! ! 

“ The science of water,” that tells how for 
him : 
God's prophet once caused a sunk ax-head 

toswim! 


Of water, of water that hears like a child, 

And when Jesus says ‘‘ peace,” at once be- 
comes mild! 

Of water that bursts from a rock like a flood ! 

Of water that turns in its streams into blood! 

Of water that heaven's wide windows let 
drop 

To meet the great flood ‘neath the earth 
breaking up, 

"Till it covered the earth and destroyed all 

>- the race, 

Excepting eight people of odorous grace! 

O Lord, in such science reversed thou mightst 
hide! 

Go, Lord, tis a Freethinker bids thee to slide! 

From the presence of man, now a king reason- 
crowned, : : 

Like a crawfish, retire where old 
abound, : 

For science is struck by each miracle sore, _ 

As we know what must but from things gone 
before, . : 

And unvarying human experience cries 

That such.miracles told must be fables or 
lies. 

In every science we may clearly perceive 

If the God be not banished, to go he hasleave ; 

And instead of a crown on his mythical brow, 

"Tis “ the cap and the bells? that his godship 
wears now. J. K. P. BAKER. 


Irwin, Iowa. 


myths most 


3.—REBUS. 


4.—REBUS. 


Good advice. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN’S OORNER, 


Nov. 27, 1886. 
1.-Whiskey. : 
2.- TIARA 
INNER. 
ANISE: 
RESIN 
: ARENA: 
3.-A fast young man. 4.-Petchora. 


-eoe 
Correspondence. 


Sanp Laxe, Mios., Nov. 22, 1886. 
Drar Miss Wrxon: I see there is no letter 
in the Chiidrens’ Corner in the last TRUTH 
SEEKER, so I thought I would write one. I 
am eight years old. I go toschool every day. 
My father takes Taz TRUTH SEEKER, and I 
love to read the Children’s Corner and look at 
the pictures. I go to Sunday-school. and my 
teacher tries to scare me about hell, but I 

only laugh at her. Yours truly, 

JAMES J. BERRIDGE. 

Cauistoga, CAL., Nov. 18, 286. 
Miss Wixon: Please tell your little friend 
Francis B. Cornwall that he did not scare me 


. out of the Corner, because you welcomed me 


there, and I thought there was room for us 
all. Somehow I like to be among the chil- 
dren. We hav several of them around us, 
and it seems natural to be where they are. 
My absence from the Corner has been owing 
to our son Ralph's sickness. He is still quite 
unwell,and unable to sit up. We hav had 
to nurse and watch him so carefully for many 
weeks, night and day. We hope he may 
soon recover. I am much, pleased to know 
that one young truth seeker, at least, has 
missed me, though I am almost a stranger 
there. I hope to get better acquainted in the 
future, and if l can add to the happiness of 
the many truth seeker children I shall feel of 
some. use in the Corner. 


:;."] sometimes feel as if T could giv you sóme| 


sweet, natural songs; or bright, amusing 
stories; but, somehow, I find myself waiting 
for others more gifted and freer from care. 
Ido not hav a very high notion of my own 
ability, or I would be found more frequently 
in print. I like songs, however, though un- 
able to sing much, and enjoy. good stories 
when others tell them. They go a long way 
tolighten the cares and misfortunes of life 
for the old folks, and amuse and interest the 
young. They are gleams of sunshine, like 
flowers along our pathway. I am a lover of 
nature, from her wildest moods to her delicate 
finger prints on the sunny slopes and frosted 
window panes. I love the ceaseless roar on 
the rock-bound coast, and the gentle wash on 
the sandy shore; the voice of the night 
wind among the trees, and. the joyous songs 
of many birds; the cultured tones of ex- 
perience and the merry prattle of children— 
soft, sweet voices full of richest melody, and 
heartfelt laughter of anyone. So, fill up the 
Corner with happy songs, witty stories. 
words of wisdom, useful thoughts, and all 
sorts of good things, like ripe apples from the 
best trees in the orchard, and sweetest nuts 
from the woodland. UNorE JonN. 
[We are pleased to hear from Uncle John 
again, but sorry to learn of the sickness of 
little Ralph. May he soon be well again.— 
Ep. C.C.] 
Erwonr, ILL., Nov. 22, 1886. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: As I hav seen so many 
little correspondents in the Children’s Corner, 
I thought I would try and write too. My 
father has taken Tar TRUTH SEEKER for a 
good many years. I am fourteen years of 
age, and am in school now. I study fifth 
reader, spelling, arithmetic, and geography. 
I hav never studied grammar yet, but I am 
going to this winter. 
It is a bad day. It is raining now. 
Will you excuse bad writing? I will bring 
my letter toa close. I remain, 
Yours truly, NELLIE THURMAN. 


Burnett, Neg., Nov. 23, 1886. 
Dear Miss Wixow: Seeing no letter in the 
Children’s Corner this week, I thought I 
would take the pleasure to write one for the 
first time. Papa has taken THE TRUTH SEEKER 
for nine orten years. He thinks it is the best 
paper ever printed in this world. I like the 
ortesponding, part of the Children’s Corner 
best of all. am fourteen years old, and 
study nine studies. We liv on a farm in An- 
telope county, Nebraska, seven miles south 
of a small village called Burnett. The wea- 
ther is very cold here now. Well, I will close 
for this time. Yours ever truly, 
: ESTELLE WHITNEY. 


THOROLD, OnT., Nov. 29, 1886. 
Drar Miss Wixon: I read Tse TRUTH 
SEEKER, and I think it is a very nice paper. 
Since I wrote the last letter, I hav not had 
time to write another. .I hav seen so many 
litttle letters from children that I thought 
that I would now try another. Iam a little 
boy twelve years old, and I am in the gram- 
mar school. I livin Thorold, and it is a very 
pleasant place. There are in this town three 
Protestant churches, one Catholic church, 
and two public schools. I hav been to all of 
the schools in the town but the Catholic 
school. There are not many little Freethink- 

ers in this town. Yonr little friend, 
Joan MoGirr. 


Paine indicated! 


—0— 


A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Observer’s slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 
both the slanders and 
their refutation. 

BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
—0-— 

The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 


Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. 


TOGETHER WITH 
A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 
A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death. 
bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 
78pp. Price 15 cents. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER Co., 


GOD AND HIS BOOK. 


THE BIBLE: WHERE DID WE GET IT 
AND WHAT IS IT? 
By SALADIN, editor of the London “Secular 
Review.” 


Issued in six parts. Four parts now ready. ' Price 
25 cents each. | 


‘Address THE TRUTH SEEKER o fii ce 


Address 


€ 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


DECEMBER 11. 


1886. 


79? 


Odds and Ends. 


In a recent sermon Henry Ward Beecher said: 
“T hav no sympathy with eight-hour men who hav 
fourteen-hour wives.” 


“How far can you count, Johnny?” “1, 2,3. 4, 

5, 6, 7—let me see—8, 9, 10—" ** Good! so far com- 

plete. Go on!" “Jack, queen, king." “Take 
your seat !” 


“Dye just found out why lightning never strikes 
twice in the same Place,” said Farmer Farrow to 
the deacon, as they stood under a tree in a thun- 

‘derstorm. “Why is it?” said the deacon. '*Be- 


, cause, sir, the same place is never there after the 


lightning once hits it.” 


IT was at the police court; and it was an assault 
case, A witness testified that the assault occurred 
on Sunday. ‘How do you know it was on a Sun- 
day?” asked the lawyer on the other side. * Be- 
cause that day I had to go to the back door of the 
saloon to get my whisky instead of the front door.” 


Tony MoOwzN remarked to Captain Norris that 
he sat down to his breakfast every morning at 
half-past eight. Norris said it seemed odd that he 
could sit down to his breakfast at half-past eight, 
for when he got through it was “ate.” Where- 
upon McOwen drew a revolver and shot Norris 
dead. The jury said justifiable homicide. 


SHE wasn’t. very young, but she had money. He 
didn't want the earth. “ Dearest,” he began, but 
she stopped him. “I anticipate what you are 
about to say, Mr. Sampson,” she said, “and I 
would spare your feelings, for it can never, never 
be. Lesteem you higbly, and will be a sister to—” 
“T hav four sisters already,” he replied bitterly, 
“four grown sisters, and life is a hideous burden. 
But, O Clara," he went on passionately. “if you 
cannot be my wife will you not giv me a mother's 
protecting love? I’m anorphan.” 


* CHARLEY,” she murmured from the other end 
of the sofa, “did you read that singular accident 
in Marysville the other day?” ** What accident?" 
* Well_-ahem—you see; the rival of a young man 
shot into the window of a room where the young 
man was sitting with his—bis steady company, 
you know, but the bullet st `k the corset-steel ot 
ihe young lady—she was * in his lap, I be- 
lieve—and so no one wat ^h rp do 
you—do you think yo" ` Dr -Oharley 
said be "77 UC st as well not to 

-= tom 


Breve 

be 1n-dul-ging in ‘fa-ce-ti-ous comments upon our 
per- -so-nal ap-peat-ance. Now the so-pra-no is 
getting in her fiue work. See that bald-headed 
man in the front pew smiling at her? He im-ag- 
ins that he is at a comic opera per-form-ance. 
Now all four of the singers are at it, and the or- 
gan-ist is sitting on the safety-valve of the in- 
stru-ment, and has thrown out all the sand bags. 
How 1s that for music, children? Ah, now they 
hav fin-ish-ed! If we were to climb over the 
Screen would we see them all lis-ten-ing at-ten- 
tiv-ly to the sermon? No, we would see the so- 
pra-no flirting with the tenor, and the bass and 
alto reading, and the or-gan-ist asleep. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN’S 
PROGRAM FOR THE HOLIDAYS! 


IMMENSE STOOK OF 


. Fine Gold and Silver Watches, Diamond Jewelry, 
Gold and, Plated Chains, Bracelets, Necklaces, 
Lockets, Pins, Drops, Studs, Sleeve Buttons: 
Plain, Chased, and Set Rings (a specialty); Gold 
and Silver Headed Canes; Guld Pens, P Perila, and 
Tooth e: : Gold and Silver Thimbles, Silver and 
Plated Ware, Cutlery, Razors, Revolvers, Opera 
Glasses, Gol ld Spectacles, Eye Glasses, Albums, 
Harmonicas, Plush Comb and Manicure Sets, etc. 

‘All these goods will be sent subject to approval 
and return if not entirely satisfactory_and cash 
refunded, and as a Special inducement I shall de- 
' duet 20 per cent from lowest bottom prices else- 
where. 


fi x For a Christmas 

iH S gift, nothing is nicer 

(QS than one of my beau- 
ape 


eled on solid gold in 
four colors. 

Prices, size of cut, 
$3, $3.50, $4. With 
genuin diamond, $6 


rA set badges, enam- 


Just out: Exactly 
. like above, but sma 
ler,$2, A little gem. 
E OUP Also, Watch Charms 
of larger model, $5 
to $15. 


hs 
REE REE NIE: Nothing nicer for 


& Holiday Gift pong one of these beautiful em- 
blems of Freethought and Progress. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ul. 


BLASPHEMY 


—AND— 


THE BĪBLE. 


BY 0. B. REYNOLDS. 


Showing that the Bible and the believers in it 
are the real blasphemers, and not the Secu- 
larists. 

This ïs the “pamphlet for the distribution of 
which Mr. Reynolds is now indicted, and to be 


TRIED FOR BLASPHEMY 
next January. 


PRICE, 10 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


» 


«ji 


Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


OALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
OANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
COLORADO. 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. . 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
KANBAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 


MAINE. 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield "CPost-office, Saas 


Toronto 


Mills). 
MASSAOHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
MIOHIGAN. 


A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
3. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. 
Dr. Wolff, 620 North 5th street, St. Louis. 
MONTANA. 
O. B. Whitford, Butte City. 
NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YORK. 
Drentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st. » Brooklyn. 


OHIO 
N. Hexter, 908 Superior ‘street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON. . 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr. J. H. Rhodes, 315 North 10th st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila, 
W. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
TENNESSEE. 
Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 
TEXAS. 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
ıT. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 
i UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, PrE c 


Mrs. Elmina D. Blenker, 7, Bnowville. 


Watts & Oo., 17 Johnsons Court, Fleet street, 
London. 


Matrimonial. ` 


A respectable, industrious gentleman, a stran- 
ger to society, wishes the acquaintanbe of some 
intelligent lady, aged 20 years or upward, in this 
city or its vicinity; without relativs preferred. 
Photo's exchanged and returned. Only those 
matrimonially inclined need apply. 

ddress HOPE. 


-2450 Truth Seeker office. . 


Robt. G. Ingersoll’s 


OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 


Wbpiy and can 
them, for ten cenvs eacn: 


athath-Breaking 


BY J. E. REMSBURG. 


Author of “False Claims,” “Bible 
Morals,” Ete. 


The best and most thorough work ever written 


on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 


view. 


Large and Handsome Print. 
Sinarz COPIES, A z 
Six Corrzs, - - 3 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


25 cents. 
$1.00. 


LITHOGRAPHS 


CHARLES DARWIN 


Admirers of the Great N: Naturalist, and practically 
the father of Evolution, will be glad, to now that 
we hav a fine Kaom of him for sale—size 
1876x924 inches on heavy plate e paper. Framed, the 
picture make a splendid ornament for the 
ponor of aths kers. Price, 25 cents, 

Address HHE TRUTH SEEKER, 


‘Standard and Classical Works. 


Any of the following books wil! be sent postpaid on receipt ef price: 


Address The Truth Seeker Co., 
o 


LOCKHART’S SPANISH BALLADS AND. 
SOUTHNY S CHRONICLES OF THE CID. 
óc 

LIFE AND REMAINS OF JNO. CLARE. 15e. 

ROMANCE OF HISTORY—ENGLAND. 15c. 

i —INDIA. "$c. 

« —ITALY. "65e. 

t —SPAIN. 15c. 

POETICAL WORKS OF CHAS. MACKAY. 15e. 

JOHNSON'S LIVES OF THE POETS. "5c. 

LEGENDARY BALLADS OF ENGLAND 
AND SCOTLAND. . 5c. 

POETICAL WORKS oF POPE, memoir. 50c. 

.* portrait. Tc. 

LIVES OF EMINENT NOVELISTS AND 
DRAMATISTS. By Sir Walter Scott. "5c. 

ESSAYS ON CHIVALRY, ROMANCE, AND 
DRAMA. By Sir Walter Scott. 15e. 

EVERY-DAY BOOK OF MODERN LITERA- 
TURE. Short readings from best authors. 15e. 

CONSTITUTIONAL HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 
From Edw. I. to Henry VII. By Hallam. "5e. 

PILGRIM'S PROGRESS. 12mo. gilt back. %5c. 

VANITY FAIR. 12mo. Gold stamp on side 
and back. "5c. 

ADDISON’S SPECTATOR. Satirical, moral, 
critical, etc. Gilt back. 5e. 

SWISS FAMILY ROBINSON. Gold 
stamp on back. .'75e, : 

LORENTOS AMATEUR AMUSEMENTS. 
Gilt stamp on back and sides. "75e. 

ANDERSEN'S FAIRY TALES. Illus. Gold 
stamp on back and side. 85c. 

FANCY'S FROLIOS, OR XMAS STORIES. 
Farley. Gold stamp on back. "5c. 

TALES FROM SHAKSPERE. By Lamb. 
Illus. Gold stamp on back and side. $i. 

THE SKETCH-BOOK. By Washington Irving. 
Gold stamp on back and side. 85c. 

OUR RED-COATS AND BLUE-JACKETS. 
War Pictures by Land and Sea. Illus. "5c. 

OLIVER TWIST. By Charles Dickens. Illus. 
Gold stamp on back and sides. "5c. 


Illus. 


|POETICAL WORKS OF JEAN INGELOW. 


Gilt edge, stamp on back and side. $1. 
ADV..OF GIL BLAS. Smollett. 58 illus., gold 

stamp on back and side. $1.25. 

SHAKSPERE WITH MEMOIR. Gold stamp 
on back, 15c. 

SHAKSPERE. Illus., gold stamp on back. Bds. 
leather back: $2.25. 

SHAKSPERE'S SONNETS. By Gerald Mas- 
sey. 12mo, 603p. $3. 

COMPLETE DRAMATIC AND POETICAL 
WORKS OF SHAKSPERE. With summary 
outline, of life of poet.. Port. sheep. 8vo, 
marbled edges. $4.75. 

SHAKSPIRE (13 vols. in case). 16mo, clo., $5. 

HISTORY OF THE MEXICAN WAR. Gold 
stamp on back. ` 85c. 

PROSE WRITERS OF AMERICA. Cheever. "Be 

KINGSLEY S8 NOVELS: 

RAVENSHOE. Gold stamp on back. 15c. 

HILLYARS AND THE BURTONS. Gold 
. Stamp on back. "5c. 

GEOFFREY HAMLYN. Goldstamp on back. 

5e. 

AUSTIN ELLIOT. Gold stampon back. 15c. 
MILTON’S PROSE WORKS. Gold stamp on 
; back. T5e. 

PARIS WITH PEN AND PENCIL. Bartlett. 
Gold stamp on back, 5c. 

GEO. HERBERT'S PROSE AND POETICAL 

. WORKS. Gold stamp on back. "5c. 

?0PE'S POETICAL WORKS. Giltedge. Gold 
back and side. $1. 

SCHILLER’S POETICAL WORKS. With port. 
Gold stamp on back. "5c. Gilt edge, gilt 
stamp back and side. $1. ` 

3RITISH FEMALE POETS: With biographical 
and critical notices. Gold stamp on back. 15c. 

POETICAL WORKS OF DRYDEN. Memoir. 
Gold stamp on back. ‘5c. 

JISTORY OF DON QUIXOTE. 5c. 

CEN NIGHTS IN A BAR-ROOM. Arthur. 
Small 12mo. Gold stamp on back. "5c. 

nn OF OUR OWN TIMES FROM 1831- 
56. 1.50. 

PERSONAL LIFE OF DAVID LIVINGSTONE. 
W. G. Blaikie, D.D., L.L.D. Port. Gold stamp 
on back. 85e. 

LIFE OF JOHN C. CALHOUN. Jenkins. 
Gold stamp on back. "5e. 

SANTA CLAUS. His friends St. Nicholas and 
Kriss Kringle. 3 vols. in. one. 
back and side. 5c. 

FLOWERS FROM FAIRY-LAND. By A. 
Smith. 80 illus. Gold stamp on back and 
Side. ‘5e. 

FAMOUS STORIES BY THACKERAY, HAW- 
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Poetry.. i 


An Address and a pt m T. 


NOW; BOB, HONOR BRIGHT I—CHARLESTON TO INGER- 


BOLL. 
. Sept. 1, 1886, After thej Earthquake, 


Hello! Hel-lo, Central! Hello there! : 
Ta Ingersoll home and alone? 

Well, giv him my compliments (Charleston), 
And ask him to step to the phone. 


* Occupied writing a lecture 2” 
Well, teli him I won?t keep him longi 
That Pil prove beyond human conjecture 
The tack that he Ming on is wrong. 


Hello. Bob! ! Ican't grasp your hand. 

But. Old Sweepstakes, we'll shake just the same. 
“ Want assistance?” No, that’s not my motiv 

In ringing you up, for your name 


Will head the first suff’rers’ anbscription . 
That's raised to our aid—JI wan't none. 

Your heart’s just as big as your re-ord, 
And it’s solid on all things but one, 


And that is a qnestion of faith. Bob; 
A question of heaven and hells . 

A question of here and hereafte 
“A chestnut?” Well, don't Ting g the bell L 


“The old, old story’s ‘a chestout?” . 
Well, it seems to me, Bub. I avow, 
Like the latest of inspirations, 
As the niggers are singing 1t now. 


What's that? “AI faith, all religion 
Is born of a feeling of fear ?? 

But that fear's the beginning of wisdom, 
And we've struck the conclusion down ‘here: 


That the earth is as unsubstantial 
As you claim our religion to be. 
If you bav any doubts on the subject. 
You'd better come down here and see ent: 


This once happy, desolate city, . 
Her people insane with despair, 
And callling on heaven for pity. 
I picture you quoting Voltaire; 


Ihear you pronouncing the Bible, 
A tissue of lies, and a-kayin,’ 

* Now come, honor bright! Òh. what rubbish t m 
Distributing works of Tom Paine; : : 


Then J hear in the wail of the people 
Certain proof that a God reigns on high}; 

That there's more to the church than its steeple, 
And tis yeu, not the scriptures, that lie. 


That there’s only one rock we can cling to | 
That earthquakes and waves will not toss— 
One only—the olf Rock of Ages, 
The pedestal, Bub, of the cross, 


Im a sport, and I've taken big chances ; 
T used to giv tips on the ring, 

You can stake your whole treasure on scripture, 
For, Bob, it a livin’, sure thing. 


* No?" Well, rail at the errors of. Moses, 
Find fault with St. Paul and the Acta, 
Bat, if jou lectured in Charleston last evenin’, 
Your lynchin’ and hell had been facts, 
—Geuff ey Hawley. 


NOW, GEOF., HONOR BRIGHT Í—INGERSOLL TO HAW- 


LEY. 
Hello! Hel-lo, Central! Hello there! 
Is Hawley at home, and alone? 
Well, giv him my compliments (Ingersoll), 
And ask him to step to the 'phone. 


* Occupied mending a fracture?” 
Well, tell him I won't keep him long; 

That 1n spite of his rythmical lecture 
I still think Pm right and he wrong. 


Hello, Geof.! I don’t. want your hand, 
But your brains, 1f you hav any left, 

For you talk tike a scared coutraband, 
Of senses, of reason, bereft. 


What a jumble of “ faith " and of “ chestnuts,” 
Of Bible, of Paine, and Voltaire; 

What a blending of taffy with * lynchin’,” 

: Of hell, with a poor nigger’s prayer. 


You assert that the “ wail of the people” 
Is "proof that a God reigus on high,” 

That “ there's more to the church than its steeple,” 
And ‘tis I, * not the scriptures, that lie,” 


Such logic is wordy confnsion, 
Your abuse—for that I don’t care; 
But I venture to hold this conclusion, 
The wail was a proof—of a scare. 


A faith that is born of an earthquake 
Is a mighty uncertain affair, : 

The “ruck’ that J lean on is reason, 
Wise action is better than prayer. 


It is bosh, that the wail of a people 
Is a proof that a God reigns on high, ; 
But there's more to the chnrch than its steeple, 
That axiom none will deny. 


Yes, a selfish, intolerant priesthood, 
A faith, that is fathered by fear, 
Superstition, the mildew of reason, 
And heil, with its horrors, are there. — 


A priesthood incessantly begging, 
Taking even the poor widow's mite; 

Activ workers fur wrong and the devil, 

. While shouting for God aud the right, 


Man lost by a slight misdemeanor, 
Redeemed by a crime, is their creed, 

While justice stands by in amazement, 
And morality shudders indeed. 


You may “wail” at each seismical antic, 
Get almost insane with deépair, 
Petition your God until frantic, 
He hears not, nor Buswers your prayer. 


Iremember a terrible cyclone 
In whose path was a domigi!, where, 
AL huddled in fear aud excitement, 
. Were maidens—young, pious, and fair. - 


Some fell on their knees and in prayer,’ * 
Asked God to protect them from harm; 

But one crept in under the bedstead, 
And hid from the God and the storm. 


And while the sweet maidens were kneeling 
The storm tore the roof from its hold, 
And, God and his mercy defying, 
Carried death to that innucent fold. 


The maiden who trusted the bedstead, 
Nor prayed as she ci ouched’neath its shield, 
She lived throngh the tempest’s wild fury, . 
"While her God-trusting sisters were killed. 


| after me. 


1 


3 Now, Géoffrey, just listen to Teason, ` 


"Come down from your faith to hard faci 
This earth, when it feels in the-humor, ` 
Win freely. expand or contract. 


And We, insignificant earthworms, 
Wise little fools, though we be, 

If we get in the way of the ruction, 
-Hav got to go with it—d’ye.see? . 


: We may “wail” at the earthquake's ‘destruction, 


No God can or will interfere, 
So the best we can do, I opine, is 
To hav a good time while we're here. 


But, Geof., if your faith givs you comfort, '. 
Hold on, I will never assail, 

But don't say I lie if I cannot, 
Like you, hear a God in a wail. 


For Geof., this is true, honest Ingin, 
Without e'en à tincture of chaff; 

A wail is the voice of the devil, 
My God I would find in a laugh. 


The gods of the ignorant past 
Were thicker that peas in a pod, 

And all but;thia mythical last 2 
Hav been ‘vanquished by: Science's rod. 


Apotheosized ignorance! all— 

-All' scattered hke.chaff in the nen 
One, only one left, to enthral,. 

To. hinder the triumph of mind. 


This‘ anthropological God, 

: Unstable, capricious, and cruel, 

I'd believe in and trust just as soon E 
As Iwond the rear-end of a mule. 


The ] power that controls is internal, 
Universal and all-filling soul ; 

I must, not I will, ia the édict 
Of ihe mighty, magnificent whole. 


| You may call that a God, if it suits you, 


I bow full of love, void of fear; 


: And, Geof., with my reason for ond 


On no other * tack ” will I steer. 
‘Neto York, Nov. 15, 1886. War, WHITTICK.: 
P.8.—You're “a sport,” and hay “taken big 

chances,” ^ ^ : 
In fact, hav been quite a wild lad, 
Your “ tips on the ring” may be daisies, 
But your tips-on religion are bad. 


Robert the Devil 
ON, DANIEL AND THE LIONS, PARTIOULARLY THE 
LIONS. 

“ Robert,” said the editor of Gabes Horn: 
to me the other day, ** what do you consider 
the best policy for mankind to follow ?"—you 
see he had losta cigar from his desk, and I 
think he was suspicious that I had got away 
with it, but didn't dare to say so, not having 
any proof, you see. 

** For Christians,” said I, ** the best policy 
to follow is hypocrisy, and they all follow it 
from the word Go, and to the last man in the 
line. I think I shall evolute to a Christian 
some.day, because hypocrisy is the winning 
hand every time." 

He gave me a frigid stare that would hav 
stopped ice-cream from melting. on a hot 
plate, but didn’t say anything. You see, I’ve 
got the bulge on him, because the old man, 
my dad, owns most of Gade’s Horn, is a holy 
pillar of the church, and does what he’s a 
mind to with.the paper. But I know what 
he'd a liked to said, only he dasn't, which is, 
'" You infernal freckle-faced devil, git outer 
here, quick !" 
to done, only he dasn’t, which is, Booted me 
outer the.sanctum and chucked the ink bottle 
Oh, Pve got the bulge on the 
duffer, you bet! 

In a minute or two he began. to stroke his 


W. W. 


-long gray ċhinners, and then said, soft and 


sweet as molasses, ** Robert, your eyes will 


be opened one of these days, and you will see - 
the gate of the fold and come in and be num- : 
bered.among Gideon's glorious band——" .—- 


“ And hav a uniform ?" said I, busting in 
on him. 

** Yes," said he, “ the uniform of the godly, 
which is brighter than gold and jewels, and 
you will be resplendent." 

** But you couldn't hock that uniform for a 
cent,” said I; “Simpson wouldn't ante up a 
shilling on the uniforms of the whole band." 
Then I had to explain what ‘‘ hock " was, and 
who Simpson was; and he said he was afraid 
the scales wouldn't drop off my eyes until I 
reached the age of understanding; but as he 
said it mild—I know he wanted to boot me 
all the same, but dasn't—and hoped the scales 
would drop off soon, I thought it would be a 
good time. to show him another piece I had 
written about one.of the Holy Munchausen 


'Stories, and did. He read it, but said it 


wouldn't do to print in Gabrie?s Horn, for 
obvious:reasons, which kind of reasons I 


didn't-understand, but didn't let him know I: 


didn't, you bet.. ‘What I had writ about-was 
DANIEL IN THE LIONS’ DEN. 

It is related in the Holy Munchausen for a 
true fact, that Daniel was thrown into the 
lions’ den and come out of it as though noth- 
ing had. happened, not getting a bite or a 
scratch. 

A good many swallow this yarn whole, a 
good many choke at it, and a good many 
more don’t take any stock into it at all. If 


] pure, 


| or not. 


And I know what he'd a liked ' 


everybody knew a lion's gait, which is to get 
all the raw meat he can, especially man meat, 
nobody would swallow the yarn, and every- 
-body would be ashamed ‘to tell it for a fact, 
except Mark Twain and Eli Perkins, who 
mostly deal in such ridiculous yarns. 

If Daniel—why didn’t they give his other: 
name? There might have been forty Daniels 
living on the same block; and saying Daniel 
"was chucked into the lion's den is saying 
nothing, as I look at it. But if there ever 
was a Daniel chucked into: a lions’ den, and 
come out alive and kicking, you can bet it’s a 
dead sure thing the lions weren't A.1, simon- 
copper-fastened, double-back-action 
lions of the African jungles—the genuin, 
hair-spring, self-cocking revolvers of the des- 
ert, you know! : 

I've seen a picture of Daniel i in the den sit- 
ting on a rock wrapped in a table-cloth— 
Daniel was so got up, not the rock—and he 
looked quite serene, as though he was at a 
Quaker mecting, while the head lion cf the 


congregation sat on his haunches, looking 


every inch a grave old judge as he gazed at 
Dan with a look that seemed to say, “ What 
is your business before this high court, young 
man?" while the. lesser lions—the officers 
and clerks of the court—looked at Dan indif- 
ferently, and as though they never indulged 
in man meat, or dreamed it was fit food for a 


‘| lion’s stomach, which ain't true to lion nature. 


If them lions, had been of the roaring, bigh- 


| pressure, three-ply, dyed-in-the-wool sort that 


go about seeking whom they may devour, we 


| never should hav had the picture of ** Daniel 


in the Lions’ Den,” with Dan in the leading 
role, because he would hav been gobbled up 
before the artist, Onthespot, could hav taken 
his picture; and Dan never would hav known 
whether hé made a square meal for the lions 
It isn’t likely that he or any other 
man would, for there were five or six lions 


| there, and one man wouldn't go far among 


six lions, if they felt at all peckish. It would 
be about the same as setting one woodcock 
before six men that felt pegxish. 

No, them lions weren't the genuin, triple X, 
three-ply, yard wide, warranted-to-wash Mul- 
doons of the desert, but some of Van Am- 
burgh's or Barnum's played-out stock, tooth- 
less and tired. like some of the dizzy specimens 


of our Central Park Zoo, whose taste for man | ^ 


meat has died out. 

If they were healthy and hearty lions, with 
good teeth and .toe-nails, and hadn't been 
stuffed full of raw beef, then Dan What’shis- 
name was never chucked into 'em, and I'll 
bet on it. Lions is lions, when healthy, and 
man meat is their delight. Sı Srokux. 
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Book Notice. 


KELSO'S NEW BOOK. 


I hav been reading. with much interest 
Brother Kelso’s new book, ‘ Spiritualism 
Sustained.” WS 


v s , be he Chris- 
tian, Spiritualist, or Agnostic: Every Chris- 
tian should read it in order to ** see himself 
as others see him.” 

I regard Brother Kelso as a very e 
writer. His book bristles. with sharp points.. 
Almost every paragraph cracks some theolog- 
ical nut, and shows that the kernel is wanting 
or moldy, and unfit for a clean stomach. 
The horns of some of the dilemmas gore the 
very life blood out of the Christian, and often 
leave him in the most ludicrous predicament. 

For fear of making this article too long, a 
single quotation must suffice to giv a clew to 
the general tenor of the five lectures which 
comprise the book: “If, however, by the 
term Infidelity you mean the manly use of 
our reason and our common sense, intensified 
by priestly, denunciation and absurd creeds, 
then I freely admit that all Spiritualists are, 
to a greater or less extent, tinctured with In- 
fidelity. They undeniably do, as a class, rank 
very high as Freethinkers and correct reason- 
ers. It is not so much the embracing of 
Spiritualism, however, that leads them to be- | 
come Freethinkers and correct reasoners as it. 
is the exercising of Freethought and correct 
reasoning that leads them to embrace Spirit- 
ualism. Persons who either cannot or dare 


‘not think for themselvs never become either 


Spiritualists or Infidels. Such persons on 
faith alone piously swallow whatever their 
priests may see fit to put into their mouths, 


and, as a natural consequence of such pious 
compliance, they nearly always die firm We- 
lievers in the religion with. which they may 
happen to hav been stuffed, rio matter how. 
absurd. or degrading that religion. may be. 


For obvious reasons such persons never make . 


any progress. Indeed, founded as it is upon 
an unchangeable God, and upon an unchange- 
able book, Christianity itself, if unperverted, 
is of necessity totally incapable of change, of 
progress, orimprovement. . . . It neces- 
sarily tends to lead us back into the darkness, 


the ignorance, the superstition of the gloomy . 


past, and to shut out the light, the learning, 
and the mental freedom of the brighter prés. 
ent. Denouncing as the most damuable In- 


fidelity all rejections of its doctrins or its ` 


models, all departures from. them and all ad- 
vances beyond them, it necessarily tends to 
keep alive among us the foul principles of 
slavery, of bigotry, of cruelty, of polygamy, 
of concubinage, etc., which constitute the’ 
most prominent characteristics of its princi- 
pal Gud, and its most noted models. It 
claims in thus leading us back into the cus- | 
toms of the times in which these principles 
prevailed, it is leading us into the Simplicity 
and the innocence with which God is best 
pleased. It teaches us that the farther we go 
back into the misty distance of the past, the 
nearer-to God we find the people, and that 
the more we progress‘the more we differ from 
those people, the farther we depart from God 
and from the hope of salvation. All this, as 
you must plainly perceive, is bound to render 
the Christian religion the most formidable of . 
all enemies to every form of progress and im- 
provement. And does not the whole history 
of its;course prove that this view is correct? 
For téu centuries it-had full sway over the 
fairest Portions of earth, and, because of the 
universai prevalence of ignorance, and crime, 
and wretchedness durir* -“heir continuance, 
those ten centuries coi “Mae 
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. purpose a fiue steel portait, with anto raph Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.,, 
' fac simile, has been prepaved especially for it.] : - 33 Clinton Place, New Yor! 
` Price, in silk cloth, beveled edge gilt. back a M ETR 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, moth led edges; ele- E ASLrUDY.-'-. 


gant library sty:e, 34.50; in ES mò- |: A : DOG aps 2d E a 
PRIM;TIVE CHRISTIANI TY 


Tocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, 37.50; in full tree 
BY LEWIS G. JANES. 


calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 
The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and 
Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 
life, price $1.50 each, Every admirer of these 

. apostles of Religious Liberty should hav them. 
Photographs of : Coionel ‘Ingersoll. 
Super otographs 3 panel, 103x17. 
$5; boudoln $1; rabine!. 40 caine earn d cis. 

: Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


This book treats of the natural evolution of the 
Christian religion, its historical antecedents in 
Palestinian Judaism and Roman Paganism ; in- 
vestigates the history of the founder of Christian- 
ity in the light of the latest scientific criticism at 
the New Testament; shows that the true story of 
the Man Jesus, and his genuin teachings aré 
separable from the later legendary accretions 
which hav confounded him with the mythical 
Christ, and traces the natural development o: 
Christian dogma and ecclesiastical institutions. 
Complete references and full index.  a?0pp. 8vo, 
cloth, gilt top. Price $1.50. : 

‘Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER Office. 


: A SKETCH OF THE LIFE. 


APOLONIUS OF TYANA, 


OR THE 
. First Ten Decades of Our Era. 


BY 
DANIEL M. TREDWELL. : 
Designed to show upon the authority of Hi 
'] that "Apollonius oF Tana performed prefera 
Spoke wise savings equal to those attributed to 
esus Christ. 350pp., octavo, best style. Price $2.50. 
` Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER office 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 
: OR, 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 


F 


E 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 


By Geo. M. DAvENronT. This is a little book— 
A pamphlet of 32 well-tilled pages. costing only 
* a quarter,” but as full of meat as an equ. It is 
well called “ practical,” for we find nothing un- 
practical init. Hens, dneks, geesezzud turkeys, 
are particularly discussed and their economic 
breeding and keeping treated of. ‘There are many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 
scale, and, all in all, it is a very useful addition to 
the poultry literature of the dav, . 
i TRUTH SEEKER Office, ; 
38 Clinton Place, New York, 


Protectioa or Free Trade 


A 


An Examination of the Tariff Question with 
‘Especial Regard to the Interests of Labor. 
POL BY HENRY GEORCE ~ B 
In this book the author designs to show that 

beneficial results would follow the abolition 

of all tariffs on importations. * 

Octavo, 360pp.; price, $1.50. . 


Dedicated to the clergy: 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. ‘ . BY- ET 
BOUKS UN MEDICAL ANDSOCLAL; =- J. SETGNEURET, 
SUBJ ECTS : Price, oe an c 10 cents. 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. [n one hand- 
gome 1%u0 volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated, © Cloth, $3.25—in English or German 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. i 


SOIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponaie, the Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B. Foote. Five volumes, at$1 each, or $5 
per set; or tive volumes in oue for $2. 


SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
850 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth 
volume of “Science in Story.") 50 cents. 


.HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages. 
By Dr. Foote. 925 cents. ] 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam- 
phlets). By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: * Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory. advocating personal and public hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; “Health in the Sun- 
beam,” considering the bine-glaas cure—of value 
fo sick and well. By mail, 10 cents each. - . 

HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). ‘The Law 
of Heredity," by Prof. Brooks, 336, pages, cloth 
bound, $2; “Heredity,” by Loring | oody, 159 

ages, cloth 5oents: “The Law of Heredity,” by 

."H. Marsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 
Humanelemperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E.. B. Foote, 10 vents; * Generation before Regen- 
eration,’ by Dr, E. B. Foote, Jud cents; '' Re. 


Address THE: TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
SACRED MYSTERIES 


n . ' AMONG THE | — 
Mayas: and tne Quichés 11,500 
- Years Ago. 3s 


ORIGIN OF THE BIBLICAL MYT 

By AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON. ! 

Dlustrated. - ` - Price, $2.50. 
For Sale at thia office. : ; 


CAPTA NS OF INDUSTRY: 


MEN or Bustxzss Wuo Drp SOMETHING BESIDES 
: Maxine’ Money. E e 


A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS, 
BY JAMES PARTON 


: This book contains 400 pages, plainly printed, 
treating of forty-six-characters in history who hav 
helped the world; together with eight portraits. 
Mr. Partan% works need no commendation. They 
are Standard. : : 


T 


A 


T 


tof Conventions and Parlor Meetings duri X Porn 
ci uM ee 

gtitute of Heredity,May 29, ” 10 canta, E Ea egg. ^ T i } : As 

Address . "TRE TRUTH SEEKER. $8 Olinton Place, New York. " 


w 


A 


"Price. 1.06 
CERESTHÓUGHT LOVEA S. 


The Heatliensof.the Heath. A finely 


(Moth, $1.25. 


The Story Hour. 


- passed throug! 


eS mon sense. 
SEEKER. 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 


‘BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


—— 


.00. 5 z, For sale at this offer. 


itten Radical romance. By Wm. McDonne 
author vn E Family Creeds, Day o: 


author of Excter Hall, 
E X ' Price reduced. "Paper, 


Bi, etc. 500 pages. 
90 cents: cloth. $1.25. 
amily Creeds, By William McDon- 
nell, author of “Exeter Hall.” Price, cloth. 
$1.25; paper, 75 cents. . * 
xeter Hall. 


ing romances of the day.^ 


: cents; cloth, 80 cents, 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 


Equal to 


A Radical novel of marked ability. 
a Macdon- 


George Eliot’s works, By Frede 
ald. 404 pages. $1.25. 


he Onteast. -A deep, finely written 


Radical story. From the London edition. By 
‘Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 


30 cents. 
ll in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
“The great charm of 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. € 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 
ect to find, in such a marked degree, even 
From 80 gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks." Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 


BY ROBERT O. ADAMS. 
For Sale at this Office. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


For Children and 


Youth. By Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
gtition. e Only Illustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children's Story-Book everissued. 66full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type. peavy 
toned paper, broad margins, illuminate 
covers; 4t0. 224 pp.» bds., $1.25. 


wo Little Red Mittens. A Story of 


the Rightway Almshouse. Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. Sor lS at this office. 


pples of Gold. A Story-Book for 
the Young Folks. By Miss Susan H. Wixon, 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. is very excel- 
lent work for young master” and misses, has 

'& very large edition, and a 
second has been issued ata reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 


: photograph of the anthor which adds. very 


much value of the volume. 


16 Youth's Liberal Guide. By 
Prof, H. M. Kottinger, A.M, Price; $1.00.. This 
volume aims atthe education of youth in the 
i rinciples of Freethought, at the same time 
Phat i inculcates moral duties and human 
oint of pure reason and 

TRUTH 


rights from a stand) 
ddress THE 


vestigation, Revised Edition, This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions. 
with numerous references and citations, tha 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
or othar propositions in the same book. Price 
cen 


* One of the most excit- 
Price, paper, 60 


IBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


Industrial Hall, Broad and 
| 7:30 P.M. for lectures and 
‘gious and social questions, 
the audience, "N.B,—Truti 
yays on hand at cheap rates. 


) SHAKSPERE. | 


iakspere could not write. 
y: Franois Bacon nto the Ear) 

;D.,1590. By Wm, Henn 
For sale at This office. i 


isa regularly educat 
ed aN lr fe quali 
fied physician, anó 
the most successful 
as his practice wil 
prove. He has fo 
wenty years treated 
exclusiviy all disease: 
of the Sexual 9rgans 
in the cures of whicl. 
he stands preeminen: 
SPERMATORRHOG:/ 
and IMPOTENO 
as the result of self 
abuse in youth anc 
sexual excessesin ma 
turer years, cansing 
night emissions bj 
« dreams, loss of sexua. 
rendering 
y etC., are curec 
cation in Bixi 
USED. Itis onc 
ble discoveries, which ig en. 
je..medicalprofession. It is 
b up, such as a pad, belt, pas 
ppliance, but simply a medi. 


ally on the parts affected, 
ption. Send five 2-cent stamp 
Inselor," giving informa- 
. P, Fellows, Vineland, N. J. 
iw this advertisment, 


begs leave to say that he i: 
t pronounced character. Bro 
hage 18 solicited. 
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*SHOPPEL’S MODERN HOUS No. 8. 
. (Just Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. ee i $ 
A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn anc 
colored, to supply al! the neccessary pieces for 
constructing.a model house, with plain directions 
for ate them together. : 
: While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. It is, in fact,a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, so exact that it is useful to 
uilders, ` - 
55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000). DNE 
2 New Desigus for Barns. | 
1 New Design for a Chapel. : . 
Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 
y Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 
An Article on Villa Park Associations. 
BENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE, $1, 
Address 


THE CO-0^ERATIVE BUILCING PLAN ASIO'N 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science anc 
theology, showing how the one has labored fo: 
human advancement, and how the other hat 


always opposed it. 
Price, six copies, 80 cents; one dozen, 50 centet : 


twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish that the friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


1HR MODERN BALAAM. 


Showing the Balaam of modern times to be th: 
priests. fe isa splendid ictoria argument. Prie 
per dozen, 30 cents; per buudred. $1.50, 


CHRISTIANITY 


A REWARD FOR CRIME. 
Substantiated by the Bible. 


BY 
O. B. WHITFORD, M. D. 
Price 10 Cents, | Per Dozen, $1.00 


HE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Address TES Clinton Place. Now York. 


: THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OIR 
CIVILIZATION. 

From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
i fully written book, —Phila. Recora 
d D er PY a Book ! It is a Deed! and 
those who oppose it will prove that they fear it.— 


News. Price, 50 cents. 
Vienna, NO Miress THE TRUTH SEEKER ÇO., 
K 88 Clinton P1.. New York. 


REPLY 
TO REV. L. A. LAMBERTS 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.” 


By B. W. Lacy 
A thorough exposure of the Catholic priestr 
sophistry, unfairness, and histor- 
x ical misstatement. - 
Prio., Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 Cents, 


* 
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AMONG the passengers 
which arrived last Satui 
family of forty men, awe 
They were Gustave Plet 
sons and their wives, ar 
grandchildren. They lef 


New Yonx city had 
six inches of snow last 
Sunday. 


Two more fools hav 
jumped from the Brook- | 
lyn bridge and still liv.. 


Tue Rev. Mr. Halsey, | 
of this city, took for his ' 
text last Sunday ‘The: 
Blunders of Christ.” 


PETER GREENLEAF, an 
eccentric Boston miser, : 
has died leaving Harvard | 
College nearly $500,000. : 


Mrs. CLEVELAND was 
in New York last week 
doing some shopping. 
The president is a little 
twisted with rheumatism. 


Tue discovery of silver 
near Hot Springs, Ark., 


' has reproduced in. that 


vicinity the palmiest days 
of Western mining ex- 
citement. : 


Tur Hon. George Ze- 
rubbabel Erwin, of St. 
Lawrence county, N. Y., : 
willintroduce the woman : 
suffrage -bill to the next ` 
legislature. 


In the case of the Na- 
tional Soldiers’ Home ` 
against General Butler 
the jury found a verdict 
for $16,537.50 against 
General Butler. 


Tne Astor Library in this city contains 
some 220,000 volumes. At present the work 
of making a catalog of these books is in hand , 
8t à contemplated expense of $50,000. i 


THERE is talk of a Pacific ocean cable be- ' 
tween Vancouver’s Island and Australia. 
The object is to connect Great Britain with 
her Australian colonies by way of Canada. 


Tax grand jury sitting in Philadelphia has 
found a true,bill of indictment against the 
Rev. Walter Messaros charging him with 
attempting criminal assault upon Mrs. Mary 
Coulston. 


{ 


In the Campbell vs. Campbell divorce suit 
now being tried in London, the servants and 
others last week gave testimony showing that 
neither the lord nor his lady had any morals 
to speak of. 


A NEW trial has been denied to Janitor 
Titus, of the Hackettstown Methodist Insti | 
tute, found guilty of outraging and murdering ` 
Tillie Smith. The case will -be laid before 
the Court of Errors and Appeals. 


Jim CuwMiNGs, the Missouri bandit who 
robbed the Adams Express Company of a 
large sum, writes to a St. Louis paper that he 
will return $25.000 if they will let him go in 
peace. He has grown weary, he says, of 
being hunted. 


Tug steamer Westernland, of Antwerp, en- 
countered in her last passage astorm that came 
near making a wreck of her. A huge wave 
struck and crushed in the structure on deck 
known as the turtle back, killing six men and 
crippling a dozen others. 


Sr. PAvr8 Methodist Episcopal church, in 
Providence, was completely gutted by fire 
last Sunday. Loss, $10,000; insurance, $8,- 
000. Nicholas B. McDuff, a fireman, had 
his skull fractured by a fall from a ladder 
and will die. Three other firemen were in- 
jured. 


A PAMPHLET has been published in Peru 
which has created great excitement. It refers 
to occurrences within the walls of the Merced 
monastery, before which the Pall Mali Ga- 
zetté disclosures, the Lima papers say, fade 
into insignificance. The statements published 
by the Lima press having been impugned, the 
writers content themselvs by answering: 
“The signatures of authorities respond for 
us; the statements of surgeons corroborate 
the facts, and, above all, the names of sev- 
eral Deputies to the Chambers are appended 
to charges which hav not been answered.” 


This being the time of year when friends bear testimony to their friendship by making 
presents, we respectfully call the attention of Freethinkers to the following 
list of books which are eminently fit for Christmas and New 
Year’s presents. At the head of the list stands 


PROSE POEMS AND SELECTIONS. By Rozerr G. Inerrsort. The 


work is designed for and will be accepted by admiring friends as a rare per- 
sonal souvenir. To help it serve this purpose, a fine steel portrait, with 
autograph fac-simile, has been prepared especially for it. ice, in silk 
cloth, beveled edges, gilt back and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled cdges, 
elegant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey morocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, 
$7.50; in full tree calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. ‘* Prose 
Poems” is the book for one heretic to present to another.—-—But to do good 
as well as confer pleasure, Liberals can place upon the Christmas table of 
their Christian friends : 


INGERSOLUS LECTURES COMPLETE. Bound in one volume, half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,800 pages, which is sold at the 
exceedingly low price of $5.—— For a present to a Christian lady (and Chris- 
tian gentlemen can profit by it as well) no book cgn be more appropriate than 


MEN, WOMEN, AND GODS. By Heren H. Ganrpenmr. - Introduction by 
RonEeRT G. INGERSOLL. Cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cents. This edition is re- 
vised and enlarged, and handsomely bound. 


The following novels and romances are all Freethought works, inculeating truths, and 
are handsomely bound: 


NATHANIEL VAUGHAN, PRIEST AND MAN. By FnrpERIKA Mac- 


DONALD. Price $1.25. ] 
MARTYRDOM OF MAN. By Wrwwoop Rezane. Price $1.75. 
THE STORT HOUR, For the children. By Miss Susan H. Wrxon. Price 


VOLTAIRE’S ROMANCES, Cloth, $2.00; half calf or half morocco, $4. 


APPLES OF GOLD. For the children. By Miss Susan H. Wixow. Price 


ALL IN A LIFETIME, By Miss Susan H Wrxon. Price $1.25. 
THE DAWNING. A Labor Reform novel. Price $1.50. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY. For the Boys. By James Parron. With 
. Portraits. Price $1.25. 


Romances are more specially in keeping with the season (Christmas is a pagan romance), 
but the foregoing list includes books containing a great deal of fact. 


—0— 


IF THE LIST IS NOT SUFFICIENTLY EXTENSIV, SEND FOR A CATALOG. 


These books will be sent by mail postpaid. Address M 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


f Chonght. 
3 the claims.of-the church, 
peen one of ‘benificence, and: 
tjurce of ihe advanced state 
‘ists in the world to-day! It, 
ın its own name than hav all 
‘the world combined, includ- 


+a which has been next to 
7.—D, M. Bennett. : 


A MIBAOLE is a violation ` 


‘of the laws of. nature, and 
~as a firm and unalterable 
3 experierzices Has established 
‘these lawa,the proof 
‘against & miracle, from the 
very nature of the fact, is 
sas. eitire as, any:argument 
;from..experienop: can pos- 
*Bibly be.imágined. Why is 
:it more than probable that 
all men must die; that lead 
cannot of itself remain sus- 
“pended in the air; that fire 
‘consumes .wood and is ex- 
‘tinguished by water; unless 
.it be that these events are 
‘found agreeable to the laws 
of nature, and there is re- 
‘quired a violation of these 
claws, or, in other. words, a 
miracle, to prevent them? 
Nothing is esteemed a mir- 
acle if it ever happen in the 
common course of nature. 
it is no miracle that a man 
Seemingly in good health 
should die on a sudden, be- 
‘eause such a kind of death, 
though more unusual than 
any other, has ‘yet been 
frequeritly observed to hap- 
pen, But it is a miracle 
that a dead. man should 
come to life; because that 
has never been observed in 
any age or country, There 
must, thereforé, be a uni- 
form experience against 
every miraculous event, 
‘otherwise the event would 
not merit that appellation. 
—Hume's Essay on Miracles. 
BrNGE miracles are effects 
contrary to the established 
zonstitution of things, we 
are certain that they will 
aever be performed on triv- 
1 xal occasions.—7. H. Horne. 
7 “(For the proof of tbis asser- 
tion let the intelligent student turn to the gospels 
and read the account of Christ’s cursing the fig- 


` 1 


tree because it had no fruit, but leaves only, “the — 
i for Trait being not yet "conie amd to “hid ‘ 


sending Peter to catch a fish ii Whose mouth he 
should find a penny. More “ trivial” occasions of 
exercising divine power it would be difficult to 
conceive. Miracles are Nowadays seldom appealed 
to, except by the very canaile of popular preachers 
—the very gutter-snipes of theology—but; before 
Hume's time, miracles and prophecy were the pil- 
Jars on which the temple of Christianity rested. 
Other religions as well as the Jewish and Chris- 
tian appeal to miracles, and they are quite as well 
attested as those that we read in the Old and New 
Testaments.— Hytaz.] 


By some we are told that the soul is immaterial, 
and that, by reason of 1ts immateriality, it cannot. 
die, How can human beings, professing to hav 
cultivated their understandings, be content to re- 
spect, and rest in, such wretched inanities as 
these, at best but the convulsiv flounderings of an 
intellect out of its depth, deluding itself into the 
belief that it has grasped an idea when it has only 
got hold ofa word? That the immaterial must, 
of necessity, be immortal seems to us an unmean- 
ing assertion in a matter of which we know abso- 
Intely nothing. Of the nature of the soul science 
has taught us indeed little—far too little to allow 
us to decide and dogmatize—but honesty must ad- 
mit that the little it has taught us all points to am 
opposit conclusion, Alas! for the spirit's immor- 
tal trust, if it rested on such scholastic trivialties: 
as these !—Greg's Creed of Christendom, 


In revelation, technically so-called, revelation 
confirmed by historical miracles, Carlyle was un- 
able to believe—he felt himself forbidden to be 
lieve by the light which was in him. In other ages 
men had seen miracles when there were none, and 
had related them in perfect good faith in their 
eagerness to realize the divine presence in the 
world. They dii not know enough of nature to 
beon their guard against alleged suspensions of 
its unvarying order, To Carlyle the universe was 
itself a miracle, and all its phenomena were 
equa'ly in themselves incomprehensible. But the 
special miraculous occurrences of sacred history 
were not credible to him. "It is as certain as 
mathematics,” he said to me late in his own life, 
* that no such thing ever has been or can be."— 
Froude's Cartyte. 


AND why even of yourselvs judge ye not what 
is right ?— Jesus. 


In the massacre of St. Bartholomew five thou- 
sand Parisians of all ranks were murdered. 
Within the whole kingdom the number of victims 
was variously estimated at from twenty-five thou 
sand to one hundred thousand. The heart of 
Protestant Europe, for an instant, stood still with 


‘horror, The queen of England put on mourning 


weeds, and spurned the apologies of the French 
envoy with contempt, At Rome, on the contrary, 
the news of the massacre created a joy beyond de- 
scription. The pope, accompanied by his cardinals, 
went solemnly to the church of St. Mark to render 
thanks to God for the grace thus singularly 
youchsafed to the Holy See and to all Christen- 
dom; and a Te Deum was performed in presence of 
the same august assemblage.—Motley's Rise af the 
Dutch Republie. 
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diates and Clippings. 


A CarTHOLIO paper says that the Freemasons 
of Italy hav resolved to use all their influence 
with the deputies on the left to hav the first 
article of the statutes repealed. The article 
alluded to is one declaring that the Roman 
Catholic and Apostolic church shall be the 
religion of the kingdom. 


‘Tue largest number of Chinese employed at 
any one place on the Eastern slope are em- 
ployed in Casebolt's laundry in Belleville, on 
the outskirts of Newark. District No. 51 of 
the Knights of Labor hav entered into an 
agreement with Mr. Casebolt to supply him. 
with white laborers, and the latter has agreed 
to take them on in place of the Chinamen. 


'THosE abuses of the freedom of speech are 
the exercises of liberty. They ought to be 
repressed, but to whom dare we commit the 
care of doing it? An evil magistrate, in- 
trusted with power to punish for words, would 
be armed with a weapon the most destructiv 
and terrible. Under pretense of pruning off 
the exuberant branches, he would be apt to 
destroy the tree.—Benjamin Franklin. 


Tur first person that Mr. Mohini Chatterji, 
the celebrated Buddhist philosopher, called 
upon when he reached this country, says the 
Sun, was Laura C. Holloway, who..is deeply 
interested in Buddhism. She lives in Brook- 
lyn, and it is at her house that Miss Rose 
Elizabeth Cleveland often stops when she 
.comes in from the country. Mrs. Holloway 
;isa well-to-do woman, aD authoress of note. 
, 8 bright and well-informed conversationalist, 
„and & Freethinker. : 


: dent in his letter: 


THE Savannah News says that Sam Jones 
has a brother who is preaching in the north- 
ern part of Georgia. He tries to outdo his 
brother in the use of vigorous: language, and 
is said to employ a. dialect that will almost 
take the bark of a hickory tree. Decorating 
a hickory tree is not much of an elocutionary 
job, but separating a Georgian from his sin 
requires real fervent use of the maxillary. 


WE are half a mind to begin to write a 
story that may never end, founded on facts 
that are ever obvious. Hippodromus, taking 
his morning walk in the streets of Lucignano, 
comes upon Theodectes, a laborer, and says 
to him: ‘“ Why are you always at work ?" 
Theodectes answers: “I am always at work 
to get money to buy food to giv me strength 
to do more work that J may get more money 
to buy more food to get more. strength to do 
more work to get more money to buy more 
food to get more strength to do more work to 
get more money to buy—” This is the begin- 
ning of the story without end, and the facts 
on which it is founded, they are without end 
also.— Winsted Press. 

AN interesting fable has long been in circu- 
lation that the queen presented a Bible to an 
African chief, saying to him that it was ‘the 
source of England’s greatness.” A picture 
of the presentation of the Bible by the queen 
to the savage was actually published. Mrs. 
Besant has exploded the fable. An African 
chief sent a present to the queen, and the 
queen directed the president of the Church 
Missionary Society to write to him and thank 
him and send him two Bibles. There was no 
presentation, no saying. The whole fable has 
grown up out of a phrase used by the presi- 
* England has become 


‘of: Thomas Jefferson. 


.this copy to one of his neighbors. 


.great and happy by the knowledge of the true 


God and Jesus Christ.” The president does 
not pretend that this is even a message from 
the queen. , Thus do pious stories grow! 


Tur Rev. H. R. Haweis has made a sensa- 
tion in London by a sermon preached a week 
since, in which he denounced the church at 
large for its bigotry, ridiculed the idea of 
apostolic succession, declared that he didn’t 
believe a word of the Athanasian creed, and 
expressed himself as only lukewarm in his 
adhesion to the Thirty-nine Articles of faith. 


Mr. Haweis’s audience sat aghast at the suc- 


cession of heresies hurled at ttem a by the 


‘preacher. 


A MOST startling statement, and most mon- 
strous if true, is that at Portree a child has 
been distrained on; or poinded, as the Scotch 
term the seizure for arrears of rent. Although 
this is on the property of, and for rent due to, 
Lord Macdonald, it is not suggested that he 
is to blame, but the Scotch sheriff's officer 
who poinded the child ‘‘for sale” must hav 
strange notions of landlord's rights, and it is 
hardly wonderful that there is ‘‘ much indig- 
nation amongst the Highlanders."— National 
Reformer. : 

Mr. ALBERT WORRELL, who livs in an old 
house in Campbell county, Va., a few days 
since found behind a loosened mantelpiece an 
old newspaper, the Boston Gazette of March 
12, 1770, which had on it in pencil the name 
At that time Mr. 
Jefferson owned lands in Campbell, and often 
visited the neighborhood. It is probable that 
he was à subscriber to the paper, and loaned 
It contains 
several protests by public meetings against 
the purchase by the people of tea and other 


importations of British goods, also a long ac- 
count of the killing of certain citizens: ‘by 
British soldiers.—Baltimore American. 


Jvpax Demine, of the New Haven, Conn., 
City Court, gave a decision last week in the 
case of the state against Albert O. Norton, a 
clothing merchant, who offered to purchasers 
of his goods a lot of prizes to be given to 
those persons making the most correct guesses 
at the number of seeds in a big pumpkin. 
This, it was claimed, was contrary to law, 
and the case excited much interest because 
has not been a fair given in the state for years. 
the manager of which has not done just what 
Mr. Norton did, or something like it. Judge 


Deming found Norton guilty, and sentenced 


him to pay $50.fine. An appeal was taken to, 


the Superior Court. 


Tue French hav encountered the difficulty 
that troubles this country in the matter of re- 
ligious instruction in. the public schools, but 
they seem to be making more rapid progress 
in the direction of solving the problem. The 
law respecting primary education recently 
passed by the French Assembly had already 
been voted by that body at the last session, 
and was returned by the Senate for the modi. 
fication of sundry articles. The chief point 
of the law is its enforcement of absolute sec- 
ularity of instruction. Henee it is, of course, 
bitterly opposed by the Monarchists and Ultra- 
montanes, who denounce it with floods of 
adjectivs. like ‘‘ odious,” ‘ abominable,” 
s blasphemous,” and the like. But the purely 


‘secular primary school is the only one which 


can, under national support, gather i in repre- 
sentativs of all classes of French youth, and 
there is every probability that the measure 
will soon become a law.— Christian at Work. 
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Communications, — 


The Fathers. of Our mepublie: 
 FRANELIN. © 
In his aitdbiogeaphy, Franklin says : 


Some books against Deism fell into my hands; they were 
said to be the substance of the sermons preached at Baylis’s 
lectures. It happened that they wrought an effect. on me 
quite contrary to what was intended by them. For the ar- 
guments of the Deists, which were quoted to be refuted, ap- 
peared to me to be much stronger than the refutation. In 
short, I soon became a thorough 5) 


This occurred when he was quite young, and there 
is no evidence that his opinions underwent any 
material change afterward. .  . 

Franklin's biographér, Parton; says: 


.In conversation with familiar’ friends. he. ed himself a 


Deist or Theist (Life of Franklin, vol. i, : 
He escaped the theology of ` terror “wed ee eens foréver-in 
capable of worshiping a jealous, Bisa and vindictiv 
God (Ibid, p. 71). : 
At the age of eighty-four, just previous ‘to. his 
death, in reply to inquiries concerning his -religious 


belief from the president of Yale College, he wrote as |. 


follows: 


Here is my creed: I believe in one God, the creator of: the 
universe. That he governs it by his providence. 
ought to be worshiped. That the most ‘accéptable service 
we render him is doing good to his other children. .That 
the sou] of man is immortal, and will be treated with. justice 
in another life respecting its. conduct in this: 


This is pure Deism. Paine and Voltaire would: 


hav readily subscribed to every one of ‘thé above.six- 
articles of faith. Compare the creed of Franklin 
with the creed of Paine. -- 


It is not improbable that Franklin had mined ‘to. do: 


with shaping the Deistic belief of Paine. 
SAYS: 

Paine was a resident of Philadelphia, a froduautár of Frank- 
lin’s house, and was as well aware as^we.are of Dr. Frank- 
lin’s religious opinions (Life of Franklin, vol; ii, p. 558). 

For nearly half a century there has-been a story 
afloat to the effect that Franklin attempted to dis- 
suade Paine from publishing his * Age of Reason.” 
This canard, under the caption of “Don’t Unchain 
the Tiger," was published -by the American Tract 
Society, an institution that enjoys the unenviable 
reputation of having disseminated more unadulter- 
ated falsehoods than fo other publishing house in 

‘America. To properly appreciate this story it is 
‘ only necessary to pea the fact that Franklin had 
been dead three years before:a page of Paine's work 
was written. Upon this and his’ motion for prayers 
-in the Constitutional Convention, is based. the Chris- 
‘tian piety of Franklin. Regarding the latter, it is 
only necessary to- remark that- it was in harmony 
: TA the second and-third articles of his Deistic creed. 

r. 
friends. Of Franklin, Priestley writes : 

It is much to be lamented that a man of Franklin’s general 
good character and great influence should hav been an un- 
believer in Christiánity, and also liav done as much as he did 
to make others unbelievers ” (Priest]éy's.Aütobiography,p. 60). 

This great man was himself. denounced as an In- 
fidel. He was a Unitarian of the most advanced 


Parton 


type, and was mobbed and driven from England on- 


account of his heretical opinions and his. sympathy 
with the French Revolution. Franklin’s Infidelity 
must hav been of a very radical character to hav pro- 
voked the censures of Dr. Priestley. 

While in France, Franklin consorted chiefly with 
Freethinkers, among whom were Mirabeau, D’Hol- 
- bach, D'Alembert, Buffon, and Condorcet. Respect- 
-ing his religious belief, Parton classes him with 

Goethe, Schiller, Voltaire, Hume, and‘ Jefferson, and 
says they would all hav belonged to the same church. 
. Franklin and Voltaire, a few months before the 
death of-the latter, met for the first time at a theater 
in Paris. | On being introduced, they cordially shook 
.. hands. But this was not enough. Each then 
. -clasped the other in his arms, and for a moment held 
him in an affectionate embrace. It was not a mere 
formal meeting between two aged philosophers; a 
deeper significance attached to the interesting scene. 
It was the spontaneous outburst of kindred feelings 
and a common faith. It was the Deism of the New 
. World, through its most illustrious representativ, sa- 
luting ‘that of the Old. 
In regard to the Bible, Franklin, like other Free- 


iker admired some portions of it and condemned | 


other parts of it. He asserts that “there ate several 
things in the Old Testament impossible-to. be given 
by divine inspiration.” For the amusement of his 
friends, he often caricatured the. Bible by taking it 
up, and, pretending to read from it, oboe in 
- a ludierous manner as he went along. 
The character of Jesus he extolled, but in | regard 
to his divinity he declared himself a skeptic. "E 
In a letter to the Rev. George Whitefield, written 
in 1758, we hav his opinion of Christianity: 
“The faith you mention has doubtless its use in the-world. 
Ido not desire to see it, diminished, nor would I desire to 
lessen it in any way; but I wish it were more productiv of 
good works than I hav generally seen ‘it. 
.Works, works of kindness, charity, mercy, abd public spirit, 
not holy-day keeping, sermon hearing and reading, per- 
forming church ceremonies, or making long prayers, filled 


eist (Autobiography, p. 166)... 


That he 


Franklin’ and Dr. Priéstey were intimate incorporated into our national Constitution. 


I mean real good |’ 


with flatteries arid conipliments, déstimd o even ay wise men; 
and much less‘capable of pleasing the deity. : 


* Writing to his sister in 1758, he says: 


"Tis pity that good- works, among some sorts of E cols are 
so little valued; and good words admired in. their- stead. ` I 
mean seemingly pious discourses, instead of humane, benev- 
olent actions. These they almost put out of countenance by 
calling morality, rotten morality; righteousness, ragged 
righteousness, and even filthy rags, and when you mention 
virtue, pucker up their noses; at the same.time that they 
eagerly snuff up an empty, canting hárang, as 3 if it were a 
posy of the choicest flowers. 


Franklin believed in a fature state of existence, but 
his conception of immortality was that of the Deist 
and not of the Christian. In his letter to Whitefield, 
previously alluded to, he says: 


degree and eternal in duration. I can-do nothing to deserve 
such a.reward. - He-that, for giving a.draught-of.-water-to 
thirsty person, should‘expect - to be-paid witha ‘good plan! 
tion, would ‘be modest in lis demands‘*compared: with thi 


earth ; : for my part; I hav not-the-vanity.to think.I 
deserve it, the folly to expect, 'or the ambition. to- desire: 


In a letter to Mrs. Partridge, he. observes: 


"With regard to future bliss, I cannot: help imagining that: 
multitüdes of the zealously orthodox of different. ¢ects, who’ 
at the last day may flock together: ‘in--hopes: -of -séeing-each’ 


tent with their own salvation. 


soll, written in 1762, shows how: die: Suede: tho 
Christian Sabbath :. : 


When I traveled in’ !Flaidérs, I cupis of- your idola j^ 
strict. observation'of Sunday, aid that a man‘could ‘hardly 
travel on that day among: you upon’ liis*l&wfulc-oeossiohs 
without hazard of ‘punishment, while where'T^ was: evéryone: 
traveled, if he pleased, or diverted himself in any other way; 
and’ in the afternoon both high and low went-to:the play:or. 


dancing:, : I looked around: for:God'$-judgnmients; but saw no 
signs of them. The cities were well built and:fuH-of inhab-: 
‘tants, the markets filled with’ plenty, ‘the péople- well favored: 
and well clothed, the nelds= well -tilléd? tlie: “cattle ‘fat “and 
strong; the fences, houses, and windows all jn-«répair;.àánd nó 
** old tenor,” anywhere in- thé cousitry , which;€oüuld: máke-one 
almost suspect that the deity was not so angry.at.that-offense 
as a New England justice. 


In a letter to Dr. Price he has this to say of relig- 
ious tests : 


I think they were invented, not so much to secure religion 
itself as the emoluments of it. When a religion is good, I 
conceive it will support itself; and when it does not support 
itself, and God does not take. care to support it, so that. its 
professors are obliged to call for help- of ‘the civil power, "tis 
a sign, I apprehend, of its being a bad one. 


The.above was written in 1780. : It is as tes to- 


mend it to the prayerful consideration of those pious. 
fanatics who, under. the mask of temperance and 
other reforms, are endeavoring to hav religious tests 


Clerical conceit and arrogance receive the follow- 
ing merited rebuke from his pen: . 


Nowadays we hav scarcely a little parson that does not 
think it the duty of every man within his reach to sit under 
his-petty ministration, and that whoever omits this offends 
God. .To such I wish more humility. 


On one occasion, when Whitefield visited this coun- 
try, he wrote to Franklin, stating that the friend with 
whom he expected to lodge in Philadelphia had left 
the city. Franklin very naturally tendered him the 
hospitalities of his home. Referring to Whitefield's 
acceptance, he writes: 


should not miss of a reward. And I returned, ‘‘ Don’t let me 
be mistaken ; it was not for Christ's sake, but for your sake.” 
One of our common acquaintance jocosely remarked that, 
knowing it to be the custom of the saints, when they received 
any favor, to shift the burden of the obligation from off their 
own shoulders and place it in heaven, I had contrived to fix 
it on earth. . 


At the age of eighty, ina letter to ‘Mr. Vaughn, -of 
England, he paid the following: tribute to the charac- 
ter of heretics; 


Remember me affectionately to good Dr. Price, and to the 
honest heretic, Dr. Priestley. I do not call him honest by way 
of distinction, for I think all the heretics I-hav’ known ‘hav 
been virtuous men. : They hav the virtue of fortitude, or they 
could not venture to own their heresy; and they cannot 
afford to be deficient in any of the other virtues, as that 
would giv advantage to their many enemies; and they hav 
not, like orthodox sinners, such a number of friends to excuse 
Or justify them. Do not, however, mistake me. It is not 
to my good friend’s.. heresy that I impute his honesty. On 
the contrary, 'tis his. honesty.” that Prong upon him the 
character of a heretic. 


. Such were the religious opinions of Franklin. The 
Christian may, with Dr. Priestly, lament that this 
learned man “should hav been an unbeliever in 
Christianity ;” but, notwithstanding his lamentations, 
the fact remains. He may distort it, but- he cannot 
disprove it. As Dr. Wilson -said of ‘Washington, 80 
must it be said of Franklin—“ He was a Deist,-and 


nothing more.” Joun E. Remspuns, 


Toronto Hospital, was a pronounced Secularist, and his vir- 
tues will be cited as a proof that excellence of character may 
exist without religious helief. But who can doubt this? 

: It [the skepticism that now prevails]is a serious 
skepticism, the grounds for which, even those who do not 
share it; if they are instructed and open-minded, can olny too 
well understand.— Toronto Week. 


By'heaven we understand a state of hanno. infinit-in- 


who think they:deserye.heaven:fór the little good' they do:on : 


other damned, will-be:disappointed, and obliged:t to Test; con- |: 


The following extract. fron sa debtor toJ uei Deae 


thé opera, where ‘there “was plenty: of. singing; fiddling, and ` 


He replied that, if I made that offer for Christ’s sake, I| 


Mr. BUTLAND, who -has left a munificent bequest to the |- 


An Orthodox Fran. 
TE 2: 

Bo Catholicism originated this. E of: sated: 

‘tion which was largely the work of St. Augustine, 

Protestantism accepted: “it, and has for. nearly five 


“hundred years directed all its forces to- ‘sustain and 


propagate the fraud. It is singular that educated, 
intelligent men—men of science and philosophy — ; 
could allow themselvs to be duped, imposed upon, 
and made the champions and defenders of this myth- 
ical, fabulous scheme called Christianity. Now that 
the revisers of the New Testament tell us there were 
no personages or characters called Christ, or Lord, or 
Savior, or Belial, in the first or older’ copies of that 
volume, .they hay openly admitted the forgery of 
these names by the church, and that on this forgery 
the whole system or scheme is built. ‘The earlier 


‘disciples or followers of Jesus and his teachings, the 


Ebionites, his Jewish converts and their descendants 
of Palestine, discarded the miraculous character the 
Greek writers gave to Jesus in. what was origlnally 
written of him by men who never saw or heard him. 

| What they wrote of hearsay and tradition was com- 
spied, some one hundred and fifty years after it is. 
claimed he was crucified. 

These writings were the original gospels, -and they 
purport to be a record of some of the things he said 
and.did. But they had none of these deified names 
now in:our English Testament, nor none of the mira- 
cles. or thaumaturgic acts there ascribed to him. So 
thé revisers, tell us they hav discovered in their re- 
searches, and in. the Companion they say: “The 
Greek word 'répas, which properly means miracle, 
occurs but three times in the gospels, and never with 
reference to. the works which Christ performed.” 
Yet they hav retained in their revision these miracles, 
as though: Jesus had really performed them, when 
they say they never occurred, according to the Greek 
texi- .Then .these miracles are forgeries, put there 
to make us believe that Jesus was a god or supernat- 
ural being, and as such capable of performing the 
miracle of redeeming us from sin, and saving our 
souls from sheol. . With these supernatural person- 
ages invented, with the miracles they performed. at 
hand, all the requisits were furnished to build up our 
faith, our system of religion, called Christianity. 


The first book ever printed was the Bible, in the 


year 1452, and in the Latin, then called the Vulgate. 


The Bible had long been used in the western church 


in manuscript copies, and only in the Latin. The 
‘Greek language was very imperfectly known to the- 


.day.as it wasa century ago, and I réspectfully com- ;ologians, 


A Spanish cardinal attempted to furnish a copy of 


‘the New Testament in Greek, which was printed in 
11520. Erasmus, though encumbered by other liter- 
|-ary labors, prepared i in the short space of ten months 
‘an edition of ‘the. Greek New Testament, which was 


printed in 1516. He issued five editions, making 
several hundred changes. 

Robert Stephens followed Erasmus closely in: an 
edition, adhering to his text, when opposed to the 
authority of all the manuscripts, and published his 
fourth edition in 1551... In this edition, for the first 
time, the New Testament is divided into verses, an 
invention of Stephens. Stephens made the first col- 
lection of various readings, amounting to 2,194. 

Beza, the Reformer or Protestant, edited a copy of 
the Greek Testament, and published five editions, 
which were based throughout on the text of Ste- 
phens. His last edition was in 1598. 

The revisers tell us all these Greek copies, so dif- 
ferent among themselvs, and in their numerous edi- 


‘tions, “ began. with Erasmus, whose resources were 


meager indeed, and that. even the materials he had . 
were not fully utilized.” He said himself that his 
first edition * was rather tumbled into the world than 
edited.” i 

Erasmus copied ‘in his edition from some cursiv 
manuscripts of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, 
all spurious copies. “He had thus no documentary 
materials for publishing. a complete, edition of the 
Greek Testament,” say the revisers... They also say 
that in the Greek text,from which our authorized 
version now in common use was. formed, there are 
many words conjecturally re-translated from the Vul- 
gate, “for which no authority can be pleaded, but 
which are entirely due to the learning and imagina- 
tion of Erasmus." Scholars hav been unable to as- 
certain how, and from what sources, and what manu- 
scripts, Erasmus pretended to form his copy ; but it 
must hay been, from the internal evidence of its 
spuriousness, some modern and not well known copy 
or copies. 

The revisers tell us that Stephens and Beza left 
the text substantially, if not quite, verbatim, as they 
had received it from Erasmus. They knew of no old 
copies, and. did not care to know or use any but the 
most corrupted later copies then in use. 

The “Companion” says: “In these circumstances 
can it be wondered at that vast multitudes of changes 
will be found in the revised English version, owing 
to an amended text? When we trace, as has 
been briefly done, the parentage of our English 
Bible, and when we see on what a slender basis of 
authority it rests, we might well fear that the altera- 
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tions'requiring to be made in the Bible with which 
we hav all our days been familiar, should be of the 
most revolutionary character.” 

After telling us that the names Christ, Belial, Lord, 
God, and Savior, as representing personalities, should 
never hav been translated and in the Bible as such, 
and that Jesus never performed those miracles at- 

‘tributed to him, and of innumerable mistranslations, 
interpolations, omissions, and gross perversions, in 
consequence of a misuse or indiscriminate use of the 
moods and tenses of verbs, and of the articles, pro- 

“nouns, and prepositions, often making the text state 
positiv falsehoods, impossibilities, absurdities, and 
nonsense, all of which they own and hav pointed out 
in examples to the reader—they tell us that, after all 
their vast labor for ten years, and the many slight 
changes they hav made in the revision, “no doc- 
trin in the faith is in the slightest degree affected.” 
“The Bible remains for all practical purposes totally 
unaffected.” 

Owning that they have made no material changes, 
having left all these personifications and miracles 
which they hav pronounced fulse, with most of the 
other errors, in the text, they proceed to stultify them- 
selvs and their readers as follows: “No suspicion 
need in future haunt them that the scriptural truths 
which. they love are insecure.” “ Hereafter every. 
loyal Christian heart should surely rejoice to hav ac-. 
cess, in as pure a form as possible, to the message. 
sent us by our father in heaven ;” and add, “ The ful- 
filment of this is presented in the revised version.” 

What other conclusion can we come to but that 

: the revisers were so disappointed, so embarassed and 
confounded in the task they had undertaken, that the 
only way they could extricate themselvs from the 
formidable difficulty was to contradict themselvs con- 
tinually, and to escape from the dilemma the best 
they could by special pleading, by pointing out and 
defining the errors, wholesale, and then leaving them 
in the text, declaring then how near perfect the re- 
vision had been made, when they knew and confessed 
the contrary was the fact, and that they purposely 
meant to leave it so? What cool, quiet, impudent 
presumption! What innocent, confiding trust in the 
credulity and stupidity of their readers ! 

If any one has some lingering doubts about this 
whole system of orthodoxy being a fraud, let him 
read these “Companions” critically, and he cannot 
fail to be convinced, so strong and positiv is the tes- 
timony they furnish, that the whole system of ortho- 
dox Christianity is an invention of superstition, and 
these scriptures hav been made to sustain it. 

Philadelphia, Dec., 1886. T. E. LONGSHORE. 
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In the Enemy’s Camp. 
A OHARITABLE OPINION. 
From the Independent of Nw. 25th, 

It is very hard work, somehow, for confessed Infidelity to 
raise money for its purposes. It had in this city some years 
ago an organization called ‘‘ The First Congregational So- 
ciety of Humanity,” but it broke down for lack of funds. 
But one of its people has died and given it ten thousand dol- 
lars, which he could not keep any longer himself, and so 
they hav started again under their acknowledged chief priest, 
Mr. T. B. Wakeman. He preached his first sermon to the 
reorganized society last Sunday, and talked to them about 
Constructiv Liberalism, the four corner-stones of which new 
theology were: ‘‘God—the universe; Christ—man; the 
Virgin Mother—woman and womanhood ; the Holy Ghost— 
love, charity, every attribute that draws man to man and 
leads him to love his neighbor as himself." With these four 
corner-stones he proposed to raise a structure that would re- 
place all the fables and traditions now accepted by the 
churches as the basis of the old religion. We fear the ten | 
thousand dollars can’t do all that. > 


ness to accept the principles and coóperate in the work of 
the National Reform Association. Two additional district 
secretaries, from branches of the church not heretofore rep- 
resented in its working force, stand ready to enter the field 
in September next. They undertake the work upon condi- 
tions which argue, on their part, the highest measure of zeal 
and courage and faith. All the other secretaries will be em- 
ployed in new territory throughout the year. The National 
Reform Association is enrolling nearly a hundred volunteer 
lecturers, who will undertake to deliver each a certain num- 
ber of volunteer addresses during the year. They, and the 
friends who arrange for them, will not wait for the coming 
of the secretaries, but will hold themselvs pledged to keep 
-the cause alive in their own localities, and to carry it steadily 
into new territory. i 


city where the Catholic populátion is mainly located, and 
that the city is not subdivided into districts, but parents are 
permitted to select any school, of a proper grade, they may 
desire their children to attend, provided a vacancy exists in 
-the particular room, the pupils in these rooms are largely of 
Catholic parentage, though more or less pupils of Protestant 
descent always attend; but no complaint of denominational 
‘influence or practice has ever been made to the school au- 
thorities. The teachers hav always been examined, em- 
ployed, and discharged, and all matters concerning these 
schools acted upon, by thé board of its own motion, and 
without suggestions from or consultation with the owners of 
the buildings, or any one representing them. 

“ All the- teachers employed in these schools are under- 
stood to be of Catholic affiliations, but they hav been selected 
by the board in the exercise of an untrammeled judgment, 
the commissioners having deemed it proper to do so. Two 
of the teachers in one school and three in the other are Sis- 
ters of Charity. They are women of high scholastic attain- 
ments, and their school work has been very satisfactory ; . 
they wear the dress of their society, but are known by their 
baptismal names, which they use in all communications to 
the board. The members of this society are ladies of Catholic 
faith specially educated.as teachers and to aid in works of 
charity ; they are not nuns, and differ much from them; the 
vows of the nun are perpetual, and thereby her life is devoted 
to the exclusiv service and advancement of the church, while 
the obligations of the sister are of a temporary character cov- 
ering but a year, when the member may, at her option, renew 
them for another year, or honorably and freely retire from 
membership. Many changes of teachers hav been made by 
the board, and a majority of those at present employed in 
these schools hav been educated in the public schools of the 
city, and are graduates of our high school. MN 

it By the terms of the agreement, the owners hav control 
of the buildings except during school hours, and I believe 
catechetical exercises are conducted there with such of the 
pupils as choose to remain, or who may come there for that 
purpose from other schools. With this the board, of course, 
has had nothing to do, except that it has provided that no 
pupil attending school there shall be restricted in any way in 
entering or leaving the buildings prior to or after school. ses- 
sions. 

** During the thirteen years of this arrangement the board 
has consisted of twelve commissioners, selected in annual 
groups of four,for the term of three years each, by the peo- 
ple of the city at large. No one connected with the Catholic 
church has been a member of the board or a candidate for a 
commissionership during this time. But two of the commis- 
sioners who were in office in 1872 are now members of the 
board, and neither of them has since been continuously in 
office. Prior to the change, the extent and character of in- 
struction in the parochial schools here was not sufficiently 
advanced to enable those instructed there to enter our high 
school, and, so far as I hav any knowledge, none ever came 
to that school from that source; since that time these schools 
hav been regularly sending pupils to the high school, in 
about the same proportion as the other schools. This sys- 
tem has apparently been satisfactory to our citizens, and it 
certainly has been the source of great advantages to a large 
class of pupils, who hav thereby secured the benefits of a 
common school education, which otherwise they probably 
would not hav obtained. I think the arrangement has 
largely been successful by reason of the very judicious action 
of the Catholic people here in not attempting to exercise in- 
fluence, control, or participate in the management of the 
public schools, and in allowing a Protestant board of educa- 
tion to freely treat and dispose of this serious question. This 
fact of non-interference has strengthened the board by re- 
lieving it from any feeling of insecurity on the part of the 
Protestant citizens, and enabled it to proceed in such a man- 
ner as in the judgment of its members for the time being was 
best under the circumstances, to so arrange that all children 
of the city should equally obtain the opportunity to receive 
the common school education contemplated by law." 

The Sentinel has not room for the opinions on this plan 
published in the Christian Union, but briefly summarizes 
them. Father Nilan (Catholic), of Poughkeepsie, pro- 
nounces it satisfactory. President Bascom, of the Wisconsin 
state university, is inclined to regard it with favor. The 
Rev. Howard Crosby, of New York, emphatically opposes 
it. He says it is virtually the state teaching religion, the 
sisters who teach during school hours teaching religion to 
the same pupils afterward. He says that ‘‘ there is no safety 
for our country but in a non-religious elementary education 
in the public schools.” President Eliot has a favorable opin- 
ion of the plan; so also has Professor Hall, of the Johns Hop- 
kins University. Father McSweeney (Catholic), of New 
York, and formerly of Poughkeepsie, would favor it if all 
school boards were like that of Poughkeepsie. If the system 
were to become general he would insist that Catholic teachers 
should be provided for children of Catholic parents. The 
Rev. Geo. S. Payson, of New York, thinks it important that 
there should be religious instruction in the public schools, 
but objects to the sectarian dress of the sisters, and suggests 
that the plan is calculated to encourage sectarian distinctions 
that should not be recognized by the state. The Rev. A. P. 
Peabody, of Cambridge, Mass., says the plan seems to him 
worthy of adoption. Finally, Father T. 8. Preston (Cath- 
olic), of New York, says, ‘‘It is not what Catholics want, for 
they hav a right to denominational schools, and to their part 


THE SOHOOL QUESTION AGAIN.: 
| From the Iowa Messenger (Catholic). 
It is only a question of time, and that short, until the Prot- 
estant pulpits will cease protesting against Catholicity, and, 
with us, join hands in attacking the common enemy of Chris- 
tianity that is fast decimating the Christian ranksand sowing 
seeds of Infidelity that future generations will liv to lament. 
Quite à number of eminent divines and college professors of 
the denominations hav already awakened to the imminent 
danger that is ruthlessly threatening the pillars of the Chris- 
fian household and hav displayed their convictions to the 
public, in language both plain and strong, that our present 
free school system is throwing out a class of Atheists, believ- 
ing in no God, no law, but in their own ambitions, which are 
sufficiently large to desire the fruits of others’ labor without 
any labor on their part. 

. Catholicity for years has fought the growing evil of non- 
religious education, while Protestants generally, we suppose 
for the sake of opposition to Catholicity, defended the public 
schools as the bulwark of the state and their form of religion, 
by which course they were opening up for themselvs an 
abyss that now endangers their little household of the faith. 
Catholicity now, as always, appreciating the blegsings of 
religion and foreseeing the effects of the non-religious educa- 
tion of the youth, stepped forward and raised her warnin 
voice that godless schools would manufacture godless citi- 
zens, and though a superhuman effort was required, the sac-' 
rifice was-made and parochial schools were built where obe-- 
dience to God and secular authority is impressed on the 
young mind, and where the animal man is taught to be sub- 
ject to the spiritual. : 

A long and bitter war has been waged against our church 
for this act on her part. We hav been declared enemies to 
the state, enemies to the government, enemies to the bul- 
wark (?) of free institutions. Every rampant preacher, not 
having a religious topic for Sunday, discoursed on the dan- 
gers of Roman Catholicism, and our building schools at our 
own expense was made the subject of slander and abuse. 
Not till now hav they seen the errors of their way. We saw 
the effect in the cause; they only see the effects when pro- 
duced in the prevalence of Communism and Anarchy that is 
| already deeply rooted in American soil. The Lutherans and 
Episcopalians were the first to folow the Catholic view; 
others are now gradually coming in, so that by a unanimous 
verdict of the Christian denominations the free school systcm 
will be pronounced a failure in turning out good citizens or 
righteous members of society. f 

The latest body that has adopted our view is the Presbyte- 
rian synod, held at Baltimore. It unequivocally pronounced 
against godless schools and adopted resolutions either to 
build schools, or attend in some way to the religious training 
of their youth, who were fast falling away from membership,. 
owing, they said, to the Atheistic influences of godless free 
schools. Only last week, the Rev. Thomas E. Green, rector 
of St. Andrew's Episcopal church, in Chicago, expressed 
himself forcibly on the ** mistaken views, the loose morals, 
and the social disorders of the day” attributable to the pub- 
lic schools. On this account, he harangued his congregation 
on the necessity of building & parochial school to stem the 
social disorders that hav already shown their hydra heads iu 
that city. Mr. Green believes that education in the public 
schools, with religion strictly excluded, is the source of the 
“ Infidelity and Atheism that flourish in the land, bringing 
their inevitable fruit of Communism and Anarchy," and that 
** unless the process of educational secularization shall be 
stayed, the aspect of the future is black and lowering." 


THE POUGHKEEPSIE PLAN EXPLAINED. 
From the Milwaukee Sentinel. 

To THE EDITOR or THE SENTINEL: I herewith send you 
‘“ The Poughkeepsie Plan,” as published in the Christian 
Union, June 17th. 1n conversing with Father Lalumiere, of 
St. Gall’s Catholic church, a few days since, upon this plan, 
he expressed an earnest wish to see it. To my own concep- 
tion it seems the solution, in an admirable manner, of one of 
the gravest problems of our time. Will you not be good 
enough to publish it in full, with the opinions accompanying 
it? I doubt not it will be widely read and aid many minds 
in arriving at just conclusions-npon this important question. 

. Epwarp D. Hotton. 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED AT THE OCEAN GROVE SUMMER OON- 
VENTION OF THE NATIONAL REFORM ASSOCIATION. 

Resolved, That nations are moral persons, and as such are 
accountable to God, and are under the obligations of his law. 
That the divine law; as revealed to nations, demands their 
allegiance and submission to the Lord Jesus Christ, into 
whose hands the moral government of this world has been 
ommitted by the father, and who is expressly declared to be mr 4 
the * king ob kings and Lord of lords,” and X. the prince of | , The description of the Poughkeepsie plan referred to by 
the kings of the earth." That nations are punished or re- | Mr. Holton, as given by O. D. M. Baker, president of the 
warded, preserved or destroyed, according as they obey or Poughkeepsie board of education, is as follows : 


disregard the moral laws which God has revealed for their | , .. Down to 1878 two parochial schools were maintained in | of the school fund," but that it is “an approach to justice." 
guidance in his word. : this city under the charge of the Catholic church authorities, | As such he would tolerate it, with the understanding that 


Resolved, That under the law of Christ as king of kings the | 12 buildings owned by that church. In that year the schools 
nation is solemnly bound to respect and defend the sacred. | Were discontinued, and an arrangement entered into between 
ness of the holy Sabbath; that the preservation of the Sab- | the owners of the buildings and the .board of education 
bath in this country is essential to the maintenance of our | Whereby the buildings were leased, during school hours, to 
free institutions; and that we recommend all Christian citi- | the city at the nominal rent of $1 per year—the board agree- 
zens to use their influence in the formation of party plat. | ing to keep the buildings in repair and insured ; also to es- 
forms to secure a recognition of this great principle. tablish and maintain public schools in the buildings, which 

Resolved, That in any system of public education the na- | Should be in all respects the same as the schools conducted 
tion is bound to teach its future citizens these moral and re- | under the direction of the board in the buildings owned by 
ligious principles in which the very life of the nation consists; | the city. About September 1st of that year the board re- 
and that the exclusion of the Bible by law, from our public | ceived possession of these buildings, under this agreement, 
schools, already accomplished in many places, is a blow at | and organized public schools of primary grades in them. 
the foundations of the republic. : Ten buildings were then being used by the city for school 

Resolved, That a written constitution for a Christian nation | purposes, numbered from 1 to 10, inclusiv; these wefe num- 
ought to contain explicit evidence of the Christian character | bered, one 11, and the other 12, and they hav since been 
of the people which frames it; and that the Constitution of | Known by these designations. The organization of these 
the United States ought to be so amended as to declare that schools by the board was as though no schools had ever been 
this is a Christian nation, and to place. all Christian laws, in- | conducted there. Of the twelve teachers then selected but 
stitutions, and usages in our government on an undeniable | Onie had been previously employed in the buildings. 
legal basis in the fundamental law of the land. ** These schools were established, and hav since been con- 

: : ducted, by the board in like manner, and under the same 

S i| rules as the other public schools of the city, and in all mat- 
PERNIOIOUS ACTIVITY. : ters of school work, procedure, and disciplin, and in the 
From the Christian Statesman, recognition of absolute and unquestioned control by the civil 

The growth of the National Reform movement has brought | authorities both of teachers and pupils there has been no dis- 
us to a most interesting stage in its history. The Woman’s | tinction between these and the other public schools. From 
Christian Temperance Union has shown a gratifying readi-| the fact that these schools are situated in the parts of the 


the teachers be nominated by the Catholic pastor, and no 
school books used except such as are approved by the pastor. 


° 
THE PLAN IMPERFEOT. 
From the Catholic Citizen. 

The “Poughkeepsie plan” is a device by which Catholics 
obtain religious instruction for their children through the 
courtesy of a Protestant school board, and under conditions 
favorable enough, but liable to be greatly altered by the 
school board. 

Asa local makeshift it may answer; but as a method of 
solving the school question for the country generally, it 
would prove inadvisable both for the public and the Catholics. 

For a permanent settlement, the Catholics would ask 
something more than the Poughkeepsie plan accords; they 
would want the arrangement to exist as a guaranty rather 
than as a courtesy. p 

Wrangles between state and church would occur in places 
where the school board was less liberal than the Poughkeep- 
sie board. It would be a repetition of the unhapy state of 
affairs existing in France and Italy. : 

If the state and the church wish to become partners in the 
matter of education, the English and Canadian system is 
best. If sucha partnership cannot exist openly, equally, ànd 
legally, sub rosa makeshifts are worse than useless. 
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The Liberal Club. 


It would be a concealment of the truth amounting 
almost to misrepresentation if the writer of this re- 
port should omit to say that he was in unusually good 
spirits when he started out to attend the 425th reg- 
ular meeting of the Manhattan Liberal Club. Many 
things had conspired to produce this gratifying state 
of mind. The weather was above criticism, and the 
store windows, decorated in preparation for the ap- 
proaching holiday festivities, made walking through 
the streets a good deal like attending a fair. This 
may be called cause number one of the salubrious 
mental frame above alluded to. A clear conscience 


of course, helped to place the subscriber in a recep-. 


tiv condition. Furthermore, he had just disposed of 
his regular winter poem, and had received from the 
publisher thereof a satisfactory check. It was, there- 
fore, no severe draft upon his finances when the man 
man with the badge-pin deposited in the hand of 
Treasurer’ Morris the consuetudinary five-pence, 
which is still the regular price of admission to the 
meetings of the club. And here a word about badge- 
pins may perhaps be excused.. The article which 
the deponent has hitherto worn was not his own. It 
was borrowed, abstracted, swiped from the desk of 
the editor of this paper. It was a plain, every-day, 
four-dollar pin. On Friday, the 10th, he had placed 
before him about fifty of Mr. Wettstein’s Freethought 
emblems of all sizes, styles, and values, from two to 
ten dollars, with directions from the manufacturer. to 
take his choice among them. Not to do injustice to 
his intelligence, he selected a ten-dollar one. It is of 
solid gold, éighteen karats or upward, weighs nearly 
as much as a silver half-dollar, exhibits four colors, 
and has a diamond in it as big as a capital O of this 
type. To use a little Latin, it is the ne plus ultra of 
badge-pins. "When the wearer dropped into the only 
vacant seat among the comfortable and expectant 
audience at the club, the little diamond 'threw back 
the light from the chandeliers in a buisness-like 
manner, and attracted much attention. He expects 
to remain happy in the possession of the pin until he 
shall exchange it for a harp. 

Mr. Edward G. Clark was the lecturer of the even- 
ing, his subject being the “ Basic Law of Ownership." 
Mr. Clark is an intellectual looking man and a fine 
reader. He believed he had solved the industrial 
problem. Aristotle who saw that property rested 
on natural wealth, which he called. the bounty of 
nature, was the first political economist. This nat- 
ural wealth Henry George called the land. It was 
not made by any man or any stock company, but, to 
use a theological phrase, was created by God. -There- 
fore man could not own it. This has been denied, 
but everything is denied by somebody. Natural 
rights are easy to understand. For instance, men 
and women are given feet to walk upon, and it would 
be a subversion of their natural rights to force them 
to walk on their ears. Those who deny this funda- 
mental proposition are walking with their feet in the 
air. Mr. Clark affirmed that his solution of the eco- 
nomical question was not a theory, but the discovery 
of a law. The right to liv implies the right to own. 
The statement that all men are created equal, rightly 
understood, is the Golden Rule ‘carried into econom- 
ics. Moses, the prototype of Henry George, worked 
merely by the rule of thumb, but his redistribution 
of wealth every fifty years was an accurate guess. 
Mr. David Reeves Smith had made the computation 
that this periodical squaring of accounts was at the 
rate of two per cent a year, and so an annual tax 
of two per cent upon all property would effect a 
complete democracy of wealth. To deny this would 
be to abolish arithmetic. Henry Georges land tax 
was inconsistent. He would not tax a lump of gold, 
because labor had been applied to dig and wash it. 
He would merely tax the hole it came out of. Society 
makes all values, and there is as much unearned 
increment about a house as about the ground it 
stands on. The log is no less the bounty of nature 
than the tree, yet Henry George would tax the tree 
and not the log. We can do better than to dig up the 
mummy of Moses in the nineteenth century, which is 
practically what the scheme of land nationalization 
does. As for Socialism, Mr. Clark thought it would 
produce a government too cumbersome to be of ser- 
vice. Society would resembld one of those old 
knights of the Middle Ages who could not walk in 
his armor. Men die at the rate of two per cent a 
year. By levying an annual tax, therefore, upon all 
property, each person will hav paid the debt he owes 
to society by the time when, in the natural course of 
events, he comes to pay the debt of nature. 

The writer would here venture to point out that 
the above is a pretty slim apology for a report of 
Mr. Clark’s remarkably fine lecture. It is hoped, 
however, that it is tolerably fair, if not accurate, as 
far as it goes. This is said as a sort of shield against 
any missils which Mr. Clark may be pleased to fire at 
the reporter. i 

In inviting members of the club to discuss this 
masterly address in speeches of ten minutes each, the 
Chair said it trusted that the closeness of thought 
evinced by the speaker would be imitated by the 
others. What Mr. Clark had not said or alluded to 


should escape lengthy eriticism. Remarks of a scat- 
tering nature would be likely to miss the central 
thought of the lecture. : 

Having thus put an extinguisher on those given to 
overelaborateness of expression, the Chair placidly 
awaited results. Mr. Henry Appleton, who sat just 
in front of the writer, endeavored by furtiv demon- 
strations with his hat to attract attention from the 
platform, but without success. He is not a member, 
and only members are accustomed to speak except 
upon invitation. While Mr. Appleton was still in a 
state of suspense, Professor Denslow was called for, 
and went forward. 

Mr. Denslow said the Hindoos had a saying that a 
perfectly wise man would be absolutely silent. He 
wouldn't hav to ask questions or make propositions, 
because he would know the answer beforehand. So 
if the lecturer had been wiser he would hav known 
the answer to his propositions at the outset, and 
would not hav made them. The rate of taxation at 
present in New York is two per cent. The result, 
therefore, should be what Mr. Clark is anxious to 
bring about. Professor Denslow admired the skill 
with which the lecturer had tacked and sailed along 
peacefully for a distance with Moses, and Karl Marx, 
and Henry George, and himself (Professor Denslow), 
and kept his sails full all the time. The lecture 
would serve as an intellectual amusement—a good 
way above the minstrels, but it must still remain an 
amusement and nothing more. Professor Denslow 
said that he himself was no prophet or believer in 
prophets, except those spelt with an f instead of phe. 
Henry^George was a prophet who made a living by 
prophesying things which never could occur. 
George's claim that man could not own land because 
he did not make the land, while the state might 
own land, reduced itself to a logical absurdity. 
If man did not make the land, neither did the state 
make it, and hence could hav no claim to it. The 
state is only an aggregation of individuals and can 
hav no rights which those individuals do not possess. 
The state is bound to be just as good and just as bad 
as the people are on an average who compose the 
state. No man can be elected to office who is intel- 
lectually above the average citizen except in the abil- 
ity to say more fluently exactly what the average citi- 
zen himself believes. If he differs in opinion from 
the rest, they won't take him for a poundmaster. 
Professor Denslow characterized Mr. Clark’s theory 
as too vague and fine-spun to be adopted or even 
understood by the world at large. 

Mrs. Augusta Cooper Bristol, of Vineland, N. J., 
received from the Chair a very flattering invitation 
to address the audience. 
be considered absolutely wise, and refrained from 
speaking further than to say that the lecture was to 
her perfectly plain and practical, and the best she 
had ever heard on the subject of which it treated. 

The lecture was further discussed by Dr. Caleb S. 
Weeks, Colonel Hinton, and others, and at the usual 
hour the club adjourned. Next Friday evening, the 
17th, Professor Denslow lectures on * The Coming 
Constitutional Convention.” ; 

P. S.—The writer would call attention to the clos- 
ing paragraph in the editorial article, “ Too Deep 
for Us,” in last week's Tnurg Sexxer. He would 
also venture a correction. The editor does well in 
referring questions that are too deep for him to the 
philosophers of the club for solution, but he errs in 
intimating that those philosophers require but five 
minutes for that purpose. It is wellknown that ten 
minutes are invariably allowed for the solution of 
any question. Five cents remains the admission fee, 
whatever else may fall or rise; ladies and Presby- 
terians free; while Methodists receive a prize. All 
who attend these meetings feel a pleasure they can- 
not conceal. ; 


Mr. Reynolds’s Program. 

To tae Eprron or Tug Tnaurg SEEKER, Sir: The 
sickness of my wife rendered it necessary that I 
should accompany her home from New York, instead 
of devoting myself to the agitation of the repeal of 
Sunday laws, as I had purposed. Since our arrival 
home, she has needed all my care and attention. 
Having myself contracted a severe cold, I hav lacked 
my usual energy and been unable to reply to corre- 
spondents, or to carry on the work of the New York 
Freethinkers’ Association. 

But Mrs. Reynolds is gaining now, and I propose 
to buckle on the armor anew. Under any circum- 
stances, friends may rely on my being fully prepared 
for trial for the terrible crime of “ blasphemy,” at 
Morristown, N. J., the third Tuesday in January. 

Of ‘course I look forward to the trial with some 
anxiety. The orthodox are resolved to convict, if 
within the scope of possibility. They realize the 
growing power of Infidelity, and are marshaling all 
their forces, determined to make vigorous effort to 
check its progress. If they can imprison the expo- 


nent of Freethought; if they can establish a prece- 


dent, that the utterance of any words derogatory to 
or in opposition to Christian faith is unlawful, it will 
be a great victory for orthodoxy, because they be- 
lieve it would deter any from giving utterance to In- 
fidel opinions. - pv LEE 


Mrs. Bristol preferred to | 


As the law stands, I think it quite likely the court 
will convict. But I can very much better endure the - 
penalty than to make the slightest of our principles 
or rights ; for I am confident the enforcement of the 
blasphemy làws would insure their speedy repeal in 
every state in the Union in which they exist. 

I would take this opportunity to return my grate- 
ful thanks to the friends who hav sent my wife and 
self letters of cheer and sympathy, and so generously 
contributed to my defense fund. 

Between now and time of trial I shall be glad to 
fill lecture engagements. My new lecture, ** Relig- 
ious Persecutions of the Nineteenth Century," givs 
facts that cannot fail to arouse from apathy all who 
love justice and liberty. Address me, Box 104, North 
Parma, N. Y. Aw Fick C. B. Reyyorps. 


to 
Political Saints. 
The worst scramble for office which has ever oc- 
curred in Illinois has just terminated at the state 
capitol. Several ordained and audacious humbugs 
hav been fighting for weeks similar to Hudibras's 
club. : . 
For they (poor knaves) were glad to cheat . 
To get their wives and children meat. 
In other words, to do the praying act in the Senate 
and House for the people of the state of Illinois, in 
fact, to prefigure 
Church rule in this latter age, 


Of hell and heaven to dispose, ; 
To play with souls at fast and loose. 


To set what characters they please, 

And mulcts on sin and godliness ; 

To force all people, though against 

Their consciences, to turn saints, 

Must prove a pretty thriving trade 

When saints monopolists are made. 

When pious frauds and holy shifts, 

Get dispensations and gifts. : l ha 

Two years ago a similar scene of slightly smaller 

dimensions occurred, and a compromise was finally 
agreed upon whereby a Democratic Baptist became 
chaplain of the house, and a Republican Congrega- 
tionalist of the senate. The candidate of the Preach- 
ers’ Union—a trade organization of the white- 
chokered gentry—has generally been accepted, but, 
owing to the many discordant elements and the bif- 
terness of the fight, they could not agree. A Pro- 
hibition Campbellite sought recognition, and was 
peremptorily sat down on, and a Prohibition Presby- 
terian sought the high office, m 

For Presbyterian pride contests as high 

As doth the popedom for supremacy. 

But pride must take a “tumble,” and the Knoxite 

was knocked out. Then several sable brothers 


entered the wrangle for. $90 a month for a few min- ` 


utes’ wind. In fact, everybody had a candidate but 
the United Labor party. Even 
He of a mongrel, diverse kind 
Cleric before and lay behind, ; 
A lawless, linsey-woolsey brother, 
Half of one order, half another ; 
A creature of amphibious nature, 
On land a beast, a fish in water ; 
That always preys on grace or sin, 
A sheep without, a wolf within. 

Yes! he was there, and the final wrangle was held 
last Monday (Dec. 6th), and the newspapers do say 
—although they will lie—that the proceedings were 
“ far from amicable, and intensely exciting,’ ending 
in a little short of a knock-down. The pious partici- 
pants declined to be interviewed, although one rev- 
erend admitted the “fracas” was very unfortunate. 
Revs. Francis Springer and A. A. Post were the suc- 
cessful spiritual swindlers of the people of the state 
of Illinois out of $3 per diem. When it can be 
proved that there ever were or ever will be dividends 
declared on this investment, we will be willing that 
prayers shall be substituted for the entire legislature. 
If God is willing to respond to the request of the 
preachers, there is no use for a House of Represent- 
ativs or Senate. Let us abolish either one or the 
other. I think that the Sandwich Islander has got 
& labor-saving device in this direction, which some 
enterprising American ought to improve and patent. 
I refer to the praying-wheel. It is vastly more eco- 
nomical, and just as reliable. I vote for praying- 
wheels. š 

The daily News refers editorially to the affair as 
follows: 

It is very unfortunate that the clergymen of Springfield 
should indulge in an unseemly scramble for the two chap- 
laincies of the legislature. Whatever thcir motivs may be, 
their action givs the enemies of the church an opportunity to 
belicve that $3 a day for a very easily performed service is 
as great a temptation to a clergyman as to a politician. Bet- 
ter that the office of chaplain should be abolished than that 
the clergymen should fall to wrangling over it. 

MINISTERS MEETINGS. 

Monday our ministers meet regularly to regale 
each other and the reporters, prior to the reading of 
the regular paper, with stories not intended for ears 
polite, chaste, or. refined, say some knights of the 
pencil. When a reporter recognizes a story, as 
“smutty,” it must be a vile article indeed, as their 
vocation is largely with a class who imagin that to be 
* trooly great" requires their retailing their natural 
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depravity, so that the reporters’ sensibilities are some- 
what blunted in that direction. When the discussion 
occurs, they then dispute with as much satisfaction 
to the reader as Hudibras and Ralph on “ ratiocina- 
tion.” Last Monday it took a serious turn. “ Pre- 
millennialism " was the topic of the Methodists. Rev. 
R. W. Bland boiled over belligerently in a paper op- 
posing this doctrin. The coming of. Christ was only 
espoused by either strong fanatical minds or very 
weak ones. Though not so dangerous as Liberalism, 
pre-millennialism is to. be deprecated as not in agree- 
ment with. the scriptures, and tends to bring into 
contempt our present life. Brother Bland evidently 
finds “this world" good enough for him, and pro- 
poses that Jesus's visit shall be indefinitly postponed 
80 long as good salaries are forthcoming for preach- 
ing the gospel of the childlike and Bland. 

Brother Blackstone opposed Bland's view with 
vigor, 80 we are left to conjecture whether he is 
strongly fanatical or mentally weak. “The church,” 
he affirmed, * was decaying because of its modern 
‘heresy; that post-millennialism was putting the 
church to sleep and making laughter in hell.” What 
a jolly time they had in hades, for Brothers Bristol, 
Foster, Miller, and Zimmerman fought against 
Christ's coming ^ just now,” or any specified time in 
the future. They seemed a little afraid that Jesus 
Christ might come in all his glory “to judge the 
quick and the dead,” and spoil their pleasant tea- 
party with salary attachment, and incontinently de- 
molished Brother Blackstone. 

The Baptist preachers are having a conference at 
the Grand Pacific, and for the the outlay of hundreds 
of thousands of dollars in property and sky-pilots, 
they are enabled to report sixteen additional com- 
municants. Cold-water cure stock is at a very low 
ebb in Chicago. 

The rectors of the Deformed Episcopal church held 
their first weekly meeting last Monday, and did some 
monumental misrepresentation about their prosperity, 
when. it is a well-known fact they hav had to sell 
two churches lately. . 

' All the denominations are to confer prior to the 
week of prayer, presumably to consult and tell “ the 
way Christ went into hell.” 

"THE CHURCH AND K. OF L. 

Thirteen members of St. Peters Lutheran church 
at Fond du Lac, Wis, were stricken from the rolls 
because they were members of the K. of. L., and, in 
spite of church regulations, chose to remain in that 
order. Good! We shall soon see which side the 
workingman must take. A Jesuit father in Montreal 
also preached against the Knights last Sunday. Let 
the good work go on. 

A CREDITABLE ACTION. 

The city council of Louisville, Ky., recently voted 
five hundred bushels of coal to each church society 
for charities, and the mayor very justly vetoed the 
measure. If charity is to be dispensed by the city of 
Louisville, let the city authorities dispense it, not 
hand it over to the perpetual paupers of the state, 
the churches. A protest was passed by.a meeting of 
Protestant meetings against the use of public money 
for church charities. That shows the Catholics were 
getting the best of the move. But how about public 
money to pay for the tax on churches? 

i E. A. STEVENS. 


e 


l A Reply to Dr. Monroe. ; 

To toe Eprror or Tue TRurvH SEEKER, Sir: Your 
reprint from the Zronclad Age of Nov. 27, 1886, in 
reference to the action of the congress of the Ameri- 
can Secular Union is a curious specimen of interest- 
ed fault-finding. A pig can root up, but it takes a 
man to build. I do not: apply this rude figure per- 
sonally to the editor of the Lronclad Age, but it is a 
fact that criticism is an easy thing to do. 

Our friend in the cause jumps to the conclusion 
that London Bridge is broken down, before he 
knows all the people he is talking about, and who are 

' trying to make the bridge safe. 

As I am the holder of the purse, which jingles 
about $28, I protest against the Zronclad Age’s im- 
plication that the Truth Seeker Company is building 
blocks of houses on Fifth Avenue, where some of the 
corner lots are worth $200,000, out of the funds of 
the American Secular Union. 

Our friend of the cause seems. to hav dreamed a 
dream to the effect that the Truth Seeker Company, 
like Jonah’s. whale, swallows up all the cash and all 
the profits ; in fact, has taken the whole fire-place, and 
the Zronclad Age has no chance to warm its iron 
toes. 

It is an open secret that the treasurer of the Amer- 
ican Secular Union is getting $000,000 per year; 
that he expects by this time next year to be in nego- 
tiation (in partnership with the Truth Seeker Com- 
pany) with the emperor of China to buy the Celes- 
tial empire, and if the Zronclad Age will keep still, 
we will let him in. . 

It is evident that the editor of the Zronclud Age 

has nothing to do. Let me ask him to solve these 
questions: How can the Virgin Mary be the mother 
of God, or was not God’s mother the Virgin Mary ? 
Which was born first? Also, what right has the 
Rev. Mr. Vinblow Iwillbegood, of Andover, to 


make a half-way hell for savages, when the thing is 
patented by the old house of Pecci & Co., of Rome. 

But if the Zronclad Age insists that the smart fel- 
lows of the Truth Seeker Company are getting all 
the money in the West, through the American Secu- 
lar Union, I shall stand firm and deny it, and shake 
the demnition total of $28 in his face, and, like Mac- 
beth’s daggers, will be ever before his eyes. 
. New York. © CHARLES Écknanp, 

. Treas. Am. Secular Union. 
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Lecture Appointments by Samuel P. Putnam. 


The secretary of the American Secular Union will 
begin his annual lecture tour in January next. Jan- 
uary 5th and 6th he will lecture at Martinsburg, 
W. Va.; Jan. 9th, at Pittsburgh, Pa; Jan. 10th and 
11th,.at Alliance, O.; Jan. 12th, 18th, and 14th, at 
Kent, O.; Jan. 16th, at Columbus, O.; Jan. 18th, 
19th, and 20th, at Cincinnati, O.; Jan. 29th and 30th 
at Chicago, Ill; Feb. 1st and 2d at Nekoma, Ill.; 
Feb. 5th and 6th at Fort Madison, Iowa; Feb. 13th, 
at Ba(ggia, Kan.; and Feb. 20th, at Fort Dodge, 
Kan.; ix:d from thence the secretary will proceed to 
the Pacific states and territories. The route beyond 
Fort Dodge is not yet fully determined, as it depends 
to some extent upon the lecture engagements to be 
hereafter made. Will not all Liberals who are inter- 
ested in the work of the Secular Union please take 
note of the lecture appointments now published and, 
as the dates are not yet completely filled, make 
arrangements for the use of all the extra nights, so 
that the line of travel can be made available without 
any added expense? Many places hav to be omitted 
because the railroad fares and. hotel bills are greater 
than what friends can raise for expenses. If, how- 
ever, points can be made along the route announced, 
so that the extra outlay is but little, lectures can be 
given and resources economically used. From Fort 
Dodge, Kan., the secretary has under consideration 
the plan of going to the Pacific slope by the South- 
ern route, and he desires to enter at once into com- 
munication with all Liberals along that route, so that 
every available place can be visited and lectures 
given in New Mexico, Arizona, and southern Cali- 
fornia. 

The object of this lecture trip is to make acquaint- 
ance with the Liberals of the country, in order that 
by understanding the general mind the best plans 
can be made for- national effort. Experience has 
demonstrated that we cannot hav a congress of Lib- 


on account of the vastness of the country. The only 
way to find ample expression of the Liberal party is 
by a lecture tour and newspaper correspondence, by 
the personal activity and presence of the secretary 
himself in all the places where there is a company of 
Liberals. If this plan is carried out, Freethought 
organization becomes a power. If it is not, then fra- 
ternal association on the broad basis of national life 
is impracticable. So it is hoped that the friends of 
progress who believe in the union of our forces will 
make available the lecture trip of the secretary for the 
coming year, not simply far the enlightenment of the 
general public, but for the cultivation of the noble 
spirit of comradeship. 

Address all communications until Jan. 1st to Sam- 
uel P. Putnam, 76 East 11th St, New York. After 
Jan. 1st; address care of E. A. Stevens, chairman of 
Finance Committee, 750 W. Lake St., Chicago, Ill. 

` Sauuzr P. PUTNAM, 
, Sec. American Sec. Union. 
New York, Dec. 12, 1886. 
— oto — — ——— 


A Plea for Roxanna Druse. 


Dear TaurH Szexers (of New York state): I am 
terribly anxious that every one of you should do 
something to avert the hanging of Mrs. Druse now in 


She-is sentenced to be hung Dec. 29, 1886—only a 
short time to work in, but much may yet be done if 
you so will it. The poor woman was crazed by the 
brutal treatment of her “lord and master” through 
a long series of years, till at last poor human nature 
could no longer stand it, and she took vengeance in 
her own hands. But does this make it right that 
the law should brutally murder her? Man-made laws 
crush out the womanhood of the weak and feeble, 
and then hang them for not “turning the other 
cheek” also. Friends, send to E. W. Chamberlain, 
120 Broadway, New York, at once, and get petitions, 
and then obtain all the signatures possible and for- 
ward them ere too late. 

No one can do a better work than this. Our civil- 
ization is far behind the age when it allows a weak, 
demented, terror-stricken woman to be hung for 
what she was driven to do in sheer desperation. 

Exava D. SLENKER. 
a E 
The Earthquake and the Deity. 
From the Milwaukee Sentinel. 

If the president's assumption that Charleston was shaken 
up, its buildings shattered, and many of its people killed and 
wounded by a direct intentional act of the deity, it would 


seem like questioning the propriety of the whole transaction 
to.sympathize with the sufferers. The more natural conclu- 


Jamieson, hav been crowned with great success. 


erals that shall be an entirely representativ assembly |. 
‘Spiritualists met at Ionia, Mich., Nov. 20th and 21st. The 
"weather was favorable, and representativs from Greenville, ' 


jail in Herkimer county for the murder of her husband. |’ 


sion of a devout mind would bethat they deserved what they 
got. The theories of the scientists, which regard the earth- 
quake at Chatleston as due solely to some peculiar formation 
of the earth's strata at that point, warrant us in extending 
earnest sympathy and practical kindness to thé people of 
that city, but such sentiments are illogical and sacrilegious if 
the president's view of the case is the correct one. 


to 

Lectures and Meetings. 
Tuer lectures Sunday evenings in Denver, Col., by W. F. 
The Sec- 
ular Union there is in dead earnest. Long before the hour 
of meeting the walks in front of Unity church were filled 


with people. By some oversight the building was not opened 
until 7:55, when it was filled to overflowing, and hundreds 
turned away unable to gain entrance. 


The speaker an- 
nounced that he would continue the subject under the head 


of “ Thomas Paine’s Political and Military Career,” on the 
following Sunday evening. This appeared in the Denver 


Tribune-Republican next morning : ‘‘ There is now a move- 


-ment by the Secularists to retain Mr. Jamieson’s services as 


speaker and worker for six mcnths, and to build a Secular 
hall costing from $20,000 to $25,000." 'The Tabor Opera 
House would hav been engaged, but the manager, after 
Putnam's lectures: there, raised the rent to $100 an evening, 
but let the Christians hav it forless than $50. Jamieson is 
lecturing week cvenings in adjoining towns, Greeley, Long- 
mont, Canyon City, and may giv à course at Boulder. He 
will, however, soon devote all his time to Denver, with the 
exception of one or two evenings cach week. Address, 
Denver, Col. 

J. E. Remszovre lectured in Buffalo, November 30th. This 
is the first Liberal meeting held in Buffalo for several years. 
The Buffalo Courier thus refers to it: “John Ej. Remsburg, 


the noted Freethought orator, spoke at the Germania Theater 
last evening on ‘Sabbath-Breaking.’ Mr. Remsburg is a 


dark.complexioned, good.featured man of about forty-five 
[thirty-eight] years, and is possessed of a good voice and 
easy delivery. His lecture may be summed up in these 
words: Sunday cannot be a holy day; let us make of it a 
holiday. Let us take it away from the priests and giv it to 
the people. ` He said there was no authority for the Christian 
Sabbath either in the Bible or outside of it. If there was any 
Sabbath it must be the seventh day of the week. He offered 
to giv any person $100 for a single text from the Bible 
authorizing the first day of the week, or Sunday. The Sun- 
day Sabbath was simply an old pagan idea adopted by the 
church in the fourth century. He quoted from Luther, 
Melancthon, Calvin, Grotius, Milton, Jeremy Taylor, Arch- 
bishop Cranmer, Bishop Warburton, Archbishop Whately, 
Archbishop Paley, and other eminent Christian authorities, 
to show that there was no authority for the observance of 


“Sunday as a Sabbath.” 


“ Tare Semi-annual State Convention of Liberalists and 


Belding, Lyons, Saranac, and other places were present, and 
a general good time was the result. The mecting was 
opened by Mr. J. H. Burnham, of Saginaw. He gave us an 
excellent discourse on the much-needed subject ‘Charity,’ 
which was highly appreciated by all, and we trust that the 
good seed fell on fallow ground. He was followed by Mrs. 


.Warner Bishop, of Cedar Grove, Wis., au carnest, wide- 


awake, practical worker in the Spiritual field. Music also 
lent its charm at each session. Dr. Ira Davenport, father of 
the Davenport boys, the noted physical mediums, was also. 
with us. He and Dr. Moore, of Flint, hav been, and are yet, 
performing Christ’s mission of healing the sick in our vi- 
cinity with great success. A Mrs. Davidson, a test-medium 
from Munroe, was here also. We had three sessions on Sun- 
day .which were well attended. Sunday evening, after an 
able discourse from Mr. Burnham, the mecting was closed 
by Mrs. Bishop with words of hope and many good wishes. 
She also spoke words of consolation to a lonely pair, whose 
all had gone before. As she saw their children by their side, 
she accurately described them, and gave to their bercaved 
parents words of cheer from their dear ones, which were 
cordially and thankfully received.”—Cor. SECRETARY. 


— 9—9— 
Which was “Divine Retribution P? 
STRUCK DEAD WHILE BLASPIIEMING. 
From the World. 

LovrsviLtg, Dec. 4, 1886.—Superstitious colored people 
here are much excited over the sudden death of Dr. John A. 
Brown, colored. The story goes that he was an avowed 
Atheist; that several cvenings ago he accompanied two 
colored women who were returning from church to their 
home; that while there he interrupted a religious contro- 
versy by declaring there was no God, and while in the midst 
of a blasphemous tirade fell dead. The awe-struck by-. 
standers thought this death was sent in punishment for his: 
plasphemy, and, as no onc would prepare the remains for 
burial, the city undertaker next day buried the body in 
Potter’s Field, no relativs applying for the corpse. 


DIED ON HER KNEES IN OHUROH. 
From the Sun. 
' New Yorx, Dec. 3, 1886.—An old woman who had been 
kneeling in the vestibule of St. Francis Xavier's church in 
West Sixteenth street yesterday atternoon suddenly burst out 
into loud screams. The priests who were busy in the-con- 
fessionals went out to the woman. She had fallen fcrward 
on her face and was dead. .The body was removed to the 
Thirtieth street police station. A young man identified the 
woman as his mother, Maria McKenzie, of 246 West 
Twentieth street. She was sixty years old and afflicted with 


heart disease. 
—_— ot 


<s 

* Tur Story Hour" is a jewel, and should be kept in cvery 
household, whether there are children there or not.—B. F, 
Crasdell, 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER, DECEMBER 18, 1886. 


Communications, 


The Religious Experience of Benjamin Stackpole. 

When I was in Maine last fall an uncle of mine 
who livs there said to me one day: “ Boy, I hav a 
story that I'll giv you for Tux Trura Sezer, if you 
wish, only you must print it just as I tell it. If you 
fix it up you might spoil it.” 
faithful transcript, and here is the story he told : 


As long ago as when I was a boy there used to be 


an old skid lived down the river in Thomaston, Knox 
He never 


county, by the name of Ben Stackpole. 
connected himself with any of the regular religious 


societies, because they wouldn’t hav him around, but 


if there was a meeting going on, old Ben was there. 
Dumdest coward, he was, too, you ever see. They used 


to tell this yarn on Ben, before he moved down to 
Thomaston, so youcan guess about what kind of an 


old hypocrit he was. 


Bears were pretty frequent up on the hill in them 


days, where Ben’s pasture was when he lived up- 
river, and he generally took a gun with him when 
he went after the cows—an old double-barreled shot- 
gun he had that wouldn’t hit nothin’ ’twas pointed at. 


Just on the heith of land there was a little clearing— 


woods on all sides, of course—and Ben’s cows or- 
dinarily went there to feed about the time he wanted 
’em most. One day there was a party of fellows 
went into the woods hunting over back of the hill, 
and after beating around all day, about sundown 
they rowsed out a thundering big bear—one of them 
old settlers that has a strip of white down the middle 
of the face. ‘Well, of course, the bear run. Old Ben 
was just coming after his cows, and when he struck 
into the clearing on one side the bear jumped out of 
the woods on t'other, and come towards where Ben 
was hellertyhoot. Ben didn't see the bear and the 
bear didn't see Ben till they was within a few rods of 
one another, and then the first thing Ben did was to 
up with his gun and let drive at the critter.. Then 
the bear turned tail and run one way and Ben turned 
tail and run t’other. Ben hadn’t more’n got back to 
the edge of the woods before he stepped in a hole all 
of a sudden and down he flopped, and ’tother barrel 
of his gun went off ker-bang. At the same time the 
bear met one of the hunters coming out of the woods 


*tother side the clearing, and the fellow put a ball 


into him and over he flopped. Then the fellow started 
towards Ben. The old fool heard him coming. He 
hadn't heard t'other fellow's gun on account of his 
own going off simultaneous next to his ear, and he 
made up his mind the bear was onto him. Scairt? 
Well, I guess he was scairt. He dasn’t move, and so 
what does he do, by thunder, but set in and pray for 
Christ's sake. The fellow that had shot the bear 
stood and harked to him. In the course of his 


prayer old Ben giv in to having been a mean cuss all |: 


his life. He had cheated the widder and orphan, 
was the biggest liar between the two rivers, and had 
hauled green oats into town and sold’em for old 
oats, and I don’t know what all; but what he was sot 
on was that he didn’t deserve to be chewed bya 
bear, and he wound up by saying, “ Lord,” says he, * if 
you can’t see your way clear to help me in this fight, 
don’t for Christ's sake help the bear !" 

When Ben got to this place he slewed his eye 
around to see what had become of Bruin, and there 
stood the hunter laughing at him, and the ‘bear laid 
all in a heap t'other side the clearing. ‘Well, sir, now 
you better believe he felt cheap. He picked up his 
old gun, hunted up his cows, and went home. After 
that if you wanted to see Ben Stackpole tearing mad 
you didn’t need to kick him. All you had to do was 
to say bear. 

Well, this experience of coming so close to death, 
as he’d supposed, set old Ben to thinking that per- 
haps he ought to be laying in some religious sup- 
plies against similar accidents. "Twan't long after he 
moved to Thomaston before there was what they call 
union meetings there; and of course he went, letting 
on to be piouser’n hell. Set there and roll his eyes 
up, the old cuss would, and beller glory to God as if 
he was thereligiousest man in the state. Same time, 
as he said in his prayer when he thought the bear 
was going to get him, he was the biggest liar between 
the Penobscot and Kennebec. Couldn't believe 


nothing he told you, no more'n's if he hadn't said it 


at all. 

Well, the union meetings was being conducted by 
three old sky-pilots that. bossed the gospel camps 
there in Thomaston. They'd doubled teams and was 
hauling sinners out of the woods of perdition with a 
rolling hitch One of them was the Reverunt Mr. 
Bugles—he was Cong’gational. Then there was 
Elder Spiggins, a Methodist, and Brother Birtwhistle, 
a Hardshell Baptist swamper. 

- These fellows all laid Ben out as a promising con- 
vert and a swelling, bud that would bloom into a 
saint in the nigh future. They prayed with him, he 
a groaning and saying Amen, till finally they thought 
"twas about time for Brother Stackpole, by golly, to 
come forward and giv himself out as a convert. So 
one night they all three at him to once. Ben he hung 


I promised to make a 


off that time, but giv 'em to understand that the com- | I thought o makin’ a sneak, but the clearin' aroun' 


ing evening he would hand in his testimony. Next 
night come, and Ben was there, and sot in his seat 
looking solemnern a dam'd owl. The ministers 
thought they had him, and didn't pay much attention 
to him the first part of the evening. Well, the meet- 
ing run along. Some got up and testified, and some 
got down and prayed, but Ben never stirred. The 
Reverunt Mr. Bugles lay to and preached, Elder 
Spiggins exhorted, and Brother Birtwhistle sung 
psalms till their pipes was ready to bust, all on 'em ; 
but . Ben sot still and looked solemner than ever. 


Finally Elder Spiggins goes over to him and says: 


“Brother Stackpole, shan’t we hear from you this 
evenin’?” Then Ben says: a 

* No," says he, “I guess not. Tve had a set-back, 
Elder Spiggins, that I can’t get over.” l 

* Is that the cause of your lookin’ so ser'us ?” says 
Elder Spiggins, and Ben says : 

“Yes, it is. I'm shaked in my mind.” 

* Ah, my friend," the elder answers him, “that’s 
where the blessin's of the gospel truth take holt. 
Unbosom yerself, Brother Stackpole, and light will 
break in onto your troubled sole." i 

* Oh, it ain't about myself that I am serus,” Ben 
tells him. “It’s about you an’ Brother Birtwhistle 
an’ the Reverunt Mr. Bugles. It was revealed to me 


in a dream, the same as if I was a Daniel come to 


judgment. I've had a vision." 
again. 

Of course they all wanted to know what it was that 
Ben had dremp, so he gets onto his feet and givs 
them this yarn: 

“Tt was arter I went home from the meetin’ here 
last night," he says, “that I had the dream Ym 
goin' ter tell ye about. I dremp that I was dead, and 


Then he groaned 


havin’ crossed the river by the ferry I started off 


to’ards the heavenly gates. Old Peter, as I took 
him to be, stood at the door like a ticket taker to a 
circus. I didn’t know how I was goin’ to be re- 
ceived, so I hung back an’ camped down under a tree 
where I could see the others as they come strollin’ 
along. The new arrivals was frekent. Some was let 
in after they'd qualified, an' others was dropped inter 
a slide an’ scooted off out of sight. These last was 
the unbelievers. I laid under the tree some time, 
an’ nobody come that I was acquainted with, till 
finally a man hove in sight that I thought I reck’nized. 
When he got closter I see sure ’nough it was the 
Reverunt Mr. Bugles. He marched along with his 
head up, big as tophet, an’ was goin’ right in, sayin’ 
nothin’ ter nobody. Old Pete he hailed him an’ says: 

** Look here, neighbor, whar ye boun’ fer ? 

“The Reverunt Mr. Bugles never turned his head 
more'n long 'nough ter remark that he was boun' fer 
the kingdom, an’ kept right on. Then Pete stops 
him an’ asts : 

“< You're the Reverunt Mr. Bugles, ain't ye?’ 

“< Yes, ansers the parson, ‘I guess I be.’ 

* * Cong'gational ? inquires Peter. 

* *'That was my sex, I'm flattered ter say, the par- 
son ansers him. 

* ‘The feller that helped k’nduct the revival in 
‘Thomaston, Knox county, ain't ye? was Petys next 
interrogat'ry. 

“<: The eyedenticle same, sir,’ and Bugles was goin’ 
ter pass on. 

“< Stiddy, my cherub,’ says Pete, ‘we don’t low no 
Cong'gational preachers in the kingdom. We let one 
of 'em in once an’ ’twan’t twenty-four hours fore he 
wanted the Almighty ter resyne an’ let him boss the 
whole camp. "There's a pen over there jest outside 
the fence where you ean turn in. You'll find it ocker- 
pied by several of yer disting'ished preedecessers.' 

* So the Reverunt Mr. Bugles was marched off by 
a lad they called Mikle, an’ didn't git ter heaven 
arter all. 

“I kept shady under the tree,” continues Ben. 
“Thinks {, if Parson Bugles can’t enter the gates, the 
chances of my gittin’ thar are pretty scatterin’. l 

“Well, 'twas a long time ag'in ’fore any one else 
that I know'd arriv, but arter a while away out yen- 
der I heerd some one singin’: 

** * In ther good ole way—in ther good ole way— 
We're goin home in the good ale way—wow l 

“Right off then I know'd Elder Spiggins was 
comin. Peter he slid his thumbs up over his shoul- 
ders under his galluses, an’ says, * Nuther minister o' 
the gospil When the elder got nigh.whar I was he 
happened ter see a good-lookin' female angel standin’ 
on the wall with her hair an’ close blowin’ 'bout in the 
zeffirs, an’ he stops his singin’ quicker’n litenin’ an’ 
sets in an’ tries ter paralyze it. Says Peter, ‘If that 
aint a Methodist, I'm a Dutchman.’ Well, he puts 
Elder Spiggins through the same course o’ katekizin’ 
he'd sprung on Bugles, an’ then tells him: - 

* * T'm sorry for ye, elder, but ye can’t go in. The 


last Methodist sky-pilot we admitted twitted the. 


Saviur o' not bein’ the son o' his mother’s husbun' 
an’ moren that, he begun ter purr 'roun' the Virgin 
Mary in à compromisin’ way. Ye see that pen over 
thar. Them’s your quarters. Tra la. Git!’ An’ 
that’s the last I see o' Elder Spiggins. 

* Well," went on Ben, snufiling, “when I see how 
the parsons was bein’ handled, I felt shakyer’n ever. 


didn't look very promisin’, so I waited. An’ who | 
@ye think the next disting'ished arrival was? 
Nevertheless than Brother Birtwhistle, ye-whoopee. 
‘Says I to myself, ‘He'll go through sure,’ bein’ he 
was a humble man, and let the wimmin’ folks alone. 


fur allI know. Soon’s Brother Birtwhistle gits in- 
side o’ hailin’ distance Peter sings out to him: 
“Hullo, ole webfoot, whar you goin’?” 
. “Brother Birtwhistle looks a little rattled, but he 
says, meeker’n’ Moses: ; 
* * My frien’, did you 'lude ter me as webfoot?” . 
“Well, why not? arkes Peter. 
huffs.’ ; 
“Brother Birtwhistle looks down, an’ I looks too, 
an’ there he was, webfooted as a duck, by hokey. . 
**Baptis's is allus that way when they git here,’ 
Peter explains. ‘You see that tank ’o water yender, 
Brother Birtwhistle. Go paddle.’” 
Here old. Ben held up long enough to blow his 
nose, and then made another rise: 


*" Bout this time things was lookin’ pretty streaked 


fer me, but ’twas nigh closin’ up time, an’ I had ter 
make a move. So I ups to St. Pety, an’ givs him a 
bow, an’ says. 

* ¢ Good-evenin’.’ 
keeps mum. A 

"t Pleasant weather, I venchers to  obsurve, 
€eeptin'it looks a little ketchin’ over thar,’ says I, 
pointin’ torst some thunderin’ black clouds. 

*tSmoke from tophet, Peter grunts. Then I 
called to mind the passage in the scriptur’ book that 
says, ‘The smoke o’ ther torment assendeth up'ard 
f'rever'n ever,’ an’ I tell ye, bretherin, it. giv me a big 

ump. 
4 Hope that ain’t ter be my portion,’ I sudjests, 
sorter feelin my way along. 

“< I dunno,’ says Peter, ‘who be ye? 

“Then I straitens up an’ givs it out that I was 
Benjamin Stackpole, of Thomaston, Maine, United 
States of Ameriky. 

«H'm, Maine—Neal Dow—Prohibition—humbug””’ 
he snorts. ‘You must of drinked a good deal o' bad 
likker in your day, Mr. Stackpole.’ 

*T replies that I has ter my sorrer. Next ques- 
tion was: 

“What church dye belong ter’ He had me 
there by the umbilikle. I told him I never k'nected 
myself with any church, an' was goin' on ter say that 
I had led a decent life, an' had never said nothin' dis: 
respectable to'ard religion, when he stops me an' says: 

“That’s enough. Mr. Stackpole, the broad fields 
o heaven is open to you? 

“Now, bretherin, I was as much sprised as you'd ’a 
ben to hear him say that, but I keeps on an even keel 
and says: 

“Yer reverents, may I ast a question ?' 

* * Certingly.’ 

“Weli; says I, ‘does all the ministers that comes 
here be put in them 'ere little pens? 

«Yes, ansers Peter. 

'* * Ay’ don’t they git crowded,’ I asts. 

** No, says he, ‘after they've spent a few days 


He passes the time o' day an’. 


together they're so dum’d sick o one anothers 


comp’ny that they requests permission ter go ter hell 
a little while fer a change; and when they git thar 
they find the s'ciety good ’nough so that they never 
wants ter come back.’ 

* Right here, bretherin,” says Ben preparing to sit 
down, “ I woke, an’ that was an end ont.” 

That’s the story old Ben Stackpole told at the 
union meeting in Thomaston. I don't suppose he 
ever had any such dream in his life As I said, he 
was the biggest liar between the Penobscot and 
Kennebec. Gro. E. MACDONALD. 

— 99 ——————— 


W. S. Bell in Texas. 


Texas isa great state— great in geographical ex- 
tent as well as in her spirit of enterprise. It is quite 
impossible to form anything like a correct estimate 
of this grand country without seeing something of it. 
I hav had a pretty fair chance to see the state and to 
become acquainted with the spirit of the people; and 
I can assure our Liberal friends at the North that 
waving the bloody shirt in political campaigns is 
nothing more than a scarecrow. The peop!e of the 
South are reconciled to the situation. In all my ac- 
quaintance with Southern people, I found only one 
man who was still fighting the war over again. Be- 
sides, they are not without just grounds of com- 
plaint in the enfranchisment of the negro. My Lib- 
eral friends here, people formerly from the North, as- 
sure me that the vilest men can go to the polls on 
election day, and buy or bribe the negro voter with a 
few drinks of whisky. Reason, morality, and patriot- 
ism hav no perceptible influence upon them. This, 
of course, vexes the white people who want good 
officers and good laws. 

October 28th, I reached Fort Worth, and was 
kindly entertained by Mr. F. W. Bradley, proprietor 
of the Windsor Hotel. 

There are not many outspoken Liberals here, al- 
though there are quite a number of the soft-shell 
kind. I had the pleasure of aiding in organizing a 
Secular Union. Mr. F. W. Bradley was elected pres- 


‘Look ter yer - 


we, 
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ident, and I hope under his guidance a strong ‘union 
will be established. D OPUS 
From Fort Worth I went.to Terrell, and was a day 
behind time, but this proved to be all the better, as 
there was a grand entertainment of some kind the 
night before. The man who has done the work for 
this community is Mr. T. C. Glass. He is a genuin 
all-round Liberal Just now Mr. Glass has aid and 
comfort from a minister who cooperated with me in 
getting out an audience to hear me. Besides, he intro- 
duced me to the people in generous and complimentary 
terms. This gentleman's name is Rev. N. Schultz, 
Unitarian evangelist, self-appointed and, to a large 
degree, self-sustained. Mr. Schultz is doing a good 
work here, and I am greatly in sympathy with him; 
but as I looked at him occasionally while I was open- 
ing the eyes of the blind, I could not resist the 
thought suggested in the old saying, “ A strange cat 
in the wrong garret.” But he will get out of the 
wrong garret and get into the right one. I know 
how it is myself. I hav been there. The lecture 
was on liberty and morality, and was well received. 
From Terrell the pilgrim went to Corsicana. Ar-. 
rangements had not been completed for.my address, 
and I was delayed several days. Mr. E. H. Church 
secured the Opera House, and by advertising we se- 
cured a fair-sized audience. Col. Nat. Pinkston, for- 
merly of Corsicana, but now of Hubbard City, came 
to hear me. The colonel is a veteran in the cause: 
During the lecture an orthodox lady who by some 
means or other had got into the wrong garret, turned 
around in her seat and said to Mrs. Church that the 
best thing to be done with such a man would be to 
rottten-egg him out of town. 
But Mrs. Church, being a noble Liberal, replied 
that that was all that orthodox people could do, when 
they could not answer the truths and arguments of Lib- 
erals. The orthodox lady looked tired, and subsided. 
My next stopping-place was Kerens. I reached 
there in the afternoon, and found the whole town 
given up to the election. A few hand-bills were cir- 
culated among the crowds upon the street, and that 
night I had the pleasure of speaking to a large audi- 
ence. Judge M. Melear is the pilot in the causé of 
mental freedom here. He is an outspoken Free- 
thinker, and has great influence in the community. . 
From Kerens I went to Athens, only a few miles 
away. I had no engagement at that place, but I 
knew of one man there who was a host of himself, 
T. P. Vaughn. He has voiced the sentiments of 
liberty in season and out-of season and often at great 
personal sacrifice. I had the pleasure of sharing his 
and his family’s hospitality, his wife and her sister 
being true blue, and all the daughters, young girls in 
their teens and going to school, are chips off the old 
block. The youngest is named Tommie Paine 


Vaughn. “What an odd name for a girl!" say the 
children. “What a horrid name!” say their pious 
parents. But Tommie rejoices in her name, and 


wears it proudly as a jewel. 

For many years Dr. Collins has being doing grand 
work here in distributing Freethought literature to 
all who would read, and also reasoning with them 
mightily out of the bible of nature. The doctor isa 
well-informed man, and has done valiant service. I 
hope I may hav the pleasure of seeing him again if I 
should go to Texas on another lecture trip, as I hope 
to do in two years. My next point was quite a long 
distance away towards the southern limits of the 
state, at Handley's Store, ten miles away from every- 
where. Moscow was the nearest railroad approach. 
We were here kindly entertained by Mr. and Mrs. 
Daughtry, and made the acquaintance of Dr.Daughtry, 
a pronounced Liberal. It was in this town that the 
orthodox tried to sit down on Brother Remsburg, 
and he objected so seriously that they had to pass. 

Mr. John A. Handley came to Moscow as soon as 
he learned that I had reached the land of the Philis- 
tines, and took me home with him. The trip was 
very pleasant, as the weather was delightful. On 
Sunday morning there was a “dipping” by the Bap- 
tist brethren down in the creek. It is true it was 
not much of an affair, as there was only one sister put 
down under the water ; and as she made no fuss over 
it, never opened her mouth to say how she took: it, 
except to throw out a little of the creek water that 
she had unadvisedly taken in, it was a very. tame 
business. And while the minister and friends were 
helping her to the horse-blanket tent but recently 
extemporized for the occasion, in which the sister 
might take off her diving clothes, we turned about 
and came home. 

The Baptist minister had expressed a desire to 
hear me speak, and said that if I would giv my lecture 
shortly after he had got through with his morning 
service he would stay to hear me. Of course I was 
only to happy to comply. 

He sat before me and bore up bravely under my 
ungodly talk. I had not only the shepherd, but I 
had also the flock before, and I made a special effort 
not to shock. them, although I am sure I did, for 
what I considered. exceedingly mild some of them 
looked upon as horrid and blasphemous. I very 
. resolutely set myself to instruet the people rather 
than. to offend or “ bullyrag” them. J commenced 
by telling them my Christian experience, and how ‘I 


to another as to make a somber forest at noonday. 


was led to doubt and to go on doubting and inquir- 
ing after truth. I showed them where some of the 
old myths came from. I took them up to the old 
nests of tradition and we took out the eggs and 
handled them. 

I think my lecture will do some good in that com- 
munity. - PN l i 

On Monday night I spoke again, but I cannot þe- 
gin to describe the weird scenes incident to the occa- 
sion. In the first place, one needs to sée these tall old 
trees to appreciate their grandeur. The pine forests 
are simply magnificent. Each tree is a giant, rising 
over a hundred feet high, and standing so close one 


There is no underbrush, but a smooth carpet of 
leaves or short velvety grass, over.which the hunter 
may ride at full speed without danger to either horse 
or rider. But as the deer are scarce, this breakneck 
speed is not often seen in these parts. Now, if the 
forests are somber in daytime, what must they be at 
night? In the evening we walked through these 
silent and sublime forests to the little church & mile 
and a half away. What.a deep feeling pervades one's 
whole being as he walks in such a communion with 
nature. Oh, the grand old trees! how they looked 
down upon us that night as we went by them and 
their nativ cathedral into the little conventional 
church: How small we ‘seemed in the presence of 
these primeval giants! Perhaps it-was the inspira- 
tion of these ancients that enabled me to ring out the 
old and to ring in the new more effectivly than usual, 
for I certainly never felt in better mood than I did 
that night. Long shall I remember the little church 
without doors or windows, lighted up with a few 
candles, and the grand old overtopping pines looking 
down upon'us, with their crowns of over a century's 
existence. W. S. Bett. 

i . _- OO 1 í 

"The Despotism of Methodism. 

Ds From, an article in the Forum. 
. In casting about for a model after which to organ- 
ize his "societies," and in formulating a creed and 
rules for their life and government, Mr. Wesley seems 


to hav borrowed ‘some. things from the Puritans, | 


others from the Church of England, and others still 
from the Jesuits. In their severe simplicity of dress 
and manners, and deep seriousness of life, the early 
Methodists remind us of the Puritans in the time of 
Cromwell; and the Wesleyans—the Methodists of 
England—are not wholly unlike the other Dissenters 
in their form of government, having no bishops, as 
has the Methodist church- in the United States, but 
electing, at each session of their conference, a presi- 
dent. The “Articles of Religion,” prepared by Mr. 
Wesley for the church in America, are an abridged 
form of the Thirty-nine Articles of the Church of 
England. ` The vows.of obedience to superiors in 
authority, required of candidates for ordination to 
the offices of deacons and elders, remind one of the 
vows of obedience imposed by Ignatius Loyola. The 
candidate for ordination in the Methodist church 
promises to “act in all things, not according to his 
own will, but as a son in the gospel,” to “ employ his 


time as we"—the church, or his superiors—“ direct,” . 


and to * do that part of the work which we advise.” 
He has to promis the bishop that he will “reverently 
obey the chief ministers unto whom is committed the 
charge and government over him,” and will “ follow 
with a glad mind and will their godly admonitions, 
and submit to their judgments.” He must not only 
agree to giv up his own will and judgment, and im- 
plicitly to obey another, but he must be “glad” to 
do.it! The Jesuits could hardly ask-more. 

: One of the anomalies of Methodism is that, while 
Mr. Wesley gave his followers in England a free 
form of government, without bishop or presiding 
elders, the Methodist Episcopal church of this coun- 
try has both these officers, and is from first to last 
despotic in form, if not in spirit, from the lowest to 
the highest places of power. The preacher in charge 
appoints the “leaders” of the ‘“classes;’ he also 
nominates the “stewards ;” thus, he virtually creates 
the “ Quarterly Conference.” Then the bishops ap- 
point the presiding elders of the annual conferences, 
who hav charge of the “ districts,” and constitute 
the bishop’s “cabinet.” -In all this there is nothing 
électiv, or, in a republican sense, representativ. 

The annual conferences elect delegates to the 
General Conference; and the presiding elders, from 
their positions as “ superiors in office,” so far control, 
or at least influence, the votes of those under their 
charge, as to secure the election of a sufficient num- 
ber of their order to hav a majority in the General 
Conference. This is the highest and the only law- 
making power in the church; and it-elects the bish- 


‘ops, the book agents, the editors of the different 


church papers, and the officers of the missionary and 
other societies. The result is that everything tends 
to create a self-appointing and self-perpetuating 
class of superiors, or church dignitaries, with the 


further necessary result of a long line of subordi- 
tnates and dependants upon their will. 


In polities, 
we would call- this a “ring;” in government, we 
would call it anything but republican. ‘These church 
officials naturally come to love authority, and in a 
large sense to feel that they own the church; that 


the hard-working preachers are controled by and 
working for them; and 
pay the bills. 


that the people hav only to 


Not in Romanism itself, nor in the government of 


an army, is there a more thorough organization or a 
more: perfect equipment, with all the essentials for a 


strict surveillance over every individual and every de- 


partment, and with power to enforce its rules, than 
is found in the Methodist church of America. For- 


tunately for the church and the cause of religion, the 


bishops hav generally been conscientious men, and 
hav sought to use their great; power for good ; and in 


aless degree the same may be said of other high 
officials ; but the vast machinery for injustice and op- 
pression exists, and more than once hav good men 
felt its crushing weight. ` 

For some unaccountable cause, it seems to be the 
natural tendency of. all organizations, both political 
and religious, as they increase in numbers and power 
and wealth, to depart from the'original simplicity and 
purity of purpose, and singleness of aim, that at first 
called them into existence. The monastic orders of 
the Catholic church were at first singularly pure and 
devoted, but with the increase of wealth and power 
they became corrupt. Cromwell began by opposing 
& royal despot, and ended by becoming himself a 
military dictator, though he used his vast power for 
the good of the nation. -And Methodism, that began 
as a revival—a spiritual impulse, a heart-power—is 
steadily and rapidly tending to a vast ecclesiasticism, 
with ambitions for wealth and world-wide power. Its 
original puritanic simplicity of dress is a thing of the 
past. The rule forbidding “the putting on of gold 
and costly apparel ” still stands in the Disciplin ; it is 
one of the “ general rules,” that cannot be changed, 
and the preachers are required to read these rules to 
the church once every “quarter,” or four times a 
year, in every charge. But no one seems to regard 
the reading of the rules as anything more than a mat- 
ter of form. Certainly, no one seems in the least 
disturbed by the rule concerning dress;. and yet 
nearly every one who hears the rule read knows that 
he is violating it every day, and especially on Sun- 
days; for the Methodists, more, perhaps, than any 
other people, seem to take a pride in showing their 
fine clothes on the Lord's day. Even the preachers 
who stand up and read the rule that forbids “ the 
putting on of gold and costly apparel,” carry gold 
watches and chains, and “put on" the most “costly” 
broadcloths, and wear “gold” buttons and studs in 
their shirts. The time was, and that within the pres- 
ent century, when a woman or a young girl, wearing 
a simple ruffle, or a flower upon her bosom or on her 
bonnet, was not permitted to enter a “ love-feast” or 
“class meeting.” 

In its doctrinal position, the Methodist church is 
peculiar. Luther sought in shis day to reform the 
doctrins of the church. Wesley sought to reform the 
hearts and lives of the people. And it is a singular 
fact that the great vital and spiritual. truths of the 
early Methodists, such as the “ Witness of the Spirit,” 
and “Holiness,” are not even. mentioned in the 
“Articles of Religion.” Mr. Wesley prepared for 
the Methodist church in America an abridged form 
of the Thirty-nine Articles of the Church of England, 
with such corrections as he thought proper. These 
are so a part of the organic law of the church that 
they ean never be changed. -Thus this one good man, 
more than a hundred years ago, settled at once and 
forever the creed of the Methodist church ; and now 
it is required of every member coming into the 
church to say that he believes it. No matter what 
greater light may come to the world, or what larger 
faith, these twenty-five “Articles of Religion” must 
stand and be accepted just as they are. It is well 
‘known to scholars that one of these articles, the fifth, 
asserts an historical error in affirming that of the au- 
thority of all the canonical book of the Old and New 
Testament there “was never any doubt in the 
church ;" but-the error can never be corrected. ` 

It is a striking fact also that these “Articles of 
Religion,” like the Apostles’ and the Nicene Creeds, 
contain not one word about endless punishment. 
These ancient creeds do affirm the doctrin of ever- 
lasting life, but not of everlasting death. Until a 
few years ago the “Articles of Religion” were the 
only standard by which a Methodist minister could 
be tried for heresy. He could be tried only for 


-teachings contrary to the “Articles of Religion ;” and 


then, to meet the case more fully, the general confer- 
ence added, “or standard authorities.” But it did 
not specify what these “standard authorities” are; 
and hence preachers may be tried and expelled under 
a law that is indeterminate in itself, but determinable 
by & church jury or committee. I confess that I do 
not like this; but the difficulty of defining the 
“standards” is so great that the church hardly dare 
attempt it, for the “ authorities” do not in all things 
agree one with the other. 

Wesley would be called an “authority,” and, as 
such, might be quoted in support of endless punish- 
ment; but who now believes in his doctrin of a ma- 
terial hell-fire? And yet, if Wesley be an “ author- 
ity,” why accept his teachings as to the endlessness 
of hell-torments, but reject the material “fire and — 
brimstone?” : 
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SPECIAL NOTICE. 

Tuerr are about a thousand of our subscribers in 
arrears, their indebtedness aggregating some two or 
three thousand dollars. To each one of these 
debtors, of course, the amount is small, but to us the 
amount is very large, and sadly hinders our work. 
We need this money—need it now—and we respect- 
fully ask:that it be remitted. 

It costs a great deal of money to publish a. large 
journal, and we hav no extensiv advertising patronage 

‘to help:us:out. We depend entirely upon the sub- 
scription list; and book sales to obtain cash to pay 
bills, and when so large a sum as two and three 
thousand dollars is kept from us, the financial shoe 
grows painfully tight. 

Every subscriber can see upon his tab just to what 
date his: ‘subscription i is paid. Those whose time has 
expired are Cedneeted to remit at once. 

a tg —— 

A Children’s Book by Mrs. E. D. Slenker. 

We hav in press, to be issued in a few days, a new 
book for children by Mrs. E. D. Slenker. Nothing, 
we think, need be said of the ability and popularity 
of the author. She is known to almost every Free- 
thinker i in the country, and no writer is better liked. 
For à year or two she has been writing more espe- 
cially for.children, and this new book will be gladly 
welcomed by the little ones. It is entitled, “Little 
Lessons for Little Folks". Hach chapter is a lesson 
about ‘something which the children see every day, 
and about which their curiosity is excited. A copy 
of this book presented to every child that can read 
will save parents an endless amount of questioning, 
and at. the same time impart more detailed and accu- 
rate information than the majority of pene ean giv 
their youngsters off-hand. 

The chapters are: Stars; Monkeys; Tiere about 
Fishes; Fresh Air; Matter ‘and Life; Life and Her 
Children ; Books; "Clover ; Water; Stones ; Animals 
&nd Vegetables; Little Leaves; The Nerves; On 
the Sense of Smell; Heredity and Natural Selection ; 
The Camel; The Frog; "The Cow; Dolls; Grass. 

The book i is handsomely printed i in large type, and 
bound in’boards, with illuminated covers. The price 
is 40 cents, postpaid by mail. 

OE —— 
. - One Honest Man. 

The irante of the debts of the late Archbishop 
Purcell, of Cincinnati, hav declared a dividend of one 
and a half per cent. “It might well temper the sat- 
isfaction with which the creditors receive this money,” 
says the Independent, “to remember that it comes 
from -one: honest man, ex-Governor Hoadley, who 
went as: security for a trustee who speculated with 
the funds in his hands and lost them, so that this 
dividend does ot come from the legitimate source.” 

Yes, and it may well temper the arrogance of the 
Christian- church to remember that this one honest 


man—about the only one connected with the affair | all working as directed, and never working but as 


‘who can be thus described—is an Infidel, a disbe- 
liever in the church, a rejecter of revelation, a-scoffer 
at supernaturalism. "He went on the bond of a sup- 
posed friend, and when the fellow turned out to be a 
faithful follower of the archbishop, Governor Hoad- 
ley paid his debt like a man—almost impoverishing 
himself and family to do it. The mighty Roman 
Catholic church is on the bond of the dead prelate, 


{but she has not repaid the millions Purcell stole 


from his witless dupes. 
All honor to Governor Hoadley ! Everlasting dis- 
grace to the Roman Catholic church. 


Paying the Penalty of Independence. 

The World has it upon authority that the Rev. 
Dr. Edward McGlynn, of St. Stephen’s church, is to 
be deposed from his priestly office because of his 
adoption of the land theories of Henry George, and 
for his activity in electioneering for that gentleman. 

The World expresses the opinion that this is “ too 
severe a punishment,” because “few men did more 
than Dr. McGlynn to secure the nomination of 
Governor Cleveland for president, by the timely and 
effectiv assurance which he gave at the final moment 
that the voters whose interests he had at heart would 
support that nomination.” 

This isa remarkable reason to advance. Is the 
election of Mr. Cleveland to the presidency of such 
value to the Roman Catholic church that she must 
pay for it? If so, Democracy is a dangerous foe to 
America. The public is always told by church 
authorities that the church never interferes in poli- 
tics. But here we hav it from a journal high in the 
counsels of the dominant party, that one priest 
pledged in advance the votes of his parish for a can- 
didate. What becomes of the pretense of the church 
with this fact known? Why did not the church 
drive Dr. McGlynn from his pulpit for his activity 
for Cleveland if she must do it because of his labors 
for George? The principle is the same, though the 
church may hav more reasons to fear a reform move 
ment than the election of the candidate of a party 
pledged to conservativ rule. 

But at any rate we hope Dr. McGlynn is to bs de- 
posed now. His deposal will goalong way to prove 
him an honest man. During the campaign there 
were two opinions concerning him. One was that he 
was Jesuitically foisting himself, upon the labor party 
with the design of controling it; the other opinion 
called him an honest man, and leds a believer in the 
church than a lover of humanity. Charity inclined 
to the latter opinion; a knowledge of the history of 
the church made it appear doubtful. 

At the'present time the Roman Catholic authori- 
ties are evidently disturbed by the organization of 
labor, and especially by the adherence of so many 
Catholics to Henry George's theories. In his re- 
cent pastoral letter, Archbishop Corrigan devoted 
about one-fourth of his document to overthrowing 
Mr. George’s land theory, denouncing it as contrary 
to God’s law and will. “To strive to base an argu- 
ment against ownership in land,” says the archbishop, 
“by reasoning on the universal distribution of air 
and light is only a freak of the imagination. Human 
industry cannot scatter a cloud from before the face 
of the sun, nor lift a fog that, may be freighted with 
damaging vapors ; we take the air and the light as 
God givs them, and we owe him thanks for his 
bounty. It was only the earth which fell under the 
primeval curse when man had sinned.” Thus was 
Mr. George disposed of in an instant by reference to 
dogmatic authority. Now, according to all canons of 
the church, this opinion of Mr. Corrigan should also 
be the opinion of Dr. McGlynn. Unfortunately for 
Dr. McGlynn, however, he is unable to view the matter 
in that light. He agrees rather with Henry George's 
interpretation of the scriptures, that “the land is a 
free gift of the creator to all his children,” because 


| the * Lord saith” that “the land shall not be sold 


forever, for the land is mine." Saying nothing of the 
absurdity and weakness of an argument founded 
upon so false a dictum as the Jewish Bible, it is 
very evident that Dr. McGlynn must be excommuni- 
cated. He has no right to interpret the scriptures, 
nor to adopt the interpretation of any authority but 
the Roman Catholic church. His position as a priest 
makes him a mental slave, and if he will be free he 
must leave the church. The church does not want 
individuals, but automatons—men moved by wires 
and strings-—puppets, playthings, tools, emissaries— 


directed. Unless a priest/is such a dummy, his ser- 


vices are of but little utility to the holy organization. . 


Dr. McGlynn will probably hav to go. 
—— 9 9——————— 


An Erring Apologist. 


In the current number of one of the best of our | 


monthlies is an essay by W. S. Lilly upon the pres- 
ent outlook for Christianity. Mr. Lillys paper is 
temperate and good-natured, and he states the case 
against Christianity fairly and well It is from his 
conclusions that the skeptic will differ, not because 


of their unreasonableness, but because of their mis- : 


leading nature. Asa defender of Christianity, Mr. 
Lilly transplants it to grounds upon which logically 
it cannot grow. With this transplanting we hav no 
quarrel, but the world should understand the true 
facts. 

“Without controversy, 
tianity appears to many of the wisest to be at the 
present day in deadlier peril than it has been at any 
time during the eighteen hundred years of its exist- 
ence. For the attack is not directed so much against 
any one doctrin, or class of doctrins, peculiar to it, as 
against the very fundamental position whereon it 
rests. That position is the existence of a First 
Cause, absolutely good, wise, and powerful, who has 


created the universe for a beneficent end, and who | 


may be known and served by his rational creatures, 
if they will to know and serve him. Christianity is 
primarily theism, and theism is very widely called in 
question, and denied. At the same time—so close is 
the link which binds together the human personality 
and the divine—all that has hitherto been considered 
distinctivly characteristic of man likewise suffers an 
eclipse—his freedom of volition, his moral responsi- 
bility, his spirituality and immortality. If we would 
form any sound judgment upon the present outlook 
for Christianity, we must consider first the prospects 
of theism. If anti-theistic theories, whether in the 
form of Materialism, Agnosticism, or Atheism, are to 


| prevail, of course there is an end of Christianity, as. 


of all other religions.” 
To maintain Christianity intact, then, Mr. Lilly en- 
deavors to prove the absolute truth of theism, and to 


his aid he summons the philosophers who hav ex- 
pressed a belief in a force which might hav more or. 


less influence in determining phenomena. He quotes 
Professor Huxley as recognizing “the necessity for 


cherishing the noblest and most human of man's 
emotions by worship, mostly of the silent sort, 


at the altar of the unknown and unknowable ;” 
Professor Tyndall as making profession of faith in 
Kant’s transcendental idealism ; Herbert Spencer as 
believing in an unknown and unknowable power, 
without limit in space, without beginning or end in 
lime; M. Littré, whom he calls the second founder 
of Positivism, as recognizing “immensity, physical 
and intellectual, as a positiv idea of the first order.” 
The first three philosophers, Mr. Lilly declares to be 
the three men who most powerfully influence the 
most intelligent portion of the English-speaking race. 
Mr. Lilly argues from these expressions that a belief 
in a deity is inherent in the race; that its universal- 


ity proves its truth; and that the power behind . 


phenomena recognized by the men quoted is the 
same as the Christian God, only refined by his evolu- 


‘tion from the deity of a barbarie people to the in- 


definit sense of an ultimate reality of speculativ 
philosophers. But as these speculativ abstractions 
are too cold for worship, Mr. Lilly gratuitously as 
sumes that.they will end in the acceptance of Chris- 
tian theism, whose God he defines as follows: 


** A Supreme Being, the Creator, Upholder, Governor, and 
Sovereign Lord of all; self-dependent, and the only Being 


who is such; Eternal, "and the only Eternal; all-sufficient, ` 


all-blessed, ‘and ever-blessed ; the Supreme Good; omnipo- 
tent, omniscient, omnipresent, ineffably one, absolutely per- 
fect; sovereign over his own actions, though always accord- 


ing to the eternal Rule of right and wrong, which is himself; ` 


yet in the works of creation, conservation, government, 
retribution, making himself, as it were, the minister and ser- 
vant of all; taking an interest, and having a sympathy, in the 
matters of time and space, and imposing on rational beings, 
in whose hearts he has written the moral law, the duty of 
worship and service.” 

Such a God, he thinks, will fill the long-felt want, 
and is moreover a deity built in accordance with 
Spencer’s dictum that “ perpetual self-adaptation to 
environment is the very law of life." 

Now, all this is very flattering to the English 
philosophers, and consoling to the Christians, but it 


has no more to do with “the present outlook for. 


" gays Mr. Lilly, “Chris-. 
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Christianity " than it has with the, present outlook graph when he quoted the Old Testament against the arch- 


whose idea of a non-sectarian institution is the 


for Mohammedanism. In the first place, théiens 46 bishop. Both of these eminent disputants built very flimsy 
not Christianity. In the second, a God that grows, 
that changes, that is subject, as it were, to the law of 
varieties of species, is just no God at all, and cer- 
tainly as far from being the God of the Christians as 
a protoplasmic speck is from being a man. Mr. Lilly 
confounds theism with a religion which, if reduced 
to simple theism, would lose by far its most impor- 
tant dogmas, and become impotent. The theists of 
the present day are ranked by church authorities 
with the Infidels, and those authorities -will not 
thank the apologist for reducing their religion to the 
strait he has. If Christianity survives among intel- 
ligent people only through the support given to the 


' least of its dogmas by philosophers who are hostil 


to the whole system, the present outlook is gloomy 
indeed. We heartily wish it were true. 
a E TER 
l Sunday Laws. 

The small number of arrests made last Sunday for 
violating the Sunday laws indicates, says the Times, 
that the law was very generally observed. Except 
in the Bowery, the stores closed their doors at ten 


o'clock, and the proprietors presumably went to 


church. Nearly all of the arrests made were of Jew- 
ish merchants, but they had to be discharged be- 
cause the law provides that when a person observes 
his own special holy day he cannot be forced to keep 
Sunday as well. 

The labor unions interested in forcing the Sunday 
closing hav announced their intention of appealing to 
the legislature for a law empowering policemen to 
arrest Sabbath-breakers without a warrant and with- 


out actually seeing the violation of the law. Such a. 


law would be unconstitutional, however, and it is not 
likely that the legislators will enact it. 

Not only in this city is the effort being made to re- 
vive the puritanical Sunday, but strong efforts are 
being made all over the country to close all business 
houses. In Boston, Indianapolis, and elsewhere, the 
church folks hav induced the authorities to make 
arrests for Sabbath-breaking, and if the agitation is 
kept up, the prospects for obtaining the repeal of the 
laws will be good. . No one wants to see the obsolete 
laws of decades’ ago enforced, and if the clergy per- 


sist, public indignation is likely to be sufficiently 


aroused to demand the repeal of all Sabbatarian legis- 
lation.. Nine-tenths of all the people in the country 
are habitual Sabbath-breakers, and if all are to be ar- 
rested, the jails will be pretty well filled. The con- 
tract, we think, is too large a one for the clergy, and 
they will be forced to: moderate their zeal. As a 
writer in the Sun says, it would be a case of the tail 
wagging the dog. In Boston the attempt to enforce 
the law is being made for the purpose of making it 
so odious that the legislature will repeal it, and the 
attempt, it is said, is likely to be successful. If so, 
some good will be accomplished, and the example 
will be useful in other cities. 
—————______<-¢-——_____ 
For the Constitutional Convention. 

In 1885 was organized in this city the “Central 
Committee for Protecting and Perpetuating the 
Separation of Church and State.” The organizing 
secretary is Charles M. Plumb, and his chief sup- 
porter is Henry A. Cram, one of .the managers of the 
House of Refuge on Randall's Island. The outward 
object of the society is to prevent any recognition by 
the state of any particular sect. The inside idea is 
to prevent the legislature from giving Roman Cath- 
olies any foothold in the House of Refuge, for which, 
under the name of the “ Freedom of Worship Bill,” 
they hav been besieging the legislature for half a 
score of years. 

Since the voters of this state hav decided to hav a 
Constitutional Convention, the society has held one 
meeting, at which Mr. Plumb egotistically intimated 
that the society for Protecting and Perpetuating the 
Separation of Church and State had procured the 
calling of this convention, and recommends that upon 
the attention of the convention be impressed the fol- 


‘lowing amendment to the constitution: “The leg- 
` islature shall make no law respecting an establish- 


ment of religion, or enforcing the dogmas of any 
creed, or the rites or ceremonies of any sect.” 
The adoption of such an amendment "would pro- 


- hibit the legislature from interfering in any case, and 


leave the managers of every institution free to work 
their own will upon the helpless inmates of their 
religious dens. This would suit Mr. Henry A. Cram, 


House of Refuge, the manual of instruction of which 
is saturated in every page with the narrowest Chris- 
tian sectarianism. The Society for Protecting and 
Perpetuating the Separation of Church and State 
proposes to continue this Christian sectarianism, and 
to make Protestantism a part of our organic law. .- 


tion are chosen and meet in session, we think there 
will be submitted an amendment which will meet the 
case more fully, and put our state in line with the 
United States Constitution. 
prohibit the establishment of religion, but to actually 
prohibit the giving of money to any institution in 
which religion of any kind is taught. 


which Dr. Woodrow, of the Columbia, S. C., Theo- 
logical Seminary, has been the center, has at last 
been settled. by the removal of Dr. Woodrow from 
his professorship of natural science in conjunction 
with Revelation. 
as the authoritativ voice of his church. 


row's offending consists in his teaching this science 
instead of accepting Genesis as the explanation of 


‘| and a board of directors hav condemned him for it, 
and his removal will unquestionably please the great 


When the delegates to the Constitutional Conven- 


We need to not only 


oo ; 
Presbyterian Trial for Heresy. 
The evangelical controversy over evolution, of 


Dr. Woodrow accepts this action 


This action also records where Presbyterianism 
stands as to the science of evolution. Dr. Wood- 


the origin and development of life, Four synods 


body of Presbyterians, who are as pig-headed as 
Roman Catholics in rejecting the latest words of 
science. 

` A few years ago a Presbyterian minister of Illinois 
enjoyed “ the luxury of a little honest thought, and 
the real rapture of expressing it,” and he was ex- 
pelled for heresy. Of this action of the presbytery, 
Colonel Ingersoll said: “Go on, presbyteries and 
synods, go on! Thrust the heretics out of the 
church—that is to say, throw away your brains—put 
out your eyes. The Infidels will thank you. They 
are willing to adopt your exiles. Every deserter 
from your camp is a recruit for the army of progress. 
Cling to the ignorant dogmas of the past; read the 


109th Psalm;.gloat over the slaughter of mothers 


and babes; thank God for total depravity ;. shower 
your honors upon hypocrits, and silence every min- 
ister who is touched with that heresy called genius. 
Be true to your history. Turn out the astronomers, 
the geologists, the naturalists, the chemists, and all 
the honest scientists. With a whip of scorpions, 
drive them all out. We want them all. Keep the 
ignorant, the superstitious, the bigoted, and the 
writers of charges and specifications. Keep them, 
and keep them all. Repeat your pious platitudes in 
the drowsy ears of the faithful, and read your Bible 
to heretics, as kings read some forgotten riot-act to 
stop and stay the waves of revolution. You are too 
weak to excite anger. We forgiv your efforts as the 
sun forgivs a cloud—as the air forgivs the breath you 
waste.” 

The Board of Directors of the Columbia Theolog- 
ical Seminary and the Board of Visitors of the 
Andover Theological Seminary ought to be com- 
pelled to read Mr. Ingersoll’s comments upon trials 


for heresy. . 
te 


Editorial Notes. 

Tuer United Labor Party of Philadelphia at its second con- 
vention adopted the declaration of principles without the 
phrase, “Fatherhood of God.” This omission was due to 
the energetic protest of W. J. Gorsuch, the well-known An- 
archist orator. It is encouraging that Mr. Gorsuch was 
strongly enough supported in the party to force the omission 
of these meaningless words. 


Mrs. Liuran WALKER is out of jail, her sentence having ex- 


- pired. Mr. Walker has yet nearly a month to stay in prison. 


Mrs. Walker was released on the 4th inst. Their case is 
before the supreme court, but Mr. Walker’s sentence will 
probably expire before the court considers it. After Judge 
Crozier’s decision that they are legally married, keeping 
these two persons in prison is not far from a legal outrage. 


` et 

In confating Mr. Henry George, Archbishop Corrigan 
laid down this solid foundation.upon which to argue: 

“ When any thought finds a welcome abode in the mind and be- 
comes 80 clear to him who harbors it as to shape itself into a prin- 
ciple, it is a duty to scan closely its character and bearing, and to 
trace its possible course from the quiet haven of the mind to the 
open main of public fact. However fair or shapely or attractiv it 
may seem to the unwary, it should not be accepted by the prudent 
unless it is formed of elements that are altogether sound and pure. 
A fiaw in a foundation represents a proportionate insecantys in the 
building raised upon it." 

"The archbishop ought to hav.borne his own statement in 
mind when using the ** primeval curse " against Mr. George's 
theories. And Mr. George evidently overlooked this para- 


argumentativ walls upon foundations full of flaws, 
are intellectual Buddensieks. 


the 6th inst. 
—the oysters cold, the soup hot, the fish well done, the en. 


trees just right, the game tender, the salads well mixed, the 
wine not too strong, an 
cigars made in Havana, not in First-avenue tenement houses, 
It was a dinner of laborers, so the advertisment said, but 
with the exception of a car-driver, used as a substitute, tlie 
speakers were professional men. 
ghost at the banquet—there never was a political banquet 
without one since Judas put his hand in the dish with Christ. 
Along with the wine and cigars came toasts,and the very 
first toast was, ‘‘ Labor and Religion: Next to Faith in One's 
God, is Faith in Labor.” Always that ghost of a fleshless 
God—a God who never helped a human being, who sees 
millions die of want and suffering, who crushes his human 
flies in earthquakes, kills them with famin and pestilence, 
and then burns them in a hell forever—as these drinkers to 
this toast believe. 
labor! 
these laborers this wicked doctrin ! 
laborer puts his faith in labor ahead of his faith in God, the 
right.to a banquet they pay for is about all the right the 
Henry George folks will get, and the skeptical sons of Faust, 
who we are informed were there, ought to hav said so instead 
of applauding the Rev. Mr. Kramer. 
membered Dr. McGlynn, summoned to Rome— perhaps to be 


„They 


“Tux Ironclad Age for December 11th has three and a half 


weary columns of disguised abuse of Taz Trurn SEEKER for 
saying that the Chicago Anarchists ought not to be hanged as 
a result of the ‘‘trial.” The good doctor who edits the Age 
quotes a signed note of Si Slokum's in this. paper, credits it: tọ 
the editor, and exclaims, ‘‘ This the country is to understand 
as the authoritativ declaration of organized Secularism !” 
In Toe TaurH Szexer of August 28th, September 5th, and 
subsequently, the editor furnished, to those who wanted to 
know, a full statement of the grounds upon which he based 
his opposition to hanging these men. 
undertake to furnish brains for some editors to understand 
what he wrote, nor honesty for them to do justice with. 


He cannot, however, 


THE managers of the New York House of Refuge, it is 


well known, hav opposed the Freedom of Worship bill when- 
ever it hascome before the New York legislature. Recently 
Judge Acker, connected with this institution, died, and his 
relativs asked permission to bury him from the cathedral in 
this city. Archbishop Corrigan refused, giving as his reason 
Mr. Acker's opposition to the Freedom of Worship bill. 
further caused it to be made known that no Catholic con- 
nected with the House of Refuge could be buried from the 
cathedral so long as he is archbishop. This isa good way to 
punish enemies, but not a very dreadful one—far easier for 
the enemies than the old-time practice of killing them by 
torture. 
it is significant. 


‘He 


But as showing the implacable spirit of the church 


Tut Concord Labor Club gave Henry George a dinner on 
The dinner, the public is informed, was good 


d with a piquant bouquet, and the 


There was of course a 


Next to one's faith in God is faith in 
And it was a reverend who responded, who taught - 
What folly! Until the 


They might hav re- 


disrobed—for the part he took in the election last fall. The 
church of Rome is the voice of that God among whose suf- 
fering poor these toast-drinkers are endeavoring ** one gleam 
of brotherhood to send.” 


Ar the Baptist ministers’ weekly conference Monday, 
says the Sun, the Rev. D. Frank R. Morse of the tabernacle 
in Brooklyn, read an essay on ** Christianity versus Material. 
ism,” and said in the discussion that followed that, as he . 
had heard, Col. Robert G. Ingersoll does not himself believe 
a word he says against Christianity. The Rev. Dr. Morse 
related as what hc had heard that several years ago Colonel 
Ingersoll got into financial difficulty, and, knowing that the 
income from his business would not tide him over his 
troubles, he hit upon the plan of lecturing against Chris- 
tianity as the course most likely to pay. Colonel Ingersoll, 
in evening dress, with a carnation in his buttonhole, and a 
lustrous diamond on the vast expanse of his snowy shirt 
front, was a smiling guest at the dinner of the Thirteen Club 
at Morelli’s restaurant Monday night. After reading the 
Rev. Dr. Morse's remarks Colonel Ingersoll very carefully 
laid his napkin across his left knee and remarked senten. 
tiously, * Paper." Then Colonel Ingersoll rapidly wrote as 
follows: ‘“‘ Evidently the Rev. Mr. Morse is not a gentleman. 
There is hot one word of truth in his statement. I hav 
never uttered & word on the subject of superstition that I 
did not.thoroughly believe to be true. It is easy to see how 
aman might pretend to be a Christian, but it is impossible 
to conceive of a man who really believes in Christianity de- 
nying it. This is impossible, especially in a country where 
the majority are known as Christians. The Rev. Mr. Morse 
ought to hav the manners of a well-bred man. He should 
answer my arguments, not attack my motivs. Would he 
preach Infidelity if he had brains enough to make it pay? 
Would he consider it fair for me to charge that he selected 
his profession because it is the only one in which stupidity 


can hope for success ?” 
——— — -499—— — — —— 


Astonishing Information. 
From a Sermon by Rer, C. M, Cobern, Detroit, M.ch. 

Anthony Comstock is a Christian man, a constant foe to 
impurity, and for many years has done nothing else except 
to use all legal means to protect the morals of our youth. 
He is a man of conviction and courage, and fears the face of 
no one while fighting the battle of purity. At the peril of 
his life he has obtained the conviction of hundreds of dealers 
in low an? !ebasing literature. He arrested the president of 
the Liberal League in the presence of two hundred and fifty 


of his friends. 
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Zetters from friends. 


Menrrtox, L. I., Dec. 6, 286. 
Mr. Binor I bav read the pamphlet “ Personal Exist- 
ence After Death Improbable,” by L. R. Smith. I find it in- 
teresting and instructiv. I think every Liberal would do 
well to send for one or more copies to hand to their Chris- 
tian friends, if they hav any. -You can send me one dozen. 
The author is very desirous to hav humanity to. understand 
- that this life is the only one that we need trouble ourselvs 

about. E. Hvarr. 


Rome Crry, IND., Nov. 25, 1886. 

Mz. Epitor : We hav had the pleasure of listening to two 
lectures by J. L. Andrew, of Fort Scott, Kan. 

Mr. Andrew is a logical orator, and calls-things by their 
right names. His arguments are convincing, and delivered 
in a way that is not calculated to giv offense to opponents. 
He shows up the absurdities of the doctrins of superstitious 
religion in fine style, and Liberal societies wanting lectures 
will do well to employ Mr. Andrew. IrHAMAR Eppy. 


DExtTERVILLE, Wis., Dec. 2, 286. 

Mz. Eniror: You will please find inclosed $1, for which 
giv me credit. I wish I could send you more, but I hav 
been unable to dispose of very many of the last lot of pam- 
phlets I got of you, but I will remit as often as possible, and 
will endeavor to get settled up with you soon. 

I hope to get a few engagements to lecture in Wisconsin as 
soon as I am through teaching for the winter, and would 
like to announce through your paper that I am desirous of 
corresponding wi.h activ Liberals. of Wisconsin with a view 
to lecturing. Gro. H. Dawes. 


Gatton, O., Dec. 4, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: Tne Teutu Szrxxn finds its way here reg- 
ularly every week, and, do you know, it is doing some good? 
{We trust so.—Ep.}] Your stand taken in regard to Parsons 
and the other condemned men is examplary. You hav the 
support of all truly freedom-loving people. We hav times 
now as in the past when men’s souls are tried. 

I wish to tell through your paper that we hav engaged the 
services of J. E. Remsburg, one of America’s Freethinkers, 
for one lecture, which will take place Dec. 14, 1886. All 
arrangements necessary are already made. We are all-ex- 
pectancy. Joun P. Friox. 

Myrrte Porn, OR., Nov. 18, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: I wrote to you last summer to stop my 
paper when my subscription expired, but I will take it all 
back. And as you hav been good enough to send me the 
paper I will pay for it, for I know that it costs money to run 
any kind of business. Not that I like the pictures any more. 
Find inclosed $5 for the next two years. I like Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER as well as ever, and I believe that I could not get 
along without it. 

We had three soul agents lere to talk to us the last three 
weeks. I believe they made but one convert, and they im- 
ported him from Josephine county. So, wishing you all 
success, I remain, Yours respectful, C. LrznMHERE. 


. BorprEg's Home, Wis., Nov. 22, a.s. 286. 

Mr. Eprron: The most astounding mystery to me is the 
devout adoration paid by our orthodox friends to certain 
Bible passages that hav no meaning whatever. For instance, 
Matt. xxi, 21: “If ye hav faith and doubt not, thou shalt 
say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast 
into the gea, and it shall be done.” Now, these same honest- 
minded men and women are far from being idiots or fools 
in all other matters secular, yet they cling with frienzied 
persistence to the most absurd babbling of a barbarous age, 
and imagin in their hearts that it is the very essence of in- 
Spired wisdom. Why is this? I confess it is absolutely be- 
yond my comprebension. It mightas well hav been recorded 
in that book of wonders, ‘‘ If you hav sufficient faith you can 
wipe out the sun. with a rag ;" and who among our Christian 
friends would dare to doubt it,and put their souls in 
jeopardy? “Suffer little children to come unto me,” etc. 
No wonder that these feeble-minded dupes are striving to 
imitate children, ignoring their manhood and their woman- 
hood, and crushing out reason and.common-sense in order to 
escape this marvelous seething hell so vividly set forth by 
Jesus, Calvin, Edwards, and others. But they must not 
ignore the fact that, according to good orthodox axthority, 
some of the children are in hell, and hence ther chances for 
heaven are slim in spite of all their childishness. 

Nxrsox Hor. 
AYER, Mass., Dec. 6, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: Please send me the book entitled ‘‘ Prose 
Poems and Selections,” by R. G. Ingersoll, and twelve ‘ Lay 
Sermons." 

Tur TRUTH SEEKER is a welcome weekly visitor, fraught 
with good things—tidings of great joy. Scriptures need not 
be two thousand years old to be appreciated and understood. 

L. K. Washburn and John Peck plow deep into old the- 
ology—the thing called Christianity. It has become per- 
meated through and through with dry-rot, and can't bear its 
own weight. It is past being again kiln-dried in hot revivals. 
The torch of truth is too much for its decayed condition. It 
is only a question of time when it will molder away beneath 
the sands of tradition. 

The religion, of this world, the religion of common sense, 
the religion that knows no sect, no creed, no shackles for the 
mind nor dungeon for the body, is the religion we need. 
Where is the greatest knowledge of the laws, where there is 
the least assumption of might over right, "where there is the 
least fear, where individual responsibility reigns supreme, 


t 


where is the most freedom—-there is the best society. These 


j hell? Their. blessing saves a soul; 


are, at least, the elements of peace and fraternity. -Let the 
torch of reason burn. Let every man carry it, and pass it 
from hand to hand that it may shed light in all dark corners 
of our beautiful earth—in all Christian lands. Let it light up 
the horizon of the rising intellect, and be to it a bow of 
promis that the human mind shall never again be deluged by 
any religious fraud, and a guarantee that its loathsome foot 
may never again tread upon this grand earth, destined to be 
a home of Beauly and joy to the human race. 
Erwan MYRIOR. 
Newark, N. J., Nov. 25, 1886. 
Mr. Epiror: Last winter I went to New Brunswick on busi- 
ness. Passing up Nelson street, I saw a very plain, Methodisti- 
cal-lookipg church, with a large cross in front of the building. 
I knocked at the door of a two-story tenement, and was sur- 
prised to see a Sister of Charity answer my summons. I 
begged pardon, and said I did not know that sisters dwelt 
here. ‘‘Oh,”. she answered, ‘‘ you want the father.” I replied, 
“ No, marm; nor the son nor daughter ;” and turned, bade 
her good-bye, and knocked at the next door, where I was 
again surprised to see Mr. Martien—rather Frenchy way of 
spelling Martin—answer my second call.. His reverence, 
with the three-cornered hat, inquried my business. I in- 
formed him. He answered, no; they were sweet enough. 
** Yes," said I, ** you look sweet enough—and fat, too.” He 
smiled at my reply, and he followed me out to the gate. A 
carpenter was repairing the gate and fence. One of the 
posts was very rotten. I turned, and said to this man of 
God that the post reminded me of a great many people in the 
world—full of rotteness and corruption. He smiled, and 
said, ‘‘ We can cure them of their diseases.” I replied, ‘‘ You 
can cure nothing.” He remained silent for a few moments, 
and then said, ‘‘ May I inquire why I can't cure?” ‘Yes, 
sir. Your friend is dead—the devil. Intelligence knocked 
the life clean out of him, and kicked the bottom clean out of 
his hell; and you hav not got enough saints in your calen- 
dar to bring Old Nick to life again.” He immediately turned 
and went in his house, without making any more inquiries. 
The carpenter thought his reverence had gone to digest the 
medicin I gave him. I answered that that was a very small 
dose. I would hav increased it if he had asked more ques- 
tions. This gentleman’s capital was a Bible and cross, ro- 
sary, prayer-book, and a few other pagan relics, that enabled 
him to set up himself and bring him in a large yearly income 
—to liv, laugh, and grow fat on ignorant, superstitious vic- 
tims; and I suppose those sharpers think we Freethinkers 
ought to be burnt for daring to question their power of 
doing any good. I know, for a certainty, they impover'sh 
the people and corrupt their morals. The massis supposed 
to cleanse the soul of all sin; so the priest gets the money. 
The priest gets the best of the bargain. In fact, they are 
what I call the biggest skins on earth, and their god is the 
almighty dollar. They are simon-pure hlasphemers. They 
claim to forgiv sins. Whatis bound on earth is bound in 
heaven. That is representing their God as a weather-cock, 
and they can persuade him to send a soul to heaven or to 
their excommunication 
damns it. I believe it is quite time to stop such sharpers 
from robbing and impoverishing the people. . 
W. W. Monnrs. 


WaverLY, Wasu. TER., Nov. 28, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: Is it not time that the women of our nation 
should lift their voices in the great cry of reform? Wives 
and mothers hav a right to mingle with those who are striv- 
ing to benefit their fellow-beings; and why should we be 
careless and seemingly thoughtless of what regards ourselvs 
asa sex? Woman should surely take an interest in her own 
liberty and the liberty of her children. In raising her family, 


the mother’s mind should be free from superstition and big- 


otry; for it is by the mother, in early youth, that the mind of 
the child is formed; and even in manhood the ideas’ given 
in youth are weighed and considered before they are cast 
aside. How sad a young man or woman must feel to think 
that the mother they loved taught them a religion that was 
false and contrary to nature and science. Let every woman 
read and study the scriptures without fear or prejudice; take 
them as you would the writings of any other book. Always 
be ready to say that what would be cruel in man would be 
worse than cruel in God, and be ready to denounce it, no 
matter where you find it. 

The first place where woman is mentioned in the Bible is 
Gen. ii, 22. After the Lord had caused all the beasts of the 
earth to pass before Adam, there was no helpmeet found for 
him. If there had been in that grand procession an orang- 
outang, or baboon, or bald.faced monkey that would hav 
pleased his farcy, our charming selvs could hav been 
dispensed with. So you see it was merely by chance that we 
were created at all, and we are only a secondary part at any 
rate. But read Gen. iii, 16, and see the first sentence that 
was passed on a woman; passed on her by the very one that 
allowed her to do what she did; for if God is omniscient and 
omnipresent, he surely was standing right there, looking on 
when crimé was committed, and therefore must be accessory 
to the same. Would it not hav been a blessing to us if he 
had made the serpent mute, or put a gu: rd around the tree? 
Where were all his angels and his sons at that time? Could 
he not spare one to. personally superintend the garden, at 
least until Eve became accustomed to things? No; it was 
better to give a curse on that day—one that could not be 
disputed, for it lasts until this day. Ncw, I ask you in hon- 
esty if you can believe such a nonsensical lie as is written in 
that sixteenth verse? What had the beasts done? Did they 
eat forbidden fruit? It is the same with them as with wo- 


- mankind. 


According to the Bible narrativ, women had a good char- 
acter until they allowed the sons y of God to make love to 


soul alive. 


them, and became their wives. It was then that trouble be- 
gan in earnest; they were good wives and mothers for-over 


one thousand five hundred years, but the sons of God made: 


them otherwise. What a pity he did not keep his sons at 
home, or create them wives of their own ilk. "They brought 
with them discord and hatred. If tlie Bible is true, God's 
grandsons were a very bad lot of unruly fellows. Only for 
them the great flood would not hav been necessary. - f 

I think, if we look at it aright and pass an honest opinion, 
we will hav to say that God was the father of a very, very 
bad family. They must hav had a bad example at home. 

The next point we examin is Gen. xii, 11, 12,18. Sarai, 
Abram's wife, bemeans herself so that she may keep Abram's 
He was afraid that the Egyptians would kill 
him, and that his soul would die. He did not seem to know 
as much about the soul as the priests and preachers of our 
day; he did not know that the soul lived forever and ever! 
What a pity he did not live in a time and place where he 


could hear Sam Jones! Sam would let him know that a soul - 


like his would not die so easy. Then Sarai might hav been 
saved that great shame that is recorded against her. . But 
how do we know that he was so afraid as he pretended? It 
may be that he had an eye after the sheep aud the oxen, he 
asses and men servants, and maid servants, and camels that 
her shame would secure him (Gen. xii, 16). 

Abram's orders to his. wife Sarai concerning Hagar were: 
“ Behold thy maid is in thy hand; do to heras it pleaseth 
thee? (Gen. xvi, 6). 

I don’t wonder that her lot was ‘hard, for Sarai, I believe, 
had.a right to be jealous, for I do not believe the story that 
she gave Hagar to Abram. It would hav been more like the 
old man to take her. It is not the nature of women to giv to 
their husbands other women. I think we would really need 
some of the genuin grace of God to do so. But poor Hagar 
could not stand her abuse any longer. There is none to pity 
her; even the old wretch himself has no sympathy in his 
nature for her. She flees to the wilderness for safety, and is 
found at the spring by the angel of the Lord (Gen. xvi, 7-9). 

I often wonder if it was not old Abraham that presented 
himself fixed up in some disguise in order to tell her what he 
most desired she would do, which was to go back to her 
mistress again. It would hav sounded much better if he had 
said ‘‘ master,” for I do not think that Sarai wanted her, and 
an angel of the Lord should hav. known as much. 

Sisters of common nature, read and ponder. Listen to 
Gen. xix, 8, uttered by a chosen one of God. Remember 
these are only maidens, fair guardians of youth and modesty. 
But what a sentence, spoken by a father, to be listened to by 
& mother! If a father of two maidens of our land should 
make such an offer to a drunken mob, would you say he was 
a chosen one of God? Would you say he was a special 
favorit of the ruler of all nature! "Would you say he was.a 
special favorit of his? I would denounce him, I care not 
what he claimed. Just imagin how the hearts of those two 
maidens must hav fluttered when that father’s word sounded 
in their ears. Their only protector, the father they. loved, 
casting them to the wild beasts, as it were—for better to be 
thrown to a den of lions than to a brutal mob. But we must 
hope, if such a thing had transpired, that there would hav 
been some in the crowd who would hav offered protection. 

From what she had seen and heard the night before (Gen. 
xix, 26) Mrs. Lot could not hav been feeling very well that 
morning of the flight from the burning city. Perhaps she 
thought the burning was only a joke, and I think so yet. 

But nevertheless there are sensible women who bélieve the 
tale without giving it a thought. What great sin could there 
be in looking back at what the Lord was doing? Was it 
more sin £o look on than to doin that case? Perhaps it was 
onelook of heartfelt pity that she gave. But it makes no 
difference—she was turned to a pillar of salt. Lot did not 
seem to grieve much about the sad affair that happened to 
his wife. He went along on his journey without even pass- 
ing a remark. Surely an event that has caused sermons to 
be preached and books to be written was worthy of his 
notice. I heard a preacher in Canada say that Lot's wife 
stood a firm pillar of salt until this day, and if by any cause a 
part became detached it immediately grew to its proper shape 
and form again. What a fine mine of wealth that would 
prove to be out here on this Washington territory prairie 
where salt is worth three cents per pound! I hav often yon- 
dered if D. M. Bennett failed to see the grand sight when he 
was in the Promised Land. I hav never heard it said that he 
saw anything like that there. 

Wives and mothers, read Gen. xix, 31-38, and say that is 
a fit and proper example to set. before your daughters. Is it 
fit to tell them that God honored the perpetrators of that 
crime? Can you say that the God of your religion sanctioned 
such a crime ?—honored such daughters?—never gave one 
word of reproach to such a father? If you believe the brutal 
tale, it is there for you to read and teach to your daughters. 
I will not quote it. l 

It was now high time that Abram was moving, so he 
changes his abode and takes Sarai along (Gen. xx, 2). ** And 
Abram said of Sarai his wife, She is my sister, and Abimelech 
king of Gerar sent and took her." The same old tale, ‘‘ She 
is my sister,” gets for Abram some more sheep, some more 
oxen, and some more men-servants and some more women- 
servants. Sarai was very profitable to Abraham, was she not? 

Wives and mothers, if you would only take a reasonable 
view of these. transactions, you would never dare to teach 
your children that they were divinely ordered. How much 
better it would be for you fo tell them that they are myths 
and fables of a barbarous age of the long past! 

I hav qnoted only a few of the passages that allude to usas 
women. Some are too filthy to even refer to or to allow our 
children to look at. 
a book whose chief characteristics are its vulgarity and ob- 
scenity, its thraldom and slavery of oursex? And still we 
do not try as we should to make gurselvs free, We should 


Why should we bind ourselvs down to: 
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throw all superstition away, and strive to make our children 
free. Macai Horr GRAHAM. 


Woopsrook, Vr., Nov. 22, 1886. 

Mn. Enrrog: We cannot look ahead and see at all times 

_ what we will do. At the last of my writing to you, I 
said I am soon to pay to different ones that are working hard 
for onr cause. But when Tnz TRUTH SEEKER came to hand, 
I noticed that there were to be printed extra numbers of 

e that issue. This took my attention, for I knew of many 
of my friends who ought to know the sentiments of our friend 
Ingersoll. Therefore be so kind as to send along 50 cents’ 
worth, and to fill out the program, and make my word good, 
I send .C. B. Reynolds $8.00 for his benefit, $7.00 for the 
Campaign Fund, and $1.50-for pictures. This much for the 
cause for which I hav worked sixty-four years, beginning at 
the age of 17. Yours, Joan D. Powers. 

. [The number of, Tne Trura Sesxer containing Colonel 
Ingersol's “Lay Sermon” is out of print, all our extra 
copies having been sold. Brother Powers’s 50 cents will se- 
cure him one dozen copies of the sermon in a handsome 
pamphlet.—E»p. T. 8.] 

: Sr. JosgPH, Mo., Nov. 24, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: Brother Wetzel is right about the Walker in- 
fringement case upon patent-right marriage. We do not 
want the law to decree and construe cohabitation as legal 
marriage—no such obtrusiv, invasiv tyranny. Legal mar- 
riage be hanged! Let every tub stand on its own bottom. 
Let those who want legal marriage get it legally—go where 
they hav it to sell, buy it, and pay for it like a man; and 
those that prefer the simon-pure and unadulterated article of 
natural marriage, brew it at home and “say nothing to no- 
body.” 

No, all roads do not, and should not, lead to legal mar- 
riage, and asto the old and much-traveled route, do not let 
us shorten it an inch, or make it cheap and easy, as Walker 
is trying to do. It's good enough as it is, considering where 
it leads to. The toll ought to be five hundred dollars instead 
of five, and the red tape without beginning or end. The 
road ¿n should be lined with briars and ballasted with brim- 
stone and blasted hopes. The road out is the one that needs 
working. Make it wide and smooth and straight and free of 
toll, with free lunch and a band of music at every mile-post. 

Wm. 8. ALLEN. 


Arr, Onr. Nov. 80, 1886. _ 

Mr. Eprron: Ioclosed you will please find the sum of $5, 
American currency. 

This amount is to be applied as follows: Three dollars for 
renewed subscription to your paper, due on the 20th inst.; 
one dollar for assistance to the cartoons, and one dollar to go 
to the benefit of Mr. Reynolds, who has lately been prose- 
cuted and persecuted for blasphemy (?), and with whom I 
deeply sympathize. I should hav remitted subscription to 
Tux Troura Seexer earlier, but was endeavoring to get you 
a few subscribers, in which atiempt I failed owing partly to 
prevalence of orthodoxy, but chiefly, no doubt, to the Scot- 
tish fondness for this world’s gear. 

I find the paper always interesting, and doubt much if you 
hav a more faithful reader than myself. Your exposure of 
the uniformed hypocrits who enjoy special privileges from 
government and society is a good work and in time is bound 
to open the eyes of many to the true character of these para- 
sites. Their insolent interference with public questions in 
this country reminds me of their cruel and selfish attempt to 
debar the working classes of Scotland from healthy recrea- 
tion. iam yours truly, : Perser Horer. 

. : . Emporia, Kan., Dec. 6, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: Tue TnaurH SEEKER arrives regularly and 
fills the bill in every particular as a live Freethought paper. 
The pictures are O.K., and show up ‘‘orthodox trash” 
splendidly. Ihav just been reading Dr. Whitford's books 
(printed by you). They are grand, and every Freethinker 
should get them and read them, as they are chockfull of 
original ideas. I wish that Mr. Heston would execute a 
picture of the orthodox heaven and hell, with old Jew 
Jehovah on his pinnacle in one apartment surrounded by his 
Winslows, Purcells, etc., and the.old prong-footed devil in 
another shoveling brimstone into Peter Cooper, James Lick, 
Stephen Girard, and others. It would do for framing. I 
believe Mr. Heston could do the subject justice. I take 
Tue Troru SEEKER and Boston Investigator. I read all the 
good things contained in them cach week and then place 
them in a large box called my ‘‘ missionary box,” and when 

“twenty-five copies accumulate I take them and distribute 
them among workingmen and women, and thus encourage 
and build up opposition and Infidelity to the Christian super- 
stition. I would rejoice to see every church in America 
eradicated by truth's powerful weapons, and on their ruins 
erected shining halls of science wherein all could stand upon 
a common platform and learn something each week that 
would benefit the present as well as future generations. 

. Yours for progress, truth, and liberty, M. WELON. 
Farmparez, O., Dec. 6, 1886. 

Mr. Epvron: Mr. J. E. Remsburg has just finished a course 
of lectures—five in number—to the ungodly people of this 
vicinity. He had a good audience at each lecture, and they 
were well pleased, especially with the last one, ‘‘ Bible 
Morals.” The lectures were admittance free, and we hope 
to hav the pleasure of hearing Mr. Remsburg in the future. 
Our band is somewhat small, but all in earnest. Quite a 
number improved the opportunity and stepped forward and 
procured a sample copy of your paper, distributed by our 
able speaker. We regret very much that Mr. Thompson 
was not able to be out, as he was very badly hurt by falling 


off his barn a few days ago, but we are pleased to state that 


-he is doing as well as could be expected, and Mr. Remsburg 


called on him at his home. : f 
Professor O. E. Henry’s full orchestra furnished us with a 


‘choice selection of music, and we had also some very fine 


vocal music by Mr. Shipman and son, assisted by Mr. Merl 
Clisby at the organ. Mention is also due Messrs. Root 


Bros. for the free use of their large and commodious hall, for 


which the Liberals are all thankful to them. Mr. Thomas 
Douglas, of Warren, was out and stayed through the lectures. 
He made a few short addresses, and was well cheered. May 
he liv several years yet to enjoy himself as he did here, is the 
best wish of his Liberal friends. In closing I would say, 
May it be our good luck to hav.a few more such orators as 
Mr. Remsburg visit us. I. N. PAYNE. 


. Jasper, TENN., Dec. 6, 1886. 

Mz. Epiror: Some years ago I was teaching school 
eighteen miles from home, and boarding with a gentleman 
of the name of Davidson Cunningham. I slept with his son, 
Riley, who went to school to me. Riley being the farthest 
advanced in education, I associated with him at recess and 
noon for the sake of his company. One Thursday, just as I 
had dismissed school at twelve for dinner, there came over 


.me a sensation that something was wrong at home, and I 


asked Riley Cunningham to teach school for me until Mon- 
day following, telling him as a reason that there was some- 
thing the matter.at home. Riley laughed and said, “O 
pshaw!"—just. what I would hav said, perhaps, to him 
undér like circumstances. I taught the school myself as 
though nothing had happened, but I could not shake off the 
feeling that all was not well at home. That night, about 
twelve o'clock, some one hallooed. Being awake, I answered 
him, at the same time waking Riley, who was sleeping with 


.| me. The person at the gate told me that one of my boys had 


died at.twelve o'clock on Thursday, and he had come after 
me to go home. I said to Riley, ‘What did I tell you, 
Riley?” Will some of your readers please explain how it 
was that-I had the warning of evil at the time, if our spirits 
do not leave the body and liv independent of it? One more 
experience of mine, and I am done for the present. I was 
riding along a mountain road in company with a gentleman. 
I had never traveled the road before in my life. All at once 
I came to a place that I knew perfectly well, and described 
the country for some distance, describing a farm and house 
‘beyond a corner of the road half a mile ahead. I remarked 
to the gentleman with me that I had a very queer feeling 
somehow, and told him I could not account for it, that I 
never had been in that country before, and I would like for 
him to explain the thing. He was well acquainted with the 
whole country, and when I told him of the house and farm 
on the road half a mile beyond, he said I had described it 
correctly. I could not see the farm or the house at the 
time, as it was beyond the turn of the road. I was not look- 
ing at it, never had seen it iu my life. Will. some scientific 
reader of Tux Truru SEEKER explain the singular phenom- 
ena? Iam not superstitious, and do not believe in witches, 
hobgoblins, or ghosts. I am only stating solid truths, that 
hav puzzled me no little, as I am somewhat inclined to be an 
Infidel; at least, I do not believe all the Bible of the Chris- 
tians. Hav any of the readers of Tug TRUTH SEEKER ever 
had any such experience? I hav read Abercrombie's ** Men- 
tal Philosophy," and other scientific works, and can't get 
any sensible explanation of the cireumstance. 

I rarely tell the above to any one, knowing their unreason- 
ableness, and I like for people to believe me when I tell a 
thing.. But it honestly is true, every word of it. 

Respectfully, Amos J. GRIFFITH. 


; Miürronp, Mass., Dec. 3, 1886.. 

Mr. Epiror: I hav just read Colonel Ingersoll’s “Lay 
Sermon," and the first thing that he wants me to remember 
is that ** everybody is as he must be." The priest puts forth 
his foreordination doctrin for an imaginary world, and 
readers of Tug TRUTH: SEEKER remember, but do not believe 
it. The foreordination stated above is as positiv as that of 
the priest, and applies to this world. I can remember, but 


- do not believe in, such foreordination—no ‘‘ must be." 


Again: '* When you know that they are not responsible 
for their acts any more than for their dreams." I believe 
that responsibility teaches as nothing else can. Colonel 
Ingersoll in one of his lectures spoke in praise of purgatory, 
as it gave a chance for a new hearing. This foreordination 
precludes the idea of a new hearing, as ‘‘ must be " is a finality. 

Again: ‘‘ There is only one good, and that is human hap- 
piness; and heonly is a wise man who makes himself bappy." 
Who is not anxious to be happy? People everywhere are in 
motion like a swarm of bees in search of something that will 
contribute to their happiness, even by inflicting injuries upon 
others. i 

A million may be gained by negro gangs, 

Who groan beneath church-going Christians’ fangs; 
Yet bring with it remorse. The juggling priests 

Say negroes unbaptized are only beasts, 

And pious rum-and-sugar-dealing knaves 

Prove from their Bible niggers shouid be slaves. 

But what’s this scramble for? What object’s gained ? 
Is real happiness thereby attained ? 

We hav more control over our happiness than is usually 
thought. The more people learn to depend on themselvs, 
the nearer they come to being happy. A Pennsylvania wo- 
man who went to Kansas a few years ago writes back that 
she has done as well as could be expected under the circum- 
stances. She has had three husbands, two pairs of twins, 
and theague. We do not know the circumstances in her 
case, nor what her expectations were, but she was evidently 
nearer the enjoyment of happiness than many a’ woman who 
has not been afflicted with three husbands to enable her to 
enjoy two pairs of twins and the ague. Any happiness, to 
be enduring, must come from a knowledge of the force 
within us, and a determination to make them inure for our 
good. Mind acts upon mind, and is potent for good or evil. 


Can a person's mind act upon itself? It must, in order to 
attain to à condition of happiness. You are impulsiv; often 
get angry--no one is happy in that frame of mind. You 
know the failing as well as those who see and dread its man- 
ifestation. Knowirg a danger lessens it half; forewarned is 
forearmed. The good man is not the man that is born good, 
but the man who overcomes evil tendencies and becomes 
good. See to it that we counteract tendencies within us to 
do many things that bring in their train unhappiness. Do 
not repeat them. You burn your right hand—it is never 
intentionally repeated, not even as an experiment to see f 
the left one will burn. We must change the currents of oui 
minds as the current of a river is changed to utilize it. The 
change will enlarge the mind, which is a prerequisit to hap- 
piness. 3 i 

Again, he says: “Let us teach our children: it is ycur 
business to see -that you never become a burden on others 
Teach your son that it is his duty not only, but his highes 
joy, to become a home-builder, a home-owner.” These tw 
ideas tend to happiness; they ought to be taught to th 
daughter as well as the son. She isa home-builder, and tc 
be a home-owner is her salvation. Liberals above all others 
should liv out those ideas and not be dependent. 

Inclosed find $3 for Taz Truru Szxxer for 1887. This act 
always -produces happiness to all concerned, and I hav nc 
doubt you will acknowledge me to be a wise man. 


Beware of debt! Once in, youll be 

A slave forever more. : 
If credit tempt you, thunder, “No!” 
. And show it to the door. 
Cold water and a crust of bread 

May be the best you'll get; 
Accept them like a man and swear, 
* PIL never run in debt !” 

- CHARLES ©. Jonwsox. 


ADAIR Cnzxxx, TENN., Dec. 1, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron : In a late number of your valuable paper you 
publish a long and interesting letter from A. Moot, upon the 
much-disputed question: Will wheat turn into chess? Asa 
farmer, I used to hear this question discussed years ago, and 
hav for a long time believed that those who answered it in 
the affirmativ were mistaken, and I had accepted as correct 
the old explanation that when the wheat seed was killed, the 
chess seed, being in the soil, took its place. But of late years 
I hav made a special study of the laws of heredity, and I am 
now inclined to believe that wheat turns to chess through 
the process which is called reversion. ; 

This letter is meant as a brief statement of what is meant 
by reversion, and it may explain the turning of wheat into 
chess. 

According to the theory of evolution, every plant or ani- 
mal now existing is the outcome or result of the development 
of some simpler forms. At one time, far back into the past, 
there was in existence upon the earth none of the numerous 
plants which now cover it. Some other kinds of plants, bet- 
ter adapted to the then condition of the atmosphere, alone 
had possession of the surface of the earth. We cannot tell 
how from these simple forms all the complex and various 
kinds now existing hav been developed, but we hav enough 
traces of the process left to teach us that it was done by the 

radual development of some innate force or principle, which 
T call potentiality, which impelled the gradual unfolding of 
these simple forms into more complex ones,these several com- 
binations specializing themselvs into different lines, each 
following its own line of development. This gradual evolu- 
tion is only possible by the transmission through heredity of 
the knowledge acquired by each plant, and thus made avail- 
able to its successors. Heredity is a form of memory—spe- 
cific memory, M. Ribot calls it. It is a form of unconscious or 
latent memory, which supplies to the germ the necessary 
knowledge to enable it to control-its own development, and 
this memory goes back to the very beginning of the develop- 
ment of the organism, the stages of growth of the human 
germ being found to correspond to, and form an epitome of, 
the development of all the lower forms which preceded it. 

Reversion is a lapse of the latter part of this memory. For 
some cause, the germ remembers well enough the first part 
of its necessary knowledge, but, forgetting the last portion. 
the final development ceases, and the plant, animal, or man 
reverts to some ancient and undeveloped type. Such exam- 
ples are very common. Idiots are cases of reversion, where 
the man fails to develop and reverts to some prehistoric type. 
The seed of grafted fruit always reverts to its original type, 
and produces only wild or natural fruit. When improved 
seeds degenerate, as it is called, it is simply a case of rever- 
sion. The kuowledge of the law of reversion enables us, to 
explain many phenomena which were inexplicable before. 

Applying this knowledge to wheat and chess, nothing 
seems to me more probable than that chess is one of the 
lower forms of development through which wheat passed be- 
fore it attained the present stage. Very likely chess was 
for a long time adapted to the existing conditious, and thus 
has become fixed and persistent and easily reverted to; and 
whenever the seed of wheat is unfavorably affected by cer- 
tain conditions, it fails to remember all its experience, and 
reverts back to the chess condition. This seems so much 
more possible, that the same thing happens with the im- 
proved tomato. Its seed, if carefully gathered and pro- 
tected in winter, will reproduce itself; but, if left to spend 
the winter subject to the inclemency of the weather, it will 
produce the cherry tomato—that is, revert to a semi-wild 
condition. ; f 

I do not giv it as a proven fact-that wheat reverts back 
into chess, for the chain of proof needed to establish the fact 
has never been followed; yet I believe, if a person was suff- 
ciently interested, it could be done. But the presumption 
that it is the true explanation seems to me very great. The 
explanation that the seed of the chess is in the ground, and 
supplants the wheat, is at’ best a very lame one; and I only 
accepted it because, with the old belief in spontaneous crea- 
tion, no other explanation was possible; but it is somewhat 
strange, if it is the case, that in this country it is never new 
seeded wheat which turns to chess, but voluntary wheat— 
that is, wheat which seeds itself from: the droppings of 
another crop. n : 

I shall be pleased if Mr. Moot and others interested in the 
subject will take what I hav written into consideration and 
experiment, so as to throw sore more light upon a very in- 
teresting question. ALBERT CHAVANNES. 


812 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. DECEMBER, 18, 1886. 
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Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fal 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


us living bere, each one representing a gen- 
eration—the oldest seventy-six, the youngest, 
seven. When we get together—my father, 
his children, grandchildren, and great-grand- 
children—there are twenty-two of us; a 
happy, jolly, rollicking lot, not a pious one 


2.— DIAMOND. 


our muslins and summer hats. Generally, 


** Between the dark and the daylight, 


When the night is beginning to lower, 


Comes a pause in the day's occupations 


‘That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


in the crowd. 

We let my oldest granddaughter go to the 
Unitarian Sunday-school whei she wants to. 
One Sunday I said, ‘‘ Well, Gertrude, what 
did they ask you to-day?” She thought a 
moment, and answered, ‘‘Oh, nothing much, 


‘Bedlam in the Kitchen. 


“Molly, put the kettle on, 
Jimmy, bring some wood, 

Sally, you look out for Lou, 
Sammy, you be good; 

Molly, now you sweep the floor, 
Sammy, stop that din, 

Sally, don’t you shut the door, 
Jimmy's coming in.” 

“Mammy, gimme piece o! cake,” 
Lon, the youngest, cries; 

“Mother, Sam hag got the rake,” 
Sally yells, and ties 

Tommy in his little chair; 
Sammy ‘‘cutting stick,”~ 

Molly clutching at his hair, 
Sammy all too quick. 


Jimmy, with the wood comes in, 
Sammy trips him up, 

Tommy givs a rueful grin, 
Molly kicks the pup; 

Puppy yells and scampers off, 
Sally clutches Sam, 

Tommy Dow begins to cough, 
Mother brings the jam. 


“ Mother, Sally’s hittin’ me,” 
Sammy loudly bawls; 

“ Mother, there’s a bumble-bee,” 

` Molly shrilly squalls ; 

* Gyp. you stop that yelpin’, quick,” 
Mother sternly cries, 

Sammy bellows. ** There comes Dick, 
Sally, mind your eyes !” 


Dick comes in with ball and bat, 
Sally quickly flits, 

Sammy stumbles o’er the cat, 
Pussy yowls and spits; 

“Jimmy, you pick up that wood,” 
Mother loud exclaims; 

Dick cries, “ Jimmy ain't no good,” 
Jimmy calls him names. 


« Jimmy, now you fill the stove,” 
Mother cries severe ; 

Jim to Dick: ** Oh, what a cove !” 
Dick then cuffs his ear; 

Sammy slyly “ hooks ” some jam, 
‘Sally mother tells, 

Sammy cries “ Ain't you a lamb ?" 
Tommy loudly yells. 


, Dick sings out, “ Oh, stop the noise !" 
‘Sally cries, “ Oh, hush !” 
Molly says. ‘You awful boys !? 
Sammy, “ Hear her gush !” 
Polly in her cage now shrieks, 
** Molly, ain't you proud ?? 
“ Mother, how the kettle leaks !" 
Jimmy cries aloud. 
Mother cries, ** Oh, such a din !? 
. Dolly screams, ** Oh, hark !” 
Jimmy cries, “ Oh, stop your chin !” 
Gyp begins to bark ; 
Pussy, too, sets up a yowl, 
Molly sings, “ Oh, come, love, come !” 
Sammy drops the sugar bowl, 
Dick warbles, ‘‘ Home, Sweet Home !” 
f Mamre LUKE. 
— $9 — — — — 


A Pleasant: Letter. 


As I sit here, too sick to work, too misera- 
ble to read, yet not ill enough to go.to bed, 
the thought:comes, Why not write a letter to 
the Children’s Corner? 

One would naturally suppose it required 
energy to write for the papers, but in my case 
this afternoon the lack of energy to try to do 
anything that might be called work suggested 
the idea of writing. 

I hav been wondering, Where are all the 
folks who wanted a Children's Corner in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER? and also wondering if they 
were, like me, too ill and too idle to write. 

Surely there are enough who could write 
interesting articles if they only would. 

I feel a little sad. To-day my twenty-three- 
years-old baby left me for a home of her own. 
She was married last Thursday to a bright 
young German farmer, who came this morn- 
ing with a great two-horse hay-rack loaded 


with household furniture, and, seating her on | 


top of the heap, drove away, they laughing 
and waving their hands back at my old face 
at the window. .They would not take me 
with them, but will come for me as soon as 
they are settled and the house well aired and 
warmed. How strangely things come about! 
She was born in my father’s house in another 
part of this state, and now is married in his 
house here. The dear grandmother’s hands, 
which were the first to receive the baby form, 
were folded over the silent breast less than 
two years since, and the soulless form laid in 
the village cemetery. ; ; 

My eldest granddaughter was born in this 


only who made me.” ''And what did you 
answer?" Iasked. ‘Why, I said my mamma 
made me, but Miss Betty said, ‘Oh, no, God 
made you.’” ‘And then,” said I “ what did 
you tell her?” Quickly came the answer: 
** Oh, nothing at all. She doesn't know any 
better, and I didn't want any fuss about it.” 

She thinks the cartoons in Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER very interesting. She will come run- 
ning with the paper and ask, ** Oh, grandma, 


off the wrap, will spread the p&per on the 
loungé, and down on her knees, and study 
the pictures for half an hour, asking questions 
about them until she understands them as 
well as a little seven-year-old girl can. Then 
she is prepared to instruct her younger cous- 
ins. My father thinks the paper a terribly 
wicked affair, and chides me for allowing her 
to see so much of it. 

Excuse this long, prosy letter. Next time 
I will try to do better. E. L. Hutt. 

Hobart, Ind., Nov. 20, 1886. 

ti 
The Ventriloquist’s Dog. 

We are often told that an intelligent dog 
can almost talk. Here is a story of one who 
actually did talk, or at any rate seemed to 
do so: 

A solemn man recently entered a restaurant, 
followed by his dog, seated himself, and 
called for a bill of fare. It was given him. 

« What would you like to hav sir?" asked 
the waiter, flipping the table with his napkin. 


cbair on the other side of the table, and was 
gravely regarding his master. . 

« Well,” said the solemn man, reflectivly, 
t gimme some oxtail soup.” 

** Gimme the same,” said the dog. 

The waiter's face assumed the color of cold 
boiled veal. 

** Cup o' coffee and plenty of milk,” went 
on the solemn man. 

** Gimme the same,” said the dog. 

The waiter shuddered, and fled for the 
kitchen. 

A man with a squint, at an adjoining table, 
was much interested in the scene. He hed 
observed it closely, and finally spoke to the 
solemn man. 

“Tt must be a fearful lot o' work to teach 
that dog to talk, mister.” 

“It was,” said the solemn man. 

** I should think so,” said the dog. 

* What'ud you take for him now ?" said 
the man with a squint. 

** Wouldn't sell him," said the solemn man. 

** You'd better not,” said the dog. 

The man with & squint was much im- 
pressed. He began making wild offers, and 
when he reached two hundred dollars the 
solemn man relented. R 

** Well,” said he, '*I can't refuse that. I 
hate to part with him, but you can hav him." 

“ He'll be sorry for it,” said the dog. 

The man with the squint drew a check for 
theamount, which he gave to the solemn man. 
The man was about leaving when the dog. 
cried : . 

"Never mind, Pl] get even. I'll never 
Speak again." 

He never did. 

The gentleman with a squint was proprietor 
of a show. 

The solemn man was a professional ven- 
triloquist. 


—fáe— 


Our Puzzle Box. 
1.— REBUS. 


can't I see the pictures first?" then tearing | 


The dog, meanwhile, had climbed upon a |’ 


1. A letter from bracelet. our coldest weather is about the decline of 

` 2. A preposition. autumn and the opening days of springgwhen 
. 8. A vial. the winds blow from off the snows in the 
.4. Wild. North Land and the high Sierras. After the 
5. A member of an assembly. autumn winds, winter, with its warm rains and 

6. Withdrawn. gentle south winds, steps in and calls the ten- 

7. Pieces of earthenware. er grasses and little flowers from their warm 

8. A fish. beds of fallen leaves. . To see wild flowers in 


e 


. A letter from bracelet. 4 
AN. Boothbay, Me. Warren B. ORCHARD. 


January is not a rare thing with us. Our 
orchards are often white in February, and the 
hills are green from December to June; after 
then they gradually turn brown from want of 
moisture. a 

The frontispiece in the last TRUTH SEEKER 
isa good one; but they must not blow too 
hard, or they'll burst the old thing. The 
stitches are grinning already, and the mate- 
rial is poor. Yours, for truth, 
f Jessie M. WEYBRIGHT. 
CALISTOGA, CAL., Nov. 29,.286. 

Dzar Miss Wixon: I hav seen so many let- 
ters in the Children’s Corner, I thought I 
would try and write one also. Mr. Heston 
puts some funny pictures in Taz TRUTH 

EEKER. They wanted some rare animals, 
but I think they hav got too much of it, es- 
pecially the monkey, who has both hands over 
his nose. 

Well, this being my first, I guess I will 
close. Yours, `- Lovrs V. WEYBRIGHT. 


3.—HIEROGLYPHIO TRANSPOSITIONS, 


A mechanic. 


eI 
Belonging to an individual. OHAT WITH CORRESPONDENTS. 

a W. F. Pxoz.— Your letter will be printed 
next week. We quite agree with you as to the 
merits of Miss K., and we wish there were 
more like her. Thanks for your interest and 
communication. 

C. Fanniz Attyn.—Glad to hear from you. 
We never forget old friends. We did enjoy 
our visit to B. Your name was spoken there 
with great admiration. *'The General" is 
cute, and will come to the front in print soon. 
Accept our love and good wishes. 

Warren B. OncHARD.— Please write puzzles 
on one side of page only, and leave space be- 
tween them and the answers. 

Cora C. Brown.—You wish to know if we 
are soon to write another book for young 
folks. Of late we hav received several letters 
of the same import, to which we reply, Yes, 
just as soon as those we hav already written 
are sold off, or enough to warrant the outlay 
of another publication. It costs money to 
print books, and some Liberals forget to 
patronize their ‘‘ ownfolks.” Now that ** The 
Story Hour” is reduced in price, the larg 
edition should be rapidly exhausted. a 


Firesides. 
Express the hieroglyphic exactly; then 
transpose your definition into a word mean- 
ing the same as the definition given above. 


4.—GEOGRAPHIOAL AOROSTIO. 
1. A river in Germania. 
2. A river in Montana. 
8. A town in Pennsylvania. 
4. A city in Portugal. 
5. A town in Peru. 
6. An island in the St. Lawrence. 
7. A river in Italy. 
8. A mount in Maine. 
9. A mount in New York. 
10. Island in St. Mary’s river. 
„Centrals (a city in Germania). 


‘Lyons, N. Y. Conrap Rooker. 
ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN'S CORNER, 
DEO. 4, 1886. 

1.-Poor citizens vote in the United States 
as well as rich ones. 
2.- CARACAS 


ap Ob dp 
vag mA 
DQa.O]On. 


8.-Look before you leap. 4.-Matrimony. 
M 9-999 — — —— 


Correspondence. 


: SALEM, ILL., Nov. 29, 1886. 

To Miss Wixon AND THE ÜomwER: Having 
tried to write once or twice before, I thought 
I would try again, as I see there are but few 
letters in the Corner. 

I hav read Col. R. G. Ingersoll’s ** Lay Ser- 
mon," and think it is good. I once com- 
menced to memorize his Decoration Day ora- 
tion, but my memory was not exceedingly 
good, and I failed. 

The cartoon on the first page of the 27th 
issue of Tu TRUTH SEEKER speaks volumes. 
Only think! what in this wide world has she 
to thank? As the savior of our country (as I 
would call him), Mr. Ingersoll, has said, 
** Man is just as he must be,” and, in my opin- 
ion, this poor woman is just as the laws of her 
country hav made her. 

My appeal to all the young Liberals of this 
Corner is to read these ‘‘ Lay Sermons,” for I 
hope there will be more to read them over and 
over again—there are millions in them. My 
poor aged grandfather will not read them be- 
cause they are in TuE TRUTH SEEKER, that 
paper “t noblest and best of all.” O ignorance, 


when wilt thou remove thy iron grasp from’ 


off the minds of the people? For these rea- 
sons, kind friends, read the gems of thought 
from wherever they may come, that you may 
not become such grandparents as mine are. I 
want you so become men and women that 
will giva person credit if he should happen to 
ascend to the top round of the ladder of knowl- 
edge. You may put me down as an Individ- 
ualist. s 

Please place this in the Corner, if possible, 
and oblige, Rurvus O. WILLIAMS. 


: CALISTOGA, CAL., Nov. 22, 286. 
Dear Miss Wixon: Allow me to say good 
morning to the friends.of the Corner, this 
being my débüt among them. I like the Cor- 
ner very much, and read all of the letters 
with great interest. Many of the younger 


editor for not writing to you. 
busy, and has little. time for personal corre- 
spondence. 


: writers, even, show a degree of intelligence 
that an older head might be proud of. hile 
| you of. the East are sleigh-riting and skating 
on ice, we of sunny California are wearing 


house, and. was here to see Aunty married. 


The aged grandfather livs, hale and hearty, A rare astronomical event which took place 
and for severa] months there hav been four of Feb. 28, 2446, s.c. 


Esprit Fogr.—How about the stars? Is 


astrology the science, after all? and does it . 
forbid the making of puzzles ? 


Ross E. PuiLLIPs.— You must excuse the 
She is very 


Minniz DarLey.— Your letter next week. 


We are glad you are coming into a broad and 
liberal atmosphere. 
right and duty, and you need not fear.— 
Ep. C. C. 


Keep on in the path of 


REDUCED TO $1.00. 
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Paine Vincicated! 


—0— 


A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Observer's slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 
both the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 
—0— 

The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
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Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
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bed of Thomas Paine, 


BY W. H. BURR. 
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Introduction by Charles. Bradlaugh, _ Con- 
tents ; The Origin of Christianity; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 

. Prophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 


Watts are Published at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS EACH: Defense of Secular Principies; 
is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible; Freethought an 

Modern Progress; Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
larim; Science and Bible Antagonistic; 


Matrimonial. 


A respectable, industrious gentleman, a stran- 
ger to society, Wishes the acquaintanbe of some 
intelligent lady, aged 20 years or upward, in this 
city or its vicinity; without relativs preferred. 
Photo’s exchanged and returned. Only those 
matrimonially inclined need apply. 

Address HOPE. 


2t50 - . Truth Seeker office. 


Robt. G. Ingersoll’s 


OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 
in the suit of the 


Bankers’ and Merchants’ Tele- 
graph Company 


visit to the U. S. By G. Campbell. $1. 

WILD WHITE CATTLE OF GREAT BRITAIN. 
By ear sis John Storer, M.A. Gilt back aud 
side. $1. 

BLUE AND RED LIGHT, OR LIGHT AS 
MEDICIN. S. Pancoast Gilt back and side.60c. 

ENGLISH ECHOES OF GERMAN SONG. 
With 12 steel engs. Trans. by Dr. R. E. Wal- 
lace, Dr. J. D. Morrell, and F. D'Anvers. G.e: 
Gilt side and back. $1.25. 

HOME SCENES DURING THE REBELLION. 
Strebor. Gilt side. "5c. 
TREASURY OF ENGLISH SONNETS. Ed. by 
David M. Main. 12mo. 470pp. $1.75. . 
AMERICAN FARMERS HANDBOOK. 400 
engs. $2.50. i 

LIFE OF QUEEN ELIZABETH. By Agnes 
Strickland. $1.75. 

PUBLIC ADDRESSES OF JOHN BRIGHT. 
M.P. Ed. by J. I.T. Rogers. Gilt b’k. $1.25. 

LIFE AND WRITINGS OF LORENZO DOW. 
1.25. 

DICTIONARY OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
Reid. $1. i 


Gold stamp on back. 15c. 

HISTORY OF DON QUIXOTE. 5c. l 

TEN NIGHTS IN A BAR-ROOM. Arthur. 
Small 12mo. -Gold stamp on back. 5c. 

HISTORY OF OUR OWN TIMES FROM 183*- 
56. 1.50. 

PERSONAL LIFE OF DAVID LIVINGSTONE. 
W. G. Blaikie, D.D., L.L.D. Port. Gold stamp 
on back. 85e. 

LIFE OF JOHN C.. CALHOUN. Jenkins. 
Gold stamp on back. "5c. 

SANTA CLAUS. His friends St. Nicholas and 
Kriss Kringle. 3 vols. in one. Gold stamp on 
back and side. "5c. 

FLOWERS FROM FAIRY-LAND, By A. 
Smith. 80 illus. Gold stamp on back and 
side. "ic. . 

FAMOUS STORIES BY THACKERAY, HAW- 
THORNE, ETC. Illus. Gold stamp on back 
and sides. 72c. 

RUSSIAN FAIRY TALES. By W. R. S. 
Ralston, M.A. Gold stamp back and sides. 75c. 

MOORES POETICAL WORKS. With notes 
Gold stamp on back. "5c. 


The Bible Analyzed. c. s. se vno os. 


Christian Scheme of Redemption. For all o against the stamp back and side. $1. LIFE AND MILITARY CAREER OF JEF- 
Ei, 38 Canton Pica Now RE TRUTH SEE" | western Chat pae " BRITISH FEMALE POETS. With biographical] FERSON DAVIS AND STONEWALL 
"US CE) 31x04 3 A estern Union Telegraph Company. and Critical notices. Gold stamp on back. 15c.| JACKSON. Steel engravings of each. $1 
S. P. Putnam S W orks. ——9— | POETICAL WORKS OF DRYDEN. Memoir| WHITE AND BLACK. The outcome of s 


Bo many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that Tax TRUTH BrExxzR has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. : 


Nabhath- Breaking 


BY J. E. REMSBURG. 


Author of “False Claims,” “Bible 
Morals,” Ete. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Oriticisms of 


Universology. Price, 20 ots. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
“A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day.”—John 
Swinton's Paper. i : ` 

Golden Throne, a Romance. “The 
author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is within him. The books filled with 
mani thoughts Orpresud. n manly Worde- 

e transcript oi a manly mind. Every Libe: 
should read Golden Throne.’ ”—INGERSOLL.: $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 

in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 

fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein iè E" 
Shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts, 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought; and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty."—DR. HENRY W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 


other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 


Adami and Heva. E. Poetie version 
version of the Indian Story of the Gard 
Eden, in which its superiority to the perna] 
copy Mia Genesis legend—is shown. Price 10 

For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. ^ 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; J. M. Pryse and J. 
M. Burgler, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colomzation enter- 
prise, the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and gener 
c DUI practical LS of the problem of Integ 

* ration. . Price, $1 a year; 50 eenta for six 
Months; 25 cents for three months. . 


The best and most thorough work ever written 


on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 


view. 


Large and Handsome Print. 
Sinare Ceres, L a ^» cents. 
Six Corres, - - Š $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


85 Cents Each. 


LITHO l ' 
THOGRAPHS Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. CO. 


CHARLES DARWIN 


Admirers of the Great Naturalist, and practically 
the father of Evolution, will be glad to um that 
.we hav a fine lithograph of him for sale—size 
"18x24 inches on heavy plate paper. Framed, the 
picture will make a splendid ornament for the 
parlors of Freethinkers, Price, 25 cents. à 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


John R. Kelso, A.M. 
CONTENTS: wan — : FT 
1d Test t.—The N estament.—The 
Porro S Rma fxodus.—The Mira- SELF-CONTRADICTIONS 0 H 
cf the Bible.—The Errors of the Bible.—The BIBLE. 


cles ct the B ae 
Prophecien = Fe Devil or Faten of the Rea oe A perfectly reliable, accurate pam: hlet. Though 


ible.—' ible.— i itis now known to be the work of © 
eue The God of ae Bible The Mesaialt ok tunm one ot our ablest correspondents. More 


.. Splendi cuted. t| than 30,000 copies hav been sold, — Price, 15 cents. 
by nals post eal. Brion, aha mom. Bont |i ee this office, 
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. aetry. 
s‘ Your Miserable Sinner.” 
Allowing that God is Jesus, : 
And likewise that Jesus is God. 
And both were tlie children of Mary 
In a manner suspiciously odd ; 
Assuming that truth and religion, 
Salvation, damnation, and all 
Are one in the absolute knowledge 
. Of wisdom supreme; that the fall 
Of man was a “racket” concocted 
By Satan to bother the Lord, 
. And the cross was a countercheck holy 
As good as the times would afford— 
* Why, [honor an upright Christian 
Wherever he may be found, 
And think that the world would be better 
If he weren't so seldom around. 


. But there is your “ miserable sinner,” 
The fellow that likes to tell 
' How much he is prone to fall forward 
And ought to be kicked into hell; 
How justice would giv him the devil, 
But Mercy she raises her hand 
And says, “I can martial the rascal 
In a Methodist praying band.” 
What kind of a born-again system 
Of true reformation is that? 
What cheap sort of unction is furnished 
These gluttons that never get fat? 
What ails the undying devotion 
That kneels at the blessed cross, 
And the more it is tried in the furnace 
The drosser becomes the dross? 


There's Fisher—he’ll get up in meeting 
And hav the old story all o'er, 

How he is a vagabond straggler, 
‘Polluted way down to the core; 

But if one of-his neighbors should tell him 
That he's a confounded ass 

That ought to be given a bridle, 
Behold ! it would come to pass, 

He would rise in his godly anger, 

. And knock you down, if he could, 

For hurting his reputation 

. And slandering his manhood. 


Itis all very well to be humble. 
And knuckle square in when you’re beat, 
Sut logic don't mix with advancement 
When reason is on the retreat; 
:tnever will answer to argue 
Religion has brought you relief, 
ind wind up the noble confession 
By calling yourself a thief. 
thrist wants you to grow in the freedom 
Wherewith he hath made you free, 
ind giv him your hand like a brother, 
As though you were shaking with me; 
: Bat if your redemption's a failure 
And doesn't improve you below, 
1you planted your seed by the waters 
And found that the seed doesn't grow : 
still you're a miserable sinner, 
And all his blood hasn’t sufficed, 
Stop soothing the temples of Satan 
By washing the feet of Christ. 


Frank FELT. 
rr a 


Book Notice. 


SPIRITUALISM SUSTAINED. In five lectures. 
By John R. Kelso. Printed at Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER office, 38 Clinton Place, New York. 
Price $1. 

Colonel Kelso has written several good 
: hooks, and they are as brave and loyal as he 
is himself. 
above, is no less interesting than any that has 
yet come from his pen. 

I never knew, until seeing this book, that 
its author is a Spiritualist—an honest, candid, 
and fearless Spiritualist, no one can doubt who 
is at all familiar with his courage and daring 
in treating all manner of superstition and in- 
tolerance. 

I must confess that I was somewhat sur- 
prised to know that so cool a destroyer of 
shams had espoused the cause of Spiritual- 
ism, but he assures us it is upon evidence 
sure and direct that he has become con- 
verted, and this is the only correct basis of 
conversion to that faith. 

In the book under consideration, Spiritual- 
ism is the client for which he acts as an at- 
torney, and he certainly establishes the fact 
beyond dispute that his client is all right 


from a Bible and Christian church standpoint. | 


„But, then, one can prove any ism, any 
dogma, by the Bible. Communism, Advent- 
ism, Mormonism, freeloveism, ‘‘ come-out-er- 
ism,” in fact, every distinctiv creed or faith 
gets a more solid twist from Bible teachings ; 
but perhaps Spiritualism can be clinched a 
little tighter by the holy scriptures than other 
forms or phases of philosophy. Surely, one 
cannot read Colonel Kelso’s book without 
feeling that the Bible proves Spiritualism, if 
it provesanything; and if reading and believ- 
ing in the “ good book ” makes anything of a 
man it should make him a Spiritualist. 
"From the view of such a believer Spiritual- 
ism must stand sustained, which he will see 
at once if he reads Colonel Kelso’s book, and 
it should be in the hands of every Christian 
in the land. 

To the hard-headed Materialist, who cannot 
be convinced of facts by Bible evidence or 
knock-down arguments of the Christian 
church, the book will prove of little value, 


His latest, bearing the title 


except as an ingenious and well-put premise 
from one given point. Jou 

He demands proof from facts in nature 
that are beyond dispute. In the chapter on 
“ Spiritual Mediumship,” the author says that 
“in the present life all men are dualistic 
beings, having one full set of physical organs, 
physical senses adapted to the material world, 
and another set of spiritual organs, senses, 
etc., to bring them into relation with the 
spiritual world.” All this may be, but I 
hardly think it has been actually proven so to 
be yet. He further, very candidly, says, ‘‘If, 
in all its phases, Spiritualism cannot bear the 
tests of reason, science, and common sense, it 
ought to go down just.as all religions founded 
on the idea of a personal God are bound to 
whenever they are subjected to these same 
tests.” With this we can all agree, as with 
many other parts of the book. 


Colonel Kelso has all the ardor and sincer- 


ity of a recent convert to a philosophy that 
we all would be glad to know is true. He 
has not yet investigated the form of Spiritual- 
ism known as '' materialization.” When he 
has done this, and gone farther into the 
depths of the mystic faith, I am sure he will 
hav something more to say upon the subject. 
In the mean time, *' Spiritualism Sustained " 
should hav a wide circulation, especially 
among those who still pin their faith upon the 
Bible, and as the price is only $1, it comes 
within the reach of all who would like. to be 
enlightened on this matter. 
|^. BSusaN H. Wrxon. 


BIBLE MYTHS 


AND THEIR 


Parallels in Other Religions. 


Being a Comparison of the Old and New Testa- 
ment Myths and Miracles, with those of 
heathen nations of Antiquity, Con- 
sidering also their Origin 
and Meaning. With 
numerous illus- 

trations. bi 

The objectof the work 18 to part out the myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound ; 
to show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning. 

“Tt is unquestionable true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else so accessible as they are now made 

n the work before us.”—N. Y. Sun. . 
1vol.8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages. 


Price, $2.50. 
THE TRUIH SEEKER CO., 


WORKS OF O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 


Christianity a Reward for Crime. 
Authenticated by the Bible. 
Paper, 12mo, 29 pages, - = - 10c. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS. REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 
Paper, 12mo, 47 pages, - - - te. 


Origin of the Christian Bible 


Paper, 12mo, 95 pages, 25c. 


A Masonic Vindication of Right. 
A Protest Against Persecution. 
Paper, 12mo, 36 pages, - ~- =- =  15c. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

33 Clinton PI., New Yo'k 


GOD AND HIS BOOK. 


THE BIBLE: WHERE DID WE GET IT 
AND WHAT IS IT? 


By SALADIN, editor of the London “Secular 
Review.” 


Issued in six parts. Four parts now ready. Price 
: 25 cents each. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER office, 
DEN a 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli. | : 


eal Works. 


By THOMAS PAINE, 
“ The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, aane Six copies for 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


` Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . - will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 


ration.” 
Price, 35 cents. 


For either of these Works, or an 


of Paine’ 
writings, Address THE TRUT ER 


SEEKER, 


This being the time of year when friends bear testimony to their friendship by making 
presents, we respectfully call the attention of Freethinkers to the following 


Year’s - presents. 


sonal souvenir. 


elegant library style, $4.50; in 
$7.50; in full 


Poems” is the book for one 


their Christian friends 


tian gent! 


Rosert G. INGERSOLL. 


DONALD. Price $1.25. 


1.00. 
VOLTAIRE’S ROMANCES. Cloth, 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY. For 
: Portraits. Price $1.25. - s 


These books will be sent by mail postpaid. 


Mottoes for Freethinkers. 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards, which we-offer for sale. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the ** God-bless-our- 
home" placards which disfigure the walls of so 
many houses. 
board, 9 inches by 221-2. The motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gram of U. M. L. The following are the various 
readings: 


THE LIVING HAV A RIGHT TO CONTROL 
: THE WORLD. 


FREE THOUGHT WILL GI% US TRUTH. 


THE TIME TO BE HAPPY IS NOW. : 
: AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY IS HERE. : 


3 NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE 
: TILL TROUBLE TBOUBLES YOU. 


THE WORLD I8 MX COUNTRY; 
TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION. 


'Thepriee of each of the foregoing is 25 cents. 

For Freethought societies there is a large card 
22 x 15 inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
‘heading, containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. 
cents. Anyof these will be sent postpaid, securely 


.wrapped,.on receipt of price. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
: 83.Clinton PL, New York City. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAJ. 


Price, 25 cents. 


tree calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 
heretic to present to another.—— But to do 


as well as confer pleasure, Liberals can place upon the Christmas table of 


They are printed on heavy card-. 


Price, 30 |: 


list of books which are eminently fit for Christmas and New 
At the head of the list stands 


PROSE POEMS AND SELECTIONS. By Rozerr Q. Inezrsort. The 

work is designed for and will be accepted by admiring friends as a rare per- 
To help it serve this purpose, a fine steel portrait, with 
autograph fac-simile, has been prepared especially for it. . 
cloth, beveled edges, gilt back ànd side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, 


Price, in silk 


full Turkey morocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, 
** Prose 
ood 


INGERSOLUS LECTURES COMPLETE. Bound in one volume, half 
calf, library stfle, and. containing over 1,300 pages, which is sold at the 
exceedingly low price of $5.——For a present to a Christian lady (and Chris- 

Temen can profit by it as well) no book can be more appropriate than 


MEN, WOMEN, AND GODS. By Herzen H. Garvener. Introduction by 
Cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cents. 
vised and enlarged, and handsomely bound. 


This edition is re- 


The following novels and romances are all Freethought works, inculcating truths, and 
are handsomely bound : l 


NATHANIEL VAUGHAN, PRIEST AND MAN. By Freverma Mao- 


MARTYRDOM OF MAN. By Wziwwoop Pa Price $1.75. 
THE STORY HOUR, For the children. . By Miss Susan H. Wrox. 
$ 


Price 


$2.00; half e&lf or half morocco, $4. 


‘APPLES OF GOLD. For the children. By Miss Susan H. Won. Price 
: $1.25. 


ALL IN A LIFETIME. By Miss Susan H Wrxon. Price $1.25. 
THE DAWNING. A Labor Reform novel. 


Price $1.50. 


the Boys. By James Parroy. With 


GOLDEN THRONE. By Samvez P. Purwaw. Price $1. 
WAIFS AND WANDERINGS . By Samur P. Purwaw. Price $1. 


Romances are more specially in keeping with the season (Christmas is à pagan romance), 
but the foregoing list includes books containing a great deal of fact. 


—0— 


IF THE LIST. IS. NOT SUFFICIENTLY EXTENSIY, SEND FOR A CATALOG. 


Address | 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 38 Clinton Place, New York. 


J. E. Remsburg's Works. 


False Claims Revised and Enlarged. 


Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. ong 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 

e Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Seience; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty ; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
Church and the Republic. 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture : Falsehood and 
Deception ; Cheating; Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 

nkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals ; 

. Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 

Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 

and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen-- 

ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents ;. 6 copies, $1.. 
Bpecial discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discugsedl 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christiam 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sun AT Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
* bath; Testimony of the ristian Fathers; The 
abb ath during the Middle Ages: The Puritam 
sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
cholars, and Divines ; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, 25 cents; six copies, $1.00. 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty. Tels the stor 
of the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
jt. Choive extracts from “Common Sense,” 
** American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted 
neatly bound, and containing a han 
steel portrait of Paine. 
cloth, 75 cents. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson an Unbeliever;. 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each. 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts. 


aper. 
3 some 
Price, paper, 50 cents ; 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address. 


delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free-. 
January 29, 1884. Price, 


thinkers’ Convention, 
10 cents. 
: THE TRUTH SEEKER CO, 

; 33 Olinton Place, New York * 
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Ingersolls W/orks. Inzersoll's Tributes 


REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: . : 


The Yision of War, = 


Bible Temperance: 


LIQUOR DRINKING —_ 
Commerded, Defended, and E. joined 
by the Bible. 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 251 
meets évéry Sünday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 P.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions: 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Trutt 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rates. 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. . 
Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write. 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Earl 


of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By Wm. HENRY 
Burn. Price. 25 cents. For sale at this oftice. 


DR, R. P, FELLOWS 


The Gods. Paper,-50 cts; cloth, $1. 

In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
.  * Humboldt," Thomas Paine," “ Individual- 
ity," and “ Heretics and Heresies.” - 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: “'The Ghosts,” “Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,” * The Declaration of In- 
dependence,” “About Farming in Illinois," 

‘The Grant Banquet,” “The Rev. Alexander 
Olark,” “The Past Rises before Me Like a 


Dream,” and “ A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll.” Tribute to his Brother paso : 
e i : . » a. E en i 
Som o Mistakes ot Moses. Paper, 50cts; The Grant Banquet Toast, BY E. C. WALKER 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
Plain cloth, $1.25. 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 


Der, 25 cents, 


The Christian Religion. By R. G. 
Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah 8. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher, Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10 cents, $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 


This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 

`  &a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the san Fran a cents; 50 
cents per dozen: 25 c ; es, $3. 
, Millions of these should be ‘circulated. : xi 

Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersol. Price, 15 cents. 


Address on the Civil Rights Bilt; 


Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents. * 


Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 
Bound in one yolume. To meet the demand 
for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on “ Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 

: pages, which is gold at the exceedingly low 
price of$5. Bent by mail postpaid. 

ributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll's ‘Tribute to 

8 Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “Grant 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over 
“Little Harry Miller's Grave,” that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 

. minated border, and In large, clear type, suita- 


Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. 

The price of these heretofore has been $1. We 

offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 

THE FOUR FOR FIFTY CENTS. Mailed secure 

| from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Pl. New York. 


SOCIAL WEALTH 


The Sole Factors and Ézact Ratios in Its 
Acquirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 


CONTENTS: Economie Schools: a brief re- 
view of their Origin and Growth; Rise and 
Growth of Capitalism; Unearned Increase: 
profit, interest, rent; Conservation of Wealth; 
Tools and Improved Machinery; The Nature of 
Wages; Private and Social Wealth; Land Own- 
ership; Private Property in Land; Capital and 
the Proiuetiv Factors; Partnership and Co-op- 
eration; Law of Contracts; Money and Credit; 
Of Value or Economic Ratios; Taxation as a 
Remedy; Reforms, nct Remedies; Suggestions 
to Legislators; Conclusion. 

Price; «loth, $1 09. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Clinton Piace, New York. 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


The Present and the Future 
^ Republic of North America. 
- BY A CAPITALIST. 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the present 
conditions of society in this country, pointing out 
their imperfections, and showing how it is almost 
impossible that the people should be other than 
poor and vicious under our present system. The 
remegy, the author thinks, is in communal] life, 
and he has drawn a vivid picture of the future 
Republic of North America, as it will be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 

ational Communism. The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. 


Paper,50c; cioth, $1... 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.; 


This is a companion book to Remsburg's “ Bible 
Morals.” 48 pages; pyice 10 cents. r 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER ÇO., 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


gularl educat. 
ed and legally quali- 
fied physician, and 
ihe most successful 
as his practice will 


. 
| fren He has for 


isare 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


Photo-engrayings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50c. 


VOLT AIRE’S ROMANCES, 


CONTENTS : 

The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.—Zadig ; 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princess 
of Babylon.—The Man of Foicy Crows. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Microniegas,— 
The World as it Goes.—The Black and the White. 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato’s Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid aper. With 67 
engravings. Price, cloth, bevele oards, $2.00. 
H üt calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


The Secret of the East. 
l OR, 
The Origin of the Christian Religion 
and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 


twenty years. treated 
exclusivly all diseaseg 
of the Sexual @rgans. 
in the cures of which 
be stands ‘preomipent 
SPERMA EA 

and IMPOTENGC 
as the result of self. 
| abuse in youth and 
f sexual excesses in ma- 
xs turer years, causing 
3 g night emissions ps 

; : . à lreams, loss of sexu: 
Te EE * power, rendering 
marriage improper and nnbapp y eta. aTe cured 
ermanen an outside a catio: ,BIXUY 
ore WO STOMACH MEDICIN USED. Itis ong 
of Dr. Fellows’ valuable discoveries, which is en- 
tirely unknown to the medical profession. It is 
not à catch-penny get up, such as a pad, belt; pas- 
lile, nor magnetic appliance, but simply a medi- 
in to be applied externally on the parts affected, 
which cures by absorption. Send five 2-cent stamps 
for his “ Private Counselor,” giving full informa- 
tion. Address Dr. R. P. Fellows, Vineland, N. J. 

and say where you saw this advertisment, ec 


N. B.—Dr. Fellows begs leave to say that he ir 
an Infidel of the most pronounced character. Bro. 


Liberals, your patronage 18 solicited. 


ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 
to any address, for 50cts, or either one for 15cts, 


Prose Poems and Selections. This 


new book is a gem. It is a model in every re- 
spect.. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued, It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated “ Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “ tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
' brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
yersationsof the author. The work is designed 
or and will be accepted by admiring friends ag 
a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 


— 


urpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph IX L. OSW. ALD aM LÀ == EE 
Pac simile, has been repared especially for it. 88 Clinton Place, New York. BY FEL e . gage: : 
Price in aii cloth, beveled edges, gilt back CUSPODY acce : “ SHOPPEL’S MODERN HOUSES” No. 8. 
and 8108, $2.50; 1n halt calf, mottled edges, ele- . : . (Just Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 
gant, ibrar Tide fine, au Turke ios F Price. $1.00. For sale at this ofice. ‘A colored frontispiece showing the modera style 


of painting. . g , , 
A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply all the neccessary Pieces for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 


. calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 

The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and 
Ingersoll. Canaet sizo; true to 
i ice, $1.50 each. irer of 
apostes o. Religious tien should Har imo 

Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 


panel, 101x17, $3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 
cents; card, 20 cts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY 


BY LEWIS C. JANES. 


This book treats of the natural evolution of the 
ghristien religion, its historical antgeedents in 

alestinian Judaism and Roman Paganism ; in- 
vestigates the history of the founder of Ohristian- 
ity in the light of the latest scientific criticism of 
the New Testament; shows that the true story of 
the Man Jesus, and his genuin teachings are 
separable frora the later legendary accretions 
which hav e2nfounded him with the mythical 
Christ, an#"traces the natural development of 
Christian^dogma and ecclesiastical institutions. 
Complete references and full index.  320pp. 8vo, 
cloth, gilt top. Price $1.50. 


Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER Office. 
A SKETCH OF THE LIFE 


APOLLONIUS OP TYANA, 


OR THE 4$ 
First Ten Decades of Our Era. 


BY , 
DANIEL M. TREDWELL. 


Designed to show upon the anthority of Histo: 
that Apollonius of Tyana performed miracles an 
spoke wise sayings equal to those attributed to 

esus Christ. 350pp., octavo, best style. Price $2.50. 


. . . Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER office. 
MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


OR, 


The Forgery of the 01d Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS. 
The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 
of 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonne 
author of Excter Hall, Family Creeds, Day 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 


Exeter Hall. * One of the most excit- 
ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404 pages. $1.25. 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story. From the London edition. By 
ore Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 
80 cents. 


All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
Miss Susan H. Wixon, “The great charm of 
this novel is its absolute fidelity tonature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and, are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcel: prepared to ex- 

ct to fnd. in such a marked degree, even 
rom so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks.” Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


(loth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office 


for putting them together. : 
While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. It is, in fact, a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of out 
most popular designs, so exact that it is useful to 
uilders.. . e SENE 
55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000). ` ' d 
2 New Designs for Barns. : 
z1 New Design for a Chapel. pA i 
Drawings and- description of a model Kitchen. 
(by.Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 
An Article on Villa Park Associations. 
BENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE; $1. 
Address si ye 
THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAY AS^Q'N 
19} Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


A SHOR LESSON IN EISTORT. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored foi 
human advancement, and how the other hat 
always opposed it. i 
. Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies foi 
$3. We wish that the friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


CHRISTIANITY `’ 
A REWARD FOR CRIME, 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 


-By Guo, M. DAVENPORT. This is a little book— 
& pamphlet of 32 well-filled pages, costing only 
* a quarter,” but as full of meat as an egg. It is 
well called “ practical,” for we find nothing un- 
practical init. Hens, ducks, ge and turkeys: 
are Particularly discussed and their economica 
breeding and keeping treated of. There are many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 
scale, and, all in all, it is a very useful addition to 
the poultry literature of the day. i 

TRUTH SEEKER Office, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


Protection or Free Trade 


An Examination of the Tariff Question with 
Especial Regard to the Interests of Labor. 
BY HENRY GEORGE | 


In this book the author designs to show that 
beneficial results would follow the abolition 
of all tariffs on importations. 


Octavo, 860pp.; price, $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, CO. BY i 
BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL H. J. SEIGNEURET, BOOKS FOR CHILDREN Substantiated by the Bible. - 
SUBJECTS: ` l Secularist. The Story Hour. For Children and BY 
r i| Price, - =- 1 =- 10 cents. B O. B. WHITFORD, M. D; un 


Youth. By Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
Btition. e Only IHlustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children's Story-Book everissued. 66 full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heav 
toned Paper, broad margins, illuminate 
covers; 4to. 224 pp., DAS., $1.25. 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM: 
MON BENAR, E Dra E. B. Kooten In one handy 
some o volume of near pages? 7 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in English or German: 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. i 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
SACRED MYSTERIES 


Price 16 Cents. | Per Dozen, $1.60, 


«RUTH SEEKER 
l fem THETEUTI Place. New York. 


i AMONG THE : : " "du 
., SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the ; ; ich 509| Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of F a A 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey? ayas and tne Quiches 11, : Alm . ; 4» THE | f 
By Dr. E. B, Foote. Five volumes, at $ each, ¢ oF te Years Ago. : the pt dino 10 nbs or sale on tits odtoe: CONVENTIONAL LIES OF € UR 


per set; or five volumes in one for $2. i $t 
* BEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG: 
950 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth 
volume of “Science in Story.") 50 cents. 

HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
eipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages. 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. 


. CIVILIZATION. at 

. From the German of MAX NORDAU. ` -` 

] SEVENTH EDITION. P Wn 
A most powerfully written book.— Phila, Record. 


This Book is not a Book! It is a Deed! and 
those who oppose it will prove that they fear it.— 


ORIGIN OF THE BIBLI 'AL MYTH 
By AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON. 


Illustrated. - - - Price, $2.50. 
For Sale at this office. 


A pples of Gold. A Story-Book for 
e Young Folks. By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel: 
lent work for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued at a reduced, price of | 
$1.95, free of postage. This pew edition has a 


SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (ime Pam- s photograph of the author which adds very | Vienna News. Price, 50 cents. . ue 
phlete). By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “Bacteria CA P. [ A IN S 0 F i N D U S T RY: much to the value of the volume. . Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CÓ... 
in their Relation to Disease," representing the germ OB, T 3e Youth’s Liberal Gui de. By " 
theory, advocating personal and public hygiene | Men or Bosntass Wao Dro Sowrruwo BEDES | ^ "pror. H. M. Kottinger, A.M. Price: $1.00. This | ^ 

iderin the blue-glass eure—of value Maxine Money. volume aims atthe education of youth in the REPLY 


beam,” consi 
to sick and well. By mail, 10 cents each. : 
HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). ‘The Law 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 386 pages, cloth 
bound, $2; “ Heredity," by. Lorine ‘oody, 159 
&EOB, cloth 6 cents; “The Law of Heredity,” by 
E R. Marsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 
Human Temperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
X .B. Foote, 10 cents; ** Generation before Regen- 
eration,” by Dr. E È. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; “ Re- 
ports of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
em iu genis HEL ird oe ‘ene of the 
n8titute of Heredity, May 29, »" 10 cents. 
dress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS, 
BY JAMES PARTON. 


rinciples of Freethought, at the same time 

i E inculcates moral duties and human 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason and 
common sense. Address THE TRUTH 


TO REV. L. A. LAMBERTS == ^. 
“NOTES ON INGERSOLL,’ 
By B. w. Lacy " 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priést: 
sophistry, unfairness, and histor- 
ical misstatement. . i 


Price Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 Cents. . 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 
vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions 

with numerous references and citations, tha 

are contradicted in terms by the same number 

a other propositions in the same book, o6 
oen : 


This book contains 400 pages, plainly printed, | 
treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 
helped the world; together with eight portraits. 
Mr. Parton's works need no commendation. They 
are standard. 


rice, - - = + - $125. 


dar THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
Address fe Glinton Plon Now York. 


Psp? CrEvELAND has given $50 to the 
Indian mission.school at Santa Fé, N. M. 


UG TEAU, the Milwaukee Anarchist, has 
been ’ arralgiied for libeling the court, jury, 
and witnesses. 


Tux. Rev. 'Theodore L. Weaver, ex-Metho- 
dist, ` ex-Baptist, revivalist, and temperance 
orator, is in jail at Elmira for forgery. 


Tus Chicago magazine, the editorial chair 
of which Miss Rose Elizabeth Cleveland re- 
eently abandoned, is now offered for sale. 


Miss Mary Jounsrow has been appointed 
clerk:of the Congressional library committee 
She is. the first woman appointed to a post 
under Congress. : 


: Henry GEoRaE lectured in Boston Sunday 
night. He denied that he had agreed to help 
Carter. Harrison. to a re&lection as mayor of 
Chicago: a8 ‘has been reported. 


Iri is reported from the capital that the out- 
look is not very favorable for a brilliant sea- 
son. Jf this is true, something should be 
doné immediately toward stimulating Wash- 
ington: society. i : 


AN order has issued.from Archbishop Elder 
forbidding Roman Catholic vocalists to sing 
in Protestant churches. There is something 
glorious about the liberty which Roman 
Catholics enjoy. 


Tan: ‘financiers say that if Congress does 
not provide for a heavy reduction of taxes be- 
tweennow and March, serious contraction of 
the Currency is likely to result from the large 
increasé of the treasury surplus. 


GENERAL Boorn, of the Salvation Army, at 
the head of: his cohorts in New York, has 
been. holdiüg all-night hallélujah meetings; 
The exercises. Were what might be expected 
among lunatics. Booth sailed for England on 
the 11th. : 

A GANG of: tramips attacked a saloon in 
Shenandoah, Pa., last: Saturday night, robbed 
the: till, and nearly killed three men. Nine 
of thei were arrested, and natrowly escaped 
lynching at the hands of the miners of thé 
place. ~: - 


Sour: röbbers went rod a train at Belle. 
vue; Texas,:on, the 11th, taking all the valua- 

ples: ‘inthe possession of the men, but as these 
had been placed in the hands of the women, 
only’ $105 was realized. The high waymen 
met with no opposition, although there were 
arr d soldiers on board the train. 


Tux indictment for adultery against Parson 
Downs, -of Boston, has been dropped, as 
there was no way of getting the witnesses to 
appear. Downs preached about his case last 
Sunday. He endeavored to clear himself; 
and made: charges of a very serious nature 
against former members of his congregation. 


Monsianor “Caper, the Catholic propa- 
. gandist, advertises that he has discovered the 
author of the slanders charging him with im. 
morality, and that he will shortly proceed to 
prosecute the offender according to law. The 
slander, alluded to is to the effect that the 
monsignor has. béen sustaining ministerial 
relations toward another man's wife. 


Tur St. Louis clergymen who recently 
warned the public against attending the per- 
formiances of the American Opera Company 
on account of the dangers to morality thereby 
incurred hav received an invitation from the 
managers of the company to come and see the 
ballet. dance which they condemn, How 
many of the ministers accepted the invitation 
is not known. 


Tur workingmen are holding a fair at 20 
Astor Place, this cityẹ to raise money to buy 
the Leader a press. The Leader is a labor 
daily started during. the recent campaign. 
Many attractiv things are offered at the fair, 
and all sorts of devices to relieve him of his 
spare change are sprung upon the unwary 
male visitor by ladies of the association. It 
is a pleasant place to spend an hour, and the 
money it costs goes to the support of a good 
cause. 


Six years ago the Rev. Father Murphy, a 
Catholic priest in charge of a parish near El- 
mira, N. Y., fell from grace and was removed. 
His lapse, from virtue was attributed to over- 
study. He is now in the Massachusetts 
state Reformatory, having been found guilty 
of fraud. Tately a forged check for $500 
drawn by Father Murphy has turned up in 
Elmira. "When the Massachusetts authori- 


ties aré done with the Rev. Mr. Murphy, the 


bankers‘of. Elmira will take him in hand. 


Gems of Thought. 


Waite the pagan religions of the Eastern world 
were pursuing the eveu tenor of their way, killing 
none because they did not believe as they did, 
Christians were. saturating the earth with the 
blood of its children, and doing all in their power 
to force back the incentivs to science, education, 
and a better civilization.—D. M. Bennett. 


MILL spoke tenderly and reverently of the per- 
sonal character of the founder of Christianity, and 
on this part of the subject he wrote as if he was 
confident that Carlyle agreed with him. But be- 
low the truth of any particular religion there lay 
harder problem of the existence and providence 
of God; and here it seemed that Carlyle hada 
positiv faith, while Mill had no more than a sense 
of probability. Carlyle admitted that,so far as 
external evidence went, the being of God wasa 
supposition inadequately proved. The grounds of 
certainty which Carlyle found in himself Mill, 
much as he desired to show Carlyle's belief, con- 
fessed that he was unable to recognize. So again 
with thesoul. There was no proof that it perished 
with the body, but again there was no proof that 
it did not. —Froude’s Life of Cartyle. 


Miron was resolute i in his religion at Rome, so 
much so that many were deterred from showing 
him the civilities they were prepared to offer. His 
rule, he says, was “not of my own accord to intro- 
duce in those places conversation about religion; 
but, if interrogated respecting the faith, then, 
whatsoever I should suffer, to dissemble nothing. 
What I was, if any one asked, I concealed from no 
one; if any one in the very city of the pope at- 
tacked the orthodox religion, I defended it most 
freely.” Beyond the statement that the English 
Jesuits were indignant, we hear of no evil conse- 
quences of this imprudence. Perhaps the Jesuits 
saw that Milton was of the stuff that would wel- 
come martyrdom, and were sick of the affair of 
Galileo, which had terribly damaged the preten- 
sions of their church.—Mark Pattison’s Milton, 


Tux bishops of Constantine’s time were all of 
them ignorant and superstitious men, but they 
could not allof them think alike. And, asif to 
insure dissent, they proceeded to define that 
which had never existed, and which, if it had ex- 
isted, could never be defined. They described the 
topography of heaven. They dissected the god- 
head and expounded the immaculate conception; 
giving lectures on celestial impregnations and 
miraculous obstetrics. They not only said that 
there was one and that one was three, they pro- 
fessed to explain how that curious arithmetical 
combination had been brought about. The indi- 
visible had been divided; it was divisible and yet 
it was indivisible; black was white and white was 
black, and yet there were not two colors, but one 
color; and whoever did not believe this would be 
damned, and “without doubt perish everlast- 
ingly."—Reade's Martyrdom of Man. 


“THE work indeed-of a gentleman is not so gross, 
but it may be as smart and painful as any other. 
For all hard work is not manual; there are other 
instruments of action beside the plow, the spade, 
the hammer, the shuttle; nor doth every. work 
produce sweat and tiring of body; the head may 
work hard in contrivance of good designs, the 
tongue may be very activ in dispensing advice, 
persuasion, comfort, and edification in virtue; a 
man may bestir himself in ' going about to do 
good;” these are works employing the cleanly in- 
dustry of a gentleman.—Dr. Isaac Barrow. 


WE ought to adjust our minds to any fate. If 
we receive a further gift of life, we shall be thank- 
ful. If wedo not, let us be thankful for what we 
hav received; and since our existence does not. 
depend on ourselvs, let us consider those things 
that will tend to our present happiness and pros- 
perity. If we hav no faith in a future life, let us 
use this life wisely and well, and leave it, when our 
time comes, uncomplainingly.—L. K. Washburn. 


An honest man here lies at rest, 

As e’er God with his image blest; 

The friend of man, the friend of truth, 

The friend of age, the friend of youth. 

Few hearts like his, with virtue warmed, 

Few heads with knowledge so informed; 

If there’s another world he livs in bliss, 

If there is none, he made thc best of this. 
—Burns's Epitaph on a Friend. 


Tur assertion of the motion of the earth was a 
defiance not only of philosophy and the church, 
but, at the same time of that common ignorance 
which passes by the name of common sense; and 
physical science threw down her glove by the 
hand of Galileo. It is not pleasant to think of the 
immediate result of the combat; to see the cham- 
pion of science, old, worn, and on his knees before 
the. cardinal inquisitor, signing his name. to 
what he knew to bea lie. And, no doubt, the car- 
diuals rubbed their hands as they thought how 
well they had silenced and discredited their ad- 
versary. But two hundred years hav passed, and 
however feeble or faulty her soldiers, physical 
science sits crowned and enthroned as one of the 
legitimate rulers of the world of thought. Charity. 
children would now be ashamed not to know that 
the earth moves, while the school-men are forgot- 
ten; and the cardinals—well, the cardinals are at 
the Ecumenical Council (1870), still at their old busi- 
ness of trying to stop the movement of the world. 
—Huwcley's Lay Sermons, 


In so far as Christ taught any doctrin in opposi- 
tion to slavery, in favor of intellectual liberty, up- 
holding kindness, enforcing the practice of justice 
and mercy, I most cheerfuly admit that his 
teaching should be followed. Such teachings do 
not need theassistance of miracles. "They are not 
in the region of the supernatural. They find their. 


evidence in the glad response of every honest 


heart that superstition has not touched and 
stained.—R. G. Ingersoll. 


Since the generality of pergons act from impale 
more than from principle, men are neither so 
good nor so bad as we. are apt to think them.— 
Hare's Guesses at Truth. i ; 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, DECEMBER 18, 1880. 


Odds and Ends. 


Was the word he-ll changed to. she-ol with a 
view toward obtaining the correct gender? 


Wazis it the lowest scandals seem to obtain 
among people who liv in the highest circles? 


* ALL flesh is grass," they say, but how about a 
wooden-héaded man with a marble brow, an iron 
will, and a stony heart? Go to, and if you can’t go 
two; go one. . 

Mns. CANDIDATE: “Oh, I'm so glad the election 
is over, even if you are beaten." Mr. Candidate: 
“Why, my love?" Mrs. Candidate: ‘Because, 
now I can tell the butcher just whatI think of 
him for sending us tough steak without fear of 
his voting against you.” 

“Ts there a colored man around~here who can 
beat a carpet?” asked a citizen of a whitewasher 
at the market yesterday. “Ireckon dat pusson 
ober dar’ kin doit, sah.” **Is hea professional ?? 
**'Yes,sah. He's beat two groceries, three saloons, 
and his wife, an’I reckon he kin git away wid a 
capet. ” 


“Hay you finished your sermon, dear?" asked 
the wife of one of thé Brooklyn divines. *'*Ser- 
mon be blanked !? was the reply; *how in blazes 
do you suppose I'm going to write sermohs? "This 
isanother reply to the four hundred and forty- 
fourth chapter of charges in the twelfth case. 
Nice chance I hav to write sermons !” - 


CATHARINE OWEN has published a book called 
“Ten Dollars Enough.” She may think so now, 
but by the time she gets all the jet trimming, and 
stuff for the overskirt, she will find that about ten 
dollars more is necessary, not including the dress- 
maker’s bill. Ten dollars is enough for the materi- 
al, but the trimming and making cost like sixty. 


“ConDucToR,” said a solemn-visaged man, “do 
you appreciate how Precarious your business is 1 
Do you realize that in the midst of life we are in 
death, and that. a&t any moment this train may 
take us-all to eternity?” ‘This train won't take 
anybody to eternity,” replied the conductor, ** be- 
cause there's no such station on this line." 

HER ANSWER. 
On my right at dinner sat Mollie, 
On my left there was little May Belle 
Who is always so sparkling and jolly, 
And who likes me; I fancy, quite well. 


The former spoke somehow of ages; 

“ Now, what would you take me to be 2?” 
Iasked. She replied, “Of life's pages « 

I suppose you hay turned twenty-three.” 


Miss B-lle, on my left, was abstracted, 
And did not our words overhear, 
Nor knew she the answer expected 
‘As I whispered quite low in her ear, 


* And what would you take me for, Mary?” 
And then this small maiden perverse, 
From eut of abstraction, quite weary, 
' Responded,— For better or worse.” 
—Samuel Williams Cooper, 


“Wat's the speed of that horse?” was asked of 
an old colóréd man who was léading a sad-looking 
equine into a blacksmith-shor. ‘ Which way? 
“ Why, I don't see that it should make any diffgr- 
énce which way he's headed." ‘Dat's kase you 
doan’ own him. His speed when he's gwine home 
jist keeps a stop-watch bobbin’ all over, but when 
he’s comin’ away fum de ba'n you kin cotch his 
time by a terbacker-box.” 


THE OLD; OLD STORY, 
. Day is fine, 

. Church all style, 

. Preacher handsome, 
Women smile; 

Man in pulpit 

. Pounding book, 

. Married lady 

. Givs him look ; 

. Look’s returned, 

10. Each one feels 

11. Queer sensation 

12. Down to heels ; 

18. Few days later 

14. Daily press 

15. Chronicles scandal— 
16. Great distress ; 

17. Pastor's downfall, 
18. Lady’s bad break, 
19. Irate husband 

30. Follows.in wake ; 
21. Hotel reached, 

22. Register scanned, 
23. Man and wife, 

24, Scheme is planned ; 
25. Clerk leads way, 
26. Nest still warm, 

27. Birds hav flown 

28. The gath'ring storm ; 
29. Husband rushes 
80. Out for train, 

$1. Arrives too late— 
82. Foiled again; 

83. Goes back home, 
84. Heart is broke 

85. By an ingrate’s © 
86. Heartless stroke; 
37.. Reputation, 

3s. Love, and life 

89. All are nothing— 
40. Good-bye, wife! 
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T. M. HORNE. 

“You ought to join the church," said Deacon 
Pusher to another board of trade man the other 
day. “I know it, deacon, and I hav been feeling 
as though I would like to do it for a good spell 
back.” “Then why the mischief don't you do it !" 
said the deacon, as he made a memorandum to 
crowd Mickum to the wall at the first favorable 
opportunity. ‘There is one serious obstacle in 
the way.” “And what the Old Harry might that 
be?" * Well, the fact is, I am not religious—I hay 
no religion at all.” ‘Well, that is not at all neces- 
sary, my dear sir—not necessary at all. Humph! 
the ideal” “But, deacon, my convictions—" 
“ Convictions be hanged! What do we care for 
convictions? All we want is pew rent.” 


SPIRITUALISM 
Sustained 
By the Bible 


BY COL. JOHN R. KELSO. 


CONTENTS: 


SPIRITUALISM SUSTAINED BY THE BIBLE. 


SPIRITUALISM SUSTAINED BY THE CHRIS- 
TIAN CHURCH. 

SPrRITUALISM A NECESSITY IN GOD'S GEN- 
ERAL GOVERNMENT. 

SPIRITUAL MEDIUMSHIP. 


OBJECTIONS TO SPIRITUALISM ANSWERED. 


Like all Tux TRUTH SEEKER’s publications, the 
mechanical execution of the work is all that could 
be desired. Good paper, clear type—in short, a 
neat little volume. ` 

The primary object of the work, as its title indi- 
cates, is to sustain Spiritualism, but the absurdi- 
ties of the Christian religion, and the abomina- 
tions of the old Jew book, get a terrible shaking 
up. The book contains much to interest every 
intelligent reader. Colonel Kelso has done 
much acceptable work in the cause of Freethought 
and Liberalism all over the land. Send for his 
new book—read it—put it into the hands of every 
Christian, it will teach him that the way of the 
fool is foolishness. Every Liberal who reads it 
will certainly find his “Spiritual” strength re- 
newed.—John Peck. 


Bound in cloth, 245 pp., price $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
f 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


THE DAWNING, 


A NOVEL. 
* Oh, heaven! Apollo is once more among the 
herdsmen of Admetus, and the herdsmen now 


not it is the Sun-god !” 


An octavo volume of nearly 400 pages, bound in 
cloth. Price, $1.50. 


Address Tur TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


A CYCLOPEDIA FOR SALE. 
AFreethinker in picatiened circumstances desires 


to sell a set of Zell’s Encyc: lopedia, d edition 
for 1883, four large volumes bound in leather. 


Condition as good as new, DEUS $15. Address, 


Care of the Truth Seeker GL 38 Ghinton Place, 
New York. 


THE ORDER OF CREATION. 


Discussion Between 


Gladstone, Huxley, Muller, 
Linton, ‘Reville. 
On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
I. D fC fi ea and of hi. H 
awn o: i ip. B : 
WE Gladstone, o ^ Worship, Bron 


IL. The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 
preters of Nature. By Prof. T. H. Huxley. 
III. Postscript to Solar Myths. il Prof. Max 


‘A. Plea: for a Fair Trial. 
Gladst tone. 


IV. Proem to Genesis : 
y Hon. 


V. Dawn of Creation. pep AA Mr. Glad-. 


stone. By Albert Reville, D. 
VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis, By Prof. T. H. 


VI. A Protest anda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 
on. 


This is a new book and contains the latest discus-. 
sion on the mistakes of Moses, The names of the 
participants are a guarantee of its able character. 

' Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
83 Clinton Pl., New York 


WHATS TO BE DONE? 


A NIHILISTIC ROMANCE. 


By N. G. TOHERNYCHEWSEY. With a portrait 
of the Author. i anslated by BENT. 
UCKER. 


Written in Prison. Suppr ressed by the Czar, The 
Anthor Over Twenty Years an Exile in Sibe- 
ria. Russian Edition worth $600 a Copy. 

First American Edition Exhauste 
in four Days. Second now 


Ready. An Elegant 
Volume of 330 : 
Pages. 
PRESS COMMENTS : 


To call the book the “Uncle Tom's Cabin" of 
Nihilism is scarcely extravagance.—Boston Adver-- 


tiser. 
It is perhaps the book which has most power-- 
fully infiuenced the youth of Russia in their 


growth into Nihilism, and it is remarkable and. . 


noteworthy as a work which has played so impor- 
tant a part in the political and social history of 
the century.—Boston Cow 

Asa revelation of folk hfe it is invaluable; we 
hav no other Russian pictures that compare with 
it.—Providence Star. 

The characters are 80 str E and vidy drawn. 
that the interest in their fa becomes intense as. 
the thread of the narrativ is slowly unwound.— 
Boston Saturday Evening Gazette. 

hen we come to consider the publication of 
such books as Pilsubert “Salammbo ” and Tcher- 
nychewsky’s ‘ What's To Be Done?” we cannot. 
avoid the conclusion that something must hav 
happened to the society for the suppression of 
indecent literature.—St. Louis Republican, 


In cloth, $1; paper, 75 cents, 


Addness THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Olinton Place, New York. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
BY W. 8. BELL. 


“Iam very much pleased with it, and I wish the 
seventy thousand ministers of this country were 
oblige to purchase the pamphlet and read every 
wor 


Price 15 NM 
if29 
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A HINT TO BEECHER. 


BROTHER BrxourR: ‘ Lord, help !" 
BROTSER JOHN Jasper: ‘‘’Tain’t no use, 
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Brudder Beecher. Git offen dat platform er leff go de critter.” e * 


Bates and Clippings. 


Tue best government is that which governs 
best.—John Swinton. 


Ir is a burlesque on justice to refer to 


twelve opinionless fools as a jury of one's 


peers.—artha’s Vineyard Herald. 


A Boston paper boasts that there was rot 
a single arrest in that city Sunday. Evi- 
dently, says a Western paper, the Boston po- 


. lice are a pious lot and don't work Sunday. 


A xouNG Tunker in Wayne county, Pa., on 
one occasion announced that he would read 
for the morning's lesson ** Pislam Siv.” After 
reading awhile it flashed upon the congrega- 
tion that he meant Psalm civ. 


Says Sam Jones: “I would rather preach 


-the funeral of one gambler who was generous 


than the funeral of one hundred Methodists 
who were stingy. Anold skin flint! What 


. could a fellow do at a funeral like that ?” 


Ir you are poor, there ig one consolation— 


your heirs will not go into court to prove 


that you were an imbecil during your child- 
hood, an idiot at the time of your marriage, 


.-and a gibbering lunatic for years before you 
. died.— Za. 


A CnicAGo Presbyterian clergyman ‘aston- 
ished ‘his congregation the other morning 
while reading from the Bible. He was read- 


` (ing. the account: of the creation, and turned 


over'two leaves instead of one immediately 


““vafter: the words, ‘So God made woman.”: 
: ‘The:words which ‘he then read were, ‘‘ And 
"hemade.it out of gopher wood; fifteen cubits 
-. long. ‘he made it, and it was pitched within 


and without.” The parson had skipped frcm 
the creation of Eve to the building of the ark. 
This is the story as the Chicago Herald tells 


it. It would be more probable if the sen- 


tences quoted could be found in the Bible, 
but they can’t. 


We believe in electing women to public 
office, and. are glad to see that voters gen- | 
erally are willing to accord that privilege to 
the weaker sex. But we notice that they 
generally get the office that has no salary 
attached.—Boston Post. 


Soene at Harvard College: Junior (trans- 
lating New Testament): “ And the an’—and 
the Lord said, Lord said unto—unto Moses.” 
Here he hesitated and looked appealingly toa 
neighbor, who being also unprepared, whis- 
pered, ‘‘Skip it.” Junior (going on): ** And 
the Lord said unto Moses, skip it.” Great 
consternation ensued.— Teras Siftings. 


** My dear friend," said a minister at the 
bedside of a sick man, ** I want to call your 
attention to the blessed consolation which 
religion brings in hours of suffering and dan- 
ger——" “Pm much obliged to you," inter- 
posed the grateful patient, ** but you are too 
late." ‘Too late?" *' Yes, sir; my physi- 
cian says that the crisis is past, and all dan- 
ger is over." 

A Bosroy philanthropist and student of 
human nature bought a dozen cheap umbrel- 
las, had a nickel-plate inserted in each handle: 
on which was his address, and the request 
that the umbrella be returned, and on the 
first rainy day went out on the street and 
handed one to each umbrellaless woman that 
he met. All were returned within a week, 
but one, and in. place of that came a note 


saying that it had been stolen, and that the 
writer would pay for it. The next rainy day 
he handed the umbrellas to twelve unpro- 
tected men. He never saw but one of them 
again, and that was brought in by a friend 
who said that he had stolen it at a church 
festival. : ae 

A PonrLAND Chinaman wrote the following 
note to a lady who wanted to engage a cook: 
* Mrs Lady, Frianp Sux: You when at there 
told to me want to boy cooking. I had hav 
& boy is honest man he neat and clean and 
doing nicely that this one best one never you 
hav before like he does. I wish could take 
him.to stay with you and Leong Gitt recom- 
mend to him come to she." . 


Are the Hebrew youth degenerating? It 
would seem so from the American Hebrews 
view, of it:..'' The oppressor against whom 
the young Israelites of our day must take 
manful stand is the great tyrant, Indifference. 
He it is who desecrates our temples and holy 
days; heitis who forbids the observance of 
the Law.. It is he who sets up.the heathen 
idols of Mammon, Society, and Ostentation. 
It is he who places forbidden food on the 
altars of our homes. And what of the women 
of Israel of to-day? Alas! the pity and the 
shame of it! They do not shine resplendently 
beside those of the past.” B 


Tut Roman Catholic press has been tri- 


| umphantly announcing the news of the bap- 


tism of Manlio Garabaldi. The vaunted con- 
version, says the London Freethinker, turns 


‘out to be a pure invention. The widow of 


Garibaldi writes to the editor of the Turin 
Gazette, contradicting the “scandal.” She 
says, ** No such baptism has taken place, nor 
ever will take place, because we are all deter- 


mined to hold the traditions of the family 
intact, and to respect the will of my ever-to- 
be-deplored husband." Most of the ordinary 
Italian journals refused to insert the report, 
the strong anti-clerical opinion of the Gari- 
baldis being too well known to allow of belief 


_in the genuinness of the pious fabrication. 


AT a recent meeting of clergymen in San 
Francisco declarations were made in favor of 
freeing churches from taxation. The San 
Francisco Star says: ‘The doctrin that 
church or ecclesiastical property should be 
exempt from taxation is wrong in itself and & 
mistake in policy besides. The great head of 
the Christian church, by a most striking 
declaration, placed himself on record as a 
taxable under the Roman empire. If the 
Christian church desires to enforce honesty 
in the. public, it will not begin by avoiding to 
pay taxes. No matter how unaffectedly pious 
its motivs may be, its example will be a mill- 
ion times weightier. ‘If the church escapes 
taxation, I will escape. If I am not strong 
enough to escape by means of a law, I will 
escape any way I can.’ Right or wrong, such 
is the way in which the example will be used. 
Moreover, if church property does not pay, 
all secular property must pay for it, and thus 
we shall hav the largest denomination wor- 
shiping God at the expense of everybody 
else. No such scalping Christianity as that 
will command the respect of the public at 
large, nor should it. Pay up, gentlemen of 
the churches. You may not be able to find 
the amount of your church property tax in a 
fish, but you can in your pockets. Take 
thence the money, giv it to your financial 
officer, and say, ‘That take, and giv unto 
them for thee and me,’ ” 


Communications. 


Treland and the Papacy. — 


In one of my letters to “ D. C.,” published in Tar 
Trurn Szzkxn, March 27th, I said: ** You, my friend, 
the son of an Irishman, should not be ignorant of the 
history of your own people. Once they were free, 
happy, prosperous; and their manufactures, world- 
renowned, made your little island one of the richest 
on the globe. The arts and sciences flourished, and 
the many institutions of learning made Ireland the 
pride of Christendom. But Pope Adrian IV. changed 


all this, for, in 1155, he presented her to Henry H., |. 


and. one of his successors indorsed the gift by re- 
deeding her to Queen Mary, wife of Philip. For 
hundreds of years your once happy country was the 
scene of outrages almost unparalleled in history, and 
to-day Protestant England lords it over Catholic Ire- 
land, and points to your infallible pope as the prime 
cause.” I deemed it unnecessary to go further into 
details, presuming these facts to be well known to 
the reading world. They were intended as a gentle 
hint to “D. C.,” to refresh his memory on the early 
history of his nativ country, as he is not only an 
ardent Catholic, but an enthusiastic Irishman, and I 
did not see how he could consistently entertain loy- 
alty to Rome and Ireland at the same time. But afew 
weeks after the publication of the letter I noticed 
that Brother Macdonald had to substantiate my asser- 
tions, so I determined to write the matter up more 
in detail, and deciding it would be better to submit 
the original document, I had, of necessity, to wait 
till it was obtainable. 

The deeding of Ireland to the English brings in 
with it what is known as the “ Donation of Constan- 
tine,” as found in the “Decretals.” These “ Decre- 
tals” were a collection of the supposed decisions of 
the various church councils, from the second century 
up to their first exhibit at the synod of Chiersy, in 
857, and covered every disputed point that the for- 
mulators could possibly conceive. They were used 
by the popes to extend their power over the other 
bishops, and centralize at Rome. 

. As language changes very materially in even one 
hundred years, it has been shown, from the peculiar 
terms used, that the “ Decretals” were compiled not 
earlier than 800. The legends they contain are, in 
the main, false. 
—that of Pope Marcellinus. 
' It states that during the persecution of Diocletian, 
this pope was induced to sacrifice to the Roman gods. 
On receipt of the news, three hundred bishops held a 
council at Sinuessa, but decided that as Marcellinus 
was the supreme head of the church, he could be 
judged by no man. The pope admitted his guilt, and 
pronounced his own deposition on Aug. 23, 309. 

This legend was admitted into the Roman breviary 
as late as the sixteenth century, to inculcate the 
principle that, as the clergy could not depose the 
pope, the laity could neither judge nor interfere with 
the clergy. In his. contest with Sylvester, Pope 
Symmachus utilized it, as did also Xystus IIL, when 
he was accused of unchastity. 

Catholic historians now admit that no such council 
as that of Sinuessa was ever held. But the “ Decre- 
tals” answered the purpose for which they were 
written, and for centuries the popes: rode triumph- 
antly over the people by proudly pointing to these 
forgeries as evidences of their spiritual and temporal 
authority. The exposure did not cause Rome to re- 
linquish her claims, and, as I propose to show, in the 
deeding away of Ireland she acted as she even now 
claims the right to act—the disposition is good; the 
power only is wanting. She claims everything, here 
and hereafter. 

In 1558, Pope Paul IV. issued his bull, Cum ex 
Apostolatus Officio, and in order that there might be 
no question as to its having come direct from God, 
attached it, according to the ancient custom, to the 
door of St. Peter’s church. Many theologians held, 
and I believe still hold, that in order to make these 
documents authoritativ, they must go through this 
ceremony. The bull contains these three proposi- 
tions : 

1. The pope, who is Pontifex Maximus, is God's 
representativ on earth; has full authority and power 
over all nations and kingdoms ; he judges all, and can, 
in this world, be judged by none. 

2. All rulers, as well as bishops, as soon as they 
become tainted with heresy or schism, are irrevocably 
deposed without need of any legal formality; de- 
prived forever of all right of government, and incur 
sentence of death. In case of repentance, they are 
to be imprisoned in à monastery and do penance on 
bread and water for the remainder of their lives. 

3. None may giv aid to a heretical or schismatical 
prince, not even the mere services of common human- 
ity. Any monarch who does so forfeits his domin- 
ions, which lapse to princes obedient to the holy see. 

Pius V. in his examination of this bull expressly 
confirms and renews it. It was also affirmed in the 
23d proposition of the syllabus of Pius IX., Dec. 8, 
1864. ; 

Having thus determined her universal sovereignty 


Tuis TRUTH 


One will suffice to show this point 


-and, of necessity, her superiority to all laws, it fol- 


lows, as a natural sequence, that the holy father is at 
liberty to enter into any obligation and break it at 
his own sweet pleasure. So, in 1215, Innocent III. 
issued from the council of Lateran the manifesto that 
“oaths contrary to the interests of the church and 
to the precepts of the holy fathers are not oaths, but 
perjuries.” ` a 

Incidental to this was. the absolving of Christian 
princes from their oaths with non-Christian powers ; 
possibly the most glaring one being the breaking of 
the treaty with the Moors of Grenada on the pretext 
that “an oath to an Infidel is not. binding on a 
Christian." - l 

The Univers of July 22, 1871, speaking on this 
subject, says: “The concordats between Rome and 
civil states.are mot contracts, but temporary privi- 


leges, which the pope deigns to grant according to 


circumstances; mere concessions of which he always 
remains the master and sole judge, and which he can 
revoke at pleasure." 

The Civilta Cattolica, created into a Jesuit corpora- 
tion by Pius IX. and recognized as the papal official 
organ, on March 18, 1871, page 664, says: “The 
pope is sovereign judge over all civil laws. In him 
ihe two authorities, the temporal authority and the 


civil authority, are united, for he is the viear of Jesus. 


Christ, who was not only the eternal priest, but the 
king of kings and lord of lords. The pope, by virtue 
of his exalted dignity, is at the summit of the two 
powers." 

Even Brother Capel, who, by the way,is now in 
California, attending to the spiritual—let us hope 
not temporal—wants of a rich and pretty widow, in 
the London 7576s of Jan. 18, 1875, wrote: “ The 
church, as representativ of the spiritual power, and 
as the guardian of the divine law, can define the 
limits of her own powers, and consequently, ipso 


facto, those of the other powers [the civil]." 


As Rome owns everything, can make and break 


‘contracts at. pleasure, it follows that everyone must 


think just as she does; so, in his Encyclical Letter, 
Gregory XVI. calls liberty of conscience “an absurd 
maxim, an idle dream,” and his prime minister, Car- 
dinal Pacca, wrote: “ If under certain circumstances 
prudence demands their toleration [liberty of con- 
Science and freedom of the press], as one tolerates & 
lesser evil to avoid a greater, such doctrin never can 
be presented by a Roman Catholic as a good or de- 
sirable thing." This doctrin was strenuously upheld 
in all Catholic countries, and this letter of Gregory 


XVI. was only called forth on account of the action 


of various Catholic states in regard to what was 
known as the “Ecclesiastical Court.” 

In olden times this * Court" was in full sway. By 
an express provision of the canonical law, & layman 
was not a competent witness in a criminal suit against 
a clergyman. In other words, if a cleric debauched 


.& woman and was discovered by the husband or 


brother, their testimony would be inadmissible; and 
the woman, having no standing in court, could not 
testify But, even if a felon, a layman could testify 
in support of wills made in favor of pious objects. 
When the Spaniards conquered Mexico, Peru, and 
adjacent countries, this “Court” was instituted, and 
held to be perfectly legal. Foreigners began to 
crowd in, and the nativ estimation of the priestly 
character underwent a change. New Grenada passed 
a law for the protection of her daughters, and only 
asked that when a criminal charge was pending 
against a priest, he should suspend the exercise of 
his spiritual functions. 

But Pius IX., on Sept. 27, 1852, in his allocution, 
Acerbissimum, placed the whole country under ban. 
On Dec. 15, 1856, he treated Mexico likewise, for 
daring to say she had rights which the papacy was 
bound to respect. Failing to carry his point, the 
expedition of Maximilian was started, and a widowed, 
heartbroken, and insane wife is all that now remains 
of it—a monument to papal greed. 

It is a fair proposition that if A owns everything, 
and if B, even after working sixteen hours a day, 
should manage to accumulate a competency, the com- 
petency belongs to A. This, I believe, no lawyer will 
deny. So, in 1866, Pope Pius IX., who owned ev- 
erything, issued: his Bolla di Composizione, which 
pardons what we Infidels would call a thief or a gam- 
bler, provided he donate a certain portion (about 
three per cent) of his ill-gotten gains to pious pur- 
poses; and, as the document reads, “he may keep 
and possess the remainder in good faith, as his own 
property, justly earned and acquired,” provided he be 
unacquainted with the party from whom he stole. I 
hav no doubt that your Catholic “ boodle aldermen " 
had this Bolla in view when they made their steal. 
Three per cent would buy a very handsome stained 
glass window for some church. I would recommend 
for the next the legend of their savior discoursing on 
what belonged to God and Ceesar. l 

Owning the whole earth, Rome must of necessity 
hav engrafted on her system many things which ap- 
pealed to the feelings of her various popes. She 
gathers, but never distributes. She relies on the 
past; the theory of evolution, of any change, has no 
place in her memory. Founded at a time when slav- 
ery was a universal custom, it has become one of her 
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strongholds. “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” was promptly. 


‘placed on the list of prohibited books, because it was 


opposed to that * divine institution.”. Montalembert 
admits the persistent hostility of Pius IX. during our 
late civil war, ang it is an open secret that had it not 


been for the uncompromising loyalty of the late 


Archbishop Hughes, who was a confidential adviser 
and warm personal friend of both Lincoln and Sew- 
ard, Rome would hav arrayed herself on the side of 
the South. Of the following incident I hav a per- 
sonal knowledge. ts 

A relativ of the late Cardinal McCloskey, ther- 
archbishop of Álbany, was caught spying in Wash- 
ington. Hughes persistently refused to utilize his 
friendship with Lincoln to obtain his release. Church | 
influence was brought to bear upon him, but he an- 
swered, “The Union first, friendship afterward." 
The spy was eventually released, but loyalty to the 
Union, and hatred of slavery, deprived the greatest 
Catholic ecclesiastic of this age of the cardinalate. 
But slavery is fast passing away, and let us hope that 
the pope may depart with her. 

If it were not for Rome, many of the relics of a 
barbarous age would hav passed completely from 
sight and been known to us only through the pages 
of history. The emasculation of male attendants is . 
considered by the Turk to be the only security for 
his harem, and Rome has engrafted this on her sys- 
tem. There is a law which expressly prohibits 
women singing in the presence of the holy father. 
Whence, then, those female voices in the papal choir? 
The poor son of peasant parents, showing a natural 
gift for song, is emasculated, carried to the pope's 
choir, and his youthful voice utilized in singing songs 
in praise of a deity whose earthly representativ has 
80 foully debauched him. 

I hav gone into details possibly more fully than 
was necessary, certainly more fully than I had orig- 
inally intended; but I desired to trace the actions 
and claims of Rome, up to date. None can reason- 
ably dispute the authenticity of the documents 
quoted, and as the holy church insists that every 
claim she indulges in to-day was indulged in by the 
first pope, the inference is obvious. 

As stated before, the “ Donation of Constantine” 
is to be found in the “Decretals.” It purported 
being a gift from Constantine to Pope Sylvester, of 
the city of Rome, the late Papal States, and other 
undefined portions of the earth, which, owing to the 
geographical ignorance of the forger, were mentioned 
in rather ambiguous language. It read as follows: 


~- We donate as a free gift to our most blessed father, Syl- 
vester the pope; the city of Rome and the cities of all Italy, . 
as well as the cities of the other Western countries. To 
make room for him, we abdicate our sovereignty over all 
these provinces and we withdraw from Rome, transferring 
the seat of our empire to Byzantium, since it is not just that 
a terrestrial empire should exist where God has placed the 
head of religion, : p 


As it was necessary to giv a reason for such a 
munificent gift, of what he did not own, it was stated 
that Constantine had been struck by leprosy. The 
pagan priests assured him that the only cure 
was to take a bath in the fresh blooď of. infants. 


‘But the tender heart of this noble emperor—who had 


already committed seven murders, and among them 
his wife and son—could not resist the appeals of 
the mothers of the selected infants, and he hero- | 
ically concluded to sacrifice himself. by refusing his 
only means of cure. The good God, who had only 
been experimenting with him as he had been in yore. 
with Job, rewarded his noble purpose by a vision in 
which he was told to apply to Pope Sylvester. ` This 
he did, was cured, baptized, and in return presented 
his benefactor with other peoples’ property, not to 
mention certain continents hitherto undiscovered. 


The three great authorities always quoted in re- 
gard to the fourth century—“ Historia Tripartita,” 
and the chronicles of Jerome and Isidore— are silent 
on the subject of this gift. In fact, Eusebius directly 
contradicts it, for he states emphatically that he him- 
self (if my memory serves me) baptized Constantine 
on his dying bed. As Eusebius was, if not a pro- 
nounced Árian, at least deeply imbued with the prin- 
ciples of that sect, it is hardly possible that the em- 
peror would hav selected him for his confessor, and 
then rewarded Rome, the avowed enemy of Arianism. 

It is questionable when the “donation” was first 
utilized. Itis said that Pope Gelasius (492) made 
mention of it, and it is also stated that Adrian I. 
quoted it to Charlemagne when that barbarian was 
claiming the whole earth. If either did mention it, 
it was merely as a legend; they exhibited no docu- 
ment. A variety of accounts were rife, each differing 
from the others on some vital point, and there seemed 
to be no common ground on which all could stand, 
till the appearance of the document in the latter part 
of the ninth century. M 

Beyond the document itself, which was claimed to 


"be in the Lateran church, there is nothing commem- 


orativ of the gift. Rome, so prolific of monuments, 


a city wherein a cathedral would be raised in honor 
‘of the toe-nail of some alleged martyr, contains noth- 


ing but a Zophoros in the Lateran Basilica to remind 
the world of a gift, which, if ever made, and legal, 
raised the holy father from penury to wealth. Even 
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the costumes on this Zophoros show it was not pro- 
. duced earlier than the twelfth century. - 

‘In regard to the legality of the donation, even ad- 
mitting all the church claims, there can be no argü- 
ment. A Roman emperor was ¥lected to his office, 
and “could only enlarge, not diminish, the empire.” 
But the church was ingenious in her arguments. 
“Constantine was the spiritual son of Sylvester, by 
baptism,” and therefore the pope was his spiritual 
heir. As all good Christians admit, and the church 
teaches, that the spiritual is above the temporal, and 
as the spiritual contains within itself the temporal, 
being his spiritual heir, the pope, of necessity, was 
his temporal heir. In fact, there was in reality no 
necessity for the “donation.” The spiritual act of 
baptism included the temporal act of the donation. 

` Christendom accepted this definition, and the peo- 
ple prayed and payed, while the clerics preyed and 
played. Nothwithstanding this general acceptance, 
the church always took care, and I believe takes care 
to-day, to hav a secular document: properly executed 
and filed whenever she buys a piece of property. 

Nine hundred years ago it was the current belief 
that the year 1000 would see the end of the world. 
The precursors to our present Salvation Army 
marched through the land proclaiming that as the end |. 
was nigh, they were prepared to “follow Jesus any- 
where, everywhere,".and the Moody and Sankey of 
that day sang.“ Hold the Fort,” without the “ General 
Corse” addendum. The people were so awakened to 
a realization of the inutility of further holding tem- 
poral possessions, which were so soon to be burnt up, 
that they doriated them to the church. Hundreds of 
noble families in England, notwithstanding the fact 
that their land already belonged to Rome, deeded it 
to the church. Then the good. God repented, the 
earth was saved, and the church enjoyed her tèm- 
poralities till the time of Henry VIII., when, on being 
called upon to show her title, she exhibited, not the 
* donation," but the deeds forced from-a credulous 
people, made weakly superstitious by her teachings. 

As it will be necessary to select some history of 
Ireland asa guide, I hav chosen that by Thomas 
D’Arcy McGee, for the following reasons. He was an 
uncompromising Irishman and a faithful compiler of 
facts. Moreover, his work is published by D. & J. 
Sadlier, of New York, who, as publishers of the 
Tablet, the official organ of the late cardinal, are 

- equally uncompromising as Catholics, and would not, 
. under any circumstances, publish anything deroga- 

tory to the church. ; . 

7 I proposé gleaning most of my facts from McGee. 

The position of Ireland in the intellectual world 
was that of a leader ; she would remind one of the 

-position of Moorish Grenada prior to her destruction 
by Ferdinand the Catholic; the center of attraction 

^for men of letters. In speaking of this, McGee says : 
“ The intellectual leadership of Western Europe, the 
glorious ambition of the greatest nations, has been 
in turn obtained. by Italy, France, Britain, and Ger- 
many. From the middle of the sixth to the middle 
of the eighth century, it will hardly be disputed that 
that leadership devolved on Ireland. . . The 
number of her schools, and the wisdom, energy, and 
zealof her masters, retained for her that proud dis- 
tinction for two hundred: years." 


Every province had its university, with numerous 
-smaller schools, which were conducted on a more 
liberal scale than our free schools. “ They derived 
their maintenance, not from taxing the pupils, but in 
the first instance from public endowments. They 
were essentially free schools; not only free as to the 
lessons given, but the venerable Bede tells us they 
supplied free bed and board and. books to those who 
resorted to them from-abroad.” It is claimed that 
the students at these universities numbered one, two, 
three, and in one instance as many as seven thousand. . 
. Europe was flooded with their graduates, and so 
highly were they esteemed that being able to point 
to one of them as his Alma Mater was almost a sure 
guarantee for obtaining a position in a foreign col- 
_ lege. The chronicles of the times are filled with the 
names Of Ireland’s illustrious sons who carved their 
way to fortune in foreign lands. 
McGee says further: * When we remember that 
all the books were MSS., that even paper had not 
yet been invented, that the best parchment was 
equal to so much beaten gold, and a perfect MS. 
was worth a king's ransom, we may better estimate 
the difficulties in the way of the scholar of the seventh 
century. This is so, for a dispute over a MS. led 
to a war known as “the Battle of the Book.” 
.: About 1153, Dermott Mucmorrough, king of 
Leinster, a man notorious for his gross immorality, 
abducted the wife of Ororic, prince of Breffney. 
Various chieftains espoused. the cause of Ororie, and 
Macmorrough was driven from the island. He took 
refuge in England and swore fealty to Henry II. 
Captivated by the glowing accounts given him of the 
country, Henry sent John of Salisbury to Rome to 
‘ask the concurrence of the pope to his proposed in- 
vasion of Ireland. ` 
i" The papal chair was then occupied by Nicholas 
Breakspeare, an Englishman, under title of Adrian 
IV., who had made his way to Rome a few years be- 


fore, and by his astuteness had succeeded in mount- 
ing it. Historians differ as to the methods used. 

On the representations of the English ambassador, 
Adrian donated Ireland to Henry, writing him a let- 
ter to that effect, and, as it was customary in those 
days to send a token, forwarded the English king a 
gold ring set with an emerald: : 

I do not propose quoting the entire letter, only 
the salient points. It was addressed: l i 


Rex Angliae Insulam Hyberniam ingrediatur ut populum 


pensio. 

He then cooly authorizes Henry to invade Ireland 
“in order to extirpate the vice and wickedness of the 
nativs,” “to oblige them to pay yearly from every 
house one denarius [about ore penny] to the see of 
Rome," givs him “entire authority over the island,” 
commands “all the inhabitants to obey him as 
sovereign,” and invests. him with the “fullest pow- 
ers, all for the.glory of God and the salvation of the 
souls of men.” 

The monetary part of the transaction is as follows: 


Ht de singulis domibus annuam unius denarii beato Petri 
velle solvere pensionem. 


And again: 

Jure nimirum Ecclesiarum illibato et integro permanente, 
et salva beato Petro et sacrosanctae Romanae ecclesiae de 
singulis domibus annua wnias denarii pensione. 

Richard, earl of Strigul, surnamed Strongbow, un- 
dertook the task of conquering the island, and, as- 
sisted by Maurice Fitzgerald and Robert Fitzstephen, 
two Welsh nobleman, and a horde of Flemish, 
Welsh, and Cornish archers, and numerous men-at- 
arms, landed on the Irish coast. McArruur. 

(CONCLUDED NEXT WEEK.) 
—e 


Colonel Ingersoll’s Humanity. 


Colonel Ingersoll's.speeches are always full of sal- 
vation for humanity, but his late “Lay Sermon,” to me, 
surpasses all his previous public utterances for its 
humane and sympathetic spirit, and his disposition to 
help the oppressed, robbed, and’ enslaved toiler and 
wealth-producer. I wish that sermon could be pro- 
claimed from every pulpit and rostrum in the civil- 
ized (?) world. I wish every man who calls himself a 
Liberal, Freethinker, or humanitarian to ponder, and 
apply to himself, the noble, manly, humane spirit and 
purpose of that timely and much-needed speech. It 
answers the question, “What shall we do to be 
saved?” It directly or impliedly condemns the in- 
human, orthodox laws and customs of government 
and society, which rob man of his natural right to 
land and the products of his labor. He shows his 
great goodness and philanthropy when he acknowl- 
edges that his having owned much land was wrong 
in prineiple and incompatible with the spirit and 
purpose of the Secular Union and all true progress. 
He virtually and truly tells us that. land, like all 
other elements and matter not the result of human 
labor, is the free and unbought inheritance of every- 
one on earth, to use, but not buy or sell or monopo- 
lize. He struck the keynote of the significance of 
life and how to make the most of it for ourselvs and 
others by dealing justly with all, by helping to sup- 
ply all human wants, and each one earning his own 
living and ceasing to liv on the labor of others. 

` What a truthful and comprehensiv proposition he 
stated: “If nobody has too much, everybody will 
hav enough!" That proposition condemns the pres- 
ent barbarous and predatory practices of society as 
much as any Nihilist, Socialist, or Communist does. 
He says: “This is no country for Anarchy, for we 
hav free speech.” But that is.& question. Hav we 
free speech? No; I think we are as far from having 
free speech as we are from having justice done to 
labor. The brilliant and inspiring Ingersoll would 
impress—and so would I—upon all minds that the 
chief and only object of human life is to be happy 
and help others to be happy, and that to do this we 
must cease this grasping selfishness—this “me and 
mine” spirit—this appropriating to our own use and 
possession what by nature and justice belongs to 
others. That *Lay Sermon” as a whole is the most 
important and practical one that was ever preached 
at a Liberal convention, for it tells Liberals what 
they must do, and how they must liv, and that no 
one can be fully happy while one human being is 
treated unjustly, and his or her wants unsupplied. 
Oh, what a scene does our Christian civilization pre- 
sent to the mind sensitiv to right and justice! No 
true, humane Liberal and Freethinker can for a mo- 
ment uphold the legal robbing and iniquities every- 
where practiced, and the spirit of greed, which, as 
the colonel says, would, if possible, bottle the air 
and make people pay for breathing. Let each Lib- 
eral who owns much more land than he should, or 
who is living on high rents or rates of interest, 
which makes some brother a slave to earn, seriously 
ponder the truths uttered by Colonel Ingersoll, and 


tical reformer and humanitarian. The time has come 
when the test of a true man, a true reformer, a true 
Infidel to orthodoxy, is, How much humanity is there 
in him or her? how much does he do to help his fel- 
low-man, to relieve hig wants and make him happy? 


Adrianus Papa gratum et acceptum habet quod Henricus | 


ilum legibus subdat, ita tamen ut annua Petro solvatur |: 


resolve that he will, as far as possible, be a true, prac-. 


This should be, and in time will be, the test of all hu- 
man opinions, theories, and institutions. Colonel 
Ingersoll closes his great, unsurpassed sermon by de- 
claring that while he livs he is going to do all he can 
for his fellow-man. What a happy world we shall 
hav when every man and woman with the same spirit 
and feeling makes the same resolve! Long liv that 
eloquent tongue to plead the cause of humanity ! 
J. H. Coor. 


Missions. i 

Henry M. Stanley, the African explorer, is in town, 
lecturing. Last week the Methodist ministers invited 
him to answer them some questions. One of them 
was as to the personal safety on the Congo of 
strangers, and another was as tothe dangers to mis- 
sionaries. In reply, Mr. Stanley said that strangers 
were safe if they behaved themselvs, and missionaries 
were all rigħt when they were honest. He related 
several incidents where missionaries had cheated the 
nativs in trading, and said that most of the hardships 
of missionaries were the result of their dishonesty. 

There is no greater fraud in the church than this 
mission fraud, and probably Stanley could, if he 
would, disclose a great deal. Whether in Africa or 
India, the Christian missions are colossal swindles. 
In Saladin’s “ God and His Book,” he has extracted 
from numerous books evidence sufficient, if generally 
known, to reduce the contributions to the Methodist 
million for missions among honest folks. The fol- 
lowing quotations, says Saladin, I beg to bring most 
respectfully under the notice of all such as believe 
that the gospel of Christ shall yet cover the whole 
earth : 

*I was told that all the Khitmutargs in Calcutta 
were Christians. I was surprised to hear this, and 
asked him to what church they belonged. ‘Oh, sir,’ 
he replied, ‘they do not belong to any church ; but 
they will eat pork and drink brandy’” (Minturn’s 
New York to Delhi). 

“The London committee concealed the report of 
the Madras committee, lest the subscriptions should 
be withdrawn from so hopeless an enterprise” (India 
and the Gospel, Clarkson, sec. 5). 

* He attributed the, exaggerated accounts of con- 
versions to the necessity of creating a sensation at 
home [in England] at public meetings, in order to 
raise money ” (Six Years in India, vol. i, chap. 2). 

* The custom of paying Hindoo converts is so uni- 
versal that the slightest success in Hindoostan would - 
eat up the revenues of the East India Company” 
(Edinburgh Review, vol. xii). 

* Àn inquiry made some years ago at Bangaloreby 
& deputation from England resulted in the discovery 
that the converts and their families were nearly all of 
them stipendiaries of the mission" (Way to Lose 
India). 

* The whole of them are rescued from poverty, and 
procure a comfortable subsistence by their conver- 
sion " (Observ. on Pres. State). 

* The influence of the English missions is an abso- 
lute nullity; they reckon no other proselytes than 
orphans, whom the missionaries purchase, and who, 
when they grow up, all return to the religion of their 
countrymen ” (L’Inde Aug., vol. iii). : 

“T hav reason to believe that converts hav in some 
cases been again and again baptized by the same 
minister to swell the number of candidates, and in- 
duce the belief that the work of conversion was 
steadily advancing” (Land of the Veda, chap. xvii). 

“The preachers hav sometimes [in Ceylon] bap- 
tized two or three hundred infants and elder children 
at a time (they are paid in proportion to the number); 
indeed, almost all the Buddhist priests in the mari- 
tim provinces are persons who hav been baptized in 
their infancy " (Campbells Recoll., chap. vii). 

* With respect to the baptism of converts in Jeru- 
salem, it is, as far as I know, framed to an accommo- 
dation with the most modern Judaism. Six thousand 
piastres (£50) are offered to the convert as a premium ; 
other advantages are said likewise to be consider- 
able” (Tischendorf, Trans.).: 

“As they could not make converts at Jerusalem, 
Protestant Jews were brought hither at the expense 
of English missionary societies. The process was 
costly ; it is estimated that each has cost the mission 
about £4,500” (Taylor's Lands of the , Saracen, 
chap. v). 

“The Protestants giv earnest money and demoral- 
ize families. When a father sternly rebukes his chil- 
dren it is not unusual for them to reply with the 
insolent threat, ‘I'll goto the mission’” (Mislin, Les 
Lieux Saints, vol. iii, chap. xxviii). Aine 

“Converts from the Jews receive baptism in dif- 
ferent cities before they reach Jerusalem, where they 
are finally re-baptized. Baptism was the 


‘only good business we had, and who has spoiled it? 


The Jews themselvs, by underselling one another" 
(Jews in the Hast, vol. ii, chap. ii). 

* No one will hav anything to do with a ‘mission- 
ary boy,’ if he can possibly get another. One broad 
truth remains, that, in attempting to convert'a South 
Sea Islander into a Christian, the missionaries rarely 
fail to convert an innocent and industrious savage 
into an idle and worthless scoundrel” (Advances of 
Australia, by the Hon. H. Finch-Hatton, pp. 144-5). 
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Chicago Secular News. 


Last Sunday evening Col. A. J. Grover gave a very 
‘able lecture before the Chicago Secular Union on 
* Romanism; or, Danger Ahead.” The hall was 
crowded, and the discussion following the lecture 
animated, several Catholics speaking in the debate— 
among them P. J. Dusey, the Irish labor agitator, 
who was arrested with the Anarchists last May, and, 
for some unexplained reason, discharged. ` On the 
labor question Mr. Dusey was very radical, and had 
often held forth among the Lake Front orators, and 
for this reason it has been persistently asked, Why 
was this discrimination made in favor of Mr. Dusey? 
Was it because Mr. Dusey was a Roman Catholic, 
and an Irishman? 
nel Grover’s lecture, the gentleman, who has always 
been a Catholic, bravely solves the problem; and it is 
to be hoped that Freethinkers who hav permitted 
themselvs to be influenced by the press of Chicago 
will make a note of Mr. Dusey’s words. When the 
true inwardness of the Anarchists’ arrest and trial is 
divulged, it will be found, as has by many been main- 
tained, to hav moved along that old line of Romish 
persecution which began away back in the centuries, 
and whose Jesuitical influence shadows the civiliza- 
tion of to-day. 

The synopsis of the lecture is from the Chicago 
Times. 

The meeting was called to order by the president, 
Mr, E. A. Stevens. Col. A. J. Grover was intro- 
duced, and read a paper on “ Romanism ; or, Danger 
Ahead." 


He commenced by asking, ‘‘ What is Romanism?” and 
stated that only short, inadequate answers could be given to 
the question in a half-hour’s paper. The officials of the 
Romau church claim that its whole outfit—creed and creden- 
tials—are directly from God. This stupendous falsehood 
and fraud could only find acceptance in credulity inconceiv- 
able if the credulity were not an indisputable fact. Human 
nature has an animal and a spiritual side. The Roman 
church has always found its material on the animal side, and 
as the animal in man greatly predominates, therefore Roman- 
ism has had a-fruitful field and a rich harvest. Cockle burrs 
and Canada thistles grow on & farm without cultivation; if 
they were cultivated, what a crop they would produce! The 
Roman church is cultivating the cockle burrs and thistles 
which spring from the animal side of human nature, and no 
wonder the crop is abundant. Romanism ‘is a despotism.. 
It is, command and obey. It is credulity under the heel of 
infallibility, fear cowering before arrogance, simplicity in the 
toils of subtle fraud. It is the body of which the doctrin, 
‘The end justifies the means,” is the soul. 

About two years ago the head of this body issued his bull 
against the progressiv tendencies of the age, free schools, free 
press, free thinking, Freemasonry, and a Republican govern- 
ment. Every good Romanist is bound to be opposed to 
Freemasonry, free schools, and secret societies. Yet popery 
itself is a secret society, and has always maintained itself by 
secret conclaves and conspiracies against the freedom of the 
human mind. It has done its work in all ages underground. 
It has never rendered any account to those who hav contrib- 
uted to its revenues. The public is excluded from its coun- 
cils, convents, and nunneries, from which seldom either 
report or victim escapes. The oaths administered to its ec- 
clesiastics render all other obligations void at the option of 
the pope. ; . 

It has issued, and no doubt will again, secret orders to 
plunder and assassinate heretics—the French Huguenots for 
instance. The machinery of the Inquisition was secret. The 
Bible has been kept as far as possible a sealed book, and it 
has persecuted or killed every thinker it could not silence, 
when it could do so with impunity, and it now attacks free 
schools, lest the children should become educated. 

It pretends to save eternally or damn forever, the former 
for cash and credulity and the latter because cash and credu- 
lity are withheld. To make this trade in heaven and hell a 
success Rome has been a deadly enemy to all intelligence ex- 
cept of its officials, all secret organizations but its own, and 
all sovereignties but that of the pontiff. Its vast resources, 
sucked into its coffers by syphons of superstition, enable it 
to spread itself along the path of civilization like a pesti- 
lence. It often goes ahead of civilization, and by its fatal 
grip and sting and poison paralyzes the half-savage mind, 
and renders nations poor, degraded, idiotic. Italy, Spain, 
Ireland, Mexico, and Lower Canada sufficiently illustrate its 
deadly work. 

Jreland would hav been free long ago but for the taxation 
levied upon her starving people by the Romish church. Ire- 
land will never be well fed, educated, or hav Home Rule as 
long as she submits to be taxed by Rome as she has been and 
pow is. She is ridden to death by popery and landlordism. 
The pope rides in the saddle; the landlord rides behind. 
Both must be unhorsed before Ireland will be free. Home 
rule now would be Rome rule. Two tyrants are better than 
one for Ireland. Spain has had home rule, but she has been 
under the heel of Rome, and is the most degraded, poor, and 
ignorant of all the civilized nations as the result of more than 
twelve centuries of dominant popery. In Portugal, Italy, 
the South American states, Mexico, Lower Canada, and Que- 
bec popery has sucked the vitality of the people like a 
vampire. 

What has been done for these countries will be done for 
the United States if they yield to the demands of Rome as to 
free schools and Rome rule of cities and large towns. In 
1790 only every twentieth man of the population was a 
Roman Catholic; now, according to the best data, about 
every sixth or seventh man is a Romanist. Iu New York city 
every third man is a Roman Catholic. The property of the 
Roman church has increased to an enormous aggregate, all 
of. which is exempt from taxation. Thus indirectly every 
man who pays taxes is assessed to support the Roman church, 
as well as every Protestant church. Expensiv churches, 
cathedrals, convents, and nunneries are being built all over 
the land, and the attendance at these churches is generally 
five or six times as large us the attendance at Protestant 
churches. Saddest fact of all, Protestants directly and indi- 
rectly pay very largely to the revenues of Rome. More than 
$15,000 has been paid directly from the treasury of New York 
eity within the last fifteen years to help support Catholic 
schools, convents, and other institutions run in the interest 
of Romanism. The lot on which the great cathedral in New 


In the criticisms following Colo- 


York stands, worth a million, was sold for the city by Bill 
Tweed for one dollar. 

Yet, does Beecher, does Robert Collyer, does any Prot- 
estant clergyman in New York or Brooklyn, thunder against 
these iniquities? If not, why not? One reason is, Protest- 
antism is only a slight departure from Romanism. Another 
reason is, the politicians want the Roman vote, and require 
the silence of the Protestant pulpit. When Ingersoll lectures, 
the Protestant clergy and press open fire all along the line. 
Is Romanism less obnoxious than Freethinking? Popery is 
the same now as in Luther’s time. Yet Protestantism is 
helping to build Catholic cathedrals, while celebrating 
Luther’s birthday and erecting bronze statues to him. The 
present condition of political parties enables Rome to dictate 
the political situation and the success and defeat of candi- 
dates; its vast revenues enable it to buy legislation and judi- 
cial decisions when needed. Gibbons, the successor of 
McCloskey, was recently crowned king of Catholics at Balti- 
more with greater pomp and expense than any king or em- 
peror in the Old World during the last fifty years. hat an 
incongruous spectacle in & republic! The pope himself at 
length seems to be driven from Italy. Why should he not 
take up his residence in New York? No man now thinks of 
running for office until he has assured Rome that he is as 
good as a Romanist, or that his son is a Jesuit priest, or has 
married a Roman Catholic, or that his daughters hav joined 
the Roman Catholic church or gone to & convent. The 
friends of Blaine contracted for the Roman vote at the last 
election and expected it. The ‘‘Rum, Romanism, and Re- 
bellion” alliteration of honest but indiscreet Mr. Burchard 
defeated Mr. Blaine. The Roman votes were not all deliv- 
ered as per contract. It was a big job to transfer for the 
first time several millions of ignorant voters from the Demo- 
cratic to the Republican side. The priests acted in good 
faith, however. But the delivery will be made next timg un- 
less the Democrats can raise Mr. Blaine’s bid. Chicago has 
recently witnessed the successful transfer. And President 
Cleveland, as well as Blaine, is doing his level best, by ap- 
pointments and otherwise, to please Romanists. He is af- 
fectionately kissing the pope's foot whenever it is struck out. 
He sent Secretary Lamar to Baltimore with his autograph 
letter of congratulation to Cardinal Gibbons, when he was 
crowned king. But Mr. Blaine soon went him several points 
better by giving his two daughters to Rome, as Lot threw 
his to the mobin Sodom. Having only two for the sacrifice, 
his son married another from the ranks of Rome. Blaine 
has now three daughters in the Roman Catholic church. 
There is luck in odd numbers. With one foot in the Prot- 
estant church and the other iz the Roman, Mr. Blaine will 
get the almost solid Roman vote, and enough Protestant to 
elect him in 1888. 

Then what will he do for Rome in return for the presidency ? 
Rome controls.the newspapers, has policed the cities, and in 
some instances elected the mayor and school board. "Will 
Protestantism continue to cower and sneak? Will free 
schools succumb? Will Freemasonry surrender? Will 
office and vote mongers sell the liberty of this country to 
Rome for party success? The oath of allegiance cf Roman- 
ists is not worth the paper on which it is written the moment 
the pope sees fit to require it to be disregarded. Every true 
Romanist owes a higher allegiance to the pope and the church 
than he owes or can owe to any government on earth. All 
good Catholics believe that the American Ccnstitution is 
Atheistic and oppressiv to the church; that it is not, forthat 
reason, binding on his conscience. All men who believe in 
obedience to the pope, as against every other obligation, 
should be excluded from citizenship. Judges Zane and 
Powell, of Utath, hav recently held that Mormonism is neces- 
sarily antagonistic to the government. If so, a thousand 
times more is Romanism. Every Romanist should be re- 
quired to take an iron-clad oath, forever renouncing the 
sovereignty of the pope before becoming a citizen, and Con- 
gress should at once provide the necessary legislation. The 
adherents of Jeff Davis and Joe Smith united are not half as 
dangerous to the republic as the Roman Catholics. Lafay- 
ette predicted that ‘‘if ever the liberty of the American re- 
public is destroyed it will be the work of the Catholic 
priests.” Religious liberty must be preserved. But religious 
liberty is not liberty to destroy liberty. It is not liberty to 
set aside oaths or grant indulgence to crime. These should 
be indictable offenses. He did not say that the Roman 
church never did any good. It has always sugar-coated its 
iniquitous system with a thin varnish of good works. It will 
remain true that à good Catholic cannot be a good citizen of 
the republic. No man can serve two masters. This countr 
cannot long remain half free and half Roman Catholic. 
numerical minority, wielded as a political unit, is equal to a 
majority. There is no country or spot on the globe where 
Romanism has power that liberty survives in. Liberty and 
papacy cannot coexist. It the whole history of Romanism 
proves this, what ground is there to hope this country will 
prove an exception? 


After an announcement by the president that Pro- 
fessor Somers would giv an illustrated lecture on 
phrenology the next Sunday evening, the floor was 
given to the critics. P. J. Dusey said: 

The gentleman has spoken about policeing the city with 
Catholics. If I was a Protestant, I would be in the county 
jail with the eight men condemned to death. I was a Cath- 
olic, and so I am free. They asked me if I was a Catholic. 
I said I was. Mr. Firthman (a detectiv) said, ** Don't you 
think it a shame that you, a Catholic, should be in this con- 
spiracy?" I said, ‘‘ We are not in any conspiracy ; it is you 
who are the conspirators.” It is time that the American 
people rise in their might, and I will go as a witness and tell 
what I know. They tried to say I was a Swede. They, the 
police, asked my wife if I wasn'taSwede. For once I found 
Patrick was a lucky name. I was arrested three times, and 
let go because I was a Catholic. And I would ask any man 
here, what is the use of swearing if you don’t believe in an 
oath? Catholicism is running Chicago, and in New York 
Dr. McGlynn has been summoned to Rome. I am a Free- 
thinker, and although I go to cburch, I do not agree with 
everything that is said there. 


A young Catholic gentleman followed Mr. Dusey. 
The lecturer, he said, denounces the Bible, and 
wishes he was a Freemason, and he can’t be a Mason 
and denounce the Bible. Solomon, we are told, was 
the wisest man. Solomon was a religious man, and 
his sayings hav helped to form governments, to form 
men themselvs. The speaker concluded by asserting 
that Solomon had formed Irishmen, and for this rea- 
son they were the strongest men, and finally sat 
down demoralized, amid much laughter and ap- 
plause. 


General Trumbull said : 


There are one or two points in the lecture with which I 
cannot agree. Colonel Grover says that he believes that the. 
order of Masons is destined to save liberty in this ceuntry 
against the encroachments of Rome. Had he been a Mason, 
he would ‘never hav made that prophecy. Another point I 
dissent from is this, that the Protestant churches vary but 
little from Romanism in their tendency to suppress liberty. 
As political organizations, the difference is too wide for con- 
trast. The Protestant sect is loyal to this. country, and the 
Catholic sect is not; and that is an immense difference. Ont 
of the consciousness of a Roman Catholic, born, baptized, 
and educated in the Roman church, I would hav held it as 
an insult if any man had accused me of being true to my 
country, when the pope demanded my allegiance. That is 
the danger from Romanism. The danger from Romanism is 
the conspiracies of Romanism. This little society that meets 
here has done more to thwart Romanism than all the Masonic 
societies in Chicago. The Roman Catholic vote is the only 
vote in this country that is organized in the interests of a 
foreign power. . 


Mr. Gravelet said: 


I was raised as a Catholic, but I am now an Agnostic. 
Half of my time in school was put in in praying. I became 
convinced through investigation that the Roman religion is 
the invention of man. It reflects the people who bav made 
it. It is my experience in the church that has made me 
stand with an organization of Freethinkers. The pope once 
said toa reporter that if the Roman church ever outnumbered 
other religions in this country, liberty would cease. 


Mr. Gleason said: 


My friend, General Trumbull, has an idea that Romanism 
is a political party. Did the sixty-eight thousand who voted 
for Henry George in New York believe in the old religion? 
The times of Knownothingism are going in this country. Is 
Phil Armour an ignorant Catholic? Is Jay Gould an igno- 
rant Catholic? The men who rob the nation, who oppress 
the people, are in the churches. In the wards where they 
had the most superstitions, they voted the reform labor 
ticket. In the wards where there was no superstition, they 
voted the straight Democratic or Republican ticket. 


. Mr. Stevens said : 


- Mr. Gleason is a special pleader of no mean ability. When- 
ever you find a man who is talking for human liberty, he is 
not a good Catholic. I had to renounce my allegiance to 
Great Britain to become a citizen of this country: Isn't it 
just, isn’t it. right, that the Catholic should renounce his 
allegiance to Rome before he can become a citizen? A man 
cannot keep his oath of allegiance to the church and become 
a good citizen of the United States. I hav no sympathy with 
Knownothingism—with the ostracism of & man because he 
is a foreigner— but this is not a question of Knownothingism, 
but of the rule of Rome, and if the object of any individual 
be to deprive the people of their liberty, then that man is a 
traitor. In voting for Henry George, in New York, the peo- 
ple voted against Rome. Cardinal Manning said: “I ac- 
knowledge no civil power. I am the supreme judge of what 
is right and wrong.” The Catholic church says it is the 
same yesterday, to-day, and forever. A society that boasts 
that it is unchangeable hasn’t much idea of progression. 


The lecturer then replied to his critics : 


I indorse everything that Mr. Dusey has said. I believe 
it is true. I agree with Mr. Trumbull, that there is a vast 
difference between Romanism and Protestantism. The 
Protestants can be good citizens, but their superstitions are 
the same. I don’t claim to know anything about Masonry, 
but I find that every pope has issued his bull against it. In 
the old antislavery days, we Abolitionists used to watch Jeff 
Davis and the pro-slavery leaders, and if we found them 
placing themselvs on one side of any question, we would 
take the other, assured from experience that they were 
against liberty. A large number of Catholics voted for 
Henry George. I would hav voted with them. It is the 
best symptom I hav seen in five years. The pope has 
summoned Father McGlynn to Rome for voting for Henry 
George. What has my friend Gleason to say to that? 


" Col. A. J. Grover is about publishing a book en- 
titled, * Romanism ; or, Danger ahead. 
Mas. A. M. Freeman, 
Dec. 14, 1886. Sec. Chicago Sec. Union. 


———— 9 9-.9—————— —— 


The Liberal Club. 


There were no minutes of the previous meeting read 
at the 426th regular assembling of the Manhattan 
Liberal Club. The Chair announced that sad state 


-of affairs with regret. The secretary had joined the 


Workingwomen’s Fair Association to buy the new 
daily newspaper a press, and had deserted her old 
post. There were no copies of Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
on the table, and the business end of the hall: looked 
unfurnished. ; ; 

. The attendance was good, and as beautiful as it 
was good. Professor Denslow was down as the 
lecturer, but when the time came to open the meet- 
ing he had not appeared. The Chair said the ^ Com- 
ing Constitutional Convention" would hav to be dis- 
cussed whether the professor came or not. Some- 
body asked Mr. Samuel Leavitt to take the initiativ. 
Mr. Leavitt declined ; he was still weary from having 
recently made sixty speeches for Henry George. Mr. 
Putnam recommended the small but talented Mr. 
King. Mr. King wouldn’t do it. Dr.  Lievison 
yielded to the urgent solicitation of the Chair, and 
proceeded to say that our law courts needed reform- 
ing. As administerers of justice they were nota suc- 
cess. The entrance of Professor Denslow prevented 
Dr. Levison from further developing his ideas in this 
direction. : 

Professor Denslow's lecture was a brief history.of 
various provisions of our constitution, with occa- 
sional references to Socialism and Henry George. 
He had no recommendations to offer the coming con- 
vention, and believed it would be the worst place in 
the world to present new ideas. on 

At the close of the lecture the speaker was highly 
commended by the Chair for his learned discourse, 


` on free trade. 
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Dr. Levison again took the floor. He intimated | 
that he would like more than ten minutes for the 
discussion of so vast a subject, but the Chair was 
obdurate and took none of the doctor’s hints. Dr. 


' Levison believed that all laws should go before the 


people for ratification before they are put upon: the 
statute books. : k 

. Mr. Wakeman asked everybody to sign a petition 
for the commutation of the sentence of Roxanna 


-Druse. A failing of lawyers, he said, was that they 


were guided too far by precedent, and bent their re- 
searches to finding out what had been instead of 
what ought to be. Lawyers should be made the 
counsellors instead of the mere instruments of their 
clients. That this might be effected, Mr. Wakeman 
would hav them paid by salary instead of fee. 
Samuel Leavitt agreed with Mr. Wakeman and dis- 
agreed with Henry George on the land question and 
Mr. Leavitt defined himself as a mis- 
sing link between David Ripley and his class, and 
the modern Socialists. He was, in fact, a Fourierite. 
Captain Clark, the mariner, who has taken observa- 
tions in all parts of the world, civilized and barbarous, 
made a startling address. He expressed great dis- 
dain for scientific men, and hoped he would not be 
mistaken for one. Mr. Levison suggested that there 
was little danger of that, and the captain went on. 
He said that when it was proposed by practical men 
to send a steamer across the Atlantic, Dr. Lardner, 
a scientific man, denied the possibility of such a 
thing, and promised to eat the first steamer that 


‘ made the trip; but when the Savannah accomplished 


that undertaking Dr. Lardner had lost his appetite, 
and did not eat even a jolly boat. Captain Clark 
was especially antagonistic toward Socialism. Apply- 
ing what he had learned by observation in all parts 
of the world, civilized and barbarous, he would avoid 
Socialists and Anarchists in other countries and fight 
them in this. George Washington, who was the 
father of his country, warned the American people to 
beware of foreign influence. We must pull in the 
gang-plank; the boat is loaded ; we don’t want any 
more. The captain was in hopes the Topolobampo 
colony would flourish and attract all the Socialists to 
Mexico. 

Mr. Brophy, formerly of Boston, criticised the 
lecturer of the evening somewhat sharply. 

Dr: Weeks thought Professor Denslow’s lecture 
a valuable one. The devil needed able advocates, 
and found one in the professor. Dr. Weeks was 
glad of this, because he believed in hearing all sides— 
the devil’s as well as the rest. 

In replying, Professor Denslow said in reference to 
Mr. Brophy that he possibly might know as much 
about the question as himself (the speaker), but the 
chances were ninety-nine in a hundred that he didn’t. 
The professor had spent his life in study; Mr. 
Brophy had wasted his time in growling. The 
speaker believed that a man will not, on the average, 
gather as much useful information by growling 
as by study. Touching the economie question, he 
said that demand causes all values. The “advanced” 
position of Anarchists and Socialists is not due to 
their brilliancy but their stupidity. If the Chicago 
Anarchists had learned the lessons which he had en- 
deavored to teach them, they would not now be in 
jail with a rope around their necks. In conclusion, 
Dr. Denslow said that while he claimed as much hu- 
mane feeling as any other man could possess, he was 
not one of those who seek to gain the credit of sym- 
pathizing with the poor by denouncing the rich. 
Nothing was cheaper than a reputation for philan- 
thropy gained in that way. - 

A celebration of the Yuletide will mark the next 
meeting—singing, speaking, reciting, and other fes- 
tivities. - 

tt — 
American Secular Union. 


For the information of those who desire to form 
local societies and unite with the national organiza- 
tion, the following is printed. The form of consti- 
tution is simply for suggestion, and changes can be 
made as the members of local societies may think 
best in order to do a more varied intellectual and 
social work. 

HOW TO ORGANIZE A SECULAR UNION. 

The American Secular Union is formed by the 

union of Local Auxiliary Societies. To organize a 


‘Local Auxiliary Society, any person (man or woman) 


may place the following Call at the head of a sheet 
of paper and solicit signatures: | 
i : CALL. 
We, the undersigned citizens of [here introduce name of 
town or city], agree to organize an Auxiliary Secular Union, 


to work in connection with the American Secular Union, and 
to pay the sums set opposit our names for that purpose. 


Names. | Residences. | 


As soon as ten persons hav subscribed to this Call, 
and five dollars hav been paid in, make out an appli- 
cation for a Charter, inclosing the application, to- 
gether with a money order or postal note for five dol- 
lars (or the amount may be inclosed in a registered 


Amounts. 


letter) to the seeretary of the American Secular Union. 


Any Liberal society can by a vote qualify itself. an 
Auxiliary Secular Union, and take out a charter. 


On receipt of the five dollars and application 
signed by the president and secretary (or the tem- 
porary secretary) of the new Union (and as many 
others as may choose), the secretary will forward to 
the applicant a charter signed by the proper officers 
of the American Secular Union. 


SUPPORT OF THE AMERICAN SECULAR UNION. 


In order to provide an adequate revenue to the 
treasury of the American Secular Union, to enable it 
to carry out the requirements of sections 4, 5, and 6 
of Article III. of its Constitution, and to do other 
legitimate work of the Union, every auxiliary is re- 
quested to contribute a certain sum monthly, not 
less than five cents per. month from each one of its 
members, for the use of the American Secular Union. 
The amount thus collected should be remitted 
quarterly on the first days of January, April, July, 
and October, by the secretary of the auxiliary to the 
secretary of the American Secular Union. ' 

A FORM OF LOCAL ORGANIZATION. 

Whereas, It is our profound conviction that the safety of 
republican institutions is imperilled, the advance of civiliza- 
tion impeded, and the most sacred rights of man infringed, 
by the least interference of the state in matters of religion; 
and, f 

Whereas, Certain grave inconsistencies with the general 
spirit of the United States Constitution still mark the prac- 
tical administration of our political system, threatening the 
perpetuity of religious liberty, the existence of free public 
schools, and the peace and prosperity of the entire land ; 

THEREFORE, We, the undersigned, hereby associate our- 
selvs together under the following 

ARTIOLES OF AGREEMENT. 

Arr. 1. The name of this Association shall be THE Srov- 
LAR UNION OF . 

Art. 2. The object of the Secular Union shall be to secure 
practical compliance with the ‘‘Demands of Liberalism ” 
throughout the country, and especially in ———. . 

Art. 3. The means employed in working for these objects 
Shall be regular local meetings, free discussions, lectures, 
addresses, conventions, the platform and the press in gen- 
eral, and all such other means as are peaceable, orderly, and 
right. . 

Art. 4. Such measures shall. be adopted for raising funds 
for the Union as shall be prescribed in the By-laws by a two- 
thirds vote of the members. 

Arr. 5. Any person may become a member of the Union 
by subscribing his or her name to these Articles of Agree- 
ment. 

Art. 6. The Officers of the Union shall be a President, a 
Vice-President; a Secretary, a Treasurer, and an Executiv 
Committee of three members ; and their duties shall be those 
commonly pertaining to these offices. The President and 
Secretary shall be ex officio delegates to the National Conven- 
tion of Secular Unions when called together. 

Arr. 7. These Articles of Agreement may be amended by 
a three-fourths vote of the members present at any regular 
meeting, provided due notice of the proposed amendments 
shall hav been sent to every member at least two weeks pre- 
vious to such meeting. 


SAMUEL P. PUTNAM'S LECTURE ENGAGEMENTS. 

Martinsburg, West Va., Jan. 5th and 6th; Pitts- 
burg, Pa, Jan. 9th; Kent, Ohio, Jan. 10th, 11th, 
19th; Alliance, Ohio, Jan. 13th and 14th ; Columbus, 
Ohio, Jan. 16th; Piqua, Ohio, Jan. 17th and 18th; 
Cincinnati, Jan. 19th and 20th; Chicago, Jan. 29th 
and 30th ; Nekoma, Ill., Feb. 1st and 2d ; Fort Mad- 
ison, Iowa, Feb. 5th and 6th; Bavaria, Saline, and 
Brookville, Kan. Feb. "th to 14th; Dodge City, 
Kan., Feb. 20th. Mr. Putnam will proceed to Cali- 
fornia by the Southern Pacifie. Will friends along 
the route please communicate at once ? 

Address, care of E. A. Stevens, chairman of Fi- 
nance committee, 750 West Lake st., Chicago, after 
Jan, 1st. Samuer P. Purnam. 

76 E. 11th st., New York. 

————— a " 
New England Freethinkers’ Convention. 
From the Boston: Investigator. 

The Ingersoll Secular Society, at a meeting held 
in October last, appointed the following committee 
tofarrange for a Convention of the Freethinkers of 
New England, to be held in the Paine Memorial, 
Boston, on Saturday, Jan. 29, and Sunday, 30, 1887: 
L. K. Washburn, Ernest Mendum, S. G. Swett, with 
L. K. Washburn as chairman. John A. O'Malley 
was elected treasurer. 

CALL FOR THE CONVENTION. 

To the Freethinkers of New England: You are 
invited to meet in Convention in the Paine Memorial, 
Boston, on Jan. 29 and 30, 1887, among other things, 
to celebrate in appropriate exercises the anniversary 
of the birthday of Thomas Paine—the man who gave 
his life, talents, and services to the whole world ; 
who loved liberty as a mother loves her chiid, and 
whose body, mind, and heart were consecrated to 
liberty; and who was inspired through a long and 
noble career with the desire to see mankind more 
elevated, more enlightened, and more humane; and 
also to giv expression and encouragement to those 
cherished principles of mental freedom which alone 
make human happiness possible and secure the op- 
portunity for human advancement. 

There never was a time in the history of our coun- 
try when earnest, bold, and wise utterance of those 
ideas and principles that we love and cherish, and for 
whose further success we are working, was more de- 
manded, and we ask you to come to this Convention to 
support, by your presence and influence, the cause of 
Freethought and mental liberty. 

We need to take eounsel together to see what 
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action we should take toward defeating that arrogant 


‘and self-seeking power, ecclesiasticism, whose em- 


issaries are using the privileges of religious freedom 
to build up in our free land an ecclesiastical tyranny, 
whose presence is & constant menace to our rights, 
to our liberties, and to our institutions. 

We need, furthermore, to meet together to become 
better acquainted with one another, to seek a broader 
union and fellowship, and to foster those sympathies 
which are born of a common faith and a common 
purpose. 

To make this Convention what we desire to hav it, 
an inspiration and impetus to every Liberal in the 
United States—we need assistance and coöperation. 
First, we need your attendance—in numbers there is 
strength. Next, we need money to meet the expenses 
of the Convention ; and, lastly, we need the voice and 
thought of our best speakers and leaders. Let us 
hav these, and we shall hav success. 

Address all communications .to L. K. Washburn, 
Paine Memorial, Boston, Mass. 

Contributions for the Convention may be sent to 
John A. O'Malley, Paine Memorial, Boston, Mass. 

L. K. WASHBURN, 
Exnxrsr MeNDOM, 
: S. G. Swerr. 
———— —9—4—99————————— 
Lectures and Meetings. 

Mr. T. B. WAKEMAN closed his series of discourses before 
the Society of Humanity on Sunday of last week, and many 
appreciativ remarks testify to the value of his efforts at trans- 
lating the old into the new. Last Sunday evening Mr. S. P. 
Putnam addressed the society at 28 Lafayette Place. His 
subject was ‘‘ The New God.” It was an address filled with 
new and striking thoughts. A hundred ''Gems" for Taz 
TRUTH SEEKER'Ss column could be culled from it. Mr. Put- 
nam speaks again Sunday evening, the 26th, at thesame place 
The lectures so far before this society hav been of a high 
character, and the prospect is bright. 

W. F. Jamison is having good success in Denver, Col., 


where he is engaged for Sunday evenings for six months. 
He says that he will, however, giv way for any of his brother 


‘lecturers traveling through the West, so that they can hav an 


opportunity to address the Denver people. Notice several 
weeks in advance should be given, so that Mr. Jamieson can 
respond to the many calls for lectures which he is receiving. 
He has calls at Abilene, Industry, and Enterprise, Kansas ; 
Osceola, Wilber, and other towns in Nebraska. These calls 
he cannot get time to fill until spring. He will giv four lect- 
ures in Canyon City, Col., December 21st, 22d, 28d, 24th ; in 
Black Hawk, two lectures; three in Central City; Loveland 
sometime in January. He has concluded to make Colorado 
his future home. He considers it superior to Minnesota as a 
state, far ahead in climate, and more Liberal people than he 


met in any one state. 
———— — 9-99 —— ———— 


Hard but Truthful Words about Mr. Talmage. 
From the Industrial Appeal, Ottumwa, Iowa. 

Rev. T. DeWitt Talmage, D.D., of Brooklyn, N. Y.,is a 
premeditated liar. We don't mean any disrespect to any 
honest and truthful minister who occupies & pulpit. But 
this boss liar of the pulpit is too ridiculous in his economy 
of the truth for any good, doxy or no doxy. He it was who 
told as truth, in his pulpit, about the burning man—the man 
who spontaneously combusted near Lima, Ohio, we think, 
while blaspheming God during the provoking drouth last 
summer. The New York Sun tried to get him to explain more 
fully and giv particulars, but he prevaricated, with various 
excuses, and refused to be more explicit, but again declared 
the truthfulness of the story. But now Taz TRUTA SEEKER, 
of New York, the most prominent and ablest Freethought 
paper in the country, to clinch the matter, offers the reverend 
liar $1,000 if he will substantiate, by competent testimony, 
the truth of the story. Of course THe TRurH SEEKER will 
not hav to come down with the cash, but Mr. Talmage will 
tumble in the estimation of truth-loving people. 

~~. 
. Law and Religion. 

The preme Court of Tennessee has decided that a 
blacksmith belonging to a Christian sect that keeps the sev- 
enth instead of the first day of the week as Sunday violates 
the law by working at his trade on the day observed by the 
general community as Sunday.. 

The Supreme Court of Connecticut has decided that a 
pavilion used by a '' Spiritualistic camp-meeting association ” 
for religious services on Sunday, and for '' dancing and par- 
lor skating " during the week is not exempt from taxation as 
a church. 

The Supreme Court of New Hampshire has decided that 
the Constitutional guarantee that ‘‘every individual has a 
natural and unalienable right to worship God according to 
the dictates of his own conscience and reason" does not. 
secure to the Salvation Army the right to worship by beating 
the bass drum.— New York Herald. 

€———H! à 
Best of Their Kind. i 

The “ Origin of the Christian Bible,” by O. B. Whitford, 
M.D.; ‘Bible Temperance, Liquor-Drinking Commended, 
Defended, and Enjoined by the Bible," by Edwin C. Walker ; 
** A Masonic Vindication of Right—a Protest Against Perse- 
cution,” by O. B. Whitford, and ‘‘ Personal Existence After 
Death Improbable,” by L. R. Smith, are the latest produc- 
tions of the Truth Seeker Publishing Company, New York, 
all of which may be read with interest for the bold and start- 
ling ideas they contain. They may each be procured for 10, 
15, and 25 cents, and to those who take pleasure in intricate 
arguments upon steht guestions- wit here find what they 
want.— Galveston Daily News. 
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Communications. 


A Short Homily on Law. 


Blackstone defines law to be “a rule of action.” 
No better definition could be given unless it be 
Judge Porters: “Arule of human action.” 

We trace law, the common law, back to England. 
England, through Blackstone, compiled the common 
law from the old Roman government; Rome trans- 
lated the common law from, Egypt, and Egypt got 
the law from India, the father of all literature. 

The origin of law came from the brutality of 
barbarous tribes. Its origin and foundation was and 
is upon the principle that “might makes right.” 
Abraham Lincoln said that “right made might.” 
The president meant that right ought to make 
might. t . 

The stronger overcame the weaker and took posses- 
sion of the earth. 

Blackstone says that the origin of property, or the 
first deed drawn, was the quarrel between Abram 
and Lot; but with all due deference to the king of 
law commentators, I beg to say that the distribution 
of property began as early as man’s avarice and 
power to seize the property of the weaker ; in other 
words, therefore, the earliest title deeds to real estate 
bore the great seal of Theft. 

Blackstone again comments that from personal 
combats over property man gathered in communities 
of tribes, and one tribe fought and dispossessed an- 
other, and hence the growth of states; the leaders of 
tribes became kings, and then nations went out to 
war, and stole on the wholesale. : 

The strongest possessing all the wealth of the 
earth, it became necessary for their protection from 
the poor and weak of the earth that courts and off- 
cers be instituted and prisons built, and even stand- 
ing armies be kept to keep the poor in subjection, so 
that to-day Europe can put in the field ten million 
soldiers against one another—each nation against the 
other. And, strange to say, the poor, except the 
officers, compose these vast armies. | 

The majesty of the law to-day, by brute force, 
protects the few in the enjoyment of and the posses- 
sion of all the wealth and lands of the earth, and it 
requires the vast machinery of courts, armies, and 
prisons to accomplish this end. The few of earth 
hav its vast wealth, and they dictate the price of 
every commodity, and to the laboring man his wages. 
He can take what the wealthy offer, or starve, die, or 
go to prison or the workhouse. 

There are in America one hundred thousand dead- 
beats, vulgarly called preachers, who get from $500 
up to $25,000 a year salary for preaching from Bible 
texts like the following: “Submit yourselvs to kings 
and rulers, for the powers that be are ordained 
of God.” These - preachers portray a heaven of 
bliss hereafter for the submissiv poor, but a present 
heaven of good things for the wealthy. They 
stand weekly in one hundred thousand pulpits, 
where no back talk is permitted, with the gag 
ready at hand, and if one dare question the doc- 
trin promulgated, he is relegated to prison. If the 
money paid these deadbeats was given to the widows 
and orphans to clothe, feed, and educate, besides 
procuring homes for this class of mankind, there 
would be need for less prisons and .workhouses. 
But this self-called and self-constituted herd of Phari- 
sees claim that an almighty God called them, and 
set them apart to the work of ministering to the poor 
and the outcast, and they do it with a will, by taking 
two collections each Sabbath, and feeding the poor 
and the outcast upon the dry crust of faith and hope, 
while these Pharisees fare sumptuously every day. 

The American Revolution was simply a rebellion 
against the common and ecclesiastical law of England 
(a fine bastard mixture, or tertium quid), headed by 
Paine, Jefferson, Franklin, and others, who took 
pains to leave God on the other side of the Atlantic 
and out of the Constitution, when it was adopted. 

It is well known that the clergy were opposed to 
the independence of the colonies, but a quarter of a 
century had not elapsed after the great ship of state 
was launched when the preachers claimed that they 
killed the bear; that they established the new gov- 
ernment, or rather God did through their prayers. 
Itis certain God did not establish this great govern- 
ment on account of any fighting the clergy ever did. 

Before the war of 1861 the churches were a unit in 
favor of the institution of slavery, and preached it as 
2 divine institution. But after the war Parson New- 


man claimed that Christ, through his servant Abra- | 


ham Lincoln, issued the great proclamation of free- 
dom. So said all the clergy. Now, it is well known 
that Mr. Lincoln once wrote a book about this same 
Jesus, pronouncing him an illegitimate child, etc., 
and that Mr. Lincoln was an Infidel there is no 
doubt. But the abolition of slavery was the grand- 


est move earth ever made in favor of the despised |. 


poor and the laboring man. 

It modified the awful harshness of the law, and 
took away part of its sting. The immortal Lincoln 
said when he issued it that “in giving freedom to 
the slaves we insure freedom to the free,” 


l 


were composed of poor men, except the officers, while 
the bondholders, the bankers, and the rich dudes 
stayed at home. And we who served three years to 


it. The wounded were pensioned off with from two 
to eight dollars per month, while the dudes took 
possession of all the offices in this great republic ; 
and to-day the soldier is relegated to the rear, to 
the soldierg homes, as bad as workhouses, and tothe 
poorhouses of the land. 

Hear ye the conclusion of the whole: matter. 
America has sixty million of people; ten million hav 
all the wealth, all the law; are clothed in purple and 
fine linen and fare sumptuously every day, while fifty 
million are clothed in rags and misery, toiling from day 
to day, either in or out of prisons. The poor possess 
all the poorhouses, the asylums, the workhouses, the 
lock-ups, the jails, and the penitentiaries. The rich 
sit in their velvet-cushioned seats in the churches, 
listening to the sacred music of the paid choir and 
the broadcloth preacher, while the steeples outside 
are pointing to God. My opinion is that the day is 
not far distant when guillotins will stand as thick in 
Europe and America as they did during the French 
Revolution in France. 

Oh! the majesty of the law that has made earth a 
heaven for the few and a hell for the many! As 
Colonel Ingersoll says, * Honest labor is clothed in 
rags, while idleness sits in the banqueting hall.” 
And all this is the work of an omnipotent God, 
boundless in love and benevolence, and whose long- 
suffering is a surprise to the universe. 

Grorce H. BETHARD. 


—_— 1 
Thomas Paine on Poverty. 


In the year 1772, Thomas Paine, at the request of 
some of his superiors in the excise office, wrote for 
publication the “Case of the Officers of Excise.” 
The “performance,” as he termed it (and this was a 
characteristic term of Junius), was so much praised 
that he remarked in aletter to Goldsmith, then a 
stranger to him, “Were I not rather singularly 
modest, I should insensibly become a little vain.” 
Three thousand copies were subscribed for the offi- 
cers in general, and one thousand were reserved for 
distribution. 

The object of the publication was tc obtain in- 
creased pay for the excisemen. An out-ride officer 
received only £50 a year, out of which he had to pay 
the expenses of horse-keeping. 

What can be more eloquent, tender, and truthful 
than some passages in.that essay on poverty? For 
example: 

If the gay find it difficult to resist the allurements of 

pleasure, the great the temptations of ambition, or the miser 
the acquisition of wealth, how much stronger are the provo- 
cations of want and poverty ! 
. The bread of deceit is a bread of bitterness ; but, alas! how 
few in times of want and hardsbip are capable of thinking 
so; objects appear under new colors and in shapes not natu- 
rally their own; hunger sucks in the deception, and neces- 
sarily reconciles it to conscience. 

Poverty, in defiance of principle, begets a degree of mean- 
ness that will stoop to almost anything. A thousand refine- 
ments of argument may be brought to prove that the practice 
of honesty will be the same in the most trying and necessi- 
tous circumstances. He who was never an hungered man 
may argue finely on the subjection of his appetite, and he 
who never was distressed may harang as beautifully on 
the power of principle. But poverty, like grief, has an in- 
curable deafness, which never hears; the oration loses its 
edge, and the ‘To be or not to be" becomes the only 
question. 

There is a striking difference between dishonesty arising 
from want of food, and want of principle. The first is 
worthy of compassion, the other of punishment. Nature 
never produced a man who would starve in a well-stored 
larder because the provisions were not his own; but he who 
robs it from luxury of appetite deserves a gibbet. 

This was written and published in 1772. In March 
of that same year, Woodfall, the printer of Zhe 
Public Advertiser, issued & complete edition of the 
“ Letters of Junius,” with a “ Dedication to the Eng- 
lish Nation,” and & preface, both prepared by the un- 
known writer. Woodfall tendered to Junius one-half 
the profits of the book; to this Junius replied as 
follows : 

What you say about the profits is very handsome. I like 
to deal with such men. As for myself, be assured that I am 
far above all pecuniary views, and no other person, I think, 
"has any claim to share with you. Make the most of it there- 
fore, and let all your views in life be directed to a solid, 
however moderate, independence. Without it no man can 
be happy, nor even honest. 

Let-the reader compare these few lines, especially 
the last ten words, with the preceding quotations 
from Paine’s essay written the same year, and see 
how strikingly they coincide in sentiment. And then 
let him compare this act of Junius with Paine's life- 
long refusal to make any profit from his literary 
work. Not one writer in, at least, a thousand would 
act thus; but here were two contemporary examples. 
Multiply one thousand by one thousand and you hav 
a million to one that Paine was Junius. 
Furthermore, although all of Paine’s biographers 
hav supposed that he was poor, it is now certain 
that he was not. That is to say, he always had what 
Junius advised Woodfall to secure, namely, “ a solid, 
however moderate, independence.” Hence he could 
always be happy and honest. Burr. 


The armies that fought the battles of the Union 


preserve liberty upon the earth hav had the least of 


The Mormon Economy. 

If the name “ Mormon” unwinds in your. mind, as in 
mine until yesterday, a skein of fantastic superstition 
with the harem as its bobbin, then, like me, you hav 
a surprise in store. Nothing new about the super- 
stition—that is not in question—but did you know 
that the Mormons were a pioneer corps, who hav 
initiated the national solution of the labor problems by 
methodical codperation and proportional distribution, 
which, in embracing social charities, avoids Com- 
munism ? bx 

Did you know that the Mormons had done away 
with the complexity of legal precedents, and that 
they settled their disputes without litigation, in free 
courts of umpiry ? | Mt 

Did you know that in their plural marriages the 
faculty of divorce was optional with wives and not 
with husbands, and yet did not forfeit alimony ; so 
that in a proprietary sense their marriage subjected 
the male to the female ? : 

Did you know that many Mormon women were re- 
fined ladies, and intellectually facultativ ? 

Well, the work before me brings conviction of all 
this, not only from the author's caliber of thought- , 
force, but by the citation of local documents, official 
and private. In Mr. Lum’s view, the polygamy 
issue is but a blind, and -the persecution of 
the Mormons results from a conflict between 
the old routine of exploitation, with its interne- 
cine competitions, and the new order of social 
cooperation.  Coóperation was a cherished ideal 
with both Joseph Smith and Brigham Young, 
and permeated their religious teachings. Then it . 
became a practical necessity on their arrival at Utah, 
where subsistence depended on great works of irri- 
gation, which made the desert blossom. It was pro- 
moted by the famin of 1856, when the wealthier 
saved the colony by the sacrifice of their private 
property. It was commercially inaugurated in 1868 
by the Zion Cooperativ Mercantil Institution, with 
a capital of $1,000,000, which has since done business 
to the amount of over $15,000,000, has never had a 
note protested, has simplified commerce to a single 
profit between producer and consumer, has enlisted 
a large proportion of the citizens as stockholders, 
and kept prices down during times of scarcity, its 
avowed policy being to abolish speculativ profits. 

The Z. C. M. I. has branches in the outlying Mor- 
mon colonies, and though it does not exclude com- 
petition it controls prices. 

To this innovation, on a scale parallel with that of 
Rochdale and over fourteen hundred cooperativ 
stores in England, against which jealousy attempted 
to bias legislation during Disraeli’s premiership, 
Utah adds the scandal of dispensing with lawyers, 
and giving judgments gratis by free courts in civil 
suits, a democratic mode of arbitration which proves 
satisfactory to honest folks but is very unpopular 
with foxes and sharks. 

About land tenures Mr. Lum does not go into par- 
ticulars, but says that speculation in the soil is not 
encouraged, and that only four per cent of farms ex- 
ceed five hundred acres. 

The Mormon church, irrespectiv of its doctrins, 
does not form a distinct theocratic corps, like the 
Catholic or the Church of England. It is not a 
property-holder to any extent beyond its halls of as- 
sembly, and becomes democratic by the great num- 
ber of its dignitaries, for every thrifty citizen is 
likely to be a bishop. 

In his chapter on plural marriage, Mr. Lum shows 
that Mormon laws and customs are in some impor- 
tant points more liberal towards wives than either 
Christian or Mohammedan. Only about two per 
cent are polygamists. The style among the wealthy 
is to giv each wife a separate establishment. Infi- 
delity does not forfeit alimony nor constitute a title 
for divorce in favor of the husband, while on the side 
of the wife divorce is optional, in so far at least as 
personal free will is consistent with superstition, for 
marriage, with the Mormons, takes. hold on immor- 
tality. 

Without being a polygamist or flattering their su- 
perstitions, Mr. Lum is disposed to condone these 
features as organically interwoven with exemplary 
economic institutions and a great public spirit of 
mutual good will shown in the forgivness of debts, 
etc. While protesting, with Mr. Lum, against the 
present governmental persecution of polygamists, so 
iniquitous, especially toward the wives and children, 
whose abandonment it requires, we submit, concern- 
ing polygamy, that, being confined to the wealthy, as 
population increases while facilities of dispersion 
lessen, must not the monopoly of possession in a sort 
of property at once the most coveted and the most 


-expensiv, seem to justify, as it necessitates, exploita- 


tion of the laboring class to maintain its luxury ? 

Possibly at present the economic institutions of 
Utah may be so inwoven with its judicial system, 
and both with its religious and social, that they must 
develop or disappear together, yet such organic con- 
nection would depend on the influences of personal 
character and education in this particular case, with- 
out having any general or essential relation. 

That clerical dignities based upon secular attain- 
ments, or the graft of the bishop on the successful 
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business man, is a feature of society more robust and 
vivacious than ours, may be admitted without admit- 
ting the desirability of any clerical dignity or bishop 
with their related superstitions. The business man 
as theocrat may be less hypocritical and more truly 
respectable, but will he he less oppressiv by his priv- 
ileges ? > 

Whatever may be the motivs of envy and malice 


` against the Mormons among the gentiles in their 


midst, it is probable that the passiv acquiescence of 
the people of the United States in their iniquitous 
persecution by the Cleveland administration is due to 
clerical influence; for this is far more jealous, more 
malignant, and more far-sighted than the mercantil, 
and their consecrated privilege over marriage was 
challenged by the institution of polygamy in a more 
practical sense than could be possible by any abstract 


doctrin. Epa@eworts. 
i +e 


The Money Question. 


Greenbackers and others are just now circulating 


petitions to Congress to hav a law passed with. 


reference to the coinage of silver. It is indeed 
strange that people should be so foolish as to think 
that Congress can fix the relativ value of gold and 
silver. It seems to me that the Congress could just 


as easily fix the relativ value of wheat, oats, and pota- 


toes. It would be just as sensible to petition Con- 
gress for rain. 


I would like to submit the following petition to’ 


Congress instead of the one now in circulation: 


To the Honorable Members of the Senate and Congress of the 

United States : 

Whereas, the present banking system of the United States 
is very defectiv, and 1s the cause of great injustice and suffer- 
ing to a large majority of the people ; 

Whereas, it does not supply @ uniform amount of money 
per capita to the people, but has during the last twenty-five 
years placed as high as fifty-six dollars per capita in circula- 
tion, and as low as thirteen ; 

Whereas, no system of banking which cannot keep a fixed 
amount of money per capita in circulation can be a just 
System ; and 

Whereas, the expansion and contraction of the currency is 
a great national evil and the chief cause of financial crises, 

We, therefore, the undersigned, do petition your honorable 
bodies to establish a national system.of banking. By this we 
mean 

That a banking department shall be established as we now 
hav a postal department. 

That branch banks shall be established in all business 
centers. ` 

That they shall be managed by salaried officers of the 

overnment, who shall be required to report monthly to 
ashington to the chief of the department. 

That these bank agents shall loan the national money on 
certain specified securities, and shall accept deposits. 

That the interest charged on loans shall be one per cent 
per annum more than that allowed on deposits, or such other 
sum as may be found necessary to pay the expenses of 


banking. : 


That borrowers shall be allowed to pay the principal at 
any time they choose, but they shall be compelled to pay the 
interest monthly, the rate of which shall be fixed monthly by 
the head of the department at Washington. 

That all borrowers in all parts of the country shall be 
charged the same interest, namely, that charged during the 
time they hav the money. . f . 

That the sum per capita to be put in circulation, and main- 
tained in circulation, shall be forty dollars. 

That the new national money shall be made wholly of 
paper, and of various denominations from one cent to one 
hundred dollars. 

That no money, except the new national money, Shall be 
legal tender for debts. i 

"That all money now in circulation shall be accepted at the 
banks at par. . 

That bank agents shall forward monthly to Washington all 
moneys taken in excliange for the national money, and that 
the coin so sent to Washington shall be cast into bullion, and 
sold as such to all desiring it, and the paper money so sent 
Shall be destroyed. : y . 

That in order to get the national money into circulation as 
soon as possible, agents shall commence to loan at the rate 
of two per cent per annum. Mt e 

That the rate of interest shall be changed monthly if neces- 
sary; that is, it shall be raised monthly when the amount 


„per capita in circulation is more than forty dollars, and shall 


be lowered monthly when that sum is less than forty dollars, 

That the bank agents shall never refuse to loan when the 
requisit security is offered. . 

That, in order to abolish the present unjust and oppressiv 
pawnbroking system, bank agents shall loan money at the 
regular interest on such security as pawnbrokers now loan 
on. 

The principal objections to the above system are: 

i. That it would complicate the functions of the 

overnment and increase the evils of patronage. But 
the post-office could be managed by private corpora- 
tions, as well as railways and the express are now. 
There is nothing about carrying the mails which 
makes it peculiarly necessary that the government 
should Tee it; but it is necessary that the 
government should manage the banking system, as 
on no other principle can a uniform amount of money 
be kept in circulation, and no money can be good if 
its volume per capita can be materially changed. If, 
therefore, the government cannot safely run both the 
post-office and the banks, why not sell the post-office 
out to Jay Gould, and run the banks in its stead ? 

2. Paper money is not good -unless it has a 
metallic basis. This is a foolish statement, for in 
1879 we had $256,736,947 more paper money 1n cir- 
culation than all .our metallic moneys combined,. yet 
no person told us that it was not good, and we know 
that in places it was loaned at from two to six per 
cent per month. 


value, but that it represents value. 


8. Money must hav intrinsic value: This is not 
true, for the Supreme Court of the United States has 
decided that money is not a standard or measure of 
It is no more 
necessary. that money should hav intrinsic value than 
that milk tickets, railway tickets, and opera tickets 
should hav intrinsic value. What we want to know 
is that it will pass for value, and that it shall hav a 
uniform value. This can be secured only by keeping 
the volume per capita in circulation always the same. 
Metallic money, like paper money, changes its value 
in proportion as we change the amount per capita in 
circulation, and it is only better than paper money 
because it is more difficult to change its volume. But 
paper money, with its volume per capita absolutely 
fixed, will hav a more uniform value than any 
metallic money we now hav. g 

4. How could we trade with foreign countries? 


Merchants could buy gold bullion, and trade with it- 


as they do now. We would hav as much gold then 
as now. Or they could take produce over to Europe 
and exchange it for their money and then for their 
goods. This would be no obstruction to foreign 
trade. But our protectiv tariff is a real obstruction. 
5. Money should be loaned without interest. If 
the advocates of this scheme can show us how they 
could then control the volume of the currency per 
capita, we will giv in that they may be right, but 
not till then; for we feel sure that it is infinitly 
more important that the volume per capita should be 
kept uniform than that the money should be loaned 
without interest. J. Q. Marcorw. 
Hutchinson, Kan. 


Mixed Pickles. 


Who knows who wrote these lines ? 
What mortals think they know of God 
A thousand times rehearse; 
What mortals do not know of God 
Fills all the universe. 

The author, whoever he was, understood how to 
work the multum in.parvo compress to the last 
thread of the screw. More truth in these four lines 
than in the “ thousand tomes.” 


Unless the Jersey governor interferes, Janitor Titus 
wil hang for the murder of Tillie Smith, and han 
upon circumstantial evidence only. No one should 
be judicially killed on circumstantial testimony alone. 
But, then, positiv evidence may be false—men hav 
been killed by the law’s decree on false testimony. 
What is to be done? Killing by law should be done 
away with. Life imprisonment should take the place 
of the death penalty. Judicial murder is a relic of 
barbarism and the Inquisition, and very likely Jersey 
will cling to it as long as any state in the union, 
keeping green, as she does, the memory of the Inqui- 
sition. Boonton never would vote to abolish hang- 
ing. She would like to hav revived burning at the 
stake. i 


The Rev. Waldo Messaros is a Philadelphia parson. 
Like the most of “the cloth,” he went into religion 
for the easy time and money there are in it, together 
with the opportunities it affords the would-be 
“masher,” of whom the Rev. Messaros is which, so to 
speak—this is idiomatic, but understood, doubtless. 
The Rev. Mess. (for short), failing to * mash ” one of 
the lambs of his flock in the conventional way, pro- 
ceeded vi et armis in the direction of conquest, and 
thereby made a mess of it, the “sister” proving too 
many for him. He is now under indictment, $2,000 
bail, and the conviction, of course, that he barked up 
the wrong tree. Doubtless a sadder, will he be a 
wiser man in the future ? 


The bishop of Manchester, England, is a “brick” 
—a “brick” of a bishop, understand—and the reason 
why is, because he has the pluck of his convictions 
in a matter where “moral courage” is more honored 
in the breach than in the observance, with. ecclesi- 
astics in general—the matter of rum or norum. The 
bishop has the moral courage to say that “total absti- 
nence” does not agree with him—the bishop and the 
writer stand on the same plane—and that he broke 
down utterly on the t. a. regimen. Having the con- 
viction, from experience, that a little stimulant is a 
good thing to hav in the house, and in one’s stom- 
ach, at times, he dares to say so frankly, in the face 
of. all Christendom, let the galled jade of total absti- 
nence wince as she may. Bishop, heres to you. 
Drink hearty, my boy—youre a “brick!” But, I 
say, bishop, if you would only hav the moral courage 
to declare the old hag of superstition, the Christian 
religion, & thing that does not agree with mortality 
in the shape of man, you would be a “gilt-edged 
brick,” my gay and reverend sir. Come, now, own 
up to the truth and knock your brother-ecclesiastics 
silly. Ha! that would be moral courage indeed, 
bishop! But your fat living and *livings "—]yes, I 
know. It would be tough, and you are but mortal, 
even though invested bishop. You won't do it. 


When the millennium shall hav come, what sports 
and pleasures known to us now will obtain, I won- 
der? The Berghs of that period will hay no horse- 


even, would vote for it. 


races, pigeon-shoots, cocking-mains, or anything of 
the kind; the Comstocks no pools, cards, nude in 
art, Decamerons à læ Boccaccio, or anything of the 
sort; the Moodys no theaters, circuses, Taane, 
moonlight picnics, or anything of a like nature; the 
Neal Dows no wines, liquors, ales, hard cider, lager 
beer, or anything with the slightest kind of a stick in 
it; the Trasks no cigars, cigarets, or tobacco in any 
form; the parsons no Sunday papers, or any sort of 
entertainment on that day, save that afforded by 
themselvs ; the ladies no clubs or “lodges” to in- 
veigle the men and keep them out late o' nights ; 
the prudes no beach bathing, save in flannel suits of 
sober blue and eminently proper cut, with no com- 
mingling of the sexes. in the surf. Beyond the 
mildly exhilarating church fair, with raffle accom- 
paniment—not to be countenanced in other direc- 
tions; “moral shows,” including ‘moral kangaroos ;” 
“love feasts, with “kisses spiritual ;” “hunting the 
slipper,” “blind man’s buff,” “bird nesting," psalm 
singing, and kindred amusements (?), I can't imagin, 
what the goody-goodies of the millennium would 
countenance or tolerate. On the whole,I don’t think 
that the millennium is being hankered for to any 
great extent. I doubt that a majority of the parsons, 
They hav a softer snap 
under the present régime. Sr Sroxuw. 
oo 
Conflict Between Church and State. 
From the Morning Oregonian, Portland, Or. 

B. Coffey, Indian agent at Umatilla, is having some diffi- 
culty, not with the government he serves, but with the 
church he also serves, and that nominated him for the po- 
sition. Rev. L. L. Conrady is priest in charge there, and he 
has his own views as to how matters should go, and espe- 
cially farming matters, while Coffey follows his instructions 
and has done all he could to influence the Indians to take 
land in severalty. The inspectors, who lately visited his 
agency, credit Agent Coffey with having done much to bring 
about their acceptance, lately given, to the severalty system. 
They also gave him the highest testimonial words are capa- 
ble of, as to his discretion and good management, while they 
strongly censure Father Conrady's course and conduct. 'They 
hav affidavits that the reverend gentleman has said, ** Damn 
the Indians! I wish the black-pox would come and carry 
them all away !” 

Not being able to hav tis own way, Rev. Conrady broke 
up the school taught by Sisters of Mercy, who left the place. 
The inspectors, being on the ground, placed Miss Mary Cof- 
fey, daughter of the agent and an accomplished young lady, 
in charge of the school, with an educated half-bteed and two 
advanced Indian girls as assistants. "This was, it seems, 
considered a heinous offense on her part, and Coffey fell 
under an ecclesiustical ban because he considered his first duty 
due the government whose sworn officer he is, while the 
priest insisted that the church came first of all. Fortunately, 
Coffey is very patriotio, and made his instructions his guide 
and law. While matters were in this state, no charges hav- 
ing been made against the Coffeys, they received a letter 
from Archbishop Gross, that, without a word of accusation 
or fault-finding, peremptorily excommunicated Agent Coffey 
and his daughter, and forbade them any more partaking of 
the communion of the Catholic church. Hearing of this 
state of affairs and fearful that efforts will be made to pre- 
vent the confirmation of Agent Coffey when the Senate 
meets, citizens of Pendleton hav generally signed a memorial 
asking our senators to do all they can for him, and giving 
him their hearty'indorsement. This was brought to this city 
by Mr. Page-Tustin, of Pendleton, who presented the matter 
to the Oregon senators. 

With the indorsement of three United States Indian in- 
spectors and the good will of citizens of both political par- 
ties and all religious denominations, Mr. Coffeywill be apt to 
remain in charge. 

— 9 4-9—— — — — 
The. Ravings of Defeat. 
From the Catholic Record, London, Ont. 

The radical government of France, not content with hav- 
ing banished the religious orders, secularized institutions, 
suppressed the catechism, proscribed the priest and the 
crucifix from the school, has now resolved to drive forth 
from the schools the religious, male and female, who hav 
consecrated their lives to education. Under the headin 
“Law of Maiediction,” Le Gaulois says that thus was name 
in Belgium the law relating to education analogous to that 
quite recently under discussion in the French Chambers, and 
which is sure of ratification by the majority, for party lines 
hav been tightly drawn on the subject, and the majority 1s 
compact. Three hundred and sixty-three members approve 
the measure from beginning to end, and giv it their votes at 
every step of its progress. One hundred and eighty votes 
are solid against the bill. These two figures represent, on 
the one hand, all the republicans combined in assaults upon 
religion, and, on the other, the strength of the conservativ 
batallion defending the sacred soil of religious freedom inch 
by inch before the cruel invader. In Belgium the debates on 
the law of malediction, which secularized school and school- 
teachers, were more bitter and exciting than in France. In 
the former country the bill was passed by but one vote of a 
majority. And in order to escape the humiliation of pro- 
claiming a result at once hateful to his soul asa Christian 
and a patriot; the president of the Belgian Senate, Prince de 
Ligne, handed in his resignation. Yet the Belgian was less 
odious than the French law. It did not forbid the teaching 
of catechism. The Belgian liberals did not dare go as far as 
their French radical brethren and proscribe God from the 
schools. The law under discussion in the French legislature 
is the last halting-place of the great republican movement 
against religious instruction. ith an infernal skill the 
republic, while making war on God, assailed the very root of 
religion—the soul of youth. Destroying whatever of stand- 
ing harvest it could, the republic now seeks to ruin the very 
germs of future harvests. The radicals commenced by 
‘Article Seven—the famous Article Seven of M. Ferry—which 
ordered the expulfion of the religious orders, then they 
laicized education, banished the catechism, the priest, and 
the crucifix from the school-room. Nothing now remains 
for them in their ynhappy task but to drive by force from 
their posts the religious, male and female, devoted to the 
work of teaching youth. This is the work, the purpose, of 
the new law. It is now almost seven years since the work of 
infamy was begun—it is just now being brought to com 
pletion, pr ^ 
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SPECIAL NOTICE. 

Turner are about a thousand of our subscribers in 
arrears, their indebtedness aggregating some two or 
three thousand dollars. To each one of these 
debtors, of course, the amount is small, but tous the 
amount is very large, and sadly hinders our work. 
. We need this money—need it now—and we respect- 
fully ask that it be remitted. 

It costs a great deal of money to publish a large 
journal, and we hav no extensiv advertising patronage 
to help us out. We depend entirely upon the sub- 
scription list and book sales to obtain cash to pay 
bills, and when so large a sum as two and three 
thousand dollars is kept from us, the financial shoe 
grows painfully tight. 

Every subscriber can see upon his tab just to what 
date his subscription is paid. "Those whose time has 
expired are requested to remit at once. 


Enon VALLEX, Pa., Deo. 15, 1886. 

My Dear Mr. Macponarp: Enclosed I send you a money 
order for three dollars to pay for my next year’s TRUTH 
SEEKER. 

Allow me to say that I am surprised and ashamed at your 
“ Special Notice ” in the paper of the 11th inst., in which you 
tell the public, as well as all whom it immediately concerns, 
that there are a thousand of your subscribers who owe at 
your office nearly three thousand dollars. Only think of it! 
A thousand Radicals, who profess to hav rejected the false 
theology of the church, and the bad morals it engenders, but 
who read your paper for a whole year, and never pay for it! 
This fact, with similar ones gathered from the experience of 
the Boston Jndex and Investigator, hav cut the comb of my 
vanity effectually, for I hav boasted that our Radical breth- 
ren were governed in all the relations of life, and especially 
in their business relations, by the sentiment of honor and of 
justice, and did not need the church’s devil at their heels to 
chase them into the path of duty. Once a week, and fifty- 
two times a year, when they open THe TRUTH SEEKER, hav 
these delinquent readers been silently rebuked for their ne- 
glect, their indifference, and their dishonesty, and still go 
unreformed! If all the rest of your subscribers would imi- 
tate their example, how long would THE TRUTH SEEKER flag 
wave? 

But, Messrs. Editor and Publisher, you yourselvs are in a 
great measure to blame for this disgraceful and humiliating 
condition of things, by declining to adopt the policy of all 
the prosperous papers of the country, which requires of every 
subscriber that he pay in advance, and that, at the expira- 
tion of the time paid for, the paper will be stopped, unless 
renewed. Suppose the post-office department would adopt 
your unjust plan, and carry letters on promises to pay the 
postage some time when it is convenient, how long would we 
hav a postal system? If a railroad company would carry 
passengers on promises to pay in future for their tickets, how 
long would it be before it would go into the hands of a re- 
ceiver? A publisher needs his money to run his paper dur- 
ing the coming year, and, in plain English, if a subscriber 
don’t pay according to the contract he makes, he is guilty of 
a fraud. 

I say above that your credit policy is wnjust. It is unjust 
to yourselvs, for you hav no more right to defraud your- 
selvs than to defraud others. It is unjust to your paying 
subscribers, who are compelled to feel ashamed so frequently 
by the odious duns to delinquents. A man of sensibility, and 
who is just and honorable on principle, don’t want to be as- 
sociated with a set of delinquents who are so blind as not to 


their honest debts. 


see that they are committing a fraud in neglecting to pay 
Then, again, you are unjust to these 
very delinquents. You owe it to them, as brethren, to 
rebuke their abominable carelessness and dishonesty, lest 
they go on, under your tutorship, and become fraudulent in 
greater matters. It is only he that is faithful in little that is 
faithful also in much. The principle of honesty extends to 
dimes as well as to dollars; and it is cruel in you, gentlemen, 
to see an otherwise clever fellow contracting habits of dis- 
honesty without rebuking him for it both by word and deed. 
You remember the fable of the young criminal who, before 
mounting the steps to the gallows, asked permission to kiss 
his weeping mother good-bye, and, instead of kissing her, bit 
off her ear, saying that if she had corrected his fault of pil- 
fering when he was & child, it would not now be necessary 
for society to put him to death asa thief. I was going to 
say—yes, I will say it--that if publishers will continue this 
slip-shod policy of allowing themselvs to be defrauded out 
of their money, they deserve to lose it. 

The only excuse you can offer for tolerating such dishonest 
conduct on the part of your non-paying subscribers is that, 
by adopting the pre-payment rule, and sticking to it inexor- 
ably, like the post-office department and the railroads, you 
may lose the patronage of the delinquents. ‘‘ Patrons,” do 
you call them? Why, the more you hav of such kind of 
patrons the nearer you are to bankruptcy and ruin! Patrons/ 
Molly Kelly! My neighbors are nearly all in the milk busi- 
ness, and they tell me that it is the hardest job to collect the 
money of their customers after the milk is used. The credit 
system is a damnable one. It converts honest men into 
rogues by playing upon that feature in the character of human 
nature which makes a man hate to pay for a dead horse. 

Now, Mr. Editor, I want you to publish this letter in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. Don’t put it in some obscure corner of the 
paper among the advertisments, and in small type, so thàt 
no one will see and read it. Give it a conspicuous place in 
your columns, for I think your paying subscribers, who 
alone are your patrons, and who are zealous for the reputa- 
tion of their associates, hav a right to be exempted from the 
mortification of reading these frequent duns of delinquents. 
If these hundreds of people are poor and cannot pay for their 
paper, giv it to them for nothing, and set down the amount 
in your column of private charity. But if they are able to 
pay, and you are.unable to spare the money, you must do as 
the railroad conductor does—require a ticket, or refuse a 
would-be passengcr a seat in the cars. Business is business. 

A. B. BRADFORD. 

Mr. Bradford's indignation is very just, though he 
is a little indiscriminate in dealing it out. Certainly 
no honest person will take and read a paper for which 
he does not intend to pay. Although business rules 
would require us to exact payment in advance, we 
are willing to accommodate subscribers as far as we 
can afford to. Thereare three classes of delinquents: 
1, those who neglect to pay through inability to do 
so; 2, those who neglect to pay through careless- 
ness; and 3, those who, we are pained to conclude, 
neglect to pay through dishonesty. If we were able 
to separate and classify these, we should then know 
whom to trust and whom to mistrust. Payment 
strictly in advance would probably giv us fewer sub- 
scribers and more money, but as subscribers are what 
we are most desirous to obtain, we hav adopted the 
present system, and bear the loss of the money as 
philosophically as possible. Upon reading this, we 
expect that in order to escape suspicion of belonging 
to the third class enumerated above, every subscriber 
in arrears will make a vigorous effort to remit at 
once. 

Here is another letter: 


Mz. EprroR: Your announcement that between two and 
three thousand dollars was due for THE TRUTH SEEKER 
both surprised and grieved me. 

. Can it be possible that such a sum as that is due for such 
8 paper as THE TRUTH Szexer? Less than ten cents a week 
for a rich feast served to its readers promptly every week! 

To me it is very cheap. If I had no other way to pay for 


it I would work nights, or do without something, but I 


would find a way to pay for THE TRUTA BEEKER. 
SEWARD MITOHELL. 
We can assure Brother Mitchell that we share his 
grief. But there is a bright side to the cloud. Here 
is a streak of silver breaking through a rift: 
PHILADELPHIA, PA., Dec. 17, 1886.. 
Mx. Eprron: I see that my subscription is out Jan. 1, 
1887. Isend $10 to pay for that year. The paper is worth 
it. Expose the hypocrisy and Jesuitism of Catholicism. 
Hold up the Nine Demands conspicuously. I also send $10 
for Mr. Samuel P. Putnam, toward his work. 


Very truly, E. M. Davis. 
——— 429—894 9— — ———— 


Does God Own the Land? 

Henry George declares that the fact that man did 
not create land debars him the right to own it. But 
if creation is to be the test of ownership, what is 
there in this world which man ean claim the right to 
own? All wealth comes from the land. This is ad- 
mitted. Whence, then, comes man's right to any 
property? It looks to us as though Henry George, in 
attributing the ownership of the Jand to the creator 
(God), is surrendering his birthright toaghost. But 


isn’t there something a trifle medieval in this claim 
that God owns the land? Is it not the foundation of 
thekingly prerogativ torule by divineright? If God 
owns the land, and if the priests are his agents, are 
not the priests the divinely-appointed rulers of the 
land? How does Mr. George know that God created 
the land? How does he. know there is a God? 
What evidence has he that the land was ever created 
at all? Did God create himself? If so, whence did 
he derive the power to do so? If. not, does he own 
himself? If he does not own himself, who does own 
him? And who created and owns the creator that 
ereated and owns the creator that created and owns 
the land? and who created and owns the creator that 
created and owns the creator that created the creator 
that created—but where will this stop? Nowhere. 
Mr. George believes that no man should hold land 
that he does not use. Does God usetheland? For 
what? To rip up with earthquakes and to devastate 
with cyclones. Can these ‘be called “improve- 
ments?” Does Mr. George call his theory a solution? 
It raises more questions than we could ask in a week, 
and there is no answer to anyof them. The question 
of creation must be left unsolved. It can hav no re- 
lation to the question whether men can rightfully own 
land‘or not. Theland question must be settled with 
God left out. ; T 


OS OO ` 
Tightening the Chains. 

It cannot be very gratifying to those interested in 
the abolition of priestly influence over the secular con- 
duct of the people to review the progress of the 
Romish church during the year 1886. Up to a year 
or two ago instances of ecclesiastical meddling with 
public affairs had for some time been somewhat tare. 
It was thought that the temporal power of the Cath- 
olic church in America did not, after all, amount to 
enough to constitute it a subject of contemporaneous 
human interest. Later encroachments of this organi- 
zation hav entirely exploded that idea. 

The first move was made in Toronto, where, 
owing to the ignorance of the masses, the rule of the 
church amounts almost to a hierarchy. . About the 
beginning of May, Arckbishop Lynch of the Toronto 
province issued a mandement prohibiting any Cath- 
olic of his archbishopric from joining the asso- 
ciation known as the Knights of Labor. A great 
deal of discussion ensued. It was claimed by some 
Catholics that the archbishop had exceeded his 
authority, that the order was not mandatory, and 
that it would be revoked by the pope. The fact re- 
mains, however, that the mandement has not been. 
recalled, and the greater likelihood is that it will be 
duplicated in the United States. 

As dangerous a feature of this aggression as could 
possibly exist is the attack of the church upon the 
established school system of the country; and that 
this aggression is of no small degree is shown by the 
number of parochial schools established during the 
past year. Statistics hav not been. formulated to 
show the exact extent of this evil, but there is no 
doubt that these schools count up into the hundreds, 
if not thousands. Another year will probably find 
them in nine out of ten of all the Catholic parishes in 
the United States, and a demand that must be met 
one way or another, and that at once; will be made 
for & portioning out of publie school money to sup- 
port them. The moment this is granted, Roman 
Catholieism will become practically the officially- 
recognized state religion of the American Republic. _ 

Ecclesiastical intermeddling in family matters has . 
also advanced a step. The pope, in his latest en- 
cyelical letter, forbids Catholics, upon pain of incur- 
ring his displeasure, to mary with those not of their 
own sect. 

Archbishop Elder, of Cincinnati, has jus issued a 
circular letter denying to Roman Catholic vocalists: 
the right to employ their talents in the synagogs of 
the Hebrews or in the Protestant churches. 

Priest McGlynn, of New York, is to be suspended: 
from the performance of his clerical functions, and 
must go to Home, and apologize to the pope for 
exercising the freedom of speech upon political sub- 
jects. 

A little while ago a man died in New York who 
was connected with a penal institution, the managers 
of which objected to having Catholic teaching thrust 
upon its inmates. The family of the dead man, 
Judge Alker, wished him to be buried from the ` 
cathedral on Fifth avenue. Their request for this 
was denied by Archbishop Corrigan, and it may now 
be understood that all- who oppose the “ Freedom of 


at 
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Worship bi 
the clergy. 

Elsewhere we copy from a Western paper an ac- 
count of a conflict between church and state in Ore- 
gon. Mr. B. Coffey, Indian agent at. Umatilla, Or., 
in the discharge of his official duties, came in colli- 
sion with the will of a priest. He obeyed the state 
rather than the church, and was promptly e excom- 


” will be deprived of the full benefit of 


-municated. 


These are but a few of the many instances ‘of 
priestly dictation scattered through the record of the 
past year. This dictation, of course, affects only 
Catholics ; but Catholicism is a growing power, and 
the time is coming when it will hav a hold upon 
others. 


public office, instead of being a public trust, will be- 
‘come a religious privilege. The laws of the church 
will be the laws of the land under the church. Those 
are blind who cannot see this. The danger from this 
‘source overshadows all others which threaten the 
foundations of religious liberty. The radical remedy 
is, of course, the promulgation of Freethought ideas 


‘and the eradication of all forms of superstition while 
the liberty of speech and press are stil] vouchsafed to 
„us. 


At the same time a zealous watch must be kept 
upon all legislation looking tothe granting of special 
privileges not only to any special sect, but to any 


form of religion. 
— 9 ———————— 


We Ask to Be Excused. 


A circular has reached us from the Anti-monopoly 
League stating that a struggle for the United States 
senatorship is now going on in this state, and that in 
this contest the sympathies of the Anti-monopolists 


` aro with the present senator, the Hon. Warner Mil- 


-should support Mr. Miller. 


ler. 


The name of Mr. Miller’s' opponent is not 
given, but the circular says regarding him that “ it 


"js publicly boasted by an activ agent of the candi- 
date that $250,000 will be spent in behalf of that |. 


candidate, a man who has had no training for the 
place, and who represents no interests except those 
of the bankers and brokers of Wall street. This bold 


-attempt to secure the senatorship from the state of 


New York by the use of money,and to turn the state 
into a rotten borough, must be squarely met, and we 


‘ask the coöperation of every good citizen to assist in 


preserving the integrity and good name of a state in 
which we hav a patriotic pride, by using such influ- 


-ence'as is in his power to return Senator Miller to 


the place he now fills with so much credit." 
It is beyond dispute that a man to whom the above 


. description accurately applies is not fit for a senator. 


Whoever he may be, we hope he will be defeated. A 


‘man who will spend a quarter of a million of dollars 


ito Becure an office worth five thousand must hav 


some ulterior object in view. His desire to serve his 
country is too intense to be genuin.. We throw him 
overboard at once. 

The reason is next given by the circular why we 
It is because : 

“To us who hav. been interested in the ‘measures for the 
regulation of inter-state commerce; the prevention of the 
importation. of contract labor; the protection of American 
industries; and: to the farming interests that are injured by 
the traffic in oleomargarine, his course has been particularly 
acceptable, and we respectfully urge that a man with such a 
fecord must not, for the credit of this state, be superseded by 
a mere representativ of money." 

We are free to state that these recommendations 
do not arouse our enthusiasm. They are not suffi- 
ciently explicit. It is not apparent to us why there 
should be any measures regulating inter-state com- 
merce.. Inter-state commerce should be able to regu- 
late itself by the general rules that govern all other 
commerce. : 

The importation of contract labor is & serious 
question. The fact that it is necessary to prevent it 
shows that there is something wrong somewhere 
else. It should be the work of statesmen to find out 
where that wrong resides which has forced Ámeriea 


to the humiliating necessity of excluding any honest |. 


man from its shores, whether he comes under con- 
tract or not, so long as the contract is voluntary. 

The further fact that American industries must be 
protected is equally deplorable. It is a confession 
of industrial weakness. The object of protection, as 
its advocates allege, is to exclude foreign manufact- 
ures. This givs American manufacturers a monopoly 


..of American trade. Why should an Anti-monopoly 
` League favor such a scheme as that? According to 


statistics, the manufacturing class number three- 


The test of membership in the church may’ 
‘become the test of eligibility to public office, and 


tenths of the population of the country; the non- 


: | manufacturing class number the other sever-tenths. 


Reckoning from a world-wide basis, this latter class 
pay for all home manufactures a per cent above the 
cost of producing them equal to the per cent of 
duties levied on foreign products. When anything is 
sold above the cost of production and distribution, 
the buyer is cheated. To take money from' the 
pockets of seven men, and place it in the pockets of 
three other men, is not in the direction of discourag- 
ing monopoly, that.is to say, the concentration of 
wealth in the hands of the few. Neither can this ex- 
change of money add materially to the wealth of a 
nation asa whole. It is generally held that the re. 
sources of a country are developed through the soil 
rather than wou” manufactures. This is a great 
question. 

Again, for some mysterious reason, Mr. Miller 
would protect the farmers from the incursions of the 
oleomargarine men, and thus secure to them a monop- 
oly of the trade in the material, of whatever name, 
which we spread upon our bread; and the Anti- 
monopoly League asks all good citizens to giv him 
their aid. The consumer of oleomargarine is required 
to pay two cents per pound (we believe that is the 
rate) above the legitimate cost of the production and 
distribution of that commodity. “This confers upon 
him the concomitant privilege of paying at the same 
increased rate for his butter. That is another great 
question. 

Lastly, common report has it that Mr. Miller has a 
monopoly, through a patent, of the process of mak- 
ing paper from woodpulp. He is, in fact, none other 
than the Woodpulp Miller of contemporaneous poli- 
ties. Through this monopoly, protected by patent 
and tariff, he is enabled to sell a cheap article at a 
high price. He stands toward legitimate paper men 
exactly in the attitude of the oleomargarine men to- 
ward the farmers. There is no question about this. 

Before we can unreservedly support Mr. Miller, we 


want to ascertain his views on the question of taxing 


churches and enforcing the rest of the Nine Demands 
of. Liberalism. We want to know whether he is in 
favor of a tariff on church furniture as well as on sec- 
ular utensils; whether he is in favor of taxing the 
home of the priest as weil as the home of the farmer 
and the artisan ; whether he is in favor of church ex- 
emption or not. We hold that, while the govern- 
ment is supported by compulsory taxation, all prop- 
erty should bear its equal share of the burden. What 
are Mr. Miller's views on this subject? What does 
he think about the land question—the giving away 
of great tracts to railroad corporations? What is his 
attitude toward the silver problem—the contraction 
of the currency—the heaping up of great hoards in 
the treasury at Washington? Unless he takes radical 
grounds on these questions, we decline to advocate 
his reélection. The United States Congress has 
done nothing, within the memory of the younger in- 
habitants, of sufficient importance to furnish an ex- 
cuse for its existence. It needs new blood and 
new questions to stir it. ‘We hav no assurance that 
Mr. Miller will furnish these, and therefore, as re- 
marked, we ask to be excused from taking any part 
in his campaign. 

Besides, Tat Trura SEExer is not a political paper, 
as the term is generally understood—and this is not 
intended for a political article. 

ý — nnn 


The Lay Sermon. 


We are now filling orders for Colonel Ingersoll’s 
“Lay Sermon” as fast as sent in. The sermon 
makes a 25-page pamphlet, and is issued in a style 
above criticism—large type, heavy paper, good press- 
work, and ornamented cover. It is revised for pub- 
lication by the author and is printed in this shape 
with his sanction. It is not only a wonderful sermon, 
but it sells wonderfully cheap—single copies, 5cents ; 
one dozen, 50 cents. Larger quantities at. special 
discount. 


. OTHER NEW PUBLICATIONS. : 

“Little Lessons for Little Folks" by Aunt El- 
mina (Mrs. E. D. Slenker). This will please the 
little ones. It is in large print, with an illustrated 
cover, like that seen in the advertisment on another 
page, and there are pleasing little pictures at various 
places throughout the book, Forty cents. 

“Economic Equities: & Compend of the Natural 
Laws of Industrial Production and Exchange,” by 
J. K. Ingalls, author of “ Social Wealth.” A work of 
much ability. Twenty-five cents. 


— 


* Personal Existence after Death Improbable," by 
L. R. Smith. This is our frst knowledge of Mr. 
Smith as an author, but thei impression is good. Fif- 
teen cents. 

Tae Taurn SEEKER ANNUAL AND FREETEINKERS AL- 
manac for 1887 is not yet ready for delivery, and we 
can at present do no more than prepare the public 
mind for its appearance. It will hav one feature 
which no other book ever possessed, to wit: it will 
contain all the religious laws now on the statute 
books of all the states and territories, including oath, 
blasphemy, and Sunday laws, together with statis- 
ties on church exemption, etc. This feature alone 
will make it invaluable to Liberals; 
others, which will be mentioned later. 
twenty-five cents will be the price. 


As usual, 


pu 

Tax clergymen of Chicago deserve Credit for their in* 
genuity in devising a new method of ''working" the free 
pass method at the theater. Having resolved that we view 
with alarm the increasing danger from the ballet, and that 
their utterance might lack no distinguished die, they speci- 
fied the American Opera. Company as particularly inimical 
to virtue, and then awaited the issue. The manager of the 
American Opera Company fell into the trap, and offered 
the ministers a free chance to see for themselvs what the 
ballet was like. Of course, there was a rush, and on the 
evening of December 16th, says the report, seventeen bald 
ministerial heads shone luminously in the front seats. It is 
said that the ninety or one hundred girls composing the 
ballet arose to the necessities of the occasion, and kicked 
their heels a little higher than usual, and that several of the 
clerical gentlemen fled the scene. Those who remained an- 
nounced themselvs as well pleased, and were sorry when the 


premiere danseuse had gyrated upon the point of one great . 


toe and aimed the other at the gallery for the last time. 
Those who went away hav since expressed regret that they 
didn’t stay to see the show through. Asa result of all this 
the ministers hav the entrée to the theater, and the opera 
company has a big advertisment. Thus is the cause of 
morality subserved. 


Tur editor of the Progressiv Age says that the editor of 
Tug TRUTH SEEKER has been obliged to cease his utterances 
about the Chicago Anarchists ‘‘because of loss of sub- 
scribers.” The Progressiv Age may hav sources of informa- 
tion regarding this matter superior to our own, but thus far 
no one, to our knowledge, has discontinued this paper from 
the cause alleged. If such a thing should occur, it would 
only serve to show that the subscriber made a mistake in 
supposing that he wanted a Freethought paper. But it was 
not to dispute with the editor of the Progressio Age that we 
hav noticed his little aberration. He has said that the editor 
of Taz TRUTH -SEEKER has ceased his utterances on a certain 
subject because of loss of subscribers. The statement is not 
true. There is no foundation for it whatever. We wish 
Brother Jamison would say without evasion why he printed 
such a statement as that. It is an interesting question in 
psychology. If the cause of lying could be reached, some- 
thing might be done of a radical nature toward reducing the 
total volume of untruth. Dr. Monroe, of the Jronclad Age, 
should also study this question. It is one with which both 
of these gentlemen are more familiar, apparently, than with 
matters of law affecting new trials for convicted Anarchists. 


Ir is said that the Rev. Father McGlynn’s participation in 
the George campaign is not his only offense. He has declined 
to establish a parochial school in his parish, has discouraged 
the practice, which poor Catholics hav, of giving all their loose 
change to the church, and the amount of money which he has 
raised from his consregation is not satisfactory to the higher 
authorities. Furie jermore, he has taught his flock that the 
place to be happy is here and now, and that the prospect of a 
rich reward hereafter is no reason why anyone should be 
satisfied with a miserable life here. Father McGlynn has a 
great opportunity before him. If he keeps a stiff backbone, 
and will run for pope, he can rely on Tug TRUTH SEEKER’s 
support against any other candidafe yet heard from. 


—————— 


CounTLANDT PALMER, elected president of the Secular ` 


Union at the last Congress, has accepted the position, and 
will make his usual yearly contribution of $200. Mr. 
Palmer is now traveling in Europe in search of health and 
strength, in which search, all will be pleased to learn, he re- 
ports fair success. Long liv President Palmer! 


Mr. A. T. MoMiziax, of Wamego, Kan., is doing good 
work in a series of articles on religion published by the Kan- 
sas Agriculturist. It would be a good plan, wherever prac- 
ticable, for Freethinkers to act as correspondents of their 
local papers. Most communities would take kindly to occa- 
sional mild doses of common sense. 


Tag Avant-Courier notes this gratifying state of affairs; 
“ Archbishop Corrigan damns Socialism. Socialism damns 
archbishops. So honors are easy.” 

—_— Oo 
Honorable Mention. 

The. nfath Seeker Publishing Company, of New York, hav 
issued Col. Robert G. Ingersoll’s ‘‘ Lay Sermon,” which ap- 
peared in the Gazetteer a few weeks ago, in neat pamphlet 
form, and will furnish single copies by mail for. five cents 
each, or 50 cents a dozen. This is the colonel’s authorized 
edition, he having carefully revised the proofs.—Sunday 
Gazetteer. 
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Letters from friends. 


San JosE, Car., Nov. 2, 1886. 
‘Mr. Éprron: Inclosed please find $8—$3 to be applied on 
my subscription to THz Trura SEEKER for 1887, and the bal- 
ance to be used in any way it may do the most good to fur- 
ther our Liberal cause. ‘Lewis RoTHERMEL. 


SPRINGFIELD, ILL., Nov. 24, 1886. 
Mr. EDITOR: Let me record my vote in favor of the car- 
toons, and also let me say that the editor has my unqualified 
approval for the stand he has taken in the case of the con- 
demned Anarchists of Chicago, for the meanest murderer 
gets a better show and a fairer trial than hav those men, for 
simply exercising their right of free expression; and when a 
government gets so good (or bad) that it will not bear criti- 
cism, without hanging the critics, then it is time it was over- 

thrown. Henry WALKER. 


West View, O., Dec. 10, 1886. 

Mr. Eprzon: Herewith find money-order for one dollar 
for Campaign Fund to help the good work along the coming 
year. It is my intention to subscribe one dollar each year 
for propaganda work, and should the good work lack funds, 
drop me a card and I will subscribe another dollar. I think 
if everyone that claims to be with us would subscribe one 
dollar yearly much more might be done. 

The grand old TRUTH SEEKER reaches me every Saturday 
morning, and is more than welcome. I hope you will issue 
the cartoons in book form, with notes explaining them ; it 
would be such a good book for children if the pictures were 
explained. Mr. Tanney and myself will take one each. 

Wishing you success, I am, etc., A. E. SMITE. 


Kent, Onto, Dec. 4, 1886. 

Mr. Epitor: A friend of mind handed me Tre TRUTH 
SEEKER of November 20th. According to your statement, 
“a number of English-Americans held a meeting 
and proposed to erect, on the highest point of land about 
New York harbor, a colossal statue of the queen [Victoria] 
one hundred feet higher than Bartholdi’s Liberty.” This 
means, I suppose, that monarchism is ‘‘ one hundred feet” 
preferable to a republican form of government. If such a 
monument is erected, I would like to be one to ’elp kick the 
kussed thing clear across the Hatlantic. I hav nothing 
against Queen Victoria. She would make as good a house- 
wife as any other haristocrat, for anything I know to the 
contrary. If Wiman and those other fellows want to immor- 
talize themselvs by such an act, why don’t they ship them- 
selvs to the other side of the ‘‘ pond,” and not offer such a 
base insult as that to the American flag? Tell them for me 
that there is at least one Hinglishman on this side of the 
water who thinks it is time a check was put upon the fawn- 
ing and cringing at the feet of monarchs. Jonn Davey. 


So. Barre, Dec. 8, 1886. 

Mr. Epitor: I am no Anarchist, but am in sympathy 
with those Chicago men. They did not hav a fair trial. 
Public opinion, and not evidence, convieted them. I believe 
the bomb-thrower, if ever found, will come from Pinkerton’s 
planning, or be some worthless, wanton fellow cmployed by 
capital. The case is too much like that of D. M. Bennett. 

Now, my friend Eugene, all that you hav said in Tux 
Trura SEEKER in behalf of those eight men in Chicago was 
well said, and in justice much more should hav been said— 
the name of your paper demanded it. I am surprised that 
so many claiming to be Liberal are so ready to condemn on 
such evidence as.Gilmore's and such ruling as Judge Gary's. 
If Chicago hangs them, it will not be legal, but malicious 
murder. But they will not hang ; they are not proven guilty 
under the Constitution. 

May we not awaken one sober thought, one ray of reason? 
To go back to 1860—there was Anarchism. Whom did we 
hang? One woman. Shame! Why were Jeff Davis, Lee, 
and many others protected? Where is Davis to-day, and 
what is he teaching? Is he not making bombs for some fut- 
ure day? Let us try, at least, to be consistent. Consistency 
is said to be a jewel, and certainly we are not overstocked 
with gems in these times. ` M. B. DeLano. 


Kansas Orry, Mo., Nov. 30, 1886. 

Mr. Epitor: Inotice ‘an article in your paper written by 
Lucy Colman, a part of which was good, and a part was not 
wholesome, good, or intelligent; nor does it tend to further 
Freethought and reform. She says through the kindness of 
Mr. Ryan she made the acquaintance of Lucy Parsons, a 
mulatto. Mrs. Parsons has been going around the country 
making ludicrous speeches, and calling the officers of the 
law thieves and murderers. Mrs. Colman thinks the con- 
demned in Chicago, if hanged, will be martyrs, after all of 
their deeds of wilful murder, and their insult to the Amer- 
ican flag, the flag that should be dear to every citizen of 
Ameriea, by waving a red rag or flag. She thinks Mrs. Par- 
sons is a splendid woman for saying, Down with the govern- 
ment! There is no accounting for taste, however. Such 
things hav a tendency to retard Frecthought and reform for 
years, and should not be tolerated by the honest American 
citizen, as no man should be permitted to hoist a flag of any 
description in this country and cry, ‘‘ Down with the stars 
and stripes!"—the flag that protects them from the tyranny 
of foreign powers— which the condemned Anarchists are 
certainly guilty of doing. 

Now I wil just say that I am a Liberal, so far as it goes 
without violence, and no further, as the churches hav been 
guilty of enough of that already. And I take TuE Trurn 
SEEKER, and hav taken it for six years, and expect to take it, 
but such articles are a detriment to its circulation. - Every 
paper, after I hav read it, I giv to some one where there is a 
prospect of a subscriber, consequently I am getting up quite 


a lot of new subscribers here. I also sell the ‘ Bible 
Abridged,” Ingersoll’s ‘‘Gems of Thought," and Paine’s 
“ Age of Reason,” while I talk Infidelity to the God and 
Christ system. I hope for prosperity of the cause, but crim- 
inals, either from secret orders or the church, must be pun- 
ished for their crimes, or there is no freedom for the average 
citizen of this country. A. B. Fox. 


WirnaMson, N. Y., Dec. 10, 1886. 

Mr. Epitor: Through the efforts of Johnny Beach, the 
son of Ashley Beach, of Williamson, N. Y., Mr. Remsburg 
was induced to come and giv us a lecture—subject, ‘‘The 
Apostles of Liberty "—in Tassell’s Hall, November 29th. 
The evening was dark: and gloomy. rain falling fast; still, 
there was a fine audience, who took the lecture in in solid 
chunks. This lecture was conceded by all people of inteli- 
gence and education to be one of the finest ever delivered in 
"this town. All, except three or four old shellbacks, were 
highly delighted, and went home with their spiritual strength 
renewed. 

This boy Johnny, of seventeen, is good Beach timber, and 
warranted not to crack or check. He has been reared under 


the influence of the Baptist church. You will find no bap- 


tism or immersion on his plate. He never was a member of 
a church, but was reared under its influence. His parents 
were Baptists by birth and habits, but not in brains, and for 
many years hav followed the church. There are about forty 
of this Beach family, nearly all of whom are connected with 
some church. John is making havoc in their ranks, backed 
by his parents, and a few older men, who are bound to stand 
by him. I asked three of the ministers to read the notice of 
Mr. Remsburg's meeting, and not one of them would do so. 
Your readers all know why. A. @. Austix, M.D. 


CrEoPATRA, Mo., Dec. 8, 286. 

Mr. EprroR: Inclosed find $8.50, for which send THE 
TRUTH SEEKER one year as directed. ‘The people in this 
section of country are not willing, as yet, to risk anything 
that leads them away, or weakens their faith in tradition, 
composed as they are of seven er eight bankrupt insurance 
companies or sects. At times they make strenuous efforts to 
harmonize, especially if there is an Atheist in their midst. 
Some two months since one Rev. Pate came along and billed 
himself for four lectures at the Union church, notifying the 
people that if they would come out to hear him he would 
prove by the testimony of the apostles and prophets that God 
did not foreknow all things, and was not in possession of all 
power. Time came; they gave him a hearing that so be- 
wildered them that some were actually mad, and told the 
speaker that he was meaner than old John Day, whereupon 
the old man said, Amen, come again soon. Then avout & 
month ago an ex-reverend came along and told us to listen, 
and he would prove immortality and an angelic identity with- 
out referring to any written book. After hearing him the 
most of them said. he made a failure, so at present writing I 
hav to report the people confused and in & state of mental 
delirium. When their attention is called to Freethought 
and investigation, that will giv them truth, and that.in turn 
will giv them independence. Then they look suspiciously 
and say, Freethought, that means freelove, don’t it? So they 
hav been fooled so often that this seems to be about the dark- 
est time of all the past. The best that this club can do at 
present is to nominate R. G. Ingersoll for president of these 
United States in 1888. So we go along hopeful, having con- 
fidence in the evoluting forces and the Truth Seeker Co. 

J. W. Dax. 


REFLECTIONS UPON OOLONEL INGERSOLL'S ‘‘ LAY SERMON.” 

Conoorp, KY., Dec. 10, 1886. 
Mr. Epiror: Upon first presentation, Gwendolen, George 
Eliot’s masterpiece, strikes the reader as being a character 
very extraordinary—a type of womanhood so unique, so in- 
dividual, so unlike anyone you had ever known before. 
But the writer, as if weary of the purely idealistic, fails to 
sustain the splendid anomaly, and finally allows it to merge 
into the mere mediocre. 


mola. We infer that amid her logical sequences and “ fine- 


spun" philosophies, these personal creations were regarded | 


as merely side issues, not worthy of a continuance of the care 
that she at first bestowed upon them. 


While I wili not yield the palm of admiration for Colonel 


Ingersoll to anyone, yet in reading his ‘‘Lay Sermon” I 


thought I discerned a comparison between the gifted author- 
His text, wrought of the brain of 
one of the gods of humanity, would at his hands, if any- 


ess and the gifted orator. 


where, find ample justice. That is, he could see the vast- 
ness of the meaning; extract as much richness from it, or, in 
other words, interpret it as grandly, as the best. But in the 
course of his address, he touches upon certain points, that, 
like his distinguished compeer, he seems to look upon as 
merely side issues, leading us to conclude that human nat- 
ure even in its best forms is subject to discrepancies. 

The log cabin, with its corresponding floral adornments, 
its happy occupants, whose dreams are never haunted by 
mortgage or interest (which are no ghosts, by the way), is a 
pleasant picture to contemplate, and while few, perhaps, 
would exchange the castle for the cottage (the task looks 
easy), many would envy the humble dweller his exemption 
from harassing cares. 
no wish to mar it. 
ularity clogs; 
times compelling the possessor to show himself only conserv- 
ativly radical, radicalism to-day being in the main essential 
to renown. 
sympathies evince, as they so often do, his love for the race, 


But it is a fact to be regretted that pop- 


can he not see with his clear embracing vision that infelicia 


is written all over the national horizon? Then where is the 


appropriateness of so much national panegyric? Had our 
government remained true to its foundation principles, de- 
traction might indeed hav heen sacrilege, hut when we 


A similar bathos occurs in Ro- 


"lis indeed a pretty poem, and I hav’ 


that renown is often a dead weight, some- 


While in the above portrayal the speaker’s 


compare the’ advantages this had, and still has, over other 
governments, it is straining a point to say itis the best. We 
can trace the outlines of a landscape better by being a little 
distance away than by being immediately upon it, and by 
parity of reason we do not perceive the wrongs committed at 
home so clearly as when committed abroad. But there are: 
wrongs committed, and grievous ones, too. 

The ballot is referred to as a means of redress, but so 
adroitly and unscrupulously manipulated as it is at present, 
it only plays into the hands of power. The instrument in- 
tended to secure liberty is by degrees taking its life. What 
are syndicates, conventions, and nominations as a relief to 
the suffering portion of society? These, and not the electiv: 
franchise, constitute the ruling force, and those needing the 
remedy aré as helpless as if immured in the dark dungeons 
of Goa; This may be treason, but it. is truth no less; and 
when truth becomes treason, the end is not yet. The pres- 
ent state of affairs reveals a great variety of constiences, and 
it is presumed that he who thinks one way is just as sincere - 
as he who thinks diversely, but at the same time it is better 
to search for the cause than condemn the effect. Those who 


‘attach such odium to certain names, and consider them a 


menace and danger to the government, should remember 
those names hav undergone modification of meaning just as 
mind has undergone modification of thought, and it 
is due to safety to discard hastily adopted conclusions, and 
permit cool reflection to don the ermin pro tempore. The 
Banquo of injustice is irrepressible, and retribution with 
glaring eye and bloodhound scent will avenge every wrong. 
There is a huge difficulty to be unraveled by this nation in 
the near future, the failing of which will place it in the con- 
dition of the weather-beaten old king, ‘“ the foolish old man, 
who still would manage those authorities he hath given: 
away." Vireinia E. VANOE. 


GREELEY, Cor., Dec. 9, 1886. 

Mr. Epitor: Once more the dregs of orthodoxy hav been 
stirred by our friend and most profound logical reasoner, 
W. F. Jamieson. I think we are gaining a little foothold, as 
the audience was good each night, except the first, and it 
would hav been larger had it not been so very cold in the 
hall. The proprietor of the hall failed to hav an extra stove 
put up. People generally seem to think that an Infidel can 
stand anything, even to hear a lecturer speak in the dark, as 
the price of electric light went up so high that first night we 
failed to see it. The other nights we procured a better hall, 
and enjoyed the lectures: ‘‘ What will You Giv Instead of 
Christianity ?” ‘‘Thomas Paine,” “The Rigid Rule of the 
Rich Makes Millions Mourn,” ** The Conflict Between Re- 
ligion and Science," and ** Has Jesus any Followers on the 
Earth at the Present Time?" The lectures were all very 
impressiv and instructiv. The Bible speaks of the inspired 
apostles. I think our Liberal apostle possessed far more in- 
spiration in dealing with his subjects than the apostles of old. 
The crowning effort.of his lectures was delivered the last 
night. 'The grandeur and beauty of his discourse at times 
held his audience spellbound, and at other times caused them 
to demonstrate their feelings with applause. He earnestly 
and zealously implored his orthodox opponents to meet him 
in open debate. In order to effect this result, he showed 
conclusivly that the Bible and common sense indorsed dis- 
pute. These principles as practiced by Jesus are absolutely 
rejected by his professed disciples. The strong army of 
Christians hav not the moral courage to cope with the Infi- 
del adversary for fear of demolishing the, shackles of relig- 
ious superstition. "The Israelites while under the Mosaic or 
theocratical rule. marched with murderous and inhulnani. 
tarian principles, and stamped victory upon their banner. 
Yet the great army of Christians, who hav a trinity of power 
to direct them against the assaults of Infidelity, still hug the 
delusiv phantom of hope, and hurl the battle-ax of reason as 
far away as possible. Christians possess another element - 
that we Infidels do not—faith. Why not be brave and cour- - 
ageous, as the champion and living exemplar has demon- 
strated? At least test the walls of Infidelity. 


Evian C. STILLWELL, 
Bec. Greeley Sec. Society. 


WonozsTER, Mass., Dec. 12, 1886. 
Mr. Eprron: Perhaps a few lines from the ‘‘ Heart of the: * 
Commonwealth? may not giv offense to the friends who 
constitute so large an array of writers and subscribers to 
your valued paper. Until recently I hav not met a copy of 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER for months, but now an old and tried 
worker in the army of freedom, A. M. Driscoll, has it weekly 
for sale on his counter. Living so near the office of the Bos- 
ton Investigator, we hav always rather leaned upon that for 
our staff and guide; but this is a growing county, and I find 
among your contributors many with whom I was associated 
in the short but eventful life of Woodhull & Claftins Weekly. 
The Catholics, of whom we hav a goodly quantity here, hav 
established two or three parochial schools, in which the re- 
ligious education of their young is to be carefully looked 
after, to the exclusion of all common sense, and, judging 
from what I hav seen of their pupils, one would vote the 
scheme a success. Emboldened by their success, not long 
since one of their clergy ventured to petition the city govern- 
ment for the repeal of the ‘‘ water tax ;” or, in other words, 
asked that the use of the city water be given gratuitously in. 
some of the largest of their buildings. Think of it, you Lib- 
erals of America—millions of property in our fair land un- 
taxed; 75,000 nondescripts, called by courtesy clergymen, to 
be supported by the toilers of this country because they are 
too lazy and shiftless to work, seeking by every means in 
their power to shut out the sunlight and shroud mankind in 
darkness and mental ignorance, and yet crying greedily for 
more power, more gold. Oh, that I might touch with words 
of fire the hearts of America’s fathers and mothers and 
awaken them from theirapathy! Oh, that I might open the’ 
eyes to the most damning of hideous slavery that ever cursed 
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a human soul! Why, oh, why, cannot you look to Spain; 
. why cannot you look to Italy, and see the results of giving 
power into the hands of the church? And only through our 
own grand free public school education can the sad experi- 
ences of these two countries be avoided. Then let us join 
hands firmly, Atheists, Freethinkers, Liberals, of all lands, 
nations, and peoples, against more concessions to that great- 
est, most hideous of all humbugs, *'* Religion," and her 
75,000 ** bums ” and ‘ beats." Yours for mental liberty, 
FreD. L. HILDRETH. 


Laxe Crry, Ia., Dec. 9, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav worked on a farm over a half-century, 
and, having been a pretty close observer of all crops, I think 
I ought to be a competent witness in the chess case. I am 
just as positiv that wheat or timothy will seed, or either 
bring chess, as I am that two and two make four, and I will 
now giv my reasons. When a boy of twelve years of age a 
` man rode up to our place, and commenced talking to my 
father. While doing so his horse was eating off the wheat 
that grew close to the fence and as far out as he could reach, 
and just that far out every wheat-stool brought forth cheat, 
or chess. But in many years of farming I found hard win- 
ters always producing chess more or less. I once put a 
new, clean piece of ground in wheat, and on the high 
ground, where I had taken out trees by the roots a foot over, 
it left steep depressions, and the snow lay in those holes all 
winter, while on high ground it all blew off. The result was, 
the high ground was nearly all chess; the low ground, as 
beautiful wheat as ever grew. . 

But, better still, in 1858 I was shown a stool of wheat, 
in Belmont county, Ohio, part wheat and part chess, the 
roots being inseparable. In 1843 or 1844, in many places in 


Ohio, the extreme dry weather changed the timothy mead-- 


ows to chess; but all was right again the next year. 

But more about timothy. I knew a man well in Washing- 
ton county, Ohio, who sowed eight acres of timothy. It 
came up nicely; but what was his surprise the next season 
on going out to look at his timothy to find the entire crop 
cheat! He was much alarmed, thinking his farm would be 
taken with chess unless cut while green. But the best and 
premium farmer of the country told him not to be alarmed, 
to cut his cheat when it would make the best hay, and he 
would pay all damage if any harm resulted from his advice. 
He did so, and that was the last of the chess, and no man 
. had a nicer timothy meadow after that than he. Now I will 
tell Mr. A. Moot something he does not know. He cannot 
raise a single grain of chess from pure chess and perfectly 
clean ground if it was to save his life. My uncle gave out a 
standing offer for thirty years, first at $5.00 per bushel for 
every bushel of chess so raised, but got none, and then made 
. the offer double, but never got a bushel. When a mule will 
produce his or her kind, chess will do the same thing, but 
not before. There must be a mixture somewhere. Perhaps 
the strongest agricultural writer in the United States is 
Father Clarkson, of the Iowa State Register. He is a man 
whom Henry Clay was proud to know in his day; and he 
says the man that does not know that wheat will pass to 
chess is too big a fool for him to discuss with. Now, I would 
be far from saying that of Mr. Most. But, in all candor, it 
looks a little weak when a man calls for proof in a case 
wherein he has not presented one particle of evidence him- 
self to the contrary. Respectfully yours, J. L. Tompxins. 


: Brooxton, Me., Dec. 8, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: Your excellent paper reaches me regularly 
each week, and seems to get more readable and interesting 
with each issue. f 

The illustrations I would not be without, as they show up 
in their true colors the hollow sham of Christian superstition 
and pretension. I thank you for the bold and determined 
stand you hav taken against the outrageous verdict in the 
case of the Chicago Anarchists—a verdict subversiv of every 
right guaranteed by the Constitution—and I am inclined to 
ascribe the granting of a new trial by the judge to your 
efforts and the efforts of those other papers which had the 
backbone to speak out. 

But with all my praise and admiration for you and your 
paper, I noticed a poem copied from Life in. a recent issue 

_which was sadly out of place in a paper devoted to the re- 
form and best interests of the human race. It was a bur- 
lesque and shameful caricature on the noble efforts of the 
Trish people to break the English yoke, at least in the man- 
agement of their local affairs, and as selections giv character 
to a paper quite as much as original articles, I do not think 
that the editor of Taz Trura SEEKER can be held entirely 
blameless, 

No one knows better than myself, or is more willing to 
admit, that the Irish are terribly priest-ridden ; and while de- 
fending their political rights with a whole héart, I hav often 
drawn down their denunciations for expressing my opinions. 
But we should hav charity for the Irish, knowing the double 
load of oppression they hav had to carry, and after we hav 
shown & willingness to take—nay, hav taken—an activ part 
in helping them break the fetters of England, it will then be 
time to break the shackles of Rome. . was 

I shall send, very shortly after our quarterly pay-day, for 


some of your pamphlets, some of which I will send with. 


copies of Tue TRUTH SEEKER to the benighted heathen in 
the province of New Brunswick, especially "Fredericton, 
where Freethought missionaries are greatly needed. If you 
could send one of your lecturers over to open their eyes and 
crack the hard shell of bigotry, hypocrisy, and aristocracy 
with which they are enveloped, you would indeed be doing a 
good work. : 

Now, I hope you will pardon me for taking up so much 
of your valuable space and publish my letter entire and un- 
“Changed, Manrm BUTLER. 


[Brother Butler's letter is above printed entire and un- 
The verses which he criticises were, 


changed as he requests. 
put in the ** Odds and Ends” for the fun there was in them. 
Tux TnurH SEEKER is in favor of giving Ireland a home par- 
liament, even if the pope is made premier. The chief oppo- 
sitioh to home rule springs from the religious prejudice of 
Protestants, and is of course wrong. At the same time, Ire- 
land would be a rather tropical country for Protestants and 
heretics if home rule were once inaugurated.—En. T. 8.] 


. Prescort, Ia., Dec. 5, 286. 

Mr. Epirog: You will no doubt remember my giving you 
a call at Taz TRUTH SEEKER office on the 14th of last April 
on my way to England. And now that I hav returned, I 
would like to express my thoughts on a few things that I 
witnessed while there. 

I find old England pretty much the same country in habits 
and customs as she was twenty years ago. She seems to ad- 
vance very slowly. The lower classes, with some noble ex- 
ceptions, seem to be still groveling in the dire depths of su- 
perstition and ignorance, accompanied by poverty and op- 
pression, held down and robbed mentally and financially by. 
the iron hand of the crafty priest and a rascally aristocracy. 
And, strange it seems, large numbers still bow their heads in 
tame submission, and become willing slaves to those twin 
moristers of superstition and oppression. 

But while we are looking at the dark side of the govern- 
ment of England, we see a few bright spo.s in their political 
horizon that foretell a more glorious liberty than they hav 
heretofore enjoyed. The two brightest events in English 
history of to-day, it seems to me, are compulsory education 
and an almost universal suffrage. With those two mighty 
weapons of defense, the men of England in the near future 
will rise in their might at the ballot-box, and will annihilate 
the power and influence of those self-appointed law-makers, 
miscalled titled. aristocracy, who hav oppressed the peo- 
ple of England these long weary years. And along with 
the downfall of this privileged class that pauper family of 
England, with its long train of treachery, crime, and oppres- 
sion, will hav to meet its inevitable: doom. On its ruins let 
there be built a glorious republic—a government of the peo- 
ple, by the people, and for the people. : 

` While in England I found there were many republicans— 
men who are tired of the extravagance and waste of money ; 
men who hav read and studied their pitiful condition, and 
are to-day boldly demanding to know the reason why they 
hav to pay the enormous sum of £869,000, or nearly $4,350,- 
000, to feed and keep in idleness a so-called royal family, a 
mere figurehead, that never was worth a cent to.them except 


to act in collusion with a rascally titled aristocracy to rob 


and oppress them. Why is it that this same aristocracy of 
about 532 families, holding 18,888 offices, steal (legally) £108,- 
614,682, or nearly $54,073,100, annually ?—forty of those 
nice gentlemen holding offices to the number of fifty and up- 
wards each ; three of them holding over one hundred offices 
each; the highest number of offices held by one man being 
one hundred and twenty-seven. Eight of those titled gentle- 
men draw from the public treasury over $5,000,000 each an- 
nually. : The highest amount paid to one man is £1,600,500, 
or nearly $8,002,500, annually. . How does this showing look 
to the workingmen of England? “How is this for old merrie 
England with her big boast of freedom and liberty? Yet the 
Tory gentlemen say it's the cheapest thing we've got. And 
let me say these are statistics written by Englishmen. 

Another great question to be solved is put forward by the 
honest and thinking men of England. Where did this noble 
aristocracy obtain those vast possessions they now hold? 
Did they work for them? No (with few exceptions), history 
answers, Stolen from the people by dissolute and dishonest 
monarchs and bestowed on their fayorit chums, and the off- 
spring of their favorit courtesans. In looking at the present 
state of affairs, is it not time for honest men to call a halt to 
such proceedings, and say to those noble lords: Your ancestors 
stole the landed estates you hold from us; you hav made the 
laws ever since, and always largely in your own favor, and 
if you wish to continue to make our laws you must go sub- 
ject to the votes of the people? 

There is also another class of gentlemen that the people of 
England would do well to attend to. That is priestcraft, 
with its thirty bishops, a large majority of which sits in the 
House of Lords helping to make laws. Jt would seem at 
first sight that in those gentlemen the toiling masses would 
surely find a friend; but no, sir, they hav ever been the 
poor, cringirig suppliants at the feet of wealth and royalty. 
Read their history and the above record is true; thirty or 
more of them drawing from the people the snug little sum of 
£148,040, or nearly $740,200, annually, beside an army of 
priests doing the work. Mr. F. Martin, on this subject, 
says in 1885 the total value of the ecclesiastical revenue must 
certainly he about £112,000,000, or nearly $560,000,000, be- 
side an estimated sum of $5,000,000 voluntarily subscribed 
to the priests of Nonconformist congregations. A nice sum 
this—isn't it?—for superstition. Well may the thinking 
men of England stand aghast and demand in thunder tones 
what becomes of this enormous amount of money. Facts 
echo the answer, To keep in idleness, dissipation, and luxury 


a class of privileged drones called aristocracy, à pauper 


royal family, and an army of worthless, designing priests, 
pretending to get a living by promulgating and trying to per- 
petuate a superstitious theology that if they are the learned 
men they profess to be they know to be falee. Truly, Eng- 
land needs many more men like Bradlaugh and Labouchere 
to fight the battles of political and religious liberty. 

But while I hav been talking of superstitious England 
there remains some work for us to do here at home. We 
find rank ‘superstition all around us. We hav had our 
Methodist and Baptist friends shouting themselvs hoarse for 
the last two weeks in s distracted meeting (that is what they 


call it--is it not?) to their Jew god to save somebody. And 


the result was, they took eight or nine victims to the river 
this winter morning, with the thermometer below zero, cut 
the ice, and plunged them under. Such scenes as those must 
be a powerful reminder to Liberals that they hav a great 
work todo yet before the- human mind is free from the 
blighting effects of foolish superstition. . But let us keep 
working on; the day will come when superstition, with all 
its baneful effects, will hav become a thing of the past, and 
victory will crown our noble efforts. . J. B. BLAOKBUEN. 


Kent, Onto, Dec. 18, 1886. 
Mr. Eprrog: I do not wish to keep alive or agitate the 
question of justice or injustice regarding the seven Chicago 


“Anarchists, and I am glad they are to hav a new trial, or, at 


least, hope this is the case; but I do wish your many 
readers who seem to be in sympathy with crime could know 
the actual iacts regarding the works and doings of the An- 
archists (or what other name you wish to apply to them) at 
Chicago. * [happened to be in Chicago on business from 
February to. Tuy last, and my business took me past or near 
the Haymarket square nearly every day, and I think I know 
something of the facts in the case. I saw the class of people 
that made up the crowd at that time, and I wish to ask if 
the Anarchists did not actually parade the streets with a red 
flag at their head? Were not those seven men leaders and 
advocates of sentiments that were materially detrimental to a 
republican or any other form of government? Did they not 
advocate and advise the taking of the law into their own 
hands, and doing as they wished ? RN 

Did they not make inflammatory speecbes openly, and ad- 
vise the using of force to carry out their wishes? Were, not 
bombs,or material for making the same, together with fire- 
arms, found with or in,possession of nearly all of those seven 
men? If so, were they not as guilty as the wretch who 
actually threw the shell? If I advise and encourage you to 
kill a man, should you be punished and I go scot-free? 
I think just as much of the miserable devil who has the 
courage to murder as I do of a coward who sits back and 
advocates it. I feel sorry for those condemned men, who 
should hav known better than to teach such principles—sorry 
for their wives and children—but should I not hav as much 
feeling for the officers, who were protecting our lives and 
property, and were killed in cold blood? Hav they not 
wives and children, who are equally as sensitiv to feeling as 
those seven men, whom the law terms felons ? 

It is not necessary because we hav what we are pleased 
to call a “free country" that we allow the freedom of either 
speech or press to be carried so far as to endanger the lives 
of our people. We hav laws that are made by men selected 
from the people and by the people for the better protection 
of our freedom and form of government, and no man or class 
of men hav any national, natural, moral, or physical right to 
disobey ny letter or part of those laws. If the majority of 
the people wish to change them, they can elect men for that 
purpose. The vote of the poor counts as much as that of 
the rich man. I belong to the former class myself, but I do 
not condemn the few who hav succeeded by strict attention 
to business, using economy, good judgment, etc., or who 
hav got money by what is termed ‘‘good luck.” We all 
must ‘‘ paddle our own canoe,” and cannot use the water in 
which rests the canoe of another. 

There is now being considered by the National Labor 
League the placing of a national boycott upon a well-known 
manufacturer in an adjoining town, which is expected to hav 
a bad effect on his business and to cause him to ‘‘ come to 
time” and pay higher wages or close business. This manu- 
facturer now employs several hundred men, who are keep- 
ing their families in a respectable way (or can), and hundreds 
of others stand ready to take the place of those workmen as 
fast as any one or all quit work. Now, suppose the shop 
should close, the manufacturers are perfectly able to retire 
from business. What would be the consequence? Why, 
those now at work would be thrown out of employfnent, and 
those now idle be no better off. But the League will say 
some other men with capital would take their places; but 
not unless they can be assured there.is money in it and no 
strikes or boycotts to be ordered. When money is cheap, or 
at a low rate of interest, it is sure to seek investment, and if 
there is money in manufacturing, capital soon finds it out. 

I believe strikes are a detriment to the laboring class, as a 
general rule, and while I like good wages as well as anyone, 
I do not ask or expect capital to keep me or my family in all 
the luxuries of the land unless I work for it. I hav no 
sympathy with men who strike for eight hours a day, spend 
eight hours more in a saloon, while their wives are putting 
in sixteen hours per day in poverty at home, taking care of 
a large family of children. This is my view on the ques- 
tion, from my own observation in Chicago and other places. 
The poor man generally is the one who has the most chil- 
dren, drinks the most beer, has more leisure hours, and is the 


-first to be led away by bad advice. Let us support less 


superstition, better schools, make better laws, and liv up 
to those we hav better, and we will be better prepared to 
teach our. children and liv ourselvs; hav more money, more, 
better, and happier homes; wear better clothes, drink less 
alcohol, and need less penitentiaries. 

I cannot close without asking everyone to send to Con- 
verse Close, Grattan, Mich., for a little pamphlet on relig- 
ion in general (hav forgotten the title of the book). I 
know not the price nor whether he keeps them for. sale; & 
postal card will giv you the information. I hav never read 
a work by any guthor who used better language than Mr. 
Close—very consérvativ, offending none, and respectful to 
all. Also Dr. Geo. W. Brown, of Rockford, lll; a little 
work entitled “The Sunday Question,” fifteen cents. Both 
are good missionary tracts, and should .be printed for sale 
for cheap distribution. A. D. Swan. 
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Children’ s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Commuttications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


** Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes & pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


~ Our “ General.” 


. Tve a very distinguished caller, 

Or at least, so his title implies ; 

He's a general, and you would know it, 
Helooks 80 provokingly wise. 4 

You should hear of bis wondrous adventures— 
He has had many narrow escapes— 

But his presence of mind and his courage 
Not a moment his heart forsakes, : 


He was shot once, but, just like a martyr, 

He suffered with patience his pain, 
. And bore like a hero his trouble, 

And never seemed once to complain. 

I confess he’s just a bit “cheeky” ` 
When receiving or making a call, 

But he’s dignified, gentle, and loving, 
Aud appreciates kindness from all. 


Though valiant and strong, he is quiet, 
Inclined to be lazy, I fear; 

But trusts in your friendship so fully 
He'll call on you year after year. 

No lying, or swearing, or cheating, 
He's guilty of nothing like that; 

He'd scorn to get tight, like some gen'rals, 
But then—he is only a cat. 

But if he livs catly, not manly, 
And does just the best that he can, 

Why; isn’t he doing his duty 
As truly as many a man? 

Don't you think, if he’s faithful and useful 
Abroad; or at home on the mat, 

We can take his example with prófit, 
Although—he is only à cat? ` 

‘ C. FANNIE. ALLYN. 


—9— 9 9——  — 
The World We Liv In. - 


Many religious persons write volumes on 
the world beyond the grave, or the '*.heavenly 
home ;" but the one that most concerns us at 
presentis the world we liv in now, with its 


lovely flowers and flowing streams, its singing 


birds, its lofty hills, and smiling valleys. 
They all remind us thatthe resources of the 


‘world we liv in are vast in regard to ideal 


beauty as it is in stupendous grandeur. The 
world we liv in forms one of the planets 
which revolve around the sun as a center by 
anerring laws, known as centrifugal force 


: and specific gravity. So exact are these laws 
: that astronomers hav calculated the length of 


a year to the tenth of a second, though of 
course we little children know very little 
about astronomy, except what is told us, and 
what we read in geography. .But it appears 
from what we know about it that there is no 
necessity for an almighty God to superintend 
this world, which is superintended by an un- 
erring law of matter. Consequently I think 
it remains for us to study the world we liv in 
&nd not the future. This world with its 
beauty and grandeur of nature contains 
enough to occupy a lifetime. To cherish the 


“Jaws which regulate the sociality of our 


personal being, and not a legendary faith of 
something beyond the grave, is sufficient for 


the world we liv in. 


GERTIE Martin, aged 12. 
Brownsville, Or. 


[The above is cleverly written for a little 
girl, and wins the three small toys offered a 
few weeks ago, which has been sent to Ger- 
tie’s address. Carrie Abbot has also written 
a very good essay on the above-named sub- 
ject, which will be printed hereafter.—Ep. 
C. C.] 


: Our Puzzle Box. 
1. —REBUS. 


S r AEA 
N HE E ON Ty SIERO POF 


What musical instrument is here represented? 
2.—A orrx. 
A city famous far and wide, 
A city fair to see, 
And in it very long ago. - 
What may this city be? 


—— was its name, 
For fame known far and wide, 


Until invaded by Christian priests— 
'Then men and women died. 


Here great libraries stood, 

And schools of science and art; 
Here Hypatia lost her life 

By priests with inhuman hearts. 


But now no dark deeds are done 
As in days of yore. 
This beautiful city has fallen 
To rise no more. 
Lyons, N. Y. CONRAD RookER. 


9.—REBUS. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN'S OORNER, 
DEO. 11, 1886. 

1.-Few men understand boys. 2.—Hy-drolo- 

gy. 3.-Do not ride a free horse to death. 

4.-Be upright. 


Correspondence. 


WRHEATLAND, OR., Dec. 1, 1886. 

Miss Susan Wixon, Dear Friend: As I saw 
my other letter in print I, thought I would 
write again. Iam going to school. It com- 
menced the first Monday in October, and will 
be out in two weeks. Mamma has gone to 
Kansas on a visit to her relativs; she has been 
gone seven weeks. I would like to see her 
back again. We expect her in two or three 
weeks. We hav a pet deer. My brother 
caught it on Cape Lookout, so we named it 
Lookout. It was very little when he got it, 
but is now one and one-half years old. She 
will stand up and get her nose over a limb, 
and then bring it down and eat the leaves off; 
it is cunning to see her. The children will 
not dare to come in the yard when she is 
loose. We hav a genuin bird dog; it is a 
pup yet, but she has lots of sense. Pa took 
her out hunting, and, as young as she is, she 
will scent the birds. Her name is Trixie. 
Well, I will close. Yours with love, 

Maun WILLIAMSON. 
Norwion, Coxs., Dec. 7, 1886. 

Dzar Miss Wrxon: In a late TRUTH SEEKER 
you published a letter from Miss Katie Kehm 
which suggested to me that a good lesson 
for young people might be derived from a 
short account of a few facts concerning the 
writer of that letter herself. I know Miss 
Katie very well. She was a member of the 
Children’s Lyceum, organized and conducted 
by me during an engagement with the Ottumwa 
Liberal Society some two or three years ago. 
She is a girl of good intellect, strong will, and 
indomitable courage and perseverance. Her 
education was acquired against difficulties 
and discouragements that few children hav to 
encounter. 
always outspoken in support of her own 
views, she. naturally aroused the prejudices 
of her teachers and.the large majority of her 
schoolmates, who were horrified at her blunt 
speech and Infidel ideas. Although of a very 
sensitiv nature, and fully conscious of the 
general dislike consequent upon her independ- 
ent views, yet the brave girl toiled on toward 
the goal of her desires, leaving behind in the 
race most of her competitors and graduating 
with honor and merit. 

During her school years many were the 
sharp skirmishes she had with both teachers 
and school-fellows ; but her ready speech and 
sound logic soon became recognized, and her 
opponents were only too willing to hoist the 
white flag in token of truce. On one occa- 
sion, when called upon to prepare an essay 
to be read before the school, Katie horrified 
her teacher by choosing as: her subject 
** Thomas Paine" Vain were all the objec- 
tions; the resolute girl declared she would giv 
that ornone. The most she would consent to 
was the modification of & few sentences in 
which she bore rather heavily upon the 
Author-hero’s defamers. She carried ‘her 
point, read her essay, and for the first time 
in their lives the large majority of the pupils 
listened to the truth regarding the merits and 
deeds of that heroic man.’ All honor to the 
brave girl who dared to defend the right re- 
gardless of opposition. 

Katie afterward repeated her essay before 
the Lyceum, and for a girl of sixteen it was a 
fine production, well worthy its noble sub- 
ject. 

Since graduating, Miss Kehm has delivered 
a Liberal lecture at the Opera House in Ot- 
tumwa to a large audience. I did not hear it, 
but am.told it was an excellent one. Iam 
sorry to learn from her letter that she is de- 
barred from teaching because of her Liberal 
views. Perhaps it is just as well. She is 
capable of teaching in a wider field than the 
four walls of a primary school. Let Liberals 
giv her a call, pay her expenses and a mod- 
erate compensation, and I hav no doubt she 
will be glad to deliver her lecture anywhere 
in the vicinity of her home. Surely her 
courage and devotion deserve recognition. 
Who will be the first to offer it? 

Let me add, Miss Katie has no knowledge 
of any intention of mine to write this, but I 


Being an ardent Freethinker and ` 


feel that it is due her to be known and hon- 
ored in this public manner. W.F. Prox. 
[We cheerfully giv place to the above let- 
ter, and would call particular attention to it. 
It indorses our previously formed opinion 
that Katie Kehm is one of our bright and 
wide-awake young ladies of whom the Lib-. 
eral world may be proud. She has exhibited 
arare independence and devotion to princi- 
ple, preferring to lose place and position 


, THE Truru SEEKER. 


hat and left. 
even to get my books. 
the bishop not Jong ago. I had never read a 
: Bible until about a month ago. I was sur- 
prised to find it contained such trash and 
nonsense. I am living with a lady who takes 
She and her family like 
Hop- 


I-hav never been back since, 
I was confirmed by 


it very much. This is my first letter. 
ing you will correct all mistakes, . . 
I remain yours, Minnie DAET. 


[Minnie is evidently too bright a girl to hav — 


rather than yield her views of right and jus- 
tice. Since she evinces marked talent as; 
a teacher and reformer, we heartily second 
the suggestion of Brother Peck, and trust 


.| she may soon be called to a wider field and a 


larger platform than that of a country school- 
house.—Eb. C. C.] ' 


WauürATLAND, OR., Sunday, Nov. 28, 1886. | 

Miss S. H. Wrxon: ‘This is the first letter 
I have written to the Corner. As there hav 
not been many letters in for the last two or 
three weeks, I thought you might like to hear 
from Oregon. . : 

Wheatland is not a very large town. It can 
boast of about one hundred inhabitants. It 
is tolerably lively when the farmers are haul- 
ing their grain to the warehouse. There were 
about one hundred and twenty-five thousand 
bushels of wheat stored here this fall The 
boats are running, and it will be shipped 
down the river to different places. We hav 
had such a dry summer that the river has 
been too low for the boats to come up, but 
the Snag boat has been up, and cleared the 
channel, and since the rain they hav come up. 

We take a good many papers, including 
Tur Trota SEEKER, and I like it about the 
best of all. The first thing I do when it 
comes is to look at the pictures (I think they 
are splendid), and then I read the Corner. It 
snowed here lastSunday, but the snow melted 
as soon as it touched the ground. It had 
rained the night before, and the ground was 
d 


Ws 
ishing you success with the Corner, I 
remain, Yours, with respect, 

A. Max WILLIAMSON. 

CHAMPLIN, MINN., Nov. 28, 1886. 

Dzar Miss Wrxon: Having become quite 
interested in the Children’s Corner of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, I thought I would like to giv 
you a little history of myself. I am a little 
Catholic girl, thirteen years old. J hav been 
going to the sisters’ school one year and a 
half. I stopped going to school last spring 
on account of having a little trouble. One of 
my schoolmates, a girl about the same age ay 
myself, had a piece of wrapping-paper which 
she kept bothering me with all the forenoon. 
Finally I pinned. it to her skirts; soon she 
went to ask the sister a word in her spelling, 
the paper trailing after her.. Investigation 
found me guilty. The priest was sent for, 
and when he came he told me I could either 
take a whipping or leave schoo}. 1 took my 


her mind clouded by superstition. We bope 
to hear from her again.—Ep. C. C.] 


MEDUCED TO $1.09. 
THE STORY HOUR. 
A Book for Children and Youth. 

' BY MISS SUSAN H. WIXON. . 


Over a hundred fine illustrations. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


 PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli- 
eal Works. 
By THOMAS PAINE,, 
‘The Author-Hero of. the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, one Six copies for 


" 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . . . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 


tation.” 
Price, 35 cents. 


For either of these works, or any of Paine 
writings, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


WORKS OF O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 


Christianity a Reward for Crime. 
Authenticated by the Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 29 pages, ^  - - - . 10e. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 
Paper, 12mo; 47 pages, - - " 


Origin of the Christian Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 95 pages: 25c. 


lic. 


A Masonic Vindication of Right. 

A Protest Against Persecution. — 
Paper, 12mo, 86 pages, - -.- +’ 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

33 Cimon PL New York 


15e. . 


pes Smp ETET 
Ul 


9 


Biggs 
Pee Ur en nr en TIT] 


EE 


FOR 


LITTLE 


By AUNT 


cle itc 


XP Ee 


ese 


Sia 


SES 


Sees 


ju 


cIrelereeeeelesreses 


SQ ta HOM EL UE LETTERE LUE HUE HUE LUECUULELI UUE LELI REL LAELU T 


Sene 


elt 


ages 


A nananana LCI MLL Cede 


FROMM RTS Eee eset STN Tee TT LU EMT ULHLHLULULULI 


EITTLE*&ESSONS 


(Mns. E. D. SLENKER). 


NEW YORK: . 
THE TRUTH. SEEKER COMPANY, 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


Sen 


zu 


a 


FOLKS. 


ELMINA 


SF AS ee ec Pe I ee fi eS Fe sre eg ng 


HE 


[UT PDE Ale G0) TU HER Uk Ue Sie Sd LL SL AL B ke) 
alc als als ale als ele als als ioc, 


pesa 
g 


als iG ls Gasp lees ie lal elere 


PRICE, 40 CENTS. 


"ut 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, DECEMBER 25, 1886. 


829 


Agents for the Truth Seeker. 
a OALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
OANADA. 


"W.B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto. 


James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
. OOLORADO. 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS, 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. : : 
. an INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
` KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 


. MAINE. 
B: C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 


Mills). ‘ 
' . ., MASSACHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
MIOHIGAN. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
` MISSOURI. 
Dr. Wolff, 620 North 5th street, St. Louis. 
MONTANA. 
O. B. Whitford; Butte City. 
NEBRASKA. 


` Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 


NEW YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
‘Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 

OHIO. ] 
N. Hexter; 303 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
: OREGON. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

Dr. J. H. Rhodes, 315 North 10th st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
W. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 

TENNESSEE. ` 


Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 


TEXAS. 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 

UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. ` 


‘Henry Booth, Stockton. 


. VIRGINIA. 
Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker, Snowville. 


fo ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. : 


OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 
cf in the suit of the 
Bankers and "terchants Tele- 
graph Company 
against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company. 
LR ME 


Bo many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that THE TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


Sabhath-Breaking 


BY J. E. REMSBURG. 
Author of “False Claims,” “Bible 
Morals,” Ete. ` 


The best and most thorough work ever written 
on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 
view. 

Large and Handsome Print. 
Sivetz Copirs, 2 + 
Six Copixs, "m ES 


‘Address THE TRUTH SEEKER,  - 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


25 cents. 
$1.00. 


LITHOGRAPHS 


CHARLES DARWIN 


Admirers of the Great Naturalist, and practically 
the father of Evolution, wil be glad to know that 
we hav a fine lithograph of him for sale—size 
18x24 inches on heavy plate paper. Framed, the 


picture make a splendid ornament for the 
varlors of Freethinkers. Price, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


GOD AND HIS BOOK. 


THE BIBLE: WHERE DID WE GET IT 
AND WHAT IS IT? 


' By SALADIN, editor of the London “Secular 


Review.” 


Issued in six parts. Four parts now ready. Price 
25 cents each. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER office. 


Robt. G. Inzersoll's 


QN 


Reported for the “ Truth Seeker” by 


I. N. BAKER, * 


and Printed by Permission of 
the Author. 7 


PRICE, 5 CENTS. 


SHE ONLY GoRREGT 


EDITION. 


NEw YORK: 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


SPIRITUALISM 
Sustained 
By the Bible. 


BY COL. JOHN R. KELSO. ‘ 
CONTENTS: 


SPIRITUALISM SUSTAINED BY THE BIBLE. 


SPIRITUALISM SUSTAINED BY THE OHRIS- 
TIAN CHURCH. 

SPIRITUALISM A NECESSITY IN GOD'8 GEN- 
ERAL GOVERNMENT. 

SPIRITUAL MEDIUMSHIP. 


OBJECTIONS To SPriRITUALISM ANSWERED. 


Like all TEE TRUTH Brrxxnz's publications, the 
mechanical execution of the work is all that could 
be desired. Good paper, clear type—in short, a 
neat little volume. ` 

The primary object of the work, as its title indi- 
cates, is to sustain Spiritualism, but the absurdi- 
ties of the Christian religion, and the abomina- 
tions of the old Jew book, get a terrible shaking 
up. The book contains much to interest every 
intelligent reader. Colonel Kelso has done 
much acceptable work in the cause of Freethought 
and Liberalism all over the land. Send for his 
new book—read it—put it into the hands of every 
Christian ; it will teach him that the way of the 
fool is foolishness. Every Liberal who reads it 
will certainly find his “Spiritual” strength re- 
newed.—John Peck. 


Bound in cloth, 245 pp., price $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
tf 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


WHAT'S. TO BE DONE? 


A NIHILISTIC ROMANCE. 


By N. G. TOHERNYCHEWSRY.. With a portrait 
of the Author. Translated by Bens. 
. R. TUCKER. ` 


Written in Prison. Suppressed by the Czar, The 
Anthor Over Twenty Years an Exile in Sibe- 
ria., Russian Edition worth $600 a Copy. 
First American tion Exhauste 
in Four Days. Second now 

ady., An Elegan 
dy. An El t 
olume of 830 
Pages. - 
PRESS COMMENTS: | 
To call the book the’ “Uncle Tom's Cabin” of 
Nihilism is scarcely extravagance.—Boston Adver- 


It is perhaps the book which has most power- 
fully influenced the youth of Russia in their 
growth into ilism, and it is remarkable and 
noteworthy as a work which has played so impor- 
tant a part in the political and social history of 
the century.—Boston Courier. | . 

As a révelation of folk hfe it is invaluable; we 


-hav no other Russian pictures that compare with 
i dence Star. 


it.—Provt z pane 

The characters are 80 stronglyand vividly drawn 
that the interest in their fate becomes intense as 
the thread of the narrativ is slowly unwound.— 
Boston Saturday Evening Gazette. Ne 

"When we come to consider the publication of 
such books as Flaubert’s *Salammbo ” and Teher- 
nychewsky’s “ What's To Be Done?" we cannot 
avoid the conclusion that something must hav 
happened. to the society for the suppression of 
indecent literature.—St, Louts Republican, 


In cloth, $1; paper, 75 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
T Olinton Place, New York. 


THE 


SHAKER EYE and EAR BILSAM 


SIXTY-FIVE YEARS’ INVARIABLE SUCCESS. 
Best known remedy for all afflictions of. these 


organs, WEA ES. WEAK EARS, DEAF. 
NESS, and CATARRHAL AFFECTIONS imiuedi- 
ately reached. FAILING SIGHT prevented. 
ROARING or DRUMMING OF EARS will cease. 
Oue box tells the whole story. 


Price, by mail, 30 cents. 
G. A. LOMAS, Shakers, N. Y. 
Use Shakers’ Spiritene for the Piles. 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER 
DEATH IMPROBABLE. 
By L. R. SMITH. 
Pamphlet, 32pp., 12mo, - Price, 10 cents. 


Published and for sale by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


^ A CYCLOPEDIA FOR SALE. 


A Freethinker in straitened circumstances desires 
to sell a set of Zell’s Encyclopedia, revised edition 
for Eos four large vo. mines pound ii leather, 
Condition as good as new, Price. 5 rése 

CYGLOPED A, 
Care of the Truth Seeker Co.,33 Clinton Place 
New York. [3024 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 


85 Cents Each. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


‘A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
aA entend itis now known to be the work of W 
H. Burg, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at this office. 


The Bile Analyzed. 


John R. Kelso, A.M. 
CONTENTOS " T 

Testament.—The New Testament.—The 
ation. fhe Delu. e.—The Exodus.—The Mira- 
cles cf the Bible.—The Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Bible.—The 
Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 
the Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 
ST T i octavo, 883 pp. Splendidly executed Sent 


by mail. post paid. Price. $3.00. 


LIBERTY. AND MORALITY. 
BY W. S. BELL. 


“Iam very much pleased with it, and I wish the 
seventy thousand ministers of this country were 


obliged to purchase the pamphlet and read every 
word of it.” 

| Price 15 cents. ‘For sale at this offices 
tf29 : 


| OTTO WETTSTEIN'S | 
PROGRAM FOR THE HOLIDAYS! 
IMMENSE 8TOOK OF * 


Fine Gold and Silver Watches, Diamond Jewelry, 
Gold and Plated Chains, Bracelets, Necklaces, 
Lockets, Pins, Drops, Studs, Sleeve Buttóns j 
Plain, Chased, and Set Rings (a specialty); Gol 
and Silver Headed Canes; ld Pens, Pencils, and 
Toothpicks; Gold and Silver Thimbles; Silver and 
Plated Ware, Cutlery, Razors, Revolvers, Opera 
Glasses, Gold Spectacles, Eye Glasses, Albums, 
Harmonicas, Plush Comb and Manicure Sets, etc. 
these goods will be sent subject to approval 
and return if not entirely satisfactory and cash 
refunded, and as a special inducement I shall de- 
duct 20 per cent from lowest bottom prices else- 
where. Sa 
. For a Christmas 
gift, nothing is nicer 
than one of my beau- 


tifal badges, enam- 
i pied on solid gold in 


four colors. 

Prices, size of cuts. 
$3, $8.50, $4. With 
genuin diamond, $6: 
to $10, 

' Just out: Exactl 

ike above, but smal- 
er,$2. A little gem. . 
Also, Watch Charms. 
of larger model, $5 
to $15. 


è OU 23 ii Nothing nicer for 
& Holiday: Gift thar one of these beautiful em- 
blems of Freethought and Progress. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ill. 


BLASPHEMY 


—AND— 


THE BIBLE. 


BY 0. B. REYNOLDS. 


Showing that the Bible and the believers in it 
are ‘the real blasphemers, and not the Secu- 
Jarists. 

This is the pamphlet for the distribution of 
which Mr. Reynolds is now indicted, and to be 


TRIED FOR BLASPHEMY 
next January. ` 


PRICE, 10 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


BRIEF PROSPECTUS " g 
of a new weekly Secular paper, to be published im 
Toronto, Ont., the first number to appear om 
Thursday, Jan. 6, 1887, its name to be 


SECULAR THOUGHT. 


Chief editor, Charles Watts. Associate editor, H.. 
Clay Luse. 
ITS PRINCIPLES. . 

“Secular Thought” will be devoted mainly to: 
the promulgation of Constructiv Becularism in the: 
affairs of every-day life. qu. 

“Secular Thought” will be purely Agnostic im 
reference to all phases of Alleged Spiritualism. 

“Secular Thought” will contain articles from 
leading writers in Europe and America upon: 
Science, Philosophy, and General Educational 
"Topics. It will also set apart special departments. 
to the consideration of Progressiv thought in. 
Great Britain, the United States, and Canada. - 

“Secular Thought” will not assail the Truth: 
found in any religion ; it will aim only at destroy-- 
ing the influence of errors born of priestcraft,. 
dogmatism, and perpetuated prejudice. 

“Secular Thought ” will giy notices of new books- 
having for gheir object the Physical, Intellectual,. 
Moral, and Social elevation of the people. | 

“Secular Thought" will vindicate the right of 
Free Inquiry and Free Speech, while always main-- 
taming due respect for the views of those who dif-- 
fer from its own line of thought. 

. SECULAR THOUGHT 
.Will be published every Thursday. Terms, $2.00 a: 
year, paid in advance. Single copies, 5 cents. 

All communications for the paper to be ad- 
dressed, at present, to Charles Watts, 88 Berkeley: 
street, Toronto, Ont. x 

The first number of "Secular Thought" will 
contain articles, specially written for this journal, 
by Col. H. G; Ingersoll, Miss H. Gardener, and 
Dr. Foote, of New York. Also contributions from 


.Mrs. E. Lynn Linton, and other well-known 
writers, z 
2i62 SEND ORDERS AT ONCE. 


S. P. Putnam's Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 ots. 
** A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power ; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day."—John 
Swinton's Paper, . 

Golden Throne, a Romance. “The 
author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is within him. 'l'hebookisfilled with 
manly thoughts, expressed in manly words— 
the transcript of amanly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ "INGERSOLL. $1. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it ia 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. : 

Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi-. 
nary beauty.”"—Dr. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 

Gottlieb, His, Life. A Romance of: 
Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 

Why Don’t He Lend. a Hand, and: 
other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 ots. 

Adami and Heva. -A Poetic version. 
version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 


Eden, in which its superiority to the mutilated: 
copy—the Genesis legend—ie shown. Price 10: 


For all of the above address  "' -- 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


» THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland: 
and Eduard Howland, Editora;.J. M. Pryse and J. 
M. Burgler, Printers. "This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter-- 
prise, the Credit Foncier of Sinal sl and pererall 
to the practical solution of the problem of Integral: 
Co-operation. Price, $1 a years 00 cents for six: 
mon 3 


j; % cente for three mon . 


E : Book. Review. 


Lrserry, as delivered” by the Goddess at her 
unveiling inthe harber of New York, De. 
cember.28, 1886. Brooklyn, N. Y. Pub- 
Tr by the author at 1 1248 Bedford Ave. 


One of the most remarkable poems of our 


time has just been published by its author, 
Rev. Miller Hageman, better:. known as the 
* Bird Poet," some of whose minor poems 
hav appeared in Tux TeüTH ÜgEkER. This 


poem was written for the dedication of. the 


statue of Liberty. It was accepted by the 
committee of arrangements as:the poem of the 
day, but, owing to the drenching rain which 
spoiled the day's festivities; it was found 
necessary to abbreviate.. „the. . Program, and 


and py necessary d 
* which was considered an:e 
proved a blessing, i in so. far as ] 
publication in book form; "The peculiar 


merit of this poem appears in: the: author's | 


terse, crisp way of saying, things that the 


world is eager to listen to; and when these. 
sayings become better ‘mown, they; cannot - 
fail to be used frequently as apt- quotatioris. : 


That great master of. rhetoric, Colonel Inger- 
soll, could not. hav conceived ,gnore radical 
ideas, nor clothed: them in langu&ge more 
startling, yet chaste and peetic, than has Mr. 
Hageman. The most extraordinary part of 
the matter is that Mr. Hageman, while giving 
utterance to the noblest thoughts in the most 
sublime language, cannot relinquish the idea. 
that he is an orthodox clergyman. 

There is inspiration in the opening couplet. 
It prepares and appetizes the reader for the 
feast that is to follow : 

The dawn is on the Sod tls dops; the night is 
j flying fast, 
The light the world hath wajted for so long has 
come at last. 

' Liberty, released from the dark caves ofi ig- 
norance.and superstition, where she had long 
lain imprisoned, emerges holding with tireless 
hand a torch lighted in.the land of Lafayette, 
and illumins the banner-of freedom. 

Red. flamed its atripes of morning: light, bright 
streaked its silver bars, 


And, breaking. through the azure blue; shone out 
; the morning stars. 


Till, scofling at the. night that c came T Höok thee 
^ in the dark, 
Thy heart with one electric throb shot out yon 
' quivering spark, 
The currents of whose trath shall thrill till all the 
sons of earth 
hall feel what liberty hath cost and what its light 
is worth. 
The poet then asks : 
Whence sprang the light that lit thy torch? 
To which the goddess answers: ` 


Shut up within the darkened soul, there yearned 

i since time began 

The light of that immortal truth—the liberty of 
man. 


n 


Through'the Jong, tortuous labyrinth of ignorance |. 


and doubt, 
The slow procession of the past is winding dimly 


out. 
Borne not with outward signs of pomp the warder 
heard or saw, 
That light came forth the latent power of universal 
Hw 


In every audor of the čarth a since years were in 

] their youth, 

The greatest friend of liberty hath been the light 
of truth. 

in every nation of the past whoo glory hath de- 

` creased, 

The ‘greatest foe to liberty, the craft of king and 
priest. - 


The goddess then points to the birth of 
freedom in this country: 


Freedom: for every man "to come and every man 


to go; 

Freedom for every man to reap whatever he can 
r BOW. 

Freedom. from party prejüdiee; from threat of 
craft or guild; 

Prema te for every man ‘to vote, for every man to 
build 

For every man to own himself, to act his manhood 
out; ` 

Free to believe o or disbelieve and doubly free to 
doubt. - 


Freedom from aping forms of cant, that snivels, 

drawls, and brags, : 
From fashions that adorn the. dust, but leave the 

soul in rags, 

Freedom from all alliances between the church 

' and state, 

That whelm the body politi with sacerdotal 
weight. 

Freedom from old paternal power, drivel of dotard 
lands, 

Fréedom—for power is only Bafe n all the people's 
hands, 


Freedom for scholar and for school, for pulpit, 
press, and speech, 

For creeds that once hav ceaged to learn hav also 
ceased to teach. : 

Freedom from ignorance, whose God is: supersti- 
tion’s ghost, i 

From dogmas that hav made the cross a martyr's” 
‘pillory-post, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Freedom ag man to think before tradition’s: musty 
she 

Onee for the ‘text, twice for the gloss, and three 
times for himself. 

Freedom in all its shining forms, for science; and 
for art; 

Freedom for „alil the industries that multiply the 
mait. 


Freedom from those restrictiv laws whose reve- | 


nues hav ceased— 
Freedom—for the best government is that which 
governs least. ` 


The goddess points out- the dangers that 
threaten freedom, and denounces: her ene- 
mies: 


Cursed be the law that grants away liorizoned 
leagues of land, ^. 

That reads God's title to the globe, gragped by & 
dead man’s hand ; 

That leaves à scion of the soil in poverty to go 

Without & home above the ground, without a 
grave below. 

Honor the proletariat, but spurn the guilty wretch 


-? | Who corners nature’s gifts for what the pinch of 


want will fetch. 


| Cursed be the law, aye, doubly cursed, that dun- 


geons men for debt; 

That huddles vice behind ‘its bare, ‘and frees it 
viler yet ; 

That heaps a treasury for spoils, that seats with- 
out rebuke 

On a of corporativy power a coronetted 
duke. 


Before the law wa ‘written down with parchment f 


: or with pen, 
Before the law made: citizens, the moral law made 
men. 


| Law stands:for human rights, but when it fails 


those rights to giv, 
Then let law die, my brothers, but let human 
beingsliv. 


The goddess pictures Great - Heaven's 
Olympus repeopled with new gods, and de- 
scribes the gods and their characteristics, 
thus: 


What gods?—the Lord’s anointed, clothed with a 
divine.decree ? 

No !~for at every step they blocked the way to 
liberty. 

What gods 2—the. scholars in their stalls, dishon- 
estly'devout? 

No—for they scoured the candlestick, ‘put zu the 
candle out. : 

Whence come thy gods, O Liberty, from cloisters, 
senates, thrones? 

Answer, ye racks, ye: wheels, ye stakes, ye chains, 
‘yedungeoned-groans. - 

Who are these gods? popes, judges, kings, en- 
shrined with storied bust? 

Answer, ye waters and ye winds that waft the 
martyrs’ dust. 


Then a chorus of martyr voices join i in the 


charge to Liberty :. B 

Watch with eternal vigilance; let no man take thy 
.erown. .. 

Upon thy deep; colossal calm the centuties look 
down. 

Watch—such a charge as thou dost ‘Keep, by all thy 
sons on high, : - 

Brooks not one‘tremor of the hand, one closing of 
the eye, 

By that immortal robe of thine thy form # warmly 
wears, 


Welded together with our blood and Woven from ` 


our prayers, 

By every thréad, by every fold, by viry filament, 

By every fiber of thy frame through which our 
life is sent, 


for thee, .- 

Hold up that hand for Liberty till all thë world is 
free. 

And when at length thy lonely task of prophecy i is 
done, 

Come up, thou daughter of the dawn; and stand 
within the sun. . 

The poet then drifts into transcendentalism, 
and i in the presence of all the attending worlds 
the’ ‘light of liberty is flashed upon the uni- 
verse, and the effort concludes, leaving every- 


thing in a blaze of glory. When we inform. 


the readers of Taz Teura SEEKER that Mr. 
Hageman is a graduate of Princeton, and still 
looks with great: fondness upon his alma 
mater, they will readily imagin the irate 
McCosh anxiously looking about for a birch 
switch with which to spank this naughty 
poet, who has given such a vicious and vig- 
orous kick at the battered and bottomless 
kettle of ortkodoiy. 

_ Ep. W. CHAMBERLAIN. f 


SPIRITUALISM SUSTAINED BY THE Brig. 
Colonel Kelso. For sale at this office. 
Colonel Kelso's latest work, ‘‘ Spiritualism 

Sustained by the Bible,” appears to be entirely 

unanswerable and unobjectienable. These 

terms may convey the idea of a nonenity in 
volumes, but applied to the production of that 
master-Idgician, John R. Kelso, they describe, 

a discourse that is well-rounded and perfectly 

finished.’ There is absolutely no roughness 

by which the opposition can obtain a hold. 

This work says to the Christian: ‘ Accept 

the testimony of your own witness." You 

cannot fly from this point. To Freethinkers 
of all denominations I would say this is the 
best: ‘compendium of Liberal arguments I hav 
ever seen. Do not be prejudiced by the 

name; Spiritualism asks nothing more than a 

trial by common sense. No one can be blind 

to the fact that the church" continually 


By 


` 


By all who suffered for thy sake, by.all who died | 
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threatens freedom. of speech, though church- 
members do not generally appreciate that j- 
they must themselvs share the fruits.of their 
-own intolerance. A work that invites all the 


| warring parties to a parley is worthy of at- 


tention, and it seems ‘that nothing can be 
more temperate and agreeable than the man- 
ner in which the author of ‘Spiritualism 
Sustained by the Bible ” invites the critics to 


] ‘come and reason together.” 


Mes. Eva V. oon 1 
SPIRITUALISM SUSTAINED. 

In his new work, ** Spiritualism Sustained,” ” 
Mr. Kelso has, a is his wont, gone to bed: 
rock, and proved his case conclusivly, so far 

as “ The Bible," ‘‘ The Christian ` Church,” 
and. “ Necessity in God's General Govern- 
ment”. are concerned. 

I do not see-how-hy. believer in these dog- 
mas can reject Spiritualism ag a real truth, 
after reading these three chapters of the book, 
but when he comes to giving : real proofs of 


{the ghostly, commupings:of shadows with 


substance, there he seems to me to hav lost 
his usually strong judgment and acute reason- 
ing. powers, and to hav become ʻa- “ blind 
leader of the-blind." In all this part of the 
book we are asked to take dreams, visions, | - 


clap-trap, and thaumaturgy for'realities. He 


wisely says the tests. which converted him 
would be no tests to others, but yet he asks 
us to believe in test-mediums! ` 

This is-too much like saying, miracles will 


not convince, but you must believei in miracle- | 


workers. 

Now, I, for one, hav consulted the very best 
mediums, and hav seen’ almost every phase 
of the phenomena; and hav written to dozens 


-of psychometrists, clairvoyants, etc., etc, I 


hav done these things in all ‘earnestness of 


. heart, and with a real desire to find actual 
phenomena, but I've never found a single 


test. of any kind; yet a man of Kelso's wide 


experiehce in , érebd, dogma, and myth ‘gays: 

** These [tests] you can obtain from any good 
medium." I hope he will giv me the. name 
of just one good medium, so I can try again. 
All who hav read Kelso’s other excellent 
works will be anxious to read . this one. Be- 
lievers will want. it, because they are eager 


for all help they can get to sustain their flimsy ` 


cause; unbelievers will want it, wondering 
what a man of Kelso’s acuteness and reason- 


ing powers can say in favor of this most won- 


deceit and -widespread delusion of. the day. 
- 5 "Arama DRAKE SrENERR. 


VOLTAIRE’S EOMANORS. f 
I bav just read these romances of Voltaire, 
and must say they are truly wonderful. . 


Combining all the charms of romance with . 


the philosophy of the sage—all the marvels of 
a Munchausen, or a Gulliver, with the common 
sense of a sound thinker—he produces stories 
that charm, interest, and enlighten. . 

There is & world of sarcasm and ridicule of 
pious absurdities, and a keen satire and wit, 


of which. none save Voltaire hav ever been 


capable. Every-novel-reader who ‘wants fun, 
wit and wisdom, philosophy, piguancy, and 
simplicity done up in rich and sparkling sen- 
tences should secure these romances. ` 
Voltaire was probably the wisest man the 


world has ever produced—the most far-seeing. © 
The: book is beautifully gotten up, and is 


edited and. annotated by Peter Eckler, which 


fact-of. itself should make it eagerly sought : 


after and carefully read. 
| I bought my copy intending to sellit when 
read, but find it far too.valuable to part -with. 

When I find a good thing, I always want 
others to share the treasure. 

Handsome 12mo, 448 pages, laid. paper, 
with 67 engravings. Price, cloth, beveled 
boards, $2.00. Half calf or half morocco, 
marbled edges, $4.00. Sold by the Truth 
Seeker a wads 88 Clinton Place, New 
-York. _ ELMina. 


Books for 


This being the time of year when friends bear testimony to their miendship by making " 


Presents. - 


_ presents, we respectfully call the attention of: Freethinkers to the following 
_ list of books which are eminently fit for Christmas. and New 


Year's presents: 


At the head of the list stands 


PROSE POEMS AND SELECTIONS. By Rosmer G. Inernsout. The 


work is designed. for and will be 


sonal souvenir. 


autograph fac-simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
ilt back and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, 
4.50; in full 
tree calf, hi ighest possible style and finish, 


cloth, beveled edges, 
elegant librar rary style, 
$7.50; in f 


Poems ” is the book for one 


eretic to present to another. —~But to do 


accepted by admiring friends as a rare per- 


To help it serve this purpose, a fine sfeel portrait, with 


Price, in silk 


"Furke morocco t, exquisitly fine 
J T3 $9. “° Prose 
ood 


as well as confer pleasure, Liberals can place upon the Christmas table: of 


their Christian friends 


INGERSO LUS LECTURES COMPLETE. Bound i in one volume, half 


calf, library style, and containin 


over 1 ,800 pages, which is sold. at the 


exceedingly | low price of $5.——For a present to a Christian lady (and Chris- 


tian gent. 


MEN, WOMEN, AND GODS. 


ROBERT ed INGERSOLL. 


emen can profit by it as well) no book can be more appropriate than 


By Hren H. ‘GARDENER, Introduction. by 
‘Cloth, $1.00; paper, 50. cents. 
vised and enlarged, and handsomely bound. 


This edition is re- 


The following novels and romances are all Freethought works, inculcating truths, and 
-are handsomely bound: ; 


NATHANIEL VAUGHAN, PRIEST AND MAN. E Freperrka Mio 


DONALD. Price $1 


MARTYRDOM OF MAN. By ‘Warwoon Rezane. Price $1.75. 


THE ud HOUR, For the children. . By Miss Bugs H. Wrox. 


vourain ES ROMANCES. Cloth, 


APPLES DE GOLD. For the children. - By Miss Susan H. Wixox. 


ALL IN d prem By Miss Susan H. Wrox.” 


THE DAWNING. 


CAPTAINS. OF INDUSTRY. 
Portraits. Price $1. 25. 


For 


; GOLDEN THRONE. By Samuer P. 


WAIFS AND WANDERINGS By 


A Labor Reform novel. «. 


Price 


$2.00; half calf or half morocco, $4. 


Price 
Price $1. 23 
Price. $1.50. 
the Boys By James Panton. With 


Purnam. Price $1. 


Samvzt P. Poma. Price $1.. 


Romances are more specially in keeping with the season’ (Christmas i isa pagan ‘ieee, 


but the foregoing list includes books containing a great deal of fact. 


——0— 


"IP THE LIST 18 NOT SUFFICIENTLY EXTENSIV, SEND FOR A CATALOG. 


s 


These books will be sent by mail postpaid. 


Address | E . 


THE TRUTH SEEKER: CO., 88 ‘Clinton Place, New York. 


st 
aaa pees 


Ingersolls 
The Gods. Paper, 5i 


In five lectures. 
^ Humboldt," * Phomun 
ity," and * Heretics and 


The Ghosts. Paper, 5 
Contents: * The Ghosts, 
Woman, and Child,” ** TI 
dependence," “About E 

he Grant Banquet,” * 
Olark," “The Past Rise 
Dream,” and * A Tribute 


Some Mistakes of Mo: 
cloth, $1,985. . 


Interviews on Talm 
plain eloth, $1.25. 2 


What Must We Do tc 


per, 25 cents. 


The Christian Reli; 
ngersoll, Judge.Jeremi 
George F. ree: "Paper 


Orthodoxy. 56 pag 
10 cents, $1.00 per doz. p 
rge, clear type, and co 
gou ld be delivered in t 

ji a 
Liberals should scatter f 


Ingersoll Catechised 

& 

the editor of the od e 
cents per dozen; 35 cop: 
Millions of these should | 


Vindication of Tho 
the attacks of the New Y 
rt G. Ingersoll. Price, 


e 
Address on the Civ 


Large gize octavo, paper. 
Ingersoll’s Lectures 


und in one volume, ' 
for Mr. Ingergoll’s works 
all his lectures, except tt 
doxy,” bound in one bea 
ı library style, and 
pages, which is gold at 
rice of $5. Sent by mail 


Tributes. There ha 


been 
bl f framin 

e for 
to any address tor | giae i 


Prose Poems and Se 
new book is a gem. It ig 
spect. In fact, one of t 
best ever issued. It con 
ebrated “ Decoration De 
fore published, and all t] 
heretofore printed in va; 
bro ht gogether til n 
elec rom the 
ures, letters, table-talks 


yersations of the author. » : s 

for and will be Boceptod Sy thu Tirene 

a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 
a fine steel pogtrait, with autograph 


Urpose. : 
fac simile, has been pre& Yed especially for it. 


Price, in silk cloth, bevela” edges, gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
* gant librar style, 50; in f; ey mo- 
OCCO; 9 tree 


calf, highest possible style and Raniah, $9. 
The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and 


Ingersoll. | Cabinet size; true to 
e, price, $1.50 each, E dmirer of t. 
apostles of Religious Liberty should hav ben 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
panel, 10x17, $3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 
cents; card, 20 cta. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 

By Gro. M. Davenrort, This isa little book— 
a pamphlet of 82 well-filled pages, costing only 
“a quarter,” but as full of meat as an egg. It is 
well called “ practical,” for we find nothing un- 
practical init, Hens, ducks, geese, and turkeys 
are particularly discussed and their economica 
breeding and keeping treatedof. There are many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 
goale, and, all in all, it is a very useful addition fo 
the poultry literature of the day. 

TRUTH SEEKER Office, 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


Protection or Free Trade 


An Examination of the Tariff Question with 
Especial Regard to the Interests of Labor. 


BY HENRY GEORGE 


In this book the author designs to show that 
beneficial results would follow the abolition 
of all tariffs on importations. 

Octavo, 360pp.; price, $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


‘BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 
SUBJECTS: 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Oloth, $3.25—in nglish or German 
Anew cheap edition at only $1.50. 

SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and §ponsie, the ‘troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B. Foote. Five volumes, at$1 each, or $5 
pér set; or five volumes in one for $2. 


REXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth 
velume of “Science in Story.”) 50 cents. 


HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages, 
By Dr. Foote. 35cents. 

SANITARY-SOCIENCE SERIES | 
phlets)._ By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: ‘ Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, advocating personal and publie hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; “Health in the Sun- 

the blue-glass cure—of value 


beam,” considering ] 
to sick and well. By mail, 10 cents each. 
“The Law 


HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages, cloth 
bound, $2; “Heredity,” by. Loring, oody, 159 

Bes, cloth, 75 cents; * The Law of Heredity,” by 
E H. Marsh, 10 cenis; “The Alphabet of the 
Human Temperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; * Generation before Hegen- 
eration,” by Dr. E. È. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; ‘* Re- 
ports of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
ms 10 cente; D arguet Heat of the 

stitute of Heredity,May 29, 10 cents, 

‘Address THE TRUTH SEREER. 


PRIMITIVE. CHRISTIANITY 


(Dime Pam- 


Papcr,50c; cloth, gromm > 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OQ 
one 88 Olinton Place, New York. 


A STUDY 


BY LEWIS C. JANES. 


This book treats of, the natural evolution of the 
Christian religion, its historical antecedents in 
Palestinian Judaism and Roman Paganism ; in- 
yestigates the history of the founder of Christian- 
ity in the light of the latest scientific criticism of 
the New Testament; shows that the true story of 
the Man Jesus, and his genuin teachings are 
separable from, the later legendary accretions 
which hav confounded him with the mythical 
Christ, and traces the natural development of 
Christian dogma and ecclesiastical institutions. 
Complete references and full index.  $920pp. 8vo, 
cloth, gilt top. Price $1.50. 

Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER Office. 


A SKETCH OF THE LIFE 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA, 


OR THE 
First Ten Decades of Our Era. 


BY 
DANIEL M. TREDWELL. 

Designed to show upon the authority of Histo: 
that Apolloniusof Tyana performed miracles an 
spoke wise sayings equal to those attributed to 

esus Christ. 350pp., octavo, best style. Price $2.50, 

Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER oftice. 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 
OR, 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 
RY 
H. J. SEIGNEURET, 
Secularist. 
Price, m ee 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CoO. 


SACRED MYSTERIES 
AMONG THE 
Mayas and the Quiches 11,500 
Years Ago. 


ORIGIN OF THE BIBLICAL MYTH 
By AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON. 


Illustrated. - - - Price, $2.50, 
For Sale at this office. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


Men or Bvsiwass Wnuo Dip SOMETHING BESIDES 
ING MONET. 
À BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 


BY JAMES PARTON. 


This book contains 400 pages, peu printed, 
treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 
helped the world; together with eight portraits. 
Mr. Parton's works need no commendation. They 


are standard. 
$1.95. 


Price, - - = = - 
SEEKER. 
13 Clinton Place, New York. . 


Address THE TRUTH 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 
Price, $1.00. ^. For sale at this office. 


FREETHOUGHT ^OVELS. 
The Heathens of the Heath, A finel 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. MeDonnel 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents: cloth, $1.25. 

Exeter Hall. “One of the most excit- 
ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404 pages. $1.25. 


The Outeast. A deep, finely written 


Radical story. From the London edition. By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 


30 cents. 
All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
“The great charm of 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. € 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and, are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicnity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 
ect to find, in such a marked degree, even 
rom so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks.” Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. . 
(ioth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office. 


BOOKS FUR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
Youth. By Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
stition. e Only Ilustrated Freethinkers' 
Children's Story-Book evor issued. 66full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heavy 
toned paper, broad margins, uminated 
covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1.25. 


Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 
the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 

Ap 


les of Gold. A Story-Book for 

e Young Folks, By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for goung masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued ata reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 


photograph of the author which adds very 
much e value of the volume. 
By 


Tie Youth’s Liberal Guide. 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M, Price; $1.00. This 
volume aims at the education of youth in the 

rinciples of Freethought,at the same time 
That it inculeates moral duties and human 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason and 
common sense. ddress THE TRUTH 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 
vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositione, 
with numerous references and citations, that 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
o ater propositions in the same book. Price 

cen 


‘“SHOPPEL’S MODERN h 
(Just Published, July 1, 1886) ~ 
A colored frontispiece showing th. 
of painting, ; Jl 

A cardboard supplement, ingenious, 
colored, to supply all the neccessary 1. 
constructing a model house, with plain dii. 
for putting them together. 

While the supplement affords both old anu 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. Itis,in fact,a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, so exact that it is useful to 
builders. : 

55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000). 
2 New Designs for Barns. 
1New Design for a Chapel. r 
Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 
(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 


- An Article on Villa Park Associations. 


SENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRIOE, $1. 
. Address , 
THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN ASSO'N, 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other hag 


always opposed it. 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen; 50 cents 
twenty-five copies for $1; one bundred copies for 
$3. e wishthatthe friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


CHRISTIANITY 


A REWARD FOR CRIM 
Substantiated by the Bible. 
BY 
O. B. WHITFORD, M. D. 
Price 10 Cents, | Per Dozen, $1.60 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF GUR 
CIVILIZATION. 

From the German of MAX NORDAU. 


SEVENTH EDITION. 
A most powerfully written book.—Phtla. Record. 
This Book is not a Book! It is a Deed! and 


those who oppose it will prove that they fear it.— 


Vie. News, Price, 50 cents. 
sind “adress THE TRUTH SEEKER ÇO., 
33 Clinton Pl. New York. 


REPLY 
TO REY. L. A. LAMBERT'S 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.” 


By B. W. Lacy 


A thorough exposure: of the Catholic priest» 
sophistry, unfairness, and histor- 
ical misstatement. 


Price Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 Cents, 


:evalent in this vicinity. 
iriff reform bill was defeated 
vast week. 


je of Havana amuse themselvs 
_, ‘4d-fashioned Spanish bull. fight. 


'"ENTY-ONE persons hav been sentenced to 
"""prisonment*for taking part in the Belfast, 
Ireland, religious riots. 


A SUBSORIPTION of $300 has been raised in 
London to be sent to Walt Whitman, the 
poet, as a New Year’s present. 


Lizurenant Henn and wife, of the English 
yacht Galatea, returned home by steamer last 
Saturday. As usual, the Galatea was left be- 
hind. 


Tne generous New York Jews hav just 
held a fair in aid of the Montefiore Home for 
Chronic Invalids in Central Park. The fair 
netted $165,000. 


Forty laborers employed at the large tan- 
nery of Fayerweather & Ladow of Clearfield, 
Pa., hav been discharged for joining the 
Knights of Labor. 


Tuk Rev. Prof. David Swing, of Chicago, 
condemns that form of dress for ballet dancers 
which makes the wearer look like a parasol 
with two handles. 


Some member of the Knights of Labor has 
exposed and published the secrets, grips, and 
passwords of the order. The Knights are 
very justly indignant about it. 


Tux effects of Salmi Morse, who spent all 
his money getting up his Passion Play and 
then committed suicide because the Christians 
of this city would not allow the play to be 
produced, are to be sold at auction. They 
consist mainly of manuscripts. 


Deacon Josnva Dean, of the Red Milis 
Presbyterian church at Yorktown, N. Y., is 
on trial. He is charged with “irreligious and 
irreverent conduct during divine service and 
elsewhere." The specifications accuse the 
deacon of ‘‘driving a trotting horse on the 
Lord's day; groaning when the minister says 
something in his sermon that he (Dean) does 
notlike; drawing comic pictures of the pas- 
tor on the fly-leaf of his hymn book during 
divine service, and showing it to his neigh- 
bors, und other immoral conduct." The trial 
is secret. The cause of this wicked conduct 
on the part of the deacon is said to be the 
pastor’s recent attack on the sellers of apple- 
jack, of whom the deacon is one. 


Odds and Gnds. E 


Way washerwomen “are unreasonable—because 
they expect to hav soft water when it rains hard, 


WE are told nothing was made in vain; but how 
about the fashionable girl? Isn’t she a maiden 
vain? 


A SOUTHERN newspaper givs an account of a 
man who tried to hang himself with a towel and 
came down with a crash. 


Wire: Are you in favor of the eight hour move. 
ment? Husband: I am in favor of the ate our 
dinner movement just now. 


A GIRL whose young man took her to the play, 
and left her four times to go out and get a clove, 
called him her four-leave clover. 


Waart adds to the nnpopularity of the cyclone is 
that while it blows away almost everything on a 
farm, it has never been known to take the mort- 
gage. 


MATILDA JANE (who has given Jimmy the tafty 
money to take care of): Here, you, Jim Sweeney! 
come back wid dat cent. Did yer want ter sneak 
off ter Canada wid yer boodle, sa-ay ? 


Hens make a great mistake in not salting their 
eggs before they lay them. Their ergs would 
keep longer and sell bettcr, and the hens would 
not hav to work so hard for higher wages. 


“Yes,” said Sigourney to a bachelor friend with 
asigh, “I am married. Very much so. I loved 
i not wisely, but too well, and the first I knew I had 
proposed. I wasa stranger, and she took me in.” 


| Marne miller (to boy with a grist): I suppose, 
bub, you think yon know most everything, eh? 
No, sir, not everything. I know millers’ hogs 
| are always fat, but I dun’t know whose corn they 
get fat on, 


; JONES: And you say your mother-in-law has re- 

cently changed for the better, become quite ami- 
'able? Smith: Yes. She reminds me of a ship 
i that has just conte into port. J.: Indeed ! How so? 
8.: Sne has dropped her rancor. 


Ir you hav an enemy; do not buy his boy a drum. 
Your enemy would probably kick through the 
sheepskin within twenty-four hours. Buy his 
next-door neighbor's boy a drum. It will work 
just as well, and he can’t get at it. 


“ Wourp you say the poultry is very tender, or 
the fowl is very tender ?" asked tlie boarding-house 
mistress of one of her victims a£ dinner. *''Nei- 
ther,” was the reply. “What, then, would you 


came from the boarder with emphasis. 


A HINT TO PARENTS. 
; Brown: You are looking very glum this morn- 
ing. 
Green: I hav cause. My boy has run away; 
gone West to fight the Indians, or gone to sea. 
B.: Thatso? Why did he run away ? 

.: Don't know, unless it’s those darned dime 
novels. I’ve whipped that boy till he was black 
and blue, and sworn at him till I was tired, but it 
didn't do any good. 


i * Bless us ! 


say?” “Id say the chicken is mighty tough,” |. 


B.: I hav no trouble-with my boys. 

G.: How do you manage with 'em ? 

B.: Well, I make home happy for them, never 
whip them—that destroys self-respect—make com- 
panions of them. ‘alk to-them kindly when they 
do wrong, and show them it is manly to be good. 
If they injure any person, I make them go and 
apologize, and if: there are any damages I make 
them good, and point out to the boys the injury 
they hav done to me in bringing upon me that ex- 
pense. I used io break a window-pane occasion- 
ally myself when I was a boy, and I havn’t forgot- 
ten it. 

G.: But don’t you giv 'em a good thrashing 
when they do wrong ? 

B.: Certainly not. I havn’t a rod or a strap in 
my house. 

G.: Well, I'll be dumm'd.— Boston Courier. 


A NATIV of New Hebrides once prerented himself 
to a missionary, accompanied by two women, and 
asked to be united in marriage witl: them. ** Two!” 
cried the scandalized clergyman. ‘ Impossible; 
my religion forbids polygamy.” A few days after- 
ward the savage returned with only one, and 
asked that the sacred rites might be performed. 
Now I hav only one woman," ‘ And 
what has become of the other?” ‘‘ Me eat her !” 


THE CHORUS. 


Ronian Catholic, 
Priests + Old Catholic, , 
Greek Catholic, 
Three little devils, all in a row, 
With three little crosses all for a show ; 
These little devils sing very well 
‘The chorus, You will all go to hell. 
f Presbyterian, 
Ministers 4 Baptist, IMP: 
(Methodist. 
Three little imps, all in a row, 
With three little Bibles all for a show ; 
These three little imps sing very well 
The chorus, You will all go to hell. 


} Drvirs 


Workingwomen, 
ProrLE 4Workingnen, 
ildren. 


} Foors 


Three little fools, all in a row, 

With three little tears all for a show ; 
These three little fuols sing very well 
The chorus, We will all go to hell. 


Voltaire, 
MEN {Paine Pues 
ngersoll. 


Three little men, all in a row. 

With three little smiles all for a show. 
These three little men said, Very well, 
Devils, imps, and fools should all go to hell. 


reacher, 
Saints 4Newton, > PREACHERS 
ollyer. 
Three little saints, all in a row, 

With three little protests all for a show. 
These three little saints sing very well 
The chorus, Nonsense | there is no hell. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL 


Price, 25 cents. 


f Ehought. 


1, calculating, eruel bigot 
itical, went to Geneva, and 
e republic established the 
y ever known among men. 
iron yoke of his detestable 
‘6 of the people, and ponnced 
him with sanguinary feroc- 
bolical acts were the execu. 
‘he poet, and the roasting to 
death of Michael Bervetus 
, ina glow fire of green oak. 
The details of his acts of 
cold-blooded cruelty excite 
the horror even of a Chris- 

; tian.—D. M. Bennett, ` 
RELIGION is the percep- 
tion of the relation in which 
i we stand to the principle of 
the universe. But, if the 
principle of the universe be 
. not an organic being, the 
‘model and prototype of 
man, the relation between 
_it and human beings is ab- 
. solutely none.’ Without 
some insight into its will 
respecting our actions, re- 
ligion is nugatory and vain. 
But will is only a mode of 
animal mind; moral'quali- 
' ties also are stich as only a 
human being can possess, 
to attribute hem to the 
principle of the universe is 
to annex to it properties in- 
compatible with any possi- 
ble definition of its nature. 
. It is probable ibat the word 
% God ? was originally only 
an expression denoting the 
unknown cause of the 
known events which man 
perceived in the universe. 
By the vulgar mistake of a 
metaphor fora real being, 
of a potency for a thing, 
it became a man, endowed 
with human qualities and 
governing the universe a8 
an earthly monarch gov- 
erns his kingdom. Their 
addresses to this imaginary 
being, indeed, are much in 
the same style as those of 
subjects to a king. They 
acknowledge his benevo- 
lence, deprecate his anger, 
and supplicate his favor.— 
Shelley’s Notes to Queen Mab. 


THE np age shifts 

Into the lean and sliprfered pantaloon, 

With spectacles on,0se and pouch on side; 

His youthful hose, well saved. a world too wide 

For his shrunk ‘hank; &nd his biz manly voice, 

Turning again toward childish treble, pipes 

And whistles in his sound. Last scene of all, 

That ends this strange eventful history, 

Is second childishness and mere oblivion ; , 

Sans teeth, sans eyes, sans taste, sans everything, 
—Shakspere. 


Wuen Christian theology encountered the prob- 
lem of evil, it became necessary to relieve the al- 
mighty of all responsibility for it, That is a fine 
stroke in the story where Adam indirectly charges 
the Lord God with all the trouble : ** The woman 
whom thou gavest me—she gave me of the tree, 
and I did eat." But the woman says, ‘‘ The ser- 
pent beguiled me," Dear Eve, how hav the theo- 
logians thanked thee for that word ! Identifying 
the serpent with the devil, they hav made him re- 
sponsible for the existence of evil. But could she 
not hav said to the Lord God, “ The serpent whom 
thou gavest me tempted, and I did eat?" If there 
is a devil, he is God's devil Either this or God is 
notinfinit. If he is infinit, then there is nothing 
in the world which is not a fraction of his whole- 
ness,— Chadwick's Rise of Man. 


Amone the sufferers at the auto-da-fe which 
Philip II. celebrated for his escape from shipwreck 
and his marriage with Isabella of France, was 
Carlos de Sessa, a young noble of distinguished 
character and abilities, who said to the king as he 
passed by the throne to the stake, “ How can you 
thus look on and permit me to be burnt?” Philip 
then made the memorable reply, carefully record- 
ed and panegyrized by his biographer, “I would 
carry the wood to burn my own son withal, were 
he as wicked as you,"—2Motley's Dutch Republic, 


IN the first part of the present century, evolution 
began to unfold the flower of the mind under the 
form of science. Science has done what skepticism 
failed to accomplish—‘t has given knowledge a8 a 
substitute for fath, It has cultivated intense in- 
tellectual habits in modern society, and given 
mankind a sure test of truth and its method of 
verification by means of experiment, observation, 
and deduction. Science is inextricably hostil to 
supernaturalism, It knows nothing of a super- 
nature; to it, all is nature, and nature i8 all. From 
prehistoric times the race has been under control 
of ignorance and fear, but science has given 
knowledge, and knowledge has given courage.— 
Bel?s Irrepressible Confttet. 


JESUS CHRIST was a man, with all the faults and 
imperfections of the prophetic character. The 
Bible is simply a collection of Jewish writings. 
The miracles in the Old Testament deserve no 
mere attention than the miracles in Homer. The 
miracles in the gospels are like the miracles in 
Plutarch's Lives ; they do not lessen the value of 
the biography, and the value of the biography 
does not lessen the absurdity of the miracles,— 
Reade's Martyrdom of Max. 


BETTER Dot be at all than not be noble.— Ten- 
nyson. 


Man believes that to bealie which contradicts 
the testimony of his own ignorance.—Anon, 


